
Patent 
PPrraayyaaggrraajj:: The Center of
Food Technology,
Allahabad University, has
received patent for its
‘potato flakes energy bar’
which can meet the
immediate energy needs
of runners, growing chil-
dren and patients with
severe energy deficit. The
patent has been granted
by the Office of the
Controller General of
Patents, Designs &
Trademarks under the
Union commerce and
industry ministry.

Rejoin
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  Former
Haryana Minister Sampat
Singh on Monday rejoined
the Congress in the pres-
ence of senior party
leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and others.
Haryana Congress chief
Udai Bhan and Rajya
Sabha MP Deepender
Hooda were also present
on the occasion.

Electrocuted
MMhhooww::  A kanwaria pilgrim
died of electrocution,
while three others sus-
tained injuries on Monday
after coming in contact
with a high-tension power
line while dancing on top
a vehicle in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district,
police said.

Demand 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Students of
Delhi University’s Faculty
of Law on Monday staged
a protest, demanding
postponement of their
examination and changes
in the date sheet to
ensure a sufficient gap
between two papers. The
students gathered outside
the administration office
of the Campus Law Centre
(CLC) and raised slogans.

Suspended 
AAlliiggaarrhh:: Three students of
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) were on Monday
suspended for allegedly
attempting to abduct a
fellow student, university
officials said. AMU
Proctor Mohamad
Waseem Ali said under-
graduate students Ashraf
Ali, Atif Jamal and Farhan
Ali attempted to abduct
Mohamnad Kashif while
he was coming out of the
examination hall.

WORKSHOP WITH A DIFFERENCE

School students participate in an umbrella painting workshop, organised under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations, in Varanasi, Monday. 
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BRIEF

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah with Union Education

Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and BJP MP

Aparajita Sarangi visits
Lingaraja Temple to offer

prayers to Lord Shiva on the
last Somwar of the holy

month of Shravan, in
Bhubaneswar, Monday.
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Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):

Superstar P V Sindhu and
young gun Lakshya Sen
lived up to expectations by
grabbing gold medals as
India swept the singles
badminton competi-
tion at the
Commonwealth
Games for the
first time, here on
Monday.

India’s sporting
icon Sindhu added a CWG
gold to her already bulging
collection with a convinc-
ing straight game win over
Canada’s Michelle Li.

The world number
seven from India out-
played her 13th ranked op-
ponent 21-15 , 21-13 in front
of a packed crowd at the
NEC arena.

Later in the day, 10th-
ranked Sen came from be-
hind to end Ng Tze Yong’s
giant-killing run in the
competition. The 20-year-
old defeated the world
number 42 from Malaysia

19-21, 21-9, 21-16.
Sen trailed for majority

of the first game but
stayed close to the
Malaysian who had ac-
counted for world champi-
on Yew Kean Loh and

Kidambi Srikanth in his
previous two matches.

Sen made it 19-18 from
16-19 before Yong produced
back-to-back forehand
winners to gain a game
point. Sen misjudged a
baseline call after a gru-
elling rally to hand the ad-
vantage to Yong.

The second game was
one way traffic after Sen
led 11-9 at the interval.
The Indian took 12
points in a row post
the break to level the
final. Yong made a slew of
unforced errors and it
seemed he wanted to pre-
serve energy for the third
game.

Sen was at his attacking
best in the decider and led
until the end. Yong tried
his best to mount a come-
back but Sen was unstop-
pable. He converted his
first match point following
a long rally, leading to a
frenzied celebration that
saw him throw his racket
into the stands.

“It was tense in the
start, I had to work really
hard. Yong also played a
great tournament.
Congratulations to him as
well,” said Sen after a hard
fought contest.

Earlier, the 30-year-old
Michelle had to produce
something special for her
first win against Sindhu in
eight years but the Indian
did not give her a window.
Sindhu was clinical in her
short game and pounced
on the slightest of attack-
ing opportunities.

Michelle had beaten the
2019 World Champion way
back in the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games in
2014.

In the first game,
Michelle was trying to get
points by playing close to
the net while Sindhu sas
the more attacking one.

A smash on Li’s left
made it 7-5 before the
Canadian came with a
drop shot on Sindhu’s
right to make it 7-6.

Sindhu took three
straight points after the in-
terval to stretch her lead to
14-8. Michelle then netted
a regulation forehand
drop, leaving her smiling
in frustration.

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):
Twenty-four candidates
have got the perfect score
in the engineering en-
trance exam JEE-Main, re-
sults of which were an-
nounced on Monday, ac-
cording to the National
Testing Agency.

The top scorers include
two girl students. Results
of five candidates have
been withheld by the
agency for using unfair
means.

Maximum candidates
bagging the top score in
the first edition of JEE-
Main, 2022 are from
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana (5) followed by
Rajasthan (4) and Uttar
Pradesh (2).

One candidate each
from Haryana,
Maharashtra, Assam,
Bihar, Punjab, Kerala,
Karnataka and
Jharkhand, has bagged
the perfect score. The top
scorers from Telangana
are Rupesh Biyani,
Dheeraj Kurukunda, Jasti
Yashwanth V V S, Busa
Siva Naga Venkata Aditya
and Aniket
Chattopadhyay. Menda

Hima Vamsi, Koyyana
Suhas, Palli Jalajakshi,
Penikalapati Ravi Kishore
and Polisetty Karthikeya
are the top scorers from
Andhra Pradesh. The top
scorers from Rajasthan
are Krishna Sharma,
Mayank Motwani and
Parth Bhardwaj.

Other candidates who
scored 100 are Sarthak
Maheshwari (Haryana),
Kushagra Srivastava
(Jharkhand), Mrinal Garg
(Punjab), Sneha Pareek
(Assam), Boya Harsen
Sathvik (Karnataka) and
Saumitra Garg and
Kanishka Sharma from
Uttar Pradesh.

Sikar (Rajasthan), Aug
08 (PTI): Three women
were killed in a stampede
outside the district’s
Khatu Shyamji temple
when people waiting in
queues tried to rush in as
its doors opened in the
early hours of Monday.

Four others were in-
jured in the incident on a
day when tens of thou-
sands of people from
Rajasthan and neighbour-
ing states were headed to
the famous temple to mark
Gyaras or Ekadashi .

Sikar Collector Avichal
Chaturvedi said close to
one lakh people were out-
side the main gate, queu-
ing up after the doors

closed the previous night.
The stamped took place

a little before 4.30 a.m.
There was rush to enter
and a woman fell, trigger-
ing the brief stampede

that also killed two others,
according to officials.

Prima facie, they died of
suffocation but the exact
cause of death will be
clear after post-mortem,

Chaturvedi told reporters.
The incident is unfortu-

nate. The women fell due
to the pressure of the
crowd in their line. The
lines for the entry to the
temple start at different
points and converge at the
entry point, he said.

Superintendent of
Police K Rashtradeep said
a 63-year-old woman who
suffered from a heart ail-
ment collapsed. Two
women behind her too fell
due to the rush.

Victim Shanti Devi’s
brother Mangat Ram was
among those in the queue.

“The stampede took
place as soon as the temple
opened for prayers.

JJaammmmuu//DDooddaa,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Monday car-
ried out searches at multiple
places in Jammu and Doda dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir
against members of the
banned Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI)
in a terror-funding case, offi-
cials said. Simultaneous raids
were conducted at seven
premises of JeI office-bearers
and members in different parts
of the two districts in the early
hours of Monday, they said.

“NIA conducted searches at
premises of six suspects in
Doda and one in Jammu in the
case pertaining to JeI, which
even after its declaration as an
unlawful association in 2019,
continues to raise funds in var-
ious forms purportedly for

charitable purposes,” an NIA
spokesperson said. The NIA
said the searches led to the
recovery of incriminating liter-
ature, receipts of funds raised
by JeI, bank and property-relat-
ed documents, and electronic
devices.

Official sources said the
raids were carried out at
Dhara-Gundana, Munshi
Mohalla, Akramband, Nagri Nai
Basti, Kharoti Bhagwah,
Thalela and Malothi Bhalla in
Doda district and Bhatindi in
Jammu. The searches were
carried out in a case related to
terror funding, they said.

The case, registered by NIA
suo motu on February 5 last
year, pertains to the activities
of the Jamaat-e-Islami mem-
bers who have been collecting

funds domestically and abroad
through donations, particularly
in the form of ‘Zakat, Mowda
and Bait-ul-Mal’ purportedly to
further charity and other wel-
fare activities but are using the
money for “violent and seces-
sionist” activities.

According to the NIA, the
funds being raised by JeI are
also channelised to proscribed
terrorist organisations such as
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Lashkar-
e-Taiba and others through
well-organised networks of
Jamaat-e-Islami cadre.

“JeI has also been motivat-
ing impressionable youth of
Kashmir and recruiting new
members (Rukuns) in the
Union territory to participate in
disruptive secessionist activi-
ties,” the NIA had said.

Surajpur, Aug 08: Police
have arrested the 45-year-
old principal of a private
school in Surajpur district
for allegedly molesting
two minor girl students,
an official said on Monday.

The two students of
Classes 5 and 7 informed
their parents after reach-
ing home last week that
the principal allegedly mo-
lested them in his office
chamber, Kotwali Station
House Officer Prakash
Rathore said.

The parents lodged a
complaint following which
the police arrested the
principal on Saturday, he
said. The accused was
booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code and the Protection of

Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the
official said. The school
owner also complained to
police against parents of
some students for alleged-
ly thrashing him, after the
incident came to light, he
said. A probe was on into
the matter, he added.

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):

Parliament Monday
passed a bill to convert the
National Rail and
Transportation University,
a deemed-to-be university,
into Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya, an au-
tonomous central institu-
tion.

The Central
Universities (Amendment)
Bill, which also seeks to
expand the scope of the
University from beyond
the railways to cover the
entire transport sector to
support the ambitious
growth and modernisa-
tion in the field, was
passed by a voice vote after
a brief discussion. The bill
was passed by the Rajya

Sabha by a voice vote. It
was cleared by the Lok
Sabha last week, also by a
voice vote.

Union Railways and
Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
sponded to the debate on
the bill on Monday in the
Upper House.

“Railways’ national
training institute is estab-
lished in Gujarat. This
university covers the en-
tire transport sector.
Railway plays an impor-
tant role in that,”
Vaishnaw said.

He said several campus-
es of the university will be
set up in various parts of
the country and children
will be able to take admis-
sion.

The minister said the
bill has provision to use
the existing training infra-
structure.

He said the railways,
metro and transportation
sector is a very complex
sector and many disci-
plines including mechani-
cal, electrical, telecommu-
nications, signalling and
civil come together to run
the railway system.

“This is a public univer-
sity. Already, the Ministry
of Railways has made pro-
vision of Rs 166 crore in
the budget plus there is an-
other budget being worked
out for the construction of
the building. This is going
to be a publically funded
university,” Vaishnaw
said.

MMuummbbaaii::  A special court here on
Monday remanded Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut to 14-day judi-
cial custody in a money launder-
ing case linked to alleged irreg-
ularities in the redevelopment of
a Mumbai ‘chawl’. The court
allowed Raut’s plea for home
food and medicines, but refused
to pass an order on his prayer
for bedding. The judge said as
per the prison manual, jail
authorities make adequate bed
arrangements. The
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which had arrested the Sena
Rajya Sabha member on August
1, said during the course of cus-
todial interrogation, Raut did
not explain about his involve-
ment into the alleged crime. The

release of the accused at this
stage will hamper the investiga-
tion, the probe agency said in its
application. “Being a very influ-
ential person, against whom
allegations of threatening of the
witnesses have surfaced, it is
apprehended that he may tamp-
er with the evidence and ensure
the trail of proceeds of crime is
completely obfuscated,” it said.

UGC-NET phase 2
postponed

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The second phase of
the University Grants
Commission-National Eligibility
Test has been postponed and will
be conducted between September
20 and 30, a top official said on
Monday. It was earlier scheduled
to be conducted between August
12 and 14. “The National Testing
Agency (NTA) conducted the first
phase of UGC-NET December 2021
and June 2022 (merged cycles)
examination on July 9, 11 and 12,
2022 for 33 subjects in 310 exami-
nation centres located in 225 cities
across the country,” UGC chair-
man M Jagadesh Kumar said.
“Second phase was earlier sched-
uled to be held on 12, 13 and 14
August 2022. However, now the
final phase examination of
UGC-NET December 2021 and
June 2022 (merged cycles) has
been scheduled to be conduct-
ed between 20 and 30
September 2022, involving 64
subjects,” he said.

Chennai, Aug 08 (PTI):

An idol of Goddess
Parvati, which went miss-
ing from the
N a d a n a p u r e s h w a r a r
Sivan Temple at
T h a n d a n t h o t t a m ,
Kumbakonam, half a cen-
tury ago, was traced to
New York, said the Tamil
Nadu Idol Wing CID on
Monday. The idol was
found at the Bonhams
Auction House, New York,
the CID said.

Though a complaint was
given to the local police in
1971 and an FIR registered
by the idol wing on a com-
plaint from an individual

K Vasu in February 2019,
the case was pending since
then. It received attention
only recently after the Idol
Wing Inspector M Chitra
took up the investigation,
started browsing for the
Parvati idols of the Chola
period in various muse-
ums and auction houses
abroad.

After a thorough search,
she found the idol at the
Bonhams Auction house.

The copper-alloy idol of
the Chola period circa 12
century measures about 52
cm in height and is valued
at US$ 212,575 (about Rs
1,68,26,143), a release from
the Idol Wing said.

Idol of Goddess Parvati
stolen from temple 

Traced to US after 50 years

Parl passes Gati Shakti Bill MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Court remands Raut 
to 14-day judicial custody

School principal arrested
for molesting 2 girl students

About the incident
The two students of Classes 5 and
7 informed their parents after
reaching home last week that the
principal allegedly molested them
in his office chamber. The parents
lodged a complaint following
which the police arrested the prin-
cipal on Saturday.The accused
was booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code and
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Three killed, 4 injured in stampede
Outside temple in Sikar

Inconsolable relatives of a victim after an incident of
stampede at Khatu Shyam Ji temple, in Sikar district of
Rajasthan, Monday.

TERROR-FUNDING CASE

NIA carries out raids against JeI members 

JEE-MAIN RESULTS

24 candidates 
score perfect 100

2.62 lakh qualify for
JEE (Advanced)
A total of around 2.62 lakh
candidates from JEE (Main)
have qualified for the JEE
(Advanced), with the maxi-
mum coming from Uttar
Pradesh followed by
Maharashtra and Telangana.
The registration for the JEE
(Advanced) started on
Monday and the exam is
scheduled for August 28.

GOLDEN DOUBLE FOR INDIA 

Sindhu, Sen grab gold
Sweep singles badminton titles

Lakshya Sen poses for
photos with his gold
medal after winning the
Mens Singles Final
Badminton match. 

P.V. Sindhu poses for pho-
tos with her gold medal
after winning the
Womens Singles Final
Badminton match. 
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Governor attends third National
Executive meeting 

Raipur, Aug 08:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey attended the third
National Executive meet-
ing of of the ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ held in
New Delhi. The meeting
was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister  Amit
Shah, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla, Defense
Minister  Rajnath Singh,
Governors of all states,
Chief Ministers and other
eminent personalities and
artists from various
fields. In the meeting, the

Secretary of the Central
Culture Department in-
formed about the activi-
ties done so far under the
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ and apprised
everyone about the fur-

ther action plan. It is to be
known that under the
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, various pro-
grams and activities are
being organized across
the country.

IIT Bhilai celebrates its 7th Foundation Day
Raipur, Aug 08: Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bhilai celebrated its
7th Foundation Day with
joy and fanfare. It also pre-
sented the institute with
an occasion to reflect on
its inception and contem-
plate on the significant de-
velopments since then.

The function com-
menced with a lamp light-
ing ceremony followed by
the Saraswati Vandana
and felicitation of the dig-
nitaries. The chief guest
on the occasion was Prof.
Nitin M. Nagarkar,
Director, AIIMS Raipur. K.
V e n k a t a r a m a n a n ,
Chairman of the Board of
Governors, IIT Bhilai,
graced the occasion as the

guest of honour.
In his welcome address,

Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, spoke
about the achievements of
IIT Bhilai and the remark-
able journey behind it. He
acknowledged the efforts

of the faculty and staff
members in overcoming
the initial constraints and
challenges that a new in-
stitute faces. Among the
institute’s achievements,
he spoke about the high
placement percentage

which has led to several
alumni of IIT Bhilai to be-
come well established.
Today, the institute is
proud to have 900 students,
state of the art equipment
and innovative education
techniques. Shri K.
Venkataramanan ad-
dressed the audience by
highlighting the impor-
tance of social activities
and sports. He hailed the
association of AIIMS
Raipur with IIT Bhilai as a
great move towards inno-
vation. He also added that
the foundation day is
when we respect the
achievements of the past
and also ready ourselves
for the challenges of the
future. Prof. Nitin M.

Nagarkar and Prof. Rajat
Moona released the ‘IIT
Bhilai: In Press 2021-22’
magazine highlighting the
Institute’s achievements
published by the press
over the past year. They
also presented awards to
the best performing em-
ployees of the year. The
winners were commended
for their hard work, and
all the institute members
present were encouraged
to perform their duties
with pride and dedication.

The vote of thanks was
delivered by Dr. Sonal Jha,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Liberal
Arts and the function con-
cluded with the national
anthem.

Family members reach thana along
with body of auto driver 

Raipur, Aug 08: A youth
was murdered in BSUP
colony in Bhatagaon here
on Monday. It was just
two-days back that the
same youth was attacked
and was undergoing
treatment in a private
hospital. On Monday the
youth had died and the
family members reached
thana along with the
body of the youth and de-
manded action against
those who attacked him
and gheraoed the thana
and the wife of the de-
ceased was all in tears
and demanding justice.
This hampered work in
thana for about two-
hours today.

The youth named Ajay
Tandi used to work as

auto driver and the peo-
ple from Bhatagaon area
informed that a youth
from Bhatagaoon along
with three others at-
tacked against Ajay
Tandi on night of Aug 6
at around 3:00 am, early

in the morning. He was
badly beaten with wood-
en bat, that he turned half
unconscious and then he
was taken to the hospital.

The local people in-
formed that the youth
who attacked Tandi were

involved in intoxication
and other drugs and had
demanded cash from
Ajay Tandi for the same.
Earlier there was similar
controversy over his mo-
bile phone as well. After
this he was attacked late
at night entering inside
his house. The Police has
not been able to find any
clue in this regard and
has taken only 1 youth
who was involved in the
attack into arrest and is
holding inquiry with
him.

The youth living near
Ajay’s residence in-
formed that the attackers
made video of the beat-
ing the youth Ajay and in-
formed that they were
keeping knife as well and
were instigating each
other to stab him. By put-
ting the same on the so-
cial media, they are try-
ing to create threat in the
mind  of others.

AIIMS-R conducts first AHA certified
course in Basic Life Support

Raipur, Aug 08: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences conducted
American Heart
Association (AHA) certi-
fied Basic Life Support
(BLS) and Advanced
Cardiovascular Life
Support (ACLS) work-
shop. This international-
ly recognized course en-
sured that 33 participants
can provide CPR in emer-
gencies, which can be ap-
plied in real life. Experts
say that survival depends

on immediately receiving
CPR from someone dur-
ing cardiac arrest.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar congratulated
the Department of
Anaesthesiology for con-
ducting AHA certified
course. ‘AHA is a leader in
resuscitation science, ed-
ucation, and training
worldwide. It provides of-
ficial guidelines for CPR
and ECC. Healthcare pro-
fessionals trust the AHA
for their life-saving train-

ing, he said.
Prof. (Dr.) Alok

Chandra Agrawal, Dean
(Academics), highlighted
the role of training in real
life. The participants
were trained on how to
provide Basic Life
Support to a victim who
had cardiac arrest out of
the hospital and how to
provide Advanced
Cardiovascular Life
Support to a victim of
cardiac arrest inside the
hospital. They were also

trained regarding how to
provide medical support
to a drowning victim and
how to remove a foreign
body from a victim who
has choking. They were
trained regarding how to
recognize signs & symp-
toms of stroke in a person
and provide him medical
help in time.

AHA certified instruc-
tors Prof. (Dr.) Vinay
Pandit, Dr. Sarita
Ramchandani, Dr.
Pradeep Sharma, Dr.
Smita Moitra, and Rimi
(Kolkata) trained the par-
ticipants. Prof. N.K.
Agrawal, HoD, and
Ashish Kumar Kundu
also graced the occasion.
According to Dr.
Ramchandani, the AHA
heart saver course is an
internationally recog-
nized course designed to
prepare students in first
aid, CPR, and the use of
an AED in a safe, timely,
and effective manner.

Collector hears public grievances at
Janchaupal, takes steps for redressal

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Raipur District
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure today resolved the
applications related to the
grievances of the people who
came from different parts of
the district at ‘Janchaupal’ pro-
gramme. After examining the
applications submitted by the
people, necessary instructions
were also given to the con-
cerned officials over the
phone. More than 40 applica-
tions were received at
Janchaupal. Shatrughan
Banjare of Nagar Panchayat
Koonra submitted an applica-
tion to provide benefits of the
Prime Minister’s Samman
Nidhi. Residents of Rawatpura
Phase-2 Mathpuraina raised
issue of obstruction of main
road built for the public in the
area.  Pankaj Dodwani of Tilda
submitted an application
seeking removal of the stay
order passed by the Tehsildar.

Similarly, the residents of
Nagar Panchayat Koonra
Ward-14 submitted applica-
tion for allotment of residen-
tial patta. The Collector talked
of taking action as per the
rules on a demand for rein-
statement to the post of
Anganwadi assistant of
Birgaon.

Ramesh Patel, resident of
Arang submitted application
seeking action to remove

encroachment from govern-
ment grass land. He said that
encroacher illegally construct-
ed commercial complext after
encroaching government
grass land. Shanta Kosaria of
Mandir Hasaud submitted an
application seeing rights over
father’s property. The
Collector directed the con-
cerned officers to take action
on the applications submitted
as per rules.

Chandrakar is facing ‘loss
of memory’: CM

Raipur, Aug 08: CM
Bhupesh Baghel on his re-
turn from tour to Delhi
and HP said that he met
the newly elected
President of India, PM
and Home Minister in
Delhi. Taking part in the
NITI Aayog meeting he
put forth hosts of demand
and urged to clear the Rs
13000 crore amount of the
tax at the earliest. Along
with this he also held talks
with PCC State in-Charge
PL Punia and held talks on
various issues related to
Chhattisgarh.

CM speaking to section
of media persons in-

formed that he raised de-
mand to pay back the Coal
Royalty amount of Rs 4000
crore and to ensure that
businessman and produc-
ers in Chhattisgarh can
get benefit he urged to
start Cargo services.
Baghel informed that
state’s Godhan Nyay
Yojana is being discussed
at national-level and it will
be implemented in state’s
like UP and MP and after
this the BJP leaders of

Chhattisgarh are in dilem-
ma.

Commenting upon rise
in number of Swine flu
cases, Baghel said that
many viruses are present
in the atmosphere during
rainy season and even
there is threat of Dengue
and Malaria in this season
and asked all to remain on
the alert.

On asking about pro-
posed polls in HP, Baghel
claimed that party is in
strong position in
Himachal and there is
anti-incumbency against
the ruling party and added
that if all contest together
then the party will defi-
nitely achieve success.

Targetting on the Tweet
related to naxal rally by
Ajay Chandrakar, CM

Baghel said that Ajay
Chandrakar has fallen
prey of ‘loss of memory’
and added that during
term of last government
how many rallies used to
be taken out, he does not
remember. Naxalites are
on the back-foot and this
programme was held in
the remote interior areas.

On asking about partici-
pation in the party’s
‘Padyatra’ on occasion of
‘A z a d i - k a - A m r u t
Mahotsav’, CM informed
that on occasion of
Tribal’s day, he will stay in
Raipur, Bilaspur tomor-
row and would leave for
Jharkhand to take part in
the programme in Ranchi.
It is after coming back he
would take part in differ-
ent ‘Padyatras’.

Scout guide improves the spirit of discipline
and patriotism: Dr. Premsai 

Raipur, Aug 08: State
level meeting of Bharat
Scout Guide was held in
the auditorium of Circuit
House on Monday in
which the cadets were
made aware of the activi-
ties and responsibilities of
the Scout Guide. President
Bharat Scouts and Guides
Council and Minister
School Education State
Administration, Dr.
Premsai Singh said that
the scout guide teaches dis-
cipline in children with pa-
triotism.

Along with education,

such activity definitely
moves the students for-
ward. He said that its ac-
tion plan would be
strengthened by establish-
ing coordination with
scout guides from all
schools. Tekam said that
the activities of scout

guide in every school have
to be associated with the
children so that the spirit
of social service, discipline
and patriotism can be de-
veloped through scout
guide in the society.

The scouting of
Chhattisgarh state has an

important contribution in
our country. Various pro-
grams are held every year
in the state. About 2 thou-
sand children from
Education Department and
Tribal Welfare Department
are going to Panchmarhi,
Kullu Manali, Darjeeling
and doing disaster man-
agement and adventure
courses free of cost every
year. Programs like
Trekking, Cub Bulbul
Utsav, Rally are also contin-
uing in the state level.

The Minister further
said that the Tricolor cam-
paign is being run by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
from  August 11th to 17th
under the Amrit Mahotsav
of Independence. In which
scout guide, rover-ranger
scoute and guider celebrat-

ed 75th anniversary by
hoisting the tricolor in
their respective homes in
full scout guide uniform
and make others aware to
hoist the tricolor flag.

Satyanarayan Sharma,
National Vice President,
Rajesh Agarwal Executive
President, Krishna Swamy,
Director, National
Headquarters New Delhi,
Kanhaiya Agrawal, Vice
President Bharat Scouts
and Guides, Chandra
Prakash Bajpai, Vice
President, Mrs. Anita
Raote, Mrs. Shashi
Chandrakar, Mrs. Mamta
Rai, Kailash Kumar Soni,
Ankit Bagbahra, Mukesh
Chandrakar, Suresh
Shukla and members of
Bharat Scouts and Guides
Chhattisgarh were present.

SACRED THREADS

Girl and women are selecting among variety of colourful threads for their brothers for the festival of
‘Rakshabandhan’ in coming days.

State Council meet-
ing of Bharat Scouts
and Guides con-
cludes

On his Tweet over
massive rally by the
naxalites

Creates scene at
the thana, demands
justice

Of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’
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World Breastfeeding Week observed at JLNHRC 
Bhilai, Aug 08: World
Breastfeeding Week was ob-
served at SAIL-BSP's
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital
and Research Centre from
August 01 to August 07, 2022.
The week is observed with
the aim of promoting
breastfeeding and improv-
ing the health of children
around the world. It is cele-
brated by 170 countries to
protect, promote and sup-
port breastfeeding.

World Breastfeeding
Week was first celebrated in
1992 by WABA (World
Alliance for Breast feeding
Action) and is now observed
in over 170 countries by
UNICEF, WHO and their
partners including individu-
als, organizations, and gov-
ernments. WABA itself
have been formed on
February 14, 1991, with the
goal to re-establish a global
breastfeeding culture and
provide supportfor breast-
feeding everywhere. Every
year Breastfeeding week is
celebrated with a unique
theme. This year's theme is -
--- "Step upfor Breastfeeding:
educate and Support"

The week-long program
was organized as per the
leadership of CMO
Incharge Dr M
Ravindranath and CMO
DrPramod Binayake, under
the guidance of Head of the
Department of Paediatrics
DrSambita Panda, with the
tireless efforts of the duo Dr
Subodh Saha (Additional
CMO& in-charge of
Neonatal unit) and DrNohar
Singh Thakur(Additional

CMO) and team of doctors
of the department of
Paediatrics including Dr
Sanjeevani Patel (Deputy
CMO), Dr Meeta Sachdev
(Deputy CMO),
DrNootanVerma (Assistant
CMO), Dr Kaushik Kishore
( C h i e f
Consultant),DrWrindaSakh
are (Senior Consultant), Dr
Seema Verma (Consultant)
Dr Ruchika Tamrakar
(Senior Medical Officer) and
Post Graduate DNB stu-
dents, studying in the de-
partment . Successful imple-
mentation was ensured with
the cooperation of all stu-
dents, nurses and staff.

On the first day of the pro-
gram, on August 01, a poster
competition was organized
in the OPD complex of
JLNH &RC, in which stu-
dents of various nursing
colleges participated enthu-
siastically.

On the second day of the
program, collaborative
teaching work by senior doc-
tors in Paediatrics OPD and
Obstetric& Gynaecology
OPD about the techniques of
breastfeeding to mothers
and benefits of breastfeed-
ing to the mothers, babies ,

families and societywere
taught.Expert answers were
delivered to queries of
mothers.

During the third day, the
programme was conducted
in online mode, in which the
detailed description of the
plan to make the Neonatal
unit of Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital as a "Baby Friendly
Unit" was presented. All the
doctors of the JLNH & RC
Bhilai actively participated
in this.

The fourth day was organ-
ised in various wards of the
Department of Paediatrics
by team led by Dr Sambita
Panda, Head of the
Department and they taught
the mothers & relatives of
paediatric patients about
the care of the newbornba-
by, breastfeeding, mother's
health& benefits.

The importance of safe
motherhood to mothers in
H-1 &H-2 wards of
Gynaecology and Obstetrics
Department were taught by
a team of neonatal unit doc-
tors , under the leadership
of Dr. Subodh Saha, in-
charge of neonatal depart-
ment,on the fifth day of the
programme. Discussions

were held on the care of ba-
bies, the knowledge of
breastfeeding techniques
and the methodology to
solve the problems faced by
the newborn babies and the
curiosity of the mothers
were dealt with.

On the sixth day of pro-
gram, a quiz competition
was organized for Post-
Graduate DNB students and
a debate competition was or-
ganized among the students
of various Nursing Colleges
of Bhilai.

The welcome address of
the program was presented
by Dr Sambita Panda
(Additional CMO) and the
week long activities for the
whole week was presented
by DrSubodh Saha
(Additional CMO). Prizes
were distributed to the win-
ners of the competition by
the hands of the chief guest
and certificates were dis-
tributed to all the contest-
ants. At the end of the pro-
gram, Dr.Nohar Singh
Thakur (Additional CMO)
thanked all the doctors for
their excellent teamwork
and hospital management
for their cooperation and
support.

DPS Bhilai holds Senior School
Annual Exhibition 2022

Bhilai, Aug 08: Delhi Public
School, Bhilai, held its
Annual Exhibition 2022 the
other day. Its talented stu-
dentsshowcased the hall-
mark of unity in diversity in
India, the country's achieve-
ments in its different sec-
tors, and three-dimensional
(3D) models of various as-
pects of science and technol-
ogy; which cast a spell on the
visitors.

Five stalls displayed the
diverse cultures of different
states of India. The food
items and thedances fasci-
nated the visitors. One stall
showcased India's bounties

of nature and efforts tosave
them. Another stall dis-
played the technological de-
velopments in the agricul-
tural sector.The stall display-
ing space exploration and its
technologies fired the young
with enthusiasm.The one
displaying the projects on ar-
tificial intelligence arrested
each one's imagination.

The biology laboratory
displayed 3D models of the
cell and its organelles, as
also those of aerobic respira-
tion. The physics laboratory
showcased Li-Fi (light fideli-
ty), a futuristic technology,
in addition to showcasing

several other models relat-
ing to magnetism and opti-
cal illusion. The chemistry
laboratory showcased the
uses of chemistry in every-
day life. Thedepartment of
computer science gave sev-
eral PowerPoint presenta-
tions on the theme EkBharat
Shreshtha Bharat.

Lippan art, mandala art,
Bastar art, Madhubani
painting, and the works of
terracotta made by some stu-
dents in the terracotta sculp-
ture workshop, too, were on
display, separately in the art
exhibition hall. The rangoli
patterns and the carved veg-
etable patterns, too, fascinat-
ed the visitors.

The world of counselling,
through its several exhibits,
tried to educate the visitors
about anger management,
conflict management, sub-
stance abuse, sibling rivalry,
dyslexia, etc.

The school was privileged

to have as the Chief Guest
Anbalagan P, Secretary -
WaterResources and
Tourism & Culture,
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Smt
Alarmelmangai D, Secretary
-Urban Administration &
Development and Finance,
Government of
Chhattisgarh graced the oc-
casionas the Guest of
Honour. The other digni-
taries who graced the occa-
sion were - Smt & Shri
Prabir Kumar Sarkar, Pro-
Vice Chairman, SMC, DPS
Bhilai & CGM (Services),
BSP, Bhilai,Members, SMC,
DPS Bhilai - DN Karan,
CGM (F&A), BSP, Bhilai,
Smt& Shri
SaptarishiSengupta, GM
(RSM), BSP, Bhilai,
RenuVashishta.

All the visitors felt en-
lightened after seeing the
various models and presen-
tations.

BSF conducts tree plantation drive in naxal infested areas
Bhilai, Aug 08: Under
the directions of IG
Indraj Singh (BSF,
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai), tree plantation
drive was conducted by
the 167th and 17th battal-
ions of BSF in its area of
deployment in the naxal
infested areas of Kanker.
Local representatives and
common people are en-
thusiastically participat-
ing in the drives.

On August 06, the
troops of 167th Battalion
led by COB Badgaon
Company Commander
Rajbir Singh planted
about 320 saplings near
the Women Community
Centre in Badgaon.
Jawans and locals led by
COB Madgaon Assistant
Commandant Daan
Singh planted over 305
saplings at village
Tadhur and Salepara.
Troops led by COB
Badejharkata I/c
Company Commander
Inspector Heera Lal

planted over 440 saplings
at Primary School in
Gondpara, Badejharkata
and Devipara. COB
Gumrideeh I/c Company
Commander Inspector
Munish Kumar led the
plantation drive at
Government Higher
Secondary School in vil-
lage Konde where about

300 saplings were planted
by students and locals.
COB Bhuski I/c
Company Commander
Inspector Surender Singh
led the plantation drive at
Primary School and
Aanganwadi of
Bhurkhaguddum and
Schoolpara of Bhuski.
Over 350 saplings were

planted by the students
and locals.

The troops of 17th BSF
Battalion led by COB
Iragaon I/c Company
Commander Inspector
Ravi Kumar accompanied
by the students of Nehru
Hostel, teachers and lo-
cals planted over 210
saplings near Panchayat,

Nehru Hostel and nearby
areas. It needs to be men-
tioned here that BSF con-
ducts tree plantation
drives in its area of de-
ployment every year dur-
ing the monsoons. People
are made aware about the
conservation of environ-
ment and importance of
trees and greenery.

DCC issues instructions for
Azadi Ki Gaurav Yatra

Bhilai, Aug 08: Bhilai
District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar has
issued instructions to all
the Congress party office
bearers and members re-
garding the Azadi ki
Gaurav Yatra which is
scheduled to be held dur-
ing August 09 to 14. The
yatra would cover a dis-
tance of almost 75 kilome-
ters in every Assembly
Constituency. All the party
workers participating in
the yatra will hold the
National Flag in their
hands while they will
hoist the party flag at their
homes. They have been
asked to wear Gandhi Topi
in the procession and raise
patriotic slogans. Local
places of historical and re-
ligious importance would
be included in the route.
They will also visit the
places of freedom fighters
and senior congress lead-

ers. Pamphlets having de-
tails of achievements of
Congress State
Government and the
Public Welfare Schemes
would be distributed.
Pamphlets having details
of Congress's contribution
in the independence move-
ment as well as develop-
ment of the country would
also be distributed.

In Vaishali nagar con-
stituency, the yatra would
commence from Shiv
Temple in Khamhariya on
August 09. The yatra

would cover Junwani,
Panchmukhi Hanuman
Temple, Nehru Nagar,
Kosa Nagar, Dixit Colony,
Sanjay nagar, Islam nagar,
Krishna Nagar, and con-
clude at Radhika Nagar
Kalibari. On August 10,
the yatra would cover
Avanti Bai Square, Kohka,
Purani basti, Pardesi
Chowk, Ravan Bhata,
Laxmi Nagar, Hardware
Line, Bajrang Square,
Gurunanak Nagar and
conclude at Pragati Sport
Club. On August 12, the
yatra would cover Vaishali
nagar, Shanti Nagar,
Kailash nagar, Ghasidas
Nagar and conclude at
Housing Board. On August
13, the yatra would cover
Road No 18, Camp-1 and
conclude at
Baikunthdham Mandir.
On August 14, the yatra
would cover Camp-2 and
conclude near Rajasthan
Hotel in Link Road.

Azadi Ki Gaurav Yatra to begin
from Kolihapuri in Durg (Rural)

Bhilai, Aug 08: Indian
National Congress is
going to take out "Azadi
Ki Gaurav Yatra" in all
the assembly constituen-
cies during August 09 to
15. In Durg (Rural) assem-
bly constituency, the yatra
will be taken out under
the leadership of
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Minister of Home, Jail,
Public Works, Dharmasva
and Tourism. A large
number of people will
participate in this yatra.
The "Azadi Ki Gaurav
Yatra" will move across
different villages of Durg
(rural). Cabinet Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu has re-
quested all the citizens to
actively participate in the
padyatra. The yatra would
visit the residences of
freedom fighters / rela-
tives and senior
Congressmen and honour
them. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Matikala Board President
Balam Chakradhari,
MLA Representative
Keshav Bunty Harmukh,
Block President
Nandkumar Sen,
Mukund Bhau, President
Cooperative Cell Rivendra
Yadav, District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav,
Speaker (Agriculture)
Yogita Chandrakar,
President Janpad

Panchayat Durg
Devendra Deshmukh,
Janpad Vice President
Jhamit Gaikwad,
Municipal Corporation
Risali Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Speaker Keshav
Banchore, all Councilors
of Risali, President Nagar
Panchayat Utai Dikendra
Hirwani, Vice President
Ravindra Verma and
Councilors, Pradesh
Kisan Congress Vice
President Krishna
Devangan, Janpad
Panchayat Durg President
Pukesh Chandrakar,
Member Mandi Board
Tarakeswar Chandrakar,
Farmers Welfare Board
Member Jagdish Deepak
Sahu, Janpad members,
Sarpanch Sangh
President Mukund
Parkar, all Sarpanch, Up
Sarpanch and Panchs,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
members, Gothan

Presidents, office bearers
of all the cells, Youth
Congress, Mahila
Congress, Backward
Classes, Kisan Congress,
NSUI, as well as all the dis-
trict, block office bearers,
booth in-charge, zone in-
charge, sector in-charge
and the Congress party of-
fice bearers will partici-
pate in the padyatra.

The Yatra would com-
mence from the memorial
of Late Chandulal
Chandrakar at village
Kolihapuri on August 09.
The yatra would cover vil-
lages Kolihapuri,
Pisegaon and
Chandkhuri on the first
day. On August 10, the
yatra would cover vil-
lages Konari, Kuthrel
and Anda. On August 11,
the yatra would cover
villages Anda, Risama,
Chirpoti and
Manchadur. On August
12, the yatra would cover
villages Manchadur,
Ghughasidih, Khopli
and Utai. On August 13,
the yatra would cover
Nagar Panchayat Utai,
village Kargadih, Purai
and Umarpoti. On
August 14, the yatra
would cover villages
Umarpoti, Newai,
Maroda and would con-
clude at Azad Market
Risali.

Junk dealer hires four trucks to
steal pipes worth Rs 32 lakhs

Bhilai, Aug 08: With the
arrest of two persons, po-
lice claimed to have solved
a major theft incident
which was committed in a
very smart and planned
manner. The kingpin of
this incident is a Bilaspur
based junk dealer. He
hired four trucks to steal
and transport the pipes
worth Rs 32 lakhs. The ac-
cused escorted the trucks
to reach the crime scene at
Kumhari. The labourers
were ready here to load the
pipes on the trucks. Then
the accused took the
trucks to Siltara and got
the stolen pipes unloaded.
Police have recovered the
stolen pipes and have ar-
rested two drivers. Search
operations are on to trap
the absconding accused.

CSP (Chhawani)
Kaushalendra Patel in-
formed that they had re-
ceived a complaint regard-
ing theft of 70 nos DI Pipes
(Class K9), weighing
around 14 tonnes worth Rs

32 lakhs. The pipes were
dumped near the
Overhead Tank, Ahiwara
Road Bus Stand, Kumhari.
Under the directions of SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui, a joint team of
Kumhari Police Station
and Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit launched investiga-
tions. On examining the
CCTV footage, Police dis-
covered a suspicious car

and four trucks approach-
ing the crime scene and
then moving away with
the pipes. Police collected
data of the vehicles from
the Transport Department
and rounded up two driv-
ers from the Siltara
Industrial area. During in-
terrogation, the drivers in-
formed that four trucks
were booked from their
vehicle owner Jitendra
Singh of Sirgitti Bilaspur
on July 26. The drivers

Amar Singh, Suresh
Yadav, Mahaveer and Raju
Srivas reached Siltara
with their vehicles around
23:30 hrs on July 26. Here
they met a junk dealer
Chhotu Pandey who asked
them to follow his car. All
the vehicles reached near
the Water Tank on
Kumhari - Ahiwara Road.
Here one Bhola was ready
with labourers who
loaded the pipes on the
trucks. After getting the

pipes loaded, Chhotu
Pandey again asked the
drivers to follow his car
and took them to
Mahindra Chowk in
Silatara where he got the
pipes unloaded.

Police have arrested the
drivers Amar Singh and
Suresh Yadav as well as
seized four trucks (CG10-
C-8980, CG10-C-7285, CG10-
C-9284 and CG10-R-0323)
which were used in the
crime. The stolen pipes
have also been recovered.
CSP Kaushalendra Patel
informed that the kingpin
of this theft is Chhotu
Pandey, who resides at
Bilaspur Bus Stand. Bhola
worked as his manager
and had arranged the
labourers at Kumhari.
Police are trying to arrest
Chhotu Pandey, Bhola,
drivers Raju Srivas,
Mahavir and other ac-
cused.

ASI Ajay Singh, ASI
Shamit Misgra, Head
Constable Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Arvind Mishra, Avon
Banchor, Vikrant Singh,
Dilip Harde, Rajkumar
Singh and Rakesh Yadav
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Two drivers 
arrested; kingpin
and accomplices at
large   



Naxalites burnt the Poklan, shifter 
Central Chronicle News

KKoonnttaa,,  AAuugg  0088::  In Sukma district,
the Naxalites have once again set
ablaze two vehicles, creating a
ruckus.  Both the vehicles burnt
belongs to a contractor.
According to the information,
Naxalites have burnt two vehicles
in Sindurguda area of Kistaram
police station area of Konta block.
Construction work was going on in
this area, in which both the vehi-
cles were engaged.  The incident

has been confirmed by Sukma SP
Sunil Sharma.  It is being told that
the said vehicles were installed for
culvert repair work in Sindurguda

area of Kistaram.  Meanwhile,
Naxalites reached the spot and es-
caped by setting fire to Poklane
and shifter machine. Police offi-
cers say that the construction
work was being done by the con-
tractor at the site without any se-
curity arrangement.  This incident
happened due to the negligence
of the contractor.  After the inci-
dent came to light, the police is
investigating the matter and
search has been intensified in
the area.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Aug 08: It
was amidst slogans 'Bol
bum' on occasion of
'Shravan maas' on Aug 6, a
massive 'Shobha Yatra' of
Lord Mahakal Baba
Chandramoleswarji was
taken out and it was ac-
corded floral welcome and
prayers by the devotees at
various places in the city.

It was under the aegis of
'Mahakal Bhakt Sena' that
the 'Palki' of Shri
Chandramoleshwar, who
is in the form of 'Raja' that
of 'Baba Mahakal' that the

'Shobha Yatra' was take
out from Lord Hanuman's
temple in Killapara along
with drum beats and
music.

The devotees of
'Mahakal' were seen danc-

ing on the religious music
and bhajans and this 'Palki
Shobha Yatra' passed
through Sadar Line,
Fawarra Chowk, Chowki
Road, Main Road, old Bus
Stand and market area

and concluded at the tem-
ple.

The 'Yatra' was accorded
floral welcome by devotees
and they also offered
prayers at different places
and in this 'Yatra' taken

out amidst beating of
drums and religious
music and bhajans, the
devotees were seen mes-
merized in 'Bhaktibhav'.

In order to carry this
'Palki' there was huge rush
of devotees and this 'Palki
Yatra' concluded with
prayers to 'Baba Mahakal'
in the evening.

In this 'Yatra', the office
bearers of Mahakal Sena',
members, party workers,
devotees, public represen-
tatives, men, women and
children too were present
inlarge number. In the
first of its kind 'Palki
Yatra' in city on occasion
of 'Shravan Maas' that
there was huge response
of people from all sections
of the society.

Students stage chakka-jam on NH-53

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Aug 08:
Hundreds of School stu-
dents staged chakka-jam at
NH-53 under the block over
problems being faced in
the schools, 'Ashrams', de-
mands of teachers. It was
after explaination by the of-
ficer and employees of the
region, the students called-

off the chakka-jam.
It was on Sunday that

hundreds of students from
Gram Dumarpali,
Singhupali, Rampur,
Jampali, Khargotora,
Daank, Kasibahara staged
chakka-jam on NH-53 with
demand for school building
in Gram Dumarpali, in-
creasing the number seats
in Pre-Matric Tribla's Boy's

hostel from 30 to 100; ap-
pointment of English and
Maths teacher in Govt. Pre-
Secondary School in
Dumarpali; Dhaank toll
plaza should be made free
for an area of 10 kms; and
other demands.

Due to this 'chakka-jam'
the residents of the nearby
areas, vehicle riders and
other faced massive prob-

lems for hours. Seeing the
situation, sufficient police
force was deployed at the
chakka-jam venue.

Further it was on ex-
plaination by the Nayab
Tehsildar that he would in-
form about their problems
to the senior officers that
the students called-off
their chakka-jam and traf-
fic movement was restored.

MLA lays stone for SHC
in Gram Borgaon

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Aug 08: The
President Chhattisgarh
Handicraft Development
Board (CHDB) and MLA
Narayanpur Chandan

Kashyap laid the stone for
a Sub-Health Centre (SHC)
in Gram Borgaon coming
under this VS area at the
cost of Rs 26.54 lakh.

On this occasion he in-
formed that whatever

problem exists to villagers
in this VS is his own per-
sonal problem and irre-
spective of its seriousness,
he always tries to solve it
at the earliest and would
continue to do so, to en-

sure that general public
and villagers do not suffer
or faces problems.

He said that under lead-
ership of CM Bhupesh
Baghel, massive develop-
ment works are underway
in all the areas of the state
and that he and other pub-
lic representatives would
continue to work for devel-
opment of the region and
its people. Duringi this
BCC President Mardapal
Sukhram Poyam, Janpad
V-P Kondagaon Manoj
Sethia, Sarpanch Borgaon
Mohan Korram, MP's rep
Dashrath Netam, MLA's
rep Varun Sethia, Janpad
member Shiv Korram, YC
Block President Devsingh
Baghel, Santosh Nag,
Ramesh Sethia,
Phoolsingh Kora, Patel,
Pujari, Gayata, BMO
Kondagaon Dr Suraj
Rathore, and other officers
and employees from
Mardapal were present.

p Devotees accorded
floral welcome 
to ‘Palki’
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In support of their various demands

Principal of High School
submitted memorandum

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Aug 08:
Different problems of the
students were put forth
before the Principal of
High School in
Tumdibod through a
memorandum here on
Saturday.

NSUI workers under

leadership of District
President NSUI Amar
Jha charged lack of disci-
pline in the school, wan-
dering of students dur-
ing class and period here
and there; movement of
outsiders during school
timings and no uniform
given to the students.

NSUI delegation urged

the Principal to sort out
all these problems soon.
During this NSUI mem-
bers Ghanshyam Sahu,
Bhupendra Sahu and stu-
dents Vasu, Trilok,
Devilal, Deepak, Sahil,
Dhanendra, Chiteshwar,
Kushal, Ritesh, Yash,
Aishwarya and others
were present.

About different problems of students by NSUI

‘Palki Yatra’ of Baba Chandramoleshwar Shri Mahakal taken out

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Aug 08: In
Sukma district, there was
a sensation when the
body of a young woman
was found hanging from
branch of a tree. The
body could not be identi-
fied. Police reached the
spot and is investigating
the matter.

According to the infor-
mation, the body of an
unknown girl was found
hanging on a tree on
Monday near Anjargat
Mahadev temple of
Sukma Kotwali police
station area. Nearby peo-
ple, on seeing the dead
body hanging from a tree,
informed the police about

the matter.
On receiving informa-

tion, the Sukma Kotwali
police team reached the
spot and the body was
brought down from the
tree. Police have started
further action by taking
the body in their posses-
sion.

Police say that prima-
facie it appears to be a
case of suicide. The body
of the girl is being expect-
ed to be two to three days
old. Police has started in-
vestigating the matter.
Under what circum-
stances the unknown girl
committed suicide and
the reasons is what the
police is trying to solve
the mystery.

WSHGs to awaken the
spirit of patriotism

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Aug 08:
Preparations are in full
swing to mark the com-
ing Independence week
with the aim of hoisting
the flag atop every house
and the women of Self
Help Groups have started
preparing the flag to in-
culcate the spirit of pa-
triotism in every citizen.

A total of 20000 flags
are being prepared by
the groups mainly from
Jai Mahamaya, Jai
Vaibhav Lakshmi,

Chanda, Radharani and
Jai Maa Lakshmi Self
Help Groups of village
Marka of Kawardha
block.It is to be noted
that on the completion of
the 75th anniversary of
independence, the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence will be cel-
ebrated in the country
from August 11 to August
17, here in the district
under the collective guid-
ance of District Collector
Janmejay Mahobe. Zilla
Panchayat CEO Sandeep
Agarwal informed that
stalls will be set up for
sale and distribution of
flags at a total of 109
places in the district.

p Mass production 
of tricolor flags

Work of environmental protection
is being done thru ‘NGGB’: Jain

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Forest de-
partment organized 'Van
Mahotsav' here on Tuesday. The
chief guest was MLA Jagdalpur
and Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain and he said that
the Chief Minister is doing im-
portant work in the direction of
environmental protection
through 'Narva Garva Ghurva
Bari' scheme. Continuous work
is being done to promote tree
plantation. A grant has been
sanctioned for plantation of

trees on the barren land. He said
that in order to deal with climate
change in the present time,
more and more trees should be
planted and protected till they
grow up. On this occasion, along
with MLA Rekhchand Jain,
Chairman of Municipal
Corporation Kavita Sahu,
District President Anita Poyam,
General Secretary of City
District Congress Committee
Hemu Upadhyay, Awadhesh Jha
of Law Department, Collector
Chandan Kumar and others
present.

Body of the girl found
hanging on the tree

National seminar organized in IGNTU 

Amarkantak, Aug 08: A
national seminar was or-
ganized by Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak, (MP) on
“National Education
Policy (NEP): Reflections
on tribal education in
global perspective” on
under the auspices of
‘Azadi ka amrit mahot-
sav’. Guntha Laxman,
National Joint secretary
for Akhil Bhartiy
Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasang graced the pro-
gram as chief guest. Prof.
B.J. Rao, Vice Chancellor

of Central University of
Hyderabad and Prof.
Rama Shankar Dubey,
Vice Chancellor of cen-
tral university of Gujarat
were Guest of honor and
key-note speaker of the
program.

At the onset, Dr.
Parikipandla Sridevi, co-
convenor of the program
briefed the importance of
the program and intro-
duced the guests to the
august audience.
Convener of the program
Prof. M.T.V, Nagaraju wel-
comed the guests and
Prof. Alok Shrotriya,
Dean academics present-
ed the resurgence of the
university. Prof. R.S.
Dubey in his key note ad-
dress spoke on the impor-

tance of NEP in the cur-
rent era and Prof. B.J. Rao
emphasized the impor-
tance and implications of
NEP on the education in
tribes. Guntha Laxman
highlighted about the
rich cultural heritage of
India including tribal
ethos and importance of
implementation of NEP
all over the country in the
context of development of
the marginalized commu-
nities. He also highlight-
ed that the reforms in ed-
ucational policy will ben-
efit tribal and rural ad-
vancements and will have
implications on the global
progress and hence in
turn have a significant
role on intellectual devel-
opment of future genera-

tions. He not only moti-
vated the part of teachers
in primary and higher ed-
ucation in the implemen-
tation of NEP but also ac-
centuated the teachers to
craft global leaders from
the deprived communi-
ties who in turn will in-
spire the nation as a
whole. Prof. Prakash
Mani Tripathi, Vice
Chancellor of IGNTU in
his presidential address
expressed the importance
of dissemination of cul-
tural values and tradi-
tional knowledge of
tribes to the world and
also has articulated his
views on national educa-
tion policy in indigenous
perspective. Further a
book edited by Dr.

Anirudh kumar, assistant
professor, Dept of Botany
entitled “Omics technolo-
gies for sustainable agri-
culture and global food se-
curity; vol-1” was re-
leased by the honorable
guests.

A poster making con-
test was held for students
on the theme “Unsung he-
roes of freedom struggle
of Madhya Pradesh” on
this occasion. The posters
received were displayed
by the students to the au-
dience in the auditorium
premises and the students
who won were given cash
prizes and certificates by
chief guest. The program
ended with the vote of
thanks by the Registrar of
IGNTU, P. Siluvainathan.

Four day free eye check-up camp held

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Mahavir
Inter-continental inaugurated
free eye check-up and specta-
cles distribution camp in Bastar
district from August 6 to 9 at
Sindhu Bhawan. On the first
day, more than 1000 patients
reached the camp, after consul-
tation by expert doctors, advice
and specs were distributed to
more than 200 needy people.
Some people have also been
selected for eye surgery. Check-
up facility is available in the
camp in a fully equipped bus.

Program coordinator Anil
Lunkad and co-convener
Shivnarayan Chandak said that
the first day’s camp was con-
ducted at Sindhu Bhavan from

10 am to 5 pm by a team of eye
specialist doctors. After exam-
ining the patients who reached
here, they were provided spec-
tacles free of cost as per the
requirement. Some patients
have also been selected for the
operation. The selected patients
will be operated very soon. 

On the first day of the camp,
people from rural areas along
with urban areas had reached in
large numbers. He said that on
August 7, a camp would be
organized at the community
building at Bada Kilepal of
Bastanar block, on August 8 at
Goyal Dharamshala and on
August 9 at Maheshwari
Bhawan.

Flood disaster relief team
save life of elderly villager

Konta/Sukma, Aug 08:
Once again in Sukma dis-
trict, a villager was res-
cued by the team of Home
Guards jawans in the
midst of flood conditions,
the life of an elderly per-
son has been saved. A vil-
lager named Lakhma Ram
has been rescued under
the Chhindgarh block

Puspal police station area
of Sukma district. He was
sitting atop a tree to pro-
tect himself after being
trapped in the flood while
keeping the field under
surveillance for hours all
night.

When Puspal station in-
charge Pramod Kashyap
got the information about
the villager sitting on the
tree for whole night, he im-
mediately informed the
top senior officers and
called the team of state
flood disaster relief and
assisted in getting him out
safely.

It is being told that the
villager, who was sitting
on the tree amid rising
water level, is a resident of
Kinderwada village of
Chhindgarh block.

Collector inspects waterlogged areas

Konta/Sukma, Aug 08:
Due to the increasing
water level of Shabri
river in Sukma due to

continuous rain for last
few days, water logging
has been created in the
main road connecting the
municipality to Sukma.
Jhapra bridge on Sukma-
Malkangiri (Orissa) road,
Gidmanala on Sukma-
Jagdalpur road,
Dubbatota bridge on

Konta road, and Gadiras-
Jirampal road have been
blocked due to rise in
water level in the bridge.

Sukma Collector Haris
S. visited the affected
areas and took cog-
nizance of the water log-
ging situation and securi-
ty and relief arrange-
ments. He visited Jhapra
bridge, Geedmanala,
Gadiras-Jirampal bridge.
During this, Sub-
Divisional Officer Sukma
Preeti Durgam was also
present.

The Collector said that
revenue, police, city fight-
ers and district level offi-
cers should be on the
alert mode. All necessary
security arrangements
have been ensured so that
emergency situation does
not arise in the flood af-
fected area. He instructed

the SDM to maintain con-
stant contact with the
concerned officers of the
border state of Odisha
during the observation of
Jhapra bridge.

He asked to ensure
arrangement of adequate
number of rescue boats
in the waterlogged areas
and for a big boat in the
waterlogged area near
NH-30, Geedmanala, so
that the common man can
be crossed in a conven-
ient and safe manner.

In view of the safety,
the road was asked to be
closed by rope or barri-
cade at a sufficient dis-
tance on both sides of the
submerged areas. Along
with this, he directed to
deploy police force and
jawans in sufficient num-
ber at all the sensitive
places.

BJPians take out the ‘Tiranga yatra’

Jagdalpur, Aug 08: BJP
Nagar Mandal of Bastar
district, along with
school children, took out
a tricolor tour and went
door-to-door to Lokmay
Tilak ward and handed
over the tri-colour to the
residents and motivated
them to place it. State
General Secretary Kiran
Dev said that 25 to 50 tri-
colors should be hoisted
in every booth. He said
that earlier the flag used
to fly after sunrise and
before sunset. Now one
can fly this flag day and
night at the home or of-
fices.

Lokesh Kavadia, in-
charge of Bastar district
said that the Prime
Minister of the country,
Narendra Modi deserves
congratulations. In order
to spread the spirit of pa-
triotism from door-to-
door, during the 75th
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign was
started. Bastar District
President Roopsinh
Mandavi said that BJP
workers have been in-
structed to reach every
booth through all the
mandals of the district.

City President Suresh

Gupta said that the BJP
Nagar Mandal takes a
pledge to put up 25 to 50
flags in every booth in
the 48 wards of the city.
In this campaign, mainly
BJP General Secretary
Ramashray Singh, City
General Secretary
Sangram Singh Rana,
Sudha Mishra, Laxmi
Kashyap, Yogesh Shukla,
Roshan Jha, Bijli Vaidya,
Kaushalya Sahu, Tek
Singh Thakur, Gopal
Patel, Poornima, Janki,
Sundari, Neha, BJP
workers were also pres-
ent along with Champa
and school children.

Music, speech-making, drama mark
Tulsi-Tilak- Premchand Jayanti

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0088:: It goes without
saying that Rajkumar College,
Raipur follows a tradition, which
is indeed age old. The celebration
of Tulsi –Tilak -Premchand Jayanti
is one such rich tradition of RKC.
This year, the event took place on
7th Aug at Jashpur Hall, where a
number of participants took part
in either music, speech-making
and drama, based one of the trio.

The programme began sharp
at 9:00am sharp with the lighting
of the ceremonial lamp, before
the combined photos of
Lokmanya Bal GangadharTilak,
Tulsi Dasji and Munshi
Premchandji. The curtain raisers
were two soulful bhajans of

Tulsidasji namely “Bhajaman,
bhajaman Ramacharan sukhdayi”
and “Payoji maine Ram rattan
dhan payo.” The student anchors
of the event were Adidev Rajaram
and Jincy Ratnakar for English
and Hindi anchoring respectively.
The following students delivered
their speeches in Hindi: - Naveen
Khute, Apurve Agrawal,
Yaduvardhan Bansal and
Bhumika Kurre. Then the stu-
dents who delivered their
speeches in English were
Swarnim Kunj, Aparajeeta Telang,
Pritha Jain, Tanushree Gangdev,
Jai Prakash Singh Bagheland
Kunal Kawasi.

The event concluded at

10:20am with the staging of the
touchy Hindi play “Idgah” by
Munshi Premchand. It tells us of
the story of a four-year old
orphan named Hamid, who lives
with his grandmother Amina.
Hamid, the protagonist of the
story, has recently lost his par-
ents. However, his grandmother
tells him that his father left him
to earn money and that his moth-
er has gone to Allah to fetch love-
ly gifts for him! (The play has a
lesson for all of us. Premchand
always maintained that
“Literature should be like a lamp
of the society and not just a 
mirror.” 

It was very well enacted by
26of our talented actors.
Coincidentally, our powerful pro-
gramme began with a bang with
the bhajans of 26 musicians of
Music Department and ended
with 26 actors on stage, who
touched the strings of our heart
with their adorable acting. The
undersigned praised the joint
efforts of Hindi, English,
Humanities and Music
Departments, informs a press
release.

BJYM tried to gherao the MLA’s office

Jagdalpur, Aug 08:
Bastar district BJYM
workers played the bugle
of protest against the
government went out
togherao the MLA’s of-
fice. They raised slogans
demanding unemploy-
ment allowance and em-
ployment to educated
youths.

Bastar District BJP
Nagar Mandal took out
the tricolour yatra under
the campaign to hoist
the tricolor flag at every
house. The booth level

was inspected during the
tricolor yatra and they
motivated people to hoist
the tricolor in their
homes.

Police arrested BJYM
workers who came to
gherao the MLA’s office

BJYM of Bastar dis-
trict, started protest
against the MLA and the
government, regarding
the demand for unem-
ployment allowance and
employment and went
out to gherao the office
of local MLA. The police

stopped the activists
mid-way and arrested
them.

The police had made
elaborate arrangements
around the MLA’s office.
BJYM workers were
stopped before reaching
the MLA bungalow by
putting up barricades.
Some workers kept in-
sisting on reaching the
office by jumping the
barricade. During this
there was minor scuffle
between the police and
the workers. During the

protest, BJYM raised slo-
gans against the
Congress, demanding
fulfillment of the prom-
ises made to the public.
Recalling the election
promises of Congress,
BJYM District President
Avinash Srivastava said
that dearness allowance
and employment to the
unemployed were prom-
ised. On these two de-
mands, BJYM workers
from the BJP office came
out to gherao the MLA’s 
office.

Shravani Upkram to be held
near Kharun River on Aug 11

Raipur, Aug 08: Like every
year, this year also
‘Shravani Upkram’ will be
organised by Ved
Department of Government
Sanskrit College (GSC)
Raipur on Aug 11 on the
banks of Kharun river in
Mahadev Ghat at 7:00 am
and all the ‘Viprabandhus’
have been asked to avail its
full benefit.

Apart from this some re-
puted Acharyas of Raipur
(C.G.) have taken some deci-
sion going against the rules
as mentioned in the
‘Shastras’ related to
Rakshabandhan and
Acharya Ramkishore
Mishra (Vedic ji) has
termed it as inappropriate.
Specially the ‘Lok’ in which
‘Bhadra’ exists, it gives due
results. According to

Muhurt Chintamani,
‘Bhadra’ resides in the
‘Patal’ of ‘Makar Rashi’. As
per the local ‘Panchang’
(Dev), ‘Bhadra’ is coming
into effect in ‘Makar Rashi’
on Aug 11, 2022 (Thursday)
at 10:38 am and it resides in
the ‘Patal Lok’. Therefore
there is no result of
‘Bhadra’ in ‘Mrityu Lok’.
Therefore it is a good news
for the general public that
from 10:38 minutes onwards
on Aug 11, they all can cele-
brate the festival of
‘Rakshabandhan’ till night,
says Acharya Ramkishore
Mishra (Vedicji) of Govt
Sanskrit College, Raipur, in
a press release.

HNLU career development
conclave -2022 begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 08: The two
month long  Career
Development Conclave –
2022 at Hidayatullah
National Law University,
Raipur (“HNLU” got un-
derway with   the inaugu-
ral session held on  August
7, 2022  on the theme
‘Getting to Law Firms:
Unravelling the Path’.
Sapan Gupta, the General
Counsel of ArcelorMittal
Group was the Chief
Guest for the event. The
panellists involved Anant
Kaushik, Partner at Wadia
Ghandy & Co., Saurabh
Bindal, Partner at Fox

Mandal & Associates, and
Mr. Rachit Jain, Partner at
Lakshmikumaran and
Sridharan. The inaugural
address was delivered by
the Vice Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) V. C. Vivekanandan,
and the Welcome Address
was given by the Registrar
Prof. (Dr.) Uday Shankar.

The panellists ad-
dressed issues related to
difficulty of entry into law
firms without prior con-
nections, stable work-life
balance, and lack of mobil-

ity in the market. These
problems were  contextu-
alised with the current
skill requirements of law
firms. The panellists eluci-
dated the importance of
specialisation and brand
building with the help of
extracurricular activities,
and the manner of select-
ing such activities. They
reflected upon the impor-
tance of continuous and
strategic skill development
after entering law firms.
The panel further empha-

sised the importance of
healthy competition, hard
work and amiable relation-
ships in the formative
years of their career.

In the Q&A section, the
panellists emphasised the
importance of technologi-
cal literacy for lawyers, the
benefits and risks of pur-
suing niche fields of law,
and a cost-benefit analysis
of taking additional certi-
fications, like Secretarial
Executive Certificate.

Prof.(Dr.) Yogendra
Shrivastava and Dr. Ankit
Awasthi proposed the vote
of thanks in the inaugural
session and panel discus-
sion respectively.

The HNLU Career
Development Conclave -
2022 plans to host many
such discussions with ex-
perienced professionals,
on specialised career
paths in the legal domain.

State-level school sports competition held
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088:: Final results
of Dodge ball, yoga and table
tennis have come in the state
level school sports competition
organized at Indira Priyadarshini
Stadium, Jagdalpur. The result of
football competition will be
received tomorrow. The boys
and girls of Bastar proved their
mettle in the Dodge Bal organ-
ized in the state level school
sports competition. In Boy’s cat-
egory, Durg Zone secured sec-
ond position and Bilaspur Zone
secured third position. In girl’s
category, Surguja zone got sec-
ond position and Bilaspur zone
got the third position. In the
yoga competition of 14 years of
age group of boys, Raipur got
first place, second place went to
Durg and third went to Bilaspur.
In the competition of girls of the
same age group, Raipur got first
place, Durg second and Bilaspur

got third place. Raipur got the
first place, Durg got the second
place and Bilaspur got the third
place in the yoga competition for
boy’s in the age group of 17
years. In the competition of girl’s
of the same age group, Raipur
got first place, Durg second and
third place Bastar. 

Raipur got the first place,
Bilaspur got the second and Durg
third place in the yoga competi-
tion for boys in the age group of
19 years. In the competition of
girls of the same age group,
Raipur got first place, Durg sec-

ond and Bilaspur third place. In
the table tennis competition for
boy’s in the age group of 14
years, Raipur got the first place,
Durg second and Bilaspur got the
third place. In the competition of
girl’s of the same age group,
Raipur got first place, Durg sec-
ond and Bilaspur third place. In
the table tennis competition of
boys in the age group of 17
years, Raipur got the first place,
Durg second and Bilaspur third
place. In the competition of girls
of the same age group, Durg got
first place, Raipur second and
Bastar third place. In the table
tennis competition of boys in the
age group of 19 years, Raipur got
first place, second place went to
Bilaspur and third to Durg. In the
competition of girls of the same
age group, Bilaspur got first
place, Durg second and Raipur
third place.
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On the theme
‘Getting to Law
Firms: Unravelling
the Path’

People can 
celebrate
‘Rakshabandhan’
on Aug 11: Acharya
Mishra

Issues instructions
for safety and relief
arrangements

Along with the help
of police

On completion of 2
yrs of National
Education Policy
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BRIEF

Ambassador dies
Beijing: Myanmar’s
ambassador to China
has died, the Chinese
government said on
Monday. I can confirm
what you mentioned,
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said in re-
sponse to a question
about the reported
death of Ambassador
Myo Thant Pe. He did
not say when the
diplomat had died or
what the cause of
death was. Myo Thant
Pe had been ambassa-
dor to China since
2019, Wang said. He
dedicated himself to
the development of
China-Myanmar rela-
tions, he said. We ex-
press our deep condo-
lences and regret over
his sudden passing
and our sincere sym-
pathies to his family.

Afghan suspect
Tehran: Police in
Iran arrested an
Afghan man suspect-
ed of stabbing 10
other farm labourers
to death following a
quarrel over land,
Iranian state media
reported on Monday.
The rampage in a re-
mote village in
southeastern Iran
was a rare such inci-
dent in the Islamic
Republic. The offi-
cial IRNA news
agency said four
Iranians and six
Afghans were killed,
and one farm worker
was wounded in the
rampage on Sunday
and was in hospital.
According to the re-
port, the suspect was
mentally unbal-
anced.

A Hindu devotee takes
holy dip with his child be-
fore collecting water
from the Bagmati river
during the Bol Bom pil-
grimage at Sudarijaal, on
the outskirts of
Kathmandu, Nepal,
Monday.

Gaza City, Aug 8 (AP):

A fragile cease-fire deal
to end nearly three days of
fighting between Israel
and Palestinian militants
in Gaza held into Monday
morning - a sign the latest
round of violence may
have abated.

The flare-up was the
worst fighting between
Israel and Gaza militant
groups since Israel and
Gaza’s Hamas rulers
fought an 11-day war last
year, adding to the destruc-
tion and misery that have
plagued blockaded Gaza
for years.

Since Friday, Israeli air-
craft had pummelled tar-
gets in Gaza while the
Iran-backed Palestinian
Islamic Jihad militant
group fired hundreds of
rockets at Israel.

Over three days of fight-
ing, 44 Palestinians were
killed, including 15 chil-
dren and four women, and
311 were wounded, the
Palestinian Health
Ministry said. Islamic
Jihad said 12 of those
killed were militants and
Israel said some of the
dead were killed by mis-
fired rockets.

Israel on Monday said it
was partially reopening
crossings into Gaza for hu-
manitarian needs and
would fully open them if
calm was maintained.

Fuel trucks were seen en-
tering a cargo crossing for
the first time since cross-
ings with the strip were
closed last week, prompt-
ing a fuel shortage that
ground Gaza’s lone power
plant to a halt on Saturday.
The plant was set to re-
sume full operations later
Monday. Gaza suffers from
a chronic power crisis.

Life for hundreds of
thousands of Israelis was
disrupted during the vio-
lence. Security precau-
tions imposed in recent
days on residents of south-

ern Israel were being grad-
ually lifted Monday, the
military said.

Both sides boasted of
their successes. Speaking
to reporters in Tehran on
Sunday, Islamic Jihad
leader Ziad al-Nakhalah
said the militant group re-
mained strong, despite los-
ing two of its leaders. This
is a victory for Islamic
Jihad, he said.

Despite that claim, the
group undoubtedly sus-
tained a blow during
Israel’s fierce offensive.
Beyond losing the two

leaders, it reduced its arse-
nal by firing hundreds of
rockets without striking a
single Israeli, thanks to
Israel’s missile defense
system that shot most of
them down. Its own rock-
ets may have killed several
Gazans, according to
Israel.

The cease-fire deal con-
tained a promise that
Egypt would work for the
release of two senior
Islamic Jihad detainees
held by Israel, but there
were no guarantees this
would happen.

Fragile cease-fire between
Israel, Gaza militants holding

Palestinians celebrate the cease-fire agreement between Israel and Islamic Jihad

Movement in Gaza City, early Monday.

Islamabad, Aug 8 (PTI) 

A top commander of
the outlawed Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
Omar Khalid Khorasani
and three other top mili-
tant leaders have been
killed in a mysterious
blast in eastern
Afghanistan’s Paktika
province, a Pakistani
media report said on
Monday.

A vehicle carrying sen-
ior commanders of the
militant group, including
Khorasani, was on
Sunday targeted with a
mysterious explosive de-
vice, according to Afghan
officials and local sources,
The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

The top militants were
travelling in the Birmal
district of the province
for a meeting when their
vehicle hit a roadside
mine, the report said.

All aboard the vehicle,
also carrying other TTP
commanders such as

Abdul Wali Mohmand,
Mufti Hassan, and Hafiz
Dawlat Khan, were killed
in the explosion, The
Express Tribune quoted a
senior Afghan official as
saying.

According to a local
source, the TTP leaders
were travelling for consul-
tation when their vehicle
hit a roadside mine on
Sunday.

Khorasani, who be-
longed to the Mohmand
tribal district, was consid-
ered a top member of the
TTP — the militant group
which wants to impose
the law of Sharia across
Pakistan. Khorasani, who
carried a bounty of Rs 10
million on his head.

Hafiz Dawlat from the
Orakzai tribal district
was an important mem-
ber of the group and a
close trustee of
Khorasani, while Mufti
Hassan hailed from the
Malakand division and
pledged allegiance to Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi, the de-

ceased leader of the
Islamic State terrorist or-
ganisation.

TTP intelligence chief
Abdul Rashid alias Uqabi
Bajauri was also killed in
a landmine blast in Kunar
province of Afghanistan
on Sunday morning, ac-
cording to local Afghan
sources.

The TTP is yet to con-
firm these targeted
killings of its top com-
manders, an incident that
would certainly under-
mine the Afghan Taliban-
brokered peace negotia-
tions between the TTP
and the Pakistan govern-
ment. The news comes
after the outlawed group
and Pakistan reached a
deadlock during their
talks as the outfit refused
to budge from its demand
for the reversal of the
merger of the erstwhile
Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) with
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province of Pakistan, the
report said.

Top TTP commander Omar Khalid Khorasani
killed in mysterious blast in Afghanistan

BBeeiijjiinngg,,  AAuugg  88  ((PPTTII))::  China on
Monday continued its unprece-
dented military drills around
Taiwan, extending the sched-
ule of war games launched in
retaliation to the visit by US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
to the breakaway island
which Beijing claims is part
of its territory.

The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) Eastern Theatre
Command, which oversees
Taiwan, said on Monday it
would continue drills in
waters near Taiwan island,
focusing on anti-submarine
and air-to-ship strikes, state-
run Global Times reported.

The PLA conducted joint
drills involving all wings of
its armed forces in six areas
around the island from
August 4 to 7.

The PLA’s latest
announcement notice did
not specify the location of
the exercises nor did it men-
tion when they would end.
The PLA on Sunday proceed-
ed with the plan and contin-
ued realistic combat-sce-
nario joint exercises in the

sea and air space around the
island of Taiwan practicing
island capturing drills and
bomber deterrence flights in

Taiwan Strait, a rehearsal for
real operation, state-run
Global Times reported on
Sunday.

China continues unprecedented military drills
around Taiwan even after end of schedule

London, Aug 8 (PTI) 

The race to elect a new
Conservative Party leader,
who will take charge as
British Prime Minister
early next month, heated up
on Monday as the two final-
ists Rishi Sunak and Liz
Truss clashed over their
proposals to tackle the soar-
ing cost-of-living crisis
across the country.

The issue of inflation and
how best to curb it has
emerged as the main battle
line in the race to 10
Downing Street, with both
candidates offering differ-
ent approaches. While
Truss has pledged immedi-
ate tax cuts if elected,
Sunak has promised
more targeted support
for the most vulnerable
households and tax cuts
further down the line.

A fresh row brewed
out over the weekend
after Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss told The
Financial Times’ that
her plan to lower taxes
rather than offer hand-
outs was more
Conservative. This
prompted an immediate
rebuke from former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak
that it is “simply wrong
to rule out further direct
support” for struggling
families this winter.

Families are facing a
long, hard winter with ris-
ing bills. Yet Liz’s plan to
deal with that is to give a
big bung to large business-

es and the well-off, leaving
those who most need help
out in the cold, Sunak
writes in The Sun’.

Worse still, she has said
she will not provide direct
support payments to those
who are feeling the pinch
most. We need clear-eyed re-
alism, not starry-eyed boos-
terism. That means bolder
action to protect people
from the worst of the win-
ter. I have the right plan and
experience to help people
through, he said.

Supporters of Truss hit
back to say her remarks
over the weekend had been
misinterpreted . “What she
has, I think, rightly chal-

lenged is the wisdom of tak-
ing large sums of money
out of people’s pockets in
tax and then giving some of
that back in ever more com-
plicated ways,” said Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt,
a supporter of the Foreign
Secretary.

“She’s willing to do more
to help people but her focus
is around doing it in a way
that puts more money in
people’s pockets, creating a
high-growth economy with
higher wages, more peo-
ple in work,” added
Northern Ireland
Secretary Brandon Lewis,
another Truss supporter.

While Truss has

pledged a package of tax
cuts worth GBP 30 billion,
which Sunak has argued
would increase inflation
and only save lower earners
GBP 59 a year. However,
both candidates are feeling
the heat on the issue as the
UK economy is expected to
plunge into a year-long re-
cession as inflation goes be-
yond 13 per cent later this
year, according to the Bank
of England forecasts from
last week.

UK PM race: Sunak, Truss feel heat
over cost-of-living crisis

A dolescence is a unique stage of
human development and is a

phase of life between childhood and
adulthood from 10 to 19 years of age.
During this period, all experience
rapid changes in physical, cognitive
and psychosocial growth of life. This
critical change affects everything â€“
how they feel, think, make their deci-
sions and interact with people around
them. The transition of life sometimes
carries new risks of life that may re-
sult from bodily or behavioural
change or may influence the future
health of young people. In this period,
all experience growth spurts and pu-
berty changes. There is rapid bodily
growth for a period and followed by
slow growth then another growth
spurt. The changes with puberty may
happen gradually and bodily changes
become obvious at the same time.
The World Health Organization
(WHO) defines an adolescent as any
person between 10 and 19. This age
range also falls within the definition of
young people which refers to the 10-
to-24 age group.

The physical changes occur dur-
ing the adolescence period due to
the effects of hormonal changes.
The teenager's body is transformed
from child to adult. This particular
phase is called puberty, and it usual-
ly starts between the age of 9 and
16. The sexual hormone that plays its
role in the bodily changes in boys is
testosterone and the one that plays
its role in the bodily changes in girls
is estrogen. Most physical changes
observed are increased perspiration,
acne problems, development of ex-
ternal sex characteristics, growth of
hairs in the pubic region and armpit,
changes of voice and broader shoul-
der in boys and starting of menstrua-
tion and broadening of hips in girls

etc. In general, the first sign of pu-
berty appears in girls earlier than in
boys. These changes continue until
the age of 18 to 22.

Adolescence is the period of life
where there is not only bodily
changes but there will be full of emo-
tional and psychological transforma-
tion that is very significant as physi-
cal changes. As part of life, they
search for their identity and feel the
need for their independence. Of
course, there is confusion about their
need and desire for autonomy in the
back of their mind. The growth of
friendship is prominent in most
teenagers and changes in behaviour
are observed the most. It may even
lead to conflict between teenagers
and parents. Sometimes, they feel
carefree, try to seek new experiences
and sometimes may get exposed to
situations that are dangerous to their
health and wellbeing, like smoking
cigarettes, drinking alcohol, taking
drugs, reckless driving or sexual mis-
behaviour etc. Apart from bodily
changes due to influences of hor-
mones, adolescence may lead to
mood swings as well. This needs lots
of patience and understanding from
parents. This is also a time for the
first experience of sexual relations
due to the hormonal and physical
changes that are experienced by
teenagers. The changes make them
more aware of their sexuality. This
may again lead to behavioural
changes as well. So, it is important to
create an environment for helpful and
effective discussion of sexuality too.
But this is not an easy thing.
Therefore, it is very important to
choose the right strategy and right
time for parental discussion without
disturbing their mindset and privacy.

There are about 1.2 billion people
between the ages of 10 and 19 world-
wide as per UNICEF. It is important to
know how they develop and grow
across us. As determined, some of
the factors that have a tremendous
impact on the development of adoles-
cents like social media, urbanization,
unhealthy food habit, conflict in small
issues leading to even armed conflict
in developed countries, migration to
different countries and urban areas of
native countries and climate change
etc. Though it is expected that ado-
lescent has a better way of improving
health and wellbeing, there are ap-

proximately 1.2 million deaths in a
year, and unfortunately, they are all
from preventable causes. This is a
great loss to a nation. Sometimes
self-harm is also a leading cause of
death amongst youth. This is because
of a lack of information, adequate
and quality services and even a pro-
tective environment that is needed to
stay healthy. The main reasons are
considered to be some communica-
ble diseases like malaria, cholera, and
lack of sanitation and hygiene facili-
ties. Especially in middle-income
countries, the risk due to HIV and
deaths due to AIDS are high. Other
factors like unhealthy diet, unhealthy
lifestyle, alcohol and substance
abuse, mental ill health and un-
healthy environment are also the
cause of ill-health of teenagers today.
For girls, the onset of puberty is a
major factor which results in early
marriage and pregnancy in some
countries where poverty, and social
and gender norms are the factors for
restricted life choices of girls. This re-
stricts them from education and so-
cial and economic opportunity as
well. It is estimated that 23 million
adolescent girls become pregnant
every year and maternal mortality is
on the rise. It is also linked to child
marriage.

The UNICEF responded with the
partner countries to improve the
overall health of adolescents. This is
in the direction toward communica-
ble disease, gender-responsive
healthcare, supporting HIV and AIDS
prevention programmes as per need,
looking into menstrual health and hy-
giene, promoting mental health and
wellbeing, good nutrition, responding
to non-communicable disease and re-
ducing home violence due to behav-
ioural changes etc. The Government
of India has taken steps through
NHM, as there are approximately 253
million people of this age group in
India. The direction is to get divi-
dends through the proper mainte-
nance of the health of this group by
delaying marriage, reducing teenage
pregnancy and maternal mortality,
reducing STI incidence, reducing HIV
prevalence and considering the youth
as important resources of the econo-
my. Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK), launched on 7th
February 2014 and School Health &
Wellness Programme launched in

February 2020 are two especially ded-
icated programmes for the holistic
development of the adolescent. RKSK
is targeted to improve nutrition, in-
juries and violence (including gender-
based violence), non-communicable
disease, mental health, and sub-
stance abuse. The target of the pro-
gramme is to reach adolescents in
their own environments such as fami-
ly, school and community to provide
adequate care through counselling,
social and behavioural change com-
munication and strengthening ado-
lescent-friendly health clinics. The
School Heath & Wellness programme
plays a critical role to improve life-
long healthy behaviours. This is also
an important part of the health and
wellness component of the
Ayushman Bharat Programme and is
incorporated in government-aided
schools in districts. Two teachers
(preferably one male and one female)
are designated as 'Health and
Wellness Ambassadors', and they will
be trained for health promotion and
disease prevention on 11 thematic
areas with a joyful interactive session
for one hour every week.

The adolescent is now considered
a source of development of a nation,
so proper care must be taken to com-
plete at least secondary education for
everyone whatever the economic
condition might be, particularly the
females. The goal needs to be the de-
velopment of adolescents' strength
and values through education to build
the entire generation economically
independent and productive to break
the cycle of poverty. The develop-
ment of strength of adolescents is as-
sociated with resilience and life satis-
faction. Identification of strength
along with health assessment can
provide a picture of how teenagers
are doing in different contexts of life.
All youth have the ability to access
and act on their strengths. A
strength-based evaluation and per-
spectives development should be
considered to develop a way to em-
power children and adolescents to be
experts in their own field of choice
and to find solutions to face chal-
lenges of life so that they can happily
contribute to the development of the
nation.
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Welcome a 
farmer VP 

Arun Jaitley who was
Union finance minister
would have been a happy
man today as Jagdeep
Dhankad who was his pick
for governor of West Bengal
will be the Vice President of
India.The two were in jobs
that approximated each
other in 1989-90: Jaitley as
additional solicitor general
and Dhankad as a supreme
court lawyer as well as Lok
sabha MP and they became
good friends. Mr Dhankad
hails from Jat community
which is dominant in parts
of UP, Haryana and
Rajasthan which can pay
divident to the ruling party
at centre in the coming as-
sembly elections in the state
as well as in general elec-
tions in 2024.Vice President
of the country is also the
chairman of Raiya sabha -
two offices that require oc-
cupants to be unfailingly
non-partisan and are ex-
pected to adhere to rules
and the constitution on the
one hand, and on the other,
innovate to ensure smooth
relations between the gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion. And also Mr Dhankad
should strive to build better
relations between the gov-
ernment and opposition
and to uphold the honour of
the upper house.There is a
transition that he might
struggle to effect, given the
temperament he has dis-
played so far, as he steps
into a new national role.
RUckus is already in the
parliament and in the last
season also there was pan-
demonium in the parlia-
ment and it is likely to hap-
pen till March 2024 when
the general elections will be
declared  and in this regard
both ruling party and oppo-
sition parties are sailing in
the same boat and the Vice
President have to show the
extra skills for smooth func-
tioning of Rajya sabha and
being a lawyer,a former
member of parliament and
an avid "student" of legisla-
tive rules so it is believed
that he has the skills to
manage the more complex
upper house.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Wake up to reality
Divisive politics is a

crime against democracy
and may not last long since
the poor and deprived will,
sooner or later, realise that
they are being cheated. The
issue at this stage is not how
the Congress or any other
party will play their cards,
but how and when the peo-
ple will awaken to seek re-
dress of their real and
pressing issues. Punjab has
not just given a thumping
win to the AAP but has set
an example by voting, irre-
spective of religion or caste,
for quality and affordable
education and healthcare,
and with the hope that their
basic needs will be taken
care of.

HL Sharma, by mail
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NCC cadets during an event for Sarva Dharma Prathana Sabha and Ahinsa March on the 80th anniversary of Quit India
Movement, in Jaipur, Monday, Aug. 8.

Adolescence: A period that needs special care

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF QUIT INDIA

T hankfully, the UK
now looks to be past

the peak of both the recent
heatwave and the latest
COVID wave. But there will
be more of both and in fu-
ture, we might think about
how we protect ourselves
from COVID in the same way
we protect ourselves from the
weather. An umbrella is a
useful analogy. If we look out
the window or check the
weather forecast and see
rain, we would probably take
an umbrella out with us.
Similarly, if COVID cases are
starting to rise or if a new
wave is forecast, we might
consider grabbing a face
mask, for example.

But just as there's no need
to carry an umbrella with us
when it's sunny, we needn't be
expected to wear masks all
the time. Of course, some peo-
ple may choose to wear masks

more consistently in
certain settings, while
others may forgo wear-
ing them altogether.
This is the nature of the
current phase of the
pandemic we're in, a big
part of which is based
on personal choice and
responsibility. Thanks
largely to the impact of
vaccines, we no longer
need the kind of rules-
based approach to risk
management we saw
earlier in the pandemic.

But the umbrella analogy
can guide our behaviour and
choices in a variety of areas
of our response moving for-
ward. Beyond masks, these
include testing, ventilation
and social distancing. The
idea is that we can pick up or
step up precautions when we
most need them (when
COVID cases are on the rise),

before relaxing them, if we
want to, when infection rates
and risk are lower.

What might this look 
like in practice?

Let's say we start to see
COVID cases rising again
come autumn. This is a dis-
tinct possibility. It then be-
comes even more important to
take a test if we have any

symptoms that might be
COVID-related. This will
help inform our deci-
sion of whether, and to
what extent, to min-
imise contact with oth-
ers. Isolation is no
longer a legal require-
ment, and I think this
should remain the case.
However, if possible,
staying at home while
we're unwell is a sensi-
ble and considerate
thing to do, particularly
when COVID rates are

high. Distancing should also
remain a choice. But during a
wave of infections, people
might wish to maintain more
distance between themselves
and others in shops, or may
choose to avoid crowded ven-
ues. Back on masks, when
cases begin to rise, the risk of
contracting and transmitting
COVID also rises, so masks be-

come a more useful and rea-
sonable precaution. They can
be particularly valuable in
certain circumstances for ex-
ample, if someone is unwell
but can't isolate, when visiting
people who are vulnerable, or
in crowded indoor spaces.
Opening windows even a little
can increase fresh air indoors
and also help reduce the likeli-
hood of transmitting the
virus. Finally, the number of
people in the UK who have
had a COVID booster vaccine
is considerably lower than the
number who received their
first and second doses. We
know immunity from vac-
cines wanes, and boosters re-
store vaccine effectiveness. So
if we start to see rising cases,
or looking ahead to future
waves, it would make good
sense for people who are be-
hind on their vaccines to get
up-to-date.
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Living with COVID: How treating masks like umbrellas
could help us weather future pandemic threats

Rajender Kumar Sharma

W ho is not happy to hear the name of holiday or holiday, every-
one gets happiness.  The arrival of Sunday after working six

days of the week, relieves the fatigue of the whole week.  There is also a
psychological logic behind the provision of this type of leave that if any or-
ganization or department has to make its employees more productive,
then to give one day's leave/holiday in a week to the employee or any
business person. It is essential for physical and mental health.  It can prove
to be a useful asset for the organization.  A day off makes him energetic. If
we talk about our country, then the situation is somewhat different from
other countries.  Here is a long list of public holidays other than Sundays,
which vary from state to state, depending on the culture and festivals of
the state.  If we make a small estimate, then in a year about 52 Sundays
come.  In some departments, there is a 5 day week, then 52 Saturdays add
to list of holidays.  Now count  the number of festivals coming on the birth-
days of great personalities, great saints, great leaders, so this too doesn't
become less than 25-30 in every state.  Then after that if you are a govern-
ment employee then you also have earned leave, casual leave, half pay
leave (medical leave) etc.  If we sum up all these holidays, then we will find
that we do not work even half of the 365 days of the year, and then we talk
about why we don't come in the category of developed countries? Some
political parties are shining their politics in the name of regional holidays
only.  Some leaders and political parties also promise to make provision for
some new holidays in their election manifestos to get cheap popularity.  In
this way, the increasing number of holidays hinders the progress of the
country.  The most pathetic situation is that of the education department
where teachers get summer vacation, autumn vacation, Diwali vacation
along with the students in addition to the above mentioned normal holi-
days.  And then, if the teacher takes other leave also, then it becomes to be
considered that how much will the teaching work be? Casual leave is for
casual needs.  Employees can use it in case of sudden need, whose num-
ber remains 8 or 10 in a year.  If you do not need them for the whole year,
then these holidays end with the end of the year.  In such a situation, it has
been seen that employees, in the month of December, take their casual
leave even without need, because they feel that it is our right and why
should we not take advantage of these holidays?  At times, many employ-
ees take casual leave and sit at home, due to which the work of the entire
organization and department gets blocked.  The common man keeps on
making rounds of the departments, but due to the employees being on
leave, no work gets done. By the time the employee arrives on duty after a
long leave, the queue of files to be gathered at his desk is also long. In such
a situation, the employee, looking at the number of files, will be careless in
completing the work quickly, which will result in mistakes in the work or
else instead of completing so many work peacefully, he will keep on post-
poning it. The result will be trouble for the people who have these files. It
has been seen many times that such employees do not have any sympathy
for the public. Even if a person comes to know the current status of his file,
then he is rebuked or even if there is no deficiency in his file, it is returned
after showing the deficiency. The hope of getting work done from the of-
fice is lost.  It is very sad that holidays have been established as a right in
government departments.  Holidays on our religious festivals are justified
because these festivals keep us connected with our cultural roots and cel-
ebrating them is an integral part of our culture.  As far as the holidays de-
clared for political gains cannot be called justified, and the best example of
this is Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan's saying that I do not want any holiday to
be kept on my birthday, but my birthday should be dedicated to teachers.
These quotes show us that the real respect of great men is to follow their
teachings, follow the path shown by them, and not sit at home after taking
leave on that day,  instead of a holiday in their name, more work should be
done which can lead the country towards progress, this is the way by
which  they will be respected  in the true sense.  Because he became great
by his works which he did for his country and the people of the country.
We also have to think,  whether leave  is our right or just a facility given for
emergency situations.

How many days a 
year do we work?

T here is a widely shared view that the All India Services, which pro-
vided the 'steel frame' of governance in a democratic India, granti-

ng Constitutional autonomy to the state administration, particularly on the
policy front, are failing to deliver because of a declining decision-making
ability of its officers, their smugness arising from notions of total employ-
ment security and inadequacy of parameters used for evaluating their per-
formance. Selection on the strength of a merit-based examination that is
open to all - irrespective of class, creed or region - is still a huge commen-
dation for the Civil Services and it can also be said that the pride and confi-
dence of their young officers in the initial few years of service is still hold-
ing, by and large. However, things did not add up as the officers moving up
the career graph lost their shine and took to serving their personal interests
generally. The 'steel frame' today looks rusted. Still, no other nation has an
equivalent of All India Services in terms of offering a career starting at the
'leadership level' in the administration of various wings of the country's
government, including the handling of foreign affairs. An entrant in the
Civil Services - after the initial years of training - gets the status of Under
Secretary to the Government of India. The IAS and IPS are trained by the
Centre before they are allocated to various states with the expectation that
they would give India - which is a Union of States - a comparable quality of
administration and public-oriented governance, uniformly throughout the
country. A major cause behind the degradation of these Civil Services is the
controlling influence that the corrupt leaders ruling the states exercise on
the bureaucracy and the police in pursuit of their own vested interests. A
practice has developed whereby they put greater reliance on the pliable
state service personnel at the cost of IAS and IPS officers - this results in the
common phenomenon of the Chief Secretaries and Director Generals of
Police appearing to be at the weakest, not the strongest, point of their ca-
reer - incapable of upgrading the system presided over by them or uphold-
ing the cause of officers below who were upright and firm. The Centre
should make a beginning by acquiring a say in the appointment of CS and
DGP of the state by getting the UPSC to draw up a panel of suitable officers
in consultation with the state government - the Supreme Court had way
back in 2018 favoured this approach. This idea should have been further
concretized by now. Also, since the Department of Personnel and the
Ministry of Home Affairs have the right to track the performance of IAS and
IPS officers, the legitimacy of in-service evaluation of these officers for
higher responsibilities at the end of 15, 20 and 25 years of service through
appropriately constituted boards, should be firmly established so that poor-
ly performing officers are given a decent 'shake hand' with compulsory re-
tirement. In India, a major reason for the decline of public administration is
the shrinking of the position and authority of the District Magistrate-cum-
Collector as the anchor of governance. The DM is the symbol of the state
closest to the people and the overriding monitor of the working of all wings
of the government in the district. The image of the nation takes a beating
when manholes left uncovered by a careless sewage repairman or a water-
filled pit or bore well left unguarded at a construction site result in the death
of a child, when an old tree by a roadside 'counted' by the forest authority
but not marked as a potential hazard suddenly falls, crushing a passerby
under it or when an ambulance though available is denied to an ordinary cit-
izen admitted to a hospital and need a shift in an emergency. It is the DM
who is supposed to create a deterrence against such grave anti-people acts
of functionaries in the district linked to public service, but this is now totally
absent because of the play of politics even at the local levels and the abdica-
tion by young IAS and IPS officers of their basic responsibilities. 

Civil services have to improve
for better governance
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Handloom
Census data 

New Delhi: Union
Minister Piyush
Goyal on Sunday
stressed upon the
need to put the Census
data of Handlooms,
pertaining to over 35
lakh handloom work-
ers, in the public do-
main for transparency
and validation so that
the benefits of hand-
loom schemes reach
the genuine benefici-
aries. Addressing an
event on the National
Handloom Day, the
Minister for Textiles
and Commerce and
Industry emphasised
upon free of cost on-
boarding on the
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM)
for maximum number
of handloom products
so that artisans can
avail selling opportu-
nities in government
procurement.

Turbine plant
Hyderabad:
Hyderabad-based
Swan Turbine
Services on Sunday
said Telangana
Finance Minister T
Harish Rao inaugurat-
ed its second plant at
Pashamailaram in
Sangareddy district of
the State. This plant
spread across four
acres is going to pro-
vide employment op-
portunities to around
300 people directly, P
Satyanarayana, MD,
Swan Turbine
Services said in a re-
lease here. “We are
catering our services
in India, Middle-East
and Africa.

Energy demands

New Delhi: Niti Aayog
member and scientist
V K Saraswat on
Sunday suggested that
the government
should focus on set-
ting up small modular
reactors as it would
help meet the coun-
try’s energy needs and
also in replacing
aging thermal power
plants. Saraswat also
said nuclear power
plant projects which
have been set up
under the fleet mode
production, should be
accelerated, so that
India is able to meet
base load require-
ments at the earliest.
“We are suggesting
that in future we
should go for small
modular reactors
which will be able to
meet this (energy) re-
quirements in a dis-
tributed manner.

Labour welfare
scheme

New Delhi: The
Centre is running a
labour welfare
scheme for nearly 50
lakh ‘beedi’ workers
and their families liv-
ing across the coun-
try, Union Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav
said in Lok Sabha on
Monday. Yadav said
the scheme envisages
health care facility,
scholarship and 
housing.

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

The long-awaited high-
speed 5G services are ex-
pected to be rolled out in
about a month, Minister of
State for Telecom
Devusinh Chauhan said
on Monday. Addressing
the inaugural event of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Union’s Regional
Standardisation Forum
(RSF) for Asia and
Oceania region, Chauhan
said India is likely to de-
ploy indigenously devel-
oped and manufactured
5G telecom gears by end of
this year for 5G services.
“In about a month, 5G mo-
bile services will roll out
in the country, which will
have multiplier effects on
the development of all sec-
tors.

A 6G Technology
Innovations Group, has
also been set up, which is
working towards the de-
velopment of indigenous
6G stack,” Chauhan said.
He said that the govern-

ment is promoting, the in-
digenously designed, de-
veloped and manufactured
advanced telecom technol-
ogy, and as a result, India
today has a strong home-
grown 5G mobile commu-
nications ecosystem. “We
have developed a fully in-
digenous 5G test bed,
which will facilitate test-
ing of 5G network ele-
ments. By the end of this
year, we are likely to see
indigenously developed,
and manufactured 5G
stack, getting deployed in
rolling out 5G network in
India,” the minister said.

India’s biggest ever auc-
tion of telecom spectrum
that concluded on August
1 (Monday) received a
record Rs 1.5 lakh crore of
bids, with Mukesh
Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the air-
waves sold with an Rs
88,078 crore bid. The min-
ister said that the growth
in the Indian telecom mar-
ket has been spurred by
the market-friendly poli-
cies of the Modi
Government. “We initiat-
ed a number of structural
and procedural reforms in
the telecom sector. These
reforms have created a
very positive, and forward-
looking environment for
the telecom industry. As a
result, a recent 5G spec-
trum auction in India has
fetched bids of USD 20 bil-
lion (Rs 1.5 lakh crore),”
Chauhan said.

He said that Indian engi-
neers have developed a set
of 5G standards, which
will facilitate the spread of
the 5G network in rural
areas.

5G mobile services likely to be rolled
out in about a month: MoS Telecom Mumbai, Aug 08: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex jumped over 465
points on Monday, track-
ing gains in index majors
HDFC twins and Reliance
Industries amid positive
global market trends.

The 30-share BSE gauge
climbed 465.14 points or
0.80 per cent to finish at
58,853.07. During the day,
it jumped 546.97 points or
0.93 per cent to 58,934.90.
The broader NSE Nifty
gained 127.60 points or
0.73 per cent to end at
17,525.10. Mahindra &
Mahindra was the biggest
gainer from the Sensex
pack, climbing 3.13 per
cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, NTPC, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank,
Larsen & Toubro, HDFC,
Dr Reddy’s, IndusInd
Bank and Reliance
Industries. State Bank of
India, UltraTech Cement,
Nestle, Wipro and Power
Grid were among the
major laggards.

In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Shanghai and
Tokyo ended higher,
while Hong Kong settled

with losses. European
bourses were trading in
the green during mid-ses-
sion deals. The US mar-
kets had ended mostly
lower on Friday.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.68 per
cent to USD 94.32 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional
investors remained net
buyers in the capital mar-
kets as they bought

shares worth Rs 1,605.81
crore on Friday, as per ex-
change data. “Sustained
FII buying and falling oil
prices are the major driv-
ers for the ongoing mar-
ket rally. Heavyweights
played a significant role
in today’s rise, while PSU
banks remained under
pressure following weak
results of the PSB major,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex climbs 465 points; Nifty above 17,500

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

JSW Steel will invest
over Rs 48,000 crore in the
next three years as part of
its capex plan, the compa-
ny’s Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) Sajjan Jindal has
said. Out of Rs 48,700, Rs
20,000 crore capex (capital
expenditure) is for the
2022-23 financial year, he
said.

Besides, JSW Steel is
also eyeing to amalga-
mate JSW Ispat Special
Products with it by the
end of the ongoing fiscal.
According to a regulatory
filing on Monday, Jindal
addressing a sharehold-
er’s query said: “The total
planned capex for the
next three years is Rs
48,700 crore, which in-

cludes Rs 20,000 crore
planned for this current
financial year.” The com-
posite scheme of amalga-
mation between the com-
pany and JSW Ispat
Special Products Limited
(Monnet Ispat) is expect-
ed to be completed during
this financial year, he
said. In August 2018, a
joint consortium of AION
Investments Private II Ltd
(AION) and JSW Steel

Limited acquired control-
ling stake in JSW Ispat
Special Products Limited
(formerly known as
Monnet Ispat & Energy
Limited). The consortium
was the sole bidder for
the 1.5-million-tonne
asset in Chhattisgarh.
The National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) had
approved a Rs 2,875-crore
bid to acquire the bank-
rupt Monnet Ispat &
Energy, which owed over
Rs 11,000 crore to a clutch
of lenders.

As per JSW Steel, “The
5 MTPA (million tonne
per annum) brownfield
expansion at Vijayanagar
is progressing well, with
civil works underway at
the site. The project is ex-
pected  to be completed by
the end of FY2024.”

JSW Steel outlays Rs 20,000 crore
capex for FY23: CMD Sajjan Jindal

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

PNB Housing Finance is
revamping its ‘Unnati’
loan portfolio to go deeper
into the affordable hous-
ing segment eyeing cus-
tomers who need loans of
Rs 9-12 lakh, MD & CEO
Hardayal Prasad said.
PNB Housing has created
a small vertical under
Unnati which will be dif-
ferent from existing Rs 18-
19 lakh as affordable hous-
ing loans. “We are setting
up a whole infrastructure,
we have already opened 10
more branches in June
quarter. This policy on
Unnati is completely re-
vamped, this is a complete-
ly different way the busi-
ness will take place. The
loan ticket size will come
down to about Rs 9-12 lakh
as against Rs 18-19 lakh

which is there today. “So
there is world of differ-
ence in the way as we plan
to hit the road by
September and that is
where the Unnati book
will start growing,”
Prasad said, adding it
opened 20 branches in
March 2022 quarter and
more will be added going
forward.

PNB Housing was never
there in this loan bracket,
some of the competing
HFCs offer these types of
loans. “As a very large
HFC it was important for
us to provide full suite of
services,” Prasad ex-
plained further. Promoted
by Punjab National Bank
(PNB), the housing fi-
nance company (HFC) has
identified and mapped al-
most 140 districts where it
will offer products under

this vertical of Unnati.
“We are going to enter
about 10-12 states.
Whether it is Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, we are going to
be pan-India. We will have
branches in these states,”
Prasad said. The housing

financier has appointed a
new official who will head
this vertical of the afford-
able housing segment.
“The biggest advantage
that we have with PNB is
that we are across India.
These are tier-IV kind of
locations and we will also
go to gram panchayats,”
he said further.

Speaking about the de-
mand scenario, he said be-
cause of the 90 basis
points increase in the repo
rate in May and June, and
increase in the cost of con-
struction material,
builders are saying there
is a little push back in de-
mand. There is more effort
that is being made to sell a
property. The industry is
experiencing a little reduc-
tion as compared to what
was seen up to March 2022,
Prasad said.

PNB Housing revamps ‘Unnati’ to offer 
Rs 9-12 lakh as affordable loans: MD&CEO Prasad

Mumbai, Aug 08: 

The rupee fell 40 paise
to close at 79.64 (provi-
sional) against the US
dollar on Monday amid
waning risk appetite
among investors.

Lower global crude
prices and a rally in do-
mestic equities restricted
the losses to some extent,
forex dealers said. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the do-
mestic currency opened
weak at 79.50 per dollar.

It oscillated between a
high of 79.45 and a low of
79.65 during the session.
It finally settled at 79.64,
down 40 paise over its
previous close of 79.24.
The dollar index, which

measures the green-
back’s strength against a
basket of six currencies,
slipped 0.25 per cent to
106.57.

Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark,
declined 0.54 per cent to
USD 94.38 per barrel. On

the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 465.14 points or
0.80 per cent higher at
58,853.07, while the
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 127.60 points or
0.73 per cent to 17,525.10.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors remained net
buyers in the capital
market on Friday as they
purchased shares worth
Rs 1,605.81 crore, as per
exchange data.

After turning net buy-
ers last month, foreign
investors continued their
positive stance on Indian
equities and invested
over Rs 14,000 crore in
the first week of August
amid softening of the dol-
lar index.

Rupee falls 40 paise to close
at 79.64 against US dollar

Equity mutual funds’

inflow drops 43 pc to

Rs 8,898 cr in July

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088:: Equity
mutual funds attracted Rs
8,898 crore in July, a sharp
decline of 43 per cent from the
preceding month, amid volatile
market conditions. Although,
this was the 17th straight
month of positive inflow in
equity schemes. The net
inflows in July were lower com-
pared to the net inflow of Rs
15,495 crore seen in June, Rs
18,529 crore seen in May and
Rs 15,890 crore in April,
according to data released by
Association of Mutual Funds in
India (Amfi)on Monday. 

Equity schemes have been
witnessing net inflow since
March 2021, highlighting the
positive sentiment among
investors. Prior to this, such
schemes had consistently wit-
nessed outflows for eight
months from July 2020 to
February 2021, losing Rs 46,791
crore. 

All the equity-oriented cate-
gories received net inflows in
July with the Small Cap Fund
category being the biggest
beneficiary with a net inflow of
Rs 1,780 crore. This was fol-
lowed by the Flexi Cap Fund
fund that witnessed Rs 1,381
crore net infusion. 

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

Country’s largest tele-
com player Jio has com-
pleted 5G coverage plan-
ning in top 1,000 cities and
conducted field trials of
its home-grown 5G tele-
com gears, Reliance
Industries said in its an-
nual report. In the report,
RIL (Reliance Industries
Limited) said that Jio took
major steps during 2021-22
in getting ready for 5G
with its 100 per cent in-
digenous technology.

The company was the
biggest bidder in the re-
cently-concluded 5G spec-
trum auction. India’s
biggest-ever auction of
telecom spectrum that
concluded on August 1
(Monday) received a

record Rs 1.5 lakh crore of
bids, with Mukesh
Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the air-
waves sold. “Jio’s 5G cov-
erage planning has been
completed in top 1,000
cities based on targeted
customer consumption
and revenue potential
using heat maps, 3D maps
and ray tracing technolo-
gy,” the report released on
August 7 said. Reliance Jio
was the top bidder, offer-
ing a cumulative bid of Rs
88,078 crore for 24,740 MHz
of airwaves across five
bands capable of offering
speeds about 10 times
faster than 4G, lag-free
connectivity, and can en-
able billions of connected
devices to share data in
real-time. It has acquired

the coveted 700 MHz spec-
trum, which can provide
6-10 kilometres of signal
range with one tower, and
forms a good base for of-
fering fifth generation
(5G) services in all 22 cir-
cles or zones in the coun-
try. Jio has also joined
hands with University of

Oulu in Finland — the
leader of the world’s first
major 6G research pro-
gramme — to accelerate
research and standardisa-
tion in 6G.

The company has done
active trials of 5G use
cases ranging from aug-
mented reality, virtual re-
ality, low-latency cloud
gaming, network slicing
and multi-tenancy for
video delivery, TV stream-
ing, connected hospitals
and industrial applica-
tions.

According to the
Department of Telecom,
5G technology is expected
to deliver 10 times better
download speed than that
of 4G and up to three
times greater spectrum ef-
ficiency.

Jio completes 5G coverage
planning in top 1,000 cities

New Delhi, Aug 08:

Infrastructure assets
worth over Rs 1.62 lakh
crore are expected to be
monetised during the cur-
rent fiscal, Parliament was
informed on Monday. The
government had last year
announced a Rs 6 lakh
crore National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) to unlock value in
infrastructure assets
across sectors, ranging
from power to road and
railways in four years till
2025. In a written reply to
the Lok Sabha, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said about Rs
97,000 crore worth of pub-
lic assets were monetised
in the last fiscal (2021-22).
The key transactions in-

clude highway toll-operate-
transfer (TOT) based PPP
concessions, NHAI’s
Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT), PowerGrid
InvIT, annual accruals
from mineral and coal
blocks auctioned in FY21-
22, private investment in
the redevelopment of rail-
way colonies, receipts from
6 airports leased on PPP
mode and private invest-
ment from port terminals
bid out on PPP mode.
“Indicative value of assets
envisaged to be monetised
under NMP during FY22-
23 is Rs 1,62,422 crore,” he
said. Chaudhary said the
various transactions pro-
posed to be undertaken
during FY22-23 include
highway TOT bundles and
InvIT future rounds, rede-

velopment of sports stadia,
operational power genera-
tion & transmission assets,
lease of airports through
PPP, PPP projects at vari-
ous port trusts, develop-
ment of silos and ware-
houses, monetisation of
tower assets and mining
assets. The indicative
value refers to the value ex-
pected to be realised by the
asset owners through the
monetisation process, ei-
ther in form of accruals or
by way of private sector in-
vestment. The sectors
identified under the NMP
include roads, ports, air-
ports, railways, warehous-
ing, gas & product
pipelines, power genera-
tion and transmission,
mining, telecom, stadium
and urban real estate.

Infra assets worth over Rs 1.62 lakh cr
to be monetised this fiscal: FinMin

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

The commerce min-
istry’s arm DGTR has rec-
ommended imposition of
anti-dumping duty on im-
ports of a kind of cutting
tool from China, for five
years, to protect the domes-
tic industry from cheap in-
bound shipments. The
Directorate General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR)
has recommended the duty
after conducting an investi-
gation on the dumped im-
ports of ‘resin bonded thin
wheels’. It is used in vari-
ous sectors ranging from
welding and cutting. The
directorate in its findings
has concluded the item is
being imported from China
into India in significant
quantities in both absolute

and relative terms. The im-
ports are undercutting the
prices of the domestic in-
dustry, it added. “Definitive
antidumping duty...is rec-
ommended to be imposed
for five years...,” the DGTR
has said in a notification.
The recommended duty
was in the range of USD
78.38 per tonne and USD
90.12 per tonne on imports.
While DGTR, which is
under the commerce min-
istry, recommends the duty,
the finance ministry takes
the final decision to impose
the same within three
months of the recommen-
dation. Countries initiate
anti-dumping probes to
check if their domestic in-
dustries have been hurt be-
cause of a surge in below-
cost imports.

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

Tata Play (formerly
known as Tata Sky) an-
nounced new affordable
packs for its subscribers.
“Entertainment is a basic
human necessity.

However, rising prices
areforcing people to make
a choice between necessi-
ties like food & fuel and
discretionary spends like
entertainment.

As the country’s largest
content distributor, we
take it upon ourselves to
make entertainment more
a f f o r d a b l e . ” s a i d
HaritNagpal, MD & CEO,
Tata Play. The new packs
and prices are available to
all existing and new cus-
tomers across India.
Subscribers can avail the
new Super Saver Packs by

visiting their nearest Tata
Play dealers or logging on
to www.Tataplay.com.
Existing subscribers can
find the new ‘Super Saver
Packs’ under the Manage
Packs tab on the Tata Play
mobile app.

The Hindi Super Value
Pack consists of Star
Plus,SET,Colors, Zee TV,
Star Gold,Sony Max, Zee
Cinema, Colors Cineplex,
Aaj Tak, NDTV and 203
other channels for Rs 249
only.

To create awareness
about these super saver
packs, Tata Play is launch-
ing a mass campaign, fea-
turing Kareena Kapoor
&Saif Ali Khan in
theHindispeaking markets
and Madhavan &
Priyamani in the South
markets.

Tata Play’s bold move to help
viewers save on TV bills

Commerce ministry 
recommends anti-dumping
duty on Chinese cutting tool

Allu Arjun’s all praise for success

of Kalyan Ram-starrer ‘Bimbisara’

T
he unit of director
Mallidi Vasishta's

just released Telugu
film, 'Bimbisara', fea-
turing actors
Nandamuri Kalyan
Ram, Catherine Tresa
and Samyuktha Menon
in the lead, is 'ecstatic'
as several top stars in-
cluding Allu Arjun and
Ram Pothineni have
now praised their film,
which has got a great
opening.

Taking to Twitter,
Allu Arjun on Sunday
said, "Big congratula-
tions to the 'Bimbisara'
team. Very interesting
and engaging fantasy
film. Impactful pres-
ence by Nandamuri
Kalyan garu . My
respect for him for
always bringing in
new talent into the
industry and attempt-
ing new kind of films.

"I appreciate debut
director Vasishta for
handling it well.
Commendation to all
the technicians and
artistes. M M
Keeravaani garu,
Catherine Tresa,
S a m y u k t h a .
'Bimbisara', an enter-
tainment for all age
groups."

Actor Nandamuri
Kalyan Ram responded
to the tweet, saying,
"Thanks brother. Your
appreciation on a per-
sonal note means a lot
to me. Our team is ec-
static." Similarly, actor
Ram Pothineni too con-

gratulated the unit of
the film. He tweeted,
"Congratulations my
dearest brother
Nandamuri Kalyan
Ram and the entire
team for the block-
buster success of
'Bimbisara'!"

On Saturday, Kalyan
Ram had shared
lengthy post, thanking
the audiences for the
success of the film.

He had said: "In 2019,
when we started work-
ing on 'Bimbisara', we
were all excited to kick
off the project and tell
this amazing story to
the world. But the ex-
citement soon turned
into tension due to mul-
tiple waves of Covid
and lockdowns.

"Amidst all this, we
wanted to give a great
theatrical experience
to all the movie lovers
and put in all our ef-
forts and hardwork.

"I was anxious about
the film because of the
scale of it and the am-
bition of the team. We
are relieved and glad
after seeing the block-
buster response, post
release.

"Thank you to all the
friends from the film
fraternity, media, well
wishers, movie lovers
and my dearest
Nandamuri fans for all
the support and love.
The success of
'Bimbisara' is the suc-
cess of the entire film
industry. Thank you."

ACROSS

1. Tempo

5. Road bends

10. Burden

14. Egg-shaped

15. Flowering bush

16. Highest point

17. “____ of the Flies”

18. Drummer Ringo ____

19. Pare

20. Possessed

22. Enjoyable

24. Zodiac sign

27. Program

28. Informer

30. Yarn craft

33. Boric ____

35. Viewed

36. Achievers

41. Loafer, e.g.

42. Legislate

44. Actor ____ Baldwin

45. Hair dye

47. Mimic

48. Casino game

49. Renovate

52. Camp bed

53. Attack

57. Bowler’s button

59. ____ of living

62. Kitchen gadget

65. Mailed

66. Verse makers

69. Dress for Caesar

70. Horse feed

71. Like honey

72. Uneasy

73. Modeling material

74. Writing assignment

75. Famous loch

DOWN

1. Marco ____

2. Declare

3. Pink flower

4. Senior

5. City trains

6. Occupy a chair

7. Smack

8. English nobleman

9. Shriek

10. Expire

11. Atlantic or Pacific

12. Modify

13. Letter after gamma

21. Poorly lit

23. Ripened

25. Relaxation

26. Panoramas

28. Reckless
29. Long (for)
31. Respond
32. Tom Brokaw, e.g.
34. Lion’s lair
37. Acorn tree
38. Conducting contact
39. Casino city
40. Highlander
43. Shredded
46. Parched
50. Go by
51. Sixth sense (abbr.)
53. Business gp.
54. Shoplift
55. Mr. Claus
56. Fidgety
58. Corroded
60. Aisles
61. Inferior grades
63. Omelet ingredients
64. Beams
67. Earl Grey, e.g.
68. Pigpen
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A group with which you’re affiliated may be

temporarily torn apart by quarrels among its

members, Aquarius. It’s best to stay out of it.

A friend could be having trouble and come

to you for advice and help. Don’t let yourself

get too frustrated by his or her weakness.

This could be a frustrating day for you, and

one best spent concentrating on projects. All

will be better tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Changes taking place in your home could
cause some temporary frustration tense
nerves on the part of family members,
Pisces. Perhaps you’re moving or refurnish-
ing or trying to do a thorough cleaning and
everyone is getting into everyone else’s
way. Just try to get the job done as quickly
as possible. Once it’s done, tempers will
subside, and all will be well.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Miscommunication with someone from far

away could lead to bruised egos, heightened

emotions, and angry phone calls. It’s best not

to get drawn into a quarrel, Aries. Try to

straighten it all out. Changes in your neighbor-

hood could cause problems with travel, so be

prepared for blocked streets and heavy traffic.

Walk - it will clear your head and get you

where you’re going more quickly.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your talents as a psychologist could be put

to work today when misunderstandings

arise. Your companions aren’t likely to be

thinking straight and may not respond to

reassurance, Taurus. Use your intuition to

find the best way to defuse the situation.

Finances might cause some worry right now,

but your ingenuity and money sense should

put things right. Go out and have fun tonight.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Someone who interests you could seem to
be showing interest in someone else. This
might arouse your insecurities and cause a
bit of jealousy. Don’t make yourself crazy,
Gemini. All may not be as it seems. Try to
discern the facts. Invitations to do more
than one thing on the same night might
force you to make an uncomfortable
choice. Make the one that suits you best.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Someone is keeping secrets from you. We all

have private issues, Cancer, but this situation

affects you. Your intuition will probably tell

you who the person is. Try to get them to open

up without exerting pressure. Unfinished

tasks could drive you crazy. You may try to

race through them, which can cause too much

stress. Get the crucial ones done and let the

others go. Relax with a movie tonight.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Circumstances beyond your control
might get in the way of attending a
group event. This could cause some dis-
appointment for you and others, Leo.
It’s best to find something else to do.
Your own project is likely to need some
attention, and this could prove to be a
challenge that keeps you engrossed for
hours. Treat yourself to takeout tonight.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A female visitor who needs some sympathy

could contact you today. She may want advice

on some problems, Virgo, but she could also

bring information, possibly involving new sci-

entific or metaphysical studies that you find

fascinating and that you’ll want to relate to

others. This information could trigger your

own insights. Write down your ideas. You’ll

want to remember them.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Some important plans, perhaps involving a

vacation or education, could be temporarily

blocked by circumstances beyond your con-

trol, Libra. This can make you upset and might

even set your temper on edge. You may be

tempted to take out your frustrations on oth-

ers. It would be more productive - and chal-

lenging - to find ways to make your plans

work, even if they’re delayed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A letter or call could arrive today bringing

upsetting news about money, Scorpio. Your

first reaction might be to blame yourself or

someone else, but the circumstances are

probably beyond anyone’s control. Chances

are it can be set right. Before anyone gets too

upset, it’s best to investigate and find out

what needs to be done. It might take some

effort, but all will be well.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Jealousy could rear its ugly head today,

Sagittarius. This could involve a romantic

relationship. Jealousy is often groundless, so

avoid it by doing some communicating. This

is the time to make the effort to turn a dis-

advantage into an advantage. Strong emo-

tions can work for you under some circum-

stances. A passionate reconciliation is better

than an angry estrangement.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Nervous tension could cause a temporary
malaise that keeps your energy very low
today. But there are tasks that need to be
done, Capricorn, so you’ll probably try to do
them in spite of the way you feel. Try not to
overwork yourself or take your weariness
out on others. It’s better to let some things
go than make yourself and everyone else
that much more stressed out.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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TT he family drama
‘Appnapan...Badalte

Rishton Ka Bandhan’ on
Sony Entertainment
Television has captured the
hearts of the viewers with
its storyline that offers a
new perspective on ‘second
chances’ while highlighting
the difficulties and intrica-
cies relationships go
through. The
show, which
stars Cezanne
Khan and
Rajshree Thakur, focuses on
the lives of an estranged
couple, Nikhil and Pallavi,
who are dealing with their
own set of challenges relat-
ed to parenthood owing to
their past and has viewers
invested in their story. Now,
the show will be going
through a time slot change
in the upcoming week.
While the show would air
every Monday to Friday at
10:00 pm previously, it
would now be airing at 6:30
pm with a repeat telecast at
10:30 pm starting 8th
August onwards.
Talking about the change in
the timeslot, Rajshree
Thakur who plays the role of

Pallavi in the show opined,
"We have been receiving
such lovely responses from
the viewers and our fans.
Their love for our show is
what is making us work
harder and give them quali-
ty entertainment that they
can enjoy to the fullest. We
are going to have a time slot
change and now 'Appnapan'
will be airing at 6:30 pm
than its original time of
10:00 pm. I hope that the
viewers keep supporting us

and they keep giving us the
love that they have been
showering us with, more so
now because we will be
coming on TV twice! We
have lots of drama to
unpack and so stay tuned!"
Even though the two are at
odds with one another—
Nikhil is battling for custody
of his children, while Pallavi
is trying to stand her ground
and keep all of her children
to herself—there are times
of generosity when the two
come to each other's res-
cue. Pallavi has been
defending Nikhil from some
unpleasant questions from
the journalists during the
Food Mela in recent
episodes. Pallavi would res-
cue Nikhil from peril, and
Nikhil's mother would see
this on television and feel
hopeful for them once more.
Will Nikhil's mother serve as
the impetus for the reconcil-
iation of the couple?

DDoonn''tt  ffoorrggeett,,  ttuunnee  iinnttoo
''AAppppnnaappaann......  BBaaddaallttee
RRiisshhttoonn  KKaa  BBaannddhhaann'',,  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  66::3300  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

'Appnapan... Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan' to get a new time slot 

R
ashmika Mandanna, who is fast ris-
ing as one of the top actresses in the

Tamil and Telugu film industries, on
Sunday, expressed her love for friends on
the occasion of Friendship Day, saying,
they had a piece of her heart. Taking to
Instagram, she posted pictures of herself
with friends, and said: "I am not someone
who generally takes Friendship Day, Hug
Day, Chocolate Day or Valentine's Day
very seriously, and I am not someone
who puts my personal life out a lot… but
these people in these photos (some are
missing)... It's a surprise for them too!

"But I just randomly wanted to say how
important these people are in my life… I
wouldn't be the same person without
them… "Some who I grew up with, some
who I work with, some who I am not in
touch with very much but they have still
managed to make a mark so deep in my
heart that they will always and forever be
special! "So, you guys I love you. A notifi-
cation from you makes me smile. The
random calls good or bad make my heart
happy. I love you! "Thank you for making
me the person I am today. You have a
piece of my heart."

Rashmika posts Friendship Day pix,
says ‘friends are a piece of my heart’

With its extraordinary dis-
play of India's young singing
talent, Sony Entertainment
Television's homegrown kids
singing reality show
Superstar Singer 2 has capti-
vated its audience. 

With their impeccable
singing, the contestants a.k.a
the 'Best Bache Ever' contin-
ue to impress the judges and
special guests week on
week. 

The upcoming episode is
going to take the audience
on a musical roller coaster
ride as the show will cele-
brate the original music mav-
erick – Kishore Kumar in the
‘Non-stop Kishore Kumar’
special episode this Sunday.
Making the evening extra
special, the contestants, cap-

tains, and judges will per-
form to the ever green songs
of the legendary playback
singer, Kishore Da. While the
special episode will get
transformed into a musical
extravaganza, Judge Javed
Ali will share an interesting
memory about his first super
hit song ‘Kajra Re’ from the
movie Bunty and Babli. He
shares, “‘Intehan hogyi
intezar ki’ is the song which
became the inspiration for
my first ever hit song Kajra
re.
And you won’t believe it, I

was asked to playback for
Mr. Abhishek Bachchan ji
and at that time I was very
young and I was not sure if
I could do justice to the
song. 

Abhishek‘s voice has a
lot of bass in it, so in order
to match that I heard this
song and started singing it
to attain the same bass in
my voice. So, this song by
Kishore Da really helped
me.”
WWaattcchh  SSuuppeerrssttaarr  SSiinnggeerr  22
eevveerryy  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy
aatt  88  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Javed Ali shares an 
interesting anecdote  

A
film that marked
the ‘Rise’ of un-

matched cinematic expe-
rience, created a ‘Roar’ at
the Box Office Worldwide
and started a ‘Revolt’ that
brought people back to
the theatre. The film of
the year, the magnum
opus, RRR is all set to
have its World Television
Premiere and Zee
Cinema audiences will
get front row seats!

Hailed for his larger-
than-life cinematic show-
cases, filmmaker S. S.
Rajamouli created a mas-
terpiece with RRR star-
ring not only two power-
houses of Indian cinema,
Ram Charan and Jr. NTR
but also faces like Ajay

Devgn and Alia Bhatt –
the multi-starrer shook
the entertainment indus-
try, globally.

Capturing the essence
of the pre-independence
era, RRR takes us on a
captivating ride filled
with a virtuous friend-
ship, unbelievable energy,
jaw-dropping action, and
innocent romance,
drama that will compel
you to sit up and whistle
for your favorite star. So,
this Independence week,
block your calendars to
witness a spectacle from
the Indian film industry
with the World Television
Premiere of RRR on 14th
August only on Zee
Cinema.

The mega multi-starrer
film produced from India,
RRR is one of the most
expensive productions
with a budget of over 550
Crores. The cutting-edge
visual graphics that
made the story come
alive on screen in the
most extravagant way, re-
ceived applause not only
from the national film
fraternity but also the in-
ternational industry.
Here are some of the en-
dorsements that the film
has earned:

For the announcement
of the World Television
Premiere of a film that is
as grand as RRR, Zee
Cinema is leaving no
stone unturned. A promo

with the premiere date
and time was launched
across 9 Hindi movie
cluster channels of Zee
for audiences to block
their calendar for this
mega event. While this
practice is followed for
announcements of the-
atrical releases, with
RRR, it’s the first time a
channel has made such a
huge announcement for
the World Television
Premiere of a film.

This Independence
Day, come together and
enjoy this mega enter-
tainer with your family
with the World Television
Premiere of RRR on Zee
Cinema on 14th August at
8 pm.

World TV Premiere 
of ‘RRR’on Zee Cinema



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, TUESDAY,  AUGUST  09,  2022

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::

Sharath Kamal showed age
is just a number as the 40-year-
old capped his best ever per-
formance at the
Commonwealth Games by win-
ning the men’s singles gold
here on Monday. After losing
the first game that he should
have closed, Sharath beat a
much younger yet experienced
Liam Pitchford of England 11-
13, 11-7, 11-2, 11-6, 11-8 at the
NEC arena.

Sharath, who had first won
the singles gold back in 2006,
had already claimed two golds
here in the team and mixed
doubles event alongside Sreeja
Akula. With this yellow metal,
he increased his tally to a stag-
gering 13 medals across five
CWG appearances. 

In the final, he was at his
finest, firing winners from both
sides. Long rallies away from
the table was the order of the
day and Sharath won majority
of them. He was also brilliant in
cutting the points short with
perfectly placed backhand win-
ners. In what turned out to be
the final game of the title clash,
Sharath led 6-1 before
Pitchford reduced the deficit to

5-6 by winning the best rally of
the match. Sharath absorbed
the pressure to make it 10-6
after time out. He thought he
had converted his second
match point but the umpires
awarded the point to his oppo-

nent as the ball was close to
Sharath’s body at the time of
his retrieve. He converted the
next one to complete a memo-
rable run in Birmningham. G
Sathiyan secured the bronze
after a marathon battle against

England’s Paul Drinkhall.
Sathiyan bagged his maiden
CWG singles medal after beat-
ing home-favourite Drinkhall 4-
3 in front of a packed crowd.
The Indian thus avenged his
men’s doubles final loss
against the same opponent by
winning 11-9 11-3 11-5 8-11 9-

11 10-12 and 11-9. The bronze
was Sathiyan’s sixth overall
medal at the CWG since Gold
Coast 2018. On Sunday,
Sathiyan paired up with the
Sharath to claim the men’s
doubles silver after going down
to the English duo of Drinkhall
and Pitchford.

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))
India’s star doubles pair
of Chirag Shetty and
S a t w i k s a i r a j
Rankireddy won
the country’s
third gold from
the badminton
court with a
straight game
victory over
England’s Ben Lane
and Sean Mendy at
the Commonwealth
Games. The Indian
duo won 21-15, 21-13.
India thus finished a
fantastic badminton
campaign with three
gold, one silver and two
bronze. The Satwik-
Chirag pair followed
double Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu and All
England runners-up
Lakshya Sen, who
also won yellow
metals on the day.
The silver came in
team championship
and the bronze medals
were won by Kidambi
Srikanth in the men’s sin-
gles and Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand in the
women’s doubles.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):
India settled for the silver
medal in men’s hockey
after losing to Australia 0-7
in a one-sided final at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Monday.

The goals were scored by
Blake Govers, Nathan
Ephraums, Jacob
Anderson, Tom Wickham
and Fynn Ogilvie.

Up against the rampag-
ing Australians, Indians
struggled to get their act
right in the summit show-
down, which turned out to
be completely lopsided.

Australia scored the first
goal of the game in the the
first quarter, having start-
ed the final on a dominat-
ing note. Australia were 2-0
at the end of the first quar-

ter, with Ephraums scor-
ing the second goal for the
six-time CWG champions.

They continued to domi-
nate the game and scored
five more goals to extend

their domination at the
multi-sport sporting ex-
travaganza.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):
Fast-rising Indian boxer
Sagar Ahlawat concluded
an impressive
Commonwealth Games
campaign by clinching the
silver medal in the super-
heavy weight (+92kg) divi-
sion here. Competing in
his maiden international
event, Sagar lost the gold
medal bout to home
favourite Delicious Orie
via a 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion late on Sunday.

The 20-year-old, who sur-
prised everyone with his
powerful performance in
the earlier bouts, was
forced to defend in the
opening round as Orie as-
sumed the role of the ag-
gressor. But the Indian de-
fended well and also man-

aged to land some counter
punches with all five
judges ruling in his favour.
However a minute into the

second round, the Haryana
pugilist, who belongs to a
family of farmers, seemed
to have tired as he repeat-

edly resorted to clinching,
which also earned him a
warning by the referee. By
the third round, Sagar
looked completely spent
but managed to land a few
jabs. He also started bleed-
ing as one of Orie’s punch-
es left a cut above his left
eye.

The Englishman took
full advantage of that con-
nected a flurry of upper
cuts to take the title.

Despite the loss in the
final it was a successful
campaign for the young-
ster, who took up the sport
five years ago after reading
a newspaper article on the
2015 ‘Fight of the Century’
between boxing legends
Floyd Mayweather Jr and
Manny Pacquiao.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):

Heartbroken after a gold
medal slipped out of their
hands, India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur harped
on the need to stop repeat-
ing same mistakes in ‘title
clashes’, saying the “men-
tal block” has to be broken,
going forward. Indian team
came to close winning cov-
eted gold on women crick-
et’s CWG debut but fell
short by nine runs after
being in a dominant posi-
tion against mighty
Australia. It was deja vu for
Harmanpreet and Co. who
had suffered a similar inex-
plicable batting collapse
during the T20 World Cup
finals defeat against
Australia in 2020 and the
2017 ODI World Cup final
in England. “Every time in

big finals, we make the
same mistakes again and
again (with the bat), that is
something we have to im-
prove,” Harmanpreet said
after the match on Sunday.

“We don’t do these mis-
takes in the league phase
or in bilateral. That is
blocking our mind some-
where,” the skipper added.

With 50 needed off the
last six overs with eight
wickets in hand, India
seemed to be on course to
title triumph but lost last
five wickets for 13 runs
owing to some poor shot se-
lections. Harmanpreet and
Jemimah Rodrigues
strung a 96-run partner-
ship but both ended up
playing some poor shots to
make their way back to the
dug out.

Birmingham,Aug 08 (PTI):
Star mixed doubles pair of
Saurav Ghosal and Dipika
Pallikal won the bronze to
secure India’s second
medal in squash at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Sunday.

In a repeat of last edi-
tion’s final, Ghosal and
Pallikal hardly broke a
sweat as they prevailed 11-
8 11-4 over the Australian
combine of Donna
Lobban and Cameron
Pilley in the bronze medal
play-off.

The Indian duo, who
had won the silver medal
in the mixed team event in
the 2018 Gold Coast edi-
tion, had gone down to
Joelle King and Paul Coll
in the semifinals. “To win

the gold medal would have
been huge for India, so for
us to come back today and
produce the performance
and play the way we did, is
brilliant,” Ghosal said
after the win.

“It’s something that I
will always cherish and
feel very proud of. It will
go down as personally my
best Commonwealth
Games ever. It’s some-
thing I can always look
back on with fondness.”

Dipika added: “It’s al-
ways hard to back up after
a very tough loss and it
was very important to be
mentally strong today. We
had to try and put that be-
hind us we played really
well and stuck to our
game plan.”

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):

The Duleep Trophy, back
in the calendar in its old
zonal format after three
years, will kick-start the
Indian domestic season
from September 8 with
1500 games across all age-
groups over a period of
six months, the BCCI said
on Monday.

“The prestigious
Duleep Trophy will mark
the start of a full-fledged
season, which will also
see a return of the Irani
Cup,’ BCCI secretary Jay
Shah was quoted as say-
ing by media release.

“The Duleep Trophy
(September 8-25) will be

contested between six
zones (North, South,
Central, West, East and
Northeast) on a knockout
basis,” Shah added.

The BCCI was not fol-
lowing the zonal format
for the last few seasons,
fielding the India Red,
Blue and Green teams in-
stead.

With the zonal format
making a comeback, it
will have one extra zone
in northeast, besides the
existing five.

The two multi-day tour-
naments will be followed
by the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy (October 11-
November 5) and the

Vijay Hazare Trophy
(November 12- December
2). The two white-ball
tournaments will be con-
tested between 38 teams
split into three groups of
eight teams and two
groups comprising seven
sides.

The Ranji Trophy will
be back to its old format
and starts from December
13 and ends on February
20. The elite and plate
groups will be back. The
elite group will comprise
32 teams and will have
four groups of eight
teams in a home and
away format with each
team playing seven

matches in the league
stage. The top two teams
from each of the four
groups will directly quali-
fy for the quarterfinals.

The plate group will
comprise six teams with
15 league matches and the
top four will directly qual-
ify for the semi-final
while the bottom two will
play against each other
for the 5th/6th place.

Both the elite group
and plate group league
matches will start on
December 13 with the
plate league concluding
on January 29 and the
elite group finishing on
February 20.

Dubai, Aug 08 (PTI): Sri
Lanka spin sensation
Prabath Jayasuriya and
England women’s cricket
team’s emerging all-
rounder Emma Lamb
were on Monday voted
ICC ‘Player of the Month’
for July.

The 30-year-old
Jayasuriya faced off com-
petition from England’s
in-form batter and June’s
Player of the Month win-
ner Jonny Bairstow and
French youngster Gustav
McKeon to claim the hon-
our. Jayasuriya, who
made his Test debut in Sri
Lanka’s final Test match

against Australia in Galle
earlier in July, picked up
12 wickets and guided the
Lankans to a series-level-
ling victory.

He also scalped another
17 wickets in the recently-
concluded two-match Test
series against Pakistan.

“I am delighted with
this announcement, and
wish to thank the fans for
voting me as the ICC
Men’s Player of the
Month. Certainly it has
been an incredible month
for me, as I made the Test
debut, and also got the op-
portunity to contribute
for my team to level the

Test series played against
Australia and Pakistan,”
Jayasuriya said.

“I take this opportunity
to thank my fans, team-
mates, coaches, family
and friends for helping
my journey, and thrilled
with what I am experienc-
ing at this moment in my
life,” he added.

Meanwhile, Lamb was
rewarded after an ex-
traordinary three-match
ODI series against South
Africa.

The 24-year-old young-
ster beat compatriot Nat
Sciver and India pacer
Renuka Singh to win the

award. Lamb amassed 234
runs in three matches, in-
cluding a match-winning
century (102 off 97 balls)
followed by two half-cen-
turies (67 off 65 balls and
65 off 66 balls) in the next
two games.

“It’s very exciting to
have been awarded the
ICC Women’s Player of
the Month award for July.
I’m very happy to have
earned my spot at the top
of the order in the Test
and ODI team and it’s
been brilliant to be able to
score some runs and help
the team win,” Lamb
said.

40 and going strong: Sharath
wins singles gold after 16 years

Indias Achanta Sharath Kamal and Akula Sreeja in
action against Malaysia during Mixed Doubles Table
Tennis final match, at the Commonwealth Games 2022
in Birmingham.

Birmingham,Aug 08 (PTI):
G Sathiyan bagged his
maiden Commonwealth
Games singles medal as
he won bronze, beating
home-favourite Paul
Drinkhall 4-3 in front of
a packed crowd here.
Sathiyan avenged his
men’s doubles final loss
against Drinkhall and
triumphed 11-9 11-3 11-5 8-
11 9-11 10-12 and 11-9. The
bronze was Sathiyan’s
sixth overall medal at the
Commonwealth Games
since Gold Coast 2018
and back-to-back medals
in as many days.

G Sathiyan wins 
bronze in Men’s singles

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran
of India hits a forehand
return to Paul Drinkhall
of England in their mens

singles table tennis
bronze medal match at

the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham in

Birmingham, England,
Monday.

Badminton: Chirag-Satwik
pair wins men’s doubles gold

Indias Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty celebrate
after winning the Mens Doubles
Final Badminton match against
Englands Ben Lane and Sean
Vendy at the CWG Monday.

Fast-rising boxer Sagar Ahlawat
wins silver on international debut

Boxer Sagar Ahlawat during his bout against Englands
Delicious Orie in the final of 92kg (Super Heavyweight)
boxing match, at the Commonwealth Games 2022.

India settle for silver in men’s 
hockey, lose 0-7 to Australia in final

Australias Jacob Anderson, center, after scoring his sides third goal during the mens
final hockey match between Australia and India at the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, England, Monday.

Pallikal-Ghosal bag mixed 
doubles bronze in CWG squash

Harmanpreet rues trend of mistakes in big final

Washington, Aug 08 (AP):

It was quite a week for
Russia’s professional ten-
nis players four tourna-
ments, three titles.

One of them, Liudmila
Samsonova, thinks it
might not be merely a co-
incidence that this recent
run of success for her,
Daria Kasatkina and
Daniil Medvedev comes
shortly after they were
banned from competing at
Wimbledon because of
their country’s invasion
of, and ongoing war in,
Ukraine.

We are are all very
angry about the situation,
Samsonova said after beat-
ing Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi
4-6, 6-3, 6-3 in the final of

the Citi Open on Sunday
for her second career WTA
title. I mean, it was a really
tough month.

Samsonova earned her
trophy in Washington a
day after Medvedev, who
leads the men’s rankings,
defeated Britain’s Cam
Norrie for the champi-
onship at Los Cabos,
Mexico, and several hours
before Kasatkina won the
title at San Jose,
California, with a victory
over American Shelby
Rogers. All three events
are hard-court tuneups
ahead of the year’s last
Grand Slam tournament,
the U.S. Open, which be-
gins in New York on Aug.
29; Medvedev is the defend-
ing champion there.

Russian tennis players collect
3 titles at US Open tuneups

Prabath Jayasuriya, Emma Lamb
win ICC Player of Month honour

Duleep Trophy back in old format,
Irani Cup slotted in calendar New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

As the celebratory days
for the Centre's 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' campaign are
nearing, the sale of tri-
colour has risen manifolds
in the national capital,
leaving traders and manu-
facturers scrambling to
meet the pent-up demands.

Gulshan Khurana (63), a
wholesale trader from
Delhi's Sadar Bazaar has
been in the business of
supplying national flags
for over 50 years, but has
never witnessed such an
enormous demand for the
tricolour in the past.

Traders have claimed
that the sale of all kinds of

tricolours has increased 50
times since the announce-
ment of the campaign by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 22. However,
the demand for medium
size and national flags
made up of satin is at an
all-time high.

Under the campaign, the
Central government is
aiming to have at least 20
crore flags atop houses
from August 13 to 15 to
mark 75 years of India's
Independence. Khurana
was in the United States of
America (USA) on vaca-
tion when he started re-
ceiving dozens of calls
from the buyers for large
orders of flags.

"I am in this business for
over 50 years, you can say
since childhood. But I have
never seen demands for
Indian flags like this. My
phone does not stop ring-
ing," he said, adding that
he had to rush back to
complete the orders.

To meet the demands,
Khurana is manufactur-
ing only two sizes -- 16X24
and 18X27-- of the tri-
colour or 'tiranga', as it is
called in Hindi.

"We are only producing
two types of tricolours so
that all the resources can
be utilised in making the
flags with the highest de-
mands," he told PTI.
"Every day we are produc-

ing around 15 lakh flags
but the demand is even
much higher. The orders
are coming in from all
over India as their is a
shortage of flags in the
country. So people are get-
ting flags from wherever
they can. We have just
sent an order of a lakh
flags to Goa," he said,
adding that despite work-
ing day and night, they
are unable to meet the
sky-high demands.

"I am receiving orders
of crore of flags every
day. We have only been
able to fulfil a part of it
only. We have tried to ful-
fil all orders but it is diffi-
cult," he said.

Members laud Naidu’s
role as RS Chairman

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Members cutting across
party lines bade farewell to
vice president M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday in Rajya
Sabha, lauding his role as
its chairman and recollect-
ing how he inspired and al-
lowed them to speak in
their native languages.

While some Opposition
members urged him to pen
an autobiography, Leader
of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
appreciated how Naidu
functioned despite being
"under pressure".

Noting that the produc-
tivity of the House in-
creased under Naidu,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi said the outgoing
chairman encouraged dia-
logue and his legacy will
continue to guide his suc-
cessors. He worked on the
principle that 'let the gov-
ernment propose, let
Opposition oppose, let the
house dispose', the prime
minister said. "One of the
admirable things about
Naidu is his passion for
Indian languages. This was
reflected in how he
presided over the House,"
Modi said, adding as chair-
man he encouraged the use
of the mother tongue. On
Naidu's famous one-liners,
the prime minister said
"they are wit-liners. There
is both depth and sub-
stance in what Naidu says."

Naidu turned emotional
when Trinamool Congress
MP Derek O'Brien narrated
an incident from the Vice
President's early life when
he lost his mother as a one-
year-old. "From that early
loss, you went on to do so
many things in your glori-
ous career... I am sure it
will make a good story for
your autobiography...which
you must write," he said.

Referring to the pas-
sage of the farm bills in
the House in September
2020, the TMC MP said it
was a "very important
day about my outlook
about you...maybe you
will answer that question
someday in your autobi-
ography".

‘Oppn leaders criticise courts when
judgments do not favour them’

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Monday slammed
Rajya Sabha MP and sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal for
his criticism of the
Supreme Court, saying it
was "very very sad for the
entire country" that oppo-
sition leaders start attack-
ing constitutional authori-
ties when their judgments
do not favour them.

Sibal, a former law min-
ister, had criticised the
apex court over its recent
judgments, including on
the PMLA, at an event on
Saturday and reportedly
claimed there is "no hope"
left in it. How can one keep
trust in the Supreme
Court when it upholds
such laws, he reportedly

said, referring to the judg-
ment which upheld vari-
ous provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
condemned by opposition
parties as draconian.
Lashing out at him, Rijiju
said statements made by
Sibal and some Congress

leaders "betray a mindset"
that courts or any consti-
tutional authority must
favour them or work ac-
cording to their interest.

Whenever courts give a
decree or a judgment
against their mindset, they
start attacking the consti-
tutional authorities, he
told reporters. This is "very
very sad for the entire
country" that prominent
leaders and parties are crit-
icizing constitutional insti-
tutions like the Supreme
Court, high courts,
Election Commission and
other important agencies,
the BJP leader said. These
agencies and institutions
are absolutely autonomous
and work according to the
rule of law and are guided
by the statutes, he said.

‘Fewer children able to catch up 
with age-appropriate learning’

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Less than 50 per cent of
children are able to catch
up with their age-appropri-
ate learning following the
COVID-19 pandemic and
they get distracted easily, a
new survey on learning
loss and education recov-
ery has claimed.

Over 48,000 students par-
ticipated in the survey by
the Smile India foundation.
It covered urban, rural and
aspirational districts of 22
states. "According to teach-
ers, less than 50 per cent of
children have been able to
cope with the learning loss

over the last two years and
are able to catch up on their
age-appropriate learning
currently," it said. "These
are mostly those students
who have been regularly
performing well prior to
the pandemic as well.
Hence, bringing the rest of
the students to par with
their expected learning
level will require some
time and effort in the up-
coming months," the sur-
vey said. Fifty-eight per
cent of teachers were of
the opinion that children
have missed on social skills
and now get distracted easi-
ly, it added. "Their attention
span has gone low." The
survey noted that parents
have started getting more

involved in their wards' ed-
ucation. Forty-seven per
cent of them were of the
view that there is an in-
creased interaction be-
tween them and teachers in
schools as well as over
phone calls, it said.

"Thirty-eight per cent of
parents started interacting
with teachers by visiting
schools, and there is a 27
per cent increase in atten-
dance in parent-teacher
meetings (PTMs). Fifty per
cent of parents interviewed
felt the absence of digital
learning resources like de-
vices, networks, and data
packs made the learning
experience inadequate for
the children during the
pandemic," the survey said.

Shimla, Aug 08 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Monday promised 300
units of free electricity to
household consumers and
a financial assistance of
Rs 1,500 to poor women if
voted to power in
Himachal Pradesh.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister and Congress'
Chief Election Observer
for Himachal Pradesh
Bhupesh Baghel also
promised implementation
of the old pension scheme,
as done in party-ruled
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, within 10
days of assuming power.

The senior Congress
leader made the an-
nouncements during an
interaction with the media
here. To a query on avail-
ability of funds, Baghel
said suitable provisions
will be made in the state

budget to fulfil the promis-
es, if his party came to
power. These promises

will be included in the
party's poll manifesto,
which is to be issued soon,

he added. Himachal
Pradesh is likely to go to
polls in December.

Rs 1,500 per month to poor women 

p Post pandemic
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Bal Vikas Evam Pustahar department employees carry the national flag during a programme as part of Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign, in Meerut, Monday.

HAR GHAR TIRANGA CAMPAIGN

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah pays tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during his visit to his
birthplace in Cuttack, Odisha.

TRIBUTE TO NETAJI

73 people die due to 
flood in Karnataka

Bengaluru, Aug 08 (PTI): 

As many as 73 people
lost their lives while
7,386 people have taken
shelter in 75 relief
camps in Karnataka due
to floods and rain-related
incidents during the on-
going monsoon, state
Revenue Minister R
Ashoka said on Monday.

The minister said 161
villages in 14 districts
were badly hit by the
heavy rains and floods
affected 21,727 people in
recent days.

"As many as 73 people
lost their lives, which
comprises 15 deaths due
to lightning, five due to

tree collapse, 19 due to
house collapse, 24 swept
away in rivers, nine due
to landslide and one due
to electrocution. These
incidents happened from
June 1 to August 7," the
minister said at a press
conference.

As many as 8,197 peo-
ple were shifted to safety,
Ashoka said, adding, 75
relief camps have been
opened where 7,386 peo-
ple have taken shelter.

The minister said 666
houses have been com-
pletely damaged while
2,949 were severely dam-
aged and 17,750 houses
were partially damaged.
Agriculture crops in

1,29,087 hectares and
horticulture crops in
7,942 hectares were dam-
aged, the minister said.

He also said the rains
this year damaged 11,768
km of road, 1,152 bridges
and culverts, 122 pri-
mary health centres,
2,249 anganwadi centres
and 95 irrigation lakes.

"We have directed the
deputy commissioners
to intensify the relief
work. The districts have
a fund of Rs 857 crore (to
take up relief works),"
Ashoka said.

The minister said Rs 5
lakh is given as compen-
sation to the next of kin
of those who lost their

lives in flood-related inci-
dents, which includes Rs
4 lakh from the National
Disaster Response Fund.

Those who lost their
houses completely will
get Rs 5 lakh whereas for
severely and partially
damaged houses, the
government gives Rs 3
lakh and Rs 50,000, re-
spectively, as compensa-
tion.

He also said the state
government has im-
proved the relief camps
by giving food kits,
which comprise 10 kg
rice, one kg pulse, one kg
sugar, one kg salt, chilli
powder, one litre oil, and
other essential spices.

No proposal to set
up new IIT in
country: Govt

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):
There is no proposal to es-
tablish any new Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
in the country, the Ministry
of Education said on
Monday. The information
was shared by Union
Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar in
response to a written ques-
tion in Lok Sabha.
"Presently, there is no pro-
posal to establish any new
IIT in the country," he said.
In the Budget for the year
2014-15, setting up of five
new IITs in the states of
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Chhattisgarh, Jammu &
Kashmir and Goa, was an-
nounced. Similarly, in the
2015-16 Budget, setting up of
an IIT in Karnataka and
upgradation of Indian
School of Mines, Dhanbad
into an IIT were announced.

SC refuses to 
interfere with pension

of Army jawan 
Discharged for alcohol

dependency

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court on Monday re-
fused to interfere with the order
of the Armed Force Tribunal
(AFT) granting a pension to an
Army jawan, who was discharged
from service due to his alcohol
dependency. A bench of Justices
DY Chandrachud and AS
Bopanna accepted the Centre's
contention that it should not be-
come a precedent and ordered
that in the facts and circum-
stances of the case, it is not inter-
fering with the order of the AFT.
Additional Solicitor General
Madhvi Divan, appearing for the
Centre, said that the order of the
AFT should be set aside other-
wise it would become a norm and
increase indiscipline in the force.
The bench said that it is uphold-
ing the order of AFT in the facts
and circumstances of the case.

ASSLY POLL HP

Cong promises 300 units free power

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel along with Congress leaders Rajeev Shukla,
Partap Singh Bajwa and others addresses a press conference, in Shimla, Monday.

SURVEY RESULT

Urge him to write autobiography

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

Flag sale skyrockets, traders 
struggling to meet demand

PROPHET ROW

Relief for news anchor
Navika Kumar

SC grants interim 
protection from arrest

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court Monday granted
interim protection from arrest to
Navika Kumar in connection
with FIRs lodged against her
over controversial remarks
made by former BJP spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma on Prophet
Mohammad during a TV debate
moderated by the news anchor.
A bench of Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli issued
notices to the Centre, West
Bengal government, and others
on Kumar's plea seeking quash-
ing of proceedings initiated
against her. As an interim meas-
ure, no coercive action shall be
taken against the petitioner pur-
suant to the impugned
FIRs/complaints or future FIRs/
complaints which may be regis-
tered with respect to the broad-
cast of May 26", the bench said.



Patent 
PPrraayyaaggrraajj:: The Center of
Food Technology,
Allahabad University, has
received patent for its
‘potato flakes energy bar’
which can meet the
immediate energy needs
of runners, growing chil-
dren and patients with
severe energy deficit. The
patent has been granted
by the Office of the
Controller General of
Patents, Designs &
Trademarks under the
Union commerce and
industry ministry.

Rejoin
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  Former
Haryana Minister Sampat
Singh on Monday rejoined
the Congress in the pres-
ence of senior party
leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and others.
Haryana Congress chief
Udai Bhan and Rajya
Sabha MP Deepender
Hooda were also present
on the occasion.

Electrocuted
MMhhooww::  A kanwaria pilgrim
died of electrocution,
while three others sus-
tained injuries on Monday
after coming in contact
with a high-tension power
line while dancing on top
a vehicle in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district,
police said.

Demand 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Students of
Delhi University’s Faculty
of Law on Monday staged
a protest, demanding
postponement of their
examination and changes
in the date sheet to
ensure a sufficient gap
between two papers. The
students gathered outside
the administration office
of the Campus Law Centre
(CLC) and raised slogans.

Suspended 
AAlliiggaarrhh:: Three students of
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) were on Monday
suspended for allegedly
attempting to abduct a
fellow student, university
officials said. AMU
Proctor Mohamad
Waseem Ali said under-
graduate students Ashraf
Ali, Atif Jamal and Farhan
Ali attempted to abduct
Mohamnad Kashif while
he was coming out of the
examination hall.

WORKSHOP WITH A DIFFERENCE

School students participate in an umbrella painting workshop, organised under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations, in Varanasi, Monday. 
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BRIEF

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah with Union Education

Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and BJP MP

Aparajita Sarangi visits
Lingaraja Temple to offer

prayers to Lord Shiva on the
last Somwar of the holy

month of Shravan, in
Bhubaneswar, Monday.
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Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):

Superstar P V Sindhu and
young gun Lakshya Sen
lived up to expectations by
grabbing gold medals as
India swept the singles
badminton competi-
tion at the
Commonwealth
Games for the
first time, here on
Monday.

India’s sporting
icon Sindhu added a CWG
gold to her already bulging
collection with a convinc-
ing straight game win over
Canada’s Michelle Li.

The world number
seven from India out-
played her 13th ranked op-
ponent 21-15 , 21-13 in front
of a packed crowd at the
NEC arena.

Later in the day, 10th-
ranked Sen came from be-
hind to end Ng Tze Yong’s
giant-killing run in the
competition. The 20-year-
old defeated the world
number 42 from Malaysia

19-21, 21-9, 21-16.
Sen trailed for majority

of the first game but
stayed close to the
Malaysian who had ac-
counted for world champi-
on Yew Kean Loh and

Kidambi Srikanth in his
previous two matches.

Sen made it 19-18 from
16-19 before Yong produced
back-to-back forehand
winners to gain a game
point. Sen misjudged a
baseline call after a gru-
elling rally to hand the ad-
vantage to Yong.

The second game was
one way traffic after Sen
led 11-9 at the interval.
The Indian took 12
points in a row post
the break to level the
final. Yong made a slew of
unforced errors and it
seemed he wanted to pre-
serve energy for the third
game.

Sen was at his attacking
best in the decider and led
until the end. Yong tried
his best to mount a come-
back but Sen was unstop-
pable. He converted his
first match point following
a long rally, leading to a
frenzied celebration that
saw him throw his racket
into the stands.

“It was tense in the
start, I had to work really
hard. Yong also played a
great tournament.
Congratulations to him as
well,” said Sen after a hard
fought contest.

Earlier, the 30-year-old
Michelle had to produce
something special for her
first win against Sindhu in
eight years but the Indian
did not give her a window.
Sindhu was clinical in her
short game and pounced
on the slightest of attack-
ing opportunities.

Michelle had beaten the
2019 World Champion way
back in the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games in
2014.

In the first game,
Michelle was trying to get
points by playing close to
the net while Sindhu sas
the more attacking one.

A smash on Li’s left
made it 7-5 before the
Canadian came with a
drop shot on Sindhu’s
right to make it 7-6.

Sindhu took three
straight points after the in-
terval to stretch her lead to
14-8. Michelle then netted
a regulation forehand
drop, leaving her smiling
in frustration.

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):
Twenty-four candidates
have got the perfect score
in the engineering en-
trance exam JEE-Main, re-
sults of which were an-
nounced on Monday, ac-
cording to the National
Testing Agency.

The top scorers include
two girl students. Results
of five candidates have
been withheld by the
agency for using unfair
means.

Maximum candidates
bagging the top score in
the first edition of JEE-
Main, 2022 are from
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana (5) followed by
Rajasthan (4) and Uttar
Pradesh (2).

One candidate each
from Haryana,
Maharashtra, Assam,
Bihar, Punjab, Kerala,
Karnataka and
Jharkhand, has bagged
the perfect score. The top
scorers from Telangana
are Rupesh Biyani,
Dheeraj Kurukunda, Jasti
Yashwanth V V S, Busa
Siva Naga Venkata Aditya
and Aniket
Chattopadhyay. Menda

Hima Vamsi, Koyyana
Suhas, Palli Jalajakshi,
Penikalapati Ravi Kishore
and Polisetty Karthikeya
are the top scorers from
Andhra Pradesh. The top
scorers from Rajasthan
are Krishna Sharma,
Mayank Motwani and
Parth Bhardwaj.

Other candidates who
scored 100 are Sarthak
Maheshwari (Haryana),
Kushagra Srivastava
(Jharkhand), Mrinal Garg
(Punjab), Sneha Pareek
(Assam), Boya Harsen
Sathvik (Karnataka) and
Saumitra Garg and
Kanishka Sharma from
Uttar Pradesh.

Sikar (Rajasthan), Aug
08 (PTI): Three women
were killed in a stampede
outside the district’s
Khatu Shyamji temple
when people waiting in
queues tried to rush in as
its doors opened in the
early hours of Monday.

Four others were in-
jured in the incident on a
day when tens of thou-
sands of people from
Rajasthan and neighbour-
ing states were headed to
the famous temple to mark
Gyaras or Ekadashi .

Sikar Collector Avichal
Chaturvedi said close to
one lakh people were out-
side the main gate, queu-
ing up after the doors

closed the previous night.
The stamped took place

a little before 4.30 a.m.
There was rush to enter
and a woman fell, trigger-
ing the brief stampede

that also killed two others,
according to officials.

Prima facie, they died of
suffocation but the exact
cause of death will be
clear after post-mortem,

Chaturvedi told reporters.
The incident is unfortu-

nate. The women fell due
to the pressure of the
crowd in their line. The
lines for the entry to the
temple start at different
points and converge at the
entry point, he said.

Superintendent of
Police K Rashtradeep said
a 63-year-old woman who
suffered from a heart ail-
ment collapsed. Two
women behind her too fell
due to the rush.

Victim Shanti Devi’s
brother Mangat Ram was
among those in the queue.

“The stampede took
place as soon as the temple
opened for prayers.

JJaammmmuu//DDooddaa,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Monday car-
ried out searches at multiple
places in Jammu and Doda dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir
against members of the
banned Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI)
in a terror-funding case, offi-
cials said. Simultaneous raids
were conducted at seven
premises of JeI office-bearers
and members in different parts
of the two districts in the early
hours of Monday, they said.

“NIA conducted searches at
premises of six suspects in
Doda and one in Jammu in the
case pertaining to JeI, which
even after its declaration as an
unlawful association in 2019,
continues to raise funds in var-
ious forms purportedly for

charitable purposes,” an NIA
spokesperson said. The NIA
said the searches led to the
recovery of incriminating liter-
ature, receipts of funds raised
by JeI, bank and property-relat-
ed documents, and electronic
devices.

Official sources said the
raids were carried out at
Dhara-Gundana, Munshi
Mohalla, Akramband, Nagri Nai
Basti, Kharoti Bhagwah,
Thalela and Malothi Bhalla in
Doda district and Bhatindi in
Jammu. The searches were
carried out in a case related to
terror funding, they said.

The case, registered by NIA
suo motu on February 5 last
year, pertains to the activities
of the Jamaat-e-Islami mem-
bers who have been collecting

funds domestically and abroad
through donations, particularly
in the form of ‘Zakat, Mowda
and Bait-ul-Mal’ purportedly to
further charity and other wel-
fare activities but are using the
money for “violent and seces-
sionist” activities.

According to the NIA, the
funds being raised by JeI are
also channelised to proscribed
terrorist organisations such as
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Lashkar-
e-Taiba and others through
well-organised networks of
Jamaat-e-Islami cadre.

“JeI has also been motivat-
ing impressionable youth of
Kashmir and recruiting new
members (Rukuns) in the
Union territory to participate in
disruptive secessionist activi-
ties,” the NIA had said.

Surajpur, Aug 08: Police
have arrested the 45-year-
old principal of a private
school in Surajpur district
for allegedly molesting
two minor girl students,
an official said on Monday.

The two students of
Classes 5 and 7 informed
their parents after reach-
ing home last week that
the principal allegedly mo-
lested them in his office
chamber, Kotwali Station
House Officer Prakash
Rathore said.

The parents lodged a
complaint following which
the police arrested the
principal on Saturday, he
said. The accused was
booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code and the Protection of

Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the
official said. The school
owner also complained to
police against parents of
some students for alleged-
ly thrashing him, after the
incident came to light, he
said. A probe was on into
the matter, he added.

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):

Parliament Monday
passed a bill to convert the
National Rail and
Transportation University,
a deemed-to-be university,
into Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya, an au-
tonomous central institu-
tion.

The Central
Universities (Amendment)
Bill, which also seeks to
expand the scope of the
University from beyond
the railways to cover the
entire transport sector to
support the ambitious
growth and modernisa-
tion in the field, was
passed by a voice vote after
a brief discussion. The bill
was passed by the Rajya

Sabha by a voice vote. It
was cleared by the Lok
Sabha last week, also by a
voice vote.

Union Railways and
Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
sponded to the debate on
the bill on Monday in the
Upper House.

“Railways’ national
training institute is estab-
lished in Gujarat. This
university covers the en-
tire transport sector.
Railway plays an impor-
tant role in that,”
Vaishnaw said.

He said several campus-
es of the university will be
set up in various parts of
the country and children
will be able to take admis-
sion.

The minister said the
bill has provision to use
the existing training infra-
structure.

He said the railways,
metro and transportation
sector is a very complex
sector and many disci-
plines including mechani-
cal, electrical, telecommu-
nications, signalling and
civil come together to run
the railway system.

“This is a public univer-
sity. Already, the Ministry
of Railways has made pro-
vision of Rs 166 crore in
the budget plus there is an-
other budget being worked
out for the construction of
the building. This is going
to be a publically funded
university,” Vaishnaw
said.

MMuummbbaaii::  A special court here on
Monday remanded Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut to 14-day judi-
cial custody in a money launder-
ing case linked to alleged irreg-
ularities in the redevelopment of
a Mumbai ‘chawl’. The court
allowed Raut’s plea for home
food and medicines, but refused
to pass an order on his prayer
for bedding. The judge said as
per the prison manual, jail
authorities make adequate bed
arrangements. The
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which had arrested the Sena
Rajya Sabha member on August
1, said during the course of cus-
todial interrogation, Raut did
not explain about his involve-
ment into the alleged crime. The

release of the accused at this
stage will hamper the investiga-
tion, the probe agency said in its
application. “Being a very influ-
ential person, against whom
allegations of threatening of the
witnesses have surfaced, it is
apprehended that he may tamp-
er with the evidence and ensure
the trail of proceeds of crime is
completely obfuscated,” it said.

UGC-NET phase 2
postponed

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The second phase of
the University Grants
Commission-National Eligibility
Test has been postponed and will
be conducted between September
20 and 30, a top official said on
Monday. It was earlier scheduled
to be conducted between August
12 and 14. “The National Testing
Agency (NTA) conducted the first
phase of UGC-NET December 2021
and June 2022 (merged cycles)
examination on July 9, 11 and 12,
2022 for 33 subjects in 310 exami-
nation centres located in 225 cities
across the country,” UGC chair-
man M Jagadesh Kumar said.
“Second phase was earlier sched-
uled to be held on 12, 13 and 14
August 2022. However, now the
final phase examination of
UGC-NET December 2021 and
June 2022 (merged cycles) has
been scheduled to be conduct-
ed between 20 and 30
September 2022, involving 64
subjects,” he said.

Chennai, Aug 08 (PTI):

An idol of Goddess
Parvati, which went miss-
ing from the
N a d a n a p u r e s h w a r a r
Sivan Temple at
T h a n d a n t h o t t a m ,
Kumbakonam, half a cen-
tury ago, was traced to
New York, said the Tamil
Nadu Idol Wing CID on
Monday. The idol was
found at the Bonhams
Auction House, New York,
the CID said.

Though a complaint was
given to the local police in
1971 and an FIR registered
by the idol wing on a com-
plaint from an individual

K Vasu in February 2019,
the case was pending since
then. It received attention
only recently after the Idol
Wing Inspector M Chitra
took up the investigation,
started browsing for the
Parvati idols of the Chola
period in various muse-
ums and auction houses
abroad.

After a thorough search,
she found the idol at the
Bonhams Auction house.

The copper-alloy idol of
the Chola period circa 12
century measures about 52
cm in height and is valued
at US$ 212,575 (about Rs
1,68,26,143), a release from
the Idol Wing said.

Idol of Goddess Parvati
stolen from temple 

Traced to US after 50 years

Parl passes Gati Shakti Bill MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Court remands Raut 
to 14-day judicial custody

School principal arrested
for molesting 2 girl students

About the incident
The two students of Classes 5 and
7 informed their parents after
reaching home last week that the
principal allegedly molested them
in his office chamber. The parents
lodged a complaint following
which the police arrested the prin-
cipal on Saturday.The accused
was booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code and
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Three killed, 4 injured in stampede
Outside temple in Sikar

Inconsolable relatives of a victim after an incident of
stampede at Khatu Shyam Ji temple, in Sikar district of
Rajasthan, Monday.

TERROR-FUNDING CASE

NIA carries out raids against JeI members 

JEE-MAIN RESULTS

24 candidates 
score perfect 100

2.62 lakh qualify for
JEE (Advanced)
A total of around 2.62 lakh
candidates from JEE (Main)
have qualified for the JEE
(Advanced), with the maxi-
mum coming from Uttar
Pradesh followed by
Maharashtra and Telangana.
The registration for the JEE
(Advanced) started on
Monday and the exam is
scheduled for August 28.

GOLDEN DOUBLE FOR INDIA 

Sindhu, Sen grab gold
Sweep singles badminton titles

Lakshya Sen poses for
photos with his gold
medal after winning the
Mens Singles Final
Badminton match. 

P.V. Sindhu poses for pho-
tos with her gold medal
after winning the
Womens Singles Final
Badminton match. 
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Governor attends third National
Executive meeting 

Raipur, Aug 08:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey attended the third
National Executive meet-
ing of of the ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ held in
New Delhi. The meeting
was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister  Amit
Shah, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla, Defense
Minister  Rajnath Singh,
Governors of all states,
Chief Ministers and other
eminent personalities and
artists from various
fields. In the meeting, the

Secretary of the Central
Culture Department in-
formed about the activi-
ties done so far under the
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ and apprised
everyone about the fur-

ther action plan. It is to be
known that under the
‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, various pro-
grams and activities are
being organized across
the country.

IIT Bhilai celebrates its 7th Foundation Day
Raipur, Aug 08: Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bhilai celebrated its
7th Foundation Day with
joy and fanfare. It also pre-
sented the institute with
an occasion to reflect on
its inception and contem-
plate on the significant de-
velopments since then.

The function com-
menced with a lamp light-
ing ceremony followed by
the Saraswati Vandana
and felicitation of the dig-
nitaries. The chief guest
on the occasion was Prof.
Nitin M. Nagarkar,
Director, AIIMS Raipur. K.
V e n k a t a r a m a n a n ,
Chairman of the Board of
Governors, IIT Bhilai,
graced the occasion as the

guest of honour.
In his welcome address,

Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, spoke
about the achievements of
IIT Bhilai and the remark-
able journey behind it. He
acknowledged the efforts

of the faculty and staff
members in overcoming
the initial constraints and
challenges that a new in-
stitute faces. Among the
institute’s achievements,
he spoke about the high
placement percentage

which has led to several
alumni of IIT Bhilai to be-
come well established.
Today, the institute is
proud to have 900 students,
state of the art equipment
and innovative education
techniques. Shri K.
Venkataramanan ad-
dressed the audience by
highlighting the impor-
tance of social activities
and sports. He hailed the
association of AIIMS
Raipur with IIT Bhilai as a
great move towards inno-
vation. He also added that
the foundation day is
when we respect the
achievements of the past
and also ready ourselves
for the challenges of the
future. Prof. Nitin M.

Nagarkar and Prof. Rajat
Moona released the ‘IIT
Bhilai: In Press 2021-22’
magazine highlighting the
Institute’s achievements
published by the press
over the past year. They
also presented awards to
the best performing em-
ployees of the year. The
winners were commended
for their hard work, and
all the institute members
present were encouraged
to perform their duties
with pride and dedication.

The vote of thanks was
delivered by Dr. Sonal Jha,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Liberal
Arts and the function con-
cluded with the national
anthem.

Family members reach thana along
with body of auto driver 

Raipur, Aug 08: A youth
was murdered in BSUP
colony in Bhatagaon here
on Monday. It was just
two-days back that the
same youth was attacked
and was undergoing
treatment in a private
hospital. On Monday the
youth had died and the
family members reached
thana along with the
body of the youth and de-
manded action against
those who attacked him
and gheraoed the thana
and the wife of the de-
ceased was all in tears
and demanding justice.
This hampered work in
thana for about two-
hours today.

The youth named Ajay
Tandi used to work as

auto driver and the peo-
ple from Bhatagaon area
informed that a youth
from Bhatagaoon along
with three others at-
tacked against Ajay
Tandi on night of Aug 6
at around 3:00 am, early

in the morning. He was
badly beaten with wood-
en bat, that he turned half
unconscious and then he
was taken to the hospital.

The local people in-
formed that the youth
who attacked Tandi were

involved in intoxication
and other drugs and had
demanded cash from
Ajay Tandi for the same.
Earlier there was similar
controversy over his mo-
bile phone as well. After
this he was attacked late
at night entering inside
his house. The Police has
not been able to find any
clue in this regard and
has taken only 1 youth
who was involved in the
attack into arrest and is
holding inquiry with
him.

The youth living near
Ajay’s residence in-
formed that the attackers
made video of the beat-
ing the youth Ajay and in-
formed that they were
keeping knife as well and
were instigating each
other to stab him. By put-
ting the same on the so-
cial media, they are try-
ing to create threat in the
mind  of others.

AIIMS-R conducts first AHA certified
course in Basic Life Support

Raipur, Aug 08: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences conducted
American Heart
Association (AHA) certi-
fied Basic Life Support
(BLS) and Advanced
Cardiovascular Life
Support (ACLS) work-
shop. This international-
ly recognized course en-
sured that 33 participants
can provide CPR in emer-
gencies, which can be ap-
plied in real life. Experts
say that survival depends

on immediately receiving
CPR from someone dur-
ing cardiac arrest.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar congratulated
the Department of
Anaesthesiology for con-
ducting AHA certified
course. ‘AHA is a leader in
resuscitation science, ed-
ucation, and training
worldwide. It provides of-
ficial guidelines for CPR
and ECC. Healthcare pro-
fessionals trust the AHA
for their life-saving train-

ing, he said.
Prof. (Dr.) Alok

Chandra Agrawal, Dean
(Academics), highlighted
the role of training in real
life. The participants
were trained on how to
provide Basic Life
Support to a victim who
had cardiac arrest out of
the hospital and how to
provide Advanced
Cardiovascular Life
Support to a victim of
cardiac arrest inside the
hospital. They were also

trained regarding how to
provide medical support
to a drowning victim and
how to remove a foreign
body from a victim who
has choking. They were
trained regarding how to
recognize signs & symp-
toms of stroke in a person
and provide him medical
help in time.

AHA certified instruc-
tors Prof. (Dr.) Vinay
Pandit, Dr. Sarita
Ramchandani, Dr.
Pradeep Sharma, Dr.
Smita Moitra, and Rimi
(Kolkata) trained the par-
ticipants. Prof. N.K.
Agrawal, HoD, and
Ashish Kumar Kundu
also graced the occasion.
According to Dr.
Ramchandani, the AHA
heart saver course is an
internationally recog-
nized course designed to
prepare students in first
aid, CPR, and the use of
an AED in a safe, timely,
and effective manner.

Collector hears public grievances at
Janchaupal, takes steps for redressal

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Raipur District
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure today resolved the
applications related to the
grievances of the people who
came from different parts of
the district at ‘Janchaupal’ pro-
gramme. After examining the
applications submitted by the
people, necessary instructions
were also given to the con-
cerned officials over the
phone. More than 40 applica-
tions were received at
Janchaupal. Shatrughan
Banjare of Nagar Panchayat
Koonra submitted an applica-
tion to provide benefits of the
Prime Minister’s Samman
Nidhi. Residents of Rawatpura
Phase-2 Mathpuraina raised
issue of obstruction of main
road built for the public in the
area.  Pankaj Dodwani of Tilda
submitted an application
seeking removal of the stay
order passed by the Tehsildar.

Similarly, the residents of
Nagar Panchayat Koonra
Ward-14 submitted applica-
tion for allotment of residen-
tial patta. The Collector talked
of taking action as per the
rules on a demand for rein-
statement to the post of
Anganwadi assistant of
Birgaon.

Ramesh Patel, resident of
Arang submitted application
seeking action to remove

encroachment from govern-
ment grass land. He said that
encroacher illegally construct-
ed commercial complext after
encroaching government
grass land. Shanta Kosaria of
Mandir Hasaud submitted an
application seeing rights over
father’s property. The
Collector directed the con-
cerned officers to take action
on the applications submitted
as per rules.

Chandrakar is facing ‘loss
of memory’: CM

Raipur, Aug 08: CM
Bhupesh Baghel on his re-
turn from tour to Delhi
and HP said that he met
the newly elected
President of India, PM
and Home Minister in
Delhi. Taking part in the
NITI Aayog meeting he
put forth hosts of demand
and urged to clear the Rs
13000 crore amount of the
tax at the earliest. Along
with this he also held talks
with PCC State in-Charge
PL Punia and held talks on
various issues related to
Chhattisgarh.

CM speaking to section
of media persons in-

formed that he raised de-
mand to pay back the Coal
Royalty amount of Rs 4000
crore and to ensure that
businessman and produc-
ers in Chhattisgarh can
get benefit he urged to
start Cargo services.
Baghel informed that
state’s Godhan Nyay
Yojana is being discussed
at national-level and it will
be implemented in state’s
like UP and MP and after
this the BJP leaders of

Chhattisgarh are in dilem-
ma.

Commenting upon rise
in number of Swine flu
cases, Baghel said that
many viruses are present
in the atmosphere during
rainy season and even
there is threat of Dengue
and Malaria in this season
and asked all to remain on
the alert.

On asking about pro-
posed polls in HP, Baghel
claimed that party is in
strong position in
Himachal and there is
anti-incumbency against
the ruling party and added
that if all contest together
then the party will defi-
nitely achieve success.

Targetting on the Tweet
related to naxal rally by
Ajay Chandrakar, CM

Baghel said that Ajay
Chandrakar has fallen
prey of ‘loss of memory’
and added that during
term of last government
how many rallies used to
be taken out, he does not
remember. Naxalites are
on the back-foot and this
programme was held in
the remote interior areas.

On asking about partici-
pation in the party’s
‘Padyatra’ on occasion of
‘A z a d i - k a - A m r u t
Mahotsav’, CM informed
that on occasion of
Tribal’s day, he will stay in
Raipur, Bilaspur tomor-
row and would leave for
Jharkhand to take part in
the programme in Ranchi.
It is after coming back he
would take part in differ-
ent ‘Padyatras’.

Scout guide improves the spirit of discipline
and patriotism: Dr. Premsai 

Raipur, Aug 08: State
level meeting of Bharat
Scout Guide was held in
the auditorium of Circuit
House on Monday in
which the cadets were
made aware of the activi-
ties and responsibilities of
the Scout Guide. President
Bharat Scouts and Guides
Council and Minister
School Education State
Administration, Dr.
Premsai Singh said that
the scout guide teaches dis-
cipline in children with pa-
triotism.

Along with education,

such activity definitely
moves the students for-
ward. He said that its ac-
tion plan would be
strengthened by establish-
ing coordination with
scout guides from all
schools. Tekam said that
the activities of scout

guide in every school have
to be associated with the
children so that the spirit
of social service, discipline
and patriotism can be de-
veloped through scout
guide in the society.

The scouting of
Chhattisgarh state has an

important contribution in
our country. Various pro-
grams are held every year
in the state. About 2 thou-
sand children from
Education Department and
Tribal Welfare Department
are going to Panchmarhi,
Kullu Manali, Darjeeling
and doing disaster man-
agement and adventure
courses free of cost every
year. Programs like
Trekking, Cub Bulbul
Utsav, Rally are also contin-
uing in the state level.

The Minister further
said that the Tricolor cam-
paign is being run by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
from  August 11th to 17th
under the Amrit Mahotsav
of Independence. In which
scout guide, rover-ranger
scoute and guider celebrat-

ed 75th anniversary by
hoisting the tricolor in
their respective homes in
full scout guide uniform
and make others aware to
hoist the tricolor flag.

Satyanarayan Sharma,
National Vice President,
Rajesh Agarwal Executive
President, Krishna Swamy,
Director, National
Headquarters New Delhi,
Kanhaiya Agrawal, Vice
President Bharat Scouts
and Guides, Chandra
Prakash Bajpai, Vice
President, Mrs. Anita
Raote, Mrs. Shashi
Chandrakar, Mrs. Mamta
Rai, Kailash Kumar Soni,
Ankit Bagbahra, Mukesh
Chandrakar, Suresh
Shukla and members of
Bharat Scouts and Guides
Chhattisgarh were present.

SACRED THREADS

Girl and women are selecting among variety of colourful threads for their brothers for the festival of
‘Rakshabandhan’ in coming days.

State Council meet-
ing of Bharat Scouts
and Guides con-
cludes

On his Tweet over
massive rally by the
naxalites

Creates scene at
the thana, demands
justice

Of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’
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World Breastfeeding Week observed at JLNHRC 
Bhilai, Aug 08: World
Breastfeeding Week was ob-
served at SAIL-BSP's
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital
and Research Centre from
August 01 to August 07, 2022.
The week is observed with
the aim of promoting
breastfeeding and improv-
ing the health of children
around the world. It is cele-
brated by 170 countries to
protect, promote and sup-
port breastfeeding.

World Breastfeeding
Week was first celebrated in
1992 by WABA (World
Alliance for Breast feeding
Action) and is now observed
in over 170 countries by
UNICEF, WHO and their
partners including individu-
als, organizations, and gov-
ernments. WABA itself
have been formed on
February 14, 1991, with the
goal to re-establish a global
breastfeeding culture and
provide supportfor breast-
feeding everywhere. Every
year Breastfeeding week is
celebrated with a unique
theme. This year's theme is -
--- "Step upfor Breastfeeding:
educate and Support"

The week-long program
was organized as per the
leadership of CMO
Incharge Dr M
Ravindranath and CMO
DrPramod Binayake, under
the guidance of Head of the
Department of Paediatrics
DrSambita Panda, with the
tireless efforts of the duo Dr
Subodh Saha (Additional
CMO& in-charge of
Neonatal unit) and DrNohar
Singh Thakur(Additional

CMO) and team of doctors
of the department of
Paediatrics including Dr
Sanjeevani Patel (Deputy
CMO), Dr Meeta Sachdev
(Deputy CMO),
DrNootanVerma (Assistant
CMO), Dr Kaushik Kishore
( C h i e f
Consultant),DrWrindaSakh
are (Senior Consultant), Dr
Seema Verma (Consultant)
Dr Ruchika Tamrakar
(Senior Medical Officer) and
Post Graduate DNB stu-
dents, studying in the de-
partment . Successful imple-
mentation was ensured with
the cooperation of all stu-
dents, nurses and staff.

On the first day of the pro-
gram, on August 01, a poster
competition was organized
in the OPD complex of
JLNH &RC, in which stu-
dents of various nursing
colleges participated enthu-
siastically.

On the second day of the
program, collaborative
teaching work by senior doc-
tors in Paediatrics OPD and
Obstetric& Gynaecology
OPD about the techniques of
breastfeeding to mothers
and benefits of breastfeed-
ing to the mothers, babies ,

families and societywere
taught.Expert answers were
delivered to queries of
mothers.

During the third day, the
programme was conducted
in online mode, in which the
detailed description of the
plan to make the Neonatal
unit of Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital as a "Baby Friendly
Unit" was presented. All the
doctors of the JLNH & RC
Bhilai actively participated
in this.

The fourth day was organ-
ised in various wards of the
Department of Paediatrics
by team led by Dr Sambita
Panda, Head of the
Department and they taught
the mothers & relatives of
paediatric patients about
the care of the newbornba-
by, breastfeeding, mother's
health& benefits.

The importance of safe
motherhood to mothers in
H-1 &H-2 wards of
Gynaecology and Obstetrics
Department were taught by
a team of neonatal unit doc-
tors , under the leadership
of Dr. Subodh Saha, in-
charge of neonatal depart-
ment,on the fifth day of the
programme. Discussions

were held on the care of ba-
bies, the knowledge of
breastfeeding techniques
and the methodology to
solve the problems faced by
the newborn babies and the
curiosity of the mothers
were dealt with.

On the sixth day of pro-
gram, a quiz competition
was organized for Post-
Graduate DNB students and
a debate competition was or-
ganized among the students
of various Nursing Colleges
of Bhilai.

The welcome address of
the program was presented
by Dr Sambita Panda
(Additional CMO) and the
week long activities for the
whole week was presented
by DrSubodh Saha
(Additional CMO). Prizes
were distributed to the win-
ners of the competition by
the hands of the chief guest
and certificates were dis-
tributed to all the contest-
ants. At the end of the pro-
gram, Dr.Nohar Singh
Thakur (Additional CMO)
thanked all the doctors for
their excellent teamwork
and hospital management
for their cooperation and
support.

DPS Bhilai holds Senior School
Annual Exhibition 2022

Bhilai, Aug 08: Delhi Public
School, Bhilai, held its
Annual Exhibition 2022 the
other day. Its talented stu-
dentsshowcased the hall-
mark of unity in diversity in
India, the country's achieve-
ments in its different sec-
tors, and three-dimensional
(3D) models of various as-
pects of science and technol-
ogy; which cast a spell on the
visitors.

Five stalls displayed the
diverse cultures of different
states of India. The food
items and thedances fasci-
nated the visitors. One stall
showcased India's bounties

of nature and efforts tosave
them. Another stall dis-
played the technological de-
velopments in the agricul-
tural sector.The stall display-
ing space exploration and its
technologies fired the young
with enthusiasm.The one
displaying the projects on ar-
tificial intelligence arrested
each one's imagination.

The biology laboratory
displayed 3D models of the
cell and its organelles, as
also those of aerobic respira-
tion. The physics laboratory
showcased Li-Fi (light fideli-
ty), a futuristic technology,
in addition to showcasing

several other models relat-
ing to magnetism and opti-
cal illusion. The chemistry
laboratory showcased the
uses of chemistry in every-
day life. Thedepartment of
computer science gave sev-
eral PowerPoint presenta-
tions on the theme EkBharat
Shreshtha Bharat.

Lippan art, mandala art,
Bastar art, Madhubani
painting, and the works of
terracotta made by some stu-
dents in the terracotta sculp-
ture workshop, too, were on
display, separately in the art
exhibition hall. The rangoli
patterns and the carved veg-
etable patterns, too, fascinat-
ed the visitors.

The world of counselling,
through its several exhibits,
tried to educate the visitors
about anger management,
conflict management, sub-
stance abuse, sibling rivalry,
dyslexia, etc.

The school was privileged

to have as the Chief Guest
Anbalagan P, Secretary -
WaterResources and
Tourism & Culture,
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Smt
Alarmelmangai D, Secretary
-Urban Administration &
Development and Finance,
Government of
Chhattisgarh graced the oc-
casionas the Guest of
Honour. The other digni-
taries who graced the occa-
sion were - Smt & Shri
Prabir Kumar Sarkar, Pro-
Vice Chairman, SMC, DPS
Bhilai & CGM (Services),
BSP, Bhilai,Members, SMC,
DPS Bhilai - DN Karan,
CGM (F&A), BSP, Bhilai,
Smt& Shri
SaptarishiSengupta, GM
(RSM), BSP, Bhilai,
RenuVashishta.

All the visitors felt en-
lightened after seeing the
various models and presen-
tations.

BSF conducts tree plantation drive in naxal infested areas
Bhilai, Aug 08: Under
the directions of IG
Indraj Singh (BSF,
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai), tree plantation
drive was conducted by
the 167th and 17th battal-
ions of BSF in its area of
deployment in the naxal
infested areas of Kanker.
Local representatives and
common people are en-
thusiastically participat-
ing in the drives.

On August 06, the
troops of 167th Battalion
led by COB Badgaon
Company Commander
Rajbir Singh planted
about 320 saplings near
the Women Community
Centre in Badgaon.
Jawans and locals led by
COB Madgaon Assistant
Commandant Daan
Singh planted over 305
saplings at village
Tadhur and Salepara.
Troops led by COB
Badejharkata I/c
Company Commander
Inspector Heera Lal

planted over 440 saplings
at Primary School in
Gondpara, Badejharkata
and Devipara. COB
Gumrideeh I/c Company
Commander Inspector
Munish Kumar led the
plantation drive at
Government Higher
Secondary School in vil-
lage Konde where about

300 saplings were planted
by students and locals.
COB Bhuski I/c
Company Commander
Inspector Surender Singh
led the plantation drive at
Primary School and
Aanganwadi of
Bhurkhaguddum and
Schoolpara of Bhuski.
Over 350 saplings were

planted by the students
and locals.

The troops of 17th BSF
Battalion led by COB
Iragaon I/c Company
Commander Inspector
Ravi Kumar accompanied
by the students of Nehru
Hostel, teachers and lo-
cals planted over 210
saplings near Panchayat,

Nehru Hostel and nearby
areas. It needs to be men-
tioned here that BSF con-
ducts tree plantation
drives in its area of de-
ployment every year dur-
ing the monsoons. People
are made aware about the
conservation of environ-
ment and importance of
trees and greenery.

DCC issues instructions for
Azadi Ki Gaurav Yatra

Bhilai, Aug 08: Bhilai
District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar has
issued instructions to all
the Congress party office
bearers and members re-
garding the Azadi ki
Gaurav Yatra which is
scheduled to be held dur-
ing August 09 to 14. The
yatra would cover a dis-
tance of almost 75 kilome-
ters in every Assembly
Constituency. All the party
workers participating in
the yatra will hold the
National Flag in their
hands while they will
hoist the party flag at their
homes. They have been
asked to wear Gandhi Topi
in the procession and raise
patriotic slogans. Local
places of historical and re-
ligious importance would
be included in the route.
They will also visit the
places of freedom fighters
and senior congress lead-

ers. Pamphlets having de-
tails of achievements of
Congress State
Government and the
Public Welfare Schemes
would be distributed.
Pamphlets having details
of Congress's contribution
in the independence move-
ment as well as develop-
ment of the country would
also be distributed.

In Vaishali nagar con-
stituency, the yatra would
commence from Shiv
Temple in Khamhariya on
August 09. The yatra

would cover Junwani,
Panchmukhi Hanuman
Temple, Nehru Nagar,
Kosa Nagar, Dixit Colony,
Sanjay nagar, Islam nagar,
Krishna Nagar, and con-
clude at Radhika Nagar
Kalibari. On August 10,
the yatra would cover
Avanti Bai Square, Kohka,
Purani basti, Pardesi
Chowk, Ravan Bhata,
Laxmi Nagar, Hardware
Line, Bajrang Square,
Gurunanak Nagar and
conclude at Pragati Sport
Club. On August 12, the
yatra would cover Vaishali
nagar, Shanti Nagar,
Kailash nagar, Ghasidas
Nagar and conclude at
Housing Board. On August
13, the yatra would cover
Road No 18, Camp-1 and
conclude at
Baikunthdham Mandir.
On August 14, the yatra
would cover Camp-2 and
conclude near Rajasthan
Hotel in Link Road.

Azadi Ki Gaurav Yatra to begin
from Kolihapuri in Durg (Rural)

Bhilai, Aug 08: Indian
National Congress is
going to take out "Azadi
Ki Gaurav Yatra" in all
the assembly constituen-
cies during August 09 to
15. In Durg (Rural) assem-
bly constituency, the yatra
will be taken out under
the leadership of
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Minister of Home, Jail,
Public Works, Dharmasva
and Tourism. A large
number of people will
participate in this yatra.
The "Azadi Ki Gaurav
Yatra" will move across
different villages of Durg
(rural). Cabinet Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu has re-
quested all the citizens to
actively participate in the
padyatra. The yatra would
visit the residences of
freedom fighters / rela-
tives and senior
Congressmen and honour
them. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Matikala Board President
Balam Chakradhari,
MLA Representative
Keshav Bunty Harmukh,
Block President
Nandkumar Sen,
Mukund Bhau, President
Cooperative Cell Rivendra
Yadav, District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav,
Speaker (Agriculture)
Yogita Chandrakar,
President Janpad

Panchayat Durg
Devendra Deshmukh,
Janpad Vice President
Jhamit Gaikwad,
Municipal Corporation
Risali Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Speaker Keshav
Banchore, all Councilors
of Risali, President Nagar
Panchayat Utai Dikendra
Hirwani, Vice President
Ravindra Verma and
Councilors, Pradesh
Kisan Congress Vice
President Krishna
Devangan, Janpad
Panchayat Durg President
Pukesh Chandrakar,
Member Mandi Board
Tarakeswar Chandrakar,
Farmers Welfare Board
Member Jagdish Deepak
Sahu, Janpad members,
Sarpanch Sangh
President Mukund
Parkar, all Sarpanch, Up
Sarpanch and Panchs,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
members, Gothan

Presidents, office bearers
of all the cells, Youth
Congress, Mahila
Congress, Backward
Classes, Kisan Congress,
NSUI, as well as all the dis-
trict, block office bearers,
booth in-charge, zone in-
charge, sector in-charge
and the Congress party of-
fice bearers will partici-
pate in the padyatra.

The Yatra would com-
mence from the memorial
of Late Chandulal
Chandrakar at village
Kolihapuri on August 09.
The yatra would cover vil-
lages Kolihapuri,
Pisegaon and
Chandkhuri on the first
day. On August 10, the
yatra would cover vil-
lages Konari, Kuthrel
and Anda. On August 11,
the yatra would cover
villages Anda, Risama,
Chirpoti and
Manchadur. On August
12, the yatra would cover
villages Manchadur,
Ghughasidih, Khopli
and Utai. On August 13,
the yatra would cover
Nagar Panchayat Utai,
village Kargadih, Purai
and Umarpoti. On
August 14, the yatra
would cover villages
Umarpoti, Newai,
Maroda and would con-
clude at Azad Market
Risali.

Junk dealer hires four trucks to
steal pipes worth Rs 32 lakhs

Bhilai, Aug 08: With the
arrest of two persons, po-
lice claimed to have solved
a major theft incident
which was committed in a
very smart and planned
manner. The kingpin of
this incident is a Bilaspur
based junk dealer. He
hired four trucks to steal
and transport the pipes
worth Rs 32 lakhs. The ac-
cused escorted the trucks
to reach the crime scene at
Kumhari. The labourers
were ready here to load the
pipes on the trucks. Then
the accused took the
trucks to Siltara and got
the stolen pipes unloaded.
Police have recovered the
stolen pipes and have ar-
rested two drivers. Search
operations are on to trap
the absconding accused.

CSP (Chhawani)
Kaushalendra Patel in-
formed that they had re-
ceived a complaint regard-
ing theft of 70 nos DI Pipes
(Class K9), weighing
around 14 tonnes worth Rs

32 lakhs. The pipes were
dumped near the
Overhead Tank, Ahiwara
Road Bus Stand, Kumhari.
Under the directions of SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui, a joint team of
Kumhari Police Station
and Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit launched investiga-
tions. On examining the
CCTV footage, Police dis-
covered a suspicious car

and four trucks approach-
ing the crime scene and
then moving away with
the pipes. Police collected
data of the vehicles from
the Transport Department
and rounded up two driv-
ers from the Siltara
Industrial area. During in-
terrogation, the drivers in-
formed that four trucks
were booked from their
vehicle owner Jitendra
Singh of Sirgitti Bilaspur
on July 26. The drivers

Amar Singh, Suresh
Yadav, Mahaveer and Raju
Srivas reached Siltara
with their vehicles around
23:30 hrs on July 26. Here
they met a junk dealer
Chhotu Pandey who asked
them to follow his car. All
the vehicles reached near
the Water Tank on
Kumhari - Ahiwara Road.
Here one Bhola was ready
with labourers who
loaded the pipes on the
trucks. After getting the

pipes loaded, Chhotu
Pandey again asked the
drivers to follow his car
and took them to
Mahindra Chowk in
Silatara where he got the
pipes unloaded.

Police have arrested the
drivers Amar Singh and
Suresh Yadav as well as
seized four trucks (CG10-
C-8980, CG10-C-7285, CG10-
C-9284 and CG10-R-0323)
which were used in the
crime. The stolen pipes
have also been recovered.
CSP Kaushalendra Patel
informed that the kingpin
of this theft is Chhotu
Pandey, who resides at
Bilaspur Bus Stand. Bhola
worked as his manager
and had arranged the
labourers at Kumhari.
Police are trying to arrest
Chhotu Pandey, Bhola,
drivers Raju Srivas,
Mahavir and other ac-
cused.

ASI Ajay Singh, ASI
Shamit Misgra, Head
Constable Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Arvind Mishra, Avon
Banchor, Vikrant Singh,
Dilip Harde, Rajkumar
Singh and Rakesh Yadav
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Two drivers 
arrested; kingpin
and accomplices at
large   



Work of environmental protection is being done thru ‘NGGB’: Jain
Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Forest depart-
ment organized 'Van Mahotsav'
here on Tuesday. The chief guest
was MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain and he said that the
Chief Minister is doing important
work in the direction of environ-
mental protection through 'Narva
Garva Ghurva Bari' scheme.
Continuous work is being done to promote tree plantation. A grant

has been sanctioned for planta-
tion of trees on the barren land.
He said that in order to deal with
climate change in the present
time, more and more trees
should be planted and protected

till they grow up. On this occasion,
along with MLA Rekhchand Jain,
Chairman of Municipal Corporation
Kavita Sahu, District President
Anita Poyam, General Secretary of
City District Congress Committee
Hemu Upadhyay, Awadhesh Jha of

Law Department, Collector
Chandan Kumar, Chief Conservator
of Forests Mohammad Shahid
Khan, CEO Jila panchayat Rohit
Vyas, Forest Divisional Officer Sahu
along with officers and employees
of Forest Department were present.
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Students stage chakka-jam on NH-53

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Aug 08:
Hundreds of School stu-
dents staged chakka-jam at
NH-53 under the block over
problems being faced in
the schools, 'Ashrams', de-
mands of teachers. It was
after explaination by the of-
ficer and employees of the
region, the students called-

off the chakka-jam.
It was on Sunday that

hundreds of students from
Gram Dumarpali,
Singhupali, Rampur,
Jampali, Khargotora,
Daank, Kasibahara staged
chakka-jam on NH-53 with
demand for school building
in Gram Dumarpali, in-
creasing the number seats
in Pre-Matric Tribla's Boy's

hostel from 30 to 100; ap-
pointment of English and
Maths teacher in Govt. Pre-
Secondary School in
Dumarpali; Dhaank toll
plaza should be made free
for an area of 10 kms; and
other demands.

Due to this 'chakka-jam'
the residents of the nearby
areas, vehicle riders and
other faced massive prob-

lems for hours. Seeing the
situation, sufficient police
force was deployed at the
chakka-jam venue.

Further it was on ex-
plaination by the Nayab
Tehsildar that he would in-
form about their problems
to the senior officers that
the students called-off
their chakka-jam and traf-
fic movement was restored.

MLA lays stone for SHC
in Gram Borgaon

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Aug 08: The
President Chhattisgarh
Handicraft Development
Board (CHDB) and MLA
Narayanpur Chandan

Kashyap laid the stone for
a Sub-Health Centre (SHC)
in Gram Borgaon coming
under this VS area at the
cost of Rs 26.54 lakh.

On this occasion he in-
formed that whatever

problem exists to villagers
in this VS is his own per-
sonal problem and irre-
spective of its seriousness,
he always tries to solve it
at the earliest and would
continue to do so, to en-

sure that general public
and villagers do not suffer
or faces problems.

He said that under lead-
ership of CM Bhupesh
Baghel, massive develop-
ment works are underway
in all the areas of the state
and that he and other pub-
lic representatives would
continue to work for devel-
opment of the region and
its people. Duringi this
BCC President Mardapal
Sukhram Poyam, Janpad
V-P Kondagaon Manoj
Sethia, Sarpanch Borgaon
Mohan Korram, MP's rep
Dashrath Netam, MLA's
rep Varun Sethia, Janpad
member Shiv Korram, YC
Block President Devsingh
Baghel, Santosh Nag,
Ramesh Sethia,
Phoolsingh Kora, Patel,
Pujari, Gayata, BMO
Kondagaon Dr Suraj
Rathore, and other officers
and employees from
Mardapal were present.

In support of their various demands

Principal of High School
submitted memorandum

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Aug 08:
Different problems of the
students were put forth
before the Principal of
High School in
Tumdibod through a
memorandum here on
Saturday.

NSUI workers under

leadership of District
President NSUI Amar
Jha charged lack of disci-
pline in the school, wan-
dering of students dur-
ing class and period here
and there; movement of
outsiders during school
timings and no uniform
given to the students.

NSUI delegation urged

the Principal to sort out
all these problems soon.
During this NSUI mem-
bers Ghanshyam Sahu,
Bhupendra Sahu and stu-
dents Vasu, Trilok,
Devilal, Deepak, Sahil,
Dhanendra, Chiteshwar,
Kushal, Ritesh, Yash,
Aishwarya and others
were present.

About different problems of students by NSUI
Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Aug 08: It
was amidst slogans 'Bol
bum' on occasion of
'Shravan maas' on Aug 6, a
massive 'Shobha Yatra' of
Lord Mahakal Baba
Chandramoleswarji was
taken out and it was ac-
corded floral welcome and
prayers by the devotees at
various places in the city.

It was under the aegis of
'Mahakal Bhakt Sena' that
the 'Palki' of Shri
Chandramoleshwar, who
is in the form of 'Raja' that
of 'Baba Mahakal' that the

'Shobha Yatra' was take
out from Lord Hanuman's
temple in Killapara along
with drum beats and
music.

The devotees of
'Mahakal' were seen danc-

ing on the religious music
and bhajans and this 'Palki
Shobha Yatra' passed
through Sadar Line,
Fawarra Chowk, Chowki
Road, Main Road, old Bus
Stand and market area

and concluded at the tem-
ple.

The 'Yatra' was accorded
floral welcome by devotees
and they also offered
prayers at different places
and in this 'Yatra' taken

out amidst beating of
drums and religious
music and bhajans, the
devotees were seen mes-
merized in 'Bhaktibhav'.

In order to carry this
'Palki' there was huge rush
of devotees and this 'Palki
Yatra' concluded with
prayers to 'Baba Mahakal'
in the evening.

In this 'Yatra', the office
bearers of Mahakal Sena',
members, party workers,
devotees, public represen-
tatives, men, women and
children too were present
inlarge number. In the
first of its kind 'Palki
Yatra' in city on occasion
of 'Shravan Maas' that
there was huge response
of people from all sections
of the society.

p Devotees accorded
floral welcome 
to ‘Palki’

‘Palki Yatra’ of Baba Chandramoleshwar Shri Mahakal taken out

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Aug 08: In Sukma
district, the Naxalites have
once again set ablaze two
vehicles, creating a ruckus.
Both the vehicles burnt be-
longs to a contractor.
According to the informa-
tion, Naxalites have burnt
two vehicles in Sindurguda
area of Kistaram police
station area of Konta
block.

Construction work was
going on in this area, in
which both the vehicles
were engaged. The inci-

dent has been confirmed
by Sukma SP Sunil

Sharma. It is being told
that the said vehicles were

installed for culvert repair
work in Sindurguda area of
Kistaram. Meanwhile,
Naxalites reached the spot
and escaped by setting fire
to Poklane and shifter ma-
chine. Police officers say
that the construction work
was being done by the con-
tractor at the site without
any security arrangement.

This incident happened
due to the negligence of
the contractor. After the
incident came to light, the
police is investigating the
matter and search has been
intensified in the area.

Naxalites burnt the Poklan, shifter 
Engaged in the construction of the culvert in Konta

Body of the girl
found hanging

on the tree
KKoonnttaa,,  AAuugg  0088:: In Sukma dis-
trict, there was a sensation
when the body of a young
woman was found hanging
from branch of a tree.  The
body could not be identified.
Police reached the spot and is
investigating the matter.
According to the information,
the body of an unknown girl
was found hanging on a tree on
Monday near Anjargat
Mahadev temple of Sukma
Kotwali police station area.
Nearby people, on seeing the
dead body hanging from a tree,
informed the police about the
matter. On receiving informa-
tion, the Sukma Kotwali police
team reached the spot and the
body was brought down from
the tree.  Police have started
further action by taking the
body in their possession.
Police say that prima-facie it
appears to be a case of suicide.
The body of the girl is being ex-
pected to be two to three days
old.  Police has started investi-
gating the matter.  Under what
circumstances the unknown
girl committed suicide and the
reasons is what the police is
trying to solve the mystery.

National seminar organized in IGNTU 

Amarkantak, Aug 08: A
national seminar was or-
ganized by Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak, (MP) on
“National Education
Policy (NEP): Reflections
on tribal education in
global perspective” on
under the auspices of
‘Azadi ka amrit mahot-
sav’. Guntha Laxman,
National Joint secretary
for Akhil Bhartiy
Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasang graced the pro-
gram as chief guest. Prof.
B.J. Rao, Vice Chancellor

of Central University of
Hyderabad and Prof.
Rama Shankar Dubey,
Vice Chancellor of cen-
tral university of Gujarat
were Guest of honor and
key-note speaker of the
program.

At the onset, Dr.
Parikipandla Sridevi, co-
convenor of the program
briefed the importance of
the program and intro-
duced the guests to the
august audience.
Convener of the program
Prof. M.T.V, Nagaraju wel-
comed the guests and
Prof. Alok Shrotriya,
Dean academics present-
ed the resurgence of the
university. Prof. R.S.
Dubey in his key note ad-
dress spoke on the impor-

tance of NEP in the cur-
rent era and Prof. B.J. Rao
emphasized the impor-
tance and implications of
NEP on the education in
tribes. Guntha Laxman
highlighted about the
rich cultural heritage of
India including tribal
ethos and importance of
implementation of NEP
all over the country in the
context of development of
the marginalized commu-
nities. He also highlight-
ed that the reforms in ed-
ucational policy will ben-
efit tribal and rural ad-
vancements and will have
implications on the global
progress and hence in
turn have a significant
role on intellectual devel-
opment of future genera-

tions. He not only moti-
vated the part of teachers
in primary and higher ed-
ucation in the implemen-
tation of NEP but also ac-
centuated the teachers to
craft global leaders from
the deprived communi-
ties who in turn will in-
spire the nation as a
whole. Prof. Prakash
Mani Tripathi, Vice
Chancellor of IGNTU in
his presidential address
expressed the importance
of dissemination of cul-
tural values and tradi-
tional knowledge of
tribes to the world and
also has articulated his
views on national educa-
tion policy in indigenous
perspective. Further a
book edited by Dr.

Anirudh kumar, assistant
professor, Dept of Botany
entitled “Omics technolo-
gies for sustainable agri-
culture and global food se-
curity; vol-1” was re-
leased by the honorable
guests.

A poster making con-
test was held for students
on the theme “Unsung he-
roes of freedom struggle
of Madhya Pradesh” on
this occasion. The posters
received were displayed
by the students to the au-
dience in the auditorium
premises and the students
who won were given cash
prizes and certificates by
chief guest. The program
ended with the vote of
thanks by the Registrar of
IGNTU, P. Siluvainathan.

Four day free eye check-up camp held

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088::  Mahavir
Inter-continental inaugurated
free eye check-up and specta-
cles distribution camp in Bastar
district from August 6 to 9 at
Sindhu Bhawan. On the first
day, more than 1000 patients
reached the camp, after consul-
tation by expert doctors, advice
and specs were distributed to
more than 200 needy people.
Some people have also been
selected for eye surgery. Check-
up facility is available in the
camp in a fully equipped bus.

Program coordinator Anil
Lunkad and co-convener
Shivnarayan Chandak said that
the first day’s camp was con-
ducted at Sindhu Bhavan from

10 am to 5 pm by a team of eye
specialist doctors. After exam-
ining the patients who reached
here, they were provided spec-
tacles free of cost as per the
requirement. Some patients
have also been selected for the
operation. The selected patients
will be operated very soon. 

On the first day of the camp,
people from rural areas along
with urban areas had reached in
large numbers. He said that on
August 7, a camp would be
organized at the community
building at Bada Kilepal of
Bastanar block, on August 8 at
Goyal Dharamshala and on
August 9 at Maheshwari
Bhawan.

Flood disaster relief team
save life of elderly villager

Konta/Sukma, Aug 08:
Once again in Sukma dis-
trict, a villager was res-
cued by the team of Home
Guards jawans in the
midst of flood conditions,
the life of an elderly per-
son has been saved. A vil-
lager named Lakhma Ram
has been rescued under
the Chhindgarh block

Puspal police station area
of Sukma district. He was
sitting atop a tree to pro-
tect himself after being
trapped in the flood while
keeping the field under
surveillance for hours all
night.

When Puspal station in-
charge Pramod Kashyap
got the information about
the villager sitting on the
tree for whole night, he im-
mediately informed the
top senior officers and
called the team of state
flood disaster relief and
assisted in getting him out
safely.

It is being told that the
villager, who was sitting
on the tree amid rising
water level, is a resident of
Kinderwada village of
Chhindgarh block.

Collector inspects waterlogged areas

Konta/Sukma, Aug 08:
Due to the increasing
water level of Shabri
river in Sukma due to

continuous rain for last
few days, water logging
has been created in the
main road connecting the
municipality to Sukma.
Jhapra bridge on Sukma-
Malkangiri (Orissa) road,
Gidmanala on Sukma-
Jagdalpur road,
Dubbatota bridge on

Konta road, and Gadiras-
Jirampal road have been
blocked due to rise in
water level in the bridge.

Sukma Collector Haris
S. visited the affected
areas and took cog-
nizance of the water log-
ging situation and securi-
ty and relief arrange-
ments. He visited Jhapra
bridge, Geedmanala,
Gadiras-Jirampal bridge.
During this, Sub-
Divisional Officer Sukma
Preeti Durgam was also
present.

The Collector said that
revenue, police, city fight-
ers and district level offi-
cers should be on the
alert mode. All necessary
security arrangements
have been ensured so that
emergency situation does
not arise in the flood af-
fected area. He instructed

the SDM to maintain con-
stant contact with the
concerned officers of the
border state of Odisha
during the observation of
Jhapra bridge.

He asked to ensure
arrangement of adequate
number of rescue boats
in the waterlogged areas
and for a big boat in the
waterlogged area near
NH-30, Geedmanala, so
that the common man can
be crossed in a conven-
ient and safe manner.

In view of the safety,
the road was asked to be
closed by rope or barri-
cade at a sufficient dis-
tance on both sides of the
submerged areas. Along
with this, he directed to
deploy police force and
jawans in sufficient num-
ber at all the sensitive
places.

BJPians take out the ‘Tiranga yatra’

Jagdalpur, Aug 08: BJP
Nagar Mandal of Bastar
district, along with
school children, took out
a tricolor tour and went
door-to-door to Lokmay
Tilak ward and handed
over the tri-colour to the
residents and motivated
them to place it. State
General Secretary Kiran
Dev said that 25 to 50 tri-
colors should be hoisted
in every booth. He said
that earlier the flag used
to fly after sunrise and
before sunset. Now one
can fly this flag day and
night at the home or of-
fices.

Lokesh Kavadia, in-
charge of Bastar district
said that the Prime
Minister of the country,
Narendra Modi deserves
congratulations. In order
to spread the spirit of pa-
triotism from door-to-
door, during the 75th
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign was
started. Bastar District
President Roopsinh
Mandavi said that BJP
workers have been in-
structed to reach every
booth through all the
mandals of the district.

City President Suresh

Gupta said that the BJP
Nagar Mandal takes a
pledge to put up 25 to 50
flags in every booth in
the 48 wards of the city.
In this campaign, mainly
BJP General Secretary
Ramashray Singh, City
General Secretary
Sangram Singh Rana,
Sudha Mishra, Laxmi
Kashyap, Yogesh Shukla,
Roshan Jha, Bijli Vaidya,
Kaushalya Sahu, Tek
Singh Thakur, Gopal
Patel, Poornima, Janki,
Sundari, Neha, BJP
workers were also pres-
ent along with Champa
and school children.

Music, speech-making, drama mark
Tulsi-Tilak- Premchand Jayanti

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0088:: It goes without
saying that Rajkumar College,
Raipur follows a tradition, which
is indeed age old. The celebration
of Tulsi –Tilak -Premchand Jayanti
is one such rich tradition of RKC.
This year, the event took place on
7th Aug at Jashpur Hall, where a
number of participants took part
in either music, speech-making
and drama, based one of the trio.

The programme began sharp
at 9:00am sharp with the lighting
of the ceremonial lamp, before
the combined photos of
Lokmanya Bal GangadharTilak,
Tulsi Dasji and Munshi
Premchandji. The curtain raisers
were two soulful bhajans of

Tulsidasji namely “Bhajaman,
bhajaman Ramacharan sukhdayi”
and “Payoji maine Ram rattan
dhan payo.” The student anchors
of the event were Adidev Rajaram
and Jincy Ratnakar for English
and Hindi anchoring respectively.
The following students delivered
their speeches in Hindi: - Naveen
Khute, Apurve Agrawal,
Yaduvardhan Bansal and
Bhumika Kurre. Then the stu-
dents who delivered their
speeches in English were
Swarnim Kunj, Aparajeeta Telang,
Pritha Jain, Tanushree Gangdev,
Jai Prakash Singh Bagheland
Kunal Kawasi.

The event concluded at

10:20am with the staging of the
touchy Hindi play “Idgah” by
Munshi Premchand. It tells us of
the story of a four-year old
orphan named Hamid, who lives
with his grandmother Amina.
Hamid, the protagonist of the
story, has recently lost his par-
ents. However, his grandmother
tells him that his father left him
to earn money and that his moth-
er has gone to Allah to fetch love-
ly gifts for him! (The play has a
lesson for all of us. Premchand
always maintained that
“Literature should be like a lamp
of the society and not just a 
mirror.” 

It was very well enacted by
26of our talented actors.
Coincidentally, our powerful pro-
gramme began with a bang with
the bhajans of 26 musicians of
Music Department and ended
with 26 actors on stage, who
touched the strings of our heart
with their adorable acting. The
undersigned praised the joint
efforts of Hindi, English,
Humanities and Music
Departments, informs a press
release.

BJYM tried to gherao the MLA’s office

Jagdalpur, Aug 08:
Bastar district BJYM
workers played the bugle
of protest against the
government went out
togherao the MLA’s of-
fice. They raised slogans
demanding unemploy-
ment allowance and em-
ployment to educated
youths.

Bastar District BJP
Nagar Mandal took out
the tricolour yatra under
the campaign to hoist
the tricolor flag at every
house. The booth level

was inspected during the
tricolor yatra and they
motivated people to hoist
the tricolor in their
homes.

Police arrested BJYM
workers who came to
gherao the MLA’s office

BJYM of Bastar dis-
trict, started protest
against the MLA and the
government, regarding
the demand for unem-
ployment allowance and
employment and went
out to gherao the office
of local MLA. The police

stopped the activists
mid-way and arrested
them.

The police had made
elaborate arrangements
around the MLA’s office.
BJYM workers were
stopped before reaching
the MLA bungalow by
putting up barricades.
Some workers kept in-
sisting on reaching the
office by jumping the
barricade. During this
there was minor scuffle
between the police and
the workers. During the

protest, BJYM raised slo-
gans against the
Congress, demanding
fulfillment of the prom-
ises made to the public.
Recalling the election
promises of Congress,
BJYM District President
Avinash Srivastava said
that dearness allowance
and employment to the
unemployed were prom-
ised. On these two de-
mands, BJYM workers
from the BJP office came
out to gherao the MLA’s 
office.

Shravani Upkram to be held
near Kharun River on Aug 11

Raipur, Aug 08: Like every
year, this year also
‘Shravani Upkram’ will be
organised by Ved
Department of Government
Sanskrit College (GSC)
Raipur on Aug 11 on the
banks of Kharun river in
Mahadev Ghat at 7:00 am
and all the ‘Viprabandhus’
have been asked to avail its
full benefit.

Apart from this some re-
puted Acharyas of Raipur
(C.G.) have taken some deci-
sion going against the rules
as mentioned in the
‘Shastras’ related to
Rakshabandhan and
Acharya Ramkishore
Mishra (Vedic ji) has
termed it as inappropriate.
Specially the ‘Lok’ in which
‘Bhadra’ exists, it gives due
results. According to

Muhurt Chintamani,
‘Bhadra’ resides in the
‘Patal’ of ‘Makar Rashi’. As
per the local ‘Panchang’
(Dev), ‘Bhadra’ is coming
into effect in ‘Makar Rashi’
on Aug 11, 2022 (Thursday)
at 10:38 am and it resides in
the ‘Patal Lok’. Therefore
there is no result of
‘Bhadra’ in ‘Mrityu Lok’.
Therefore it is a good news
for the general public that
from 10:38 minutes onwards
on Aug 11, they all can cele-
brate the festival of
‘Rakshabandhan’ till night,
says Acharya Ramkishore
Mishra (Vedicji) of Govt
Sanskrit College, Raipur, in
a press release.

HNLU career development
conclave -2022 begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 08: The two
month long  Career
Development Conclave –
2022 at Hidayatullah
National Law University,
Raipur (“HNLU” got un-
derway with   the inaugu-
ral session held on  August
7, 2022  on the theme
‘Getting to Law Firms:
Unravelling the Path’.
Sapan Gupta, the General
Counsel of ArcelorMittal
Group was the Chief
Guest for the event. The
panellists involved Anant
Kaushik, Partner at Wadia
Ghandy & Co., Saurabh
Bindal, Partner at Fox

Mandal & Associates, and
Mr. Rachit Jain, Partner at
Lakshmikumaran and
Sridharan. The inaugural
address was delivered by
the Vice Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) V. C. Vivekanandan,
and the Welcome Address
was given by the Registrar
Prof. (Dr.) Uday Shankar.

The panellists ad-
dressed issues related to
difficulty of entry into law
firms without prior con-
nections, stable work-life
balance, and lack of mobil-

ity in the market. These
problems were  contextu-
alised with the current
skill requirements of law
firms. The panellists eluci-
dated the importance of
specialisation and brand
building with the help of
extracurricular activities,
and the manner of select-
ing such activities. They
reflected upon the impor-
tance of continuous and
strategic skill development
after entering law firms.
The panel further empha-

sised the importance of
healthy competition, hard
work and amiable relation-
ships in the formative
years of their career.

In the Q&A section, the
panellists emphasised the
importance of technologi-
cal literacy for lawyers, the
benefits and risks of pur-
suing niche fields of law,
and a cost-benefit analysis
of taking additional certi-
fications, like Secretarial
Executive Certificate.

Prof.(Dr.) Yogendra
Shrivastava and Dr. Ankit
Awasthi proposed the vote
of thanks in the inaugural
session and panel discus-
sion respectively.

The HNLU Career
Development Conclave -
2022 plans to host many
such discussions with ex-
perienced professionals,
on specialised career
paths in the legal domain.

State-level school sports competition held
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0088:: Final results
of Dodge ball, yoga and table
tennis have come in the state
level school sports competition
organized at Indira Priyadarshini
Stadium, Jagdalpur. The result of
football competition will be
received tomorrow. The boys
and girls of Bastar proved their
mettle in the Dodge Bal organ-
ized in the state level school
sports competition. In Boy’s cat-
egory, Durg Zone secured sec-
ond position and Bilaspur Zone
secured third position. In girl’s
category, Surguja zone got sec-
ond position and Bilaspur zone
got the third position. In the
yoga competition of 14 years of
age group of boys, Raipur got
first place, second place went to
Durg and third went to Bilaspur.
In the competition of girls of the
same age group, Raipur got first
place, Durg second and Bilaspur

got third place. Raipur got the
first place, Durg got the second
place and Bilaspur got the third
place in the yoga competition for
boy’s in the age group of 17
years. In the competition of girl’s
of the same age group, Raipur
got first place, Durg second and
third place Bastar. 

Raipur got the first place,
Bilaspur got the second and Durg
third place in the yoga competi-
tion for boys in the age group of
19 years. In the competition of
girls of the same age group,
Raipur got first place, Durg sec-

ond and Bilaspur third place. In
the table tennis competition for
boy’s in the age group of 14
years, Raipur got the first place,
Durg second and Bilaspur got the
third place. In the competition of
girl’s of the same age group,
Raipur got first place, Durg sec-
ond and Bilaspur third place. In
the table tennis competition of
boys in the age group of 17
years, Raipur got the first place,
Durg second and Bilaspur third
place. In the competition of girls
of the same age group, Durg got
first place, Raipur second and
Bastar third place. In the table
tennis competition of boys in the
age group of 19 years, Raipur got
first place, second place went to
Bilaspur and third to Durg. In the
competition of girls of the same
age group, Bilaspur got first
place, Durg second and Raipur
third place.
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On the theme
‘Getting to Law
Firms: Unravelling
the Path’

People can 
celebrate
‘Rakshabandhan’
on Aug 11: Acharya
Mishra

Issues instructions
for safety and relief
arrangements

Along with the help
of police

On completion of 2
yrs of National
Education Policy
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BRIEF

Ambassador dies
Beijing: Myanmar’s
ambassador to China
has died, the Chinese
government said on
Monday. I can confirm
what you mentioned,
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said in re-
sponse to a question
about the reported
death of Ambassador
Myo Thant Pe. He did
not say when the
diplomat had died or
what the cause of
death was. Myo Thant
Pe had been ambassa-
dor to China since
2019, Wang said. He
dedicated himself to
the development of
China-Myanmar rela-
tions, he said. We ex-
press our deep condo-
lences and regret over
his sudden passing
and our sincere sym-
pathies to his family.

Afghan suspect
Tehran: Police in
Iran arrested an
Afghan man suspect-
ed of stabbing 10
other farm labourers
to death following a
quarrel over land,
Iranian state media
reported on Monday.
The rampage in a re-
mote village in
southeastern Iran
was a rare such inci-
dent in the Islamic
Republic. The offi-
cial IRNA news
agency said four
Iranians and six
Afghans were killed,
and one farm worker
was wounded in the
rampage on Sunday
and was in hospital.
According to the re-
port, the suspect was
mentally unbal-
anced.

A Hindu devotee takes
holy dip with his child be-
fore collecting water
from the Bagmati river
during the Bol Bom pil-
grimage at Sudarijaal, on
the outskirts of
Kathmandu, Nepal,
Monday.

Gaza City, Aug 8 (AP):

A fragile cease-fire deal
to end nearly three days of
fighting between Israel
and Palestinian militants
in Gaza held into Monday
morning - a sign the latest
round of violence may
have abated.

The flare-up was the
worst fighting between
Israel and Gaza militant
groups since Israel and
Gaza’s Hamas rulers
fought an 11-day war last
year, adding to the destruc-
tion and misery that have
plagued blockaded Gaza
for years.

Since Friday, Israeli air-
craft had pummelled tar-
gets in Gaza while the
Iran-backed Palestinian
Islamic Jihad militant
group fired hundreds of
rockets at Israel.

Over three days of fight-
ing, 44 Palestinians were
killed, including 15 chil-
dren and four women, and
311 were wounded, the
Palestinian Health
Ministry said. Islamic
Jihad said 12 of those
killed were militants and
Israel said some of the
dead were killed by mis-
fired rockets.

Israel on Monday said it
was partially reopening
crossings into Gaza for hu-
manitarian needs and
would fully open them if
calm was maintained.

Fuel trucks were seen en-
tering a cargo crossing for
the first time since cross-
ings with the strip were
closed last week, prompt-
ing a fuel shortage that
ground Gaza’s lone power
plant to a halt on Saturday.
The plant was set to re-
sume full operations later
Monday. Gaza suffers from
a chronic power crisis.

Life for hundreds of
thousands of Israelis was
disrupted during the vio-
lence. Security precau-
tions imposed in recent
days on residents of south-

ern Israel were being grad-
ually lifted Monday, the
military said.

Both sides boasted of
their successes. Speaking
to reporters in Tehran on
Sunday, Islamic Jihad
leader Ziad al-Nakhalah
said the militant group re-
mained strong, despite los-
ing two of its leaders. This
is a victory for Islamic
Jihad, he said.

Despite that claim, the
group undoubtedly sus-
tained a blow during
Israel’s fierce offensive.
Beyond losing the two

leaders, it reduced its arse-
nal by firing hundreds of
rockets without striking a
single Israeli, thanks to
Israel’s missile defense
system that shot most of
them down. Its own rock-
ets may have killed several
Gazans, according to
Israel.

The cease-fire deal con-
tained a promise that
Egypt would work for the
release of two senior
Islamic Jihad detainees
held by Israel, but there
were no guarantees this
would happen.

Fragile cease-fire between
Israel, Gaza militants holding

Palestinians celebrate the cease-fire agreement between Israel and Islamic Jihad

Movement in Gaza City, early Monday.

Islamabad, Aug 8 (PTI) 

A top commander of
the outlawed Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
Omar Khalid Khorasani
and three other top mili-
tant leaders have been
killed in a mysterious
blast in eastern
Afghanistan’s Paktika
province, a Pakistani
media report said on
Monday.

A vehicle carrying sen-
ior commanders of the
militant group, including
Khorasani, was on
Sunday targeted with a
mysterious explosive de-
vice, according to Afghan
officials and local sources,
The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

The top militants were
travelling in the Birmal
district of the province
for a meeting when their
vehicle hit a roadside
mine, the report said.

All aboard the vehicle,
also carrying other TTP
commanders such as

Abdul Wali Mohmand,
Mufti Hassan, and Hafiz
Dawlat Khan, were killed
in the explosion, The
Express Tribune quoted a
senior Afghan official as
saying.

According to a local
source, the TTP leaders
were travelling for consul-
tation when their vehicle
hit a roadside mine on
Sunday.

Khorasani, who be-
longed to the Mohmand
tribal district, was consid-
ered a top member of the
TTP — the militant group
which wants to impose
the law of Sharia across
Pakistan. Khorasani, who
carried a bounty of Rs 10
million on his head.

Hafiz Dawlat from the
Orakzai tribal district
was an important mem-
ber of the group and a
close trustee of
Khorasani, while Mufti
Hassan hailed from the
Malakand division and
pledged allegiance to Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi, the de-

ceased leader of the
Islamic State terrorist or-
ganisation.

TTP intelligence chief
Abdul Rashid alias Uqabi
Bajauri was also killed in
a landmine blast in Kunar
province of Afghanistan
on Sunday morning, ac-
cording to local Afghan
sources.

The TTP is yet to con-
firm these targeted
killings of its top com-
manders, an incident that
would certainly under-
mine the Afghan Taliban-
brokered peace negotia-
tions between the TTP
and the Pakistan govern-
ment. The news comes
after the outlawed group
and Pakistan reached a
deadlock during their
talks as the outfit refused
to budge from its demand
for the reversal of the
merger of the erstwhile
Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) with
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province of Pakistan, the
report said.

Top TTP commander Omar Khalid Khorasani
killed in mysterious blast in Afghanistan

BBeeiijjiinngg,,  AAuugg  88  ((PPTTII))::  China on
Monday continued its unprece-
dented military drills around
Taiwan, extending the sched-
ule of war games launched in
retaliation to the visit by US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
to the breakaway island
which Beijing claims is part
of its territory.

The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) Eastern Theatre
Command, which oversees
Taiwan, said on Monday it
would continue drills in
waters near Taiwan island,
focusing on anti-submarine
and air-to-ship strikes, state-
run Global Times reported.

The PLA conducted joint
drills involving all wings of
its armed forces in six areas
around the island from
August 4 to 7.

The PLA’s latest
announcement notice did
not specify the location of
the exercises nor did it men-
tion when they would end.
The PLA on Sunday proceed-
ed with the plan and contin-
ued realistic combat-sce-
nario joint exercises in the

sea and air space around the
island of Taiwan practicing
island capturing drills and
bomber deterrence flights in

Taiwan Strait, a rehearsal for
real operation, state-run
Global Times reported on
Sunday.

China continues unprecedented military drills
around Taiwan even after end of schedule

London, Aug 8 (PTI) 

The race to elect a new
Conservative Party leader,
who will take charge as
British Prime Minister
early next month, heated up
on Monday as the two final-
ists Rishi Sunak and Liz
Truss clashed over their
proposals to tackle the soar-
ing cost-of-living crisis
across the country.

The issue of inflation and
how best to curb it has
emerged as the main battle
line in the race to 10
Downing Street, with both
candidates offering differ-
ent approaches. While
Truss has pledged immedi-
ate tax cuts if elected,
Sunak has promised
more targeted support
for the most vulnerable
households and tax cuts
further down the line.

A fresh row brewed
out over the weekend
after Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss told The
Financial Times’ that
her plan to lower taxes
rather than offer hand-
outs was more
Conservative. This
prompted an immediate
rebuke from former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak
that it is “simply wrong
to rule out further direct
support” for struggling
families this winter.

Families are facing a
long, hard winter with ris-
ing bills. Yet Liz’s plan to
deal with that is to give a
big bung to large business-

es and the well-off, leaving
those who most need help
out in the cold, Sunak
writes in The Sun’.

Worse still, she has said
she will not provide direct
support payments to those
who are feeling the pinch
most. We need clear-eyed re-
alism, not starry-eyed boos-
terism. That means bolder
action to protect people
from the worst of the win-
ter. I have the right plan and
experience to help people
through, he said.

Supporters of Truss hit
back to say her remarks
over the weekend had been
misinterpreted . “What she
has, I think, rightly chal-

lenged is the wisdom of tak-
ing large sums of money
out of people’s pockets in
tax and then giving some of
that back in ever more com-
plicated ways,” said Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt,
a supporter of the Foreign
Secretary.

“She’s willing to do more
to help people but her focus
is around doing it in a way
that puts more money in
people’s pockets, creating a
high-growth economy with
higher wages, more peo-
ple in work,” added
Northern Ireland
Secretary Brandon Lewis,
another Truss supporter.

While Truss has

pledged a package of tax
cuts worth GBP 30 billion,
which Sunak has argued
would increase inflation
and only save lower earners
GBP 59 a year. However,
both candidates are feeling
the heat on the issue as the
UK economy is expected to
plunge into a year-long re-
cession as inflation goes be-
yond 13 per cent later this
year, according to the Bank
of England forecasts from
last week.

UK PM race: Sunak, Truss feel heat
over cost-of-living crisis

A dolescence is a unique stage of
human development and is a

phase of life between childhood and
adulthood from 10 to 19 years of age.
During this period, all experience
rapid changes in physical, cognitive
and psychosocial growth of life. This
critical change affects everything â€“
how they feel, think, make their deci-
sions and interact with people around
them. The transition of life sometimes
carries new risks of life that may re-
sult from bodily or behavioural
change or may influence the future
health of young people. In this period,
all experience growth spurts and pu-
berty changes. There is rapid bodily
growth for a period and followed by
slow growth then another growth
spurt. The changes with puberty may
happen gradually and bodily changes
become obvious at the same time.
The World Health Organization
(WHO) defines an adolescent as any
person between 10 and 19. This age
range also falls within the definition of
young people which refers to the 10-
to-24 age group.

The physical changes occur dur-
ing the adolescence period due to
the effects of hormonal changes.
The teenager's body is transformed
from child to adult. This particular
phase is called puberty, and it usual-
ly starts between the age of 9 and
16. The sexual hormone that plays its
role in the bodily changes in boys is
testosterone and the one that plays
its role in the bodily changes in girls
is estrogen. Most physical changes
observed are increased perspiration,
acne problems, development of ex-
ternal sex characteristics, growth of
hairs in the pubic region and armpit,
changes of voice and broader shoul-
der in boys and starting of menstrua-
tion and broadening of hips in girls

etc. In general, the first sign of pu-
berty appears in girls earlier than in
boys. These changes continue until
the age of 18 to 22.

Adolescence is the period of life
where there is not only bodily
changes but there will be full of emo-
tional and psychological transforma-
tion that is very significant as physi-
cal changes. As part of life, they
search for their identity and feel the
need for their independence. Of
course, there is confusion about their
need and desire for autonomy in the
back of their mind. The growth of
friendship is prominent in most
teenagers and changes in behaviour
are observed the most. It may even
lead to conflict between teenagers
and parents. Sometimes, they feel
carefree, try to seek new experiences
and sometimes may get exposed to
situations that are dangerous to their
health and wellbeing, like smoking
cigarettes, drinking alcohol, taking
drugs, reckless driving or sexual mis-
behaviour etc. Apart from bodily
changes due to influences of hor-
mones, adolescence may lead to
mood swings as well. This needs lots
of patience and understanding from
parents. This is also a time for the
first experience of sexual relations
due to the hormonal and physical
changes that are experienced by
teenagers. The changes make them
more aware of their sexuality. This
may again lead to behavioural
changes as well. So, it is important to
create an environment for helpful and
effective discussion of sexuality too.
But this is not an easy thing.
Therefore, it is very important to
choose the right strategy and right
time for parental discussion without
disturbing their mindset and privacy.

There are about 1.2 billion people
between the ages of 10 and 19 world-
wide as per UNICEF. It is important to
know how they develop and grow
across us. As determined, some of
the factors that have a tremendous
impact on the development of adoles-
cents like social media, urbanization,
unhealthy food habit, conflict in small
issues leading to even armed conflict
in developed countries, migration to
different countries and urban areas of
native countries and climate change
etc. Though it is expected that ado-
lescent has a better way of improving
health and wellbeing, there are ap-

proximately 1.2 million deaths in a
year, and unfortunately, they are all
from preventable causes. This is a
great loss to a nation. Sometimes
self-harm is also a leading cause of
death amongst youth. This is because
of a lack of information, adequate
and quality services and even a pro-
tective environment that is needed to
stay healthy. The main reasons are
considered to be some communica-
ble diseases like malaria, cholera, and
lack of sanitation and hygiene facili-
ties. Especially in middle-income
countries, the risk due to HIV and
deaths due to AIDS are high. Other
factors like unhealthy diet, unhealthy
lifestyle, alcohol and substance
abuse, mental ill health and un-
healthy environment are also the
cause of ill-health of teenagers today.
For girls, the onset of puberty is a
major factor which results in early
marriage and pregnancy in some
countries where poverty, and social
and gender norms are the factors for
restricted life choices of girls. This re-
stricts them from education and so-
cial and economic opportunity as
well. It is estimated that 23 million
adolescent girls become pregnant
every year and maternal mortality is
on the rise. It is also linked to child
marriage.

The UNICEF responded with the
partner countries to improve the
overall health of adolescents. This is
in the direction toward communica-
ble disease, gender-responsive
healthcare, supporting HIV and AIDS
prevention programmes as per need,
looking into menstrual health and hy-
giene, promoting mental health and
wellbeing, good nutrition, responding
to non-communicable disease and re-
ducing home violence due to behav-
ioural changes etc. The Government
of India has taken steps through
NHM, as there are approximately 253
million people of this age group in
India. The direction is to get divi-
dends through the proper mainte-
nance of the health of this group by
delaying marriage, reducing teenage
pregnancy and maternal mortality,
reducing STI incidence, reducing HIV
prevalence and considering the youth
as important resources of the econo-
my. Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK), launched on 7th
February 2014 and School Health &
Wellness Programme launched in

February 2020 are two especially ded-
icated programmes for the holistic
development of the adolescent. RKSK
is targeted to improve nutrition, in-
juries and violence (including gender-
based violence), non-communicable
disease, mental health, and sub-
stance abuse. The target of the pro-
gramme is to reach adolescents in
their own environments such as fami-
ly, school and community to provide
adequate care through counselling,
social and behavioural change com-
munication and strengthening ado-
lescent-friendly health clinics. The
School Heath & Wellness programme
plays a critical role to improve life-
long healthy behaviours. This is also
an important part of the health and
wellness component of the
Ayushman Bharat Programme and is
incorporated in government-aided
schools in districts. Two teachers
(preferably one male and one female)
are designated as 'Health and
Wellness Ambassadors', and they will
be trained for health promotion and
disease prevention on 11 thematic
areas with a joyful interactive session
for one hour every week.

The adolescent is now considered
a source of development of a nation,
so proper care must be taken to com-
plete at least secondary education for
everyone whatever the economic
condition might be, particularly the
females. The goal needs to be the de-
velopment of adolescents' strength
and values through education to build
the entire generation economically
independent and productive to break
the cycle of poverty. The develop-
ment of strength of adolescents is as-
sociated with resilience and life satis-
faction. Identification of strength
along with health assessment can
provide a picture of how teenagers
are doing in different contexts of life.
All youth have the ability to access
and act on their strengths. A
strength-based evaluation and per-
spectives development should be
considered to develop a way to em-
power children and adolescents to be
experts in their own field of choice
and to find solutions to face chal-
lenges of life so that they can happily
contribute to the development of the
nation.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  PPrriinncciippaall,,  TTeezzppuurr  MMeeddiiccaall
CCoolllleeggee,,  TTeezzppuurr..  HHee  ccaann  bbee  rreeaacchheedd

aatt  ddrrkkaarruunnaa9977@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))  
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Welcome a 
farmer VP 

Arun Jaitley who was
Union finance minister
would have been a happy
man today as Jagdeep
Dhankad who was his pick
for governor of West Bengal
will be the Vice President of
India.The two were in jobs
that approximated each
other in 1989-90: Jaitley as
additional solicitor general
and Dhankad as a supreme
court lawyer as well as Lok
sabha MP and they became
good friends. Mr Dhankad
hails from Jat community
which is dominant in parts
of UP, Haryana and
Rajasthan which can pay
divident to the ruling party
at centre in the coming as-
sembly elections in the state
as well as in general elec-
tions in 2024.Vice President
of the country is also the
chairman of Raiya sabha -
two offices that require oc-
cupants to be unfailingly
non-partisan and are ex-
pected to adhere to rules
and the constitution on the
one hand, and on the other,
innovate to ensure smooth
relations between the gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion. And also Mr Dhankad
should strive to build better
relations between the gov-
ernment and opposition
and to uphold the honour of
the upper house.There is a
transition that he might
struggle to effect, given the
temperament he has dis-
played so far, as he steps
into a new national role.
RUckus is already in the
parliament and in the last
season also there was pan-
demonium in the parlia-
ment and it is likely to hap-
pen till March 2024 when
the general elections will be
declared  and in this regard
both ruling party and oppo-
sition parties are sailing in
the same boat and the Vice
President have to show the
extra skills for smooth func-
tioning of Rajya sabha and
being a lawyer,a former
member of parliament and
an avid "student" of legisla-
tive rules so it is believed
that he has the skills to
manage the more complex
upper house.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Wake up to reality
Divisive politics is a

crime against democracy
and may not last long since
the poor and deprived will,
sooner or later, realise that
they are being cheated. The
issue at this stage is not how
the Congress or any other
party will play their cards,
but how and when the peo-
ple will awaken to seek re-
dress of their real and
pressing issues. Punjab has
not just given a thumping
win to the AAP but has set
an example by voting, irre-
spective of religion or caste,
for quality and affordable
education and healthcare,
and with the hope that their
basic needs will be taken
care of.

HL Sharma, by mail
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NCC cadets during an event for Sarva Dharma Prathana Sabha and Ahinsa March on the 80th anniversary of Quit India
Movement, in Jaipur, Monday, Aug. 8.

Adolescence: A period that needs special care

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF QUIT INDIA

T hankfully, the UK
now looks to be past

the peak of both the recent
heatwave and the latest
COVID wave. But there will
be more of both and in fu-
ture, we might think about
how we protect ourselves
from COVID in the same way
we protect ourselves from the
weather. An umbrella is a
useful analogy. If we look out
the window or check the
weather forecast and see
rain, we would probably take
an umbrella out with us.
Similarly, if COVID cases are
starting to rise or if a new
wave is forecast, we might
consider grabbing a face
mask, for example.

But just as there's no need
to carry an umbrella with us
when it's sunny, we needn't be
expected to wear masks all
the time. Of course, some peo-
ple may choose to wear masks

more consistently in
certain settings, while
others may forgo wear-
ing them altogether.
This is the nature of the
current phase of the
pandemic we're in, a big
part of which is based
on personal choice and
responsibility. Thanks
largely to the impact of
vaccines, we no longer
need the kind of rules-
based approach to risk
management we saw
earlier in the pandemic.

But the umbrella analogy
can guide our behaviour and
choices in a variety of areas
of our response moving for-
ward. Beyond masks, these
include testing, ventilation
and social distancing. The
idea is that we can pick up or
step up precautions when we
most need them (when
COVID cases are on the rise),

before relaxing them, if we
want to, when infection rates
and risk are lower.

What might this look 
like in practice?

Let's say we start to see
COVID cases rising again
come autumn. This is a dis-
tinct possibility. It then be-
comes even more important to
take a test if we have any

symptoms that might be
COVID-related. This will
help inform our deci-
sion of whether, and to
what extent, to min-
imise contact with oth-
ers. Isolation is no
longer a legal require-
ment, and I think this
should remain the case.
However, if possible,
staying at home while
we're unwell is a sensi-
ble and considerate
thing to do, particularly
when COVID rates are

high. Distancing should also
remain a choice. But during a
wave of infections, people
might wish to maintain more
distance between themselves
and others in shops, or may
choose to avoid crowded ven-
ues. Back on masks, when
cases begin to rise, the risk of
contracting and transmitting
COVID also rises, so masks be-

come a more useful and rea-
sonable precaution. They can
be particularly valuable in
certain circumstances for ex-
ample, if someone is unwell
but can't isolate, when visiting
people who are vulnerable, or
in crowded indoor spaces.
Opening windows even a little
can increase fresh air indoors
and also help reduce the likeli-
hood of transmitting the
virus. Finally, the number of
people in the UK who have
had a COVID booster vaccine
is considerably lower than the
number who received their
first and second doses. We
know immunity from vac-
cines wanes, and boosters re-
store vaccine effectiveness. So
if we start to see rising cases,
or looking ahead to future
waves, it would make good
sense for people who are be-
hind on their vaccines to get
up-to-date.
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Living with COVID: How treating masks like umbrellas
could help us weather future pandemic threats

Rajender Kumar Sharma

W ho is not happy to hear the name of holiday or holiday, every-
one gets happiness.  The arrival of Sunday after working six

days of the week, relieves the fatigue of the whole week.  There is also a
psychological logic behind the provision of this type of leave that if any or-
ganization or department has to make its employees more productive,
then to give one day's leave/holiday in a week to the employee or any
business person. It is essential for physical and mental health.  It can prove
to be a useful asset for the organization.  A day off makes him energetic. If
we talk about our country, then the situation is somewhat different from
other countries.  Here is a long list of public holidays other than Sundays,
which vary from state to state, depending on the culture and festivals of
the state.  If we make a small estimate, then in a year about 52 Sundays
come.  In some departments, there is a 5 day week, then 52 Saturdays add
to list of holidays.  Now count  the number of festivals coming on the birth-
days of great personalities, great saints, great leaders, so this too doesn't
become less than 25-30 in every state.  Then after that if you are a govern-
ment employee then you also have earned leave, casual leave, half pay
leave (medical leave) etc.  If we sum up all these holidays, then we will find
that we do not work even half of the 365 days of the year, and then we talk
about why we don't come in the category of developed countries? Some
political parties are shining their politics in the name of regional holidays
only.  Some leaders and political parties also promise to make provision for
some new holidays in their election manifestos to get cheap popularity.  In
this way, the increasing number of holidays hinders the progress of the
country.  The most pathetic situation is that of the education department
where teachers get summer vacation, autumn vacation, Diwali vacation
along with the students in addition to the above mentioned normal holi-
days.  And then, if the teacher takes other leave also, then it becomes to be
considered that how much will the teaching work be? Casual leave is for
casual needs.  Employees can use it in case of sudden need, whose num-
ber remains 8 or 10 in a year.  If you do not need them for the whole year,
then these holidays end with the end of the year.  In such a situation, it has
been seen that employees, in the month of December, take their casual
leave even without need, because they feel that it is our right and why
should we not take advantage of these holidays?  At times, many employ-
ees take casual leave and sit at home, due to which the work of the entire
organization and department gets blocked.  The common man keeps on
making rounds of the departments, but due to the employees being on
leave, no work gets done. By the time the employee arrives on duty after a
long leave, the queue of files to be gathered at his desk is also long. In such
a situation, the employee, looking at the number of files, will be careless in
completing the work quickly, which will result in mistakes in the work or
else instead of completing so many work peacefully, he will keep on post-
poning it. The result will be trouble for the people who have these files. It
has been seen many times that such employees do not have any sympathy
for the public. Even if a person comes to know the current status of his file,
then he is rebuked or even if there is no deficiency in his file, it is returned
after showing the deficiency. The hope of getting work done from the of-
fice is lost.  It is very sad that holidays have been established as a right in
government departments.  Holidays on our religious festivals are justified
because these festivals keep us connected with our cultural roots and cel-
ebrating them is an integral part of our culture.  As far as the holidays de-
clared for political gains cannot be called justified, and the best example of
this is Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan's saying that I do not want any holiday to
be kept on my birthday, but my birthday should be dedicated to teachers.
These quotes show us that the real respect of great men is to follow their
teachings, follow the path shown by them, and not sit at home after taking
leave on that day,  instead of a holiday in their name, more work should be
done which can lead the country towards progress, this is the way by
which  they will be respected  in the true sense.  Because he became great
by his works which he did for his country and the people of the country.
We also have to think,  whether leave  is our right or just a facility given for
emergency situations.

How many days a 
year do we work?

T here is a widely shared view that the All India Services, which pro-
vided the 'steel frame' of governance in a democratic India, granti-

ng Constitutional autonomy to the state administration, particularly on the
policy front, are failing to deliver because of a declining decision-making
ability of its officers, their smugness arising from notions of total employ-
ment security and inadequacy of parameters used for evaluating their per-
formance. Selection on the strength of a merit-based examination that is
open to all - irrespective of class, creed or region - is still a huge commen-
dation for the Civil Services and it can also be said that the pride and confi-
dence of their young officers in the initial few years of service is still hold-
ing, by and large. However, things did not add up as the officers moving up
the career graph lost their shine and took to serving their personal interests
generally. The 'steel frame' today looks rusted. Still, no other nation has an
equivalent of All India Services in terms of offering a career starting at the
'leadership level' in the administration of various wings of the country's
government, including the handling of foreign affairs. An entrant in the
Civil Services - after the initial years of training - gets the status of Under
Secretary to the Government of India. The IAS and IPS are trained by the
Centre before they are allocated to various states with the expectation that
they would give India - which is a Union of States - a comparable quality of
administration and public-oriented governance, uniformly throughout the
country. A major cause behind the degradation of these Civil Services is the
controlling influence that the corrupt leaders ruling the states exercise on
the bureaucracy and the police in pursuit of their own vested interests. A
practice has developed whereby they put greater reliance on the pliable
state service personnel at the cost of IAS and IPS officers - this results in the
common phenomenon of the Chief Secretaries and Director Generals of
Police appearing to be at the weakest, not the strongest, point of their ca-
reer - incapable of upgrading the system presided over by them or uphold-
ing the cause of officers below who were upright and firm. The Centre
should make a beginning by acquiring a say in the appointment of CS and
DGP of the state by getting the UPSC to draw up a panel of suitable officers
in consultation with the state government - the Supreme Court had way
back in 2018 favoured this approach. This idea should have been further
concretized by now. Also, since the Department of Personnel and the
Ministry of Home Affairs have the right to track the performance of IAS and
IPS officers, the legitimacy of in-service evaluation of these officers for
higher responsibilities at the end of 15, 20 and 25 years of service through
appropriately constituted boards, should be firmly established so that poor-
ly performing officers are given a decent 'shake hand' with compulsory re-
tirement. In India, a major reason for the decline of public administration is
the shrinking of the position and authority of the District Magistrate-cum-
Collector as the anchor of governance. The DM is the symbol of the state
closest to the people and the overriding monitor of the working of all wings
of the government in the district. The image of the nation takes a beating
when manholes left uncovered by a careless sewage repairman or a water-
filled pit or bore well left unguarded at a construction site result in the death
of a child, when an old tree by a roadside 'counted' by the forest authority
but not marked as a potential hazard suddenly falls, crushing a passerby
under it or when an ambulance though available is denied to an ordinary cit-
izen admitted to a hospital and need a shift in an emergency. It is the DM
who is supposed to create a deterrence against such grave anti-people acts
of functionaries in the district linked to public service, but this is now totally
absent because of the play of politics even at the local levels and the abdica-
tion by young IAS and IPS officers of their basic responsibilities. 

Civil services have to improve
for better governance
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Handloom
Census data 

New Delhi: Union
Minister Piyush
Goyal on Sunday
stressed upon the
need to put the Census
data of Handlooms,
pertaining to over 35
lakh handloom work-
ers, in the public do-
main for transparency
and validation so that
the benefits of hand-
loom schemes reach
the genuine benefici-
aries. Addressing an
event on the National
Handloom Day, the
Minister for Textiles
and Commerce and
Industry emphasised
upon free of cost on-
boarding on the
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM)
for maximum number
of handloom products
so that artisans can
avail selling opportu-
nities in government
procurement.

Turbine plant
Hyderabad:
Hyderabad-based
Swan Turbine
Services on Sunday
said Telangana
Finance Minister T
Harish Rao inaugurat-
ed its second plant at
Pashamailaram in
Sangareddy district of
the State. This plant
spread across four
acres is going to pro-
vide employment op-
portunities to around
300 people directly, P
Satyanarayana, MD,
Swan Turbine
Services said in a re-
lease here. “We are
catering our services
in India, Middle-East
and Africa.

Energy demands

New Delhi: Niti Aayog
member and scientist
V K Saraswat on
Sunday suggested that
the government
should focus on set-
ting up small modular
reactors as it would
help meet the coun-
try’s energy needs and
also in replacing
aging thermal power
plants. Saraswat also
said nuclear power
plant projects which
have been set up
under the fleet mode
production, should be
accelerated, so that
India is able to meet
base load require-
ments at the earliest.
“We are suggesting
that in future we
should go for small
modular reactors
which will be able to
meet this (energy) re-
quirements in a dis-
tributed manner.

Labour welfare
scheme

New Delhi: The
Centre is running a
labour welfare
scheme for nearly 50
lakh ‘beedi’ workers
and their families liv-
ing across the coun-
try, Union Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav
said in Lok Sabha on
Monday. Yadav said
the scheme envisages
health care facility,
scholarship and 
housing.

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

The long-awaited high-
speed 5G services are ex-
pected to be rolled out in
about a month, Minister of
State for Telecom
Devusinh Chauhan said
on Monday. Addressing
the inaugural event of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Union’s Regional
Standardisation Forum
(RSF) for Asia and
Oceania region, Chauhan
said India is likely to de-
ploy indigenously devel-
oped and manufactured
5G telecom gears by end of
this year for 5G services.
“In about a month, 5G mo-
bile services will roll out
in the country, which will
have multiplier effects on
the development of all sec-
tors.

A 6G Technology
Innovations Group, has
also been set up, which is
working towards the de-
velopment of indigenous
6G stack,” Chauhan said.
He said that the govern-

ment is promoting, the in-
digenously designed, de-
veloped and manufactured
advanced telecom technol-
ogy, and as a result, India
today has a strong home-
grown 5G mobile commu-
nications ecosystem. “We
have developed a fully in-
digenous 5G test bed,
which will facilitate test-
ing of 5G network ele-
ments. By the end of this
year, we are likely to see
indigenously developed,
and manufactured 5G
stack, getting deployed in
rolling out 5G network in
India,” the minister said.

India’s biggest ever auc-
tion of telecom spectrum
that concluded on August
1 (Monday) received a
record Rs 1.5 lakh crore of
bids, with Mukesh
Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the air-
waves sold with an Rs
88,078 crore bid. The min-
ister said that the growth
in the Indian telecom mar-
ket has been spurred by
the market-friendly poli-
cies of the Modi
Government. “We initiat-
ed a number of structural
and procedural reforms in
the telecom sector. These
reforms have created a
very positive, and forward-
looking environment for
the telecom industry. As a
result, a recent 5G spec-
trum auction in India has
fetched bids of USD 20 bil-
lion (Rs 1.5 lakh crore),”
Chauhan said.

He said that Indian engi-
neers have developed a set
of 5G standards, which
will facilitate the spread of
the 5G network in rural
areas.

5G mobile services likely to be rolled
out in about a month: MoS Telecom Mumbai, Aug 08: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex jumped over 465
points on Monday, track-
ing gains in index majors
HDFC twins and Reliance
Industries amid positive
global market trends.

The 30-share BSE gauge
climbed 465.14 points or
0.80 per cent to finish at
58,853.07. During the day,
it jumped 546.97 points or
0.93 per cent to 58,934.90.
The broader NSE Nifty
gained 127.60 points or
0.73 per cent to end at
17,525.10. Mahindra &
Mahindra was the biggest
gainer from the Sensex
pack, climbing 3.13 per
cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, NTPC, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank,
Larsen & Toubro, HDFC,
Dr Reddy’s, IndusInd
Bank and Reliance
Industries. State Bank of
India, UltraTech Cement,
Nestle, Wipro and Power
Grid were among the
major laggards.

In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Shanghai and
Tokyo ended higher,
while Hong Kong settled

with losses. European
bourses were trading in
the green during mid-ses-
sion deals. The US mar-
kets had ended mostly
lower on Friday.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.68 per
cent to USD 94.32 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional
investors remained net
buyers in the capital mar-
kets as they bought

shares worth Rs 1,605.81
crore on Friday, as per ex-
change data. “Sustained
FII buying and falling oil
prices are the major driv-
ers for the ongoing mar-
ket rally. Heavyweights
played a significant role
in today’s rise, while PSU
banks remained under
pressure following weak
results of the PSB major,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex climbs 465 points; Nifty above 17,500

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

JSW Steel will invest
over Rs 48,000 crore in the
next three years as part of
its capex plan, the compa-
ny’s Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) Sajjan Jindal has
said. Out of Rs 48,700, Rs
20,000 crore capex (capital
expenditure) is for the
2022-23 financial year, he
said.

Besides, JSW Steel is
also eyeing to amalga-
mate JSW Ispat Special
Products with it by the
end of the ongoing fiscal.
According to a regulatory
filing on Monday, Jindal
addressing a sharehold-
er’s query said: “The total
planned capex for the
next three years is Rs
48,700 crore, which in-

cludes Rs 20,000 crore
planned for this current
financial year.” The com-
posite scheme of amalga-
mation between the com-
pany and JSW Ispat
Special Products Limited
(Monnet Ispat) is expect-
ed to be completed during
this financial year, he
said. In August 2018, a
joint consortium of AION
Investments Private II Ltd
(AION) and JSW Steel

Limited acquired control-
ling stake in JSW Ispat
Special Products Limited
(formerly known as
Monnet Ispat & Energy
Limited). The consortium
was the sole bidder for
the 1.5-million-tonne
asset in Chhattisgarh.
The National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) had
approved a Rs 2,875-crore
bid to acquire the bank-
rupt Monnet Ispat &
Energy, which owed over
Rs 11,000 crore to a clutch
of lenders.

As per JSW Steel, “The
5 MTPA (million tonne
per annum) brownfield
expansion at Vijayanagar
is progressing well, with
civil works underway at
the site. The project is ex-
pected  to be completed by
the end of FY2024.”

JSW Steel outlays Rs 20,000 crore
capex for FY23: CMD Sajjan Jindal

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

PNB Housing Finance is
revamping its ‘Unnati’
loan portfolio to go deeper
into the affordable hous-
ing segment eyeing cus-
tomers who need loans of
Rs 9-12 lakh, MD & CEO
Hardayal Prasad said.
PNB Housing has created
a small vertical under
Unnati which will be dif-
ferent from existing Rs 18-
19 lakh as affordable hous-
ing loans. “We are setting
up a whole infrastructure,
we have already opened 10
more branches in June
quarter. This policy on
Unnati is completely re-
vamped, this is a complete-
ly different way the busi-
ness will take place. The
loan ticket size will come
down to about Rs 9-12 lakh
as against Rs 18-19 lakh

which is there today. “So
there is world of differ-
ence in the way as we plan
to hit the road by
September and that is
where the Unnati book
will start growing,”
Prasad said, adding it
opened 20 branches in
March 2022 quarter and
more will be added going
forward.

PNB Housing was never
there in this loan bracket,
some of the competing
HFCs offer these types of
loans. “As a very large
HFC it was important for
us to provide full suite of
services,” Prasad ex-
plained further. Promoted
by Punjab National Bank
(PNB), the housing fi-
nance company (HFC) has
identified and mapped al-
most 140 districts where it
will offer products under

this vertical of Unnati.
“We are going to enter
about 10-12 states.
Whether it is Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, we are going to
be pan-India. We will have
branches in these states,”
Prasad said. The housing

financier has appointed a
new official who will head
this vertical of the afford-
able housing segment.
“The biggest advantage
that we have with PNB is
that we are across India.
These are tier-IV kind of
locations and we will also
go to gram panchayats,”
he said further.

Speaking about the de-
mand scenario, he said be-
cause of the 90 basis
points increase in the repo
rate in May and June, and
increase in the cost of con-
struction material,
builders are saying there
is a little push back in de-
mand. There is more effort
that is being made to sell a
property. The industry is
experiencing a little reduc-
tion as compared to what
was seen up to March 2022,
Prasad said.

PNB Housing revamps ‘Unnati’ to offer 
Rs 9-12 lakh as affordable loans: MD&CEO Prasad

Mumbai, Aug 08: 

The rupee fell 40 paise
to close at 79.64 (provi-
sional) against the US
dollar on Monday amid
waning risk appetite
among investors.

Lower global crude
prices and a rally in do-
mestic equities restricted
the losses to some extent,
forex dealers said. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the do-
mestic currency opened
weak at 79.50 per dollar.

It oscillated between a
high of 79.45 and a low of
79.65 during the session.
It finally settled at 79.64,
down 40 paise over its
previous close of 79.24.
The dollar index, which

measures the green-
back’s strength against a
basket of six currencies,
slipped 0.25 per cent to
106.57.

Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark,
declined 0.54 per cent to
USD 94.38 per barrel. On

the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 465.14 points or
0.80 per cent higher at
58,853.07, while the
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 127.60 points or
0.73 per cent to 17,525.10.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors remained net
buyers in the capital
market on Friday as they
purchased shares worth
Rs 1,605.81 crore, as per
exchange data.

After turning net buy-
ers last month, foreign
investors continued their
positive stance on Indian
equities and invested
over Rs 14,000 crore in
the first week of August
amid softening of the dol-
lar index.

Rupee falls 40 paise to close
at 79.64 against US dollar

Equity mutual funds’

inflow drops 43 pc to

Rs 8,898 cr in July

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088:: Equity
mutual funds attracted Rs
8,898 crore in July, a sharp
decline of 43 per cent from the
preceding month, amid volatile
market conditions. Although,
this was the 17th straight
month of positive inflow in
equity schemes. The net
inflows in July were lower com-
pared to the net inflow of Rs
15,495 crore seen in June, Rs
18,529 crore seen in May and
Rs 15,890 crore in April,
according to data released by
Association of Mutual Funds in
India (Amfi)on Monday. 

Equity schemes have been
witnessing net inflow since
March 2021, highlighting the
positive sentiment among
investors. Prior to this, such
schemes had consistently wit-
nessed outflows for eight
months from July 2020 to
February 2021, losing Rs 46,791
crore. 

All the equity-oriented cate-
gories received net inflows in
July with the Small Cap Fund
category being the biggest
beneficiary with a net inflow of
Rs 1,780 crore. This was fol-
lowed by the Flexi Cap Fund
fund that witnessed Rs 1,381
crore net infusion. 

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

Country’s largest tele-
com player Jio has com-
pleted 5G coverage plan-
ning in top 1,000 cities and
conducted field trials of
its home-grown 5G tele-
com gears, Reliance
Industries said in its an-
nual report. In the report,
RIL (Reliance Industries
Limited) said that Jio took
major steps during 2021-22
in getting ready for 5G
with its 100 per cent in-
digenous technology.

The company was the
biggest bidder in the re-
cently-concluded 5G spec-
trum auction. India’s
biggest-ever auction of
telecom spectrum that
concluded on August 1
(Monday) received a

record Rs 1.5 lakh crore of
bids, with Mukesh
Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the air-
waves sold. “Jio’s 5G cov-
erage planning has been
completed in top 1,000
cities based on targeted
customer consumption
and revenue potential
using heat maps, 3D maps
and ray tracing technolo-
gy,” the report released on
August 7 said. Reliance Jio
was the top bidder, offer-
ing a cumulative bid of Rs
88,078 crore for 24,740 MHz
of airwaves across five
bands capable of offering
speeds about 10 times
faster than 4G, lag-free
connectivity, and can en-
able billions of connected
devices to share data in
real-time. It has acquired

the coveted 700 MHz spec-
trum, which can provide
6-10 kilometres of signal
range with one tower, and
forms a good base for of-
fering fifth generation
(5G) services in all 22 cir-
cles or zones in the coun-
try. Jio has also joined
hands with University of

Oulu in Finland — the
leader of the world’s first
major 6G research pro-
gramme — to accelerate
research and standardisa-
tion in 6G.

The company has done
active trials of 5G use
cases ranging from aug-
mented reality, virtual re-
ality, low-latency cloud
gaming, network slicing
and multi-tenancy for
video delivery, TV stream-
ing, connected hospitals
and industrial applica-
tions.

According to the
Department of Telecom,
5G technology is expected
to deliver 10 times better
download speed than that
of 4G and up to three
times greater spectrum ef-
ficiency.

Jio completes 5G coverage
planning in top 1,000 cities

New Delhi, Aug 08:

Infrastructure assets
worth over Rs 1.62 lakh
crore are expected to be
monetised during the cur-
rent fiscal, Parliament was
informed on Monday. The
government had last year
announced a Rs 6 lakh
crore National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) to unlock value in
infrastructure assets
across sectors, ranging
from power to road and
railways in four years till
2025. In a written reply to
the Lok Sabha, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said about Rs
97,000 crore worth of pub-
lic assets were monetised
in the last fiscal (2021-22).
The key transactions in-

clude highway toll-operate-
transfer (TOT) based PPP
concessions, NHAI’s
Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT), PowerGrid
InvIT, annual accruals
from mineral and coal
blocks auctioned in FY21-
22, private investment in
the redevelopment of rail-
way colonies, receipts from
6 airports leased on PPP
mode and private invest-
ment from port terminals
bid out on PPP mode.
“Indicative value of assets
envisaged to be monetised
under NMP during FY22-
23 is Rs 1,62,422 crore,” he
said. Chaudhary said the
various transactions pro-
posed to be undertaken
during FY22-23 include
highway TOT bundles and
InvIT future rounds, rede-

velopment of sports stadia,
operational power genera-
tion & transmission assets,
lease of airports through
PPP, PPP projects at vari-
ous port trusts, develop-
ment of silos and ware-
houses, monetisation of
tower assets and mining
assets. The indicative
value refers to the value ex-
pected to be realised by the
asset owners through the
monetisation process, ei-
ther in form of accruals or
by way of private sector in-
vestment. The sectors
identified under the NMP
include roads, ports, air-
ports, railways, warehous-
ing, gas & product
pipelines, power genera-
tion and transmission,
mining, telecom, stadium
and urban real estate.

Infra assets worth over Rs 1.62 lakh cr
to be monetised this fiscal: FinMin

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

The commerce min-
istry’s arm DGTR has rec-
ommended imposition of
anti-dumping duty on im-
ports of a kind of cutting
tool from China, for five
years, to protect the domes-
tic industry from cheap in-
bound shipments. The
Directorate General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR)
has recommended the duty
after conducting an investi-
gation on the dumped im-
ports of ‘resin bonded thin
wheels’. It is used in vari-
ous sectors ranging from
welding and cutting. The
directorate in its findings
has concluded the item is
being imported from China
into India in significant
quantities in both absolute

and relative terms. The im-
ports are undercutting the
prices of the domestic in-
dustry, it added. “Definitive
antidumping duty...is rec-
ommended to be imposed
for five years...,” the DGTR
has said in a notification.
The recommended duty
was in the range of USD
78.38 per tonne and USD
90.12 per tonne on imports.
While DGTR, which is
under the commerce min-
istry, recommends the duty,
the finance ministry takes
the final decision to impose
the same within three
months of the recommen-
dation. Countries initiate
anti-dumping probes to
check if their domestic in-
dustries have been hurt be-
cause of a surge in below-
cost imports.

New Delhi, Aug 08: 

Tata Play (formerly
known as Tata Sky) an-
nounced new affordable
packs for its subscribers.
“Entertainment is a basic
human necessity.

However, rising prices
areforcing people to make
a choice between necessi-
ties like food & fuel and
discretionary spends like
entertainment.

As the country’s largest
content distributor, we
take it upon ourselves to
make entertainment more
a f f o r d a b l e . ” s a i d
HaritNagpal, MD & CEO,
Tata Play. The new packs
and prices are available to
all existing and new cus-
tomers across India.
Subscribers can avail the
new Super Saver Packs by

visiting their nearest Tata
Play dealers or logging on
to www.Tataplay.com.
Existing subscribers can
find the new ‘Super Saver
Packs’ under the Manage
Packs tab on the Tata Play
mobile app.

The Hindi Super Value
Pack consists of Star
Plus,SET,Colors, Zee TV,
Star Gold,Sony Max, Zee
Cinema, Colors Cineplex,
Aaj Tak, NDTV and 203
other channels for Rs 249
only.

To create awareness
about these super saver
packs, Tata Play is launch-
ing a mass campaign, fea-
turing Kareena Kapoor
&Saif Ali Khan in
theHindispeaking markets
and Madhavan &
Priyamani in the South
markets.

Tata Play’s bold move to help
viewers save on TV bills

Commerce ministry 
recommends anti-dumping
duty on Chinese cutting tool

Allu Arjun’s all praise for success

of Kalyan Ram-starrer ‘Bimbisara’

T
he unit of director
Mallidi Vasishta's

just released Telugu
film, 'Bimbisara', fea-
turing actors
Nandamuri Kalyan
Ram, Catherine Tresa
and Samyuktha Menon
in the lead, is 'ecstatic'
as several top stars in-
cluding Allu Arjun and
Ram Pothineni have
now praised their film,
which has got a great
opening.

Taking to Twitter,
Allu Arjun on Sunday
said, "Big congratula-
tions to the 'Bimbisara'
team. Very interesting
and engaging fantasy
film. Impactful pres-
ence by Nandamuri
Kalyan garu . My
respect for him for
always bringing in
new talent into the
industry and attempt-
ing new kind of films.

"I appreciate debut
director Vasishta for
handling it well.
Commendation to all
the technicians and
artistes. M M
Keeravaani garu,
Catherine Tresa,
S a m y u k t h a .
'Bimbisara', an enter-
tainment for all age
groups."

Actor Nandamuri
Kalyan Ram responded
to the tweet, saying,
"Thanks brother. Your
appreciation on a per-
sonal note means a lot
to me. Our team is ec-
static." Similarly, actor
Ram Pothineni too con-

gratulated the unit of
the film. He tweeted,
"Congratulations my
dearest brother
Nandamuri Kalyan
Ram and the entire
team for the block-
buster success of
'Bimbisara'!"

On Saturday, Kalyan
Ram had shared
lengthy post, thanking
the audiences for the
success of the film.

He had said: "In 2019,
when we started work-
ing on 'Bimbisara', we
were all excited to kick
off the project and tell
this amazing story to
the world. But the ex-
citement soon turned
into tension due to mul-
tiple waves of Covid
and lockdowns.

"Amidst all this, we
wanted to give a great
theatrical experience
to all the movie lovers
and put in all our ef-
forts and hardwork.

"I was anxious about
the film because of the
scale of it and the am-
bition of the team. We
are relieved and glad
after seeing the block-
buster response, post
release.

"Thank you to all the
friends from the film
fraternity, media, well
wishers, movie lovers
and my dearest
Nandamuri fans for all
the support and love.
The success of
'Bimbisara' is the suc-
cess of the entire film
industry. Thank you."

ACROSS

1. Tempo

5. Road bends

10. Burden

14. Egg-shaped

15. Flowering bush

16. Highest point

17. “____ of the Flies”

18. Drummer Ringo ____

19. Pare

20. Possessed

22. Enjoyable

24. Zodiac sign

27. Program

28. Informer

30. Yarn craft

33. Boric ____

35. Viewed

36. Achievers

41. Loafer, e.g.

42. Legislate

44. Actor ____ Baldwin

45. Hair dye

47. Mimic

48. Casino game

49. Renovate

52. Camp bed

53. Attack

57. Bowler’s button

59. ____ of living

62. Kitchen gadget

65. Mailed

66. Verse makers

69. Dress for Caesar

70. Horse feed

71. Like honey

72. Uneasy

73. Modeling material

74. Writing assignment

75. Famous loch

DOWN

1. Marco ____

2. Declare

3. Pink flower

4. Senior

5. City trains

6. Occupy a chair

7. Smack

8. English nobleman

9. Shriek

10. Expire

11. Atlantic or Pacific

12. Modify

13. Letter after gamma

21. Poorly lit

23. Ripened

25. Relaxation

26. Panoramas

28. Reckless
29. Long (for)
31. Respond
32. Tom Brokaw, e.g.
34. Lion’s lair
37. Acorn tree
38. Conducting contact
39. Casino city
40. Highlander
43. Shredded
46. Parched
50. Go by
51. Sixth sense (abbr.)
53. Business gp.
54. Shoplift
55. Mr. Claus
56. Fidgety
58. Corroded
60. Aisles
61. Inferior grades
63. Omelet ingredients
64. Beams
67. Earl Grey, e.g.
68. Pigpen
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A group with which you’re affiliated may be

temporarily torn apart by quarrels among its

members, Aquarius. It’s best to stay out of it.

A friend could be having trouble and come

to you for advice and help. Don’t let yourself

get too frustrated by his or her weakness.

This could be a frustrating day for you, and

one best spent concentrating on projects. All

will be better tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Changes taking place in your home could
cause some temporary frustration tense
nerves on the part of family members,
Pisces. Perhaps you’re moving or refurnish-
ing or trying to do a thorough cleaning and
everyone is getting into everyone else’s
way. Just try to get the job done as quickly
as possible. Once it’s done, tempers will
subside, and all will be well.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Miscommunication with someone from far

away could lead to bruised egos, heightened

emotions, and angry phone calls. It’s best not

to get drawn into a quarrel, Aries. Try to

straighten it all out. Changes in your neighbor-

hood could cause problems with travel, so be

prepared for blocked streets and heavy traffic.

Walk - it will clear your head and get you

where you’re going more quickly.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your talents as a psychologist could be put

to work today when misunderstandings

arise. Your companions aren’t likely to be

thinking straight and may not respond to

reassurance, Taurus. Use your intuition to

find the best way to defuse the situation.

Finances might cause some worry right now,

but your ingenuity and money sense should

put things right. Go out and have fun tonight.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Someone who interests you could seem to
be showing interest in someone else. This
might arouse your insecurities and cause a
bit of jealousy. Don’t make yourself crazy,
Gemini. All may not be as it seems. Try to
discern the facts. Invitations to do more
than one thing on the same night might
force you to make an uncomfortable
choice. Make the one that suits you best.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Someone is keeping secrets from you. We all

have private issues, Cancer, but this situation

affects you. Your intuition will probably tell

you who the person is. Try to get them to open

up without exerting pressure. Unfinished

tasks could drive you crazy. You may try to

race through them, which can cause too much

stress. Get the crucial ones done and let the

others go. Relax with a movie tonight.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Circumstances beyond your control
might get in the way of attending a
group event. This could cause some dis-
appointment for you and others, Leo.
It’s best to find something else to do.
Your own project is likely to need some
attention, and this could prove to be a
challenge that keeps you engrossed for
hours. Treat yourself to takeout tonight.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A female visitor who needs some sympathy

could contact you today. She may want advice

on some problems, Virgo, but she could also

bring information, possibly involving new sci-

entific or metaphysical studies that you find

fascinating and that you’ll want to relate to

others. This information could trigger your

own insights. Write down your ideas. You’ll

want to remember them.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Some important plans, perhaps involving a

vacation or education, could be temporarily

blocked by circumstances beyond your con-

trol, Libra. This can make you upset and might

even set your temper on edge. You may be

tempted to take out your frustrations on oth-

ers. It would be more productive - and chal-

lenging - to find ways to make your plans

work, even if they’re delayed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A letter or call could arrive today bringing

upsetting news about money, Scorpio. Your

first reaction might be to blame yourself or

someone else, but the circumstances are

probably beyond anyone’s control. Chances

are it can be set right. Before anyone gets too

upset, it’s best to investigate and find out

what needs to be done. It might take some

effort, but all will be well.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Jealousy could rear its ugly head today,

Sagittarius. This could involve a romantic

relationship. Jealousy is often groundless, so

avoid it by doing some communicating. This

is the time to make the effort to turn a dis-

advantage into an advantage. Strong emo-

tions can work for you under some circum-

stances. A passionate reconciliation is better

than an angry estrangement.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Nervous tension could cause a temporary
malaise that keeps your energy very low
today. But there are tasks that need to be
done, Capricorn, so you’ll probably try to do
them in spite of the way you feel. Try not to
overwork yourself or take your weariness
out on others. It’s better to let some things
go than make yourself and everyone else
that much more stressed out.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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TT he family drama
‘Appnapan...Badalte

Rishton Ka Bandhan’ on
Sony Entertainment
Television has captured the
hearts of the viewers with
its storyline that offers a
new perspective on ‘second
chances’ while highlighting
the difficulties and intrica-
cies relationships go
through. The
show, which
stars Cezanne
Khan and
Rajshree Thakur, focuses on
the lives of an estranged
couple, Nikhil and Pallavi,
who are dealing with their
own set of challenges relat-
ed to parenthood owing to
their past and has viewers
invested in their story. Now,
the show will be going
through a time slot change
in the upcoming week.
While the show would air
every Monday to Friday at
10:00 pm previously, it
would now be airing at 6:30
pm with a repeat telecast at
10:30 pm starting 8th
August onwards.
Talking about the change in
the timeslot, Rajshree
Thakur who plays the role of

Pallavi in the show opined,
"We have been receiving
such lovely responses from
the viewers and our fans.
Their love for our show is
what is making us work
harder and give them quali-
ty entertainment that they
can enjoy to the fullest. We
are going to have a time slot
change and now 'Appnapan'
will be airing at 6:30 pm
than its original time of
10:00 pm. I hope that the
viewers keep supporting us

and they keep giving us the
love that they have been
showering us with, more so
now because we will be
coming on TV twice! We
have lots of drama to
unpack and so stay tuned!"
Even though the two are at
odds with one another—
Nikhil is battling for custody
of his children, while Pallavi
is trying to stand her ground
and keep all of her children
to herself—there are times
of generosity when the two
come to each other's res-
cue. Pallavi has been
defending Nikhil from some
unpleasant questions from
the journalists during the
Food Mela in recent
episodes. Pallavi would res-
cue Nikhil from peril, and
Nikhil's mother would see
this on television and feel
hopeful for them once more.
Will Nikhil's mother serve as
the impetus for the reconcil-
iation of the couple?

DDoonn''tt  ffoorrggeett,,  ttuunnee  iinnttoo
''AAppppnnaappaann......  BBaaddaallttee
RRiisshhttoonn  KKaa  BBaannddhhaann'',,  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  66::3300  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

'Appnapan... Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan' to get a new time slot 

R
ashmika Mandanna, who is fast ris-
ing as one of the top actresses in the

Tamil and Telugu film industries, on
Sunday, expressed her love for friends on
the occasion of Friendship Day, saying,
they had a piece of her heart. Taking to
Instagram, she posted pictures of herself
with friends, and said: "I am not someone
who generally takes Friendship Day, Hug
Day, Chocolate Day or Valentine's Day
very seriously, and I am not someone
who puts my personal life out a lot… but
these people in these photos (some are
missing)... It's a surprise for them too!

"But I just randomly wanted to say how
important these people are in my life… I
wouldn't be the same person without
them… "Some who I grew up with, some
who I work with, some who I am not in
touch with very much but they have still
managed to make a mark so deep in my
heart that they will always and forever be
special! "So, you guys I love you. A notifi-
cation from you makes me smile. The
random calls good or bad make my heart
happy. I love you! "Thank you for making
me the person I am today. You have a
piece of my heart."

Rashmika posts Friendship Day pix,
says ‘friends are a piece of my heart’

With its extraordinary dis-
play of India's young singing
talent, Sony Entertainment
Television's homegrown kids
singing reality show
Superstar Singer 2 has capti-
vated its audience. 

With their impeccable
singing, the contestants a.k.a
the 'Best Bache Ever' contin-
ue to impress the judges and
special guests week on
week. 

The upcoming episode is
going to take the audience
on a musical roller coaster
ride as the show will cele-
brate the original music mav-
erick – Kishore Kumar in the
‘Non-stop Kishore Kumar’
special episode this Sunday.
Making the evening extra
special, the contestants, cap-

tains, and judges will per-
form to the ever green songs
of the legendary playback
singer, Kishore Da. While the
special episode will get
transformed into a musical
extravaganza, Judge Javed
Ali will share an interesting
memory about his first super
hit song ‘Kajra Re’ from the
movie Bunty and Babli. He
shares, “‘Intehan hogyi
intezar ki’ is the song which
became the inspiration for
my first ever hit song Kajra
re.
And you won’t believe it, I

was asked to playback for
Mr. Abhishek Bachchan ji
and at that time I was very
young and I was not sure if
I could do justice to the
song. 

Abhishek‘s voice has a
lot of bass in it, so in order
to match that I heard this
song and started singing it
to attain the same bass in
my voice. So, this song by
Kishore Da really helped
me.”
WWaattcchh  SSuuppeerrssttaarr  SSiinnggeerr  22
eevveerryy  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy
aatt  88  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Javed Ali shares an 
interesting anecdote  

A
film that marked
the ‘Rise’ of un-

matched cinematic expe-
rience, created a ‘Roar’ at
the Box Office Worldwide
and started a ‘Revolt’ that
brought people back to
the theatre. The film of
the year, the magnum
opus, RRR is all set to
have its World Television
Premiere and Zee
Cinema audiences will
get front row seats!

Hailed for his larger-
than-life cinematic show-
cases, filmmaker S. S.
Rajamouli created a mas-
terpiece with RRR star-
ring not only two power-
houses of Indian cinema,
Ram Charan and Jr. NTR
but also faces like Ajay

Devgn and Alia Bhatt –
the multi-starrer shook
the entertainment indus-
try, globally.

Capturing the essence
of the pre-independence
era, RRR takes us on a
captivating ride filled
with a virtuous friend-
ship, unbelievable energy,
jaw-dropping action, and
innocent romance,
drama that will compel
you to sit up and whistle
for your favorite star. So,
this Independence week,
block your calendars to
witness a spectacle from
the Indian film industry
with the World Television
Premiere of RRR on 14th
August only on Zee
Cinema.

The mega multi-starrer
film produced from India,
RRR is one of the most
expensive productions
with a budget of over 550
Crores. The cutting-edge
visual graphics that
made the story come
alive on screen in the
most extravagant way, re-
ceived applause not only
from the national film
fraternity but also the in-
ternational industry.
Here are some of the en-
dorsements that the film
has earned:

For the announcement
of the World Television
Premiere of a film that is
as grand as RRR, Zee
Cinema is leaving no
stone unturned. A promo

with the premiere date
and time was launched
across 9 Hindi movie
cluster channels of Zee
for audiences to block
their calendar for this
mega event. While this
practice is followed for
announcements of the-
atrical releases, with
RRR, it’s the first time a
channel has made such a
huge announcement for
the World Television
Premiere of a film.

This Independence
Day, come together and
enjoy this mega enter-
tainer with your family
with the World Television
Premiere of RRR on Zee
Cinema on 14th August at
8 pm.

World TV Premiere 
of ‘RRR’on Zee Cinema
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BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::

Sharath Kamal showed age
is just a number as the 40-year-
old capped his best ever per-
formance at the
Commonwealth Games by win-
ning the men’s singles gold
here on Monday. After losing
the first game that he should
have closed, Sharath beat a
much younger yet experienced
Liam Pitchford of England 11-
13, 11-7, 11-2, 11-6, 11-8 at the
NEC arena.

Sharath, who had first won
the singles gold back in 2006,
had already claimed two golds
here in the team and mixed
doubles event alongside Sreeja
Akula. With this yellow metal,
he increased his tally to a stag-
gering 13 medals across five
CWG appearances. 

In the final, he was at his
finest, firing winners from both
sides. Long rallies away from
the table was the order of the
day and Sharath won majority
of them. He was also brilliant in
cutting the points short with
perfectly placed backhand win-
ners. In what turned out to be
the final game of the title clash,
Sharath led 6-1 before
Pitchford reduced the deficit to

5-6 by winning the best rally of
the match. Sharath absorbed
the pressure to make it 10-6
after time out. He thought he
had converted his second
match point but the umpires
awarded the point to his oppo-

nent as the ball was close to
Sharath’s body at the time of
his retrieve. He converted the
next one to complete a memo-
rable run in Birmningham. G
Sathiyan secured the bronze
after a marathon battle against

England’s Paul Drinkhall.
Sathiyan bagged his maiden
CWG singles medal after beat-
ing home-favourite Drinkhall 4-
3 in front of a packed crowd.
The Indian thus avenged his
men’s doubles final loss
against the same opponent by
winning 11-9 11-3 11-5 8-11 9-

11 10-12 and 11-9. The bronze
was Sathiyan’s sixth overall
medal at the CWG since Gold
Coast 2018. On Sunday,
Sathiyan paired up with the
Sharath to claim the men’s
doubles silver after going down
to the English duo of Drinkhall
and Pitchford.

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))
India’s star doubles pair
of Chirag Shetty and
S a t w i k s a i r a j
Rankireddy won
the country’s
third gold from
the badminton
court with a
straight game
victory over
England’s Ben Lane
and Sean Mendy at
the Commonwealth
Games. The Indian
duo won 21-15, 21-13.
India thus finished a
fantastic badminton
campaign with three
gold, one silver and two
bronze. The Satwik-
Chirag pair followed
double Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu and All
England runners-up
Lakshya Sen, who
also won yellow
metals on the day.
The silver came in
team championship
and the bronze medals
were won by Kidambi
Srikanth in the men’s sin-
gles and Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand in the
women’s doubles.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):
India settled for the silver
medal in men’s hockey
after losing to Australia 0-7
in a one-sided final at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Monday.

The goals were scored by
Blake Govers, Nathan
Ephraums, Jacob
Anderson, Tom Wickham
and Fynn Ogilvie.

Up against the rampag-
ing Australians, Indians
struggled to get their act
right in the summit show-
down, which turned out to
be completely lopsided.

Australia scored the first
goal of the game in the the
first quarter, having start-
ed the final on a dominat-
ing note. Australia were 2-0
at the end of the first quar-

ter, with Ephraums scor-
ing the second goal for the
six-time CWG champions.

They continued to domi-
nate the game and scored
five more goals to extend

their domination at the
multi-sport sporting ex-
travaganza.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):
Fast-rising Indian boxer
Sagar Ahlawat concluded
an impressive
Commonwealth Games
campaign by clinching the
silver medal in the super-
heavy weight (+92kg) divi-
sion here. Competing in
his maiden international
event, Sagar lost the gold
medal bout to home
favourite Delicious Orie
via a 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion late on Sunday.

The 20-year-old, who sur-
prised everyone with his
powerful performance in
the earlier bouts, was
forced to defend in the
opening round as Orie as-
sumed the role of the ag-
gressor. But the Indian de-
fended well and also man-

aged to land some counter
punches with all five
judges ruling in his favour.
However a minute into the

second round, the Haryana
pugilist, who belongs to a
family of farmers, seemed
to have tired as he repeat-

edly resorted to clinching,
which also earned him a
warning by the referee. By
the third round, Sagar
looked completely spent
but managed to land a few
jabs. He also started bleed-
ing as one of Orie’s punch-
es left a cut above his left
eye.

The Englishman took
full advantage of that con-
nected a flurry of upper
cuts to take the title.

Despite the loss in the
final it was a successful
campaign for the young-
ster, who took up the sport
five years ago after reading
a newspaper article on the
2015 ‘Fight of the Century’
between boxing legends
Floyd Mayweather Jr and
Manny Pacquiao.

Birmingham, Aug 08 (PTI):

Heartbroken after a gold
medal slipped out of their
hands, India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur harped
on the need to stop repeat-
ing same mistakes in ‘title
clashes’, saying the “men-
tal block” has to be broken,
going forward. Indian team
came to close winning cov-
eted gold on women crick-
et’s CWG debut but fell
short by nine runs after
being in a dominant posi-
tion against mighty
Australia. It was deja vu for
Harmanpreet and Co. who
had suffered a similar inex-
plicable batting collapse
during the T20 World Cup
finals defeat against
Australia in 2020 and the
2017 ODI World Cup final
in England. “Every time in

big finals, we make the
same mistakes again and
again (with the bat), that is
something we have to im-
prove,” Harmanpreet said
after the match on Sunday.

“We don’t do these mis-
takes in the league phase
or in bilateral. That is
blocking our mind some-
where,” the skipper added.

With 50 needed off the
last six overs with eight
wickets in hand, India
seemed to be on course to
title triumph but lost last
five wickets for 13 runs
owing to some poor shot se-
lections. Harmanpreet and
Jemimah Rodrigues
strung a 96-run partner-
ship but both ended up
playing some poor shots to
make their way back to the
dug out.

Birmingham,Aug 08 (PTI):
Star mixed doubles pair of
Saurav Ghosal and Dipika
Pallikal won the bronze to
secure India’s second
medal in squash at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Sunday.

In a repeat of last edi-
tion’s final, Ghosal and
Pallikal hardly broke a
sweat as they prevailed 11-
8 11-4 over the Australian
combine of Donna
Lobban and Cameron
Pilley in the bronze medal
play-off.

The Indian duo, who
had won the silver medal
in the mixed team event in
the 2018 Gold Coast edi-
tion, had gone down to
Joelle King and Paul Coll
in the semifinals. “To win

the gold medal would have
been huge for India, so for
us to come back today and
produce the performance
and play the way we did, is
brilliant,” Ghosal said
after the win.

“It’s something that I
will always cherish and
feel very proud of. It will
go down as personally my
best Commonwealth
Games ever. It’s some-
thing I can always look
back on with fondness.”

Dipika added: “It’s al-
ways hard to back up after
a very tough loss and it
was very important to be
mentally strong today. We
had to try and put that be-
hind us we played really
well and stuck to our
game plan.”

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):

The Duleep Trophy, back
in the calendar in its old
zonal format after three
years, will kick-start the
Indian domestic season
from September 8 with
1500 games across all age-
groups over a period of
six months, the BCCI said
on Monday.

“The prestigious
Duleep Trophy will mark
the start of a full-fledged
season, which will also
see a return of the Irani
Cup,’ BCCI secretary Jay
Shah was quoted as say-
ing by media release.

“The Duleep Trophy
(September 8-25) will be

contested between six
zones (North, South,
Central, West, East and
Northeast) on a knockout
basis,” Shah added.

The BCCI was not fol-
lowing the zonal format
for the last few seasons,
fielding the India Red,
Blue and Green teams in-
stead.

With the zonal format
making a comeback, it
will have one extra zone
in northeast, besides the
existing five.

The two multi-day tour-
naments will be followed
by the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy (October 11-
November 5) and the

Vijay Hazare Trophy
(November 12- December
2). The two white-ball
tournaments will be con-
tested between 38 teams
split into three groups of
eight teams and two
groups comprising seven
sides.

The Ranji Trophy will
be back to its old format
and starts from December
13 and ends on February
20. The elite and plate
groups will be back. The
elite group will comprise
32 teams and will have
four groups of eight
teams in a home and
away format with each
team playing seven

matches in the league
stage. The top two teams
from each of the four
groups will directly quali-
fy for the quarterfinals.

The plate group will
comprise six teams with
15 league matches and the
top four will directly qual-
ify for the semi-final
while the bottom two will
play against each other
for the 5th/6th place.

Both the elite group
and plate group league
matches will start on
December 13 with the
plate league concluding
on January 29 and the
elite group finishing on
February 20.

Dubai, Aug 08 (PTI): Sri
Lanka spin sensation
Prabath Jayasuriya and
England women’s cricket
team’s emerging all-
rounder Emma Lamb
were on Monday voted
ICC ‘Player of the Month’
for July.

The 30-year-old
Jayasuriya faced off com-
petition from England’s
in-form batter and June’s
Player of the Month win-
ner Jonny Bairstow and
French youngster Gustav
McKeon to claim the hon-
our. Jayasuriya, who
made his Test debut in Sri
Lanka’s final Test match

against Australia in Galle
earlier in July, picked up
12 wickets and guided the
Lankans to a series-level-
ling victory.

He also scalped another
17 wickets in the recently-
concluded two-match Test
series against Pakistan.

“I am delighted with
this announcement, and
wish to thank the fans for
voting me as the ICC
Men’s Player of the
Month. Certainly it has
been an incredible month
for me, as I made the Test
debut, and also got the op-
portunity to contribute
for my team to level the

Test series played against
Australia and Pakistan,”
Jayasuriya said.

“I take this opportunity
to thank my fans, team-
mates, coaches, family
and friends for helping
my journey, and thrilled
with what I am experienc-
ing at this moment in my
life,” he added.

Meanwhile, Lamb was
rewarded after an ex-
traordinary three-match
ODI series against South
Africa.

The 24-year-old young-
ster beat compatriot Nat
Sciver and India pacer
Renuka Singh to win the

award. Lamb amassed 234
runs in three matches, in-
cluding a match-winning
century (102 off 97 balls)
followed by two half-cen-
turies (67 off 65 balls and
65 off 66 balls) in the next
two games.

“It’s very exciting to
have been awarded the
ICC Women’s Player of
the Month award for July.
I’m very happy to have
earned my spot at the top
of the order in the Test
and ODI team and it’s
been brilliant to be able to
score some runs and help
the team win,” Lamb
said.

40 and going strong: Sharath
wins singles gold after 16 years

Indias Achanta Sharath Kamal and Akula Sreeja in
action against Malaysia during Mixed Doubles Table
Tennis final match, at the Commonwealth Games 2022
in Birmingham.

Birmingham,Aug 08 (PTI):
G Sathiyan bagged his
maiden Commonwealth
Games singles medal as
he won bronze, beating
home-favourite Paul
Drinkhall 4-3 in front of
a packed crowd here.
Sathiyan avenged his
men’s doubles final loss
against Drinkhall and
triumphed 11-9 11-3 11-5 8-
11 9-11 10-12 and 11-9. The
bronze was Sathiyan’s
sixth overall medal at the
Commonwealth Games
since Gold Coast 2018
and back-to-back medals
in as many days.

G Sathiyan wins 
bronze in Men’s singles

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran
of India hits a forehand
return to Paul Drinkhall
of England in their mens

singles table tennis
bronze medal match at

the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham in

Birmingham, England,
Monday.

Badminton: Chirag-Satwik
pair wins men’s doubles gold

Indias Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty celebrate
after winning the Mens Doubles
Final Badminton match against
Englands Ben Lane and Sean
Vendy at the CWG Monday.

Fast-rising boxer Sagar Ahlawat
wins silver on international debut

Boxer Sagar Ahlawat during his bout against Englands
Delicious Orie in the final of 92kg (Super Heavyweight)
boxing match, at the Commonwealth Games 2022.

India settle for silver in men’s 
hockey, lose 0-7 to Australia in final

Australias Jacob Anderson, center, after scoring his sides third goal during the mens
final hockey match between Australia and India at the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, England, Monday.

Pallikal-Ghosal bag mixed 
doubles bronze in CWG squash

Harmanpreet rues trend of mistakes in big final

Washington, Aug 08 (AP):

It was quite a week for
Russia’s professional ten-
nis players four tourna-
ments, three titles.

One of them, Liudmila
Samsonova, thinks it
might not be merely a co-
incidence that this recent
run of success for her,
Daria Kasatkina and
Daniil Medvedev comes
shortly after they were
banned from competing at
Wimbledon because of
their country’s invasion
of, and ongoing war in,
Ukraine.

We are are all very
angry about the situation,
Samsonova said after beat-
ing Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi
4-6, 6-3, 6-3 in the final of

the Citi Open on Sunday
for her second career WTA
title. I mean, it was a really
tough month.

Samsonova earned her
trophy in Washington a
day after Medvedev, who
leads the men’s rankings,
defeated Britain’s Cam
Norrie for the champi-
onship at Los Cabos,
Mexico, and several hours
before Kasatkina won the
title at San Jose,
California, with a victory
over American Shelby
Rogers. All three events
are hard-court tuneups
ahead of the year’s last
Grand Slam tournament,
the U.S. Open, which be-
gins in New York on Aug.
29; Medvedev is the defend-
ing champion there.

Russian tennis players collect
3 titles at US Open tuneups

Prabath Jayasuriya, Emma Lamb
win ICC Player of Month honour

Duleep Trophy back in old format,
Irani Cup slotted in calendar New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

As the celebratory days
for the Centre's 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' campaign are
nearing, the sale of tri-
colour has risen manifolds
in the national capital,
leaving traders and manu-
facturers scrambling to
meet the pent-up demands.

Gulshan Khurana (63), a
wholesale trader from
Delhi's Sadar Bazaar has
been in the business of
supplying national flags
for over 50 years, but has
never witnessed such an
enormous demand for the
tricolour in the past.

Traders have claimed
that the sale of all kinds of

tricolours has increased 50
times since the announce-
ment of the campaign by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 22. However,
the demand for medium
size and national flags
made up of satin is at an
all-time high.

Under the campaign, the
Central government is
aiming to have at least 20
crore flags atop houses
from August 13 to 15 to
mark 75 years of India's
Independence. Khurana
was in the United States of
America (USA) on vaca-
tion when he started re-
ceiving dozens of calls
from the buyers for large
orders of flags.

"I am in this business for
over 50 years, you can say
since childhood. But I have
never seen demands for
Indian flags like this. My
phone does not stop ring-
ing," he said, adding that
he had to rush back to
complete the orders.

To meet the demands,
Khurana is manufactur-
ing only two sizes -- 16X24
and 18X27-- of the tri-
colour or 'tiranga', as it is
called in Hindi.

"We are only producing
two types of tricolours so
that all the resources can
be utilised in making the
flags with the highest de-
mands," he told PTI.
"Every day we are produc-

ing around 15 lakh flags
but the demand is even
much higher. The orders
are coming in from all
over India as their is a
shortage of flags in the
country. So people are get-
ting flags from wherever
they can. We have just
sent an order of a lakh
flags to Goa," he said,
adding that despite work-
ing day and night, they
are unable to meet the
sky-high demands.

"I am receiving orders
of crore of flags every
day. We have only been
able to fulfil a part of it
only. We have tried to ful-
fil all orders but it is diffi-
cult," he said.

Members laud Naidu’s
role as RS Chairman

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Members cutting across
party lines bade farewell to
vice president M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday in Rajya
Sabha, lauding his role as
its chairman and recollect-
ing how he inspired and al-
lowed them to speak in
their native languages.

While some Opposition
members urged him to pen
an autobiography, Leader
of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
appreciated how Naidu
functioned despite being
"under pressure".

Noting that the produc-
tivity of the House in-
creased under Naidu,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi said the outgoing
chairman encouraged dia-
logue and his legacy will
continue to guide his suc-
cessors. He worked on the
principle that 'let the gov-
ernment propose, let
Opposition oppose, let the
house dispose', the prime
minister said. "One of the
admirable things about
Naidu is his passion for
Indian languages. This was
reflected in how he
presided over the House,"
Modi said, adding as chair-
man he encouraged the use
of the mother tongue. On
Naidu's famous one-liners,
the prime minister said
"they are wit-liners. There
is both depth and sub-
stance in what Naidu says."

Naidu turned emotional
when Trinamool Congress
MP Derek O'Brien narrated
an incident from the Vice
President's early life when
he lost his mother as a one-
year-old. "From that early
loss, you went on to do so
many things in your glori-
ous career... I am sure it
will make a good story for
your autobiography...which
you must write," he said.

Referring to the pas-
sage of the farm bills in
the House in September
2020, the TMC MP said it
was a "very important
day about my outlook
about you...maybe you
will answer that question
someday in your autobi-
ography".

‘Oppn leaders criticise courts when
judgments do not favour them’

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Monday slammed
Rajya Sabha MP and sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal for
his criticism of the
Supreme Court, saying it
was "very very sad for the
entire country" that oppo-
sition leaders start attack-
ing constitutional authori-
ties when their judgments
do not favour them.

Sibal, a former law min-
ister, had criticised the
apex court over its recent
judgments, including on
the PMLA, at an event on
Saturday and reportedly
claimed there is "no hope"
left in it. How can one keep
trust in the Supreme
Court when it upholds
such laws, he reportedly

said, referring to the judg-
ment which upheld vari-
ous provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
condemned by opposition
parties as draconian.
Lashing out at him, Rijiju
said statements made by
Sibal and some Congress

leaders "betray a mindset"
that courts or any consti-
tutional authority must
favour them or work ac-
cording to their interest.

Whenever courts give a
decree or a judgment
against their mindset, they
start attacking the consti-
tutional authorities, he
told reporters. This is "very
very sad for the entire
country" that prominent
leaders and parties are crit-
icizing constitutional insti-
tutions like the Supreme
Court, high courts,
Election Commission and
other important agencies,
the BJP leader said. These
agencies and institutions
are absolutely autonomous
and work according to the
rule of law and are guided
by the statutes, he said.

‘Fewer children able to catch up 
with age-appropriate learning’

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI): 

Less than 50 per cent of
children are able to catch
up with their age-appropri-
ate learning following the
COVID-19 pandemic and
they get distracted easily, a
new survey on learning
loss and education recov-
ery has claimed.

Over 48,000 students par-
ticipated in the survey by
the Smile India foundation.
It covered urban, rural and
aspirational districts of 22
states. "According to teach-
ers, less than 50 per cent of
children have been able to
cope with the learning loss

over the last two years and
are able to catch up on their
age-appropriate learning
currently," it said. "These
are mostly those students
who have been regularly
performing well prior to
the pandemic as well.
Hence, bringing the rest of
the students to par with
their expected learning
level will require some
time and effort in the up-
coming months," the sur-
vey said. Fifty-eight per
cent of teachers were of
the opinion that children
have missed on social skills
and now get distracted easi-
ly, it added. "Their attention
span has gone low." The
survey noted that parents
have started getting more

involved in their wards' ed-
ucation. Forty-seven per
cent of them were of the
view that there is an in-
creased interaction be-
tween them and teachers in
schools as well as over
phone calls, it said.

"Thirty-eight per cent of
parents started interacting
with teachers by visiting
schools, and there is a 27
per cent increase in atten-
dance in parent-teacher
meetings (PTMs). Fifty per
cent of parents interviewed
felt the absence of digital
learning resources like de-
vices, networks, and data
packs made the learning
experience inadequate for
the children during the
pandemic," the survey said.

Shimla, Aug 08 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Monday promised 300
units of free electricity to
household consumers and
a financial assistance of
Rs 1,500 to poor women if
voted to power in
Himachal Pradesh.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister and Congress'
Chief Election Observer
for Himachal Pradesh
Bhupesh Baghel also
promised implementation
of the old pension scheme,
as done in party-ruled
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, within 10
days of assuming power.

The senior Congress
leader made the an-
nouncements during an
interaction with the media
here. To a query on avail-
ability of funds, Baghel
said suitable provisions
will be made in the state

budget to fulfil the promis-
es, if his party came to
power. These promises

will be included in the
party's poll manifesto,
which is to be issued soon,

he added. Himachal
Pradesh is likely to go to
polls in December.

Rs 1,500 per month to poor women 

p Post pandemic
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Bal Vikas Evam Pustahar department employees carry the national flag during a programme as part of Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign, in Meerut, Monday.

HAR GHAR TIRANGA CAMPAIGN

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah pays tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during his visit to his
birthplace in Cuttack, Odisha.

TRIBUTE TO NETAJI

73 people die due to 
flood in Karnataka

Bengaluru, Aug 08 (PTI): 

As many as 73 people
lost their lives while
7,386 people have taken
shelter in 75 relief
camps in Karnataka due
to floods and rain-related
incidents during the on-
going monsoon, state
Revenue Minister R
Ashoka said on Monday.

The minister said 161
villages in 14 districts
were badly hit by the
heavy rains and floods
affected 21,727 people in
recent days.

"As many as 73 people
lost their lives, which
comprises 15 deaths due
to lightning, five due to

tree collapse, 19 due to
house collapse, 24 swept
away in rivers, nine due
to landslide and one due
to electrocution. These
incidents happened from
June 1 to August 7," the
minister said at a press
conference.

As many as 8,197 peo-
ple were shifted to safety,
Ashoka said, adding, 75
relief camps have been
opened where 7,386 peo-
ple have taken shelter.

The minister said 666
houses have been com-
pletely damaged while
2,949 were severely dam-
aged and 17,750 houses
were partially damaged.
Agriculture crops in

1,29,087 hectares and
horticulture crops in
7,942 hectares were dam-
aged, the minister said.

He also said the rains
this year damaged 11,768
km of road, 1,152 bridges
and culverts, 122 pri-
mary health centres,
2,249 anganwadi centres
and 95 irrigation lakes.

"We have directed the
deputy commissioners
to intensify the relief
work. The districts have
a fund of Rs 857 crore (to
take up relief works),"
Ashoka said.

The minister said Rs 5
lakh is given as compen-
sation to the next of kin
of those who lost their

lives in flood-related inci-
dents, which includes Rs
4 lakh from the National
Disaster Response Fund.

Those who lost their
houses completely will
get Rs 5 lakh whereas for
severely and partially
damaged houses, the
government gives Rs 3
lakh and Rs 50,000, re-
spectively, as compensa-
tion.

He also said the state
government has im-
proved the relief camps
by giving food kits,
which comprise 10 kg
rice, one kg pulse, one kg
sugar, one kg salt, chilli
powder, one litre oil, and
other essential spices.

No proposal to set
up new IIT in
country: Govt

New Delhi, Aug 08 (PTI):
There is no proposal to es-
tablish any new Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
in the country, the Ministry
of Education said on
Monday. The information
was shared by Union
Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar in
response to a written ques-
tion in Lok Sabha.
"Presently, there is no pro-
posal to establish any new
IIT in the country," he said.
In the Budget for the year
2014-15, setting up of five
new IITs in the states of
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Chhattisgarh, Jammu &
Kashmir and Goa, was an-
nounced. Similarly, in the
2015-16 Budget, setting up of
an IIT in Karnataka and
upgradation of Indian
School of Mines, Dhanbad
into an IIT were announced.

SC refuses to 
interfere with pension

of Army jawan 
Discharged for alcohol

dependency

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court on Monday re-
fused to interfere with the order
of the Armed Force Tribunal
(AFT) granting a pension to an
Army jawan, who was discharged
from service due to his alcohol
dependency. A bench of Justices
DY Chandrachud and AS
Bopanna accepted the Centre's
contention that it should not be-
come a precedent and ordered
that in the facts and circum-
stances of the case, it is not inter-
fering with the order of the AFT.
Additional Solicitor General
Madhvi Divan, appearing for the
Centre, said that the order of the
AFT should be set aside other-
wise it would become a norm and
increase indiscipline in the force.
The bench said that it is uphold-
ing the order of AFT in the facts
and circumstances of the case.

ASSLY POLL HP

Cong promises 300 units free power

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel along with Congress leaders Rajeev Shukla,
Partap Singh Bajwa and others addresses a press conference, in Shimla, Monday.

SURVEY RESULT

Urge him to write autobiography

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

Flag sale skyrockets, traders 
struggling to meet demand

PROPHET ROW

Relief for news anchor
Navika Kumar

SC grants interim 
protection from arrest

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0088  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court Monday granted
interim protection from arrest to
Navika Kumar in connection
with FIRs lodged against her
over controversial remarks
made by former BJP spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma on Prophet
Mohammad during a TV debate
moderated by the news anchor.
A bench of Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli issued
notices to the Centre, West
Bengal government, and others
on Kumar's plea seeking quash-
ing of proceedings initiated
against her. As an interim meas-
ure, no coercive action shall be
taken against the petitioner pur-
suant to the impugned
FIRs/complaints or future FIRs/
complaints which may be regis-
tered with respect to the broad-
cast of May 26", the bench said.


