
Apply 
GGaannggttookk:: Foreign tourists
visiting the Himalayan
state of Sikkim can now
apply for Restricted Area
Permit (RAP) and
Protected Area Permit
(PAP) online from October
this year, an official said.
From the upcoming tourist
season in October foreign-
ers can apply online
through a dedicated web-
site for the Restrict Area
Permit and Protected Area
Permit, the official said,
adding that work for
development of the dedi-
cated website is on.

Saplings
NNooiiddaa:: More than 13 lakh
saplings have been plant-
ed across Gautam Buddh
Nagar till August 15
against the target of
11.98 lakh for this year by
government departments,
officials said on Tuesday.
The plantation drive was
part of a massive
afforestation campaign of
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment carried out every
year, the officials said.

Suspended
MMaahhaarraajjggaannjj:: The head-
master of a primary
school was suspended for
calling dancers at the
Independence Day func-
tion of a school here, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. The
incident came to light
after a video of the event
went viral on the internet.

Mishap
AAggrraa:: Two minor sisters
died here after being hit
by a bus on Tuesday
when they were crossing
a road, police said. The
bus driver has been
arrested, they said. 

Busts 
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police has busted a
mephedrone or MD man-
ufacturing unit in Gujarat
and seized more than 500
kg of the contraband
worth Rs 1,026 crore, an
official said on Tuesday.

Vacate
AAggrraa:: Passengers were
asked to get off the Delhi-
bound Taj Express at
Mathura and the train
was searched for two
hours after a false bomb
scare on Independence
Day, officials said on
Tuesday. The train was
coming from Jhansi
Junction Railway Station
and was heading to
Nizamuddin Railway
Station in Delhi.
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Telangana Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao with 
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin

Owaisi and others participates
in a mass recital of the 

national anthem as part of the
two-week Swatantra Bharata

Vajrotsavalu programme, 
in Hyderabad.
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Raipur, Aug 16: 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment on Tuesday an-
nounced a 6 per cent hike
in the dearness allowance
(DA) of state government
employees, raising it to 28
per cent.

The hike will benefit at
least 3.8 lakh state govern-
ment employees, an offi-
cial said.

The order posted by the
Chief Minister Office
(CMO) on its official
Twitter handle stated that
the state government em-
ployees were getting 22 per
cent DA under the 7th Pay
Commission and 174 per
cent under the 6th Pay
Commission since May
this year.

After the revision, 6 per
cent and 15 per cent hikes
have been effected under
the 7th and 6th Pay
Commissions respectively,
the order stated.

The employees will get

28 per cent and 189 per
cent DA from August 1 this
year, it said.

The hike will put an ad-
ditional burden of Rs 2,160
crore per annum on the ex-
chequer, the official said.

A federation of state
government officers and

employees had staged a
five-day strike last month
over their various de-
mands, including a hike in
the DA and house rent al-
lowance (HRA).

The federation had an-
nounced to again go on
strike from August 22 to

raise their demands.
On August 13, a delega-

tion of the Chhattisgarh
Karamchari Adhikari
Mahasangh (CAKM) had
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who had
given his consent to hike
the DA by 6 per cent, offi-
cials said.

The chief minister had
also assured that he would
consider the demand of in-
creasing the HRA on the
basis of the 7th Pay
Commission scale, they
said.

Unsatisfied with the 6
per cent hike, the CAKM's
regional convenor Kamal
Verma said the state em-
ployees had sought 34 per
cent DA and HRA as per
the 7th Pay Commission
scale, but both these de-
mands have not been ful-
filled. Even the 6 per cent
hike has been made effec-
tive from August, when it
should have been given
from July 2020, he said.

"As per our earlier an-
nouncement, we will go on
indefinite strike from
August 22," Verma said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Congress on Tuesday
set up a political affairs
committee in its
Chhattisgarh unit with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and minister T S
Singhdeo among its mem-
bers.

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi has approved the

constitution of the panel,
according to a party state-
ment. AICC in-charge P L

Punia, Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Mohan
Markam, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Shiv Kumar
Dahariya, Amarjeet
Bhagat, Satyanarayan
Sharma, Dhanendra Sahu
and Girish Devangan have
also been named as its mem-
bers. The presidents of the
Mahila Congress, Youth
Congress and NSUI and the
chief organiser of the Seva
Dal will be special invitees
to the committee.

Srinagar, Aug 16 (PTI):

Seven ITBP jawans died
and 32 security personnel
were injured when the bus
in which they were return-
ing from Amarnath Yatra
duty fell into a deep gorge
in the Pahalgam area of
Jammu and Kashmir, a po-
lice official said.

The bus, carrying 37
Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) personnel
and two policemen, was on
its way to the police con-
trol room here from
Chandanwari, he said.

While two ITBP person-
nel died on the spot, five
others succumbed to their
injuries later, the officials

said. The condition of
eight of the injured is stat-
ed to be critical. They have
been evacuated to

Srinagar for specialised
treatment. The remaining
injured are being treated
at the Anantnag district

hospital. Earlier, the offi-
cial had said that one of
the seven deceased was a
policeman.

However, later he said,
"It was a case of mistaken
identity. The two police-
men are undergoing treat-
ment."

President Droupadi
Murmu and Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar condoled the
loss of lives in the acci-
dent. "The tragic loss of
precious lives of ITBP per-
sonnel in the unfortunate
accident at Anantnag,
J&K fills me with sadness.
My heartfelt condolences
for the bereaved families. I
pray for speedy recovery
of the injured," Murmu
tweeted.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Railways conducted
a test run of the 3.5-km-
long freight train, Super
Vasuki, with 295 loaded
wagons carrying over
27,000 tonnes of coal be-
tween Korba in
Chhattisgarh and
Rajnandgaon in Nagpur on
August 15, as part of the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
celebrations.

The train run by the
South East Central Railway
left Korba at 13:50 and took
11.20 hours to cover the dis-
tance of 267 km.

This is the longest and
heaviest freight train ever

run by the Railways, the na-
tional transporter said,

adding the train takes
about four minutes to cross
a station.

The amount of coal car-
ried by Super Vasuki is
enough to fire 3000 MW of
power plant for one full day,
officials said. This is three
times the capacity of exist-
ing railway rakes (90 cars
with 100 tonnes in each)
which carries about 9,000
tonnes of coal in one jour-
ney. The train was formed
by amalgamating five rakes
of goods trains as one unit.

The Railways plans to
use this arrangement
(longer freight trains) more
frequently, especially to
transport coal in peak de-
mand season to prevent
fuel shortages of power sta-
tions, the officials said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The fourth phase of
Central University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
2022 will begin from
Wednesday with nearly 3.6
lakh candidates expected to
appear in the exam.

The exam for additional
11,000 candidates, who were
to appear in the fourth
phase from August 17-20,
has been postponed to
August 30 to accommodate
their choice of city for cen-
tre, officials said.

According to the initial
plan, all phases of the
CUET-UG were scheduled

to conclude on August 20.
The National Testing
Agency (NTA), which is re-
sponsible for conducting
the exam, had later an-
nounced that all phases of
the exam will conclude on
August 28. However, now
the schedule has been fur-
ther deferred and the exam
has been split into six phas-
es. "The exam for over
11,000 candidates, out of
3.72 lakh candidates, has
been postponed to August
30 to accommodate their
choice of city for exam cen-
tre. The NTA has increased
the capacity at centres and
also added more exam cen-
tres, besides making efforts
to ensure the quality of the
centres is enhanced," UGC
Chairman Jagadesh Kumar
had announced.

Chennai, Aug 16 (PTI): 

Over two kg of gold
worth Rs 1.21 crore was
seized from multiple inci-
dents at the airport here
and a passenger arrested
in this connection, the
Customs Department said
on Tuesday.

On Monday, the depart-
ment sleuths confiscated
the yellow metal from an
individual who arrived
here from Colombo. The
passenger concealed the
gold in paste form in his
rectum, a press release
said.

On August 11, the au-
thorities made the seizure
from a checked-in bag-
gage of a passenger on his
arrival from Kuala

Lumpur. Gold chain, re-
furbished phones were
taken away from him, the
release said.

On the same day, gold
ingots were seized from a
person who arrived here
from Bahrain. He had the
precious metal concealed
in his pant pockets.

Passengers having gold
valued over Rs 20 lakh
without proper docu-
ments are arrested while
others with less gold are
warned and let off after
their details are collected,
according to sources in
the Customs.

In all the incidents, 2.62
kg of gold worth Rs 1.21
crore and electronic goods
valued at Rs 90,000 were
seized under relevant sec-
tions of the Customs Act,
the release said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

A dying declaration can
be the sole basis for record-
ing a conviction and a court
is required to examine
whether it is true and reli-
able, the Supreme Court
Tuesday said.

The top court also said
that a court should also ex-
amine whether the dying
declaration has been given
when the deceased was phys-
ically and mentally fit to
make the declaration and
was not under any tutoring
or duress. In case there are

multiple dying declarations
and there are inconsisten-
cies between them, the dying
declaration recorded by the
higher officer like a

Magistrate can be relied
upon, it said. The apex court,
however, said this is with the
condition that there is no cir-
cumstance giving rise to any
suspicion about its truthful-
ness. A bench of Justices B
R Gavai and P S Narasimha
made the observations while
acquitting a man convicted
under Section 304-B (dowry
death) of the Indian Penal
Code. Court is required to
examine as to whether the
dying declaration is true and
reliable; as to whether it has
been recorded by a person at
a time when the deceased

was fit physically and men-
tally to make the declara-
tion; as to whether it has
been made under any tutor-
ing/duress/prompting.

The dying declaration can
be the sole basis for record-
ing conviction and if it is
found reliable and trustwor-
thy, no corroboration is re-
quired. In case there are
multiple dying declarations
and there are inconsisten-
cies between them, the dying
declaration recorded by the
higher officer like a
Magistrate can be relied
upon, the bench said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

With just 17 per cent of
eligible people receiving
the precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines till
August 15, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya appealed to
states on Tuesday to or-
ganise vaccination camps
at public places such as
railway stations, airports
and religious sites to boost
the coverage.

Mandaviya, who inter-
acted with the health min-

isters of states and Union
territories virtually, ad-
vised them to widely publi-
cise the availability of het-
erologous precaution dose
of Corbevax vaccine.

He also urged them to
organise vaccination
camps at public places
such as bus stands, rail-
way stations, airports,
schools/colleges, pilgrim-
age routes and religious
sites to increase the up-
take of precaution dose
among the eligible benefi-
ciaries. The precaution

dose coverage among the
64,89,99,721 eligible popula-
tion was eight per cent till
July 14. On July 15, the
government launched a 75-
day special drive to admin-
ister precaution doses to
all aged 18 years and above
at government vaccina-
tion centres free of cost.

Only 17 per cent --
12,36,03,060 -- of the nearly
74.5 crore eligible individ-
uals have been adminis-
tered precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines till
August 15.

SKM rejects Aug 22
meeting of

Committee on MSP
New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) leaders on Tuesday
opposed the upcoming
meeting of the committee
on Minimum Support
Price (MSP) next week,
calling the panel a farce
and said nothing conclu-
sive will come out of the
talks. The leaders said they
have already rejected the
anti-farmers panel and will
not be attending the
August 22 meeting. SKM is
an umbrella organisation
of over 40 farm unions.

BONANZA FOR STATE GOVT STAFF

Govt hikes DA by 6 %
̈ Hike effective 

from Aug this year The order posted by the Chief Minister Office
(CMO) on its official Twitter handle stated that the
state government employees were getting 22 per cent
DA under the 7th Pay Commission and 174 per cent
under the 6th Pay Commission since May this year.

After the revision, 6 per cent and 15 per cent hikes
have been effected under the 7th and 6th Pay
Commissions respectively, the order stated.The em-
ployees will get 28 per cent and 189 per cent DA from
August 1 this year, it said.

Unsatisfied with the 6 per cent hike, the CAKM's re-
gional convenor Kamal Verma said the state employ-
ees had sought 34 per cent DA and HRA as per the 7th
Pay Commission scale, but both these demands have
not been fulfilled. Even the 6 per cent hike has been
made effective from August, when it should have been
given from July 2020, he said. "As per our earlier an-
nouncement, we will go on indefinite strike from
August 22," Verma said.

What order stated....

Resentment among employees

Cong sets up political affairs committee in Chh’garh
̈ Baghel, Singhdeo

among members AICC in-charge P L Punia,
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee chief
Mohan Markam, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Amarjeet Bhagat,
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Dhanendra Sahu and Girish
Devangan have also been
named as its members. 

Members of committee

Railways conducts test run
of its longest freight train

̈ Carrying 27,000
tonnes of coal A test run was conducted of

the 3.5-km-long freight train,
Super Vasuki, with 295 loaded
wagons  carrying over 27,000
tonnes of coal between Korba
in Chhattisgarh and
Rajnandgaon in Nagpur on
August 15, as part of the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
celebrations. The train run by
the South East Central
Railway left Korba at 13:50
and took 11.20 hours to cover
the distance of 267 km.
This is the longest and heavi-
est freight train ever run by
the Railways, the national
transporter said, adding the
train takes about four minutes
to cross a station.

About the train..
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P Seven killed as bus carrying ITBP

personnel falls into gorge
̈ 32 injured

Rescue work underway after a bus carrying 39 personnel (37 from
ITBP and 2 from J&K Police) skidded off a road down to a riverbed,
near Chandanwari, in Anantnag district of J & K, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on his death anniversary at his memorial Sadaiv Atal, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Fourth phase of
CUET to begin today
̈ Nearly 3.6 lakh

candidates set 
to appear

MAJOR HAUL

Gold worth Rs 1.21 crore seized 
̈ At Chennai airport

‘Court need to examine whether
dying declaration true and reliable’

CENTRE TO STATES

‘Hold vaccination camps for booster
dose at stations, religious sites’
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Grand Janmashtami celebration
at ISKCON temple from 18th

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1166::  A three-day
grand Janmashtami celebration
is going to begin on August 18 at
Radha Ras Bihari Mandir
(ISKCON) at Alomi Nagar
Tatibandh.

Preparations for Janmashtami
celebration was discussed at a
meeting chaired by ISKCON
Festival Committee Chairman
Rajesh Agrawal on the permis-
sion of ISKCON temple Raipur
president HH Sidharth Swami.
ISKOCN temple campaign head
Dilip Kedia and Rajendra Parakh
said that a huge pandal was
being set up at the temple prem-
ises for Janmashtami celebra-
tion. Arrangements of parking
and distribution of ‘Prasadam’
have been made at the venue,
they said. Special attires and
ornaments for the deities Radha
and Krishna have been ordered
from Vrindavan and Mumbai.
Meanwhile various committees
have been constituted under the
direction of festival committee
chairman Rajesh Agrawal for

smooth celebration of
Janmashtami festival.

Various programmes includ-
ing ‘Bal Mahotsav’, fancy dress
competition and devotional
dance completetion will begin at
3 pm on the first day of the cele-
bration on August 18.
Programme convenor Kanchan
Singhania and Sulochana Banka
said that such events were being
organised at ISKCON temple
Tatibandh for the last 21 years.
Sringarmani Shri Lucky Mohanti
ji will present ‘Mangalacharan’,
‘Geeta Govindam
Dashavataram’ Odyssi dance
from 8 pm to 9 pm in the night.
Subsequently ‘Prasadam’ will be
distributed.

PNB displays banner related
to memories of partition

Raipur, Aug 16: On occa-
sion of ‘Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav’ at Punjab
National Bank’s regional
office in Raipur, ‘Partition
Horror Remembrance
Day’, the programme was
held under the aegis of
Regional Head Manoj
Kumar Rai at PNB’s main
branch in Motibagh area
on Tuesday.

On this occasion,
around 50 memories relat-
ed to the ‘Partition’ were
displayed through ban-
ners from Aug 10-14. Along
with this Chief Manager
CK Panda felicitated the
senior citizens. On this oc-
casion, apart from the
staff of PNB’s Regional of-
fice and Raipur office
main Branch and retired
officers were also present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Panda informed that
during the partition of
India, two new nations
came into existence and
this included formation of
India on Aug 14, 1947 and
that of Pakistan on 15 Aug
1947. Due to this partition,
thousands of people were
forced to wander and mi-
grate from one place to an-
other and had to face lots
of miseries and horror. In
this Punjab National
Bank too face the prob-
lems due to partition, be-
cause its head office was
in Lahore and due to parti-
tion, it had to face econom-
ic loss. The ‘Partition
Horror Remembrance
Day’ will motivate all to
remove the poison of ha-
tred, differences and cru-
elty among fellow human
beings and in turn it
would strengthen the
unity, social harmony and
human sentiments, he
added.

COA Core Committee meets for 36th National Game
Raipur, Aug 16:
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association (COA)’s
Core committee meet-
ing was held under the
chairmanship of COA
Vice President Vinod
Chandrakar here to dis-
cuss the preparation of
the Chhattisgarh team
for the forthcoming 36th
National Games to be
held in Gujarat from
September 27.

COA Vice President
GS Bhambra, General
Secretary Gurucharn
Singh Hora, Akhil
Dhagad, Sanjay Mishra
and Atul Shukla were
present during the
meeting held here.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the COA Vice
President Vinod
Chandrakar stressed on
the need for imparting
quality training and fa-
cilities to the players so
that they can contest the
sporting event and

bring medals for Chhattisgarh.

Vijender buoyed confidence

ahead of The Jungle Rumble

Raipur, Aug 16: Ace
Indian Boxer and Olympic
medalist Vijender Singh
on Tuesday buoyed confi-
dence to improve his per-
formance against his

Ghana counterpart Eliasu
Sulley in a high-intense
professional boxing bout
to be held on Wednesday
evening at Balbir Juneja
Indoor Stadium here.

Vijender made the above
statement during the
weigh-in ceremony ahead
of the August 17 clash. He
claimed that he has im-
proved his skills with his
team and stated that hard
work would help him to
overcome the challenge
against his opponent.

The event would also
feature eight young and
talented Indian boxers
proving their mettle prior
to the main bout on
Wednesday evening. The
clash given the name The
Jungle-Rumble has been
able to draw major re-
sponse and has created en-
thusiasm. Vijender said
that all amateur boxers
from Chhattisgarh have
been invited as special
guest to motivate them
further for the boxing
event.

Chief Comm IT hoist national flag

Raipur, Aug 16: 76th
Independence Day was cel-
ebrated by the Income-tax
department in which mem-
bers of Income Tax Bar
Association (ITBA) were
invited and joined. Flag
hoisting was done by Chief
Commissioner of Income-
tax, Chhattisgarh and he
delivered a speech regard-
ing the history of the
Indian flag and National
Anthem.

Many past presidents,
governing board and other
members were present on
this occasion. The past
presidents included, CA B.
Subramaniam; CA Sunil
Agrawal; Adv. Pradeep
Verma; CA Rajesh

Agrawal; President CA
Sakshi Gopal Agarwal;
Vice President: CA
Siddharth Jain; Treasurer:
CA Pawan Agrawal;
Secretary: CA Praveen

Jain; Join Secretary: Adv.
Nikhil Agrawal; Executive
members: CA Vikram
Bindal, CA Deepak Rathi;
Members: CA Amitabh
Dubey.

Chhattisgarh MLAs to study liquor ban in other states

Raipur, Aug 16: A team of
MLAs from Chhattisgarh
will go to study models of
liquor ban in other states.
To this end Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh have been
finalised for visit. A simi-
lar study is to be done in a
tribal-dominated state too,
but its name is yet to be de-
cided. The study team will
leave on this tour from
September 11. However, it
depends on when the con-
cerned state government
gives permission for the
tour.

Congress had promised
complete ban on liquor in

its 2018 election manifesto.
Later it formed two com-
mittees-one comprising
heads of different societies
and another comprising
MLAs from Congress and
BSP. BJP and Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh re-
fused to come to this com-
mittee. The chairman of
the committee of MLAs
Satyanarayan Sharma
held a meeting on Tuesday.

It has been said that a
team will be constituted to
study the necessary prepa-
rations to be made for com-
plete ban on liquor. The
study team will prepare a
report after conducting a
study tour of other states
where complete ban is cur-
rently in force, states
where complete ban was in
force, but later the sale of
liquor was resumed and a
ST dominated state of the

country. For this, permis-
sion will be sought by cor-
respondence with the con-
cerned states.

On receipt of permis-
sion, a program for study
tour will be prepared. This
was the third meeting of
the committee. Committee
chairman Satyanarayan
Sharma told the commit-
tee that the BJP and Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh
have refused to be a part of
the committee in writing.
Parliamentary Secretary
Rashmi Singh, Shishupal
Sori, Kunwar Singh
Nishad, MLA Keshav
Chandra, North Jangde,
Sangeeta Sinha,
Dwarkadhish Yadav,
Dhaneshwar Sahu and
Purushottam Kanwar and
officials of the Excise
Department were present
in the meeting.

Govt wants to end democracy
in co-operative sector: BJP

Raipur, Aug 16: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday alleged that the
ruling Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh has
proposed an amendment in
the Co-operative Law which
would end the democracy
in the co-op sector.

Addressing a joint press
conference at party office
situated at Ekatma Parishr,
the BJP Legislators Ajay
Chandrakar and
Brijmohan Agrawal said
that they would approach
Governor requesting her to
not give her consent to the
proposed amendment in the
Co-operative Law as it
would spoil the co-operative

sector.
Chandrakar said that the

Congress government
wants to nominate the
Congmen into various co-
operative societies to estab-
lish control over the co-op-
erative institutions. He said
that BJP would fight the
battle to save the co-opera-
tive system in
Chhattisgarh.

BJP Legislator
Brijmohan Agrawal alleged
that the Congress govern-
ment wants to end the elec-
toral rights of people as it is
apprehensive over poll vic-
tory. He further added that
the government is afraid of
public sentiment against
the recent formation of five
new Districts as no official
declarations were made for
these new districts to un-
furl the tri-colour on the oc-
casion of Independence
Day function.

Awareness necessary to prevent
cyber crime: Home Minister 

Raipur, Aug 16: The
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that although internet
made life easy, it brought
many problems. Vigilance
and awareness is the best
way to avoid the hoax of
cyber criminals on the
Internet, he said while ad-
dressing the launch func-

tion of awareness cam-
paign named “Suno
Raipur” for prevention of
cyber crimes at Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay
Auditorium here today.

Raipur Police is cele-
brating Cyber
??Awareness Week from
August 15 to August 21 to
make people aware of
cyber crime and to prevent
cyber crime.
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, ADG
Planning and
Management of Home
Department Pradeep
Gupta, Raipur Range IG
Police Badrinarayan
Meena, Senior

Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal and
many senior officers were
present in the program.

Sahu further said that
any person aware of cyber
crime should create
awareness on other person
in order to ensure its com-
plete prevention.
According to him aware-
ness of the general public
will help police to curb
cyber crime. Sahu also re-
leased the booklet and CD
prepared by Raipur Police
to make people aware
about cyber crime.

Raipur Police is cele-
brating Cyber
??Awareness Week in the

name of Suno Raipur on
the occasion of 15th
August Independence Day.
Its main objective is to cre-
ate awareness among all
sections of people includ-
ing minors, youth and eld-
erly people in urban and
rural areas. In this cam-
paign, efforts will be made
to make people aware
against cyber crime
through videos, short
films.

Raipur Police will also
alert people about online
frauds and other online
crimes like lottery lure
and prize money through
SMS and internet media
platforms. Raipur Police is
taking the help of 400 vol-
unteers to make people
aware of cyber crimes.
These volunteers will
work closely with the po-
lice and will go to all gov-
ernment-government of-
fices and inform people
about how to avoid cyber
crime. The police team
will also include cyber ex-
perts, payment gateways
and officials of banks in
this campaign to make
people aware.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has extended
greetings and best
wishes to the people of
the state, especially all
the mothers on the
auspicious occasion of
‘ H a l s h a s h t i ’
(Kamarchhath).

He has said that the
festival is celebrated
as the birth anniver-
sary of Lord
Krishna’s elder broth-
er Balramji. In
Chhattisgarh, this fes-
tival is celebrated as
‘Kamarchhath’. On
this day, ‘Sagri’ is

made in the form of a
pond in homes and
temples.

Women gather and
offer prayers to Lord
Shiva and ‘Sagri’ by
offering pasar rice,
Kashi flowers, Mahua
leaves, and Lai.

On this day, women
observe a fast and
pray for the good
health, long life, and
prosperity of their
children.

The Chief Minister
has prayed that the
wishes of all the moth-
ers come true, and
that their children re-
main healthy and
happy.

CM Baghel hoisted the national
flag at his residence 

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
hoisted the national flag on
Monday morning at his res-
idence premises here on the
occasion of Independence
Day. He extended his greet-
ings and best wishes to
everyone on this monumen-
tal occasion. Chief
Minister’s Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Chief Minister’s

Secretariat Secretary
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Energy
Department Secretary
Ankit Anand along with
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.
The Chief Minister also in-
teracted with the kids of of-
ficials and employees and
wished them a very Happy
Independence Day.

Central govt failed to provide
security to Kashmiri Pandits: CM 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: The
killing of a person from
the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity in Shopian,
Jammu and Kashmir has
sparked off outrage across
the country. Condemning
this killing Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel blamed the central
government for failing to
provide security to the
Pandits and laborers from
other states. Their securi-
ty should be reviewed
again, he said.

Talking to the media at
Circuit House in Raipur,

Baghel strongly con-
demned the incident in
Kashmir. He said that this
type of incident should be
stopped. Kashmiri
Pandits are not safe there,
he said, adding that in the
past also, Kashmiri

Pandits, employees and
people who had gone from
other states had demon-
strated in Jammu. The
central government is not
able to give them security,
he said, adding that their
security should be re-
viewed again.

It should be ensured
that all citizens and em-
ployees are safe in Jammu
and Kashmir, he said

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has been
openly opposing the cur-
rent Kashmir policy of the
central government. He
also opposed changing the
status of Kashmir.

‘LARGEST TIRANGA’

Members of ‘Nav Srijan Manch’ took out ‘Tiranga Yatra’ with longest national flag of
500 mts and it was centre of attraction for all in city here on Tuesday.

Launches ‘Suno
Raipur Abhiyan’

Cyber Awareness
Week organized by
Raipur Police from
15th to 21st August

Legislators alleged
move to amend the
Co-operative Law
would end democracy

Decision to visit
Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh and a trib-
al-dominated state
from Sept 11

p ITBA members 
also invited

CM extends greetings
on Halshashti

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1166::  Chhattisgarh
Squash Association (CSA) on
Tuesday announced the team
for the 36th National Games to
be held in Gujarat from
September 27 to October 10.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement issued
here, the Raipur District
Squash Association President
Manoj Kumar Agrawal said
that Vansh Chandrakr, Malay
Rathore, Kartik Soni and

Keshav Kumar Jalkshatriya
would be represent Men’ team
in the National Games whereas
Anchita Banjerjee, Nidhi
Dewangan, Ananya Pandey
and Prerna Rajput would be
representing Chhattisgarh
Women’s team in the mega
event. CSA President Dr
Vishnu Kumar Shrivastava and
other office-bearers were
present during the selection
trials held at Squash complex.

Chh’garh Squash team announced

for 36th National Games

On occasion of
Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav at PNB
main branch
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Bhilai, Aug 16: 

The State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
rescued 25 people includ-
ing a newborn baby in
Durg District who were
trapped in low lying areas
on the banks of flooded
River Sheonath. Due to the
release of water from vari-
ous reservoirs, the River
Sheonath is flowing almost
above 10 feet of the danger
mark. After several years,
many localities of Durg
City are facing the flood
disaster. Road connectivity
of Durg to Rajnandgaon
has been disrupted due to
flooded Pulgaon Nullah as
well as River Sheonath.

Road connectivity with
more than three dozen vil-
lages is disrupted. Water is
flowing in reverse direc-
tion in Pulgaon Nullah and
other nullahs connected to
Sheonath. The colonies
and villages located in the
vicinity of three kilome-
tres from Sheonath are
flooded. People are being
shifted to safer places. The
next 24 to 36 hours are very
critical for the district. The
entire administration is on

high alert. According to in-
formation, about 33200
cusec water has been re-
leased in the flooded
Sheonath River which was
flowing above the danger
mark. After the release of
water, the water level has
risen to 10 feet above the
danger mark. 12000 cusec
water was released from
Tandula reservoir; 9000
cusec from Kharkhara
reservoir; 8000 cusec from
Mongra reservoir; 1200

cusec from Ghumariya
and 3000 cusec of water
was released from
Sukhanullah which

caused a dangerous in-
crease in water level.
Brick kilns, fields, veg-
etable gardens and several

villages are facing flood
like situations. The admin-
istration is on alert mode
to assist the people in dis-
tress. In Durg city, hun-
dreds of families have
been shifted to relief
camps. As the downpour
continued, SDRF rescued
25 people including a new-
born baby who were
trapped in village Albaras.
Immediately after getting
information, SDRF team
reached the spot and res-

cued all the stranded peo-
ple. With arduous efforts,
SDRF successfully rescued
all the people stranded in
floods. The emergency
services are on alert mode
to ensure that no untoward
incident occurs and assis-
tance reaches the affected
people in time. After the re-
lease of water from dams,
the water level in
Sheonath is rising continu-
ously. Water is running
above the end points of

Pulgaon Bridge as well as
Sheonath bridge. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena conducted inspec-
tion of the affected areas
and interacted with the
people.

He inspected the villages
like Bharda, Albaras and
other villages and dis-
cussed with the villagers.
Collector also visited the
school at Bharda where
some flood affected people
are staying. About 40 peo-
ple stranded in flood have
been shifted to the relief
camp at Bharda School.
The Collector asked the
SDM to continuously mon-
itor the flood situation and
make complete arrange-
ments for the people affect-
ed by the disaster. He asked
to keep a constant watch
on the situation and keep
the Home Guard personnel
ready to tackle any emer-
gency.

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1166:: The jawans and
officers of the Frontier
Headquarters and Regional
Headquarters of BSF located at
Bhilai celebrated 75th anniver-
sary of Independence Day with
enthusiasm. On the occasion,
Inspector General of Border
Security Force, Chhattisgarh,
Indraj Singh hoisted the
national flag at BSF
Headquarters in Risali. He con-
gratulated all the BSF jawans,
officers and their families on
Independence Day. On the
occasion of Independence Day
this year, Government of India
has honored Inspector General
Indraj Singh (BSF, Special
Operations, CG) with the
President Police Medal for
Distinguished Service. 19
jawans of the force have also
been awarded the Police Medal
for Gallantry. The gallantry
medal recipients include nine
jawans of Frontier
Headquarters (Special
Operations, CG) who displayed
indomitable courage and brav-
ery in the Naxalite encounter in
2019. Inspector General Indraj
Singh extended warm greet-
ings and best wishes to all the
jawans who received the Police
Medal. BSF has been deployed
in counter insurgency opera-
tions in Kanker district of
Chhattisgarh since the year
2009. After its deployment, BSF
managed to eliminate the ter-
ror of Naxalites and succeeded
in creating a sense of security
among locals. So far, BSF
played an important role in

persuading 105 Hardcore
Naxalites to surrender while
the force gunned down nine
naxalites. BSF also recovered
more than 542 IEDs
(Improvised Explosive
Devices). Border Security
Force personnel are perform-
ing their duty in very difficult
conditions in the remote areas
with commitment and bravery.
Today the Border Security
Force has emerged as a presti-
gious force among the people.

Along with taking action
against the Naxalites in Kanker
district, the Border Security
Force is fulfilling its responsi-
bilities towards the society.
BSF is providing necessary
items, free medical facilities,
skills development training to
unemployed youth, arranging
tour of tribal youth to other
states under the Tribal Youth
Exchange Program, etc.

Like every year, tree planta-
tion program is being carried
out with great enthusiasm for
the protection of the environ-
ment in the area of BSF’s

deployment in Chhattisgarh. In
order to keep the environment
green and clean, so far 98,487
shady and fruit-bearing trees
have been planted by the
Border Security Force. This
campaign was started from the
month of June and will contin-
ue till the entire rainy season.

Revti Devi
Belchandan 

B h i l a i :

Senior mem-
ber of
G a y a t r i
P a r i w a r ,
Revti Devi
Belchandan,
wife of Late

Krishan Kumar
Belchandan, left for heav-
enly abode at the age of 78
years on August 15.
Funeral procession was
taken out from her resi-
dence situated at MIG-
1/934, Hudco and last rites
of the mortal remains
were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham.
She was the mother of
Pranil, Anil and Sunil
Belchandan.

Parmanand
Pandey 

B h i l a i :

Retired BSP
e m p l o y e e
Par manand
P a n d e y
breathed last
at the age of
69 years on

August 15. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out from
his residence situated at 5-
B, Avenue-B, Sector 01 on
Aug 17 around 11:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of
Rajkumar Pandey and
Geeta Pandey.

Bhilai, Aug 16: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation celebrated
the Independence Day
with patriotic fervour at
its Headquarters, Shaheed
Uadyaan as well as all the
zone offices. Mayor Neeraj
Pal unfurled the tricolour
at BMC headquarters
while MLA Devendra
Yadav hoisted the national
flag at Shaheed Udyan.
The gathering paid hom-
age to Martyr Lt Col Kapil
Dev Pandey and honoured
his family members.
Dignitaries from different
fields were also honoured
during the programme.
The entire atmosphere in
the Shaheed Udyaan was
filled with patriotism.

After hoisting the na-
tional flag at BMC
Headquarters, Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar honoured the
officials for their apprecia-
ble works. Thereafter,
Mayor and Commissioner
accompanied by other offi-
cials reached Shaheed
Udyan in Sector 5 where
Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav hoisted
the national flag. The en-
tire Shaheed Udyan was
decorated in tricolour and
patriotic songs were
played on loud speakers.

On the occasion of
Independence Day, MLA
Devendra Yadav and

Mayor Neeraj Pal hon-
oured dignitaries from dif-
ferent fields who have
made the city proud. The
first honour was given to
the family of Martyr Lt
Col Kapil Dev Pandey. His
mother Kusum Pandey
and sister Bhavana
Pandey (senior journalist)
were present on the occa-
sion. CommonWealth
Games Silver medallist
Akarshi Kashyap received
Sarvottkrisht Samman.
Life Time Achievement
Award was given to Bashir
Ahmed Khan for his work

in the field of sports, NK
Banchore was honoured
for making Bhilai proud
by becoming the President
of SEFI for three consecu-
tive terms, Urmila Ojha,
Administrative Officer,
Tribal Welfare Center was
honoured for her works in
the field of women uplift-
ment; Tanay Jain, Kritika
Jain and Raksha Jain
were honoured for donat-
ing their piggy bank sav-
ings for relief of arson vic-
tims; Khushi Gupta was
awarded cash prize of Rs
51000/- for designing
logo/mono for Municipal
Corporation, Bhilai. MS
Tripathy and Father Raju
Thomas were honoured
from the field of educa-
tion; Prabhanjay
Chaturvedi and Rakhi Roy
for their outstanding work
in the field of dance and
music; Amit Raj, Dimple
Kaur and Red Drop
Friends Club for social
service; Pradeep Sharma
and Jageshwari Meshram

for their excellent work in
the field of folk art. Other
dignitaries honoured on
the occasion are Premraj
Jachak (Table Tennis
International Judge and
Coach), Juhi Devangan
(International Badminton
Player); Neha Karva
(International Basketball
Player); Dr Nalini and DP
Deshmukh for outstand-
ing work in the field of lit-
erature; Pesha-e-Imam
Ajmaluddin Haider and
BK Asha Behen for doing
excellent work in the field
of spirituality; Vijay
Gupta, S Swaminathan
and Lata Shah for doing
excellent work in the field
of industry, Dr Rajeev Pal,
Dr Vijaya Wakodkar and
Dr Sanjeev Kumar Issar
for their excellent work in
medical field; NK Tank
and Ruchi Seth for out-
standing work in the field
of professional;
Jageshwar and Prem
Anand Rao were hon-
oured for doing excellent

work in the field of envi-
ronment.

MLA Devendra Yadav
said that they have tried
to honour the people who
have brought laurels to
the city. He congratulated
and wished all the people
of Bhilai a very Happy
Independence Day. Mayor
Neeraj Pal said on the oc-
casion of Independence
Day the officers/employ-
ees of Municipal
Corporation Bhilai have
earned many awards by
doing excellent work. We
can try even better to take
the name of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation to
new heights. At Shaheed
Udyan, he said that we
have made a small effort
to give respect to those
who glorified the name of
Bhilai city and added that
they will continue to hon-
our such people in future
as well. Various patriot
programmes were staged
in Shaheed Udyan. RJ
Animesh compeered the
programme.

On the occasion of
Independence Day, BMC
had decorated the
squares, offices, build-
ings, Shaheed Park and
other places with tri-
colour. A large number of
people visited the
Shaheed Park to witness
the biggest statue of
Shaheed e Azam Bhagat
Singh and the large na-
tional flag.

Bhilai, Aug 16: The main
flag hoisting ceremony of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was organised at Ispat
Bhavan. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) hoisted the flag at
Ispat bhavan at 09:00 hrs.
Chief Guest Dasgupta
gave the Independence
Day message and CISF
jawans accorded the
Guard of Honour to him.
Colourful balloons were
also let off into the sky.

Anirban Dasgupta in
his address said that
India’s 75th Independence
year is being celebrated as
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. Bhilai Steel
Plant is also enthusiasti-
cally taking part in this
campaign of ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ under the banner
of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. The National
Flag is being hoisted at
Bhilai everywhere along
with the entire Nation. “I
congratulate all of you
and your family members
on the occasion of
‘Independence day’. I dedi-
cate this Independence
day to the freedom fight-
ers, men and women who
made numerous sacrifices
who made India an
Independent country,” he
said. Bhilai Steel Plant is
contributing in the na-
tion’s development, being
a partner in ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ and ‘Make in
India’ campaigns, he
added.

Students from 13 BSP
schools took out mobile
tableaus on different
themes related to the
Freedom struggle. The
tableaus by Education de-
partment were widely ap-
preciated by Director I/c
(BSP) and Executive
Directors. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) congratulated SK
Bajpai, CISF
Commandant, who got the
President’s medal for
Meritorious service and
Savita Dhapwal from
Education department for
successfully completing
the Fit @ 50 Trans-
Himalayan trek.

AK Singh, ED (Works),
ISP, KK Singh, ED I/c (P &
A), AK Bhatta, ED(MM),
AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Tapan Sutradhar,
ED (Mines & Rowghat),
MM Gadre, ED (P & A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), DN Karan,
Acting ED (F & A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO
Incharge (M & HS) were
present as Special Guests
on the occasion.

Flag hoisting was done
to mark Independence Day
by Triparna Dasgupta,
President, Bhilai Mahila
Samaj at JLN Hospital and
RC. Saplings were also

planted by members of
Bhilai Mahila Samaj to
mark the occasion.
Felicitation of Doctors,
Para medical staff and
others was also done for
their contribution during
the COVID pandemic.

Flag hoisting was done
to mark Independence Day
at major locations of the
Plant. Flag hoisting was
done by KK Singh, ED I/c
(P & A), Refractory Store
by AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
at Sanyantra bhavan,
Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines & Rowghat) at CEZ
complex, S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects) at Expansion
building, MM Gadre, ED
(P & A) at Township build-
ing and DN Karan, Actg
ED (F & A) at Sector 04.
HoD’s hoisted the flag at
different departments of
the Plant while Presidents
of respective Clubs hoist-
ed the flag at Ispat Clubs.

Roads, chowks and
buildings of Bhilai
Township were decorated
by Township department
to mark Independence Day
and ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. Hoardings,
Banners, pole boards were
placed in the Township to
spread the message of
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’.
Attractive Selfie points to
promote clicking Selfies
with the Tricolour were
setup at Ispat bhavan and
Kala Mandir.

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1155::  

On the occasion of the 75th
anniversary of Independence Day,
the national flag was hoisted by
Chief Guest Ravindra Choubey,
Agriculture Minister at Police
Parade Ground in Durg district.
Forty martyrs’ families were hon-
oured with citations and shawls.
Out of the 40 martyr families, nine
are from Indian Army, one from Air
Force, one from CRPF, five from
STF, 13 from District Police Force
and 11 from Chhattisgarh Armed
Force. Along with this, 70 officers
and employees of various depart-
ments were honoured for their
excellent works. This year people
also hoisted the tricolor in their
homes. Akarshi Kashyap, who left
her indelible mark in the sports
world, was also honoured. She
won a silver medal in the
Commonwealth Games.

Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey was the chief guest of
the district level programme held
at Police Lines in Durg. After
unfurling the tricolour, Choubey
read out the message of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel to the
general public and also gave the
message of unity and integrity. He
mentioned about the inclusive
policies in which village, city, soci-
ety, culture and modernity are

amalgamated. He released white,
green and orange colored balloons
in the sky. Ten platoons presented
an attractive march past amidst
rains. The platoons of
Chhattisgarh Armed Force (Men),
District Police Force (Men),
District Police Force (Women),
Home Guards (Men), Home
Guards (Women), NCC Senior
Division (Boys), NCC Senior
Division (Girls), NCC Junior
Division (Girls), etc.

MLA Arun Vora, Mayor Durg
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev Kavre,
Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, Durg Municipal
Corporation Commissioner

Prakash Kumar Surve, Bhilai
Corporation Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava attended the
Independence Day function.
District Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan, Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi Sahu, Additional
Collector Arvind Ekka, Joint
Collector Praveen Verma, SDM
Mukesh Rawate and other offi-
cers/employees of district and
police administration were pres-
ent.

Families of 40 martyrs were
honored on the occasion of
Independence Day. They are
Martyr Kaushal Yadav from Indian
Army, Martyr Hiradhar Prasad
Thakur, Martyr Durvasalal Nishad,
Martyr Lieutenant Colonel Kapil
Dev Pandey, Martyr Surjit Singh,
Martyr Chumman Yadav, Martyr
Yuvraj Singh, Martyr Rajeshwar
Manjhi, Martyr D Rajarao, Martyr
Suresh Mishra, Martyr Gendlal
Gawde, Martyr Siyaram Singh,
Martyr Obedan Tirkey from Air
Force, Martyr Manoj Singh, Martyr
Adesh Pal, Martyr Narayan Singh
Dhruv, Martyr Dalbahadur, Martyr
Kiran Deshmukh, Martyr
Mahendra Pratap Singh Yadav,
Martyr Yogendra Singh, Martyr
Som Bahadur Thapa, Martyr
Prafulla Shukla, Martyr Sunderlal
Choudhary, Shaheed Ram Bhawan
Patel, Martyr Sanjay Rai, Martyr
Mahulal, Martyr Shankar Rao,
Martyr Ram Kumar Patel, Martyr
Kishan Churendra, Martyr Nazir
Baksh, Martyr Brijesh Singh,
Shaheed Harendra Singh, Martyr
Rajinikanth Singh, Martyr Amit
Kumar Nayak, Martyr Tarun
Deshmukh, Martyr Belsazar
Tirkey, Martyr Vishram Manjhi,
Martyr Ajay Sharma, Martyr
Manoj Verma and Martyr Than
Singh Thakur.

Water released from reservoirs triggers flood in Durg
Road connectivity disrupted with dozens of villages

 SDRF rescues 
25 people including
a newborn 
stranded in floods

Anirban hoists National flag on 75th Independence DayBSF celebrates 76th Independence
Day with enthusiasm

BSF wins the 

honour of best

marching contingent

The marching contingent of
Border Security Force
(Special Operations, CG)
bagged the top position
among central police forces
with its excellent turn out
and well synchronised and
smart march at the state
level Independence Day cel-
ebration held at Police
Parade Ground Raipur. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
gave away the trophy to the
contingent commander. BSF
- IG Indraj Singh congratu-
lated the jawans and officers
of the winning contingent.

Obituary 

BMC celebrates Independence Day with patriotic fervour 

 Family of Martyr Lt Col Kapil Dev Pandey honoured 

Choubey unfurls tricolour; 
honours the families of martyrs
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Bilaspur, Aug16:

The 76th Independence
Day of the country was
celebrated as Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahoschav at
NTPC Lara with patriotic
fervour and zeal. Diwakar
Kaushik, Chief General
Manager (NTPC Lara)
hoisted national flag at
Dhyanchand stadium and
exchange salute with
CISF personnel and secu-
rity guard.

Addressing the employ-
ees at Tarang auditorium
Kaushik reiterated coun-
try’s faith on NTPC as an
independent power major
for accelerating country’s
growth momentum by
providing affordable
power for all.

In his speech Kaushik
remembered NTPC’s first
quarter performance
which is 21.7 percent

higher than the last year
corresponding quarter.
He also elaborated
NTPC’s future plan about
being a 130-gigawatt com-
pany by the year 2032
with more emphasis on
renewable energy which
will be 30 percent of total
capacity.

Speaking about Lara
station performance Shri
Kaushik said day by day
Lara station performance
is increasing which is a
very good sign for a new
station like Lara.

In FY- 2022-23 Lars sta-
tion generated 4421.47
million units with 85.93
which is 4.84 percent
higher than previous
year. Besides generation
shri Kaushik gave impor-
tance to carry out more
and more CSR work in
the surrounding villages.
On this occasion employ-

ees those rendered exem-
plary work in their re-
spective fields were
awarded with BUH meri-
torious award and appre-
ciation letter from Head
of the project.

Under CSR, NTPC Lara
has planned to utilize the
used ash filter bags for
making of bag by the help
of women’s self help
group and those bags will
be sold in open market to
give the rural ladies as
source of income. Under
this initiative Chaya self
help group has shown in-
terest to carry out this
pilot project after success-
ful implementation more
and more self-help groups
will be included for this
work. In the morning
hour Akhilesh Singh, GM
(Operation and
Maintenance) hoisted na-
tional flag in the plant

premises and addressed
the employees. In another
programe children of Bal
Bhavan and
Steppingstone school
hoisted national flag in-
side Maitree Nagar town-
ship.

Under Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign all em-
ployees and associates
hoisted national flag in
their homes and to help
the villagers NTPC in as-
sociation with CISF dis-
tributed national flag to
commemorate the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahoschav in a
grand manner.

On this occasion all
GMs, senior employees,
representatives of union
and association, office
bearers and member of
Prerita Mhaila Samiti,
employees, CISF person-
nel and villagers were
present.

76th Independence Day 
celebrated at NTPC Lara

Bharni, Aug 16: 

The Independence Day
was celebrated at St.
Xavier’s High School
Bharni in a befitting
manner. The school build-
ing was decorated with
flags and flowers on the
occasion.

The program com-
menced at 9 a.m. with the
welcome of our honor-
able Chief Guest Surya
Prakash Sahu- Scientific
Officer Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre and Dr.
G. S. Pattnaik Managing
Director, St. Xavier’s
Chain of Schools.

The students, teachers
and the guardians partici-
pated in the auspicious
occasion. A parade was
organized which was led
by NCC Cadets.

After the parade was
over Chief Guest and
other dignitaries un-
furled the flag together.
As soon as the flag was

hoisted everyone sang the
national anthem. This
year one of the former
student named Surya
Prakash Sahu, Junior
Scientific Researcher at
BARC was the chief
guest. After that different

types of programmes
were presented by the stu-
dent. J.S. Hundal, princi-
pal of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni filled the
patriotic fervour among
spectators with his ad-
dress.

Dr. G.S. Patnaik con-
gratulated all the stu-
dents, parents and staff
on the occasion of the
Independence Day
Celebration. The Chief
Guest Surya Prakash
Sahu motivated the stu-
dents to be honest and
hardworking to serve the
nation.

This was followed by a
prize distribution pro-
gramme for the students
who proved their excel-
lency in various activi-
ties. A felicitation cere-
mony was also conducted
for the senior students.

Near about 1000 stu-
dents along with all the
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff were present to
experience the day. Thus,
the function of the red-
letter day came to an end
with a closing song and
vote of thanks to the
chair. Sweets were dis-
tributed among the stu-
dents and the spectators.

St. Xavier’s Bharni Celebrates
76th Independence Day

Konta, Aug 16: 

On auspicious occasion
of “76th Independence
Day” , DIG of Police
(Operations) Range Konta
and 217th CRPF jointly
hoisted the national flag in
the premises of 217th
Headquarters Konta. The
day was celebrated with
great pomp.

Chief guest Rajiv
Kumar Thakur (DIG)
hoisted the national flag

with the salute. The Chief
Guest addressed the sol-
diers present about the im-
portance of Independence
Day and “Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” and “Har Ghar
Tricolor” and also narrat-
ed the names of the recipi-
ents of various types of
medals announced by the
Central Government and
gave strength to all the sol-
diers present.

On this occasion Ashok
Kumar, (Command 217th

CRPF), Bhavani Pratap
Yadav, (Second
Commanding Officer,
Administration), Amit
Kumar Saxena (Second
Commanding Officer, Staff
Officer), Kul Bahadur
Thapa (Deputy
Commandant), Pratha
Sarathi Sahu, (Deputy
Commandant), Yagya
Kumar Singh, (Deputy
Commandant), officers,
subordinate officers and
soldiers also participated.

76th Independence Day 
celebrated with great fanfare 

At CRPF 217th Hq’s Konta premises

Jagdalpur Aug 16:

The 75th Independence
Day in Bastar district was
celebrated with patriotic
fervour.

The main programme
was organised at Lalbagh
Parade ground on Monday
and the chief guest was
Parliamentary Secretary of
Tribal Welfare and School
Education Dwarkadhish
Yadav. He hoisted the na-
tional flag and took salute
of the parade. In this proga-

rmme he read out the mes-
sage of CM Bhupesh
Baghel. During this
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade, IG POlice
Sundarraj P., Collector
Chandan Kumar and SSP
Jitendra Meena were pres-
ent.

SAGEMS and NCC
Platoon gets first prize:

In the parade on occasion
of I-Day on occasion of 75th
anniversary of
Independence, it was led by
Commander DIG Lalita

Mehar and Parade 2 IC Dy.
Inspector Guneshwari
Nareti and they performed
an attractive march-past on
Band with total 11 Platoons
led by them.

SAGEMS Dharampura
NCC Platoon secured the
first prize, 241 Bastaria
Battalion of Sedawa of
CRPF got the second prize
and Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces 5th Battalion got the
third prize. On this occa-
sion a total of 106 officers
and employees and work-

ers of NGOs were also felic-
itated. In this programme,
Mayor Safira Sahu,
Speaker Kavita Sahu,
Padam Shri recipient
Dharmpal Saini, Vice
Chancellor SK Singh, CCF
Mohammed Shahid, BSF
senior officers, CEO
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas, DFL DP Sahu,
Director Kanger Valley
National Park
Dhammasheel Ganwir and
other noted citizens and of-
ficers were present.

Attractive march-past mark I-Day
In Jagdalpur

Baikunthpur, Aug 16:

The New Life Institute
of Nursing Baikunthpur
run by the ‘New Life’
Health and Education
Society hoisted the na-
tional flag on occasion of
Independence Day here
on Monday.

This year in view of
Covid-19 pandemic, the
I-Day was celebrated ad-
hering to CAB as per
health department’s and
Centre’s guidelines and
so the number of pro-
grammes were cur-
tailed.

The chief guest at the
flag hoisting ceremony
was Dr Rakesh Kumar

Sharam and Dr Prince
Jaiswal. The pro-
gramme began with
prayers to Goddess
Saraswati, Bharat Mata
and to the Father of
Nation and by lighting
the traditional lamp.

It was in the presence
of the Chief Guest and
others, the national song
was presented and at the
conclusion the Chief
Guest RK Sharma and
Dr Prince Jaiswal ad-
dressed the gathering.
On this occasion
Principal of Institute,
staff of Nursing
Institute and students
were present in large
number.

I-Day celebrated at ‘New
Life’ Institute of Nursing

Bacheli, Aug 16:

On 16th August 2022, a
workshop was conducted
at DAV Public School with
the aim of providing effi-
ciency to the teachers in
teaching work through
smart board.

It is worth mentioning
that keeping in mind the
need of education through

the media of communica-
tion in the present times,
six smart boards have
been provided by the
NMDC Management,
Bacheli. This workshop
was organized with the
aim of updating the teach-
ers with the smart tech-
nologies.

The Principal Dr.
Chetna Sharma and her

team expressed their sin-
cere gratitude towards the
management for the time-
ly support and motivation.
The Computer teacher Mr.
Brijesh Kesharwani took
the whole session and gave
the necessary information
to update oneself in the
present time and
quenched the queries of
the teachers.

Bilaspur, Aug 16: 

The 75th Independence
Day brought a colourful
morning as this year the
tri-colour could be sight-
ed in every nook and cor-
ner. In Brilliant Public
School, Mission Campus
this extremely auspi-
cious day started with
immense pleasure as the
Head Boy Master
Pratyush Shenghale and
the Head Girl Miss
Anubhuti  Shrivastava
marched forward to es-
cort the Chief Guest Dr.
Ankit Thakral, an
MBBS, MS (ENT), a
renowned Head and

Neck Surgeon, the
Director of Unity
Hospital.

After the flag hoisting
ceremony, it was followed
by National Anthem. The
portraits of freedom
fighters were garlanded
by honourable Chief
Guest along with respect-
ed Principal Sangeeta
Mishra, Vice Principal
Nandita Chatterjee and
Coordinator Seema
Agrawal. The teachers
sang a patriotic song
with great melody to en-
hance the essence of
pride in every heart.

Cultural programmes
were presented by the

students including dance
on the theme of unity in
diversity, song was a
soothing melody to the
ears.Chief guest Dr.
Ankit Thakral asked the
students to follow their
goals with complete
focus and honesty , giv-
ing their hundred per-
cent without any short-
cuts and appreciated the
participants with loud
applaud. Lastly the head
girl of the School,
Anubhuti Shrivastava
presented vote of thanks
. The school management
conveyed Independence
Day wishes to all the citi-
zens of city and India.

Workshop on Smart Board Operation held
At DAV Bacheli

Brilliant Public School 
celebrates 76th I-Day

CM presents Gallantry Medals 
to 10 Police officers

Raipur: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel presented
Police Gallantry medals to
police officers and jawans
on occasion of I-Day at the
main programme held at
Police Ground on Monday.
This year for 2022, CM pre-

sented Indian Police
Medals to 10 officers for
their remarkable services;
Union Home Minister
Medal to 8 officers and to 8
officers from Jail
Department with
Appreciable improvement

service medals. CM pre-
sented IG Bilaspur range
Ratanlal Dangi,
Commandant 15th
Battalion Bijapur Vivek
Shukla with the Indian
Police medal for their ap-
preciable services.

IIM Raipur celebrates 76th I-Day
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1166:: IIM Raipur cele-
brated India’s 76th Independence
day at its campus with great fer-
vor and zeal. Dr. Audhesh
Paswan, Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs, University of
North Texas was the honorable
Chief Guest of the event. The
day’s proceedings commenced
ceremoniously with the inspec-
tion of the Guard of Honor by Dr.
Ram Kumar Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur. This was followed by the
flag hoisting ceremony. The
National Flag swayed in all its
splendor and glory as the IIM
Raipur fraternity sang the
National Anthem with an infused
sense of patriotism.

Dr. Ram Kumar Kakani wished
and addressed everyone on the
occasion of Independence Day.
He took pride in being an Indian.
Freedom is the right or ability to
do or say what you want. India is

a country of no hindrance. He glo-
rified the contribution and
willpower of the freedom fighters
who fought with tools such as non
violence and Satyagraha. With
freedom comes responsibility that
is driven by 3 parameters, power,
urgency and legitimacy. He

encouraged everyone to be defini-
tive stakeholders of the nation.
This was followed by a melodious
performance on ‘Vande Mataram’,
‘Yeh Jo desh Hain Tera’ and ‘Aisa
Desh Hain Mera’ by the first and
second year MBA students.

Prof. Jithin P, Assistant

Professor, Economics & Public
Policy, IIM Raipur shared that the
strategy plan for a new India was
that economic growth becomes a
mass movement. He asserted how
young minds have a lot of oppor-
tunities to advance this nation.
Some macroeconomic indicators
like the GDP demonstrate growth.
But, India’s development goes
beyond its economy alone. It has
to do with technology, sports, and
governance. The fact that India
won 61 medals in the
Commonwealth Games filled him
with pride. The SAKSHAM
Committee from IIM Raipur also
organized various competitions,
fun activities, cultural pro-
grammes, and outdoor sports for
school students, including the
local ‘Gedi race’ and ‘Fugdi Dance’
at Government Middle School,
Tendua Village, Chhattisgarh.
Prizes were awarded to all compe-

tition winners. Special thanks to
Prof. Damini Saini, Assistant
Professor, Human Resource
Management, Prof. J Daniel
Inbaraj, Assistant Professor,
Marketing, Prof. Santanu Bhadra,
Assistant Professor, Business
Policy Policy & Strategy, and Prof.
Sourya Joyee Dee, Assistant
Professor, IT & Systems to make
the outreach program a success.

The Student affairs committee
organized a procession for the
students of IIM Raipur from our
college to the nearest village,
“Tendua” to promote the idea of
nationality and to distribute our
national flag to the locals.

Prizes and certificates were
distributed to students, house-
keeping staff, mess staff and
security guards of IIM Raipur for
numerous events that were con-
ducted earlier. The celebration
ended with a vote of thanks.

GGEA celebrates Independence Day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: On the
eve of the 75th
Anniversary of our
Independence, Gyan
Ganga Educational
Academy celebrated the
call of our revered Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav in its euphoric
uniqueness.

Even the pelting rain
could not deter the deter-
mination of our students
who came out to celebrate
the joyous occasion. Our
respected Principal
Ma’am hoisted the flag
and encouraged the chil-
dren to always upkeep
‘virtue’ and ‘discipline’;
the two pillarson which
our organization has built
its foundation. She ami-

ably explained to the chil-
dren that each one of us
can do something for the
betterment of our country
and elucidated examples
that everyone can follow.
She also enlightened us on
the slogan – “Jai
Anusandhan” and its im-

portance for our country.
Our cadets of NCC from

both Army-wing and Air-
wing braved the cold air
and rain to pay homage to
and honour our Tricolour.
The drumroll, the beating
periodic footsteps of our
cadets, and the mellifluous

song of ‘Vande Maa taram’
by the choir group elevat-
ed the atmosphere in such
a way that all present
could feel connected to the
essence of being grateful
to be able to be born in an
Independent India.

And as some traditions

have withstood the test of
time and still stand and
have become inseparable
from our culture; it was
ensured that everyone
present should get to taste
the sweetness of the effer-
vescent occasion and thus
the program concluded.

Water level in Sheonath,
Mahanadi rises

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday asked the ad-
ministration to monitor
the situation in Janjgir-
Champa and Raigarh dis-
tricts due to continuous
rise in the water level of
the Mahanadi river amid
heavy rains, an official
said.

The official said the
process of shifting people

from low-lying areas along
the major river to relief
camps had begun as a pre-
cautionary measure.

“Due to heavy rains, sev-
eral rivers are in spate.
Irrigation projects and
reservoirs in Raipur, Durg
and Bastar divisions are
full and water is being re-
leased continuously, which
is increasing the level of
the Mahanadi,” the official
said.

“A total of 52,000 cusec
(cubic foot per second)
water is being released
from Ravi Shankar reser-
voir in Dhamtari, while
the discharge is 5,000
cusec from Sondhpur
dam, 13,400 cusec from

Sikaser. The Mahanadi is
receiving 70,400 cusec
water, while the figure is
70,000 cusec for Shivnath
river,” he said.

About 9,00,000 cusec
water is coming into
Hirakud Dam and its man-
agement has decided to re-
lease water following a re-
quest from the
Chhattisgarh government
despite heavy rains and
flooding in neighbouring
Odisha, he said.

“Some 4,50,000 cusec
water is being released
from Hirakud and this is
causing flooding in
Janjgir-Champa and
Raigarh,” the official
added.

‘Trust, development & security helped
curb Naxalism in Ch’garh’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday said the three-
pronged strategy of “trust,
development and securi-
ty” played a crucial role in
effectively checking
Naxalism in the state.

In his Independence Day
address to the state after
hoisting the national flag
at the Police Parade
ground in Raipur, Baghel
also said the ‘rural indus-
trial park’ project will be
launched this year on
October 2, the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, to strengthen the
rural economy and im-
prove the financial condi-
tion of poor families in vil-
lages.

Highlighting his govern-
ment’s schemes and steps
taken for the welfare of
tribals, he said 1,275 cases
of various nature pending
in courts against tribals
were withdrawn resulting
in their acquittal, and
rules under the Panchayat
(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act were recently
enacted in the state.

We have achieved suc-
cess in containing
Naxalism which we had
received in legacy (from

previous governments).
This success is the victory
of democratic beliefs and
the three-pronged strategy
of ‘vishwas, vikas and
surkasha’ (trust, develop-
ment and security) has
played a crucial role in
achieving it, the CM said.

Chhattisgarh has been
fighting the menace of
Left Wing Extremism for
more than three decades.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has boosted the
morale of police and other
security forces by taking
positive steps for their
welfare in the last three-
and-a-half years.

In 2018, the police force
strength in the state was

75,125, which has now in-
creased to 80,128, he said.

The recruitment of
2,800 local youth is being
done in the newly raised
Bastar Fighters special
force which will add
strength to the security
forces,” he said.

Baghel said the state
government has been de-
veloping gauthans (cow
shelters) into rural indus-
trial parks to provide addi-
tional means for liveli-
hood to poor families.

The project will be start-
ed from October 2 on the
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti and in the first
year, 300 rural industrial
parks will be set up, he

added.
The state government

has set up gauthans in vil-
lages under its ambitious
Narva-Garva-Ghurva-
Bari (rivulet, cow, compost
pit, vegetable garden)
scheme and is procuring
cow dung at Rs 2 per kg
under the Godhan Nyay
Yojna.

Last month, the state
government started
procuring cow urine
under the scheme at Rs 4
per litre.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has fulfilled its
promise of making farm-
ing a profitable business.

Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country to give
an input subsidy of Rs
9,000 per acre to farmers
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojna and so
far Rs 13,000 crore has
been given to farmers
under the scheme in three
years,” he said. Under the
Godhan Nyay Yojna, cow
dung sellers, women self
help groups and gauthan
committees have been
given Rs 312 crore in two
years, while water cess to
the tune of Rs 342 crore of
more than 17 lakh farmers
have been waived, the CM
said.

The state government

has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) with the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) for technical sup-
port for producing elec-
tricity from cow dung and
efforts are also being
made to manufacture oil
paint and other products
from cow dung, he said.

Under the ‘Rajiv Gandhi
Bhoomihin Krishi
Majdoor Nyay Yojna’
launched earlier this year,
Rs 213 crore has been
given to landless labour-
ers in rural areas, Baghel
said.

In the last three years,
2,230 new industrial units
have been set up with an
investment of Rs 21,494
crore where 41,000 people
have got employment, he
said.

The CM also said that
land has been identified at
112 places in development
blocks to set up food parks.

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the state has set a
target of installing tap
water connections to pro-
vide 55 litre water per per-
son in rural areas to 56
lakh households by
September 2023.

Out of it, so far 13.8 lakh
tap connections have been
provided, he said.

IIT Bhilai celebrates 76th
Independence Day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: The
Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai cele-
brated the 76th
Independence Day with
great enthusiasm and ex-
uberance. The celebra-
tions began with a flag
hoisting ceremony by
Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, in
front of the academic
block, which was followed
by the singing of the
National Anthem and a
grand parade by students
and security guards. A
tree plantation drive was
held to mark the occasion.

Prof. Moona began his
address by greeting those
assembled with his best
wishes for “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav”, which
commemorates 75 years of
independence of our
country. He also hailed the
“Har Ghar Tiranga” cam-
paign of the Govt. of
India. He spoke about the
freedom fighters of India
and pointed out that in
this 200-year struggle for

independence, contribu-
tions were made by many
unknown freedom fight-
ers. He recounted the
story of Assam’s
Maniram Dewan and his
revolt against the British
during the 1857 uprising,
for which he was hanged.
He also recalled the sto-
ries of Haryana’s Pandit
Nekiram and
Chhattisgarh’s Pandit
Sundarlal Sharma, before
speaking about the great-
ness of Lala Lajpat Rai,
Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Bipin Chandra Pal among
other national heroes.

Prof. Moona said that in
order to meet the im-
mense expectations of an
eminent country like
ours, IIT Bhilai must
spearhead the national
drive towards research
and technological devel-
opment. He spoke about
the academic achieve-
ments of students, the es-
tablishment of nearly 40
MoUs, the institute’s suc-
cess with student place-
ments, and the formation
of 14 start-ups by the stu-

dents and faculty mem-
bers of IIT Bhilai through
the IIT Bhilai Innovation
and Technology
Foundation (IBITF),
which is a Section 8 com-
pany responsible for exe-
cuting the activities of
TIH.

Celebrating the achieve-
ments of meritorious stu-
dents, three awards were
presented on this occa-
sion. Shashwat Jaiswal
received the P. K. Jain
Memorial Award, set up
by Smt. Sharada Jain, for
his contribution towards
the growth of the insti-
tute. The R. P. Singh
Memorial Award for
Leadership and Social
Work, offered by Mr.
Akash Keshav Singh, an
alumnus of IIT
Gandhinagar, was given
to Ananya. Anjana
Kannan received the
Gayatri Devi Leadership
award, instituted by Mr.
Ketan Mishra, an alum-
nus of the first batch of
IIT Bhilai.

The award ceremony
was followed by a fancy
dress competition by the
children of faculty and
staff members of the in-
stitute. There were also
some cultural perform-
ances by the students of
IIT Bhilai followed by a
quiz competition. The
programme ended with a
vote of thanks. The entire
event was also streamed
live online.
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Baghel asks offi-
cials to monitor
Janjgir-Champa,
Raigarh situation

GSS celebrates I-Day with sense of patriotism
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Shri
Gujrati Sikshan Sangh
(GSS) which runs three
schools- Shri Gujrati
Primary School, Shri
Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
and Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School jointly
celebrated 76th
Independence Day termed
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
with zeal and patriotism.
Tricolor was hosted by
GSS President Narayan
Bhai Patel and Patron
Committee Secretary
Dinesh Bhai Rathod in
presence of Vice President

duo Jayanti Bhai Patel and
Kirti Bhai Vyas, Treasurer
Jayant Bhai Taunk,
Secretary Ashok Bhai
Patel, Joint Secretary
Vitthal Bhai Patel and
other office bearers of
GSS. After unfurling of tri-

color, guests released a
placard in the air in which
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
was written. Later patriot-
ic speeches were delivered
by the students, school
choir group led by VS Jha
and Rupendra Shrivastav

presented patriotic song.
The students who have
notched top three positions
in the 10th and 12th board
examinations of both the
schools were honoured at
the hands of guests.
Kumkum Lunia who
scored highest marks in
Class X board examination
of CBSE and Siddhi
Patidar who scored highest
marks in Class XII board
examination of CBSE were
honored with memento. Dr
Ashish Tripathi (MBBS)
who was a past student of
Shri Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
was honoured on the occa-
sion. President Narayan
Bhai Patel spoke on the oc-

casion. A dance group of
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School present-
ed a patriotic dance while
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School
Principal Dr Shailesh
Sharma proposed vote of
thanks. Principal of Shri
Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
Anis Memon, HM of
Primary School Prakash
Patel, Administrator V K
Mishra, Registrar Ashok
Jachak, Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar and
Academic Coordinator
Bhaskar Sharma were
present on the occasion.

Raipur: CM Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
photo exhibition on occa-
sion of 75th anniversary of
Independence Day at
Town Hall by the PR de-
partment on Monday. This
exhibition has been organ-
ised in memory of the
freedom fighters and great
revolutionaries in the
country’s freedom strug-
gle and it will be opened
till Aug 21 daily from 11:00
am to 8:00 pm.



I-DAY EVENT IN TEL AVIV

Indias Ambassador to Israel Sanjeev Singla with former PM Benjamin Netanyahu
(2nd R) during an event to celebrate 75 years of Indias Independence, in Tel Aviv,
Monday.

CHINESE RESEARCH SHIP

Sri Lankan port workers hold a Chinese national flag to welcome Chinese research ship Yuan Wang 5 as it arrives in
Hambantota International Port in Hambantota, Sri Lanka, Tuesday. The ship was originally set to arrive Aug. 11 but
the port call was deferred due to apparent security concerns raised by India. 
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Kyiv, Aug 16 (AP):

With much fanfare, ship
after ship loaded with
grain has sailed from
Ukraine after being stuck
in the country’s Black Sea
ports for nearly six
months. More quietly, a
parallel wartime deal met
Moscow’s demands to
clear the way for its wheat
to get to the world, too,
boosting an industry vital
to Russia’s economy that
had been ensnared in
wider sanctions.

While the US and its
European allies work to
crush Russia’s finances
with a web of penalties for
invading Ukraine, they
have avoided sanctioning
its grains and other goods
that feed people world-
wide.

Russian and Ukrainian
wheat, barley, corn and
sunflower oil are impor-
tant to countries in Asia,
Africa and the Middle
East, where millions rely
on subsidized bread for
survival. As the war
spiked food and energy

prices, millions of people
have been pushed into
poverty or closer to the
brink of starvation.

Two deals that the U.N.
and Turkey brokered last
month to unblock food
supplies depend on each
other: one protects ships
exporting Ukrainian grain
through the Black Sea and
the other assures Russia
that its food and fertilizer
won’t face sanctions, safe-
guarding one of the pillars
of its economy and help-
ing ease concerns from in-
surers and banks.

The agreement allowed
a Western shipper to move
two vessels of grain out of
Russia in a matter of
weeks. It used to take
months because Western
banks refused to transfer
payments to Russia.
Although U.S. and
European Union sanctions
don’t directly target
Russian agriculture,
Western banks have been
wary of running afoul,
hindering buyers’ and
shippers’ access to
Russian grain.

You have to invest time
with the banks to make
them understand this
whole thing because the
authority says, Go ahead
there’s no sanction,’ but
the banks self-sanction,
said Gaurav Srivastava,
whose company Harvest
Commodities buys, ships
and sells grains from the
Black Sea region.

He called the process
with banks a labor inten-
sive exercise.

What’s changed in re-
cent weeks, Srivastava
said, is the appearance ...
of this being sort of a
truce between all parties.

The deal mattered to
Russia because it’s the
world’s biggest exporter of
wheat, accounting for al-
most a fifth of global ship-
ments, and the country is
expected to have one of its
best-ever crop seasons this
year. Agriculture accounts
for around 4% of Russia’s
gross domestic product,
according to the World
Bank.

What is more important
is employment,” said

Russian economist Sergey
Aleksashenko, referring to
jobs created by agricul-
ture. It’s like 7 to 8% of em-
ployment.

Farming provides 5-6
million Russian jobs, with
some regions almost en-
tirely dependent on it for
their livelihood, he said.

Srivastava, whose com-
pany operates from Los
Angeles and Geneva,
hopes to be able to ship out
10-15 million tons of
Russian grain over the
coming year.

He also has been able to
move out two chartered
ships that were stuck at
Ukrainian ports since the
start of the war on Feb. 24.
He said the company is
aiming to pick up 1 million
tons of grain from
Ukraine under the four-
month-long U.N. deal.

We are a commercial
business, but we are trying
to help the plight of farm-
ers in both Russia and
Ukraine, Srivastava said.
I’m very optimistic, espe-
cially in the last couple of
weeks.”

Ukraine’s Black Sea deal also helps
Russian farmers, economy

Beijing, Aug 16 (PTI):

China on Tuesday an-
nounced sanctions on
seven “die-hard” pro-inde-
pendence Taiwanese
politicians and officials,
including Taipei’s repre-
sentative to Washington,
amid concerns over the in-
creasing visits by foreign
dignitaries to the self-
ruled island claimed by
Beijing.

The sanctions were an-
nounced by Beijing follow-
ing trips to the island by
US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi in early August and
a US Congressional dele-
gation led by Democratic
Senator Ed Markey on
Monday.

Also Last week,

Lithuanian Deputy
Minister of Transport and
Communications Agne
Vaiciukeviciute visited
Taiwan. Lithuania is part
of the European Union.

China has already im-
posed sanctions against
Pelosi and Agne and held
high-intensity military
drills in Taiwan Strait,
sparking fears of an
armed conflict with
Taiwan, which China
claims as part of its main-
land.

After Pelosi’s visit,
China is concerned that
there will be a flurry of
visits by top officials from
the US and allied coun-
tries to the self-ruled
Island.

China announced sanc-
tions against seven
Taiwanese government of-
ficials and politicians, say-
ing they pushed a pro-in-
dependence agenda for the
breakaway island.

The Taiwan Affairs

Office of the ruling
Communist Party of
China said on Tuesday
those sanctioned and their
family members would not
be allowed to enter main-
land China, Hong Kong or
Macau. They will not be
permitted to do business
with the Chinese main-
land.

Their affiliated compa-
nies and financial spon-
sors would not be allowed
to gain profits from the
mainland, a spokesman of
the office was quoted by
state-run Xinhua as say-
ing. The Taiwan office
would take other neces-
sary measures and those
sanctioned would be held
accountable for life,” the
spokesman said.

For a period of time, a
small number of Taiwan
independence die-hards
have tried their best to col-
lude with external forces
to carry out independence’
provocations, deliberately

inciting cross-strait con-
frontation, and wantonly
undermining the peace
and stability of the
Taiwan Strait. They per-
formed extremely poorly
during Pelosi’s trip to
Taiwan, China’s Taiwan
Affairs Office spokesman
said. The names of die-
hard separatists an-
nounced Tuesday are only
a part of the list,” the
spokesperson said.

Among the seven peo-
ple on the sanction list,
six are members of the
independence-leaning
Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) of Taiwan.

They include Hsiao
Bi-khim, Taiwan’s rep-
resentative to the US
and Ker Chien-ming, the
DPP caucus head of the
legislature.

Others included Wang
Ting-yu, a legislator who
sits on the foreign rela-
tions and defence com-
mittee, Wellington Koo,

secretary general of the is-
land’s National Security
Council, Tsai Chi-chang,
vice-speaker of Taiwan’s
legislature, and Lin Fei-
fan, deputy secretary gen-
eral of the DPP.

The non-DPP member
sanctioned is Chen Jiau-
hua, New Power Party leg-
islator and chairwoman,
Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post re-
ported.

China sanctions seven top Taiwanese officials
After 2nd US
Congressional 
delegation’s visit 
to Taipei

Israeli leaders highlight growing influence
of India on 75 years of Independence

Tel Aviv, Aug 16 (PTI):

Senior Israeli leaders
from across the political
spectrum have congratu-
lated India on its 75 years
of Independence, empha-
sising on its growing in-
fluence as a regional and
global power and emer-
gence as an innovation su-
perpower that could help
in changing the world for
the better.

Israeli President Isaac
Herzog on Monday
evening attended an event
to celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of India’s
Independence and 30
years of full diplomatic re-
lations between India and
Israel attended by hun-
dreds of Indians and local
India enthusiasts.

“India’s influence as a
regional and global power
is steadily on the rise, and

I am confident that the
greater your level of en-
gagement, the greater the
positive change,” Herzog
said.

“Israel shares in this
marvelous celebration of
national Indian pride. We
send our warmest wishes
for peace and prosperity
and we look forward to
working with you, side by
side, to secure the promise
of a brighter future. Mazal
tov!”. (should find out the
meaning of this expres-
sion)

The Israeli President
highlighted “clear paral-
lels” in India’s historical
triumph and Israel’s na-
tional story.

Both ancient nations,
enriched by centuries of
teachings and heritage, in-
tertwined throughout his-
tory, and achieved inde-
pendence within the same

year, he said.
“We will celebrate our

75th in a few months’ time.
Today, just a few decades
later, we find our two mod-
ern republics proudly
bound together by creativ-
ity and democracy, by in-
genuity coupled with deep
respect for timeless faiths
and belief systems, which
transcend time,” he noted.

“Israel and India both
aim for equality and pros-
perity, we both face chal-
lenges, internal and exter-
nal; and we are both open
to expanding partner-
ships,” Herzog added.

“By joining forces,
working together to max-
imise our strengths,
whether in science or
agriculture, hi-tech or
green tech, and so much
more, we can generate
deep change for our two
peoples,” he said.

Seoul, Aug 16 (AP):

The United States and
South Korea will begin their
biggest combined military
training in years next week
in the face of an increasing-
ly aggressive North Korea,
which has been ramping up
weapons tests and threats of
nuclear conflict against
Seoul and Washington, the
South’s military said
Tuesday.

The allies’ summertime
drills, which will take place
from Aug. 22 to Sept. 1 in
South Korea under the name
of Ulchi Freedom Shield,
will include field exercises
involving aircraft, warships,
tanks and potentially tens of
thousands of troops.

The drills underscore
Washington and Seoul’s
commitment to restore

large-scale training after
they cancelled some of their
regular drills and downsized
others to computer simula-
tions in recent years to cre-
ate space for diplomacy with
Pyongyang and because of
COVID-19 concerns. The U.S.
Department of Defense also
said the U.S., South Korean
and Japanese navies took
part in missile warning and
ballistic missile search and
tracking exercises off the
coast of Hawaii from Aug. 8
to 14, which it said was
aimed at furthering trilater-
al cooperation in face of
North Korean challenges.

While the United States
and South Korea describe
their exercises as defensive,
Ulchi Freedom Shield will
almost surely draw an angry
reaction from North Korea,
which describes all allied

trainings as invasion re-
hearsals and has used them
to justify its nuclear
weapons and missiles devel-
opment. Before they were
shelved or downsized, the
U.S. and South Korea held
major joint exercises every
spring and summer in South
Korea. The spring ones had
been highlighted by live-fire
drills involving a broad
range of land, air and sea as-
sets and usually involved
around 10,000 American and
200,000 Korean troops. Tens
of thousands of allied troops
had participated in the sum-
mertime drills, which had
mainly consisted of comput-
er simulations to hone joint
decision making and plan-
ning, although South
Korea’s military has empha-
sized the revival of large-
scale field training this time.

Officials at Seoul’s Defense
Ministry and its Joint Chiefs
of Staff did not comment on
the number of U.S. and
South Korean troops that
would be participating in
Ulchi Freedom Guardian
Shield.

US, South Korea to begin expanded
military drills next week

Dubai, Aug 16 (AP):

Iran said Tuesday it
submitted a written re-
sponse to what has
been described as a
final roadmap to re-
store its tattered nu-
clear deal with world
powers.

Iran’s state-run IRNA
news agency offered no
details on the sub-
stance of its response,
but suggested that
Tehran still wouldn’t
take the European
Union-mediated pro-
posal, despite warnings
there would be no more
negotiations.

The differences are
on three issues, in
which the United States
has expressed its ver-
bal flexibility in two
cases, but it should be
included in the text, the
IRNA report said. The
third issue is related to
guaranteeing the con-
tinuation of (the deal),
which depends on the
realism of the United
States.

Tehran under hard-
line President Ebrahim
Raisi has repeatedly
tried to blame
Washington for the
delay in reaching an ac-
cord. Monday was re-

ported to have been a
deadline for Iran’s re-
sponse.

There was no imme-
diate acknowledgment
from the EU that Iran
submitted its response.
The EU has been the
go-between in the indi-
rect talks.

From Washington,
State Department
spokesman Ned Price
said the U.S. would
share its own response
to the EU. We do agree,
however, with (the
EU’s) fundamental
point, and that is that
what could be negotiat-
ed has been negotiated,

Price said.
He added that Iran

had been making unac-
ceptable demands
going beyond the text of
the 2015 nuclear deal,
which saw Iran drasti-
cally limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions.

If Iran wants these
sanctions lifted, they
will need to alter their
underlying conduct,”
Price said. “They will
need to change the dan-
gerous activities that
gave rise to these sanc-
tions in the first place.
(AP)

Iran submits a ‘written response’ in nuclear deal talks

T he food we consume has
a massive impact on our

planet. Agriculture takes up
half the habitable land on
Earth, destroys forests and
other ecosystems and pro-
duces a quarter of the world's
greenhouse gas emissions.
Meat and dairy specifically
accounts for around 14.5% of
global greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

So changing what we eat
can help reduce carbon emis-
sions and promote sustain-
able farming. But there are
several climate-friendly diets
to choose from. The best
known are the completely
plant-based vegan diet, the
vegetarian diet, which also al-
lows eggs and dairy, and the
pescetarian diet, which also
allows seafood.

There are also flexitarian
diets, where three quarters of
meat and dairy is replaced by
plant-based food, or the
Mediterranean diet which al-
lows moderate amounts of
poultry, pork, lamb and beef.
Deciding which diet to choose
is not as simple as you might
expect. Let us start with a
new fad: the climatarian diet.

One version was created by
the not-for-profit organisation
Climates Network, which
says this diet is healthy, cli-
mate friendly and nature
friendly. According to the
publicity with a simple diet
shift you can save a tonne of
CO2 equivalents per person
per year ( equivalents just
means methane and other
greenhouse gases are fac-
tored in alongside carbon
dioxide).

Sounds great, but the diet
still allows you to eat meat
and other high emission foods
such as pork, poultry, fish,
dairy products and eggs. So
this is just a newer version of
the climate carnivore diet ex-
cept followers are encouraged
to switch as much red meat
(beef, lamb, pork, veal and
venison) as possible to other
meats and fish.

The diet does, however, en-
courage you to cut down on
meat overall and to choose
high-welfare and local meat
where possible, while avoid-
ing food waste and choosing
seasonal, local foods.

So saving a tonne of carbon
dioxide is great but switching
to vegetarianism or veganism
can save even more. A west-
ern standard meat-based diet
produces about 7.2 kilograms
of CO2 equivalent per day,
while a vegetarian diet pro-
duces 3.8 kg and a vegan diet
2.9 kg. If the whole world
went vegan it would save
nearly 8 billion tonnes CO2e
while even a switch to the
Mediterranean diet would
still save 3 billion tonnes.
That is a saving of between
60% and 20% of all food emis-

sions as which are currently
at 13.7 billion tonnes of CO2e
a year.

Water and land use
To save our planet, we must

also consider both water and
land usage. Beef, for instance,
needs about 15,000 litres of
water per kilo. Some vegetari-
an or vegan foods like avoca-
dos and almonds also have a
huge water footprint, but
overall a plant-based diet has
about half the water con-
sumption of a standard meat-
based diet.

A global move away from
meat would also free up a
huge amount of land, since
billions of animals would no
longer have to be fed. Soya,
for instance, is one of the
world's most common crops
yet almost 80% of the world's
soybeans are fed to livestock.
The reduced need for agricul-
tural land would help stop de-
forestation and help protect
biodiversity. The land could
also be used to reforest and
rewild large areas which
would become a natural store
of carbon dioxide.

(Mostly) healthier
A plant based diet is also

generally healthier. Meat, es-
pecially highly processed
meat, has been linked to a
string of major health issues
including high blood pres-
sure, heart disease and can-
cer.

However, meat, dairy and
fish are the main sources of
some essential vitamins and
minerals such as calcium,
zinc, iodine and vitamin B12.
A strict vegan diet can put
people at risk of deficiencies
unless they can have access to

particular foods or take sup-
plements. Yet both specialist
food and supplements are too
expensive for many people
around the world and it would
be hard to scale up supple-
ments production to provide
for billions of extra people.

So a climatarian or flexitar-
ian approach means there are
fewer health risks and also al-
lows people to still exercise
choice. One study suggests a
move to a global plant-based
diet could reduce global mor-
tality by up to 10% by 2050.

Nine animals per 
person per year

One of the issues that
seems to be lacking in many
food discussions is the ethical
dimension. Every year we
slaughter 69 billion chickens,
1.5 billion pigs, 0.65 billion
turkeys, 0.57 billion sheep,
0.45 billion goats, and 0.3 bil-
lion cattle. That is over nine
animals killed for every per-
son on the planet per year all
for nutrition and protein
which we know can come
from a plant-based diet. So
what is the ideal global diet to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, reduce habitat destruc-
tion and help you live longer?
Well I suggest being an ultra-
flexitarian a diet of mostly
plant-based foods but one that
allows meat and dairy prod-
ucts in extreme moderation,
but red and processed meat
are completely banned. This
would save at least 5.5 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent per
year (40% of all food emis-
sions), decrease global mor-
tality by 10% and prevent the
slaughter of billions of inno-
cent animals.
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Beware of hazardous
pollutants

It is really surprising to learn
that drinking rainwater any-
where in the world is danger-
ous due to the rising levels of
"forever chemicals." The risks
of "forever chemicals," also
known chemically as 'per- and
polyfluoroalkyl compounds' or
PFAS , hazardous pollutants
that can persist for thousands
of years, were clearly
described in a research pub-
lished in the peer reviewed
journal Environmental Science
& Technology. PFAS are a fami-
ly of man-made compounds
used in a wide range of prod-
ucts today, from food packag-
ing to waterproof clothing.
They can spread in the atmos-
phere and are now found in
every corner of our Earth –
including rainwater, snow and
even human blood. According
to experts at Stockholm
University and ETH Zurich,
PFAS have been linked to a
wide range of potentially harm-
ful health effects, including
cancer, infertility and pregnan-
cy troubles, immune system
issues, and elevated choles-
terol. Researchers say that
these chemicals are shockingly
toxic at extremely low
doses.Therefore, people should
take care to have their drinking
water tested as needed and be
aware of the possible impacts
PFAS may have on their overall
health.

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr
VVeeppaakkoommmmaa,,  PPrriinncciippaall    ((RReettdd..))

India is really
great!

As they say World is a play
ground we Indian's are playing
around the world meaning pro-
pelled in all domains and wide
spreaded across the world. We
are thrilled to be experiencing
something very special that only
happens once in a lifetime. On
the occasion of the nation's 75th
anniversary of independence.
India is widely acknowledged to
be both densely populated and
impoverished. However, we have
a unique chance to benefit from
the demographic dividend of hav-
ing the largest proportion of citi-
zens who are under 30.Our great-
est accomplishment is that,
despite criticism, we emerged
and advanced just 75 years after
the British fled from us. Contrary
to popular belief, we have not
divided into a hundred tiny
nations. This is India's beauty;
despite our differences in lan-
guage, caste, religion, and many
other areas, we are nonetheless
bound together by our shared
identity.The greatest contribution
that India and Indians have made
to the world is a multitude of
wonderful things. Indians are
widely dispersed throughout the
world and aid in the development
of other nations. The Indian com-
munity has achieved success in
every field. There are currently
eight presidents and prime minis-
ters in office that were born in
India. And to top it all off, it takes
just 75 years for someone of
Indian heritage to become the
leader of a conquered nation. It is
a stunning example of how India
has grown to become the world's
greatest single power.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr
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Medical staff with day-old infants born on Independence Day, at a hospital in Patna, Tuesday, Aug. 16.

Which diet will help save our planet: climatarian,
flexitarian, vegetarian or vegan?

BABIES BORN ON I-DAY

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

MARK MASLIN

KK
eeping channels in additional to diplomatic ones open for
contact with the objective of de-escalating the prevailing

situation on the eastern sector of Ladakh , China and India are
progressively working in that direction. As is wont with the
Chinese on less recurring manner indulging in intrusions and vio-
lations of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and to its surprise
meeting with adequate and prompt response from the Indian
side especially in respect of Chinese air space violations of the
Indian territory though of minor nature, China and India having
in principle agreed to establishing of hotline (contact) between
the Air Forces of the two countries can be seen in an entire pos-
itive and constructive angle. India, as is known fairly to the world
community, has been wedded to the high principles of maintain-
ing and strengthening good neighbourly relations between the
countries and working for peace, China on the other hand has
shown its adamant attitude in not settling the ”remaining” fric-
tion points that came into existence due to Chinese violations of
the LAC two years ago in Ladakh. However, since despite holding
as many as 16 round of talks at military levels, one after the
other, periodically over the last two years between the two coun-
tries, the situation continues to be fluid where the armies of the
two Asian giants are engaged in an eyeball to eyeball position,
China has been seen not abhorring or ruling out holding talks and
contacts and that policy indeed was going to de-escalate the ten-
sions. The fresh move to establish a hotline (contact) between
the two Air Forces would lead to removing of doubts and
exchanging of certain information between the two countries
from on the spot position which would vastly check any minor air
violations from the country which in the absence of a hotline like
contacts had the propensity to triggering a situation which could
even lead to a major conflict between the two countries. China
now having come to learn about India’s position in this respect in
more clear terms carries lot of meaning. China presently caught
in a quagmire like situation in issues related to Taiwan where it
continues to ”show” up its force which could become a water-
shed moment in the decades old conflict over the island and the
US taking a firm stand against it, cannot afford to open more
fronts to get involved hence in whatever form and manner , it
tries to give talks and contacts between the two countries the
required importance which India duly reciprocates. It is one
thing that the element of an adamant posture by China in such
meetings especially in 14th , 15th and 16th rounds of talks has
proved not paving the way for a solution , quite another if such
a channel would altogether be stopped which, therefore,
means that every move in this direction needs to be encour-
aged and strengthened regardless of the results expected to
be obtained in the shortest period of time. The formalities and
the structure etc of the proposed establishing of hotline
between the two countries are to be worked out which can be
decided mutually in the forthcoming military level talks . One
development , however, in the entire process is participation of
Indian Air Force though for the first time in the talks in addi-
tion to usually by the Army authorities and the next meeting,
therefore, is expected to be represented by an officer of the
rank of Air Vice Marshal. While the Army is already engaged
extensively on the Ladakh sector following Chinese violations
of the LAC, the stepping in by the IAF in the process stemmed
from Chinese violations on a few occasions of Indian airspace
which was duly responded by the IAF fighter aircraf.

Setting up hotline contact
between China and India

Rajendra Kumar Sharma

JJ  uly 18 was the first day of the Monsoon session of Parliament
which was adjourned.  The reason for the adjournment is the

ruling party or the opposition party, it can be told only by those
who watch the proceedings of the Parliament.  But the disruption
in the proceedings of the Parliament is sad and also a big eco-
nomic loss for the countrymen.  According to a news, the expen-
diture per minute of the proceedings of the Parliament is about
2.5 lakh rupees.  Can it be estimated that adjournment of the ses-
sion even for a day is how expensive it is for every Indian?

When political parties are under their political interests, such
a valuable session, in which issues related to public interest
should have been discussed and resolved, are wasted. There are
three sessions of Parliament in a whole year, which lasts only 70
to 80 days, which would rarely be completed. According to a
news, in the year 1992, the Parliament worked for 80 days.
According to a data, during the winter session of the year 2016,
92 hours were wasted due to disruption. It can be estimated that
according to the cost of one minute, 2.5 lakh, how much would
have been the expenditure of 92 hours? This expenditure comes
to thirteen crore eighty lakh rupees. Such a huge amount could
have been used for the poor people of the country and develop-
ment plans of the country. Shouldn't this be answered? All this is
money received from the people of the country in the form of
various taxes which is spent in running the Parliament. And the
country gives this money so that the decisions of the develop-
ment of the country can be taken by the representative (MP)
elected by the people, sitting in the temple of democracy
(Parliament), the problems of the countrymen can be resolved,
on the defense related needs of the country. Decisions can be
taken etc. The disqualification of some MPs during the Monsoon
Session by the Speaker of Parliament for disrupting the proceed-
ings of the Parliament should be considered a laudable move.
Because for the last few years it is being seen that the MPs have
not been successful in maintaining the dignity of the Parliament.
The use of Parliament for the fulfillment of political interests
cannot be justified. Apart from the Parliament sessions, there are
many occasions and times when political parties can accuse each
other, argue, to serve their interests. The economic loss of the
people of the country should not be done by postponing it. MPs
should take initiative to save Parliament from long and unneces-
sary adjournments in the interest of the country.  The Parliament
of the country is there to discuss and implement the plans of
nation building and public welfare, which will be in the interest
of the country to remain active.

Parliament adjournment:
Waste of revenue

AA new study led by an
I n d i a n -A m e r i c a n

researcher has found that
a steroid hormone called
aldosterone, known to pre-
vent dehydration by regu-
lating salt and water in the
body, is linked to an
increased risk of kidney
failure in patients with
chronic kidney disease
(CKD).  Aldosterone is a
steroid hormone secreted
by the adrenal glands,
which sit above the kid-
neys. It plays a central role
in controlling blood pres-
sure. But too much of it
can lead to high blood
pressure, cardiovascular
and kidney diseases.

The study, published in
the European Heart
Journal, showed that the
risk of CKD worsening and
developing into end-stage
kidney disease was inde-

pendent of whether or not
patients had diabetes.The
team, led by Dr Ashish
Verma, Assistant Professor
at Boston University
School of Medicine, US,
investigated the associa-
tions between aldosterone
concentrations in the
blood and kidney disease
progression among 3,680
participants aged between
21 and 74 years old.

They focused on CKD
progression, which was
defined as a 50 per cent
decline in the ability of the
kidneys to filter blood
through the glomerular
blood vessels, known as
the estimated glomerular
filtration rate (eGFR), or
end-stage kidney disease,
whichever occurred first.
In the follow-up of nearly
ten years, CKD progression
occurred in 1,412 (38 per

cent) of the participants.
The team found that

higher aldosterone con-
centrations were associat-
ed with lower eGFR, lower
levels of potassium in the
blood and higher potassi-
um and protein concentra-
tions in urine.

Further, they found that
each doubling of aldos-
terone concentrations in
the blood was linked to an
11 per cent increased risk
of CKD progression.
Patients with concentra-
tions in the top 25 per cent
of the group had a 45 per
cent increased risk com-
pared to the 25 per cent of
patients with the lowest
aldosterone concentra-
tions.

The risk was similar
regardless of whether or
not patients also had dia-
betes.

Dehydration preventing hormone
linked to worsening kidney disease

London: Vitamin D sup-
plementation may alle-
viate depressive symp-
toms in adults with de-
pression, suggests a re-
view of 41 global stud-
ies.

Depressive symptoms
cause a significant dis-
ease burden worldwide.

The therapeutic effi-
cacy of current antide-
pressants is often insuf-
ficient, which is why
further ways to alleviate
the symptoms of depres-
sion have been sought,
for example, from nutri-
tional research.

Vitamin D is believed
to regulate central nerv-
ous system functions,
the disturbances of
which have been associ-
ated with depression.

Researchers at the
University of Eastern
Finland analysed 41

studies from around the
world to investigate the
efficacy of vitamin D in
alleviating depressive
symptoms in adults by
randomised placebo-
controlled trials in dif-
ferent populations.

The results, published
in the journal Critical
Reviews in Food Science
and Nutrition, showed
that vitamin D supple-
mentation is more effec-
tive than a placebo in al-
leviating depressive
symptoms in people
with depression.

There were major dif-
ferences in the vitamin
D doses used, but typi-
cally the vitamin D sup-
plement was 50-100 mi-
crograms per day.

“Despite the broad
scope of this meta-
analysis, the certainty of
evidence remains low

due to the heterogeneity
of the populations stud-
ied and the due to the
risk of bias associated
with a large number of
studies,” said doctoral
researcher and lead au-
thor Tuomas Mikola of
the Institute of Clinical
Medicine at the
University of Eastern
Finland.

“These findings will
encourage new, high-
level clinical trials in pa-
tients with depression
in order to shed more
light on the possible role
of vitamin D supple-
mentation in the treat-
ment of depression,a
Mikola said.

In addition, cross-sec-
tional studies have ob-
served an association
between depressive
symptoms and vitamin
D deficiency.

Can Vitamin D help ward off depression
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BRIEF

Finmin
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is pro-
posing to soon review
the exemption-free
new tax regime with a
view to making it
more attractive for in-
dividual income tax-
payers, sources said.
Eventually, sources
said, the government
aims to establish a
system where there
are no exemptions
and the complex old
tax regime with ex-
emptions and deduc-
tions is terminated.

Noise
New Delhi: Wearable
and hearable device
maker Noise is plan-
ning to increase
monthly local produc-
tion of smartwatches
to 10 lakh units per
month from August, a
top official of the com-
pany said. The compa-
ny has produced 10
lakh units of its all
products, including
total wireless audio
devices and smart-
watches till date,
Noise co-founder
Amit Khatri told PTI.
"We are the leading
smartwatch category
in the country. We are
part of the top 6-7
smartwatch brands in
the world now. We
have already pro-
duced a million units
till now (including
smartwatches and
TWS) and from this
August we aim at pro-
ducing a million units
per month smart-
watches," Khatri said.

Info Edge
New Delhi: IT compa-
ny Info Edge, which
owns portals like
Naukri and 99Acres,
has invested Rs 300
crore in its subsidiary
Startup Investments,
the company said in a
regulatory filing on
Saturday. Info Edge
holds 100 per cent
stake in Startup
Investments (Holding)
Ltd (SIHL) which is a
holding and invest-
ment company. "The
present investment
would help SIHL to ex-
plore investment op-
portunities including
contribution to AIF(s)
managed by
Smartweb Internet
Services," Info Edge
said in the filing.

Reliance Infra 
New Delhi: Reliance
Infrastructure
(RInfra) on Saturday
reported narrowing of
its consolidated net
loss to Rs 66.11 crore
for the quarter ended
June 30, 2022. The
company had clocked
a consolidated net loss
of Rs 95.15 crore in the
corresponding period
of the previous fiscal,
it said in a regulatory
filing to the BSE. Its
total consolidated in-
come during the quar-
ter under review rose
to Rs 6,349.34 crore as
against Rs 4,623.17
crore in the year-ago
period. Total expendi-
ture also increased to
Rs 6,714.42 crore com-
pared to Rs 5,208.75
crore earlier.

Shriram Properties
New Delhi: Shriram
Properties Ltd has
reported a consoli-
dated net profit of Rs
10.48 crore for the
quarter ended June
on better sales. It had
posted a net loss of
Rs 3.67 crore in the
year-ago period.
Total income more
than doubled to Rs
145.11 crore in the
first quarter of this
fiscal, from Rs 60.9
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the previous year, ac-
cording to a regulato-
ry filing.

Bengaluru, Aug 16 (PTI):

State Bank of India's
(SBI) Chairman Dinesh
Khara on Tuesday said
that things might get "bet-
ter" on the inflation front
towards the end of
September.

He said the supply side
constraints getting ad-
dressed and crude oil
prices trending low will
help ease the situation.

"Inflation...the recent
numbers which came out
was 6.7. Going forward the
way things are - the supply
side constraints which are
there are getting ad-
dressed, so the situation
should be improving going
forward," he said in re-
sponse to a question.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said one of the im-

portant factors of inflation
is crude oil prices, and
with them also trending
lower, it will also support
the inflation to be further
tapered down.

"...overall expectation is
that, maybe towards the
end of September things
might look to be even bet-
ter as compared to what
you are seeing (now)," he
added. The SBI Chairman

was speaking to reporters
after announcing the
launch of the bank's state-
of-the-art dedicated
branch for start-ups in
Bengaluru.

Further pointing out
that policy rates by RBI is
a very key component for
inflation, Khara in re-
sponse to a question said,
the policy rates are the
outcome of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting, which assesses
multiple data points before
they arrive at any deci-
sion. "So I think we will
have to wait and watch till
the next MPC meeting
happens, but I think till
such time in the interme-
diary phase, I feel that the
supply side constraints
are getting addressed," he
added.

Inflation: Things might get
‘better’ towards Sept-end,

says SBI Chairman

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Consumer durable prod-
ucts maker Bajaj
Electricals on Tuesday ele-
vated its Executive
Director Anuj Poddar to
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO).

The company has sepa-
rated the post of
Chairman & Managing
Director and its patron
Shekhar Bajaj will contin-
ue as Executive Chairman
of the company, said a
statement from Bajaj
Electricals.

"The separation of the
Chairman and Managing
Director positions is in
continuation of the profes-
sionalisation of the man-
agement of the company
and marks the company's
commitment to strong cor-
porate governance stan-
dards," said Bajaj
Electricals. This an-
nouncement comes on the
back of the ongoing trans-
formation journey and

keeping in mind the com-
pany's long-term strategy,
it added. "Over the last
three years, Bajaj
Electricals has undertak-
en multiple initiatives, in-
cluding strengthening of
the leadership, streamlin-
ing of its corporate struc-
ture, the turnaround of its
performance and balance
sheet and the planned de-
merger of the EPC busi-
ness," it said.

Bajaj Electricals
Chairman Shekhar Bajaj
said over the last few years
a significant transforma-
tion journey has been em-
barked at Bajaj Electricals
involving many changes

on the business as well as
the organisational front.

"In continuation of that,
I believe this will provide
further impetus to the
achievement of our strate-
gic goals and demon-
strates our commitment to
strong corporate gover-
nance," he said.

Anuj Poddar said: "I am
truly excited for what lies
ahead of us at Bajaj
Electricals we have a clear
vision and roadmap of
building this future and to-
gether with our entire
team, we are committed to
being a best-in-class organ-
isation that delivers supe-
rior performance and
value creation."

Bajaj Electricals, part of
business conglomerate
Bajaj Group, had a
turnover of Rs 4,813 crore
in FY22. Its business port-
folio spans consumer
products such as appli-
ances, fans, lighting and
EPC (illumination, power
transmission and power
distribution).

Bajaj Electricals elevates Anuj Poddar
as Managing Director, CEO

Mumbai, Aug 16 (PTI):

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by over 379 points
while Nifty closed above the
17,800 level following gains
in oil & gas, banking and
auto shares on easing infla-
tion concerns.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark index advanced 379.43
points or 0.64 per cent to set-
tle at 59,842.21, logging its
third straight day of gains.
During the day, it jumped
460.25 points or 0.77 per cent
to 59,923.03.

Extending its gaining
streak to a sixth session in a
row, the broader NSE Nifty
climbed 127.10 points or 0.72
per cent to close at 17,825.25
as 42 of its constituents ad-
vanced. Easing inflation
concerns after the whole-
sale price-based inflation
slowed down to a five-
month low of 13.93 per cent
in July and buying in index
majors Reliance Industries
and HDFC twins added to
the momentum.

Sensex rises 379 pts,
Nifty closes above
17,800 on easing

inflation concerns

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Government policies
such as increasing customs
duties on imported toys
and mandating BIS certifi-
cation requirement for im-
ports not only boosted do-
mestic manufacturing but
also helped the industry to
explore global markets and
enhance exports.

The demand for toys
based on Indian mythologi-
cal characters, desi movie
characters and super-
heroes such as Chota
Bheem are on the rise as
the domestic players break
away from the dominance
of China and some other
countries, according to in-
dustry experts.

Now the 'made-in-India'
toys have a very clear edge
in the domestic markets
and the manufacturers are

scaling up their production
capacity to meet the grow-
ing local as well as interna-
tional demand. The import
of toys into India has de-
clined sharply from USD
304 million in 2018-19 to
USD 36 million in 2021-22,
said a data from the
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry. On the other
hand, exports have in-
creased from USD 109 mil-

lion in 2018-19 to USD 177
million in 2021-22, it added.

According to the indus-
try, the sector is also going
global, as manufacturers
are scouting new markets
and increasing exports to
the Middle East and
African countries.

The Indian toy industry
is growing as the govern-
ment has mandated the do-
mestic players to have BIS

(Bureau of Indian
Standards) certification for
import and also increased
customs duty, said Toy
Association Of India presi-
dent Ajay Agarwal.

"These are the two rea-
sons as import of toys has
declined," Agarwal told
PTI. Encouraged by these
supporting initiatives, the
Indian manufacturers are
now scaling up their pro-
duction and investing to
augment their capacity, he
added.

"Now several makers are
manufacturing toys based
on Indian ethos and cul-
ture. Icons like Chota
Bheem are very popular
and several manufacturers
have the licence to manu-
facture them," he said,
adding that more manufac-
turers are entering this cat-
egory of toys.

Indian toy manufacturers scale up amid
rise in demand; eyes global markets

Bengaluru, Aug 16 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
flagged off 75 "Switch EiV 12
buses" to cater to the needs
of the people in Bengaluru.
Switch Mobility Ltd's "new
technologically advanced"
electric buses are a part of
the 300-strong electric bus
order and would be inducted
into the fleet of the
Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC).

Switch Mobility, the next-
generation carbon-neutral
electric bus and light com-
mercial vehicle company,
would supply, operate and
maintain the 300 buses, the
company said in a release.
"In order to cater to these
needs, Switch India
launched the Switch EiV 12
platform in June 2022 and
today we are delighted to

begin initial deliveries of
our Switch EiV buses to
BMTC as part of our 300-
strong electric bus order,"
said Mahesh Babu, Chief
Executive Officer, Switch
India and Chief Operating
Officer of Switch Mobility
Ltd. The buses would play a
vital role in reducing carbon
footprint in the city - a re-
duction of over 14,500
tonnes of CO2 per year
equivalent to planting 87,000

trees, he said. The buses are
equipped with a new-gener-
ation, highly efficient, mod-
ular batteries with ad-
vanced lithium-ion NMC
chemistry, specially formu-
lated for the Indian market
and climatic conditions, the
company said.

The modular batteries in-
crease the capacity per bat-
tery cell for the same weight
enabling a higher range of
kilometres.

Gwalior, Aug 16 (PTI):

The dip in the air tur-
bine fuel (ATF) price and
the continuation of this
trend will benefit the avia-
tion sector, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said. He said the
fall in the ATF rates will
have a good impact on air-
lines under pressure.
"Prices of the ATF have
come down. I feel this
trend will continue and
the aviation sector would
benefit. This will have a
good impact on airlines
which are under pressure.
50 per cent of their cost
structure is of (based on)
ATF," Scindia told re-
porters here in Madhya

Pradesh.
Notably, ATF prices

have been coming down
during the last few weeks
after jumping to record
levels, primarily due to the
Russia-Ukraine war that
began on February 24.

On August 1, the price of
ATF in Delhi was Rs 1.21
lakh per kilo-litre, which
was around 14 per cent
lower than last month.

Scindia also said when

the ATF price shot up
three-fold the airfare was
raised by just 20-25 per
cent.

I have removed the fare
band from August 30, he
said.

The Union Aviation
Ministry had earlier this
week said that limits im-
posed on domestic airfares
will be removed from
August 31, after approxi-
mately 27 months.

The ministry had im-
posed lower and upper
limits on domestic airfares
based on flight durations
when services were re-
sumed on May 25, 2020,
after a two-month lock-
down due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

ATF price fall would benefit
aviation sector: Scindia

75 electric buses from Switch
Mobility hit Bengaluru city roads

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

State governments
should not dole out "non-
merit freebies" such as
gifts and consumer
durables beyond their fis-
cal capabilities, according
to former Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar.

Kumar noted that there
is a difference between
merit transfer payment
and non-merit freebies,
especially those which
are done beyond the fiscal
capability of any govern-
ment.

"Non-merit freebies
which are the nature of
giving out gifts, consumer
durables ... those are to be
looked at carefully and in
any case should not be un-
dertaken by the govern-
ments who have fiscal

constraints," he told PTI
in an interview.

Noting that in a democ-
racy, transfer payments
via the government
through the instrument of
taxation and distribution
is always necessary, he
said, "any transfer pay-
ments whose social rate of
return is higher than any
private rate of return, in

other words which has
positive externalities, is
worth doing."

On some politicians
comparing the current
economic situation of Sri
Lanka with India, Kumar
said, "any such compari-
son is simply unwarrant-
ed and mischievous to dif-
ferent levels."

Sri Lanka is grappling

with a severe economic
crisis and India has been
at the forefront of extend-
ing economic assistance
to Sri Lanka.

According to Kumar, in
the Nordic countries, the
tax to GDP ratio is nearly
50 per cent because they
spend lots of public
money in providing pub-
lic goods and services to
the common person. "I
think that is not some-
thing we should discuss
or debate.

"It is important to in-
crease the quality and ac-
cess of public goods and
services for the common
person, especially for
those at the bottom of the
pyramid," he said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has in re-
cent days hit out at the

competitive populism of
extending 'rewaris' (free-
bies) which are not just
wastage of taxpayers'
money but also an eco-
nomic disaster that could
hamper India's drive to
become atmanirbhar
(self-reliant).

His comments were
seen directed at parties
like the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) which have in the
run-up to assembly elec-
tion in states like Punjab
and more recently
Gujarat promised free
electricity and water,
among others.

Earlier this month, the
Supreme Court had sug-
gested setting up a spe-
cialised body to examine
"irrational freebies" of-
fered to voters during
elections.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Leading bourse
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) on Sunday said that
shareholders have ap-
proved the appointment of
Ashishkumar Chauhan
as its managing director
and chief executive.

The Extra Ordinary
General Meeting (EOGM)
of NSE was held on
August 11, according to a
statement.

Shareholders approved
the appointment of
Chauhan, who was the
MD and CEO of rival
bourse BSE, with 99.99
per cent votes.

He assumed charge as
NSE chief on July 26. His
appointment at the top
post of the NSE was
cleared by the capital
markets regulator

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on
July 18. He took over the
helm of NSE from
Vikram Limaye, whose
five-year term ended on
July 16. Limaye did not
seek another tenure at the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) despite being eligi-
ble for it.

Shareholders’ approve
Ashishkumar Chauhan

appointment as NSE MD, CEO

State govts should not give freebies beyond fiscal
capabilities: Former NITI Aayog VC Rajiv Kumar

Mumbai, Aug 16 (PTI):

Insurance behemoth Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
is keen to re-enter the
mediclaim segment as and
when the regulator provides
clarity on the issue, its chair-
man has said.

"We are already doing a lot
of long-term health protec-
tion and guaranteed health
products. And we are evalu-
ating the suggestion that the
regulator Irdai made recent-
ly," LIC Chairman M R
Kumar told PTI when asked
about the same during its
earnings call over the week-
end.

The chairman further
said, "I don't think it will be
difficult for us as we already

offer some of the health
products." Mediclaim poli-
cies, which are indemnity-
based health plans, are the
best-selling health insurance
products in the country.
However, in 2016, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai) had asked life
insurers to withdraw indem-
nity-based health plans from
the market. Life insurers
since then have been allowed
to offer only fixed benefit
health plans.

Under indemnity-based
health insurance plans, the
insurer provides reimburse-
ment for the money spent on
medical treatment up to the
sum insured. For fixed bene-
fit health insurance plans, a

fixed amount is paid out of
the sum insured for pre-de-
termined illnesses or med-
ical conditions.

Recently, the new Irdai
Chairman Debasish Panda
had said it was time life in-
surers re-entered the health
vertical as he had given a
mandate to the industry to
ensure that every citizen has
a health insurance policy by
2030. However, Panda later
clarified that the regulator
was only evaluating the pros
and cons of allowing life in-
surers to sell health insur-
ance policies and that no de-
cision has been taken yet.

Globally, in most markets,
life insurers sell health poli-
cies. Currently, there are
24.50 lakh life insurance

agents in the country, while
the there are only 3.60 lakh
agents in the general and
health insurance category. If
life insurers are allowed into
the health insurance sector,
the number of agents will
jump by 600 percent, increas-
ing health insurance pene-
tration significantly in the
country.

However, according to in-
dustry watchers, there are
some difficulties in the pro-
posal. For instance, the
claims department in a life
insurer is oriented towards
payment of the claim on
death or policy maturity but
health insurance claims are
logged by around 7 per cent
of the insured during the
year.

LIC keen to re-enter mediclaim segment,
awaiting regulatory clarity: Chairman

Navya Nair
lavishes praise
on unit of 
‘Nna Thaan Case Kodu’

A
ctress Navya Nair, who has been a part of several
critically acclaimed hits in Tamil and Malayalam
has lavished praise on director Ratheesh

Balakrishnan Poduval's recently released Malayalam
film, 'Nna Thaan Case Kodu' ('Sue Me'), saying that the
film is drawing appreciation as it is talking about the
helplessness of the common man.

Taking to Instagram, the actress penned a post saying:
"What a satire !!! Fully packed theatre. It's all about laugh-
ter and claps because Rajeevan is talking on our behalf --
the helplessness, the chaos of the common man (all in hu-
mour)."And chackochetta (Kunchacko Boban), what a
transformation man!!! Kudos to you. Each and every char-
acter is just awesome. The judge, the heroine Gayathrie
Shankar,the auto driver Rajesh Madhavan, the teacher,
the biker Mridul Nair, the tempo driver, the advocates, the
minister, the chief minister Unnimaya Prasad. All so so
good.""Director, screenplay writer Ratheesh
Balakrishnan Poduval, your organic humour worked
wonders. Hats off to you!" Actor Kunchacko Boban plays
a character called Kozhummal Rajeevan aka Ambaas
Rajeevan in the film, which has been receiving rave re-
views. The film features actor Kunchacko Boban in the
lead along with Tamil actress Gayathrie, who makes her
debut in Malayalam cinema with this film.

One nation, one emotion, one
identity, says Mahesh Babu

W
ishing the nation and its people a happy Independence day, Telugu su-
perstar Mahesh Babu said that India is one nation with one emo-
tion and one identity.

Taking to Twitter to greet the masses on the occasion of
India's 75th Independence Day, Mahesh Babu tweeted: "One
nation.. One emotion.. One identity! Celebrating 75 years of
Independence!"

Another Telugu star, Allu Arjun, too greeted people on
the occasion. Allu Arjun said: "Happy 75th
Independence Day. Deep respect to the sacrifices
made by our freedom fighters. Vande Maataram."

Actress Hansika tweeted: "This day is the result
of millions who fought and sacrificed their lives
for gifting us this freedom. Let us spread love
and carry forward this priceless boon to make
our country better. Wishing you all a very
happy Independence Day."

Actor Gopichand said: "Happy 75th
Independence Day to all the Indians. Let's
cheer for our golden future while remember-
ing the martyrs who struggled to get us this
day. Happy Independence Day!"

ACROSS

1. She, in Nice

5. Ripened

9. Look happy

14. Racetrack fence

15. Gap

16. Artist's tripod

17. Peak

18. Relaxation

19. Dairy product

20. Detach

22. Koppel and Turner

23. Unclothed

24. Indian robe

27. Cantaloupe, e.g.

30. Get rid of

35. Continually

36. Brief joke (hyph.)

37. Clergy mem.

38. Fragrant liquid

41. Iced ____

42. Small bombs

44. Perches

45. Shocking revelation (2 wds.)

47. Hidden supply

48. Nearly all

49. Nevada neighbor

51. Liquid rock

54. Very cute

58. Apart

60. Toaster ____

61. Chess piece

62. Desert haven

63. Very inquisitive

64. Poker stake

65. Elbow room

66. Picnic intruders

67. Monster's loch

DOWN

1. Notable periods

2. Shoe fastener

3. Droopy

4. FDR's wife

5. In front

6. Pointed beard

7. Other

8. Poor mark

9. Time unit (abbr.)

10. 007's drink

11. Psychic's phrase (2 wds.)

12. Be in first place

13. Shade trees

21. Sprint

24. Warble

25. Hymn ending

26. Work up

27. Combine

28. Each

29. Embankment

31. Slack

32. Caper

33. Molars

34. Wipe clean

38. Guitar device

39. Poems of praise

40. Pre-Easter period

43. Wandering

44. North African

46. Least polite

47. Motor vehicle

50. Stage awards

51. Vietnam's neighbor

52. Urgent acronym

53. Passport endorsement

54. Stratford-on-____

55. Fido's treat

56. Plenty

57. Makes do

59. Wind direction (abbr.)

60. Stop ____ dime (2 wds.)
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You might find that someone close to
you needs a hand today, Aquarius. They
could be too proud to ask for help. Don't
let that stop you. If you see a situation in
which you can help, do it. Don't wait for
an invitation or request. Simply assess
the situation and do what you can. Your
efforts will be appreciated, and you'll
feel good about making a difference.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

When was the last time you used a pen and
paper, Pisces? The keyboard has all but
replaced these wonderful tools. In the
same way that walking provides more than
fresh air, the kinesthetic value of writing's
rhythmic motion is far more soothing and
healing than people realize. Moving your
hand across the page can feel good. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today could bring a keen sense of empathy
and understanding, Aries. Verbal commu-
nication is likely to be enhanced. Take
advantage of this by talking through any
problems or issues with important people
in your life. Go to visit or call to work
things out. Most importantly, express your
affection for those closest to you by telling
them straight out what they mean to you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't be surprised if your mind goes a
thousand miles a second today, Taurus.
Slowing down will be difficult, and you'll
have to find a way to express what's in
your head. The planetary aspects lend
strength to communication. Perhaps
talking out your ideas or writing to
someone whose insight you value will
help. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Welcome to another great day, Gemini!
The energy from the planetary aspects
is positive and encouraging, especially
when it comes to communicating and
interacting with others. Take advantage
of this. Get together with friends and
family for a pleasant visit, if possible.
Consider inviting people over for games
or dinner or do it virtually if need be. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be really interested in getting
out and doing something with the special
people in your life, Cancer. You can thank
the day's planetary aspects, which are
conspiring to make this a perfect time to
spend time together. Is there a place
you're curious about and want to visit? Go
today, if possible. Pack up the family and
go for a fun day to check it out.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo, consider channeling your philo-
sophical inspirations into creative writ-
ing, Leo. It's probably something you'll
enjoy. Even if you haven't expressed
yourself in this way before, there's no
better day than today to give it a whirl.
Try your hand at poetry or fiction. If that
seems too daunting, start a journal. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You might need to be alone today,
Virgo. You're probably surrounded by
people most of the time. It can be
unhealthy if you can't occasionally be
alone with your thoughts and feelings.
It's critical to take care of your emo-
tional well-being, since you have a
deeply sensitive nature. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you may want to go your own way
regardless of what anyone else wants,
Libra. Your independence is important to
you, but compromise might be needed in
order to avoid conflict. Consider splitting
your time between those close to you and
yourself. Explain to your loved ones why
you need alone time.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today may find you in the mood for an
adventure or a visit if possible, Scorpio.
When was the last time you took a day for
something like this? It's probably been
too long. Not only will you enjoy it, but
others will be thrilled to spend time with
you, too. Whether you invite a friend
along or go alone, seize the opportunity
to visit people or see someplace new.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Serious thinking and communication
are enhanced today, Sagittarius.
They're already strong qualities in you,
and with this added boost, you'll need
an outlet for expression. A journal is an
excellent vehicle. Talking is another. If
you have issues or worries, consider
getting together with all involved and
airing your thoughts. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might feel cornered into doing some-
thing you don't want to do today,
Capricorn. Perhaps you made a promise
to handle a project. Maybe someone
decides it's the day to call in an I.O.U.
Either way, say so if you aren't comfort-
able following through. Today's energy
enhances your ability to express yourself
and be understood. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Super proud
of ‘Har Ghar

Tiranga’ 
initiative,
says Ram
Charan

T
elugu star Ram
Charan, who has ac-
quired a national fan

following after 'RRR', joined
the array of film celebrities
who have expressed their
support to the Har Ghar
Tiranga initiative.

In a social media post
portraying him as his 'RRR'
character holding aloft the
Tricolour along with co-
star Jr NTR, Ram Charan
said: "Wishing everyone a
Happy Independence Day!
Let us take a moment to
thank all the freedom fight-
ers who fought for us to
enjoy the fruits of freedom.
Makes me super proud to
see the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
initiative spreading far and
wide."

Vijay Deverakonda, who
is all set for his pan-India
release, 'Liger', took to
Twitter to declare: "We are
Indians! Happy. Proud.
Free. Loving. Responsible.
Happy Independence Day
India."

Multilingual award-win-
ning actress Sadaa, who
also wished all Indians a
Happy Independence Day,
said that she couldn't have
wished to be born in any
other country but India.

Taking to Instagram,
where she goes by the name
of Sadaa, she posted an in-
spiring video in which she
is seen saluting the
Tricolour. "I couldn't have
wished to be born in any
other country but India!"
she wrote in the caption.
"My country, the richest
and the best of them all!
Here's to the 75 glorious
years of Independence!"

T
his week, charac-
ters of &TV shows
Baal Shiv, Happu Ki

Ultan Paltan, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai will be seen
facing extreme difficul-
ties.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Angoori
Bhabi shares, “Anita
(Vidisha Srivastava) sees
a lipstick mark on
Vibhuti's (Aasif Sheikh)
cheeks and gets furious.
Vibhuti, who is also un-
aware of it, decides to in-
vestigate and goes to Sabji
Waali Gulabiya. Anita
sees Vibhuti and
Gulabiya together and as-
sumes that it is her lip-
stick mark. She seeks
help from Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) and
asks him to keep an eye
on their bedroom.
Angoori (Shubhangi
Tiwari) sees Tiwari doing
so and gets angry with
him. Then suddenly,

Chumban Kumari
Chudail enters Vibhuti's
bedroom, and the next
morning, again, Anita
finds a lipstick mark on
Vibhuti's cheeks and, out
of anger, throws him out
of the house. When
Tiwari goes to Anita's

house, Chumban Kumari
Chudail opens the door
and gives a kiss on his
cheeks, but Tiwari as-
sumes it was Anita Bhabi.
Later, Anita goes to com-
plain about Tiwari also
having a kiss mark to
Angoori, and both get

stressed. How will the
mystery of Kiss Mark be
resolved?”. Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists will be facing extreme difficulties

I
ndia celebrates Independence Day
with great pride and joy every year
on 15th August. We hoist our nation-

al flag and sing the National Anthem to
honour our freedom fighters' struggles
and contributions. &TV artists Mouli

Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya, Baal
Shiv), Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Rohitashv Gour (Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) express their
pride and love for the nation. Mouli
Ganguly, Mahasati Anusuya in &TV’s
Baal Shiv, shares, “We must never forget
how difficult it was to achieve freedom
and should celebrate the great contribu-
tions of our freedom fighters. We must
also pray for our brave soldiers who are
at the borders to keep us safe. Today is
also a day to reiterate our promise to
make India a better country and express
love for the land we call our home.”

Rohitashv Gour, Manmohan Tiwari
in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, shares,
“Independence is a great privilege and
responsibility too. Every Independence
Day, I take my daughters to the flag
hoisting ceremony in my building and
tell them how me must pay tribute to
our freedom fighters for allowing us to
live freely and achieve all our dreams. I
would encourage all my fans and view-
ers to do the same so that our future gen-
eration continue to understand the true
meaning of freedom and grow stronger
as a nation”. Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only on &TV!

TV actors express pride & love for India
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New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

There was palpable ten-
sion among top players as
well as prominent ISL and
I-League clubs after the
FIFA ban on Indian foot-
ball due to "third party in-
terference".

As per Article 13 of FIFA
Statutes, the letter sent by
the world football govern-
ing body general secretary
Fatma Samoura states that
"AIFF representatives and
club teams are therefore no
longer entitled to take part
in the international compe-
tition until the suspension
is lifted.

"This also means that
neither the AIFF nor any of
its members or officials
may benefit from any de-
velopment programmes,
courses or training from
FIFA and/or the AFC."

While there is no immi-
nent threat to the AFC
Asian Cup participation by
the senior men's team in
late 2023 or early 2024, some
of the games slated for
clubs and age-group na-
tional teams in the next
few months could well be a

tricky terrain.
India's men's national

team
The two friendly inter-

nationals against Vietnam
(September 24) and
Singapore (September 27)
will stand cancelled if the
ban is not revoked at the
earliest. Some years ago,
the Indian men's team used
to struggle to get quality
games on FIFA interna-
tional friendly dates, and a
lot of the blame lay at the
doors of the All India
Football Federation's
(AIFF) administration.
Things did change slightly
after Croatian head coach
Igor Stimac pushed for
more friendlies, something
that his predecessors
Stephen Constantine and
Wim Koevermans lacked.
The ban has brought the
senior team back to square
one.

Gokulam women wait
anxiously in Uzbekistan

Indian Women's League
champions Gokulam
Kerala were set to open
their campaign in the AFC
Women's Club
Championship against

home side Sogdiana-W in
Qarshi, Uzbekistan on
August 23. The Kozhikode-
based side is then set to
face Bam Khatoon FC of
Iran in its next round-robin
match on August 26. While
the Supreme Court has list-
ed the matter for urgent
hearing on Wednesday, it
will be an anxious wait for
the team that touched
down in Tashkent on
Tuesday. Gokulam Kerala
had participated in the last
edition of the continental
pilot tournament last year
and finished third in the
four-team event.

Mohun Bagan's Sept. 7
AFC Cup Inter-Zonal
semi-finals under cloud

One of India's most

loved football clubs, ATK
Mohun Bagan, were sup-
posed to play its AFC Cup
Inter-Zonal semi-finals on
September 7, but a look at
the AFC website will show
that ATKMB's name cur-
rently doesn't feature
among eight clubs in the
play-offs.

The teams that are listed
on the website are PSM
Makassar, Kedah Darul
Aman, Viettel FC, Kuala
Lumpur City FC, Arabi
SC, Al Seeb, East Riffa, Al
Riffa. Mohun Bagan
played great football at the
group league stage and
their fans were eagerly
waiting for the upcoming
games at the continental
level.

India's AFC U-20
Qualifiers in Iraq starts
Sept. 14

India, who won the U-20
SAFF Cup recently under
tutelage of S Venkatesh, is
due to play the AFC U-20
Qualifiers in Iraq. India is
clubbed in a very tough
group with hosts Iraq,
Australia and Kuwait. The
matches are slated for
September 14 (Iraq), 16
(Australia) and 18 (Kuwait)
respectively at the Iraqi city
of Basra.

Could lose out on mas-
sive FIFA grants

It is being learnt that
FIFA has reportedly sanc-
tioned grants to the tune of
USD 3 million in last three
years. This money is used
by AIFF for development of
grassroots football in the
country. If the ban persists,
annually, the AIFF stands to
lose USD 500,000 in grants.
However, an AIFF insider
said that FIFA currently
pays its member nations in
kind -- such as construction
of astro-turf, providing foot-
balls, jerseys and other
gears -- and not in cash. All
this could be stopped.

Dubai, Aug 16 (PTI):

The Indian women's
team will play as many as
65 international games in
the inaugural Future Tours
& Programmes (FTP) set by
the ICC during the three-
year-cycle between May,
2022 to April, 2025.

The ICC on Tuesday an-
nounced the the structured
calender that includes a
total of 301 matches (seven
Tests, 135 ODIs and 159
T20Is) over a period of three
years. India's share of
matches will be two Tests
against England and
Australia along with 27
ODIs and 36 T20
Internationals during the
said duration.

Since the FTP has started
from May, 2022, India have
already played 3 WODIs and
3 WT20Is against Sri Lanka.

As per the list, India
hosts New Zealand, South
Africa, West Indies and
Ireland at home, the away
series are against
Australia, England, Sri

Lanka (already played) and
Bangladesh. One of the
marquee events in this
phase will be India's five-
match T20I series against
the 'Southern Stars' later
this year. While the
Australians will be visiting
India once again during the
summer of 2023-24 for a
multi-format series(one
Test, three ODIs, and three
T20Is), the Indians will re-
turn the favour when they
tour Down Under in the
winter of 2025-26 (one Test,
three ODIs, and three

T20Is). Of the seven Tests
inked during the phase,
England will play the most
Tests - five, followed by
Australia (four), South
Africa (three) and India
(two). "This is a huge mo-
ment for the women's
game," ICC general manag-
er of cricket, Wasim Khan,
said in a statement.

"This FTP not only lends
certainty to future cricket
tours but also sets the base
for a structure that is sure
to grow in the coming
years," Khan added.

FIFA ban and its ripple effect on Indian football
Women’s FTP ‘22-’25 

Indian women’s team to play 2 Tests, 
27 ODIs and 36 T20Is in three-year cycle

Miami, Aug 16 (PTI):

Teenage Indian
Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa on
Tuesday opened his cam-
paign in the FTX Crypto
Cup, the American finale of
Champions Chess Tour,
with a 2.5-1.5 win over the
world's top junior player
Alireza Firouzja.

The 17-year old, who was
part of the bronze medal-
winning India 'B' team at
the recent chess Olympiad
in Mamallapuram near
Chennai, opened with a win

in the first of the four-game
match. He lost the second
game before winning the
third and drawing the
fourth to beat Firouzja in
the first round match on
Tuesday.

Praggnanandhaa beats Firouzja
in FTX Crypto Cup chess

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

All-rounder Shahbaz
Ahmed on Tuesday re-
ceived his maiden India
call-up as he replaced an
injured Washington
Sundar for the three-
match ODI series against
Zimbabwe starting this
week.

The 27-year-old Shahbaz
has been rewarded for his
stellar performance in the
2022 IPL season, where he
turned out for Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Shahbaz Ahmed gets maiden India
call-up, replaces injured Washington

London, Aug 16 (AP):

Carlos Alcaraz will lead Spain
against Novak Djokovic's
Serbia next month in the Davis
Cup group stage after Rafael
Nadal wasn't named to the
Spanish team on Monday.
Nadal is set to return to com-
petition at this week's hard-
court tournament in Cincinnati
after an abdominal injury
caused the 22-time Grand
Slam champion to pull out of
Wimbledon ahead of the semi-
finals. The injury also kept him
out of this month's event in

Montreal, another hard-court
warmup event before the U.S.
Open, which begins in New
York on Aug. 29. Spain and
Serbia also play Canada and
South Korea in Valencia, one
of four European cities hosting
the group stage Sept. 13-18.
The other cities are Bologna,
Hamburg and Glasgow.

Mason (Ohio), Aug 16 (AP):

Andy Murray pulled out
a 7-6 (3), 5-7, 7-5 win over
Stan Wawrinka in the first
round of the Western &
Southern Open in a
match-up of three-time
Grand Slam champions
trying to put injuries be-
hind them.

Murray and Wawrinka
both have a U.S. Open title
among their Slam champi-
onships, and both re-
quired multiple visits
from trainers to treat leg

problems during the 2-
hour, 57-minute match at
the hard-court tourna-
ment that serves as a tune-
up for the U.S. Open.

Nadal to miss Davis Cup group
stage, Djokovic leads Serbia

Murray overcomes Wawrinka
in 3 sets in Cincinnati
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Locals sit at a higher ground in a flood-affected area as their dwellings are partially submerged in floodwater
following incessant monsoon rains, at Jagdalpur in Bastar district, Tuesday.

MONSOON WOES

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla confers a degree to a student during the 7th convocation of the Central University of
Rajasthan, near Ajmer, Tuesday. 

VARSITY CONVOCATION
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New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
handed over to the Army a
raft of home-grown mili-
tary hardware including
unmanned aerial systems,
quick reaction fighting ve-
hicles, patrol boats and
surveillance equipment
for boosting its overall
combat capability in east-
ern Ladakh.

The other new equip-
ment received by the
Army are ‘Future Infantry
Soldier as a System’, anti-
personnel mine ‘Nipun’,
infantry protected mobili-
ty vehicle, rugged and au-
tomatic communication
system, upgraded sights
system for tanks and ad-
vanced thermal imagers.

The new boats, Landing
Craft Assault (LCA),

equipped with advanced
surveillance gadgets and
other equipment, are
being deployed to keep a
strict vigil over the
Pangong Tso lake in east-
ern Ladakh amid the lin-
gering stand-off with
China along the Line of
Actual Control.

The 134-km-long lake at
an altitude of 13,900-feet is

considered strategically
significant. China controls
around two-thirds of the
lake. Last year, the Army
had ordered 12 LCA boats
to strengthen its existing
fleets of vessels. “The LCA
is much more versatile
and has overcome the limi-
tations of launch, speed
and capacity. It has en-
hanced the capability to

operate across the water
obstacles in eastern
Ladakh,” the defence min-
istry said.

It said Singh handed
over the high mobility in-
fantry-protected vehicles
and assault boats and that
the hardware will enable
the troops deployed along
the borders to respond to
any “challenge in a befit-
ting manner”.

In his remarks, Singh
exuded confidence that the
equipment and systems
will enhance the opera-
tional preparedness of the
Indian Army and increase
their efficiency.

“It is a shining example
of the country’s growing
self-reliance prowess, in
partnership with the pri-
vate sector and other insti-
tutions,” he said.

Singh said the infra-
structural needs of the
armed forces are increas-
ing with constantly chang-
ing times and urged them
to strive for excellence.

Rajnath hands over key
military systems to Army 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh hands over an
indigenously-developed equipment to the Indian Army, in
New Delhi, Tuesday.

 To boost 
combat capability in
eastern Ladakh

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
over the release of 11 peo-
ple convicted for rape and
murder in the Bilkis Bano
case of the 2002 Gujarat
riots within hours of his
praise for “Nari Shakti” in
his Independence Day
speech and alleged the de-
cision reflects the BJP’s
mindset.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera asked
whether the prime minis-
ter’s statements had any
meaning and said Modi
should tell the country if
he himself believed in his
words when he spoke
about the safety, respect
and empowerment of
women. “The BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat released

11 convicts in the Bilkis
Bano gang rape case. This
decision brings out the
BJP government’s mind-
set,” he told reporters.

He also referred to the
Kathua and Unnao cases
and said it embarrasses
everyone in politics when
office-bearers and support-
ers of a national political
party are seen taking out a

rally in favor of rapists on
the streets.

“Yesterday, from the
ramparts of the Red Fort,
the prime minister spoke
big things about women’s
safety, women’s power,
women’s respect. A few
hours later the Gujarat
government released
those behind the rape. We
also saw that the convicts

in the rape who were re-
leased are being honoured.
Is this the Amrit
Mahotsav,” Khera asked.
“The Congress asks the
prime minister to tell the
country that what he said
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort were merely
words, as he himself did
not believe in his words.

“Who is the real

Narendra Modi? The one
who serves falsehood from
the ramparts of the Red
Fort or the one who gets
his Gujarat government to
release those behind rape.
This Congress party and
the country want to
know,” the Congress
leader asked.

He said in the Bilkis
Bano case, the Supreme
Court had ordered the
Gujarat government to
pay a compensation of Rs
50 lakhs to her. The 11 con-
victs who walked out of
the Godhra sub-jail on
Monday were convicted
for gang rape of a preg-
nant woman, murder and
unlawful assembly under
sections of the Indian
Penal Code. The Gujarat
government allowed their
release under its remis-
sion policy.

RELEASE OF BILKIS BANO CASE CONVICTS

Cong asks if PM believes in his own words on women’s safety and respect

‘We were victims of politics’
A day after he and ten others were released from jail in the case related to the gangrape of
Bilkis Bano and murder of her family members during the 2002 Gujarat riots, convict Shailesh
Bhatt claimed that they were “victims of politics.” Bhatt, 63, who said he was a local func-
tionary of the ruling BJP when he was arrested, and others including his brother and co-convict
Mitesh left for their village Singor in Gujarat’s Dahod district after walking out of the Godhra
jail. Sentenced to life imprisonment, they were released on Monday under the Gujarat govern-
ment’s remission policy after completing more than 15 years in jail. Their reception at the vil-
lage on Tuesday was muted and there was no visible celebration. “Singor is a small village. All
the convicts belong to this village. We were all victims of politics,” said Shailesh Bhatt, speak-
ing to reporters. He was a farmer and also an office-bearer of the district unit of the BJP while
his brother worked as a clerk at Panchmahals Dairy when they were arrested, he said. 

Palghar, Aug 16 (PTI): 

A 26-year-old pregnant
tribal woman was car-
ried in a makeshift
stretcher due to lack of
a proper road in a vil-
lage in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, and lost
her twin infants at birth
as a result of the delay
in reaching a medical
centre. The incident
took place on Monday,
when the woman, who
was seven months preg-
nant, went into labour
prematurely and was
carried 3 km to the main
road from Markatwadi
village in Mokhada talu-
ka amid heavy rains, a
doctor said on Tuesday.

The woman was later
brought to the Khodala
PHC in an ambulance
from the main road. She
delivered twins, who
died at birth, Dr Pushpa
Mathure of the medical
facility said.

If there had been a
proper road, the woman
could have received
medical attention soon-
er and the babies could
have been saved, she
said, adding that the
woman’s health is sta-
ble.

Patients are often
brought to the main
road in makeshift
stretchers made of a
saree or cloth tied to a
long bamboo stick from

remote villages, where
ambulances cannot
reach due to lack of
proper roads, it was stat-
ed.

“We usually shift
women who are in the
eighth or ninth month of
pregnancy from remote
villages to the PHC for
delivery,” the doctor
said.

In light of several in-
stances of patients
being transported in
makeshift stretchers in
the absence of roads,
district collector Govind
Bodke had last week vis-
ited the area and direct-
ed the concerned offi-
cials to begin road con-
struction.

Tribal woman carried in
makeshift stretcher for delivery 

Due to lack of proper road

Jammu, Aug 16 (PTI):

More than 75 per cent of
the total 37 bridges and
97.6 per cent tunnelling
work on the vital Katra-
Banihal railway link
stands completed, officials
of the northern railways
said, expressing hope that
Kashmir will be connected
to rest of the country via
train next year.

The Katra-Banihal
stretch is part of the pres-
tigious Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL) Project
which has missed several
deadlines in the past amid
huge cost escalations since

1997, when the then Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda
laid its foundation at
Udhampur.

In view of the impor-
tance of the USBRL proj-
ect in providing seamless
and hassle-free connectivi-
ty, the 272-Km-long railway
line project was declared
as a ‘national project’ in
2002.

While the 161 km was
commissioned in phases
with first phase 118-km
Qazigund-Baramulla sec-
tion commissioned in
October 2009 followed by
18-km Banihal-Qazigund
in June 2013 and 25-km
Udhampur-Katra in July

2014.
“The intervening

stretch of the Katra-
Banihal section (111 km) is
in progress. This is, per-
haps, the most difficult
new railway line project
undertaken in the Indian
subcontinent. This section
predominantly involves
tunnelling of 164 Km (97.57
km main tunnel and 66.4
km of escape tunnel), in
addition to construction of
37 bridges on Chenab river
and its tributary Anji
Khad,” an official said.

At present, he said
160.52 Km of tunnelling
(95.47 km of main tunnel
and 65.05 km of escape

tunnel) and 28 bridges, out
of total 37 have been com-
pleted, the official said.

He said the work on the
project is going on in full
swing and “we are hopeful
about commissioning the
final phase to connect
Kashmir with the rest of
the country next year.”

Referring to the comple-
tion of the overarch deck
of Chenab railway bridge
in Reasi district with the
laying of the ‘golden joint’
on August 13 as a mile-
stone, the official said the
“minor” works on the
nearly 1.3 km bridge is ex-
pected to be completed by
November this year.

Katra-Banihal Railway Link 

‘Over 75% of 37 bridges, 97.6 % 
tunnelling work completed’

Patna, Aug 16 (PTI):
Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar ex-
panded his new cabi-
net on Tuesday by in-
ducting 31 new min-
isters, including a
huge contingent of
16 from key ally RJD,
taking care to give
due representation
to all sections of soci-
ety, including mi-

norities.
Some 11 members of the

council of ministers are
from Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U), two
from Congress and one
from ex-CM Jitan Ram
Manjhi’s HAM, besides an
Independent. The swear-
ing in took place at Raj
Bhavan, where Governor
Phagu Chauhan adminis-
tered oath of office to the
inductees in batches of

five and six. Kumar and
Deputy CM Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav, who had
been sworn in earlier on
August 10, were among
those present. RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad’s elder
son Tej Pratap Yadav en-
joyed a pride of place, as

the second-term MLA took
oath in the first batch,
alongside party veteran
Alok Mehta, JD(U) heavy-
weights Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary and Bijendra
Yadav and Mohd Afaque
Alam of the Congress. The
mercurial MLA was, how-

ever, uncharacteristically
solemn and no sooner
than the CM arrived at the
Rajendra Mandapam hall
before the swearing in
commenced, Yadav got up
to greet the latter by touch-
ing his feet. Kumar blessed
the maverick leader, keep-

ing whom on a tight leash
could be a challenge, be-
fore proceeding to have a
chat with Tejashwi, the
younger but more mature
sibling on whose shoul-
ders lies the burden of
keeping family feud and
unruly party cadres under
check.

The new cabinet, pre-
dictably, has a sizeable
number of Yadavs and
Muslims, though mem-
bers of other sections of
the society also find a
place.

Three of the ministers
are women Sheela Kumari
and Leshi Singh (both
JDU) and Anita Devi
(RJD). There are altogeth-
er seven Yadavs from RJD,
including the two sons of
Lalu Prasad, besides
Bijendra Yadav of the
JD(U).
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Bihar Governor Phagu Chauhan (unseen) administers the oath of office to Sheela Kumari
and Sunil Kumar (JDU), Samir Kumar Mahaseth and Chandrashekhar (RJD) and Sumit
Kumar Singh (Independent) during a swearing-in ceremony of Bihar Cabinet Ministers at
Raj Bhavan, in Patna, Tuesday.

Bhubaneswar, Aug 16 (PTI):

Odisha’s Information
Technology (IT) depart-
ment unveiled a book on
Tuesday on integrated
legal monitoring system,
which enabled transpar-
ent and efficient case
management.

The book chronicles
the journey of imple-
menting the robust and
seamless solution that
helped the state govern-
ment to cut down the
backlog of legal cases
with better oversight and
enhanced governance,
according to an official
release.

“The ILMS has result-
ed in a drastic reduction
in legal caseload for the
government depart-

ments,” said IT Minister
Tusharkanti Behera,
who launched the book
in Bhubaneswar in the
presence of officials of
the Odisha Computer
Application Centre.

Behera said the digital
solution made legal case
management easier for
the departments with
features like generating
alerts for scheduled date
of hearing, filing of
counter response, court
orders and timeline for
compliance.

IT secretary Manoj
Mishra said Odisha had
been one of the “pioneer
states” in leveraging
technologies even for
niche areas like legal
case management.

Post implementation

of this system, there has
been a phenomenal re-
duction in the backlog of
cases, with the Mass
Education Department a
decline of 59 per cent in
pendency of court cases.

According to figures
by the National Judicial
Data Grid, 42.4 million
cases are pending at dif-
ferent courts, and in over
40 per cent of these accu-
mulated cases, a govern-
ment department or of-
fice is a party to litiga-
tions.

ICT enabled solutions
like ILMS have the po-
tential to transform the
face of administration
since every detail per-
taining to a case can be
accessed online from the
system.

Odisha unveils book on integrated
legal monitoring system



Apply 
GGaannggttookk:: Foreign tourists
visiting the Himalayan
state of Sikkim can now
apply for Restricted Area
Permit (RAP) and
Protected Area Permit
(PAP) online from October
this year, an official said.
From the upcoming tourist
season in October foreign-
ers can apply online
through a dedicated web-
site for the Restrict Area
Permit and Protected Area
Permit, the official said,
adding that work for
development of the dedi-
cated website is on.

Saplings
NNooiiddaa:: More than 13 lakh
saplings have been plant-
ed across Gautam Buddh
Nagar till August 15
against the target of
11.98 lakh for this year by
government departments,
officials said on Tuesday.
The plantation drive was
part of a massive
afforestation campaign of
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment carried out every
year, the officials said.

Suspended
MMaahhaarraajjggaannjj:: The head-
master of a primary
school was suspended for
calling dancers at the
Independence Day func-
tion of a school here, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. The
incident came to light
after a video of the event
went viral on the internet.

Mishap
AAggrraa:: Two minor sisters
died here after being hit
by a bus on Tuesday
when they were crossing
a road, police said. The
bus driver has been
arrested, they said. 

Busts 
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police has busted a
mephedrone or MD man-
ufacturing unit in Gujarat
and seized more than 500
kg of the contraband
worth Rs 1,026 crore, an
official said on Tuesday.

Vacate
AAggrraa:: Passengers were
asked to get off the Delhi-
bound Taj Express at
Mathura and the train
was searched for two
hours after a false bomb
scare on Independence
Day, officials said on
Tuesday. The train was
coming from Jhansi
Junction Railway Station
and was heading to
Nizamuddin Railway
Station in Delhi.
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Telangana Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao with 
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin

Owaisi and others participates
in a mass recital of the 

national anthem as part of the
two-week Swatantra Bharata

Vajrotsavalu programme, 
in Hyderabad.
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Raipur, Aug 16: 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment on Tuesday an-
nounced a 6 per cent hike
in the dearness allowance
(DA) of state government
employees, raising it to 28
per cent.

The hike will benefit at
least 3.8 lakh state govern-
ment employees, an offi-
cial said.

The order posted by the
Chief Minister Office
(CMO) on its official
Twitter handle stated that
the state government em-
ployees were getting 22 per
cent DA under the 7th Pay
Commission and 174 per
cent under the 6th Pay
Commission since May
this year.

After the revision, 6 per
cent and 15 per cent hikes
have been effected under
the 7th and 6th Pay
Commissions respectively,
the order stated.

The employees will get

28 per cent and 189 per
cent DA from August 1 this
year, it said.

The hike will put an ad-
ditional burden of Rs 2,160
crore per annum on the ex-
chequer, the official said.

A federation of state
government officers and

employees had staged a
five-day strike last month
over their various de-
mands, including a hike in
the DA and house rent al-
lowance (HRA).

The federation had an-
nounced to again go on
strike from August 22 to

raise their demands.
On August 13, a delega-

tion of the Chhattisgarh
Karamchari Adhikari
Mahasangh (CAKM) had
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who had
given his consent to hike
the DA by 6 per cent, offi-
cials said.

The chief minister had
also assured that he would
consider the demand of in-
creasing the HRA on the
basis of the 7th Pay
Commission scale, they
said.

Unsatisfied with the 6
per cent hike, the CAKM's
regional convenor Kamal
Verma said the state em-
ployees had sought 34 per
cent DA and HRA as per
the 7th Pay Commission
scale, but both these de-
mands have not been ful-
filled. Even the 6 per cent
hike has been made effec-
tive from August, when it
should have been given
from July 2020, he said.

"As per our earlier an-
nouncement, we will go on
indefinite strike from
August 22," Verma said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Congress on Tuesday
set up a political affairs
committee in its
Chhattisgarh unit with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and minister T S
Singhdeo among its mem-
bers.

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi has approved the

constitution of the panel,
according to a party state-
ment. AICC in-charge P L

Punia, Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Mohan
Markam, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Shiv Kumar
Dahariya, Amarjeet
Bhagat, Satyanarayan
Sharma, Dhanendra Sahu
and Girish Devangan have
also been named as its mem-
bers. The presidents of the
Mahila Congress, Youth
Congress and NSUI and the
chief organiser of the Seva
Dal will be special invitees
to the committee.

Srinagar, Aug 16 (PTI):

Seven ITBP jawans died
and 32 security personnel
were injured when the bus
in which they were return-
ing from Amarnath Yatra
duty fell into a deep gorge
in the Pahalgam area of
Jammu and Kashmir, a po-
lice official said.

The bus, carrying 37
Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) personnel
and two policemen, was on
its way to the police con-
trol room here from
Chandanwari, he said.

While two ITBP person-
nel died on the spot, five
others succumbed to their
injuries later, the officials

said. The condition of
eight of the injured is stat-
ed to be critical. They have
been evacuated to

Srinagar for specialised
treatment. The remaining
injured are being treated
at the Anantnag district

hospital. Earlier, the offi-
cial had said that one of
the seven deceased was a
policeman.

However, later he said,
"It was a case of mistaken
identity. The two police-
men are undergoing treat-
ment."

President Droupadi
Murmu and Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar condoled the
loss of lives in the acci-
dent. "The tragic loss of
precious lives of ITBP per-
sonnel in the unfortunate
accident at Anantnag,
J&K fills me with sadness.
My heartfelt condolences
for the bereaved families. I
pray for speedy recovery
of the injured," Murmu
tweeted.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Railways conducted
a test run of the 3.5-km-
long freight train, Super
Vasuki, with 295 loaded
wagons carrying over
27,000 tonnes of coal be-
tween Korba in
Chhattisgarh and
Rajnandgaon in Nagpur on
August 15, as part of the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
celebrations.

The train run by the
South East Central Railway
left Korba at 13:50 and took
11.20 hours to cover the dis-
tance of 267 km.

This is the longest and
heaviest freight train ever

run by the Railways, the na-
tional transporter said,

adding the train takes
about four minutes to cross
a station.

The amount of coal car-
ried by Super Vasuki is
enough to fire 3000 MW of
power plant for one full day,
officials said. This is three
times the capacity of exist-
ing railway rakes (90 cars
with 100 tonnes in each)
which carries about 9,000
tonnes of coal in one jour-
ney. The train was formed
by amalgamating five rakes
of goods trains as one unit.

The Railways plans to
use this arrangement
(longer freight trains) more
frequently, especially to
transport coal in peak de-
mand season to prevent
fuel shortages of power sta-
tions, the officials said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The fourth phase of
Central University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
2022 will begin from
Wednesday with nearly 3.6
lakh candidates expected to
appear in the exam.

The exam for additional
11,000 candidates, who were
to appear in the fourth
phase from August 17-20,
has been postponed to
August 30 to accommodate
their choice of city for cen-
tre, officials said.

According to the initial
plan, all phases of the
CUET-UG were scheduled

to conclude on August 20.
The National Testing
Agency (NTA), which is re-
sponsible for conducting
the exam, had later an-
nounced that all phases of
the exam will conclude on
August 28. However, now
the schedule has been fur-
ther deferred and the exam
has been split into six phas-
es. "The exam for over
11,000 candidates, out of
3.72 lakh candidates, has
been postponed to August
30 to accommodate their
choice of city for exam cen-
tre. The NTA has increased
the capacity at centres and
also added more exam cen-
tres, besides making efforts
to ensure the quality of the
centres is enhanced," UGC
Chairman Jagadesh Kumar
had announced.

Chennai, Aug 16 (PTI): 

Over two kg of gold
worth Rs 1.21 crore was
seized from multiple inci-
dents at the airport here
and a passenger arrested
in this connection, the
Customs Department said
on Tuesday.

On Monday, the depart-
ment sleuths confiscated
the yellow metal from an
individual who arrived
here from Colombo. The
passenger concealed the
gold in paste form in his
rectum, a press release
said.

On August 11, the au-
thorities made the seizure
from a checked-in bag-
gage of a passenger on his
arrival from Kuala

Lumpur. Gold chain, re-
furbished phones were
taken away from him, the
release said.

On the same day, gold
ingots were seized from a
person who arrived here
from Bahrain. He had the
precious metal concealed
in his pant pockets.

Passengers having gold
valued over Rs 20 lakh
without proper docu-
ments are arrested while
others with less gold are
warned and let off after
their details are collected,
according to sources in
the Customs.

In all the incidents, 2.62
kg of gold worth Rs 1.21
crore and electronic goods
valued at Rs 90,000 were
seized under relevant sec-
tions of the Customs Act,
the release said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

A dying declaration can
be the sole basis for record-
ing a conviction and a court
is required to examine
whether it is true and reli-
able, the Supreme Court
Tuesday said.

The top court also said
that a court should also ex-
amine whether the dying
declaration has been given
when the deceased was phys-
ically and mentally fit to
make the declaration and
was not under any tutoring
or duress. In case there are

multiple dying declarations
and there are inconsisten-
cies between them, the dying
declaration recorded by the
higher officer like a

Magistrate can be relied
upon, it said. The apex court,
however, said this is with the
condition that there is no cir-
cumstance giving rise to any
suspicion about its truthful-
ness. A bench of Justices B
R Gavai and P S Narasimha
made the observations while
acquitting a man convicted
under Section 304-B (dowry
death) of the Indian Penal
Code. Court is required to
examine as to whether the
dying declaration is true and
reliable; as to whether it has
been recorded by a person at
a time when the deceased

was fit physically and men-
tally to make the declara-
tion; as to whether it has
been made under any tutor-
ing/duress/prompting.

The dying declaration can
be the sole basis for record-
ing conviction and if it is
found reliable and trustwor-
thy, no corroboration is re-
quired. In case there are
multiple dying declarations
and there are inconsisten-
cies between them, the dying
declaration recorded by the
higher officer like a
Magistrate can be relied
upon, the bench said.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

With just 17 per cent of
eligible people receiving
the precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines till
August 15, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya appealed to
states on Tuesday to or-
ganise vaccination camps
at public places such as
railway stations, airports
and religious sites to boost
the coverage.

Mandaviya, who inter-
acted with the health min-

isters of states and Union
territories virtually, ad-
vised them to widely publi-
cise the availability of het-
erologous precaution dose
of Corbevax vaccine.

He also urged them to
organise vaccination
camps at public places
such as bus stands, rail-
way stations, airports,
schools/colleges, pilgrim-
age routes and religious
sites to increase the up-
take of precaution dose
among the eligible benefi-
ciaries. The precaution

dose coverage among the
64,89,99,721 eligible popula-
tion was eight per cent till
July 14. On July 15, the
government launched a 75-
day special drive to admin-
ister precaution doses to
all aged 18 years and above
at government vaccina-
tion centres free of cost.

Only 17 per cent --
12,36,03,060 -- of the nearly
74.5 crore eligible individ-
uals have been adminis-
tered precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines till
August 15.

SKM rejects Aug 22
meeting of

Committee on MSP
New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) leaders on Tuesday
opposed the upcoming
meeting of the committee
on Minimum Support
Price (MSP) next week,
calling the panel a farce
and said nothing conclu-
sive will come out of the
talks. The leaders said they
have already rejected the
anti-farmers panel and will
not be attending the
August 22 meeting. SKM is
an umbrella organisation
of over 40 farm unions.

BONANZA FOR STATE GOVT STAFF

Govt hikes DA by 6 %
̈ Hike effective 

from Aug this year The order posted by the Chief Minister Office
(CMO) on its official Twitter handle stated that the
state government employees were getting 22 per cent
DA under the 7th Pay Commission and 174 per cent
under the 6th Pay Commission since May this year.

After the revision, 6 per cent and 15 per cent hikes
have been effected under the 7th and 6th Pay
Commissions respectively, the order stated.The em-
ployees will get 28 per cent and 189 per cent DA from
August 1 this year, it said.

Unsatisfied with the 6 per cent hike, the CAKM's re-
gional convenor Kamal Verma said the state employ-
ees had sought 34 per cent DA and HRA as per the 7th
Pay Commission scale, but both these demands have
not been fulfilled. Even the 6 per cent hike has been
made effective from August, when it should have been
given from July 2020, he said. "As per our earlier an-
nouncement, we will go on indefinite strike from
August 22," Verma said.

What order stated....

Resentment among employees

Cong sets up political affairs committee in Chh’garh
̈ Baghel, Singhdeo

among members AICC in-charge P L Punia,
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee chief
Mohan Markam, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Amarjeet Bhagat,
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Dhanendra Sahu and Girish
Devangan have also been
named as its members. 

Members of committee

Railways conducts test run
of its longest freight train

̈ Carrying 27,000
tonnes of coal A test run was conducted of

the 3.5-km-long freight train,
Super Vasuki, with 295 loaded
wagons  carrying over 27,000
tonnes of coal between Korba
in Chhattisgarh and
Rajnandgaon in Nagpur on
August 15, as part of the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
celebrations. The train run by
the South East Central
Railway left Korba at 13:50
and took 11.20 hours to cover
the distance of 267 km.
This is the longest and heavi-
est freight train ever run by
the Railways, the national
transporter said, adding the
train takes about four minutes
to cross a station.

About the train..
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P Seven killed as bus carrying ITBP

personnel falls into gorge
̈ 32 injured

Rescue work underway after a bus carrying 39 personnel (37 from
ITBP and 2 from J&K Police) skidded off a road down to a riverbed,
near Chandanwari, in Anantnag district of J & K, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on his death anniversary at his memorial Sadaiv Atal, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Fourth phase of
CUET to begin today
̈ Nearly 3.6 lakh

candidates set 
to appear

MAJOR HAUL

Gold worth Rs 1.21 crore seized 
̈ At Chennai airport

‘Court need to examine whether
dying declaration true and reliable’

CENTRE TO STATES

‘Hold vaccination camps for booster
dose at stations, religious sites’
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Bhilai, Aug 16: 

The State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
rescued 25 people includ-
ing a newborn baby in
Durg District who were
trapped in low lying areas
on the banks of flooded
River Sheonath. Due to the
release of water from vari-
ous reservoirs, the River
Sheonath is flowing almost
above 10 feet of the danger
mark. After several years,
many localities of Durg
City are facing the flood
disaster. Road connectivity
of Durg to Rajnandgaon
has been disrupted due to
flooded Pulgaon Nullah as
well as River Sheonath.

Road connectivity with
more than three dozen vil-
lages is disrupted. Water is
flowing in reverse direc-
tion in Pulgaon Nullah and
other nullahs connected to
Sheonath. The colonies
and villages located in the
vicinity of three kilome-
tres from Sheonath are
flooded. People are being
shifted to safer places. The
next 24 to 36 hours are very
critical for the district. The
entire administration is on

high alert. According to in-
formation, about 33200
cusec water has been re-
leased in the flooded
Sheonath River which was
flowing above the danger
mark. After the release of
water, the water level has
risen to 10 feet above the
danger mark. 12000 cusec
water was released from
Tandula reservoir; 9000
cusec from Kharkhara
reservoir; 8000 cusec from
Mongra reservoir; 1200

cusec from Ghumariya
and 3000 cusec of water
was released from
Sukhanullah which

caused a dangerous in-
crease in water level.
Brick kilns, fields, veg-
etable gardens and several

villages are facing flood
like situations. The admin-
istration is on alert mode
to assist the people in dis-
tress. In Durg city, hun-
dreds of families have
been shifted to relief
camps. As the downpour
continued, SDRF rescued
25 people including a new-
born baby who were
trapped in village Albaras.
Immediately after getting
information, SDRF team
reached the spot and res-

cued all the stranded peo-
ple. With arduous efforts,
SDRF successfully rescued
all the people stranded in
floods. The emergency
services are on alert mode
to ensure that no untoward
incident occurs and assis-
tance reaches the affected
people in time. After the re-
lease of water from dams,
the water level in
Sheonath is rising continu-
ously. Water is running
above the end points of

Pulgaon Bridge as well as
Sheonath bridge. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena conducted inspec-
tion of the affected areas
and interacted with the
people.

He inspected the villages
like Bharda, Albaras and
other villages and dis-
cussed with the villagers.
Collector also visited the
school at Bharda where
some flood affected people
are staying. About 40 peo-
ple stranded in flood have
been shifted to the relief
camp at Bharda School.
The Collector asked the
SDM to continuously mon-
itor the flood situation and
make complete arrange-
ments for the people affect-
ed by the disaster. He asked
to keep a constant watch
on the situation and keep
the Home Guard personnel
ready to tackle any emer-
gency.

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1166:: The jawans and
officers of the Frontier
Headquarters and Regional
Headquarters of BSF located at
Bhilai celebrated 75th anniver-
sary of Independence Day with
enthusiasm. On the occasion,
Inspector General of Border
Security Force, Chhattisgarh,
Indraj Singh hoisted the
national flag at BSF
Headquarters in Risali. He con-
gratulated all the BSF jawans,
officers and their families on
Independence Day. On the
occasion of Independence Day
this year, Government of India
has honored Inspector General
Indraj Singh (BSF, Special
Operations, CG) with the
President Police Medal for
Distinguished Service. 19
jawans of the force have also
been awarded the Police Medal
for Gallantry. The gallantry
medal recipients include nine
jawans of Frontier
Headquarters (Special
Operations, CG) who displayed
indomitable courage and brav-
ery in the Naxalite encounter in
2019. Inspector General Indraj
Singh extended warm greet-
ings and best wishes to all the
jawans who received the Police
Medal. BSF has been deployed
in counter insurgency opera-
tions in Kanker district of
Chhattisgarh since the year
2009. After its deployment, BSF
managed to eliminate the ter-
ror of Naxalites and succeeded
in creating a sense of security
among locals. So far, BSF
played an important role in

persuading 105 Hardcore
Naxalites to surrender while
the force gunned down nine
naxalites. BSF also recovered
more than 542 IEDs
(Improvised Explosive
Devices). Border Security
Force personnel are perform-
ing their duty in very difficult
conditions in the remote areas
with commitment and bravery.
Today the Border Security
Force has emerged as a presti-
gious force among the people.

Along with taking action
against the Naxalites in Kanker
district, the Border Security
Force is fulfilling its responsi-
bilities towards the society.
BSF is providing necessary
items, free medical facilities,
skills development training to
unemployed youth, arranging
tour of tribal youth to other
states under the Tribal Youth
Exchange Program, etc.

Like every year, tree planta-
tion program is being carried
out with great enthusiasm for
the protection of the environ-
ment in the area of BSF’s

deployment in Chhattisgarh. In
order to keep the environment
green and clean, so far 98,487
shady and fruit-bearing trees
have been planted by the
Border Security Force. This
campaign was started from the
month of June and will contin-
ue till the entire rainy season.

Revti Devi
Belchandan 

B h i l a i :

Senior mem-
ber of
G a y a t r i
P a r i w a r ,
Revti Devi
Belchandan,
wife of Late

Krishan Kumar
Belchandan, left for heav-
enly abode at the age of 78
years on August 15.
Funeral procession was
taken out from her resi-
dence situated at MIG-
1/934, Hudco and last rites
of the mortal remains
were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham.
She was the mother of
Pranil, Anil and Sunil
Belchandan.

Parmanand
Pandey 

B h i l a i :

Retired BSP
e m p l o y e e
Par manand
P a n d e y
breathed last
at the age of
69 years on

August 15. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out from
his residence situated at 5-
B, Avenue-B, Sector 01 on
Aug 17 around 11:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of
Rajkumar Pandey and
Geeta Pandey.

Bhilai, Aug 16: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation celebrated
the Independence Day
with patriotic fervour at
its Headquarters, Shaheed
Uadyaan as well as all the
zone offices. Mayor Neeraj
Pal unfurled the tricolour
at BMC headquarters
while MLA Devendra
Yadav hoisted the national
flag at Shaheed Udyan.
The gathering paid hom-
age to Martyr Lt Col Kapil
Dev Pandey and honoured
his family members.
Dignitaries from different
fields were also honoured
during the programme.
The entire atmosphere in
the Shaheed Udyaan was
filled with patriotism.

After hoisting the na-
tional flag at BMC
Headquarters, Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar honoured the
officials for their apprecia-
ble works. Thereafter,
Mayor and Commissioner
accompanied by other offi-
cials reached Shaheed
Udyan in Sector 5 where
Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav hoisted
the national flag. The en-
tire Shaheed Udyan was
decorated in tricolour and
patriotic songs were
played on loud speakers.

On the occasion of
Independence Day, MLA
Devendra Yadav and

Mayor Neeraj Pal hon-
oured dignitaries from dif-
ferent fields who have
made the city proud. The
first honour was given to
the family of Martyr Lt
Col Kapil Dev Pandey. His
mother Kusum Pandey
and sister Bhavana
Pandey (senior journalist)
were present on the occa-
sion. CommonWealth
Games Silver medallist
Akarshi Kashyap received
Sarvottkrisht Samman.
Life Time Achievement
Award was given to Bashir
Ahmed Khan for his work

in the field of sports, NK
Banchore was honoured
for making Bhilai proud
by becoming the President
of SEFI for three consecu-
tive terms, Urmila Ojha,
Administrative Officer,
Tribal Welfare Center was
honoured for her works in
the field of women uplift-
ment; Tanay Jain, Kritika
Jain and Raksha Jain
were honoured for donat-
ing their piggy bank sav-
ings for relief of arson vic-
tims; Khushi Gupta was
awarded cash prize of Rs
51000/- for designing
logo/mono for Municipal
Corporation, Bhilai. MS
Tripathy and Father Raju
Thomas were honoured
from the field of educa-
tion; Prabhanjay
Chaturvedi and Rakhi Roy
for their outstanding work
in the field of dance and
music; Amit Raj, Dimple
Kaur and Red Drop
Friends Club for social
service; Pradeep Sharma
and Jageshwari Meshram

for their excellent work in
the field of folk art. Other
dignitaries honoured on
the occasion are Premraj
Jachak (Table Tennis
International Judge and
Coach), Juhi Devangan
(International Badminton
Player); Neha Karva
(International Basketball
Player); Dr Nalini and DP
Deshmukh for outstand-
ing work in the field of lit-
erature; Pesha-e-Imam
Ajmaluddin Haider and
BK Asha Behen for doing
excellent work in the field
of spirituality; Vijay
Gupta, S Swaminathan
and Lata Shah for doing
excellent work in the field
of industry, Dr Rajeev Pal,
Dr Vijaya Wakodkar and
Dr Sanjeev Kumar Issar
for their excellent work in
medical field; NK Tank
and Ruchi Seth for out-
standing work in the field
of professional;
Jageshwar and Prem
Anand Rao were hon-
oured for doing excellent

work in the field of envi-
ronment.

MLA Devendra Yadav
said that they have tried
to honour the people who
have brought laurels to
the city. He congratulated
and wished all the people
of Bhilai a very Happy
Independence Day. Mayor
Neeraj Pal said on the oc-
casion of Independence
Day the officers/employ-
ees of Municipal
Corporation Bhilai have
earned many awards by
doing excellent work. We
can try even better to take
the name of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation to
new heights. At Shaheed
Udyan, he said that we
have made a small effort
to give respect to those
who glorified the name of
Bhilai city and added that
they will continue to hon-
our such people in future
as well. Various patriot
programmes were staged
in Shaheed Udyan. RJ
Animesh compeered the
programme.

On the occasion of
Independence Day, BMC
had decorated the
squares, offices, build-
ings, Shaheed Park and
other places with tri-
colour. A large number of
people visited the
Shaheed Park to witness
the biggest statue of
Shaheed e Azam Bhagat
Singh and the large na-
tional flag.

Bhilai, Aug 16: The main
flag hoisting ceremony of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was organised at Ispat
Bhavan. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) hoisted the flag at
Ispat bhavan at 09:00 hrs.
Chief Guest Dasgupta
gave the Independence
Day message and CISF
jawans accorded the
Guard of Honour to him.
Colourful balloons were
also let off into the sky.

Anirban Dasgupta in
his address said that
India’s 75th Independence
year is being celebrated as
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. Bhilai Steel
Plant is also enthusiasti-
cally taking part in this
campaign of ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ under the banner
of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. The National
Flag is being hoisted at
Bhilai everywhere along
with the entire Nation. “I
congratulate all of you
and your family members
on the occasion of
‘Independence day’. I dedi-
cate this Independence
day to the freedom fight-
ers, men and women who
made numerous sacrifices
who made India an
Independent country,” he
said. Bhilai Steel Plant is
contributing in the na-
tion’s development, being
a partner in ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ and ‘Make in
India’ campaigns, he
added.

Students from 13 BSP
schools took out mobile
tableaus on different
themes related to the
Freedom struggle. The
tableaus by Education de-
partment were widely ap-
preciated by Director I/c
(BSP) and Executive
Directors. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) congratulated SK
Bajpai, CISF
Commandant, who got the
President’s medal for
Meritorious service and
Savita Dhapwal from
Education department for
successfully completing
the Fit @ 50 Trans-
Himalayan trek.

AK Singh, ED (Works),
ISP, KK Singh, ED I/c (P &
A), AK Bhatta, ED(MM),
AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Tapan Sutradhar,
ED (Mines & Rowghat),
MM Gadre, ED (P & A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), DN Karan,
Acting ED (F & A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO
Incharge (M & HS) were
present as Special Guests
on the occasion.

Flag hoisting was done
to mark Independence Day
by Triparna Dasgupta,
President, Bhilai Mahila
Samaj at JLN Hospital and
RC. Saplings were also

planted by members of
Bhilai Mahila Samaj to
mark the occasion.
Felicitation of Doctors,
Para medical staff and
others was also done for
their contribution during
the COVID pandemic.

Flag hoisting was done
to mark Independence Day
at major locations of the
Plant. Flag hoisting was
done by KK Singh, ED I/c
(P & A), Refractory Store
by AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
at Sanyantra bhavan,
Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines & Rowghat) at CEZ
complex, S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects) at Expansion
building, MM Gadre, ED
(P & A) at Township build-
ing and DN Karan, Actg
ED (F & A) at Sector 04.
HoD’s hoisted the flag at
different departments of
the Plant while Presidents
of respective Clubs hoist-
ed the flag at Ispat Clubs.

Roads, chowks and
buildings of Bhilai
Township were decorated
by Township department
to mark Independence Day
and ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. Hoardings,
Banners, pole boards were
placed in the Township to
spread the message of
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’.
Attractive Selfie points to
promote clicking Selfies
with the Tricolour were
setup at Ispat bhavan and
Kala Mandir.

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1155::  

On the occasion of the 75th
anniversary of Independence Day,
the national flag was hoisted by
Chief Guest Ravindra Choubey,
Agriculture Minister at Police
Parade Ground in Durg district.
Forty martyrs’ families were hon-
oured with citations and shawls.
Out of the 40 martyr families, nine
are from Indian Army, one from Air
Force, one from CRPF, five from
STF, 13 from District Police Force
and 11 from Chhattisgarh Armed
Force. Along with this, 70 officers
and employees of various depart-
ments were honoured for their
excellent works. This year people
also hoisted the tricolor in their
homes. Akarshi Kashyap, who left
her indelible mark in the sports
world, was also honoured. She
won a silver medal in the
Commonwealth Games.

Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey was the chief guest of
the district level programme held
at Police Lines in Durg. After
unfurling the tricolour, Choubey
read out the message of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel to the
general public and also gave the
message of unity and integrity. He
mentioned about the inclusive
policies in which village, city, soci-
ety, culture and modernity are

amalgamated. He released white,
green and orange colored balloons
in the sky. Ten platoons presented
an attractive march past amidst
rains. The platoons of
Chhattisgarh Armed Force (Men),
District Police Force (Men),
District Police Force (Women),
Home Guards (Men), Home
Guards (Women), NCC Senior
Division (Boys), NCC Senior
Division (Girls), NCC Junior
Division (Girls), etc.

MLA Arun Vora, Mayor Durg
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev Kavre,
Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, Durg Municipal
Corporation Commissioner

Prakash Kumar Surve, Bhilai
Corporation Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava attended the
Independence Day function.
District Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan, Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi Sahu, Additional
Collector Arvind Ekka, Joint
Collector Praveen Verma, SDM
Mukesh Rawate and other offi-
cers/employees of district and
police administration were pres-
ent.

Families of 40 martyrs were
honored on the occasion of
Independence Day. They are
Martyr Kaushal Yadav from Indian
Army, Martyr Hiradhar Prasad
Thakur, Martyr Durvasalal Nishad,
Martyr Lieutenant Colonel Kapil
Dev Pandey, Martyr Surjit Singh,
Martyr Chumman Yadav, Martyr
Yuvraj Singh, Martyr Rajeshwar
Manjhi, Martyr D Rajarao, Martyr
Suresh Mishra, Martyr Gendlal
Gawde, Martyr Siyaram Singh,
Martyr Obedan Tirkey from Air
Force, Martyr Manoj Singh, Martyr
Adesh Pal, Martyr Narayan Singh
Dhruv, Martyr Dalbahadur, Martyr
Kiran Deshmukh, Martyr
Mahendra Pratap Singh Yadav,
Martyr Yogendra Singh, Martyr
Som Bahadur Thapa, Martyr
Prafulla Shukla, Martyr Sunderlal
Choudhary, Shaheed Ram Bhawan
Patel, Martyr Sanjay Rai, Martyr
Mahulal, Martyr Shankar Rao,
Martyr Ram Kumar Patel, Martyr
Kishan Churendra, Martyr Nazir
Baksh, Martyr Brijesh Singh,
Shaheed Harendra Singh, Martyr
Rajinikanth Singh, Martyr Amit
Kumar Nayak, Martyr Tarun
Deshmukh, Martyr Belsazar
Tirkey, Martyr Vishram Manjhi,
Martyr Ajay Sharma, Martyr
Manoj Verma and Martyr Than
Singh Thakur.

Water released from reservoirs triggers flood in Durg
Road connectivity disrupted with dozens of villages

 SDRF rescues 
25 people including
a newborn 
stranded in floods

Anirban hoists National flag on 75th Independence DayBSF celebrates 76th Independence
Day with enthusiasm

BSF wins the 

honour of best

marching contingent

The marching contingent of
Border Security Force
(Special Operations, CG)
bagged the top position
among central police forces
with its excellent turn out
and well synchronised and
smart march at the state
level Independence Day cel-
ebration held at Police
Parade Ground Raipur. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
gave away the trophy to the
contingent commander. BSF
- IG Indraj Singh congratu-
lated the jawans and officers
of the winning contingent.

Obituary 

BMC celebrates Independence Day with patriotic fervour 

 Family of Martyr Lt Col Kapil Dev Pandey honoured 

Choubey unfurls tricolour; 
honours the families of martyrs
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Bilaspur, Aug16:

The 76th Independence
Day of the country was
celebrated as Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahoschav at
NTPC Lara with patriotic
fervour and zeal. Diwakar
Kaushik, Chief General
Manager (NTPC Lara)
hoisted national flag at
Dhyanchand stadium and
exchange salute with
CISF personnel and secu-
rity guard.

Addressing the employ-
ees at Tarang auditorium
Kaushik reiterated coun-
try’s faith on NTPC as an
independent power major
for accelerating country’s
growth momentum by
providing affordable
power for all.

In his speech Kaushik
remembered NTPC’s first
quarter performance
which is 21.7 percent

higher than the last year
corresponding quarter.
He also elaborated
NTPC’s future plan about
being a 130-gigawatt com-
pany by the year 2032
with more emphasis on
renewable energy which
will be 30 percent of total
capacity.

Speaking about Lara
station performance Shri
Kaushik said day by day
Lara station performance
is increasing which is a
very good sign for a new
station like Lara.

In FY- 2022-23 Lars sta-
tion generated 4421.47
million units with 85.93
which is 4.84 percent
higher than previous
year. Besides generation
shri Kaushik gave impor-
tance to carry out more
and more CSR work in
the surrounding villages.
On this occasion employ-

ees those rendered exem-
plary work in their re-
spective fields were
awarded with BUH meri-
torious award and appre-
ciation letter from Head
of the project.

Under CSR, NTPC Lara
has planned to utilize the
used ash filter bags for
making of bag by the help
of women’s self help
group and those bags will
be sold in open market to
give the rural ladies as
source of income. Under
this initiative Chaya self
help group has shown in-
terest to carry out this
pilot project after success-
ful implementation more
and more self-help groups
will be included for this
work. In the morning
hour Akhilesh Singh, GM
(Operation and
Maintenance) hoisted na-
tional flag in the plant

premises and addressed
the employees. In another
programe children of Bal
Bhavan and
Steppingstone school
hoisted national flag in-
side Maitree Nagar town-
ship.

Under Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign all em-
ployees and associates
hoisted national flag in
their homes and to help
the villagers NTPC in as-
sociation with CISF dis-
tributed national flag to
commemorate the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahoschav in a
grand manner.

On this occasion all
GMs, senior employees,
representatives of union
and association, office
bearers and member of
Prerita Mhaila Samiti,
employees, CISF person-
nel and villagers were
present.

76th Independence Day 
celebrated at NTPC Lara

Bharni, Aug 16: 

The Independence Day
was celebrated at St.
Xavier’s High School
Bharni in a befitting
manner. The school build-
ing was decorated with
flags and flowers on the
occasion.

The program com-
menced at 9 a.m. with the
welcome of our honor-
able Chief Guest Surya
Prakash Sahu- Scientific
Officer Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre and Dr.
G. S. Pattnaik Managing
Director, St. Xavier’s
Chain of Schools.

The students, teachers
and the guardians partici-
pated in the auspicious
occasion. A parade was
organized which was led
by NCC Cadets.

After the parade was
over Chief Guest and
other dignitaries un-
furled the flag together.
As soon as the flag was

hoisted everyone sang the
national anthem. This
year one of the former
student named Surya
Prakash Sahu, Junior
Scientific Researcher at
BARC was the chief
guest. After that different

types of programmes
were presented by the stu-
dent. J.S. Hundal, princi-
pal of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni filled the
patriotic fervour among
spectators with his ad-
dress.

Dr. G.S. Patnaik con-
gratulated all the stu-
dents, parents and staff
on the occasion of the
Independence Day
Celebration. The Chief
Guest Surya Prakash
Sahu motivated the stu-
dents to be honest and
hardworking to serve the
nation.

This was followed by a
prize distribution pro-
gramme for the students
who proved their excel-
lency in various activi-
ties. A felicitation cere-
mony was also conducted
for the senior students.

Near about 1000 stu-
dents along with all the
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff were present to
experience the day. Thus,
the function of the red-
letter day came to an end
with a closing song and
vote of thanks to the
chair. Sweets were dis-
tributed among the stu-
dents and the spectators.

St. Xavier’s Bharni Celebrates
76th Independence Day

Konta, Aug 16: 

On auspicious occasion
of “76th Independence
Day” , DIG of Police
(Operations) Range Konta
and 217th CRPF jointly
hoisted the national flag in
the premises of 217th
Headquarters Konta. The
day was celebrated with
great pomp.

Chief guest Rajiv
Kumar Thakur (DIG)
hoisted the national flag

with the salute. The Chief
Guest addressed the sol-
diers present about the im-
portance of Independence
Day and “Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” and “Har Ghar
Tricolor” and also narrat-
ed the names of the recipi-
ents of various types of
medals announced by the
Central Government and
gave strength to all the sol-
diers present.

On this occasion Ashok
Kumar, (Command 217th

CRPF), Bhavani Pratap
Yadav, (Second
Commanding Officer,
Administration), Amit
Kumar Saxena (Second
Commanding Officer, Staff
Officer), Kul Bahadur
Thapa (Deputy
Commandant), Pratha
Sarathi Sahu, (Deputy
Commandant), Yagya
Kumar Singh, (Deputy
Commandant), officers,
subordinate officers and
soldiers also participated.

76th Independence Day 
celebrated with great fanfare 

At CRPF 217th Hq’s Konta premises

Jagdalpur Aug 16:

The 75th Independence
Day in Bastar district was
celebrated with patriotic
fervour.

The main programme
was organised at Lalbagh
Parade ground on Monday
and the chief guest was
Parliamentary Secretary of
Tribal Welfare and School
Education Dwarkadhish
Yadav. He hoisted the na-
tional flag and took salute
of the parade. In this proga-

rmme he read out the mes-
sage of CM Bhupesh
Baghel. During this
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade, IG POlice
Sundarraj P., Collector
Chandan Kumar and SSP
Jitendra Meena were pres-
ent.

SAGEMS and NCC
Platoon gets first prize:

In the parade on occasion
of I-Day on occasion of 75th
anniversary of
Independence, it was led by
Commander DIG Lalita

Mehar and Parade 2 IC Dy.
Inspector Guneshwari
Nareti and they performed
an attractive march-past on
Band with total 11 Platoons
led by them.

SAGEMS Dharampura
NCC Platoon secured the
first prize, 241 Bastaria
Battalion of Sedawa of
CRPF got the second prize
and Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces 5th Battalion got the
third prize. On this occa-
sion a total of 106 officers
and employees and work-

ers of NGOs were also felic-
itated. In this programme,
Mayor Safira Sahu,
Speaker Kavita Sahu,
Padam Shri recipient
Dharmpal Saini, Vice
Chancellor SK Singh, CCF
Mohammed Shahid, BSF
senior officers, CEO
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas, DFL DP Sahu,
Director Kanger Valley
National Park
Dhammasheel Ganwir and
other noted citizens and of-
ficers were present.

Attractive march-past mark I-Day
In Jagdalpur

Baikunthpur, Aug 16:

The New Life Institute
of Nursing Baikunthpur
run by the ‘New Life’
Health and Education
Society hoisted the na-
tional flag on occasion of
Independence Day here
on Monday.

This year in view of
Covid-19 pandemic, the
I-Day was celebrated ad-
hering to CAB as per
health department’s and
Centre’s guidelines and
so the number of pro-
grammes were cur-
tailed.

The chief guest at the
flag hoisting ceremony
was Dr Rakesh Kumar

Sharam and Dr Prince
Jaiswal. The pro-
gramme began with
prayers to Goddess
Saraswati, Bharat Mata
and to the Father of
Nation and by lighting
the traditional lamp.

It was in the presence
of the Chief Guest and
others, the national song
was presented and at the
conclusion the Chief
Guest RK Sharma and
Dr Prince Jaiswal ad-
dressed the gathering.
On this occasion
Principal of Institute,
staff of Nursing
Institute and students
were present in large
number.

I-Day celebrated at ‘New
Life’ Institute of Nursing

Bacheli, Aug 16:

On 16th August 2022, a
workshop was conducted
at DAV Public School with
the aim of providing effi-
ciency to the teachers in
teaching work through
smart board.

It is worth mentioning
that keeping in mind the
need of education through

the media of communica-
tion in the present times,
six smart boards have
been provided by the
NMDC Management,
Bacheli. This workshop
was organized with the
aim of updating the teach-
ers with the smart tech-
nologies.

The Principal Dr.
Chetna Sharma and her

team expressed their sin-
cere gratitude towards the
management for the time-
ly support and motivation.
The Computer teacher Mr.
Brijesh Kesharwani took
the whole session and gave
the necessary information
to update oneself in the
present time and
quenched the queries of
the teachers.

Bilaspur, Aug 16: 

The 75th Independence
Day brought a colourful
morning as this year the
tri-colour could be sight-
ed in every nook and cor-
ner. In Brilliant Public
School, Mission Campus
this extremely auspi-
cious day started with
immense pleasure as the
Head Boy Master
Pratyush Shenghale and
the Head Girl Miss
Anubhuti  Shrivastava
marched forward to es-
cort the Chief Guest Dr.
Ankit Thakral, an
MBBS, MS (ENT), a
renowned Head and

Neck Surgeon, the
Director of Unity
Hospital.

After the flag hoisting
ceremony, it was followed
by National Anthem. The
portraits of freedom
fighters were garlanded
by honourable Chief
Guest along with respect-
ed Principal Sangeeta
Mishra, Vice Principal
Nandita Chatterjee and
Coordinator Seema
Agrawal. The teachers
sang a patriotic song
with great melody to en-
hance the essence of
pride in every heart.

Cultural programmes
were presented by the

students including dance
on the theme of unity in
diversity, song was a
soothing melody to the
ears.Chief guest Dr.
Ankit Thakral asked the
students to follow their
goals with complete
focus and honesty , giv-
ing their hundred per-
cent without any short-
cuts and appreciated the
participants with loud
applaud. Lastly the head
girl of the School,
Anubhuti Shrivastava
presented vote of thanks
. The school management
conveyed Independence
Day wishes to all the citi-
zens of city and India.

Workshop on Smart Board Operation held
At DAV Bacheli

Brilliant Public School 
celebrates 76th I-Day

KKaarreellii  BBaaddii,,  AAuugg  1166:: On the
75th anniversary of the Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence,
Independence Day was cele-
brated with gaiety at the

Agriculture Development
Officer’s office, Magarlod.
After garlanding the portrait of
the well-known personalities,
Kirtan Singh Nareti, the senior
Agricultural Development
Officer of the organization,
hoisted the flag and saluted
the tricolor flag.  

The country has completed
75 years of Independence and
many martyrs, freedom fight-
ers have sacrificed their lives
for the country’s Independence
and it is for their martyrdom
and sacrifices that today we all
are celebrating independence
because of it, he added. On this
occasion, Bhagwan Singh,
Lomash Suryavanshi, Dagesh
Dhruva, Ved Vyas Suryavanshi,
Devendra Netam, Rashmi
Suryavanshi, Vishram
Vishwakarma were present.

Kirtan Singh Nareti 
hoisted the national flag

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  1166::  

Due to Corona infection, the
education of children has been
badly affected for the last
three years, now after the situ-
ation became normal, efforts
were on to compensate for the
damage caused to the children,
but the teachers’ strike, fol-
lowed by many festivals and
now due to frequent holidays
due to rain, the education of
the children is being affected
again. Here the teachers’
organizations have made up
their mind to agitate again
from August 22 on their
demands, if the teachers’
movement starts,  then the
education of the children is
sure to be annihilated, because
the teachers have now decided
to hold an indefinite agitation.
If the government does not pay

attention, then the children
may be harmed.

It is worth noting that after
the start of the new academic
session in July last month,
schools have not been able to
start even barely 15 days. Out
of which, schools continued to
celebrate the festival of entry
till July 15, followed by Goncha,
Guru Purnima, Bakri Eid,
Hariyali Amavasya and Sunday,
a total of 10 days holiday. At

the same time, the teachers
remained on strike for five
days. The education of the chil-
dren is in the ICU for the last
three years. Due to Corona, the
school was completely closed
for two years and studies came
to a standstill. During this, the
children who were admitted in
the first have now reached the
third. But they still do not know
how to count properly with
alphabets. At the same time,
the children of other classes
have also been motivated and
have reached two classes
ahead, but their knowledge is
still up to the then classes. In
such a situation, it was a chal-
lenge before the teachers that
after the opening of the school,
the learning class of the chil-
dren should be completed, but
for this also the opportunity is
not available.

Teachers’ strike, festivals, rains
affecting the education of children KKaarreellii  bbaaddii,,  AAuugg  1166:: The distribu-

tion ceremony of tie, belts to the
children was done in the school
premises with the cooperation of
the public in the  Govt primary
school Hasda 1.  92 pairs of shoes
worth about Rs 15000 were dis-
tributed to all the children by
Babu Baghel.  Financial assis-
tance of Rs 6000 was done by
Yogesh Yadav for tie, belt and
benches.  Chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Suniti Manharan
Patel District member Magarlod
and it was presided over by
Sarpanch Jagdish Ram Sahu and
special guest was Shivshankar
Yadav Former Sarpanch - Hasda
1), Vijay Shankar Yadu Purva
President, School Management
Development Committee, Sankul
Principal K. of  Kanwar, Narottam
Yadu village Patel, Gokul Yadav
started the program by offering
prayers to Goddess Saraswati.
On the occasion of the 75th Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence, vari-
ous patriotic songs were present-
ed with help of musical instru-

ments to pay tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the country. In this singer
Rajesh Sahu Navapara, tabla
player Toman Sahu and Argan -
Roshan Yadav performed various
patriotic songs.  And various cul-
tural programmes were staged
by the children of the school. 
Key speaker Chhagan Lal Sahu
expressed his gratitude for the
donors for donating shoe stock-
ings and tie, belt, benches to the
children of the school, as well as
the letter of gratitude to the
institution.  In the guest speech,
Sankul Principal Kanwar, Shiv
Shankar Yadav appreciated the
exemplary initiative of the
donors. 

On the occasion, cluster coor-
dinator, Govind Yadav, Chairman
of School Management
Development Committee Dau Lal
Sahu, Shatruhan Vishwakarma,
Jagannath Mahilwar, teacher
Rukmani Sahu, Chhameshwari
Baghel, Hari Ram Sahu,
Govardhan Patel, and other dig-
nitaries were present.

Children distributed shoe stocking 

CM presents Gallantry Medals 
to 10 Police officers

Raipur: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel presented
Police Gallantry medals to
police officers and jawans
on occasion of I-Day at the
main programme held at
Police Ground on Monday.
This year for 2022, CM pre-

sented Indian Police
Medals to 10 officers for
their remarkable services;
Union Home Minister
Medal to 8 officers and to 8
officers from Jail
Department with
Appreciable improvement

service medals. CM pre-
sented IG Bilaspur range
Ratanlal Dangi,
Commandant 15th
Battalion Bijapur Vivek
Shukla with the Indian
Police medal for their ap-
preciable services.

IIM Raipur celebrates 76th I-Day
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1166:: IIM Raipur cele-
brated India’s 76th Independence
day at its campus with great fer-
vor and zeal. Dr. Audhesh
Paswan, Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs, University of
North Texas was the honorable
Chief Guest of the event. The
day’s proceedings commenced
ceremoniously with the inspec-
tion of the Guard of Honor by Dr.
Ram Kumar Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur. This was followed by the
flag hoisting ceremony. The
National Flag swayed in all its
splendor and glory as the IIM
Raipur fraternity sang the
National Anthem with an infused
sense of patriotism.

Dr. Ram Kumar Kakani wished
and addressed everyone on the
occasion of Independence Day.
He took pride in being an Indian.
Freedom is the right or ability to
do or say what you want. India is

a country of no hindrance. He glo-
rified the contribution and
willpower of the freedom fighters
who fought with tools such as non
violence and Satyagraha. With
freedom comes responsibility that
is driven by 3 parameters, power,
urgency and legitimacy. He

encouraged everyone to be defini-
tive stakeholders of the nation.
This was followed by a melodious
performance on ‘Vande Mataram’,
‘Yeh Jo desh Hain Tera’ and ‘Aisa
Desh Hain Mera’ by the first and
second year MBA students.

Prof. Jithin P, Assistant

Professor, Economics & Public
Policy, IIM Raipur shared that the
strategy plan for a new India was
that economic growth becomes a
mass movement. He asserted how
young minds have a lot of oppor-
tunities to advance this nation.
Some macroeconomic indicators
like the GDP demonstrate growth.
But, India’s development goes
beyond its economy alone. It has
to do with technology, sports, and
governance. The fact that India
won 61 medals in the
Commonwealth Games filled him
with pride. The SAKSHAM
Committee from IIM Raipur also
organized various competitions,
fun activities, cultural pro-
grammes, and outdoor sports for
school students, including the
local ‘Gedi race’ and ‘Fugdi Dance’
at Government Middle School,
Tendua Village, Chhattisgarh.
Prizes were awarded to all compe-

tition winners. Special thanks to
Prof. Damini Saini, Assistant
Professor, Human Resource
Management, Prof. J Daniel
Inbaraj, Assistant Professor,
Marketing, Prof. Santanu Bhadra,
Assistant Professor, Business
Policy Policy & Strategy, and Prof.
Sourya Joyee Dee, Assistant
Professor, IT & Systems to make
the outreach program a success.

The Student affairs committee
organized a procession for the
students of IIM Raipur from our
college to the nearest village,
“Tendua” to promote the idea of
nationality and to distribute our
national flag to the locals.

Prizes and certificates were
distributed to students, house-
keeping staff, mess staff and
security guards of IIM Raipur for
numerous events that were con-
ducted earlier. The celebration
ended with a vote of thanks.

GGEA celebrates Independence Day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: On the
eve of the 75th
Anniversary of our
Independence, Gyan
Ganga Educational
Academy celebrated the
call of our revered Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav in its euphoric
uniqueness.

Even the pelting rain
could not deter the deter-
mination of our students
who came out to celebrate
the joyous occasion. Our
respected Principal
Ma’am hoisted the flag
and encouraged the chil-
dren to always upkeep
‘virtue’ and ‘discipline’;
the two pillarson which
our organization has built
its foundation. She ami-

ably explained to the chil-
dren that each one of us
can do something for the
betterment of our country
and elucidated examples
that everyone can follow.
She also enlightened us on
the slogan – “Jai
Anusandhan” and its im-

portance for our country.
Our cadets of NCC from

both Army-wing and Air-
wing braved the cold air
and rain to pay homage to
and honour our Tricolour.
The drumroll, the beating
periodic footsteps of our
cadets, and the mellifluous

song of ‘Vande Maa taram’
by the choir group elevat-
ed the atmosphere in such
a way that all present
could feel connected to the
essence of being grateful
to be able to be born in an
Independent India.

And as some traditions

have withstood the test of
time and still stand and
have become inseparable
from our culture; it was
ensured that everyone
present should get to taste
the sweetness of the effer-
vescent occasion and thus
the program concluded.

Water level in Sheonath,
Mahanadi rises

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday asked the ad-
ministration to monitor
the situation in Janjgir-
Champa and Raigarh dis-
tricts due to continuous
rise in the water level of
the Mahanadi river amid
heavy rains, an official
said.

The official said the
process of shifting people

from low-lying areas along
the major river to relief
camps had begun as a pre-
cautionary measure.

“Due to heavy rains, sev-
eral rivers are in spate.
Irrigation projects and
reservoirs in Raipur, Durg
and Bastar divisions are
full and water is being re-
leased continuously, which
is increasing the level of
the Mahanadi,” the official
said.

“A total of 52,000 cusec
(cubic foot per second)
water is being released
from Ravi Shankar reser-
voir in Dhamtari, while
the discharge is 5,000
cusec from Sondhpur
dam, 13,400 cusec from

Sikaser. The Mahanadi is
receiving 70,400 cusec
water, while the figure is
70,000 cusec for Shivnath
river,” he said.

About 9,00,000 cusec
water is coming into
Hirakud Dam and its man-
agement has decided to re-
lease water following a re-
quest from the
Chhattisgarh government
despite heavy rains and
flooding in neighbouring
Odisha, he said.

“Some 4,50,000 cusec
water is being released
from Hirakud and this is
causing flooding in
Janjgir-Champa and
Raigarh,” the official
added.

‘Trust, development & security helped
curb Naxalism in Ch’garh’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday said the three-
pronged strategy of “trust,
development and securi-
ty” played a crucial role in
effectively checking
Naxalism in the state.

In his Independence Day
address to the state after
hoisting the national flag
at the Police Parade
ground in Raipur, Baghel
also said the ‘rural indus-
trial park’ project will be
launched this year on
October 2, the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, to strengthen the
rural economy and im-
prove the financial condi-
tion of poor families in vil-
lages.

Highlighting his govern-
ment’s schemes and steps
taken for the welfare of
tribals, he said 1,275 cases
of various nature pending
in courts against tribals
were withdrawn resulting
in their acquittal, and
rules under the Panchayat
(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act were recently
enacted in the state.

We have achieved suc-
cess in containing
Naxalism which we had
received in legacy (from

previous governments).
This success is the victory
of democratic beliefs and
the three-pronged strategy
of ‘vishwas, vikas and
surkasha’ (trust, develop-
ment and security) has
played a crucial role in
achieving it, the CM said.

Chhattisgarh has been
fighting the menace of
Left Wing Extremism for
more than three decades.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has boosted the
morale of police and other
security forces by taking
positive steps for their
welfare in the last three-
and-a-half years.

In 2018, the police force
strength in the state was

75,125, which has now in-
creased to 80,128, he said.

The recruitment of
2,800 local youth is being
done in the newly raised
Bastar Fighters special
force which will add
strength to the security
forces,” he said.

Baghel said the state
government has been de-
veloping gauthans (cow
shelters) into rural indus-
trial parks to provide addi-
tional means for liveli-
hood to poor families.

The project will be start-
ed from October 2 on the
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti and in the first
year, 300 rural industrial
parks will be set up, he

added.
The state government

has set up gauthans in vil-
lages under its ambitious
Narva-Garva-Ghurva-
Bari (rivulet, cow, compost
pit, vegetable garden)
scheme and is procuring
cow dung at Rs 2 per kg
under the Godhan Nyay
Yojna.

Last month, the state
government started
procuring cow urine
under the scheme at Rs 4
per litre.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has fulfilled its
promise of making farm-
ing a profitable business.

Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country to give
an input subsidy of Rs
9,000 per acre to farmers
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojna and so
far Rs 13,000 crore has
been given to farmers
under the scheme in three
years,” he said. Under the
Godhan Nyay Yojna, cow
dung sellers, women self
help groups and gauthan
committees have been
given Rs 312 crore in two
years, while water cess to
the tune of Rs 342 crore of
more than 17 lakh farmers
have been waived, the CM
said.

The state government

has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) with the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) for technical sup-
port for producing elec-
tricity from cow dung and
efforts are also being
made to manufacture oil
paint and other products
from cow dung, he said.

Under the ‘Rajiv Gandhi
Bhoomihin Krishi
Majdoor Nyay Yojna’
launched earlier this year,
Rs 213 crore has been
given to landless labour-
ers in rural areas, Baghel
said.

In the last three years,
2,230 new industrial units
have been set up with an
investment of Rs 21,494
crore where 41,000 people
have got employment, he
said.

The CM also said that
land has been identified at
112 places in development
blocks to set up food parks.

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the state has set a
target of installing tap
water connections to pro-
vide 55 litre water per per-
son in rural areas to 56
lakh households by
September 2023.

Out of it, so far 13.8 lakh
tap connections have been
provided, he said.

IIT Bhilai celebrates 76th
Independence Day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: The
Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai cele-
brated the 76th
Independence Day with
great enthusiasm and ex-
uberance. The celebra-
tions began with a flag
hoisting ceremony by
Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, in
front of the academic
block, which was followed
by the singing of the
National Anthem and a
grand parade by students
and security guards. A
tree plantation drive was
held to mark the occasion.

Prof. Moona began his
address by greeting those
assembled with his best
wishes for “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav”, which
commemorates 75 years of
independence of our
country. He also hailed the
“Har Ghar Tiranga” cam-
paign of the Govt. of
India. He spoke about the
freedom fighters of India
and pointed out that in
this 200-year struggle for

independence, contribu-
tions were made by many
unknown freedom fight-
ers. He recounted the
story of Assam’s
Maniram Dewan and his
revolt against the British
during the 1857 uprising,
for which he was hanged.
He also recalled the sto-
ries of Haryana’s Pandit
Nekiram and
Chhattisgarh’s Pandit
Sundarlal Sharma, before
speaking about the great-
ness of Lala Lajpat Rai,
Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Bipin Chandra Pal among
other national heroes.

Prof. Moona said that in
order to meet the im-
mense expectations of an
eminent country like
ours, IIT Bhilai must
spearhead the national
drive towards research
and technological devel-
opment. He spoke about
the academic achieve-
ments of students, the es-
tablishment of nearly 40
MoUs, the institute’s suc-
cess with student place-
ments, and the formation
of 14 start-ups by the stu-

dents and faculty mem-
bers of IIT Bhilai through
the IIT Bhilai Innovation
and Technology
Foundation (IBITF),
which is a Section 8 com-
pany responsible for exe-
cuting the activities of
TIH.

Celebrating the achieve-
ments of meritorious stu-
dents, three awards were
presented on this occa-
sion. Shashwat Jaiswal
received the P. K. Jain
Memorial Award, set up
by Smt. Sharada Jain, for
his contribution towards
the growth of the insti-
tute. The R. P. Singh
Memorial Award for
Leadership and Social
Work, offered by Mr.
Akash Keshav Singh, an
alumnus of IIT
Gandhinagar, was given
to Ananya. Anjana
Kannan received the
Gayatri Devi Leadership
award, instituted by Mr.
Ketan Mishra, an alum-
nus of the first batch of
IIT Bhilai.

The award ceremony
was followed by a fancy
dress competition by the
children of faculty and
staff members of the in-
stitute. There were also
some cultural perform-
ances by the students of
IIT Bhilai followed by a
quiz competition. The
programme ended with a
vote of thanks. The entire
event was also streamed
live online.
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Baghel asks offi-
cials to monitor
Janjgir-Champa,
Raigarh situation

GSS celebrates I-Day with sense of patriotism
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 16: Shri
Gujrati Sikshan Sangh
(GSS) which runs three
schools- Shri Gujrati
Primary School, Shri
Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
and Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School jointly
celebrated 76th
Independence Day termed
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
with zeal and patriotism.
Tricolor was hosted by
GSS President Narayan
Bhai Patel and Patron
Committee Secretary
Dinesh Bhai Rathod in
presence of Vice President

duo Jayanti Bhai Patel and
Kirti Bhai Vyas, Treasurer
Jayant Bhai Taunk,
Secretary Ashok Bhai
Patel, Joint Secretary
Vitthal Bhai Patel and
other office bearers of
GSS. After unfurling of tri-

color, guests released a
placard in the air in which
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
was written. Later patriot-
ic speeches were delivered
by the students, school
choir group led by VS Jha
and Rupendra Shrivastav

presented patriotic song.
The students who have
notched top three positions
in the 10th and 12th board
examinations of both the
schools were honoured at
the hands of guests.
Kumkum Lunia who
scored highest marks in
Class X board examination
of CBSE and Siddhi
Patidar who scored highest
marks in Class XII board
examination of CBSE were
honored with memento. Dr
Ashish Tripathi (MBBS)
who was a past student of
Shri Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
was honoured on the occa-
sion. President Narayan
Bhai Patel spoke on the oc-

casion. A dance group of
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School present-
ed a patriotic dance while
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School
Principal Dr Shailesh
Sharma proposed vote of
thanks. Principal of Shri
Gujrati Hindi Medium
Higher  Secondary School
Anis Memon, HM of
Primary School Prakash
Patel, Administrator V K
Mishra, Registrar Ashok
Jachak, Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar and
Academic Coordinator
Bhaskar Sharma were
present on the occasion.

Raipur: CM Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
photo exhibition on occa-
sion of 75th anniversary of
Independence Day at
Town Hall by the PR de-
partment on Monday. This
exhibition has been organ-
ised in memory of the
freedom fighters and great
revolutionaries in the
country’s freedom strug-
gle and it will be opened
till Aug 21 daily from 11:00
am to 8:00 pm.



I-DAY EVENT IN TEL AVIV

Indias Ambassador to Israel Sanjeev Singla with former PM Benjamin Netanyahu
(2nd R) during an event to celebrate 75 years of Indias Independence, in Tel Aviv,
Monday.

CHINESE RESEARCH SHIP

Sri Lankan port workers hold a Chinese national flag to welcome Chinese research ship Yuan Wang 5 as it arrives in
Hambantota International Port in Hambantota, Sri Lanka, Tuesday. The ship was originally set to arrive Aug. 11 but
the port call was deferred due to apparent security concerns raised by India. 
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Kyiv, Aug 16 (AP):

With much fanfare, ship
after ship loaded with
grain has sailed from
Ukraine after being stuck
in the country’s Black Sea
ports for nearly six
months. More quietly, a
parallel wartime deal met
Moscow’s demands to
clear the way for its wheat
to get to the world, too,
boosting an industry vital
to Russia’s economy that
had been ensnared in
wider sanctions.

While the US and its
European allies work to
crush Russia’s finances
with a web of penalties for
invading Ukraine, they
have avoided sanctioning
its grains and other goods
that feed people world-
wide.

Russian and Ukrainian
wheat, barley, corn and
sunflower oil are impor-
tant to countries in Asia,
Africa and the Middle
East, where millions rely
on subsidized bread for
survival. As the war
spiked food and energy

prices, millions of people
have been pushed into
poverty or closer to the
brink of starvation.

Two deals that the U.N.
and Turkey brokered last
month to unblock food
supplies depend on each
other: one protects ships
exporting Ukrainian grain
through the Black Sea and
the other assures Russia
that its food and fertilizer
won’t face sanctions, safe-
guarding one of the pillars
of its economy and help-
ing ease concerns from in-
surers and banks.

The agreement allowed
a Western shipper to move
two vessels of grain out of
Russia in a matter of
weeks. It used to take
months because Western
banks refused to transfer
payments to Russia.
Although U.S. and
European Union sanctions
don’t directly target
Russian agriculture,
Western banks have been
wary of running afoul,
hindering buyers’ and
shippers’ access to
Russian grain.

You have to invest time
with the banks to make
them understand this
whole thing because the
authority says, Go ahead
there’s no sanction,’ but
the banks self-sanction,
said Gaurav Srivastava,
whose company Harvest
Commodities buys, ships
and sells grains from the
Black Sea region.

He called the process
with banks a labor inten-
sive exercise.

What’s changed in re-
cent weeks, Srivastava
said, is the appearance ...
of this being sort of a
truce between all parties.

The deal mattered to
Russia because it’s the
world’s biggest exporter of
wheat, accounting for al-
most a fifth of global ship-
ments, and the country is
expected to have one of its
best-ever crop seasons this
year. Agriculture accounts
for around 4% of Russia’s
gross domestic product,
according to the World
Bank.

What is more important
is employment,” said

Russian economist Sergey
Aleksashenko, referring to
jobs created by agricul-
ture. It’s like 7 to 8% of em-
ployment.

Farming provides 5-6
million Russian jobs, with
some regions almost en-
tirely dependent on it for
their livelihood, he said.

Srivastava, whose com-
pany operates from Los
Angeles and Geneva,
hopes to be able to ship out
10-15 million tons of
Russian grain over the
coming year.

He also has been able to
move out two chartered
ships that were stuck at
Ukrainian ports since the
start of the war on Feb. 24.
He said the company is
aiming to pick up 1 million
tons of grain from
Ukraine under the four-
month-long U.N. deal.

We are a commercial
business, but we are trying
to help the plight of farm-
ers in both Russia and
Ukraine, Srivastava said.
I’m very optimistic, espe-
cially in the last couple of
weeks.”

Ukraine’s Black Sea deal also helps
Russian farmers, economy

Beijing, Aug 16 (PTI):

China on Tuesday an-
nounced sanctions on
seven “die-hard” pro-inde-
pendence Taiwanese
politicians and officials,
including Taipei’s repre-
sentative to Washington,
amid concerns over the in-
creasing visits by foreign
dignitaries to the self-
ruled island claimed by
Beijing.

The sanctions were an-
nounced by Beijing follow-
ing trips to the island by
US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi in early August and
a US Congressional dele-
gation led by Democratic
Senator Ed Markey on
Monday.

Also Last week,

Lithuanian Deputy
Minister of Transport and
Communications Agne
Vaiciukeviciute visited
Taiwan. Lithuania is part
of the European Union.

China has already im-
posed sanctions against
Pelosi and Agne and held
high-intensity military
drills in Taiwan Strait,
sparking fears of an
armed conflict with
Taiwan, which China
claims as part of its main-
land.

After Pelosi’s visit,
China is concerned that
there will be a flurry of
visits by top officials from
the US and allied coun-
tries to the self-ruled
Island.

China announced sanc-
tions against seven
Taiwanese government of-
ficials and politicians, say-
ing they pushed a pro-in-
dependence agenda for the
breakaway island.

The Taiwan Affairs

Office of the ruling
Communist Party of
China said on Tuesday
those sanctioned and their
family members would not
be allowed to enter main-
land China, Hong Kong or
Macau. They will not be
permitted to do business
with the Chinese main-
land.

Their affiliated compa-
nies and financial spon-
sors would not be allowed
to gain profits from the
mainland, a spokesman of
the office was quoted by
state-run Xinhua as say-
ing. The Taiwan office
would take other neces-
sary measures and those
sanctioned would be held
accountable for life,” the
spokesman said.

For a period of time, a
small number of Taiwan
independence die-hards
have tried their best to col-
lude with external forces
to carry out independence’
provocations, deliberately

inciting cross-strait con-
frontation, and wantonly
undermining the peace
and stability of the
Taiwan Strait. They per-
formed extremely poorly
during Pelosi’s trip to
Taiwan, China’s Taiwan
Affairs Office spokesman
said. The names of die-
hard separatists an-
nounced Tuesday are only
a part of the list,” the
spokesperson said.

Among the seven peo-
ple on the sanction list,
six are members of the
independence-leaning
Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) of Taiwan.

They include Hsiao
Bi-khim, Taiwan’s rep-
resentative to the US
and Ker Chien-ming, the
DPP caucus head of the
legislature.

Others included Wang
Ting-yu, a legislator who
sits on the foreign rela-
tions and defence com-
mittee, Wellington Koo,

secretary general of the is-
land’s National Security
Council, Tsai Chi-chang,
vice-speaker of Taiwan’s
legislature, and Lin Fei-
fan, deputy secretary gen-
eral of the DPP.

The non-DPP member
sanctioned is Chen Jiau-
hua, New Power Party leg-
islator and chairwoman,
Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post re-
ported.

China sanctions seven top Taiwanese officials
After 2nd US
Congressional 
delegation’s visit 
to Taipei

Israeli leaders highlight growing influence
of India on 75 years of Independence

Tel Aviv, Aug 16 (PTI):

Senior Israeli leaders
from across the political
spectrum have congratu-
lated India on its 75 years
of Independence, empha-
sising on its growing in-
fluence as a regional and
global power and emer-
gence as an innovation su-
perpower that could help
in changing the world for
the better.

Israeli President Isaac
Herzog on Monday
evening attended an event
to celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of India’s
Independence and 30
years of full diplomatic re-
lations between India and
Israel attended by hun-
dreds of Indians and local
India enthusiasts.

“India’s influence as a
regional and global power
is steadily on the rise, and

I am confident that the
greater your level of en-
gagement, the greater the
positive change,” Herzog
said.

“Israel shares in this
marvelous celebration of
national Indian pride. We
send our warmest wishes
for peace and prosperity
and we look forward to
working with you, side by
side, to secure the promise
of a brighter future. Mazal
tov!”. (should find out the
meaning of this expres-
sion)

The Israeli President
highlighted “clear paral-
lels” in India’s historical
triumph and Israel’s na-
tional story.

Both ancient nations,
enriched by centuries of
teachings and heritage, in-
tertwined throughout his-
tory, and achieved inde-
pendence within the same

year, he said.
“We will celebrate our

75th in a few months’ time.
Today, just a few decades
later, we find our two mod-
ern republics proudly
bound together by creativ-
ity and democracy, by in-
genuity coupled with deep
respect for timeless faiths
and belief systems, which
transcend time,” he noted.

“Israel and India both
aim for equality and pros-
perity, we both face chal-
lenges, internal and exter-
nal; and we are both open
to expanding partner-
ships,” Herzog added.

“By joining forces,
working together to max-
imise our strengths,
whether in science or
agriculture, hi-tech or
green tech, and so much
more, we can generate
deep change for our two
peoples,” he said.

Seoul, Aug 16 (AP):

The United States and
South Korea will begin their
biggest combined military
training in years next week
in the face of an increasing-
ly aggressive North Korea,
which has been ramping up
weapons tests and threats of
nuclear conflict against
Seoul and Washington, the
South’s military said
Tuesday.

The allies’ summertime
drills, which will take place
from Aug. 22 to Sept. 1 in
South Korea under the name
of Ulchi Freedom Shield,
will include field exercises
involving aircraft, warships,
tanks and potentially tens of
thousands of troops.

The drills underscore
Washington and Seoul’s
commitment to restore

large-scale training after
they cancelled some of their
regular drills and downsized
others to computer simula-
tions in recent years to cre-
ate space for diplomacy with
Pyongyang and because of
COVID-19 concerns. The U.S.
Department of Defense also
said the U.S., South Korean
and Japanese navies took
part in missile warning and
ballistic missile search and
tracking exercises off the
coast of Hawaii from Aug. 8
to 14, which it said was
aimed at furthering trilater-
al cooperation in face of
North Korean challenges.

While the United States
and South Korea describe
their exercises as defensive,
Ulchi Freedom Shield will
almost surely draw an angry
reaction from North Korea,
which describes all allied

trainings as invasion re-
hearsals and has used them
to justify its nuclear
weapons and missiles devel-
opment. Before they were
shelved or downsized, the
U.S. and South Korea held
major joint exercises every
spring and summer in South
Korea. The spring ones had
been highlighted by live-fire
drills involving a broad
range of land, air and sea as-
sets and usually involved
around 10,000 American and
200,000 Korean troops. Tens
of thousands of allied troops
had participated in the sum-
mertime drills, which had
mainly consisted of comput-
er simulations to hone joint
decision making and plan-
ning, although South
Korea’s military has empha-
sized the revival of large-
scale field training this time.

Officials at Seoul’s Defense
Ministry and its Joint Chiefs
of Staff did not comment on
the number of U.S. and
South Korean troops that
would be participating in
Ulchi Freedom Guardian
Shield.

US, South Korea to begin expanded
military drills next week

Dubai, Aug 16 (AP):

Iran said Tuesday it
submitted a written re-
sponse to what has
been described as a
final roadmap to re-
store its tattered nu-
clear deal with world
powers.

Iran’s state-run IRNA
news agency offered no
details on the sub-
stance of its response,
but suggested that
Tehran still wouldn’t
take the European
Union-mediated pro-
posal, despite warnings
there would be no more
negotiations.

The differences are
on three issues, in
which the United States
has expressed its ver-
bal flexibility in two
cases, but it should be
included in the text, the
IRNA report said. The
third issue is related to
guaranteeing the con-
tinuation of (the deal),
which depends on the
realism of the United
States.

Tehran under hard-
line President Ebrahim
Raisi has repeatedly
tried to blame
Washington for the
delay in reaching an ac-
cord. Monday was re-

ported to have been a
deadline for Iran’s re-
sponse.

There was no imme-
diate acknowledgment
from the EU that Iran
submitted its response.
The EU has been the
go-between in the indi-
rect talks.

From Washington,
State Department
spokesman Ned Price
said the U.S. would
share its own response
to the EU. We do agree,
however, with (the
EU’s) fundamental
point, and that is that
what could be negotiat-
ed has been negotiated,

Price said.
He added that Iran

had been making unac-
ceptable demands
going beyond the text of
the 2015 nuclear deal,
which saw Iran drasti-
cally limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions.

If Iran wants these
sanctions lifted, they
will need to alter their
underlying conduct,”
Price said. “They will
need to change the dan-
gerous activities that
gave rise to these sanc-
tions in the first place.
(AP)

Iran submits a ‘written response’ in nuclear deal talks

T he food we consume has
a massive impact on our

planet. Agriculture takes up
half the habitable land on
Earth, destroys forests and
other ecosystems and pro-
duces a quarter of the world's
greenhouse gas emissions.
Meat and dairy specifically
accounts for around 14.5% of
global greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

So changing what we eat
can help reduce carbon emis-
sions and promote sustain-
able farming. But there are
several climate-friendly diets
to choose from. The best
known are the completely
plant-based vegan diet, the
vegetarian diet, which also al-
lows eggs and dairy, and the
pescetarian diet, which also
allows seafood.

There are also flexitarian
diets, where three quarters of
meat and dairy is replaced by
plant-based food, or the
Mediterranean diet which al-
lows moderate amounts of
poultry, pork, lamb and beef.
Deciding which diet to choose
is not as simple as you might
expect. Let us start with a
new fad: the climatarian diet.

One version was created by
the not-for-profit organisation
Climates Network, which
says this diet is healthy, cli-
mate friendly and nature
friendly. According to the
publicity with a simple diet
shift you can save a tonne of
CO2 equivalents per person
per year ( equivalents just
means methane and other
greenhouse gases are fac-
tored in alongside carbon
dioxide).

Sounds great, but the diet
still allows you to eat meat
and other high emission foods
such as pork, poultry, fish,
dairy products and eggs. So
this is just a newer version of
the climate carnivore diet ex-
cept followers are encouraged
to switch as much red meat
(beef, lamb, pork, veal and
venison) as possible to other
meats and fish.

The diet does, however, en-
courage you to cut down on
meat overall and to choose
high-welfare and local meat
where possible, while avoid-
ing food waste and choosing
seasonal, local foods.

So saving a tonne of carbon
dioxide is great but switching
to vegetarianism or veganism
can save even more. A west-
ern standard meat-based diet
produces about 7.2 kilograms
of CO2 equivalent per day,
while a vegetarian diet pro-
duces 3.8 kg and a vegan diet
2.9 kg. If the whole world
went vegan it would save
nearly 8 billion tonnes CO2e
while even a switch to the
Mediterranean diet would
still save 3 billion tonnes.
That is a saving of between
60% and 20% of all food emis-

sions as which are currently
at 13.7 billion tonnes of CO2e
a year.

Water and land use
To save our planet, we must

also consider both water and
land usage. Beef, for instance,
needs about 15,000 litres of
water per kilo. Some vegetari-
an or vegan foods like avoca-
dos and almonds also have a
huge water footprint, but
overall a plant-based diet has
about half the water con-
sumption of a standard meat-
based diet.

A global move away from
meat would also free up a
huge amount of land, since
billions of animals would no
longer have to be fed. Soya,
for instance, is one of the
world's most common crops
yet almost 80% of the world's
soybeans are fed to livestock.
The reduced need for agricul-
tural land would help stop de-
forestation and help protect
biodiversity. The land could
also be used to reforest and
rewild large areas which
would become a natural store
of carbon dioxide.

(Mostly) healthier
A plant based diet is also

generally healthier. Meat, es-
pecially highly processed
meat, has been linked to a
string of major health issues
including high blood pres-
sure, heart disease and can-
cer.

However, meat, dairy and
fish are the main sources of
some essential vitamins and
minerals such as calcium,
zinc, iodine and vitamin B12.
A strict vegan diet can put
people at risk of deficiencies
unless they can have access to

particular foods or take sup-
plements. Yet both specialist
food and supplements are too
expensive for many people
around the world and it would
be hard to scale up supple-
ments production to provide
for billions of extra people.

So a climatarian or flexitar-
ian approach means there are
fewer health risks and also al-
lows people to still exercise
choice. One study suggests a
move to a global plant-based
diet could reduce global mor-
tality by up to 10% by 2050.

Nine animals per 
person per year

One of the issues that
seems to be lacking in many
food discussions is the ethical
dimension. Every year we
slaughter 69 billion chickens,
1.5 billion pigs, 0.65 billion
turkeys, 0.57 billion sheep,
0.45 billion goats, and 0.3 bil-
lion cattle. That is over nine
animals killed for every per-
son on the planet per year all
for nutrition and protein
which we know can come
from a plant-based diet. So
what is the ideal global diet to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, reduce habitat destruc-
tion and help you live longer?
Well I suggest being an ultra-
flexitarian a diet of mostly
plant-based foods but one that
allows meat and dairy prod-
ucts in extreme moderation,
but red and processed meat
are completely banned. This
would save at least 5.5 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent per
year (40% of all food emis-
sions), decrease global mor-
tality by 10% and prevent the
slaughter of billions of inno-
cent animals.
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Beware of hazardous
pollutants

It is really surprising to learn
that drinking rainwater any-
where in the world is danger-
ous due to the rising levels of
"forever chemicals." The risks
of "forever chemicals," also
known chemically as 'per- and
polyfluoroalkyl compounds' or
PFAS , hazardous pollutants
that can persist for thousands
of years, were clearly
described in a research pub-
lished in the peer reviewed
journal Environmental Science
& Technology. PFAS are a fami-
ly of man-made compounds
used in a wide range of prod-
ucts today, from food packag-
ing to waterproof clothing.
They can spread in the atmos-
phere and are now found in
every corner of our Earth –
including rainwater, snow and
even human blood. According
to experts at Stockholm
University and ETH Zurich,
PFAS have been linked to a
wide range of potentially harm-
ful health effects, including
cancer, infertility and pregnan-
cy troubles, immune system
issues, and elevated choles-
terol. Researchers say that
these chemicals are shockingly
toxic at extremely low
doses.Therefore, people should
take care to have their drinking
water tested as needed and be
aware of the possible impacts
PFAS may have on their overall
health.

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr
VVeeppaakkoommmmaa,,  PPrriinncciippaall    ((RReettdd..))

India is really
great!

As they say World is a play
ground we Indian's are playing
around the world meaning pro-
pelled in all domains and wide
spreaded across the world. We
are thrilled to be experiencing
something very special that only
happens once in a lifetime. On
the occasion of the nation's 75th
anniversary of independence.
India is widely acknowledged to
be both densely populated and
impoverished. However, we have
a unique chance to benefit from
the demographic dividend of hav-
ing the largest proportion of citi-
zens who are under 30.Our great-
est accomplishment is that,
despite criticism, we emerged
and advanced just 75 years after
the British fled from us. Contrary
to popular belief, we have not
divided into a hundred tiny
nations. This is India's beauty;
despite our differences in lan-
guage, caste, religion, and many
other areas, we are nonetheless
bound together by our shared
identity.The greatest contribution
that India and Indians have made
to the world is a multitude of
wonderful things. Indians are
widely dispersed throughout the
world and aid in the development
of other nations. The Indian com-
munity has achieved success in
every field. There are currently
eight presidents and prime minis-
ters in office that were born in
India. And to top it all off, it takes
just 75 years for someone of
Indian heritage to become the
leader of a conquered nation. It is
a stunning example of how India
has grown to become the world's
greatest single power.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr
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Medical staff with day-old infants born on Independence Day, at a hospital in Patna, Tuesday, Aug. 16.

Which diet will help save our planet: climatarian,
flexitarian, vegetarian or vegan?

BABIES BORN ON I-DAY

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

MARK MASLIN

KK
eeping channels in additional to diplomatic ones open for
contact with the objective of de-escalating the prevailing

situation on the eastern sector of Ladakh , China and India are
progressively working in that direction. As is wont with the
Chinese on less recurring manner indulging in intrusions and vio-
lations of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and to its surprise
meeting with adequate and prompt response from the Indian
side especially in respect of Chinese air space violations of the
Indian territory though of minor nature, China and India having
in principle agreed to establishing of hotline (contact) between
the Air Forces of the two countries can be seen in an entire pos-
itive and constructive angle. India, as is known fairly to the world
community, has been wedded to the high principles of maintain-
ing and strengthening good neighbourly relations between the
countries and working for peace, China on the other hand has
shown its adamant attitude in not settling the ”remaining” fric-
tion points that came into existence due to Chinese violations of
the LAC two years ago in Ladakh. However, since despite holding
as many as 16 round of talks at military levels, one after the
other, periodically over the last two years between the two coun-
tries, the situation continues to be fluid where the armies of the
two Asian giants are engaged in an eyeball to eyeball position,
China has been seen not abhorring or ruling out holding talks and
contacts and that policy indeed was going to de-escalate the ten-
sions. The fresh move to establish a hotline (contact) between
the two Air Forces would lead to removing of doubts and
exchanging of certain information between the two countries
from on the spot position which would vastly check any minor air
violations from the country which in the absence of a hotline like
contacts had the propensity to triggering a situation which could
even lead to a major conflict between the two countries. China
now having come to learn about India’s position in this respect in
more clear terms carries lot of meaning. China presently caught
in a quagmire like situation in issues related to Taiwan where it
continues to ”show” up its force which could become a water-
shed moment in the decades old conflict over the island and the
US taking a firm stand against it, cannot afford to open more
fronts to get involved hence in whatever form and manner , it
tries to give talks and contacts between the two countries the
required importance which India duly reciprocates. It is one
thing that the element of an adamant posture by China in such
meetings especially in 14th , 15th and 16th rounds of talks has
proved not paving the way for a solution , quite another if such
a channel would altogether be stopped which, therefore,
means that every move in this direction needs to be encour-
aged and strengthened regardless of the results expected to
be obtained in the shortest period of time. The formalities and
the structure etc of the proposed establishing of hotline
between the two countries are to be worked out which can be
decided mutually in the forthcoming military level talks . One
development , however, in the entire process is participation of
Indian Air Force though for the first time in the talks in addi-
tion to usually by the Army authorities and the next meeting,
therefore, is expected to be represented by an officer of the
rank of Air Vice Marshal. While the Army is already engaged
extensively on the Ladakh sector following Chinese violations
of the LAC, the stepping in by the IAF in the process stemmed
from Chinese violations on a few occasions of Indian airspace
which was duly responded by the IAF fighter aircraf.

Setting up hotline contact
between China and India

Rajendra Kumar Sharma

JJ  uly 18 was the first day of the Monsoon session of Parliament
which was adjourned.  The reason for the adjournment is the

ruling party or the opposition party, it can be told only by those
who watch the proceedings of the Parliament.  But the disruption
in the proceedings of the Parliament is sad and also a big eco-
nomic loss for the countrymen.  According to a news, the expen-
diture per minute of the proceedings of the Parliament is about
2.5 lakh rupees.  Can it be estimated that adjournment of the ses-
sion even for a day is how expensive it is for every Indian?

When political parties are under their political interests, such
a valuable session, in which issues related to public interest
should have been discussed and resolved, are wasted. There are
three sessions of Parliament in a whole year, which lasts only 70
to 80 days, which would rarely be completed. According to a
news, in the year 1992, the Parliament worked for 80 days.
According to a data, during the winter session of the year 2016,
92 hours were wasted due to disruption. It can be estimated that
according to the cost of one minute, 2.5 lakh, how much would
have been the expenditure of 92 hours? This expenditure comes
to thirteen crore eighty lakh rupees. Such a huge amount could
have been used for the poor people of the country and develop-
ment plans of the country. Shouldn't this be answered? All this is
money received from the people of the country in the form of
various taxes which is spent in running the Parliament. And the
country gives this money so that the decisions of the develop-
ment of the country can be taken by the representative (MP)
elected by the people, sitting in the temple of democracy
(Parliament), the problems of the countrymen can be resolved,
on the defense related needs of the country. Decisions can be
taken etc. The disqualification of some MPs during the Monsoon
Session by the Speaker of Parliament for disrupting the proceed-
ings of the Parliament should be considered a laudable move.
Because for the last few years it is being seen that the MPs have
not been successful in maintaining the dignity of the Parliament.
The use of Parliament for the fulfillment of political interests
cannot be justified. Apart from the Parliament sessions, there are
many occasions and times when political parties can accuse each
other, argue, to serve their interests. The economic loss of the
people of the country should not be done by postponing it. MPs
should take initiative to save Parliament from long and unneces-
sary adjournments in the interest of the country.  The Parliament
of the country is there to discuss and implement the plans of
nation building and public welfare, which will be in the interest
of the country to remain active.

Parliament adjournment:
Waste of revenue

AA new study led by an
I n d i a n -A m e r i c a n

researcher has found that
a steroid hormone called
aldosterone, known to pre-
vent dehydration by regu-
lating salt and water in the
body, is linked to an
increased risk of kidney
failure in patients with
chronic kidney disease
(CKD).  Aldosterone is a
steroid hormone secreted
by the adrenal glands,
which sit above the kid-
neys. It plays a central role
in controlling blood pres-
sure. But too much of it
can lead to high blood
pressure, cardiovascular
and kidney diseases.

The study, published in
the European Heart
Journal, showed that the
risk of CKD worsening and
developing into end-stage
kidney disease was inde-

pendent of whether or not
patients had diabetes.The
team, led by Dr Ashish
Verma, Assistant Professor
at Boston University
School of Medicine, US,
investigated the associa-
tions between aldosterone
concentrations in the
blood and kidney disease
progression among 3,680
participants aged between
21 and 74 years old.

They focused on CKD
progression, which was
defined as a 50 per cent
decline in the ability of the
kidneys to filter blood
through the glomerular
blood vessels, known as
the estimated glomerular
filtration rate (eGFR), or
end-stage kidney disease,
whichever occurred first.
In the follow-up of nearly
ten years, CKD progression
occurred in 1,412 (38 per

cent) of the participants.
The team found that

higher aldosterone con-
centrations were associat-
ed with lower eGFR, lower
levels of potassium in the
blood and higher potassi-
um and protein concentra-
tions in urine.

Further, they found that
each doubling of aldos-
terone concentrations in
the blood was linked to an
11 per cent increased risk
of CKD progression.
Patients with concentra-
tions in the top 25 per cent
of the group had a 45 per
cent increased risk com-
pared to the 25 per cent of
patients with the lowest
aldosterone concentra-
tions.

The risk was similar
regardless of whether or
not patients also had dia-
betes.

Dehydration preventing hormone
linked to worsening kidney disease

London: Vitamin D sup-
plementation may alle-
viate depressive symp-
toms in adults with de-
pression, suggests a re-
view of 41 global stud-
ies.

Depressive symptoms
cause a significant dis-
ease burden worldwide.

The therapeutic effi-
cacy of current antide-
pressants is often insuf-
ficient, which is why
further ways to alleviate
the symptoms of depres-
sion have been sought,
for example, from nutri-
tional research.

Vitamin D is believed
to regulate central nerv-
ous system functions,
the disturbances of
which have been associ-
ated with depression.

Researchers at the
University of Eastern
Finland analysed 41

studies from around the
world to investigate the
efficacy of vitamin D in
alleviating depressive
symptoms in adults by
randomised placebo-
controlled trials in dif-
ferent populations.

The results, published
in the journal Critical
Reviews in Food Science
and Nutrition, showed
that vitamin D supple-
mentation is more effec-
tive than a placebo in al-
leviating depressive
symptoms in people
with depression.

There were major dif-
ferences in the vitamin
D doses used, but typi-
cally the vitamin D sup-
plement was 50-100 mi-
crograms per day.

“Despite the broad
scope of this meta-
analysis, the certainty of
evidence remains low

due to the heterogeneity
of the populations stud-
ied and the due to the
risk of bias associated
with a large number of
studies,” said doctoral
researcher and lead au-
thor Tuomas Mikola of
the Institute of Clinical
Medicine at the
University of Eastern
Finland.

“These findings will
encourage new, high-
level clinical trials in pa-
tients with depression
in order to shed more
light on the possible role
of vitamin D supple-
mentation in the treat-
ment of depression,a
Mikola said.

In addition, cross-sec-
tional studies have ob-
served an association
between depressive
symptoms and vitamin
D deficiency.

Can Vitamin D help ward off depression
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Finmin
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is pro-
posing to soon review
the exemption-free
new tax regime with a
view to making it
more attractive for in-
dividual income tax-
payers, sources said.
Eventually, sources
said, the government
aims to establish a
system where there
are no exemptions
and the complex old
tax regime with ex-
emptions and deduc-
tions is terminated.

Noise
New Delhi: Wearable
and hearable device
maker Noise is plan-
ning to increase
monthly local produc-
tion of smartwatches
to 10 lakh units per
month from August, a
top official of the com-
pany said. The compa-
ny has produced 10
lakh units of its all
products, including
total wireless audio
devices and smart-
watches till date,
Noise co-founder
Amit Khatri told PTI.
"We are the leading
smartwatch category
in the country. We are
part of the top 6-7
smartwatch brands in
the world now. We
have already pro-
duced a million units
till now (including
smartwatches and
TWS) and from this
August we aim at pro-
ducing a million units
per month smart-
watches," Khatri said.

Info Edge
New Delhi: IT compa-
ny Info Edge, which
owns portals like
Naukri and 99Acres,
has invested Rs 300
crore in its subsidiary
Startup Investments,
the company said in a
regulatory filing on
Saturday. Info Edge
holds 100 per cent
stake in Startup
Investments (Holding)
Ltd (SIHL) which is a
holding and invest-
ment company. "The
present investment
would help SIHL to ex-
plore investment op-
portunities including
contribution to AIF(s)
managed by
Smartweb Internet
Services," Info Edge
said in the filing.

Reliance Infra 
New Delhi: Reliance
Infrastructure
(RInfra) on Saturday
reported narrowing of
its consolidated net
loss to Rs 66.11 crore
for the quarter ended
June 30, 2022. The
company had clocked
a consolidated net loss
of Rs 95.15 crore in the
corresponding period
of the previous fiscal,
it said in a regulatory
filing to the BSE. Its
total consolidated in-
come during the quar-
ter under review rose
to Rs 6,349.34 crore as
against Rs 4,623.17
crore in the year-ago
period. Total expendi-
ture also increased to
Rs 6,714.42 crore com-
pared to Rs 5,208.75
crore earlier.

Shriram Properties
New Delhi: Shriram
Properties Ltd has
reported a consoli-
dated net profit of Rs
10.48 crore for the
quarter ended June
on better sales. It had
posted a net loss of
Rs 3.67 crore in the
year-ago period.
Total income more
than doubled to Rs
145.11 crore in the
first quarter of this
fiscal, from Rs 60.9
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the previous year, ac-
cording to a regulato-
ry filing.

Bengaluru, Aug 16 (PTI):

State Bank of India's
(SBI) Chairman Dinesh
Khara on Tuesday said
that things might get "bet-
ter" on the inflation front
towards the end of
September.

He said the supply side
constraints getting ad-
dressed and crude oil
prices trending low will
help ease the situation.

"Inflation...the recent
numbers which came out
was 6.7. Going forward the
way things are - the supply
side constraints which are
there are getting ad-
dressed, so the situation
should be improving going
forward," he said in re-
sponse to a question.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said one of the im-

portant factors of inflation
is crude oil prices, and
with them also trending
lower, it will also support
the inflation to be further
tapered down.

"...overall expectation is
that, maybe towards the
end of September things
might look to be even bet-
ter as compared to what
you are seeing (now)," he
added. The SBI Chairman

was speaking to reporters
after announcing the
launch of the bank's state-
of-the-art dedicated
branch for start-ups in
Bengaluru.

Further pointing out
that policy rates by RBI is
a very key component for
inflation, Khara in re-
sponse to a question said,
the policy rates are the
outcome of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting, which assesses
multiple data points before
they arrive at any deci-
sion. "So I think we will
have to wait and watch till
the next MPC meeting
happens, but I think till
such time in the interme-
diary phase, I feel that the
supply side constraints
are getting addressed," he
added.

Inflation: Things might get
‘better’ towards Sept-end,

says SBI Chairman

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Consumer durable prod-
ucts maker Bajaj
Electricals on Tuesday ele-
vated its Executive
Director Anuj Poddar to
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO).

The company has sepa-
rated the post of
Chairman & Managing
Director and its patron
Shekhar Bajaj will contin-
ue as Executive Chairman
of the company, said a
statement from Bajaj
Electricals.

"The separation of the
Chairman and Managing
Director positions is in
continuation of the profes-
sionalisation of the man-
agement of the company
and marks the company's
commitment to strong cor-
porate governance stan-
dards," said Bajaj
Electricals. This an-
nouncement comes on the
back of the ongoing trans-
formation journey and

keeping in mind the com-
pany's long-term strategy,
it added. "Over the last
three years, Bajaj
Electricals has undertak-
en multiple initiatives, in-
cluding strengthening of
the leadership, streamlin-
ing of its corporate struc-
ture, the turnaround of its
performance and balance
sheet and the planned de-
merger of the EPC busi-
ness," it said.

Bajaj Electricals
Chairman Shekhar Bajaj
said over the last few years
a significant transforma-
tion journey has been em-
barked at Bajaj Electricals
involving many changes

on the business as well as
the organisational front.

"In continuation of that,
I believe this will provide
further impetus to the
achievement of our strate-
gic goals and demon-
strates our commitment to
strong corporate gover-
nance," he said.

Anuj Poddar said: "I am
truly excited for what lies
ahead of us at Bajaj
Electricals we have a clear
vision and roadmap of
building this future and to-
gether with our entire
team, we are committed to
being a best-in-class organ-
isation that delivers supe-
rior performance and
value creation."

Bajaj Electricals, part of
business conglomerate
Bajaj Group, had a
turnover of Rs 4,813 crore
in FY22. Its business port-
folio spans consumer
products such as appli-
ances, fans, lighting and
EPC (illumination, power
transmission and power
distribution).

Bajaj Electricals elevates Anuj Poddar
as Managing Director, CEO

Mumbai, Aug 16 (PTI):

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by over 379 points
while Nifty closed above the
17,800 level following gains
in oil & gas, banking and
auto shares on easing infla-
tion concerns.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark index advanced 379.43
points or 0.64 per cent to set-
tle at 59,842.21, logging its
third straight day of gains.
During the day, it jumped
460.25 points or 0.77 per cent
to 59,923.03.

Extending its gaining
streak to a sixth session in a
row, the broader NSE Nifty
climbed 127.10 points or 0.72
per cent to close at 17,825.25
as 42 of its constituents ad-
vanced. Easing inflation
concerns after the whole-
sale price-based inflation
slowed down to a five-
month low of 13.93 per cent
in July and buying in index
majors Reliance Industries
and HDFC twins added to
the momentum.

Sensex rises 379 pts,
Nifty closes above
17,800 on easing

inflation concerns

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Government policies
such as increasing customs
duties on imported toys
and mandating BIS certifi-
cation requirement for im-
ports not only boosted do-
mestic manufacturing but
also helped the industry to
explore global markets and
enhance exports.

The demand for toys
based on Indian mythologi-
cal characters, desi movie
characters and super-
heroes such as Chota
Bheem are on the rise as
the domestic players break
away from the dominance
of China and some other
countries, according to in-
dustry experts.

Now the 'made-in-India'
toys have a very clear edge
in the domestic markets
and the manufacturers are

scaling up their production
capacity to meet the grow-
ing local as well as interna-
tional demand. The import
of toys into India has de-
clined sharply from USD
304 million in 2018-19 to
USD 36 million in 2021-22,
said a data from the
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry. On the other
hand, exports have in-
creased from USD 109 mil-

lion in 2018-19 to USD 177
million in 2021-22, it added.

According to the indus-
try, the sector is also going
global, as manufacturers
are scouting new markets
and increasing exports to
the Middle East and
African countries.

The Indian toy industry
is growing as the govern-
ment has mandated the do-
mestic players to have BIS

(Bureau of Indian
Standards) certification for
import and also increased
customs duty, said Toy
Association Of India presi-
dent Ajay Agarwal.

"These are the two rea-
sons as import of toys has
declined," Agarwal told
PTI. Encouraged by these
supporting initiatives, the
Indian manufacturers are
now scaling up their pro-
duction and investing to
augment their capacity, he
added.

"Now several makers are
manufacturing toys based
on Indian ethos and cul-
ture. Icons like Chota
Bheem are very popular
and several manufacturers
have the licence to manu-
facture them," he said,
adding that more manufac-
turers are entering this cat-
egory of toys.

Indian toy manufacturers scale up amid
rise in demand; eyes global markets

Bengaluru, Aug 16 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
flagged off 75 "Switch EiV 12
buses" to cater to the needs
of the people in Bengaluru.
Switch Mobility Ltd's "new
technologically advanced"
electric buses are a part of
the 300-strong electric bus
order and would be inducted
into the fleet of the
Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC).

Switch Mobility, the next-
generation carbon-neutral
electric bus and light com-
mercial vehicle company,
would supply, operate and
maintain the 300 buses, the
company said in a release.
"In order to cater to these
needs, Switch India
launched the Switch EiV 12
platform in June 2022 and
today we are delighted to

begin initial deliveries of
our Switch EiV buses to
BMTC as part of our 300-
strong electric bus order,"
said Mahesh Babu, Chief
Executive Officer, Switch
India and Chief Operating
Officer of Switch Mobility
Ltd. The buses would play a
vital role in reducing carbon
footprint in the city - a re-
duction of over 14,500
tonnes of CO2 per year
equivalent to planting 87,000

trees, he said. The buses are
equipped with a new-gener-
ation, highly efficient, mod-
ular batteries with ad-
vanced lithium-ion NMC
chemistry, specially formu-
lated for the Indian market
and climatic conditions, the
company said.

The modular batteries in-
crease the capacity per bat-
tery cell for the same weight
enabling a higher range of
kilometres.

Gwalior, Aug 16 (PTI):

The dip in the air tur-
bine fuel (ATF) price and
the continuation of this
trend will benefit the avia-
tion sector, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said. He said the
fall in the ATF rates will
have a good impact on air-
lines under pressure.
"Prices of the ATF have
come down. I feel this
trend will continue and
the aviation sector would
benefit. This will have a
good impact on airlines
which are under pressure.
50 per cent of their cost
structure is of (based on)
ATF," Scindia told re-
porters here in Madhya

Pradesh.
Notably, ATF prices

have been coming down
during the last few weeks
after jumping to record
levels, primarily due to the
Russia-Ukraine war that
began on February 24.

On August 1, the price of
ATF in Delhi was Rs 1.21
lakh per kilo-litre, which
was around 14 per cent
lower than last month.

Scindia also said when

the ATF price shot up
three-fold the airfare was
raised by just 20-25 per
cent.

I have removed the fare
band from August 30, he
said.

The Union Aviation
Ministry had earlier this
week said that limits im-
posed on domestic airfares
will be removed from
August 31, after approxi-
mately 27 months.

The ministry had im-
posed lower and upper
limits on domestic airfares
based on flight durations
when services were re-
sumed on May 25, 2020,
after a two-month lock-
down due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

ATF price fall would benefit
aviation sector: Scindia

75 electric buses from Switch
Mobility hit Bengaluru city roads

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

State governments
should not dole out "non-
merit freebies" such as
gifts and consumer
durables beyond their fis-
cal capabilities, according
to former Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar.

Kumar noted that there
is a difference between
merit transfer payment
and non-merit freebies,
especially those which
are done beyond the fiscal
capability of any govern-
ment.

"Non-merit freebies
which are the nature of
giving out gifts, consumer
durables ... those are to be
looked at carefully and in
any case should not be un-
dertaken by the govern-
ments who have fiscal

constraints," he told PTI
in an interview.

Noting that in a democ-
racy, transfer payments
via the government
through the instrument of
taxation and distribution
is always necessary, he
said, "any transfer pay-
ments whose social rate of
return is higher than any
private rate of return, in

other words which has
positive externalities, is
worth doing."

On some politicians
comparing the current
economic situation of Sri
Lanka with India, Kumar
said, "any such compari-
son is simply unwarrant-
ed and mischievous to dif-
ferent levels."

Sri Lanka is grappling

with a severe economic
crisis and India has been
at the forefront of extend-
ing economic assistance
to Sri Lanka.

According to Kumar, in
the Nordic countries, the
tax to GDP ratio is nearly
50 per cent because they
spend lots of public
money in providing pub-
lic goods and services to
the common person. "I
think that is not some-
thing we should discuss
or debate.

"It is important to in-
crease the quality and ac-
cess of public goods and
services for the common
person, especially for
those at the bottom of the
pyramid," he said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has in re-
cent days hit out at the

competitive populism of
extending 'rewaris' (free-
bies) which are not just
wastage of taxpayers'
money but also an eco-
nomic disaster that could
hamper India's drive to
become atmanirbhar
(self-reliant).

His comments were
seen directed at parties
like the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) which have in the
run-up to assembly elec-
tion in states like Punjab
and more recently
Gujarat promised free
electricity and water,
among others.

Earlier this month, the
Supreme Court had sug-
gested setting up a spe-
cialised body to examine
"irrational freebies" of-
fered to voters during
elections.

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

Leading bourse
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) on Sunday said that
shareholders have ap-
proved the appointment of
Ashishkumar Chauhan
as its managing director
and chief executive.

The Extra Ordinary
General Meeting (EOGM)
of NSE was held on
August 11, according to a
statement.

Shareholders approved
the appointment of
Chauhan, who was the
MD and CEO of rival
bourse BSE, with 99.99
per cent votes.

He assumed charge as
NSE chief on July 26. His
appointment at the top
post of the NSE was
cleared by the capital
markets regulator

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on
July 18. He took over the
helm of NSE from
Vikram Limaye, whose
five-year term ended on
July 16. Limaye did not
seek another tenure at the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) despite being eligi-
ble for it.

Shareholders’ approve
Ashishkumar Chauhan

appointment as NSE MD, CEO

State govts should not give freebies beyond fiscal
capabilities: Former NITI Aayog VC Rajiv Kumar

Mumbai, Aug 16 (PTI):

Insurance behemoth Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
is keen to re-enter the
mediclaim segment as and
when the regulator provides
clarity on the issue, its chair-
man has said.

"We are already doing a lot
of long-term health protec-
tion and guaranteed health
products. And we are evalu-
ating the suggestion that the
regulator Irdai made recent-
ly," LIC Chairman M R
Kumar told PTI when asked
about the same during its
earnings call over the week-
end.

The chairman further
said, "I don't think it will be
difficult for us as we already

offer some of the health
products." Mediclaim poli-
cies, which are indemnity-
based health plans, are the
best-selling health insurance
products in the country.
However, in 2016, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai) had asked life
insurers to withdraw indem-
nity-based health plans from
the market. Life insurers
since then have been allowed
to offer only fixed benefit
health plans.

Under indemnity-based
health insurance plans, the
insurer provides reimburse-
ment for the money spent on
medical treatment up to the
sum insured. For fixed bene-
fit health insurance plans, a

fixed amount is paid out of
the sum insured for pre-de-
termined illnesses or med-
ical conditions.

Recently, the new Irdai
Chairman Debasish Panda
had said it was time life in-
surers re-entered the health
vertical as he had given a
mandate to the industry to
ensure that every citizen has
a health insurance policy by
2030. However, Panda later
clarified that the regulator
was only evaluating the pros
and cons of allowing life in-
surers to sell health insur-
ance policies and that no de-
cision has been taken yet.

Globally, in most markets,
life insurers sell health poli-
cies. Currently, there are
24.50 lakh life insurance

agents in the country, while
the there are only 3.60 lakh
agents in the general and
health insurance category. If
life insurers are allowed into
the health insurance sector,
the number of agents will
jump by 600 percent, increas-
ing health insurance pene-
tration significantly in the
country.

However, according to in-
dustry watchers, there are
some difficulties in the pro-
posal. For instance, the
claims department in a life
insurer is oriented towards
payment of the claim on
death or policy maturity but
health insurance claims are
logged by around 7 per cent
of the insured during the
year.

LIC keen to re-enter mediclaim segment,
awaiting regulatory clarity: Chairman

Navya Nair
lavishes praise
on unit of 
‘Nna Thaan Case Kodu’

A
ctress Navya Nair, who has been a part of several
critically acclaimed hits in Tamil and Malayalam
has lavished praise on director Ratheesh

Balakrishnan Poduval's recently released Malayalam
film, 'Nna Thaan Case Kodu' ('Sue Me'), saying that the
film is drawing appreciation as it is talking about the
helplessness of the common man.

Taking to Instagram, the actress penned a post saying:
"What a satire !!! Fully packed theatre. It's all about laugh-
ter and claps because Rajeevan is talking on our behalf --
the helplessness, the chaos of the common man (all in hu-
mour)."And chackochetta (Kunchacko Boban), what a
transformation man!!! Kudos to you. Each and every char-
acter is just awesome. The judge, the heroine Gayathrie
Shankar,the auto driver Rajesh Madhavan, the teacher,
the biker Mridul Nair, the tempo driver, the advocates, the
minister, the chief minister Unnimaya Prasad. All so so
good.""Director, screenplay writer Ratheesh
Balakrishnan Poduval, your organic humour worked
wonders. Hats off to you!" Actor Kunchacko Boban plays
a character called Kozhummal Rajeevan aka Ambaas
Rajeevan in the film, which has been receiving rave re-
views. The film features actor Kunchacko Boban in the
lead along with Tamil actress Gayathrie, who makes her
debut in Malayalam cinema with this film.

One nation, one emotion, one
identity, says Mahesh Babu

W
ishing the nation and its people a happy Independence day, Telugu su-
perstar Mahesh Babu said that India is one nation with one emo-
tion and one identity.

Taking to Twitter to greet the masses on the occasion of
India's 75th Independence Day, Mahesh Babu tweeted: "One
nation.. One emotion.. One identity! Celebrating 75 years of
Independence!"

Another Telugu star, Allu Arjun, too greeted people on
the occasion. Allu Arjun said: "Happy 75th
Independence Day. Deep respect to the sacrifices
made by our freedom fighters. Vande Maataram."

Actress Hansika tweeted: "This day is the result
of millions who fought and sacrificed their lives
for gifting us this freedom. Let us spread love
and carry forward this priceless boon to make
our country better. Wishing you all a very
happy Independence Day."

Actor Gopichand said: "Happy 75th
Independence Day to all the Indians. Let's
cheer for our golden future while remember-
ing the martyrs who struggled to get us this
day. Happy Independence Day!"

ACROSS

1. She, in Nice

5. Ripened

9. Look happy

14. Racetrack fence

15. Gap

16. Artist's tripod

17. Peak

18. Relaxation

19. Dairy product

20. Detach

22. Koppel and Turner

23. Unclothed

24. Indian robe

27. Cantaloupe, e.g.

30. Get rid of

35. Continually

36. Brief joke (hyph.)

37. Clergy mem.

38. Fragrant liquid

41. Iced ____

42. Small bombs

44. Perches

45. Shocking revelation (2 wds.)

47. Hidden supply

48. Nearly all

49. Nevada neighbor

51. Liquid rock

54. Very cute

58. Apart

60. Toaster ____

61. Chess piece

62. Desert haven

63. Very inquisitive

64. Poker stake

65. Elbow room

66. Picnic intruders

67. Monster's loch

DOWN

1. Notable periods

2. Shoe fastener

3. Droopy

4. FDR's wife

5. In front

6. Pointed beard

7. Other

8. Poor mark

9. Time unit (abbr.)

10. 007's drink

11. Psychic's phrase (2 wds.)

12. Be in first place

13. Shade trees

21. Sprint

24. Warble

25. Hymn ending

26. Work up

27. Combine

28. Each

29. Embankment

31. Slack

32. Caper

33. Molars

34. Wipe clean

38. Guitar device

39. Poems of praise

40. Pre-Easter period

43. Wandering

44. North African

46. Least polite

47. Motor vehicle

50. Stage awards

51. Vietnam's neighbor

52. Urgent acronym

53. Passport endorsement

54. Stratford-on-____

55. Fido's treat

56. Plenty

57. Makes do

59. Wind direction (abbr.)

60. Stop ____ dime (2 wds.)
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You might find that someone close to
you needs a hand today, Aquarius. They
could be too proud to ask for help. Don't
let that stop you. If you see a situation in
which you can help, do it. Don't wait for
an invitation or request. Simply assess
the situation and do what you can. Your
efforts will be appreciated, and you'll
feel good about making a difference.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

When was the last time you used a pen and
paper, Pisces? The keyboard has all but
replaced these wonderful tools. In the
same way that walking provides more than
fresh air, the kinesthetic value of writing's
rhythmic motion is far more soothing and
healing than people realize. Moving your
hand across the page can feel good. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today could bring a keen sense of empathy
and understanding, Aries. Verbal commu-
nication is likely to be enhanced. Take
advantage of this by talking through any
problems or issues with important people
in your life. Go to visit or call to work
things out. Most importantly, express your
affection for those closest to you by telling
them straight out what they mean to you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't be surprised if your mind goes a
thousand miles a second today, Taurus.
Slowing down will be difficult, and you'll
have to find a way to express what's in
your head. The planetary aspects lend
strength to communication. Perhaps
talking out your ideas or writing to
someone whose insight you value will
help. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Welcome to another great day, Gemini!
The energy from the planetary aspects
is positive and encouraging, especially
when it comes to communicating and
interacting with others. Take advantage
of this. Get together with friends and
family for a pleasant visit, if possible.
Consider inviting people over for games
or dinner or do it virtually if need be. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be really interested in getting
out and doing something with the special
people in your life, Cancer. You can thank
the day's planetary aspects, which are
conspiring to make this a perfect time to
spend time together. Is there a place
you're curious about and want to visit? Go
today, if possible. Pack up the family and
go for a fun day to check it out.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo, consider channeling your philo-
sophical inspirations into creative writ-
ing, Leo. It's probably something you'll
enjoy. Even if you haven't expressed
yourself in this way before, there's no
better day than today to give it a whirl.
Try your hand at poetry or fiction. If that
seems too daunting, start a journal. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You might need to be alone today,
Virgo. You're probably surrounded by
people most of the time. It can be
unhealthy if you can't occasionally be
alone with your thoughts and feelings.
It's critical to take care of your emo-
tional well-being, since you have a
deeply sensitive nature. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you may want to go your own way
regardless of what anyone else wants,
Libra. Your independence is important to
you, but compromise might be needed in
order to avoid conflict. Consider splitting
your time between those close to you and
yourself. Explain to your loved ones why
you need alone time.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today may find you in the mood for an
adventure or a visit if possible, Scorpio.
When was the last time you took a day for
something like this? It's probably been
too long. Not only will you enjoy it, but
others will be thrilled to spend time with
you, too. Whether you invite a friend
along or go alone, seize the opportunity
to visit people or see someplace new.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Serious thinking and communication
are enhanced today, Sagittarius.
They're already strong qualities in you,
and with this added boost, you'll need
an outlet for expression. A journal is an
excellent vehicle. Talking is another. If
you have issues or worries, consider
getting together with all involved and
airing your thoughts. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might feel cornered into doing some-
thing you don't want to do today,
Capricorn. Perhaps you made a promise
to handle a project. Maybe someone
decides it's the day to call in an I.O.U.
Either way, say so if you aren't comfort-
able following through. Today's energy
enhances your ability to express yourself
and be understood. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Super proud
of ‘Har Ghar

Tiranga’ 
initiative,
says Ram
Charan

T
elugu star Ram
Charan, who has ac-
quired a national fan

following after 'RRR', joined
the array of film celebrities
who have expressed their
support to the Har Ghar
Tiranga initiative.

In a social media post
portraying him as his 'RRR'
character holding aloft the
Tricolour along with co-
star Jr NTR, Ram Charan
said: "Wishing everyone a
Happy Independence Day!
Let us take a moment to
thank all the freedom fight-
ers who fought for us to
enjoy the fruits of freedom.
Makes me super proud to
see the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
initiative spreading far and
wide."

Vijay Deverakonda, who
is all set for his pan-India
release, 'Liger', took to
Twitter to declare: "We are
Indians! Happy. Proud.
Free. Loving. Responsible.
Happy Independence Day
India."

Multilingual award-win-
ning actress Sadaa, who
also wished all Indians a
Happy Independence Day,
said that she couldn't have
wished to be born in any
other country but India.

Taking to Instagram,
where she goes by the name
of Sadaa, she posted an in-
spiring video in which she
is seen saluting the
Tricolour. "I couldn't have
wished to be born in any
other country but India!"
she wrote in the caption.
"My country, the richest
and the best of them all!
Here's to the 75 glorious
years of Independence!"

T
his week, charac-
ters of &TV shows
Baal Shiv, Happu Ki

Ultan Paltan, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai will be seen
facing extreme difficul-
ties.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Angoori
Bhabi shares, “Anita
(Vidisha Srivastava) sees
a lipstick mark on
Vibhuti's (Aasif Sheikh)
cheeks and gets furious.
Vibhuti, who is also un-
aware of it, decides to in-
vestigate and goes to Sabji
Waali Gulabiya. Anita
sees Vibhuti and
Gulabiya together and as-
sumes that it is her lip-
stick mark. She seeks
help from Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) and
asks him to keep an eye
on their bedroom.
Angoori (Shubhangi
Tiwari) sees Tiwari doing
so and gets angry with
him. Then suddenly,

Chumban Kumari
Chudail enters Vibhuti's
bedroom, and the next
morning, again, Anita
finds a lipstick mark on
Vibhuti's cheeks and, out
of anger, throws him out
of the house. When
Tiwari goes to Anita's

house, Chumban Kumari
Chudail opens the door
and gives a kiss on his
cheeks, but Tiwari as-
sumes it was Anita Bhabi.
Later, Anita goes to com-
plain about Tiwari also
having a kiss mark to
Angoori, and both get

stressed. How will the
mystery of Kiss Mark be
resolved?”. Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists will be facing extreme difficulties

I
ndia celebrates Independence Day
with great pride and joy every year
on 15th August. We hoist our nation-

al flag and sing the National Anthem to
honour our freedom fighters' struggles
and contributions. &TV artists Mouli

Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya, Baal
Shiv), Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Rohitashv Gour (Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) express their
pride and love for the nation. Mouli
Ganguly, Mahasati Anusuya in &TV’s
Baal Shiv, shares, “We must never forget
how difficult it was to achieve freedom
and should celebrate the great contribu-
tions of our freedom fighters. We must
also pray for our brave soldiers who are
at the borders to keep us safe. Today is
also a day to reiterate our promise to
make India a better country and express
love for the land we call our home.”

Rohitashv Gour, Manmohan Tiwari
in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, shares,
“Independence is a great privilege and
responsibility too. Every Independence
Day, I take my daughters to the flag
hoisting ceremony in my building and
tell them how me must pay tribute to
our freedom fighters for allowing us to
live freely and achieve all our dreams. I
would encourage all my fans and view-
ers to do the same so that our future gen-
eration continue to understand the true
meaning of freedom and grow stronger
as a nation”. Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only on &TV!

TV actors express pride & love for India
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New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

There was palpable ten-
sion among top players as
well as prominent ISL and
I-League clubs after the
FIFA ban on Indian foot-
ball due to "third party in-
terference".

As per Article 13 of FIFA
Statutes, the letter sent by
the world football govern-
ing body general secretary
Fatma Samoura states that
"AIFF representatives and
club teams are therefore no
longer entitled to take part
in the international compe-
tition until the suspension
is lifted.

"This also means that
neither the AIFF nor any of
its members or officials
may benefit from any de-
velopment programmes,
courses or training from
FIFA and/or the AFC."

While there is no immi-
nent threat to the AFC
Asian Cup participation by
the senior men's team in
late 2023 or early 2024, some
of the games slated for
clubs and age-group na-
tional teams in the next
few months could well be a

tricky terrain.
India's men's national

team
The two friendly inter-

nationals against Vietnam
(September 24) and
Singapore (September 27)
will stand cancelled if the
ban is not revoked at the
earliest. Some years ago,
the Indian men's team used
to struggle to get quality
games on FIFA interna-
tional friendly dates, and a
lot of the blame lay at the
doors of the All India
Football Federation's
(AIFF) administration.
Things did change slightly
after Croatian head coach
Igor Stimac pushed for
more friendlies, something
that his predecessors
Stephen Constantine and
Wim Koevermans lacked.
The ban has brought the
senior team back to square
one.

Gokulam women wait
anxiously in Uzbekistan

Indian Women's League
champions Gokulam
Kerala were set to open
their campaign in the AFC
Women's Club
Championship against

home side Sogdiana-W in
Qarshi, Uzbekistan on
August 23. The Kozhikode-
based side is then set to
face Bam Khatoon FC of
Iran in its next round-robin
match on August 26. While
the Supreme Court has list-
ed the matter for urgent
hearing on Wednesday, it
will be an anxious wait for
the team that touched
down in Tashkent on
Tuesday. Gokulam Kerala
had participated in the last
edition of the continental
pilot tournament last year
and finished third in the
four-team event.

Mohun Bagan's Sept. 7
AFC Cup Inter-Zonal
semi-finals under cloud

One of India's most

loved football clubs, ATK
Mohun Bagan, were sup-
posed to play its AFC Cup
Inter-Zonal semi-finals on
September 7, but a look at
the AFC website will show
that ATKMB's name cur-
rently doesn't feature
among eight clubs in the
play-offs.

The teams that are listed
on the website are PSM
Makassar, Kedah Darul
Aman, Viettel FC, Kuala
Lumpur City FC, Arabi
SC, Al Seeb, East Riffa, Al
Riffa. Mohun Bagan
played great football at the
group league stage and
their fans were eagerly
waiting for the upcoming
games at the continental
level.

India's AFC U-20
Qualifiers in Iraq starts
Sept. 14

India, who won the U-20
SAFF Cup recently under
tutelage of S Venkatesh, is
due to play the AFC U-20
Qualifiers in Iraq. India is
clubbed in a very tough
group with hosts Iraq,
Australia and Kuwait. The
matches are slated for
September 14 (Iraq), 16
(Australia) and 18 (Kuwait)
respectively at the Iraqi city
of Basra.

Could lose out on mas-
sive FIFA grants

It is being learnt that
FIFA has reportedly sanc-
tioned grants to the tune of
USD 3 million in last three
years. This money is used
by AIFF for development of
grassroots football in the
country. If the ban persists,
annually, the AIFF stands to
lose USD 500,000 in grants.
However, an AIFF insider
said that FIFA currently
pays its member nations in
kind -- such as construction
of astro-turf, providing foot-
balls, jerseys and other
gears -- and not in cash. All
this could be stopped.

Dubai, Aug 16 (PTI):

The Indian women's
team will play as many as
65 international games in
the inaugural Future Tours
& Programmes (FTP) set by
the ICC during the three-
year-cycle between May,
2022 to April, 2025.

The ICC on Tuesday an-
nounced the the structured
calender that includes a
total of 301 matches (seven
Tests, 135 ODIs and 159
T20Is) over a period of three
years. India's share of
matches will be two Tests
against England and
Australia along with 27
ODIs and 36 T20
Internationals during the
said duration.

Since the FTP has started
from May, 2022, India have
already played 3 WODIs and
3 WT20Is against Sri Lanka.

As per the list, India
hosts New Zealand, South
Africa, West Indies and
Ireland at home, the away
series are against
Australia, England, Sri

Lanka (already played) and
Bangladesh. One of the
marquee events in this
phase will be India's five-
match T20I series against
the 'Southern Stars' later
this year. While the
Australians will be visiting
India once again during the
summer of 2023-24 for a
multi-format series(one
Test, three ODIs, and three
T20Is), the Indians will re-
turn the favour when they
tour Down Under in the
winter of 2025-26 (one Test,
three ODIs, and three

T20Is). Of the seven Tests
inked during the phase,
England will play the most
Tests - five, followed by
Australia (four), South
Africa (three) and India
(two). "This is a huge mo-
ment for the women's
game," ICC general manag-
er of cricket, Wasim Khan,
said in a statement.

"This FTP not only lends
certainty to future cricket
tours but also sets the base
for a structure that is sure
to grow in the coming
years," Khan added.

FIFA ban and its ripple effect on Indian football
Women’s FTP ‘22-’25 

Indian women’s team to play 2 Tests, 
27 ODIs and 36 T20Is in three-year cycle

Miami, Aug 16 (PTI):

Teenage Indian
Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa on
Tuesday opened his cam-
paign in the FTX Crypto
Cup, the American finale of
Champions Chess Tour,
with a 2.5-1.5 win over the
world's top junior player
Alireza Firouzja.

The 17-year old, who was
part of the bronze medal-
winning India 'B' team at
the recent chess Olympiad
in Mamallapuram near
Chennai, opened with a win

in the first of the four-game
match. He lost the second
game before winning the
third and drawing the
fourth to beat Firouzja in
the first round match on
Tuesday.

Praggnanandhaa beats Firouzja
in FTX Crypto Cup chess

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI):

All-rounder Shahbaz
Ahmed on Tuesday re-
ceived his maiden India
call-up as he replaced an
injured Washington
Sundar for the three-
match ODI series against
Zimbabwe starting this
week.

The 27-year-old Shahbaz
has been rewarded for his
stellar performance in the
2022 IPL season, where he
turned out for Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Shahbaz Ahmed gets maiden India
call-up, replaces injured Washington

London, Aug 16 (AP):

Carlos Alcaraz will lead Spain
against Novak Djokovic's
Serbia next month in the Davis
Cup group stage after Rafael
Nadal wasn't named to the
Spanish team on Monday.
Nadal is set to return to com-
petition at this week's hard-
court tournament in Cincinnati
after an abdominal injury
caused the 22-time Grand
Slam champion to pull out of
Wimbledon ahead of the semi-
finals. The injury also kept him
out of this month's event in

Montreal, another hard-court
warmup event before the U.S.
Open, which begins in New
York on Aug. 29. Spain and
Serbia also play Canada and
South Korea in Valencia, one
of four European cities hosting
the group stage Sept. 13-18.
The other cities are Bologna,
Hamburg and Glasgow.

Mason (Ohio), Aug 16 (AP):

Andy Murray pulled out
a 7-6 (3), 5-7, 7-5 win over
Stan Wawrinka in the first
round of the Western &
Southern Open in a
match-up of three-time
Grand Slam champions
trying to put injuries be-
hind them.

Murray and Wawrinka
both have a U.S. Open title
among their Slam champi-
onships, and both re-
quired multiple visits
from trainers to treat leg

problems during the 2-
hour, 57-minute match at
the hard-court tourna-
ment that serves as a tune-
up for the U.S. Open.

Nadal to miss Davis Cup group
stage, Djokovic leads Serbia

Murray overcomes Wawrinka
in 3 sets in Cincinnati
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Locals sit at a higher ground in a flood-affected area as their dwellings are partially submerged in floodwater
following incessant monsoon rains, at Jagdalpur in Bastar district, Tuesday.

MONSOON WOES

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla confers a degree to a student during the 7th convocation of the Central University of
Rajasthan, near Ajmer, Tuesday. 

VARSITY CONVOCATION
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New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
handed over to the Army a
raft of home-grown mili-
tary hardware including
unmanned aerial systems,
quick reaction fighting ve-
hicles, patrol boats and
surveillance equipment
for boosting its overall
combat capability in east-
ern Ladakh.

The other new equip-
ment received by the
Army are ‘Future Infantry
Soldier as a System’, anti-
personnel mine ‘Nipun’,
infantry protected mobili-
ty vehicle, rugged and au-
tomatic communication
system, upgraded sights
system for tanks and ad-
vanced thermal imagers.

The new boats, Landing
Craft Assault (LCA),

equipped with advanced
surveillance gadgets and
other equipment, are
being deployed to keep a
strict vigil over the
Pangong Tso lake in east-
ern Ladakh amid the lin-
gering stand-off with
China along the Line of
Actual Control.

The 134-km-long lake at
an altitude of 13,900-feet is

considered strategically
significant. China controls
around two-thirds of the
lake. Last year, the Army
had ordered 12 LCA boats
to strengthen its existing
fleets of vessels. “The LCA
is much more versatile
and has overcome the limi-
tations of launch, speed
and capacity. It has en-
hanced the capability to

operate across the water
obstacles in eastern
Ladakh,” the defence min-
istry said.

It said Singh handed
over the high mobility in-
fantry-protected vehicles
and assault boats and that
the hardware will enable
the troops deployed along
the borders to respond to
any “challenge in a befit-
ting manner”.

In his remarks, Singh
exuded confidence that the
equipment and systems
will enhance the opera-
tional preparedness of the
Indian Army and increase
their efficiency.

“It is a shining example
of the country’s growing
self-reliance prowess, in
partnership with the pri-
vate sector and other insti-
tutions,” he said.

Singh said the infra-
structural needs of the
armed forces are increas-
ing with constantly chang-
ing times and urged them
to strive for excellence.

Rajnath hands over key
military systems to Army 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh hands over an
indigenously-developed equipment to the Indian Army, in
New Delhi, Tuesday.

 To boost 
combat capability in
eastern Ladakh

New Delhi, Aug 16 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
over the release of 11 peo-
ple convicted for rape and
murder in the Bilkis Bano
case of the 2002 Gujarat
riots within hours of his
praise for “Nari Shakti” in
his Independence Day
speech and alleged the de-
cision reflects the BJP’s
mindset.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera asked
whether the prime minis-
ter’s statements had any
meaning and said Modi
should tell the country if
he himself believed in his
words when he spoke
about the safety, respect
and empowerment of
women. “The BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat released

11 convicts in the Bilkis
Bano gang rape case. This
decision brings out the
BJP government’s mind-
set,” he told reporters.

He also referred to the
Kathua and Unnao cases
and said it embarrasses
everyone in politics when
office-bearers and support-
ers of a national political
party are seen taking out a

rally in favor of rapists on
the streets.

“Yesterday, from the
ramparts of the Red Fort,
the prime minister spoke
big things about women’s
safety, women’s power,
women’s respect. A few
hours later the Gujarat
government released
those behind the rape. We
also saw that the convicts

in the rape who were re-
leased are being honoured.
Is this the Amrit
Mahotsav,” Khera asked.
“The Congress asks the
prime minister to tell the
country that what he said
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort were merely
words, as he himself did
not believe in his words.

“Who is the real

Narendra Modi? The one
who serves falsehood from
the ramparts of the Red
Fort or the one who gets
his Gujarat government to
release those behind rape.
This Congress party and
the country want to
know,” the Congress
leader asked.

He said in the Bilkis
Bano case, the Supreme
Court had ordered the
Gujarat government to
pay a compensation of Rs
50 lakhs to her. The 11 con-
victs who walked out of
the Godhra sub-jail on
Monday were convicted
for gang rape of a preg-
nant woman, murder and
unlawful assembly under
sections of the Indian
Penal Code. The Gujarat
government allowed their
release under its remis-
sion policy.

RELEASE OF BILKIS BANO CASE CONVICTS

Cong asks if PM believes in his own words on women’s safety and respect

‘We were victims of politics’
A day after he and ten others were released from jail in the case related to the gangrape of
Bilkis Bano and murder of her family members during the 2002 Gujarat riots, convict Shailesh
Bhatt claimed that they were “victims of politics.” Bhatt, 63, who said he was a local func-
tionary of the ruling BJP when he was arrested, and others including his brother and co-convict
Mitesh left for their village Singor in Gujarat’s Dahod district after walking out of the Godhra
jail. Sentenced to life imprisonment, they were released on Monday under the Gujarat govern-
ment’s remission policy after completing more than 15 years in jail. Their reception at the vil-
lage on Tuesday was muted and there was no visible celebration. “Singor is a small village. All
the convicts belong to this village. We were all victims of politics,” said Shailesh Bhatt, speak-
ing to reporters. He was a farmer and also an office-bearer of the district unit of the BJP while
his brother worked as a clerk at Panchmahals Dairy when they were arrested, he said. 

Palghar, Aug 16 (PTI): 

A 26-year-old pregnant
tribal woman was car-
ried in a makeshift
stretcher due to lack of
a proper road in a vil-
lage in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, and lost
her twin infants at birth
as a result of the delay
in reaching a medical
centre. The incident
took place on Monday,
when the woman, who
was seven months preg-
nant, went into labour
prematurely and was
carried 3 km to the main
road from Markatwadi
village in Mokhada talu-
ka amid heavy rains, a
doctor said on Tuesday.

The woman was later
brought to the Khodala
PHC in an ambulance
from the main road. She
delivered twins, who
died at birth, Dr Pushpa
Mathure of the medical
facility said.

If there had been a
proper road, the woman
could have received
medical attention soon-
er and the babies could
have been saved, she
said, adding that the
woman’s health is sta-
ble.

Patients are often
brought to the main
road in makeshift
stretchers made of a
saree or cloth tied to a
long bamboo stick from

remote villages, where
ambulances cannot
reach due to lack of
proper roads, it was stat-
ed.

“We usually shift
women who are in the
eighth or ninth month of
pregnancy from remote
villages to the PHC for
delivery,” the doctor
said.

In light of several in-
stances of patients
being transported in
makeshift stretchers in
the absence of roads,
district collector Govind
Bodke had last week vis-
ited the area and direct-
ed the concerned offi-
cials to begin road con-
struction.

Tribal woman carried in
makeshift stretcher for delivery 

Due to lack of proper road

Jammu, Aug 16 (PTI):

More than 75 per cent of
the total 37 bridges and
97.6 per cent tunnelling
work on the vital Katra-
Banihal railway link
stands completed, officials
of the northern railways
said, expressing hope that
Kashmir will be connected
to rest of the country via
train next year.

The Katra-Banihal
stretch is part of the pres-
tigious Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL) Project
which has missed several
deadlines in the past amid
huge cost escalations since

1997, when the then Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda
laid its foundation at
Udhampur.

In view of the impor-
tance of the USBRL proj-
ect in providing seamless
and hassle-free connectivi-
ty, the 272-Km-long railway
line project was declared
as a ‘national project’ in
2002.

While the 161 km was
commissioned in phases
with first phase 118-km
Qazigund-Baramulla sec-
tion commissioned in
October 2009 followed by
18-km Banihal-Qazigund
in June 2013 and 25-km
Udhampur-Katra in July

2014.
“The intervening

stretch of the Katra-
Banihal section (111 km) is
in progress. This is, per-
haps, the most difficult
new railway line project
undertaken in the Indian
subcontinent. This section
predominantly involves
tunnelling of 164 Km (97.57
km main tunnel and 66.4
km of escape tunnel), in
addition to construction of
37 bridges on Chenab river
and its tributary Anji
Khad,” an official said.

At present, he said
160.52 Km of tunnelling
(95.47 km of main tunnel
and 65.05 km of escape

tunnel) and 28 bridges, out
of total 37 have been com-
pleted, the official said.

He said the work on the
project is going on in full
swing and “we are hopeful
about commissioning the
final phase to connect
Kashmir with the rest of
the country next year.”

Referring to the comple-
tion of the overarch deck
of Chenab railway bridge
in Reasi district with the
laying of the ‘golden joint’
on August 13 as a mile-
stone, the official said the
“minor” works on the
nearly 1.3 km bridge is ex-
pected to be completed by
November this year.

Katra-Banihal Railway Link 

‘Over 75% of 37 bridges, 97.6 % 
tunnelling work completed’

Patna, Aug 16 (PTI):
Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar ex-
panded his new cabi-
net on Tuesday by in-
ducting 31 new min-
isters, including a
huge contingent of
16 from key ally RJD,
taking care to give
due representation
to all sections of soci-
ety, including mi-

norities.
Some 11 members of the

council of ministers are
from Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U), two
from Congress and one
from ex-CM Jitan Ram
Manjhi’s HAM, besides an
Independent. The swear-
ing in took place at Raj
Bhavan, where Governor
Phagu Chauhan adminis-
tered oath of office to the
inductees in batches of

five and six. Kumar and
Deputy CM Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav, who had
been sworn in earlier on
August 10, were among
those present. RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad’s elder
son Tej Pratap Yadav en-
joyed a pride of place, as

the second-term MLA took
oath in the first batch,
alongside party veteran
Alok Mehta, JD(U) heavy-
weights Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary and Bijendra
Yadav and Mohd Afaque
Alam of the Congress. The
mercurial MLA was, how-

ever, uncharacteristically
solemn and no sooner
than the CM arrived at the
Rajendra Mandapam hall
before the swearing in
commenced, Yadav got up
to greet the latter by touch-
ing his feet. Kumar blessed
the maverick leader, keep-

ing whom on a tight leash
could be a challenge, be-
fore proceeding to have a
chat with Tejashwi, the
younger but more mature
sibling on whose shoul-
ders lies the burden of
keeping family feud and
unruly party cadres under
check.

The new cabinet, pre-
dictably, has a sizeable
number of Yadavs and
Muslims, though mem-
bers of other sections of
the society also find a
place.

Three of the ministers
are women Sheela Kumari
and Leshi Singh (both
JDU) and Anita Devi
(RJD). There are altogeth-
er seven Yadavs from RJD,
including the two sons of
Lalu Prasad, besides
Bijendra Yadav of the
JD(U).
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Bihar Governor Phagu Chauhan (unseen) administers the oath of office to Sheela Kumari
and Sunil Kumar (JDU), Samir Kumar Mahaseth and Chandrashekhar (RJD) and Sumit
Kumar Singh (Independent) during a swearing-in ceremony of Bihar Cabinet Ministers at
Raj Bhavan, in Patna, Tuesday.

Bhubaneswar, Aug 16 (PTI):

Odisha’s Information
Technology (IT) depart-
ment unveiled a book on
Tuesday on integrated
legal monitoring system,
which enabled transpar-
ent and efficient case
management.

The book chronicles
the journey of imple-
menting the robust and
seamless solution that
helped the state govern-
ment to cut down the
backlog of legal cases
with better oversight and
enhanced governance,
according to an official
release.

“The ILMS has result-
ed in a drastic reduction
in legal caseload for the
government depart-

ments,” said IT Minister
Tusharkanti Behera,
who launched the book
in Bhubaneswar in the
presence of officials of
the Odisha Computer
Application Centre.

Behera said the digital
solution made legal case
management easier for
the departments with
features like generating
alerts for scheduled date
of hearing, filing of
counter response, court
orders and timeline for
compliance.

IT secretary Manoj
Mishra said Odisha had
been one of the “pioneer
states” in leveraging
technologies even for
niche areas like legal
case management.

Post implementation

of this system, there has
been a phenomenal re-
duction in the backlog of
cases, with the Mass
Education Department a
decline of 59 per cent in
pendency of court cases.

According to figures
by the National Judicial
Data Grid, 42.4 million
cases are pending at dif-
ferent courts, and in over
40 per cent of these accu-
mulated cases, a govern-
ment department or of-
fice is a party to litiga-
tions.

ICT enabled solutions
like ILMS have the po-
tential to transform the
face of administration
since every detail per-
taining to a case can be
accessed online from the
system.

Odisha unveils book on integrated
legal monitoring system


