
Appointed 
LLuucckknnooww:: The BJP on
Thursday appointed Uttar
Pradesh cabinet minister
Bhupendra Chaudhary as
the party's chief in the
state. His appointment is
seen as the BJP's attempt
to reach out to the influen-
tial Jat community, which
was at the forefront of the
year-long farmers' protest
against the Centre's now-
withdrawn three con-
tentious farm laws. With
the appointment of
Chaudhary, also the state
minister for Panchayati
Raj, Uttar Pradesh has
become the third state
where the BJP will be
headed by a Jat leader,
after O P Dhankar in
Haryana and Satish Poonia
in Rajasthan.
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In this undated photo, 
16-month-old baby Master
Rishant whose organs were

donated after being declared
brain dead at AIIMS Delhi,
offering fresh lease of life 

to two patients.
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New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the technical
panel appointed by it to
probe the unauthorised use
of Pegasus has found some
malware in five mobile
phones out of the 29 exam-

ined but it could not be con-
cluded that it was due to the
Israeli spyware. After perus-
ing the report submitted by
former apex court Justice R
V Raveendran, Chief Justice
N V Ramana also noted that
the Central government did
not cooperate with the
Pegasus probe.

The top court last year or-
dered a probe into the allega-

tions of the use of Israeli
spyware by government
agencies for targeted surveil-
lance of politicians, journal-
ists, and activists and ap-
pointed technical and super-
visory committees to look
into the Pegasus row.

The three-judge bench
said the overseeing panel has
submitted a "lengthy" report
in three parts. One of the
parts suggested amending
the law to protect citizens'
right to privacy and ensure
the nation's cyber security.

Tirupati (AP), Aug 25 (PTI):

India could achieve the
targeted goals faster by
making use of women
power, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday even as he called
for thoughts on what more
could be done for the
women workforce, particu-
larly in the emerging sec-
tors, in line with the Vision
2047 being prepared by the
Union Ministry of Labour.

Delivering his inaugural
address via a video link to
the two-day national con-
ference of labour ministers
and secretaries of states
and Union Territories

here, the Prime Minister
noted that women power
could be put to good use by
adopting flexible work
hours, which was the fu-
ture need.

Flexible workplaces,
work-from-home ecosys-
tem and flexible work
hours are the future need.

We can necessarily use sys-
tems like flexible work-
places for creating oppor-
tunities for the women
workforce, the PM said, re-
calling the points he made
in his Independence Day
address. Modi stressed on
the need for taking quick
decisions, and also imple-
menting them at a brisk
pace, so as to take advan-
tage of the ongoing fourth
Industrial Revolution.

India lagged behind in
deriving benefits of the
first three Industrial
Revolutions but we need to
change in tune with the
changes in the nature of
jobs, he observed.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu will
confer National Awards to
Teachers 2022 to 46 selected
awardees on September 5 to
honour their unique contribu-
tion to school education, offi-
cials said on Thursday.
Among the selected teachers,
three each are from Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Maharashtra
and Telangana.
Yudhveer, Virender Kumar and
Amit Kumar (Himachal

Pradesh); Harpreet Singh,
Arun Kumar Garg and Vandana
Shahi (Punjab); Shashikant
Sambhajirao Kulthe, Somnath
Waman Walke and Kavita
Sanghvi (Maharashtra);
Kandala Ramaiah, TN Sridhar
and Sunitha Rao (Telangana),
are the awardees from these
four states. The Ministry of
Education has been organising
a function at Vigyan Bhawan
on teachers day on September
5 every year to confer the
awards to best teachers of the
country, selected through a
rigorous transparent and
online three stage selection
process. The other awardees
include Anju Dahiya
(Haryana), Rajni Sharma
(Delhi), Seema Rani

(Chandigarh), Maria Murena
Miranda (Goa), Umesh
Bharatbhai Vala (Gujarat),
Mamta Ahar (Chhattisgarh),
Iswar Chandra Nayak
(Odhisha), Buddhadev Dutta
(West Bengal), Javid Ahmed
Rather (Jammu and Kashmir),
Mohd Jabir (Ladkah),
Khursheed Ahmad (Uttar
Pradesh), Mimi Yhoshii
(Nagaland), Nongmaithem
Gautam Singh (Manipur),
Gamchi Timre R Marak
(Meghalaya), Santosh Nath
(Tripura), Meenakshi Goswami
(Assam), Shipra (Jharkhand),
Ranjan Kumar Biswas
(Andaman and Nicobar),
Aravindaraja (Puducherry),
Ramachandran (Tamil Nadu),
Ravi Aruna (Andhra Pradesh).

Raipur, Aug 25: 

A constable of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) was arrested in
Raipur for allegedly mo-
lesting and intimidating a
woman in a train, a
Government Railway
Police official said on
Thursday.

The incident took place
in a coach of the
Chhattisgarh Express on
Tuesday, he said.

Constable Bhupendra
Singh (41) allegedly mo-
lested the woman passen-
ger in the train and when
she resisted his move, he
intimidated and abused
her, the official said.

Based on the victim's
complaint, the GRP ar-
rested the accused on
Wednesday after the train
reached Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur, he said.

A case was registered
against him under Indian
Penal Code Sections 354
(assault or criminal force
on woman with intent to
outrage her modesty), 294
(obscene acts and songs)
and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation), the official said.

The accused, a native of
Uttarakhand, was posted
in the ITBP's 41st battal-
ion and deployed in
Maoist-hit Kondagaon
district of Chhattisgarh,
he said.

‘No proof of Pegasus spyware
in phones examined’

̈ Pegasus inquiry
panel found 
malware in 5 out 
of 29 phones

̈ Centre did not
cooperate in
probe: SC

With a Supreme Court-appointed panel stating the Centre did not
cooperate in the Pegasus probe, the Congress on Thursday alleged
the government by its action has made it clear that it used the Israeli
spyware to weaken democracy. "Everybody knows this weapon was
used and it dented democracy. This weapon is against the law and
Constitution. How can they (government) give the answer.
Sometimes not giving an answer is also an answer, the government
has made it clear (by not giving answers) that they used Pegasus
against democracy," Congress spokesperson Gourav Vallabh said.

‘Govt used Pegasus to weaken democracy’

‘Use women power to
achieve goals faster’

Mamta Ahar from Chh’garh to
receive National Teacher Award
̈ President to 

confer awards 
̈ To 46 selected

awardees

ITBP constable held for
molesting woman in train

Ranchi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission of India is be-
lieved to have told
Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais that Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
should be disqualified as
an MLA for violating elec-
toral norms, Raj Bhavan
sources said. However, Raj
Bhavan has officially not
confirmed the develop-
ment. Jharkhand
Governor Ramesh Bais
after touching down at
Ranchi airport this after-
noon told media-persons
that he will be in a posi-
tion to comment on the
issue once he takes stock

of developments after
reaching the Raj Bhavan.

‘EC for disqualification of
J’khand CM Soren as MLA’

Jharkhand Chief Minister Soren
alleged blatant misuse of con-
stitutional authorities and pub-
lic agencies after reports
claimed that the Election
Commission recommended his
disqualification as an MLA in
the mining lease case. "It seems
that BJP leaders including a BJP
MP and his puppet journalists
have themselves drafted the ECI
report, which is otherwise
always given in a sealed cover,"
Soren said in a statement
issued by his secretariat.

‘Blatant misuse 
of constitutional

authorities’

Indramma Pillai

Bhilai: Indiramma
Pillai w/o SKV Pillai,
left for heavenly abode
on August 25. Funeral
procession will be taken
out from her residence
situated at MIG 1/856
Hudco on August 26
around 12:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham.

OBITUARYKrishna Kumar Singh assumes charge
as SAIL’s Director (Personnel)

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25:
Krishna Kumar Singh
has taken charge as
Director (Personnel) of
Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) on
August 25, 2022. Singh
did his graduation in
Electrical Engineering
from IIT, BHU and holds
PG Diploma in Human
Resource Management.

Singh joined SAIL in
1987 in the Company's
Bhilai Steel Plant as
Management Trainee
(Technical). Rising
through the ranks, Shri
Singh became the
Executive Director I/c
(Personnel &
Administration) in

SAIL before taking over
as the Director
(Personnel) of the
Company. He possesses
a vast experience of al-
most 35 years in various
diverse areas viz.
Operations, Human

Resource Development,
Vigilance and Personnel
& Administration in
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Corporate Office.

During his career,
Singh has taken several
progressive initiatives
in areas like
P e r f o r m a n c e
Management, Career
Progression Planning,
Manpower Planning,
Compensation &
Benefits, Training &
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Education, Industrial
Relations and Employee
Engagement initiatives.
He has played a key role
in formulation and im-
plementation of various
HR policies in the
Company.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava led the
cops in a six kilometre long
foot patrolling in the city. In
view of the upcoming fes-
tive season, the top cops
have come on the streets
under a special campaign
to maintain law and order
situation.

Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava;
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha along
with more than 50 jawans
conducted patrolling in
Padmanabhpur. They trav-
elled across Kelabadi, Potia
Road and concluded at
Tempo Stand. They moved
across the narrow lanes in
various mohallas of

Padmanabhpur area.
Under community polic-
ing, the cops along with
General Public and Public
Representatives patrolled
the entire area on foot.
They interacted with the
citizens present in the area
and asked about their
grievances. Corporator
Hameed Khokar and mem-
bers of Mitan Ganesh

Utsav Committee and
Mahila Samiti welcomed
the SP and the police team.
While interacting with SP
Durg, they appealed to take
strict action against the il-
legal trade of drugs. SP
gave his mobile number to
the ward residents and
urged them to communi-
cate information about the
wrongdoers. This special

campaign was launched to
create a sense of security
in the public and create an
atmosphere of fear of law
among anti-social ele-
ments. Action was taken
against the gathering of
anti-social elements, trou-
blemakers and people who
indulge in boozing. Earlier,
SP had conducted the same
campaign in Patan.

In order to maintain law
and order and to maintain
peace in their respective
sub divisions and police
station areas, the SHOs
have also intensified pa-
trolling. They are main-
taining vigil on recently re-
leased prisoners, goons,
miscreants, burglars, gang-
sters, suspicious persons,
old criminal elements, etc.
Apart from this, the trav-
ellers are also being
checked.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Rungta
College of Science and
Technology, Durg with
Rungta Institute of Science
and Management, Bhilai
under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) had or-
ganized "AZAADI  KA
AMRIT MAHOTSAV" on
August 23, 2022 by students
belonging to department of
Arts.

The event was flagged by
Principal of Rungta
College of Science and
Technology, Dr Tripti Jain
Agrawal, Principal of
Rungta Institute of Science
and Management, Dr
Anurag Sharma, Principal

of Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Dr RK Nema, Vice
Principal of Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management, Dr Preeti
Navin Yadav.

The students started
from the colleges with the
rally and patriotic slogans
after which students gave
speech on 'Azaadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. Cultural pro-
grammes such as solo
dance, group dance and

group song on patriotic
songs were staged. A
nukkad natak on this
theme was also presented
by the students.

The patriotism spirit was
witnessed among faculty
members and students. The
event coordinators were
Niti Khare and Kavita
Panigrahi. The blessings
for the event were extended
by Chairman of SRGI
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta.

PBIV remembers Rajyogini Dadi Prakashmani 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: On the
15th death anniversary of
Rajyogini Dadi
Prakashmani, former
Chief administrator of
Prajapita Brahmakumari
Ishwariya Vishwa
Vidyalaya, the Bhilai Sewa
Kendra remembered her
and pledged to imbibe her
teachings in life at a pro-
gramme organised in
Peace Auditorium, Sector
7. The death anniversary is
celebrated across all the
centres in the world as
World Fraternity Day on
August 25.

Senior Rajyoga teacher
Brahma Kumari Prachi
Didi, while explaining the
characteristics of grand-
mother, said that the main

concept of grandmother
was creation and pure
speech. On the basis of
which she united innumer-
able human souls in the
service centers spread
across the world and run
from the cradle of selfless
spiritual affection.

Dadi ji was an embodi-
ment of a virtuous person-
ality and a balance of law
and love. The goal of her
life was to do the work
which Baba has entrusted
on her for the welfare of
human beings not only in
India but all over the world.
Under the guidance of Dadi
ji, many big works were
completed and she also re-
ceived many honours.

Citing an example of
Dadi's life, BK Prachi said
that once VK Raju,

Managing Director of
Nagarjuna Fertilizers had
come to Mount Abu, seeing
such a big work, he asked
Dadi ji that you are the
head of such a big organi-
zation, but there is not even
slightest sign of stress on
your face.

Dadi ji replied very easi-
ly and in simple words that
the director of this institu-
tion is God, that is what I

do, I do not consider myself
to be the head, that's why I
never get stressed. And
there are no workers work-
ing here, but all these are
service holders and these
people do the work of God
as service, so they do every
work responsibly, so here
all the work is done very
systematically and well.

Dadi ji was the embodi-
ment of Shakti Swaroopa

and Love. Her life was
bound by the rules and reg-
ulations, so the life of all
the people who came in his
presence was also bound by
the rules and regulations.
Dadiji, according to her
name, spread the light of
spiritual knowledge and
Rajyoga meditation in the
whole world. It is to be
known that on the occasion
of the death anniversary of
Dadi Prakashmani ji, a
plantation program of
more than 40 lakh saplings
was organized across India
under the Kalpataruh proj-
ect by the International
Headquarters of the insti-
tution, Mount Abu, in
which all of them planted
through the Kalpataruh
App. Everyone paid tribute
to Dadi ji.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Durg
Municipal Commissioner
Prakash Surve on
Thursday inspected the
health camp organised
through the Mobile
Medical Unit in Borsi ward
under the Chief Minister's
Urban Slum Health
Scheme. He met with the
patients who came to the
camp for treatment and ex-
amination and took feed-
back on the arrangements
of the camp.

The commissioner
reached the health camp,
interacted with the pa-
tients, discussed with the
officers present in the
camp, and gave guidelines
regarding the systematic
operation of the camp. He
said that under the CM
Bhupesh Baghel's ambi-

tious plan, Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health
Scheme, with the coopera-
tion of District Health
Department and Municipal
Corporation, health camp
is organised as per the ac-
tion plan in all the slums lo-
cated in the corporation
area. In this sequel, along
with other places of the cor-
poration area, free health
check-up of more than 450
students was done through
mobile medical unit in
ward 52 Borsi (South)

Government Higher
School, Borsi. Along with
this, on the instructions of
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and Commissioner
Prakash Surve, health
camps are being organised
for students in all govern-
ment schools under Durg
Corporation area. During
this, Executive Engineer
Pramod Dubey, Health
Officer Javed Ali,
Kuleshwar Chandrakar
(APM) and others were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava inspect-
ed the Black and Grey
Spots as well as Traffic
Jam prone spots on the
National Highway and
gave necessary directions
to improve the situation.
He was accompanied by
Vishwas Chandrakar,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic).

They inspected the en-
tire stretch of national
highway between Nehru
Nagar Square to Kumhari
Toll Plaza and tried to as-
sess the cause of mishaps
at black and grey spots.
They also inspected the
flyover construction sites
where traffic jams occur
frequently.

Superintendent of
Police instructed to install
stoppers at those spots
where road accidents are
taking place due to over

speed. He instructed to co-
ordinate with the con-
cerned department for get-
ting the road repaired
near the construction sites
where the width of the
roads is very less. He fur-

ther instructed to contin-
ue the drive against illegal
parking on the service
road / National Highway.

On the instructions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg), the Traffic Police

took action against the ve-
hicles parked on the no-
parking zones for the third
consecutive day on
National Highway from
Nehru Nagar to Bhilai-03
area.

The traffic police took
action at Akash Ganga
Market, Indira Market
Durg, Civic Center Market,
Zonal Market Sector 10,
Power House, Nandini
Road and Sheetla Complex
and market places. Action
was taken under section
122 of MV Act against 254
vehicles for parking the ve-
hicles in no-parking zone.

Chhalan was pasted on
262 vehicles while 362 vehi-
cle owners/drivers re-
moved the vehicles imme-
diately on the spot. They
were counselled for park-
ing the vehicles at desig-
nated spots only. The cam-
paign traffic police will
continue in future as well.

Traffic Police appealed
to the common citizens of
Durg - Bhilai not to park
their vehicles in no park-
ing zone, common road,
highways and park their
vehicles only in the desig-
nated parking place in the
market.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: The Town
Services Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has always been commit-
ted to provide better serv-
ice to the residents of
Bhilai. Taking this further,
the Town Electrical
Engineering Department
(TEED) of the Town
Services Department has
made available the
"Township TSD App" pro-
viding a new facility to the
general public.

An App has been devel-
oped with the joint efforts
of the INCOS Department
of the BSP and the Town
Electrical Engineering
Department (TEED) for
registering complaints re-
garding power failure from
people residing in town-
ship area. Users also have
the facility of registering
other electrical related
complaints of their respec-
tive quarters or shop.

Through this app, the
residents of Bhilai will be
able to get instant infor-
mation about electrical
blockages in Bhilai town-
ship area. Quick redressal
of electrical complaints
can be done now. This app
will help in providing bet-
ter service to the con-
sumers of Bhilai
Township. This app is
available only for Android
mobile users. Steps for in-
stalling the App:

Step 1: Download the
'Township TSD App' .apk
file from https://www.sail-
bhilaisteel.com/. Step 2:
Browse the 'TSD_App.apk'
file in the download folder.
Step 3: Click on the App
installer file and select in-
stall. Step 4: Click Open
or the newly generated
icon of the TSD App with
sail logo to use app.
Registered users can ac-
cess the app and can know
the status of electricity in
township area.

Hazardous waste landfill facility inaugurated
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Over the
years Bhilai Steel Plant has
taken number of steps in
exploring green technolo-
gies & adopting green prac-
tices. BSP understands that
business success and envi-
ronmental responsibility
go hand in hand.

To reiterate its commit-
ment towards environmen-
tal sustainability, BSP has
taken-up number of meas-
ures over the years to im-
prove its environmental
performance. The latest of
such endeavour is the
"Hazardous Waste Landfill
facility" on August 23, 2022
inaugurated by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In
Charge, BSP.

A formal ceremony was
held at the Project facility
wherein Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In-
Charge, BSP unveiled the
plaque. AK Bhatta
ED(MM), Anjani Kumar

ED (Works), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Ashok
Kumar CGM
(Projects), DL Moitra
CGM (Env Mgmt), U
Bharadwaj CGM
(Projects), S
Roychoudhary GM
(COCCD) and other
Senior officers and of-
ficials of Bhilai Steel
Plant and M/s Ramky
were present on this
occasion. Speaking on
the occasion Anirban
Dasgupta lauded the
efforts of projects or-
g a n i z a t i o n ,
Environment manage-
ment & COCCD depart-
ment on the successful
completion of the facility.

The Secured Landfill
has been built for the safe
disposal of Hazardous
Wastes. Presently BSP is
either recycling or selling
to the authorized recyclers.

All the Hazardous Waste
generated in its processes

as per the latest Hazardous
Waste (Management &
Handling) Rules notified by
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC), Govt of
India in the year 2016. The
facility will cater to the dis-
posal of Acid Tarsludge
and asbestos wastes gener-
ated from COCCD and

other departments.
Some of the hazardous

wastes generated from the
Poly Chloro-Bi-phenyl dis-
posal facility, which is like-
ly to be commissioned by
December-2022, will also be
disposed in the Secured
Landfill.

The Landfill is built as
per the guidelines of the

Central Pollution
Control Board with
provision for High
Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) double
Liners lay at the bot-
tom of the landfill,
which help in pre-
venting the leachate
contaminating the
ground water.

The Landfill design
was also approved by
the Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board.
There are also all the
state of the art facili-
ties envisaged in the
project for the stabi-

lization of the waste &
monitoring of the air and
water environment.

The uniqueness of the
facility is that, it is being
built on a slag dump yard.
This will enable BSP in
saving the precious virgin
land & making use of the
waste dump for a produc-
tive purpose.

The trial runs of the fa-
cility to check its effective
working were started from
October-2021 and it was
found that all facilities are
giving satisfactory per-
formance.

The construction work
was carried-out by a presti-
gious company, who is the
pioneers in introducing
the best waste manage-
ment practices in India &
have established number
of such facilities in India
and also in several other
countries.

It is worth mentioning
here that, BSP has invested
more than 1000 crores to-
wards environment conser-
vation under its just com-
pleted Modernization &
Expansion Program to-
wards cleaner and greener
technologies.

The present initiative
will help BSP in furthering
its efforts towards achiev-
ing global best standards in
environmental protection.
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BSP's initiative towards environment friendly management of Hazardous Wastes

TSD releases new app to 
provide better electrical 

services to township residents

SP inspects congestion and accident 
prone spots on national highway

Durg Commissioner 
visits Borsi health camp,
interacted with patients

Free health check-up of more than 450 students of higher school conducted

‘Azaadi  Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
celebrated at SRGI

KK Singh

Top cops conduct six km-long foot patrolling  
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Twenty passengers injured, three critical

Balod, Aug 25: In a head-
on collision between a pas-
senger bus and a truck, 20
persons are reported to
have got injured and three
are reported to be serious.
The accident took place on
Daundi- Bhanupratapur
main road here on
Thursday morning. After

the accident it was diffi-
cult to take out the driver
of the truck who got  stuck
inside and it was after lot
of efforts that his body
could be taken out. All
were sent to Daundi com-

munity health centre for
treatment and here 3 were
referred to higher centres
for treatment.

The entire accident took
place ahead of police bar-
rier on Doundi-
Bhanupratapur main road
and after which it led to
shouting for help and pain
by the passengers inside
the bus. In this there were
men, women and children
who were rushed to CHC
for treatment.

BJP would return back to 
power next year: Sao

Raipur, Aug 25: The
n e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) President Arun Sao
on Thursday claimed that
the saffron brigade would
return back to power in
Chhattisgarh next year
on line with 2002 when
the Youth brigade of
party had launched stir
against the then
Congress government.

Talking to media per-
sons at party office here,
CG BJP President Sao
said that administration
made all possible efforts
and even used Containers
to check the movement of

BJP workers but it all
went in vain as the youth
brigade successfully
gheraoed the CM House
as declared, he claimed.
He further added that the
Congress leaders have lost
their mental balance with
the success of the BJYM
agitation against the state
government. He claimed
that the Congmen are even

not accepting the docu-
ments related with the
election manifesto and
added that the BJP would
continue to create pres-
sure on government to pro-
vide job opportunities to 10
lakh youth in
Chhattisgarh. Former
Minister Rajesh Munat
was also present on the oc-
casion.

Employees’ strike: torch rally taken out 

Raipur, Aug 25: Lakhs of
employees and officers of
more than a hundred em-
ployee unions of the state
remained on indefinite
strike for the fourth con-
secutive day on Thursday
in response to a call of
Chhattisgarh Employees
Officers Federation. Work
in various departments as
well as in the District
Court and Revenue Court
came to a standstill due to
strike. There was silence
in all the offices due to the
strike. A torch rally was
taken out by the employ-
ees unions at 5 pm on

Thursday at all district
and block levels.

It is worth noting that
the federation has de-

manded to give house rent
allowance according to the
seventh pay scale includ-
ing 34 percent dearness al-

lowance arrears at par
with its two-point main de-
mands. The employees
union says that their
strike will continue until
their demand is met.

Federation Convenor
Kamal Verma, State
S p o k e s p e r s o n
Chandrashekhar Tiwari
said that on the call of the
Federation, employees are
on strike in all district and
block tehsil headquarters
of the state. Due to the
strike of the Judicial
Employees Union and the
Tehsildar of the state, the
Naib Tehsildar, all the
work in the District Court
and Revenue Court came
to a standstill. All the di-
rectorate offices of
Indravati Bhawan re-
mained closed.

‘Peepal’ tree collapses on Raipur-Bhilai highway

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 25: A
huge ancient ‘peepal’
tree near AIIMS

Hospital, Tatibandh
Raipur fell early
Thursday morning, dis-
rupting traffic on
Bhilai-Raipur highway
for nearly four hours.
Many vehicles got stuck
in traffic jam after col-
lapse of this tree at
around 5:45 am. After 4
hours of effort, the tree

was cut and removed
from the road.

People often come out
of their homes for morn-
ing walk on the road at
the time when the tree
fell. Many shopkeepers
also come out at this
time to open their shops.
In such a situation col-
lapse of a large tree

would have caused acci-
dent. Fortunately, no one
was injured in the inci-
dent.

Information was given
to police and administra-
tion. The team of
Municipal Corporation
and SDRF reached the
spot. The tree was cut
and removed, after
which the traffic was re-
sumed on the road.
Thousands of people
commute daily through
this road connecting
Raipur with Bhilai-
Durg.

Due to incessant rains
in the entire state includ-
ing the capital, many old
trees have become weak
and are falling causing
trouble to people in com-
muting besides raising a
fear of loss of life and
property.

Dr Mahant delivers lecture
on Climate Emergency 

Raipur, Aug 25:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charan Das Mahant deliv-
ered his lecture on
“Accountability of
Parliamentary Institutions
in Climate Emergency” dur-
ing the 65th Commonwealth
Parliamentary convention
held at Halifax Convention
Centre in Canada.

In his speech, Dr Mahant
stressed on the need for
comprehensive arrange-
ment for natural conserva-
tion through the
Parliamentary system. He
further added that the exis-
tence of human life depends
on model balance between

nature and human being.
He said that
Parliamentarian should be
more serious towards Water
Pollution and Water
Conservation.

Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma was also
present with him during the
convention.

CREDAI Property Expo to be inaugurated today

Raipur, Aug 25: CREDAI
Property Expo-2022 will be
inaugurated on Friday
evening at 4 pm. The Chief
Guest will be State Forest,
Transport, Housing and
Environment Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar. Special
Guest will be  senior MLA
and former minister Mr.
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman of Housing
Board Mr. Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Mr. Vikas
Upadhyay, Mayor Mr. Aiyaz

Dhebar. All the officials and
members of CREDAI, stall
holders, builders, SBI and
HDFC Bank officials will also
be present on the occasion.
CREDAI Chhattisgarh
President Mrinal Golchha,
Secretary and Program
Chairman Sanjay Raheja,
Vice President Pankaj
Lahoti said that buying a

property is a big task for all
when the dream of buying a
house is fulfilled. But it is
difficult to choose how to
buy a better property in our
budget, to make it easier,
CREDAI has organised a
three-day property expo
from August 26 to 28 at
Indoor Stadium in
Budhapara, Raipur.

Orientation Program by AAFT University in presence of Actor Suniel Shetty
Raipur, Aug 25: AAFT
University, a premier
media and arts university
in India, proudly hosted
its Orientation Program
on  August 25 at Hotel
Marriott in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. More than
500 students attended the
orientation program. The
Chancellor of AAFT
University, Sandeep
Marwah, interacted with
the students, encouraging
them to overcome hurdles,
work conscientiously and
make a name for them-
selves in their respective
fields. The chief guest at
the event was actor, entre-
preneur, and philan-
thropist Suniel Shetty.
Students got a chance to
interact with the actor,
and learn from his experi-
ences as he spoke to the

University students about
his entrepreneurial jour-
ney and humanitarian
work.

The orientation pro-
gram also witnessed mul-
tiple sessions by industry

experts and eminent
scholars like Prof. Sanjeev
Parshar, chairperson of
communications in IIM
Raipur, Dr.Kiranmayee
Nayak, the chairperson of
CG state women commis-

sion, Ishan Mitra, singer
and director, Gaurav
Birla, the co-founder and
CTO of Studio
Augmented, and Akhilesh
Anand, who is a senior an-
chor and editor of ABP
news. The purpose of
these sessions was to
make the students aware
of the abundant opportu-
nities in the field, the
skills required, and how
AAFT can contribute to
their skill-based training.

Actor Suniel Shetty
said, “AAFT University as-
pires to mould students
into leaders and innova-
tors of tomorrow. I truly
believe in their vision and
mission of creating a gen-
eration of students who
are not conventional rote
learners, but who have in
them the conviction and

courage to carve out a sep-
arate niche for them-
selves. I look forward to a
long and happy relation-
ship with AAFT and its
students.”

Sandeep Marwah said,
“We are thankful to Suniel
Shetty for joining us for
the orientation program.
Suniel is an embodiment
of hard work, diligence
and innovative thinking-
all the qualities we want
to inculcate in our stu-
dents. He is an ideal role
model and will inspire our
students to continue to
strive forward in their re-
spective fields. We are also
extremely grateful to all
the speakers who could
join us and help us in our
endeavour of providing
holistic education to our
students.”

Two-day PAC 
meeting from today

Raipur, Aug 25: A meet-
ing of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of
Parliament is going to be
organized on 26th and 27th
August at the Mayfair lo-
cated in Nava Raipur, capi-
tal Raipur. Chairman of
the committee Congress
MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury and other
members including MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab,
Jagdambika Pal, Satyapal
Singh, Ramkripal Yadav
and others have reached
Raipur to participate in

the meeting.
A ‘Sneh Bhoj’ was or-

ganized at the residence of
Vasu Chakraborty, relative
of Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, in which
Congress leaders along
with the dignitaries of the
city also reached for a
courtesy meeting with
MPs. Excise Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, MLA
Amitesh Shukla were
present. On the request of
Minister Lakhma, all the
MPs have gone on
Jagdalpur-Chitrakoot tour
on Thursday.

Meeting of the Public
Accounts Committee of
the Parliament is held in
one or the other state in
every three months, in-

formed Adhir Ranjan
Choudhury. Its job is to
check the accounts of gov-
ernment expenditure, he
said, adding that basis of
investigation is the report
of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).
The reports of the Public
Accounts Committee con-
tain recommendations
which are not technically
binding on the govern-
ment. But, they are taken
seriously and the govern-
ment also keeps action
notes in the Parliament.
The tenure of this commit-
tee is one year. The com-
mittee consists of 22 mem-
bers including 15 from the
Lok Sabha and 7 from the
Rajya Sabha.

HOLE LEFT OPEN

The small holes created to erect barricade for BJYM protest, have been left open and
may pose risk to two-wheeler riders in the rainy season.

NATURAL BARRIERS

Stray cattle in the middle of road are acting as big hindrance in smooth flow of traffic

at city’s most busiest of Malviya Road on Thursday evening.

p PAC Chairman Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury
arrives to attend

Opening ceremony
to be held at Indoor
Stadium Budhapara
at 4 pm

40 builders to partici-
pate with their more
than 200 properties

At Commonwealth
convention in
Canada

Traffic remains 
disrupted for four
hours

Work in district,
revenues come to
standstill

Raipur, Aug 26: The Cyber
Cell Raipur and Khamardih
thana police nabbed three
youth with 10 gms drug from
near BTI Ground. The Police
got tip from an informer that
the three youth in luxury car
are selling drugs. On this the
police raided the venue and
nabbed three and on con-

ducting search found 10 gms
drugs worth Rs 1.0 lakh in
their possession and includ-
ing cost of the Maruti Ciaz
bearing NO. CG 04 LZ 9016
worth Rs 5.0 lakh, entire
theft amount of Rs 6 lakh
was recovered.

The police informed that
the accused Gaurav Sehgal

and Akash Bharadwaj
brought drugs from Delhi
and bring it to Saurabh
Agrawal to be sold in Raipur
and who in turn find out
clients for them here in
Raipur. In this regard the po-
lice has arrested all three
and is investigating into the
matter.

Three nabbed with drugs worth Rs  1 lakh

2 nabbed with ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 7 lakh

Dhamtari, Aug 25:
Dhamtari police got a major
breakthrough when they
nabbed two accused with
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 7 lakh. They
were bringing ‘Ganja’ from
Odisha and taking it to Delhi,
but were caught by the police
mid-way in Borai Thana.

As per information in this
regard, the police created
check-post near Borai Thana
on Wednesday and were
checking all the cars coming.
It was here when they

stopped a car and tried to in-
quire the two, they were un-
able to give answer properly.
Finding it suspicious, police
conducted search in the car
and found 35 kg ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 7 lakh in their pos-
session and they informed
that they are taking it to
Delhi. The police seized the
‘ganja’ and car and two ac-
cused viz. Mukarram Khan
of Gaziabad and Goldy
Choudhary of Delhi and also
seized their phones.

When bus-truck
meet head-on 
collision
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TRAFFIC JAM

The strike by BJP workers resulted in traffic jam at various places as the traffic was
diverted here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Aug 25: 

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal wished Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
on the occasion of his
birthday. The office bear-
ers of the Chamber met
the Chief Minister at the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence and wished him a
long and bright future
while congratulating CM
on his birthday. On this
occasion, Chamber
Advisor Jitendra Doshi,
Rakesh Ochwani, State

President Amar Parwani,
Chamber Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo,
Manmohan Agarwal, Vice
President – Hira Makhija,
Manoj Kumar Jain,
Bharat Jain, Secretary –
Mahendra Kumar

Bagrodia, Nilesh
Mundhra, Shankar Bajaj,
Shoaib Ansari, Yuva
Chamber, General
Secretary, Kanti Patel,
Yuva Chamber, Vice
President – Jayesh Patel,
Vipul Patel were promi-
nently present.

Chamber officials met CM,
extends birthday wishes

Raipur, Aug 25: Azim
Premji University and
College of Teacher
Education (CTE) will to-
gether hold an exhibition
of Schoolbooks Archive,
an open-access digital
repository of over 7900
books and related materi-
als, along with a few hun-
dred print copies of
archived books on August
25 and 26 at College of
Teacher Education,
Shankar Nagar, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

The two-day exhibition
is titled — ‘Schoolbooks
and Related Documents: A
Journey through Two
Centuries.’ In November
2021, Azim Premji
University unveiled the
Schoolbooks Archive, an
attempt to collect and cu-
rate schoolbooks and relat-

ed documents that have
been in use in India and
the sub-continent over the
last two hundred years.

The growing collection
includes textbooks, an-
thologies, reference works
such as dictionaries, glos-
saries, atlases, works on
school management, peda-
gogy, psychology and
health manuals, and
scores of curriculum doc-
uments for school and
teacher education pro-
grammes. With its focus
on history and the contem-
porary world, the reposito-
ry is expected to benefit
teachers, teacher educa-
tors, students in teacher
education courses, cur-
riculum and textbook de-
velopers, illustrators, and
researchers on various as-
pects of school education.

Azim Premji University, CTE
to hold two-day exhibition 

Of Schoolbooks Archive on Aug 25-26
Jagdalpur, Aug 25: 

The Forest Department
has caught a four feet
long crocodile from a
pond in village
Badeparoda in Bastar dis-
trict and released it into
the Indravati river below
Chitrakoot.

It is to be known that
during the entire month
of August, the rivers and
streams were in full spate
due to heavy rains in the
district. In the meantime,
crocodiles reached the
village pond from the
rivers. According to the
information received, the
villagers informed the
Forest Department that a
crocodile has been spot-
ted in a pond in the vil-
lage. After which the for-
est department team
reached the spot and

managed to catch the
crocodile after 4-hour
long struggle. Due to ex-
cess of water in the pond,
first the water from the
pond was extracted with
the help of the villagers.
The forest department

caught the crocodile after
the water in the pond re-
ceded. Forest department
officials said that the
crocodile was released in
the lower part of the
Chitrakote falls of the
Indravati river.

Four-feet long crocodile
caught from a pond

Jagdalpur, Aug 25: 

In Bastar district, gov-
ernment employees of
about 96 departments are
on indefinite strike on the
call of Employees
Federation. Advocates of
BJP Law Cell reached the
site of strike in the Krishi
Upaj Mandi of the city
today and extended their

support to their indefinite
strike. Sapan Devangan,
District Convener of BJP
Legal Cell said in the
meeting place that BJP
Legal Cell provides its
moral support to the
movement. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
should fulfill all the legiti-
mate demands of the em-
ployees. He said that if the

government tries to
thwart the movement by
adopting a repressive poli-
cy, using ESMA Act on the
employees, then the BJP
Law Cell will provide all
legal aid to the employees.
Apart from this, it was
said to provide free legal
aid from district to state
level. During this, District
Convenor of Law Cell,

Sapan Devangan, State
Working Committee mem-
bers Naveen Thakur,
Dinesh Panigrahi, Preeti
Wankhede, Sanjay
Vishwakarma, Deepak
Trivedi, Mukud Kashyap,
Gosh Dahiya, Jaiprakash
Padhi, Sarita Sathpathy,
Mausam Lunavat and
other advocates were pres-
ent.

BJP Legal Cell extends moral support 
To the agitating employees

Bilaspur, Aug 25: 

We can become good
entrepreneurs only
when we start with the
spirit of social service.
A student should keep
in mind the market, so-
ciety and their influ-
ence while venturing
into entrepreneurship
so that he can avoid the
difficulties in entrepre-
neurship development.
These views were ex-
pressed by Mr.
Satyendra Singh,
founder of “Bastar Se
Bazar Tak Private
Limited”. With the ini-
tiative of Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas Central
University, a student-
successful entrepre-
neurial dialogue was or-

ganized by the
Department of Rural
Technology and Social
Development, in which
successful entrepre-
neur, Satyendra Singh
told about the journey
from Bastar to the mar-
ket.

He appraised in detail
how the tribal farmers
of Bastar are selling
various types of shakes,
basundi, kulfi from
Sitaphal, Tamarind,
Mango and Jamun, as
well as selling their
seeds, fibers and skins.

On this occasion, the
Head of the Department
of Rural Technology
stressed upon the stu-
dents that honesty is
very important for en-
trepreneurship develop-
ment and right plan-
ning and goals should

be set while starting
any startup. Dr. Dilip
Kumar, Assistant
Professor and
Coordinator, Skill
Development Cell, said
that understanding the
market demand and
identifying opportuni-
ties are essential traits
of a successful entre-
preneur.

He also told that many
youth are unable to es-
tablish entrepreneur-
ship due to lack of tech-
nical skills despite
being educated.
Therefore, an important
aspect is to be kept in
mind by student entre-
preneurs is to enhance
the technical knowledge
and skills related to the
field in which they want
to start entrepreneur-
ship.

Entrepreneurship and Social Service:
Identity of a Successful Entrepreneur

KKaarreellii  bbaaddii,,  AAuugg  2255::

Pola festival will be cele-
brated in the villages of
Magarlod, Kareli Badi Chowki
area on Aug 27. Farmers have
started preparing for this.
Potters are also making ‘Nandi
baila’ toys (earthen mould of
bulls) and other sports items
and selling them in the market. 

The importance of Nandi
bull increases during Pola fes-
tival. This is a special festival
for the farmers. There is a
demand for Nandi bullocks
toys of earthen and wood in the
market and the price of toys
has also increased compared
to last year.  

Narottam Yadu, the Patron
of the Village Patel Union of
Hasda, said that this Pola festi-
val, celebrated on the new
moon day of Bhadrapada
month, celebrates the work of

the second phase of Kharif
crop after the completion of
tilling and sowing.  This festival
is also celebrated to show grat-
itude to the farmers by wor-
shiping the bullocks in the joy
of growing crops. He informed
that on this day no agriculture
work is done, because on this
day the grains of the paddy
crop sprouts.  

That’s why no farmer goes
to the field. Local food items
like ‘Chila roti’ is offered to
Thakur deity, wishing the
farmer a good harvest and
praying for happiness, prosper-
ity and good harvest. He
informed that on this day the
bullocks are taken care off by
providing them with a bath and
cleaning. Children make toys
out of clay like kitchen items
and use symbolic earthen bul-
locks and offer prayers and
have fun with the toys.

Toys and items for
‘Pola’ high on demand

By villagers in Magarlod

Flying Squad
appointed for 
examinations
Bilaspur, Aug 25: A
flying squad has
been constituted, as
follows, for the pre-
vention of copying
cases and for sur-
prise inspection at
the examination cen-
ters during the even
semester examina-
tions of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University for the
session 2021-22- Prof.
V.S. Rathore,
Department of
Physical Education -
C o n v e n e r ;
Members are - Prof.
P.J. Mishra,
Department of Social
Work; Dr. S.S.
Dhuria, Department
of Forestry and Wild
Life. The above order
was issued on Aug 18.

Bilaspur, Aug 25: 

In accordance with
the instructions of the
Ministry of Education,
Department of Higher
E d u c a t i o n ,
Government of India,
the following commit-
tee has been constitut-
ed in Guru Ghasidas
Central University for
conducting research
programs on the sub-
ject of empowerment
of persons with dis-
abilities. This in-
cludes  Prof. P.K.
Bajpai – Coordinator;
Prof. Manisha Dubey –
Members of the
Advisory Committee
are- Prof. Pratibha J.
Mishra; Prof. Praveen
Kumar Mishra; Prof.

LVSK Bhaskar; Dr.
C.S. Wajhalwar –
C o o r d i n a t o r ,
Executive Group; Dr.
Bhuvana Venkata
Raman -co-
C o o r d i n a t o r ,
Executive Group;
Members are - Dr. Alok
Kushwaha; Dr. Rohit
Raja; Dr. Amitesh Jha;
Dr. Ghanshyam
Dubey; Dr. Sunil Sen;
Dr. Santwana Pandey;
Dr. Dilip Kumar Jha;
Dr. Sambit Kumar
Padhi; Dr.
Bindeshwari Pawar;
Dr. Sonia Sthapak; Dr.
Payal Banerjee; Dr.
Sudhir Sudam Kavre.

The above order has
been issued from the
Registrar’s office on
Aug 17-2022.

Research programme on 
empowerment of persons

with disabilities

Raipur, Aug 25: A free of
cost interaction camp was
organised with the par-
ents of special children at
Ekta Children’s Hospital,
Shanti Nagar, Raipur. In
which the problems and
solutions of special chil-
dren were discussed with
the parents, and counsel-
ing related to treatment
was given. Parents of

about 40 children took ad-
vantage of this camp.
Ekta Hospital’s Dr.
Radhika Aggarwal
(Pediatric Neuro), Dr.
Monika Pandey (Pediatric
Ortho), Dr. Shikha
V i s h w a k a r m a
( P h y s i o t h e r a p i s t ) ,
Bhumika Gijare
(Psychologist) along with
Satyam Banjare (Speech

Interaction camp with 
parents of special children

held in Ekta HospitalBBiillaassppuurr,,  AAuugg  2255:: On day two of
Interdisciplinary Refresher
Course in Life Science four ses-
sions were conducted. First
session was start at 10.30am
and the talk was delivered by
Prof. MNV Prasad, School of
Life Sciences, and University of
Hyderabad. The topic of the
talk was ‘UN-Sustainable
Development Goals and EU-
Green Deal as mirror images -
national and international per-
spectives.’ 

The second session was
between 12.15pm to 01.30pm.
In this session Prof. S. P. Singh,
Department of Biosciences,
Saurashtra University, RAJKOT
delivered a talk on topic
‘Changing Scenario in Life
Sciences: From Single Gene to
Microbiome.’ These sessions
were conducted by Dr. LBS
Bhaskar, Course Coordinator. 

In the third session Prof.
Vamsi Lavu, Department of

periodontics, Sri Ramachandra
Institute of Higher Education
and Research, Chennai talked
on ‘Whole genome methylation
and Oral conditions.’ This ses-
sion was conducted by Dr.
Sudhir R. Kohchale and vote of
thanks was proposed by Mr.
Shailendra V. Madavi. 

Fourth session was started
at 4.00pm. In this session Dr.
Mohammed Arifulla, Universiti
Malaysia Kelantan delivered a
talk on ‘Potential of Local
Herbs in Pharmaceutical, Food,
and Cosmetic Industries.’ 

This session was conducted
by Mr. Shailendra V. Madavi
and vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr. Gajanan
Deshmukh. The group leader of
first group Miss Neelima
Pandey and all participants
took efforts to make all the
sessions successful. Total 37
participants were present for
the complete sessions.

Interdisciplinary 
refresher course inaugurated

at UGC-HRDC GGU

Yuwa Sena to
contest 

student’s union
election

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2255::
The students
wing of Shiv
Sena, Yuwa
Sena will be
fielding candi-
dates in the
next students
union election
due next month. Student
leader and President Shiv Sena
(South) Sanjay Sonkar
informed that in the Student’s
Union election being held after
six years, Shiv Sena will be
fielding candidates in all the
Colleges and will also ensure
their victory. 

He said that since they are
working close to students and
their problems and finding its
solutions in the Colleges, their
victory is for sure. 

After NSUI, ABVP, Yuwa
Sena will be the third strongest
student’s power in the state
and soon they will declare the
College in-charges.

Raipur, Aug 25: 16 mem-
ber( 09 male, 05 female)
state Thai Boxing team left
for Amritsar to participate
in 13th National Thai
Boxing Championship
scheduled from Aug 26-28
in Amritsar. In the team 11
members are from Raipur
and out of them 05 are
from Shri Gujrati School.
For this tournament Anis
Memon has been appoint-
ed as chief judge while
Tikeshwari Sahu has been
selected for referee and
jury member. Anil
Barnam from Ambikapur

is team coach while
Mahendra Nirvahan from
Raipur is accompanying
as manager of the team.

5 member from Shri
Gujrati School

Pallavi Sahu, Mansi
Tandi, Yash Rai, Anis
Memon and Tikeshwari
Sahu. All the players from
Raipur district met GSS
Secretary Ashok Bhai
Patel and took his bless-
ings. The team members
were distributed T Shirt
by the secretary and he as-
sured of prize money to
the players.

16 member Chh’garh Thai Boxing
team leaves for Amritsar

Raipur, Aug 25: State
level review meeting of
Adivasi Congress was
conducted at Rajiv
Bhavan on Thursday.
State President Janak
Dhruv chaired the meet-
ing while vice president
and other office bearers

were present in the meet-
ing. All of them in one
voice took path to ensure
victory of Congress in
the coming elections. All
the members expressed
their views and assured
to strengthen the organi-
zation.

State level meeting of
Adivasi Congress conducted



Government work stalled due to strike
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Aug 25: Public
remains the worst affect-
ed, as government offices
are closed down, due to
the ongoing strike by the
Employee Federation
Union.

The employees are on
an indefinite strike de-

manding dearness al-
lowance and house rent
allowance at par with the
Centre.

On the second day of
the protest at Rajim
Tehsil dharna site, em-
ployees alike Tehsildar,
Naib Tehsildar, Revenue
Patwari, Revenue
Inspector, various
teacher organizations,

Health Department em-
ployees, Veterinary
Department employees,
Gram Panchayats
Secretary, Taxation
Officer, and Agriculture
Department staff officers
are on strike.

Naib Tehsildar
Kaivart, Chhattisgarh
Teachers Association's

Divisional Vice President
Ramnarayan Mishra,
Block Convenor Shiv
Kumar Sinha, Dinesh
Tamrakar Joint Teachers
Association's Patron Y P
Goswami, Naresh Sahu
of United Teachers
Association, Revenue
Inspector BP Sahu, and
many speakers  ad-
dressed the gathering.

On this occasion, Naib
Tehsildar Fingeshwar,
Block Convenor Shiv
Kumar Sinha, Mohit
Mishra, Atma Ram Sahu
of Teachers Union,
Kishore Kumar, Ajay
Giri Goswami, DK
Markam, Siyaram Sahu,
Kesho Ram Sahu, were
present.

Martyr Ghanshyam 
Kanouje paid rich tributes

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Aug 24: On oc-
casion of 11th death an-
niversary of martyr
Ghanshyam Kanouje, a
candle march was taken
out in the city by the pub-
lic representatives and
rural youth. First the stat-
ue of Ghanshyam
Kanouje was garlanded at
the Govt High School
Parishad by the rural
youth at 6:00 pm and then
rich tributes were paid.

Villagers highlighting
on the life of the martyr
said that the martyr
Ghanshyam Kanouje died
in naxal encounter in
Bhadrakali of Bijapur
naxal area. It was on his
martyrdom that that vil-

lagers of Birkoni lighted
candle before his photo
and observed two minute
silence as mark of re-
spect.

During this Inku Patel,
Santosh Nishad, Rajendra
Chandrakar, Daka Yadav,
Ghanshyam Sahu, Tikam

Sahu, Ashish
Chandrakar, Narad
Nishad, Yogesh
Jalkshatri, Doman Sahu,
Mordhwaj Sahu,
Dushyant Chandrakar,
Ravi Chandrakar and
other villagers were pres-
ent.

Preparations start for making of Ganesha idols

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 25:
Preparations for the
Ganeshotsav celebra-
tions in traditional man-
ner in Rajnandgaon city
has been started in full
swing. With no alarming
cases of corona in the re-
gion, the idols of Lord
Ganesha will be estab-
lished.

The artists have start-
ed giving final touch to
idols of Lord Ganesha
and in this tableaux are
being prepared with dif-
ferent themes and sub-
jects. The work of erect-
ing of 'pandals' at differ-

ent chowks and places
has already being start-
ed and for this venues
have already being fi-
nalised.

This year idols of Lord
Ganesha are likely to be
of different forms and
sizes. The start of
Ganesh parv is on fourth
day of 'Bhadrapad Shukl'
and it will fall on Aug 31.
In this 11-day festival, in
the city of Rajnandgaon
also known as
'Sanskardhani', the
preparations for
Ganeshotsav has been
started in traditional
manner.

This year also idols of

Lord Ganesha in differ-
ent forms and sizes will
be installed at different
chowks and corners in
the city. With reduction
in number of corona
cases, the artists and
sculptors of idols of
Lord Ganesha have start-
ed giving final touch to
their idols. Right from
Lakhouli to Kanharpuri,
the artists are making
different forms and
shapes of Lord Ganesha
near 'Manav Mandir'.

Erection of 'Pandals'
in different chowks and
triangles has been start-
ed and like every year,
this year also the well-

known Samitis of
Rajnandgaon district
will be established
Ganesha idols along
with attractive 'pandals'.

Artists busy in mak-
ing idols of various
forms:

There is tradition of
celebrating Ganeshotsav
in Nandgaon district in
traditional manner. In
such conditions the
artists have started de-
signing variety of idols
of Lord Ganesh in differ-
ent forms.

Idol makers Suresh,
Naresh, Ashish and oth-
ers said that this time
they have got relief from

corona pandemic and
therefore are construc-
tion idols of small size
upto 10 feet size.

Tableau to be taken 
out after 2 years:

Due to corona pandem-
ic, there was complete
ban on immersion of
tableaux of Lord
Ganesha. It was after
long break of two years
that now the tableaux of
Lord Ganesha by differ-
ent samitis will be taken
out and there are about
30-35 samitis who are
making preparations for
the same. The construc-
tion of 'Tableaux' for the
same has been started.

Janmashtami celerbrated with fervour 

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Aug 25:
This year the festival of
Krishna Janmashtami
was celebrated in Gram
Bahana Kadi, just few kms
from capital city, by taking
out a massive 'Shobha
Yatra' and breaking of
earthen pot filled with
symbolic curd water.

In this chief guest was
Abhinav Kashyap, District
President Raipur BJP and
it was chaired by Vedram
Manhare State President
Nasha Mukti Abhiyan
BJP and special guest was
Lalita Krishna Verma,
District Panchayat mem-
ber, Dineshwari Yashwant
Tandon Janpad member
Arang, Gajendra Yadav,
President, former
Sarpanch Mungi, Ashok

Banjare Sarpanch Gram
Panchayat Bahana Kadi,
Manohar Lal Banjare, for-
mer sarpanch.

First prayers were of-
fered to Lord Shri Krishna
and traditional lamp was
lit. After this the guests
were welcomed with gar-
land, shawl and srifal.

After this the guests were
invited for address and in
this special guest
Dineshwari Y Tandon said
that Lord Shri Krishna did
the remarkable work of
uniting people from all re-
ligions and communities.

For safeguarding 'Truth'
he always worked against

the evils and those exploit-
ing the society. Janapd
member Krishna Verma
on this occasion made a
declaration of donating Rs
5 lakh for community
building in the village.

Chief Guest Abhinav
Kashyap and Ved Ram
Manhare said that life of

Lord Shri Krishna moti-
vates all in every walk of
life, then be it the relation
of a son or that of friend-
ship, he fulfilled it to its
full and which continued
to motivate people for last
many years. Further he
said in order to know
value of life, one should
read Bhagwat Gita every-
day and try to imbibe it in
practical life as well.

Ashok Banjare
Sarpanch expressed grati-
tude towards all the guests
present. fter this the
guests flagged off the
tableau showcasing idols
of Lord Shri Krishna an
Lord Shiva. In this, in the
massive idol of Lord
Shiva, Lord Shri Krishna
was shown lying in the lap
of his mother Yashoda
Maiyya and all this was
shown amidst colourful
lightings and it was en-
joyed by one & all.

Working committee 
of Gandharv Samaj 
declared null & void

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 25: It
was on June 19 in the
presence of regional
President Ashok Nayak
and patrons of Gandharv
Samaj, the district body of
Gandharv Samaj
Rajnandgaon includingi
men, women and district
working committee has
been dissolved at
Rajnandgaon District HO.

In the re-elections of
new working committee,
Bhagwandas Gandharv of
Belhari has been elected
as the President of the
Working Committee.

Giving the above infor-
mation, Patron Gandharv
Samaj Chhattisgarh
Madholal Gandharv said
that election date of Aug
21 was finalised, but de-
spite presence of repre-
sentatives and Presidents
and Secretaries from 13
areas, elections could not
be held.

It is a very serious issue
for the district and there-
fore it was on Aug 21, the
working committee of
men and women and
District Rajnandgaon of
Gandharv Samaj has
been declared null 
and void.

Arang’s Mahamaya pond awaits beautification

Central Chronicle News

Aarang, Aug 25: Arang
Nagar in Chhattisgarh is
known for its temples as
well as ponds. Ancient and
historical temples are also
present on the banks of
these ponds. Due to which
religious sentiments are
attached to the temple as
well as the ponds among

the people here.
One of these is the main

local Mahamaya pond,
where the existence of the
pond is in danger due to
the encroachment and
filth that has been happen-
ing for a long time due to
the negligence of the ad-
ministration.

For its development and
beautification, last year

the government has also
approved Rs 69 lakh. The
famous temple of
Adishakti Mata
M a h a m a y a ,
Kumareshwar Mahadev
and Narayanban
Hanuman temple are also
present on the banks of
this pond. Immersion of
idols in Durgotsav and
other festivals also takes

place here; due to this
pond is also a pond of
faith.

But for the last several
years, due to the random
encroachment on the
banks of the pond and the
dirt emitted from them,
the nature of the pond has
changed.

Ward Councilor Sharad
Gupta informed that for

the conservation and
beautification of the
pond, Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria had
also sanctioned Rs.69
lakh, on which the con-
tract company has started
work.

But the work came to a
halt as no action was
taken against the en-
croachment. He said that

the water of the pond has
been emptied for the last
two years for the work,
but this year also due to
lack of action on the en-
croachment, the work of
beautification is not being
done. Meanwhile, Arang
SDM Atul Vishwakarma
has said to demarcate the
pond, to free it of en-
croachment.

 In Gram Bahana Kadi
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From Rajnandgaon district

Erection of 'Pandals' and others also begins in Rajnandgaon

Villagers take out candle march on his death anniv

134 teams conduct vaccination
campaign in 67 wards

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Aug 25: 134
teams simultaneously
conducted the vaccina-
tion campaign in all 67
wards of the Korba
Municipal Corporation
and applied first, second
and booster doses to the
people as per their eligi-
bility. Collector Sanjeev
Kumar Jha along with
C o r p o r a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey and
team of officers inspect-
ed the vaccination work
thoroughly after reach-
ing the wards and settle-
ments and while encour-
aging and guiding the of-
ficers involved in the vac-
cination work, instructed
to achieve the target of
vaccination.

A four-day vaccination

campaign is being run in
the wards and settle-
ments of Municipal
Corporation Korba area
from 22nd August to 25th
August. In the vaccina-
tion work, Municipal
Corporation Korba,
Health Department,
Education Department,
Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Anganwadi workers and
assistants, Mitanin and
other employees complet-
ed the vaccination work
while discharging their
respective responsibili-
ties. Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad, Collector
Sanjeev Kumar Jha and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Shri
Prabhakar Pandey have
appealed to the citizens
to get vaccination com-
pulsorily.

PADDY PLANTATION

Farm workers plant paddy saplings in a field during the monsoon season, on the outskirts of Jabalpur, Thursday.

PROTEST MARCH

Daily wage employees of Public Health Engineering department during a protest march demanding regularisation
of their jobs, in Jammu, Thursday.
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Cloudburst 
Dehradun: The death
toll in the cloudbursts
that hit Uttarakhand
recently has risen to
11 with the recovery of
more bodies from the
debris in affected
areas and an injured
dying at a hospital
here. Three more bod-
ies were recovered on
Wednesday from
Bhaiswar and Sarkhet
areas of Dehradun
while an elderly man
injured in a cloud-
burst died during
treatment at
Himalayan Hospital,
Jollygrant, the disas-
ter control room said
on Thursday.

Acquit
New Delhi: A court
here has acquitted two
men in a seven-year-
old assault case, say-
ing that continuing
with the trial would be
a waste of judicial
time, money and re-
sources and will also
cause unnecessary op-
pression of the ac-
cused. The judge also
said that in the ab-
sence of any incrimi-
nating evidence
against the accused
due to the com-
plainant not turning
for evidence, the pros-
ecution can never
hope to prove the alle-
gations and the testi-
monies of official wit-
nesses, even if it was
taken on record,
would be insufficient.

Suicide
Kannauj: A 54-year-
old man allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging himself from
a tree after being “ha-
rassed” by a police-
man at Jalalpur
Thakuran village
here. Family mem-
bers of the dead have
alleged that he was
disturbed over a po-
lice sub-inspector
threatening him of
sending him to jail in
connection with a
murder case. Tukman
used to live in a house
constructed in an
agriculture field and
on Thursday morn-
ing he was found
hanging from a tree,
police said on
Thursday.

Test
Asansol: A day after
he was remanded in
14 days’ judicial cus-
tody by a special CBI
court, arrested TMC
strongman Anubrata
Mondal was on
Thursday taken to
the state-run district
hospital at Asansol
in Paschim
Bardhaman district
for a medical check-
up. Mondal, who suf-
fers from chronic dis-
eases, underwent
several routine tests
at Asansol Zilla
Hospital for over an
hour, a senior doctor
there told reporters.
“There is no need for
hospitalisation. He
can do with the med-
ical support already
made available in the
judicial custody,” the
doctor said.

Shimla, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Anand Sharma on
Thursday said the G23
grouping is working to
strengthen the party,
which will put up a united
face in the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls.

Sharma said this while
addressing reporters here,
days after he resigned
from the chairmanship of
the party’s steering com-
mittee for the state citing
“continuing exclusion and
insults”. The G23 is a
group of dissident senior
Congress leaders who
have demanded organisa-
tional overhaul. Sharma is
part of the group.

The senior Congress
leader told reporters that
the Congress must be re-
newed in those states
where it has lost elections.
“This is the wish of every

Congressman,” he said.
The Congress will make

every possible effort to
overcome shortcomings
and contest the coming
Assembly elections in
Himachal Pradesh united-
ly, he added.

Speaking on the G23
grouping within the
Congress, Sharma said it
is working to make the
party stronger. “The G23 is
working to make the

Congress stronger. Giving
suggestions for making
the organisation strong is
the need of democracy,”
said Sharma, who is also
the Congress Working
Committee member.

“Whatever we have said
is registered with the
Congress president. There
are many steps that have
been taken, we hope that
more steps will be taken,”
he added.

‘Cong will put up 
united face in HP polls’

Senior Congress leader Anand Sharma addresses media
during a press conference, in Shimla, Thursday. 

Artists give finishing 
touches to an idol of Lord

Ganesha, made from paper
pulp to raise awareness 

on environment, ahead of
the Ganesh Chaturthi 
festival in Mumbai.

Bhopal, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh
government has suspend-
ed the recognition of 93
nursing colleges after
they came under the scan-
ner of the High Court.

MP Nursing Council
administrator Dr Yogesh
Sharma on Thursday told
PTI that recognition of 93
nursing colleges had been
suspended.

Sources said 16 of of
these colleges are in
Indore, eight in Bhopal,
seven in Jabalpur, among
other places.

Vishal Baghel, presi-
dent of the Law Students
Association of Madhya
Pradesh, had filed a pub-
lic interest litigation
(PTI) on January 11 this
year alleging lack of in-
frastructure in some of
these colleges as well as
few of them running only

on paper on the basis of
fake documents.

Baghel and his coun-
sels Alok Vagrecha and
Deepak Tiwari had
drawn the attention of
the court towards the pa-
thetic condition of these
institutes.

On May 10, the HC had
sought details, including
documents and photo-
graphs, from 453 colleges
from the MP Nursing
Council, but 93 had failed
to respond to notices is-
sued by the MPNC, after
which their recognition
was suspended, Baghel
told PTI. On Tuesday, a di-
vision bench of Chief
Justice Ravi Malimath
and Justice Vishal
Mishra had also ordered
the state government to
appoint an administrator
to run the MP Nursing
Council after observing
that the material fur-

nished to the court by the
latter was incorrect.
Taking cognisance of
some of the photographs
submitted by the petition-
er’s lawyer, the HC ob-
served it was “shocking”
that some sheds have
been shown as colleges.

“On considering the af-
fidavit filed before the
court as well as previous
affidavits and the materi-
al on record, the same
would indicate involve-
ment by the Registrar
(MP Nursing Council) in
supplying incorrect infor-
mation to the court,” the
bench order had said on
Tuesday.

The statements made
by the Council’s registrar
on affidavit are shown to
be false through affidavits
of the petitioner, and this
is a very serious matter,
the court order said. It
also said the “Registrar is

responsible to a very
great extent for the pres-
ent state of affairs”,
adding that careers of
students were at risk due
to the registrar’s acts of
omission and commis-
sion.

“Therefore, we deem it
just and necessary that
the Registrar, MP
Nursing Council, Bhopal
be directed to be kept
under suspension forth-
with,” the order said.

In relation to the photo-
graphs submitted, the
court order said, “There
is a broken room with a
couple of vessels, which
is said to be the laborato-
ry. Photographs of a huge
college structure are also
being produced. However,
there is a plastic board
which indicates it is one
of the nursing colleges.
Same is the photographs
of certain other colleges.”

MP govt suspends recognition of 93 nursing colleges
Dehradun, Aug 25 (PTI):  

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has asked officials
to cancel all recruitment
examinations where irreg-
ularities have been detect-
ed by authorities and start
the selection process
afresh. The order was is-
sued by Dhami while re-
viewing the status of the
ongoing probe into the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection
Commission (UKSSSC) re-
cruitment scam here on
Wednesday.

“All examinations in
which there is evidence of
irregularities should be
cancelled and the selection
process should be started
afresh,” Dhami said at the
meeting attended by sen-
ior officials including
Chief Secretary S S

Sandhu, DGP Ashok
Kumar and Additional
Chief Secretary Radha
Raturi. He asked the
Special Task Force (STF),
investigating the case, to
expedite the probe, identi-
fy and arrest the guilty,
confiscate their illegal
property and take action
against them under the
Gangster Act and the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The chief minister said
corrupt or illegal activity
of any kind cannot be tol-
erated.

Appointments of taint-
ed people recruited
through examinations
held in an unfair manner
should be cancelled and
action should be taken
against them as per the
law, he said. However, the
examinations being held
fairly should be concluded

on time, he added. Dhami
said a new chairman of
the UKSSSC should be ap-
pointed soon so that it
functions properly.
Recruitment to vacancies
in different departments
should be made in a clean
and transparent manner,
he said.

The STF has so far ar-
rested 22 people, including
eight government employ-
ees, in connection with the
UKSSSC recruitment
scam. Investigations have
revealed that the accused
took Rs 12-15 lakh from
each candidate in ex-
change for a solved ques-
tion paper.

The graduation-level
exams, in which wrongdo-
ings have been detected,
were conducted by the
UKSSSC on December 4
and 5 last year in three sit-
tings.

Dhami asks officials to cancel all UKSSSC
exams after irregularities surface

Kolkata, Aug 25(PTI): 

Next time you gorge on
a pile of fried snacks at a
roadside eatery, think
again.

A recent survey report
has revealed that almost
60% of used cooking oil
(UCO), which, according
to scientists, raises the
risk of contracting non-
communicable diseases,
including cancer, heart ail-
ments and organ damage,
often finds its way back
into the food stream.

Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), in asso-
ciation with Koan
Advisory Group and
Finland-based Neste, in a
report revealed that the re-
use of UCO by commercial
food business operators

(FBOs) is pervasive, espe-
cially among small estab-
lishments and street ven-
dors, who often utilise
black, smoked oil till the
last drop.

As many as 505 (101
large-sized and 406 small-
sized) food business opera-
tors (FBOs), including
street vendors and small
establishments, across
four metros — Kolkata,
Mumbai, New Delhi and
Chennai — were surveyed
in the study.

According to Dr Amit
Javed, Director,
G a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l
Surgeries, CK Birla
Hospital, Re-using cooking
oil causes free radicals in
the oil to get released.
These free radicals are
carcinogenic. Reusing

cooking oil may lead to
stomach cancer and can-
cer in the food pipe, apart
from heart disease.
Cooking oil mustn’t be
reused even once.
Regulatory agencies have
prepared guidelines on the
proper use of cooking oil,
which must be adhered to,
in the interest of public
health and wellbeing.”

In India, consumption of
UCO in any form is strict-
ly prohibited under food
safety guidelines. The
Food and Safety Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) launched
Repurpose Used Cooking
Oil (RUCO) initiative
under which UCO was col-
lected and converted to
biodiesel — to combat the
health menace.

‘60%  of used cooking oil finds
its way back into food stream’

SURVEY REPORT

Bengaluru, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Karnataka cabinet
on Thursday condemned
the 40 per cent commis-
sion allegations made by
the State contractors asso-
ciation, calling it ‘base-
less’ and asked it to prove
with evidence.

Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, who
termed the allegations as
“nothing but politically
motivated”, hit out at the
Congress, which along
with the association is de-
manding a judicial probe.

“I demand details and
evidence for allegations
made; if given, will an
order inquiry in 24
hours”, Bommai said.

The contractors’ associ-
ation has renewed its 40
per cent commission
charge and said that it
would continue its fight

demanding an independ-
ent judicial inquiry.

An association delega-
tion, led by its president D
Kempanna, had on
Wednesday met Congress
leader and Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Siddaramaiah
and later alleged that the
whole system was cor-
rupt.

He accused Ministers
and MLAs of demanding
a percentage, and that
they would be writing an-
other letter to the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in this regard.

“The cabinet informal-
ly discussed it (commis-
sion charge), this is not an
issue that brings pride to
the state. If anyone has to
make any charge or make
any allegations they will
have to provide evi-
dence...we are saddened

by such baseless allega-
tions and as a government
we condemn it,” Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister J C
Madhuswamy said.

Speaking to reporters
after the cabinet meeting,
he said, “If they have evi-
dence, let them give it to
Lokayukta who is a judi-
cial officer or at least to
the media, instead just
making a statement call-
ing all 224 MLAs as cor-
rupt will not bring respect
to the state. If they pro-
vide evidence we will ini-
tiate an inquiry, we are
not here to protect any-
one.”

Ahead of the cabinet
briefing, Bommai said the
intention of Kempanna
and team is clear from the
fact that they met
Siddaramaiah, before
making the allegations.

K’taka govt condemns graft 
charges levelled by contractors body

Thrissur (Kerala), Aug
25 (PTI): The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday carried
out a raid on the
Karuvannur Cooperative
Bank where a Rs 300-crore
scam has allegedly taken
place. An ED source told
PTI that the raid began in
the morning and was still
continuing.

“The ED officials are ex-
amining the documents
which were sealed earlier,”
the source said. On August
10, the ED raided the hous-
es of the accused in the
scam. The agitated deposi-
tors are on a warpath
against the management
of the ruling CPI(M)-con-
trolled Karuvannur
Cooperative Bank, located
at Irinjalakuda, demand-
ing the return of their
money. The loan scam was

reported in the bank in
Thrissur district in July
2021. Following this, a case
against six bank officials
was filed and an inquiry
commenced.

After several people, in-
cluding local customers,
raised apprehension over
the bank’s functioning, an
audit was conducted there
recently, in which the
charges were reportedly
found to be true.

During the inspection, it
was also found that loans
were sanctioned on the
property pledged by local
customers without their
knowledge and the loan
amount was credited mul-
tiple times to the selected
account. Following the al-
legations, the 13-member
committee of the Marxist
party-ruled bank was dis-
banded.

ED raids cooperative
bank in Kerala

Kottayam (Kerala), Aug
25 (PTI): The Crime
Branch wing of Kerala
police on Thursday raid-
ed senior Kerala politi-
cian P C George’s resi-
dence at Erattupetta in
the district.

This action claimed to
have been taken in con-
nection with the 2017 ac-
tress assault case was po-
litically motivated, said
George and his son Shone
George to mediapersons
after the raid. The inten-
tion was to find what evi-
dence his father was
going to submit to the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) against Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, he alleged.

This was evident from
the fact that the Crime
Branch wanted to know
what documents were

there in the house and
also wanted to take his
mobile phone, he said.

“The police know that
if anyone wanted to send
anything to P C George,
they would send it on my
e-mail or whatsapp.
Therefore, the evidence
my father wants to sub-
mit before ED will be
there on my phone,” he
further said. So, he said,
his phone cannot be given
to the police.

“You know what will
come of that. Will not give
it (phone) to the police,
but will happily submit it
before court,” he further
said.

Shone George said he
was close to actor Dileep
and firmly believed that
the latter would not do
what he has been accused
of in the case.

Crime Branch raids 
P C George’s residence



MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAME

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, top left, stands on top of a Gepard anti-aircraft gun tank as he visits a training 
program for Ukrainian soldiers at a military training area in Putlos, Germany, Thursday, June 25.
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Pokrovsk (Ukraine), Aug 25 (AP):

The death toll from a
Russian rocket attack as
Ukraine observed its
Independence Day has
risen to 25, including an
11-year-old boy found
under the rubble of a
house and a 6-year-old
killed in a car fire near a
train station that was the
target, a Ukrainian offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Russia’s Defence
Ministry said its forces
used an Iskander missile
to strike a military train
that was carrying
Ukrainian troops and
equipment to the front
line in eastern Ukraine.
The ministry claimed
more than 200 reservists
“were destroyed on their
way to the combat zone.”

The deputy head of
the Ukrainian presiden-
tial office, Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, did not say
if the 25 victims he re-
ported from
Wednesday’s attack all
were civilians. A total of
31 people sustained in-
juries, he said.

The lethal strike in
Chaplyne, a town of
about 3,500 residents in

the central
Dnipropetrovsk region
nonetheless served as a
brutally painful re-
minder that Russia’s
military force is causing
civilians to suffer and
testing Ukraine’s re-
silience after six months
of a grinding war.

In Geneva on
Thursday, the UN’s
human rights chief,
Michelle Bachelet, de-

cried the time since
Russian President
Vladimir Putin sent
troops into the neigh-
bouring country as
“unimaginably horrify-
ing.” She called on
Putin “to halt armed at-
tacks against Ukraine.”

The train station
strike took place after
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
warned that Moscow

might attempt some-
thing particularly cruel
this week as Ukraine
marked both its 1991 dec-
laration of independ-
ence from the Soviet

Union and the six-month
point of Russia’s inva-
sion on Wednesday.

Tetyana Kvitnytska,
deputy head of the
Dnipropetrovsk regional
health department, said
the people wounded in
the attack suffered a
range of injuries.

“There are craniocere-
bral injuries, limb frac-
tures, many patients
with explosive and
shrapnel injuries,
burns,” she said.
“People were in a diffi-
cult condition, both
physically and psycho-
logically.”

“Now our efforts are fo-
cused on the children
who suffered. We work
with four children. Three
children out of four are
in serious condition. In
addition to severe stress,
they have blast and
shrapnel injuries, burns,
and fractures,”
Kvitnytska said.

Death toll from train station attack in Ukraine rises to 25
Islamabad, Aug 25 (PTI):

An anti-terrorism court
in Pakistan on Thursday
granted interim bail till
September 1 to former
prime minister Imran
Khan in a terrorism case
registered against him for
threatening police, judici-
ary and other state institu-
tions during a rally in the
capital last week.

Judge Raja Jawad
Abbas Hassan of the anti-
terrorism court here
granted the bail to him till
September 1 against a
surety of Rs 100,000, the
Dawn News reported.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief ’s bail
plea was filed in the court
on Thursday prior to his
arrival, with the petitioner
contending that the terror-
ism case against him was
registered by police as an
act of revenge.

Security was tightened
around the Federal
Judicial Complex, where
the hearing was held, with
police and Frontier Corps
personnel deployed at the
site. Roads in the com-
plex’s surroundings were

also blocked.
Khan’s party, mean-

while, called on support-
ers to come out on the
streets and then head to
Islamabad the next day if
he is taken into custody.

Khan, 69, was booked
under Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act (pun-
ishment for acts of terror-
ism) on Sunday for threat-
ening a female judge and
senior police officers at a
public rally in Islamabad a
day earlier.

In his address, Khan had
threatened to file cases
against top police officials,
a woman magistrate,
Election Commission of
Pakistan and political op-
ponents over the treat-
ment meted out to his aide
Shahbaz Gill, who was ar-
rested on charges of sedi-
tion. At the rally, he had

warned the judiciary
against its biased attitude
towards his party, saying
that it should brace itself
for the consequences.

The former prime min-
ister had also warned ad-
ditional district and ses-
sions judge Zeba
Chaudhry, who had ap-
proved the two-day physi-
cal remand of his aide
Shahbaz Gill’s on the re-
quest of the capital police
in a sedition case, that she,
too, would face dire conse-
quences.

The PTI chief had
threatened to file cases
against Islamabad’s in-
spector general of police
and deputy inspector gen-
eral of police, saying, We
won’t spare you.

On Monday, the
Islamabad High Court
granted him protective
bail for three days with the
direction to seek bail from
the sessions court before
the expiry of the three-day
period.

The FIR against Khan
said that his speech had
spread fear and uncertain-
ty among the police,
judges and the nation.

Pak court grants interim bail to
Imran Khan in terrorism case

Washington, Aug 25 (PTI):

India for the first time
on Wednesday voted
against Russia during a
procedural vote at the
United Nations Security
Council on Ukraine, as the
15-member powerful UN
body invited Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to address a
meeting through a video
tele-conference.

This is for the first time
that India has voted
against Russia on the issue
of Ukraine, after the
Russian military action
began in February. So far,
New Delhi has abstained
at the UN Security Council
on Ukraine, much to the
annoyance of the Western
powers led by the United
States.

Western nations, includ-
ing the US, have imposed
major economic and other
sanctions on Russia follow-
ing the aggression.

India has not criticised
Russia for its aggression

against Ukraine. New
Delhi has repeatedly called
upon the Russian and
Ukrainian sides to return
to the path of diplomacy
and dialogue, and also ex-
pressed its support for all
diplomatic efforts to end
the conflict between the
two countries.

India currently is a non-
permanent member of the
UNSC for a two-year term,
which ends in December.

On Wednesday, the
UNSC held a meeting to
take stock of the now six-
month-old conflict on the
31st anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence.

As the meeting began,
Russian Ambassador to
the United Nations Vassily
A Nebenzia requested a
procedural vote concern-
ing Ukrainian President’s
participation in the meet-
ing by video tele-confer-
ence.

Following statements by
him and Ferit Hoxha of
Albania, the Council ex-
tended an invitation to

Zelensky to participate in
the meeting via video tele-
conference by a vote of 13
in favour to one against.
Russia voted against such
an invitation, while China
abstained.

Nebenzia insisted that
Russia does not oppose
Zelensky’s participation,
but such participation
must be in-person. During
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Council decided to
work virtually, but such
meetings were informal
and, after the pandemic’s
peak, the Council returned
to the provisional rules of
procedure, he argued.

Reiterating that his
country’s objection per-
tains specifically to the
President’s participation
by video tele-conference,
he called for a procedural
vote on this matter, to
which India and 12 other
countries did not agree
and supported Zelensky to
address the Council via
video conference.

Albania’s Hoxha argued

that Ukraine is at war, and
the situation in that coun-
try requires the President
to be there. Due to this
unique situation, he sup-
ported Zelensky’s partici-
pation via video tele-con-
ference and urged other
members to do the same.

Nebenzia regretted that
Council members had spo-
ken out against complying
with the rules of the
organ. We can understand
the logic of Kyiv’s Western
backers , he said, express-
ing disappointment that
other members con-
tributed to the erosion of
the Council’s very founda-
tion and practices.

Soon thereafter,
Zelensky in his remarks
via a video conference
called for the Russian
Federation to be held ac-
countable for its crimes of
aggression against
Ukraine. “If Moscow is not
stopped now, then all these
Russian murderers will in-
evitably end up in other
countries, he said.

India votes against Russia in UNSC
during procedural vote on Ukraine

TROPICAL STORM

An aerial view shows fishing boats that have returned to port for
shelter before the arrival of tropical storm Ma-on in Yangjiang city in
southern Chinas Guangdong Province. 

Beijing, Aug 25 (PTI):

China’s defence min-
istry on Thursday said it
was firmly opposed to any
third party “meddling” in
the border issue and hoped
India will abide by the bi-
lateral agreements not to
hold military drills near
the Line of Actual Control

(LAC), the very pacts it has
been accused of violating
in eastern Ladakh leading
to a prolonged standoff.

Senior Colonel Tan
Kefei, a spokesperson for
China’s Ministry of
National Defence (MND),
made the comments while
replying to question about
reports of special forces of

the US and India recently
holding a joint combat ex-
ercise in the southern
foothills of the Himalayas
and their plans to conduct
a joint military exer-
cise code-named “War
Exercise” (Yudh
Abhyas) in October
close to the border. “We
firmly oppose any third

party to meddle in the
China-India border issue
in any form,” Tan told an
online press conference
here.

China objects to Indo-US military drills nears LAC

NNiikkooppooll  ((UUkkrraaiinnee)),,  AAuugg
2255  ((AAPP)):: Ukrainians are
once again anxious and
alarmed about the fate
of a nuclear power plant
in a land that was home
to the world’s worst
atomic accident in 1986
at Chernobyl. The
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, Europe’s largest,
has been occupied by
Russian forces since the
early days of the war,
and continued fighting
near the facility has
heightened fears of a
catastrophe that could
affect nearby towns in
southern Ukraine or
potentially an even
wider region. The gov-
ernment in Kyiv alleges
Russia is essentially
holding the Soviet-era
nuclear plant hostage,
storing weapons there
and launching attacks

from around it, while
Moscow accuses
Ukraine of recklessly fir-
ing on the facility,
which is located in
the city of
Enerhodar.

Anybody who
u n d e r s t a n d s
nuclear safety
issues has been
trembling for the
last six months,
said Mycle
Schneider, an
independent poli-
cy consultant and
coordinator of the
World Nuclear
Industry Status
Report. Ukraine
cannot simply
shut down its
nuclear plants
during the war
because it is heav-
ily reliant on
them, and its 15

reactors at four stations
provide about half of its
electricity.

Ukrainian fears run high over fighting near nuclear plant
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Y ears late and billions over
budget, NASA's new moon

rocket makes its debut next week
in a high-stakes test flight before
astronauts get on top. The 322-
foot rocket will attempt to send an
empty crew capsule into a far-
flung lunar orbit, 50 years after
NASA's famed Apollo moonshots.
If all goes well, astronauts could
strap in as soon as 2024 for a lap
around the moon, with NASA aim-
ing to land two people on the lunar
surface by the end of 2025. Liftoff
is set for Monday morning from
NASA's Kennedy Space Center.
The six-week test flight is risky
and could be cut short if some-
thing fails, NASA officials warn.  

We're going to stress it and test
it. We're going make it do things
that we would never do with a
crew on it in order to try to make it
as safe as possible, NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson told The
Associated Press on Wednesday.
The retired founder of George
Washington University's space
policy institute said a lot is riding
on this trial run. Spiraling costs
and long gaps between missions
will make for a tough comeback if
things go south, he noted.  It is
supposed to be the first step in a
sustained program of human ex-
ploration of the moon, Mars, and
beyond," said John Logsdon. 

Will the United States have the
will to push forward in the face of
a major malfunction?" The price
tag for this single mission: more
than 4 billion. Add everything up
since the program's inception a

decade ago until a 2025 lunar
landing, and there's even more
sticker shock: 93 billion. Here's a
rundown of the first flight of the
Artemis programme, named after
Apollo's mythological twin sister.

RROOCCKKEETT  PPOOWWEERR
The new rocket is shorter and

slimmer than the Saturn V rockets
that hurled 24 Apollo astronauts to
the moon a half-century ago. But
it's mightier, packing 4 million
kilograms of thrust. It's called the
Space Launch System rocket, SLS
for short, but a less clunky name is
under discussion, according to
Nelson.  Unlike the streamlined
Saturn V, the new rocket has a pair
of strap-on boosters refashioned
from NASA's space shuttles. The
boosters will peel away after two
minutes, just like the shuttle
boosters did, but won't be fished
from the Atlantic for reuse. The
core stage will keep firing before
separating and crashing into the
Pacific in pieces. Two hours after
liftoff, an upper stage will send
the capsule, Orion, racing toward
the moon.

MMOOOONNSSHHIIPP
NASA's high-tech, automated

Orion capsule is named after the
constellation, among the night
sky's brightest. At 11 feet tall, it's
roomier than Apollo's capsule,
seating four astronauts instead of
three. For this test flight, a full-size
dummy in an orange flight suit will
occupy the commander's seat,
rigged with vibration and acceler-
ation sensors. Two other man-
nequins made of material simulat-
ing human tissue heads and fe-
male torsos, but no limbs will
measure cosmic radiation, one of
the biggest risks of spaceflight.
One torso is testing a protective
vest from Israel. Unlike the rocket,
Orion has launched before, mak-
ing two laps around Earth in 2014.
This time, the European Space
Agency's service module will be
attached for propulsion and solar
power via four wings.

FFLLIIGGHHTT  PPLLAANN
Orion's flight is supposed to last

six weeks from its Florida liftoff to
Pacific splashdown, twice as long
as astronaut trips in order to tax
the systems. It will take nearly a
week to reach the moon, 386,000
kilometers away. After whipping
closely around the moon, the cap-
sule will enter a distant orbit with
a far point of 61,000 kilometers.
That will put Orion 450,000 kilo-
meters from Earth, farther than
Apollo. The big test comes at mis-
sion's end, as Orion hits the at-
mosphere at 40,000 kph on its way
to a splashdown in the Pacific. The
heat shield uses the same materi-
al as the Apollo capsules to with-
stand reentry temperatures of
2,750 degrees Celsius. But the ad-
vanced design anticipates the
faster, hotter returns by future
Mars crews.

HHIITTCCHHHHIIKKEERRSS
Besides three test dummies, the

flight has a slew of stowaways for
deep space research. Ten shoe-
box-size satellites will pop off
once Orion is hurtling toward the
moon. The problem is these so-
called CubeSats were installed in
the rocket a year ago, and the bat-
teries for half of them couldn't be
recharged as the launch kept get-
ting delayed. NASA expects some
to fail, given the low-cost, high-
risk nature of these mini satellites.
The radiation-measuring
CubeSats should be OK. 

Also in the clear: a solar sail
demo targeting an asteroid. In a
back-to-the-future salute, Orion
will carry a few slivers of moon
rocks collected by Apollo 11's Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin in
1969, and a bolt from one of their
rocket engines, salvaged from the
sea a decade ago. Aldrin isn't at-
tending the launch, according to
NASA, but three of his former col-
leagues will be there: Apollo 7's
Walter Cunningham, Apollo 10's
Tom Stafford and Apollo 17's
Harrison Schmitt, the next-to-last
man to walk on the moon.

AAPPOOLLLLOO  VVSS..  AARRTTEEMMIISS
More than 50 years later, Apollo

still stands as NASA's greatest

achievement. Using 1960s tech-
nology, NASA took just eight years
to go from launching its first astro-
naut, Alan Shepard, and landing
Armstrong and Aldrin on the
moon. By contrast, Artemis al-
ready has dragged on for more
than a decade, despite building on
the short-lived moon exploration
programme Constellation. Twelve
Apollo astronauts walked on the
moon from 1969 through 1972,
staying no longer than three days
at a time. For Artemis, NASA will
be drawing from a diverse astro-
naut pool currently numbering 42
and is extending the time crews
will spend on the moon to at least
a week. The goal is to create a
long-term lunar presence that will
grease the skids for sending peo-
ple to Mars. NASA's Nelson, prom-
ises to announce the first Artemis
moon crews once Orion is back on
Earth.

WWHHAATT''SS  NNEEXXTT
There's a lot more to be done

before astronauts step on the
moon again. A second test flight
will send four astronauts around
the moon and back, perhaps as
early as 2024. A year or so later,
NASA aims to send another four
up, with two of them touching
down at the lunar south pole.
Orion doesn't come with its own
lunar lander like the Apollo space-
craft did, so NASA has hired Elon
Musk's SpaceX to provide its
Starship spacecraft for the first
Artemis moon landing. 

Two other private companies
are developing moonwalking
suits. The sci-fi-looking Starship
would link up with Orion at the
moon and take a pair of astro-
nauts to the surface and back to
the capsule for the ride home. So
far, Starship has only soared 10
kilometers. Musk wants to launch
Starship around Earth on SpaceX's
Super Heavy Booster before at-
tempting a moon landing without
a crew.One hitch: Starship will
need a fill-up at an Earth-orbiting
fuel depot, before heading to 
the moon.
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Injustice 
The convicts of gang-rape

of a pregnant woman Bilkis
Bano and killer of seven
members of her family in-
cluding her three-year-old
daughter were given hero's
welcome with garlands and
sweets after they walked out
of prison as free men after
serving just fifteen years of
imprisonment. The video of
the celebration has widely
been circulated. The mood
of the celebration shows the
attitude of 180 degree oppo-
site of remorse. Not only
Bilkis Bano but also the res-
idents of her village are
now feeling insecure.
Several people have left
Randhikpur village in
Gujarat's Dahod district out
of fear of violence from the
side of the convicts after
their release. These convicts
should be sent to the prison
again for rest of their lives.

Sujit De, Kolkata

Non-Gandhi chief
Sooner the better if a non-

Gandhi Congress chief is
elected to fill the vacuum
and save the party, which
otherwise seems to be losing
ground across India. An en-
ergetic younger leader
should be chosen to instil
vigour in the party and en-
able it to regain lost ground.
A strong Opposition is a
must for a vibrant democra-
cy and to save it from degen-
eration.

Roop Singh, via mail 

Berating Nehru
As the first PM, and with

sagacity and pioneering
leadership, Nehru provided
political stability and built
umpteen independent insti-
tutions, such as the Election
and Planning Commissions,
IITs, AIIMS, CSIR, and
Bhakra Dam. He was the ar-
chitect of non-alignment as
India’s foreign policy, and
stood for pluralism and
composite ancient culture
tempered by modern scien-
tific temper. And because of
this, he is the bete noire of
the powers that be. For
them, he is not a freedom
fighter and a democrat, but
a dynast who contributed
little for national develop-
ment. Nehru-bashing pays
political dividends to the
ruling class by polarising
society.

Prem Singh Dahiya,
Rohtak

PM must break
silence

The question in the mind
of the janta today is, when
will Prime Minister Modi
break his silence on the re-
lease of the 11 convicts in
the Bilkis Bano case? A min-
ister even called them
Brahmins and thus san-
skari. Every time, long
speeches are not required.
In a democratic setup, the
ruling party is answerable
to public sentiments.
During the past eight years
as PM, he has never held a
press conference.

Bhupinder Kochhar,
Panchkula

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Kamrup: Participants take part in a traditional boat race at Hajo in Kamrup district, Thursday, Aug. 25.

EXPLAINER: NASA tests new moon 
rocket, 50 years after Apollo

TRADITIONAL BOAT RACE

Chris Kirkland

T o see a world in a
grain of sand , the

opening sentence of the
poem by William Blake, is
an oft-used phrase that also
captures some of what ge-
ologists do. We observe the
composition of mineral
grains, smaller than the
width of a human hair.
Then, we extrapolate the
chemical processes they
suggest to ponder the con-
struction of our planet it-
self. Now, we've taken that
minute attention to new
heights, connecting tiny
grains to Earth's place in
the galactic environment.
Looking out to the universe

At an even larger scale,
astrophysicists seek to un-
derstand the universe and
our place in it. They use
laws of physics to develop

models that describe the or-
bits of astronomical ob-
jects. Although we may
think of the planet's sur-
face as something shaped
by processes entirely with-
in Earth itself, our planet
has undoubtedly felt the ef-
fects of its cosmic environ-
ment.

This includes periodic
changes in Earth's orbit,
variations in the Sun's out-
put, gamma ray bursts,
and of course meteorite
impacts. Just looking at
the Moon and its pock-
marked surface should re-
mind us of that, given
Earth is more than 80
times more massive than
its grey satellite.

The rhythm of crust 
production on Earth

Many rocks on Earth
form from molten or semi-
molten magma. This

magma is derived either di-
rectly from the mantle the
predominantly solid but
slowly flowing layer below
the planet's crust or from
recooking even older bits
of pre-existing crust. As
liquid magma cools, it
eventually freezes into
solid rock. Through this
cooling process of magma
crystallisation, mineral
grains grow and can trap
elements such as uranium
that decay over time and
produce a sort of stop-
watch, recording their age.

Not only that, but crys-
tals can also trap other ele-
ments that track the com-
position of their parental
magma, like how a sur-
name might track a per-
son's family. With these two
pieces of information age
and composition we can
then reconstruct a time-

line of crust production.
Our place in the cosmos
But there is another

process with a similar
rhythm. Our Solar System
and the four spiral arms of
the Milky Way are both
spinning around the super-
massive black hole at the
galaxy's centre, yet they
are moving at different
speeds. The spiral arms
orbit at 210 kilometres per
second, while the Sun is
speeding along at 240km
per second, meaning our
Solar System is surfing
into and out of the galaxy's
arms.

You can think of the spi-
ral arms as dense regions
that slow the passage of
stars much like a traffic
jam, which only clears fur-
ther down the road (or
through the arm). This
model results in approxi-

mately 200 million years
between each entry our
Solar System makes into a
spiral arm of the galaxy.

Harbingers of
doom, or gardeners 
for terrestrial life?

Continental crust is vital
in most of Earth's natural
cycles it interacts with
water and oxygen, forming
new weathered products,
hosting most metals and
biological carbon. Large
meteorite impacts are cata-
clysmic events that can
obliterate life. Yet, impacts
may very well have been
key to the development of
the continental crust we
live on. With the recent
passage of interstellar as-
teroids through the Solar
System, some have even
gone so far as to suggest
they ferried life across the
cosmos.
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MARCIA DUNN

T he ongoing freebies case in the Supreme Court of India has
reached an interesting stage with the DMK seeking to be made a

party into it. It clearly indicated that the presumption on which the ‘free-
bies’ is understood would decide its fate in favour of the Centre or
States, the Rich or the Poor, and the real objectives expressed in the
Preamble of the Constitution of India, and its several provisions. DMK
has challenged the very presumption of ‘freebies’ under which the
Centre led by Modi government has labelled by it the welfare schemes
introduced by the State governments alone. On the one hand PM Modi
has been criticizing the other political parties in opposition ruling sever-
al states for their ‘welfare schemes’ as ‘freebies’ for a long time, the op-
position has also questioned him why his ‘welfare and other promotion
schemes’ should not fall in this category? DMK has even questioned,
forget about the ‘welfare schemes’ for the poor, why not put the
Centre’s “tax holidays” for foreign companies, “waiver of bad loans of
influential industrialists” and granting of crucial contracts to “favoured
conglomerates” should not be put in the same bracket as ‘freebies?
DMK has even put the matter on record in the Supreme Court and said
that there was no “straight-jacket formula” to decipher which scheme
deserves to be called a ‘freebie’. The Constitution of India empowers not
only the Centre but also the States to promulgate welfare schemes, and
the term ‘freebies’ cannot be interpreted to restrict States, the DMK has
said. “Such Schemes have been introduced in order to provide basic ne-
cessities which poor households cannot afford. They cannot be imputed
to be luxuries. Schemes such as free electricity can have a multidimen-
sional effect on a poor household.” The party have even mentioned that
it had introduced various welfare schemes such as rice at Rs1 per kg,
free distribution of colour television sets to poor households, free bus
passes to women among others for uplifting the poor households. “A wel-
fare scheme providing a free service is introduced with the intent to se-
cure a social order and economic justice. In no imaginable reality, it could
be construed as a freebie,” the party has argued. Before going into de-
tails, one must know what is a ‘freebie’. The world originated sometime
during 1925-30 perhaps from a noun phrase ‘free bee’. It was used in sen-
tence like “Put the bee on to borrow money with not intentions or repay-
ing it.” And the money that was not intended to be repaid was referred to
as ‘freebie’. If we stick to the origin, even all the loans given to the rich,
which are not intended to be repaid, are ‘freebies’. In contemporary lan-
guage ‘freebies’ are defined as something given without charge or cost.
No doubt, political parties and leaders have been resorting to ‘freebies’,
including PM Modi, who warned about the “Revadi culture” on July 16,
2022, while inaugurating Bundelkhand Expressways in Jalaun. He de-
nounced the ‘politics of freebies’ allegedly practiced by certain political
parties to garner votes. He called upon the people to be cautious of them
and also rid the country’s political arena of the proponents of ‘Revadi
(freebie) culture” as it was a dangerous trend which retarded the growth
of the country. Most surprisingly he said so as if he and his BJP or allies
are not following the same culture which he was denouncing. It did not
go unreplied. Chief Minister of Delhi and AAP leader ArvindKejriwal said
that providing free education and healthcare are not ‘freebies’, but ef-
forts towards making India No 1. It is not a secret, but everyone can see
the level of education and healthcare achievement in NCT Delhi, which is
not a small gain at a time when Modi government has been pursuing
policies since 2014, making education and healthcare too expensive for
the common people in the country. The Supreme Court has a great issue
in hand, the decision on which may impact the future of the country. The
taxpayer’s money should not be wasted in ‘freebies’ but what constitute
‘freebies’, and what is not is a million dollar question. 

Reining in ‘Freebies’ needs
thorough debate

P. Sreekumaran

T he confrontation between Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan
and the Left Democratic Front (LDF) Government of Kerala on the

Kannur University issue has touched a new low. A protracted legal battle
is in the offing with the Vice-Chancellor of the Kannur Varsity deciding to
move the court against the Governor’s stay on the appointment of Priya
Varghese, wife of Chief Minister PinarayiVijayan’s private secretary KK
Ragesh, as associate professor in the Department of Malayalam, Kannur
University (KU). The Governor invoked his powers as Chancellor under
Section7(3) of the Kannur University Act, 1996. Section 7(3) of the
Kannur University Act empowers the Chancellor to annul any proceed-
ings of the authorities of the University which is not in conformity with
the Act and statutes, ordinances, regulations, rules or byelaws. Priya’s
appointment had created a controversy following allegations that she did
not have the required teaching experience to apply for the post.
Favouritism was also alleged in her interview for the job. Mr. Khan also
issued notices to the stakeholders, including Priya and the University VC
GopinathRavindrfan. The Governor’s action followed a complaint filed by
the Save University Campaign Committee (SUCC) that the University
had ignored low research scores and given disproportionate weightage
to a “highly subjective and questionable” interview to favourPriya
Varghese at the expense of six other ‘more eligible’ candidates. However,
Higher Education Minister R Bindu claimed that the Government had no
say in Priya’s appointment. The Opposition parties swung into action
quickly to extract political mileage out of the issue. Leader of the
Opposition fired the first salvo by demanding the Kannur VC’s immediate
resignation. The BJP also came down heavily against the Kannur VC’s de-
cision appointing Priya Varghese. On her part, a peeved Priya alleged a
witch-hunt by the media in a Facebook post. Those who are criticizing
her appointment had no knowledge of the University’s process in this re-
gard. She also said that the charges that she did not have the required
teaching experience had been proved wrong. She also claimed that three
years spent by Priya for a faculty development programme and around
two years on deputation as director of student services should be consid-
ered as teaching experience. The SUCC however, did not agree with this.
SUCC said Priya was ranked first in the interview though her research
score was the lowest among all the six shortlisted candidates. Priya
countered this argument with the contention that candidates needed to
attain only a total research score of 75, as prescribed in the UGC regula-
tions of 2018, to be eligible for the interview. An angry Governor said
there were serious violation of rules and decency. Everyone’s opinion
was sought, but the Chancellor, who heads the institution is being kept in
the dark, commented Khan. What has widened the rift between the
Governor and the Government was the approval by the State Cabinet of a
Bill seeking to curtail the Governor’s role in the appointment of Vice
Chancellors in state universities. The Bill proposes reconstitution of the
search committee to choose the VC in such a manner that the
Government has the upper hand in the selection process, reducing the
Governor’s role to merely giving assent to the decision. The proposed bill
is likely to be tabled in the ongoing Assembly session. The Governor,
however, chose not to join issue with the Government. As long as he had
the powers, he will not allow any violation of the law. That was his stand.
He also said that the Bill would become a law only if he signed it. What he
left unsaid was that he would not affix his signature easily. Meanwhile,
the CPI(M) has toughened its stance against the Governor. In an article
in the party’s mouthpiece, Deshabhimani daily, CPI(M) state secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan unleashed scathing criticism against the Governor.
Accusing the Governor of acting as an agent of the BJP, Kodiyeri said the
politics being played by the Governor would be countered politically as
well as legally. The coming days could see intensification of the political
and legal battle between the Governor and the Government. 

Governor- LDF govt standoff
takes a new turn in Kerala

Scientists have traced Earth’s path through the
galaxy via tiny crystals found in the crust
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Warehouse facility 

Mumbai: Mahindra
Logistics is set to
come up with the
third and last unit of
its warehousing facili-
ties in Luhari in
Delhi-NCR region be-
sides adding two more
in Bhiwandi and
Nashik in the current
quarter of this fiscal,
a senior company offi-
cial has said. The com-
pany is now also look-
ing beyond the major
cities for enhancing
its warehousing foot-
print in the second
phase of its network
expansion as it sees a
surge in demand from
smaller cities such as
Lucknow, Patna and
Guwahati, among oth-
ers. Mahindra
Logistics’ warehouse
services and solutions
revenue spiked 57 per
cent year-on-year in
the June quarter.

Elected
Chennai: Olympia
Group India Managing
Director Ajit Kumar
Chordia was elected as
the Chairman of
Confederation of
Indian Industry,
Indian Green Building
Council, Chennai
chapter, the industry
body said on
Wednesday. An execu-
tive board member of
IGBC, Chordia concep-
tualised the Olympia
Technology Park in
the city which is one of
the first business
parks in the country
that received the plat-
inum certification
from IGBC. Chordia
played a key role in fa-
cilitating the ties be-
tween Confederation
of Real Estate
Developers
Association of India
(CREDAI) and IGBC
Chennai, a press re-
lease from CII said.

IIFT scholarships
New Delhi:
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal has
asked the Indian
Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT) to launch
scholarships to help
needy and talented stu-
dents pursue studies at
the institute. He said
scholarships would en-
sure that no student
who is talented enough
and competent enough
to pursue studies at
IIFT is discouraged
from doing so because
of the fee structure or
living expenses . Goyal
added that this would
help usher in more di-
versity to the campus
by bringing in stu-
dents from all back-
grounds and all parts
of the nation.

Tirupur model
Coimbatore: Hailing
the Tirupur model
“where a worker today
becomes an owner to-
morrow,” Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K
Stalin wanted the
other districts in the
state to emulate it.
Participating in the
zonal MSME meet at
nearby Tirupur, he
said this knitwear hub
is popular with its
readymade garments
and caters to the cloth-
ing needs of the gener-
al public. Tirupur,
with over 57,000
MSMEs and more
than 8 lakh workers
not only witnesses the
growth of owners and
industrialists, but also
the workers, who were
becoming owners, he
pointed out.

MSME START-UP EXPO

Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha at the inauguration of the 8th India International MSME
Start-up Expo & Summit 2022, in New Delhi.

Kolkata, Aug 25: 

India’s banking sector is
faced with the predica-
ment of a “massive asset-
liability mismatch” that
could explode anytime,
adding that there is a need
to reassess laws governing
the industry, renowned
economist Pronab Sen
said. Sen said “that explo-
sion” has not yet happened
as most of the banks are in
the public sector.

Explaining the situa-
tion, he said the Indian
banks had adopted the
British model, and the
laws don’t allow lenders to
borrow from the capital
market, which essentially
makes deposits the only
source of funds. “Today,
the average tenure of bank
lending is about nine
years, and deposits’ tenure
is close to two-and-a-half
years. So, you have nine
years on the asset side, and
2.5 years on the liability
side... which means there
is a massive asset-liability

mismatch which can ex-
plode anytime,” the former
chairman of the statistical
commission said here
while delivering a lecture
at the 7th anniversary cele-
brations of Bandhan Bank
on Monday night. “It has-
n’t happened because the
largest chunk of our banks
are in the public sector...
But, now banks have to as-
sess not only the risk of
the borrower, but also the
length of time of lending...
There is an enormous risk
for the banking sector,” he
said. Elaborating, Sen said
20 years back, the loan
portfolio of banks com-
prised 70-per cent working

capital finance and 20-per
cent retail, while term
loans to companies ac-
counted for 10 per cent of
the share. In present times,
term lending for fixed capi-
tal is 45 per cent of the loan
portfolio, and working cap-
ital finance has shrunk to
around 35 per cent, he said.
According to the former
principal economic advi-
sor to the Planning
Commission, the Indian
banking sector turned uni-
versal by default and not
by design, and that is the
reason there is a need to
have a relook at the laws.
“Banking laws should
allow lenders to raise
money from the capital
market. We should align
our laws with those of
Japan and Europe,” Sen
said. Talking about the ad-
verse impacts of COVID-19
on the economy, he said the
pandemic “broke and dam-
aged” the Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) , which need re-
building.

Banking sector at enormous risk of
asset-liability mismatch: Pronab Sen

New Delhi, Aug 25:  

Hyundai Motor India
on Thursday said it has
commenced bookings for
Venue N Line, its second
product under the per-
formance-oriented N Line
range, as it looks to cater
to the customers looking
for sporty vehicles. The

compact SUV comes with
various exterior and inte-
rior changes to give it a
sporty styling, inspired
by motorsport. In
September last year, the
automaker introduced
the i20 N Line in the coun-
try. “The Hyundai i20 N
Line has already received
a very strong response

from India’s enthusiastic
community of millenni-
als and Gen Z customers
since its launch in 2021;
now, with the introduc-
tion of Hyundai Venue N
Line, we will further ele-
vate fun driving SUV ex-
periences for Indian cus-
tomers, thereby building
on this strong legacy in
India,” Hyundai Motor
India MD and CEO Unsoo
Kim said in a statement.

The model comes with
a 1-litre turbo petrol en-
gine mated with seven-
speed DCT (automatic)
transmission. Hyundai
currently sells N Line in
various regions like
Europe, South Korea, the
US and Russia, among
others. Its first N-brand-
ed vehicle was the i30 N,
which made its debut in
2017.

Hyundai expands N Line range; opens
bookings for Venue N Line version Mumbai, Aug 25: 

Tata Neu and HDFC
Bank announced a part-
nership to launch one of
India’s most rewarding co-
branded credit cards. The
card will be launched in
two variants: Tata Neu
Plus HDFC Bank Credit
Card and Tata Neu Infinity
HDFC Bank Credit Card.
Tata Neu customers can
apply for the credit card
through the Tata Neu app
and access key details of
the card through the app
while enjoying a simple
and even more rewarding
experience. Both variants
of the card will be available
on bothRuPay and Visa
networks. The cards lever-
age the strength of both
brands to deliver superior
value and an integrated ex-
perience to customers,
drawing on HDFC Bank’s
position as India’s leading

card issuer and Tata Neu’s
omnichannel presence
across key categories.
What also setsthe carda-
part is that it will enable-
customers to earn rewards
on all spends, both online
and in-store in the form of
NeuCoins (1 NeuCoin =
INR 1). Customers will
earn 2% NeuCoins
withTata Neu Plus HDFC
Bank Credit Card, and 5%
NeuCoins with Tata Neu
Infinity HDFC Bank Credit
Card on all purchases on
partner Tata brands, both
online and in-store.For do-
mestic and international
purchases outside of part-
ner Tata brands, customers
will earn 1% and 1.5%
NeuCoins on the respective
card variants. The
cardswill further boost ex-
isting rewards for Tata
Neucustomerson every
purchase made through
Tata Neu.

Tata Neu, HDFC Bank partner to
create co-branded credit cards 

Mumbai, Aug 25: Nishant
Kanodia, promoter of Matix
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Ltd (MFCL), has been ap-
pointed Chairman of the
company. He succeeds the
late Mr YogendraKanodia.
Nishant Kanodia, in his pre-
vious role as Vice
Chairman, had been provid-
ing strategic direction to
Matix with a focus on capi-
tal raising, growth, and di-
versification that has led to
its current position as one of
India’s fastest-growing fer-

tiliser companies. Mr
Kanodia has been driving
Matix’s turnaround, includ-
ing the induction of profes-
sional and experienced lead-
ership with a successful
track record in the fertiliser
industry. An MBA from the
Wharton School, University
of Pennsylvania, USA, Mr
Kanodia is a member of the
Mumbai Chapter of the
E n t r e p r e n e u r s
Organisation (EO) and
Young President
Organisation (YPO).

“It’s an honour and privi-
lege that Matix’s Board has
entrusted me with this spe-
cial responsibility,” Mr
Kanodia said. “I will strive
to ensure that the company
not only continues to focus
on growth and profitability,
but also sets benchmarks in
professional management,
governance, sustainability,
and social responsibility.”

Nishant Kanodia appointed

Chairman of MFCL

Dimapur (Nagaland), Aug 25:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said that
Nagaland requires expo-
sure to get investment and
needs hand-holding in
terms of resources.

On the third and last
day of her visit to the
North-eastern state,
Sitharaman said the cen-
tral government has taken
various steps to develop
infrastructure in the re-
gion, especially during the
period of Covid-19.
Commending Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio for
organising the three-day
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) and
Investment conclave in
the state which started on
Monday, she said,

Nagaland very much re-
quires good exposure to
investments. The 36 CSR
projects announced dur-
ing the conclave amount-
ing to Rs 38 crore will ben-
efit Nagaland, she said.
Sitharaman said that
Nagaland may also sub-
mit capital expenditure
projects in any sector up
to an amount of Rs 1600
crore to meet any develop-
mental infrastructure re-

quirement.
The central government

has launched the Prime
Minister’s Development of
Infrastructure for the
North East (PM-DevINE)
for the development and
progress of the eight
states of the region, she
said. An initial allocation
of Rs 1500 crore has been
made under the scheme,
the Union minister said.

Addressing a press con-
ference in
Chumoukedima, she said
that under the scheme of
Special Assistance to
states for capital expendi-
ture, Rs 2100.13 crore was
released in the financial
year 2020-21 and Rs 2483.77
crore in 2021-22 to the
eight North-eastern states
in the form of a 50-year in-
terest-free loan.

Nagaland needs help in terms 
of resources, says Sitharaman

Mumbai, Aug 25: Equity
benchmarks ended lower
on Thursday as a fag-end
sell-off wiped out early
gains, with IT and bank
stocks playing spoilsport
amid monthly derivatives
expiry. After remaining in
the positive territory for
most part of the trade, the
BSE Sensex suddenly
came under selling pres-
sure during the last half-
hour of the session, declin-
ing 310.71 points or 0.53 per
cent to settle at 58,774.72.
During the day, it hit a high
of 59,484.35 and a low of
58,666.41. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty
dropped 82.50 points or 0.47
per cent to end at 17,522.45.
From the Sensex pack,
Bajaj Finance, IndusInd
Bank, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services,

Axis Bank, Power Grid,
NTPC, Larsen & Toubro
and HDFC were the major
laggards. Maruti Suzuki
India, State Bank of India,

Dr Reddy’s and Titan were
the gainers. In Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo, Hong
Kong and Shanghai ended
higher.

Markets settle lower on fag-end
sell-off; Sensex falls 311 points

Tremendous 
potential for US
insurance cos to

invest in India: Irdai
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Insurance regulator
Irdai on Wednesday invited US-
based insurance companies to
invest in the domestic market as
the industry offers tremendous
growth opportunities alongside
liberalised policy regime. Indian
insurance companies now have
greater control over their
finances and profitability and it
is up to them how and where
they want to invest their money,
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) Chairman Debashish
Panda said in a virtual session to
enhance India-US economic
partnership in the insurance
sector. “We have rationalised
the management of expenses
and left it to companies to
decide how and where they
want to spend. We don’t want to
put a cap on everything, such as
commission, reward payment,
salaries and so on.

Mumbai, Aug 25: The
rupee declined by 7 paise to
close at 79.93 (provisional)
after moving in a narrow
range against the US dollar
on Thursday. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the domestic cur-
rency opened at 79.80 per
dollar. It hovered in a range
of 79.80 to 79.93 during the
session. The domestic unit

finally settled at 79.93, down
7 paise over its previous
close of 79.86. “The Indian
rupee stayed in a narrow
range and underperformed
among Asian currencies.
China’s stimulus to boost
the economy supported re-
gional peers while the local
unit remained under pres-
sure following high crude
oil prices and risk-off
moods at the domestic
bourses,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. Parmar
further said that Spot
USD/INR, in the near term,
is expected to trade in the
range of 79.60 to 80.10
ahead of monthly rebalanc-
ing tomorrow. Meanwhile,
the dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was down
0.50 per cent at 108.13.

Rupee falls 7 paise to close
at 79.93 against US dollar

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2255::  Joining the
debate on freebies, former
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu said on Wednesday the
issue should be decided by
elected representatives and
not by the Supreme Court or
judiciary. A debate has started
in the country over freebies
being given by some state gov-
ernments as it could have seri-
ous implications on the econo-
my. Naidu was speaking at the
launch book ‘A New India’ by
Arun Jaitley. The former Vice
President said these days a lot
of issues like anti-defection
and freebies are being dis-

cussed and people taking the
matter to the courts. “(For)
Interpretation of law one can
go to court but what law needs
to be done, what policy has to
be formulated that is in the
domain of Parliament and
political parties,” he said.
Naidu stressed that it is not for
the Supreme Court or the judi-
ciary as these issues should be
decided by the people in power
because people elect them.
“I do have a strong opinion
about freebies because what is
freebie first of all has to be
defined. What are the finances
of states and centre has to be
kept in mind and promises
made and performances,” said
the former Vice President. He
said such issues should be
widely debated before reach-
ing any conclusion. “You don’t
have budgetary provision, you
don’t have sound economy but
you want to give left and right.

Issue of freebies should be 
decided by elected representatives,

not judiciary: Naidu
New Delhi, Aug 25:

High interest rates does
not impact the demand for
housing as individual
home buyers are aware
that it may move up and
down during the tenure of
their loan, said a research
report by Bank of Baroda.
The borrowing rates are
on the rise since May this
year after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) effect-
ed first hike in the bench-
mark lending rate. The
repo rate has increased by
140 basis points since May.
The report on ‘Housing
loan scenario in India’
said the housing segment
has shown resilience post
pandemic.

The strong momentum
in housing loans by both
Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) and other financial
institutions also points to

the same. The government
and RBI measure to sup-
port this sector, along with
lower prices and interest
rates helped cushion the
impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on this sector.
With normalisation of
economic activity and a
pickup in growth, demand
for housing is poised to
grow, suggesting more de-
mand for housing loans,
said the report authored
by Aditi Gupta, Economist
at Bank of Baroda. “On
the other side, higher in-
terest rates may deter
some borrowers from the
housing market, the de-
mand for housing as a safe
investment is likely to off-
set this.

“Besides individual
home buyers will be pre-
pared for interest rates to
move up and down during
the tenure of their loan

and hence may not be de-
terred from such purchas-
es,” it said. It further said
the growing importance of
home loans can be gauged
from the fact that the ratio
of outstanding individual
home loans by commercial
banks and Housing
Finance Companies
(HFCs) in India’s GDP has
grown substantially in the
last ten years. From about
6.8 per cent of GDP in 2010-
11, this ratio has risen to
9.5 per cent in 2020-21.
Even in 2019-20, despite the
adverse Covid-19 shock
which badly affected the
housing sector, ratio of
housing loans rose to 9.8
per cent, it said, adding
that in the succeeding
year, the sector noted a re-
markable recovery from
the pandemic and the ratio
of housing loans in GDP
rose to 11.2 per cent.

High interest rates do not deter home
buyers, says BoB research report

Kim Kardashian is
‘open to dating again’

R
eality TV star Kim
Kardashian is said to be
open to dating again, fol-

lowing her split from come-
dian Pete Davidson.

The 41-year-old star re-
cently split from comedi-
an Pete Davidson after
nine months together,
and Kim is already keen
to get back on the dating
scene, reports female-
first.co.uk.

A source said: "Kim
is definitely open to
dating again and her
friends and family

would love to set her
up and think it's so

fun." Kim has been leaning on her
family since her split from Davidson.

The insider told 'Entertainment
Tonight': "Kim is doing surprisingly
well since her break-up with Pete.

"She has been relying on her family
when needed and leaning on them for
support. She's fully submerging her-
self into work to keep herself busy
and keep her mind off of the break-
up." Davidson is heartbroken about
their split but he's also eager to main-
tain a good relationship with Kim and
her kids. The source said: "Pete is
bummed, but he is trying to stay fo-
cused and positive. He has the utmost
respect for Kim, her kids and the fami-
ly, he wants to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship with all of them."

Vijay
Deverakonda
was extremely
scared of women
till he was 18
years old

Actor Vijay Deverakonda
made a shocking revela-

tion that he was once
"extremely scared" of women
so much so that he couldn't
even look at or talk to them.
In a conversation with
Bollywood Hungama,
when Deverakonda was
asked to tell two truths
and one lie about himself, he
said: "I was extremely scared
of women till I was about 18
years old."
He added: "I didn't have
the balls to look at a
woman in the eye or have
a conversation. So that's
one truth."
"Because I grew up in a
boys' boarding school, I
thought women were like
a different species. They
seemed like an alien
species. And you're all
very pretty so, it's
hard."
'Liger' is made in Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, and
Malayalam lan-
guages, the movie
is scheduled for
release in the-
atres worldwide
on August 25.

ACROSS

1. Caesar's language

6. Flat bread

10. Univ. club

14. Unattended

15. Overlook

16. Country singer ____ McEntire

17. Boulder

18. Thin coin

19. Iridescent gem

20. Ohio city

22. Athlete's coworker

24. Practice a play

26. Yup!

27. Resort

30. Small arrow

31. Slip up

33. Experiment

35. Salmon eggs

36. Baker's need

40. Pseudonyms

42. Sports VIP (hyph.)

44. Commence

45. GI's hangout

46. Dress for Caesar

47. Friend

49. Sad drop

51. April follower

52. ____ Alamos

55. Paraphrased

58. Precise

60. Annoy

64. Steeped drinks

65. Roman fiddler

67. Narrow boat

68. Robust

69. Fair

70. Owner's proof

71. Finales

72. Decorate anew

73. Scoff

DOWN

1. Final

2. Chorus voice

3. Handyman's need

4. Not outer

5. Wanted

6. Pea case

7. Mimic

8. Kitchen gadget

9. Military command (2 wds.)

10. Out of

11. Settle a debt

12. Ease up

13. Yarns

21. Chicago's airport

23. Actress ____ Streep

25. Greek god of love

27. Amtrak depots (abbr.)
28. Animal skin
29. Tibet's locale
32. Pause
34. Field cover
37. Potent particle
38. Epic
39. Platter
41. Drummer Ringo ____
42. Between continents
43. Reluctant
45. Said
48. Less fatty
50. Responds
52. Woodturning machine
53. Atlantic or Indian
54. Burn with steam
56. Comic ____ Martin
57. Exhaust
59. Utilizes
61. Initial stake
62. Only
63. Fortuneteller
66. Lennon's wife
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The wind is blowing briskly today,
Aquarius, helping you keep your internal
fire burning bright. You'll be a social but-
terfly today. Your energy may be scat-
tered, but this can actually work to your
advantage. Picking up tidbits of informa-
tion and hints from different places and
people will help you integrate your ener-
gy with your environment. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The key for you today is to not take things
too seriously, Pisces. You'll find that the
more you deliberate over a decision, the
harder it will be for you to make. You may
miss your opportunity while you're weighing
the facts. Be spontaneous. Try something
you've never tried before. Vary your experi-
ences so things don't get boring. Variety is
the spice of life.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This is a terrific day for you, Aries, and
you'll find that long-term trends are mov-
ing in your favor. Your sense of discipline
combined with a little bit of luck is setting
the stage for you to perform. The audience
is waiting anxiously, and you have a great
deal of humor, knowledge, and happiness
to share. Engage in witty conversation and
remember that life is an easy flow.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It may be necessary to hire a translator in
order to get through to people today,
Taurus. You may find that the more
adamant you become, the more people
shut you out. Keep things light and ener-
getic. Too serious a tone could lead to
disaster. Try not to make things more
complicated than they need to be. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A great deal of wind fills your sails
today, Gemini, so set your course for a
long-distance trip to an exotic place.
Things are coming to a dramatic climax
right now. You could find that some seri-
ous pieces of your life are taking a dra-
matic turn. Change is necessary for
growth. If tension exists in certain areas
of your life, don't fight it. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

There's a lighthearted, whimsical quality
about the day that you might not appreci-
ate at first, Cancer. You'll find that the
more open and accepting you are of this
energy, the more you can make it work pos-
itively for you. Use this feeling to balance
the seriousness in your day. Don't get
caught up in unnecessary drama that has
nothing to do with your situation.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You can probably sweet-talk your way in
or out of any situation today, Leo. You
have a great deal of power within, and
you can accomplish anything as long as
you aren't afraid to use it. Don't fear fail-
ure. If you never try, you'll never succeed.
If you see missing pieces in the plan, don't
worry. Trust that things will fall into place
as needed. Keep your eyes on the prize.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Find comfort in the people around you
today, Virgo. Try not to take things too
seriously. Don't feel like you need to
internalize everyone else's problems.
Take a step back from any situation
that doesn't seem right to you. You
may find conversation with new peo-
ple to be extremely stimulating and
rewarding. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has just turned the fan up high,
Libra. There's no lack of air to fuel your
fire. Information is flying left and right and
there's a lot of opportunity associated
with it. To take advantage of this powerful
day, keep the air circulating around you.
Stretch and take deep, powerful breaths
to enhance your nervous system and
make the best use of this energy.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The time has come for you to be more
flexible in your approach, Scorpio.
Things are changing quickly, and if you
aren't prepared to change with them,
you'll be left behind. Be aware of the
fluctuating atmosphere around you and
be prepared to make the necessary
internal adjustments that help you fit in
better with the external environment.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a wonderful day for you,
Sagittarius. You'll find that you're holding
all the cards you need to be successful.
Today luck and prosperity meet with dis-
cipline to create a perfect situation for
wealth. Your preparation is finally paying
off. You'll find that the more in tune you
can be with yourself, the better integrat-
ed you'll be with the people around you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Things will be extremely light and airy
today, Capricorn. You may find that people
are a bit less sensitive than you. Moving out
of your comfort zone is the key to growth.
Don't hesitate to move into the unknown.
You can achieve a greater sense of balance
between yourself and your environment if
you're open to change and accept it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 401

SOLUTION 400

HOROSCOPE FRIDAY AUGUST 26

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s presti-
gious ‘knowledge-

based’ gameshow, Kaun
Banega Crorepati –
Season 14 is set for anoth-
er exciting episode of
‘PlayAlong’ Shukravaar
this Friday! A math
teacher by profession, 54-
year-old contestant
Gurudev Barent from
Naila Janjgir,
Chhattisgarh will be seen
playing an exciting game
with host, Mr. Amitabh
Bachchan and also engage
in some interesting con-
versations related to
mathematics as a subject!

Apart from being a
math teacher, Gurudev is
also the head of the de-
partment of Mathematics
in a private school. In con-
versation with Mr.
Bachchan, he will be seen
shedding light on the im-
portance of math as a sub-
ject and how with time, it
has evolved ever since the
inception of human civi-
lization. He also shares
how parents have instilled
the fear of math in chil-
dren when in reality, it is
one of the most interest-

ing subjects to learn.
Adding his view, Mr.

Bachchan will be talking
about how his father who

would go for morning
walks regularly ask them
to accompany him and
while doing so, would ask
them to give answers to for
multiplication tables.

Talking about the game-
play, Gurudev Barent will
be seen using every ques-
tion as an opportunity for
clever play. Additionally,
he will be seen declaring
that Mr. Bachchan's auto-
graph is worth more than
the check he receives from
the show. He shares, “I had
got a diary which I got
along with me on the set.
Getting Mr. Bachchan’s
autograph in it was worth
more than anything! I feel
so grateful to have re-
ceived the opportunity to
not only be a part of the
show but also meet the leg-
endary Mr. Bachchan in
person! I hope viewers
enjoy the ‘PlayAlong
Shukravaar’ episode this
Friday!”

Tune in to watch
Gurudev Barent on the
Hotseat of ‘Kaun Banega
Crorepati- season 14’ on
26th August at 9:00 pm
only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Gurudev from Chh’garh
to play in KBC-14

Balaji Motion
Pictures ropes

in Bhavini Sheth
B

alaji Motion Pictures a wholly owned subsidiary
of Balaji Telefilms Ltd. has roped in Bhavini
Sheth as the Chief Operating Officer. Bhavini

comes in from Amazon Studios where she was heading
Business Affairs for India for four years. She was re-
sponsible for all business matters & strategy in relation
to original content across all languages, including suc-
cessful series such as ‘The Family Man’ ‘Mirzapur’,
and upcoming international shows like ‘Citadel’
Leading the studio in her new role at Balaji Motion
Pictures, Bhavini will be responsible for building the
new film slate, articulating the studio's business strate-
gy, initiating new business avenues, and partnering
with a new pool of talent. Bhavini will be working di-
rectly with Shobha Kapoor & Ektaa R Kapoor.

Speaking about the same Ektaa R. Kapoor, Joint
Managing director at Balaji Telefilms, says, “We are
pleased to welcome Bhavini to our Balaji family and
are confident that she is the right person to take the
brand to the next stage of growth and newer heights.
She is a seasoned leader with a stellar reputation. With
the insights that she has gleaned through her success-
ful tenure in the industry, she will surely add value to
the company as the new COO of Balaji Motion
Pictures.” Sharing her thoughts about her new role as
the Chief Operating Officer, Balaji Motion Pictures,
Bhavini Sheth, said, “Balaji Motion Pictures has al-
ways aimed to stay ahead of the curve and bring un-
conventional and heartfelt stories that stand out. The
studio is one of the most renowned entertainment en-
terprises in the country and I am honored to be a part
of their leadership team. Working with some of the
strongest women leaders of our time and visionaries
like Shobhaji and Ektaa, is indeed a valuable opportu-
nity for me. Producing was always innate and this is
the optimal time for me to venture into the movies
business. I am excited and geared up to be starting this
new journey with Balaji Motion Pictures."

A
new motion poster fea-
turing Bollywood actor
John Abraham as the vil-

lain from the much-awaited
film 'Pathaan' was unveiled by
the makers on Wednesday. It
starts off with a bomb blast
and then reveals the actor
behind the smoke, standing his
ground and holding a gun amid
the sparks and flames.
The new asset follows the
release of the film's teaser,
Shah Rukh Khan's look and a
glimpse of Deepika Padukone.
Siddharth Anand, the director
of the film, said in a state-
ment: "Every announcement of
'Pathaan' is like revealing a
piece of an epic puzzle, in
front of the curious eyes of the
fans and audiences, leading
right up to our release day. We
aspire for every asset of
'Pathaan' to be a big talking
point mainly because, we for-
tunately, have the content to
create that buzz."
Talking about his decision to
cast John as the villain, the

director said: "John Abraham is
THE antagonist, THE villain of
'Pathaan'. And I have always
believed in the fact that the
villain's projection should be
as big, if not bigger than that
of the hero's. "Only when the
villain is massive, can the tus-
sle between them be spectacu-
lar. And we have an extraordi-
nary battle when SRK takes on
John! We wanted to present
John in a super slick avatar."
The director is happy with the
kind of response the film's
assets have garnered, "The
first looks of SRK, Deepika
Padukone and now John, truly
represent the zone we want
the audiences to view the film
in. People have now just got a
taste of the world of 'Pathaan'.
This truly is just the tip of the
iceberg and I can assure you
that nothing can prepare you
for the action spectacle that is
coming your way." 'Pathaan' is
set to release on January 25,
2023 in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.

John Abraham looks
ubercool as villain in
‘Pathaan’ first look

A
ctress Rashmika
Mandanna has
now put out four

pictures of herself on
social media, saying
these were the actual
pictures that described
her as she really was.

Taking to Instagram,
Rashmika said: "I don't
really remember when
this was shot.. but
other than being an
actor, I think these are
the four pictures that
just describe me as
ME!" "They say na -
that pictures can speak
a thousand words. It
such does. I don't re-

member when these
were taken but I think I
remember the feeling I
had when these were
taken. So well, this is
me in my own little
world." "It makes me
feel calm... looking at
these pictures. It's so
strange but I love it!,"
she wrote.

The actress has been
having a dream run in
both Tamil and Telugu
industries with all her
recent films from
'Pushpa' to the recently
released 'Sita Ramam'
going on to become su-
perhits.

Rashmika puts out
four pics she thinks

describe her
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Tokyo, Aug 25 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy
staged a spirited come-
back to beat compatriot
and CWG champion
Lakshya Sen to enter the
singles quarterfinals
while the men's doubles
pairing of Dhruv Kapila
and M R Arjun continued
their impressive run to
make the last eight stage
at the World
Championships here on
Thursday.

It was a gruelling one
hour and 15 minute battle
between Lakshya and
Prannoy who eventually
eked out a 17-21, 21-16, 21-
17 over his teammate. It
was the fourth meeting of
the year for the two
Indians after Prannoy's
win, their head-to-head
record standing at 2-2.
Prannoy will now face
China's Zhao Jun Peng in
the quarterfinals.

Besides Prannoy, the
two Indian men's doubles
pair of Dhruv Kapila and
MR Arjun and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty also

moved into the quarterfi-
nals. However, Olympic
bronze medallist Saina

Nehwal was knocked out
of the World
Championship after

going down to Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in a
hard-fought women's sin-
gles pre-quarterfinals.

The 32-year-old went
down 17-21 21-16 13-21 to
her Thai opponent, who
extended her head-to-
head record against the
Indian to 5-3.

Saina was immediately
put under pressure by
Ongbamrungphan as she
raced to 11-3 in the open-
ing game.

The two-time World
Championship medallist
was able to bridge the gap
to 17-19 but
Ongbamrungphan held
her nerve to take the first
game.

The late surge in the
previous game gave Saina
confidence as the former
world No.1 led 11-7 at the
break. Playing aggressive-
ly, she continued to dic-
tate terms, forcing the
match into decider.

The third game was
played on an even keel
until the interval, but
Ongbamrungphan start-
ed to gain momentum and
opened up a five point
lead as Saina slowly start-
ed losing steam.

In the end, the 26-year-
old Ongbamrungphan,
who has now won the last

five matches against
Saina, had seven match
points as she sealed her
quarterfinal berth.

The unseeded Indian
duo of Arjun and Kapila
had to toil hard for 58 min-
utes as it came from be-
hind to win the round of
16 clash against Terry
Hee and Loh Kean Hean
of Singapore 18-21 21-15
21-16.

The two have enjoyed a
good run in the tourna-
ment. They had upstaged
eighth seeds and last edi-
tion's bronze medallists
Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen of
Denmark 21-17 21-16 in
their second round
match.

Satwik and Chirag, on
the other hand, breezed
past the Danish pair of
Jeppa Bay and Lasse
Molhede 21-12 21-10 in 35
minutes.

Arjun and Kapila will
cross swords with the
third seed Indonesian
pair of Mohammad
Ahsan and Hendra
Setiawan in the the last
eight stage while Satwik
and Chirag will take on
second seeds Takuro Hoki
and Yugo Kobayashi of
Japan in the quarterfi-
nals.

BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Prannoy stuns Lakshya; Saina ousted
̈ Kapila-Arjun,

Satwik-Chirag too
reach last eight

Dubai, Aug 25:

Members of the Indian
cricket team that have
reached Dubai ahead of
the Asia Cup starting on
Saturday, started prep-
ping for the continental
tournament on Thursday.
The BCCI tweeted a small
video clip of Yuzvendra
Chahal and Hardik
Pandya interacting with

Afghanistan star spin-
ners Rashid Khan and
Mohammad Nabi. Hardik
and Rashid are, of
course, part of the
Gujarat Titans franchise
in the IPL. Virat Kohli
was seen greeting and
chatting up with Rashid
and later, he greeted
Pakistan Captain Babar
Azam with a handshake,
a warm smile and an ex-

change of a few words.
The moment was remi-
niscent of the time Kohli
c o n g r a t u l a t e d
Mohammed Rizwan with
a warm hug after
Pakistan beat India in the
opening match of the
2021 T20 World Cup last
October. India play
Pakistan in the opening
encounter of the Asia
Cup on Sunday.

Virat Kohli greets Babar Azam

Virat Kohli greets Babar Azam ahead of the Indian team's training session in Dubai.

Winston Salem, Aug 25 (AP):

Botic Van de
Zandschulp of the
Netherlands cruised into
the Winston-Salem Open
quarterfinals, beating
Spain's Jaume Munar 6-3,
6-3 in the U.S. Open tune-
up event.

Dominic Thiem didn't
have it as easy, falling to
Britain's Jack Draper 6-1,
6-4 victory at Wake Forest
University in the third
round.

The second-seeded Van
de Zandschulp advanced
to play 10th-seeded
Benjamin Bonzi of
France, a 7-5, 6-2 winner
over Brazil's Thiago
Monteiro.

Thiem, playing in his
first tournament on
American soil since win-
ning the 2020 U.S. Open,
had reached the third
round after top-seeded
Grigor Dimitrov of
Bulgaria retired in round
two because of dizziness.

In other matches,
fourth-seeded Maxime
Cressy of the United
States beat No. 14 seed
Lorenzo Sonego of Italy 6-
7 (4), 6-2, 7-6 (3) in the
match of the day. Cressy,

who had a 47-25 edge in
winners, moved on to face
France's Adrian
Mannarino, who cruised
past eighth-seeded Albert
Ramos-Vinolas of Spain 6-
3, 6-3.

France's Richard

Gasquet will face Serbia's
Laslo Djere in the round of
eight. Gasquet defeated
American Steve Jonson 6-7
(3), 6-3, 6-3, while Djere
moved on with a 7-6 (4), 6-7
(9), 6-3 win over Australia's
Jason Kubler.

Van De Zandschulp
reaches Winston-Salem

Open quarterfinals

Abu Dhabi, Aug 25 (PTI):

Indian Grandmaster
Arjun Erigaisi clinched the
28th Abu Dhabi Masters
chess  tournament, beating
Spain's David Anton
Guijjaro here on Thursday.

The 18-year-old emerged
victorious over the Spaniard
in the ninth and final round
with 7.5 points.

Arjun also remained un-
beaten through all the nine
rounds and finished half a
point ahead of Uzbekistan's
Javokhir Sindarov.

Sindarov, on the other
hand, beat Iran's M Amin
Tabatabaei to claim the sec-
ond position. The Warangal
lad, who is currently India's
number three in live ratings
list, has been impressive in
recent times, having gained
35 Elo rating points after thee
recently-concluded Chess
Olympiad in India. In Abu
Dhabi, Arjun posted six wins
and drew the other three
games to emerge a clear win-
ner in a field that included
several GMs from across the
world. His victories came
against compatriots Rohit
Krishna, Deep Sengupta,
Raunak Sadhwani, top-seed

Wang Hao of China,
Alexsandr Indjic (Serbia)
and Guijjaro. He drew
against Evgeny Tomashevky
(Russia), Jorden van Foreest,
and Ray Robson. A bunch of
players including Indians
Nihal Sarin, S P
Sethuraman, Karthikeyan
Murali and Aryan Chopra,
all GMs and Aditya Samant,
a FIDE Master, scored 6.5
points. Dutchman Jorden
van Foreest took the third
place followed by USA's Ray
Robson while Sarin secured
sixth place and he was fol-
lowed by Sethuraman,
Samant, Karthikeyan
Murali, and Chopra to round
out the top-10.

Another Indian GM Arjun
Kalyan was placed 15th
while the experienced B
Adhiban finished 19th.

Indian teenage GM Arjun Erigaisi
clinches Abu Dhabi Masters

Sydney, Aug 25 (PTI):

Australian batter Chris
Lynn is set to feature in 11
matches in the Big Bash
League before heading to
the UAE to play in the in-
augural International
League T20 (ILT20) after
signing a ground-break-
ing deal that will allow
him to split time between
the two overlapping tour-
naments.

The 32-year-old, the
leading run-scorer in BBL
history, has struck a deal
with Cricket Australia to
feature in both tourna-
ments. CA will provide
him with a No Objection
Certificate (NOC), which
is a requirement to partic-
ipate in a foreign league as
per International Cricket
Council regulations, for
the the ILT20.

Lynn, who was an-
nounced as one of 21 mar-
quee recruits for the
ILT20, signed with Gulf
Giants last week and then
put pen to paper on a 11-
match deal with the

Adelaide Strikers on
Thursday. "Cricket
Australia welcomes the
Adelaide Strikers' signing
of Chris Lynn, the highest

run-scorer in KFC BBL
history, for 11 out of 14
games in the upcoming
KFC BBL|12 season," a
CA spokesperson said.

Lynn to play in both BBL
and UAE’s ILT20

Wellington, Aug 25 (AP):

Trent Boult has been
named in the New Zealand
team for the Chappell-
Hadlee series of one-day
internationals against
Australia next month days
after relinquishing his
central contract with
Cricket New Zealand.

Boult is one of five fast
bowlers named Thursday
in a 15-man New Zealand
squad for the three one-
day internationals which
will be played at Cairns in
North Queensland state.

Matt Henry has been re-
called after being forced
out of New Zealand's just-
completed white ball tour
to the West Indies with a
rib injury. He joins Boult,
Tim Southee, Lockie
Ferguson and newcomer
Ben Sears.

Kane Williamson will
lead the New Zealand
team, back to fitness after
missing the second and
third one-day internation-
als against the West Indies
with a quad muscle strain.
Hard-hitting allrounder
Glenn Phillips also has
been retained.

Batsmen Henry Nicholls
and Will Young again have

been omitted and wrist
spinner Ish Sodhi also has
been left out to make way
for an extra seamer.

The fact we're having to
leave out players of the cal-
ibre of Ish, Henry and Will
shows the increased depth
we currently have at our
disposal, coach Gary Stead
said in a statement.
Glenn's a versatile player
who can cover most places
in the batting order for us
as well as providing a
bowling option if needed.

Stead said Ben Sears'
pace and bounce could be
useful in Australian condi-
tions.

It'll be nice to have Kane
back after missing the
final two games of the
West Indies series through
injury, he said. He's obvi-
ously a world-class player
and his leadership and ex-
perience is invaluable to
our group.

New Zealand: Kane
Williamson (captain), Finn
Allen, Michael Bracewell,
Trent Boult, Devon
Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Martin Guptill, Matt
Henry, Tom Latham, Daryl
Mitchell, Jimmy
Neesham, Glenn Phillips,
Mitchell Santner, Ben
Sears, Tim Southee.

Boult named in New Zealand
team for Australia ODIs

Guwahati, Aug 25 (PTI):

Army Green wasted
chances in the second half
to play out a goalless draw
against Sudeva Delhi FC
in their Group D Durand
Cup match here at the
Indira Gandhi Athletic
Stadium on Thursday.

Sudeva dominated pos-
session in the first half
and made it hard for the
Greens in the middle of
the park, but the Army
men created more chances
in the second.

The beginning was in-
tense with both teams
pressing high to retain
possession. This created a
lot of changeovers as both
midfields could not main-
tain the ball for long peri-
ods of time.

Sudeva slowly started to
control the game and cre-
ated some moves in the
Greens half.

The Army men were not
able to move beyond the
midfield, but they defend-
ed well with Soubhagyan
Somraj and Sebin
Varghese leading the back
line. The Army defence
were also helped by

Sudeva, who were not clin-
ical in the final third.

The best chance of the
first half came in stoppage
time. A dead ball kick from
Army Green captain P.C
Lallawmkima found an
unmarked Anurag
Gusain, who had the the
whole post free but his
header went over the bar.
The score remained 0-0 at
half time. Army Green
dominated the second half
and controlled the pro-
ceedings. Manager
Robikanta Singh made
changes that saw the
Army team piling on the
pressure on the Sudeva de-
fence. Substitute Alan
Thapa had an excellent
outing on the left flank,
making darting runs
through the wings and
putting in the crosses. One
such move saw Alan's
cross completely missed
by Albion Jose, who found
himself unmarked inside
the box. Army Green were
creative with their set
pieces. A corner from the
right found Lallawmkima,
whose header went wide
even after Sebin's attempt
to divert it in.

Durand Cup: Army
Green, Sudeva Delhi

play out goalless draw
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI):

Indian senior and age-
group teams can qualify for
World Cups "on merit" in
near future if the country's
football structure is "re-
formed" with more focus on
grassroots development,
the legendary Bhaichung
Bhutia said after filing his
nomination papers for the
AIFF president's post.

Former captain Bhutia
on Thursday filed fresh
nomination papers ahead
of the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) elections
scheduled to be held on
September 2. His nomina-
tion was proposed by
Andhra Football
Association (AFA) and sec-
onded by Rajasthan FA.

"Indian teams, in age
groups as well as senior
teams, can qualify for
World Cups on merit in the
coming years but for that
you need reforms and
clean-up in the country's
football system," Bhutia
told PTI.

"We need more focus on
grassroots development,
we also need to give more
emphasis on state associa-
tions because the talented

youngsters will come only
from the states. So, more
budget will have to allocat-
ed to the states."

The Indian men's team
featured in the FIFA U-17
World Cup in 2017 as the
hosts. The women's side
will also take part in the
FIFA U-17 World Cup in
October as the world body
is likely to revoke the ban
imposed on the AIFF for
"undue influence from
third parties" in a few days.

The 45-year-old Bhutia,
who retired in 2011 after be-
coming the first Indian to
play 100 international
matches, said he will try to
allot more money to the
state associations if he is
elected president of the
AIFF. "We have to focus

more on two things. One is
grassroots development
and the other is more fund-
ing to state associations.
There is no substitute to
grassroots development,
that is well known. But I
want more focus and activi-
ty in that direction," said
the talisman of the nation-
al team in his playing days.

Bhutia also said that the
players will be at the centre
of all activities and they
will be given more facili-
ties.

"I will work for a player-
centric system, give more
facilities to the players. The
travel and accommodation
of the players will be up-
graded with more budget.

"For example, now if
players from Arunachal
Pradesh are to take part in
a national championships
in Kerala, they travel by
train for three days. But my
endeavour will be to allow
the players travel by air."

Bhutia had earlier filed
his nomination for the
president's post which was
to be held on August 28
under the aegis of the
Supreme Court-appointed
Committee of
Administrators (CoA).

Indian teams can qualify for World
Cups on merit if country’s football

structure is reformed: Bhutia

Mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Thursday said he has taken
a "contract" for develop-
ment of the state and to en-
sure prosperity and welfare
of its people, hitting back at
his opponents over their
constant jibe at him since
assuming the top office.

Speaking in the
Assembly, Shinde defended
his revolt against the Shiv
Sena leadership in June,
which brought down the
two-and-a-half-year-old
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, and asserted
his act was neither uncon-
stitutional nor illegal.
Replying to an Opposition

sponsored debate on vari-
ous issues facing the state
on the last day of the mon-
soon session, the chief
minister said he has been
often described as a "con-
tract CM" by his oppo-
nents.

Shinde maintained peo-
ple's welfare was his only
agenda. "When Union min-
ister Narayan Rane made
some comments (last year)
against the then-chief
minister (Uddhav
Thackeray), he was arrest-
ed. But I would say I have
taken a contract for devel-
opment of the state, pros-
perity and welfare of its
people," he said.

In an apparent reference
to being constantly target-

ed as a "betrayer" by the
Uddhav Thackeray-led fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena since
his rebellion, Shinde de-

scribed criticism against
him as a sign of "ideologi-
cal bankruptcy".

"Who has betrayed the
ideology of (Shiv Sena
founder) Balasaheb
Thackeray and mandate of
the people by forging an
unnatural alliance for the
sake of power?" he asked,
referring to the saffron
party's tie-up with the
Congress and the NCP in
2019 which led to the for-
mation of the MVA gov-
ernment.

Shinde maintained he
has done nothing unconsti-
tutional or illegal by revolt-
ing against the Shiv Sena.
"I just corrected what went
wrong," said the CM,
whose government is being

supported by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

"I will respond to the ide-
ological bankruptcy
through my work," he said.
In a speech laced with
Marathi couplets, Shinde
said his government will
soon unveil a 'vision docu-
ment' for Maharashtra.

When Jayant Patil
(NCP) asked him who had
written these couplets, the
CM indicted they were
written by him, saying "I
have talent. I was never al-
lowed to showcase it."
Shinde also justified his
appeal to say 'Vande
Mataram' over the phone
instead of hello, a move
which drew criticism from
certain quarters.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Raju Srivastava is on
ventilator and continues
to recover "slowly", the
renowned comedian-
actor's wife Shikha
Srivastava said on
Thursday. In a statement
issued on Srivastava's of-
ficial Instagram page,
Shikha said the stand-up
artist is "stable".

"Raju Srivastava Ji's
condition is stable and he
continues to recover
slowly. He is on the venti-
lator at the moment," she
said.

Earlier in the day, sev-
eral media publications
had reported that
Srivastava, 58, had
gained consciousness 15
days after he was admit-
ted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of AIIMS fol-
lowing a heart attack
here.

Shikha requested the

media and the comedi-
an's fans to only trust
statements issued by the
family on his official so-
cial media pages and the
hospital.

"Only statements from
AIIMS Delhi and Raju
Ji's official social media
accounts are trustworthy
and genuine. Any other
news or statements from
anyone else is unreliable.

"The doctors and their
entire team at AIIMS
Delhi are working hard
and diligently. We're
thankful to them and all
his well-wishers. Request
you all to continue your
love and prayers for
him," she added.

Srivastava was admit-
ted to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) on
August 10 and underwent
an angioplasty the same
day. He has been on life
support since then.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Around 15.47 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in June 2022, according to
official data released on
Thursday. The latest data is
part of a report -- Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
June 2022 -- released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO). It showed that the
gross new enrolments with
Employees' State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) rose to
1.49 crore in 2021-22, from
1.15 crore in 2020-21. It was
1.51 crore in 2019-20 and 1.49
crore in 2018-19. From
September 2017 to March
2018, around 83.35 lakh new
subscribers joined the
ESIC scheme.

The report said gross
new enrolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
June 2022 were 6.92 crore.
The NSO report is based on
the payroll data of new sub-

scribers of various social
security schemes run by
ESIC, the Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and
Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development
Authority (PFRDA).

According to the report,
net new enrolments with
retirement fund body
EPFO stood at 18.36 lakh in
June 2022. It showed that
from September 2017 to
June 2022, around 5.59
crore (gross) new sub-
scribers joined the
Employees' Provident
Fund scheme.

The report said since the
number of subscribers is
from various sources,
there are elements of over-
lap, and the estimates are
not additive. NSO also said
the report gives different
perspectives on the levels
of employment in the for-
mal sector and does not
measure employment at a
holistic level.

Kolkata, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday is-
sued a lookout notice for
TMC MLA and former
chairman of West Bengal
Board of Primary
Education Manik
Bhattacharya in connec-
tion with its probe into al-
leged irregularities in pri-
mary teachers' appoint-
ment after he was not
found at his residences in
Kolkata and Nadia, an offi-
cial of the agency said.

Bhattacharya, who is a
lawmaker from
Palashipara in Nadia dis-
trict, had earlier been in-

terrogated by
Enforcement Directorate,
which is tracking the
money trail in the case.

"The MLA could not be
found at his residences in
Jadavpur and Nadia dis-
trict over the past several
days, following which he
was served a lookout no-
tice by the central agency,"
the official told PTI.

Meanwhile, a suspected
middleman, arrested on
charges of facilitating jobs
to ineligible candidates in
state government-spon-
sored and -aided schools in
exchange of money, was
remanded in CBI custody

till September 1 by a spe-
cial CBI court. Several doc-
uments were also seized
from Pradip Singh's Salt
Lake residence, raided by
agency sleuths on
Wednesday night. "We are
checking his antecedents
and his exact role in the
racket," the CBI official
added.

The agency had earlier
this month put behind
bars former School
Service Commission
(SSC) adviser Dr Shanti
Prasad Sinha and its ex-
secretary Ashok Kumar
Saha in connection with
the irregularities.

Rahul Gandhi to meet people from
various sections of society

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will
meet people from
various sections of
society, including the
youth, farmers
groups, fisherfolk
and those belonging
to the poor and mar-

ginalised strata during
his Bharat Jodo Yatra
through Kerala to high-
light the problems in the
country and the BJP-
ruled Centre's alleged
anti-people policies, party
leaders said here on
Thursday.

KPCC working presi-

dent and state coordinator
of the yatra, Kodikunnil
Suresh MP said the jour-
ney through Kerala will
cover 450 kms across
seven districts in 19 days.

Suresh said the deci-
sion to hold the 'yatra',
which will cover 3,750 km
from Kanyakumari in
Tamil Nadu to Jammu
and Kashmir over a peri-
od of 150 days, was taken
at the Chintan Shivir held
in Udaipur, Rajasthan in
May this year.

The objective of the
yatra, which will touch 12
states and the national
capital, was to strongly op-
pose the Narendra Modi

government at the Centre
and the RSS agenda for
the country. It was also
aimed at uniting all the
democratic and secular
groups to prevent the rul-
ing dispensation at the
Centre from retaining
power in 2024, he also said.

Giving details of how
the 'yatra' which will pro-
ceed after it reaches the
southern state on
September 11, the
Congress MP said that
each day Gandhi and his
entourage of around 300
supporters would walk
25 kilometers in two
shifts -- one from 7 AM to
10 AM and other from

4PM to 7 PM.
"The intervening period

would be utilised to meet
prominent persons, writ-
ers and scholars, the
youth, farmers groups,
fisherfolk groups as well
as those belonging to the
poor and marginalised
strata of society.

"These interactions
would be used to hear the
people's grievances and
suggestions and also
make them aware of the
allegedly disastrous poli-
cies of the Centre as well
as the non-Congress ruled
states," Suresh said.

He also said that the
yatra's National-level co-

ordinator and veteran
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh along with AICC
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh would be arriv-
ing in the state on August
30 in connection with the
campaign and any addi-
tional directions they give
would be incorporated in
the arrangements.

Giving details of those
who would be accompany-
ing Gandhi on the yatra,
Suresh said out of the 300,
as many as 100 are those
selected by the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) and they would be
with Gandhi throughout
his 150-day long journey.

‘India has potential to become
world’s startup capital’

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

India has the potential to
become startup capital of
the world, Union Minister
of State for Education
Subhas Sarkar said on
Thursday, adding that the
passion for innovation
must become part of the
country's learning sys-
tems.

"India is rapidly moving
towards the path of devel-
opment. I believe that the
passion for innovation
must become part of our
learning systems. We are
one of the largest startup
nations and has the poten-
tial to become startup capi-
tal of the world very soon
and such hackathons will
create the future innova-
tors and leaders who will
lead 'Viksit Bharat',"
Sarkar said.

The minister was ad-

dressing the
grand finale of
Smart India
H a c k a t h o n
(SIH), 2022,
being held at a
private univer-
sity in Greater
Noida. Prime
M i n i s t e r
N a r e n d r a
Modi will be
addressing the
participants of
the hackathon
on Thursday night
through video conferenc-
ing. SIH, which started in
2017, is a nationwide initia-
tive to provide students a
platform to solve the press-
ing problems of society, or-
ganisations, and govern-
ment. It aims to inculcate
the culture of product in-
novation, problem-solving
and out-of-the-box think-
ing among students. More

than 15,000 stu-
dents and men-
tors are travel-
ling to the 75
nodal centres
to take part in
the SIH 2022
grand finale.
Students from
over 2,900
schools and
2,200 higher
educational in-
stitutions are
tackling 476

problem statements from
across 53 Union ministries
in the finale, including op-
tical character recognition
(OCR) of temple inscrip-
tions and translations in
Devanagari scripts, inter-
net of things (IoT)-enabled
risk monitoring system in
cold supply chain for per-
ishable food items, high-
resolution 3D model of ter-
rain, and infrastructure

and roads conditions in
disaster struck areas.
Every year SIH has two
editions -- SIH Software
and SIH Hardware. This
year Smart India
Hackathon-Junior has also
been introduced for school
students to build a culture
of innovation and prob-
lem-solving attitude at the
school level.

Smart India Hackathon
hardware grand finale is
scheduled from August 25
to 29 and the software
grand finale is scheduled
from August 25 to 26. The
winners in the Smart
India Hackathon on each
problem statement will be
awarded a prize amount
of Rs 1 lakh. Under the
student innovation cate-
gory, three prizes of Rs 1
lakh, Rs 75,000 and Rs
50,000 will be awarded to
the winning teams.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde arrives at
Vidhan Bhavan on the last
day of Monsoon Session of
Maharashtra Assembly, in
Mumbai, Thursday.

Subhas Sarkar
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Flooded Ashok Nagar area following heavy monsoon rainfall, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

FLOOD WOES

Students participate in a procession to mark the silver jubilee celebrations of the formation of Udupi district, in
Udupi, Karnataka, Thursday.

SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
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School Job Irregularities

CBI issues lookout
notice against TMC MLA

ESIC scheme adds 15.47
lakh new members in June

‘Raju Srivastava
still on ventilator’

Aaditya-Mungantiwar 
tussle on malnutrition-tribals
Mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI):
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narvekar
on Thursday ruled that
using the term 'should be
ashamed' in the House
was unparliamentary.

He made the statement
citing Item Number 357,
which is the expression
'should be ashamed', in
the list of words and ex-
pressions held to be un-
parliamentary or other-
wise.

Shiv Sena MLA Aaditya
Thackeray, while attack-
ing the Eknath Shinde
government on malnutri-
tion and problems faced
by Adivasis in the state,
had said "one should be
ashamed" on the plight of
Adivasis even after 75
years of Independence
and the country having a
tribal President.

Shinde defends rebellion against Sena
Says he has taken ‘contract’ for Maha development



Appointed 
LLuucckknnooww:: The BJP on
Thursday appointed Uttar
Pradesh cabinet minister
Bhupendra Chaudhary as
the party's chief in the
state. His appointment is
seen as the BJP's attempt
to reach out to the influen-
tial Jat community, which
was at the forefront of the
year-long farmers' protest
against the Centre's now-
withdrawn three con-
tentious farm laws. With
the appointment of
Chaudhary, also the state
minister for Panchayati
Raj, Uttar Pradesh has
become the third state
where the BJP will be
headed by a Jat leader,
after O P Dhankar in
Haryana and Satish Poonia
in Rajasthan.

Case
KKoottaa:: Police here regis-
tered a case of outraging
religious feelings against
e-commerce company
Amazon for selling an
"objectionable" photo
frame of Lord Krishna and
his consort Radha. The
case was lodged on
Wednesday after right-
wing Hindu outfit Bajrang
Dal took out a protest
rally against the firm.

Busted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Police on Thursday said it
has busted a gang dealing
in illegal firearms with the
arrest of two men alleged-
ly sourcing weapons from
Madhya Pradesh and sup-
plying those in the Delhi-
NCR, Haryana and western
Uttar Pradesh. Pramod
Kumar (35) and Rohtash
(31), both of Uttar
Pradesh, have already sup-
plied more than 500
firearms in the Delhi-NCR
in three years. They were
arrested in Delhi, the
police said, adding they
have been booked under
sections of the Arms
(Amendment) Act, 2019.

Arrested
JJaabbaallppuurr:: Two brothers were
arrested on Thursday for
allegedly raping their 16-
year-old cousin, who later
died of internal injuries, and
their 65-year-old grand-
mother in Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh, police
said. The accused, in the
21-22 age group, had
allegedly thrashed the teen
victim after raping her in
Ranjhi recently, and she
died in a hospital while
undergoing treatment on
August 20, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Dileep Shende told PTI.
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In this undated photo, 
16-month-old baby Master
Rishant whose organs were

donated after being declared
brain dead at AIIMS Delhi,
offering fresh lease of life 

to two patients.
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New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the technical
panel appointed by it to
probe the unauthorised use
of Pegasus has found some
malware in five mobile
phones out of the 29 exam-

ined but it could not be con-
cluded that it was due to the
Israeli spyware. After perus-
ing the report submitted by
former apex court Justice R
V Raveendran, Chief Justice
N V Ramana also noted that
the Central government did
not cooperate with the
Pegasus probe.

The top court last year or-
dered a probe into the allega-

tions of the use of Israeli
spyware by government
agencies for targeted surveil-
lance of politicians, journal-
ists, and activists and ap-
pointed technical and super-
visory committees to look
into the Pegasus row.

The three-judge bench
said the overseeing panel has
submitted a "lengthy" report
in three parts. One of the
parts suggested amending
the law to protect citizens'
right to privacy and ensure
the nation's cyber security.

Tirupati (AP), Aug 25 (PTI):

India could achieve the
targeted goals faster by
making use of women
power, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday even as he called
for thoughts on what more
could be done for the
women workforce, particu-
larly in the emerging sec-
tors, in line with the Vision
2047 being prepared by the
Union Ministry of Labour.

Delivering his inaugural
address via a video link to
the two-day national con-
ference of labour ministers
and secretaries of states
and Union Territories

here, the Prime Minister
noted that women power
could be put to good use by
adopting flexible work
hours, which was the fu-
ture need.

Flexible workplaces,
work-from-home ecosys-
tem and flexible work
hours are the future need.

We can necessarily use sys-
tems like flexible work-
places for creating oppor-
tunities for the women
workforce, the PM said, re-
calling the points he made
in his Independence Day
address. Modi stressed on
the need for taking quick
decisions, and also imple-
menting them at a brisk
pace, so as to take advan-
tage of the ongoing fourth
Industrial Revolution.

India lagged behind in
deriving benefits of the
first three Industrial
Revolutions but we need to
change in tune with the
changes in the nature of
jobs, he observed.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu will
confer National Awards to
Teachers 2022 to 46 selected
awardees on September 5 to
honour their unique contribu-
tion to school education, offi-
cials said on Thursday.
Among the selected teachers,
three each are from Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Maharashtra
and Telangana.
Yudhveer, Virender Kumar and
Amit Kumar (Himachal

Pradesh); Harpreet Singh,
Arun Kumar Garg and Vandana
Shahi (Punjab); Shashikant
Sambhajirao Kulthe, Somnath
Waman Walke and Kavita
Sanghvi (Maharashtra);
Kandala Ramaiah, TN Sridhar
and Sunitha Rao (Telangana),
are the awardees from these
four states. The Ministry of
Education has been organising
a function at Vigyan Bhawan
on teachers day on September
5 every year to confer the
awards to best teachers of the
country, selected through a
rigorous transparent and
online three stage selection
process. The other awardees
include Anju Dahiya
(Haryana), Rajni Sharma
(Delhi), Seema Rani

(Chandigarh), Maria Murena
Miranda (Goa), Umesh
Bharatbhai Vala (Gujarat),
Mamta Ahar (Chhattisgarh),
Iswar Chandra Nayak
(Odhisha), Buddhadev Dutta
(West Bengal), Javid Ahmed
Rather (Jammu and Kashmir),
Mohd Jabir (Ladkah),
Khursheed Ahmad (Uttar
Pradesh), Mimi Yhoshii
(Nagaland), Nongmaithem
Gautam Singh (Manipur),
Gamchi Timre R Marak
(Meghalaya), Santosh Nath
(Tripura), Meenakshi Goswami
(Assam), Shipra (Jharkhand),
Ranjan Kumar Biswas
(Andaman and Nicobar),
Aravindaraja (Puducherry),
Ramachandran (Tamil Nadu),
Ravi Aruna (Andhra Pradesh).

Raipur, Aug 25: 

A constable of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) was arrested in
Raipur for allegedly mo-
lesting and intimidating a
woman in a train, a
Government Railway
Police official said on
Thursday.

The incident took place
in a coach of the
Chhattisgarh Express on
Tuesday, he said.

Constable Bhupendra
Singh (41) allegedly mo-
lested the woman passen-
ger in the train and when
she resisted his move, he
intimidated and abused
her, the official said.

Based on the victim's
complaint, the GRP ar-
rested the accused on
Wednesday after the train
reached Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur, he said.

A case was registered
against him under Indian
Penal Code Sections 354
(assault or criminal force
on woman with intent to
outrage her modesty), 294
(obscene acts and songs)
and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation), the official said.

The accused, a native of
Uttarakhand, was posted
in the ITBP's 41st battal-
ion and deployed in
Maoist-hit Kondagaon
district of Chhattisgarh,
he said.

Ranchi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission of India is be-
lieved to have told
Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais that Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
should be disqualified as
an MLA for violating elec-
toral norms, Raj Bhavan
sources said. However, Raj
Bhavan has officially not
confirmed the develop-
ment. Jharkhand
Governor Ramesh Bais
after touching down at
Ranchi airport this after-
noon told media-persons
that he will be in a posi-
tion to comment on the
issue once he takes stock

of developments after
reaching the Raj Bhavan.

Panaji, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Goa Police on Thursday
pressed a charge of mur-
der against two associates
of BJP leader Sonali
Phogat after a post-
mortem report mentioned
that there were "multiple
blunt force injuries" on
her body.

Section 302 (murder) of
the Indian Penal Code was
added to the case related to
the death of the 42-year-old
leader, a senior police offi-
cial told PTI here.

Sudhir Sagwan and
Sukhwinder Wasi, who
had accompanied Phogat
when she arrived in Goa
on August 22, were named
as accused in the case, he
added.

Her brother Rinku
Dhaka had filed a com-

plaint against the two men
at Anjuna Police Station
on Wednesday. A panel of
forensic experts from the
Goa Medical College and
Hospital conducted the au-
topsy on her body on
Thursday morning after
her family agreed to the
procedure.

Dr Sunil Shrikant
Chimbolkar of the
Forensic Science
Department of GMCH in
his report reserved the
opinion on the cause of
death.

The cause of death due
to the best of my knowl-
edge and belief is reserved
pending chemical analy-
sis. Histopathology and
serological reports of the
tissues preserved, the re-
port said. However there
are multiple blunt force in-
juries over the body. In
view of the above, the
manner of death is for the
investigating officer to as-
certain," it added.

Tumakuru , Aug 25 (PTI): 

At least 9 people were
killed and 15 others injured
in a road accident near
Kalambella here during
early Thursday morning,
police sources said.

The incident happened
at about 4.30 AM, when a
lorry hit a passenger vehi-
cle.

The deceased are said to
be daily wage workers
from various parts of
Raichur district and were
on their way to Bengaluru,
sources said.

The injured have been
shifted to hospital for treat-
ment. The "cruiser" (a
multi-utility vehicle) in
which the victims were
travelling was said to be
crowded with nearly twen-
ty-four passengers, sources
said, adding that the de-
ceased include a couple of
children. "They left in a
cruiser at 1 PM yester-
day...around 4.30 AM today
when their vehicle over-
took the lorry, the lorry hit
the vehicle from behind
leading to it toppling and

hitting the divider. Nine
people have died on the
spot and remaining 15 have
been shifted to district hos-
pital for treatment, out of
then 2 serious cases have
been sent to NIMHANS in
Bengaluru," Tumakuru
Deputy Commissioner Y S
Patil said. According to
sources, some of the de-
ceased were members of
the same family. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
condoling the incident has
announced ex-gratia to the
family of the deceased and
those injured.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The government on Thursday
decided to put restrictions on
the export of wheat or meslin
flour to curb rising prices of
the commodity.
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
here.
The decision of the Cabinet
"will now allow to put a
restriction on the export of
Wheat Flour which will ensure
a curb on rising prices of
wheat flour and ensure food
security of the most vulnera-
ble sections of the society," an
official statement said.
The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) will
issue a notification to this
effect. Russia and Ukraine are
the major exporters of wheat,
accounting for around one-
fourth of the global wheat
trade. The war between the
two countries has led to global

wheat supply chain disrup-
tions, thus increasing the
demand for Indian wheat.
As a result, the price of wheat
in the domestic market has
shown an increase.
In order to ensure food securi-
ty of the country, the govern-
ment put a prohibition on
export of wheat in May.
However, this caused a jump
in overseas demand for wheat
flour. Wheat flour exports
from India have registered a
growth of 200 per cent during
April-July 2022 compared to
the corresponding period in
2021. The increased demand
for wheat flour overseas led to
significant price rise of the
commodity in the domestic
market. Earlier, there was a
policy not to prohibit or put
any restriction on the export
of wheat flour and therefore, a
partial modification of the pol-
icy was required by withdraw-
ing the exemption from ban/
restrictions on export in order
to ensure food security and
put a check on mounting
prices of wheat flour in the
country, the statement added.

Mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): 

An Army officer having a
family relationship with
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Purohit, an accused in the
2008 Malegaon blast case, be-
came the 25th witness to
turn hostile during the trial
here on Thursday.

Six persons were killed
and 90 injured when an ex-
plosive device strapped to a
motorcycle went off near a
mosque in Malegaon, a
north Maharashtra town,
on September 29, 2008.

The Army officer record-
ed his testimony before
Special Judge A K Lahoti on
Thursday and recognized
Purohit, who was present in
the court. He further testi-
fied that the Maharashtra
Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) had made inquiries
with him in connection with
the case, but had never
recorded his statement,
after which the court de-

clared him hostile. A wit-
ness presented by the probe
agency is declared hostile
when he or she does not sup-
port the prosecution's case
in the court. As per the
record, the ATS had record-
ed his three-page statement,
where he had claimed he
had seen documents related
to Abhinav Bharat outfit at
Purohit's house. In the state-
ment, the Army officer had
also claimed to have
dropped Purohit and anoth-
er former Army officer at
the site of the camp held for
Abhinav Bharat in October
2008 in Panchgani.

Apart from Purohit, the
other accused in the case in-
clude BJP Lok Sabha MP
Pragya Singh Thakur,
Shudakar Diwedi, Major
Ramesh Upadhyay
(Retired), Ajay Rahirkar,
Sudhakar Dwivedi,
Sudhakar Chaturvedi and
Sameer Kulkarni, all of
whom are out on bail.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Distinguished scientist Samir V
Kamat was on Thursday
appointed as Secretary of the
Department of Defence
Research and Development and
Chairman of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), according
to a Personnel Ministry order.
Kamat, who is Director General,
Naval Systems & Materials, at
the DRDO will succeed G
Satheesh Reddy who has been
named as scientific adviser to
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.
DRDO is the research and devel-
opment wing of the Defence
Ministry.
The Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) has
approved the appointment of
Kamat as Secretary of the
Department of Defence
Research and Development and
Chairman of DRDO from the
date of his assumption of
charge till he attains the age of
60 years, it said.

‘No proof of Pegasus spyware
in phones examined’

̈ Pegasus inquiry
panel found 
malware in 5 out 
of 29 phones

̈ Centre did not
cooperate in
probe: SC

With a Supreme Court-appointed panel stating the Centre did not
cooperate in the Pegasus probe, the Congress on Thursday alleged
the government by its action has made it clear that it used the Israeli
spyware to weaken democracy. "Everybody knows this weapon was
used and it dented democracy. This weapon is against the law and
Constitution. How can they (government) give the answer.
Sometimes not giving an answer is also an answer, the government
has made it clear (by not giving answers) that they used Pegasus
against democracy," Congress spokesperson Gourav Vallabh said.

‘Govt used Pegasus to weaken democracy’

‘Use women power to
achieve goals faster’

‘EC for disqualification of
J’khand CM Soren as MLA’

Jharkhand Chief Minister Soren
alleged blatant misuse of con-
stitutional authorities and pub-
lic agencies after reports
claimed that the Election
Commission recommended his
disqualification as an MLA in
the mining lease case. "It seems
that BJP leaders including a BJP
MP and his puppet journalists
have themselves drafted the ECI
report, which is otherwise
always given in a sealed cover,"
Soren said in a statement
issued by his secretariat.

‘Blatant misuse 
of constitutional

authorities’

Mamta Ahar from Chh’garh to
receive National Teacher Award
̈ President to 

confer awards 
̈ To 46 selected

awardees

ITBP constable held for
molesting woman in train

FLOOD LIKE SITUATION

River Chambal flows above the danger mark following heavy monsoon rainfall at Pinhat and Bah area, about 80kms
from Agra, Thursday.

Samir V Kamat
appointed
DRDO chief

Post-mortem report mentions
injuries on Sonali Phogat’s body
̈ Murder charge

pressed against
two associates

Govt put restrictions on
export of wheat flour

̈ To curb prices

MALEGAON BLAST CASE

Purohit’s friend turns
hostile in probe

Nine killed, 15 injured in road accident 

Police personnel inspect the mangled remains of a vehicle after an
accident near Kalambella in Tumakaru district, Thursday morning.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
condoling the incident has
announced ex-gratia to the
family of the deceased and
those injured. "The accident in
Tumakuru district, Karnataka
is heart-rending. Condolences
to the bereaved families.
Prayers with the injured. Rs 2
lakh from PMNRF would be
paid to the next of kin of each
deceased. The injured would
be paid Rs 50,000: PM @naren-
dramodi," the Prime Minister's
office said in a tweet.

PM announces 
compensation

Indramma Pillai

Bhilai: Indiramma
Pillai w/o SKV Pillai,
left for heavenly abode
on August 25. Funeral
procession will be taken
out from her residence
situated at MIG 1/856
Hudco on August 26
around 12:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham.

OBITUARYKrishna Kumar Singh assumes charge
as SAIL’s Director (Personnel)

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25:
Krishna Kumar Singh
has taken charge as
Director (Personnel) of
Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) on
August 25, 2022. Singh
did his graduation in
Electrical Engineering
from IIT, BHU and holds
PG Diploma in Human
Resource Management.

Singh joined SAIL in
1987 in the Company's
Bhilai Steel Plant as
Management Trainee
(Technical). Rising
through the ranks, Shri
Singh became the
Executive Director I/c
(Personnel &
Administration) in

SAIL before taking over
as the Director
(Personnel) of the
Company. He possesses
a vast experience of al-
most 35 years in various
diverse areas viz.
Operations, Human

Resource Development,
Vigilance and Personnel
& Administration in
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Corporate Office.

During his career,
Singh has taken several
progressive initiatives
in areas like
P e r f o r m a n c e
Management, Career
Progression Planning,
Manpower Planning,
Compensation &
Benefits, Training &
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Education, Industrial
Relations and Employee
Engagement initiatives.
He has played a key role
in formulation and im-
plementation of various
HR policies in the
Company.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava led the
cops in a six kilometre long
foot patrolling in the city. In
view of the upcoming fes-
tive season, the top cops
have come on the streets
under a special campaign
to maintain law and order
situation.

Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava;
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha along
with more than 50 jawans
conducted patrolling in
Padmanabhpur. They trav-
elled across Kelabadi, Potia
Road and concluded at
Tempo Stand. They moved
across the narrow lanes in
various mohallas of

Padmanabhpur area.
Under community polic-
ing, the cops along with
General Public and Public
Representatives patrolled
the entire area on foot.
They interacted with the
citizens present in the area
and asked about their
grievances. Corporator
Hameed Khokar and mem-
bers of Mitan Ganesh

Utsav Committee and
Mahila Samiti welcomed
the SP and the police team.
While interacting with SP
Durg, they appealed to take
strict action against the il-
legal trade of drugs. SP
gave his mobile number to
the ward residents and
urged them to communi-
cate information about the
wrongdoers. This special

campaign was launched to
create a sense of security
in the public and create an
atmosphere of fear of law
among anti-social ele-
ments. Action was taken
against the gathering of
anti-social elements, trou-
blemakers and people who
indulge in boozing. Earlier,
SP had conducted the same
campaign in Patan.

In order to maintain law
and order and to maintain
peace in their respective
sub divisions and police
station areas, the SHOs
have also intensified pa-
trolling. They are main-
taining vigil on recently re-
leased prisoners, goons,
miscreants, burglars, gang-
sters, suspicious persons,
old criminal elements, etc.
Apart from this, the trav-
ellers are also being
checked.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Rungta
College of Science and
Technology, Durg with
Rungta Institute of Science
and Management, Bhilai
under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) had or-
ganized "AZAADI  KA
AMRIT MAHOTSAV" on
August 23, 2022 by students
belonging to department of
Arts.

The event was flagged by
Principal of Rungta
College of Science and
Technology, Dr Tripti Jain
Agrawal, Principal of
Rungta Institute of Science
and Management, Dr
Anurag Sharma, Principal

of Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Dr RK Nema, Vice
Principal of Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management, Dr Preeti
Navin Yadav.

The students started
from the colleges with the
rally and patriotic slogans
after which students gave
speech on 'Azaadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. Cultural pro-
grammes such as solo
dance, group dance and

group song on patriotic
songs were staged. A
nukkad natak on this
theme was also presented
by the students.

The patriotism spirit was
witnessed among faculty
members and students. The
event coordinators were
Niti Khare and Kavita
Panigrahi. The blessings
for the event were extended
by Chairman of SRGI
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta.

PBIV remembers Rajyogini Dadi Prakashmani 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: On the
15th death anniversary of
Rajyogini Dadi
Prakashmani, former
Chief administrator of
Prajapita Brahmakumari
Ishwariya Vishwa
Vidyalaya, the Bhilai Sewa
Kendra remembered her
and pledged to imbibe her
teachings in life at a pro-
gramme organised in
Peace Auditorium, Sector
7. The death anniversary is
celebrated across all the
centres in the world as
World Fraternity Day on
August 25.

Senior Rajyoga teacher
Brahma Kumari Prachi
Didi, while explaining the
characteristics of grand-
mother, said that the main

concept of grandmother
was creation and pure
speech. On the basis of
which she united innumer-
able human souls in the
service centers spread
across the world and run
from the cradle of selfless
spiritual affection.

Dadi ji was an embodi-
ment of a virtuous person-
ality and a balance of law
and love. The goal of her
life was to do the work
which Baba has entrusted
on her for the welfare of
human beings not only in
India but all over the world.
Under the guidance of Dadi
ji, many big works were
completed and she also re-
ceived many honours.

Citing an example of
Dadi's life, BK Prachi said
that once VK Raju,

Managing Director of
Nagarjuna Fertilizers had
come to Mount Abu, seeing
such a big work, he asked
Dadi ji that you are the
head of such a big organi-
zation, but there is not even
slightest sign of stress on
your face.

Dadi ji replied very easi-
ly and in simple words that
the director of this institu-
tion is God, that is what I

do, I do not consider myself
to be the head, that's why I
never get stressed. And
there are no workers work-
ing here, but all these are
service holders and these
people do the work of God
as service, so they do every
work responsibly, so here
all the work is done very
systematically and well.

Dadi ji was the embodi-
ment of Shakti Swaroopa

and Love. Her life was
bound by the rules and reg-
ulations, so the life of all
the people who came in his
presence was also bound by
the rules and regulations.
Dadiji, according to her
name, spread the light of
spiritual knowledge and
Rajyoga meditation in the
whole world. It is to be
known that on the occasion
of the death anniversary of
Dadi Prakashmani ji, a
plantation program of
more than 40 lakh saplings
was organized across India
under the Kalpataruh proj-
ect by the International
Headquarters of the insti-
tution, Mount Abu, in
which all of them planted
through the Kalpataruh
App. Everyone paid tribute
to Dadi ji.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Durg
Municipal Commissioner
Prakash Surve on
Thursday inspected the
health camp organised
through the Mobile
Medical Unit in Borsi ward
under the Chief Minister's
Urban Slum Health
Scheme. He met with the
patients who came to the
camp for treatment and ex-
amination and took feed-
back on the arrangements
of the camp.

The commissioner
reached the health camp,
interacted with the pa-
tients, discussed with the
officers present in the
camp, and gave guidelines
regarding the systematic
operation of the camp. He
said that under the CM
Bhupesh Baghel's ambi-

tious plan, Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health
Scheme, with the coopera-
tion of District Health
Department and Municipal
Corporation, health camp
is organised as per the ac-
tion plan in all the slums lo-
cated in the corporation
area. In this sequel, along
with other places of the cor-
poration area, free health
check-up of more than 450
students was done through
mobile medical unit in
ward 52 Borsi (South)

Government Higher
School, Borsi. Along with
this, on the instructions of
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and Commissioner
Prakash Surve, health
camps are being organised
for students in all govern-
ment schools under Durg
Corporation area. During
this, Executive Engineer
Pramod Dubey, Health
Officer Javed Ali,
Kuleshwar Chandrakar
(APM) and others were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava inspect-
ed the Black and Grey
Spots as well as Traffic
Jam prone spots on the
National Highway and
gave necessary directions
to improve the situation.
He was accompanied by
Vishwas Chandrakar,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic).

They inspected the en-
tire stretch of national
highway between Nehru
Nagar Square to Kumhari
Toll Plaza and tried to as-
sess the cause of mishaps
at black and grey spots.
They also inspected the
flyover construction sites
where traffic jams occur
frequently.

Superintendent of
Police instructed to install
stoppers at those spots
where road accidents are
taking place due to over

speed. He instructed to co-
ordinate with the con-
cerned department for get-
ting the road repaired
near the construction sites
where the width of the
roads is very less. He fur-

ther instructed to contin-
ue the drive against illegal
parking on the service
road / National Highway.

On the instructions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg), the Traffic Police

took action against the ve-
hicles parked on the no-
parking zones for the third
consecutive day on
National Highway from
Nehru Nagar to Bhilai-03
area.

The traffic police took
action at Akash Ganga
Market, Indira Market
Durg, Civic Center Market,
Zonal Market Sector 10,
Power House, Nandini
Road and Sheetla Complex
and market places. Action
was taken under section
122 of MV Act against 254
vehicles for parking the ve-
hicles in no-parking zone.

Chhalan was pasted on
262 vehicles while 362 vehi-
cle owners/drivers re-
moved the vehicles imme-
diately on the spot. They
were counselled for park-
ing the vehicles at desig-
nated spots only. The cam-
paign traffic police will
continue in future as well.

Traffic Police appealed
to the common citizens of
Durg - Bhilai not to park
their vehicles in no park-
ing zone, common road,
highways and park their
vehicles only in the desig-
nated parking place in the
market.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: The Town
Services Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has always been commit-
ted to provide better serv-
ice to the residents of
Bhilai. Taking this further,
the Town Electrical
Engineering Department
(TEED) of the Town
Services Department has
made available the
"Township TSD App" pro-
viding a new facility to the
general public.

An App has been devel-
oped with the joint efforts
of the INCOS Department
of the BSP and the Town
Electrical Engineering
Department (TEED) for
registering complaints re-
garding power failure from
people residing in town-
ship area. Users also have
the facility of registering
other electrical related
complaints of their respec-
tive quarters or shop.

Through this app, the
residents of Bhilai will be
able to get instant infor-
mation about electrical
blockages in Bhilai town-
ship area. Quick redressal
of electrical complaints
can be done now. This app
will help in providing bet-
ter service to the con-
sumers of Bhilai
Township. This app is
available only for Android
mobile users. Steps for in-
stalling the App:

Step 1: Download the
'Township TSD App' .apk
file from https://www.sail-
bhilaisteel.com/. Step 2:
Browse the 'TSD_App.apk'
file in the download folder.
Step 3: Click on the App
installer file and select in-
stall. Step 4: Click Open
or the newly generated
icon of the TSD App with
sail logo to use app.
Registered users can ac-
cess the app and can know
the status of electricity in
township area.

Hazardous waste landfill facility inaugurated
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 25: Over the
years Bhilai Steel Plant has
taken number of steps in
exploring green technolo-
gies & adopting green prac-
tices. BSP understands that
business success and envi-
ronmental responsibility
go hand in hand.

To reiterate its commit-
ment towards environmen-
tal sustainability, BSP has
taken-up number of meas-
ures over the years to im-
prove its environmental
performance. The latest of
such endeavour is the
"Hazardous Waste Landfill
facility" on August 23, 2022
inaugurated by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In
Charge, BSP.

A formal ceremony was
held at the Project facility
wherein Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In-
Charge, BSP unveiled the
plaque. AK Bhatta
ED(MM), Anjani Kumar

ED (Works), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Ashok
Kumar CGM
(Projects), DL Moitra
CGM (Env Mgmt), U
Bharadwaj CGM
(Projects), S
Roychoudhary GM
(COCCD) and other
Senior officers and of-
ficials of Bhilai Steel
Plant and M/s Ramky
were present on this
occasion. Speaking on
the occasion Anirban
Dasgupta lauded the
efforts of projects or-
g a n i z a t i o n ,
Environment manage-
ment & COCCD depart-
ment on the successful
completion of the facility.

The Secured Landfill
has been built for the safe
disposal of Hazardous
Wastes. Presently BSP is
either recycling or selling
to the authorized recyclers.

All the Hazardous Waste
generated in its processes

as per the latest Hazardous
Waste (Management &
Handling) Rules notified by
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC), Govt of
India in the year 2016. The
facility will cater to the dis-
posal of Acid Tarsludge
and asbestos wastes gener-
ated from COCCD and

other departments.
Some of the hazardous

wastes generated from the
Poly Chloro-Bi-phenyl dis-
posal facility, which is like-
ly to be commissioned by
December-2022, will also be
disposed in the Secured
Landfill.

The Landfill is built as
per the guidelines of the

Central Pollution
Control Board with
provision for High
Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) double
Liners lay at the bot-
tom of the landfill,
which help in pre-
venting the leachate
contaminating the
ground water.

The Landfill design
was also approved by
the Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board.
There are also all the
state of the art facili-
ties envisaged in the
project for the stabi-

lization of the waste &
monitoring of the air and
water environment.

The uniqueness of the
facility is that, it is being
built on a slag dump yard.
This will enable BSP in
saving the precious virgin
land & making use of the
waste dump for a produc-
tive purpose.

The trial runs of the fa-
cility to check its effective
working were started from
October-2021 and it was
found that all facilities are
giving satisfactory per-
formance.

The construction work
was carried-out by a presti-
gious company, who is the
pioneers in introducing
the best waste manage-
ment practices in India &
have established number
of such facilities in India
and also in several other
countries.

It is worth mentioning
here that, BSP has invested
more than 1000 crores to-
wards environment conser-
vation under its just com-
pleted Modernization &
Expansion Program to-
wards cleaner and greener
technologies.

The present initiative
will help BSP in furthering
its efforts towards achiev-
ing global best standards in
environmental protection.
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BSP's initiative towards environment friendly management of Hazardous Wastes

TSD releases new app to 
provide better electrical 

services to township residents

SP inspects congestion and accident 
prone spots on national highway

Durg Commissioner 
visits Borsi health camp,
interacted with patients

Free health check-up of more than 450 students of higher school conducted

‘Azaadi  Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
celebrated at SRGI

KK Singh

Top cops conduct six km-long foot patrolling  
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Twenty passengers injured, three critical

Balod, Aug 25: In a head-
on collision between a pas-
senger bus and a truck, 20
persons are reported to
have got injured and three
are reported to be serious.
The accident took place on
Daundi- Bhanupratapur
main road here on
Thursday morning. After

the accident it was diffi-
cult to take out the driver
of the truck who got  stuck
inside and it was after lot
of efforts that his body
could be taken out. All
were sent to Daundi com-

munity health centre for
treatment and here 3 were
referred to higher centres
for treatment.

The entire accident took
place ahead of police bar-
rier on Doundi-
Bhanupratapur main road
and after which it led to
shouting for help and pain
by the passengers inside
the bus. In this there were
men, women and children
who were rushed to CHC
for treatment.

BJP would return back to 
power next year: Sao

Raipur, Aug 25: The
n e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) President Arun Sao
on Thursday claimed that
the saffron brigade would
return back to power in
Chhattisgarh next year
on line with 2002 when
the Youth brigade of
party had launched stir
against the then
Congress government.

Talking to media per-
sons at party office here,
CG BJP President Sao
said that administration
made all possible efforts
and even used Containers
to check the movement of

BJP workers but it all
went in vain as the youth
brigade successfully
gheraoed the CM House
as declared, he claimed.
He further added that the
Congress leaders have lost
their mental balance with
the success of the BJYM
agitation against the state
government. He claimed
that the Congmen are even

not accepting the docu-
ments related with the
election manifesto and
added that the BJP would
continue to create pres-
sure on government to pro-
vide job opportunities to 10
lakh youth in
Chhattisgarh. Former
Minister Rajesh Munat
was also present on the oc-
casion.

Employees’ strike: torch rally taken out 

Raipur, Aug 25: Lakhs of
employees and officers of
more than a hundred em-
ployee unions of the state
remained on indefinite
strike for the fourth con-
secutive day on Thursday
in response to a call of
Chhattisgarh Employees
Officers Federation. Work
in various departments as
well as in the District
Court and Revenue Court
came to a standstill due to
strike. There was silence
in all the offices due to the
strike. A torch rally was
taken out by the employ-
ees unions at 5 pm on

Thursday at all district
and block levels.

It is worth noting that
the federation has de-

manded to give house rent
allowance according to the
seventh pay scale includ-
ing 34 percent dearness al-

lowance arrears at par
with its two-point main de-
mands. The employees
union says that their
strike will continue until
their demand is met.

Federation Convenor
Kamal Verma, State
S p o k e s p e r s o n
Chandrashekhar Tiwari
said that on the call of the
Federation, employees are
on strike in all district and
block tehsil headquarters
of the state. Due to the
strike of the Judicial
Employees Union and the
Tehsildar of the state, the
Naib Tehsildar, all the
work in the District Court
and Revenue Court came
to a standstill. All the di-
rectorate offices of
Indravati Bhawan re-
mained closed.

‘Peepal’ tree collapses on Raipur-Bhilai highway

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 25: A
huge ancient ‘peepal’
tree near AIIMS

Hospital, Tatibandh
Raipur fell early
Thursday morning, dis-
rupting traffic on
Bhilai-Raipur highway
for nearly four hours.
Many vehicles got stuck
in traffic jam after col-
lapse of this tree at
around 5:45 am. After 4
hours of effort, the tree

was cut and removed
from the road.

People often come out
of their homes for morn-
ing walk on the road at
the time when the tree
fell. Many shopkeepers
also come out at this
time to open their shops.
In such a situation col-
lapse of a large tree

would have caused acci-
dent. Fortunately, no one
was injured in the inci-
dent.

Information was given
to police and administra-
tion. The team of
Municipal Corporation
and SDRF reached the
spot. The tree was cut
and removed, after
which the traffic was re-
sumed on the road.
Thousands of people
commute daily through
this road connecting
Raipur with Bhilai-
Durg.

Due to incessant rains
in the entire state includ-
ing the capital, many old
trees have become weak
and are falling causing
trouble to people in com-
muting besides raising a
fear of loss of life and
property.

Dr Mahant delivers lecture
on Climate Emergency 

Raipur, Aug 25:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charan Das Mahant deliv-
ered his lecture on
“Accountability of
Parliamentary Institutions
in Climate Emergency” dur-
ing the 65th Commonwealth
Parliamentary convention
held at Halifax Convention
Centre in Canada.

In his speech, Dr Mahant
stressed on the need for
comprehensive arrange-
ment for natural conserva-
tion through the
Parliamentary system. He
further added that the exis-
tence of human life depends
on model balance between

nature and human being.
He said that
Parliamentarian should be
more serious towards Water
Pollution and Water
Conservation.

Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma was also
present with him during the
convention.

CREDAI Property Expo to be inaugurated today

Raipur, Aug 25: CREDAI
Property Expo-2022 will be
inaugurated on Friday
evening at 4 pm. The Chief
Guest will be State Forest,
Transport, Housing and
Environment Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar. Special
Guest will be  senior MLA
and former minister Mr.
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman of Housing
Board Mr. Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Mr. Vikas
Upadhyay, Mayor Mr. Aiyaz

Dhebar. All the officials and
members of CREDAI, stall
holders, builders, SBI and
HDFC Bank officials will also
be present on the occasion.
CREDAI Chhattisgarh
President Mrinal Golchha,
Secretary and Program
Chairman Sanjay Raheja,
Vice President Pankaj
Lahoti said that buying a

property is a big task for all
when the dream of buying a
house is fulfilled. But it is
difficult to choose how to
buy a better property in our
budget, to make it easier,
CREDAI has organised a
three-day property expo
from August 26 to 28 at
Indoor Stadium in
Budhapara, Raipur.

Orientation Program by AAFT University in presence of Actor Suniel Shetty
Raipur, Aug 25: AAFT
University, a premier
media and arts university
in India, proudly hosted
its Orientation Program
on  August 25 at Hotel
Marriott in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. More than
500 students attended the
orientation program. The
Chancellor of AAFT
University, Sandeep
Marwah, interacted with
the students, encouraging
them to overcome hurdles,
work conscientiously and
make a name for them-
selves in their respective
fields. The chief guest at
the event was actor, entre-
preneur, and philan-
thropist Suniel Shetty.
Students got a chance to
interact with the actor,
and learn from his experi-
ences as he spoke to the

University students about
his entrepreneurial jour-
ney and humanitarian
work.

The orientation pro-
gram also witnessed mul-
tiple sessions by industry

experts and eminent
scholars like Prof. Sanjeev
Parshar, chairperson of
communications in IIM
Raipur, Dr.Kiranmayee
Nayak, the chairperson of
CG state women commis-

sion, Ishan Mitra, singer
and director, Gaurav
Birla, the co-founder and
CTO of Studio
Augmented, and Akhilesh
Anand, who is a senior an-
chor and editor of ABP
news. The purpose of
these sessions was to
make the students aware
of the abundant opportu-
nities in the field, the
skills required, and how
AAFT can contribute to
their skill-based training.

Actor Suniel Shetty
said, “AAFT University as-
pires to mould students
into leaders and innova-
tors of tomorrow. I truly
believe in their vision and
mission of creating a gen-
eration of students who
are not conventional rote
learners, but who have in
them the conviction and

courage to carve out a sep-
arate niche for them-
selves. I look forward to a
long and happy relation-
ship with AAFT and its
students.”

Sandeep Marwah said,
“We are thankful to Suniel
Shetty for joining us for
the orientation program.
Suniel is an embodiment
of hard work, diligence
and innovative thinking-
all the qualities we want
to inculcate in our stu-
dents. He is an ideal role
model and will inspire our
students to continue to
strive forward in their re-
spective fields. We are also
extremely grateful to all
the speakers who could
join us and help us in our
endeavour of providing
holistic education to our
students.”

Two-day PAC 
meeting from today

Raipur, Aug 25: A meet-
ing of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of
Parliament is going to be
organized on 26th and 27th
August at the Mayfair lo-
cated in Nava Raipur, capi-
tal Raipur. Chairman of
the committee Congress
MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury and other
members including MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab,
Jagdambika Pal, Satyapal
Singh, Ramkripal Yadav
and others have reached
Raipur to participate in

the meeting.
A ‘Sneh Bhoj’ was or-

ganized at the residence of
Vasu Chakraborty, relative
of Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, in which
Congress leaders along
with the dignitaries of the
city also reached for a
courtesy meeting with
MPs. Excise Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, MLA
Amitesh Shukla were
present. On the request of
Minister Lakhma, all the
MPs have gone on
Jagdalpur-Chitrakoot tour
on Thursday.

Meeting of the Public
Accounts Committee of
the Parliament is held in
one or the other state in
every three months, in-

formed Adhir Ranjan
Choudhury. Its job is to
check the accounts of gov-
ernment expenditure, he
said, adding that basis of
investigation is the report
of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).
The reports of the Public
Accounts Committee con-
tain recommendations
which are not technically
binding on the govern-
ment. But, they are taken
seriously and the govern-
ment also keeps action
notes in the Parliament.
The tenure of this commit-
tee is one year. The com-
mittee consists of 22 mem-
bers including 15 from the
Lok Sabha and 7 from the
Rajya Sabha.

HOLE LEFT OPEN

The small holes created to erect barricade for BJYM protest, have been left open and
may pose risk to two-wheeler riders in the rainy season.

NATURAL BARRIERS

Stray cattle in the middle of road are acting as big hindrance in smooth flow of traffic

at city’s most busiest of Malviya Road on Thursday evening.

p PAC Chairman Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury
arrives to attend

Opening ceremony
to be held at Indoor
Stadium Budhapara
at 4 pm

40 builders to partici-
pate with their more
than 200 properties

At Commonwealth
convention in
Canada

Traffic remains 
disrupted for four
hours

Work in district,
revenues come to
standstill

Raipur, Aug 26: The Cyber
Cell Raipur and Khamardih
thana police nabbed three
youth with 10 gms drug from
near BTI Ground. The Police
got tip from an informer that
the three youth in luxury car
are selling drugs. On this the
police raided the venue and
nabbed three and on con-

ducting search found 10 gms
drugs worth Rs 1.0 lakh in
their possession and includ-
ing cost of the Maruti Ciaz
bearing NO. CG 04 LZ 9016
worth Rs 5.0 lakh, entire
theft amount of Rs 6 lakh
was recovered.

The police informed that
the accused Gaurav Sehgal

and Akash Bharadwaj
brought drugs from Delhi
and bring it to Saurabh
Agrawal to be sold in Raipur
and who in turn find out
clients for them here in
Raipur. In this regard the po-
lice has arrested all three
and is investigating into the
matter.

Three nabbed with drugs worth Rs  1 lakh

2 nabbed with ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 7 lakh

Dhamtari, Aug 25:
Dhamtari police got a major
breakthrough when they
nabbed two accused with
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 7 lakh. They
were bringing ‘Ganja’ from
Odisha and taking it to Delhi,
but were caught by the police
mid-way in Borai Thana.

As per information in this
regard, the police created
check-post near Borai Thana
on Wednesday and were
checking all the cars coming.
It was here when they

stopped a car and tried to in-
quire the two, they were un-
able to give answer properly.
Finding it suspicious, police
conducted search in the car
and found 35 kg ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 7 lakh in their pos-
session and they informed
that they are taking it to
Delhi. The police seized the
‘ganja’ and car and two ac-
cused viz. Mukarram Khan
of Gaziabad and Goldy
Choudhary of Delhi and also
seized their phones.

When bus-truck
meet head-on 
collision
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TRAFFIC JAM

The strike by BJP workers resulted in traffic jam at various places as the traffic was
diverted here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Aug 25: 

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal wished Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
on the occasion of his
birthday. The office bear-
ers of the Chamber met
the Chief Minister at the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence and wished him a
long and bright future
while congratulating CM
on his birthday. On this
occasion, Chamber
Advisor Jitendra Doshi,
Rakesh Ochwani, State

President Amar Parwani,
Chamber Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo,
Manmohan Agarwal, Vice
President – Hira Makhija,
Manoj Kumar Jain,
Bharat Jain, Secretary –
Mahendra Kumar

Bagrodia, Nilesh
Mundhra, Shankar Bajaj,
Shoaib Ansari, Yuva
Chamber, General
Secretary, Kanti Patel,
Yuva Chamber, Vice
President – Jayesh Patel,
Vipul Patel were promi-
nently present.

Chamber officials met CM,
extends birthday wishes

Raipur, Aug 25: Azim
Premji University and
College of Teacher
Education (CTE) will to-
gether hold an exhibition
of Schoolbooks Archive,
an open-access digital
repository of over 7900
books and related materi-
als, along with a few hun-
dred print copies of
archived books on August
25 and 26 at College of
Teacher Education,
Shankar Nagar, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

The two-day exhibition
is titled — ‘Schoolbooks
and Related Documents: A
Journey through Two
Centuries.’ In November
2021, Azim Premji
University unveiled the
Schoolbooks Archive, an
attempt to collect and cu-
rate schoolbooks and relat-

ed documents that have
been in use in India and
the sub-continent over the
last two hundred years.

The growing collection
includes textbooks, an-
thologies, reference works
such as dictionaries, glos-
saries, atlases, works on
school management, peda-
gogy, psychology and
health manuals, and
scores of curriculum doc-
uments for school and
teacher education pro-
grammes. With its focus
on history and the contem-
porary world, the reposito-
ry is expected to benefit
teachers, teacher educa-
tors, students in teacher
education courses, cur-
riculum and textbook de-
velopers, illustrators, and
researchers on various as-
pects of school education.

Azim Premji University, CTE
to hold two-day exhibition 

Of Schoolbooks Archive on Aug 25-26
Jagdalpur, Aug 25: 

The Forest Department
has caught a four feet
long crocodile from a
pond in village
Badeparoda in Bastar dis-
trict and released it into
the Indravati river below
Chitrakoot.

It is to be known that
during the entire month
of August, the rivers and
streams were in full spate
due to heavy rains in the
district. In the meantime,
crocodiles reached the
village pond from the
rivers. According to the
information received, the
villagers informed the
Forest Department that a
crocodile has been spot-
ted in a pond in the vil-
lage. After which the for-
est department team
reached the spot and

managed to catch the
crocodile after 4-hour
long struggle. Due to ex-
cess of water in the pond,
first the water from the
pond was extracted with
the help of the villagers.
The forest department

caught the crocodile after
the water in the pond re-
ceded. Forest department
officials said that the
crocodile was released in
the lower part of the
Chitrakote falls of the
Indravati river.

Four-feet long crocodile
caught from a pond

Jagdalpur, Aug 25: 

In Bastar district, gov-
ernment employees of
about 96 departments are
on indefinite strike on the
call of Employees
Federation. Advocates of
BJP Law Cell reached the
site of strike in the Krishi
Upaj Mandi of the city
today and extended their

support to their indefinite
strike. Sapan Devangan,
District Convener of BJP
Legal Cell said in the
meeting place that BJP
Legal Cell provides its
moral support to the
movement. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
should fulfill all the legiti-
mate demands of the em-
ployees. He said that if the

government tries to
thwart the movement by
adopting a repressive poli-
cy, using ESMA Act on the
employees, then the BJP
Law Cell will provide all
legal aid to the employees.
Apart from this, it was
said to provide free legal
aid from district to state
level. During this, District
Convenor of Law Cell,

Sapan Devangan, State
Working Committee mem-
bers Naveen Thakur,
Dinesh Panigrahi, Preeti
Wankhede, Sanjay
Vishwakarma, Deepak
Trivedi, Mukud Kashyap,
Gosh Dahiya, Jaiprakash
Padhi, Sarita Sathpathy,
Mausam Lunavat and
other advocates were pres-
ent.

BJP Legal Cell extends moral support 
To the agitating employees

Bilaspur, Aug 25: 

We can become good
entrepreneurs only
when we start with the
spirit of social service.
A student should keep
in mind the market, so-
ciety and their influ-
ence while venturing
into entrepreneurship
so that he can avoid the
difficulties in entrepre-
neurship development.
These views were ex-
pressed by Mr.
Satyendra Singh,
founder of “Bastar Se
Bazar Tak Private
Limited”. With the ini-
tiative of Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas Central
University, a student-
successful entrepre-
neurial dialogue was or-

ganized by the
Department of Rural
Technology and Social
Development, in which
successful entrepre-
neur, Satyendra Singh
told about the journey
from Bastar to the mar-
ket.

He appraised in detail
how the tribal farmers
of Bastar are selling
various types of shakes,
basundi, kulfi from
Sitaphal, Tamarind,
Mango and Jamun, as
well as selling their
seeds, fibers and skins.

On this occasion, the
Head of the Department
of Rural Technology
stressed upon the stu-
dents that honesty is
very important for en-
trepreneurship develop-
ment and right plan-
ning and goals should

be set while starting
any startup. Dr. Dilip
Kumar, Assistant
Professor and
Coordinator, Skill
Development Cell, said
that understanding the
market demand and
identifying opportuni-
ties are essential traits
of a successful entre-
preneur.

He also told that many
youth are unable to es-
tablish entrepreneur-
ship due to lack of tech-
nical skills despite
being educated.
Therefore, an important
aspect is to be kept in
mind by student entre-
preneurs is to enhance
the technical knowledge
and skills related to the
field in which they want
to start entrepreneur-
ship.

Entrepreneurship and Social Service:
Identity of a Successful Entrepreneur

KKaarreellii  bbaaddii,,  AAuugg  2255::

Pola festival will be cele-
brated in the villages of
Magarlod, Kareli Badi Chowki
area on Aug 27. Farmers have
started preparing for this.
Potters are also making ‘Nandi
baila’ toys (earthen mould of
bulls) and other sports items
and selling them in the market. 

The importance of Nandi
bull increases during Pola fes-
tival. This is a special festival
for the farmers. There is a
demand for Nandi bullocks
toys of earthen and wood in the
market and the price of toys
has also increased compared
to last year.  

Narottam Yadu, the Patron
of the Village Patel Union of
Hasda, said that this Pola festi-
val, celebrated on the new
moon day of Bhadrapada
month, celebrates the work of

the second phase of Kharif
crop after the completion of
tilling and sowing.  This festival
is also celebrated to show grat-
itude to the farmers by wor-
shiping the bullocks in the joy
of growing crops. He informed
that on this day no agriculture
work is done, because on this
day the grains of the paddy
crop sprouts.  

That’s why no farmer goes
to the field. Local food items
like ‘Chila roti’ is offered to
Thakur deity, wishing the
farmer a good harvest and
praying for happiness, prosper-
ity and good harvest. He
informed that on this day the
bullocks are taken care off by
providing them with a bath and
cleaning. Children make toys
out of clay like kitchen items
and use symbolic earthen bul-
locks and offer prayers and
have fun with the toys.

Toys and items for
‘Pola’ high on demand

By villagers in Magarlod

Flying Squad
appointed for 
examinations
Bilaspur, Aug 25: A
flying squad has
been constituted, as
follows, for the pre-
vention of copying
cases and for sur-
prise inspection at
the examination cen-
ters during the even
semester examina-
tions of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University for the
session 2021-22- Prof.
V.S. Rathore,
Department of
Physical Education -
C o n v e n e r ;
Members are - Prof.
P.J. Mishra,
Department of Social
Work; Dr. S.S.
Dhuria, Department
of Forestry and Wild
Life. The above order
was issued on Aug 18.

Bilaspur, Aug 25: 

In accordance with
the instructions of the
Ministry of Education,
Department of Higher
E d u c a t i o n ,
Government of India,
the following commit-
tee has been constitut-
ed in Guru Ghasidas
Central University for
conducting research
programs on the sub-
ject of empowerment
of persons with dis-
abilities. This in-
cludes  Prof. P.K.
Bajpai – Coordinator;
Prof. Manisha Dubey –
Members of the
Advisory Committee
are- Prof. Pratibha J.
Mishra; Prof. Praveen
Kumar Mishra; Prof.

LVSK Bhaskar; Dr.
C.S. Wajhalwar –
C o o r d i n a t o r ,
Executive Group; Dr.
Bhuvana Venkata
Raman -co-
C o o r d i n a t o r ,
Executive Group;
Members are - Dr. Alok
Kushwaha; Dr. Rohit
Raja; Dr. Amitesh Jha;
Dr. Ghanshyam
Dubey; Dr. Sunil Sen;
Dr. Santwana Pandey;
Dr. Dilip Kumar Jha;
Dr. Sambit Kumar
Padhi; Dr.
Bindeshwari Pawar;
Dr. Sonia Sthapak; Dr.
Payal Banerjee; Dr.
Sudhir Sudam Kavre.

The above order has
been issued from the
Registrar’s office on
Aug 17-2022.

Research programme on 
empowerment of persons

with disabilities

Raipur, Aug 25: A free of
cost interaction camp was
organised with the par-
ents of special children at
Ekta Children’s Hospital,
Shanti Nagar, Raipur. In
which the problems and
solutions of special chil-
dren were discussed with
the parents, and counsel-
ing related to treatment
was given. Parents of

about 40 children took ad-
vantage of this camp.
Ekta Hospital’s Dr.
Radhika Aggarwal
(Pediatric Neuro), Dr.
Monika Pandey (Pediatric
Ortho), Dr. Shikha
V i s h w a k a r m a
( P h y s i o t h e r a p i s t ) ,
Bhumika Gijare
(Psychologist) along with
Satyam Banjare (Speech

Interaction camp with 
parents of special children

held in Ekta HospitalBBiillaassppuurr,,  AAuugg  2255:: On day two of
Interdisciplinary Refresher
Course in Life Science four ses-
sions were conducted. First
session was start at 10.30am
and the talk was delivered by
Prof. MNV Prasad, School of
Life Sciences, and University of
Hyderabad. The topic of the
talk was ‘UN-Sustainable
Development Goals and EU-
Green Deal as mirror images -
national and international per-
spectives.’ 

The second session was
between 12.15pm to 01.30pm.
In this session Prof. S. P. Singh,
Department of Biosciences,
Saurashtra University, RAJKOT
delivered a talk on topic
‘Changing Scenario in Life
Sciences: From Single Gene to
Microbiome.’ These sessions
were conducted by Dr. LBS
Bhaskar, Course Coordinator. 

In the third session Prof.
Vamsi Lavu, Department of

periodontics, Sri Ramachandra
Institute of Higher Education
and Research, Chennai talked
on ‘Whole genome methylation
and Oral conditions.’ This ses-
sion was conducted by Dr.
Sudhir R. Kohchale and vote of
thanks was proposed by Mr.
Shailendra V. Madavi. 

Fourth session was started
at 4.00pm. In this session Dr.
Mohammed Arifulla, Universiti
Malaysia Kelantan delivered a
talk on ‘Potential of Local
Herbs in Pharmaceutical, Food,
and Cosmetic Industries.’ 

This session was conducted
by Mr. Shailendra V. Madavi
and vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr. Gajanan
Deshmukh. The group leader of
first group Miss Neelima
Pandey and all participants
took efforts to make all the
sessions successful. Total 37
participants were present for
the complete sessions.

Interdisciplinary 
refresher course inaugurated

at UGC-HRDC GGU

Yuwa Sena to
contest 

student’s union
election

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2255::
The students
wing of Shiv
Sena, Yuwa
Sena will be
fielding candi-
dates in the
next students
union election
due next month. Student
leader and President Shiv Sena
(South) Sanjay Sonkar
informed that in the Student’s
Union election being held after
six years, Shiv Sena will be
fielding candidates in all the
Colleges and will also ensure
their victory. 

He said that since they are
working close to students and
their problems and finding its
solutions in the Colleges, their
victory is for sure. 

After NSUI, ABVP, Yuwa
Sena will be the third strongest
student’s power in the state
and soon they will declare the
College in-charges.

Raipur, Aug 25: 16 mem-
ber( 09 male, 05 female)
state Thai Boxing team left
for Amritsar to participate
in 13th National Thai
Boxing Championship
scheduled from Aug 26-28
in Amritsar. In the team 11
members are from Raipur
and out of them 05 are
from Shri Gujrati School.
For this tournament Anis
Memon has been appoint-
ed as chief judge while
Tikeshwari Sahu has been
selected for referee and
jury member. Anil
Barnam from Ambikapur

is team coach while
Mahendra Nirvahan from
Raipur is accompanying
as manager of the team.

5 member from Shri
Gujrati School

Pallavi Sahu, Mansi
Tandi, Yash Rai, Anis
Memon and Tikeshwari
Sahu. All the players from
Raipur district met GSS
Secretary Ashok Bhai
Patel and took his bless-
ings. The team members
were distributed T Shirt
by the secretary and he as-
sured of prize money to
the players.

16 member Chh’garh Thai Boxing
team leaves for Amritsar

Raipur, Aug 25: State
level review meeting of
Adivasi Congress was
conducted at Rajiv
Bhavan on Thursday.
State President Janak
Dhruv chaired the meet-
ing while vice president
and other office bearers

were present in the meet-
ing. All of them in one
voice took path to ensure
victory of Congress in
the coming elections. All
the members expressed
their views and assured
to strengthen the organi-
zation.

State level meeting of
Adivasi Congress conducted



Government work stalled due to strike
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Aug 25: Public
remains the worst af-
fected, as government
offices are closed down,
due to the ongoing
strike by the Employee
Federation Union. The
employees are on an in-
definite strike demand-
ing dearness allowance
and house rent al-
lowance at par with the
Centre.

On the second day of
the protest at Rajim
Tehsil dharna site, em-
ployees alike Tehsildar,
Naib Tehsildar,
Revenue Patwari,
Revenue Inspector, vari-
ous teacher organiza-
tions, Health
Department employees,
Veterinary Department
employees, Gram
Panchayats Secretary,
Taxation Officer, and
A g r i c u l t u r e
Department staff offi-
cers are on strike.

Naib Tehsildar
Kaivart, Chhattisgarh
Teachers Association's
Divisional Vice
President Ramnarayan
Mishra, Block
Convenor Shiv Kumar

Sinha, Dinesh
Tamrakar Joint
Teachers Association's
Patron Y P Goswami,
Naresh Sahu of United
Teachers Association,
Revenue Inspector BP
Sahu, and many speak-
ers  addressed the gath-
ering. On this occasion,
Naib Tehsildar
Fingeshwar, Block
Convenor Shiv Kumar
Sinha, Mohit Mishra,
Atma Ram Sahu of
Teachers Union,
Kishore Kumar, Ajay
Giri Goswami, DK
Markam, Siyaram
Sahu, Kesho Ram Sahu,
were present.

Martyr Ghanshyam 
Kanouje paid rich tributes

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Aug 25: On oc-
casion of 11th death an-
niversary of martyr
Ghanshyam Kanouje, a
candle march was taken
out in the city by the pub-
lic representatives and
rural youth. First the stat-
ue of Ghanshyam
Kanouje was garlanded at
the Govt High School
Parishad by the rural

youth at 6:00 pm and then
rich tributes were paid.

Villagers highlighting
on the life of the martyr
said that the martyr
Ghanshyam Kanouje died
in naxal encounter in
Bhadrakali of Bijapur
naxal area.

It was on his martyr-
dom that that villagers of
Birkoni lighted candle be-
fore his photo and ob-
served two minute silence

as mark of respect.
During this Inku Patel,

Santosh Nishad, Rajendra
Chandrakar, Daka Yadav,
Ghanshyam Sahu, Tikam
Sahu, Ashish
Chandrakar, Narad
Nishad, Yogesh
Jalkshatri, Doman Sahu,
Mordhwaj Sahu,
Dushyant Chandrakar,
Ravi Chandrakar and
other villagers were pres-
ent.

Preparations start for making of Ganesha idols

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 25:
Preparations for the
Ganeshotsav celebra-
tions in traditional man-
ner in Rajnandgaon city
has been started in full
swing. With no alarming
cases of corona in the re-
gion, the idols of Lord
Ganesha will be estab-
lished.

The artists have start-
ed giving final touch to
idols of Lord Ganesha
and in this tableaux are
being prepared with dif-
ferent themes and sub-
jects. The work of erect-
ing of 'pandals' at differ-
ent chowks and places
has already being start-

ed and for this venues
have already being fi-
nalised.

This year idols of Lord
Ganesha are likely to be
of different forms and
sizes. The start of
Ganesh parv is on fourth
day of 'Bhadrapad Shukl'
and it will fall on Aug 31.
In this 11-day festival, in
the city of Rajnandgaon
also known as
'Sanskardhani', the
preparations for
Ganeshotsav has been
started in traditional
manner.

This year also idols of
Lord Ganesha in differ-
ent forms and sizes will
be installed at different
chowks and corners in

the city. With reduction
in number of corona
cases, the artists and
sculptors of idols of
Lord Ganesha have start-
ed giving final touch to
their idols. Right from
Lakhouli to Kanharpuri,
the artists are making
different forms and
shapes of Lord Ganesha
near 'Manav Mandir'.

Erection of 'Pandals'
in different chowks and
triangles has been start-
ed and like every year,
this year also the well-
known Samitis of
Rajnandgaon district
will be established
Ganesha idols along
with attractive 'pandals'.

Artists busy in mak-

ing idols of various
forms:

There is tradition of
celebrating Ganeshotsav
in Nandgaon district in
traditional manner. In
such conditions the
artists have started de-
signing variety of idols
of Lord Ganesh in differ-
ent forms.

Idol makers Suresh,
Naresh, Ashish and oth-
ers said that this time
they have got relief
from corona pandemic
and therefore are con-
struction idols of small
size upto 10 feet size.
Tableau to be taken 

out after 2 years:
Due to corona pan-

demic, there was com-

plete ban on immersion
of tableaux of Lord
Ganesha. It was after
long break of two years
that now the tableaux of
Lord Ganesha by differ-
ent samitis will be taken
out and there are about
30-35 samitis who are
making preparations for
the same. The construc-
tion of 'Tableaux' for the
same has been started.

School entrance festival
prog celebrated in Barula

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Aug 25:
Under the joint aegis of
Government Primary and
Pre-Secondary School
Barula, the school en-
trance festival program
was celebrated with joy
and enthusiasm.

The Chief Guest of this
program was Assistant
Development Block
Education Officer Hemant
Sahu and Bishat Ram
Pardhi Sarpanch presided
over the programme. On
the other hand, Puran Lal
Sahu Sankul, Principal
Coordinator, Bhuvan Yadu

Puranik Dhruva School
Management Committee
President Chhanu Lal
Sahu Jhuram Sahu was
present as a special guest.

On this occasion, Chief
Guest Hemant Sahu
Assistant Development
Block Education Officer
said that education is very
important in life and the
progress of village society
and nation is possible with
the development of educa-
tion. Parents must partici-
pate in completing the
homework given to the
children in the school.

Bishat Ram Pardhi
Sarpanch said that all of

you should study diligent-
ly in school and pass with
good marks and illumi-
nate the name of your
school, village, district and
state. The program was
conducted by
Laxminarayan Sen
(Teacher) and Omkar
Sahu (Head Reader) ex-
pressed gratitude.

On this occasion the
head reader of the institu-
tion Omkar Sahu Moti
Dhruva teacher
Laxminarayan Sen,
Hirawan Sahu, Mannulal
Dhruva, Prerna Sen par-
ents and students were
present.

Janmashtami celerbrated with fervour 

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Aug 25:
This year the festival of
Krishna Janmashtami
was celebrated in Gram
Bahana Kadi, just few kms
from capital city, by taking
out a massive 'Shobha
Yatra' and breaking of
earthen pot filled with
symbolic curd water.

In this chief guest was
Abhinav Kashyap, District
President Raipur BJP and
it was chaired by Vedram
Manhare State President
Nasha Mukti Abhiyan
BJP and special guest was
Lalita Krishna Verma,
District Panchayat mem-
ber, Dineshwari Yashwant
Tandon Janpad member
Arang, Gajendra Yadav,
President, former
Sarpanch Mungi, Ashok

Banjare Sarpanch Gram
Panchayat Bahana Kadi,
Manohar Lal Banjare, for-
mer sarpanch.

First prayers were of-
fered to Lord Shri Krishna
and traditional lamp was
lit. After this the guests
were welcomed with gar-
land, shawl and srifal.

After this the guests were
invited for address and in
this special guest
Dineshwari Y Tandon said
that Lord Shri Krishna did
the remarkable work of
uniting people from all re-
ligions and communities.

For safeguarding 'Truth'
he always worked against

the evils and those exploit-
ing the society. Janapd
member Krishna Verma
on this occasion made a
declaration of donating Rs
5 lakh for community
building in the village.

Chief Guest Abhinav
Kashyap and Ved Ram
Manhare said that life of

Lord Shri Krishna moti-
vates all in every walk of
life, then be it the relation
of a son or that of friend-
ship, he fulfilled it to its
full and which continued
to motivate people for last
many years. Further he
said in order to know
value of life, one should
read Bhagwat Gita every-
day and try to imbibe it in
practical life as well.

Ashok Banjare
Sarpanch expressed grati-
tude towards all the guests
present. fter this the
guests flagged off the
tableau showcasing idols
of Lord Shri Krishna an
Lord Shiva. In this, in the
massive idol of Lord
Shiva, Lord Shri Krishna
was shown lying in the lap
of his mother Yashoda
Maiyya and all this was
shown amidst colourful
lightings and it was en-
joyed by one & all.

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Aug 25:
Regarding the remark
made by the Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister on BJP
Chhattisgarh's state in-
charge Daggubati
Purandeshwari and region-
al organization minister
Ajay Jamwal, BJP Mahila
Morcha Chhattisgarh's
state minister and
Kabirdham district pan-
chayat chairman Bhavna
Bohra has described it as
inappropriate.

Bhawna Bohra said that
the use of such language
against a woman leader
shows the mentality to-
wards women by the Chief
Minister and the Congress
party. Bharatiya Janata
Party is a party of workers
and women and men are
given equal opportunities

and  BJP is encouraging
women leadership and
bringing them forward, but
the indecent statements
made by the Congress
party and their leader
about women every day
shows the anti-women
mentality of the Congress,
she said. Addressing the
state in-charge D.
Purandeshwari as 'Hunter

Wali' is not only an insult to
her but all of us women and
shows the mindset of the
Chief Minister towards
women, Bohra stated.
Expressing concern about
the safety of women in
Chhattisgarh, Bhavna
Bohra said that today the
Chief Minister and the
Congress party are not
looking serious about the
safety of the women of the
state. She charged that the
way injustice, atrocities, vi-
olence and crime against
women is increasing in
Chhattisgarh at present, it
is worrying. The
Chhattisgarh government
had made big promises in
the elections regarding
women's safety, but till date
they have not been imple-
mented, due to which a big
question mark arises on the
safety of women, she stated.

Working committee 
of Gandharv Samaj 
declared null & void

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 25: It
was on June 19 in the
presence of regional
President Ashok Nayak
and patrons of Gandharv
Samaj, the district body of
Gandharv Samaj
Rajnandgaon includingi
men, women and district
working committee has
been dissolved at
Rajnandgaon District HO.

In the re-elections of
new working committee,
Bhagwandas Gandharv of
Belhari has been elected
as the President of the
Working Committee.

Giving the above infor-
mation, Patron Gandharv
Samaj Chhattisgarh
Madholal Gandharv said
that election date of Aug
21 was finalised, but de-
spite presence of repre-
sentatives and Presidents
and Secretaries from 13
areas, elections could not
be held.

It is a very serious issue
for the district and there-
fore it was on Aug 21, the
working committee of
men and women and
District Rajnandgaon of
Gandharv Samaj has
been declared null 
and void.

Arang’s Mahamaya pond awaits beautification

Central Chronicle News

Aarang, Aug 25: Arang
Nagar in Chhattisgarh is
known for its temples as
well as ponds. Ancient and
historical temples are also
present on the banks of
these ponds. Due to which
religious sentiments are
attached to the temple as
well as the ponds among

the people here.
One of these is the main

local Mahamaya pond,
where the existence of the
pond is in danger due to
the encroachment and
filth that has been happen-
ing for a long time due to
the negligence of the ad-
ministration.

For its development and
beautification, last year

the government has also
approved Rs 69 lakh. The
famous temple of
Adishakti Mata
M a h a m a y a ,
Kumareshwar Mahadev
and Narayanban
Hanuman temple are also
present on the banks of
this pond. Immersion of
idols in Durgotsav and
other festivals also takes

place here; due to this
pond is also a pond of
faith.

But for the last several
years, due to the random
encroachment on the
banks of the pond and the
dirt emitted from them,
the nature of the pond has
changed.

Ward Councilor Sharad
Gupta informed that for

the conservation and
beautification of the
pond, Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria had
also sanctioned Rs.69
lakh, on which the con-
tract company has started
work.

But the work came to a
halt as no action was
taken against the en-
croachment. He said that

the water of the pond has
been emptied for the last
two years for the work,
but this year also due to
lack of action on the en-
croachment, the work of
beautification is not being
done. Meanwhile, Arang
SDM Atul Vishwakarma
has said to demarcate the
pond, to free it of en-
croachment.

 In Gram Bahana Kadi
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From Rajnandgaon district

Statement of CM against
Purandeshwari inappropriate: Bohra

BhawanaBohra

Erection of 'Pandals' and others also begins in Rajnandgaon

Villagers take out candle march on his death anniv

PADDY PLANTATION

Farm workers plant paddy saplings in a field during the monsoon season, on the outskirts of Jabalpur, Thursday.

PROTEST MARCH

Daily wage employees of Public Health Engineering department during a protest march demanding regularisation
of their jobs, in Jammu, Thursday.
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BRIEF

Cloudburst 
Dehradun: The death
toll in the cloudbursts
that hit Uttarakhand
recently has risen to
11 with the recovery of
more bodies from the
debris in affected
areas and an injured
dying at a hospital
here. Three more bod-
ies were recovered on
Wednesday from
Bhaiswar and Sarkhet
areas of Dehradun
while an elderly man
injured in a cloud-
burst died during
treatment at
Himalayan Hospital,
Jollygrant, the disas-
ter control room said
on Thursday.

Acquit
New Delhi: A court
here has acquitted two
men in a seven-year-
old assault case, say-
ing that continuing
with the trial would be
a waste of judicial
time, money and re-
sources and will also
cause unnecessary op-
pression of the ac-
cused. The judge also
said that in the ab-
sence of any incrimi-
nating evidence
against the accused
due to the com-
plainant not turning
for evidence, the pros-
ecution can never
hope to prove the alle-
gations and the testi-
monies of official wit-
nesses, even if it was
taken on record,
would be insufficient.

Suicide
Kannauj: A 54-year-
old man allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging himself from
a tree after being “ha-
rassed” by a police-
man at Jalalpur
Thakuran village
here. Family mem-
bers of the dead have
alleged that he was
disturbed over a po-
lice sub-inspector
threatening him of
sending him to jail in
connection with a
murder case. Tukman
used to live in a house
constructed in an
agriculture field and
on Thursday morn-
ing he was found
hanging from a tree,
police said on
Thursday.

Test
Asansol: A day after
he was remanded in
14 days’ judicial cus-
tody by a special CBI
court, arrested TMC
strongman Anubrata
Mondal was on
Thursday taken to
the state-run district
hospital at Asansol
in Paschim
Bardhaman district
for a medical check-
up. Mondal, who suf-
fers from chronic dis-
eases, underwent
several routine tests
at Asansol Zilla
Hospital for over an
hour, a senior doctor
there told reporters.
“There is no need for
hospitalisation. He
can do with the med-
ical support already
made available in the
judicial custody,” the
doctor said.

Shimla, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Anand Sharma on
Thursday said the G23
grouping is working to
strengthen the party,
which will put up a united
face in the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls.

Sharma said this while
addressing reporters here,
days after he resigned
from the chairmanship of
the party’s steering com-
mittee for the state citing
“continuing exclusion and
insults”. The G23 is a
group of dissident senior
Congress leaders who
have demanded organisa-
tional overhaul. Sharma is
part of the group.

The senior Congress
leader told reporters that
the Congress must be re-
newed in those states
where it has lost elections.
“This is the wish of every

Congressman,” he said.
The Congress will make

every possible effort to
overcome shortcomings
and contest the coming
Assembly elections in
Himachal Pradesh united-
ly, he added.

Speaking on the G23
grouping within the
Congress, Sharma said it
is working to make the
party stronger. “The G23 is
working to make the

Congress stronger. Giving
suggestions for making
the organisation strong is
the need of democracy,”
said Sharma, who is also
the Congress Working
Committee member.

“Whatever we have said
is registered with the
Congress president. There
are many steps that have
been taken, we hope that
more steps will be taken,”
he added.

‘Cong will put up 
united face in HP polls’

Senior Congress leader Anand Sharma addresses media
during a press conference, in Shimla, Thursday. 

Artists give finishing 
touches to an idol of Lord

Ganesha, made from paper
pulp to raise awareness 

on environment, ahead of
the Ganesh Chaturthi 
festival in Mumbai.

Bhopal, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh
government has suspend-
ed the recognition of 93
nursing colleges after
they came under the scan-
ner of the High Court.

MP Nursing Council
administrator Dr Yogesh
Sharma on Thursday told
PTI that recognition of 93
nursing colleges had been
suspended.

Sources said 16 of of
these colleges are in
Indore, eight in Bhopal,
seven in Jabalpur, among
other places.

Vishal Baghel, presi-
dent of the Law Students
Association of Madhya
Pradesh, had filed a pub-
lic interest litigation
(PTI) on January 11 this
year alleging lack of in-
frastructure in some of
these colleges as well as
few of them running only

on paper on the basis of
fake documents.

Baghel and his coun-
sels Alok Vagrecha and
Deepak Tiwari had
drawn the attention of
the court towards the pa-
thetic condition of these
institutes.

On May 10, the HC had
sought details, including
documents and photo-
graphs, from 453 colleges
from the MP Nursing
Council, but 93 had failed
to respond to notices is-
sued by the MPNC, after
which their recognition
was suspended, Baghel
told PTI. On Tuesday, a di-
vision bench of Chief
Justice Ravi Malimath
and Justice Vishal
Mishra had also ordered
the state government to
appoint an administrator
to run the MP Nursing
Council after observing
that the material fur-

nished to the court by the
latter was incorrect.
Taking cognisance of
some of the photographs
submitted by the petition-
er’s lawyer, the HC ob-
served it was “shocking”
that some sheds have
been shown as colleges.

“On considering the af-
fidavit filed before the
court as well as previous
affidavits and the materi-
al on record, the same
would indicate involve-
ment by the Registrar
(MP Nursing Council) in
supplying incorrect infor-
mation to the court,” the
bench order had said on
Tuesday.

The statements made
by the Council’s registrar
on affidavit are shown to
be false through affidavits
of the petitioner, and this
is a very serious matter,
the court order said. It
also said the “Registrar is

responsible to a very
great extent for the pres-
ent state of affairs”,
adding that careers of
students were at risk due
to the registrar’s acts of
omission and commis-
sion.

“Therefore, we deem it
just and necessary that
the Registrar, MP
Nursing Council, Bhopal
be directed to be kept
under suspension forth-
with,” the order said.

In relation to the photo-
graphs submitted, the
court order said, “There
is a broken room with a
couple of vessels, which
is said to be the laborato-
ry. Photographs of a huge
college structure are also
being produced. However,
there is a plastic board
which indicates it is one
of the nursing colleges.
Same is the photographs
of certain other colleges.”

MP govt suspends recognition of 93 nursing colleges
Dehradun, Aug 25 (PTI):  

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has asked officials
to cancel all recruitment
examinations where irreg-
ularities have been detect-
ed by authorities and start
the selection process
afresh. The order was is-
sued by Dhami while re-
viewing the status of the
ongoing probe into the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection
Commission (UKSSSC) re-
cruitment scam here on
Wednesday.

“All examinations in
which there is evidence of
irregularities should be
cancelled and the selection
process should be started
afresh,” Dhami said at the
meeting attended by sen-
ior officials including
Chief Secretary S S

Sandhu, DGP Ashok
Kumar and Additional
Chief Secretary Radha
Raturi. He asked the
Special Task Force (STF),
investigating the case, to
expedite the probe, identi-
fy and arrest the guilty,
confiscate their illegal
property and take action
against them under the
Gangster Act and the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The chief minister said
corrupt or illegal activity
of any kind cannot be tol-
erated.

Appointments of taint-
ed people recruited
through examinations
held in an unfair manner
should be cancelled and
action should be taken
against them as per the
law, he said. However, the
examinations being held
fairly should be concluded

on time, he added. Dhami
said a new chairman of
the UKSSSC should be ap-
pointed soon so that it
functions properly.
Recruitment to vacancies
in different departments
should be made in a clean
and transparent manner,
he said.

The STF has so far ar-
rested 22 people, including
eight government employ-
ees, in connection with the
UKSSSC recruitment
scam. Investigations have
revealed that the accused
took Rs 12-15 lakh from
each candidate in ex-
change for a solved ques-
tion paper.

The graduation-level
exams, in which wrongdo-
ings have been detected,
were conducted by the
UKSSSC on December 4
and 5 last year in three sit-
tings.

Dhami asks officials to cancel all UKSSSC
exams after irregularities surface

Kolkata, Aug 25(PTI): 

Next time you gorge on
a pile of fried snacks at a
roadside eatery, think
again.

A recent survey report
has revealed that almost
60% of used cooking oil
(UCO), which, according
to scientists, raises the
risk of contracting non-
communicable diseases,
including cancer, heart ail-
ments and organ damage,
often finds its way back
into the food stream.

Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), in asso-
ciation with Koan
Advisory Group and
Finland-based Neste, in a
report revealed that the re-
use of UCO by commercial
food business operators

(FBOs) is pervasive, espe-
cially among small estab-
lishments and street ven-
dors, who often utilise
black, smoked oil till the
last drop.

As many as 505 (101
large-sized and 406 small-
sized) food business opera-
tors (FBOs), including
street vendors and small
establishments, across
four metros — Kolkata,
Mumbai, New Delhi and
Chennai — were surveyed
in the study.

According to Dr Amit
Javed, Director,
G a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l
Surgeries, CK Birla
Hospital, Re-using cooking
oil causes free radicals in
the oil to get released.
These free radicals are
carcinogenic. Reusing

cooking oil may lead to
stomach cancer and can-
cer in the food pipe, apart
from heart disease.
Cooking oil mustn’t be
reused even once.
Regulatory agencies have
prepared guidelines on the
proper use of cooking oil,
which must be adhered to,
in the interest of public
health and wellbeing.”

In India, consumption of
UCO in any form is strict-
ly prohibited under food
safety guidelines. The
Food and Safety Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) launched
Repurpose Used Cooking
Oil (RUCO) initiative
under which UCO was col-
lected and converted to
biodiesel — to combat the
health menace.

‘60%  of used cooking oil finds
its way back into food stream’

SURVEY REPORT

Bengaluru, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The Karnataka cabinet
on Thursday condemned
the 40 per cent commis-
sion allegations made by
the State contractors asso-
ciation, calling it ‘base-
less’ and asked it to prove
with evidence.

Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, who
termed the allegations as
“nothing but politically
motivated”, hit out at the
Congress, which along
with the association is de-
manding a judicial probe.

“I demand details and
evidence for allegations
made; if given, will an
order inquiry in 24
hours”, Bommai said.

The contractors’ associ-
ation has renewed its 40
per cent commission
charge and said that it
would continue its fight

demanding an independ-
ent judicial inquiry.

An association delega-
tion, led by its president D
Kempanna, had on
Wednesday met Congress
leader and Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Siddaramaiah
and later alleged that the
whole system was cor-
rupt.

He accused Ministers
and MLAs of demanding
a percentage, and that
they would be writing an-
other letter to the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in this regard.

“The cabinet informal-
ly discussed it (commis-
sion charge), this is not an
issue that brings pride to
the state. If anyone has to
make any charge or make
any allegations they will
have to provide evi-
dence...we are saddened

by such baseless allega-
tions and as a government
we condemn it,” Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister J C
Madhuswamy said.

Speaking to reporters
after the cabinet meeting,
he said, “If they have evi-
dence, let them give it to
Lokayukta who is a judi-
cial officer or at least to
the media, instead just
making a statement call-
ing all 224 MLAs as cor-
rupt will not bring respect
to the state. If they pro-
vide evidence we will ini-
tiate an inquiry, we are
not here to protect any-
one.”

Ahead of the cabinet
briefing, Bommai said the
intention of Kempanna
and team is clear from the
fact that they met
Siddaramaiah, before
making the allegations.

K’taka govt condemns graft 
charges levelled by contractors body

Thrissur (Kerala), Aug
25 (PTI): The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday carried
out a raid on the
Karuvannur Cooperative
Bank where a Rs 300-crore
scam has allegedly taken
place. An ED source told
PTI that the raid began in
the morning and was still
continuing.

“The ED officials are ex-
amining the documents
which were sealed earlier,”
the source said. On August
10, the ED raided the hous-
es of the accused in the
scam. The agitated deposi-
tors are on a warpath
against the management
of the ruling CPI(M)-con-
trolled Karuvannur
Cooperative Bank, located
at Irinjalakuda, demand-
ing the return of their
money. The loan scam was

reported in the bank in
Thrissur district in July
2021. Following this, a case
against six bank officials
was filed and an inquiry
commenced.

After several people, in-
cluding local customers,
raised apprehension over
the bank’s functioning, an
audit was conducted there
recently, in which the
charges were reportedly
found to be true.

During the inspection, it
was also found that loans
were sanctioned on the
property pledged by local
customers without their
knowledge and the loan
amount was credited mul-
tiple times to the selected
account. Following the al-
legations, the 13-member
committee of the Marxist
party-ruled bank was dis-
banded.

ED raids cooperative
bank in Kerala

Kottayam (Kerala), Aug
25 (PTI): The Crime
Branch wing of Kerala
police on Thursday raid-
ed senior Kerala politi-
cian P C George’s resi-
dence at Erattupetta in
the district.

This action claimed to
have been taken in con-
nection with the 2017 ac-
tress assault case was po-
litically motivated, said
George and his son Shone
George to mediapersons
after the raid. The inten-
tion was to find what evi-
dence his father was
going to submit to the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) against Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, he alleged.

This was evident from
the fact that the Crime
Branch wanted to know
what documents were

there in the house and
also wanted to take his
mobile phone, he said.

“The police know that
if anyone wanted to send
anything to P C George,
they would send it on my
e-mail or whatsapp.
Therefore, the evidence
my father wants to sub-
mit before ED will be
there on my phone,” he
further said. So, he said,
his phone cannot be given
to the police.

“You know what will
come of that. Will not give
it (phone) to the police,
but will happily submit it
before court,” he further
said.

Shone George said he
was close to actor Dileep
and firmly believed that
the latter would not do
what he has been accused
of in the case.

Crime Branch raids 
P C George’s residence



MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAME

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, top left, stands on top of a Gepard anti-aircraft gun tank as he visits a training 
program for Ukrainian soldiers at a military training area in Putlos, Germany, Thursday, June 25.
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Pokrovsk (Ukraine), Aug 25 (AP):

The death toll from a
Russian rocket attack as
Ukraine observed its
Independence Day has
risen to 25, including an
11-year-old boy found
under the rubble of a
house and a 6-year-old
killed in a car fire near a
train station that was the
target, a Ukrainian offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Russia’s Defence
Ministry said its forces
used an Iskander missile
to strike a military train
that was carrying
Ukrainian troops and
equipment to the front
line in eastern Ukraine.
The ministry claimed
more than 200 reservists
“were destroyed on their
way to the combat zone.”

The deputy head of
the Ukrainian presiden-
tial office, Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, did not say
if the 25 victims he re-
ported from
Wednesday’s attack all
were civilians. A total of
31 people sustained in-
juries, he said.

The lethal strike in
Chaplyne, a town of
about 3,500 residents in

the central
Dnipropetrovsk region
nonetheless served as a
brutally painful re-
minder that Russia’s
military force is causing
civilians to suffer and
testing Ukraine’s re-
silience after six months
of a grinding war.

In Geneva on
Thursday, the UN’s
human rights chief,
Michelle Bachelet, de-

cried the time since
Russian President
Vladimir Putin sent
troops into the neigh-
bouring country as
“unimaginably horrify-
ing.” She called on
Putin “to halt armed at-
tacks against Ukraine.”

The train station
strike took place after
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
warned that Moscow

might attempt some-
thing particularly cruel
this week as Ukraine
marked both its 1991 dec-
laration of independ-
ence from the Soviet

Union and the six-month
point of Russia’s inva-
sion on Wednesday.

Tetyana Kvitnytska,
deputy head of the
Dnipropetrovsk regional
health department, said
the people wounded in
the attack suffered a
range of injuries.

“There are craniocere-
bral injuries, limb frac-
tures, many patients
with explosive and
shrapnel injuries,
burns,” she said.
“People were in a diffi-
cult condition, both
physically and psycho-
logically.”

“Now our efforts are fo-
cused on the children
who suffered. We work
with four children. Three
children out of four are
in serious condition. In
addition to severe stress,
they have blast and
shrapnel injuries, burns,
and fractures,”
Kvitnytska said.

Death toll from train station attack in Ukraine rises to 25
Islamabad, Aug 25 (PTI):

An anti-terrorism court
in Pakistan on Thursday
granted interim bail till
September 1 to former
prime minister Imran
Khan in a terrorism case
registered against him for
threatening police, judici-
ary and other state institu-
tions during a rally in the
capital last week.

Judge Raja Jawad
Abbas Hassan of the anti-
terrorism court here
granted the bail to him till
September 1 against a
surety of Rs 100,000, the
Dawn News reported.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief ’s bail
plea was filed in the court
on Thursday prior to his
arrival, with the petitioner
contending that the terror-
ism case against him was
registered by police as an
act of revenge.

Security was tightened
around the Federal
Judicial Complex, where
the hearing was held, with
police and Frontier Corps
personnel deployed at the
site. Roads in the com-
plex’s surroundings were

also blocked.
Khan’s party, mean-

while, called on support-
ers to come out on the
streets and then head to
Islamabad the next day if
he is taken into custody.

Khan, 69, was booked
under Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act (pun-
ishment for acts of terror-
ism) on Sunday for threat-
ening a female judge and
senior police officers at a
public rally in Islamabad a
day earlier.

In his address, Khan had
threatened to file cases
against top police officials,
a woman magistrate,
Election Commission of
Pakistan and political op-
ponents over the treat-
ment meted out to his aide
Shahbaz Gill, who was ar-
rested on charges of sedi-
tion. At the rally, he had

warned the judiciary
against its biased attitude
towards his party, saying
that it should brace itself
for the consequences.

The former prime min-
ister had also warned ad-
ditional district and ses-
sions judge Zeba
Chaudhry, who had ap-
proved the two-day physi-
cal remand of his aide
Shahbaz Gill’s on the re-
quest of the capital police
in a sedition case, that she,
too, would face dire conse-
quences.

The PTI chief had
threatened to file cases
against Islamabad’s in-
spector general of police
and deputy inspector gen-
eral of police, saying, We
won’t spare you.

On Monday, the
Islamabad High Court
granted him protective
bail for three days with the
direction to seek bail from
the sessions court before
the expiry of the three-day
period.

The FIR against Khan
said that his speech had
spread fear and uncertain-
ty among the police,
judges and the nation.

Pak court grants interim bail to
Imran Khan in terrorism case

Washington, Aug 25 (PTI):

India for the first time
on Wednesday voted
against Russia during a
procedural vote at the
United Nations Security
Council on Ukraine, as the
15-member powerful UN
body invited Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to address a
meeting through a video
tele-conference.

This is for the first time
that India has voted
against Russia on the issue
of Ukraine, after the
Russian military action
began in February. So far,
New Delhi has abstained
at the UN Security Council
on Ukraine, much to the
annoyance of the Western
powers led by the United
States.

Western nations, includ-
ing the US, have imposed
major economic and other
sanctions on Russia follow-
ing the aggression.

India has not criticised
Russia for its aggression

against Ukraine. New
Delhi has repeatedly called
upon the Russian and
Ukrainian sides to return
to the path of diplomacy
and dialogue, and also ex-
pressed its support for all
diplomatic efforts to end
the conflict between the
two countries.

India currently is a non-
permanent member of the
UNSC for a two-year term,
which ends in December.

On Wednesday, the
UNSC held a meeting to
take stock of the now six-
month-old conflict on the
31st anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence.

As the meeting began,
Russian Ambassador to
the United Nations Vassily
A Nebenzia requested a
procedural vote concern-
ing Ukrainian President’s
participation in the meet-
ing by video tele-confer-
ence.

Following statements by
him and Ferit Hoxha of
Albania, the Council ex-
tended an invitation to

Zelensky to participate in
the meeting via video tele-
conference by a vote of 13
in favour to one against.
Russia voted against such
an invitation, while China
abstained.

Nebenzia insisted that
Russia does not oppose
Zelensky’s participation,
but such participation
must be in-person. During
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Council decided to
work virtually, but such
meetings were informal
and, after the pandemic’s
peak, the Council returned
to the provisional rules of
procedure, he argued.

Reiterating that his
country’s objection per-
tains specifically to the
President’s participation
by video tele-conference,
he called for a procedural
vote on this matter, to
which India and 12 other
countries did not agree
and supported Zelensky to
address the Council via
video conference.

Albania’s Hoxha argued

that Ukraine is at war, and
the situation in that coun-
try requires the President
to be there. Due to this
unique situation, he sup-
ported Zelensky’s partici-
pation via video tele-con-
ference and urged other
members to do the same.

Nebenzia regretted that
Council members had spo-
ken out against complying
with the rules of the
organ. We can understand
the logic of Kyiv’s Western
backers , he said, express-
ing disappointment that
other members con-
tributed to the erosion of
the Council’s very founda-
tion and practices.

Soon thereafter,
Zelensky in his remarks
via a video conference
called for the Russian
Federation to be held ac-
countable for its crimes of
aggression against
Ukraine. “If Moscow is not
stopped now, then all these
Russian murderers will in-
evitably end up in other
countries, he said.

India votes against Russia in UNSC
during procedural vote on Ukraine

TROPICAL STORM

An aerial view shows fishing boats that have returned to port for
shelter before the arrival of tropical storm Ma-on in Yangjiang city in
southern Chinas Guangdong Province. 

Beijing, Aug 25 (PTI):

China’s defence min-
istry on Thursday said it
was firmly opposed to any
third party “meddling” in
the border issue and hoped
India will abide by the bi-
lateral agreements not to
hold military drills near
the Line of Actual Control

(LAC), the very pacts it has
been accused of violating
in eastern Ladakh leading
to a prolonged standoff.

Senior Colonel Tan
Kefei, a spokesperson for
China’s Ministry of
National Defence (MND),
made the comments while
replying to question about
reports of special forces of

the US and India recently
holding a joint combat ex-
ercise in the southern
foothills of the Himalayas
and their plans to conduct
a joint military exer-
cise code-named “War
Exercise” (Yudh
Abhyas) in October
close to the border. “We
firmly oppose any third

party to meddle in the
China-India border issue
in any form,” Tan told an
online press conference
here.

China objects to Indo-US military drills nears LAC

NNiikkooppooll  ((UUkkrraaiinnee)),,  AAuugg
2255  ((AAPP)):: Ukrainians are
once again anxious and
alarmed about the fate
of a nuclear power plant
in a land that was home
to the world’s worst
atomic accident in 1986
at Chernobyl. The
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, Europe’s largest,
has been occupied by
Russian forces since the
early days of the war,
and continued fighting
near the facility has
heightened fears of a
catastrophe that could
affect nearby towns in
southern Ukraine or
potentially an even
wider region. The gov-
ernment in Kyiv alleges
Russia is essentially
holding the Soviet-era
nuclear plant hostage,
storing weapons there
and launching attacks

from around it, while
Moscow accuses
Ukraine of recklessly fir-
ing on the facility,
which is located in
the city of
Enerhodar.

Anybody who
u n d e r s t a n d s
nuclear safety
issues has been
trembling for the
last six months,
said Mycle
Schneider, an
independent poli-
cy consultant and
coordinator of the
World Nuclear
Industry Status
Report. Ukraine
cannot simply
shut down its
nuclear plants
during the war
because it is heav-
ily reliant on
them, and its 15

reactors at four stations
provide about half of its
electricity.

Ukrainian fears run high over fighting near nuclear plant

Y ears late and billions over
budget, NASA's new moon

rocket makes its debut next week
in a high-stakes test flight before
astronauts get on top. The 322-
foot rocket will attempt to send an
empty crew capsule into a far-
flung lunar orbit, 50 years after
NASA's famed Apollo moonshots.
If all goes well, astronauts could
strap in as soon as 2024 for a lap
around the moon, with NASA aim-
ing to land two people on the lunar
surface by the end of 2025. Liftoff
is set for Monday morning from
NASA's Kennedy Space Center.
The six-week test flight is risky
and could be cut short if some-
thing fails, NASA officials warn.  

We're going to stress it and test
it. We're going make it do things
that we would never do with a
crew on it in order to try to make it
as safe as possible, NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson told The
Associated Press on Wednesday.
The retired founder of George
Washington University's space
policy institute said a lot is riding
on this trial run. Spiraling costs
and long gaps between missions
will make for a tough comeback if
things go south, he noted.  It is
supposed to be the first step in a
sustained program of human ex-
ploration of the moon, Mars, and
beyond," said John Logsdon. 

Will the United States have the
will to push forward in the face of
a major malfunction?" The price
tag for this single mission: more
than 4 billion. Add everything up
since the program's inception a

decade ago until a 2025 lunar
landing, and there's even more
sticker shock: 93 billion. Here's a
rundown of the first flight of the
Artemis programme, named after
Apollo's mythological twin sister.

RROOCCKKEETT  PPOOWWEERR
The new rocket is shorter and

slimmer than the Saturn V rockets
that hurled 24 Apollo astronauts to
the moon a half-century ago. But
it's mightier, packing 4 million
kilograms of thrust. It's called the
Space Launch System rocket, SLS
for short, but a less clunky name is
under discussion, according to
Nelson.  Unlike the streamlined
Saturn V, the new rocket has a pair
of strap-on boosters refashioned
from NASA's space shuttles. The
boosters will peel away after two
minutes, just like the shuttle
boosters did, but won't be fished
from the Atlantic for reuse. The
core stage will keep firing before
separating and crashing into the
Pacific in pieces. Two hours after
liftoff, an upper stage will send
the capsule, Orion, racing toward
the moon.

MMOOOONNSSHHIIPP
NASA's high-tech, automated

Orion capsule is named after the
constellation, among the night
sky's brightest. At 11 feet tall, it's
roomier than Apollo's capsule,
seating four astronauts instead of
three. For this test flight, a full-size
dummy in an orange flight suit will
occupy the commander's seat,
rigged with vibration and acceler-
ation sensors. Two other man-
nequins made of material simulat-
ing human tissue heads and fe-
male torsos, but no limbs will
measure cosmic radiation, one of
the biggest risks of spaceflight.
One torso is testing a protective
vest from Israel. Unlike the rocket,
Orion has launched before, mak-
ing two laps around Earth in 2014.
This time, the European Space
Agency's service module will be
attached for propulsion and solar
power via four wings.

FFLLIIGGHHTT  PPLLAANN
Orion's flight is supposed to last

six weeks from its Florida liftoff to
Pacific splashdown, twice as long
as astronaut trips in order to tax
the systems. It will take nearly a
week to reach the moon, 386,000
kilometers away. After whipping
closely around the moon, the cap-
sule will enter a distant orbit with
a far point of 61,000 kilometers.
That will put Orion 450,000 kilo-
meters from Earth, farther than
Apollo. The big test comes at mis-
sion's end, as Orion hits the at-
mosphere at 40,000 kph on its way
to a splashdown in the Pacific. The
heat shield uses the same materi-
al as the Apollo capsules to with-
stand reentry temperatures of
2,750 degrees Celsius. But the ad-
vanced design anticipates the
faster, hotter returns by future
Mars crews.

HHIITTCCHHHHIIKKEERRSS
Besides three test dummies, the

flight has a slew of stowaways for
deep space research. Ten shoe-
box-size satellites will pop off
once Orion is hurtling toward the
moon. The problem is these so-
called CubeSats were installed in
the rocket a year ago, and the bat-
teries for half of them couldn't be
recharged as the launch kept get-
ting delayed. NASA expects some
to fail, given the low-cost, high-
risk nature of these mini satellites.
The radiation-measuring
CubeSats should be OK. 

Also in the clear: a solar sail
demo targeting an asteroid. In a
back-to-the-future salute, Orion
will carry a few slivers of moon
rocks collected by Apollo 11's Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin in
1969, and a bolt from one of their
rocket engines, salvaged from the
sea a decade ago. Aldrin isn't at-
tending the launch, according to
NASA, but three of his former col-
leagues will be there: Apollo 7's
Walter Cunningham, Apollo 10's
Tom Stafford and Apollo 17's
Harrison Schmitt, the next-to-last
man to walk on the moon.

AAPPOOLLLLOO  VVSS..  AARRTTEEMMIISS
More than 50 years later, Apollo

still stands as NASA's greatest

achievement. Using 1960s tech-
nology, NASA took just eight years
to go from launching its first astro-
naut, Alan Shepard, and landing
Armstrong and Aldrin on the
moon. By contrast, Artemis al-
ready has dragged on for more
than a decade, despite building on
the short-lived moon exploration
programme Constellation. Twelve
Apollo astronauts walked on the
moon from 1969 through 1972,
staying no longer than three days
at a time. For Artemis, NASA will
be drawing from a diverse astro-
naut pool currently numbering 42
and is extending the time crews
will spend on the moon to at least
a week. The goal is to create a
long-term lunar presence that will
grease the skids for sending peo-
ple to Mars. NASA's Nelson, prom-
ises to announce the first Artemis
moon crews once Orion is back on
Earth.

WWHHAATT''SS  NNEEXXTT
There's a lot more to be done

before astronauts step on the
moon again. A second test flight
will send four astronauts around
the moon and back, perhaps as
early as 2024. A year or so later,
NASA aims to send another four
up, with two of them touching
down at the lunar south pole.
Orion doesn't come with its own
lunar lander like the Apollo space-
craft did, so NASA has hired Elon
Musk's SpaceX to provide its
Starship spacecraft for the first
Artemis moon landing. 

Two other private companies
are developing moonwalking
suits. The sci-fi-looking Starship
would link up with Orion at the
moon and take a pair of astro-
nauts to the surface and back to
the capsule for the ride home. So
far, Starship has only soared 10
kilometers. Musk wants to launch
Starship around Earth on SpaceX's
Super Heavy Booster before at-
tempting a moon landing without
a crew.One hitch: Starship will
need a fill-up at an Earth-orbiting
fuel depot, before heading to 
the moon.
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Injustice 

The convicts of gang-rape
of a pregnant woman Bilkis
Bano and killer of seven
members of her family in-
cluding her three-year-old
daughter were given hero's
welcome with garlands and
sweets after they walked out
of prison as free men after
serving just fifteen years of
imprisonment. The video of
the celebration has widely
been circulated. The mood
of the celebration shows the
attitude of 180 degree oppo-
site of remorse. Not only
Bilkis Bano but also the res-
idents of her village are
now feeling insecure.
Several people have left
Randhikpur village in
Gujarat's Dahod district out
of fear of violence from the
side of the convicts after
their release. These convicts
should be sent to the prison
again for rest of their lives.

Sujit De, Kolkata

Non-Gandhi chief
Sooner the better if a non-

Gandhi Congress chief is
elected to fill the vacuum
and save the party, which
otherwise seems to be losing
ground across India. An en-
ergetic younger leader
should be chosen to instil
vigour in the party and en-
able it to regain lost ground.
A strong Opposition is a
must for a vibrant democra-
cy and to save it from degen-
eration.

Roop Singh, via mail 

Berating Nehru
As the first PM, and with

sagacity and pioneering
leadership, Nehru provided
political stability and built
umpteen independent insti-
tutions, such as the Election
and Planning Commissions,
IITs, AIIMS, CSIR, and
Bhakra Dam. He was the ar-
chitect of non-alignment as
India’s foreign policy, and
stood for pluralism and
composite ancient culture
tempered by modern scien-
tific temper. And because of
this, he is the bete noire of
the powers that be. For
them, he is not a freedom
fighter and a democrat, but
a dynast who contributed
little for national develop-
ment. Nehru-bashing pays
political dividends to the
ruling class by polarising
society.

Prem Singh Dahiya,
Rohtak

PM must break
silence

The question in the mind
of the janta today is, when
will Prime Minister Modi
break his silence on the re-
lease of the 11 convicts in
the Bilkis Bano case? A min-
ister even called them
Brahmins and thus san-
skari. Every time, long
speeches are not required.
In a democratic setup, the
ruling party is answerable
to public sentiments.
During the past eight years
as PM, he has never held a
press conference.

Bhupinder Kochhar,
Panchkula
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Kamrup: Participants take part in a traditional boat race at Hajo in Kamrup district, Thursday, Aug. 25.

EXPLAINER: NASA tests new moon 
rocket, 50 years after Apollo

TRADITIONAL BOAT RACE

Chris Kirkland

T o see a world in a
grain of sand , the

opening sentence of the
poem by William Blake, is
an oft-used phrase that also
captures some of what ge-
ologists do. We observe the
composition of mineral
grains, smaller than the
width of a human hair.
Then, we extrapolate the
chemical processes they
suggest to ponder the con-
struction of our planet it-
self. Now, we've taken that
minute attention to new
heights, connecting tiny
grains to Earth's place in
the galactic environment.
Looking out to the universe

At an even larger scale,
astrophysicists seek to un-
derstand the universe and
our place in it. They use
laws of physics to develop

models that describe the or-
bits of astronomical ob-
jects. Although we may
think of the planet's sur-
face as something shaped
by processes entirely with-
in Earth itself, our planet
has undoubtedly felt the ef-
fects of its cosmic environ-
ment.

This includes periodic
changes in Earth's orbit,
variations in the Sun's out-
put, gamma ray bursts,
and of course meteorite
impacts. Just looking at
the Moon and its pock-
marked surface should re-
mind us of that, given
Earth is more than 80
times more massive than
its grey satellite.

The rhythm of crust 
production on Earth

Many rocks on Earth
form from molten or semi-
molten magma. This

magma is derived either di-
rectly from the mantle the
predominantly solid but
slowly flowing layer below
the planet's crust or from
recooking even older bits
of pre-existing crust. As
liquid magma cools, it
eventually freezes into
solid rock. Through this
cooling process of magma
crystallisation, mineral
grains grow and can trap
elements such as uranium
that decay over time and
produce a sort of stop-
watch, recording their age.

Not only that, but crys-
tals can also trap other ele-
ments that track the com-
position of their parental
magma, like how a sur-
name might track a per-
son's family. With these two
pieces of information age
and composition we can
then reconstruct a time-

line of crust production.
Our place in the cosmos
But there is another

process with a similar
rhythm. Our Solar System
and the four spiral arms of
the Milky Way are both
spinning around the super-
massive black hole at the
galaxy's centre, yet they
are moving at different
speeds. The spiral arms
orbit at 210 kilometres per
second, while the Sun is
speeding along at 240km
per second, meaning our
Solar System is surfing
into and out of the galaxy's
arms.

You can think of the spi-
ral arms as dense regions
that slow the passage of
stars much like a traffic
jam, which only clears fur-
ther down the road (or
through the arm). This
model results in approxi-

mately 200 million years
between each entry our
Solar System makes into a
spiral arm of the galaxy.

Harbingers of
doom, or gardeners 
for terrestrial life?

Continental crust is vital
in most of Earth's natural
cycles it interacts with
water and oxygen, forming
new weathered products,
hosting most metals and
biological carbon. Large
meteorite impacts are cata-
clysmic events that can
obliterate life. Yet, impacts
may very well have been
key to the development of
the continental crust we
live on. With the recent
passage of interstellar as-
teroids through the Solar
System, some have even
gone so far as to suggest
they ferried life across the
cosmos.
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MARCIA DUNN

T he ongoing freebies case in the Supreme Court of India has
reached an interesting stage with the DMK seeking to be made a

party into it. It clearly indicated that the presumption on which the ‘free-
bies’ is understood would decide its fate in favour of the Centre or
States, the Rich or the Poor, and the real objectives expressed in the
Preamble of the Constitution of India, and its several provisions. DMK
has challenged the very presumption of ‘freebies’ under which the
Centre led by Modi government has labelled by it the welfare schemes
introduced by the State governments alone. On the one hand PM Modi
has been criticizing the other political parties in opposition ruling sever-
al states for their ‘welfare schemes’ as ‘freebies’ for a long time, the op-
position has also questioned him why his ‘welfare and other promotion
schemes’ should not fall in this category? DMK has even questioned,
forget about the ‘welfare schemes’ for the poor, why not put the
Centre’s “tax holidays” for foreign companies, “waiver of bad loans of
influential industrialists” and granting of crucial contracts to “favoured
conglomerates” should not be put in the same bracket as ‘freebies?
DMK has even put the matter on record in the Supreme Court and said
that there was no “straight-jacket formula” to decipher which scheme
deserves to be called a ‘freebie’. The Constitution of India empowers not
only the Centre but also the States to promulgate welfare schemes, and
the term ‘freebies’ cannot be interpreted to restrict States, the DMK has
said. “Such Schemes have been introduced in order to provide basic ne-
cessities which poor households cannot afford. They cannot be imputed
to be luxuries. Schemes such as free electricity can have a multidimen-
sional effect on a poor household.” The party have even mentioned that
it had introduced various welfare schemes such as rice at Rs1 per kg,
free distribution of colour television sets to poor households, free bus
passes to women among others for uplifting the poor households. “A wel-
fare scheme providing a free service is introduced with the intent to se-
cure a social order and economic justice. In no imaginable reality, it could
be construed as a freebie,” the party has argued. Before going into de-
tails, one must know what is a ‘freebie’. The world originated sometime
during 1925-30 perhaps from a noun phrase ‘free bee’. It was used in sen-
tence like “Put the bee on to borrow money with not intentions or repay-
ing it.” And the money that was not intended to be repaid was referred to
as ‘freebie’. If we stick to the origin, even all the loans given to the rich,
which are not intended to be repaid, are ‘freebies’. In contemporary lan-
guage ‘freebies’ are defined as something given without charge or cost.
No doubt, political parties and leaders have been resorting to ‘freebies’,
including PM Modi, who warned about the “Revadi culture” on July 16,
2022, while inaugurating Bundelkhand Expressways in Jalaun. He de-
nounced the ‘politics of freebies’ allegedly practiced by certain political
parties to garner votes. He called upon the people to be cautious of them
and also rid the country’s political arena of the proponents of ‘Revadi
(freebie) culture” as it was a dangerous trend which retarded the growth
of the country. Most surprisingly he said so as if he and his BJP or allies
are not following the same culture which he was denouncing. It did not
go unreplied. Chief Minister of Delhi and AAP leader ArvindKejriwal said
that providing free education and healthcare are not ‘freebies’, but ef-
forts towards making India No 1. It is not a secret, but everyone can see
the level of education and healthcare achievement in NCT Delhi, which is
not a small gain at a time when Modi government has been pursuing
policies since 2014, making education and healthcare too expensive for
the common people in the country. The Supreme Court has a great issue
in hand, the decision on which may impact the future of the country. The
taxpayer’s money should not be wasted in ‘freebies’ but what constitute
‘freebies’, and what is not is a million dollar question. 

Reining in ‘Freebies’ needs
thorough debate

P. Sreekumaran

T he confrontation between Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan
and the Left Democratic Front (LDF) Government of Kerala on the

Kannur University issue has touched a new low. A protracted legal battle
is in the offing with the Vice-Chancellor of the Kannur Varsity deciding to
move the court against the Governor’s stay on the appointment of Priya
Varghese, wife of Chief Minister PinarayiVijayan’s private secretary KK
Ragesh, as associate professor in the Department of Malayalam, Kannur
University (KU). The Governor invoked his powers as Chancellor under
Section7(3) of the Kannur University Act, 1996. Section 7(3) of the
Kannur University Act empowers the Chancellor to annul any proceed-
ings of the authorities of the University which is not in conformity with
the Act and statutes, ordinances, regulations, rules or byelaws. Priya’s
appointment had created a controversy following allegations that she did
not have the required teaching experience to apply for the post.
Favouritism was also alleged in her interview for the job. Mr. Khan also
issued notices to the stakeholders, including Priya and the University VC
GopinathRavindrfan. The Governor’s action followed a complaint filed by
the Save University Campaign Committee (SUCC) that the University
had ignored low research scores and given disproportionate weightage
to a “highly subjective and questionable” interview to favourPriya
Varghese at the expense of six other ‘more eligible’ candidates. However,
Higher Education Minister R Bindu claimed that the Government had no
say in Priya’s appointment. The Opposition parties swung into action
quickly to extract political mileage out of the issue. Leader of the
Opposition fired the first salvo by demanding the Kannur VC’s immediate
resignation. The BJP also came down heavily against the Kannur VC’s de-
cision appointing Priya Varghese. On her part, a peeved Priya alleged a
witch-hunt by the media in a Facebook post. Those who are criticizing
her appointment had no knowledge of the University’s process in this re-
gard. She also said that the charges that she did not have the required
teaching experience had been proved wrong. She also claimed that three
years spent by Priya for a faculty development programme and around
two years on deputation as director of student services should be consid-
ered as teaching experience. The SUCC however, did not agree with this.
SUCC said Priya was ranked first in the interview though her research
score was the lowest among all the six shortlisted candidates. Priya
countered this argument with the contention that candidates needed to
attain only a total research score of 75, as prescribed in the UGC regula-
tions of 2018, to be eligible for the interview. An angry Governor said
there were serious violation of rules and decency. Everyone’s opinion
was sought, but the Chancellor, who heads the institution is being kept in
the dark, commented Khan. What has widened the rift between the
Governor and the Government was the approval by the State Cabinet of a
Bill seeking to curtail the Governor’s role in the appointment of Vice
Chancellors in state universities. The Bill proposes reconstitution of the
search committee to choose the VC in such a manner that the
Government has the upper hand in the selection process, reducing the
Governor’s role to merely giving assent to the decision. The proposed bill
is likely to be tabled in the ongoing Assembly session. The Governor,
however, chose not to join issue with the Government. As long as he had
the powers, he will not allow any violation of the law. That was his stand.
He also said that the Bill would become a law only if he signed it. What he
left unsaid was that he would not affix his signature easily. Meanwhile,
the CPI(M) has toughened its stance against the Governor. In an article
in the party’s mouthpiece, Deshabhimani daily, CPI(M) state secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan unleashed scathing criticism against the Governor.
Accusing the Governor of acting as an agent of the BJP, Kodiyeri said the
politics being played by the Governor would be countered politically as
well as legally. The coming days could see intensification of the political
and legal battle between the Governor and the Government. 

Governor- LDF govt standoff
takes a new turn in Kerala

Scientists have traced Earth’s path through the
galaxy via tiny crystals found in the crust
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Warehouse facility 

Mumbai: Mahindra
Logistics is set to
come up with the
third and last unit of
its warehousing facili-
ties in Luhari in
Delhi-NCR region be-
sides adding two more
in Bhiwandi and
Nashik in the current
quarter of this fiscal,
a senior company offi-
cial has said. The com-
pany is now also look-
ing beyond the major
cities for enhancing
its warehousing foot-
print in the second
phase of its network
expansion as it sees a
surge in demand from
smaller cities such as
Lucknow, Patna and
Guwahati, among oth-
ers. Mahindra
Logistics’ warehouse
services and solutions
revenue spiked 57 per
cent year-on-year in
the June quarter.

Elected
Chennai: Olympia
Group India Managing
Director Ajit Kumar
Chordia was elected as
the Chairman of
Confederation of
Indian Industry,
Indian Green Building
Council, Chennai
chapter, the industry
body said on
Wednesday. An execu-
tive board member of
IGBC, Chordia concep-
tualised the Olympia
Technology Park in
the city which is one of
the first business
parks in the country
that received the plat-
inum certification
from IGBC. Chordia
played a key role in fa-
cilitating the ties be-
tween Confederation
of Real Estate
Developers
Association of India
(CREDAI) and IGBC
Chennai, a press re-
lease from CII said.

IIFT scholarships
New Delhi:
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal has
asked the Indian
Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT) to launch
scholarships to help
needy and talented stu-
dents pursue studies at
the institute. He said
scholarships would en-
sure that no student
who is talented enough
and competent enough
to pursue studies at
IIFT is discouraged
from doing so because
of the fee structure or
living expenses . Goyal
added that this would
help usher in more di-
versity to the campus
by bringing in stu-
dents from all back-
grounds and all parts
of the nation.

Tirupur model
Coimbatore: Hailing
the Tirupur model
“where a worker today
becomes an owner to-
morrow,” Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K
Stalin wanted the
other districts in the
state to emulate it.
Participating in the
zonal MSME meet at
nearby Tirupur, he
said this knitwear hub
is popular with its
readymade garments
and caters to the cloth-
ing needs of the gener-
al public. Tirupur,
with over 57,000
MSMEs and more
than 8 lakh workers
not only witnesses the
growth of owners and
industrialists, but also
the workers, who were
becoming owners, he
pointed out.

MSME START-UP EXPO

Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha at the inauguration of the 8th India International MSME
Start-up Expo & Summit 2022, in New Delhi.

Kolkata, Aug 25: 

India’s banking sector is
faced with the predica-
ment of a “massive asset-
liability mismatch” that
could explode anytime,
adding that there is a need
to reassess laws governing
the industry, renowned
economist Pronab Sen
said. Sen said “that explo-
sion” has not yet happened
as most of the banks are in
the public sector.

Explaining the situa-
tion, he said the Indian
banks had adopted the
British model, and the
laws don’t allow lenders to
borrow from the capital
market, which essentially
makes deposits the only
source of funds. “Today,
the average tenure of bank
lending is about nine
years, and deposits’ tenure
is close to two-and-a-half
years. So, you have nine
years on the asset side, and
2.5 years on the liability
side... which means there
is a massive asset-liability

mismatch which can ex-
plode anytime,” the former
chairman of the statistical
commission said here
while delivering a lecture
at the 7th anniversary cele-
brations of Bandhan Bank
on Monday night. “It has-
n’t happened because the
largest chunk of our banks
are in the public sector...
But, now banks have to as-
sess not only the risk of
the borrower, but also the
length of time of lending...
There is an enormous risk
for the banking sector,” he
said. Elaborating, Sen said
20 years back, the loan
portfolio of banks com-
prised 70-per cent working

capital finance and 20-per
cent retail, while term
loans to companies ac-
counted for 10 per cent of
the share. In present times,
term lending for fixed capi-
tal is 45 per cent of the loan
portfolio, and working cap-
ital finance has shrunk to
around 35 per cent, he said.
According to the former
principal economic advi-
sor to the Planning
Commission, the Indian
banking sector turned uni-
versal by default and not
by design, and that is the
reason there is a need to
have a relook at the laws.
“Banking laws should
allow lenders to raise
money from the capital
market. We should align
our laws with those of
Japan and Europe,” Sen
said. Talking about the ad-
verse impacts of COVID-19
on the economy, he said the
pandemic “broke and dam-
aged” the Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) , which need re-
building.

Banking sector at enormous risk of
asset-liability mismatch: Pronab Sen

New Delhi, Aug 25:  

Hyundai Motor India
on Thursday said it has
commenced bookings for
Venue N Line, its second
product under the per-
formance-oriented N Line
range, as it looks to cater
to the customers looking
for sporty vehicles. The

compact SUV comes with
various exterior and inte-
rior changes to give it a
sporty styling, inspired
by motorsport. In
September last year, the
automaker introduced
the i20 N Line in the coun-
try. “The Hyundai i20 N
Line has already received
a very strong response

from India’s enthusiastic
community of millenni-
als and Gen Z customers
since its launch in 2021;
now, with the introduc-
tion of Hyundai Venue N
Line, we will further ele-
vate fun driving SUV ex-
periences for Indian cus-
tomers, thereby building
on this strong legacy in
India,” Hyundai Motor
India MD and CEO Unsoo
Kim said in a statement.

The model comes with
a 1-litre turbo petrol en-
gine mated with seven-
speed DCT (automatic)
transmission. Hyundai
currently sells N Line in
various regions like
Europe, South Korea, the
US and Russia, among
others. Its first N-brand-
ed vehicle was the i30 N,
which made its debut in
2017.

Hyundai expands N Line range; opens
bookings for Venue N Line version Mumbai, Aug 25: 

Tata Neu and HDFC
Bank announced a part-
nership to launch one of
India’s most rewarding co-
branded credit cards. The
card will be launched in
two variants: Tata Neu
Plus HDFC Bank Credit
Card and Tata Neu Infinity
HDFC Bank Credit Card.
Tata Neu customers can
apply for the credit card
through the Tata Neu app
and access key details of
the card through the app
while enjoying a simple
and even more rewarding
experience. Both variants
of the card will be available
on bothRuPay and Visa
networks. The cards lever-
age the strength of both
brands to deliver superior
value and an integrated ex-
perience to customers,
drawing on HDFC Bank’s
position as India’s leading

card issuer and Tata Neu’s
omnichannel presence
across key categories.
What also setsthe carda-
part is that it will enable-
customers to earn rewards
on all spends, both online
and in-store in the form of
NeuCoins (1 NeuCoin =
INR 1). Customers will
earn 2% NeuCoins
withTata Neu Plus HDFC
Bank Credit Card, and 5%
NeuCoins with Tata Neu
Infinity HDFC Bank Credit
Card on all purchases on
partner Tata brands, both
online and in-store.For do-
mestic and international
purchases outside of part-
ner Tata brands, customers
will earn 1% and 1.5%
NeuCoins on the respective
card variants. The
cardswill further boost ex-
isting rewards for Tata
Neucustomerson every
purchase made through
Tata Neu.

Tata Neu, HDFC Bank partner to
create co-branded credit cards 

Mumbai, Aug 25: Nishant
Kanodia, promoter of Matix
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Ltd (MFCL), has been ap-
pointed Chairman of the
company. He succeeds the
late Mr YogendraKanodia.
Nishant Kanodia, in his pre-
vious role as Vice
Chairman, had been provid-
ing strategic direction to
Matix with a focus on capi-
tal raising, growth, and di-
versification that has led to
its current position as one of
India’s fastest-growing fer-

tiliser companies. Mr
Kanodia has been driving
Matix’s turnaround, includ-
ing the induction of profes-
sional and experienced lead-
ership with a successful
track record in the fertiliser
industry. An MBA from the
Wharton School, University
of Pennsylvania, USA, Mr
Kanodia is a member of the
Mumbai Chapter of the
E n t r e p r e n e u r s
Organisation (EO) and
Young President
Organisation (YPO).

“It’s an honour and privi-
lege that Matix’s Board has
entrusted me with this spe-
cial responsibility,” Mr
Kanodia said. “I will strive
to ensure that the company
not only continues to focus
on growth and profitability,
but also sets benchmarks in
professional management,
governance, sustainability,
and social responsibility.”

Nishant Kanodia appointed

Chairman of MFCL

Dimapur (Nagaland), Aug 25:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said that
Nagaland requires expo-
sure to get investment and
needs hand-holding in
terms of resources.

On the third and last
day of her visit to the
North-eastern state,
Sitharaman said the cen-
tral government has taken
various steps to develop
infrastructure in the re-
gion, especially during the
period of Covid-19.
Commending Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio for
organising the three-day
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) and
Investment conclave in
the state which started on
Monday, she said,

Nagaland very much re-
quires good exposure to
investments. The 36 CSR
projects announced dur-
ing the conclave amount-
ing to Rs 38 crore will ben-
efit Nagaland, she said.
Sitharaman said that
Nagaland may also sub-
mit capital expenditure
projects in any sector up
to an amount of Rs 1600
crore to meet any develop-
mental infrastructure re-

quirement.
The central government

has launched the Prime
Minister’s Development of
Infrastructure for the
North East (PM-DevINE)
for the development and
progress of the eight
states of the region, she
said. An initial allocation
of Rs 1500 crore has been
made under the scheme,
the Union minister said.

Addressing a press con-
ference in
Chumoukedima, she said
that under the scheme of
Special Assistance to
states for capital expendi-
ture, Rs 2100.13 crore was
released in the financial
year 2020-21 and Rs 2483.77
crore in 2021-22 to the
eight North-eastern states
in the form of a 50-year in-
terest-free loan.

Nagaland needs help in terms 
of resources, says Sitharaman

Mumbai, Aug 25: Equity
benchmarks ended lower
on Thursday as a fag-end
sell-off wiped out early
gains, with IT and bank
stocks playing spoilsport
amid monthly derivatives
expiry. After remaining in
the positive territory for
most part of the trade, the
BSE Sensex suddenly
came under selling pres-
sure during the last half-
hour of the session, declin-
ing 310.71 points or 0.53 per
cent to settle at 58,774.72.
During the day, it hit a high
of 59,484.35 and a low of
58,666.41. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty
dropped 82.50 points or 0.47
per cent to end at 17,522.45.
From the Sensex pack,
Bajaj Finance, IndusInd
Bank, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services,

Axis Bank, Power Grid,
NTPC, Larsen & Toubro
and HDFC were the major
laggards. Maruti Suzuki
India, State Bank of India,

Dr Reddy’s and Titan were
the gainers. In Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo, Hong
Kong and Shanghai ended
higher.

Markets settle lower on fag-end
sell-off; Sensex falls 311 points

Tremendous 
potential for US
insurance cos to

invest in India: Irdai
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Insurance regulator
Irdai on Wednesday invited US-
based insurance companies to
invest in the domestic market as
the industry offers tremendous
growth opportunities alongside
liberalised policy regime. Indian
insurance companies now have
greater control over their
finances and profitability and it
is up to them how and where
they want to invest their money,
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) Chairman Debashish
Panda said in a virtual session to
enhance India-US economic
partnership in the insurance
sector. “We have rationalised
the management of expenses
and left it to companies to
decide how and where they
want to spend. We don’t want to
put a cap on everything, such as
commission, reward payment,
salaries and so on.

Mumbai, Aug 25: The
rupee declined by 7 paise to
close at 79.93 (provisional)
after moving in a narrow
range against the US dollar
on Thursday. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the domestic cur-
rency opened at 79.80 per
dollar. It hovered in a range
of 79.80 to 79.93 during the
session. The domestic unit

finally settled at 79.93, down
7 paise over its previous
close of 79.86. “The Indian
rupee stayed in a narrow
range and underperformed
among Asian currencies.
China’s stimulus to boost
the economy supported re-
gional peers while the local
unit remained under pres-
sure following high crude
oil prices and risk-off
moods at the domestic
bourses,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. Parmar
further said that Spot
USD/INR, in the near term,
is expected to trade in the
range of 79.60 to 80.10
ahead of monthly rebalanc-
ing tomorrow. Meanwhile,
the dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was down
0.50 per cent at 108.13.

Rupee falls 7 paise to close
at 79.93 against US dollar

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2255::  Joining the
debate on freebies, former
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu said on Wednesday the
issue should be decided by
elected representatives and
not by the Supreme Court or
judiciary. A debate has started
in the country over freebies
being given by some state gov-
ernments as it could have seri-
ous implications on the econo-
my. Naidu was speaking at the
launch book ‘A New India’ by
Arun Jaitley. The former Vice
President said these days a lot
of issues like anti-defection
and freebies are being dis-

cussed and people taking the
matter to the courts. “(For)
Interpretation of law one can
go to court but what law needs
to be done, what policy has to
be formulated that is in the
domain of Parliament and
political parties,” he said.
Naidu stressed that it is not for
the Supreme Court or the judi-
ciary as these issues should be
decided by the people in power
because people elect them.
“I do have a strong opinion
about freebies because what is
freebie first of all has to be
defined. What are the finances
of states and centre has to be
kept in mind and promises
made and performances,” said
the former Vice President. He
said such issues should be
widely debated before reach-
ing any conclusion. “You don’t
have budgetary provision, you
don’t have sound economy but
you want to give left and right.

Issue of freebies should be 
decided by elected representatives,

not judiciary: Naidu
New Delhi, Aug 25:

High interest rates does
not impact the demand for
housing as individual
home buyers are aware
that it may move up and
down during the tenure of
their loan, said a research
report by Bank of Baroda.
The borrowing rates are
on the rise since May this
year after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) effect-
ed first hike in the bench-
mark lending rate. The
repo rate has increased by
140 basis points since May.
The report on ‘Housing
loan scenario in India’
said the housing segment
has shown resilience post
pandemic.

The strong momentum
in housing loans by both
Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) and other financial
institutions also points to

the same. The government
and RBI measure to sup-
port this sector, along with
lower prices and interest
rates helped cushion the
impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on this sector.
With normalisation of
economic activity and a
pickup in growth, demand
for housing is poised to
grow, suggesting more de-
mand for housing loans,
said the report authored
by Aditi Gupta, Economist
at Bank of Baroda. “On
the other side, higher in-
terest rates may deter
some borrowers from the
housing market, the de-
mand for housing as a safe
investment is likely to off-
set this.

“Besides individual
home buyers will be pre-
pared for interest rates to
move up and down during
the tenure of their loan

and hence may not be de-
terred from such purchas-
es,” it said. It further said
the growing importance of
home loans can be gauged
from the fact that the ratio
of outstanding individual
home loans by commercial
banks and Housing
Finance Companies
(HFCs) in India’s GDP has
grown substantially in the
last ten years. From about
6.8 per cent of GDP in 2010-
11, this ratio has risen to
9.5 per cent in 2020-21.
Even in 2019-20, despite the
adverse Covid-19 shock
which badly affected the
housing sector, ratio of
housing loans rose to 9.8
per cent, it said, adding
that in the succeeding
year, the sector noted a re-
markable recovery from
the pandemic and the ratio
of housing loans in GDP
rose to 11.2 per cent.

High interest rates do not deter home
buyers, says BoB research report

Kim Kardashian is
‘open to dating again’

R
eality TV star Kim
Kardashian is said to be
open to dating again, fol-

lowing her split from come-
dian Pete Davidson.

The 41-year-old star re-
cently split from comedi-
an Pete Davidson after
nine months together,
and Kim is already keen
to get back on the dating
scene, reports female-
first.co.uk.

A source said: "Kim
is definitely open to
dating again and her
friends and family

would love to set her
up and think it's so

fun." Kim has been leaning on her
family since her split from Davidson.

The insider told 'Entertainment
Tonight': "Kim is doing surprisingly
well since her break-up with Pete.

"She has been relying on her family
when needed and leaning on them for
support. She's fully submerging her-
self into work to keep herself busy
and keep her mind off of the break-
up." Davidson is heartbroken about
their split but he's also eager to main-
tain a good relationship with Kim and
her kids. The source said: "Pete is
bummed, but he is trying to stay fo-
cused and positive. He has the utmost
respect for Kim, her kids and the fami-
ly, he wants to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship with all of them."

Vijay
Deverakonda
was extremely
scared of women
till he was 18
years old

Actor Vijay Deverakonda
made a shocking revela-

tion that he was once
"extremely scared" of women
so much so that he couldn't
even look at or talk to them.
In a conversation with
Bollywood Hungama,
when Deverakonda was
asked to tell two truths
and one lie about himself, he
said: "I was extremely scared
of women till I was about 18
years old."
He added: "I didn't have
the balls to look at a
woman in the eye or have
a conversation. So that's
one truth."
"Because I grew up in a
boys' boarding school, I
thought women were like
a different species. They
seemed like an alien
species. And you're all
very pretty so, it's
hard."
'Liger' is made in Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, and
Malayalam lan-
guages, the movie
is scheduled for
release in the-
atres worldwide
on August 25.

ACROSS

1. Caesar's language

6. Flat bread

10. Univ. club

14. Unattended

15. Overlook

16. Country singer ____ McEntire

17. Boulder

18. Thin coin

19. Iridescent gem

20. Ohio city

22. Athlete's coworker

24. Practice a play

26. Yup!

27. Resort

30. Small arrow

31. Slip up

33. Experiment

35. Salmon eggs

36. Baker's need

40. Pseudonyms

42. Sports VIP (hyph.)

44. Commence

45. GI's hangout

46. Dress for Caesar

47. Friend

49. Sad drop

51. April follower

52. ____ Alamos

55. Paraphrased

58. Precise

60. Annoy

64. Steeped drinks

65. Roman fiddler

67. Narrow boat

68. Robust

69. Fair

70. Owner's proof

71. Finales

72. Decorate anew

73. Scoff

DOWN

1. Final

2. Chorus voice

3. Handyman's need

4. Not outer

5. Wanted

6. Pea case

7. Mimic

8. Kitchen gadget

9. Military command (2 wds.)

10. Out of

11. Settle a debt

12. Ease up

13. Yarns

21. Chicago's airport

23. Actress ____ Streep

25. Greek god of love

27. Amtrak depots (abbr.)
28. Animal skin
29. Tibet's locale
32. Pause
34. Field cover
37. Potent particle
38. Epic
39. Platter
41. Drummer Ringo ____
42. Between continents
43. Reluctant
45. Said
48. Less fatty
50. Responds
52. Woodturning machine
53. Atlantic or Indian
54. Burn with steam
56. Comic ____ Martin
57. Exhaust
59. Utilizes
61. Initial stake
62. Only
63. Fortuneteller
66. Lennon's wife
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The wind is blowing briskly today,
Aquarius, helping you keep your internal
fire burning bright. You'll be a social but-
terfly today. Your energy may be scat-
tered, but this can actually work to your
advantage. Picking up tidbits of informa-
tion and hints from different places and
people will help you integrate your ener-
gy with your environment. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The key for you today is to not take things
too seriously, Pisces. You'll find that the
more you deliberate over a decision, the
harder it will be for you to make. You may
miss your opportunity while you're weighing
the facts. Be spontaneous. Try something
you've never tried before. Vary your experi-
ences so things don't get boring. Variety is
the spice of life.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This is a terrific day for you, Aries, and
you'll find that long-term trends are mov-
ing in your favor. Your sense of discipline
combined with a little bit of luck is setting
the stage for you to perform. The audience
is waiting anxiously, and you have a great
deal of humor, knowledge, and happiness
to share. Engage in witty conversation and
remember that life is an easy flow.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It may be necessary to hire a translator in
order to get through to people today,
Taurus. You may find that the more
adamant you become, the more people
shut you out. Keep things light and ener-
getic. Too serious a tone could lead to
disaster. Try not to make things more
complicated than they need to be. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A great deal of wind fills your sails
today, Gemini, so set your course for a
long-distance trip to an exotic place.
Things are coming to a dramatic climax
right now. You could find that some seri-
ous pieces of your life are taking a dra-
matic turn. Change is necessary for
growth. If tension exists in certain areas
of your life, don't fight it. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

There's a lighthearted, whimsical quality
about the day that you might not appreci-
ate at first, Cancer. You'll find that the
more open and accepting you are of this
energy, the more you can make it work pos-
itively for you. Use this feeling to balance
the seriousness in your day. Don't get
caught up in unnecessary drama that has
nothing to do with your situation.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You can probably sweet-talk your way in
or out of any situation today, Leo. You
have a great deal of power within, and
you can accomplish anything as long as
you aren't afraid to use it. Don't fear fail-
ure. If you never try, you'll never succeed.
If you see missing pieces in the plan, don't
worry. Trust that things will fall into place
as needed. Keep your eyes on the prize.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Find comfort in the people around you
today, Virgo. Try not to take things too
seriously. Don't feel like you need to
internalize everyone else's problems.
Take a step back from any situation
that doesn't seem right to you. You
may find conversation with new peo-
ple to be extremely stimulating and
rewarding. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has just turned the fan up high,
Libra. There's no lack of air to fuel your
fire. Information is flying left and right and
there's a lot of opportunity associated
with it. To take advantage of this powerful
day, keep the air circulating around you.
Stretch and take deep, powerful breaths
to enhance your nervous system and
make the best use of this energy.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The time has come for you to be more
flexible in your approach, Scorpio.
Things are changing quickly, and if you
aren't prepared to change with them,
you'll be left behind. Be aware of the
fluctuating atmosphere around you and
be prepared to make the necessary
internal adjustments that help you fit in
better with the external environment.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a wonderful day for you,
Sagittarius. You'll find that you're holding
all the cards you need to be successful.
Today luck and prosperity meet with dis-
cipline to create a perfect situation for
wealth. Your preparation is finally paying
off. You'll find that the more in tune you
can be with yourself, the better integrat-
ed you'll be with the people around you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Things will be extremely light and airy
today, Capricorn. You may find that people
are a bit less sensitive than you. Moving out
of your comfort zone is the key to growth.
Don't hesitate to move into the unknown.
You can achieve a greater sense of balance
between yourself and your environment if
you're open to change and accept it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
ony Entertainment
Television’s presti-
gious ‘knowledge-

based’ gameshow, Kaun
Banega Crorepati –
Season 14 is set for anoth-
er exciting episode of
‘PlayAlong’ Shukravaar
this Friday! A math
teacher by profession, 54-
year-old contestant
Gurudev Barent from
Naila Janjgir,
Chhattisgarh will be seen
playing an exciting game
with host, Mr. Amitabh
Bachchan and also engage
in some interesting con-
versations related to
mathematics as a subject!

Apart from being a
math teacher, Gurudev is
also the head of the de-
partment of Mathematics
in a private school. In con-
versation with Mr.
Bachchan, he will be seen
shedding light on the im-
portance of math as a sub-
ject and how with time, it
has evolved ever since the
inception of human civi-
lization. He also shares
how parents have instilled
the fear of math in chil-
dren when in reality, it is
one of the most interest-

ing subjects to learn.
Adding his view, Mr.

Bachchan will be talking
about how his father who

would go for morning
walks regularly ask them
to accompany him and
while doing so, would ask
them to give answers to for
multiplication tables.

Talking about the game-
play, Gurudev Barent will
be seen using every ques-
tion as an opportunity for
clever play. Additionally,
he will be seen declaring
that Mr. Bachchan's auto-
graph is worth more than
the check he receives from
the show. He shares, “I had
got a diary which I got
along with me on the set.
Getting Mr. Bachchan’s
autograph in it was worth
more than anything! I feel
so grateful to have re-
ceived the opportunity to
not only be a part of the
show but also meet the leg-
endary Mr. Bachchan in
person! I hope viewers
enjoy the ‘PlayAlong
Shukravaar’ episode this
Friday!”

Tune in to watch
Gurudev Barent on the
Hotseat of ‘Kaun Banega
Crorepati- season 14’ on
26th August at 9:00 pm
only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Gurudev from Chh’garh
to play in KBC-14

Balaji Motion
Pictures ropes

in Bhavini Sheth
B

alaji Motion Pictures a wholly owned subsidiary
of Balaji Telefilms Ltd. has roped in Bhavini
Sheth as the Chief Operating Officer. Bhavini

comes in from Amazon Studios where she was heading
Business Affairs for India for four years. She was re-
sponsible for all business matters & strategy in relation
to original content across all languages, including suc-
cessful series such as ‘The Family Man’ ‘Mirzapur’,
and upcoming international shows like ‘Citadel’
Leading the studio in her new role at Balaji Motion
Pictures, Bhavini will be responsible for building the
new film slate, articulating the studio's business strate-
gy, initiating new business avenues, and partnering
with a new pool of talent. Bhavini will be working di-
rectly with Shobha Kapoor & Ektaa R Kapoor.

Speaking about the same Ektaa R. Kapoor, Joint
Managing director at Balaji Telefilms, says, “We are
pleased to welcome Bhavini to our Balaji family and
are confident that she is the right person to take the
brand to the next stage of growth and newer heights.
She is a seasoned leader with a stellar reputation. With
the insights that she has gleaned through her success-
ful tenure in the industry, she will surely add value to
the company as the new COO of Balaji Motion
Pictures.” Sharing her thoughts about her new role as
the Chief Operating Officer, Balaji Motion Pictures,
Bhavini Sheth, said, “Balaji Motion Pictures has al-
ways aimed to stay ahead of the curve and bring un-
conventional and heartfelt stories that stand out. The
studio is one of the most renowned entertainment en-
terprises in the country and I am honored to be a part
of their leadership team. Working with some of the
strongest women leaders of our time and visionaries
like Shobhaji and Ektaa, is indeed a valuable opportu-
nity for me. Producing was always innate and this is
the optimal time for me to venture into the movies
business. I am excited and geared up to be starting this
new journey with Balaji Motion Pictures."

A
new motion poster fea-
turing Bollywood actor
John Abraham as the vil-

lain from the much-awaited
film 'Pathaan' was unveiled by
the makers on Wednesday. It
starts off with a bomb blast
and then reveals the actor
behind the smoke, standing his
ground and holding a gun amid
the sparks and flames.
The new asset follows the
release of the film's teaser,
Shah Rukh Khan's look and a
glimpse of Deepika Padukone.
Siddharth Anand, the director
of the film, said in a state-
ment: "Every announcement of
'Pathaan' is like revealing a
piece of an epic puzzle, in
front of the curious eyes of the
fans and audiences, leading
right up to our release day. We
aspire for every asset of
'Pathaan' to be a big talking
point mainly because, we for-
tunately, have the content to
create that buzz."
Talking about his decision to
cast John as the villain, the

director said: "John Abraham is
THE antagonist, THE villain of
'Pathaan'. And I have always
believed in the fact that the
villain's projection should be
as big, if not bigger than that
of the hero's. "Only when the
villain is massive, can the tus-
sle between them be spectacu-
lar. And we have an extraordi-
nary battle when SRK takes on
John! We wanted to present
John in a super slick avatar."
The director is happy with the
kind of response the film's
assets have garnered, "The
first looks of SRK, Deepika
Padukone and now John, truly
represent the zone we want
the audiences to view the film
in. People have now just got a
taste of the world of 'Pathaan'.
This truly is just the tip of the
iceberg and I can assure you
that nothing can prepare you
for the action spectacle that is
coming your way." 'Pathaan' is
set to release on January 25,
2023 in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.

John Abraham looks
ubercool as villain in
‘Pathaan’ first look

A
ctress Rashmika
Mandanna has
now put out four

pictures of herself on
social media, saying
these were the actual
pictures that described
her as she really was.

Taking to Instagram,
Rashmika said: "I don't
really remember when
this was shot.. but
other than being an
actor, I think these are
the four pictures that
just describe me as
ME!" "They say na -
that pictures can speak
a thousand words. It
such does. I don't re-

member when these
were taken but I think I
remember the feeling I
had when these were
taken. So well, this is
me in my own little
world." "It makes me
feel calm... looking at
these pictures. It's so
strange but I love it!,"
she wrote.

The actress has been
having a dream run in
both Tamil and Telugu
industries with all her
recent films from
'Pushpa' to the recently
released 'Sita Ramam'
going on to become su-
perhits.

Rashmika puts out
four pics she thinks

describe her
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Tokyo, Aug 25 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy
staged a spirited come-
back to beat compatriot
and CWG champion
Lakshya Sen to enter the
singles quarterfinals
while the men's doubles
pairing of Dhruv Kapila
and M R Arjun continued
their impressive run to
make the last eight stage
at the World
Championships here on
Thursday.

It was a gruelling one
hour and 15 minute battle
between Lakshya and
Prannoy who eventually
eked out a 17-21, 21-16, 21-
17 over his teammate. It
was the fourth meeting of
the year for the two
Indians after Prannoy's
win, their head-to-head
record standing at 2-2.
Prannoy will now face
China's Zhao Jun Peng in
the quarterfinals.

Besides Prannoy, the
two Indian men's doubles
pair of Dhruv Kapila and
MR Arjun and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty also

moved into the quarterfi-
nals. However, Olympic
bronze medallist Saina

Nehwal was knocked out
of the World
Championship after

going down to Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in a
hard-fought women's sin-
gles pre-quarterfinals.

The 32-year-old went
down 17-21 21-16 13-21 to
her Thai opponent, who
extended her head-to-
head record against the
Indian to 5-3.

Saina was immediately
put under pressure by
Ongbamrungphan as she
raced to 11-3 in the open-
ing game.

The two-time World
Championship medallist
was able to bridge the gap
to 17-19 but
Ongbamrungphan held
her nerve to take the first
game.

The late surge in the
previous game gave Saina
confidence as the former
world No.1 led 11-7 at the
break. Playing aggressive-
ly, she continued to dic-
tate terms, forcing the
match into decider.

The third game was
played on an even keel
until the interval, but
Ongbamrungphan start-
ed to gain momentum and
opened up a five point
lead as Saina slowly start-
ed losing steam.

In the end, the 26-year-
old Ongbamrungphan,
who has now won the last

five matches against
Saina, had seven match
points as she sealed her
quarterfinal berth.

The unseeded Indian
duo of Arjun and Kapila
had to toil hard for 58 min-
utes as it came from be-
hind to win the round of
16 clash against Terry
Hee and Loh Kean Hean
of Singapore 18-21 21-15
21-16.

The two have enjoyed a
good run in the tourna-
ment. They had upstaged
eighth seeds and last edi-
tion's bronze medallists
Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen of
Denmark 21-17 21-16 in
their second round
match.

Satwik and Chirag, on
the other hand, breezed
past the Danish pair of
Jeppa Bay and Lasse
Molhede 21-12 21-10 in 35
minutes.

Arjun and Kapila will
cross swords with the
third seed Indonesian
pair of Mohammad
Ahsan and Hendra
Setiawan in the the last
eight stage while Satwik
and Chirag will take on
second seeds Takuro Hoki
and Yugo Kobayashi of
Japan in the quarterfi-
nals.

BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Prannoy stuns Lakshya; Saina ousted
̈ Kapila-Arjun,

Satwik-Chirag too
reach last eight

Dubai, Aug 25:

Members of the Indian
cricket team that have
reached Dubai ahead of
the Asia Cup starting on
Saturday, started prep-
ping for the continental
tournament on Thursday.
The BCCI tweeted a small
video clip of Yuzvendra
Chahal and Hardik
Pandya interacting with

Afghanistan star spin-
ners Rashid Khan and
Mohammad Nabi. Hardik
and Rashid are, of
course, part of the
Gujarat Titans franchise
in the IPL. Virat Kohli
was seen greeting and
chatting up with Rashid
and later, he greeted
Pakistan Captain Babar
Azam with a handshake,
a warm smile and an ex-

change of a few words.
The moment was remi-
niscent of the time Kohli
c o n g r a t u l a t e d
Mohammed Rizwan with
a warm hug after
Pakistan beat India in the
opening match of the
2021 T20 World Cup last
October. India play
Pakistan in the opening
encounter of the Asia
Cup on Sunday.

Virat Kohli greets Babar Azam

Virat Kohli greets Babar Azam ahead of the Indian team's training session in Dubai.

Winston Salem, Aug 25 (AP):

Botic Van de
Zandschulp of the
Netherlands cruised into
the Winston-Salem Open
quarterfinals, beating
Spain's Jaume Munar 6-3,
6-3 in the U.S. Open tune-
up event.

Dominic Thiem didn't
have it as easy, falling to
Britain's Jack Draper 6-1,
6-4 victory at Wake Forest
University in the third
round.

The second-seeded Van
de Zandschulp advanced
to play 10th-seeded
Benjamin Bonzi of
France, a 7-5, 6-2 winner
over Brazil's Thiago
Monteiro.

Thiem, playing in his
first tournament on
American soil since win-
ning the 2020 U.S. Open,
had reached the third
round after top-seeded
Grigor Dimitrov of
Bulgaria retired in round
two because of dizziness.

In other matches,
fourth-seeded Maxime
Cressy of the United
States beat No. 14 seed
Lorenzo Sonego of Italy 6-
7 (4), 6-2, 7-6 (3) in the
match of the day. Cressy,

who had a 47-25 edge in
winners, moved on to face
France's Adrian
Mannarino, who cruised
past eighth-seeded Albert
Ramos-Vinolas of Spain 6-
3, 6-3.

France's Richard

Gasquet will face Serbia's
Laslo Djere in the round of
eight. Gasquet defeated
American Steve Jonson 6-7
(3), 6-3, 6-3, while Djere
moved on with a 7-6 (4), 6-7
(9), 6-3 win over Australia's
Jason Kubler.

Van De Zandschulp
reaches Winston-Salem

Open quarterfinals

Abu Dhabi, Aug 25 (PTI):

Indian Grandmaster
Arjun Erigaisi clinched the
28th Abu Dhabi Masters
chess  tournament, beating
Spain's David Anton
Guijjaro here on Thursday.

The 18-year-old emerged
victorious over the Spaniard
in the ninth and final round
with 7.5 points.

Arjun also remained un-
beaten through all the nine
rounds and finished half a
point ahead of Uzbekistan's
Javokhir Sindarov.

Sindarov, on the other
hand, beat Iran's M Amin
Tabatabaei to claim the sec-
ond position. The Warangal
lad, who is currently India's
number three in live ratings
list, has been impressive in
recent times, having gained
35 Elo rating points after thee
recently-concluded Chess
Olympiad in India. In Abu
Dhabi, Arjun posted six wins
and drew the other three
games to emerge a clear win-
ner in a field that included
several GMs from across the
world. His victories came
against compatriots Rohit
Krishna, Deep Sengupta,
Raunak Sadhwani, top-seed

Wang Hao of China,
Alexsandr Indjic (Serbia)
and Guijjaro. He drew
against Evgeny Tomashevky
(Russia), Jorden van Foreest,
and Ray Robson. A bunch of
players including Indians
Nihal Sarin, S P
Sethuraman, Karthikeyan
Murali and Aryan Chopra,
all GMs and Aditya Samant,
a FIDE Master, scored 6.5
points. Dutchman Jorden
van Foreest took the third
place followed by USA's Ray
Robson while Sarin secured
sixth place and he was fol-
lowed by Sethuraman,
Samant, Karthikeyan
Murali, and Chopra to round
out the top-10.

Another Indian GM Arjun
Kalyan was placed 15th
while the experienced B
Adhiban finished 19th.

Indian teenage GM Arjun Erigaisi
clinches Abu Dhabi Masters

Sydney, Aug 25 (PTI):

Australian batter Chris
Lynn is set to feature in 11
matches in the Big Bash
League before heading to
the UAE to play in the in-
augural International
League T20 (ILT20) after
signing a ground-break-
ing deal that will allow
him to split time between
the two overlapping tour-
naments.

The 32-year-old, the
leading run-scorer in BBL
history, has struck a deal
with Cricket Australia to
feature in both tourna-
ments. CA will provide
him with a No Objection
Certificate (NOC), which
is a requirement to partic-
ipate in a foreign league as
per International Cricket
Council regulations, for
the the ILT20.

Lynn, who was an-
nounced as one of 21 mar-
quee recruits for the
ILT20, signed with Gulf
Giants last week and then
put pen to paper on a 11-
match deal with the

Adelaide Strikers on
Thursday. "Cricket
Australia welcomes the
Adelaide Strikers' signing
of Chris Lynn, the highest

run-scorer in KFC BBL
history, for 11 out of 14
games in the upcoming
KFC BBL|12 season," a
CA spokesperson said.

Lynn to play in both BBL
and UAE’s ILT20

Wellington, Aug 25 (AP):

Trent Boult has been
named in the New Zealand
team for the Chappell-
Hadlee series of one-day
internationals against
Australia next month days
after relinquishing his
central contract with
Cricket New Zealand.

Boult is one of five fast
bowlers named Thursday
in a 15-man New Zealand
squad for the three one-
day internationals which
will be played at Cairns in
North Queensland state.

Matt Henry has been re-
called after being forced
out of New Zealand's just-
completed white ball tour
to the West Indies with a
rib injury. He joins Boult,
Tim Southee, Lockie
Ferguson and newcomer
Ben Sears.

Kane Williamson will
lead the New Zealand
team, back to fitness after
missing the second and
third one-day internation-
als against the West Indies
with a quad muscle strain.
Hard-hitting allrounder
Glenn Phillips also has
been retained.

Batsmen Henry Nicholls
and Will Young again have

been omitted and wrist
spinner Ish Sodhi also has
been left out to make way
for an extra seamer.

The fact we're having to
leave out players of the cal-
ibre of Ish, Henry and Will
shows the increased depth
we currently have at our
disposal, coach Gary Stead
said in a statement.
Glenn's a versatile player
who can cover most places
in the batting order for us
as well as providing a
bowling option if needed.

Stead said Ben Sears'
pace and bounce could be
useful in Australian condi-
tions.

It'll be nice to have Kane
back after missing the
final two games of the
West Indies series through
injury, he said. He's obvi-
ously a world-class player
and his leadership and ex-
perience is invaluable to
our group.

New Zealand: Kane
Williamson (captain), Finn
Allen, Michael Bracewell,
Trent Boult, Devon
Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Martin Guptill, Matt
Henry, Tom Latham, Daryl
Mitchell, Jimmy
Neesham, Glenn Phillips,
Mitchell Santner, Ben
Sears, Tim Southee.

Boult named in New Zealand
team for Australia ODIs

Guwahati, Aug 25 (PTI):

Army Green wasted
chances in the second half
to play out a goalless draw
against Sudeva Delhi FC
in their Group D Durand
Cup match here at the
Indira Gandhi Athletic
Stadium on Thursday.

Sudeva dominated pos-
session in the first half
and made it hard for the
Greens in the middle of
the park, but the Army
men created more chances
in the second.

The beginning was in-
tense with both teams
pressing high to retain
possession. This created a
lot of changeovers as both
midfields could not main-
tain the ball for long peri-
ods of time.

Sudeva slowly started to
control the game and cre-
ated some moves in the
Greens half.

The Army men were not
able to move beyond the
midfield, but they defend-
ed well with Soubhagyan
Somraj and Sebin
Varghese leading the back
line. The Army defence
were also helped by

Sudeva, who were not clin-
ical in the final third.

The best chance of the
first half came in stoppage
time. A dead ball kick from
Army Green captain P.C
Lallawmkima found an
unmarked Anurag
Gusain, who had the the
whole post free but his
header went over the bar.
The score remained 0-0 at
half time. Army Green
dominated the second half
and controlled the pro-
ceedings. Manager
Robikanta Singh made
changes that saw the
Army team piling on the
pressure on the Sudeva de-
fence. Substitute Alan
Thapa had an excellent
outing on the left flank,
making darting runs
through the wings and
putting in the crosses. One
such move saw Alan's
cross completely missed
by Albion Jose, who found
himself unmarked inside
the box. Army Green were
creative with their set
pieces. A corner from the
right found Lallawmkima,
whose header went wide
even after Sebin's attempt
to divert it in.

Durand Cup: Army
Green, Sudeva Delhi

play out goalless draw
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI):

Indian senior and age-
group teams can qualify for
World Cups "on merit" in
near future if the country's
football structure is "re-
formed" with more focus on
grassroots development,
the legendary Bhaichung
Bhutia said after filing his
nomination papers for the
AIFF president's post.

Former captain Bhutia
on Thursday filed fresh
nomination papers ahead
of the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) elections
scheduled to be held on
September 2. His nomina-
tion was proposed by
Andhra Football
Association (AFA) and sec-
onded by Rajasthan FA.

"Indian teams, in age
groups as well as senior
teams, can qualify for
World Cups on merit in the
coming years but for that
you need reforms and
clean-up in the country's
football system," Bhutia
told PTI.

"We need more focus on
grassroots development,
we also need to give more
emphasis on state associa-
tions because the talented

youngsters will come only
from the states. So, more
budget will have to allocat-
ed to the states."

The Indian men's team
featured in the FIFA U-17
World Cup in 2017 as the
hosts. The women's side
will also take part in the
FIFA U-17 World Cup in
October as the world body
is likely to revoke the ban
imposed on the AIFF for
"undue influence from
third parties" in a few days.

The 45-year-old Bhutia,
who retired in 2011 after be-
coming the first Indian to
play 100 international
matches, said he will try to
allot more money to the
state associations if he is
elected president of the
AIFF. "We have to focus

more on two things. One is
grassroots development
and the other is more fund-
ing to state associations.
There is no substitute to
grassroots development,
that is well known. But I
want more focus and activi-
ty in that direction," said
the talisman of the nation-
al team in his playing days.

Bhutia also said that the
players will be at the centre
of all activities and they
will be given more facili-
ties.

"I will work for a player-
centric system, give more
facilities to the players. The
travel and accommodation
of the players will be up-
graded with more budget.

"For example, now if
players from Arunachal
Pradesh are to take part in
a national championships
in Kerala, they travel by
train for three days. But my
endeavour will be to allow
the players travel by air."

Bhutia had earlier filed
his nomination for the
president's post which was
to be held on August 28
under the aegis of the
Supreme Court-appointed
Committee of
Administrators (CoA).

Indian teams can qualify for World
Cups on merit if country’s football

structure is reformed: Bhutia

Mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Thursday said he has taken
a "contract" for develop-
ment of the state and to en-
sure prosperity and welfare
of its people, hitting back at
his opponents over their
constant jibe at him since
assuming the top office.

Speaking in the
Assembly, Shinde defended
his revolt against the Shiv
Sena leadership in June,
which brought down the
two-and-a-half-year-old
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, and asserted
his act was neither uncon-
stitutional nor illegal.
Replying to an Opposition

sponsored debate on vari-
ous issues facing the state
on the last day of the mon-
soon session, the chief
minister said he has been
often described as a "con-
tract CM" by his oppo-
nents.

Shinde maintained peo-
ple's welfare was his only
agenda. "When Union min-
ister Narayan Rane made
some comments (last year)
against the then-chief
minister (Uddhav
Thackeray), he was arrest-
ed. But I would say I have
taken a contract for devel-
opment of the state, pros-
perity and welfare of its
people," he said.

In an apparent reference
to being constantly target-

ed as a "betrayer" by the
Uddhav Thackeray-led fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena since
his rebellion, Shinde de-

scribed criticism against
him as a sign of "ideologi-
cal bankruptcy".

"Who has betrayed the
ideology of (Shiv Sena
founder) Balasaheb
Thackeray and mandate of
the people by forging an
unnatural alliance for the
sake of power?" he asked,
referring to the saffron
party's tie-up with the
Congress and the NCP in
2019 which led to the for-
mation of the MVA gov-
ernment.

Shinde maintained he
has done nothing unconsti-
tutional or illegal by revolt-
ing against the Shiv Sena.
"I just corrected what went
wrong," said the CM,
whose government is being

supported by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

"I will respond to the ide-
ological bankruptcy
through my work," he said.
In a speech laced with
Marathi couplets, Shinde
said his government will
soon unveil a 'vision docu-
ment' for Maharashtra.

When Jayant Patil
(NCP) asked him who had
written these couplets, the
CM indicted they were
written by him, saying "I
have talent. I was never al-
lowed to showcase it."
Shinde also justified his
appeal to say 'Vande
Mataram' over the phone
instead of hello, a move
which drew criticism from
certain quarters.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Raju Srivastava is on
ventilator and continues
to recover "slowly", the
renowned comedian-
actor's wife Shikha
Srivastava said on
Thursday. In a statement
issued on Srivastava's of-
ficial Instagram page,
Shikha said the stand-up
artist is "stable".

"Raju Srivastava Ji's
condition is stable and he
continues to recover
slowly. He is on the venti-
lator at the moment," she
said.

Earlier in the day, sev-
eral media publications
had reported that
Srivastava, 58, had
gained consciousness 15
days after he was admit-
ted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of AIIMS fol-
lowing a heart attack
here.

Shikha requested the

media and the comedi-
an's fans to only trust
statements issued by the
family on his official so-
cial media pages and the
hospital.

"Only statements from
AIIMS Delhi and Raju
Ji's official social media
accounts are trustworthy
and genuine. Any other
news or statements from
anyone else is unreliable.

"The doctors and their
entire team at AIIMS
Delhi are working hard
and diligently. We're
thankful to them and all
his well-wishers. Request
you all to continue your
love and prayers for
him," she added.

Srivastava was admit-
ted to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) on
August 10 and underwent
an angioplasty the same
day. He has been on life
support since then.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Around 15.47 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in June 2022, according to
official data released on
Thursday. The latest data is
part of a report -- Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
June 2022 -- released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO). It showed that the
gross new enrolments with
Employees' State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) rose to
1.49 crore in 2021-22, from
1.15 crore in 2020-21. It was
1.51 crore in 2019-20 and 1.49
crore in 2018-19. From
September 2017 to March
2018, around 83.35 lakh new
subscribers joined the
ESIC scheme.

The report said gross
new enrolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
June 2022 were 6.92 crore.
The NSO report is based on
the payroll data of new sub-

scribers of various social
security schemes run by
ESIC, the Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and
Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development
Authority (PFRDA).

According to the report,
net new enrolments with
retirement fund body
EPFO stood at 18.36 lakh in
June 2022. It showed that
from September 2017 to
June 2022, around 5.59
crore (gross) new sub-
scribers joined the
Employees' Provident
Fund scheme.

The report said since the
number of subscribers is
from various sources,
there are elements of over-
lap, and the estimates are
not additive. NSO also said
the report gives different
perspectives on the levels
of employment in the for-
mal sector and does not
measure employment at a
holistic level.

Kolkata, Aug 25 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday is-
sued a lookout notice for
TMC MLA and former
chairman of West Bengal
Board of Primary
Education Manik
Bhattacharya in connec-
tion with its probe into al-
leged irregularities in pri-
mary teachers' appoint-
ment after he was not
found at his residences in
Kolkata and Nadia, an offi-
cial of the agency said.

Bhattacharya, who is a
lawmaker from
Palashipara in Nadia dis-
trict, had earlier been in-

terrogated by
Enforcement Directorate,
which is tracking the
money trail in the case.

"The MLA could not be
found at his residences in
Jadavpur and Nadia dis-
trict over the past several
days, following which he
was served a lookout no-
tice by the central agency,"
the official told PTI.

Meanwhile, a suspected
middleman, arrested on
charges of facilitating jobs
to ineligible candidates in
state government-spon-
sored and -aided schools in
exchange of money, was
remanded in CBI custody

till September 1 by a spe-
cial CBI court. Several doc-
uments were also seized
from Pradip Singh's Salt
Lake residence, raided by
agency sleuths on
Wednesday night. "We are
checking his antecedents
and his exact role in the
racket," the CBI official
added.

The agency had earlier
this month put behind
bars former School
Service Commission
(SSC) adviser Dr Shanti
Prasad Sinha and its ex-
secretary Ashok Kumar
Saha in connection with
the irregularities.

Rahul Gandhi to meet people from
various sections of society

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 25 (PTI): 

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will
meet people from
various sections of
society, including the
youth, farmers
groups, fisherfolk
and those belonging
to the poor and mar-

ginalised strata during
his Bharat Jodo Yatra
through Kerala to high-
light the problems in the
country and the BJP-
ruled Centre's alleged
anti-people policies, party
leaders said here on
Thursday.

KPCC working presi-

dent and state coordinator
of the yatra, Kodikunnil
Suresh MP said the jour-
ney through Kerala will
cover 450 kms across
seven districts in 19 days.

Suresh said the deci-
sion to hold the 'yatra',
which will cover 3,750 km
from Kanyakumari in
Tamil Nadu to Jammu
and Kashmir over a peri-
od of 150 days, was taken
at the Chintan Shivir held
in Udaipur, Rajasthan in
May this year.

The objective of the
yatra, which will touch 12
states and the national
capital, was to strongly op-
pose the Narendra Modi

government at the Centre
and the RSS agenda for
the country. It was also
aimed at uniting all the
democratic and secular
groups to prevent the rul-
ing dispensation at the
Centre from retaining
power in 2024, he also said.

Giving details of how
the 'yatra' which will pro-
ceed after it reaches the
southern state on
September 11, the
Congress MP said that
each day Gandhi and his
entourage of around 300
supporters would walk
25 kilometers in two
shifts -- one from 7 AM to
10 AM and other from

4PM to 7 PM.
"The intervening period

would be utilised to meet
prominent persons, writ-
ers and scholars, the
youth, farmers groups,
fisherfolk groups as well
as those belonging to the
poor and marginalised
strata of society.

"These interactions
would be used to hear the
people's grievances and
suggestions and also
make them aware of the
allegedly disastrous poli-
cies of the Centre as well
as the non-Congress ruled
states," Suresh said.

He also said that the
yatra's National-level co-

ordinator and veteran
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh along with AICC
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh would be arriv-
ing in the state on August
30 in connection with the
campaign and any addi-
tional directions they give
would be incorporated in
the arrangements.

Giving details of those
who would be accompany-
ing Gandhi on the yatra,
Suresh said out of the 300,
as many as 100 are those
selected by the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) and they would be
with Gandhi throughout
his 150-day long journey.

‘India has potential to become
world’s startup capital’

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 

India has the potential to
become startup capital of
the world, Union Minister
of State for Education
Subhas Sarkar said on
Thursday, adding that the
passion for innovation
must become part of the
country's learning sys-
tems.

"India is rapidly moving
towards the path of devel-
opment. I believe that the
passion for innovation
must become part of our
learning systems. We are
one of the largest startup
nations and has the poten-
tial to become startup capi-
tal of the world very soon
and such hackathons will
create the future innova-
tors and leaders who will
lead 'Viksit Bharat',"
Sarkar said.

The minister was ad-

dressing the
grand finale of
Smart India
H a c k a t h o n
(SIH), 2022,
being held at a
private univer-
sity in Greater
Noida. Prime
M i n i s t e r
N a r e n d r a
Modi will be
addressing the
participants of
the hackathon
on Thursday night
through video conferenc-
ing. SIH, which started in
2017, is a nationwide initia-
tive to provide students a
platform to solve the press-
ing problems of society, or-
ganisations, and govern-
ment. It aims to inculcate
the culture of product in-
novation, problem-solving
and out-of-the-box think-
ing among students. More

than 15,000 stu-
dents and men-
tors are travel-
ling to the 75
nodal centres
to take part in
the SIH 2022
grand finale.
Students from
over 2,900
schools and
2,200 higher
educational in-
stitutions are
tackling 476

problem statements from
across 53 Union ministries
in the finale, including op-
tical character recognition
(OCR) of temple inscrip-
tions and translations in
Devanagari scripts, inter-
net of things (IoT)-enabled
risk monitoring system in
cold supply chain for per-
ishable food items, high-
resolution 3D model of ter-
rain, and infrastructure

and roads conditions in
disaster struck areas.
Every year SIH has two
editions -- SIH Software
and SIH Hardware. This
year Smart India
Hackathon-Junior has also
been introduced for school
students to build a culture
of innovation and prob-
lem-solving attitude at the
school level.

Smart India Hackathon
hardware grand finale is
scheduled from August 25
to 29 and the software
grand finale is scheduled
from August 25 to 26. The
winners in the Smart
India Hackathon on each
problem statement will be
awarded a prize amount
of Rs 1 lakh. Under the
student innovation cate-
gory, three prizes of Rs 1
lakh, Rs 75,000 and Rs
50,000 will be awarded to
the winning teams.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde arrives at
Vidhan Bhavan on the last
day of Monsoon Session of
Maharashtra Assembly, in
Mumbai, Thursday.

Subhas Sarkar
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Flooded Ashok Nagar area following heavy monsoon rainfall, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

FLOOD WOES

Students participate in a procession to mark the silver jubilee celebrations of the formation of Udupi district, in
Udupi, Karnataka, Thursday.

SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
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School Job Irregularities

CBI issues lookout
notice against TMC MLA

ESIC scheme adds 15.47
lakh new members in June

‘Raju Srivastava
still on ventilator’

Aaditya-Mungantiwar 
tussle on malnutrition-tribals
Mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI):
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narvekar
on Thursday ruled that
using the term 'should be
ashamed' in the House
was unparliamentary.

He made the statement
citing Item Number 357,
which is the expression
'should be ashamed', in
the list of words and ex-
pressions held to be un-
parliamentary or other-
wise.

Shiv Sena MLA Aaditya
Thackeray, while attack-
ing the Eknath Shinde
government on malnutri-
tion and problems faced
by Adivasis in the state,
had said "one should be
ashamed" on the plight of
Adivasis even after 75
years of Independence
and the country having a
tribal President.

Shinde defends rebellion against Sena
Says he has taken ‘contract’ for Maha development


