
Deadline 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The deadline
for registration for the
Joint Entrance Exam
(JEE)-Advanced for
admission to IITs has been
extended till Friday 8 pm,
IIT Bombay announced.
IIT Bombay, which is con-
ducting the crucial exami-
nation this year, also said
this is the final deadline
and there will be no
extension thereafter.

Shot dead 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  A migrant work-
er from Bihar was shot
dead by terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Bandipora district, police
said on Friday. The attack
took place around mid-
night, they said. “During
intervening night, #ter-
rorists fired upon &
injured one outside
#labourer Mohd Amrez
S/O Mohd Jalil R/O
Madhepura Besarh
#Bihar at Soadnara
Sumbal, #Bandipora,”
the Kashmir Zone Police
said on Twitter.

Protest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A group of
people who are HIV posi-
tive have been protesting
outside the National AIDS
Control Organisation
(NACO) office here for
the past 20 days alleging
shortage of certain anti-
retroviral (ARV) drugs
even as the government
maintains there is no
scarcity at the state or
national level.

Revamp 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  With viewer-
ship remaining stagnant,
public broadcaster
Doordarshan has
embarked on a revamp,
particularly of its enter-
tainment channels with a
strong message of patriot-
ism. In a bid to chronicle
the lesser known tales of
India’s freedom struggle,
Doordarshan will telecast a
75-episode mega serial
‘Swaraj - Bharat ke
Swatantrata Sangram ki
Samagra Gatha’ from
August 14 in Hindi on the
DD National channel,
Mayank Agrawal, the Chief
Executive Officer of Prasar
Bharti told reporters here.

Debarred 
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd::  A Class 12
student has been
debarred from appearing
for the Gujarat Secondary
and Higher Secondary
Education Board (GSH-
SEB) examinations for a
year after he apparently
tried to bribe the examin-
er by sticking a Rs 500
note inside his answer
sheet, an official 
said on Friday. 

I-DAY SPIRIT

Artists perform during a Tiranga Yatra, organized as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of India’s independence, at the Red Fort in New Delhi, Friday. 
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BRIEF

NDRF personnel evacuate a
patient from a flood-affected

area following monsoon
rains, in Chandrapur district,

Friday.
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New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

Ahead of Independence
Day, the Delhi Police recov-
ered over 2,200 live car-
tridges near Anand Vihar
Inter State Bus Terminal
and arrested six people in
this connection, officials
said on Friday.

The accused have been
identified as Ajmal (20),
Rashid alias Lallan (20)
and Saddam, all residents
of Jaunpur in Uttar
Pradesh, Parikshit Negi, a
native of Dehradun in
Uttarakhand, Kamran
from Delhi, and Nasir, a
resident of Roorki in
Uttarakhand, they said.

According to Additional
Commissioner of Police
(Eastern Range) Vikramjit

Singh, prima facie, the ac-
cused appear to be part of
a criminal network but he
said terror angle is also
being probed.

“A total of 2,251 live car-
tridges have been recov-
ered. At around 6.30 pm on
August 6, we received in-
formation from an auto-
rickshaw driver who in-
formed us that he had
spotted two persons near
Anand Vihar ISBT carry-
ing heavy bags.

“Police...intercepted
them, checked their bag
and recovered the live car-
tridges that included vari-
ous types of imported am-
munition,” Singh said.

The two men were iden-
tified as Ajmal Khan and
Rashid. They were booked
under Arms Act, and dur-
ing investigation, they re-

vealed that they had re-
ceived the ammunition
from a person in
Dehradun in Uttarakhand
and it was to be delivered
in Lucknow, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(east) Priyanka Kashyap
said.

Khan and Rashid had
previously delivered simi-
lar consignments at least
four times, she said.

On the basis of informa-
tion gathered, a team was
sent to Lucknow and
Jaunpur in Uttar Pradesh
to nab the other members
of the syndicate, who were
supposed to receive the
consignment. The team
raided several places and
nabbed one Saddam from
Jaunpur, the DCP said.

Another team was sent
to Dehradun to find the

source of the illegal am-
munition. Police scanned
CCTV cameras around the
location where the con-
signment was exchanged,
she said.

Later, police identified
Negi, who runs a gun
house in Dehradun. He
was arrested during a
raid. During interroga-
tion, he disclosed that he
had procured the ammuni-
tion from several gun
houses in Uttarakhand as
well as other sources, she
said.

Negi used to manipulate
documents pertaining to
his gun house and pass on
the ammunition to the
other accused. He has sup-
plied thousands of car-
tridges to the same syndi-
cate at different places, the
DCP said.

Mumbai, Aug 12 (PTI): 

The RBI on Friday is-
sued fresh instruc-
tions barring recov-
ery agents from re-

sorting to intimidation of
borrowers as well as call-
ing them before 8 am and
after 7 pm.

While issuing additional
instructions to regulated
entities including banks,
NBFCs and ARCs, Reserve
Bank (RBI) said it has ob-
served that recovery
agents are deviating from
its instructions with re-
gard to the recovery of
loans.

“It is advised that the
REs (regulated entities)
shall strictly ensure that
they or their agents do not
resort to intimidation or
harassment of any kind,

either verbal or physical,
against any person in
their debt collection ef-
forts,” ?the ?RBI said in a
notification.

It also asked them not to
send inappropriate mes-
sages to them in any form,
make threatening or
anonymous calls besides
not calling the borrower
before 8 am and after 7 pm
for recovery of overdue
loans, or make false and
misleading representa-
tions. RBI has issued
guidelines from time to
time as part of the Fair
Practices Code (FPC), and
has already advised REs
that they should not resort
to intimidation or harass-
ment of their borrowers,
calling them on phone at
odd hours in their debt col-
lection efforts, among oth-

ers. The banking regulator
said it took into account
certain recent develop-
ments including growing
incidences of unaccept-
able practices followed by
RAs (recovery agents) to
issue these additional in-
structions to REs.

These additions have ex-
tended the scope of guide-
lines while limiting the
hours for calling borrow-
ers on phone for recovery
of overdue loans. RBI said
these instructions will be
applicable to all commer-
cial banks (including re-
gional rural banks),
Cooperative Banks, Non-
Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs),
Asset Reconstruction
Companies (ARCs) and all
India financial institu-
tions.

Dantewada, Aug 12: 

A suspected Naxalite
carrying a reward of Rs 5
lakh on his head was
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Dantewada district on
Friday, a senior official
said. The skirmish took
place around 4 pm in a for-
est surrounding Etepal vil-
lage under Katekalyan po-
lice station limits when a
team of police’s District
Reserve Guard was out on
an anti-Naxal operation,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

After the exchange of
fire stopped, the body of
Madvi Kosa, a member of
the Naxalites’ Katekalyan
area committee, was re-
covered from the spot, he

said. As many as 17 cases
related to Maoist incidents
were registered against
Kosa,” the IG added.

A search operation was
underway in the nearby
areas, he added.

Janjgir, Aug 12 (PTI): 

A video has surfaced
showing a group of people
thrashing a cow with
sticks and throwing it off
a bridge into a flooded
river in Janjgir-Champa
district, prompting the po-
lice to arrest five men on
Friday, officials said.

As the video went rival,
the police swung into ac-
tion and arrested five men,
who are allegedly seen in
the video, on animal cruel-
ty charges, they said.

The incident, apparent-
ly triggered by damage to
crops caused by the ani-
mal, took place on August
10 evening in Lalmati vil-
lage under Hasaud police
station limits of the dis-
trict and its video surfaced

on Thursday, police said.
In the video, a group of

around a dozen people are
seen harassing a cow with
its head covered with a
sack on the bridge. Some
of them are seen hitting
the animal with sticks.
They then throw the cow
alive from the bridge into
the flooded river.

Based on a complaint of
cattle owner Shiv Kumar
Sahu, a resident of nearby
Bhedikona village, a case
was registered against ac-
cused, said Yogesh Patel,
Station House Officer
(SHO), Hasaud police sta-
tion.

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Friday said it has attached
Rs 370 crore worth de-
posits — invested in bank,
payment gateway and
crypto accounts — of a
Bengaluru-based “shell”
company incorporated by
two Chinese nationals
who left the country in
2020.

The federal agency
froze the funds after it
raided the premises of the
company, Yellow Tune
Technologies Pvt. Ltd, lo-
cated in Karnataka’s capi-
tal city over three days,
starting August 8.

The agency stumbled
upon the alleged illegal ac-
tivities of the company

during its ongoing money
laundering probe against
some dubious smart-
phone-based loan lending
apps which are stated to
be “backed by” Chinese
funds. These apps, accord-
ing to the ED, soon shut
shop and “diverted” their
profits.

“While doing fund trail
investigation, ED found
that deposits to the tune of
Rs 370 crore were deposit-
ed by 23 entities, including
accused NBFCs (non-
banking financial compa-
nies) and their fintech
companies into the wal-
lets of Yellow Tune
Technologies Private
Limited held with crypto
exchange Flipvolt
Technologies Private
Limited.”

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,  AAuugg  1122
((PPTTII)):: Former Kerala Minister
and ruling LDF MLA K T Jaleel
on Friday courted a huge con-
troversy by describing Jammu
and Kashmir as “Indian adheena
Jammu and Kashmir” (India
occupied Jammu and Kashmir)
and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
as “Azad Kashmir.” Jaleel made
the remarks in a Facebook post
regarding his visit to Kashmir.
In the post written in

Malayalam, the Kerala MLA said
“the part of Kashmir annexed to
Pakistan was known as ‘Azad
Kashmir’ and it was an area
where the Pakistan government
does not have direct control.”
Jaleel, who was a minister in the
previous CPI(M)-led LDF gov-
ernment, said “Indian adheena
Jammu and Kashmir” (India
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir)
consists of parts of Jammu,
Kashmir Valley and Ladakh.”

Idukki (Ker), Aug 12 (PTI): 

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Friday said man-
aging human-elephant
conflict is a major focus of
the government of India,
which believes that no
conservation effort is suc-
cessful without the partic-
ipation and cooperation of
local communities.

Terming the increasing
human-elephant conflicts
as a sensitive issue, he
said on an average 500 peo-
ple are killed annually by
jumbos and about 100 ele-
phants are killed in retali-
ation by people in the
country.

The minister made the
remarks at the World
Elephant Day celebrations
at the Periyar National
Park here.

“Managing human-ele-
phant conflict is a major
focus of the Indian gov-
ernment. Reaching out to
the families of the victims
affected by elephants, the
Centre has increased the
ex-gratia from Rs 2 lakh to
Rs 5 lakh. To find a long-
term solution, we are re-
visiting the elephant cor-
ridors of the country and

have finished more than
50 per cent of the task in-
volving key stakeholders
in this endeavour,” he
said.

Noting that elephant
conservation in the coun-
try has done remarkably
well despite many chal-
lenges, he said India con-
tinues to be a leader in en-
suring protection to the
largest mammal under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

India has the largest
and the most stable popu-
lation of Asian elephants,
the minister said, adding
that the country houses
more than 60 per cent of
wild Asian elephants.

The population of ele-
phants was 29,964 as
recorded in the last ele-
phant census conducted
in 2017, he said.

Rajnandgaon/Balod,
Aug 12: An elderly
woman and two other per-
sons were killed in sepa-
rate incidents of attack by
wild elephants in
Chhattisgarh, officials
said on Friday.

While two men were
trampled to death in
Mohla area of
Rajnandgaon district, the
woman was killed in a
similar incident in neigh-
bouring Balod district,
they said. All three inci-
dents took place on
Thursday. A herd of more
than 20 elephants entered
Bhainsbod village in
Mohla area adjoining
Maharashtra and de-
stroyed three houses be-
fore charging towards a
man, identified as Santlal
Mandavi (37), a local forest

official said. The man died
on the spot in the attack,
he added. Another man,
Rambharose (45), of the
same village went inside
the jungle in the evening
despite being warned. He
was trampled to death by
the same herd of ele-
phants, he said.

Later, the herd moved to-
wards nearby Piparkhar
village where it destroyed
a mud house, he said.

Soon after being alerted
about the incidents, forest
officials rushed there and
sent the bodies for post-
mortem, he said, adding
that villagers in the area
have been advised not to
venture into the forest.

A team of forest person-
nel have been tracking the
movement of the herd, he
said.

15 CBI officers get
Union Home

Minister’s medal 
New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI):
The CBI officers who
probed the Justice SN
Shukla corruption case,
booked a retired railway
officer in connection
with Rs 50 lakh bribe,
and arrested Navy offi-
cers in a corruption case,
are among 15 personnel
of the agency awarded
the Union Home
Minister’s Medal for
Excellence in
Investigation, officials
said.

Among the winners of
the prestigious medal is
Deputy SP Surender
Kumar Rohilla posted in
AC-II wing of the agency,
who booked former
Allahabad High Court
judge SN Shukla in a cor-
ruption case for allegedly
favouring a private med-
ical college.

‘Managing human-elephant 
conflict major focus of Central govt’

Bhupender Yadav

Elderly woman among 
three killed in separate elephant

attack incidents

CONTROVERSIAL STATEMENT

Kerala MLA describes 
J&K as India Occupied J&K

Naxalite killed 
in encounter 

About the incident
The skirmish took place
around 4 pm in a forest sur-
rounding Etepal village
under Katekalyan police sta-
tion limits when a team of
police’s District Reserve
Guard was out on an anti-
Naxal operation. After the
exchange of fire stopped,
the body of Madvi Kosa, a
member of the Naxalites’
Katekalyan area committee,
was recovered from the
spot. He carried a reward of
Rs 5 lakh on his head.

Five held for hitting cow,
throwing it off bridge 

Preliminary investigation
As per preliminary investigation, Shiv Kumar Sahu’s cattle had
earlier entered agriculture farms of the accused and damaged
the standing crops. On Wednesday, when the accused spotted
the cow near their farm, they allegedly harassed it.

Action taken
Acting on the complaint, the
police arrested five persons,
two of them aged 18 and 19,
and efforts were on to trace
the other accused seen in
the video.The accused were
booked under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) section 429 (mis-
chief by killing or maiming
cattle), provisions of the
Chhattisgarh Agricultural
Cattle Preservation Act and
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act.
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TERROR ANGLE

Police recovers over 2,200 live cartridges
Ahead of I-Day

 Six arrested

PMLA CASE

‘ED attaches Rs 370 cr worth
deposits including crypto assets’



Collector distributes tricolor
among officers and employees

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1122:: On Friday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena distrib-
uted the tricolor among the officers
and employees of the Collectorate
under the 'Har Ghar Tiranga" cam-
paign. During this event, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi and District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini Devangan,
Joint Collector Praveen Kumar
Verma, SDM Jageshwar Kaushal
and other officers were present. 

On this occasion, the Collector
also interacted with the officers and

employees. The officials and work-
ers stated that this year there is a
lot of enthusiasm for hoisting the
tricolour in the house. They all have
decided to hoist the tricolor in their
houses. The Collector said that
Independence Day is a holy day for
the entire nation. If the tricolor is
hoisted in all the houses on this day,
the enthusiasm of the festival will
increase even more. He said that all
of you should not only hoist the tri-
color in your house, but also inspire
your neighbours and well-wishers to
hoist the tricolor in their homes. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12: "Shades of
yellow stimulates our little
ones with happiness ener-
gy and optimism " The Pre-
Primary wing of MGM
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 6, celebrated Yellow
Colour Day on Friday. The
motive of celebrating this
day was to make the chil-
dren aware of yellow
colour its significance and
to develop fine motor skills
in the students.

They spent the day with
utmost enjoyment. Yellow
the colour of wisdom and
intellectual energy had a
positive influence on our
tiny tots. Along with yellow
day pre-primary wing cele-
brated Independence Day,

Janmashtami and
Rakshabandhan. "The
bond between a sister and a
brother sometimes tightly
woven sometimes loosely
held but never broken."
Children came with rakhis
and sweets to celebrate the
festival of Rakshabandhan.

Janmashtami is celebrated
as a symbol of the end of
darkness and rooting out of
the evil forces. Children
came dressed up in the cos-
tume of Lord Krishna and
Radha. The premises was
beautifully decorated with
balloons, swings and also

matkas, which was broken
by the children to enhance
the importance of the festi-
val. Students and teachers
came dressed up in 
yellow colour.

Like every year this year
also children celebrated
Independence Day with
great joy and pomp.
Children came in the attire
of famous freedom fighters
like Bhagat Singh, Jhansi
ki Rani, Chandrashekhar
Azad etc. A small hand-
made craft souvenir and
toffees were handed over to
each students as a re-
minder of yellow day cele-
bration. The children had a
wonderful time and the cel-
ebration gave them the op-
portunity for a practical
learning experience.

Notice served to 
construction agency for
delay in works at SAGES

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School Sector 6 on Friday.
During the inspection, the
Commissioner has direct-
ed to issue notices to the
agency regarding delay in
construction work and
slow pace of work.

He instructed the offi-
cers to get the work com-
pleted at the earliest. He
said that along with speed-
ing up the construction,
the quality must be main-
tained. He inspected the
entire campus along with
the concerned officers.

Zone Commissioner NR
Ratnesh, Executive
Engineer Sunil Dubey
and Deputy Engineer
Shweta Maheshwar were
present. A badminton
court, basketball and vol-
leyball ground are being
prepared in the SAGES,
Sector 6 where children
will get the benefit of
sports activities along
with studies.

The Municipal
Commissioner said that
the school construction
work should be completed
at the earliest. Many in-
ternal works can be com-
pleted even during the
rains.

With the initiative of
MLA Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, build-
ing renovation, construc-
tion, sports facilities and
other necessary works are
being done on a war foot-
ing with the constant
monitoring of Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar in three gov-
ernment English medium
schools in Bhilai.

At Sector 6 School, roof
maintenance at a cost of
80 lakhs, construction of
three additional rooms,
basketball court, volley-
ball court, badminton
court, painting work,
front view, entrance, light-
ing, wall art, land filling
and levelling, gardening,
landscaping and other
works are being done.

At Khamaria school,
boundary wall, entrance,
parking lot and other
works are being done at a
cost of about 60 lakhs. He
instructed the officers
that the work should be
completed within the stip-
ulated time frame.

For this, the zone com-
missioner and the con-
cerned engineer should
monitor it regularly. The
Commissioner also in-
spected the parking space
being built at the Civic
Center and directed to pay
special attention to the
quality along with the
progress in the work.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12: Under the
guidance of IG Indraj
Singh (BSF Frontier
Headquarters, Special
Operations), a cycle rally
and Har Ghar Tiranga
programme was organised
on Friday under the Azadi
ka Amriti Mahotsava.

BSF Frontier
H e a d q u a r t e r s
C o m m a n d a n t

(Communications) Ratan
Lal Bagadia and
C o m m a n d a n t
(Administration) ND
Maao flagged off the cycle
rally. About 50 BSF offi-
cers, subordinate officers
and jawans as well as 150
students of Sharda
Vidyalaya participated in
the cycle rally. Holding the
national flag, more than
200 cyclists moved across
Shivaji Square, Risali,

Krishna Talkies Road and
Rajiv Gandhi Square to
reach the concluding point
at BSF Frontier
Headquarters in Risali.

Border Security Force
is enthusiastically organ-
ising the Har Ghar
Tiranga programme in
its areas of deployment.
They are distributing the
national flag among vil-
lagers and are encourag-
ing them to hoist the flag

at their homes.
Along with counter in-

surgency operations,
BSF is committed for
safety and protection of
common people. On the
occasion, the BSF offi-
cers / jawans as well as
students pledged to make
the "Har Ghar Tiranga"
programme successful
and celebrate the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsava
with patriotic fervour.

DSCET organises poster making competition
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12: The stu-
dents and staff of Dev
Sanskriti College of
Education and Technology
(DSCET) are actively par-
ticipating in the 'Har Ghar
Tiranga - Ghar Ghar
Tiranga' campaign. They
are organising various
events to create public
awareness about this cam-
paign. During the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsava, the stu-
dents expressed patriotism
by making posters. They
conveyed the message of
respecting the National
Flag and protecting it.
College Director Jyoti
Sharma and Principal
Kuber Gurupanch judged
the poster making and best
practices competition
which was organised by the
Department of Education

of the college.
Pranjali Yadav (BEd,

Third Semester) won the
first prize; Heena Dhiwar
(BEd, Third Semester) got
the second prize,
Hiteshwari Sen (BEd,
Third Semester) got the
third prize while Mamta
Thakur (BEd, Third
Semester) got the consola-
tion prize in poster making
competition. Mamta
Thakur got first prize,

Lileshwari Sahu got second
prize, Lukeshwari stood at
third position and Karuna
Sonkar got the consolation
prize in best practices com-
petition. All the HoDs and
students were present dur-
ing the programme. The
Director, Principal and
Manager of the college
have greeted and encour-
aged the students.

The participants de-
scribed the design of the

National Flag adopted by
the Constituent Assembly
of India on 22 July 1947 as a
symbol of strength,
courage, peace and pros-
perity. Hence, every citizen
should take inspiration
from the National Flag and
work in the interests of the
nation. The Director and
Principal gave away the
certificates among the win-
ners, informed Programme
I/c Vandana Kosre.

Mismanagement at SAGES Nagpura; Principal asked to show cause
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12:
Laboratory material has
been provided to Swami
Atmanand Government
English School (SAGES),
Nagpura but it has not
been arranged yet. Along
with this, there is apathy
for taking innovative
steps at the school.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena expressed
ire on the concerned staff
and directed to issue a no-
tice to the Principal.

The Collector said that
appreciable work is being
done in other Swami
Atmanand schools of the
district. Principals are
taking innovative steps
and are trying to make
their institution beautiful
and improve the quality.
But any such effort was
not seen in Nagpura.

The Collector asked the

teachers about the
problems. The
teachers replied
that the boy's toilet
has been broken by
unknown people
and the school is
also suffering from
mosquito menace.
The Collector in-
structed the RES of-
ficers to get the toi-
lets repaired.

Along with this,
he instructed to im-
prove the drainage
and spray insecti-
cides in the water-
logged pits. The Collector
also inspected the school
campus and expressed
displeasure on poor
housekeeping and cleanli-
ness. He asked the educa-
tion officers to ensure
proper arrangements in
the school.

Apart from the staff, he
asked the officials to sub-

mit a proposal regarding
the requirement of other
resources. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan, SDM Mukesh
Rawate, CEO Lavkesh
Dhruv and other officers
were present.

Collector also inspect-
ed the Anganwadi cen-
ters. He asked the worker

at the Anganwadi center
in Borai about the prob-
lems. The worker in-
formed that often snakes
enter the centre. The
worker stated that they
have to carefully check
the centre before opening
it for children.

Collector asked the
RES officials to take nec-

essary measures for elim-
inating the threat of
snakes. Along with im-
proving the drainage of
the building, he instruct-
ed to increase its height.
The Collector also in-
spected the number five
Anganwadi center of
Rasmada and found that
there were no children.

The worker informed
that five children had
come and had returned
back. On this, the
Collector instructed them
to keep the children in the
Anganwadi center for the
prescribed period, pro-
vide food to them and con-
duct activities for physi-
cal as well as mental de-

v e l o p m e n t .
Providing food is not
the only responsibil-
ity. He directed to
issue notices to the
workers and super-
visors of this aan-
ganwadi.

The Collector
oversaw the progress
of vaccination in
Rasmada and Borai.
He asked the local
staff to visit every
house and encour-
age people for vacci-
nation. The goal of
the booster dose is to

achieve strong immunity
among people against co-
rona. The Collector also
witnessed the construc-
tion of a new PHC build-
ing in Rasmada and gave
instructions to ensure
quality construction.

Collector visited the
gauthans in Damoda and
Borai. He directed to start

six livelihood oriented ac-
tivities compulsorily in
all Gauthans. Along with
this, he also saw the bari
in Ganiyari. The crop of
Jimikand has been plant-
ed here. Collector in-
structed to expand it to
seven acres and also
asked to plant papaya and
banana. CEO Devangan
said that hard fish should
be put in the daubris as
their chances of survival
are high.

Collector also visited
the handloom center in
Nagapura and interacted
with the women workers.
The women said that they
earn an income of six
thousand rupees every
month. In view of the
scope of expansion, the
Collector also gave in-
structions to prepare a
proposal to build an addi-
tional hall and to expand
the capacity.
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Notice issued to supervisor and worker of Rasmada Anganwadi 

Under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga-Ghar Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

Har Ghar Tiranga: BSF takes out cycle rally 

St Thomas College 
Bhilai organises 

Induction Programme 

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1122::  Induction Program
for newly admitted students was
organised in St Thomas College
Bhilai was organized on Friday in
college conference hall. The Chief
Guest of this programme was Dr
Aruna Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Yadav Vishva-vidyalaya,
Durg. First of all, Principal of the
college Dr MG Roymon congratulat-
ed to all newly admitted students
and their parents and said that St
Thomas College, Bhilai is creating
new mile stones right from its be-
ginning in the year 1984. The Vice
Chairman also congratulated to all
newly admitted students and said
that you have selected one of the
best colleges of Hemchand Yadav
Vishvavidyalaya, Durg and you will
see the positive impact of your se-
lection in the coming years. HG Dr
Joseph Mar Dionysius Manager
Bishop St Thomas College Bhilai
also congratulated the newly ad-

mitted students and gave his bless-
ings to all students. During the pro-
gram 47 merit holders including 8
Gold Medalists of the year 2020
were awarded with certificates and
memento by the chief guest. Along
with this, students of Kala Pratibha
and Sports representatives of col-
lege were also felicitated by the
guests. Bhawani Verma one of the
staff member of St Thomas
College, Bhilai who served the col-
lege for 27 years on his retirement
he was awarded with certificate
and memento. The programme was
conducted by Dr V Shanti, Head,
Dept of Microbiology and
Biotechnology and Dr Susan R
Abraham, Head, Dept of
Management Studies and Vote of
Thanks was proposed by Dr Aparna
Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Dept of
Economics. On this occasion
Administrator of the College Rev Fr
Dr Joshi Varghese, Heads of all de-
partments other faculties and staff
members were present. 

For Newly admitted students

Yellow Colour Day celebrated in MGM School Sector-06

PBIV celebrates Rakshabandhan &
initiates Har Ghar Tiranga campaign

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 12:
Prajapita Brahmakumari
Ishwariya Vishwa
Vidyalaya (PBIV) ob-
served the festival of
Raksha Bandhan as the
festival of holiness, at
Peace Auditorium, Sector
7. The Bhilai Seva
Kendra's director Brahma
Kumari Asha Didi ex-
plained the spiritual
meaning of
Rakshabandhan where

Tilak is symbol of spiritu-
al condition, Rakhi is a
symbol of protection from
impurity, demerits etc and
sweets are the symbol of
always forgetting old
things and speak sweet af-
fectionate words.

Under the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence, with the
beginning of the Har
Ghar Tiranga, divinity
program with the tricolor
will be conducted in
Odisha, Rajasthan, Indore

zone including
Chhattisgarh from August
11 to August 18 till Shri
Krishna Janamastami,
where after hoisting the
tricolor, everyone will
practice special Raja Yoga
from 19:00 hrs to 7:30 hrs
with the resolve to make
India a golden India.

BK Asha didi wished
everyone a happy raksha-
bandhan by reading the
letter from the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Headquarters Mount Abu

from the chief administra-
tor of the institution, Dadi
Ratna Mohini. She also
showed the Rakhi sent by
Dadi to everyone.

On this occasion, emi-
nent citizens from all sec-
tions of the society includ-
ing BSF Chief
Commandant Ashok
Thakur were tied Rakhi
with a call to make Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign
divine with their pure
thoughts and to make
India a golden India.
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Raksha Bandhan with
Prerna Ashram inmates

Raipur, Aug 12: As like
previous years, Congress
leader and PISF Chairman
Nitin Bhansali for the 12th
year in continuation cele-
brated Rakhi with visually
challenged inmates of

Prerna Ashram Hirapur.
He took pledge for protect-
ing them and also wish for
their happiness, health
and long life while spend-
ing some quality time with
them.

Adani Foundation benefits more than 1500 families

Raikheda, Aug 12: As per
instructions by the World
Health Organisation
(WHO), first week of
August is celebrated as
World Breast Feeding day
all over the world. On this
occasion, Adani
Foundation organised
awareness programme
near the villages of Raipur
Energen Limited on Aug 9.
From Aug 1-7, more than
1500 female and family
members benefitted in-
cluding pregnant women,
expected mothers and the
women with children upto
five years by the ‘Suposhan

Sanginis’ along with
Anganbadi centres in
Gram Rakhedra,
Bhatapara, Gitara,
Chicholi and Gourkheda.
This seven-day pro-
gramme began by carry-
ing out awareness rally by
the Anganbadi centres and
‘Suphoshan Sanginis’.
Thereafter in the entire
week variety of pro-
grammes were organised
on importance of breast

feeding and its utility in
child’s growth. In this the
‘Suposhan Sanginis’ re-
moved the doubts and mis-
conceptions related to
breast feeding and cited
about its importance,
apart from the way to hold
a child during breast feed-
ing, Kangaroo Mother
Care, and on cleanliness
and sanitation and other
related issues.

With objective to create

awareness among all sec-
tions of the society, fo-
cused group discussions,
family consultation and
male members of the fami-
ly were administered
pledge to extend help to
women during breast feed-
ing period. During this
programme ‘Annaprashan’
programme of 60 newly
born children from five vil-
lages was also organised
and out of which 18 chil-

dren won the award of
‘healthy baby’. For preg-
nant women and those
with children, competi-
tions on how to decorate a
‘thali’ with healthy food,
wall writing and others
were oragnised. In this
more than 60 women took
part in the ‘Healthy Thali’
competition and out of
which 18 won the award.

In this fortnight long
progarmme, more than 200
breast feeding mothers,
pregnant women and their
husbands and 30 young
girls took part. In Gram
Chicholi, Hemanth
Bandhe, husband of Kirti
Bandhe and Pankaj
Verma, husband of
Roshini Verma of Garm
Bhatapara took a pledge to
extend helping hand to
their family for good
health of their child and
mother.

It is notable here that
Adani Foundation is car-
rying out programmes re-
lated to health, education,

livelihood, protection and
infrastructure develop-
ment in 14 Gram
Panchayats. It is for last
two years that the
Company is running
‘Suphoshan Project’ along
with Anganabadis in tehse
villages.Under this the
‘Suposhan Sanginis’ are
carrying out measurement
of height, weight, Mid-
Upper Arm Circumference
(MUAC), Head circumfer-
ence (HC) of newly born
children upto 5 yrs using
Anthropomatric unit and
give consultancy to medi-
um and severely mal-nour-
ished children. Apart from
this they also help in
preparing a kitchen gar-
den andn ‘Poshan Vatika’
to ensure regular supply of
fruits, healthy vegetable
and others to pregnant
women and newly born
children so as to get all
healthy nutrients required
for good growth of child
and good health of their
mothers.

Minister Bhedia appeals
people to hoist national flag 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 12: Women
and Child Development
and Social Welfare
Minister Mrs Anila
Bhedia has appealed to the
people of the state to make
the ‘Humar Tiranga
Abhiyan’ a success by
hoisting the national flag
in their homes, institu-
tions and shops during the
Independence Week being
celebrated from August 11
to 17.

Bhedia has said that on
August 15, 2022, 75 years of
the country’s independ-
ence are going to be com-
pleted. On this occasion
the whole of India is cele-
brating the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav. To make
this glorious occasion
memorable and to further

strengthen the patriotic
spirit in the public mind,
Independence Week is
being celebrated from
August 11 to August 17.

Bhedia said that
‘Hamar Tiranga’ cam-
paign is being run in
Chhattisgarh under the
leadership of Chief
Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel. We all should
hoist the national flag in
our homes, institutions,
offices, panchayats and
Gauthans also. Tricolor is
a symbol of our national
pride, lakh of people have
sacrificed their life for its
honour, so hoist the tricol-
or with pride, with full re-
spect. Make ‘Humar
Tiranga’ campaign a suc-
cess. She said that all the
people of the state should
give a message of unity by
putting a special tricolor
with DP frame in their
profile photo made for the
independence week.

CAIT CG Chapter distributes national
flag to the trade organisations

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 12:
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
Senior National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
Chairman Mangelal
Malu, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, Working President
Vikram Singhdeo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, General
Secretary Surinder
Singh, Working
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge
Sanjay Choubey said that
CAIT CG Chapter distrib-
uted the tiranga to the
trade organizations
under the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga Har Dukan
Tiranga’ program under
the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

CAIT CG Chapter,
State President Jitendra
Doshi and State General
Secretary Surinder Singh
informed that CAIT CG
Chapter distributed the
tricolor to the trade or-
ganisations under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga Har

Dukan’ Tiranga program
under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav. He fur-
ther said that the Indian
Flag Code was amended,
after which any citizen
can now hoist the flag on
any day. National flag
should be made of hand
spun and woven woolen,
cotton, silk or khadi.

But now the govern-
ment has amended it.
That is, now the national
flag made of polyester

and machine can also be
used. Every citizen of the
country is feeling proud,
in this nectar festival of
independence, they are
now getting the opportu-
nity to hoist the tricolor.
CAIT CG Chapter appeals
to all the trade organisa-
tions of the country that
under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, every
house, tricolor, every
shop, under the tricolor
program, must put the

tricolor in their homes
and shops from August 13
to 15.

CAIT CG Officials and
office bearers of various
trade organisations were
mainly present in the tri-
color distribution by
Amar Gidwani, Jitendra
Doshi, Vikram Singhdeo,
Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Mahesh
Jethani, Avneet Singh
Pushkar Agrawal and
other traders.

Bhojli festival an integral part
of the culture, tradition: Uikey

Raipur, Aug 12:
Governor Anusuiya
Uikey on Thursday at-
tended the National
Bhojli Festival organised
by Gondi Dharma
Sanskritik Sanrakshan
Samiti on the occasion of
Sawan Purnima at
Balbir Singh Juneja
Indoor Stadium, Raipur.
On reaching the venue,
Governor Ms. Uikey was
accorded a warm wel-
come by performing tra-
ditional dance on the
beats of Nagara and
Mandar. During this, the
Governor prayed for the
happiness and prosperi-
ty of the state by offering
prayers to Bhojli Mata
and Badadev.

While addressing the
program, Governor
Uikey while congratulat-
ing the festival of Bhojli
and Rakshabandhan,
she said that today peo-
ple of tribal society from
different states of the
country have gathered
here on the occasion of
Bhojli. Celebrating the

festival in unison with
such a large number of
people shows how im-
portant is the Bhojli fes-
tival in the tribal society.
Describing the tradition
of celebrating Bhojli fes-
tival and the activities
organized during this
time, the Governor said
that people wish green-
ery and good harvest
from Bhojli Mata.

She said that apart
from Chhattisgarh, the
followers of Gondi reli-
gion have also participat-
ed in the form of repre-
sentatives from states
like Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar, West
Bengal etc. Involvement
of people from different

states not only increases
the joy of the festival,
along with, in spite of ge-
ographical distances, in-
timate relations are
formed and cultural
prosperity also comes.

Governor Uikey said
that it is a matter of
pride for the tribal com-
munity that a tribal
woman is holding the
highest position of the
country, who will inspire
the society to move for-
ward and they will be
aware of their rights.
During this, she greeted
everyone on the upcom-
ing Independence Day
and showed her respect
towards other
Jannayaks including
Veer Gundadhur,
Shaheed Veer Narayan

Singh, Birsa Munda,
Rani Durgavati, the
fighters of the tribal so-
ciety who contributed to
the country’s independ-
ence.

The Governor ex-
pressed respect to the na-
tion by waving the na-
tional flag to make the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign organized under
Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav a success and
also called upon the peo-
ple to put up the national
flag in every house.
During this, former min-
ister and current MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal,
RMC Mayor Ejaz Dhebar
also addressed the pro-
gram and wished Bhojli
and Rakshabandhan.
The members of Gondi
Dharma Sanskritik
Sanrakshan Samiti hon-
uored the Governor cum
guests by presenting
them mementos. On this
occasion, former
Minister  Mahesh
Gagda, Gondwana
Gurudev  Durgebhagat
Jagat and Mata
D u r g e d u l e s h w a r i ,
Samiti’s Pranta
Sanrakshan Siya
Mandavi and Regional
Convenor  Lachhan
Markam were present.

Through variety of
prog in week-long
World Breast
Feeding Week from
Aug 1-7

With help of
‘Suposhan Sanginis’
and Anganbadis

In their homes and
institutions

Governor partici-
pates in the
National Bhojli
Festival

Under the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga Har Dukan
Tiranga’ programme 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AAuugg  1122::  A one-day
National Seminar was organ-
ized On August 12, 2022, at 11
am by the Department of
Anthropology and Tribal
Development of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) under the
joint aegis of Indira Gandhi
National Center for the Arts,
New Delhi, on the occasion of
Partition Horrors Memorial
Day under the celebration of
75 years of Independence.
The program organized in the
Silver Jubilee Auditorium
started with lighting the lamp
and offering flowers to the
statues of Maa Saraswati and
Baba Ghasidas ji. 

The members of the Tarang
band gave an enchanting per-
formance of Saraswati
Vandana and Kulgeet. At the

beginning of the seminar,
tributes were paid to the
immortal sacrifice of lakhs of
martyrs during partition. The
guests on stage were wel-
comed with small saplings.
The Co-coordinator of the
national seminar, Dr.
Ghanshyam Dubey, Assistant
Professor, Department of
History, gave the welcome
address. Coordinator Dr.
Neelkanth Panigrahi, Head of
Department, Department of
Anthropology and Tribal
Development explicated the
topic.

In his presidential address,
the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said that
the perverted mentality and
ambitions of some people
gave rise to the horror of par-

tition of India. The politics of
a handful of people drew the
lines of division and killed
lakhs of people. Such people
do not deserve to be called
human beings in a civilized
society. There is no religion
greater than humanity and no
wealth greater than human
values. Humanity, values
??and culture ??can build a
strong individual, a strong
society, a strong nation.

In the Partition of 1947,
many families lost everything
but they had the values ??of
culture ??and humanity
which have kept all those
heroic sacrifices in our mem-
ory. Wars are going on in
many parts of the world but
we need to introspect to build
a better society and nation so
that we can take lessons from

the horrors of partition and
move ahead in life keeping
the religion of humanity para-
mount. In the seminar, the
Vice-Chancellor also recited a
poem on the Memorial Day of
Horrors of Partition - today
again I am reminded of a let-
ter written with the blood of
innocent people. Those who
used to eat vows to protect
the country, those very peo-
ple have torn the chests of
their loved ones. Some trees
are broken, numerous are the
broken houses, what a doom
they all together have
wreaked. Those who have no
knowledge of faith have
become rulers of religion,
what kind of charity is this?

Dr. Omji Upadhyay,
Director (Research and
Administration), ICHR, New

Delhi, who joined through vir-
tual medium said that we
have to study and discuss to
understand the tragic pain
and horror of Partition. We
have to meet the people and
family members of people of
that era and understand their
pain. He said that at the Amrit
Mahotsaval of Independence,
we should bow to those who
sacrificed, those who have
suffered the pain of partition.
The nation or society which
does not take lessons from its
history and does not remem-
ber it, it perishes. To make the
nation strong, we have to
keep its unity and integrity
intact. Special guest,
Nagendra Vashistha,
Intellectual Head, Central
Zone, Jabalpur, joined
through virtual medium and
said that instead of remem-
bering the people responsible
for the horrors of Partition,
we should remember those
people who helped in making
the nation safe. Weak nation
does not get any place, we
should try to make the nation
socially strong. Learning from
the mistakes made in history,
we have to maintain social
harmony and mutual love and
brotherhood.

Special guest Dr. Abha
Rupendra Pal Retired
Professor, Department of

History, Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Raipur said
that the real pain of Partition
was that those who killed oth-
ers were none other than their
own people. Earlier, foreign-
ers did atrocities on Indians
but this tragedy was created
by their own. She turned the
pages of history and exposed
the mistreatment of women
and children during that peri-
od. Many poets and writers
have also written about the
horrors of Partition in their
articles.

In the seminar, Santram
Jethwani, a member of the
family who had suffered from
the horrors of partition, was
honored by the guests on
stage. A photo exhibition on
the horrors of partition was
inaugurated by the Vice-
Chancellor. It contains pic-
tures and messages of various
incidents, displacement and
tragedy during Partition. At
the end of the program, the
Registrar, Suraj Kumar Meher
proposed a vote of thanks and
Dr. Sonia Sthapak, Assistant
Professor Education
Department conducted the
event. The guests were wel-
comed by presenting memen-
tos. On this occasion, the
Deans, Heads of Departments,
teachers and students of vari-
ous schools participated.

Ambitions gave wounds of horror of 
partition of India: Prof Chakrawal

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1122::  The HNLU
Career Development Conclave
2022 is set to organise its sec-
ond panel discussion on the
theme “The Path to a Career in
Academia” on 13thof August,
2022. In this session, the open-
ing remarks will be given by
Prof. (Dr) V.C. Vivekanandan,
Vice-Chancellor, HNLU Raipur.
The keynote address will be
delivered by Prof.(Dr) Sudhir
Krishnaswamy, Vice-Chancellor
NLSIU, Bangalore.

The opening session shall be

followed by a panel discussion
and host the esteemed panel
consisting of Prof. (Dr.)
UmakanthVarottil, Associate
Professor at National University
of Singapore, Dr.Sujitha
Subramanian, Associate Head
of the Department at School of
Law and Social Justice,
University of Liverpool and Prof.
(Dr.) Prabhash Ranjan,
Professor and Vice Dean
(Continuing Education), OP.
Jindal Global University.

For more details about HNLU
Career Development Conclave
visit at:
h t t p s : / / h n l u . a c . i n /n e ws -
events/career-development-
conclave-2022/

Panel discussion on ‘The Path
to a Career in Academia’
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JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  1122::  As per call
from the party headquarters
and instructions of PCC, Bastar
DCC (urban) started 'Azadi ki
Gaurav Yatra' on occasion of the
75th anniversary of
Independence from Aug 9. On
the second day, participants
reached Markel 1 through vari-
ous gram panchayats viz.
Amaguda, Bamhani, Jeera,
Kumhali Markel 2, Sivanaguda,
Hazariguda, Koppaguda and
Khutpadar. Despite rain the vil-
lagers accorded a grand wel-
come to all the members of
'Padyatra' at various places
with lot of enthusiasm. 

They also offered prayers at
various religious places mid-
way during the padyatra and
sought blessings, for happiness
and prosperity of all in state. In
the padyatra, chocolates were
distributed to the children and
due respect to the elderly in the
villages at various places.  The
leaders and workers distributed
brochures carrying history of

the country's Independence,
and the welfare schemes of the
Bhupesh government to the
general people. The crowd
gathering at various chowks
and intersections was ad-
dressed by the Congress lead-
ers. The programme in-charge
MLA Rekhchand Jain informed

that, on the second day of the
'Gaurav Yatra' of independence
they started with Gandhi
Bhajan and holding the tricolor
in their hand. This padyatra will
continue till August 14 in all 90
assembly constituencies of the
state.  Congmen in 'Padyatra'
are interacting with the public

mid-way about this 'Azaadi ki
Gaurav Yatra' and are giving in-
formation about the achieve-
ments and schemes of the state
government and arealso listen-
ing to the problems of the vil-
lagers and other people.  The
participants of 'Yatra' are mov-
ing ahead after paying obei-

sance at religious and visiting
social and historical places.
Congress officials are taking out
the Gaurav Yatra by holding
chaupal on the streets and
squares of the villages. 

Through this a message is
being sent to the people to re-
member about the sacrifices of
our great freedom fighters in
the country's freedom struggle.
Along with maintaining brother-
hood in the country, a campaign
is being run to hoist the tricolor
in every house taking it as pride
of the country and with due re-
spect to the national flag. In this
'Padyatra', DCC and BCC dis-
trict and block Presidents, its
office bearers, Seva Dal, Youth
Congress, Mahila Congress,
NSUI and other cells,
Department of Congress,
trained members of social
media, Municipal Corporation,
three-tier Panchayat and all the
elected representatives of the
cooperative sector and senior
Congressmen and workers in-
cluding villagers were present
in large numbers.
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Pandaria, Aug 12: For
the last two days, all the
rivers and streams of the
area are in spate and due
to the flood in Harinala of
the city on Thursday, the
flood water was falling in
National Highway num-
ber 130A from the city, due
to which the Kawardha-
Bilaspur road was
blocked from Thursday af-

ternoon.
On Thursday, due to the

festival of Raksha
Bandhan, the movement
of people was high, but
people had to return or
take the help of other
rural roads including
Dhobaghatti, Kunda,
Ghoghara-Pandarai.

Every year the road is
blocked due to the bridge
of Harinala being over
flowing, but no effort is

being made by the govern-
ment to raise the level of
the bridge. Meanwhile
due to persistent rains,
vegetable crops were de-
stroyed and more than
two dozen villages includ-
ing Khairjhiti,
Ladangpur, Dhobaghatti,
Padki, Domsara, Pendri
situated on the banks of
the river also were sub-
merged with crops and
fields getting destroyed.

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Aug 12:
The festival of
Rakshabandhan was
celebrated with great
pomp in village
Birkoni on Thursday
morning, wherein
sisters tied
Rakshasutra on the
wrists of their broth-
ers and sought bless-
ings for the safety of
themselves and the
family.

Dressed up in color-
ful clothes, sisters
wished for brother's
progress by tying
Rakhi on their wrists
and in return broth-
ers gave gifts to sisters
on this occasion and
took a pledge to pro-
tect them.

This festival of un-
broken love of broth-
er and sister, and the
bond of brother and
sister becomes pure
by the tying of thread
around the wrist a
token of love and 
devotion both.

Meanwhile due to
the Bhadra Paksha
Nakshatra, persisting
on the day,
priests were less 
visible.

Commissioner pays obeisance to Lord Shivrinarayan

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 12:
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang reached
Shivrinarayan on the aus-
picious occasion of
Rakshabandhan and of-

fered obeisance to Lord
Shivrinarayan. He was ac-
companied by Shri
Shivrinarayan Math
Peethadheeshwar and
Chairman Chhattisgarh
Gau Sewa Aayog
Rajeshree Mahant

Ramsundar Dasji Maharaj
and other officials.

Rajeshree Mahant made
him aware of the mytho-
logical and historical facts
of Shivrinarayan, and fe-
licitated the commission-
er. The Commissioner also

took stock of the rising
water level of Mahanadi.

In the program of his
Shivrinarayan arrival and
temple visit, the head of
the Math temple Shri
Sukhram Das ji, Jagdish
temple priest Shri Tyagi ji

Maharaj, district member
Kamlesh Singh, media in-
charge Nirmal Das
Vaishnav, Purendra Soni,
Harsh Dubey, Ganesh
Netam and officials of the
Police and administration
were present.

Approach road removed,
villagers relieved

Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Aug 12: On
August 10, Central
Chronicle published the
news that villagers are fac-
ing difficulties in traffic
due to flood situation in
Kundel bridge. Soon ADB
swung into action, the ap-
proach road on the side of
the bridge was removed
through JCB machine.

The water coming into
the bridge is being drained
fast. Due to the crossing of
the water from the ap-
proach road, now the
water is not coming in any
way in the main road of
the bridge. People are now

getting convenience in the
movement. It is notewor-
thy that the last two it
rained heavily for days,
due to which the bridge
was submerged. Due to the

potholes inside the road,
the water could not pass
out. The main reason for
the water coming in the
main road of the bridge
was the closure of the ap-

proach road and there is
no slope on the road. In
view of this problem, the
manager of ADB gave re-
lief by removing the ap-
proach road on August 11.

Central Chronicle
highlighted the
problem
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‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ campaign by CRPF 219th Battalion

Konta, Aug 12: On the oc-
casion of "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav" and "Har Ghar
Tiranga" campaign on
12/08/2022, Nitin Kumar,
under the guidance of
Commandant 219th CRPF
organised every house
tiranga in village-
Injaram. A rally was or-
ganized to strengthen the
sovereignty.

Neeraj Kumar Singh,
Second Commanding
Officer, Dr. Rahul R. ,
Senior Medical Officer,
Dr.S. Sneha, Medical
Officer 219 V CRPF and Dr.
Abdul Aziz, Medical
Officer sent to Field
Hospital, officers and
jawans of 219th CRPF and
children and villagers of
Injram's Primary School,
Middle School and Balak
Ashram participated en-
thusiastically.

During this program,
the villagers were told

about the importance of
the tiranga at every home
by Neeraj Kumar Singh,
2nd Commanding Officer,
219th CRPF and they were
encouraged to put up the
tiranga at their homes.
Along with this, the vil-
lagers and children were
inspired to love the coun-

try and end Naxalism.
At the end of the pro-

gram, all the villagers and
children were served re-
freshments by 219 V CRPF.
By organizing the pro-
gram, it is evident that
good relations are being
established between the
security forces and the

general public and the
confidence in the coun-
try's constitution is in-
creasing among the vil-
lagers. The villagers be-
lieve in maintaining the
unity, integrity, sovereign-
ty of the nation by boy-
cotting Naxalism and liv-
ing in peace.

Illegal liquor being sold in Bagaud 
Central Chronicle News

Anvari, Aug 12: Illegal
liquor, ganja sale is hap-
pening in village Bagaud
and as per resident
Chunendra Patel allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions on the issue of sale of
narcotics, is not ending
every day by the people's
representatives of the
Gram Panchayat.

Illegal substances like
liquor, ganja, are being
sold in the village openly
the villager alleged.
Sarpanch Meenakshi Sahu
says that a meeting was
also held in the village
against the selling of ganja
and illicit liquor and infor-
mation was also given to
the Kurud police station,

but till now no action has
been taken.

Deputy Sarpanch
Manish Chandrakar said
that incidents like assault
are happening in the vil-
lage every day, no initiative
is being taken by law to
stop such incidents, while
a complaint has been made
in Kurud police station re-

garding the sale of illegal
liquor and ganja, but till
now no one Appropriate
action has not been taken.
According to Kurud police
station TI they are pa-
trolling day by day, but till
now the ganja liquor sell-
ers have not been caught,
but very soon appropriate
action will be taken.

Rakshabandhan celebrated
with love and devotion

River and drains in spate
due to heavy rains

Festival of Rakshabandhan
celebrated with pomp

Central Chronicle News

Anvari, Aug 12: The festi-
val of Rakshabandhan
was celebrated with pomp
on Thursday in village
Anvari and elaborate
preparations were made
from house to house for
this festival, symbolizing
the love of sister-brother.

On Thursday morning
people took bath and wor-

shiped the deities after
which the sisters tied a
thread of protection on
the wrists of their broth-
ers and took a promise
from the brothers to sup-
port them in happiness
and sorrow till birth.

At the same time, broth-
ers also promised to keep
together by giving gifts to
their sisters. Thaneshwar
Sahu, a resident of
Anwari told that Raksha
Bandhan, the holy festival
of brother and sister, was
celebrated with pomp in
his village and on the occa-
sion of Rakhi Purnima,
since morning all the
devotees took bath and of-
fered prayers in the tem-
ples. Sister tied a thread of
protection on the wrist of
their brothers and took a
promise from the brothers
to support them in happi-
ness and sorrow from
birth to birth.

Villagers giving warm welcome to Cong ‘Padyatra’
Despite heavy rains in Bastar region
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Vijender to make new beginning
to his Pro boxing career

Raipur, Aug 12: Star
Indian boxer Vijender
Singh would be making a
fresh beginning to his pro
boxing career as he gears
up for his next fight
against the reigning na-
tional West Africa Boxing
Union champion, Ghana’s
Eliasu Sulley on August 17
at the Balbir Singh Juneja
Stadium in Raipur.

Talking to a news
agency, he said that he
does not want to carry the
baggage of last year’s
maiden defeat on the pro-
fessional circuit as he re-
turns to the ring on
Wednesday, saying I al-
ways fight like it’s my
first.

I always fight like it’s my
first fight. When I start
training I’m just like a
blank slate, I learn every-

thing again. I listen to
what my coaches tell me
and start over, the 2008
Beijing Olympics bronze
medalist said.

He further stated that

there is pressure to not
slip to another loss but I’m
confident because I have
my team around me, he
added. Sulley boasts of a
sparkling 100 per cent

knockout record in the
eight bouts that he has
competed in but the 2010
Asian Games gold medal-
list Indian is up for the
challenge.

We have a plan against
him. We have the strategy
to counter him. We have
analysed his fights, dis-
cussed what can be done.
We will take him no prob-
lem, said Vijender, oozing
confidence.

A sporting icon, when-
ever Vijender interacts
with young and upcoming
boxers in India, one is
guaranteed to hear
Vijender bhaiya inspired
us. Whenever boxers ask
for advice I tell them
‘whatever chance you get,
grab it. There is only one
life, there should not be re-
gret’.

Potholes popping up due to incessant rain being repaired

Raipur, Aug 13: The work
of filling the potholes on
the roads is being carried
out a war footing. Potholes
appearing due to incessant
rains for the past days
caused disruption in traf-
fic.

On the instructions of
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure, the staff of
National Highway
Authority has first filled
the big potholes on
Tatibandh road with metal
and morrum. The vehicu-
lar movement has become

easier due to the repair of
potholes on this road of
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
Tatibandh Over Bridge.
Apart from this, the situa-
tion of vehicular traffic on
the side roads of Durg,
Bilaspur and Raipur city
has also been improved.

Incessant rains for the
last three to four days led to
creation of huge potholes
which resulted in water

logging and heavy vehicu-
lar movement on the road
near under construction
Tatibandh over bridge in
the city. All these potholes
caused traffic jam on all
sides of the road and peo-
ple were also facing a lot of
problems. Mud covering
the road due to rain raised
a possibility of accidents.
Taking serious note of the
situation Collector Dr

Sarveshwar Bhure  direct-
ed the officials of the
National Highway
Authority to immediately
fill the potholes and make
the road commutable.

Following the strict in-
structions of Collector Dr
Bhure, the team of
National Highway
Authority worked day and
night on a war footing and
rolled the potholes of this
road by compressing it
with metal ballast and
Morrum. Reduction in rain
and little sunshine helped
the workers.

With the immediate re-
pair of the road and filling
of potholes, now vehicles
are plying smoothly on the
road from Tatibandh to
Sarona, Siltra, Kumhari
and Bhanpuri. The work of
filling the potholes caused
by rain on other roads of
the city is also being done
expeditiously on the in-
structions of the Collector
for public convenience.

BJP Chief Sao to be
accorded warm welcome

Raipur, Aug 12:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has geared up prepa-
rations to accord warm
welcome to the newly-ap-
pointed Chhattisgarh BJP
Unit President Arun Sao
on Saturday.

According to the infor-
mation received, the Lok
Sabha member from
Bilaspur Arun Sao who
has been entrusted with
key responsibility by the
party high command,
would be arriving on
Saturday afternoon from
New Delhi. After reaching
party office situated at
Ekatma Parishar from
Raipur Airport, he would
be participating in the
Tiranga Yatra from party
office to Jaistambh chowk.
Later, he would be assum-
ing office in the evening at
party headquarters situat-
ed at Kushabhau Thakre
premises in presence of
senior party leaders.

Sao would be holding a
press conference on
Sunday morning, before
leaving for his home-town
Bilaspur. Newly-appointed
BJP President Sao would
be welcomed at various
spots on Sunday morning
at Dharshiwa, Simga,

Nandghjat, Narayanpur
chowk, Sargaon, Bilha
turning, Nayapara Chowk,
Tifra chowk, Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk and Shyamaprasad
Mookherjee chowk before
reaching the Bilaspur BJP
Office.

Meanwhile, the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) too would
be taking out a motor cycle
rally to welcome the
newly-appointed BJP
President. Apart from
them, the various BJP
Mandal Units have started
preparations to welcome
him on his maiden arrival
after being entrusted with
the new responsibility of
Chhattisgarh BJP
President.

After participating in
the Tiranga Yatra, the BJP
chief would also offer flo-
ral tributes to Dr
Khoobchand Baghel at his
Navin Bazar statue as well
as to Chatrapati Shivaji at
Tatyapara Chowk and to
Mahatma Gandhi at his
statue near Azad Chowk
before assuming office at
party headquarters.

Selection trials for Body
Building on August 16

Raipur, Aug 12:
Chhattisgarh Body
Building Association
(CBBA) is organising a se-
lection trials on August 16 at
Vipra Bhawan Samta
colony to form team for the
70th National Fitness and
Body Builders
Championship to be held on

September 3 and 4 at
Bangalore.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement issued
here, the CBBA Secretary
Sanjay Sharma said that the
tournament would be held
in separate categories with
the total prize money being
Rs 3 lakh.

Transfer of Govt
employees from August

16 to September 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 12:
Chhattisgarh government
on Friday declared the
new Transfer Policy 2022
for the government em-
ployees here.

With the notification is-
sued here, the transfer of
government employees
can take place from
August 16 to September 10.
As per the new transfer
policy, the transfer of
Grade III and Grade IV
employees could be done

by the District Collector
on the recommendations
of Guardian Minister of
the District from August
16 to September 10.
District Collector would
ensure the transfer to be of
district level. A ceiling of
maximum 10% of total
staff could be transferred
for the Grade III and
Grade IV as per the policy.

It is notable that the
Cabinet sub-committee
had submitted the recom-
mendations to the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to take a final decision.
State government on
Friday evening declared
the new transfer policy.

Preparations for I-Day celebrations almost complete 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 12: The
preparations for the
Independence Day celebra-
tions in the capital Raipur
are almost complete. On
August 15, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will un-
furl the national flag at the
ceremony and take the
salute of the parade. A full

dress rehearsal will begin
at 8:30 am on August 13 to
test the preparations for
the ceremony. In this re-
hearsal at Police Parade
Ground, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure will
hoist the national flag and
take the salute of the pa-
rade.

The Collector has direct-
ed the departmental offi-
cers to ensure all the
preparations for the
Independence Day pro-
gram on time with mutual
coordination. The main
function of Independence
Day will be held on 15th
August at 9 am at Police
Parade Ground, Raipur. In
the scheduled program,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Badhel will take salute by
the contingents of police
and paramilitary forces

after hoisting the national
flag. The Chief Minister
will read his message for
the people of the state on
this occasion.

The programs to be or-
ganized on Independence
Day in all the offices in the
capital will be completed
before 8 am. All the office
heads will hoist the nation-
al flag in their respective
offices at 7.30 am and the
national anthem will be
played. On Independence
Day, flag hoisting and na-
tional anthem will be done
in the collectorate at 8 am
and district level prize dis-
tribution will be held.

The Collector told police
department officers to en-
sure arrangement of traf-
fic and parking at Police
Parade Ground, the venue
of main function. He told

the Raipur Municipal
Commissioner to ensure
arrangement of cleanli-
ness and drinking water at
the venue. Divisional
Forest Officer has been in-
structed to make arrange-
ment of barricading at the
venue. The District
Registrar has been told to
make arrangement of
baloons. Chhattisgarh
Electricity Board officers
have been told to ensure
uninterrupted power sup-
ply at the venue of the
function. Horticulture
Department officials were
told to make arrangement
of pots. Chief Medical and
Health Officer has been
told to make arrangement
of paramedical staff, medi-
cines, ambulance and
make other necessary
preparations on time.

Show cause notice to Dr Vishnu Dutt
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 12: A show
cause notice has been is-
sued to the Director
Medical Education Dr
Vishnu Dutt by the
Department of Medical
Education, Government
of Chhattisgarh.

It has been said that
the budget was made
available to CGMSC on
09 June 2022 for the pur-
chase of essential medi-

cines. No necessary ac-
tion was taken by Dr
Dutt in this regard at his
level. But action was
taken after the issuance
of letter from the gov-
ernment.

The department found
that Dr Dutt’s act
showed indifference and
selfishness towards his
work, which comes in
the category of miscon-
duct. The department in
its show cause notice

told Dr Dutt to provide
explanation in this re-
gard within 7 days. If his
explanation is not re-
ceived within the stipu-
lated time period, it will
be deemed that he has
nothing to say in this re-
gard and disciplinary ac-
tion will be taken
against him ex-parte as
per the Chhattisgarh
Civil Services
(Classification Control
and Appeal) Rules, 1966.

Three police personnel of Chhattisgarh get Union Home
Minister’s Medal for Excellence in Investigation

Raipur, Aug 12: Three po-
lice personnel of
Chhattisgarh have been
selected for Union Home
Minister’s Medal for
Excellence in
Investigation. The central
government on Friday an-
nounced list of police per-
sonnel across the country
for this award.

The three police person-
nel of Chhattisgarh select-

ed for the medal are
Additional SP Rajendra
Jaiswal, Inspector Dinesh
Yadav and Sub Inspector
Divya Sharma.

These medals are given
to officers for better inves-
tigation. Rajendra Jaiswal
worked in investigation of
many criminal cases and
one terror funding case
whereas Divya Sharma
did better investigation in

crimes against girls.
Dinesh Yadav is also being
given this medal for com-
pleting the investigation
on time.

Established in 2018, this
honour aimed to encour-
age high standards in
crime investigations and
recognise the “Excellence
in Investigation” delivered
by police personnel in
their work.

CREDAI Property Expo-2022 to be organised from August 26 to 28

Raipur, Aug 12:
Chhattisgarh CREDAI is
once again going to organ-
ise its third property expo
from August 26 to 28 at
Indoor Stadium,
Budhapara, Raipur. About
40 developers will partici-
pate in the expo with about
200 projects on display.
Visitors will have wide
range of options to choose
where they will be able to
buy the property of their
budget, choice and best lo-
cation. With multiple
choice of flats, bungalows,
houses, villas, plots and

commercial offices, visi-
tors will also get many of-
fers on spot booking. Since
now is the golden opportu-
nity to buy property, so
CREDAI has kept the
theme of this expo - ‘Abhi
nahi to kabhi nahi’.

Addressing the scribes
here, Mrinal Golchha,
President, CREDAI
Chhattisgarh, Secretary
and Program Chairman

Mr. Sanjay Raheja and
Vice President, Pankaj
Lahoti said that with the
excellent response re-
ceived from the property
buyers in the last expo and
the best opportunity to buy
the property now, CREDAI
Chhattisgarh is organising
three days Property Expo
from  August 26 to 28  with
some more new projects.
Mr Raheja said that with

Ganeshotsav, people start
buying property on auspi-
cious time, which goes on
further till Diwali.
Through the expo, they
can book their property ac-
cording to their budget, lo-
cation so that they can
complete further planning.
They will have about 200
projects for selection  in
small, medium and large
budget range. CREDAI

Chhattisgarh has kept the
theme of Property Expo
this time - Abhi nahi to
kabhi nahi. Mentioning
about the objectives of the
Expo, he said that the
prices of all the materials
required for construction
are increasing continuous-
ly. By the time you want to
buy the property, this cost
may be doubled and the
budget will also get out of

control. Due to the Corona
period, a large section
could not make their plan
to buy the property, there
is a good opportunity for
them too.

Many gifts are given by
CREDAI on on-spot book-
ing at the expo. Lucky
draws will be held on all
three days. The buffer
draw will be conducted on
the last day. Last year, two
wheelers, gold coins, home
appliances and other gifts
were given in the draw,
this time it will be the
same. At CREDAI
Property Expo 2022, prop-
erty borrowers will also
get easy access to finance
as almost all banks’ stalls
will also be here to provide
home loans. The food zone
will also have a separate
dome. The entire team of
CREDAI is involved to
make the event a success
and to provide maximum
facilities to the property
buyers.

World Economic Forum praises Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Aug 12: World
Economic Forum is global-
ly working on One Trillion
Tree Plan. Under this
scheme, the World
Economic Forum is work-
ing in the field of environ-
mental protection. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel along with Nikol
Sewad, head of One
Trillion Tree program,
joined the discussion
through video conferenc-
ing regarding how envi-
ronmental protection is
being further improved in
Chhattisgarh. In this dis-
cussion, Ms. Ritvika
Bhattacharya and Ms.
Bhairavi Jani, the direc-
tors of One Trillion Tree
Program in India, in-
formed the Chief Minister
about the program.

In the discussion, on be-

half of the World
Economic Forum, the head
of One Trillion Trees,
Nikol Sewad, praised Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for the work being done by
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in the field of envi-
ronmental protection, in-
creasing tree cover and for-
est cover. Ms. Nikol Sewad
said that connecting the
forests of Chhattisgarh
with the economy is an im-
portant step, which can
promote economic activi-
ties along with environ-
mental protection. In the
discussion, Chief Minister

Mr. Baghel, while speaking
in front of the World
Economic Forum, said
that in Chhattisgarh, work
is being done to conserve
forests and recharge
groundwater sources in a
scientific way, due to
which the drains of
Chhattisgarh have been
recharged from 10 to 30 cm.
The Chief Minister, while
speaking before the World
Economic Forum, said
that better work is being
done in the field of minor
forest produce in
Chhattisgarh, if small in-
dustries are set up for

them, then people living in
rural areas will be greatly
benefited along with envi-
ronment protection.

Speaking in the discus-
sion, the Chief Minister
said that the forest
dwellers have saved the
forests and they are the
protectors of the forests. In
Chhattisgarh, 42 per cent
of the area is covered by
forests and 31 per cent of
the population in the state
is of tribals who are main-
ly dependent on forests. To
make them more prosper-
ous, Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is distributing indi-

vidual and community for-
est rights pattas. While
suggesting to the World
Economic Forum, the
Chief Minister said that if
we plant trees according to
the season, then there will
be more possibilities of de-
velopment of forests and
this will be possible only if
they get sufficient amount
of water. The Chief
Minister said that the
Chhattisgarh government
has done the same thing
under the Narva scheme.
Due to this, water has been
recharged in the drains
and due to sufficient quan-
tity of water, the area of
the forest is increasing.
Additional Chief
Secretary Mr. Subrat
Sahoo and Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Mr.
Rakesh Chaturvedi were
also present during the
video conferencing discus-
sion of Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel with the World
Economic Forum.

Appreciated the
work being done for
forest conservation

Full dress rehearsal
today

Ceremony will be
held at Police
Parade Ground
from 9 am on
August 15

CM to hoist the
national flag

State Government
issues notification

To assume office on
Saturday evening

40 developers to
participate with
around 200 projects
on display

Lots of offers on
spot booking, best
opportunity to get
property

Movement of vehi-
cles becomes easy
on Tatibandh road
with filling up of
potholes 

NHAI fills pits with
metal and mud on
collector’s instruc-
tions



GIRLS ATTEND A RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Afghan girls attend a religious school, which remained open since the last years Taliban takeover, in Kabul,
Afghanistan. For most teenage girls in Afghanistan, it has been a year since they set foot in a classroom.
With no sign the ruling Taliban will allow them back to school, some girls and parents are trying to find ways
to keep education from stalling for a generation of young women.
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United Nations, Aug 12 (AP):

The UN nuclear chief
warned on Thursday that
“very alarming” military
activity at Europe’s largest
nuclear plant in southeast-
ern Ukraine could lead to
dangerous consequences
for the region and called for
an end to combat actions
there.

Rafael Grossi urged
Russia and Ukraine, who
blame each other for the at-
tacks at the plant, to imme-
diately allow nuclear ex-
perts to assess damage and
evaluate safety at the
Zaporizhzhia facility.

Grossi demanded a halt to
military actions “that have
even the smallest potential
to jeopardise nuclear safe-
ty” at such an important in-

stallation.
His appeal echoed UN

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres’ call earlier on
Thursday for an end to all
military activity around the
Zaporizhzhia plant, warn-
ing that any damage could
lead to “catastrophic conse-
quences” in the vicinity, the
region and beyond.

Grossi, director general of
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA),
gave a virtual briefing to the
UN Security Council at a
meeting called by Russia to
discuss what Moscow
claims were Ukrainian at-
tacks on the plant.

While the plant is con-
trolled by Russia, its
Ukrainian staff continues
to run the nuclear opera-
tions. It is in Enerhodar, a

city seized by Russian
troops in early March soon
after they invaded Ukraine.

Grossi said statements re-
ceived from Russia and
Ukraine “are frequently
contradicted” and the IAEA
cannot corroborate impor-
tant facts unless its experts
visit Zaporizhzhia.

Russian Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia told the
council that “Kyiv’s crimi-
nal attacks on nuclear infra-
structure are pushing the
world to the brink of nu-
clear catastrophe”.

He accused Ukrainian
armed forces in recent days
of repeatedly using heavy
artillery and multiple-
launch rocket systems to
shell the Zaporizhzhia
plant, including on
Thursday.

“The background radia-
tion at the nuclear power
plant at the moment is with-
in limits, but if the strikes
continue, it is only a ques-
tion of time,” Nebenzia
warned. “We call on states
that support the Kyiv
regime to bring their prox-
ies into check to compel
them to immediately and
once and for all stop at-
tacks.”

Ukraine’s UN ambassa-
dor, Sergiy Kyslytsya, ac-
cused Russia of using “elab-
orate plans of deceit, sabo-
tage and cover-ups” to stage
the shelling at
Zaporizhzhia, including on
Thursday, which poses “an
unprecedented threat to nu-
clear security for Ukraine,
to Europe and the world as a
whole”.

UN demands end to military
activity at Ukraine nuke plant

Cairo, Aug 12 (AP):

Deadly seasonal floods
have collapsed more than
2,500 houses in eastern
Sudan, state news agency
has reported, leaving thou-
sands homeless in an al-
ready impoverished re-
gion.

Another 546 houses
were partially destroyed
by torrential rains in
River Nile province, SUNA
news agency said late on
Thursday.

Since the start of the

rainy season in May, the
UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
says that an estimated
38,000 people have been af-
fected by the floods across
the East African country.

So far, the areas hardest
hit include Kassala, South
Darfur, Central Darfur,
South Kordofan, the White
Nile and the River Nile
provinces.

The total nationwide
death toll remains unde-
termined.

Seasonal floods destroy over 2,500
homes in eastern Sudan

Berlin, Aug 12 (AP):

Germany’s health minis-
ter said Friday that
European Union drug regu-
lators may authorise the use
of vaccines that are each ef-
fective against two variants
of the coronavirus.

German Health Minister
Karl Lauterbach said he ex-
pected the European
Medicines Agency to meet
Sept. 1 to consider a vaccine
that would provide protec-
tion against the original
virus and the omicron vari-
ant, also known as BA.1.

The EU agency would
likely meet again on Sept. 27
to review a combined vac-
cine against the original
virus and the BA.5 variant
that is responsible for the
latest global surge in
COVID-19 cases, Lauterbach
said.

Germany has procured
sufficient amounts of both
vaccines and would be able
to start rolling them out a
day after they received au-
thorisation, he said.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has said
that combination vaccines,
known as bivalent or multi-
valent shots, will allow
boosters to retain the
proven benefits of original
coronavirus vaccines while
providing additional protec-
tion against new variants.

Such an approach is used
with flu shots, which are ad-
justed each year depending
on the variants that are cir-
culating and can protect
against four influenza
strains.

Lauterbach, a trained epi-
demiologist, said the poten-
tial for the coronavirus to
keep mutating remained
high.

There are still very
many variants that
could develop, he
said, noting the large
number of infections
worldwide, including
among people with
weakened immune
systems that allow
the virus to persist
for months.

Germany: EU could OK combined
COVID vaccines next month

Karachi, Aug 12 (AP):

A Pakistani court in the
southern port city of
Karachi ordered the re-
lease of a TV news director
who was arrested the previ-
ous day over an anti-army
broadcast, his colleagues
and lawyer said.

The release of Ammad
Yousaf, a senior executive
at the country’s popular
private ARY Television,
came a day after police
raided his home and arrest-
ed him. He had been ac-
cused of broadcasting an
anti-army interview with
Shahbaz Gill, chief of staff
at Tehreek-e-Insaf opposi-
tion party of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

Khan, a famous cricket
player-tur ned-Islamist
politician, was ousted in a
no-confidence vote in par-
liament in April.

Pakistan’s media regula-
tory body also shuttered the
TV station.

According to ARY, after
his release, Yousaf thanked
all those who had raised
their voices against his ar-
rest. However, by late
Thursday, ARY was still off
the air.

In the controversial inter-
view, broadcast on Monday,
Gill urged Pakistani troops
and officers to refuse to
obey “illegal orders” from
the military — remarks
that were seen by authori-
ties as incitement to
mutiny.

Gill was subsequently ar-
rested on treason charges
for which he could face the
death penalty.

Earlier Thursday,
Reporters Without Border
condemned Yousaf ’s arrest
and the TV’s suspension,
and accused Pakistan’s
powerful military of or-
chestrating them.

“The same crude censor-
ship and harassment of
journalists critical of the
government keeps on re-
curring,” said Daniel

Bastard, the head of the
group’s Asia-Pacific desk.

Pakistan frees TV executive held
over an anti-army broadcast



T he case of a Nebraska
woman charged with

helping her teenage daughter
end her pregnancy after investi-
gators obtained Facebook mes-
sages between the two has
raised fresh concerns about
data privacy in the post-Roe
world. Since before the US
Supreme Court overturned Roe
v. Wade in June, Big Tech com-
panies that collect personal de-
tails of their users have faced
new calls to limit that tracking
and surveillance amid fears
that law enforcement or vigi-
lantes could use those data
troves against people seeking
abortions or those who try to
help them. Meta, which owns
Facebook, said on Tuesday it re-
ceived warrants requesting
messages in the Nebraska case
from local law enforcement on
June 7, before the Supreme
Court decision overriding Roe
came down.

The warrants, the company
added, did not mention abortion
at all , and court documents at
the time showed that police
were investigating the alleged
illegal burning and burial of a
stillborn infant". However, in
early June, the mother and
daughter were only charged
with a single felony for remov-
ing, concealing or abandoning a
body, and two misdemeanours:
concealing the death of another
person and false reporting. It
wasn't until about a month later,
after investigators reviewed the

private Facebook messages,
that prosecutors added the
felony abortion-related charges
against the mother. History has
repeatedly demonstrated that
whenever people's personal data
is tracked and stored, there's al-
ways a risk that it could be mis-
used or abused. With the
Supreme Court's overruling of
the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision
that legalised abortion, collect-
ed location data, text messages,
search histories, emails and
seemingly innocuous period
and ovulation-tracking apps
could be used to prosecute peo-
ple who seek an abortion or
medical care for a miscarriage
as well as those who assist
them. In the digital age, this de-
cision opens the door to law en-
forcement and private bounty
hunters seeking vast amounts
of private data from ordinary
Americans, said Alexandra
Reeve Givens, the president and
CEO of the Centre for
Democracy and Technology, a
Washington-based digital rights
nonprofit.
WHY DID FACEBOOK TURN

OVER THE MESSAGES?
Facebook owner Meta said it

received a legal warrant from
law enforcement about the case,
which did not mention the word
abortion. The company has said
that officials at the social media
giant always scrutinise every
government request we receive
to make sure it is legally valid
and that Meta fights back
against requests that it thinks
are invalid or too broad. But the
company gave investigators in-
formation in about 88 per cent of
the 59,996 cases in which the
government requested data in
the second half of last year, ac-
cording to its transparency re-
port. Meta declined to say
whether its response would have
been different had the warrant
mentioned the word abortion .

NOT A NEW ISSUE
Until this past May, anyone

could buy a weekly trove of data
on clients at more than 600
Planned Parenthood sites
around the country for as little
as USD 160, according to a re-
cent Vice investigation. The
files included approximate pa-
tient addresses derived from
where their cellphones sleep at
night income brackets, time
spent at the clinic, and the top
places people visited before and
afterward. It's all possible be-
cause federal law specifically,
HIPAA, the 1996 Health
Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act protects the
privacy of medical files at your
doctor's office, but not any infor-
mation that third-party apps or
tech companies collect about
you. This is also true if an app
that collects your data shares it
with a third party that might
abuse it.

In 2017, a Black woman in
Mississippi named Latice
Fisher was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder after she
sought medical care for a preg-
nancy loss. While receiving care
from medical staff, she was also
immediately treated with suspi-
cion of committing a crime,"
civil rights attorney and Ford
Foundation fellow Cynthia
Conti-Cook wrote in her 2020
paper, Surveilling the Digital
Abortion Diary . Fisher's "state-
ments to nurses, the medical
records, and the autopsy
records of her fetus were
turned over to the local police to
investigate whether she inten-
tionally killed her fetus, she
wrote. Fisher was indicted on a
second-degree murder charge
in 2018; conviction could have
led to life in prison.

INDUSTRY RESPONSE
Though many companies

have announced policies to pro-
tect their own employees by
paying for necessary out-of-state
travel to obtain an abortion,
technology companies have
said little about how they might

cooperate with law enforcement
or government agencies trying
to prosecute people seeking an
abortion where it is illegal or
who are helping someone do so.

In June, Democratic lawmak-
ers asked federal regulators to
investigate Apple and Google
for allegedly deceiving millions
of mobile phone users by en-
abling the collection and sale of
their personal data to third par-
ties. The following month,
Google announced it will auto-
matically purge information
about users who visit abortion
clinics or other locations that
could trigger legal problems fol-
lowing the Supreme Court deci-
sion.

Governments and law en-
forcement can subpoena compa-
nies for data on their users.
Generally, Big Tech policies sug-
gest the companies will comply
with abortion-related data re-
quests unless they see them as
overly broad. Meta, for instance,
pointed to its online transparen-
cy report, which says we com-
ply with government requests
for user information only where
we have a good-faith belief that
the law requires us to do so.

BURDEN ON THE USER
Unless all of your data is se-

curely encrypted, there's always
a chance that someone, some-
where can access it. So abortion
rights activists suggest that peo-
ple in states where abortion is
outlawed should limit the cre-
ation of such data in the first
place. For instance, they urge
turning off phone location serv-
ices or just leaving your phone
at home when seeking repro-
ductive health care. To be safe,
they say, it's good to read the pri-
vacy policies of any health apps
in use. The Electronic Frontier
Foundation suggests using
more privacy-conscious web
browsers such as Brave, Firefox
and DuckDuckGo but also rec-
ommends double-checking their
privacy settings.
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PM and black magic
Prime Minister (PM)

Narendra Modi hit out at the
Congress over their recent black
clothes protest against price
rise, unemployment, and the
hike in the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) on essential items,
taunted "On August 5, we saw
how some people tried to spread
'black magic'. These people
think that by wearing black
clothes they can end their de-
spondency. But they do not
know that by engaging in witch-
craft, black magic and supersti-
tion, they cannot earn the trust
of people again." It seems either
this is the reaction when some-
one is afraid of the blunders they
have done or black protest from
the Congress had made a huge
impact on PM Narendra Modi.
As a senior law-abiding citizen of
the country, I want to remind PM
Modi that black magic does not
work in politics. In politics,
money, religion or caste magic,
instead Modi’s very own ED /
CBI / EC magic works - but not
black magic. Actually, the way
PM Modi taunts the Congress is
only lowering the dignity of the
PM chair. The champion orator
may have forgotten during his
speech that there are many
other ways he could have made
his point against the Congress
protests. Rahul Gandhi is not
wrong when he misleading the
country by talking about super-
stitious things like 'black magic'
to hide Modi’s many misdeeds.
PM Modi must accept the truth
that prices have risen for the
common man and present a plan
to reduce it, congress is only a
messenger, but the message is
true.  

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Gone from sight
never from hearts!
Cricket fans are in pain and

suffering as a result of an an-
nouncement that former inter-
national umpire Rudi Koertzen
passed suddenly at age of 73 fol-
lowing an accident. In the course
of his 18-year career, he umpired
108 Tests, 209 ODIs & 14 T20I,
earning the prestigious title of
Emirates Elite Panel umpire for
the ICC. Rudi, is remembered for
his deliberate arm rise to dismiss
batters, refereed 331 interna-
tional games, the second highest
number of any umpire. Rudi was
a superb cricket umpire & do-
mestic Porteas cricketer also
who will remain in heart of every
cricket lovers forever.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr  

New partners
The JD(U)-RJD alliance has in-

fused a whiff of fresh air in the
moribund Opposition unity,
while denting the invincibility of
the BJP. There was nothing com-
mon between the BJP and the
JD(U). Whereas the JD(U) sub-
scribes to socialist and secular
ideology, Hindutva ideology is
the BJP’s leitmotif. The only
thing now to be seen is how the
new alliance discharges its re-
sponsibility to set and maintain
the highest standards of gover-
nance. People of not only Bihar,
but also the rest of India will be
watching closely. Hopefully, the
new allies will play well and
score a goal in 2024.

LLtt  CCooll  GGSS  BBeeddii  ((RReettdd)),,  MMoohhaallii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  AUGUST  13,  2022

Nurses hold placards and the national flags as they participate in a Tiranga Yatra, organized as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav celebrations to commemorate the 75th anniversary of India’s Independence, in Prayagraj, Friday.

EXPLAINER: Online privacy in a post-Roe world

TIRANGA YATRA

S cientists have identi-
fied antibodies that are

effective against many differ-
ent SARS-CoV-2 variants, an
advance that paves the way
for next-generation vaccines
which could protect from dif-
ferent COVID-19 strains. The
antibodies identified in mon-
keys by a team at The Scripps
Research Institute in San
Diego, US are also effective
against other SARS viruses
like SARS-CoV-1, the highly
lethal virus that caused an
outbreak in 2003.

The results show that cer-
tain animals are more able to
make these types of "pan-
SARS virus" antibodies than
humans, giving scientists
clues as to how to make better
vaccines. The findings, pub-
lished on Thursday in the
journal Science
Translational Medicine, re-
veal the antibody structures

that produce this more com-
prehensive immune re-
sponse.

The researchers found
these neutralising antibodies
recognise a viral region in
the spike protein -- which the
virus uses to enter and infect
the cells -- that is relatively
more conserved. This means
that the region is present
across many different SARS
viruses, and is therefore less
likely to mutate over time,
they said. The finding may
help develop next-generation
vaccines that can offer addi-
tional protection against
emerging SARS-CoV-2 vari-
ants and other SARS-related
viruses, according to the re-
searchers.

"If we can design vaccines
that elicit the similar broad
responses that we have seen
in this study, these treat-
ments could enable broader

protection against the virus
and variants of concern,"
said study senior author
Raiees Andrabi, an investiga-
tor at The Scripps Research
Institute. The researchers im-
munised rhesus macaque
monkeys with the SARS-CoV-
2 spike protein. Two shots
were administered, resem-
bling a similar strategy used
with currently available vac-
cines in humans.

However, unlike the vac-
cines, the macaques were
shown to have a broad neu-
tralising antibody response
against the virus, including
variants such as Omicron.
The scientists found these an-
tibodies recognise a con-
served region on the edge of
the site where the spike pro-
tein binds to host cells, called
the angiotensin converting
enzyme 2 (ACE2) receptor
binding site.

This is different than the
region where the majority of
human antibodies target,
which overlaps more with the
ACE2 receptor binding site
and is more variable to
change, they said.

"The antibody structures
reveal an important area
common to multiple SARS-re-
lated viruses," said study co-
senior author Ian Wilson.
"This region to date has
rarely been seen to be target-
ed by human antibodies and
suggests additional strategies
that can be used to coax our
immune system into recog-
nising this particular region
of the virus, Wilson said. The
researchers notes that the
macaque's gene coding for
these broad neutralising anti-
bodies -- known as IGHV3-73 --
is not the same in humans.

The dominant immune re-
sponse in humans is related

to the IGHV3-53 gene, which
produces a potent but much
narrower neutralising anti-
body response, they said.

However, the scientists said
this finding paves the way to
rationally design and engi-
neer vaccines or vaccine-ad-
juvant combinations that
elicit more broad protection
against SARS-CoV-2 and its
many variants. "According to
our study, the macaques have
an antibody gene that offers
them more protection against
SARS viruses," said Dennis
Burton, a co-senior author of
the study.

"This observation teaches
us that studying the effect of
a vaccine in monkeys can
only take us so far but also re-
veals a new target for our vac-
cine efforts that we might be
able to exploit by advanced
protein design strategies,"
Burton added.
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Antibodies that may lead to next-gen 
vaccines for all Covid strains found

P rime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of World
Biofuel Day inaugurated a second generation (2G)

ethanol plant in Panipat, which will help cut pollution in
Haryana and Delhi. Built at an estimated cost of Rs 900 crore,
the plant it expected to provide a permanent solution to the
problem of stubble burning in farms, turning stubble into
source of income for farmers, PM Modi said. Ethanol produc-
tion increased from 40 crore litres right years ago to 400
crore litres today, the PM said, adding that ethanol blending
with petrol saved Rs 50,000 crore forex in last 7-8 years and
same amount went to farmers. Nearly 75 per cent of Indian
households will get piped gas supply in few years, PM Modi
added. The 2G ethanol plant has been built at an estimated
cost of over Rs 900 crore by the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(IOCL) and is located close to the Panipat Refinery, said an
official statement. The plant has been commissioned under
PM Jeevan Yojana.  Based on indigenous technology, the proj-
ect will utilise about two lakh tonnes of rice straw annually to
generate around three crore litres of ethanol annually, it said.
Creating an end-use for the agri-crop residue would empow-
er farmers and provide an additional income generation op-
portunity for them, it said. The project will provide direct em-
ployment to people involved in the plant operation and indi-
rect employment will be generated in the supply chain for
rice straw cutting, handling, storage, etc. Through reduction
in burning of rice straw, the project will contribute to a reduc-
tion of greenhouse gases equivalent to about 3 lakh tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent emissions per annum, which can
be understood as equivalent to replacing nearly 63,000 cars
annually on the country's roads, the statement said. The ded-
ication of the plant is part of a long series of steps taken by
the government over the years to boost the production and
usage of biofuels in the country, said the statement. One of
the world’s biggest emitters of greenhouse gases, India has
committed itself to cutting down projected emissions by a
billion tonnes by 2030. Having comfortably achieved the tar-
get of supplying petrol mixed with 10 per cent ethanol, the
country has advanced the deadline for providing petrol with
20 per cent ethanol by five years to 2025. It’s heartening that
the government hopes to start supplying petrol with one-fifth
ethanol at select fuel stations from April 2023 itself. These
steps have been partly necessitated by the nation’s huge de-
pendence on oil imports, starkly visible during the ongoing
Ukraine-Russia war. Increased blending of ethanol can be a
game-changer on the renewable energy front for India, the
world’s third-biggest oil importer and consumer.

Ethanol push to clean energy

Cathrine Jansson-Boyd

T he cost-of-living crisis continues. The UK rate of infla-
tion is up yet again, and expected to rise further. And as

energy, transport, fuel and groceries all get more expensive,
there are fears that over 4 million British households are ex-
periencing financial difficulties. A recent survey suggests,
perhaps unsurprisingly, that low prices will become increas-
ingly important to consumers in the coming month. Some will
still take perceptions of good value and customer service into
account, but for the majority, price will be the key factor
when it comes to deciding where to shop and what to buy.
Research in neuroscience suggests that our brains are ex-
tremely well suited to helping achieve this. Making difficult
decisions involves different parts of the brain working togeth-
er towards a conclusion. Typically, when people make deci-
sions about buying something, they engage in one of two
processes, using what psychologists call a valuation system
or a choice system. The valuation system involves the ventro-
medial prefrontal cortex (which processes notions of risk and
fear) and the reward system of the basal forebrain, and ranks
options based on their perceived worth and possible reward.
So imagine you're at the supermarket shopping for food, with
a limited budget. You could either buy a box of eggs from
chickens housed in crowded barns for 1.20 euro, or a box from
from free range chickens which costs 2.20 euro. You may well
end up buying the cheaper eggs, even though you know that
it is ethically preferable for chickens to roam freely. In this in-
stance, you based the choice entirely on the price, because
the valuation system nudges people towards the option that
will give them the best and most immediate reward in this
case, saving money. The choice system meanwhile, is part of
the work of the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, which (putting
it very broadly) is concerned with reasoning, memory and
making decisions as well as the dorsal anterior cingulate cor-
tex, and parietal regions. So if you're still at the supermarket,
with the eggs in your basket, you consider buying a new sugar
bowl, to replace a broken one. You find one that appeals, but
it is also rather expensive, making you hesitate. What hap-
pens in such situations is that when faced with uncertainty,
the prefrontal cortex becomes increasingly active and inhibits
impulsive decisions, which in turn enforces a natural aversion
to loss in this case losing money. Meanwhile, another part of
the brain, the dorsal anterior cingulate cortex, helps to im-
prove decision making by delaying your response to give you
time to process alternative options, such as looking for a
more affordable bowl. Both systems demonstrate that when
we are thinking about prices and costs, our brain biology has
ways of ensuring we look for an alternative that we can afford
or at least gives us better value for money. A natural aversion
to risk helps consumers facing financial uncertainty to choose
the cheaper of two similar products rather than being per-
suaded by a fancy label or by habit. Paying more becomes an
avoidable risk. Other values such as brand loyalty of customer
service, become almost obsolete as price dominates. But it is
worth remembering that our brain functions don't always get
it right. Having financial worries can be stressful, and re-
search shows that stress can have a negative effect on the
way people make decisions. They can, for instance, become
risk-seeking in the face of loss, meaning that they may take
unnecessary risks. Partially this is because elevated
dopamine responses make people focus on immediate and
potentially high rewards. Overall then, decision making is a
complex process, and as everything gets more expensive,
price is likely to become an increasingly dominant factor. But
while politicians argue, and the companies we rely on raise
their prices, at least our brains are hard-wired to help us make
decisions that go some way to protect us from the ravages of
the current economic climate.

How your brain will help you save
during the cost of living crisis
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Expansion plan

Jamshedpur: Croma,
the Omnichannel elec-
tronics retailer from
the Tata Group, is eye-
ing for expansion in
Eastern India and
plan to open up new
outlets in states in-
cluding Jharkhand,
Odisha, a top compa-
ny official said. Croma
Infiniti Retail Ltd
CEO and Managing
Director Avijit Mitra
said the company
made its foray in
Jharkhand, second in
Eastern India after
West Bengal. “We
have finalised all for-
malities to open two
more stores in Ranchi,
Mitra said soon after
Tata Steel CEO and
Managing Director T
V Narendra inaugu-
rated the electronics
destination in
Jharkhand’s
Jamshedpur city on
Thursday evening.
Stating that Croma
has enough potential
in this part of the
country, Mitra said
“we have plan to
launch more stores in
Jharkhand, Odisha
and Bengal.”

Wynk Music 
New Delhi: Airtel’s
Wynk Music will in-
vest Rs 100 crore to
promote music talent
through its platform
as part of foraying
into the distribution
ecosystem for inde-
pendent artists based
in India and overseas.
Airtel Digital CEO
Adarsh Nair on
Thursday said the cre-
ator economy for
music is at a nascent
stage but poised to
grow significantly.
“With Wynk Studio,
we are building a plat-
form that allows an as-
piring musician to
pursue their passion
and earn income at
the same time. We are
looking to attract tal-
ent from across the
world and scale the
platform to 5,000
artists in the next one
year,” he said in a
statement.

Domestic flights

New Delhi: Air India
on Thursday said it
will operate 24 addi-
tional domestic flights
from August 20 on-
wards. “The addition-
al 24 flights include
two new frequencies
from Delhi to
Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Ahmedabad, and
from Mumbai to
Chennai and
Hyderabad, as well as
one new frequency on
the Mumbai-
Bengaluru route and
Ahmedabad-Pune
route,” the airline said
in a statement. Air
India MD and CEO
Campbell Wilson said,
“Over the past six
months, Air India has
been working closely
with our partners to
return aircraft to serv-
ice, and we are de-
lighted that this effort
is now bearing fruit.”
Air India’s narrow-
body aircraft fleet
stands at 70, of which
54 are currently serv-
iceable.

New Delhi, Aug 12: 

India will be the fastest
growing major economy
this year and the next de-
spite headwinds from ris-
ing inflation, widening
trade deficit and a declin-
ing rupee, a top govern-
ment source said. While
the widening trade deficit
and depleting forex re-
serves due to higher im-
port bills had raised alarm
bells for the current ac-
count deficit (CAD), the
source said the situation
should stabilise soon. The
source went on to say that
the 7 per cent decline in
rupee value against the US
dollar this year was not
worrisome, and the gov-
ernment and RBI are con-
fident of managing the sit-
uation. “There is no
chance of India slipping
into recession. We are on
steady path of growth.
There is no second
thought that growth will
slow down, we will still be
the fastest growing econo-

my this year and next
year,” the source said.
While inflation continues
to be above the comfort
zone, the economy has
continued on its recovery
path, supported by pent-up
demand for services and
higher industrial output.
Major forecasters, includ-
ing the RBI, have put the
GDP growth estimates for
the current fiscal at over 7
per cent, higher than the
growth rate of any major
economy. “Rupee level (is)
not worrisome. The gov-
ernment and RBI are mon-
itoring rupee movement
continuously. There is no
further measure on cards
to encourage inflow of dol-
lars,” the source said.
Regarding concerns of a
balance of payments cri-
sis, where India may not
have enough forex to pay
for imports, the source
said since prices of crude
oil and electronic items
have come down, CAD
should not pose a major
challenge. “It should sta-

bilise soon.” As per ex-
perts, CAD would balloon
to 3 per cent of GDP in the
current fiscal from 1.2 per
cent last year. Prices of
crude oil, the single
biggest commodity that
India imports, have in re-
cent days come down to
USD 95-96 per barrel from
USD 110 last month, giving
relief to importers. Edible
oil prices and other com-
modity rates have also de-
clined in recent weeks.
The government, the
source said, is taking con-
tinuous steps and engag-
ing with the RBI to bring
down inflation. Inflation
has stayed above the upper
tolerance limit of 6 per
cent for six straight
months. Edible oil, crude
oil and fertiliser prices
have come down in the re-
cent past, the source said,
adding a normal monsoon
would bring down prices
of foodgrains and further
ease inflation. “We are not
going to relent till inflation
eases to tolerant level.”

No chance of recession,
India to be fastest growing

economy this year: Govt 
New Delhi, Aug 12:

Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said there is a need
to establish more than 2
lakh new primary agricul-
ture credit societies
(PACS) across the country
to achieve the target of
providing agri-finance
worth Rs 10 lakh crore
through cooperatives. He
was addressing a national
conference on rural coop-
erative banks organised
by Ministry of
Cooperation and the
National Federation of
State Cooperative Banks
(NAFSCOB). Shah said
there are more than 95,000
PACS currently, of which
only about 63,000 PACS are
functional.

He noted that PACS are
the soul of agriculture
credit system and there-
fore it is necessary to
strengthen the existing
PACS and also expand
them. Shah said there are
3 lakh panchayats in India
while the numbers of
PACS are only about
95,000. Therefore, he said
there is a need to set up
more than 2 lakh new
PACS. He asked senior offi-

cials of State Cooperative
Banks (SCBs) and District
Central Cooperative
Banks (DCCBs) to set a
five-year goal in this re-
gard.

Shah pointed out that
agriculture finance
through cooperatives have
been declining. The 63,000
functional PACS are doing
agriculture finance of Rs 2
lakh crore. If the number
of PACS reach 3 lakh, then
distribution of Rs 10 lakh
crore agriculture finance
could be possible through
cooperatives, he asserted.
The minister highlighted
that the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs has approved com-
puterisation of PACS to
improve their efficiency
and to bring transparency

and accountability in their
operations. This project
proposes computerisation
of about 63,000 functional
PACS over a period of 5
years with a total budget
outlay of Rs 2,516 crore
with the Centre’s share of
Rs 1,528 crore.

“Computerisation is a
medicine for 100 diseases,”
Shah said, adding that this
will help in upgradation of
their human resources
and accounting system.
The minister also asked
PACS to increase their out-
reach and bring more
farmers in their fold. Shah
said the ministry has float-
ed a draft Model By-laws of
PACS’ on which it has in-
vited suggestions from
state governments and
other stakeholders.

He said suggestions
have come and the govern-
ment will soon finalise the
model by-laws, which pro-
poses to allow PACS to un-
dertake various activities
like dealership of petrole-
um products and running
PDS shops.

The minister stressed
on making PACS viable
and said the by-laws pro-
pose to allow them to un-
dertake 22 new activities.

Shah pitches for setting up PACS in
every panchayat to boost agri-finance

Bank of Maharashtra
tops list of PSU

lenders in Q1 loan,
deposit growth

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) has emerged as the top
performer among the public sec-
tor lenders in terms of the loan
and deposit growth in percent-
age terms during the first quar-
ter of 2022-23. The Pune-head-
quartered lender recorded a
27.10 per cent increase in gross
advances to Rs 1,40,561 crore at
the end of June 2022, according
to published quarterly numbers
of the public sector banks
(PSBs). It was followed by the
Indian Overseas Bank and Bank
of Baroda with 16.43 per cent
and 15.73 per cent rise in
advances growth, respectively.
The country’s largest lender
State Bank of India (SBI) stood
at the fourth spot with 13.66 per
cent growth. However, in
absolute terms, aggregate loans
of SBI were about 17 times high-
er at Rs 24,50,821 crore, while
that of Bank of Baroda was near-
ly five times at Rs 6,95,493 crore
compared to BoM at the end of
the first quarter. With regard to
deposit growth, BoM witnessed
a 12.35 per cent growth and
mobilised Rs 1,95,909 crore at
the end of June 2022. Union Bank
of India was at the second spot
with a 9.42 per cent growth in
deposits (Rs 9,92,517 crore), fol-
lowed by Bank of Baroda — 8.51
per cent rise at Rs 9,09,095
crore, according to the data. 

MMuummbbaaii,,  AAuugg  1122::    

SIP Academy  announced
social impact initiatives to pro-
vide and empower underprivi-
leged children for their educa-
tional needs.  As SIP Academy
is now doing well he empha-
sised on the importance of sup-
porting children especially
those from underprivileged
backgrounds. 

The Pandemic has made this
challenge even more acute as
the study conducted by the
Azim Premji University.   Mr
Dinesh Victor, Managing
Director, made the announce-
ment on the occasion of the
19th anniversary of SIP
Academy’s operations in India.
Through the SIP Foundation,
the organisation is supporting
multiple initiatives across India
for skill development in chil-

dren from economically weak-
er sections. The event held in
Chennai on 5th August was
attended by SIP Academy fran-
chisee partners, business asso-
ciates and employees.    

A total of 148 SIP students
under SIP Academy pro-
grammes across India, who
lost the earning parent during
the pandemic are being offered
fee waiver for their monthly
fees for course completion of

12 months. In addition 225 chil-
dren, from under privileged
sections, will be provided fee
concession up toThe pro-
gramme covers over 1000 stu-
dents studying in the 7 schools.
Mr Dinesh Victor, Managing
Director - SIP Academy India,
said that as an organisation
involved in developing life
skills in children through its
programmes of SIP Abacus
(India’s leading Abacus train-
ing programme), Globalart
(India’s leading chain of cre-
ative art training centres) and
MiKids (a unique school based
English language programme),
SIP Academy was in a unique
position to be able to help chil-
dren and schools bridge the
learning gaps and instil a
strong foundation in numeracy,
literacy and creative abilities
of children.  

SIP Academy announces educational
support for under privileged children

New Delhi, Aug 12: 

Adani group will invest
Rs 57,575 crore in setting
up an alumina refinery in
Odisha as the conglomer-
ate run by richest Indian
Gautam Adani adds one
more business. In a press
statement, the group said
it will set up a 4-million
tonnes a year alumina re-
finery near bauxite mines
as well as an iron ore proj-
ect.

“The High-Level
Clearance Authority
(HLCA) of the govern-
ment of Odisha, headed by
chief minister Naveen
Patnaik, approved the
Adani Group’s proposal to
set up two projects — a 4
million tonnes per annum

integrated alumina refin-
ery and a 30 million tonnes
iron ore (value addition)
project,” it said. Starting
as a commodities trader in
late 1980s, the Adani group
has over the years added
ports, airports, power, re-
newable energy, gas distri-
bution, data centre and
more recently cement

business. “Odisha is one of
our most strategic states
in which we have contin-
ued to invest and we are al-
ways appreciative of the
support we have received
from chief minister
Naveen Patnaik,” said
Gautam Adani,
Chairman, Adani Group.

Metals, he said, are criti-
cal commodities in which
the nation must be self-re-
liant, and these projects
are aligned with vision of
Atmanirbharta.

“In addition, being a
power intensive business,
it is a great adjacency to
the renewable energy that
we are able to generate
and help to produce the
greenest alumina any-
where,” he said.

Adani to invest Rs 57,575 crore
in alumina mill in Odisha

New Delhi, Aug 12: 

Income tax payers will
not be allowed to enrol in
the government’s social se-
curity scheme Atal
Pension Yojana (APY)
from October 1. The fi-
nance ministry on
Thursday said the move is
to ensure better targeting
of pension benefits to un-
derserved sections of the
population.

The government intro-
duced APY on June 1, 2015,
to provide social security
to workers mainly in the
unorganised sector.
Subscribers of the scheme
get a minimum guaran-
teed pension of Rs 1,000 to
Rs 5,000 per month after at-
taining 60 years of age de-

pending on their contribu-
tions. “... from 1st
October,2022, any citizen
who is or has been an in-
come tax payer, shall not
be eligible to join APY,”
the finance ministry said
in a notification. The min-
istry has modified its earli-
er notification on APY.

“From 01.10.2022 income
tax payers shall not be eli-
gible to join APY.
Amendment in APY for
better targeting of pension
benefits to underserved
section of population.
“Effective in prospective
manner from 1st Oct.
Income tax payer enrolled
before 1st Oct to continue
in the scheme,” the
Department of Financial
Services said in a tweet.

Income tax payers barred
from enrolling in Atal Pension

Yojana from Oct 1

New Delhi, Aug 12: 

NMDC and FICCI will
be organising a conference
on Indian minerals and
metals industry on the
theme ‘Transition
Towards 2030 & Vision
2047’ on 23rd and 24th
August at Taj Palace,
Diplomatic Enclave New
Delhi.

The two-day event is
being organised in com-
memoration of the 75 glo-
rious years of India’s
Independence and the on-
going “Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” in collabora-
tion with the Union
Ministries of Steel and
Mines. The key objective
of the event is to have de-
liberations on the
roadmap for minerals &

metals sector to achieve
the ‘Vision 2047’. The pro-
gramme will be graced by
speakers from across in-
dustry, policy and acade-
mia. Global and domestic
producers, mineral organ-
isations, policy makers,
mine equipment manufac-
turers, country heads of
global corporates, Central
and State Government of-
ficials among others
would be present and ad-
dress the conference. The

conclave would involve de-
liberations and analysis of
global and Indian miner-
als and metals industries,
interaction of emerging
technologies in the mines
space, talks on the requi-
site policy environment.

Addressing the curtain
raiser event, Mr. Sumit
Deb, Chair, FICCI Mining
Committee and
Chairman-Cum-Managing
Director, NMDC Ltd noted
that given the vast mineral

resource base in the coun-
try and the evolving and
easing business and regu-
latory environment, inter-
national giants too are
showing interest in the
country’s mines and min-
eral industry along with
domestic players.

“Collaboration between
all relevant stakeholders
including industry, Centre
and states is the key and
the upcoming conference
will work as a platform to
strengthen the collabora-
tion and chalk out the plan
ahead.

Addressing the chal-
lenges and obstacles and
finding out solutions for
them is the key to progress
and this conference would
provide the right platform
for that.”

NMDC & FICCI to organise Conference 
on Indian Minerals & Metal Industry

New Delhi, Aug 12:

Samsung Electronics
Co., Ltd. announced the
next generation of
groundbreaking foldable
smartphones: Galaxy Z
Flip4 and Galaxy Z Fold4.

“The next foldable de-
vices offer unparalleled
mobile experiences that
meet the needs of our
most dynamic users,”
said Dr. TM Roh,
President and Head of
Mobile eXperience
Business at Samsung
Electronics. “Through
our unwavering focus and
industry leadership, ex-
citement for the foldables
continues to grow. We’ve
successfully transformed
this category from a radi-
cal project to a main-

stream device lineup en-
joyed by millions world-
wide.” The Galaxy Z Flip4
builds on the success of
Samsung’s iconic form
factor, adding key fea-
tures, including an up-
graded camera experi-
ence, a larger battery and
expanded customization,
while maintaining its
ultra-compact design.

The Galaxy Z Fold4
opens up new possibilities
for users by delivering
Samsung’s most compre-
hensive smartphone expe-
rience to-date, offering
shape-shifting design, im-
mersive displays and PC-
like multitasking fea-
tures, in addition to ad-
vanced camera technolo-
gy and powerful mobile
processors.

Samsung launches
Galaxy Z Flip 4, Z Fold 4

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  1122:: The
Department of Posts has sold
more than 1 crore national flag
in 10 days through its 1.5 lakh
post offices spread across the
country, an official statement
said. The postal department is
selling flags for Rs 25 apiece.
“Department of Posts (DoP)
with its omnipresent network
of 1.5 lakh post offices, has
taken ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ pro-
gramme to every citizen of the
country. 

Within a short span of 10
days, India Post has sold more
than 1 crore national flags,
through post offices as well as
online, to citizens,” the state-
ment said. In his ‘Mann Ki Baat’
radio broadcast, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
noted that under the ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ programme to
mark the 75th anniversary of
India’s Independence, a special

campaign ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ is
being organised between
August 13 and 15. He had
urged people to hoist or display
the national flag at their homes
during the campaign. The
Union Home Ministry conveyed
to the states that the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign has been
launched to encourage the
people to hoist the national
flag in their homes. 

It said the move is aimed to
instill a feeling of patriotism in
the hearts of people and remi-
nisce the contribution of those
who tirelessly worked for
nation-building. 

Department of Posts sells over
1 crore national flag in 10 days

Mumbai, Aug 12: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
gained 130 points on
Friday after gains in index
majors Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank and
Tata steel ahead of the re-
lease of inflation and fac-
tory output data.
Recovering from its early
losses, the 30-share BSE
index ended 130.18 points
or 0.22 per cent higher at
59,462.78 in a range-bound
trade. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 39.15
points or 0.22 per cent to
close at 17,698.15. A largely
positive trend in global eq-
uities and foreign capital
inflows also supported the
domestic equity markets,
traders said. However, IT
and healthcare stocks re-

mained a drag on the in-
dices, they added. Brokers
said investors picked up
fundamentally strong
stocks ahead of IIP (Index

of Industrial Production)
and Consumer Price Index
(CPI) inflation numbers to
be released after market
hours on Friday.

Sensex extends gains for 2nd
day ahead of IIP, inflation data

Mumbai, Aug 12: The
rupee depreciated 4 paise
to close at 79.66 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Friday, tracking a
strong American currency
in the overseas market and
rising crude oil prices. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local

currency opened at 79.67
and saw an intra-day high
of 79.63 and a low of 79.72
against the American cur-
rency. It finally ended at
79.66, down 4 paise over its
previous close. On
Thursday, the rupee depre-
ciated by 37 paise to close
at 79.62 against the US dol-
lar. Traders said the rupee
traded in a narrow range
as investors awaited key
domestic macroeconomic
data points like index of
industrial production (IIP)
and consumer price index
(CPI) for further cues.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose 0.26 per cent
to 105.36.

Rupee falls 4 paise to close
at 79.66 against US dollar



A s India gears up to
welcome its 75th

Independence Day, COL-
ORS’ family gets patriot-
ic, and a few actors share
their memories of cele-
brating the momentous
occasion. Radhika

Muthukumar (Essays
the role of Simar
Oswal in Sasural
Simar Ka 2): There’s
no doubt that in India,

everyone is very hard-
working. Every day on
sets of ‘Sasural Simar Ka

2’ I see people working
hard non-stop for a better
future. I am very proud of
the country I live in and its
people. Today, on this occa-
sion of '75th Independence
Day' I see people celebrat-
ing the day with zeal and
patriotism. I pray our
country reaches greater
heights with peace and
prosperity. Sriti Jha
(Contestant of Khatron Ke
Khiladi 12): On this 75th
Independence Day, I pay
my tribute to all those who
fight at the border for the
safety of citizens, to the
health workers, and to all
those who make the coun-
try a peaceful and harmo-

nious place to live in.
Ankit Gupta (Essays the
role of Fateh Virk in
Udaariyaan): Growing up,
I have always celebrated
Independence Day with
my friends in school. The
first thing which used to
happen was the flag hoist-
ing ceremony followed by
singing the National
Anthem together.

On the sets of
‘Udaariyaan’ as well, we
celebrate the day with lot
of enthusiasm, and every-
one wears tricolour out-
fits. On this auspicious oc-
casion, I wish everyone a
‘Happy Independence
Day’. Sangita Ghosh

(Essays the role of
Swaran Bedi in Swaran
Ghar): Independence Day
every year holds a special
significance in my life as it
takes me to my childhood
memories when everyone
used to gather for a flag
hoisting ceremony in our
school. We have a day off
on the sets of ‘Swaran
Ghar’ and I cannot wait to
go home to my daughter,
Devi, and celebrate this
day with her. I would like
to extend heartfelt grati-

tude to all our great na-
tional leaders, because of
their valour my daughter,
Devi, and children like
her are witnessing a pro-
gressive independent na-
t i o n .
I believe freedom comes
with responsibilities and
one must respect the free-
dom they have; it should
not be taken for granted. I
wish our country takes a
step forward to attain vic-
tory in every aspect this
year and in many years to
come. My hearty wishes
to all the citizens of India.
Jai Hind.

Stay tuned to COL-
ORS for more updates.

ACROSS
1. Long tale
5. Immaculate
10. Dracula’s garment
14. Barrier
15. Theater walkway
16. Ages
17. ____ Macpherson
18. Film spools
19. Minus
20. Vacation spot

22. Separate
24. ____ Cardin of fashion
27. Fragrant flowers
28. Leading
31. Assisted
33. Winter garment
34. Singer Yoko ____
35. What Moses parted (2 wds.)
40. Contestant
42. Phone bug
43. Bun seed
44. That lady

45. Urn
46. Publish
48. Concerned one
49. Continues
53. Contact ____
55. Deadlock
57. Idaho product
61. Negatives
62. Fall drink
65. Bard of ____
66. Small pest
67. Nimble
68. Money drawer
69. Folklore monster
70. Essay topic
71. Circular current

DOWN
1. Wide-spouted pitcher
2. Ashen
3. Misfortunes
4. Ancient Egyptian queen
5. ____ blanche
6. Falsehood
7. Compass reading (abbr.)
8. United
9. Loch ____
10. Violin’s kin
11. Zones
12. Scrapbook need
13. Snaky letters
21. Disencumber
23. Sequence
25. Talk wildly
26. Spanish waterway
28. Top cards

29. Sharpen
30. Has supper
32. Albany’s canal
34. Wallet stuffers
36. Overwhelm
37. Headliner
38. Soften
39. Copier
41. Wrong
42. What time?
44. Prosecute
47. Snow vehicle
48. Corp. head
49. Jargon
50. Amid
51. Pointed weapon
52. Savor
54. Shopping binge
56. Scram!
58. Ardent
59. Narrated
60. Just
63. Stamping tool
64. Shade tree
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Changes to your chosen field are indicated,
Aquarius. Ideas from other states or coun-
tries might fire your creativity. Your intellec-
tual or artistic interests could take on a new
dimension, expanding your horizons and
opening new opportunities. You might toy
with the idea of travel, perhaps to learn
more about these matters. Possible formal
education in new fields is also indicated.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
A sum of money above and beyond your
usual income could come your way. This
could be a bonus, settlement, or even a gift
of some kind. You could put it to work mak-
ing changes in your home, perhaps repairs,
perhaps remodeling or redecorating. This
may seem like a daunting prospect, but
you’ll have the energy and enthusiasm in
addition to the money. Go to it.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Some vast changes in your community could
take place, Aries. They’re positive, for the
most part. Today the news should spread
widely, and you could be hearing about it from
all sides - local newspapers, neighbors, and
conversations on the street. The level of
excitement in your neighborhood is likely high,
and you could get caught up in it. Be prepared
for some surprises.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Taurus, you might choose to do some vol-
unteer work today or help a friend. This
could make you aware of a talent you
didn’t know you had. It could pave the
way to more income. You could feel very
proud of yourself and decide to do more
with this ability, leading not only to
financial benefits but also to increased
self-esteem. Go for it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you might wake up feeling that you
can move mountains - and this might be
exactly what you set out to do, figuratively
speaking. Your physical energy, enthusiasm,
and self-confidence are very high, Gemini.
Your own and others’ creative projects could
take up a lot of your time. If you’re coaching
or helping others, however, avoid the temp-
tation to take over the project.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Today you could recapture the joy in life
that you had as a child, Cancer. You’re
serious by nature, and feelings of joy are
to be lived and treasured. You could be
experiencing true flow. There might not be
any real reason for it, so don’t try to find
one. Your imagination and your relation-
ships with others could be enhanced as a
result. Relish the moment.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Projects involving a group, perhaps your
entire community, could take up a lot of
your time, Leo. Interesting news and stimu-
lating conversations could come your way.
Expect a lot of activity around you. You
could be running around in the car, seeing
people, getting errands taken care of. You
could also find yourself changed somewhat
- for the better, of course.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
New ideas for your career could be on your
mind, Virgo. You might be thinking not only
about getting a new job but also entering an
entirely new field. This could be a positive
development, but don’t be too impulsive and
leap without thinking. List your options, cross
out the unworkable ones, and do some
research on the rest. Even though you may feel
some urgency, there is none.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Continued success and good luck should
have you feeling charged up to move
ahead with plans and ideas. Your energy
and enthusiasm are high, Libra. You’re
likely thinking about expanding your hori-
zons, perhaps through travel or education.
You should definitely give these serious
thought. Plan carefully and take care not
to move before the time is right.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Don’t be surprised if sometime during the
day you feel angry for no apparent reason,
Scorpio. It’s probably rooted in the past,
from a situation that wasn’t resolved long
ago. Take a good look at what’s going on
today. Did some person or event awaken
old traumas within you? Let them and the
anger go. This can only benefit you and
clear the way for more positive emotions.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
This is a great day to start new enterprises
with others, Sagittarius. Possible gatherings
with friends or group activities could lead to
ideas for new projects that fire your energy
and enthusiasm. New immediate and long-
term goals should be set. Some people may
not be interested and could drop out, but
don’t worry. Others who share your interests
will quickly step in to take their places.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Activities of some kind could put you in the
public eye today, Capricorn. Some work
you’ve done well might bring you richly
deserved acknowledgement. Your energy
and enthusiasm are already high, and you’re
probably all fired up to do more. This could
bring up thoughts of changes in your working
situation. But don’t give notice right away.
Some careful thought is needed.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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AA ctor Vishnu Manchu on
Wednesday released the

first look of actress Sunny
Leone, who plays a character
called Renuka, in his upcoming
film 'Ginna'. Donning a gor-
geous pink and white playsuit,
Sunny looks sensational as
ever. Talking about it, Sunny
says, "I had the most amazing
time shooting this movie. It
was such an honour collabo-
rating with Vishnu who is
amongst the most amazing
people I have ever worked
with. For a star like him to be
as grounded as him, is a real

learning. He is wonderful and
warm, giving his co-stars the
space to bring their own. I had
the most memorable experi-
ence in this movie and can't
wait for everyone to watch it."
Directed by Surya, the film,
which stars Vishnu alongside
Payal Rajput and Sunny Leone,
is a wholesome mass enter-
tainer. 

A frothy mix of masala with
thrill, comedy, action and
drama, the first look is making
waves on social media. For his
part, Vishnu adds, "Sunny is
exactly like her name. She will

be a surprise factor in the film.
She has such a wonderful vibe.
She really gave the film its
edge and x-factor. She is
bound to surprise everyone
with the film as Renuka. Watch
out for her!" Produced by Ava
Entertainment and 24 Frames
Factory, 'Ginna' has music by
Anup Rubens and cinematog-
raphy by two-time National
Award winner Chota K. Naidu.
The film has been written by
Kona Venkat, who is known for
penning the scripts of Vishnu's
earlier hits -- 'Dhee' and
'Denikaina Reddy'.

S ony Entertainment Television's most ad-
mired historical drama, Punyashlok

Ahilyabai, is an inspirational tale of a noble
queen who brought peace and prosperity
with her wisdom. She demonstrated that one
becomes great not by gender or birth, but by
deeds. The storyline revisits another glorious
chapter of Ahilyabai’s life, showcasing her
journey from ‘Sanskaar denewali ma se
Zindagi denewali matoshree ka safar’ in the
‘Maa se Matoshree Adhyay’. In the show, ac-
tress Aetashaa Sansgiri, who plays the char-
acter of Ahliyabai, now plays the role of a
mother of two children after the leap of 8
years. The talented actress, Aetashaa por-
trays Malherao and Mukta's mother, who is
loving but strict as well because she wants
her kids to be disciplined and responsible.
Ahliyabai is quite strict with Malherao be-
cause she wants him to stop being mischie-
vous and follow the right path as one day he
has to become a king to the people of Malwa.
She also wants him to concentrate on his

studies, in addition to her instructive sword-
fighting class. The story is no different off-
screen, where Aetashaa loves her reel chil-
dren as much as she does in real life.

Aetashaa Sansgiri said, “ Working on
Punyashlok Ahilyabai has been an enriching
experience for me and as an actor I am truly
grateful for what the show has taught me.
Shooting with the kids is truly amazing. Both
the kids are really talented and we have a
good relationship since I get to spend a lot of
time, as most of my scenes are with them. It’s
really endearing that the children refer to me
as Aai (mother) off-screen too. For instance, I
just adore it when they come to the set early
in the morning and wish me ‘good morning,
Aai’. We play games, sometimes I teach them
in between shoots and even munch together
in between shots. I appreciate every opportu-
nity that I get to experience at my age.”

Watch Punyashlok Ahilyabai, every
Monday to Friday at 7:30 PM only on
Sony Entertainment Television.

Taapsee recalls
watching SRK’s

films during 
college days

A ctress Taapsee Pannu says she is a huge
fan of superstar Shah Rukh Khan and his

movies and shared that she watched his films
during her college days. The 'Pink' actress is
collaborating with filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani
and SRK for her next film 'Dunki'. She says
that Shah Rukh makes his co-actor 'feel like
the most important person' on the set. She
says: "Movies happened to me during my col-
lege days because my parents weren't too
inclined towards watching films, so they never
took me to the theatres. When I started watch-
ing films, Shah Rukh Khan was the biggest
superstar, and obviously his films needed to
be watched in the first weekend itself."
Working with SRK giving her goosebumps,
Taapsee shares: "Being a 90's kid, when you
begin work with Shah Rukh Sir, you know you
have seen and felt those emotions through the
big screen and now, it's playing out right in
front of you." "So, you have those deja vu
moments with SRK. Everyone who has worked
with him has said that he makes you feel like
the most important person." She also admires
his sense of humour and wit: "His humour, his
wit, is something I am a huge fan of and while
people obviously know him and love him for
the films he has done, for me Shah Rukh Khan
as a person is the biggest benchmark that we
have in this industry. While having a conversa-
tion on the live show 'My Movie Life on
Roposo', the actress further reveals about get-
ting an opportunity to work in Rajkumar's film.
She adds: "I am not sure if I have totally
accepted the fact that I am part of this film
although we have shot almost 65 per cent of it.
It is too surreal for someone who never imag-
ined to be here." "Though I am an actor, I
always knew that my path to success is going
to be longer because I don't have those access
points in the industry like others might have."

‘Bigg Boss 14’
winner and actress Rubina Dilaik
says that she is excited but nervous
too as she has to show her dancing
talent in front of Bollywood's twin-
kle toes Madhuri Dixit.

Rubina has already been con-
firmed as one of the contestants on
the dance reality show 'Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10'. The show is coming
back after five years with names like
Karan Johar, Nora Fatehi and
Madhuri in the panel of judges.

She said: "After doing 'Bigg Boss'
and 'Khatron Ke Khiladi', I was pre-
pared to tick another box on my list,
dancing! And there cannot be a bet-
ter platform than 'Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa'."

"Being an actor, I've performed on
screen before but dancing in front of
the impeccable panel of judges and
especially the queen of dance,
Madhuri Dixit ma'am will be a new
challenge for me, and I love challeng-
ing myself."

Well looking forward to giving her
best, she adds: "I eagerly look for-
ward to learning new dance styles
and improving my dancing skills. I
hope, I continue to entertain my fans
and well-wishers and live up to their
expectations."

Other contestants that are going to
be seen on the show includes actor
Dheeraj Dhoopar, Paras Kalnawat,
'Bigg Boss 11' winner Shilpa Shinde,
Nia Sharma, 'Nach Baliye 7' winner
Amruta Khanvilkar and Niti Taylor.
'Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10' will be airing
soon on Colors.

Rubina Dilaik finds bit challenging
to dance in front of Madhuri Dixit

‘Malherao and Mukta call me Aai off-screen too’

Sunny Leone’s first look
from ‘Ginna’released

Independence Day quotes
from the COLORS’ stars
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Numbers
Rahul and Kohli are back
in the side to claim their
positions which they have
owned for years but a big
question looming in the
horizon is whether their
positions in the first XI in
T20Is have become unten-
able? After the T20 World
Cup last year, Kohli has
played only four shortest
format matches spread
across nine months, scor-
ing 17, 52, 1 and 11.

For Chetan Sharma’s
selection committee, de-
spite the champion bat-
ter’s indifferent form, this
was too small a sample
size to take a definitive
step. The bigger question
is whether the team man-
agement will let Kohli
play his own game which
is to build the innings and
accelerate after getting

set. But across formats,
Kohli is getting out before
getting set though he
keeps hitting those delec-
table boundaries. The
team’s philosophy has
now changed completely
and even skipper Rohit
has tweaked his game up-
front to suit the needs of
Powerplay batting in the
slam-bang format.

He has during the same
phase played 16 T20Is and
scored nearly 450 runs at
an impressive strike-rate
of 145. In fact from the
England series, Rohit has
scored mostly at 150 plus
strike-rate with Pant and
Suryakumar Yadav as his
opening partners in two
different series. Both
looked comfortable in that
new position and
Suryakumar was a touch
better than Pant during
the recently-concluded

West Indies series.
Then there is immense-

ly talented Deepak Hooda,
who has also scored a
hundred as an opener al-
though it was against
minnows Ireland. Hooda
has shown his class at No.
3 although he won’t be a
starter going into the Asia
Cup as of now but his
tight off-breaks and
steady fielding will keep
him in the mix.

The ‘KL’
Conundrum

KL Rahul seems to have
rushed himself for the
Zimbabwe tour, declaring
that he is available after
attaining fitness. If
sources close to selection
committee are to be be-
lieved, Rahul will open in
Asia Cup but he is a bit jit-
tery going into high

stakes game against
Pakistan on August 28 in
Asia Cup without any tan-
gible game time. Hence,
he has rushed himself
(medical team announced
he is now fit although ear-
lier it was said his recov-
ery would take more time)
into the Zimbabwe ODI se-
ries, where he would get
to bat for lengthy time to
be ready for the tourna-
ment. But Rahul despite
his stupendous T20 num-
bers has always been an
accumulator, who plays at
a certain pace in the first
10 overs and only ups the
ante in the final five overs.
He has been a phenome-
nal run-machine for years
at the IPL and has an in-
ternational strike-rate of
142. The overall numbers
look good but the team’s
philosophy has now
changed.

Pant or SKY 
or DK?

Rishabh Pant’s T20I
strike-rate across 54
games is 126 plus. If crick-
et would have been a game
of pure statistics, Pant
would have been under
the sledgehammer for the
underwhelming numbers.
But big tournaments are
often as much about con-
sistency as it is about that
one piece of magic that
can turn the table on a big
day. Kapil Dev’s 175 not out
was a piece of magic in
1983 while Yuvraj Singh’s
369 runs and 15 wickets in
2011 was about manic con-
sistency. Both are needed
and hence dropping Pant
means striking off the op-
tion of a ‘pure magic’. In
case of Suryakumar, after
that innings in
Nottingham where he

pulled off a near miracu-
lous chase, no one can
question his inclusion. He
can play the ramp shot,
change the position of his
wrists at the last moment
to hit a square driven six
or play the ‘pick-up pull-
shot’ behind square — all
with equal finesse. This
brings us to Dinesh
karthik, who has hardly
set a foot wrong since he is
back in the mix. As
Karthik himself said, he
is playing a high-risk
game which will look good
when it comes off but
there will be days when it
won’t come off. On
Australian tracks with
less lateral movement and
even bounce, Karthik will
surely have his good days.
So where does it leave
Kohli and Rahul? The an-
swer isn’t as easy as it
seems.

Big WT20 Question: If Rahul opens, Kohli 
plays at No. 3, who to drop from middle order?

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  1122  ((PPTTII)):: Even one year
back it was beyond imagination that Virat
Kohli’s place in the Indian team could be
questioned. Kohli is fit and available but
perhaps for the first time in a decade, the
former India captain’s presence in the play-
ing eleven could be a point of discussion in
cricketing circle. The T20 World Cup in the
UAE last year was an unmitigated disaster
and it was largely due to India’s archaic bat-
ting philosophy at the top of the order. The
runs scored did not come at a good pace. It
was debated if KL Rahul, Rohit and Kohli
are the ideal No. 1, 2, and 3 in the shortest
format and the answer received from most
quarters wasn’t exactly in the affirmative. A
good 10 months down line, the Indian team
management finds itself at the same cross-
roads with another edition set to com-

mence in October. If India repeats its top
three in Asia Cup and the T20 World Cup,
then one of the three other top T20 per-
formers — Rishabh Pant, Suryakumar
Yadav and Dinesh Karthik — would find it
tough to stay inside playing XI. Pant has
that ‘x-factor’, Suryakumar has a bonafide
360 degree hitter and Karthik is a designat-
ed finisher. Can India ill-afford to drop any
one of the three if Kohli or Rahul has to be
slotted? It is an important question and till
now there hasn’t been any definitive
answer. Hardik Pandya and Ravindra
Jadeja’s positions as all-rounders seem
non-negotiable and at least four specialist
bowlers are required in the line-up. That
leaves India with the option of only five
specialist batters and hence the big ques-
tion — who to drop?

New Delhi, Aug 12:

Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
has set aside a window in
March 2023 for the first-
ever edition of the
women’s Indian Premier
League (IPL) and the
process to get the show
on the road is underway,
as per board president
Sourav Ganguly.
ESPNCricinfo reported
that the board has made
changes to its women’s
domestic cricket calen-
dar to make way for
women’s IPL. The
women’s season that gen-
erally goes on from
November to April has
been advanced by a
month, with the season
set to begin on October
11 with T20 competition
and end in February 2023
with an inter-zonal ODI
competition.

Since 2018, BCCI has
been organising the
Women’s T20 Challenge.
What started as a one-off
exhibition match be-
tween two teams in the
first season is now a
three-team competition.
Many international play-
ers have also joined the
competition. But despite
this, the clamour to have
a much bigger competi-
tion just like men’s IPL is

growing among players
and fans for a while.

Earlier in February
this year, Ganguly had
stated that the women’s
IPL would be held next
year.

“We are at the level of
formulation to have a
full-fledged WIPL. It is
certainly going to hap-
pen. I strongly believe
that next year i.e. 2023
will be a very good time
to start a full-fledged
women’s IPL which will
be as big and grand a suc-
cess as men’s IPL.”

Owners of IPL fran-
chise Rajasthan Royals
and Barbados Royals,
The Knight Riders
Group have expressed
their interest in getting
involved in the tourna-
ment and owning a
women’s IPL team. The
inaugural edition of the
women’s Caribbean
Premier League (CPL),
which is scheduled to
happen alongside the
men’s tournament later
this year will feature
three teams, including
Trinbago Knight Riders
owned by Knight Riders
Group. BCCI is expected
to hold a discussion on
matters related to
women’s IPL at its annu-
al general meeting in
September this year.

Inaugural women’s IPL to
be played in March 2023

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI):

Young forward
Abhishek, who had a
memorable outing in the
r e c e n t l y - c o n c l u d e d
Commonwealth Games,
said the focus of the
Indian hockey team is to
stay in the best shape and
form in the run-up to next
year’s World Cup.

“We all are really eager
to return to training and
prepare ourselves for the
upcoming competitions,”
Abhishek, who scored two
goals in six games in
Birmingham, said in a
Hockey India (HI) release.

“We all want to improve
as a team, and with the
World Cup next year,
everyone wants to be in
the best shape and form in
the coming months.”

The 22-year-old featured
in all six games at the
CWG, helping India bag a
silver medal, after going

down to Australia in the
summit clash. “It was
quite a memorable experi-
ence for me to perform on
such a big stage. I learned
a lot about my game dur-
ing the tournament, and
understood areas where I
can improve upon,”
Abhishek said. “We per-
formed as a team through-
out the competition, de-
spite facing tough oppo-
nents. Every match had a

new challenge for us, and
we were able to face it
head-on. Even though the
final against Australia did
not go our way, we learned
a lot from the match and
have to improve upon in
training.” Abhishek made
his debut for India against
South Africa at the FIH
Pro League earlier this
year and played 14 games
and performed consistent-
ly, based on which he was

picked for the CWG squad.
And, the Haryana for-

ward praised and thanked
current coach Graham
Reid for his advices and
suggestions.

“Our Chief Coach
Graham Reid had already
told me before in training
sessions to enjoy the
games and to not take too
much pressure. This ad-
vice really helped me at
Commonwealth Games
2022 as I was able to focus
on my natural game and
was able to play freely,”
Abhishek said.

“My teammates and
coaches told me I per-
formed well considering it
was my first major tourna-
ment of such scale. There
are still a few areas where
I have to improve upon,
and the Commonwealth
Games 2022 experience
has motivated me to work
even harder to fulfill those
shortcomings.”

Have to improve as team before
Hockey WC next year: Abhishek

Dubai, Aug 12 (PTI):

Former West Indies
white ball captain Kieron
Pollard, current captain
Nicholas Pooran and su-
perstar Dwayne Bravo
have signed for the cash-
rich International League
T20 (ILT20), which will be
run by majority of IPL
franchises under the aegis
of Emirates Cricket
Board. The ILT20’s inau-
gural edition is expected to
start in January, 2023.

“Having recently an-
nounced some of the
biggest names in global
T20 cricket today, the
league bolsters their ros-
ter by adding more im-
pressive names to their list
of Marquee Players.

Those joining this illus-
trious list include; Kieron
Pollard, Nicholas Pooran,
Dwayne Bravo, Dasun
Shanaka, Ollie Pope,
Fazalhaq Farooqi,” a

media release stated.
Speaking on the latest list
of players to join the
League, Mubashshir
Usmani, Emirates
Cricket’s General
Secretary said: “Our team
continues to be impressed
with the quality of talent
that has committed to par-
ticipating in the ILT20.”

“We are very pleased to
see the list of Marquee
players grow in stature

which is evident through
our latest reveal, and we
are encouraged to see ex-
citing, emerging talent
join such experienced
names from world crick-
et,” Usmani said.

The latest list of players
also includes Will Smeed,
Rehan Ahmed, Jordan
Thompson, Sheldon
Cottrell, Andre Fletcher,
Tom Kohler-Cadmore, Bas
de Leede, Chris Benjamin

and Bilal Khan. Making
its debut in January (2023),
the inaugural ILT20,
which has received multi-
year ICC approval, will be
played in a 34-match for-
mat across Dubai, Abu
Dhabi and Sharjah.
Franchise owners include
Reliance Industries,
Kolkata Knight Riders,
Capri Global, GMR,
Lancer Capital, and Adani
Sportsline.

Pollard, Pooran and Bravo 
to play UAE’s ILT20

Montreal, Aug 12 (AP):

Fourth-seeded Casper
Ruud of Norway ad-
vanced to the National
Bank Open quarterfinals,
beating No. 14 Roberto
Bautista Agut of Spain 6-7
(4), 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Ruud is the highest
seed left in the singles
draw after No. 1 Daniil
Medvedev, No. 2 Carlos
Alcaraz and No. 3
Stefanos Tsitsipas
dropped out Wednesday.

Rudd held off Agut
after a mid-afternoon
thunderstorm delayed
play for just over an hour.

It was a tough battle.
The first two sets were 2
hours and 20 minutes,”
Rudd said. “Good intensi-
ty and I was feeling it a bit
in the legs. Luckily, there
was some rain, which
gave me some time to

breath out and regain
some energy. I can thank
the weather gods today,
giving me some extra
time and energy. Ruud
will face sixth-seeded

Felix Auger-Aliassime,
the 22-year-old from
Montreal who beat
Britain’s Cameron Norrie
6-3, 6-4. Auger-Aliassime
had 22 aces. That was a

very convincing win,
Auger-Aliassime said. I
served really well but I
felt like I was also putting
a lot of pressure on him
at every opportunity that
I had. Eighth-seeded
Hubert Hurkacz of
Poland also advanced,
ousting Spain’s Albert
Ramos-Vinolas 6-7 (6), 6-2,
7-6 (3). Nick Kyrgios beat
fellow Australian Alex de
Minaur 6-2, 6-3.

Gael Monfils, the No. 17
seed from France, retired
early in the second set of
his match against British
qualifier Jack Draper.
Monfils, who trailed 6-2, 0-
2, received treatment on
his right ankle area but
couldn’t continue.

In the night session,
Pablo Carreno Busta of
Spain beat seventh-seed-
ed Jannik Sinner of Italy
6-2, 6-4.

Casper Ruud advances to 
National Bank Open quarterfinals

KKaarraacchhii,,  AAuugg  1122  ((PPTTII))::

Top cricketers, including
captain Babar Azam, pacer
Shaheen Shah Afridi, and
Mohammad Rizwan, have
agreed to sign the Pakistan
Cricket Board’s (PCB) amend-
ed central contracts after a
week of stand-off between
them and the board.

According to a report by
ESPNcricinfo, the group of
players signed the dotted lines
before departing for the
Netherlands tour on the condi-
tion that they will once again
hold discussions over a couple
of other clauses in the contract
with the board post the Asia
Cup in September.

The senior players have
expressed reservations about
few aspects of the contracts.
“These range from questions
around the NOC process for
participation in foreign
leagues, to seeking more infor-
mation about image rights in

ICC events and shares from
participation fees at ICC events
and clauses around signing
individual endorsements,” the
report said.

The PCB announced 33 cen-
tral contracts this season, split-
ting between white and red-
ball players for the first time
2022-23.

As per the board’s standard
practice, while the copies of
the contract were handed to
the players at the start of the
pre-tour camp in Lahore, many
of the players belonging to the
lower categories signed the
dotted lines but the senior
stars did not sign immediately.

Apart from Babar, Afridi,
and Rizwan, the group also
included Shadab Khan, Fakhar
Zaman and Hasan Ali. The play-
ers sought more time as they
wanted to discuss the nitty-
gritty of the contracts with
their advisers and lawyers,
given there is no players body
in the country.

Pak cricketers 
sign PCB’s amended

central contracts

KKaarraacchhii,,  AAuugg  1122::

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam has ruled out a return for
veteran all-rounder Shoaib
Malik to the Twenty20 squad
ahead of the World Cup in
Australia, saying the team
needed to give fresh talent
more opportunities to develop.
Malik, who played the last of
his 124 Twenty20
Internationals against
Bangladesh last November, has
impressed in Pakistan’s
domestic T20 league and with

the Asia Cup and World Cup on
the horizon local media sug-
gested the 40-year-old’s expe-
rience could prove invaluable.

However, there was no place
for the former captain, a useful
all-rounder, in the squad for
this month’s Asia Cup in the
United Arab Emirates and
Babar said they were looking to
the future with the World Cup
coming up in October-
November.

“There are matches immedi-
ately after Netherlands, so it’s
unlikely there will be time for
changes,” Babar told reporters
on Thursday ahead of their
Dutch tour next week.

“When senior players leave
the side, those replacing them
need focus. (Mohammad)
Hafeez and Malik were huge
players and we’ll miss them a
lot, and players like Asif Ali,
Khushdil Shah and Iftikhar
(Ahmed) need to fill their
boots. “We want to give them
plenty of matches and confi-
dence, and these players have
performed.” 

Babar rules out Malik
return for T20 World Cup

Shoaib Malik



Students set ‘world record’ by singing patriotic songs
Jaipur, Aug 12 (PTI): 

Around one crore school
students across Rajasthan
on Friday set a "world
record" by singing patriot-
ic songs under the 'Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' cam-
paign, officials said.
Addressing students at the
Sawai Mansingh stadium,
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot congratulated the
students for the achieve-
ment.

"I am happy that the
World Book of Records,
London, which is a presti-
gious institution, listened
to the songs sung by one
crore students and pre-
sented a certificate to the
state government," he
said. Songs like 'Vande
Mataram', 'Sare Jahaan Se
Acha' and the national an-

them were sung by the stu-
dents for around 25 min-
utes to set the record.

The chief minister said
the new generation should
inculcate the values of
brotherhood and sacrifice
as they are the future of
the country. He said his

government wanted the
state to progress on the
path of development.

Gehlot also congratulat-
ed young people of the
country on International
Youth Day. "Greetings to
young people on
#InternationalYouthDay.

Our youth have an impor-
tant role to play in nation
building. On this day, we
reaffirm our commitment
to provide the best educa-
tion, training and ade-
quate employment oppor-
tunities to the youth," he
tweeted.

Chennai, Aug 12 (PTI): 

The newly-designed
Vande Bharat trains being
produced at the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF) in
Chennai are world-class
and contain several inno-
vative features, Railways
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Friday.

Speaking after inspect-
ing the new prototype
Vande Bharat express
train rolled out at ICF and
also witnessing the com-
missioning activities at
the furnishing divisions of
ICF, he said last year
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi set a target to his
ministry to manufacture
75 trains on the 75th an-
niversary of India's inde-
pendence.

Accordingly, 75 Vande
Bharat express trains
would be manufactured
and deployed throughout
the country before August

15 next year.
"They will cover the en-

tire country. They will join
the nation. I am very
happy that Vande Bharat
train has been manufac-
tured by ICF within a
short time and in good
quality," the minister told
reporters here.

"This is a world-class
train. And some really in-
novative things have been
incorporated in this train
like automatic opening of
doors, comfortable space

in the driver's cabin for the
loco pilots to operate," he
said.

"From the users' point of
view, this train has reclin-
ing chairs for passengers
besides differently abled-
friendly toilets," Vaishnaw
added.

"I am very proud that
this train has been manu-
factured from the beauti-
ful factory in Tamil Nadu.
I am proud of the Tamil
culture and language," he
said.

Ex-Mumbai Police Commissioner
Pandey moves Delhi HC for bail

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey, arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), has approached the
Delhi High Court seeking
bail in a money launder-
ing case related to alleged
illegal phone tapping and
snooping of national
stock exchange (NSE) em-
ployees.

Besides, he has also
filed a separate petition
seeking quashing of the
FIR lodged by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for the alleged of-
fences of cheating, crimi-
nal breach of trust by a

public servant, and cheat-
ing under the Indian
Penal Code, under vari-
ous provisions of the
Information Technology
Act, Indian Telegraph
Act, and Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Both the petitions have
been listed for hearing on
August 16 before Justice
Jasmeet Singh. Pandey
has challenged a trial
court's August 4 order by
which his bail plea was
dismissed in the money
laundering case.

The trial court had said
the material available
prima face showed he was
actively involved in the ex-
ecution of recording and

monitoring of calls at the
NSE and was directly com-
municating with the
bourse staff as well as
those of the iSec Services
Pvt Ltd, the company he
founded and which was re-

sponsible for the cyber se-
curity audit of the NSE.

The trial court had
noted that the material col-
lected by the investigating
officer prima face showed
the retired IPS officer was
in de facto control of the
affairs of iSec even after
2006, when he resigned as
a director, and kept attend-
ing the meetings with NSE
officials.

It had said since the ap-
plicant was the chief of
Mumbai Police till June
30, 2022, the apprehension
of the investigating
agency that he may influ-
ence the witnesses or
tamper with the evidence
was not unfounded.
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Women with their faces painted in tricolours pose for photographs, ahead of 75th Independence Day celebrations, in
Chennai, Friday.

I-DAY FEVER

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

Spanning a period of
over 200 years, rare origi-
nal archival documents
and pictures chronicling
various revolts and free-
dom struggle during the
colonial rule have been put
on display here as part of
an exhibition to mark 75
years of India's
Independence. The exhibi-
tion titled 'Saga of
Freedom: Known and
Lesser-known Struggles'
was inaugurated on Friday
by Union Minister of State
for Culture Arjun Ram
Meghwal at the National
Archives of India (NAI) as
part of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

"The exhibition charts
the freedom struggle of
India and outbreak of vari-
ous revolts such as Chuar

uprising by the Chuar abo-
riginal tribesmen of
Jungle Mahal of
Midnapore and Bankura
districts (in present day
West Bengal) from 1771-
1809, Quit India Movement
of 1942, and some of the
key events in between,
leading to the
Independence. Majority of
the archives are being dis-
played for the first time
and are extremely rare,"
NAI's Director General
Chandan Sinha told PTI.

Among the rare records
is a proclamation in Urdu,
dated July 6, 1857, issued by
Nana Sahib to Indian
troops during the Indian
Mutiny. An original copy of
this document, along with
two panels, showing its
Hindi and English transla-
tion have been put on dis-
play. The English version
carries a note at the end: "...
It is remarkable for the
Mohamedan tone & lan-

guage used although is-
sued by the Nana, a
Hindu."

Other rare items includ-
ed in the exhibition are --
genealogical tree of the
Jhansi family, Kooka out-
break in Punjab (document
dated February 1, 1872),
archives related to the
Indian Independence
League -- a political organi-
sation that operated from
1920s to 1940s to organise
those living outside India,
seeking to overthrow the
British rule in India.

Archives related to the
Sambalpur Revolt (1827-
1862), Royal Indian Navy
Revolt of 1946, India
Independence Act, Quit
India movement 1942,
Bhagat Singh's imprison-
ment and his diary notes,
Chapekar brothers (1897),
Rampa Rebellion (1922-
1924), Hareka Movement
(1930), and several posters,
books, publications and

other material which were
proscribed during the
British rule, have also been
exhibited.

Minister Meghwal in his
written message in the vis-
itor's book said, "By dis-
playing information about
the unsung and little-
known heroes of our free-
dom struggle, National
Archives has inspired the
young generation".

NAI Deputy Director
Sanjay Garg said the exhi-
bition will last till
September 30. "We are get-
ting requests from various
regions to make it a travel-
ling exhibition, though
there is no such plan at
present. But, we hope a lot
of people will come and see
the exhibition of the rare
items, though we must say,
only a minimal portion of
the records related to the
freedom struggle have been
exhibited. We have a huge
repository," he told PTI.

Rare records on freedom struggle,
unsung heroes on display 

At National Archives

NSE PHONE TAPPING CASE Kite catchers, kite flyers, window
watchers to keep hawk eye 

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police has de-
ployed kite catchers and
kite flyers on roof tops
and other sensitive loca-
tions in the Red Fort area
here to counter any
threats from sub-conven-
tional aerial platforms
ahead of the 75th
Independence Day cele-
bration, officials said on
Friday.

They also said adequate
measures have been taken
to prevent kites, balloons,
drones, or any manned or
unmanned flying objects
to reach the area where
the Independence Day

function will be held on
August 15.

Police said kite catch-
ers, kite flyers and win-
dow watchers have been
asked to report the sight of
any flying object in the re-
stricted area from August
13 to August 15 to the staff
concerned.

Meanwhile, more than
11 cases have been regis-
tered for sale and pur-
chase of Chinese 'manjha'
or glass-coated thread
used largely for kite fly-
ing.

Dependra Pathak,
Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)
said provisions of section
144 have already been in-
stituted in Delhi.

Anyone seen flying

kites, balloons or Chinese
lanterns from August 13 to
August 15 till the time of
the programme at Red
Fort will be punished and
legal action taken against
them.

"Kite catchers have been
deployed with necessary
equipment on strategic lo-
cations who will prevent
any kind of kite, balloon
and Chinese lanterns
from reaching the func-
tion area.

Radars will be deployed
at Red Fort to counter any
threats from subconven-
tional aerial platforms
and manned or unmanned
flying objects, including
drones, balloons, kites,
Chinese lanterns, among
others," he said.

On Red Fort area
Dhar (MP), Aug 12 (PTI):
Residents of 12 villages in
Dhar district and six vil-
lages in Khargone district
of Madhya Pradesh were
shifted to safer places on
Friday after authorities
found that soil has started
slipping from an under-
construction dam on the
Karam river, a senior offi-
cial said here. It was a pre-
cautionary measure, said
Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) Home Dr
Rajesh Rajora.

An alert had been
sounded for downstream
villages a day before when
water seepage was report-
ed from the dam. The
dam's reservoir filled up
with water for the first
time this monsoon as rain
battered the region.

ASI writes to Lord
Jagannath temple
authorities to open

‘Bhitara Ratna Bhandar’
Puri, Aug 12 (PTI): The
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has urged the
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) to
open Bhitara Ratna
Bhandar' of the 12th-cen-
tury shrine in Odisha's
Puri.

The superintending ar-
chaeologist of ASI in a
letter to the chief admin-
istrator of the SJTA said
that the inner chamber of
the Ratna Bhandar'
(treasury) should be
opened to inspect its con-
dition and any possible
impact of climate on the
structure.

The ASI has also for-
warded copies of the let-
ter to the state's law de-
partment and the direc-
tor general of the pre-
mier organisation for the
archaeological research
and protection of the cul-
tural heritage of the
country.

Buddhist devotees pray for world peace at Mahabodhi temple, in Bodh Gaya, Friday.

PRAYERS FOR WORLD PEACE

Students sing patriotic songs during a programme organised to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of Indias Independence, at SMS stadium in Jaipur, Friday.

Cornea implant from pig skin used
to restore sight in Indian patients

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 

Researchers have used
an implant made from pig's
skin to restore vision to 20
people in India and Iran
with diseased corneas,
most of whom were blind
prior to the transplant. The
research, published on
Thursday in the journal
Nature Biotechnology,
brings hope to those suffer-
ing from corneal blindness
and low vision.

The international team,
including researchers
from AIIMS, New Delhi,
used a bioengineered im-
plant as an alternative to
the transplantation of do-

nated human corneas,
which are scarce in coun-
tries where the need for
them is greatest.

"The results show that it
is possible to develop a bio-
material that meets all the
criteria for being used as
human implants, which
can be mass-produced and
stored up to two years and
thereby reach even more
people with vision prob-
lems," said Neil Lagali, a
professor at Linkoping
University (LiU) in
Sweden.

"This gets us around the
problem of shortage of do-
nated corneal tissue and ac-
cess to other treatments for

eye diseases," said Lagali,
one of the researchers be-
hind the study. The reser-
achers noted that an esti-
mated 12.7 million people
around the world are blind
due to their corneas, which
is the outermost transpar-
ent layer of the eye, being
damaged or diseased.

Most of those who need
cornea transplants live in
low and middle-income
countries in which access
to treatments is very limit-
ed. The cornea consists
mainly of the protein colla-
gen. To create an alterna-
tive to human cornea, the
researchers used collagen
molecules derived from pig

skin that were highly puri-
fied and produced under
strict conditions for human
use. The pig skin used is a
byproduct of the food in-
dustry, making it easy to ac-
cess and economically ad-
vantageous.

The researchers sta-
bilised the loose collagen
molecules forming a ro-
bust and transparent ma-
terial that could withstand
handling and implanta-
tion in the eye. While do-
nated corneas must be
used within two weeks, the
bioengineered corneas
can be stored for up to two
years before use, the re-
searchers said.

People in 18 villages shifted
as soil starts slipping from
under-construction dam

On Karam river

‘Newly-designed Vande Bharat
train has innovative features’


