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Ahmedabad/New Delhi,
Aug 22 (PTI): Delhi
Deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia on
Monday claimed that he
was “offered the CM’s
post” by the BJP and clo-
sure of all cases if he quit
AAP and joined the saf-
fron party, which hit back,
accusing him of trying to
deflect attention from the
corruption charges.

The startling claims of
Sisodia came days after
his house was raided by
the CBI over allegations of
corruption in the imple-
mentation of the Delhi ex-
cise policy, even as

Northeast Delhi BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari asked the
AAP leader to name the
person who made these of-
fers from the party.

Sisodia, who along with
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is on a two-day
visit to Gujarat to reach
out to voters ahead of the

assembly polls scheduled
for later this year, also
played the caste card. “I
have received a message
from the BJP — Leave
AAP and join BJP. We will
ensure that all cases by
CBI and ED against you
are shut.

“My reply to BJP — I
am a descendant of
Maharana Pratap and a
Rajput. I am ready to get
beheaded but can never
bow down before conspir-
ators and corrupt people.
All the cases against me
are false. Do whatever you
want to do,” he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Terrorist arrested
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Monday arrested a
“hybrid terrorist” of
Lashkar-e-Taiba involved in
the August 15 grenade
attack on a minority habi-
tation in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Budgam district,
taking the total number of
arrests in the case to three.
The terrorist was identified
as Suhail Ahmad Malik,
police said. “Police today
arrested one more hybrid
terrorist of proscribed out-
fit Lashkar-e-Taiba who
was involved in a grenade
attack on minorities,” a

police spokesperson said.

IAC Vikrant
KKoocchhii:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will com-
mission the country’s first
indigenously-built aircraft
carrier (IAC) Vikrant on
September 2, official
sources said. The Prime
Minister will officially
induct the vessel to the
Indian Navy at a specially
arranged venue inside the
Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL) here, which manu-
factured the over Rs
20,000 crore warship. 
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Activists and members of
various women organisa-

tions stage a protest against
remission of the sentence

given to the convicts of
Bilkis Banos case by Gujarat

government, at freedom
park in Bengaluru, Monday.
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New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday told a
group of civil society rep-
resentatives the party’s
upcoming ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ is like a “tapasya”
for him and that he is
ready for the “long battle”
to unite the country.

The Congress had an-
nounced last week it will
launch on September 7 the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ —
being billed by the party as
the longest yatra mounted
in this country over the
last century. Interacting
with civil society mem-
bers at the ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra Conclave’ at the
Constitution Club here,
Gandhi said the Yatra is

like “tapasya” for him, ac-
cording to sources.

“I know uniting India
(Bharat Jodo) is going to
be a long battle and I am
ready for it,” Gandhi was
quoted as saying.
Stressing that the politics

of the country has become
“polarised”, Gandhi said
the idea of undertaking
the yatra is to tell that on
one side there is the ideol-
ogy of the Sangh and on
the other side is the ideolo-
gy of uniting everyone.

Moscow, Aug 22 (PTI):

Russia’s top intelli-
gence agency said on
Monday that it has de-
tained an Islamic State
terrorist from a Central
Asian country who un-
derwent special training
to carry out a suicide at-
tack against a member of
India’s leadership elite
for the offensive com-
ments on the Prophet.

According to Russia’s
Federal Security Service
(FSB), the foreign nation-
al was recruited by one of
the Islamic State’s ring-
leaders as a suicide
bomber sometime be-

tween April and June
2022, while in Turkey,
state-owned TASS news
agency reported.

“The Federal Security
Service has identified
and apprehended in
Russia a member of the
outlawed (by the Russian
Federation) Islamic State

international terrorist
organisation. The de-
tainee is a native of a
Central Asian country,
who planned to commit a
terrorist attack against a
member of India’s ruling
circles by blowing him-
self up, the FSB said. The
terrorist’s “ideological

indoctrination was con-
ducted remotely via
Telegram messenger ac-
counts and during per-
sonal meetings in
Istanbul with an IS repre-
sentative, the Russian
Federal Security
Service’s Center for
Public Relations (CPR)
said.

The FSB noted that the
would-be suicide bomber
swore allegiance to the IS
Emir (chief), after which
he was instructed to leave
for Russia, draw up the
necessary documents and
fly to India to commit this
act of terrorism, the re-
port said.

Bhopal, Aug 22 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday
chaired a Central Zonal
Council meeting in Bhopal
which the Uttar Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh chief
ministers attended virtu-
ally as they could not ar-
rive due to heavy rains in
the Madhya Pradesh capi-
tal.

Shah arrived around
1.30 am on Monday in
Bhopal amid heavy rains.

MP Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and state BJP president

Vishnu Dutt Sharma were
among those who wel-
comed Shah at the airport.

The Central Zonal
Council comprises
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Chouhan earlier in a
statement said it is an im-
portant meeting in which

issues like the welfare of
S c h e d u l e d
Castes/Scheduled Tribes,
farmers’ welfare, crime
against women and chil-
dren, internal security
and prevention of terror-
ism and Naxalism will be
discussed at length, which
will benefit all the four
states.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) on Monday made it
mandatory for goods vehicles,
manufactured on or after
September 1, used for carrying
dangerous or hazardous mate-
rials to be fitted with location
tracking device.

The ministry in a notification
said it has been brought to the
notice that vehicles, which are
not under the ambit of national
permit, carrying various gases
viz. argon, nitrogen, oxygen
etc. and goods of dangerous or
hazardous nature, are not fit-
ted with Vehicle Location
Tracking Devices. “Accordingly,
the ministry, has mandated

that every vehicle of cate-
gories N2 and N3, manufac-
tured on and after the 1st day
of September, 2022, in the case
of new models, and 1st day of
January, 2023, in the case of
existing models, carrying dan-
gerous or hazardous goods,
shall be fitted with a vehicle
tracking system device as per
Automotive Industry Standard
(AIS) 140,” it said.

Category N2 vehicle means
motor vehicles used for car-
riage of goods and having a
gross vehicle weight exceeding
3.5 tonnes but not exceeding
12 tonnes. Category N3 vehicle
means vehicles used for car-
riage of goods and having a
gross vehicle weight exceeding
12 tonnes.

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI):

An anthropologist and
academician from the
United Kingdom involved
in research on fishing
communities in Kerala
Monday approached the
Delhi High Court against
denial of entry into India
and his deportation upon
arrival at
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port earlier this year.

Justice Yashwant
Varma asked the counsel
for the Centre to seek in-
structions on the plea and
listed the case for further
hearing in October. In his

plea, Filippo Osella, said
that till date, the reasons
behind his forceful depor-
tation from
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port and denial of entry
on March 23 in spite of a
valid visa are unknown
and his representations to
the authorities remain
unanswered. The social
scientist said that the con-
duct of the authorities
was unfair, unjust and ar-
bitrary as well as ultra
vires the Constitution of
India, international law,
and fundamental human
rights and dignity.
Shockingly, when the peti-

tioner landed in
Thiruvananthapuram at
3.05 AM after a journey of
about twenty hours with a
layover in Dubai he was
denied entry and was
forcibly deported. Reasons
were disturbingly absent
in this high-handed and
arbitrary conduct of the
Immigration authorities
at Thiruvananthapuram
airport. By 4:30 AM, the
Professor was literally
marched back and bun-
dled into the same aircraft,
in which he had arrived
and was unjustly deported
- much like a hardened
criminal, the petition said.

GGooaallppaarraa  ((AAssssaamm)),,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Two Islamic clerics (Imams)
allegedly involved in radicalis-
ing Muslim youths in the state
and having links with terror
outfit Al-Qaeda in Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) have
been arrested in Assam’s
Goalpara district, district
police said on Monday.

The duo were taken into
custody on August 20 and
arrested the next day for their
alleged links with Bangladesh
outfits engaged in radicalising
youths , Superintendent of
Police V V Rakesh Reddy told
reporters.

The police have registered a
case against the duo under the
stringent Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act (UAPA) and
with investigations on more
such people are likely to be
arrested soon, he said.

The arrested have been
identified as Abdus Sobahan, a
cleric of Tinkonia Shantipur
Masjid under Mornoi police
station and Jalaluddin, a cleric
of Tilapara Masjid under Matia
police station. Sobahan is a
member of AQIS, the SP said.

Both the arrested clerics
have been engaged in radical-
ising youths and in jihadi activ-
ities since the last three to four
years. We have also found that
they have links with several
jihadis arrested in the state
earlier and another who was
apprehended in West Bengal,’’
Reddy said.

Russia detains ISIS terrorist plotting
suicide attack against Indian elite

An Islamic State 

terrorist, who was 

plotting a suicide attack

against a member of

Indias leadership elite

for offensive comments

on Prophet, being 

detained in Russia. 

‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ like ‘tapasya’ for me
Ready for ‘long battle’ to unite country: Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra Conclave, in New Delhi, Monday.

Govt makes location tracking mandatory
for vehicles used for hazardous goods

Two Islamic clerics 
arrested for links with AQIS

Anthropologist from UK moves Delhi
HC against denial of entry into India

BJP offered ‘Delhi CM post’, closure of all 
cases if I join them: Sisodia claims

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia address a press conference in
Ahmedabad, Monday.

Union minister Shah chairs Central
Zonal Council meet in Bhopal 

 UP & Chhattisgarh CMs
participate virtually

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The committee on
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) formed four sub-
groups on mandated topics,
including making “MSP
more effective and trans-
parent” in its first meeting
on Monday but Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM)
remained absent.

The committee, headed
by former agriculture sec-
retary Sanjay Agrawal, dis-
cussed ways to “promote
zero budget based farm-
ing”, to “change” crop pat-
terns keeping in mind the
changing needs of the
country, and to make MSP
more “effective and trans-
parent”.

The panel has 26 mem-
bers including the chair-
man, while three member-
ship slots are kept aside for
representatives of SKM.

“After a day long deliber-
ation, the committee decid-
ed to form four sub-groups
or committees on three
mandated topics,” the com-
mittee member Binod
Anand told PTI.

Anand, who is holding
the charge of general sec-
retary at farmers’ group
CNRI, said the first group
will study Himalayan states
as well as the cropping pat-
tern and crop diversifica-
tion and how to ensure MSP
support in those states.

The second group on
micro irrigation — to be
headed by Sukhpal Singh
from IIM-Ahmedabad — will
study how to make micro-
irrigation farmer-centric.
Currently, micro irrigation
is driven by government
subsidies and the group will
examine how to generate
farmers demand for this, he
said.

The third group — led by
a representative of National
Institute of Agricultural
Extension Management
(MANAGE) — will study
‘zero budget based farm-
ing’, including organic and
natural farming methods,
and generate consensus of
farmers.

The fourth group — to be
led by Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) — along with
Hyderabad-based Central
Research Institute for
Dryland Agriculture
(CRIDA) and Nagpur-based
National Bureau of Soil
Survey and Land Use
Planning (NBSSLUP) and
one more institute will
study the crop diversifica-
tion and cropping pattern
across the country and sub-
mit a background report, he
added. “The four groups
will hold separate meetings
and the committee’s final
meeting will he held in
September-end,” Anand
said.

Committee on MSP sets up four
sub-groups to discuss key issues
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‘TITANIC MODEL’

The model of the ship ‘Titanic’ is in the making at the Kalibadi for the festival of Ganeshotsav.

Action taken against law offenders in capital city
Raipur, Aug 22: In order to
ensure law & order situa-
tion in the capital city and
to take action against crim-
inals, the capital police
launched massive cam-
paign on Sunday night.
Under this the anti-social
elements active at various
sensitive places and dens in
all cities of different dis-

tricts were cleared. Along
with this they took action
against total 10 persons for

drinking in public places
and spreading distur-
bances and case was lodged
under Excise Act. Action
was also taken against 9 for
roaming around with but-
ton-based knives and action
was taken against total 150
for high-speed driving by
bikers uder the Motor
Vehicle Act.

Imbibe ideas of Baba Guru Ghasidas: Rudra Kumar

Raipur, Aug 22: State
Public Health Engineering
and Village Industries
Minister and Jagatguru
Guru Rudrakumar of
Satnami Samaj on
Monday participated in
the Satnam Sandesh Yatra
organised in Balod dis-
trict. On this occasion, he
said that all the followers
of Satnam Samaj should
imbibe the thoughts and
principles of Param Pujya
Baba Guru Ghasidas. He

gave detailed information
regarding the renuncia-
tion, holy deeds and glori-
ous legacy of the founder
of Satnam Panth, Param
Pujya Baba Guru
Ghasidas and other gurus.

Minister Guru Rudra

Kumar was addressing a
function organized by
Satnami Samaj at village
Pakurbhat near district
headquarter Balod on
Monday. On the occasion
of Gurudarshan, Rawati
and Satnam Sandesh

Shobhayatra in the pres-
ence of Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar, people of
Satnami community in
Balod district gave a cor-
dial and grand welcome.
During this, people of
Satnami community were
present in large numbers
in village Oteband Chowk,
Arjunda Chowk,
Gundardehi, village
Sikosa, village Padkibhat
and district headquarter
Balod and welcomed
Jagatguru Guru Rudra
Kumar of Satnami Samaj.
On this occasion, Minister
Guru Rudra Kumar also
unveiled statue of first
woman MP in village
Sikosa. Minister Guru

Rudrakumar also an-
nounced Rs 25 lakh for
Satnam Samajik Bhavan
in a program organized at
village Pakurbhat. He also
talked about on taking ac-
tion on the applications re-
lated to Public Health
Engineering Department
received during this pro-
gram and ensuring their
proper disposal. On this
occasion, Minister Guru
Rudrakumar also appreci-
ated the work of district
Satnami Samaj for keep-
ing the Satnami communi-
ty united. He said that the
people of the society
should have knowledge of
the glorious history and
culture.

Implementation for shifting
of liquor shop start

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  Within three
days of declaration by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, the local dis-
trict administration took to
heels and start implementa-
tion of shifting of liquor shop
on main road of Telibandha
area here on Monday. The Dy.
Commissioner Excise issued
tender to remove liquor shop
from Telibandha on Monday.
It is notable here that it was
last on Aug 19, CM made a
declaration to shift the Liquor
shop in Telibandha as per
demand of general public and
gave instructions to the
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in this
regard.

So as per instructions from
Collector Surveshwar Bhure,
the Dy. Commissioner Excise
issued tender for shifting of

liquor shop in Telibandha near
Krishna Kunj to some other
place. In this tender, along
with the shifting of
Telibandha liquor shop, appli-
cations have been invited for
shifting of four other IIMFL
and one country liquor shop,
two composite liquor shop
and two premium liquor
shops. The bidding for the
tender can be saved in the
office of Excise Dy.
Commissioner in District
Collector office room No. 22
by3:00 pm of Sept 5, 2022.
The technical tender paper
will be opened on Sept 6 at
4:00 pm. To open financial bid,
separate tender will be issued
and detailed information in
this regard can be obtained
from Dy. Commissioner Excise
office in Collectorate.

Cong organises ‘mehangai choupal’ 
in street corners, markets

Raipur, Aug 22: Congress
today staged demonstra-
tion against price rise by
organising ‘mehangai
choupal’ in street corners
and markets. Congress
leaders also talked to the
common public over im-
pact of price rise. The
protest demonstration of
Congress was staged all
over the state. In Raipur
the demonstration was led
by MLA Vikas Upadhyay.
He organised ‘mehangai
choupal at Shahid Bhagat
Singh Block, Netaji
Kanhaiya Lal Banjari

Block, Sardar Vallabh
Bhai Patel Block. Local
traders and residents also
joined ‘mehangai
choupal’.

The people of the busi-
ness class coming to the
venues of ‘mehangai
choupal’ expressed anger
over imposition of tax on
pulses, rice, flour, cereals,
curd and lassi. All the
traders said that they
were not in favor of deci-
sion of the central govern-
ment to impose tax on
such items. They demand-
ed roll back of the deci-
sion in the interest of the
general public and busi-
nessmen.

MLA Vikas Upadhyay
said, for the first time
after independence prices

of milk increased by 71%,
salt by 41%, flour by 81%,
mustard by 122%, pulses
by 60-65% and vegetables
by 35%.

Vegetable prices have
gone up by 35%. Milk,
curd, sugar, salt, and even
cereals have been taxed.
Deep concern was also ex-
pressed by Vikas
Upadhyay on the continu-
ous rise in Petrol, Diesel
and LPG prices. Women of
the country are facing dif-
ficulties in running the
household, he said.

He alleged that policies
of Modi government of
BJP failed. People are fac-
ing difficulties due to im-
position of tax on food
grains, milk and other
items.

RKS invites Chief Minister to
attend Onam festival program 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  A delegation of
Raipur Kerala Samajam (RKS)
led by President VG Shashi
Kumar met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his residence
office here this evening and
invited the him to attend Onam
festival program as chief guest.
RKS delegation informed that
Onam is the main festival of
Kerala. This festival is a symbol
of harvesting and prosperity,
which people of all classes cele-
brate together. This year, the
program of Onam festival is
being organised by the Raipur
Kerala Samajam  on  September
17th at Raipur. The delegation
felicitated the Chief Minister by

presenting him a shawl. The
Chief Minister thanked the
Raipur Kerala Samajam for invit-
ing him to Onam program and
conveyed his best wishes. On
this occasion, the President of
Raipur Kerala Samajam, Mr. VG
Shashi Kumar, along with
General Secretary TC Shaji,

Treasurer, Thomas Anthony,
Secretary Philip Samuel, and
Subhash S, Joint Treasurer Sunil
Pillai, Executive Committee
members - PV Sashindran, Anil
Mathew, Abraham Lukose, Biju
Varghese, Sports Convenor
Shailesh Nair  and other office-
bearers were present.

Employees entering into 
negotiation not appropriate: CM

Raipur, Aug 22: With the
working in the govern-
ment offices getting affect-
ed for the second time, CM
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state government has
made many declarations
in favour of the state gov-
ernment employees and
they are getting benefit of
the same as well. In view
of demand of the employ-
ees, 6% DA has been hiked
and declaration in this re-
gard has been made and to
which half of the oragani-
sation of the employees’

have welcomed it. But few
employee organizations
have entered into negotia-
tions and demanded more
hike, which is not appro-
priate, he added.

Speaking to media per-
sons Baghel said that in
view of the state’s fi-
nances, this decision has
been taken. In addition to
this the government em-
ployees are availing other
benefits, be it 5 days work-
ing or free of cost electrici-
ty upto 400 units or the
case of fertilizers to the
farmers or the ration card
issue or the increase in
DA or for that matter old
pension scheme and even
after this if the govern-
ment employees want to
go on strike, they are free

to and the government
will do its needful.

It is notable here that
there are about 4 lakh gov-
ernment employees who
have entered on indefinite
strike on Aug 22 and it has
once again resulted in the
working coming to a
standstill. The members
of CG Karamchari
Adhikari Federation
(CKAF) have been de-
manding hike in 34% DA
and HRA at par with cen-
tral government employ-
ees and against which
only 6% DA has been
hiked in DA in the last an-
nouncement made and to
which one of the faction
of CKAF have welcomed
and other half are dissat-
isfied.

Employees on indefinite strike
Raipur, Aug 22:
Employees in various
government depart-
ments in Chhattisgarh
have started indefinite
strike on August 22 in
support of the demand
for hike in DA and HRA.
Indravati Bhavan in
Nava Raipur and district,
tehsil and block offices in
entire state remained
closed due to strike, al-
though works were car-
ried out in Mantralaya
(Mahanadi Bhavan).
Meanwhile workers in
the state capital Raipur
gathered at dharna site
Budhapara to stage
demonstration.

State Class Three
Workers Association pa-
tron Vijay Kumar Jha,
state president Ajay
Tiwari and Nyayik
Karmachari Sangh presi-
dent Yudheshwar Singh
Thakur said that

Judicial Workers
Association and Junior
State Administration
Service Association
members too have come
forward to join the strike.

Vijay Jha, patron of
Chhattisgarh Class
Three Government
Employees Association
said that the Court
Employees Union too ex-

tended full support to the
strike. On Monday, all the
employees of the courts
joined the strike and they
will continue to partici-
pate in the strike even

further, he said.
There was an effect of

the strike on the govern-
ment school in Raipur
but the schools were not
closed completely. In
Dani Girls School, more
than half of the teaching
staff decided to join the
strike. But children came
to the school and few
teachers conducted the
classes.

On the other hand
Jakesh, leader of the
Assistant Teachers
Federation, said that the
federation asked for
adding the demand for
pay discrepancy, but the
employees’ union did not
agree. Therefore they are
going to work in their of-
fices,

According to State
President of
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Association Sanjay
Sharma only 6% of the
teachers’ cadres have
gone on strike in districts
like Balrampur,
Kabirdham, Mungeli,
Dantewada while the the
rest are working.

Service to patients is true human religion: CM

Raipur, Aug 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the three-day free
of cost health service camp
at Balbir Singh Juneja
Indoor Stadium here on
Monday and he felicitated
the doctors and volunteers
rendering services in the
camp. On this occasion he

said that the doctors and
their team providing serv-
ices in the camp  show true
human service and it was
during the tough times of
Corona pandemic, we all
came together and ren-
dered services and respon-
sibilities for life safety. In
this camp, CM felicitated
the well-known doctors
from Hyderabad and
Raipur and their team and
volunteers on the dais.

The three-day free of cost
health camp in Indoor
Stadium started from Aug
21 and in these camps, well-
known doctors from

Hyderabad and state’s well-
known hospital are render-
ing their services. So far
around 2500 patients have
drawn benefit from this
camp. In this camp more
than 26 OPDs are opera-
tional and under this treat-
ment and consultancy for
diseases like cancer, heart
diseases, Ortho, Kidney
and others is being provid-
ed along with free of cost
medicines.

On this occasion CHB
Chairman Kuldeep Juneja,
Speaker RMC Pramod
Dubey, MiC member Akash
Tiwari, Ajit Kukreja,

Sunder Jogi, Neelam Jagat,
ex-corporator Radheshyam
Vibhar and other noted citi-
zens were present.

Terming the health serv-
ice camp as service to the
humanity, CM Baghel
hailed the services being
rendered by all the doctors,
their para-medical staff
and volunteers. He said
that during corona pan-
demic, doctors and their
team provided valuable
support and played an im-
portant role in saving lives
of many.

On this occasion Mayor
Ejaz Debhar said that
through such camps they
are trying to provide free of
cost medical services to
needy, destitute and help-
less persons and this is
being followed in Raipur
city on regular basis. On
this occasion Chairman
Ramkrishna Care Dr
Sandeep Dave, Dr
Devendra Nayak, Dr Sunil
Kalda also addressed the
gathering and reiterated
their commitment for full
assistance for such pro-
grammes in the near 
future.

Admn becomes vigilant in
view of proposed CM House

gherao programme

Raipur, Aug 22: The ad-
ministration has geared up
to tackle situation to be ris-
ing out of proposed CM
House gherao programme
of BJP-BJYM on August
24. According to informa-
tion available police offi-
cers and nearly two thou-
sand jawans have been
called to the capital Raipur.
They included 4 IPS, 40
ASP, CSP, DSP and 61 TI
rank officers.

According to administra-
tive sources BJYM workers
to be heading for demon-
stration would first be in-
tercepted in their towns
and cities. Those somehow
managing to go out of their
towns and cities would not

be allowed to enter capital.
They would be stopped
through checking points in
the borders of the capital.
Intensive checking would
be held in toll plazas. Cars,
autos, taxis and buses
would also be checked.
Checking would be carried
out in private vehicles if
more than 3 persons are
found travelling. Action
would be taken after check-
ing of licence, insurance
and permit.

Moreover police would
keep tabs on hotels, mar-
riage palaces, resorts, farm
houses, dharmashalas, hos-
tels and social buildings in
the capital and nearby
areas.

‘Cargo hub to be made
in Raipur Airport’

Raipur, Aug 22: Many im-
portant decisions were
taken on the proposals
submitted online by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the 23rd
Central Zonal Council
meeting under chairman-
ship of Union Home
Minister Shah in Bhopal
on Monday. Since the

weather was bad, CM
Baghel could not take
part in the meeting in per-
son. CM in the proposal
submitted online said
that in the country’s con-
stitution, India has been
termed as Federation of
states and therefore in
this the role and rights of
the states are envisaged.
So with this level of matu-
rity, the same mentality
should prevail at the top-
most policy regulatory
standard that there
should be full confidence
on the state and based
upon local conditions,

states should be given full
rights to carry out devel-
opment likewise.

Prominent among the
proposals from
Chhattisgarh included for
discussions in the Zonal
meeting are that Raipur
Airport will now be made
as Cargo hub. Central
Government will issue
Minimum Support Price
on ‘Kodo-Kutki’. On re-
quest from Chhattisgarh
government, the vermi-
compost developed under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, will
be provided benefit in line
of Nutrition Based
Subsidy given to chemical
fertilizers.

Out of total 19 agendas
taken up in the Central
Zonal Council meeting,
highest of 8 agendas were
taken up for discussions
were that of Chhattisgarh
and 3 were from MP gov-
ernment; 1 from
Uttarakhand.

Highest of 8 out of
total 19 agendas
were of Ch’garh
taken up in the
meeting 

CM Baghel attends
free of cost health
service camp; felici-
tates doctors, vol-
unteers rendering
services

If they are willing
they can go, govt
will take its own
action

Protests price rise,
stages demonstra-
tion against centre

Announcement of
Rs 25 lakh for
‘Satnam Samajik
Bhawan’



Children celebrate 
Krishna Janmashtami

Central Chronicle News

VViisshhrraammppuurrii,,  AAuugg  2222::  The chil-
dren of Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School (SAGEMS),
Vishrampuri, celebrated the
festival of Krishna
Janmashtami with great joy
and gaiety in the school prem-
ises.  On this occasion, children
participated in many programs
in a very attractive and unfor-
gettable manner, in which
competitions like fancy dress
competition, tableaux, matki
burst etc. were organized. 

A tableau was presented by
the children of the primary
school which was reminiscent
of the pastimes of Radha and
Krishna, while on the other
hand a fancy dress competi-
tion was also organized by the
little children which was mak-
ing the audience happy.  In
the end, the much awaited
program Matki Phod competi-
tion was also organized by the
elder children of the school.
The children involved in this
competition were encouraged
by the students and the audi-
ence as well as the teachers. 

It is remarkable that such
programs are organized in
Atmanand Vidyalaya for the
development of moral educa-
tion of children. Such pro-
grams are essential in the all
round development of the
children.  The contribution of
school management, teachers
and principal in making this
program successful on the oc-
casion of Krishna
Janmashtami was also com-

mendable. The program was
concluded by congratulating
the children on Krishna
Janmashtami by all the teach-
ers and the Principal.
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More than 600 villagers
examined thru 27 camps

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Aug 22:
Adani Foundation is hold-
ing free of cost medical
camp on regular basis
around the villages near
Parsa East & Kete Basin
(PEKB) Coal Mines. In
view of social responsibil-
ities of Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL), regu-
lar health check-up camps
are being organised in
total 13 villages including
gram Salhi, Parsa, Baasen
and in Gram Tara,
Ghatbarra, Janardanpur,
Fatepur.

The importance of
health in life tops the list
and it contributes to-
wards welfare and pros-
perity of the people. With
this objective Adani
Foundation is organising
health camps on regular
basis so as to make quali-
ty health services within
reach of common men.

In these camps, a team
of well-experienced doc-

tors of Adani Enterprises
conducts testing of BP,
Diabetes of the patients
and provide medical con-
sultancy. The patients are
also distributed free of
cost medicine for the dis-

eases they are suffering
with.

In the series of regular
health camps, a total of 27
camps have been organ-
ised in the month of
August and in which

more than 600 patients
have been examined and
provided with medical
consultancy.

RRVUNL under the so-
cial responsibility is run-
ning many programmes
in the field of education,
health livelihood protec-
tion and infrastructure
development in villages.

Among all the pro-
grammes being run
under guidance of Adani
Foundation since last
year, along with medical
centre in Gram Salhi, a
mobile medical unit has
also being provided to
provide medical services
door-to-door in nearby
villages as well.

In addition to this in
the field of quality educa-
tion, five students of
Class 10th from the sole
CBSE based Adani Vidya
Mandir in Gram Salhi,
have secured first place
in the academic year
2021-22 and brought lau-
rels to the village and
their parents.

By Adani Foundation in villages near PEKB mines in Aug

At SAGEMS Vishrampuri

‘Police-Choupal’ organised in villages of Patan Sub Division 
Bhilai, Aug 22: On the in-
structions of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) and Superintendent
of Police (Durg), Police
Choupal was organised in
different police station
areas of Patan sub-division.
The people were made
aware about cyber fraud,
traffic rules and crimes re-
lated to women, etc. People
were urged to immediately
inform the police if they
find someone indulging in
illegal activities. Thousands
of people attended the po-
lice-choupals which were
organised at seven different
places in Patan sub division
area.

Under the leadership of
Additional Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Ananth
Kumar, “Police Choupal”
was organized in Patan,

Amaleshwar, Utai,
Ranitarai, Jamgaon R,
Anda and Machandur.
Police sub-divisional officer
Devansh Singh Rathore and
the police station in-charges
of Patan, Utai, Amaleshwar,
Ranitarai, Anda, Jamgaon-
R and Manchadur visited
the villages and informed
the villagers about the ob-

jectives of organizing the
police choupal.

Amaleshwar Police
Station organised choupal
at Magarghata; Patan Police
Station organised Choupal
at Kasahi Pandar; Utai
Police Station organised the
choupal at Utai; Ranitarai
Police Station organised
Choupal at Kauhi;

Jamgaon(R) Police Station
organised choupal at
Kumhali; Anda Police
Station organised choupal
at Albaras; and Manchadur
Chowki organised the
choupal at Pauwara.

Thousands of people
were made aware through
p o l i c e - c h o u p a l .
Information related to dif-

ferent laws was given to the
villagers and information
related to traffic rules,
cyber security and infor-
mation of Abhivyakti App
for safety of women was
also shared. The villagers
appreciated the efforts of
the police officers and per-
sonnel. They said that this
move will reduce the dis-
tance between the common
people and cops. The
events of ‘Police Choupal’
will promote the trust of
common people on the cops
as well as create the fear of
police among criminals. As
per the instructions of sen-
ior officers, a public aware-
ness campaign will be con-
ducted through the pro-
gram of police-choupal in
all the police station areas
of Durg district including
Patan sub-division.

Home Minister visits flood affected areas 
Bhilai, Aug 22: Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu visited several vil-
lages of his assembly con-
stituency Durg Rural as
well as the villages which
were affected due to floods
recently. As the Home
Minister was out of the
state, he was unable to visit
the affected villages but
was continuously monitor-
ing the situation through
elected representatives,
supporters and party work-
ers. The office bearers of
District Panchayat Durg as
well as officials of public
works department, revenue
department, electricity de-
partment, agriculture de-
partment, water resources
department also accompa-
nied the Home Minister
during the visit to the vil-
lages so that they could un-
derstand the problems of
the villagers directly and
solve them as soon as possi-
ble. The villages that were
highly affected in the flood
were Albaras, Khada,
Ruda, Bhothali and

Changori. The villagers de-
manded to raise the height
of the access road. Home
Minister assured to get the
projects approved in the
budget. He discussed in de-
tail with the villagers about
the problems faced by them
during the flood. After tak-
ing direct information
from the people, he gave in-
structions to departmental

officers for resolving the
problems. The Tehsildar
and Patwari were directed
to inspect the crops of the
farmers and prepare a re-
port on the damage of
crops. After collecting in-
formation about the health
of the rural people, Home
Minister directed Dr
Belchandan, the Block
Medical Officer of this area

to conduct health checkup
camps in the villages. The
CEO of Janpad Panchayat
was asked to prepare a re-
port on the damage oc-
curred at Gauthans includ-
ing the loss of vermi com-
post, structure, vermin
tank, etc.

District Panchayat
President Shalni Rivendra
Yadav, Speaker
(Agriculture) Yogita
Chandrakar, Janpad
President Devendra
Deshmukh, President
Cooperative Cell Rivendra
Yadav, Janpad Member
Rupesh Deshmukh,
Dumeshwari Deshmukh,
Nandkumar Sahu, Dharam
Das Sahu, Sarpanch
Albaras Asha Deshmukh,
Sarpanch Khada Hulli Bai
Sahu, Sarpanch Bhothali
Suresh Sahu, Sarpanch
Changori Gomti Nishad,
Rahul Deshmukh, Ramesh
Sahu, Tulsi Deshmukh,
Khomeshwar Deshmukh
and other senior members
of the Congress party were
present.

Plantation drive organised to develop
bonding of students with nature 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 22: To make
school students aware of
the environment and
forests as well as develop
their bonding with the
trees and plants, a tree
plantation campaign has
been launched by Durg
Forest Division, Durg in
schools of Patan develop-
ment block. Through this
campaign, tree plantation
is being done by the school
students in their school
campus. This will make
the students aware of trees
and plants and their rela-
tionship with nature will
be closer.

Under this campaign, 50-
50 saplings of Mango, Jam,
Jamun, Guava, Badam,
Ashok, Kachnar, Amla
species are being planted
in each school of Patan de-

velopment block. Under
the scheme, a target has
been set to plant 15000
saplings in 300 schools. Till
date, 22 primary schools, 13
middle schools and 15
higher secondary schools
of the area have been cov-

ered under this scheme. In
this way, the program of
tree plantation has been
completed in 50 govern-
ment schools and in the re-
maining schools this work
will be completed by the
end of August. As there

are no forests in this area,
block plantation is being
conducted in 3.00 hectare
of land in village Chicha
and 04 hectare of land in
Amleshwar besides the
tree plantation drives in
the schools.

‘Self-reliance is possible if students
get the right teacher’ : Prof Dave

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  “If the students
get the right guidance at the right
time, then along with building of
character the students move for-
ward in the direction of self-
reliance. When guru and disciple
work together, it creates a good
society”. This was stated by the
former Vice-Chancellor of
Saurashtha University, Mrs. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, at the closing
ceremony of the training program
organized in the Department of
Rural Technology and
Development under Guru
Ghasidas University. Prof.
Nilambri Dave felicitated the stu-
dents who had made rakhis from
rice and paddy by giving them a
citation and described the stu-
dents of Chhattisgarh as profi-
cient in various skills and tradi-
tional arts. On this occasion, the
Head of the Department of Rural
Technology said that under the
guidance of Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas

University, our students have
made about five thousand rakhis
by working tirelessly and market-
ing them as well. The profit
obtained from this venture will be
used to pay the study fee of
around 24 children. 

The organizer of the program,
Assistant Professor, Dr. Dilip
Kumar said that earlier, in the
last month, study fee of Rs.
74000/- was deposited for 22
children under study-cum-
income scheme. Under the skill
development venture, Rural
Technology Department engages
in production of vermicompost,
mushroom, hand made soap, nat-
ural gulal and in many other
activities, so that students take
steps towards becoming self-
reliant. Prof. BN Tiwary, Dean,
present at the closing ceremony,
said that the importance of edu-
cation is only when it provides
financial strength and such activi-
ties are inspiring to the students for
self-reliance. Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal
Officer of Skill Development Cell
said that by organizing such skill
development training programs, the
reputation of the university has
increased and many students are
actively participating in such pro-
grams.

IIM Raipur successfully concludes the 6th HR Summit
Raipur, Aug 22: The sec-
ond day of the 6th HR
Summit at IIM Raipur
continued with the same
grandeur as the first day.
The institute welcomed
the esteemed corporate
dignitaries on a breezy
Sunday morning with
great enthusiasm. There
were three more panel
discussions on the theme
“Rethinking Workforce
Strategies For 2030.”

The 4th-panel discus-
sion witnessed insights
on the topic “HRs new
Mandate: Be a Strategic
Player” which was moder-
ated by Prof. Ritu Gupta,
Asst. Professor - HRM &
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l
Behaviour, IIM Raipur.
She gave a brief introduc-
tion to this interesting
topic and initiated the dis-
cussion. Ms. Ritika
Mathur, Partner Human
Capital Consulting, Grant
Thornton highlighted the
importance of under-
standing the employee
value proposition in an
organization. She advised
the young minds to under-
stand the changing busi-

ness model and its bene-
fits. Ameya Karambe,
Group Head - Human
Resources, Carnival
Group said that HR man-
agers should realize the
shifting needs of human
beings which further
shifts their quality of life.
He shed light upon the sig-
nificance of human inter-
action amidst numerous
HR functions being car-
ried out by artificial intel-
ligence. Debadatta Baxi,
Regional Director HR,

McCain Foods defined HR
as an enterprising leader-
ship function. He spoke
about the evolution of HR
over the last 30 years,
from contributing to per-
sonnel management to
driving employee engage-
ment.

The 5th Panel revolved
around the theme,
“Ageism - Generations in
the Workplace”. Prof.
Jagrook Dawra, Professor
- Marketing, IIM Raipur
initiated the discussion as

the moderator. Vikas
Maheshwary, Head Global
HR Transformation,
Biocon started with Gen
Z’s preference for flexibili-
ty and control. The trend
in knowledge consump-
tion has moved from pri-
oritizing work over play to
wanting to perceive work
as play. Dr. Yogesh Misra,
VP-HR, Thomas
Assessments Pvt Ltd
(India & SAARC Region)
shared his cognizance of
societal transformation

leading to the changing
roles. He said that the
spirit of cooperation is
very important among the
older generation and the
younger generation in un-
derstanding the business
models. Reju Mathew,
Associate Director,
McKinsey & Company,
discussed the concept of
heterogeneity and homo-
geneity saying that het-
erogeneous thought
processes offer more in-
sights.

The theme for the 6th
Panel was “HRs Purview
of Crisis Management”,
moderated by Prof.
Suneetha Saggurti,
Professor - HRM &
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l
Behaviour, IIM Raipur.
Divya Capoor, Chief
Manager HR, ONGC men-
tioned the increase in the
type and number of crises
that play a critical role in
the HR domain. Shalu
Manan, Global Talent
Supply Chain & HR
Transformation Leader,
Genpact appreciated the
ability of HR profession-
als to understand the best

scenario to tackle the cri-
sis. HRs have to play the
role of leader and coach.
Milind Mutalik, Head
Employee Experience –
India, Accolite Digital
added value to the discus-
sion by saying that going
through a crisis brings de-
struction but also im-
mense learning. He em-
phasized the need to de-
velop immunity to face
the crises in HR. Rajesh
Pebbili, Head Business
HR, Sanofi remarked that
HR must bring together
business continuity plan-
ning and crisis manage-
ment.

The event concluded on
August 21, 2022, in the
presence of eminent busi-
ness executives, whom
IIM Raipur was honored
to host. They lighted up
the summit with their
opinions and insights on
the corporate world. The
students will look forward
to further assimilating
these learnings into their
skill-set and equipping
themselves for the upcom-
ing challenges in the in-
dustry.

No substitute to hard work in life: Sunil Jain

Raipur, Aug 22: Bharatiya
Jain Sanghatana (BJS) or-
ganised ‘Ratna Samman’
(felicitation) of talented stu-
dents from Jain community
at state-level, at the
Vichakshan Jain
Vidyapeeth (VJV) in
Kumhari on Sunday. In this
chief guest was Secretary
Education Department IAS
Sunil Jain. In this felicita-
tion programme, a total of
209 students form 39 cities
of state were felicitated.
The programme began
with reciting of ‘Mantras’

and then the guests lighted
traditional lamp. In the wel-
come speech State general
secretary BJS Manoj
Lunkad welcomed all the
guests.

Chief Guest Sunil Jain
said that achieving some-
thing higher is always diffi-
cult, but even more difficult
is to maintain it. When a
person fixes a particular

level, then the real test be-
gins from it. Success in the
life is necessary and it is
only formula is hard-work
and it does not have any
substitute. To attain suc-

cess, one has to work hard
and it takes long time. But
when a person spends more
time with one work, then it
becomes boring soon and at
times one feels to drop it, as
he is in need of rest and
here he requires a person
who can motivate him.
Sunil Jain said to the stu-
dents that they all are walk-
ing on this long road and at
times will come with feel-
ing where have I got stuck
and it is here that they re-
quire motivation and inspi-
ration. He urged students to
stay away from negative
thoughts and criticism and
those trying to criticize
should be challenged.

Chairing the programme,
BJS State President Dr
Pankaj Chopda cited the ex-
ample of frog and said that
they should stay away from

people having negative
thoughts and should always
remain positive. To stop
one’s success, people will
say lots of things, but it
should be sidelined and one
should focus on his or her
goal. Today is the world of
start-ups and one should
thing new and move for-
ward, he added.

Special guest of the pro-
gramme, Chairman Smart
Girl Training Programme
and National Secretary of
BJS Sanjay Singh said that
there is always some strong
points of a society and
some weaknesses. People
think the society progres-
sive which keeps its
strengths intact and by
identifying the weaknesses,
try to develop it into its
strength. This felicitation
by BJS is to restore one’s

strength and the achieve-
ment, he added.

Director Life Scan
Research Centre Manish
Parekh hailed this initia-
tive of BJS and said that
this has happened for the
first time when talented
students from the society
are being felicitated under
one roof. This will motivate
the students and would
move forward.

Trustee of Vichakshan
Jain Vidyapeeth Mahesh
Kothari said that a person
trying to become a big per-
son by taking up higher ed-
ucation. But the society and
country wants them to be-
come greater in life and be-
come a good citizen. But
this particular expectation
seems to be diminishing a
lot, he added.

During this programme,

the video message by Sant
Manish Sagarji from
Jodhpur was also shown
live. In this programme,
Vichakshan Jain Vidyapeet
general secretary CA
Prakash Chand Maloo,
Hansraj Jain, Prakash
Chand Chopda, MCG,
Shanti Bardia, Uttam
Bardia, Kantilal Jain,
Ramesh Chopda, Gagan
Bardia, Nitin Jain, Vijay
Gangwal, Vijay Maloo,
Kishore Bardia, Manjari
Jain, Fanendra Jain,
Prafulla Sancheti, Ashok
Pagaria, Manju Kothari,
Vaibhav Golcha, Sushila
Chajed, members of
Bhairav Society BJS and
students from all over
Chhattisgarh, their parents
and noted citizens from
Jain community were pres-
ent in large number.
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Total 209 talented
students from 39
cities from Jain
community felici-
tated  at VJV,
Kumhari

Raipur, Aug 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the ‘dashgatra’
ceremony  of Late Ashok
Sinha, at his residence in
Mana Basti. The Chief
Minister met the family
members of Late Sinha and
expressed  condolences and
consoled the family mem-
bers. The Chief Minister
paid homage by paying flo-
ral tributes to the portrait
to Late Ashok Sinha. On

this occasion MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman of State Food
Civil Supplies Corporation
Ram Gopal Agarwal,
Chairman of State Mineral
Development Corporation
Girish Devangan,
President of District Co-op-
erative Bank Raipur,
Pakanj Sharma, Ward
Panch of Mana Basti Kunal
Sinha and many citizens
were present.

CM expresses condolences
to the family members

Exhibition to mark Sri
Aurobindo 150th anniversary

at Nehru Art gallery
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2222:: Sri Aurobindo
Yog Sadhana Kendra(SAYSK),
the only Relic-Centre of Sri
Aurobindo in Chhattisgarh at
Bhilai alongwith SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant is organising a
Photo exhibition to mark the
150th Birth anniversary of Sri
Aurobindo, veteran Freedom
fighter, philosopher, maharshi
and yoga guru. 

The exhibition will be held at
Nehru Art gallery, Civic Centre,
Bhilai from August 23-25, 2022. 

Ministry of Culture, Govt of
India is organising many func-
tions in the light of 150th Birth
anniversary of Sri Aurobindo.
MM Gadre, ED(P & A) will inau-
gurate the exhibition in Nehru
Art gallery, which is run by PR
department of BSP on August
23, 2022. 

The exhibition will be open
from 17:30 hrs to 20:30 hrs on
August 23-25, 2022. 



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, TUESDAY,  AUGUST  23,  2022  07

T
he Arms Trade Treaty can
work best where it sidesteps

the great powers' strategic interests.
The effectiveness of the United
Nations Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) has
been under fire. Designed to regulate
international trade in conventional
arms, lack of support by some of the
world's great powers has reduced its
reach. But it is important to have real-
istic expectations. It is too much to ex-
pect that the ATT, or any other interna-
tional treaty, can force major powers
to resist actions that they judge to be
against their strategic interests.
Setting international principles and
standards and enabling coalitions of
willing governments, civil society
groups and international organisations
to co-operate on implementing control
even without the co-operation of some
sceptical' states remains an important
aspect of the treaty, and one worth
emphasising.

In much of the world, arms trans-
fers are badly regulated leading to
destabilising or abusive arms flows
and misuse that are not in any nation's
real interests. ATT membership com-
mits member countries to ensure good
standards in the criteria and proce-
dures they use when deciding whether
to authorise an arms import or export
or transit or transportation of an arms
shipment through their jurisdiction.
Each government retains its independ-
ent decision-making authority in al-
most all cases, deciding whether the
arms transfer is in line with interna-
tional criteria. The ATT does prohibit

arms transfers that would break UN
Security Council embargoes or other
relevant international obligations, or if
the government has knowledge at the
time of authorisation that the items
would be used to commit genocide,
crimes against humanity or war
crimes. 

Only some of the problems the ATT
aims to address arise from deliberate
strategic decisions by major powers to
authorise arms shipments. Many of
the dangerous and destabilising arms
flows arise because of inadequacies in
national regulations, control and en-
forcement systems, or lack of national
capacity to monitor and assess risks.
Often, the problems arise because cor-
rupt or irresponsible state officials are
able to exploit these weaknesses to
authorise arms transfers for their own
interests without adequate accounta-
bility. Where the ATT has had some
success is in establishing good stan-
dards for national control systems and
has mobilised substantial international
programmes to assist countries to
achieve them. The ATT can provide the
necessary standards and assistance to
help with national reforms directly
through official assistance pro-
grammes but also indirectly as a refer-
ence point for national campaigners.
These types of influencing mecha-
nisms are unlikely to lead to improved
arms transfer controls in authoritarian
states if their elites resist. But they can
be important in countries that are un-
dergoing wider political reforms.

This includes many countries in
Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere.
ATT norms and assistance pro-
grammes have become influential and
prominent in several regions; including
West and East Africa; Latin America;
and Oceania. One of the biggest inter-
national challenges involving the ATT
is to prevent and reduce the diversion
of arms transfers to unauthorised des-
tinations or end-users. In practice, this
is the biggest source of arms flowing to
areas of civil war, social violence or
terrorism. Licensed arms exports may
be diverted during international tran-

sit. Alternatively, the arms arrive at
their authorised destination but are
then re-exported or allowed to fall into
the wrong hands. There are many ways
to reduce risks of diversion including
denying licences for exports that are at
risk of diversion, post-delivery checks,
and restrictions on re-export. The ATT
includes clear legal obligations to pre-
vent and combat diversion, and in
practice has become the main global
framework for developing internation-
al good practices and co-operation to
address it. Although European Union
and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
states have closer and more trusted
mechanisms for sharing sensitive in-
formation between themselves on this
matter, ATT working groups enable
discussions and cooperation with other
countries and regions.

This is probably the most dynamic
aspect of ATT activity currently. Even if
there are some states that cynically
neglect or exploit diversion activities in
practice, they can scarcely object to
the majority of ATT members co-oper-
ating to tackle the problem. As of now,
some 111 countries have ratified the
Arms Trade Treaty with another 30
countries having signed but not ratified
leaving 54 states entirely outside the
treaty. There is a well-established ATT
secretariat, a suite of ATT expert work-
ing groups and regular meetings of the
countries. The UN Arms Trade Treaty
has been signed and ratified by 111
countries. Thus the ATT is fully opera-
tional. West European countries, Japan,
and key members of the African Union
and Organisation of American States,
prominently support the ATT. But
Russia, India, Saudi Arabia and several
other major arms exporting and im-
porting states have not even signed the
ATT. The United States has signed, but
strong Republican Party opposition
means that it is unlikely America will
ratify it in the foreseeable future.

Interestingly, shortly after former
president Donald Trump declared his
opposition to the ATT in 2019, China
proceeded to ratify the treaty. This in-
dicates that China decided it can live

with the ATT's legal obligations while
taking a diplomatic opportunity to
demonstrate its multilateral creden-
tials in contrast to the US. China and
the US both believe that their existing
national arms transfer control systems
meet ATT standards and principles.
Their contributions to the effective-
ness of the ATT depend less on their
ratification status and more on their
willingness to share relevant informa-
tion, assess and reduce risks of poten-
tial arms transfers, and co-operate
with wider ATT implementation ef-
forts. The Biden Administration has at
least resumed co-operation with the
ATT. Hopefully, China's membership
will enable further development of
working-level co-operation with
Chinese officials. India argues that the
ATT does not sufficiently reflect
states' rights to import arms for their
national security. Russia on the other
hand makes it clear that it will contin-
ue actively to use arms exports as an
instrument to promote its internation-
al interests, and does not see the
point' of signing up to the ATT and its
norms on arms transfers. Similarly,
Iran and Saudi Arabia appear to have
little interest in supporting the ATT.

It seems clear that it will be a strug-
gle to change the policies of several of
the great powers; particularly on arms
transfers to sub-regions where there is
hot geostrategic competition such as
the Middle East. But it's not all about
ratifying the ATT. The principles and
norms embedded in the treaty can still
act to draw nations away from allow-
ing illicit trades. The case studies of
good standards for national control
systems, and frameworks for interna-
tional collaboration on the issue re-
main useful in establishing a wider
narrative that diversion and unre-
strained trade are not tolerated by the
international community. The treaty
sets a standard. From there, it depends
on the extent to which countries and
civil society groups are willing and
able to improve their regulation of all
aspects of arms transfers; and to co-
operate to tackle problems. 
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Badru Banerjee
deserves more

Former India football team
captain Samar 'Badru' Banerjee,
who led the country to a historic
fourth-place finish in the 1956
Melbourne Olympics is no
more.We should have football
stadium or football league
named after him.That's the only
gratitude we can pay for him.The
reason is Indian football teams
have participated in three
Olympics so far and till date, the
Badru Banerjee-led 1956 side re-
mains the best, when it finished
fourth after losing to Bulgaria 0-3
in the bronze medal playoff, in
what was known as the 'golden
era' of football in the country. No
football lover of the nation can-
not forget the famous victory by
4-2 against Aussies in that
Olympics.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Tributes to Badru
Samar Banerjee (92), the peo-

ples favourite â€˜Badruâ€™, the
former India football captain,
died at a city hospital after a pro-
longed illness suffering from
Alzheimer's, Azotemia and high-
blood pressure-related ailments.
After his death Tulsidas Balaram
is the only player living from that
squad. Mohun Bagan Ratna and
the West Bengal Government
awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award in sports,
Badru Banerjeeâ€™s contribu-
tion to Indian football will never
be forgotten. Incidentally, the
Indian football teams have par-
ticipated in three Olympics so far
and to date, the performance by
the Badru Banerjee-led 1956 side
remains the best, when it fin-
ished fourth after losing to
Bulgaria 0-3 in the bronze medal
playoff, in what was known as
the 'golden era' of football in the
country. Banerjee played for
Mohun Bagan from 1952 to 1960.
In 1958, he was made Mohun
Bagan captain which ironically
coincided with the club's down-
ward spiral, having finished run-
ners-up in the Calcutta Football
League (CFL), IFA Shield and the
Rovers Cup. Football lovers may
not be aware that Banerjee was
brilliant in his studies and got en-
rolled as a student of medicine in
R G Kar medical college in the
city. But he did not obtain the
medical degree as he opted to
give it up after three years of
study in preference to his first
love, football. Badru Banerjee,
stayed with the Mohun Bagan
Club for eight long seasons be-
fore hanging his boots at the age
of 30, he later took up coaching
and went on to manage the
Bengal football team, which won
the national championship for
Santosh Trophy in 1961. After his
coaching stint, he went on to be-
come a selector and remained
associated with the Indian
Football Association for a consid-
erable period. Then at the age of
9 years I still remember his only
goal by a bullet like shot in the
1954 IFA shield final against
Hyderabad Police to beat goal-
keeper Nabi, and by this victory
Mohun Bagan secured another
first, a double with the CFL and
IFA Shield titles. In Indian foot-
ball, Badru Banerjee's   contribu-
tion will always remain with its
development, and will never be
forgotten. My condolences to his
family. May his soul rest in
peace. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam near the Chilla border amid tight security arrangements at Delhi borders in view of farmers
call to stage a protest at the Jantar Mantar, in Noida, Monday, Aug. 22.

United Nations arms treaty an 
example, not an answer

TRAFFIC JAM

Jeffrey Cooke

W e often think of astrono-
my as a visual science

with beautiful images of the uni-
verse. However, astronomers
use a wide range of analysis
tools beyond images to under-
stand nature at a deeper level.
Data sonification is the process
of converting data into sound. It
has powerful applications in re-
search, education and outreach,
and also enables blind and visu-
ally impaired communities to un-
derstand plots, images and other
data. Its use as a tool in science
is still in its early stages but as-
tronomy groups are leading the
way.  In a paper published in
Nature Astronomy, my col-
leagues and I discuss the current
state of data sonification in as-
tronomy and other fields, pro-
vide an overview of 100 sound-
based projects and explore its fu-
ture directions.

TThhee  ccoocckkttaaiill  ppaarrttyy  eeffffeecctt
Imagine this scene: you're at a

crowded party that's quite noisy.
You don't know anyone and

they're all speaking a language
you can't understand not good.
Then you hear bits of a conversa-
tion in a far corner in your lan-
guage. You focus on it and head
over to introduce yourself. While
you may have never experienced
such a party, the thought of
hearing a recognisable voice or
language in a noisy room is fa-
miliar. The ability of the human
ear and brain to filter out unde-
sired sounds and retrieve desired
sounds is called the cocktail
party effect .

Similarly, science is always
pushing the boundaries of what
can be detected, which often re-
quires extracting very faint sig-
nals from noisy data. In astrono-
my we often push to find the
faintest, farthest or most fleeting
of signals. Data sonification helps
us to push these boundaries fur-
ther. The video below provides
examples of how sonification can
help researchers discern faint
signals in data. It features the
sonification of nine bursts from a
repeating fast radio burst called
FRB121102. Fast radio bursts are

millisecond bursts of radio emis-
sion that can be detected
halfway across the universe. We
don't yet know what causes
them. Detecting them in other
wavelengths is the key to under-
standing their nature.

TToooo  mmuucchh  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  tthhiinngg
When we explore the universe

with telescopes, we find it's full
of cataclysmic explosions includ-
ing the supernova deaths of
stars, mergers of black holes and
neutron stars that create gravita-
tional waves, and fast radio
bursts. These events allow us to
understand extreme physics at
the highest-known energies and
densities. They help us to meas-
ure the expansion rate of the uni-
verse and how much matter it
contains, and to determine
where and how the elements
were created, among other
things. Upcoming facilities such
as the Rubin Observatory and
the Square Kilometre Array will
detect tens of millions of these
events each night. We employ
computers and artificial intelli-
gence to deal with these massive

numbers of detections.
However, the majority of

these events are faint bursts,
and computers are only so good
at finding them. A computer can
pick out a faint burst if it's given
a template of the desired signal.
But if signals depart from this ex-
pected behaviour, they become
lost. And it's often these very
events that are the most inter-
esting and yield the biggest in-
sight into the nature of the uni-
verse. Using data sonification to
verify these signals and identify
outliers can be powerful.

MMoorree  tthhaann  mmeeeettss  tthhee  eeyyee
Data sonification is useful for

interpreting science because hu-
mans interpret audio informa-
tion faster than visual informa-
tion. Also, the ear can discern
more pitch levels than the eye
can discern levels of colour (and
over a wider range). Another di-
rection we're exploring for data
sonification is multi-dimensional
data analysis which involves un-
derstanding the relationships be-
tween many different features or
properties in sound. Plotting

data in ten or more dimensions
simultaneously is too complex,
and interpreting it is too confus-
ing. However, the same data can
be comprehended much more
easily through sonification.

As it turns out, the human ear
can tell the difference between
the sound of a trumpet and flute
immediately, even if they play
the same note (frequency) at the
same loudness and duration.
Why? Because each sound in-
cludes higher-order harmonics
that help determine the sound
quality, or timbre. The different
strengths of the higher-order
harmonics enable the listener to
quickly identify the instrument.
Now imagine placing informa-
tion different properties of data
as different strengths of higher-
order harmonics. Each object
studied would have a unique
tone, or belong to a class of
tones, depending on its overall
properties. With a bit of training,
a person could almost instantly
hear and recognise all of the ob-
ject's properties, or its classifica-
tion, from a single tone.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

OWEN GREENE

T he institutionalisation of engagement with the littoral and island
nations, particularly the Maldives in the western Indian Ocean

posits and reinforces India's "Neighbourhood First Policy" amid the
changing waves and wavering diplomatic compasses in this eponymous
ocean that surrounds our country from all the three sides. Eponymous as
it may be, it has been a norm and culture throughout history that several
players apart from India have been trading, visiting, and exploring the
depths of traditions, spices, empires, and precious minerals in the Indian
Ocean over several centuries now. There was no concept of hegemony on
waters until the advent of the Europeans which heralded the age of colo-
nialism and exploitation. The need for naval supremacy might be have
highlighted as early as 400 BC by an Athenian politician, Themistocles but
it was the Europeans who decisively proved the gravity of naval prowess
in controlling far-flung regions of the world, as rightly put together by
American historian, Alfred T Mahan in 1890 in his "In The Influence of Sea
Power upon History". He had concluded that supremacy at sea was es-
sential for a nation's political and commercial success and it was consid-
ered to be one of the prime reasons for Britain's victory against many of
its able contenders/neighbours. Approximately, 95 per cent of India's
trade by volume (70 per cent in terms of value) is moved by sea and in
such a backdrop when China seemingly closes in on India with its "String
of Pearls" to choke on its very lifeline from all the sides, untangling the
precious pearls from its various intertwined strings becomes a necessity
to protect India's sovereignty, integrity, and friendly relations with other
countries. As a result, Maldives becomes an imperative player and stake-
holder to protect and uphold the spirit of free, open, and fair competition
and participation in the Indian Ocean, as rightly envisaged in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea adopted in 1982 because its sea
lines of communication are critical for seamless maritime trade flow be-
tween the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Hormuz in West Asia and the Strait of
Malacca in Southeast Asia. A tiny island nation that is akin to a dot on the
world map, Maldives has a population of about 500,000 people who are
dependent on imports of essential commodities from its neighbours.
Circa 2005 ushered in the era of democracy in this small island nation and
ever since pro-China and pro-India chess pieces with their cautionary
moves have been laid out. The Maldives has been caught in the active and
passive geopolitical muddle between the two Asian giants competing for
a diplomatic edge through infrastructure projects, lines of credit and mil-
lion-dollar investments in this tiny country. The visit of the current
Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to New Delhi ever since
India got its first tribal and second woman President paints a silver lining
on the canvas reflecting the relationship between the two nations yet it is
only a matter of sapience to not view this silver lining without the pres-
ence of the ominously grey clouds. 

Mr Solih's "India First" campaign spearheaded by his party, Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) delivered the much-needed impetus between
Male and New Delhi's camaraderie in terms of capacity building, cyber se-
curity, housing, disaster management and infrastructure development in
the Maldives in the light of the current agreements signed. The two na-
tions also signed a bilateral cyber security agreement where both sides as-
serted their bilateral will to strengthen ties to take on "transnational
crimes and terrorism" in the Indian Ocean region to increase maritime in-
teroperability that underscores shared security objectives along with the
development of the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) that would
include a 6.74-km bridge and the causeway linking capital Male with the
neighbouring islands. Mr Solih referred to India as the "highest priority" of
the Maldives and said, "Maldives-India relation, goes beyond diplomacy."
As our Prime Minister has already reiterated the Indian insight and per-
ception of the country's close connection with the Maldives saying that
the India-Maldives partnership was not only working in the interest of citi-
zens of both countries, but it was also becoming a source of peace and sta-
bility for the entire region. He stressed the close ties and strategic liaison
between the nations in its political past, thereby acting as the first respon-
ders in any emergencies or crisis in the Maldives and it aptly grasps the
Prime Minister's foresighted vision of Security and Growth for All in the
Region (SAGAR) initiative. The island nation was also one of the first bene-
ficiaries of India's Vaccine Maitri initiative as a part of Covid-19 assistance
and vaccine delivery by India among all its neighbouring countries. This in-
deed illustrates that India is one of Maldives' old and all-weather friends.
Despite the trend of international and domestic faucets dumping in their
debris of past, present and future in the partnership between two coun-
tries that gushes out the progress made over years, it is worth noting that
India shares multiple international platforms with Maldives like Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA), The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), Colombo Security Conclave and One Sun, One
World, One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative where strategic dialogues, econom-
ic, political, environmental, energy security and diplomatic engagement
with each other require to be the steadfast and consistent norm for priori-
tizing the region's overall peace and prosperity as the Indian Ocean is a
beacon of possibilities. If our true potentials need to be realized, coherent
conflation in such areas and not conflagration with the Maldives and other
island nations should be our go-to raison d'Ãªtre to weather the complex
conundrums of geopolitics and climate change in the Indian Ocean.

Neighbourhood First Policy

A brief respite in retail inflation registered for July may not be of
much assurance about price stability as another GST readjustment

is threatening to push up prices of items of mass consumption. Retail in-
flation was steady in June, although well above the Reserve Bank of
India's tolerance limit forover sixth months.  Inflation as measured by
the consumer price index (CPI) was reported steady at an annual 7.03
percent in June, down by 0.1 percent from the previous month. The im-
provement, though marginal, was attributed to lower fuel and cooking
gas prices, which offset higher services and food costs. The Reserve
Bank has also been raising interest rates as part of  its inflation manage-
ment strategy. But governor Shaktikanta Das has warned that inflationis
unlikely to be brought within the mandated target, until at least the end
of  the year. It is against this setting that there is a move for further
readjustment of the GST rates, which would warrant prices of items of
daily use to go up further. It has now been revealed that the GST council
may withdraw some more exemptions and raise the tax rates further to
correct the remaining instances of inverted duty. An inverted rate struc-
ture is a case where GST rates on inputs materials are higher than out-
ward supplies. By way of example, automobiles, electronic items, urea
and other fertiliser inputs segments have duty inversion. The decision by
the GST council at its previous meeting had accepted a ministerial com-
mittee report on the correction of inverted duty and exemptions. As a
result, pre-packaged and pre-labelled retail packs, including curd, lassi
and butter milk, have since been brought under GST. The panel is cur-
rently further studying tax issues relating to casinos, online gaming and
horse racing, the conclusions of which are keenly watched due to the
high interest into these activities.  The earlier proposal was to levy a 28
per cent tax on these activities, but the issue is being reviewed lock,
stockand barrel.The decision to enforce a 5 percent GST levy on pe-
packaged   and   labelled   food   items   has   been controversial right
from the moment the new measure was announced. It also caused a lot
of confusion overthe tax liability on loose items sold by retail shops, par-
ticularly food items.  With the difference between branded  and  un-
branded  products  having  been eliminated  for  GST  purposes,  it  creat-
ed  utter confusion among customers as well as merchants. Under GST,
a four-tier structure exempts or imposes a low rate of tax 5 per cent on
essential items and levies the top rate of 28 per cent on cars and demerit
goods. The other slabs of tax are 12 and 18 percent.

Risk of runaway inflation as
more items set to lose exemption

Scientists are turning data into sound to listen to whispers of the universe 
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BRIEF

Re-appointment 
New Delhi:
Shareholders of
One97
Communications,
which operates under
the Paytm brand, have
approved the re-ap-
pointment of Vijay
Shekhar Sharma as
managing director
and chief executive of-
ficer of the company,
according to the scru-
tinizer report filed by
the firm on Sunday.
Investors advisory
firm IiAS had recom-
mended against the
reappointment of
Sharma and several
other resolutions that
were part of the agen-
da of the 22nd Annual
General Meeting held.
IiAS had said Sharma
made several commit-
ments in the past to
make the company
profitable, however,
these have not played
out.

Imports cut 
New Delhi:
Increasing domestic
production in sectors
such as chemicals, au-
tomotive components,
drug formulations
and consumer elec-
tronics will help in re-
ducing imports worth
about USD 35 billion
from China in the
coming times, accord-
ing to a report.
Industry chamber
PHDCCI said that in
recent years, imports
from China have in-
creased significantly
and it was about USD
87 billion in 2021.
India has significant
scope for producing
more import substitu-
tion in the sectors, in-
cluding chemicals, bi-
cycle parts, handi-
crafts, cosmetics and
leather-based goods,
PHDCCI president
Pradeep Multani said
in a statement.

Freebies 

New Delhi: Freebies
are never ‘free’ and
when political parties
offer such schemes,
they must be required
to make the financing
and trade-offs clear to
voters, RBI Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC) Member
Ashima Goyal said on
Sunday, adding this
would reduce the
temptation towards
“competitive pop-
ulism”.

Appointment
New Delhi: State-
owned Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) on Monday
announced the appoint-
ment of Sukhmal Jain
as its director for mar-
keting. Prior to his ele-
vation to the board, he
was the Executive
Director Incharge
(Marketing Corporate)
in the Corporate Office
and before that the head
of Gas Business Unit,
the firm said in a state-
ment. A Mechanical
Engineering graduate
from the Delhi College
of Engineering and
MBA from SP Jain
Institute of
Management &
Research, Jain has held
several leadership posi-
tions in retail, LPG and
gas verticals in his 35
years with the 
company.

MOU SIGNING

Union Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal witnesses signing of an MoU between
Iran and India on seafarers voyages, in Tehran

F orex is perhaps the
largest financial mar-

ket in the world, in terms
of trading volume. The de-
centralized system and the
worldwide network of the
currency market allows
continuous transactions
and trading to take place,
which also makes it highly
volatile. As a result of the
vast amount of transac-
tions taking place con-
stantly, the forex market is
also considered the most
liquid market and is prob-
ably the reason why most
traders are attracted to it.
The rapid ups-and-downs
imply higher chances of
both profits and losses as
well. To sustain your
trades, it is crucial to be in
a safe position in the mar-
ket. Here are 5 keys to safe
trading which could help
to support your trades.

1. Start small
Before you take a step

into forex trading, you
need to have market expe-
rience. Opening a demo/
practice account is always
recommended before you
put down your capital. A
demo account helps you
experience the market and
figure out what works best
for your money. Once you
are aware of the various
market insights and fac-
tors that can put your
money at risk, you would

be able to make better de-
cisions and attempt to
minimise your losses. This
further helps in locking in
a safer position in the mar-
ket, giving your portfolio
an edge over others.

2. Keep a trading log
Monitoring the market

alone by keeping an eye on
profit/loss is not enough to
sustain your position. You
need to broaden your re-
search by keeping track of
all your trading activities.
By doing this, you will not
only understand the mar-
ket better, you will also get
a broad overview of your
trading strategies as well.
You should take note of
where your money per-
formed well and where it
missed the target, the
geopolitical situations at
that time, the trends that
affected those trades, all
these factors will help you
frame a more sustainable
strategy. You are less likely

to commit the same trad-
ing errors, and reduce the
likelihood of losses when
you keep an accurate
record of all transactions.

3. Use your better
judgement

The forex market is
quite volatile. The rapid
fluctuations in price levels
might force you to change
the direction of your trad-
ing plans. However, you
must refrain from getting
carried away by transient
trends. One diversion can
disrupt all your trading
goals. Use appropriate
timeframes and trade only
what you can afford to
lose.

4. Know your curren-
cy pairs

Know your currency
pairs and the factors that
can affect their value.
Every country’s financial
system works differently.
Economics vary from
country to country. One
change in policy can lead
to overnight price fluctua-
tions. You need to under-
stand the different market
sentiments of the coun-
tries whose currencies
you plan to trade.

5. Choose the appro-
priate stop loss levels 

This is probably the
most frequently given ad-
vice in the currency mar-
ket, as it helps you to pro-

tect your trading account
from incurring heavy loss-
es. More importantly, you
need to choose the right
level to place it. Be ration-
al and logical when plac-
ing your stop loss orders.
There are several methods
for deciding the correct
spot. Get a keen under-
standing of all the differ-
ent methods, and pick the
one which works best for
you.

The Foreign exchange
market can be both entic-
ing and risky to trade in.
The price fluctuations
make it a hub of trading
opportunities, but only if
you understand the mar-
ket thoroughly.
Nevertheless, there are
certain things you can
only learn and experience
when you enter the cur-
rency market. The more
time you spend in the mar-
ket, the better you will un-
derstand it. Keep in mind
these safety rules and give
a kick-start to your trad-
ing journey.

Mr. Marc Despallieres,
Chief Strategy &
Trading Officer at
Vantage 

(Mr. Marc has 30 years
of experience in the fi-
nancial services indus-
try, supporting banks,
brokers and profession-
al traders)

5 Keys to safe trading in 
the currency market

Mumbai, Aug 22: 

Amway India, one of
the largest FMCG di-
rect selling companies
in the country, has be-
come‘Pre- and Post-
Consumer Plastic
Waste Neutral’ after
having managed 100%
post-consumer plastic
waste based on its
Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR)
collection and recycled
100% pre-consumer
plastic waste generated
at the Amway manu-
facturing facility. The
company has collected
and recycled 800 metric
tons of post-consumer
plastic waste , which is
equivalent to manag-
ing over 50 million
units of plastic product
waste comprising bot-
tles, tubes, caps, jars,
and sachets of different
sizes. Additionally, it
has recycled and
reused 100% hazardous
products and plastic
waste at its manufac-
turing plant to achieve
pre-plastic waste neu-
trality. Driving its busi-
ness through the lens of
overall environmental
and societal impact, the
company has embed-
ded some discernible

steps to meet its sus-
tainability ambitions,
thereby reinforcing its
vision of helping peo-
ple live better, healthier
lives. Commenting on
the achievement, Adip
Roy, Associate Vice
President, Regulatory
Affairs, Amway India
said, “At Amway, our
commitment to a
healthy planet reflects
in our products,
processes, and philoso-
phies. Sustainability is
not just about compli-
ance but is an intrinsic
part of Amway’s cul-
ture. Achieving pre-
and post-consumer
plastic waste neutrality
is one of our key mile-
stones.As we move for-
ward, we will continue
to explore ways to re-
duce plastic waste pol-
lution and in line with
what we are envisaging
by making our product
bottles from recycled
plastics. We are com-
mitted and determined
to become a more sus-
tainable company,
bringing a positive
change in the world,
and enabling future
generations to
thrive.”As a responsi-
ble corporate, Amway
India was one of the

first brand owners in
the country to have
registered with the
Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB)
for Plastic Waste
Management.

Further, at Amway
India, a cross-function-
al team primarily from
the manufacturing
and planning & pro-
curement depart-
ments have together
made remarkable ef-
forts to further mini-
mize the impact of the
business on the planet,
aiming for long-term
sustainable growth of
the organization.
Some of the key sus-
tainability initiatives
include the usage of
renewable energy at
the plant, soil and
water conservation,
and sustainable farm-
ing practices.

Further, through
consistent sustainabil-
ity efforts, the compa-
ny - by way of paper
reduction, supply
chain optimization,
and usage of solar
power - was able to re-
duce carbon emis-
sionsby close to 10.50
lakh KGCO2e, equiva-
lent to saving 47000
trees year-on-year.

Amway India turns 100%
plastic waste neutral

New Delhi, Aug 22:

The government has
amended rules to ensure a
transparent process for
physical verification of ad-
dresses of the registered
offices of companies, in-
cluding by way of having
independent witnesses at
the time of the verifica-
tion. The steps listed out
in the new rules will help
do away with discretion of
authorities as well as put
in place a transparent sys-
tem with respect to the
physical verification
process. Under the
Companies Act, 2013, a
Registrar of Companies
(RoC) can do a physical
verification of a compa-
ny’s registered office if
he or she has a reason-
able cause to believe that

the company concerned
is not carrying out busi-
ness in a proper manner.

Now, the process for
such physical verifica-
tions has been put in
place under the Act. The
physical verification will
be done in the presence of
two independent witness-
es of the locality in
which the company’s reg-
istered office is situated.
If required, the assis-
tance of the local police
will be also sought, ac-
cording to the corporate
affairs ministry. To check
the documents’ authen-
ticity, the same should be
cross verified with the
“copies of supporting
documents of such ad-
dress collected during
the said physical verifica-
tion, duly authenticated

from the occupant of the
property where the said
registered office is situat-
ed”, the ministry said.
The registrar will also
have to take a photo-
graph of the company’s
registered office during
the physical verification.
Once the verification is
done, a detailed report
with various informa-
tion, including location
details and photographs,
will be prepared.

Navin Kumar, Partner
at Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas, said the ob-
jective steps required
during physical verifica-
tion as well as the format
of the physical verifica-
tion provided in the
amendment is a welcome
step and removes discre-
tion of authorities.

Govt amends rules for physical verification
of companies’ registered office addresses

New Delhi, Aug 22: 

Insurance behemoth LIC
witnessed a decline of
nearly 20 per cent in death
claims in the first quarter
of this fiscal with the
COVID impact seen to be
ebbing, though the amount
is still higher than pre-2020
levels, officials said. In the
June quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal, settlement of
death claims was to the
tune of Rs 7,111 crore,
which for Q1 of this year
was Rs 5,743 crore, LIC
Chairman M R Kumar said
in a post-earnings call with
analysts. “So there is quite

a decrease, and it’s quite ob-
vious that whatever de-
crease was there based on
COVID... going away now,
Q1 to Q1 of the previous
year,” Kumar said. The
claim rates had been very
stable before the pandemic,

said Dinesh Pant,
Executive Director and
Appointed Actuary, Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC). He added that there
was a spike in claims in the
last two years due to
COVID. “Now, from the cur-
rent quarter (ending
September 30, 2022), we see
it settling down towards
more normal. It is still not
back to pre-2020 figures be-
cause we would appreciate
that the effects will take
some time and there will be
some IBNR (Incurred But
Not Reported) cases which
will get reported late also,”
Pant said.

LIC sees 20 pc decline in death claims
in Q1 FY23 as COVID impact ebbs

Gandhinagar, Aug 22:

The Pradhan Mantri
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan will help de-
velop the future infrastruc-
ture in a planned manner,
prevent cost overrun, and
increase India’s cost com-
petitiveness, besides sav-
ing taxpayers’ money,
Union minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.

He said 1,000 geospatial
maps have been formed for
forests, wildlife sanctuar-
ies, highways and railway
infrastructure, power
plants and industrial zones

in India. “Maps of states
are also being integrated
with them. By the last
count, around 450 infra-
structure data has been
mapped,” the Commerce
and Industry Minister
said. Gujarat-based

Bhaskaracharya Institute
for Space Applications and
Geo-informatics (BISAG-
N), which works to imple-
ment map-based
Geospatial Information
Systems (GIS), has devel-
oped the PM Gati Shakti
Master Plan, Goyal said.
“These maps are all inter-
connected, because of
which the future infra-
structure will be developed
in a planned manner,” he
said at an investors’ round-
table conference organised
by the National Industrial
Corridor Development
Corporation (NICDC) and

the Dholera Industrial
City Development
(DICDL). He said the PM
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan will help in
planning the construction
of an overbridge, diverting
routes if a forest or wildlife
sanctuary comes in the way,
and figuring out how to con-
struct a bridge with the
smallest length for a river,
etc. “All these can be more
effectively planned to pre-
vent time and cost overrun
so that the projects are com-
pleted in time. Its benefit
will ultimately go to the citi-
zens.

PM Gati Shakti national master plan will
help prevent cost overruns: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, Aug 22:

Mortgage lenders Bajaj
Housing Finance and LIC
Housing Finance on Monday
announced a 0.50 per cent hike
each in their lending rates.
The revisions come amid a ris-
ing interest rates scenario,
which has seen the RBI hiking
its key lending rate by 1.40 per
cent since May to tame infla-
tion. Bajaj Housing Finance
hiked its rate by 0.50 per cent,
and the lowest priced product
for the salaried and profes-
sional applicants will be 7.70
per cent now, as per an official
statement. Despite the latest
hike, the company claimed to

be offering loans at competi-
tive rates compared to most of
its peers. LIC Housing
Finance has increased its
prime lending rate (LHPLR)
by 0.50 per cent and the new
interest rates on home loans
will now start from 8 per cent
as against 7.50 per cent previ-
ously. The company’s chief ex-
ecutive and managing direc-
tor Y Viswanatha Gowd said
the RBI’s decision to hike the
repo rate by 0.50 per cent has
caused “minimum fluctua-
tion” in monthly instalments
or tenure of home loans and
exuded confidence that de-
mand for housing will remain
robust.

LIC Housing Fin, Bajaj Housing
Fin hike lending rates by 0.50 pc

Mumbai, Aug 22:

The rupee recovered
early losses to close flat at
79.84 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Monday
amid a strong greenback
overseas and massive sell-
off in equities. However,
lower crude oil prices sup-
ported the local unit, forex
dealers said. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened weak at 79.90 and
moved in a range of 79.78
to 79.92 during the session.
It finally settled flat at
79.84 against the US dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, rose 0.20
per cent to 108.38.

Meanwhile, Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.81
per cent to USD 95.94 per
barrel. On the domestic
equity market front, the
BSE Sensex ended 872.28
points or 1.46 per cent
lower at 58,773.87, while
the broader NSE Nifty fell
267.75 points or 1.51 per
cent to 17,490.70. Foreign
institutional investors
(FIIs) remained net buyers
in the capital markets as
they purchased shares
worth Rs 1,110.90 crore on
Friday, according to provi-
sional data.

Rupee ends flat at 
79.84 against US dollar

Mumbai, Aug 22:

Equity benchmarks con-
tinued to remain weak on
Monday with the Sensex
and Nifty falling over 1 per
cent each, dragged down
by bank stocks and nega-
tive global market trends.
The 30-share BSE Sensex,
which had started the
trade on a weak note, tum-
bled 872.28 points or 1.46
per cent to settle at

58,773.87. During the day, it
slumped 941.04 points or
1.57 per cent to 58,705.11.
The broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 267.75 points or 1.51
per cent to finish at
17,490.70. From the Sensex
pack, Tata Steel, Asian
Paints, Larsen & Toubro,
Wipro, UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Tech Mahindra,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Axis Bank were the major
laggards. On the other
hand, ITC and Nestle India
ended higher. In Asia,
markets in Seoul, Tokyo
and Hong Kong ended
lower, while Shanghai set-
tled in the green.

Markets fall for 2nd day; Sensex,
Nifty down over 1 pc
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U
nfazed by the

b o x - o f f i c e

failure of Aamir

Khan's 'Laal Singh

Chaddha', where

she played his

character's love in-

terest, Kareena

Kapoor has started

work on her maid-

en production. She,

however, has not

revealed its name

or other details.

The actress took to

the story section of

her Instagram and

posted an image of

a film's script with

'Shahid' helmer

Hansal Mehta's

name in the direc-

tor's credit. The ac-

tress smartly con-

cealed the title of

the project by keep-

ing a pen over it,

though one can see

the words 'The' and

'Murder'.

A year ago, in August
2021, Kareena had an-
nounced on Instagram
that she was getting into
production in collabora-
tion with Ekta Kapoor's
Balaji Telefilms. Kareena
had posted a picture of
herself with Ekta Kapoor
and Hansal Mehta, an-
nouncing that she would
be donning the produc-
er's hat 'soon'. In addi-
tion, Kareena also has
Sujoy Ghosh's upcoming
thriller and a film with
her 'Veere Di Wedding'
producer in the pipeline.
The Sujoy Ghosh directo-
rial is based on the
Japanese book, 'The
Devotion of Suspect X', in
which she will be sharing
screen with 'Paatal Lok'
actor Jaideep Ahlawat
and Vijay Varma, who is
fresh off the success of
his streaming movie
'Darlings', in which he
starred opposite Alia
Bhatt and Shefali Shah.

BB ollywood actress Kangana Ranaut has decided to sue

Filmfare for nominating her for her work in biopic

'Thalaivii', in the upcoming edition of the Filmfare Awards.

The 'Queen' actress took to the story section of her Instagram

and wrote a lengthy note stating the reason behind the deci-

sion. She wrote, "I have banned unethical, corrupt and totally

unfair practices like @filmfare since 2014, but since I have

been getting many calls from them for attending their award

function this year as they want to give me award for 'Thalaivii'

(sic)." "I am shocked to know that they are still nominating

me. it is beneath my dignity, work ethics and value system to

encourage such corrupt practices in anyway, that is why I

have decided to sue@filmfare ... thanks (sic)," Kangana

added. Kangana, who has four National Film Awards to her

credit, is known for her straightforward attitude and speaking

her mind. Recently, the first look of actress Mahima Chaudhry

from 'Emergency' was unveiled. The film will mark Kangana's

return to direction after 'Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi'.

The actress will double up as the lead character of former

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in the film.

Kangana

ACROSS

1. Has creditors

5. Over

9. Moves quickly

14. Staff officer

15. Change residences

16. Potato state

17. Financial officer

19. Recluse

20. Barnyard bird

21. Client

22. Archer’s goal

23. Mimic

24. ____ Fair

26. Frighten

29. To the point

30. Small quantity

33. More colorless

34. Smell strongly

35. Narrate

36. Friendly

38. Alleviate

40. Mediocre grades

41. Fail to mention

43. Motorist’s aid

44. Billion years

45. Sardonic wit

46. Short messages

47. Achievers

48. Poet’s above

49. Scattered

52. Bar bills

54. Select

57. Perfume

58. Schedule

60. Yellow fruit

61. Shade sources

62. Noisy

63. Young people

64. Burn balm

65. Wooden fasteners

DOWN

1. Pledge

2. Electrical conductor

3. Biblical locale

4. Adriatic, e.g.

5. Entertain

6. Shredded

7. Supervise

8. Apiece

9. Expand

10. Cherish

11. Used the doorbell

12. “Of ____ I Sing”

13. Classify

18. Excellent

22. Jobs

23. Zones

25. Formal agreement
26. Area
27. Carved gem
28. Foreign
29. Shudder
30. Handed out cards
31. Water plants
32. Make holy
35. Private teacher

37. Sophia ____
39. Least daffy
42. Impart gradually
45. Des Moines natives
47. Fiend
48. Overweight
49. Common seasoning
50. Wood source
51. Caesar’s city
53. Bullets, for short
54. Musical instrument
55. Stopper
56. Koppel and Turner
58. Boston ____ Party

C R O S S WO R D 399

SOLUTION 398

KKaarreeeennaa dons producer's hat, starts 
working on maiden film with Hansal Mehta

to sue Filmfare
for nominating

her in Best
Actress category
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New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Amid a slew of caste-re-
lated violence in the coun-
try, JNU Vice-Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit on Monday said an-
thropologically gods do not
belong to the upper caste
and that even Lord Shiva
could be from scheduled
caste or tribe.

Delivering the Dr B R
Ambedkar Lecture Series
titled 'Dr B R Ambedkar's
Thoughts on Gender
Justice: Decoding the
Uniform Civil Code', she
also said the "status of shu-
dras given to women in
Manusmriti" makes it ex-
traordinarily regressive.

"Let me tell all women
that all women according to
Manusmriti are shudras so
no woman can claim she is
a brahmin or anything else
and it is only by marriage
that you get the husband or
father's caste on you. I
think this is something
which is extraordinarily re-
gressive," she said.

Taking about the recent
caste violence involving a
nine-year-old Dalit boy, she
said that no god belonged to
the upper caste. "Most of
you should know the ori-
gins of our gods anthropo-
logically. No god is a brah-
min, the highest is a ksha-
triya. Lord Shiva must be a
scheduled caste or a sched-

uled tribe because he sits in
a cemetery with a snake
and has very little clothes
to wear. I don't think
Brahmins can sit in the
cemetery," she said.

She also said that "an-
thropologically" gods, in-
cluding Lakshmi, Shakti,
or even Jagannath do not
come from the upper caste.
In fact, she said, Jagannath
has tribal origins. So why
are we still continuing with
this discrimination which
is very very inhuman. It is
very important that we are
rethinking, reorienting the
thoughts of Babasaheb. We
do not have any leader of
modern India who was
such a great thinker.

Azamgarh (UP), Aug 22 (PTI): 

The BJP is foisting
"false" cases on opposition
leaders in the run-up to
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
to divert people's atten-
tion from real issues such
as price rise and unem-
ployment, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav alleged
on Monday.

He also referred to "sim-
ilar tactics" being used in
Delhi, where he said the
BJP-led Centre is not
ready to acknowledge the
improvement brought in
the education sector by
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), despite The New
York Times lauding it.

"Why is the BJP already
in the preparation mode
for the 2024 election? False
cases are being lodged

against opposition leaders
and action is being taken
against them through gov-
ernment agencies.

"It is because they (BJP)
do not have an answer to
real issues such as infla-
tion and unemployment.
To divert people's atten-
tion as also to ensure that
leaders do not raise their
voice on these issues, false
cases are being foisted on
them and they are being
sent to jail," Yadav told re-
porters here.

Continuing with his
tirade against the BJP-led
Centre, he said, "Fake
cases can be slapped on
anyone. Look at Delhi.

The New York Times
has said that there has
been an improvement in
the education sector
there, but the Centre is

not able to accept it and a
case was made out
against them (AAP lead-
ers)."

Yadav made the re-
marks in the wake of a
case lodged by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
and AAP leader Manish
Sisodia.

The Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief was here to
meet the party MLA from
Pholpur Pavai, Ramakant
Yadav, who is in jail in a
case of rioting. He alleged
that the lawmaker was
jailed in a case that is
more than 20 years old at
the behest of the BJP-led
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment.

"He has been framed at
the instance of the gov-

ernment, which does not
want him to come out of
jail," the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
said, adding that similar-
ly, another senior SP
leader, Azam Khan, has
also been framed in a false
case.

"There are more leaders
like them (Ramakant
Yadav and Khan) in the
state who have been
framed," Yadav said while
recalling a raid on a per-
fume manufacturer of
Kannauj ahead of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls held earlier in the
year, who he said was
made out to be an SP sup-
porter through the BJP's
"false propaganda",
though he claimed he was
associated with the saf-
fron party.

Mumbai court extends Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut's judicial custody till Sep 5

Mumbai, Aug 22 (PTI): 

A special court
here on Monday ex-
tended the judicial
custody of Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut till
September 5 in a
money laundering
case linked to alleged
irregularities in the

redevelopment of a
Mumbai 'chawl'. Raut, 60,
was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on August 1 in con-
nection with alleged finan-
cial irregularities in the re-
development of the Patra
Chawl (row tenement) in
suburban Goregaon.

After being in the ED's
custody initially, the Sena
leader was sent to judicial
custody for 14 days on
August 8. On Monday, spe-

cial Judge M G
Deshpande, hearing cases
related to the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), extended Raut's
custody till September 5.
The ED told the court that
its probe into the case was

still on. The ED's investi-
gation pertains to alleged
financial irregularities in
the redevelopment of the
Patra 'chawl' and related fi-
nancial transactions in-
volving Raut's wife and as-
sociates.

IIT, AIIMS discover factors behind virulence 
of bacteria that cause infections in hospitals

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Researchers at Jodhpur's
IIT and AIIMS have been
studying a dangerous bac-
teria called Klebsiella
pneumoniae, a major cause
of hospital-acquired infec-
tion, and found it develops
a viscous protective cover-
ing around itself which is
one of major factors be-
hind its high virulence and
antibiotic resistance.

The study, being per-
formed in collaboration
with Vellore Institute of
Technology, uses genomics
and molecular biology ap-
proaches to identify new
genes responsible for the

bacteria's potency. The re-
search has been published
in the journal
"Microbiology Spectrum".

Klebsiella pneumoniae
is one of the pathogens on
the World Health
Organization's priority list
and is a significant cause of
hospital-acquired diseases
such as pneumonia, blood-
stream infections, and in-
fections among ICU pa-
tients and newborns.

According to officials,
because of its high viru-
lence and antibiotic resist-
ance, the management and
treatment of Klebsiella
pneumoniae have chal-
lenged the medical and sci-

entific community world-
wide.

"One of the ways in
which Klebsiella pneumo-
niae escapes the body's im-
mune system, and antibi-
otics is by producing an ex-
tremely sticky and viscous
protective covering (hyper-
mucoviscosity) around it-
self," said Shankar
Manoharan, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Bioscience and
Bioengineering, IIT
Jodhpur.

Hypermucoviscosity can
be identified by the string
test, in which a bacterial
colony growing in laborato-
ry media is touched using

an applicator, which is then
slowly lifted off the colony.
If a sticky string of 5 mm
or more extends from the
colony to the applicator, the
bacteria is hypermucovis-
cous and highly virulent.

"We are currently study-
ing these mutants and dis-
rupted genes to explain the
potentially new mecha-
nisms behind this unusual
sticky and viscous cover-
ing of Klebsiella pneumo-
niae P-34. Such under-
standing will enable the de-
velopment of methodolo-
gies to effectively control
the spread of such strains
and treat infections caused
by them," Manoharan said.

CUET: Aspirants claim admit cards
mention past dates for exam

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Several Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG aspirants
have claimed that the
exam dates mentioned on
their admit cards have al-
ready passed while the
date intimated to them
earlier was different.

The National Testing
Agency (NTA), which is
responsible for conduct-
ing the exam, has ap-
pealed to the candidates
not to panic and stick to
the dates which they
have been informed and
their admit cards will re-
flect the correct dates
soon.

The debut edition of
CUET, which has been
split into six phases, has
been marred by glitches
so far causing exam can-
cellations at multiple
centres and postpone-
ment of exams for sever-
al candidates.

However, the resched-
uling of the exam for sev-
eral candidates and at-
tempts to accommodate
the choice of city for

exam centre, has left stu-
dents a worried lot as
their admit cards and city
intimation slips are men-
tioning different dates.

The students have been
reaching out to the NTA
and the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) requesting for an-
other chance to appear in
the examination.

Yuvraj Singh Chauhan
from Jodhpur in
Rajasthan was intimated
that his exam is sched-
uled on August 10. When
he downloaded his admit
card on August 7, he was
shocked to see that his
exam date was August 6
which had already
passed.

"The admit cards are
not available much ahead
of the exam and only city
intimation slips. Even if
the exam date has been
changed some intimation
should be given. My
exam date has already
passed and I have been
emailing NTA about the
problem requesting for a
retest but I haven't heard
from them yet," he said.

Atulsen Singh Yadav
from Balrampur in Uttar
Pradesh has the same
grievance. "My exam was
rescheduled on August 30
because I retained my in-
timated city (Balrampur)
but today when I down-
load the admit card then
the exam date mentioned
is August 17, which is al-
ready over," he said.

According to UGC
Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar, the students with
grievances need to write
to the NTA with their ap-
plication number. "After
verification, NTA will
take a decision on per-
mitting them to write a
retest," he told PTI.

When contacted NTA
Director Vineet Joshi,
said, "The candidates
should not panic. If their
exam was rescheduled,
their admit cards will re-
flect the correct date
near the informed date.
Right now the admit
cards will be reflecting
earlier dates. Candidates
should stick to the date
intimated to them while
preparing."

Lathi charge and water 
cannons on streets of Patna

Patna, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Police baton-charged
and used water cannons in
the heart of the Bihar cap-
ital on Monday when hun-
dreds of people, many
owing allegiance to a polit-
ical party, staged a demon-
stration to press several
demands.

According to Patna
District Magistrate
Chandrashekhar Singh,
trouble erupted at the Dak
Bungalow crossing where
two separate groups, one
comprising teachers' eligi-
bility test qualified candi-
dates seeking jobs and the
other consisting of work-
ers of the Jan Adhikar
Party, gathered and tried
to proceed towards the Raj
Bhavan, situated a couple
of kilometres away.

It was a huge crowd that
could not have been al-
lowed to proceed beyond
Dak Bungalow crossing.
Mild use of force was re-
sorted to as they refused to
disperse despite an offer
that a five-member delega-

tion can visit the Raj
Bhavan along with a mag-
istrate and submit a mem-
orandum, the DM said.

Meanwhile, a video clip

went viral of an official
raining blows on a young
protester who can be seen
rolling on the ground,
writhing in pain, while

holding aloft a tricolour.
State Congress

spokesman Asit Nath
Tiwari, whose party is an
ally of the ruling coalition,

issued a strongly worded
statement condemning the
episode.

The official is K K
Singh, an additional dis-
trict magistrate with a rep-
utation of high-handed-
ness. During the COVID
epidemic, he had com-
manded citizens to pro-
duce videos of themselves
beating utensils failing
which their applications
will not be considered,
Tiwari alleged.

We could have under-
stood had the youngster
been involved in stone-
pelting or any type of
physical violence himself.
But beating up of a tri-
colour-wielding young
man who posed no menace
is unacceptable and the of-
ficial concerned must be
punished, Tiwari demand-
ed.

The DM, when asked
about the episode, said the
administration has set up
a two-member inquiry
committee to look into the
allegations and examine
the video footage.
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ADM (Law & Order) KK Singh hits a candidate with a baton during a protest by CTET and
BTET qualified candidates demanding for 7th phase teachers recruitment, at Dakbangla
intersection in Patna, Monday.

NTA asks them not to panic

Hyderabad, Aug 22 (PTI): 

In a meeting that
sparked a buzz, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
interacted with popular
Telugu actor Junior NTR, a
grandson of legendary N T
Rama Rao, here on Sunday
night during his day-long
visit to Telangana. "Had a
good interaction with a
very talented actor and the
gem of our Telugu cinema,
Jr NTR in Hyderabad,"
Shah tweeted. In response,
Junior NTR said it was a
pleasure meeting Shah.

"It was a pleasure meet-
ing you and having a de-
lightful interaction

@AmitShah ji. Thanks for
the kind words," he said.
Telangana BJP president
and MP Bandi Sanjay
Kumar said it was a per-
sonal meeting and that he

was not present.
Some BJP sources

claimed that Shah appreci-
ated Junior NTR's per-
formance in ace director
SS Rajamouli's recent

blockbuster 'RRR'. The
meeting, however, trig-
gered speculation that it
could be a move to attract
Junior NTR's fans and also
Andhra Pradesh-origin
voters in Telangana.

Junior N T Rama Rao,
popularly known as Junior
NTR, is a son of late Hari
Krishna, one of the sons of
TDP founder and former
Chief Minister of undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh N T
Rama Rao. The actor had
campaigned for the TDP in
2009 but has since stayed
away from the party affairs
and politics. It is not
known if he had any politi-
cal ambitions.

Amit Shah meets Telugu actor
Junior NTR during Telangana visit

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Telangana actor N. T.
Rama Rao Jr during a meeting in Hyderabad.

Kota/Jaipur, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Heavy rainfall in last 24
hours has led to flood-like
situation in Rajasthan's
Kota, Jhalawar and sur-
rounding districts, offi-
cials said on Monday.

Low-lying areas have
submerged under water
owing to the downpour
and water released from
Kota barrage, they said,
adding around 60 people
were shifted to safer
places while schools and
coaching institutes in
Kota and Bundi remained
closed on Monday.

About 3.83 lakh cusec

water has been released
following the opening of
14 of the 19 gates of Kota
barrage. At the same
time, 2.8 lakh cusec water
was released from
Kalisindh dam in
Jhalawar and 25,200 cusec
water from Bhim Sagar
dam in Jhalawar, officials
said.

In Kota's Pragati Nagar,
a seven-feet-long crocodile
was spotted in a residen-
tial area creating panic
among the locals, howev-
er, the reptile was res-
cued. According to the
Meteorological depart-
ment, extremely heavy

rainfall was recorded in
isolated areas in Kota and
Jhalawar district during
the 24-hour period ending
8.30 am on Monday. Dag in
Jhalawar recorded the
highest 234 mm rainfall
followed by 224 mm in
Kota city during this peri-
od, officials said.

Inflow of water in-
creased in Kota barrage
on Chambal river due to
rainfall in the catchment
area of Rana Pratap
Sagar dam (Chittorgarh)
and Jawahar Sagar dam
(Kota), an official of the
Kota district administra-
tion said.

Thirteen out of the 19
gates were opened last
night to release the water
and one more gate was
opened on Monday, they
said. So far, nearly 3.83
lakh cusec water has been
released from the bar-
rage. Similar step was
taken in Jhalawar to re-
lease excessive water
from dams.

People had a harrowing
time while commuting
and water entered houses
at several places in Kota
like Talwandi, Purana
Kota, Bajrang Nagar,
Jawahar Nagar, station
road, and Balaji Nagar.

Rajasthan: Heavy rain leads to flood-like
situation in Kota, Bundi; schools closed

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut outside Arthur Road Jail after a special
court extended his judicial custody till Sept. 5 in connection with
a money laundering case, in Mumbai, Monday.
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BJP foisting false cases on opposition
leaders ahead of 2024 LS polls: Akhilesh

HC dismisses plea
to give stipend to

young lawyers
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::  The
Delhi High Court Monday dis-
missed a plea seeking to direct
the Centre and Bar Council of
Delhi to consider financial diffi-
culties and give monthly assis-
tance of Rs 5,000 to newly en-
rolled advocates here during
their first year of practice. A
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad rejected
the petition saying there was
no merit in it. The bench said if
the court passes such a direc-
tion for lawyers, later
Chartered Accountants and
people from other professions
will also come for the same re-
lief. The petition said that the
petitioner, a young lawyer,
along with other young advo-
cates are intending to pursue
their litigation practice and
learn under a senior lawyer but
due to non-payment they are
unable to learn properly and
carry any of their expenditures.

‘Anthropologically gods don’t belong
to upper caste’, says JNU VC

Mosque committee
presents rejoinder in
Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex case

VVaarraannaassii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII)):: The
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee on Monday pre-
sented its rejoinder in the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri com-
plex case in the district court
and the arguments will contin-
ue till Tuesday, according to a
government counsel. District
government counsel Rana
Sanjeev Singh said advocate
Shamim Ahmed presented the
rejoinder in the court of
District Judge A K Vishvesh fol-
lowing arguments from the
Hindu side. Ahmed presented
the evidence in support of the
claim that the Gyanvapi Masjid
is a Waqf property, Singh said,
adding the mosque committee
will continue arguments on
Tuesday.
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‘Police-Choupal’ organised in villages of Patan Sub Division 
Bhilai, Aug 22: On the in-
structions of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) and Superintendent
of Police (Durg), Police
Choupal was organised in
different police station
areas of Patan sub-division.
The people were made
aware about cyber fraud,
traffic rules and crimes re-
lated to women, etc. People
were urged to immediately
inform the police if they
find someone indulging in
illegal activities. Thousands
of people attended the po-
lice-choupals which were
organised at seven different
places in Patan sub division
area.

Under the leadership of
Additional Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Ananth
Kumar, “Police Choupal”
was organized in Patan,

Amaleshwar, Utai,
Ranitarai, Jamgaon R,
Anda and Machandur.
Police sub-divisional officer
Devansh Singh Rathore and
the police station in-charges
of Patan, Utai, Amaleshwar,
Ranitarai, Anda, Jamgaon-
R and Manchadur visited
the villages and informed
the villagers about the ob-

jectives of organizing the
police choupal.

Amaleshwar Police
Station organised choupal
at Magarghata; Patan Police
Station organised Choupal
at Kasahi Pandar; Utai
Police Station organised the
choupal at Utai; Ranitarai
Police Station organised
Choupal at Kauhi;

Jamgaon(R) Police Station
organised choupal at
Kumhali; Anda Police
Station organised choupal
at Albaras; and Manchadur
Chowki organised the
choupal at Pauwara.

Thousands of people
were made aware through
p o l i c e - c h o u p a l .
Information related to dif-

ferent laws was given to the
villagers and information
related to traffic rules,
cyber security and infor-
mation of Abhivyakti App
for safety of women was
also shared. The villagers
appreciated the efforts of
the police officers and per-
sonnel. They said that this
move will reduce the dis-
tance between the common
people and cops. The
events of ‘Police Choupal’
will promote the trust of
common people on the cops
as well as create the fear of
police among criminals. As
per the instructions of sen-
ior officers, a public aware-
ness campaign will be con-
ducted through the pro-
gram of police-choupal in
all the police station areas
of Durg district including
Patan sub-division.

Home Minister visits flood affected areas 
Bhilai, Aug 22: Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu visited several vil-
lages of his assembly con-
stituency Durg Rural as
well as the villages which
were affected due to floods
recently. As the Home
Minister was out of the
state, he was unable to visit
the affected villages but
was continuously monitor-
ing the situation through
elected representatives,
supporters and party work-
ers. The office bearers of
District Panchayat Durg as
well as officials of public
works department, revenue
department, electricity de-
partment, agriculture de-
partment, water resources
department also accompa-
nied the Home Minister
during the visit to the vil-
lages so that they could un-
derstand the problems of
the villagers directly and
solve them as soon as possi-
ble. The villages that were
highly affected in the flood
were Albaras, Khada,
Ruda, Bhothali and

Changori. The villagers de-
manded to raise the height
of the access road. Home
Minister assured to get the
projects approved in the
budget. He discussed in de-
tail with the villagers about
the problems faced by them
during the flood. After tak-
ing direct information
from the people, he gave in-
structions to departmental

officers for resolving the
problems. The Tehsildar
and Patwari were directed
to inspect the crops of the
farmers and prepare a re-
port on the damage of
crops. After collecting in-
formation about the health
of the rural people, Home
Minister directed Dr
Belchandan, the Block
Medical Officer of this area

to conduct health checkup
camps in the villages. The
CEO of Janpad Panchayat
was asked to prepare a re-
port on the damage oc-
curred at Gauthans includ-
ing the loss of vermi com-
post, structure, vermin
tank, etc.

District Panchayat
President Shalni Rivendra
Yadav, Speaker
(Agriculture) Yogita
Chandrakar, Janpad
President Devendra
Deshmukh, President
Cooperative Cell Rivendra
Yadav, Janpad Member
Rupesh Deshmukh,
Dumeshwari Deshmukh,
Nandkumar Sahu, Dharam
Das Sahu, Sarpanch
Albaras Asha Deshmukh,
Sarpanch Khada Hulli Bai
Sahu, Sarpanch Bhothali
Suresh Sahu, Sarpanch
Changori Gomti Nishad,
Rahul Deshmukh, Ramesh
Sahu, Tulsi Deshmukh,
Khomeshwar Deshmukh
and other senior members
of the Congress party were
present.

Plantation drive organised to develop
bonding of students with nature 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 22: To make
school students aware of
the environment and
forests as well as develop
their bonding with the
trees and plants, a tree
plantation campaign has
been launched by Durg
Forest Division, Durg in
schools of Patan develop-
ment block. Through this
campaign, tree plantation
is being done by the school
students in their school
campus. This will make
the students aware of trees
and plants and their rela-
tionship with nature will
be closer.

Under this campaign, 50-
50 saplings of Mango, Jam,
Jamun, Guava, Badam,
Ashok, Kachnar, Amla
species are being planted
in each school of Patan de-

velopment block. Under
the scheme, a target has
been set to plant 15000
saplings in 300 schools. Till
date, 22 primary schools, 13
middle schools and 15
higher secondary schools
of the area have been cov-

ered under this scheme. In
this way, the program of
tree plantation has been
completed in 50 govern-
ment schools and in the re-
maining schools this work
will be completed by the
end of August. As there

are no forests in this area,
block plantation is being
conducted in 3.00 hectare
of land in village Chicha
and 04 hectare of land in
Amleshwar besides the
tree plantation drives in
the schools.

‘Self-reliance is possible if students
get the right teacher’ : Prof Dave

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  “If the students
get the right guidance at the right
time, then along with building of
character the students move for-
ward in the direction of self-
reliance. When guru and disciple
work together, it creates a good
society”. This was stated by the
former Vice-Chancellor of
Saurashtha University, Mrs. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, at the closing
ceremony of the training program
organized in the Department of
Rural Technology and
Development under Guru
Ghasidas University. Prof.
Nilambri Dave felicitated the stu-
dents who had made rakhis from
rice and paddy by giving them a
citation and described the stu-
dents of Chhattisgarh as profi-
cient in various skills and tradi-
tional arts. On this occasion, the
Head of the Department of Rural
Technology said that under the
guidance of Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas

University, our students have
made about five thousand rakhis
by working tirelessly and market-
ing them as well. The profit
obtained from this venture will be
used to pay the study fee of
around 24 children. 

The organizer of the program,
Assistant Professor, Dr. Dilip
Kumar said that earlier, in the
last month, study fee of Rs.
74000/- was deposited for 22
children under study-cum-
income scheme. Under the skill
development venture, Rural
Technology Department engages
in production of vermicompost,
mushroom, hand made soap, nat-
ural gulal and in many other
activities, so that students take
steps towards becoming self-
reliant. Prof. BN Tiwary, Dean,
present at the closing ceremony,
said that the importance of edu-
cation is only when it provides
financial strength and such activi-
ties are inspiring to the students for
self-reliance. Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal
Officer of Skill Development Cell
said that by organizing such skill
development training programs, the
reputation of the university has
increased and many students are
actively participating in such pro-
grams.

IIM Raipur successfully concludes the 6th HR Summit
Raipur, Aug 22: The sec-
ond day of the 6th HR
Summit at IIM Raipur
continued with the same
grandeur as the first day.
The institute welcomed
the esteemed corporate
dignitaries on a breezy
Sunday morning with
great enthusiasm. There
were three more panel
discussions on the theme
“Rethinking Workforce
Strategies For 2030.”

The 4th-panel discus-
sion witnessed insights
on the topic “HRs new
Mandate: Be a Strategic
Player” which was moder-
ated by Prof. Ritu Gupta,
Asst. Professor - HRM &
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l
Behaviour, IIM Raipur.
She gave a brief introduc-
tion to this interesting
topic and initiated the dis-
cussion. Ms. Ritika
Mathur, Partner Human
Capital Consulting, Grant
Thornton highlighted the
importance of under-
standing the employee
value proposition in an
organization. She advised
the young minds to under-
stand the changing busi-

ness model and its bene-
fits. Ameya Karambe,
Group Head - Human
Resources, Carnival
Group said that HR man-
agers should realize the
shifting needs of human
beings which further
shifts their quality of life.
He shed light upon the sig-
nificance of human inter-
action amidst numerous
HR functions being car-
ried out by artificial intel-
ligence. Debadatta Baxi,
Regional Director HR,

McCain Foods defined HR
as an enterprising leader-
ship function. He spoke
about the evolution of HR
over the last 30 years,
from contributing to per-
sonnel management to
driving employee engage-
ment.

The 5th Panel revolved
around the theme,
“Ageism - Generations in
the Workplace”. Prof.
Jagrook Dawra, Professor
- Marketing, IIM Raipur
initiated the discussion as

the moderator. Vikas
Maheshwary, Head Global
HR Transformation,
Biocon started with Gen
Z’s preference for flexibili-
ty and control. The trend
in knowledge consump-
tion has moved from pri-
oritizing work over play to
wanting to perceive work
as play. Dr. Yogesh Misra,
VP-HR, Thomas
Assessments Pvt Ltd
(India & SAARC Region)
shared his cognizance of
societal transformation

leading to the changing
roles. He said that the
spirit of cooperation is
very important among the
older generation and the
younger generation in un-
derstanding the business
models. Reju Mathew,
Associate Director,
McKinsey & Company,
discussed the concept of
heterogeneity and homo-
geneity saying that het-
erogeneous thought
processes offer more in-
sights.

The theme for the 6th
Panel was “HRs Purview
of Crisis Management”,
moderated by Prof.
Suneetha Saggurti,
Professor - HRM &
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l
Behaviour, IIM Raipur.
Divya Capoor, Chief
Manager HR, ONGC men-
tioned the increase in the
type and number of crises
that play a critical role in
the HR domain. Shalu
Manan, Global Talent
Supply Chain & HR
Transformation Leader,
Genpact appreciated the
ability of HR profession-
als to understand the best

scenario to tackle the cri-
sis. HRs have to play the
role of leader and coach.
Milind Mutalik, Head
Employee Experience –
India, Accolite Digital
added value to the discus-
sion by saying that going
through a crisis brings de-
struction but also im-
mense learning. He em-
phasized the need to de-
velop immunity to face
the crises in HR. Rajesh
Pebbili, Head Business
HR, Sanofi remarked that
HR must bring together
business continuity plan-
ning and crisis manage-
ment.

The event concluded on
August 21, 2022, in the
presence of eminent busi-
ness executives, whom
IIM Raipur was honored
to host. They lighted up
the summit with their
opinions and insights on
the corporate world. The
students will look forward
to further assimilating
these learnings into their
skill-set and equipping
themselves for the upcom-
ing challenges in the in-
dustry.

No substitute to hard work in life: Sunil Jain

Raipur, Aug 22: Bharatiya
Jain Sanghatana (BJS) or-
ganised ‘Ratna Samman’
(felicitation) of talented stu-
dents from Jain community
at state-level, at the
Vichakshan Jain
Vidyapeeth (VJV) in
Kumhari on Sunday. In this
chief guest was Secretary
Education Department IAS
Sunil Jain. In this felicita-
tion programme, a total of
209 students form 39 cities
of state were felicitated.
The programme began
with reciting of ‘Mantras’

and then the guests lighted
traditional lamp. In the wel-
come speech State general
secretary BJS Manoj
Lunkad welcomed all the
guests.

Chief Guest Sunil Jain
said that achieving some-
thing higher is always diffi-
cult, but even more difficult
is to maintain it. When a
person fixes a particular

level, then the real test be-
gins from it. Success in the
life is necessary and it is
only formula is hard-work
and it does not have any
substitute. To attain suc-

cess, one has to work hard
and it takes long time. But
when a person spends more
time with one work, then it
becomes boring soon and at
times one feels to drop it, as
he is in need of rest and
here he requires a person
who can motivate him.
Sunil Jain said to the stu-
dents that they all are walk-
ing on this long road and at
times will come with feel-
ing where have I got stuck
and it is here that they re-
quire motivation and inspi-
ration. He urged students to
stay away from negative
thoughts and criticism and
those trying to criticize
should be challenged.

Chairing the programme,
BJS State President Dr
Pankaj Chopda cited the ex-
ample of frog and said that
they should stay away from

people having negative
thoughts and should always
remain positive. To stop
one’s success, people will
say lots of things, but it
should be sidelined and one
should focus on his or her
goal. Today is the world of
start-ups and one should
thing new and move for-
ward, he added.

Special guest of the pro-
gramme, Chairman Smart
Girl Training Programme
and National Secretary of
BJS Sanjay Singh said that
there is always some strong
points of a society and
some weaknesses. People
think the society progres-
sive which keeps its
strengths intact and by
identifying the weaknesses,
try to develop it into its
strength. This felicitation
by BJS is to restore one’s

strength and the achieve-
ment, he added.

Director Life Scan
Research Centre Manish
Parekh hailed this initia-
tive of BJS and said that
this has happened for the
first time when talented
students from the society
are being felicitated under
one roof. This will motivate
the students and would
move forward.

Trustee of Vichakshan
Jain Vidyapeeth Mahesh
Kothari said that a person
trying to become a big per-
son by taking up higher ed-
ucation. But the society and
country wants them to be-
come greater in life and be-
come a good citizen. But
this particular expectation
seems to be diminishing a
lot, he added.

During this programme,

the video message by Sant
Manish Sagarji from
Jodhpur was also shown
live. In this programme,
Vichakshan Jain Vidyapeet
general secretary CA
Prakash Chand Maloo,
Hansraj Jain, Prakash
Chand Chopda, MCG,
Shanti Bardia, Uttam
Bardia, Kantilal Jain,
Ramesh Chopda, Gagan
Bardia, Nitin Jain, Vijay
Gangwal, Vijay Maloo,
Kishore Bardia, Manjari
Jain, Fanendra Jain,
Prafulla Sancheti, Ashok
Pagaria, Manju Kothari,
Vaibhav Golcha, Sushila
Chajed, members of
Bhairav Society BJS and
students from all over
Chhattisgarh, their parents
and noted citizens from
Jain community were pres-
ent in large number.
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Total 209 talented
students from 39
cities from Jain
community felici-
tated  at VJV,
Kumhari

Raipur, Aug 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the ‘dashgatra’
ceremony  of Late Ashok
Sinha, at his residence in
Mana Basti. The Chief
Minister met the family
members of Late Sinha and
expressed  condolences and
consoled the family mem-
bers. The Chief Minister
paid homage by paying flo-
ral tributes to the portrait
to Late Ashok Sinha. On

this occasion MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman of State Food
Civil Supplies Corporation
Ram Gopal Agarwal,
Chairman of State Mineral
Development Corporation
Girish Devangan,
President of District Co-op-
erative Bank Raipur,
Pakanj Sharma, Ward
Panch of Mana Basti Kunal
Sinha and many citizens
were present.

CM expresses condolences
to the family members

Exhibition to mark Sri
Aurobindo 150th anniversary

at Nehru Art gallery
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2222:: Sri Aurobindo
Yog Sadhana Kendra(SAYSK),
the only Relic-Centre of Sri
Aurobindo in Chhattisgarh at
Bhilai alongwith SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant is organising a
Photo exhibition to mark the
150th Birth anniversary of Sri
Aurobindo, veteran Freedom
fighter, philosopher, maharshi
and yoga guru. 

The exhibition will be held at
Nehru Art gallery, Civic Centre,
Bhilai from August 23-25, 2022. 

Ministry of Culture, Govt of
India is organising many func-
tions in the light of 150th Birth
anniversary of Sri Aurobindo.
MM Gadre, ED(P & A) will inau-
gurate the exhibition in Nehru
Art gallery, which is run by PR
department of BSP on August
23, 2022. 

The exhibition will be open
from 17:30 hrs to 20:30 hrs on
August 23-25, 2022. 



Ahmedabad/New Delhi,
Aug 22 (PTI): Delhi
Deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia on
Monday claimed that he
was “offered the CM’s
post” by the BJP and clo-
sure of all cases if he quit
AAP and joined the saf-
fron party, which hit back,
accusing him of trying to
deflect attention from the
corruption charges.

The startling claims of
Sisodia came days after
his house was raided by
the CBI over allegations of
corruption in the imple-
mentation of the Delhi ex-
cise policy, even as

Northeast Delhi BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari asked the
AAP leader to name the
person who made these of-
fers from the party.

Sisodia, who along with
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is on a two-day
visit to Gujarat to reach
out to voters ahead of the

assembly polls scheduled
for later this year, also
played the caste card. “I
have received a message
from the BJP — Leave
AAP and join BJP. We will
ensure that all cases by
CBI and ED against you
are shut.

“My reply to BJP — I
am a descendant of
Maharana Pratap and a
Rajput. I am ready to get
beheaded but can never
bow down before conspir-
ators and corrupt people.
All the cases against me
are false. Do whatever you
want to do,” he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Terrorist arrested
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Monday arrested a
“hybrid terrorist” of
Lashkar-e-Taiba involved in
the August 15 grenade
attack on a minority habi-
tation in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Budgam district,
taking the total number of
arrests in the case to three.
The terrorist was identified
as Suhail Ahmad Malik,
police said. “Police today
arrested one more hybrid
terrorist of proscribed out-
fit Lashkar-e-Taiba who
was involved in a grenade
attack on minorities,” a

police spokesperson said.

IAC Vikrant
KKoocchhii:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will com-
mission the country’s first
indigenously-built aircraft
carrier (IAC) Vikrant on
September 2, official
sources said. The Prime
Minister will officially
induct the vessel to the
Indian Navy at a specially
arranged venue inside the
Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL) here, which manu-
factured the over Rs
20,000 crore warship. 

Low29 23High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,490.70   
58,773.87   SENSEX

GOLD 51,165

SILVER 55,108

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Tuesday, August 23,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

Activists and members of
various women organisa-

tions stage a protest against
remission of the sentence

given to the convicts of
Bilkis Banos case by Gujarat

government, at freedom
park in Bengaluru, Monday.
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New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday told a
group of civil society rep-
resentatives the party’s
upcoming ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ is like a “tapasya”
for him and that he is
ready for the “long battle”
to unite the country.

The Congress had an-
nounced last week it will
launch on September 7 the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ —
being billed by the party as
the longest yatra mounted
in this country over the
last century. Interacting
with civil society mem-
bers at the ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra Conclave’ at the
Constitution Club here,
Gandhi said the Yatra is

like “tapasya” for him, ac-
cording to sources.

“I know uniting India
(Bharat Jodo) is going to
be a long battle and I am
ready for it,” Gandhi was
quoted as saying.
Stressing that the politics

of the country has become
“polarised”, Gandhi said
the idea of undertaking
the yatra is to tell that on
one side there is the ideol-
ogy of the Sangh and on
the other side is the ideolo-
gy of uniting everyone.

Moscow, Aug 22 (PTI):

Russia’s top intelli-
gence agency said on
Monday that it has de-
tained an Islamic State
terrorist from a Central
Asian country who un-
derwent special training
to carry out a suicide at-
tack against a member of
India’s leadership elite
for the offensive com-
ments on the Prophet.

According to Russia’s
Federal Security Service
(FSB), the foreign nation-
al was recruited by one of
the Islamic State’s ring-
leaders as a suicide
bomber sometime be-

tween April and June
2022, while in Turkey,
state-owned TASS news
agency reported.

“The Federal Security
Service has identified
and apprehended in
Russia a member of the
outlawed (by the Russian
Federation) Islamic State

international terrorist
organisation. The de-
tainee is a native of a
Central Asian country,
who planned to commit a
terrorist attack against a
member of India’s ruling
circles by blowing him-
self up, the FSB said. The
terrorist’s “ideological

indoctrination was con-
ducted remotely via
Telegram messenger ac-
counts and during per-
sonal meetings in
Istanbul with an IS repre-
sentative, the Russian
Federal Security
Service’s Center for
Public Relations (CPR)
said.

The FSB noted that the
would-be suicide bomber
swore allegiance to the IS
Emir (chief), after which
he was instructed to leave
for Russia, draw up the
necessary documents and
fly to India to commit this
act of terrorism, the re-
port said.

Bhopal, Aug 22 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday
chaired a Central Zonal
Council meeting in Bhopal
which the Uttar Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh chief
ministers attended virtu-
ally as they could not ar-
rive due to heavy rains in
the Madhya Pradesh capi-
tal.

Shah arrived around
1.30 am on Monday in
Bhopal amid heavy rains.

MP Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and state BJP president

Vishnu Dutt Sharma were
among those who wel-
comed Shah at the airport.

The Central Zonal
Council comprises
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Chouhan earlier in a
statement said it is an im-
portant meeting in which

issues like the welfare of
S c h e d u l e d
Castes/Scheduled Tribes,
farmers’ welfare, crime
against women and chil-
dren, internal security
and prevention of terror-
ism and Naxalism will be
discussed at length, which
will benefit all the four
states.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) on Monday made it
mandatory for goods vehicles,
manufactured on or after
September 1, used for carrying
dangerous or hazardous mate-
rials to be fitted with location
tracking device.

The ministry in a notification
said it has been brought to the
notice that vehicles, which are
not under the ambit of national
permit, carrying various gases
viz. argon, nitrogen, oxygen
etc. and goods of dangerous or
hazardous nature, are not fit-
ted with Vehicle Location
Tracking Devices. “Accordingly,
the ministry, has mandated

that every vehicle of cate-
gories N2 and N3, manufac-
tured on and after the 1st day
of September, 2022, in the case
of new models, and 1st day of
January, 2023, in the case of
existing models, carrying dan-
gerous or hazardous goods,
shall be fitted with a vehicle
tracking system device as per
Automotive Industry Standard
(AIS) 140,” it said.

Category N2 vehicle means
motor vehicles used for car-
riage of goods and having a
gross vehicle weight exceeding
3.5 tonnes but not exceeding
12 tonnes. Category N3 vehicle
means vehicles used for car-
riage of goods and having a
gross vehicle weight exceeding
12 tonnes.

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI):

An anthropologist and
academician from the
United Kingdom involved
in research on fishing
communities in Kerala
Monday approached the
Delhi High Court against
denial of entry into India
and his deportation upon
arrival at
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port earlier this year.

Justice Yashwant
Varma asked the counsel
for the Centre to seek in-
structions on the plea and
listed the case for further
hearing in October. In his

plea, Filippo Osella, said
that till date, the reasons
behind his forceful depor-
tation from
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port and denial of entry
on March 23 in spite of a
valid visa are unknown
and his representations to
the authorities remain
unanswered. The social
scientist said that the con-
duct of the authorities
was unfair, unjust and ar-
bitrary as well as ultra
vires the Constitution of
India, international law,
and fundamental human
rights and dignity.
Shockingly, when the peti-

tioner landed in
Thiruvananthapuram at
3.05 AM after a journey of
about twenty hours with a
layover in Dubai he was
denied entry and was
forcibly deported. Reasons
were disturbingly absent
in this high-handed and
arbitrary conduct of the
Immigration authorities
at Thiruvananthapuram
airport. By 4:30 AM, the
Professor was literally
marched back and bun-
dled into the same aircraft,
in which he had arrived
and was unjustly deported
- much like a hardened
criminal, the petition said.

GGooaallppaarraa  ((AAssssaamm)),,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Two Islamic clerics (Imams)
allegedly involved in radicalis-
ing Muslim youths in the state
and having links with terror
outfit Al-Qaeda in Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) have
been arrested in Assam’s
Goalpara district, district
police said on Monday.

The duo were taken into
custody on August 20 and
arrested the next day for their
alleged links with Bangladesh
outfits engaged in radicalising
youths , Superintendent of
Police V V Rakesh Reddy told
reporters.

The police have registered a
case against the duo under the
stringent Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act (UAPA) and
with investigations on more
such people are likely to be
arrested soon, he said.

The arrested have been
identified as Abdus Sobahan, a
cleric of Tinkonia Shantipur
Masjid under Mornoi police
station and Jalaluddin, a cleric
of Tilapara Masjid under Matia
police station. Sobahan is a
member of AQIS, the SP said.

Both the arrested clerics
have been engaged in radical-
ising youths and in jihadi activ-
ities since the last three to four
years. We have also found that
they have links with several
jihadis arrested in the state
earlier and another who was
apprehended in West Bengal,’’
Reddy said.

Russia detains ISIS terrorist plotting
suicide attack against Indian elite

An Islamic State 

terrorist, who was 

plotting a suicide attack

against a member of

Indias leadership elite

for offensive comments

on Prophet, being 

detained in Russia. 

‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ like ‘tapasya’ for me
Ready for ‘long battle’ to unite country: Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra Conclave, in New Delhi, Monday.

Govt makes location tracking mandatory
for vehicles used for hazardous goods

Two Islamic clerics 
arrested for links with AQIS

Anthropologist from UK moves Delhi
HC against denial of entry into India

BJP offered ‘Delhi CM post’, closure of all 
cases if I join them: Sisodia claims

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia address a press conference in
Ahmedabad, Monday.

Union minister Shah chairs Central
Zonal Council meet in Bhopal 

 UP & Chhattisgarh CMs
participate virtually

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The committee on
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) formed four sub-
groups on mandated topics,
including making “MSP
more effective and trans-
parent” in its first meeting
on Monday but Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM)
remained absent.

The committee, headed
by former agriculture sec-
retary Sanjay Agrawal, dis-
cussed ways to “promote
zero budget based farm-
ing”, to “change” crop pat-
terns keeping in mind the
changing needs of the
country, and to make MSP
more “effective and trans-
parent”.

The panel has 26 mem-
bers including the chair-
man, while three member-
ship slots are kept aside for
representatives of SKM.

“After a day long deliber-
ation, the committee decid-
ed to form four sub-groups
or committees on three
mandated topics,” the com-
mittee member Binod
Anand told PTI.

Anand, who is holding
the charge of general sec-
retary at farmers’ group
CNRI, said the first group
will study Himalayan states
as well as the cropping pat-
tern and crop diversifica-
tion and how to ensure MSP
support in those states.

The second group on
micro irrigation — to be
headed by Sukhpal Singh
from IIM-Ahmedabad — will
study how to make micro-
irrigation farmer-centric.
Currently, micro irrigation
is driven by government
subsidies and the group will
examine how to generate
farmers demand for this, he
said.

The third group — led by
a representative of National
Institute of Agricultural
Extension Management
(MANAGE) — will study
‘zero budget based farm-
ing’, including organic and
natural farming methods,
and generate consensus of
farmers.

The fourth group — to be
led by Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) — along with
Hyderabad-based Central
Research Institute for
Dryland Agriculture
(CRIDA) and Nagpur-based
National Bureau of Soil
Survey and Land Use
Planning (NBSSLUP) and
one more institute will
study the crop diversifica-
tion and cropping pattern
across the country and sub-
mit a background report, he
added. “The four groups
will hold separate meetings
and the committee’s final
meeting will he held in
September-end,” Anand
said.

Committee on MSP sets up four
sub-groups to discuss key issues
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‘TITANIC MODEL’

The model of the ship ‘Titanic’ is in the making at the Kalibadi for the festival of Ganeshotsav.

Action taken against law offenders in capital city
Raipur, Aug 22: In order to
ensure law & order situa-
tion in the capital city and
to take action against crim-
inals, the capital police
launched massive cam-
paign on Sunday night.
Under this the anti-social
elements active at various
sensitive places and dens in
all cities of different dis-

tricts were cleared. Along
with this they took action
against total 10 persons for

drinking in public places
and spreading distur-
bances and case was lodged
under Excise Act. Action
was also taken against 9 for
roaming around with but-
ton-based knives and action
was taken against total 150
for high-speed driving by
bikers uder the Motor
Vehicle Act.

Imbibe ideas of Baba Guru Ghasidas: Rudra Kumar

Raipur, Aug 22: State
Public Health Engineering
and Village Industries
Minister and Jagatguru
Guru Rudrakumar of
Satnami Samaj on
Monday participated in
the Satnam Sandesh Yatra
organised in Balod dis-
trict. On this occasion, he
said that all the followers
of Satnam Samaj should
imbibe the thoughts and
principles of Param Pujya
Baba Guru Ghasidas. He

gave detailed information
regarding the renuncia-
tion, holy deeds and glori-
ous legacy of the founder
of Satnam Panth, Param
Pujya Baba Guru
Ghasidas and other gurus.

Minister Guru Rudra

Kumar was addressing a
function organized by
Satnami Samaj at village
Pakurbhat near district
headquarter Balod on
Monday. On the occasion
of Gurudarshan, Rawati
and Satnam Sandesh

Shobhayatra in the pres-
ence of Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar, people of
Satnami community in
Balod district gave a cor-
dial and grand welcome.
During this, people of
Satnami community were
present in large numbers
in village Oteband Chowk,
Arjunda Chowk,
Gundardehi, village
Sikosa, village Padkibhat
and district headquarter
Balod and welcomed
Jagatguru Guru Rudra
Kumar of Satnami Samaj.
On this occasion, Minister
Guru Rudra Kumar also
unveiled statue of first
woman MP in village
Sikosa. Minister Guru

Rudrakumar also an-
nounced Rs 25 lakh for
Satnam Samajik Bhavan
in a program organized at
village Pakurbhat. He also
talked about on taking ac-
tion on the applications re-
lated to Public Health
Engineering Department
received during this pro-
gram and ensuring their
proper disposal. On this
occasion, Minister Guru
Rudrakumar also appreci-
ated the work of district
Satnami Samaj for keep-
ing the Satnami communi-
ty united. He said that the
people of the society
should have knowledge of
the glorious history and
culture.

Implementation for shifting
of liquor shop start

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  Within three
days of declaration by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, the local dis-
trict administration took to
heels and start implementa-
tion of shifting of liquor shop
on main road of Telibandha
area here on Monday. The Dy.
Commissioner Excise issued
tender to remove liquor shop
from Telibandha on Monday.
It is notable here that it was
last on Aug 19, CM made a
declaration to shift the Liquor
shop in Telibandha as per
demand of general public and
gave instructions to the
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in this
regard.

So as per instructions from
Collector Surveshwar Bhure,
the Dy. Commissioner Excise
issued tender for shifting of

liquor shop in Telibandha near
Krishna Kunj to some other
place. In this tender, along
with the shifting of
Telibandha liquor shop, appli-
cations have been invited for
shifting of four other IIMFL
and one country liquor shop,
two composite liquor shop
and two premium liquor
shops. The bidding for the
tender can be saved in the
office of Excise Dy.
Commissioner in District
Collector office room No. 22
by3:00 pm of Sept 5, 2022.
The technical tender paper
will be opened on Sept 6 at
4:00 pm. To open financial bid,
separate tender will be issued
and detailed information in
this regard can be obtained
from Dy. Commissioner Excise
office in Collectorate.

Cong organises ‘mehangai choupal’ 
in street corners, markets

Raipur, Aug 22: Congress
today staged demonstra-
tion against price rise by
organising ‘mehangai
choupal’ in street corners
and markets. Congress
leaders also talked to the
common public over im-
pact of price rise. The
protest demonstration of
Congress was staged all
over the state. In Raipur
the demonstration was led
by MLA Vikas Upadhyay.
He organised ‘mehangai
choupal at Shahid Bhagat
Singh Block, Netaji
Kanhaiya Lal Banjari

Block, Sardar Vallabh
Bhai Patel Block. Local
traders and residents also
joined ‘mehangai
choupal’.

The people of the busi-
ness class coming to the
venues of ‘mehangai
choupal’ expressed anger
over imposition of tax on
pulses, rice, flour, cereals,
curd and lassi. All the
traders said that they
were not in favor of deci-
sion of the central govern-
ment to impose tax on
such items. They demand-
ed roll back of the deci-
sion in the interest of the
general public and busi-
nessmen.

MLA Vikas Upadhyay
said, for the first time
after independence prices

of milk increased by 71%,
salt by 41%, flour by 81%,
mustard by 122%, pulses
by 60-65% and vegetables
by 35%.

Vegetable prices have
gone up by 35%. Milk,
curd, sugar, salt, and even
cereals have been taxed.
Deep concern was also ex-
pressed by Vikas
Upadhyay on the continu-
ous rise in Petrol, Diesel
and LPG prices. Women of
the country are facing dif-
ficulties in running the
household, he said.

He alleged that policies
of Modi government of
BJP failed. People are fac-
ing difficulties due to im-
position of tax on food
grains, milk and other
items.

RKS invites Chief Minister to
attend Onam festival program 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2222::  A delegation of
Raipur Kerala Samajam (RKS)
led by President VG Shashi
Kumar met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his residence
office here this evening and
invited the him to attend Onam
festival program as chief guest.
RKS delegation informed that
Onam is the main festival of
Kerala. This festival is a symbol
of harvesting and prosperity,
which people of all classes cele-
brate together. This year, the
program of Onam festival is
being organised by the Raipur
Kerala Samajam  on  September
17th at Raipur. The delegation
felicitated the Chief Minister by

presenting him a shawl. The
Chief Minister thanked the
Raipur Kerala Samajam for invit-
ing him to Onam program and
conveyed his best wishes. On
this occasion, the President of
Raipur Kerala Samajam, Mr. VG
Shashi Kumar, along with
General Secretary TC Shaji,

Treasurer, Thomas Anthony,
Secretary Philip Samuel, and
Subhash S, Joint Treasurer Sunil
Pillai, Executive Committee
members - PV Sashindran, Anil
Mathew, Abraham Lukose, Biju
Varghese, Sports Convenor
Shailesh Nair  and other office-
bearers were present.

Employees entering into 
negotiation not appropriate: CM

Raipur, Aug 22: With the
working in the govern-
ment offices getting affect-
ed for the second time, CM
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state government has
made many declarations
in favour of the state gov-
ernment employees and
they are getting benefit of
the same as well. In view
of demand of the employ-
ees, 6% DA has been hiked
and declaration in this re-
gard has been made and to
which half of the oragani-
sation of the employees’

have welcomed it. But few
employee organizations
have entered into negotia-
tions and demanded more
hike, which is not appro-
priate, he added.

Speaking to media per-
sons Baghel said that in
view of the state’s fi-
nances, this decision has
been taken. In addition to
this the government em-
ployees are availing other
benefits, be it 5 days work-
ing or free of cost electrici-
ty upto 400 units or the
case of fertilizers to the
farmers or the ration card
issue or the increase in
DA or for that matter old
pension scheme and even
after this if the govern-
ment employees want to
go on strike, they are free

to and the government
will do its needful.

It is notable here that
there are about 4 lakh gov-
ernment employees who
have entered on indefinite
strike on Aug 22 and it has
once again resulted in the
working coming to a
standstill. The members
of CG Karamchari
Adhikari Federation
(CKAF) have been de-
manding hike in 34% DA
and HRA at par with cen-
tral government employ-
ees and against which
only 6% DA has been
hiked in DA in the last an-
nouncement made and to
which one of the faction
of CKAF have welcomed
and other half are dissat-
isfied.

Employees on indefinite strike
Raipur, Aug 22:
Employees in various
government depart-
ments in Chhattisgarh
have started indefinite
strike on August 22 in
support of the demand
for hike in DA and HRA.
Indravati Bhavan in
Nava Raipur and district,
tehsil and block offices in
entire state remained
closed due to strike, al-
though works were car-
ried out in Mantralaya
(Mahanadi Bhavan).
Meanwhile workers in
the state capital Raipur
gathered at dharna site
Budhapara to stage
demonstration.

State Class Three
Workers Association pa-
tron Vijay Kumar Jha,
state president Ajay
Tiwari and Nyayik
Karmachari Sangh presi-
dent Yudheshwar Singh
Thakur said that

Judicial Workers
Association and Junior
State Administration
Service Association
members too have come
forward to join the strike.

Vijay Jha, patron of
Chhattisgarh Class
Three Government
Employees Association
said that the Court
Employees Union too ex-

tended full support to the
strike. On Monday, all the
employees of the courts
joined the strike and they
will continue to partici-
pate in the strike even

further, he said.
There was an effect of

the strike on the govern-
ment school in Raipur
but the schools were not
closed completely. In
Dani Girls School, more
than half of the teaching
staff decided to join the
strike. But children came
to the school and few
teachers conducted the
classes.

On the other hand
Jakesh, leader of the
Assistant Teachers
Federation, said that the
federation asked for
adding the demand for
pay discrepancy, but the
employees’ union did not
agree. Therefore they are
going to work in their of-
fices,

According to State
President of
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Association Sanjay
Sharma only 6% of the
teachers’ cadres have
gone on strike in districts
like Balrampur,
Kabirdham, Mungeli,
Dantewada while the the
rest are working.

Service to patients is true human religion: CM

Raipur, Aug 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the three-day free
of cost health service camp
at Balbir Singh Juneja
Indoor Stadium here on
Monday and he felicitated
the doctors and volunteers
rendering services in the
camp. On this occasion he

said that the doctors and
their team providing serv-
ices in the camp  show true
human service and it was
during the tough times of
Corona pandemic, we all
came together and ren-
dered services and respon-
sibilities for life safety. In
this camp, CM felicitated
the well-known doctors
from Hyderabad and
Raipur and their team and
volunteers on the dais.

The three-day free of cost
health camp in Indoor
Stadium started from Aug
21 and in these camps, well-
known doctors from

Hyderabad and state’s well-
known hospital are render-
ing their services. So far
around 2500 patients have
drawn benefit from this
camp. In this camp more
than 26 OPDs are opera-
tional and under this treat-
ment and consultancy for
diseases like cancer, heart
diseases, Ortho, Kidney
and others is being provid-
ed along with free of cost
medicines.

On this occasion CHB
Chairman Kuldeep Juneja,
Speaker RMC Pramod
Dubey, MiC member Akash
Tiwari, Ajit Kukreja,

Sunder Jogi, Neelam Jagat,
ex-corporator Radheshyam
Vibhar and other noted citi-
zens were present.

Terming the health serv-
ice camp as service to the
humanity, CM Baghel
hailed the services being
rendered by all the doctors,
their para-medical staff
and volunteers. He said
that during corona pan-
demic, doctors and their
team provided valuable
support and played an im-
portant role in saving lives
of many.

On this occasion Mayor
Ejaz Debhar said that
through such camps they
are trying to provide free of
cost medical services to
needy, destitute and help-
less persons and this is
being followed in Raipur
city on regular basis. On
this occasion Chairman
Ramkrishna Care Dr
Sandeep Dave, Dr
Devendra Nayak, Dr Sunil
Kalda also addressed the
gathering and reiterated
their commitment for full
assistance for such pro-
grammes in the near 
future.

Admn becomes vigilant in
view of proposed CM House

gherao programme

Raipur, Aug 22: The ad-
ministration has geared up
to tackle situation to be ris-
ing out of proposed CM
House gherao programme
of BJP-BJYM on August
24. According to informa-
tion available police offi-
cers and nearly two thou-
sand jawans have been
called to the capital Raipur.
They included 4 IPS, 40
ASP, CSP, DSP and 61 TI
rank officers.

According to administra-
tive sources BJYM workers
to be heading for demon-
stration would first be in-
tercepted in their towns
and cities. Those somehow
managing to go out of their
towns and cities would not

be allowed to enter capital.
They would be stopped
through checking points in
the borders of the capital.
Intensive checking would
be held in toll plazas. Cars,
autos, taxis and buses
would also be checked.
Checking would be carried
out in private vehicles if
more than 3 persons are
found travelling. Action
would be taken after check-
ing of licence, insurance
and permit.

Moreover police would
keep tabs on hotels, mar-
riage palaces, resorts, farm
houses, dharmashalas, hos-
tels and social buildings in
the capital and nearby
areas.

‘Cargo hub to be made
in Raipur Airport’

Raipur, Aug 22: Many im-
portant decisions were
taken on the proposals
submitted online by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the 23rd
Central Zonal Council
meeting under chairman-
ship of Union Home
Minister Shah in Bhopal
on Monday. Since the

weather was bad, CM
Baghel could not take
part in the meeting in per-
son. CM in the proposal
submitted online said
that in the country’s con-
stitution, India has been
termed as Federation of
states and therefore in
this the role and rights of
the states are envisaged.
So with this level of matu-
rity, the same mentality
should prevail at the top-
most policy regulatory
standard that there
should be full confidence
on the state and based
upon local conditions,

states should be given full
rights to carry out devel-
opment likewise.

Prominent among the
proposals from
Chhattisgarh included for
discussions in the Zonal
meeting are that Raipur
Airport will now be made
as Cargo hub. Central
Government will issue
Minimum Support Price
on ‘Kodo-Kutki’. On re-
quest from Chhattisgarh
government, the vermi-
compost developed under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, will
be provided benefit in line
of Nutrition Based
Subsidy given to chemical
fertilizers.

Out of total 19 agendas
taken up in the Central
Zonal Council meeting,
highest of 8 agendas were
taken up for discussions
were that of Chhattisgarh
and 3 were from MP gov-
ernment; 1 from
Uttarakhand.

Highest of 8 out of
total 19 agendas
were of Ch’garh
taken up in the
meeting 

CM Baghel attends
free of cost health
service camp; felici-
tates doctors, vol-
unteers rendering
services

If they are willing
they can go, govt
will take its own
action

Protests price rise,
stages demonstra-
tion against centre

Announcement of
Rs 25 lakh for
‘Satnam Samajik
Bhawan’



Children celebrate Krishna Janmashtami

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Aug 22:
The children of Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School
( S A G E M S ) ,
Vishrampuri, celebrated
the festival of Krishna
Janmashtami with great
joy and gaiety in the
school premises.

On this occasion, chil-
dren participated in
many programs in a
very attractive and un-
forgettable manner, in
which competitions like
fancy dress competition,
tableaux, matki burst
etc. were organized.

A tableau was pre-

sented by the children of
the primary school which
was reminiscent of the
pastimes of Radha and
Krishna, while on the
other hand a fancy dress
competition was also or-
ganized by the little chil-
dren which was making
the audience happy.

In the end, the much
awaited program Matki
Phod competition was
also organized by the
elder children of the
school. The children in-
volved in this competition
were encouraged by the
students and the audi-
ence as well as the 
teachers.

It is remarkable that

such programs are organ-
ized in Atmanand
Vidyalaya for the develop-
ment of moral education
of children. Such pro-
grams are essential in the
all round development of
the children.

The contribution of
school management,
teachers and principal in
making this program
successful on the occa-
sion of Krishna
Janmashtami was also
commendable. The pro-
gram was concluded by
congratulating the chil-
dren on Krishna
Janmashtami by all the
teachers and the
Principal.

Children take an oath on
SadbhavanaDiwas at APS

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Aug 22: The
birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi was
celebrated as the
Sadbhavana Diwas on
Aug 20 at Allons Public
School. On this occasion,

Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal, the head boy
& the head girl lit a
lamp in front of the stat-
ue of Shri Rajiv Gandhi
and garlanded it and
paid rich tributes.

Aditi Sharma (Class
X) of the school praised
the great contribution
of Rajiv Gandhi to-
wards the  country. Riya
Tandon (Class IX),
Akshita Sonwani and
Ekansh Gupta (Class II)

paid tributes by reciting
poems.

Principal Dr. Satyajit
Hota said that if we per-
form our responsibilities
with full devotion to the
country with dedication,
then the country will de-
velop. For this, everyone
has to bring harmony.
Great personalities have

sacrificed their lives for
goodwill in our country.

The Principal advised
the students  to work for
the unity and goodwill of
the country  without dis-
crimination of casteism,
regionalism, religions
and languages. The for-
mer prime minister late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi said, "I

will try to digitalize  India
till my last breath." 

He wanted to ensure
computer facility in each
house of India. Kamaljit
Arora, Chairman,
Pushkal Arora, Director,
Sunil Sharma,
Administrator, teachers
and students were pres-
ent in the programme.

Fruit-bearing saplings
planted in ‘Krishna Kunj’

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Aug 22: It is in
order to bring the CM's an-
other important project of
'Krishna Kunj', 'Krishna
Kunj' is being developed
near the urban areas. On
occasion of Krishna
Janmashtami, variety of
saplings of many fruit
bearing and herbal impor-
tance trees like 'Peepal',
'Bargad', Neem, Anwala,
Chandan, Kadam are
being plated.

Under this Nagar
Panchayat Pendra Rakesh
Jalan planted saplingi of
'Chandan' in the premises
and extended greetings to
all on occasion of 'Krishna
Janmashtami' and said

that the massive planta-
tion done in Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi region is
the gift of our ancestors in
the forest region and it is
now responsibility of each
to continue the same tradi-
tion and plant more and
more saplings, so as to re-
store the ground-water
level.

On this occasion MLA
Marwahi KK Dhruv,
Collecotr Richan Prakash
Choudhary, corporator
Jaidutt Tiawri, Alderman
Omprakash Banka,
Alderman Madan Soni,
Sharda Charan Pasari
media in-charge, Raees
Khan, Paras Choudhary,
Ashish Keshari and other
officers and employees
were present.

Central Chronicle News

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  AAuugg  2222:: To
enhance the significance of
celebrating important days, a
function was organized to
mark the birthday of Lord
Krishna i.e. Janamashtami on
Aug18 at DAV Ispat Public
School Nandini. The occasion
was celebrated with great zeal
and pomp by the children from
Pre-Primary to II. The students
dressed up as lord Krishna and
Radha, complete with flutes,
peacock feathers and matkas.
The premise was decorated
beautifully and the spirit of

festivity was all over present in
School Premises.

The students dressed in the
attire of Lord Krishna and
Radha were looking attractive.
It was under leadership of the
class teachers that the stu-
dents performed dance and in
all the classes tableaux were
made and 'mataki' was also
broken symbolically. The stu-
dents dressed as Lord Krishna
and Radha were given a ride
on the swing. The Principal of
School Dr BP Sahu hailed the
efforts put in by the students in
their presentation along with
their parents.

Central Chronicle News

Kareli badi, Aug 20:
Various programmes
were organized by Yadav
Samaj of village Kareli
Badi on Krishna
Janmashtami. The pro-
gramme started by wor-
shiping their adorable
Lord Shri Krishna by per-
forming Aarti, after
which the women and
girls took out the 'Kalash
Yatra' and spread the mes-
sage about the festival.

A beautiful tableau of
Krishna Radha was also
taken out. After this, the
curd pot breaking ceremo-
ny took place in various
streets of the village. The
villagers on this occasion
including people from
Yadav Samaj, prayed for
happiness and prosperity
by offering prayers in the
courtyard of Lord
Krishna.

In this, the Ramayan ac-
tors informed about the

past of Lord Shri Krishna.
Lord Shri Krishna saved
the people of Gokul,
Vrindavan from many
demons. Krishna is
known by many names

and in this during the
childhood period he dis-
played cheerful and
naughty child and mainly
surrounded by his friends
and Gwal would have been

a friend of Krishna.
Krishna gave instruc-

tions to awaken the society,
Yadav society was asked to
imbibe the ideal character
of Lord Shri Krishna.
President Deepak Yadav
said that the society is pro-
gressing in every field and
he asked to work in a plat-
form for the strength of
the society.

On this occasion,
Secretary Lukesh Yadav,
Kisun Yadav, Pokhan
Yadav, Bhagwat, Janak,
Santram, Bhikhu, Manoj
Patel, Deva Yadav, Prabha,
Banshi, Devnath, Jairam,
Mohit, Santosh, Manohar,
Jitendra, Budhu,
Rankumar, Chandrahas  ,
Padum, Dilesh,
Chandrahas, Santu,
President Kumari Yadav,
Meena Yadav,
Bhuneshwari, Neetu Yadav,
Khemin, Rajo, Kumari,
Klindri, Lata, Lalita and
the friends of Yadav society
were present.

‘Tiranga Yatra’, rally
mark ‘Hamar Tiranga’

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Aug 22: Under
the 'Hamar Tiranga' pro-
gramme on occasion of
'Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav' in Bharat
Dewangan Govt HS
School, Kharora, 'Tiranga
Yatra' and a rally was
taken out and in this chief
guest was CMDC
Chairman Girish
Dewangan and as special
guest  Arvind Dewangan,
President Shala
Prabandhan and Vikas
Samiti along with Ishwari
P Dewangan, Bharat
Kumbhkar, Ashwini
Verma, Santosh Agrawal,
Kamal Verma, Ambika
Banchor, Toman Verma,
Sarpanch Kanki,
Shashank Chandrakar
were aalso present.

The students flashing
the 75 feet long national

flag in the 'Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav', took
part in the 'Tiranga Yatra'
with great enthusiasm
and fervour and singing
'Vijayi Vishwa tiranga
Pyara..'. Along with this
students were also dressed
in the attire of freedom
fighters like Mahatma
Gandhi, Chandrashekhar
Azad, Rani Laxmi Bai,
Ahilya Bai, Bharat Mata,
Chhattisgarh Mahatari,
Dr Ambedkar and others.
The programme was con-
ducted under direction of
Rajni Minj, Harish
Dewangan by Lecture
Shahina Parveen, Shweta

Sharma, Tanya
Bhattacharya in an attrac-
tive manner.

First to win award in the
list of programme includ-
ed group dance by
Shraddha and her friends
presented on 'Desh mere
deshbhakti' and the sec-
ond prize to group dance
by Vandana and her col-
leagues on 'Ai Vatan..' and
by Esha Nayak and group
on 'Ye Mera Vatan...' near
the School's gate. The third
prize winner was 'Tiranga
mere jaan' by Swania and
group and 'mera juta hein
japani..' by Bharti
Dheewar and group.

Similarly other awards for
third and four fixed place
were also awarded. Poem
by Astha Sharma on mar-
tyr Bhagat Singh en-
thralled all.

Rich tributes were of-
fered to former PM Late
Rajiv Gandhi at
Kariyadama chowk and
here all were administered
oath on Solidarity towards
nation. Here the school
students were shown the
film on Mahatma Gandih.
In this programme entire
school teaching staff, in-
cluding Principal Rajni
Minz and students in large
number were present.

More than 600 villagers
examined thru 27 camps

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Aug 22:
Adani Foundation is hold-
ing free of cost medical
camp on regular basis
around the villages near
Parsa East & Kete Basin
(PEKB) Coal Mines. In
view of social responsibili-
ties of Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL), regu-
lar health check-up camps
are being organised in total
13 villages including gram
Salhi, Parsa, Baasen and in
Gram Tara, Ghatbarra,
Janardanpur, Fatepur.

The importance of health
in life tops the list and it
contributes towards welfare
and prosperity of the peo-
ple. With this objective
Adani Foundation is organ-
ising health camps on regu-
lar basis so as to make qual-
ity health services within
reach of common men.

In these camps, a team of

well-experienced doctors of
Adani Enterprises con-
ducts testing of BP,
Diabetes of the patients
and provide medical con-
sultancy. The patients are
also distributed free of cost

medicine for the diseases
they are suffering with.

In the series of regular
health camps, a total of 27
camps have been organised
in the month of August and
in which more than 600 pa-

tients have been examined
and provided with medical
consultancy.

RRVUNL under the so-
cial responsibility is run-
ning many programmes in
the field of education,
health livelihood protec-
tion and infrastructure de-
velopment in villages.

Among all the pro-
grammes being run under
guidance of Adani
Foundation since last year,
along with medical centre
in Gram Salhi, a mobile
medical unit has also being
provided to provide med-
ical services door-to-door in
nearby villages as well.

In addition to this in the
field of quality education,
five students of Class 10th
from the sole CBSE based
Adani Vidya Mandir in
Gram Salhi, have secured
first place in the academic
year 2021-22 and brought
laurels to the village and
their parents.
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By Adani Foundation in villages near PEKB mines in Aug p At Bharat Dewangan
Govt HS School, Kharora

Yadav Samaj took out Kalash procession Students take part in
various programmes

On occasion of Krishna Janmashtami

At SAGEMS Vishrampuri

Punjab Congress leaders
visit vigilance bureau

Chandigarh, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Punjab Congress on
Monday "presented" its
leadership before the vigi-
lance bureau saying it
could detain any of them as
it was fed up of allegations
of corruption against its
leaders by the state AAP
government.

The leaders, including
Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring, accused the AAP
government of indulging
in "vendetta and witch-
hunt in Punjab" to divert at-
tention from the heat it's
facing from probe agencies
in Delhi.

"While in Delhi they
were crying persecution
and victimhood, in Punjab
they are resorting to a
worse type of vendetta
against their political oppo-
nents," Warring said.

The Punjab Congress
handed over a memoran-
dum at the VB office in
Mohali, addressed to the
State Vigilance Bureau
Director, and left from out-

side the building as the con-
tingent was not allowed in.
Apart from Warring, for-
mer ministers Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, Tript
Rajinder Singh Bajwa,
Rana Gurjeet Singh, and
Bharat Bhushan Ashu
were among those present
at the VB office. Warring al-
leged that cases are being
registered against them on
flimsy grounds, and with-
out due procedure. "We are
not saying that we are here
to defend if anyone has
done any wrong, but this
vilification must stop," said
Warring. The memoran-
dum read, We the Congress
leaders from Punjab, who
include sitting and former
MLAs and former minis-
ters have come here today
to present ourselves before
you as your department
has launched a slanderous
and malicious campaign
against several of us with-
out any reason and just to
please your political bosses.
"Every day there are re-
ports circulated by the de-
partment levelling baseless

charges against former
ministers accusing them of
corruption to the tune of
thousands of crores of ru-
pees without the amount
being accounted for.

"The way figures are
magnified, dramatised and
sensationalised, it is clear
that there is deliberate de-
sign behind it to create a
false perception among the
public against the party
leaders.

"The vigilance is being
used by the government to
cover up its failures in ful-
filling the promises it had
made as also to divert the
attention from the corrup-
tion scandals that are tum-
bling down their cupboard
in Delhi," read the memo-
randum.

"All of us have come here
to present ourselves before
the department so that you
can detain anyone of us, or
all of us, whomsoever you
have any complaints
against, rather about
whom you have the direc-
tions from the powers that
be, to fix," it read.

Jammu, Aug 22 (PTI): 

The BJP in Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday
slammed the NC, PDP and
others for raking up the
issue of inclusion of non-
local voters in the revised
electoral rolls in the
Union Territory and al-
leged they were spreading
propaganda to disturb the
peace.

Addressing a press con-
ference, its J-K unit presi-
dent Ravinder Raina said
there was no issue of "lo-
cals or non-locals" as the
Constitution gives the
right to every citizen to
vote after attaining the
age of 18.

The Representative of
the People Act was imple-
mented across the coun-
try in 1950 and was ex-
tended to J-K after the ab-
rogation of Article 370 (in

August 2019). The re-
vision of electoral
rolls is taking place
in accordance with
the Act, the BJP
leader said.

He was speaking
after chairing a
meeting of senior
BJP leaders at party
headquarters here
to chalk out a count-
er-strategy in the
wake of the meeting
convened by NC
president Farooq
Abdullah in
Srinagar, where
nine parties vowed
to oppose by all
means, including in
court, any decision
to include "non-lo-
cals" in electoral rolls.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the NC, Congress,
PDP, Awami National
Conference (ANC), Shiv

Sena, CPI, CPI(M), JDU
and the Akali Dal Mann.
However, Sajad Lone-led
People's Conference and
Altaf Bukhar's Apni Party

stayed away.
Raina said Congress

president Sonia Gandhi is
also answerable to the
country after her party

leaders took part in
the meeting as the
Act was implement-
ed by the Congress
in 1950.

There is no justifi-
cation for their mis-
leading propaganda.
When PDP founder
Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed can fight and
win elections from
Uttar Pradesh and
Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad
is elected from
Maharashtra, there
was no uproar at
that time.

"How can they op-
pose those who are
living here for
decades and were de-

prived of their rights dur-
ing their rule over the
past 70 years? he said,
adding the BJP will
launch an awareness cam-

paign on the issue.
Sayeed, who is the fa-

ther of PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti, had won
from Muzaffarnagar Lok
Sabha seat in UP in 1989.
Azad became a member of
Rajya Sabha from
Maharashtra in 1984.

Raina said Congress
president Sonia Gandhi is
also answerable to the
country after her party
leaders took part in the
meeting as the Act was
implemented by Congress
in 1950.

On allegations that it
was an attempt by the BJP
to increase its voters,
Raina said his party does
not need bogus voters as
we will achieve our goal of
50 plus (assembly seats)
with the support of J&K
residents who are satis-
fied with the functioning
of the party.

Guwahati, Aug 22 (PTI): 

A state-of-the-art
audio-visual hub at the
Assam government
owned-Jyoti Chitraban
Film Studio here, which
will serve producers of
entire North East region,
was inaugurated by
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday.

The studio has been
equipped with the latest
technology to meet the
demands of filmmakers
and enable them to do
post-production work for
their films.

Happy to dedicate to
the public a state-of-the-
art audio visual hub at
Jyoti Chitraban Film
Studio. It will enable pro-
ducers across Assam &
other NE states to do all
post-production activi-
ties of their films with-
out going outside the re-
gion, Sarma Tweeted
after the inauguration.

He said filmmakers
can add the latest audio-
visual effects to their
films at subsidised rates
at the hub.

It was gratifying for
me as I had planned this

project during my
tenure as Finance
Minister of Assam.
We're also planning to
build a 1,500 capacity au-
ditorium at Jyoti
Chitraban, the chief
minister added.

State Cultural Affairs
Minister Bimal Borah
also expressed satisfac-
tion at the inauguration
of the audio visual hub.

Theatres and movies
are the two most signifi-
cant avenues through
which Assam's rich cul-
tural legacy is portrayed.
Extremely pleased to

participate in the inau-
gural ceremony of the
Audio Visual Hub with
HCM Dr @hi-
mantabiswa dangoriya
at the Jyoti Chitrabon,
Borah wrote on the
micro-blogging site.

Highlighting the role
of Jyoti Chitraban in the
cultural arena of the
state, he added, Under
the aegis of GoA, it has
become well equipped
with cutting-edge tech-
nology in order to keep
up with changing times
and to meet the growing
demand of filmmakers.

Mumbai, Aug 22 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra
Crime Investigation
Department has handed
over documents pertain-
ing to the murder of ac-
tivist Govind Pansare to
the Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad for fur-
ther probe into the case,
an ATS official said on
Monday.

The Bombay High
Court had earlier this
month transferred the in-
vestigation into the case to
the ATS. Pansare was shot

at on February 16, 2015 in
Kolhapur and succumbed
to his injuries a few days
later on February 20. A
special investigation team
(SIT) of the CID was earli-
er conducting a probe into
it. The CID had also ar-
rested a few people.

The activist's family
members had last month
filed an application in the
high court seeking for the
probe to be transferred to
the ATS, claiming that the
SIT has not been able to
make a breakthrough in
the case yet.

The SIT has now hand-
ed over to the ATS docu-
ments of the investigation
into the case so far, the of-
ficial said. Accordingly,
the ATS Pune unit has ini-
tiated a probe into the
case, he said. A superin-
tendent of police-level of-
ficial will be the chief in-
vestigating officer, he
added.

The SIT was constituted
in 2015 following a high
court order passed on a
plea filed by the activist's
family members seeking
such a special team.

Bihar Speaker
should resign: RJD
Patna, Aug 22 (PTI): 

RJD on Monday de-
manded that Bihar
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Sinha, a BJP leader, resign
forthwith in view of the no
confidence motion moved
against him by the
'Mahagathbandhan' earli-
er this month. RJD state
spokesman Shakti Singh
Yadav said in a statement
that as per the Vidhan
Sabha rules Sinha cannot
preside over the special
session convened on
August 24 when the new
government is also sched-
uled to prove its majority
on the floor.

Vijay Kumar Sinha
should make an hon-
ourable exit and step
down. We wonder what he
is trying to prove by stick-
ing around. He cannot sit
in the Chair when the
House meets. As per rules,

the business will have to be
conducted by the deputy
speaker till a new Speaker
is elected , said Yadav, who
is also a former MLA.
More than 40 MLAs of the
s e v e n - p a r t y
' M a h a g a t h b a n d h a n ' ,
which now also includes
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's JD(U), had sub-
mitted a no confidence mo-
tion against Sinha on
August 11 soon after the
BJP stood stripped of
power with the swearing
in of a new government.

According to the rules, a
no confidence motion
against the Speaker can be
taken up in the House two
weeks after its submission.
The 'Mahagathbandhan'
comprises more than 160
MLAs in the 243-strong
Assembly, where a simple
majority is required for a
no confidence motion
against the Speaker.

CBI raids rice mill owned’ by 
close relative of Anubrata

Bolpur (WB), Aug 22 (PTI): 

The CBI on Monday
raided a rice mill
here in Birbhum dis-
trict allegedly
owned by a close rel-
ative of TMC leader
Anubrata Mondal,
who is in the central
agency's custody in

connection with a cattle
smuggling case, a senior
official said.

Sleuths of the CBI
along with officials of the
Food Corporation of
India (FCI) raided the rice
mill in Badhagora area,
allegedly belonging to
Mondal's nephew, who is
also a local Trinamool
Congress leader,
they said.

"Though the rice mill is

defunct, we believe links
with it and the cattle
scam can be found during
the investigation
process," the CBI official
told PTI over phone.
There are at least 10-11
rice mills, allegedly
owned by Mondal, which
are under the CBI scan-
ner as part of its probe, he
said.

The agency had on
Saturday conducted a
raid at another rice mill
here in connection with
the alleged cattle smug-
gling scam. During the
raid, the CBI sleuths
found several high-end
vehicles parked inside the
premises of the mill.
Mondal was arrested by
the CBI on August 11 from
his residence at Bolpur.
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MLA rues
Aurangabad: Rebel
Shiv Sena MLA
Sanjay Shirsat rued
the alleged lack of re-
spect for seniority in
politics after a BJP
MLA with whose fa-
ther he claimed he
had worked earlier
was made cabinet
minister in the
Eknath Shinde gov-
ernment in
Maharashtra.
Speaking at a public
function connected to
road works here on
Sunday, Shirsat, who
had joined the Shinde
camp in the early days
of the Sena rebellion
in June, sounded dis-
gruntled at not being
made a minister.

Sexual abuse
Shahjahanpur (UP):
A man was arrested
for allegedly sexually
abusing a 30-year-old
woman and holding
her captive, police
said on Monday.
Additional  uperinten-
dent of Police (city)
Sanjay Kumar told
PTI the accused
Imran, who lives in
the city, used to work
in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar district. He
had an affair with a
30-year-old woman. It
is alleged that he es-
tablished physical re-
lations with her after
obtaining her consent
by giving a false prom-
ise of marriage, he
said, adding that the
accused then took the
woman to Delhi where
his friend raped her.

Speeding car
Jammu: A speeding
car barged into a rail-
way station premises
here Monday, fatally
hitting a seven-year-
old girl and causing
injuries to six other
persons, before it
rammed into an auto-
rickshaw and halted,
officials said. The
girl, Anamika, from
Delhi succumbed to
her injuries in a hos-
pital, they said. Of
the six injured, two
are in critical condi-
tion. The injured
were identified as
Urmila Devi (65),
Bhupinder Singh
(40), IT Inspector
Ravinder Yadav (33),
Aditya Kumar (12),
Lalita Devi (64) and
Devan Sahu (29).

Three killed
Khunti: Three per-
sons including a fa-
ther and his son were
killed allegedly by a
relative in
Jharkhand's Khunti
district, police said
on Monday. The inci-
dent took place at
Chandidih village
under Khunti police
station area on
Sunday night. The
accused has been
identified as Hemant
Purty, a resident of
Gajgaon in Murhu
police station area,
the police said.
Khunti police station
in-charge Kameswar
Kumar said, The ac-
cused has been ar-
rested.

Minor  raped
Gurugram: A 23-
year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly
molesting and having
oral sex with a four-
year-old girl luring
her with toffees, po-
lice here said on
Monday. The accused
was produced in a city
court Monday and
was sent to judicial
custody, said police.

A partially submerged
temple in floodwater
along the Narmada river,
swollen due to incessant
monsoon rainfall, in
Jabalpur, Monday.
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Maha CID hands over 
documents to ATS for probe into

murder of Govind Pansare

Himanta inaugurates new 
audio-visual hub at Jyoti Chitraban

BJP slams parties raising issue of ‘non-local’ voters 
Maha contemplating

setting up medical
service commission:

Minister
MMuummbbaaii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII)):: The
state government is contem-
plating to set up the
Maharashtra Medical Service
Commission to fill vacancies
in government medical col-
leges, Medical Education
minister Girish Mahajan said
on Monday. The minister,
who was responding to a
question in the Maharashtra
Legislative Council, said the
state has 22 government
medical colleges. Of the 490
sanctioned posts of profes-
sors, 322 have been filled,
while 920 of the 1,126 sanc-
tioned posts for associate
professors have been filled,
he said, adding that the state
has 1,765 assistant professors
and 941 are vacant. "We are
contemplating establishing a
Maharashtra Medical Service
Commission to fill vacant
posts," Mahajan said in the
Legislative Council.

97-yr-old man moves HC challenging
provisions of senior citizen Act

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI):

A ninety-seven-year-
old man has ap-
proached the Delhi
High Court challenging
certain provisions of
the law that gives bene-
fit to the aged persons
to get declared as void
the property trans-
ferred to their children
in case they are not
taken care of.

The petition has chal-
lenged the provisions of
the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act,
2007 under which a sen-
ior citizen, who after
the commencement of
the law, has transferred
his property to another
person, subject to the
condition that the
transferee will take
care of the basic ameni-
ties and basic physical
needs of the transferor.

However, the benefit
is not provided to those

who have transferred
their properties prior to
the Act. As per the pro-
vision, if the transferee
fails to do so, the trans-
fer of property shall be
deemed to have been
made by fraud or coer-
cion or under undue in-
fluence and the tribunal
may declare it void at
the option of the trans-
feror.

The nonagenarian pe-
titioner said the obliga-
tion on the persons in-
heriting the property of
their aged relatives to
maintain them is con-
fined only in respect of
transfers effected after
the commencement of
the Act and thus affords
the benefit to the senior
citizens who transfer
the property after the
commencement of the
Act.

However, similarly
situated senior citizens
who had effected the
transfer of their proper-

ty to their wards, with
identical conditions of
maintenance, prior to
the Act, and have been
deserted by the trans-
ferees, are denied this
valuable benefit of hav-
ing the transfer de-
clared as void, it said.

A bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad
issued notice and
sought a response of
the Centre on the peti-
tion. The court listed
the matter for further
hearing on December
13.

The petition, filed
through advocates
Sudarshan Ranjan and
Mahesh Kumar, said
two of the petitioner's
sons fraudulently got
gift deeds signed by him
in respect of certain
portions of his proper-
ty here in May 2007 and
now even the rent from
those portions has been

taken away by the sons.
It said after the execu-

tion of the gift deed, the
Central government no-
tified the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens
Act, 2007 and it came
into force in September
2008.

Had the Act been no-
tified and brought into
force slightly earlier,
the petitioner too would
have been covered
under the Act, it said.

The man claimed that
his sons did not take
care of or maintain
him and instead they
started enjoying the gift
fraudulently obtained
by him by giving the
property on rent and
earning huge money
every month.

The petition has chal-
lenged Section 23 of the
Act, which relates to
the transfer of property
to be void in certain cir-
cumstances.

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) officers during a raid at Shiva Shambhu rice mill, al-
legedly belonging to arrested TMC leader Anubrata Mondal, in Birbhum district, Monday.

National Conference President Farooq Abdullah with PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti addresses the media after an all-party meeting, in
Srinagar, Monday.
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T
he Arms Trade Treaty can
work best where it sidesteps

the great powers' strategic interests.
The effectiveness of the United
Nations Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) has
been under fire. Designed to regulate
international trade in conventional
arms, lack of support by some of the
world's great powers has reduced its
reach. But it is important to have real-
istic expectations. It is too much to ex-
pect that the ATT, or any other interna-
tional treaty, can force major powers
to resist actions that they judge to be
against their strategic interests.
Setting international principles and
standards and enabling coalitions of
willing governments, civil society
groups and international organisations
to co-operate on implementing control
even without the co-operation of some
sceptical' states remains an important
aspect of the treaty, and one worth
emphasising.

In much of the world, arms trans-
fers are badly regulated leading to
destabilising or abusive arms flows
and misuse that are not in any nation's
real interests. ATT membership com-
mits member countries to ensure good
standards in the criteria and proce-
dures they use when deciding whether
to authorise an arms import or export
or transit or transportation of an arms
shipment through their jurisdiction.
Each government retains its independ-
ent decision-making authority in al-
most all cases, deciding whether the
arms transfer is in line with interna-
tional criteria. The ATT does prohibit

arms transfers that would break UN
Security Council embargoes or other
relevant international obligations, or if
the government has knowledge at the
time of authorisation that the items
would be used to commit genocide,
crimes against humanity or war
crimes. 

Only some of the problems the ATT
aims to address arise from deliberate
strategic decisions by major powers to
authorise arms shipments. Many of
the dangerous and destabilising arms
flows arise because of inadequacies in
national regulations, control and en-
forcement systems, or lack of national
capacity to monitor and assess risks.
Often, the problems arise because cor-
rupt or irresponsible state officials are
able to exploit these weaknesses to
authorise arms transfers for their own
interests without adequate accounta-
bility. Where the ATT has had some
success is in establishing good stan-
dards for national control systems and
has mobilised substantial international
programmes to assist countries to
achieve them. The ATT can provide the
necessary standards and assistance to
help with national reforms directly
through official assistance pro-
grammes but also indirectly as a refer-
ence point for national campaigners.
These types of influencing mecha-
nisms are unlikely to lead to improved
arms transfer controls in authoritarian
states if their elites resist. But they can
be important in countries that are un-
dergoing wider political reforms.

This includes many countries in
Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere.
ATT norms and assistance pro-
grammes have become influential and
prominent in several regions; including
West and East Africa; Latin America;
and Oceania. One of the biggest inter-
national challenges involving the ATT
is to prevent and reduce the diversion
of arms transfers to unauthorised des-
tinations or end-users. In practice, this
is the biggest source of arms flowing to
areas of civil war, social violence or
terrorism. Licensed arms exports may
be diverted during international tran-

sit. Alternatively, the arms arrive at
their authorised destination but are
then re-exported or allowed to fall into
the wrong hands. There are many ways
to reduce risks of diversion including
denying licences for exports that are at
risk of diversion, post-delivery checks,
and restrictions on re-export. The ATT
includes clear legal obligations to pre-
vent and combat diversion, and in
practice has become the main global
framework for developing internation-
al good practices and co-operation to
address it. Although European Union
and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
states have closer and more trusted
mechanisms for sharing sensitive in-
formation between themselves on this
matter, ATT working groups enable
discussions and cooperation with other
countries and regions.

This is probably the most dynamic
aspect of ATT activity currently. Even if
there are some states that cynically
neglect or exploit diversion activities in
practice, they can scarcely object to
the majority of ATT members co-oper-
ating to tackle the problem. As of now,
some 111 countries have ratified the
Arms Trade Treaty with another 30
countries having signed but not ratified
leaving 54 states entirely outside the
treaty. There is a well-established ATT
secretariat, a suite of ATT expert work-
ing groups and regular meetings of the
countries. The UN Arms Trade Treaty
has been signed and ratified by 111
countries. Thus the ATT is fully opera-
tional. West European countries, Japan,
and key members of the African Union
and Organisation of American States,
prominently support the ATT. But
Russia, India, Saudi Arabia and several
other major arms exporting and im-
porting states have not even signed the
ATT. The United States has signed, but
strong Republican Party opposition
means that it is unlikely America will
ratify it in the foreseeable future.

Interestingly, shortly after former
president Donald Trump declared his
opposition to the ATT in 2019, China
proceeded to ratify the treaty. This in-
dicates that China decided it can live

with the ATT's legal obligations while
taking a diplomatic opportunity to
demonstrate its multilateral creden-
tials in contrast to the US. China and
the US both believe that their existing
national arms transfer control systems
meet ATT standards and principles.
Their contributions to the effective-
ness of the ATT depend less on their
ratification status and more on their
willingness to share relevant informa-
tion, assess and reduce risks of poten-
tial arms transfers, and co-operate
with wider ATT implementation ef-
forts. The Biden Administration has at
least resumed co-operation with the
ATT. Hopefully, China's membership
will enable further development of
working-level co-operation with
Chinese officials. India argues that the
ATT does not sufficiently reflect
states' rights to import arms for their
national security. Russia on the other
hand makes it clear that it will contin-
ue actively to use arms exports as an
instrument to promote its internation-
al interests, and does not see the
point' of signing up to the ATT and its
norms on arms transfers. Similarly,
Iran and Saudi Arabia appear to have
little interest in supporting the ATT.

It seems clear that it will be a strug-
gle to change the policies of several of
the great powers; particularly on arms
transfers to sub-regions where there is
hot geostrategic competition such as
the Middle East. But it's not all about
ratifying the ATT. The principles and
norms embedded in the treaty can still
act to draw nations away from allow-
ing illicit trades. The case studies of
good standards for national control
systems, and frameworks for interna-
tional collaboration on the issue re-
main useful in establishing a wider
narrative that diversion and unre-
strained trade are not tolerated by the
international community. The treaty
sets a standard. From there, it depends
on the extent to which countries and
civil society groups are willing and
able to improve their regulation of all
aspects of arms transfers; and to co-
operate to tackle problems. 
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Badru Banerjee
deserves more

Former India football team
captain Samar 'Badru' Banerjee,
who led the country to a historic
fourth-place finish in the 1956
Melbourne Olympics is no
more.We should have football
stadium or football league
named after him.That's the only
gratitude we can pay for him.The
reason is Indian football teams
have participated in three
Olympics so far and till date, the
Badru Banerjee-led 1956 side re-
mains the best, when it finished
fourth after losing to Bulgaria 0-3
in the bronze medal playoff, in
what was known as the 'golden
era' of football in the country. No
football lover of the nation can-
not forget the famous victory by
4-2 against Aussies in that
Olympics.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Tributes to Badru
Samar Banerjee (92), the peo-

ples favourite â€˜Badruâ€™, the
former India football captain,
died at a city hospital after a pro-
longed illness suffering from
Alzheimer's, Azotemia and high-
blood pressure-related ailments.
After his death Tulsidas Balaram
is the only player living from that
squad. Mohun Bagan Ratna and
the West Bengal Government
awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award in sports,
Badru Banerjeeâ€™s contribu-
tion to Indian football will never
be forgotten. Incidentally, the
Indian football teams have par-
ticipated in three Olympics so far
and to date, the performance by
the Badru Banerjee-led 1956 side
remains the best, when it fin-
ished fourth after losing to
Bulgaria 0-3 in the bronze medal
playoff, in what was known as
the 'golden era' of football in the
country. Banerjee played for
Mohun Bagan from 1952 to 1960.
In 1958, he was made Mohun
Bagan captain which ironically
coincided with the club's down-
ward spiral, having finished run-
ners-up in the Calcutta Football
League (CFL), IFA Shield and the
Rovers Cup. Football lovers may
not be aware that Banerjee was
brilliant in his studies and got en-
rolled as a student of medicine in
R G Kar medical college in the
city. But he did not obtain the
medical degree as he opted to
give it up after three years of
study in preference to his first
love, football. Badru Banerjee,
stayed with the Mohun Bagan
Club for eight long seasons be-
fore hanging his boots at the age
of 30, he later took up coaching
and went on to manage the
Bengal football team, which won
the national championship for
Santosh Trophy in 1961. After his
coaching stint, he went on to be-
come a selector and remained
associated with the Indian
Football Association for a consid-
erable period. Then at the age of
9 years I still remember his only
goal by a bullet like shot in the
1954 IFA shield final against
Hyderabad Police to beat goal-
keeper Nabi, and by this victory
Mohun Bagan secured another
first, a double with the CFL and
IFA Shield titles. In Indian foot-
ball, Badru Banerjee's   contribu-
tion will always remain with its
development, and will never be
forgotten. My condolences to his
family. May his soul rest in
peace. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam near the Chilla border amid tight security arrangements at Delhi borders in view of farmers
call to stage a protest at the Jantar Mantar, in Noida, Monday, Aug. 22.

United Nations arms treaty an 
example, not an answer

TRAFFIC JAM

Jeffrey Cooke

W e often think of astrono-
my as a visual science

with beautiful images of the uni-
verse. However, astronomers
use a wide range of analysis
tools beyond images to under-
stand nature at a deeper level.
Data sonification is the process
of converting data into sound. It
has powerful applications in re-
search, education and outreach,
and also enables blind and visu-
ally impaired communities to un-
derstand plots, images and other
data. Its use as a tool in science
is still in its early stages but as-
tronomy groups are leading the
way.  In a paper published in
Nature Astronomy, my col-
leagues and I discuss the current
state of data sonification in as-
tronomy and other fields, pro-
vide an overview of 100 sound-
based projects and explore its fu-
ture directions.

TThhee  ccoocckkttaaiill  ppaarrttyy  eeffffeecctt
Imagine this scene: you're at a

crowded party that's quite noisy.
You don't know anyone and

they're all speaking a language
you can't understand not good.
Then you hear bits of a conversa-
tion in a far corner in your lan-
guage. You focus on it and head
over to introduce yourself. While
you may have never experienced
such a party, the thought of
hearing a recognisable voice or
language in a noisy room is fa-
miliar. The ability of the human
ear and brain to filter out unde-
sired sounds and retrieve desired
sounds is called the cocktail
party effect .

Similarly, science is always
pushing the boundaries of what
can be detected, which often re-
quires extracting very faint sig-
nals from noisy data. In astrono-
my we often push to find the
faintest, farthest or most fleeting
of signals. Data sonification helps
us to push these boundaries fur-
ther. The video below provides
examples of how sonification can
help researchers discern faint
signals in data. It features the
sonification of nine bursts from a
repeating fast radio burst called
FRB121102. Fast radio bursts are

millisecond bursts of radio emis-
sion that can be detected
halfway across the universe. We
don't yet know what causes
them. Detecting them in other
wavelengths is the key to under-
standing their nature.

TToooo  mmuucchh  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  tthhiinngg
When we explore the universe

with telescopes, we find it's full
of cataclysmic explosions includ-
ing the supernova deaths of
stars, mergers of black holes and
neutron stars that create gravita-
tional waves, and fast radio
bursts. These events allow us to
understand extreme physics at
the highest-known energies and
densities. They help us to meas-
ure the expansion rate of the uni-
verse and how much matter it
contains, and to determine
where and how the elements
were created, among other
things. Upcoming facilities such
as the Rubin Observatory and
the Square Kilometre Array will
detect tens of millions of these
events each night. We employ
computers and artificial intelli-
gence to deal with these massive

numbers of detections.
However, the majority of

these events are faint bursts,
and computers are only so good
at finding them. A computer can
pick out a faint burst if it's given
a template of the desired signal.
But if signals depart from this ex-
pected behaviour, they become
lost. And it's often these very
events that are the most inter-
esting and yield the biggest in-
sight into the nature of the uni-
verse. Using data sonification to
verify these signals and identify
outliers can be powerful.

MMoorree  tthhaann  mmeeeettss  tthhee  eeyyee
Data sonification is useful for

interpreting science because hu-
mans interpret audio informa-
tion faster than visual informa-
tion. Also, the ear can discern
more pitch levels than the eye
can discern levels of colour (and
over a wider range). Another di-
rection we're exploring for data
sonification is multi-dimensional
data analysis which involves un-
derstanding the relationships be-
tween many different features or
properties in sound. Plotting

data in ten or more dimensions
simultaneously is too complex,
and interpreting it is too confus-
ing. However, the same data can
be comprehended much more
easily through sonification.

As it turns out, the human ear
can tell the difference between
the sound of a trumpet and flute
immediately, even if they play
the same note (frequency) at the
same loudness and duration.
Why? Because each sound in-
cludes higher-order harmonics
that help determine the sound
quality, or timbre. The different
strengths of the higher-order
harmonics enable the listener to
quickly identify the instrument.
Now imagine placing informa-
tion different properties of data
as different strengths of higher-
order harmonics. Each object
studied would have a unique
tone, or belong to a class of
tones, depending on its overall
properties. With a bit of training,
a person could almost instantly
hear and recognise all of the ob-
ject's properties, or its classifica-
tion, from a single tone.
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editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

OWEN GREENE

T he institutionalisation of engagement with the littoral and island
nations, particularly the Maldives in the western Indian Ocean

posits and reinforces India's "Neighbourhood First Policy" amid the
changing waves and wavering diplomatic compasses in this eponymous
ocean that surrounds our country from all the three sides. Eponymous as
it may be, it has been a norm and culture throughout history that several
players apart from India have been trading, visiting, and exploring the
depths of traditions, spices, empires, and precious minerals in the Indian
Ocean over several centuries now. There was no concept of hegemony on
waters until the advent of the Europeans which heralded the age of colo-
nialism and exploitation. The need for naval supremacy might be have
highlighted as early as 400 BC by an Athenian politician, Themistocles but
it was the Europeans who decisively proved the gravity of naval prowess
in controlling far-flung regions of the world, as rightly put together by
American historian, Alfred T Mahan in 1890 in his "In The Influence of Sea
Power upon History". He had concluded that supremacy at sea was es-
sential for a nation's political and commercial success and it was consid-
ered to be one of the prime reasons for Britain's victory against many of
its able contenders/neighbours. Approximately, 95 per cent of India's
trade by volume (70 per cent in terms of value) is moved by sea and in
such a backdrop when China seemingly closes in on India with its "String
of Pearls" to choke on its very lifeline from all the sides, untangling the
precious pearls from its various intertwined strings becomes a necessity
to protect India's sovereignty, integrity, and friendly relations with other
countries. As a result, Maldives becomes an imperative player and stake-
holder to protect and uphold the spirit of free, open, and fair competition
and participation in the Indian Ocean, as rightly envisaged in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea adopted in 1982 because its sea
lines of communication are critical for seamless maritime trade flow be-
tween the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Hormuz in West Asia and the Strait of
Malacca in Southeast Asia. A tiny island nation that is akin to a dot on the
world map, Maldives has a population of about 500,000 people who are
dependent on imports of essential commodities from its neighbours.
Circa 2005 ushered in the era of democracy in this small island nation and
ever since pro-China and pro-India chess pieces with their cautionary
moves have been laid out. The Maldives has been caught in the active and
passive geopolitical muddle between the two Asian giants competing for
a diplomatic edge through infrastructure projects, lines of credit and mil-
lion-dollar investments in this tiny country. The visit of the current
Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to New Delhi ever since
India got its first tribal and second woman President paints a silver lining
on the canvas reflecting the relationship between the two nations yet it is
only a matter of sapience to not view this silver lining without the pres-
ence of the ominously grey clouds. 

Mr Solih's "India First" campaign spearheaded by his party, Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) delivered the much-needed impetus between
Male and New Delhi's camaraderie in terms of capacity building, cyber se-
curity, housing, disaster management and infrastructure development in
the Maldives in the light of the current agreements signed. The two na-
tions also signed a bilateral cyber security agreement where both sides as-
serted their bilateral will to strengthen ties to take on "transnational
crimes and terrorism" in the Indian Ocean region to increase maritime in-
teroperability that underscores shared security objectives along with the
development of the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) that would
include a 6.74-km bridge and the causeway linking capital Male with the
neighbouring islands. Mr Solih referred to India as the "highest priority" of
the Maldives and said, "Maldives-India relation, goes beyond diplomacy."
As our Prime Minister has already reiterated the Indian insight and per-
ception of the country's close connection with the Maldives saying that
the India-Maldives partnership was not only working in the interest of citi-
zens of both countries, but it was also becoming a source of peace and sta-
bility for the entire region. He stressed the close ties and strategic liaison
between the nations in its political past, thereby acting as the first respon-
ders in any emergencies or crisis in the Maldives and it aptly grasps the
Prime Minister's foresighted vision of Security and Growth for All in the
Region (SAGAR) initiative. The island nation was also one of the first bene-
ficiaries of India's Vaccine Maitri initiative as a part of Covid-19 assistance
and vaccine delivery by India among all its neighbouring countries. This in-
deed illustrates that India is one of Maldives' old and all-weather friends.
Despite the trend of international and domestic faucets dumping in their
debris of past, present and future in the partnership between two coun-
tries that gushes out the progress made over years, it is worth noting that
India shares multiple international platforms with Maldives like Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA), The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), Colombo Security Conclave and One Sun, One
World, One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative where strategic dialogues, econom-
ic, political, environmental, energy security and diplomatic engagement
with each other require to be the steadfast and consistent norm for priori-
tizing the region's overall peace and prosperity as the Indian Ocean is a
beacon of possibilities. If our true potentials need to be realized, coherent
conflation in such areas and not conflagration with the Maldives and other
island nations should be our go-to raison d'Ãªtre to weather the complex
conundrums of geopolitics and climate change in the Indian Ocean.

Neighbourhood First Policy

A brief respite in retail inflation registered for July may not be of
much assurance about price stability as another GST readjustment

is threatening to push up prices of items of mass consumption. Retail in-
flation was steady in June, although well above the Reserve Bank of
India's tolerance limit forover sixth months.  Inflation as measured by
the consumer price index (CPI) was reported steady at an annual 7.03
percent in June, down by 0.1 percent from the previous month. The im-
provement, though marginal, was attributed to lower fuel and cooking
gas prices, which offset higher services and food costs. The Reserve
Bank has also been raising interest rates as part of  its inflation manage-
ment strategy. But governor Shaktikanta Das has warned that inflationis
unlikely to be brought within the mandated target, until at least the end
of  the year. It is against this setting that there is a move for further
readjustment of the GST rates, which would warrant prices of items of
daily use to go up further. It has now been revealed that the GST council
may withdraw some more exemptions and raise the tax rates further to
correct the remaining instances of inverted duty. An inverted rate struc-
ture is a case where GST rates on inputs materials are higher than out-
ward supplies. By way of example, automobiles, electronic items, urea
and other fertiliser inputs segments have duty inversion. The decision by
the GST council at its previous meeting had accepted a ministerial com-
mittee report on the correction of inverted duty and exemptions. As a
result, pre-packaged and pre-labelled retail packs, including curd, lassi
and butter milk, have since been brought under GST. The panel is cur-
rently further studying tax issues relating to casinos, online gaming and
horse racing, the conclusions of which are keenly watched due to the
high interest into these activities.  The earlier proposal was to levy a 28
per cent tax on these activities, but the issue is being reviewed lock,
stockand barrel.The decision to enforce a 5 percent GST levy on pe-
packaged   and   labelled   food   items   has   been controversial right
from the moment the new measure was announced. It also caused a lot
of confusion overthe tax liability on loose items sold by retail shops, par-
ticularly food items.  With the difference between branded  and  un-
branded  products  having  been eliminated  for  GST  purposes,  it  creat-
ed  utter confusion among customers as well as merchants. Under GST,
a four-tier structure exempts or imposes a low rate of tax 5 per cent on
essential items and levies the top rate of 28 per cent on cars and demerit
goods. The other slabs of tax are 12 and 18 percent.

Risk of runaway inflation as
more items set to lose exemption

Scientists are turning data into sound to listen to whispers of the universe 
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BRIEF

Re-appointment 
New Delhi:
Shareholders of
One97
Communications,
which operates under
the Paytm brand, have
approved the re-ap-
pointment of Vijay
Shekhar Sharma as
managing director
and chief executive of-
ficer of the company,
according to the scru-
tinizer report filed by
the firm on Sunday.
Investors advisory
firm IiAS had recom-
mended against the
reappointment of
Sharma and several
other resolutions that
were part of the agen-
da of the 22nd Annual
General Meeting held.
IiAS had said Sharma
made several commit-
ments in the past to
make the company
profitable, however,
these have not played
out.

Imports cut 
New Delhi:
Increasing domestic
production in sectors
such as chemicals, au-
tomotive components,
drug formulations
and consumer elec-
tronics will help in re-
ducing imports worth
about USD 35 billion
from China in the
coming times, accord-
ing to a report.
Industry chamber
PHDCCI said that in
recent years, imports
from China have in-
creased significantly
and it was about USD
87 billion in 2021.
India has significant
scope for producing
more import substitu-
tion in the sectors, in-
cluding chemicals, bi-
cycle parts, handi-
crafts, cosmetics and
leather-based goods,
PHDCCI president
Pradeep Multani said
in a statement.

Freebies 

New Delhi: Freebies
are never ‘free’ and
when political parties
offer such schemes,
they must be required
to make the financing
and trade-offs clear to
voters, RBI Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC) Member
Ashima Goyal said on
Sunday, adding this
would reduce the
temptation towards
“competitive pop-
ulism”.

Appointment
New Delhi: State-
owned Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) on Monday
announced the appoint-
ment of Sukhmal Jain
as its director for mar-
keting. Prior to his ele-
vation to the board, he
was the Executive
Director Incharge
(Marketing Corporate)
in the Corporate Office
and before that the head
of Gas Business Unit,
the firm said in a state-
ment. A Mechanical
Engineering graduate
from the Delhi College
of Engineering and
MBA from SP Jain
Institute of
Management &
Research, Jain has held
several leadership posi-
tions in retail, LPG and
gas verticals in his 35
years with the 
company.

MOU SIGNING

Union Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal witnesses signing of an MoU between
Iran and India on seafarers voyages, in Tehran

F orex is perhaps the
largest financial mar-

ket in the world, in terms
of trading volume. The de-
centralized system and the
worldwide network of the
currency market allows
continuous transactions
and trading to take place,
which also makes it highly
volatile. As a result of the
vast amount of transac-
tions taking place con-
stantly, the forex market is
also considered the most
liquid market and is prob-
ably the reason why most
traders are attracted to it.
The rapid ups-and-downs
imply higher chances of
both profits and losses as
well. To sustain your
trades, it is crucial to be in
a safe position in the mar-
ket. Here are 5 keys to safe
trading which could help
to support your trades.

1. Start small
Before you take a step

into forex trading, you
need to have market expe-
rience. Opening a demo/
practice account is always
recommended before you
put down your capital. A
demo account helps you
experience the market and
figure out what works best
for your money. Once you
are aware of the various
market insights and fac-
tors that can put your
money at risk, you would

be able to make better de-
cisions and attempt to
minimise your losses. This
further helps in locking in
a safer position in the mar-
ket, giving your portfolio
an edge over others.

2. Keep a trading log
Monitoring the market

alone by keeping an eye on
profit/loss is not enough to
sustain your position. You
need to broaden your re-
search by keeping track of
all your trading activities.
By doing this, you will not
only understand the mar-
ket better, you will also get
a broad overview of your
trading strategies as well.
You should take note of
where your money per-
formed well and where it
missed the target, the
geopolitical situations at
that time, the trends that
affected those trades, all
these factors will help you
frame a more sustainable
strategy. You are less likely

to commit the same trad-
ing errors, and reduce the
likelihood of losses when
you keep an accurate
record of all transactions.

3. Use your better
judgement

The forex market is
quite volatile. The rapid
fluctuations in price levels
might force you to change
the direction of your trad-
ing plans. However, you
must refrain from getting
carried away by transient
trends. One diversion can
disrupt all your trading
goals. Use appropriate
timeframes and trade only
what you can afford to
lose.

4. Know your curren-
cy pairs

Know your currency
pairs and the factors that
can affect their value.
Every country’s financial
system works differently.
Economics vary from
country to country. One
change in policy can lead
to overnight price fluctua-
tions. You need to under-
stand the different market
sentiments of the coun-
tries whose currencies
you plan to trade.

5. Choose the appro-
priate stop loss levels 

This is probably the
most frequently given ad-
vice in the currency mar-
ket, as it helps you to pro-

tect your trading account
from incurring heavy loss-
es. More importantly, you
need to choose the right
level to place it. Be ration-
al and logical when plac-
ing your stop loss orders.
There are several methods
for deciding the correct
spot. Get a keen under-
standing of all the differ-
ent methods, and pick the
one which works best for
you.

The Foreign exchange
market can be both entic-
ing and risky to trade in.
The price fluctuations
make it a hub of trading
opportunities, but only if
you understand the mar-
ket thoroughly.
Nevertheless, there are
certain things you can
only learn and experience
when you enter the cur-
rency market. The more
time you spend in the mar-
ket, the better you will un-
derstand it. Keep in mind
these safety rules and give
a kick-start to your trad-
ing journey.

Mr. Marc Despallieres,
Chief Strategy &
Trading Officer at
Vantage 

(Mr. Marc has 30 years
of experience in the fi-
nancial services indus-
try, supporting banks,
brokers and profession-
al traders)

5 Keys to safe trading in 
the currency market

Mumbai, Aug 22: 

Amway India, one of
the largest FMCG di-
rect selling companies
in the country, has be-
come‘Pre- and Post-
Consumer Plastic
Waste Neutral’ after
having managed 100%
post-consumer plastic
waste based on its
Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR)
collection and recycled
100% pre-consumer
plastic waste generated
at the Amway manu-
facturing facility. The
company has collected
and recycled 800 metric
tons of post-consumer
plastic waste , which is
equivalent to manag-
ing over 50 million
units of plastic product
waste comprising bot-
tles, tubes, caps, jars,
and sachets of different
sizes. Additionally, it
has recycled and
reused 100% hazardous
products and plastic
waste at its manufac-
turing plant to achieve
pre-plastic waste neu-
trality. Driving its busi-
ness through the lens of
overall environmental
and societal impact, the
company has embed-
ded some discernible

steps to meet its sus-
tainability ambitions,
thereby reinforcing its
vision of helping peo-
ple live better, healthier
lives. Commenting on
the achievement, Adip
Roy, Associate Vice
President, Regulatory
Affairs, Amway India
said, “At Amway, our
commitment to a
healthy planet reflects
in our products,
processes, and philoso-
phies. Sustainability is
not just about compli-
ance but is an intrinsic
part of Amway’s cul-
ture. Achieving pre-
and post-consumer
plastic waste neutrality
is one of our key mile-
stones.As we move for-
ward, we will continue
to explore ways to re-
duce plastic waste pol-
lution and in line with
what we are envisaging
by making our product
bottles from recycled
plastics. We are com-
mitted and determined
to become a more sus-
tainable company,
bringing a positive
change in the world,
and enabling future
generations to
thrive.”As a responsi-
ble corporate, Amway
India was one of the

first brand owners in
the country to have
registered with the
Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB)
for Plastic Waste
Management.

Further, at Amway
India, a cross-function-
al team primarily from
the manufacturing
and planning & pro-
curement depart-
ments have together
made remarkable ef-
forts to further mini-
mize the impact of the
business on the planet,
aiming for long-term
sustainable growth of
the organization.
Some of the key sus-
tainability initiatives
include the usage of
renewable energy at
the plant, soil and
water conservation,
and sustainable farm-
ing practices.

Further, through
consistent sustainabil-
ity efforts, the compa-
ny - by way of paper
reduction, supply
chain optimization,
and usage of solar
power - was able to re-
duce carbon emis-
sionsby close to 10.50
lakh KGCO2e, equiva-
lent to saving 47000
trees year-on-year.

Amway India turns 100%
plastic waste neutral

New Delhi, Aug 22:

The government has
amended rules to ensure a
transparent process for
physical verification of ad-
dresses of the registered
offices of companies, in-
cluding by way of having
independent witnesses at
the time of the verifica-
tion. The steps listed out
in the new rules will help
do away with discretion of
authorities as well as put
in place a transparent sys-
tem with respect to the
physical verification
process. Under the
Companies Act, 2013, a
Registrar of Companies
(RoC) can do a physical
verification of a compa-
ny’s registered office if
he or she has a reason-
able cause to believe that

the company concerned
is not carrying out busi-
ness in a proper manner.

Now, the process for
such physical verifica-
tions has been put in
place under the Act. The
physical verification will
be done in the presence of
two independent witness-
es of the locality in
which the company’s reg-
istered office is situated.
If required, the assis-
tance of the local police
will be also sought, ac-
cording to the corporate
affairs ministry. To check
the documents’ authen-
ticity, the same should be
cross verified with the
“copies of supporting
documents of such ad-
dress collected during
the said physical verifica-
tion, duly authenticated

from the occupant of the
property where the said
registered office is situat-
ed”, the ministry said.
The registrar will also
have to take a photo-
graph of the company’s
registered office during
the physical verification.
Once the verification is
done, a detailed report
with various informa-
tion, including location
details and photographs,
will be prepared.

Navin Kumar, Partner
at Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas, said the ob-
jective steps required
during physical verifica-
tion as well as the format
of the physical verifica-
tion provided in the
amendment is a welcome
step and removes discre-
tion of authorities.

Govt amends rules for physical verification
of companies’ registered office addresses

New Delhi, Aug 22: 

Insurance behemoth LIC
witnessed a decline of
nearly 20 per cent in death
claims in the first quarter
of this fiscal with the
COVID impact seen to be
ebbing, though the amount
is still higher than pre-2020
levels, officials said. In the
June quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal, settlement of
death claims was to the
tune of Rs 7,111 crore,
which for Q1 of this year
was Rs 5,743 crore, LIC
Chairman M R Kumar said
in a post-earnings call with
analysts. “So there is quite

a decrease, and it’s quite ob-
vious that whatever de-
crease was there based on
COVID... going away now,
Q1 to Q1 of the previous
year,” Kumar said. The
claim rates had been very
stable before the pandemic,

said Dinesh Pant,
Executive Director and
Appointed Actuary, Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC). He added that there
was a spike in claims in the
last two years due to
COVID. “Now, from the cur-
rent quarter (ending
September 30, 2022), we see
it settling down towards
more normal. It is still not
back to pre-2020 figures be-
cause we would appreciate
that the effects will take
some time and there will be
some IBNR (Incurred But
Not Reported) cases which
will get reported late also,”
Pant said.

LIC sees 20 pc decline in death claims
in Q1 FY23 as COVID impact ebbs

Gandhinagar, Aug 22:

The Pradhan Mantri
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan will help de-
velop the future infrastruc-
ture in a planned manner,
prevent cost overrun, and
increase India’s cost com-
petitiveness, besides sav-
ing taxpayers’ money,
Union minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.

He said 1,000 geospatial
maps have been formed for
forests, wildlife sanctuar-
ies, highways and railway
infrastructure, power
plants and industrial zones

in India. “Maps of states
are also being integrated
with them. By the last
count, around 450 infra-
structure data has been
mapped,” the Commerce
and Industry Minister
said. Gujarat-based

Bhaskaracharya Institute
for Space Applications and
Geo-informatics (BISAG-
N), which works to imple-
ment map-based
Geospatial Information
Systems (GIS), has devel-
oped the PM Gati Shakti
Master Plan, Goyal said.
“These maps are all inter-
connected, because of
which the future infra-
structure will be developed
in a planned manner,” he
said at an investors’ round-
table conference organised
by the National Industrial
Corridor Development
Corporation (NICDC) and

the Dholera Industrial
City Development
(DICDL). He said the PM
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan will help in
planning the construction
of an overbridge, diverting
routes if a forest or wildlife
sanctuary comes in the way,
and figuring out how to con-
struct a bridge with the
smallest length for a river,
etc. “All these can be more
effectively planned to pre-
vent time and cost overrun
so that the projects are com-
pleted in time. Its benefit
will ultimately go to the citi-
zens.

PM Gati Shakti national master plan will
help prevent cost overruns: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, Aug 22:

Mortgage lenders Bajaj
Housing Finance and LIC
Housing Finance on Monday
announced a 0.50 per cent hike
each in their lending rates.
The revisions come amid a ris-
ing interest rates scenario,
which has seen the RBI hiking
its key lending rate by 1.40 per
cent since May to tame infla-
tion. Bajaj Housing Finance
hiked its rate by 0.50 per cent,
and the lowest priced product
for the salaried and profes-
sional applicants will be 7.70
per cent now, as per an official
statement. Despite the latest
hike, the company claimed to

be offering loans at competi-
tive rates compared to most of
its peers. LIC Housing
Finance has increased its
prime lending rate (LHPLR)
by 0.50 per cent and the new
interest rates on home loans
will now start from 8 per cent
as against 7.50 per cent previ-
ously. The company’s chief ex-
ecutive and managing direc-
tor Y Viswanatha Gowd said
the RBI’s decision to hike the
repo rate by 0.50 per cent has
caused “minimum fluctua-
tion” in monthly instalments
or tenure of home loans and
exuded confidence that de-
mand for housing will remain
robust.

LIC Housing Fin, Bajaj Housing
Fin hike lending rates by 0.50 pc

Mumbai, Aug 22:

The rupee recovered
early losses to close flat at
79.84 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Monday
amid a strong greenback
overseas and massive sell-
off in equities. However,
lower crude oil prices sup-
ported the local unit, forex
dealers said. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened weak at 79.90 and
moved in a range of 79.78
to 79.92 during the session.
It finally settled flat at
79.84 against the US dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, rose 0.20
per cent to 108.38.

Meanwhile, Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.81
per cent to USD 95.94 per
barrel. On the domestic
equity market front, the
BSE Sensex ended 872.28
points or 1.46 per cent
lower at 58,773.87, while
the broader NSE Nifty fell
267.75 points or 1.51 per
cent to 17,490.70. Foreign
institutional investors
(FIIs) remained net buyers
in the capital markets as
they purchased shares
worth Rs 1,110.90 crore on
Friday, according to provi-
sional data.

Rupee ends flat at 
79.84 against US dollar

Mumbai, Aug 22:

Equity benchmarks con-
tinued to remain weak on
Monday with the Sensex
and Nifty falling over 1 per
cent each, dragged down
by bank stocks and nega-
tive global market trends.
The 30-share BSE Sensex,
which had started the
trade on a weak note, tum-
bled 872.28 points or 1.46
per cent to settle at

58,773.87. During the day, it
slumped 941.04 points or
1.57 per cent to 58,705.11.
The broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 267.75 points or 1.51
per cent to finish at
17,490.70. From the Sensex
pack, Tata Steel, Asian
Paints, Larsen & Toubro,
Wipro, UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Tech Mahindra,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Axis Bank were the major
laggards. On the other
hand, ITC and Nestle India
ended higher. In Asia,
markets in Seoul, Tokyo
and Hong Kong ended
lower, while Shanghai set-
tled in the green.

Markets fall for 2nd day; Sensex,
Nifty down over 1 pc

ACROSS

1. Has creditors

5. Over

9. Moves quickly

14. Staff officer

15. Change residences

16. Potato state

17. Financial officer

19. Recluse

20. Barnyard bird

21. Client

22. Archer’s goal

23. Mimic

24. ____ Fair

26. Frighten

29. To the point

30. Small quantity

33. More colorless

34. Smell strongly

35. Narrate

36. Friendly

38. Alleviate

40. Mediocre grades

41. Fail to mention

43. Motorist’s aid

44. Billion years

45. Sardonic wit

46. Short messages

47. Achievers

48. Poet’s above

49. Scattered

52. Bar bills

54. Select

57. Perfume

58. Schedule

60. Yellow fruit

61. Shade sources

62. Noisy

63. Young people

64. Burn balm

65. Wooden fasteners

DOWN

1. Pledge

2. Electrical conductor

3. Biblical locale

4. Adriatic, e.g.

5. Entertain

6. Shredded

7. Supervise

8. Apiece

9. Expand

10. Cherish

11. Used the doorbell

12. “Of ____ I Sing”

13. Classify

18. Excellent

22. Jobs

23. Zones

25. Formal agreement
26. Area
27. Carved gem
28. Foreign
29. Shudder
30. Handed out cards
31. Water plants
32. Make holy
35. Private teacher
37. Sophia ____
39. Least daffy
42. Impart gradually
45. Des Moines natives
47. Fiend
48. Overweight
49. Common seasoning
50. Wood source
51. Caesar’s city
53. Bullets, for short
54. Musical instrument
55. Stopper
56. Koppel and Turner
58. Boston ____ Party
59. Swiss peak
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Today your physical and mental energy should

be operating at a very high level, Aquarius. You

probably won’t spend much time inside if you

can avoid it. Expect get-togethers with friends

and colleagues, if possible, and some stimulat-

ing, animated discussions. You may want to

get in a good workout. This is a great day to

enjoy the evening, perhaps watching an online

concert, play, or movie. Have a great day.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your intuition is likely to be very keen today,

Pisces. Accurate psychic insights could

come to you thick and fast. Your imagination

is also strong, and you might come up with

ideas to enrich your home, work, or anything

else on your mind. Don’t be surprised if you

seem to know what others will say before

they even think of it. Write down any premo-

nitions to verify later.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Get-togethers with friends or meetings with a

small group, if possible, should prove informa-

tive and enlightening today, Aries, although

some of it may be a bit perplexing. You may

have useful information to share, but you’ll

probably spend as much time listening as talk-

ing. Your friends may have happy news. Don’t

be surprised if day’s end finds you more tight-

ly bonded than before. Enjoy!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today things could be rather hectic at
work, Taurus. You’ll probably be very busy
and happy with whatever results you pro-
duce. You could tire yourself out, so be
sure to take occasional breaks, and cer-
tainly don’t forget to eat. Don’t be sur-
prised if colleagues pay you a lot of com-
pliments. In the evening, get takeout for
dinner and unwind. You deserve it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Some new information about an interesting

field could have you browsing the web and

looking through books to learn more,

Gemini. This could involve law, philosophy,

history, or spirituality. You could find so

much that you want to take notes or make a

lot of photocopies. Don’t tire yourself out

and try to keep track of time. You might

miss dinner or get to bed very late.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you might learn about new and cre-

ative ways to increase your income, Cancer,

possibly involving technology in some way.

So much new information could come your

way that you find it hard to keep track of it,

so make sure you take note of where you

found it so you can consult the source later.

Your mind could be going so fast that you

need to take a walk to clear your head.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Social events could put you in touch with

interesting people in intriguing professions,

Leo. You might get involved in some fasci-

nating conversations that provide you with a

lot of useful information. Some of what you

hear could be so bizarre that you find it dif-

ficult to believe. New friendships or groups

could result from this interaction, so get

contact information. Enjoy!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A friend or colleague could recommend

some books that you want to read right

away, Virgo. Be sure you take breaks and rest

your eyes from time to time to avoid eye-

strain and headaches today. It’s also impor-

tant to remember to get out and go for a

walk, weather permitting. Your body needs

stimulation as much as your mind, and a

walk will clear your head. Enjoy your day.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today your mind will be quick, insightful,

and inspired, Libra. Your creative impulses

should go a thousand miles an hour and

ideas should pop in and out of your head like

crazy. Most likely you’ll want to drop every-

thing else and write down all your ideas.

Make use of this inspiration while you can,

as it may come in fits and starts. You could

be surprised by what you produce.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If visitors are able to pop in and out during

the day, Scorpio, you’ll be in the right

frame of mind to enjoy their company.

Expect interesting news and stimulating

conversation. At the end of the day, your

mind may be going like a house afire, so it

might be a good idea to take a walk or get

some other form of exercise or else you

might not be able to sleep.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don’t be surprised if your inbox fills with

email or your phone rings off the hook,

Sagittarius. Friends, relatives, and col-

leagues could have great news and useful

information. One or more of these messages

could inspire you to send a few of your own

or even pay some visits. Most of what you

learn should be positive and exciting,

although some things may be confusing.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Inspiration is the word for today, Capricorn.

Your creative talent should blossom and moti-

vate you to work on wonderful ideas. This

could involve music, painting, decorating, or

cooking. Relax and have fun with it. Whatever

you do, you’ll probably be pleased with the

results. Feedback from others should be

encouraging. Make notes of ideas you don’t

use today to remember them later.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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TT elugu star Allu Arjun, who
led the prestigious India

Day Parade in New York as its
Grand Marshal, has thanked
the Mayor of New York City,
Eric Adams, for having hon-
oured him. Taking to
Instagram, Allu Arjun wrote: "It
was a pleasure meeting the
Mayor of New York City. Very
supportive gentleman. Thank
You for the honour Mr Eric
Adams. Thaggede Le!" Allu
Arjun also posted a series of

pictures, including one that
showed the mayor and the
actor performing the landmark
'Pushpa' move. New York wit-
nessed a mammoth crowd of
over five lakh people showering
love on Allu Arjun as he graced
the prestigious India Day
parade as its Grand Marshal.
The certificate presented to the
actor by the Mayor read:
"Certificate of Recognition pre-
sented to Allu Arjun. On being
recognised by the Federation of

Indian Associations for serving
as Grand Marshal of New York's
10th Annual India Day Parade
and for your contributions to
the world of film and entertain-
ment. "Through your work as
an actor and dancer, you have
inspired and uplifted diverse
people in the five boroughs,
South Asia and beyond. I am
proud to join in recognising
your accomplishments as we
celebrate our city's large and
vibrant Indian community."

U
nfazed by the box-office
failure of Aamir Khan's

'Laal Singh Chaddha', where
she played his character's
love interest, Kareena
Kapoor has started work on
her maiden production. She,
however, has not revealed its
name or other details.

The actress took to the
story section of her
Instagram and posted an
image of a film's script with
'Shahid' helmer Hansal
Mehta's name in the direc-
tor's credit. The actress

smartly concealed the title of
the project by keeping a pen
over it, though one can see
the words 'The' and 'Murder'.

A year ago, in August 2021,
Kareena had announced on
Instagram that she was get-
ting into production in col-
laboration with Ekta
Kapoor's Balaji Telefilms.

Kareena had posted a pic-
ture of herself with Ekta
Kapoor and Hansal Mehta,
announcing that she would
be donning the producer's
hat 'soon'. In addition,

Kareena also has Sujoy
Ghosh's upcoming thriller
and a film with her 'Veere Di
Wedding' producer in the
pipeline. The Sujoy Ghosh di-
rectorial is based on the
Japanese book, 'The
Devotion of Suspect X', in
which she will be sharing
screen with 'Paatal Lok' actor
Jaideep Ahlawat and Vijay
Varma, who is fresh off the
success of his streaming
movie 'Darlings', in which he
starred opposite Alia Bhatt
and Shefali Shah.

T
elugu superstar and Jana
Sena Party founder Pawan

Kalyan joined Telangana
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan and scores of
fans and industry professionals
from across the country in wish-
ing his elder brother, Mega Star
Chiranjeevi, a very happy birth-
day on Monday. Taking to Twitter
to express his birthday wishes to
Chiranjeevi, who celebrates his
67th birthday on Monday, Pawan
Kalyan wrote: "My wholehearted
birthday wishes to my beloved
brother whom I love, respect and
adore. Wishing you good health,
success and glory on this special
day." The Telangana Governor, in
her birthday message to
Chiranjeevi, wrote: "Warm birth-
day greetings to Telugu Megastar
Shri Chiranjeevi garu. Wishing

him good health and a long life."
The Governor also expressed her
happiness over his announce-

ment that he would be building a
hospital for workers in the film
industry. Telugu actor Sai

Dharam Tej, who's also
Chiranjeevi's nephew, tweeted:
"Wishing my constant inspira-
tion and dearest mama a very
Happy Birthday. May you contin-
ue to be the happy soul you are
and inspire us in every sphere of
life." Well-known production
house PVP was among the scores
of entities that greeted the
Telugu Megastar on his birthday.

On their timeline, the popular
production house wrote: "God to
millions and Godfather to many!
To a living legend, inspiration to
one and all. May the force be with
you Sir. A blessed year ahead,
happy birthday!" Godfather, inci-
dentally, is the next film that will
see Chiranjeevi in action with
Salman Khan, who's making his
Telugu cinema debut with this
Vijaya Dashami day release.

Inactivity
makes you
rusty, says

Shilpa, as she
does yogic
stretches

A
ctress Shilpa Shetty, who frac-
tured her leg while shooting for

Rohit Shetty's web series, 'Indian
Police Force', has already begun to do
stretching exercises, even though
she has been advised to rest. Taking
to Instagram, the actress, who is a
Yoga expert, wrote: "After 10 days of
resting in, I realised no reason is
good enough to not stretch.

"So, even though the injury needs
me to take it easy for a few weeks,
inactivity can make you rusty. So, I
decided to practice the routine of
Parvatasana, followed by Utthita
Parsvakonasana, and concluded
with Bharadwajasana.

"Anyone who is unable to sit on
the floor, or is suffering from knee or
back pain can do these stretches on
the chair. These asanas are beneficial
to strengthen and improve the flexi-
bility of the spine and the back mus-
cle, and are also helpful for the diges-
tive system.

"However, the third pose
'Bharadwajasana (twisting pose)'
should be avoided during pregnancy.
Don't let anything get in the way of
your routine. You can overcome the
biggest hurdles simply by believing
YOU CAN and having the WILL to
change things."

BB ollywood actress Kangana Ranaut
has decided to sue Filmfare for

nominating her for her work in biopic
'Thalaivii', in the upcoming edition of
the Filmfare Awards. The 'Queen'
actress took to the story section of her
Instagram and wrote a lengthy note
stating the reason behind the decision.
She wrote, "I have banned unethical,
corrupt and totally unfair practices like
@filmfare since 2014, but since I have
been getting many calls from them for
attending their award function this
year as they want to give me award for
'Thalaivii' (sic)." "I am shocked to
know that they are still nominating me.
it is beneath my dignity, work ethics
and value system to encourage such
corrupt practices in anyway, that is
why I have decided to sue@filmfare ...
thanks (sic)," Kangana added.
Kangana, who has four National Film
Awards to her credit, is known for her
straightforward attitude and speaking
her mind. Recently, the first look of
actress Mahima Chaudhry from
'Emergency' was unveiled. The film will
mark Kangana's return to direction
after 'Manikarnika: The Queen of
Jhansi'. The actress will double up as
the lead character of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in the film.

Kangana
to sue Filmfare for
nominating her in

Best Actress category

Chiranjeevi turns 67; best wishes from Pawan Kalyan, Telangana guv

KKaarreeeennaa dons producer's hat, starts 
working on maiden film with Hansal Mehta

Allu Arjun thanks New York
Mayor for honouring him
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Barbados, Aug 22 (AP):

Four batsmen posted
half centuries as New
Zealand overhauled the
West Indies’ total of 301-8
to win the third One-Day
International by five wick-
ets and clinch the series 2-
1. Tom Latham scored 69
and put on 120 for the
fourth wicket with Daryl
Mitchell (63) in a stand
which paced the run chase
and carried New Zealand
in sight of victory on
Sunday.

Martin Guptill (57) and
Devon Conway (56) had
earlier combined to add 82
runs for the second wicket
to give New Zealand a plat-
form for a demanding
chase.

Mitchell was out with
the total 248 in the 42nd
over and Latham at 259 in
the 44th, still with New
Zealand requiring 43 runs.
Jimmy Neesham settled
the issue with a decisive
innings of 34 from 11 deliv-
eries, taking 18 runs from
the 45th over bowled by
Yannic Cariah. Neesham

hit a six from the bowling
of West Indies captain
Nicholas Pooran to end
the chase with 17 balls re-
maining.

“It was obviously nice to
make a contribution,”
Latham said.

“I think the partnership
that Daryl and I were able
to make put them under
pressure. We set a target of
getting to that 40-over

mark where we needed a
run a ball.”

Latham appeared to
have erred when he chose
to bowl first and as the
West Indies flourished in
good batting conditions.

Kyle Mayers made 105 in
a 173-run opening partner-
ship with Shai Hope, and
Pooran smashed nine
sixes in a rapid 91 for the
West Indies. The pitch

proved much better for
batting than those on
which the West Indies won
the first match by five
wickets and New Zealand
won the second by 50 runs.
The highest previous total
in the series was New
Zealand’s 212 in the second
match. Mayers and Hope
stayed together for almost
35 overs to shape the West
Indies innings. Their part-

nership ended when Hope
was out for 51 and, as often
happens with large part-
nerships, partner Mayers
was out two balls later and
without addition to the
total. Brandon King fell
soon afterwards with the
total 181-3 in a sudden re-
versal for the West Indies.

But Pooran picked up
the pace again, posting a
half-century from 33 balls.
He had hit nine sixes and
and four fours from 55
balls when he was out in
the 49th over.

Mayers and Hope made
a cautious start to the in-
nings as they found the
pace of the new pitch,
crawling to 24 after 10
overs, negotiating a short
rain break in the seventh
over.

“I took my time in the
powerplay and it gave me
the chance to get in. The
last two games I got out in
the powerplay,” Mayers
said in a television inter-
view. “It’s not every day
you bat the powerplay for
20 runs but it worked out
well in the end.”

New Zealand beats Windies
in 3rd ODI, clinches series 2-1

New Zealand team with the trophy after winning the 3rd and final ODI match
between West Indies and New Zealand at Kensington Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados.

Mason (US), Aug 22 (AP):

Caroline Garcia generat-
ed momentum going into
the U.S. Open in a week,
capturing the Western &
Southern Open women’s
championship with a 6-2 6-
4 win over Petra Kvitova.
And Borna Coric contin-
ued his headlong rush up
the men’s rankings, com-
pleting an improbable run
to the championship with
a 7-6 (0) 6-2 win over No. 5
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the
first final at this tourna-
ment for both players on
Sunday.

Coric, 25, is expected to
be ranked 29th going into
the US Open. He opened
the tournament at 152 be-
fore upsetting five seeded
players and four in the top
10, including Rafael Nadal.
The Croatian entered the
tournament on a protected
injury ranking. The 24-
year-old Tsitsipas, from
Greece, was trying to be-
come the first man this
season to win champi-
onships on all three sur-
faces hard court, grass and
clay.

He has won a tour-high
46 matches this season.
Tsitsipas took a 4-1 lead in
the first set, but he couldn’t

hold it and he wasn’t sure
why. “I’m not in any condi-
tion to answer that, be-
cause I’m still looking for
the answer myself,” he
said.

“I don’t have a clear an-
swer for that. He was serv-
ing well. He was making
me move a lot. He plays the
way he’s always played. He

hasn’t changed much. The
less he misses, the more he
makes your life difficult.”
“I realised I had to be more
aggressive,” Coric said. “I
had nothing to lose. I knew
if I continued to play the
way I was playing, I was
going to lose anyway. I had
to hit the ball harder and
deeper.”

Caroline Garcia, Borna Coric
get 1st titles in Cincinnati

Caroline Garcia, of France, sticks out her tongue as she
holds the Rookwood Cup after defeating Petra Kvitova,
of the Czech Republic, during the womens singles final
of the Western & Southern Open tennis tournament.

Miami, Aug 22 (PTI):

Young Indian
Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa pro-
duced a superb perform-
ance, wining three
straight games including
two in the blitz tie-breaks
to outwit world No.1
Magnus Carlsen 4-2 in the
final round of the FTX
Crypto Cup here on
Monday. However, despite
the win over Carlsen, the
17-year old could only take
second place in the final
standings. The Norwegian
won the top prize on the
basis of a higher score. He
finished with 16 match

points to the Indian prodi-
gy’s tally of 15. “I’ve been
playing badly all day, but
now I’m getting the results
I deserve... it’s never good
to lose, but this is as good a
time as any!,” Carlsen said
after the match.

Alireza Firouzja, anoth-
er highly-rated teen and a
prodigy, also finished on 15
points but had to settle for
third place as he had lost
the clash against
Praggnanandhaa earlier.
The first two games of the
Carlsen-Praggnanandhaa
match were drawn before
the world No.1 went ahead
by clinching the third. In a
surprise turn of events,

the Indian won the fourth
game to push the match
into the tie-breaks. He
shocked the Norwegian by
winning both the games in
the tie-break.

Praggnanandhaa has
been in splendid form this
year and had previously
beaten the world champi-
on twice in online events.

He also played a crucial
role in the India ‘B’ team
claiming a bronze medal
in the 44th chess Olympiad
in Chennai recently.

“I think it could have
done better the last few
days but I think overall
2nd is good,”
Praggnanandhaa said
after the game against
Carlsen. Praggnanandhaa
started his campaign with
victory over world No.4
Firouzja and also scored
wins over Anish Giri and
Levon Aronian.

“Fantastic finish to-
wards the end!
@rpragchess won in blitz
tiebreak against Magnus
#FTXCryptoCup ! Great
defensive skills at crucial
junctures, some good
opening preparations,
some bad decisions, over-
all very satisfying,” his
coach R B Ramesh tweet-
ed.

FTX Crypto Cup: Praggnanandhaa beats
Carlsen in final round but loses out on top prize

Tokyo, Aug 22 (PTI): B
Sai Praneeth failed to
cross the opening hurdle
after losing in three
games but India regis-
tered twin wins in
women’s and mixed dou-
bles competition on the
opening day of the BWF
World Championships
here on Monday.

Praneeth, a 2019 bronze
medallist, put up a brave
effort before going down
15-21 21-15 15-21 to world
number 4 Chou Tien
Chen of Chinese Taipei
in little over an hour.

It was yet another for-
gettable outing in Tokyo
for Praneeth, following
his struggles at last
year’s Olympic Games
where he participated

without a proper coach
or physio to eventually
bow out early.

However, former
Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists
Ashwini Ponnappa and
N Sikki Reddy pro-
gressed to the women’s
doubles second round
with a 21-7 21-9 win over
Maldives’ Aminath
Nabeeha Abdul Razzaq
and Fathimath Nabaaha
Abdul Razzaq.

Ashwini and Sikki will
face the uphill task of
taming top seeds Chen
Qing Chen and Jia Yi Fan
of China in the second
round. In mixed dou-
bles, Tanisha
Crasto and
I s h a a n

Bhatnagar defeated
German duo of Patrick
Scheiel and Franziska
Volkmann 21-13 21-13 in
29 minutes to also make a
positive start to their
campaign.

The Indian pair will
meet 14th seeds Supak
Jomkoh and Supissara
Paewsampran of
Thailand next. Last edi-
tion’s silver and bronze
medallists Kidambi
Srikanth and Lakshya
Sen, and former world

no. 8 HS Prannoy will
be among the
Indian shuttlers
competing later

in the day.

WF World Championships

Praneeth losses, Ashwini-Sikki,
Tanisha-Ishaan win on day 1

Islamabad, Aug 22 (AP):

Pakistan fast bowler
Mohammad Hasnain has
replaced the injured
Shaheen Shah Afridi for
the Asia Cup in the United
Arab Emirates.

The 22-year-old Hasnain
returned to cricket in June
after remodelling his bowl-
ing action. He was sus-
pended in February after
being called by umpires
during the BBL.

The right-arm fast
bowler has taken 17 wick-
ets in 18 T20s and played
his last T20 against the
West Indies at Karachi in
December 2021.

Hasnain is representing
the Oval Invincibles in the
Hundred competition in
England and will join the
Pakistan team in the UAE.

During the Hundred
competition, Australia’s
Marcus Stoinis mimicked
Hasnain’s bowling action
with a throwing motion
when he was walking back
to the dugout after being
caught by the fast bowler’s
short pitched delivery.

However, the Australian
batter was not formally

sanctioned for questioning
the legality of Hasnain’s
bowling action.

Afridi was ruled out of
the Asia Cup and also
from next month’s seven-
match T20 series against
England after doctors ad-
vised him to rest for at
least four to six weeks to
fully recover from a knee
injury.

Pakistan is placed in
Group A along with arch-
rival India and a qualifier.
Pakistan will play its open-
ing game against India on
Saturday. Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan are in Group
B with the top two teams
going through the Super 4
stage.

Fast bowler Hasnain
replaces injured

Afridi for Asia Cup

Berlin, Aug 22 (AP):

Bayern Munich clearly
doesn’t need Robert
Lewandowski. Sadio
Mane scored two more
goals and Bayern avenged
a rare defeat last season by
routing Bochum 7-0 again
in the Bundesliga on
Sunday.

With three wins from
three games and a goal dif-
ference of plus-14, the
Bavarian powerhouse has
made the best start of any
team to the league. Bayern
scored 15 and conceded
just once, in the 6-1 open-
ing rout of Eintracht
Frankfurt.

Bayern appears to have
already gotten over the
loss of Lewandowski, the
league’s top scorer for the
last five seasons, since he
joined Barcelona in the
offseason. Man took his
tally to three goals in as
many games since switch-
ing from Liverpool.
Bochum didn’t have to
contend with the Senegal
star last season as Thomas
Reis’ team stunned Bayern
with a 4-2 win at home in
February. “It was a bril-
liant game from us, people

are still talking about it,”
Reis said before kickoff on
Sunday. But hopes of a re-
peat were tempered by
memories of the teams’
previous meeting, a 7-0
rout in Munich, which
was Bochum’s heaviest
Bundesliga defeat. Bayern
had already clocked up
eight goals in two games
so far this season and the
visitors didn’t have to wait
long for Leroy San to open
the scoring in the fourth
minute. “We wanted to set
a mark in the first 30 min-
utes so the opponent no-
ticed,” Bayern coach
Julian Nagelsmann said.
Manuel Riemann saved
San ‘s next effort in the
10th, and the Germany
winger went close again 10
minutes later.

Matthijs de Ligt scored
with a header from a cor-
ner in the 25th for his first
Bayern goal since joining
from Juventus. The
Netherlands defender was
making his first start for
his new club. Coman
scored the third a gift from
the Bochum defense in the
33rd, when Riemann
blocked M ller’s initial at-
tempt.

Sadio Mane scores 2 as Bayern
Munich routs Bochum 7-0 again

Bayern Munich’s Senegalese forward Sadio Mane (L)
high fives with Bayern Munich’s Dutch defender
Matthijs de Ligt for scoring the 0-4 goal during the
German first division Bundesliga football match VfL
Bochum v FC Bayern Munich in Bochum, western
Germany.

Lille (France), Aug 22 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored
after just eight seconds of
play to claim the joint-
fastest goal in the history
of the French league.

Mbappe found the net at
the start of a 7-1 win for
defending champion
Paris Saint-Germain over
Lille on Sunday. The visi-

tors needed just four pass-
es from kickoff to score as
Lionel Messi hit a superb
ball over the top for
Mbappe, who cleverly
lobbed Lille goalkeeper
Leo Jardim.

PSG coach Christophe
Galtier gave credit to his
technical staff and to the
club’s Under-19 team.
From kickoff, Neymar

played the ball back be-
fore receiving it again and
passing to Messi, who
spotted Mbappe’s run and
had the technical bril-
liance to exploit it.

“Our Under-19 team did
it in the youth league
against Salzburg,” Galtier
told a news conference.

“We showed it to the
players. They were OK to
try it. So, we worked on it
in training and it was
very well executed
tonight.”

The French league
tweeted that Mbappe’s
goal ties midfielder
Michel Rio who also need-
ed just eight seconds to
score for Caen against
Cannes in 1992.

French sports paper
L’Equipe was more cau-
tious, calling it the fastest
goal since Rio’s with
Mbappe’s goal closer to
nine seconds, it said. The
French league started in
1932. Galtier was refer-
rring to Edouard Michut’s
goal in a 3-1 loss to
Salzburg in the youth
league in March. Michut
needed 11 seconds to score
according to PSG’s official
website.

Mbappe scores in 8 seconds,
ties French league record

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
scores his team’s first goal during the French L1 foot-
ball match between Lille OSC and Paris-Saint Germain
(PSG) at Stade Pierre-Mauroy in Villeneuve-d’Asq,
northern France.

Weightlifting
Mirabai, Jeremy,
Achinta to skip

Asian C’ship
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Olympic silver
medallist Mirabai Chanu
and seven other top Indian
weightlifters will fly to the
USA on Tuesday for a
three and half week
strength and conditioning
(S&C) training camp in St.
Louis. Chanu will be
accompanied by 2022
Commonwealth Games
medallists Jeremy
Lalrinnunga, Achinta
Sheuli, Sanket Sargar,
Bindyarani Devi, Gurdeep
Singh and former 2018
CWG champion R V Rahul
and Asian Championship
gold medallist Jhilli
Dalabehra to St. Louis,
USA for a three-and-half-
week-long camp. “We will
be in USA for 23-24 days.
It is the off season so we
will have a strength pro-
gram there,” India head
coach Vijay Sharma told
PTI. Sargar, who went
under the knife for the
elbow injury he suffered
during his event at the
CWG, will go through
rehab. “All these lifters
have small niggles like
Gurdeep has some issue in
his wrist. 

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Amid a slew of caste-re-
lated violence in the coun-
try, JNU Vice-Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit on Monday said an-
thropologically gods do not
belong to the upper caste
and that even Lord Shiva
could be from scheduled
caste or tribe.

Delivering the Dr B R
Ambedkar Lecture Series
titled 'Dr B R Ambedkar's
Thoughts on Gender
Justice: Decoding the
Uniform Civil Code', she
also said the "status of shu-
dras given to women in
Manusmriti" makes it ex-
traordinarily regressive.

"Let me tell all women
that all women according to
Manusmriti are shudras so
no woman can claim she is
a brahmin or anything else
and it is only by marriage
that you get the husband or
father's caste on you. I
think this is something
which is extraordinarily re-
gressive," she said.

Taking about the recent
caste violence involving a
nine-year-old Dalit boy, she
said that no god belonged to
the upper caste. "Most of
you should know the ori-
gins of our gods anthropo-
logically. No god is a brah-
min, the highest is a ksha-
triya. Lord Shiva must be a
scheduled caste or a sched-

uled tribe because he sits in
a cemetery with a snake
and has very little clothes
to wear. I don't think
Brahmins can sit in the
cemetery," she said.

She also said that "an-
thropologically" gods, in-
cluding Lakshmi, Shakti,
or even Jagannath do not
come from the upper caste.
In fact, she said, Jagannath
has tribal origins. So why
are we still continuing with
this discrimination which
is very very inhuman. It is
very important that we are
rethinking, reorienting the
thoughts of Babasaheb. We
do not have any leader of
modern India who was
such a great thinker.

Azamgarh (UP), Aug 22 (PTI): 

The BJP is foisting
"false" cases on opposition
leaders in the run-up to
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
to divert people's atten-
tion from real issues such
as price rise and unem-
ployment, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav alleged
on Monday.

He also referred to "sim-
ilar tactics" being used in
Delhi, where he said the
BJP-led Centre is not
ready to acknowledge the
improvement brought in
the education sector by
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), despite The New
York Times lauding it.

"Why is the BJP already
in the preparation mode
for the 2024 election? False
cases are being lodged

against opposition leaders
and action is being taken
against them through gov-
ernment agencies.

"It is because they (BJP)
do not have an answer to
real issues such as infla-
tion and unemployment.
To divert people's atten-
tion as also to ensure that
leaders do not raise their
voice on these issues, false
cases are being foisted on
them and they are being
sent to jail," Yadav told re-
porters here.

Continuing with his
tirade against the BJP-led
Centre, he said, "Fake
cases can be slapped on
anyone. Look at Delhi.

The New York Times
has said that there has
been an improvement in
the education sector
there, but the Centre is

not able to accept it and a
case was made out
against them (AAP lead-
ers)."

Yadav made the re-
marks in the wake of a
case lodged by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
and AAP leader Manish
Sisodia.

The Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief was here to
meet the party MLA from
Pholpur Pavai, Ramakant
Yadav, who is in jail in a
case of rioting. He alleged
that the lawmaker was
jailed in a case that is
more than 20 years old at
the behest of the BJP-led
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment.

"He has been framed at
the instance of the gov-

ernment, which does not
want him to come out of
jail," the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
said, adding that similar-
ly, another senior SP
leader, Azam Khan, has
also been framed in a false
case.

"There are more leaders
like them (Ramakant
Yadav and Khan) in the
state who have been
framed," Yadav said while
recalling a raid on a per-
fume manufacturer of
Kannauj ahead of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls held earlier in the
year, who he said was
made out to be an SP sup-
porter through the BJP's
"false propaganda",
though he claimed he was
associated with the saf-
fron party.

Mumbai court extends Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut's judicial custody till Sep 5

Mumbai, Aug 22 (PTI): 

A special court
here on Monday ex-
tended the judicial
custody of Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut till
September 5 in a
money laundering
case linked to alleged
irregularities in the

redevelopment of a
Mumbai 'chawl'. Raut, 60,
was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on August 1 in con-
nection with alleged finan-
cial irregularities in the re-
development of the Patra
Chawl (row tenement) in
suburban Goregaon.

After being in the ED's
custody initially, the Sena
leader was sent to judicial
custody for 14 days on
August 8. On Monday, spe-

cial Judge M G
Deshpande, hearing cases
related to the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), extended Raut's
custody till September 5.
The ED told the court that
its probe into the case was

still on. The ED's investi-
gation pertains to alleged
financial irregularities in
the redevelopment of the
Patra 'chawl' and related fi-
nancial transactions in-
volving Raut's wife and as-
sociates.

IIT, AIIMS discover factors behind virulence 
of bacteria that cause infections in hospitals

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Researchers at Jodhpur's
IIT and AIIMS have been
studying a dangerous bac-
teria called Klebsiella
pneumoniae, a major cause
of hospital-acquired infec-
tion, and found it develops
a viscous protective cover-
ing around itself which is
one of major factors be-
hind its high virulence and
antibiotic resistance.

The study, being per-
formed in collaboration
with Vellore Institute of
Technology, uses genomics
and molecular biology ap-
proaches to identify new
genes responsible for the

bacteria's potency. The re-
search has been published
in the journal
"Microbiology Spectrum".

Klebsiella pneumoniae
is one of the pathogens on
the World Health
Organization's priority list
and is a significant cause of
hospital-acquired diseases
such as pneumonia, blood-
stream infections, and in-
fections among ICU pa-
tients and newborns.

According to officials,
because of its high viru-
lence and antibiotic resist-
ance, the management and
treatment of Klebsiella
pneumoniae have chal-
lenged the medical and sci-

entific community world-
wide.

"One of the ways in
which Klebsiella pneumo-
niae escapes the body's im-
mune system, and antibi-
otics is by producing an ex-
tremely sticky and viscous
protective covering (hyper-
mucoviscosity) around it-
self," said Shankar
Manoharan, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Bioscience and
Bioengineering, IIT
Jodhpur.

Hypermucoviscosity can
be identified by the string
test, in which a bacterial
colony growing in laborato-
ry media is touched using

an applicator, which is then
slowly lifted off the colony.
If a sticky string of 5 mm
or more extends from the
colony to the applicator, the
bacteria is hypermucovis-
cous and highly virulent.

"We are currently study-
ing these mutants and dis-
rupted genes to explain the
potentially new mecha-
nisms behind this unusual
sticky and viscous cover-
ing of Klebsiella pneumo-
niae P-34. Such under-
standing will enable the de-
velopment of methodolo-
gies to effectively control
the spread of such strains
and treat infections caused
by them," Manoharan said.

CUET: Aspirants claim admit cards
mention past dates for exam

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Several Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG aspirants
have claimed that the
exam dates mentioned on
their admit cards have al-
ready passed while the
date intimated to them
earlier was different.

The National Testing
Agency (NTA), which is
responsible for conduct-
ing the exam, has ap-
pealed to the candidates
not to panic and stick to
the dates which they
have been informed and
their admit cards will re-
flect the correct dates
soon.

The debut edition of
CUET, which has been
split into six phases, has
been marred by glitches
so far causing exam can-
cellations at multiple
centres and postpone-
ment of exams for sever-
al candidates.

However, the resched-
uling of the exam for sev-
eral candidates and at-
tempts to accommodate
the choice of city for

exam centre, has left stu-
dents a worried lot as
their admit cards and city
intimation slips are men-
tioning different dates.

The students have been
reaching out to the NTA
and the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) requesting for an-
other chance to appear in
the examination.

Yuvraj Singh Chauhan
from Jodhpur in
Rajasthan was intimated
that his exam is sched-
uled on August 10. When
he downloaded his admit
card on August 7, he was
shocked to see that his
exam date was August 6
which had already
passed.

"The admit cards are
not available much ahead
of the exam and only city
intimation slips. Even if
the exam date has been
changed some intimation
should be given. My
exam date has already
passed and I have been
emailing NTA about the
problem requesting for a
retest but I haven't heard
from them yet," he said.

Atulsen Singh Yadav
from Balrampur in Uttar
Pradesh has the same
grievance. "My exam was
rescheduled on August 30
because I retained my in-
timated city (Balrampur)
but today when I down-
load the admit card then
the exam date mentioned
is August 17, which is al-
ready over," he said.

According to UGC
Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar, the students with
grievances need to write
to the NTA with their ap-
plication number. "After
verification, NTA will
take a decision on per-
mitting them to write a
retest," he told PTI.

When contacted NTA
Director Vineet Joshi,
said, "The candidates
should not panic. If their
exam was rescheduled,
their admit cards will re-
flect the correct date
near the informed date.
Right now the admit
cards will be reflecting
earlier dates. Candidates
should stick to the date
intimated to them while
preparing."

Lathi charge and water 
cannons on streets of Patna

Patna, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Police baton-charged
and used water cannons in
the heart of the Bihar cap-
ital on Monday when hun-
dreds of people, many
owing allegiance to a polit-
ical party, staged a demon-
stration to press several
demands.

According to Patna
District Magistrate
Chandrashekhar Singh,
trouble erupted at the Dak
Bungalow crossing where
two separate groups, one
comprising teachers' eligi-
bility test qualified candi-
dates seeking jobs and the
other consisting of work-
ers of the Jan Adhikar
Party, gathered and tried
to proceed towards the Raj
Bhavan, situated a couple
of kilometres away.

It was a huge crowd that
could not have been al-
lowed to proceed beyond
Dak Bungalow crossing.
Mild use of force was re-
sorted to as they refused to
disperse despite an offer
that a five-member delega-

tion can visit the Raj
Bhavan along with a mag-
istrate and submit a mem-
orandum, the DM said.

Meanwhile, a video clip

went viral of an official
raining blows on a young
protester who can be seen
rolling on the ground,
writhing in pain, while

holding aloft a tricolour.
State Congress

spokesman Asit Nath
Tiwari, whose party is an
ally of the ruling coalition,

issued a strongly worded
statement condemning the
episode.

The official is K K
Singh, an additional dis-
trict magistrate with a rep-
utation of high-handed-
ness. During the COVID
epidemic, he had com-
manded citizens to pro-
duce videos of themselves
beating utensils failing
which their applications
will not be considered,
Tiwari alleged.

We could have under-
stood had the youngster
been involved in stone-
pelting or any type of
physical violence himself.
But beating up of a tri-
colour-wielding young
man who posed no menace
is unacceptable and the of-
ficial concerned must be
punished, Tiwari demand-
ed.

The DM, when asked
about the episode, said the
administration has set up
a two-member inquiry
committee to look into the
allegations and examine
the video footage.
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ADM (Law & Order) KK Singh hits a candidate with a baton during a protest by CTET and
BTET qualified candidates demanding for 7th phase teachers recruitment, at Dakbangla
intersection in Patna, Monday.

NTA asks them not to panic

Hyderabad, Aug 22 (PTI): 

In a meeting that
sparked a buzz, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
interacted with popular
Telugu actor Junior NTR, a
grandson of legendary N T
Rama Rao, here on Sunday
night during his day-long
visit to Telangana. "Had a
good interaction with a
very talented actor and the
gem of our Telugu cinema,
Jr NTR in Hyderabad,"
Shah tweeted. In response,
Junior NTR said it was a
pleasure meeting Shah.

"It was a pleasure meet-
ing you and having a de-
lightful interaction

@AmitShah ji. Thanks for
the kind words," he said.
Telangana BJP president
and MP Bandi Sanjay
Kumar said it was a per-
sonal meeting and that he

was not present.
Some BJP sources

claimed that Shah appreci-
ated Junior NTR's per-
formance in ace director
SS Rajamouli's recent

blockbuster 'RRR'. The
meeting, however, trig-
gered speculation that it
could be a move to attract
Junior NTR's fans and also
Andhra Pradesh-origin
voters in Telangana.

Junior N T Rama Rao,
popularly known as Junior
NTR, is a son of late Hari
Krishna, one of the sons of
TDP founder and former
Chief Minister of undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh N T
Rama Rao. The actor had
campaigned for the TDP in
2009 but has since stayed
away from the party affairs
and politics. It is not
known if he had any politi-
cal ambitions.

Amit Shah meets Telugu actor
Junior NTR during Telangana visit

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Telangana actor N. T.
Rama Rao Jr during a meeting in Hyderabad.

Kota/Jaipur, Aug 22 (PTI): 

Heavy rainfall in last 24
hours has led to flood-like
situation in Rajasthan's
Kota, Jhalawar and sur-
rounding districts, offi-
cials said on Monday.

Low-lying areas have
submerged under water
owing to the downpour
and water released from
Kota barrage, they said,
adding around 60 people
were shifted to safer
places while schools and
coaching institutes in
Kota and Bundi remained
closed on Monday.

About 3.83 lakh cusec

water has been released
following the opening of
14 of the 19 gates of Kota
barrage. At the same
time, 2.8 lakh cusec water
was released from
Kalisindh dam in
Jhalawar and 25,200 cusec
water from Bhim Sagar
dam in Jhalawar, officials
said.

In Kota's Pragati Nagar,
a seven-feet-long crocodile
was spotted in a residen-
tial area creating panic
among the locals, howev-
er, the reptile was res-
cued. According to the
Meteorological depart-
ment, extremely heavy

rainfall was recorded in
isolated areas in Kota and
Jhalawar district during
the 24-hour period ending
8.30 am on Monday. Dag in
Jhalawar recorded the
highest 234 mm rainfall
followed by 224 mm in
Kota city during this peri-
od, officials said.

Inflow of water in-
creased in Kota barrage
on Chambal river due to
rainfall in the catchment
area of Rana Pratap
Sagar dam (Chittorgarh)
and Jawahar Sagar dam
(Kota), an official of the
Kota district administra-
tion said.

Thirteen out of the 19
gates were opened last
night to release the water
and one more gate was
opened on Monday, they
said. So far, nearly 3.83
lakh cusec water has been
released from the bar-
rage. Similar step was
taken in Jhalawar to re-
lease excessive water
from dams.

People had a harrowing
time while commuting
and water entered houses
at several places in Kota
like Talwandi, Purana
Kota, Bajrang Nagar,
Jawahar Nagar, station
road, and Balaji Nagar.

Rajasthan: Heavy rain leads to flood-like
situation in Kota, Bundi; schools closed

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut outside Arthur Road Jail after a special
court extended his judicial custody till Sept. 5 in connection with
a money laundering case, in Mumbai, Monday.
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BJP foisting false cases on opposition
leaders ahead of 2024 LS polls: Akhilesh

HC dismisses plea
to give stipend to

young lawyers
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII))::  The
Delhi High Court Monday dis-
missed a plea seeking to direct
the Centre and Bar Council of
Delhi to consider financial diffi-
culties and give monthly assis-
tance of Rs 5,000 to newly en-
rolled advocates here during
their first year of practice. A
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad rejected
the petition saying there was
no merit in it. The bench said if
the court passes such a direc-
tion for lawyers, later
Chartered Accountants and
people from other professions
will also come for the same re-
lief. The petition said that the
petitioner, a young lawyer,
along with other young advo-
cates are intending to pursue
their litigation practice and
learn under a senior lawyer but
due to non-payment they are
unable to learn properly and
carry any of their expenditures.

‘Anthropologically gods don’t belong
to upper caste’, says JNU VC

Mosque committee
presents rejoinder in
Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex case

VVaarraannaassii,,  AAuugg  2222  ((PPTTII)):: The
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee on Monday pre-
sented its rejoinder in the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri com-
plex case in the district court
and the arguments will contin-
ue till Tuesday, according to a
government counsel. District
government counsel Rana
Sanjeev Singh said advocate
Shamim Ahmed presented the
rejoinder in the court of
District Judge A K Vishvesh fol-
lowing arguments from the
Hindu side. Ahmed presented
the evidence in support of the
claim that the Gyanvapi Masjid
is a Waqf property, Singh said,
adding the mosque committee
will continue arguments on
Tuesday.


