
Domicile quota
DDeehhrraadduunn:: The
Uttarakhand High Court
on Wednesday ordered a
stay on a 2006 order giv-
ing 30 per cent reserva-
tion to women having
domicile of the state in
state civil services. A
bench of Chief Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice
R C Khulbe gave the
direction while hearing a
petition filed by more
than a dozen women can-
didates from outside the
state who were under the
unreserved category.

Super Hornet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: US aerospace
major Boeing on
Wednesday pitched its
F/A-18 Super Hornet as
the best platform to
address the Indian Navy's
requirement of deck-
based jets for aircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant. Top offi-
cials of Boeing said the
company anticipates USD
3.6 billion in economic
impact to the Indian aero-
space and defence indus-
try over the next 10 years
if F/A-18 Super Hornet
Block III is selected. 

Bomb threat
VVaallssaadd:: The Mumbai
Police on Wednesday
detained two persons
from Gujarat's Valsad
district for allegedly
threatening to blow up
The Lalit five-star hotel
in the Maharashtra capi-
tal, an official said. After
the threat call on
Monday, the hotel locat-
ed in Mumbai's Andheri
area was checked. Its
staffers had later
approached the Sahar
police who registered an
FIR against the then
unidentified caller.

Man sentenced
KKoottaa:: A POCSO court in
Jhalawar on Wednesday
sentenced a 25-year-old
man to 20 years' impris-
onment for abduction and
rape of a 15-year-old girl
around three years ago.
The court of judge
Pradeep Kumar Verma
held Kamlesh Kumar
Bheel guilty under under
sections of the IPC and
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, and also
slapped a fine of Rs
65,000 on him, public
prosecutor Ramhetar
Gurjar said.

Factory fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A man died in
a fire at a factory in
Patparganj Industrial
Area of east Delhi on
Wednesday, fire depart-
ment officials said. The
cause of the fire, which
has been brought under
control, is yet to be
ascertained, they said. 
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An artisan gives finishing
touches to an idol of Lord

Ganesha ahead of the upcom-
ing Ganesh Chaturthi festival,

in Amritsar, Wednesday.

PAGE 11

Low30 25High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,604.95   7
59,085.43   7SENSEX

GOLD 51,490

SILVER 55,490

Ranchi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday
conducted fresh raids in
the ongoing money-laun-
dering investigation into
alleged illegal mining in
Jharkhand and recovered
two AK-47 assault rifles
and 60 bullets, official
sources said.

The two weapons, 60 live
rounds and two magazines
were found at a home in
Ranchi and the sources
identified the premises to
be linked to a person
called Prem Prakash, who
is stated to be involved in
the case.

The federal probe
agency is raiding about 17-
20 premises in Jharkhand,
neighbouring Bihar, Tamil

Nadu and the Delhi-NCR
as part of the operation.

The searches were car-
ried out after fresh infor-

mation came to the fore
following the questioning
of Pankaj Mishra, a politi-
cal aide of Jharkhand

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, and Mishra's asso-
ciate and muscleman
Bachhu Yadav, the sources
said. Mishra and Yadav
and have been arrested by
the ED in this case earlier.

BJP's Godda MP
Nishikant Dubey said in a
tweet that Prakash is an
"associate of Jharkhand
CM and his family friend
Amit Agarwal" and that
his (Prakash) links should
be investigated by the NIA.

Saryu Roy, a former BJP
leader but now an inde-
pendent MLA from the
state, wrote on his Twitter
handle that it should be in-
vestigated as to how Prem
Prakash obtained the AK-
47 rifles and that there is a
possibility that this has a
terrorist link.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday sought to
downplay speculation that
he could be made
Congress chief, saying no-
body knows what will be
decided.

Gehlot's meeting with
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi led to the buzz that
the two may have dis-
cussed the possibility of
him being the next party
president. "Sonia (Gandhi)
ji has gone abroad for a
checkup. (K C) Venugopal
ji and me paid a courtesy
call on her yesterday when
we were going to Gujarat,"
he told reporters.

Asked about the possi-
bility of him being
Congress president,
Gehlot said, "This has
been doing the rounds in
the media for a long time.
You keep talking about it.
Nobody knows what is

going to be decided." The
veteran Congress leader
added that he is concen-
trating on the two respon-
sibilities given to him --
senior observer for the up-
coming Gujarat assembly
polls and chief minister of
Rajasthan.

He asserted that his ef-
forts were directed at en-
suring the Congress gov-
ernment is repeated in
Rajasthan. Pressed by re-

porters on the party presi-
dency question, Gehlot
shot back, "Has anybody
briefed you at AICC, no
one has done that. Media
keeps on speculating Till a
decision is made, neither
you nor I can comment on
it." He said Rahul Gandhi
has left with his mother
Sonia Gandhi for her med-
ical checkups. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is also ac-
companying them.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said there must
be a "debate" on the "seri-
ous" issue relating to the
practice of political parties
promising freebies and
asked why cannot the
Centre call for an all-party
meeting on it.

The apex court said until
and unless there is a unani-
mous decision among polit-
ical parties that freebies
are going to destroy the
economy and have to be
stopped, nothing can hap-
pen as it is only political
parties that would make
such promises and contest
elections and not individu-
als. " .Why do not the
Government of India call

for an all-party meeting?"
the top court said.

"There must be a debate.
The issue is serious, there
is no doubt about it. The
question is, why do not all
political parties meet and
the Government of India
can call for a meeting," it
observed. The observa-
tions by a bench compris-

ing Chief Justice N V
Ramana and Justices
Hima Kohli and C T
Ravikumar came while it
was deliberating on a plea
opposing promises of such
handouts by the parties
during polls.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Vikas Singh, ap-
pearing for petitioner
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay,
suggested that a retired
judge of the apex court like
former CJI R M Lodha
should be the chairman of
the committee proposed to
be constituted on this as-
pect. However, Justice
Ramana observed, "a per-
son who retires or who is
going to retire has no value
in this country. That is the
problem,"

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Amid a political slugfest,
the AAP Wednesday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of making
efforts to topple the Delhi
government "by hook or by
crook", claiming that the
BJP approached its four
MLAs with an offer of Rs
20 crore to join the saffron
party.

The BJP mocked the alle-
gations, with its spokesper-
son Sambit Patra, saying,
"They may have got such
offers from liquor mafia.
Why do not they tell the
names of persons who ap-

proached them?"
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has called a meet-
ing of the Political Affairs
Committee of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) to dis-
cuss the "serious issue" at
his residence later in the
day.

The Congress attacked
the AAP over alleged irreg-
ularities in its excise policy
in Delhi, saying Kejriwal
and his deputy Manish
Sisodia should get the
Bharat Ratna if there is a
new category for corrup-
tion.

Earlier this week,
Sisodia had claimed that
he was offered the chief
minister's post in Delhi by

the BJP, with a promise to
also withdraw the CBI and
ED cases against him, if he
quit the party.

Triggering a fresh row
and further intensifying
the face-off between the
two parties, AAP's national
spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
said the MLAs -- Ajay Dutt,
Sanjeev Jha, Somnath
Bharati and Kuldeep
Kumar -- have been ap-
proached by leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) with whom they
have "friendly relations".

Taking to Twitter,
Kejriwal said it is "a very
serious matter" and a meet-
ing of the party's Political

Affairs Committee (PAC)
has been convened at his
residence at 4 pm to "take
stock of the situation and
chalk out further strategy".

"They (the four AAP leg-
islators) have been offered
Rs 20 crore each if they
join the BJP and Rs 25
crore if they bring other
MLAs along with them,"
AAP national spokesper-
son Singh said.

"They (BJP leaders) told
our MLAs that if they do
not accept the offer and
join the BJP, they will also
have to face false cases, the
CBI and the ED, like (Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister)
Manish Sisodia is facing,"
he added.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Congress leader Jaiveer
Shergill on Wednesday quit
as its national
spokesperson, say-
ing the party's deci-
sion making
process is no longer
in the interest of
the country but is
influenced by "self-
serving interests of
individuals in-
dulging in syco-
phancy".

In his letter to party chief
Sonia Gandhi, Shergill re-
signed from the post of the
national spokesperson and
said the primary reason
was that "the ideology and

the vision of the current de-
cision makers of the
Congress is no longer in
sync with the aspirations of

the youth and mod-
ern India".

"Furthermore, it
pains me to say that
decision making is
no longer for the in-
terest of the public
and the country,
rather it is influ-
enced by the self-
serving interests of

individuals indulging in
sycophancy and consistent-
ly ignoring ground reality.
This is something I cannot
morally accept or continue
to work with," he wrote, ac-
cording to sources.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

A parliamentary panel
has called top officials of
the Railways' catering arm
IRCTC and is likely to
question them about a ten-
der floated by it to hire a
consultant to monetise its
passenger and freight cus-
tomer data, sources said
on Wednesday.

The officials of the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) will depose before
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Information Technology
chaired by Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on
the issue of citizens' data
security and privacy on
Friday, as per the notice of
the meeting issued by the

Lok Sabha Secretariat. On
the same day, representa-
tives of Twitter India will
also appear before the
panel on the same issue,
the notice reads.

The IRCTC, which has
more than 10 crore users,
of which 7.5 crore are ac-
tive users, has floated a
tender to hire a consultant
to monetise its passenger
and freight customer data
with the aim to generate
revenue up to Rs 1,000
crore.

Sources in the panel
said the issue will be taken
up for discussion in the
meeting with the IRCTC
officials.

The Railways has not of-
ficially commented on the
tender. However, highly
placed sources said it will

be withdrawn considering
the fact that the govern-
ment has withdrawn the
Data Protection Bill from
Parliament.

The Centre had on
August 3 withdrew the
long-awaited Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill,
2019 to replace it with a
new bill with a compre-
hensive framework' and
contemporary digital pri-
vacy laws'. According to
the IRCTC tender docu-
ment, the data to be stud-
ied will include informa-
tion captured by the trans-
porter's various public fac-
ing applications such as
"name, age, mobile num-
ber, gender, address, e-mail
ID, class of journey, pay-
ment mode, login or pass-
word" and other details.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

A 50-year-old wheel-
chair-bound woman was
apprehended by CISF
personnel at the Delhi
airport on Wednesday
for allegedly trying to
smuggle US dollars val-
ued at about Rs 25 lakh
by concealing them in
her underclothes, offi-
cials said. The woman
was intercepted by the
security personnel at the
Terminal-3 of the Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport during
frisking at about 1:20 am,
they said.

The passenger had
landed from Indore on

board an IndiGo flight
and was supposed to take
a connecting flight of the
same airline to Dubai
from the IGI Airport, a
senior officer said.

The passenger was on
a wheelchair and a cache
of USD 32,300 valued at
Rs 25 lakh was recovered
from her underclothes,
he said. The woman nei-
ther replied satisfactori-
ly nor produced any
valid document for car-
rying such huge amount
of foreign currency. She
was offloaded from the
flight and handed over to
Customs authorities for
further investigation,
the officer said.

Patna, Aug 24 (PTI): 

The newly-formed
'Mahagathbandhan' gov-
ernment in Bihar on
Wednesday comfortably
won the motion of confi-
dence amid a walkout
staged by MLAs of the
BJP -- which has been
stripped of power as a re-
sult of the recent political
upheaval in the state.

Deputy Speaker
Maheshwar Hazari or-
dered a headcount upon a
request by Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary, the parliamen-
tary affairs minister, who
said that though a voice
vote had clearly showed
support of the majority,
the count would leave no
room for any confusion .

Altogether 160 MLAs
voted in favour of the con-

fidence motion while no
vote was cast against the
same. The lone MLA of
AIMIM, Akhtarul Iman,
whose party is not a part
of the ruling alliance, also
took part in the exercise
and supported the confi-
dence motion.

Some of the BJP MLAs,
who had staged a walkout

while Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar was deliver-
ing his speech, stormed
the House demanding that
the deputy speaker not
waste time on a redundant
headcount but take up
businesses scheduled for
the day and announced
boycott of the proceed-
ings.

Panaji, Aug 24 (PTI): 

BJP leader Sonali
Phogat's brother has filed
a formal complaint with
the Goa Police, claiming
she was murdered by two
of her associates.

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said the
state police were conduct-
ing a detailed investiga-
tion into the death of
Phogat.

Considering the opinion
of doctors and Goa
Director General of Police
(DGP) Jaspal Singh, it pre-
liminary looks like she
died due to a heart attack,

Sawant told reporters.
However, Phogat's broth-

er Rinku Dhaka alleged
that a short while before
her death, Phogat had spo-
ken to her mother, sister
and brother-in-law during
which she sounded dis-
turbed and complained
against her two col-
leagues.

He also claimed that the
CCTV cameras, laptop and
other crucial things from

her farmhouse in Haryana
have gone missing after
her death.

Phogat (42), the BJP
leader from Hisar in
Haryana who had found
fame on Tik Tok, was
"brought dead" at the St
Anthony Hospital at
Anjuna in North Goa on
Tuesday morning, a police
official earlier said, adding
that she died of a suspect-
ed heart attack.

The Anjuna police had
registered a case of unnat-
ural death.

The family members of
Phogat arrived in Goa on
Tuesday night.

Dhaka in his complaint
filed with the Anjuna po-
lice in Goa claimed that
two of Phogat's associates
murdered her in Goa.

Jharkhand illegal mining case

ED recovers 2 AK rifles,
60 bullets in fresh raids

Two AK-47 rifles and bullets recovered by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) during a raid at the residence of Prem Prakash as
part of an ongoing money-laundering investigation into alleged
illegal mining in the state, in Ranchi, Wednesday.

Gehlot on Cong prez speculation

‘Nobody knows what will be decided’

Wheelchair-bound
woman held with US

dollars worth Rs 25 lakh 

Parliament panel calls IRCTC and Twitter
officials over citizens’ data security, privacy

Cong leader Jaiveer
Shergill quits as party’s
national spokesperson

Issue of freebies serious, why can’t
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PM Modi making efforts to
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̈ BJP hits back

Sonali Phogat’s brother
claims she was murdered
̈ Goa CM says 

police conducting
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Nitish Kumar wins trust vote
̈ BJP stages walkout

PPaattnnaa:: Stung by raids on a
number of RJD leaders,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav on
Wednesday called the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the
Income Tax (IT) department
three jamaai" (sons in-law),
which the BJP sent to
states where it was not in
power. Taking part in a
debate on the motion of
confidence moved by the
new 'Mahagathbandhan'
government, Yadav accused
the BJP of having tried to
"break" Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's party in a
bid to "wipe out socialist
ideology".

Inside Bihar Assembly,
Tejashwi fumes at BJP

over CBI raids

‘Quality-2022’ organised to promote Quality Concepts in BSP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: The
Business Excellence
Department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has endeavored
to give new heights to the
creativity of the Plant. It
may be noted that the
Department of Business
Excellence has been organ-
izing plant level competi-
tions every year to promote
various quality concepts.
This year, under the guid-
ance of Chief General
Manager, BE Department,
Sanjay Dhar and under the
leadership of General
Manager Manoj Dubey, a
record 92 teams of the plant
registered themselves in
the plant level competition,
which is the highest ever
for this competition.

This year also the BE de-
partment organised
"Quality-2022" to give a plat-
form to the creativity of the
steel fraternity. In this com-
petition, QC teams from dif-
ferent departments of the

plant displayed their cre-
ative work through various
quality concepts. 92 teams
from various departments
of SAIL-BSP had registered
to participate in this
Quality Concepts
Competition. The teams
from departments of both,
the Works area and Non-
works area showed their ex-
cellence, making it the best
performance recorded till
date.

Out of 92 teams regis-
tered in this competition, 80
teams submitted case stud-
ies and presentations on the
creative work done in their
respective departments.
These case studies and pre-
sentations were evaluated
by expert judges. In view of
the Corona epidemic, this
year too, direct presenta-
tions have been banned. So
this year also this event was
conducted digitally. Under
this, the result was an-
nounced directly after eval-
uating the submitted case
studies only.

Quality concepts compe-
titions were organised in
three categories; Quality
Circle, 5-S System and Lean
Quality Circle. The compe-
tition organized under
Quality Circle is divided
into Manufacturing
Stream, Manufacturing
Support Stream and Pure
Services Stream while 5-S
and LQC are in single
stream.

Thus the competition
was organized in total 5
streams. 19 teams partici-
pated in Manufacturing
Stream of Quality Circle, 25
Teams in Manufacturing
Support Stream and 2
Teams in Pure Services
Stream, 10 Teams in 5-S
System and 24 Teams in
Lean Quality Circle.

The guidance and train-
ing provided by the
Business Excellence
Department of BSP has
played an important role in
giving better performance
by the teams in this compe-
tition. Under the guidance

of Sanjay Dhar, CGM (BE &
HRD) the highest record
was set with the participa-
tion of 92 teams of the plant
under the leadership of
Manoj Dubey, General
Manager, BE Department.

It is well known that
SAIL-BSP has always been
encouraging the innovative
work of its creative person-
nel. Reiterating its commit-
ment towards quality, BSP
Management has organized
"Quality-2022". The man-
agement has always been at
the forefront of promoting
innovative work.

Even in the Corona cri-
sis, team BSP gave new
heights to their creativity.
The BSP management has
also boosted morale by giv-
ing a proper platform to
these creative personnel. It
is to note that through this
competition; teams are se-
lected and sent for chapter
and national convention.
Also, these competitions
help these teams develop to
enable them to get national

and international awards.
According to the results

declared in the plant level
competition, the following
teams occupied the first 3
places of different cate-
gories, Navasrijan (CO &
CCD), Sarathi (Bar & Rod
Mill), Avyadhanam (Power
and Blowing Station), in
Quality Circle
Manufacturing Stream.
Prayas (Blast Furnace-8),
Navodaya (SMS-3), Anvarat
(Plant Garage) in Quality
Circle Manufacturing
Support Stream. In this se-
quence, Sahaj (Vigilance),
Rajbhasha (Liaison &
Administration) in Quality
Circle Pure Services
Stream and Mahamaya
(Blast Furnace-8), Arjun
(RCL), Udyami (Rail &
Structural Mill) in Lean
Quality Circle stream and
Creative (Merchant Mill),
Jagriti (Steel Structural
Shop) Sowjanya (Plant
Garage) teams in 5-S stream
, managed to make their
way to the top three.

Students, teachers, parents must be In
alert mode For (2022-23) CBSE results
GV Rajshekher Rao  

Although, our country has
remarkable past record of
Excellent quality education, es-
pecially with reference to the
CBSE Central  Board of
Secondary Education but, the
approaching academic session
(2022-23) probably may be the
'WEAKEST' of all Batches in
the History of the Board results
just  because of  Huge Learning
Gap during past two years
2020-21 and 2021-22 which
usually used to be the founda-
tion years for students whether
they appear in the secondary
level, or senior secondary level.

The main reason for antici-
pating such poorest Academic
show is lenient student friend-
ly promotion criteria  during
and  immediate post pandemic
sessions which has resulted
into temporary, bubble satis-
faction among students and
parents as well but if we pon-
der and plunge deep in the ac-
ademic learning pool, we find

almost majority of the stu-
dents could not cement their
academic foundation during
past three years but undoubt-
edly will be compelled to face
and fight the usual academic
standard of the Board in this
approaching year (2022-23) as
the Board Certainly may not
consider or Compromise any
further leniency or exemp-
tions, as far as promotion of
students is concerned, other-
wise it may deteriorate the
Quality and standard of the
Board, which Ought not to be

compromised largely in the in-
terest of the students and
country as well.

Being an academician and
Head of CBSE school I feel we
must train/prepare and guide
our students putting all our
best possible efforts to cover
the Huge 'UNLEARNING' of the
past three years in addition to
the learning of the present
prescribed syllabus so as to
pull them to some reasonable
height of learning as this aca-
demic session may be the
toughest of all previous aca-
demic sessions in the History
due to 'GLOBAL PANDEMIC'.

Hence, we must be CAU-
TIOUS AND ALERT IN OUR EN-
DEAVOURS, as this year is
going to be the  REAL TEST  to
check the quality of students
and Teachers as well.

TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt
SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall,,

TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,
SSoonnaaddiihh  

BBAALLOODDAA  BBAAZZAARR  ((CCGG))..  

CG players win two medals in Youth MMA World Championship 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: Indian
Mixed Martial Arts
(MMA) team won five
prestigious medals in
world championship 2022,
out of which Chhattisgarh
state won 2 medals. Palak
Nag of Jagdalpur won a
silver medal in Girls'
Category Youth A Light
Weight Category. Avani
Naithani of Bhilai won a
bronze medal in Girls'
Youth C 40 kg category.

Tarshit Yellamanchili
(Bhilai) gave India the first
victory in the boy
Strawweight Category
against the host UAE. All
the three players worked
hard at the Warriors
Academy under the guid-
ance of Team India coach
Nitin Singh. They made

the country proud and cre-
ated a history.

The Indian team led by
Sharif Bapu, President,
MMA India, participated

for the first time in the
Youth World
Championship, hosted by
the UAE Federation under
the aegis of IMMAF, in

Abu Dhabi from 17 to 21
August 2022. More than
500 players from 42 nations
participated in this cham-
pionship.

The Medical Head of
Indian MMA, Dr Divya
said that all the players
were physically and men-
tally fit, due to which they

could achieve their high-
est performance in this
world championship and
they have dispelled the
myth of MMA sport being

unsafe for children.
She pointed out that the

game is highly disciplined
and has an integrated
MMA system of rules

which makes it a safe sport
for all, especially the youth
under the age of 18. In
MMA sport, the safety of
players is given top priori-
ty. Neeraj of Chhattisgarh
state informed that the
team of Chhattisgarh state
has proudly returned
home with two prestigious
medals and the team is sin-
cerely grateful for every-
one's support and well
wishes.

President of
Chhattisgarh Mix Martial
Arts Association, Alok
Tripathi and Vice-
President Gaurav
Srivastava and all the
members of the executive
committee doubled the en-
thusiasm of the
Chhattisgarh team by giv-
ing a rousing welcome to
them.

VAC at SSSSM finds 87% water resources in twin city potable 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: Swami
Shri Swaroopanand
Saraswati Mahavidyalaya,
Hudco, organised a 15 days
IQAC approved Value
Added Certificate Course
on "Physicochemical and
microbiological parame-
ters of drinking water" in
collaboration with
Microbiologist Society,
India. The aim of the cer-
tificate course was to im-
part the participants
knowledge about physical,
chemical and microbiolog-
ical analysis of water
practically so as to deter-
mine whether water is
potable or not. The practi-
cal through physical,
chemical and microbiolog-
ical analysis of water col-
lected from varied sources
over 15 days period
showed the outcome found

that 87% samples collected
were potable, marking that
Twin city is neat and clean
surrounded by hygienic
vicinity.

The Valedictory func-
tion of the course was held
on August 22, 2022 in the
institute headed by
Principal Dr Hansa
Shukla, Chief Guest, Dr
AK Shrivastava, Prof &
Head Botany, Govt DT PG
College, Utai, Durg, and
State President, MSI,
Chhattisgarh. After lamp
lightening and Saraswati
Vandana, Dr Shama A
Baig, HOD, Department of
Microbiology, Convener of
Programme welcomed
guests by presenting
aquatic flora that helps in
resuming water bodies to
be oligotrophic. She pre-
sented a recap of activities
along with glimpses and
told that during course, 12

guest lectures were con-
ducted  by nationwide es-
teemed speakers, practical
sessions for water analysis
were performed at labs of
institute and Chemistry
lab of BIT, Durg under su-
pervision of Dr Santosh

Kumar Sar. Students along
with faculty visited Water
Treatment Plant, Nehru
Nagar, Bhilai. Assessment
of students was done for
judgement of their learn-
ing potential.

Dr Deepak Sharma,

COO, during his address,
appreciated the efforts of
faculties of Department of
Microbiology in formula-
tion and conducting of
Value Added Course and
emphasized on teaching
learning initiatives with

innovative ideas. He said
that students have learned
about water analysis prac-
ticals have known the
value of water.

Dr Hansa Shukla,
Principal, during her ad-
dress expressed her
heartiest wishes and con-
gratulated the partici-
pants on the successful
completion of the 15 days
Value Added Course for
their future endeavors.
She said that the sprin-
kles of VAC will glorify
the resume of partici-
pants and students should
actively participate in
such courses for in-depth
knowledge of subjects
motivated them for re-
search.

Chief Guest Dr AK
Shrivastava described
about Blue Planet during
his lecture and explained
the value of water. He

asked them to Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle water
for future. He congratulat-
ed the participants on the
successful completion of
the Value Added Course,
encouraged them to use
the acquired practical and
theoretical knowledge to
bring positive change in
society and nation in
broader sense. He told stu-
dents about the benefits of
certificate courses and its
employability in NEP.

Student of M Sc IIIrd
Sem, Srishti Soni said. "I
liked this course very
much and I found the sta-
tus of water by doing dif-
ferent water test." Rupali
Sahu said that it was
great to see the purifica-
tion process of drinking
water in industrial plant.

Certificates were pro-
vided to all the partici-
pants for successful com-

pletion of certificate
course. Certificate and
cash prize were given to
students as per their as-
sessment too; First Shristi
Soni, M Sc First Semester;
Second Lukesh Kumar,
and third Roshni
Dewangan, M Sc IV
Semester by Chief Guest.

The programme con-
cluded with the proposal
of Vote of Thanks by
Yogita Lokhande,
Assistant  Professor,
Department of
Microbiology. Amit
Kumar Sahu, Assistant
Professor, Microbiology
made  important contri-
bution to make the pro-
gram successful. Dr
Shivani Sharma, Dr
Rajani Murlidhar, Sunita
Sharma and Dr Shweta
Gaikwad were present in
the program and encour-
aged the students.

Photo exhibition on Maharshi Sri Aurobindo
inaugurated at Nehru Art Gallery 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: The
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India is cel-
ebrating the 150th birth an-
niversary of the great free-
dom fighter, philosopher,
poet, sage and yogi Sri
Aurobindo in the year 2022.
On this occasion, a photo
exhibition on the life, work
and vision of Sri
Aurobindo is being organ-
ized by Public Relations
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant in association with
Shri Aurobindo Yoga
Sadhana Kendra, Sector-7,
Bhilai at Nehru Art
Gallery, Civic Center. The
exhibition, organised by
the Public Relations
Department of the plant at
Nehru Art Gallery, was in-
augurated the other day by
Chief Guest MM Gadre,
Executive Director
(Personnel &
Administration), Bhilai

Steel Plant. The chief guest
along with lighting the
lamp, also released a sou-
venir based on the biogra-
phy of Sri Aurobindo.
Gadre visited the entire ex-
hibition and was highly ap-
preciative of it.

On behalf of Sri
Aurobindo Yoga Sadhana
Kendra, Sector-7, President
Amresh Kumar, Secretary
Hemant Kumar Barik,
Founder Members
Jhaduram, Amitabh Dutta,
Brahmanand Jena, Bhavani
Shankar, Maruti Shankar,
Rita Dutta, Sanchayita Roy
and other members were
present. Also present were

General Manager (LA&PR)
Jacob Kurian, General
Manager of ED (P&A) office
H Shekhar, General
Manager (PR) Prashant
Tiwari and Senior Manager
(PR) Jawahar Bajpai. This
exhibition will be open for
public viewing from 17:00
hrs to 20:30 hrs daily till
August 25, 2022.

It may be noted that Sri
Aurobindo was born in
1872 and died in 1950. He
was a yogi and philosopher.
He was born on August 15,
1872 in Calcutta. His father
was a doctor. He participat-
ed in the freedom struggle
as a revolutionary in his

youth, but later he became
a yogi and he established
an ashram in Pondicherry.
He wrote original texts on
yoga practice. He has had a
great influence on philoso-
phy all over the world. This
is the reason that followers
of him are found in all
countries. Sri Aurobindo's
father Dr Krishnadhan
Ghosh wanted to get him a
higher government post by
getting him an excellent ed-
ucation, so he sent him to
England at the age of 7. He
passed the ICS exam at the
age of 18 only. Along with
this he also gained profi-
ciency in English, German,
French, Greek and Italian
languages.

Sri Aurobindo was a
great yogi and guru as well
as a great philosopher. In
his youth, he took part in
the independence of the
country along with the rev-
olutionaries in the freedom
struggle.

Illegal activities flourishing under political
patronage; alleges Vijay Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24:
Following the reports of
the Home Minister hav-
ing disclosed a list of peo-
ple involved in illegal ac-
tivities at a review meet-
ing of the police depart-
ment, Durg MP Vijay
Baghel has slammed
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and the Congress
government for allegedly
providing protection to
the wrongdoers.

MP Vijay Baghel said
that ever since the
Congress government
came to power in the
state, corruption, hooli-
ganism, dictatorship and
autocracy have increased
in the state. Law and
order has completely col-
lapsed in Chief
Minister's home district.
Many Congress leaders
are involved in selling il-

legal liquor
and cannabis
as well as are
conducting
the illegal ac-
tivities of
gambling and
betting.

MP Baghel
said that ille-
gal business-
es are flour-
ishing within
the radius of
25 kms from
the Chief Minister's resi-
dence, about 20 kms from
the Home Minister's resi-
dence and 25 kms from
the PHE Minister's resi-
dence. All these illegal
businesses are growing
under the patronage of
the ruling party and
Congress leaders are di-
rectly involved in many
of them.

MP Baghel further said
that the Congress has

come to
power with a
promise to
impose a total
ban on liquor
but after com-
ing to power,
it is provid-
ing protec-
tion to illegal
l i q u o r ,
c a n n a b i s
trade, etc.
The illegal
business of

gambling and betting is
going on without any
fear in the cities.
Teenagers and youth are
getting involved in gam-
bling and intoxication.

MP Baghel said that
the government already
has the list of people in-
volved in illegal activi-
ties. Every SHO knows
about all the illegal busi-
nesses and wrongdoers of
his Police Station limits,

but they cannot take ac-
tion due to political pro-
tection provided to the of-
fenders.

Now the elections are
approaching and
Congress leaders are
competing with each
other. Home Minister
reaching the review
meeting of the police de-
partment with the list of
wrongdoers has proved
this fact.

State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is busy
celebrating his birthday
while the administrative
system has collapsed as
the officers and employ-
ees are on strike.

In connivance with the
police department, ille-
gal businessmen are fear-
lessly making money and
the entire population is
feeling troubled under
the Congress rule,
Baghel alleged.
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Raipur, Aug 24: 

In the massive CM
gherao programme by
BJYM on the unemploy-
ment issue just left all the
preparations made by the
police department into
quandary, as by evening
the BJYM workers were to
some extent were able to
reach near CM’s house.
During this senior BJP
leaders including former
CM Dr Raman Singh, BJP
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal,
Rajesh Munat, Saurabh
Singh, Kedar Kashyap and
others including Anurag
Singhdeo and hundreds of
other party leaders and
workers were taken into
arrest and put into a tem-
porary jail and were later
released unconditionally.

It is notable here that the
state BJYM staged ‘Halla
Bol’ protest against in-
creasing unemployment
and crime in the state.
Thousands of BJP and
BJYM workers from differ-
ent districts of state start-
ed coming since morning
and they all gathered at
RMC’s HO and after the

meeting left to gherao
CM’s house, but were ar-
rested mid-way itself.

The protestors from BJP
and BJYM broke down the
barricades put near OCM
Chowk and Kalibadi and
this resulted in major scuf-
fle between the protestors
and police. The BJP lead-
ers were able to reach very
much near to CM’s house
and were somehow
stopped by the jawans de-
ployed in large number.
The protestors were shout-
ing slogans ‘Is hunkar se
Sarkar hili, Agli se girna
tai’. BJYM National
President Tejaswi Surya
charged that the Bhupesh
government and police are
now fearful. After becom-
ing BJYM National
President he has staged
demonstrations at many
places, but the way BJYM
Chhattisgarh unit has
staged this protest has lit-
erally put the government
in state of fear. BJYM
National President said
that he hails from birth
place of Lord Shri
Hanuman and i:e
Karnataka and today he

has come to ‘nanihal’ of
Lord Shri Ram. This is the
time of struggle and to
bear beating with batons
and throw-away the ruling
government in the state, he
added. Surya on this occa-
sion charged that this is
the most corrupt of all the
governments in
Chhattisgarh and issuing
an ultimatum of 3 months,
they want government to
fill up all the vacancies in
government offices and
regularize the employees,
or else BJYM will not leave
any stone unturned to get
it done. He said that BJYM
will once again stage
protest in the month of
December and destablise
the government.

BJP State in-Charge and
national general secretary
Purandeshwari citing
about the ‘Mahabharat’

said that the way Lord Shri
Ram saved ‘Bhim’ from
‘Aalingan’ of
‘Dhritrashtra’ and now it
is Chhattisgarh which is
now in ‘Aalingan’ of
‘Dhritrashtra’ and to save
it BJYM and party work-
ers are struggling. We need
to save Chhattisgarh and
provide the people their
rights, she said, adding
that defeat of the Congress
govt in the state is for sure
and it has to depart now.

BJP State President
Arun Sao said that depar-
ture of Baghel’s govern-
ment is confirm, as from
the huge army of BJYM
and BJP workers which
has emerged in state capi-
tal, clearly proves ousting
of Baghel’s government.
From today onwards, at-
mosphere in Chhattisgarh
will change. He charged
that the Bhupesh govern-
ment has failed on all
fronts and proving to be
dictatorial and has put the
state under huge debts.
BJP National V-P and for-
mer CM Raman Singh
came down heavily against
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-

ment and appealed to
change the government
and its head and rule of
cheaters. He said for post
of less than 100 peons,
more than 2.50 lakh youth
have applied and said what
can be more shameful than
this. Raman said that they
alone are not staging
protest, but entire state is
doing it and at present 5
lakh government employ-
ees are on strike. He said
that if BJYM folds up its
sleeve, the victory in 2023
is for sure.

BJP State President
Arun Sao, Union Minister
of state Renuka Singh,
Leader of Opposition in
VS Narayan Chandel, LS
MP Sunil Soni and other
party leaders also ad-
dressed the gathering and
then took out rally and
court arrest in large num-
ber. BJYM State President
Amit Sahu said that they
all have gheraoed CM’s res-
idence against the cheat-
ing done with the youth of
the state and got full sup-
port from all the party
workers, leaders and office
bearers.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::

Minister Agriculture and
senior party leader Ravindra
Choubey and Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia have come down
heavily against the BJP on the
employment issue and has
also strongly condemned the
statement made against CM
by the BJP State in-charge D
Purandeswari. Ravindra
Choubey addressing media
persons at Raijv Bhavan said
that when there was BJP gov-
ernment in the state, the
unemployment percentage
was 22% and during the
Congress rule in the state it
has come down to 0.78%. This
clearly shows that the
Congress government in the
state tops in providing
employment to youths of
Chhattisgarh. So he ques-
tioned as to why there is
protest over the unemploy-
ment issue in the state having
very low unemployment rate. 

Speaking further Choubey
recalled that in 2014 the BJP
government has promised 2
crore employment every year
to youth and in last 8.5 years,
around 17 crore youths could
have got the employment and
questioned as to when BJYM is
planning to gherao PM’s resi-
dence on this issue? Clarifying
on this issue Choubey charged
that the BJP government at
the Centre promising employ-
ment to 2 cr youth could just
provide employment to 7.25
lakh youth in last 8.5 yrs.
Against this the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has provided employ-
ment to 5 lakh youth in just 3.5
yrs, he claimed.  On this
Choubey questioned BJP that
if the record of Modi govern-
ment is not upto the expecta-
tion, then why no movement
against the PM Modi? 

Speaking further Choubey
informed that at present total
number of persons regais-
tered in Employees’ PF is
22,58,871 and in last three &
half years, on formation of
Congress government in the
state, a total of 4,80,576 per-
sons have been added into EPF
list. This in 2019 was 1,82,424;
1,65,930 in 2020; 1,32,222 in
2021. So here the state gov-
ernment has proof of provid-
ing employment to 5 lakh
youth. It was in 2003 elections
that the BJP government has
promised unemployment
allowance of Rs 500 to each
educated unemployed youth
and after being in power for 15
yrs, BJP did not paid a single
youth Rs 500 and on this when
the BJP will beg an apology, he
questioned. 

Choubey informed that dur-
ing Congress rule, there is reg-
ular appointment being made
in the government jobs and
during BJP rule of 15 years, not
even 15 exams were organised
from State PSC and only 9
were organised, whereas in
Congress rule the state PSC
exam is being organised every
year. During BJP rule only 15
lakh farmers used to sell
paddy on MSP and the same in
Congress rule has shot upto 26
lakh farmers and this indeed is
rise in the employment.
Further Choubey questioned
as to why the BJP does not
include employment to more

than 1 lakh women from 13000
WHSGs as a means of employ-
ment and questioned as to why
it could not be created during
BJP’s rule? Then be it the case
of increasing honourarium for
collection of tendupatta, or
value addition in the prices of
forest produce from 7 to 63
products has lead to four times
increase in the employment. In
the coming three years, the
central government has fixed a
target for creating of just 10
lakh new employments and
against this the Baghel govern-
ment has provided employ-
ment to 5 lakh in last around 4
yrs and has fixed a target to
provide employment to 15 lakh
youths in the coming 5 yrs
under Chhattisgarh Rojgar
Mission. 

Choubey said that the
Bhupesh Baghel’s government
provides what is promises and
Modi government at the
Centre has failed to do so and
to cheat people and never to
fulfill their promises is the true
character of BJP, he alleged.
Shiv Kumar Daharia strongly
condemned the statement by
BJP State in-charge against
the CM on his birthday and
said that even the people of
Chhattisgarh do not think so
low of their kith and kin and
this clearly indicates that BJP
now is not in a position to fight
against Congress at political
level and so has come down to
personal level. 

Cong has provided employment
to 5 lakh youth: Choubey

In just 3.5 years and addition of 5 lakh persons in EPF stands testimony to it

Hundreds of BJYM workers, 
leaders court arrest, later released

 Major scuffle between

worker and police near

OCM, Kalibadi chowk

 All senior party leaders

and office bearers took

part in large number

Raipur, Aug 24:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has put
to rest all speculations
about being in the race for
the post of President
AICC and he made it clear
that he is not all in this
race.

Rather Baghel said that
for the post of President
AICC Rahul Gandhi is the
most eligible leader and
there cannot be any better
person to head the organi-
zation.

During this CM Baghel
also raised questions on
the works done by the
Delhi government in the
field of Education. Taking
part in the Education
Summit of English daily
in Delhi in virtual man-
ner, CM Baghel put forth
his personal views related
to Education.

Targetting the Delhi
government on education,
CM Baghel charged that
they (AAP) are spending
crores on promotion of
works of Delhi govern-
ment. But there is no
change in the infrastruc-
tural development during

Congress period in Delhi.
Baghel said that in
Chhattisgarh, the
Congress government
gives results and just do
not carry out white-wash-
ing of schools. To reach
out to remote areas in
Chhattisgarh, CM Baghel
said that many novel ini-
tiatives have been taken
by his government. The
School children are being
provided education in 16
local dialects and in the
languages of four neigh-
bouring states.

CM Baghel said that
providing education in
naxal infested
Chhattisgarh was a big

challenge and to which
the state has fulfilled by
opening 247 Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools. \

Baghel further said that
command over English
language is necessary to
have better avenues for
employment both in the
country and abroad.
Therefore the state gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh
has decided to open
English medium colleges
in the field of Higher
Education from next aca-
demic session.

To a question on inclu-
sion of patriotism in the
educational course, CM
Baghel said that patriot-
ism has different meaning
for each person. But by in-
cluding patriotism in the
School Education, the po-
litical parties should not
fix their agenda.

Putting his views on the
New Education Policy, CM
Baghel said that the edu-
cation policy should be in
favour of students and
which can instill confi-
dence among students
and be employment ori-
ented as well.

Rahul is the best leader to
head the organization: Baghel

New Education Policy should be in favour of students

Raipur, Aug 24: As the
swine flu cases climed to
128 in 40 days in the state,
the Health Department
has asked the residents to
take adequate precaution-
ary measures to avoid con-
tracting the influenza. It
asked people to cover their
nose while sneezing and
coughing with a handker-
chief or tissue.

“Wash your hands often
with soap and water, avoid
touching your eyes, nose,
or mouth, avoid visiting
crowded places and do not
take self-medication, the
health department said. It
is notable that Swine flu is
human respiratory infec-
tion caused by an influen-
za strain that started in
pigs.

On Tuesday, 14 patients
were found in the state in-
cluding the capital. This is
highest number of pa-
tients diagnosed on a sin-
gle day. 128 cases of swine
flu have been reported in

the last 40 days. At the
same time, six people have
died. According to the
Health Department, so far
maximum 67 cases have
been found in Raipur. Of
these 3 people are being
treated in the hospital. At
present 61 patients are un-
dergoing treatments in the
entire state. Even though
the health department is
claiming better arrange-
ments regarding swine flu,
the hospitals lacks ade-
quate facilities for treat-
ment. In Raipur, AIIMS
and  Ambedkar Hospital
has been made a center for
swine flu testing. But due
to non-availability of
reagent kit in Ambedkar
Hospital, the test has been
stopped which has created
a panic situation among

the patients. According to
the doctors of the Chest
Diseases and Medicine
Department of the hospi-
tal, patients with symp-
toms of swine flu are con-
tinuously reaching the
OPD, but due to lack of
tests and medicines, they
are not getting proper
treatment. Doctors told
that the infected person
had cough, runny nose,
sore throat, headache,
body ache, tiredness, vom-
iting, diarrhea, chest pain,
drop in blood pressure,
mucus with blood and
blue color of nails along
with high fever. Other
symptoms may also occur.
If symptoms of swine flu
are found, a doctor must
be consulted examined
within 24 to 48 hours.

Swine flu cases rise to 128 in 40
days, maximum 14 cases in a day
 According to the Health

Department, so far 

maximum 67 cases have

been found in Raipur. Of

these, 33 people are being

treated in the hospital.

Abhinav receives IIT
Mumbai gold medal in
Environment Science

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::  City lad
Abhinav Agrawal has received
Rajit Bhagwati Memorial Gold
medal for being the most out-
standing of the students who
completed the requirements
for the degree of Master of
Technology in Environment
Science & Engineering by
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Mumbai.

Abhinav received the gold
medal at the 60th Convocation
held recently in Mumbai. Apart
from it, he also received the
Institute Silver medal for his
academic excellence during his
post graduation course.

He has completed his B Tech
in Civil from National Institute
of Technology Raipur before
going for post graduation at IIT
Mumbai. He is son of Purani
Basti Danipara resident
Virendra Kumar Agrawal and
Seema Agrawal from Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

Manish Raj Singhania
takes over as 

FADA President
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::  Automobile deal-
ers’ body the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations
on Wednesday named Manish Raj
Singhania as its new President
for a two-year term till 2024.
Singhania is the Managing
Partner of Raipur-based Ralas
Motors and has a dealership of
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. He
had been the President of Raipur
Automobile Dealers Associations
(RADA) for the last nine years.
For over 12 years, Singhania has
been a key member of the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) Governing
Council, holding different posi-
tions and roles, particularly in
accelerating the expansion of the
association’s network. Singhania
replaces Vinkesh Gulati. FADA in
a statement also announced the
appointment of C S Vigneshwar
and Sai Giridhar as the Vice
President and Secretary, respec-
tively. “Apart from putting in all
my effort to strengthen auto
retail across the country and con-
tinuously striving to bring in a
balanced approach towards deal-
er related issues, I along with my
team will also work towards the
implementation of Auto Dealer’s
Protection Act, getting in a bal-
anced OEM-dealer agreement,”
Singhania stated. Despite the
current challenges, India has the
potential to become the global
leader in the automobile indus-
try, he added. FADA represents
more than 15,000 auto dealers
across the country.

Raipur, Aug 24: 

Five thousand people
have been benefited with-
in three days in the free
health checkup camps or-
ganised by Raipur
Municipal Corporation. In
this three-day camp organ-
ised on the birthday of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, medicines were
provided along with treat-
ment, examination and
counseling for various dis-
eases. Municipal
Corporation has now de-
cided to organise this
camp every year from
August 21st to 23rd, so that
people can get health relat-
ed benefits. Urban
Administration Minister

Shiv Dahria said that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, remarkable work
has been done in the field
of health and education in
the state. He also appreci-
ated the managers, doctors
and paramedical staff of
various hospitals includ-
ing social institutions. The
Chief Minister had attend-
ed the second day of the
camp, after which the

Urban Administration
Minister was present in
the  closing ceremony.

On this occasion, Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar said that a
large number of people
took advantage of the free
health checkup camp. Now
every year this three-day
event will be organized
prior to Chief Ministers
birthday. For contributing
to the program, volunteers
and office bearers of social

organization Badte
Kadam, managers of vari-
ous private hospitals and
their staff, sanitation
didis, paramedical staff,
officers of government
hospitals and officials of
RMC corporation were fe-
licitated with citations.
Urban Administration
Minister said that Dai Didi
Clinic is continuously
doing excellent work for
the health security of
women. Under
Dhanwantri Swasthya
Yojna, branded medicines
are being made available
to the people at 5 places in
Raipur with huge dis-
counts in MRP rates of
about 70 percent. In rural
areas, Haat Bazar clinics
are providing easy health
facilities to the villagers
on the instructions of the
Chief Minister.

Five thousand people benefited in RMCs free health checkup camp
 Health Camp to be

held every year

Lecture on Water Management
with Special Reference 

to Rain Water Harvesting held
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 24:
D e p a r t m e n t o f
Architecture, NIT
Raipur has organized an
Expert Lecture on
Wednesday on “Water
Management with
Special Reference to Rain

Water Harvesting”. Eminent speaker, Dr.
R. P. Dewangan, Ex-Deputy General
Manager (DGM), Bhilai Steel Plant, Ex-
Additional Director, and Technical Head
(Water Resources Management Cell),
Govt. of Chhattisgarh and Ex-Chairman
(Water Cell), CSVTU, Bhilai addressed all
the students and faculties upon this burn-
ing topic of water and has drawn a clear
and graphic picture of the dire need of
rainwater harvesting especially in cities.
He has also demonstrated a working
model of the rainwater harvesting sys-
tem that one can easily adopt and con-
struct in cities.
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‘To me, my fans are
like God’, says Vikram
A

ctor Vikram, lov-
ingly called
'Chiyaan' Vikram

by his fans, on Tuesday
said that to him, his fans
were like God.

Replying to a fan, who
asked him how he han-
dled fans who irritated
him with requests for pic-
tures and autographs,
Vikram, who visited
Saint Joseph College in
Trichy to promote his up-
coming film, 'Cobra', said,
"There is no question of
getting irritated by fans.
There is no chance that
will happen." The actor
said, "Even now, there
was chaos outside, and
the father of this college
asked if I had been undu-
ly troubled. I told him not
at all. This is what we
long for. I think all this
love by fans is a boon
from God. This is not
something that will hap-
pen to everybody. And so
when it does, there can be

nothing greater than that.
"It is not that I am saying
this only here. I think
fans are like God. They
are God in fact. There is
no bond between us and
our fans. They are not
going to get anything
from us. In some cases,
they are not even going to
meet us. And yet, they
tatoo our faces or names,
they donate blood and do
several other things for
our sake. "Sometimes, I
visit my fans' homes. It
will be a small home but
the place will be full of
my pictures. The love
they have for us is phe-
nomenal. I love this and I
cannot be without it.

"I want to thank all my
fans at this point for wait-
ing patiently. A film of
mine is releasing in the-
atres after three years.
The longing and the pa-
tient wait will be worth it
because 'Cobra' will make
you all happy."

T
he shoot of ace direc-
tor Shankar's long-
pending 'Indian 2',

featuring Tamil superstar
Kamal Haasan in the lead,
is to resume from
Wednesday in the city, with
Udhayanidhi Stalin's Red
Giant Movies joining in as
one of the producers along
with Lyca Productions.

Kamal Haasan an-
nounced the resumption of
the project, which got
shelved two and a half
years ago because of an ac-
cident that left three people
dead. He wrote: "Filming
for 'Indian 2' from
September. Wishing team
Shankar Shanmugham,
Subaskaran, Lyca
Productions and everyone
else involved a successful
journey. Welcome onboard
thambi Udhayanidhi
Stalin." Although shooting
will resume from
Wednesday, Kamal will
join the sets only from the
first week of September.
Udhayanidhi Stalin and
his Red Giant Movies, for
their part, tweeted" "He is

back! Presenting
Ulaganayagan Kamal
Haasan and Shankar
Shanmugham's 'Indian 2'."
Work on the film had come
to a grinding halt after a
mishap while shooting the
film left three people dead
and over 10 injured.

Kamal Haasan announces
resumption of ‘Indian 2’ shooting

Akshay had a wall full of real
faces of criminals in ‘Cuttputli’

B
ollywood star Akshay
Kumar's room in the
upcoming film

'Cuttputli' had a wall, which
had over 500 real newspaper
clippings of real stories and
faces of the criminals.

'Cuttputli' is based in a
small town where a cop is in
pursuit of the person be-
hind serial killings plaguing
a quaint town.

The film marks a scene
where Akshay researches
all the psychotic serial
killers, sitting in his room
trying to understand the
mentality and the ideology
behind the mind of the
criminal. Akshay's room
had a wall that had around
over 500 real newspaper
clippings.

Speaking about the clip-
pings and the scene, direc-
tor Ranjit M Tewari added:
"Akshay sir's character -
Arjan Sethi is obsessed with
the crime world and the
world of serial killing. He
starts the journey as a char-
acter of a filmmaker in the
Punjabi film industry, who
is obsessed and has done re-

search over seven to ten
years to make a film on the
crime world."

The director added that
when they were creating his
character's world - the house
and the setting, was very
important for the maker to
give Akshay Kumar a space
in which he feels part of
character Arjan Sethi
rather than anyone else.

"So therefore, we just
dressed up the entire wall
with newspaper cuttings

and photographers of real
people, so that he gets a feel
to it while shooting, that he
has lived this life, that he
has been part of this life."
Tiwari shared that the art
department, production de-
signers and ADs, all came
together and decided to find
the real images, and real
newspaper articles written
on them, so that they could
setup the space to make him
feel a part of Arjan Sethi as
much as he could.
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IAF BAND PERFORMS

Indian Armed Forces band performs at a concert of military orchestras of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) member states on the sidelines of defence ministers’ meet, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
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Islamabad, Aug 24 (PTI):

C a s h - s t r a p p e d
Pakistan government
has decided to seek inter-
national help to under-
take relief and rehabili-
tation efforts in parts of
the country inundated by
devastating floods that
has claimed over 800
lives and left thousands
homeless.

The decision was made
on Tuesday during an ur-
gent briefing on the flood
emergency by the
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), the top nation-
al body having the man-
date to deal with calami-
ties.

Unable to cope with
the debilitating impact,
the government has de-
cided to launch an inter-
national appeal seeking
funds for relief and reha-
bilitation for flood-hit
people and restoration of
damaged infrastructure,
according to an official

statement. Planning
minister Ahsan Iqbal
who chaired the meeting
said that 830 were killed
and at least 1,348 injured,
while thousands are left
homeless across the
country.

Prime Minister Sheh
baz Sharif has an-
nounced Rs 25,000 to
flood-affected people
while appealing to the
nation to extend help. He
said the government was
providing Rs 37.2 billion
to the people in aid.

The current relief op-
eration needs Rs 80 bil-
lion and hundreds of bil-
lions of rupees also re-
quired to overcome the
losses as well as for reha-
bilitation of the victims,
he said in a message.

Earlier on Monday, the
government decided to
hold a donors’ confer-
ence to get money for the
flood victims.

Meanwhile, the
European Union agreed
to provide Rs 76 million

for crucial humanitarian
assistance which will
focus on addressing the
urgent needs of those
most affected in some of
the hardest-hit districts
of Jhal Magsi and
Lasbela, according to the
statement.

The EU funding will
help get vital assistance
to the most vulnerable
people to support them
during this hard time, it
said.

Floods triggered by the
monsoon rains have
killed at least 830 people
and destroyed properties
and crops worth billion
of rupees since July.

The seasonal rains
continue to wreak havoc,
especially in Balochistan
and Sindh province, the
worst hit areas. The in-
cessant downpour has
also impacted Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and at
least three regions of
Punjab. Gilgit-Baltistan
has also reported rains
and flood-related losses.

Pakistan to seek international
help for flood relief

China broadens
visa availability 

as pandemic 
concerns ease

Beijing, Aug 24 (AP):
China is easing its tight
restrictions on visas after
it largely suspended issu-
ing them to foreign stu-
dents and others more
than two years ago at the
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The website of the
Chinese Embassy in India
said the updated proce-
dures would take effect
from Wednesday, without
making a specific mention
of vaccine requirements
or proof of a negative test
for the virus.

China still requires
those arriving from
abroad be quarantined at
a hotel or private home
and proof of a negative
test is required for entry
to many public and com-
mercial spaces.

The easing of visa re-
strictions is significant for
Indian students, especial-
ly those pursuing degrees
in medicine that are far
more affordable in China
than in Western nations.

Mombasa, Aug 24 (AP):
In Kenya’s semi-arid
Makueni County, 50-year-
old Purity Kinyili used to
spend most of her time
travelling for water and
firewood to sustain her
family and farmland.

But then the govern-
ment set up an initiative to
install solar energy in
rural towns, so she got
hold of the easy-to-install
panels, set them up and
sunk a solar-powered bore-
hole. Now her once dry
land has turned a lush

green, and she’s even got
enough power left over for
electricity in her home.

Access to more and
cleaner energy while con-
tinuing to grow economi-
cally will be a top priority
for African nations in the
upcoming United Nations
climate conference in
November, top officials
and climate experts on the
continent said. As part of
the Africa’s goal for what’s
called a just transition en-
suring that the buildout of
clean energy is fair and in-

clusive the African Union
wants to boost access to
electricity and clean cook-
ing resources to hundreds
of millions of people.

It’s estimated that 600
million people out of 1.4
billion living on the conti-
nent don’t have electricity,
with 900 million lacking
access to cleaner cooking
fuels. But some experts
argue that improving liv-
ing standards means that
Africa will, at least tem-
porarily, have to increase
its output of fossil fuels.

For clean energy, financial
growth, Africa looks to UN talks

Sao Paulo (Brazil), Aug
24 (PTI): India and Brazil
are not only partners but
can share best practices
for their  mutual growth
and progress, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said as he
interacted with promi-
nent businessmen here
on his maiden official
visit. Jaishankar is on an
official visit to Brazil,
Paraguay, and Argentina
from August 22-27. This is
his first-ever official visit
to South America.

“A useful interaction at
LIDE, an association of
entrepreneurs of Brazil.
Networking of estab-
lished Brazilian entrepre-
neurs with a growing
Indian presence in Brazil
was visible.

India & Brazil are not
only partners but can
share best practices for
their mutual growth &
progress,” Jaishanakar
tweeted on Tuesday.
“Visited Federation of
Industries of the State of
S o Paulo, the largest
Industry association of
Brazil. Presentations

from WEG, @embraer
and UNICA reaffirmed
the significant opportuni-
ties exist for greater busi-
ness cooperation,” he
tweeted.

“Visited Fiesp,
Federation of Industries
of the State of Sao Paulo,
the biggest industry asso-
ciation of Latin America.
Presentations from WEG,
Embraer and UNICA
reaffirmed the significant
opportunities that exist
for greater business coop-
eration. Business is the
ballast that provides
steady sailing for rela-
tionships,” he said in an-
other tweet.

On Monday, Jaishankar
concluded his first-ever
official visit to Paraguay
and held talks with the
country’s leadership and
vowed to strengthen bilat-
eral ties. He inaugurated
the Indian Embassy in
the capital city, Asuncion.
The embassy of India in
Asuncion was jointly in-
augurated by Jaishankar
and his Paraguay coun-
terpart Julio Cesar
Arriola.

India, Brazil can share
best practices for mutual
growth: EAM Jaishankar

BBeeiirruutt,,  AAuugg  2244  ((AAPP))::

The U.S. military said early
Wednesday it carried out
airstrikes in eastern Syria that
targeted areas used by mili-
tias backed by Iran’s paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard.

There was no immediate
acknowledgment by Syria’s
state-run media of the strikes
hitting Deir Ez-Zor. Iran as
well did not acknowledge the
attack. Opposition war moni-
tor the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and activist

collective Deir Ezzor 24 said
the airstrikes targeted the
Ayash Camp run by the
Fatimiyoun group made up of
Shiite fighters from
Afghanistan. 

The war monitor reported
that at least six Syrian and
foreign militants were killed
in the airstrikes. The U.S. mil-
itary’s Central Command said
the strikes took proportion-
ate, deliberate action intend-
ed to limit the risk of escala-
tion and minimize the risk of
casualties.

US airstrikes target 
militia-controlled areas in east Syria

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  AAuugg  2244  ((PPTTII))::

US President Joe Biden has
appointed more than 130
Indian-Americans to key posi-
tions in his administration so
far, the best representation
from the community that
makes up around one per cent
of the American population. In
doing so he has not only ful-
filled his promise to the com-
munity that he had made as a
presidential candidate in 2020,
but also shattered the record of
his predecessor Donald Trump
who had appointed more than
80 Indian-Americans and his
previous boss Barack Obama,

who had appointed over 60
Indian-Americans to key posi-
tions during his eight years of
presidency. More than 40
Indian-Americans has been
elected at various state and
federal levels including four in
the US House of
Representatives. Not to miss
the more than 20 Indian-
Americans leading top US com-
panies. 

While the first-ever presi-
dential appointment was done
during the time of Ronald
Regan, this time Biden has
appointed Indian-Americans to
almost all departments and
agencies of his administration.

Record over 130 Indian-Americans at
key positions in Biden administration

W hen Russian President
Vladimir Putin invaded

Ukraine on Feb. 24 in an unprovoked
act of aggression, many expected a
quick victory. Six months later, the
largest military conflict in Europe
since World War II has turned into a
grinding war of attrition. The
Russian offensive has largely
bogged down as Ukrainian forces in-
creasingly target key facilities far
behind the front lines, including in
Russia-occupied Crimea.

AA  llooookk  aatt  wwhheerree  tthhiinnggss  ssttaanndd::

AA  BBOOTTCCHHEEDD  BBLLIITTZZ
When Putin declared the start of

the special military operation, he
urged Ukraine's military to turn
against the government in Kyiv, re-
flecting the Kremlin's belief that the
population would broadly welcome
the invaders. Some of the Russian
troops coming in from Moscow's
ally of Belarus, just 200 kilometers
(about 125 miles) north of the capi-
tal, reportedly brought their parade
uniforms with them in preparation
for a quick triumph. Those hopes
were quickly shattered by fierce
Ukrainian resistance, backed by
Western-supplied weapons systems
to the government of President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Airborne troops sent to seize air-
fields around Kyiv suffered heavy
losses and armored convoys
stretching along the main highway

leading to the capital were pum-
meled by Ukrainian artillery and
scouts. Despite numerous attacks
on Ukrainian air bases and air de-
fense assets, the Russian air force
has failed to win full control of the
skies and suffered heavy losses, lim-
iting its ability to support ground
forces. One month into the war,
Moscow pulled its troops back from
areas near Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv
and other major cities in a tacit ac-
knowledgment of the blitz's failure.

SSHHIIFFTTIINNGG  BBAATTTTLLEEGGRROOUUNNDDSS
The Kremlin then shifted its focus

to the Donbas, Ukraine's eastern in-
dustrial heartland, where Moscow-
backed separatists had been fight-
ing government troops since 2014
following Russia's annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula.

Relying on their massive edge in
artillery, Russian forces inched for-
ward in ferocious battles that dev-
astated the region. The strategic
port of Mariupol on the Sea of Azov
that became a symbol of Ukrainian
resistance fell in May after a nearly
three-month siege that reduced the
city to ruins.

More than 2,400 Mariupol de-
fenders who holed up at the giant
Azovstal steel mill later surrendered
and were taken prisoner. At least 53
of them died last month in an explo-
sion at a prison in eastern Ukraine
that Moscow and Kyiv blamed on
each other.

The Russians have taken control
of the entire Luhansk region, one of
two provinces that make up the
Donbas, and also seized just over
half of the second, Donetsk. Russia
currently occupies about 20% of
Ukraine's territory.

Putin will try to bite one piece of
Ukrainian territory after another to
strengthen his negotiating stand,
said Mykola Sunhurovskyi, a mili-
tary analyst with the Kyiv-based
Razumkov Center think-tank. His
message to Ukraine is: If you don't

sit down for talks now, things will
get worse and we will take even
more of your territory and kill even
more of your people. He's trying to
raise not only external but also in-
ternal pressure on the Ukrainian
government.

UUKKRRAAIINNIIAANN  SSUUCCCCEESSSSEESS
Western weapons, including U.S.

HIMARS multiple rocket launcher s,
have boosted Ukraine's military's
capability, allowing it to target
Russian munitions deports, bridges
and other key facilities with preci-
sion and impunity.

In a major symbolic victory in
April, the flagship of Russia's Black
Sea Fleet, the Moskva missile cruis-
er, exploded and sank while on pa-
trol after reportedly being hit by a
Ukrainian missile. That dealt a
heavy blow to Russia's pride and
forced it to limit naval operations.

Another big win for Ukraine came
when Russian troops pulled back
from strategic Snake Island, located
on shipping lanes near Odesa, fol-
lowing relentless Ukrainian attacks.
The retreat reduced the threat of a
seaborne Russian attack on Odesa,
helping pave the way for a deal to
resume Ukrainian grain exports.

LLIIVVEESS  LLOOSSTT  AANNDD  DDIISSRRUUPPTTEEDD
Both Russia and Ukraine mostly

focus on the casualties they inflict
on each other, avoiding mention of
their own losses. But Ukraine's mili-
tary chief, Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi,
said Monday that nearly 9,000
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed
in action. 

The Russian Defense Ministry last
reported its casualties on March 25,
one month into the war, when it
said 1,351 soldiers had been killed
and 3,825 were wounded.

Western estimates of Russian
dead have ranged from more than
15,000 to over 20,000 more than the
Soviet Union lost during its 10-year
war in Afghanistan. The Pentagon

said last week that between 70,000
to 80,000 Russian troops have been
killed or wounded in action losses
that have eroded Moscow's capabil-
ity to conduct big offensives.

WWHHAATT''SS  NNEEXXTT??
The war's outcome will depend

on the ability of Russia and Ukraine
to muster additional resources.

While Ukraine has conducted mo-
bilization and declared a goal to
form a 1 million-member military,
Russia has continued to rely on a
limited contingent of volunteers. an
approach reflecting Kremlin fears
that a mass mobilization could fuel
discontent and destabilize the coun-
try.

Moscow has opted for interim
steps, trying to encourage people to
sign contracts with the military, in-
creasingly engaging private con-
tractors such as the Wagner Group,
and even rounding up some prison-
ers for service half-measures un-
able to meet the needs for any big
offensives.

Unless Russia mobilizes its popu-
lation and mobilizes its industry, it
cannot bring to bear the weight of
people and industry in order to cre-
ate a much bigger, more effective
force, and therefore, it will have to
consider how it hangs on to what it
has already taken, retired British
Gen. Richard Barrons said. Ukraine
also lacks resources for any quick
reclamation of its territory, with
Barrons estimating it could take
well into next year to amass a force
capable of driving the Russians out.

It can only do it if the West pro-
vides political will, money at about 5
to 6 billion a month, weapons like
long-range artillery, the ammunition
that supports that artillery and then
enables the logistics and medical
support that allows Ukraine to build
a million-strong army, said Barrons,
co-chair of the consulting group
Universal Defence & Security
Solutions.
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Health business
The other day I was watching

an interview of Sanjay Dutt where
he was talking about his battle
with cancer and how he fought
the deadly disease with his iron-
clad determination. In the inter-
view he claims that the pharma
companies have a cure for cancer
but they do not divulge any infor-
mation regarding this as they are
earning unimaginable money out
of it. If this be true then this will
be the biggest crime against hu-
manity. An actor of his stature
would not claim something like
that on a public platform without
any knowledge. He is a cancer
survivor and he has seen the
hush-hush areas of this world. I
would like to urge the pharma
companies that if they have any-
thing of this sort which would
provide relief to lacs of families
then they should make it avail-
able to each and everyone.
Making a business out others’
miseries is not business but
crime. And if Sanjay Dutt is mak-
ing false claims, he should eat his
words. 

NNooooppuurr  BBaarruuaahh,,  TTeezzppuurr  

Supreme Court on
Baba Ramdev

Again Baba Ramdev is in pic-
ture for making unpleasant re-
marks against Allopathy and this
time advisory has been issued by
chief justice of India to refrain
from making such undesirable re-
marks.The Supreme Court
slammed Baba Ramdev for adver-
tisements against modern medi-
cine system like Allopathy and
asked "What's the guarantee that
ayurveda will cure all diseases ?
"What happened to Baba
Ramdev? He can popularise his
system but why should he criti-
cise other systems? We all re-
spect him and he popularised
yoga. He can not refuse the doc-
tor system and he must exercise
restraint in abusing other systems
CJI remarked. "Why give these
huge advt saying doctors are
killers?He can not abuse the doc-
tors and systems like this. The
IMA in its plea had stated that
Patanjali's advertisements, which
made claims to "cure" Covid -19
and made claims against allo-
pathic medicine had negatively
impacted the medical profession
and "spread misinformation"
among the "gullible common
public who shall suffer the conse-
quences of this misinformation
campaign."

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

DA&FW needs 
to speed up

The Department Of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare should come
up with answers for difficult ques-
tions on farming as soon as possi-
ble, including measures to make
Minimum Support Price more ef-
fective and transparent. DA&FW
needs to develop ways to support
farming with very less money, in-
cluding organic and natural farm-
ing practises to raise in the nation
and also making micro irrigation
farmer oriented. Additionally, crop
trends should be studied, and pro-
vide directions to farmers for the
crops which has to be changed so
as to reflect the changing needs
of the nation. It also needs to de-
velop ways to diversify crops in
difficult terrain and dry lands as
well. It should continue to look for
ways to achieve nation farmer's
consensus. 

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  25,  2022

Houses submerged by a swollen river after release of a large amount of water from the Kota dam owing to heavy mon-
soon rainfall, in Kota, Wednesday, Aug 24. The flood situation worsened in four districts of the Kota division as the con-
stant release of large amounts of water from Kota Barrage and Kalisindh caused Parvan and Parvati rivers to swell lead-
ing to submerging of several villages in low-lying areas.

EXPLAINER: Where Ukraine war stands after 6 months

FLOOD IN KOTA

Laura Boubert

W hat determines how
generous a person

you are? Could it be how
much money you have? How
kind you are? Or maybe it
comes down to your values.
These all seem reasonable as-
sumptions, but a new study
from Berkeley University
suggests something that feels
as trivial as how well you've
slept lately can also affect
how willing you are to help
other people on any given day.
It found sleep deprivation
leads to a reduction in gen-
erosity.

The researchers tested how
kind people were when they
were tired in three different
ways. In the first study, they
deprived 21 volunteers of
sleep for 24 hours, then asked
them how willing they would
be to help in a range of sce-

narios such as helping a
stranger carry their shop-
ping bags.

They asked the partici-
pants to repeat the altruism
questionnaire after a normal
night's sleep. The researchers
also studied the 21 partici-
pants' brain activity levels
using fMRI imaging.

Next, 171 volunteers re-
cruited online kept a diary of
their sleep before doing the
same questionnaire. For both
experiments the researchers
found that tired participants
scored lower on the altruism
questionnaire. This was the
case regardless of partici-
pants' empathy traits and
whether the person they
were supposed to help was a
stranger or someone familiar
to them.

Finally, the researchers
analysed over 3.8 million
charity donations made in

the US before and after the
clocks were changed for sum-
mer, which causes everyone
to loose an hour's sleep.
Donations decreased by 10
per cent in the days after the
clocks changed compared to
the weeks before and after
the transition.

The fMRI imaging analysis
found sleep deprivation
seems to be connected to re-
duced activity in the area of
the brain linked to social cog-
nition, which regulates our
social interactions with oth-
ers. The change in brain ac-
tivity was not related to sleep
quality, only to quantity. The
good news is this effect is
short lived, and disappears
once we return to our normal
sleep pattern.

It's long been established
that sleep is critical to many
aspects of our health and
wellbeing. This was famously

demonstrated in 1959, when
the American DJ Peter Tripp
stayed awake to broadcast
live from New York's Time
Square for 201 hours continu-
ously. Peter's record was beat-
en in 1964 by Randy Gardner,
a teenager who stayed awake
for 260 hours (nearly 11 days)
for a school science fair proj-
ect.

Randy and Peter appeared
well throughout their experi-
ences. But as the challenge
progressed they began to slur
their speech, were confused
at times and struggled to
complete simple tasks such
as reciting the alphabet.

Both also had vivid halluci-
nations. Peter saw cobwebs
in his shoes and believed a
desk drawer had burst into
flames.

We now know that sleep
deprivation is linked to men-
tal health problems including

hallucinations and psychosis.
Peter and Randy seemed to
recover from their ordeals,
but research shows that se-
vere long term sleep depriva-
tion can lead to lasting neuro-
logical problems.

Since Peter and Randy's
stunts, research has found
sleep deprivation affects most
aspects of our behaviour, not
least our basic thinking
skills, like memory and deci-
sion making. Back in 1988,
the Association of
Professional Sleep Societies
published a report in the jour-
nal Sleep, warning that poor
sleep leads to an increased
risk of having an accident,
such as a road collision or a
DIY mishap at home.

- Laura Boubert
Principal Lecturer in

Psychology, University of
Westminster
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MARK MASLIN

I ndia ranks third, after the United States and China in organ
transplantation and has made significant progress in building

capacity for rare transplants in addition to enhancement of relative-
ly common transplants of kidney, liver, and heart. Despite the estab-
lishment of an organized system in the country for organ procure-
ment from deceased donors, distribution and transplantation to
needy patients, bridging the wide gap between transplants require-
ment and availability of organs continues to be a huge challenge. An
estimated 2 lakh people die due to renal failure every year in India
while around 9,000 kidney transplants are done with only about
10% of kidney transplants from deceased donors and 90% from liv-
ing donors. Official data paints a similarly gloomy picture of a huge
gap between organ donation and demand in respect of liver trans-
plants and heart transplants. While over 2 lakh people die from liver
failure or liver cancer every year in the country, timely liver trans-
plants can save about 25,000 to 30,000 patients but around 2,000
liver transplants are done due to unavailability of donors and high
costs. In sharp contrast to Western countries in which decease
donors account for about 90% of the transplant, living donors ac-
count for about 80% of transplantation which speaks volumes about
the low level of awareness on deceased organ donation despite the
existence of the required legal framework. Recommendation by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee, on Health and Family Welfare,
for the continuation of the National Organ Transplant Programme
(NOTP) till 2026 is expected to increase deceased organ donation
and augment transplant infrastructure over the next four years. Key
objectives of MOTP include organizing an efficient mechanism for
organ and tissue procurement/retrieval especially from deceased
donors and their distribution for transplantation, promoting de-
ceased organ and tissue donation including pledging for the same,
and spreading awareness about various aspects of organs and tis-
sue transplantation among the public at large. Establishing and
maintaining a national registry of organ and tissue donation and
transplantation and developing an effective transport system for
rapid and safe transportation of organs and tissues within and
across the cities, as envisaged in strategies for the programme is
critical to achieving the desired objectives. Brain Stem death is rec-
ognized as a legal death in India under the Transplantation of
Human Organs and Tissues Act and has revolutionized the concept
of organ donation after death. NOTP Guidelines explain that organ
donation is practically possible in the situation of Brain stem death a
victim of a road traffic accident or cerebrovascular accidents etc.,
where the brain stem is dead and a person cannot breathe on his
own but can be maintained through a ventilator, oxygen, fluids etc.,
to keep the heart and other organs working and functional. After
natural cardiac death, only a few organs/tissues can be donated
(like cornea, bone, skin and blood vessels) whereas after brain stem
death almost 8-9 organs, including vital organs such as kidneys,
heart, liver, pancreas, lungs, small intestine and many types of tis-
sues like cornea, skin, heart valves, bones etc., can be donated. The
establishment of the National Organ and Tissue Transplant
Organization (NOTTO) in New Delhi, five Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organizations (ROTTOs) and sixteen State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organizations (SOTTOs) have helped build the
ecosystem for the promotion of organ donation in the country.
From a deceased donor, the heart can be transplanted within 4-6
hours, lungs within 4-8 hours, liver within 12-15 hours, pancreas
within 12-24 hours, kidneys within 24-48 hours and intestine within
6-10 hours which requires a smooth communication between the
apex body and regional and state transplant organisation to ensure
that donated organs are quickly and safely transported and trans-
planted on those patients who need them most urgently. The num-
ber of persons who have pledged for organ and/or tissue donation
with NOTTO swelling to more than 14 lakhs speaks volumes about
the growing awareness of organ donation and awareness about the
legal framework of Brain Stem death will encourage family mem-
bers of Brain-stem dead to donate the organs to save lives of many.
A person legally in possession of the deceased person including a
parent, spouse, son/ daughter or brother/sister can sign the con-
sent form to give consent for the removal of organs. Awareness
campaign for whole body donation or organ donation after one's
death for transplantation and medical training and research has
gained ground in the country. The awareness needs to be scaled up
to the next level through a special focus on the importance of brain-
stem death in organ transplantation. Strengthening the implemen-
tation of the NOTP at state levels for infrastructure development,
the building required human resources and advocacy requires mak-
ing organ donation a popular social movement. Preventing and
controlling the diseases which cause organ failure should also be
prioritized to reduce the demand for transplantation so that the
gap between demand and availability of organs for transplant can
also be reduced.

Organ donation awareness 

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is disheartening to learn that people are in a panic as med-
ical practitioners are warning about a mysterious virus known

as the "tomato flu," that is spreading across the country. This novel,
highly contagious virus that has been discovered in Kerala is what
causes tomato fever, according to a study that was published re-
cently in the Lancet Respiratory Journal. In several areas, the virus is
thought to primarily infect infants between the ages of 1 and 5. To
date, apart from Kerala, Tamilnadu, and Odisha, no other regions in
India have been affected by the virus," says a report published in
The Lancet. The report made it very obvious that, to date, the virus
has not spread to any other parts of India except Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and Odisha. This new rare viral infection is in an endemic state and
is considered non-life threatening.The infection causes rashes, skin
irritation and dehydration, and painful blisters, and sometimes it
may be fatal as well, according to doctors. Early signs include a high
fever, tiredness, body aches, and extremely painful joint pain. These
symptoms are followed by red blisters that resemble monkey pox-
like lesions and slowly enlarge to the size of a fruit. The symptoms
also match those of COVID-19, dengue, chikungunya, the flu, and
hand, foot, and mouth disease, thus before someone is identified as
having tomato flu, numerous tests are performed to rule out many
other possibilities. Notably, the illness does not offer any significant
risks for life. The self-limiting, non-lethal tomato flu can be treated
by unwinding, drinking lots of fluids, and sponging the rash with hot
water. There is currently no test or treatment for the virus. The best
way to stop further transmission and defend yourself against the
tomato flu virus, according to the researchers, is to isolate infected
cases, maintain good hygiene, sanitize the nearby items or environ-
ment, and prevent infected children from coming into contact with
items shared with uninfected children. The easiest approach to pre-
vent the flu is therefore, to practice good cleanliness, and parents
are urged to seek assistance from a health professional if they see
any symptoms in their children.

Follow preventive measures

Tiredness can change how 
generous you are new research
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New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

He doesn't find any par-
ticular pattern to his pro-
longed slump in form un-
like 2014, but then to suc-
ceed in international
cricket for as long as Virat
Kohli has, it couldn't have
happened without his abil-
ity to counter adversities.

The former India skip-
per has gone without an
international hundred
across formats for nearly
three years now but he
feels that there isn't much
scope for course correc-
tion.

The reason being that he
isn't having any particular
technical problem like one
he had during England
tour of 2014 when he was
poking at deliveries on off-
stum,p channel.

"I know where my game
stands and you cannot run
this far in your interna-
tional career without hav-
ing the ability to counter
situations and counter
conditions and counter
different kinds of bowling.
So, this for me, is an easier
phase to process, but I
don't want to put this
phase behind me," Kohli
said on Star Sports show
'Game Plan'.

He then spoke how a pat-
tern of dismissals was de-

tected on that tour and
then after technical adjust-
ments scored nearly 600

runs during the tour of
2018. "What happened in
England was a pattern, so

something that I could
work on and something
that I had to kind of over-
come. Right now, as you
rightly mentioned, there is
nothing that you can point
out saying that the prob-
lem is happening here,"
Kohli noted. However of
late, Kohli has got out in
every possible manner, to
rising deliveries, to fuller
balls, to swinging deliver-
ies, to cutters, off-spin, leg-
spin and left-arm spin.

He feels that when there
aren't any patterns, that's
the best thing to have hap-
pened.

"So, that for me, is actu-
ally an easier thing to
process because I know
that I'm batting well and at
times, when I start feeling
that rhythm back, then I
know that I'm batting well.

"So, that for me is not an
issue, which wasn't the
case in England (2014). I
didn't feel like I was bat-
ting well at all. So, I had to
work hard on one thing
that could be exposed
again and again which I
overcame; right now this
is not the case," he added.

As he gets ready for the
Asia Cup, Kohli knows
that he will have to fight
these ups and downs
which are part and parcel
of an elite sportsman's life.

Wouldn't have come this far in
int'l cricket without ability to

counter situations: Virat Kohli
Tokyo, Aug 24 (PTI):

Last edition's runner-
up Kidambi Srikanth on
Wednesday crashed out of
the World
Championships after a
straight game defeat to
world number 32 Zhao
Jun Peng here.

Kidambi went down
against his Chinese coun-
terpart 18-21, 17-21 in a
match lasting only 34
minutes.

The 29-year-old was out
of sorts in the opening
game as it took only 12
minutes for Zhao to take a
1-0 lead in the match.

The Indian, already on
the back foot, tried to up
the ante in the second
game and led 16-14 but too
many unforced errors
helped Zhao secure the
victory.

In other matches, reign-
ing Commonwealth
Games champion
Lakshya Sen sailed into
the men's singles pre-
quarterfinals with a
straight game win over
Spain's Luis Penalver.

The young Indian bad-
minton ace Sen won his
second round contest 21-
17 21-10, taking 72 min-
utes to complete the for-
mality.

After trailing 3-4, the
ninth seeded Sen grabbed
a six-point lead to be 13-7.
The Indian continued to
stay ahead before com-

fortably wrapping up the
first game. Sen, a world
championship bronze
medallist, then main-
tained his stranglehold
over the Spanish shuttler
and won the second game
by a bigger margin.

In the second game, the
first six points were
shared between the two
players, but the 21-year-
old Indian pulled ahead
riding on his superior
play.

Enjoying a massive
nine-point lead at one
stage of the second game,
it was only a matter of

time before Sen complet-
ed the job.

Earlier, the Indian
men's doubles pair of M R
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila
moved to the pre-quarter-
finals but Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy made a second
round exit from the pres-
tigious tournament.

The unseeded Arjun
and Kapila upstaged
eighth seeds and last edi-
tion's bronze medallists
Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen of
Denmark 21-17 21-16 in
their second round

match. They will face Hee
Yong Kai Terry and Loh
Kean Hean of Singapore
next.

Ponnappa and Sikki, on
the other hand, were
handed a 21-15 21-10 loss
by top seeds Chen Qing
Chen and Jia Yi Fan of
China in 42 minutes.

The other women's dou-
bles pairing of Pooja
Dandu and Sanjana
Santosh's also crashed
out of the tournament,
going down to third seeds
Lee So Hee and Shin
Seung Chan of Korea 15-
21 7-21.

BWF Worlds: Sen into 
pre-quarters; Srikanth loses

Winston-Salem, Aug 24 (AP):

Dominic Thiem, playing
in his first tournament on
American soil since win-
ning the 2020 U.S. Open, de-
feated top-seeded Grigor
Dimitrov in the second
round of the Winston-
Salem Open after Dimitrov
retired because of dizzi-
ness.

Dimitrov was leading
the match 6-0, 2-4 at the
time.

That's not the way I want
to win a match, especially
against Grigor, Thiem said.

Thiem reached a career-

high No. 3 in the world
rankings in March of 2020
and remained in the top
five until injuring his right
wrist 14 months ago.

Maxime Cressy of the
United States, the No. 4
seed, moved into the third
round with a 6-3, 6-3 win
over Australia's James
Duckworth, and fellow
American Steve Johnson
defeated No. 12 seed Pedro
Martinez of Mexico 7-6 (2),
6-2. Fifth-seeded Lorenzo
Musetti from Italy was
upset in the second round
by France's Richard
Gasquet 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-1, and

No. 6 seed Nikoloz
Basilashvili from Georgia
fell to Brazil's Thiago
Monteiro 6-4, 6-1.

Gasquet's countrymen
Adrian Mannarino and
Benjamin Bonzi also ad-
vanced with second-round
wins, capping a big day for
France. Mannarino defeat-
ed ninth-seeded Emil
Ruusuvuori of Finland 6-4,
6-1, while the 10th-seeded
Bonzi eliminated
Germany's Peter
Gojowczyk 6-4, 6-2.

Australia's Jack Draper
and Jason Kubler also won,
along with Serbia's Laslo
Djere, who beat 16th-seeded
Joao Sousa of Portugal 4-6,
6-3, 7-6 (5).

In doubles action, the
No. 1 seeded team of
Nikola Mektic and Mate
Pavic from Croatia ad-
vanced with a 6-4, 6-3 win
over Ukrainian-
Kazakhstani's Aleksandr
Nedovyesov and Pakistan's
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi.
However, second-seeded
Ivan Dodig of Croatia and
Austin Krajicek of the
United States were ousted
by Simone Bolelli of Italy
and Marcelo Melo of Brazil
6-4, 7-6 (3).

Thiem wins in Winston-Salem after
top seed Dimitrov retires

Dubai, Aug 24 (PTI):

Indian opener Shubhman Gill has
jumped a whopping 45 places to be
ranked 38th in the ICC ODI rankings
released on Wednesday.

The 22-year-old youngster had a
memorable outing in the recently
concluded three-match ODI series
against Zimbabwe that also saw him
scoring his maiden ton (130 off 97
balls) in the last game in Harare.

Meanwhile, former Indian skip-
per Virat Kohli, who did not feature
in the ODI series against Zimbabwe,
held on to his fifth position with a
rating points of 744.

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma,
who was also rested in the series
against Zimbabwe, was static in the
sixth spot.

However, veteran batter Shikhar
Dhawan who also had a decent out-
ing against the Southern African na-
tion (154 runs in three matches) that
saw him scoring two half centuries
in the first and third games respec-
tively, lost a spot to be ranked 12th in
the latest rankings.

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam has
contnued his lead as the top-ranked
ODI batter in the world (891) and is
distantly followed by South African
Rassie van der Dussen (789).

In the bowling chart, New Zealand
star pacer Trent Boult remains on
top while the all-rounder's list is led
by Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan.

ICC ODI Rankings: Gill jumps 45 places
to 38th; Kohli remains static in fifth

Sania Mirza pulls out of
US Open due to injury

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

Star Indian tennis
player Sania Mirza has
pulled out of the upcom-
ing US Open doubles
event due to an injury
that she had sustained
two weeks back in
Canada, a development
which will lead to a
change in her retirement
plans.

The 35-year-old Sania
said in an Instagram post
that she had injured her-
self during the Canadian
Open in Toronto this
month and the scans
showed a torn tendon.

"Hi guys, a quick up-
date. I just have some not
so great news. I hurt my
forearm/elbow while
playing in Canada two
weeks ago and obviously
didn't realise how bad it
was until got my scans
yesterday and unfortu-
nately I have in fact torn
a little bit of my tendon,"
Sania said in the
Instagram post.

"I will be out for weeks

and have pulled out of
the US Open," she wrote.

The US Open is sched-
uled to be held from
August 29 to September
11.

Sania, who had earlier
expressed her intention
to call it quits towards
the end of the 2022 sea-
son, said she will change
her retirement plans.

"This isn't ideal and is
terrible timing and it will
change some of my re-
tirement plans but I will
keep you all posted," she
said.

After reaching the
semifinals of the
women's doubles event in
Toronto with Madison
Keys, Sania also played at
last week's Cincinnati
Open.

Sania won the
Australian Open,
Wimbledon and US Open
women's doubles crown
once each, besides win-
ning one title each in the
Australian Open, French
Open and US Open mixed
doubles.

Rhythm
Sangwan wins
25m pistol trial

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

Haryana continued their domi-
nance in the national shooting
selection trials as the in-form
Rhythm Sangwan won the
women's 25m pistol competition
here on Wednesday. She shot 31
hits in the medal round to leave
behind Maharashtra's Abhidnya
Ashok Patil who had 27 to her
name. Delhi teenager Naamya
Kapoor was third with 22 hits at
the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting
Range. Rhythm finished on top
of the 93-woman qualification
field with a score of 585 after
her allotted 60 shots. Abhidnya
was fifth with 577, and Naamya
sixth, with 575. Abhidnya did
finish ahead of Rhythm in the
semis (on countback) with 11
hits each, but was no match for
her in the final.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

India opener Mayank
Agarwal has included the
sweep and reverse sweep
shots in his game, which he
uses even against the pac-
ers, to get his white-ball ca-
reer back on track.

Agarwal, who started his
international career with
Test cricket, was originally
not included in the Indian
team for the fifth resched-
uled game in England in
July. He later flew to

Birmingham as cover for
injured K L Rahul.

On the white ball front
too, he has had endured a
tough run. Leading Punjab
Kings in the IPL, he could
only score 196 runs in 12 in-
nings at a strike rate of
122.50. While Punjab have
parted ways with head
coach Anil Kumble after
three seasons, Agarwal
might get to keep his job for
the 2023 season.

"In the last four months,
I've really worked hard on

my batting. As you can see,
I've started sweeping and
reverse-sweeping the ball,
that too against the fast
bowlers. I've opened up
four-five areas in my game
which are paying rich divi-
dends. I am very happy that
the hard work I put in is
paying off now," Agarwal
told ESPNcricinfo.

"Getting two hundreds in
a T20 tournament like the
Maharaja Trophy feels
amazing. It feels really nice
when the players respond to
you the way you want.
Obviously runs behind my
back really makes me feel
good and then I can lead
from the front," said
Agarwal.

After 21 Tests and five
ODIs, Agarwal faces uncer-
tainty in his international
career. "I am somebody who
isn't going to give up,"
Agarwal said about his in-
ternational future. "I am
going to keep chasing it and
improve my game with
each passing day.

Agarwal employs sweep shots to get
white-ball career back on track

Dubai, Aug 24 (PTI):

Former Australian all-
rounder Shane Watson
feels Virat Kohli will be
mentally and physically
rejuvenated after a month-
long break from cricket
ahead of the Asia Cup,
starting later this week.

Kohli is enduring his
worst phase of career and
has not scored a century in
international cricket since
November 2019.

The star batter will re-
turn to cricket after miss-
ing out the series against
the West Indies and
Zimbabwe. "Having time

off for him certainly,
would (help him) just be
able to regenerate mental-
ly, physically, just be able
to get away from the game
of cricket," Watson said on
the ICC Review Show.

"You could just see that
his energy was a bit
sapped, even during the
IPL. You could tell, no mat-
ter how much he tried he
was always up and about,
but you could see the light
was just out a tiny bit," he
added. Kohli's last assign-
ment was the England
tour where he could man-
age just 76 runs from six
innings across formats,
which included the
rescheduled fifth Test, two
ODIs and as many T20s in
July. "This month that he's
had off cricket will make
sure that that light's shin-
ing very bright going into
this Asia Cup, knowing
there's a T20 World Cup in
Australia coming up very
soon as well.

Kohli will be mentally and
physically fresh ahead of

Asia Cup, says Watson PM Modi inaugurates cancer hospital in Mohali
Mohali, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said ho-
listic health care has
been a priority in the
country for the past
eight years and more
work has been done
in this field than the

last seven decades.
Modi said this after in-

augurating 300-bed Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital
and Research Centre at
Mohali's Mullanpur. The
facility has been built at a
cost of over Rs 660 crore by
Tata Memorial Centre, an
aided institute under the
Union Department of
Atomic Energy.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Modi stressed that
prevention is better than
cure and good health care
does not mean building
four walls only. In the past

eight years, holistic
health care has been a pri-
ority, the prime minister
said.

More work has been
done in health care in
seven or eight years than
over 70 years, he claimed.

Reaching out to cancer
patients and their fami-
lies, Modi said "We don't
need to be scared of can-
cer but we have to fight it.
I know many people who
have defeated cancer."

The prime minister
said over 1.50 lakh health
and wellness centres are
being set up in the coun-
try, of which 1.25 lakh
have already started func-
tioning.

In Chandigarh, people
from remote areas of
Himachal Pradesh come
to the PGIMER for treat-
ment, he said.

In Himachal Pradesh's
Bilaspur, an AIIMS has

been built and over here a
big facility for cancer
treatment is available
now, he said.

Modi said for a long
time, there has been an as-
piration in the country for
a health care system,
which cares for the poor,
saves them from illness

and provide affordable
treatment. Referring to the
pledge to make India a de-
veloped nation in 25 years,
Modi said for this the
health care system also
needs to be developed.

When people get modern
hospitals and facilities,
they will become more

healthy, he said. The coun-
try has got a modern hos-
pital today and in this Tata
Memorial Centre has
played a key role, he said,
adding that the Centre is
helping save lives of peo-
ple.

Homi Bhabha Cancer
Hospital and Research
Centre is a 300-bed facility
equipped with facilities
such as MRI, mammogra-
phy, digital radiography
and brachytherapy to treat
all types of cancer using
available treatment modal-
ities like surgery,
chemotherapy, im-
munotherapy and bone
marrow transplant.

The hospital will act as a
tertiary care centre to pa-
tients not only from
Punjab but also from
Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Uttarakhand and
Rajasthan.

Rajnath calls upon SCO to fight terrorism unitedly
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Any form of terrorism,
including cross-border ter-
rorism, is a crime against
humanity and the menace
must be dealt with unitedly,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Wednesday
at a conclave of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in
Tashkent. In his address,
Singh also reaffirmed
India's resolve to fight all
forms of terrorism and
make the region peaceful,
secure and stable.

"Terrorism is one of the
most serious challenges
to global peace and securi-
ty. India reiterates its re-
solve to fight all forms of
terrorism and make the
region peaceful, secure
and stable," he said. "We
seek to develop joint insti-

tutional capabilities with
the SCO member states,
which, while respecting
the sensitivities of each
country, create the spirit
of cooperation among in-
dividuals, societies and
nations," he added.

Singh asserted that ter-
rorism in any form, in-

cluding cross-border ter-
rorism, committed by any-
one and for whatever pur-
pose, is a crime against
humanity, seen as an
oblique reference to
Pakistan. China and
Pakistan are among the
member states of the SCO.

The defence minister

also voiced India's full sup-
port for a peaceful, secure
and stable Afghanistan,
while highlighting the
need for respecting its sov-
ereignty, independence, ter-
ritorial integrity, national
unity and non-interference
in internal affairs.

He urged all parties to
encourage authorities in
Afghanistan to achieve na-
tional reconciliation
through dialogue and nego-
tiation and establish a
broad-based, inclusive and
representative political
structure in the country.

The defence minister
also underlined the impor-
tance of United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
resolutions in this regard.

Singh also added that the
Afghan territory must not
be used to intimidate or at-
tack any country by provid-

ing safe havens and train-
ing to terrorists and sup-
porting their activities
through financial assis-
tance. He stressed the need
to provide urgent humani-
tarian assistance to the
people of Afghanistan and
safeguard their fundamen-
tal rights.

Expressing India's con-
cern on the situation in
Ukraine, Singh stated that
New Delhi supports talks
between Russia and
Ukraine to resolve the cri-
sis. "India is concerned
about the humanitarian
crisis in-and-around
Ukraine. We have extended
our support for the efforts
of the UN Secretary-
General, UN agencies and
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) to
provide humanitarian as-
sistance," he added.

Centre approves second 
service extension for Odisha CS

Bhubaneswar, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Odisha chief secretary S
C Mohapatra has been
granted a second extension
in service for six more
months, officials said on
Wednesday. Mohapatra's
extension was granted by
the Centre at the recom-
mendation of Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
they said. The communica-
tion was sent to the Odisha
government by Kuldeep
Chaudhury, undersecre-
tary in the ministry of per-
sonnel public grievances
and pension through a let-
ter on August 23, 2022.

Mohapatra, whose first
extension is to end on
August 31, 2022, will now re-
main in office till February
28, 2023, the officials said.
The extension of his service
indicated that the state gov-

ernment is not keen on any
of the seven Odisha cadre
officers in the rank of the
additional chief secretary
rank, barring P K Jena, the
special relief commissioner
and Rajesh Verma, who was
appointed as secretary to
President Droupadi
Murmu. Mohapatra was
earlier tipped to become the
new chairperson of Odisha
Electricity Regulatory
Commission, a post lying
vacant since January 16,
2022. He had got his first ex-
tension due to the an-
nouncement of the pan-
chayat poll by the state gov-
ernment in February. He
had succeeded Asit
Tripathy as the Chief
Secretary on January 1,
2021. He is not the lone IAS
officer to get extension of
service as the chief secre-
tary of Odisha. R N Das was

the last chief secretary who
had got three extensions of
six months each during the
tenure of Biju Patnaik be-
tween 1990 and 1995.

Mohapatra, who hails
from Keonjhar district, is
known for his deft handling
of the caste riot in
Kandhamal district during
the chief ministership of
Biju Patnaik. When com-
munal riots took place in
the tribal district in 2007
and 2008 Naveen Patnaik
rushed him to it to control
the situation. He also han-
dled the Nabakalebar festi-
val of Lord Jagananth in
1996 during his stint as a
collector of Puri. He was
appointed the chief admin-
istrator of Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration in
2015 for the second time
during another edition of
the festival.

Restoration of Hindu, Jain deities inside Qutub Minar complex

ASI opposes intervention before court
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) on
Wednesday opposed a plea
before a Delhi court claim-
ing ownership of Qutub
Minar property, saying the
intervention petition was
baseless and devoid of any
logical or legal reasoning.

The court was hearing a
plea claiming that the in-
tervenor was a necessary
party in an appeal seeking
the restoration of deities
inside the alleged temple
complex within Qutub
Minar property.

The petition filed on
June 9 claimed that
Kunwar Mahender Dhwaj
Pratap Singh was an heir
of the United Province of
Agra and the owner of

lands in several cities in
and around Delhi, includ-
ing the property of Qutub
Minar.

The ASI said that the
plea was insufficient to as-
sert any right in the pres-
ent appeal and the inter-
venor's claim of owner-
ship of lands in and
around Delhi was not
raised before any court of
law since 1947.

As the time to file a case
for recovery or possession
or injunction had expired
by several decades, the
claim of ownership and
the right to the prevention
of interference in his prop-
erty had lapsed by the
principle of delay and
laches, the ASI said.

When Qutub Minar was
declared a protected monu-

ment in 1913 as per law, no
one raised objections and
the period of limitation
had lapsed many times
over, the ASI said.

It further said that the
intervenor did not chal-
lenge the ownership of
land and claim possession.

Also, the intervenor did
not implead the represen-
tative owners of land for
the centre and state, the
Land & Development
Office (L&DO) and Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) respectively, the ASI
said.

The objections could
only be resolved by an in-
dependent suit along with
the necessary parties as
defendants for redressal of
disputes, the ASI said.

Hence, the plea to be

joined as a necessary party
in the appeal is baseless
and devoid of any logical
or legal reasoning and
hence opposed, the ASI
said.

Taking note of the ab-
sence of the counsel of the
intervenor and providing
one last opportunity for
the counsel for making ar-
guments, Additional
District Judge Dinesh
Kumar posted the matter
for further hearing on
September 13.

Before the filing of the
current petition, the court
had earlier reserved an
order on the appeal against
a trial court order, dismiss-
ing the suit filed by advocate
Hari Shankar Jain on behalf
of Jain deity Tirthankar
Lord Rishabh Dev, claiming

that 27 temples were partly
demolished by Qutubdin
Aibak, a general in the
army of Mohammad Gauri,
and Quwwat-ul-Islam
Mosque was raised inside
the complex by reusing the
material.

Along with the restora-
tion of deities within the
alleged temple complex,
the original suit had also
sought the issuance of di-
rections to the central gov-
ernment for framing a
scheme of administration
and creating a trust to
maintain the property, wor-
ship, and conduct puja as
per the relevant provisions
of the Archaeological
Monuments and
Archaeological Sites 
and Remains (AMSAR)
Act, 1958.

Ex-ISRO scientists find fault with
Nambi Narayan’s biographical movie

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 24 (PTI): 

A group of former ISRO
scientists on Wednesday al-
leged that the claims made
by ex-ISRO scientist Nambi
Narayanan in the movie
'Rocketry: The Nambi
Effect' and through some
television channels, were
false and amounts to de-
faming the space agency.

Dr A E Muthunayagam,
Director, LPSE, ISRO; Prof
E V S Namboothiri, project
director, cryogenic engine
and D Sasikumaran, the
Deputy Director, cryogenic
engine, and other former
scientists from ISRO on
Wednesday met the media
here to "debunk" the claims
made in the movie.
Directed, produced and
written by actor R
Madhavan, the biographi-
cal drama is based on the
life of aerospace engineer
Nambi Narayanan.

Madhavan also plays

the lead role in the movie.
"We are forced to tell the
public certain matters as
Nambi Narayanan has
been defaming ISRO and
other scientists through
the movie Rocketry: The
Nambi Effect, and also
through television chan-
nels. His claims that he is
the father of many proj-
ects is false.

He even claimed in the
movie that he once cor-
rected A P J Abdul Kalam,
who went on to become
the Indian President. That
is also false," the former
scientists said. They also
said that they have asked
the current chairman of
ISRO S Somanath to take
a decision on the false
claims made in the movie.

The scientists said that
Narayanan's claim in the
movie that his arrest had
led to a delay in India ac-
quiring cryogenic tech-
nology was wrong.

They said ISRO began
to develop cryogenic tech-
nology in the 1980s and E
V S Namboothiri was in-
charge. "Narayanan was
not having any connec-
tion with the project,"
they claimed. The group
of former scientists also
claimed that at least 90
per cent of matters men-
tioned in the movie in
connection with ISRO 
are false.

"We also came to know
that Narayanan has
claimed in some televi-
sion channels that all that
was said in the movie was
true. Some scientists have
even raised concern that
Narayanan was taking
credit for many of their
achievements," they said.
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A pandal structure on the theme of Kashi Vishwanath temple being constructed by a Ganpati mandal ahead of
the Ganesh Utsav at Lalbaug, in Mumbai, Wednesday.

GANESH UTSAV

Former ISRO scientists A.E. Muthunayagom (R) and
D.Sasikumar during a press conference on the movie
Rocketry: The Nambi Effect in Thiruvananthapuram,
Wednesday.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence Ministers’ meet-
ing, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

Herd of wild elephants
stay put in rubber

plantation in Kerala
Thrissur (Kerala), Aug 24 (PTI):
A herd of wild elephants is
camping in a rubber planta-
tion near a forest area in this
central Kerala district de-
spite efforts by the forest offi-
cials to send them back into
the wild, a senior officer said
on Wednesday. The presence
of a herd of 24 wild ele-
phants are reported from an
estate near the forests under
Palappilly forest range in
Chalakkudy.

Same-sex marriage: HC to 
hear pleas for live streaming of

proceedings on December 6
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday said it would
hear on December 6 a
plea by LGBTQ couples
seeking live streaming of
proceedings on a batch of
petitions to recognise
same-sex marriage
under various laws.

The court deferred the
hearing of the matter
due to a paucity of time
today.

The counsel for the pe-
titioners urged the court
for an early hearing in
the matter and sought a
shorter date.

However, a bench of
Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium
Prasad said, It is almost 5
PM. The hearing de-
ferred to December 6.
(shorter date) not possi-
ble, we are overcrowded.

Advocate Maneka
Guruswamy, appearing
for some of the petition-
ers, said there is an appli-
cation for live streaming
of the proceedings and
pleadings are complete
and the request would be
for an early hearing as
both sides recognise the
importance of the issue.

The Centre has op-
posed the plea seeking
live streaming saying
that live telecast of these
proceedings may not be
advisable as it may in-
volve sharp ideological
schisms.

The Centre said in the
recent past, there have
been cases where even in
matters which were not
fully live-streamed , there
has been serious unrest
caused, and wild and un-
necessary allegations

have been levelled
against sitting judges of
the Supreme Court.

It is well known that
judges cannot really de-
fend themselves in pub-
lic fora and their
views/opinions are ex-
pressed in the judicial
pronouncements, the
Centre, in its fresh affi-
davit filed on August 20,
said.

The high court had
earlier expressed dis-
pleasure over the filing of
an affidavit by the Centre
opposing the live stream-
ing plea, as it contained
certain alleged objection-
able words.

In the fresh affidavit,
the Centre said that pro-
ceedings like the present
one are likely to be ex-
tremely charged and will
involve passionate argu-
ments from both sides
and certain
arguments/comments
from either lawyer or the
bench may likely evoke
sharp and unwanted re-
actions.

Such reactions may
find vent either in social
media or may even trans-
gress from virtual media
into the real lives of the
people involved. It is also
a possibility that such
live streaming may be ed-
ited/ morphed and the
entire sanctity of the
same may be lost.

To maintain the solem-
nity, dignity, and serious-
ness of court proceed-
ings, particularly in mat-
ters such as the present
one wherein sharp ideo-
logical schisms may be
present, it may be advis-
able that the proceedings
not be telecast live, it
said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during the inau-
guration of ‘Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre’, in Mohali, Wednesday.



Domicile quota
DDeehhrraadduunn:: The
Uttarakhand High Court
on Wednesday ordered a
stay on a 2006 order giv-
ing 30 per cent reserva-
tion to women having
domicile of the state in
state civil services. A
bench of Chief Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice
R C Khulbe gave the
direction while hearing a
petition filed by more
than a dozen women can-
didates from outside the
state who were under the
unreserved category.

Super Hornet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: US aerospace
major Boeing on
Wednesday pitched its
F/A-18 Super Hornet as
the best platform to
address the Indian Navy's
requirement of deck-
based jets for aircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant. Top offi-
cials of Boeing said the
company anticipates USD
3.6 billion in economic
impact to the Indian aero-
space and defence indus-
try over the next 10 years
if F/A-18 Super Hornet
Block III is selected. 

Bomb threat
VVaallssaadd:: The Mumbai
Police on Wednesday
detained two persons
from Gujarat's Valsad
district for allegedly
threatening to blow up
The Lalit five-star hotel
in the Maharashtra capi-
tal, an official said. After
the threat call on
Monday, the hotel locat-
ed in Mumbai's Andheri
area was checked. Its
staffers had later
approached the Sahar
police who registered an
FIR against the then
unidentified caller.

Man sentenced
KKoottaa:: A POCSO court in
Jhalawar on Wednesday
sentenced a 25-year-old
man to 20 years' impris-
onment for abduction and
rape of a 15-year-old girl
around three years ago.
The court of judge
Pradeep Kumar Verma
held Kamlesh Kumar
Bheel guilty under under
sections of the IPC and
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, and also
slapped a fine of Rs
65,000 on him, public
prosecutor Ramhetar
Gurjar said.

Factory fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A man died in
a fire at a factory in
Patparganj Industrial
Area of east Delhi on
Wednesday, fire depart-
ment officials said. The
cause of the fire, which
has been brought under
control, is yet to be
ascertained, they said. 
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An artisan gives finishing
touches to an idol of Lord

Ganesha ahead of the upcom-
ing Ganesh Chaturthi festival,

in Amritsar, Wednesday.
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Ranchi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday
conducted fresh raids in
the ongoing money-laun-
dering investigation into
alleged illegal mining in
Jharkhand and recovered
two AK-47 assault rifles
and 60 bullets, official
sources said.

The two weapons, 60 live
rounds and two magazines
were found at a home in
Ranchi and the sources
identified the premises to
be linked to a person
called Prem Prakash, who
is stated to be involved in
the case.

The federal probe
agency is raiding about 17-
20 premises in Jharkhand,
neighbouring Bihar, Tamil

Nadu and the Delhi-NCR
as part of the operation.

The searches were car-
ried out after fresh infor-

mation came to the fore
following the questioning
of Pankaj Mishra, a politi-
cal aide of Jharkhand

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, and Mishra's asso-
ciate and muscleman
Bachhu Yadav, the sources
said. Mishra and Yadav
and have been arrested by
the ED in this case earlier.

BJP's Godda MP
Nishikant Dubey said in a
tweet that Prakash is an
"associate of Jharkhand
CM and his family friend
Amit Agarwal" and that
his (Prakash) links should
be investigated by the NIA.

Saryu Roy, a former BJP
leader but now an inde-
pendent MLA from the
state, wrote on his Twitter
handle that it should be in-
vestigated as to how Prem
Prakash obtained the AK-
47 rifles and that there is a
possibility that this has a
terrorist link.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday sought to
downplay speculation that
he could be made
Congress chief, saying no-
body knows what will be
decided.

Gehlot's meeting with
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi led to the buzz that
the two may have dis-
cussed the possibility of
him being the next party
president. "Sonia (Gandhi)
ji has gone abroad for a
checkup. (K C) Venugopal
ji and me paid a courtesy
call on her yesterday when
we were going to Gujarat,"
he told reporters.

Asked about the possi-
bility of him being
Congress president,
Gehlot said, "This has
been doing the rounds in
the media for a long time.
You keep talking about it.
Nobody knows what is

going to be decided." The
veteran Congress leader
added that he is concen-
trating on the two respon-
sibilities given to him --
senior observer for the up-
coming Gujarat assembly
polls and chief minister of
Rajasthan.

He asserted that his ef-
forts were directed at en-
suring the Congress gov-
ernment is repeated in
Rajasthan. Pressed by re-

porters on the party presi-
dency question, Gehlot
shot back, "Has anybody
briefed you at AICC, no
one has done that. Media
keeps on speculating Till a
decision is made, neither
you nor I can comment on
it." He said Rahul Gandhi
has left with his mother
Sonia Gandhi for her med-
ical checkups. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is also ac-
companying them.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said there must
be a "debate" on the "seri-
ous" issue relating to the
practice of political parties
promising freebies and
asked why cannot the
Centre call for an all-party
meeting on it.

The apex court said until
and unless there is a unani-
mous decision among polit-
ical parties that freebies
are going to destroy the
economy and have to be
stopped, nothing can hap-
pen as it is only political
parties that would make
such promises and contest
elections and not individu-
als. " .Why do not the
Government of India call

for an all-party meeting?"
the top court said.

"There must be a debate.
The issue is serious, there
is no doubt about it. The
question is, why do not all
political parties meet and
the Government of India
can call for a meeting," it
observed. The observa-
tions by a bench compris-

ing Chief Justice N V
Ramana and Justices
Hima Kohli and C T
Ravikumar came while it
was deliberating on a plea
opposing promises of such
handouts by the parties
during polls.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Vikas Singh, ap-
pearing for petitioner
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay,
suggested that a retired
judge of the apex court like
former CJI R M Lodha
should be the chairman of
the committee proposed to
be constituted on this as-
pect. However, Justice
Ramana observed, "a per-
son who retires or who is
going to retire has no value
in this country. That is the
problem,"

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Amid a political slugfest,
the AAP Wednesday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of making
efforts to topple the Delhi
government "by hook or by
crook", claiming that the
BJP approached its four
MLAs with an offer of Rs
20 crore to join the saffron
party.

The BJP mocked the alle-
gations, with its spokesper-
son Sambit Patra, saying,
"They may have got such
offers from liquor mafia.
Why do not they tell the
names of persons who ap-

proached them?"
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has called a meet-
ing of the Political Affairs
Committee of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) to dis-
cuss the "serious issue" at
his residence later in the
day.

The Congress attacked
the AAP over alleged irreg-
ularities in its excise policy
in Delhi, saying Kejriwal
and his deputy Manish
Sisodia should get the
Bharat Ratna if there is a
new category for corrup-
tion.

Earlier this week,
Sisodia had claimed that
he was offered the chief
minister's post in Delhi by

the BJP, with a promise to
also withdraw the CBI and
ED cases against him, if he
quit the party.

Triggering a fresh row
and further intensifying
the face-off between the
two parties, AAP's national
spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
said the MLAs -- Ajay Dutt,
Sanjeev Jha, Somnath
Bharati and Kuldeep
Kumar -- have been ap-
proached by leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) with whom they
have "friendly relations".

Taking to Twitter,
Kejriwal said it is "a very
serious matter" and a meet-
ing of the party's Political

Affairs Committee (PAC)
has been convened at his
residence at 4 pm to "take
stock of the situation and
chalk out further strategy".

"They (the four AAP leg-
islators) have been offered
Rs 20 crore each if they
join the BJP and Rs 25
crore if they bring other
MLAs along with them,"
AAP national spokesper-
son Singh said.

"They (BJP leaders) told
our MLAs that if they do
not accept the offer and
join the BJP, they will also
have to face false cases, the
CBI and the ED, like (Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister)
Manish Sisodia is facing,"
he added.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Congress leader Jaiveer
Shergill on Wednesday quit
as its national
spokesperson, say-
ing the party's deci-
sion making
process is no longer
in the interest of
the country but is
influenced by "self-
serving interests of
individuals in-
dulging in syco-
phancy".

In his letter to party chief
Sonia Gandhi, Shergill re-
signed from the post of the
national spokesperson and
said the primary reason
was that "the ideology and

the vision of the current de-
cision makers of the
Congress is no longer in
sync with the aspirations of

the youth and mod-
ern India".

"Furthermore, it
pains me to say that
decision making is
no longer for the in-
terest of the public
and the country,
rather it is influ-
enced by the self-
serving interests of

individuals indulging in
sycophancy and consistent-
ly ignoring ground reality.
This is something I cannot
morally accept or continue
to work with," he wrote, ac-
cording to sources.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

A parliamentary panel
has called top officials of
the Railways' catering arm
IRCTC and is likely to
question them about a ten-
der floated by it to hire a
consultant to monetise its
passenger and freight cus-
tomer data, sources said
on Wednesday.

The officials of the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) will depose before
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Information Technology
chaired by Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on
the issue of citizens' data
security and privacy on
Friday, as per the notice of
the meeting issued by the

Lok Sabha Secretariat. On
the same day, representa-
tives of Twitter India will
also appear before the
panel on the same issue,
the notice reads.

The IRCTC, which has
more than 10 crore users,
of which 7.5 crore are ac-
tive users, has floated a
tender to hire a consultant
to monetise its passenger
and freight customer data
with the aim to generate
revenue up to Rs 1,000
crore.

Sources in the panel
said the issue will be taken
up for discussion in the
meeting with the IRCTC
officials.

The Railways has not of-
ficially commented on the
tender. However, highly
placed sources said it will

be withdrawn considering
the fact that the govern-
ment has withdrawn the
Data Protection Bill from
Parliament.

The Centre had on
August 3 withdrew the
long-awaited Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill,
2019 to replace it with a
new bill with a compre-
hensive framework' and
contemporary digital pri-
vacy laws'. According to
the IRCTC tender docu-
ment, the data to be stud-
ied will include informa-
tion captured by the trans-
porter's various public fac-
ing applications such as
"name, age, mobile num-
ber, gender, address, e-mail
ID, class of journey, pay-
ment mode, login or pass-
word" and other details.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

A 50-year-old wheel-
chair-bound woman was
apprehended by CISF
personnel at the Delhi
airport on Wednesday
for allegedly trying to
smuggle US dollars val-
ued at about Rs 25 lakh
by concealing them in
her underclothes, offi-
cials said. The woman
was intercepted by the
security personnel at the
Terminal-3 of the Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport during
frisking at about 1:20 am,
they said.

The passenger had
landed from Indore on

board an IndiGo flight
and was supposed to take
a connecting flight of the
same airline to Dubai
from the IGI Airport, a
senior officer said.

The passenger was on
a wheelchair and a cache
of USD 32,300 valued at
Rs 25 lakh was recovered
from her underclothes,
he said. The woman nei-
ther replied satisfactori-
ly nor produced any
valid document for car-
rying such huge amount
of foreign currency. She
was offloaded from the
flight and handed over to
Customs authorities for
further investigation,
the officer said.

Patna, Aug 24 (PTI): 

The newly-formed
'Mahagathbandhan' gov-
ernment in Bihar on
Wednesday comfortably
won the motion of confi-
dence amid a walkout
staged by MLAs of the
BJP -- which has been
stripped of power as a re-
sult of the recent political
upheaval in the state.

Deputy Speaker
Maheshwar Hazari or-
dered a headcount upon a
request by Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary, the parliamen-
tary affairs minister, who
said that though a voice
vote had clearly showed
support of the majority,
the count would leave no
room for any confusion .

Altogether 160 MLAs
voted in favour of the con-

fidence motion while no
vote was cast against the
same. The lone MLA of
AIMIM, Akhtarul Iman,
whose party is not a part
of the ruling alliance, also
took part in the exercise
and supported the confi-
dence motion.

Some of the BJP MLAs,
who had staged a walkout

while Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar was deliver-
ing his speech, stormed
the House demanding that
the deputy speaker not
waste time on a redundant
headcount but take up
businesses scheduled for
the day and announced
boycott of the proceed-
ings.

Panaji, Aug 24 (PTI): 

BJP leader Sonali
Phogat's brother has filed
a formal complaint with
the Goa Police, claiming
she was murdered by two
of her associates.

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said the
state police were conduct-
ing a detailed investiga-
tion into the death of
Phogat.

Considering the opinion
of doctors and Goa
Director General of Police
(DGP) Jaspal Singh, it pre-
liminary looks like she
died due to a heart attack,

Sawant told reporters.
However, Phogat's broth-

er Rinku Dhaka alleged
that a short while before
her death, Phogat had spo-
ken to her mother, sister
and brother-in-law during
which she sounded dis-
turbed and complained
against her two col-
leagues.

He also claimed that the
CCTV cameras, laptop and
other crucial things from

her farmhouse in Haryana
have gone missing after
her death.

Phogat (42), the BJP
leader from Hisar in
Haryana who had found
fame on Tik Tok, was
"brought dead" at the St
Anthony Hospital at
Anjuna in North Goa on
Tuesday morning, a police
official earlier said, adding
that she died of a suspect-
ed heart attack.

The Anjuna police had
registered a case of unnat-
ural death.

The family members of
Phogat arrived in Goa on
Tuesday night.

Dhaka in his complaint
filed with the Anjuna po-
lice in Goa claimed that
two of Phogat's associates
murdered her in Goa.

Jharkhand illegal mining case

ED recovers 2 AK rifles,
60 bullets in fresh raids

Two AK-47 rifles and bullets recovered by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) during a raid at the residence of Prem Prakash as
part of an ongoing money-laundering investigation into alleged
illegal mining in the state, in Ranchi, Wednesday.

Gehlot on Cong prez speculation

‘Nobody knows what will be decided’

Wheelchair-bound
woman held with US

dollars worth Rs 25 lakh 

Parliament panel calls IRCTC and Twitter
officials over citizens’ data security, privacy

Cong leader Jaiveer
Shergill quits as party’s
national spokesperson

Issue of freebies serious, why can’t
Centre call for all-party meeting: SC

PM Modi making efforts to
topple Delhi govt, alleges AAP
̈ BJP hits back

Sonali Phogat’s brother
claims she was murdered
̈ Goa CM says 

police conducting
detailed probe

Nitish Kumar wins trust vote
̈ BJP stages walkout

PPaattnnaa:: Stung by raids on a
number of RJD leaders,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav on
Wednesday called the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the
Income Tax (IT) department
three jamaai" (sons in-law),
which the BJP sent to
states where it was not in
power. Taking part in a
debate on the motion of
confidence moved by the
new 'Mahagathbandhan'
government, Yadav accused
the BJP of having tried to
"break" Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's party in a
bid to "wipe out socialist
ideology".

Inside Bihar Assembly,
Tejashwi fumes at BJP

over CBI raids

‘Quality-2022’ organised to promote Quality Concepts in BSP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: The
Business Excellence
Department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has endeavored
to give new heights to the
creativity of the Plant. It
may be noted that the
Department of Business
Excellence has been organ-
izing plant level competi-
tions every year to promote
various quality concepts.
This year, under the guid-
ance of Chief General
Manager, BE Department,
Sanjay Dhar and under the
leadership of General
Manager Manoj Dubey, a
record 92 teams of the plant
registered themselves in
the plant level competition,
which is the highest ever
for this competition.

This year also the BE de-
partment organised
"Quality-2022" to give a plat-
form to the creativity of the
steel fraternity. In this com-
petition, QC teams from dif-
ferent departments of the

plant displayed their cre-
ative work through various
quality concepts. 92 teams
from various departments
of SAIL-BSP had registered
to participate in this
Quality Concepts
Competition. The teams
from departments of both,
the Works area and Non-
works area showed their ex-
cellence, making it the best
performance recorded till
date.

Out of 92 teams regis-
tered in this competition, 80
teams submitted case stud-
ies and presentations on the
creative work done in their
respective departments.
These case studies and pre-
sentations were evaluated
by expert judges. In view of
the Corona epidemic, this
year too, direct presenta-
tions have been banned. So
this year also this event was
conducted digitally. Under
this, the result was an-
nounced directly after eval-
uating the submitted case
studies only.

Quality concepts compe-
titions were organised in
three categories; Quality
Circle, 5-S System and Lean
Quality Circle. The compe-
tition organized under
Quality Circle is divided
into Manufacturing
Stream, Manufacturing
Support Stream and Pure
Services Stream while 5-S
and LQC are in single
stream.

Thus the competition
was organized in total 5
streams. 19 teams partici-
pated in Manufacturing
Stream of Quality Circle, 25
Teams in Manufacturing
Support Stream and 2
Teams in Pure Services
Stream, 10 Teams in 5-S
System and 24 Teams in
Lean Quality Circle.

The guidance and train-
ing provided by the
Business Excellence
Department of BSP has
played an important role in
giving better performance
by the teams in this compe-
tition. Under the guidance

of Sanjay Dhar, CGM (BE &
HRD) the highest record
was set with the participa-
tion of 92 teams of the plant
under the leadership of
Manoj Dubey, General
Manager, BE Department.

It is well known that
SAIL-BSP has always been
encouraging the innovative
work of its creative person-
nel. Reiterating its commit-
ment towards quality, BSP
Management has organized
"Quality-2022". The man-
agement has always been at
the forefront of promoting
innovative work.

Even in the Corona cri-
sis, team BSP gave new
heights to their creativity.
The BSP management has
also boosted morale by giv-
ing a proper platform to
these creative personnel. It
is to note that through this
competition; teams are se-
lected and sent for chapter
and national convention.
Also, these competitions
help these teams develop to
enable them to get national

and international awards.
According to the results

declared in the plant level
competition, the following
teams occupied the first 3
places of different cate-
gories, Navasrijan (CO &
CCD), Sarathi (Bar & Rod
Mill), Avyadhanam (Power
and Blowing Station), in
Quality Circle
Manufacturing Stream.
Prayas (Blast Furnace-8),
Navodaya (SMS-3), Anvarat
(Plant Garage) in Quality
Circle Manufacturing
Support Stream. In this se-
quence, Sahaj (Vigilance),
Rajbhasha (Liaison &
Administration) in Quality
Circle Pure Services
Stream and Mahamaya
(Blast Furnace-8), Arjun
(RCL), Udyami (Rail &
Structural Mill) in Lean
Quality Circle stream and
Creative (Merchant Mill),
Jagriti (Steel Structural
Shop) Sowjanya (Plant
Garage) teams in 5-S stream
, managed to make their
way to the top three.

Students, teachers, parents must be In
alert mode For (2022-23) CBSE results
GV Rajshekher Rao  

Although, our country has
remarkable past record of
Excellent quality education, es-
pecially with reference to the
CBSE Central  Board of
Secondary Education but, the
approaching academic session
(2022-23) probably may be the
'WEAKEST' of all Batches in
the History of the Board results
just  because of  Huge Learning
Gap during past two years
2020-21 and 2021-22 which
usually used to be the founda-
tion years for students whether
they appear in the secondary
level, or senior secondary level.

The main reason for antici-
pating such poorest Academic
show is lenient student friend-
ly promotion criteria  during
and  immediate post pandemic
sessions which has resulted
into temporary, bubble satis-
faction among students and
parents as well but if we pon-
der and plunge deep in the ac-
ademic learning pool, we find

almost majority of the stu-
dents could not cement their
academic foundation during
past three years but undoubt-
edly will be compelled to face
and fight the usual academic
standard of the Board in this
approaching year (2022-23) as
the Board Certainly may not
consider or Compromise any
further leniency or exemp-
tions, as far as promotion of
students is concerned, other-
wise it may deteriorate the
Quality and standard of the
Board, which Ought not to be

compromised largely in the in-
terest of the students and
country as well.

Being an academician and
Head of CBSE school I feel we
must train/prepare and guide
our students putting all our
best possible efforts to cover
the Huge 'UNLEARNING' of the
past three years in addition to
the learning of the present
prescribed syllabus so as to
pull them to some reasonable
height of learning as this aca-
demic session may be the
toughest of all previous aca-
demic sessions in the History
due to 'GLOBAL PANDEMIC'.

Hence, we must be CAU-
TIOUS AND ALERT IN OUR EN-
DEAVOURS, as this year is
going to be the  REAL TEST  to
check the quality of students
and Teachers as well.

TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt
SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall,,

TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,
SSoonnaaddiihh  

BBAALLOODDAA  BBAAZZAARR  ((CCGG))..  

CG players win two medals in Youth MMA World Championship 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: Indian
Mixed Martial Arts
(MMA) team won five
prestigious medals in
world championship 2022,
out of which Chhattisgarh
state won 2 medals. Palak
Nag of Jagdalpur won a
silver medal in Girls'
Category Youth A Light
Weight Category. Avani
Naithani of Bhilai won a
bronze medal in Girls'
Youth C 40 kg category.

Tarshit Yellamanchili
(Bhilai) gave India the first
victory in the boy
Strawweight Category
against the host UAE. All
the three players worked
hard at the Warriors
Academy under the guid-
ance of Team India coach
Nitin Singh. They made

the country proud and cre-
ated a history.

The Indian team led by
Sharif Bapu, President,
MMA India, participated

for the first time in the
Youth World
Championship, hosted by
the UAE Federation under
the aegis of IMMAF, in

Abu Dhabi from 17 to 21
August 2022. More than
500 players from 42 nations
participated in this cham-
pionship.

The Medical Head of
Indian MMA, Dr Divya
said that all the players
were physically and men-
tally fit, due to which they

could achieve their high-
est performance in this
world championship and
they have dispelled the
myth of MMA sport being

unsafe for children.
She pointed out that the

game is highly disciplined
and has an integrated
MMA system of rules

which makes it a safe sport
for all, especially the youth
under the age of 18. In
MMA sport, the safety of
players is given top priori-
ty. Neeraj of Chhattisgarh
state informed that the
team of Chhattisgarh state
has proudly returned
home with two prestigious
medals and the team is sin-
cerely grateful for every-
one's support and well
wishes.

President of
Chhattisgarh Mix Martial
Arts Association, Alok
Tripathi and Vice-
President Gaurav
Srivastava and all the
members of the executive
committee doubled the en-
thusiasm of the
Chhattisgarh team by giv-
ing a rousing welcome to
them.

VAC at SSSSM finds 87% water resources in twin city potable 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: Swami
Shri Swaroopanand
Saraswati Mahavidyalaya,
Hudco, organised a 15 days
IQAC approved Value
Added Certificate Course
on "Physicochemical and
microbiological parame-
ters of drinking water" in
collaboration with
Microbiologist Society,
India. The aim of the cer-
tificate course was to im-
part the participants
knowledge about physical,
chemical and microbiolog-
ical analysis of water
practically so as to deter-
mine whether water is
potable or not. The practi-
cal through physical,
chemical and microbiolog-
ical analysis of water col-
lected from varied sources
over 15 days period
showed the outcome found

that 87% samples collected
were potable, marking that
Twin city is neat and clean
surrounded by hygienic
vicinity.

The Valedictory func-
tion of the course was held
on August 22, 2022 in the
institute headed by
Principal Dr Hansa
Shukla, Chief Guest, Dr
AK Shrivastava, Prof &
Head Botany, Govt DT PG
College, Utai, Durg, and
State President, MSI,
Chhattisgarh. After lamp
lightening and Saraswati
Vandana, Dr Shama A
Baig, HOD, Department of
Microbiology, Convener of
Programme welcomed
guests by presenting
aquatic flora that helps in
resuming water bodies to
be oligotrophic. She pre-
sented a recap of activities
along with glimpses and
told that during course, 12

guest lectures were con-
ducted  by nationwide es-
teemed speakers, practical
sessions for water analysis
were performed at labs of
institute and Chemistry
lab of BIT, Durg under su-
pervision of Dr Santosh

Kumar Sar. Students along
with faculty visited Water
Treatment Plant, Nehru
Nagar, Bhilai. Assessment
of students was done for
judgement of their learn-
ing potential.

Dr Deepak Sharma,

COO, during his address,
appreciated the efforts of
faculties of Department of
Microbiology in formula-
tion and conducting of
Value Added Course and
emphasized on teaching
learning initiatives with

innovative ideas. He said
that students have learned
about water analysis prac-
ticals have known the
value of water.

Dr Hansa Shukla,
Principal, during her ad-
dress expressed her
heartiest wishes and con-
gratulated the partici-
pants on the successful
completion of the 15 days
Value Added Course for
their future endeavors.
She said that the sprin-
kles of VAC will glorify
the resume of partici-
pants and students should
actively participate in
such courses for in-depth
knowledge of subjects
motivated them for re-
search.

Chief Guest Dr AK
Shrivastava described
about Blue Planet during
his lecture and explained
the value of water. He

asked them to Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle water
for future. He congratulat-
ed the participants on the
successful completion of
the Value Added Course,
encouraged them to use
the acquired practical and
theoretical knowledge to
bring positive change in
society and nation in
broader sense. He told stu-
dents about the benefits of
certificate courses and its
employability in NEP.

Student of M Sc IIIrd
Sem, Srishti Soni said. "I
liked this course very
much and I found the sta-
tus of water by doing dif-
ferent water test." Rupali
Sahu said that it was
great to see the purifica-
tion process of drinking
water in industrial plant.

Certificates were pro-
vided to all the partici-
pants for successful com-

pletion of certificate
course. Certificate and
cash prize were given to
students as per their as-
sessment too; First Shristi
Soni, M Sc First Semester;
Second Lukesh Kumar,
and third Roshni
Dewangan, M Sc IV
Semester by Chief Guest.

The programme con-
cluded with the proposal
of Vote of Thanks by
Yogita Lokhande,
Assistant  Professor,
Department of
Microbiology. Amit
Kumar Sahu, Assistant
Professor, Microbiology
made  important contri-
bution to make the pro-
gram successful. Dr
Shivani Sharma, Dr
Rajani Murlidhar, Sunita
Sharma and Dr Shweta
Gaikwad were present in
the program and encour-
aged the students.

Photo exhibition on Maharshi Sri Aurobindo
inaugurated at Nehru Art Gallery 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24: The
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India is cel-
ebrating the 150th birth an-
niversary of the great free-
dom fighter, philosopher,
poet, sage and yogi Sri
Aurobindo in the year 2022.
On this occasion, a photo
exhibition on the life, work
and vision of Sri
Aurobindo is being organ-
ized by Public Relations
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant in association with
Shri Aurobindo Yoga
Sadhana Kendra, Sector-7,
Bhilai at Nehru Art
Gallery, Civic Center. The
exhibition, organised by
the Public Relations
Department of the plant at
Nehru Art Gallery, was in-
augurated the other day by
Chief Guest MM Gadre,
Executive Director
(Personnel &
Administration), Bhilai

Steel Plant. The chief guest
along with lighting the
lamp, also released a sou-
venir based on the biogra-
phy of Sri Aurobindo.
Gadre visited the entire ex-
hibition and was highly ap-
preciative of it.

On behalf of Sri
Aurobindo Yoga Sadhana
Kendra, Sector-7, President
Amresh Kumar, Secretary
Hemant Kumar Barik,
Founder Members
Jhaduram, Amitabh Dutta,
Brahmanand Jena, Bhavani
Shankar, Maruti Shankar,
Rita Dutta, Sanchayita Roy
and other members were
present. Also present were

General Manager (LA&PR)
Jacob Kurian, General
Manager of ED (P&A) office
H Shekhar, General
Manager (PR) Prashant
Tiwari and Senior Manager
(PR) Jawahar Bajpai. This
exhibition will be open for
public viewing from 17:00
hrs to 20:30 hrs daily till
August 25, 2022.

It may be noted that Sri
Aurobindo was born in
1872 and died in 1950. He
was a yogi and philosopher.
He was born on August 15,
1872 in Calcutta. His father
was a doctor. He participat-
ed in the freedom struggle
as a revolutionary in his

youth, but later he became
a yogi and he established
an ashram in Pondicherry.
He wrote original texts on
yoga practice. He has had a
great influence on philoso-
phy all over the world. This
is the reason that followers
of him are found in all
countries. Sri Aurobindo's
father Dr Krishnadhan
Ghosh wanted to get him a
higher government post by
getting him an excellent ed-
ucation, so he sent him to
England at the age of 7. He
passed the ICS exam at the
age of 18 only. Along with
this he also gained profi-
ciency in English, German,
French, Greek and Italian
languages.

Sri Aurobindo was a
great yogi and guru as well
as a great philosopher. In
his youth, he took part in
the independence of the
country along with the rev-
olutionaries in the freedom
struggle.

Illegal activities flourishing under political
patronage; alleges Vijay Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 24:
Following the reports of
the Home Minister hav-
ing disclosed a list of peo-
ple involved in illegal ac-
tivities at a review meet-
ing of the police depart-
ment, Durg MP Vijay
Baghel has slammed
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and the Congress
government for allegedly
providing protection to
the wrongdoers.

MP Vijay Baghel said
that ever since the
Congress government
came to power in the
state, corruption, hooli-
ganism, dictatorship and
autocracy have increased
in the state. Law and
order has completely col-
lapsed in Chief
Minister's home district.
Many Congress leaders
are involved in selling il-

legal liquor
and cannabis
as well as are
conducting
the illegal ac-
tivities of
gambling and
betting.

MP Baghel
said that ille-
gal business-
es are flour-
ishing within
the radius of
25 kms from
the Chief Minister's resi-
dence, about 20 kms from
the Home Minister's resi-
dence and 25 kms from
the PHE Minister's resi-
dence. All these illegal
businesses are growing
under the patronage of
the ruling party and
Congress leaders are di-
rectly involved in many
of them.

MP Baghel further said
that the Congress has

come to
power with a
promise to
impose a total
ban on liquor
but after com-
ing to power,
it is provid-
ing protec-
tion to illegal
l i q u o r ,
c a n n a b i s
trade, etc.
The illegal
business of

gambling and betting is
going on without any
fear in the cities.
Teenagers and youth are
getting involved in gam-
bling and intoxication.

MP Baghel said that
the government already
has the list of people in-
volved in illegal activi-
ties. Every SHO knows
about all the illegal busi-
nesses and wrongdoers of
his Police Station limits,

but they cannot take ac-
tion due to political pro-
tection provided to the of-
fenders.

Now the elections are
approaching and
Congress leaders are
competing with each
other. Home Minister
reaching the review
meeting of the police de-
partment with the list of
wrongdoers has proved
this fact.

State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is busy
celebrating his birthday
while the administrative
system has collapsed as
the officers and employ-
ees are on strike.

In connivance with the
police department, ille-
gal businessmen are fear-
lessly making money and
the entire population is
feeling troubled under
the Congress rule,
Baghel alleged.
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Vijay Baghel



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25,  2022

Raipur, Aug 24: 

In the massive CM
gherao programme by
BJYM on the unemploy-
ment issue just left all the
preparations made by the
police department into
quandary, as by evening
the BJYM workers were to
some extent were able to
reach near CM’s house.
During this senior BJP
leaders including former
CM Dr Raman Singh, BJP
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal,
Rajesh Munat, Saurabh
Singh, Kedar Kashyap and
others including Anurag
Singhdeo and hundreds of
other party leaders and
workers were taken into
arrest and put into a tem-
porary jail and were later
released unconditionally.

It is notable here that the
state BJYM staged ‘Halla
Bol’ protest against in-
creasing unemployment
and crime in the state.
Thousands of BJP and
BJYM workers from differ-
ent districts of state start-
ed coming since morning
and they all gathered at
RMC’s HO and after the

meeting left to gherao
CM’s house, but were ar-
rested mid-way itself.

The protestors from BJP
and BJYM broke down the
barricades put near OCM
Chowk and Kalibadi and
this resulted in major scuf-
fle between the protestors
and police. The BJP lead-
ers were able to reach very
much near to CM’s house
and were somehow
stopped by the jawans de-
ployed in large number.
The protestors were shout-
ing slogans ‘Is hunkar se
Sarkar hili, Agli se girna
tai’. BJYM National
President Tejaswi Surya
charged that the Bhupesh
government and police are
now fearful. After becom-
ing BJYM National
President he has staged
demonstrations at many
places, but the way BJYM
Chhattisgarh unit has
staged this protest has lit-
erally put the government
in state of fear. BJYM
National President said
that he hails from birth
place of Lord Shri
Hanuman and i:e
Karnataka and today he

has come to ‘nanihal’ of
Lord Shri Ram. This is the
time of struggle and to
bear beating with batons
and throw-away the ruling
government in the state, he
added. Surya on this occa-
sion charged that this is
the most corrupt of all the
governments in
Chhattisgarh and issuing
an ultimatum of 3 months,
they want government to
fill up all the vacancies in
government offices and
regularize the employees,
or else BJYM will not leave
any stone unturned to get
it done. He said that BJYM
will once again stage
protest in the month of
December and destablise
the government.

BJP State in-Charge and
national general secretary
Purandeshwari citing
about the ‘Mahabharat’

said that the way Lord Shri
Ram saved ‘Bhim’ from
‘Aalingan’ of
‘Dhritrashtra’ and now it
is Chhattisgarh which is
now in ‘Aalingan’ of
‘Dhritrashtra’ and to save
it BJYM and party work-
ers are struggling. We need
to save Chhattisgarh and
provide the people their
rights, she said, adding
that defeat of the Congress
govt in the state is for sure
and it has to depart now.

BJP State President
Arun Sao said that depar-
ture of Baghel’s govern-
ment is confirm, as from
the huge army of BJYM
and BJP workers which
has emerged in state capi-
tal, clearly proves ousting
of Baghel’s government.
From today onwards, at-
mosphere in Chhattisgarh
will change. He charged
that the Bhupesh govern-
ment has failed on all
fronts and proving to be
dictatorial and has put the
state under huge debts.
BJP National V-P and for-
mer CM Raman Singh
came down heavily against
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-

ment and appealed to
change the government
and its head and rule of
cheaters. He said for post
of less than 100 peons,
more than 2.50 lakh youth
have applied and said what
can be more shameful than
this. Raman said that they
alone are not staging
protest, but entire state is
doing it and at present 5
lakh government employ-
ees are on strike. He said
that if BJYM folds up its
sleeve, the victory in 2023
is for sure.

BJP State President
Arun Sao, Union Minister
of state Renuka Singh,
Leader of Opposition in
VS Narayan Chandel, LS
MP Sunil Soni and other
party leaders also ad-
dressed the gathering and
then took out rally and
court arrest in large num-
ber. BJYM State President
Amit Sahu said that they
all have gheraoed CM’s res-
idence against the cheat-
ing done with the youth of
the state and got full sup-
port from all the party
workers, leaders and office
bearers.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::

Minister Agriculture and
senior party leader Ravindra
Choubey and Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia have come down
heavily against the BJP on the
employment issue and has
also strongly condemned the
statement made against CM
by the BJP State in-charge D
Purandeswari. Ravindra
Choubey addressing media
persons at Raijv Bhavan said
that when there was BJP gov-
ernment in the state, the
unemployment percentage
was 22% and during the
Congress rule in the state it
has come down to 0.78%. This
clearly shows that the
Congress government in the
state tops in providing
employment to youths of
Chhattisgarh. So he ques-
tioned as to why there is
protest over the unemploy-
ment issue in the state having
very low unemployment rate. 

Speaking further Choubey
recalled that in 2014 the BJP
government has promised 2
crore employment every year
to youth and in last 8.5 years,
around 17 crore youths could
have got the employment and
questioned as to when BJYM is
planning to gherao PM’s resi-
dence on this issue? Clarifying
on this issue Choubey charged
that the BJP government at
the Centre promising employ-
ment to 2 cr youth could just
provide employment to 7.25
lakh youth in last 8.5 yrs.
Against this the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has provided employ-
ment to 5 lakh youth in just 3.5
yrs, he claimed.  On this
Choubey questioned BJP that
if the record of Modi govern-
ment is not upto the expecta-
tion, then why no movement
against the PM Modi? 

Speaking further Choubey
informed that at present total
number of persons regais-
tered in Employees’ PF is
22,58,871 and in last three &
half years, on formation of
Congress government in the
state, a total of 4,80,576 per-
sons have been added into EPF
list. This in 2019 was 1,82,424;
1,65,930 in 2020; 1,32,222 in
2021. So here the state gov-
ernment has proof of provid-
ing employment to 5 lakh
youth. It was in 2003 elections
that the BJP government has
promised unemployment
allowance of Rs 500 to each
educated unemployed youth
and after being in power for 15
yrs, BJP did not paid a single
youth Rs 500 and on this when
the BJP will beg an apology, he
questioned. 

Choubey informed that dur-
ing Congress rule, there is reg-
ular appointment being made
in the government jobs and
during BJP rule of 15 years, not
even 15 exams were organised
from State PSC and only 9
were organised, whereas in
Congress rule the state PSC
exam is being organised every
year. During BJP rule only 15
lakh farmers used to sell
paddy on MSP and the same in
Congress rule has shot upto 26
lakh farmers and this indeed is
rise in the employment.
Further Choubey questioned
as to why the BJP does not
include employment to more

than 1 lakh women from 13000
WHSGs as a means of employ-
ment and questioned as to why
it could not be created during
BJP’s rule? Then be it the case
of increasing honourarium for
collection of tendupatta, or
value addition in the prices of
forest produce from 7 to 63
products has lead to four times
increase in the employment. In
the coming three years, the
central government has fixed a
target for creating of just 10
lakh new employments and
against this the Baghel govern-
ment has provided employ-
ment to 5 lakh in last around 4
yrs and has fixed a target to
provide employment to 15 lakh
youths in the coming 5 yrs
under Chhattisgarh Rojgar
Mission. 

Choubey said that the
Bhupesh Baghel’s government
provides what is promises and
Modi government at the
Centre has failed to do so and
to cheat people and never to
fulfill their promises is the true
character of BJP, he alleged.
Shiv Kumar Daharia strongly
condemned the statement by
BJP State in-charge against
the CM on his birthday and
said that even the people of
Chhattisgarh do not think so
low of their kith and kin and
this clearly indicates that BJP
now is not in a position to fight
against Congress at political
level and so has come down to
personal level. 

Cong has provided employment
to 5 lakh youth: Choubey

In just 3.5 years and addition of 5 lakh persons in EPF stands testimony to it

Hundreds of BJYM workers, 
leaders court arrest, later released

 Major scuffle between

worker and police near

OCM, Kalibadi chowk

 All senior party leaders

and office bearers took

part in large number

Raipur, Aug 24:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has put
to rest all speculations
about being in the race for
the post of President
AICC and he made it clear
that he is not all in this
race.

Rather Baghel said that
for the post of President
AICC Rahul Gandhi is the
most eligible leader and
there cannot be any better
person to head the organi-
zation.

During this CM Baghel
also raised questions on
the works done by the
Delhi government in the
field of Education. Taking
part in the Education
Summit of English daily
in Delhi in virtual man-
ner, CM Baghel put forth
his personal views related
to Education.

Targetting the Delhi
government on education,
CM Baghel charged that
they (AAP) are spending
crores on promotion of
works of Delhi govern-
ment. But there is no
change in the infrastruc-
tural development during

Congress period in Delhi.
Baghel said that in
Chhattisgarh, the
Congress government
gives results and just do
not carry out white-wash-
ing of schools. To reach
out to remote areas in
Chhattisgarh, CM Baghel
said that many novel ini-
tiatives have been taken
by his government. The
School children are being
provided education in 16
local dialects and in the
languages of four neigh-
bouring states.

CM Baghel said that
providing education in
naxal infested
Chhattisgarh was a big

challenge and to which
the state has fulfilled by
opening 247 Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools. \

Baghel further said that
command over English
language is necessary to
have better avenues for
employment both in the
country and abroad.
Therefore the state gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh
has decided to open
English medium colleges
in the field of Higher
Education from next aca-
demic session.

To a question on inclu-
sion of patriotism in the
educational course, CM
Baghel said that patriot-
ism has different meaning
for each person. But by in-
cluding patriotism in the
School Education, the po-
litical parties should not
fix their agenda.

Putting his views on the
New Education Policy, CM
Baghel said that the edu-
cation policy should be in
favour of students and
which can instill confi-
dence among students
and be employment ori-
ented as well.

Rahul is the best leader to
head the organization: Baghel

New Education Policy should be in favour of students

Raipur, Aug 24: As the
swine flu cases climed to
128 in 40 days in the state,
the Health Department
has asked the residents to
take adequate precaution-
ary measures to avoid con-
tracting the influenza. It
asked people to cover their
nose while sneezing and
coughing with a handker-
chief or tissue.

“Wash your hands often
with soap and water, avoid
touching your eyes, nose,
or mouth, avoid visiting
crowded places and do not
take self-medication, the
health department said. It
is notable that Swine flu is
human respiratory infec-
tion caused by an influen-
za strain that started in
pigs.

On Tuesday, 14 patients
were found in the state in-
cluding the capital. This is
highest number of pa-
tients diagnosed on a sin-
gle day. 128 cases of swine
flu have been reported in

the last 40 days. At the
same time, six people have
died. According to the
Health Department, so far
maximum 67 cases have
been found in Raipur. Of
these 3 people are being
treated in the hospital. At
present 61 patients are un-
dergoing treatments in the
entire state. Even though
the health department is
claiming better arrange-
ments regarding swine flu,
the hospitals lacks ade-
quate facilities for treat-
ment. In Raipur, AIIMS
and  Ambedkar Hospital
has been made a center for
swine flu testing. But due
to non-availability of
reagent kit in Ambedkar
Hospital, the test has been
stopped which has created
a panic situation among

the patients. According to
the doctors of the Chest
Diseases and Medicine
Department of the hospi-
tal, patients with symp-
toms of swine flu are con-
tinuously reaching the
OPD, but due to lack of
tests and medicines, they
are not getting proper
treatment. Doctors told
that the infected person
had cough, runny nose,
sore throat, headache,
body ache, tiredness, vom-
iting, diarrhea, chest pain,
drop in blood pressure,
mucus with blood and
blue color of nails along
with high fever. Other
symptoms may also occur.
If symptoms of swine flu
are found, a doctor must
be consulted examined
within 24 to 48 hours.

Swine flu cases rise to 128 in 40
days, maximum 14 cases in a day
 According to the Health

Department, so far 

maximum 67 cases have

been found in Raipur. Of

these, 33 people are being

treated in the hospital.

Abhinav receives IIT
Mumbai gold medal in
Environment Science

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::  City lad
Abhinav Agrawal has received
Rajit Bhagwati Memorial Gold
medal for being the most out-
standing of the students who
completed the requirements
for the degree of Master of
Technology in Environment
Science & Engineering by
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Mumbai.

Abhinav received the gold
medal at the 60th Convocation
held recently in Mumbai. Apart
from it, he also received the
Institute Silver medal for his
academic excellence during his
post graduation course.

He has completed his B Tech
in Civil from National Institute
of Technology Raipur before
going for post graduation at IIT
Mumbai. He is son of Purani
Basti Danipara resident
Virendra Kumar Agrawal and
Seema Agrawal from Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

Manish Raj Singhania
takes over as 

FADA President
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2244::  Automobile deal-
ers’ body the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations
on Wednesday named Manish Raj
Singhania as its new President
for a two-year term till 2024.
Singhania is the Managing
Partner of Raipur-based Ralas
Motors and has a dealership of
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. He
had been the President of Raipur
Automobile Dealers Associations
(RADA) for the last nine years.
For over 12 years, Singhania has
been a key member of the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) Governing
Council, holding different posi-
tions and roles, particularly in
accelerating the expansion of the
association’s network. Singhania
replaces Vinkesh Gulati. FADA in
a statement also announced the
appointment of C S Vigneshwar
and Sai Giridhar as the Vice
President and Secretary, respec-
tively. “Apart from putting in all
my effort to strengthen auto
retail across the country and con-
tinuously striving to bring in a
balanced approach towards deal-
er related issues, I along with my
team will also work towards the
implementation of Auto Dealer’s
Protection Act, getting in a bal-
anced OEM-dealer agreement,”
Singhania stated. Despite the
current challenges, India has the
potential to become the global
leader in the automobile indus-
try, he added. FADA represents
more than 15,000 auto dealers
across the country.

Raipur, Aug 24: 

Five thousand people
have been benefited with-
in three days in the free
health checkup camps or-
ganised by Raipur
Municipal Corporation. In
this three-day camp organ-
ised on the birthday of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, medicines were
provided along with treat-
ment, examination and
counseling for various dis-
eases. Municipal
Corporation has now de-
cided to organise this
camp every year from
August 21st to 23rd, so that
people can get health relat-
ed benefits. Urban
Administration Minister

Shiv Dahria said that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, remarkable work
has been done in the field
of health and education in
the state. He also appreci-
ated the managers, doctors
and paramedical staff of
various hospitals includ-
ing social institutions. The
Chief Minister had attend-
ed the second day of the
camp, after which the

Urban Administration
Minister was present in
the  closing ceremony.

On this occasion, Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar said that a
large number of people
took advantage of the free
health checkup camp. Now
every year this three-day
event will be organized
prior to Chief Ministers
birthday. For contributing
to the program, volunteers
and office bearers of social

organization Badte
Kadam, managers of vari-
ous private hospitals and
their staff, sanitation
didis, paramedical staff,
officers of government
hospitals and officials of
RMC corporation were fe-
licitated with citations.
Urban Administration
Minister said that Dai Didi
Clinic is continuously
doing excellent work for
the health security of
women. Under
Dhanwantri Swasthya
Yojna, branded medicines
are being made available
to the people at 5 places in
Raipur with huge dis-
counts in MRP rates of
about 70 percent. In rural
areas, Haat Bazar clinics
are providing easy health
facilities to the villagers
on the instructions of the
Chief Minister.

Five thousand people benefited in RMCs free health checkup camp
 Health Camp to be

held every year

Lecture on Water Management
with Special Reference 

to Rain Water Harvesting held
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 24:
D e p a r t m e n t o f
Architecture, NIT
Raipur has organized an
Expert Lecture on
Wednesday on “Water
Management with
Special Reference to Rain

Water Harvesting”. Eminent speaker, Dr.
R. P. Dewangan, Ex-Deputy General
Manager (DGM), Bhilai Steel Plant, Ex-
Additional Director, and Technical Head
(Water Resources Management Cell),
Govt. of Chhattisgarh and Ex-Chairman
(Water Cell), CSVTU, Bhilai addressed all
the students and faculties upon this burn-
ing topic of water and has drawn a clear
and graphic picture of the dire need of
rainwater harvesting especially in cities.
He has also demonstrated a working
model of the rainwater harvesting sys-
tem that one can easily adopt and con-
struct in cities.

www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022  04



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022  05 www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE,BILASPUR, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022  06



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022  07

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY,  AUGUST  25,  2022

‘To me, my fans are
like God’, says Vikram
A

ctor Vikram, lov-
ingly called
'Chiyaan' Vikram

by his fans, on Tuesday
said that to him, his fans
were like God.

Replying to a fan, who
asked him how he han-
dled fans who irritated
him with requests for pic-
tures and autographs,
Vikram, who visited
Saint Joseph College in
Trichy to promote his up-
coming film, 'Cobra', said,
"There is no question of
getting irritated by fans.
There is no chance that
will happen." The actor
said, "Even now, there
was chaos outside, and
the father of this college
asked if I had been undu-
ly troubled. I told him not
at all. This is what we
long for. I think all this
love by fans is a boon
from God. This is not
something that will hap-
pen to everybody. And so
when it does, there can be

nothing greater than that.
"It is not that I am saying
this only here. I think
fans are like God. They
are God in fact. There is
no bond between us and
our fans. They are not
going to get anything
from us. In some cases,
they are not even going to
meet us. And yet, they
tatoo our faces or names,
they donate blood and do
several other things for
our sake. "Sometimes, I
visit my fans' homes. It
will be a small home but
the place will be full of
my pictures. The love
they have for us is phe-
nomenal. I love this and I
cannot be without it.

"I want to thank all my
fans at this point for wait-
ing patiently. A film of
mine is releasing in the-
atres after three years.
The longing and the pa-
tient wait will be worth it
because 'Cobra' will make
you all happy."

T
he shoot of ace direc-
tor Shankar's long-
pending 'Indian 2',

featuring Tamil superstar
Kamal Haasan in the lead,
is to resume from
Wednesday in the city, with
Udhayanidhi Stalin's Red
Giant Movies joining in as
one of the producers along
with Lyca Productions.

Kamal Haasan an-
nounced the resumption of
the project, which got
shelved two and a half
years ago because of an ac-
cident that left three people
dead. He wrote: "Filming
for 'Indian 2' from
September. Wishing team
Shankar Shanmugham,
Subaskaran, Lyca
Productions and everyone
else involved a successful
journey. Welcome onboard
thambi Udhayanidhi
Stalin." Although shooting
will resume from
Wednesday, Kamal will
join the sets only from the
first week of September.
Udhayanidhi Stalin and
his Red Giant Movies, for
their part, tweeted" "He is

back! Presenting
Ulaganayagan Kamal
Haasan and Shankar
Shanmugham's 'Indian 2'."
Work on the film had come
to a grinding halt after a
mishap while shooting the
film left three people dead
and over 10 injured.

Kamal Haasan announces
resumption of ‘Indian 2’ shooting

Akshay had a wall full of real
faces of criminals in ‘Cuttputli’

B
ollywood star Akshay
Kumar's room in the
upcoming film

'Cuttputli' had a wall, which
had over 500 real newspaper
clippings of real stories and
faces of the criminals.

'Cuttputli' is based in a
small town where a cop is in
pursuit of the person be-
hind serial killings plaguing
a quaint town.

The film marks a scene
where Akshay researches
all the psychotic serial
killers, sitting in his room
trying to understand the
mentality and the ideology
behind the mind of the
criminal. Akshay's room
had a wall that had around
over 500 real newspaper
clippings.

Speaking about the clip-
pings and the scene, direc-
tor Ranjit M Tewari added:
"Akshay sir's character -
Arjan Sethi is obsessed with
the crime world and the
world of serial killing. He
starts the journey as a char-
acter of a filmmaker in the
Punjabi film industry, who
is obsessed and has done re-

search over seven to ten
years to make a film on the
crime world."

The director added that
when they were creating his
character's world - the house
and the setting, was very
important for the maker to
give Akshay Kumar a space
in which he feels part of
character Arjan Sethi
rather than anyone else.

"So therefore, we just
dressed up the entire wall
with newspaper cuttings

and photographers of real
people, so that he gets a feel
to it while shooting, that he
has lived this life, that he
has been part of this life."
Tiwari shared that the art
department, production de-
signers and ADs, all came
together and decided to find
the real images, and real
newspaper articles written
on them, so that they could
setup the space to make him
feel a part of Arjan Sethi as
much as he could.
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IAF BAND PERFORMS

Indian Armed Forces band performs at a concert of military orchestras of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) member states on the sidelines of defence ministers’ meet, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
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Islamabad, Aug 24 (PTI):

C a s h - s t r a p p e d
Pakistan government
has decided to seek inter-
national help to under-
take relief and rehabili-
tation efforts in parts of
the country inundated by
devastating floods that
has claimed over 800
lives and left thousands
homeless.

The decision was made
on Tuesday during an ur-
gent briefing on the flood
emergency by the
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), the top nation-
al body having the man-
date to deal with calami-
ties.

Unable to cope with
the debilitating impact,
the government has de-
cided to launch an inter-
national appeal seeking
funds for relief and reha-
bilitation for flood-hit
people and restoration of
damaged infrastructure,
according to an official

statement. Planning
minister Ahsan Iqbal
who chaired the meeting
said that 830 were killed
and at least 1,348 injured,
while thousands are left
homeless across the
country.

Prime Minister Sheh
baz Sharif has an-
nounced Rs 25,000 to
flood-affected people
while appealing to the
nation to extend help. He
said the government was
providing Rs 37.2 billion
to the people in aid.

The current relief op-
eration needs Rs 80 bil-
lion and hundreds of bil-
lions of rupees also re-
quired to overcome the
losses as well as for reha-
bilitation of the victims,
he said in a message.

Earlier on Monday, the
government decided to
hold a donors’ confer-
ence to get money for the
flood victims.

Meanwhile, the
European Union agreed
to provide Rs 76 million

for crucial humanitarian
assistance which will
focus on addressing the
urgent needs of those
most affected in some of
the hardest-hit districts
of Jhal Magsi and
Lasbela, according to the
statement.

The EU funding will
help get vital assistance
to the most vulnerable
people to support them
during this hard time, it
said.

Floods triggered by the
monsoon rains have
killed at least 830 people
and destroyed properties
and crops worth billion
of rupees since July.

The seasonal rains
continue to wreak havoc,
especially in Balochistan
and Sindh province, the
worst hit areas. The in-
cessant downpour has
also impacted Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and at
least three regions of
Punjab. Gilgit-Baltistan
has also reported rains
and flood-related losses.

Pakistan to seek international
help for flood relief

China broadens
visa availability 

as pandemic 
concerns ease

Beijing, Aug 24 (AP):
China is easing its tight
restrictions on visas after
it largely suspended issu-
ing them to foreign stu-
dents and others more
than two years ago at the
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The website of the
Chinese Embassy in India
said the updated proce-
dures would take effect
from Wednesday, without
making a specific mention
of vaccine requirements
or proof of a negative test
for the virus.

China still requires
those arriving from
abroad be quarantined at
a hotel or private home
and proof of a negative
test is required for entry
to many public and com-
mercial spaces.

The easing of visa re-
strictions is significant for
Indian students, especial-
ly those pursuing degrees
in medicine that are far
more affordable in China
than in Western nations.

Mombasa, Aug 24 (AP):
In Kenya’s semi-arid
Makueni County, 50-year-
old Purity Kinyili used to
spend most of her time
travelling for water and
firewood to sustain her
family and farmland.

But then the govern-
ment set up an initiative to
install solar energy in
rural towns, so she got
hold of the easy-to-install
panels, set them up and
sunk a solar-powered bore-
hole. Now her once dry
land has turned a lush

green, and she’s even got
enough power left over for
electricity in her home.

Access to more and
cleaner energy while con-
tinuing to grow economi-
cally will be a top priority
for African nations in the
upcoming United Nations
climate conference in
November, top officials
and climate experts on the
continent said. As part of
the Africa’s goal for what’s
called a just transition en-
suring that the buildout of
clean energy is fair and in-

clusive the African Union
wants to boost access to
electricity and clean cook-
ing resources to hundreds
of millions of people.

It’s estimated that 600
million people out of 1.4
billion living on the conti-
nent don’t have electricity,
with 900 million lacking
access to cleaner cooking
fuels. But some experts
argue that improving liv-
ing standards means that
Africa will, at least tem-
porarily, have to increase
its output of fossil fuels.

For clean energy, financial
growth, Africa looks to UN talks

Sao Paulo (Brazil), Aug
24 (PTI): India and Brazil
are not only partners but
can share best practices
for their  mutual growth
and progress, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said as he
interacted with promi-
nent businessmen here
on his maiden official
visit. Jaishankar is on an
official visit to Brazil,
Paraguay, and Argentina
from August 22-27. This is
his first-ever official visit
to South America.

“A useful interaction at
LIDE, an association of
entrepreneurs of Brazil.
Networking of estab-
lished Brazilian entrepre-
neurs with a growing
Indian presence in Brazil
was visible.

India & Brazil are not
only partners but can
share best practices for
their mutual growth &
progress,” Jaishanakar
tweeted on Tuesday.
“Visited Federation of
Industries of the State of
S o Paulo, the largest
Industry association of
Brazil. Presentations

from WEG, @embraer
and UNICA reaffirmed
the significant opportuni-
ties exist for greater busi-
ness cooperation,” he
tweeted.

“Visited Fiesp,
Federation of Industries
of the State of Sao Paulo,
the biggest industry asso-
ciation of Latin America.
Presentations from WEG,
Embraer and UNICA
reaffirmed the significant
opportunities that exist
for greater business coop-
eration. Business is the
ballast that provides
steady sailing for rela-
tionships,” he said in an-
other tweet.

On Monday, Jaishankar
concluded his first-ever
official visit to Paraguay
and held talks with the
country’s leadership and
vowed to strengthen bilat-
eral ties. He inaugurated
the Indian Embassy in
the capital city, Asuncion.
The embassy of India in
Asuncion was jointly in-
augurated by Jaishankar
and his Paraguay coun-
terpart Julio Cesar
Arriola.

India, Brazil can share
best practices for mutual
growth: EAM Jaishankar

BBeeiirruutt,,  AAuugg  2244  ((AAPP))::

The U.S. military said early
Wednesday it carried out
airstrikes in eastern Syria that
targeted areas used by mili-
tias backed by Iran’s paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard.

There was no immediate
acknowledgment by Syria’s
state-run media of the strikes
hitting Deir Ez-Zor. Iran as
well did not acknowledge the
attack. Opposition war moni-
tor the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and activist

collective Deir Ezzor 24 said
the airstrikes targeted the
Ayash Camp run by the
Fatimiyoun group made up of
Shiite fighters from
Afghanistan. 

The war monitor reported
that at least six Syrian and
foreign militants were killed
in the airstrikes. The U.S. mil-
itary’s Central Command said
the strikes took proportion-
ate, deliberate action intend-
ed to limit the risk of escala-
tion and minimize the risk of
casualties.

US airstrikes target 
militia-controlled areas in east Syria

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  AAuugg  2244  ((PPTTII))::

US President Joe Biden has
appointed more than 130
Indian-Americans to key posi-
tions in his administration so
far, the best representation
from the community that
makes up around one per cent
of the American population. In
doing so he has not only ful-
filled his promise to the com-
munity that he had made as a
presidential candidate in 2020,
but also shattered the record of
his predecessor Donald Trump
who had appointed more than
80 Indian-Americans and his
previous boss Barack Obama,

who had appointed over 60
Indian-Americans to key posi-
tions during his eight years of
presidency. More than 40
Indian-Americans has been
elected at various state and
federal levels including four in
the US House of
Representatives. Not to miss
the more than 20 Indian-
Americans leading top US com-
panies. 

While the first-ever presi-
dential appointment was done
during the time of Ronald
Regan, this time Biden has
appointed Indian-Americans to
almost all departments and
agencies of his administration.

Record over 130 Indian-Americans at
key positions in Biden administration

W hen Russian President
Vladimir Putin invaded

Ukraine on Feb. 24 in an unprovoked
act of aggression, many expected a
quick victory. Six months later, the
largest military conflict in Europe
since World War II has turned into a
grinding war of attrition. The
Russian offensive has largely
bogged down as Ukrainian forces in-
creasingly target key facilities far
behind the front lines, including in
Russia-occupied Crimea.

AA  llooookk  aatt  wwhheerree  tthhiinnggss  ssttaanndd::

AA  BBOOTTCCHHEEDD  BBLLIITTZZ
When Putin declared the start of

the special military operation, he
urged Ukraine's military to turn
against the government in Kyiv, re-
flecting the Kremlin's belief that the
population would broadly welcome
the invaders. Some of the Russian
troops coming in from Moscow's
ally of Belarus, just 200 kilometers
(about 125 miles) north of the capi-
tal, reportedly brought their parade
uniforms with them in preparation
for a quick triumph. Those hopes
were quickly shattered by fierce
Ukrainian resistance, backed by
Western-supplied weapons systems
to the government of President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Airborne troops sent to seize air-
fields around Kyiv suffered heavy
losses and armored convoys
stretching along the main highway

leading to the capital were pum-
meled by Ukrainian artillery and
scouts. Despite numerous attacks
on Ukrainian air bases and air de-
fense assets, the Russian air force
has failed to win full control of the
skies and suffered heavy losses, lim-
iting its ability to support ground
forces. One month into the war,
Moscow pulled its troops back from
areas near Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv
and other major cities in a tacit ac-
knowledgment of the blitz's failure.

SSHHIIFFTTIINNGG  BBAATTTTLLEEGGRROOUUNNDDSS
The Kremlin then shifted its focus

to the Donbas, Ukraine's eastern in-
dustrial heartland, where Moscow-
backed separatists had been fight-
ing government troops since 2014
following Russia's annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula.

Relying on their massive edge in
artillery, Russian forces inched for-
ward in ferocious battles that dev-
astated the region. The strategic
port of Mariupol on the Sea of Azov
that became a symbol of Ukrainian
resistance fell in May after a nearly
three-month siege that reduced the
city to ruins.

More than 2,400 Mariupol de-
fenders who holed up at the giant
Azovstal steel mill later surrendered
and were taken prisoner. At least 53
of them died last month in an explo-
sion at a prison in eastern Ukraine
that Moscow and Kyiv blamed on
each other.

The Russians have taken control
of the entire Luhansk region, one of
two provinces that make up the
Donbas, and also seized just over
half of the second, Donetsk. Russia
currently occupies about 20% of
Ukraine's territory.

Putin will try to bite one piece of
Ukrainian territory after another to
strengthen his negotiating stand,
said Mykola Sunhurovskyi, a mili-
tary analyst with the Kyiv-based
Razumkov Center think-tank. His
message to Ukraine is: If you don't

sit down for talks now, things will
get worse and we will take even
more of your territory and kill even
more of your people. He's trying to
raise not only external but also in-
ternal pressure on the Ukrainian
government.

UUKKRRAAIINNIIAANN  SSUUCCCCEESSSSEESS
Western weapons, including U.S.

HIMARS multiple rocket launcher s,
have boosted Ukraine's military's
capability, allowing it to target
Russian munitions deports, bridges
and other key facilities with preci-
sion and impunity.

In a major symbolic victory in
April, the flagship of Russia's Black
Sea Fleet, the Moskva missile cruis-
er, exploded and sank while on pa-
trol after reportedly being hit by a
Ukrainian missile. That dealt a
heavy blow to Russia's pride and
forced it to limit naval operations.

Another big win for Ukraine came
when Russian troops pulled back
from strategic Snake Island, located
on shipping lanes near Odesa, fol-
lowing relentless Ukrainian attacks.
The retreat reduced the threat of a
seaborne Russian attack on Odesa,
helping pave the way for a deal to
resume Ukrainian grain exports.

LLIIVVEESS  LLOOSSTT  AANNDD  DDIISSRRUUPPTTEEDD
Both Russia and Ukraine mostly

focus on the casualties they inflict
on each other, avoiding mention of
their own losses. But Ukraine's mili-
tary chief, Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi,
said Monday that nearly 9,000
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed
in action. 

The Russian Defense Ministry last
reported its casualties on March 25,
one month into the war, when it
said 1,351 soldiers had been killed
and 3,825 were wounded.

Western estimates of Russian
dead have ranged from more than
15,000 to over 20,000 more than the
Soviet Union lost during its 10-year
war in Afghanistan. The Pentagon

said last week that between 70,000
to 80,000 Russian troops have been
killed or wounded in action losses
that have eroded Moscow's capabil-
ity to conduct big offensives.

WWHHAATT''SS  NNEEXXTT??
The war's outcome will depend

on the ability of Russia and Ukraine
to muster additional resources.

While Ukraine has conducted mo-
bilization and declared a goal to
form a 1 million-member military,
Russia has continued to rely on a
limited contingent of volunteers. an
approach reflecting Kremlin fears
that a mass mobilization could fuel
discontent and destabilize the coun-
try.

Moscow has opted for interim
steps, trying to encourage people to
sign contracts with the military, in-
creasingly engaging private con-
tractors such as the Wagner Group,
and even rounding up some prison-
ers for service half-measures un-
able to meet the needs for any big
offensives.

Unless Russia mobilizes its popu-
lation and mobilizes its industry, it
cannot bring to bear the weight of
people and industry in order to cre-
ate a much bigger, more effective
force, and therefore, it will have to
consider how it hangs on to what it
has already taken, retired British
Gen. Richard Barrons said. Ukraine
also lacks resources for any quick
reclamation of its territory, with
Barrons estimating it could take
well into next year to amass a force
capable of driving the Russians out.

It can only do it if the West pro-
vides political will, money at about 5
to 6 billion a month, weapons like
long-range artillery, the ammunition
that supports that artillery and then
enables the logistics and medical
support that allows Ukraine to build
a million-strong army, said Barrons,
co-chair of the consulting group
Universal Defence & Security
Solutions.
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Health business
The other day I was watching

an interview of Sanjay Dutt where
he was talking about his battle
with cancer and how he fought
the deadly disease with his iron-
clad determination. In the inter-
view he claims that the pharma
companies have a cure for cancer
but they do not divulge any infor-
mation regarding this as they are
earning unimaginable money out
of it. If this be true then this will
be the biggest crime against hu-
manity. An actor of his stature
would not claim something like
that on a public platform without
any knowledge. He is a cancer
survivor and he has seen the
hush-hush areas of this world. I
would like to urge the pharma
companies that if they have any-
thing of this sort which would
provide relief to lacs of families
then they should make it avail-
able to each and everyone.
Making a business out others’
miseries is not business but
crime. And if Sanjay Dutt is mak-
ing false claims, he should eat his
words. 

NNooooppuurr  BBaarruuaahh,,  TTeezzppuurr  

Supreme Court on
Baba Ramdev

Again Baba Ramdev is in pic-
ture for making unpleasant re-
marks against Allopathy and this
time advisory has been issued by
chief justice of India to refrain
from making such undesirable re-
marks.The Supreme Court
slammed Baba Ramdev for adver-
tisements against modern medi-
cine system like Allopathy and
asked "What's the guarantee that
ayurveda will cure all diseases ?
"What happened to Baba
Ramdev? He can popularise his
system but why should he criti-
cise other systems? We all re-
spect him and he popularised
yoga. He can not refuse the doc-
tor system and he must exercise
restraint in abusing other systems
CJI remarked. "Why give these
huge advt saying doctors are
killers?He can not abuse the doc-
tors and systems like this. The
IMA in its plea had stated that
Patanjali's advertisements, which
made claims to "cure" Covid -19
and made claims against allo-
pathic medicine had negatively
impacted the medical profession
and "spread misinformation"
among the "gullible common
public who shall suffer the conse-
quences of this misinformation
campaign."

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

DA&FW needs 
to speed up

The Department Of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare should come
up with answers for difficult ques-
tions on farming as soon as possi-
ble, including measures to make
Minimum Support Price more ef-
fective and transparent. DA&FW
needs to develop ways to support
farming with very less money, in-
cluding organic and natural farm-
ing practises to raise in the nation
and also making micro irrigation
farmer oriented. Additionally, crop
trends should be studied, and pro-
vide directions to farmers for the
crops which has to be changed so
as to reflect the changing needs
of the nation. It also needs to de-
velop ways to diversify crops in
difficult terrain and dry lands as
well. It should continue to look for
ways to achieve nation farmer's
consensus. 

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr  
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Houses submerged by a swollen river after release of a large amount of water from the Kota dam owing to heavy mon-
soon rainfall, in Kota, Wednesday, Aug 24. The flood situation worsened in four districts of the Kota division as the con-
stant release of large amounts of water from Kota Barrage and Kalisindh caused Parvan and Parvati rivers to swell lead-
ing to submerging of several villages in low-lying areas.

EXPLAINER: Where Ukraine war stands after 6 months

FLOOD IN KOTA

Laura Boubert

W hat determines how
generous a person

you are? Could it be how
much money you have? How
kind you are? Or maybe it
comes down to your values.
These all seem reasonable as-
sumptions, but a new study
from Berkeley University
suggests something that feels
as trivial as how well you've
slept lately can also affect
how willing you are to help
other people on any given day.
It found sleep deprivation
leads to a reduction in gen-
erosity.

The researchers tested how
kind people were when they
were tired in three different
ways. In the first study, they
deprived 21 volunteers of
sleep for 24 hours, then asked
them how willing they would
be to help in a range of sce-

narios such as helping a
stranger carry their shop-
ping bags.

They asked the partici-
pants to repeat the altruism
questionnaire after a normal
night's sleep. The researchers
also studied the 21 partici-
pants' brain activity levels
using fMRI imaging.

Next, 171 volunteers re-
cruited online kept a diary of
their sleep before doing the
same questionnaire. For both
experiments the researchers
found that tired participants
scored lower on the altruism
questionnaire. This was the
case regardless of partici-
pants' empathy traits and
whether the person they
were supposed to help was a
stranger or someone familiar
to them.

Finally, the researchers
analysed over 3.8 million
charity donations made in

the US before and after the
clocks were changed for sum-
mer, which causes everyone
to loose an hour's sleep.
Donations decreased by 10
per cent in the days after the
clocks changed compared to
the weeks before and after
the transition.

The fMRI imaging analysis
found sleep deprivation
seems to be connected to re-
duced activity in the area of
the brain linked to social cog-
nition, which regulates our
social interactions with oth-
ers. The change in brain ac-
tivity was not related to sleep
quality, only to quantity. The
good news is this effect is
short lived, and disappears
once we return to our normal
sleep pattern.

It's long been established
that sleep is critical to many
aspects of our health and
wellbeing. This was famously

demonstrated in 1959, when
the American DJ Peter Tripp
stayed awake to broadcast
live from New York's Time
Square for 201 hours continu-
ously. Peter's record was beat-
en in 1964 by Randy Gardner,
a teenager who stayed awake
for 260 hours (nearly 11 days)
for a school science fair proj-
ect.

Randy and Peter appeared
well throughout their experi-
ences. But as the challenge
progressed they began to slur
their speech, were confused
at times and struggled to
complete simple tasks such
as reciting the alphabet.

Both also had vivid halluci-
nations. Peter saw cobwebs
in his shoes and believed a
desk drawer had burst into
flames.

We now know that sleep
deprivation is linked to men-
tal health problems including

hallucinations and psychosis.
Peter and Randy seemed to
recover from their ordeals,
but research shows that se-
vere long term sleep depriva-
tion can lead to lasting neuro-
logical problems.

Since Peter and Randy's
stunts, research has found
sleep deprivation affects most
aspects of our behaviour, not
least our basic thinking
skills, like memory and deci-
sion making. Back in 1988,
the Association of
Professional Sleep Societies
published a report in the jour-
nal Sleep, warning that poor
sleep leads to an increased
risk of having an accident,
such as a road collision or a
DIY mishap at home.

- Laura Boubert
Principal Lecturer in

Psychology, University of
Westminster

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

MARK MASLIN

I ndia ranks third, after the United States and China in organ
transplantation and has made significant progress in building

capacity for rare transplants in addition to enhancement of relative-
ly common transplants of kidney, liver, and heart. Despite the estab-
lishment of an organized system in the country for organ procure-
ment from deceased donors, distribution and transplantation to
needy patients, bridging the wide gap between transplants require-
ment and availability of organs continues to be a huge challenge. An
estimated 2 lakh people die due to renal failure every year in India
while around 9,000 kidney transplants are done with only about
10% of kidney transplants from deceased donors and 90% from liv-
ing donors. Official data paints a similarly gloomy picture of a huge
gap between organ donation and demand in respect of liver trans-
plants and heart transplants. While over 2 lakh people die from liver
failure or liver cancer every year in the country, timely liver trans-
plants can save about 25,000 to 30,000 patients but around 2,000
liver transplants are done due to unavailability of donors and high
costs. In sharp contrast to Western countries in which decease
donors account for about 90% of the transplant, living donors ac-
count for about 80% of transplantation which speaks volumes about
the low level of awareness on deceased organ donation despite the
existence of the required legal framework. Recommendation by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee, on Health and Family Welfare,
for the continuation of the National Organ Transplant Programme
(NOTP) till 2026 is expected to increase deceased organ donation
and augment transplant infrastructure over the next four years. Key
objectives of MOTP include organizing an efficient mechanism for
organ and tissue procurement/retrieval especially from deceased
donors and their distribution for transplantation, promoting de-
ceased organ and tissue donation including pledging for the same,
and spreading awareness about various aspects of organs and tis-
sue transplantation among the public at large. Establishing and
maintaining a national registry of organ and tissue donation and
transplantation and developing an effective transport system for
rapid and safe transportation of organs and tissues within and
across the cities, as envisaged in strategies for the programme is
critical to achieving the desired objectives. Brain Stem death is rec-
ognized as a legal death in India under the Transplantation of
Human Organs and Tissues Act and has revolutionized the concept
of organ donation after death. NOTP Guidelines explain that organ
donation is practically possible in the situation of Brain stem death a
victim of a road traffic accident or cerebrovascular accidents etc.,
where the brain stem is dead and a person cannot breathe on his
own but can be maintained through a ventilator, oxygen, fluids etc.,
to keep the heart and other organs working and functional. After
natural cardiac death, only a few organs/tissues can be donated
(like cornea, bone, skin and blood vessels) whereas after brain stem
death almost 8-9 organs, including vital organs such as kidneys,
heart, liver, pancreas, lungs, small intestine and many types of tis-
sues like cornea, skin, heart valves, bones etc., can be donated. The
establishment of the National Organ and Tissue Transplant
Organization (NOTTO) in New Delhi, five Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organizations (ROTTOs) and sixteen State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organizations (SOTTOs) have helped build the
ecosystem for the promotion of organ donation in the country.
From a deceased donor, the heart can be transplanted within 4-6
hours, lungs within 4-8 hours, liver within 12-15 hours, pancreas
within 12-24 hours, kidneys within 24-48 hours and intestine within
6-10 hours which requires a smooth communication between the
apex body and regional and state transplant organisation to ensure
that donated organs are quickly and safely transported and trans-
planted on those patients who need them most urgently. The num-
ber of persons who have pledged for organ and/or tissue donation
with NOTTO swelling to more than 14 lakhs speaks volumes about
the growing awareness of organ donation and awareness about the
legal framework of Brain Stem death will encourage family mem-
bers of Brain-stem dead to donate the organs to save lives of many.
A person legally in possession of the deceased person including a
parent, spouse, son/ daughter or brother/sister can sign the con-
sent form to give consent for the removal of organs. Awareness
campaign for whole body donation or organ donation after one's
death for transplantation and medical training and research has
gained ground in the country. The awareness needs to be scaled up
to the next level through a special focus on the importance of brain-
stem death in organ transplantation. Strengthening the implemen-
tation of the NOTP at state levels for infrastructure development,
the building required human resources and advocacy requires mak-
ing organ donation a popular social movement. Preventing and
controlling the diseases which cause organ failure should also be
prioritized to reduce the demand for transplantation so that the
gap between demand and availability of organs for transplant can
also be reduced.

Organ donation awareness 

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is disheartening to learn that people are in a panic as med-
ical practitioners are warning about a mysterious virus known

as the "tomato flu," that is spreading across the country. This novel,
highly contagious virus that has been discovered in Kerala is what
causes tomato fever, according to a study that was published re-
cently in the Lancet Respiratory Journal. In several areas, the virus is
thought to primarily infect infants between the ages of 1 and 5. To
date, apart from Kerala, Tamilnadu, and Odisha, no other regions in
India have been affected by the virus," says a report published in
The Lancet. The report made it very obvious that, to date, the virus
has not spread to any other parts of India except Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and Odisha. This new rare viral infection is in an endemic state and
is considered non-life threatening.The infection causes rashes, skin
irritation and dehydration, and painful blisters, and sometimes it
may be fatal as well, according to doctors. Early signs include a high
fever, tiredness, body aches, and extremely painful joint pain. These
symptoms are followed by red blisters that resemble monkey pox-
like lesions and slowly enlarge to the size of a fruit. The symptoms
also match those of COVID-19, dengue, chikungunya, the flu, and
hand, foot, and mouth disease, thus before someone is identified as
having tomato flu, numerous tests are performed to rule out many
other possibilities. Notably, the illness does not offer any significant
risks for life. The self-limiting, non-lethal tomato flu can be treated
by unwinding, drinking lots of fluids, and sponging the rash with hot
water. There is currently no test or treatment for the virus. The best
way to stop further transmission and defend yourself against the
tomato flu virus, according to the researchers, is to isolate infected
cases, maintain good hygiene, sanitize the nearby items or environ-
ment, and prevent infected children from coming into contact with
items shared with uninfected children. The easiest approach to pre-
vent the flu is therefore, to practice good cleanliness, and parents
are urged to seek assistance from a health professional if they see
any symptoms in their children.

Follow preventive measures

Tiredness can change how 
generous you are new research
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New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

He doesn't find any par-
ticular pattern to his pro-
longed slump in form un-
like 2014, but then to suc-
ceed in international
cricket for as long as Virat
Kohli has, it couldn't have
happened without his abil-
ity to counter adversities.

The former India skip-
per has gone without an
international hundred
across formats for nearly
three years now but he
feels that there isn't much
scope for course correc-
tion.

The reason being that he
isn't having any particular
technical problem like one
he had during England
tour of 2014 when he was
poking at deliveries on off-
stum,p channel.

"I know where my game
stands and you cannot run
this far in your interna-
tional career without hav-
ing the ability to counter
situations and counter
conditions and counter
different kinds of bowling.
So, this for me, is an easier
phase to process, but I
don't want to put this
phase behind me," Kohli
said on Star Sports show
'Game Plan'.

He then spoke how a pat-
tern of dismissals was de-

tected on that tour and
then after technical adjust-
ments scored nearly 600

runs during the tour of
2018. "What happened in
England was a pattern, so

something that I could
work on and something
that I had to kind of over-
come. Right now, as you
rightly mentioned, there is
nothing that you can point
out saying that the prob-
lem is happening here,"
Kohli noted. However of
late, Kohli has got out in
every possible manner, to
rising deliveries, to fuller
balls, to swinging deliver-
ies, to cutters, off-spin, leg-
spin and left-arm spin.

He feels that when there
aren't any patterns, that's
the best thing to have hap-
pened.

"So, that for me, is actu-
ally an easier thing to
process because I know
that I'm batting well and at
times, when I start feeling
that rhythm back, then I
know that I'm batting well.

"So, that for me is not an
issue, which wasn't the
case in England (2014). I
didn't feel like I was bat-
ting well at all. So, I had to
work hard on one thing
that could be exposed
again and again which I
overcame; right now this
is not the case," he added.

As he gets ready for the
Asia Cup, Kohli knows
that he will have to fight
these ups and downs
which are part and parcel
of an elite sportsman's life.

Wouldn't have come this far in
int'l cricket without ability to

counter situations: Virat Kohli
Tokyo, Aug 24 (PTI):

Last edition's runner-
up Kidambi Srikanth on
Wednesday crashed out of
the World
Championships after a
straight game defeat to
world number 32 Zhao
Jun Peng here.

Kidambi went down
against his Chinese coun-
terpart 18-21, 17-21 in a
match lasting only 34
minutes.

The 29-year-old was out
of sorts in the opening
game as it took only 12
minutes for Zhao to take a
1-0 lead in the match.

The Indian, already on
the back foot, tried to up
the ante in the second
game and led 16-14 but too
many unforced errors
helped Zhao secure the
victory.

In other matches, reign-
ing Commonwealth
Games champion
Lakshya Sen sailed into
the men's singles pre-
quarterfinals with a
straight game win over
Spain's Luis Penalver.

The young Indian bad-
minton ace Sen won his
second round contest 21-
17 21-10, taking 72 min-
utes to complete the for-
mality.

After trailing 3-4, the
ninth seeded Sen grabbed
a six-point lead to be 13-7.
The Indian continued to
stay ahead before com-

fortably wrapping up the
first game. Sen, a world
championship bronze
medallist, then main-
tained his stranglehold
over the Spanish shuttler
and won the second game
by a bigger margin.

In the second game, the
first six points were
shared between the two
players, but the 21-year-
old Indian pulled ahead
riding on his superior
play.

Enjoying a massive
nine-point lead at one
stage of the second game,
it was only a matter of

time before Sen complet-
ed the job.

Earlier, the Indian
men's doubles pair of M R
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila
moved to the pre-quarter-
finals but Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy made a second
round exit from the pres-
tigious tournament.

The unseeded Arjun
and Kapila upstaged
eighth seeds and last edi-
tion's bronze medallists
Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen of
Denmark 21-17 21-16 in
their second round

match. They will face Hee
Yong Kai Terry and Loh
Kean Hean of Singapore
next.

Ponnappa and Sikki, on
the other hand, were
handed a 21-15 21-10 loss
by top seeds Chen Qing
Chen and Jia Yi Fan of
China in 42 minutes.

The other women's dou-
bles pairing of Pooja
Dandu and Sanjana
Santosh's also crashed
out of the tournament,
going down to third seeds
Lee So Hee and Shin
Seung Chan of Korea 15-
21 7-21.

BWF Worlds: Sen into 
pre-quarters; Srikanth loses

Winston-Salem, Aug 24 (AP):

Dominic Thiem, playing
in his first tournament on
American soil since win-
ning the 2020 U.S. Open, de-
feated top-seeded Grigor
Dimitrov in the second
round of the Winston-
Salem Open after Dimitrov
retired because of dizzi-
ness.

Dimitrov was leading
the match 6-0, 2-4 at the
time.

That's not the way I want
to win a match, especially
against Grigor, Thiem said.

Thiem reached a career-

high No. 3 in the world
rankings in March of 2020
and remained in the top
five until injuring his right
wrist 14 months ago.

Maxime Cressy of the
United States, the No. 4
seed, moved into the third
round with a 6-3, 6-3 win
over Australia's James
Duckworth, and fellow
American Steve Johnson
defeated No. 12 seed Pedro
Martinez of Mexico 7-6 (2),
6-2. Fifth-seeded Lorenzo
Musetti from Italy was
upset in the second round
by France's Richard
Gasquet 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-1, and

No. 6 seed Nikoloz
Basilashvili from Georgia
fell to Brazil's Thiago
Monteiro 6-4, 6-1.

Gasquet's countrymen
Adrian Mannarino and
Benjamin Bonzi also ad-
vanced with second-round
wins, capping a big day for
France. Mannarino defeat-
ed ninth-seeded Emil
Ruusuvuori of Finland 6-4,
6-1, while the 10th-seeded
Bonzi eliminated
Germany's Peter
Gojowczyk 6-4, 6-2.

Australia's Jack Draper
and Jason Kubler also won,
along with Serbia's Laslo
Djere, who beat 16th-seeded
Joao Sousa of Portugal 4-6,
6-3, 7-6 (5).

In doubles action, the
No. 1 seeded team of
Nikola Mektic and Mate
Pavic from Croatia ad-
vanced with a 6-4, 6-3 win
over Ukrainian-
Kazakhstani's Aleksandr
Nedovyesov and Pakistan's
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi.
However, second-seeded
Ivan Dodig of Croatia and
Austin Krajicek of the
United States were ousted
by Simone Bolelli of Italy
and Marcelo Melo of Brazil
6-4, 7-6 (3).

Thiem wins in Winston-Salem after
top seed Dimitrov retires

Dubai, Aug 24 (PTI):

Indian opener Shubhman Gill has
jumped a whopping 45 places to be
ranked 38th in the ICC ODI rankings
released on Wednesday.

The 22-year-old youngster had a
memorable outing in the recently
concluded three-match ODI series
against Zimbabwe that also saw him
scoring his maiden ton (130 off 97
balls) in the last game in Harare.

Meanwhile, former Indian skip-
per Virat Kohli, who did not feature
in the ODI series against Zimbabwe,
held on to his fifth position with a
rating points of 744.

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma,
who was also rested in the series
against Zimbabwe, was static in the
sixth spot.

However, veteran batter Shikhar
Dhawan who also had a decent out-
ing against the Southern African na-
tion (154 runs in three matches) that
saw him scoring two half centuries
in the first and third games respec-
tively, lost a spot to be ranked 12th in
the latest rankings.

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam has
contnued his lead as the top-ranked
ODI batter in the world (891) and is
distantly followed by South African
Rassie van der Dussen (789).

In the bowling chart, New Zealand
star pacer Trent Boult remains on
top while the all-rounder's list is led
by Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan.

ICC ODI Rankings: Gill jumps 45 places
to 38th; Kohli remains static in fifth

Sania Mirza pulls out of
US Open due to injury

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

Star Indian tennis
player Sania Mirza has
pulled out of the upcom-
ing US Open doubles
event due to an injury
that she had sustained
two weeks back in
Canada, a development
which will lead to a
change in her retirement
plans.

The 35-year-old Sania
said in an Instagram post
that she had injured her-
self during the Canadian
Open in Toronto this
month and the scans
showed a torn tendon.

"Hi guys, a quick up-
date. I just have some not
so great news. I hurt my
forearm/elbow while
playing in Canada two
weeks ago and obviously
didn't realise how bad it
was until got my scans
yesterday and unfortu-
nately I have in fact torn
a little bit of my tendon,"
Sania said in the
Instagram post.

"I will be out for weeks

and have pulled out of
the US Open," she wrote.

The US Open is sched-
uled to be held from
August 29 to September
11.

Sania, who had earlier
expressed her intention
to call it quits towards
the end of the 2022 sea-
son, said she will change
her retirement plans.

"This isn't ideal and is
terrible timing and it will
change some of my re-
tirement plans but I will
keep you all posted," she
said.

After reaching the
semifinals of the
women's doubles event in
Toronto with Madison
Keys, Sania also played at
last week's Cincinnati
Open.

Sania won the
Australian Open,
Wimbledon and US Open
women's doubles crown
once each, besides win-
ning one title each in the
Australian Open, French
Open and US Open mixed
doubles.

Rhythm
Sangwan wins
25m pistol trial

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

Haryana continued their domi-
nance in the national shooting
selection trials as the in-form
Rhythm Sangwan won the
women's 25m pistol competition
here on Wednesday. She shot 31
hits in the medal round to leave
behind Maharashtra's Abhidnya
Ashok Patil who had 27 to her
name. Delhi teenager Naamya
Kapoor was third with 22 hits at
the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting
Range. Rhythm finished on top
of the 93-woman qualification
field with a score of 585 after
her allotted 60 shots. Abhidnya
was fifth with 577, and Naamya
sixth, with 575. Abhidnya did
finish ahead of Rhythm in the
semis (on countback) with 11
hits each, but was no match for
her in the final.

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

India opener Mayank
Agarwal has included the
sweep and reverse sweep
shots in his game, which he
uses even against the pac-
ers, to get his white-ball ca-
reer back on track.

Agarwal, who started his
international career with
Test cricket, was originally
not included in the Indian
team for the fifth resched-
uled game in England in
July. He later flew to

Birmingham as cover for
injured K L Rahul.

On the white ball front
too, he has had endured a
tough run. Leading Punjab
Kings in the IPL, he could
only score 196 runs in 12 in-
nings at a strike rate of
122.50. While Punjab have
parted ways with head
coach Anil Kumble after
three seasons, Agarwal
might get to keep his job for
the 2023 season.

"In the last four months,
I've really worked hard on

my batting. As you can see,
I've started sweeping and
reverse-sweeping the ball,
that too against the fast
bowlers. I've opened up
four-five areas in my game
which are paying rich divi-
dends. I am very happy that
the hard work I put in is
paying off now," Agarwal
told ESPNcricinfo.

"Getting two hundreds in
a T20 tournament like the
Maharaja Trophy feels
amazing. It feels really nice
when the players respond to
you the way you want.
Obviously runs behind my
back really makes me feel
good and then I can lead
from the front," said
Agarwal.

After 21 Tests and five
ODIs, Agarwal faces uncer-
tainty in his international
career. "I am somebody who
isn't going to give up,"
Agarwal said about his in-
ternational future. "I am
going to keep chasing it and
improve my game with
each passing day.

Agarwal employs sweep shots to get
white-ball career back on track

Dubai, Aug 24 (PTI):

Former Australian all-
rounder Shane Watson
feels Virat Kohli will be
mentally and physically
rejuvenated after a month-
long break from cricket
ahead of the Asia Cup,
starting later this week.

Kohli is enduring his
worst phase of career and
has not scored a century in
international cricket since
November 2019.

The star batter will re-
turn to cricket after miss-
ing out the series against
the West Indies and
Zimbabwe. "Having time

off for him certainly,
would (help him) just be
able to regenerate mental-
ly, physically, just be able
to get away from the game
of cricket," Watson said on
the ICC Review Show.

"You could just see that
his energy was a bit
sapped, even during the
IPL. You could tell, no mat-
ter how much he tried he
was always up and about,
but you could see the light
was just out a tiny bit," he
added. Kohli's last assign-
ment was the England
tour where he could man-
age just 76 runs from six
innings across formats,
which included the
rescheduled fifth Test, two
ODIs and as many T20s in
July. "This month that he's
had off cricket will make
sure that that light's shin-
ing very bright going into
this Asia Cup, knowing
there's a T20 World Cup in
Australia coming up very
soon as well.

Kohli will be mentally and
physically fresh ahead of

Asia Cup, says Watson PM Modi inaugurates cancer hospital in Mohali
Mohali, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said ho-
listic health care has
been a priority in the
country for the past
eight years and more
work has been done
in this field than the

last seven decades.
Modi said this after in-

augurating 300-bed Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital
and Research Centre at
Mohali's Mullanpur. The
facility has been built at a
cost of over Rs 660 crore by
Tata Memorial Centre, an
aided institute under the
Union Department of
Atomic Energy.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Modi stressed that
prevention is better than
cure and good health care
does not mean building
four walls only. In the past

eight years, holistic
health care has been a pri-
ority, the prime minister
said.

More work has been
done in health care in
seven or eight years than
over 70 years, he claimed.

Reaching out to cancer
patients and their fami-
lies, Modi said "We don't
need to be scared of can-
cer but we have to fight it.
I know many people who
have defeated cancer."

The prime minister
said over 1.50 lakh health
and wellness centres are
being set up in the coun-
try, of which 1.25 lakh
have already started func-
tioning.

In Chandigarh, people
from remote areas of
Himachal Pradesh come
to the PGIMER for treat-
ment, he said.

In Himachal Pradesh's
Bilaspur, an AIIMS has

been built and over here a
big facility for cancer
treatment is available
now, he said.

Modi said for a long
time, there has been an as-
piration in the country for
a health care system,
which cares for the poor,
saves them from illness

and provide affordable
treatment. Referring to the
pledge to make India a de-
veloped nation in 25 years,
Modi said for this the
health care system also
needs to be developed.

When people get modern
hospitals and facilities,
they will become more

healthy, he said. The coun-
try has got a modern hos-
pital today and in this Tata
Memorial Centre has
played a key role, he said,
adding that the Centre is
helping save lives of peo-
ple.

Homi Bhabha Cancer
Hospital and Research
Centre is a 300-bed facility
equipped with facilities
such as MRI, mammogra-
phy, digital radiography
and brachytherapy to treat
all types of cancer using
available treatment modal-
ities like surgery,
chemotherapy, im-
munotherapy and bone
marrow transplant.

The hospital will act as a
tertiary care centre to pa-
tients not only from
Punjab but also from
Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Uttarakhand and
Rajasthan.

Rajnath calls upon SCO to fight terrorism unitedly
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Any form of terrorism,
including cross-border ter-
rorism, is a crime against
humanity and the menace
must be dealt with unitedly,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Wednesday
at a conclave of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in
Tashkent. In his address,
Singh also reaffirmed
India's resolve to fight all
forms of terrorism and
make the region peaceful,
secure and stable.

"Terrorism is one of the
most serious challenges
to global peace and securi-
ty. India reiterates its re-
solve to fight all forms of
terrorism and make the
region peaceful, secure
and stable," he said. "We
seek to develop joint insti-

tutional capabilities with
the SCO member states,
which, while respecting
the sensitivities of each
country, create the spirit
of cooperation among in-
dividuals, societies and
nations," he added.

Singh asserted that ter-
rorism in any form, in-

cluding cross-border ter-
rorism, committed by any-
one and for whatever pur-
pose, is a crime against
humanity, seen as an
oblique reference to
Pakistan. China and
Pakistan are among the
member states of the SCO.

The defence minister

also voiced India's full sup-
port for a peaceful, secure
and stable Afghanistan,
while highlighting the
need for respecting its sov-
ereignty, independence, ter-
ritorial integrity, national
unity and non-interference
in internal affairs.

He urged all parties to
encourage authorities in
Afghanistan to achieve na-
tional reconciliation
through dialogue and nego-
tiation and establish a
broad-based, inclusive and
representative political
structure in the country.

The defence minister
also underlined the impor-
tance of United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
resolutions in this regard.

Singh also added that the
Afghan territory must not
be used to intimidate or at-
tack any country by provid-

ing safe havens and train-
ing to terrorists and sup-
porting their activities
through financial assis-
tance. He stressed the need
to provide urgent humani-
tarian assistance to the
people of Afghanistan and
safeguard their fundamen-
tal rights.

Expressing India's con-
cern on the situation in
Ukraine, Singh stated that
New Delhi supports talks
between Russia and
Ukraine to resolve the cri-
sis. "India is concerned
about the humanitarian
crisis in-and-around
Ukraine. We have extended
our support for the efforts
of the UN Secretary-
General, UN agencies and
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) to
provide humanitarian as-
sistance," he added.

Centre approves second 
service extension for Odisha CS

Bhubaneswar, Aug 24 (PTI): 

Odisha chief secretary S
C Mohapatra has been
granted a second extension
in service for six more
months, officials said on
Wednesday. Mohapatra's
extension was granted by
the Centre at the recom-
mendation of Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
they said. The communica-
tion was sent to the Odisha
government by Kuldeep
Chaudhury, undersecre-
tary in the ministry of per-
sonnel public grievances
and pension through a let-
ter on August 23, 2022.

Mohapatra, whose first
extension is to end on
August 31, 2022, will now re-
main in office till February
28, 2023, the officials said.
The extension of his service
indicated that the state gov-

ernment is not keen on any
of the seven Odisha cadre
officers in the rank of the
additional chief secretary
rank, barring P K Jena, the
special relief commissioner
and Rajesh Verma, who was
appointed as secretary to
President Droupadi
Murmu. Mohapatra was
earlier tipped to become the
new chairperson of Odisha
Electricity Regulatory
Commission, a post lying
vacant since January 16,
2022. He had got his first ex-
tension due to the an-
nouncement of the pan-
chayat poll by the state gov-
ernment in February. He
had succeeded Asit
Tripathy as the Chief
Secretary on January 1,
2021. He is not the lone IAS
officer to get extension of
service as the chief secre-
tary of Odisha. R N Das was

the last chief secretary who
had got three extensions of
six months each during the
tenure of Biju Patnaik be-
tween 1990 and 1995.

Mohapatra, who hails
from Keonjhar district, is
known for his deft handling
of the caste riot in
Kandhamal district during
the chief ministership of
Biju Patnaik. When com-
munal riots took place in
the tribal district in 2007
and 2008 Naveen Patnaik
rushed him to it to control
the situation. He also han-
dled the Nabakalebar festi-
val of Lord Jagananth in
1996 during his stint as a
collector of Puri. He was
appointed the chief admin-
istrator of Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration in
2015 for the second time
during another edition of
the festival.

Restoration of Hindu, Jain deities inside Qutub Minar complex

ASI opposes intervention before court
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) on
Wednesday opposed a plea
before a Delhi court claim-
ing ownership of Qutub
Minar property, saying the
intervention petition was
baseless and devoid of any
logical or legal reasoning.

The court was hearing a
plea claiming that the in-
tervenor was a necessary
party in an appeal seeking
the restoration of deities
inside the alleged temple
complex within Qutub
Minar property.

The petition filed on
June 9 claimed that
Kunwar Mahender Dhwaj
Pratap Singh was an heir
of the United Province of
Agra and the owner of

lands in several cities in
and around Delhi, includ-
ing the property of Qutub
Minar.

The ASI said that the
plea was insufficient to as-
sert any right in the pres-
ent appeal and the inter-
venor's claim of owner-
ship of lands in and
around Delhi was not
raised before any court of
law since 1947.

As the time to file a case
for recovery or possession
or injunction had expired
by several decades, the
claim of ownership and
the right to the prevention
of interference in his prop-
erty had lapsed by the
principle of delay and
laches, the ASI said.

When Qutub Minar was
declared a protected monu-

ment in 1913 as per law, no
one raised objections and
the period of limitation
had lapsed many times
over, the ASI said.

It further said that the
intervenor did not chal-
lenge the ownership of
land and claim possession.

Also, the intervenor did
not implead the represen-
tative owners of land for
the centre and state, the
Land & Development
Office (L&DO) and Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) respectively, the ASI
said.

The objections could
only be resolved by an in-
dependent suit along with
the necessary parties as
defendants for redressal of
disputes, the ASI said.

Hence, the plea to be

joined as a necessary party
in the appeal is baseless
and devoid of any logical
or legal reasoning and
hence opposed, the ASI
said.

Taking note of the ab-
sence of the counsel of the
intervenor and providing
one last opportunity for
the counsel for making ar-
guments, Additional
District Judge Dinesh
Kumar posted the matter
for further hearing on
September 13.

Before the filing of the
current petition, the court
had earlier reserved an
order on the appeal against
a trial court order, dismiss-
ing the suit filed by advocate
Hari Shankar Jain on behalf
of Jain deity Tirthankar
Lord Rishabh Dev, claiming

that 27 temples were partly
demolished by Qutubdin
Aibak, a general in the
army of Mohammad Gauri,
and Quwwat-ul-Islam
Mosque was raised inside
the complex by reusing the
material.

Along with the restora-
tion of deities within the
alleged temple complex,
the original suit had also
sought the issuance of di-
rections to the central gov-
ernment for framing a
scheme of administration
and creating a trust to
maintain the property, wor-
ship, and conduct puja as
per the relevant provisions
of the Archaeological
Monuments and
Archaeological Sites 
and Remains (AMSAR)
Act, 1958.

Ex-ISRO scientists find fault with
Nambi Narayan’s biographical movie

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 24 (PTI): 

A group of former ISRO
scientists on Wednesday al-
leged that the claims made
by ex-ISRO scientist Nambi
Narayanan in the movie
'Rocketry: The Nambi
Effect' and through some
television channels, were
false and amounts to de-
faming the space agency.

Dr A E Muthunayagam,
Director, LPSE, ISRO; Prof
E V S Namboothiri, project
director, cryogenic engine
and D Sasikumaran, the
Deputy Director, cryogenic
engine, and other former
scientists from ISRO on
Wednesday met the media
here to "debunk" the claims
made in the movie.
Directed, produced and
written by actor R
Madhavan, the biographi-
cal drama is based on the
life of aerospace engineer
Nambi Narayanan.

Madhavan also plays

the lead role in the movie.
"We are forced to tell the
public certain matters as
Nambi Narayanan has
been defaming ISRO and
other scientists through
the movie Rocketry: The
Nambi Effect, and also
through television chan-
nels. His claims that he is
the father of many proj-
ects is false.

He even claimed in the
movie that he once cor-
rected A P J Abdul Kalam,
who went on to become
the Indian President. That
is also false," the former
scientists said. They also
said that they have asked
the current chairman of
ISRO S Somanath to take
a decision on the false
claims made in the movie.

The scientists said that
Narayanan's claim in the
movie that his arrest had
led to a delay in India ac-
quiring cryogenic tech-
nology was wrong.

They said ISRO began
to develop cryogenic tech-
nology in the 1980s and E
V S Namboothiri was in-
charge. "Narayanan was
not having any connec-
tion with the project,"
they claimed. The group
of former scientists also
claimed that at least 90
per cent of matters men-
tioned in the movie in
connection with ISRO 
are false.

"We also came to know
that Narayanan has
claimed in some televi-
sion channels that all that
was said in the movie was
true. Some scientists have
even raised concern that
Narayanan was taking
credit for many of their
achievements," they said.
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A pandal structure on the theme of Kashi Vishwanath temple being constructed by a Ganpati mandal ahead of
the Ganesh Utsav at Lalbaug, in Mumbai, Wednesday.

GANESH UTSAV

Former ISRO scientists A.E. Muthunayagom (R) and
D.Sasikumar during a press conference on the movie
Rocketry: The Nambi Effect in Thiruvananthapuram,
Wednesday.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence Ministers’ meet-
ing, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

Herd of wild elephants
stay put in rubber

plantation in Kerala
Thrissur (Kerala), Aug 24 (PTI):
A herd of wild elephants is
camping in a rubber planta-
tion near a forest area in this
central Kerala district de-
spite efforts by the forest offi-
cials to send them back into
the wild, a senior officer said
on Wednesday. The presence
of a herd of 24 wild ele-
phants are reported from an
estate near the forests under
Palappilly forest range in
Chalakkudy.

Same-sex marriage: HC to 
hear pleas for live streaming of

proceedings on December 6
New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday said it would
hear on December 6 a
plea by LGBTQ couples
seeking live streaming of
proceedings on a batch of
petitions to recognise
same-sex marriage
under various laws.

The court deferred the
hearing of the matter
due to a paucity of time
today.

The counsel for the pe-
titioners urged the court
for an early hearing in
the matter and sought a
shorter date.

However, a bench of
Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium
Prasad said, It is almost 5
PM. The hearing de-
ferred to December 6.
(shorter date) not possi-
ble, we are overcrowded.

Advocate Maneka
Guruswamy, appearing
for some of the petition-
ers, said there is an appli-
cation for live streaming
of the proceedings and
pleadings are complete
and the request would be
for an early hearing as
both sides recognise the
importance of the issue.

The Centre has op-
posed the plea seeking
live streaming saying
that live telecast of these
proceedings may not be
advisable as it may in-
volve sharp ideological
schisms.

The Centre said in the
recent past, there have
been cases where even in
matters which were not
fully live-streamed , there
has been serious unrest
caused, and wild and un-
necessary allegations

have been levelled
against sitting judges of
the Supreme Court.

It is well known that
judges cannot really de-
fend themselves in pub-
lic fora and their
views/opinions are ex-
pressed in the judicial
pronouncements, the
Centre, in its fresh affi-
davit filed on August 20,
said.

The high court had
earlier expressed dis-
pleasure over the filing of
an affidavit by the Centre
opposing the live stream-
ing plea, as it contained
certain alleged objection-
able words.

In the fresh affidavit,
the Centre said that pro-
ceedings like the present
one are likely to be ex-
tremely charged and will
involve passionate argu-
ments from both sides
and certain
arguments/comments
from either lawyer or the
bench may likely evoke
sharp and unwanted re-
actions.

Such reactions may
find vent either in social
media or may even trans-
gress from virtual media
into the real lives of the
people involved. It is also
a possibility that such
live streaming may be ed-
ited/ morphed and the
entire sanctity of the
same may be lost.

To maintain the solem-
nity, dignity, and serious-
ness of court proceed-
ings, particularly in mat-
ters such as the present
one wherein sharp ideo-
logical schisms may be
present, it may be advis-
able that the proceedings
not be telecast live, it
said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during the inau-
guration of ‘Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre’, in Mohali, Wednesday.


