
Nagpur, Aug 14 (PTI): 

People carrying a cot
with a patient on their
shoulders through muddy
paths and hilly terrains to
reach a hospital is a com-
mon sight in areas near
Gadchiroli in Maharashtra.

Of late, the primary
health centres (PHCs) in
Gadchiroli have been seeing
a number of patients being
brought from neighbouring
villages of Chhattisgarh.

Talking to PTI,
Gadchiroli's Bhamragadh
taluka health officer Dr
Milind Meshram claimed
that patients from

Chhattisgarh were coming
to Maharashtra because of
lack of proper medical facil-
ities in the neighbouring
state's villages located along
the border.

He said the PHCs and
hospitals in Gadchiroli re-
ceive 20 to 30 patients from
Chhattisgarh every month
and the number rises to 50
from July to December
when more cases of malaria
are reported.

Earlier this month, a
woman from a remote vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh suffer-
ing from malaria was
brought to a PHC in
Gadchiroli. The woman's

family members brought
her on a wooden cot carried
on their shoulders. The
PHC had sent an ambulance
for her to the spot where
road connectivity was avail-
able.

The woman was admitted
to Lahiri PHC with symp-
toms of malaria, bodyache
and paralysis of legs.

She was later shifted to
the Lok Biradri Prakalp
Hospital in Hemalkasa for
further treatment. But, her
condition started deterio-
rating and she died after a
few days.

Dr Meshram, who is
working as the medical offi-

cer in the region for last
eight years, said some of the
Chhattisgarh villages locat-
ed along the Maharashtra
border in a circumference
of 60 to 80 km lack health
services.

"In case of an emergency
and for other medical serv-
ices, the tribal villagers
from Mettawada and
Narayanpur in
Chhattisgarh prefer coming
to Gadchiroli for treat-
ment," he said. In the ab-
sence of proper road con-
nectivity and forest area,
they have to walk on foot for
a major part of the route to
reach the PHCs, he said.

Security 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In view of the
76th Independence Day
celebration on Monday,
security has been
stepped up across the
national capital with
more than 10,000 person-
nel manning the Red Fort
from where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will address the country.

Booked 
SShhaahhjjaahhaannppuurr:: An FIR has
been registered against six
persons, including a man
who allegedly hid his reli-
gious identity, for sexually
exploiting a woman for
about nine years, police
said on Sunday. Danish who
posed as a Hindu and iden-
tified himself as Avinash
made a friendship with the
30-year-old woman nine
years ago, Circle Officer
(City) Akhand Pratap Singh
told PTI.

Portfolios
MMuummbbaaii:: Five days after
the induction of 18 minis-
ters into his cabinet,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Sunday allocated port-
folios, keeping Urban
Development and 11
other ministries with him-
self, while giving the cru-
cial Home Department to
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis. Fadnavis will
also handle Finance and
Planning, another key
department, a statement
from the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO) said.
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BRIEF

A child gets the national flag
painted on his face on the
eve of Independence Day, 

at the India-Pakistan 
Attari-Wagah border post,

near Amritsar, Sunday.
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Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

HHaappppyy  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  DDaayy

NoticeNotice
The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on Monday

15/08/2022 owing to

Independence Day.

Therefore next issue will

be published on

Wednesday, 

17th August 2022.

Management

Raipur, Aug 14: 

Several districts in
Chhattisgarh have re-
ceived heavy rainfall
since Saturday evening,
resulting in rise in water
level of rivers like
Mahanadi, Shivnath and
Indravati as well as flood-
ing of villages in low-
lying areas, officials said.

Balodabazar received
82.4 millimetres of rain-
fall, Dantewada 63.1 mm,
Mahasamund 65.2 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 65.1 mm,
Bastar 55.9 mm, Raigarh

52.7 mm, Narayanpur 47.4
mm, Bilapur 42.4 mm,
Raipur 36.6 mm and
Bijapur got 36.5mm be-
tween Saturday evening
and Sunday morning,
they said.

In Korba district, sever-
al roads have been cut off

due to heavy rainfall that
resulted in nullahs
(major drains) and
rivulets in Pali area over-
flowing, while Barsoor-
Chitrakot road in
Dantewada has been dis-
rupted as water was flow-
ing above the culvert on

Mandher rivulet, officials
informed. A total of
11,650 cusecs (cubic foot
per second) of water was
released this morning
from the Ravishankar
Sagar (Gangrel), the
largest dam in the state,
built on Mahanadi river
in Dhamtari district, an
official said.

"More than 120 people
have been evacuated to
safer places in the last 48
hours in rain-hit areas.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
and state police have been
deployed for relief and
rescue work," he said.

Meanwhile, the Raipur

Meteorological Centre, in
the afternoon, said
Bastar, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Kanker,
Gariaband, Dhamtari,
Bilaspur, Korba,
Mahasamund, Raipur,
Balodabazar and Sukma
would witness heavy
rainfall in the next 24
hours.

As per the state revenue
department, average rain-
fall of 814.9 mm has been
recorded in Chhattisgarh
till Saturday since June 1
this year. The highest rain-
fall of 1814.9 mm was
recorded in Bijapur dis-
trict while Surguja dis-
trict witnessed the lowest
average rainfall of 330.7
mm during this period.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

The finance ministry is
proposing to soon review
the exemption-free new
tax regime with a view to
making it more attractive
for individual income tax-
payers, sources said.

Eventually, sources said,
the government aims to es-
tablish a system where
there are no exemptions
and the complex old tax
regime with exemptions
and deductions is termi-
nated.

The Union Budget 2020-
21 introduced a new tax
regime. Taxpayers were
given the option to choose
between the old regime
with various deductions

and exemptions and the
new tax regime that of-
fered lower tax rates with-
out exemptions and deduc-
tions.

The intention behind
the move was to provide
significant relief to the in-
dividual taxpayers and to
simplify the income-tax
law.

Asked about the experi-
ence of the new tax
regime, sources said, there
are clear signs that people
who have finished their
home and education loans
are willing to shift to the
new tax regime as they
have no exemptions to
claim.

Sources further said
that lowering of taxes in
the new regime would
make the new tax regime
more attractive.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
senior BJP leaders on
Sunday paid homage to
those who lost their lives
during the Partition as the
Congress accused the rul-
ing party of using the
traumatic events as a "fod-
der" for its political bat-
tles.

On the 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day', BJP president J P
Nadda also led a silent
procession at Jantar
Mantar here and was

joined by several party
leaders, including Union
ministers Piyush Goyal
and Anurag Thakur.

In a tweet, PM Modi
said tributes to all those
who lost their lives during
the Partition, and ap-
plauded the resilience and
grit of those who suffered
during the tragedy.

He had announced last
year that August 14 will be
observed as 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day' in memory of the
struggles and sacrifices of
people.

Union Home Minister

Amit Shah said "inhu-
man" chapter of India's
history can never be for-
gotten.

The Congress, however,
alleged that the real intent
of PM Modi to mark
August 14 as 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day' is to use the traumat-
ic events as "fodder" for
his current political bat-
tles.

Congress general secre-
tary, communications,
Jairam Ramesh said the
tragedy of Partition can-
not be misused to fuel hate
and prejudice.

Raipur, Aug 14: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday said Veer
Savarkar had sown the
seed of Partition in 1925
and questioned the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
role in the freedom strug-
gle.

He also slammed the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh over its repeated ut-
terances on 'Akhand
Bharat' and asked why the
organisation was in-
dulging in "gorakh dhand-
ha' (unethical practice) of
misleading and dividing
people.

Responding to a query
on the BJP observing
'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day'
(Vibhajan Vibhishika
Divas) on Sunday and
blaming the Congress for
Partition, Baghel said,
"Savarkar had sowed the
seed of Partition in 1925. It
was Savarkar who gave
the two-nation theory
which was supported by

Mohammad Ali Jinnah in
1937." "They (BJP) are di-
visive. What role did they
play in the country's
Independence? In 1925, the
RSS and Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) were in
existence. See the state-
ments of their leaders
then.

Baghel said in 1942 (dur-
ing the Quit India move-
ment), they (RSS and HP)
said how the movement
can be suppressed.

"Syama Prasad
Mukherjee (founder of
Bharatiya Jan Sangh) had
written to the viceroy.
They didn't want the
British to leave the coun-
try. Even today they criti-
cize Mahatma Gandhi and
not the British," Baghel
claimed.

NEED TO FOCUS ON HEALTH

Patients from remote villages visit
adjoining Gadchiroli for medical care

‘Savarkar had sown
seed of Partition’

Silent procession
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

BJP national president
JP Nadda on Sunday par-
ticipated in a silent proces-
sion here marking parti-
tion of the country in 1947
and the tragedy associated
with it. On the 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day', he led the procession
from Jantar Mantar to
Connaught Place. He was
joined by Delhi BJP lead-
ers and workers, including
its president Adesh Gupta.

India gained
Independence on August
15, 1947 amid large-scale
violence and migration of
people, as Punjab and
Bengal were divided and
Pakistan was formed.

Mumbai, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Ace stock market investor
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, often
referred to as India's Warren
Buffett, died here Sunday
morning. He was 62.
Jhunjhunwala, India's best
known stock investor, died
early this morning due to a
cardiac arrest, a source in his
newly set up airline said.
A self-made trader, investor
and businessman, he was also
known as 'Big Bull' of Dalal
Street. With an estimated net
worth of around USD 5.8 bil-
lion, Jhunjhunwala was the
36th richest billionaire in India,
according to Forbes' 2021 list-
ing. Son of an income tax offi-
cer, he is survived by his wife
and three children.
A chartered accountant by
education, he had not been
keeping well for the last few
months because of a kidney
ailment. He was seen on a
wheelchair at recent public
events. He looked and sounded
frail at the launch of his budg-
et airline Akasa Air last week.
Jhunjhunwala was brought
dead to the Breach Candy hos-
pital early on Sunday morning.
Suffering from kidney disease
and ischemic heart disease,
the hospital certified that car-
diac arrest was the cause of
his death.

̈ Baghel  slams 
BJP-RSS on
‘Akhand Bharat’

Bhupesh Baghel

India’s ‘Warren
Buffett’ dies at 62

MONSOON MAYHEM

Heavy rains bring rivers in spate
̈ More downpour

predicted for 
next 24 hours

EYE ON INDIVIDUAL IT PAYERS

Govt to review 
exemption-free tax regime 
̈ To make it 

more attractivePARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY

‘Homage to those who lost lives during Partition’

The Congress, however,
alleged that the real intent of
PM Modi to mark August 14 as
'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day' is to use
the traumatic events as "fod-
der" for his current political
battles. Congress general sec-
retary, communications,
Jairam Ramesh said the
tragedy of Partition cannot be
misused to fuel hate and preju-
dice. "The tragedy of Partition
cannot be misused to fuel hate
and prejudice. The truth is
Savarkar originated two-nation
theory and Jinnah perfected it. 

Cong slams BJP
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New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Twenty Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) force
personnel have been award-
ed various service medals,
including for bravery, on the
occasion of Independence
Day.

The decorations include
six police gallantry medals,
three President's police
medal for distinguished
service and 11 police medals
for meritorious service,
ITBP spokesperson Vivek
Kumar Pandey said.

Those awarded the brav-
ery medals include
Assistant Commandants
(ACs) Prabhat Mukul
Martin Minz and Amit
Kumar, Assistant Sub
Inspector Kuldip Raj, Head
Constable Hamesh Kumar
and Constables Brahm
Chandra and Shakti Kumar.

They have been awarded
for undertaking two sepa-
rate operations against

Naxals in Chhattisgarh, the
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

India has helped the
world discover the true po-
tential of democracy and
the keyword for the coun-
try today is compassion
for the downtrodden,
needy and those on the
margins, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Sunday.

In her maiden address
to the nation on the eve of
the 76th Independence
Day, Murmu said major
economic reforms are
being accompanied by in-
novative welfare initia-
tives and the world has
seen "a new India rising in
recent years, more so after
the outbreak of COVID-
19''.

The president said when
India won independence,
there were many interna-
tional leaders and experts
who were sceptical about
the success of the demo-
cratic form of government
in India due to poverty and
illiteracy at that time.

"But we Indians proved
the sceptics wrong.
Democracy not only grew
roots in this soil, it was en-
riched too," she said as she
asked citizens to pledge to
give everything for the
sake of the safety, security,
progress and prosperity of
the country.

The president, in her 17-
minute address, also com-
plimented the policymak-
ers for ensuring the

growth of the country that
has become more inclu-
sive with reduced regional
disparities.

"Our response to the
pandemic has been appre-
ciated everywhere. We
launched the biggest vac-
cination drive in human
history with vaccines
manufactured in the coun-
try itself. Last month we
crossed the 200-crore mark
in cumulative vaccine cov-
erage," said Murmu who
took over the presidency
last month,

She said in combating
the pandemic, India's
achievements have been
better than those of
many developed coun-
tries. "For this feat, we
are grateful to our scien-
tists, doctors, nurses,
paramedics and the staff
associated with vaccina-
tion," she said.

The president said that
the pandemic uprooted
lives and also economies
in the entire world.
"When the world has
been battling the econom-

ic consequences of the
great crisis, India got its
act together and is now
moving forward. India is
among the fastest grow-
ing major economies in
the world" whose start-up
ecosystem ranks high in
the world.

The president said "our
existence will become
meaningful only in build-
ing a glorious India" and
quoted a poem of poet
Kuvempu 'I will pass, So
will you, But on our
bones will arise the great
tale of a new India'.

She said this is a clari-
on call of the nationalist
poet for making a com-
plete sacrifice for the
motherland and the uplift
of fellow citizens.

"To follow these ideals is
my special appeal to the
youth of the country who
are going to build the
India of 2047," she said. In
most other well-estab-
lished democracies,
women had to wage long-
drawn struggles to get the
right to vote. But India
adopted universal adult
franchise rights since the
beginning of the Republic,
she said. Thus, the makers
of modern India enabled
each and every adult citi-
zen to participate in the
collective process of na-
tion-building, she said
adding India can be credit-
ed for helping the world
discover the true potential
of democracy.

PM to announce
‘Heal in India’,
‘Heal by India’

projects on I-Day
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to announce a
host of initiatives for the
health sector on
Independence Day with the
highlights being the 'Heal in
India' and 'Heal by India'
projects and a roadmap to
eliminate sickle cell disease
by 2047, official sources said.
Inclusion of the Quadrivalent
Human Papillomavirus vac-
cine (qHPV) against cervical
cancer in the National
Immunisation Programme
and the expansion of the
National Health Mission
under a new name 'PM
Samagra Swasthya Mission'
may also figure in Modi's
speech from the Red Fort on
Monday, they said.
Under the 'Heal in India' ini-
tiative that aims at position-
ing the country as a global
hub for medical and wellness
tourism, medical infrastruc-
ture at 37 hospitals in 12
states will be ramped up to
boost medical tourism, the
sources said. Interpreters and
special desks at 10 identified
airports, a multilingual portal
and simplified visa norms for
international patients and
their companions are also
among the highlights of the
initiative. Official sources
told PTI that the government
has identified 44 countries,
predominantly African, Latin
American, SAARC and Gulf
nations, from where a large
number of people visit India
for medical purposes. The
cost and quality of treatment
in these nations were also
taken into account, they said.

PREZ ADDRESSES NATION

‘New India rising
after COVID-19 crisis’

I-
D

A
Y 20 ITBP personnel honoured

with police medals

Central Bureau of Investigation officers/officials, from left to right
in the top row, Addl SP Alok Kumar, Dy SP Atul Hajela, Dy SP
Tejprakash Devrani, from left to right in the bottom row, Dy SP T
Sridharan, SI Gurmeet Singh and ASI Narpat Singh, who have
been awarded with Presidents Police Medal for Distunguished
service, on the occasion of the Independence Day, 2022. 

A total of 1,082 police person-
nel from CAPFs and state
forces have been awarded var-
ious categories of service
medals, including for gallant
action, on the occasion of
Independence Day, an official
statement said Sunday.
The decorations include 347
police medal for gallantry
(PMG), 87 President's police
medal for distinguished serv-
ice and 648 police medals for
meritorious service.
Out of the 347 gallantry
awards, 204 personnel are
being awarded for their gallant
action in Jammu and Kashmir,
80 for displaying bravery in
Left Wing Extremism or Naxal
violence affected areas and 14
personnel for showing bravery
in North-East Region, the
Union home ministry said.

1,082 police personnel

given medals for 

gallantry, good service

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

India has not only been
decked in tricolour hues
in the lead up to the 76th
Independence Day cele-
brations, but also put
under a heavy security
blanket, right from Delhi,
the epicentre of the mega
celebrations, to Jammu
and Kashmir.

The police machinery
across states has been

put on vigil to ensure
that the celebrations are
not hampered in any way.

In Delhi, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will be addressing the na-
tion from the ramparts of
the historic Red Fort, se-
curity has been stepped
up with Delhi Police de-
ploying more than 10,000
personnel to guard the
Mughal-era monument.

From facial recogni-

tion system (FRS) cam-
eras installed at the
entry point of the Red
Fort to multi-layered se-
curity cover and deploy-
ment of over 400 kite
catchers and fliers on
rooftops and other sensi-
tive locations in the fort
area to counter any
threats from sub-conven-
tional aerial platforms --
the area is under hawk-
eye vigil.

With nearly 7,000 invi-
tees expected to attend
the event at the Red Fort,
a five-kilometre area
around the monument
has been marked as "no
kite flying zone'' till the
tricolour is hoisted.
Dependra Pathak,
Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order),
had said provisions of
Section 144 have already
been instituted in Delhi.

From Delhi to Kashmir---heavy security
blanket for 76th I-Day celebration
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U N peacekeeping mis-
sions aim to build sus-

tainable security and peace in
countries affected by conflict.
They must also deal with the
complex international politics,
resourcing, and management of
the mission itself. Since the end
of the cold war, UN peacekeep-
ing operations have been de-
signed to bring wars to an early
end, protect civilians, and ac-
tively support longer-term
peace and security. This re-
quires military action and
diplomacy to help enforce peace
agreements. Large military and
police can be deployed to help
protect civilians. Major pro-
grammes are often needed to
address human needs, support
the implementation of the
peace agreement, and tackle the
causes of conflict.

However, international sup-
port for UN peacekeeping is
waning and challenges, such as
increased international ten-
sions and critical scrutiny, are
increasing. Protests against UN
peacekeepers in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) in re-
cent weeks have resulted in vio-
lence and deaths.

The experience of peace mis-
sions run between 1991 and 2011
showed that in order to have a
good chance of success, they

needed to address a wide range
of issues in countries emerging
from war. In addition to mili-
tary peacekeeping, reconstruc-
tion and humanitarian opera-
tions, UN missions have in-
creasingly included other roles.

These range from policing,
justice and the demobilisation
and disarmament of armed
groups to establishing legiti-
mate and stable post-conflict
government and public servic-
es, refugee return, the protec-
tion and empowerment of
women, and job creation. In the
process, the UN moved from
previous peacekeeping doc-
trines to more robust and com-
prehensive peacebuilding ap-
proaches.

The decision to send a peace-
keeping mission to a country is
made by the UN security coun-
cil, and the UN secretariat is
then responsible for developing
and implementing the detailed
strategy for the mission. They
typically appoint thousands of
staff to lead and manage the
mission. Some are seconded
from UN departments and
agencies, but most are drawn
from international rosters of
specialists and consultants.

UN member states are re-
quested to contribute military
and police personnel under UN
command, for which they are
paid from UN funds. This is a
major source of income for the
armed forces of several devel-
oping countries. Other interest-
ed states, such as the US, UK or
France, may send their own
separate armed forces. These
forces support the UN mission
objectives but are not under UN
command.

Some of the missions are
large and long-standing. For in-
stance, UN missions to DRC

started small in 1999 but rapidly
expanded after 2004, with the
aim of stabilising the country,
demobilising armed groups and
protecting civilians. While this
has been scaled back over the
last two years, at the end of 2021
there were still 17,783 people de-
ployed in DRC, including 12,384
troops.

Organisational challenges
UN and other international

and local agencies establish
projects and programmes to
support the range of issues ad-
dressed by each mission. State
governments and international
NGOs similarly set up their
own programmes. This can
quickly add up to hundreds of
organisations employing tens of
thousands of expatriate staff
and many more local staff all
more-or-less seeking to con-
tribute to the UN mission, but
with their own specific ap-
proaches and priorities.

It is not surprising that UN
coordination of this complex
peacebuilding enterprise is
often more an aspiration than a
reality. While a UN high repre-
sentative is appointed to lead
and co-ordinate each mission,
in practice they are at best first
among equals in a continuous
process of negotiation and per-
suasion.

Inconsistent and bad prac-
tices have arisen. There have
been scandals where the UN
missions appear to have not
done enough on corruption. In
other cases, UN military peace-
keepers have not acted to pro-
tect civilians from violence,
such as in South Sudan. UN and
associated staff have also
abused their positions to obtain
sexual and other services, as is
highlighted in this new
Conversation report from DRC.

Problems like these are diffi-
cult for the UN secretariat to ad-
dress due to its lack of power.
Military forces deployed on UN
missions are accountable to
their own national commanders
and governments. Despite UN
orders, they may not want their
forces to engage in potentially
dangerous actions to protect
civilians. Similarly, some gov-
ernments have been slow to put
measures in place to address
abuses that may have been car-
ried out by their own citizens.

Reduced support
Since 2011, the international

support for UN peacebuilding
has weakened. Some influential
states including India and
China remain lukewarm about
comprehensive UN peacebuild-
ing approaches. Western sup-
port has also become more
patchy, particularly after
changes in US policy and fund-
ing under the Trump adminis-
tration. In this context, efforts
to recognise and address risks
of bad or abusive practices in
order to improve future UN
peace missions can also be used
to discredit the whole peace-
building approach.

A return to more modest UN
peacekeeping missions might
seem politically and financially
convenient. However, this
would mean less attention on
sustainable peacebuilding,
human security, and the protec-
tion and empowerment of
women, minorities and other
vulnerable groups. These have
been key parts of improving the
effectiveness of UN peacebuild-
ing over the last 30 years.

Writer is Professor of
International Security and
Development, University of

Bradford
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Online gaming is 
a serious issue!

Many people are shocked
given how quickly online gaming
is gaining popularity here.Even if
it is illegal to gamble in India, it
is not against the law to do so
online. As a result, players are
utilising the convenience of real
money gambling sites like Teen
Patti, Rummy, snooker,
Cricketing & Lodo etc. Due to
the platforms' compatibility
with mobile devices, a higher
number of gamblers play these
games on their cellphones.
Indian online gamblers are par-
ticularly interested in traditional
card games, but they also enjoy
fast-paced, graphically appeal-
ing games in smart-phones. The
majority of players prefer live
dealer game styles, which assist
to replicate a true casino experi-
ence. States in India, including
Telangana, Orissa, and Andhra
Pradesh, have outlawed gam-
bling games due to concerns
about addiction and mental
health. The bans in some other
states, like Kerala and
Karnataka, have been over-
turned by courts. The Supreme
Court of India is still hearing
some petitions pertaining to the
matter from many years.While
many experts have debated the
benefits and drawbacks of on-
line gambling, the problem gam-
bling issue cannot be disregard-
ed. If the sector keeps expand-
ing without stringent guidelines
and attention to gambling addic-
tion, it can cause young India
more serious issues.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr  

Flag-hoisting 
decision

The announcement by our PM
to host the Tricolour for three
continuous days including nights
at rooftops, businesses and
other establishments under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign to
mark the 75th Independence
Day celebrations is not very de-
sirable. People are surely com-
ing out in support of this deci-
sion, but most are not aware of
the practices involved in the
process. The government should
find other ways also to mark the
celebrations. It can direct the
local administration to motivate
the general public to assemble
at a common place for the flag-
hoisting ceremony. This will
strengthen the social and com-
munal bond among the citizens.

NNaavvnneeeett  SSeetthh,,  DDhhuurrii

Venkaiah 
Naidu’s legacy

When Venkaiah Naidu was
made to contest for the post of
Vice President of the country, it
was alleged that it was only to
pack him off from the BJP to
avoid his claims to some top po-
sition in the government. During
his tenure as the VP and
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
we have found him to be an ex-
cellent administrator, a man en-
dowed with the rare gift to make
his presence always pleasurable
and peaceful and a tactful trou-
ble-shooter. One hopes that
Venkaiah Naidu, an outspoken
person, will record his experi-
ences, gains, losses and disap-
pointments in life, both social
and political, in his memoirs said
to be in the offing.

TThhaarrcciiuuss  SS  FFeerrnnaannddoo,,  CChheennnnaaii
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DHQ security troops under the Ministry of Defence take part in a 7.5 km run to commemorate 75 years of Independence,
in New Delhi, Sunday, Aug 14.

UN peacekeeping missions: How they 
work and the challenges they face

I-DAY RUN

Helena Varkkey

G
overnments, civil society and
the international community

need to work fast as the dry season
approaches and smoke haze returns
in Southeast Asia. As Southeast Asia
emerges from two years of COVID-19-
induced socioeconomic slowdowns
and the dry season begins, govern-
ments across the region are warning
their citizens to brace themselves for
the return of forest-fire haze. The
clock is ticking as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
works to develop a new Haze-Free
Roadmap after an independent re-
view found that the vision of the origi-
nal roadmap, of a Haze-Free ASEAN
by 2020 , has not been fully achieved.
Haze severely disrupts regional
economies by reducing productivity
and tourism while increasing emer-
gency medical spending. The 2015
haze was estimated to have cost US
16 billion in Indonesia alone, while a
less severe episode in 2019 cost an es-
timated US 5 billion.

The biomass particles making up
the haze are extremely dangerous to
human health. As small as 2.5 mi-
crons, the particles can easily enter
the lungs and bloodstream. This can

cause short- and long-term respirato-
ry, dermatological and ophthalmo-
logical problems, especially in young
children and adults. The 2015 haze
episode caused 40,000 to 100,000 ad-
ditional deaths in Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore, according
to studies. And recent research sug-
gests people regularly exposed to
significant levels of air pollution can
be more susceptible to diseases such
as COVID-19. With Southeast Asians
having already spent decades inter-
mittently breathing in smoke haze,
the return of this form of air pollution
is of great concern.

Most haze-producing fires occur
in disturbed peat swamps in
Kalimantan (the Indonesian part of
Borneo), on the Indonesian island of
Sumatra and to a lesser extent in
Malaysia. Peat swamps are natural-
ly waterlogged, but when they are
drained for agriculture the carbon-
rich soil dries out quickly and be-
comes extremely fire-prone. Fires
occur intentionally (to prepare the
land for planting) and accidentally
(from lightning or cigarette butts).
Peat fires can burn for long periods
underground, and they release es-
pecially potent smoke that can trav-
el across vast distances and nation-

al boundaries. They are also close to
impossible to suppress without
heavy rainfall. In especially bad
episodes, haze can reach almost all
Southeast Asian nations. The haze is
transboundary not only in its effects
but also in its causes. Alongside
local commercial palm-oil and pulp-
wood plantations operating on peat,
foreign plantations have been linked
to fires. 

Malaysian interests own 18 per
cent to 30 per cent of Indonesian
palm-oil plantations, and
Singaporean firms also feature
prominently. Even though large-scale
intentional burning to clear land has
decreased over the years thanks to
increased scrutiny, commercial
drainage and water-management
operations often disrupt peat hydrol-
ogy in and around plantations. This
can increase the risk of large-scale
fires in surrounding communities.
Laws and regulations prohibit large-
scale plantations in sensitive, fire-
prone peatlands, but they are rarely
enforced.

Patron client networks are com-
monplace in the business culture of
Indonesia and other Southeast Asian
nations. In these symbiotic relation-
ships the person with the higher so-

cioeconomic position (patron) exer-
cises their influence and resources to
provide for the person of lower status
(client) in exchange for support, as-
sistance and services. In the case of
plantations, government patrons'
often shield their business clients'
from scrutiny and punishment. This
results in a culture of impunity: only a
handful of companies have been
prosecuted for causing fires. 

National pride comes into play too,
and patronage can function even
across borders: the home govern-
ments of  foreign plantations have de-
fended their companies against accu-
sations of causing haze. Complaints
and requests  from affected countries
to Indonesia to control its fires often
dissolve into finger-pointing as each
country blames the other's planta-
tions for causing the fires. Haze has
also sparked diplomatic rows.
Indonesia has infamously labelled
complaining neighbours as being un-
grateful for the fresh air that
Indonesia provides them outside the
haze season, and Indonesia has
openly chided Singapore for putting
into place an extraterritorial law that
would hold liable any entity that
causes haze in Singapore.

The complex transboundary na-

ture of the problem means haze can-
not be addressed by any individual
country. Even the solutions offered
by ASEAN have been underwhelm-
ing. It is notable that one of the only
legally binding agreements under
ASEAN is the 2002 Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution, but its
operationalisation has been ham-
pered by delayed ratification by
Indonesia, lack of clarity over the
functions of the ASEAN Specialised
Meteorological Centre and uncoordi-
nated assistance efforts.

Still, hope for clean air in
Southeast Asia remains. The
Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil,
the world's most recognisable multi-
stakeholder certification scheme for
palm-oil production, includes princi-
ples and criteria related to peatlands
and fires. And work continues on the
new Haze-Free Roadmap. Civil-socie-
ty movements such as the Clean Air
Network in Thailand, PM Haze in
Singapore and CERAH in Malaysia
have worked to keep haze on the pub-
lic (and, therefore, government)
agenda even outside the haze season.
As the 2022 dry season approaches,
action at local, national and interna-
tional level could stop the progress of
recent years from going up in smoke.
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Borderless haze threatens Southeast Asia

T he projection by the International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI) that India's food production could drop by 6.8% under the

impact of climate change and the risk for hunger could increase by 23% by
2030, has cast a shadow over the country's Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) agenda. Based on a study on impact of climate change on
agriculture, the National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture
(NICRA) also has sounded the caution that yields of rainfed rice, irrigated
rice, wheat and kharif crops are likely to be reduced in the absence of any
adaptation measures under the projected climate change scenarios. These
projections indicate that the impending food crisis on account of climate
change impact will be more severe than perceived and calls for compre-
hensive review of the policies, schemes and programmes that are aimed
at achieving food security to ascertain if they are adequate to overcome
the challenge. Development and introduction of climate-resilient varieties,
soil health management, rainfed area development, water-use efficiency
under the National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture have resulted in in-
crease in food grain production to 314 million tonne and horticultural pro-
duction to 341 million tonne in 2021-22. The IFPRI and NICRA reports, how-
ever, show that there is no room for complacency. With 60% of the net
sown area, which account for 40% of agriculture production in the coun-
try, being rainfed, drastic change in rainfall pattern attributed by climate
change impact speaks volumes about the risks. Destruction of standing
crop in two waves of devastating floods in Assam and deposition of thick
layers of sand degrading paddy fields, large excess rainfall followed by
long spells of deficient rainfall resulting from large departures from nor-
mal rainfall, demonstrate the growing challenge for farmers dependent on
rainfed farming for livelihood. Climate change impact mitigation requires
the farmers not just to improve water-use efficiency but also to shift to
solar-powered irrigation system to reduce dependence on diesel-based ir-
rigation wells. Since the inception of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) scheme in 2019, alto-
gether 1.23 lakh standalone solar pumps have been installed as on June 30,
which is estimated to result in reduction of 85 million litres of annual diesel
consumption. This led to increase in the cumulative number of standalone
solar pumps to 3.85 lakh, but the country still has 11.2 million diesel agri-
cultural pumps, which shows where it stands as far as goals of using re-
newable energy for sustainable increase in food production are con-
cerned. The Central Government informed the Parliament that installation
of solar pumps under PM-KUSUM has led to reduction of around 0.44 mil-
lion tonne per annum in Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions, which points to-
wards the importance of installation of solar pumps as a climate-resilient
strategy to achieve food security. Central Ground Water Board data on
groundwater resources indicate decrease in water level in 30% of wells
and increase in water level in 70% of wells over a decade, which imply that
apart from installation of solar pumps ground water management and
rainwater harvesting in water-stressed areas are crucial components of a
climate-resilient food production strategy. India's agricultural production
is heavily dependent on import of urea as domestic production is insuffi-
cient to meet the demand. Rising global prices of urea has led to increase
in the fertilizer subsidy burden on the government. India's import of 98.28
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of urea in 2020-21 cost 2580 million US dollars,
while the import bill for 91.36 LMT in 2021-21 increased to 6041 million US
dollars. The domestic production of urea in 2021-22 was 250 LMT against
total requirement of 356 LMT. A report of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture brings out a mismatch between requirement of
fertilizer subsidy for food production and Budget allocation. The Budget
allocation for the current financial year in respect of urea subsidy is Rs
67,202 crore against requirement of Rs 104,016 crore and is 21% lower
than the Revised Estimates of 2021-22. Funds allocated to the Ministry are
not sufficient to meet the projected requirement of fertilizer subsidy funds
for the year 2022-23, which also led to lower allocation of Rs 42,000 crore
against the requirement of Rs 72,702 crore for the Nutrient Based Subsidy
(NBS) scheme. Any shortfall in Budget allocation leading to shortage of
subsidized urea and other subsidized fertilizer will pose a stumbling block
in achievement of targets of food production. Apart from increasing do-
mestic production, boosting production of biofertilizers and promotion of
organic farming in a big way can help the country overcome the challenge
posed by rising subsidy burden on account of the spike of price of import-
ed urea. The indigenously-developed Nano urea, which is much cheaper
than conventional subsidized urea, can be a game changer and go a long
way in addressing the twin challenges of rising subsidy burden and sus-
tainable food production to reduce hunger risk.

Climate-resilient 
food production

S cientists have discovered the first definitive proof that the Moon
inherited indigenous noble gases of helium and neon from the

Earth's mantle. The discovery, published in the journal Science Advances,
adds to the already strong constraints on the currently favoured "Giant
Impact" theory that hypothesises the Moon was formed by a massive colli-
sion between Earth and another celestial body. It also represents a signifi-
cant piece of the puzzle towards understanding how the Moon and, poten-
tially, the Earth and other celestial bodies were formed. For the study, the
team ETH Zurich analysed six samples of lunar meteorites from an
Antarctic collection, obtained from NASA. The meteorites consist of basalt
rock that formed when magma welled up from the interior of the Moon
and cooled quickly.They remained covered by additional basalt layers after
their formation, which protected the rock from cosmic rays and, particu-
larly, the solar wind. The cooling process resulted in the formation of lunar
glass particles amongst the other minerals found in magma. The team dis-
covered that the glass particles retain the chemical fingerprints (isotopic
signatures) of the solar gases: helium and neon from the Moon's interior.
Their findings strongly support that the Moon inherited noble gases in-
digenous to the Earth. "Finding solar gases, for the first time, in basaltic
materials from the Moon that are unrelated to any exposure on the lunar
surface was such an exciting result," said Patrizia Will from ETH Zurich.
Without the protection of an atmosphere, asteroids continually pelt the
Moon's surface. It likely took a high-energy impact to eject the meteorites
from the middle layers of the lava flow similar to the vast plains known as
the Lunar Mare. Eventually the rock fragments made their way to Earth in
the form of meteorites. Many of these meteorite samples are picked up in
the deserts of North Africa or in, in this case, the "cold desert" of
Antarctica where they are easier to spot in the landscape. Knowing where
to look inside NASA's vast collection of some 70,000 approved meteorites
represents a major step forward."I am strongly convinced that there will
be a race to study heavy noble gases and isotopes in meteoritic materi-
als," said ETH Zurich Professor Henner Busemann. He anticipates that
soon researchers will be looking for noble gases such as xenon and kryp-
ton which are more challenging to identify. They will also be searching for
other volatile elements such as hydrogen or halogens in the lunar mete-
orites."While such gases are not necessary for life, it would be interesting
to know how some of these noble gases survived the brutal and violent
formation of the moon. Such knowledge might help scientists in geochem-
istry and geophysics to create new models that show more generally how
such most volatile elements can survive planet formation, in our solar sys-
tem and beyond," Busemann said. 

Scientists shed new light
on Moon’s origin
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‘GAURAV TIRANGA YATRA’

PCC workers and leaders under leadership of PCC State
head PL Punia and other senior party leaders took out
‘Gaurav Tiranga Yatra’ on occasion of ‘Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav’ here on Sunday.

‘Exhibition on observation of Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’

Raipur, Aug 14: The
Raipur Division of South
East Central Railway
(SECR) observed the
Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day on
August 14 in an effort to
bring out the suffering of
millions of people during

India’s partition to the
fore. The entire nation ob-
served Remembrance Day
of Horrors of Partition on
August 14 on the call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Observation of this
day brings to light the
agony, suffering and pain
of millions of people who
were displaced during par-
tition. It reminds the coun-
try, that its independence
was preceded by the
largest displacement of
human population in the
last century. The partition
also claimed the lives of a
large number of people.

To mark the occasion,
an Exhibition was organ-
ised at Raipur Station
Gate No-01. Apart from

Raipur station, the exhibi-
tion was organized at
Durg, Bhatapara, Balod,
Dallirajhara stations of
the division, where pas-
sengers got familiar with
the facts of the partition of

the country. Partition
Horror Remembrance Day
was also observed in
Railway Schools of Bhilai
of Raipur Railway
Division.

Sympathy towards the

families who suffered the
pain of Partition during
the independence of the
country and maintaining
the unity of the nation
was the basic objective of
the program on Partition

Horror Remembrance Day
at Raipur station.

The program started
with a patriotic song to
welcome the visitors and
address by Assistant
Divisional Personnel

Officer Ruheena Tufail
Khan. Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer Uday
Kumar Bharti was seen in
an emotional mood at the
depiction of the tragedy of
Partition in 1947.

Former MLA of the city
Barnad Rodrigues, retired
SP GS Bhamra, former
corporator and Sikh Samaj
convenor Surendra Singh
Chhabra along with
Balwinder Singh Arora,
Romi Bhalla and senior
section engineer Abid
Qureshi expressed solidar-
ity on the occasion.
Speaking about the pain of
partition, Assistant
Commercial Manager
Shambhu Shah, stressed
on building a new India by

creating sense of unity.
Sanskritik Sangh

Raipur Division presented
an attractive play -
“Chhuk-Chhuk Rail” with
the aim of maintaining na-
tional unity. Message of
adopting nationality and
giving up regionalism was
conveyed through this play.
The program was conduct-
ed by Welfare Inspector
Faridi Nisar Ahmed. The
program was organized
with support of Swaran
Singh Kalsi, Chief Office
Superintendent. At the end
of the program, Assistant
Personnel Officer Ruheena
Tufail Khan expressed
vote of thanks and extend-
ed best wishes for “Azadi
Ke Amrit Mahotsav”.

Cong govt of letting corruption,
mafias flourish in state: Sao

Raipur, Aug 14: The newly
appointed Chhattisgarh BJP
president Arun Sao on
Sunday accused the ruling
Congress of ditching every
section of the society and al-
lowing corruption and
mafias to flourish during its
three-and-half year rule in
the state.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP office in
Kushabhau Thakre Parisar,
Sao said party workers and
leaders will work hard to ful-
fill the dream and vision
with which former prime
minister late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had created
Chhattisgarh in 2000.

The Narendra Modi-led
Central government has
been taking the country for-
ward on the path of develop-
ment with its welfare
schemes. The schemes are
aimed at making the coun-
try prosperous and power-
ful. But in Chhattisgarh, all
development works have
come to a standstill since the
Congress came to power (in

2018), Sao claimed.
The MP from Bilaspur

further alleged that the
Congress government is im-
mersed in corruption and
the state has become a den
of sand, liquor and land
mafias. The state govern-
ment has been spoiling the
future of the state’s youth by
allowing drug trade to flour-
ish, he alleged. Vajpayeeji
had created Chhattisgarh
with a vision to make it free
from exploitation, hunger
and poverty. He wanted peo-
ple of the state to become
prosperous. But the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment has been destroying

the future of the state by
making it debt ridden, the
BJP leader said

The Congress govern-
ment has ditched every sec-
tion of the society be it
farmers, youth, women or
government employees.
Now people have under-
stood this government and
want to get rid of it, he
claimed. BJP workers will
become the voice of the peo-
ple and fight for them from
‘sadak’ to ‘sadan’ (street to
the state assembly). We will
not bow before this govern-
ment and will work hard
jointly to bring the BJP back
to power next year (in the as-
sembly election) and to fulfil
Vajpayeeji’s dream and vi-
sion, Sao said.

Sao, who hails from the
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) community, was ap-
pointed as the president of
the BJP’s state unit earlier
this week. He replaced tribal
leader Vishnu Deo Sai who
had led the party in the state
since June 2020.

Raipur, Aug 14: The
GoI has declared the
medals to be awarded to
27 police officers,
Jawans on occasion of
Independence Day. It is
for the first time that
highest of 15 officers and
jawans of Chhattisgarh
will be presented with
Gallantry Awards and
this include, SP Durg Dr
Abishekh Pallav, Malik
Ram (Inspector); SI
Alrik Lakda; SI
Mahendra Pottai, Suke
Ramnad HC, late Jailal

Uikey HC; Late Kanre
Usendi (CT); Late Shyam
Kishore Sharma SI;
Ramawatar Patel ASI;
Juleshwar Sonwani PL
Commander; Hajare Lal
Mourya ASI; Sukuram
Nareti SI; Harishankar
Prasad Kanwar Insector.

In addition to this
those who will be award-
ed Special Service Medal
include IG CID PHQ-
Sanjeev Shukla; Bishnu
Prasad Deshmukh –
Inspector SIB PHQ,
Raipur and for excellent
services- IG Bastar
Range OP Pal ,
Sundarraj P. – IG Bastar
Range  and Rajesh
Kukreja have been in-
cluded.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 14: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will organise the
‘Hamar Tiranga’ cam-
paign in all schools of
the state between
August 20 and 30 to
mark 75 years of
Independence, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.

Detailed guidelines on
how to conduct the cam-
paign have been given to
all collectors, district ed-
ucation officers and dis-
trict mission coordina-
tors by Dr
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Secretary of the School
Education Department,
the state government of-
ficial said.

“Various pro-

grammes will be organ-
ised in government, pri-
vate and government-
aided schools under the
name and style of
‘Hamar Tiranga’. The
aim is spread the spirit
of patriotism and con-
vey the story of martyrs
and freedom fighters. It
will help understand
the true meaning of
freedom in the present
context,” he said.

As part of the cam-
paign, the film ‘Gandhi’
will be screened free for
students of Classes XI
and XII in nearby the-
atres or smart class-
rooms, and authorities
have been asked to
make preparations in
this regard, the official
added.

Budhatalab is centre of attraction for all: CM

Raipur, Aug 14: Raipur,
Aug 14:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave gift of develop-
ment works worth Rs 165
crore to the residents of
capital city here on the eve
of Independence Day here
on  Sunday. CM dedicated
the RMC sports ground at
the cost of Rs 2.62 crore
and laid stone for Sewerage
Treatment Plant (STP) at
historical Naraiyya Talab

at the cost of Rs 3.75 crore;
also laid stone for STP in
Kho-Kho Talab at the cost
of Rs 3.77 cr and STP in
Maharaja Band Talab at
the cost of Rs 9.99 crore. He
also laid stone for water
supply scheme at the cost
of Rs 130.39 crore for 24x7
water supply to population
of 2.25 lakh in capital city.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that the ponds in the
capital city are of our an-
cestors time and to keep it
well preserved and pollu-
tion-free is the responsibili-
ty of all. Citing about
‘Budhatalab’ CM said that
this pond has become the
centre of attraction all over
the state and like this we
need to make other ponds
beautiful and neat & clean.
CM said that Chhattisgarh
has been presented  with

cleanest city three times in
different categories and it
should be combined efforts
of all that Raipur becomes
No 1 clean city in entire
country.

Further CM Baghel laid
stone for establishing STP
in three ponds in capital
city to make it pollution-
free. In this CM laid stone
for establishing 3 MLD STP
in Maharajbandh Pond; 1
MLD each in Naraiyya and
Kho-Kho Pond in city. With
establishing of Sewerage
Treatment Plant (STP), all
these three ponds will be-
come pollution-free and
people of Raipur city will
get clean environment and
clean-water and it will bet-
ter Raipur city’s environ-
ment as well.

Later CM Baghel dedi-
cated sports ground of
RMC at the cost of Rs 2.62

cr by Raipur Smart City
Limited (RSCL). CM said
that the sports ground of
RMC needs to be upgraded
and well-developed in
heart of city. In this there
will be better arrangement
of people to sit  and night-
lamps too have been in-
stalled. With expansion of
these services, sports play-
ers will get better facilities
and atmosphere and im-
prove upon their perform-
ances as well.

On this occasion
Minister in-charge of
Raipur district Ravindra
Choubey, School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh, LS MP Sunil Soni,
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar,
Chairman CHB Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma and
other dignitaries were
present.

CM Baghel to hoist the national flag
at Police Parade Ground Raipur 

Raipur, Aug 14:
Independence Day will be
celebrated with patriotic
fervor and enthusiasm
across the state on August
15. The national flag will
be hoisted at the Police
Parade Ground in Raipur
by Chief
MinisterBhupesh Baghel
in a ceremonial celebra-
tion of Independence Day.

Besides, Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant will hoist the na-
tional flag at the main
function to be organized in
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district headquarters. In
other district headquar-
ters, cabinet ministers and
parliamentary secretaries
will hoist the national flag
and read the message of
Chief Minister to the peo-
ple of the state.

Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo will hoist the
national flag at the pro-
gramme to be organized in
Surguja, Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey in
Durg, Home and Public
Works Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu in
Bemetara, Forest and
Climate Change Minister
Mohammad Akbar in
Kabirdham, Food and
Culture Minister

Amarjeet Bhagat in
Rajnandgaon, Revenue
Minister Jai Singh
Agrawal in Korba, Women
and Child Development
Minister Anila Bhediya in
Balod, Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel in
Raigarh, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam in Surajpur,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma in
Sukma, Public Health
Engineering and Village
Industries Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar in Mungeli
and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahriya in
Janjgir-Champa.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain in
Bijapur, Parliamentary
Secretary Vinod Sevan Lal
Chandrakar in
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Ashish Singh

in Bilaspur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori in Kanker,
Parliamentary Secretary
UD Minj in Jashpur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Prasad Rai in
Baloda Bazar,
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj in
B a l r a m p u r ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shakuntala Sahu in
Dhamtari, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay
in Gariyaband,
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad in
K o n d a g a o n ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Parasnath Rajwade in
Korea, Parliamentary
Secretary Indrashah
Mandavi in Narayanpur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dwarikadhish Yadav in
Bastar, and Parliamentary
Secretary Gurudayal
Singh Banjare in
Dantewada.

CM presents Vasundhara Samman 
to Journalist Liladhar Mandloi 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 14: At the
felicitation ceremony
held at his residence of-
fice in Raipur, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
awarded Vasundhara
Samman to the renowned
Litterateur and
Journalist Liladhar
Mandloi. On the occa-
sion, Chief Minister said
that every year, remark-
able contribution in the
field of literature and
journalism is acknowl-
edged, recognized and
awarded. This year,
Mandloi’s excellent con-
tribution in these fields
has been honoured.
Baghel reminisced the
days he would listen to
Mandloi’s radio pro-

gramme on Raipur
Akashwani.

It is noteworthy that
Vasundhara Samman is
conferred in the memory
of Late Devi Prasad
Choubey. Commemorating
the contributions of late
Devi Prasad Choubey,
Chief Minister said that
he was a pioneer of rural
journalism and a dedicated
social reformer. He was
strictly against the tradi-
tion of sacrificial system
(Bali Pratha) and with his
consistent and dedicated ef-
forts, he had managed to
put an end to the practice of

sacrifice in the temples of
his village.

It is noteworthy that this
was the 22nd event of
Vasundhara Samman, or-
ganized on the occasion of
46th death anniversary of
Late Shri Devi Prasad
Choubey, where Baghel feli-
ciated Shri Mandloi with a
citation, a memento and a
‘samman nidhi’. The pro-
gram was jointly organ-
ized by Kriti Vasundhara-
monthly magazine of Lok
Jagran, Culture
D e p a r t m e n t ,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government and Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Culture
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Padma Shri
Bharti Bandhu, Padma
Shri Shri Madan
Chauhan, senior littera-
teur Vishnu Nagar and
other dignitaries were
also present in the pro-
gram.
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On occasion of
Independence Day

Speaker of State
Assembly, Cabinet
Ministers and
Parliamentary
Secretaries to hoist
the national flag at
the main function
to be organized in
the district head-
quarters

Need to make
Raipur city No. 1 in
the field of cleanli-
ness and sanitation

CM lays stone for
devp works worth
Rs 167 crore in capi-
tal city

Total 27 police officers,
jawans selected from State

For President’s
medal for Gallantry
award, special
services etc

State govt to hold ‘Hamar Tiranga’
campaign in schools

For his significant
works in the field of
Literature and
Journalism

In SECR Raipur
Division 

Passengers get
acquainted with sit-
uation arising out of
partition

Also observed in
Railway Schools of
Bhilai
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UP’s ‘village of soldiers’ gears 
up to celebrate I-Day

Ghazipur (UP), Aug 14 (PTI): 

In Gahmar, one of the
country’s largest villages
and where almost every
household has members
who have served or are serv-
ing in the Army, the enthu-
siasm is palpable on the eve
of Independence Day with
the tricolour hoisted atop
every house.

In this “village of sol-
diers”, hoisting the tri-
colour on Independence
Day and Republic Day is a
tradition and the govern-
ment’s ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign this year has only
added to the spirit of patri-
otism.

The central government
has launched the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign under
which people are being en-

couraged to hoist the tri-
colour at their houses to
mark 75 years of India’s in-
dependence.

Villagers say soldiers
from Gahmar have fought
in wars from World War II
to Kargil conflict. Pictures
and medals of soldiers
adorn shelves in most hous-
es of Gahmar. Village head
Balwant Singh estimates
that Gahmar has given
20,000 soldiers to the coun-
try so far. Currently, about
5,000 villagers are working
in different positions in the
Army, he said. Gahmar has
a population of about 1.25
lakh. “The spirit of patriot-
ism resides in the heart of
every family living here.
Ours is a village of soldiers.
You will definitely find a sol-
dier in almost every house

here. Many members of
most families are serving in
the Army,” Balwant Singh
told PTI. “Though
Independence Day is cele-
brated every year in
Gahmar village, this time
special preparations are
being made to mark 75
years of independence.
People of the village have
also joined the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign,” he
said. The tricolour has been
hoisted atop every house in
the village and the adminis-
tration is also doing its bit
to make the campaign a suc-
cess, he added. Ishwar
Chandra, a social worker,
said the spirit of patriotism
gripped the village after
many of its soldiers laid
down their lives in World
War II.

‘Nation has emerged as
self-reliant, powerful one’

Puducherry, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Puducherry Lieutenant
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan on Sunday
said the country has
emerged as a powerful and
self-reliant nation. In a
message on the eve of in-
dependence, she said the
people should recall the
sacrifices leaders and free-
dom fighters had made to
ensure a free India. The
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ aims at nurtur-
ing and promoting patriot-
ism among the people, she
said. Prime Minister
Narendra’s call for ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ was being

followed by the people by
unfurling the national flag
atop their houses, she said
while appealing to the peo-
ple to work hard to ensure
that the country scaled

greater heights.
Puducherry Chief

Minister N Rangasamy
said the celebration of the
76th Independence Day
would kindle the people,
particularly the youth, the
feeling of patriotism. “The
nation has emerged as a
big democracy and the
unity of the people is a
laudable hallmark which
enables the country to go
ahead. The Independence
Day is an occasion to reit-
erate the unity of the peo-
ple,” he said.

Speaker of the territori-
al Assembly R Selvam,
Home Minister of
Puducherry A

Namassivayam, Transport
Minister Chandra
Priyanka, Civil Supplies
Minister Sai Saravanan
Kumar, PWD Minister K
Lakshminarayanan and
Agriculture Minister C
Djeacoumar, AIADMK
leaders A Anbalagan and
Om Sakthi Segar, and for-
mer Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy were
among those who high-
lighted the importance of
independence in their
messages.

Chief Minister would
unfurl the tricolour tomor-
row (Monday) here to
mark the celebration of in-
dependence.
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Stabbed 
Ballia: A man alleged-
ly stabbed a woman to
death and injured her
two relatives here, po-
lice said on Sunday.
They said the accused
surrendered before the
police after the inci-
dent on Saturday
night. Superintendent
of Police Raj Karan
Nayyar said the man,
identified as Dilshad of
Baheri locality in the
Ballia Sadar Kotwali
area, barged into the
house of his neighbour
Armana (27) and killed
her after stabbing her
with a sharp weapon.

Honoured 
New Delhi: Two offi-
cials of the Delhi Fire
Service have been
awarded the medal for
meritorious service
by the central govern-
ment on the occasion
of 76th Independence
Day, officials said on
Sunday.

District Special Weapons
and Tactics Team (D-
SWAT) and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) team during
a flag march amid con-
troversy over the disput-
ed Idgah Maidan, on the
eve of 76th
Independence Day, at
Chamrajpet area in
Bengaluru, Sunday. 

Tamilisai Soundararajan

Forest officials wait for report of first-ever
snow leopard survey in Arunachal

Itanagar, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Forest officials of Arunachal
Pradesh are eagerly waiting
for the report of the maiden
snow leopard enumeration in
the state which is to be re-
leased in October this year.

The estimation of snow
leopards is being conducted
in the North eastern state for
the first time with technical
support from World Wildlife
Fund for Nature (WWF),
India, a senior officer said.

The assessment for the
presence of the elusive
species, which started in
June last year, was done in 11
forest divisions located in
high altitude and snowfall
areas, Deputy Conservator of
Forest (Wildlife) Millo Tassar
said. The WWF-India is doing
the data analysis of the sur-
vey, which has already been
completed and the report is

likely to be published on
October 23 this year, to mark
the International Snow
Leopard Day.

We are all looking forward
to the report, he said.

Over 200 persons involving
state forest department offi-
cials and field staff besides
experts from WWF-India
were engaged in the estima-
tion exercise which took five
months, the senior forest offi-
cial said. The golden-eyed an-
imal having thick fur, padded
paws, and a long tail lives in
the mountainous regions of
central and southern Asia. In
India, the geographical range
of the wild cat species covers
a large part of the western
Himalayas, including
Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and
Arunachal Pradesh in the
eastern Himalayas.

Independence Day- Golden Chapter in the history of India
1 5 th August 1947  is

the golden chapter in
the history of India. After
hundreds of years of
slavery, the  rays of the
sun, the chirping of birds
and the sound of nectar
flowing rivers on the
morning of August 15,
1947, brought a new mes-
sage to the country. In
place of the British Black
Flag at the Red Fort, the
proud Tricolor flag of
India  symbolizing
courage, sacrifice, in-
tegrity, purity of thought,
prosperity, progress and
dynamism was hoisted.
The whole country was
flowing in the flow of
happiness. On that day
we were called free citi-
zens of a free country. To
keep this Independence
Day memorable and im-
mortal, we celebrate this
holy day of 15th August

every year as a national
festival.

Slavery is a heinous
curse that drains the
blood and energy of any
nation. When we turn the
pages of the history of
the subjugated India, the
stories of innumerable
sacrifices, the heroic tales
of immortal martyrs,
being seen in our minds
like a news-reel. In 1600,
the East India Company
came to India just for the
purpose of doing busi-
ness. At that time the fate
of our country went in
the opposite direction.
The Battle of Plassey in
1757 was the go by of the
history of our good for-
tune. Our freedom had
come to an end. After
being victorious in the
Battle of Palassey, the
British started all kinds
of efforts to establish

their dominance over
India. In 1858 exactly
after 100 years, by break-
ing the East India
Company, the British gov-
ernment established its
direct rule over India.
Since then the story of
our sufferings, sorrows
and torments has been
increasing day by night
at a quadruple speed.
Many black laws were im-
posed on us. Huge
amount of money was
collected from us in the
form of ‘tax’ for
Britishers. When we
raised our voice of
protest, the British gov-
ernment suppressed it
with great rigor and cru-
elty. They destroyed our
every effort to be inde-
pendent. Our leaders,
youths, young women,
children were either put
to death or kept in the

prisons of the British
government and were
subjected to many types
of cruelty torture. Still,
our brave freedom fight-
ers did not bow down.

This year our entire
country is celebrating 75
years of independence in
the form of Amrit
Mahotsav with full zeal
and enthusiasm. On the
auspicious occasion of
this 76th Independence
Day, it is sacred to put the
tricolor at every house
from August 13 to August
15, 2022  in every corner,
street, neighborhood, vil-
lages, towns and cities of
the country under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Abhiyan’ of the
Government of India.
The purpose of this cam-
paign is to awaken the
feeling of patriotism in
every person of the coun-

try along with the respect
for  heroes of freedom,
importance of the unity
of the country, integrity,
brotherhood and also re-
spect for the hard work-
ers who have made an in-
comparable contribution
to keep the country on
the path of progress.
Since independence, our
country has been contin-
uously on the path of de-
velopment in various
fields like economic, sci-
ence, information and
technology, medical sci-
ence, agricultural sector,
transport, art and cul-
ture, sports and military
power etc. Now our coun-
try has joined in the list
of leading countries of
the world today.

Sunil Kumar

D.I.G., CRPF

Central Sector

Lucknow (UP)
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Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Aug 14: On occa-
sion of 75th year of
Independence, a full-dress
rehearsal for the
Independence Day parade
was held at Ramanuj mini
stadium in Koriya here on
Saturday and it was in-
spected by the Collector
Kuldeep Sharma and SP
Trilok Bansal.

The chief guest in this re-
hearsal Collector Chandan
Kumar also took salute of
the parade and hoisted the
national flag. In the final re-
hearsal, the arrival of the
chief guest, welcome, flag
hoisting, salute of the pa-

rade, march-past, introduc-
tion by the chief guest with
Parade commanders, prize
distribution and others
were rehearsed. It is no-
table here that
Parliamentary Secretary
Parasnath Rajwade will be

the chief guest in the main
programme to be organised
at District Hq's
Baikunthpur and hoist the
national flag.

Collector conducted in-
spection of the rehearsal
and after this provided nec-
essary guidance to the con-
cerned officers for colour-
ful presentation. On this oc-
casion CEO district
Panchayat Kunal Dudawat,
Upper Collector Sukhnath
Ahirwar and officers and
employees from other de-
partments were present.

Final dress-rehearsal of I-Day held
p Collector, SP 

conducts inspection

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Aug 14: The
members of Radha
Swamy Satsang Sansthan
(RSSS) Bhaisbod are lay-
ing foundation for con-
struction of boundary
wall of new Primary
School by encroaching
upon the nazul land and it

is illegal. Mineshwari
Dilip Sahu Sarpanch

Gram Panchayat
Bhaisbod in-
formed that the
members of
RSSS even after
being explained
many times are
not accepting
their words and
have started the
excavation work
for laying of
foundation for

construction of boundary
wall of the school.

RSSS has started work of boundary
wall without permission

p Encroaching upon
nazul land 

Raksha Bandhan cele-
brated with fervour

KKaattggii,,  AAuugg  1144::  One of the holy
festivals of Hindus, the festival
of Rakshabandhan a symbol of
the sacred relationship of broth-
er and sister was celebrated
here with much hapiness.  As
sisters tied raksha sutras to
their brothers hands, they were
given gifts and oath of protec-
tion in return. All the villages of
the region Katgi, Sarvani,
Kalmidih, Khaira, Jhabdi ,
Madkda, Baijnath, Hasuwa,
Dhamalpur, Nawapara, Amodi,
Deradih, Rampur, Kot, Tiprunga,
Manakoni, Giroudpuri, Madwa,
Matia, Tendubhata, etc. cele-
brated the festival peacefully.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 14: It is
amidst sheer negligence on
part of the railway officials
that the residents passing
from the main road at
Railway Chowk is making
them face small or major acci-
dent on daily basis. The main
road from Station Chowk to
Railway Station, Nagar
Palika, Gole bazar and going

upto Railway Colony has got
a big hole in the middle of the
road and due to which it is
posing lots of problems for
the residents in that region. It
is for long, even after com-
plaint, the railway authori-
ties of Dongargaon area have
not taken it seriously and did
not carried out any repair
work till date and it is leading
to small or big accidents on
daily basis.

Residents facing 
problems due to big pit
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ACROSS

1. Mexican snack

5. Get up

10. Pillow cover

14. Eons

15. Hebrew feast

16. Roberto’s house

17. Soothe

18. Attractive in a snapshot

20. Dieter’s unit

22. Ice-cream dish

23. Carrying weapons

26. Luau necklace

27. Skin abrasion

31. Stumble

33. Major network

36. Airborne

37. Stagger

38. Snare

39. Greek letter

40. Wild

41. Soothe

42. Dragon’s home

43. Predicament

44. “The Godfather” organization

45. Certain dashes

46. Vocalist ____ Turner

47. Annoy

48. That female

50. Ice pellets

52. Expresses scorn

55. Make like new

60. Ritual

63. October gem

64. In the center of

65. ____ of humor

66. Playwright ____ Simon

67. Negatives

68. Proprietor

69. Finales

DOWN

1. Powder mineral

2. Mexican water

3. Prison room

4. Norwegian capital

5. Be ambitious

6. Tailor again

7. Bride’s response (2 wds.)

8. Harden

9. Greek Cupid

10. Spectacle

11. Manual skill

12. Korea’s continent

13. Defense spray

19. Big swallow

21. Completely absorbed

24. Perpetual

25. Deep fear

27. Costly fur
28. Immaculate
29. Cooking device
30. Distant
32. Not well
34. Count ____ of jazz
35. Harpoon
37. Bridle straps
38. English beverages
40. “X-Files” org.
44. Citi Field players
46. Semester
47. Kitchen gadget
49. Listens to
51. Wipe away
52. Read a bar code
53. Disney fish
54. Average (hyph.)
56. Hue
57. Store sign
58. Sudden attack
59. Building wings
61. Freshly made
62. Rural hotel
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Dare to be different, Aquarius. It’s easy to

fall into routines - sleep and eat at the same

time, wear the same style, and do your work

the same way every day. Before you know it,

you’re in a rut. The only way to pull out of it

is to decide to break free. Try a new hair-

style. Wear colors that are new for you. If

the rut is really deep, consider a new career.

Expand your horizons.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

If your lifestyle is very different from oth-
ers, resist feeling self-conscious about it
today, Pisces. Remember that you chose
your life for specific reasons. Even if you’re
considering a change, there’s no need to
feel ashamed or embarrassed about where
you are now. Everyone has to make his or
her own way. If it conforms to the norm,
that’s fine. If it doesn’t, that’s fine, too.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Enhanced determination could motivate you

today, Aries, giving you the zip to plow through

your work. Finish projects that have been

pending and think about what you want to

tackle next. Don’t hesitate to do something

that feels complicated or big. You’ll probably

be able to handle anything, and it will feel

great when you’re done. Making the most of

any opportunity. Enjoy your day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Are you feeling the effects of today’s low-

key planetary aspects, Taurus? Take heart -

it’s only temporary. Do your best to take

things one step at a time and make some

plans for a little fun this evening. Get togeth-

er with friends, if possible, or watch a movie.

Help yourself feel better by staying busy and

focused, followed by recreation. Before you

know it, you’ll be feeling much more upbeat.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Make some plans for recreation, Gemini.
Having something fun to look forward to
can make even the toughest times far eas-
ier to handle. You’ll be amazed at how
much you can manage when there’s an
end in sight. Your whole attitude lightens,
so take the bull by the horns and create
your own incentives. Do something spe-
cial to reward yourself for the hard work
you do every day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don’t judge someone just because his or
her lifestyle differs from what you consid-
er normal, Cancer. You may be traditional,
but not everyone shares your view of rela-
tionships, work, or lifestyle. While this
may seem hard to understand and even
frightening to you, try not to be too hard
on others. You’ll be better off using that
energy to keep your own life on track.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Friends seeking advice or a shoulder to
cry on may be plentiful today, Leo. And
you’re one of best people to provide the
support and caring they need. Just don’t
give so much to others that you have
nothing left for yourself. True friendship
is about sharing problems. Getting run-
down will leave you in a place where you
aren’t much help to anyone.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Getting through any work you have to do

shouldn’t be a problem for you today, Virgo.

Even if you flag for a bit, you’re likely to get a

second wind, and this will give you the drive

and determination to see your projects to

completion. Make plans for some fun after

you’re done, such as getting together with

friends, if possible, or taking in an event that

really intrigues you. You deserve it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Working within boundaries and restrictions

could get to you today, Libra. Yours is an

independent spirit, and your best achieve-

ments are often born of doing things your

own way. Like it or not, we all have to follow

rules. Finish what needs to be done.

Afterward, you may find more freedom to

act independently without consequences.

Exercise patience and diligence as needed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Chances are that you’ll feel upbeat and pos-

itive today. Share this energy with others

who feel less than content. Your attitude

can have a profound effect on friends, part-

ners, spouse, and children. Neighbors and

extended family can pick up on your spirit

without you even realizing it. If someone is

hurt or angry, be encouraging. Everything

will eventually work out.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don’t discount your excellent resource-
fulness, Sagittarius. If you haven’t got
everything you need or all of the infor-
mation required, take some time to
think. Who do you know? What
resources can you access? Who might
know where you can find what you
need? Rather than panic because the
pieces aren’t all there yet, make a list of
contacts and go for it. Trust in yourself.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Try not to let the blues get you down,
Capricorn. While it’s true some days can
seem to drag, the busier you stay, the
faster time will pass. Get down to finish-
ing any work still pending and make plans
for an evening out. If there’s a light at the
end of the tunnel, not only will things
seem to speed up, but you’ll also feel bet-
ter knowing you’re almost done.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘DID Super Moms’
The dance reality show judged by Remo D'Souza, Bhagyashree
Dassani, and Urmila Matondkar will have some special perform-
ances on patriotic songs like 'Des Mere Des' from 2002 film 'The
Legend of Bhagat Singh'. Furthermore, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav Urmila and Bhagyashree will be making a beautiful
rangoli on the sets of 'DID Super Moms'. 'DID Super Moms' airs
on Saturday and Sunday at 9 pm on Zee TV.

‘Yeh Dil Mannge More’
Well if you are looking for a show which blends the emotion of
bravery, love for the country and romance then Ektaa R
Kapoor's new series 'Yeh Dil Mannge More' can be a good
option. It is about the life and families of the soldiers who fight
at the borders to protect our nation from external forces. The
show brings out the flavour of patriotism and it features Akshay
Mhatre as Major and Twinkle Patel as an Army doctor in the
lead. The story will revolve around the both and how they fall in
love with each other. 'Yeh Dil Mannge More' is starting from

August 15 at 8 pm on DD National.

‘Superstar Singer 2’
To match up with the flavour of patriotism on this 75th
Independence day, the singing reality show will bring an
'Independence Day Special' episode in which judges, captains
and contestants will be giving tribute to the nation with the ren-
dition of some beautiful patriotic songs. In fact there will be
honourable personalities from the Indian defence forces and

their families who will be sharing some stories from their lives.
Judged by Javed Ali, Alka Yagnik, Himesh Reshammiya and host-
ed by Aditya Narayan, the singing reality show airs every week-
end at 8 pm on Sony Entertainment Television.

‘Mighty Little Bheem: I Love Taj Mahal’
This animated special is best for the kids and those who are
thinking of enjoying the flavour of patriotism in a much lighter
way. This series follows the adventures of Bheem, as he visits
one of the seven wonders of the world, Taj Mahal, with his fam-
ily and makes a new friend. He helps her in finding her lost

teddy bear. The series explores the diversity of our country
through animation and music. Directed by Rajiv Chilaka, the
series is streaming on Netflix.

‘Rocket Boys’
Another series that the view-
ers can watch out for this
Independence day is 'Rocket
Boys' which spans three
decades (1940-60) in the his-
tory of our country. It is the
story of three scientists: Dr
Homi J. Bhabha, the architect
of India's Nuclear Programme,
Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, univer-
sally acknowledged as the
Father of the Indian Space
Programme and Dr. A.P.J
Abdul Kalam, the pioneer of
modern Indian aerospace and
nuclear technology. Directed
by Abhay Pannu, the series features Jim Sarbh and Ishwak
Singh along with Regina Cassandra. It is available on Sony liv.

‘Women Fighter Pilots’
This is a story of women empowerment and strength. A two-
part series that showcases the story of three women fighter
pilots- Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh.
They became the first women fighter pilots of India and set a
milestone. It streams on discovery+.

‘Code M’

The second season of the thriller drama 'Code M' is one of the
series that syncs well with the mood of patriotism and brings
out the colours of Independence. Jennifer Winget is seen repris-
ing her role of Major Monica. The series focuses on corruption
at various levels in the system. So, it touches on a very relevant
topic that makes it a must watch. Alongside Jennifer, Tanuj
Virwani and Swanand Kirkire will also be seen returning to
'Code M - Season 2' in key roles. Helmed by Akshay Choubey,
'Code M - Season 2' is all set to stream on ALT Balaji after
releasing on Voot.

LISTEN
‘Boots Belts Berets’

Apart from watching TV and OTT shows, you can also listen to
this audio show written by Tanushree Podder and narrated by
Abhishek Banerjee. It is a story of youth getting trained at
National Defence Academy and their life full of adventure,
ambition and tough challenges. You can listen to it on Audible.

‘Commander Karan Saxena’
Based on author Amit Khan's 'Commander Karan Saxena' novel
series, this audio show features Bollywood star Sonu Sood in
and as Commander Karan Saxena. Directed by Mantra Mugdh,
this is a story of a secret agent who is fighting with the enemies
of the nation. Swaroopa Ghosh, Raj Zutshi, Joy Fernandes, Kabir
Sadanand, Micky Makhija, Ashwin Mushran, Shahnawaz
Pradhan, Sanjeev Jotangia, Mir Sarwar, Sanket Mhatre, Rajesh
Kava, Pooja Punjabi, Rasika Agashe, Aseem Hattangady, Trishna
Mukherjee, Dhanveer Singh and others are also part of it. It is
launching on August 15 on Spotify.

‘Yoddha Season 2’
Created and narrated by Neelesh Misra, this 20-episode series
takes the listeners through the lives of the Indian Army, Navy,
Air Force, Police Force and how they fought bravely against all
odds for our country and people. The stories are based on real-
life defense personnel.

I-Day special: From TV serials and web series
to audio shows, here's all that you can watch

A
s India prepares to celebrate 75 years of its Independence, audiences are
naturally enthusiastic about celebrating the occasion. What better way

to go about doing this than watching and listening to one's favourite shows,
webseries and audiobooks with family and friends. Here is a list of TV
shows, web series and audio shows that you can enjoy on this Independence
Day 'Swaraj-Bharat Ke Swatantrata Sangram Ki Samagra Gatha'. The 75-
episode series is about the history of India's freedom struggle and lesser
known stories about Indian history from the year 1498 when Vaasco da
Gama first reached India to 1947 when the country attained Independence.

The show is starting from August 14 at 9 pm on DD National.

K
areena Kapoor Khan's over-the-top Poo
from 'Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham' is one

of the most memorable and loved roles from
the actress's career. The Bollywood diva her-
self finds it unbelievable that even after 21
years of the film's release the character is still
relevant amongst all age-groups. Kareena's
character Poo is not only known for her taste
in fashion but also one liners such as "Kaun
hai yeh jisne dobara mudke mujhe nahi
dekha", 'P.H.A.T - Pretty, Hot And Tempting'
and "Tumhe koi haq nahi banta ki tum itni
khoobsurat lago. Not fair" among many oth-
ers. Asked if she feels that Poo deserves a
movie to herself, Kareena, in conversation
with IANS, said: "Oh God! Like I think now
this character is so relevant with this genera-
tion more than it was then."

Kareena talks about what makes the char-
acter, which comes from Chandni Chowk in
New Delhi and then moves to London with her
sister essayed by Kajol and brother-in-law
played by Shah Rukh Khan, have such a mas-
sive fan following. "I think for the way she is,
the way she talks, the kind of millennial Gen-
Z kinda words that she uses connect some-
how." The 41-year-old actress added: "So, I
think it is because of that more than anything
else. Let's see a film someday, who knows."
Kareena's latest release is 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' starring Aamir Khan. The film is an
adaptation of Tom Hanks' iconic movie 'Forest
Gump'. It also stars Mona Singh and Naga
Chaitanya.

Kareena
opens up
on her
iconic
character
Poo, and
having her
own
movie

Anupama ties Rakhi
to Akshay Kumar 

TT his Sunday on 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar', witness Rupali

Ganguly, aka 'Anupama', as she
ties a 'Rakhi' on ‘Khiladiyon ke
Khiladi’ Akshay Kumar. Star Plus is
gearing up for the celebration of
Raksha Bandhan with Akshay
Kumar gracing the show with the
team of his latest film of the same
name. Rupali Ganguly, who plays
the iconic and titular role of
'Anupama', will be seen tying a
'Rakhi' on Mr. Khiladi, Akshay
Kumar himself. They have known
each other for a long time, and
'Ravivaar with Star Parivaar' gave
them a chance to reconnect again
with a special occasion such as the
celebration of 'Raksha Bandhan'.
The brotherly bond gets rekindled
after years as Rupali Ganguly talks
about her first meeting with
Akshay Kumar and more. Rupali
Ganguly on tying 'Rakhi' to Akshay
Kumar, "Akshay and me go way
back. He is my Rakhi-brother. We
lost touch for a while when he
became such a big personality. It
gets a bit awkward after a while. It
was back in 1992 when I started

tying 'Rakhi' to him, and in 2022 I
got to see him again and tie anoth-
er 'Rakhi' all thanks to Star Plus
and 'Ravivaar with Star Parivaar'!"
There are many great things
awaiting fans of 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar' on this week's
Bollywood special episode. The
decades of 80s and 90s will com-
pete against each other to win the
grand prize, while showing great
sportsmanship amidst 'Khiladi No.
1', Akshay Kumar. We are curious
to see Rupali Ganguly and Akshay
Kumar's 'Rakhi' bond on our tele-
vision screens.
TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree  aabboouutt
''RRaavviivvaaaarr  wwiitthh  SSttaarr  PPaarriivvaaaarr''
eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88  PPMM,,  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr
PPlluuss!!
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Bengaluru, Aug 14 (PTI):

Seasoned striker Sunil
Chhetri on Sunday ad-
vised fellow players to con-
tinue giving their best on
the pitch and not worry
about FIFA’s threat of sus-
pension on Indian football.

Earlier this month,
world football governing
body FIFA had threatened
to suspend the AIFF and
strip off its right to host
the women’s U-17 World
Cup in October due to a
third party “influence”,
the warning coming just
days after the Supreme
Court’s directive to hold
elections of the national
federation. The SC-ap-
pointed Committee of
Administrators (CoA) has
since, though, started the
electoral process. The elec-
tions are slated for August
28. “I’ve spoken to the boys
and my advice is to not
give it too much attention
because it is out of your
control,” Chhetri said dur-
ing a virtual media inter-
action organised by his
club Bengaluru FC in the
build-up to the new sea-
son. “People who are in-
volved are doing their best
to make sure that we are
going to come out with the

best results possible.
“Everyone is working
hard towards it. As far as
players are concerned we
are going to make sure
that we do our work prop-
erly. “We have to make
sure you better yourself as
a player. Whenever you get
an opportunity to repre-

sent your club or your
country, put your best foot
forward. “All other verti-
cals in the AIFF are trying
to fix as much as possible
to make sure that they
come out with flying
colours,” he said. India is
to host the FIFA women’s
U-17 World Cup from

October 11-30 and the
Union Cabinet last month
approved the Signing of
Guarantees for hosting the
women’s age group show-
piece in Bhubaneswar,
Goa and Mumbai.

The Durand Cup will
kick off the season in
Kolkata on August 16 and
Bengaluru FC will take on
Jamshedpur FC on the
second day of the tourna-
ment.

Having won every major
national title since the
team came into existence
in 2013, the Blues will be
desperate to add the miss-
ing Durand Cup to their
trophy cabinet.

For Chhetri too, it’s
“very, very special” as he
also has not won the oldest
football competition in
Asia, whose 131st edition
will be held this year.

“It’s very, very special. It
is one of the oldest tourna-
ments which in itself is
very big. But more so for
me. As a club we have not
won and individually I’ve
not won the Durand Cup.

“I’ve been fortunate to
win a lot of tournaments,
almost all the tourna-
ments that one can in
India, and the Durand Cup
is missing.

Don’t pay too much attention: Chhetri
tells players on FIFA ban threat

Milan, Aug 14 (AP):

It took Romelu Lukaku
just 82 seconds to mark his
return to Inter Milan with
a goal. But it was Denzel
Dumfries who decided the
game with a stoppage-time
winner to see Inter snatch
a 2-1 victory at newly-pro-
moted Lecce on Saturday,
just as the Nerazzurri ap-
peared to be heading for a
surprise draw.

“It’s a victory that we
wanted with our hearts,
the team believed right
until the end,” Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

“Objectively though, a
team like ours should have
finished it off earlier, espe-
cially as we scored in the
first minute.

“We had a great spirit
but we have to analyze
why we were reduced to
wining at the last second.”

AC Milan also got off to
a winning start as it
opened its defense of the
league title with a 4-2 tru-
imph over Udinese albeit
with the help of a contro-
versial penalty.

Inter brought back
Lukaku on loan this off-
season, a year after he left
to join Chelsea shortly
after firing the Nerazzurri
to the Serie A title.

Coincidentally, Lukaku
kicked off his second stint
at Inter at the same team
he faced on his first debut
when he scored in a 4-0
win three years ago.

And it took the Belgium
forward less than two min-
utes to reopen his Inter ac-
count. Federico Dimarco
floated in a cross from the
left and Matteo Darmian

nodded it back across goal
for Lukaku to head in
from close range.

Unlike in Lukaku’s first
debut, however, there was
to be no capitulation from
Lecce. And the home side
levelled shortly after the
break when Federico Di
Francesco fed Assan
Ceesay for an angled drive
into the far bottom corner.

Lecce almost took a sur-
prise lead on the hour
mark but Inter goalkeeper
Samir Handanovic did
well to parry Kristijan
Bistrovic’s fierce free kick.

It was all Inter after that,
though. Dumfries saw a
header come off the post,
while Lukaku had a goal
ruled out for a foul in the
buildup.

Lukaku swiftly opens Inter
account in 2-1 win at Lecce

Inter Milan’s Belgian forward Romelu Lukaku (R) challenges Lecce’s French defender
Valentin Gendrey during the Italian Serie A football match between Lecce and Inter
at the Via del Mare Ettore-Giardiniero stadium in Lecce.

Toronto, Aug 14 (AP):

Two-time champion
Simona Halep of
Romania advanced to the
National Bank Open’s
final, beating Jessica
Pegula of the United
States 2-6 6-3 6-4.

Halep will face Brazil’s
Beatriz Haddad Maia, a 6-
4 7-6 (7) winner over 14th-
seeded Karolina Pliskova
of the Czech Republic in
the night semifinal.

Halep smashed a racket
on the hard court at
Sobeys Stadium after she
missed a return late in the
third set. “The fire is
back,” Halep said.

“It’s a good sign if I do
that. It looks like I’m fight-
ing. It helps me some-
times. I don’t know if it’s
always good or not, but it
helps me.” The 15th-seed-
ed Halep won the tourna-
ment in Montreal in 2016
and 2018. Pegula was seed-
ed seventh.

Haddad Maia reached
her first WTA Masters
event final. In June, she
won consecutive grass-

court events in
Nottingham and
Birmingham in England
for her first two tour ti-
tles. “I just try to breathe

a little bit more. I try to
calm down and think
about what I need to do
and not what I’m experi-
encing,” Haddad Maia

said. “I try to play every
point and think about the
next shot. She beat top-
ranked Iga Swiatek in the
round of 16.

“I don’t think about,
Oh, I’m here playing
against No. 1 in the world
in a big stage in a 1000
WTA,’ because otherwise
I wouldn’t be able to play,”
Haddad Maia said

Halep won the
Melbourne Summer Set 1
to open the season for her
23rd title, and first since
since 2020. She began
working with coach
Patrick Mouratoglou in
April and said he has
rekindled her passion for
tennis, pointing to train-
ing sessions at his tennis
school in the French
Riviera. “The person next
to us, Patrick, he brought
it,” said Halep, gesturing
toward Mouratoglou.
“The vibe from the acade-
my gave me the energy. To
see all those kids fighting
every day to touch the
dream that they have. I
felt that I still can do it. I
still have it inside my-
self.”

2-time champ Simona Halep
advances to Toronto final

Paris, Aug 14 (AP):

Neymar and Paris
Saint-Germain’s high-
powered attack put on an-
other impressive display
in a 5-2 win over
Montpellier in the French
league as Kylian Mbappe
opened his account but
missed a penalty in his re-
turn from a groin injury.

Neymar scored twice on
Saturday to take his tally
to three goals in two
league games for the de-
fending champion on a
night when Lionel Messi
was held scoreless.

The Brazil striker was
also PSG’s best player in
preseason friendlies as he
looks to find his peak form
for the World Cup in
Qatar, which starts in
November.

PSG also netted five
goals in its league opener
and Montpellier opted for
a low defensive block to
deny space for the hosts.

But the pressure was
too much for center back
Falaye Sacko, who divert-
ed Mbappe’s off-target
shot into his own net in
the 39th minute. Sacko

then handled the ball in
the 42nd when Lionel
Messi juggled the ball on a
dribbling run. Neymar
wrongfooted Jonas Omlin
to convert the subsequent
penalty for a 2-0 lead.

PSG capitalized on an-
other blunder to add a
third goal in the 51st.
Mbappe blocked Omlin’s
pass and found Achraf
Hakimi, whose deflected
cross was headed home by
Neymar. Far from his best

level, Mbappe still found
the net with a flick from a
corner in the 69th.

“(Mbappe) is a competi-
tor, he wants to be good,
and he wants to be good
quickly,” PSG coach
Christophe Galtier told
Canal Plus.

“He needs a bit of time
to be 100 percent fit. He
will make even more dif-
ference when he will be
100 percent fit.” In his PSG
debut, Portugal midfielder

Renato Sanches rounded
off the scoring with a
first-time effort in the
88th.

Omlin pulled off some
outstanding saves to frus-
trate PSG for more than 30
minutes. The Swiss goal-
keeper saved a penalty
from Mbappe in the 23rd
after Jordan Ferri had
handled the ball. He then
turned around the post a
curling free kick from
Messi in the 26th.

Neymar nets 2 as PSG beats
Montpellier 5-2 in French league

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI):

Indian athletes ex-
pressed their elation at
being honoured by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for their superlative show-
ing at Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
with Nikhat Zareen gifting
him her boxing gloves and
sprinter Hima Das giving
the traditional Assamese
gamocha.

Modi, on Saturday, host-
ed the Indian contingent at
his residence to felicitate
the players. The Indian

athletes produced a sensa-
tional show in
Birmingham, claiming 61
medals, including 22 gold,
16 silver and 23 bronze.

“Honoured to gift the
boxing gloves signed by all
the pugilists to our hon-
ourable Prime Minister
@narendramodi sir.
Thank you for this amaz-
ing opportunity. A great
day spent with my fellow
athletes who have made
the country proud,”
Nikhat tweeted. The star
boxer, world champi-
onship gold medallist, won

the yellow metal in her
weight category at the
Games. Hima wrote on her
Twitter handle, “Elated to
receive blessings from our
honourable Prime
Minister - Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji, by virtue of
Commonwealth Games
2022. Fortunate to have
presented him with our
traditional gamcha,
wrapped with immense
gratitude from all of
Assam.” Champion
weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu, who won the gold
medal without breaking a

sweat, a year after her his-
toric silver at the Tokyo
Olympics, thanked the PM
for his words of encour-
agement. “Honoured to
meet & interact with our
Honourable Prime
Minister @narendramodi

Sir. Thank you so much
sir for all your support &
encouragement. Jai
Hind,” Chanu said.

The golden period of
Indian sports is knocking
on the door, said the prime
minister as he hailed the
fine show of the Indian
contingent.

“Thank You Sir for spar-
ing your valuable time and
inviting us over to your
residence. It was like al-
ways a delight to speak
with you,” wrote shuttler
Chirag Shetty on the mi-
croblogging site.

His young badminton
colleague Lakshya Sen,
who won the men’s singles
title in spectacular fash-
ion, too expressed his grat-
itude at being honoured by
the PM. “What a great day
for all the Athletes #grati-
tude. Thank you so much
Sir for appreciating our
hard work and for your
words of encouragement.
We are all very grateful for
your support.

Nikhat gifts PM Modi boxing gloves

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  1144  ((PPTTII)):: India’s
star shuttler P V Sindhu on
Saturday pulled out of the
upcoming BWF World
Championships owing to a stress
fracture on her left foot. In a
statement which she shared on
Twitter, the double Olympic
medallist confirmed that she will
be missing the 2022 World
Championships. Sindhu has won
the World Championships gold
in 2019, along with two silver
medals and two bronze. “While I
am on the high of winning a gold
medal at the CWG for India.
Unfortunately, I have to pull out
of the world championships. I
felt pain and there was an injury
scare at the quarter-finals of the
CWG, but with the help of my
coach, physio and trainer, I

decided to push as far as I
could,” Sindhu said in the state-
ment. “The pain was unbearable
during and post the finals.
Hence I rushed for an MRI as
soon as I got back to Hyderabad.
The doctors confirmed a stress
fracture on my left foot and rec-
ommended rest for a few weeks.
I should be back to training in a
few weeks. Thank you all for
your support and love,” she
added. The World
Championships will be held in
Tokyo from August 21 till August
28. Sindhu has won the gold
medal in the women’s singles
event at the recently-concluded
Commonwealth Games and
revealed that she had been play-
ing through pain at the multi-
sport extravaganza.

Sindhu pulls out of 
World Championships owing

to stress fracture

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI):

Vinesh Phogat said she
nearly quit wrestling after
failing a second time to
win a medal at the
Olympics in Tokyo before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s pep talk rejuvenat-
ed her to continue.

While a knee injury in
the quarterfinals dashed
her hopes in 2016 Rio
Olympics, Vinesh again
crashed out in the last
eight stage in Tokyo, de-
spite entering her weight
category as the world No.1.

Vinesh admitted that
the two disappointments
pushed her to the brink of
quitting wrestling, long
before she reinvented her-

self with a gold medal at
the just-concluded
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

“Definitely, you can say
that (Vinesh 2.0 reloaded).
I have managed to cross a
big mental barrier. I al-
most gave up wrestling be-
cause in two Olympics I
couldn’t win a medal.
Olympics is the biggest
stage for an athlete. But
my family always backed
me, they always trust in
my abilities,” the star
wrestler told PTI.

“When I was low, I met
Modi ji (Narendra Modi)
and he gave me motiva-
tion. He said ‘we trust you
and you can do it’. That
reignited the spark in me.”

I almost decided to quit wrestling
after Tokyo, says Vinesh



IIT alumni donate Rs 3 cr for
enhancing research capabilities
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

The class of 1978 from
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
has donated Rs 3 crore to
their alma mater for en-
hancing research capabili-
ties, officials said. The
funding will be utilised to
create "Prakash
Endowment" in memory
of Prakash Krishna-
swamy, from the 1978
batch of the institute who
later went to the Kansas
State University in the
United States of America
(USA).

The Prakash
Endowment will award
the "Prakash Externship"
that would fund young fac-
ulty members from IIT
Madras to pursue research
in the best laboratories
across the world for a few
months. According to
Mahesh Panchagnula,
Dean (Alumni and
Corporate Relations), IIT
Madras, said, the class of
1978 has been engaged
with IIT Madras for a long
time. "We are grateful for
this latest contribution
that shows their love for
their alma mater," he said.

‘World looks towards India 
for managing diversity’

Mumbai, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on
Sunday said the whole
world looks towards India
for managing diversity.
Speaking at a function on
'Bharat@2047: My Vision
My Action' in Nagpur city
of Maharashtra, Bhagwat
also said an "Akhand
Bharat" will happen when
people stop being scared.

"The world points at
India when it comes to
managing diversity effi-
ciently. The world is full of
contradictions but manag-
ing dualities will only
come from India, he said.
Bhagwat said there have
been many historical
events which were never
told to us nor taught in a

proper way. For instance,
the place where Sanskrit
grammar was born is not
in India. Did we ever ask a
question why? he said.

"It is chiefly because we
first forgot our own wis-
dom and knowledge and
later the land was con-
quered by foreign invaders
who mainly came from
north west region," he
said. We unnecessarily
gave importance to caste
and other similar struc-
tures," Bhagwat said.

The systems which were
formed for work were used
to create differences be-
tween people and commu-
nities, he said. We do have
small differences in lan-
guage, dress, cultures, but
we need to have a mind
that will see the big pic-
ture and not get stuck into

these things, the RSS chief
said. "If we want Bharat to
become big, we should un-
derstand that all lan-
guages in the country are
national languages, people
from various castes are
mine, we need to have
such affection, he said. He
said "why should we be
afraid when we talk about

Akhand Bharat."
People wonder when

will it happen. "It will hap-
pen when we stop being
scared. What was there
will happen again. But we
will need to become that
Bharat and dream about
that Bharat," he said.
Bhagwat also emphasised
on knowing what is
Bharat.

He said Bharat gives the
entire world the mantra of
unity and non-violence. At
the same time, Bharat can
forgive and punish also.
The RSS chief further
said that in the modern
world, Germany became
powerful and Hitler was
born. When America be-
came powerful,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
(atomic bombings) hap-
pened.

"Now when China is get-
ting a little powerful, we
can see what is happening
across the world. But
when India is powerful, it
uses its powers to save the
world. India is the wor-
shipper of non-violence
and not a worshipper of
weakness," he said.

Speaking on the impor-
tance of the country's
Constitution and citizen
discipline, he said there is
a system and a
Constitution made by rep-
resentatives selected by
people. "The Constitution
should be followed proper-
ly. The Constitution is so
generous there is already a
system in it for amend-
ments. We all should faith-
fully obey the Constitution
and laws which have been
made," he said.
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RWAs urged to collect dishevelled flags
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

An apex body of resi-
dent welfare associations
in the national capital
has asked housing soci-
eties to collect dishev-
elled national flags and
store them with dignity.

The United Residents
Joint Action of Delhi
said that it has tied up
with an NGO named
Chintan to dispose the
Tiranga in an appropri-
ate, respectful way.

"As we hoist the
Tiranga from our homes,
we must also keep in
mind that this is no ordi-
nary flag. Many of our

flags will fade, tear, look
soiled or dishevelled and
their colours bleed over
time. Based on the Flag
Code of India, these
should not be displayed
anymore as respect to the
flag," it said.

Urging every RWA to
collect the used Tiranga,
it said that if possible, it
should be folded and
wrapped in paper or
cloth, and stored in a pile.

"When most of the
flags are thus collected in
the RWA office over a
month, then you may call
9205192511 from 9 am to 6
pm, Monday to Saturday,
for scheduling a pick up.

Chintan will fix a date
and a time slot, pick
these up free of cost and
share the information
with URJA," it added.

The flags will be finally
given to the MCD which
is already disposing off
the flags as per law.
"Alternatively, the RWA
may run a collection
drive and call Chintan
the next day, if there is no
storage space," it added.

The government had
launched a host of pro-
grammes, including 'Har
Ghar Tiranga', in the run
up to the 75th anniver-
sary of the independ-
ence.

TTeerrrroorr  mmoodduullee  bbuusstteedd  :: CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  AAuugg  1144  ((PPTTII))::  Ahead of Independence Day, the Punjab Police on
Sunday claimed to have busted a Pakistan ISI-backed terror module and arrested four persons. Police
said they were asked to strike before independence day to disturb peace and harmony in the country.

Nagpur, Aug 14 (PTI): 

People carrying a cot
with a patient on their
shoulders through muddy
paths and hilly terrains to
reach a hospital is a com-
mon sight in areas near
Gadchiroli in Maharashtra.

Of late, the primary
health centres (PHCs) in
Gadchiroli have been seeing
a number of patients being
brought from neighbouring
villages of Chhattisgarh.

Talking to PTI,
Gadchiroli's Bhamragadh
taluka health officer Dr
Milind Meshram claimed
that patients from

Chhattisgarh were coming
to Maharashtra because of
lack of proper medical facil-
ities in the neighbouring
state's villages located along
the border.

He said the PHCs and
hospitals in Gadchiroli re-
ceive 20 to 30 patients from
Chhattisgarh every month
and the number rises to 50
from July to December
when more cases of malaria
are reported.

Earlier this month, a
woman from a remote vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh suffer-
ing from malaria was
brought to a PHC in
Gadchiroli. The woman's

family members brought
her on a wooden cot carried
on their shoulders. The
PHC had sent an ambulance
for her to the spot where
road connectivity was avail-
able.

The woman was admitted
to Lahiri PHC with symp-
toms of malaria, bodyache
and paralysis of legs.

She was later shifted to
the Lok Biradri Prakalp
Hospital in Hemalkasa for
further treatment. But, her
condition started deterio-
rating and she died after a
few days.

Dr Meshram, who is
working as the medical offi-

cer in the region for last
eight years, said some of the
Chhattisgarh villages locat-
ed along the Maharashtra
border in a circumference
of 60 to 80 km lack health
services.

"In case of an emergency
and for other medical serv-
ices, the tribal villagers
from Mettawada and
Narayanpur in
Chhattisgarh prefer coming
to Gadchiroli for treat-
ment," he said. In the ab-
sence of proper road con-
nectivity and forest area,
they have to walk on foot for
a major part of the route to
reach the PHCs, he said.

Security 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In view of the
76th Independence Day
celebration on Monday,
security has been
stepped up across the
national capital with
more than 10,000 person-
nel manning the Red Fort
from where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will address the country.

Booked 
SShhaahhjjaahhaannppuurr:: An FIR has
been registered against six
persons, including a man
who allegedly hid his reli-
gious identity, for sexually
exploiting a woman for
about nine years, police
said on Sunday. Danish who
posed as a Hindu and iden-
tified himself as Avinash
made a friendship with the
30-year-old woman nine
years ago, Circle Officer
(City) Akhand Pratap Singh
told PTI.

Portfolios
MMuummbbaaii:: Five days after
the induction of 18 minis-
ters into his cabinet,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Sunday allocated port-
folios, keeping Urban
Development and 11
other ministries with him-
self, while giving the cru-
cial Home Department to
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis. Fadnavis will
also handle Finance and
Planning, another key
department, a statement
from the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO) said.
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BRIEF

A child gets the national flag
painted on his face on the
eve of Independence Day, 

at the India-Pakistan 
Attari-Wagah border post,

near Amritsar, Sunday.
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GREETINGSGREETINGS

Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

HHaappppyy  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  DDaayy

NoticeNotice
The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on Monday

15/08/2022 owing to

Independence Day.

Therefore next issue will

be published on

Wednesday, 

17th August 2022.

Management

Raipur, Aug 14: 

Several districts in
Chhattisgarh have re-
ceived heavy rainfall
since Saturday evening,
resulting in rise in water
level of rivers like
Mahanadi, Shivnath and
Indravati as well as flood-
ing of villages in low-
lying areas, officials said.

Balodabazar received
82.4 millimetres of rain-
fall, Dantewada 63.1 mm,
Mahasamund 65.2 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 65.1 mm,
Bastar 55.9 mm, Raigarh

52.7 mm, Narayanpur 47.4
mm, Bilapur 42.4 mm,
Raipur 36.6 mm and
Bijapur got 36.5mm be-
tween Saturday evening
and Sunday morning,
they said.

In Korba district, sever-
al roads have been cut off

due to heavy rainfall that
resulted in nullahs
(major drains) and
rivulets in Pali area over-
flowing, while Barsoor-
Chitrakot road in
Dantewada has been dis-
rupted as water was flow-
ing above the culvert on

Mandher rivulet, officials
informed. A total of
11,650 cusecs (cubic foot
per second) of water was
released this morning
from the Ravishankar
Sagar (Gangrel), the
largest dam in the state,
built on Mahanadi river
in Dhamtari district, an
official said.

"More than 120 people
have been evacuated to
safer places in the last 48
hours in rain-hit areas.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
and state police have been
deployed for relief and
rescue work," he said.

Meanwhile, the Raipur

Meteorological Centre, in
the afternoon, said
Bastar, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Kanker,
Gariaband, Dhamtari,
Bilaspur, Korba,
Mahasamund, Raipur,
Balodabazar and Sukma
would witness heavy
rainfall in the next 24
hours.

As per the state revenue
department, average rain-
fall of 814.9 mm has been
recorded in Chhattisgarh
till Saturday since June 1
this year. The highest rain-
fall of 1814.9 mm was
recorded in Bijapur dis-
trict while Surguja dis-
trict witnessed the lowest
average rainfall of 330.7
mm during this period.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

The finance ministry is
proposing to soon review
the exemption-free new
tax regime with a view to
making it more attractive
for individual income tax-
payers, sources said.

Eventually, sources said,
the government aims to es-
tablish a system where
there are no exemptions
and the complex old tax
regime with exemptions
and deductions is termi-
nated.

The Union Budget 2020-
21 introduced a new tax
regime. Taxpayers were
given the option to choose
between the old regime
with various deductions

and exemptions and the
new tax regime that of-
fered lower tax rates with-
out exemptions and deduc-
tions.

The intention behind
the move was to provide
significant relief to the in-
dividual taxpayers and to
simplify the income-tax
law.

Asked about the experi-
ence of the new tax
regime, sources said, there
are clear signs that people
who have finished their
home and education loans
are willing to shift to the
new tax regime as they
have no exemptions to
claim.

Sources further said
that lowering of taxes in
the new regime would
make the new tax regime
more attractive.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
senior BJP leaders on
Sunday paid homage to
those who lost their lives
during the Partition as the
Congress accused the rul-
ing party of using the
traumatic events as a "fod-
der" for its political bat-
tles.

On the 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day', BJP president J P
Nadda also led a silent
procession at Jantar
Mantar here and was

joined by several party
leaders, including Union
ministers Piyush Goyal
and Anurag Thakur.

In a tweet, PM Modi
said tributes to all those
who lost their lives during
the Partition, and ap-
plauded the resilience and
grit of those who suffered
during the tragedy.

He had announced last
year that August 14 will be
observed as 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day' in memory of the
struggles and sacrifices of
people.

Union Home Minister

Amit Shah said "inhu-
man" chapter of India's
history can never be for-
gotten.

The Congress, however,
alleged that the real intent
of PM Modi to mark
August 14 as 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day' is to use the traumat-
ic events as "fodder" for
his current political bat-
tles.

Congress general secre-
tary, communications,
Jairam Ramesh said the
tragedy of Partition can-
not be misused to fuel hate
and prejudice.

Raipur, Aug 14: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday said Veer
Savarkar had sown the
seed of Partition in 1925
and questioned the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
role in the freedom strug-
gle.

He also slammed the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh over its repeated ut-
terances on 'Akhand
Bharat' and asked why the
organisation was in-
dulging in "gorakh dhand-
ha' (unethical practice) of
misleading and dividing
people.

Responding to a query
on the BJP observing
'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day'
(Vibhajan Vibhishika
Divas) on Sunday and
blaming the Congress for
Partition, Baghel said,
"Savarkar had sowed the
seed of Partition in 1925. It
was Savarkar who gave
the two-nation theory
which was supported by

Mohammad Ali Jinnah in
1937." "They (BJP) are di-
visive. What role did they
play in the country's
Independence? In 1925, the
RSS and Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) were in
existence. See the state-
ments of their leaders
then.

Baghel said in 1942 (dur-
ing the Quit India move-
ment), they (RSS and HP)
said how the movement
can be suppressed.

"Syama Prasad
Mukherjee (founder of
Bharatiya Jan Sangh) had
written to the viceroy.
They didn't want the
British to leave the coun-
try. Even today they criti-
cize Mahatma Gandhi and
not the British," Baghel
claimed.

NEED TO FOCUS ON HEALTH

Patients from remote villages visit
adjoining Gadchiroli for medical care

‘Savarkar had sown
seed of Partition’

Silent procession
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

BJP national president
JP Nadda on Sunday par-
ticipated in a silent proces-
sion here marking parti-
tion of the country in 1947
and the tragedy associated
with it. On the 'Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day', he led the procession
from Jantar Mantar to
Connaught Place. He was
joined by Delhi BJP lead-
ers and workers, including
its president Adesh Gupta.

India gained
Independence on August
15, 1947 amid large-scale
violence and migration of
people, as Punjab and
Bengal were divided and
Pakistan was formed.

Mumbai, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Ace stock market investor
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, often
referred to as India's Warren
Buffett, died here Sunday
morning. He was 62.
Jhunjhunwala, India's best
known stock investor, died
early this morning due to a
cardiac arrest, a source in his
newly set up airline said.
A self-made trader, investor
and businessman, he was also
known as 'Big Bull' of Dalal
Street. With an estimated net
worth of around USD 5.8 bil-
lion, Jhunjhunwala was the
36th richest billionaire in India,
according to Forbes' 2021 list-
ing. Son of an income tax offi-
cer, he is survived by his wife
and three children.
A chartered accountant by
education, he had not been
keeping well for the last few
months because of a kidney
ailment. He was seen on a
wheelchair at recent public
events. He looked and sounded
frail at the launch of his budg-
et airline Akasa Air last week.
Jhunjhunwala was brought
dead to the Breach Candy hos-
pital early on Sunday morning.
Suffering from kidney disease
and ischemic heart disease,
the hospital certified that car-
diac arrest was the cause of
his death.

̈ Baghel  slams 
BJP-RSS on
‘Akhand Bharat’

Bhupesh Baghel

India’s ‘Warren
Buffett’ dies at 62

MONSOON MAYHEM

Heavy rains bring rivers in spate
̈ More downpour

predicted for 
next 24 hours

EYE ON INDIVIDUAL IT PAYERS

Govt to review 
exemption-free tax regime 
̈ To make it 

more attractivePARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY

‘Homage to those who lost lives during Partition’

The Congress, however,
alleged that the real intent of
PM Modi to mark August 14 as
'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day' is to use
the traumatic events as "fod-
der" for his current political
battles. Congress general sec-
retary, communications,
Jairam Ramesh said the
tragedy of Partition cannot be
misused to fuel hate and preju-
dice. "The tragedy of Partition
cannot be misused to fuel hate
and prejudice. The truth is
Savarkar originated two-nation
theory and Jinnah perfected it. 

Cong slams BJP



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  MONDAY,  BILASPUR, AUGUST  15,  2022  02 https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.inBBiillaassppuurr,, Monday, August 15,  2022  I  Pages 16 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Twenty Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) force
personnel have been award-
ed various service medals,
including for bravery, on the
occasion of Independence
Day.

The decorations include
six police gallantry medals,
three President's police
medal for distinguished
service and 11 police medals
for meritorious service,
ITBP spokesperson Vivek
Kumar Pandey said.

Those awarded the brav-
ery medals include
Assistant Commandants
(ACs) Prabhat Mukul
Martin Minz and Amit
Kumar, Assistant Sub
Inspector Kuldip Raj, Head
Constable Hamesh Kumar
and Constables Brahm
Chandra and Shakti Kumar.

They have been awarded
for undertaking two sepa-
rate operations against

Naxals in Chhattisgarh, the
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

India has helped the
world discover the true po-
tential of democracy and
the keyword for the coun-
try today is compassion
for the downtrodden,
needy and those on the
margins, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Sunday.

In her maiden address
to the nation on the eve of
the 76th Independence
Day, Murmu said major
economic reforms are
being accompanied by in-
novative welfare initia-
tives and the world has
seen "a new India rising in
recent years, more so after
the outbreak of COVID-
19''.

The president said when
India won independence,
there were many interna-
tional leaders and experts
who were sceptical about
the success of the demo-
cratic form of government
in India due to poverty and
illiteracy at that time.

"But we Indians proved
the sceptics wrong.
Democracy not only grew
roots in this soil, it was en-
riched too," she said as she
asked citizens to pledge to
give everything for the
sake of the safety, security,
progress and prosperity of
the country.

The president, in her 17-
minute address, also com-
plimented the policymak-
ers for ensuring the

growth of the country that
has become more inclu-
sive with reduced regional
disparities.

"Our response to the
pandemic has been appre-
ciated everywhere. We
launched the biggest vac-
cination drive in human
history with vaccines
manufactured in the coun-
try itself. Last month we
crossed the 200-crore mark
in cumulative vaccine cov-
erage," said Murmu who
took over the presidency
last month,

She said in combating
the pandemic, India's
achievements have been
better than those of
many developed coun-
tries. "For this feat, we
are grateful to our scien-
tists, doctors, nurses,
paramedics and the staff
associated with vaccina-
tion," she said.

The president said that
the pandemic uprooted
lives and also economies
in the entire world.
"When the world has
been battling the econom-

ic consequences of the
great crisis, India got its
act together and is now
moving forward. India is
among the fastest grow-
ing major economies in
the world" whose start-up
ecosystem ranks high in
the world.

The president said "our
existence will become
meaningful only in build-
ing a glorious India" and
quoted a poem of poet
Kuvempu 'I will pass, So
will you, But on our
bones will arise the great
tale of a new India'.

She said this is a clari-
on call of the nationalist
poet for making a com-
plete sacrifice for the
motherland and the uplift
of fellow citizens.

"To follow these ideals is
my special appeal to the
youth of the country who
are going to build the
India of 2047," she said. In
most other well-estab-
lished democracies,
women had to wage long-
drawn struggles to get the
right to vote. But India
adopted universal adult
franchise rights since the
beginning of the Republic,
she said. Thus, the makers
of modern India enabled
each and every adult citi-
zen to participate in the
collective process of na-
tion-building, she said
adding India can be credit-
ed for helping the world
discover the true potential
of democracy.

PM to announce
‘Heal in India’,
‘Heal by India’

projects on I-Day
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to announce a
host of initiatives for the
health sector on
Independence Day with the
highlights being the 'Heal in
India' and 'Heal by India'
projects and a roadmap to
eliminate sickle cell disease
by 2047, official sources said.
Inclusion of the Quadrivalent
Human Papillomavirus vac-
cine (qHPV) against cervical
cancer in the National
Immunisation Programme
and the expansion of the
National Health Mission
under a new name 'PM
Samagra Swasthya Mission'
may also figure in Modi's
speech from the Red Fort on
Monday, they said.
Under the 'Heal in India' ini-
tiative that aims at position-
ing the country as a global
hub for medical and wellness
tourism, medical infrastruc-
ture at 37 hospitals in 12
states will be ramped up to
boost medical tourism, the
sources said. Interpreters and
special desks at 10 identified
airports, a multilingual portal
and simplified visa norms for
international patients and
their companions are also
among the highlights of the
initiative. Official sources
told PTI that the government
has identified 44 countries,
predominantly African, Latin
American, SAARC and Gulf
nations, from where a large
number of people visit India
for medical purposes. The
cost and quality of treatment
in these nations were also
taken into account, they said.

PREZ ADDRESSES NATION

‘New India rising
after COVID-19 crisis’

I-
D

A
Y 20 ITBP personnel honoured

with police medals

Central Bureau of Investigation officers/officials, from left to right
in the top row, Addl SP Alok Kumar, Dy SP Atul Hajela, Dy SP
Tejprakash Devrani, from left to right in the bottom row, Dy SP T
Sridharan, SI Gurmeet Singh and ASI Narpat Singh, who have
been awarded with Presidents Police Medal for Distunguished
service, on the occasion of the Independence Day, 2022. 

A total of 1,082 police person-
nel from CAPFs and state
forces have been awarded var-
ious categories of service
medals, including for gallant
action, on the occasion of
Independence Day, an official
statement said Sunday.
The decorations include 347
police medal for gallantry
(PMG), 87 President's police
medal for distinguished serv-
ice and 648 police medals for
meritorious service.
Out of the 347 gallantry
awards, 204 personnel are
being awarded for their gallant
action in Jammu and Kashmir,
80 for displaying bravery in
Left Wing Extremism or Naxal
violence affected areas and 14
personnel for showing bravery
in North-East Region, the
Union home ministry said.

1,082 police personnel

given medals for 

gallantry, good service

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

India has not only been
decked in tricolour hues
in the lead up to the 76th
Independence Day cele-
brations, but also put
under a heavy security
blanket, right from Delhi,
the epicentre of the mega
celebrations, to Jammu
and Kashmir.

The police machinery
across states has been

put on vigil to ensure
that the celebrations are
not hampered in any way.

In Delhi, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will be addressing the na-
tion from the ramparts of
the historic Red Fort, se-
curity has been stepped
up with Delhi Police de-
ploying more than 10,000
personnel to guard the
Mughal-era monument.

From facial recogni-

tion system (FRS) cam-
eras installed at the
entry point of the Red
Fort to multi-layered se-
curity cover and deploy-
ment of over 400 kite
catchers and fliers on
rooftops and other sensi-
tive locations in the fort
area to counter any
threats from sub-conven-
tional aerial platforms --
the area is under hawk-
eye vigil.

With nearly 7,000 invi-
tees expected to attend
the event at the Red Fort,
a five-kilometre area
around the monument
has been marked as "no
kite flying zone'' till the
tricolour is hoisted.
Dependra Pathak,
Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order),
had said provisions of
Section 144 have already
been instituted in Delhi.

From Delhi to Kashmir---heavy security
blanket for 76th I-Day celebration
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U N peacekeeping mis-
sions aim to build sus-

tainable security and peace in
countries affected by conflict.
They must also deal with the
complex international politics,
resourcing, and management of
the mission itself. Since the end
of the cold war, UN peacekeep-
ing operations have been de-
signed to bring wars to an early
end, protect civilians, and ac-
tively support longer-term
peace and security. This re-
quires military action and
diplomacy to help enforce peace
agreements. Large military and
police can be deployed to help
protect civilians. Major pro-
grammes are often needed to
address human needs, support
the implementation of the
peace agreement, and tackle the
causes of conflict.

However, international sup-
port for UN peacekeeping is
waning and challenges, such as
increased international ten-
sions and critical scrutiny, are
increasing. Protests against UN
peacekeepers in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) in re-
cent weeks have resulted in vio-
lence and deaths.

The experience of peace mis-
sions run between 1991 and 2011
showed that in order to have a
good chance of success, they

needed to address a wide range
of issues in countries emerging
from war. In addition to mili-
tary peacekeeping, reconstruc-
tion and humanitarian opera-
tions, UN missions have in-
creasingly included other roles.

These range from policing,
justice and the demobilisation
and disarmament of armed
groups to establishing legiti-
mate and stable post-conflict
government and public servic-
es, refugee return, the protec-
tion and empowerment of
women, and job creation. In the
process, the UN moved from
previous peacekeeping doc-
trines to more robust and com-
prehensive peacebuilding ap-
proaches.

The decision to send a peace-
keeping mission to a country is
made by the UN security coun-
cil, and the UN secretariat is
then responsible for developing
and implementing the detailed
strategy for the mission. They
typically appoint thousands of
staff to lead and manage the
mission. Some are seconded
from UN departments and
agencies, but most are drawn
from international rosters of
specialists and consultants.

UN member states are re-
quested to contribute military
and police personnel under UN
command, for which they are
paid from UN funds. This is a
major source of income for the
armed forces of several devel-
oping countries. Other interest-
ed states, such as the US, UK or
France, may send their own
separate armed forces. These
forces support the UN mission
objectives but are not under UN
command.

Some of the missions are
large and long-standing. For in-
stance, UN missions to DRC

started small in 1999 but rapidly
expanded after 2004, with the
aim of stabilising the country,
demobilising armed groups and
protecting civilians. While this
has been scaled back over the
last two years, at the end of 2021
there were still 17,783 people de-
ployed in DRC, including 12,384
troops.

Organisational challenges
UN and other international

and local agencies establish
projects and programmes to
support the range of issues ad-
dressed by each mission. State
governments and international
NGOs similarly set up their
own programmes. This can
quickly add up to hundreds of
organisations employing tens of
thousands of expatriate staff
and many more local staff all
more-or-less seeking to con-
tribute to the UN mission, but
with their own specific ap-
proaches and priorities.

It is not surprising that UN
coordination of this complex
peacebuilding enterprise is
often more an aspiration than a
reality. While a UN high repre-
sentative is appointed to lead
and co-ordinate each mission,
in practice they are at best first
among equals in a continuous
process of negotiation and per-
suasion.

Inconsistent and bad prac-
tices have arisen. There have
been scandals where the UN
missions appear to have not
done enough on corruption. In
other cases, UN military peace-
keepers have not acted to pro-
tect civilians from violence,
such as in South Sudan. UN and
associated staff have also
abused their positions to obtain
sexual and other services, as is
highlighted in this new
Conversation report from DRC.

Problems like these are diffi-
cult for the UN secretariat to ad-
dress due to its lack of power.
Military forces deployed on UN
missions are accountable to
their own national commanders
and governments. Despite UN
orders, they may not want their
forces to engage in potentially
dangerous actions to protect
civilians. Similarly, some gov-
ernments have been slow to put
measures in place to address
abuses that may have been car-
ried out by their own citizens.

Reduced support
Since 2011, the international

support for UN peacebuilding
has weakened. Some influential
states including India and
China remain lukewarm about
comprehensive UN peacebuild-
ing approaches. Western sup-
port has also become more
patchy, particularly after
changes in US policy and fund-
ing under the Trump adminis-
tration. In this context, efforts
to recognise and address risks
of bad or abusive practices in
order to improve future UN
peace missions can also be used
to discredit the whole peace-
building approach.

A return to more modest UN
peacekeeping missions might
seem politically and financially
convenient. However, this
would mean less attention on
sustainable peacebuilding,
human security, and the protec-
tion and empowerment of
women, minorities and other
vulnerable groups. These have
been key parts of improving the
effectiveness of UN peacebuild-
ing over the last 30 years.

Writer is Professor of
International Security and
Development, University of

Bradford
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Online gaming is 
a serious issue!

Many people are shocked
given how quickly online gaming
is gaining popularity here.Even if
it is illegal to gamble in India, it
is not against the law to do so
online. As a result, players are
utilising the convenience of real
money gambling sites like Teen
Patti, Rummy, snooker,
Cricketing & Lodo etc. Due to
the platforms' compatibility
with mobile devices, a higher
number of gamblers play these
games on their cellphones.
Indian online gamblers are par-
ticularly interested in traditional
card games, but they also enjoy
fast-paced, graphically appeal-
ing games in smart-phones. The
majority of players prefer live
dealer game styles, which assist
to replicate a true casino experi-
ence. States in India, including
Telangana, Orissa, and Andhra
Pradesh, have outlawed gam-
bling games due to concerns
about addiction and mental
health. The bans in some other
states, like Kerala and
Karnataka, have been over-
turned by courts. The Supreme
Court of India is still hearing
some petitions pertaining to the
matter from many years.While
many experts have debated the
benefits and drawbacks of on-
line gambling, the problem gam-
bling issue cannot be disregard-
ed. If the sector keeps expand-
ing without stringent guidelines
and attention to gambling addic-
tion, it can cause young India
more serious issues.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr  

Flag-hoisting 
decision

The announcement by our PM
to host the Tricolour for three
continuous days including nights
at rooftops, businesses and
other establishments under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign to
mark the 75th Independence
Day celebrations is not very de-
sirable. People are surely com-
ing out in support of this deci-
sion, but most are not aware of
the practices involved in the
process. The government should
find other ways also to mark the
celebrations. It can direct the
local administration to motivate
the general public to assemble
at a common place for the flag-
hoisting ceremony. This will
strengthen the social and com-
munal bond among the citizens.

NNaavvnneeeett  SSeetthh,,  DDhhuurrii

Venkaiah 
Naidu’s legacy

When Venkaiah Naidu was
made to contest for the post of
Vice President of the country, it
was alleged that it was only to
pack him off from the BJP to
avoid his claims to some top po-
sition in the government. During
his tenure as the VP and
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
we have found him to be an ex-
cellent administrator, a man en-
dowed with the rare gift to make
his presence always pleasurable
and peaceful and a tactful trou-
ble-shooter. One hopes that
Venkaiah Naidu, an outspoken
person, will record his experi-
ences, gains, losses and disap-
pointments in life, both social
and political, in his memoirs said
to be in the offing.

TThhaarrcciiuuss  SS  FFeerrnnaannddoo,,  CChheennnnaaii
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DHQ security troops under the Ministry of Defence take part in a 7.5 km run to commemorate 75 years of Independence,
in New Delhi, Sunday, Aug 14.

UN peacekeeping missions: How they 
work and the challenges they face

I-DAY RUN

Helena Varkkey

G
overnments, civil society and
the international community

need to work fast as the dry season
approaches and smoke haze returns
in Southeast Asia. As Southeast Asia
emerges from two years of COVID-19-
induced socioeconomic slowdowns
and the dry season begins, govern-
ments across the region are warning
their citizens to brace themselves for
the return of forest-fire haze. The
clock is ticking as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
works to develop a new Haze-Free
Roadmap after an independent re-
view found that the vision of the origi-
nal roadmap, of a Haze-Free ASEAN
by 2020 , has not been fully achieved.
Haze severely disrupts regional
economies by reducing productivity
and tourism while increasing emer-
gency medical spending. The 2015
haze was estimated to have cost US
16 billion in Indonesia alone, while a
less severe episode in 2019 cost an es-
timated US 5 billion.

The biomass particles making up
the haze are extremely dangerous to
human health. As small as 2.5 mi-
crons, the particles can easily enter
the lungs and bloodstream. This can

cause short- and long-term respirato-
ry, dermatological and ophthalmo-
logical problems, especially in young
children and adults. The 2015 haze
episode caused 40,000 to 100,000 ad-
ditional deaths in Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore, according
to studies. And recent research sug-
gests people regularly exposed to
significant levels of air pollution can
be more susceptible to diseases such
as COVID-19. With Southeast Asians
having already spent decades inter-
mittently breathing in smoke haze,
the return of this form of air pollution
is of great concern.

Most haze-producing fires occur
in disturbed peat swamps in
Kalimantan (the Indonesian part of
Borneo), on the Indonesian island of
Sumatra and to a lesser extent in
Malaysia. Peat swamps are natural-
ly waterlogged, but when they are
drained for agriculture the carbon-
rich soil dries out quickly and be-
comes extremely fire-prone. Fires
occur intentionally (to prepare the
land for planting) and accidentally
(from lightning or cigarette butts).
Peat fires can burn for long periods
underground, and they release es-
pecially potent smoke that can trav-
el across vast distances and nation-

al boundaries. They are also close to
impossible to suppress without
heavy rainfall. In especially bad
episodes, haze can reach almost all
Southeast Asian nations. The haze is
transboundary not only in its effects
but also in its causes. Alongside
local commercial palm-oil and pulp-
wood plantations operating on peat,
foreign plantations have been linked
to fires. 

Malaysian interests own 18 per
cent to 30 per cent of Indonesian
palm-oil plantations, and
Singaporean firms also feature
prominently. Even though large-scale
intentional burning to clear land has
decreased over the years thanks to
increased scrutiny, commercial
drainage and water-management
operations often disrupt peat hydrol-
ogy in and around plantations. This
can increase the risk of large-scale
fires in surrounding communities.
Laws and regulations prohibit large-
scale plantations in sensitive, fire-
prone peatlands, but they are rarely
enforced.

Patron client networks are com-
monplace in the business culture of
Indonesia and other Southeast Asian
nations. In these symbiotic relation-
ships the person with the higher so-

cioeconomic position (patron) exer-
cises their influence and resources to
provide for the person of lower status
(client) in exchange for support, as-
sistance and services. In the case of
plantations, government patrons'
often shield their business clients'
from scrutiny and punishment. This
results in a culture of impunity: only a
handful of companies have been
prosecuted for causing fires. 

National pride comes into play too,
and patronage can function even
across borders: the home govern-
ments of  foreign plantations have de-
fended their companies against accu-
sations of causing haze. Complaints
and requests  from affected countries
to Indonesia to control its fires often
dissolve into finger-pointing as each
country blames the other's planta-
tions for causing the fires. Haze has
also sparked diplomatic rows.
Indonesia has infamously labelled
complaining neighbours as being un-
grateful for the fresh air that
Indonesia provides them outside the
haze season, and Indonesia has
openly chided Singapore for putting
into place an extraterritorial law that
would hold liable any entity that
causes haze in Singapore.

The complex transboundary na-

ture of the problem means haze can-
not be addressed by any individual
country. Even the solutions offered
by ASEAN have been underwhelm-
ing. It is notable that one of the only
legally binding agreements under
ASEAN is the 2002 Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution, but its
operationalisation has been ham-
pered by delayed ratification by
Indonesia, lack of clarity over the
functions of the ASEAN Specialised
Meteorological Centre and uncoordi-
nated assistance efforts.

Still, hope for clean air in
Southeast Asia remains. The
Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil,
the world's most recognisable multi-
stakeholder certification scheme for
palm-oil production, includes princi-
ples and criteria related to peatlands
and fires. And work continues on the
new Haze-Free Roadmap. Civil-socie-
ty movements such as the Clean Air
Network in Thailand, PM Haze in
Singapore and CERAH in Malaysia
have worked to keep haze on the pub-
lic (and, therefore, government)
agenda even outside the haze season.
As the 2022 dry season approaches,
action at local, national and interna-
tional level could stop the progress of
recent years from going up in smoke.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Borderless haze threatens Southeast Asia

T he projection by the International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI) that India's food production could drop by 6.8% under the

impact of climate change and the risk for hunger could increase by 23% by
2030, has cast a shadow over the country's Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) agenda. Based on a study on impact of climate change on
agriculture, the National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture
(NICRA) also has sounded the caution that yields of rainfed rice, irrigated
rice, wheat and kharif crops are likely to be reduced in the absence of any
adaptation measures under the projected climate change scenarios. These
projections indicate that the impending food crisis on account of climate
change impact will be more severe than perceived and calls for compre-
hensive review of the policies, schemes and programmes that are aimed
at achieving food security to ascertain if they are adequate to overcome
the challenge. Development and introduction of climate-resilient varieties,
soil health management, rainfed area development, water-use efficiency
under the National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture have resulted in in-
crease in food grain production to 314 million tonne and horticultural pro-
duction to 341 million tonne in 2021-22. The IFPRI and NICRA reports, how-
ever, show that there is no room for complacency. With 60% of the net
sown area, which account for 40% of agriculture production in the coun-
try, being rainfed, drastic change in rainfall pattern attributed by climate
change impact speaks volumes about the risks. Destruction of standing
crop in two waves of devastating floods in Assam and deposition of thick
layers of sand degrading paddy fields, large excess rainfall followed by
long spells of deficient rainfall resulting from large departures from nor-
mal rainfall, demonstrate the growing challenge for farmers dependent on
rainfed farming for livelihood. Climate change impact mitigation requires
the farmers not just to improve water-use efficiency but also to shift to
solar-powered irrigation system to reduce dependence on diesel-based ir-
rigation wells. Since the inception of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) scheme in 2019, alto-
gether 1.23 lakh standalone solar pumps have been installed as on June 30,
which is estimated to result in reduction of 85 million litres of annual diesel
consumption. This led to increase in the cumulative number of standalone
solar pumps to 3.85 lakh, but the country still has 11.2 million diesel agri-
cultural pumps, which shows where it stands as far as goals of using re-
newable energy for sustainable increase in food production are con-
cerned. The Central Government informed the Parliament that installation
of solar pumps under PM-KUSUM has led to reduction of around 0.44 mil-
lion tonne per annum in Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions, which points to-
wards the importance of installation of solar pumps as a climate-resilient
strategy to achieve food security. Central Ground Water Board data on
groundwater resources indicate decrease in water level in 30% of wells
and increase in water level in 70% of wells over a decade, which imply that
apart from installation of solar pumps ground water management and
rainwater harvesting in water-stressed areas are crucial components of a
climate-resilient food production strategy. India's agricultural production
is heavily dependent on import of urea as domestic production is insuffi-
cient to meet the demand. Rising global prices of urea has led to increase
in the fertilizer subsidy burden on the government. India's import of 98.28
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of urea in 2020-21 cost 2580 million US dollars,
while the import bill for 91.36 LMT in 2021-21 increased to 6041 million US
dollars. The domestic production of urea in 2021-22 was 250 LMT against
total requirement of 356 LMT. A report of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture brings out a mismatch between requirement of
fertilizer subsidy for food production and Budget allocation. The Budget
allocation for the current financial year in respect of urea subsidy is Rs
67,202 crore against requirement of Rs 104,016 crore and is 21% lower
than the Revised Estimates of 2021-22. Funds allocated to the Ministry are
not sufficient to meet the projected requirement of fertilizer subsidy funds
for the year 2022-23, which also led to lower allocation of Rs 42,000 crore
against the requirement of Rs 72,702 crore for the Nutrient Based Subsidy
(NBS) scheme. Any shortfall in Budget allocation leading to shortage of
subsidized urea and other subsidized fertilizer will pose a stumbling block
in achievement of targets of food production. Apart from increasing do-
mestic production, boosting production of biofertilizers and promotion of
organic farming in a big way can help the country overcome the challenge
posed by rising subsidy burden on account of the spike of price of import-
ed urea. The indigenously-developed Nano urea, which is much cheaper
than conventional subsidized urea, can be a game changer and go a long
way in addressing the twin challenges of rising subsidy burden and sus-
tainable food production to reduce hunger risk.

Climate-resilient 
food production

S cientists have discovered the first definitive proof that the Moon
inherited indigenous noble gases of helium and neon from the

Earth's mantle. The discovery, published in the journal Science Advances,
adds to the already strong constraints on the currently favoured "Giant
Impact" theory that hypothesises the Moon was formed by a massive colli-
sion between Earth and another celestial body. It also represents a signifi-
cant piece of the puzzle towards understanding how the Moon and, poten-
tially, the Earth and other celestial bodies were formed. For the study, the
team ETH Zurich analysed six samples of lunar meteorites from an
Antarctic collection, obtained from NASA. The meteorites consist of basalt
rock that formed when magma welled up from the interior of the Moon
and cooled quickly.They remained covered by additional basalt layers after
their formation, which protected the rock from cosmic rays and, particu-
larly, the solar wind. The cooling process resulted in the formation of lunar
glass particles amongst the other minerals found in magma. The team dis-
covered that the glass particles retain the chemical fingerprints (isotopic
signatures) of the solar gases: helium and neon from the Moon's interior.
Their findings strongly support that the Moon inherited noble gases in-
digenous to the Earth. "Finding solar gases, for the first time, in basaltic
materials from the Moon that are unrelated to any exposure on the lunar
surface was such an exciting result," said Patrizia Will from ETH Zurich.
Without the protection of an atmosphere, asteroids continually pelt the
Moon's surface. It likely took a high-energy impact to eject the meteorites
from the middle layers of the lava flow similar to the vast plains known as
the Lunar Mare. Eventually the rock fragments made their way to Earth in
the form of meteorites. Many of these meteorite samples are picked up in
the deserts of North Africa or in, in this case, the "cold desert" of
Antarctica where they are easier to spot in the landscape. Knowing where
to look inside NASA's vast collection of some 70,000 approved meteorites
represents a major step forward."I am strongly convinced that there will
be a race to study heavy noble gases and isotopes in meteoritic materi-
als," said ETH Zurich Professor Henner Busemann. He anticipates that
soon researchers will be looking for noble gases such as xenon and kryp-
ton which are more challenging to identify. They will also be searching for
other volatile elements such as hydrogen or halogens in the lunar mete-
orites."While such gases are not necessary for life, it would be interesting
to know how some of these noble gases survived the brutal and violent
formation of the moon. Such knowledge might help scientists in geochem-
istry and geophysics to create new models that show more generally how
such most volatile elements can survive planet formation, in our solar sys-
tem and beyond," Busemann said. 

Scientists shed new light
on Moon’s origin
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‘GAURAV TIRANGA YATRA’

PCC workers and leaders under leadership of PCC State
head PL Punia and other senior party leaders took out
‘Gaurav Tiranga Yatra’ on occasion of ‘Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav’ here on Sunday.

‘Exhibition on observation of Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’

Raipur, Aug 14: The
Raipur Division of South
East Central Railway
(SECR) observed the
Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day on
August 14 in an effort to
bring out the suffering of
millions of people during

India’s partition to the
fore. The entire nation ob-
served Remembrance Day
of Horrors of Partition on
August 14 on the call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Observation of this
day brings to light the
agony, suffering and pain
of millions of people who
were displaced during par-
tition. It reminds the coun-
try, that its independence
was preceded by the
largest displacement of
human population in the
last century. The partition
also claimed the lives of a
large number of people.

To mark the occasion,
an Exhibition was organ-
ised at Raipur Station
Gate No-01. Apart from

Raipur station, the exhibi-
tion was organized at
Durg, Bhatapara, Balod,
Dallirajhara stations of
the division, where pas-
sengers got familiar with
the facts of the partition of

the country. Partition
Horror Remembrance Day
was also observed in
Railway Schools of Bhilai
of Raipur Railway
Division.

Sympathy towards the

families who suffered the
pain of Partition during
the independence of the
country and maintaining
the unity of the nation
was the basic objective of
the program on Partition

Horror Remembrance Day
at Raipur station.

The program started
with a patriotic song to
welcome the visitors and
address by Assistant
Divisional Personnel

Officer Ruheena Tufail
Khan. Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer Uday
Kumar Bharti was seen in
an emotional mood at the
depiction of the tragedy of
Partition in 1947.

Former MLA of the city
Barnad Rodrigues, retired
SP GS Bhamra, former
corporator and Sikh Samaj
convenor Surendra Singh
Chhabra along with
Balwinder Singh Arora,
Romi Bhalla and senior
section engineer Abid
Qureshi expressed solidar-
ity on the occasion.
Speaking about the pain of
partition, Assistant
Commercial Manager
Shambhu Shah, stressed
on building a new India by

creating sense of unity.
Sanskritik Sangh

Raipur Division presented
an attractive play -
“Chhuk-Chhuk Rail” with
the aim of maintaining na-
tional unity. Message of
adopting nationality and
giving up regionalism was
conveyed through this play.
The program was conduct-
ed by Welfare Inspector
Faridi Nisar Ahmed. The
program was organized
with support of Swaran
Singh Kalsi, Chief Office
Superintendent. At the end
of the program, Assistant
Personnel Officer Ruheena
Tufail Khan expressed
vote of thanks and extend-
ed best wishes for “Azadi
Ke Amrit Mahotsav”.

Cong govt of letting corruption,
mafias flourish in state: Sao

Raipur, Aug 14: The newly
appointed Chhattisgarh BJP
president Arun Sao on
Sunday accused the ruling
Congress of ditching every
section of the society and al-
lowing corruption and
mafias to flourish during its
three-and-half year rule in
the state.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP office in
Kushabhau Thakre Parisar,
Sao said party workers and
leaders will work hard to ful-
fill the dream and vision
with which former prime
minister late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had created
Chhattisgarh in 2000.

The Narendra Modi-led
Central government has
been taking the country for-
ward on the path of develop-
ment with its welfare
schemes. The schemes are
aimed at making the coun-
try prosperous and power-
ful. But in Chhattisgarh, all
development works have
come to a standstill since the
Congress came to power (in

2018), Sao claimed.
The MP from Bilaspur

further alleged that the
Congress government is im-
mersed in corruption and
the state has become a den
of sand, liquor and land
mafias. The state govern-
ment has been spoiling the
future of the state’s youth by
allowing drug trade to flour-
ish, he alleged. Vajpayeeji
had created Chhattisgarh
with a vision to make it free
from exploitation, hunger
and poverty. He wanted peo-
ple of the state to become
prosperous. But the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment has been destroying

the future of the state by
making it debt ridden, the
BJP leader said

The Congress govern-
ment has ditched every sec-
tion of the society be it
farmers, youth, women or
government employees.
Now people have under-
stood this government and
want to get rid of it, he
claimed. BJP workers will
become the voice of the peo-
ple and fight for them from
‘sadak’ to ‘sadan’ (street to
the state assembly). We will
not bow before this govern-
ment and will work hard
jointly to bring the BJP back
to power next year (in the as-
sembly election) and to fulfil
Vajpayeeji’s dream and vi-
sion, Sao said.

Sao, who hails from the
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) community, was ap-
pointed as the president of
the BJP’s state unit earlier
this week. He replaced tribal
leader Vishnu Deo Sai who
had led the party in the state
since June 2020.

Raipur, Aug 14: The
GoI has declared the
medals to be awarded to
27 police officers,
Jawans on occasion of
Independence Day. It is
for the first time that
highest of 15 officers and
jawans of Chhattisgarh
will be presented with
Gallantry Awards and
this include, SP Durg Dr
Abishekh Pallav, Malik
Ram (Inspector); SI
Alrik Lakda; SI
Mahendra Pottai, Suke
Ramnad HC, late Jailal

Uikey HC; Late Kanre
Usendi (CT); Late Shyam
Kishore Sharma SI;
Ramawatar Patel ASI;
Juleshwar Sonwani PL
Commander; Hajare Lal
Mourya ASI; Sukuram
Nareti SI; Harishankar
Prasad Kanwar Insector.

In addition to this
those who will be award-
ed Special Service Medal
include IG CID PHQ-
Sanjeev Shukla; Bishnu
Prasad Deshmukh –
Inspector SIB PHQ,
Raipur and for excellent
services- IG Bastar
Range OP Pal ,
Sundarraj P. – IG Bastar
Range  and Rajesh
Kukreja have been in-
cluded.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 14: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will organise the
‘Hamar Tiranga’ cam-
paign in all schools of
the state between
August 20 and 30 to
mark 75 years of
Independence, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.

Detailed guidelines on
how to conduct the cam-
paign have been given to
all collectors, district ed-
ucation officers and dis-
trict mission coordina-
tors by Dr
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Secretary of the School
Education Department,
the state government of-
ficial said.

“Various pro-

grammes will be organ-
ised in government, pri-
vate and government-
aided schools under the
name and style of
‘Hamar Tiranga’. The
aim is spread the spirit
of patriotism and con-
vey the story of martyrs
and freedom fighters. It
will help understand
the true meaning of
freedom in the present
context,” he said.

As part of the cam-
paign, the film ‘Gandhi’
will be screened free for
students of Classes XI
and XII in nearby the-
atres or smart class-
rooms, and authorities
have been asked to
make preparations in
this regard, the official
added.

Budhatalab is centre of attraction for all: CM

Raipur, Aug 14: Raipur,
Aug 14:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave gift of develop-
ment works worth Rs 165
crore to the residents of
capital city here on the eve
of Independence Day here
on  Sunday. CM dedicated
the RMC sports ground at
the cost of Rs 2.62 crore
and laid stone for Sewerage
Treatment Plant (STP) at
historical Naraiyya Talab

at the cost of Rs 3.75 crore;
also laid stone for STP in
Kho-Kho Talab at the cost
of Rs 3.77 cr and STP in
Maharaja Band Talab at
the cost of Rs 9.99 crore. He
also laid stone for water
supply scheme at the cost
of Rs 130.39 crore for 24x7
water supply to population
of 2.25 lakh in capital city.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that the ponds in the
capital city are of our an-
cestors time and to keep it
well preserved and pollu-
tion-free is the responsibili-
ty of all. Citing about
‘Budhatalab’ CM said that
this pond has become the
centre of attraction all over
the state and like this we
need to make other ponds
beautiful and neat & clean.
CM said that Chhattisgarh
has been presented  with

cleanest city three times in
different categories and it
should be combined efforts
of all that Raipur becomes
No 1 clean city in entire
country.

Further CM Baghel laid
stone for establishing STP
in three ponds in capital
city to make it pollution-
free. In this CM laid stone
for establishing 3 MLD STP
in Maharajbandh Pond; 1
MLD each in Naraiyya and
Kho-Kho Pond in city. With
establishing of Sewerage
Treatment Plant (STP), all
these three ponds will be-
come pollution-free and
people of Raipur city will
get clean environment and
clean-water and it will bet-
ter Raipur city’s environ-
ment as well.

Later CM Baghel dedi-
cated sports ground of
RMC at the cost of Rs 2.62

cr by Raipur Smart City
Limited (RSCL). CM said
that the sports ground of
RMC needs to be upgraded
and well-developed in
heart of city. In this there
will be better arrangement
of people to sit  and night-
lamps too have been in-
stalled. With expansion of
these services, sports play-
ers will get better facilities
and atmosphere and im-
prove upon their perform-
ances as well.

On this occasion
Minister in-charge of
Raipur district Ravindra
Choubey, School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh, LS MP Sunil Soni,
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar,
Chairman CHB Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma and
other dignitaries were
present.

CM Baghel to hoist the national flag
at Police Parade Ground Raipur 

Raipur, Aug 14:
Independence Day will be
celebrated with patriotic
fervor and enthusiasm
across the state on August
15. The national flag will
be hoisted at the Police
Parade Ground in Raipur
by Chief
MinisterBhupesh Baghel
in a ceremonial celebra-
tion of Independence Day.

Besides, Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant will hoist the na-
tional flag at the main
function to be organized in
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district headquarters. In
other district headquar-
ters, cabinet ministers and
parliamentary secretaries
will hoist the national flag
and read the message of
Chief Minister to the peo-
ple of the state.

Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo will hoist the
national flag at the pro-
gramme to be organized in
Surguja, Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey in
Durg, Home and Public
Works Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu in
Bemetara, Forest and
Climate Change Minister
Mohammad Akbar in
Kabirdham, Food and
Culture Minister

Amarjeet Bhagat in
Rajnandgaon, Revenue
Minister Jai Singh
Agrawal in Korba, Women
and Child Development
Minister Anila Bhediya in
Balod, Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel in
Raigarh, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam in Surajpur,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma in
Sukma, Public Health
Engineering and Village
Industries Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar in Mungeli
and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahriya in
Janjgir-Champa.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain in
Bijapur, Parliamentary
Secretary Vinod Sevan Lal
Chandrakar in
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Ashish Singh

in Bilaspur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori in Kanker,
Parliamentary Secretary
UD Minj in Jashpur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Prasad Rai in
Baloda Bazar,
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj in
B a l r a m p u r ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shakuntala Sahu in
Dhamtari, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay
in Gariyaband,
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad in
K o n d a g a o n ,
Parliamentary Secretary
Parasnath Rajwade in
Korea, Parliamentary
Secretary Indrashah
Mandavi in Narayanpur,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dwarikadhish Yadav in
Bastar, and Parliamentary
Secretary Gurudayal
Singh Banjare in
Dantewada.

CM presents Vasundhara Samman 
to Journalist Liladhar Mandloi 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 14: At the
felicitation ceremony
held at his residence of-
fice in Raipur, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
awarded Vasundhara
Samman to the renowned
Litterateur and
Journalist Liladhar
Mandloi. On the occa-
sion, Chief Minister said
that every year, remark-
able contribution in the
field of literature and
journalism is acknowl-
edged, recognized and
awarded. This year,
Mandloi’s excellent con-
tribution in these fields
has been honoured.
Baghel reminisced the
days he would listen to
Mandloi’s radio pro-

gramme on Raipur
Akashwani.

It is noteworthy that
Vasundhara Samman is
conferred in the memory
of Late Devi Prasad
Choubey. Commemorating
the contributions of late
Devi Prasad Choubey,
Chief Minister said that
he was a pioneer of rural
journalism and a dedicated
social reformer. He was
strictly against the tradi-
tion of sacrificial system
(Bali Pratha) and with his
consistent and dedicated ef-
forts, he had managed to
put an end to the practice of

sacrifice in the temples of
his village.

It is noteworthy that this
was the 22nd event of
Vasundhara Samman, or-
ganized on the occasion of
46th death anniversary of
Late Shri Devi Prasad
Choubey, where Baghel feli-
ciated Shri Mandloi with a
citation, a memento and a
‘samman nidhi’. The pro-
gram was jointly organ-
ized by Kriti Vasundhara-
monthly magazine of Lok
Jagran, Culture
D e p a r t m e n t ,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government and Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Culture
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Padma Shri
Bharti Bandhu, Padma
Shri Shri Madan
Chauhan, senior littera-
teur Vishnu Nagar and
other dignitaries were
also present in the pro-
gram.
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On occasion of
Independence Day

Speaker of State
Assembly, Cabinet
Ministers and
Parliamentary
Secretaries to hoist
the national flag at
the main function
to be organized in
the district head-
quarters

Need to make
Raipur city No. 1 in
the field of cleanli-
ness and sanitation

CM lays stone for
devp works worth
Rs 167 crore in capi-
tal city

Total 27 police officers,
jawans selected from State

For President’s
medal for Gallantry
award, special
services etc

State govt to hold ‘Hamar Tiranga’
campaign in schools

For his significant
works in the field of
Literature and
Journalism

In SECR Raipur
Division 

Passengers get
acquainted with sit-
uation arising out of
partition

Also observed in
Railway Schools of
Bhilai
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UP’s ‘village of soldiers’ gears 
up to celebrate I-Day

Ghazipur (UP), Aug 14 (PTI): 

In Gahmar, one of the
country’s largest villages
and where almost every
household has members
who have served or are serv-
ing in the Army, the enthu-
siasm is palpable on the eve
of Independence Day with
the tricolour hoisted atop
every house.

In this “village of sol-
diers”, hoisting the tri-
colour on Independence
Day and Republic Day is a
tradition and the govern-
ment’s ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign this year has only
added to the spirit of patri-
otism.

The central government
has launched the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign under
which people are being en-

couraged to hoist the tri-
colour at their houses to
mark 75 years of India’s in-
dependence.

Villagers say soldiers
from Gahmar have fought
in wars from World War II
to Kargil conflict. Pictures
and medals of soldiers
adorn shelves in most hous-
es of Gahmar. Village head
Balwant Singh estimates
that Gahmar has given
20,000 soldiers to the coun-
try so far. Currently, about
5,000 villagers are working
in different positions in the
Army, he said. Gahmar has
a population of about 1.25
lakh. “The spirit of patriot-
ism resides in the heart of
every family living here.
Ours is a village of soldiers.
You will definitely find a sol-
dier in almost every house

here. Many members of
most families are serving in
the Army,” Balwant Singh
told PTI. “Though
Independence Day is cele-
brated every year in
Gahmar village, this time
special preparations are
being made to mark 75
years of independence.
People of the village have
also joined the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign,” he
said. The tricolour has been
hoisted atop every house in
the village and the adminis-
tration is also doing its bit
to make the campaign a suc-
cess, he added. Ishwar
Chandra, a social worker,
said the spirit of patriotism
gripped the village after
many of its soldiers laid
down their lives in World
War II.

‘Nation has emerged as
self-reliant, powerful one’

Puducherry, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Puducherry Lieutenant
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan on Sunday
said the country has
emerged as a powerful and
self-reliant nation. In a
message on the eve of in-
dependence, she said the
people should recall the
sacrifices leaders and free-
dom fighters had made to
ensure a free India. The
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ aims at nurtur-
ing and promoting patriot-
ism among the people, she
said. Prime Minister
Narendra’s call for ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ was being

followed by the people by
unfurling the national flag
atop their houses, she said
while appealing to the peo-
ple to work hard to ensure
that the country scaled

greater heights.
Puducherry Chief

Minister N Rangasamy
said the celebration of the
76th Independence Day
would kindle the people,
particularly the youth, the
feeling of patriotism. “The
nation has emerged as a
big democracy and the
unity of the people is a
laudable hallmark which
enables the country to go
ahead. The Independence
Day is an occasion to reit-
erate the unity of the peo-
ple,” he said.

Speaker of the territori-
al Assembly R Selvam,
Home Minister of
Puducherry A

Namassivayam, Transport
Minister Chandra
Priyanka, Civil Supplies
Minister Sai Saravanan
Kumar, PWD Minister K
Lakshminarayanan and
Agriculture Minister C
Djeacoumar, AIADMK
leaders A Anbalagan and
Om Sakthi Segar, and for-
mer Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy were
among those who high-
lighted the importance of
independence in their
messages.

Chief Minister would
unfurl the tricolour tomor-
row (Monday) here to
mark the celebration of in-
dependence.
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Stabbed 
Ballia: A man alleged-
ly stabbed a woman to
death and injured her
two relatives here, po-
lice said on Sunday.
They said the accused
surrendered before the
police after the inci-
dent on Saturday
night. Superintendent
of Police Raj Karan
Nayyar said the man,
identified as Dilshad of
Baheri locality in the
Ballia Sadar Kotwali
area, barged into the
house of his neighbour
Armana (27) and killed
her after stabbing her
with a sharp weapon.

Honoured 
New Delhi: Two offi-
cials of the Delhi Fire
Service have been
awarded the medal for
meritorious service
by the central govern-
ment on the occasion
of 76th Independence
Day, officials said on
Sunday.

District Special Weapons
and Tactics Team (D-
SWAT) and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) team during
a flag march amid con-
troversy over the disput-
ed Idgah Maidan, on the
eve of 76th
Independence Day, at
Chamrajpet area in
Bengaluru, Sunday. 

Tamilisai Soundararajan

Forest officials wait for report of first-ever
snow leopard survey in Arunachal

Itanagar, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Forest officials of Arunachal
Pradesh are eagerly waiting
for the report of the maiden
snow leopard enumeration in
the state which is to be re-
leased in October this year.

The estimation of snow
leopards is being conducted
in the North eastern state for
the first time with technical
support from World Wildlife
Fund for Nature (WWF),
India, a senior officer said.

The assessment for the
presence of the elusive
species, which started in
June last year, was done in 11
forest divisions located in
high altitude and snowfall
areas, Deputy Conservator of
Forest (Wildlife) Millo Tassar
said. The WWF-India is doing
the data analysis of the sur-
vey, which has already been
completed and the report is

likely to be published on
October 23 this year, to mark
the International Snow
Leopard Day.

We are all looking forward
to the report, he said.

Over 200 persons involving
state forest department offi-
cials and field staff besides
experts from WWF-India
were engaged in the estima-
tion exercise which took five
months, the senior forest offi-
cial said. The golden-eyed an-
imal having thick fur, padded
paws, and a long tail lives in
the mountainous regions of
central and southern Asia. In
India, the geographical range
of the wild cat species covers
a large part of the western
Himalayas, including
Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and
Arunachal Pradesh in the
eastern Himalayas.

Independence Day- Golden Chapter in the history of India
1 5 th August 1947  is

the golden chapter in
the history of India. After
hundreds of years of
slavery, the  rays of the
sun, the chirping of birds
and the sound of nectar
flowing rivers on the
morning of August 15,
1947, brought a new mes-
sage to the country. In
place of the British Black
Flag at the Red Fort, the
proud Tricolor flag of
India  symbolizing
courage, sacrifice, in-
tegrity, purity of thought,
prosperity, progress and
dynamism was hoisted.
The whole country was
flowing in the flow of
happiness. On that day
we were called free citi-
zens of a free country. To
keep this Independence
Day memorable and im-
mortal, we celebrate this
holy day of 15th August

every year as a national
festival.

Slavery is a heinous
curse that drains the
blood and energy of any
nation. When we turn the
pages of the history of
the subjugated India, the
stories of innumerable
sacrifices, the heroic tales
of immortal martyrs,
being seen in our minds
like a news-reel. In 1600,
the East India Company
came to India just for the
purpose of doing busi-
ness. At that time the fate
of our country went in
the opposite direction.
The Battle of Plassey in
1757 was the go by of the
history of our good for-
tune. Our freedom had
come to an end. After
being victorious in the
Battle of Palassey, the
British started all kinds
of efforts to establish

their dominance over
India. In 1858 exactly
after 100 years, by break-
ing the East India
Company, the British gov-
ernment established its
direct rule over India.
Since then the story of
our sufferings, sorrows
and torments has been
increasing day by night
at a quadruple speed.
Many black laws were im-
posed on us. Huge
amount of money was
collected from us in the
form of ‘tax’ for
Britishers. When we
raised our voice of
protest, the British gov-
ernment suppressed it
with great rigor and cru-
elty. They destroyed our
every effort to be inde-
pendent. Our leaders,
youths, young women,
children were either put
to death or kept in the

prisons of the British
government and were
subjected to many types
of cruelty torture. Still,
our brave freedom fight-
ers did not bow down.

This year our entire
country is celebrating 75
years of independence in
the form of Amrit
Mahotsav with full zeal
and enthusiasm. On the
auspicious occasion of
this 76th Independence
Day, it is sacred to put the
tricolor at every house
from August 13 to August
15, 2022  in every corner,
street, neighborhood, vil-
lages, towns and cities of
the country under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Abhiyan’ of the
Government of India.
The purpose of this cam-
paign is to awaken the
feeling of patriotism in
every person of the coun-

try along with the respect
for  heroes of freedom,
importance of the unity
of the country, integrity,
brotherhood and also re-
spect for the hard work-
ers who have made an in-
comparable contribution
to keep the country on
the path of progress.
Since independence, our
country has been contin-
uously on the path of de-
velopment in various
fields like economic, sci-
ence, information and
technology, medical sci-
ence, agricultural sector,
transport, art and cul-
ture, sports and military
power etc. Now our coun-
try has joined in the list
of leading countries of
the world today.

Sunil Kumar

D.I.G., CRPF

Central Sector

Lucknow (UP)
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Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Aug 14: On occa-
sion of 75th year of
Independence, a full-dress
rehearsal for the
Independence Day parade
was held at Ramanuj mini
stadium in Koriya here on
Saturday and it was in-
spected by the Collector
Kuldeep Sharma and SP
Trilok Bansal.

The chief guest in this re-
hearsal Collector Chandan
Kumar also took salute of
the parade and hoisted the
national flag. In the final re-
hearsal, the arrival of the
chief guest, welcome, flag
hoisting, salute of the pa-

rade, march-past, introduc-
tion by the chief guest with
Parade commanders, prize
distribution and others
were rehearsed. It is no-
table here that
Parliamentary Secretary
Parasnath Rajwade will be

the chief guest in the main
programme to be organised
at District Hq's
Baikunthpur and hoist the
national flag.

Collector conducted in-
spection of the rehearsal
and after this provided nec-
essary guidance to the con-
cerned officers for colour-
ful presentation. On this oc-
casion CEO district
Panchayat Kunal Dudawat,
Upper Collector Sukhnath
Ahirwar and officers and
employees from other de-
partments were present.

Final dress-rehearsal of I-Day held
p Collector, SP 

conducts inspection

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Aug 14: The
members of Radha
Swamy Satsang Sansthan
(RSSS) Bhaisbod are lay-
ing foundation for con-
struction of boundary
wall of new Primary
School by encroaching
upon the nazul land and it

is illegal. Mineshwari
Dilip Sahu Sarpanch

Gram Panchayat
Bhaisbod in-
formed that the
members of
RSSS even after
being explained
many times are
not accepting
their words and
have started the
excavation work
for laying of
foundation for

construction of boundary
wall of the school.

RSSS has started work of boundary
wall without permission

p Encroaching upon
nazul land 

Raksha Bandhan cele-
brated with fervour

KKaattggii,,  AAuugg  1144::  One of the holy
festivals of Hindus, the festival
of Rakshabandhan a symbol of
the sacred relationship of broth-
er and sister was celebrated
here with much hapiness.  As
sisters tied raksha sutras to
their brothers hands, they were
given gifts and oath of protec-
tion in return. All the villages of
the region Katgi, Sarvani,
Kalmidih, Khaira, Jhabdi ,
Madkda, Baijnath, Hasuwa,
Dhamalpur, Nawapara, Amodi,
Deradih, Rampur, Kot, Tiprunga,
Manakoni, Giroudpuri, Madwa,
Matia, Tendubhata, etc. cele-
brated the festival peacefully.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 14: It is
amidst sheer negligence on
part of the railway officials
that the residents passing
from the main road at
Railway Chowk is making
them face small or major acci-
dent on daily basis. The main
road from Station Chowk to
Railway Station, Nagar
Palika, Gole bazar and going

upto Railway Colony has got
a big hole in the middle of the
road and due to which it is
posing lots of problems for
the residents in that region. It
is for long, even after com-
plaint, the railway authori-
ties of Dongargaon area have
not taken it seriously and did
not carried out any repair
work till date and it is leading
to small or big accidents on
daily basis.

Residents facing 
problems due to big pit
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ACROSS

1. Mexican snack

5. Get up

10. Pillow cover

14. Eons

15. Hebrew feast

16. Roberto’s house

17. Soothe

18. Attractive in a snapshot

20. Dieter’s unit

22. Ice-cream dish

23. Carrying weapons

26. Luau necklace

27. Skin abrasion

31. Stumble

33. Major network

36. Airborne

37. Stagger

38. Snare

39. Greek letter

40. Wild

41. Soothe

42. Dragon’s home

43. Predicament

44. “The Godfather” organization

45. Certain dashes

46. Vocalist ____ Turner

47. Annoy

48. That female

50. Ice pellets

52. Expresses scorn

55. Make like new

60. Ritual

63. October gem

64. In the center of

65. ____ of humor

66. Playwright ____ Simon

67. Negatives

68. Proprietor

69. Finales

DOWN

1. Powder mineral

2. Mexican water

3. Prison room

4. Norwegian capital

5. Be ambitious

6. Tailor again

7. Bride’s response (2 wds.)

8. Harden

9. Greek Cupid

10. Spectacle

11. Manual skill

12. Korea’s continent

13. Defense spray

19. Big swallow

21. Completely absorbed

24. Perpetual

25. Deep fear

27. Costly fur
28. Immaculate
29. Cooking device
30. Distant
32. Not well
34. Count ____ of jazz
35. Harpoon
37. Bridle straps
38. English beverages
40. “X-Files” org.
44. Citi Field players
46. Semester
47. Kitchen gadget
49. Listens to
51. Wipe away
52. Read a bar code
53. Disney fish
54. Average (hyph.)
56. Hue
57. Store sign
58. Sudden attack
59. Building wings
61. Freshly made
62. Rural hotel
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Dare to be different, Aquarius. It’s easy to

fall into routines - sleep and eat at the same

time, wear the same style, and do your work

the same way every day. Before you know it,

you’re in a rut. The only way to pull out of it

is to decide to break free. Try a new hair-

style. Wear colors that are new for you. If

the rut is really deep, consider a new career.

Expand your horizons.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

If your lifestyle is very different from oth-
ers, resist feeling self-conscious about it
today, Pisces. Remember that you chose
your life for specific reasons. Even if you’re
considering a change, there’s no need to
feel ashamed or embarrassed about where
you are now. Everyone has to make his or
her own way. If it conforms to the norm,
that’s fine. If it doesn’t, that’s fine, too.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Enhanced determination could motivate you

today, Aries, giving you the zip to plow through

your work. Finish projects that have been

pending and think about what you want to

tackle next. Don’t hesitate to do something

that feels complicated or big. You’ll probably

be able to handle anything, and it will feel

great when you’re done. Making the most of

any opportunity. Enjoy your day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Are you feeling the effects of today’s low-

key planetary aspects, Taurus? Take heart -

it’s only temporary. Do your best to take

things one step at a time and make some

plans for a little fun this evening. Get togeth-

er with friends, if possible, or watch a movie.

Help yourself feel better by staying busy and

focused, followed by recreation. Before you

know it, you’ll be feeling much more upbeat.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Make some plans for recreation, Gemini.
Having something fun to look forward to
can make even the toughest times far eas-
ier to handle. You’ll be amazed at how
much you can manage when there’s an
end in sight. Your whole attitude lightens,
so take the bull by the horns and create
your own incentives. Do something spe-
cial to reward yourself for the hard work
you do every day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don’t judge someone just because his or
her lifestyle differs from what you consid-
er normal, Cancer. You may be traditional,
but not everyone shares your view of rela-
tionships, work, or lifestyle. While this
may seem hard to understand and even
frightening to you, try not to be too hard
on others. You’ll be better off using that
energy to keep your own life on track.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Friends seeking advice or a shoulder to
cry on may be plentiful today, Leo. And
you’re one of best people to provide the
support and caring they need. Just don’t
give so much to others that you have
nothing left for yourself. True friendship
is about sharing problems. Getting run-
down will leave you in a place where you
aren’t much help to anyone.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Getting through any work you have to do

shouldn’t be a problem for you today, Virgo.

Even if you flag for a bit, you’re likely to get a

second wind, and this will give you the drive

and determination to see your projects to

completion. Make plans for some fun after

you’re done, such as getting together with

friends, if possible, or taking in an event that

really intrigues you. You deserve it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Working within boundaries and restrictions

could get to you today, Libra. Yours is an

independent spirit, and your best achieve-

ments are often born of doing things your

own way. Like it or not, we all have to follow

rules. Finish what needs to be done.

Afterward, you may find more freedom to

act independently without consequences.

Exercise patience and diligence as needed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Chances are that you’ll feel upbeat and pos-

itive today. Share this energy with others

who feel less than content. Your attitude

can have a profound effect on friends, part-

ners, spouse, and children. Neighbors and

extended family can pick up on your spirit

without you even realizing it. If someone is

hurt or angry, be encouraging. Everything

will eventually work out.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don’t discount your excellent resource-
fulness, Sagittarius. If you haven’t got
everything you need or all of the infor-
mation required, take some time to
think. Who do you know? What
resources can you access? Who might
know where you can find what you
need? Rather than panic because the
pieces aren’t all there yet, make a list of
contacts and go for it. Trust in yourself.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Try not to let the blues get you down,
Capricorn. While it’s true some days can
seem to drag, the busier you stay, the
faster time will pass. Get down to finish-
ing any work still pending and make plans
for an evening out. If there’s a light at the
end of the tunnel, not only will things
seem to speed up, but you’ll also feel bet-
ter knowing you’re almost done.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘DID Super Moms’
The dance reality show judged by Remo D'Souza, Bhagyashree
Dassani, and Urmila Matondkar will have some special perform-
ances on patriotic songs like 'Des Mere Des' from 2002 film 'The
Legend of Bhagat Singh'. Furthermore, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav Urmila and Bhagyashree will be making a beautiful
rangoli on the sets of 'DID Super Moms'. 'DID Super Moms' airs
on Saturday and Sunday at 9 pm on Zee TV.

‘Yeh Dil Mannge More’
Well if you are looking for a show which blends the emotion of
bravery, love for the country and romance then Ektaa R
Kapoor's new series 'Yeh Dil Mannge More' can be a good
option. It is about the life and families of the soldiers who fight
at the borders to protect our nation from external forces. The
show brings out the flavour of patriotism and it features Akshay
Mhatre as Major and Twinkle Patel as an Army doctor in the
lead. The story will revolve around the both and how they fall in
love with each other. 'Yeh Dil Mannge More' is starting from

August 15 at 8 pm on DD National.

‘Superstar Singer 2’
To match up with the flavour of patriotism on this 75th
Independence day, the singing reality show will bring an
'Independence Day Special' episode in which judges, captains
and contestants will be giving tribute to the nation with the ren-
dition of some beautiful patriotic songs. In fact there will be
honourable personalities from the Indian defence forces and

their families who will be sharing some stories from their lives.
Judged by Javed Ali, Alka Yagnik, Himesh Reshammiya and host-
ed by Aditya Narayan, the singing reality show airs every week-
end at 8 pm on Sony Entertainment Television.

‘Mighty Little Bheem: I Love Taj Mahal’
This animated special is best for the kids and those who are
thinking of enjoying the flavour of patriotism in a much lighter
way. This series follows the adventures of Bheem, as he visits
one of the seven wonders of the world, Taj Mahal, with his fam-
ily and makes a new friend. He helps her in finding her lost

teddy bear. The series explores the diversity of our country
through animation and music. Directed by Rajiv Chilaka, the
series is streaming on Netflix.

‘Rocket Boys’
Another series that the view-
ers can watch out for this
Independence day is 'Rocket
Boys' which spans three
decades (1940-60) in the his-
tory of our country. It is the
story of three scientists: Dr
Homi J. Bhabha, the architect
of India's Nuclear Programme,
Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, univer-
sally acknowledged as the
Father of the Indian Space
Programme and Dr. A.P.J
Abdul Kalam, the pioneer of
modern Indian aerospace and
nuclear technology. Directed
by Abhay Pannu, the series features Jim Sarbh and Ishwak
Singh along with Regina Cassandra. It is available on Sony liv.

‘Women Fighter Pilots’
This is a story of women empowerment and strength. A two-
part series that showcases the story of three women fighter
pilots- Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh.
They became the first women fighter pilots of India and set a
milestone. It streams on discovery+.

‘Code M’

The second season of the thriller drama 'Code M' is one of the
series that syncs well with the mood of patriotism and brings
out the colours of Independence. Jennifer Winget is seen repris-
ing her role of Major Monica. The series focuses on corruption
at various levels in the system. So, it touches on a very relevant
topic that makes it a must watch. Alongside Jennifer, Tanuj
Virwani and Swanand Kirkire will also be seen returning to
'Code M - Season 2' in key roles. Helmed by Akshay Choubey,
'Code M - Season 2' is all set to stream on ALT Balaji after
releasing on Voot.

LISTEN
‘Boots Belts Berets’

Apart from watching TV and OTT shows, you can also listen to
this audio show written by Tanushree Podder and narrated by
Abhishek Banerjee. It is a story of youth getting trained at
National Defence Academy and their life full of adventure,
ambition and tough challenges. You can listen to it on Audible.

‘Commander Karan Saxena’
Based on author Amit Khan's 'Commander Karan Saxena' novel
series, this audio show features Bollywood star Sonu Sood in
and as Commander Karan Saxena. Directed by Mantra Mugdh,
this is a story of a secret agent who is fighting with the enemies
of the nation. Swaroopa Ghosh, Raj Zutshi, Joy Fernandes, Kabir
Sadanand, Micky Makhija, Ashwin Mushran, Shahnawaz
Pradhan, Sanjeev Jotangia, Mir Sarwar, Sanket Mhatre, Rajesh
Kava, Pooja Punjabi, Rasika Agashe, Aseem Hattangady, Trishna
Mukherjee, Dhanveer Singh and others are also part of it. It is
launching on August 15 on Spotify.

‘Yoddha Season 2’
Created and narrated by Neelesh Misra, this 20-episode series
takes the listeners through the lives of the Indian Army, Navy,
Air Force, Police Force and how they fought bravely against all
odds for our country and people. The stories are based on real-
life defense personnel.

I-Day special: From TV serials and web series
to audio shows, here's all that you can watch

A
s India prepares to celebrate 75 years of its Independence, audiences are
naturally enthusiastic about celebrating the occasion. What better way

to go about doing this than watching and listening to one's favourite shows,
webseries and audiobooks with family and friends. Here is a list of TV
shows, web series and audio shows that you can enjoy on this Independence
Day 'Swaraj-Bharat Ke Swatantrata Sangram Ki Samagra Gatha'. The 75-
episode series is about the history of India's freedom struggle and lesser
known stories about Indian history from the year 1498 when Vaasco da
Gama first reached India to 1947 when the country attained Independence.

The show is starting from August 14 at 9 pm on DD National.

K
areena Kapoor Khan's over-the-top Poo
from 'Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham' is one

of the most memorable and loved roles from
the actress's career. The Bollywood diva her-
self finds it unbelievable that even after 21
years of the film's release the character is still
relevant amongst all age-groups. Kareena's
character Poo is not only known for her taste
in fashion but also one liners such as "Kaun
hai yeh jisne dobara mudke mujhe nahi
dekha", 'P.H.A.T - Pretty, Hot And Tempting'
and "Tumhe koi haq nahi banta ki tum itni
khoobsurat lago. Not fair" among many oth-
ers. Asked if she feels that Poo deserves a
movie to herself, Kareena, in conversation
with IANS, said: "Oh God! Like I think now
this character is so relevant with this genera-
tion more than it was then."

Kareena talks about what makes the char-
acter, which comes from Chandni Chowk in
New Delhi and then moves to London with her
sister essayed by Kajol and brother-in-law
played by Shah Rukh Khan, have such a mas-
sive fan following. "I think for the way she is,
the way she talks, the kind of millennial Gen-
Z kinda words that she uses connect some-
how." The 41-year-old actress added: "So, I
think it is because of that more than anything
else. Let's see a film someday, who knows."
Kareena's latest release is 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' starring Aamir Khan. The film is an
adaptation of Tom Hanks' iconic movie 'Forest
Gump'. It also stars Mona Singh and Naga
Chaitanya.

Kareena
opens up
on her
iconic
character
Poo, and
having her
own
movie

Anupama ties Rakhi
to Akshay Kumar 

TT his Sunday on 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar', witness Rupali

Ganguly, aka 'Anupama', as she
ties a 'Rakhi' on ‘Khiladiyon ke
Khiladi’ Akshay Kumar. Star Plus is
gearing up for the celebration of
Raksha Bandhan with Akshay
Kumar gracing the show with the
team of his latest film of the same
name. Rupali Ganguly, who plays
the iconic and titular role of
'Anupama', will be seen tying a
'Rakhi' on Mr. Khiladi, Akshay
Kumar himself. They have known
each other for a long time, and
'Ravivaar with Star Parivaar' gave
them a chance to reconnect again
with a special occasion such as the
celebration of 'Raksha Bandhan'.
The brotherly bond gets rekindled
after years as Rupali Ganguly talks
about her first meeting with
Akshay Kumar and more. Rupali
Ganguly on tying 'Rakhi' to Akshay
Kumar, "Akshay and me go way
back. He is my Rakhi-brother. We
lost touch for a while when he
became such a big personality. It
gets a bit awkward after a while. It
was back in 1992 when I started

tying 'Rakhi' to him, and in 2022 I
got to see him again and tie anoth-
er 'Rakhi' all thanks to Star Plus
and 'Ravivaar with Star Parivaar'!"
There are many great things
awaiting fans of 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar' on this week's
Bollywood special episode. The
decades of 80s and 90s will com-
pete against each other to win the
grand prize, while showing great
sportsmanship amidst 'Khiladi No.
1', Akshay Kumar. We are curious
to see Rupali Ganguly and Akshay
Kumar's 'Rakhi' bond on our tele-
vision screens.
TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree  aabboouutt
''RRaavviivvaaaarr  wwiitthh  SSttaarr  PPaarriivvaaaarr''
eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88  PPMM,,  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr
PPlluuss!!
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Bengaluru, Aug 14 (PTI):

Seasoned striker Sunil
Chhetri on Sunday ad-
vised fellow players to con-
tinue giving their best on
the pitch and not worry
about FIFA’s threat of sus-
pension on Indian football.

Earlier this month,
world football governing
body FIFA had threatened
to suspend the AIFF and
strip off its right to host
the women’s U-17 World
Cup in October due to a
third party “influence”,
the warning coming just
days after the Supreme
Court’s directive to hold
elections of the national
federation. The SC-ap-
pointed Committee of
Administrators (CoA) has
since, though, started the
electoral process. The elec-
tions are slated for August
28. “I’ve spoken to the boys
and my advice is to not
give it too much attention
because it is out of your
control,” Chhetri said dur-
ing a virtual media inter-
action organised by his
club Bengaluru FC in the
build-up to the new sea-
son. “People who are in-
volved are doing their best
to make sure that we are
going to come out with the

best results possible.
“Everyone is working
hard towards it. As far as
players are concerned we
are going to make sure
that we do our work prop-
erly. “We have to make
sure you better yourself as
a player. Whenever you get
an opportunity to repre-

sent your club or your
country, put your best foot
forward. “All other verti-
cals in the AIFF are trying
to fix as much as possible
to make sure that they
come out with flying
colours,” he said. India is
to host the FIFA women’s
U-17 World Cup from

October 11-30 and the
Union Cabinet last month
approved the Signing of
Guarantees for hosting the
women’s age group show-
piece in Bhubaneswar,
Goa and Mumbai.

The Durand Cup will
kick off the season in
Kolkata on August 16 and
Bengaluru FC will take on
Jamshedpur FC on the
second day of the tourna-
ment.

Having won every major
national title since the
team came into existence
in 2013, the Blues will be
desperate to add the miss-
ing Durand Cup to their
trophy cabinet.

For Chhetri too, it’s
“very, very special” as he
also has not won the oldest
football competition in
Asia, whose 131st edition
will be held this year.

“It’s very, very special. It
is one of the oldest tourna-
ments which in itself is
very big. But more so for
me. As a club we have not
won and individually I’ve
not won the Durand Cup.

“I’ve been fortunate to
win a lot of tournaments,
almost all the tourna-
ments that one can in
India, and the Durand Cup
is missing.

Don’t pay too much attention: Chhetri
tells players on FIFA ban threat

Milan, Aug 14 (AP):

It took Romelu Lukaku
just 82 seconds to mark his
return to Inter Milan with
a goal. But it was Denzel
Dumfries who decided the
game with a stoppage-time
winner to see Inter snatch
a 2-1 victory at newly-pro-
moted Lecce on Saturday,
just as the Nerazzurri ap-
peared to be heading for a
surprise draw.

“It’s a victory that we
wanted with our hearts,
the team believed right
until the end,” Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

“Objectively though, a
team like ours should have
finished it off earlier, espe-
cially as we scored in the
first minute.

“We had a great spirit
but we have to analyze
why we were reduced to
wining at the last second.”

AC Milan also got off to
a winning start as it
opened its defense of the
league title with a 4-2 tru-
imph over Udinese albeit
with the help of a contro-
versial penalty.

Inter brought back
Lukaku on loan this off-
season, a year after he left
to join Chelsea shortly
after firing the Nerazzurri
to the Serie A title.

Coincidentally, Lukaku
kicked off his second stint
at Inter at the same team
he faced on his first debut
when he scored in a 4-0
win three years ago.

And it took the Belgium
forward less than two min-
utes to reopen his Inter ac-
count. Federico Dimarco
floated in a cross from the
left and Matteo Darmian

nodded it back across goal
for Lukaku to head in
from close range.

Unlike in Lukaku’s first
debut, however, there was
to be no capitulation from
Lecce. And the home side
levelled shortly after the
break when Federico Di
Francesco fed Assan
Ceesay for an angled drive
into the far bottom corner.

Lecce almost took a sur-
prise lead on the hour
mark but Inter goalkeeper
Samir Handanovic did
well to parry Kristijan
Bistrovic’s fierce free kick.

It was all Inter after that,
though. Dumfries saw a
header come off the post,
while Lukaku had a goal
ruled out for a foul in the
buildup.

Lukaku swiftly opens Inter
account in 2-1 win at Lecce

Inter Milan’s Belgian forward Romelu Lukaku (R) challenges Lecce’s French defender
Valentin Gendrey during the Italian Serie A football match between Lecce and Inter
at the Via del Mare Ettore-Giardiniero stadium in Lecce.

Toronto, Aug 14 (AP):

Two-time champion
Simona Halep of
Romania advanced to the
National Bank Open’s
final, beating Jessica
Pegula of the United
States 2-6 6-3 6-4.

Halep will face Brazil’s
Beatriz Haddad Maia, a 6-
4 7-6 (7) winner over 14th-
seeded Karolina Pliskova
of the Czech Republic in
the night semifinal.

Halep smashed a racket
on the hard court at
Sobeys Stadium after she
missed a return late in the
third set. “The fire is
back,” Halep said.

“It’s a good sign if I do
that. It looks like I’m fight-
ing. It helps me some-
times. I don’t know if it’s
always good or not, but it
helps me.” The 15th-seed-
ed Halep won the tourna-
ment in Montreal in 2016
and 2018. Pegula was seed-
ed seventh.

Haddad Maia reached
her first WTA Masters
event final. In June, she
won consecutive grass-

court events in
Nottingham and
Birmingham in England
for her first two tour ti-
tles. “I just try to breathe

a little bit more. I try to
calm down and think
about what I need to do
and not what I’m experi-
encing,” Haddad Maia

said. “I try to play every
point and think about the
next shot. She beat top-
ranked Iga Swiatek in the
round of 16.

“I don’t think about,
Oh, I’m here playing
against No. 1 in the world
in a big stage in a 1000
WTA,’ because otherwise
I wouldn’t be able to play,”
Haddad Maia said

Halep won the
Melbourne Summer Set 1
to open the season for her
23rd title, and first since
since 2020. She began
working with coach
Patrick Mouratoglou in
April and said he has
rekindled her passion for
tennis, pointing to train-
ing sessions at his tennis
school in the French
Riviera. “The person next
to us, Patrick, he brought
it,” said Halep, gesturing
toward Mouratoglou.
“The vibe from the acade-
my gave me the energy. To
see all those kids fighting
every day to touch the
dream that they have. I
felt that I still can do it. I
still have it inside my-
self.”

2-time champ Simona Halep
advances to Toronto final

Paris, Aug 14 (AP):

Neymar and Paris
Saint-Germain’s high-
powered attack put on an-
other impressive display
in a 5-2 win over
Montpellier in the French
league as Kylian Mbappe
opened his account but
missed a penalty in his re-
turn from a groin injury.

Neymar scored twice on
Saturday to take his tally
to three goals in two
league games for the de-
fending champion on a
night when Lionel Messi
was held scoreless.

The Brazil striker was
also PSG’s best player in
preseason friendlies as he
looks to find his peak form
for the World Cup in
Qatar, which starts in
November.

PSG also netted five
goals in its league opener
and Montpellier opted for
a low defensive block to
deny space for the hosts.

But the pressure was
too much for center back
Falaye Sacko, who divert-
ed Mbappe’s off-target
shot into his own net in
the 39th minute. Sacko

then handled the ball in
the 42nd when Lionel
Messi juggled the ball on a
dribbling run. Neymar
wrongfooted Jonas Omlin
to convert the subsequent
penalty for a 2-0 lead.

PSG capitalized on an-
other blunder to add a
third goal in the 51st.
Mbappe blocked Omlin’s
pass and found Achraf
Hakimi, whose deflected
cross was headed home by
Neymar. Far from his best

level, Mbappe still found
the net with a flick from a
corner in the 69th.

“(Mbappe) is a competi-
tor, he wants to be good,
and he wants to be good
quickly,” PSG coach
Christophe Galtier told
Canal Plus.

“He needs a bit of time
to be 100 percent fit. He
will make even more dif-
ference when he will be
100 percent fit.” In his PSG
debut, Portugal midfielder

Renato Sanches rounded
off the scoring with a
first-time effort in the
88th.

Omlin pulled off some
outstanding saves to frus-
trate PSG for more than 30
minutes. The Swiss goal-
keeper saved a penalty
from Mbappe in the 23rd
after Jordan Ferri had
handled the ball. He then
turned around the post a
curling free kick from
Messi in the 26th.

Neymar nets 2 as PSG beats
Montpellier 5-2 in French league

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI):

Indian athletes ex-
pressed their elation at
being honoured by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for their superlative show-
ing at Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
with Nikhat Zareen gifting
him her boxing gloves and
sprinter Hima Das giving
the traditional Assamese
gamocha.

Modi, on Saturday, host-
ed the Indian contingent at
his residence to felicitate
the players. The Indian

athletes produced a sensa-
tional show in
Birmingham, claiming 61
medals, including 22 gold,
16 silver and 23 bronze.

“Honoured to gift the
boxing gloves signed by all
the pugilists to our hon-
ourable Prime Minister
@narendramodi sir.
Thank you for this amaz-
ing opportunity. A great
day spent with my fellow
athletes who have made
the country proud,”
Nikhat tweeted. The star
boxer, world champi-
onship gold medallist, won

the yellow metal in her
weight category at the
Games. Hima wrote on her
Twitter handle, “Elated to
receive blessings from our
honourable Prime
Minister - Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji, by virtue of
Commonwealth Games
2022. Fortunate to have
presented him with our
traditional gamcha,
wrapped with immense
gratitude from all of
Assam.” Champion
weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu, who won the gold
medal without breaking a

sweat, a year after her his-
toric silver at the Tokyo
Olympics, thanked the PM
for his words of encour-
agement. “Honoured to
meet & interact with our
Honourable Prime
Minister @narendramodi

Sir. Thank you so much
sir for all your support &
encouragement. Jai
Hind,” Chanu said.

The golden period of
Indian sports is knocking
on the door, said the prime
minister as he hailed the
fine show of the Indian
contingent.

“Thank You Sir for spar-
ing your valuable time and
inviting us over to your
residence. It was like al-
ways a delight to speak
with you,” wrote shuttler
Chirag Shetty on the mi-
croblogging site.

His young badminton
colleague Lakshya Sen,
who won the men’s singles
title in spectacular fash-
ion, too expressed his grat-
itude at being honoured by
the PM. “What a great day
for all the Athletes #grati-
tude. Thank you so much
Sir for appreciating our
hard work and for your
words of encouragement.
We are all very grateful for
your support.

Nikhat gifts PM Modi boxing gloves

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  1144  ((PPTTII)):: India’s
star shuttler P V Sindhu on
Saturday pulled out of the
upcoming BWF World
Championships owing to a stress
fracture on her left foot. In a
statement which she shared on
Twitter, the double Olympic
medallist confirmed that she will
be missing the 2022 World
Championships. Sindhu has won
the World Championships gold
in 2019, along with two silver
medals and two bronze. “While I
am on the high of winning a gold
medal at the CWG for India.
Unfortunately, I have to pull out
of the world championships. I
felt pain and there was an injury
scare at the quarter-finals of the
CWG, but with the help of my
coach, physio and trainer, I

decided to push as far as I
could,” Sindhu said in the state-
ment. “The pain was unbearable
during and post the finals.
Hence I rushed for an MRI as
soon as I got back to Hyderabad.
The doctors confirmed a stress
fracture on my left foot and rec-
ommended rest for a few weeks.
I should be back to training in a
few weeks. Thank you all for
your support and love,” she
added. The World
Championships will be held in
Tokyo from August 21 till August
28. Sindhu has won the gold
medal in the women’s singles
event at the recently-concluded
Commonwealth Games and
revealed that she had been play-
ing through pain at the multi-
sport extravaganza.

Sindhu pulls out of 
World Championships owing

to stress fracture

New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI):

Vinesh Phogat said she
nearly quit wrestling after
failing a second time to
win a medal at the
Olympics in Tokyo before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s pep talk rejuvenat-
ed her to continue.

While a knee injury in
the quarterfinals dashed
her hopes in 2016 Rio
Olympics, Vinesh again
crashed out in the last
eight stage in Tokyo, de-
spite entering her weight
category as the world No.1.

Vinesh admitted that
the two disappointments
pushed her to the brink of
quitting wrestling, long
before she reinvented her-

self with a gold medal at
the just-concluded
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

“Definitely, you can say
that (Vinesh 2.0 reloaded).
I have managed to cross a
big mental barrier. I al-
most gave up wrestling be-
cause in two Olympics I
couldn’t win a medal.
Olympics is the biggest
stage for an athlete. But
my family always backed
me, they always trust in
my abilities,” the star
wrestler told PTI.

“When I was low, I met
Modi ji (Narendra Modi)
and he gave me motiva-
tion. He said ‘we trust you
and you can do it’. That
reignited the spark in me.”

I almost decided to quit wrestling
after Tokyo, says Vinesh

IIT alumni donate Rs 3 cr for
enhancing research capabilities
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

The class of 1978 from
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
has donated Rs 3 crore to
their alma mater for en-
hancing research capabili-
ties, officials said. The
funding will be utilised to
create "Prakash
Endowment" in memory
of Prakash Krishna-
swamy, from the 1978
batch of the institute who
later went to the Kansas
State University in the
United States of America
(USA).

The Prakash
Endowment will award
the "Prakash Externship"
that would fund young fac-
ulty members from IIT
Madras to pursue research
in the best laboratories
across the world for a few
months. According to
Mahesh Panchagnula,
Dean (Alumni and
Corporate Relations), IIT
Madras, said, the class of
1978 has been engaged
with IIT Madras for a long
time. "We are grateful for
this latest contribution
that shows their love for
their alma mater," he said.

‘World looks towards India 
for managing diversity’

Mumbai, Aug 14 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on
Sunday said the whole
world looks towards India
for managing diversity.
Speaking at a function on
'Bharat@2047: My Vision
My Action' in Nagpur city
of Maharashtra, Bhagwat
also said an "Akhand
Bharat" will happen when
people stop being scared.

"The world points at
India when it comes to
managing diversity effi-
ciently. The world is full of
contradictions but manag-
ing dualities will only
come from India, he said.
Bhagwat said there have
been many historical
events which were never
told to us nor taught in a

proper way. For instance,
the place where Sanskrit
grammar was born is not
in India. Did we ever ask a
question why? he said.

"It is chiefly because we
first forgot our own wis-
dom and knowledge and
later the land was con-
quered by foreign invaders
who mainly came from
north west region," he
said. We unnecessarily
gave importance to caste
and other similar struc-
tures," Bhagwat said.

The systems which were
formed for work were used
to create differences be-
tween people and commu-
nities, he said. We do have
small differences in lan-
guage, dress, cultures, but
we need to have a mind
that will see the big pic-
ture and not get stuck into

these things, the RSS chief
said. "If we want Bharat to
become big, we should un-
derstand that all lan-
guages in the country are
national languages, people
from various castes are
mine, we need to have
such affection, he said. He
said "why should we be
afraid when we talk about

Akhand Bharat."
People wonder when

will it happen. "It will hap-
pen when we stop being
scared. What was there
will happen again. But we
will need to become that
Bharat and dream about
that Bharat," he said.
Bhagwat also emphasised
on knowing what is
Bharat.

He said Bharat gives the
entire world the mantra of
unity and non-violence. At
the same time, Bharat can
forgive and punish also.
The RSS chief further
said that in the modern
world, Germany became
powerful and Hitler was
born. When America be-
came powerful,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
(atomic bombings) hap-
pened.

"Now when China is get-
ting a little powerful, we
can see what is happening
across the world. But
when India is powerful, it
uses its powers to save the
world. India is the wor-
shipper of non-violence
and not a worshipper of
weakness," he said.

Speaking on the impor-
tance of the country's
Constitution and citizen
discipline, he said there is
a system and a
Constitution made by rep-
resentatives selected by
people. "The Constitution
should be followed proper-
ly. The Constitution is so
generous there is already a
system in it for amend-
ments. We all should faith-
fully obey the Constitution
and laws which have been
made," he said.
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RWAs urged to collect dishevelled flags
New Delhi, Aug 14 (PTI): 

An apex body of resi-
dent welfare associations
in the national capital
has asked housing soci-
eties to collect dishev-
elled national flags and
store them with dignity.

The United Residents
Joint Action of Delhi
said that it has tied up
with an NGO named
Chintan to dispose the
Tiranga in an appropri-
ate, respectful way.

"As we hoist the
Tiranga from our homes,
we must also keep in
mind that this is no ordi-
nary flag. Many of our

flags will fade, tear, look
soiled or dishevelled and
their colours bleed over
time. Based on the Flag
Code of India, these
should not be displayed
anymore as respect to the
flag," it said.

Urging every RWA to
collect the used Tiranga,
it said that if possible, it
should be folded and
wrapped in paper or
cloth, and stored in a pile.

"When most of the
flags are thus collected in
the RWA office over a
month, then you may call
9205192511 from 9 am to 6
pm, Monday to Saturday,
for scheduling a pick up.

Chintan will fix a date
and a time slot, pick
these up free of cost and
share the information
with URJA," it added.

The flags will be finally
given to the MCD which
is already disposing off
the flags as per law.
"Alternatively, the RWA
may run a collection
drive and call Chintan
the next day, if there is no
storage space," it added.

The government had
launched a host of pro-
grammes, including 'Har
Ghar Tiranga', in the run
up to the 75th anniver-
sary of the independ-
ence.

TTeerrrroorr  mmoodduullee  bbuusstteedd  :: CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  AAuugg  1144  ((PPTTII))::  Ahead of Independence Day, the Punjab Police on
Sunday claimed to have busted a Pakistan ISI-backed terror module and arrested four persons. Police
said they were asked to strike before independence day to disturb peace and harmony in the country.


