
Lifer
SSiivvaaggaannggaa  ((TTNN)):: A
Special Court for trial of
cases under SCT (POA)
Act has awarded life sen-
tence to 27 people for
killing 4 SC men at
Kachanatham village in
the district over a dispute
in 2018 on not providing
temple honour to caste
Hindus. Totally, 33 people
were involved in the
crime and 29 of them
were adults and 4 juve-
niles in conflict with law.
The final case was filed
before the fast track
court against the 29.

Lightning 
NNaaggppuurr:: Two aviation engi-
neers were struck by light-
ning and suffered injuries
on Saturday evening at
Nagpur airport, an official
said. While one engineer
fell unconscious on impact,
the second has weakness in
his right hand, Mohammad
Etesham, duty doctor of
Kingsway Hospital at the
airport, told PTI.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: A woman, along
with her four children,
jumped into a well follow-
ing a family dispute in
Rajasthan's Ajmer district,
police said on Saturday. Of
the four children, the
youngest was a one-
month-old baby. While all
four died, their mother
Matia (32) was pulled out
alive late on Friday in
Mangaliyawas police sta-
tion area, they said.

Interim bail 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi Minister
Satyendar Kumar Jain's
wife Poonam Jain was on
Saturday granted interim
bail by a court here in a
money laundering case in
which he was arrested
over two months ago.The
court also allowed the
jailed Delhi minister to
withdraw his application
seeking interim bail in the
case. His counsel moved
for withdrawal saying
they have been informed
that he was getting dis-
charged from hospital.

Guilty 
JJaauunnppuurr::  A court here
held former MLA
Umakant Yadav and
seven others guilty in a
27-year-old murder case
of three people, including
two Government Railway
Police (GRP) constables.
The court has reserved its
order for Monday.

Attach 
GGhhaazziippuurr  ((UUPP)):: The
Ghazipur district adminis-
tration has attached
properties worth Rs 2.25
crore belonging to Afsha
Ansari, the wife of jailed
mafia-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari, officials
said. They alleged that
the three buildings were
bought from proceeds of
criminal activities.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE
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Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande during
his visit to the forward areas

of Poonch & Rajouri Sectors to
review the operational 

preparedness along the LoC.
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New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

NDA candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar was declared
elected as the Vice
President of India on
Saturday after he bagged
528 votes against his rival
candidate Margaret Alva's
182.

Dhankhar, 71, will suc-
ceed M Venkaiah Naidu
who demits office August
10.

The returning officer of
the vice presidential elec-
tion said of the total 780
electors, 725 cast their bal-
lots but 15 votes were
found to be invalid.

The turnout was 92.94
per cent, he said, adding
that a candidate needed
356 votes to get elected.

Of all the valid votes,
Dhankhar secured 74.36
per cent. He has the high-
est winning margin in the
last six vice presidential
elections held since 1997.

As many as 55 MPs did

not vote in the vice presi-
dential election held from
10 am to 5 pm on Saturday.

The Trinamool
Congress, which has a
total of 36 MPs, including
23 in Lok Sabha, had ab-
stained from the election.
However, two of its MPs

had cast their ballots.
The numbers were

stacked in favour of
Dhankhar as the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) enjoys an
absolute majority in Lok
Sabha and has clear ad-
vantage in Rajya Sabha.

Sukma, Aug 06 (PTI) 

Residents of a remote
village in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district have
claimed that 61 people died
there in nearly last three
years due to some "un-
known" illness, following
which the authorities have
swung into action to know
what exactly caused these
deaths.

The residents of
Regadgatta village, located
in Konta development
block, recently raised this
issue with the district au-
thorities, who said that the
preliminary investigation
of records shows that 47
people died due to various
reasons, including ail-
ments and natural causes.

A detailed report to
identify heavy metal con-

tent like arsenic in water
and soil there is awaited,
officials said, adding that
on August 8, a team of spe-
cialists will be sent to the
village for an in-depth
study of environmental
causes.

The population of the
village is more than 1,000
with 130 families residing
there. On July 27, the vil-
lagers handed over a letter
to Sukma district collector,
claiming that 61 people, in-
cluding young men and
women, who had symp-
toms of swelling on their
hands and legs, have died
there since 2020.

The villagers requested
the administration to send
a team of doctors immedi-
ately to deal with the issue
to prevent further deaths.

After locals raised the
issue, a team of healthcare
personnel and other ex-
perts were sent there last
week, Sukma collector

Harish S told PTI.
"Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that 47 peo-
ple died in that village in
the last three years but all
of them did not die due to
the same reason as
claimed by the locals," he
added.

Some of the deceased
had swelling on their bod-
ies and it could be due to
different reasons.
Preliminary reports of
samples of water sources
concluded that fluoride
level was more than the
limit in two water sources
while in some sources,
iron content was in excess,
he said. "But as of now, we
cannot say that the deaths
were caused due to heavy
metal content in water as
consumption of water car-
rying high fluoride causes
bone weakness and there
are no such symptoms in
the local population," he
said.

Varanasi (UP), Aug 06 (PTI): 

A court here on
Saturday acquitted BSP
Lok Sabha MP Atul Kumar
Singh in a case of alleged
rape and cheating filed in
2019 by a woman who com-
mitted suicide outside the
Supreme Court last year
after accusing senior po-
lice officers of colluding
with the accused.

Anuj Yadav, the advocate
of the MP, said that the spe-
cial judge of the MP-MLA
court, Siyaram Chaurasia,
gave the decision in favour
of Atul Kumar Singh alias
Atul Rai, who represents
the Ghosi Lok Sabha seat
and has been in jail since

June 2019 in the case.
"Evidence could not be

submitted on the behalf
of the victim, and the in-
cident could not be
proved," the lawyer said.

On May 1, 2019, the 24-
year-old woman filed the
complaint of rape
against Atul Rai and oth-
ers. She alleged that Rai
took her to his flat in

Varanasi, raped her,
made objectionable
videos and took photo-
graphs. After this, he
threatened to put the
videos online. On June
22, 2019, Rai surrendered
in court, and since then,
he is lodged in Naini Jail
in Prayagraj. In August
last year, the woman
along with her friend and
witness in the case died
after self-immolation out-
side the Supreme Court
in Delhi. Before commit-
ting suicide, the two had
recorded a Facebook Live
video in which the al-
leged victim disclosed
her identity and claimed
that she had filed the rape
case against Rai in 2019.
She also alleged that
some senior police offi-
cers were supporting the
accused.

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The income-tax depart-
ment has detected "undis-
closed" income of more
than Rs 200 crore after it re-
cently raided some film
producers, distributors and
financiers in Tamil Nadu,
the CBDT said on Saturday.

The searches were
launched on August 2 and
about 40 premises of the en-
tities, which have not been
identified, were covered in
Chennai, Madurai,
Coimbatore and Vellore.

The department claimed
to have seized Rs 26 crore
"undisclosed" cash and gold
jewellery of more than Rs 3
crore during the raids. So
far, the search operation

has resulted in the detec-
tion of undisclosed income
of more than Rs 200 crore,
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) said in a
statement.

It said that the depart-
ment seized a number of
documents, digital devices
relating to "unaccounted"
cash transactions and in-
vestments even as "secret
and hidden" premises have
been unearthed.

In the case of film pro-
duction houses, tax evasion
has been found as the actu-
al amounts realised from
the release of the films are
much more than the
amounts shown in the reg-
ular books of account, it
said.

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Varsha Raut, wife of ar-
rested Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut, on Saturday
appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here in connection
with a money laundering
case linked to alleged ir-
regularities in the redevel-
opment of a 'chawl' and re-
lated transactions.

The central agency had
issued summons to Varsha
Raut earlier this week.
Accordingly, she reached
the ED office located at
Ballard Estate in south
Mumbai at 10.40 am.

She is expected to be

confronted with her hus-
band, who is currently in
the ED custody, and some
other accused involved in
the case. Police personnel
have been deployed in
large numbers outside the
ED office. The central
agency is conducting a
probe linked to a Rs 1,034-
crore alleged land scam re-
lated to the redevelopment
of the Patra "chawl" in
Mumbai's Goregaon area.

Sanjay Raut, a Rajya
Sabha member, was ar-
rested by the ED in this
case on August 1 and a
local court on Thursday
sent him to further cus-
tody till August 8.

Hyderabad, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao on Saturday told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
that he would be boycotting
the 7th Governing Council
meeting of NITI Aayog
scheduled to be held on
August 7, as a mark of
strong protest against the
present 'discriminating'
trend of the Centre towards
States.

In a letter to Modi, KCR,
as Rao is also known, said
the country can develop
only when States develop.
Strong and economically vi-
brant States alone can make
the nation strong, he said.
In view of these facts, I do

not find it useful to attend
the 7th Governing Council
meeting of NITI Aayog
scheduled to be held on
August 7, 2022 and I am stay-
ing away from it as a mark
of strong protest against the
present trend of Central
government to discriminate
against the States and not
treating them as equal part-
ners in our collective effort
to make the nation strong
and developed, Rao said in
the letter, narrating a host
of reasons for the boycott.
Alleging that recent un-

pleasant happenings have
given rise to a realisation
that the federal structure is
being systematically eroded
by some "deliberate actions"
by the Centre, Rao said it is
needless to say these devel-
opments are very much dis-
couraging to "trail-blazing"
States like Telangana.

Chennai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) is on the cusp of
making history as the
space agency is all set to
embark on its maiden
Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle mission, ferrying
an earth observation satel-
lite and a student satellite
from the spaceport in
Sriharikota, about 135 kms
from here on Sunday.

After carving a niche on
successful mission launch-
es through its trusted
workhorse Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicles (PSLV),
Geosynchronous Launch
Vehicle (GSLV), ISRO
would be making its maid-
en launch of a small satel-
lite launch vehicle (SSLV),
which would be used to de-
ploy satellites in the low
orbit earth.

Scientists at the ISRO
have been engaged in de-
veloping small launch ve-
hicles over the last few
weeks to meet the demand
for such small satellites,
which weigh upto 500 kgs
and can be injected into

the 500 kms low earth
orbit.

The SSLV is 34m tall,
about 10m less than the
PSLV and it has a vehicle
diameter of two metres as
compared to 2.8 metres of
PSLV.

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Amid a rise in coronavirus
infections in some parts of
the country, the central gov-
ernment has asked Delhi and
six states to ensure adequate
testing, promote Covid-
appropriate behaviour and
increase the pace of vaccina-
tion to contain the surge.
In a letter to Delhi, Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said upcoming festivals and
mass congregations in differ-
ent parts of the country may
potentially facilitate trans-
mission of infectious dis-
eases, including COVID-19.
It is critical to ensure ade-
quate testing is undertaken
in all the districts of the
state while maintaining the

recommended share of RT-
PCR and antigen tests. The
state must also closely moni-
tor districts reporting higher
cases, positivity rates and
clusters to prevent further
spread of infection and effec-
tive case management, he
stressed in the letter dated
August 5. In his letter to
Delhi, Bhushan said the
national capital has been
reporting high average daily
new cases (811 cases) for
the past month with a high of
2.202 new cases reported on
August 5.
Delhi has contributed 8.2 per
cent of India's weekly new
cases in the week ending
August 5 and has also
recorded 1.86 times increase
in average daily new cases
from 802 in the week ending
July 29 to 1,492 in in the
week ending August 5.

Dhankhar elected 14th VP 61 residents died of ‘unknown’
illness in Sukma village

̈ Authorities 
begin probe

BSP MP acquitted in rape case
̈ Complainant had

committed suicide
outside SC

Atul Kumar Singh

Sanjay Raut’s wife
appears before ED 

I-T Raids On TN Film Producers, Financiers

Black income of ‘over
Rs 200-cr’ detected

CM MEETS PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel dur-
ing a meeting, in New Delhi. 

KCR to boycott NITI Aayog meeting
̈ Says institution

useless

Lok Sabha Secretary-General and Returning Officer Utpal Kumar
Singh announces the result of the Vice-Presidential elections, in
New Delhi, Saturday. 

Around 93 per cent polling
was recorded in the vice
presidential election on
Saturday, with more than 50
MPs  not exercising their
franchise. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his pred-
ecessor Manmohan Singh
cast their ballots early in the
day, while opposition lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi voted a little after
noon, the officials said.
Polling to elect the next Vice
President of India began at
10 am, with Modi being
among the first ones to vote.
Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh arrived in
a wheelchair and needed
support to stand up and
vote. CPM MP John Brittas
was among those who
helped the veteran leader in
exercising his franchise. The
two-term former prime min-
ister greeted those present
with folded hands. 

92.9% turnout recorded

Kolkata, Aug 06 (PTI): 

A jawan of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
fired indiscriminately, killing
one colleague and seriously
injuring another inside their
barrack attached to the Indian
Museum in Kolkata on Saturday
evening, officials said. The
jawan who used his service
weapon to shoot at his col-
leagues was disarmed and
arrested, a Kolkata Police offi-
cer said. After the firing, the
two injured men were taken to
the state-run SSKM Hospital
where one of them died. "The
incident took place at around
6.30 PM. One CISF jawan was
killed while another is badly
injured. We have arrested the
accused," Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal said.

CISF jawan fires
inside Kolkata’s
Indian Museum

The NITI Aayog called his
decision "unfortunate", and
countered some of the allega-
tions made by the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS) boss. In
a note to the press, it said a
delegation led by the Aayog's
vice-chairperson had met him
in Hyderabad on January 2021
“to discuss development
issues pertaining to the
state”, but he "did not
respond" to recent requests
for more such meetings.  

‘Unfortunate decision’

FOCUS ON TESTING, VACCINATION 

Amid rise in Covid cases,
Centre’s advisory to 7 states New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI) 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has suspended 11 offi-
cials, including an IAS officer,
for "serious lapses" in the
implementation of Excise
Policy 2021-22, even as the
AAP government accused his
predecessor Anil Baijal of
extending "special favours" to
a few private players and
demanded a CBI inquiry into
it.
Sources said that suspension
and major disciplinary pro-
ceedings have been approved
against the then Delhi excise
commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna, a 2012-batch AGMUT
cadre IAS officer, deputy
excise commissioner Anand
Kumar Tiwari, three ad-hoc
DANICS officers and six offi-
cials of the Delhi govern-
ment's excise department.
The LG has taken the decision
in view of the "serious lapses
on the part of the officers

concerned" in the implemen-
tation of the excise policy,
including "irregularities in
finalising the tender and
extending post-tender bene-
fits" to select vendors, they
said.
The action was taken by
Saxena based on an inquiry
report filed by the Directorate
of Vigilance (DoV).
A Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) inquiry
has already been recommend-
ed by the LG into the alleged
violation of rules and proce-
dural lapses in the implemen-
tation of the Excise Policy
2021-22.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at his residence on
Saturday, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
alleged that Baijal changed
his stand over opening liquor
vends in unauthorised areas,
which led to a loss of "thou-
sands of crores of rupees" to
the city government.

Excise Policy

LG suspends 11 officials
History beckons ISRO with

maiden SSLV-D1/EOS-2 mission

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle mission ferrying an earth observation
satellite and a student satellite to be launched by ISRO from the
spaceport in Sriharikota on Sunday. 

Liladhar Mandloi to receive
22nd Vasundhara Samman
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: In the
memory of Kirti Shesh
Devi Prasad Choubey,
Vasundhara Samman is
given to eminent personal-
ities for their remarkable
contributions in the field
of public awakening. This
year, the Vasundhara
Samman will be conferred
on eminent litterateur
Leeladhar Mandloi.
Members of the jury con-
stituted under the leader-
ship of eminent journalist
Diwakar Muktibodh in-
cluding Vinod Mishra, EV
Murali , Arun Srivastava,
Sameer Diwan, Rajesh
Ganodwale and Mumtaz
have made announcement
in this regard. The func-
tion has been organized
jointly by Kriti
Vasundhara and Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation in collabora-
tion with the Department

of Culture, Government of
Chhattisgarh, on Sunday,
14th August.

Born in Gudhi village of
Chhindwara district,
Liladhar Mandloi was ed-
ucated in Raipur and
Bhopal. He has also been a
member of Prasar Bharati
Board apart from being
the Director General of
Doordarshan and All
India Radio. His works
have a vivid depiction of
the life of Chhattisgarh.
He wrote meaningfully
and positively in many
genres like poetry, folklore,

travelogue, diary, media,
reportage, criticism, non-
fiction prose. Liladhar
Mandloi has written and
edited more than 20 books
in various genres. His
works have been translat-
ed into many Indian and
foreign languages. He has
been honored with many
prestigious honors in the
past.

Prior to this, Ramesh
Nayar, Kumar Sahu,
Shyamlal Chaturvedi,
Basant Kumar Tiwari,
Vinod Shankar Shukla,
Sharad Kothari, Baban
Prasad Mishra, Himanshu
Dwivedi, Diwakar
Muktibodh, Asha Shukla,
Girija Shankar, Gyan
Awasthi, Shyam Vetal,
Abhay Kishore, Sushil
Trivedi, Girish Pankaj,
BKS Ray, Prakash Dubey,
Tushar Kanti Bose, EV
Murali and Satish Jaiswal
have received the
Vasundhara Samman.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: District
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena visited the
district hospital on
Saturday to inspect the
OPDs and other arrange-
ments. The Collector inter-
acted with the patients
and inquired about the
arrangements and treat-
ment of the hospital.

Patients reported that
they were satisfied with
the medical treatment and
the food was also good.
The only issue is the clean-
liness of the washrooms.
Patients in all the wards
made the same complaint.

Taking the matter into
cognizance, the Collector
directed the officials to
issue a notice to the
agency looking after the
housekeeping work. He
said that cleanliness is the

most important for a hos-
pital, especially the clean-
liness of the washroom is
very important and should
be done regularly.

The Collector started
his inspection from the re-
ception counter of the
OPD. He asked the pa-
tients how long they were
standing in the queue.

Patients reported that
they have been waiting in
the queue for 15 minutes.
The Collector said that the
time of the people is very
important and since they
have come for treatment,
efforts should be made to
start the treatment at the
earliest.

He instructed to start

two additional counters so
that people need not to
wait in queues. After this,
he went to the medicine
counter and found that the
arrangements were good.
Collector inspected all the
OPDs and met the doctors.
He also oversaw the dialy-
sis unit. Here the patients
complained that doctors
do not visit regularly.

The Collector immedi-
ately questioned the civil
surgeon who informed
that the doctors were
being outsourced for this
unit. The Collector said
that the dialysis facility is
very important and its bet-
ter arrangement should be
ensured.

The Collector also in-
spected the District Early
Intervention System
where newborn babies are
kept. The Collector saw
the arrangement and ex-

pressed satisfaction with
the treatment. He met ob-
stetricians in the MCH
unit.

Women patients stated
that the medical staff
takes good care and there
is no problem. The
Collector reached the
blood bank and met the
doctors. He said that the
arrangement of the dis-
trict hospital is most im-
portant.

In case of any problem
in this regard, informa-
tion should be given imme-
diately so that it can be
rectified. He also asked the
patients about the behav-
iour of the medical staff.
Patients said that the staff
behaves in a good manner.

The Collector praised
the medical staff and said
that good treatment of pa-
tients creates a good image
of the hospital.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06:
Admissions are open for
the academic year 2022-23
at the newly opened
StThomas College,Kailash
Nagar - a sister institution
of St Thomas College,
Ruabandha which recent-
ly won thebest college
award.St Thomas College,
Kailash Nagar is the latest
entrant to the MGM
Group of institutions
which is the oldest and
premier education society
in the city of Bhilai that
runs 35 institutions of
learning including 4 high-
er educational institu-
tions.

All these institutions
have been pioneered and
nurtured by HG Dr
Stephanos Mar

Theodosius of Blessed
Memory and is presently
under the stewardship of
HG Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, Metropolitan
of the Calcutta Diocese.

St Thomas College,
Kailash Nagar currently
offers BCom, BCA, BBA,
and BSc and plans to
launch PG and research
programmes in the com-
ing years. After the admis-
sion process has started,
the college has been re-
ceiving good response
from students especially
from this region.

The College takes pride
in providing a clean, safe
and green campus with all
the state-of-the-art facili-
ties. It provides separate
hostel facility for girls and
boys in its vast campus.
Students can also take ad-

vantage of the health cen-
tre, central library, can-
teen, well equipped gym,
ATM and student store.

The college also pro-
vides exclusive well-main-
tained grounds for Tennis,
Badminton, Volley Ball,
Foot Ball, Hockey and
Cricket and an Indoor
Games Complex for ar-
dent sports enthusiasts.

The college has been ap-
proved by the Department
of Higher Education, CG.
Govt. and is affiliated to
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidhyalaya, Durg.
More details about the col-
lege can be obtained from
https://www.stcbhilai.in/
Students seeking admis-
sion may contact on
9039669887, 6261053548 or
by Mail to
stcbhilai2022@gmail.com.

Home Minister's birthday celebrated in a grand manner 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: A large
number of political leaders
and supporters gathered to
celebrate the birthday of
Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu on
Saturday. The birthday
bash had begun on Friday
itself. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Vidhan
Sabha speaker, cabinet
ministers and senior lead-
ers extended birthday
greetings to him.

A large number of sup-
porters and well wishers
gathered at Sahu's resi-
dence in Meenakshi Nagar,
Durg. They congratulated
him on his birthday with
garlands, bouquets and
sweets. To make the occa-
sion a memorable one,
some of the supporters
greeted him in unique
ways. Many supporters cut

the cake on his birthday,
while others wished him
with garlands and sweets.
The excited supporters
busted crackers and raised
slogans. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Speaker Charandas
Mahant wished him a
happy birthday. Apart from
this, cabinet ministers,
MLA Arun Vora, Bemetra

MLA Ashish Chhabda,
Gundardehi MLA Kunwar
Nishad, Balod MLA
Sangeeta Sinha, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan and other
MLAs, Mayor and senior
state Congress leaders
reached his residence.
MLA representative and
former Chairman of

District Panchayat Durg
Keshav Bunty Harmukh,
District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav,
Janpad Panchayat
President Devendra
Deshmukh , Risali
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Keshav Banchor,
Neelu Thakur, State
Congress Legal Cell Vice
President Kaushal Kishore
Singh, IG BN Meena,

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, SP
Abhishek Pallav, officers of
PWD and other depart-
ments also reached his resi-
dence to congratulate
Sahu. Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu warmly
accepted everyone's greet-
ings and expressed his grat-
itude towards them.

Apart from Durg district,
his supporters from
Bemetara, Balod,
Rajnandgaon and Raipur
also reached Durg to con-
gratulate Sahu. Home
Minister's son and General
Secretary of State
Congress Committee
Jitendra Sahu, Bhushan
Sahu and Harsh Sahu also
met the people. Later, Home
Minister TamradhwajSahu
toured his assembly con-
stituency Durg Rural and
met the supporters at dif-
ferent places.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: PG College
of Nursing Bhilai
(Managed by Bhilai
Education Trust) as a part
of world breastfeeding
week celebration organized
a one-day workshop with
the theme -  "Step up for
breastfeeding: educate and
support."

The program com-
menced with presenting
saplings to dignitaries -
Principal Dr Abhilekha
Biswal, Vice Principal Dr
Sreelata Pillai, Dr Daisy
Abraham (HOD Child
Health Nursing), Anu
Thomas (Assistant
Professor Child Health
Nursing), Neha Singh (Asst
Prof Child Health

Nursing).
The theme was unveiled

by the Principal Dr
Abhilekha Biswal followed
by an informative session
on topic protecting, pro-
moting and supporting
breastfeeding. The session
was continued by Dr Daisy
Abraham and Rincy Mary
on topic breastfeeding in
hospital and community re-
spectively followed by baby
friendly hospital initiative
by Anu Thomas.

MSc Nursing students
also took classes and
showed videos on various
aspects of breast feeding
and conducted a short quiz
competition after the class
for students. BSc (Nursing)
3rd year students presented
a nukkadnatak for aware-
ness on breastfeeding. At
last vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Neha Singh.

The whole programme
was organized by faculties
of Child Health Nursing

Department of PG College
of Nursing which was ap-
preciated by the Principal,
staff and students of the
college. The session was
very informative in terms
of conveying the message
on various aspects of
breastfeeding that breast-
feeding is the best feeding
as it contains unique nutri-
ents and immunoglobulin
which protect the baby and
is the first right of the  baby
to have mother's milk.

Dr Anil Sureen of Bhilai
honoured with Dadasaheb

Phalke Icon Award 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: Dr Anil
Sureen, an Indian physi-
cian turned entrepreneur
based in Dubai, has been
honoured with Dada
Saheb Phalke Films
International - Life Style
Icon Award 2022. Dr
Sureen is a visionary en-
trepreneur, ICF Coach,
Mentor and Premier NLP
Trainer.

The prestigious
Dadasaheb Phalke Icon
Awards Film
International 2022 was
conferred in Dubai. This
award is given to the very
talented people in the film
industry as well as those
who work for humanity
and society in our country.

Born in Bhilai, Dr Anil
has been training and

coaching students, execu-
tives, CEOs and corporate
leaders across the globe to
empower people to suc-
ceed in life. Dr Anil prac-
tices in Dubai and India

(Hyderabad and Mumbai).
Their mission is to em-

power each individual by
developing a culture with-
in himself, and thus in the
society as well, and thus
creating the framework of
a good culture, where prof-
it and loss is not the ulti-
mate objective, but a broad
foundation of values, in-
cluding trust, hope, empa-
thy and love for others,
while working or support-
ing one another.

In his message, Dr Anil
said, "Dare to dream, find
your purpose in life, and
create your reality, be-
cause every human being
has the potential to do mir-
acles." Dr Anil's class-
mates in Bhilai including
Devender Singh Bhatia
and others have greeted
him on this achievement.

Printing & handing over Tax Invoices for
Road Dispatches at Exit Gates inaugurated

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: Printing
and handing over the Tax
Invoices for Road
Dispatches to customers at
Exit Gates of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was inaugurat-
ed on Saturday by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge, BSP in presence
of AK Bhatta, ED(MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED(W),
TapanSutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED(Project), Senior officers
and customers.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director Incharge, BSP in
his address said that the
new system would enable
loading of material in mini-
mum time. The system will
be more transparent, he
said. He congratulated the
Marketing and associated
departments for this new
facility.

Here it needs a mention

that this is one of the most
Important System
Improvement Projects un-
dertaken by Marketing
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant in line with SAIL's vi-
sion towards Customer
Satisfaction.The quantum
of road despatches handled
by BSP is  about 8-9% of
total despatch of Prime
Product i.e. around  27000
Tons to 30000 T  and 1.5 to 2
lakhs  Tons of Secondary

Products per month. This
requires movement of
about 450 to 500 plus Truck
/ Trailers per day through
Boria Gate, Rolling Mill
Gate, Maroda Gate and
Canal Gate. Customers and
Officials of BSP & CISF are
struggling daily for such
herculean tasks.

To ease out this daily cri-
sis, several steps were
taken. However, the final
idea of handing over the

documents at the exit gate
for road despatches was
suggested by Director
Incharge, BSP and to imple-
ment this idea this project
has been undertaken. To
begin with, this will be im-
plemented at Rolling Mill
and Boria gate.

The  benefits of this proj-
ect will be immense to-
wards customer satisfac-
tion i.e Single window for
all documentation(s) wrt

road dispatch, reducing the
vehicle holding time inside
the plant and  ease of con-
gestion at gates. Further it
will improve BSP's logistics
and thereby help in en-
hancing material dispatch
from BSP. The entire activi-
ties will be operated
through Marketing
Department, BSP in asso-
ciation with M&U,
Services and with software
support from C&IT.
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Breast Feeding Week celebrated 
at PG College of Nursing Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: Police
have arrested five suspects
in connection with a mur-
der case. The victim was
beaten by sticks at
Khursipar on July 30.
Later he succumbed to his
injuries at the hospital on
August 06. In the mean-
while, police had lodged an
FIR on the basis of the
statement given by the in-
jured victim.

The deceased was Vivek
Yadav (30) son of
Ramprasad Yadav a resi-
dent of Zone 02 Khursipar.
He was a driver by profes-
sion and was returning
home around midnight on
July 30 when the incident
occurred. Three unidenti-
fied ruffians intercepted
him near Bapu Nagar
country liquor shop.

Using abusive words,
the ruffians attacked him
with sticks and escaped
from the spot. On the vic-
tim's complaint, an FIR
was lodged under section
294, 506,323, 34 of IPC.
Police got the medical ex-
amination done after
which investigation was

launched.
During the investiga-

tion, the Khursipar police
reached the crime scene
and interrogated the near-
by people and passersby.

Due to deteriorating
health of the victim, the
family members admitted
him to Shankaracharya

Hospital for treatment.
Later he was referred to
AIIMS Raipur, where he
died during treatment on
August 06.

On the basis of the tip
off provided by informers
as well as statement of the
witnesses, police have
rounded up five ruffians
including two juveniles.

The suspects are identi-
fied as Sahil Hussain (23)
son of Sahadat Hussain a
resident of Balaji Nagar
Khursipar; Alok Nigam
(21) son of Vinod Prasad a
resident of Bapu Nagar
Khursipar; Raj Sahni (19)
son of Rajesh Sahni a resi-
dent of Bapu Nagar,
Khursipar and two juve-
niles. On receipt of the PM
report from the hospital,
legal action is being taken
by adding section 302 of
IPC to the case.

Five suspects held in driver’s murder case 

Admission for UG courses start in
St Thomas College, KailashNagar

Collector instructs to open two additional
counters for OPD registration

Patients complain of cleanliness in washrooms
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CRGB inaugurates ‘Tiranga Abhiyan’

Raipur, Aug 06:
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank (CRGB),
Head Office, Raipur under
the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, inaugurated the
‘Tiranga Abhiyan’. The in-
auguration was done by
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, President
I.K. Gohil. Amidst the
cheers of ‘Bharat Mata Ki
Jai’, Chairman I.K. Gohil
saluted the brave matryrs
who have lost their life for

Independence.
On this great festival of

independence, various
programs and competi-
tions will be organised in
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Bank head office. On this
occasion General

Manager Mr. AK Behera,
Vijay Agarwal, Arvind
Mittal and Assistant
General Manager  Satish
Kashyap and a large num-
ber of staff and employees
of Head Office were 
present.

Collector inspects commercial complex being built in Shastri Market
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 06: Collector
Dr. Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure on Saturday inspect-
ed the commercial complex
being constructed at a cost
of more than 17 crore at
Shastri Market here. He
told the officials that the
construction work should
be done in perfect quality
as well as the time limit
should also be kept in
mind. Smart city officials
said that the commercial
complex will have a total of
4 floors. There will be 21
shops in each floor and
parking will be arranged in
the basement. The entire
construction work is likely
to be completed by June

2023. On this occasion,
Commissioner of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
and MD of Smart City
Raipur, Mayank
Chaturvedi and officers of

the concerned department
were present. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure on Saturday directed
the officials after observing
the construction works

being done in Dabri Talab
of Telibandha, Halka Talab
of Math Purena and Aarchi
Talab in Bhatagaon. For
the beautification of the
ponds and the use of the

ponds of the common citi-
zens, the work of construc-
tion of pathways, construc-
tion of ghat, boundary wall
electric pole and landscape
etc. is being done. The
Collector instructed the of-
ficers present to complete
the quality work within the
time limit. Construction
work is being done in
Aarchi Talab at a cost of
Rs. 3.46 crore, in Halka
Talab, Rs. 2.46 crore and in
Dabri Talab at a cost of Rs
1.97 crore. On this occasion,
Commissioner of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
and MD of Smart City
Raipur, Mayank
Chaturvedi and officers of
the concerned department
were present.

HNLU Career Development conclave today
Raipur, Aug 06:
Hidayatullah National
Law University is conduct-
ing Career Development
Conclave 2022 which shall
be virtually inaugurated
on Sunday. The inaugura-
tion session shall be
graced by Sapan Gupta,
Global Legal Head of
Arcelor Mittal London as
the Chief Guest.

The 1st Panel Discussion
on “Getting to Law Firms
Unraveling the
Path”scheduled from 11
AM to 1 PM on 7th August
will have the presence of
partners of the leading law
firms as resource persons..
Saurabh Bindal from Fox
Mandal and Associates
New Delhi, Anant Kaushik

from Wadia Ghandy& Co.,
Rachit Jain from Lakshi
Kumaran and Shridharan
Attorneys New Delhi and
Ms. Manisha Chaudhary
from UKCA and Partners
LLP shall be addressing
the participants.

HNLU Career
Development Conclave
2022 is a unique initiative
which provides a platform
for a dialogue between stu-
dents, lawyers, policy mak-
ers and entrepreneurs.
The Conclave aims at
bringing the stakeholders
together for unfolding the
career prospects for the
students and to give in-
sight into the profession by
the practitioners and in-
dustry leaders.

During the months of
August and September
2022 the University will
host illustrious and accom-
plished professionals to
share their experiences
which would equip the stu-
dents to meet the chal-
lenges of the industry.

The conclave has re-
ceived more than 800 regis-
trations across India. On
the launching of the con-
clave, the Vice Chancellor
of the University Prof.
(Dr.) V.C. Vivekanandan
has conveyed his warm
wishes stating that it is
“Another innovative initia-
tive from HNLU which will
facilitate aspiring profes-
sionals with a road map for
their career”.

Distribution of study material to the meritorious students 
Raipur, Aug 06:
Ashirwad is a social group
of NIT Raipur, through
which various social activ-
ities are done from time to
time. The most recent un-
dertaking, on 6th August
2022, was the distribution
of books to the talented
students of Government
Higher Secondary School,
Lalpur Raipur from class-
es 9th to 12th and the chil-
dren who had lost their
parents during Covid. The
books were provided in
their respective subjects,
for the preparation of
competitive exams. Along
with the distribution of
these materials, water bot-
tles and tiffin boxes were
also provided to the chil-
dren. This program was
organized under the guid-
ance of Mumtaz Rawani,

President of ‘Aashirvaad’
group. The program was
attended by all the teach-
ers, as well as the princi-
pal of the school,. Anju
Lata Saraswat. The chem-

istry teacher of the school,
Rita Sinha, made special
contribution in this pro-
gram. To make this pro-
gram a success, Dr. DC
Jharia, Dr. Moksha Singh,

Nishat Sahu and
Abhishek Khandelwal
have made exceptional fi-
nancial contribution.
Other members of the
group, Jayshree Dhekne,

Vinita Ramtekar, Ritu
Jain, Dr. Mridu Sahu,
made special contribution
in the planning of this pro-
gram and its successful
implementation.

PROs pass censure motion
against Sarguja Collector

Raipur, Aug 06: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Chhattisgarh Jansampark
(Public Relations) Officers
Sangh have passed censure
motion against the senior
IAS Officer and Sarguja
District Collector Kundan
Kumar over his derogatory
remarks and unacceptable
behaviour with two Public
Relation Officers (PROs) in
his official chamber.

Sangh at the Executive
Body meeting have also
unanimously taken deci-

sion and demanded imme-
diate apology from the
Sarguja District Collector
Kundan Kumar for his be-
haviour with PROs. Sangh
would also meet Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to seek protection from
him.

PROs have also opposed
the decision of Sarguja
District Collector to attach
the PRO Sukhsagar Ware
to the office of Sub
Divisional Magistrate.
Sangh President
Balmukund Tamboli said
that it is not appropriate
that the officer wants his
own publicity instead of
publicity campaign in
favour of state govern-

ment. PROs have also
urged CM to take action
against the Sarguja
District Collector for his
unacceptable behavior
with two of the PROs post-
ed in the region.

Patron of Sangh Umesh
Mishra, Principal
Convenor Sanjeev Tiwari,
General Secretary Alok
Dev and other members
were present during the
meeting here on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Sarguja
District Collector Kundan
Kumar has withdrawn the
order of attachment of
PROF Sukhsagar Ware to
the SDM office after the
complaint was filed by
PROs to the Sangh.

Munat goes religious way
to regain lost ground

Raipur, Aug 06: To encash
upon the Religious senti-
ments, the senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Rajesh Munat
would lead the mega
“Kawar Yatra” in his
Legislative assembly seg-
ment Raipur West to regain
the lost ground in last elec-
tions. Former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
too would join his religious
procession on Sunday
morning from Khamtarai
region to Mahadev Ghat
which would pass through
the prominent segment like

Gudhiyari, Pahadi Chowk,
Kabir Chowk, Telghani
Naka Over bridge, Agrasen
Chowk, Amapara Chowk,
Lakhenagar Chowk,
Sundernagar before com-
pleting the journey at
Mahadev Ghat later in the
afternoon.

Providing the above in-
formation, the former
Minister Rajesh Munat
said that nearly 15,000 peo-
ple would be participating
in the religious procession
from Raipur West assembly
segment. He further added
that Azadi Ke Amrit
Mahotsav celebration
mood would also be part of
the religious procession
with people carrying
National Flag with them.

Changes on cards within
BJP Organization

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 06: After
holding meeting with
senior party leaders dur-
ing his three-day visit to
Chhattisgarh after being
entrusted with the new
responsibility as
Regional General
Secretary Organization,

the senior RSS think-
tank Ajay Jamwal has
now switched his atten-
tion to New Delhi as he
convened meeting with
the Member of
Parliament from
Chhattisgarh at the offi-
cial residence of Union
Minister Renuka Singh.

While the central
Organizational leader
moved to New Delhi, the
speculations were rife
within the party circle
over possible changes in
Chhattisgarh BJP leader-
ship. Party insiders said
that the central leader-

ship would be briefed
with the existing political
scenario which would
take a final call in next
few days over strengthen-
ing the Organization
ahead of next Legislative
Assembly polls.

Meanwhile, it is learnt
that the new central
Organizational leader
has entrusted his key as-
sociates to prepare the
draft of organizational
strength in Chhattisgarh.
Several office-bearers
from Assam BJP have
been deployed to the task
by Ajay Jamwal.

COURTESY VISIT

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel paid a courtesy visit to the newly-elected

President of India Draupadi Murmu during his visit to New Delhi on Saturday.

Central
Organizational
Secretary Jamwal
shifts his focus to
New Delhi

p To take out ‘Kawar
Yatra’ in his con-
stituency today

Sangh seeks
apology from senior
IAS officer

Raipur, Aug 06: On the
occasion of World Tribal
Day, on August 7 and 8, a
traditional game of tribal
community, Madai, is
being organised. Archery,
slingshot, matka race,
gilli-danda, gedi-run,
fugdi (girls category), bil-
las (girls category),
kabaddi, rope pull, pithul,
race, needle-thread race

(girls category) will be
held at Swami
Vivekananda Stadium in
Kota. Under the leader-
ship of the Tribal and
Scheduled Caste
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, there will
be two categories for
boys and girls under the
age group of 14 to 18 and
under open competition,

competitions will be held
for women and men of 18
years and above. It is note-
worthy that sports compe-
titions were organized in
the districts from July 22
to 28. After selection from
district level, around 700
participants from 17 dis-
tricts will participate in
this state level event.
Under the Khel Madai
event, a cultural program
will be presented by seven
teams of backward tribal
groups at 5 pm in the au-

ditorium of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Government Medical
College on August 7. In
this, the Chief Guest will
be Tribal and Scheduled
Caste Development
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam and
Parliamentary Secretary
Dwarkadhish Yadav will
preside over the function.
Seven teams of specially
protected tribal commu-
nity will perform in the
cultural program.

Raipur, Aug 06: Under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign, post offices have
started the sale of national
flag. It is being sold at a
price of Rs 25. The demand
for the national flag is such
that the stock in the main
post office has gone out of
stock. Officials said that
new stock has been or-
dered which will arrive by
Monday. Everyone wants to

join the tricolor campaign
in every house, people are
seeing great enthusiasm.
Along with the main post
office, the national flag was
also available in three
other sub-post offices of
Raipur. In the main post of-
fice Raipur, 10 thousand

flags were ordered, which
were sold in two to three
days. As per information,
national flag is still avail-
able in one or two sub-post
offices.

Rajesh Sharma, who
came to the post office to
collect the national flag,

said that earlier people
used to come to the post of-
fice to collect tickets and
other facilities. Now we are
getting our national flag
and it was unique experi-
ence to purchase national
flag at post office. It is
worth noting that under
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Abhiyan’, the tricolor is to
be hoisted in every house
from August 13 to 15. Stalls
have also been set up by
women’s groups to sell the
national flag in the collec-
torate premises. A stall has
been set up at Post Office
by women’s groups. There
is a huge demand this time
for national flags under
‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Campaign.

Post offices see brisk sale of national flags
Har Ghar Tricolor
Campaign: 10 thou-
sand national flags
have been sold
through Main Post
Office, Raipur

Traditional Sports ‘Madai’ to be organized in Raipur on World Tribal Day 

Under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0066:: Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Raipur organ-
ised Meeting with Industries
and BIS Licensee’s on August 04
2022 at Hotel Sayaji, Raipur
which was attended by more
than 80 participants from lead-
ing Industries and BIS
Licensee’s from the State.  

The meeting was Chaired by
Dibyendu Chakrabarti, Deputy
Director General (Eastern
Region), Bureau of Indian
Standards, Kolkata, who in in
inaugural address detailed
about the various activities of

BIS including the hand holding
activities for Industries specially
the medium, small and micro
scale industries. He also
informed about the various out-
reach and standard promotion
schemes of BIS including Manak
Manthan, establishment of
Standards Club at educational
institutes, sensitization program
for District Level Officials and
Public Authorities, creation of
Standardization Cells at
Government Ministries &
Industry Associations, BIS Talks,
consumer and hallmarking

awareness activities. He
informed that all services of BIS
are assessable through digital
platforms like BIS Website, BIS
Care App and different portals
like manakonline portal for cer-
tification related activities,
Consumer Engagement portal,
Lab Iinformation Management
System portal, ManakManch
etc.  He expressed his happiness
that all Licenses and stakehold-
ers are making use of such
Digital platforms and have
helped BIS to switch to paper-
less working environment. 

BIS organises seminar with local
industries and BIS Licensee’s
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 04: RapiPay
Fintech Private Ltd, one
of the leading fintech
companies in India, today
announced the opening
of its regional office in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
Taking a step forward in
the field of Financial
Inclusion, this regional
office will be RapiPay’s
first office in Central
India.

Central India is a high
potential market in the
payment services like
AEPS (Aadhaar Enabled
Payment Systems), Micro
ATM, domestic remit-
tance and POS solutions.
To tap on this potential
RapiPay targets to install
20,000 Micro ATMs/POS
devices in the region and
eyes a 20 per cent higher

market share by FY 2023.
Moreover, the fintech
giant is looking at provid-
ing bigger employment
opportunities in the re-
gion by hiring over 200
employees across func-
tions such as sales, tech-
nology, operations, and
HR among others. Pan
India the company will
on board 1000 + more em-
ployees by the end of the
current fiscal.

On the new office inau-
guration, Nipun Jain,
CEO, RapiPay said,
“RapiPay’s Raipur offi-
ceis our regional office
for the entire central
zone.It is a high potential
market for banking and
financial services. Our
new office in this region
is in line with our com-
mitment to grow finan-
cial inclusion to the last

mile in the country”
“With festive period and
Diwali approaching, we
are expecting our GTV
(Gross Transaction
Value) to grow further
through services like
cash withdrawal (MATM,
AEPS), Domestic
Remittance, POS transac-
tions in this region,”
added Nipun. According
to the latest RBI Bulletin,
the number of Micro
ATMs in the country has
doubled in last one year,
from 4.25 lakh devices in
April 2021 to 8.81 lakh in
May 2022.

It’s a growing and a
more cost-effective alter-
native to conventional
modes of cash withdraw-
al, allowing for faster ex-
pansion, and increasing
banking touchpoints for
consumers.

FDP launched in the Department of Physical Education 
Bilaspur, Aug 06: The in-
auguration ceremony of
the fourteen-day AICTE
sponsored ‘Faculty
Development Program’
(FDP) on modern trends
in physical education and
sports was organized on
Jul 27 in the Department
of Physical Education,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh).

The opening ceremony
began with bouquets of
flowers presented to the
esteemed dignitaries. To
participate in this pro-
gram, participants have
come from different states
from all over India like
Kerala, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal
etc.

The Chief Guest of the
function, Professor Amit
Saxena, Vice-Chancellor
(Incharge), Guru
Ghasidas University,

Bilaspur appreciated the
efforts made by the Vice-
Chancellor and the de-
partment for organizing a
successful fourteen-day
FDP sponsored by AICTE
and the contribution of
the teachers of the depart-
ment for taking the lead in
the maximum activities of
the university. He wished
the participants good

health and hoped that take
away many good memo-
ries from our university.

On this occasion, the
Special Guest, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chandra) mentioned the
importance of AICTE and
the efforts made by Vice
Chancellor, Professor

Alok Kumar Chakrawal in
bringing the fourteen-day
“Teacher Development
Programme” (FNDP)
sponsored by AICTE to
the department.

On the occasion of the
inaugural function,
Professor VS Rathore,
Dean of the Faculty of
Education, apprised the
participants about the

modern trends in sports
science. He emphasized
the need for e-sports in
today’s curriculum.

On this occasion, the
Coordinator of the pro-
gram and the Head of the
Department of Physical
Education, Dr. Sanjit
Sardar, gave information
about this AICTE spon-
sored faculty development
program. He also briefed
the participants about the
complete program outline,
examination methodology
and practical sessions
during the 14 days of the
FDP.

Sports kits were also
presented to the partici-
pants and mementos as a
token of respect to the
guests. The program was
conducted by Dr. Shalini
Menon, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education. The
vote of thanks for the pro-
gram was given by Dr. MS
Dhapola, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education.

‘Pension Adalat’ to
be held on Aug 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 04:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The
time schedule of the
programme scheduled
for  August 10th, 2022 is
EPF Pensioner - 10.30
am to 01.00 pm. The
venue is  Conference
Hall, 1st Floor,
B h a w i s y a n i d h i
Bhawan, Pandri,
Raipur. The concerned

pensioners are request-
ed to send their specific
grievance on or before
August 09, 2022 positive-
ly through postal mode
or by visiting office,
super scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the enve-
lope. It should also be
noted that the complete
PF Account number/
PPO number and other
necessary and relevant
service details/particu-
lars along with avail-
able documentary evi-
dences in support of the
grievance should ex-
plicitly be
mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are
requested to avail this
opportunity.

Agrawal Sabha Raipur’s general
body meeting to be held on Aug 28 
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0044:: Agrawal
Sabha Raipur’s general body
meeting is schedule to be
held on Sunday, August 28,
2022 at 11:00 am at Agrasen
Dham, Raipur. In the general
body meeting, the new office
bearers will be elected unan-
imously or on the basis of
majority. In case office bear-
ers are not elected, the elec-
tion will be held on the next
date. The list of members of
Agrawal Sabha has been kept
in Agrasen Bhawan, Jawahar
Nagar, Raipur for observa-
tion. In this, earlier time was
given for the members till
July 10, 2022, in which total
forms were received for
membership of 2750 fami-
lies, in which the total mem-
bers are more than 11000,

earlier the meeting of the
executive committee was
organized. In which the elec-
tion officer, Dr Rajesh
Khemka and Assistant
Election Officer Ramesh
Chandra Agarwal were given
the responsibility of conduct-
ing the election. The election
officer will conduct the elec-
tion of Agrawal Sabha in a
constitutional manner, in the
general body meeting of
August 28 , 2022. In this
elected, the president has to
be  selected, apart from the
president, the rest of the
executive committee mem-
bers will be elected later.
Above information has been
given by the general secre-
tary of Agrawal Sabha, Vijay
Aggarwal.

Adivasi Congress participate 
in dharna in New Delhi

Raipur, Aug 06: In re-
sponse to the call of
protest by Congress
against price rise and in-
flation, Adivasi Congress
members from Raipur led
by its district president
Bhavani Markam reached
Delhi on August 05. Under
the leadership of Adivasi
Congress National
President  Shivaji Rao
Munge and CPCC presi-
dent Mohan Markam,
Adivasi Congress in about
200 in number reached
Jantar Mantar dharna
spot. Even after police
have sealed AICC head-

quarters, CPCC Congress
members were successful
in reaching dharna spot.
Those present include
Pawan Ratri, Koko Pahari,
Milin Gautam, Nitin Potai,

Pappu Baghel, Sohail
Khan, Nikhil Dewangan ,
Nitesh Nishad and others,
informs Bhavani Markam
Adivasi Congress District
President.

Somanpalli village of Maharashtra
knocks Ch’garh for help

Bijapur, Aug 06: Due to
torrential rains, started
first week of July in the
last month, in the floods
several houses and vil-
lagers of the
Bhopalpattanam tehsil
were affected, these all
were situated on the bank
of Godavari rivers side,
had caught the houses of
many villagers in their

grip. District administra-
tion and local authority
did survey of the affected
area and loss by flood, and
given compensation.MLA
Vikram Mandavi Bijapur,
District Administration
officials and other local
public representatives
were present during visit
to camp.

Meanwhile, people told
MLA Vikram Mandavi
that the distance between
Kandla, village of
Chhattisgarh state and
Somnapalli village of
Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra state, is on
both sides of the Indravati
river which can barely be 1
kilometre distance. The

floods have rendered about
300 families homeless and
people have taken shelter
with their families on the
highway and they should
also get help. On which
MLA Vikram Mandavi,
while introducing human
service, decided to go to
Somanpalli village in
Maharashtra and reached
Somanpalli via village
Kottaguda in Maharashtra
via Timed route and
reached the flood-affected
families and rationed the
flood victims. Chawal,
pulses, mosquito nets and
textiles distributed and as-
sured the victims to help
further.

On which the villagers
of Somanpalli thanked
Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi, while ignoring
the Maharashtra govern-
ment in front of him, and
the victims did not give
any help from the
Maharashtra government
so far and said that due to
the floods for the last
month, no assistance has
been received from the
Maharashtra government.
so that we are unhappy,
there is nothing to eat and
drink. The villagers of
Somanpalli were unhappy
with Maharashtra govern-
ment ignoring and were
talking to MLA Vikram
Mandavi for settling in
Chhattisgarh.

On seeing generosi-
ty and humanity of
MLA Mandavi

Assurance and
cooperation were
further encouraged
by distributing
ration and clothes
to the flood victims

Seven year old
stabbed by abductors
On failing to abduct him

Raipur, Aug 04: Failing
to abduct a seven year
old from Tikrapara area
in capital city, the ac-
cused stabbed the child
and ran away. The minor
attacked in this incident
was admitted in serious
conditions in a private
hospital. The CCTV
footage of the incident
has come forward and
this entire incident is
that of Tikrapara
Thana. The police
reached the site and is
investigating into the
matter.

RapiPay opens regional
office in Raipur

A farmer by birth, an
industrialist by action, a
social worker by heart,
Bauji Omprakash Jindal
left an indelible mark in
every walk of life and be-
came a source of inspira-
tion for innumerable
countrymen. He was a
true ‘Karmaveer’, who al-
ways found a way to move
ahead in obstacles. His
courage, dutifulness, loy-
alty to the nation and soci-
ety is an example for the
entire humanity and that
is why he is always re-
membered as the leader of

the steel world, the pinna-
cle of clean politics, the
messiah of the needy and
the generator of social de-
velopment. Today, on his
92nd birth anniversary,
the whole country is re-
membering him.

Bauji OP Jindal was
born on August 7, 1930 in
village Nalwa, Hisar,
Haryana. His father
Netram Jindal was a sim-
ple farmer and his mother
Chandravali Devi was a
housewife. He had the
urge to try something new
since childhood. Once the
school teacher of his vil-
lage saw that the mind of
this student is more in ma-

chines than books, he told
this to his father Netram.
Be it the races running in
the fields or the vehicles
passing around the vil-
lage, the attraction to-
wards machines in that
student’s mind astonished
everyone. As he entered
adolescence, the spirit of
realizing his dreams
began to prevail in this
passionate young man.
His passion for machines
and technology further fu-
eled his craving and un-
easiness to find new ways
of working and despite
being brought up in a sim-
ple environment, Mr. OP
Jindal left only at the age
of 20 for India’s economic
independence and to cre-
ate a new history.

He became popular not
only at home but also
abroad by setting up a
pipe and socket factory in
Liluah. But he had taken a
vow to serve his native
land, so in 1959 he came
back to Hisar and contin-

ued his industrial journey
with a small unit. In 1962,
he established a pipe facto-
ry named Jindal India in
Hisar, where infrastruc-
ture is being developed in
many states of the coun-
try with the pipe manufac-
tured. Today this compa-
ny is called as Jindal
Industries. After this, he
opened a company named
Jindal Stripes in 1970 and
firmly took his steps for-
ward in the field of nation
building. Bauji  OP Jindal
became an international
figure by setting up com-
panies like Jindal Saw,
JSW, Jindal Stainless and
JSPL. The Bengal
Chamber of Commerce fe-
licitated him with the
prestigious “Lifetime
Achievement Award” in
November 2004 for his re-
markable contribution to
the Indian steel industry.
Renowned international
magazine “Forbes” named
him the 13th richest
Indian.

Lighted the torch
of education,
health, livelihood, 
empowerment of
youth and women

Realized the dream
of self-reliant India
in steel and energy
sector

Oath ceremony for the student Council

Bemetara, Aug 06: An oath
Ceremony elected student
council  was  done at  Allons
Public School (APS),
Bemetara by Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal in the pres-
ence of his majesty Jaideep
Vijay Nimonkar District
Judge, District Bemetara.
Thereafter, the elected stu-
dent office bearers expressed
their gratitude while promis-
ing discipline and fair treat-
ment in an encouraging at-
mosphere. The programme
was started  by lighting a
lamp in front  of the statue of
Mother Saraswati.

Addressing the swearing-
in ceremony, Jaideep Vijay
Nimonkar District Judge,
District Bemetara said, “The
more we smile in life, the life
becomes easier. The spirit of
being human will be mean-
ingful only if you work for
the conservation and promo-
tion of culture on the basis of

life values. Change is the law
of nature and it depends on
the environment and culture
that man has received, how
high he must have been. The
information and knowledge
in a subject do not determine
the marks obtained in the ex-
amination, but can be under-
stood by the way he lives. In
times of change, mobile or
any electronic medium can
teach us something but not in
totality. Principal Dr. Satyajit
Hota said, “These young chil-
dren will be successful and
skilled citizens of the future,
and every citizen is given the
basic rights and duties of the
Constitution and instills con-
fidence to commit to it.” On
the strength of which it is
necessary to have honesty
and clean character among
the heads of all the sectors
who lead the society and the
country. So, it is the responsi-
bility of all of us to cooperate

like a vigilant watchdog and
discharge the responsibili-
ties. Students will become
confident and courageous by
discharging small responsi-
bilities at the school level,
who will be able to take over
the reins of the country in
the future and give leadership
to the country and society by
occupying various positions,
this is also the ultimate goal
of education. The main objec-
tive of the student organiza-
tion is to  realize the students
about the responsibility to-
wards the family, society and
country by nurturing the hid-
den talent in them and to
prove their usefulness in the
world stage. ”

Finally, the Chief Guest
Jaideep Vijay Nimonkar,
District Judge, District
Bemetara was honoured with
an emblem of Ashoka  for
keeping this day unmatched
by Dr. Satyajit Hota, Principal

&teachers.
The charge of leadership

given to the elected student
soldiers for various duties
is as follows:

Manmeet Singh Rajpal -
Head Boy (Class-12th ),Gini
Thakur (Class-12th) Head
Girl, Sarthak Sharma (Class-
12th) Students’ Union
President Boys, JiyaSaluja
(Class-12th ) Students’ Union
President Girls, Nupur
Raghav (Class-12th) Joint
Student Union President
Girls , Arnav Sharma (Class-
12th ) Students’ Union
Secretary  Boys, Gautam
(Class-12th ), , Student Union
Secretary  Girls, Samant
Nishad (Class-11th ) Vice
Head Boy, Bhavana Kotrane
(Class-11th ) Vice-Head Girl,
Shlok Shukla (Class-12th ) ,
Discipline  Secretary Boys,
Mahi Sharma (Class-12th
)Secretary  Girls, Aryan
Baghel (Class-12th ) Student
Administrator Boys, Falguni
Kachlame (Class-12th),
Student Administrator Girls,
Hemraj Nag (Class-12th
)Sports Captain Boys,
JagritiKumeti (Class-12th
)Sports Captain Girls, Arun
Kumar Parate (Class-11th )
Sports Vice-Captain Boys ,
Ankita Kanwar (Class-12th )
Sports Vice-Captain Girls
,Shanu Dhruv (Class-12th)

OP Jindal: Leader of Industry,
Pioneer of Social Reforms
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Kareli Badi, Aug 06:
Amidst heavy rains in
Gram Kareli badi, water
crisis in some ward has
worsened and this has
left ward-residents fac-
ing lots of problems.

The borewells in ward
No. 9 are not working
for last two days and
this is continued the
water crisis and people
are forced to visit other
wards in order to get
water.

In the ward there is
pipeline under 'Nal-Jal
Yojana' and it has
brought relief as well.
But the 24 hrs borewell
are not functional and it
has further worsened
the situation.

The ward residents
are being supplied
water from a mini-tank
nearby the Market area
and the places where
the borewell and mini-
tank are there, a private
school is functional
there and are purely de-
pendent upon this water
tank only.

But for last two-days,
due to massive problems
entire ward residents
are dependent upon this

mini-tank. At one
place where the
borewell came as gift to
residents of the ward,
its non-functional has
left them high and dry,
forcing them to wan-
der in search of water.

Even the ward repre-
sentative is not so seri-
ous about the drinking
water crisis. On the
other hand, Sarpanch
Domar Sahu said that
the problem is grave
and soon the technical
fault in water supply
would be solved, so
that people can get
drinking water and for
which we are commit-
ted as well, he added.

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Aug 06: The
National Highway 130A
from Pandariya - Mungeli
to Pondi is in a dilapidated
condition. If the number
of potholes on this road is
counted, then the number
of potholes would exceed
lakhs, but the demand for
its repair was being made
for a long time, but none of
the officials or public rep-
resentatives paid any at-
tention to it.

Jogi Congress (JCC)-J-
Youth leader Ravi
Chandravanshi told that
hundreds of bike riders
walking on the road are
falling every day due to
water filling the potholes
in the road due to rain,
therefore to get the road
repaired a memorandum

has been submitted to
Tehsildar Prakash Yadav.

State President Ajit Jogi
Student Organization,
Sunil Kesarwani District
President Jogi Congress,
Aswani Yadu District
President Ajit Jogi Yuva
Morcha, Ranjit Verma
District President Ajit

Jogi Student
Organization, Chetan
Verma, Ganesh Patre,
Jaleswar Khunte, Iswari
Sahu Jittu,
Mantrambaghel, Moti
Tekam, Vachan

Manikpuri, Vinod, Kinkar,
Atul, Parama Nand, Anjor
Das, Rahul, Rameshwar,
Deepak, Suraj, Narottam,
including many Jogi
Congress workers were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 06:
Carrying out the respon-
sibilities for the conserva-
tion and protection of na-
ture, the students of B.
Pharm. and D. Pharm. of
J. K. Institute of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l

Education and Research,
Bilaspur not only planted
saplings of medicinal
plants, but also took a
pledge to protect them.

The principal of the in-
stitution, Dr. Vibhor
Kumar Jain informed all
the people involved in de-
tail about the medicinal

properties of the planted
plants and told that the
state has very rich bio-
cultural diversity and de-
pendence of forest
dwellers on medicinal
plants for their health
needs.

In view of this, the gov-
ernment has declared

Chhattisgarh as a 'Herbal
State' in July 2001.
Students understood this
importance with great en-
thusiasm and showed
their share. The
President of the organiza-
tion Shri K.

Khan ji extended his
greetings and best wishes
to all the students and
staff. Secretary of the or-
ganization Dr. Irshad
Khan and Director Dr.
Ashish Singh encouraged
everyone and motivated
everyone to promote such
activities in future.

Along with Mukesh
Dahire, the coordinator of
the plantation program,
Ayaz Farooqui, Deepak
Tandon, Shweta Dixena,
Sarika Tiwari, Kahkasha
Parveen, Sanchita Gupta,
Sandeep Nayak and
Amardas Jangde were
also present.

Teacher shortage creating
resentment among parents

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Aug 06:
Government primary and
secondary schools operat-
ing in Borjhara of Kurud
block, has been reeling
under shortage of teach-
ers for five consecutive
years.

The President and
Sarpanch of the School
Development Committee
have applied to the offi-
cials of the Education
Department to make
arrangements for the
teacher continuously, but
in last five years, the
arrangement of the
teacher has not been done
so far. It is noteworthy that
in this school the current
registered number is 107
in the primary depart-
ment and 73 children are
studying in the secondary
school.

According to the setup

issued by the Education
Department, one teacher
is to be appointed in 30
children, according to this,
four teachers should be
posted in the primary
school.

But for the last five
years, only three teachers
are taking care of the
school, due to which the
teachers have to face a lot

of difficulties in running
the school.

Manoj Kumar Sahu,
chairman of the school de-
velopment committee and
sarpanch Mahendra Sahu
said that many times a
proposal has been sent to
the BEO and DEO regard-
ing the teacher, but till
now the teacher has not
been arranged.

In this regard the par-
ents association has de-
manded the appointment
of teacher's in the block at
the earliest. As per infor-
mation, Borjhara School
comes under Korra cluster
while two surplus teach-
ers posted in Korra have
been sent to other clusters,
leading to shortage of
teachers.

Devotees throng swinging
Sawan Jhula in temple

Central Chronicle News

Kareli badi, Aug 06:
Greenery is everywhere in
the month of Sawan, due
to which the atmosphere
fascinates. In the Radha
Krishna temple of Radha
Krishna temple village
Kareli badi, there is a

crowd of devotees in the
temples swinging Jhula as
per rituals. Rajkumar Pal
told that the Sawan Jhula
Shringar was started from
July 31, which will end on
August 8. By seeing Radha
Krishna in Sawan and
swinging it, all the trou-
bles are removed, God's

wish is also fulfilled.
Jhula is of great impor-
tance in the month of
Sawan, for many years the
rituals of Savanahi Jhula
have been taking place in
Radha Krishna temple.
Lord Radha Krishna is
adorned every day and is
given a seat in the Jhula.
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SP inspects CRPF
CAF camps 

In Naxal affected areas
DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AAuugg  0066::
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari Prashant Thakur, here
inspected the check posts on
the Borai, Orissa border of the
district, and gave important se-
curity related instructions to ac-
companying officials. Strict in-
structions were given to keep a
constant watch on the Naxalite
activities and to strengthen the
security system of the camps.
The CRPF camp, CAF camp lo-
cated in the Naxal affected area
was inspected by the
Superintendent of Police, Mr.
Prashant Thakur, and there
after instructions were also
given to stop the smuggling of il-
legal paddy and narcotics.  It is
worth mentioning that since the
posting in Dhamtari district by
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari Shri Prashant Thakur,
Naxal camps and Naxal police
stations are constantly being
visited. Deputy Superintendent
of Police Naxal R.K. Mishra, S.O.
Nagri Mayank Ransingh, SHO
Nagari, Sihawa, Borai and offi-
cers of CRPF and CAF Camp
Bahigaon in-charge  Chouhan
along with other officers re-
mained accompanied the SP.

J K Institute students 
undertake plantation drive

JCC (J) submits memorandum 
Demanding repair of NH-130A

Of Karelibadi due to heavy rains

Water crisis worsens in wards 

Law Department’s 
dates announced for
exam applications

Bilaspur, Aug 06: The
dates for submission of ap-
plication forms for Guru
Ghasidas Vishwa-
vidyalaya, (Central
University) Bilaspur’s
ATKT examinations for
B.A. L. L.B./ B.Com L.L.B.
Even Semester (Old
CBCS/ Non-CBCS
Scheme) for the session
2021-22 has been an-
nounced as follows.

The last date without
late fee was from Jul 25 to
Jul 30. With late fee it is
from Rs.100.00 – Aug 1 to
Aug 4 and after Aug 4 it is
with additional late fee of
Rs.100 per day. The exami-
nation application forms
will be submitted up to
three days before the com-
mencement of the exami-
nation. The examinations
will be conducted offline.

RAKSHA BANDAN CELEBRATION

A school student puts tilak on the forehead of a soldier of the Indian Army during 
celebrations of Raksha Bandan, in Jabalpur, Saturday, August 06.

US singer Mary Millben to attend
I-Day celebrations in India

New Delhi, Aug 06:

African American singer
Mary Milben, known for
her moving rendition of
Om Jai Jagadish Hare and
Jana Gana Mana, is travel-
ling to India to attend and
perform at the celebrations
related to the country’s 75th
anniversary of
Independence.

“Following in the foot-
steps of Dr Martin Luther
King Jr and his pilgrimage
to India in 1959, I am hon-
oured to represent the
United States as a cultural
ambassador for the 75th
Anniversary celebration of
India’s Independence,”
Millben said in a statement
ahead of her trip at the invi-
tation of Indian Council for

Cultural Relations.
Millben, 40, is the first

American artiste to be invit-
ed to India by the ICCR for
the Independence Day cele-
brations. She will be an offi-
cial guest representing the
US, the statement said.

“I am thrilled to finally
experience this treasured
motherland, celebrate my
meaningful relationship
with India and Indian com-
munities across the world,
and highlight the important
democratic alliance be-

tween the United States and
India during this important
observance of India’s
Independence,” Millben
said.

“As I prepare for my first
trip to India, my heart’s sen-
timents echo Dr King’s
words, ‘to other countries, I
may go as a tourist, but to
India, I come as a pilgrim,’”
she said.

Accompanied by Priya
Samant, co-founder/CEO of
NFT global company
Abris.io and a strategic ad-
visor on US-India relations,
Millben will also perform in
India for the first time, mak-
ing an appearance at the
Indiaspora Global Forum to
celebrate 75th year of the
country’s Independence and
10th year of Indiaspora.

How You Make Friends

F riends are an integral part
of our lives. Nurturing

social connections and enrich-
ing deep friendships is what
makes us human, making life a
little more tolerable and a lot
more enjoyable.

In fact, being a part of a
close-knit circle heightens our
life expectancy. According to
recent research, people with
strong social ties are 50% more
likely to live longer. Yet, adults
find it difficult to make friends.
Limited social interactions,
reserved demeanor, and shy-
ness can curtail your odds of
establishing deep and mean-
ingful relationships. Thanks to
Astrology, you can now know
your unique strengths which
will open the doors to promis-
ing, sincere, and long-lasting
bonds.

AArriieess--The positive aura and
ambition of Aries keep people
hooked. This fire sign faces no
difficulty in making friends.
With their frank nature and
bold attitude, the ram can
make people feel as if they are
their best friends in the first
meeting itself. However, their
short temper and impatience
can drive the faint-hearted
away.

TTaauurruuss--Represented by the
bull, Taurus provides stability
and warmth to those around
them. Unfortunately, these ter-
rific qualities of the earth sign
can make people take advan-
tage of them. Being cheated

and heartbroken in the past,
Taurus takes great precautions
before allowing people into
their lives. Keeping their preju-
dices aside can flood their
social life with people from all
walks of existence. 

GGeemmiinnii--You will never see
the social queens and kings of
the zodiac struggle in mingling
with people. These social crea-
tures are filled with rejuvenat-
ing energy after meeting new
people. Thus, making friends is
an undeniable requirement in
their world. Their super
strength is their ability to gen-
uinely listen to others, not only
initiate but also hold conversa-
tions, and crack some pretty
lame but funny jokes. 

CCaanncceerr--Cancerians are intu-
itive beings who trust their
guts before allowing someone
to be their friend. They seem
reserved and are judgemental
before considering you a part
of their group. But once you
enter their circle, they will spoil
you rotten. Given their nurtur-
ing qualities, everyone
deserves a in their life.

LLeeoo--It can be a cinema hall
or the gym, a Leo can be seen
exchanging greetings and high-
fiving people everywhere. It’s
effortless for them to impress
people with their optimistic
charm and warm gaze. Their
most desirable quality is that
they will hype you up and moti-
vate you to come out of your
comfort zone.  

VViirrggoo--The earth sign is a
perfectionist obsessed with
having control and doing things
right. Perfectionism doesn’t
spare them even in their pur-
suit of finding and making
friends. They work as profes-
sional fault-finders who will
dismiss people based on their
first impressions. If they are
seeking cordial relationships,
they must keep their strict
standards a bit light.

LLiibbrraa--A person who has pos-
itive things to say about others
is always liked and wanted.
Thus, Libra is established as
the best friend of most people
due to their words of encour-
agement and calm demeanor.
Their balance and charm invite
a lot of people to be their
friends. 

SSccoorrppiioo--They know a lot of
people, but they have very few
friends. The mysterious sign of
the zodiac is either all in or all
out. Trust is important for
them. Otherwise, they will not
care about maintaining a
superficial connection with
you. To trust people, they ask a
lot of questions and once they
are convinced of your compati-
bility with them, you are going
to have a pal for life. 

SSaaggiittttaarriiuuss--The fire sign is
always moving from one adven-
ture to another and creating
countless connections with
people. Their journey intro-
duces them to unusual person-
alities with rich cultures. No

way they are going to miss the
golden opportunity to talk to
them and learn from their sto-
ries. It’s easier for Sagittarians
to gel with people but their
close friends are just a few. 

CCaapprriiccoorrnn--Capricorns are
reserved people whose odds of
having a social life depend on
their existing friends who intro-
duce them to new friends. As
buddies, they are loyal, trust-
worthy, and available in all your
good and bad times.
Generating the will to take the
initiative and introduce them-
selves to strangers is going to
be a game-changer

AAqquuaarriiuuss--In the presence of
the least judgemental zodiac,
people feel safe and at home.
Philanthropic activities and
revolutionary thoughts rule
their mind. On the way, they
meet many new people but
don’t put in over-the-top
efforts to stay in their lives.
Being a little more present with
their friends can create memo-
ries worth remembering for a
lifetime. 

PPiisscceess--Pisces trust people
easily. Because they are kind
and compassionate, they imag-
ine the world to be the same.
Sadly, the reality is sometimes
different. Yet, they keep giving
chances to even those who
have hurt them in the past.
Maintaining boundaries by
rejecting negative energy can
turn these delicate folks into a
happier version of themselves. 

High uranium in groundwater in Bihar leaves authorities worried
Patna, Aug 06 (PTI):

The high concentra-
tion of uranium in
groundwater in certain
districts in Bihar has left
the authorities worried
and 100 water samples
from ten districts have
been sent to Central
Ground Water Board
(CGWB) center in
Lucknow for scientific
analysis, a top official
said.

Presence of uranium
in drinking water is a
matter of great concern
in respect of public
health, CGWB (Middle-
East region) regional di-
rector Thakur
Brahmanand Singh said.

The water samples
have been sent for iso-
topic uranium analysis
through Inductively
Coupled Plasma Mass
Spectrometry (ICP-MS)
method which measures
isotopic ratios at a rea-
sonably high accuracy.
The future course of ac-
tion will be decided only
after getting the report,
he told PTI here.

Districts from where
the groundwater sam-

ples have been recently
collected are Nalanda,
Nawada, Katihar,
Madhepura, Vaishali,
Supaul, Aurangabad,
Gaya, Saran and
Jehanabad.

“The CGWB, publc
health engineering de-
partment of Bihar
Government and the
Geological Survey of
India are jointly working
towards quantifying ura-
nium concentration in
groundwater in the state
and also preparing a
comprehensive action
plan to deal with the sit-
uation , Singh said.

The uranium concen-
tration reported in previ-
ous studies in the state
will be compared with
the new findings.

The Bureau of Indian
Standard has not men-
tioned any standard for
uranium in drinking
water, while the World
Health Organisation
have set drinking the
water standards for ura-
nium in drinking water
as 30 g/L.

During 2019-20 the
CGWB had collected a
total 14377 groundwater

samples from shallow
wells water sources
across the country for
the quantification of
presence of uranium.
From Bihar 634 samples
were analysed and it was
found that concentration
of the heavy metal in 11
samples was beyond the
permissible limit set by
WHO, Singh said.

The analysis found
that districts where
groundwater had high
uranium are Saran,
Bhabhua, Khagaria,
Madhepura, Nawada,
Sheikhpura, Purnea,
Kishanganj and
Begusarai, he said.

Explaining its detri-
mental impact of the
heavy metal, chairman
of Bihar State Pollution
Control Board Ashok
Kumar Ghosh told PTI,
Uranium contamination
in groundwater is a mat-
ter of serious concern as
it is hazardous to the
health of those exposed.
High exposure may
cause bone toxicity and
impaired renal function
and cancer”.

The Board’s study too
found uranium contami-

nation in the groundwa-
ter in Bihar, he added.

It took one and a half
years for the researchers
to come to the conclu-
sion. Studies show that
uranium is a chemo-
toxic and nephrotoxic
heavy metal. This
chemotoxicity affects
the kidneys and bones in
particular, Ghosh said.

Uranium concentra-
tions are elevated mostly
in the north west-south
east band along and to
the east of Gandak river
and south of the Ganga
river towards
Jharkhand, particularly
in Gopalganj Siwan,
Saran, Patna, Nalanda
and Nawada districts,
the study said.

The study, which was
published in the
International Journal of
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Research and Public
Health in April, 2020,
was conducted by David
Polya and Laura A
Richards of the
University of
Manchester (UK), Ashok
Kumar Ghosh and Arun
Kumar of Mahavir
Cancer Sansthan, Patna.

Varun Gandhi takes ‘muft ki revdi’ swipe at govt
New Delhi, Aug 06:

Bharatiya Janata Party
MP Varun Gandhi took a
swipe at the government
on Saturday over Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“muft ke revdi” (freebies)
comment, saying loans up
to Rs 10 lakh crore of cor-
rupt businessmen were
waived in the last five
years.

Mehul Choksi and Rishi
Agarwal top the list of
those who received “muft
ki revdi”, Gandhi said in a
tweet in Hindi, sharing a
government reply in
Parliament about the top
10 defaulter firms. Choksi
and Agarwal are associat-

ed with two of those firms.
“The same Parliament

that expects the poor to ex-
press thanks at receiving
five kg grains also says bad
loans of Rs 10 lakh crore of
corrupt businessmen have
been waived in the last five

years. Who has the first
right over the government
treasury?” Gandhi asked.

He was apparently refer-
ring to another Bharatiya
Janata Party MP’s re-
marks during a debate in
Parliament that Modi has
been providing free food-
grains to 80 crore poor peo-
ple since the COVID-19 out-
break. The government de-
serves praise for this, the
MP had said.

The prime minister
stirred a debate recently
by criticising some politi-
cal parties for offering
“muft ki revdi” for elec-
toral gains. This is very
harmful for the country’s
development, he had said.

Google launches ‘India Ki Udaan’ to mark
75 years of country’s independence

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI):

Capturing the mile-
stones the country has
achieved in its 75-year
journey since independ-
ence, software major
Google has unveiled an
online project, drawing
from rich archives and
featuring artistic illustra-
tions to tell the story of
India.

The project — “India ki
Udaan” — executed by
Google Arts and Culture
celebrates the achieve-
ments of the country and
is “themed on the unwa-
vering and undying spirit
of India over these past 75
years”.

It was officially
launched at a glittering
event held at the Sunder
Nursery here on Friday in
the presence of Union
Culture and Tourism
Minister G Kishan Reddy
and senior officials of the
culture ministry and
Google.

As part of the country-
wide celebrations to com-
memorate 75 years of in-
dependence, Google also

announced its collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Culture focused “on
reaching informative on-
line content that showcas-
es the contributions of
Indians and the evolution
of India since 1947 to sup-
port the government’s
year-long ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ programme”,
the software giant said in
a statement.

It also announced that
its popular Doodle4Google
contest for 2022, themed
on “In the next 25 years,
my India will...”, is now

open for entries to the stu-
dents of Classes 1-10.

“The winner of this
year’s Doodle4Google will
see their artwork on the
Google homepage in India
on November 14 and win a
Rs 5 lakh college scholar-
ship, a Rs 2 lakh technolo-
gy package for their
school or non-profit or-
ganisation, a recognition
of achievement, Google
hardware and fun Google
collectibles. Four group
winners and 15 finalists
will also win exciting
prizes,” it said.

Reddy urged the Google
team to create a special
doodle on “Har Ghar
Tiranga”, which would
encourage its employees
and others to enthusiasti-
cally take part in the cam-
paign.

In his speech, the minis-
ter also said Google could
help the culture ministry
in digital mapping of the
boundaries of its over
3,000 centrally-protected
monuments that will help
in better monitoring of
the sites and checking en-
croachment.
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BRIEF

Roadside murder 
Mumbai: A 22-year-
old man was arrested
here on Friday for al-
legedly killing a
friend by hitting him
with a paver block last
month, police said.
Both the accused and
the deceased were
pavement dwellers,
said an official. Suraj
Manoj Tiwari (24),
who hailed from
Delhi, was found dead
with an injury to head
on J P Road in
Andheri West on July
24. Police zeroed in on
Monukumar Singh,
who knew Tiwari and
who was untraceable
since Tiwari’s death,
as the prime suspect.

Leopard electrocuted 
Shahdol: A leopard
was electrocuted after
coming in contact
with a live-wire trap
allegedly set up by
poachers in a forest
area of Shahdol dis-
trict in Madhya
Pradesh, and two per-
sons have been de-
tained in this connec-
tion, an official said on
Saturday. The full-
grown leopard was
found dead in the bush-
es in Kharpa beat of
Beohari forest range
on Friday, Divisional
Forest Officer (North)
Gaurav Choudhary
told PTI. On being
alerted, a dog squad
from Sanjay Tiger
Reserve was roped in to
find the clues, and the
initial probe suggested
that the big cat died
after stepping onto the
electric wire trap laid
by poachers possibly
for some other ani-
mals, he said.

School drop-out
New Delhi: School
drop-out rate is con-
tinuously decreasing
in the country at all
levels of education,
including primary,
upper primary and
secondary, the gov-
ernment informed
Lok Sabha on Friday.
Union Women and
Child Development
Minister Smriti
Irani said this in
reply to a written
question on whether
there was an in-
crease in school
drop-out numbers in
view of the outbreak
of COVID-19.

Rreveals ace numerologist Sidhharrth S Kumaar



HOT AIR BALLOONS

Hot air balloons fill the sky as they soar closer to the landing site during the National Balloon Classic, Friday, Aug. 6 in Indianola, Iowa. 
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Islamabad, Aug 06 (PTI):

Days after seeking US
help in securing an early
release of a crucial USD
1.7 billion instalment from
the IMF to Pakistan, Army
chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa has now
reached out to Saudi
Arabia and the UAE as
part of his efforts to en-
sure financial assistance
for the cash-strapped na-
tion, according to a media
report on Saturday.

As the Executive Board
of the International
Monetary Fund is set to
meet later this month to
formally approve the next
tranche of USD 1.2 billion
instalment, the interna-
tional lender wants
Pakistan to ensure it re-
ceives commitment from
its friends for financial as-
sistance, the Express
Tribune newspaper report-
ed.

It is believed that the
IMF has asked Pakistan to
provide firm guarantees
that its friends would pro-
vide USD 4 billion for its
external requirements.

Pakistan is in talks with
key allies like Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and
China to provide the neces-

sary funding, the report
said. When Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
travelled to Saudi Arabia
in April, he returned
empty-handed as Riyadh
had not given any firm as-
surance. The UAE was also
reluctant to come to the
rescue. Instead of provid-
ing loans, the UAE offered
Pakistan to buy shares and
assets.

Against this backdrop,
the army is believed to
have spoken to the authori-
ties both in Saudi Arabia
and the UAE for financial
help, the report said.

Pakistan Army’s media
wing in a statement on
Friday said that General
Bajwa received a tele-
phone call from UAE
President Mohamed bin

Zayed al-Nahyan during
which the Gulf leader ex-
pressed deepest condo-
lences over the tragic loss
of precious lives due to the
helicopter crash in
Lasbela.

It, however, made no
mention of any talks relat-
ed to financial aid to
Pakistan. The latest devel-
opment came days days
after Bajwa reportedly
spoke to US Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman in July last week
seeking Washington’s help
for an early meeting of the
IMF Executive Board.

Bajwa spoke over phone
with Sherman and also ap-
pealed to the White House
and the US Treasury
Department to push the
IMF to immediately expe-
dite the nearly USD 1.2 bil-
lion loan, state-run news
agency Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) had report-
ed, quoting sources in the
Pakistan Army.

However, the Foreign
Office had feigned igno-
rance if the two leaders
talked about economy even
as it confirmed that Bajwa
and Sherman had a tele-
phonic conversation.

Bajwa in the past acted
as a key interlocutor on fi-

nancial matters as he trav-
elled to the Gulf countries
seeking financial assis-
tance for the government
of Prime Minister Imran
Khan in 2018. It was be-
cause of his military diplo-
macy, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia extended financial
bailout packages, the
Express Tribune report
said.

The reason the army
chief had to play a role
stemmed from the fact that
other countries perhaps
were not ready to accept
the assurances of the civil-
ian leadership, it said.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and China in the past al-
ways supported Pakistan
in difficult situations but
this time they linked their
assistance under certain
conditions. Saudi Arabia
and the UAE are particu-
larly working in tandem
with the IMF and other
Western countries on fi-
nancial assistance for
Pakistan.

But with the army’s
chief outreach, sources
are confident that Pakistan
would get the required fi-
nancial assistance to pull
the country out of the cur-
rent economic crunch, the
report said.

Pak Army chief Gen Bajwa reaches out to UAE,
Saudi Arabia for crucial bailout package

Gaza City, Aug 06 (AP):

Israeli jets pounded mili-
tant targets in Gaza early
Saturday as rockets rained
on southern Israel, hours
after a wave of Israeli
airstrikes on the coastal en-
clave killed at least 10 peo-
ple, including a senior mili-
tant and a 5-year-old girl.

The fighting that began
Friday with Israel’s dra-
matic targeted killing of a
senior commander of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
continued throughout the
night, drawing the sides
closer to an all-out war.

But the territory’s
Hamas rulers appeared to
stay on the sidelines of the
conflict, keeping its intensi-
ty somewhat contained, for
now. Israel and Gaza’s mili-
tant Hamas rulers have
fought four wars and sever-

al smaller battles over the
last 15 years at a staggering
cost to the territory’s 2 mil-
lion Palestinian residents.

The latest round of
Israel-Gaza violence was

sparked by the arrest this
week of a senior Islamic
Jihad leader in the West
Bank, part of a month-long
Israeli military operation
in the territory. Citing a se-

curity threat, Israel then
for days sealed roads
around the Gaza Strip and
on Friday took out the mili-
tant leader in a targeted
strike.

Israel and Gaza militants exchange fire after deadly strikes

Smoke rises following Israeli airstrikes on a building in Gaza City. Palestinian officials say
Israeli airstrikes on Gaza have killed several people, including a senior militant, and
wounded 40 others. 

Manila, Aug 06 (AP):

President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr welcomed US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Saturday, the high-
est ranking American official
to visit the Philippines since
he took office, although the
meeting came at a delicate
time as ties between
Washington and Beijing have
rapidly plummeted to their
worst level in years.

There was no live broad-
cast of the morning visit by
Blinken at the presidential
palace in Manila on the state-
run TV network, which
showed a local agricultural
programme and later report-
ed on the the visit of
America’s top diplomat in a
brief newscast. Only a few

Manila-based journalists
were allowed in a pool cover-
age of the event.

The presidential office later
released photographs show-
ing Marcos Jr greeting
Blinken with a handshake
and the two huddled in a
meeting with their officials
where Marcos Jr mentioned
he was surprised by the turn
of events related to US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit
to Taiwan this week.

Pelosi’s trip to the self-gov-
erned island infuriated
China, which claims Taiwan
as its own territory to be an-
nexed by force if necessary.
China on Thursday launched
military exercises just off
Taiwan’s coasts and on
Friday cut off contacts with
the United States on vital is-

sues, including military mat-
ters and crucial climate coop-
eration, as part of retaliatory
moves against the US for
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan de-
spite dire warnings from
China.

I do not think, to be perfect-
ly candid, I did not think it
raised the intensity, it just
demonstrated it how the in-
tensity of that conflict has
been, Marcos Jr said based on
a transcript released by the
presidential palace.

This just demonstrates how
volatile the international
diplomatic scene is not only
in the region, he added.

Marcos Jr, who took office
on June 30 after a landslide
election victory, cited the vital
relationship between Manila
and Washington, which are
treaty allies, and US assis-
tance to the Philippines over
the years, adding without
elaborating his hope that we
will continue to evolve that
relationship in the face of all
the changes we have been
seeing. Blinken reiterated to
Marcos Jr Washington’s
commitment to the 1951
Mutual Defense Treaty with
the Philippines and to work-
ing with you on shared chal-
lenges .

Our relationship is quite
extraordinary because it is
really founded in friendship,
it’s forged as well in partner-
ship and it’s strengthened by

the fact that it’s an alliance.”
Blinken arrived Friday

night in Manila after attend-
ing the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations min-
isterial meetings in
Cambodia, where he was
joined by his Chinese and
Russian counterparts. During
the meeting, ASEAN foreign
ministers called for maxi-
mum restraint as China
mounted war drills around
Taiwan and retaliatory moves
against the US fearing the sit-
uation could destabilise the
region and eventually could
lead to miscalculation, seri-
ous confrontation, open con-
flicts and unpredictable con-
sequences among major 
powers .

Marcos meets Blinken in Philippines
amid US-China crisis

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (C) arrives for a
meeting with Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr at
the Malacanang Palace in Manila on August 6.

I nternational Friendship Day is
celebrated every year on the

first Sunday of August in many
countries of the world. The spirit be-
hind it is the same everywhere -
friendship and respect for friend-
ship. The philosophy of friendship is
very vast; it is the most important
part of human's life. One who estab-
lishes friendship without any insis-
tence and selfishness, aspires for
the welfare of all and new dimen-
sions of development keep opening
in his/her life. Life seems beautiful.
In this, there is no distinction be-
tween self and alien, there is no
competition and there is no bound-
ary line between big and small.

Despite being such a desirable
object, the question arises as to why
there is so much lack of friendship
between human beings today? Why
is there so much mutual animosity?
Why is there ideological animosity?
Why is there public sparring over
differences? Even after being wise,
prudent and sensible, why does
man fight every day? He/she nei-
ther sees with the eye of reason, nor
listens with neutrality and balance,
nor thinks and decides with ration-
ality. This is the reason why individ-
ual creativity is dying out. The feel-
ings of family co-operation and par-
ticipation are breaking down. Social
disintegration is coming to the fore.
Religious beliefs are starting to
weaken. Man has been counting the
links of the chains of selfishness in
the captivity of words, holding the
accepted concepts. In such times,
the bond of friendship infuses new

energy in relationships.
Well-known American author

Dale Carnegie has written many
books on the art of making friends
and they sell in millions. He has
written in a book – 'Take all my
wealth and give me a true friend'.
Giving the example of American
Henry Ford, he has written that - he
was once asked by journalists - you
have immense wealth, pleasures are
available, what do you miss in life
when you have all this? "Friends
were found a lot, but that friendship
was only about eating, drinking and
having fun. I have not found a single
friend who truly wants me and I
want him. This is a huge gap in my
life."

International Friendship Day has
more relevance today. This festival
started in South American countries
on July 20 in Uruguay, Argentina,
Brazil, on July 30 in Paraguay, while
in other countries of the world in-
cluding India, Malaysia, and
Bangladesh etc., it is celebrated on
the first Sunday of the month of
August. Friendship is a relationship
that you decide for yourself, where-
as all other relationships are made
by you. Just imagine how restless
you get if you don't meet your
friends for one day and try to know
their well-being as soon as you get a
chance. You can understand how
special this relationship is.

The technological age we live in
today has brought people very close
to each other. But at the same time
this technology has taken away
from us that time of relaxation
which we can share amongst our-
selves. Today, we have imprisoned
the whole world in our fist, but with
this we have become so engrossed
in ourselves that in a way we are cut
off from the whole world.
Celebrating International Friendship
Day is a worthwhile undertaking to
give new energy to such human
sensibilities in a new civilization and
new culture. Friendship is such a re-
lationship that in the present envi-
ronment, when the ground of
human sensibilities and mutual rela-

tionships is drying up, staying con-
nected to each other is a powerful
medium to make life happy and to
awaken magical feelings in the
heart. 

Friendship based on momentary
gain and selfishness is not really
friendship; it is only an identity,
such friends sometimes become
very dangerous too. For whom a
thinker has written – "Earlier we
used to say, O Lord! We have to be
saved from enemies", but now we
have to say, "O God, save us from
friends"! Friends are more danger-
ous than enemies. Friendship Day is
an undertaking to make friendship a
blessing, not a curse. This day pro-
vides a rare opportunity to develop
the attitude of sharing happiness
and sharing positive thoughts to
others, keeping personal interests
aside. 

The basic heart of celebrating
this day is that even though there
may be differences of opposition or
thoughts between friends, there
should not be any differences of
their feelings because difference of
opinion brings revolution whereas
difference of feelings brings rebel-
lion. Revolution is the knock of con-
struction; rebellion is a sign of de-
struction. The feeling of friendship
is the protective shield of our self-
development. Acharya Shri Tulsi
Das devoted seven sutras for this.
Friendship requires trust, self-sacri-
fice, non-attachment, tolerance,
forgiveness, fearlessness, coordina-
tion. This Saptapadi Sadhana is the
background of the meaning and
success of life. It is an indicator of
development. 

This Day of Friendship is inviting
us, with outstretched arms, to run
away and hold on to the trail of
friendship without hesitation. Life is
colourful, it is white and it is also
black. Sometimes this gamut of
friendship dissolves in tears as a
rage of life, and then somewhere
the noise of doubt arises. Friendship
enhances our resolve, our life ex-
pectancy and our compassion, but it
requires dedication and warmth of

belonging. It teaches us to live,
gives life a colourful outlook and in-
spires to live in such a way that you
go beyond yourself. If you can do
this then every feeling, every step
and every moment will be beautiful
and life will become beautiful alto-
gether. 

We need a companion of loneli-
ness, a ruler of happiness, and
someone who reprimands us with
love for mistakes. If all these quali-
ties are found in any one person,
then surely he/she will be your
friend. The friend, in whose relation-
ship there is no selfishness or de-
ceit, will always have your interest,
your development, your happiness
at heart and there will be always
passion and intimacy. Although
there is a rich tradition of festivals in
Indian culture and history, now in
our country it has increased due to
the increasing attraction and trend
towards International Days. 

Now every day there is some fes-
tival or day. We have made many
new or imported festivals and days
like Friendship Day a part of our cul-
ture and lifestyle. Friendship Day
means forgetting all the grievances
and strengthening the relationship
of friendship with the strings of
trust, affinity and harmony. In fact,
only those friends are called friends
in whom there is a passion for affec-
tion, instead of selfishness; such
friends are very rare in the world.
The friendship of Shri Krishna and
Sudama, Vibhishana and Shri Ram
is an invaluable heritage of history. 

Joseph Fort Newton said "people
are lonely because they build up
walls of enmity instead of building
bridges of friendship". Friendship
Day is an undertaking to make
friendship a blessing, not a curse.
We have to create new values-stan-
dards of friendship, establish friend-
ship in a meaningful way in life.
Friendship should be synonymous
with compassion; not love. Because
in love there is selfishness, there are
rites of attachment and aversion,
whereas compassion becomes syn-
onymous with charity.
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Beauty is not 
skin deep 

Dark people make fun of
them and name them by
nicknames like Kaliya,
Amavasya etc. There are
many people in this world
whose body complexion is
dark but their heart is
beautiful and honest.
'Pritam' is a film released
in Marathi with a story
that starts with a village
boy named Pritam. Pritam
has a dark face. The vil-
lagers call Pritam by the
nicknames Kaliya,
Amavasya, Andhera etc.
Pritam's father also doesn't
look at him as he is dark.
But Pritam is a very good
boy. He helps everyone in
times of distress. Pritam is
a milk merchant doing his
business nicely. A beauti-
ful girl named Suvarna
comes to Pritam's village.
Suvarna works in a bank.
Suvarna's mother is a
teacher who transferred as
the principal of the school
in Pritam's village school.
Suvarna looks very beauti-
ful. His friends, including
Pritam, fell in love with
Suvarna. Finally, Suvarna
was attracted to Pritam's
simplicity and announced
that she would get married
to Pritam, and they got
married too. It may be re-
called that some dialogues
in the film have taught us a
lot. In the film, Suvarna
said, "If the world was run-
ning on the beautiful, peo-
ple would not have wor-
shipped the God of Black.
People are attracted to
black hair. We have started
our first learning of life by
writing in a black slate."
Also Read - Unsung hero of
freedom movement: Hari
Prasad Mishra These dia-
logues have brought us
many beautiful messages.
In the end, it would be said
that the film Pritam
proved that even black
boys can attract beautiful
girls, and get married.

Sanjib Sagar Das,
Bhawanipur, Bajali

Tiranga Utsav 
The Ministry of Culture

honoured Pingali
Venkaiah's 146th birthday
on August 2nd with great
fervour by hosting the
"Tiranga Utsav" in honour
of the designer of the
Indian National Flag. A
postal stamp honouring
Pingali Venkaiah was re-
leased as part of the cele-
bration. The release of the
song and video for "Har
Ghar Tiranga" was also
the ideal moment. An at-
tempt to give us the zeal
and energy we need to cele-
brate India's heroic free-
dom war and 75 years of
independence! To com-
memorate India's 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence, the "Har Ghar
Tiranga Campaign" asks
people to hoist the tri-
colour from August 13 to
15.

Chandan Kumar Nath,
Sorbhog, Barpeta

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

D iplomats may view it as a courageous show of
solidarity with a liberal democracy threatened

by Beijing’s growing belligerence or a reckless, ill-
timed act of personal brinkmanship. But the factre
mains that US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi defied
the Chinese government and its allies in Moscow
when she went to Taiwan for a visit that was only
confirmed  when  her  plane  landed  in  Taipei, mark-
ing a vicious cycle of threats and defiance that risks
bringing the world’s two biggest powers into       di-
rect       military       confrontation. A miscalcula-
tion by either side could plunge a world, already
grappling with the war in Ukraine, into an even
deeper crisis, ending a seven-decade period of peace
over  Taiwan. India will  suffer  too. Any conflict
would  engulf the  South  China  Sea  and Malacca
Straits through which more than half of India’s
trade passes. Pelosi, the second in line to the presi-
dency after the vice-president, is the highest-ranking
American official to visit Taiwan, a self-governed
territory, in 25 years. China views Taiwan as  part  of
its  territory, despite  having  never controlled it and
has long vowed to reunify the island  with  the
Chinese  mainland, by  force  if necessary. Hence,
the trip could further muddle Washington's already
complicated relationship with Beijing as the two
sides differ over trade, the war in Ukraine, human
rights and more. Pelosi's visit is regarded as a set
back for the image  of Chinese  President  Xi, who  is
widely expected to get an unprecedented third five-
year term unlike his predecessors. Furious over the
visit of Pelosi to Taipei, the Chinese military con-
ducted a series of naval-air joint drills around
Taiwan amid  speculation  that  it  may  be  attempt-
ing  a blockade of the self-ruled island. The exercises
indicate that Beijing is ramping up its intimidation
campaign targeting 

Taipei in the wake of Pelosi's visit. It is the first
time the PLA has staged such amassive  and  compli-
cated  war  game  in  what  it deemed  a  de  facto
blockade  of the  island  with almost all the PLA drill
areas taking place across the median line that divides
the Taiwan Strait and also   covering   the   sensitive
eastern   coast   of Taiwan. Already, China is prepar-
ing new shows of force in the Taiwan Strait to make
clear that its claims are non-negotiable on the island
it regardsas a renegade province. After Pelosi's de-
parture, Chinese      Foreign      Ministry      spokesper-
son Hua Chunying said what she has done is definite-
ly not a defense and maintenance of democracy, but
a provocation and violation of China's sovereignty
and territorial integrity. One thing is clear that
Pelosi's Taiwan visit has infuriated China, which
views the island nation as its breakaway province.
China also views visits toTaiwan  by  foreign  offi-
cials  as  recognising  its sovereignty. Today the world
faces a choice between democracy and autocracy,
Pelosi said in a short speech during a meeting with
Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen. "America's deter-
mination to preserve democracy, here in Taiwan and
around the world, remains   ironclad,"   she   asserted.
The   Biden administration and Pelosi have said the
United States  remains  committed  to  the  so-called
one-China policy, which recognises Beijing but al-
lows informal relations and defense ties with Taipei.
The administration discouraged, but did not prevent,
Pelosi from visiting. Pelosi's trip has definitely
heightened US-China tensions more than visits by
other members of Congress because of her position
as Leader of the House of Representatives. The last
Speaker to visit Taiwan was Newt Gingrich in 1997.
China and Taiwan, which split in 1949 after a civil
war, have no official relations but multi-billion Dollar
business ties.
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President Droupadi Murmu with Union Ministers Piyush Goyal, Anupriya Patel, Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Darshana Jardosh,
Som Parkash and Ashwini Kumar Choubey, during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi.

Friendship: A bouquet full of happiness in life

MURMU MEETS UNION MINISTERS

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

T he first nuclear weapon
was used in August 1945,

after World War II ended.
Hiroshima Day is celebrated
on 6th August every year. Did
you ever imagine how devas-
tating the day was? This day is
considered one of the darkest
days in human’s life.
Hiroshima Day commemo-
rates the day of August 1945,
when an atomic bomb was
dropped on the Japanese city of
Hiroshima, and a few days
later, another fell on the city of
Nagasaki. More than 100,000
people, mostly civilians, were
killed instantly and for years
afterwards, from horrible
burns and radiation sickness.
Although nuclear weapons
were not used against people
after that, the USA conducted
tests in the Pacific Ocean
which involved nuclear and hy-
drogen bombs. This Day is an
opportunity to raise awareness
about the threat of nuclear

weapons and the dangers of
nuclear energy. Today the
atomic bombings on the
Japanese cities occupy an im-
portant places among the most
controversial events in the his-
tory of humanity. As early as
in 1954, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru,
the first Prime Minister of
India called upon the nuclear
powers to stop the tesljag.of
nuclear weapons. U.S.A.,
U.S.S.R. and U.K., the three nu-
clear powers of that time a
moratorium on nuclear testing
during 1958-61. The number of
deaths from the direct impact
of the explosion varied from 70
to 80 thousand people. By the
end of 1945, due to the action of
radioactive contamination and
other post-explosion effects,
the total number of victims
ranged from 90 to 166 000 peo-
ple.

Recognizing that there are
enough nuclear weapons to de-
stroy the planet, most nations
signed the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), agreeing to pre-

vent the spread of nuclear
weapons and work to eliminate
them. The world continues to
live in the shadow of nuclear
weapons. Nine countries have
approximately 24,000 nuclear
weapons. According to official
Japanese data at the end of
March 2009, more than 235,000
people have suffered from the
effects of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The number of deaths in total
is more than 413,000 people

(263,945 in Hiroshima and
149,226 in Nagasaki).

After more than 30 years of
nuclear power plants, there is
still no sure way to get rid of
the contaminated nuclear ma-
terials that are produced.
Thousands of nuclear weapons
remain on alert, ready to be
fired at any time. The world
nowadays is in danger of nu-
clear-conflicts. The Soviet
President, Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, and the U.S.
President, Mr George Bush,
signed the historic strategic
arms reduction treaty in
Moscow in July 1991 in order to
reduce their nuclear arsenals
by about 30 percent. The sign-
ing of the treaty has strength-
ened the world desire that the
mad race for arms should be
stopped as early as possible. It
is important to forbid the man-
ufacture and purchase of nu-
clear weapon or the nuclear
power states must reduce and
eradicate the weapon.

War Countries remain in a

constant state of preparation
for ar. There is also a danger of
nuclear device exploding and
annual war erupting because
of human or mechanical error.
What we need today is world
peace and international stabili-
ty. Unless the countries will fol-
low the policy of disarmament,
nothing good can be achieved.
Every country wants guaran-
tees of safety and the means of
global control for itself. In
other words, countries fear
that, by giving up their war-
heads, they will risk to become
weaker. The impact caused by
the nuclear explosion is fright-
ening. The rigid manner to en-
courage the reduction of nu-
clear weapon could be done by
an international ban toward
nuclear power states. Today
more and more people demand
a world without nuclear
weapons, and voices are heard.
This day has now become a
focus for discussions and
demonstrations against war
and against nuclear weapons.
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki Day: 77 years of atomic bombing

Nancy Pelosi’s diplomacy

K erala, which reported below-average rainfall
in June and July, now finds itself in the throes

of a downpour, with its central region inundated.
As rivers are in spate and landslides frequent, the
prospect of a repeat of the devastating 2018 floods
— which swept away many people, houses, standing
crops and road networks — looms large. The admin-
istration has been quick to press the precautionary
button. It is evacuating people from low-lying areas
and vulnerable riverbanks to relief camps.
Learning from 2018, it is monitoring the discharge
of excess water from dams and reservoirs in tan-
dem with Tamil Nadu, which controls the
Mullaperiyar dam, even as NDRF teams have been
put on alert. It remains to be seen if the damage
caused by the rain fury can be contained in Kerala.
Meanwhile, this monsoon season, Maharashtra,
Assam, Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh,
which also witnessed heavy rains, have again been
found wanting in their flood mitigation efforts. The
National Emergency Response Centre has reported
over 1,300 fatalities till August 3. Unfortunately,
even as floods are an annual feature in one part or
the other of the country, our disaster management
mechanisms to reduce the resultant humongous
losses remain patchy. That the people undergo hard-
ships every time floods strike exposes the utter lack
of preparedness of the authorities concerned,
smacking of a devil-may-care attitude and impuni-
ty. It bares chinks in the civic infrastructure as the
facilities — roads, rail lines, sewers, power lines,
buildings etc — crumble under the onslaught of
rains. It is a black spot on the functioning of vari-
ous experts’ bodies which clear such fragile struc-
tures. Despite warnings by the IMD, most authori-
ties are caught on the wrong foot and unable to gear
up for the eventuality. An exemplary exception is
Odisha, with its strong and well-prepared ecosys-
tem. Prone to floods and cyclones, the coastal state
has built an efficient system of reaching out to peo-
ple well in time to help them shift to its huge net-
work of 870 flood shelters.

Flood-fighting inept

International Friendship Day - 7 August 2022
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Brand ambassador

Chennai: Meat and
seafood brand Fipola
has roped in noted
film actress
Nayanthara as its
brand ambassador, in
a move aimed at mak-
ing itself an estab-
lished player in the in-
dustry, the company
said on Saturday.
According to compa-
ny officials, a new tele-
vision commercial
and a multimedia
campaign with the ac-
tress would be telecast
in the coming months.
"The brand aims to at-
tract the meat and
seafood lovers of
India by assigning one
of the most talented
and dynamic person-
alities like
Nayanthara. Cinema
has always been the
heartbeat of India and
food lovers can easily
connect with their
most favourite movie
star...," Fipola founder
and CEO Sushil
Kanugolu said in a
press release.

Net profit drops 
New Delhi: The coun-
try's biggest lender
State Bank of India
(SBI) on Saturday post-
ed a 7 per cent decline
in standalone net prof-
it at Rs 6,068 crore for
the first quarter of the
current financial year
due to fall in income.
The bank had reported
a net profit of Rs 6,504
crore in the April-June
quarter of 2021-22. Its
standalone total in-
come declined to Rs
74,998.57 crore in the
first quarter of 2022-23,
as against Rs 77,347.17
crore in the same peri-
od a year ago, SBI said
in a regulatory filing.
The operating profit of
the bank slipped by 33
per cent to Rs 12,753
crore from Rs 18,975
crore in the April-June
quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal, impacted by
Mark to Market
(MTM) losses on its in-
vestment book.

Memorial Prize

Kolkata: Economist
Amartya Sen was
awarded the Muzaffar
Ahmad Memorial
Prize for his book
'Home in the World: A
Memoir'. Manabi
Majumdar, the direc-
tor of Sen's Pratichi
Trust, received the
award on behalf of
the Nobel laureate as
he is abroad. "I am
very happy that my
book has been linked
with the memory of
Ahmad, one of the
torchbearers of
Communist move-
ment in India with
whom I have family
ties, apart from hav-
ing my deep regards,"
Sen said in a message
read out by
Majumdar at the
function in Mahajati
Sadan. "He was a
close friend of my
cousin Jyotirmoy
Sengupta, whom we
used to address as
Sidhuda. Sidhuda, a
revolutionary, was
nabbed in Dhaka
train robbery and got
introduced to
Muzaffar Ahmad in
jail," Sen recalled.

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

Mining baron Anil
Agarwal on Saturday
made a pitch for corporati-
sation of defence manu-
facturing factories, as was
done for public sector
units in the civil sector
decades back, saying it
will unleash the true po-
tential of these compa-
nies. Agarwal, who built a
fortune by acquiring state-
owned companies and
turning them around, also
stated that the push for do-
mestic manufacturing of
semiconductors and other
electronic items has poten-
tial to create another
Silicon Valley in India in
two years. "We should also
look into corporatisation
of the defence manufac-
turing factories which are

operating at 10 per cent ca-
pacity to unleash the true
potential of these compa-
nies," he said in an address
at IIM Bangalore.

According to a copy of
his speech released by his
group here, he said corpo-
ratisation will help in cre-
ating thousands of jobs
and improve the perform-
ance of these companies
drastically.

"Global markets do not

want India to produce.
They just want India to be
a market," he noted.
Corporatisation is the act
of reorganising a govern-
ment-owned entity into a
legal entity with the corpo-
rate structure found in
publicly traded firms.

The main goal of corpo-
ratisation is to allow the
government to retain own-
ership of the company
while allowing the firm to
run as efficiently as its pri-
vate counterparts. Last
year, the government re-
structured the over 200-
year-old Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB), which manu-
factures everything from
tanks and armoured vehi-
cles to rifles, ammunition
and clothing for the armed
forces, into seven state-
owned corporate entities

to improve its accountabil-
ity, efficiency and competi-
tiveness. "We also import a
huge quantity of semicon-
ductors and semiconduc-
tor components which in-
cludes glass displays.

There are only four play-
ers globally that manufac-
ture display glass," he said.
"We have such a potential
that in two years time
there can be another
Silicon Valley created in
India.

The government is very
favourable and in time we
will produce cell phones,
laptops, television sets at
one-tenth of the price."
Vedanta has announced
plans to start manufactur-
ing semiconductors in 2-3
years. "We need to lever-
age our resources and tal-
ents.

Anil Agarwal pitches
for corporatisation of

defence factories
Mumbai, Aug 06: 

Mahindra Group chair-
man Anand Mahindra on
Friday said there is a need
to boost manufacturing to
create jobs on a mass scale
and take advantage of the
global factors that are mov-
ing in India's favour.
Addressing shareholders at
the company's 76th annual
general meeting here,
Mahindra said that there
are some gaps that need to
be filled in to take full ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ties arising out for the coun-
try. "The most important of
these (gaps) is jobless
growth. The Indian unem-
ployment rate is hovering
around 7-8 per cent, accord-
ing to CMIE (Centre for
Monitoring Indian
Economy). This is because
job growth has not kept
pace with GDP growth.
"Only 40 per cent of the
labour force that is capable
of working is actually work-
ing or looking for work. The

biggest sufferers are youth
and women," said
Mahindra.The country's un-
employment rate in July fell
to 6.80 per cent, the lowest
level in the last six months,
amid rising agriculture ac-
tivities during monsoon, ac-
cording to the latest CMIE
data. The unemployment
rate dropped to 6.80 per cent
in July from 7.80 per cent in
June, as per the CMIE data.
"With one of the largest
youthful populations in the
world, it's easy to imagine
the potential for social un-
rest if jobs don't grow along
with the youthful popula-
tion," the Mahindra group
chairman said.

Need to boost manufacturing
to create jobs: Anand Mahindra
̈ Take advantage 

of global factorsNew Delhi, Aug 06:  

Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) on
Saturday reported its high-
est ever quarterly net loss of
Rs 10,196.94 crore in the
June quarter as a freeze on
petrol and diesel price revi-
sion wiped away record re-
fining margins. A stand-
alone net loss of Rs
10,196.94 crore during April-
June compares with a net
profit of Rs 1,795 crore in
the same period a year
back, according to a compa-
ny's filing with the stock ex-
changes. During the quar-
ter, HPCL and other state-
owned fuel retailers Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC) and
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) did
not revise petrol and diesel
prices in line with rising
costs to help the govern-
ment contain runaway in-
flation. The basket of crude
oil India imports averaged
USD 109 per barrel but the
retail pump rates were
aligned to about USD 85-86 a
barrel cost.

Bengaluru, Aug 06: 

Japan Airlines (JAL) on
Saturday said it has now
increased the flight fre-
quency between
Bengaluru and Tokyo
from twice to thrice a
week. JAL currently oper-
ates the only non-stop air
service connecting the two
cities.

This additional flight is
another convenient option
for people travelling to
and from Japan and for
passengers connecting to
and from the United
States and Canada, a re-
lease said. The airline's
latest flight schedule oper-
ates three weekly
roundtrip flights, it said,
adding that JAL is work-
ing towards the original
plan of operating one
flight daily. To celebrate

the progress in the direct
flight from Bengaluru to
Tokyo (Narita), JAL and
Bengaluru International
Airport Limited (BIAL)
organised a lamp-lighting
ceremony at the check-in
counter for flight JL754,
and a gate ceremony be-
fore departure on Friday.
Karnataka Industries
Minister Murugesh
Nirani and Commissioner
of Department of
Industries and Commerce
Gunjan Krishna attended
the ceremony and trav-
elled to Japan on the

flight. We are very excited
to make this progress in
serving the community
better in Bengaluru with
more convenient flights to
Japan, and hence also pro-
viding greater options to
connect to North
America," Shinya Naruse,
vice-president & regional
manager (India) of Japan
Airlines, said. JAL oper-
ates the route with a
Boeing 787-8 aircraft
equipped with 30 business
class and 156 economy
class award-winning
seats, the airlines said.

Japan Airlines increases flight frequency
between Bengaluru, Tokyo

HPCL reports record
loss of  Rs 10,196 cr

on petrol diesel 
price freeze

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday reviewed the coun-
try's overseas trade sce-
nario with export promo-
tion councils and repre-
sentatives from industry
associations here. He em-
phasised on a 'whole of
government' approach to
boost exports and said this
would require exporters,
Export Promotion
Councils (EPCs), govern-
ment agencies and Indian
missions abroad to work
together. Speaking to EPCs
and industry representa-
tives, the minister said
that the government is
doing its best through var-
ious measures to support
Indian exporters to com-
pete globally. He said that

with Gati Shakti, the gov-
ernment is improving con-
nectivity and logistics.
The government is also ne-
gotiating for more FTAs
(Free Trade Agreements)
with important trade part-
ners. This will have a di-
rect impact on providing a
level-playing field in inter-
national markets, he
added. The minister urged
the industry representa-
tives to study FTAs and

identify the areas which
have competitive advan-
tage.

He hoped for an agree-
ment on a multi-dimen-
sional partnership with
UK this year. Goyal also
exhorted all the stakehold-
ers in the export ecosys-
tem to take the message of
'Har Ghar Tiranga' to
every nook and corner of
the country. He urged the
industry to unite and work
together to keep the coun-
try's flag flying high and
make this campaign a
grand success. Textile sec-
retary U P Singh informed
that the ministry is work-
ing with a select group of
private companies to sup-
ply 6 crore flags to state
governments and the
Department of Post by
August 12.

Goyal reviews overseas trade scenario
with Export Promotion Councils

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

The RBI policy decision to raise
the key interest rate will
"ringfence" the economy from
global headwinds and preserve
growth impulses, industry
chambers said on Friday. The
central bank on Friday raised
the key interest rate by 50 basis
points, the third straight
increase since May in an effort
to cool stubbornly high inflation
and defend the rupee. The
repurchase (repo) rate was
raised by 50 basis points to lift
the interest rate to the pre-pan-
demic level. The 5.40 per cent
repo rate was last seen in
August 2019. The RBI Monetary
Policy Committee has rightly
decided to ringfence the Indian
economy from volatility in the
global financial markets and
focus on bringing down infla-

tion for achieving strong, sus-
tainable growth, industry body
Assocham said. "RBI's priority
to target inflation would even-
tually help all segments of the
economy, building on improve-
ment in consumer demand and
pick-up in investment. Signs are
already visible in terms of the
marked uptick in credit demand
and other high-frequency data,"
said Assocham Sumant Sinha
said. Ficci President Sanjiv
Mehta said the uncertainty on
the external front remains on
fore. Nonetheless, the central
bank has retained the growth
forecast for 2022-23 at 7.2 per
cent which is encouraging. "We
further hope as inflation ebbs,
RBI will dynamically manage its
monetary policy stance and
continue to support growth
impulses in the economy," he
added. 

RBI decision to raise interest
rate to ringfence economy from

global headwinds: Chambers New Delhi, Aug 06:  

Two major banks --
ICICI Bank and PNB --
raised their lending rates
after the RBI increased
the benchmark interest
rate by 0.50 per cent on
Friday. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) increased
the key policy repo rate --
at which it lends short-
term money to banks -- by
a steep 50 basis points or
0.5 per cent to a three-year
high of 5.40 per cent to
tame high inflation. Retail
inflation has remained
stubbornly high at over 6
per cent for more than the
past six months in a row.

ICICI Bank External
Benchmark Lending Rate
(I-EBLR) is referenced to
RBI policy repo rate with
a mark-up over repo rate,
ICICI Bank said in a noti-

fication. "I-EBLR is 9.10
per cent p.a.p.m. (per
annum payable monthly)
effective August 5, 2022,"
the private sector lender
added. State-owned
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) also raised the
repo, the external bench-
mark, linked lending rate
to 7.90 per cent.
"Consequent upon an in-
crease in repo rate by RBI,
the Repo Linked Lending
Rate (RLLR) has been re-
vised from 7.40 per cent to
7.90 per cent with effect
from August 8, 2022," PNB
said in a regulatory filing.
Earlier this month, ICICI
Bank also revised the
marginal cost of funds-
based lending rate
(MCLR) by 0.15 per cent
across all tenors ahead of
the RBI policy rate an-
nouncement.

ICICI Bank, PNB hike external
benchmark based lending rates

Gurugram, Aug 06: 

Samsung Electronics will unveil
the next generation of its fold-
able smartphones at the Galaxy
Unpacked event at Samsung
Opera House in Bengaluru on
August 10.  Customers can pre-
reserve the next Galaxy smart-
phones ahead of the event to be
eligible for early access. To pre-
reserve the next Galaxy smart-
phone, customers have to pay a
token amount of Rs 1,999 on
Samsung.com or at Samsung
Exclusive Store.  Customers who
pre-reserve the next Galaxy
smartphones will get additional
benefits worth INR 5,000 after
delivery of the device. Samsung
has been pushing boundaries
and defying conventions of what
a smartphone can do. Samsung
believes meaningful innovations
go beyond technical, providing a
platform upon which our every-
day lives become richer and
more versatile. 

Bangalore, Aug 06:  

Melorra (www.melor-
ra.com), one of India’s
fastest-growing D2C com-
panies designing hall-
marked, affordable and
fashionable gold jewellery
for everyday wear has un-
veiled its Raksha Bandhan
c a m p a i g n
#CloserWithMelorra. The
campaign highlights the
timeless and constant
bond shared by a brother
and sister. On this day,
Melorra is making sure
that distance does not di-
minish the joy of celebra-
tion and gifting on Raksha
Bandhan.

From school days to
adulthood and even after
going their separate ways,

the love between siblings
stays intact. Celebrating
this bond, Melorra is
inviting millennial
Indians to make the festiv-
ities even more special
with its collections of
over 17,000 lightweight
and fashionable gold jew-
ellery options that can be
delivered anywhere in
India or abroad. Speaking
about this, Saroja
Yeramilli, Founder and

CEO, Melorra, said, “One
of the biggest challenges
for siblings in today’s
times is to be physically
present with each other.
Despite the undiminish-
ing love and support, life’s
commitments can make
meeting and gifting a
challenge.

That’s the gap we are
aiming to plug at Melorra.
Our customers can buy
and deliver lightweight
and hallmarked gold jew-
ellery inspired by global
fashion trends anywhere
in India or abroad at the
click of a button. Through
this campaign, we wish to
tell every brother that
Melorra can be whenever
and wherever you can’t be
physically present.”

Raksha Bandhan gifting
made easy with Melorra

Samsung to launch
new Foldable Phones

on August 10

Mumbai, Aug 06: 

The Indian diaspora will
soon be able to pay utility
bills and other recurring pay-
ments like fees using the
Bharat Bill Payment System
(BBPS), the Reserve Bank an-
nounced. The RBI made it
clear that the move is not
driven by the need to attract
more remittances at a time
when the domestic currency
is under pressure, nor it is
the result of its efforts to
minimise the spreads made
by banks while converting
currency. The Bharat Bill
Payment System (BBPS) is
an interoperable platform for
standardised bill payments.
Over 20,000 billers are part of
the system, and more than 8
crore transactions are
processed on a monthly

basis. RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said BBPS
has transformed the bill pay-
ment experience for users in
India and it is now proposed
to enable the system to accept
cross-border inward bill pay-
ments. "This will enable Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs) to
undertake bill payments for
utility, education and other
such payments on behalf of
their families in India. This
will greatly benefit the senior
citizens in particular," he
said while announcing the bi-
monthly monetary policy. In
a statement, the RBI said the
decision will also benefit the
payment of bills of any biller
onboarded on the BBPS plat-
form in an interoperable
manner. The central bank
will be shortly issuing the
necessary instructions in

this regard. "The margins
were definitely not what
came into mind when this
was introduced. This was es-
sentially a measure of con-
venience for NRIs and their
relatives staying here," T
Rabi Shankar, Deputy
Governor, told reporters
later. Meanwhile, Shankar
also said that the RBI has re-
ceived some requests from
lenders to open Nostro ac-
counts in light of the current
developments. The governor
also announced a committee
to study the possibility of an
alternate benchmark to
Mumbai Interbank Outright
Rate (MIBOR) based
overnight indexed swap
(OIS) contracts, which are
the most widely used interest
rate derivatives (IRDs) in the
onshore market.

NRIs can pay utility bills using
Bharat Bill Payment System

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

The Centre  launched a
common registration facil-
ity in 11 states and UTs to
enable homeless people,
destitutes, migrants and
other eligible beneficiaries
to apply for ration cards.
The National Food
Security Act (NFSA) pro-
vides a maximum coverage
for about 81.35 crore per-
sons. At present, around
79.77 crore persons are
given highly subsidised
foodgrains under the Act.
So, 1.58 crore more benefi-
ciaries can be added. Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said the 'Common
Registration Facility' (My
Ration-My Right) has been
launched on Friday, aimed
at helping States and UTs
in expeditiously identify-

ing the eligible beneficiar-
ies and issuing ration
cards to such people so that
they can avail their legal
entitlement under the
NFSA. The secretary also
informed that in the last 7-8
years, around 4.7 crore ra-
tion cards, involving an es-
timated 18-19 crore benefi-
ciaries, have been can-
celled because of various
reasons. New cards are

also issued by the states
and UTs to eligible benefi-
ciaries on a regular basis.
To begin with, the new
web-based facility will be
available in 11 states and
Union Territories on a
pilot basis. By the end of
this month, all 36 States
and UTs will be covered on
the platform. The 11 states
and UTs are Assam, Goa,
L a k s h a d w e e p ,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura, Punjab
and Uttarakhand. "The
purpose is that many
homeless poor don't get ra-
tion card issued because
for their livelihood they
move from one place to an-
other," the secretary said.
"At their current place of
residence, they don't get ra-
tion card issued because

they are not residents of
that place and they have
come from elsewhere. At
the original place, they
don't get ration card, be-
cause they are not living
there. So its a very tricky
dilemma for them," Pandey
said.

According to him, do-
mestic helps and workers
at shops-establishments
can seek help from any in-
dividual who can actually
fill their data and apply for
ration card. Once the data
is fed into the system, the
same will be shared with
the states and UTs con-
cerned for verification pur-
pose. "It is basically further
empowering people whose
voice may not be heard oth-
erwise to get access to what
legally is due to them," the
secretary said.

Govt launches web-based 
registration facility for ration cards

ACROSS

1. Hard metal

6. Smile

10. Picnic crashers

14. Stage

15. The ____ Ranger

16. Lure

17. Gambling game

18. Comfort

19. Voyaging

20. Understood! (2 wds.)

21. Genetic

23. Mother ____ (missionary)

25. Comic ____ Martin

26. Beer grain

28. Dictator

32. Logging leftover (2 wds.)

37. Self-esteem

38. Peruses

39. Feathery scarf

40. Memorize

42. Classified ____

43. Designated one

45. Tuber

49. Impersonated

50. Reef material

53. Comes in

57. Immaculate ____

61. Over

62. Band instrument

63. Cowl

64. Detest

65. Citi Field players

66. Prince Charles's sister

67. Shallow dish

68. Farewells

69. Monster's loch

70. High-strung

DOWN

1. Divided

2. Not these

3. Devourer

4. Respected

5. MGM lion

6. Happiness

7. Jungle sounds

8. Map detail

9. Wanted

10. Lessens

11. Space agency (abbr.)

12. Row

13. Hang around

21. Cease

22. Common contraction

24. Lip

27. Brass instrument

29. Bog product

30. Folklore monster

31. Quality of sound

32. Mouse catcher

33. Make over

34. "____ of Eden"

35. Janitor's tool

36. Mama's husband

40. Property claim

41. Small furniture item (2 wds.)

44. Uncork

46. Admittance

47. Shoe tip

48. Parentless child

51. Repent

52. Detroit team

54. Revolutionary ____ Allen

55. Sources

56. Buying frenzy

57. Grooming aid

58. Heed

59. Brief letter

60. Certain poems

64. Prone
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If you're single, you could feel a very
powerful attraction to someone unusual
and perhaps a little wacky. If you're
already in a relationship, you could
glimpse a silly and rather insane side of
your beloved you've never seen before.
This could be a bit disconcerting but also
make you laugh. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have you been looking for a new job,
Pisces? If so, you might hear of an oppor-
tunity from an unexpected source, perhaps
at a social gathering, if possible. This could
mean that someone unexpected brings it to
your attention, or it could be a job in a new
and unusual field. One way or another, as
weird as it seems, it's worth consideration.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you're single, Aries, love may come to
you completely out of the blue today. The
person could be standing behind you in
line at the store or sitting nearby you in the
park. Wherever you connect, don't be too
cautious. Move ahead carefully, but at
least get to know something about this
person before giving in to insecurity and
running the other way.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Some unexpected but very welcome vis-
itors could arrive today, Taurus. They
might bring some people you don't know
but should connect with right away.
Expect interesting news, fascinating
information, and a lot of laughs. Even
though you don't know for sure that
these people are able to come over, have
a supply of drinks and snacks on hand. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Gemini, who's that intriguing new per-
son in your neighborhood? What is it
about this new neighbor that makes it
impossible for you to stop wondering
about them? Quit obsessing. Get your
courage up and find a way to welcome
him or her to the neighborhood. Maybe
you'll find this person likable, maybe not,
but give it a shot anyway. Enjoy.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

An unexpected letter could arrive today,
Cancer, with a check enclosed, perhaps a
gift, bonus, or offer to make more money.
This might be a welcome break, possibly
coming at a time when you really need it.
If it's work, don't worry about the time
involved. You'll be able to finish it quickly
and efficiently. It might lead to more
offers in the future.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If you're in the arts or sciences, Leo,
sudden inspiration could cause you to
start or continue a project that means a
lot to you. Some friends or group mem-
bers could help out with useful informa-
tion. Your mind may generate new ideas
throughout the day. Once you've fin-
ished your work, take a walk and clear
your head. Watch a video. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Meditation, dreams, or visions could bring
amazing insights your way, Virgo. You
might find them too bizarre to believe, at
least at first, but follow-up research could
reveal that what you've come up with is
quite credible. Keep a journal of these rev-
elations because you might remember the
gist but forget the details. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're an adventurous soul, Libra. Are you
thinking about a little mischief today? Are
you going to propose that you and a friend
or perhaps your partner skip town for a
day and forget about work, chores, and
other routine matters if possible? You've
been bored lately, so who could blame
you? If you decide to do this, make sure
everyone knows what's up. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

An unexpected communication may come
today from someone connected with your
career, Scorpio. This is good news, but it
may be so off the wall that you could walk
around in a daze for a while trying to make
sense of it all. Don't agonize too much.
You've worked hard for and deserve what-
ever it is that's suddenly coming to you.
Think of it as a karmic reward. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected chance to fly to a far-
away place, perhaps at someone else's
expense, could come to you today,
Sagittarius. A group might be involved,
perhaps one connected with education.
Do you lecture or teach? If so, this might
be a chance to give a lecture in an excit-
ing place you've never been to before. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Some bizarre and rather silly dreams might
come to you tonight, Capricorn. They may
be the sort that is so crazy that you actual-
ly wake up laughing. Don't dismiss them.
Silly or not, these dreams are trying to tell
you something. Write them down the way
you would any other vivid dream and ana-
lyze the symbols in the same way - even if
they cause a few giggles.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he coming-of-age
sibling drama
"Kacchey Limbu"

starring "Udaan" fame
Rajat Barmecha and
Radhika Madan will have
its World Premiere at the
prestigious 47th Toronto
International Film
Festival (TIFF).

The 10-day festival is set
to be held from September
8 through September 18,
this year.

The film, directed by
Shubham Yogi with dia-
logues written by Neeraj
Pandey, celebrates the
spirit of sibling love and
makes up a heartwarming
drama. Commenting on
the occasion, Neeraj, who
has penned the lyrics for
films like "Ramprasad Ki
Tehrvi", "Kaamyaab",
"Moothon" and the dia-
logues of "Tryst With
Destiny", said: "There was
a specific requirement in
his film where he thought
he can use my 'writing'
voice. "I told Shubham
(the director) let's see what
I can bring to the table.
Thankfully, he was happy
with what I brought to the
table and later we impro-
vised it. "Initially, it was a
short part but as we start-
ed jamming on it and im-
provised it, that part be-
came longer and it is
something which has be-
come a very important
part of the film. Once peo-
ple watch the film, they
will get to know about it."

Radhika Madan’s
‘Kacchey Limbu’ 

to have World
Premiere at TIFF

T
he captivating plot,
stunning graphics,
and fascinating

characters of Sony SAB's
mythological show
Dharm Yoddha Garud
leaves viewers wanting
more after every episode.
The show features some
really interesting sibling
relations, such as Vinta
and Kadru's bitter rivalry
and the tight brotherhood
of Kadru's sons, the
Thousand Nagas. For two
on-screen brothers,
Kaalia (Ankit Raj) and
Takshaka (Angad
Hasija), the camaraderie
extends beyond the cam-
era. The duo is so close
that they travel to the sets
together and Ankit even
‘helps’ Angad with his di-
alogues!

In a candid conversa-
tion, Angad Hasija talks
about his friendship with
Ankit Raj, “Ever since we
met on the first day at the
Garud sets, me and Ankit
have shared a close bond.
He is a very sweet and
straightforward person,
and if he finds something

or someone amusing, he
will express it right away.
We've always done a ton
of silly things and
laughed a lot whenever
we've been together, my
time on Garud has been
especially enjoyable
thanks to Ankit and
Parul. We play brothers
on screen, and we have

the same equation and re-
spect off screen too. I con-
sider myself extremely
fortunate to have such a
friend in my life, as true
friends are hard to come
by.” Watch Dharm
Yoddha Garud from
Monday to Saturday at
7:30 PM, only on Sony
SAB!

Brothers both on and off camera!

S
ony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible has im-
printed itself in the

audience’s hearts and
minds not only because
of its heart-warming nar-
rative but also because of
its strong female protago-
nist, Pushpa Patel
(Karuna Pandey), a hard-
working and honest sin-
gle mother. Pushpa is cur-
rently engaged in a legal
dispute against her land-
lord, Bapudra to reclaim
her home and her hon-
our. Advocate Damini
Mehra, played by Mona
Singh, will assist her in
winning this battle.

The highly competent
attorney Damini Mehra
is well known for her
high success rate and her
equally high fees. After
learning about Pushpa’s
legal dispute against
Bapudra regarding her
lease agreements and
defamation, she decides
to help Pushpa fight the
case. Pushpa had un-

knowingly helped
Damini's daughter in the
past, thus she decides to
reciprocate by to this act
of kindness by taking on
Pushpa's case free of
charge. The Jassi Jaissi
Koi Nahi star Mona
Singh is highly ac-
claimed for her work in 3
Idiots, Kya Hua Tera
Vadaa, Kehne Ko
Humsafar Hain and
many others. After a six-
year long break, she is
back in the game, daz-
zling us with her portray-
al of an advocate in
Pushpa Impossible. Her
entry is going to bring
forth a lot more dramas
and twists in the upcom-
ing episodes.

Mona Singh makes
her comeback on TV

'D
arlings' director
Jasmeen K. Reen
has praised Alia

Bhatt and said that her re-
lationship with the ac-
tress-producer evolved as
they progressed.

'Darlings' stars Alia,
Shefali Shah, Vijay Verma
and Roshan Mathew.
Jasmeet still remembers
how it all began with just a
narration.

She said: "All of this
began with a narration, I
narrated the script, Alia
liked it, read it too. Then
after she agreed to play
Badru, we started jam-
ming. Before we knew it,
we were jamming creative-
ly, the bond was seamless,
respectful, and most im-
portant - the relationship
had trust." 'Darlings' is a
dark-comedy which ex-
plores the lives of a moth-
er-daughter duo trying to

find their place in Mumbai
seeking courage and love
in exceptional circum-
stances while fighting
against all odds.

Seeing Alia play the role
of Badrunissa Shaikh was
a dream come true as
Jasmeet couldn't imagine
anyone else playing
Badru.

Jasmeeet said: "Alia is a
director's actor. She is true
to the film, and the charac-
ter, nothing else matters.
My working relationship
with Alia evolved as we
progressed."

When asked if she pre-
ferred Alia as an actor or
producer, Jasmeet said:
"Both. Alia the actor al-
ways, I have to say, Alia
has the quality of encour-
aging and empowering a
director's vision. That, to
me, makes a fabulous pro-
ducer."

‘Darlings’ maker calls Alia
Bhatt a director’s actor

A
ctress Urmila
Matondkar has said
that she shares a

connection with actress
Janhvi Kapoor, courtesy
her late mother Sridevi, on
the dance-based reality
show "DID Super Moms".

While all the Super
Moms put their best foot
forward, it was Sadika
Khan and her choreogra-
pher Vivek Chachere's per-
formance to "Sapna
Jahan" that grabbed
everyone's attention. Their
act about Sadika's preg-
nancy journey left every-

one spellbound and emo-
tional. The contestant's
performance reminded
Urmila of the time when a

pregnant Sridevi was
shooting for "Judaai".
Urmila said: "Sadika, I
must say that you have

beautifully showcased the
whole journey of your
pregnancy in a very grace-
ful manner, but the real
hero of this act was your
daughter - Maera.

"I think this act was
complete only because of
her presence. In fact, this
is the same thing I was dis-
cussing with Janhvi when
I met her outside the set. I
remember, when I was
shooting with Sridevi Ji
for one of the songs in our
film - 'Judaai', she was
pregnant with Janhvi at
that time."

Freida Pinto celebrated
her wedding with a nap

US-based Indian actress Freida
Pinto, who married photogra-

pher Cory Tran in a low-key ceremo-
ny two years ago in front of just two
witnesses in California, celebrated
her wedding by taking a nap.

She wasn't interested in a lavish
party because the couple were more
focused on "building a life together"
than just one day.

"We're not wedding people," she told
Britain's Marie Claire magazine, re-
ports aceshowbiz.com.

Explaining she had woken up, cho-
sen a long-sleeved white Needle and
Thread gown from her wardrobe and
then gone to get married, she added:
"And then we went home and had a
nap." "For our brains and our souls
and our bodies, it was just perfect.
The focus was on building a life to-
gether, not just planning a wedding,"
she explained.

The couple, who have eight-month-
old son Rumi-Ray, now divide their
time between Austin and Los Angeles.
Recalling the first time Cory took her
to Texas, where he had spent most of
his 20s, she said, "I felt so at peace and
free."

Janhvi Kapoor, Urmila Matondkar
have a unique ‘Judaai’ connection
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Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

All-rounder Sneh Rana
showed nerves of steel by
choking runs in death
overs as Indian women's
cricket team pipped hosts
England by four runs to
enter the final of the
Commonwealth Games on
Saturday.

Needing 165 to win,
England were cruising
along at 132 for 3. The
hosts required only 33
runs off 24 balls but off-
spinner Rana (4-0-28-2)
bowled extremely well.
She gave away only 3 runs
in the 18th and 9 runs in
the final over.

England finished at 160
for 6 and even a last-ball
maximum from Sophie
Ecclestone couldn't save
the day for the hosts with
Harmanpreet Kaur's
brigade earning a sweet
revenge of the 2017 ODI
World Cup final defeat at
the Lord's.

If Smriti Mandhana's
32-ball-61 was a treat for
the eyes, Rana, India's for-
ever 'MVP', Deepti Sharma
(4-0-18-1) and Pooja
Vastrakar (3-0-20-0) didn't
err in line or length under
pressure.

The match seemed to
have decisively tilted in
favour of England when
Harmanpreet introduced
Shafali Verma, whose
friendly "donkey drops" in
the 16th over fetching the
home team 15 runs.

But Deepti and Rana col-
lectively gave away only
six runs in the 17th and
18th over respectively.

Pooja leaked 13 runs in
the 19th over but the
Mandhana-Taniya Bhatia

combination pulled off a
brilliant run out of the
dangerous Nat Sciver to
change the course.

It was then left to Rana
to bowl at least five good
balls that assured a medal
for India in the inaugural
edition of women's crick-
et.

Earlier Mandhana's ele-
gant yet brutal knock of 61
along with Jemimah
Rodrigues' useful 44 not
out powered India to a
healthy 164 for 5 in 20

overs.
Mandhana's 32-ball as-

sault in the Powerplay laid
the platform while
Rodrigues, who is finally
doing justice to her enor-
mous potential, impro-
vised well during his 31-
ball unbeaten stay at the
crease.

En route her knock,
Mandhana also recorded
the fastest T20
International fifty in
women's cricket off only
23 balls.

A new and improved
Deepti chipped in with 22
off 20 balls but India might
think they ended 15 runs
short of the par-score after
64 runs came in the six
Powerplay overs.

The next 14 overs yield-
ed 100 runs as India lost
the momentum when
three wickets fell in quick
succession during middle
overs.

Rodrigues and Deepti
added an invaluable 53
runs for the fourth wicket
partnership.

Mandhana's drives are
the most exquisite in
women's cricket and one
would rub his eyes in dis-
belief when the normally
rampaging Shafali Verma
(17 off 15 balls) was the
silent partner in their
opening stand of 76 in 7.5
overs.

There were cover drives
off Katherine Brunt,
pulled sixes off seamers
Sciver an Issy Wong and a
lofted one off spinner
Sarah Glenn's bowling
over long-on.

The half-century came
in only 23 balls as England
bowlers looked clueless
during that phase.

Once Sciver got rid of
Mandhana, who was try-
ing to play the lap-scoop,
the run-rate slowed down
as skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, despite a couple of
fours and a six, played few
dot balls in her run-a-ball
20.

While Mandhana had
eight fours and three sixes
in her knock, Rodrigues
had seven fours to her
credit, mostly using the
gaps in arc between point
and extra-cover.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

If she had not topped the
wrestling trials for the
Commonwealth Games,
Olympic medallist Sakshi
Malik could not have over-
come the 'crisis of confi-
dence' she was experienc-
ing over the last two years.
She also strongly thought
about retirement.

The demons in her mind
were understandable as
she was losing to her jun-
iors in the domestic circuit
and had not done much of
notice since getting that
historic bronze in Rio
Olympics six years ago.

The 29-year-old somehow
managed to beat Sonam
Malik to top the 62kg trials
after losing to the young-
ster a number of times and
made the India squad for
the Birmingham Games.
That was the moment
when Sakshi started to get
her confidence back and

also paved the way for a
gold medal winning per-
formance here on Friday.
Making hand written notes
of her thoughts after ses-
sions with psychologists
also helped immensely.
"My confidence was down
for a while. My coaches
told me I was the fittest
among seniors and juniors
and had all the power. "I
used to wonder what was

wrong with me. Whether it
was bad luck. I won the tri-
als (in May) and from then
I started to feel confident
about my game," said
Sakshi after bouncing back
from 0-4 to pin Canada's
And Godinez Gonzalez.
She called the gold medal
finish her biggest result
since the Rio Games. "I had
not won gold in CWG (she
had won silver and bronze

earlier). I wanted to fight
till the end to get that gold.
Even when I was 0-4 down,
it did not bother me. I had
won bouts with seconds left
in the Olympics, here I had
three minutes left," she
said referring to her double
leg move that settled the
contest. "I have been
wrestling for 18 years, I can
do this in my sleep as well.
I am so used to it that it
comes subconsciously to
me." "It's a kind of come-
back for me since I had not
done anything in last year.
Now I feel I am strongest in
my weight category. In
coming times I will com-
pete in Asian Games and
try to win medal," she said.

With the medal in the
bag, Sakshi has managed
to turn it around but in
February when Jitender
Yadav joined as the
women's national coach,
she was down in the
dumps.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Top Indian paddlers Achanta
Sharath Kamal and G Sathiyan
progressed to the semifinals
of the men's singles event at
the Commonwealth Games
here on Saturday.
While Sharath made short
work of Singapore player Yong
Izaac Quek 4-0 (11-6 11-7 11-4
11-7), Sathiyan was stretched
in his 4-2 (11-5 11-7 11-5 8-11
10-12 11-9) win by England's
Sam Walker.
"It was a great match, all
credit to Sam, he fought really
hard. I really should have
closed in that fifth set but I
was a bit nervous," Sathiyan
said.
"I have never beaten Sam, so
this came into my mind and it
was not so easy to play in a
big match like this. I kept my
cool in the end and I took the
match to get my first
(Commonwealth Games) semi-
final so I'm really happy," he
added. However, it was cur-

tains for Sanil Shetty, who
squandered a one-game lead
to go down to home favourite
Liam Pitchford 1-4 (11-9 6-11
8-11 8-11 4-11).
In the women's doubles, both
Indian pairs -- Sreeja Akul and
Reeth Tennison, and Manika
Batra and Diya Chitale -- won
their round of 16 matches.
Akula and Tennnison defeated
Chloe Anna Thomas Wu Zhang
and Lara Whitton of Wales 11-
7 11-4 11-3. Batra and Chitale
beat Mauritian pair Jalim
Nandeshwaree and Oumehani
Hosenally 11-5 11-5 11-3.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Avinash Sable broke his own
national record to win a silver
in the men's 3000m steeple-
chase while Priyanka Goswami
also clinched a medal of the
same hue in the women's
10,000m race walk on a pro-
ductive day for India in the
Commonwealth Games athlet-
ics competition here on
Saturday.
Goswami also scripted history
as she became the first Indian
woman to win a medal in race
walk with a silver in 10,000m
event.
With the two silver, the Indian
athletics team's medal count
swelled to four and it has
already gone past the number
in 2018 Gold Coast where the
country had won a gold, silver
and bronze each in track and
field.
High jumper Tejswin Shankar
and long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar had won a bronze
and silver respectively in
Birmingham. The 27-year-old

Sable clocked 8:11.20s to bet-
ter his earlier national record
of 8:12.48 and finish behind
Kenyan Abraham Kibiwot
(8:11.15). Another Kenyan
Amos Serem took the bronze
with a time of 8:16.83.
Kibiwot had finished fifth in
the World Championships in
Eugene, USA, last month with
a time of 8:28.95s while Sable
had ended a disappointing
11th, clocking 8:28.95s in the
slowest ever 3000m steeple-
chase in the history of the
showpiece.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Indian boxer Amit
Panghal (51kg) displayed
his class as he reached his
second consecutive
Commonwealth Games
final while Nitu Ghanghas
(48kg) also remained on
course for a gold in her
maiden appearance here
on Saturday.

Panghal, who is vying to
win the yellow metal after
his silver in the last edi-
tion, came from behind to
beat an aggressive Patrick
Chinyemba of Zambia
with a 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion win.

Nitu, on the other hand,

prevailed over Canada's
Priyanka Dhillon as she
notched a RSC (Referee
Stops Contest) win in the
minimum weight category.

Such was the 21-year-old

Nitu's confidence that she
played with an open
guard, inviting her oppo-
nent to strike while using
her straight jabs and com-
bination punches to great

effect. In the end, the refer-
ee had to end the contest.

Panghal, 26, was left on
the back foot as his
younger, more aggressive
opponent landed a barrage
of punches on the world
championship silver
medallist.

Trailing 2-3 after the
opening round, Panghal,
who looked to put behind
the ghost of the Tokyo
Olympics where he made a
first round exit, had to dig
deep in his reservoir of ex-
perience. The Asian
Games champion upped
the ante, landing hooks
and jabs at will to take the
round.

India win battle of nerves
to stay in the hunt for gold

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu struggled
past Malaysia's Goh Wei
Jin in women's singles
quarterfinals to stay on
course for a maiden indi-
vidual gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Saturday.

A former world champi-
on, Sindhu registered a
come-from-behind 19-21 21-
14 21-18 win over Goh,
ranked 60th, to enter her
third successive semifi-
nals at the Commonwealth
Games.

However, young
Aakarshi Kashyap's CWG
debut ended with a 10-21 7-
21 defeat to Scotland's
Kristy Gilmour, a silver
and bronze medallist in
2014 and 2018 editions re-
spectively. Sindhu, who
had won a bronze and sil-
ver in the last two editions,

looked slightly shaky
against Goh, whom she
had defeated in two tight
games in the mixed team
championship final. Goh's
attacking prowess was
once again on display as
she made the Indian work
hard in the opening game.
The 27-year-old from
Hyderabad had a two-
point cushion in the mid-
game interval but Goh
managed to turn the tables
with her better display in
the second half of the first
game to take a 1-0 lead in
the match. A vastly experi-
enced Sindhu, however,
got back her bearing soon
as the duo engaged in
some superb rallies with
the Indian managing to
grab a three-point advan-
tage at the break. Sindhu,
ranked world number 7,
extended her lead to 19-14
and soon roared back in
the contest.

Sindhu enters women’s singles 
semifinals, Kashyap’s campaign ends

Boxers Nitu, Amit Panghal storm into finals 

From crisis of confidence to CWG
gold, Sakshi Malik turns a corner

TT: Sharath, Sathiyan
advance to semifinals

Steeplechaser Sable, race walker
Priyanka clinch silver medals

Priyanka Goswami

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

A 23-year-old man was
attacked with sharp
weapons by a mob in
M a h a r a s h t r a ' s
Ahmednagar district ac-
cusing him of supporting
Bharatiya Janata Party's
Nupur Sharma on social
media, leaving him seri-
ously injured, police said
on Saturday. Four main ac-
cused have been arrested
in connection with the in-
cident which occurred on
August 4.

A senior officer said it
was premature to say any-
thing about the motive be-
hind the attack as the in-
vestigation is at the pre-
liminary stage.

The man, identified as
Pratik alias Sunny
Rajendra Pawar, was ad-

mitted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of a hospi-
tal for injuries to his head
and other parts of the
body, a police official said.

Pawar was attacked by
at least 14 people from the
Muslim community with a
sword, sickle, sticks, and
hockey sticks on Thursday
evening in front of a med-
ical shop at Akkabai
Chowk in Karjat town, 222
km away from the
Ahmednagar district
headquarters.

The incident occurred
when Pawar and Amit
Mane, the complainant in
the case, were going to at-
tend an event on his two-
wheeler and waiting for a
friend near the medical
shop, the official said.

While they were waiting
for a friend, some men be-
longing to the Muslim
community approached
them on two-wheelers.
They were carrying a
sword, sickle, and hockey
sticks, as per the First
Information Report (FIR).

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

More than nine years
after a girl was kidnapped
by a Mumbai-based couple,
the minor, now 16, was re-
united with her family here
courtesy an alert woman
domestic help, who played
an important role in the re-
union, police said.

The girl - Pooja Gaud -
had gone missing on
January 22, 2013, following
which her family as well
as the police had launched
a frantic search for her.

She was finally reunited
with the family on Friday,
and the man who had kid-
napped her was arrested.
Surprisingly, the girl's kid-
nappers, with whom she
stayed all the while, and
her original family, lived
in the vicinity, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

"The (kidnapping) inci-
dent had occurred in 2013
when she was going to her
civic-run school. She was
walking with her elder
brother, who was then
studying in Class 4. He

was walking ahead of her.
But after some time, when
he turned back, he did not
find her," the official said.

After attending his
classes, he went to Pooja's
classroom, where her
teacher told him that she
was absent. He went home
and alerted her parents
about her. They ap-
proached the D N Nagar
police station, following
which a missing person's
report was registered ini-
tially, he said. The city po-
lice had launched a search

for Pooja and posters car-
rying her photos in school
uniform were also distrib-
uted in the area.

For assistant sub inspec-
tor Rajendra Bhosle (now
retired), who was in-
charge of the missing per-
son's bureau at D N Nagar
police station, it became a
mission to trace the girl.
Bhosle, who is now 65-
year-old, always carried
the girl's photo in his pock-
et, but failed to get any
clue on her whereabouts,
police said.

Fatehpur Sikri to Gandhi’s birthplace: Sites
where ASI will hoist tricolour on I-Day

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

From Lucknow's his-
toric Residency, place of
key events during the 1857
Sepoy Mutiny, to
Mahatma Gandhi's birth-
place in Porbander,
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) is gearing up
to hoist the national flag
at the sites of 150 of its
monuments on
Independence Day, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Besides, logistical work
is also being done for illu-
mination of 150 monu-
ments in a tricolour
theme, which is expected
to start in a few days. "Our
national flag would be
hoisted at ASI sites span-
ning the length and
breadth of the country in

the true spirit of India's
diversity and the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

They will be hoisted at
Fatehpur Sikri and Agra
Fort in our Agra Circle. In
Delhi, the tricolour will
flutter high at the ruins of
Kotla Feroz Shah and
Purana Qila," a senior of-
ficial told PTI.

Taj Mahal, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, is not
in the list of monument
sites where the national
flag would be hoisted on
August 15, he said.

The main
Independence Day cele-
brations takes places an-
nually at Red Fort where
the Prime Minister hoists
the national flag on the
ramparts of the Mughal-
era monument.

It is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, besides
Qutub Minar and
Humayun's Tomb, in
Delhi. The national flag
will be hoisted at 150 her-
itage sites across India on
Independence Day to
mark the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, an ASI official
had said on Thursday.

Freedom fighters and
Padma awardees will at-
tend the programmes and
flag hoisting ceremony, it
had said.

The central govern-
ment has launched a 'Har
Ghar Tiranga' campaign
under which people are
being encouraged to hoist
the tricolour at their
houses as part of the 75
years of India's Indepen-
dence.

SKM to launch nationwide campaign today

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The Samyukt Kisan
Morcha(SKM), an umbrella
organisation of farm
unions, on Saturday said it
will launch a nationwide
campaign against the
Centre's Agnipath scheme
for military recruitment on
August 7. It said the scheme
is a "serious setback" to
farming families whose
youths have been part of
the armed forces.

The campaign will be
launched in collaboration
with the United Front of
ex-Servicemen and various
youth organisations. The
Agnipath scheme, an-
nounced on June 14, seeks

to recruit youths in the age
bracket of 17-and-half and
21 for only four years with a
provision to retain 25 per
cent of them for 15 more
years. For 2022, the upper
age limit has been extended
to 23 years.

Several parts of India
witnessed violent protests
against the scheme in June
with the agitators demand-
ing its rollback as the new
model does not provide a
job guarantee to 75 per cent
of the recruits.

The Agnipath scheme
has "put to an end the tried
and tested method of regu-
lar, permanent recruitment
to the armed forces. It
would mean a drastic re-
duction in the size of the
armed forces from the pres-
ent sanctioned strength of
14 lakh to merely seven

lakh," the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) said in a
statement on Saturday.

"This is a serious setback
to farming families who
have contributed to the na-
tion by sending their
youths to the armed forces.

"The proposed 'all India, all
class recruitment' would
severely reduce the share
of regions like Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal,
Uttarakhand, western UP
and eastern Rajasthan that
have contributed to the

armed forces for genera-
tions, besides affecting the
morale of the regiments,"
it said. The recruitment on
an "all India, all class"
basis is set to change the
composition of some regi-
ments that recruit youths
from specific regions as
well as castes.

"The campaign demands
that the pending vacancies
(about 1.25 lakh) and the
current year vacancies
(about 60,000) should be
filled immediately follow-
ing the pre-existing
method of regular and per-
manent recruitment. The
recruitment process al-
ready initiated must be
completed with age-relax-
ation of two years in lieu of
non-recruitment during
the last two years," the
SKM said.

p Against Agnipath
scheme 
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Students with painted face participate in a peace rally to mark the 77th anniversary of World War II atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, in Mumbai, Saturday.

PEACE RALLY

Artist prepare idols of Goddess Durga ahead of the festive season, in Nadia district, Saturday.

ARTIST AT WORK

Naxalites kill 
man in Balaghat 
After accusing him of 
being police informer

Balaghat, Aug 06 (PTI):
Suspected Naxalites killed a man
in Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh
on suspicion that he was a police
informer, an official said on
Saturday. Lalu Dhurve, in his late
20s, was killed on Friday night in
Jagla village under Pathri police
post and the Naxalites allegedly
responsible for the act left pam-
phlets at the spot, the police offi-
cial said. Conforming the inci-
dent, Superintendent of Police
Sameer Saurabh said the con-
tents of the pamphlets were
being investigated and police
presence in the region had been
increased. "A group of 15-20
Naxalites allegedly kidnapped
Dhurve from his home at around
9pm on Friday and then killed
him. The pamphlets left behind
at the spot claim Dhurve was a
police informer. Naxalites com-
mit such acts to create fear
among people so that the latter
supply them rations regularly,"
Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Aditya Pratap
Singh said.

Punjab CM appears
before court

In two-year-old rioting case

Chandigarh, Aug 06
(PTI): Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday appeared be-
fore a local court here in a
case of rioting lodged
against him over two year
ago. During his appearance
before the court of the chief
judicial magistrate here,
Mann was represented by
former advocate general
Anmol Rattan Sidhu.
Replying to a question
about his appearance be-
fore the court, CM Mann
said his party had held a
protest against the then
Congress government for
seeking reduction in the
electricity rates. Water can-
nons were used (against us)
and later, a case was regis-
tered against us at that
time, said Mann while
speaking to reporters here.
The case was registered
against Mann and some
other party leaders on the
charges of rioting, assault,
obstructing police from
performing their duties
during a party protest held
in January 2020.

SKM leaders Hannan Mollah, Yogendra Yadav and Rakesh
Tikait address a press conference in New Delhi, Saturday.

Girl reunited with kin nine 
years after being kidnapped

Leh, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama was honoured with
the 'dPal rNgam Duston' award
-- the highest civilian honour of
Ladakh -- for his immense con-
tribution to humanity, espe-
cially towards the union terri-
tory, an official said on
Saturday.

The sixth award was con-
ferred by Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council
(LAHDC), Leh which celebrat-
ed the 'dPal rNgam Duston'
with great fervour on the occa-
sion of its foundation day at
Sindhu Ghat on Friday. 

The 87-year-old spiritual

leader, who is on a visit to the
union territory since July 15,
appreciated the gesture and
stressed maintaining commu-
nal harmony in the region. 

"Ladakh and Tibet are con-
nected by the mighty Indus
River along with religious and
cultural similarities," he said,

adding the changing climatic
condition is a major cause of
concern and urged everyone to
be environmentally conscious
in their act.

MP Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal said Ladakh is
blessed to have the opportuni-
ty to bestow its highest award
to the 14th Dalai Lama on the
auspicious occasion. 

He also expressed gratitude
to the LAHDC headed by Tashi
Gyalson for the honour be-
stowed on the spiritual leader
as a true reflection of the love,
respect and dedication of the
people of Ladakh towards the
torch bearer of peace, kind-
ness and compassion.

Dalai Lama

Dalai Lama honoured with 
Ladakh’s highest civilian award

Woman domestic help plays key role

Mob attacks Maha man
with sharp weapons

̈ Accuses him of
supporting Nupur
Sharma on social
media

‘Order of acquittal ought not 
be interfered with lightly’

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

An order of acquittal
ought not be interfered
with lightly, the Supreme
Court has said while
restoring the exoneration
of a man accused of sub-
jecting his wife to cruelty.
The apex court observed
that the appellate court
must deal with every rea-
son, which weighed with
the court concerned while
recording acquittal, before
setting aside such order.

A bench of justices U U
Lalit and S R Bhat set aside
the March 2019 judgement
of the Madras High Court
which had restored the
order convicting the man
for alleged offence under
section 498-A of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), which
deals with husband or his
relative subjecting a mar-
ried woman to cruelty. "The

judgment under
appeal has not set
out any reason
why the order of
a c q u i t t a l
recorded under
section 498-A of
the IPC was re-
quired to be set
aside," the bench said.

"It is a settled law that an
order of acquittal ought
not to be interfered with
lightly and before setting
aside acquittal, the appel-
late court must deal every
reason which weighed
with the concerned court
while recording acquittal.
No such exercise was un-
dertaken by the High
Court," the top court said.

The bench passed the
order while hearing the
cross appeals filed by the
original complainant and
the accused challenging
the high court verdict. The

high court had
acquitted the ac-
cused of the
charge under
section 494 of the
IPC, which deals
with marrying
again during the
lifetime of hus-

band or wife, and had re-
stored his conviction for
the alleged offence under
section 498-A of the IPC.

The apex court also
dealt with the challenge
raised before it by the com-
plainant in so far as ac-
quittal of the accused
under section 494 of the
IPC is concerned. "Having
gone through the record,
we see no reason to enter-
tain any challenge as
against such acquittal,"
the bench said.

"Consequently, we ac-
cept the appeal preferred
by the accused, set aside

the order passed by the
high court and restore the
order of acquittal in re-
spect of offence punish-
able under section 498-A as
recorded by the appellate
court," the bench said.
According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused and the
complainant were en-
gaged in 1987 and later,
they exchanged rings and
lived together as husband
and wife.

It was alleged that in
1989, the accused pres-
sured her to abort child
but she gave birth to a
child. The prosecution had
claimed that she tried to
live with the accused, but
he refused to take her. She
filed a suit to declare her-
self as the wife of the ac-
cused and also for an in-
junction restraining him
from marrying another
woman.



Lifer
SSiivvaaggaannggaa  ((TTNN)):: A
Special Court for trial of
cases under SCT (POA)
Act has awarded life sen-
tence to 27 people for
killing 4 SC men at
Kachanatham village in
the district over a dispute
in 2018 on not providing
temple honour to caste
Hindus. Totally, 33 people
were involved in the
crime and 29 of them
were adults and 4 juve-
niles in conflict with law.
The final case was filed
before the fast track
court against the 29.

Lightning 
NNaaggppuurr:: Two aviation engi-
neers were struck by light-
ning and suffered injuries
on Saturday evening at
Nagpur airport, an official
said. While one engineer
fell unconscious on impact,
the second has weakness in
his right hand, Mohammad
Etesham, duty doctor of
Kingsway Hospital at the
airport, told PTI.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: A woman, along
with her four children,
jumped into a well follow-
ing a family dispute in
Rajasthan's Ajmer district,
police said on Saturday. Of
the four children, the
youngest was a one-
month-old baby. While all
four died, their mother
Matia (32) was pulled out
alive late on Friday in
Mangaliyawas police sta-
tion area, they said.

Interim bail 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi Minister
Satyendar Kumar Jain's
wife Poonam Jain was on
Saturday granted interim
bail by a court here in a
money laundering case in
which he was arrested
over two months ago.The
court also allowed the
jailed Delhi minister to
withdraw his application
seeking interim bail in the
case. His counsel moved
for withdrawal saying
they have been informed
that he was getting dis-
charged from hospital.

Guilty 
JJaauunnppuurr::  A court here
held former MLA
Umakant Yadav and
seven others guilty in a
27-year-old murder case
of three people, including
two Government Railway
Police (GRP) constables.
The court has reserved its
order for Monday.

Attach 
GGhhaazziippuurr  ((UUPP)):: The
Ghazipur district adminis-
tration has attached
properties worth Rs 2.25
crore belonging to Afsha
Ansari, the wife of jailed
mafia-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari, officials
said. They alleged that
the three buildings were
bought from proceeds of
criminal activities.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE
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Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande during
his visit to the forward areas

of Poonch & Rajouri Sectors to
review the operational 

preparedness along the LoC.
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New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

NDA candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar was declared
elected as the Vice
President of India on
Saturday after he bagged
528 votes against his rival
candidate Margaret Alva's
182.

Dhankhar, 71, will suc-
ceed M Venkaiah Naidu
who demits office August
10.

The returning officer of
the vice presidential elec-
tion said of the total 780
electors, 725 cast their bal-
lots but 15 votes were
found to be invalid.

The turnout was 92.94
per cent, he said, adding
that a candidate needed
356 votes to get elected.

Of all the valid votes,
Dhankhar secured 74.36
per cent. He has the high-
est winning margin in the
last six vice presidential
elections held since 1997.

As many as 55 MPs did

not vote in the vice presi-
dential election held from
10 am to 5 pm on Saturday.

The Trinamool
Congress, which has a
total of 36 MPs, including
23 in Lok Sabha, had ab-
stained from the election.
However, two of its MPs

had cast their ballots.
The numbers were

stacked in favour of
Dhankhar as the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) enjoys an
absolute majority in Lok
Sabha and has clear ad-
vantage in Rajya Sabha.

Sukma, Aug 06 (PTI) 

Residents of a remote
village in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district have
claimed that 61 people died
there in nearly last three
years due to some "un-
known" illness, following
which the authorities have
swung into action to know
what exactly caused these
deaths.

The residents of
Regadgatta village, located
in Konta development
block, recently raised this
issue with the district au-
thorities, who said that the
preliminary investigation
of records shows that 47
people died due to various
reasons, including ail-
ments and natural causes.

A detailed report to
identify heavy metal con-

tent like arsenic in water
and soil there is awaited,
officials said, adding that
on August 8, a team of spe-
cialists will be sent to the
village for an in-depth
study of environmental
causes.

The population of the
village is more than 1,000
with 130 families residing
there. On July 27, the vil-
lagers handed over a letter
to Sukma district collector,
claiming that 61 people, in-
cluding young men and
women, who had symp-
toms of swelling on their
hands and legs, have died
there since 2020.

The villagers requested
the administration to send
a team of doctors immedi-
ately to deal with the issue
to prevent further deaths.

After locals raised the
issue, a team of healthcare
personnel and other ex-
perts were sent there last
week, Sukma collector

Harish S told PTI.
"Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that 47 peo-
ple died in that village in
the last three years but all
of them did not die due to
the same reason as
claimed by the locals," he
added.

Some of the deceased
had swelling on their bod-
ies and it could be due to
different reasons.
Preliminary reports of
samples of water sources
concluded that fluoride
level was more than the
limit in two water sources
while in some sources,
iron content was in excess,
he said. "But as of now, we
cannot say that the deaths
were caused due to heavy
metal content in water as
consumption of water car-
rying high fluoride causes
bone weakness and there
are no such symptoms in
the local population," he
said.

Varanasi (UP), Aug 06 (PTI): 

A court here on
Saturday acquitted BSP
Lok Sabha MP Atul Kumar
Singh in a case of alleged
rape and cheating filed in
2019 by a woman who com-
mitted suicide outside the
Supreme Court last year
after accusing senior po-
lice officers of colluding
with the accused.

Anuj Yadav, the advocate
of the MP, said that the spe-
cial judge of the MP-MLA
court, Siyaram Chaurasia,
gave the decision in favour
of Atul Kumar Singh alias
Atul Rai, who represents
the Ghosi Lok Sabha seat
and has been in jail since

June 2019 in the case.
"Evidence could not be

submitted on the behalf
of the victim, and the in-
cident could not be
proved," the lawyer said.

On May 1, 2019, the 24-
year-old woman filed the
complaint of rape
against Atul Rai and oth-
ers. She alleged that Rai
took her to his flat in

Varanasi, raped her,
made objectionable
videos and took photo-
graphs. After this, he
threatened to put the
videos online. On June
22, 2019, Rai surrendered
in court, and since then,
he is lodged in Naini Jail
in Prayagraj. In August
last year, the woman
along with her friend and
witness in the case died
after self-immolation out-
side the Supreme Court
in Delhi. Before commit-
ting suicide, the two had
recorded a Facebook Live
video in which the al-
leged victim disclosed
her identity and claimed
that she had filed the rape
case against Rai in 2019.
She also alleged that
some senior police offi-
cers were supporting the
accused.

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The income-tax depart-
ment has detected "undis-
closed" income of more
than Rs 200 crore after it re-
cently raided some film
producers, distributors and
financiers in Tamil Nadu,
the CBDT said on Saturday.

The searches were
launched on August 2 and
about 40 premises of the en-
tities, which have not been
identified, were covered in
Chennai, Madurai,
Coimbatore and Vellore.

The department claimed
to have seized Rs 26 crore
"undisclosed" cash and gold
jewellery of more than Rs 3
crore during the raids. So
far, the search operation

has resulted in the detec-
tion of undisclosed income
of more than Rs 200 crore,
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) said in a
statement.

It said that the depart-
ment seized a number of
documents, digital devices
relating to "unaccounted"
cash transactions and in-
vestments even as "secret
and hidden" premises have
been unearthed.

In the case of film pro-
duction houses, tax evasion
has been found as the actu-
al amounts realised from
the release of the films are
much more than the
amounts shown in the reg-
ular books of account, it
said.

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Varsha Raut, wife of ar-
rested Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut, on Saturday
appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here in connection
with a money laundering
case linked to alleged ir-
regularities in the redevel-
opment of a 'chawl' and re-
lated transactions.

The central agency had
issued summons to Varsha
Raut earlier this week.
Accordingly, she reached
the ED office located at
Ballard Estate in south
Mumbai at 10.40 am.

She is expected to be

confronted with her hus-
band, who is currently in
the ED custody, and some
other accused involved in
the case. Police personnel
have been deployed in
large numbers outside the
ED office. The central
agency is conducting a
probe linked to a Rs 1,034-
crore alleged land scam re-
lated to the redevelopment
of the Patra "chawl" in
Mumbai's Goregaon area.

Sanjay Raut, a Rajya
Sabha member, was ar-
rested by the ED in this
case on August 1 and a
local court on Thursday
sent him to further cus-
tody till August 8.

Hyderabad, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao on Saturday told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
that he would be boycotting
the 7th Governing Council
meeting of NITI Aayog
scheduled to be held on
August 7, as a mark of
strong protest against the
present 'discriminating'
trend of the Centre towards
States.

In a letter to Modi, KCR,
as Rao is also known, said
the country can develop
only when States develop.
Strong and economically vi-
brant States alone can make
the nation strong, he said.
In view of these facts, I do

not find it useful to attend
the 7th Governing Council
meeting of NITI Aayog
scheduled to be held on
August 7, 2022 and I am stay-
ing away from it as a mark
of strong protest against the
present trend of Central
government to discriminate
against the States and not
treating them as equal part-
ners in our collective effort
to make the nation strong
and developed, Rao said in
the letter, narrating a host
of reasons for the boycott.
Alleging that recent un-

pleasant happenings have
given rise to a realisation
that the federal structure is
being systematically eroded
by some "deliberate actions"
by the Centre, Rao said it is
needless to say these devel-
opments are very much dis-
couraging to "trail-blazing"
States like Telangana.

Chennai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) is on the cusp of
making history as the
space agency is all set to
embark on its maiden
Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle mission, ferrying
an earth observation satel-
lite and a student satellite
from the spaceport in
Sriharikota, about 135 kms
from here on Sunday.

After carving a niche on
successful mission launch-
es through its trusted
workhorse Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicles (PSLV),
Geosynchronous Launch
Vehicle (GSLV), ISRO
would be making its maid-
en launch of a small satel-
lite launch vehicle (SSLV),
which would be used to de-
ploy satellites in the low
orbit earth.

Scientists at the ISRO
have been engaged in de-
veloping small launch ve-
hicles over the last few
weeks to meet the demand
for such small satellites,
which weigh upto 500 kgs
and can be injected into

the 500 kms low earth
orbit.

The SSLV is 34m tall,
about 10m less than the
PSLV and it has a vehicle
diameter of two metres as
compared to 2.8 metres of
PSLV.

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Amid a rise in coronavirus
infections in some parts of
the country, the central gov-
ernment has asked Delhi and
six states to ensure adequate
testing, promote Covid-
appropriate behaviour and
increase the pace of vaccina-
tion to contain the surge.
In a letter to Delhi, Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said upcoming festivals and
mass congregations in differ-
ent parts of the country may
potentially facilitate trans-
mission of infectious dis-
eases, including COVID-19.
It is critical to ensure ade-
quate testing is undertaken
in all the districts of the
state while maintaining the

recommended share of RT-
PCR and antigen tests. The
state must also closely moni-
tor districts reporting higher
cases, positivity rates and
clusters to prevent further
spread of infection and effec-
tive case management, he
stressed in the letter dated
August 5. In his letter to
Delhi, Bhushan said the
national capital has been
reporting high average daily
new cases (811 cases) for
the past month with a high of
2.202 new cases reported on
August 5.
Delhi has contributed 8.2 per
cent of India's weekly new
cases in the week ending
August 5 and has also
recorded 1.86 times increase
in average daily new cases
from 802 in the week ending
July 29 to 1,492 in in the
week ending August 5.

Dhankhar elected 14th VP 61 residents died of ‘unknown’
illness in Sukma village

̈ Authorities 
begin probe

BSP MP acquitted in rape case
̈ Complainant had

committed suicide
outside SC

Atul Kumar Singh

Sanjay Raut’s wife
appears before ED 

I-T Raids On TN Film Producers, Financiers

Black income of ‘over
Rs 200-cr’ detected

CM MEETS PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel dur-
ing a meeting, in New Delhi. 

KCR to boycott NITI Aayog meeting
̈ Says institution

useless

Lok Sabha Secretary-General and Returning Officer Utpal Kumar
Singh announces the result of the Vice-Presidential elections, in
New Delhi, Saturday. 

Around 93 per cent polling
was recorded in the vice
presidential election on
Saturday, with more than 50
MPs  not exercising their
franchise. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his pred-
ecessor Manmohan Singh
cast their ballots early in the
day, while opposition lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi voted a little after
noon, the officials said.
Polling to elect the next Vice
President of India began at
10 am, with Modi being
among the first ones to vote.
Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh arrived in
a wheelchair and needed
support to stand up and
vote. CPM MP John Brittas
was among those who
helped the veteran leader in
exercising his franchise. The
two-term former prime min-
ister greeted those present
with folded hands. 

92.9% turnout recorded

Kolkata, Aug 06 (PTI): 

A jawan of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
fired indiscriminately, killing
one colleague and seriously
injuring another inside their
barrack attached to the Indian
Museum in Kolkata on Saturday
evening, officials said. The
jawan who used his service
weapon to shoot at his col-
leagues was disarmed and
arrested, a Kolkata Police offi-
cer said. After the firing, the
two injured men were taken to
the state-run SSKM Hospital
where one of them died. "The
incident took place at around
6.30 PM. One CISF jawan was
killed while another is badly
injured. We have arrested the
accused," Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal said.

CISF jawan fires
inside Kolkata’s
Indian Museum

The NITI Aayog called his
decision "unfortunate", and
countered some of the allega-
tions made by the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS) boss. In
a note to the press, it said a
delegation led by the Aayog's
vice-chairperson had met him
in Hyderabad on January 2021
“to discuss development
issues pertaining to the
state”, but he "did not
respond" to recent requests
for more such meetings.  

‘Unfortunate decision’

FOCUS ON TESTING, VACCINATION 

Amid rise in Covid cases,
Centre’s advisory to 7 states New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI) 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has suspended 11 offi-
cials, including an IAS officer,
for "serious lapses" in the
implementation of Excise
Policy 2021-22, even as the
AAP government accused his
predecessor Anil Baijal of
extending "special favours" to
a few private players and
demanded a CBI inquiry into
it.
Sources said that suspension
and major disciplinary pro-
ceedings have been approved
against the then Delhi excise
commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna, a 2012-batch AGMUT
cadre IAS officer, deputy
excise commissioner Anand
Kumar Tiwari, three ad-hoc
DANICS officers and six offi-
cials of the Delhi govern-
ment's excise department.
The LG has taken the decision
in view of the "serious lapses
on the part of the officers

concerned" in the implemen-
tation of the excise policy,
including "irregularities in
finalising the tender and
extending post-tender bene-
fits" to select vendors, they
said.
The action was taken by
Saxena based on an inquiry
report filed by the Directorate
of Vigilance (DoV).
A Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) inquiry
has already been recommend-
ed by the LG into the alleged
violation of rules and proce-
dural lapses in the implemen-
tation of the Excise Policy
2021-22.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at his residence on
Saturday, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
alleged that Baijal changed
his stand over opening liquor
vends in unauthorised areas,
which led to a loss of "thou-
sands of crores of rupees" to
the city government.

Excise Policy

LG suspends 11 officials
History beckons ISRO with

maiden SSLV-D1/EOS-2 mission

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle mission ferrying an earth observation
satellite and a student satellite to be launched by ISRO from the
spaceport in Sriharikota on Sunday. 

Liladhar Mandloi to receive
22nd Vasundhara Samman
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: In the
memory of Kirti Shesh
Devi Prasad Choubey,
Vasundhara Samman is
given to eminent personal-
ities for their remarkable
contributions in the field
of public awakening. This
year, the Vasundhara
Samman will be conferred
on eminent litterateur
Leeladhar Mandloi.
Members of the jury con-
stituted under the leader-
ship of eminent journalist
Diwakar Muktibodh in-
cluding Vinod Mishra, EV
Murali , Arun Srivastava,
Sameer Diwan, Rajesh
Ganodwale and Mumtaz
have made announcement
in this regard. The func-
tion has been organized
jointly by Kriti
Vasundhara and Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation in collabora-
tion with the Department

of Culture, Government of
Chhattisgarh, on Sunday,
14th August.

Born in Gudhi village of
Chhindwara district,
Liladhar Mandloi was ed-
ucated in Raipur and
Bhopal. He has also been a
member of Prasar Bharati
Board apart from being
the Director General of
Doordarshan and All
India Radio. His works
have a vivid depiction of
the life of Chhattisgarh.
He wrote meaningfully
and positively in many
genres like poetry, folklore,

travelogue, diary, media,
reportage, criticism, non-
fiction prose. Liladhar
Mandloi has written and
edited more than 20 books
in various genres. His
works have been translat-
ed into many Indian and
foreign languages. He has
been honored with many
prestigious honors in the
past.

Prior to this, Ramesh
Nayar, Kumar Sahu,
Shyamlal Chaturvedi,
Basant Kumar Tiwari,
Vinod Shankar Shukla,
Sharad Kothari, Baban
Prasad Mishra, Himanshu
Dwivedi, Diwakar
Muktibodh, Asha Shukla,
Girija Shankar, Gyan
Awasthi, Shyam Vetal,
Abhay Kishore, Sushil
Trivedi, Girish Pankaj,
BKS Ray, Prakash Dubey,
Tushar Kanti Bose, EV
Murali and Satish Jaiswal
have received the
Vasundhara Samman.
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Bhilai, Aug 06: District
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena visited the
district hospital on
Saturday to inspect the
OPDs and other arrange-
ments. The Collector inter-
acted with the patients
and inquired about the
arrangements and treat-
ment of the hospital.

Patients reported that
they were satisfied with
the medical treatment and
the food was also good.
The only issue is the clean-
liness of the washrooms.
Patients in all the wards
made the same complaint.

Taking the matter into
cognizance, the Collector
directed the officials to
issue a notice to the
agency looking after the
housekeeping work. He
said that cleanliness is the

most important for a hos-
pital, especially the clean-
liness of the washroom is
very important and should
be done regularly.

The Collector started
his inspection from the re-
ception counter of the
OPD. He asked the pa-
tients how long they were
standing in the queue.

Patients reported that
they have been waiting in
the queue for 15 minutes.
The Collector said that the
time of the people is very
important and since they
have come for treatment,
efforts should be made to
start the treatment at the
earliest.

He instructed to start

two additional counters so
that people need not to
wait in queues. After this,
he went to the medicine
counter and found that the
arrangements were good.
Collector inspected all the
OPDs and met the doctors.
He also oversaw the dialy-
sis unit. Here the patients
complained that doctors
do not visit regularly.

The Collector immedi-
ately questioned the civil
surgeon who informed
that the doctors were
being outsourced for this
unit. The Collector said
that the dialysis facility is
very important and its bet-
ter arrangement should be
ensured.

The Collector also in-
spected the District Early
Intervention System
where newborn babies are
kept. The Collector saw
the arrangement and ex-

pressed satisfaction with
the treatment. He met ob-
stetricians in the MCH
unit.

Women patients stated
that the medical staff
takes good care and there
is no problem. The
Collector reached the
blood bank and met the
doctors. He said that the
arrangement of the dis-
trict hospital is most im-
portant.

In case of any problem
in this regard, informa-
tion should be given imme-
diately so that it can be
rectified. He also asked the
patients about the behav-
iour of the medical staff.
Patients said that the staff
behaves in a good manner.

The Collector praised
the medical staff and said
that good treatment of pa-
tients creates a good image
of the hospital.
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Bhilai, Aug 06:
Admissions are open for
the academic year 2022-23
at the newly opened
StThomas College,Kailash
Nagar - a sister institution
of St Thomas College,
Ruabandha which recent-
ly won thebest college
award.St Thomas College,
Kailash Nagar is the latest
entrant to the MGM
Group of institutions
which is the oldest and
premier education society
in the city of Bhilai that
runs 35 institutions of
learning including 4 high-
er educational institu-
tions.

All these institutions
have been pioneered and
nurtured by HG Dr
Stephanos Mar

Theodosius of Blessed
Memory and is presently
under the stewardship of
HG Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, Metropolitan
of the Calcutta Diocese.

St Thomas College,
Kailash Nagar currently
offers BCom, BCA, BBA,
and BSc and plans to
launch PG and research
programmes in the com-
ing years. After the admis-
sion process has started,
the college has been re-
ceiving good response
from students especially
from this region.

The College takes pride
in providing a clean, safe
and green campus with all
the state-of-the-art facili-
ties. It provides separate
hostel facility for girls and
boys in its vast campus.
Students can also take ad-

vantage of the health cen-
tre, central library, can-
teen, well equipped gym,
ATM and student store.

The college also pro-
vides exclusive well-main-
tained grounds for Tennis,
Badminton, Volley Ball,
Foot Ball, Hockey and
Cricket and an Indoor
Games Complex for ar-
dent sports enthusiasts.

The college has been ap-
proved by the Department
of Higher Education, CG.
Govt. and is affiliated to
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidhyalaya, Durg.
More details about the col-
lege can be obtained from
https://www.stcbhilai.in/
Students seeking admis-
sion may contact on
9039669887, 6261053548 or
by Mail to
stcbhilai2022@gmail.com.

Home Minister's birthday celebrated in a grand manner 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: A large
number of political leaders
and supporters gathered to
celebrate the birthday of
Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu on
Saturday. The birthday
bash had begun on Friday
itself. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Vidhan
Sabha speaker, cabinet
ministers and senior lead-
ers extended birthday
greetings to him.

A large number of sup-
porters and well wishers
gathered at Sahu's resi-
dence in Meenakshi Nagar,
Durg. They congratulated
him on his birthday with
garlands, bouquets and
sweets. To make the occa-
sion a memorable one,
some of the supporters
greeted him in unique
ways. Many supporters cut

the cake on his birthday,
while others wished him
with garlands and sweets.
The excited supporters
busted crackers and raised
slogans. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Speaker Charandas
Mahant wished him a
happy birthday. Apart from
this, cabinet ministers,
MLA Arun Vora, Bemetra

MLA Ashish Chhabda,
Gundardehi MLA Kunwar
Nishad, Balod MLA
Sangeeta Sinha, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan and other
MLAs, Mayor and senior
state Congress leaders
reached his residence.
MLA representative and
former Chairman of

District Panchayat Durg
Keshav Bunty Harmukh,
District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav,
Janpad Panchayat
President Devendra
Deshmukh , Risali
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Keshav Banchor,
Neelu Thakur, State
Congress Legal Cell Vice
President Kaushal Kishore
Singh, IG BN Meena,

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, SP
Abhishek Pallav, officers of
PWD and other depart-
ments also reached his resi-
dence to congratulate
Sahu. Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu warmly
accepted everyone's greet-
ings and expressed his grat-
itude towards them.

Apart from Durg district,
his supporters from
Bemetara, Balod,
Rajnandgaon and Raipur
also reached Durg to con-
gratulate Sahu. Home
Minister's son and General
Secretary of State
Congress Committee
Jitendra Sahu, Bhushan
Sahu and Harsh Sahu also
met the people. Later, Home
Minister TamradhwajSahu
toured his assembly con-
stituency Durg Rural and
met the supporters at dif-
ferent places.
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Bhilai, Aug 06: PG College
of Nursing Bhilai
(Managed by Bhilai
Education Trust) as a part
of world breastfeeding
week celebration organized
a one-day workshop with
the theme -  "Step up for
breastfeeding: educate and
support."

The program com-
menced with presenting
saplings to dignitaries -
Principal Dr Abhilekha
Biswal, Vice Principal Dr
Sreelata Pillai, Dr Daisy
Abraham (HOD Child
Health Nursing), Anu
Thomas (Assistant
Professor Child Health
Nursing), Neha Singh (Asst
Prof Child Health

Nursing).
The theme was unveiled

by the Principal Dr
Abhilekha Biswal followed
by an informative session
on topic protecting, pro-
moting and supporting
breastfeeding. The session
was continued by Dr Daisy
Abraham and Rincy Mary
on topic breastfeeding in
hospital and community re-
spectively followed by baby
friendly hospital initiative
by Anu Thomas.

MSc Nursing students
also took classes and
showed videos on various
aspects of breast feeding
and conducted a short quiz
competition after the class
for students. BSc (Nursing)
3rd year students presented
a nukkadnatak for aware-
ness on breastfeeding. At
last vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Neha Singh.

The whole programme
was organized by faculties
of Child Health Nursing

Department of PG College
of Nursing which was ap-
preciated by the Principal,
staff and students of the
college. The session was
very informative in terms
of conveying the message
on various aspects of
breastfeeding that breast-
feeding is the best feeding
as it contains unique nutri-
ents and immunoglobulin
which protect the baby and
is the first right of the  baby
to have mother's milk.

Dr Anil Sureen of Bhilai
honoured with Dadasaheb

Phalke Icon Award 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: Dr Anil
Sureen, an Indian physi-
cian turned entrepreneur
based in Dubai, has been
honoured with Dada
Saheb Phalke Films
International - Life Style
Icon Award 2022. Dr
Sureen is a visionary en-
trepreneur, ICF Coach,
Mentor and Premier NLP
Trainer.

The prestigious
Dadasaheb Phalke Icon
Awards Film
International 2022 was
conferred in Dubai. This
award is given to the very
talented people in the film
industry as well as those
who work for humanity
and society in our country.

Born in Bhilai, Dr Anil
has been training and

coaching students, execu-
tives, CEOs and corporate
leaders across the globe to
empower people to suc-
ceed in life. Dr Anil prac-
tices in Dubai and India

(Hyderabad and Mumbai).
Their mission is to em-

power each individual by
developing a culture with-
in himself, and thus in the
society as well, and thus
creating the framework of
a good culture, where prof-
it and loss is not the ulti-
mate objective, but a broad
foundation of values, in-
cluding trust, hope, empa-
thy and love for others,
while working or support-
ing one another.

In his message, Dr Anil
said, "Dare to dream, find
your purpose in life, and
create your reality, be-
cause every human being
has the potential to do mir-
acles." Dr Anil's class-
mates in Bhilai including
Devender Singh Bhatia
and others have greeted
him on this achievement.

Printing & handing over Tax Invoices for
Road Dispatches at Exit Gates inaugurated

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 06: Printing
and handing over the Tax
Invoices for Road
Dispatches to customers at
Exit Gates of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was inaugurat-
ed on Saturday by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge, BSP in presence
of AK Bhatta, ED(MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED(W),
TapanSutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED(Project), Senior officers
and customers.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director Incharge, BSP in
his address said that the
new system would enable
loading of material in mini-
mum time. The system will
be more transparent, he
said. He congratulated the
Marketing and associated
departments for this new
facility.

Here it needs a mention

that this is one of the most
Important System
Improvement Projects un-
dertaken by Marketing
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant in line with SAIL's vi-
sion towards Customer
Satisfaction.The quantum
of road despatches handled
by BSP is  about 8-9% of
total despatch of Prime
Product i.e. around  27000
Tons to 30000 T  and 1.5 to 2
lakhs  Tons of Secondary

Products per month. This
requires movement of
about 450 to 500 plus Truck
/ Trailers per day through
Boria Gate, Rolling Mill
Gate, Maroda Gate and
Canal Gate. Customers and
Officials of BSP & CISF are
struggling daily for such
herculean tasks.

To ease out this daily cri-
sis, several steps were
taken. However, the final
idea of handing over the

documents at the exit gate
for road despatches was
suggested by Director
Incharge, BSP and to imple-
ment this idea this project
has been undertaken. To
begin with, this will be im-
plemented at Rolling Mill
and Boria gate.

The  benefits of this proj-
ect will be immense to-
wards customer satisfac-
tion i.e Single window for
all documentation(s) wrt

road dispatch, reducing the
vehicle holding time inside
the plant and  ease of con-
gestion at gates. Further it
will improve BSP's logistics
and thereby help in en-
hancing material dispatch
from BSP. The entire activi-
ties will be operated
through Marketing
Department, BSP in asso-
ciation with M&U,
Services and with software
support from C&IT.
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Bhilai, Aug 06: Police
have arrested five suspects
in connection with a mur-
der case. The victim was
beaten by sticks at
Khursipar on July 30.
Later he succumbed to his
injuries at the hospital on
August 06. In the mean-
while, police had lodged an
FIR on the basis of the
statement given by the in-
jured victim.

The deceased was Vivek
Yadav (30) son of
Ramprasad Yadav a resi-
dent of Zone 02 Khursipar.
He was a driver by profes-
sion and was returning
home around midnight on
July 30 when the incident
occurred. Three unidenti-
fied ruffians intercepted
him near Bapu Nagar
country liquor shop.

Using abusive words,
the ruffians attacked him
with sticks and escaped
from the spot. On the vic-
tim's complaint, an FIR
was lodged under section
294, 506,323, 34 of IPC.
Police got the medical ex-
amination done after
which investigation was

launched.
During the investiga-

tion, the Khursipar police
reached the crime scene
and interrogated the near-
by people and passersby.

Due to deteriorating
health of the victim, the
family members admitted
him to Shankaracharya

Hospital for treatment.
Later he was referred to
AIIMS Raipur, where he
died during treatment on
August 06.

On the basis of the tip
off provided by informers
as well as statement of the
witnesses, police have
rounded up five ruffians
including two juveniles.

The suspects are identi-
fied as Sahil Hussain (23)
son of Sahadat Hussain a
resident of Balaji Nagar
Khursipar; Alok Nigam
(21) son of Vinod Prasad a
resident of Bapu Nagar
Khursipar; Raj Sahni (19)
son of Rajesh Sahni a resi-
dent of Bapu Nagar,
Khursipar and two juve-
niles. On receipt of the PM
report from the hospital,
legal action is being taken
by adding section 302 of
IPC to the case.

Five suspects held in driver’s murder case 

Admission for UG courses start in
St Thomas College, KailashNagar

Collector instructs to open two additional
counters for OPD registration

Patients complain of cleanliness in washrooms
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CRGB inaugurates ‘Tiranga Abhiyan’

Raipur, Aug 06:
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank (CRGB),
Head Office, Raipur under
the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, inaugurated the
‘Tiranga Abhiyan’. The in-
auguration was done by
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, President
I.K. Gohil. Amidst the
cheers of ‘Bharat Mata Ki
Jai’, Chairman I.K. Gohil
saluted the brave matryrs
who have lost their life for

Independence.
On this great festival of

independence, various
programs and competi-
tions will be organised in
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Bank head office. On this
occasion General

Manager Mr. AK Behera,
Vijay Agarwal, Arvind
Mittal and Assistant
General Manager  Satish
Kashyap and a large num-
ber of staff and employees
of Head Office were 
present.

Collector inspects commercial complex being built in Shastri Market
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 06: Collector
Dr. Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure on Saturday inspect-
ed the commercial complex
being constructed at a cost
of more than 17 crore at
Shastri Market here. He
told the officials that the
construction work should
be done in perfect quality
as well as the time limit
should also be kept in
mind. Smart city officials
said that the commercial
complex will have a total of
4 floors. There will be 21
shops in each floor and
parking will be arranged in
the basement. The entire
construction work is likely
to be completed by June

2023. On this occasion,
Commissioner of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
and MD of Smart City
Raipur, Mayank
Chaturvedi and officers of

the concerned department
were present. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure on Saturday directed
the officials after observing
the construction works

being done in Dabri Talab
of Telibandha, Halka Talab
of Math Purena and Aarchi
Talab in Bhatagaon. For
the beautification of the
ponds and the use of the

ponds of the common citi-
zens, the work of construc-
tion of pathways, construc-
tion of ghat, boundary wall
electric pole and landscape
etc. is being done. The
Collector instructed the of-
ficers present to complete
the quality work within the
time limit. Construction
work is being done in
Aarchi Talab at a cost of
Rs. 3.46 crore, in Halka
Talab, Rs. 2.46 crore and in
Dabri Talab at a cost of Rs
1.97 crore. On this occasion,
Commissioner of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
and MD of Smart City
Raipur, Mayank
Chaturvedi and officers of
the concerned department
were present.

HNLU Career Development conclave today
Raipur, Aug 06:
Hidayatullah National
Law University is conduct-
ing Career Development
Conclave 2022 which shall
be virtually inaugurated
on Sunday. The inaugura-
tion session shall be
graced by Sapan Gupta,
Global Legal Head of
Arcelor Mittal London as
the Chief Guest.

The 1st Panel Discussion
on “Getting to Law Firms
Unraveling the
Path”scheduled from 11
AM to 1 PM on 7th August
will have the presence of
partners of the leading law
firms as resource persons..
Saurabh Bindal from Fox
Mandal and Associates
New Delhi, Anant Kaushik

from Wadia Ghandy& Co.,
Rachit Jain from Lakshi
Kumaran and Shridharan
Attorneys New Delhi and
Ms. Manisha Chaudhary
from UKCA and Partners
LLP shall be addressing
the participants.

HNLU Career
Development Conclave
2022 is a unique initiative
which provides a platform
for a dialogue between stu-
dents, lawyers, policy mak-
ers and entrepreneurs.
The Conclave aims at
bringing the stakeholders
together for unfolding the
career prospects for the
students and to give in-
sight into the profession by
the practitioners and in-
dustry leaders.

During the months of
August and September
2022 the University will
host illustrious and accom-
plished professionals to
share their experiences
which would equip the stu-
dents to meet the chal-
lenges of the industry.

The conclave has re-
ceived more than 800 regis-
trations across India. On
the launching of the con-
clave, the Vice Chancellor
of the University Prof.
(Dr.) V.C. Vivekanandan
has conveyed his warm
wishes stating that it is
“Another innovative initia-
tive from HNLU which will
facilitate aspiring profes-
sionals with a road map for
their career”.

Distribution of study material to the meritorious students 
Raipur, Aug 06:
Ashirwad is a social group
of NIT Raipur, through
which various social activ-
ities are done from time to
time. The most recent un-
dertaking, on 6th August
2022, was the distribution
of books to the talented
students of Government
Higher Secondary School,
Lalpur Raipur from class-
es 9th to 12th and the chil-
dren who had lost their
parents during Covid. The
books were provided in
their respective subjects,
for the preparation of
competitive exams. Along
with the distribution of
these materials, water bot-
tles and tiffin boxes were
also provided to the chil-
dren. This program was
organized under the guid-
ance of Mumtaz Rawani,

President of ‘Aashirvaad’
group. The program was
attended by all the teach-
ers, as well as the princi-
pal of the school,. Anju
Lata Saraswat. The chem-

istry teacher of the school,
Rita Sinha, made special
contribution in this pro-
gram. To make this pro-
gram a success, Dr. DC
Jharia, Dr. Moksha Singh,

Nishat Sahu and
Abhishek Khandelwal
have made exceptional fi-
nancial contribution.
Other members of the
group, Jayshree Dhekne,

Vinita Ramtekar, Ritu
Jain, Dr. Mridu Sahu,
made special contribution
in the planning of this pro-
gram and its successful
implementation.

PROs pass censure motion
against Sarguja Collector

Raipur, Aug 06: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Chhattisgarh Jansampark
(Public Relations) Officers
Sangh have passed censure
motion against the senior
IAS Officer and Sarguja
District Collector Kundan
Kumar over his derogatory
remarks and unacceptable
behaviour with two Public
Relation Officers (PROs) in
his official chamber.

Sangh at the Executive
Body meeting have also
unanimously taken deci-

sion and demanded imme-
diate apology from the
Sarguja District Collector
Kundan Kumar for his be-
haviour with PROs. Sangh
would also meet Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to seek protection from
him.

PROs have also opposed
the decision of Sarguja
District Collector to attach
the PRO Sukhsagar Ware
to the office of Sub
Divisional Magistrate.
Sangh President
Balmukund Tamboli said
that it is not appropriate
that the officer wants his
own publicity instead of
publicity campaign in
favour of state govern-

ment. PROs have also
urged CM to take action
against the Sarguja
District Collector for his
unacceptable behavior
with two of the PROs post-
ed in the region.

Patron of Sangh Umesh
Mishra, Principal
Convenor Sanjeev Tiwari,
General Secretary Alok
Dev and other members
were present during the
meeting here on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Sarguja
District Collector Kundan
Kumar has withdrawn the
order of attachment of
PROF Sukhsagar Ware to
the SDM office after the
complaint was filed by
PROs to the Sangh.

Munat goes religious way
to regain lost ground

Raipur, Aug 06: To encash
upon the Religious senti-
ments, the senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Rajesh Munat
would lead the mega
“Kawar Yatra” in his
Legislative assembly seg-
ment Raipur West to regain
the lost ground in last elec-
tions. Former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
too would join his religious
procession on Sunday
morning from Khamtarai
region to Mahadev Ghat
which would pass through
the prominent segment like

Gudhiyari, Pahadi Chowk,
Kabir Chowk, Telghani
Naka Over bridge, Agrasen
Chowk, Amapara Chowk,
Lakhenagar Chowk,
Sundernagar before com-
pleting the journey at
Mahadev Ghat later in the
afternoon.

Providing the above in-
formation, the former
Minister Rajesh Munat
said that nearly 15,000 peo-
ple would be participating
in the religious procession
from Raipur West assembly
segment. He further added
that Azadi Ke Amrit
Mahotsav celebration
mood would also be part of
the religious procession
with people carrying
National Flag with them.

Changes on cards within
BJP Organization
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Raipur, Aug 06: After
holding meeting with
senior party leaders dur-
ing his three-day visit to
Chhattisgarh after being
entrusted with the new
responsibility as
Regional General
Secretary Organization,

the senior RSS think-
tank Ajay Jamwal has
now switched his atten-
tion to New Delhi as he
convened meeting with
the Member of
Parliament from
Chhattisgarh at the offi-
cial residence of Union
Minister Renuka Singh.

While the central
Organizational leader
moved to New Delhi, the
speculations were rife
within the party circle
over possible changes in
Chhattisgarh BJP leader-
ship. Party insiders said
that the central leader-

ship would be briefed
with the existing political
scenario which would
take a final call in next
few days over strengthen-
ing the Organization
ahead of next Legislative
Assembly polls.

Meanwhile, it is learnt
that the new central
Organizational leader
has entrusted his key as-
sociates to prepare the
draft of organizational
strength in Chhattisgarh.
Several office-bearers
from Assam BJP have
been deployed to the task
by Ajay Jamwal.

COURTESY VISIT

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel paid a courtesy visit to the newly-elected

President of India Draupadi Murmu during his visit to New Delhi on Saturday.

Central
Organizational
Secretary Jamwal
shifts his focus to
New Delhi

p To take out ‘Kawar
Yatra’ in his con-
stituency today

Sangh seeks
apology from senior
IAS officer

Raipur, Aug 06: On the
occasion of World Tribal
Day, on August 7 and 8, a
traditional game of tribal
community, Madai, is
being organised. Archery,
slingshot, matka race,
gilli-danda, gedi-run,
fugdi (girls category), bil-
las (girls category),
kabaddi, rope pull, pithul,
race, needle-thread race

(girls category) will be
held at Swami
Vivekananda Stadium in
Kota. Under the leader-
ship of the Tribal and
Scheduled Caste
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, there will
be two categories for
boys and girls under the
age group of 14 to 18 and
under open competition,

competitions will be held
for women and men of 18
years and above. It is note-
worthy that sports compe-
titions were organized in
the districts from July 22
to 28. After selection from
district level, around 700
participants from 17 dis-
tricts will participate in
this state level event.
Under the Khel Madai
event, a cultural program
will be presented by seven
teams of backward tribal
groups at 5 pm in the au-

ditorium of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Government Medical
College on August 7. In
this, the Chief Guest will
be Tribal and Scheduled
Caste Development
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam and
Parliamentary Secretary
Dwarkadhish Yadav will
preside over the function.
Seven teams of specially
protected tribal commu-
nity will perform in the
cultural program.

Raipur, Aug 06: Under the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign, post offices have
started the sale of national
flag. It is being sold at a
price of Rs 25. The demand
for the national flag is such
that the stock in the main
post office has gone out of
stock. Officials said that
new stock has been or-
dered which will arrive by
Monday. Everyone wants to

join the tricolor campaign
in every house, people are
seeing great enthusiasm.
Along with the main post
office, the national flag was
also available in three
other sub-post offices of
Raipur. In the main post of-
fice Raipur, 10 thousand

flags were ordered, which
were sold in two to three
days. As per information,
national flag is still avail-
able in one or two sub-post
offices.

Rajesh Sharma, who
came to the post office to
collect the national flag,

said that earlier people
used to come to the post of-
fice to collect tickets and
other facilities. Now we are
getting our national flag
and it was unique experi-
ence to purchase national
flag at post office. It is
worth noting that under
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Abhiyan’, the tricolor is to
be hoisted in every house
from August 13 to 15. Stalls
have also been set up by
women’s groups to sell the
national flag in the collec-
torate premises. A stall has
been set up at Post Office
by women’s groups. There
is a huge demand this time
for national flags under
‘Har Ghar Tiranga
Campaign.

Post offices see brisk sale of national flags
Har Ghar Tricolor
Campaign: 10 thou-
sand national flags
have been sold
through Main Post
Office, Raipur

Traditional Sports ‘Madai’ to be organized in Raipur on World Tribal Day 

Under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0066:: Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Raipur organ-
ised Meeting with Industries
and BIS Licensee’s on August 04
2022 at Hotel Sayaji, Raipur
which was attended by more
than 80 participants from lead-
ing Industries and BIS
Licensee’s from the State.  

The meeting was Chaired by
Dibyendu Chakrabarti, Deputy
Director General (Eastern
Region), Bureau of Indian
Standards, Kolkata, who in in
inaugural address detailed
about the various activities of

BIS including the hand holding
activities for Industries specially
the medium, small and micro
scale industries. He also
informed about the various out-
reach and standard promotion
schemes of BIS including Manak
Manthan, establishment of
Standards Club at educational
institutes, sensitization program
for District Level Officials and
Public Authorities, creation of
Standardization Cells at
Government Ministries &
Industry Associations, BIS Talks,
consumer and hallmarking

awareness activities. He
informed that all services of BIS
are assessable through digital
platforms like BIS Website, BIS
Care App and different portals
like manakonline portal for cer-
tification related activities,
Consumer Engagement portal,
Lab Iinformation Management
System portal, ManakManch
etc.  He expressed his happiness
that all Licenses and stakehold-
ers are making use of such
Digital platforms and have
helped BIS to switch to paper-
less working environment. 

BIS organises seminar with local
industries and BIS Licensee’s
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Raipur, Aug 04: RapiPay
Fintech Private Ltd, one
of the leading fintech
companies in India, today
announced the opening
of its regional office in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
Taking a step forward in
the field of Financial
Inclusion, this regional
office will be RapiPay’s
first office in Central
India.

Central India is a high
potential market in the
payment services like
AEPS (Aadhaar Enabled
Payment Systems), Micro
ATM, domestic remit-
tance and POS solutions.
To tap on this potential
RapiPay targets to install
20,000 Micro ATMs/POS
devices in the region and
eyes a 20 per cent higher

market share by FY 2023.
Moreover, the fintech
giant is looking at provid-
ing bigger employment
opportunities in the re-
gion by hiring over 200
employees across func-
tions such as sales, tech-
nology, operations, and
HR among others. Pan
India the company will
on board 1000 + more em-
ployees by the end of the
current fiscal.

On the new office inau-
guration, Nipun Jain,
CEO, RapiPay said,
“RapiPay’s Raipur offi-
ceis our regional office
for the entire central
zone.It is a high potential
market for banking and
financial services. Our
new office in this region
is in line with our com-
mitment to grow finan-
cial inclusion to the last

mile in the country”
“With festive period and
Diwali approaching, we
are expecting our GTV
(Gross Transaction
Value) to grow further
through services like
cash withdrawal (MATM,
AEPS), Domestic
Remittance, POS transac-
tions in this region,”
added Nipun. According
to the latest RBI Bulletin,
the number of Micro
ATMs in the country has
doubled in last one year,
from 4.25 lakh devices in
April 2021 to 8.81 lakh in
May 2022.

It’s a growing and a
more cost-effective alter-
native to conventional
modes of cash withdraw-
al, allowing for faster ex-
pansion, and increasing
banking touchpoints for
consumers.

FDP launched in the Department of Physical Education 
Bilaspur, Aug 06: The in-
auguration ceremony of
the fourteen-day AICTE
sponsored ‘Faculty
Development Program’
(FDP) on modern trends
in physical education and
sports was organized on
Jul 27 in the Department
of Physical Education,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh).

The opening ceremony
began with bouquets of
flowers presented to the
esteemed dignitaries. To
participate in this pro-
gram, participants have
come from different states
from all over India like
Kerala, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal
etc.

The Chief Guest of the
function, Professor Amit
Saxena, Vice-Chancellor
(Incharge), Guru
Ghasidas University,

Bilaspur appreciated the
efforts made by the Vice-
Chancellor and the de-
partment for organizing a
successful fourteen-day
FDP sponsored by AICTE
and the contribution of
the teachers of the depart-
ment for taking the lead in
the maximum activities of
the university. He wished
the participants good

health and hoped that take
away many good memo-
ries from our university.

On this occasion, the
Special Guest, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chandra) mentioned the
importance of AICTE and
the efforts made by Vice
Chancellor, Professor

Alok Kumar Chakrawal in
bringing the fourteen-day
“Teacher Development
Programme” (FNDP)
sponsored by AICTE to
the department.

On the occasion of the
inaugural function,
Professor VS Rathore,
Dean of the Faculty of
Education, apprised the
participants about the

modern trends in sports
science. He emphasized
the need for e-sports in
today’s curriculum.

On this occasion, the
Coordinator of the pro-
gram and the Head of the
Department of Physical
Education, Dr. Sanjit
Sardar, gave information
about this AICTE spon-
sored faculty development
program. He also briefed
the participants about the
complete program outline,
examination methodology
and practical sessions
during the 14 days of the
FDP.

Sports kits were also
presented to the partici-
pants and mementos as a
token of respect to the
guests. The program was
conducted by Dr. Shalini
Menon, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education. The
vote of thanks for the pro-
gram was given by Dr. MS
Dhapola, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education.

‘Pension Adalat’ to
be held on Aug 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 04:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The
time schedule of the
programme scheduled
for  August 10th, 2022 is
EPF Pensioner - 10.30
am to 01.00 pm. The
venue is  Conference
Hall, 1st Floor,
B h a w i s y a n i d h i
Bhawan, Pandri,
Raipur. The concerned

pensioners are request-
ed to send their specific
grievance on or before
August 09, 2022 positive-
ly through postal mode
or by visiting office,
super scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the enve-
lope. It should also be
noted that the complete
PF Account number/
PPO number and other
necessary and relevant
service details/particu-
lars along with avail-
able documentary evi-
dences in support of the
grievance should ex-
plicitly be
mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are
requested to avail this
opportunity.

Agrawal Sabha Raipur’s general
body meeting to be held on Aug 28 
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0044:: Agrawal
Sabha Raipur’s general body
meeting is schedule to be
held on Sunday, August 28,
2022 at 11:00 am at Agrasen
Dham, Raipur. In the general
body meeting, the new office
bearers will be elected unan-
imously or on the basis of
majority. In case office bear-
ers are not elected, the elec-
tion will be held on the next
date. The list of members of
Agrawal Sabha has been kept
in Agrasen Bhawan, Jawahar
Nagar, Raipur for observa-
tion. In this, earlier time was
given for the members till
July 10, 2022, in which total
forms were received for
membership of 2750 fami-
lies, in which the total mem-
bers are more than 11000,

earlier the meeting of the
executive committee was
organized. In which the elec-
tion officer, Dr Rajesh
Khemka and Assistant
Election Officer Ramesh
Chandra Agarwal were given
the responsibility of conduct-
ing the election. The election
officer will conduct the elec-
tion of Agrawal Sabha in a
constitutional manner, in the
general body meeting of
August 28 , 2022. In this
elected, the president has to
be  selected, apart from the
president, the rest of the
executive committee mem-
bers will be elected later.
Above information has been
given by the general secre-
tary of Agrawal Sabha, Vijay
Aggarwal.

Adivasi Congress participate 
in dharna in New Delhi

Raipur, Aug 06: In re-
sponse to the call of
protest by Congress
against price rise and in-
flation, Adivasi Congress
members from Raipur led
by its district president
Bhavani Markam reached
Delhi on August 05. Under
the leadership of Adivasi
Congress National
President  Shivaji Rao
Munge and CPCC presi-
dent Mohan Markam,
Adivasi Congress in about
200 in number reached
Jantar Mantar dharna
spot. Even after police
have sealed AICC head-

quarters, CPCC Congress
members were successful
in reaching dharna spot.
Those present include
Pawan Ratri, Koko Pahari,
Milin Gautam, Nitin Potai,

Pappu Baghel, Sohail
Khan, Nikhil Dewangan ,
Nitesh Nishad and others,
informs Bhavani Markam
Adivasi Congress District
President.

Somanpalli village of Maharashtra
knocks Ch’garh for help

Bijapur, Aug 06: Due to
torrential rains, started
first week of July in the
last month, in the floods
several houses and vil-
lagers of the
Bhopalpattanam tehsil
were affected, these all
were situated on the bank
of Godavari rivers side,
had caught the houses of
many villagers in their

grip. District administra-
tion and local authority
did survey of the affected
area and loss by flood, and
given compensation.MLA
Vikram Mandavi Bijapur,
District Administration
officials and other local
public representatives
were present during visit
to camp.

Meanwhile, people told
MLA Vikram Mandavi
that the distance between
Kandla, village of
Chhattisgarh state and
Somnapalli village of
Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra state, is on
both sides of the Indravati
river which can barely be 1
kilometre distance. The

floods have rendered about
300 families homeless and
people have taken shelter
with their families on the
highway and they should
also get help. On which
MLA Vikram Mandavi,
while introducing human
service, decided to go to
Somanpalli village in
Maharashtra and reached
Somanpalli via village
Kottaguda in Maharashtra
via Timed route and
reached the flood-affected
families and rationed the
flood victims. Chawal,
pulses, mosquito nets and
textiles distributed and as-
sured the victims to help
further.

On which the villagers
of Somanpalli thanked
Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi, while ignoring
the Maharashtra govern-
ment in front of him, and
the victims did not give
any help from the
Maharashtra government
so far and said that due to
the floods for the last
month, no assistance has
been received from the
Maharashtra government.
so that we are unhappy,
there is nothing to eat and
drink. The villagers of
Somanpalli were unhappy
with Maharashtra govern-
ment ignoring and were
talking to MLA Vikram
Mandavi for settling in
Chhattisgarh.

On seeing generosi-
ty and humanity of
MLA Mandavi

Assurance and
cooperation were
further encouraged
by distributing
ration and clothes
to the flood victims

Seven year old
stabbed by abductors
On failing to abduct him

Raipur, Aug 04: Failing
to abduct a seven year
old from Tikrapara area
in capital city, the ac-
cused stabbed the child
and ran away. The minor
attacked in this incident
was admitted in serious
conditions in a private
hospital. The CCTV
footage of the incident
has come forward and
this entire incident is
that of Tikrapara
Thana. The police
reached the site and is
investigating into the
matter.

RapiPay opens regional
office in Raipur

A farmer by birth, an
industrialist by action, a
social worker by heart,
Bauji Omprakash Jindal
left an indelible mark in
every walk of life and be-
came a source of inspira-
tion for innumerable
countrymen. He was a
true ‘Karmaveer’, who al-
ways found a way to move
ahead in obstacles. His
courage, dutifulness, loy-
alty to the nation and soci-
ety is an example for the
entire humanity and that
is why he is always re-
membered as the leader of

the steel world, the pinna-
cle of clean politics, the
messiah of the needy and
the generator of social de-
velopment. Today, on his
92nd birth anniversary,
the whole country is re-
membering him.

Bauji OP Jindal was
born on August 7, 1930 in
village Nalwa, Hisar,
Haryana. His father
Netram Jindal was a sim-
ple farmer and his mother
Chandravali Devi was a
housewife. He had the
urge to try something new
since childhood. Once the
school teacher of his vil-
lage saw that the mind of
this student is more in ma-

chines than books, he told
this to his father Netram.
Be it the races running in
the fields or the vehicles
passing around the vil-
lage, the attraction to-
wards machines in that
student’s mind astonished
everyone. As he entered
adolescence, the spirit of
realizing his dreams
began to prevail in this
passionate young man.
His passion for machines
and technology further fu-
eled his craving and un-
easiness to find new ways
of working and despite
being brought up in a sim-
ple environment, Mr. OP
Jindal left only at the age
of 20 for India’s economic
independence and to cre-
ate a new history.

He became popular not
only at home but also
abroad by setting up a
pipe and socket factory in
Liluah. But he had taken a
vow to serve his native
land, so in 1959 he came
back to Hisar and contin-

ued his industrial journey
with a small unit. In 1962,
he established a pipe facto-
ry named Jindal India in
Hisar, where infrastruc-
ture is being developed in
many states of the coun-
try with the pipe manufac-
tured. Today this compa-
ny is called as Jindal
Industries. After this, he
opened a company named
Jindal Stripes in 1970 and
firmly took his steps for-
ward in the field of nation
building. Bauji  OP Jindal
became an international
figure by setting up com-
panies like Jindal Saw,
JSW, Jindal Stainless and
JSPL. The Bengal
Chamber of Commerce fe-
licitated him with the
prestigious “Lifetime
Achievement Award” in
November 2004 for his re-
markable contribution to
the Indian steel industry.
Renowned international
magazine “Forbes” named
him the 13th richest
Indian.

Lighted the torch
of education,
health, livelihood, 
empowerment of
youth and women

Realized the dream
of self-reliant India
in steel and energy
sector

Oath ceremony for the student Council

Bemetara, Aug 06: An oath
Ceremony elected student
council  was  done at  Allons
Public School (APS),
Bemetara by Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal in the pres-
ence of his majesty Jaideep
Vijay Nimonkar District
Judge, District Bemetara.
Thereafter, the elected stu-
dent office bearers expressed
their gratitude while promis-
ing discipline and fair treat-
ment in an encouraging at-
mosphere. The programme
was started  by lighting a
lamp in front  of the statue of
Mother Saraswati.

Addressing the swearing-
in ceremony, Jaideep Vijay
Nimonkar District Judge,
District Bemetara said, “The
more we smile in life, the life
becomes easier. The spirit of
being human will be mean-
ingful only if you work for
the conservation and promo-
tion of culture on the basis of

life values. Change is the law
of nature and it depends on
the environment and culture
that man has received, how
high he must have been. The
information and knowledge
in a subject do not determine
the marks obtained in the ex-
amination, but can be under-
stood by the way he lives. In
times of change, mobile or
any electronic medium can
teach us something but not in
totality. Principal Dr. Satyajit
Hota said, “These young chil-
dren will be successful and
skilled citizens of the future,
and every citizen is given the
basic rights and duties of the
Constitution and instills con-
fidence to commit to it.” On
the strength of which it is
necessary to have honesty
and clean character among
the heads of all the sectors
who lead the society and the
country. So, it is the responsi-
bility of all of us to cooperate

like a vigilant watchdog and
discharge the responsibili-
ties. Students will become
confident and courageous by
discharging small responsi-
bilities at the school level,
who will be able to take over
the reins of the country in
the future and give leadership
to the country and society by
occupying various positions,
this is also the ultimate goal
of education. The main objec-
tive of the student organiza-
tion is to  realize the students
about the responsibility to-
wards the family, society and
country by nurturing the hid-
den talent in them and to
prove their usefulness in the
world stage. ”

Finally, the Chief Guest
Jaideep Vijay Nimonkar,
District Judge, District
Bemetara was honoured with
an emblem of Ashoka  for
keeping this day unmatched
by Dr. Satyajit Hota, Principal

&teachers.
The charge of leadership

given to the elected student
soldiers for various duties
is as follows:

Manmeet Singh Rajpal -
Head Boy (Class-12th ),Gini
Thakur (Class-12th) Head
Girl, Sarthak Sharma (Class-
12th) Students’ Union
President Boys, JiyaSaluja
(Class-12th ) Students’ Union
President Girls, Nupur
Raghav (Class-12th) Joint
Student Union President
Girls , Arnav Sharma (Class-
12th ) Students’ Union
Secretary  Boys, Gautam
(Class-12th ), , Student Union
Secretary  Girls, Samant
Nishad (Class-11th ) Vice
Head Boy, Bhavana Kotrane
(Class-11th ) Vice-Head Girl,
Shlok Shukla (Class-12th ) ,
Discipline  Secretary Boys,
Mahi Sharma (Class-12th
)Secretary  Girls, Aryan
Baghel (Class-12th ) Student
Administrator Boys, Falguni
Kachlame (Class-12th),
Student Administrator Girls,
Hemraj Nag (Class-12th
)Sports Captain Boys,
JagritiKumeti (Class-12th
)Sports Captain Girls, Arun
Kumar Parate (Class-11th )
Sports Vice-Captain Boys ,
Ankita Kanwar (Class-12th )
Sports Vice-Captain Girls
,Shanu Dhruv (Class-12th)

OP Jindal: Leader of Industry,
Pioneer of Social Reforms
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Law Department’s
dates announced for
exam applications

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 06: The
dates for submission of
application forms for
Guru Ghasidas Vishwa-
vidyalaya, (Central
University) Bilaspur’s
ATKT examinations for
B.A. L. L.B./ B.Com
L.L.B. Even Semester
(Old CBCS/ Non-CBCS
Scheme) for the session
2021-22 has been an-
nounced as follows.

The last date without
late fee was from Jul 25 to
Jul 30. With late fee it is
from Rs.100.00 – Aug 1 to
Aug 4 and after Aug 4 it is
with additional late fee of
Rs.100 per day.

The examination appli-
cation forms will be sub-
mitted up to three days
before the commence-

ment of the examination.
The examinations will be
conducted offline

Spiritual Pride of Chhattisgarh- Bhoramdev 
Chandra Shekhar Sharma 

Kawardha, Aug 06: The
pride of the district,
Bhoramdev, the spiritual
heritage of Chhattisgarh,
continues to draw both
spiritual and religious at-
tention, all over. Situated
at a short distance of 18
km north from Kawardha
district headquarters, in
the middle of the quiet
forest, in the foothills of
the Satpura Maikal moun-
tain range, the temple a
architectural splendor
built by Nagvanshi rulers,
talks loud in beauty and
divine bliss.

The main temple is a
mixture of Dravidian and
Naga style, with Shiva,

Parvati Ganesh, Vishnu,
Kali, Pawan's son
Hanuman, Lakshmi
Narayan, Gajanandi,
given dominant places.A

fair is held in Bhoramdev
twice a year on
Mahashivratri and
Chaitra Teras and in-
spired by the fame of

Arjun Maharaj and
Bhoramdev, Collector
Siddhartha Komal
Pardeshi started the foot
march from Budha

Mahadev Temple of
District Headquarters to
Bhoramdev on the first
Monday of Sawan, which
continues even today.

For the last 20-25 years,
the Bhoramdev Festival is
also organized by the state
government on Chaitra
Teras, in which the fa-
mous and international
level artists of local and
foreign countries are in-
vited.

This site of archaeologi-
cal importance is waiting
to be excavated and is
eager to feed the precious
treasure hidden in its
womb to the modern
human civilization. The
place is a must visit for
spiritual enthusiast.

NTPC Lara honour
‘Safety Stewards’ 

Central Chronicle News

LLaarraa,,  AAuugg  0066:: In a bid to inculcate
safety culture to the last man of a
power plant, who is a contract
labour, the 1600 megawatt NTPC
Lara power station has felicitated
57 contract labourers engaged
under different work contracts. In
a programme Diwakar Kaushik,
Chief General Manager (NTPC
Lara) in the presence of Akhilesh
Singh, General Manager
(Operation and maintenance),
Rajeev Ranjan, General Manager
(Fuel Management), S K Roy,
General Manager (Operation), A K
Vashisth, AGM (Safety), Samir
Sharma, AGM (TS) felicitated 57

contract labourers as a recogni-
tion to honour their alertness to
avert any possible accident which
can lead to a big loss for the power
station. Speaking on this occasion
Kaushik reiterated NTPC's com-
mitment towards maintaining zero
accident at workplace. Kaushik
said, safety is a collective effort
and responsibility of each member
of this power plant everyone's
small effort to understand the pos-
sible threat and try to eliminate
the safety concern at the early
stages so that our workplace will
be an accident-free workplace. In
future also we will continue to
maintain this practice to honour
the safety stewards

Water crisis 
worsens in wards 

Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Aug 06:
Amidst heavy rains in
Gram Kareli badi, water
crisis in some ward has
worsened and this has left
ward-residents facing lots
of problems. The
borewells in ward No. 9
are not working for last
two days and this is con-
tinued the water crisis and
people are forced to visit
other wards in order to get
water. In the ward there is
pipeline under 'Nal-Jal
Yojana' and it has brought
relief as well. But the 24
hrs borewell are not func-
tional and it has further
worsened the situation.

The ward residents are
being supplied water from
a mini-tank nearby the
Market area and the places
where the borewell and

mini-tank are there, a pri-
vate school is functional
there and are purely de-
pendent upon this water
tank only. But for last two-
days, due to massive prob-
lems entire ward residents
are dependent upon this
mini-tank. At one place
where the borewell came
as gift to residents of the
ward, its non-functional
has left them high and dry,
forcing them to wander in
search of water. Even the
ward representative is not
so serious about the drink-
ing water crisis. On the
other hand, Sarpanch
Domar Sahu said that the
problem is grave and soon
the technical fault in
water supply would be
solved, so that people can
get drinking water and for
which we are committed
as well, he added.

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Aug 06: The
National Highway 130A
from Pandariya - Mungeli to
Pondi is in a dilapidated
condition. If the number of
potholes on this road is
counted, then the number of
potholes would exceed
lakhs, but the demand for
its repair was being made

for a long time, but none of
the officials or public repre-
sentatives paid any atten-
tion to it.

Jogi Congress (JCC)-J-
Youth leader Ravi
Chandravanshi told that
hundreds of bike riders
walking on the road are
falling every day due to
water filling the potholes in
the road due to rain, there-

fore to get the road repaired
a memorandum has been
submitted to Tehsildar
Prakash Yadav.

State President Ajit Jogi
Student Organization, Sunil
Kesarwani District
President Jogi Congress,
Aswani Yadu District
President Ajit Jogi Yuva
Morcha, Ranjit Verma
District President Ajit Jogi

Student Organization,
Chetan Verma, Ganesh
Patre, Jaleswar Khunte,
Iswari Sahu Jittu,
Mantrambaghel, Moti
Tekam, Vachan Manikpuri,
Vinod, Kinkar, Atul,
Parama Nand, Anjor Das,
Rahul, Rameshwar, Deepak,
Suraj, Narottam, including
many Jogi Congress work-
ers were present.
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Bilaspur, Aug 06:
Carrying out the responsi-
bilities for the conserva-
tion and protection of na-
ture, the students of B.
Pharm. and D. Pharm. of
J. K. Institute of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Education and Research,
Bilaspur not only planted
saplings of medicinal
plants, but also took a
pledge to protect them.

The principal of the in-
stitution, Dr. Vibhor
Kumar Jain informed all
the people involved in de-
tail about the medicinal
properties of the planted
plants and told that the
state has very rich bio-cul-
tural diversity and de-
pendence of forest
dwellers on medicinal
plants for their health

needs.
In view of this, the gov-

ernment has declared
Chhattisgarh as a 'Herbal
State' in July 2001.
Students understood this
importance with great en-
thusiasm and showed
their share. The President
of the organization Shri K.

Khan ji extended his
greetings and best wishes
to all the students and
staff. Secretary of the or-
ganization Dr. Irshad
Khan and Director Dr.
Ashish Singh encouraged
everyone and motivated
everyone to promote such
activities in future.

Along with Mukesh
Dahire, the coordinator of
the plantation program,
Ayaz Farooqui, Deepak
Tandon, Shweta Dixena,
Sarika Tiwari, Kahkasha
Parveen, Sanchita Gupta,
Sandeep Nayak and
Amardas Jangde were also
present.

Teacher shortage creating
resentment among parents

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Aug 06:
Government primary and
secondary schools operat-
ing in Borjhara of Kurud
block, has been reeling
under shortage of teach-
ers for five consecutive
years.

The President and
Sarpanch of the School
Development Committee
have applied to the offi-
cials of the Education
Department to make
arrangements for the
teacher continuously, but
in last five years, the
arrangement of the
teacher has not been done
so far. It is noteworthy that
in this school the current
registered number is 107
in the primary depart-
ment and 73 children are
studying in the secondary
school.

According to the setup

issued by the Education
Department, one teacher
is to be appointed in 30
children, according to this,
four teachers should be
posted in the primary
school.

But for the last five
years, only three teachers
are taking care of the
school, due to which the
teachers have to face a lot

of difficulties in running
the school.

Manoj Kumar Sahu,
chairman of the school de-
velopment committee and
sarpanch Mahendra Sahu
said that many times a
proposal has been sent to
the BEO and DEO regard-
ing the teacher, but till
now the teacher has not
been arranged.

In this regard the par-
ents association has de-
manded the appointment
of teacher's in the block at
the earliest. As per infor-
mation, Borjhara School
comes under Korra cluster
while two surplus teach-
ers posted in Korra have
been sent to other clusters,
leading to shortage of
teachers.

Devotees throng swinging
Sawan Jhula in temple

Central Chronicle News

Kareli badi, Aug 06:
Greenery is everywhere in
the month of Sawan, due
to which the atmosphere
fascinates. In the Radha
Krishna temple of Radha
Krishna temple village
Kareli badi, there is a

crowd of devotees in the
temples swinging Jhula as
per rituals. Rajkumar Pal
told that the Sawan Jhula
Shringar was started from
July 31, which will end on
August 8. By seeing Radha
Krishna in Sawan and
swinging it, all the trou-
bles are removed, God's

wish is also fulfilled.
Jhula is of great impor-
tance in the month of
Sawan, for many years the
rituals of Savanahi Jhula
have been taking place in
Radha Krishna temple.
Lord Radha Krishna is
adorned every day and is
given a seat in the Jhula.
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SP inspects CRPF
CAF camps 

In Naxal affected areas
DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AAuugg  0066::
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari Prashant Thakur, here
inspected the check posts on
the Borai, Orissa border of the
district, and gave important se-
curity related instructions to ac-
companying officials. Strict in-
structions were given to keep a
constant watch on the Naxalite
activities and to strengthen the
security system of the camps.
The CRPF camp, CAF camp lo-
cated in the Naxal affected area
was inspected by the
Superintendent of Police, Mr.
Prashant Thakur, and there
after instructions were also
given to stop the smuggling of il-
legal paddy and narcotics.  It is
worth mentioning that since the
posting in Dhamtari district by
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari Shri Prashant Thakur,
Naxal camps and Naxal police
stations are constantly being
visited. Deputy Superintendent
of Police Naxal R.K. Mishra, S.O.
Nagri Mayank Ransingh, SHO
Nagari, Sihawa, Borai and offi-
cers of CRPF and CAF Camp
Bahigaon in-charge  Chouhan
along with other officers re-
mained accompanied the SP.

J K Institute students 
undertake plantation drive

JCC (J) submits memorandum 
Demanding repair of NH-130A

Of Karelibadi due to heavy rains

RAKSHA BANDAN CELEBRATION

A school student puts tilak on the forehead of a soldier of the Indian Army during 
celebrations of Raksha Bandan, in Jabalpur, Saturday, August 06.

US singer Mary Millben to attend
I-Day celebrations in India

New Delhi, Aug 06:

African American singer
Mary Milben, known for
her moving rendition of
Om Jai Jagadish Hare and
Jana Gana Mana, is travel-
ling to India to attend and
perform at the celebrations
related to the country’s 75th
anniversary of
Independence.

“Following in the foot-
steps of Dr Martin Luther
King Jr and his pilgrimage
to India in 1959, I am hon-
oured to represent the
United States as a cultural
ambassador for the 75th
Anniversary celebration of
India’s Independence,”
Millben said in a statement
ahead of her trip at the invi-
tation of Indian Council for

Cultural Relations.
Millben, 40, is the first

American artiste to be invit-
ed to India by the ICCR for
the Independence Day cele-
brations. She will be an offi-
cial guest representing the
US, the statement said.

“I am thrilled to finally
experience this treasured
motherland, celebrate my
meaningful relationship
with India and Indian com-
munities across the world,
and highlight the important
democratic alliance be-

tween the United States and
India during this important
observance of India’s
Independence,” Millben
said.

“As I prepare for my first
trip to India, my heart’s sen-
timents echo Dr King’s
words, ‘to other countries, I
may go as a tourist, but to
India, I come as a pilgrim,’”
she said.

Accompanied by Priya
Samant, co-founder/CEO of
NFT global company
Abris.io and a strategic ad-
visor on US-India relations,
Millben will also perform in
India for the first time, mak-
ing an appearance at the
Indiaspora Global Forum to
celebrate 75th year of the
country’s Independence and
10th year of Indiaspora.

How You Make Friends

F riends are an integral part
of our lives. Nurturing

social connections and enrich-
ing deep friendships is what
makes us human, making life a
little more tolerable and a lot
more enjoyable.

In fact, being a part of a
close-knit circle heightens our
life expectancy. According to
recent research, people with
strong social ties are 50% more
likely to live longer. Yet, adults
find it difficult to make friends.
Limited social interactions,
reserved demeanor, and shy-
ness can curtail your odds of
establishing deep and mean-
ingful relationships. Thanks to
Astrology, you can now know
your unique strengths which
will open the doors to promis-
ing, sincere, and long-lasting
bonds.

AArriieess--The positive aura and
ambition of Aries keep people
hooked. This fire sign faces no
difficulty in making friends.
With their frank nature and
bold attitude, the ram can
make people feel as if they are
their best friends in the first
meeting itself. However, their
short temper and impatience
can drive the faint-hearted
away.

TTaauurruuss--Represented by the
bull, Taurus provides stability
and warmth to those around
them. Unfortunately, these ter-
rific qualities of the earth sign
can make people take advan-
tage of them. Being cheated

and heartbroken in the past,
Taurus takes great precautions
before allowing people into
their lives. Keeping their preju-
dices aside can flood their
social life with people from all
walks of existence. 

GGeemmiinnii--You will never see
the social queens and kings of
the zodiac struggle in mingling
with people. These social crea-
tures are filled with rejuvenat-
ing energy after meeting new
people. Thus, making friends is
an undeniable requirement in
their world. Their super
strength is their ability to gen-
uinely listen to others, not only
initiate but also hold conversa-
tions, and crack some pretty
lame but funny jokes. 

CCaanncceerr--Cancerians are intu-
itive beings who trust their
guts before allowing someone
to be their friend. They seem
reserved and are judgemental
before considering you a part
of their group. But once you
enter their circle, they will spoil
you rotten. Given their nurtur-
ing qualities, everyone
deserves a in their life.

LLeeoo--It can be a cinema hall
or the gym, a Leo can be seen
exchanging greetings and high-
fiving people everywhere. It’s
effortless for them to impress
people with their optimistic
charm and warm gaze. Their
most desirable quality is that
they will hype you up and moti-
vate you to come out of your
comfort zone.  

VViirrggoo--The earth sign is a
perfectionist obsessed with
having control and doing things
right. Perfectionism doesn’t
spare them even in their pur-
suit of finding and making
friends. They work as profes-
sional fault-finders who will
dismiss people based on their
first impressions. If they are
seeking cordial relationships,
they must keep their strict
standards a bit light.

LLiibbrraa--A person who has pos-
itive things to say about others
is always liked and wanted.
Thus, Libra is established as
the best friend of most people
due to their words of encour-
agement and calm demeanor.
Their balance and charm invite
a lot of people to be their
friends. 

SSccoorrppiioo--They know a lot of
people, but they have very few
friends. The mysterious sign of
the zodiac is either all in or all
out. Trust is important for
them. Otherwise, they will not
care about maintaining a
superficial connection with
you. To trust people, they ask a
lot of questions and once they
are convinced of your compati-
bility with them, you are going
to have a pal for life. 

SSaaggiittttaarriiuuss--The fire sign is
always moving from one adven-
ture to another and creating
countless connections with
people. Their journey intro-
duces them to unusual person-
alities with rich cultures. No

way they are going to miss the
golden opportunity to talk to
them and learn from their sto-
ries. It’s easier for Sagittarians
to gel with people but their
close friends are just a few. 

CCaapprriiccoorrnn--Capricorns are
reserved people whose odds of
having a social life depend on
their existing friends who intro-
duce them to new friends. As
buddies, they are loyal, trust-
worthy, and available in all your
good and bad times.
Generating the will to take the
initiative and introduce them-
selves to strangers is going to
be a game-changer

AAqquuaarriiuuss--In the presence of
the least judgemental zodiac,
people feel safe and at home.
Philanthropic activities and
revolutionary thoughts rule
their mind. On the way, they
meet many new people but
don’t put in over-the-top
efforts to stay in their lives.
Being a little more present with
their friends can create memo-
ries worth remembering for a
lifetime. 

PPiisscceess--Pisces trust people
easily. Because they are kind
and compassionate, they imag-
ine the world to be the same.
Sadly, the reality is sometimes
different. Yet, they keep giving
chances to even those who
have hurt them in the past.
Maintaining boundaries by
rejecting negative energy can
turn these delicate folks into a
happier version of themselves. 

High uranium in groundwater in Bihar leaves authorities worried
Patna, Aug 06 (PTI):

The high concentra-
tion of uranium in
groundwater in certain
districts in Bihar has left
the authorities worried
and 100 water samples
from ten districts have
been sent to Central
Ground Water Board
(CGWB) center in
Lucknow for scientific
analysis, a top official
said.

Presence of uranium
in drinking water is a
matter of great concern
in respect of public
health, CGWB (Middle-
East region) regional di-
rector Thakur
Brahmanand Singh said.

The water samples
have been sent for iso-
topic uranium analysis
through Inductively
Coupled Plasma Mass
Spectrometry (ICP-MS)
method which measures
isotopic ratios at a rea-
sonably high accuracy.
The future course of ac-
tion will be decided only
after getting the report,
he told PTI here.

Districts from where
the groundwater sam-

ples have been recently
collected are Nalanda,
Nawada, Katihar,
Madhepura, Vaishali,
Supaul, Aurangabad,
Gaya, Saran and
Jehanabad.

“The CGWB, publc
health engineering de-
partment of Bihar
Government and the
Geological Survey of
India are jointly working
towards quantifying ura-
nium concentration in
groundwater in the state
and also preparing a
comprehensive action
plan to deal with the sit-
uation , Singh said.

The uranium concen-
tration reported in previ-
ous studies in the state
will be compared with
the new findings.

The Bureau of Indian
Standard has not men-
tioned any standard for
uranium in drinking
water, while the World
Health Organisation
have set drinking the
water standards for ura-
nium in drinking water
as 30 g/L.

During 2019-20 the
CGWB had collected a
total 14377 groundwater

samples from shallow
wells water sources
across the country for
the quantification of
presence of uranium.
From Bihar 634 samples
were analysed and it was
found that concentration
of the heavy metal in 11
samples was beyond the
permissible limit set by
WHO, Singh said.

The analysis found
that districts where
groundwater had high
uranium are Saran,
Bhabhua, Khagaria,
Madhepura, Nawada,
Sheikhpura, Purnea,
Kishanganj and
Begusarai, he said.

Explaining its detri-
mental impact of the
heavy metal, chairman
of Bihar State Pollution
Control Board Ashok
Kumar Ghosh told PTI,
Uranium contamination
in groundwater is a mat-
ter of serious concern as
it is hazardous to the
health of those exposed.
High exposure may
cause bone toxicity and
impaired renal function
and cancer”.

The Board’s study too
found uranium contami-

nation in the groundwa-
ter in Bihar, he added.

It took one and a half
years for the researchers
to come to the conclu-
sion. Studies show that
uranium is a chemo-
toxic and nephrotoxic
heavy metal. This
chemotoxicity affects
the kidneys and bones in
particular, Ghosh said.

Uranium concentra-
tions are elevated mostly
in the north west-south
east band along and to
the east of Gandak river
and south of the Ganga
river towards
Jharkhand, particularly
in Gopalganj Siwan,
Saran, Patna, Nalanda
and Nawada districts,
the study said.

The study, which was
published in the
International Journal of
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Research and Public
Health in April, 2020,
was conducted by David
Polya and Laura A
Richards of the
University of
Manchester (UK), Ashok
Kumar Ghosh and Arun
Kumar of Mahavir
Cancer Sansthan, Patna.

Varun Gandhi takes ‘muft ki revdi’ swipe at govt
New Delhi, Aug 06:

Bharatiya Janata Party
MP Varun Gandhi took a
swipe at the government
on Saturday over Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“muft ke revdi” (freebies)
comment, saying loans up
to Rs 10 lakh crore of cor-
rupt businessmen were
waived in the last five
years.

Mehul Choksi and Rishi
Agarwal top the list of
those who received “muft
ki revdi”, Gandhi said in a
tweet in Hindi, sharing a
government reply in
Parliament about the top
10 defaulter firms. Choksi
and Agarwal are associat-

ed with two of those firms.
“The same Parliament

that expects the poor to ex-
press thanks at receiving
five kg grains also says bad
loans of Rs 10 lakh crore of
corrupt businessmen have
been waived in the last five

years. Who has the first
right over the government
treasury?” Gandhi asked.

He was apparently refer-
ring to another Bharatiya
Janata Party MP’s re-
marks during a debate in
Parliament that Modi has
been providing free food-
grains to 80 crore poor peo-
ple since the COVID-19 out-
break. The government de-
serves praise for this, the
MP had said.

The prime minister
stirred a debate recently
by criticising some politi-
cal parties for offering
“muft ki revdi” for elec-
toral gains. This is very
harmful for the country’s
development, he had said.

Google launches ‘India Ki Udaan’ to mark
75 years of country’s independence

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI):

Capturing the mile-
stones the country has
achieved in its 75-year
journey since independ-
ence, software major
Google has unveiled an
online project, drawing
from rich archives and
featuring artistic illustra-
tions to tell the story of
India.

The project — “India ki
Udaan” — executed by
Google Arts and Culture
celebrates the achieve-
ments of the country and
is “themed on the unwa-
vering and undying spirit
of India over these past 75
years”.

It was officially
launched at a glittering
event held at the Sunder
Nursery here on Friday in
the presence of Union
Culture and Tourism
Minister G Kishan Reddy
and senior officials of the
culture ministry and
Google.

As part of the country-
wide celebrations to com-
memorate 75 years of in-
dependence, Google also

announced its collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Culture focused “on
reaching informative on-
line content that showcas-
es the contributions of
Indians and the evolution
of India since 1947 to sup-
port the government’s
year-long ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ programme”,
the software giant said in
a statement.

It also announced that
its popular Doodle4Google
contest for 2022, themed
on “In the next 25 years,
my India will...”, is now

open for entries to the stu-
dents of Classes 1-10.

“The winner of this
year’s Doodle4Google will
see their artwork on the
Google homepage in India
on November 14 and win a
Rs 5 lakh college scholar-
ship, a Rs 2 lakh technolo-
gy package for their
school or non-profit or-
ganisation, a recognition
of achievement, Google
hardware and fun Google
collectibles. Four group
winners and 15 finalists
will also win exciting
prizes,” it said.

Reddy urged the Google
team to create a special
doodle on “Har Ghar
Tiranga”, which would
encourage its employees
and others to enthusiasti-
cally take part in the cam-
paign.

In his speech, the minis-
ter also said Google could
help the culture ministry
in digital mapping of the
boundaries of its over
3,000 centrally-protected
monuments that will help
in better monitoring of
the sites and checking en-
croachment.
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BRIEF

Roadside murder 
Mumbai: A 22-year-
old man was arrested
here on Friday for al-
legedly killing a
friend by hitting him
with a paver block last
month, police said.
Both the accused and
the deceased were
pavement dwellers,
said an official. Suraj
Manoj Tiwari (24),
who hailed from
Delhi, was found dead
with an injury to head
on J P Road in
Andheri West on July
24. Police zeroed in on
Monukumar Singh,
who knew Tiwari and
who was untraceable
since Tiwari’s death,
as the prime suspect.

Leopard electrocuted 
Shahdol: A leopard
was electrocuted after
coming in contact
with a live-wire trap
allegedly set up by
poachers in a forest
area of Shahdol dis-
trict in Madhya
Pradesh, and two per-
sons have been de-
tained in this connec-
tion, an official said on
Saturday. The full-
grown leopard was
found dead in the bush-
es in Kharpa beat of
Beohari forest range
on Friday, Divisional
Forest Officer (North)
Gaurav Choudhary
told PTI. On being
alerted, a dog squad
from Sanjay Tiger
Reserve was roped in to
find the clues, and the
initial probe suggested
that the big cat died
after stepping onto the
electric wire trap laid
by poachers possibly
for some other ani-
mals, he said.

School drop-out
New Delhi: School
drop-out rate is con-
tinuously decreasing
in the country at all
levels of education,
including primary,
upper primary and
secondary, the gov-
ernment informed
Lok Sabha on Friday.
Union Women and
Child Development
Minister Smriti
Irani said this in
reply to a written
question on whether
there was an in-
crease in school
drop-out numbers in
view of the outbreak
of COVID-19.

Rreveals ace numerologist Sidhharrth S Kumaar



HOT AIR BALLOONS

Hot air balloons fill the sky as they soar closer to the landing site during the National Balloon Classic, Friday, Aug. 6 in Indianola, Iowa. 
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Islamabad, Aug 06 (PTI):

Days after seeking US
help in securing an early
release of a crucial USD
1.7 billion instalment from
the IMF to Pakistan, Army
chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa has now
reached out to Saudi
Arabia and the UAE as
part of his efforts to en-
sure financial assistance
for the cash-strapped na-
tion, according to a media
report on Saturday.

As the Executive Board
of the International
Monetary Fund is set to
meet later this month to
formally approve the next
tranche of USD 1.2 billion
instalment, the interna-
tional lender wants
Pakistan to ensure it re-
ceives commitment from
its friends for financial as-
sistance, the Express
Tribune newspaper report-
ed.

It is believed that the
IMF has asked Pakistan to
provide firm guarantees
that its friends would pro-
vide USD 4 billion for its
external requirements.

Pakistan is in talks with
key allies like Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and
China to provide the neces-

sary funding, the report
said. When Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
travelled to Saudi Arabia
in April, he returned
empty-handed as Riyadh
had not given any firm as-
surance. The UAE was also
reluctant to come to the
rescue. Instead of provid-
ing loans, the UAE offered
Pakistan to buy shares and
assets.

Against this backdrop,
the army is believed to
have spoken to the authori-
ties both in Saudi Arabia
and the UAE for financial
help, the report said.

Pakistan Army’s media
wing in a statement on
Friday said that General
Bajwa received a tele-
phone call from UAE
President Mohamed bin

Zayed al-Nahyan during
which the Gulf leader ex-
pressed deepest condo-
lences over the tragic loss
of precious lives due to the
helicopter crash in
Lasbela.

It, however, made no
mention of any talks relat-
ed to financial aid to
Pakistan. The latest devel-
opment came days days
after Bajwa reportedly
spoke to US Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman in July last week
seeking Washington’s help
for an early meeting of the
IMF Executive Board.

Bajwa spoke over phone
with Sherman and also ap-
pealed to the White House
and the US Treasury
Department to push the
IMF to immediately expe-
dite the nearly USD 1.2 bil-
lion loan, state-run news
agency Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) had report-
ed, quoting sources in the
Pakistan Army.

However, the Foreign
Office had feigned igno-
rance if the two leaders
talked about economy even
as it confirmed that Bajwa
and Sherman had a tele-
phonic conversation.

Bajwa in the past acted
as a key interlocutor on fi-

nancial matters as he trav-
elled to the Gulf countries
seeking financial assis-
tance for the government
of Prime Minister Imran
Khan in 2018. It was be-
cause of his military diplo-
macy, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia extended financial
bailout packages, the
Express Tribune report
said.

The reason the army
chief had to play a role
stemmed from the fact that
other countries perhaps
were not ready to accept
the assurances of the civil-
ian leadership, it said.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and China in the past al-
ways supported Pakistan
in difficult situations but
this time they linked their
assistance under certain
conditions. Saudi Arabia
and the UAE are particu-
larly working in tandem
with the IMF and other
Western countries on fi-
nancial assistance for
Pakistan.

But with the army’s
chief outreach, sources
are confident that Pakistan
would get the required fi-
nancial assistance to pull
the country out of the cur-
rent economic crunch, the
report said.

Pak Army chief Gen Bajwa reaches out to UAE,
Saudi Arabia for crucial bailout package

Gaza City, Aug 06 (AP):

Israeli jets pounded mili-
tant targets in Gaza early
Saturday as rockets rained
on southern Israel, hours
after a wave of Israeli
airstrikes on the coastal en-
clave killed at least 10 peo-
ple, including a senior mili-
tant and a 5-year-old girl.

The fighting that began
Friday with Israel’s dra-
matic targeted killing of a
senior commander of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
continued throughout the
night, drawing the sides
closer to an all-out war.

But the territory’s
Hamas rulers appeared to
stay on the sidelines of the
conflict, keeping its intensi-
ty somewhat contained, for
now. Israel and Gaza’s mili-
tant Hamas rulers have
fought four wars and sever-

al smaller battles over the
last 15 years at a staggering
cost to the territory’s 2 mil-
lion Palestinian residents.

The latest round of
Israel-Gaza violence was

sparked by the arrest this
week of a senior Islamic
Jihad leader in the West
Bank, part of a month-long
Israeli military operation
in the territory. Citing a se-

curity threat, Israel then
for days sealed roads
around the Gaza Strip and
on Friday took out the mili-
tant leader in a targeted
strike.

Israel and Gaza militants exchange fire after deadly strikes

Smoke rises following Israeli airstrikes on a building in Gaza City. Palestinian officials say
Israeli airstrikes on Gaza have killed several people, including a senior militant, and
wounded 40 others. 

Manila, Aug 06 (AP):

President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr welcomed US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Saturday, the high-
est ranking American official
to visit the Philippines since
he took office, although the
meeting came at a delicate
time as ties between
Washington and Beijing have
rapidly plummeted to their
worst level in years.

There was no live broad-
cast of the morning visit by
Blinken at the presidential
palace in Manila on the state-
run TV network, which
showed a local agricultural
programme and later report-
ed on the the visit of
America’s top diplomat in a
brief newscast. Only a few

Manila-based journalists
were allowed in a pool cover-
age of the event.

The presidential office later
released photographs show-
ing Marcos Jr greeting
Blinken with a handshake
and the two huddled in a
meeting with their officials
where Marcos Jr mentioned
he was surprised by the turn
of events related to US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit
to Taiwan this week.

Pelosi’s trip to the self-gov-
erned island infuriated
China, which claims Taiwan
as its own territory to be an-
nexed by force if necessary.
China on Thursday launched
military exercises just off
Taiwan’s coasts and on
Friday cut off contacts with
the United States on vital is-

sues, including military mat-
ters and crucial climate coop-
eration, as part of retaliatory
moves against the US for
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan de-
spite dire warnings from
China.

I do not think, to be perfect-
ly candid, I did not think it
raised the intensity, it just
demonstrated it how the in-
tensity of that conflict has
been, Marcos Jr said based on
a transcript released by the
presidential palace.

This just demonstrates how
volatile the international
diplomatic scene is not only
in the region, he added.

Marcos Jr, who took office
on June 30 after a landslide
election victory, cited the vital
relationship between Manila
and Washington, which are
treaty allies, and US assis-
tance to the Philippines over
the years, adding without
elaborating his hope that we
will continue to evolve that
relationship in the face of all
the changes we have been
seeing. Blinken reiterated to
Marcos Jr Washington’s
commitment to the 1951
Mutual Defense Treaty with
the Philippines and to work-
ing with you on shared chal-
lenges .

Our relationship is quite
extraordinary because it is
really founded in friendship,
it’s forged as well in partner-
ship and it’s strengthened by

the fact that it’s an alliance.”
Blinken arrived Friday

night in Manila after attend-
ing the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations min-
isterial meetings in
Cambodia, where he was
joined by his Chinese and
Russian counterparts. During
the meeting, ASEAN foreign
ministers called for maxi-
mum restraint as China
mounted war drills around
Taiwan and retaliatory moves
against the US fearing the sit-
uation could destabilise the
region and eventually could
lead to miscalculation, seri-
ous confrontation, open con-
flicts and unpredictable con-
sequences among major 
powers .

Marcos meets Blinken in Philippines
amid US-China crisis

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (C) arrives for a
meeting with Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr at
the Malacanang Palace in Manila on August 6.

I nternational Friendship Day is
celebrated every year on the

first Sunday of August in many
countries of the world. The spirit be-
hind it is the same everywhere -
friendship and respect for friend-
ship. The philosophy of friendship is
very vast; it is the most important
part of human's life. One who estab-
lishes friendship without any insis-
tence and selfishness, aspires for
the welfare of all and new dimen-
sions of development keep opening
in his/her life. Life seems beautiful.
In this, there is no distinction be-
tween self and alien, there is no
competition and there is no bound-
ary line between big and small.

Despite being such a desirable
object, the question arises as to why
there is so much lack of friendship
between human beings today? Why
is there so much mutual animosity?
Why is there ideological animosity?
Why is there public sparring over
differences? Even after being wise,
prudent and sensible, why does
man fight every day? He/she nei-
ther sees with the eye of reason, nor
listens with neutrality and balance,
nor thinks and decides with ration-
ality. This is the reason why individ-
ual creativity is dying out. The feel-
ings of family co-operation and par-
ticipation are breaking down. Social
disintegration is coming to the fore.
Religious beliefs are starting to
weaken. Man has been counting the
links of the chains of selfishness in
the captivity of words, holding the
accepted concepts. In such times,
the bond of friendship infuses new

energy in relationships.
Well-known American author

Dale Carnegie has written many
books on the art of making friends
and they sell in millions. He has
written in a book – 'Take all my
wealth and give me a true friend'.
Giving the example of American
Henry Ford, he has written that - he
was once asked by journalists - you
have immense wealth, pleasures are
available, what do you miss in life
when you have all this? "Friends
were found a lot, but that friendship
was only about eating, drinking and
having fun. I have not found a single
friend who truly wants me and I
want him. This is a huge gap in my
life."

International Friendship Day has
more relevance today. This festival
started in South American countries
on July 20 in Uruguay, Argentina,
Brazil, on July 30 in Paraguay, while
in other countries of the world in-
cluding India, Malaysia, and
Bangladesh etc., it is celebrated on
the first Sunday of the month of
August. Friendship is a relationship
that you decide for yourself, where-
as all other relationships are made
by you. Just imagine how restless
you get if you don't meet your
friends for one day and try to know
their well-being as soon as you get a
chance. You can understand how
special this relationship is.

The technological age we live in
today has brought people very close
to each other. But at the same time
this technology has taken away
from us that time of relaxation
which we can share amongst our-
selves. Today, we have imprisoned
the whole world in our fist, but with
this we have become so engrossed
in ourselves that in a way we are cut
off from the whole world.
Celebrating International Friendship
Day is a worthwhile undertaking to
give new energy to such human
sensibilities in a new civilization and
new culture. Friendship is such a re-
lationship that in the present envi-
ronment, when the ground of
human sensibilities and mutual rela-

tionships is drying up, staying con-
nected to each other is a powerful
medium to make life happy and to
awaken magical feelings in the
heart. 

Friendship based on momentary
gain and selfishness is not really
friendship; it is only an identity,
such friends sometimes become
very dangerous too. For whom a
thinker has written – "Earlier we
used to say, O Lord! We have to be
saved from enemies", but now we
have to say, "O God, save us from
friends"! Friends are more danger-
ous than enemies. Friendship Day is
an undertaking to make friendship a
blessing, not a curse. This day pro-
vides a rare opportunity to develop
the attitude of sharing happiness
and sharing positive thoughts to
others, keeping personal interests
aside. 

The basic heart of celebrating
this day is that even though there
may be differences of opposition or
thoughts between friends, there
should not be any differences of
their feelings because difference of
opinion brings revolution whereas
difference of feelings brings rebel-
lion. Revolution is the knock of con-
struction; rebellion is a sign of de-
struction. The feeling of friendship
is the protective shield of our self-
development. Acharya Shri Tulsi
Das devoted seven sutras for this.
Friendship requires trust, self-sacri-
fice, non-attachment, tolerance,
forgiveness, fearlessness, coordina-
tion. This Saptapadi Sadhana is the
background of the meaning and
success of life. It is an indicator of
development. 

This Day of Friendship is inviting
us, with outstretched arms, to run
away and hold on to the trail of
friendship without hesitation. Life is
colourful, it is white and it is also
black. Sometimes this gamut of
friendship dissolves in tears as a
rage of life, and then somewhere
the noise of doubt arises. Friendship
enhances our resolve, our life ex-
pectancy and our compassion, but it
requires dedication and warmth of

belonging. It teaches us to live,
gives life a colourful outlook and in-
spires to live in such a way that you
go beyond yourself. If you can do
this then every feeling, every step
and every moment will be beautiful
and life will become beautiful alto-
gether. 

We need a companion of loneli-
ness, a ruler of happiness, and
someone who reprimands us with
love for mistakes. If all these quali-
ties are found in any one person,
then surely he/she will be your
friend. The friend, in whose relation-
ship there is no selfishness or de-
ceit, will always have your interest,
your development, your happiness
at heart and there will be always
passion and intimacy. Although
there is a rich tradition of festivals in
Indian culture and history, now in
our country it has increased due to
the increasing attraction and trend
towards International Days. 

Now every day there is some fes-
tival or day. We have made many
new or imported festivals and days
like Friendship Day a part of our cul-
ture and lifestyle. Friendship Day
means forgetting all the grievances
and strengthening the relationship
of friendship with the strings of
trust, affinity and harmony. In fact,
only those friends are called friends
in whom there is a passion for affec-
tion, instead of selfishness; such
friends are very rare in the world.
The friendship of Shri Krishna and
Sudama, Vibhishana and Shri Ram
is an invaluable heritage of history. 

Joseph Fort Newton said "people
are lonely because they build up
walls of enmity instead of building
bridges of friendship". Friendship
Day is an undertaking to make
friendship a blessing, not a curse.
We have to create new values-stan-
dards of friendship, establish friend-
ship in a meaningful way in life.
Friendship should be synonymous
with compassion; not love. Because
in love there is selfishness, there are
rites of attachment and aversion,
whereas compassion becomes syn-
onymous with charity.
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Beauty is not 
skin deep 

Dark people make fun of
them and name them by
nicknames like Kaliya,
Amavasya etc. There are
many people in this world
whose body complexion is
dark but their heart is
beautiful and honest.
'Pritam' is a film released
in Marathi with a story
that starts with a village
boy named Pritam. Pritam
has a dark face. The vil-
lagers call Pritam by the
nicknames Kaliya,
Amavasya, Andhera etc.
Pritam's father also doesn't
look at him as he is dark.
But Pritam is a very good
boy. He helps everyone in
times of distress. Pritam is
a milk merchant doing his
business nicely. A beauti-
ful girl named Suvarna
comes to Pritam's village.
Suvarna works in a bank.
Suvarna's mother is a
teacher who transferred as
the principal of the school
in Pritam's village school.
Suvarna looks very beauti-
ful. His friends, including
Pritam, fell in love with
Suvarna. Finally, Suvarna
was attracted to Pritam's
simplicity and announced
that she would get married
to Pritam, and they got
married too. It may be re-
called that some dialogues
in the film have taught us a
lot. In the film, Suvarna
said, "If the world was run-
ning on the beautiful, peo-
ple would not have wor-
shipped the God of Black.
People are attracted to
black hair. We have started
our first learning of life by
writing in a black slate."
Also Read - Unsung hero of
freedom movement: Hari
Prasad Mishra These dia-
logues have brought us
many beautiful messages.
In the end, it would be said
that the film Pritam
proved that even black
boys can attract beautiful
girls, and get married.

Sanjib Sagar Das,
Bhawanipur, Bajali

Tiranga Utsav 
The Ministry of Culture

honoured Pingali
Venkaiah's 146th birthday
on August 2nd with great
fervour by hosting the
"Tiranga Utsav" in honour
of the designer of the
Indian National Flag. A
postal stamp honouring
Pingali Venkaiah was re-
leased as part of the cele-
bration. The release of the
song and video for "Har
Ghar Tiranga" was also
the ideal moment. An at-
tempt to give us the zeal
and energy we need to cele-
brate India's heroic free-
dom war and 75 years of
independence! To com-
memorate India's 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence, the "Har Ghar
Tiranga Campaign" asks
people to hoist the tri-
colour from August 13 to
15.

Chandan Kumar Nath,
Sorbhog, Barpeta

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

D iplomats may view it as a courageous show of
solidarity with a liberal democracy threatened

by Beijing’s growing belligerence or a reckless, ill-
timed act of personal brinkmanship. But the factre
mains that US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi defied
the Chinese government and its allies in Moscow
when she went to Taiwan for a visit that was only
confirmed  when  her  plane  landed  in  Taipei, mark-
ing a vicious cycle of threats and defiance that risks
bringing the world’s two biggest powers into       di-
rect       military       confrontation. A miscalcula-
tion by either side could plunge a world, already
grappling with the war in Ukraine, into an even
deeper crisis, ending a seven-decade period of peace
over  Taiwan. India will  suffer  too. Any conflict
would  engulf the  South  China  Sea  and Malacca
Straits through which more than half of India’s
trade passes. Pelosi, the second in line to the presi-
dency after the vice-president, is the highest-ranking
American official to visit Taiwan, a self-governed
territory, in 25 years. China views Taiwan as  part  of
its  territory, despite  having  never controlled it and
has long vowed to reunify the island  with  the
Chinese  mainland, by  force  if necessary. Hence,
the trip could further muddle Washington's already
complicated relationship with Beijing as the two
sides differ over trade, the war in Ukraine, human
rights and more. Pelosi's visit is regarded as a set
back for the image  of Chinese  President  Xi, who  is
widely expected to get an unprecedented third five-
year term unlike his predecessors. Furious over the
visit of Pelosi to Taipei, the Chinese military con-
ducted a series of naval-air joint drills around
Taiwan amid  speculation  that  it  may  be  attempt-
ing  a blockade of the self-ruled island. The exercises
indicate that Beijing is ramping up its intimidation
campaign targeting 

Taipei in the wake of Pelosi's visit. It is the first
time the PLA has staged such amassive  and  compli-
cated  war  game  in  what  it deemed  a  de  facto
blockade  of the  island  with almost all the PLA drill
areas taking place across the median line that divides
the Taiwan Strait and also   covering   the   sensitive
eastern   coast   of Taiwan. Already, China is prepar-
ing new shows of force in the Taiwan Strait to make
clear that its claims are non-negotiable on the island
it regardsas a renegade province. After Pelosi's de-
parture, Chinese      Foreign      Ministry      spokesper-
son Hua Chunying said what she has done is definite-
ly not a defense and maintenance of democracy, but
a provocation and violation of China's sovereignty
and territorial integrity. One thing is clear that
Pelosi's Taiwan visit has infuriated China, which
views the island nation as its breakaway province.
China also views visits toTaiwan  by  foreign  offi-
cials  as  recognising  its sovereignty. Today the world
faces a choice between democracy and autocracy,
Pelosi said in a short speech during a meeting with
Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen. "America's deter-
mination to preserve democracy, here in Taiwan and
around the world, remains   ironclad,"   she   asserted.
The   Biden administration and Pelosi have said the
United States  remains  committed  to  the  so-called
one-China policy, which recognises Beijing but al-
lows informal relations and defense ties with Taipei.
The administration discouraged, but did not prevent,
Pelosi from visiting. Pelosi's trip has definitely
heightened US-China tensions more than visits by
other members of Congress because of her position
as Leader of the House of Representatives. The last
Speaker to visit Taiwan was Newt Gingrich in 1997.
China and Taiwan, which split in 1949 after a civil
war, have no official relations but multi-billion Dollar
business ties.
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President Droupadi Murmu with Union Ministers Piyush Goyal, Anupriya Patel, Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Darshana Jardosh,
Som Parkash and Ashwini Kumar Choubey, during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi.

Friendship: A bouquet full of happiness in life

MURMU MEETS UNION MINISTERS

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

T he first nuclear weapon
was used in August 1945,

after World War II ended.
Hiroshima Day is celebrated
on 6th August every year. Did
you ever imagine how devas-
tating the day was? This day is
considered one of the darkest
days in human’s life.
Hiroshima Day commemo-
rates the day of August 1945,
when an atomic bomb was
dropped on the Japanese city of
Hiroshima, and a few days
later, another fell on the city of
Nagasaki. More than 100,000
people, mostly civilians, were
killed instantly and for years
afterwards, from horrible
burns and radiation sickness.
Although nuclear weapons
were not used against people
after that, the USA conducted
tests in the Pacific Ocean
which involved nuclear and hy-
drogen bombs. This Day is an
opportunity to raise awareness
about the threat of nuclear

weapons and the dangers of
nuclear energy. Today the
atomic bombings on the
Japanese cities occupy an im-
portant places among the most
controversial events in the his-
tory of humanity. As early as
in 1954, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru,
the first Prime Minister of
India called upon the nuclear
powers to stop the tesljag.of
nuclear weapons. U.S.A.,
U.S.S.R. and U.K., the three nu-
clear powers of that time a
moratorium on nuclear testing
during 1958-61. The number of
deaths from the direct impact
of the explosion varied from 70
to 80 thousand people. By the
end of 1945, due to the action of
radioactive contamination and
other post-explosion effects,
the total number of victims
ranged from 90 to 166 000 peo-
ple.

Recognizing that there are
enough nuclear weapons to de-
stroy the planet, most nations
signed the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), agreeing to pre-

vent the spread of nuclear
weapons and work to eliminate
them. The world continues to
live in the shadow of nuclear
weapons. Nine countries have
approximately 24,000 nuclear
weapons. According to official
Japanese data at the end of
March 2009, more than 235,000
people have suffered from the
effects of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The number of deaths in total
is more than 413,000 people

(263,945 in Hiroshima and
149,226 in Nagasaki).

After more than 30 years of
nuclear power plants, there is
still no sure way to get rid of
the contaminated nuclear ma-
terials that are produced.
Thousands of nuclear weapons
remain on alert, ready to be
fired at any time. The world
nowadays is in danger of nu-
clear-conflicts. The Soviet
President, Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, and the U.S.
President, Mr George Bush,
signed the historic strategic
arms reduction treaty in
Moscow in July 1991 in order to
reduce their nuclear arsenals
by about 30 percent. The sign-
ing of the treaty has strength-
ened the world desire that the
mad race for arms should be
stopped as early as possible. It
is important to forbid the man-
ufacture and purchase of nu-
clear weapon or the nuclear
power states must reduce and
eradicate the weapon.

War Countries remain in a

constant state of preparation
for ar. There is also a danger of
nuclear device exploding and
annual war erupting because
of human or mechanical error.
What we need today is world
peace and international stabili-
ty. Unless the countries will fol-
low the policy of disarmament,
nothing good can be achieved.
Every country wants guaran-
tees of safety and the means of
global control for itself. In
other words, countries fear
that, by giving up their war-
heads, they will risk to become
weaker. The impact caused by
the nuclear explosion is fright-
ening. The rigid manner to en-
courage the reduction of nu-
clear weapon could be done by
an international ban toward
nuclear power states. Today
more and more people demand
a world without nuclear
weapons, and voices are heard.
This day has now become a
focus for discussions and
demonstrations against war
and against nuclear weapons.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

LALIT GARG 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki Day: 77 years of atomic bombing

Nancy Pelosi’s diplomacy

K erala, which reported below-average rainfall
in June and July, now finds itself in the throes

of a downpour, with its central region inundated.
As rivers are in spate and landslides frequent, the
prospect of a repeat of the devastating 2018 floods
— which swept away many people, houses, standing
crops and road networks — looms large. The admin-
istration has been quick to press the precautionary
button. It is evacuating people from low-lying areas
and vulnerable riverbanks to relief camps.
Learning from 2018, it is monitoring the discharge
of excess water from dams and reservoirs in tan-
dem with Tamil Nadu, which controls the
Mullaperiyar dam, even as NDRF teams have been
put on alert. It remains to be seen if the damage
caused by the rain fury can be contained in Kerala.
Meanwhile, this monsoon season, Maharashtra,
Assam, Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh,
which also witnessed heavy rains, have again been
found wanting in their flood mitigation efforts. The
National Emergency Response Centre has reported
over 1,300 fatalities till August 3. Unfortunately,
even as floods are an annual feature in one part or
the other of the country, our disaster management
mechanisms to reduce the resultant humongous
losses remain patchy. That the people undergo hard-
ships every time floods strike exposes the utter lack
of preparedness of the authorities concerned,
smacking of a devil-may-care attitude and impuni-
ty. It bares chinks in the civic infrastructure as the
facilities — roads, rail lines, sewers, power lines,
buildings etc — crumble under the onslaught of
rains. It is a black spot on the functioning of vari-
ous experts’ bodies which clear such fragile struc-
tures. Despite warnings by the IMD, most authori-
ties are caught on the wrong foot and unable to gear
up for the eventuality. An exemplary exception is
Odisha, with its strong and well-prepared ecosys-
tem. Prone to floods and cyclones, the coastal state
has built an efficient system of reaching out to peo-
ple well in time to help them shift to its huge net-
work of 870 flood shelters.

Flood-fighting inept

International Friendship Day - 7 August 2022
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Brand ambassador

Chennai: Meat and
seafood brand Fipola
has roped in noted
film actress
Nayanthara as its
brand ambassador, in
a move aimed at mak-
ing itself an estab-
lished player in the in-
dustry, the company
said on Saturday.
According to compa-
ny officials, a new tele-
vision commercial
and a multimedia
campaign with the ac-
tress would be telecast
in the coming months.
"The brand aims to at-
tract the meat and
seafood lovers of
India by assigning one
of the most talented
and dynamic person-
alities like
Nayanthara. Cinema
has always been the
heartbeat of India and
food lovers can easily
connect with their
most favourite movie
star...," Fipola founder
and CEO Sushil
Kanugolu said in a
press release.

Net profit drops 
New Delhi: The coun-
try's biggest lender
State Bank of India
(SBI) on Saturday post-
ed a 7 per cent decline
in standalone net prof-
it at Rs 6,068 crore for
the first quarter of the
current financial year
due to fall in income.
The bank had reported
a net profit of Rs 6,504
crore in the April-June
quarter of 2021-22. Its
standalone total in-
come declined to Rs
74,998.57 crore in the
first quarter of 2022-23,
as against Rs 77,347.17
crore in the same peri-
od a year ago, SBI said
in a regulatory filing.
The operating profit of
the bank slipped by 33
per cent to Rs 12,753
crore from Rs 18,975
crore in the April-June
quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal, impacted by
Mark to Market
(MTM) losses on its in-
vestment book.

Memorial Prize

Kolkata: Economist
Amartya Sen was
awarded the Muzaffar
Ahmad Memorial
Prize for his book
'Home in the World: A
Memoir'. Manabi
Majumdar, the direc-
tor of Sen's Pratichi
Trust, received the
award on behalf of
the Nobel laureate as
he is abroad. "I am
very happy that my
book has been linked
with the memory of
Ahmad, one of the
torchbearers of
Communist move-
ment in India with
whom I have family
ties, apart from hav-
ing my deep regards,"
Sen said in a message
read out by
Majumdar at the
function in Mahajati
Sadan. "He was a
close friend of my
cousin Jyotirmoy
Sengupta, whom we
used to address as
Sidhuda. Sidhuda, a
revolutionary, was
nabbed in Dhaka
train robbery and got
introduced to
Muzaffar Ahmad in
jail," Sen recalled.

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

Mining baron Anil
Agarwal on Saturday
made a pitch for corporati-
sation of defence manu-
facturing factories, as was
done for public sector
units in the civil sector
decades back, saying it
will unleash the true po-
tential of these compa-
nies. Agarwal, who built a
fortune by acquiring state-
owned companies and
turning them around, also
stated that the push for do-
mestic manufacturing of
semiconductors and other
electronic items has poten-
tial to create another
Silicon Valley in India in
two years. "We should also
look into corporatisation
of the defence manufac-
turing factories which are

operating at 10 per cent ca-
pacity to unleash the true
potential of these compa-
nies," he said in an address
at IIM Bangalore.

According to a copy of
his speech released by his
group here, he said corpo-
ratisation will help in cre-
ating thousands of jobs
and improve the perform-
ance of these companies
drastically.

"Global markets do not

want India to produce.
They just want India to be
a market," he noted.
Corporatisation is the act
of reorganising a govern-
ment-owned entity into a
legal entity with the corpo-
rate structure found in
publicly traded firms.

The main goal of corpo-
ratisation is to allow the
government to retain own-
ership of the company
while allowing the firm to
run as efficiently as its pri-
vate counterparts. Last
year, the government re-
structured the over 200-
year-old Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB), which manu-
factures everything from
tanks and armoured vehi-
cles to rifles, ammunition
and clothing for the armed
forces, into seven state-
owned corporate entities

to improve its accountabil-
ity, efficiency and competi-
tiveness. "We also import a
huge quantity of semicon-
ductors and semiconduc-
tor components which in-
cludes glass displays.

There are only four play-
ers globally that manufac-
ture display glass," he said.
"We have such a potential
that in two years time
there can be another
Silicon Valley created in
India.

The government is very
favourable and in time we
will produce cell phones,
laptops, television sets at
one-tenth of the price."
Vedanta has announced
plans to start manufactur-
ing semiconductors in 2-3
years. "We need to lever-
age our resources and tal-
ents.

Anil Agarwal pitches
for corporatisation of

defence factories
Mumbai, Aug 06: 

Mahindra Group chair-
man Anand Mahindra on
Friday said there is a need
to boost manufacturing to
create jobs on a mass scale
and take advantage of the
global factors that are mov-
ing in India's favour.
Addressing shareholders at
the company's 76th annual
general meeting here,
Mahindra said that there
are some gaps that need to
be filled in to take full ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ties arising out for the coun-
try. "The most important of
these (gaps) is jobless
growth. The Indian unem-
ployment rate is hovering
around 7-8 per cent, accord-
ing to CMIE (Centre for
Monitoring Indian
Economy). This is because
job growth has not kept
pace with GDP growth.
"Only 40 per cent of the
labour force that is capable
of working is actually work-
ing or looking for work. The

biggest sufferers are youth
and women," said
Mahindra.The country's un-
employment rate in July fell
to 6.80 per cent, the lowest
level in the last six months,
amid rising agriculture ac-
tivities during monsoon, ac-
cording to the latest CMIE
data. The unemployment
rate dropped to 6.80 per cent
in July from 7.80 per cent in
June, as per the CMIE data.
"With one of the largest
youthful populations in the
world, it's easy to imagine
the potential for social un-
rest if jobs don't grow along
with the youthful popula-
tion," the Mahindra group
chairman said.

Need to boost manufacturing
to create jobs: Anand Mahindra
̈ Take advantage 

of global factorsNew Delhi, Aug 06:  

Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) on
Saturday reported its high-
est ever quarterly net loss of
Rs 10,196.94 crore in the
June quarter as a freeze on
petrol and diesel price revi-
sion wiped away record re-
fining margins. A stand-
alone net loss of Rs
10,196.94 crore during April-
June compares with a net
profit of Rs 1,795 crore in
the same period a year
back, according to a compa-
ny's filing with the stock ex-
changes. During the quar-
ter, HPCL and other state-
owned fuel retailers Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC) and
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) did
not revise petrol and diesel
prices in line with rising
costs to help the govern-
ment contain runaway in-
flation. The basket of crude
oil India imports averaged
USD 109 per barrel but the
retail pump rates were
aligned to about USD 85-86 a
barrel cost.

Bengaluru, Aug 06: 

Japan Airlines (JAL) on
Saturday said it has now
increased the flight fre-
quency between
Bengaluru and Tokyo
from twice to thrice a
week. JAL currently oper-
ates the only non-stop air
service connecting the two
cities.

This additional flight is
another convenient option
for people travelling to
and from Japan and for
passengers connecting to
and from the United
States and Canada, a re-
lease said. The airline's
latest flight schedule oper-
ates three weekly
roundtrip flights, it said,
adding that JAL is work-
ing towards the original
plan of operating one
flight daily. To celebrate

the progress in the direct
flight from Bengaluru to
Tokyo (Narita), JAL and
Bengaluru International
Airport Limited (BIAL)
organised a lamp-lighting
ceremony at the check-in
counter for flight JL754,
and a gate ceremony be-
fore departure on Friday.
Karnataka Industries
Minister Murugesh
Nirani and Commissioner
of Department of
Industries and Commerce
Gunjan Krishna attended
the ceremony and trav-
elled to Japan on the

flight. We are very excited
to make this progress in
serving the community
better in Bengaluru with
more convenient flights to
Japan, and hence also pro-
viding greater options to
connect to North
America," Shinya Naruse,
vice-president & regional
manager (India) of Japan
Airlines, said. JAL oper-
ates the route with a
Boeing 787-8 aircraft
equipped with 30 business
class and 156 economy
class award-winning
seats, the airlines said.

Japan Airlines increases flight frequency
between Bengaluru, Tokyo

HPCL reports record
loss of  Rs 10,196 cr

on petrol diesel 
price freeze

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday reviewed the coun-
try's overseas trade sce-
nario with export promo-
tion councils and repre-
sentatives from industry
associations here. He em-
phasised on a 'whole of
government' approach to
boost exports and said this
would require exporters,
Export Promotion
Councils (EPCs), govern-
ment agencies and Indian
missions abroad to work
together. Speaking to EPCs
and industry representa-
tives, the minister said
that the government is
doing its best through var-
ious measures to support
Indian exporters to com-
pete globally. He said that

with Gati Shakti, the gov-
ernment is improving con-
nectivity and logistics.
The government is also ne-
gotiating for more FTAs
(Free Trade Agreements)
with important trade part-
ners. This will have a di-
rect impact on providing a
level-playing field in inter-
national markets, he
added. The minister urged
the industry representa-
tives to study FTAs and

identify the areas which
have competitive advan-
tage.

He hoped for an agree-
ment on a multi-dimen-
sional partnership with
UK this year. Goyal also
exhorted all the stakehold-
ers in the export ecosys-
tem to take the message of
'Har Ghar Tiranga' to
every nook and corner of
the country. He urged the
industry to unite and work
together to keep the coun-
try's flag flying high and
make this campaign a
grand success. Textile sec-
retary U P Singh informed
that the ministry is work-
ing with a select group of
private companies to sup-
ply 6 crore flags to state
governments and the
Department of Post by
August 12.

Goyal reviews overseas trade scenario
with Export Promotion Councils

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

The RBI policy decision to raise
the key interest rate will
"ringfence" the economy from
global headwinds and preserve
growth impulses, industry
chambers said on Friday. The
central bank on Friday raised
the key interest rate by 50 basis
points, the third straight
increase since May in an effort
to cool stubbornly high inflation
and defend the rupee. The
repurchase (repo) rate was
raised by 50 basis points to lift
the interest rate to the pre-pan-
demic level. The 5.40 per cent
repo rate was last seen in
August 2019. The RBI Monetary
Policy Committee has rightly
decided to ringfence the Indian
economy from volatility in the
global financial markets and
focus on bringing down infla-

tion for achieving strong, sus-
tainable growth, industry body
Assocham said. "RBI's priority
to target inflation would even-
tually help all segments of the
economy, building on improve-
ment in consumer demand and
pick-up in investment. Signs are
already visible in terms of the
marked uptick in credit demand
and other high-frequency data,"
said Assocham Sumant Sinha
said. Ficci President Sanjiv
Mehta said the uncertainty on
the external front remains on
fore. Nonetheless, the central
bank has retained the growth
forecast for 2022-23 at 7.2 per
cent which is encouraging. "We
further hope as inflation ebbs,
RBI will dynamically manage its
monetary policy stance and
continue to support growth
impulses in the economy," he
added. 

RBI decision to raise interest
rate to ringfence economy from

global headwinds: Chambers New Delhi, Aug 06:  

Two major banks --
ICICI Bank and PNB --
raised their lending rates
after the RBI increased
the benchmark interest
rate by 0.50 per cent on
Friday. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) increased
the key policy repo rate --
at which it lends short-
term money to banks -- by
a steep 50 basis points or
0.5 per cent to a three-year
high of 5.40 per cent to
tame high inflation. Retail
inflation has remained
stubbornly high at over 6
per cent for more than the
past six months in a row.

ICICI Bank External
Benchmark Lending Rate
(I-EBLR) is referenced to
RBI policy repo rate with
a mark-up over repo rate,
ICICI Bank said in a noti-

fication. "I-EBLR is 9.10
per cent p.a.p.m. (per
annum payable monthly)
effective August 5, 2022,"
the private sector lender
added. State-owned
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) also raised the
repo, the external bench-
mark, linked lending rate
to 7.90 per cent.
"Consequent upon an in-
crease in repo rate by RBI,
the Repo Linked Lending
Rate (RLLR) has been re-
vised from 7.40 per cent to
7.90 per cent with effect
from August 8, 2022," PNB
said in a regulatory filing.
Earlier this month, ICICI
Bank also revised the
marginal cost of funds-
based lending rate
(MCLR) by 0.15 per cent
across all tenors ahead of
the RBI policy rate an-
nouncement.

ICICI Bank, PNB hike external
benchmark based lending rates

Gurugram, Aug 06: 

Samsung Electronics will unveil
the next generation of its fold-
able smartphones at the Galaxy
Unpacked event at Samsung
Opera House in Bengaluru on
August 10.  Customers can pre-
reserve the next Galaxy smart-
phones ahead of the event to be
eligible for early access. To pre-
reserve the next Galaxy smart-
phone, customers have to pay a
token amount of Rs 1,999 on
Samsung.com or at Samsung
Exclusive Store.  Customers who
pre-reserve the next Galaxy
smartphones will get additional
benefits worth INR 5,000 after
delivery of the device. Samsung
has been pushing boundaries
and defying conventions of what
a smartphone can do. Samsung
believes meaningful innovations
go beyond technical, providing a
platform upon which our every-
day lives become richer and
more versatile. 

Bangalore, Aug 06:  

Melorra (www.melor-
ra.com), one of India’s
fastest-growing D2C com-
panies designing hall-
marked, affordable and
fashionable gold jewellery
for everyday wear has un-
veiled its Raksha Bandhan
c a m p a i g n
#CloserWithMelorra. The
campaign highlights the
timeless and constant
bond shared by a brother
and sister. On this day,
Melorra is making sure
that distance does not di-
minish the joy of celebra-
tion and gifting on Raksha
Bandhan.

From school days to
adulthood and even after
going their separate ways,

the love between siblings
stays intact. Celebrating
this bond, Melorra is
inviting millennial
Indians to make the festiv-
ities even more special
with its collections of
over 17,000 lightweight
and fashionable gold jew-
ellery options that can be
delivered anywhere in
India or abroad. Speaking
about this, Saroja
Yeramilli, Founder and

CEO, Melorra, said, “One
of the biggest challenges
for siblings in today’s
times is to be physically
present with each other.
Despite the undiminish-
ing love and support, life’s
commitments can make
meeting and gifting a
challenge.

That’s the gap we are
aiming to plug at Melorra.
Our customers can buy
and deliver lightweight
and hallmarked gold jew-
ellery inspired by global
fashion trends anywhere
in India or abroad at the
click of a button. Through
this campaign, we wish to
tell every brother that
Melorra can be whenever
and wherever you can’t be
physically present.”

Raksha Bandhan gifting
made easy with Melorra

Samsung to launch
new Foldable Phones

on August 10

Mumbai, Aug 06: 

The Indian diaspora will
soon be able to pay utility
bills and other recurring pay-
ments like fees using the
Bharat Bill Payment System
(BBPS), the Reserve Bank an-
nounced. The RBI made it
clear that the move is not
driven by the need to attract
more remittances at a time
when the domestic currency
is under pressure, nor it is
the result of its efforts to
minimise the spreads made
by banks while converting
currency. The Bharat Bill
Payment System (BBPS) is
an interoperable platform for
standardised bill payments.
Over 20,000 billers are part of
the system, and more than 8
crore transactions are
processed on a monthly

basis. RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said BBPS
has transformed the bill pay-
ment experience for users in
India and it is now proposed
to enable the system to accept
cross-border inward bill pay-
ments. "This will enable Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs) to
undertake bill payments for
utility, education and other
such payments on behalf of
their families in India. This
will greatly benefit the senior
citizens in particular," he
said while announcing the bi-
monthly monetary policy. In
a statement, the RBI said the
decision will also benefit the
payment of bills of any biller
onboarded on the BBPS plat-
form in an interoperable
manner. The central bank
will be shortly issuing the
necessary instructions in

this regard. "The margins
were definitely not what
came into mind when this
was introduced. This was es-
sentially a measure of con-
venience for NRIs and their
relatives staying here," T
Rabi Shankar, Deputy
Governor, told reporters
later. Meanwhile, Shankar
also said that the RBI has re-
ceived some requests from
lenders to open Nostro ac-
counts in light of the current
developments. The governor
also announced a committee
to study the possibility of an
alternate benchmark to
Mumbai Interbank Outright
Rate (MIBOR) based
overnight indexed swap
(OIS) contracts, which are
the most widely used interest
rate derivatives (IRDs) in the
onshore market.

NRIs can pay utility bills using
Bharat Bill Payment System

New Delhi, Aug 06: 

The Centre  launched a
common registration facil-
ity in 11 states and UTs to
enable homeless people,
destitutes, migrants and
other eligible beneficiaries
to apply for ration cards.
The National Food
Security Act (NFSA) pro-
vides a maximum coverage
for about 81.35 crore per-
sons. At present, around
79.77 crore persons are
given highly subsidised
foodgrains under the Act.
So, 1.58 crore more benefi-
ciaries can be added. Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said the 'Common
Registration Facility' (My
Ration-My Right) has been
launched on Friday, aimed
at helping States and UTs
in expeditiously identify-

ing the eligible beneficiar-
ies and issuing ration
cards to such people so that
they can avail their legal
entitlement under the
NFSA. The secretary also
informed that in the last 7-8
years, around 4.7 crore ra-
tion cards, involving an es-
timated 18-19 crore benefi-
ciaries, have been can-
celled because of various
reasons. New cards are

also issued by the states
and UTs to eligible benefi-
ciaries on a regular basis.
To begin with, the new
web-based facility will be
available in 11 states and
Union Territories on a
pilot basis. By the end of
this month, all 36 States
and UTs will be covered on
the platform. The 11 states
and UTs are Assam, Goa,
L a k s h a d w e e p ,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura, Punjab
and Uttarakhand. "The
purpose is that many
homeless poor don't get ra-
tion card issued because
for their livelihood they
move from one place to an-
other," the secretary said.
"At their current place of
residence, they don't get ra-
tion card issued because

they are not residents of
that place and they have
come from elsewhere. At
the original place, they
don't get ration card, be-
cause they are not living
there. So its a very tricky
dilemma for them," Pandey
said.

According to him, do-
mestic helps and workers
at shops-establishments
can seek help from any in-
dividual who can actually
fill their data and apply for
ration card. Once the data
is fed into the system, the
same will be shared with
the states and UTs con-
cerned for verification pur-
pose. "It is basically further
empowering people whose
voice may not be heard oth-
erwise to get access to what
legally is due to them," the
secretary said.

Govt launches web-based 
registration facility for ration cards

ACROSS

1. Hard metal

6. Smile

10. Picnic crashers

14. Stage

15. The ____ Ranger

16. Lure

17. Gambling game

18. Comfort

19. Voyaging

20. Understood! (2 wds.)

21. Genetic

23. Mother ____ (missionary)

25. Comic ____ Martin

26. Beer grain

28. Dictator

32. Logging leftover (2 wds.)

37. Self-esteem

38. Peruses

39. Feathery scarf

40. Memorize

42. Classified ____

43. Designated one

45. Tuber

49. Impersonated

50. Reef material

53. Comes in

57. Immaculate ____

61. Over

62. Band instrument

63. Cowl

64. Detest

65. Citi Field players

66. Prince Charles's sister

67. Shallow dish

68. Farewells

69. Monster's loch

70. High-strung

DOWN

1. Divided

2. Not these

3. Devourer

4. Respected

5. MGM lion

6. Happiness

7. Jungle sounds

8. Map detail

9. Wanted

10. Lessens

11. Space agency (abbr.)

12. Row

13. Hang around

21. Cease

22. Common contraction

24. Lip

27. Brass instrument

29. Bog product

30. Folklore monster

31. Quality of sound

32. Mouse catcher

33. Make over

34. "____ of Eden"

35. Janitor's tool

36. Mama's husband

40. Property claim

41. Small furniture item (2 wds.)

44. Uncork

46. Admittance

47. Shoe tip

48. Parentless child

51. Repent

52. Detroit team

54. Revolutionary ____ Allen

55. Sources

56. Buying frenzy

57. Grooming aid

58. Heed

59. Brief letter

60. Certain poems

64. Prone
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If you're single, you could feel a very
powerful attraction to someone unusual
and perhaps a little wacky. If you're
already in a relationship, you could
glimpse a silly and rather insane side of
your beloved you've never seen before.
This could be a bit disconcerting but also
make you laugh. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have you been looking for a new job,
Pisces? If so, you might hear of an oppor-
tunity from an unexpected source, perhaps
at a social gathering, if possible. This could
mean that someone unexpected brings it to
your attention, or it could be a job in a new
and unusual field. One way or another, as
weird as it seems, it's worth consideration.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you're single, Aries, love may come to
you completely out of the blue today. The
person could be standing behind you in
line at the store or sitting nearby you in the
park. Wherever you connect, don't be too
cautious. Move ahead carefully, but at
least get to know something about this
person before giving in to insecurity and
running the other way.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Some unexpected but very welcome vis-
itors could arrive today, Taurus. They
might bring some people you don't know
but should connect with right away.
Expect interesting news, fascinating
information, and a lot of laughs. Even
though you don't know for sure that
these people are able to come over, have
a supply of drinks and snacks on hand. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Gemini, who's that intriguing new per-
son in your neighborhood? What is it
about this new neighbor that makes it
impossible for you to stop wondering
about them? Quit obsessing. Get your
courage up and find a way to welcome
him or her to the neighborhood. Maybe
you'll find this person likable, maybe not,
but give it a shot anyway. Enjoy.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

An unexpected letter could arrive today,
Cancer, with a check enclosed, perhaps a
gift, bonus, or offer to make more money.
This might be a welcome break, possibly
coming at a time when you really need it.
If it's work, don't worry about the time
involved. You'll be able to finish it quickly
and efficiently. It might lead to more
offers in the future.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If you're in the arts or sciences, Leo,
sudden inspiration could cause you to
start or continue a project that means a
lot to you. Some friends or group mem-
bers could help out with useful informa-
tion. Your mind may generate new ideas
throughout the day. Once you've fin-
ished your work, take a walk and clear
your head. Watch a video. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Meditation, dreams, or visions could bring
amazing insights your way, Virgo. You
might find them too bizarre to believe, at
least at first, but follow-up research could
reveal that what you've come up with is
quite credible. Keep a journal of these rev-
elations because you might remember the
gist but forget the details. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're an adventurous soul, Libra. Are you
thinking about a little mischief today? Are
you going to propose that you and a friend
or perhaps your partner skip town for a
day and forget about work, chores, and
other routine matters if possible? You've
been bored lately, so who could blame
you? If you decide to do this, make sure
everyone knows what's up. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

An unexpected communication may come
today from someone connected with your
career, Scorpio. This is good news, but it
may be so off the wall that you could walk
around in a daze for a while trying to make
sense of it all. Don't agonize too much.
You've worked hard for and deserve what-
ever it is that's suddenly coming to you.
Think of it as a karmic reward. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected chance to fly to a far-
away place, perhaps at someone else's
expense, could come to you today,
Sagittarius. A group might be involved,
perhaps one connected with education.
Do you lecture or teach? If so, this might
be a chance to give a lecture in an excit-
ing place you've never been to before. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Some bizarre and rather silly dreams might
come to you tonight, Capricorn. They may
be the sort that is so crazy that you actual-
ly wake up laughing. Don't dismiss them.
Silly or not, these dreams are trying to tell
you something. Write them down the way
you would any other vivid dream and ana-
lyze the symbols in the same way - even if
they cause a few giggles.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he coming-of-age
sibling drama
"Kacchey Limbu"

starring "Udaan" fame
Rajat Barmecha and
Radhika Madan will have
its World Premiere at the
prestigious 47th Toronto
International Film
Festival (TIFF).

The 10-day festival is set
to be held from September
8 through September 18,
this year.

The film, directed by
Shubham Yogi with dia-
logues written by Neeraj
Pandey, celebrates the
spirit of sibling love and
makes up a heartwarming
drama. Commenting on
the occasion, Neeraj, who
has penned the lyrics for
films like "Ramprasad Ki
Tehrvi", "Kaamyaab",
"Moothon" and the dia-
logues of "Tryst With
Destiny", said: "There was
a specific requirement in
his film where he thought
he can use my 'writing'
voice. "I told Shubham
(the director) let's see what
I can bring to the table.
Thankfully, he was happy
with what I brought to the
table and later we impro-
vised it. "Initially, it was a
short part but as we start-
ed jamming on it and im-
provised it, that part be-
came longer and it is
something which has be-
come a very important
part of the film. Once peo-
ple watch the film, they
will get to know about it."

Radhika Madan’s
‘Kacchey Limbu’ 

to have World
Premiere at TIFF

T
he captivating plot,
stunning graphics,
and fascinating

characters of Sony SAB's
mythological show
Dharm Yoddha Garud
leaves viewers wanting
more after every episode.
The show features some
really interesting sibling
relations, such as Vinta
and Kadru's bitter rivalry
and the tight brotherhood
of Kadru's sons, the
Thousand Nagas. For two
on-screen brothers,
Kaalia (Ankit Raj) and
Takshaka (Angad
Hasija), the camaraderie
extends beyond the cam-
era. The duo is so close
that they travel to the sets
together and Ankit even
‘helps’ Angad with his di-
alogues!

In a candid conversa-
tion, Angad Hasija talks
about his friendship with
Ankit Raj, “Ever since we
met on the first day at the
Garud sets, me and Ankit
have shared a close bond.
He is a very sweet and
straightforward person,
and if he finds something

or someone amusing, he
will express it right away.
We've always done a ton
of silly things and
laughed a lot whenever
we've been together, my
time on Garud has been
especially enjoyable
thanks to Ankit and
Parul. We play brothers
on screen, and we have

the same equation and re-
spect off screen too. I con-
sider myself extremely
fortunate to have such a
friend in my life, as true
friends are hard to come
by.” Watch Dharm
Yoddha Garud from
Monday to Saturday at
7:30 PM, only on Sony
SAB!

Brothers both on and off camera!

S
ony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible has im-
printed itself in the

audience’s hearts and
minds not only because
of its heart-warming nar-
rative but also because of
its strong female protago-
nist, Pushpa Patel
(Karuna Pandey), a hard-
working and honest sin-
gle mother. Pushpa is cur-
rently engaged in a legal
dispute against her land-
lord, Bapudra to reclaim
her home and her hon-
our. Advocate Damini
Mehra, played by Mona
Singh, will assist her in
winning this battle.

The highly competent
attorney Damini Mehra
is well known for her
high success rate and her
equally high fees. After
learning about Pushpa’s
legal dispute against
Bapudra regarding her
lease agreements and
defamation, she decides
to help Pushpa fight the
case. Pushpa had un-

knowingly helped
Damini's daughter in the
past, thus she decides to
reciprocate by to this act
of kindness by taking on
Pushpa's case free of
charge. The Jassi Jaissi
Koi Nahi star Mona
Singh is highly ac-
claimed for her work in 3
Idiots, Kya Hua Tera
Vadaa, Kehne Ko
Humsafar Hain and
many others. After a six-
year long break, she is
back in the game, daz-
zling us with her portray-
al of an advocate in
Pushpa Impossible. Her
entry is going to bring
forth a lot more dramas
and twists in the upcom-
ing episodes.

Mona Singh makes
her comeback on TV

'D
arlings' director
Jasmeen K. Reen
has praised Alia

Bhatt and said that her re-
lationship with the ac-
tress-producer evolved as
they progressed.

'Darlings' stars Alia,
Shefali Shah, Vijay Verma
and Roshan Mathew.
Jasmeet still remembers
how it all began with just a
narration.

She said: "All of this
began with a narration, I
narrated the script, Alia
liked it, read it too. Then
after she agreed to play
Badru, we started jam-
ming. Before we knew it,
we were jamming creative-
ly, the bond was seamless,
respectful, and most im-
portant - the relationship
had trust." 'Darlings' is a
dark-comedy which ex-
plores the lives of a moth-
er-daughter duo trying to

find their place in Mumbai
seeking courage and love
in exceptional circum-
stances while fighting
against all odds.

Seeing Alia play the role
of Badrunissa Shaikh was
a dream come true as
Jasmeet couldn't imagine
anyone else playing
Badru.

Jasmeeet said: "Alia is a
director's actor. She is true
to the film, and the charac-
ter, nothing else matters.
My working relationship
with Alia evolved as we
progressed."

When asked if she pre-
ferred Alia as an actor or
producer, Jasmeet said:
"Both. Alia the actor al-
ways, I have to say, Alia
has the quality of encour-
aging and empowering a
director's vision. That, to
me, makes a fabulous pro-
ducer."

‘Darlings’ maker calls Alia
Bhatt a director’s actor

A
ctress Urmila
Matondkar has said
that she shares a

connection with actress
Janhvi Kapoor, courtesy
her late mother Sridevi, on
the dance-based reality
show "DID Super Moms".

While all the Super
Moms put their best foot
forward, it was Sadika
Khan and her choreogra-
pher Vivek Chachere's per-
formance to "Sapna
Jahan" that grabbed
everyone's attention. Their
act about Sadika's preg-
nancy journey left every-

one spellbound and emo-
tional. The contestant's
performance reminded
Urmila of the time when a

pregnant Sridevi was
shooting for "Judaai".
Urmila said: "Sadika, I
must say that you have

beautifully showcased the
whole journey of your
pregnancy in a very grace-
ful manner, but the real
hero of this act was your
daughter - Maera.

"I think this act was
complete only because of
her presence. In fact, this
is the same thing I was dis-
cussing with Janhvi when
I met her outside the set. I
remember, when I was
shooting with Sridevi Ji
for one of the songs in our
film - 'Judaai', she was
pregnant with Janhvi at
that time."

Freida Pinto celebrated
her wedding with a nap

US-based Indian actress Freida
Pinto, who married photogra-

pher Cory Tran in a low-key ceremo-
ny two years ago in front of just two
witnesses in California, celebrated
her wedding by taking a nap.

She wasn't interested in a lavish
party because the couple were more
focused on "building a life together"
than just one day.

"We're not wedding people," she told
Britain's Marie Claire magazine, re-
ports aceshowbiz.com.

Explaining she had woken up, cho-
sen a long-sleeved white Needle and
Thread gown from her wardrobe and
then gone to get married, she added:
"And then we went home and had a
nap." "For our brains and our souls
and our bodies, it was just perfect.
The focus was on building a life to-
gether, not just planning a wedding,"
she explained.

The couple, who have eight-month-
old son Rumi-Ray, now divide their
time between Austin and Los Angeles.
Recalling the first time Cory took her
to Texas, where he had spent most of
his 20s, she said, "I felt so at peace and
free."

Janhvi Kapoor, Urmila Matondkar
have a unique ‘Judaai’ connection
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Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

All-rounder Sneh Rana
showed nerves of steel by
choking runs in death
overs as Indian women's
cricket team pipped hosts
England by four runs to
enter the final of the
Commonwealth Games on
Saturday.

Needing 165 to win,
England were cruising
along at 132 for 3. The
hosts required only 33
runs off 24 balls but off-
spinner Rana (4-0-28-2)
bowled extremely well.
She gave away only 3 runs
in the 18th and 9 runs in
the final over.

England finished at 160
for 6 and even a last-ball
maximum from Sophie
Ecclestone couldn't save
the day for the hosts with
Harmanpreet Kaur's
brigade earning a sweet
revenge of the 2017 ODI
World Cup final defeat at
the Lord's.

If Smriti Mandhana's
32-ball-61 was a treat for
the eyes, Rana, India's for-
ever 'MVP', Deepti Sharma
(4-0-18-1) and Pooja
Vastrakar (3-0-20-0) didn't
err in line or length under
pressure.

The match seemed to
have decisively tilted in
favour of England when
Harmanpreet introduced
Shafali Verma, whose
friendly "donkey drops" in
the 16th over fetching the
home team 15 runs.

But Deepti and Rana col-
lectively gave away only
six runs in the 17th and
18th over respectively.

Pooja leaked 13 runs in
the 19th over but the
Mandhana-Taniya Bhatia

combination pulled off a
brilliant run out of the
dangerous Nat Sciver to
change the course.

It was then left to Rana
to bowl at least five good
balls that assured a medal
for India in the inaugural
edition of women's crick-
et.

Earlier Mandhana's ele-
gant yet brutal knock of 61
along with Jemimah
Rodrigues' useful 44 not
out powered India to a
healthy 164 for 5 in 20

overs.
Mandhana's 32-ball as-

sault in the Powerplay laid
the platform while
Rodrigues, who is finally
doing justice to her enor-
mous potential, impro-
vised well during his 31-
ball unbeaten stay at the
crease.

En route her knock,
Mandhana also recorded
the fastest T20
International fifty in
women's cricket off only
23 balls.

A new and improved
Deepti chipped in with 22
off 20 balls but India might
think they ended 15 runs
short of the par-score after
64 runs came in the six
Powerplay overs.

The next 14 overs yield-
ed 100 runs as India lost
the momentum when
three wickets fell in quick
succession during middle
overs.

Rodrigues and Deepti
added an invaluable 53
runs for the fourth wicket
partnership.

Mandhana's drives are
the most exquisite in
women's cricket and one
would rub his eyes in dis-
belief when the normally
rampaging Shafali Verma
(17 off 15 balls) was the
silent partner in their
opening stand of 76 in 7.5
overs.

There were cover drives
off Katherine Brunt,
pulled sixes off seamers
Sciver an Issy Wong and a
lofted one off spinner
Sarah Glenn's bowling
over long-on.

The half-century came
in only 23 balls as England
bowlers looked clueless
during that phase.

Once Sciver got rid of
Mandhana, who was try-
ing to play the lap-scoop,
the run-rate slowed down
as skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, despite a couple of
fours and a six, played few
dot balls in her run-a-ball
20.

While Mandhana had
eight fours and three sixes
in her knock, Rodrigues
had seven fours to her
credit, mostly using the
gaps in arc between point
and extra-cover.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

If she had not topped the
wrestling trials for the
Commonwealth Games,
Olympic medallist Sakshi
Malik could not have over-
come the 'crisis of confi-
dence' she was experienc-
ing over the last two years.
She also strongly thought
about retirement.

The demons in her mind
were understandable as
she was losing to her jun-
iors in the domestic circuit
and had not done much of
notice since getting that
historic bronze in Rio
Olympics six years ago.

The 29-year-old somehow
managed to beat Sonam
Malik to top the 62kg trials
after losing to the young-
ster a number of times and
made the India squad for
the Birmingham Games.
That was the moment
when Sakshi started to get
her confidence back and

also paved the way for a
gold medal winning per-
formance here on Friday.
Making hand written notes
of her thoughts after ses-
sions with psychologists
also helped immensely.
"My confidence was down
for a while. My coaches
told me I was the fittest
among seniors and juniors
and had all the power. "I
used to wonder what was

wrong with me. Whether it
was bad luck. I won the tri-
als (in May) and from then
I started to feel confident
about my game," said
Sakshi after bouncing back
from 0-4 to pin Canada's
And Godinez Gonzalez.
She called the gold medal
finish her biggest result
since the Rio Games. "I had
not won gold in CWG (she
had won silver and bronze

earlier). I wanted to fight
till the end to get that gold.
Even when I was 0-4 down,
it did not bother me. I had
won bouts with seconds left
in the Olympics, here I had
three minutes left," she
said referring to her double
leg move that settled the
contest. "I have been
wrestling for 18 years, I can
do this in my sleep as well.
I am so used to it that it
comes subconsciously to
me." "It's a kind of come-
back for me since I had not
done anything in last year.
Now I feel I am strongest in
my weight category. In
coming times I will com-
pete in Asian Games and
try to win medal," she said.

With the medal in the
bag, Sakshi has managed
to turn it around but in
February when Jitender
Yadav joined as the
women's national coach,
she was down in the
dumps.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Top Indian paddlers Achanta
Sharath Kamal and G Sathiyan
progressed to the semifinals
of the men's singles event at
the Commonwealth Games
here on Saturday.
While Sharath made short
work of Singapore player Yong
Izaac Quek 4-0 (11-6 11-7 11-4
11-7), Sathiyan was stretched
in his 4-2 (11-5 11-7 11-5 8-11
10-12 11-9) win by England's
Sam Walker.
"It was a great match, all
credit to Sam, he fought really
hard. I really should have
closed in that fifth set but I
was a bit nervous," Sathiyan
said.
"I have never beaten Sam, so
this came into my mind and it
was not so easy to play in a
big match like this. I kept my
cool in the end and I took the
match to get my first
(Commonwealth Games) semi-
final so I'm really happy," he
added. However, it was cur-

tains for Sanil Shetty, who
squandered a one-game lead
to go down to home favourite
Liam Pitchford 1-4 (11-9 6-11
8-11 8-11 4-11).
In the women's doubles, both
Indian pairs -- Sreeja Akul and
Reeth Tennison, and Manika
Batra and Diya Chitale -- won
their round of 16 matches.
Akula and Tennnison defeated
Chloe Anna Thomas Wu Zhang
and Lara Whitton of Wales 11-
7 11-4 11-3. Batra and Chitale
beat Mauritian pair Jalim
Nandeshwaree and Oumehani
Hosenally 11-5 11-5 11-3.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Avinash Sable broke his own
national record to win a silver
in the men's 3000m steeple-
chase while Priyanka Goswami
also clinched a medal of the
same hue in the women's
10,000m race walk on a pro-
ductive day for India in the
Commonwealth Games athlet-
ics competition here on
Saturday.
Goswami also scripted history
as she became the first Indian
woman to win a medal in race
walk with a silver in 10,000m
event.
With the two silver, the Indian
athletics team's medal count
swelled to four and it has
already gone past the number
in 2018 Gold Coast where the
country had won a gold, silver
and bronze each in track and
field.
High jumper Tejswin Shankar
and long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar had won a bronze
and silver respectively in
Birmingham. The 27-year-old

Sable clocked 8:11.20s to bet-
ter his earlier national record
of 8:12.48 and finish behind
Kenyan Abraham Kibiwot
(8:11.15). Another Kenyan
Amos Serem took the bronze
with a time of 8:16.83.
Kibiwot had finished fifth in
the World Championships in
Eugene, USA, last month with
a time of 8:28.95s while Sable
had ended a disappointing
11th, clocking 8:28.95s in the
slowest ever 3000m steeple-
chase in the history of the
showpiece.

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Indian boxer Amit
Panghal (51kg) displayed
his class as he reached his
second consecutive
Commonwealth Games
final while Nitu Ghanghas
(48kg) also remained on
course for a gold in her
maiden appearance here
on Saturday.

Panghal, who is vying to
win the yellow metal after
his silver in the last edi-
tion, came from behind to
beat an aggressive Patrick
Chinyemba of Zambia
with a 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion win.

Nitu, on the other hand,

prevailed over Canada's
Priyanka Dhillon as she
notched a RSC (Referee
Stops Contest) win in the
minimum weight category.

Such was the 21-year-old

Nitu's confidence that she
played with an open
guard, inviting her oppo-
nent to strike while using
her straight jabs and com-
bination punches to great

effect. In the end, the refer-
ee had to end the contest.

Panghal, 26, was left on
the back foot as his
younger, more aggressive
opponent landed a barrage
of punches on the world
championship silver
medallist.

Trailing 2-3 after the
opening round, Panghal,
who looked to put behind
the ghost of the Tokyo
Olympics where he made a
first round exit, had to dig
deep in his reservoir of ex-
perience. The Asian
Games champion upped
the ante, landing hooks
and jabs at will to take the
round.

India win battle of nerves
to stay in the hunt for gold

Birmingham, Aug 06 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu struggled
past Malaysia's Goh Wei
Jin in women's singles
quarterfinals to stay on
course for a maiden indi-
vidual gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Saturday.

A former world champi-
on, Sindhu registered a
come-from-behind 19-21 21-
14 21-18 win over Goh,
ranked 60th, to enter her
third successive semifi-
nals at the Commonwealth
Games.

However, young
Aakarshi Kashyap's CWG
debut ended with a 10-21 7-
21 defeat to Scotland's
Kristy Gilmour, a silver
and bronze medallist in
2014 and 2018 editions re-
spectively. Sindhu, who
had won a bronze and sil-
ver in the last two editions,

looked slightly shaky
against Goh, whom she
had defeated in two tight
games in the mixed team
championship final. Goh's
attacking prowess was
once again on display as
she made the Indian work
hard in the opening game.
The 27-year-old from
Hyderabad had a two-
point cushion in the mid-
game interval but Goh
managed to turn the tables
with her better display in
the second half of the first
game to take a 1-0 lead in
the match. A vastly experi-
enced Sindhu, however,
got back her bearing soon
as the duo engaged in
some superb rallies with
the Indian managing to
grab a three-point advan-
tage at the break. Sindhu,
ranked world number 7,
extended her lead to 19-14
and soon roared back in
the contest.

Sindhu enters women’s singles 
semifinals, Kashyap’s campaign ends

Boxers Nitu, Amit Panghal storm into finals 

From crisis of confidence to CWG
gold, Sakshi Malik turns a corner

TT: Sharath, Sathiyan
advance to semifinals

Steeplechaser Sable, race walker
Priyanka clinch silver medals

Priyanka Goswami

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

A 23-year-old man was
attacked with sharp
weapons by a mob in
M a h a r a s h t r a ' s
Ahmednagar district ac-
cusing him of supporting
Bharatiya Janata Party's
Nupur Sharma on social
media, leaving him seri-
ously injured, police said
on Saturday. Four main ac-
cused have been arrested
in connection with the in-
cident which occurred on
August 4.

A senior officer said it
was premature to say any-
thing about the motive be-
hind the attack as the in-
vestigation is at the pre-
liminary stage.

The man, identified as
Pratik alias Sunny
Rajendra Pawar, was ad-

mitted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of a hospi-
tal for injuries to his head
and other parts of the
body, a police official said.

Pawar was attacked by
at least 14 people from the
Muslim community with a
sword, sickle, sticks, and
hockey sticks on Thursday
evening in front of a med-
ical shop at Akkabai
Chowk in Karjat town, 222
km away from the
Ahmednagar district
headquarters.

The incident occurred
when Pawar and Amit
Mane, the complainant in
the case, were going to at-
tend an event on his two-
wheeler and waiting for a
friend near the medical
shop, the official said.

While they were waiting
for a friend, some men be-
longing to the Muslim
community approached
them on two-wheelers.
They were carrying a
sword, sickle, and hockey
sticks, as per the First
Information Report (FIR).

Mumbai, Aug 06 (PTI): 

More than nine years
after a girl was kidnapped
by a Mumbai-based couple,
the minor, now 16, was re-
united with her family here
courtesy an alert woman
domestic help, who played
an important role in the re-
union, police said.

The girl - Pooja Gaud -
had gone missing on
January 22, 2013, following
which her family as well
as the police had launched
a frantic search for her.

She was finally reunited
with the family on Friday,
and the man who had kid-
napped her was arrested.
Surprisingly, the girl's kid-
nappers, with whom she
stayed all the while, and
her original family, lived
in the vicinity, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

"The (kidnapping) inci-
dent had occurred in 2013
when she was going to her
civic-run school. She was
walking with her elder
brother, who was then
studying in Class 4. He

was walking ahead of her.
But after some time, when
he turned back, he did not
find her," the official said.

After attending his
classes, he went to Pooja's
classroom, where her
teacher told him that she
was absent. He went home
and alerted her parents
about her. They ap-
proached the D N Nagar
police station, following
which a missing person's
report was registered ini-
tially, he said. The city po-
lice had launched a search

for Pooja and posters car-
rying her photos in school
uniform were also distrib-
uted in the area.

For assistant sub inspec-
tor Rajendra Bhosle (now
retired), who was in-
charge of the missing per-
son's bureau at D N Nagar
police station, it became a
mission to trace the girl.
Bhosle, who is now 65-
year-old, always carried
the girl's photo in his pock-
et, but failed to get any
clue on her whereabouts,
police said.

Fatehpur Sikri to Gandhi’s birthplace: Sites
where ASI will hoist tricolour on I-Day

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

From Lucknow's his-
toric Residency, place of
key events during the 1857
Sepoy Mutiny, to
Mahatma Gandhi's birth-
place in Porbander,
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) is gearing up
to hoist the national flag
at the sites of 150 of its
monuments on
Independence Day, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Besides, logistical work
is also being done for illu-
mination of 150 monu-
ments in a tricolour
theme, which is expected
to start in a few days. "Our
national flag would be
hoisted at ASI sites span-
ning the length and
breadth of the country in

the true spirit of India's
diversity and the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

They will be hoisted at
Fatehpur Sikri and Agra
Fort in our Agra Circle. In
Delhi, the tricolour will
flutter high at the ruins of
Kotla Feroz Shah and
Purana Qila," a senior of-
ficial told PTI.

Taj Mahal, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, is not
in the list of monument
sites where the national
flag would be hoisted on
August 15, he said.

The main
Independence Day cele-
brations takes places an-
nually at Red Fort where
the Prime Minister hoists
the national flag on the
ramparts of the Mughal-
era monument.

It is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, besides
Qutub Minar and
Humayun's Tomb, in
Delhi. The national flag
will be hoisted at 150 her-
itage sites across India on
Independence Day to
mark the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, an ASI official
had said on Thursday.

Freedom fighters and
Padma awardees will at-
tend the programmes and
flag hoisting ceremony, it
had said.

The central govern-
ment has launched a 'Har
Ghar Tiranga' campaign
under which people are
being encouraged to hoist
the tricolour at their
houses as part of the 75
years of India's Indepen-
dence.

SKM to launch nationwide campaign today

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

The Samyukt Kisan
Morcha(SKM), an umbrella
organisation of farm
unions, on Saturday said it
will launch a nationwide
campaign against the
Centre's Agnipath scheme
for military recruitment on
August 7. It said the scheme
is a "serious setback" to
farming families whose
youths have been part of
the armed forces.

The campaign will be
launched in collaboration
with the United Front of
ex-Servicemen and various
youth organisations. The
Agnipath scheme, an-
nounced on June 14, seeks

to recruit youths in the age
bracket of 17-and-half and
21 for only four years with a
provision to retain 25 per
cent of them for 15 more
years. For 2022, the upper
age limit has been extended
to 23 years.

Several parts of India
witnessed violent protests
against the scheme in June
with the agitators demand-
ing its rollback as the new
model does not provide a
job guarantee to 75 per cent
of the recruits.

The Agnipath scheme
has "put to an end the tried
and tested method of regu-
lar, permanent recruitment
to the armed forces. It
would mean a drastic re-
duction in the size of the
armed forces from the pres-
ent sanctioned strength of
14 lakh to merely seven

lakh," the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) said in a
statement on Saturday.

"This is a serious setback
to farming families who
have contributed to the na-
tion by sending their
youths to the armed forces.

"The proposed 'all India, all
class recruitment' would
severely reduce the share
of regions like Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal,
Uttarakhand, western UP
and eastern Rajasthan that
have contributed to the

armed forces for genera-
tions, besides affecting the
morale of the regiments,"
it said. The recruitment on
an "all India, all class"
basis is set to change the
composition of some regi-
ments that recruit youths
from specific regions as
well as castes.

"The campaign demands
that the pending vacancies
(about 1.25 lakh) and the
current year vacancies
(about 60,000) should be
filled immediately follow-
ing the pre-existing
method of regular and per-
manent recruitment. The
recruitment process al-
ready initiated must be
completed with age-relax-
ation of two years in lieu of
non-recruitment during
the last two years," the
SKM said.

‘Order of acquittal ought not 
be interfered with lightly’

New Delhi, Aug 06 (PTI): 

An order of acquittal
ought not be interfered
with lightly, the Supreme
Court has said while
restoring the exoneration
of a man accused of sub-
jecting his wife to cruelty.
The apex court observed
that the appellate court
must deal with every rea-
son, which weighed with
the court concerned while
recording acquittal, before
setting aside such order.

A bench of justices U U
Lalit and S R Bhat set aside
the March 2019 judgement
of the Madras High Court
which had restored the
order convicting the man
for alleged offence under
section 498-A of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), which
deals with husband or his
relative subjecting a mar-
ried woman to cruelty. "The

judgment under
appeal has not set
out any reason
why the order of
a c q u i t t a l
recorded under
section 498-A of
the IPC was re-
quired to be set
aside," the bench said.

"It is a settled law that an
order of acquittal ought
not to be interfered with
lightly and before setting
aside acquittal, the appel-
late court must deal every
reason which weighed
with the concerned court
while recording acquittal.
No such exercise was un-
dertaken by the High
Court," the top court said.

The bench passed the
order while hearing the
cross appeals filed by the
original complainant and
the accused challenging
the high court verdict. The

high court had
acquitted the ac-
cused of the
charge under
section 494 of the
IPC, which deals
with marrying
again during the
lifetime of hus-

band or wife, and had re-
stored his conviction for
the alleged offence under
section 498-A of the IPC.

The apex court also
dealt with the challenge
raised before it by the com-
plainant in so far as ac-
quittal of the accused
under section 494 of the
IPC is concerned. "Having
gone through the record,
we see no reason to enter-
tain any challenge as
against such acquittal,"
the bench said.

"Consequently, we ac-
cept the appeal preferred
by the accused, set aside

the order passed by the
high court and restore the
order of acquittal in re-
spect of offence punish-
able under section 498-A as
recorded by the appellate
court," the bench said.
According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused and the
complainant were en-
gaged in 1987 and later,
they exchanged rings and
lived together as husband
and wife.

It was alleged that in
1989, the accused pres-
sured her to abort child
but she gave birth to a
child. The prosecution had
claimed that she tried to
live with the accused, but
he refused to take her. She
filed a suit to declare her-
self as the wife of the ac-
cused and also for an in-
junction restraining him
from marrying another
woman.

p Against Agnipath
scheme 
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Students with painted face participate in a peace rally to mark the 77th anniversary of World War II atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, in Mumbai, Saturday.

PEACE RALLY

Artist prepare idols of Goddess Durga ahead of the festive season, in Nadia district, Saturday.

ARTIST AT WORK

Naxalites kill 
man in Balaghat 
After accusing him of 
being police informer

Balaghat, Aug 06 (PTI):
Suspected Naxalites killed a man
in Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh
on suspicion that he was a police
informer, an official said on
Saturday. Lalu Dhurve, in his late
20s, was killed on Friday night in
Jagla village under Pathri police
post and the Naxalites allegedly
responsible for the act left pam-
phlets at the spot, the police offi-
cial said. Conforming the inci-
dent, Superintendent of Police
Sameer Saurabh said the con-
tents of the pamphlets were
being investigated and police
presence in the region had been
increased. "A group of 15-20
Naxalites allegedly kidnapped
Dhurve from his home at around
9pm on Friday and then killed
him. The pamphlets left behind
at the spot claim Dhurve was a
police informer. Naxalites com-
mit such acts to create fear
among people so that the latter
supply them rations regularly,"
Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Aditya Pratap
Singh said.

Punjab CM appears
before court

In two-year-old rioting case

Chandigarh, Aug 06
(PTI): Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday appeared be-
fore a local court here in a
case of rioting lodged
against him over two year
ago. During his appearance
before the court of the chief
judicial magistrate here,
Mann was represented by
former advocate general
Anmol Rattan Sidhu.
Replying to a question
about his appearance be-
fore the court, CM Mann
said his party had held a
protest against the then
Congress government for
seeking reduction in the
electricity rates. Water can-
nons were used (against us)
and later, a case was regis-
tered against us at that
time, said Mann while
speaking to reporters here.
The case was registered
against Mann and some
other party leaders on the
charges of rioting, assault,
obstructing police from
performing their duties
during a party protest held
in January 2020.

SKM leaders Hannan Mollah, Yogendra Yadav and Rakesh
Tikait address a press conference in New Delhi, Saturday.

Girl reunited with kin nine 
years after being kidnapped

Leh, Aug 06 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama was honoured with
the 'dPal rNgam Duston' award
-- the highest civilian honour of
Ladakh -- for his immense con-
tribution to humanity, espe-
cially towards the union terri-
tory, an official said on
Saturday.

The sixth award was con-
ferred by Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council
(LAHDC), Leh which celebrat-
ed the 'dPal rNgam Duston'
with great fervour on the occa-
sion of its foundation day at
Sindhu Ghat on Friday. 

The 87-year-old spiritual

leader, who is on a visit to the
union territory since July 15,
appreciated the gesture and
stressed maintaining commu-
nal harmony in the region. 

"Ladakh and Tibet are con-
nected by the mighty Indus
River along with religious and
cultural similarities," he said,

adding the changing climatic
condition is a major cause of
concern and urged everyone to
be environmentally conscious
in their act.

MP Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal said Ladakh is
blessed to have the opportuni-
ty to bestow its highest award
to the 14th Dalai Lama on the
auspicious occasion. 

He also expressed gratitude
to the LAHDC headed by Tashi
Gyalson for the honour be-
stowed on the spiritual leader
as a true reflection of the love,
respect and dedication of the
people of Ladakh towards the
torch bearer of peace, kind-
ness and compassion.

Dalai Lama

Dalai Lama honoured with 
Ladakh’s highest civilian award

Woman domestic help plays key role

Mob attacks Maha man
with sharp weapons

̈ Accuses him of
supporting Nupur
Sharma on social
media


