
Suicide
PPuunnee:: A 25-year-old
woman police constable
from Bihar was found
hanging in her hotel room
in Pune city on Thursday
afternoon, local police
said. Constable Kavita
Kumari, the deceased,
was part of a police team
from Muzaffarpur which
had come here in connec-
tion with a probe, said an
official of Pimpri-
Chichwad Police.

Summon
KKoollkkaattaa:: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-
moned eight senior police
officers of West Bengal to
New Delhi for questioning
in the coal smuggling
case, officials said on
Thursday. Among the IPS
officers summoned by the
central agency were
Gyanwant Singh (ADG,
CID), Koteswara Rao, S
Selvamurugan, Shyam
Singh, Rajeev Mishra,
Sukesh Kumar Jain and
Tathagata Basu, they said.

Complaint 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Commission for Women
has urged Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to take
action against Andhra
Pradesh's Hindupur MP
Gorantla Madhav after
receiving a complaint of
alleged sexual harass-
ment against him.
According to the com-
plaint, the MP is alleged
to have engaged in an
explicit video call without
the victim's consent, the
panel said.

Abducted
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 14-
year-old girl was alleged-
ly abducted and raped in
a village in this district,
police said on Thursday.
The girl, a Class 9 stu-
dent, was found uncon-
scious on Circular Road
here on Thursday and
was sent to the district
hospital.

Rescued
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai police
rescued 17 women, who
were allegedly forced
into prostitution, after
conducting a raid in
neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, and arrested
nine men for acting as
agents, an official said on
Thursday. The operation
was conducted by the
Anti-Human Trafficking
Unit (AHTU) of Mumbai
police on August 5, he
said. "The action was
taken after a woman
approached the AHTU on
August 4 with a com-
plaint against two per-
sons named Raju and
Sahil, who were involved
in human trafficking rack-
et," the police official.
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BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
with supporters during Har

Ghar Tiranga march ahead of
Independence Day, in Patna,

Thursday.
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Bilaspur, Aug 11: 

Four wagons and the en-
gine of a stationary freight
train got derailed after it
was hit by a moving locomo-
tive near Raigarh railway
station on Friday, railway of-
ficials said.

No casualties were report-
ed in the incident and the
movement of trains on the
route remained unaffected,
they said.

The incident took place at
11:40 am at a railway siding
on the outskirts of Raigarh
railway station on Mumbai-
Howrah route during shunt-
ing, said Saket Ranjan,
Chief Public Relations
Officer of South East
Central Railway. The mov-
ing twin-engine locomotive
collided with the stationary

empty goods train which
was on the third line track
(apart from UP and DOWN
lines) from the rear side, he
said. "The locomotive that
hit the stationary train also
suffered some damage," he
said. Prima facie it seems
that negligence resulted in

the incident. But an elabo-
rate enquiry is underway,
Ranjan added. A team of
railway officials from
Bilaspur was sent to the spot
and work was in progress to
restore the derailed locomo-
tive and wagons on the
track, he said.

Bijapur, Aug 11: 

Suspected Maoists ab-
ducted and killed a vil-
lager in  Bijapur district,
police said on Thursday.

The reason behind the
murder was yet to be as-
certained, they said.

Security personnel on
Thursday recovered the
body of the deceased vil-
lager, identified as
Gopiram Madkam, near
his village Kahurgaon
under Bangapal police sta-
tion limits, located more
than 400 km from the state
capital Raipur, a senior of-
ficial said.

As per preliminary in-
formation, Madkam was
abducted from his village
on August 8, he said.

Though no complaint
was lodged with police re-
garding his abduction, the
matter came to light on
Thursday morning when
some villagers informed
police that he had been
murdered by Maoists, he
said. After receiving the
information, security
forces rushed to the spot
and recovered the body
from the forest, the official

said. The body was later
sent for postmortem.

As per prima facie re-
ports, Maoists slit his
throat with sharp-edged
weapons that led to his
death. However, the reason
behind the murder was yet
to be ascertained, he said.

Security forces have
launched a combing oper-
ation in the region to trace
the culprits, he added.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

The Centre has written
to the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment over "poor" imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana,
Urban as well as Gramin,
and flagged a host of is-
sues, including pendency
in the release of its share of
funds by the state.

Government sources
said Chhattisgarh is the
only state where the PMAY-
Gramin scheme has been
facing "persistent difficul-
ties" over the last three to
four years. As it is a time-
bound scheme and part of
the national campaign to
eradicate poverty, this goal
can't be achieved if all
states don't implement
such programmes together,
they noted.

"The letter mentions that
the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment cannot decide on its
own whim that it will not
implement certain rural
development schemes
meant for the welfare of
the people living in rural
areas," an official said.

The Rural Development
Ministry, the nodal agency
for the PMAY-G, had writ-
ten to the state government
in June, September and
November last year regard-
ing pendency in release of
its share by the state.

The ministry had set the
target of building 7,81,999
houses for the financial
year 2021-22. However, it
was compelled to withdraw
the target as the state had
not released its share
amounting to Rs 562 core,
they said.

The PMAY-G work has
come to a standstill in the
state due to this, it added.

The Urban Development

Ministry, the nodal agency
for the PMAY-Urban, has
also written to the state
government, urging it to
immediately release its
share to the single nodal

account of the scheme as
the Centre can deposit its
share only after this.

The state has released Rs
1,309.22 crore out of its
share of Rs 1,509.61 crore
and Rs 199.39 crore is yet to
be released.

The non-availability of
funds from the state will
halt the release of further
instalments to beneficiar-
ies from the economically
weaker sections and con-
struction of such houses
would stop, officials said.

The Centre has also
noted that the under the
Affordable Housing in
Partnership vertical of the
PMAY-U, 59,556 houses
have been sanctioned in
the state and 20,379 of them
completed. However, only
2,781 houses have been oc-
cupied and the unoccupied
houses may become inhab-
itable if not allotted soon.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Jagdeep Dhankhar was
on Thursday sworn in as
the 14th Vice President of
India.

President Droupadi
Murmu administered the
oath to Dhankhar (71) dur-
ing a brief ceremony at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Dhankhar took the oath
in Hindi in the name of
god.

"Bahut-bahut badhai
(many congratulations),"
Murmu said after
Dhankhar signed the reg-
ister of oath.

Before the swearing-in,
the Election Commission's
certification of election is-
sued to Dhankhar was
read out. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi,
Dhankhar's predecessor
M Venkaiah Naidu, for-
mer president Ram Nath
Kovind, former vice presi-
dent M Hamid Ansari,
and Union ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit
Shah, Nirmala
Sitharaman and Nitin
Gadkari were among the
dignitaries present on the
occasion.

Hyderabad, Aug. 11 (PTI):

Biological E. Ltd (BE) on
Thursday said it has delivered
10 crore (100 million) doses
of its COVID-19 vaccine,
Corbevax to the Centre so far.
In a release, the city-based
vaccine maker said, Biological
E. Limited has delivered 10
crore doses of Corbevax to
the Government of India till
now. Pan-India roll-out of
Corbevax in children 12-14
years of age was initiated
on March 16, 2022 and till
now almost seven crore
doses have been adminis-
tered and 2.9 crore children
have completed the two-
dose vaccination regimen."
Corbevax was also approved

by the Union Health Ministry
as a heterologous COVID-19
booster dose under emer-
gency use authorization for
individuals aged 18 years
and above after 6 months of
administration of primary
vaccination (two doses) of
Covaxin or Covishield, the
company said. The Health
Ministry's approval is based
on the recommendations
made recently by the
COVID-19 Working Group of
the National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI).
Corbevax is expected to be
available as a booster dose
on the CoWIN App in public
and private vaccination cen-
tres from August 12, 2022.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

The Income tax depart-
ment has detected "unac-
counted" income of more
than Rs 150 crore after it
recently raided a Jaipur-
based group engaged in
the business of gems and
jewellery, hospitality and
real estate, the CBDT said
Thursday.

The raids were
launched on August 3 and
more than three dozen
premises of the business
group, which has not been
named by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) in its press state-
ment, in Jaipur and Kota
districts in Rajasthan

were covered.
The Board said the de-

partment has seized "un-
accounted assets" of over
Rs 11 crore so far.

The CBDT frames policy
for the tax department.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Observing that freebies
and social welfare schemes
are two different things, the
Supreme Court on
Thursday said a balance
has to be struck between the
economy losing money and
welfare measures.

It also ruled out the possi-
bility of considering a plea
for de-recognising parties
for making promises to give
freebies. Asking stakehold-
ers to give suggestions on
this aspect before August 17,
a bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justice Krishna Murari

said the idea to de-recognise
political parties for making
promises to give irrational
freebies during the polls
was undemocratic .

I do not want to enter the
area of de-registering a po-
litical party etc. as it is an
undemocratic idea...We are
a democracy after all, the
CJI, speaking for the bench,
said. The CJI said the issue
of promise to grant irra-
tional freebies during the
poll process is a serious
issue but he will not en-
croach into the legislative
domain even if there was a
statutory vacuum on the
issue.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

An accused cannot be
convicted on the ground of
suspicion, no matter how
strong it is, the Supreme
Court said on Thursday,
while acquitting a man in
a murder case.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and P S Narasimha
said an accused is pre-
sumed to be innocent un-
less proved guilty beyond
a reasonable doubt.

It is settled law that the
suspicion, however strong
it may be, cannot take the
place of proof beyond rea-

sonable doubt. An accused
cannot be convicted on the
ground of suspicion, no
matter how strong it is, the
bench said. The apex court
said in the present case,
the prosecution has utter-
ly failed to establish the
chain of events which can
be said to exclusively lead
to the one and only conclu-
sion, i.e., the guilt of the
accused. In that view of
the matter, we find that the
judgment and order of the
learned sessions judge and
that of the high court are
not sustainable, the bench
said.

FIDAYEEN ATTACK ON ARMY CAMP

Three soldiers martyred
Jammu, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Two terrorists carried
out a 'fidayeen' attack on
an Army camp in
Jammu's Rajouri district
in the early hours of
Thursday, killing three
soldiers. Both attackers
were gunned down in the
four-hour firefight that
followed.

"In the early hours on
Thursday, alert sentries of
the Indian Army post at
Parghal, in Rajouri dis-
trict detected suspicious
persons approaching
their post taking advan-
tage of the inclement
weather and dense fo-
liage," PRO (defence)
Jammu Lt Col Devender
Anand said.

He said the sentries
challenged the two terror-
ists who lobbed grenades
while attempting to gain
entry inside the post.
However, alert troops cor-
doned the area and en-
gaged them in a firefight

thereby pinning them, he
said. Anand further said
in the ensuing gunfight,
the two terrorists were
neutralised. Six soldiers
of Indian Army were in-
jured in the operation and
of them, three brave-
hearts succumbed to in-
juries while repulsing the

suicide attack, he said.
The army personnel

killed were subedar
Rajendra Prasad (of
Maligoven village in
Rajasthan's Jhunjhunu
district), rifleman
Lakshmanan D (of T
Pudupatti village in
Madurai district of Tamil

Nadu) and rifleman
Manoj Kumar (of
Shahjahanpur village in
Haryana's Faridabad), he
said. The Indian Army
salutes the bravehearts
for their supreme sacri-
fice in line of duty, up-
holding the highest tradi-
tion of the force. The na-

tion will always remain
indebted to them for their
supreme sacrifice and de-
votion to duty, he said.

According to officials
and eyewitnesses, the first
gunshot was heard
around 2 am when the ter-
rorists attempted to
breach the external fence
of the camp located at
Paragal, 185 km from
here.

Subedar Rajendra Prasad, Rifleman Manoj Kumar and Rifleman D Lakshmanan who lost their lives.

Arms and ammunition recovered from killed militants in Darhal area of Rajouri, Thursday.

̈ Two terrorists killed

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha condemned the
attack and vowed to deal
with terrorists and their
supporters in a befitting
manner. In a tweet, he said,
"Strongly condemn despi-
cable terrorist attack in
Rajouri; tributes to brave
soldiers who made supreme
sacrifice. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the families of the
bravehearts martyred in the
attack. We shall deal with
evil designs of terrorists
and their backers in a befit-
ting manner." 

LG condemns attack

Suspected Maoists
kill villager

As per preliminary in-
formation, victim
Gopiram Madkam was
abducted from his vil-
lage on August 8.
Though no complaint
was lodged with police
regarding his abduction,
the matter came to light
on Thursday morning
when some villagers in-
formed police that he
had been murdered by
Maoists.After receiving
the information, securi-
ty forces rushed to the
spot and recovered the
body from the forest.The
body was later sent for
postmortem.

About the incident

LOCOMOTIVE HITS GOODS TRAIN

Four wagons, engine of
stationary freight train derails 

The incident took place at 11:40 am at a railway siding on the out-
skirts of Raigarh railway station on Mumbai-Howrah route during
shunting. The moving twin-engine locomotive collided with the sta-
tionary empty goods train which was on the third line track (apart
from UP and DOWN lines) from the rear side.The locomotive that hit
the stationary train also suffered some damage.

Prima facie it seems that negligence resulted in the incident. But an
elaborate enquiry is underway, CPRO said. A team of railway offi-
cials from Bilaspur was sent to the spot and work was in progress to
restore the derailed locomotive and wagons on the track.

About the incident

Initial findings

POOR IMPLEMENTATION OF PMAY

Chh’garh Govt not releasing its share of funds: Centre

Centre’s 
contention

The Centre has also noted that
the under the Affordable
Housing in Partnership vertical
of the PMAY-U, 59,556 houses
have been sanctioned in the
state and 20,379 of them com-
pleted. However, only 2,781
houses have been occupied and
the unoccupied houses may
become inhabitable if not allot-
ted soon. The ministry had set
the target of building 7,81,999
houses for the financial year
2021-22. However, it was com-
pelled to withdraw the target as
the state had not released its
share amounting to Rs 562 core.

PM CELERATES RAKHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrates Raksha Bandhan festival with girls, in New
Delhi, Thursday.

‘100 mn doses of Corbevax
supplied to Centre’

Dhankhar takes over as 14th VP

Accused cannot be convicted
on ground of suspicion: SC

I-T dept detects over Rs 150 crore black income 
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The Income tax department has

seized Rs 56 crore in cash and

jewellery worth Rs 14 crore

after it raided a Maharashtra-

based business group engaged

in steel and real estate, officials

said Thursday.

The raids were launched last

week on the business entity

based in Jalna district of the

state after actionable inputs of

alleged tax evasion were

received against it, they said.

A senior official said Rs 56 crore

cash and jewellery of Rs 14

crore has been seized till now.

Documents and digital data

have also been seized.

Rs 56 cr cash; Rs 14 cr
worth jewellery
seized in raids

Freebies, welfare
schemes different: SC

Body recovered from
flooded under bridge
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: Body of
an elderly person was re-
covered from the flooded
railway under bridge situ-
ated near Sirsakala of Old
Bhilai Police Station lim-
its. The deceased was a
contract labour of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

The incident possibly
occurred on the interven-
ing night of Thursday. It is
suspected that the man
was on his way back home
from the workplace when
the incident occurred. He
would have tried to cross
the flood underbridge and
drowned.

Old Bhilai Police
Station team reached the
spot and after preparing
an inquest, sent the body
for autopsy. The deceased
was identified as
Devbagas Nirmalkar (59)
a resident of Ward 33,
Sirsakala, Old Bhilai.

He worked as a contract
labour at Bhilai Steel
Plant. According to family
members, he had gone to
work on Wednesday
morning. When he did not
return till late evening,
the family tried to search
for him. On Thursday
morning, his body was
found in the flooded under
bridge.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1111::  Boundary walls sur-
rounded by bougainvillea in the
metropolises look very beautiful
and the landscape of the whole
area improves with its amazing
beauty. The most important fact is
that its cost is very low.
Bougainvillea will be planted in the
boundary wall of government of-
fices along major roads in Durg
city. Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave these instructions to
the municipal commissioners in the
review meeting of urban bodies
held on Wednesday. 

He said that in Jaipur city, vines
of bougainvillea have been planted
in the boundary wall of govern-
ment offices along the main road in
such a way that the beauty of the
city has been greatly enhanced. He
also instructed to beautify struc-

tures like overbridges with such
natural ornamental vines. The
Collector had asked the officials of
the urban bodies to submit 3D pho-
tographs of the proposed beautifi-
cation work along with the details
of the cost. He gave these instruc-
tions during the review of proposed
beautification works.

Collector said that plantation
has to be done on the main roads
and squares of the city. The beauti-
fication plan of the traffic squares /
road intersections has been pre-
pared by the officials. The struc-
tures are already beautiful in many
places. It is just to see that there is
a sufficient plantation. For this pur-
pose, plants like Duranta, Spider
Lily were selected. The Collector
said that plants like Bougainvillea,
Kaner, Carno Carpus should be se-
lected for plantation on the road di-

viders. Various types of plants have
been selected for landscaping. 

Nursery will be prepared for
these plants in the civic bodies it-
self. Collector asked to do a com-
parative study of landscaping in
different cities like Raipur and
Delhi. He said that beautiful land-
scaping has been done on the va-
cant places of major roads in
Raipur, which has enhanced the

beauty of these places. The con-
cept of flower bucket was also ap-
plied in some cities. The Collector
said that such structures have been
built in Dhaula Kuan in Delhi and it
looks very beautiful.

Collector said that the market
has to be organized and arranged.
Vending zones have to be marked
in all the urban bodies. People are
to be helped through NULM to start

business in vending zones. The
Collector said that the bikes will
not be allowed to enter the con-
gested markets. Parking zones will
be created for vehicles where a
nominal annual fee will be charged
from the shopkeepers and visitors. 

Parking charges will be charged
from the customers as per rules.
He said that paver blocks would
also be installed in the markets. In
collaboration with the Chamber of
Commerce, a campaign to keep
dustbins and cleanliness will be run
for all the shopkeepers. He said
that continuous action would be
taken to remove the encroachment
done by the traders on the roads
and strict action will be taken
against them.

The Collector also directed to
launch a massive campaign to re-
move the cattle from the road. This

campaign will commence from
Durg Municipal Corporation. In
Durg, all the  cowcatcher vehicles
will conduct the campaign and a
big team will monitor it. Collector
said that there is a problem with
street lights in some places in the
city. Street lights should be main-
tained regularly and all street lights
must be in working condition. He
asked the officials to review it reg-
ularly.

The Collector asked the
Commissioners of Civic Bodies to
share photographs of the traffic
square / road intersections and
plans for their beautification. The
Collector gave his suggestions for
this task. He said that plantation is
of great importance in the work of
landscaping. Beautiful plants fur-
ther enhance the beauty of squares
and junctions. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: The
Durg-Bhilai Chapter of
Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) has been
awarded the "Best Chapter
Award" for the year 2021-
22.

Bhilai Chapter has been
given this award in view
of the efforts to increase
public awareness about
cultural heritage, estab-
lishment of heritage clubs
in 30 schools with the co-
operation of the govern-
ment and better participa-
tion of children of Durg-
Bhilai schools in various
heritage related competi-
tions at national level.

Bhilai-Durg Chapter
Convenor Dr DN Sharma
expressed his gratitude to-
wards all the lifelong and
ordinary members of

Durg-Bhilai Chapter and
the participating schools
for their active coopera-
tion. He added that in the

current session, better ef-
forts will be made by all
the associate members of
the chapter.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: Employees
belonging  to Utilities,
Power  Electrical & IA
zones of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani 'and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
August 10, 2022 for their ex-
emplary work performance
under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Pali  Shiromani  Award
winners of 4  zones  of
P&E  included  Shakti
Kumar Manikpuri, AGM,
OP-II, Sushildev Bhalekar,
Assistant Manager, PEM,
MC Joy, Assistant
Manager, DNW and Suresh
Kumar Nagdeo, Assistant
M a n a g e r ,

Instrumentation(O) and
Karm  Shiromani  Award
winners  Dilip  Kumar,

OCT, OP-II, Nisir Biswas,
Senior Technician, PEM,
K Balkrishna, C/Man cum

Senior Technician, HME
and Ram Bachan Sahu,
C h a r g e m a n ,

Instrumentation(O), were
felicitated for their exem-
plary work.

The function was
presided over by Asit Saha,
CGM I/c (M&amp;U).
Departmental HODs
Girish Abaji Sorte, CGM
(Utilities), Rajeev Pandey,
CGM (Power Facilities),
Arjunan Shankar, GM I/c
(Electrical), Sant Kumar
Keshkar, GM I/c
(Instrumentation), HK
Sahu, GM I/c (PBS &PEM)
and heads of the various
departments presented the
award winners with a cer-
tificate of merit, memento
and appreciation letter for
the spouse of the employee.
The programme was con-
ducted by Personnel Office
of P&E Zone.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: On the
occasion of 50th death an-
niversary of Late Mini
Mata, people paid tributes
and commemorated her
during a programme or-
ganized in Samoda. In his
address, PHE Minister
Guru Rudra Kumar said
that Late Mini Mata made
significant contributions
in the eradication of un-
touchability in independ-
ent India and towards the
empowerment of women.

Late Mini Mata was in-
strumental in social re-
forms, whether it was
against child marriage or
the need for initiative for
social reforms. Mini Mata
was a pioneer on every
front and always worked
for the development of all
sections. Her role was im-

portant in the formula-
tion of the policies of in-
dependent India.

As a female voice in
Parliament, she gave rep-
resentation to women and
put their subjects before
the Parliament. Late Mini
Mata remained as a sym-
bol of Chhattisgarh's iden-
tity. Guru Rudra  Kumar

said, "As the first woman
MP from Chhattisgarh,
the standards she set and
the ideals she walked, we
are committed to follow
them completely".

Following the path
shown by revered Guru
Ghasidas, she set ideals
before everyone in public
life. She moved ahead with

the principles of truth and
non-violence. "Following
the principles of truth and
non-violence, we will con-
tinuously work towards
making our state strong.
Today we have gathered at
Samoda to commemorate
Mini Mata on her death
anniversary.

It is clear from the pres-

ence of a large number of
people that we are all fol-
lowing the  path shown by
her and will continue to
do so", Guru Rudra
Kumar concluded. On the
occasion, other public
representatives also re-
membered Late Mini
Mata and addressed the
gathering.

SAIL declares Q1 results
for financial year 2022-23

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) posted its financial
performance for the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year 2022-23 (Q1 FY 23).
The company saw a growth
of 16.4% in its revenue from
operations in Q1 FY23 over
corresponding period last
year (CPLY). SAIL also
recorded the best ever Q1
production.
The first quarter of FY'23
saw twin challenges of high-
er input costs and subdued
market demand, both global
and domestic, impacting the
performance of the compa-
ny. High cost of production
due to increase in imported

coking coal prices had an im-
pact on the bottom-line of
the company. The decline in
global demand and prices for
steel had a direct bearing on
the domestic market and
price realisation. Since peak-
ing in April'22, the prices for
steel have continuously re-
mained under pressure dur-
ing the quarter.
The Company, however, said
that the construction and in-
frastructure projects have
gained momentum which
will boost the demand for
steel products. The company
is confident of improved per-
formances in the second half
of the current financial year
with significant reduction in
prices of imported coal and
uptick in demand.

SDRF rescues 13 people stranded in floods

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: The State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) rescued thirteen
people in Durg District
who were trapped in low
lying areas on the banks of
flooded River Sheonath.
Amid the ongoing rains
lashing various regions,
the water level of River
Sheonath is on rise. Brick
kilns, fields, vegetable gar-
dens and several villages
are facing flood like situa-
tions. The administration

is on alert mode to assist
the people in distress. In
Durg city, more than 150
people of 45 families have
been shifted to relief
camps.
As the downpour contin-
ued, SDRF rescued three
labourers who were
trapped in a brick kiln lo-
cated in village Bharda.
Immediately after getting
information, SDRF team
reached the spot and res-
cued Toman Lal Thakur a
resident of village
Bharda, Sahdul Yadav a

resident of West Bengal
and Parasnath Yadav a
resident of Uttar Pradesh.
In the second incident,
SDRF responded to a dis-
tress call from the village
Dandesara.
A man and his wife were
trapped in a vegetable gar-
den (farm house) situated
on the banks of River
Sheonath near Sukkha
Nullah. The team reached
there in motorised boats
and rescued Ramesh
Kumar (30) and his wife
Rampati Bai (24). Later in

the evening, the SDRF
team rescued eight per-
sons who were trapped in
floods at village Hardi
which falls under the ju-
risdiction of Nandini
Police Station. All the
stranded people have been
shifted to safe spots.
With arduous efforts,
SDRF successfully res-
cued all the people strand-
ed in floods. The emer-
gency services are on alert
mode to ensure that no un-
toward incident occurs
and assistance reaches the

affected people in time.
After the release of water
from dams, the water level
in Sheonath is rising con-
tinuously. Water is run-
ning above the old bridge
located on Pulgaon -
Anjora road.
At Mahmara Anicut,
water is running almost
15 feet above the bridge.
Water has been released
in River Sheonath from
Mogra Barrage, Sukkha
Nullah and Ghumaria
reservoir. Small nullahs
from different villages are

also adding water in the
main channel of Sheonath
due to which flood type sit-
uations have occurred in
different spots.
Water has entered into the
localities of Durg city sit-
uated near Sheonath.
Considering the situation,
about 150 people from 45
families of Sheopara,
Durg have been shifted to
relief camps. Durg
Municipal Corporation
has made arrangements of
stay and food for the af-
fected people.
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Posts more than 16% growth in Revenue from Operations over CPLY

Mini Mata made significant contributions
in the social reforms after independence

BSP employees of  Utilities, Power, 
Electrical & IA zones  felicitated

INTACH Bhilai-Durg receives
‘Best Chapter Award’

With Pali Shiromani and Karm Shiromani Award

Bougainvillea to be planted on boundary walls of government offices
Landscaping and beautification will be done in important places

Entries invited for SAIL Swarna
Jayanti Story Writing Competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: SAIL is
organizing "SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Story
Writing Competition -
2022" to commemorate
the "Swarna Jayanti
Year" of SAIL since its
incorporation on
January 24, 1973. The
aim of this story writing
competition is to provide
an opportunity to the
people to write stories re-
lated to SAIL's contribu-
tion in building of our
Nation.

Theme of the competi-
tion is 'SAIL's contribu-
tion in Nation building
in the last five decades.' It
can be written both in
Hindi and English lan-
guages. The writing is
preferred in story telling

form. The writer has the
creative liberty to adopt
any format of story-
telling.

The competition is
open to any citizen of
India including employ-
ees of SAIL and their
families. The word limit
of the story writing com-
petition is 800 words.
Awards and certificates
will be given to the au-
thors of Prizes in each
category i.e. Hindi &amp;
English. The winning en-
tries may also be pub-
lished in SAIL's in-house
journal 'SAIL News'.

Soft copy of the story
has to be sent to email id -
sailstory2022@gmail.co
m latest by 11 PM, 25th
August, 2022, as an at-
tachment with the mail.
A passport size photo-

graph of the writer must
be attached separately in
the same mail. Also, two
hard copies of the story
should reach the follow-
ing address latest by 17:00
hrs August 31, 2022 :
Vinay Jaiswal, AGM
(CAD), Corporate Affairs
Division, Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL),
6th Floor, Ispat Bhawan,
Lodi Road, New Delhi-
11000. For clarification, if
any, you may contact
Vinay Jaiswal, AGM,
(CAD) at 9968605464 / 011
- 24300495 during office
hours.

Names of winners will
be announced in SAIL
Website (www.sail.co.in)
and SAIL Social media
handles (Link of
Facebook and Twitter of
SAIL).
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Minimata dedicated her entire life for
human welfare: Bhupesh Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 11: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that Minimata had an
incomparable persona.
Known for her simplicity
and values, Minimata ded-
icated her entire life to the
welfare of humankind.
She played an important
role in getting the
Prevention of
Untouchability Act passed
in the Parliament, to pro-
tect the civil rights of
Dalits. She not only advo-
cated eradication of social
evils such as child mar-
riage and dowry system in
the society, but also raised
the issue in the
Parliament.

Baghel was addressing

the Minimata Memorial
Day and Pratibha
Samman Samaroh at
Shaheed Smarak Bhawan
in the capital city Raipur
today. This event was or-
ganized by Guru Ghasidas
Sahitya and Sanskriti
Akademi, Chhattisgarh
Satnami Samaj. At the
event, Mr. Baghel released
a special cover issued by
the Post Department on
the occasion of
Minimata’s 50th death an-
niversary.

In his address to the pro-
gram, Chief Minister fur-
ther said that Minimata

was the epitome of women
power and dignity. Her
strong leadership skills
gave her a distinct identity
among the national lead-
ers. She reached the peak
of popularity and recogni-
tion because of her sim-
plicity and demeanor. As
the first female Member of
Parliament (MP) of
Chhattisgarh, her contri-
bution towards upliftment
of Dalits and women will
always be remembered.

Chief Minister said that
Minimata actively partici-
pated in the works of so-
cial reforms and better-

ment of every section of
society. She had good
knowledge of Assamese,
English, Bengali, Hindi
and Chhattisgarhi lan-
guages. She was the em-
bodiment of truth, non-vi-
olence and love. She was
married to Guru
Agamdas, the fourth de-
scendant of Gurubaba
Ghasidas ji. After mar-
riage, she came to
Chhattisgarh from Assam
as Guru Mata, since then
she devoted her whole life
for the development of
this region. After inde-
pendence, the first election

to the Lok Sabha was held
in 1951-52. Minimata was a
member of the Lok Sabha
from 1951 to 1971 as an MP.
She was elected the first fe-
male MP of Lok Sabha
from the Bilaspur-Durg-
Raipur reserved seat in
undivided Madhya
Pradesh. Thereafter, she
won Lok Sabha elections
four times from Janjgir
Lok Sabha constituency
reserved for Scheduled
Castes in the delimitation.

Administration and
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, while
addressing the program,
thanked Chief Minister on
behalf of Satnami Samaj
for naming Giroudpuri as
Guru Ghasidas
Giroudpuri Dham. In the
program, Chief Minister
also felicitated the talented
students and people of
Satnami Samaj, for their
excellent works and
achievements. On this oc-
casion, Raipur Rural MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Raipur Mayor Ejaz
Dhebar, Charoda Mayor
Nirmal Kosale and a large
number of followers of
Satnam Panth were pres-
ent.

NIT Raipur celebrates Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav

Raipur, Aug 11: As per the
proposition from govern-
ment of India, Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM)
and Har Ghar Tiranga is to
be celebrated at our institute
level, in this regard, NIT
Raipur is organizing
“Prabhat Pheries”, which
will consist of a series of
events to spread awareness
about 75th  year
Independence Day, from 11th
to 15th August 2022 from 7 to
8 A.M. in the morning.

On day one, the students,
staff and professors of the

Institute enthusiastically
came together to take part in
“Prabhat pheries” to cele-
brate 75 years of
Independence.

Under the guidance of
Dean, students welfare Dr.
P.Y. Dhekne , NSS coordinat-
ed the event with various
youth clubs of NIT Raipur.
Following this, Abhinay- the
Dramatics club of the insti-
tute performed a street play
under the guidance of Prof.
Incharge Dr. Govardhan
Bhatt, and urged people to
not just celebrate, but also get

to know about the freedom
fighters of India. Prof. M.
Pradhan, Prof. S. Sanyal,
Prof. G. D. Ramtekkar and
many faculty members were
present and motivated the
students. Around 150 stu-
dents from various clubs and
committees of NIT Raipur,
such as NSS, Abhinay,
Technocracy, Innovation
Cell, Click Club, and Raaga -
The Music club attended the
program with gusto. Overall,
the event was successful in
igniting the spirit of patriot-
ism among everyone present.

Second phase admission in colleges
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 11: The first
phase of admission
process has been complet-
ed in the colleges affiliated
to Pt Ravishankar Shukla
University. Students are

seeking admission in col-
leges under the second
phase admission process
starting from August 9.
Students have the opportu-
nity for admission till
August 16. After this the
admission process will be

opened for the remaining
seats. Students are prefer-
ring major colleges of
Raipur, including Science
College, Durga College,
Chhattisgarh College,
Degree Girls College for
admission.

Merit list for admission in
BEd and DEd by 18th 

Raipur, Aug 11: The
State Council of
Educational Research
and Training will re-
lease the first phase
merit list for admission
to BEd and DEd courses
on August 18. The ad-
mission process will
continue till August 25.
The information about
vacant seats will be
given on August 26. The
second list will be re-
leased on September 5.
Based on this, the ad-
mission will be done till
September 9.

On the other hand, the
process of counseling

for the second phase will
start from September 13
and for the third phase
from October 19.
Similarly, online regis-
tration for the first
phase counseling
process in DElEd course
will run from July 29 to
August 3. The first list
will be released on
August 16. Based on this,
students will be able to
enroll till August 23. The
second list will be re-
leased on September 3.
The recruitment
process will continue till
September 8. Similarly,
the process of second
counseling will start
from September 12 and
third counseling will
start from October 19.

Ch’garh logs 298 coronavirus cases,
2 deaths; active tally at 2,706

Raipur, Aug 11:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 298
new COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 3.46 per
cent, taking the overall
tally to 11,70,085, while the
death toll increased by two
to reach 14,085, an official
said. The patient recovery
count rose to 11,53,294
after 516 people recovered
during the day, leaving the
state with 2,706 active
cases, he said.

“Dhamtari led with 35
cases, followed by 30 each
in Durg and Surguja, 23 in
Raipur, 20 in

Mahasamund, 17 in
Rajnandgaon and 10 in
Bemetara, among other
districts. Fresh coron-
avirus cases were reported
in all the 28 districts in the
state,” the official said.

With 8,620 swab samples
examined during the day,
the tally of tests carried
out so far in the state went
up to 1,83,25,347, he added.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,70,085, new cases 298,
death toll 14,085, recovered
11,53,294, active cases
2,706, total tests 1,83,25,347.

Vinay, Harshavardhan win Regional TT,
Badminton titles

Raipur, Aug 11: Raipur
Division won the Table
Tennis and Badminton
title in the Central
Regional Athletics, Table
Tennis and Badminton
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Life Insurance
Corporation Bhopal
Division at TT Nagar
Stadium recently.
Providing the above infor-
mation, the Raipur
Division Secretary of
Sports & Recreation com-
mittee Gajendra Patel said
that Vinay Baiswade from
Raipur Division won the
title in Men’s category
whereas Sakshi Dhanvijay
secured third position in
Women’s category.

Similarly, Harshavardhan
Sharma from Raipur won
the Badminton title.

Senior Divisional
Manager of Raipur LIC
Division Ashok Thakur fe-
licitiated Vinay Baiswade,
Harshavardhan Sharma
and Sakshi Dhanvijay for

their outstanding per-
formance in the Regional
tournament. Manager
(Personnel) N Venkatesh,
XZIIIA General Secretary
Dharmraj Mahapatra,
Joint Secretary VS
Baghel, Raipur Divisional
Insurance Employees

Union President Tirkey,
General Secretary
Surendra Sharma, Vice
President TK Mishra,
Joint Secretary Rajesh
Parate and Secretary
Gajendra Patel also con-
gratulated them for the
success.

Driver and helper flee with
goods worth 22 lakhs 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1111:: A case of embezzle-
ment of goods worth Rs 22 lakh in
electronic equipment dispatched to
Raipur on behalf of a Maharashtra
based company has come to light.
The truck driver along with his own
accomplice allegedly stole goods
worth lakhs of rupees. The two
fled, leaving the truck in a deserted
place.  On matching the goods
loaded in the truck found in
unclaimed condition, goods worth
lakhs of rupees were found miss-
ing. On Wednesday, Kabir Nagar
police registered a crime against
the driver Rashid Khan and Khalid
on complaint of Maharashtra resi-
dent, Zakir Sah. According to Police
the value of the booked goods is
estimated to be around Rs 1.5

crore. The said goods were loaded
from Bhiwandi to Raipur in Blue
Dart Courier on 21st July. Driver
Rashid Khan and Khalid left with
consignment of the goods. The next
day, the Blue Dart courier was to
reach Hirapur in Raipur, but the car
did not reach there. The driver left
the truck with the key in an
unclaimed condition at Shiv Shakti
Dhaba, Sonni.

After around 12 hours the vehi-
cle parked in Rajnandgaon was
detected through GPS installed in
the vehicle. Truck driver and con-
ductor escaped after stealing 10
iPhone mobiles worth Rs 10 lakh, 33
laptops costing Rs 11 lakh and cam-
eras and other items from the 
cartoon.

Application for admission in BTech
Agricultural Engineering till 15th

Raipur, Aug 11: The ad-
mission process for the ac-
ademic session 2021-22 in
BTech Agricultural
Engineering and BTech
Food Technology courses
conducted in government
and private colleges under
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University is
starting from July 25.
Students can apply on the
university website till 15
August. On the basis of
merit list of PET-2022 seat

and college will be allotted
to the candidates on 23rd
August 2022. Candidates
will have to appear for the
document test from
August 24 to 27 at Swami
Vivekananda College of
Agricultural Engineering
and Technology, Raipur.
To secure the allotted pro-
visional seat, it will be
mandatory for the candi-
dates to deposit the fees
online between August 24
to 28.

Recent advancements in Urology discussed

Raipur, Aug 11:
Prominent Urologists
gathered at the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences to discuss recent
advancements in Urology,
including specialized
branches such as Uro-
Oncology, Pediatric
Urology, and Female
Urology in ‘UROCON-
2022’. Experts said that
open, laparoscopic, or ro-
botic surgery is the pre-
rogative of a surgeon.
They can employ new
technology such as robot-
ics for a better outcome.

Prof (Dr) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said
that new technological ad-
vancement in Urology is
re-shaping the outcomes.
‘Networking between dif-
ferent experts and govern-
ment institutions will help
develop specialized
branches of Urology and
result-oriented research.
Urology Department at

AIIMS-R can play a pivotal
role in it, he said.

Dr Mahesh R Desai,
Managing Trustee, and
Consultant, Nadiad called
UROCON-2022 a platform
to provide updates on
Urology. ‘Diverse topics in
the Conference will cer-
tainly help researchers
and students to gain new
insights, he added. Dr.

Desai explained Robotic
Partial Nephrectomy and
said that open, laparo-
scope or robotic surgery
depends on the surgeon’s
preference.

Dr Nikhil Vasdev from
the United Kingdom
(Online) explained Robotic
Radical Cystectomy in
post-Radiation Urinary
Bladder. ‘Robotic cystecto-
my is now widely used to
give the best results.
Evidence supports lower
blood loss and stay with
salvage Robotic
Cystectomy, he said.

Organizing Chairman
Dr Amit R. Sharma said
that UROCON-2022 cov-

ered a wide range of topics
including renal tumor, pe-
nile cancer, testicular can-
cer, bladder cancer, and fe-
male urology. A galaxy of
experts presented their
lectures on specialized top-
ics during the Conference.

Dr. Lalit Shah, Patron,
was awarded the Life Time
Achievement Award by
the Chhattisgarh
Urological Society. The
Conference was also
graced by Dr. Prashant
Bhagwat, Dr. Yogesh
Barpatre, Dr. Deepak
Biswal, Prof. (Dr.) Alok C.
Agrawal, Prof. Sarita
Agrawal, and Prof. Eli
Mohapatra.

RAKSHABANDHAN

On auspicious occasion of ‘Rakshabandhan’, the regional director of Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya Vishwavidyalaya (PBIV) Kamla Didi and other
Brahmakumari didis tied ‘Rakhi’ to CM Bhupesh Baghel at his official residence here
on Thursday and blessed him with good health, long life and lots of happiness. CM
expressed gratitude to all Brahmakumari didis for their love and respect.

CM releases a 
special cover issued
by the Postal
Department on the
50th death anniver-
sary of Minimata

Minimata Memorial
Day and Pratibha
Samman Samaroh

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, and Dr. Mahesh 
R. Desai felicitating Dr. Lalit Shah with Life Time
Achievement Award during UROCON-2022.

Organizing Chairman Dr. Amit R. Sharma addressing 
UROCON-2022 at AIIMS-R.

During UROCON-
2022 at AIIMS-R

Robotic surgery
now widely used for
better outcomes,
says expert

Dr Lalit Shah was
awarded the Life
Time Achievement
Award

Process of admis-
sion till Aug 25

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 11: As per
the data collected by the
State-level Control
Room established by
State Government’s
Revenue and Disaster
Management, an aver-
age rainfall of
743.00mm has been
recorded in
Chhattisgarh from
June 01 to present.
Based on the rainfall

recorded in different
districts of the state
from June 01 to today
i.e. August 11, Bijapur
district has recorded
the highest average
rainfall of 1774.4 mm
and Surguja the lowest
average rainfall of 279.9
mm in the state.

According to the in-
formation received
from the state-level
flood control room, the
average rainfall record-

ed in various districts
of the state since June 1
is as follows- Surajpur
380.1 mm, Balrampur
318.7 mm, Jashpur 381.9
mm, Koriya 396.7 mm,
Raipur 573.0 mm,
Balodabazar 721.1 mm,
Gariaband 842.6 mm,
726.6 mm in
Mahasamund, 912.8
mm in Dhamtari, 778.3
mm in Bilaspur, 786.6
mm in Mungeli, 644.3
mm in Raigarh, 821.7

mm in Janjgir-Champa,
525.2 mm in Korba,
627.4 mm in Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, 717.3
mm in Durg ,
Kabeerdham 711.3 mm,
Rajnandgaon 799.8 mm,
Balod 898.4 mm,
Bemetara 502.3 mm,
Bastar 1089.1 mm,
Kondagaon 855.0 mm,
Kanker 970.5 mm,
Narayanpur 860.6 mm,
Dantewada 1125.4 mm
and Sukma 782.5 mm.

Average rainfall of 743.00 mm recorded in State
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Devotees returned home visiting three shrines

Magarlod, Aug 11: In
the month of Sawan,
devotees of other vil-
lages including Kareli
Badi have returned
home after visiting
Amarnath cave, Baba
Barfani, Vaishnav Devi
in ??Jammu and
Kashmir. These devotees
were surprised to see the
sight of all three Gods in
J&K. The devotees start-
ed the journey from July
29 and returned to their
home village on 
August 8.

Nagesh Verma from

Kareli Badi infomed on
Wednesday that he & his
team visited and offered
obeisance to Shivling of
Lord Shiva in Amarnath.
He informed that in such
weather conditions
Amarnath Yatra is not
possible without the
presence of Army per-
sonnel. The formation of
Shivlinga at Amarnath

was eye awesome. From
here they all visited the
cave of Barfani Baba. He
was stunned to see all
these religious places.

The team comprised of
Gajanand Jaisindhu,
Ramkumar Vaishnav,
Balram Sahu, Puneet
Yadav, Teacher
Vishwanath Yadav and
others.

JSPL Foundation provides financial assistance to 508 girls 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur/Bhubaneswar,
Aug 11: JSPL
Foundation, the CSR
wing of Jindal Steel &
Power (JSP), supported
scholarships to 508 meri-
torious girls from weak-
er sections of the society
in Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to support
their vocational training
& higher education
under its Jindal
Swayam Sampanna
Nari (JSSN) pro-
gramme. Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson of JSPL
Foundation, inaugurat-
ed the programme and
distributed the scholar-
ship letters to the select-
ed girls in a hybrid cere-
mony held on Aug 9.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shallu Jindal said,

“Jindal Swayam
Sampann Nari is a part
of our endeavour to em-
power talented females
and young girls from dis-
advantaged back-
grounds to become self-
sufficient. Many talent-
ed girls are not able to
full fill their ambition to
develop their skills or
pursue higher education
because of financial con-
straints. I am sure that
our JSSN will be the
wind beneath their way
to fulfilling their dreams
and empower them sus-
tainably”.

Participating in the

programme, Yashasvini
Jindal, Advisory Body
Member of JSPL
Foundation expressed
her happiness for such
endeavour of JSPL
Foundation to support
girls from underprivi-
leged backgrounds to get
educated and realise
their dreams to support
their families and con-
tribute to nation build-
ing.

Under this pro-
gramme,508 girls were
selected through a selec-
tion process started in
March 2022. They will be
supported with financial

assistance towards the
course fee and other as-
sociated fees for pursu-
ing vocational train-
ingor academic courses
in professional/general
streams in the institu-
tions/colleges of their
choice. The selected stu-
dents will be supported
for their education in
various skill develop-
ment programmes like
retail trade, nursing &
ANM, beauty therapist,
tailoring, computer
hardware as well as , ac-
ademic courses and pro-
fessional courses includ-
ing Post Graduate
Programmes, MPhil,
Engineering, Medical,
ITI, Law, social work and
others in 20 institutions
across the two states.
The Foundation shall
transfer the amount di-
rectly to the institutions
in which they are study-
ing.

Delivering the wel-
come address Prashant
Kumar Hota, President

and Group Head (CSR &
Education) of JSP high-
lighted the objective and
vision of JSSN pro-
gramme. JSP’s Angul
Location Head and
Executive Director
Hridayeshwar Jha,
Executive Director and
Head of Jindal Power
Tamnar Chhavi Nath
Singh, JSP’s Barbil Unit
Head Brij Badhadra,
Vice-Chancellor with OP
Jindal University Dr RD
Patidar, JSP’s Vice
President (Liaison &
Public Relations, CSR)
Sanjeev Chauhan and
other senior officials
were present on the oc-
casion and inspired the
students. The selected
girls thanked JSPL
Foundation for the sup-
port, for which they be
able to pursue their
dream for education and
skill development. JSP’s
Head (Steel Structure
Division), Punjipathra
Nilesh Shah presented
the vote of thanks.

Two-day sports Madai concludes 

Raipur, Aug 11: On the oc-
casion of World Tribal Day
in Raipur, the colorful fi-
nale of the two-day tradi-
tional sports Madai took
place at Swami
Vivekananda Stadium,
Kota Raipur. About 700
participants from 17 dis-
tricts of the state took part
in this game Madai.

Traditional games were
performed by specially

protected tribes at Khel
Madai. Participants from
different districts partici-
pated with enthusiasm in
traditional games includ-
ing fugdi, gedi, tug of war,
matka race and other tra-
ditional games organised
at Vivekananda Stadium
Kota, Raipur.

Archery was the center
of special attraction in this
event. Youth along with
school children also partic-
ipated in the tribal festival.
This is the first time after
the formation of the state
under the able leadership
and guidance of Tribal
and Scheduled Castes

Development Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
when such a massive event
of specially protected
tribes’ traditional sports
Madai, was organised at
the state level.

Organised by the Tribal
and Scheduled Castes
Development Department,
this sports competition in-
cludes the traditional
games played by various
tribal communities like
archery, slingshot, matka
race, gilli danda, gedi race,
bhaura, fugadi, billa,
pithul and other events.
Traditionally played
sports competitions were
organised for boys and
girls under the age group
of 14 years to 18 years and
above 18 years (female and
male) under open competi-
tion.

It is noteworthy that at
the district level, sports
competition was organised
in the districts from July
22 to 28 by inviting entry
from all the development
blocks falling under pro-
tected tribal community.

School girls tie Rakhi to policemen

Kondagaon, Aug 11: On
occasion of
Rakshabandhan, which is
a symbol of the unwaver-
ing love of brothers and
sisters, the girls and
teachers of different
schools of Kondagaon
city tied rakhi to the po-
licemen and officers of
Police Station Kotwali.
During this SP Dibyang
Patel along with other
Police officers and jawans
of Police Station Kotwali
were present. When all
the staff were tied with
raksha sutra, the young
police officers and jawans
gave gifts to the children.
During this time, the chil-
dren also expressed their
happiness by tying rakhi
to the police officers and
jawans and expressed
their gratitude to the

Kondagaon Police for or-
ganizing such a ceremony.

After that, the school
girls and teachers visited
the police station Kotwali
and saw the work going
on in the police station.
The children saw the
daily activities of the po-
lice station and came to
know the routine of the

policemen. During this,
Additional SP Rahul Dev
Sharma, SDOP Nimitesh
Singh, Reserve Inspector
Manish Rajput, Inspector
Bhimsen Yadav, other po-
lice officers and jawans
and girls and teachers of
various schools of
Kondagaon city were
present.

Sketching, painting competitions mark Tribal’s Day

Raipur, Aug 11: World
Tribal Day is celebrated
around the World each
year on Aug 9. It is ob-
served to promote and
protect the rights of the
World’s Indigenous
Population. To celebrate
and commemorate the oc-
casion of World Tribal
Day The Legal Social
Services Committee
under the able guidance of
Vice Chancellor, HNLU

Prof. Dr. V.C.
Vivekanandan and the
Registrar, HNLU, Dr. Uday
Shankar organised a
Sketching/Painting and
Essay writing
Competition. This was a
small step towards
spreading knowledge
about the tribals and their
contribution to various
social, political aspects,
scientific development
and to their contribution
towards  society through
their traditional knowl-

edge and art of preserv-
ing indigenous ancient
knowledge.

This year the
International Day of the
World’s Indigenous
Peoples worked towards
fulfilling the words of
Vice President of India M.
Venkaiah Naidu, who said
the “Younger generation
should be acquainted
with our History, Culture
& Heritage”, The students
of HNLU, Nava Raipur
contributed their best to
make the programme a
grand success by partici-
pating wholesomely in the
programme organised by
the Legal Social Services
Committee of HNLU.

The Legal Social
Services Committee be-
lieves that ‘A small step to-
wards something big is
the biggest step 
towards it’.

AICTE sponsored
FDP continue

Bilaspur, Aug 11: All the
participants of the
Faculty Development
Program (FDP) on the
modern trends in
Physical Education and
sports organized by the
Department of Physical
Education, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh), were made
to practice Zumba and aer-
obics by Dr. Shalini
Menon, Assistant
Professor Department, in
the morning session, the
first session on Aug 9 of
the program in the premis-
es of the University HRDC
Center.

Thereafter, for the next
two sessions, Dr. Gaurav
Pant from Bharatiya
Vidyapeeth, Pune, was the
subject matter expert who

delivered his lectures on
the historical development
of yoga. Ram Pal Singh, a
participant, welcomed and
briefed about the subject
expert. Dr. Gaurav Pant, in
his lecture, provided de-
tailed information about
the historical development
of Yoga. After that, Dr.
Pant provided detailed in-
formation about the use-
fulness of modern trends
in physical education in
today’s perspective.

In the end, Ram Pal
Singh thanked Dr. Gaurav
Pant. After lunch, an ex-
amination was conducted
for the participants, at
which the question paper
decided by the subject ex-
perts who had lectured till
now was easily solved by
the participants.

Covid-19 vaccination: Special campaign
from Aug 15 to administer booster dose

Raipur, Aug 11: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Steering Committee consti-
tuted for monitoring of
Covid-19 vaccination was
held at Mantralaya under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain on
Wednesday. In the meeting,
the Chief Secretary in-
formed the members of the
committee that during the
period from August 15 to
September 15, special cam-
paign should be carried out
by conducting a special
camp to apply Covid vacci-
nation and booster dose.
He has directed to ensure
vaccination of all govern-
ment employees and their
relatives, beneficiaries of
departmental schemes and
other citizens through this
campaign. Jain has also di-
rected to organize vaccina-
tion camps in five big of-

fices located in the divi-
sional headquarters dur-
ing the period from August
11 to August 14. Similarly,
after August 15, vaccina-
tion camps will be organ-
ised in five big office cam-
puses of block level from
August 19 to 21. In the
meeting, Principal
Secretary, Health
Department, Mrs
Maninder Kaur Dwivedi
informed that on the occa-
sion of 75th anniversary of
independence, booster
doses of Covid-19 will be
given free of cost during
the period from  August
15th to  September 15th
under Amrit Mahotsav. So
far, about two crore 22 lakh
76 thousand 912 people have
been given first dose, one

crore 96 lakh 79 thousand
341 have been given second
dose and 38 lakh one thou-
sand 813 people have been
given booster dose. In the
meeting, state level officials
of Panchayat and Rural
Development, Urban
Development, Revenue,
Women and Child
Development, School
Education, Tribal
Development, Home
Department, Labour
Department gave detailed
information about the strat-
egy-action plan of their de-
partment for Covid vaccina-
tion. In this meeting organ-
ised through video confer-
encing, officers of
Secretary level and Director
of the concerned depart-
ments participated.

Dy Secy to Guv took meeting of
officials for I-Day preparations

Raipur, Aug 11: As per
the instructions of the
Secretary to the Governor,
Mr. Amrit Khalkho,
Deputy Secretary Deepak
Kumar Agrawal took a
meeting of various depart-
mental officers in the con-
text of preparations for
the program to be organ-
ized on the occasion of
Independence Day at the
conference hall of Raj
Bhavan.

He said that on the occa-
sion of the national festi-
val, a reception would be
organised at Raj Bhavan
along with hoisting of the
flag in the evening. He said
that the officers of the con-

cerned department should
discharge their responsi-
bilities cautiously and
make the program suc-
cessful. It was decided in
the meeting that arrange-
ments for the arrival and
entry of the guests during
the reception would be
done jointly by the
Superintendent of Police
and the Chief Security
Officer, Raj Bhavan.

The distribution of invi-
tation letters for the func-
tion will be arranged by

Collector Raipur.
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation was given the
responsibility of cleaning
the Raj Bhavan premises
and roads, arranging col-
orful flags. Horticulture
Department was given the
responsibility of cleaning
the ornamental plants and
lawns. Also, the Covid pro-
tocol will be compulsorily
followed during the pro-
gram. Law and order and
security and traffic
arrangements will be done

by the Collector and the
Superintendent of Police
during the function.

On this occasion
Collector Raipur Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, Municipal
Commissioner Mr.
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Additional SP and officers
of various departments in-
cluding  Kirtan Rathore,
Controller Harvansh Miri,
Chief Security Officer,
Gyanendra Awasthi were
present.

Amarnath, Baba
Barfani and
Vaishnav Devi

Under its Jindal
Swayam Sampanna
Nari prog

700 participants
from 17 districts
participated in the
state level event

Free booster dose
will be given till
Sept 15th

Instructions given
to the officers 
of the concerned
department

Various administrative
changes in CU

Bilaspur, Aug 11:
Dr. Vikas Kumar
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, CSIT
Department, has
been appointed
Coordinator for the
Academic Section till
further orders along
with his current re-
sponsibilities for the
smooth functioning
of various adminis-
trative arrangements
of the Academic
Section of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University, Bilaspur.

For the smooth op-
eration of various ad-
ministrative arrange-
ments of the Store
Section, Rochak
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, Civil Engg.
has been appointed as
Coordinator for the
Store Section in place
of Dr. Vikas Kumar
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, CSIT till
further orders, along
with his present re-
sponsibilities.

p At HNLU

p At Thana Kotwali

Kondagaon, Aug 11: On
third day of ‘Azadi Gaurav
Yatra’ by Congress for
completing 75 kms
‘Padyatra’ under the 75th
Anniversary of

Independence, Bade
Kanara welcomed its MLA
Mohan Markam and
Azadi Gaurav Yatra dele-
gates. On way to the place,
MLA was tied Rakhi by
sisters at different places
in large number.

It is notable here that

Congress through Azadi
Gaurav Yatra is reaching
out to villages and citing
about the sacrifices of rev-
olutionary leaders who
were martyred in the
country’s freedom strug-
gle. On the third day of ar-
rival, a huge crowd of

mothers and sisters and
villagers were present.
During this time, MLA
Mohan Markam gave a pa-
tient hearingi to the prob-
lems and demands of the
villagers.

A total of 52 kilometers
has been covered in last

three days of this Yatra so
far. DCC District President
Jhumuk Dewan, BCC
President Bharat
Devangan, DCC (urban)
President Tarun Golcha
Shakambhari, Board
Member Anurag Patel,
Mandal Presidents, Bridge
Sodhi, Jeevan Nag, Sanjay
Karan, Nandu Dewan,
Yogendra Rathore MP’s
rep duo Dashrath Netam,
Kailash Poyam, MLA’s rep
Budhram Netam, Mahila
Congress President
Tabassum Bano along
with district members,
panch, sarpanch and peo-
ple’s representative,
Congress office bearers
along with the residents of
the area were present.

Sisters tie Rakhi to PCC Chief
On way to
Badekanera under
‘Azadi Gaurav
Padyatra’

On the third day of
Azadi Gaurav
Padayatra, thou-
sands of sisters tied
rakhi bands in the
hands of their MLA
Mohan Markam in
Badeknera. 
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Jagdalpur, Aug 11: 

The programme of
World Tribal Day organ-
ized at the official resi-
dence of CM Bhupesh
Baghel in Raipur was
broadcast in virtual man-
ner at the Town Hall of
Jagdalpur. In the pro-
gramme organized at
Pandit Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Auditorium on
Aug 9, Minister in-charge
Kawasi Lakhma,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain,
Municipal Corporation
Chairperson Kavita Sahu
were welcomed by tying a
traditional turban.

On this occasion,
Minister in charge Kawasi
Lakhma gave individual
forest rights certificates to
400 beneficiaries, 8 com-
munity forest resource
rights letters, 1308 forest
rights holders, granted ad-

ministrative approval of
Rs 11.6 cr for goat shed,
chicken shed, cattle shed,
land improvement, well,
dubri construction work
to tribal farmers. On this
occasion, he provided trac-
tor and trolley to Belputi
farmer Karthik Kashyap
under the scheme run by
Antyavasayee Cooperative
Development Society.
Along with this, Sameer
Kashyap, a student of

Eklavya Vidyalaya located
in Karpawand was felici-
tated for securing 90.5 per-
cent marks in class X.

During this, Minister-in-
Charge Kawasi Lakhma
said that the Chhattisgarh
government has declared
a holiday on the occasion
of World Tribal Day, in
keeping with the tribal
culture here, due to which
the enthusiasm of this fes-
tival has increased mani-

fold. Amidst heavy rains
in Bastar, all the tribals
are celebrating this festi-
val with great enthusiasm.
Congratulating and wish-
ing the World Tribal Day,
he said that due to the poli-
cies of the Chhattisgarh
government, along with
the preservation of the
culture of the tribals,
there has been rapid devel-
opment in the field of eco-
nomic, educational and
health, due to which the
happiness of the tribal
community has increased
manifold.

Collector Chandan
Kumar, SSP Jitendra
Singh Meena, DFO Sahu,
Director of Kanger Valley
National Park Dhamsheel
Ganveer, officers-employ-
ees of Tribal Development
Department and a large
number of tribal people
were present on this occa-
sion.

Materials distributed to 
beneficiary on Tribal's Day

In the programme oragnised at Town Hall with live telecast of CM's prog

Jagdalpur, Aug 11: The
members of Chhattisgarh
Karamchari Adhikari
Federation (CKAF) have
made full preparations for
entering into indefinite
strike from August 22 de-
manding 34 percent DA
and HRA in the seventh
pay scale from the due
date similar to that of the
Central government em-
ployees. Federation office
bearers said that the staff
officers of states like
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh
are getting 34 percent DA,
but in Chhattisgarh, staff
officers are getting only
22%  DA and HRA is also
being received in the 6th
pay-scale. If the above de-
mands of the officers and
employees of CKAF mem-
bers is not fulfilled, then
the government should be
prepared to face the prob-
lems of their entering into
indefinite strike from Aug
22, they added.

Divisional in-charge of
CAKF Kailash Chauhan,

Divisional Convenor
Gajendra Srivastava and
District Convenor RD
Tiwari issued a joint state-
ment, saying that after a
one-day strike on June 29
for the demand of hiked
DA and HRA, a five-day
strike was done from July
25 to 29. Even after this,

the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is continuously ig-
noring their legitimate de-
mands. At the same time,
an order has been given to
provide 4% DA to the cen-
tral employees from July
01, 2022.

On this basis, the DA of
the state employees is less-

er by 16% from the central
employees. Due to which
the limit of patience has
been exhausted among the
employees of the state and
now they have been com-
pelled to go on indefinite
strike from August 22, if
their demands are not ful-
filled well on time.

Federation issues ultimatum till Aug 22
 To fulfill their just

demands

Dongargaon, Aug 11:

Investigations against
the Sarpanch and 'sachiv'
of Gram Samablpur has
been done in many cases.
It is notable here that the
'Panchs' and villagers of
Gram Sambalpur have
lodged complaint in
'Jandarshan' programme
last on Tuesday about
massive irregularities by
the Sarpanch and 'Sachiv'
of Samabalpur and filed
written complaint as well.

After this the Janpad
Dongargaon team noted
down statements of the
Sarpanch and the 'Panchs'
and report in this case has
been sent to the Collector
Rajnandgaon. 'Sabhapati'
Samabalpur - Tilak Sahu
and other Panchs in-
formed that both the
Sarpanch and 'Sachiv'
have done massive irregu-

larities in the official work
and due to which the vil-
lagers are facing massive
problems in receiving the

labour payment. At the
same time the CEO
Janpad Panchayat
Dongargaon is not having

any concrete information
in this regard. On taking
information about the
case, he informed that in-
vestigation has been done
on five-points and he does
not have much of infor-
mation. At the same time,
he claimed that he is not
having any information
about the action taken ei-
ther. This particular atti-
tude of CEO Janpad
Panchayat Dongargaon is
raising many eyebrows.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the investi-
gation team reached
Gram Panchayat
Sambalpur on Aug 3 and
in this on behalf of the
Janpad Panchayat
Heeralal Sende, Kundan
Mandavi and Heera
Netam were present. They
noted down statements by
the Sarpanch and the
'sachiv'.

Janpad Dongargaon team submits memo to Collector
On alleged irregularities by Sarpanch and 'sachiv' of Gram Samabalpur

Nandini-Ahiwara, Aug 11:
On the last Monday of the
holy month of Sawan, a
grand huge Kanwar Yatra
was taken out by Shri
Rukkadnath Bolbam
Committee Ahiwara, in
which Shiva devotees took
out a grand yatra.

More than three thou-
sand Shiva devotees
reached Triveni Sangam
Sagani, after which all the
devotees took a bath in the
Triveni Sangam River,
after that the yatra was
started by filling water in
Kanwar and chanting

mantras. In the said yatra,
the yatra proceeded to
Ahivara and Jalabhishek
was performed on the
Shiva temple of Ayyappa
temple. For the first time
in Ahiwara, the special at-
traction hivarambh Dhol
Tasha Pathak', who came
from Nagpur
(Maharashtra), showed
their feat, to see which a
huge crowd of people had
thronged.Natwar Lal
Tamrakar, the convener of
the said program and the
office bearers of the com-
mittee were present.

Three thousand devotees’
perform Jalabhishek 

KKoorrbbaa,,  AAuugg  1111::  

Mayor Rajkishore Prasad
inaugurated the newly built
community forum in Adivasi
Shaktipeeth located near
Budhwari Maharana Pratap
Chowk. On this occasion,
District Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar, Chairman
Shyamsunder Soni, MIC mem-
ber Santosh Rathore, Councilor
Shailendra Singh Pappi etc.
were especially present.  On
this occasion, Mayor Mr. Prasad
said that on the special recom-
mendation of Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agarwal, community

forum has been constructed
here, with the construction of
this platform; more facilities
will be available for various
social and cultural programs
organized here.  Various cultur-
al and social programs were
organized in Tribal Shaktipeeth
on the occasion of World Tribal
Day, blood donation camp was
also organized on this occasion,
youth and other citizens of the
society donated blood. Mayor
Mr. Rajkishore Prasad, District
Panchayat President Mrs.
Shivkala Kanwar, Chairman Mr.
Shyamsundar Soni honored the
participants.

Mayor inaugurates community
forum in tribal Shaktipeeth

Jagdalpur, Aug 11: 

A rally was taken out by
the members of Sarva
Adivasi Samaj (SAS) on
occasion of World Tribal
Day on Tuesday after of-
fering prayers to the
Ishtadev at Dharampura
PG College Chowk. The
rally turned into a meet-
ing after reaching Lalbagh
Maidan, passing through
the main thoroughfares in
city. Addressing the gath-
ering on this occasion, the
heads of the society said
that on this day, Tribal Day

is celebrated all over the
world. He said that preser-
vation of tribal traditions
is an important responsi-
bility of the new genera-
tion. We have to move for-
ward with development. It
is just by saying that 'Ek
teer-Ek Caman, Sabhi
Adivasi Ek Saman' it
would lead to social. We
have to move forward with
social, cultural and eco-
nomic development, only
then tribal society can get
the desired position in the
world. During this, MLAs
Rekhchandra Jain,

Prakash Thakur, Jagdish
Chandra Maurya, Navneet
Chand, Maniram
Kashyap, Ratan Kashyap,
Puran Singh Kashyap,
Santu Maurya, Ganga
Nag, Balram Maurya,
Basant Kashyap,
Lokeshwar Kashyap,
Sharda Kashyap, writing
lyrics, Ban Singh Maurya,
Somaru Baghel,
Roopchand Nag, Samu
Maurya, Pus Kumar
Kashyap, Abhay Kumar,
Baldev Maurya, Maya
Nag, Mandar Nag, Anil
Nag etc. were present.

SAS members take out
rally to mark Tribal's day

Koriya, Aug 11: 

Under the guidance of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, women of self-
help groups in the district
are preparing the tricolor
flag with great enthusi-
asm, as part of the 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence celebrations.
President of Adarsh Hind
Mahila Self Help Group,
Patna of development
block Baikunthpur, said
that the flags made by us

would be hoisted from
house to house and so far
the group has made 300
flags. She said that with
the help of the district ad-
ministration, tricolor
cloth stitching to printing
Ashok Chakra in flags, are
being done by the group
and the finished flags are
being packaged and sold
in the stalls set up in the
Collectorate. So far 6 thou-
sand flags have been pre-
pared by the women of 5
Self Help Groups of the

district, in which Korea
Self Help Group of
Janakpur in Bharatpur
Block has 4 thousand,
Women Savings Self Help
Group of Chavghada in
M a n e n d r a g a r h
Development Block one
thousand, of Baikunthpur
Development Block. 300
flags have been prepared
by Chhindiya Self Help
Group, 300 by Adarsh Self
Help Group of Patna and
400 by Roshni Self Help
Group.

Women SHG preparing tricolor on large scale
Under 'Humar Tiranga Campaign'

Konta, Aug 11: The tribal
region of Chhattisgarh is
facing an all-round attack
of water-borne diseases
these days and there is
panic among the people.
Two years back Corona
has taken away thousands
of lives and in the  mean-
while, people are reaching
the hospital one by one
with symptoms of
Dengue. The entry of
Swine flu has made people
spend sleepless nights and
it is worth noting that
Malaria is continuing to
wreak havoc in the tribal
dominated areas amid the
mosquito eradication
'malaria free campaign',

wherein crore has already
being spent!  

In view of this the tall
claims of the government
are proving to be hollow.
Sources informed that
more than 10,700 patients
have been identified with
Malaria in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The highest
malaria affected district in
the state is Dantewada,
where 3449 patients have
been found and 2696 in
Bijapur, and 957 patients
have been identified in
Sukma district.

Brings into open tall
claims of govt:

Officials say that people
are being made aware to

prevent the spread of
Malaria. Treatment of
Malaria affected patients
is going on. For treatment
and identification, there is
a system from the primary
health center to every
ward, gram panchayat
across the state. With
timely detection and treat-
ment, patients recover
faster. Malaria mosqui-
toes originate from gather-
ing of stale water and one
should not allow dirty
water to stagnate around
one's premises. The offi-
cials are only giving assur-
ances but the ground reali-
ty is telling a different
story.

The outbreak of malar-
ia in Sukma district has
exposed the government's
tall claims and about its
'Malaria Free Campaign'.
In such a situation, the
question arises whether
the campaign was con-
ducted in the ward or just
in files spending crores?
So now the most pertinent
of all the questions as to
why people are suffering
from malaria, even when
the campaign was
launched and succeeded?
The urban body is spend-
ing crores of rupees every
year in cleaning the
drains, yet malaria is
spreading.

Outbreak of malaria and dengue continues in state

MMaaggaarrlloodd,,  AAuugg  1111::  

The Sarpanch and Panchs of
Kareli badi have rallied in the
Jandarshan to cancel the trans-
fer of the Secretary and urged
the Collector to keep his post-
ing intact and cancel the order
issued. Gram Panchayat Kareli
Badi's representative
Sarpanch, Secretary, after
reaching Collector Jandarshan
on Monday made request to
the Collector in this regard.
They informed that the
Secretary of Gram Panchayat
Kareli Badi has been trans-
ferred to Navagaon
(Dhaurabhatha) without any
complaint and in his place
Birjhuli has been given a new
posting.  

Sarpanch Domar Singh
Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch Padum
Sahu, Daneshwar Sinha,
Birchand Sahu informed that
the secretaries come regularly
and perform the government
work and everyone is satisfied
with their work. The public rep-
resentatives and the villagers
do not want to do the duty of

those who do better work else-
where.  This transfer order was
issued on July 26. After this,
the public representatives are
unhappy with this attitude of
the government. After reaching
the Collector's office, they
urged to cancel the order and
demanded posting of ex-
Secretary of in Kareli Badi
Panchayat. Panch Jiteshwar
Sahu, Ishwari Sahu, Indra Bai
Sahu, Parvati Sahu, Poornima
Sahu, Parvati Nishad, Pinky
Rao, Hemlata Sinha, Maneka
Sarathi said that the secretary
should not be transferred,
Panchayat works better, every
record of them is correct.  Due
to the presence of the secre-
tary, the beneficiaries do not
have to wander here and there.
The Secretary has been giving
duty in the office time regard-
ing the problems of gover-
nance and general public by
being regular in the gram pan-
chayat, everyone is satisfied
with his work.  They also
remain happy. The delegation
urged the District Collector to
cancel the transfer order.

Villagers urge to cancel
the transfer order 

Of the Secretary of Karelibadi; delegation meets Collector

PRECUATIONARY MEASURES

Women wearing masks visit a market, in New Delhi, Thursday.

CLOSE BOND

New Delhi: Congress leaders and siblings Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
posted a montage of pictures on Raksha Bandhan revealing their close bond right
from their growing up years to their political present as Congress leaders. 
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BRIEF

Mishap
Pratapgarh: Two
men were killed when
their bike hit an elec-
tric pole near Sukhpal
Nagar turn of Nagar
Kotwali police station
area here, police said
on Thursday. Circle
Officer (City) Abhay
Pandey said that
Jaswir, 25, who was
riding the bike, died
on the spot, while the
other, Manoj, 30, suc-
cumbed to injuries in
hospital.

Burst
Panaji: A tyre of a
Dornier aircraft of
the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) burst
during routine tests
on a runway at the
Dabolim airport in
Goa on Friday, a sen-
ior official said. The
incident, which took
place in the after-
noon, delayed several
flights operating from
the airport, airport
sources said.

Bail
Mumbai: The
Bombay High Court
on Thursday granted
bail to Vipul Chitalia,
former vice-president
of Mehul Choksi-pro-
moted Gitanjali
Group, more than
four years after he
was arrested in the
multi-crore rupees
Punjab National
Bank (PNB) scam.
The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
arrested Chitalia in
March 2018 alleging
that he was responsi-
ble for handling unau-
thorised Letters of
Undertaking (LoUs)
and foreign Letters of
Credit (FLCs) and
maintaining 
contact with the bank
officials.

Defeated
Shimla: A no-confi-
dence motion moved
by the Congress and
the CPI-M against the
Jai Ram Thakur gov-
ernment in Himachal
Pradesh was defeated
by voice vote in the
state Assembly on
Thursday. The voting
took place at 4.50 pm
after the opposition
legislators walked out
from the House dur-
ing the chief minis-
ter’s reply at 3.52 pm.

Watery grave
Banda: At least four
people drowned and
several others went
missing on Thursday
when a boat capsized
in the Yamuna in
Banda district’s
Marka area, police
said. The incident
took place when the
boat was going from
Marka to Jarauli
Ghat in Fatehpur dis-
trict, they said.
Superintendent of
Police Abhinandan
said the boat was car-
rying 30-35 people.

Road blockade
Indore: Angry over
not being allowed to
tie rakhis to their
brothers lodged in
the Central Jail
here, a group of
women briefly
staged a road block-
ade in front of the
prison in protest on
Thursday.
Eyewitnesses said a
large number of
women gathered out-
side the Central Jail
to tie rakhis to their
incarcerated broth-
ers on the occasion
of Raksha Bandhan.
However, when the
prison authorities
denied them permis-
sion to enter the
building, the women
got annoyed and
blocked traffic on
the road in front of
the jail, they said.

Patna, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav on Thursday assert-
ed that his newly formed
government will deliver
on the promise of provid-
ing 10 lakh jobs that he
had made while spear-
heading the RJD’s cam-
paign during the assembly
elections in 2020.

Yadav claimed that his
boss Nitish Kumar, with
whom he took oath the day
before, has issued instruc-
tions to the officials con-
cerned to accord top prior-
ity to job creation.

JD(U) leader Kumar
took oath as Bihar Chief
Minister for the eighth
time on Wednesday. The
development took place a
day after Kumar snapped
ties with the BJP-led NDA
and joined hands with the
RJD and other Opposition
parties, including the
Congress, to form a
Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment. There are so

many vacant posts in gov-
ernment departments. We
will begin by filling these
up. Just for the time till we
become fully functional
after proving a majority
on the floor of the assem-
bly , Yadav told NDTV
news channel.

It was not just a promise
but an acknowledgement
of the crying need for em-
ployment generation in
Bihar, the deputy chief
minister said. We cannot
think of going back on it
since people had showered
their blessings in the elec-
tions in which the RJD-led

alliance polled only about
12,000 votes less, across all
243 assembly seats than
the NDA , he recalled.

The RJD heir apparent
also blamed the BJP for
the negative perception
about his party which is
often accused of the use of
muscle power, resulting in
bad law and order.

The problem is we do
not know how to do public-
ity for ourselves. The BJP,
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is adept at
publicity. But the people
will see through their alle-
gations once they get to
see the performance of
our government , said
Yadav. Agreeing with the
contention of the JD(U)
that the BJP was trying to
split it despite being an al-
liance partner, the RJD
leader said Nitish Kumar
ji was under so much pres-
sure ..they (BJP) were try-
ing to do in Bihar what
they have done in all
states. Intimidate or lure
with money .

‘We will deliver on the
promise of job creation’

Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 

218 kg of ganja
seized in Nagpur 

JJaaiippuurr:: The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence seized
218 kg of ganja from a truck in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur on a tip-
off provided by the Rajasthan
Police, an official said here on
Thursday. The seized narcotics
valued about Rs 40 lakh in the
market, he said.

The consignment was being
taken to Rajasthan from
Visakhapatnam, Additional
Director General of Police
(Crime) Ravi Prakash Mehra
said. 

He said they received intelli-
gence inputs about the smug-
gling of ganja from
Visakhapatnam to Ajmer dis-
trict of Rajasthan on August 8.

Two youths were sent by
smuggler Shivraj Mahavar of
Nagaur district in Rajasthan to
Visakhapatnam to take the
delivery of the consignment.
Both youths were returning via
Nagpur’s Kardha area when the
consignment was seized.

Earlier, a police team
reached the Pushkar area of
??Ajmer and apprehended one
of Shivraj’s accomplices there
and enquired about it. He told
them about the arrival of the
consignment. The DRI was
informed about the consign-
ment, which was traced near
the Kardha toll booth.

Bolpur (WB), Aug 11 (PTI):
Senior Trinamool
Congress leader Anubrata
Mondal was Thursday ar-
rested by the CBI from his
residence here in connec-
tion with a cattle smug-
gling case, after twice skip-
ping his scheduled appear-
ance before the central
probe agency in three
days, an official said.

The CBI served a notice
to Mondal under Section
41 of CrPC before arrest-
ing him for allegedly not
cooperating in its probe
into the scam, he said.

Earlier in the day, a CBI
team comprising at least
eight officers along with

personnel of central forces
reached the Birbhum dis-
trict president’s residence
around 10 am, and con-
ducted a search operation,
as part of the investiga-
tion. Mondal was grilled
in a room on the second

floor of his residence for
almost an hour, the official
said. “We have arrested
him for non-cooperation
in the investigation into
the cattle smuggling case.
We have found Mr
Mondal’s direct involve-

ment in the scam. We will
question him today and
take necessary action as
per law,” he told PTI.
Mondal had skipped his
scheduled appearance on
Monday and Wednesday,
citing ill-health. The offi-
cial said the CBI would
also question the doctor of
a Bolpur hospital who had
prescribed Mondal bed
rest for 14 days. Sleuths of
the probe agency are con-
ducting raids at residences
of several close associates
of the TMC leader as well,
the official added.
Mondal’s arrest comes
close on the heels of the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) apprehending now-
suspended TMC leader
and former Bengal minis-
ter Partha Chatterjee in a
school jobs scam.

CATTLE SMUGGLING CASE

TMC’s Anubrata Mondal arrested

Trinamool Congress leader Anubrata Mandal after his 
arrest by the CBI in connection with a cattle smuggling case,
at Bolpur in Birbhum district of West Bengal, Thursday.

 CBI raids 
underway at close
aides’ residences

Ranchi, Aug 11 (PTI):

In a veiled attack on the
BJP, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday claimed
that attempts to topple the
Jharkhand government
boomeranged and resulted
in the loss of government
in Bihar. The Congress
leader’s statement came a
day after Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
dumped the BJP and
joined hands with the RJD-
led Mahagathbandhan’
(Grand Alliance) to form a
new government in
Jharkhand. I heard that at-
tempts were made to top-
ple the Jharkhand govern-
ment. In the terminology
of cricket, they bowled a
bouncer but Jharkhand

played a hook shot and
they lost their government
in Bihar, Baghel said here.

There were allegations
in recent times that the
BJP is trying to overthrow
the JMM-led government
in Jharkhand. The
Chhattisgarh CM said,
Earlier, ED and CBI used to

visit Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh. They would
now also visit Bihar.

Addressing a gathering
on the concluding pro-
gramme of the two-day
Jharkhand Tribal Festival
here, Baghel alleged that
the Centre is trying to
snatch the rights of tribal
and rural people. The
rights given under Forest
Rights Act are being
stopped. The power of
Gram Sabha is being re-
stricted. For the develop-
ment of forest dwellers,
schools, roads, Anganwadi
centres and ponds are
needed but they are not
being set up, he said.

The Congress leader
said people have to be
aware of their rights and
fight for them.

‘BJP bowled bouncer’ to
J’khand, lost govt in Bihar’

Bhupesh Baghel 

Bengaluru, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) here have identified
a way to estimate ancient
seawater temperature by
probing tiny bones in the
ears of fish.

Oceans cover three
quarters of the Earth’s
surface and host many re-
markable life forms. Earth
scientists have been at-
tempting to reconstruct
the seawater temperature
over time, but it is not easy
to do so.

“When you go back in
time, you don’t have any
fossilised seawater, ex-
plains Ramananda
Chakrabarti, Associate
Professor at the Centre for
Earth Sciences (CEaS),

IISc, and corresponding
author of the study pub-
lished in ‘Chemical
Geology’, in a press re-
lease issued by IISc on
Wednesday.

Therefore, he and his
PhD student, Surajit
Mondal, in collaboration
with Prosenjit Ghosh,
Professor at CEaS, turned
to ‘otoliths’ tiny bones
found in the inner ear of
fish.

Like corals, otoliths are
made of calcium carbon-
ate and grow throughout a
fish’s lifetime by accumu-
lating minerals from sea-
water. Similar to tree
rings, these otoliths also
hold clues to the fish’s age,
migration patterns, and
the type of water that the
fish lived in.

For several years,
Chakrabarti and his team
have been tracking calci-
um carbonate deposits
found in tiny animals like
corals or foraminifera.

In the current study,
they chose otoliths as sci-
entists have discovered
fossilised otolith samples
dating as far back as the
Jurassic period (172 mil-
lion years ago).

The researchers used
six present-day otolith
samples collected from dif-
ferent geographical loca-
tions along the east coast
of North America.

They analysed the ratio
of different calcium iso-
topes in these otoliths with
a Thermal Ionisation
Mass Spectrometer
(TIMS).

Indian researchers use fish ear bones
to estimate seawater temperature

Surat, Aug 11: 

Efforts made with the
right intention always
yield the results. The dra-
matic transformation of
Udhna railway station in
Surat by noted entrepre-
neur and environmental
crusader Greenman Viral
Desai is a perfect example
of this adage.

The transformation has
been recognised by the
India Book of Records,
which has named the
Udhna railway station as a
green railway station for
ecosystem restoration and
climate action.

The record for a Green
Railway Station for
Ecosystem Restoration &
Climate Action was set by
Greenman Viral Desai in
partnership with Indian
Railways at the Udhna
Railway Station, Surat, the
prestigious India Book of

Records said in its record
citation. India Book of
Records handed over the
record certificate to Viral
Desai and railway officials
in Surat recently.

A place in India Book of
Records officially recog-
nises Udhna railway sta-
tion as the first green rail-
way station in the world.

We are thrilled to find a
place in the India Book of
Records. But, more impor-
tantly, we are happy that
we have been able to
demonstrate that where
there is a will, there is a
way. We have been able to
transform Udhna railway
station in just over three
years, and are thankful to
the Indian railways for
their faith in us. We are
also thankful to our volun-

teers for their untiring ef-
forts and dedication in
achieving this transforma-
tion. The record truly be-
longs to them, Viral Desai
said.

The record for ecosys-
tem restoration and cli-
mate action comes at a
time when the challenge of
climate change is worsen-
ing by the day and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has been urging other
world leaders to step up
global efforts to mitigate
the impact of climate
change.

Hearts At Work
Foundation, the NGO run
by Viral Desai, had adopt-
ed the Udhna railway sta-
tion in 2019. In just three
years, the foundation has
managed to transform the
railway station into a
green railway station
through a series of envi-
ronmental initiatives.

Udhna station finds place in India Book of Records 
 As a green 

railway station 

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):

Bestselling children’s
author Sudha Murty
brings alive the fragrance
of the flowering mango
tree as she pays tribute to
the king of fruits in her
new chapter book, “How
the Mango got its Magic”.

The book, illustrated by
Priyanka Pachpande, is
part of the Penguin
Random House India’s
(PRHI) ‘Puffin’ chapter
book series. It is currently
available for sale across of-
fline and online stores.

“All of us like mangoes
which come in summer.
It’s our national fruit!
Every state has its own
variation. The size may be
similar, but the taste is fan-
tastic... I often wondered

how the summer mango
got its sweetness and I
wove this story for
younger children hoping
they enjoy it as much as
they enjoy the magical
mangoes,” said Murty.

Her previous books in
the chapter book series in-
clude “How the Sea be-
came Salty”, “How the
Onion Got its Layers” and
“How the Earth Got its
Beauty”.

The hearty tale is a
story of a village where
mangoes were ornamental
fruits — more sour than
sweet — and how the ar-
rival of a guest and later a
girl, who got free from a
curse after being caught
stealing mangoes, resulted
in the fruit turning deli-
ciously sweet.

It is dotted with captivat-
ing and charming illustra-
tions by Pachpande.

“The starting point for
this book was the
Mangoes! One of the most
loved fruits with many
memories associated with
it for many people — from
picking the fruit, the fra-
grance of the flowering
mango tree, the different
varieties of Mango and
the different ways of eat-
ing it!,” explained the il-
lustrator of the book and
the chapter series.

“Visually, the stark deep
green of the leaves and the
bright green or shining
yellow of the raw/ripe
mangoes was a starting
point for the colors,” she
added.

According to the pub-
lishers, Murty’s latest
book is an ode to our
favourite summer fruit,
and makes you wonder
how the mango got its
magical, delicious sweet-
ness.

Author Sudha Murty pays tribute to favourite fruit mango
 In new 

children’s book



SCHOLZ MEETS JOURNALISTS

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz is reflected in glass as he stands in front of journalists
after addressing a press conference on current domestic and foreign policy issues in
Berlin on August 11.

DROUGHT 

Dried out fields at the Euston Estate farm, outside Thetford. Skyrocketing energy prices, drought and historic heat-
waves are all heavily affecting the Euston Estate farm, who has been forced to make painful choices to save part of
his crop.
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London, Aug 11 (PTI):

The Indian diaspora in
the UK, estimated over 1.5
million, has been called
upon to join the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign this
weekend in the lead up to
India’s Independence Day
celebrations on Monday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
launched the campaign re-
cently as part of the ongo-
ing ‘Azadi Ka Marit
Mahotsav’ commemorating
the 75th anniversary of
Indian Independence from
colonial rule. As part of the
campaign, Indians are in-
vited to fly the tricolour in
their homes and on their so-
cial media platforms to
deepen their connect with

the national flag. Recently,
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given
the call of Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign between
13-15 August; I take this op-
portunity to call upon you
to fly the Tiranga and be a
part of this campaign, Sujit
Ghosh, the Acting Indian
High Commissioner to the
UK, said at an Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav event at
the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan Centre in London
last week. This journey of
75 years has truly been a re-
markable one. Today, India
is the fastest growing major
economy in the world driv-
en by the mantra of ‘sabka
saath, sabka vikas, sabka
vishwas and sabka
prayas’.“India is home to 1.3

billion people, known for its
robust democracy, its diver-
sity, inclusiveness, its cre-
dentials as an economic
power, together with our
strength in science and
technology, said Ghosh, who
took charge as Deputy High
Commissioner at India
House in London in recent
weeks and is Acting High
Commissioner until the ar-
rival of Vikram
Doraiswami the current
Indian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh.

Diversity and inclusive-
ness are not just concepts
for us, these values are
there ingrained in our DNA
for the last 5,000 years. We
don’t study these just for
some academic satisfaction,
we live it every moment in

India, he added. The event,
hosted by Bhavan Centre
Executive Director Dr MN
Nandakumara and attended
by leading diaspora repre-
sentatives, parliamentari-
ans, businesspersons and
philanthropists, is the popu-
lar Indian centre’s annual
Independence Day celebra-
tion in west London.

Councillor Daryl Brown,
the Deputy Mayor of
Hammersmith and Fulham,
spoke of the west London
borough’s historic Indian
connect strengthened by the
cultural centre. More than
3,300 residents in
Hammersmith and Fulham
belong to the Indian ethnic
group and we are delighted
to have the Bhavan Centre
in our ward.

Indian envoy flags ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign for diaspora in UK

United Nations, Aug 11 (PTI):

China has blocked a pro-
posal by the US and India
at the United Nations to
blacklist Abdul Rauf
Azhar, the brother of
Jaish-e Mohammed (JeM)
chief Masood Azhar and
the deputy chief of the
Pakistan-based terror
group, in the second such
move by Beijing in less
than two months.

Beijing put a hold on the
latest proposal a day after
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj told a Security
Council meeting chaired
by China that the practice
of placing holds and
blocks on listing requests
without giving any justifi-
cation must end and as-
serted that the credibility
of the sanctions regime

was at an all-time low.
Abdul Rauf Azhar, born

in 1974 in Pakistan, was
sanctioned by the US in
December 2010. He was the
mastermind of the hijack-
ing of the Indian Airlines
Flight IC-814 in 1999 which
led to the release of his
brother Masood Azhar
from a prison in India.

On Wednesday, sources
said China, a permanent
member of the Council
and an all-weather ally of
Pakistan, put a hold on a
proposal by the US and
India to designate Abdul
Rauf Azhar as a global ter-
rorist and subject him to
assets freeze, travel ban
and arms embargo.

This is the second time
in less than two months
that China has put a hold
on a listing by the US and
India to blacklist a
Pakistan-based terrorist

under the sanctions com-
mittee of the UN Security
Council.

In June this year, China
had put a hold, at the last
moment, on a joint propos-
al by India and the US to
list Pakistan-based terror-
ist Abdul Rehman Makki
under the 1267 Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council.

Makki is a US-designat-
ed terrorist and brother-
in-law of Lashkar-e-Taiba
head and 26/11 master-
mind Hafiz Saeed.

New Delhi and
Washington had put a
joint proposal to designate
Makki as a global terrorist
under the 1267 ISIL and Al
Qaida Sanctions
Committee of the UN
Security Council but
Beijing placed a hold on
this proposal at the last
minute here.

China stalls India, US bid to
blacklist JeM terrorist

Kathmandu, Aug 11 (PTI):

China has pledged Rs 15
billion in grant assistance to
Nepal to invest in various
projects this year in the land-
locked Himalayan nation
after visiting foreign minis-
ter Narayan Khadka held
wide-ranging talks with his
Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi to further cement the bilat-
eral ties. Khadka, who is on
an official visit to China at
the invitation of Wang, met
Wang in the eastern Chinese
city of Qingdao on
Wednesday.

“The two foreign ministers

took stock of overall aspects
of Nepal-China relations and
agreed to promote further co-
operation in various sectors,
including trade, connectivity,
investment, health, tourism,
poverty alleviation, agricul-
ture, disaster management,
education, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges,
among others,” the Nepalese
foreign ministry said in a
statement here. Both sides
expressed satisfaction over
the progress made in a range
of matters of bilateral coop-
eration since the official visit
of Wang to Nepal in March
this year. Wang, also a State

Councillor, announced that
China will provide a Rs 15 bil-
lion (800 million RMB) grant
to Nepal to invest in projects
selected by Nepal for the year
2022. Wang also announced 3
million RMB worth disaster
relief materials as per
Nepal’s request. “China will
also provide Nepal with an
additional 12 million RMB
worth of medical items and
logistics,” according to the
statement. China will pro-
vide additional COVID-19
vaccines and related med-
ical assistance as much as
required by the Himalayan
nation, it said.

China to provide Rs 15 billion assistance
to Nepal to invest in projects

Washington, Aug 11 (PTI):

US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said that Washington
cannot allow Beijing to es-
tablish a new normal in
Taiwan with its provocative
drills and warplane incur-
sions in the Taiwan Straits,
in retaliation to her high-
profile visit to the self-ruled
island last week.

“What we saw with China
is that they were trying to
establish sort of a new nor-
mal. And we just can’t let
that happen,” Pelosi told a
news conference on
Wednesday after her trip to
Asia.

China on Wednesday an-
nounced that it has “suc-
cessfully completed” its
week-long and unprecedent-
ed military drills that have

essentially encircled
Taiwan, warning that
Beijing will organise regu-
lar combat patrols as a new
normal to enforce its one-
China policy.

Initially, the People’s
Liberation Army an-
nounced the war games in
the busy Taiwan Strait from

August 4 to 7, the day after
Pelosi who is the highest-
ranking US leader to have
visited Taiwan in 25 years,
left Taipei after high-level
meetings.

It later kept extending
them, keeping the break-
away island on tenterhooks.

The Chinese military ex-

ercises involved hundreds
of warplanes, dozens of
naval ships, including an
aircraft carrier group with
nuclear submarine in tow,
amid assertions by the offi-
cial media here that such
war games in the busy
Taiwan Strait will be a new
normal.

We didn’t go there to talk
about China. We went there
to praise Taiwan. And we
went there to show our
friendship to say, China can-
not isolate Taiwan,’ Pelosi
asserted.

The visit delivered a clear
statement that America’s
commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific is un-
shakeable, Pelosi noted.

She said bilateral discus-
sions centred around seiz-
ing opportunities and ad-

dressing shared challenges,
including upholding the
democracy in the face of au-
tocracy, fostering robust
economic growth, including
through the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework and
in governance, responding
to COVID-19 and climate cri-
sis. House Foreign Affairs
Committee chairman
Gregory Meeks told re-
porters that Pelosi’s visit to
Taiwan illustrated that no
matter what Chinese
President Xi Jinping said,
the US was going to stand
by its friends and allies.
Indian American
Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi, who was
part of the Congressional
delegation to Taiwan, was
also present at the news
conference.

US cannot allow China’s new 
normal’ over Taiwan, says Pelosi

United Nations, Aug 11 (PTI):

Over seven per cent of
India’s population owns
digital currency, according
to the UN, which said that
the use of cryptocurrency
rose globally at an un-
precedented rate during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The UN trade and develop-
ment body UNCTAD said
that in 2021, developing
countries accounted for 15
of the top 20 economies
when it comes to the share
of the population that
owns cryptocurrencies.
Ukraine topped the list
with 12.7 per cent, followed
by Russia (11.9 per cent),
Venezuela (10.3 per cent),
Singapore (9.4 per cent),
Kenya (8.5 per cent) and
the US (8.3 per cent).

In India, 7.3 per cent of
the population owned digi-
tal currency in 2021, rank-
ing seventh in the list of
top 20 global economies for
digital currency owner-
ship as share of popula-
tion. Global use of cryp-
tocurrencies has in-

creased exponentially dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, including in developing
countries, UNCTAD said.
In three policy briefs pub-
lished on Wednesday, it
said that while these pri-
vate digital currencies
have rewarded some and
facilitate remittances,
they are an unstable finan-
cial asset that can also
bring social risks and
costs. The policy brief ti-
tled All that glitters is not
gold: The high cost of leav-
ing cryptocurrencies un-
regulated examines the
reasons for the rapid up-
take of cryptocurrencies
in developing countries,
including facilitation of
remittances and as a
hedge against currency
and inflation risks.

It said that recent digital
currency shocks in the
market suggest that there
are private risks to hold-
ing crypto, but if the cen-
tral bank steps in to pro-
tect financial stability,
then the problem becomes
a public one.

In India, 7.3% of the population owned digital
currency in 2021, 7th highest in the world: UN

Ousted Sri Lankan president Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to stay temporarily in Thailand: PM Prayut

Singapore/Bangkok, Aug 11 (PTI):

Thailand has agreed to
allow Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to stay in the country tem-
porarily during which the
ousted Sri Lankan presi-
dent will search for a third
nation that will offer him
permanent refuge, Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha said on Wednesday.

Rajapaksa, who is cur-
rently in Singapore after
fleeing Sri Lanka in July
amid mass anti-govern-
ment protests, is seeking
refuge in Thailand as his
Singapore visa runs out on
Thursday. After flying to
the Maldives on July 13,

Rajapaksa then fled to
Singapore, where he an-
nounced his resignation a
day later after months of
protests over the country’s
economic crisis.

The prime minister of
Thailand confirmed a tem-
porary visit to Thailand by
the 73-year-old embattled
Sri Lankan leader for hu-
manitarian reasons, and
said he promised not to
conduct political activities
in the kingdom during his
search for permanent asy-
lum in another country.

“This is a humanitarian
issue. We have made a
promise that it’s a tempo-
rary stay.

A s Pacific Islanders strug-
gle to survive in the face of

climate change, they will need
to adapt their traditional ways
of fishing to the new reality. For
Micronesian people, seafarers
down the ages, the Pacific
Ocean is their playground, their
livelihood and their source of
sustenance. They contributed
almost nothing to the climate
crisis, but their island way of
life means they have been
among the first to suffer its dev-
astating effects. At the Pacific
Islands Forum, beginning July
12, Micronesian governments
will be looking to climate solu-
tions to support their communi-
ties. The sea provides up to 90
per cent of Micronesians' di-
etary protein and represents a
crucial source of essential mi-
cronutrients, so a conversation
about sustainable climate adap-
tations for fishing will be vitally
important.

The sea's bounty is deteriorat-
ing at an unprecedented rate.
Some 70 per cent of reef fish
species are expected to be local-
ly extinct by the end of the cen-
tury. The average size of fish is
also projected to decrease by 20

per cent by 2050, and many fish-
ers are already beginning to no-
tice changes. Researchers quot-
ed one fisher from Poland vil-
lage, Kiribati as saying, In the
past, we catch Koinawa [sur-
geonfish] that were larger, now
they are much smaller. In the
past, we could only cook two
fish in the frying pan. Now we
can fit almost six in the pan .
The shrinking size of fish is
widening the gap between the
amount of fish required for
good nutrition (35 kg per person
per year) and what fishing expe-
ditions are likely to bring back,
with health implications such
as undernutrition and impaired
growth for households who rely
on reef fish for food. We depend
heavily on fish, so really not
sure what we would do if fish
resources declined. The supply
from the store is so expensive,
said a fisher from London vil-
lage, Kiribati.

Fishers may need to switch
from reef fish to ocean species
such as tuna. Tuna numbers are
projected to increase around
several of the Micronesian is-
lands. Diversifying fish catch
may also help preserve tradi-
tional fishing practices and en-
able subsistence fishing com-
munities to maintain their
healthy high levels of fish con-
sumption. Tuna contains high
amounts of omega-3 fatty acids,
which have been shown to re-
duce the risk of heart disease
and promote brain health. Tuna
also contains high amounts of
micronutrients, which are par-
ticularly important for expec-
tant mothers for foetal and child
development.

Governments may assist in
the switch to more ocean-going
fish by increasing the number
of fish-aggregating devices
large buoys anchored roughly 1
km from shore that attract fish.
Because the buoys are moored
close to shore, subsistence fish-
ers may be able to reach tuna
using traditional paddling ca-
noes, and not motorised boats.
But the buoys' allure to fish can
be very powerful; they will re-
quire careful implementation to
prevent overfishing of juvenile
fish and causing harm to sensi-
tive marine habitats.

At the community level, re-
vival of traditional preservation
methods, such as salting, dry-
ing, and smoking, can extend
the shelf life of marine re-
sources. Community-led initia-
tives are particularly important
given that traditional fishing
often follows a gender divide,
with men fishing and canoeing,
and women preserving and
gathering from rock pools dur-
ing low tide. Programmes tar-
geted at women could encourage
stockpiling for when the weath-
er is unsuitable for fishing. For
example, octopus harvested at
low tide may be dried and stored
for several months. As catch sur-
pluses tend to be shared among
the community, this strategy
may also support vulnerable
community members who do
not engage in subsistence fish-
ing or are unable to stockpile
food. Micronesian fishing com-
munities have used preserva-
tion methods for thousands of
years, so it is important that tra-
ditional practices are revived
and encouraged through a com-

munity-led approach. As climate
change bites, the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather is
likely to restrict the number of
fishing days. The Cash+ pro-
gramme from the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation pro-
vides no-strings cash injections
at a household level. It can pro-
vide fishers with financial re-
lief to purchase essential food
items until they can get back to
sea or funds for boats for when
they can.

It is important to provide nu-
tritional education at the same
time, given an unhealthy shift
in Micronesian diets in recent
years to spam, mutton flaps,
turkey tails and other processed
foods. These strategies at the
government, community and
household level may help fish-
ing communities adapt to the
negative effects of climate
change. The climate crisis is
happening now and it will ex-
tend into the foreseeable future.
But strategies that limit global
emissions to 1.5 C remain the
priority. Preventing the climate
from changing extends benefits
beyond Micronesia to other re-
gions vulnerable to climate
variability. For example, the res-
idents of low-income countries
and island states on the eastern
side of Africa, such as Comoros
and Madagascar, are also suffer-
ing deteriorating health in re-
sponse to climate change and
degrading oceans. Some 30 to 60
million people in these coun-
tries rely on fishing for their
food. Adaptation strategies in
the Pacific might benefit low-in-
come coastal communities
worldwide.
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Chinese challenge
Since China consid-

ers India as a challenge
in its pursuit of domi-
nance, it is reasserting
its control of disputed
territories to under-
mine India’s capabili-
ties. Intrusions by the
PLA and military infra-
structural buildup have
led to violent standoffs.
Diplomatic and mili-
tary-level talks have
failed to resolve the row.
Faced with an econom-
ic slowdown, the
Chinese leadership
wants to boost Xi’s
image for re-election
and pursue its trade in-
terests with India. New
Delhi should adopt a
more resolute foreign
policy approach.
Besides our diplomatic
engagements with the
US, the EU and other
nations concerned over
China’s expansionist
designs, we should
focus on military pre-
paredness, impose
sanctions against
Chinese goods and pro-
mote indigenous pro-
duction.
DS Kang, Hoshiarpur

Right to abort
A woman is still a

woman whether society
terms her as unmar-
ried, married, divorced,
widowed or separated.
Every woman should
have the right when it
comes to her body, and
her life. Unwed women
should be given the
right to abortion.
Denying this right may
lead to mental health
deterioration and even
increased suicidal at-
tempts. If it is just
about the effects of
MTP, the procedure
must be explained in de-
tail and the complica-
tions and outcomes, but
the choice should be in
the hands of women.

Muskan Garg,
by mail

Ditching BJP
The political somer-

sault by Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
depicts how big an op-
portunist he is. His
ditching the BJP and al-
lying with the RJD does
not augur well for the
BJP, with the parlia-
mentary elections due
in 2024. The possibility
of the JD(U) and its al-
lies facing the wrath of
some Central agency
cannot be ruled out.
People are aware of
such political gimmicks
of politicians whose
vested interests are
supreme to people’s wel-
fare and development
works. There is no
friend or foe for politi-
cians while forming a
government.

Ravinder Singh,
by mail
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Students form a human chain in the shape of the Indian Map as they celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mohotsav, in Mirzapur,
Thursday, Aug 11

A changing climate is changing the Micronesian way of life

HUMAN CHAIN

Tara Hurst

S ince May of this year,
more than 26,000 cases

of monkeypox have been
reported worldwide
prompting the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) to declare it a public
health emergency. What's
unusual about this out-
break is that most of the
cases have been reported in
countries where the virus
is not normally found (oth-
erwise known as endemic ).
And, unlike previous out-
breaks based mainly in cen-
tral and western Africa, the
current outbreak isn't
linked to exposure to an in-
fected animal but is exclu-
sively being spread human-
to-human. As case numbers
continue to rise worldwide,
there are concerns that if
more urgent action isn't

taken, monkeypox could
also become endemic in re-
gions where this isn't nor-
mally the case such as in
the US and Europe.

Cause for concern
There are a number of

reasons the current out-
break is so concerning.
First, the disease is spread-
ing from human to human.
Monkeypox spreads
through close physical con-
tact with an infected per-
son, either through ex-
change of bodily fluids,
being close to an infected
person when they cough or
sneeze, or by sharing cloth-
ing or bed linen.

Monkeypox isn't very
transmissible compared to
other viruses, with re-
search from previous out-
breaks in Africa showing a
person only has around a 3
per cent probability of be-

coming ill with the disease
after coming in contact
with an infected person.
That said, we still don't
know how transmissible
the monkeypox strain be-
hind the current outbreak
is.

This is of concern, espe-
cially since other outbreaks
such as the 2016 outbreak in
the DRC saw a 50 per cent
probability of getting mon-
keypox after coming in con-
tact with an infected per-
son. Another reason the
current outbreak is of such
concern is because it's
spreading within a specific
population mainly among
men who have sex with
men. Almost 98 per cent of
the current outbreak's
cases have been in this
group.

Monkeypox's future
In order for a virus like

monkeypox to become en-
demic, it would either need
an animal reservoir to live,
or it would need to be sup-
ported by widespread infec-
tion in humans that keep it
circulating. Monkeypox is a
zoonotic virus, meaning it
can spread from animals to
humans.

So in regions where mon-
keypox is endemic, the
virus spreads when hu-
mans come in contact with
infected animals. The pub-
lic health measures cur-
rently recommended to
contain the outbreak focus
on isolating infected indi-
viduals, contact tracing
and vaccinating high-risk
people.

However, while these
measures can be very effec-
tive for curbing outbreaks,
they need to be implement-
ed strictly to have the great-

est impact. In the best case
scenario, these controls
will still take many weeks
to work in reducing case
numbers so it's important
that these measures are ad-
hered to quickly and prop-
erly. But since most mon-
keypox cases have been in
sexual networks of men
who have sex with men, it
may make it easier to target
interventions at those most
at risk of contracting mon-
keypox.

There's still time to im-
plement control measures
in many countries (and im-
plement them properly)
within the affected popula-
tion to prevent further
spread. Getting case num-
bers under control now will
make it even less likely the
virus would become en-
demic in countries where
that isn't already the case.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

LAUREN HODGSON

Monkeypox can become endemic here’s 
how it can be stopped in its tracks

A midst political uncertainties and conflicts emerging globally cou-
pled with outbreak of COVID-19 like natural calamities com-

pounded by global weather upheavals and the wrath of rain ‘gods’, there
is mounting pressure on agriculture as that being of unmatched and vital
importance to the mankind. Just imagining a country facing shortages in
its agricultural produce and unable to feed its millions due to disruptions
of supply chains from other countries due to such unfavourable condi-
tions is just causing shivers down the spine while at the same time, mak-
ing this fact increasingly realised as to how much important was it for a
country to work incessantly for attaining self sufficiency in food produc-
tion. Besides in critical moments of such situations in the international
scenario, the exporting country usually puts certain political conditions
too tagged with such exports as any country can wait for imports of any
other commodity but not that of agricultural products for human con-
sumption. It is, therefore, of immense importance to keep and treat agri-
culture sector as top most priority so as to employ all possible means to
reach out to the emerging needs of our agricultural sector especially in
the pursuit of modernising it. Was it not during the most trying hours of
the last 100 years’ worst pandemic of a mass killing virus that the country
felt the dire need and the efficacy as also the indispensability of becom-
ing self sufficient when even none was allowed in ordinary course to have
a normal free entry into our homes and vice-versa for precautionary pur-
poses. Was it not during and immediately after the severity of the virus
pandemic that this country could offset its multifarious adverse impacts
due mainly to a bumper agricultural produce coupled with already at-
tained buffer stocks of wheat, rice and other items which we exported
too in good measure to many countries that were in need thereof, hence
it is quite in the fitness of things that the Prime Minister exhorting the
concerned authorities and all stake holders towards intensifying efforts
towards modernising our farm sector be taken very seriously? That in-
cluded allied agricultural activities starting from animal husbandry, fish
farming , milch cattle rearing, food processing and the list is long. Though
we have attained self sufficiency in agricultural sector, yet there was a lot
of scope for modernising it and making the process economically more
viable by reduction of input costs. That would shortly pave the way for
India becoming a global leader. The need of the hour for promoting self
sufficiency agenda on sustainable basis was more now than ever before
to own, promote, use and popularise the ''Make in India'' products. That
would generate employment at micro levels of the unimaginable magni-
tude. Not only that, strengthening “Make in India” would generate added
money incomes among the marginal income earning groups for purchas-
ing food, nutritional items etc thus alleviating human sufferings and pre-
venting social unrest .The slogan for “Vocal for local” was not to be re-
duced merely to emotional occasional bouts but made a national priority
if we deeply analyse the volatile international situation where those coun-
tries with sound economic base could call the shots where innovative and
reformist economic policies were regularly introduced as administrative
and policies’ culture . Stress on the three Ts viz- Trade , Tourism,
Technology as referred to by the Prime Minister in NITI Aayog meeting
held recently, were in fact ”golden” keys to reaching the goals of increas-
ing our exports portfolio and reducing that of imports, generating em-
ployment and ensuring growth. In energy sector, a sustained aggressive
and visionary focus towards attaining self sufficiency in that vital sector
should be the pointed national aim. Imports of petroleum products are
draining our precious resources which could otherwise be spent on gen-
eral fast development of our country. A gas based economy, therefore, in-
tensive use of electricity and electric mobility and much talked of doping
sugarcane extracted ethanol in petrol etc could change the face of our
energy scenario with considerable reduction in costly imports. Needless
to add, involvement of more officers / bureaucrats was extremely impor-
tant in the most challenging but totally unavoidable grand task of deliber-
ating on issues of utmost national importance to formulate strategies and
tailoring of different schemes and for the first time during 75 years of the
independence, the country’s Chief Secretaries met together as the Prime
Minister duly underlined the importance of ''collective action'' on various
important issues concerning the nation.

Self-sufficient economy

T he sudden chill in the US-China relations, brought about by
Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, illuminates a new security crisis

in the Indo-Pacific region. The military tensions between Beijing and
Washington have indeed serious implications for Russia.
Unsurprisingly, an army of politicians, diplomats and experts in
Moscow are asking-Is Russia now China's sole strategic partner? What
is the future of Russia-China relations? After President Putin launched
a special military operation in Ukraine, which the West has pejoratively
labelled as a war and an attack on a neighbouring country, the
seething hostility in the Moscow-Washington relations, played out in
the European theatre, had been grabbing international headlines. On
the contrary, notwithstanding crises and conflict, the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, which is not part of NATO's core mandate, received only periph-
eral attention. In fact, while confronting Russia, the West was pamper-
ing China in the hope that Beijing would not come to Moscow's aid and
relieve the pressure. The Chinese however, played a balancing act. Like
India, they continued to cooperate with Russia, opening a "window of
opportunity" for themselves, and began to reconfigure Beijing's trade,
economic and energy cooperation with Russia. In order to force Beijing
to turn away from Moscow, the West used all possible means over the
past months. Chinese President Xi Jinping was cajoled not only by US
President Joe Biden, but also by French President Emmanuel Macron
as well as German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. Finally, Comrade Xi was
bluntly threatened, warned of a certain "high price", which Beijing
would have to pay, if it did not play ball. The combination of pressure,
inducement and personal self-interest, which would not have served if
Beijing played a zero-sum game, forced China to work out a diplomatic
balancing act. While it did not refuse cooperation with Moscow, it also
declared that it neither did, nor intended to provide any assistance, in-
cluding military support to Russia's conflict with Ukraine. China's posi-
tion also exposed the emptiness of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's
words spoken in January last that there is "no end point, no forbidden
zones, no upper limit" in Sino-Russian cooperation. While in general,
the two do not form a union, it is still "more than a union". However,
lush rhetoric of the Chinese officialdom notwithstanding, the "upper
limit" of Beijing-Moscow relationship was clearly visible. In its attitude
to the Ukrainian crisis, Beijing defiantly adhered to the principle of
equidistance from the two sides of the conflict - Russia and Ukraine. So
one of the main enemies of Russia, Nancy Pelosi with her visit to
Taiwan ironically played along with Moscow. She helped Moscow to
forcefully convey the message that the United States is a sinister de-
structive force, wherever it operates - in the European theatre or in the
Pacific Ocean. Moreover, now, it would seem, nothing prevents
Moscow and Beijing from following more resolutely the principle of
standing "back-to-back" proclaimed by them earlier. This term, which
came from Oriental martial arts, means that the sides reliably cover
each other's backs: Russia is fighting off its opponents in the western
direction, and China is in the Indo-Pacific region with a common main
opponent - the United States.

Is Russia the real winner
of the Taiwan crisis?
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New inaugration 

Ahmedabad:
Gujarat chief minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel
inaugurated ITC
Narmada, a premium
five-star hotel of hos-
pitality major ITC Ltd.
The construction of
this 19-storey luxury
hotel, having 291
rooms, started in
January 2017. At that
time, the company
had said the hotel
would come up at a
cost of Rs 600 crore.
Patel appreciated ITC
saying the hotel, situ-
ated at Vastrapur area
of Ahmedabad, has
been built keeping in
mind the Gujarati cul-
ture and heritage. ITC
Ltd's chairman Sanjiv
Puri said 'ITC
Narmada' is a "befit-
ting tribute to the rich
heritage, grandeur
and vibrant culture of
Gujarat".

Bank credit 
Mumbai: Bank credit
rose 14.52 per cent to
Rs 123.69 lakh crore
and deposits in-
creased 9.14 per cent
to Rs 169.72 lakh crore
in the fortnight ended
July 29, according to
RBI data. In the fort-
night ended July 30,
2021, bank advances
stood at Rs 108 lakh
crore and deposits at
Rs 155.49 lakh crore,
as per the Reserve
Bank of India's
Scheduled Banks'
Statement of Position
in India as on July 29.
The data was released
on Wednesday. In the
previous fortnight
ended July 15, 2022,
bank credit went up
12.89 per cent and de-
posits increased 8.35
per cent, the data
showed. In FY 2021-22,
bank credit rose 8.59
per cent and deposits
rose 8.94 per cent.

Long-term goal

Srinagar: Jammu
and Kashmir Bank
has set a long-term
goal of achieving Rs
4,00,000 crore business
in the next five years
with annual profit of
Rs 4,000 crore, a top
company official has
said. J&K Bank MD &
CEO Baldev Prakash
said the long-term ob-
jectives are backed by
well thought out
strategies and moni-
torable execution
plans that would be
periodically reviewed
to ensure achieve-
ment of all interim
milestones.

Expansion
New Delhi: Vedanta
Ltd is targeting to be-
come a USD 100 bil-
lion (around Rs 8
lakh crore) company
in another eight
years from the pres-
ent USD 18 billion
(around Rs 1.3 lakh
crore). The company
is set for an aggres-
sive growth plan and
is looking at building
capacities across
businesses, according
to a presentation
made during the an-
nual general meeting
on Wednesday.

TATA MARATHON

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde during the announcement of Tata Marathon 2023 registration, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

Trade between India
and the UK is expected to
double by 2030 driven by
the proposed free trade
pact, investment in tech-
nology, diversification of
global supply chains and
ease of doing business, a
report said on Thursday.
India's trade in goods and
services with the UK in-
creased to USD 31.34 bil-
lion in 2022 from USD 19.51
billion in 2015, said the re-
port. The second edition of
the Britain Meets India
Report 2022, launched by
Grant Thornton Bharat in
partnership with the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), supported
by the UK's Department of
International Trade, also
revealed that 618 UK com-
panies have been identi-
fied in India that together
employ approximately 4.66
lakh people and have a
combined turnover of Rs
3,634.9 billion.

"The UK remained the
sixth-largest investor in
India, with a cumulative
investment of approxi-
mately USD 31.92 billion in
2000-22. This constituted
around 5.4 per cent of the
total Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) into
India," according to the re-
port. In June, commerce
and industry minister
Piyush Goyal expressed
hope that the free trade
agreement between India
and the United Kingdom
will be concluded by
Diwali.

"The FTA is also expect-
ed to result in significant
benefits for both countries
through tariff concessions
on alcoholic beverages and
the movement of profes-
sionals," the report said,
adding that the proposed
pact is expected to boost
Indian exports in labour-
intensive sectors such as
leather, textile, jewellery,
processed agri-products
and marine products,

IT/ITES, education, phar-
ma and healthcare
(Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homeopathy).
According to the report,
the UK is likely to look at
reducing tariffs on prod-
ucts such as apples, UK-
manufactured medical de-
vices and machinery.

British High
Commissioner to India
Alexander Ellis CMG said:
"India has been one of the
UK's most important part-
ners in the journey of 75
years. The 'living bridge'
between our countries is
set to transform into a
stronger bond as we con-
tinue to fight the pandem-
ic together and address the
challenges to our security
in both the physical and
digital worlds. Our shared
focus will be on strength-
ening the economic rela-
tionship between the two
nations for a more secure
and prosperous decade
ahead." 

India-UK trade set to
double by 2030: Report

Chennai, Aug 11: 

Mahindra and
Mahindra on Wednesday
unveiled its latest light
commercial vehicle MaXX
Pik-Up, equipped with a
host of features as the
auto-major aims to boost
market share in the seg-
ment. The LCV has been
introduced in the 2 to 3.5
tonne category priced
from Rs 7.68 lakh to Rs 7.87
lakh (ex-showroom) pan-
India. Mahindra and
Mahindra Ltd Senior Vice
President, Venkat Srinivas
said the vehicle is manu-
factured at the company's
facility in Chakan near
Pune, with 'significant in-
vestments' going into the
product development.

"The vehicle is designed

for intra-city application..
we have 43 per cent market
share in two- 3.5 tonne seg-
ment in southern region.
We want to increase it..."
he told reporters.
According to a company
official, the total industry
volume comprises 8,000
units in southern region

in the 2 to 3.5 tonne catego-
ry. Mahindra and
Mahindra Ltd, Zonal Head
Sales (South), Baneswar
Banerjee said there is pos-
sibility of introducing
new products in this plat-
form, with much better
payload, but declined to
elaborate. The Bolero

MaXX Pik-Up comes with
1,300 kgs payload, offers
1,700 mm widest cargo in
the segment and R15 tyres
for improved loading.

To a query, Venkat
Srinivas, who is also the
H e a d - P r o d u c t
Development, Commercial
Vehicles, Automotive divi-
sion, said the vehicle
comes with a host of fea-
tures including service in-
terval at every 20,000 kms,
warranty of three years or
one lakh kilometres,
iMaxx technology offers
comfort, safety and sav-
ings to customers.

The vehicle is offered in
three variants priced at Rs
7.68 lakh for base model,
Rs 7.72 lakh for the mid
variant and Rs 7.87 lakh
for top-end, he said.

Mahindra & Mahindra unveils new
Bolero MaXX Pik-Up at Rs 7.68 lakh

Kolkata, Aug 11: 

Since its launch in
December 2019, Fairfield
by Marriott Kolkata has
become an acclaimed des-
tination for its accommo-
dation, dining and events,
corporate & social alike.
The hotel has added anoth-
er feather to their cap with
the inauguration of Ozone
Convention Centre, a mul-
tilevel offering of meeting
& event spaces. This latest
edition is a short twenty
minutes’ drive from the
airport and offers a
panoramic view of the
Newtown skyline with
natural light streaming in
at all levels.The perfect
wedding crafted out of
your dreams came alive at
Ozone Convention Centre
with the elegantly curated

3rd East India edition of
‘Shaadi by Marriott
Bonvoy’ on 7th August
2022. With this intricately
curated evening, Fairfield
by Marriott Kolkata has
positioned itself as a pre-
mium-wedding destina-
tion with an experience
that is both exceptiona-
land memorable, from
ideation to execution.
Fairfield by Marriott
Kolkata presented an expe-

rience that transcended
the gueststo a dream wed-
ding. Kolkata based bridal
fashion designer
PallaviPoddar, launched
‘The Saaz Collection’,
which had a combination
of sarees, cocktail gowns
and bridal lehengas com-
plemented by opulent
menswear collection from
eminent fashion designer
Ratul Sood’s label
“Burlingtons of Calcutta”.

Fairfield by Marriott Kolkata launches
the Ozone Convention Centre

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

IndiGo on Wednesday
said it will start flights be-
tween Mumbai and Ras
Al-Khaimah in the UAE
from September 22 on-
wards. Ras Al-Khaimah
will be the 100th destina-
tion on IndiGo's network,
the airline said in a state-
ment.

Sanjay Kumar, Chief
Strategy and Revenue

Officer, IndiGo, said, We
are pleased to announce
our entry into the fourth
Emirate with Ras Al-
Khaimah as our 26th in-
ternational and 100th
overall destination."
These new flights will
cater to the high demand
for travel to Ras Al-
Khaimah, with India
being the third largest in-
ternational source market
for the city in 2021, and

traffic expected to reach
pre-pandemic levels this
year, he added. The daily
flight will depart from
Mumbai at 11 pm (local
time) and land there at
12.35 am (local time), the
airline said.

The return flight will
depart from Ras Al-
Khaimah at 2.05 am (local
time) and land in Mumbai
at 6.40 am (local time), it
mentioned.

IndiGo to start flights between Mumbai
and Ras Al-Khaimah in UAE from Sept 22

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

Realty major DLF's
Chairman Rajiv Singh has
said rising mortgage rates
could pose "near-term"
challenges to demand mo-
mentum in the housing
sector but the company ex-
pects no major adverse im-
pact. He noted that the resi-
dential segment has wit-
nessed structural recovery
on strong demand and the
credible players are gain-
ing market share. In his ad-
dress to the company's
shareholders at the 57th
AGM held on Wednesday,
Singh said: "The residen-
tial segment exhibited a
strong structural recovery
over the last two years, well
supported by tailwinds of
the fundamental demand
drivers". Larger and credi-
ble players continued to

gain market share on ac-
count of consolidation in
their favour along with im-
proving consumer confi-
dence, he added. "Rising
mortgage rates do appear
to pose near-term chal-
lenges to this demand mo-
mentum; however, we do
not anticipate any signifi-
cant material adverse ef-
fect given the latent de-
mand in our sector as well
as the inherent strength of
the Indian economy," Singh
said in his speech, which
was uploaded on the stock
exchanges.

Rising mortgage rates pose near-term
challenges to housing 

demand momentum: DLF Chairman
New Delhi, Aug 11: 

State-owned NMDC on
Thursday hiked prices of
lump ore by Rs 200 a
tonne and fines by Rs 100
per tonne with immediate
effect. The company has
fixed the prices of lump
ore at Rs 4,100 per tonne
and that of fines at Rs
2,910 a tonne. In its last
price revision announced
on July 12, NMDC had
slashed the prices of
lump ore and fines by Rs
500 per tonne each to Rs
3,900 and Rs 2,810, respec-
tively. Iron ore is one of
the key raw materials
used in the manufactur-
ing of steel, and any
movement in the prices of
the mineral has a direct
impact on the rates of
steel that has been a mat-
ter of concern for the
user industries for the

past couple of months.
Research firm SteelMint
attributed the hike to
"lower production (of the
mineral) owing to mon-
soons, restocking demand
and stability in steel
prices are some of the fac-
tors supporting iron ore
prices". The new rates ex-
clude royalty, District
Mineral Fund (DMF),
National Mineral
Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest per-
mit fee, and other taxes,
NMDC said. Hyderabad-
based NMDC (formerly
known as National
Mineral Development
Corporation) is India's
largest producer and sell-
er of iron ore. The compa-
ny, under the Ministry of
Steel, contributes around
17 per cent to the coun-
try's annual iron ore out-
put.

NMDC hikes lump ore rate to 
Rs 4,100 per ton; fines at Rs 2,910

Mumbai, Aug 11: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex rallied 515 points
on Thursday to reclaim
the 59,000-level, propelled
by heavy buying in IT,
banking and financial
stocks amid sustained for-
eign fund inflows. The 30-
share BSE index ended
515.31 points or 0.88 per
cent higher at 59,332.60.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 124.25 points
or 124.25 per cent to close
at 17,659. Axis Bank was
the top gainer in the
Sensex pack, climbing 2.75
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finance, HDFC, Tech
Mahindra, Wipro, SBI,
TCS and IndusInd Bank.
On the other hand, ITC,
NTPC, HUL, Bharti Airtel,

Maruti and Nestle India
were among the laggards,
sliding as much as 1.56 per
cent.

Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Seoul ended

with significant gains,
while Tokyo closed in the
red. Equities in Europe
were trading on a negative
note in mid-session deals.

The rally in the domes-
tic markets was supported

by a firm trend in global
equities, especially the US
gauges and a subsequent
rally in Asian indices,
traders said. Wall Street
rose sharply on
Wednesday after US data
showed that inflation
eased more than expected
in July, indicating that the
Fed might be less aggres-
sive in hiking interest
rates. Foreign institution-
al investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the Indian capi-
tal market as they pur-
chased shares worth Rs
1,061.88 crore on
Wednesday, as per ex-
change data. Meanwhile,
the international oil
benchmark Brent crude
was trading 0.92 per cent
higher at USD 98.30 per
barrel.

Sensex rallies 515 pts to reclaim
59,000-mark; IT, finance stocks shine Mumbai, Aug 11: 

Every year, Reliance
Jewels celebrate the spirit
of gratitude on their an-
niversary with innova-
tions in design through its
exquisite Aabhar
Collection. This yearcele-
brating their 15th
Anniversary the Aabhar
collection 2022 is modern,
geometricand eclectic in-
spired by Optical Illusions
and with thought of look-
ing forward to the future.
“Rishton Ki Dor, NayeKal
Ki Ore”, the campaign
theme for the collection
fits perfectly In line with
the designs of Aabhar
Collection 2022. It shares
the promise of heading to-
wards a beautiful new fu-
ture together. Designed
with geometric motifs, 3D
play-on elements, the gold

and diamond designs en-
hances the look of the ear-
ringsand makes it a per-
fect adornment for the
fashion forward and confi-
dent women of today. The
inspiration of ‘optical illu-
sion’, is captured beauti-
fully with an eclectic mix
of contemporary geomet-
ric patterns, layers, lines,
and shapes. Every design
in the collection is open to
a wide range of styling op-
tions as per tastes, right

from minimalistic looks to
extravagant styles. Every
design make a subtle state-
ment exuding confidence,
personality, and unique-
ness. It can add glam to fes-
tive wear or highlight any-
one’s personality as every
day wear. The collection is
available in both Gold and
Diamond options across
300+ Reliance Jewels
Showrooms & Shop-in-
shops across 150+ cities
Pan India.

Reliance Jewels celebrates 15th anniversary
With launch of Aabhar Collection 2022

Nyraa’s mother advises her to perform a
‘Shanti Hawan’ before taking up role

COLORS’ recently launched supernatural
drama series ‘Pishachini’ has already

intrigued the audiences with its thrilling and
spooky storyline. Nyraa M Bannerji, who essays
the role of Raani aka Pishachini, an immortal evil
spirit, shares one of her personal experiences
while she was prepping for her role. As the char-
acter of Pishachini, has multiple shades, Nyraa
not only did extensive reading and took special

preparation for the role but also followed
special advice from her mother before
starting to shoot for the show. Being con-
cerned about her daughter’s wellbeing,
Nyraa’s mother advised her to perform a
‘Shanti Hawan Pooja’ since she will be
playing the role of the evil Pishachini.
In a candid conversation, Nyraa M
Banerjii shares, “When I narrated the
script of the show to my mother, she
was intrigued on hearing it. She liked
the character of Pishachini but was a
bit worried when she got to know that
I would be essaying the evil role. 
As she is a spiritual person, she had
some reservations about me taking
on an evil character and she
advised me to perform a ‘Shanti
Hawan Pooja’ to keep me away
from any evil and negative ener-
gies that might come during the
shoot of this show. It was truly
heart-warming to see her concerns
for me as a mother. She says that
I used to watch only horror films
when I was a kid, and now I m
attracting the genre ”. Catch the
drama unfold in the supernatural
drama series ‘Pishachini’, every
Monday to Friday at 10 pm only
on COLORS.

Akshay Kumar on flops: Ups and

downs happen in everyone’s life

B
ollywood's very
own 'Khiladi'
Akshay Kumar has

seen the highs of highs
with films such as
'Sooryavanshi', 'Kesari',
'Baby' and 'Holiday-A Soldier
Is Never Off Duty' among
many others. He has also tast-
ed failure with his recent re-
leases such as 'Bachchhan
Paandey' and 'Samrat
Prithviraj'.

The superstar, who is gear-

ing up for the release of his upcom-
ing film 'Raksha Bandhan' directed
by Aanand L. Rao, does not feel af-
fected by it as he says that ups and
downs happen in everyone's life.

Over the years, Akshay has
pushed the envelope and has given
out films such as 'Padman' and
'Toilet: Ek Prem Katha' to name a
few, which helped in raising issues
and gives out a strong message.

Asked if he feels any responsibili-
ties as he has worked in genre-bend-
ing movies, Akshay in a conversa-

tion with IANS said: "No, we are
making films. We are not taking re-
sponsibilities. Yeah, a man would
think that his film works so that he
has the strength to go forward to
make films as there are so many
other issues. But responsibilities,
don't want to think that much. My
last two films did not work. People
came up to me and said that you
have to do something now, I made
films and did not work." Akshay
then spoke about how he had seen
failure in his career earlier too.

Alia Bhatt-starrer ‘Darlings’ to
be remade in Tamil, Telugu

D
igital release
'Darlings' starring
Alia Bhatt, Shefali

Shah and Vijay Verma will
be made in Tamil and
Telugu.

While the film marks
the debut of Alia Bhatt as
a producer with her pro-
duction house Eternal
Sunshine Productions,
the other producer, Shah
Rukh Khan, with his pro-
duction house Red
Chillies Entertainment,
has decided to make the
film in Tamil and Telugu

as well.
Gaurav Verma, Producer

and COO, Red Chillies
Entertainment, said: "We had

the script of 'Darlings' with us
for a while now and through the

journey of making it, we decided
to make it in multiple languages.

The film has a certain landscape
which can be adapted very well in

multiple languages. The process is on as
we speak." Sharing the idea of making

slight changes in the film as per local sensi-
bilities, Gaurav added, "The story remains
the same, but we will localise it. 'Darlings' was
a story set in Mumbai, but now we will create

a different world for Tamil and Telugu. We
will localise the characters and their reac-
tions." Moreover, the 'Darlings' will also mark
Red Chillies Entertainment's entry into the
Tamil and Telugu market as a standalone
banner. "If given an opportunity, it has been a
path we want to walk on. 'Jawan' will be re-
leased in multiple languages. Entering the
Tamil and Telugu market is not something
we will consolidate or have offices there, but
it's going to be on a script-to-script basis.

'Darlings' has the potential, so we are taking
it there," he added. In his concluding state-
ment, Gaurav said "We have been associated
with the script for four years now and we
want it to grow in the right way. Of course,
there will be language barriers, but we will
make sure it's done correctly. "Very rarely do
we come across a film which does well com-
mercially and critically. We are all over-
whelmed with the response. It's good to be at
the receiving end."

A
n j a l i
Arora from the
Kangana Ranaut-led

reality show, 'Lock Upp', has
given a new twist to the classic
number, 'Saiyyan Dil Mein Aana
Re', which was sung originally for
the 1951 movie 'Bahar' by Shamshad
Begum and was picturised on

Vyjayanthimala.
The original version was composed by
S.D. Burman, but the track been given a

new spin with Gourov Dasgupta's
music, Shruti Rane's vocals and con-

temporary dance moves by Anjali.
She said: "It is such a great feel-
ing to be a part of the re-imagina-

tion of a track filmed on none
other than

Vyjayanthimalaji."
Sharing similar senti-

ments, Gourov said: "I
feel blessed to have got

the opportunity to revisit
a legendary tune com-

posed by S.D. Burman. I
cannot wait to see how the

listeners respond to our ver-
sion of a classic.
Presented by Saregama,

'Saiyyan Dil Mein Aana Re' is avail-
able on Saregama Music's YouTube
channel and other music plat-

forms.

ACROSS

1. Night twinklers

6. Hymnal word

10. Norwegian capital

14. Humped animal

15. Distance measure

16. Cat's weapon

17. Rocker ____ Cooper

18. Cease-fire

20. Cash in

22. Respected

23. Type of milk

25. Humble dwelling

26. Performs onstage

29. Italian seaport

32. CBS rival

35. Without charge

36. Loafers

37. Driveway sealer

38. Care for

39. Puma, e.g.

40. Be defeated

41. Nosh

42. Despise

45. Poker bet

46. Kitchen and parlor (abbr.)

47. Come into view

48. Hold on to

49. Compass pt.

50. Existence

52. Sham

57. Debit's opposite

61. Deep respect

63. Corrode

64. Afresh

65. Football cheers

66. ____ Says

67. Rock growth

68. Dog's name

69. Feet parts

DOWN

1. Injury memento

2. Fable

3. Surrounded by

4. Indented

5. Streamlined

6. Doctors' group (abbr.)

7. Marsh

8. Shade sources

9. Not one or the other

10. Eight musicians

11. Thin

12. Delicate fabric

13. Had bills

19. Author Dr. ____

21. Skirt length

24. Zany

26. Following

27. Dairy product

28. Portable shelters

30. License ____

31. "____ Weapon"

32. Expiate

33. Sew temporarily

34. Crawl

40. Cleveland shore sight (2 wds.)

42. Sci-fi weapon

43. Can ____ (kitchen devices)

44. Guitarist ____ Clapton

49. Hearty soups

51. Not stale

52. British baby buggy

53. Divorce city

54. Preceding nights

55. Finger sound

56. Reverberate

58. Round roof

59. Adored one

60. Perfect gymnastics scores

62. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)
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A friend who lives far away might call or
email you today, Aquarius. Your friend
may be planning to visit your area and
want to get together with you. This
should make you very happy, although at
first you may worry that job responsibil-
ities or other current world situations
will interfere. Hopefully, you can find a
way to make it work. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Does your job have a good profit-sharing
plan, Pisces, or do you own company
stock? If so, expect to hear that its value
has skyrocketed beyond what anyone had
hoped. This is worthy of celebration. You
and your colleagues should do just that. A
romantic interest might offer congratula-
tions. This trend is likely to continue. You
might be a millionaire someday.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Romance should be going beautifully for
you today, Aries. Your romantic partner
looks especially attractive and probably is
in a great mood. You might decide to
attend a lecture together or plan a week-
end getaway. Communication between
you is open, honest, supportive, and lov-
ing. Don't let this day pass you by. Make
sure you get together, if possible. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You've worked hard for your money,
Taurus, and today you should reap the
benefits of your efforts. Earnings, invest-
ments, property values - all should be
worth considerably more than they were
a year ago. Love, sex, and romance
should also be going well, although you
might have a few difficulties coordinat-
ing your schedule with your partner's.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A love partner may have heard some great
career news today and want to take you
out to celebrate, Gemini. Go - no matter
what you have to reschedule. Your friend is
in a great mood, looks wonderful, and is
feeling very passionate and sexy. If you
want a night to remember, don't let this
chance pass you by. Also make sure you
look your very best.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Relations with family and other household
members should be at their very best
today, Cancer. If you see colleagues out-
side of work, they could also be congenial
and supportive. This might stem from the
fact that the lines of communication
between you are wide open and you've
reached a new understanding. Keep this
going. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Words of love could be exchanged
between you and your romantic interest
today, Leo. Obstacles to open and hon-
est communication have been cleared
away in the past few weeks. You'll both
be more apt than usual to express your
feelings. The only caveat is to not lay it
on too thick. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Money matters should be going well for
you now, Virgo, so today you might decide
to make a long-desired expenditure for
your home. You might decide to buy furni-
ture, do some redecorating, or even pur-
chase a new home. Land investments
might also warrant some consideration.
Whatever you do, you'll enjoy it. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You should look especially good today,
Libra, and feel outgoing and charming.
Friends, neighbors, and strangers may
comment on how great you look.
Communication is apt to be warm,
informative, and supportive. Relationships
of all kinds should strengthen. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If possible, a social event could take place
today involving a small number of friends
you may not have seen for a long time,
Sagittarius. You'll feel good about catch-
ing up and meeting exciting new people,
too. Interesting information could come
your way. Someone might be upset about
something and want a shoulder to cry on.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Have you been pursuing a career involv-
ing the creative arts, Capricorn? If so,
news of an upcoming success could
come your way today. This is a gratifying
day for you. Friends could phone or come
by to congratulate you. Ideas for new
projects could fill your head. Go out to
dinner tonight with friends or your
romantic partner, if possible. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Have you been pursuing a career involv-
ing the creative arts, Capricorn? If so,
news of an upcoming success could come
your way today. This is a gratifying day
for you. Friends could phone or come by
to congratulate you. Ideas for new proj-
ects could fill your head. Go out to dinner
tonight with friends or your romantic
partner, if possible. You deserve it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Anjali Arora from

‘Lock Upp’ dances

to Shamshad

Begum classic

W
orld Sanskrit Day
is observed as an
academic year in

ancient India started on
this day. On this day, the
students began the study
of Vedas in the gurukuls.
To mark the significance
of this day, &TV artists
talk about the cultural im-
portance of Sanskrit and
how it is vital to Indian
culture. These include
Siddharth Arora
(Mahadev, Baal Shiv),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Vijay Kumar
Singh (Master Bhoop
Singh, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai).

Himani Shivpuri,
Katori Amma in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
says, “I have a strong con-
nection with the Sanskrit.
My father taught Sanskrit
and Hindi at Doon School,
one of the premier univer-

sities in India. Although it
was a boys' school, I was
allowed to attend since I
was the teacher's daugh-
ter. My fascination with
Sanskrit words began
when I saw my father, also
a writer, referring mother
as "Matri," a word found in
all major languages. My

father was a proponent of
languages and ensured we
excelled in knowing our
ancient language.
Sanskrit is universally
recognized as the lan-
guage containing the earli-
est literature in the world.
It has been established as
one of the ancient branch-
es of the Indo-European
family of languages.
Modern North Indian lan-
guages are derived from it,
and even the South Indian
languages use many
Sanskrit words. But with
time, the language seems
to be losing its charm in
the educational spectrum,
and we must do our bit to
preserve this ancient
treasure.” Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about the cultural
importance of Sanskrit 
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Cape Town, Aug 11 (PTI):

Afghanistan's star spin-
ner Rashid Khan, South
African pace spearhead
Kagiso Rabada and dash-
ing English batter Liam
Livingstone are among the
five direct signings of MI
Cape Town which will
take part in the inaugural
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) T20 League.

The talented Dewald
Brevis, who played for
Mumbai Indians in IPL
along with England all-
rounder Sam Curran are
the other two direct sign-

ings of the franchise.
For the record, Rashid

plays for Gujarat Titans,
Rabada and Livingstone
for Punjab Kings and
Curran last played for CSK
in the Indian Premier
League.

MI-Cape Town has thus
signed three overseas play-
ers, 1 capped South
African and 1 uncapped
South African.

With our direct player
signings, we have taken
the first step towards
building the MI philoso-
phy - having a strong core
around which the team

will be planned. I am glad
to welcome Rashid,
Kagiso, Liam, Sam and
happy to have Dewald con-
tinue with us on this new
journey," team owner
Akash Ambani said.

CSK-owned franchise
ropes in Faf du Plessis

Former South Africa
captain Faf du Plessis has
been roped in by the
Johannesburg franchise
owned by IPL giants
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) as their marquee
signing for the inaugural
edition of the Cricket
South Africa (CSA) T20

League, according to a re-
port. Du Plessis, who
played for the Royal
Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) in the IPL last sea-
son, was part of the CSK
from 2011 to 2021, except
for 2016 and 2017 when the
team was suspended.

Wednesday was the last
day for the direct acquisi-
tion of players for the six-
team upcoming league.

The inaugural edition of
the CSA T20 League is
scheduled to be played in
January-February 2023
and all the six franchises
in the tournament have
been acquired by current
IPL team owners.

Apart from CSK owning
the Johannesburg-based
franchise, MI Cape Town
is the sister franchise of
Mumbai Indians and the
teams from Durban,
Gqeberha (formerly Port
Elizabeth), Paarl and
Pretoria are owned by
Lucknow Super Giants,
Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Rajasthan Royals and
Delhi Capitals respective-
ly.

The CSK-owned
Johannesburg franchise is
also believed to have roped
in England all-rounder
Mooen Ali as one of its
marquee players, accord-
ing to Cricbuzz.

Rashid, Rabada, Livingstone
to play for ‘MI Cape Town’

Montreal, Aug 11 (AP):

Nick Kyrgios beat top-
ranked defending champi-
on Daniil Medvedev 6-7 (2),
6-4, 6-2 in the National
Bank Open.

Krygios, the Australian
ranked 37th, won last week
in Washington for his sev-
enth ATP Tour title.
Medvedev won last week
in Los Cabos, Mexico.

Today I had a very clean
objective of how I was
going to play, a lot of serve-
and-volley, a lot of aggres-
sive play from the back,
Kyrgios said.

I executed better than he
did, that's all it comes
down to. He won the first
set and I feel like I had op-
portunities there as well,
so hopefully I can just keep
this rolling.

Kyrgios is 3-1 against
Medvedev and has won 14
of 15 matches, with the
loss coming to Novak
Djokovic in the
Wimbledon final.

He played very well,
Medvedev said.

The only thing that was
a shame for me is that I
played him so early be-
cause he is fit. He's among

the top 10 or 15 players, so
he will soon be a seeded
player. It's a shame to have
such a player as an oppo-
nent in the first (match).

Earlier, American
Tommy Paul beat second-
seeded Carlos Alcaraz of
Spain 6-7 (4), 7-6 (7), 6-3.

I felt the pressure of
being the second seed in
this tournament and
world No. 4, Alcaraz said.

It's the first time I've felt
this pressure and I could-
n't handle it.

Also, fourth-seeded
Casper Ruud of Norway
beat Alex Molcan of

Slovakia 7-6 (3), 6-3; sixth-
seeded Montrealer Felix
Auger-Aliassime edged
Japan's Yoshihito
Nishioka 7-6 (6), 6-4; No. 7
Jannik Sinner of Italy
topped Adrian Mannarino
of France 2-6, 6-4, 6-2; and
No. 8 Hubert Hurkacz of
Poland beat Emil
Ruusuvuori of Finland 6-
3, 6-7 (4), 6-2.

No. 9 Cameron Norrie of
Britain beat Botic van de
Zandschulp of the
Netherlands 6-1, 6-2, and
10th-seeded Taylor Fritz
beat fellow American
Frances Tiafoe 5-7, 6-1, 6-4.

Monaco, Aug 11 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
silver medallist long
jumper Murali
Sreeshankar finished sixth
in his debut Diamond
League meeting here with
a below-par 7.94m effort.

Six days after winning a
historic silver at the
Birmingham CWG,
Sreeshankar competed in
his much-anticipated
maiden Diamond League
but was far from his best in
a strong field under condi-
tions not very ideal for
jumping on Wednesday
night. Most of the 10
jumpers faced headwind of
above 1m/s in the first
round but it got better as
the competition pro-
gressed. Sreeshankar had
won silver in the CWG six
days ago with a best jump
of 8.08m. He has a season's
and personal best of 8.36m.

He had finished seventh
in the World
Championships in Eugene,
USA, last month with a
best jump of 7.96m.

The 23-year-old opened
with a 7.61m under a
1.5m/s headwind. He bet-
tered it to 7.84m and then
followed it by 7.83m.

From sixth in the first
round, he slipped to eight
after the third and just
about squeezed into the top
eight to save himself from
elimination.

Sreeshankar had 7.69m
in his fourth attempt and
7.94m in his fifth to leave

him at the sixth spot.
Under the revised 'Final
Three' rule of the Diamond
League, only the top three
get the sixth and last at-
tempt. Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist Maykel
Masso of Cuba won the
event with a best effort of
8.35m.

World Championships
silver medallist and reign-
ing Olympic champion
Miltiadis Tentoglou of
Greece (8.31m) finished
second ahead of Marquis
Dendy (8.31m) of USA
though both had identical
best jumps.

Tentoglou had two 8.30m
jumps as his second best
while Dendy had 8.30m and
8.17m as second and third
best jumps. The 2019 World
Championships gold
medallist Tajay Gayle of
Jamaica was fourth with a
best of 8.06m while world
indoor silver medallist
Thobias Montler of
Sweden was fifth with a
best effort of 7.96m.

Sreeshankar's next event
could be in Lausanne,
Switzerland as he has said
he has entered his name
for World Athletics Tour
silver label event there on
August 30.

Kingston, Aug 11 (AP):

A solid innings of 47 by
returning captain Kane
Williamson and a dashing
33 from 15 balls by Jimmy
Neesham propelled New
Zealand to a 13-run win
over the West Indies in the
first of three Twenty20
cricket internationals.

Neesham struck three
fours from the last three
balls and 23 runs from the
last over of the innings as
New Zealand made 185-5
after being sent in to bat at
Sabina Park on
Wednesday.

Left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner took 3-19
as New Zealand restricted
the West Indies to 172-7 in
20 overs.

There was a lot of spin
which was a big surprise,
said Santner, who was
voted player of the match.

I think the lengths are
key against these guys.
They can hit you pretty
far, so back of a length
worked today and as a unit
we were able to pick up
wickets which was pretty

key. New Zealand's innings
had two parts, separated
by a lengthy rain break.

Openers Martin Guptill
and Devon Conway gave

the tourists a strong start,
putting on 63 for the first
wicket. But the pair fell to
consecutive deliveries
from Odean Smith, who

went on to take career-best
T20 figures of 3-32.

Guptill fell to a brilliant
one-handed catch by
Shimron Hetmeyer, who
was backed up against the
boundary at deep point,
while Conway's innings of
43 from 29 ended when he
top-edged a catch to wick-
etkeeper Devon Thomas.

The rain came in the
12th over with New
Zealand on 95-2 and
Williamson at the crease
with Glenn Phillips.
Players were off the field
for almost two hours and
when play resumed New
Zealand immediately lost
Phillips for 17.

The New Zealand in-
nings briefly lost momen-
tum but Williamson re-es-
tablished the impetus of
the innings by taking 33
runs from his next 18 de-
liveries.

He finally was out to an-
other brilliant catch on the
boundary, this time from
Hayden Walsh who dashed
from mid-wicket to pocket
a comfortable catch at
speed.

Toronto, Aug 11 (AP):

Serena Williams wore
her game face when she
stepped out into the stadi-
um for her first match
since telling the world she
is ready to leave profes-
sional tennis.

Greeted by a standing
ovation, the 23-time Grand
Slam champion didn't
smile. She didn't wave. She
took a sip from a plastic
bottle as she walked in.
Some folks in the crowd
captured the moment with
the cameras on their cell-
phones. Others held aloft
handrawn signs oh, so
many signs with mess-
sages such as "Queen" or
"Thank you."

No one knows exactly
how many more matches
Williams will play before
she puts her rackets away
for good, and the 40-year-
old American exited the
National Bank Open on
Wednesday night with a 6-
2, 6-4 loss to Belinda

Bencic. While there were
some familiar fist pumps
and yells of "Come on!"
during competition, it was
only afterward that
Williams really allowed
her feelings to show, her
voice shaking and her eyes
welling during an on-court
interview when Bencic
ceded the spotlight.

"A lot of emotions, obvi-
ously," Williams told spec-
tators who offered her en-
couragement throughout
the clear, 75-degree
evening. The second-
round match at the hard-
court tuneup for the U.S.
Open came a day after she
announced "the count-
down has begun" on her
playing career, saying she
wants to have another
child and pursue business
interests. She did not state
precisely what her last
event will be, but did make
it sound as if her final
farewell will come at the
U.S. Open, which begins
Aug. 29 in New York.

Dubai, Aug 11 (PTI):

Sri Lanka legend
Mahela Jayawardene has
picked Pakistan captain
Babar Azam as the crick-
eter who, he believes, can
dethrone England's Joe
Root as top Test batter.

Root has been ruling the
roost at the top of the Test
rankings since June, with
the Englishman enjoying

a fine World Test
Championship, and in a
rich vein of form under
new coach Brendon
McCullum.

The former England
captain has scored more
runs than any other play-
er since the turn of the
decade, and deservedly
claimed the ICC Men's
Test Player of the Year
award in 2021.

"Tough one!"
Jayawardena said on the
latest episode of The ICC
Review, when asked who
can dethrone Root from
the top spot.

"I would say Babar
Azam has an opportunity.
He's been consistent in all
three formats and it shows
in his rankings. He's a nat-
urally gifted player, plays
in all conditions, he's got

the game to adapt as well.
"It depends on the

amount of cricket, who's
playing when and how
much but the Babar might
be the guy."

Babar is the only player
in the top three in the bat-
ters' rankings in all three
formats, occupying the
top spot in each of the
white-ball formats and
currently ranked No.3 in
Tests.

"T20Is and ODIs, it is
tough one to hold on to be-
cause there are a lot of
good players who have to
be consistent,"
Jayawardene said.

"I would put my money
on him at least for a little
while to hold to all three
but there are some good
quality players around
who will keep pushing
him."

Asked what makes
Babar such a special play-
er, Jayawardene said he
was most impressed by
the amount of time the
Pakistan skipper has
while at the crease.

"(I) think it is just the
technique, the time that
he has and the composure
that he has out there in
the middle," the former
Sri Lanka captain said.

"He's not rattled at any
time, whether he plays
T20Is, ODIs or Tests, he
adjusts quite brilliantly.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):

Legendary Sachin Tendulkar's
son Arjun is all set to leave
Mumbai and in all likelihood
will ply his trade for south-
western neighbours Goa in the
next domestic season.
The 22-year-old left-arm
pacer, who has also been a
part of IPL franchise Mumbai
Indians, have played two
games for Mumbai, during the
2020-21 edition of Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy against
Haryana and Puducherry
respectively.
It has been learnt that
Tendulkar junior has already
applied for No Objection
Certificate (NoC) from his
home association MCA.
"Getting maximum game time
on the ground is important for
Arjun at this juncture of his
career. We believe that the
shift will improve the probabil-
ity of Arjun featuring in more
competitive matches. He is
embarking on a new phase of
his cricketing career," SRT
Sports Management said in a
statement.
Tendulkar has played two
'Tests' for the India U-19
against Sri Lanka, three sum-
mers back and has featured in

the Mumbai probables for the
white ball leg of the domestic
season even this time.
For Tendulkar, the biggest dis-
appointment has been getting
dropped from the Mumbai
squad this season without
being given a chance to prove
his mettle.
People who have monitored
his progress feel that the
youngster has the right atti-
tude and work ethic but does
need consistent game time to
showcase what he is capable
of. He has recently been a part
of Mumbai Indians' develop-
mental squad that played a lot
of T20 games in England.

Babar Azam can dethrone Root
as top Test batter: Jayawardene 

Nick Kyrgios beats  Daniil
Medvedev in Montreal

Arjun Tendulkar seeks NoC
from Mumbai, likely to

play for Goa next season

Sreeshankar finishes 6th in
Diamond League debut in Monaco

NZ beats West Indies by 13 runs in 1st T20 game
Kane Williamson, of New
Zealand, hits 6 during the 
first T20i match between 

West Indies and New Zealand
at Sabina Park in Kingston,

Jamaica.

Serena loses 1st match since
saying she’s prepared to retire

Rauf Azhar’s footprints present in
Kandahar hijacking to Pulwama attack

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Jaish-e-Mohammed's
Abdul Rauf Azhar, in the
news after China blocked a
proposal at the UN to black-
list him, is believed to be one
of the main conspirators of
the IC-814 Kandahar hijack-
ing of 1999 and also the
Pulwama attack that killed
40 CRPF personnel in 2019.
Since 1999, Rauf Azhar,
brother of Jaish chief

Masood Azhar, has emerged
as the master of optics in
terms of orchestrating most
audacious attacks on Indian
establishments that grabbed
eyeballs across the globe in-
cluding the 2001 attack on
Parliament when a session
was on, the 2005 attack on
makeshift Ayodhya Ram
temple, and the 2016 attack
on forward base of IAF in
Pathankot among others.
Designated as a 'global ter-

rorist' by the US in 2010,
Rauf Azhar sprung on the
terror map in 1999 when the
Indian Airlines flight IC-814
from Tribhuvan
International Airport of
Kathmandu to Delhi was hi-
jacked and taken to Taliban-
controlled Kandhar on
December 24. As the hijack-
ing saga came to an end on
December 31, 1999, security
agencies identified Rauf
Azhar as one of the main

conspirators who had
hatched the plot to secure
the release of his brother
Masood Azhar from Kot
Balwal jail of Jammu, caus-
ing embarrassment to
Indian government. The at-
tacks planned by Rauf
Azhar almost brought India
and Pakistan on the brink of
a war on at least on two oc-
casions -- the Parliament at-
tack and suicide attack on
the CRPF convoy.

Transpilot Adam Harry on DGCA’s fresh guidelines
Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 11 (PTI): 

He had to suffer
endless 'torture' at
home and in the soci-
ety over his gender
but he never let that
sea of sufferings and
harassment kill his
long cherished
dream- to fly aero-
planes.

Adam Harry, the coun-
try's first transpilot, wel-
comed the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) coming out with

new guidelines on assess-
ment of fitness of trans-
gender persons who have
applied for a commercial
pilot license.

With aviation regulator
DGCA now formulating its
first-ever medical guide-
lines for transgenders,
Harry, who almost waged a
lone battle to make this
happen, feels that suffer-
ing and humiliation have
always made him stronger
and determined to chase
his dreams.

Talking to PTI, the 23-

year-old transman from
Kerala said he is "so
happy" over the DGCA's
decision and that it is a
"milestone moment" for
the third gender communi-
ty in India.

"It is not just my victory
alone but that of the entire
trans community who are
tortured and bullied over
their gender despite being
equally capable like other
genders," Harry said.

He said the DGCA's
move would surely pave
way for more transpersons

to come out and pursue
their dream career in the
aviation sector.

The aviation regulator
on Wednesday issued
guidelines for medical ex-
aminers to assess fitness of
transgender persons who
have applied for commer-
cial pilot licence.

The agency had last
month countered media re-
ports that claimed that
Harry has been denied per-
mission by the regulator to
get a commercial pilot li-
cense.

LG orders FIR against 9 retd,
2 serving DDA officials

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has or-
dered an FIR against nine re-
tired and two serving Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) officials in a nine-year-
old case of financial misap-
propriation, officials said on
Thursday.

The LG, who is the DDA
chairman, has also ordered
permanent withdrawal of the
nine retired officials' pension,
they said. "Lt Governor, VK
Saxena, in his capacity as
DDA chairman, has ordered

that an FIR be registered
against the then member (fi-
nance) and the then member
(engineering) of DDA, apart
from nine other officials in a
2013 case of blatant financial
misappropriation and viola-
tion of codal formalities,
Central Public Works
Department Works Manual,"
the official said. 

The nine retired officials
include a chief engineer, a
superintendent engineer and
an executive engineer while
the others were employed in
the finance and accounts de-
partments.

Tharoor to receive France’s
highest civilian award

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

With senior Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor set
to be conferred with
France's highest civilian
award Chevalier de la
Legion d'Honneur, a host
of party leaders congratu-
lated him on the presti-
gious honour.

The French government
is honouring him for his
writings and speeches and
French Ambassador here
Emmanuel Lenain has
written to Tharoor in-
forming him about the
award.

"As one who cherishes
our relations with France,
loves the language and ad-
mires the culture, I am ho-
noured to be recognized in
this way. My gratitude &
appreciation to those who
have seen fit to award me
this distinction," Tharoor
said in response to a tweet
congratulating him on the
award.

Several Congress lead-
ers as well as Congress's
Kerala unit and the state's
Youth Congress unit also
congratulated the MP
from Thiruvanantha-
puram.
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Devotees perform rituals for Janeu or Yajnopavit in the Ganga river on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan festival, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

MASS THREAD CEREMONY

Brahmin community people perform Shravani Upakarma at Manikarnika Ganga Ghat on
the last day of the Shravan month, in Varanasi, Thursday.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS ‘Your energy is infectious’
New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
lauded former Vice
President M
Venkaiah Naidu for
his commitment to
ideology, which drove

him to join a political
party that had little pres-
ence in his state of Andhra
Pradesh, saying his "ener-
gy is infectious".

In a three-page farewell
letter to Naidu, whose
term as the vice president
ended on Wednesday, the
prime minister said, "Your
energy is infectious. It can
be seen in your wit and

wisdom. Your one-lin-
ers are widely ad-
mired. Articulation
has always been
among your greatest
strengths." Recalling
Naidu's strengths,
Modi said from the
small lanes of Nellore
to the vice-presidency,
yours has been an out-
standing and inspiring
journey.

"Whenever any chal-
lenge or setback came, it
only strengthened your re-
solve to go about your work
with even more courage,"
Modi said. Referring to his
chairmanship of Rajya
Sabha, Modi said Naidu

has always been a "stickler
for parliamentary disci-
pline and traditions". "I
know of your personal an-
guish and discomfort
whenever there were un-
seemly disruptions or the
dignity of the Parliament
was lowered in any man-
ner. Whenever you spoke
about it, there was deep
pain in your voice, convey-

ing your worry for the
long-term future of
our nation and the vi-
brancy of the
Parliament," Modi
wrote in the letter ad-
dressed to Naidu as
Venkaiah 'garu' (hon-
orific suffix).

The prime minister said
as the chairman of Rajya
Sabha, Naidu presided over
the House with brilliance.
"Your warm relations with
leaders in the treasury and
opposition benches fur-
thered a spirit of cordiality
in the House. It was heart-
ening to see first-time
members, women, and
younger members get

more opportunities to ex-
press themselves." The
success of your approach
is evident in the record
rise in the Rajya Sabha's
productivity during your
years as the Chairman,
Modi pointed out.

"In the five years gone by,
several historic bills have
been passed and you will
certainly look back at
them with satisfaction. I
am sure the legislations on
Articles 370 and 35(A) (re-
lating to abrogation of cer-
tain sections of Article
370), which were first
tabled in the Rajya Sabha,
would have made you very
proud," he said.
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Modi celebrates
Raksha Bandhan
with daughters of

PMO staff members
New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi celebrated Raksha
Bandhan on Thursday with
the daughters of staff mem-
bers working at his office
tying rakhis on his wrist. He
gave them a tricolour each
for the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
programme. "A very special
Raksha Bandhan with these
youngsters," the prime min-
ister tweeted and posted pic-
tures from the event.
Officials said the daughters
of sweepers, peons, garden-
ers, drivers and other such
members of the staff work-
ing at the Prime Minister's
Office tied rakhis on Modi's
wrist.

Party leaders congratulate him

9-Yr-Old Financial Misappropriation Case



Suicide
PPuunnee:: A 25-year-old
woman police constable
from Bihar was found
hanging in her hotel room
in Pune city on Thursday
afternoon, local police
said. Constable Kavita
Kumari, the deceased,
was part of a police team
from Muzaffarpur which
had come here in connec-
tion with a probe, said an
official of Pimpri-
Chichwad Police.

Summon
KKoollkkaattaa:: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-
moned eight senior police
officers of West Bengal to
New Delhi for questioning
in the coal smuggling
case, officials said on
Thursday. Among the IPS
officers summoned by the
central agency were
Gyanwant Singh (ADG,
CID), Koteswara Rao, S
Selvamurugan, Shyam
Singh, Rajeev Mishra,
Sukesh Kumar Jain and
Tathagata Basu, they said.

Complaint 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Commission for Women
has urged Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to take
action against Andhra
Pradesh's Hindupur MP
Gorantla Madhav after
receiving a complaint of
alleged sexual harass-
ment against him.
According to the com-
plaint, the MP is alleged
to have engaged in an
explicit video call without
the victim's consent, the
panel said.

Abducted
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 14-
year-old girl was alleged-
ly abducted and raped in
a village in this district,
police said on Thursday.
The girl, a Class 9 stu-
dent, was found uncon-
scious on Circular Road
here on Thursday and
was sent to the district
hospital.

Rescued
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai police
rescued 17 women, who
were allegedly forced
into prostitution, after
conducting a raid in
neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, and arrested
nine men for acting as
agents, an official said on
Thursday. The operation
was conducted by the
Anti-Human Trafficking
Unit (AHTU) of Mumbai
police on August 5, he
said. "The action was
taken after a woman
approached the AHTU on
August 4 with a com-
plaint against two per-
sons named Raju and
Sahil, who were involved
in human trafficking rack-
et," the police official.
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BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
with supporters during Har

Ghar Tiranga march ahead of
Independence Day, in Patna,

Thursday.
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Bilaspur, Aug 11: 

Four wagons and the en-
gine of a stationary freight
train got derailed after it
was hit by a moving locomo-
tive near Raigarh railway
station on Friday, railway of-
ficials said.

No casualties were report-
ed in the incident and the
movement of trains on the
route remained unaffected,
they said.

The incident took place at
11:40 am at a railway siding
on the outskirts of Raigarh
railway station on Mumbai-
Howrah route during shunt-
ing, said Saket Ranjan,
Chief Public Relations
Officer of South East
Central Railway. The mov-
ing twin-engine locomotive
collided with the stationary

empty goods train which
was on the third line track
(apart from UP and DOWN
lines) from the rear side, he
said. "The locomotive that
hit the stationary train also
suffered some damage," he
said. Prima facie it seems
that negligence resulted in

the incident. But an elabo-
rate enquiry is underway,
Ranjan added. A team of
railway officials from
Bilaspur was sent to the spot
and work was in progress to
restore the derailed locomo-
tive and wagons on the
track, he said.

Bijapur, Aug 11: 

Suspected Maoists ab-
ducted and killed a vil-
lager in  Bijapur district,
police said on Thursday.

The reason behind the
murder was yet to be as-
certained, they said.

Security personnel on
Thursday recovered the
body of the deceased vil-
lager, identified as
Gopiram Madkam, near
his village Kahurgaon
under Bangapal police sta-
tion limits, located more
than 400 km from the state
capital Raipur, a senior of-
ficial said.

As per preliminary in-
formation, Madkam was
abducted from his village
on August 8, he said.

Though no complaint
was lodged with police re-
garding his abduction, the
matter came to light on
Thursday morning when
some villagers informed
police that he had been
murdered by Maoists, he
said. After receiving the
information, security
forces rushed to the spot
and recovered the body
from the forest, the official

said. The body was later
sent for postmortem.

As per prima facie re-
ports, Maoists slit his
throat with sharp-edged
weapons that led to his
death. However, the reason
behind the murder was yet
to be ascertained, he said.

Security forces have
launched a combing oper-
ation in the region to trace
the culprits, he added.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

The Centre has written
to the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment over "poor" imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana,
Urban as well as Gramin,
and flagged a host of is-
sues, including pendency
in the release of its share of
funds by the state.

Government sources
said Chhattisgarh is the
only state where the PMAY-
Gramin scheme has been
facing "persistent difficul-
ties" over the last three to
four years. As it is a time-
bound scheme and part of
the national campaign to
eradicate poverty, this goal
can't be achieved if all
states don't implement
such programmes together,
they noted.

"The letter mentions that
the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment cannot decide on its
own whim that it will not
implement certain rural
development schemes
meant for the welfare of
the people living in rural
areas," an official said.

The Rural Development
Ministry, the nodal agency
for the PMAY-G, had writ-
ten to the state government
in June, September and
November last year regard-
ing pendency in release of
its share by the state.

The ministry had set the
target of building 7,81,999
houses for the financial
year 2021-22. However, it
was compelled to withdraw
the target as the state had
not released its share
amounting to Rs 562 core,
they said.

The PMAY-G work has
come to a standstill in the
state due to this, it added.

The Urban Development

Ministry, the nodal agency
for the PMAY-Urban, has
also written to the state
government, urging it to
immediately release its
share to the single nodal

account of the scheme as
the Centre can deposit its
share only after this.

The state has released Rs
1,309.22 crore out of its
share of Rs 1,509.61 crore
and Rs 199.39 crore is yet to
be released.

The non-availability of
funds from the state will
halt the release of further
instalments to beneficiar-
ies from the economically
weaker sections and con-
struction of such houses
would stop, officials said.

The Centre has also
noted that the under the
Affordable Housing in
Partnership vertical of the
PMAY-U, 59,556 houses
have been sanctioned in
the state and 20,379 of them
completed. However, only
2,781 houses have been oc-
cupied and the unoccupied
houses may become inhab-
itable if not allotted soon.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Jagdeep Dhankhar was
on Thursday sworn in as
the 14th Vice President of
India.

President Droupadi
Murmu administered the
oath to Dhankhar (71) dur-
ing a brief ceremony at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Dhankhar took the oath
in Hindi in the name of
god.

"Bahut-bahut badhai
(many congratulations),"
Murmu said after
Dhankhar signed the reg-
ister of oath.

Before the swearing-in,
the Election Commission's
certification of election is-
sued to Dhankhar was
read out. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi,
Dhankhar's predecessor
M Venkaiah Naidu, for-
mer president Ram Nath
Kovind, former vice presi-
dent M Hamid Ansari,
and Union ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit
Shah, Nirmala
Sitharaman and Nitin
Gadkari were among the
dignitaries present on the
occasion.

Hyderabad, Aug. 11 (PTI):

Biological E. Ltd (BE) on
Thursday said it has delivered
10 crore (100 million) doses
of its COVID-19 vaccine,
Corbevax to the Centre so far.
In a release, the city-based
vaccine maker said, Biological
E. Limited has delivered 10
crore doses of Corbevax to
the Government of India till
now. Pan-India roll-out of
Corbevax in children 12-14
years of age was initiated
on March 16, 2022 and till
now almost seven crore
doses have been adminis-
tered and 2.9 crore children
have completed the two-
dose vaccination regimen."
Corbevax was also approved

by the Union Health Ministry
as a heterologous COVID-19
booster dose under emer-
gency use authorization for
individuals aged 18 years
and above after 6 months of
administration of primary
vaccination (two doses) of
Covaxin or Covishield, the
company said. The Health
Ministry's approval is based
on the recommendations
made recently by the
COVID-19 Working Group of
the National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI).
Corbevax is expected to be
available as a booster dose
on the CoWIN App in public
and private vaccination cen-
tres from August 12, 2022.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

The Income tax depart-
ment has detected "unac-
counted" income of more
than Rs 150 crore after it
recently raided a Jaipur-
based group engaged in
the business of gems and
jewellery, hospitality and
real estate, the CBDT said
Thursday.

The raids were
launched on August 3 and
more than three dozen
premises of the business
group, which has not been
named by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) in its press state-
ment, in Jaipur and Kota
districts in Rajasthan

were covered.
The Board said the de-

partment has seized "un-
accounted assets" of over
Rs 11 crore so far.

The CBDT frames policy
for the tax department.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Observing that freebies
and social welfare schemes
are two different things, the
Supreme Court on
Thursday said a balance
has to be struck between the
economy losing money and
welfare measures.

It also ruled out the possi-
bility of considering a plea
for de-recognising parties
for making promises to give
freebies. Asking stakehold-
ers to give suggestions on
this aspect before August 17,
a bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justice Krishna Murari

said the idea to de-recognise
political parties for making
promises to give irrational
freebies during the polls
was undemocratic .

I do not want to enter the
area of de-registering a po-
litical party etc. as it is an
undemocratic idea...We are
a democracy after all, the
CJI, speaking for the bench,
said. The CJI said the issue
of promise to grant irra-
tional freebies during the
poll process is a serious
issue but he will not en-
croach into the legislative
domain even if there was a
statutory vacuum on the
issue.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

An accused cannot be
convicted on the ground of
suspicion, no matter how
strong it is, the Supreme
Court said on Thursday,
while acquitting a man in
a murder case.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and P S Narasimha
said an accused is pre-
sumed to be innocent un-
less proved guilty beyond
a reasonable doubt.

It is settled law that the
suspicion, however strong
it may be, cannot take the
place of proof beyond rea-

sonable doubt. An accused
cannot be convicted on the
ground of suspicion, no
matter how strong it is, the
bench said. The apex court
said in the present case,
the prosecution has utter-
ly failed to establish the
chain of events which can
be said to exclusively lead
to the one and only conclu-
sion, i.e., the guilt of the
accused. In that view of
the matter, we find that the
judgment and order of the
learned sessions judge and
that of the high court are
not sustainable, the bench
said.

FIDAYEEN ATTACK ON ARMY CAMP

Three soldiers martyred
Jammu, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Two terrorists carried
out a 'fidayeen' attack on
an Army camp in
Jammu's Rajouri district
in the early hours of
Thursday, killing three
soldiers. Both attackers
were gunned down in the
four-hour firefight that
followed.

"In the early hours on
Thursday, alert sentries of
the Indian Army post at
Parghal, in Rajouri dis-
trict detected suspicious
persons approaching
their post taking advan-
tage of the inclement
weather and dense fo-
liage," PRO (defence)
Jammu Lt Col Devender
Anand said.

He said the sentries
challenged the two terror-
ists who lobbed grenades
while attempting to gain
entry inside the post.
However, alert troops cor-
doned the area and en-
gaged them in a firefight

thereby pinning them, he
said. Anand further said
in the ensuing gunfight,
the two terrorists were
neutralised. Six soldiers
of Indian Army were in-
jured in the operation and
of them, three brave-
hearts succumbed to in-
juries while repulsing the

suicide attack, he said.
The army personnel

killed were subedar
Rajendra Prasad (of
Maligoven village in
Rajasthan's Jhunjhunu
district), rifleman
Lakshmanan D (of T
Pudupatti village in
Madurai district of Tamil

Nadu) and rifleman
Manoj Kumar (of
Shahjahanpur village in
Haryana's Faridabad), he
said. The Indian Army
salutes the bravehearts
for their supreme sacri-
fice in line of duty, up-
holding the highest tradi-
tion of the force. The na-

tion will always remain
indebted to them for their
supreme sacrifice and de-
votion to duty, he said.

According to officials
and eyewitnesses, the first
gunshot was heard
around 2 am when the ter-
rorists attempted to
breach the external fence
of the camp located at
Paragal, 185 km from
here.

Subedar Rajendra Prasad, Rifleman Manoj Kumar and Rifleman D Lakshmanan who lost their lives.

Arms and ammunition recovered from killed militants in Darhal area of Rajouri, Thursday.

̈ Two terrorists killed

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha condemned the
attack and vowed to deal
with terrorists and their
supporters in a befitting
manner. In a tweet, he said,
"Strongly condemn despi-
cable terrorist attack in
Rajouri; tributes to brave
soldiers who made supreme
sacrifice. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the families of the
bravehearts martyred in the
attack. We shall deal with
evil designs of terrorists
and their backers in a befit-
ting manner." 

LG condemns attack

Suspected Maoists
kill villager

As per preliminary in-
formation, victim
Gopiram Madkam was
abducted from his vil-
lage on August 8.
Though no complaint
was lodged with police
regarding his abduction,
the matter came to light
on Thursday morning
when some villagers in-
formed police that he
had been murdered by
Maoists.After receiving
the information, securi-
ty forces rushed to the
spot and recovered the
body from the forest.The
body was later sent for
postmortem.

About the incident

LOCOMOTIVE HITS GOODS TRAIN

Four wagons, engine of
stationary freight train derails 

The incident took place at 11:40 am at a railway siding on the out-
skirts of Raigarh railway station on Mumbai-Howrah route during
shunting. The moving twin-engine locomotive collided with the sta-
tionary empty goods train which was on the third line track (apart
from UP and DOWN lines) from the rear side.The locomotive that hit
the stationary train also suffered some damage.

Prima facie it seems that negligence resulted in the incident. But an
elaborate enquiry is underway, CPRO said. A team of railway offi-
cials from Bilaspur was sent to the spot and work was in progress to
restore the derailed locomotive and wagons on the track.

About the incident

Initial findings

POOR IMPLEMENTATION OF PMAY

Chh’garh Govt not releasing its share of funds: Centre

Centre’s 
contention

The Centre has also noted that
the under the Affordable
Housing in Partnership vertical
of the PMAY-U, 59,556 houses
have been sanctioned in the
state and 20,379 of them com-
pleted. However, only 2,781
houses have been occupied and
the unoccupied houses may
become inhabitable if not allot-
ted soon. The ministry had set
the target of building 7,81,999
houses for the financial year
2021-22. However, it was com-
pelled to withdraw the target as
the state had not released its
share amounting to Rs 562 core.

PM CELERATES RAKHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrates Raksha Bandhan festival with girls, in New
Delhi, Thursday.

‘100 mn doses of Corbevax
supplied to Centre’

Dhankhar takes over as 14th VP

Accused cannot be convicted
on ground of suspicion: SC

I-T dept detects over Rs 150 crore black income 
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The Income tax department has

seized Rs 56 crore in cash and

jewellery worth Rs 14 crore

after it raided a Maharashtra-

based business group engaged

in steel and real estate, officials

said Thursday.

The raids were launched last

week on the business entity

based in Jalna district of the

state after actionable inputs of

alleged tax evasion were

received against it, they said.

A senior official said Rs 56 crore

cash and jewellery of Rs 14

crore has been seized till now.

Documents and digital data

have also been seized.

Rs 56 cr cash; Rs 14 cr
worth jewellery
seized in raids

Freebies, welfare
schemes different: SC

Body recovered from
flooded under bridge
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: Body of
an elderly person was re-
covered from the flooded
railway under bridge situ-
ated near Sirsakala of Old
Bhilai Police Station lim-
its. The deceased was a
contract labour of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

The incident possibly
occurred on the interven-
ing night of Thursday. It is
suspected that the man
was on his way back home
from the workplace when
the incident occurred. He
would have tried to cross
the flood underbridge and
drowned.

Old Bhilai Police
Station team reached the
spot and after preparing
an inquest, sent the body
for autopsy. The deceased
was identified as
Devbagas Nirmalkar (59)
a resident of Ward 33,
Sirsakala, Old Bhilai.

He worked as a contract
labour at Bhilai Steel
Plant. According to family
members, he had gone to
work on Wednesday
morning. When he did not
return till late evening,
the family tried to search
for him. On Thursday
morning, his body was
found in the flooded under
bridge.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  1111::  Boundary walls sur-
rounded by bougainvillea in the
metropolises look very beautiful
and the landscape of the whole
area improves with its amazing
beauty. The most important fact is
that its cost is very low.
Bougainvillea will be planted in the
boundary wall of government of-
fices along major roads in Durg
city. Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave these instructions to
the municipal commissioners in the
review meeting of urban bodies
held on Wednesday. 

He said that in Jaipur city, vines
of bougainvillea have been planted
in the boundary wall of govern-
ment offices along the main road in
such a way that the beauty of the
city has been greatly enhanced. He
also instructed to beautify struc-

tures like overbridges with such
natural ornamental vines. The
Collector had asked the officials of
the urban bodies to submit 3D pho-
tographs of the proposed beautifi-
cation work along with the details
of the cost. He gave these instruc-
tions during the review of proposed
beautification works.

Collector said that plantation
has to be done on the main roads
and squares of the city. The beauti-
fication plan of the traffic squares /
road intersections has been pre-
pared by the officials. The struc-
tures are already beautiful in many
places. It is just to see that there is
a sufficient plantation. For this pur-
pose, plants like Duranta, Spider
Lily were selected. The Collector
said that plants like Bougainvillea,
Kaner, Carno Carpus should be se-
lected for plantation on the road di-

viders. Various types of plants have
been selected for landscaping. 

Nursery will be prepared for
these plants in the civic bodies it-
self. Collector asked to do a com-
parative study of landscaping in
different cities like Raipur and
Delhi. He said that beautiful land-
scaping has been done on the va-
cant places of major roads in
Raipur, which has enhanced the

beauty of these places. The con-
cept of flower bucket was also ap-
plied in some cities. The Collector
said that such structures have been
built in Dhaula Kuan in Delhi and it
looks very beautiful.

Collector said that the market
has to be organized and arranged.
Vending zones have to be marked
in all the urban bodies. People are
to be helped through NULM to start

business in vending zones. The
Collector said that the bikes will
not be allowed to enter the con-
gested markets. Parking zones will
be created for vehicles where a
nominal annual fee will be charged
from the shopkeepers and visitors. 

Parking charges will be charged
from the customers as per rules.
He said that paver blocks would
also be installed in the markets. In
collaboration with the Chamber of
Commerce, a campaign to keep
dustbins and cleanliness will be run
for all the shopkeepers. He said
that continuous action would be
taken to remove the encroachment
done by the traders on the roads
and strict action will be taken
against them.

The Collector also directed to
launch a massive campaign to re-
move the cattle from the road. This

campaign will commence from
Durg Municipal Corporation. In
Durg, all the  cowcatcher vehicles
will conduct the campaign and a
big team will monitor it. Collector
said that there is a problem with
street lights in some places in the
city. Street lights should be main-
tained regularly and all street lights
must be in working condition. He
asked the officials to review it reg-
ularly.

The Collector asked the
Commissioners of Civic Bodies to
share photographs of the traffic
square / road intersections and
plans for their beautification. The
Collector gave his suggestions for
this task. He said that plantation is
of great importance in the work of
landscaping. Beautiful plants fur-
ther enhance the beauty of squares
and junctions. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: The
Durg-Bhilai Chapter of
Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) has been
awarded the "Best Chapter
Award" for the year 2021-
22.

Bhilai Chapter has been
given this award in view
of the efforts to increase
public awareness about
cultural heritage, estab-
lishment of heritage clubs
in 30 schools with the co-
operation of the govern-
ment and better participa-
tion of children of Durg-
Bhilai schools in various
heritage related competi-
tions at national level.

Bhilai-Durg Chapter
Convenor Dr DN Sharma
expressed his gratitude to-
wards all the lifelong and
ordinary members of

Durg-Bhilai Chapter and
the participating schools
for their active coopera-
tion. He added that in the

current session, better ef-
forts will be made by all
the associate members of
the chapter.
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Bhilai, Aug 11: Employees
belonging  to Utilities,
Power  Electrical & IA
zones of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani 'and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
August 10, 2022 for their ex-
emplary work performance
under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Pali  Shiromani  Award
winners of 4  zones  of
P&E  included  Shakti
Kumar Manikpuri, AGM,
OP-II, Sushildev Bhalekar,
Assistant Manager, PEM,
MC Joy, Assistant
Manager, DNW and Suresh
Kumar Nagdeo, Assistant
M a n a g e r ,

Instrumentation(O) and
Karm  Shiromani  Award
winners  Dilip  Kumar,

OCT, OP-II, Nisir Biswas,
Senior Technician, PEM,
K Balkrishna, C/Man cum

Senior Technician, HME
and Ram Bachan Sahu,
C h a r g e m a n ,

Instrumentation(O), were
felicitated for their exem-
plary work.

The function was
presided over by Asit Saha,
CGM I/c (M&amp;U).
Departmental HODs
Girish Abaji Sorte, CGM
(Utilities), Rajeev Pandey,
CGM (Power Facilities),
Arjunan Shankar, GM I/c
(Electrical), Sant Kumar
Keshkar, GM I/c
(Instrumentation), HK
Sahu, GM I/c (PBS &PEM)
and heads of the various
departments presented the
award winners with a cer-
tificate of merit, memento
and appreciation letter for
the spouse of the employee.
The programme was con-
ducted by Personnel Office
of P&E Zone.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: On the
occasion of 50th death an-
niversary of Late Mini
Mata, people paid tributes
and commemorated her
during a programme or-
ganized in Samoda. In his
address, PHE Minister
Guru Rudra Kumar said
that Late Mini Mata made
significant contributions
in the eradication of un-
touchability in independ-
ent India and towards the
empowerment of women.

Late Mini Mata was in-
strumental in social re-
forms, whether it was
against child marriage or
the need for initiative for
social reforms. Mini Mata
was a pioneer on every
front and always worked
for the development of all
sections. Her role was im-

portant in the formula-
tion of the policies of in-
dependent India.

As a female voice in
Parliament, she gave rep-
resentation to women and
put their subjects before
the Parliament. Late Mini
Mata remained as a sym-
bol of Chhattisgarh's iden-
tity. Guru Rudra  Kumar

said, "As the first woman
MP from Chhattisgarh,
the standards she set and
the ideals she walked, we
are committed to follow
them completely".

Following the path
shown by revered Guru
Ghasidas, she set ideals
before everyone in public
life. She moved ahead with

the principles of truth and
non-violence. "Following
the principles of truth and
non-violence, we will con-
tinuously work towards
making our state strong.
Today we have gathered at
Samoda to commemorate
Mini Mata on her death
anniversary.

It is clear from the pres-

ence of a large number of
people that we are all fol-
lowing the  path shown by
her and will continue to
do so", Guru Rudra
Kumar concluded. On the
occasion, other public
representatives also re-
membered Late Mini
Mata and addressed the
gathering.

SAIL declares Q1 results
for financial year 2022-23

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) posted its financial
performance for the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year 2022-23 (Q1 FY 23).
The company saw a growth
of 16.4% in its revenue from
operations in Q1 FY23 over
corresponding period last
year (CPLY). SAIL also
recorded the best ever Q1
production.
The first quarter of FY'23
saw twin challenges of high-
er input costs and subdued
market demand, both global
and domestic, impacting the
performance of the compa-
ny. High cost of production
due to increase in imported

coking coal prices had an im-
pact on the bottom-line of
the company. The decline in
global demand and prices for
steel had a direct bearing on
the domestic market and
price realisation. Since peak-
ing in April'22, the prices for
steel have continuously re-
mained under pressure dur-
ing the quarter.
The Company, however, said
that the construction and in-
frastructure projects have
gained momentum which
will boost the demand for
steel products. The company
is confident of improved per-
formances in the second half
of the current financial year
with significant reduction in
prices of imported coal and
uptick in demand.

SDRF rescues 13 people stranded in floods

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: The State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) rescued thirteen
people in Durg District
who were trapped in low
lying areas on the banks of
flooded River Sheonath.
Amid the ongoing rains
lashing various regions,
the water level of River
Sheonath is on rise. Brick
kilns, fields, vegetable gar-
dens and several villages
are facing flood like situa-
tions. The administration

is on alert mode to assist
the people in distress. In
Durg city, more than 150
people of 45 families have
been shifted to relief
camps.
As the downpour contin-
ued, SDRF rescued three
labourers who were
trapped in a brick kiln lo-
cated in village Bharda.
Immediately after getting
information, SDRF team
reached the spot and res-
cued Toman Lal Thakur a
resident of village
Bharda, Sahdul Yadav a

resident of West Bengal
and Parasnath Yadav a
resident of Uttar Pradesh.
In the second incident,
SDRF responded to a dis-
tress call from the village
Dandesara.
A man and his wife were
trapped in a vegetable gar-
den (farm house) situated
on the banks of River
Sheonath near Sukkha
Nullah. The team reached
there in motorised boats
and rescued Ramesh
Kumar (30) and his wife
Rampati Bai (24). Later in

the evening, the SDRF
team rescued eight per-
sons who were trapped in
floods at village Hardi
which falls under the ju-
risdiction of Nandini
Police Station. All the
stranded people have been
shifted to safe spots.
With arduous efforts,
SDRF successfully res-
cued all the people strand-
ed in floods. The emer-
gency services are on alert
mode to ensure that no un-
toward incident occurs
and assistance reaches the

affected people in time.
After the release of water
from dams, the water level
in Sheonath is rising con-
tinuously. Water is run-
ning above the old bridge
located on Pulgaon -
Anjora road.
At Mahmara Anicut,
water is running almost
15 feet above the bridge.
Water has been released
in River Sheonath from
Mogra Barrage, Sukkha
Nullah and Ghumaria
reservoir. Small nullahs
from different villages are

also adding water in the
main channel of Sheonath
due to which flood type sit-
uations have occurred in
different spots.
Water has entered into the
localities of Durg city sit-
uated near Sheonath.
Considering the situation,
about 150 people from 45
families of Sheopara,
Durg have been shifted to
relief camps. Durg
Municipal Corporation
has made arrangements of
stay and food for the af-
fected people.
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Posts more than 16% growth in Revenue from Operations over CPLY

Mini Mata made significant contributions
in the social reforms after independence

BSP employees of  Utilities, Power, 
Electrical & IA zones  felicitated

INTACH Bhilai-Durg receives
‘Best Chapter Award’

With Pali Shiromani and Karm Shiromani Award

Bougainvillea to be planted on boundary walls of government offices
Landscaping and beautification will be done in important places

Entries invited for SAIL Swarna
Jayanti Story Writing Competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 11: SAIL is
organizing "SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Story
Writing Competition -
2022" to commemorate
the "Swarna Jayanti
Year" of SAIL since its
incorporation on
January 24, 1973. The
aim of this story writing
competition is to provide
an opportunity to the
people to write stories re-
lated to SAIL's contribu-
tion in building of our
Nation.

Theme of the competi-
tion is 'SAIL's contribu-
tion in Nation building
in the last five decades.' It
can be written both in
Hindi and English lan-
guages. The writing is
preferred in story telling

form. The writer has the
creative liberty to adopt
any format of story-
telling.

The competition is
open to any citizen of
India including employ-
ees of SAIL and their
families. The word limit
of the story writing com-
petition is 800 words.
Awards and certificates
will be given to the au-
thors of Prizes in each
category i.e. Hindi &amp;
English. The winning en-
tries may also be pub-
lished in SAIL's in-house
journal 'SAIL News'.

Soft copy of the story
has to be sent to email id -
sailstory2022@gmail.co
m latest by 11 PM, 25th
August, 2022, as an at-
tachment with the mail.
A passport size photo-

graph of the writer must
be attached separately in
the same mail. Also, two
hard copies of the story
should reach the follow-
ing address latest by 17:00
hrs August 31, 2022 :
Vinay Jaiswal, AGM
(CAD), Corporate Affairs
Division, Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL),
6th Floor, Ispat Bhawan,
Lodi Road, New Delhi-
11000. For clarification, if
any, you may contact
Vinay Jaiswal, AGM,
(CAD) at 9968605464 / 011
- 24300495 during office
hours.

Names of winners will
be announced in SAIL
Website (www.sail.co.in)
and SAIL Social media
handles (Link of
Facebook and Twitter of
SAIL).
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Minimata dedicated her entire life for
human welfare: Bhupesh Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 11: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that Minimata had an
incomparable persona.
Known for her simplicity
and values, Minimata ded-
icated her entire life to the
welfare of humankind.
She played an important
role in getting the
Prevention of
Untouchability Act passed
in the Parliament, to pro-
tect the civil rights of
Dalits. She not only advo-
cated eradication of social
evils such as child mar-
riage and dowry system in
the society, but also raised
the issue in the
Parliament.

Baghel was addressing

the Minimata Memorial
Day and Pratibha
Samman Samaroh at
Shaheed Smarak Bhawan
in the capital city Raipur
today. This event was or-
ganized by Guru Ghasidas
Sahitya and Sanskriti
Akademi, Chhattisgarh
Satnami Samaj. At the
event, Mr. Baghel released
a special cover issued by
the Post Department on
the occasion of
Minimata’s 50th death an-
niversary.

In his address to the pro-
gram, Chief Minister fur-
ther said that Minimata

was the epitome of women
power and dignity. Her
strong leadership skills
gave her a distinct identity
among the national lead-
ers. She reached the peak
of popularity and recogni-
tion because of her sim-
plicity and demeanor. As
the first female Member of
Parliament (MP) of
Chhattisgarh, her contri-
bution towards upliftment
of Dalits and women will
always be remembered.

Chief Minister said that
Minimata actively partici-
pated in the works of so-
cial reforms and better-

ment of every section of
society. She had good
knowledge of Assamese,
English, Bengali, Hindi
and Chhattisgarhi lan-
guages. She was the em-
bodiment of truth, non-vi-
olence and love. She was
married to Guru
Agamdas, the fourth de-
scendant of Gurubaba
Ghasidas ji. After mar-
riage, she came to
Chhattisgarh from Assam
as Guru Mata, since then
she devoted her whole life
for the development of
this region. After inde-
pendence, the first election

to the Lok Sabha was held
in 1951-52. Minimata was a
member of the Lok Sabha
from 1951 to 1971 as an MP.
She was elected the first fe-
male MP of Lok Sabha
from the Bilaspur-Durg-
Raipur reserved seat in
undivided Madhya
Pradesh. Thereafter, she
won Lok Sabha elections
four times from Janjgir
Lok Sabha constituency
reserved for Scheduled
Castes in the delimitation.

Administration and
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, while
addressing the program,
thanked Chief Minister on
behalf of Satnami Samaj
for naming Giroudpuri as
Guru Ghasidas
Giroudpuri Dham. In the
program, Chief Minister
also felicitated the talented
students and people of
Satnami Samaj, for their
excellent works and
achievements. On this oc-
casion, Raipur Rural MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Raipur Mayor Ejaz
Dhebar, Charoda Mayor
Nirmal Kosale and a large
number of followers of
Satnam Panth were pres-
ent.

NIT Raipur celebrates Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav

Raipur, Aug 11: As per the
proposition from govern-
ment of India, Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM)
and Har Ghar Tiranga is to
be celebrated at our institute
level, in this regard, NIT
Raipur is organizing
“Prabhat Pheries”, which
will consist of a series of
events to spread awareness
about 75th  year
Independence Day, from 11th
to 15th August 2022 from 7 to
8 A.M. in the morning.

On day one, the students,
staff and professors of the

Institute enthusiastically
came together to take part in
“Prabhat pheries” to cele-
brate 75 years of
Independence.

Under the guidance of
Dean, students welfare Dr.
P.Y. Dhekne , NSS coordinat-
ed the event with various
youth clubs of NIT Raipur.
Following this, Abhinay- the
Dramatics club of the insti-
tute performed a street play
under the guidance of Prof.
Incharge Dr. Govardhan
Bhatt, and urged people to
not just celebrate, but also get

to know about the freedom
fighters of India. Prof. M.
Pradhan, Prof. S. Sanyal,
Prof. G. D. Ramtekkar and
many faculty members were
present and motivated the
students. Around 150 stu-
dents from various clubs and
committees of NIT Raipur,
such as NSS, Abhinay,
Technocracy, Innovation
Cell, Click Club, and Raaga -
The Music club attended the
program with gusto. Overall,
the event was successful in
igniting the spirit of patriot-
ism among everyone present.

Second phase admission in colleges
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 11: The first
phase of admission
process has been complet-
ed in the colleges affiliated
to Pt Ravishankar Shukla
University. Students are

seeking admission in col-
leges under the second
phase admission process
starting from August 9.
Students have the opportu-
nity for admission till
August 16. After this the
admission process will be

opened for the remaining
seats. Students are prefer-
ring major colleges of
Raipur, including Science
College, Durga College,
Chhattisgarh College,
Degree Girls College for
admission.

Merit list for admission in
BEd and DEd by 18th 

Raipur, Aug 11: The
State Council of
Educational Research
and Training will re-
lease the first phase
merit list for admission
to BEd and DEd courses
on August 18. The ad-
mission process will
continue till August 25.
The information about
vacant seats will be
given on August 26. The
second list will be re-
leased on September 5.
Based on this, the ad-
mission will be done till
September 9.

On the other hand, the
process of counseling

for the second phase will
start from September 13
and for the third phase
from October 19.
Similarly, online regis-
tration for the first
phase counseling
process in DElEd course
will run from July 29 to
August 3. The first list
will be released on
August 16. Based on this,
students will be able to
enroll till August 23. The
second list will be re-
leased on September 3.
The recruitment
process will continue till
September 8. Similarly,
the process of second
counseling will start
from September 12 and
third counseling will
start from October 19.

Ch’garh logs 298 coronavirus cases,
2 deaths; active tally at 2,706

Raipur, Aug 11:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 298
new COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 3.46 per
cent, taking the overall
tally to 11,70,085, while the
death toll increased by two
to reach 14,085, an official
said. The patient recovery
count rose to 11,53,294
after 516 people recovered
during the day, leaving the
state with 2,706 active
cases, he said.

“Dhamtari led with 35
cases, followed by 30 each
in Durg and Surguja, 23 in
Raipur, 20 in

Mahasamund, 17 in
Rajnandgaon and 10 in
Bemetara, among other
districts. Fresh coron-
avirus cases were reported
in all the 28 districts in the
state,” the official said.

With 8,620 swab samples
examined during the day,
the tally of tests carried
out so far in the state went
up to 1,83,25,347, he added.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,70,085, new cases 298,
death toll 14,085, recovered
11,53,294, active cases
2,706, total tests 1,83,25,347.

Vinay, Harshavardhan win Regional TT,
Badminton titles

Raipur, Aug 11: Raipur
Division won the Table
Tennis and Badminton
title in the Central
Regional Athletics, Table
Tennis and Badminton
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Life Insurance
Corporation Bhopal
Division at TT Nagar
Stadium recently.
Providing the above infor-
mation, the Raipur
Division Secretary of
Sports & Recreation com-
mittee Gajendra Patel said
that Vinay Baiswade from
Raipur Division won the
title in Men’s category
whereas Sakshi Dhanvijay
secured third position in
Women’s category.

Similarly, Harshavardhan
Sharma from Raipur won
the Badminton title.

Senior Divisional
Manager of Raipur LIC
Division Ashok Thakur fe-
licitiated Vinay Baiswade,
Harshavardhan Sharma
and Sakshi Dhanvijay for

their outstanding per-
formance in the Regional
tournament. Manager
(Personnel) N Venkatesh,
XZIIIA General Secretary
Dharmraj Mahapatra,
Joint Secretary VS
Baghel, Raipur Divisional
Insurance Employees

Union President Tirkey,
General Secretary
Surendra Sharma, Vice
President TK Mishra,
Joint Secretary Rajesh
Parate and Secretary
Gajendra Patel also con-
gratulated them for the
success.

Driver and helper flee with
goods worth 22 lakhs 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  1111:: A case of embezzle-
ment of goods worth Rs 22 lakh in
electronic equipment dispatched to
Raipur on behalf of a Maharashtra
based company has come to light.
The truck driver along with his own
accomplice allegedly stole goods
worth lakhs of rupees. The two
fled, leaving the truck in a deserted
place.  On matching the goods
loaded in the truck found in
unclaimed condition, goods worth
lakhs of rupees were found miss-
ing. On Wednesday, Kabir Nagar
police registered a crime against
the driver Rashid Khan and Khalid
on complaint of Maharashtra resi-
dent, Zakir Sah. According to Police
the value of the booked goods is
estimated to be around Rs 1.5

crore. The said goods were loaded
from Bhiwandi to Raipur in Blue
Dart Courier on 21st July. Driver
Rashid Khan and Khalid left with
consignment of the goods. The next
day, the Blue Dart courier was to
reach Hirapur in Raipur, but the car
did not reach there. The driver left
the truck with the key in an
unclaimed condition at Shiv Shakti
Dhaba, Sonni.

After around 12 hours the vehi-
cle parked in Rajnandgaon was
detected through GPS installed in
the vehicle. Truck driver and con-
ductor escaped after stealing 10
iPhone mobiles worth Rs 10 lakh, 33
laptops costing Rs 11 lakh and cam-
eras and other items from the 
cartoon.

Application for admission in BTech
Agricultural Engineering till 15th

Raipur, Aug 11: The ad-
mission process for the ac-
ademic session 2021-22 in
BTech Agricultural
Engineering and BTech
Food Technology courses
conducted in government
and private colleges under
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University is
starting from July 25.
Students can apply on the
university website till 15
August. On the basis of
merit list of PET-2022 seat

and college will be allotted
to the candidates on 23rd
August 2022. Candidates
will have to appear for the
document test from
August 24 to 27 at Swami
Vivekananda College of
Agricultural Engineering
and Technology, Raipur.
To secure the allotted pro-
visional seat, it will be
mandatory for the candi-
dates to deposit the fees
online between August 24
to 28.

Recent advancements in Urology discussed

Raipur, Aug 11:
Prominent Urologists
gathered at the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences to discuss recent
advancements in Urology,
including specialized
branches such as Uro-
Oncology, Pediatric
Urology, and Female
Urology in ‘UROCON-
2022’. Experts said that
open, laparoscopic, or ro-
botic surgery is the pre-
rogative of a surgeon.
They can employ new
technology such as robot-
ics for a better outcome.

Prof (Dr) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said
that new technological ad-
vancement in Urology is
re-shaping the outcomes.
‘Networking between dif-
ferent experts and govern-
ment institutions will help
develop specialized
branches of Urology and
result-oriented research.
Urology Department at

AIIMS-R can play a pivotal
role in it, he said.

Dr Mahesh R Desai,
Managing Trustee, and
Consultant, Nadiad called
UROCON-2022 a platform
to provide updates on
Urology. ‘Diverse topics in
the Conference will cer-
tainly help researchers
and students to gain new
insights, he added. Dr.

Desai explained Robotic
Partial Nephrectomy and
said that open, laparo-
scope or robotic surgery
depends on the surgeon’s
preference.

Dr Nikhil Vasdev from
the United Kingdom
(Online) explained Robotic
Radical Cystectomy in
post-Radiation Urinary
Bladder. ‘Robotic cystecto-
my is now widely used to
give the best results.
Evidence supports lower
blood loss and stay with
salvage Robotic
Cystectomy, he said.

Organizing Chairman
Dr Amit R. Sharma said
that UROCON-2022 cov-

ered a wide range of topics
including renal tumor, pe-
nile cancer, testicular can-
cer, bladder cancer, and fe-
male urology. A galaxy of
experts presented their
lectures on specialized top-
ics during the Conference.

Dr. Lalit Shah, Patron,
was awarded the Life Time
Achievement Award by
the Chhattisgarh
Urological Society. The
Conference was also
graced by Dr. Prashant
Bhagwat, Dr. Yogesh
Barpatre, Dr. Deepak
Biswal, Prof. (Dr.) Alok C.
Agrawal, Prof. Sarita
Agrawal, and Prof. Eli
Mohapatra.

RAKSHABANDHAN

On auspicious occasion of ‘Rakshabandhan’, the regional director of Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya Vishwavidyalaya (PBIV) Kamla Didi and other
Brahmakumari didis tied ‘Rakhi’ to CM Bhupesh Baghel at his official residence here
on Thursday and blessed him with good health, long life and lots of happiness. CM
expressed gratitude to all Brahmakumari didis for their love and respect.

CM releases a 
special cover issued
by the Postal
Department on the
50th death anniver-
sary of Minimata

Minimata Memorial
Day and Pratibha
Samman Samaroh

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, and Dr. Mahesh 
R. Desai felicitating Dr. Lalit Shah with Life Time
Achievement Award during UROCON-2022.

Organizing Chairman Dr. Amit R. Sharma addressing 
UROCON-2022 at AIIMS-R.

During UROCON-
2022 at AIIMS-R

Robotic surgery
now widely used for
better outcomes,
says expert

Dr Lalit Shah was
awarded the Life
Time Achievement
Award

Process of admis-
sion till Aug 25
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Raipur, Aug 11: As per
the data collected by the
State-level Control
Room established by
State Government’s
Revenue and Disaster
Management, an aver-
age rainfall of
743.00mm has been
recorded in
Chhattisgarh from
June 01 to present.
Based on the rainfall

recorded in different
districts of the state
from June 01 to today
i.e. August 11, Bijapur
district has recorded
the highest average
rainfall of 1774.4 mm
and Surguja the lowest
average rainfall of 279.9
mm in the state.

According to the in-
formation received
from the state-level
flood control room, the
average rainfall record-

ed in various districts
of the state since June 1
is as follows- Surajpur
380.1 mm, Balrampur
318.7 mm, Jashpur 381.9
mm, Koriya 396.7 mm,
Raipur 573.0 mm,
Balodabazar 721.1 mm,
Gariaband 842.6 mm,
726.6 mm in
Mahasamund, 912.8
mm in Dhamtari, 778.3
mm in Bilaspur, 786.6
mm in Mungeli, 644.3
mm in Raigarh, 821.7

mm in Janjgir-Champa,
525.2 mm in Korba,
627.4 mm in Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, 717.3
mm in Durg ,
Kabeerdham 711.3 mm,
Rajnandgaon 799.8 mm,
Balod 898.4 mm,
Bemetara 502.3 mm,
Bastar 1089.1 mm,
Kondagaon 855.0 mm,
Kanker 970.5 mm,
Narayanpur 860.6 mm,
Dantewada 1125.4 mm
and Sukma 782.5 mm.

Average rainfall of 743.00 mm recorded in State
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Devotees returned home visiting three shrines

Magarlod, Aug 11: In
the month of Sawan,
devotees of other vil-
lages including Kareli
Badi have returned
home after visiting
Amarnath cave, Baba
Barfani, Vaishnav Devi
in ??Jammu and
Kashmir. These devotees
were surprised to see the
sight of all three Gods in
J&K. The devotees start-
ed the journey from July
29 and returned to their
home village on 
August 8.

Nagesh Verma from

Kareli Badi infomed on
Wednesday that he & his
team visited and offered
obeisance to Shivling of
Lord Shiva in Amarnath.
He informed that in such
weather conditions
Amarnath Yatra is not
possible without the
presence of Army per-
sonnel. The formation of
Shivlinga at Amarnath

was eye awesome. From
here they all visited the
cave of Barfani Baba. He
was stunned to see all
these religious places.

The team comprised of
Gajanand Jaisindhu,
Ramkumar Vaishnav,
Balram Sahu, Puneet
Yadav, Teacher
Vishwanath Yadav and
others.

JSPL Foundation provides financial assistance to 508 girls 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur/Bhubaneswar,
Aug 11: JSPL
Foundation, the CSR
wing of Jindal Steel &
Power (JSP), supported
scholarships to 508 meri-
torious girls from weak-
er sections of the society
in Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to support
their vocational training
& higher education
under its Jindal
Swayam Sampanna
Nari (JSSN) pro-
gramme. Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson of JSPL
Foundation, inaugurat-
ed the programme and
distributed the scholar-
ship letters to the select-
ed girls in a hybrid cere-
mony held on Aug 9.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shallu Jindal said,

“Jindal Swayam
Sampann Nari is a part
of our endeavour to em-
power talented females
and young girls from dis-
advantaged back-
grounds to become self-
sufficient. Many talent-
ed girls are not able to
full fill their ambition to
develop their skills or
pursue higher education
because of financial con-
straints. I am sure that
our JSSN will be the
wind beneath their way
to fulfilling their dreams
and empower them sus-
tainably”.

Participating in the

programme, Yashasvini
Jindal, Advisory Body
Member of JSPL
Foundation expressed
her happiness for such
endeavour of JSPL
Foundation to support
girls from underprivi-
leged backgrounds to get
educated and realise
their dreams to support
their families and con-
tribute to nation build-
ing.

Under this pro-
gramme,508 girls were
selected through a selec-
tion process started in
March 2022. They will be
supported with financial

assistance towards the
course fee and other as-
sociated fees for pursu-
ing vocational train-
ingor academic courses
in professional/general
streams in the institu-
tions/colleges of their
choice. The selected stu-
dents will be supported
for their education in
various skill develop-
ment programmes like
retail trade, nursing &
ANM, beauty therapist,
tailoring, computer
hardware as well as , ac-
ademic courses and pro-
fessional courses includ-
ing Post Graduate
Programmes, MPhil,
Engineering, Medical,
ITI, Law, social work and
others in 20 institutions
across the two states.
The Foundation shall
transfer the amount di-
rectly to the institutions
in which they are study-
ing.

Delivering the wel-
come address Prashant
Kumar Hota, President

and Group Head (CSR &
Education) of JSP high-
lighted the objective and
vision of JSSN pro-
gramme. JSP’s Angul
Location Head and
Executive Director
Hridayeshwar Jha,
Executive Director and
Head of Jindal Power
Tamnar Chhavi Nath
Singh, JSP’s Barbil Unit
Head Brij Badhadra,
Vice-Chancellor with OP
Jindal University Dr RD
Patidar, JSP’s Vice
President (Liaison &
Public Relations, CSR)
Sanjeev Chauhan and
other senior officials
were present on the oc-
casion and inspired the
students. The selected
girls thanked JSPL
Foundation for the sup-
port, for which they be
able to pursue their
dream for education and
skill development. JSP’s
Head (Steel Structure
Division), Punjipathra
Nilesh Shah presented
the vote of thanks.

Two-day sports Madai concludes 

Raipur, Aug 11: On the oc-
casion of World Tribal Day
in Raipur, the colorful fi-
nale of the two-day tradi-
tional sports Madai took
place at Swami
Vivekananda Stadium,
Kota Raipur. About 700
participants from 17 dis-
tricts of the state took part
in this game Madai.

Traditional games were
performed by specially

protected tribes at Khel
Madai. Participants from
different districts partici-
pated with enthusiasm in
traditional games includ-
ing fugdi, gedi, tug of war,
matka race and other tra-
ditional games organised
at Vivekananda Stadium
Kota, Raipur.

Archery was the center
of special attraction in this
event. Youth along with
school children also partic-
ipated in the tribal festival.
This is the first time after
the formation of the state
under the able leadership
and guidance of Tribal
and Scheduled Castes

Development Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
when such a massive event
of specially protected
tribes’ traditional sports
Madai, was organised at
the state level.

Organised by the Tribal
and Scheduled Castes
Development Department,
this sports competition in-
cludes the traditional
games played by various
tribal communities like
archery, slingshot, matka
race, gilli danda, gedi race,
bhaura, fugadi, billa,
pithul and other events.
Traditionally played
sports competitions were
organised for boys and
girls under the age group
of 14 years to 18 years and
above 18 years (female and
male) under open competi-
tion.

It is noteworthy that at
the district level, sports
competition was organised
in the districts from July
22 to 28 by inviting entry
from all the development
blocks falling under pro-
tected tribal community.

School girls tie Rakhi to policemen

Kondagaon, Aug 11: On
occasion of
Rakshabandhan, which is
a symbol of the unwaver-
ing love of brothers and
sisters, the girls and
teachers of different
schools of Kondagaon
city tied rakhi to the po-
licemen and officers of
Police Station Kotwali.
During this SP Dibyang
Patel along with other
Police officers and jawans
of Police Station Kotwali
were present. When all
the staff were tied with
raksha sutra, the young
police officers and jawans
gave gifts to the children.
During this time, the chil-
dren also expressed their
happiness by tying rakhi
to the police officers and
jawans and expressed
their gratitude to the

Kondagaon Police for or-
ganizing such a ceremony.

After that, the school
girls and teachers visited
the police station Kotwali
and saw the work going
on in the police station.
The children saw the
daily activities of the po-
lice station and came to
know the routine of the

policemen. During this,
Additional SP Rahul Dev
Sharma, SDOP Nimitesh
Singh, Reserve Inspector
Manish Rajput, Inspector
Bhimsen Yadav, other po-
lice officers and jawans
and girls and teachers of
various schools of
Kondagaon city were
present.

Sketching, painting competitions mark Tribal’s Day

Raipur, Aug 11: World
Tribal Day is celebrated
around the World each
year on Aug 9. It is ob-
served to promote and
protect the rights of the
World’s Indigenous
Population. To celebrate
and commemorate the oc-
casion of World Tribal
Day The Legal Social
Services Committee
under the able guidance of
Vice Chancellor, HNLU

Prof. Dr. V.C.
Vivekanandan and the
Registrar, HNLU, Dr. Uday
Shankar organised a
Sketching/Painting and
Essay writing
Competition. This was a
small step towards
spreading knowledge
about the tribals and their
contribution to various
social, political aspects,
scientific development
and to their contribution
towards  society through
their traditional knowl-

edge and art of preserv-
ing indigenous ancient
knowledge.

This year the
International Day of the
World’s Indigenous
Peoples worked towards
fulfilling the words of
Vice President of India M.
Venkaiah Naidu, who said
the “Younger generation
should be acquainted
with our History, Culture
& Heritage”, The students
of HNLU, Nava Raipur
contributed their best to
make the programme a
grand success by partici-
pating wholesomely in the
programme organised by
the Legal Social Services
Committee of HNLU.

The Legal Social
Services Committee be-
lieves that ‘A small step to-
wards something big is
the biggest step 
towards it’.

AICTE sponsored
FDP continue

Bilaspur, Aug 11: All the
participants of the
Faculty Development
Program (FDP) on the
modern trends in
Physical Education and
sports organized by the
Department of Physical
Education, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh), were made
to practice Zumba and aer-
obics by Dr. Shalini
Menon, Assistant
Professor Department, in
the morning session, the
first session on Aug 9 of
the program in the premis-
es of the University HRDC
Center.

Thereafter, for the next
two sessions, Dr. Gaurav
Pant from Bharatiya
Vidyapeeth, Pune, was the
subject matter expert who

delivered his lectures on
the historical development
of yoga. Ram Pal Singh, a
participant, welcomed and
briefed about the subject
expert. Dr. Gaurav Pant, in
his lecture, provided de-
tailed information about
the historical development
of Yoga. After that, Dr.
Pant provided detailed in-
formation about the use-
fulness of modern trends
in physical education in
today’s perspective.

In the end, Ram Pal
Singh thanked Dr. Gaurav
Pant. After lunch, an ex-
amination was conducted
for the participants, at
which the question paper
decided by the subject ex-
perts who had lectured till
now was easily solved by
the participants.

Covid-19 vaccination: Special campaign
from Aug 15 to administer booster dose

Raipur, Aug 11: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Steering Committee consti-
tuted for monitoring of
Covid-19 vaccination was
held at Mantralaya under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain on
Wednesday. In the meeting,
the Chief Secretary in-
formed the members of the
committee that during the
period from August 15 to
September 15, special cam-
paign should be carried out
by conducting a special
camp to apply Covid vacci-
nation and booster dose.
He has directed to ensure
vaccination of all govern-
ment employees and their
relatives, beneficiaries of
departmental schemes and
other citizens through this
campaign. Jain has also di-
rected to organize vaccina-
tion camps in five big of-

fices located in the divi-
sional headquarters dur-
ing the period from August
11 to August 14. Similarly,
after August 15, vaccina-
tion camps will be organ-
ised in five big office cam-
puses of block level from
August 19 to 21. In the
meeting, Principal
Secretary, Health
Department, Mrs
Maninder Kaur Dwivedi
informed that on the occa-
sion of 75th anniversary of
independence, booster
doses of Covid-19 will be
given free of cost during
the period from  August
15th to  September 15th
under Amrit Mahotsav. So
far, about two crore 22 lakh
76 thousand 912 people have
been given first dose, one

crore 96 lakh 79 thousand
341 have been given second
dose and 38 lakh one thou-
sand 813 people have been
given booster dose. In the
meeting, state level officials
of Panchayat and Rural
Development, Urban
Development, Revenue,
Women and Child
Development, School
Education, Tribal
Development, Home
Department, Labour
Department gave detailed
information about the strat-
egy-action plan of their de-
partment for Covid vaccina-
tion. In this meeting organ-
ised through video confer-
encing, officers of
Secretary level and Director
of the concerned depart-
ments participated.

Dy Secy to Guv took meeting of
officials for I-Day preparations

Raipur, Aug 11: As per
the instructions of the
Secretary to the Governor,
Mr. Amrit Khalkho,
Deputy Secretary Deepak
Kumar Agrawal took a
meeting of various depart-
mental officers in the con-
text of preparations for
the program to be organ-
ized on the occasion of
Independence Day at the
conference hall of Raj
Bhavan.

He said that on the occa-
sion of the national festi-
val, a reception would be
organised at Raj Bhavan
along with hoisting of the
flag in the evening. He said
that the officers of the con-

cerned department should
discharge their responsi-
bilities cautiously and
make the program suc-
cessful. It was decided in
the meeting that arrange-
ments for the arrival and
entry of the guests during
the reception would be
done jointly by the
Superintendent of Police
and the Chief Security
Officer, Raj Bhavan.

The distribution of invi-
tation letters for the func-
tion will be arranged by

Collector Raipur.
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation was given the
responsibility of cleaning
the Raj Bhavan premises
and roads, arranging col-
orful flags. Horticulture
Department was given the
responsibility of cleaning
the ornamental plants and
lawns. Also, the Covid pro-
tocol will be compulsorily
followed during the pro-
gram. Law and order and
security and traffic
arrangements will be done

by the Collector and the
Superintendent of Police
during the function.

On this occasion
Collector Raipur Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, Municipal
Commissioner Mr.
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Additional SP and officers
of various departments in-
cluding  Kirtan Rathore,
Controller Harvansh Miri,
Chief Security Officer,
Gyanendra Awasthi were
present.

Amarnath, Baba
Barfani and
Vaishnav Devi

Under its Jindal
Swayam Sampanna
Nari prog

700 participants
from 17 districts
participated in the
state level event

Free booster dose
will be given till
Sept 15th

Instructions given
to the officers 
of the concerned
department

Various administrative
changes in CU

Bilaspur, Aug 11:
Dr. Vikas Kumar
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, CSIT
Department, has
been appointed
Coordinator for the
Academic Section till
further orders along
with his current re-
sponsibilities for the
smooth functioning
of various adminis-
trative arrangements
of the Academic
Section of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University, Bilaspur.

For the smooth op-
eration of various ad-
ministrative arrange-
ments of the Store
Section, Rochak
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, Civil Engg.
has been appointed as
Coordinator for the
Store Section in place
of Dr. Vikas Kumar
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, CSIT till
further orders, along
with his present re-
sponsibilities.

p At HNLU

p At Thana Kotwali

Kondagaon, Aug 11: On
third day of ‘Azadi Gaurav
Yatra’ by Congress for
completing 75 kms
‘Padyatra’ under the 75th
Anniversary of

Independence, Bade
Kanara welcomed its MLA
Mohan Markam and
Azadi Gaurav Yatra dele-
gates. On way to the place,
MLA was tied Rakhi by
sisters at different places
in large number.

It is notable here that

Congress through Azadi
Gaurav Yatra is reaching
out to villages and citing
about the sacrifices of rev-
olutionary leaders who
were martyred in the
country’s freedom strug-
gle. On the third day of ar-
rival, a huge crowd of

mothers and sisters and
villagers were present.
During this time, MLA
Mohan Markam gave a pa-
tient hearingi to the prob-
lems and demands of the
villagers.

A total of 52 kilometers
has been covered in last

three days of this Yatra so
far. DCC District President
Jhumuk Dewan, BCC
President Bharat
Devangan, DCC (urban)
President Tarun Golcha
Shakambhari, Board
Member Anurag Patel,
Mandal Presidents, Bridge
Sodhi, Jeevan Nag, Sanjay
Karan, Nandu Dewan,
Yogendra Rathore MP’s
rep duo Dashrath Netam,
Kailash Poyam, MLA’s rep
Budhram Netam, Mahila
Congress President
Tabassum Bano along
with district members,
panch, sarpanch and peo-
ple’s representative,
Congress office bearers
along with the residents of
the area were present.

Sisters tie Rakhi to PCC Chief
On way to
Badekanera under
‘Azadi Gaurav
Padyatra’

On the third day of
Azadi Gaurav
Padayatra, thou-
sands of sisters tied
rakhi bands in the
hands of their MLA
Mohan Markam in
Badeknera. 
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Jagdalpur, Aug 11: 

The programme of
World Tribal Day organ-
ized at the official resi-
dence of CM Bhupesh
Baghel in Raipur was
broadcast in virtual man-
ner at the Town Hall of
Jagdalpur. In the pro-
gramme organized at
Pandit Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Auditorium on
Aug 9, Minister in-charge
Kawasi Lakhma,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain,
Municipal Corporation
Chairperson Kavita Sahu
were welcomed by tying a
traditional turban.

On this occasion,
Minister in charge Kawasi
Lakhma gave individual
forest rights certificates to
400 beneficiaries, 8 com-
munity forest resource
rights letters, 1308 forest
rights holders, granted ad-

ministrative approval of
Rs 11.6 cr for goat shed,
chicken shed, cattle shed,
land improvement, well,
dubri construction work
to tribal farmers. On this
occasion, he provided trac-
tor and trolley to Belputi
farmer Karthik Kashyap
under the scheme run by
Antyavasayee Cooperative
Development Society.
Along with this, Sameer
Kashyap, a student of

Eklavya Vidyalaya located
in Karpawand was felici-
tated for securing 90.5 per-
cent marks in class X.

During this, Minister-in-
Charge Kawasi Lakhma
said that the Chhattisgarh
government has declared
a holiday on the occasion
of World Tribal Day, in
keeping with the tribal
culture here, due to which
the enthusiasm of this fes-
tival has increased mani-

fold. Amidst heavy rains
in Bastar, all the tribals
are celebrating this festi-
val with great enthusiasm.
Congratulating and wish-
ing the World Tribal Day,
he said that due to the poli-
cies of the Chhattisgarh
government, along with
the preservation of the
culture of the tribals,
there has been rapid devel-
opment in the field of eco-
nomic, educational and
health, due to which the
happiness of the tribal
community has increased
manifold.

Collector Chandan
Kumar, SSP Jitendra
Singh Meena, DFO Sahu,
Director of Kanger Valley
National Park Dhamsheel
Ganveer, officers-employ-
ees of Tribal Development
Department and a large
number of tribal people
were present on this occa-
sion.

Materials distributed to 
beneficiary on Tribal's Day

In the programme oragnised at Town Hall with live telecast of CM's prog

Jagdalpur, Aug 11: The
members of Chhattisgarh
Karamchari Adhikari
Federation (CKAF) have
made full preparations for
entering into indefinite
strike from August 22 de-
manding 34 percent DA
and HRA in the seventh
pay scale from the due
date similar to that of the
Central government em-
ployees. Federation office
bearers said that the staff
officers of states like
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh
are getting 34 percent DA,
but in Chhattisgarh, staff
officers are getting only
22%  DA and HRA is also
being received in the 6th
pay-scale. If the above de-
mands of the officers and
employees of CKAF mem-
bers is not fulfilled, then
the government should be
prepared to face the prob-
lems of their entering into
indefinite strike from Aug
22, they added.

Divisional in-charge of
CAKF Kailash Chauhan,

Divisional Convenor
Gajendra Srivastava and
District Convenor RD
Tiwari issued a joint state-
ment, saying that after a
one-day strike on June 29
for the demand of hiked
DA and HRA, a five-day
strike was done from July
25 to 29. Even after this,

the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is continuously ig-
noring their legitimate de-
mands. At the same time,
an order has been given to
provide 4% DA to the cen-
tral employees from July
01, 2022.

On this basis, the DA of
the state employees is less-

er by 16% from the central
employees. Due to which
the limit of patience has
been exhausted among the
employees of the state and
now they have been com-
pelled to go on indefinite
strike from August 22, if
their demands are not ful-
filled well on time.

Federation issues ultimatum till Aug 22
 To fulfill their just

demands

Dongargaon, Aug 11:

Investigations against
the Sarpanch and 'sachiv'
of Gram Samablpur has
been done in many cases.
It is notable here that the
'Panchs' and villagers of
Gram Sambalpur have
lodged complaint in
'Jandarshan' programme
last on Tuesday about
massive irregularities by
the Sarpanch and 'Sachiv'
of Samabalpur and filed
written complaint as well.

After this the Janpad
Dongargaon team noted
down statements of the
Sarpanch and the 'Panchs'
and report in this case has
been sent to the Collector
Rajnandgaon. 'Sabhapati'
Samabalpur - Tilak Sahu
and other Panchs in-
formed that both the
Sarpanch and 'Sachiv'
have done massive irregu-

larities in the official work
and due to which the vil-
lagers are facing massive
problems in receiving the

labour payment. At the
same time the CEO
Janpad Panchayat
Dongargaon is not having

any concrete information
in this regard. On taking
information about the
case, he informed that in-
vestigation has been done
on five-points and he does
not have much of infor-
mation. At the same time,
he claimed that he is not
having any information
about the action taken ei-
ther. This particular atti-
tude of CEO Janpad
Panchayat Dongargaon is
raising many eyebrows.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the investi-
gation team reached
Gram Panchayat
Sambalpur on Aug 3 and
in this on behalf of the
Janpad Panchayat
Heeralal Sende, Kundan
Mandavi and Heera
Netam were present. They
noted down statements by
the Sarpanch and the
'sachiv'.

Janpad Dongargaon team submits memo to Collector
On alleged irregularities by Sarpanch and 'sachiv' of Gram Samabalpur

Nandini-Ahiwara, Aug 11:
On the last Monday of the
holy month of Sawan, a
grand huge Kanwar Yatra
was taken out by Shri
Rukkadnath Bolbam
Committee Ahiwara, in
which Shiva devotees took
out a grand yatra.

More than three thou-
sand Shiva devotees
reached Triveni Sangam
Sagani, after which all the
devotees took a bath in the
Triveni Sangam River,
after that the yatra was
started by filling water in
Kanwar and chanting

mantras. In the said yatra,
the yatra proceeded to
Ahivara and Jalabhishek
was performed on the
Shiva temple of Ayyappa
temple. For the first time
in Ahiwara, the special at-
traction hivarambh Dhol
Tasha Pathak', who came
from Nagpur
(Maharashtra), showed
their feat, to see which a
huge crowd of people had
thronged.Natwar Lal
Tamrakar, the convener of
the said program and the
office bearers of the com-
mittee were present.

Three thousand devotees’
perform Jalabhishek 

KKoorrbbaa,,  AAuugg  1111::  

Mayor Rajkishore Prasad
inaugurated the newly built
community forum in Adivasi
Shaktipeeth located near
Budhwari Maharana Pratap
Chowk. On this occasion,
District Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar, Chairman
Shyamsunder Soni, MIC mem-
ber Santosh Rathore, Councilor
Shailendra Singh Pappi etc.
were especially present.  On
this occasion, Mayor Mr. Prasad
said that on the special recom-
mendation of Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agarwal, community

forum has been constructed
here, with the construction of
this platform; more facilities
will be available for various
social and cultural programs
organized here.  Various cultur-
al and social programs were
organized in Tribal Shaktipeeth
on the occasion of World Tribal
Day, blood donation camp was
also organized on this occasion,
youth and other citizens of the
society donated blood. Mayor
Mr. Rajkishore Prasad, District
Panchayat President Mrs.
Shivkala Kanwar, Chairman Mr.
Shyamsundar Soni honored the
participants.

Mayor inaugurates community
forum in tribal Shaktipeeth

Jagdalpur, Aug 11: 

A rally was taken out by
the members of Sarva
Adivasi Samaj (SAS) on
occasion of World Tribal
Day on Tuesday after of-
fering prayers to the
Ishtadev at Dharampura
PG College Chowk. The
rally turned into a meet-
ing after reaching Lalbagh
Maidan, passing through
the main thoroughfares in
city. Addressing the gath-
ering on this occasion, the
heads of the society said
that on this day, Tribal Day

is celebrated all over the
world. He said that preser-
vation of tribal traditions
is an important responsi-
bility of the new genera-
tion. We have to move for-
ward with development. It
is just by saying that 'Ek
teer-Ek Caman, Sabhi
Adivasi Ek Saman' it
would lead to social. We
have to move forward with
social, cultural and eco-
nomic development, only
then tribal society can get
the desired position in the
world. During this, MLAs
Rekhchandra Jain,

Prakash Thakur, Jagdish
Chandra Maurya, Navneet
Chand, Maniram
Kashyap, Ratan Kashyap,
Puran Singh Kashyap,
Santu Maurya, Ganga
Nag, Balram Maurya,
Basant Kashyap,
Lokeshwar Kashyap,
Sharda Kashyap, writing
lyrics, Ban Singh Maurya,
Somaru Baghel,
Roopchand Nag, Samu
Maurya, Pus Kumar
Kashyap, Abhay Kumar,
Baldev Maurya, Maya
Nag, Mandar Nag, Anil
Nag etc. were present.

SAS members take out
rally to mark Tribal's day

Koriya, Aug 11: 

Under the guidance of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, women of self-
help groups in the district
are preparing the tricolor
flag with great enthusi-
asm, as part of the 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence celebrations.
President of Adarsh Hind
Mahila Self Help Group,
Patna of development
block Baikunthpur, said
that the flags made by us

would be hoisted from
house to house and so far
the group has made 300
flags. She said that with
the help of the district ad-
ministration, tricolor
cloth stitching to printing
Ashok Chakra in flags, are
being done by the group
and the finished flags are
being packaged and sold
in the stalls set up in the
Collectorate. So far 6 thou-
sand flags have been pre-
pared by the women of 5
Self Help Groups of the

district, in which Korea
Self Help Group of
Janakpur in Bharatpur
Block has 4 thousand,
Women Savings Self Help
Group of Chavghada in
M a n e n d r a g a r h
Development Block one
thousand, of Baikunthpur
Development Block. 300
flags have been prepared
by Chhindiya Self Help
Group, 300 by Adarsh Self
Help Group of Patna and
400 by Roshni Self Help
Group.

Women SHG preparing tricolor on large scale
Under 'Humar Tiranga Campaign'

Konta, Aug 11: The tribal
region of Chhattisgarh is
facing an all-round attack
of water-borne diseases
these days and there is
panic among the people.
Two years back Corona
has taken away thousands
of lives and in the  mean-
while, people are reaching
the hospital one by one
with symptoms of
Dengue. The entry of
Swine flu has made people
spend sleepless nights and
it is worth noting that
Malaria is continuing to
wreak havoc in the tribal
dominated areas amid the
mosquito eradication
'malaria free campaign',

wherein crore has already
being spent!  

In view of this the tall
claims of the government
are proving to be hollow.
Sources informed that
more than 10,700 patients
have been identified with
Malaria in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The highest
malaria affected district in
the state is Dantewada,
where 3449 patients have
been found and 2696 in
Bijapur, and 957 patients
have been identified in
Sukma district.

Brings into open tall
claims of govt:

Officials say that people
are being made aware to

prevent the spread of
Malaria. Treatment of
Malaria affected patients
is going on. For treatment
and identification, there is
a system from the primary
health center to every
ward, gram panchayat
across the state. With
timely detection and treat-
ment, patients recover
faster. Malaria mosqui-
toes originate from gather-
ing of stale water and one
should not allow dirty
water to stagnate around
one's premises. The offi-
cials are only giving assur-
ances but the ground reali-
ty is telling a different
story.

The outbreak of malar-
ia in Sukma district has
exposed the government's
tall claims and about its
'Malaria Free Campaign'.
In such a situation, the
question arises whether
the campaign was con-
ducted in the ward or just
in files spending crores?
So now the most pertinent
of all the questions as to
why people are suffering
from malaria, even when
the campaign was
launched and succeeded?
The urban body is spend-
ing crores of rupees every
year in cleaning the
drains, yet malaria is
spreading.

Outbreak of malaria and dengue continues in state

MMaaggaarrlloodd,,  AAuugg  1111::  

The Sarpanch and Panchs of
Kareli badi have rallied in the
Jandarshan to cancel the trans-
fer of the Secretary and urged
the Collector to keep his post-
ing intact and cancel the order
issued. Gram Panchayat Kareli
Badi's representative
Sarpanch, Secretary, after
reaching Collector Jandarshan
on Monday made request to
the Collector in this regard.
They informed that the
Secretary of Gram Panchayat
Kareli Badi has been trans-
ferred to Navagaon
(Dhaurabhatha) without any
complaint and in his place
Birjhuli has been given a new
posting.  

Sarpanch Domar Singh
Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch Padum
Sahu, Daneshwar Sinha,
Birchand Sahu informed that
the secretaries come regularly
and perform the government
work and everyone is satisfied
with their work. The public rep-
resentatives and the villagers
do not want to do the duty of

those who do better work else-
where.  This transfer order was
issued on July 26. After this,
the public representatives are
unhappy with this attitude of
the government. After reaching
the Collector's office, they
urged to cancel the order and
demanded posting of ex-
Secretary of in Kareli Badi
Panchayat. Panch Jiteshwar
Sahu, Ishwari Sahu, Indra Bai
Sahu, Parvati Sahu, Poornima
Sahu, Parvati Nishad, Pinky
Rao, Hemlata Sinha, Maneka
Sarathi said that the secretary
should not be transferred,
Panchayat works better, every
record of them is correct.  Due
to the presence of the secre-
tary, the beneficiaries do not
have to wander here and there.
The Secretary has been giving
duty in the office time regard-
ing the problems of gover-
nance and general public by
being regular in the gram pan-
chayat, everyone is satisfied
with his work.  They also
remain happy. The delegation
urged the District Collector to
cancel the transfer order.

Villagers urge to cancel
the transfer order 

Of the Secretary of Karelibadi; delegation meets Collector

Kharora, Aug 11: 

Villagers and stu-
dents of Askiya School
of village Mohrenga of
Kharora Tehsil took to
block Tilda-Arang
main road protesting
against the renaming
of Moherenga School.
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has re-
named the Moherenga
School after the name
of late Mandaldas
Gilhare, which accord-
ing to the villagers is

unfair.
The villagers say

that the said Congress
leader has not made
any contribution in the
school of their village,
nor has he made any
significant contribu-
tion in the field of edu-
cation or in the social
sector.

The villagers say
that on the demand of
MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma, the CM made
the announcement, but
it should be taken

back, otherwise the
demonstration of the
villagers with the
school students will
continue for a long
time.

The demonstration
though has resulted in
a long jam on both
sides of the road.Police
SDOP Udayan Baihar
SDM Ajay Tandon
Tehsildar Krishna
Kumar Sahu are sta-
tioned at the protest
site. Apart from
women, a large number

of schoolgirls and
rural people are also
present in the protest.

Sarpanch Sarju
Sahu alleged that the
regional MLA Anita
Sharma met the Jan
Sabha of Kharora to
re-name the
Government High
School without
Panchayat proposal.
Meanwhile, the admin-
istration and com-
muters looked helpless
and troubled stuck in
long jams.

Villagers protest against renaming of Mohrenga School

PRECUATIONARY MEASURES

Women wearing masks visit a market, in New Delhi, Thursday.

CLOSE BOND

New Delhi: Congress leaders and siblings Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
posted a montage of pictures on Raksha Bandhan revealing their close bond right
from their growing up years to their political present as Congress leaders. 
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BRIEF

Mishap
Pratapgarh: Two
men were killed when
their bike hit an elec-
tric pole near Sukhpal
Nagar turn of Nagar
Kotwali police station
area here, police said
on Thursday. Circle
Officer (City) Abhay
Pandey said that
Jaswir, 25, who was
riding the bike, died
on the spot, while the
other, Manoj, 30, suc-
cumbed to injuries in
hospital.

Burst
Panaji: A tyre of a
Dornier aircraft of
the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) burst
during routine tests
on a runway at the
Dabolim airport in
Goa on Friday, a sen-
ior official said. The
incident, which took
place in the after-
noon, delayed several
flights operating from
the airport, airport
sources said.

Bail
Mumbai: The
Bombay High Court
on Thursday granted
bail to Vipul Chitalia,
former vice-president
of Mehul Choksi-pro-
moted Gitanjali
Group, more than
four years after he
was arrested in the
multi-crore rupees
Punjab National
Bank (PNB) scam.
The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
arrested Chitalia in
March 2018 alleging
that he was responsi-
ble for handling unau-
thorised Letters of
Undertaking (LoUs)
and foreign Letters of
Credit (FLCs) and
maintaining 
contact with the bank
officials.

Defeated
Shimla: A no-confi-
dence motion moved
by the Congress and
the CPI-M against the
Jai Ram Thakur gov-
ernment in Himachal
Pradesh was defeated
by voice vote in the
state Assembly on
Thursday. The voting
took place at 4.50 pm
after the opposition
legislators walked out
from the House dur-
ing the chief minis-
ter’s reply at 3.52 pm.

Watery grave
Banda: At least four
people drowned and
several others went
missing on Thursday
when a boat capsized
in the Yamuna in
Banda district’s
Marka area, police
said. The incident
took place when the
boat was going from
Marka to Jarauli
Ghat in Fatehpur dis-
trict, they said.
Superintendent of
Police Abhinandan
said the boat was car-
rying 30-35 people.

Road blockade
Indore: Angry over
not being allowed to
tie rakhis to their
brothers lodged in
the Central Jail
here, a group of
women briefly
staged a road block-
ade in front of the
prison in protest on
Thursday.
Eyewitnesses said a
large number of
women gathered out-
side the Central Jail
to tie rakhis to their
incarcerated broth-
ers on the occasion
of Raksha Bandhan.
However, when the
prison authorities
denied them permis-
sion to enter the
building, the women
got annoyed and
blocked traffic on
the road in front of
the jail, they said.

Patna, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav on Thursday assert-
ed that his newly formed
government will deliver
on the promise of provid-
ing 10 lakh jobs that he
had made while spear-
heading the RJD’s cam-
paign during the assembly
elections in 2020.

Yadav claimed that his
boss Nitish Kumar, with
whom he took oath the day
before, has issued instruc-
tions to the officials con-
cerned to accord top prior-
ity to job creation.

JD(U) leader Kumar
took oath as Bihar Chief
Minister for the eighth
time on Wednesday. The
development took place a
day after Kumar snapped
ties with the BJP-led NDA
and joined hands with the
RJD and other Opposition
parties, including the
Congress, to form a
Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment. There are so

many vacant posts in gov-
ernment departments. We
will begin by filling these
up. Just for the time till we
become fully functional
after proving a majority
on the floor of the assem-
bly , Yadav told NDTV
news channel.

It was not just a promise
but an acknowledgement
of the crying need for em-
ployment generation in
Bihar, the deputy chief
minister said. We cannot
think of going back on it
since people had showered
their blessings in the elec-
tions in which the RJD-led

alliance polled only about
12,000 votes less, across all
243 assembly seats than
the NDA , he recalled.

The RJD heir apparent
also blamed the BJP for
the negative perception
about his party which is
often accused of the use of
muscle power, resulting in
bad law and order.

The problem is we do
not know how to do public-
ity for ourselves. The BJP,
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is adept at
publicity. But the people
will see through their alle-
gations once they get to
see the performance of
our government , said
Yadav. Agreeing with the
contention of the JD(U)
that the BJP was trying to
split it despite being an al-
liance partner, the RJD
leader said Nitish Kumar
ji was under so much pres-
sure ..they (BJP) were try-
ing to do in Bihar what
they have done in all
states. Intimidate or lure
with money .

‘We will deliver on the
promise of job creation’

Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 

218 kg of ganja
seized in Nagpur 

JJaaiippuurr:: The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence seized
218 kg of ganja from a truck in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur on a tip-
off provided by the Rajasthan
Police, an official said here on
Thursday. The seized narcotics
valued about Rs 40 lakh in the
market, he said.

The consignment was being
taken to Rajasthan from
Visakhapatnam, Additional
Director General of Police
(Crime) Ravi Prakash Mehra
said. 

He said they received intelli-
gence inputs about the smug-
gling of ganja from
Visakhapatnam to Ajmer dis-
trict of Rajasthan on August 8.

Two youths were sent by
smuggler Shivraj Mahavar of
Nagaur district in Rajasthan to
Visakhapatnam to take the
delivery of the consignment.
Both youths were returning via
Nagpur’s Kardha area when the
consignment was seized.

Earlier, a police team
reached the Pushkar area of
??Ajmer and apprehended one
of Shivraj’s accomplices there
and enquired about it. He told
them about the arrival of the
consignment. The DRI was
informed about the consign-
ment, which was traced near
the Kardha toll booth.

Bolpur (WB), Aug 11 (PTI):
Senior Trinamool
Congress leader Anubrata
Mondal was Thursday ar-
rested by the CBI from his
residence here in connec-
tion with a cattle smug-
gling case, after twice skip-
ping his scheduled appear-
ance before the central
probe agency in three
days, an official said.

The CBI served a notice
to Mondal under Section
41 of CrPC before arrest-
ing him for allegedly not
cooperating in its probe
into the scam, he said.

Earlier in the day, a CBI
team comprising at least
eight officers along with

personnel of central forces
reached the Birbhum dis-
trict president’s residence
around 10 am, and con-
ducted a search operation,
as part of the investiga-
tion. Mondal was grilled
in a room on the second

floor of his residence for
almost an hour, the official
said. “We have arrested
him for non-cooperation
in the investigation into
the cattle smuggling case.
We have found Mr
Mondal’s direct involve-

ment in the scam. We will
question him today and
take necessary action as
per law,” he told PTI.
Mondal had skipped his
scheduled appearance on
Monday and Wednesday,
citing ill-health. The offi-
cial said the CBI would
also question the doctor of
a Bolpur hospital who had
prescribed Mondal bed
rest for 14 days. Sleuths of
the probe agency are con-
ducting raids at residences
of several close associates
of the TMC leader as well,
the official added.
Mondal’s arrest comes
close on the heels of the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) apprehending now-
suspended TMC leader
and former Bengal minis-
ter Partha Chatterjee in a
school jobs scam.

CATTLE SMUGGLING CASE

TMC’s Anubrata Mondal arrested

Trinamool Congress leader Anubrata Mandal after his 
arrest by the CBI in connection with a cattle smuggling case,
at Bolpur in Birbhum district of West Bengal, Thursday.

 CBI raids 
underway at close
aides’ residences

Ranchi, Aug 11 (PTI):

In a veiled attack on the
BJP, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday claimed
that attempts to topple the
Jharkhand government
boomeranged and resulted
in the loss of government
in Bihar. The Congress
leader’s statement came a
day after Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
dumped the BJP and
joined hands with the RJD-
led Mahagathbandhan’
(Grand Alliance) to form a
new government in
Jharkhand. I heard that at-
tempts were made to top-
ple the Jharkhand govern-
ment. In the terminology
of cricket, they bowled a
bouncer but Jharkhand

played a hook shot and
they lost their government
in Bihar, Baghel said here.

There were allegations
in recent times that the
BJP is trying to overthrow
the JMM-led government
in Jharkhand. The
Chhattisgarh CM said,
Earlier, ED and CBI used to

visit Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh. They would
now also visit Bihar.

Addressing a gathering
on the concluding pro-
gramme of the two-day
Jharkhand Tribal Festival
here, Baghel alleged that
the Centre is trying to
snatch the rights of tribal
and rural people. The
rights given under Forest
Rights Act are being
stopped. The power of
Gram Sabha is being re-
stricted. For the develop-
ment of forest dwellers,
schools, roads, Anganwadi
centres and ponds are
needed but they are not
being set up, he said.

The Congress leader
said people have to be
aware of their rights and
fight for them.

‘BJP bowled bouncer’ to
J’khand, lost govt in Bihar’

Bhupesh Baghel 

Bengaluru, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) here have identified
a way to estimate ancient
seawater temperature by
probing tiny bones in the
ears of fish.

Oceans cover three
quarters of the Earth’s
surface and host many re-
markable life forms. Earth
scientists have been at-
tempting to reconstruct
the seawater temperature
over time, but it is not easy
to do so.

“When you go back in
time, you don’t have any
fossilised seawater, ex-
plains Ramananda
Chakrabarti, Associate
Professor at the Centre for
Earth Sciences (CEaS),

IISc, and corresponding
author of the study pub-
lished in ‘Chemical
Geology’, in a press re-
lease issued by IISc on
Wednesday.

Therefore, he and his
PhD student, Surajit
Mondal, in collaboration
with Prosenjit Ghosh,
Professor at CEaS, turned
to ‘otoliths’ tiny bones
found in the inner ear of
fish.

Like corals, otoliths are
made of calcium carbon-
ate and grow throughout a
fish’s lifetime by accumu-
lating minerals from sea-
water. Similar to tree
rings, these otoliths also
hold clues to the fish’s age,
migration patterns, and
the type of water that the
fish lived in.

For several years,
Chakrabarti and his team
have been tracking calci-
um carbonate deposits
found in tiny animals like
corals or foraminifera.

In the current study,
they chose otoliths as sci-
entists have discovered
fossilised otolith samples
dating as far back as the
Jurassic period (172 mil-
lion years ago).

The researchers used
six present-day otolith
samples collected from dif-
ferent geographical loca-
tions along the east coast
of North America.

They analysed the ratio
of different calcium iso-
topes in these otoliths with
a Thermal Ionisation
Mass Spectrometer
(TIMS).

Indian researchers use fish ear bones
to estimate seawater temperature

Surat, Aug 11: 

Efforts made with the
right intention always
yield the results. The dra-
matic transformation of
Udhna railway station in
Surat by noted entrepre-
neur and environmental
crusader Greenman Viral
Desai is a perfect example
of this adage.

The transformation has
been recognised by the
India Book of Records,
which has named the
Udhna railway station as a
green railway station for
ecosystem restoration and
climate action.

The record for a Green
Railway Station for
Ecosystem Restoration &
Climate Action was set by
Greenman Viral Desai in
partnership with Indian
Railways at the Udhna
Railway Station, Surat, the
prestigious India Book of

Records said in its record
citation. India Book of
Records handed over the
record certificate to Viral
Desai and railway officials
in Surat recently.

A place in India Book of
Records officially recog-
nises Udhna railway sta-
tion as the first green rail-
way station in the world.

We are thrilled to find a
place in the India Book of
Records. But, more impor-
tantly, we are happy that
we have been able to
demonstrate that where
there is a will, there is a
way. We have been able to
transform Udhna railway
station in just over three
years, and are thankful to
the Indian railways for
their faith in us. We are
also thankful to our volun-

teers for their untiring ef-
forts and dedication in
achieving this transforma-
tion. The record truly be-
longs to them, Viral Desai
said.

The record for ecosys-
tem restoration and cli-
mate action comes at a
time when the challenge of
climate change is worsen-
ing by the day and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has been urging other
world leaders to step up
global efforts to mitigate
the impact of climate
change.

Hearts At Work
Foundation, the NGO run
by Viral Desai, had adopt-
ed the Udhna railway sta-
tion in 2019. In just three
years, the foundation has
managed to transform the
railway station into a
green railway station
through a series of envi-
ronmental initiatives.

Udhna station finds place in India Book of Records 
 As a green 

railway station 

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):

Bestselling children’s
author Sudha Murty
brings alive the fragrance
of the flowering mango
tree as she pays tribute to
the king of fruits in her
new chapter book, “How
the Mango got its Magic”.

The book, illustrated by
Priyanka Pachpande, is
part of the Penguin
Random House India’s
(PRHI) ‘Puffin’ chapter
book series. It is currently
available for sale across of-
fline and online stores.

“All of us like mangoes
which come in summer.
It’s our national fruit!
Every state has its own
variation. The size may be
similar, but the taste is fan-
tastic... I often wondered

how the summer mango
got its sweetness and I
wove this story for
younger children hoping
they enjoy it as much as
they enjoy the magical
mangoes,” said Murty.

Her previous books in
the chapter book series in-
clude “How the Sea be-
came Salty”, “How the
Onion Got its Layers” and
“How the Earth Got its
Beauty”.

The hearty tale is a
story of a village where
mangoes were ornamental
fruits — more sour than
sweet — and how the ar-
rival of a guest and later a
girl, who got free from a
curse after being caught
stealing mangoes, resulted
in the fruit turning deli-
ciously sweet.

It is dotted with captivat-
ing and charming illustra-
tions by Pachpande.

“The starting point for
this book was the
Mangoes! One of the most
loved fruits with many
memories associated with
it for many people — from
picking the fruit, the fra-
grance of the flowering
mango tree, the different
varieties of Mango and
the different ways of eat-
ing it!,” explained the il-
lustrator of the book and
the chapter series.

“Visually, the stark deep
green of the leaves and the
bright green or shining
yellow of the raw/ripe
mangoes was a starting
point for the colors,” she
added.

According to the pub-
lishers, Murty’s latest
book is an ode to our
favourite summer fruit,
and makes you wonder
how the mango got its
magical, delicious sweet-
ness.

Author Sudha Murty pays tribute to favourite fruit mango
 In new 

children’s book



SCHOLZ MEETS JOURNALISTS

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz is reflected in glass as he stands in front of journalists
after addressing a press conference on current domestic and foreign policy issues in
Berlin on August 11.

DROUGHT 

Dried out fields at the Euston Estate farm, outside Thetford. Skyrocketing energy prices, drought and historic heat-
waves are all heavily affecting the Euston Estate farm, who has been forced to make painful choices to save part of
his crop.
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London, Aug 11 (PTI):

The Indian diaspora in
the UK, estimated over 1.5
million, has been called
upon to join the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign this
weekend in the lead up to
India’s Independence Day
celebrations on Monday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
launched the campaign re-
cently as part of the ongo-
ing ‘Azadi Ka Marit
Mahotsav’ commemorating
the 75th anniversary of
Indian Independence from
colonial rule. As part of the
campaign, Indians are in-
vited to fly the tricolour in
their homes and on their so-
cial media platforms to
deepen their connect with

the national flag. Recently,
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given
the call of Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign between
13-15 August; I take this op-
portunity to call upon you
to fly the Tiranga and be a
part of this campaign, Sujit
Ghosh, the Acting Indian
High Commissioner to the
UK, said at an Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav event at
the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan Centre in London
last week. This journey of
75 years has truly been a re-
markable one. Today, India
is the fastest growing major
economy in the world driv-
en by the mantra of ‘sabka
saath, sabka vikas, sabka
vishwas and sabka
prayas’.“India is home to 1.3

billion people, known for its
robust democracy, its diver-
sity, inclusiveness, its cre-
dentials as an economic
power, together with our
strength in science and
technology, said Ghosh, who
took charge as Deputy High
Commissioner at India
House in London in recent
weeks and is Acting High
Commissioner until the ar-
rival of Vikram
Doraiswami the current
Indian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh.

Diversity and inclusive-
ness are not just concepts
for us, these values are
there ingrained in our DNA
for the last 5,000 years. We
don’t study these just for
some academic satisfaction,
we live it every moment in

India, he added. The event,
hosted by Bhavan Centre
Executive Director Dr MN
Nandakumara and attended
by leading diaspora repre-
sentatives, parliamentari-
ans, businesspersons and
philanthropists, is the popu-
lar Indian centre’s annual
Independence Day celebra-
tion in west London.

Councillor Daryl Brown,
the Deputy Mayor of
Hammersmith and Fulham,
spoke of the west London
borough’s historic Indian
connect strengthened by the
cultural centre. More than
3,300 residents in
Hammersmith and Fulham
belong to the Indian ethnic
group and we are delighted
to have the Bhavan Centre
in our ward.

Indian envoy flags ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign for diaspora in UK

United Nations, Aug 11 (PTI):

China has blocked a pro-
posal by the US and India
at the United Nations to
blacklist Abdul Rauf
Azhar, the brother of
Jaish-e Mohammed (JeM)
chief Masood Azhar and
the deputy chief of the
Pakistan-based terror
group, in the second such
move by Beijing in less
than two months.

Beijing put a hold on the
latest proposal a day after
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj told a Security
Council meeting chaired
by China that the practice
of placing holds and
blocks on listing requests
without giving any justifi-
cation must end and as-
serted that the credibility
of the sanctions regime

was at an all-time low.
Abdul Rauf Azhar, born

in 1974 in Pakistan, was
sanctioned by the US in
December 2010. He was the
mastermind of the hijack-
ing of the Indian Airlines
Flight IC-814 in 1999 which
led to the release of his
brother Masood Azhar
from a prison in India.

On Wednesday, sources
said China, a permanent
member of the Council
and an all-weather ally of
Pakistan, put a hold on a
proposal by the US and
India to designate Abdul
Rauf Azhar as a global ter-
rorist and subject him to
assets freeze, travel ban
and arms embargo.

This is the second time
in less than two months
that China has put a hold
on a listing by the US and
India to blacklist a
Pakistan-based terrorist

under the sanctions com-
mittee of the UN Security
Council.

In June this year, China
had put a hold, at the last
moment, on a joint propos-
al by India and the US to
list Pakistan-based terror-
ist Abdul Rehman Makki
under the 1267 Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council.

Makki is a US-designat-
ed terrorist and brother-
in-law of Lashkar-e-Taiba
head and 26/11 master-
mind Hafiz Saeed.

New Delhi and
Washington had put a
joint proposal to designate
Makki as a global terrorist
under the 1267 ISIL and Al
Qaida Sanctions
Committee of the UN
Security Council but
Beijing placed a hold on
this proposal at the last
minute here.

China stalls India, US bid to
blacklist JeM terrorist

Kathmandu, Aug 11 (PTI):

China has pledged Rs 15
billion in grant assistance to
Nepal to invest in various
projects this year in the land-
locked Himalayan nation
after visiting foreign minis-
ter Narayan Khadka held
wide-ranging talks with his
Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi to further cement the bilat-
eral ties. Khadka, who is on
an official visit to China at
the invitation of Wang, met
Wang in the eastern Chinese
city of Qingdao on
Wednesday.

“The two foreign ministers

took stock of overall aspects
of Nepal-China relations and
agreed to promote further co-
operation in various sectors,
including trade, connectivity,
investment, health, tourism,
poverty alleviation, agricul-
ture, disaster management,
education, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges,
among others,” the Nepalese
foreign ministry said in a
statement here. Both sides
expressed satisfaction over
the progress made in a range
of matters of bilateral coop-
eration since the official visit
of Wang to Nepal in March
this year. Wang, also a State

Councillor, announced that
China will provide a Rs 15 bil-
lion (800 million RMB) grant
to Nepal to invest in projects
selected by Nepal for the year
2022. Wang also announced 3
million RMB worth disaster
relief materials as per
Nepal’s request. “China will
also provide Nepal with an
additional 12 million RMB
worth of medical items and
logistics,” according to the
statement. China will pro-
vide additional COVID-19
vaccines and related med-
ical assistance as much as
required by the Himalayan
nation, it said.

China to provide Rs 15 billion assistance
to Nepal to invest in projects

Washington, Aug 11 (PTI):

US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said that Washington
cannot allow Beijing to es-
tablish a new normal in
Taiwan with its provocative
drills and warplane incur-
sions in the Taiwan Straits,
in retaliation to her high-
profile visit to the self-ruled
island last week.

“What we saw with China
is that they were trying to
establish sort of a new nor-
mal. And we just can’t let
that happen,” Pelosi told a
news conference on
Wednesday after her trip to
Asia.

China on Wednesday an-
nounced that it has “suc-
cessfully completed” its
week-long and unprecedent-
ed military drills that have

essentially encircled
Taiwan, warning that
Beijing will organise regu-
lar combat patrols as a new
normal to enforce its one-
China policy.

Initially, the People’s
Liberation Army an-
nounced the war games in
the busy Taiwan Strait from

August 4 to 7, the day after
Pelosi who is the highest-
ranking US leader to have
visited Taiwan in 25 years,
left Taipei after high-level
meetings.

It later kept extending
them, keeping the break-
away island on tenterhooks.

The Chinese military ex-

ercises involved hundreds
of warplanes, dozens of
naval ships, including an
aircraft carrier group with
nuclear submarine in tow,
amid assertions by the offi-
cial media here that such
war games in the busy
Taiwan Strait will be a new
normal.

We didn’t go there to talk
about China. We went there
to praise Taiwan. And we
went there to show our
friendship to say, China can-
not isolate Taiwan,’ Pelosi
asserted.

The visit delivered a clear
statement that America’s
commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific is un-
shakeable, Pelosi noted.

She said bilateral discus-
sions centred around seiz-
ing opportunities and ad-

dressing shared challenges,
including upholding the
democracy in the face of au-
tocracy, fostering robust
economic growth, including
through the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework and
in governance, responding
to COVID-19 and climate cri-
sis. House Foreign Affairs
Committee chairman
Gregory Meeks told re-
porters that Pelosi’s visit to
Taiwan illustrated that no
matter what Chinese
President Xi Jinping said,
the US was going to stand
by its friends and allies.
Indian American
Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi, who was
part of the Congressional
delegation to Taiwan, was
also present at the news
conference.

US cannot allow China’s new 
normal’ over Taiwan, says Pelosi

United Nations, Aug 11 (PTI):

Over seven per cent of
India’s population owns
digital currency, according
to the UN, which said that
the use of cryptocurrency
rose globally at an un-
precedented rate during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The UN trade and develop-
ment body UNCTAD said
that in 2021, developing
countries accounted for 15
of the top 20 economies
when it comes to the share
of the population that
owns cryptocurrencies.
Ukraine topped the list
with 12.7 per cent, followed
by Russia (11.9 per cent),
Venezuela (10.3 per cent),
Singapore (9.4 per cent),
Kenya (8.5 per cent) and
the US (8.3 per cent).

In India, 7.3 per cent of
the population owned digi-
tal currency in 2021, rank-
ing seventh in the list of
top 20 global economies for
digital currency owner-
ship as share of popula-
tion. Global use of cryp-
tocurrencies has in-

creased exponentially dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, including in developing
countries, UNCTAD said.
In three policy briefs pub-
lished on Wednesday, it
said that while these pri-
vate digital currencies
have rewarded some and
facilitate remittances,
they are an unstable finan-
cial asset that can also
bring social risks and
costs. The policy brief ti-
tled All that glitters is not
gold: The high cost of leav-
ing cryptocurrencies un-
regulated examines the
reasons for the rapid up-
take of cryptocurrencies
in developing countries,
including facilitation of
remittances and as a
hedge against currency
and inflation risks.

It said that recent digital
currency shocks in the
market suggest that there
are private risks to hold-
ing crypto, but if the cen-
tral bank steps in to pro-
tect financial stability,
then the problem becomes
a public one.

In India, 7.3% of the population owned digital
currency in 2021, 7th highest in the world: UN

Ousted Sri Lankan president Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to stay temporarily in Thailand: PM Prayut

Singapore/Bangkok, Aug 11 (PTI):

Thailand has agreed to
allow Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to stay in the country tem-
porarily during which the
ousted Sri Lankan presi-
dent will search for a third
nation that will offer him
permanent refuge, Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha said on Wednesday.

Rajapaksa, who is cur-
rently in Singapore after
fleeing Sri Lanka in July
amid mass anti-govern-
ment protests, is seeking
refuge in Thailand as his
Singapore visa runs out on
Thursday. After flying to
the Maldives on July 13,

Rajapaksa then fled to
Singapore, where he an-
nounced his resignation a
day later after months of
protests over the country’s
economic crisis.

The prime minister of
Thailand confirmed a tem-
porary visit to Thailand by
the 73-year-old embattled
Sri Lankan leader for hu-
manitarian reasons, and
said he promised not to
conduct political activities
in the kingdom during his
search for permanent asy-
lum in another country.

“This is a humanitarian
issue. We have made a
promise that it’s a tempo-
rary stay.

A s Pacific Islanders strug-
gle to survive in the face of

climate change, they will need
to adapt their traditional ways
of fishing to the new reality. For
Micronesian people, seafarers
down the ages, the Pacific
Ocean is their playground, their
livelihood and their source of
sustenance. They contributed
almost nothing to the climate
crisis, but their island way of
life means they have been
among the first to suffer its dev-
astating effects. At the Pacific
Islands Forum, beginning July
12, Micronesian governments
will be looking to climate solu-
tions to support their communi-
ties. The sea provides up to 90
per cent of Micronesians' di-
etary protein and represents a
crucial source of essential mi-
cronutrients, so a conversation
about sustainable climate adap-
tations for fishing will be vitally
important.

The sea's bounty is deteriorat-
ing at an unprecedented rate.
Some 70 per cent of reef fish
species are expected to be local-
ly extinct by the end of the cen-
tury. The average size of fish is
also projected to decrease by 20

per cent by 2050, and many fish-
ers are already beginning to no-
tice changes. Researchers quot-
ed one fisher from Poland vil-
lage, Kiribati as saying, In the
past, we catch Koinawa [sur-
geonfish] that were larger, now
they are much smaller. In the
past, we could only cook two
fish in the frying pan. Now we
can fit almost six in the pan .
The shrinking size of fish is
widening the gap between the
amount of fish required for
good nutrition (35 kg per person
per year) and what fishing expe-
ditions are likely to bring back,
with health implications such
as undernutrition and impaired
growth for households who rely
on reef fish for food. We depend
heavily on fish, so really not
sure what we would do if fish
resources declined. The supply
from the store is so expensive,
said a fisher from London vil-
lage, Kiribati.

Fishers may need to switch
from reef fish to ocean species
such as tuna. Tuna numbers are
projected to increase around
several of the Micronesian is-
lands. Diversifying fish catch
may also help preserve tradi-
tional fishing practices and en-
able subsistence fishing com-
munities to maintain their
healthy high levels of fish con-
sumption. Tuna contains high
amounts of omega-3 fatty acids,
which have been shown to re-
duce the risk of heart disease
and promote brain health. Tuna
also contains high amounts of
micronutrients, which are par-
ticularly important for expec-
tant mothers for foetal and child
development.

Governments may assist in
the switch to more ocean-going
fish by increasing the number
of fish-aggregating devices
large buoys anchored roughly 1
km from shore that attract fish.
Because the buoys are moored
close to shore, subsistence fish-
ers may be able to reach tuna
using traditional paddling ca-
noes, and not motorised boats.
But the buoys' allure to fish can
be very powerful; they will re-
quire careful implementation to
prevent overfishing of juvenile
fish and causing harm to sensi-
tive marine habitats.

At the community level, re-
vival of traditional preservation
methods, such as salting, dry-
ing, and smoking, can extend
the shelf life of marine re-
sources. Community-led initia-
tives are particularly important
given that traditional fishing
often follows a gender divide,
with men fishing and canoeing,
and women preserving and
gathering from rock pools dur-
ing low tide. Programmes tar-
geted at women could encourage
stockpiling for when the weath-
er is unsuitable for fishing. For
example, octopus harvested at
low tide may be dried and stored
for several months. As catch sur-
pluses tend to be shared among
the community, this strategy
may also support vulnerable
community members who do
not engage in subsistence fish-
ing or are unable to stockpile
food. Micronesian fishing com-
munities have used preserva-
tion methods for thousands of
years, so it is important that tra-
ditional practices are revived
and encouraged through a com-

munity-led approach. As climate
change bites, the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather is
likely to restrict the number of
fishing days. The Cash+ pro-
gramme from the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation pro-
vides no-strings cash injections
at a household level. It can pro-
vide fishers with financial re-
lief to purchase essential food
items until they can get back to
sea or funds for boats for when
they can.

It is important to provide nu-
tritional education at the same
time, given an unhealthy shift
in Micronesian diets in recent
years to spam, mutton flaps,
turkey tails and other processed
foods. These strategies at the
government, community and
household level may help fish-
ing communities adapt to the
negative effects of climate
change. The climate crisis is
happening now and it will ex-
tend into the foreseeable future.
But strategies that limit global
emissions to 1.5 C remain the
priority. Preventing the climate
from changing extends benefits
beyond Micronesia to other re-
gions vulnerable to climate
variability. For example, the res-
idents of low-income countries
and island states on the eastern
side of Africa, such as Comoros
and Madagascar, are also suffer-
ing deteriorating health in re-
sponse to climate change and
degrading oceans. Some 30 to 60
million people in these coun-
tries rely on fishing for their
food. Adaptation strategies in
the Pacific might benefit low-in-
come coastal communities
worldwide.
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Chinese challenge
Since China consid-

ers India as a challenge
in its pursuit of domi-
nance, it is reasserting
its control of disputed
territories to under-
mine India’s capabili-
ties. Intrusions by the
PLA and military infra-
structural buildup have
led to violent standoffs.
Diplomatic and mili-
tary-level talks have
failed to resolve the row.
Faced with an econom-
ic slowdown, the
Chinese leadership
wants to boost Xi’s
image for re-election
and pursue its trade in-
terests with India. New
Delhi should adopt a
more resolute foreign
policy approach.
Besides our diplomatic
engagements with the
US, the EU and other
nations concerned over
China’s expansionist
designs, we should
focus on military pre-
paredness, impose
sanctions against
Chinese goods and pro-
mote indigenous pro-
duction.
DS Kang, Hoshiarpur

Right to abort
A woman is still a

woman whether society
terms her as unmar-
ried, married, divorced,
widowed or separated.
Every woman should
have the right when it
comes to her body, and
her life. Unwed women
should be given the
right to abortion.
Denying this right may
lead to mental health
deterioration and even
increased suicidal at-
tempts. If it is just
about the effects of
MTP, the procedure
must be explained in de-
tail and the complica-
tions and outcomes, but
the choice should be in
the hands of women.

Muskan Garg,
by mail

Ditching BJP
The political somer-

sault by Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
depicts how big an op-
portunist he is. His
ditching the BJP and al-
lying with the RJD does
not augur well for the
BJP, with the parlia-
mentary elections due
in 2024. The possibility
of the JD(U) and its al-
lies facing the wrath of
some Central agency
cannot be ruled out.
People are aware of
such political gimmicks
of politicians whose
vested interests are
supreme to people’s wel-
fare and development
works. There is no
friend or foe for politi-
cians while forming a
government.

Ravinder Singh,
by mail
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TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  12,  2022

Students form a human chain in the shape of the Indian Map as they celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mohotsav, in Mirzapur,
Thursday, Aug 11

A changing climate is changing the Micronesian way of life

HUMAN CHAIN

Tara Hurst

S ince May of this year,
more than 26,000 cases

of monkeypox have been
reported worldwide
prompting the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) to declare it a public
health emergency. What's
unusual about this out-
break is that most of the
cases have been reported in
countries where the virus
is not normally found (oth-
erwise known as endemic ).
And, unlike previous out-
breaks based mainly in cen-
tral and western Africa, the
current outbreak isn't
linked to exposure to an in-
fected animal but is exclu-
sively being spread human-
to-human. As case numbers
continue to rise worldwide,
there are concerns that if
more urgent action isn't

taken, monkeypox could
also become endemic in re-
gions where this isn't nor-
mally the case such as in
the US and Europe.

Cause for concern
There are a number of

reasons the current out-
break is so concerning.
First, the disease is spread-
ing from human to human.
Monkeypox spreads
through close physical con-
tact with an infected per-
son, either through ex-
change of bodily fluids,
being close to an infected
person when they cough or
sneeze, or by sharing cloth-
ing or bed linen.

Monkeypox isn't very
transmissible compared to
other viruses, with re-
search from previous out-
breaks in Africa showing a
person only has around a 3
per cent probability of be-

coming ill with the disease
after coming in contact
with an infected person.
That said, we still don't
know how transmissible
the monkeypox strain be-
hind the current outbreak
is.

This is of concern, espe-
cially since other outbreaks
such as the 2016 outbreak in
the DRC saw a 50 per cent
probability of getting mon-
keypox after coming in con-
tact with an infected per-
son. Another reason the
current outbreak is of such
concern is because it's
spreading within a specific
population mainly among
men who have sex with
men. Almost 98 per cent of
the current outbreak's
cases have been in this
group.

Monkeypox's future
In order for a virus like

monkeypox to become en-
demic, it would either need
an animal reservoir to live,
or it would need to be sup-
ported by widespread infec-
tion in humans that keep it
circulating. Monkeypox is a
zoonotic virus, meaning it
can spread from animals to
humans.

So in regions where mon-
keypox is endemic, the
virus spreads when hu-
mans come in contact with
infected animals. The pub-
lic health measures cur-
rently recommended to
contain the outbreak focus
on isolating infected indi-
viduals, contact tracing
and vaccinating high-risk
people.

However, while these
measures can be very effec-
tive for curbing outbreaks,
they need to be implement-
ed strictly to have the great-

est impact. In the best case
scenario, these controls
will still take many weeks
to work in reducing case
numbers so it's important
that these measures are ad-
hered to quickly and prop-
erly. But since most mon-
keypox cases have been in
sexual networks of men
who have sex with men, it
may make it easier to target
interventions at those most
at risk of contracting mon-
keypox.

There's still time to im-
plement control measures
in many countries (and im-
plement them properly)
within the affected popula-
tion to prevent further
spread. Getting case num-
bers under control now will
make it even less likely the
virus would become en-
demic in countries where
that isn't already the case.
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

LAUREN HODGSON

Monkeypox can become endemic here’s 
how it can be stopped in its tracks

A midst political uncertainties and conflicts emerging globally cou-
pled with outbreak of COVID-19 like natural calamities com-

pounded by global weather upheavals and the wrath of rain ‘gods’, there
is mounting pressure on agriculture as that being of unmatched and vital
importance to the mankind. Just imagining a country facing shortages in
its agricultural produce and unable to feed its millions due to disruptions
of supply chains from other countries due to such unfavourable condi-
tions is just causing shivers down the spine while at the same time, mak-
ing this fact increasingly realised as to how much important was it for a
country to work incessantly for attaining self sufficiency in food produc-
tion. Besides in critical moments of such situations in the international
scenario, the exporting country usually puts certain political conditions
too tagged with such exports as any country can wait for imports of any
other commodity but not that of agricultural products for human con-
sumption. It is, therefore, of immense importance to keep and treat agri-
culture sector as top most priority so as to employ all possible means to
reach out to the emerging needs of our agricultural sector especially in
the pursuit of modernising it. Was it not during the most trying hours of
the last 100 years’ worst pandemic of a mass killing virus that the country
felt the dire need and the efficacy as also the indispensability of becom-
ing self sufficient when even none was allowed in ordinary course to have
a normal free entry into our homes and vice-versa for precautionary pur-
poses. Was it not during and immediately after the severity of the virus
pandemic that this country could offset its multifarious adverse impacts
due mainly to a bumper agricultural produce coupled with already at-
tained buffer stocks of wheat, rice and other items which we exported
too in good measure to many countries that were in need thereof, hence
it is quite in the fitness of things that the Prime Minister exhorting the
concerned authorities and all stake holders towards intensifying efforts
towards modernising our farm sector be taken very seriously? That in-
cluded allied agricultural activities starting from animal husbandry, fish
farming , milch cattle rearing, food processing and the list is long. Though
we have attained self sufficiency in agricultural sector, yet there was a lot
of scope for modernising it and making the process economically more
viable by reduction of input costs. That would shortly pave the way for
India becoming a global leader. The need of the hour for promoting self
sufficiency agenda on sustainable basis was more now than ever before
to own, promote, use and popularise the ''Make in India'' products. That
would generate employment at micro levels of the unimaginable magni-
tude. Not only that, strengthening “Make in India” would generate added
money incomes among the marginal income earning groups for purchas-
ing food, nutritional items etc thus alleviating human sufferings and pre-
venting social unrest .The slogan for “Vocal for local” was not to be re-
duced merely to emotional occasional bouts but made a national priority
if we deeply analyse the volatile international situation where those coun-
tries with sound economic base could call the shots where innovative and
reformist economic policies were regularly introduced as administrative
and policies’ culture . Stress on the three Ts viz- Trade , Tourism,
Technology as referred to by the Prime Minister in NITI Aayog meeting
held recently, were in fact ”golden” keys to reaching the goals of increas-
ing our exports portfolio and reducing that of imports, generating em-
ployment and ensuring growth. In energy sector, a sustained aggressive
and visionary focus towards attaining self sufficiency in that vital sector
should be the pointed national aim. Imports of petroleum products are
draining our precious resources which could otherwise be spent on gen-
eral fast development of our country. A gas based economy, therefore, in-
tensive use of electricity and electric mobility and much talked of doping
sugarcane extracted ethanol in petrol etc could change the face of our
energy scenario with considerable reduction in costly imports. Needless
to add, involvement of more officers / bureaucrats was extremely impor-
tant in the most challenging but totally unavoidable grand task of deliber-
ating on issues of utmost national importance to formulate strategies and
tailoring of different schemes and for the first time during 75 years of the
independence, the country’s Chief Secretaries met together as the Prime
Minister duly underlined the importance of ''collective action'' on various
important issues concerning the nation.

Self-sufficient economy

T he sudden chill in the US-China relations, brought about by
Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, illuminates a new security crisis

in the Indo-Pacific region. The military tensions between Beijing and
Washington have indeed serious implications for Russia.
Unsurprisingly, an army of politicians, diplomats and experts in
Moscow are asking-Is Russia now China's sole strategic partner? What
is the future of Russia-China relations? After President Putin launched
a special military operation in Ukraine, which the West has pejoratively
labelled as a war and an attack on a neighbouring country, the
seething hostility in the Moscow-Washington relations, played out in
the European theatre, had been grabbing international headlines. On
the contrary, notwithstanding crises and conflict, the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, which is not part of NATO's core mandate, received only periph-
eral attention. In fact, while confronting Russia, the West was pamper-
ing China in the hope that Beijing would not come to Moscow's aid and
relieve the pressure. The Chinese however, played a balancing act. Like
India, they continued to cooperate with Russia, opening a "window of
opportunity" for themselves, and began to reconfigure Beijing's trade,
economic and energy cooperation with Russia. In order to force Beijing
to turn away from Moscow, the West used all possible means over the
past months. Chinese President Xi Jinping was cajoled not only by US
President Joe Biden, but also by French President Emmanuel Macron
as well as German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. Finally, Comrade Xi was
bluntly threatened, warned of a certain "high price", which Beijing
would have to pay, if it did not play ball. The combination of pressure,
inducement and personal self-interest, which would not have served if
Beijing played a zero-sum game, forced China to work out a diplomatic
balancing act. While it did not refuse cooperation with Moscow, it also
declared that it neither did, nor intended to provide any assistance, in-
cluding military support to Russia's conflict with Ukraine. China's posi-
tion also exposed the emptiness of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's
words spoken in January last that there is "no end point, no forbidden
zones, no upper limit" in Sino-Russian cooperation. While in general,
the two do not form a union, it is still "more than a union". However,
lush rhetoric of the Chinese officialdom notwithstanding, the "upper
limit" of Beijing-Moscow relationship was clearly visible. In its attitude
to the Ukrainian crisis, Beijing defiantly adhered to the principle of
equidistance from the two sides of the conflict - Russia and Ukraine. So
one of the main enemies of Russia, Nancy Pelosi with her visit to
Taiwan ironically played along with Moscow. She helped Moscow to
forcefully convey the message that the United States is a sinister de-
structive force, wherever it operates - in the European theatre or in the
Pacific Ocean. Moreover, now, it would seem, nothing prevents
Moscow and Beijing from following more resolutely the principle of
standing "back-to-back" proclaimed by them earlier. This term, which
came from Oriental martial arts, means that the sides reliably cover
each other's backs: Russia is fighting off its opponents in the western
direction, and China is in the Indo-Pacific region with a common main
opponent - the United States.

Is Russia the real winner
of the Taiwan crisis?
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New inaugration 

Ahmedabad:
Gujarat chief minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel
inaugurated ITC
Narmada, a premium
five-star hotel of hos-
pitality major ITC Ltd.
The construction of
this 19-storey luxury
hotel, having 291
rooms, started in
January 2017. At that
time, the company
had said the hotel
would come up at a
cost of Rs 600 crore.
Patel appreciated ITC
saying the hotel, situ-
ated at Vastrapur area
of Ahmedabad, has
been built keeping in
mind the Gujarati cul-
ture and heritage. ITC
Ltd's chairman Sanjiv
Puri said 'ITC
Narmada' is a "befit-
ting tribute to the rich
heritage, grandeur
and vibrant culture of
Gujarat".

Bank credit 
Mumbai: Bank credit
rose 14.52 per cent to
Rs 123.69 lakh crore
and deposits in-
creased 9.14 per cent
to Rs 169.72 lakh crore
in the fortnight ended
July 29, according to
RBI data. In the fort-
night ended July 30,
2021, bank advances
stood at Rs 108 lakh
crore and deposits at
Rs 155.49 lakh crore,
as per the Reserve
Bank of India's
Scheduled Banks'
Statement of Position
in India as on July 29.
The data was released
on Wednesday. In the
previous fortnight
ended July 15, 2022,
bank credit went up
12.89 per cent and de-
posits increased 8.35
per cent, the data
showed. In FY 2021-22,
bank credit rose 8.59
per cent and deposits
rose 8.94 per cent.

Long-term goal

Srinagar: Jammu
and Kashmir Bank
has set a long-term
goal of achieving Rs
4,00,000 crore business
in the next five years
with annual profit of
Rs 4,000 crore, a top
company official has
said. J&K Bank MD &
CEO Baldev Prakash
said the long-term ob-
jectives are backed by
well thought out
strategies and moni-
torable execution
plans that would be
periodically reviewed
to ensure achieve-
ment of all interim
milestones.

Expansion
New Delhi: Vedanta
Ltd is targeting to be-
come a USD 100 bil-
lion (around Rs 8
lakh crore) company
in another eight
years from the pres-
ent USD 18 billion
(around Rs 1.3 lakh
crore). The company
is set for an aggres-
sive growth plan and
is looking at building
capacities across
businesses, according
to a presentation
made during the an-
nual general meeting
on Wednesday.

TATA MARATHON

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde during the announcement of Tata Marathon 2023 registration, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

Trade between India
and the UK is expected to
double by 2030 driven by
the proposed free trade
pact, investment in tech-
nology, diversification of
global supply chains and
ease of doing business, a
report said on Thursday.
India's trade in goods and
services with the UK in-
creased to USD 31.34 bil-
lion in 2022 from USD 19.51
billion in 2015, said the re-
port. The second edition of
the Britain Meets India
Report 2022, launched by
Grant Thornton Bharat in
partnership with the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), supported
by the UK's Department of
International Trade, also
revealed that 618 UK com-
panies have been identi-
fied in India that together
employ approximately 4.66
lakh people and have a
combined turnover of Rs
3,634.9 billion.

"The UK remained the
sixth-largest investor in
India, with a cumulative
investment of approxi-
mately USD 31.92 billion in
2000-22. This constituted
around 5.4 per cent of the
total Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) into
India," according to the re-
port. In June, commerce
and industry minister
Piyush Goyal expressed
hope that the free trade
agreement between India
and the United Kingdom
will be concluded by
Diwali.

"The FTA is also expect-
ed to result in significant
benefits for both countries
through tariff concessions
on alcoholic beverages and
the movement of profes-
sionals," the report said,
adding that the proposed
pact is expected to boost
Indian exports in labour-
intensive sectors such as
leather, textile, jewellery,
processed agri-products
and marine products,

IT/ITES, education, phar-
ma and healthcare
(Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homeopathy).
According to the report,
the UK is likely to look at
reducing tariffs on prod-
ucts such as apples, UK-
manufactured medical de-
vices and machinery.

British High
Commissioner to India
Alexander Ellis CMG said:
"India has been one of the
UK's most important part-
ners in the journey of 75
years. The 'living bridge'
between our countries is
set to transform into a
stronger bond as we con-
tinue to fight the pandem-
ic together and address the
challenges to our security
in both the physical and
digital worlds. Our shared
focus will be on strength-
ening the economic rela-
tionship between the two
nations for a more secure
and prosperous decade
ahead." 

India-UK trade set to
double by 2030: Report

Chennai, Aug 11: 

Mahindra and
Mahindra on Wednesday
unveiled its latest light
commercial vehicle MaXX
Pik-Up, equipped with a
host of features as the
auto-major aims to boost
market share in the seg-
ment. The LCV has been
introduced in the 2 to 3.5
tonne category priced
from Rs 7.68 lakh to Rs 7.87
lakh (ex-showroom) pan-
India. Mahindra and
Mahindra Ltd Senior Vice
President, Venkat Srinivas
said the vehicle is manu-
factured at the company's
facility in Chakan near
Pune, with 'significant in-
vestments' going into the
product development.

"The vehicle is designed

for intra-city application..
we have 43 per cent market
share in two- 3.5 tonne seg-
ment in southern region.
We want to increase it..."
he told reporters.
According to a company
official, the total industry
volume comprises 8,000
units in southern region

in the 2 to 3.5 tonne catego-
ry. Mahindra and
Mahindra Ltd, Zonal Head
Sales (South), Baneswar
Banerjee said there is pos-
sibility of introducing
new products in this plat-
form, with much better
payload, but declined to
elaborate. The Bolero

MaXX Pik-Up comes with
1,300 kgs payload, offers
1,700 mm widest cargo in
the segment and R15 tyres
for improved loading.

To a query, Venkat
Srinivas, who is also the
H e a d - P r o d u c t
Development, Commercial
Vehicles, Automotive divi-
sion, said the vehicle
comes with a host of fea-
tures including service in-
terval at every 20,000 kms,
warranty of three years or
one lakh kilometres,
iMaxx technology offers
comfort, safety and sav-
ings to customers.

The vehicle is offered in
three variants priced at Rs
7.68 lakh for base model,
Rs 7.72 lakh for the mid
variant and Rs 7.87 lakh
for top-end, he said.

Mahindra & Mahindra unveils new
Bolero MaXX Pik-Up at Rs 7.68 lakh

Kolkata, Aug 11: 

Since its launch in
December 2019, Fairfield
by Marriott Kolkata has
become an acclaimed des-
tination for its accommo-
dation, dining and events,
corporate & social alike.
The hotel has added anoth-
er feather to their cap with
the inauguration of Ozone
Convention Centre, a mul-
tilevel offering of meeting
& event spaces. This latest
edition is a short twenty
minutes’ drive from the
airport and offers a
panoramic view of the
Newtown skyline with
natural light streaming in
at all levels.The perfect
wedding crafted out of
your dreams came alive at
Ozone Convention Centre
with the elegantly curated

3rd East India edition of
‘Shaadi by Marriott
Bonvoy’ on 7th August
2022. With this intricately
curated evening, Fairfield
by Marriott Kolkata has
positioned itself as a pre-
mium-wedding destina-
tion with an experience
that is both exceptiona-
land memorable, from
ideation to execution.
Fairfield by Marriott
Kolkata presented an expe-

rience that transcended
the gueststo a dream wed-
ding. Kolkata based bridal
fashion designer
PallaviPoddar, launched
‘The Saaz Collection’,
which had a combination
of sarees, cocktail gowns
and bridal lehengas com-
plemented by opulent
menswear collection from
eminent fashion designer
Ratul Sood’s label
“Burlingtons of Calcutta”.

Fairfield by Marriott Kolkata launches
the Ozone Convention Centre

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

IndiGo on Wednesday
said it will start flights be-
tween Mumbai and Ras
Al-Khaimah in the UAE
from September 22 on-
wards. Ras Al-Khaimah
will be the 100th destina-
tion on IndiGo's network,
the airline said in a state-
ment.

Sanjay Kumar, Chief
Strategy and Revenue

Officer, IndiGo, said, We
are pleased to announce
our entry into the fourth
Emirate with Ras Al-
Khaimah as our 26th in-
ternational and 100th
overall destination."
These new flights will
cater to the high demand
for travel to Ras Al-
Khaimah, with India
being the third largest in-
ternational source market
for the city in 2021, and

traffic expected to reach
pre-pandemic levels this
year, he added. The daily
flight will depart from
Mumbai at 11 pm (local
time) and land there at
12.35 am (local time), the
airline said.

The return flight will
depart from Ras Al-
Khaimah at 2.05 am (local
time) and land in Mumbai
at 6.40 am (local time), it
mentioned.

IndiGo to start flights between Mumbai
and Ras Al-Khaimah in UAE from Sept 22

New Delhi, Aug 11: 

Realty major DLF's
Chairman Rajiv Singh has
said rising mortgage rates
could pose "near-term"
challenges to demand mo-
mentum in the housing
sector but the company ex-
pects no major adverse im-
pact. He noted that the resi-
dential segment has wit-
nessed structural recovery
on strong demand and the
credible players are gain-
ing market share. In his ad-
dress to the company's
shareholders at the 57th
AGM held on Wednesday,
Singh said: "The residen-
tial segment exhibited a
strong structural recovery
over the last two years, well
supported by tailwinds of
the fundamental demand
drivers". Larger and credi-
ble players continued to

gain market share on ac-
count of consolidation in
their favour along with im-
proving consumer confi-
dence, he added. "Rising
mortgage rates do appear
to pose near-term chal-
lenges to this demand mo-
mentum; however, we do
not anticipate any signifi-
cant material adverse ef-
fect given the latent de-
mand in our sector as well
as the inherent strength of
the Indian economy," Singh
said in his speech, which
was uploaded on the stock
exchanges.

Rising mortgage rates pose near-term
challenges to housing 

demand momentum: DLF Chairman
New Delhi, Aug 11: 

State-owned NMDC on
Thursday hiked prices of
lump ore by Rs 200 a
tonne and fines by Rs 100
per tonne with immediate
effect. The company has
fixed the prices of lump
ore at Rs 4,100 per tonne
and that of fines at Rs
2,910 a tonne. In its last
price revision announced
on July 12, NMDC had
slashed the prices of
lump ore and fines by Rs
500 per tonne each to Rs
3,900 and Rs 2,810, respec-
tively. Iron ore is one of
the key raw materials
used in the manufactur-
ing of steel, and any
movement in the prices of
the mineral has a direct
impact on the rates of
steel that has been a mat-
ter of concern for the
user industries for the

past couple of months.
Research firm SteelMint
attributed the hike to
"lower production (of the
mineral) owing to mon-
soons, restocking demand
and stability in steel
prices are some of the fac-
tors supporting iron ore
prices". The new rates ex-
clude royalty, District
Mineral Fund (DMF),
National Mineral
Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest per-
mit fee, and other taxes,
NMDC said. Hyderabad-
based NMDC (formerly
known as National
Mineral Development
Corporation) is India's
largest producer and sell-
er of iron ore. The compa-
ny, under the Ministry of
Steel, contributes around
17 per cent to the coun-
try's annual iron ore out-
put.

NMDC hikes lump ore rate to 
Rs 4,100 per ton; fines at Rs 2,910

Mumbai, Aug 11: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex rallied 515 points
on Thursday to reclaim
the 59,000-level, propelled
by heavy buying in IT,
banking and financial
stocks amid sustained for-
eign fund inflows. The 30-
share BSE index ended
515.31 points or 0.88 per
cent higher at 59,332.60.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 124.25 points
or 124.25 per cent to close
at 17,659. Axis Bank was
the top gainer in the
Sensex pack, climbing 2.75
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finance, HDFC, Tech
Mahindra, Wipro, SBI,
TCS and IndusInd Bank.
On the other hand, ITC,
NTPC, HUL, Bharti Airtel,

Maruti and Nestle India
were among the laggards,
sliding as much as 1.56 per
cent.

Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Seoul ended

with significant gains,
while Tokyo closed in the
red. Equities in Europe
were trading on a negative
note in mid-session deals.

The rally in the domes-
tic markets was supported

by a firm trend in global
equities, especially the US
gauges and a subsequent
rally in Asian indices,
traders said. Wall Street
rose sharply on
Wednesday after US data
showed that inflation
eased more than expected
in July, indicating that the
Fed might be less aggres-
sive in hiking interest
rates. Foreign institution-
al investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the Indian capi-
tal market as they pur-
chased shares worth Rs
1,061.88 crore on
Wednesday, as per ex-
change data. Meanwhile,
the international oil
benchmark Brent crude
was trading 0.92 per cent
higher at USD 98.30 per
barrel.

Sensex rallies 515 pts to reclaim
59,000-mark; IT, finance stocks shine Mumbai, Aug 11: 

Every year, Reliance
Jewels celebrate the spirit
of gratitude on their an-
niversary with innova-
tions in design through its
exquisite Aabhar
Collection. This yearcele-
brating their 15th
Anniversary the Aabhar
collection 2022 is modern,
geometricand eclectic in-
spired by Optical Illusions
and with thought of look-
ing forward to the future.
“Rishton Ki Dor, NayeKal
Ki Ore”, the campaign
theme for the collection
fits perfectly In line with
the designs of Aabhar
Collection 2022. It shares
the promise of heading to-
wards a beautiful new fu-
ture together. Designed
with geometric motifs, 3D
play-on elements, the gold

and diamond designs en-
hances the look of the ear-
ringsand makes it a per-
fect adornment for the
fashion forward and confi-
dent women of today. The
inspiration of ‘optical illu-
sion’, is captured beauti-
fully with an eclectic mix
of contemporary geomet-
ric patterns, layers, lines,
and shapes. Every design
in the collection is open to
a wide range of styling op-
tions as per tastes, right

from minimalistic looks to
extravagant styles. Every
design make a subtle state-
ment exuding confidence,
personality, and unique-
ness. It can add glam to fes-
tive wear or highlight any-
one’s personality as every
day wear. The collection is
available in both Gold and
Diamond options across
300+ Reliance Jewels
Showrooms & Shop-in-
shops across 150+ cities
Pan India.

Reliance Jewels celebrates 15th anniversary
With launch of Aabhar Collection 2022

Nyraa’s mother advises her to perform a
‘Shanti Hawan’ before taking up role

COLORS’ recently launched supernatural
drama series ‘Pishachini’ has already

intrigued the audiences with its thrilling and
spooky storyline. Nyraa M Bannerji, who essays
the role of Raani aka Pishachini, an immortal evil
spirit, shares one of her personal experiences
while she was prepping for her role. As the char-
acter of Pishachini, has multiple shades, Nyraa
not only did extensive reading and took special

preparation for the role but also followed
special advice from her mother before
starting to shoot for the show. Being con-
cerned about her daughter’s wellbeing,
Nyraa’s mother advised her to perform a
‘Shanti Hawan Pooja’ since she will be
playing the role of the evil Pishachini.
In a candid conversation, Nyraa M
Banerjii shares, “When I narrated the
script of the show to my mother, she
was intrigued on hearing it. She liked
the character of Pishachini but was a
bit worried when she got to know that
I would be essaying the evil role. 
As she is a spiritual person, she had
some reservations about me taking
on an evil character and she
advised me to perform a ‘Shanti
Hawan Pooja’ to keep me away
from any evil and negative ener-
gies that might come during the
shoot of this show. It was truly
heart-warming to see her concerns
for me as a mother. She says that
I used to watch only horror films
when I was a kid, and now I m
attracting the genre ”. Catch the
drama unfold in the supernatural
drama series ‘Pishachini’, every
Monday to Friday at 10 pm only
on COLORS.

Akshay Kumar on flops: Ups and

downs happen in everyone’s life

B
ollywood's very
own 'Khiladi'
Akshay Kumar has

seen the highs of highs
with films such as
'Sooryavanshi', 'Kesari',
'Baby' and 'Holiday-A Soldier
Is Never Off Duty' among
many others. He has also tast-
ed failure with his recent re-
leases such as 'Bachchhan
Paandey' and 'Samrat
Prithviraj'.

The superstar, who is gear-

ing up for the release of his upcom-
ing film 'Raksha Bandhan' directed
by Aanand L. Rao, does not feel af-
fected by it as he says that ups and
downs happen in everyone's life.

Over the years, Akshay has
pushed the envelope and has given
out films such as 'Padman' and
'Toilet: Ek Prem Katha' to name a
few, which helped in raising issues
and gives out a strong message.

Asked if he feels any responsibili-
ties as he has worked in genre-bend-
ing movies, Akshay in a conversa-

tion with IANS said: "No, we are
making films. We are not taking re-
sponsibilities. Yeah, a man would
think that his film works so that he
has the strength to go forward to
make films as there are so many
other issues. But responsibilities,
don't want to think that much. My
last two films did not work. People
came up to me and said that you
have to do something now, I made
films and did not work." Akshay
then spoke about how he had seen
failure in his career earlier too.

Alia Bhatt-starrer ‘Darlings’ to
be remade in Tamil, Telugu

D
igital release
'Darlings' starring
Alia Bhatt, Shefali

Shah and Vijay Verma will
be made in Tamil and
Telugu.

While the film marks
the debut of Alia Bhatt as
a producer with her pro-
duction house Eternal
Sunshine Productions,
the other producer, Shah
Rukh Khan, with his pro-
duction house Red
Chillies Entertainment,
has decided to make the
film in Tamil and Telugu

as well.
Gaurav Verma, Producer

and COO, Red Chillies
Entertainment, said: "We had

the script of 'Darlings' with us
for a while now and through the

journey of making it, we decided
to make it in multiple languages.

The film has a certain landscape
which can be adapted very well in

multiple languages. The process is on as
we speak." Sharing the idea of making

slight changes in the film as per local sensi-
bilities, Gaurav added, "The story remains
the same, but we will localise it. 'Darlings' was
a story set in Mumbai, but now we will create

a different world for Tamil and Telugu. We
will localise the characters and their reac-
tions." Moreover, the 'Darlings' will also mark
Red Chillies Entertainment's entry into the
Tamil and Telugu market as a standalone
banner. "If given an opportunity, it has been a
path we want to walk on. 'Jawan' will be re-
leased in multiple languages. Entering the
Tamil and Telugu market is not something
we will consolidate or have offices there, but
it's going to be on a script-to-script basis.

'Darlings' has the potential, so we are taking
it there," he added. In his concluding state-
ment, Gaurav said "We have been associated
with the script for four years now and we
want it to grow in the right way. Of course,
there will be language barriers, but we will
make sure it's done correctly. "Very rarely do
we come across a film which does well com-
mercially and critically. We are all over-
whelmed with the response. It's good to be at
the receiving end."

A
n j a l i
Arora from the
Kangana Ranaut-led

reality show, 'Lock Upp', has
given a new twist to the classic
number, 'Saiyyan Dil Mein Aana
Re', which was sung originally for
the 1951 movie 'Bahar' by Shamshad
Begum and was picturised on

Vyjayanthimala.
The original version was composed by
S.D. Burman, but the track been given a

new spin with Gourov Dasgupta's
music, Shruti Rane's vocals and con-

temporary dance moves by Anjali.
She said: "It is such a great feel-
ing to be a part of the re-imagina-

tion of a track filmed on none
other than

Vyjayanthimalaji."
Sharing similar senti-

ments, Gourov said: "I
feel blessed to have got

the opportunity to revisit
a legendary tune com-

posed by S.D. Burman. I
cannot wait to see how the

listeners respond to our ver-
sion of a classic.
Presented by Saregama,

'Saiyyan Dil Mein Aana Re' is avail-
able on Saregama Music's YouTube
channel and other music plat-

forms.

ACROSS

1. Night twinklers

6. Hymnal word

10. Norwegian capital

14. Humped animal

15. Distance measure

16. Cat's weapon

17. Rocker ____ Cooper

18. Cease-fire

20. Cash in

22. Respected

23. Type of milk

25. Humble dwelling

26. Performs onstage

29. Italian seaport

32. CBS rival

35. Without charge

36. Loafers

37. Driveway sealer

38. Care for

39. Puma, e.g.

40. Be defeated

41. Nosh

42. Despise

45. Poker bet

46. Kitchen and parlor (abbr.)

47. Come into view

48. Hold on to

49. Compass pt.

50. Existence

52. Sham

57. Debit's opposite

61. Deep respect

63. Corrode

64. Afresh

65. Football cheers

66. ____ Says

67. Rock growth

68. Dog's name

69. Feet parts

DOWN

1. Injury memento

2. Fable

3. Surrounded by

4. Indented

5. Streamlined

6. Doctors' group (abbr.)

7. Marsh

8. Shade sources

9. Not one or the other

10. Eight musicians

11. Thin

12. Delicate fabric

13. Had bills

19. Author Dr. ____

21. Skirt length

24. Zany

26. Following

27. Dairy product

28. Portable shelters

30. License ____

31. "____ Weapon"

32. Expiate

33. Sew temporarily

34. Crawl

40. Cleveland shore sight (2 wds.)

42. Sci-fi weapon

43. Can ____ (kitchen devices)

44. Guitarist ____ Clapton

49. Hearty soups

51. Not stale

52. British baby buggy

53. Divorce city

54. Preceding nights

55. Finger sound

56. Reverberate

58. Round roof

59. Adored one

60. Perfect gymnastics scores

62. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)
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A friend who lives far away might call or
email you today, Aquarius. Your friend
may be planning to visit your area and
want to get together with you. This
should make you very happy, although at
first you may worry that job responsibil-
ities or other current world situations
will interfere. Hopefully, you can find a
way to make it work. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Does your job have a good profit-sharing
plan, Pisces, or do you own company
stock? If so, expect to hear that its value
has skyrocketed beyond what anyone had
hoped. This is worthy of celebration. You
and your colleagues should do just that. A
romantic interest might offer congratula-
tions. This trend is likely to continue. You
might be a millionaire someday.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Romance should be going beautifully for
you today, Aries. Your romantic partner
looks especially attractive and probably is
in a great mood. You might decide to
attend a lecture together or plan a week-
end getaway. Communication between
you is open, honest, supportive, and lov-
ing. Don't let this day pass you by. Make
sure you get together, if possible. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You've worked hard for your money,
Taurus, and today you should reap the
benefits of your efforts. Earnings, invest-
ments, property values - all should be
worth considerably more than they were
a year ago. Love, sex, and romance
should also be going well, although you
might have a few difficulties coordinat-
ing your schedule with your partner's.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A love partner may have heard some great
career news today and want to take you
out to celebrate, Gemini. Go - no matter
what you have to reschedule. Your friend is
in a great mood, looks wonderful, and is
feeling very passionate and sexy. If you
want a night to remember, don't let this
chance pass you by. Also make sure you
look your very best.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Relations with family and other household
members should be at their very best
today, Cancer. If you see colleagues out-
side of work, they could also be congenial
and supportive. This might stem from the
fact that the lines of communication
between you are wide open and you've
reached a new understanding. Keep this
going. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Words of love could be exchanged
between you and your romantic interest
today, Leo. Obstacles to open and hon-
est communication have been cleared
away in the past few weeks. You'll both
be more apt than usual to express your
feelings. The only caveat is to not lay it
on too thick. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Money matters should be going well for
you now, Virgo, so today you might decide
to make a long-desired expenditure for
your home. You might decide to buy furni-
ture, do some redecorating, or even pur-
chase a new home. Land investments
might also warrant some consideration.
Whatever you do, you'll enjoy it. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You should look especially good today,
Libra, and feel outgoing and charming.
Friends, neighbors, and strangers may
comment on how great you look.
Communication is apt to be warm,
informative, and supportive. Relationships
of all kinds should strengthen. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If possible, a social event could take place
today involving a small number of friends
you may not have seen for a long time,
Sagittarius. You'll feel good about catch-
ing up and meeting exciting new people,
too. Interesting information could come
your way. Someone might be upset about
something and want a shoulder to cry on.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Have you been pursuing a career involv-
ing the creative arts, Capricorn? If so,
news of an upcoming success could
come your way today. This is a gratifying
day for you. Friends could phone or come
by to congratulate you. Ideas for new
projects could fill your head. Go out to
dinner tonight with friends or your
romantic partner, if possible. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Have you been pursuing a career involv-
ing the creative arts, Capricorn? If so,
news of an upcoming success could come
your way today. This is a gratifying day
for you. Friends could phone or come by
to congratulate you. Ideas for new proj-
ects could fill your head. Go out to dinner
tonight with friends or your romantic
partner, if possible. You deserve it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Anjali Arora from

‘Lock Upp’ dances

to Shamshad

Begum classic

W
orld Sanskrit Day
is observed as an
academic year in

ancient India started on
this day. On this day, the
students began the study
of Vedas in the gurukuls.
To mark the significance
of this day, &TV artists
talk about the cultural im-
portance of Sanskrit and
how it is vital to Indian
culture. These include
Siddharth Arora
(Mahadev, Baal Shiv),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Vijay Kumar
Singh (Master Bhoop
Singh, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai).

Himani Shivpuri,
Katori Amma in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
says, “I have a strong con-
nection with the Sanskrit.
My father taught Sanskrit
and Hindi at Doon School,
one of the premier univer-

sities in India. Although it
was a boys' school, I was
allowed to attend since I
was the teacher's daugh-
ter. My fascination with
Sanskrit words began
when I saw my father, also
a writer, referring mother
as "Matri," a word found in
all major languages. My

father was a proponent of
languages and ensured we
excelled in knowing our
ancient language.
Sanskrit is universally
recognized as the lan-
guage containing the earli-
est literature in the world.
It has been established as
one of the ancient branch-
es of the Indo-European
family of languages.
Modern North Indian lan-
guages are derived from it,
and even the South Indian
languages use many
Sanskrit words. But with
time, the language seems
to be losing its charm in
the educational spectrum,
and we must do our bit to
preserve this ancient
treasure.” Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about the cultural
importance of Sanskrit 
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Cape Town, Aug 11 (PTI):

Afghanistan's star spin-
ner Rashid Khan, South
African pace spearhead
Kagiso Rabada and dash-
ing English batter Liam
Livingstone are among the
five direct signings of MI
Cape Town which will
take part in the inaugural
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) T20 League.

The talented Dewald
Brevis, who played for
Mumbai Indians in IPL
along with England all-
rounder Sam Curran are
the other two direct sign-

ings of the franchise.
For the record, Rashid

plays for Gujarat Titans,
Rabada and Livingstone
for Punjab Kings and
Curran last played for CSK
in the Indian Premier
League.

MI-Cape Town has thus
signed three overseas play-
ers, 1 capped South
African and 1 uncapped
South African.

With our direct player
signings, we have taken
the first step towards
building the MI philoso-
phy - having a strong core
around which the team

will be planned. I am glad
to welcome Rashid,
Kagiso, Liam, Sam and
happy to have Dewald con-
tinue with us on this new
journey," team owner
Akash Ambani said.

CSK-owned franchise
ropes in Faf du Plessis

Former South Africa
captain Faf du Plessis has
been roped in by the
Johannesburg franchise
owned by IPL giants
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) as their marquee
signing for the inaugural
edition of the Cricket
South Africa (CSA) T20

League, according to a re-
port. Du Plessis, who
played for the Royal
Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) in the IPL last sea-
son, was part of the CSK
from 2011 to 2021, except
for 2016 and 2017 when the
team was suspended.

Wednesday was the last
day for the direct acquisi-
tion of players for the six-
team upcoming league.

The inaugural edition of
the CSA T20 League is
scheduled to be played in
January-February 2023
and all the six franchises
in the tournament have
been acquired by current
IPL team owners.

Apart from CSK owning
the Johannesburg-based
franchise, MI Cape Town
is the sister franchise of
Mumbai Indians and the
teams from Durban,
Gqeberha (formerly Port
Elizabeth), Paarl and
Pretoria are owned by
Lucknow Super Giants,
Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Rajasthan Royals and
Delhi Capitals respective-
ly.

The CSK-owned
Johannesburg franchise is
also believed to have roped
in England all-rounder
Mooen Ali as one of its
marquee players, accord-
ing to Cricbuzz.

Rashid, Rabada, Livingstone
to play for ‘MI Cape Town’

Montreal, Aug 11 (AP):

Nick Kyrgios beat top-
ranked defending champi-
on Daniil Medvedev 6-7 (2),
6-4, 6-2 in the National
Bank Open.

Krygios, the Australian
ranked 37th, won last week
in Washington for his sev-
enth ATP Tour title.
Medvedev won last week
in Los Cabos, Mexico.

Today I had a very clean
objective of how I was
going to play, a lot of serve-
and-volley, a lot of aggres-
sive play from the back,
Kyrgios said.

I executed better than he
did, that's all it comes
down to. He won the first
set and I feel like I had op-
portunities there as well,
so hopefully I can just keep
this rolling.

Kyrgios is 3-1 against
Medvedev and has won 14
of 15 matches, with the
loss coming to Novak
Djokovic in the
Wimbledon final.

He played very well,
Medvedev said.

The only thing that was
a shame for me is that I
played him so early be-
cause he is fit. He's among

the top 10 or 15 players, so
he will soon be a seeded
player. It's a shame to have
such a player as an oppo-
nent in the first (match).

Earlier, American
Tommy Paul beat second-
seeded Carlos Alcaraz of
Spain 6-7 (4), 7-6 (7), 6-3.

I felt the pressure of
being the second seed in
this tournament and
world No. 4, Alcaraz said.

It's the first time I've felt
this pressure and I could-
n't handle it.

Also, fourth-seeded
Casper Ruud of Norway
beat Alex Molcan of

Slovakia 7-6 (3), 6-3; sixth-
seeded Montrealer Felix
Auger-Aliassime edged
Japan's Yoshihito
Nishioka 7-6 (6), 6-4; No. 7
Jannik Sinner of Italy
topped Adrian Mannarino
of France 2-6, 6-4, 6-2; and
No. 8 Hubert Hurkacz of
Poland beat Emil
Ruusuvuori of Finland 6-
3, 6-7 (4), 6-2.

No. 9 Cameron Norrie of
Britain beat Botic van de
Zandschulp of the
Netherlands 6-1, 6-2, and
10th-seeded Taylor Fritz
beat fellow American
Frances Tiafoe 5-7, 6-1, 6-4.

Monaco, Aug 11 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
silver medallist long
jumper Murali
Sreeshankar finished sixth
in his debut Diamond
League meeting here with
a below-par 7.94m effort.

Six days after winning a
historic silver at the
Birmingham CWG,
Sreeshankar competed in
his much-anticipated
maiden Diamond League
but was far from his best in
a strong field under condi-
tions not very ideal for
jumping on Wednesday
night. Most of the 10
jumpers faced headwind of
above 1m/s in the first
round but it got better as
the competition pro-
gressed. Sreeshankar had
won silver in the CWG six
days ago with a best jump
of 8.08m. He has a season's
and personal best of 8.36m.

He had finished seventh
in the World
Championships in Eugene,
USA, last month with a
best jump of 7.96m.

The 23-year-old opened
with a 7.61m under a
1.5m/s headwind. He bet-
tered it to 7.84m and then
followed it by 7.83m.

From sixth in the first
round, he slipped to eight
after the third and just
about squeezed into the top
eight to save himself from
elimination.

Sreeshankar had 7.69m
in his fourth attempt and
7.94m in his fifth to leave

him at the sixth spot.
Under the revised 'Final
Three' rule of the Diamond
League, only the top three
get the sixth and last at-
tempt. Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist Maykel
Masso of Cuba won the
event with a best effort of
8.35m.

World Championships
silver medallist and reign-
ing Olympic champion
Miltiadis Tentoglou of
Greece (8.31m) finished
second ahead of Marquis
Dendy (8.31m) of USA
though both had identical
best jumps.

Tentoglou had two 8.30m
jumps as his second best
while Dendy had 8.30m and
8.17m as second and third
best jumps. The 2019 World
Championships gold
medallist Tajay Gayle of
Jamaica was fourth with a
best of 8.06m while world
indoor silver medallist
Thobias Montler of
Sweden was fifth with a
best effort of 7.96m.

Sreeshankar's next event
could be in Lausanne,
Switzerland as he has said
he has entered his name
for World Athletics Tour
silver label event there on
August 30.

Kingston, Aug 11 (AP):

A solid innings of 47 by
returning captain Kane
Williamson and a dashing
33 from 15 balls by Jimmy
Neesham propelled New
Zealand to a 13-run win
over the West Indies in the
first of three Twenty20
cricket internationals.

Neesham struck three
fours from the last three
balls and 23 runs from the
last over of the innings as
New Zealand made 185-5
after being sent in to bat at
Sabina Park on
Wednesday.

Left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner took 3-19
as New Zealand restricted
the West Indies to 172-7 in
20 overs.

There was a lot of spin
which was a big surprise,
said Santner, who was
voted player of the match.

I think the lengths are
key against these guys.
They can hit you pretty
far, so back of a length
worked today and as a unit
we were able to pick up
wickets which was pretty

key. New Zealand's innings
had two parts, separated
by a lengthy rain break.

Openers Martin Guptill
and Devon Conway gave

the tourists a strong start,
putting on 63 for the first
wicket. But the pair fell to
consecutive deliveries
from Odean Smith, who

went on to take career-best
T20 figures of 3-32.

Guptill fell to a brilliant
one-handed catch by
Shimron Hetmeyer, who
was backed up against the
boundary at deep point,
while Conway's innings of
43 from 29 ended when he
top-edged a catch to wick-
etkeeper Devon Thomas.

The rain came in the
12th over with New
Zealand on 95-2 and
Williamson at the crease
with Glenn Phillips.
Players were off the field
for almost two hours and
when play resumed New
Zealand immediately lost
Phillips for 17.

The New Zealand in-
nings briefly lost momen-
tum but Williamson re-es-
tablished the impetus of
the innings by taking 33
runs from his next 18 de-
liveries.

He finally was out to an-
other brilliant catch on the
boundary, this time from
Hayden Walsh who dashed
from mid-wicket to pocket
a comfortable catch at
speed.

Toronto, Aug 11 (AP):

Serena Williams wore
her game face when she
stepped out into the stadi-
um for her first match
since telling the world she
is ready to leave profes-
sional tennis.

Greeted by a standing
ovation, the 23-time Grand
Slam champion didn't
smile. She didn't wave. She
took a sip from a plastic
bottle as she walked in.
Some folks in the crowd
captured the moment with
the cameras on their cell-
phones. Others held aloft
handrawn signs oh, so
many signs with mess-
sages such as "Queen" or
"Thank you."

No one knows exactly
how many more matches
Williams will play before
she puts her rackets away
for good, and the 40-year-
old American exited the
National Bank Open on
Wednesday night with a 6-
2, 6-4 loss to Belinda

Bencic. While there were
some familiar fist pumps
and yells of "Come on!"
during competition, it was
only afterward that
Williams really allowed
her feelings to show, her
voice shaking and her eyes
welling during an on-court
interview when Bencic
ceded the spotlight.

"A lot of emotions, obvi-
ously," Williams told spec-
tators who offered her en-
couragement throughout
the clear, 75-degree
evening. The second-
round match at the hard-
court tuneup for the U.S.
Open came a day after she
announced "the count-
down has begun" on her
playing career, saying she
wants to have another
child and pursue business
interests. She did not state
precisely what her last
event will be, but did make
it sound as if her final
farewell will come at the
U.S. Open, which begins
Aug. 29 in New York.

Dubai, Aug 11 (PTI):

Sri Lanka legend
Mahela Jayawardene has
picked Pakistan captain
Babar Azam as the crick-
eter who, he believes, can
dethrone England's Joe
Root as top Test batter.

Root has been ruling the
roost at the top of the Test
rankings since June, with
the Englishman enjoying

a fine World Test
Championship, and in a
rich vein of form under
new coach Brendon
McCullum.

The former England
captain has scored more
runs than any other play-
er since the turn of the
decade, and deservedly
claimed the ICC Men's
Test Player of the Year
award in 2021.

"Tough one!"
Jayawardena said on the
latest episode of The ICC
Review, when asked who
can dethrone Root from
the top spot.

"I would say Babar
Azam has an opportunity.
He's been consistent in all
three formats and it shows
in his rankings. He's a nat-
urally gifted player, plays
in all conditions, he's got

the game to adapt as well.
"It depends on the

amount of cricket, who's
playing when and how
much but the Babar might
be the guy."

Babar is the only player
in the top three in the bat-
ters' rankings in all three
formats, occupying the
top spot in each of the
white-ball formats and
currently ranked No.3 in
Tests.

"T20Is and ODIs, it is
tough one to hold on to be-
cause there are a lot of
good players who have to
be consistent,"
Jayawardene said.

"I would put my money
on him at least for a little
while to hold to all three
but there are some good
quality players around
who will keep pushing
him."

Asked what makes
Babar such a special play-
er, Jayawardene said he
was most impressed by
the amount of time the
Pakistan skipper has
while at the crease.

"(I) think it is just the
technique, the time that
he has and the composure
that he has out there in
the middle," the former
Sri Lanka captain said.

"He's not rattled at any
time, whether he plays
T20Is, ODIs or Tests, he
adjusts quite brilliantly.

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):

Legendary Sachin Tendulkar's
son Arjun is all set to leave
Mumbai and in all likelihood
will ply his trade for south-
western neighbours Goa in the
next domestic season.
The 22-year-old left-arm
pacer, who has also been a
part of IPL franchise Mumbai
Indians, have played two
games for Mumbai, during the
2020-21 edition of Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy against
Haryana and Puducherry
respectively.
It has been learnt that
Tendulkar junior has already
applied for No Objection
Certificate (NoC) from his
home association MCA.
"Getting maximum game time
on the ground is important for
Arjun at this juncture of his
career. We believe that the
shift will improve the probabil-
ity of Arjun featuring in more
competitive matches. He is
embarking on a new phase of
his cricketing career," SRT
Sports Management said in a
statement.
Tendulkar has played two
'Tests' for the India U-19
against Sri Lanka, three sum-
mers back and has featured in

the Mumbai probables for the
white ball leg of the domestic
season even this time.
For Tendulkar, the biggest dis-
appointment has been getting
dropped from the Mumbai
squad this season without
being given a chance to prove
his mettle.
People who have monitored
his progress feel that the
youngster has the right atti-
tude and work ethic but does
need consistent game time to
showcase what he is capable
of. He has recently been a part
of Mumbai Indians' develop-
mental squad that played a lot
of T20 games in England.

Babar Azam can dethrone Root
as top Test batter: Jayawardene 

Nick Kyrgios beats  Daniil
Medvedev in Montreal

Arjun Tendulkar seeks NoC
from Mumbai, likely to

play for Goa next season

Sreeshankar finishes 6th in
Diamond League debut in Monaco

NZ beats West Indies by 13 runs in 1st T20 game
Kane Williamson, of New
Zealand, hits 6 during the 
first T20i match between 

West Indies and New Zealand
at Sabina Park in Kingston,

Jamaica.

Serena loses 1st match since
saying she’s prepared to retire

Rauf Azhar’s footprints present in
Kandahar hijacking to Pulwama attack

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Jaish-e-Mohammed's
Abdul Rauf Azhar, in the
news after China blocked a
proposal at the UN to black-
list him, is believed to be one
of the main conspirators of
the IC-814 Kandahar hijack-
ing of 1999 and also the
Pulwama attack that killed
40 CRPF personnel in 2019.
Since 1999, Rauf Azhar,
brother of Jaish chief

Masood Azhar, has emerged
as the master of optics in
terms of orchestrating most
audacious attacks on Indian
establishments that grabbed
eyeballs across the globe in-
cluding the 2001 attack on
Parliament when a session
was on, the 2005 attack on
makeshift Ayodhya Ram
temple, and the 2016 attack
on forward base of IAF in
Pathankot among others.
Designated as a 'global ter-

rorist' by the US in 2010,
Rauf Azhar sprung on the
terror map in 1999 when the
Indian Airlines flight IC-814
from Tribhuvan
International Airport of
Kathmandu to Delhi was hi-
jacked and taken to Taliban-
controlled Kandhar on
December 24. As the hijack-
ing saga came to an end on
December 31, 1999, security
agencies identified Rauf
Azhar as one of the main

conspirators who had
hatched the plot to secure
the release of his brother
Masood Azhar from Kot
Balwal jail of Jammu, caus-
ing embarrassment to
Indian government. The at-
tacks planned by Rauf
Azhar almost brought India
and Pakistan on the brink of
a war on at least on two oc-
casions -- the Parliament at-
tack and suicide attack on
the CRPF convoy.

Transpilot Adam Harry on DGCA’s fresh guidelines
Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 11 (PTI): 

He had to suffer
endless 'torture' at
home and in the soci-
ety over his gender
but he never let that
sea of sufferings and
harassment kill his
long cherished
dream- to fly aero-
planes.

Adam Harry, the coun-
try's first transpilot, wel-
comed the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) coming out with

new guidelines on assess-
ment of fitness of trans-
gender persons who have
applied for a commercial
pilot license.

With aviation regulator
DGCA now formulating its
first-ever medical guide-
lines for transgenders,
Harry, who almost waged a
lone battle to make this
happen, feels that suffer-
ing and humiliation have
always made him stronger
and determined to chase
his dreams.

Talking to PTI, the 23-

year-old transman from
Kerala said he is "so
happy" over the DGCA's
decision and that it is a
"milestone moment" for
the third gender communi-
ty in India.

"It is not just my victory
alone but that of the entire
trans community who are
tortured and bullied over
their gender despite being
equally capable like other
genders," Harry said.

He said the DGCA's
move would surely pave
way for more transpersons

to come out and pursue
their dream career in the
aviation sector.

The aviation regulator
on Wednesday issued
guidelines for medical ex-
aminers to assess fitness of
transgender persons who
have applied for commer-
cial pilot licence.

The agency had last
month countered media re-
ports that claimed that
Harry has been denied per-
mission by the regulator to
get a commercial pilot li-
cense.

LG orders FIR against 9 retd,
2 serving DDA officials

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has or-
dered an FIR against nine re-
tired and two serving Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) officials in a nine-year-
old case of financial misap-
propriation, officials said on
Thursday.

The LG, who is the DDA
chairman, has also ordered
permanent withdrawal of the
nine retired officials' pension,
they said. "Lt Governor, VK
Saxena, in his capacity as
DDA chairman, has ordered

that an FIR be registered
against the then member (fi-
nance) and the then member
(engineering) of DDA, apart
from nine other officials in a
2013 case of blatant financial
misappropriation and viola-
tion of codal formalities,
Central Public Works
Department Works Manual,"
the official said. 

The nine retired officials
include a chief engineer, a
superintendent engineer and
an executive engineer while
the others were employed in
the finance and accounts de-
partments.

Tharoor to receive France’s
highest civilian award

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

With senior Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor set
to be conferred with
France's highest civilian
award Chevalier de la
Legion d'Honneur, a host
of party leaders congratu-
lated him on the presti-
gious honour.

The French government
is honouring him for his
writings and speeches and
French Ambassador here
Emmanuel Lenain has
written to Tharoor in-
forming him about the
award.

"As one who cherishes
our relations with France,
loves the language and ad-
mires the culture, I am ho-
noured to be recognized in
this way. My gratitude &
appreciation to those who
have seen fit to award me
this distinction," Tharoor
said in response to a tweet
congratulating him on the
award.

Several Congress lead-
ers as well as Congress's
Kerala unit and the state's
Youth Congress unit also
congratulated the MP
from Thiruvanantha-
puram.
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Devotees perform rituals for Janeu or Yajnopavit in the Ganga river on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan festival, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

MASS THREAD CEREMONY

Brahmin community people perform Shravani Upakarma at Manikarnika Ganga Ghat on
the last day of the Shravan month, in Varanasi, Thursday.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS ‘Your energy is infectious’
New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
lauded former Vice
President M
Venkaiah Naidu for
his commitment to
ideology, which drove

him to join a political
party that had little pres-
ence in his state of Andhra
Pradesh, saying his "ener-
gy is infectious".

In a three-page farewell
letter to Naidu, whose
term as the vice president
ended on Wednesday, the
prime minister said, "Your
energy is infectious. It can
be seen in your wit and

wisdom. Your one-lin-
ers are widely ad-
mired. Articulation
has always been
among your greatest
strengths." Recalling
Naidu's strengths,
Modi said from the
small lanes of Nellore
to the vice-presidency,
yours has been an out-
standing and inspiring
journey.

"Whenever any chal-
lenge or setback came, it
only strengthened your re-
solve to go about your work
with even more courage,"
Modi said. Referring to his
chairmanship of Rajya
Sabha, Modi said Naidu

has always been a "stickler
for parliamentary disci-
pline and traditions". "I
know of your personal an-
guish and discomfort
whenever there were un-
seemly disruptions or the
dignity of the Parliament
was lowered in any man-
ner. Whenever you spoke
about it, there was deep
pain in your voice, convey-

ing your worry for the
long-term future of
our nation and the vi-
brancy of the
Parliament," Modi
wrote in the letter ad-
dressed to Naidu as
Venkaiah 'garu' (hon-
orific suffix).

The prime minister said
as the chairman of Rajya
Sabha, Naidu presided over
the House with brilliance.
"Your warm relations with
leaders in the treasury and
opposition benches fur-
thered a spirit of cordiality
in the House. It was heart-
ening to see first-time
members, women, and
younger members get

more opportunities to ex-
press themselves." The
success of your approach
is evident in the record
rise in the Rajya Sabha's
productivity during your
years as the Chairman,
Modi pointed out.

"In the five years gone by,
several historic bills have
been passed and you will
certainly look back at
them with satisfaction. I
am sure the legislations on
Articles 370 and 35(A) (re-
lating to abrogation of cer-
tain sections of Article
370), which were first
tabled in the Rajya Sabha,
would have made you very
proud," he said.
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Modi celebrates
Raksha Bandhan
with daughters of

PMO staff members
New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi celebrated Raksha
Bandhan on Thursday with
the daughters of staff mem-
bers working at his office
tying rakhis on his wrist. He
gave them a tricolour each
for the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
programme. "A very special
Raksha Bandhan with these
youngsters," the prime min-
ister tweeted and posted pic-
tures from the event.
Officials said the daughters
of sweepers, peons, garden-
ers, drivers and other such
members of the staff work-
ing at the Prime Minister's
Office tied rakhis on Modi's
wrist.

Party leaders congratulate him

9-Yr-Old Financial Misappropriation Case

Video of bodybuilder smoking in
SpiceJet  flight surfaces online

New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Thursday ordered an in-
vestigation after a video
showing bodybuilder
Bobby Kataria smoking
on a SpiceJet flight sur-
faced on social media.

The video shows
Kataria -- who has 6.3 lakh
followers on Instagram --
lighting a cigarette on one
of the back rows of a
SpiceJet plane.

Passengers are not al-
lowed to take lighter in
the plane. Passengers are
also not allowed to smoke

in the plane.
SpiceJet said that the

smoking incident took
place in its Dubai-Delhi
flight on January 20 when
passengers were board-
ing the plane and the
cabin crew members
were busy with complet-
ing the on-boarding pro-
cedure.

After investigation, the
airline had put the pas-
senger on "no flying list"
for 15 days in February, it
mentioned.

As per the regulations
of aviation regulator
DGCA, an airline has the
power to ban an "unruly"
passenger for a certain
period of time if he or she
violates any rules.

When the video of this

incident was posted on
Twitter on Thursday,
Scindia responded:
"Investigating it. There
will be no tolerance to-
wards such hazardous be-
haviour."

Sources from the
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)
said on Thursday that the
video of this incident
came to their knowledge
in January this year and
they had then written to
the concerned airline and
subsequently sent a com-
plaint to the police in
Gurugram.

"We understand the po-
lice filed a complaint
against him there (in
Gurugram)," one of the
CISF source said.

LNJP STUDY

‘New Omicron sub-variant
detected in majority of

samples analysed’
New Delhi, Aug 11 (PTI):
A new Omicron sub-vari-
ant has been detected in the
majority of samples taken
from Covid patients in
Delhi as part of a study at
the LNJP Hospital here. A
senior official of the hos-
pital on Thursday said the
samples of these patients
were sent for genome se-
quencing and analysed
this week. More than half
of these samples have
been detected with the
new sub-variant BA 2.75 of
Omicron, he said. Doctors
at the 2,000-bed LNJP
Hospital, the largest
under the Delhi govern-
ment, has been the main-
stay of the capital's fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic since its outbreak
here in March 2020.

Two dead, shops and vehicles 
washed away, roads blocked

Shimla, Aug 11 (PTI): 

Heavy rains
wreaked havoc in
parts of Himachal
Pradesh on Thursday
with two people being
buried alive under de-
bris following a land-
slide in Kullu district,
while shops and vehi-

cles were washed away and
highways blocked by flash
floods in other places.

In Kullu, Chavelu Devi
(55) and Kritika (17) died
when their house at Khadel
village in Sheel gram pan-
chayat of Anni tehsil was
hit by debris following the
landslide around 9 am,
Director of state disaster

management department
Sudesh Mokhta said. In an-
other incident in the dis-
trict, 10 shops and three ve-
hicles were washed away
after a cloudburst hit the
Deuthi gram panchayat in
Anni tehsil around 7.30 am,
he added. An old bus stand
and a panchayat building at

Deuthi are also facing the
risk of being washed away,
and revenue department of-
ficials have reached the spot
to assess the situation, he
added. In Shimla district,
three small cars and a pick-
up vehicle were washed
away during torrential
rains at Diyandali Nullah

in Chopal tehsil, the official
said. In Mandi district, the
Mandi-Kullu national high-
way has been blocked due to
a landslide in the morning,
he said. The Mandi District
Emergency Operation
Centre (DEOC) said the in-
cident occurred at 7 Mile
near Pandoh due to which
National Highway-21 has
been completely blocked.
Vehicular traffic has been
diverted through Kataula.
In Chamba district, a crash-
er, two compressors ma-
chines and a store of a con-
struction company were
washed away in a cloud-
burst incident near Ala
Nullah in Bharmour tehsil,
Mokhta said.
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Swollen Beas river following heavy monsoon rains, in
Mandi district, Thursday.

p Scindia says 
investigating


