
Seize
MMuummbbaaii:: The Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) has
seized 190 kg of high-
quality ganja, estimated
to be worth Rs 4 crore,
and arrested four alleged
drug traffickers after car-
rying out an operation in
adjoining Thane district,
an official said on
Thursday. Acting on spe-
cific information, a team
of the NCB Mumbai zonal
unit laid a trap at Padgha
in Bhiwandi town on the
intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday
and stopped two vehicles
laden with goods, he said.

Adjourned 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Rajya Sabha
proceedings were on
Thursday adjourned for
the day amid opposition
uproar over suspension of
MPs besides its demand
for discussion on price
rise and the Gujarat
hooch tragedy. As soon
as the Upper House
reassembled at 4 pm, the
opposition members con-
tinued their protests and
Tiruchi Siva who was in
the Chair adjourned the
proceedings for the day.

Mishap
PPaannaajjii:: Three members of
a family were among four
people killed after a
Sports Utility Vehicle
(SUV) fell into the Zuari
river in South Goa district
in the wee hours of
Thursday, an official said.
The accident took place
around 1.10 am. Navy
divers pulled the vehicle
out of the waters on
Thursday afternoon and
rescuers had to cut its
doors to retrieve the four
bodies, he said.

Bail
NNuuhh  ((HHaarryyaannaa)):: A court
here has granted bail to
one of the accused in the
murder case of a deputy
superintendent of police
who was probing illegal
mining. Accused Jabid
alias Billa filed his bail
application in the court of
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Satish Kumar through his
lawyer Tahir Hussain on
Wednesday. The court
granted bail to Jabid.

Landslide
UUttttaarrkkaasshhii:: Incessant
rains threw normal life
out of gear in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi
district on Thursday, trig-
gering landslides which
blocked the Gangotri
National Highway
besides 14 rural roads.
With boulders rolling
down intermittently from
the hills, the Gangotri
national highway is
blocked near Bandarkot,
District Disaster
Management Officer
Devendra Patwal said.
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Children play on a waterlogged
road following monsoon rains, in

New Delhi, Thursday. 
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Raipur, Jul 28: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday
launched a scheme, under
which the state govern-
ment started procuring
cow urine at a minimum
rate of Rs 4 per litre for
making pesticides and or-
ganic fertilizers.

Baghel unveiled the
scheme at his official resi-
dence in the state capital
during the celebration of
'Hareli', a local agricultur-
al festival. As part of the
programme, the chief
minister sold five litres of
cow urine to Nidhi Self
Help Group (SHG) based
in Raipur's Chandkhuri.

Two years back, the
state government had
launched its flagship
'Godhan Nyay Yojana',
under which it had started
buying cow dung from cat-
tle-rearers and farmers at
Rs 2 per kg rate. The cow
urine procurement
scheme is expansion of

the same programme.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Baghel said, "Taking
a cue from the multi-di-
mensional results of the
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
many states in the country
started adopting the
model."

Be it rich or poor, every-

one is selling cow dung in
'gauthan' (livestock shel-
ter), he added.

In the last two years,
more than Rs 300 crore
have been transferred to
the bank accounts of cow
dung sellers, gauthan com-
mittees and women SHGs
under that scheme, the
chief minister said.

The flagship Godhan
Nyay Yojana was launched
with the aim of providing
income to cattle-rearers,
organic farmers and also
strengthening the rural
economy, officials said.

The cow dung pur-
chased under the scheme
is used for making organic
manure on a large scale,
which is being used by
farmers in the fields,
thereby promoting organ-
ic farming in the state,
they said.

Himmatnagar (Guj), Jul 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that
ethanol blending with
petrol, which was 40 crore
litres before 2014, has now
gone up to 400 crore litres
now.

The blending of ethanol
with petrol has also in-
creased the income of
farmers, he said address-
ing a large gathering after
inaugurating various proj-
ects of the Sabar Dairy
near Himmatnagar town
in Sabarkantha district of
north Gujarat.

The Sabar Dairy is a
part of Gujarat
Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd
(GCMMF), which makes
and markets a whole
range of dairy and milk

products under the Amul
brand. Modi said sus-
tained efforts by his gov-
ernment, since it came to
power in 2014, to increase
the income of farmers
during the last eight years
are now showing results.

The government's deci-
sion to mix ethanol with
petrol has helped farmers
increase their income as
ethanol is derived from
farm produce like sugar-
cane and maize, he said.

"Today, the ratio of
ethanol blending with
petrol is over 10 per cent.

Ethanol comes from sug-
arcane and maize. Before
2014, ethanol blending
with petrol was less than
40 crore litres. Today, it has
gone up to 400 crore litres,"
Modi said in his address.

Apart from farming, the
promotion of allied busi-
ness activities like cattle-
rearing, horticulture, fish-
eries and honey produc-
tion has also helped farm-
ers in increasing their in-
come, he said.

"The income of farmers
has increased today be-
cause of the Centre's sus-
tained efforts during the
last eight years. This has
benefited landless and
marginal farmers the
most," the PM said.

"Our strategy to focus
on alternative sources of
income is showing results.
For the first time, the
turnover of Khadi and
Village Industries has
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore
mark," he said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Several mineral blocks
put on sale are not elicit-
ing response and Madhya
Pradesh has cancelled the
auction of 15 blocks while
Chhattisgarh scrapped the
sale of 10 mines, a govern-
ment official said on
Thursday.

This comes amid the
government recently ex-
pressing hope that 500
mines would be auctioned
by 2024.

"We are also having
issue that in many blocks
state governments are not
finding response," Mines
Additional Secretary
Sanjay Lohiya said during
a conference on Indian

mineral reforms organ-
ised by Assocham. The of-
ficial also stressed the
need for creating aware-
ness and asked companies
to venture out of the states
they are operating in as it
would be good for them in
the long run.

If the companies want
to operate in the mineral
sector, then they should re-
alise they have to pump in
money in the exploration
of blocks.

"If you venture out in
other states you will es-
cape area limits and prob-
ably find better result
there," the additional sec-
retary explained.

Of the over 180 mines
put on sale since the sys-
tem of auctioning of min-
eral blocks began in 2015,
the country sold 46 blocks
last financial year and 36
mines have been auc-

tioned in current fiscal
year till date. The govern-
ment began the process of
allocating mineral blocks
through auctions in 2015-
16. It is aiming to scale up
the mining sector's contri-
bution to Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) from pres-
ent 2.5 per cent to 5 per
cent.

The government had
earlier said the auction of
mineral blocks has sta-
bilised in the country.

State governments were
getting a very good share
of revenue from the auc-
tions and the states which
were early birds in the
whole race were really
happy. The mines ministry
had earlier said the
amendment in the mineral
auction rules will encour-
age competition that will
ensure more participation
in sale of blocks.

Sagar, Jul 28 (PTI): 

A vaccinator allegedly
used a single syringe to ad-
minister anti-coronavirus
vaccine doses to 39 chil-
dren at a private school in
Madhya Pradesh's Sagar
city, prompting the author-
ities to suspend the dis-
trict vaccination officer, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The incident took place
on Wednesday at the Jain
Higher Secondary School
in the city during a mega
vaccination drive, after

which a First Information
Report (FIR) was regis-
tered against the vaccina-
tor, identified as Jitendra
Ahirwar, a district official
said.

The 39 children, aged 15
and above, were from
Classes 9 to 12, a health of-
ficial said.

The parents of some of
the children on
Wednesday observed the
vaccinator using the same
syringe to inoculate the
children and raised an
alarm for the gross negli-
gence on his part, the offi-
cials said.

After the parents
protested, Sagar's in-

charge Collector Kshitij
Singhal sent district Chief
Medical and Health
Officer (CMHO) Dr D K
Goswami to inquire about
the incident. Those pres-
ent at the spot told
Goswami that the vaccina-
tor allegedly used the
same syringe to adminis-
ter vaccine doses to as
many as 39 children, the
district official said.

After the protest by par-
ents, Ahirwar escaped
from the spot and was not
found when the CMHO in-
spected the school. The ac-
cused had also switched-
off his mobile phone,
Goswami said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

The CBI has recov-
ered paintings of Indian
maestros FN Souza and SH
Raza worth Rs 5.50 crore
during a fresh round of
searches related to India's
biggest bank fraud involv-
ing DHFL, officials said.

SH Raza's 1956 oil-on-can-
vas painting titled 'Village'
worth over Rs 3.50 crore and
FN Souza's 1964-untitled oil-
on-linen piece valued at Rs 2
crore were among the luxu-
rious items worth Rs 12
crore seized by the agency,
they said.

The central agency has
also seized two uber-luxury
watches of Jacob and Co
and Frank Muller Geneve
totalling about Rs 5 crore

during searches, it said in a
statement.

The CBI is conducting
custodial interrogation of
former CMD of DHFL Kapil
Wadhawan and Director
Dheeraj Wadhawan for the

last nine days during which
it emerged that they had
purchased these paintings
from a noted art auction
house at Fort in Mumbai,
the officials said.

After coming to know

where these items were
kept, the CBI conducted
searches and seized the as-
sets, they said.

According to officials, the
CBI also recovered gold and
diamond jewellery, includ-
ing bangles and necklaces,
estimated to be worth Rs 2
crore.

Nearly 20 days ago, the
CBI recovered Tyeb Mehta's
painting 'Bull' worth over
Rs 27 crore and an untitled
piece by Manjit Bawa esti-
mated to be valued at over
Rs 7.7 crore. Mehta and
Bawa's pieces were among a
large number of paintings
and sculptures, altogether
valued at Rs 40 crore, cash
and incriminating docu-
ments seized, the CBI had
said in a statement.

Kolkata, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The West Bengal gov-
ernment on Thursday re-
moved Partha Chatterjee,
who was recently arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a
school jobs scam, from the
ministry with immediate
effect. "Partha Chatterjee,
minister in charge, depart-
ment of industry, com-
merce and enterprises, de-
partment of information
technology and electron-
ics, department of parlia-
mentary affairs and de-
partment of public enter-
prises and industrial re-
construction, is hereby re-
lieved of his duties as MIC
of the aforesaid depart-
ment ," an official order
said.

New Delhi, July 28 (PTI): 

A face-off between
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Union
Minister Smriti Irani in
the Lok Sabha chamber on
Thursday added fuel to the
already raging row over
Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury's re-
mark on President
Droupadi Murmu.

Chowdhury's reference
to Murmu, India's first
tribal President, as rash-
trapatni triggered a war of
words between the ruling
BJP and the Opposition
Congress with
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi de-
manding an apology from
Gandhi. As the Lok Sabha

adjourned soon after 12
noon, Gandhi walked
across to the Treasury
benches and sought to
know from BJP member
Rama Devi why she was
dragged into the issue.

Irani stepped in and was
seen gesturing towards
Gandhi and apparently
protesting against
Chowdhury's remark.
Gandhi at first tried to ig-
nore Irani's protestations,

but soon was seen gestur-
ing towards the minister
and speaking angrily.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman claimed that
Gandhi told a BJP mem-
ber not to talk to her.
However, the Union minis-
ter did not name any BJP
leader. NCP member
Supriya Sule and
Trinamool member
Aparupa Poddar were seen
escorting the Congress
president away from the
Treasury benches as BJP
members flocked around
Rama Devi and Gandhi.
BJP women members
were seated in the front
rows in the Lok Sabha as
they led the protests in the
House against
Chowdhury's remarks.

EMPOWERING FARMERS

Govt launches scheme
to purchase cow urine 
̈ For making 

pesticides, organic
fertilizers

‘Ethanol blending with
petrol up 10-fold in 8 yrs’
̈ Helped increase

income of farmers

Dhanbad Judge Murder Case

Special CBI court holds
autorickshaw driver,

accomplice guilty
Dhanbad, Jul 28 (PTI): 

A special CBI court in
Jharkhand on Thursday
convicted an autorickshaw
driver and another person
in the murder of Dhanbad
Judge Uttam Anand last
year.

The CBI court Judge
Rajnikant Pathak held au-
torickshaw driver Lakhan
Verma and his accomplice
Rahul Verma guilty in the
murder of Anand, who
was the additional ses-
sions judge.

The quantum of punish-
ment of the two convicts
will be pronounced on
August 6. Anand, the 49-
year-old judge, was alleged-

ly mowed down by an auto-
rickshaw while he was jog-
ging on July 28 last year.
Trial in the murder case of
judge Anand began in
February this year. CCTV
camera footage showed
that the judge was jogging
on one side of a fairly wide
road at Randhir Verma
Chowk in Dhanbad when
the auto-rickshaw veered
towards him, hit him from
behind and fled the scene.

The case was handed
over to the Central Bureau
of Investigation by the
Jharkhand government.

The charges against the
accused were framed
under various sections of
the IPC.

Chh’garh scraps sale of 10 mines
̈ MP cancels 

auction of 
15 mineral blocks

HARIYALI AMAVASYA FAIR

People ride on ferris wheels and visit the Hariyali Amavasya fair on the outskirts of
Ajmer, Thursday.

Partha Chatterjee

sacked from cabinet

IRRESPONSIBLE ACT

39 school children administered
COVID-19 vaccine with same syringe

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

In an effort to ensure greater
participation of youth in polls,
the Election Commission has
decided that those above 17
years of age can now apply in
advance to register as voters
once they turn 18.
Till recently, people turning 18
on or before January 1 of a par-
ticular year were eligible to
enrol themselves in the voters'
list. Those turning 18 after
January 1 had to wait for one
whole year to register as vot-
ers. Following change in elec-
tion law, people can resister as
voters on January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 on turning
18. According to an EC state-
ment on Thursday, the poll
panel led by Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and

Election Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey has directed
the poll machinery in the states
to work out tech-enabled solu-
tions to facilitate those above
17 years of age (but not yet 18)
to file their advance applica-
tions. "Henceforth, the electoral
roll will be updated every quar-
ter and eligible youngsters can
be registered in the next quar-
ter of the year in which he or
she has attained the qualifying
age of 18 years," it said.
For the current round of annu-
al revision of electoral roll,
2023, any citizen attaining the
age of 18 years by April 1, July
1 and October 1 of 2023 can
also submit an advance appli-
cation for registration as a
voter from the date of draft
publication of electoral roll, it
explained.

EC DECISION 

‘Those above 17 can now
register to become voters’

Sonia Gandhi, Smriti Irani 
face-off in LS post adjournment

D
H

FL
 S

C
A

M FN Souza, SH Raza’s paintings among 
Rs 12 cr assets seized by CBI 

In this combo photo, SH Razas 1956 oil-on-canvas painting titled
Village worth over Rs 3.50 crore and FN Souzas 1964-untitled oil-on-
linen piece valued at Rs 2 crore were among the luxurious items worth
Rs 12 crore seized by the CBI agency in the DHFL scam case. 

̈ FIR filed, vaccination
officer suspended

‘Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhavishya-Power @ 2047’ programme held 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2288::  Under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the program
"Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhavishya
- Power @ 2047" was organized
at Vivekananda Auditorium in
Padmanabhpur, Durg. Home
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu
graced the function as chief
guest. He extended festive
greetings of Hareli and under-
lined the importance of electrici-
ty. 

He said that today the
Chhattisgarh state is moving in
the direction of rapid develop-
ment. Remarkable works have
been done in the energy sector.
Today the state is also playing its
big role in meeting the energy
needs of the country. He said
that many schemes are intro-
duced but awareness among the

consumers is very
important. He
urged all to use
electricity conve-
niently and judi-
ciously. Home
Minister also
praised the line
workers for main-
taining electric
supply even dur-
ing storms and
rains. 

Presiding over the program,
MLA Arun Vora said that elec-
tricity has brought a lot of
progress in the lives of common
people. Life has become easier
and energy has helped a lot in in-
creasing the facilities and knowl-
edge. Vora said that this festival
is being celebrated to encourage
power generation and energy
development of the state. Mayor

Dheeraj Bakliwal was present as
a special guest in the program.

It needs to be mentioned here
that "Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal
Bhavishya - Power @2047" pro-
gramme are being organized
from July 25 to 31, 2022, in coor-
dination with the Union Ministry
of Power and the State
Government. Two events are
being organized in all the dis-

tricts. Chhattisgarh State Power
Company, Central Electricity
Undertaking, REC Limited, NTPC
and other undertakings are in-
volved. The district administra-
tion also participates in this
event. In this sequel, on July 28,
an event was organized at the
district headquarters of Durg.

It was informed during the
Bijli Mahotsav that the produc-

tion of electricity in the country
has increased from 2.48 lakh
MW to Four lakh MW. Today we
export electricity to neighboring
countries also. In order to pro-
vide quality electricity to the
consumers, the work of power
development has been acceler-
ated. There are more than 5 lakh
electricity consumers in Durg
district alone. Chhattisgarh

State Power Company has pro-
vided a rebate of Rs 311 crore 56
lakh to the consumers of Durg
district on consumption of first
400 units every month. Under
Mukhyamantri Shahri
Vidyutikaran Yojana in the dis-
trict, 1135 projects were com-
pleted at a cost of Rs 27.44 crore.
Under Saubhagya Yojana, 13429
houses in the district were pro-

vided with elec-
tricity connec-
tions.

In the program,
people were made
aware about other
schemes including
C h h a t t i s g a r h
G o v e r n m e n t ' s
Electricity Bill Half
Scheme, More Bijli
App, Chief
Minister Urban

Vidyutikaran Yojana and Chief
Minister Majratola Vidyutikaran
Yojana. Apart from this, informa-
tion was given to the people
about other schemes including
Saubhagya Yojana and DDUGJY
scheme of the Central
Government, Kusum Yojna and
consumer rights, project wise in-
formation of solar plants set up
in Durg district by CREDA

Department. In the program,
achievements, schemes etc of
the work done by the
Government of India and the
State Government in the field of
energy, alternative energy, dis-
tribution and transmission were
displayed through banners,
posters, audio visuals, street
plays and cultural programs. 

Local public representatives,
Chief Engineer of CSPDCL
(Durg) M Jamulkar,
Superintending Engineers AK
Gauraha and Tarun Kumar
Thakur, Executive Engineers AK
Bijoura, Satish Kumar Verma, RK
Chandrakar, NSPCL AGM Janaki
Prasad and Senior Manager
Akashdeep Agrawal, CREDA dis-
trict in-charge TR Dhruv and dis-
trict administration officials and
other officers, employees and
local people were present.

STPI organising Chunauti 4.0 to
enable social empowerment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Software
Technology Parks of India
(STPI) under Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY), Government of
India has launched Next
Generation Incubation
Scheme (NGIS) "CHUNAU-
TI 4.0 - Advancing Digital
Applications with Special
Focus on Social
Empowerment on July 25,
2022. CHUNAUTI 4.0 is fo-
cused on identifying and
supporting promising
startup working towards
digital transformation &
accessible products/solu-
tions enabling equitable &
inclusive growth. The last

date for applying is set for
August 07, 2022.

NGIS is focused on 12
tier-II & tier-III locations in
the country that include
Agartala, Bhilai, Bhopal,
Bhubaneshwar, Dehradun,
Guwahati, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Prayagraj,
Mohali, Patna and
Vijayawada. It aims to sup-
port 300 start-ups/entrepre-
neurs/SMEs in the field of

IT/ITeS/ESDM
for 3 years. Start-
ups pan-India
can apply and be-
come NGIS bene-
ficiary. Each
startup under
this scheme be-
comes eligible for
financial incen-

tives including monthly
stipend & get upto rupees
25 lakh as seed fund along
with world class mentor-
ing, networking & market
connect. Each NGIS loca-
tion has a dedicated chief
mentor along with a 'men-
tor pool' and knowledge
partners. For details, one
can visit https://innovate.
s t p i n e x t . i n / a p p l u -
now/chunauti_4.0_noida.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Lock Out/
Tag Out (LOTO) system, a
new Safety initiative at
Universal Rail Mill of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was inaugurated by GP
Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS). Anish
Sengupta, CGM (URM)
presided over the function.
MVK Ramprasad, GM I/c
(URM-Oper), SK Agrawal,
GM (Safety) and other
Senior officials were pres-
ent on the occasion.

The LOTO system cov-
ers the Emergency switch
/ Main Power CB for ma-
chines and PLCs with pro-
vision for locks with tags
for 6 users at a time. These
tags help in identifying the
owner of the maintenance
job - be it from the Crane,
Mechanical or Electrical
section. Apart from follow-
ing the existing safety pro-

cedures, this is an addi-
tional safety measure in
the Roll shop management
of Universal Rail Mill.

This feature helps in
preparing for shutdowns
in a systematic manner,
notifying employees of ac-

tivities and equip-
ment involved.
This development
ensures that equip-
ment is properly
isolated and pro-
tects machinery
from damage and
reduces downtime.
It will also improve
working conditions
and prevent acci-
dents.

Shishir Shukla,
GM (Elect),
Ranveer Paul, GM
(Elect) and Rajat
Mukherjee, GM
(Oper) were instru-
mental in initiating
this system along-

with M/ SKF. Presently
the system covers Roll
shop area consisting of 4
CNC Lathe machines, 4
EOT Cranes, 1 CNC EDM
machine, 1 CNC Branding
machine, Manual Lathe
and Shaper Machine.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: On the oc-
casion of Hareli Tihar,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched two
types of agricultural ma-
chines to make agricul-
ture easier. He launched
the animal operated - bat-
tery operated cultivator
and planter at the agricul-
tural exhibition organized
in village Karsa of Patan
block of Durg district.

According to agricul-
tural experts, the use of
these machines will re-
duce the time taken by the
farmers in agricultural
work as well as reduce the
cost. On the other hand,
the use of battery operat-
ed cultivators and
planters will also reduce
the burden on animals.

With the use of battery-
cum-motor, the cattle need
less force to pull the ma-
chine, which will reduce
fatigue to the cattle. Both
these agricultural ma-

chines have been devel-
oped by the scientists of
the College of
Agricultural Engineering
running under Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University.

Chief Minister's
Agriculture Advisor
Pradeep Sharma gave spe-
cial guidance for making

these machines. Vice
Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Dr Girish
Chandel was also present
on the occasion of the
launch of these machines.

Generally, farmers use
indigenous plough for
tillage. After this, the pata
is used for leveling.

During this process, the
lumps in the field do not
break. This makes it diffi-
cult to operate the seed
planter.

In such a situation, an
animal operated battery
operated cultivator can
solve the problem of
farmers for secondary
tillage. The device is pow-

ered by a 750W (1HP)
motor and a 48V power
battery.

With the help of this
cultivar, one hectare of
land can be given second-
ary ploughing once in 5-7
hours. The cattle will have
to apply less force and the
farmer can easily operate
the machine by sitting on
the seat. The cost of this
whole device is being told
around 55-60 thousand ru-
pees.

Animal operated bat-
tery operated planters
have also been developed
by the scientists of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. With the help
of this machine, sowing
can be done while main-
taining the proper dis-
tance between rows and
seeds. The row to row dis-
tance of this planter can
be arranged from 20 to 50
cm according to the crop.
The cost of the planter is
said to be around Rs 20-25
thousand.

SRGI celebrates

Hareli festival 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions, Rungta
College of Dental Sciences
and Research celebrated
the famous festival Hareli
of Chhattisgarh state with
gaiety by planting green
trees. It is to be known
that every year many
events are organized by
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions in the Hareli
festival symbolizing
greenery.

This year all the man-
agement, faculty and stu-
dents have resolved to
make the nature green by
planting 300 saplings in
the campus. In his speech,
Sanjay Rungta, chairman
of the organization, said
that in this era of industri-
alization, human beings
are moving away from na-
ture and its beauty.

This festival of Hareli
brings this message that
how can we go near na-
ture and enjoy it and take

a pledge by planting trees
to make the earth green
again by planting similar
trees every year.

Saket Rungta, the direc-
tor of the organization, in
his speech asserted that
we always try to make
Rungta campus a green
and green campus and it
is tried to plant dense and
shady trees as per the re-
quirement around any col-
lege building in any
group.

Dr Karthik Krishna,
Dean of Rungta Dental
College also planted a tree
and told all the present
persons that everyone
should plant a tree every
year. On this occasion,
Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta,
Group Director
DrPKPandey, all
Principals, faculties & stu-
dents made a resolve to
plant more and more
trees.

CM assures farmers to provide water
for irrigation from reservoirs 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: On
Thursday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
the Hareli Tihar celebra-
tions at village Karsa in
Patan block. He launched
the purchase of Gau-Mutra
at Karsa Gauthan and inter-
acted with the women of the
self help group. Extending
Hareli wishes, the Chief
Minister said that Hareli
Tihar is the first festival of
our state.

This year, most of the
areas have received good
rainfall. However, farmers
often suffer due to shortage

of water due to less rain and
they demand to release
water from reservoirs for ir-
rigation. Chief Minister
said that water will be pro-
vided from the reservoirs
for irrigation as per the re-
quirement of the farmers.

He informed that water
has been released from
Tandula reservoir for irriga-
tion. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced
Rs 25 lakh for the develop-
ment of Karsa Gram
Panchayat and Rs 15 lakh
for the adjoining Gram
Panchayat Ghughwa.

Baghel further said that
our government is the gov-

ernment of farmers and vil-
lagers. Chhattisgarh
Government has worked
continuously to increase the
income of the farmers. Last
year, 98 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy was procured on
support price. The govern-
ment has set a target of pur-
chasing 110 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy this year.

The Chief Minister said
that due to the farmer-
friendly policies of the
Chhattisgarh government,
agriculture has prospered
and the cultivation area
under paddy and the num-
ber of farmers has in-
creased. Production has also

increased. People who have
left agriculture have also re-
turned back to the occupa-
tion of farming. The people
of the villages who had left
agriculture and settled in
the cities are now returning
back to the villages. Due to
the policies of the state gov-
ernment, reverse migration
(from cities to villages) is
happening now.

The Chief Minister said
that organic farming is
being promoted to improve
the quality of food grains
and reduce the cost of culti-
vation. The farmers who
have used vermi compost
are aware of its benefits.

The use of organic manure
also prevents diseases.
There is a need to continu-
ously move towards organic
farming.

Under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, cow dung and cow
urine are being procured,
which has encouraged ani-
mal husbandry in the state
and increased the income of
the cattle owners. Gauthans
are being developed as liveli-
hood centers. Women are
earning extra income by
conducting various types of
income-oriented activities
at gauthans.

The Chief Minister said
that in the areas where
farmers are sowing aromat-
ic paddy, huller mills are
also being in the gauthans.
On the occasion of Hareli
Tihar in Karsa, competi-
tions of traditional sports
were also organized. The
Chief Minister rewarded
and congratulated the win-
ners of Gedi Race, Gedi Ball
Competition and Bhawra
Competition.
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CM launches animal operated cultivator and planterLock Out/ Tag Out (LOTO)
system inaugurated at URM

Chief Minister launches Agriculture Drone Solution
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is working on hi-tech
methods, which have
opened the doors of new
possibilities for the devel-
opment of agriculture. On
Thursday, CM launched the
Complete Agriculture
Drone Solution in a pro-
gram organized on the oc-
casion of Hareli Tihar in
village Karsa of Patan
block.

Insecticides and other
chemicals can be sprayed
within half an hour in 4
acres of fields through
agriculture drones. The
amount of chemical can
also be determined through
the machine. Usually, it

takes about three hours to
spray insecticides in one
acre of land. There is also a
problem in getting labour-
ers for spraying in rural
areas. Through this drone,
the farmers will save time
and the income of the
groups will also increase.
Along with Agriculture
Drone Solution, there will
also be an Agri Ambulance
which will have the facility

of Agriculture Lab in
which farmers will be able
to get the soil testing done.

People associated with
the project informed the
Chief Minister that a lot of
facilities would be available
in farming. It needs to be
mentioned here that this
project will work on the
PPP model. One machine is
sufficient for 20 villages
and will be operated by a

group of locals. Young
members of the group will
be trained to operate the
drone. The Chief Minister
praised this innovation and
said that farming can be
taken to new heights by
practicing the techniques
of farming we have learned
from our ancestors along
with the use of modern
techniques. He instructed
them to keep doing such in-

novations continuously to
promote technology in
farming. The officials in-
formed the Chief Minister
that the Agri Ambulance
would have complete facili-
ties for farming. There will
also be availability of or-
ganic manure.

The Chief Minister said
that the members of the
group would be technically
proficient for this activity.
This will give them enough
time for other livelihood ac-
tivities other than farming.
CM interacted with
Kanchan Srivastava and
Harshit Hundit, Vinay
Srivastava associated with
the project and said that
this is a great innovation
and the first in the country.
CM's Advisor Pradeep
Sharma was also present
on the occasion.
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CM Baghel flags off ‘Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay Rath’

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Today, on the occa-
sion of Hareli Tihaar’, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel flagged
off Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay
Rath from his Raipur based resi-
dence, and conveyed his best
wishes for the success of the ini-
tiative. The program was com-
menced with the State Song of
Chhattisgarh. Rath Yatra was
flagged off with the slogan of
“Baat He Abhimaan Ke, Mahila
Man Ke Samman Ke”.
Chhattisgarh State Commission
for Women has taken this initiative
of Nyay Rath Yatra with the aim of
making women of the state aware
of their constitutional rights and
laws.

Chief Minister Baghel also

administered the oath of ensuring
security, justice and empower-
ment of women.

Under this initiative of
Chhattisgarh Women Commission
for women empowerment,
Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay Rath
Yatra will go from village to village
in all the districts to create mass
awareness about the legal provi-
sions and constitutional rights of
women. The Information regarding
women’s right and concerning
laws will be spread through short
films, messages and brochures. In
the first phase, the Rath will cover

nine districts of the state, starting
from Durg. Through this Rath
Yatra, women will also be provided
free legal aid. Each Mahatari Nyay
Rath will have two advocates, who
will listen to the grievances of
women and counsel them. Women
will also be able to submit their
applications to State Women
Commission through Nyay Rath.
National award-winning short
films in Chhattisgarhi and Hindi,
based on various laws, will be
screened on large LED screens
during the Rath Yatra. State gov-
ernment has made special

changes in the DMF policy, to
operate Mahtari Nyay Rath under
DMF.

Chairperson of Chhattisgarh
Women Commission Dr. Kiranmayi
Nayak said that it is very impor-
tant for all the women, educated-
uneducated, housewives-working,
to be aware of the functions of the
Women’s Commission, to be
informed about the laws and rules,
and to have the knowledge of their
rights. And with an aim to make
women of the state aware and
informed in the context,
Chhattisgarh Women Commission
has started Mahtari Nyay Rath
Yatra from the day of Hareli Tihar.
With the help of Mahatari Nyay
Rath, women will be informed
about the process of applying to
the Commission for redressal of
their problems and for free legal
aid. Women Commission has
already issued WhatsApp number
9098382225, on which women can
register their complaints with the
Commission.

Dr. Nayak said that in the last

three and a half years, state gov-
ernment has implemented many
schemes to empower the mothers
and sisters of Chhattisgarh social-
ly, economically and politically.
The success of these schemes has
become an example for the entire
country. Now, moving a step fur-
ther, Chhattisgarh Government
has come up with another one-of-
its-kind scheme to boost confi-
dence of women by making them
aware of their legal rights. This
scheme will play an important role
in controlling the crimes against
women in the state.

NNiinnee  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoo  bbee
ccoovveerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  pphhaassee  ooff  RRaatthh
YYaattrraa

Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay
Rath will initially tour nine districts
of the state that receive the
Mineral Trust fund, i.e. Durg,
Raipur, Rajnandgaon,
B a l o d a b a z a r - B h a t a p a r a ,
Mahasamund, Janjgir-Champa,
Gariaband, Dhamtari, Kanker.
Later, Nyay Rath Yatra will cover
remaining districts of the state.

Grand celebrations organized at CM’s
residence to mark ‘Hareli Tihar’

Raipur, Jul 28: ‘Hareli
Tihar’-the first festival of
Chhattisgarh-was cele-
brated with great pomp
and show at the residence
of Chief Minister here on
Thursday. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, along
with his better-half
Mukteshwari Baghel and
other relatives, worshiped
the rural deities, Tulsi
Mata, ‘Nangar’ (plough),
agricultural equipments,
‘Gedi’ and ‘Gaumata’ and
prayed for a good harvest.
He extended his warm

greetings and best wishes
to the people of the state
on the occasion of
‘Hareli’. Chief Minister’s
residence was decked up
in a rural setting depict-
ing vibrant culture of

Chhattisgarh. The atten-
dees enjoyed
Chhattisgarhi folk music
and dance, traditional
‘Gadwa Baja’, ‘Raut
Nacha’, Gedi dance, folk
games, ‘raichuli’ and tra-
ditional delicacies.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel encour-
aged the folk dance artists
by performing Gedi dance
with them. The Chief
Minister also tried his
hand at a game of
‘Bhaura’ (spinning top).
He also enjoyed ‘raichuli’
with his daughter.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, and
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Chairperson Smt.
Kiranmayee Nayak also
enjoyed the ‘raichuli’.

AIIMS join hands with IIT Bhilai 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  To provide
affordable technological solu-
tions to patients and to pro-
mote technological advance-
ment in the Medical field, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences and IIT Bhilai have
joined hands together. Both
Institutes have signed an
MoU, which will open new
avenues between two promi-
nent institutes of
Chhattisgarh in promoting
collaborative projects.

Both AIIMS-R Director Prof.
(Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar and
IIT Bhilai Director Prof. Rajat
Moona termed this partner-
ship a new era in medical and
technological collaboration.
‘MoU will lead to more collab-

oration with prestigious insti-
tutes like IIT Bhilai. Medical
students can learn technolog-
ical advancements and
unique, low-cost solutions
provided by a start-up in the
IIT system. Faculty from both
institutes can exchange their
expertise and explore more
areas for joint research proj-
ects. I hope the new partner-
ship will be more rewarding
for both institutes, said Prof.

Nagarkar.
Prof. Moona informed that

IIT Bhilai already has more
than ten functioning start-
ups. ‘We are promoting inno-
vation and incubation through
start-ups. Their technological
solutions can be beneficial for
both CG at large and AIIMS in
particular. Our smart MRI
contrast agents and quality
vision solutions will give
patients an advantage. Both

Institutes have planned pro-
gressive partnerships which
are unique in the country, he
added.

During a joint brainstorm-
ing session, both Institutes
agreed to provide computing
and technological solutions
for the medical field, a new
academic program to pro-
mote computing and appreci-
ation of technology among
medical undergraduates, and
AI programming for both
B.Tech. and Medical Students.

The MoU signing ceremony
is graced by Deputy Director
(Admin.) Anshuman Gupta,
Dean (Academics) Prof. Alok
C. Agrawal, Dean
(Examinations) Prof. Eli
Mohapatra, Dr. B.K. Murthy,
CEO, IBITF, IIT-Bhilai, Dr.
Anindita Ghosh, and Dr. Arzad
Alam Kherani. Dr. Ramasamy
Mayilmurugan, Chemistry
Department, and Dr. Gagan
Raj Gupta, Electrical
Engineering and Computer
Science Department, present-
ed their research work and
outcomes.

Town Hall meeting and Mega Loan
Disbursement camp by Indian Bank ED
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288:: Imran Amin
Siddiqui, Executive Director,
Indian Bank visited Raipur on
July 26. A Town Hall meeting was
organised in New Circuit House
to address Indian Bank staff of
Chhattisgarh state by Imran
Amin Siddique. He emphasised
on better customer service for
development of bank as well as
economic development of gener-
al public and state of
Chhattisgarh. He emphasised the
importance of  digitalisation in
banking field and updated about
latest development in the bank.
The meeting was conducted in
presence of Manoj Das, Field
General Manager (Bhubaneswar)
and Rajendra Kumar, Zonal
Manager (Raipur), attended by

all branch staff from Raipur and
Durg city in presence and other
branch staff of entire
Chhattisgarh state through
webex meeting.

Mega Loan Disbursement
camp under MSME, Agriculture

and Retail segment was also con-
ducted on May 27 at Hotel
Mayfair Lake Resorts Naya
Raipur. In the mega loan camp
total sanctions of Rs 90 crore was
distributed to the applicants
under MSME.

Raipur, Jul 28: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday extended support
to the strike of government
employees who are seeking
hike in Dearness
Allowance (DA) and House
Rent Allowance (HRA) to

them in accordance to the
central government em-
ployees.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai
reached the dharna spot to
extend support to the em-
ployees who have been on
strike for the last four days
under the banner of
Chhattisgarh Karmachari
Adhikari Federation
(CKAF). Extending support

to them, the BJP President
Sai termed their demand to
be genuine and added that
the BJP would continue
supporting them. He held
the Congress government
responsible for the agitation
of employees and alleged
that the employees are feel-
ing cheated over non imple-
mentation of DA, HRA hike
for them on line with cen-
tral govt employees.

BJP extends support to agitating govt employees

State President Sai
terms their demand
genuine

Central leaders arrive
for BJP training

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) General Secretary
(Organizational) Shivprakash
and General Secretary in-charge
of party affairs in Chhattisgarh
D Purandeswari on Thursday
reached here to participate in
the three-day residential train-
ing camp to begin from Friday
morning onwards. BJP CG
General Secretary Bhupinder
Sawanni, Raipur South MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and other
senior leaders of Organization
welcomed both the central lead-
ers on their arrival here. It is
notable that the three-day resi-
dential training camp would be
held at Jainam Manas Bhawan
near Raipur Airport during
which the top leaders would dis-
cuss over key issues including
the highlighting of central wel-
fare programmes before the
people in next few months.
Meanwhile, the party insiders
stated that the central leaders
would also study the scenario
ahead of the possible rejig at
Organizational level ahead of
next Legislative Assembly polls
in Chhattisgarh. 

For technological
innovation in 
medical field

To work together in
Ophthalmology,
Image Processing
and other Sectors

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, AIIMS-R, and Prof.
Rajat Moona, Director, IIT Bhilai signing MoU.

Raipur: ‘You are a
young person of 60 years.
Please show your talent
on Gedi. When the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel came to know
that the elderly Tirath
Ram Sinha was trying to
meet him for the last two
years while travelling on
a Gedi, he immediately
called Tirath Ram for a
meeting and also talked
to him cordially’. On
Thursday, a programme
was organized in the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence on the occasion of
Hareli Tihar. This pro-
gramme hosts people
from Raipur as well as
other cities in the state.

One such person is
Tirath Ram Sinha, who
lives in Jora, a village
that is 10 Km. away from
Raipur district. He said
that he had been attend-
ing the Hareli Tihar pro-
gramme to meet the
Chief Minister for the
last two years but he was
unable to do so. But today,
the Chief Minister came
to know about him and
called him to his resi-
dence for a meeting.

Tirath Ram told the
Chief Minister that he
had come from Jora
while travelling through
a distance of 10 Km. on
his Gedi. He also ex-
pressed his wish to show
the Chief Minister his
talent for riding a Gedi.
At this, the Chief
Minister also expressed
his desire to see his tal-
ent. Tirath Ram immedi-
ately jumped on the two
Gedis simultaneously.

After watching Tirath
Ram’s amazing talent,
the Chief Minister said
that he is a young person
of 60 years. After meet-
ing the Chief Minister,
Tirath Ram said that he
was really happy after
meeting him today and it
is a great honour for him
to be called by the head of
the state and to be receiv-
ing recognition.

CM duly worshiped
‘Nangar’ and other
agricultural equip-
ment and prayed
for a good harvest

CM House decked
up in a rural setting
depicting vibrant
culture of Ch’garh

FOLK DANCE

Folk artists performed variety of folk dances of Chhattisgarh on occasion of Hareli
Tihar at CM’s official residence here on Thursday.

Tirathram travelled 10 km in ‘Gedi’ to meet CM
When CM came to
know about it, he
called Tirathram
immediately and
praised his talent

In the first phase,
the ‘Nyay Rath’ will
tour nine districts
of the state, start-
ing from Durg dis-
trict

Raipur, Jul 28: Hareli Tihar,
the main festival of rural cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh, was
celebrated on Thursday in all
the colleges, agricultural
fields and Krishi Vigyan
Kendras operated under
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University. The chief guest of
the Hareli Tihar program or-
ganized at Swami
Vivekananda Agricultural
Engineering and Technology
College located in Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University campus, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel started the Hareli
festival program with cow
worship and worshiping
agricultural machines.

Addressing the function
Dr. Girish Chandel said that
Hareli, the festival of nature,

has great importance in the
rural social and cultural en-
vironment of Chhattisgarh.
It is the main festival of
farmers. Nature is worshiped
in Hareli festival. At the time
of Hareli, the whole earth is
covered with greenery and
farmers retire from agricul-
tural activities like trans-
planting. On this day farmers
worship their cows and agri-
cultural implements.

Expressing hope of a good
crop in the current Kharif
season, Dr. Chandel congrat-
ulated the farmers and agri-
cultural scientists on the oc-
casion of Hareli festival.

On this occasion, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Chandel said
that Hareli festival is a
unique amalgamation of tra-
dition and science. On this
day, while worshiping nature,
traditions related to farming

are performed, while various
sports and sports competi-
tions - Gedi race, Fugdi,
chair race  and other events
are organized. Along with
this, traditional dishes like
Typhari, Khurmi, Bara,
Dumpling  are also made.
Scientific reasons are in-
volved behind all these cus-
toms. They have a favorable
effect on human health.
Similarly, animals are fed
with flour mixed with
‘shatavar’ and ‘lodhra’,
which protects them from
various diseases. Various
sports competitions were or-
ganized for the students on
this occasion, which includ-
ed competitions like Gedi
Run, Fugdi, Coconut Throw,
Chair Race etc. The winners
were awarded by the guests.

In the program Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University Registrar G.K.
Nirmam, Director Extension
Services Dr. P.K. Chandrakar,
Director Education Dr. S.S.
Sengar, Dean Student
Welfare Dr. G.K. Srivastava,
Dean Agriculture College Dr.
K.L. Nandeha, Dean
Agricultural Engineering
College  Dr. VK. Pandey, Dean
College of Food Technology
Dr. A.K. Dave, Heads of vari-
ous departments  were pres-
ent. Gau-Nanger worship
was also done in various col-
leges, agricultural fields and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras run
under the university. The
Dean of the College of
Agricultural Engineering,
Dr. VK. Pandey expressed his
gratitude to the guests.

Nature’s festival Hareli is amalgamation of tradition and Science: Dr. Chandel
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HNLU-CGSBB organise national conference 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Hidayatullah
National Law University
(HNLU), Raipur in collaboration
with the Chhattisgarh State
Bio-diversity Board organised a
two-day National-level
Conference on ‘Protection of
Traditional Knowledge and
Biodiversity: Problems and
Prospects’. 

The inaugural ceremony of
the conference was graced by
esteemed government officials.
The Chief Guest of the ceremo-
ny was Praveen Shrivastava,
PCCF and Member Secretary,
Maharashtra State Biodiversity
Board, while the Guest of
Honour was  Arun Kumar
Pandey, IFS, APCCF and
Member Secretary, CG State
Biodiversity Board. Other key
dignitaries that graced the
occasion were Prem Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of Forest
and Climate Change, Govt of
CG, Srinivas Tenneti, Deputy
Secretary, Ministry of Forest
and Climate Change Govt. of CG
and Atul Shukla, Director,
SFRTI. Prof. (Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan, Vice Chancellor,
Prof. (Dr.) Uday Shankar,
Registrar, Dr Ankit Awasthi,
Organizing Secretary and Mr

Abhinav Shukla, Organizing Co-
Secretary along with the organ-
izing committee, faculty mem-
bers and students were also
present at the ceremony. 

Day one of the conference
witnessed two thought-provok-
ing technical sessions wherein
participants from reputed uni-
versities and institutions pre-
sented their papers and one
enlightening Panel Discussion
in which the panellists had an
intriguing deliberation on
“Traditional Knowledge for
Biodiversity and Sustainable
Development”. 

The Conference had Panel
discussions and technical ses-
sions. Two Panel discussions
were conducted on the themes
of “Traditional Knowledge for
Biodiversity & Sustainable
Development” and “Utilization
of Traditional Knowledge and
Community Engagement:
Access & Benefit Sharing”. Dr
Amit Dubey, Scientist, IPR

Centre, CG Council of Science
and Technology, Prof. (Dr.) M K
Ramesh, Former Professor,
NLSIU, Bangalore, Dr Ghazala
Javed, Research Officer,
CCRUM, M/o AYUSH,
Government of India, Shri
Pravin Shrivastava, Raju
Agasimani, Chief Conservator
of Forest, Kanker, Dr Neeti
Wilson, Partner, Anand and
Anand, Prof. (Dr.) Anindya
Sircar, Dr Kalpana Sastri,
Former Director of National
Academy of Agricultural and
Management, Prof. Ganesh
Hingmire, Founder of GMGC
and Dr A K Gupta, Registrar &
Professor, the University of
Transdisciplinary Health
Sciences & Technology
Bengaluru were the resource
persons for these panel discus-
sions. The conference had an
overwhelming response from
students, research scholars and
professionals across the nation
and after due scrutiny 41

papers have been selected for
paper presentations in four
technical sessions on 11 sub-
themes.

In technical sessions, Prof
(Dr.) Anindya Sircar, Prof.
Ganesh Hingmire, Prof. (Dr.)
Rajiv Khare, Professor, NLIU,
Bhopal, Dr K. Syamala,
Associate Professor-cum-
Director (Research & Training),
NUSRL, Ranchi, Prof. (Dr.)
Tarun Thakur, Professor &
Head, Department of
Environmental Science, IGNTU
and Mr Pratik Verma, Legal
Advisor, Chhattisgarh State
Biodiversity Board were the
resource persons.

Dr V. B. Mathur, Chairman,
National Biodiversity Authority,
New Delhi and Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Chairman, C.G.
State Biodiversity Board and
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, C.G. Forest Department
graced the Valedictory
Ceremony of the conference.

This conference witnessed
the participation of leading law
schools and other institutions in
India as West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences,
Gujarat National Law
University, Maharashtra
National Law University, NLSRL,
Ranchi, CNLU, Patna,
Pondicherry University, School
of International Studies, JNU,
New Delhi, Central University of
South Bihar, O.P. Jindal Global
University, Sonipat and Christ
University to name a few.

SXHS, Bharni celebrates
‘Tree Plantation Day’

Bilaspur, Jul 28: The stu-
dents and staff of St.
Xavier’s High School,
Bharni celebrated Tree
Plantation Day in school
premises and inaugurated
environment week cele-
bration. The objective of
the programme was to
motivate the students to
protect the environment
and plan more and more
trees. Dr. Rajpal Sood-
DIG, Central Reserve
Police Force was the Chief
Guest on this occasion.
The Chief Guest was wel-
comed by NCC girls’
cadets of the school. The
school principal Jitinder
Singh Hundal welcomed
the chief with an indoor
plant.

A cultural programme
was presented by the stu-
dents of the school on Go
Green theme. Priyanka
and Abhinav, students of
class XII presented a
poem highlighting the im-

portance of trees in our
life. A skit on environ-
ment presented by the
hostel students of the
school mesmerized the
spectators. Pragya
Sonwani and Kelvin Minz
the students of class XII
did the compeering of the
cultural programme. Dr.
Rajpal Sood- DIG CRPF
inspired the students to
plant trees and take care
of the environment.

Montessori kids took
part in a rally to spread an
environmental aware-
ness. The programme
concluded with tree pla-
nation by the Chief Guest
followed the students of
the school. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
by Subash Ray- newly pro-
moted bursar of the
school. Abhilash Patnaik,
Nancy Parekh, Dr.
Mahinder Singh and
Reema Sharma were also
present on this occasion.

Ishant, Manan of KPS
represented state 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur ,Jul 28: Two stu-
dents Ishant Talreja and
Manan Sethia from
Krishna Public School
Kamal Vihar - represent-
ed the State of
Chhattisgarh at the
National Rounds of FIT
India Quiz currently un-
derway in Mumbai.

On July 21, they were fa-
cilitated along with other
FIT India Quiz State level
winners by the Union
Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Mr. Anurag
Singh Thakur at a cere-
mony organised by the
Ministry.

Cash Prize amounting
to Rs 99 lakhs was award-
ed to top 72 State Round
Champions across the
country, informed an offi-
cial release from the
Minister. A first of its
kind nation-wide Quiz
the FIT India Quiz was

launched by the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and
Sports with the aim to cre-
ate awareness among stu-
dents about India’s rich
sporting history.

As per the release, the
Quiz saw participation of
36,299 students in the pre-
liminary rounds where
13500 schools competed
online on a platform host-
ed by the National Testing
Agency.

Continuous support,
guidance and motivation
from mentors in the
school helped the students
to achieve this feat.
Krishna Public School,
Raipur Region Executive
Director Ashutosh &
school Principal Priyanka
Tripathi highly appreciat-
ed the excellent perform-
ance of the students, con-
gratulated them and felt
that such competitions
help in enhancing the
overall knowledge and
skills of the students, be-
sides being a big step for-
ward in taking ahead the
FIT India campaign.

Ayush Shukla receives
Group Commander award

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 28: At a pro-
gramme organized in
Gyanoday Bhavan of
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School , NCC
cadet Ayush Shukla re-
ceived the award of
Group Commander Best
Cadet. The award was pre-
sented by Commanding
Officer Colonel Rakesh
Budhani in presence of
school Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma and
Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar. NCC

Officer Shrinivas Rao and
Subedar Pal Singh Sr JCO
was also present on the oc-
casion. Colonel Budhani
also presented ‘A’ certifi-
cates to NCC cadets of the
school. In his speech Dr
Sharma underlined the
importance of NCC in
one’s life and shared his
experience as NCC cadet
in his school and college
days. Colonel Budhani
congratulated NCC cadets
for clearing NCC ‘A’
Certificate and wished for
a bright future. He also
presented a memento to
the school from the unit
side to the school princi-
pal Dr Sharma. NCC
Officer Shrinivas Rao pro-
posed vote of thanks at
the end.

‘Bijli Mahotsav’ organized
at Raigarh and Janjgir

Raigarh, Jul 28: As a
part of celebrations of
‘Azadi ki Amrit
Mahoschav’, ‘Bijli
Mahotsav’ celebrated at
Raigarh, Panjri Plant au-
ditorium on July 28 under
the theme “Ujjwal Bharat,
Ujjwal Bhavishya, Power
@ 2047. Prakash Naik,
MLA, Raigarh was the
chief guest.

The programme was
started with ceremonial
lamp lighting and singing
of Chhattisgarh state
song “Chhattisgarh
Mahatari”. Various
schemes of Union min-
istry of Power and Union
ministry of New and
Renewable Energy and
Chhattisgarh State Power
distribution company
Limited was show cased

by exhibition and display
of short movie on devel-
opment happened in the
power sector.

A street play on the ben-
efits and development
work happened by elec-
tricity was staged.

Among other digni-
taries, Nirakar Patel,
Chairman Zila panchayat,
Raigarh, Janki Katju,
Mayor Nagar Nigam,
Raigarh, Ranu Sahu,
Collector, Raigarh,
Abinash Mishra, CEO,

Zila Panchayat, Raigarh
and large number of peo-
ple and beneficiaries were
present on this occasion.

In another programme
on ‘Bijli Mahotsav’ was
also organized at Janjgir-
Champa district and here
Narayan Chandel, MLA,
Janjgir-champa was the
Chief Guest of the pro-
gramme. Similar display
and movie was also played
to show case various de-
velopmental activities in
power sector.

No-trust motion against Congress govt defeated

Raipur, Jul 28 (PTI): The
no-confidence motion
moved by the opposition
BJP against the Congress
government in
Chhattisgarh, where polls
are due next year, was de-
feated by voice vote in the
state Assembly on
Thursday.

The House witnessed a
stormy debate over the no-
confidence motion as the
opposition members tar-
geted the Congress gov-
ernment over its infight-
ing, Income Tax raids in
the state, alleged corrup-
tion cases and non-fulfill-
ment of its poll promises.

The treasury benches
rejected the charges,
claiming the opposition
failed to come up with any
concrete issues.

The BJP on Wednesday
presented an 84-point
“charge-sheet” against the
state government during
the 13-hour debate on the

motion, which was defeat-
ed by voice vote after mid-
night around 1.15 am on
Wednesday.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel termed the opposi-
tion’s charges as false and
said his government
makes welfare schemes
“keeping an individual at
the centre”.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has worked in this
direction to make the state
free of malnutrition and
provide quality education,
health facilities and em-

ployment opportunities in
the last three-and-half
years.

Replying to the discus-
sions, the Chief Minister
hit out at the BJP, accusing
it of indulging in vendetta
politics.

‘I respect central (inves-
tigating) agencies, but
what if they work with a
biased approach?’ In the
National Herald case, your
(BJP) intention is just to
harass (Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi),” he said.

Why the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) did not
take action in the civil sup-
ply scam (unearthed dur-
ing previous BJP govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh led
by Raman Singh) despite it
having registered a case in
this connection? the CM
asked. “Over Rs 5,000 crore
of the people of
Chhattisgarh was looted
by chit fund companies
during the previous gov-
ernment. Why didn’t the
ED probe it considering it
a case of money launder-
ing. ‘I have written to the
prime minister and fi-
nance minister seeking ac-
tion in the chit fund case’,
he said.

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment does not do poli-
tics of revenge, he said.

“It is Delhi (BJP govern-
ment at the Centre) which
is doing vendetta politics
and indulging in horse-
trading, he alleged.

Countering the BJP’s
charges of rise in cases of
conversion and no action
being taken by the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh, Baghel
claimed that 95 per cent of
churches in the state were
built during the previous
BJP government.

The BJP should check
how many Churches were

built during its 15-year
rule (2003-2018). ‘I can
claim that 95 per cent of
them was set up during
their rule,’ he said.

“BJP had brought the
anti-conversion bill in 2012
in the state. It was brought
as conversions were tak-
ing place at that time, the
CM said, adding that his
government will not allow
peace and brotherhood to
get disturbed in the state.

He further claimed that
despite being in power for
15 years, the “BJP failed to
understand the soul of
Chhattisgarh, wishes of
the people and dreams of
our ancestors”.

When the Congress was
elected to power in
Chhattisgarh (in 2018), it
received in legacy several
problems, including 14
Naxal-hit districts, 18 per
cent slums and 40 per cent
poverty, Baghel remarked.

He said the Congress
government has been
working with a vision of a
three-pronged strategy of
“trust, development and
security”.

Naxals are under pres-
sure and shifting from
Chhattisgarh to neigh-
bouring states, Baghel
claimed.

The state government
has been working with the

idea of ‘Gadhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’ (creating a
new Chhattisgarh). We
took loans for the welfare
schemes of farmers and
people of the state. We
make schemes keeping an
individual at the centre, he
said.

In 15 years of their
(BJP) rule, they could not

even build a better hospi-
tal and school,” the CM
said.

Despite facing chal-
lenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, the present
Congress government
took several steps to im-
prove health facilities and
education, he pointed out.

“We started Haat-

Bazaar clinics in rural
areas and a slum health-
care scheme in urban
areas to provide health-
care facilities at the
doorsteps. Besides, Swami
Atmanand government
English medium schools
were set up which are get-
ting a huge response,” he
said.

On ‘Traditional
Knowledge, Bio-
diversity and
Sustainable
Development’

At Fit India Quiz
national rounds and
felicitated

Earlier speaking during the
debate, Leader of Opposition
Dharmlal Kaushik claimed the
Congress regime has become
a government of hollow prom-
ises and people have lost faith
in it.

The Congress government
failed to fulfil promises made
in its Jan Ghoshna Patra (poll
manifesto) and it is unfortu-
nate that the convener (refer-
ring to minister TS Singh Deo)
of the manifesto is not pres-
ent in the House, he said.

Singh Deo on July 16
resigned from the panchayat
and rural development
department, one of the four
portfolios held by him, claim-
ing he was being sidelined.

Kaushik claimed there is

not a single department
where corruption is not taking
place.

“When a minister (refer-
ring to Singh Deo) has himself
expressed no confidence in
the government, then how
will the public have faith?” he
said. There is a situation of
“internal differences” within
the government, the BJP
leader claimed.

The Congress made tall
promises of waiving farm
loans, but there are still
91,000 farmers who have
been receiving notices to pay
their debts, he said.

The politics of appease-
ment is spoiling the atmos-
phere of the state. The law
and order situation has com-
pletely collapsed in the state,
Kaushik further claimed.

After the discussion, the
motion was defeated by voice
vote. Subsequently, Speaker
Charan Das Mahant
adjourned the Assembly sine
die. The winter session of the
state Assembly is likely to be
held in the second or third
week of December, Mahant
said.

Cong regime is govt with hollow
promises : Kaushik

As part of ‘Azadi ki
Amrit Mahotsav’
under ‘Ujjwal
Bharat, Ujjwal
Bhavishya’

As best NCC cadet
of 5CG CT (I) NCC 

Raipur, Jul 28: The 2-year-
long Covid did its damage
to one and all but it had its
plus points. Some teachers
made it special by follow-
ing the principle of
Modiji to convert
the adversity into
advantage. I wish to
thank my English
teacher Mr Mishra,
who made the on-
line coaching mem-
orable. No wonder that I
scored 99% in English! I
also wish to thank the sub-
ject teachers of Economics,
Commerce, Accounts, Art

and Physical Education,
for their share of contribu-
tion to my success. Long
live RKC and RKCians. I
would be failing in my duty

if I don’t thank my
teachers from MP
House, who laid the
foundation of my
achievement at the
grassroots level.
The edifice of my
education bears a

witness to each and every
opportunity I was given, be
it Elocution, Recitation or
Olympiad, I am indebted to
all that forever.

Nothing succeeds like
success: Smriti

KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  2288::  In Sukma district,
dry ration is being distributed to
the people of the wards affected
by the floods in Konta Nagar due
to the back water of Godavari.
Flood Relief Sahayata Trust
(FRST) of Andhra Pradesh sent
dry ration to Anjuman Islamia
Committee (AIC) Konta. Ration
was sent to about 800 families
affected due to flood.

Relief material was given so

far to the public of five wards of
Konta Nagar. The people of
flood affected wards of other
wards are also being appealed
for collecting relief material.
During this, Wahidullah Khan,
Zakir Hussain, Irshad Khan,
Sheikh Rahim, MD Shadiq, Noor
Ali, Jagir Khan, Asif Khan, Irfan
Khan, Sardar Khan, and mem-
bers of Anjuman Ismaili
Committee Konta were present.

FRST of AP send dry ration to AIC Konta



Dhamtari, Jul 28: 

After demolishing a di-
lapidated school building,
in Baanspara, the stu-
dents of the school are
forced to sit in a single
room to get their respec-
tive lessons. The students
total 62 in number sit
cramped in a single class,
with their education badly
affected.

Village Kukrel
Sarpanch Bhojwati
Dhruv, who reached the
District Collector PS
Elma, with the demand of
building a new primary
school building, informed
that the demolished build-
ing was close to 40 years
old, and in view of the
safety of the students, last
year on the instructions of
the government the gram
panchayat dismantled it,
but till date the new build-
ing has not been con-
structed in its place.

The parents association
and teachers also have
staged their protest on
this issue. Village
Development Committee
President Nandkumar

Yadav, Chandra Kumar
were among those who
reached the Collectorate
demanding construction
of a new school building
at the earliest.

Jagdalpur, Jul 28: 

Under the chairmanship
of Collector Chandan
Kumar, the time-limit meet-

ing was organized in the
Prerna Room of the
District Office on
Wednesday. In the meeting,
he directed the officers and
employees of the Revenue
Department and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
to stay in the headquarters
to improve the functioning
of the administration, so
that the common people
can get the quick benefits
of the schemes of the state
government. He directed
the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate to ensure nec-
essary action to check ille-
gal construction at various
places in the city. He
stressed on the prompt dis-
posal of the applications
received from the heads of
the society. Along with this,
directed for speedy redres-
sal of cases of natural
calamity. In view of the
rainy season, instructions
have been given to do
Chlorination in borewells,
hand pumps, and other
water sources. Collector
has given instructions to
complete the data entry

work in the Jal Shakti
Mission Portal at the earli-
est. The same directed the
Commissioner Corporation
and CEO of Block
Jagdalpur to provide the
building for the third gen-
der. He has asked to submit
the demand for the require-
ment of flag in government
offices, Anganwadi, health
center, school, NRLM cen-
ter, fair price shops under
the ‘Har Ghar Jhanda pro-
gram’. Instructions were
given to submit a demand
by making a budget propos-
al for the development of
Aastha Kendras. The
Collector inquired about
the availability of manure,
urea, DAP in the district
and asked all the sub-divi-
sional magistrates to keep
the information in coordi-
nation with the society, so

that in case of shortage, de-
mand should be sent. On the
instructions of the govern-
ment, to stop the use of sin-
gle-use plastic, jointly the of-
ficers of the corporation
and revenue were instruct-
ed to investigate the shops
and take action. Along with
this, instead of plastic, as an
alternative, women of self-
help groups emphasized on
making bags.

In view of the upcoming
festivals, he directed to mon-
itor the quality of food
items as well as to conduct
regular checks in sweet
shops. Collector Chandan
Kumar directed to record
Devguri sites in the revenue
records. Along with this, in-
structions were given to
complete the distribution of
forest booklets. He took cog-
nizance of the status of

Eklavya Vidyalaya, the
progress of Ayushman
card, the status of settle-
ment of pension case, the
case of voluntary grant, the
creation and distribution of
caste certificate, the
progress of the construc-
tion of C-Mart, the condi-
tion. During the review of
Covid vaccination, he said
that there is a need to make
the general public aware.
Instructions were given to
issue show cause notices for
negligence in vaccination
work. In the meeting, he di-
rected to bring progress in
the revenue recovery work.
Which also directed to en-
sure that the disposal of rev-
enue cases within the time
limit. District level officers
including CEO of District
Panchayat Rohit Vyas, DFO
DP Sahu, Director of
Kanger Valley National
Park Ganveer Dhammshil
were present in the meeting.
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Bijapur, Jul 28:

Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) of Food
Corporation of India
(FCI) and Central In-
charge of the district
under Aspirational
District, Subodh Kumar
Singh, while observing
the development works of
the district during his
two-day stay, detailed de-
tails of Aspirational
District, Amrit Sarovar
and the ongoing develop-
ment works. Reviewing
the works, Subodh Kumar
Singh praised the excel-
lent work of the district,

while giving necessary
guidelines for education,
agriculture, malnutri-
tion, livelihood oriented
activities. Guidance was
given to improve the delta
ranking under the
Aspirational district.

The status of school re-
nounced children, pri-
mary education, mid-day
meal, running water, in-
stitutional delivery, status
of health centers can
reach the last person of
the government’s plans.
Eradication of malnutri-
tion and anemia by re-
viewing the sources of ir-
rigation, implementation
of various schemes under

agriculture, solar pump,
crop insurance, Prime
Minister Kisan Samman
Nidhi, food processing,
livestock vaccination, em-
ployment opportunities,
livelihood activities, ani-
mal husbandry, fisheries
etc. At the same time,
guidance was given on
supplementary nutrition-
al food for pregnant and
lactating women, mal-
nourished child and girl
child. Instructions were
given to take the farmers
of the district on a tour to
show excellent farming to
promote agriculture.
During the review, while
doing a comprehensive

review of Jal Shakti
Abhiyan and Amrit
Sarovar, it was said that
necessary initiatives
should be taken to pro-
mote the sources of irri-
gation. Took information
about approved ponds in
the district and gave nec-
essary guidance for water
harvesting.

Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara apprised
him about the develop-
ment works and various
schemes of the district
and assured to conduct
the schemes in a better
way. During this, senior
officers of all the depart-
ments of the district in-
cluding General Manager
Food Corporation of
India Raipur, CEO
District Panchayat Shri
Ravi Kumar Sahu,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Shri Pankaj Shukla,
Nodal Officer NITI Aayog
and SDM Dr. Hemendra
Bhuarya were present.

CMD FCI conducts review meeting
Gaurela Pendra

Marwahi: Jul 28: On
the call of Chhattisgarh
State Joint Pensioners
(CGSJP) and Employees
Federation Union (EFU)
Raipur, a protest demon-
stration of the union was
organized in front of
Rajiv Gandhi statue be-
hind the Chief
Minister’s residence in
Hanuman temple prem-
ises, Raipur. In this
demonstration, the mem-
bers of the pensioners
union from across the
state participated with
enthusiasm. In this sit-
in demonstration, mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
State Joint Pensioners
Federation, while keep-
ing their demand, said
that the way 34 percent
dearness relief by the
central government is
not only by the central
government but many
state governments of the
country are also provid-
ing dearness relief to

pensioner employees.
The same is our demand
that the same 34% dear-
ness relief should be
given to the pensioners
and employees by issu-
ing orders immediately.
Along with this, on the
basis of section 49 (6) of
the Chhattisgarh
Madhya Pradesh State
Reorganization Act 2002,
the obligation of consent

of both the states should
also be abolished imme-
diately. The members of
the same pensioners
union said that if our de-
mand is not fulfilled,
then on August 9, 2022,
on the occasion of
Kranti Diwas, the
Pensioners and
Employees Union of
Chhattisgarh will protest
in Delhi. District

Secretary Prakash
Namdev, Co-Secretary
Mohani Shankar Tiwari,
District President Shiv
Shankar Tiwari,
Working President
Sobhnath Tiwari, Tehsil
President Nathu Prasad
Gupta, Tehsil Secretary
Pehalwan Singh Marko
from Marwahi, along
with other officials par-
ticipated in the protest.

EFU and CGSJP stage demonstration 

Collector reviews development works in Bastar div.
Instructions given to officers and employees to stay in hq’s

Sixty two students of five 
classes made to sit in one class!

RUN FOR YOUR LIVER

People take part in an awareness rally to mark the World Hepatitis Day 2022, in Guwahati, Thursday, July 28.

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Vehicles ply on a waterlogged road at Jangpura after heavy monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.
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14 injured
Shimla: Fourteen
passengers were in-
jured as a roadways
bus fell into a gorge in
Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla district on
Thursday, the state
disaster management
department said. The
Himachal Road
Transport
Corporation (HRTC)
bus was on its way to
Theog from Jarai,
skid off the road near
Baghar Kenchi and
Huli Sub Division
Theog and roll down
about 50-60 feet below
the road, the depart-
ment said. The in-
jured have been shift-
ed to Kotkhai and
Theog community
health centres, it said.

Three killed
Jaipur: A house col-
lapsed in Bikaner dis-
trict of Rajasthan,
leaving three mem-
bers of a family dead,
police said on
Thursday. The house
collapsed on
Wednesday night,
killing Mahaveer
Kumar (40), his wife
Savitri (35) and their
12-year-old son. Prima
facie, the incident oc-
curred due to rains,
the police said,
adding, the bodies
will be handed over to
relatives after post-
mortem.

Grenade found
Jammu: Security
forces defused a
grenade found in a
border hamlet in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri
district, officials said
on Thursday.Some
passersby spotted the
grenade near a house
in Danka village
along the LoC in
Nowshera belt and
informed the police
on Wednesday
evening, they said.
Police and Army
rushed to the area
and defused the
grenade safely.

12 kanwariyas
injured 

Shahjahanpur (UP):
Twelve kanwariyas
were injured here on
Thursday when a
tractor trolley in
which they were
travelling over-
turned after being
hit by a truck, police
said. The incident
took place near
Katiyuli village,
they said. The kan-
wariyas were on
their way to Gola
Gokaran Nath after
collecting water
from the Ghatiya
Ghat of the Ganga
river, Allahganj po-
lice station in-
charge Pradeep
Sherawat said. Two
trolleys were tied to
the tractor and one
of them overturned
after the truck hit it
from the side. The
truck driver fled the
spot, he said.

Man held
Barabanki (UP): A
man was arrested
for allegedly raping
his six-year-old sis-
ter-in-law here, po-
lice said on
Thursday. Following
a complaint filed by
the victim’s sister
and the wife of the
accused, a case was
registered on
Wednesday, they
said. The woman
claimed that her
husband assaulted
and raped her sister
four days aga while
she was not at home,
Additional
Superintendent of
Police Manoj
Pandey said. The
minor has been ad-
mitted to the district
hospital, police said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande on Thursday held
extensive talks with the
chief of Maldivian de-
fence forces Maj Gen
Abdulla Shamaal, focus-
ing on ways to further
strengthen bilateral de-
fence and security coop-
eration. Major Gen

Shammal is currently on
a visit to India. The
Maldives is one of India’s
key maritime neighbours
in the Indian Ocean
Region and the bilateral
defence and security ties
have been on an upward
trajectory in the last few
years. “Gen Manoj Pande
#COAS extended a warm
welcome to Maj Gen

Abdulla Shamaal, Chief
of Defence Force,
@MNDF_Official and dis-
cussed ways to strength-
en the
#DefenceCooperation be-
tween the two countries,”
the Army tweeted.

In March, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, during a visit
to Male, handed over a
coastal radar system to
Maj Gen Shamaal.

India and Maldives
share common perspec-
tives on maritime securi-
ty issues in the Indian
Ocean and have been
working together to ex-
pand defence coopera-
tion.

In April, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
travelled to the Maldives
and met Maldivian
President Ibrahim
Mohamad Solih and other
senior leaders of the is-
land nation to further
boost maritime security
cooperation.

Army Chief Gen Pande holds talks
with top Maldivian commander

Chief of Maldives National Defence Force Major General
Abdulla Shamaal being received by Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.

Ahmedabad, Jul 28 (PTI):

The Gujarat Home
Department on Thursday
transferred the
Superintendents of Police
of Botad and Ahmedabad
and suspended six other
cops following the death of
42 people after consump-
tion of spurious liquor, an
official said.

Primary investigations
by police have revealed
that some small-time boot-
leggers of different vil-
lages in Botad district had
made the spurious liquor
by mixing water with
methyl alcohol or
Methanol, a highly poison-
ous industrial solvent, and
sold it to villagers for Rs 20
per pouch. According to
police, forensic analysis
established that the vic-
tims consumed methyl al-
cohol. “We have trans-

ferred Botad SP Karanraj
Vaghela and Ahmedabad
SP Virendrasingh Yadav.
Six other police officials,
including two Deputy SPs,
have been placed under
suspension,” Additional
Chief Secretary, Home,
Raj Kumar told PTI.

Those suspended are
Ahmedabad’s Dholka divi-
sion DySP N V Patel,
Botad DySP S K Trivedi,
Ahmedabad’s Dhandhuka
police station inspector K
P Jadeja, Dhandhuka divi-
sion’s circle police inspec-
tor S B Chaudhari and
Botad sub-inspectors B G
Vala and Shailendrasinh
Rana.

These officials were sus-
pended for “dereliction of
duty and lack of commit-
ment as they failed to stop
the transportation, sale
and consumption of
liquor laced with poison-

ous chemicals in their re-
spective areas,” say the
suspension letters issued
by the state Home
Department. Forty two
people from Botad and
neighbouring Ahmedabad
district have died so far
after consuming the spuri-
ous liquor on July 25,
while 97 people are still ad-
mitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi said on
Wednesday.

He said police will file a
charge sheet in 10 days to
ensure quick justice and
the government will also
appoint a Special Public
Prosecutor to fight the
case.

Fifteen key accused, in-
cluding the one who ac-
quired the chemical and
those who sold the liquor

to people, were already ar-
rested, he had said. The
Botad and Ahmedabad po-
lice on Tuesday registered
three First Information
Reports (FIRs) against
nearly 20 culprits under
Indian Penal Code
Sections 302 (murder), 328
(causing hurt by poison)
and 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy).

Police investigation has
revealed that a person
named Jayesh aka Raju,
who has been arrested,
had stolen 600 litres of
methyl alcohol from a
godown in Ahmedabad
where he worked as a man-
ager and then sold it to his
Botad-based cousin Sanjay
for Rs 40,000 on July 25.

Despite knowing that it
was an industrial solvent,
Sanjay sold the chemical
to local bootleggers of dif-
ferent villages of Botad.

Gujarat hooch tragedy: 2 SPs transferred, 6 cops suspended

Kancheepuram, Jul 28 (PTI):

Life-size portraits of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah forms part of
a huge hoarding put up
by here on Thursday by
the rebel AIADMK camp
and it has raised many
eyebrows in the political
arena.

The hoarding, featur-
ing Modi and Shah has
been put up here by the
rebel AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam’s (OPS)
camp.

OPS has been making
fresh appointments to
‘party posts’ and the
hoarding is a publicity
initiative by the support-
ers of new appointees
here. In the billboard,
Modi and Shah could be

seen waving at people. A
smiling, bright image of
Panneerselvam is promi-
nently featured in the
middle of the hoarding.

Dramatic scenes were
witnessed when new of-
fice-bearers garlanded a
statue of Dravidian icon
C N Annadurai, here.

A heavy-lift crane,
with a mega garland
placed on the hook, ma-
jestically rolled on to the
spot.

The crane brought the
garland close to the tall
statue and new ap-
pointees, standing on an
elevated platform picked
it and garlanded the stat-
ue in a grand show of
their arrival.

Though the images of
Modi and Shah has sur-
prised several people in
the political spectrum in

Tamil Nadu, political
watchers say that OPS
camp is trying its best to
regain Panneerselvam’s
lost importance in the
AIADMK.

Projecting a better
proximity to the top two
national leaders could be
used to have more lever-
age, they say.

Both Edappadi K
Palaniswami, AIADMK’s
interim general secre-
tary and OPS have
friendly relationship
with Modi and Shah.
Annadurai, the founder
of DMK and former
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister is an icon of the
Dravidian movement.

The PM is slated to at-
tend the inaugural event
of the 44th Chess
Olympiad on Thursday
here.

Modi, Amit Shah images on OPS camp’s
hoarding in TN throws a surprise

New Delhi, Jul 28: India
reacts to Pakistan’s with-
drawal from the Chess
Olympiad to be held in
Chennai.
“Highly unfortunate that

Pakistan politicised pres-
tigious international
event,” the MEA said.
“Surprising that Pakistan

suddenly took decision
not to participate in the
Chess Olympiad, particu-
larly after its team
reached India,” MEA
added.

Pakistan has with-
drawn from the 44th Chess
Olympiad scheduled to
begin in Chennai today.

Citing Indias torch relay
through Kashmir on July
21 as a reason for with-
drawal, Pakistans foreign
office spokesperson Asim
Iftikhar said in a state-
ment to Radio Pakistan,
India chose to politicize
this prestigious interna-
tional sporting event.

Pakistan politicising Chess Olympiad: MEA

Kohima, Jul 28 (PTI):

Hundreds of Nagas
from different states
Assam, Arunachal,
Manipur and Nagaland on
Thursday joined the
Global Naga Forum (GNF)
organised two-day Naga
Solidarity Walk , on the
theme One People, One
Destiny . The walk com-
menced from Kohima,
early this morning and
will culminate with the ex-
pected convergence of
thousands of Nagas in
Senapati Town in
Manipur on Friday after-
noon covering a distance
of 81 km. They will halt at
night at mid-way in
Maram Naga area in
Manipur. Addressing the
flagging off programme,
Adviser of GNF and
President Overseas Naga

Association, Dr Visier
Sanyu said while Naga
people are deeply divided,
the walk is a common
journey to unite the Nagas
as one and to defend the
Naga history and land
with the right spirit.

There is time for every-
thing and this is the right
time to come together and
build the “Naga nation as
one people with one des-
tiny”, he said.

In the past, our ances-
tors fought to defend the
land of Nagas with guns
but violence has an expiry
date and that period is
gone today we want to
fight for our people with
our heart and love, he said.

We want to show our-
selves and the world that
Naga people are one, he
said while expressing
hope that the walk will en-

rapture the Naga soul to
do the right thing to re-
ceive blessing, he said.

We are walking to be-
come one people in order
to defend our history and
land with the right spirit,
said Dr Sany .

This is the first leg of a
people’s relay for unity
and peace among Nagas,
while GNF will conduct
more such walks to reach
out to Nagas in other
states and country, said
GNF co-convener and ad-
visor of Naga Mothers’
Association, Dr Rosemary
Dz vich. GNF officials an-
nounced that the walk is
totally peaceful and re-
quested all participants to
refrain from indulging in
any form of violence or
untoward incidents and
also not to provoke any se-
curity personnel.

Hundreds join Naga solidarity
walk for unity and peace

Mangaluru, Jul 28 (PTI):

More than 15 people
have been detained for in-
terrogation in connection
with the murder of BJP
youth wing leader Praveen
Nettar in Karnataka’s
Dakshina Kannada, police
said on Thursday.

Addressing reporters in
Sullia taluk of the district,
ADGP (Law and Order)
Alok Kumar, who visited
Bellare area of the taluk
where the incident hap-
pened and took stock of
the situation, said a probe
is underway from all an-
gles. As of now, it cannot
be certain that those who
have been taken into cus-
tody are involved in the
murder or they had helped
in executing the crime, he
said. Kumar said six teams

have been formed with the
help of Mangaluru city po-
lice commissioner and
Udupi police. Police had to
resort to mild lathi charge
to bring the situation
under control when emo-
tions ran high and some
people tried to topple the
vehicle of BJP state presi-
dent Nalin Kumar Kateel
on Wednesday, he said.
Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict Deputy
Commissioner K V
Rajendra, Superintendent
of Police Rishikesh
Bhagawan Sonawane and
other officials were pres-
ent. Praveen Nettar (32), a
Zilla BJP Yuva Morcha
committee member, was
hacked to death in front of
his broiler shop in Bellare
by three bike-borne mis-
creants on Tuesday night.

BJP youth leader murder:
Over 15 detained for 

interrogation, says ADGP

BJP women MPs
protest against Cong
leader’s remark on
President Murmu

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):
Women BJP MPs, includ-
ing Union ministers, on
Thursday held a protest in
Parliament complex here
against Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
for his remark on
President Droupadi
Murmu.

Holding placards near
gate number one of
Parliament House, the
MPs, including Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Minister
of State for Agriculture
Shobha Karandlaje, raised
slogans seeking an apolo-
gy from the Leader of the
Congress Party in the Lok
Sabha.

In the Lok Sabha, Union
Minister Smriti Irani ac-
cused Chowdhury of dis-
respecting Murmu by call-
ing her ‘Rashtrapatni’.

Tripura to use 
nanotech for building
rain-proof rural roads

AAggaarrttaallaa,,  JJuull  2288  ((PPTTII)):: Tripura
will use nanotechnology for
developing rural roads to make
them last long, considering the
heavy rainfall the state
receives, a senior official said
on Thursday.

The Union Ministry of Rural
Development has approved Rs
214.23 crore for constructing
32 roads of 231.64 km in the
state under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY-
III), he said.

Of it, the state will use nan-
otechnology for constructing
16 roads of 114.23 km, he
added.

“Since the entire Northeast
receives heavy rainfall, the
state has adopted nanotech-
nology to develop its rural con-
nectivity. Under this technolo-
gy, the roads will be turned
into solid concrete structures
by using cement and chemi-
cal,” chief engineer, PMGSY
(PWD), Bimal Das told PTI.
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RESCUE WORKS

Rescue workers help villagers to evacuate them from flooded area caused by heavy
rains, in Lasbella, a district in Pakistan’s southwest Baluchistan province.  Officials
say  rescuers backed by troops are using boats and helicopters to evacuate hundreds
of marooned people from Pakistan’s southwest, where floods triggered by rains have
killed 104 people since last month.  

69TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOREAN WAR

People and military personnel visit the statues of former North Korean leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il on
Mansu Hill in Pyongyang, North Korea on the occasion of the 69th anniversary of the end of the Korean War. 

London, Jul 28 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak has vowed
to hunt down and stamp
out grooming gangs who
prey on children and
young women, and make
their ringleaders subject
to maximum life sentences
as part of his campaign
pledge to be elected
Conservative Party leader
and the next British Prime
Minister.

Under a government
headed by him, the
Ready4Rishi campaign
team said on Wednesday
evening that members of
grooming rings will auto-
matically face criminal
charges for belonging to or
facilitating the activity of
the gang, with those at its
heart facing life sentences.

In a further crackdown
on sex offenders, the for-
mer chancellor will ban
so-called down-blousing ,
where perpetrators take
photos down a woman’s
top without their consent
to curb abuse targeted at
women and bring more of-
fenders to justice.

Sexual violence against
women and girls should be

treated as a national emer-
gency until it has been de-
feated. As a father of two
girls, I want them to be
able to go for a walk in the
evening or to a shop at
night without any fear of
threat, said Sunak, father
to schoolgirls Anoushka
and Krishna.

Sunak said as chancel-
lor he boosted support for
victims to record levels
quadruple those under
Labour and a ground-
breaking new approach to
policing which is helping
drive up prosecutions of

sex offenders.
“As the Prime Minister I

will go further. I will make
it a criminal offence if you
harass women by taking
intimate images of them
without their consent and
will introduce a major
crackdown on grooming
gangs, he said.

We cannot let sensitivi-
ties over race stop us from
catching dangerous crimi-
nals who prey on women
and I will not stop until we
live in a society where
women and girls can go
about their daily lives feel-

ing safe and secure, he
said.

The British Indian for-
mer finance minister, who
is married to Akshata
Murty the daughter of
Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy, said he
would set up a new emer-
gency taskforce working at
the heart of the UK’s
National Crime Agency
(NCA) to launch an inves-
tigation into any town or
city where significant
grooming gang activity
has been found and root it
out.

UK PM race: Rishi Sunak pledges major
crackdown on sex offenders

Ukraine, Jul 28: 

Russian missile attack
hits school, residential
buildings in Mykolayiv.
According to Mykolayiv
Mayor Oleksandr
Sienkevych, one of the
city’s schools was “al-
most totally destroyed”
by the Russian missile
strike on the morning of
July 28.

Other missiles hit the
pumping station of
M y k o l a y i v ’ s
Shipbuilding University,
Sienkevych said.

According to the
mayor, two multi-story
buildings were damaged
and one person was in-
jured. Russian forces at-
tack Dnipropetrovsk
Oblast with mutliple
rocket launchers.
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast
Governor Valentyn
Reznichenko said that
Russian troops attacked

the Shyroke village com-
munity in the region’s
Kryvy Rih District,

killing one person and in-
juring two. According to
Reznichenko, Russian

forces had also hit an
agricultural enterprise in
the village of Shestirnia.

Russia missile attack hits school, residences

New York, Jul 28 (AP):

A germ that causes a
rare and sometimes dead-
ly disease long thought to
be confined to tropical cli-
mates has been found in
soil and water in the con-
tinental United States, US
health officials said on
Wednesday.

The bacteria was found
on the property of a
Mississippi man who had
come down with the dis-
ease, melioidosis.

Officials don’t know
how long it had been
there, but they say it like-
ly is occurring in other
areas along the Gulf
Coast.

US physicians should
consider melioidosis
even in patients who
haven’t travelled to other
countries, the Centres for
Disease Control and

Prevention said in a
health alert.

Once it’s in the soil, it
can be a health threat for
people in the area, said
the CDC’s Julia Petras,
who oversaw the investi-
gation.

The illness can start
with a wide range of
symptoms like fever, joint
pain and headaches. It’s
treatable with the right
antibiotics if it’s caught
early, but it can lead to
pneumonia, blood infec-
tions and even death if
not properly treated.

About 12 cases are re-
ported annually in the US
The vast majority have
been in people who trav-
elled to places where the
bacteria is endemic, in-
cluding certain regions of
Australia, Thailand, and
Central and South
America.

Johannesburg, Jul 28 (AP):

Russian, French and
American leaders are criss-
crossing Africa to win sup-
port for their positions on
the war in Ukraine, waging
what some say is the most
intense competition for in-
fluence on the continent
since the Cold War.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
and French President
Emanuel Macron are each
visiting several African
countries this week.

Samantha Power, head of
the US Agency for
International Development,
went to Kenya and Somalia
last week. The US ambassa-
dor to the UN, Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, will go
to Ghana and Uganda next
week. It’s like a new Cold
War is playing out in
Africa, where the rival
sides are trying to gain in-

fluence, said William
Gumede, director of
Democracy Works, a foun-
dation promoting good gov-
ernance.

Lavrov, in his travels
across the drought- and
hunger-stricken continent,
has sought to portray the
West as the villain, blam-
ing it for rising food prices,
while the Western leaders
have accused the Kremlin
of cynically using food as a
weapon and waging an im-
perial-style war of con-
quest words calculated to
appeal to listeners in post-
colonial Africa. Under
President Vladimir Putin,
Russia has been working to
win support in Africa for
several years, reinvigorat-
ing friendships that date
back a half-century, when
the Soviet Union backed
many African movements
fighting to end colonial
rule.

Bacteria that causes rare tropical
disease found in US soil

New Cold War: Russia and
West vie for influence in Africa

Tokyo, Jul 28 (AP):

Japan’s push to obtain
UNESCO World Heritage
recognition for a former
gold mine key to the na-
tion’s industrialisation
will be delayed because its
application was insuffi-
cient, officials said
Thursday.

The efforts to obtain a
UNESCO listing for the
Sado Island mine were
protested by South Korea
and have added to their
diplomatic frictions over
Japan’s colonisation of
the Korean Peninsula and
its actions in World 
War II.

The mine in northern
Japan operated for nearly

400 years and was once
the world’s largest gold
producer before closing in
1989.

South Korea opposed
the registration as inap-
propriate because of
Japan’s wartime abuse of
Korean labourers. Seoul
has said Koreans brought
to Japan during its 1910-
1945 colonisation of the
Korean Peninsula were
put to forced labour at the
mine.

Historians say Japan
used hundreds of thou-
sands of Korean labour-
ers, including those
forcibly brought from the
Korean Peninsula, at
mines and factories to
make up for labor short-

ages, as most working-age
men were sent to battle-
fronts across Asia and the
Pacific.

The town and Niigata
prefectural sites praise
the Sado Island mine for
mining technology devel-
opment before and after
industrialisation. There is
no mention of its wartime
use of Korean labourers.

Japan submitted a let-
ter of recommendation to
nominate the mine to UN-
ESCO earlier this year
and hoped it would be list-
ed next year. On Thursday,
however, culture minister
Shinsuke Suematsu told
reporters registration
next year would be 
difficult.

Japan’s push for UNESCO to list

divisive gold mine delayed

Seoul, Jul 28 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un warned he’s
ready to use his nuclear
weapons in potential mili-
tary conflicts with the
United States and South
Korea, state media said
Thursday, as he unleashed
fiery rhetoric against ri-
vals he says are pushing
the Korean Peninsula to
the brink of war.

Kim’s speech to war vet-
erans on the 69th anniver-
sary of the end of the
1950-53 Korean War was
apparently meant to boost
internal unity in the im-
poverished country amid
pandemic-related eco-

nomic difficulties. While
Kim has increasingly
threatened his rivals with
nuclear weapons, it’s un-
likely that he would use
them first against the su-
perior militaries of the
U.S. and its allies, ob-
servers say.

Our armed forces are
completely prepared to re-
spond to any crisis, and
our country’s nuclear war
deterrent is also ready to
mobilise its absolute
power dutifully, exactly
and swiftly in accordance
with its mission, Kim said
in Wednesday’s speech,
according to the official
Korean Central News
Agency. He accused the

United States of demoniz-
ing North Korea to justify
its hostile policies. He
said U.S.-South Korea mil-
itary drills targeting
North Korea show the
U.S.’s double standards
and gangster-like as-
pects because it brands
North Korea’s routine
military activities an ap-
parent reference to its
missile tests as provo-
cations or threats.

Kim also alleged the
new South Korean gov-
ernment of President
Yoon Suk Yeol is led by
confrontation maniacs
and gangsters” who
have gone further than
previous South Korean

conservative govern-
ments. Since taking of-
fice in May, the Yoon gov-
ernment has moved to
strengthen Seoul’s mili-
tary alliance with the

United States and bol-
ster its capacity to neu-
tralise North Korean nu-
clear threats including a
preemptive strike capa-
bility.

Kim threatens to use nukes amid tensions with US, S. Korea

Islamabad, Jul 28 (PTI):

Cash-starved Pakistan
will amend the laws for the
sale of shares of listed
state-owned entities with a
buyback option to friendly
countries on a govern-
ment-to-government basis
to help bridge a part of
USD 4 billion financing
gap estimated by the IMF
for the current fiscal year.

The announcement was
made by Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail
onWednesday while ad-
dressing a seminar on the
state-owned entities
(SOEs) corporate gover-
nance.

The minister also said
the ban on imports would
be lifted in a couple of

weeks and all prior actions
agreed upon under the
staff-level agreement with
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had
been completed and there
was no more hitch to be
able to getting the first
tranche in the later part of
August, the Dawn newspa-
per reported on Thursday.

Without naming the
I n t e r - G o v e r n m e n t
Commercial Transaction
Act 2022 that the federal
cabinet approved later in
the day, the finance minis-
ter said the law was neces-
sary because the existing
privatisation law did not
allow such commercial
transactions on a govern-
m e n t - t o - g ove r n m e n t
(G2G) basis.

Pak govt to sell SOEs’ shares to friendly
countries with buyback option

United Nations, Jul 28 (AP):

The UN Security
Council has been unable
to agree on a statement
welcoming last week’s
deal to get grain and fer-
tiliser moving from
Ukraine and Russia to
millions of hungry peo-
ple around the world,
Norway’s UN ambassa-
dor said Wednesday.

The statement also
would have commended
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres and
Turkey’s government for
their key roles in arrrang-
ing the agreement.

Norway and Mexico
have been working for
days to unify the council
in one message welcom-
ing the significant deal to
resume exports of grains,
foodstuffs and fertilisers
through the Black Sea,
Norwegian Ambassador
Mona Juul told The
Associated Press. We re-
gret that this was not pos-
sible.

Russia and Ukraine
signed separate agree-
ments Friday with
Turkey and the U.N. clear-
ing the way for Ukraine
one of the world’s key
breadbaskets to export 22

million tons of grain and
other agricultural goods
that have been stuck in
Black Sea ports because
of Russia’s invasion.

The deal also aims to
ensure that Russian food
and fertiliser have unre-
stricted access to world
markets.

Guterres described the
deal as an unprecedented
agreement between two
parties engaged in a
bloody conflict and called
it a beacon of hope for
millions of hungry peo-
ple who have faced huge
increases in the price of
food.

Security Council can’t agree on 
statement lauding grain deal

A bout 2 million people in
the UK have persistent

symptoms after COVID infec-
tion, termed long COVID.
Commonly reported long
COVID symptoms, such as fa-
tigue and shortness of breath,
have a significant effect on
people's daily activities, quali-
ty of life and capacity to work.
But long COVID symptoms
are much broader than this.
In a new study published in
the journal Nature Medicine,
we identified 62 symptoms as-
sociated with long COVID. We
also explored some of the fac-
tors linked to an increased
risk of developing long
COVID. Much of the initial
work undertaken to under-
stand long COVID has been
among people who were hos-
pitalised, but most people in-
fected with COVID have been
managed in primary care. We
therefore know relatively lit-
tle about long COVID in peo-
ple with typically milder ini-
tial infections.

In our study, we analysed
electronic primary care
records from more than

450,000 people in England
with a confirmed diagnosis of
COVID, and 1.9 million people
with no prior history of
COVID, from January 2020 to
April 2021. We matched both
groups very closely in terms
of their demographic, social
and clinical characteristics.
We then assessed the relative
differences in the reporting of
115 symptoms to GPs. For
those who had COVID, we
measured this at least 12
weeks after they were infect-
ed. We found that people who
had been diagnosed with
COVID were significantly
more likely to report 62 symp-
toms, only 20 of which are in-
cluded in the World Health
Organisation's clinical case
definition for long COVID.

Some of these symptoms
were expected, like loss of
sense of smell, shortness of
breath and fatigue. But some
of the symptoms that we
found to be strongly associat-
ed with COVID beyond 12
weeks were surprising and
less well known, such as hair
loss and reduced libido.

Other symptoms included
chest pain, fever, bowel incon-
tinence, erectile dysfunction
and limb swelling. These dif-
ferences in symptoms report-
ed between the infected and
uninfected groups remained
even after we accounted for
age, sex, ethnic group, socioe-
conomic status, body mass
index, smoking status, the
presence of more than 80
health conditions, and past re-
porting of the same symptom.

We also found that younger
age, female sex, belonging to
certain ethnic minority
groups, lower socioeconomic
status, smoking, obesity, and a
wide range of health condi-
tions were all associated with a
higher risk of reporting per-
sistent symptoms more than 12
weeks after COVID infection.

Given the breadth and di-
versity of long COVID symp-
toms reported in surveys,
long COVID is unlikely to rep-
resent a single condition, but
rather a group of distinct con-
ditions that occur as a conse-
quence of COVID infection.
Exploring how long COVID
symptoms are different in dif-
ferent groups could help sci-
entists understand the differ-
ent disease processes in the
body that cause long COVID.

Our analysis suggests that
long COVID can be charac-
terised into three distinct
groups based on clusters of
symptoms reported. The
largest group, consisting of
roughly 80 per cent of people
with long COVID in our study,
faced a broad spectrum of
symptoms, ranging from fa-
tigue, to headache, to pain.
The second largest group, rep-
resenting 15 per cent, predom-
inantly had mental health
and cognitive symptoms, in-
cluding depression, anxiety,
brain fog and insomnia. The
third and smallest group, cap-
turing the remaining 5 per
cent, had mainly respiratory
symptoms such as shortness
of breath, cough and wheeze.

We were only able to assess

symptoms reported during
GP consultations. Of course,
not everyone will report
symptoms to a doctor, so our
study was restricted to com-
paring the differences in
symptoms reported between
people with and without a his-
tory of confirmed COVID. It's
also possible some patients in
the comparison group had
COVID, but either didn't get
tested or didn't notify their GP.
Nonetheless, our research val-
idates what people with long
COVID have been saying right
through the pandemic about
the breadth and diversity of
their symptoms. It also rein-
forces that their symptoms
cannot simply be attributed to
other factors such as existing
health conditions, or the ef-
fects of stresses related to liv-
ing through the pandemic.

To support the millions of
people in the UK and around
the world afflicted with the
chronic health effects of long
COVID, doctors and re-
searchers need comprehen-
sive tools to capture the symp-
toms of long COVID, to pro-
vide the best care. Patients
with long COVID need tailored
health services which recog-
nise that long COVID is not a
single condition but a diverse
group of overlapping condi-
tions needing individualised
care. Meanwhile, we need clin-
ical trials to evaluate potential
treatments targeting the spec-
trum of long COVID symp-
toms, which could hopefully
improve the quality of life for
people with long COVID.
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Victory for ED

It’s a big victory for the
Enforcement Directorate,
when the Supreme Court’s
(SC) a bench led by Justice
AM Khanwilkar has af-
firmed the Enforcement
Directorate’s power to ar-
rest and summon people
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering
(PMLA) Act. Order is fine.
The issue is of misuse and
selective use which is a
cause of concern and
needs to be addressed as
well. Because 2 days ago,
the Modi government tells
Parliament that only 23
convicted in over 5,422
PMLA cases filed by ED in
the last 17 years. More in-
terestingly, an analysis
showed that almost two-
thirds of the total cases —
65.56 per cent or 3,555 of
5,422 cases — were regis-
tered after the Narendra
Modi government assumed
power in 2014. Even after
all that poor result, ED
should not be weakened
but should be made free
from political influences
(when not a single
RSS/BJP activist/politi-
cian has been raided). Not
only the political opponent,
even to thousands others
this caged parrot has com-
pletely lost its independ-
ence and rationality. It has
become a mere political
tool of the ruling authority
to denigrate, harass, intim-
idate and silence all kinds
of Opposition! Even with
all this allegation ED
should be given more pow-
ers so that they can investi-
gate corrupt West Bengal
ministers like Partha
Chatterjee and its associ-
ates. Actually, to curb the
money laundering the en-
forcement directorate
should have the strong
hands to deal with mini-
mum external influence.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Roll out judicial services

There is hardly any time-
line in the history of our
country after attaining
Independence, when all
sanctioned posts of judges
in high courts and
Supreme Court remained
filled. The Collegium sys-
tem is a colonial legacy and
must be ended. The nation
is celebrating 75 years of
azadi. Since Independence,
many institutions of gover-
nance have undergone
drastic changes, in keeping
with the principles and
ethos enshrined in our
Constitution. Therefore,
the judicial services should
be introduced, in line with
the civil services. It will de-
mocratise opportunities to
become a judge through an
open competitive exam.
Inordinate delays in the
disposal of cases and peti-
tions are a violation of the
right of the people.

Ravi Bhushan, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T o prevent hazards, India must develop a green
economy that places sustainable building tech-

niques at the centre of its growth strategy. It is nec-
essary that India moves quickly towards building
sustainable infrastructure. 05th July 2022,
Guwahati: Excessive rains have wreaked havoc,
and landslides have hindered road, highway, and
rail access to the north-eastern areas. Due to factors
like construction practices in India's north-eastern
region, pre-monsoon rains have created a series of
geohazards such as landslides and flash floods. The
flooding situation in Guwahati has drastically dete-
riorated into a more severe condition during the
last ten years, as is widely documented. Due to the
unplanned growth of the city and the accompany-
ing increase in population, there has been signifi-
cant encroachment on wetland and low-lying areas,
hills etc. The forest cover has shrunk. The loss of
wetland and deforested slopes results in floods and
waterlogging. Furthermore, the soil carried by
rainfall from the city's flooded hills finds its way
into the sewers quickly filling them up.
Additionally, considering the lack of side drains on
roadways and the nearly non-existent gradient and
storm discharge conveyance, the wetland areas
cannot manage the excessive downpour in the city.
These disasters affect not only people and commu-
nities but also economies, governments and trans-
portation facilities on which we rely. Any reaction
to floods and catastrophes must be swift and effec-
tive to restore the natural state of the affected area,
contain the damage, and allow people to resume
their lives. Removing water with a suitable
drainage path can provide long-term improve-
ments to that soil and solve various associated
problems. The modern solution is to use a
drainage geo-composite like MacDrain to drain flu-
ids underground from one place to another.
Geotextiles attached to the drainage core of
MacDrain on one or both sides stop soils from
being washed out and, as a result, potentially avoid
clogging the drainage core and collection pipes.
They are designed to replace traditional drainage
materials such as gravel and sands. Moreover, ex-
treme rainfall causes a washout of structures and
triggers landslides and floods. Deploying barriers
for flood protection, raising embankments and
strengthening support for temporary works are a
few steps that can help mitigate the adverse effect.
Also, 100 per cent vegetation cover across geogra-
phies is challenging to achieve on hilly terrains. It
is also highly unsuccessful as vegetation may not
survive and provide enough strength to the soil for
several factors. For sustainable infrastructure de-
velopment, soil conservation using new-age engi-
neering technologies like hydroseeding, and the
use of mattresses can be adopted. Mattresses are
filled with stones at the project site to form flexible,
permeable, monolithic structures such as river-
bank protection and channel linings for erosion
control projects. Also, synthetic or natural mats
combined with hydroseeding are used to cover
large slopes promoting vegetation growth.

Sustainable measures 
for floods and landslides
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Girl students wait for haemoglobin test at a camp organised as part of Anemia Free Bikaner Campaign, Thursday, July 28.

Hair loss and lower libido among long 
COVID symptoms, new research

ANEMIA FREE CAMPAIGN

Rajender Kumar Sharma

A s the monsoon rains begin,
the whole earth erupts

with greenery.  Even the desert
land, after getting hot in the
scorching heat, breathes a sigh of
relief.  All this is a gift of nature
and nature has its own cycle.

Due to his unlimited desires,
man cut down trees indiscrimi-
nately, due to which the very exis-
tence of the forests was endan-
gered. Indian Botanist Jagdish
Chandra Basu who was the first to
prove that trees and plants respire
like us, they also feel pain and hap-

piness like us, they also feel
hunger and thirst.The glory of
trees is also mentioned in Hindu
religious texts and scriptures.
Trees like Bada, Peepal, Tulsi etc.
have been considered to be
revered.

The kind of ecological imbal-
ance that is being seen today, the
way the temperature of the earth
is continuously increasing, the nat-
ural cycles are becoming unbal-
anced, the reason for all this is the
decreasing number of trees. Trees
play an important role in maintain-
ing balance on the earth.

With the onset of monsoon, the
Van Mahotsav programs also start
loudly. There is a competition be-
tween political parties, social or-
ganizations and the forest depart-
ment to plant more and more
trees. The number of plants plant-
ed is not limited to hundreds of
thousands, but this number reach-
es into millions of crores. I am sur-
prised to see these figures that we
sweat in taking care of ten to
twenty plants in the small garden
of the house. In such a situation,
who would be looking after these
lakhs of crores of new plants
planted?

But the reality is far from it. It

has often been seen that organiza-
tions and teams organize planta-
tion programs during the Van
Mahotsav, the chief guest is invit-
ed, five to ten saplings are planted
symbolically, photographs are
taken, a little speech etc. to tell
what trees do for us. The organiz-
ers leave from there, leaving the
remaining plants at the mercy of
other people who attended the
event. Now no one has any ac-
count of how many of the remain-
ing plants were planted and how
many died lying there due to lack
of planting. The next day this plan-
tation program becomes news
headlines in the newspapers.

It was a matter of the plants
dying at the venue, now if we talk

about how many plants were prop-
erly taken care of after the plants
were planted? Perhaps no one will
have this data available. In our
scriptures, trees are considered
equal to parents. In such a situa-
tion, who should be held responsi-
ble for killing the plants that died
due to our carelessness? A plant
needs the same care as a child.
Our biggest problem is that we are
not able to understand the lan-
guage of these speechless trees.
We are not ready to accept them
as alive.

Today the need is that even if
you do not plant lakhs of crores of
plants, even if you plant only one
plant, it should survive till it be-
comes a tree. Only then does the

real virtue of planting saplings
come. A greater responsibility
than planting new plants is to save
the planted trees. The responsibili-
ty of looking after the new plants
to be planted during the Van
Mahotsav should be entrusted to
the organizers. Before planting
saplings, it should be made
mandatory for the organizers to
take approval from the Forest
Department on the basis of pro-
gram planning and program de-
tails. 

In the context of the responsibil-
ity of taking care of the plants
planted from the organizers, an af-
fidavit should also be compulsorily
taken by the Forest Department so
that no one can kill these innocent
newborn plants. Recently, the UP
government, taking a positive step
in this direction, has announced
the formation of such committees
which will take care of the plants
planted at the local level. Other
states should also take such initia-
tive. It is the responsibility of every
citizen of the country to develop
an attitude of planting trees as
well as taking care of trees, only
then the Van Mahotsav program
will be successful and meaningful
in the true sense.

A MID the Opposition’s allegation that gov-
ernment agencies such as the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) are being mis-
used, the Centre has told the Rajya Sabha that
raids carried out by the ED during 2014-2022
saw a nearly 27-fold increase as compared to
the searches conducted between 2004 and 2014,
when the Congress-led UPA was in power. The
ruling NDA has attributed the surge to its
‘commitment to prevent money laundering’
and ‘improved systems for gathering financial
intelligence as well as better inter-agency co-
operation.’ It is commendable that the
Centre’s twin purposes — disposing of pend-
ing investigation in old cases and completing
the probe in new cases in a time-bound man-
ner under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) — have led to 3,010
searches in the past eight years, resulting in
the attachment of proceeds of crime to the
tune of about Rs 99,356 crore and the filing of
prosecution complaints in 888 cases. What’s
worrying is the poor rate of conviction. Only
23 accused persons/entities have been convict-
ed during this period, clearly pointing to in-
vestigative lapses and legal loopholes. The
ED’s failure to build airtight cases in most in-
stances gives room to allegations of ulterior
motive and settling of political scores. It can’t
be mere coincidence that these searches are
largely confined to non-BJP-ruled states. The
ED also owes an explanation for going slow in
the Kerala gold smuggling case, which came to
light in July 2020. It’s only now that the agency
has approached the Supreme Court to seek
transfer of the case to Karnataka; the long
delay gave rise to speculation that political
convenience prompted the Centre to spare the
Congress’ arch-rival in Kerala. With the apex
court backing the ED’s powers under the
PMLA and upholding the constitutional valid-
ity of provisions dealing with the arrest and
attachment of property of persons involved in
money laundering, it has become even more
important for the premier financial probe
agency to ensure that its credibility is not un-
dermined. The directorate’s functioning must
be above board and the notion that it adopts a
pick-and-choose approach should be firmly
dispelled by letting it act freely and fairly.

ED needs to act 
freely and fairly
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Save the trees vs plantation

SHAMIL HAROON
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BRIEF

Social security 

New Delhi: India is
negotiating social se-
curity agreements
(SSAs) with the US
and UK to avoid dupli-
cation of such
schemes, Union
Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said
on Thursday. SSAs
with these countries
would ensure that em-
ployers are saved from
making double social
security contributions
for the same set of em-
ployees (posted in
other countries)
under social security
schemes. Besides, the
employees would be
saved from making
double social security
contributions.

SKF India
Mumbai: Auto com-
ponent maker SKF
India on Wednesday
reported a 63 per cent
increase in its consoli-
dated profit after tax
at Rs 129.12 crore in
the April-June quar-
ter of the current fi-
nancial year. SKF
India had recorded a
consolidated PAT
(Profit After Tax) of
Rs 79.12 crore in the
same quarter of the
previous fiscal, ac-
cording to a company
statement. The rev-
enue from operations
rose 52 per cent to Rs
1,054.70 crore in the
first quarter of FY23
as compared to Rs
693.5 crore in the year-
ago period. SKF India
delivered this growth
amidst a challenging
cost and operating en-
vironment, company’s
managing director
Manish Bhatnagar
said in the statement.
“We continued to
make progress on our
growth strategy, pri-
oritising high-growth
business segments.

Retirement

New Delhi: After
being the Chairman of
realty firm Mahindra
Lifespace Developers
Lt for over 12 years,
Arun Nanda has re-
tired from the position,
even though he will
continue to be associat-
ed with the Mahindra
group. Nanda will con-
tinue as the Chairman
of Mahindra Holidays
& Resorts (I) Ltd and
Holiday Club Resorts
Oy, Finland and as a
Director of Mahindra
Holdings Ltd,
the company said in a
statement.

Power deficit
New Delhi: Power
deficit came down
from 2 per cent in
April to 0.4 per cent in
May and 0.6 per cent in
June despite signifi-
cant rise in demand of
electricity, Parliament
was informed on
Thursday. In a written
reply to the Lok Sabha,
Power Minister R K
Singh said electricity
supplied grew 12.8 per
cent in April 2022, as
compared to the year-
ago month, across
India. Power require-
ment, on the other
hand grew 14.7 per
cent in April on all-
India basis, resulting
in a deficit 
of 2 per cent.

MONSOON SESSION

Union Ministers Piyush Goyal and Nirmala Sitharaman address the media at Parliament House during ongo-
ing Monsoon Session, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.

New Delhi, Jul 28:  

Diversified natural re-
sources company Vedanta
on Thursday said it has re-
ceived “quite a number of
bids” for its Sterlite
Copper unit at
Thoothukudi in Tamil
Nadu, and is in the process
of evaluating them.
Vedanta has put on sale its
Sterlite copper smelting
plant which has been
closed since 2018 following
the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board’s order over
environment concerns.
Talking to PTI over phone,
Vedanta’s chief executive
Officer Sunil Duggal said
that the company had re-
ceived “quite a number of
bids” which are being
evaluated and added that
the “response has been
quite good from the mar-
ket”. Duggal refused to di-
vulge the name of the

companies which have
shown interest in the
plant, saying that it is “a
bit confidential and we are
in the process of evalua-
tion”. The atmosphere, he
said, is building up at the
state level and more people
are advocating for reopen-
ing of the plant. “Since
this was more of a social
issue and not an environ-
ment issue related to the
organisation, we may get
favourable court orders.
We are looking at all the

options but we are more
excited about the option of
reopening and getting a
favourable court order,” he
explained. In an advertise-
ment published in newspa-
pers last month, Vedanta
in conjunction with Axis
Capital invited an
Expression of Interest
(EOI) for “sale of the state-
of-art smelter and refining
complex” situated at
Tuticorin in Tamil Nadu.
The company had sought
initial bids, called an
Expression of Interest
(EoI), for the plant having
capacity to produce
4,00,000 tonnes a year by
July 4. The plant was shut
after 13 people were killed
in a police firing on protes-
tors agitating against al-
leged pollution by the unit.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had ordered the per-
manent closure of the unit
in May 2018.

Received ‘quite a number of bids’ 
for Sterlite Copper unit: Vedanta CEO

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

The Reserve Bank’s rate
setting panel will hike the
key repo rate by 0.35-0.50
per cent at the next week’s
review meeting, Axis
Bank chief economist
Saugata Bhattacharya
said on Thursday. A hike
of such a quantum will
take the repo rate beyond
the 5.15 per cent level, at
which the RBI had begun
the ultra-accommodative
measures in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, he
told reporters. It can be
noted that the monetary
policy committee (MPC)
has hiked rates in two con-
secutive moves in May and
June by a cumulative 0.90
per cent, taking the repo
rate at which it lends to
the system to 4.90 per cent,
in a bid to contain infla-
tion. Bhattacharya said

the MPC will go into the
internal surveys like
household inflation expec-
tations and consumer con-
fidence while deciding the
quantum of the rate hike.
He said the rate hike will
be both an attempt to stem
inflation expectations, and
also one part of it will be a
frontloading of actions.

A majority of developed
world central banks like

the US Fed, which hiked
rates by 0.75 per cent and
the European Central
Bank have also adopted a
frontloading strategy be-
cause it ups possibilities of
a soft landing for the econ-
omy, he said. Bhattacharya
said the RBI is likely to
continue the tightening
after the next week’s hike
as well, and expects the
repo rate to be at 5.75 per
cent at the end of this fis-
cal.

He said the headline in-
flation will continue to
breach the 6 per cent
threshold for many more
months, and is likely to
cool-off after spiking in
September on a low base.
The average CPI for FY23
will be 6.7 per cent, the
chief economist said,
adding it will come below
the 6 per cent mark only in
March.

RBI to hike rates by 0.35-0.50 pc at Aug
5 review: Axis Bank chief economist

New Delhi, Jul 28:  

Convergence Energy
Services Ltd (CESL) will set
up 810 electric vehicle
charging stations across 16
highways and expressways
covering 10,275 kilometres
across the country. CESL, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Energy Efficiency Services
Ltd (EESL) under the
Ministry of Power has dis-
covered prices for setting
up 810 electric vehicle
charging stations (EVCSs),
a statement said. The se-
lected corridors include
busy routes such as the
Mumbai-Pune highway,
Ahmedabad-Vadodara
Highway, Delhi-Agra
Yamuna Expressway,
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway, Hyderabad
ORR Expressway, and
Agra-Nagpur Highway to
name a few, as per the state-

ment. CESL is using a serv-
ice procurement model for
setting up these charging
stations. In this public-pri-
vate-partnership model,
CESL will partner with
companies whose job will
be to invest in and operate
these charging stations
across the expressways and
highways. These charging
stations are expected to be
established in the next 6-8
months. Putting up charg-
ing infrastructure on high-
ways is part of the FAME-II
scheme administered by
the Ministry of Heavy
Industries. These electric
vehicle charging stations
will be designed to cater to
both private and public ve-
hicles including ones on
the roads today — such as
Hyundai Kona, Tata Nexon
EV, MG ZS EV and other
compatible EVs and e-
buses.

CESL to set up 810 EV 
charging stations across 16 highways,

expressways pan India

New Delhi, Jul 28: Amid
challenges faced by global
economy, India will need
to balance its aspiration
for growth with maintain-
ing macro-economic sta-
bility, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak said. In a mes-
sage to the shareholders,
Kotak said India continues
to have a fundamentally
sound growth story. “The
core of any strategy lies in
its execution, and while
taking an unpaved road,
one needs to balance en-

thusiasm with a sense of
alertness. “Given the fluid-
ity of the global economy,
geopolitical landscape and
inflation, the immediate
few months ahead may
pose multiple challenges,”
he said in the annual re-
port. India will need to bal-
ance its aspiration for
growth with maintaining
macro-economic stability,
he said, adding that the
country cannot choose its
neighbourhood, which
adds to the challenges at
hand. Prudence on the fis-
cal deficit, current ac-
count and monetary policy
are key requirements, he
said. According to him,
the government’s pledge to
promote ease of business
and faster implementation
of large projects kept
India a decent performer
amidst tough global condi-
tions.

India needs to balance growth
aspiration with maintaining

macro-economic stability: Kotak

New Delhi, Jul 28: 

At an education and in-
novation roadshow or-
ganized by Samsung
India in Bilaspur young
college students came for-
ward and identified prob-
lems that people and soci-
ety are facing in the state
and the country, pledging
to Solve for Tomorrow.

Students in Bilaspur
said they want to solve
real-world problems such
as accessibility to afford-
able healthcare in rural
India, data management
for agricultural improve-
ments and lack of finan-
cial support for farmers.
They said they require a
platform such as
Samsung’s Solve for
Tomorrow education and
innovation competition
that can guide and sup-
port them in turning
their ideas into action

and help transform peo-
ple’s lives.

The event, which was
organized to talk about
Samsung’s global CSR
program Solve for
Tomorrow, was attended
by over 250 students in
Bilaspur alongside the
young innovator from the
city – Mr. Abhijit

Tripathy Department of
Computer Science and
Engineering, Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur who shared his
personal experiences, his
struggles and achieve-
ments.

The innovator, who is
working in the education

sector spoke to the stu-
dents about his experi-
ences of success and fail-
ure and his vision to
transform communities
around him.

The inaugural edition
of Solve for Tomorrow is
inviting applications
from youth in India aged
16-22 years in the areas of
Education, Environment,
Healthcare, and
Agriculture. Youth can
send in their ideas to par-
ticipate in the program
till 5 pm on July 31, 2022.

So far, over 8,000 teams
from across the country
have registered for the in-
novation competition in
which three national win-
ners will get mega sup-
port of up to Rs 1 crore
and mentoring support
for six months to take
their ideas to the next
level under the expert
guidance of IIT Delhi.

Samsung invites applications from youth 
For Solve for Tomorrow innovation competition

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuull  2288::  

Leading lifestyle and mobile
accessories brand Mobilla con-
tinue to strengthen its market
presence through its marketing
and branding initiatives. In a
bid to further consolidate its
position, accelerate growth,
and drive consumer recall,
Mobilla now ropes in Indian
actor and model Kajal
Aggarwal as the company’s
face for its brand endorse-
ments. In line with this partner-
ship, the companies marketing
collaterals and communication
across ATL and BTL including
print, digital and electronic
media will feature Kajal
Aggarwal going forward.
Mobilla’s association with Kajal
Aggarwal will not just signifi-
cantly bolster the company’s
brand appeal but will also help
in strengthening the existing
consumer base while tapping
into new and potential con-

sumers. Moreover, Kajal
Aggarwals wide appeal will
certainly help Mobilla target
consumers across all ages.
Speaking on her association
with fast-growing consumer
brand Mobilla, Kajal Aggarwal
said, “This is an exciting asso-
ciation for me as it gives me an
understanding and an opportu-
nity to work with a new cate-
gory. I am determined to make

this association work by put-
ting in my best effort to bring
success for Mobilla and myself
with this association.” On this
occasion Jignesh Shah and
Hetal Shah - Co-Founder
Mobilla said - “Kajal Aggarwal
is a recognised name with a
trustworthy personality. Her
being associated to Mobilla
will help us demonstrate every-
one the value our products can
add to their lives.” Speaking on
the association, Actress Kajal
Aggarwal said - “I am excited
to endorse a brand like Mobilla,
a reputed Indian brand that has
received love and respect from
Indian consumers over the
years for its product quality
and customer service. It is a
progressive brand that I am
also proud of.” Chief Marketing
Officer of Mobilla, Vishal
Gupta said - “Kajal Aggarwal
has an impressive personality
and has good recognition in the
market. 

Mobilla ropes in Kajal Aggarwal
for Brand Endorsements

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

JK Lakshmi Cement
Ltd., one of the cement
majors of India,
records a very satisfac-
tory growth in its net
sales by about 26% to
Rs.1551 crore in April-
June 2022 from Rs.
1231.51 crore in the cor-
responding quarter
April-June 2021.

Despite considerable
pressure from the cost,
mainly because of un-
abated increase in glob-
al fuel cost, JK
Lakshmi Cement could
achieve marginal in-
crease in the operating
profit at Rs. 217 crore in
April-June 2022 from
about Rs. 216 crore in
April-June 2021.

This could be
achieved by improved
operational ef ficien-

cies, increased volume,
optimizing product mix
and higher sales of pre-
mium products.

The Operating Profit
Margin however, de-
clined to 14% in Apr-
Jun.22 from 18% logged
in a year ago in the cor-
responding quarter of
Apr-Jun.21 due to cost
push.

After providing for
interest and deprecia-
tion, PBT stood at
Rs.152.37 crore in Apr-
Jun.22 as against
Rs.161.28 crore in Apr-
Jun.21. After Providing
for Taxes and Other
C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Income, JK Lakshmi
Cement’s profit was
lower at Rs.101.59 crore
in Apr-Jun.22 against
Rs.119.32 crore
achieved in the corre-
sponding quarter.

JK Lakshmi Cement
retains Operating Profit Mumbai, Jul 28:  

Benchmark indices ral-
lied on Thursday with the
Sensex and Nifty climbing
nearly 2 per cent, helped
by heavy buying in Bajaj
Finance shares amid a
mixed trend in the global
equity markets. The 30-
share BSE benchmark
jumped 1,041.47 points or
1.87 per cent to settle at
56,857.79. During the day, it
rallied 1,097.9 points or
1.96 per cent to 56,914.22.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 287.80 points or
1.73 per cent to 16,929.60.
Among the Sensex con-
stituents, Bajaj Finance
rallied the most by 10.68
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv that jumped 10.14
per cent after encouraging
June quarter earnings.
The other gainers were
Tata Steel, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd
Bank, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra and Nestle. On

the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
Dr Reddy’s, ITC and Sun
Pharma were the lag-
gards. In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Shanghai and
Tokyo ended higher, while
Hong Kong settled in the
red. Markets in Europe
were trading lower during
mid-session deals. The US
markets had ended
sharply higher on
Wednesday. “Positive cues
from global markets fol-

lowing the Fed policy out-
come, as well as domestic
large caps’ upbeat earn-
ings, drove the market
rally. The Fed’s decision
was as expected, while
their positive comment
dismissing the possibility
of a recession and hinting
at a slower pace of rate
hikes in the coming
months boosted global sen-
timents,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Markets rally for 2nd day, climb nearly 2 pc

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

The rupee appreciated
26 paise to close at 79.65
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
tracking a firm trend in
the domestic equities. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
at 79.80 against the green-
back and finally settled at
79.65 (provisional), regis-
tering a rise of 26 paise
over its previous close.
During the session, the
local unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.64 and
a low of 79.85 against the
American currency. On
Wednesday, the rupee de-
clined 13 paise to close at
79.91 against the US dollar.
The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was up
0.12 per cent at 106.58.
Brent crude futures, the

global oil benchmark, rose
1.37 per cent to USD 108.08
per barrel. “Rupee traded
positive on the back of
positive capital markets
and negative dollar reac-
tion after Fed’s 0.75 bps
hike with a data-driven
further stance from Fed
chair Powell,” said Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities.
Trivedi further said that
“higher crude prices kept
gains limited in rupee.

Rupee rises 26 paise to close
at 79.65 against US dollar

Sony SAB’s Shubh Laabh -
Aapkey Ghar Mein has been

taking its audience on a roller-
coaster ride, week on week as the
plot thickens. A series of dramas
unfolded after Shree’s accidental
fall from the cliff. The shocking
reveal of Shree’s powers has left
Shreya in disbelief. But another

big revelation is about to leave
her bewildered. In the upcoming
episodes viewers will witness
shocking twists, when Shree man-
ages to Save Shreya and Savita
through her powers, Shreya is
unable to believe her eyes. Savita
explains to her the reality that
Asha is Shree, her daughter. She
is bestowed with the powers by
Maa Laxmi as she is an avatar of
the mighty goddess. Although
Shree is saved, she wakes up hav-
ing lost all her memory. Shree has
no memory of Savita, nor of her
parents anymore. Shreya is deeply
saddened, while she is coming to
terms with reality, she cannot
help but feel utterly dismayed
that she lost seven beautiful years
with her daughter, and now that
they are reunited, Shree has lost
her memory. Will Shree ever be
able to get her mother’s love, will
the loss of her memory be the end
of her relationship with Shreya
and Savita?

Kamal Haasan welcomes Udhayanidhi
onboard RKFI’s next film

A
ctress Sonakshi Sinha is all set to
star in her brother Kussh S. Sinha's
directorial debut titled 'Nikita Roy

and The Book of Darkness'.
The film also stars Paresh Rawal

and Suhail Nayyar in pivotal roles.
'Nikita Roy and The Book of

Darkness' is produced by NVB
Films headed by Nicky Bhagnani,

Vicky Bhagnani and Ankur Takrani,
Kussh S. Sinha's Kratos Entertainment

and Kinjal Ghone of Nikita Pai Films.
Talking about the film, Sonakshi says,

"Kussh and I wanted to collaborate for the right
kind of project. Finally, we found something that

we both liked and were excited about."
Kussh calls his sister Sonakshi a "talented

actor". "I have always admired her for doing films
which she entirely believed in. I have seen her
grow as an actor and her journey in cinema. Now,
I am going to be a part of it, too. When I found this
script, I asked Sonakshi to take a look at it. We
both felt drawn to the subject and that's when we
decided to take the plunge and work together."

He says he is looking forward to working with
talented artistes such as Paresh Rawal, Sonakshi
and Suhail Nayyar. "It's also a fabulous opportuni-
ty for my team at Kratos Entertainment to collabo-
rate with Nicky Bhagnani and Vicky Bhagnani.
They've been our friends for years and this proj-
ect is a natural extension of that relationship. It's

a complete win-win for all of us." NVBF (Nicky and
Vicky Bhagnani Films) is a fast-growing production

house helmed by brothers, Nicky and Vicky Bhagnani
and Ankur Takrani. 'Nikita Roy and The Book of
Darkness' is produced by NVB Films, Kratos
Entertainment and Nikita Pai Films. The film's directed
by Kussh S. Sinha, stars Sonakshi Sinha, Paresh Rawal
and Suhail Nayyar and is expected to release in 2023.

ACROSS

1. Glamorous ____ Hayworth

5. Play personnel

9. Scrapbook

14. Retirement accounts (abbr.)

15. Foot part

16. Rent

17. Woodworker

19. Alleviates

20. Complete

21. Closeness

23. Lip

24. ____ pilot

25. Motorcycle adjunct

29. Tel Aviv's locale

34. Doctors' org.

35. Dubuque's state

38. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

39. Tibetan monk

41. Kitchen garb

42. Strategy

43. Ancient

44. Sly look

45. And so forth (Abbr.)

46. Gobi, for one

48. Afternoon performance

52. Cereal grains

55. Card game

56. Golf hazard (2 wds.)

60. Fill again

64. Shoe spike

65. Unhappy

67. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

68. Cleveland's lake

69. Refusals

70. Carried

71. Society girls

72. Adorn

DOWN

1. Wedding confetti

2. Tehran's country

3. Small pie

4. Be ambitious

5. Movie house

6. Tiny insect

7. Fragrance

8. Trio number

9. Warns of danger

10. Thin

11. Foundation

12. Utilizes

13. Army cafeteria

18. Funnyman ____ Idle

22. Korean, e.g.

25. Lettuce dish

26. Picture

27. Noblewomen
28. Ready to pick
30. Agent (abbr.)
31. Woody or Tim
32. Make joyous
33. Jousting weapon
36. Natural mineral
37. Angler's bait
40. Summer cooler
41. Church table
47. Decayed
49. Consents
50. Stadium part
51. Away from the coast
53. Made docile
54. Church tower
56. Scram!
57. Voice range
58. Cool!
59. Valley
61. Musical instrument
62. Baldwin or Guinness
63. Office table
66. Bro, e.g.
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Just when you think you have absolutely no
energy left, you're able to kick into a high-
er gear. Push beyond your limits today,
Aquarius. You'll find that you can achieve a
great deal more than you thought. All you
need to do is have confidence in yourself
and try. You have a lot of dynamic power on
your side. You will find that your strength is
greater than ever.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Regardless of how you feel today, Pisces,
it's important to own up to your mistakes.
Keep in mind that you're responsible for
your actions. No matter how much you
might want to shrink away, it's important
to stand up and admit your weaknesses.
Take bold action today in which you com-
mand control of the situation and hold
yourself responsible for the consequences.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

There's an important lesson to learn
today, Aries, so don't shy away from the
classroom. It's important to control your
attitude now or it's likely to control you.
It could be that your ego is a bit too
inflated. You may end up turning people
away if you aren't aware of how your
actions affect them. Or it could be that
you need to change your approach.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Consider the romantic relationships in
your life right now, Taurus. It's impor-
tant to remember that regardless of
how hot and steamy a partnership is at
first, it's vitally important that there be
something to replace that attraction
once the initial romance wears off.
Build your relationships from the
ground up. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today is your day to become a hero, Gemini.
You don't have to be dressed in fancy tights
and a cape to make an important difference
in someone's life. Step up to the plate even
if it isn't your turn at bat. True heroes are the
ones who are able to do what needs to be
done when necessary, regardless of the cir-
cumstances.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

There's a great deal of fun to be had today,
Cancer. Money isn't always necessary to
make this happen, however. In fact,
money isn't a great way to keep score.
Consider the sacrifices you make each
time you strive to earn more cash. There's
a dynamic feeling in the air today that's
asking you to expand your mind in order to
consider other ways to have fun.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Remember that the important thing isn't
necessarily what you're doing but the
people you're with, Leo. There's a great
deal of passion in the air today that you
can latch onto and put to good use. Have
fun and remember to smile. You can
make a great deal of progress toward
your goals as long as you stay motivated. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You could learn a tough lesson today,
Virgo. More than likely, the harder the
message hits you, the more important it
was for you to hear. It's important that
you accept failure gracefully. It could be
that the one who kicks you when you're
down will also be the one who helps you
get up. There are strange twists to this
day that you may not expect. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There's a great deal of fuel to keep your fire
raging today, Libra. Powerful situations are
apt to come your way in which you're asked
to take decisive action. Don't shy away from
added responsibility. Your ego is very strong,
which helps you take charge of any situation.
Just make sure that you don't step on any-
one's toes in the process.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Remember that one wrong move today
could cause you to have a headache for a
good long while, Scorpio. Don't take
uncalculated risks. There's dynamism and
confidence in the air, and even though
you may be tempted to step off the ledge,
think twice about doing so. Keep your
parachute handy. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It's a long road to becoming exactly the
person you want to be, Sagittarius. You
can't change who you are. Input from
every person you know and lessons
from every bump in the road contribute
to who you are as a person. Be proud of
yourself, but also realize that there's a
great deal more internal development
that needs to be done. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You should always leave a loved one with
loving words, Capricorn. Each time you
exit a room, consider that you're never
going to enter that room again. Perhaps
you'll never see those people again. Make
sure you take care of the people you like.
People might need extra attention today to
feel appreciated and important to you. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sonakshi to star in her

brother Kussh S. Sinha’s

directorial debut

H
ollywood star Demi
Moore famously
shaved her head to

play the lead role in 1997's
'G.I. Jane' but she'd now be
"hard-pressed" to alter her
trademark waist-length
tresses again because she
has nothing to "prove".

"I think now that I'm
older, I also know, I don't
have anything to prove. So
if they really need my hair
different, they can give me
a wig," she said, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

She added: "It's also not
as clear how it would grow
back!"

While the "Indecent
Proposal" actress has tried
a variety of styles over the
years, these days she does
"as little as possible" with
her locks and finds it
"stressful" when people

even touch her hair. She
added to People: "I've done
everything to my hair. I've
shaved it. I've dyed it. I've
had a bob. When I'm not
working, I try to do as little
to it as possible."

"It's stressful even hav-
ing someone touch it. If I
don't have anywhere to go,
I don't put heat on it -- I just
try to let it do its own
thing," Moore continued.

She went on stating:
"And I don't wash it too
often."Moore opts for
"dustings" to keep her hair
healthy when it comes to
having them cut. She said,
"I get regular tiny trims.
The rest comes from the
inside out. You have to eat
well, all those things."

The actress vowed to
keep her hair long to defy
stereotypes.

Demi Moore regrets shaving
her head for ‘G.I. Jane’

F
riendships are an
unbreakable bond
that get stronger

with time or just form in
an instant. Resonating
with this thought are ac-
tors Ajay Nagrath,
Abhinav Kapoor, Aanchal
Khurana, and Utkarsh
Gupta from Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s romantic
drama, Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2.

While shooting, Ajay
who plays Aditya/Adi,
Abhinav who plays
Vikrant, Aanchal who
plays Brinda and Utkarsh
who plays Kunal hit the
perfect notes and have
since become close
friends. The group of four
have bonded so well over
time that they make every
day of shoot the best day
to remember!

Elaborating further,
Aanchal Khurana who
plays Brinda shares, “I
was informed that that
Ajay, Abhinav and
Utkarsh have a very seri-
ous demeanour but in re-
ality, they are the sweetest

friends! When I first met
Ajay, Abhinav and
Utkarsh, I was amazed at
how they would constant-
ly make everyone on the
sets laugh! They were

kind enough to involve
me in their shenanigans
and soon, I joined the
bandwagon! Together we
would not only shoot but
even enjoy our time off-

screen. From the time I
joined the show, our
friendship has only
grown every day. I am so
grateful to have met them
through this show!”

Adding to it Ajay
Nagrath who plays Aditya
says, “Working with
Aanchal has been a great
experience! She has so
much love to share and
has a great sense of hu-
mour. She is a kind soul
who is determined and
gives in a 100% to whatev-
er she has set out to
achieve! From having
lunches together to
pulling each other’s legs
on sets, our friendship has
only evolved. Aanchal,
Abhinav, Utkarsh and I
share a fun camaraderie
and a bond that’ll only
keep growing. I know one
thing for sure that they all
are caring individuals. I
hope this bond never
breaks!”

Tune in to Bade Achhe
Lagte Hain 2, every
Monday to Friday at 8:00
PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2 actors Ajay, Abhinav,
Aanchal, and Utkarsh are BFF’s for life!

A
ctor Kamal Haasan on
Wednesday welcomed actor,
producer and politician

Udhayanidhi Stalin on board the 54th
film of his production house, Raaj
Kamal Films International.

Udhayanidhi Stalin will play the
lead in this film which is going to be
produced by Kamal Haasan and R
Mahendran.

The film, tentatively titled
Production #54, will be based on a real
life, historical incident.

Taking to Twitter, Kamal Haasan
wrote, "The history of that day. Let us
remind it. I wish and welcome my
younger brother Udhayanidhi Stalin."

Sources say that the film will be
made on a lavish scale. Kamal Haasan
had announced that Udhayanidhi
would be playing the lead in his com-

pany's next film at a function organ-
ised by Udhayanidhi's Red Giant
Movies. Udhayanidhi in response to
the announcement, had tweeted
in Tamil: "As part of our cele-
brations to mark the 15-
year film journey of Red
Giant movies, we hon-
oured those who had
contributed at a func-
tion in Chennai yes-
terday.

"I thank Kamal
Haasan sir, who
gave me the hon-
our of becoming
the hero of the
next film being
produced by
RKFI and for an-
nouncing it."

What?! Will Shreya find out
that Shree is her daughter?
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Tarouba, Jul 28 (PTI):

A full-strength Indian
team in all its might will be
looking to overwhelm West
Indies in its bid to record a
second successive clean
sweep in the three-match
T20I series starting Friday.

With less than three
months left for the T20
World Cup, skipper Rohit
Sharma and coach Rahul
Dravid will get around 16
games (5 vs WI, 5 in Asia
Cup (if India play final), 3
vs Australia, 3 vs South
Africa) to firm up their
core team that will then
play unchanged going into
mega event. The mere
thought of a first eleven
comprising Rohit, Rishabh
Pant, Suryakumar Yadav,
Hardik Pandya and Dinesh
Karthik as the five special-
ists batters in the top six
can have an intimidating
as well as debilitating ef-
fect on the opposition. And
that too at a time when a
player of Virat Kohli's
stature has been failing
miserably in shortest for-
mat and doubts are being
cast about his place in the
playing XI.

The preceding England
series has shown that
India's white ball players
have that imposing alpha-
male like presence out
there in the middle even if
their best player Kohli is
on the wane.

Can Deepak Hooda

challenge Kohli's 
position?

Deepak Hooda, whatev-
er little amount of T20Is
that he has played, has
shown that belongs to this
level. He has a hundred
opening the innings
against Ireland and in the
only T20 that he played
against England, he looked
the part before being
forced to relinquish his
place to Kohli. With his

tight off-breaks adding to
his skill-set, at least three
to four good matches in
this series will certainly
increase Rohit's headache
and also put Kohli under
pressure when he returns
for Asia Cup in the UAE.
Number three will be the
only position that will be a
bone of contention as far
as India's batting order is
concerned going into the
T20 World Cup.

Rohit-Pant pair could
be way forward in T20I

In terms of sheer num-
bers, the Pant-Rohit open-
ing pair didn't set the stage
on fire against England
but statistics often do not
provide the bigger picture.
The left-right combination
has shown intent to domi-
nate and with their kind of
range could prove to be a
nightmare for any opposi-
tion on a given day. On
tacky West Indies tracks
where spinners could oper-
ate in Powerplay, the duo
could be even doubly dan-
gerous and as far as
Australian wickets are
concerned, their ability to
effortlessly play horizontal
bat shots would keep them
in a good stead.

West Indies look for
improvements

Boasting a few T20 spe-
cialists and hard-hitters,
the hosts are likely to go
with the same squad fea-
turing such as Brandon
King, Kyle Mayers, and
Rovman Powell that beat
Bangladesh 2-0 in the
three-match series back
home earlier this month.
The likes of Myers and
skipper Pooran are also in
good form with the bat,
and that could give West
Indies the right amount of
confidence to give India a
tough fight.

1st T20: India eye encore
against hapless Windies

Match starts: 8 PM IST 

Galle, Sri Lanka (AP), Jul 28:

Sri Lanka fought
Pakistan and rain for a 246-
run victory and a split in
their two-match test series
on Thursday.

Set an improbable target
of 508 runs to win,
Pakistan was bowled out
for 261 with a session to
spare in its second innings
on Day 5 at the Galle
International Stadium.

After bad light and rain
ended play early the past
two days, Sri Lanka's
bowlers responded well
and were backed up by ex-
cellent fielding on a gloomy
final day. Left-arm spinner
Prabath Jayasuriya contin-
ued to impress in his third
test match, finishing with a
five-wicket haul, and eight
wickets for the game, to be
named player of the series.

He was backed by off-
spinner Ramesh Mendis,
who took four wickets in
the second innings.

Resuming play at 89-1,
Pakistan lost opening bat-
ter Imam-ul-Haq in the
third over of the morning
but a 79-run stand between
captain Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan gave
hope of a draw that would
secure a 1-0 series victory.

However, a moment of
indiscretion saw Rizwan
leaving a straight ball from
Jayasuriya and he was
bowled for 37. A collapse
from the visitors' middle
order soon followed as they
went from 176-2 to 188-5 by
lunch.

Babar was Sri Lanka's
biggest challenge, and
Pakistan's only remaining

hope, but he was dismissed
leg before wicket by a
straight ball from
Jayasuriya for 81. The last
five Pakistani wickets fell
for 56 runs. Dhananjaya de
Silva was leading Sri
Lanka in the absence of
skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne, who was out
with back spasms. De Silva
scored a century in Sri

Lanka's second innings
and was named Man of the
Match. The series is being
played against the back-
drop of Sri Lanka's worst
economic crisis since inde-
pendence. There is a severe
shortage of fuel, medicine
and cooking gas and eco-
nomic experts have
warned of a pending food
crisis.

Sri Lanka beats Pakistan to
earn split of two-test series

Sri Lanka's captain Dimuth Karunaratne (L) and Pakistan's captain Babar Azam (R) pose with the Test
trophy after Sri Lanka won the second cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 28.

Brisbane, Jul 28 (PTI):

All-rounder Pooja
Vastrakar became the lat-
est Indian cricketer to sign
for Brisbane Heat for the
upcoming edition of the
Women's Big Bash League
(WBBL).

The 22-year-old will be-
come the third Indian
woman cricketer to play
for Brisbane Heat. Smriti
Mandhana and Poonam
Yadav had previously
played for the side.

"Pooja is an outstanding
athlete. She bowls with
sharp pace, can find the
boundary with the bat
down the order and is an
absolute jet in the field,"
Brisbane Heat coach
Ashley Noffke said in
statement posted on the
club's website.

"We're very pleased to
welcome her to the WBBL
and are excited about the
experience we can offer
her. She's certainly a play-
er of the future for India
and one that we expect can
make a difference for the
Heat this summer," Noffke
added.

Vastrakar, a key mem-
ber of the Indian team,
and someone who played a
vital role in the side's re-
cent victories against Sri

Lanka, is currently recov-
ering from COVID-19.

She also played a pivotal
role during India's World
Cup campaign in New
Zealand earlier this year,
finishing as the side's sec-
ond-leading wicket-taker
and playing an impressive
knock of 67 off 59 balls
against Pakistan.

WBBL: India all-rounder
Pooja Vastrakar joins

Brisbane Heat

Birmingham, Jul 28 (PTI):

A podium finish on its
mind, the Indian women's
hockey team would look to
bury the ghosts of a disas-
trous World Cup campaign
by steam-rolling minnows
Ghana in the
Commonwealth Games
opener on Thursday.

The Indian women are
clubbed in Pool A along-
side hosts England,
Canada, Wales and Ghana,
while Australia, South
Africa, New Zealand,
Scotland and Kenya com-
plete Pool B.

Just like their male
counterparts, the Indian
women returned empty-
handed from the last edi-
tion of the Games in Gold
Coast, finishing fourth

after being routed 0-6 by
England in the bronze
medal play-off match.

Going into Games, the
Indian women must have
been haunted by their
below-par effort in the re-

cently concluded World
Cup in Spain and the
Netherlands, where the
Savita Punia-led side fin-
ished a disappointing
ninth.

And the Janneke

Schopman-coached side
would be desperate to
prove that it is a far better
side than what the recent
results indicate. They
would be itching to prove
their detractors wrong
about the perception that a
historic fourth place finish
in last year's Tokyo
Olympics was a mere
fluke.

The Indian women
would also be hoping to
break their 16-year medal
brought in the Games
here. The India's last
medal -- a silver -- in CWG
came in 2006 Melbourne.

The only other medal
that Indian women bagged
in the Games since hockey
introduction in 1998 was a
gold in the 2002 edition in
Manchester.

Birmingham, Jul 28 (PTI):

World champion Nikhat
Zareen and reigning
Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain have
been handed a relatively
easy opening round draws
in the women's boxing
competition of the
Commonwealth Games
which begins here with
the opening ceremony on
Thursday.

Nikhat will open her
campaign in the women's
48-50kg light flyweight cat-
egory against Helena
Ismael Bagao of
Mozambique on Sunday. A
victory would see her pit-
ted against another easy
opponent in Helen Jones
of Wales in the quarterfi-
nals.

Lovlina will also be up
against the lesser-known
Ariane Nicholson of New
Zealand in her opening

light middle weight (66-
70kg) bout on Saturday,
and a win will pit her
against Gold Coast silver
medallist Rosie Eccles of
Wales in the quarterfinals.

The Welsh boxer, who
won a silver medal in 2016
and a bronze in 2019
E u r o p e a n
Championships, got a bye
in the first round.

In the lightweight (57-
60kg) division, Jasmine
will feature straight in the
quarterfinals after getting
a first round bye.

But a tricky quarterfi-
nal final awaits Jasmine
as she will be up against
2018 Gold Coast bronze
medallist Troy Garton of
New Zealand on August 4.

In the women's mini-
mum weight (45-48kg) cate-
gory, Nitu needs just a win
to secure a medal as only
eight boxers are featured
in the draw. She will
square up against Nicole
Clyde of Northern Ireland
in the quarterfinals on
August 3.

Among men, Asian
Games gold medallist and
2018 CWG silver medallist
Amit Panghal will kick-off
his campaign against
Vanuatu's Namri Berri in
the flyweight (48-51kg) cat-
egory on August 1.

Port of Spain, Jul 28 (PTI):

Shubman Gill
might have been
unlucky to miss
out on a maiden in-
ternational ton but
was happy that he
could convert a good
start, something that
was amiss in the first two
games.

Gill was out for 64 and 43
in the first two games and
was "disappointed" that he
frittered away the solid
starts.

"I was disappointed with
how I got out in the first
two matches. I tried to ro-
tate strike. After the rain
break, we let our instincts
take over. I just wanted one
more over when we
walked out before the last
break," said the flamboy-
ant right-handed batter,
who remained stranded on
98 when rain played spoil-
sport. Gill, who remained
not out on his career-best
score, said had he got one
more over he would have
definitely reached the
three-figure mark.

"It was bittersweet (mis-
sion century). I was ex-
pecting to get 100. It was
not under my control as it
rained, but I was happy
with my innings," he said
in the post-match presen-
tation ceremony here on

Wednesday after India
made a 3-0 series sweep
over the West Indies on
Wednesday. Gill played a
pivotal role in India's suc-
cess, finishing as the top-
scorer with 205 runs while
opening the batting along
side skipper Shikhar
Dhawan. The Punjab bat-
ter was all praise for the
Queen's Park Oval pitches
that produced big runs in
all the three ODIs.

Was disappointed in manner I
got out in first two games: Gill

Hockey at CWG: Indian
women look to bury WC ghosts

Boxing in CWG: Nikhat, Lovlina get easy opening draws

Nikhat Zareen

GYMNAST TRAINS

A gymnast trains ahead of the opening of Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022, in Birmingham, UK.

Bristol, Jul 28 (AP):

Jonny Bairstow kept up his
strong all-format form this sum-
mer by smashing a 53-ball 90 in
England's 41-run win over
South Africa on Wednesday in
the first Twenty20 international
of the three-match series.
Bairstow hit eight sixes and
three fours to help guide
England to 234-6 after being
put in to bat at Bristol.
Moeen Ali weighed in by crash-
ing 52 off 18 balls, including six
sixes, an England record for the
fastest 50 in a Twenty20 cricket
international. Moeen reached
his 50 in just 16 balls, beating
teammate Liam Livingstone's
year-old record by a single

delivery. It means a lot, there
are guys in our changing room
who score quickly and now I
can brag about fastest 50 in T20
cricket for England," Moeen
said. This was a nice-sized
ground for someone like myself,
who isn't the most massive hit-
ter of a ball."
South Africa slumped to 7-2
after two overs and could only
make 193-8 in response despite
Tristan Stubbs' 72 off 28 deliv-
eries.
Bairstow was a standout for
England in the test match for-
mat against New Zealand and
India this summer. In his last
five test innings, he hit 136,
162, 71 not out, 106 and 114 not
out.

Bairstow stars again, England
beats South Africa in 1st T20

Students take part in a programme organised on the eve of the International Tiger Day, at a school, in Moradabad, Thursday.

INT’L TIGER DAY 

Women belonging to Devipujak community mourn beside the grave of their deceased family members during Diwaso
festival, at a graveyard in Ahmedabad, Thursday.

DIWASO FEST 

Kolkata, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The BJP's West Bengal
unit on Thursday took
out a rally here to protest
against alleged irregular-
ities in teacher recruit-
ment in schools and de-
manded the removal of
arrested cabinet minister
Partha Chatterjee.

Led by BJP's state presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
and other senior party
leaders, the protest march
- Kolkata Chalo - began at
College Street and is
scheduled to culminate at
Rani Rashmoni road in
central Kolkata.

"The corruption in
School Service
Commission is just the tip
of the iceberg. The entire
TMC and its government
are knee-deep in corrup-
tion. Partha Chatterjee

must be immediately
sacked from the ministry,
and other corrupt leaders
should be put behind
bars," Majumdar said.

Carrying posters and
placards, the BJP ac-
tivists shouted slogans
against the Mamata
Banerjee government and
its education department.

They demanded that

the culprits behind the al-
leged scam should be put
behind bars.

Chatterjee now holds
the portfolios of com-
merce and industry, par-
liamentary affairs, infor-
mation technology and
electronics, public enter-
prises and industrial re-
construction in the state
cabinet.

He was on July 23 ar-
rested by the
Enforcement Directorate
which is probing into the
money trail involved in
the scam.

Crores of rupees in cash
along with other items
were allegedly recovered
from the residence of a
woman, who is considered
to be a close associate of
Chatterjee. PTI could not
independently verify the
information.

Chatterjee was the state
education minister when
the alleged scam took
place. Another central
agency CBI, as directed
by the Calcutta High
Court, is also probing the
alleged irregularities in
the recruitment of
Group-C and D staff as
well as teachers in gov-
ernment-sponsored and-
aided schools on recom-
mendations of the West
Bengal School Service
Commission.

HC grants liberty to NGO to meet gangrape victim

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has granted liberty to an
NGO to meet a woman, who
was allegedly gangraped
and paraded in the area
wearing a garland of
footwear and beaten by
family members of the ac-
cused, saying that present-
ly there is no restriction in
the meeting of any individ-
ual or organisation with
the victim for rendering
any assistance.

The high court, however,
said no political colour
shall be given to the inci-
dent, nor any religious re-
flection be added out of
context, to avoid distortion
of the criminal justice sys-

tem.
It may be reiterated that

a meeting generally cannot
be denied for providing
necessary legal aid and as-
sistance, if so required by
the victim, to ensure deliv-
ery of justice and fair trial
but the caution remains
that such meetings are not
used inappropriately for
creating any 'law and order
situation or arousing the
emotions of a particular
community in an adverse
manner, thereby disturbing
the public tranquillity or
likely to cause a breach of
peace, Justice Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta said.

The high court said that
reflection of the crime by
the petitioner NGO, United

Sikhs, as a targeted crime
against a member of a mi-
nority community cannot
be appreciated.

The reply filed by DSLSA
(Delhi State Legal Services
Authority) clearly reflects
that due legal assistance
stands provided to the vic-
tim to ensure the safe-
guarding of her rights.
Further, the disbursal of
interim compensation of
Rs.2.5 lakh to the victim
has also been ensured. As
such, concerns expressed
on behalf of the petitioner,
regarding the provision of
legal aid to the victim stand
addressed, it said.

It further said, since, at
present, there is no restric-
tion or bar in the meeting

of any individual or organ-
isation with the victim for
rendering any assistance
as per stand of the respon-
dents, the petitioner
through representatives is
at liberty to meet or inter-
act with the victim in ac-
cordance with the law.

"Respondents, in view of
submissions made by ASC
(additional standing coun-
sel), shall ensure to facili-
tate any such meeting if
any intimation is given in
this regard by the represen-
tatives of the petitioner, to
obviate any concerns.
However, it may be ob-
served that any political
colour shall not be given to
the incident, nor any reli-
gious reflection added out

of context, to avoid distor-
tion of the criminal justice
system, the court said.

The court's order came
while disposing of a plea by
the NGO seeking to meet
through its two representa-
tives and interact with the
victim and her family for
the purposes of providing
them legal aid, assistance,
and representation for
proper investigation and
before the courts of law, as
per their choice to get due
justice.

According to the prose-
cution, the woman was al-
legedly gangraped on
January 26 after which she
was paraded in the local
area wearing a garland of
footwear and beaten up by

the family members of the
accused. A case of gan-
grape, criminal intimida-
tion, and criminal conspir-
acy was registered at Vivek
Vihar Police Station.

The NGO claimed that a
woman belonging to a reli-
gious minority was vic-
timised, outraging the reli-
gious feelings of Sikhs. The
NGO said that its represen-
tatives were not allowed to
meet and interact with the
victim and the whole area
near the woman's house
was cordoned off.

The court was informed
by the counsel for the State
that there was no reserva-
tion on the part of the State
for the meeting of any indi-
vidual or organisation with

the victim in accordance
with law and the woman
was stated to have been al-
ready provided with the
necessary legal aid services.

The high court, in its
order, said the petitioner
seeks to raise important is-
sues regarding the rights of
the victim for legal aid, as-
sistance, and representa-
tion for proper investiga-
tion before the courts of
law as per their choice as
well as seeks to confer
rights on the organisations
of the nature of the peti-
tioner to meaningfully in-
tervene and assist for the
aforesaid purpose.

The courts have also
been proactive in balancing
and ensuring that the

rights of victims are duly
addressed from the partici-
patory stage of the investi-
gation till the culmination
of proceedings in an appeal
or revision. The said rights
are another facet of human
rights implicit in the guar-
antee of Article 21 of the
Constitution, it said.

Regarding the NGO's
grievance that the victim
has been illegally denied
fair and effective assistance
by refusing permission to
its representatives to meet
her, the court said it was
clarified and submitted by
the state's counsel that there
is no reservation for meet-
ing any individual or organ-
isation with the victim in
accordance with the law.

‘Delhi children to form world’s 
largest tricolour on Aug 4’

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Thousands of children
will come together seeking
to create a world record of
making the largest layout
of the tricolour on August
4, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced on
Thursday. In an online
briefing, Kejriwal lament-
ed that several nations
have witnessed rapid
growth and surpassed
India in the last 75 years.

According to an offi-
cial, around 50,000 chil-
dren from Delhi govern-
ment schools are likely to
participate in the event
that will be held at the

Burari Grounds
here. "The Lord
has blessed
India with abun-
dance of rivers,
mineral ores,
m o u n t a i n s ,
herbs, crops,
oceans and seas.
Indians are the
smartest and
most hardwork-
ing in the world,
yet why do we
lag behind?" he said. "If
we leave the country at
the mercy of these lead-
ers and their parties, then
we'll stay behind the
world for another 75
years," he added. Kejriwal

urged "130 crore
Indians" to come
together and
take a pledge to
make the coun-
try the greatest
and the
strongest in the
world. "Seventy
five years ago,
when the whole
country came
together, we
drove the

British out. Today, we all
have to come together
again to make India the
greatest country in the
world," he said. He em-
phasised that it has to be a
collective effort and ex-

pressed confidence that
the days of India becom-
ing the "best country" in
the world are not far. "Can
India lead the world, some
people ask me? Why not,
is how I respond. I need to
ask everyone, what do you
think? why can't India
rise to become the world's
greatest country?

"But to accomplish this,
we must all work togeth-
er," he stressed. He said the
participation of entrepre-
neurs, farmers, industrial-
ists, labourers, members
of service class, doctors,
engineers, and lawyers is
needed to realise the
dream.

Hyderabad, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Bachpan Bachao
Andolan (BBA) on
Thursday said it has
signed two memoranda of
understanding (MoUs)
with government agen-
cies of Telangana to
strengthen institutional
framework, intensify
State mechanisms for pro-
tection, reintegration and
rehabilitation of children.

BBA is a frontline anti-
trafficking and anti-slav-
ery grassroots-level move-
ment in the country that
was founded by Nobel
Peace Laureate Kailash

Satyarthi in 1980.
The first MoU was

signed on Wednesday
with State Child
Protection Society (SCPS)
and Department of
Women Development &
Child Welfare (WCD) and
the second was signed
today with Women's
Safety Wing (WSW) of the
Telangana police that
would further strengthen
the Project Bharosa', a re-
lease from BBA said here.
The MoU with State SCPS
and WCD would come
into effect from August 1
and remain in force for
three years, while the sec-
ond agreement with WSW
is for one year, it said.

The two pacts would en-

sure effective implemen-
tation of protection pro-
grammes, rescue, reinte-
gration and rehabilitation
of children and women
who have been victims of
forced and bonded labour
and trafficking, the re-
lease said.

The agreement with
SCPS and WCD would
aim to build a robust safe-
ty net around children
and aim to transform
12,500 villages in the State
into child-friendly ones.
To begin with, one NITI
Aayog Aspirational
District' Kumuram
Bheem Asifabad would be
the first district to be
turned into a child-friend-
ly district.

CSL delivers country’s first
IAC-1 ‘Vikrant’ to Navy

Kochi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The Cochin Shipyard
Ltd (CSL) on Thursday de-
livered the country's first
indigenously-built aircraft
carrier (IAC-1) to the
Indian Navy which would
induct and commission
the vessel into service as
the INS Vikrant. Defence
sources, who confirmed
delivery of the vessel to
the Navy, told PTI that the
official induction and com-
missioning of the IAC is
likely to take place in
August this year.

The IAC would serve to
bolster India's position in
the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR) and its quest for a
blue water Navy, a Defence
release said. The CSL, in a
press release, also con-
firmed the delivery of the
vessel, which is the largest

warship ever to be built in
India, having a deep dis-
placement of close to
45,000 tonnes and is also
considered as the most am-
bitious naval vessel project
of the country. The IAC is

"christened after her illus-
trious predecessor --
India's first aircraft carrier
which played a vital role in
the 1971 war", the release
said. "Coinciding with the
celebrations to commemo-

rate the 75th anniversary
of India's independence
'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', the reincarna-
tion of Vikrant is a true
testimony to the country's
zeal and fervour in pursu-
ing capability build up to-
wards enhanced maritime
security," it said.

The 262 metre long carri-
er is much larger and ad-
vanced than her predeces-
sor and is powered by four
gas turbines totalling 88
MW power and has a maxi-
mum speed of 28 Knots.
Built at an overall cost of
close to Rs 20,000 crores,
the project progressed in
three phases of contract
between the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) and CSL,
which concluded in May
2007, December 2014 and
October 2019, respectively,
the release said.
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Indian Navy personnel while taking delivery of the prestigious
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) ‘Vikrant from her builder
Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi.

Bachpan Bachao Andolan
ties up with T’gana govt 

Says no restriction on meeting for rendering help

BJP  demands removal of arrested Bengal minister
SCHOOL JOBS SCAM

BJP supporters during a protest rally against the SSC
scam, in Kolkata, Thursday.

‘Urbanisation 
cause temperature
differences in Delhi’
New Delhi, July 28 (PTI):
Earth Sciences Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said urbanisa-
tion was one of main caus-
es that can influence the
changes in temperature
pattern in Delhi and form
heat islands.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, he said the
steep rise in pre-monsoon
surface air temperature,
land surface temperature
and relative humidity in
Delhi/NCR of late was a
cause of concern.

He said there has been a
rise in maximum and min-
imum temperature over
Delhi during pre-monsoon
season during the last
three years, but there was
no such increase in rela-
tive humidity.



Seize
MMuummbbaaii:: The Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) has
seized 190 kg of high-
quality ganja, estimated
to be worth Rs 4 crore,
and arrested four alleged
drug traffickers after car-
rying out an operation in
adjoining Thane district,
an official said on
Thursday. Acting on spe-
cific information, a team
of the NCB Mumbai zonal
unit laid a trap at Padgha
in Bhiwandi town on the
intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday
and stopped two vehicles
laden with goods, he said.

Adjourned 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Rajya Sabha
proceedings were on
Thursday adjourned for
the day amid opposition
uproar over suspension of
MPs besides its demand
for discussion on price
rise and the Gujarat
hooch tragedy. As soon
as the Upper House
reassembled at 4 pm, the
opposition members con-
tinued their protests and
Tiruchi Siva who was in
the Chair adjourned the
proceedings for the day.

Mishap
PPaannaajjii:: Three members of
a family were among four
people killed after a
Sports Utility Vehicle
(SUV) fell into the Zuari
river in South Goa district
in the wee hours of
Thursday, an official said.
The accident took place
around 1.10 am. Navy
divers pulled the vehicle
out of the waters on
Thursday afternoon and
rescuers had to cut its
doors to retrieve the four
bodies, he said.

Bail
NNuuhh  ((HHaarryyaannaa)):: A court
here has granted bail to
one of the accused in the
murder case of a deputy
superintendent of police
who was probing illegal
mining. Accused Jabid
alias Billa filed his bail
application in the court of
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Satish Kumar through his
lawyer Tahir Hussain on
Wednesday. The court
granted bail to Jabid.

Landslide
UUttttaarrkkaasshhii:: Incessant
rains threw normal life
out of gear in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi
district on Thursday, trig-
gering landslides which
blocked the Gangotri
National Highway
besides 14 rural roads.
With boulders rolling
down intermittently from
the hills, the Gangotri
national highway is
blocked near Bandarkot,
District Disaster
Management Officer
Devendra Patwal said.
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Children play on a waterlogged
road following monsoon rains, in

New Delhi, Thursday. 
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Raipur, Jul 28: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday
launched a scheme, under
which the state govern-
ment started procuring
cow urine at a minimum
rate of Rs 4 per litre for
making pesticides and or-
ganic fertilizers.

Baghel unveiled the
scheme at his official resi-
dence in the state capital
during the celebration of
'Hareli', a local agricultur-
al festival. As part of the
programme, the chief
minister sold five litres of
cow urine to Nidhi Self
Help Group (SHG) based
in Raipur's Chandkhuri.

Two years back, the
state government had
launched its flagship
'Godhan Nyay Yojana',
under which it had started
buying cow dung from cat-
tle-rearers and farmers at
Rs 2 per kg rate. The cow
urine procurement
scheme is expansion of

the same programme.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Baghel said, "Taking
a cue from the multi-di-
mensional results of the
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
many states in the country
started adopting the
model."

Be it rich or poor, every-

one is selling cow dung in
'gauthan' (livestock shel-
ter), he added.

In the last two years,
more than Rs 300 crore
have been transferred to
the bank accounts of cow
dung sellers, gauthan com-
mittees and women SHGs
under that scheme, the
chief minister said.

The flagship Godhan
Nyay Yojana was launched
with the aim of providing
income to cattle-rearers,
organic farmers and also
strengthening the rural
economy, officials said.

The cow dung pur-
chased under the scheme
is used for making organic
manure on a large scale,
which is being used by
farmers in the fields,
thereby promoting organ-
ic farming in the state,
they said.

Himmatnagar (Guj), Jul 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that
ethanol blending with
petrol, which was 40 crore
litres before 2014, has now
gone up to 400 crore litres
now.

The blending of ethanol
with petrol has also in-
creased the income of
farmers, he said address-
ing a large gathering after
inaugurating various proj-
ects of the Sabar Dairy
near Himmatnagar town
in Sabarkantha district of
north Gujarat.

The Sabar Dairy is a
part of Gujarat
Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd
(GCMMF), which makes
and markets a whole
range of dairy and milk

products under the Amul
brand. Modi said sus-
tained efforts by his gov-
ernment, since it came to
power in 2014, to increase
the income of farmers
during the last eight years
are now showing results.

The government's deci-
sion to mix ethanol with
petrol has helped farmers
increase their income as
ethanol is derived from
farm produce like sugar-
cane and maize, he said.

"Today, the ratio of
ethanol blending with
petrol is over 10 per cent.

Ethanol comes from sug-
arcane and maize. Before
2014, ethanol blending
with petrol was less than
40 crore litres. Today, it has
gone up to 400 crore litres,"
Modi said in his address.

Apart from farming, the
promotion of allied busi-
ness activities like cattle-
rearing, horticulture, fish-
eries and honey produc-
tion has also helped farm-
ers in increasing their in-
come, he said.

"The income of farmers
has increased today be-
cause of the Centre's sus-
tained efforts during the
last eight years. This has
benefited landless and
marginal farmers the
most," the PM said.

"Our strategy to focus
on alternative sources of
income is showing results.
For the first time, the
turnover of Khadi and
Village Industries has
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore
mark," he said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Several mineral blocks
put on sale are not elicit-
ing response and Madhya
Pradesh has cancelled the
auction of 15 blocks while
Chhattisgarh scrapped the
sale of 10 mines, a govern-
ment official said on
Thursday.

This comes amid the
government recently ex-
pressing hope that 500
mines would be auctioned
by 2024.

"We are also having
issue that in many blocks
state governments are not
finding response," Mines
Additional Secretary
Sanjay Lohiya said during
a conference on Indian

mineral reforms organ-
ised by Assocham. The of-
ficial also stressed the
need for creating aware-
ness and asked companies
to venture out of the states
they are operating in as it
would be good for them in
the long run.

If the companies want
to operate in the mineral
sector, then they should re-
alise they have to pump in
money in the exploration
of blocks.

"If you venture out in
other states you will es-
cape area limits and prob-
ably find better result
there," the additional sec-
retary explained.

Of the over 180 mines
put on sale since the sys-
tem of auctioning of min-
eral blocks began in 2015,
the country sold 46 blocks
last financial year and 36
mines have been auc-

tioned in current fiscal
year till date. The govern-
ment began the process of
allocating mineral blocks
through auctions in 2015-
16. It is aiming to scale up
the mining sector's contri-
bution to Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) from pres-
ent 2.5 per cent to 5 per
cent.

The government had
earlier said the auction of
mineral blocks has sta-
bilised in the country.

State governments were
getting a very good share
of revenue from the auc-
tions and the states which
were early birds in the
whole race were really
happy. The mines ministry
had earlier said the
amendment in the mineral
auction rules will encour-
age competition that will
ensure more participation
in sale of blocks.

Sagar, Jul 28 (PTI): 

A vaccinator allegedly
used a single syringe to ad-
minister anti-coronavirus
vaccine doses to 39 chil-
dren at a private school in
Madhya Pradesh's Sagar
city, prompting the author-
ities to suspend the dis-
trict vaccination officer, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The incident took place
on Wednesday at the Jain
Higher Secondary School
in the city during a mega
vaccination drive, after

which a First Information
Report (FIR) was regis-
tered against the vaccina-
tor, identified as Jitendra
Ahirwar, a district official
said.

The 39 children, aged 15
and above, were from
Classes 9 to 12, a health of-
ficial said.

The parents of some of
the children on
Wednesday observed the
vaccinator using the same
syringe to inoculate the
children and raised an
alarm for the gross negli-
gence on his part, the offi-
cials said.

After the parents
protested, Sagar's in-

charge Collector Kshitij
Singhal sent district Chief
Medical and Health
Officer (CMHO) Dr D K
Goswami to inquire about
the incident. Those pres-
ent at the spot told
Goswami that the vaccina-
tor allegedly used the
same syringe to adminis-
ter vaccine doses to as
many as 39 children, the
district official said.

After the protest by par-
ents, Ahirwar escaped
from the spot and was not
found when the CMHO in-
spected the school. The ac-
cused had also switched-
off his mobile phone,
Goswami said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

The CBI has recov-
ered paintings of Indian
maestros FN Souza and SH
Raza worth Rs 5.50 crore
during a fresh round of
searches related to India's
biggest bank fraud involv-
ing DHFL, officials said.

SH Raza's 1956 oil-on-can-
vas painting titled 'Village'
worth over Rs 3.50 crore and
FN Souza's 1964-untitled oil-
on-linen piece valued at Rs 2
crore were among the luxu-
rious items worth Rs 12
crore seized by the agency,
they said.

The central agency has
also seized two uber-luxury
watches of Jacob and Co
and Frank Muller Geneve
totalling about Rs 5 crore

during searches, it said in a
statement.

The CBI is conducting
custodial interrogation of
former CMD of DHFL Kapil
Wadhawan and Director
Dheeraj Wadhawan for the

last nine days during which
it emerged that they had
purchased these paintings
from a noted art auction
house at Fort in Mumbai,
the officials said.

After coming to know

where these items were
kept, the CBI conducted
searches and seized the as-
sets, they said.

According to officials, the
CBI also recovered gold and
diamond jewellery, includ-
ing bangles and necklaces,
estimated to be worth Rs 2
crore.

Nearly 20 days ago, the
CBI recovered Tyeb Mehta's
painting 'Bull' worth over
Rs 27 crore and an untitled
piece by Manjit Bawa esti-
mated to be valued at over
Rs 7.7 crore. Mehta and
Bawa's pieces were among a
large number of paintings
and sculptures, altogether
valued at Rs 40 crore, cash
and incriminating docu-
ments seized, the CBI had
said in a statement.

Kolkata, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The West Bengal gov-
ernment on Thursday re-
moved Partha Chatterjee,
who was recently arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a
school jobs scam, from the
ministry with immediate
effect. "Partha Chatterjee,
minister in charge, depart-
ment of industry, com-
merce and enterprises, de-
partment of information
technology and electron-
ics, department of parlia-
mentary affairs and de-
partment of public enter-
prises and industrial re-
construction, is hereby re-
lieved of his duties as MIC
of the aforesaid depart-
ment ," an official order
said.

New Delhi, July 28 (PTI): 

A face-off between
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Union
Minister Smriti Irani in
the Lok Sabha chamber on
Thursday added fuel to the
already raging row over
Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury's re-
mark on President
Droupadi Murmu.

Chowdhury's reference
to Murmu, India's first
tribal President, as rash-
trapatni triggered a war of
words between the ruling
BJP and the Opposition
Congress with
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi de-
manding an apology from
Gandhi. As the Lok Sabha

adjourned soon after 12
noon, Gandhi walked
across to the Treasury
benches and sought to
know from BJP member
Rama Devi why she was
dragged into the issue.

Irani stepped in and was
seen gesturing towards
Gandhi and apparently
protesting against
Chowdhury's remark.
Gandhi at first tried to ig-
nore Irani's protestations,

but soon was seen gestur-
ing towards the minister
and speaking angrily.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman claimed that
Gandhi told a BJP mem-
ber not to talk to her.
However, the Union minis-
ter did not name any BJP
leader. NCP member
Supriya Sule and
Trinamool member
Aparupa Poddar were seen
escorting the Congress
president away from the
Treasury benches as BJP
members flocked around
Rama Devi and Gandhi.
BJP women members
were seated in the front
rows in the Lok Sabha as
they led the protests in the
House against
Chowdhury's remarks.

EMPOWERING FARMERS

Govt launches scheme
to purchase cow urine 
̈ For making 

pesticides, organic
fertilizers

‘Ethanol blending with
petrol up 10-fold in 8 yrs’
̈ Helped increase

income of farmers

Dhanbad Judge Murder Case

Special CBI court holds
autorickshaw driver,

accomplice guilty
Dhanbad, Jul 28 (PTI): 

A special CBI court in
Jharkhand on Thursday
convicted an autorickshaw
driver and another person
in the murder of Dhanbad
Judge Uttam Anand last
year.

The CBI court Judge
Rajnikant Pathak held au-
torickshaw driver Lakhan
Verma and his accomplice
Rahul Verma guilty in the
murder of Anand, who
was the additional ses-
sions judge.

The quantum of punish-
ment of the two convicts
will be pronounced on
August 6. Anand, the 49-
year-old judge, was alleged-

ly mowed down by an auto-
rickshaw while he was jog-
ging on July 28 last year.
Trial in the murder case of
judge Anand began in
February this year. CCTV
camera footage showed
that the judge was jogging
on one side of a fairly wide
road at Randhir Verma
Chowk in Dhanbad when
the auto-rickshaw veered
towards him, hit him from
behind and fled the scene.

The case was handed
over to the Central Bureau
of Investigation by the
Jharkhand government.

The charges against the
accused were framed
under various sections of
the IPC.

Chh’garh scraps sale of 10 mines
̈ MP cancels 

auction of 
15 mineral blocks

HARIYALI AMAVASYA FAIR

People ride on ferris wheels and visit the Hariyali Amavasya fair on the outskirts of
Ajmer, Thursday.

Partha Chatterjee

sacked from cabinet

IRRESPONSIBLE ACT

39 school children administered
COVID-19 vaccine with same syringe

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

In an effort to ensure greater
participation of youth in polls,
the Election Commission has
decided that those above 17
years of age can now apply in
advance to register as voters
once they turn 18.
Till recently, people turning 18
on or before January 1 of a par-
ticular year were eligible to
enrol themselves in the voters'
list. Those turning 18 after
January 1 had to wait for one
whole year to register as vot-
ers. Following change in elec-
tion law, people can resister as
voters on January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 on turning
18. According to an EC state-
ment on Thursday, the poll
panel led by Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and

Election Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey has directed
the poll machinery in the states
to work out tech-enabled solu-
tions to facilitate those above
17 years of age (but not yet 18)
to file their advance applica-
tions. "Henceforth, the electoral
roll will be updated every quar-
ter and eligible youngsters can
be registered in the next quar-
ter of the year in which he or
she has attained the qualifying
age of 18 years," it said.
For the current round of annu-
al revision of electoral roll,
2023, any citizen attaining the
age of 18 years by April 1, July
1 and October 1 of 2023 can
also submit an advance appli-
cation for registration as a
voter from the date of draft
publication of electoral roll, it
explained.

EC DECISION 

‘Those above 17 can now
register to become voters’

Sonia Gandhi, Smriti Irani 
face-off in LS post adjournment
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M FN Souza, SH Raza’s paintings among 
Rs 12 cr assets seized by CBI 

In this combo photo, SH Razas 1956 oil-on-canvas painting titled
Village worth over Rs 3.50 crore and FN Souzas 1964-untitled oil-on-
linen piece valued at Rs 2 crore were among the luxurious items worth
Rs 12 crore seized by the CBI agency in the DHFL scam case. 

̈ FIR filed, vaccination
officer suspended

‘Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhavishya-Power @ 2047’ programme held 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2288::  Under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the program
"Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhavishya
- Power @ 2047" was organized
at Vivekananda Auditorium in
Padmanabhpur, Durg. Home
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu
graced the function as chief
guest. He extended festive
greetings of Hareli and under-
lined the importance of electrici-
ty. 

He said that today the
Chhattisgarh state is moving in
the direction of rapid develop-
ment. Remarkable works have
been done in the energy sector.
Today the state is also playing its
big role in meeting the energy
needs of the country. He said
that many schemes are intro-
duced but awareness among the

consumers is very
important. He
urged all to use
electricity conve-
niently and judi-
ciously. Home
Minister also
praised the line
workers for main-
taining electric
supply even dur-
ing storms and
rains. 

Presiding over the program,
MLA Arun Vora said that elec-
tricity has brought a lot of
progress in the lives of common
people. Life has become easier
and energy has helped a lot in in-
creasing the facilities and knowl-
edge. Vora said that this festival
is being celebrated to encourage
power generation and energy
development of the state. Mayor

Dheeraj Bakliwal was present as
a special guest in the program.

It needs to be mentioned here
that "Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal
Bhavishya - Power @2047" pro-
gramme are being organized
from July 25 to 31, 2022, in coor-
dination with the Union Ministry
of Power and the State
Government. Two events are
being organized in all the dis-

tricts. Chhattisgarh State Power
Company, Central Electricity
Undertaking, REC Limited, NTPC
and other undertakings are in-
volved. The district administra-
tion also participates in this
event. In this sequel, on July 28,
an event was organized at the
district headquarters of Durg.

It was informed during the
Bijli Mahotsav that the produc-

tion of electricity in the country
has increased from 2.48 lakh
MW to Four lakh MW. Today we
export electricity to neighboring
countries also. In order to pro-
vide quality electricity to the
consumers, the work of power
development has been acceler-
ated. There are more than 5 lakh
electricity consumers in Durg
district alone. Chhattisgarh

State Power Company has pro-
vided a rebate of Rs 311 crore 56
lakh to the consumers of Durg
district on consumption of first
400 units every month. Under
Mukhyamantri Shahri
Vidyutikaran Yojana in the dis-
trict, 1135 projects were com-
pleted at a cost of Rs 27.44 crore.
Under Saubhagya Yojana, 13429
houses in the district were pro-

vided with elec-
tricity connec-
tions.

In the program,
people were made
aware about other
schemes including
C h h a t t i s g a r h
G o v e r n m e n t ' s
Electricity Bill Half
Scheme, More Bijli
App, Chief
Minister Urban

Vidyutikaran Yojana and Chief
Minister Majratola Vidyutikaran
Yojana. Apart from this, informa-
tion was given to the people
about other schemes including
Saubhagya Yojana and DDUGJY
scheme of the Central
Government, Kusum Yojna and
consumer rights, project wise in-
formation of solar plants set up
in Durg district by CREDA

Department. In the program,
achievements, schemes etc of
the work done by the
Government of India and the
State Government in the field of
energy, alternative energy, dis-
tribution and transmission were
displayed through banners,
posters, audio visuals, street
plays and cultural programs. 

Local public representatives,
Chief Engineer of CSPDCL
(Durg) M Jamulkar,
Superintending Engineers AK
Gauraha and Tarun Kumar
Thakur, Executive Engineers AK
Bijoura, Satish Kumar Verma, RK
Chandrakar, NSPCL AGM Janaki
Prasad and Senior Manager
Akashdeep Agrawal, CREDA dis-
trict in-charge TR Dhruv and dis-
trict administration officials and
other officers, employees and
local people were present.

STPI organising Chunauti 4.0 to
enable social empowerment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Software
Technology Parks of India
(STPI) under Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY), Government of
India has launched Next
Generation Incubation
Scheme (NGIS) "CHUNAU-
TI 4.0 - Advancing Digital
Applications with Special
Focus on Social
Empowerment on July 25,
2022. CHUNAUTI 4.0 is fo-
cused on identifying and
supporting promising
startup working towards
digital transformation &
accessible products/solu-
tions enabling equitable &
inclusive growth. The last

date for applying is set for
August 07, 2022.

NGIS is focused on 12
tier-II & tier-III locations in
the country that include
Agartala, Bhilai, Bhopal,
Bhubaneshwar, Dehradun,
Guwahati, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Prayagraj,
Mohali, Patna and
Vijayawada. It aims to sup-
port 300 start-ups/entrepre-
neurs/SMEs in the field of

IT/ITeS/ESDM
for 3 years. Start-
ups pan-India
can apply and be-
come NGIS bene-
ficiary. Each
startup under
this scheme be-
comes eligible for
financial incen-

tives including monthly
stipend & get upto rupees
25 lakh as seed fund along
with world class mentor-
ing, networking & market
connect. Each NGIS loca-
tion has a dedicated chief
mentor along with a 'men-
tor pool' and knowledge
partners. For details, one
can visit https://innovate.
s t p i n e x t . i n / a p p l u -
now/chunauti_4.0_noida.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Lock Out/
Tag Out (LOTO) system, a
new Safety initiative at
Universal Rail Mill of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was inaugurated by GP
Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS). Anish
Sengupta, CGM (URM)
presided over the function.
MVK Ramprasad, GM I/c
(URM-Oper), SK Agrawal,
GM (Safety) and other
Senior officials were pres-
ent on the occasion.

The LOTO system cov-
ers the Emergency switch
/ Main Power CB for ma-
chines and PLCs with pro-
vision for locks with tags
for 6 users at a time. These
tags help in identifying the
owner of the maintenance
job - be it from the Crane,
Mechanical or Electrical
section. Apart from follow-
ing the existing safety pro-

cedures, this is an addi-
tional safety measure in
the Roll shop management
of Universal Rail Mill.

This feature helps in
preparing for shutdowns
in a systematic manner,
notifying employees of ac-

tivities and equip-
ment involved.
This development
ensures that equip-
ment is properly
isolated and pro-
tects machinery
from damage and
reduces downtime.
It will also improve
working conditions
and prevent acci-
dents.

Shishir Shukla,
GM (Elect),
Ranveer Paul, GM
(Elect) and Rajat
Mukherjee, GM
(Oper) were instru-
mental in initiating
this system along-

with M/ SKF. Presently
the system covers Roll
shop area consisting of 4
CNC Lathe machines, 4
EOT Cranes, 1 CNC EDM
machine, 1 CNC Branding
machine, Manual Lathe
and Shaper Machine.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: On the oc-
casion of Hareli Tihar,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched two
types of agricultural ma-
chines to make agricul-
ture easier. He launched
the animal operated - bat-
tery operated cultivator
and planter at the agricul-
tural exhibition organized
in village Karsa of Patan
block of Durg district.

According to agricul-
tural experts, the use of
these machines will re-
duce the time taken by the
farmers in agricultural
work as well as reduce the
cost. On the other hand,
the use of battery operat-
ed cultivators and
planters will also reduce
the burden on animals.

With the use of battery-
cum-motor, the cattle need
less force to pull the ma-
chine, which will reduce
fatigue to the cattle. Both
these agricultural ma-

chines have been devel-
oped by the scientists of
the College of
Agricultural Engineering
running under Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University.

Chief Minister's
Agriculture Advisor
Pradeep Sharma gave spe-
cial guidance for making

these machines. Vice
Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Dr Girish
Chandel was also present
on the occasion of the
launch of these machines.

Generally, farmers use
indigenous plough for
tillage. After this, the pata
is used for leveling.

During this process, the
lumps in the field do not
break. This makes it diffi-
cult to operate the seed
planter.

In such a situation, an
animal operated battery
operated cultivator can
solve the problem of
farmers for secondary
tillage. The device is pow-

ered by a 750W (1HP)
motor and a 48V power
battery.

With the help of this
cultivar, one hectare of
land can be given second-
ary ploughing once in 5-7
hours. The cattle will have
to apply less force and the
farmer can easily operate
the machine by sitting on
the seat. The cost of this
whole device is being told
around 55-60 thousand ru-
pees.

Animal operated bat-
tery operated planters
have also been developed
by the scientists of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. With the help
of this machine, sowing
can be done while main-
taining the proper dis-
tance between rows and
seeds. The row to row dis-
tance of this planter can
be arranged from 20 to 50
cm according to the crop.
The cost of the planter is
said to be around Rs 20-25
thousand.

SRGI celebrates

Hareli festival 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions, Rungta
College of Dental Sciences
and Research celebrated
the famous festival Hareli
of Chhattisgarh state with
gaiety by planting green
trees. It is to be known
that every year many
events are organized by
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions in the Hareli
festival symbolizing
greenery.

This year all the man-
agement, faculty and stu-
dents have resolved to
make the nature green by
planting 300 saplings in
the campus. In his speech,
Sanjay Rungta, chairman
of the organization, said
that in this era of industri-
alization, human beings
are moving away from na-
ture and its beauty.

This festival of Hareli
brings this message that
how can we go near na-
ture and enjoy it and take

a pledge by planting trees
to make the earth green
again by planting similar
trees every year.

Saket Rungta, the direc-
tor of the organization, in
his speech asserted that
we always try to make
Rungta campus a green
and green campus and it
is tried to plant dense and
shady trees as per the re-
quirement around any col-
lege building in any
group.

Dr Karthik Krishna,
Dean of Rungta Dental
College also planted a tree
and told all the present
persons that everyone
should plant a tree every
year. On this occasion,
Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta,
Group Director
DrPKPandey, all
Principals, faculties & stu-
dents made a resolve to
plant more and more
trees.

CM assures farmers to provide water
for irrigation from reservoirs 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: On
Thursday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
the Hareli Tihar celebra-
tions at village Karsa in
Patan block. He launched
the purchase of Gau-Mutra
at Karsa Gauthan and inter-
acted with the women of the
self help group. Extending
Hareli wishes, the Chief
Minister said that Hareli
Tihar is the first festival of
our state.

This year, most of the
areas have received good
rainfall. However, farmers
often suffer due to shortage

of water due to less rain and
they demand to release
water from reservoirs for ir-
rigation. Chief Minister
said that water will be pro-
vided from the reservoirs
for irrigation as per the re-
quirement of the farmers.

He informed that water
has been released from
Tandula reservoir for irriga-
tion. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced
Rs 25 lakh for the develop-
ment of Karsa Gram
Panchayat and Rs 15 lakh
for the adjoining Gram
Panchayat Ghughwa.

Baghel further said that
our government is the gov-

ernment of farmers and vil-
lagers. Chhattisgarh
Government has worked
continuously to increase the
income of the farmers. Last
year, 98 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy was procured on
support price. The govern-
ment has set a target of pur-
chasing 110 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy this year.

The Chief Minister said
that due to the farmer-
friendly policies of the
Chhattisgarh government,
agriculture has prospered
and the cultivation area
under paddy and the num-
ber of farmers has in-
creased. Production has also

increased. People who have
left agriculture have also re-
turned back to the occupa-
tion of farming. The people
of the villages who had left
agriculture and settled in
the cities are now returning
back to the villages. Due to
the policies of the state gov-
ernment, reverse migration
(from cities to villages) is
happening now.

The Chief Minister said
that organic farming is
being promoted to improve
the quality of food grains
and reduce the cost of culti-
vation. The farmers who
have used vermi compost
are aware of its benefits.

The use of organic manure
also prevents diseases.
There is a need to continu-
ously move towards organic
farming.

Under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, cow dung and cow
urine are being procured,
which has encouraged ani-
mal husbandry in the state
and increased the income of
the cattle owners. Gauthans
are being developed as liveli-
hood centers. Women are
earning extra income by
conducting various types of
income-oriented activities
at gauthans.

The Chief Minister said
that in the areas where
farmers are sowing aromat-
ic paddy, huller mills are
also being in the gauthans.
On the occasion of Hareli
Tihar in Karsa, competi-
tions of traditional sports
were also organized. The
Chief Minister rewarded
and congratulated the win-
ners of Gedi Race, Gedi Ball
Competition and Bhawra
Competition.
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CM launches animal operated cultivator and planterLock Out/ Tag Out (LOTO)
system inaugurated at URM

Chief Minister launches Agriculture Drone Solution
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 28: Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is working on hi-tech
methods, which have
opened the doors of new
possibilities for the devel-
opment of agriculture. On
Thursday, CM launched the
Complete Agriculture
Drone Solution in a pro-
gram organized on the oc-
casion of Hareli Tihar in
village Karsa of Patan
block.

Insecticides and other
chemicals can be sprayed
within half an hour in 4
acres of fields through
agriculture drones. The
amount of chemical can
also be determined through
the machine. Usually, it

takes about three hours to
spray insecticides in one
acre of land. There is also a
problem in getting labour-
ers for spraying in rural
areas. Through this drone,
the farmers will save time
and the income of the
groups will also increase.
Along with Agriculture
Drone Solution, there will
also be an Agri Ambulance
which will have the facility

of Agriculture Lab in
which farmers will be able
to get the soil testing done.

People associated with
the project informed the
Chief Minister that a lot of
facilities would be available
in farming. It needs to be
mentioned here that this
project will work on the
PPP model. One machine is
sufficient for 20 villages
and will be operated by a

group of locals. Young
members of the group will
be trained to operate the
drone. The Chief Minister
praised this innovation and
said that farming can be
taken to new heights by
practicing the techniques
of farming we have learned
from our ancestors along
with the use of modern
techniques. He instructed
them to keep doing such in-

novations continuously to
promote technology in
farming. The officials in-
formed the Chief Minister
that the Agri Ambulance
would have complete facili-
ties for farming. There will
also be availability of or-
ganic manure.

The Chief Minister said
that the members of the
group would be technically
proficient for this activity.
This will give them enough
time for other livelihood ac-
tivities other than farming.
CM interacted with
Kanchan Srivastava and
Harshit Hundit, Vinay
Srivastava associated with
the project and said that
this is a great innovation
and the first in the country.
CM's Advisor Pradeep
Sharma was also present
on the occasion.
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CM Baghel flags off ‘Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay Rath’

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Today, on the occa-
sion of Hareli Tihaar’, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel flagged
off Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay
Rath from his Raipur based resi-
dence, and conveyed his best
wishes for the success of the ini-
tiative. The program was com-
menced with the State Song of
Chhattisgarh. Rath Yatra was
flagged off with the slogan of
“Baat He Abhimaan Ke, Mahila
Man Ke Samman Ke”.
Chhattisgarh State Commission
for Women has taken this initiative
of Nyay Rath Yatra with the aim of
making women of the state aware
of their constitutional rights and
laws.

Chief Minister Baghel also

administered the oath of ensuring
security, justice and empower-
ment of women.

Under this initiative of
Chhattisgarh Women Commission
for women empowerment,
Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay Rath
Yatra will go from village to village
in all the districts to create mass
awareness about the legal provi-
sions and constitutional rights of
women. The Information regarding
women’s right and concerning
laws will be spread through short
films, messages and brochures. In
the first phase, the Rath will cover

nine districts of the state, starting
from Durg. Through this Rath
Yatra, women will also be provided
free legal aid. Each Mahatari Nyay
Rath will have two advocates, who
will listen to the grievances of
women and counsel them. Women
will also be able to submit their
applications to State Women
Commission through Nyay Rath.
National award-winning short
films in Chhattisgarhi and Hindi,
based on various laws, will be
screened on large LED screens
during the Rath Yatra. State gov-
ernment has made special

changes in the DMF policy, to
operate Mahtari Nyay Rath under
DMF.

Chairperson of Chhattisgarh
Women Commission Dr. Kiranmayi
Nayak said that it is very impor-
tant for all the women, educated-
uneducated, housewives-working,
to be aware of the functions of the
Women’s Commission, to be
informed about the laws and rules,
and to have the knowledge of their
rights. And with an aim to make
women of the state aware and
informed in the context,
Chhattisgarh Women Commission
has started Mahtari Nyay Rath
Yatra from the day of Hareli Tihar.
With the help of Mahatari Nyay
Rath, women will be informed
about the process of applying to
the Commission for redressal of
their problems and for free legal
aid. Women Commission has
already issued WhatsApp number
9098382225, on which women can
register their complaints with the
Commission.

Dr. Nayak said that in the last

three and a half years, state gov-
ernment has implemented many
schemes to empower the mothers
and sisters of Chhattisgarh social-
ly, economically and politically.
The success of these schemes has
become an example for the entire
country. Now, moving a step fur-
ther, Chhattisgarh Government
has come up with another one-of-
its-kind scheme to boost confi-
dence of women by making them
aware of their legal rights. This
scheme will play an important role
in controlling the crimes against
women in the state.

NNiinnee  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoo  bbee
ccoovveerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  pphhaassee  ooff  RRaatthh
YYaattrraa

Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay
Rath will initially tour nine districts
of the state that receive the
Mineral Trust fund, i.e. Durg,
Raipur, Rajnandgaon,
B a l o d a b a z a r - B h a t a p a r a ,
Mahasamund, Janjgir-Champa,
Gariaband, Dhamtari, Kanker.
Later, Nyay Rath Yatra will cover
remaining districts of the state.

Grand celebrations organized at CM’s
residence to mark ‘Hareli Tihar’

Raipur, Jul 28: ‘Hareli
Tihar’-the first festival of
Chhattisgarh-was cele-
brated with great pomp
and show at the residence
of Chief Minister here on
Thursday. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, along
with his better-half
Mukteshwari Baghel and
other relatives, worshiped
the rural deities, Tulsi
Mata, ‘Nangar’ (plough),
agricultural equipments,
‘Gedi’ and ‘Gaumata’ and
prayed for a good harvest.
He extended his warm

greetings and best wishes
to the people of the state
on the occasion of
‘Hareli’. Chief Minister’s
residence was decked up
in a rural setting depict-
ing vibrant culture of

Chhattisgarh. The atten-
dees enjoyed
Chhattisgarhi folk music
and dance, traditional
‘Gadwa Baja’, ‘Raut
Nacha’, Gedi dance, folk
games, ‘raichuli’ and tra-
ditional delicacies.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel encour-
aged the folk dance artists
by performing Gedi dance
with them. The Chief
Minister also tried his
hand at a game of
‘Bhaura’ (spinning top).
He also enjoyed ‘raichuli’
with his daughter.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, and
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Chairperson Smt.
Kiranmayee Nayak also
enjoyed the ‘raichuli’.

AIIMS join hands with IIT Bhilai 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  To provide
affordable technological solu-
tions to patients and to pro-
mote technological advance-
ment in the Medical field, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences and IIT Bhilai have
joined hands together. Both
Institutes have signed an
MoU, which will open new
avenues between two promi-
nent institutes of
Chhattisgarh in promoting
collaborative projects.

Both AIIMS-R Director Prof.
(Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar and
IIT Bhilai Director Prof. Rajat
Moona termed this partner-
ship a new era in medical and
technological collaboration.
‘MoU will lead to more collab-

oration with prestigious insti-
tutes like IIT Bhilai. Medical
students can learn technolog-
ical advancements and
unique, low-cost solutions
provided by a start-up in the
IIT system. Faculty from both
institutes can exchange their
expertise and explore more
areas for joint research proj-
ects. I hope the new partner-
ship will be more rewarding
for both institutes, said Prof.

Nagarkar.
Prof. Moona informed that

IIT Bhilai already has more
than ten functioning start-
ups. ‘We are promoting inno-
vation and incubation through
start-ups. Their technological
solutions can be beneficial for
both CG at large and AIIMS in
particular. Our smart MRI
contrast agents and quality
vision solutions will give
patients an advantage. Both

Institutes have planned pro-
gressive partnerships which
are unique in the country, he
added.

During a joint brainstorm-
ing session, both Institutes
agreed to provide computing
and technological solutions
for the medical field, a new
academic program to pro-
mote computing and appreci-
ation of technology among
medical undergraduates, and
AI programming for both
B.Tech. and Medical Students.

The MoU signing ceremony
is graced by Deputy Director
(Admin.) Anshuman Gupta,
Dean (Academics) Prof. Alok
C. Agrawal, Dean
(Examinations) Prof. Eli
Mohapatra, Dr. B.K. Murthy,
CEO, IBITF, IIT-Bhilai, Dr.
Anindita Ghosh, and Dr. Arzad
Alam Kherani. Dr. Ramasamy
Mayilmurugan, Chemistry
Department, and Dr. Gagan
Raj Gupta, Electrical
Engineering and Computer
Science Department, present-
ed their research work and
outcomes.

Town Hall meeting and Mega Loan
Disbursement camp by Indian Bank ED
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288:: Imran Amin
Siddiqui, Executive Director,
Indian Bank visited Raipur on
July 26. A Town Hall meeting was
organised in New Circuit House
to address Indian Bank staff of
Chhattisgarh state by Imran
Amin Siddique. He emphasised
on better customer service for
development of bank as well as
economic development of gener-
al public and state of
Chhattisgarh. He emphasised the
importance of  digitalisation in
banking field and updated about
latest development in the bank.
The meeting was conducted in
presence of Manoj Das, Field
General Manager (Bhubaneswar)
and Rajendra Kumar, Zonal
Manager (Raipur), attended by

all branch staff from Raipur and
Durg city in presence and other
branch staff of entire
Chhattisgarh state through
webex meeting.

Mega Loan Disbursement
camp under MSME, Agriculture

and Retail segment was also con-
ducted on May 27 at Hotel
Mayfair Lake Resorts Naya
Raipur. In the mega loan camp
total sanctions of Rs 90 crore was
distributed to the applicants
under MSME.

Raipur, Jul 28: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday extended support
to the strike of government
employees who are seeking
hike in Dearness
Allowance (DA) and House
Rent Allowance (HRA) to

them in accordance to the
central government em-
ployees.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai
reached the dharna spot to
extend support to the em-
ployees who have been on
strike for the last four days
under the banner of
Chhattisgarh Karmachari
Adhikari Federation
(CKAF). Extending support

to them, the BJP President
Sai termed their demand to
be genuine and added that
the BJP would continue
supporting them. He held
the Congress government
responsible for the agitation
of employees and alleged
that the employees are feel-
ing cheated over non imple-
mentation of DA, HRA hike
for them on line with cen-
tral govt employees.

BJP extends support to agitating govt employees

State President Sai
terms their demand
genuine

Central leaders arrive
for BJP training

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) General Secretary
(Organizational) Shivprakash
and General Secretary in-charge
of party affairs in Chhattisgarh
D Purandeswari on Thursday
reached here to participate in
the three-day residential train-
ing camp to begin from Friday
morning onwards. BJP CG
General Secretary Bhupinder
Sawanni, Raipur South MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and other
senior leaders of Organization
welcomed both the central lead-
ers on their arrival here. It is
notable that the three-day resi-
dential training camp would be
held at Jainam Manas Bhawan
near Raipur Airport during
which the top leaders would dis-
cuss over key issues including
the highlighting of central wel-
fare programmes before the
people in next few months.
Meanwhile, the party insiders
stated that the central leaders
would also study the scenario
ahead of the possible rejig at
Organizational level ahead of
next Legislative Assembly polls
in Chhattisgarh. 

For technological
innovation in 
medical field

To work together in
Ophthalmology,
Image Processing
and other Sectors

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, AIIMS-R, and Prof.
Rajat Moona, Director, IIT Bhilai signing MoU.

Raipur: ‘You are a
young person of 60 years.
Please show your talent
on Gedi. When the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel came to know
that the elderly Tirath
Ram Sinha was trying to
meet him for the last two
years while travelling on
a Gedi, he immediately
called Tirath Ram for a
meeting and also talked
to him cordially’. On
Thursday, a programme
was organized in the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence on the occasion of
Hareli Tihar. This pro-
gramme hosts people
from Raipur as well as
other cities in the state.

One such person is
Tirath Ram Sinha, who
lives in Jora, a village
that is 10 Km. away from
Raipur district. He said
that he had been attend-
ing the Hareli Tihar pro-
gramme to meet the
Chief Minister for the
last two years but he was
unable to do so. But today,
the Chief Minister came
to know about him and
called him to his resi-
dence for a meeting.

Tirath Ram told the
Chief Minister that he
had come from Jora
while travelling through
a distance of 10 Km. on
his Gedi. He also ex-
pressed his wish to show
the Chief Minister his
talent for riding a Gedi.
At this, the Chief
Minister also expressed
his desire to see his tal-
ent. Tirath Ram immedi-
ately jumped on the two
Gedis simultaneously.

After watching Tirath
Ram’s amazing talent,
the Chief Minister said
that he is a young person
of 60 years. After meet-
ing the Chief Minister,
Tirath Ram said that he
was really happy after
meeting him today and it
is a great honour for him
to be called by the head of
the state and to be receiv-
ing recognition.

CM duly worshiped
‘Nangar’ and other
agricultural equip-
ment and prayed
for a good harvest

CM House decked
up in a rural setting
depicting vibrant
culture of Ch’garh

FOLK DANCE

Folk artists performed variety of folk dances of Chhattisgarh on occasion of Hareli
Tihar at CM’s official residence here on Thursday.

Tirathram travelled 10 km in ‘Gedi’ to meet CM
When CM came to
know about it, he
called Tirathram
immediately and
praised his talent

In the first phase,
the ‘Nyay Rath’ will
tour nine districts
of the state, start-
ing from Durg dis-
trict

Raipur, Jul 28: Hareli Tihar,
the main festival of rural cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh, was
celebrated on Thursday in all
the colleges, agricultural
fields and Krishi Vigyan
Kendras operated under
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University. The chief guest of
the Hareli Tihar program or-
ganized at Swami
Vivekananda Agricultural
Engineering and Technology
College located in Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University campus, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel started the Hareli
festival program with cow
worship and worshiping
agricultural machines.

Addressing the function
Dr. Girish Chandel said that
Hareli, the festival of nature,

has great importance in the
rural social and cultural en-
vironment of Chhattisgarh.
It is the main festival of
farmers. Nature is worshiped
in Hareli festival. At the time
of Hareli, the whole earth is
covered with greenery and
farmers retire from agricul-
tural activities like trans-
planting. On this day farmers
worship their cows and agri-
cultural implements.

Expressing hope of a good
crop in the current Kharif
season, Dr. Chandel congrat-
ulated the farmers and agri-
cultural scientists on the oc-
casion of Hareli festival.

On this occasion, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Chandel said
that Hareli festival is a
unique amalgamation of tra-
dition and science. On this
day, while worshiping nature,
traditions related to farming

are performed, while various
sports and sports competi-
tions - Gedi race, Fugdi,
chair race  and other events
are organized. Along with
this, traditional dishes like
Typhari, Khurmi, Bara,
Dumpling  are also made.
Scientific reasons are in-
volved behind all these cus-
toms. They have a favorable
effect on human health.
Similarly, animals are fed
with flour mixed with
‘shatavar’ and ‘lodhra’,
which protects them from
various diseases. Various
sports competitions were or-
ganized for the students on
this occasion, which includ-
ed competitions like Gedi
Run, Fugdi, Coconut Throw,
Chair Race etc. The winners
were awarded by the guests.

In the program Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University Registrar G.K.
Nirmam, Director Extension
Services Dr. P.K. Chandrakar,
Director Education Dr. S.S.
Sengar, Dean Student
Welfare Dr. G.K. Srivastava,
Dean Agriculture College Dr.
K.L. Nandeha, Dean
Agricultural Engineering
College  Dr. VK. Pandey, Dean
College of Food Technology
Dr. A.K. Dave, Heads of vari-
ous departments  were pres-
ent. Gau-Nanger worship
was also done in various col-
leges, agricultural fields and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras run
under the university. The
Dean of the College of
Agricultural Engineering,
Dr. VK. Pandey expressed his
gratitude to the guests.

Nature’s festival Hareli is amalgamation of tradition and Science: Dr. Chandel
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HNLU-CGSBB organise national conference 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2288::  Hidayatullah
National Law University
(HNLU), Raipur in collaboration
with the Chhattisgarh State
Bio-diversity Board organised a
two-day National-level
Conference on ‘Protection of
Traditional Knowledge and
Biodiversity: Problems and
Prospects’. 

The inaugural ceremony of
the conference was graced by
esteemed government officials.
The Chief Guest of the ceremo-
ny was Praveen Shrivastava,
PCCF and Member Secretary,
Maharashtra State Biodiversity
Board, while the Guest of
Honour was  Arun Kumar
Pandey, IFS, APCCF and
Member Secretary, CG State
Biodiversity Board. Other key
dignitaries that graced the
occasion were Prem Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of Forest
and Climate Change, Govt of
CG, Srinivas Tenneti, Deputy
Secretary, Ministry of Forest
and Climate Change Govt. of CG
and Atul Shukla, Director,
SFRTI. Prof. (Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan, Vice Chancellor,
Prof. (Dr.) Uday Shankar,
Registrar, Dr Ankit Awasthi,
Organizing Secretary and Mr

Abhinav Shukla, Organizing Co-
Secretary along with the organ-
izing committee, faculty mem-
bers and students were also
present at the ceremony. 

Day one of the conference
witnessed two thought-provok-
ing technical sessions wherein
participants from reputed uni-
versities and institutions pre-
sented their papers and one
enlightening Panel Discussion
in which the panellists had an
intriguing deliberation on
“Traditional Knowledge for
Biodiversity and Sustainable
Development”. 

The Conference had Panel
discussions and technical ses-
sions. Two Panel discussions
were conducted on the themes
of “Traditional Knowledge for
Biodiversity & Sustainable
Development” and “Utilization
of Traditional Knowledge and
Community Engagement:
Access & Benefit Sharing”. Dr
Amit Dubey, Scientist, IPR

Centre, CG Council of Science
and Technology, Prof. (Dr.) M K
Ramesh, Former Professor,
NLSIU, Bangalore, Dr Ghazala
Javed, Research Officer,
CCRUM, M/o AYUSH,
Government of India, Shri
Pravin Shrivastava, Raju
Agasimani, Chief Conservator
of Forest, Kanker, Dr Neeti
Wilson, Partner, Anand and
Anand, Prof. (Dr.) Anindya
Sircar, Dr Kalpana Sastri,
Former Director of National
Academy of Agricultural and
Management, Prof. Ganesh
Hingmire, Founder of GMGC
and Dr A K Gupta, Registrar &
Professor, the University of
Transdisciplinary Health
Sciences & Technology
Bengaluru were the resource
persons for these panel discus-
sions. The conference had an
overwhelming response from
students, research scholars and
professionals across the nation
and after due scrutiny 41

papers have been selected for
paper presentations in four
technical sessions on 11 sub-
themes.

In technical sessions, Prof
(Dr.) Anindya Sircar, Prof.
Ganesh Hingmire, Prof. (Dr.)
Rajiv Khare, Professor, NLIU,
Bhopal, Dr K. Syamala,
Associate Professor-cum-
Director (Research & Training),
NUSRL, Ranchi, Prof. (Dr.)
Tarun Thakur, Professor &
Head, Department of
Environmental Science, IGNTU
and Mr Pratik Verma, Legal
Advisor, Chhattisgarh State
Biodiversity Board were the
resource persons.

Dr V. B. Mathur, Chairman,
National Biodiversity Authority,
New Delhi and Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Chairman, C.G.
State Biodiversity Board and
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, C.G. Forest Department
graced the Valedictory
Ceremony of the conference.

This conference witnessed
the participation of leading law
schools and other institutions in
India as West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences,
Gujarat National Law
University, Maharashtra
National Law University, NLSRL,
Ranchi, CNLU, Patna,
Pondicherry University, School
of International Studies, JNU,
New Delhi, Central University of
South Bihar, O.P. Jindal Global
University, Sonipat and Christ
University to name a few.

SXHS, Bharni celebrates
‘Tree Plantation Day’

Bilaspur, Jul 28: The stu-
dents and staff of St.
Xavier’s High School,
Bharni celebrated Tree
Plantation Day in school
premises and inaugurated
environment week cele-
bration. The objective of
the programme was to
motivate the students to
protect the environment
and plan more and more
trees. Dr. Rajpal Sood-
DIG, Central Reserve
Police Force was the Chief
Guest on this occasion.
The Chief Guest was wel-
comed by NCC girls’
cadets of the school. The
school principal Jitinder
Singh Hundal welcomed
the chief with an indoor
plant.

A cultural programme
was presented by the stu-
dents of the school on Go
Green theme. Priyanka
and Abhinav, students of
class XII presented a
poem highlighting the im-

portance of trees in our
life. A skit on environ-
ment presented by the
hostel students of the
school mesmerized the
spectators. Pragya
Sonwani and Kelvin Minz
the students of class XII
did the compeering of the
cultural programme. Dr.
Rajpal Sood- DIG CRPF
inspired the students to
plant trees and take care
of the environment.

Montessori kids took
part in a rally to spread an
environmental aware-
ness. The programme
concluded with tree pla-
nation by the Chief Guest
followed the students of
the school. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
by Subash Ray- newly pro-
moted bursar of the
school. Abhilash Patnaik,
Nancy Parekh, Dr.
Mahinder Singh and
Reema Sharma were also
present on this occasion.

Ishant, Manan of KPS
represented state 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur ,Jul 28: Two stu-
dents Ishant Talreja and
Manan Sethia from
Krishna Public School
Kamal Vihar - represent-
ed the State of
Chhattisgarh at the
National Rounds of FIT
India Quiz currently un-
derway in Mumbai.

On July 21, they were fa-
cilitated along with other
FIT India Quiz State level
winners by the Union
Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Mr. Anurag
Singh Thakur at a cere-
mony organised by the
Ministry.

Cash Prize amounting
to Rs 99 lakhs was award-
ed to top 72 State Round
Champions across the
country, informed an offi-
cial release from the
Minister. A first of its
kind nation-wide Quiz
the FIT India Quiz was

launched by the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and
Sports with the aim to cre-
ate awareness among stu-
dents about India’s rich
sporting history.

As per the release, the
Quiz saw participation of
36,299 students in the pre-
liminary rounds where
13500 schools competed
online on a platform host-
ed by the National Testing
Agency.

Continuous support,
guidance and motivation
from mentors in the
school helped the students
to achieve this feat.
Krishna Public School,
Raipur Region Executive
Director Ashutosh &
school Principal Priyanka
Tripathi highly appreciat-
ed the excellent perform-
ance of the students, con-
gratulated them and felt
that such competitions
help in enhancing the
overall knowledge and
skills of the students, be-
sides being a big step for-
ward in taking ahead the
FIT India campaign.

Ayush Shukla receives
Group Commander award

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 28: At a pro-
gramme organized in
Gyanoday Bhavan of
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School , NCC
cadet Ayush Shukla re-
ceived the award of
Group Commander Best
Cadet. The award was pre-
sented by Commanding
Officer Colonel Rakesh
Budhani in presence of
school Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma and
Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar. NCC

Officer Shrinivas Rao and
Subedar Pal Singh Sr JCO
was also present on the oc-
casion. Colonel Budhani
also presented ‘A’ certifi-
cates to NCC cadets of the
school. In his speech Dr
Sharma underlined the
importance of NCC in
one’s life and shared his
experience as NCC cadet
in his school and college
days. Colonel Budhani
congratulated NCC cadets
for clearing NCC ‘A’
Certificate and wished for
a bright future. He also
presented a memento to
the school from the unit
side to the school princi-
pal Dr Sharma. NCC
Officer Shrinivas Rao pro-
posed vote of thanks at
the end.

‘Bijli Mahotsav’ organized
at Raigarh and Janjgir

Raigarh, Jul 28: As a
part of celebrations of
‘Azadi ki Amrit
Mahoschav’, ‘Bijli
Mahotsav’ celebrated at
Raigarh, Panjri Plant au-
ditorium on July 28 under
the theme “Ujjwal Bharat,
Ujjwal Bhavishya, Power
@ 2047. Prakash Naik,
MLA, Raigarh was the
chief guest.

The programme was
started with ceremonial
lamp lighting and singing
of Chhattisgarh state
song “Chhattisgarh
Mahatari”. Various
schemes of Union min-
istry of Power and Union
ministry of New and
Renewable Energy and
Chhattisgarh State Power
distribution company
Limited was show cased

by exhibition and display
of short movie on devel-
opment happened in the
power sector.

A street play on the ben-
efits and development
work happened by elec-
tricity was staged.

Among other digni-
taries, Nirakar Patel,
Chairman Zila panchayat,
Raigarh, Janki Katju,
Mayor Nagar Nigam,
Raigarh, Ranu Sahu,
Collector, Raigarh,
Abinash Mishra, CEO,

Zila Panchayat, Raigarh
and large number of peo-
ple and beneficiaries were
present on this occasion.

In another programme
on ‘Bijli Mahotsav’ was
also organized at Janjgir-
Champa district and here
Narayan Chandel, MLA,
Janjgir-champa was the
Chief Guest of the pro-
gramme. Similar display
and movie was also played
to show case various de-
velopmental activities in
power sector.

No-trust motion against Congress govt defeated

Raipur, Jul 28 (PTI): The
no-confidence motion
moved by the opposition
BJP against the Congress
government in
Chhattisgarh, where polls
are due next year, was de-
feated by voice vote in the
state Assembly on
Thursday.

The House witnessed a
stormy debate over the no-
confidence motion as the
opposition members tar-
geted the Congress gov-
ernment over its infight-
ing, Income Tax raids in
the state, alleged corrup-
tion cases and non-fulfill-
ment of its poll promises.

The treasury benches
rejected the charges,
claiming the opposition
failed to come up with any
concrete issues.

The BJP on Wednesday
presented an 84-point
“charge-sheet” against the
state government during
the 13-hour debate on the

motion, which was defeat-
ed by voice vote after mid-
night around 1.15 am on
Wednesday.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel termed the opposi-
tion’s charges as false and
said his government
makes welfare schemes
“keeping an individual at
the centre”.

Baghel said his govern-
ment has worked in this
direction to make the state
free of malnutrition and
provide quality education,
health facilities and em-

ployment opportunities in
the last three-and-half
years.

Replying to the discus-
sions, the Chief Minister
hit out at the BJP, accusing
it of indulging in vendetta
politics.

‘I respect central (inves-
tigating) agencies, but
what if they work with a
biased approach?’ In the
National Herald case, your
(BJP) intention is just to
harass (Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi),” he said.

Why the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) did not
take action in the civil sup-
ply scam (unearthed dur-
ing previous BJP govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh led
by Raman Singh) despite it
having registered a case in
this connection? the CM
asked. “Over Rs 5,000 crore
of the people of
Chhattisgarh was looted
by chit fund companies
during the previous gov-
ernment. Why didn’t the
ED probe it considering it
a case of money launder-
ing. ‘I have written to the
prime minister and fi-
nance minister seeking ac-
tion in the chit fund case’,
he said.

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment does not do poli-
tics of revenge, he said.

“It is Delhi (BJP govern-
ment at the Centre) which
is doing vendetta politics
and indulging in horse-
trading, he alleged.

Countering the BJP’s
charges of rise in cases of
conversion and no action
being taken by the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh, Baghel
claimed that 95 per cent of
churches in the state were
built during the previous
BJP government.

The BJP should check
how many Churches were

built during its 15-year
rule (2003-2018). ‘I can
claim that 95 per cent of
them was set up during
their rule,’ he said.

“BJP had brought the
anti-conversion bill in 2012
in the state. It was brought
as conversions were tak-
ing place at that time, the
CM said, adding that his
government will not allow
peace and brotherhood to
get disturbed in the state.

He further claimed that
despite being in power for
15 years, the “BJP failed to
understand the soul of
Chhattisgarh, wishes of
the people and dreams of
our ancestors”.

When the Congress was
elected to power in
Chhattisgarh (in 2018), it
received in legacy several
problems, including 14
Naxal-hit districts, 18 per
cent slums and 40 per cent
poverty, Baghel remarked.

He said the Congress
government has been
working with a vision of a
three-pronged strategy of
“trust, development and
security”.

Naxals are under pres-
sure and shifting from
Chhattisgarh to neigh-
bouring states, Baghel
claimed.

The state government
has been working with the

idea of ‘Gadhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’ (creating a
new Chhattisgarh). We
took loans for the welfare
schemes of farmers and
people of the state. We
make schemes keeping an
individual at the centre, he
said.

In 15 years of their
(BJP) rule, they could not

even build a better hospi-
tal and school,” the CM
said.

Despite facing chal-
lenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, the present
Congress government
took several steps to im-
prove health facilities and
education, he pointed out.

“We started Haat-

Bazaar clinics in rural
areas and a slum health-
care scheme in urban
areas to provide health-
care facilities at the
doorsteps. Besides, Swami
Atmanand government
English medium schools
were set up which are get-
ting a huge response,” he
said.

On ‘Traditional
Knowledge, Bio-
diversity and
Sustainable
Development’

At Fit India Quiz
national rounds and
felicitated

Earlier speaking during the
debate, Leader of Opposition
Dharmlal Kaushik claimed the
Congress regime has become
a government of hollow prom-
ises and people have lost faith
in it.

The Congress government
failed to fulfil promises made
in its Jan Ghoshna Patra (poll
manifesto) and it is unfortu-
nate that the convener (refer-
ring to minister TS Singh Deo)
of the manifesto is not pres-
ent in the House, he said.

Singh Deo on July 16
resigned from the panchayat
and rural development
department, one of the four
portfolios held by him, claim-
ing he was being sidelined.

Kaushik claimed there is

not a single department
where corruption is not taking
place.

“When a minister (refer-
ring to Singh Deo) has himself
expressed no confidence in
the government, then how
will the public have faith?” he
said. There is a situation of
“internal differences” within
the government, the BJP
leader claimed.

The Congress made tall
promises of waiving farm
loans, but there are still
91,000 farmers who have
been receiving notices to pay
their debts, he said.

The politics of appease-
ment is spoiling the atmos-
phere of the state. The law
and order situation has com-
pletely collapsed in the state,
Kaushik further claimed.

After the discussion, the
motion was defeated by voice
vote. Subsequently, Speaker
Charan Das Mahant
adjourned the Assembly sine
die. The winter session of the
state Assembly is likely to be
held in the second or third
week of December, Mahant
said.

Cong regime is govt with hollow
promises : Kaushik

As part of ‘Azadi ki
Amrit Mahotsav’
under ‘Ujjwal
Bharat, Ujjwal
Bhavishya’

As best NCC cadet
of 5CG CT (I) NCC 

Raipur, Jul 28: The 2-year-
long Covid did its damage
to one and all but it had its
plus points. Some teachers
made it special by follow-
ing the principle of
Modiji to convert
the adversity into
advantage. I wish to
thank my English
teacher Mr Mishra,
who made the on-
line coaching mem-
orable. No wonder that I
scored 99% in English! I
also wish to thank the sub-
ject teachers of Economics,
Commerce, Accounts, Art

and Physical Education,
for their share of contribu-
tion to my success. Long
live RKC and RKCians. I
would be failing in my duty

if I don’t thank my
teachers from MP
House, who laid the
foundation of my
achievement at the
grassroots level.
The edifice of my
education bears a

witness to each and every
opportunity I was given, be
it Elocution, Recitation or
Olympiad, I am indebted to
all that forever.

Nothing succeeds like
success: Smriti

KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  2288::  In Sukma district,
dry ration is being distributed to
the people of the wards affected
by the floods in Konta Nagar due
to the back water of Godavari.
Flood Relief Sahayata Trust
(FRST) of Andhra Pradesh sent
dry ration to Anjuman Islamia
Committee (AIC) Konta. Ration
was sent to about 800 families
affected due to flood.

Relief material was given so

far to the public of five wards of
Konta Nagar. The people of
flood affected wards of other
wards are also being appealed
for collecting relief material.
During this, Wahidullah Khan,
Zakir Hussain, Irshad Khan,
Sheikh Rahim, MD Shadiq, Noor
Ali, Jagir Khan, Asif Khan, Irfan
Khan, Sardar Khan, and mem-
bers of Anjuman Ismaili
Committee Konta were present.

FRST of AP send dry ration to AIC Konta



Champa, Jul 28:

With a step towards
giving back to the ecosys-
tem and uplifting the
working conditions of the
weavers of Chhattisgarh,
Taneira – A TATA
Product has launched
‘Weavershala’ in Champa,
Chhattisgarh after the
two successful
Weavershala launches in
Banaras, Uttar Pradesh.
The initiative aims at
modernizing the weaving
techniques and at the
same time preserving tra-
ditional procedures of
hand-weaving for the fu-
ture generations and
unites with the weavers
for excellence in the pro-
duction of Kosa Silk
weaves. This initiative
significantly emphasizes
on helping the weavers to
work in a well-structured
and comfortable environ-
ment by upgrading the in-
frastructure, providing
modern workstations and
maintaining hygiene for
them. Taneira has worked
closely with its partner,
Maheshram Dewangan
and Bros., located at
Gaushala Road, Champa,
Chhattisgarh for their

growth and development.
C.K. Venkataraman,
Managing Director, Titan
Company Limited,
Ambuj Narayan, Chief
Executive Officer, Taneira
and. Dhananjay
Dewangan – Owner of
M a h e s h r a m
Dewangan and Bros.,
inaugurated the presti-
gious event.

Taneira has intro-
duced frame looms
along with all the basic
workspace facilities for
the Kosa weaver com-
munity in collabora-
tion with the organiza-
tion. Taneira has also
helped in revolutioniz-
ing the Kosa Silk sa-
rees by bringing a con-
temporary twist to the
traditional designs and
by bringing together
different crafts in a sin-
gle product. Design ex-
perimentations on
Kosa weaves include
Ajrakh, Bagh, Bagru,
Block Print, Resist
Dyeing, Kalamkari,
Kantha work, Hand
Painting. The women
of India cherish these
weaves. The event was
graced by the presence
of Dr. Dinesh Kumar,

Scientist, Central Silk
Board, Champa and
Priyadarshi Daripa,
Deputy Director, Weavers’
Service Centre, Raigarh
along with the saree en-
thusiasts, in full atten-
dance.
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Bijapur, Jul 28:

Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) of Food
Corporation of India
(FCI) and Central In-
charge of the district
under Aspirational
District, Subodh Kumar
Singh, while observing
the development works of
the district during his
two-day stay, detailed de-
tails of Aspirational
District, Amrit Sarovar
and the ongoing develop-
ment works. Reviewing
the works, Subodh Kumar
Singh praised the excel-
lent work of the district,

while giving necessary
guidelines for education,
agriculture, malnutri-
tion, livelihood oriented
activities. Guidance was
given to improve the delta
ranking under the
Aspirational district.

The status of school re-
nounced children, pri-
mary education, mid-day
meal, running water, in-
stitutional delivery, status
of health centers can
reach the last person of
the government’s plans.
Eradication of malnutri-
tion and anemia by re-
viewing the sources of ir-
rigation, implementation
of various schemes under

agriculture, solar pump,
crop insurance, Prime
Minister Kisan Samman
Nidhi, food processing,
livestock vaccination, em-
ployment opportunities,
livelihood activities, ani-
mal husbandry, fisheries
etc. At the same time,
guidance was given on
supplementary nutrition-
al food for pregnant and
lactating women, mal-
nourished child and girl
child. Instructions were
given to take the farmers
of the district on a tour to
show excellent farming to
promote agriculture.
During the review, while
doing a comprehensive

review of Jal Shakti
Abhiyan and Amrit
Sarovar, it was said that
necessary initiatives
should be taken to pro-
mote the sources of irri-
gation. Took information
about approved ponds in
the district and gave nec-
essary guidance for water
harvesting.

Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara apprised
him about the develop-
ment works and various
schemes of the district
and assured to conduct
the schemes in a better
way. During this, senior
officers of all the depart-
ments of the district in-
cluding General Manager
Food Corporation of
India Raipur, CEO
District Panchayat Shri
Ravi Kumar Sahu,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Shri Pankaj Shukla,
Nodal Officer NITI Aayog
and SDM Dr. Hemendra
Bhuarya were present.

CMD FCI conducts review meeting
Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi: Jul 28: On
the call of Chhattisgarh
State Joint Pensioners
(CGSJP) and Employees
Federation Union (EFU)
Raipur, a protest demon-
stration of the union was
organized in front of
Rajiv Gandhi statue be-
hind the Chief
Minister’s residence in
Hanuman temple prem-
ises, Raipur. In this
demonstration, the mem-
bers of the pensioners
union from across the
state participated with
enthusiasm. In this sit-
in demonstration, mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
State Joint Pensioners
Federation, while keep-
ing their demand, said
that the way 34 percent
dearness relief by the
central government is
not only by the central
government but many
state governments of the
country are also provid-
ing dearness relief to

pensioner employees.
The same is our demand
that the same 34% dear-
ness relief should be
given to the pensioners
and employees by issu-
ing orders immediately.
Along with this, on the
basis of section 49 (6) of
the Chhattisgarh
Madhya Pradesh State
Reorganization Act 2002,
the obligation of consent

of both the states should
also be abolished imme-
diately. The members of
the same pensioners
union said that if our de-
mand is not fulfilled,
then on August 9, 2022,
on the occasion of
Kranti Diwas, the
Pensioners and
Employees Union of
Chhattisgarh will protest
in Delhi. District

Secretary Prakash
Namdev, Co-Secretary
Mohani Shankar Tiwari,
District President Shiv
Shankar Tiwari,
Working President
Sobhnath Tiwari, Tehsil
President Nathu Prasad
Gupta, Tehsil Secretary
Pehalwan Singh Marko
from Marwahi, along
with other officials par-
ticipated in the protest.

EFU and CGSJP stage demonstration 

Bemetara, Jul 27: The
7th death anniversary of
APJ Abdul Kalam was ob-
served on Jul 27. A candle
was lit in front of the stat-
ue of Abdul Kalam by
Principal, Head boy, Head
girl, President of students
union and cultural secre-
tary. They also garlanded
his statue. All of the stu-
dents and teachers paid
tribute to Abdul Kalam on
his 7th death anniversary.

The students named
Ankush thakur and
Rupanshu Anand gave
speeches on his contribu-
tions for Indian develop-
ment. He was one of the
most celebrated aerospace
scientists and former pres-
ident of India. He was pop-
ularly known as the
“Missile Man” and
People’s President of
India. He played a pivotal
role in India’s defense and

space research develop-
ment. He died on July 27,
2015. He said that determi-
nation is the power that
sees us through all our
frustrations and obstacles.

Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal called him as a
monk scientist. He advised
the students to have a sim-
ple life and strong will
power.

Secularism and national
integration must be
brought for the national
development as per the

willing of APJ Abdul
Kalam. It will be a true
tribute to him if we fulfill
his dreams to make India
as a developed India.

Kamaljeet Arora,
Chairman said that APJ
Abdul Kalam was an ordi-
nary man but a symbol of
strong determination. He
paid tribute to him on this
occasion. Pushkal Arora,
Director, Sunil Sharma,
Administrator , teachers
and all the students also
paid tribute to him.

Rich tributes paid to APJ Abdul Kalam
On his death anniversary at APS, Bemetara

Mungeli, Jul 28:

Holhabagh Navayuva
Samiti (HNS), village
Banki is one such village,
which is empowering envi-
ronmental causes for the
last seven years, while ful-
filling the responsibility of
conservation and promo-
tion of greenery. In the
same sequence, this year
too the Samiti is celebrat-
ing Hariyali Week, by
planting saplings of

Neem, Paras, Peepal,
Arjun and Conocarpus
thereby promoting green
belt.

Here it needs a mention
that members of this
group have planted more
than 900 trees in the vil-
lage vicinity and are also
encouraging people to do
the same. Founder of the
Samiti, Rampla Singh,
said that the crusade is un-
dertaken with the mission
of change not only in gov-

ernment policies, but
among the common men
too. The other members
namely Nagesh Sahu and
Pawan Nirmalkar said
that the drive of planta-
tion is mainly being done
to encourage people to join
the movement. Present in
the plantation drive were
Rampal Singh, Nagesh
Sahu, Pawan Nirmalkar,
Pintu and Pappu Puri,
Yogendra Sahu and many
others.

HNS celebrates Hariyali Week

Dhamtari, Jul 28: After
demolishing a dilapidat-
ed school building, in
Baanspara, the students
of the school are forced
to sit in a single room to
get their respective les-
sons. The students total
62 in number sit
cramped in a single
class, with their educa-
tion badly affected.

Village Kukrel
Sarpanch Bhojwati
Dhruv, who reached the
District Collector PS
Elma, with the demand
of building a new pri-
mary school building, in-

formed that the demol-
ished building was close
to 40 years old, and in
view of the safety of the
students, last year on the
instructions of the gov-
ernment the gram pan-
chayat dismantled it, but
till date the new building
has not been constructed
in its place.

The parents associa-
tion and teachers also
have staged their protest
on this issue. Village
Development Committee
President Nandkumar
Yadav, Chandra Kumar
were among those who
reached the Collectorate
demanding construction
of a new school building
at the earliest.

Sixty two students
of five classes made
to sit in one class!

 As the school

demolished

Jagdalpur, Jul 28: 

Under the chairmanship
of Collector Chandan
Kumar, the time-limit meet-
ing was organized in the
Prerna Room of the
District Office on
Wednesday. In the meeting,
he directed the officers and
employees of the Revenue
Department and Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department to stay in the
headquarters to improve
the functioning of the ad-
ministration, so that the
common people can get the
quick benefits of the
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. He directed the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
to ensure necessary action
to check illegal construc-
tion at various places in the
city. He stressed on the
prompt disposal of the ap-
plications received from
the heads of the society.
Along with this, directed
for speedy redressal of
cases of natural calamity.

In view of the rainy season,
instructions have been
given to do Chlorination in
borewells, hand pumps,
and other water sources.

Collector has given in-
structions to complete the
data entry work in the Jal
Shakti Mission Portal at
the earliest. The same di-
rected the Commissioner
Corporation and CEO of
Block Jagdalpur to provide
the building for the third
gender. He has asked to sub-
mit the demand for the re-
quirement of flag in gov-
ernment offices,
Anganwadi, health center,
school, NRLM center, fair
price shops under the ‘Har
Ghar Jhanda program’.

Instructions were given to
submit a demand by mak-
ing a budget proposal for
the development of Aastha
Kendras.

The Collector inquired
about the availability of
manure, urea, DAP in the
district and asked all the
sub-divisional magistrates
to keep the information in
coordination with the soci-
ety, so that in case of short-
age, demand should be
sent. On the instructions of
the government, to stop the
use of single-use plastic,
jointly the officers of the
corporation and revenue
were instructed to investi-
gate the shops and take ac-
tion. Along with this, in-

stead of plastic, as an alter-
native, women of self-help
groups emphasized on
making bags. In view of the
upcoming festivals, he di-
rected to monitor the quali-
ty of food items as well as to
conduct regular checks in
sweet shops. Collector
Chandan Kumar directed
to record Devguri sites in
the revenue records.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to com-
plete the distribution of for-
est booklets. He took cog-
nizance of the status of
Eklavya Vidyalaya, the
progress of Ayushman
card, the status of settle-
ment of pension case, the
case of voluntary grant,

the creation and distribu-
tion of caste certificate, the
progress of the construc-
tion of C-Mart, the condi-
tion. During the review of
Covid vaccination, he said
that there is a need to make
the general public aware.
Instructions were given to
issue show cause notices
for negligence in vaccina-
tion work. In the meeting,
he directed to bring
progress in the revenue re-
covery work.

Which also directed to
ensure that the disposal of
revenue cases within the
time limit. District level of-
ficers including CEO of
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas, DFO DP Sahu,
Director of Kanger Valley
National Park Ganveer
Dhammshil were present
in the meeting.

Collector reviews development works in Bastar div.
Instructions given to officers and employees to stay in hq’s

‘Weavershala’ unites weavers for
excellence in production 

RUN FOR YOUR LIVER

People take part in an awareness rally to mark the World Hepatitis Day 2022, in Guwahati, Thursday, July 28.

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Vehicles ply on a waterlogged road at Jangpura after heavy monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.
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14 injured
Shimla: Fourteen
passengers were in-
jured as a roadways
bus fell into a gorge in
Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla district on
Thursday, the state
disaster management
department said. The
Himachal Road
Transport
Corporation (HRTC)
bus was on its way to
Theog from Jarai,
skid off the road near
Baghar Kenchi and
Huli Sub Division
Theog and roll down
about 50-60 feet below
the road, the depart-
ment said. The in-
jured have been shift-
ed to Kotkhai and
Theog community
health centres, it said.

Three killed
Jaipur: A house col-
lapsed in Bikaner dis-
trict of Rajasthan,
leaving three mem-
bers of a family dead,
police said on
Thursday. The house
collapsed on
Wednesday night,
killing Mahaveer
Kumar (40), his wife
Savitri (35) and their
12-year-old son. Prima
facie, the incident oc-
curred due to rains,
the police said,
adding, the bodies
will be handed over to
relatives after post-
mortem.

Grenade found
Jammu: Security
forces defused a
grenade found in a
border hamlet in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri
district, officials said
on Thursday.Some
passersby spotted the
grenade near a house
in Danka village
along the LoC in
Nowshera belt and
informed the police
on Wednesday
evening, they said.
Police and Army
rushed to the area
and defused the
grenade safely.

12 kanwariyas
injured 

Shahjahanpur (UP):
Twelve kanwariyas
were injured here on
Thursday when a
tractor trolley in
which they were
travelling over-
turned after being
hit by a truck, police
said. The incident
took place near
Katiyuli village,
they said. The kan-
wariyas were on
their way to Gola
Gokaran Nath after
collecting water
from the Ghatiya
Ghat of the Ganga
river, Allahganj po-
lice station in-
charge Pradeep
Sherawat said. Two
trolleys were tied to
the tractor and one
of them overturned
after the truck hit it
from the side. The
truck driver fled the
spot, he said.

Man held
Barabanki (UP): A
man was arrested
for allegedly raping
his six-year-old sis-
ter-in-law here, po-
lice said on
Thursday. Following
a complaint filed by
the victim’s sister
and the wife of the
accused, a case was
registered on
Wednesday, they
said. The woman
claimed that her
husband assaulted
and raped her sister
four days aga while
she was not at home,
Additional
Superintendent of
Police Manoj
Pandey said. The
minor has been ad-
mitted to the district
hospital, police said.

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande on Thursday held
extensive talks with the
chief of Maldivian de-
fence forces Maj Gen
Abdulla Shamaal, focus-
ing on ways to further
strengthen bilateral de-
fence and security coop-
eration. Major Gen

Shammal is currently on
a visit to India. The
Maldives is one of India’s
key maritime neighbours
in the Indian Ocean
Region and the bilateral
defence and security ties
have been on an upward
trajectory in the last few
years. “Gen Manoj Pande
#COAS extended a warm
welcome to Maj Gen

Abdulla Shamaal, Chief
of Defence Force,
@MNDF_Official and dis-
cussed ways to strength-
en the
#DefenceCooperation be-
tween the two countries,”
the Army tweeted.

In March, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, during a visit
to Male, handed over a
coastal radar system to
Maj Gen Shamaal.

India and Maldives
share common perspec-
tives on maritime securi-
ty issues in the Indian
Ocean and have been
working together to ex-
pand defence coopera-
tion.

In April, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
travelled to the Maldives
and met Maldivian
President Ibrahim
Mohamad Solih and other
senior leaders of the is-
land nation to further
boost maritime security
cooperation.

Army Chief Gen Pande holds talks
with top Maldivian commander

Chief of Maldives National Defence Force Major General
Abdulla Shamaal being received by Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.

Ahmedabad, Jul 28 (PTI):

The Gujarat Home
Department on Thursday
transferred the
Superintendents of Police
of Botad and Ahmedabad
and suspended six other
cops following the death of
42 people after consump-
tion of spurious liquor, an
official said.

Primary investigations
by police have revealed
that some small-time boot-
leggers of different vil-
lages in Botad district had
made the spurious liquor
by mixing water with
methyl alcohol or
Methanol, a highly poison-
ous industrial solvent, and
sold it to villagers for Rs 20
per pouch. According to
police, forensic analysis
established that the vic-
tims consumed methyl al-
cohol. “We have trans-

ferred Botad SP Karanraj
Vaghela and Ahmedabad
SP Virendrasingh Yadav.
Six other police officials,
including two Deputy SPs,
have been placed under
suspension,” Additional
Chief Secretary, Home,
Raj Kumar told PTI.

Those suspended are
Ahmedabad’s Dholka divi-
sion DySP N V Patel,
Botad DySP S K Trivedi,
Ahmedabad’s Dhandhuka
police station inspector K
P Jadeja, Dhandhuka divi-
sion’s circle police inspec-
tor S B Chaudhari and
Botad sub-inspectors B G
Vala and Shailendrasinh
Rana.

These officials were sus-
pended for “dereliction of
duty and lack of commit-
ment as they failed to stop
the transportation, sale
and consumption of
liquor laced with poison-

ous chemicals in their re-
spective areas,” say the
suspension letters issued
by the state Home
Department. Forty two
people from Botad and
neighbouring Ahmedabad
district have died so far
after consuming the spuri-
ous liquor on July 25,
while 97 people are still ad-
mitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi said on
Wednesday.

He said police will file a
charge sheet in 10 days to
ensure quick justice and
the government will also
appoint a Special Public
Prosecutor to fight the
case.

Fifteen key accused, in-
cluding the one who ac-
quired the chemical and
those who sold the liquor

to people, were already ar-
rested, he had said. The
Botad and Ahmedabad po-
lice on Tuesday registered
three First Information
Reports (FIRs) against
nearly 20 culprits under
Indian Penal Code
Sections 302 (murder), 328
(causing hurt by poison)
and 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy).

Police investigation has
revealed that a person
named Jayesh aka Raju,
who has been arrested,
had stolen 600 litres of
methyl alcohol from a
godown in Ahmedabad
where he worked as a man-
ager and then sold it to his
Botad-based cousin Sanjay
for Rs 40,000 on July 25.

Despite knowing that it
was an industrial solvent,
Sanjay sold the chemical
to local bootleggers of dif-
ferent villages of Botad.

Gujarat hooch tragedy: 2 SPs transferred, 6 cops suspended

Kancheepuram, Jul 28 (PTI):

Life-size portraits of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah forms part of
a huge hoarding put up
by here on Thursday by
the rebel AIADMK camp
and it has raised many
eyebrows in the political
arena.

The hoarding, featur-
ing Modi and Shah has
been put up here by the
rebel AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam’s (OPS)
camp.

OPS has been making
fresh appointments to
‘party posts’ and the
hoarding is a publicity
initiative by the support-
ers of new appointees
here. In the billboard,
Modi and Shah could be

seen waving at people. A
smiling, bright image of
Panneerselvam is promi-
nently featured in the
middle of the hoarding.

Dramatic scenes were
witnessed when new of-
fice-bearers garlanded a
statue of Dravidian icon
C N Annadurai, here.

A heavy-lift crane,
with a mega garland
placed on the hook, ma-
jestically rolled on to the
spot.

The crane brought the
garland close to the tall
statue and new ap-
pointees, standing on an
elevated platform picked
it and garlanded the stat-
ue in a grand show of
their arrival.

Though the images of
Modi and Shah has sur-
prised several people in
the political spectrum in

Tamil Nadu, political
watchers say that OPS
camp is trying its best to
regain Panneerselvam’s
lost importance in the
AIADMK.

Projecting a better
proximity to the top two
national leaders could be
used to have more lever-
age, they say.

Both Edappadi K
Palaniswami, AIADMK’s
interim general secre-
tary and OPS have
friendly relationship
with Modi and Shah.
Annadurai, the founder
of DMK and former
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister is an icon of the
Dravidian movement.

The PM is slated to at-
tend the inaugural event
of the 44th Chess
Olympiad on Thursday
here.

Modi, Amit Shah images on OPS camp’s
hoarding in TN throws a surprise

New Delhi, Jul 28: India
reacts to Pakistan’s with-
drawal from the Chess
Olympiad to be held in
Chennai.
“Highly unfortunate that

Pakistan politicised pres-
tigious international
event,” the MEA said.
“Surprising that Pakistan

suddenly took decision
not to participate in the
Chess Olympiad, particu-
larly after its team
reached India,” MEA
added.

Pakistan has with-
drawn from the 44th Chess
Olympiad scheduled to
begin in Chennai today.

Citing Indias torch relay
through Kashmir on July
21 as a reason for with-
drawal, Pakistans foreign
office spokesperson Asim
Iftikhar said in a state-
ment to Radio Pakistan,
India chose to politicize
this prestigious interna-
tional sporting event.

Pakistan politicising Chess Olympiad: MEA

Kohima, Jul 28 (PTI):

Hundreds of Nagas
from different states
Assam, Arunachal,
Manipur and Nagaland on
Thursday joined the
Global Naga Forum (GNF)
organised two-day Naga
Solidarity Walk , on the
theme One People, One
Destiny . The walk com-
menced from Kohima,
early this morning and
will culminate with the ex-
pected convergence of
thousands of Nagas in
Senapati Town in
Manipur on Friday after-
noon covering a distance
of 81 km. They will halt at
night at mid-way in
Maram Naga area in
Manipur. Addressing the
flagging off programme,
Adviser of GNF and
President Overseas Naga

Association, Dr Visier
Sanyu said while Naga
people are deeply divided,
the walk is a common
journey to unite the Nagas
as one and to defend the
Naga history and land
with the right spirit.

There is time for every-
thing and this is the right
time to come together and
build the “Naga nation as
one people with one des-
tiny”, he said.

In the past, our ances-
tors fought to defend the
land of Nagas with guns
but violence has an expiry
date and that period is
gone today we want to
fight for our people with
our heart and love, he said.

We want to show our-
selves and the world that
Naga people are one, he
said while expressing
hope that the walk will en-

rapture the Naga soul to
do the right thing to re-
ceive blessing, he said.

We are walking to be-
come one people in order
to defend our history and
land with the right spirit,
said Dr Sany .

This is the first leg of a
people’s relay for unity
and peace among Nagas,
while GNF will conduct
more such walks to reach
out to Nagas in other
states and country, said
GNF co-convener and ad-
visor of Naga Mothers’
Association, Dr Rosemary
Dz vich. GNF officials an-
nounced that the walk is
totally peaceful and re-
quested all participants to
refrain from indulging in
any form of violence or
untoward incidents and
also not to provoke any se-
curity personnel.

Hundreds join Naga solidarity
walk for unity and peace

Mangaluru, Jul 28 (PTI):

More than 15 people
have been detained for in-
terrogation in connection
with the murder of BJP
youth wing leader Praveen
Nettar in Karnataka’s
Dakshina Kannada, police
said on Thursday.

Addressing reporters in
Sullia taluk of the district,
ADGP (Law and Order)
Alok Kumar, who visited
Bellare area of the taluk
where the incident hap-
pened and took stock of
the situation, said a probe
is underway from all an-
gles. As of now, it cannot
be certain that those who
have been taken into cus-
tody are involved in the
murder or they had helped
in executing the crime, he
said. Kumar said six teams

have been formed with the
help of Mangaluru city po-
lice commissioner and
Udupi police. Police had to
resort to mild lathi charge
to bring the situation
under control when emo-
tions ran high and some
people tried to topple the
vehicle of BJP state presi-
dent Nalin Kumar Kateel
on Wednesday, he said.
Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict Deputy
Commissioner K V
Rajendra, Superintendent
of Police Rishikesh
Bhagawan Sonawane and
other officials were pres-
ent. Praveen Nettar (32), a
Zilla BJP Yuva Morcha
committee member, was
hacked to death in front of
his broiler shop in Bellare
by three bike-borne mis-
creants on Tuesday night.

BJP youth leader murder:
Over 15 detained for 

interrogation, says ADGP

BJP women MPs
protest against Cong
leader’s remark on
President Murmu

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):
Women BJP MPs, includ-
ing Union ministers, on
Thursday held a protest in
Parliament complex here
against Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
for his remark on
President Droupadi
Murmu.

Holding placards near
gate number one of
Parliament House, the
MPs, including Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Minister
of State for Agriculture
Shobha Karandlaje, raised
slogans seeking an apolo-
gy from the Leader of the
Congress Party in the Lok
Sabha.

In the Lok Sabha, Union
Minister Smriti Irani ac-
cused Chowdhury of dis-
respecting Murmu by call-
ing her ‘Rashtrapatni’.

Tripura to use 
nanotech for building
rain-proof rural roads

AAggaarrttaallaa,,  JJuull  2288  ((PPTTII)):: Tripura
will use nanotechnology for
developing rural roads to make
them last long, considering the
heavy rainfall the state
receives, a senior official said
on Thursday.

The Union Ministry of Rural
Development has approved Rs
214.23 crore for constructing
32 roads of 231.64 km in the
state under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY-
III), he said.

Of it, the state will use nan-
otechnology for constructing
16 roads of 114.23 km, he
added.

“Since the entire Northeast
receives heavy rainfall, the
state has adopted nanotech-
nology to develop its rural con-
nectivity. Under this technolo-
gy, the roads will be turned
into solid concrete structures
by using cement and chemi-
cal,” chief engineer, PMGSY
(PWD), Bimal Das told PTI.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, FRIDAY,  JULY 29,  2022

RESCUE WORKS

Rescue workers help villagers to evacuate them from flooded area caused by heavy
rains, in Lasbella, a district in Pakistan’s southwest Baluchistan province.  Officials
say  rescuers backed by troops are using boats and helicopters to evacuate hundreds
of marooned people from Pakistan’s southwest, where floods triggered by rains have
killed 104 people since last month.  

69TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOREAN WAR

People and military personnel visit the statues of former North Korean leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il on
Mansu Hill in Pyongyang, North Korea on the occasion of the 69th anniversary of the end of the Korean War. 

London, Jul 28 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak has vowed
to hunt down and stamp
out grooming gangs who
prey on children and
young women, and make
their ringleaders subject
to maximum life sentences
as part of his campaign
pledge to be elected
Conservative Party leader
and the next British Prime
Minister.

Under a government
headed by him, the
Ready4Rishi campaign
team said on Wednesday
evening that members of
grooming rings will auto-
matically face criminal
charges for belonging to or
facilitating the activity of
the gang, with those at its
heart facing life sentences.

In a further crackdown
on sex offenders, the for-
mer chancellor will ban
so-called down-blousing ,
where perpetrators take
photos down a woman’s
top without their consent
to curb abuse targeted at
women and bring more of-
fenders to justice.

Sexual violence against
women and girls should be

treated as a national emer-
gency until it has been de-
feated. As a father of two
girls, I want them to be
able to go for a walk in the
evening or to a shop at
night without any fear of
threat, said Sunak, father
to schoolgirls Anoushka
and Krishna.

Sunak said as chancel-
lor he boosted support for
victims to record levels
quadruple those under
Labour and a ground-
breaking new approach to
policing which is helping
drive up prosecutions of

sex offenders.
“As the Prime Minister I

will go further. I will make
it a criminal offence if you
harass women by taking
intimate images of them
without their consent and
will introduce a major
crackdown on grooming
gangs, he said.

We cannot let sensitivi-
ties over race stop us from
catching dangerous crimi-
nals who prey on women
and I will not stop until we
live in a society where
women and girls can go
about their daily lives feel-

ing safe and secure, he
said.

The British Indian for-
mer finance minister, who
is married to Akshata
Murty the daughter of
Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy, said he
would set up a new emer-
gency taskforce working at
the heart of the UK’s
National Crime Agency
(NCA) to launch an inves-
tigation into any town or
city where significant
grooming gang activity
has been found and root it
out.

UK PM race: Rishi Sunak pledges major
crackdown on sex offenders

Ukraine, Jul 28: 

Russian missile attack
hits school, residential
buildings in Mykolayiv.
According to Mykolayiv
Mayor Oleksandr
Sienkevych, one of the
city’s schools was “al-
most totally destroyed”
by the Russian missile
strike on the morning of
July 28.

Other missiles hit the
pumping station of
M y k o l a y i v ’ s
Shipbuilding University,
Sienkevych said.

According to the
mayor, two multi-story
buildings were damaged
and one person was in-
jured. Russian forces at-
tack Dnipropetrovsk
Oblast with mutliple
rocket launchers.
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast
Governor Valentyn
Reznichenko said that
Russian troops attacked

the Shyroke village com-
munity in the region’s
Kryvy Rih District,

killing one person and in-
juring two. According to
Reznichenko, Russian

forces had also hit an
agricultural enterprise in
the village of Shestirnia.

Russia missile attack hits school, residences

New York, Jul 28 (AP):

A germ that causes a
rare and sometimes dead-
ly disease long thought to
be confined to tropical cli-
mates has been found in
soil and water in the con-
tinental United States, US
health officials said on
Wednesday.

The bacteria was found
on the property of a
Mississippi man who had
come down with the dis-
ease, melioidosis.

Officials don’t know
how long it had been
there, but they say it like-
ly is occurring in other
areas along the Gulf
Coast.

US physicians should
consider melioidosis
even in patients who
haven’t travelled to other
countries, the Centres for
Disease Control and

Prevention said in a
health alert.

Once it’s in the soil, it
can be a health threat for
people in the area, said
the CDC’s Julia Petras,
who oversaw the investi-
gation.

The illness can start
with a wide range of
symptoms like fever, joint
pain and headaches. It’s
treatable with the right
antibiotics if it’s caught
early, but it can lead to
pneumonia, blood infec-
tions and even death if
not properly treated.

About 12 cases are re-
ported annually in the US
The vast majority have
been in people who trav-
elled to places where the
bacteria is endemic, in-
cluding certain regions of
Australia, Thailand, and
Central and South
America.

Johannesburg, Jul 28 (AP):

Russian, French and
American leaders are criss-
crossing Africa to win sup-
port for their positions on
the war in Ukraine, waging
what some say is the most
intense competition for in-
fluence on the continent
since the Cold War.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
and French President
Emanuel Macron are each
visiting several African
countries this week.

Samantha Power, head of
the US Agency for
International Development,
went to Kenya and Somalia
last week. The US ambassa-
dor to the UN, Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, will go
to Ghana and Uganda next
week. It’s like a new Cold
War is playing out in
Africa, where the rival
sides are trying to gain in-

fluence, said William
Gumede, director of
Democracy Works, a foun-
dation promoting good gov-
ernance.

Lavrov, in his travels
across the drought- and
hunger-stricken continent,
has sought to portray the
West as the villain, blam-
ing it for rising food prices,
while the Western leaders
have accused the Kremlin
of cynically using food as a
weapon and waging an im-
perial-style war of con-
quest words calculated to
appeal to listeners in post-
colonial Africa. Under
President Vladimir Putin,
Russia has been working to
win support in Africa for
several years, reinvigorat-
ing friendships that date
back a half-century, when
the Soviet Union backed
many African movements
fighting to end colonial
rule.

Bacteria that causes rare tropical
disease found in US soil

New Cold War: Russia and
West vie for influence in Africa

Tokyo, Jul 28 (AP):

Japan’s push to obtain
UNESCO World Heritage
recognition for a former
gold mine key to the na-
tion’s industrialisation
will be delayed because its
application was insuffi-
cient, officials said
Thursday.

The efforts to obtain a
UNESCO listing for the
Sado Island mine were
protested by South Korea
and have added to their
diplomatic frictions over
Japan’s colonisation of
the Korean Peninsula and
its actions in World 
War II.

The mine in northern
Japan operated for nearly

400 years and was once
the world’s largest gold
producer before closing in
1989.

South Korea opposed
the registration as inap-
propriate because of
Japan’s wartime abuse of
Korean labourers. Seoul
has said Koreans brought
to Japan during its 1910-
1945 colonisation of the
Korean Peninsula were
put to forced labour at the
mine.

Historians say Japan
used hundreds of thou-
sands of Korean labour-
ers, including those
forcibly brought from the
Korean Peninsula, at
mines and factories to
make up for labor short-

ages, as most working-age
men were sent to battle-
fronts across Asia and the
Pacific.

The town and Niigata
prefectural sites praise
the Sado Island mine for
mining technology devel-
opment before and after
industrialisation. There is
no mention of its wartime
use of Korean labourers.

Japan submitted a let-
ter of recommendation to
nominate the mine to UN-
ESCO earlier this year
and hoped it would be list-
ed next year. On Thursday,
however, culture minister
Shinsuke Suematsu told
reporters registration
next year would be 
difficult.

Japan’s push for UNESCO to list

divisive gold mine delayed

Seoul, Jul 28 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un warned he’s
ready to use his nuclear
weapons in potential mili-
tary conflicts with the
United States and South
Korea, state media said
Thursday, as he unleashed
fiery rhetoric against ri-
vals he says are pushing
the Korean Peninsula to
the brink of war.

Kim’s speech to war vet-
erans on the 69th anniver-
sary of the end of the
1950-53 Korean War was
apparently meant to boost
internal unity in the im-
poverished country amid
pandemic-related eco-

nomic difficulties. While
Kim has increasingly
threatened his rivals with
nuclear weapons, it’s un-
likely that he would use
them first against the su-
perior militaries of the
U.S. and its allies, ob-
servers say.

Our armed forces are
completely prepared to re-
spond to any crisis, and
our country’s nuclear war
deterrent is also ready to
mobilise its absolute
power dutifully, exactly
and swiftly in accordance
with its mission, Kim said
in Wednesday’s speech,
according to the official
Korean Central News
Agency. He accused the

United States of demoniz-
ing North Korea to justify
its hostile policies. He
said U.S.-South Korea mil-
itary drills targeting
North Korea show the
U.S.’s double standards
and gangster-like as-
pects because it brands
North Korea’s routine
military activities an ap-
parent reference to its
missile tests as provo-
cations or threats.

Kim also alleged the
new South Korean gov-
ernment of President
Yoon Suk Yeol is led by
confrontation maniacs
and gangsters” who
have gone further than
previous South Korean

conservative govern-
ments. Since taking of-
fice in May, the Yoon gov-
ernment has moved to
strengthen Seoul’s mili-
tary alliance with the

United States and bol-
ster its capacity to neu-
tralise North Korean nu-
clear threats including a
preemptive strike capa-
bility.

Kim threatens to use nukes amid tensions with US, S. Korea

Islamabad, Jul 28 (PTI):

Cash-starved Pakistan
will amend the laws for the
sale of shares of listed
state-owned entities with a
buyback option to friendly
countries on a govern-
ment-to-government basis
to help bridge a part of
USD 4 billion financing
gap estimated by the IMF
for the current fiscal year.

The announcement was
made by Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail
onWednesday while ad-
dressing a seminar on the
state-owned entities
(SOEs) corporate gover-
nance.

The minister also said
the ban on imports would
be lifted in a couple of

weeks and all prior actions
agreed upon under the
staff-level agreement with
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had
been completed and there
was no more hitch to be
able to getting the first
tranche in the later part of
August, the Dawn newspa-
per reported on Thursday.

Without naming the
I n t e r - G o v e r n m e n t
Commercial Transaction
Act 2022 that the federal
cabinet approved later in
the day, the finance minis-
ter said the law was neces-
sary because the existing
privatisation law did not
allow such commercial
transactions on a govern-
m e n t - t o - g ove r n m e n t
(G2G) basis.

Pak govt to sell SOEs’ shares to friendly
countries with buyback option

United Nations, Jul 28 (AP):

The UN Security
Council has been unable
to agree on a statement
welcoming last week’s
deal to get grain and fer-
tiliser moving from
Ukraine and Russia to
millions of hungry peo-
ple around the world,
Norway’s UN ambassa-
dor said Wednesday.

The statement also
would have commended
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres and
Turkey’s government for
their key roles in arrrang-
ing the agreement.

Norway and Mexico
have been working for
days to unify the council
in one message welcom-
ing the significant deal to
resume exports of grains,
foodstuffs and fertilisers
through the Black Sea,
Norwegian Ambassador
Mona Juul told The
Associated Press. We re-
gret that this was not pos-
sible.

Russia and Ukraine
signed separate agree-
ments Friday with
Turkey and the U.N. clear-
ing the way for Ukraine
one of the world’s key
breadbaskets to export 22

million tons of grain and
other agricultural goods
that have been stuck in
Black Sea ports because
of Russia’s invasion.

The deal also aims to
ensure that Russian food
and fertiliser have unre-
stricted access to world
markets.

Guterres described the
deal as an unprecedented
agreement between two
parties engaged in a
bloody conflict and called
it a beacon of hope for
millions of hungry peo-
ple who have faced huge
increases in the price of
food.

Security Council can’t agree on 
statement lauding grain deal

A bout 2 million people in
the UK have persistent

symptoms after COVID infec-
tion, termed long COVID.
Commonly reported long
COVID symptoms, such as fa-
tigue and shortness of breath,
have a significant effect on
people's daily activities, quali-
ty of life and capacity to work.
But long COVID symptoms
are much broader than this.
In a new study published in
the journal Nature Medicine,
we identified 62 symptoms as-
sociated with long COVID. We
also explored some of the fac-
tors linked to an increased
risk of developing long
COVID. Much of the initial
work undertaken to under-
stand long COVID has been
among people who were hos-
pitalised, but most people in-
fected with COVID have been
managed in primary care. We
therefore know relatively lit-
tle about long COVID in peo-
ple with typically milder ini-
tial infections.

In our study, we analysed
electronic primary care
records from more than

450,000 people in England
with a confirmed diagnosis of
COVID, and 1.9 million people
with no prior history of
COVID, from January 2020 to
April 2021. We matched both
groups very closely in terms
of their demographic, social
and clinical characteristics.
We then assessed the relative
differences in the reporting of
115 symptoms to GPs. For
those who had COVID, we
measured this at least 12
weeks after they were infect-
ed. We found that people who
had been diagnosed with
COVID were significantly
more likely to report 62 symp-
toms, only 20 of which are in-
cluded in the World Health
Organisation's clinical case
definition for long COVID.

Some of these symptoms
were expected, like loss of
sense of smell, shortness of
breath and fatigue. But some
of the symptoms that we
found to be strongly associat-
ed with COVID beyond 12
weeks were surprising and
less well known, such as hair
loss and reduced libido.

Other symptoms included
chest pain, fever, bowel incon-
tinence, erectile dysfunction
and limb swelling. These dif-
ferences in symptoms report-
ed between the infected and
uninfected groups remained
even after we accounted for
age, sex, ethnic group, socioe-
conomic status, body mass
index, smoking status, the
presence of more than 80
health conditions, and past re-
porting of the same symptom.

We also found that younger
age, female sex, belonging to
certain ethnic minority
groups, lower socioeconomic
status, smoking, obesity, and a
wide range of health condi-
tions were all associated with a
higher risk of reporting per-
sistent symptoms more than 12
weeks after COVID infection.

Given the breadth and di-
versity of long COVID symp-
toms reported in surveys,
long COVID is unlikely to rep-
resent a single condition, but
rather a group of distinct con-
ditions that occur as a conse-
quence of COVID infection.
Exploring how long COVID
symptoms are different in dif-
ferent groups could help sci-
entists understand the differ-
ent disease processes in the
body that cause long COVID.

Our analysis suggests that
long COVID can be charac-
terised into three distinct
groups based on clusters of
symptoms reported. The
largest group, consisting of
roughly 80 per cent of people
with long COVID in our study,
faced a broad spectrum of
symptoms, ranging from fa-
tigue, to headache, to pain.
The second largest group, rep-
resenting 15 per cent, predom-
inantly had mental health
and cognitive symptoms, in-
cluding depression, anxiety,
brain fog and insomnia. The
third and smallest group, cap-
turing the remaining 5 per
cent, had mainly respiratory
symptoms such as shortness
of breath, cough and wheeze.

We were only able to assess

symptoms reported during
GP consultations. Of course,
not everyone will report
symptoms to a doctor, so our
study was restricted to com-
paring the differences in
symptoms reported between
people with and without a his-
tory of confirmed COVID. It's
also possible some patients in
the comparison group had
COVID, but either didn't get
tested or didn't notify their GP.
Nonetheless, our research val-
idates what people with long
COVID have been saying right
through the pandemic about
the breadth and diversity of
their symptoms. It also rein-
forces that their symptoms
cannot simply be attributed to
other factors such as existing
health conditions, or the ef-
fects of stresses related to liv-
ing through the pandemic.

To support the millions of
people in the UK and around
the world afflicted with the
chronic health effects of long
COVID, doctors and re-
searchers need comprehen-
sive tools to capture the symp-
toms of long COVID, to pro-
vide the best care. Patients
with long COVID need tailored
health services which recog-
nise that long COVID is not a
single condition but a diverse
group of overlapping condi-
tions needing individualised
care. Meanwhile, we need clin-
ical trials to evaluate potential
treatments targeting the spec-
trum of long COVID symp-
toms, which could hopefully
improve the quality of life for
people with long COVID.
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Victory for ED

It’s a big victory for the
Enforcement Directorate,
when the Supreme Court’s
(SC) a bench led by Justice
AM Khanwilkar has af-
firmed the Enforcement
Directorate’s power to ar-
rest and summon people
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering
(PMLA) Act. Order is fine.
The issue is of misuse and
selective use which is a
cause of concern and
needs to be addressed as
well. Because 2 days ago,
the Modi government tells
Parliament that only 23
convicted in over 5,422
PMLA cases filed by ED in
the last 17 years. More in-
terestingly, an analysis
showed that almost two-
thirds of the total cases —
65.56 per cent or 3,555 of
5,422 cases — were regis-
tered after the Narendra
Modi government assumed
power in 2014. Even after
all that poor result, ED
should not be weakened
but should be made free
from political influences
(when not a single
RSS/BJP activist/politi-
cian has been raided). Not
only the political opponent,
even to thousands others
this caged parrot has com-
pletely lost its independ-
ence and rationality. It has
become a mere political
tool of the ruling authority
to denigrate, harass, intim-
idate and silence all kinds
of Opposition! Even with
all this allegation ED
should be given more pow-
ers so that they can investi-
gate corrupt West Bengal
ministers like Partha
Chatterjee and its associ-
ates. Actually, to curb the
money laundering the en-
forcement directorate
should have the strong
hands to deal with mini-
mum external influence.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Roll out judicial services

There is hardly any time-
line in the history of our
country after attaining
Independence, when all
sanctioned posts of judges
in high courts and
Supreme Court remained
filled. The Collegium sys-
tem is a colonial legacy and
must be ended. The nation
is celebrating 75 years of
azadi. Since Independence,
many institutions of gover-
nance have undergone
drastic changes, in keeping
with the principles and
ethos enshrined in our
Constitution. Therefore,
the judicial services should
be introduced, in line with
the civil services. It will de-
mocratise opportunities to
become a judge through an
open competitive exam.
Inordinate delays in the
disposal of cases and peti-
tions are a violation of the
right of the people.

Ravi Bhushan, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T o prevent hazards, India must develop a green
economy that places sustainable building tech-

niques at the centre of its growth strategy. It is nec-
essary that India moves quickly towards building
sustainable infrastructure. 05th July 2022,
Guwahati: Excessive rains have wreaked havoc,
and landslides have hindered road, highway, and
rail access to the north-eastern areas. Due to factors
like construction practices in India's north-eastern
region, pre-monsoon rains have created a series of
geohazards such as landslides and flash floods. The
flooding situation in Guwahati has drastically dete-
riorated into a more severe condition during the
last ten years, as is widely documented. Due to the
unplanned growth of the city and the accompany-
ing increase in population, there has been signifi-
cant encroachment on wetland and low-lying areas,
hills etc. The forest cover has shrunk. The loss of
wetland and deforested slopes results in floods and
waterlogging. Furthermore, the soil carried by
rainfall from the city's flooded hills finds its way
into the sewers quickly filling them up.
Additionally, considering the lack of side drains on
roadways and the nearly non-existent gradient and
storm discharge conveyance, the wetland areas
cannot manage the excessive downpour in the city.
These disasters affect not only people and commu-
nities but also economies, governments and trans-
portation facilities on which we rely. Any reaction
to floods and catastrophes must be swift and effec-
tive to restore the natural state of the affected area,
contain the damage, and allow people to resume
their lives. Removing water with a suitable
drainage path can provide long-term improve-
ments to that soil and solve various associated
problems. The modern solution is to use a
drainage geo-composite like MacDrain to drain flu-
ids underground from one place to another.
Geotextiles attached to the drainage core of
MacDrain on one or both sides stop soils from
being washed out and, as a result, potentially avoid
clogging the drainage core and collection pipes.
They are designed to replace traditional drainage
materials such as gravel and sands. Moreover, ex-
treme rainfall causes a washout of structures and
triggers landslides and floods. Deploying barriers
for flood protection, raising embankments and
strengthening support for temporary works are a
few steps that can help mitigate the adverse effect.
Also, 100 per cent vegetation cover across geogra-
phies is challenging to achieve on hilly terrains. It
is also highly unsuccessful as vegetation may not
survive and provide enough strength to the soil for
several factors. For sustainable infrastructure de-
velopment, soil conservation using new-age engi-
neering technologies like hydroseeding, and the
use of mattresses can be adopted. Mattresses are
filled with stones at the project site to form flexible,
permeable, monolithic structures such as river-
bank protection and channel linings for erosion
control projects. Also, synthetic or natural mats
combined with hydroseeding are used to cover
large slopes promoting vegetation growth.

Sustainable measures 
for floods and landslides
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Girl students wait for haemoglobin test at a camp organised as part of Anemia Free Bikaner Campaign, Thursday, July 28.

Hair loss and lower libido among long 
COVID symptoms, new research

ANEMIA FREE CAMPAIGN

Rajender Kumar Sharma

A s the monsoon rains begin,
the whole earth erupts

with greenery.  Even the desert
land, after getting hot in the
scorching heat, breathes a sigh of
relief.  All this is a gift of nature
and nature has its own cycle.

Due to his unlimited desires,
man cut down trees indiscrimi-
nately, due to which the very exis-
tence of the forests was endan-
gered. Indian Botanist Jagdish
Chandra Basu who was the first to
prove that trees and plants respire
like us, they also feel pain and hap-

piness like us, they also feel
hunger and thirst.The glory of
trees is also mentioned in Hindu
religious texts and scriptures.
Trees like Bada, Peepal, Tulsi etc.
have been considered to be
revered.

The kind of ecological imbal-
ance that is being seen today, the
way the temperature of the earth
is continuously increasing, the nat-
ural cycles are becoming unbal-
anced, the reason for all this is the
decreasing number of trees. Trees
play an important role in maintain-
ing balance on the earth.

With the onset of monsoon, the
Van Mahotsav programs also start
loudly. There is a competition be-
tween political parties, social or-
ganizations and the forest depart-
ment to plant more and more
trees. The number of plants plant-
ed is not limited to hundreds of
thousands, but this number reach-
es into millions of crores. I am sur-
prised to see these figures that we
sweat in taking care of ten to
twenty plants in the small garden
of the house. In such a situation,
who would be looking after these
lakhs of crores of new plants
planted?

But the reality is far from it. It

has often been seen that organiza-
tions and teams organize planta-
tion programs during the Van
Mahotsav, the chief guest is invit-
ed, five to ten saplings are planted
symbolically, photographs are
taken, a little speech etc. to tell
what trees do for us. The organiz-
ers leave from there, leaving the
remaining plants at the mercy of
other people who attended the
event. Now no one has any ac-
count of how many of the remain-
ing plants were planted and how
many died lying there due to lack
of planting. The next day this plan-
tation program becomes news
headlines in the newspapers.

It was a matter of the plants
dying at the venue, now if we talk

about how many plants were prop-
erly taken care of after the plants
were planted? Perhaps no one will
have this data available. In our
scriptures, trees are considered
equal to parents. In such a situa-
tion, who should be held responsi-
ble for killing the plants that died
due to our carelessness? A plant
needs the same care as a child.
Our biggest problem is that we are
not able to understand the lan-
guage of these speechless trees.
We are not ready to accept them
as alive.

Today the need is that even if
you do not plant lakhs of crores of
plants, even if you plant only one
plant, it should survive till it be-
comes a tree. Only then does the

real virtue of planting saplings
come. A greater responsibility
than planting new plants is to save
the planted trees. The responsibili-
ty of looking after the new plants
to be planted during the Van
Mahotsav should be entrusted to
the organizers. Before planting
saplings, it should be made
mandatory for the organizers to
take approval from the Forest
Department on the basis of pro-
gram planning and program de-
tails. 

In the context of the responsibil-
ity of taking care of the plants
planted from the organizers, an af-
fidavit should also be compulsorily
taken by the Forest Department so
that no one can kill these innocent
newborn plants. Recently, the UP
government, taking a positive step
in this direction, has announced
the formation of such committees
which will take care of the plants
planted at the local level. Other
states should also take such initia-
tive. It is the responsibility of every
citizen of the country to develop
an attitude of planting trees as
well as taking care of trees, only
then the Van Mahotsav program
will be successful and meaningful
in the true sense.

A MID the Opposition’s allegation that gov-
ernment agencies such as the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) are being mis-
used, the Centre has told the Rajya Sabha that
raids carried out by the ED during 2014-2022
saw a nearly 27-fold increase as compared to
the searches conducted between 2004 and 2014,
when the Congress-led UPA was in power. The
ruling NDA has attributed the surge to its
‘commitment to prevent money laundering’
and ‘improved systems for gathering financial
intelligence as well as better inter-agency co-
operation.’ It is commendable that the
Centre’s twin purposes — disposing of pend-
ing investigation in old cases and completing
the probe in new cases in a time-bound man-
ner under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) — have led to 3,010
searches in the past eight years, resulting in
the attachment of proceeds of crime to the
tune of about Rs 99,356 crore and the filing of
prosecution complaints in 888 cases. What’s
worrying is the poor rate of conviction. Only
23 accused persons/entities have been convict-
ed during this period, clearly pointing to in-
vestigative lapses and legal loopholes. The
ED’s failure to build airtight cases in most in-
stances gives room to allegations of ulterior
motive and settling of political scores. It can’t
be mere coincidence that these searches are
largely confined to non-BJP-ruled states. The
ED also owes an explanation for going slow in
the Kerala gold smuggling case, which came to
light in July 2020. It’s only now that the agency
has approached the Supreme Court to seek
transfer of the case to Karnataka; the long
delay gave rise to speculation that political
convenience prompted the Centre to spare the
Congress’ arch-rival in Kerala. With the apex
court backing the ED’s powers under the
PMLA and upholding the constitutional valid-
ity of provisions dealing with the arrest and
attachment of property of persons involved in
money laundering, it has become even more
important for the premier financial probe
agency to ensure that its credibility is not un-
dermined. The directorate’s functioning must
be above board and the notion that it adopts a
pick-and-choose approach should be firmly
dispelled by letting it act freely and fairly.

ED needs to act 
freely and fairly
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Save the trees vs  plantation

SHAMIL HAROON
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Social security 

New Delhi: India is
negotiating social se-
curity agreements
(SSAs) with the US
and UK to avoid dupli-
cation of such
schemes, Union
Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said
on Thursday. SSAs
with these countries
would ensure that em-
ployers are saved from
making double social
security contributions
for the same set of em-
ployees (posted in
other countries)
under social security
schemes. Besides, the
employees would be
saved from making
double social security
contributions.

SKF India
Mumbai: Auto com-
ponent maker SKF
India on Wednesday
reported a 63 per cent
increase in its consoli-
dated profit after tax
at Rs 129.12 crore in
the April-June quar-
ter of the current fi-
nancial year. SKF
India had recorded a
consolidated PAT
(Profit After Tax) of
Rs 79.12 crore in the
same quarter of the
previous fiscal, ac-
cording to a company
statement. The rev-
enue from operations
rose 52 per cent to Rs
1,054.70 crore in the
first quarter of FY23
as compared to Rs
693.5 crore in the year-
ago period. SKF India
delivered this growth
amidst a challenging
cost and operating en-
vironment, company’s
managing director
Manish Bhatnagar
said in the statement.
“We continued to
make progress on our
growth strategy, pri-
oritising high-growth
business segments.

Retirement

New Delhi: After
being the Chairman of
realty firm Mahindra
Lifespace Developers
Lt for over 12 years,
Arun Nanda has re-
tired from the position,
even though he will
continue to be associat-
ed with the Mahindra
group. Nanda will con-
tinue as the Chairman
of Mahindra Holidays
& Resorts (I) Ltd and
Holiday Club Resorts
Oy, Finland and as a
Director of Mahindra
Holdings Ltd,
the company said in a
statement.

Power deficit
New Delhi: Power
deficit came down
from 2 per cent in
April to 0.4 per cent in
May and 0.6 per cent in
June despite signifi-
cant rise in demand of
electricity, Parliament
was informed on
Thursday. In a written
reply to the Lok Sabha,
Power Minister R K
Singh said electricity
supplied grew 12.8 per
cent in April 2022, as
compared to the year-
ago month, across
India. Power require-
ment, on the other
hand grew 14.7 per
cent in April on all-
India basis, resulting
in a deficit 
of 2 per cent.

MONSOON SESSION

Union Ministers Piyush Goyal and Nirmala Sitharaman address the media at Parliament House during ongo-
ing Monsoon Session, in New Delhi, Thursday, July 28.

New Delhi, Jul 28:  

Diversified natural re-
sources company Vedanta
on Thursday said it has re-
ceived “quite a number of
bids” for its Sterlite
Copper unit at
Thoothukudi in Tamil
Nadu, and is in the process
of evaluating them.
Vedanta has put on sale its
Sterlite copper smelting
plant which has been
closed since 2018 following
the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board’s order over
environment concerns.
Talking to PTI over phone,
Vedanta’s chief executive
Officer Sunil Duggal said
that the company had re-
ceived “quite a number of
bids” which are being
evaluated and added that
the “response has been
quite good from the mar-
ket”. Duggal refused to di-
vulge the name of the

companies which have
shown interest in the
plant, saying that it is “a
bit confidential and we are
in the process of evalua-
tion”. The atmosphere, he
said, is building up at the
state level and more people
are advocating for reopen-
ing of the plant. “Since
this was more of a social
issue and not an environ-
ment issue related to the
organisation, we may get
favourable court orders.
We are looking at all the

options but we are more
excited about the option of
reopening and getting a
favourable court order,” he
explained. In an advertise-
ment published in newspa-
pers last month, Vedanta
in conjunction with Axis
Capital invited an
Expression of Interest
(EOI) for “sale of the state-
of-art smelter and refining
complex” situated at
Tuticorin in Tamil Nadu.
The company had sought
initial bids, called an
Expression of Interest
(EoI), for the plant having
capacity to produce
4,00,000 tonnes a year by
July 4. The plant was shut
after 13 people were killed
in a police firing on protes-
tors agitating against al-
leged pollution by the unit.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had ordered the per-
manent closure of the unit
in May 2018.

Received ‘quite a number of bids’ 
for Sterlite Copper unit: Vedanta CEO

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

The Reserve Bank’s rate
setting panel will hike the
key repo rate by 0.35-0.50
per cent at the next week’s
review meeting, Axis
Bank chief economist
Saugata Bhattacharya
said on Thursday. A hike
of such a quantum will
take the repo rate beyond
the 5.15 per cent level, at
which the RBI had begun
the ultra-accommodative
measures in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, he
told reporters. It can be
noted that the monetary
policy committee (MPC)
has hiked rates in two con-
secutive moves in May and
June by a cumulative 0.90
per cent, taking the repo
rate at which it lends to
the system to 4.90 per cent,
in a bid to contain infla-
tion. Bhattacharya said

the MPC will go into the
internal surveys like
household inflation expec-
tations and consumer con-
fidence while deciding the
quantum of the rate hike.
He said the rate hike will
be both an attempt to stem
inflation expectations, and
also one part of it will be a
frontloading of actions.

A majority of developed
world central banks like

the US Fed, which hiked
rates by 0.75 per cent and
the European Central
Bank have also adopted a
frontloading strategy be-
cause it ups possibilities of
a soft landing for the econ-
omy, he said. Bhattacharya
said the RBI is likely to
continue the tightening
after the next week’s hike
as well, and expects the
repo rate to be at 5.75 per
cent at the end of this fis-
cal.

He said the headline in-
flation will continue to
breach the 6 per cent
threshold for many more
months, and is likely to
cool-off after spiking in
September on a low base.
The average CPI for FY23
will be 6.7 per cent, the
chief economist said,
adding it will come below
the 6 per cent mark only in
March.

RBI to hike rates by 0.35-0.50 pc at Aug
5 review: Axis Bank chief economist

New Delhi, Jul 28:  

Convergence Energy
Services Ltd (CESL) will set
up 810 electric vehicle
charging stations across 16
highways and expressways
covering 10,275 kilometres
across the country. CESL, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Energy Efficiency Services
Ltd (EESL) under the
Ministry of Power has dis-
covered prices for setting
up 810 electric vehicle
charging stations (EVCSs),
a statement said. The se-
lected corridors include
busy routes such as the
Mumbai-Pune highway,
Ahmedabad-Vadodara
Highway, Delhi-Agra
Yamuna Expressway,
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway, Hyderabad
ORR Expressway, and
Agra-Nagpur Highway to
name a few, as per the state-

ment. CESL is using a serv-
ice procurement model for
setting up these charging
stations. In this public-pri-
vate-partnership model,
CESL will partner with
companies whose job will
be to invest in and operate
these charging stations
across the expressways and
highways. These charging
stations are expected to be
established in the next 6-8
months. Putting up charg-
ing infrastructure on high-
ways is part of the FAME-II
scheme administered by
the Ministry of Heavy
Industries. These electric
vehicle charging stations
will be designed to cater to
both private and public ve-
hicles including ones on
the roads today — such as
Hyundai Kona, Tata Nexon
EV, MG ZS EV and other
compatible EVs and e-
buses.

CESL to set up 810 EV 
charging stations across 16 highways,

expressways pan India

New Delhi, Jul 28: Amid
challenges faced by global
economy, India will need
to balance its aspiration
for growth with maintain-
ing macro-economic sta-
bility, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak said. In a mes-
sage to the shareholders,
Kotak said India continues
to have a fundamentally
sound growth story. “The
core of any strategy lies in
its execution, and while
taking an unpaved road,
one needs to balance en-

thusiasm with a sense of
alertness. “Given the fluid-
ity of the global economy,
geopolitical landscape and
inflation, the immediate
few months ahead may
pose multiple challenges,”
he said in the annual re-
port. India will need to bal-
ance its aspiration for
growth with maintaining
macro-economic stability,
he said, adding that the
country cannot choose its
neighbourhood, which
adds to the challenges at
hand. Prudence on the fis-
cal deficit, current ac-
count and monetary policy
are key requirements, he
said. According to him,
the government’s pledge to
promote ease of business
and faster implementation
of large projects kept
India a decent performer
amidst tough global condi-
tions.

India needs to balance growth
aspiration with maintaining

macro-economic stability: Kotak

New Delhi, Jul 28: 

At an education and in-
novation roadshow or-
ganized by Samsung
India in Bilaspur young
college students came for-
ward and identified prob-
lems that people and soci-
ety are facing in the state
and the country, pledging
to Solve for Tomorrow.

Students in Bilaspur
said they want to solve
real-world problems such
as accessibility to afford-
able healthcare in rural
India, data management
for agricultural improve-
ments and lack of finan-
cial support for farmers.
They said they require a
platform such as
Samsung’s Solve for
Tomorrow education and
innovation competition
that can guide and sup-
port them in turning
their ideas into action

and help transform peo-
ple’s lives.

The event, which was
organized to talk about
Samsung’s global CSR
program Solve for
Tomorrow, was attended
by over 250 students in
Bilaspur alongside the
young innovator from the
city – Mr. Abhijit

Tripathy Department of
Computer Science and
Engineering, Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur who shared his
personal experiences, his
struggles and achieve-
ments.

The innovator, who is
working in the education

sector spoke to the stu-
dents about his experi-
ences of success and fail-
ure and his vision to
transform communities
around him.

The inaugural edition
of Solve for Tomorrow is
inviting applications
from youth in India aged
16-22 years in the areas of
Education, Environment,
Healthcare, and
Agriculture. Youth can
send in their ideas to par-
ticipate in the program
till 5 pm on July 31, 2022.

So far, over 8,000 teams
from across the country
have registered for the in-
novation competition in
which three national win-
ners will get mega sup-
port of up to Rs 1 crore
and mentoring support
for six months to take
their ideas to the next
level under the expert
guidance of IIT Delhi.

Samsung invites applications from youth 
For Solve for Tomorrow innovation competition

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuull  2288::  

Leading lifestyle and mobile
accessories brand Mobilla con-
tinue to strengthen its market
presence through its marketing
and branding initiatives. In a
bid to further consolidate its
position, accelerate growth,
and drive consumer recall,
Mobilla now ropes in Indian
actor and model Kajal
Aggarwal as the company’s
face for its brand endorse-
ments. In line with this partner-
ship, the companies marketing
collaterals and communication
across ATL and BTL including
print, digital and electronic
media will feature Kajal
Aggarwal going forward.
Mobilla’s association with Kajal
Aggarwal will not just signifi-
cantly bolster the company’s
brand appeal but will also help
in strengthening the existing
consumer base while tapping
into new and potential con-

sumers. Moreover, Kajal
Aggarwals wide appeal will
certainly help Mobilla target
consumers across all ages.
Speaking on her association
with fast-growing consumer
brand Mobilla, Kajal Aggarwal
said, “This is an exciting asso-
ciation for me as it gives me an
understanding and an opportu-
nity to work with a new cate-
gory. I am determined to make

this association work by put-
ting in my best effort to bring
success for Mobilla and myself
with this association.” On this
occasion Jignesh Shah and
Hetal Shah - Co-Founder
Mobilla said - “Kajal Aggarwal
is a recognised name with a
trustworthy personality. Her
being associated to Mobilla
will help us demonstrate every-
one the value our products can
add to their lives.” Speaking on
the association, Actress Kajal
Aggarwal said - “I am excited
to endorse a brand like Mobilla,
a reputed Indian brand that has
received love and respect from
Indian consumers over the
years for its product quality
and customer service. It is a
progressive brand that I am
also proud of.” Chief Marketing
Officer of Mobilla, Vishal
Gupta said - “Kajal Aggarwal
has an impressive personality
and has good recognition in the
market. 

Mobilla ropes in Kajal Aggarwal
for Brand Endorsements

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

JK Lakshmi Cement
Ltd., one of the cement
majors of India,
records a very satisfac-
tory growth in its net
sales by about 26% to
Rs.1551 crore in April-
June 2022 from Rs.
1231.51 crore in the cor-
responding quarter
April-June 2021.

Despite considerable
pressure from the cost,
mainly because of un-
abated increase in glob-
al fuel cost, JK
Lakshmi Cement could
achieve marginal in-
crease in the operating
profit at Rs. 217 crore in
April-June 2022 from
about Rs. 216 crore in
April-June 2021.

This could be
achieved by improved
operational ef ficien-

cies, increased volume,
optimizing product mix
and higher sales of pre-
mium products.

The Operating Profit
Margin however, de-
clined to 14% in Apr-
Jun.22 from 18% logged
in a year ago in the cor-
responding quarter of
Apr-Jun.21 due to cost
push.

After providing for
interest and deprecia-
tion, PBT stood at
Rs.152.37 crore in Apr-
Jun.22 as against
Rs.161.28 crore in Apr-
Jun.21. After Providing
for Taxes and Other
C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Income, JK Lakshmi
Cement’s profit was
lower at Rs.101.59 crore
in Apr-Jun.22 against
Rs.119.32 crore
achieved in the corre-
sponding quarter.

JK Lakshmi Cement
retains Operating Profit Mumbai, Jul 28:  

Benchmark indices ral-
lied on Thursday with the
Sensex and Nifty climbing
nearly 2 per cent, helped
by heavy buying in Bajaj
Finance shares amid a
mixed trend in the global
equity markets. The 30-
share BSE benchmark
jumped 1,041.47 points or
1.87 per cent to settle at
56,857.79. During the day, it
rallied 1,097.9 points or
1.96 per cent to 56,914.22.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 287.80 points or
1.73 per cent to 16,929.60.
Among the Sensex con-
stituents, Bajaj Finance
rallied the most by 10.68
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv that jumped 10.14
per cent after encouraging
June quarter earnings.
The other gainers were
Tata Steel, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd
Bank, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra and Nestle. On

the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
Dr Reddy’s, ITC and Sun
Pharma were the lag-
gards. In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Shanghai and
Tokyo ended higher, while
Hong Kong settled in the
red. Markets in Europe
were trading lower during
mid-session deals. The US
markets had ended
sharply higher on
Wednesday. “Positive cues
from global markets fol-

lowing the Fed policy out-
come, as well as domestic
large caps’ upbeat earn-
ings, drove the market
rally. The Fed’s decision
was as expected, while
their positive comment
dismissing the possibility
of a recession and hinting
at a slower pace of rate
hikes in the coming
months boosted global sen-
timents,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Markets rally for 2nd day, climb nearly 2 pc

Mumbai, Jul 28: 

The rupee appreciated
26 paise to close at 79.65
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
tracking a firm trend in
the domestic equities. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
at 79.80 against the green-
back and finally settled at
79.65 (provisional), regis-
tering a rise of 26 paise
over its previous close.
During the session, the
local unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.64 and
a low of 79.85 against the
American currency. On
Wednesday, the rupee de-
clined 13 paise to close at
79.91 against the US dollar.
The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was up
0.12 per cent at 106.58.
Brent crude futures, the

global oil benchmark, rose
1.37 per cent to USD 108.08
per barrel. “Rupee traded
positive on the back of
positive capital markets
and negative dollar reac-
tion after Fed’s 0.75 bps
hike with a data-driven
further stance from Fed
chair Powell,” said Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities.
Trivedi further said that
“higher crude prices kept
gains limited in rupee.

Rupee rises 26 paise to close
at 79.65 against US dollar

Sony SAB’s Shubh Laabh -
Aapkey Ghar Mein has been

taking its audience on a roller-
coaster ride, week on week as the
plot thickens. A series of dramas
unfolded after Shree’s accidental
fall from the cliff. The shocking
reveal of Shree’s powers has left
Shreya in disbelief. But another

big revelation is about to leave
her bewildered. In the upcoming
episodes viewers will witness
shocking twists, when Shree man-
ages to Save Shreya and Savita
through her powers, Shreya is
unable to believe her eyes. Savita
explains to her the reality that
Asha is Shree, her daughter. She
is bestowed with the powers by
Maa Laxmi as she is an avatar of
the mighty goddess. Although
Shree is saved, she wakes up hav-
ing lost all her memory. Shree has
no memory of Savita, nor of her
parents anymore. Shreya is deeply
saddened, while she is coming to
terms with reality, she cannot
help but feel utterly dismayed
that she lost seven beautiful years
with her daughter, and now that
they are reunited, Shree has lost
her memory. Will Shree ever be
able to get her mother’s love, will
the loss of her memory be the end
of her relationship with Shreya
and Savita?

Kamal Haasan welcomes Udhayanidhi
onboard RKFI’s next film

A
ctress Sonakshi Sinha is all set to
star in her brother Kussh S. Sinha's
directorial debut titled 'Nikita Roy

and The Book of Darkness'.
The film also stars Paresh Rawal

and Suhail Nayyar in pivotal roles.
'Nikita Roy and The Book of

Darkness' is produced by NVB
Films headed by Nicky Bhagnani,

Vicky Bhagnani and Ankur Takrani,
Kussh S. Sinha's Kratos Entertainment

and Kinjal Ghone of Nikita Pai Films.
Talking about the film, Sonakshi says,

"Kussh and I wanted to collaborate for the right
kind of project. Finally, we found something that

we both liked and were excited about."
Kussh calls his sister Sonakshi a "talented

actor". "I have always admired her for doing films
which she entirely believed in. I have seen her
grow as an actor and her journey in cinema. Now,
I am going to be a part of it, too. When I found this
script, I asked Sonakshi to take a look at it. We
both felt drawn to the subject and that's when we
decided to take the plunge and work together."

He says he is looking forward to working with
talented artistes such as Paresh Rawal, Sonakshi
and Suhail Nayyar. "It's also a fabulous opportuni-
ty for my team at Kratos Entertainment to collabo-
rate with Nicky Bhagnani and Vicky Bhagnani.
They've been our friends for years and this proj-
ect is a natural extension of that relationship. It's

a complete win-win for all of us." NVBF (Nicky and
Vicky Bhagnani Films) is a fast-growing production

house helmed by brothers, Nicky and Vicky Bhagnani
and Ankur Takrani. 'Nikita Roy and The Book of
Darkness' is produced by NVB Films, Kratos
Entertainment and Nikita Pai Films. The film's directed
by Kussh S. Sinha, stars Sonakshi Sinha, Paresh Rawal
and Suhail Nayyar and is expected to release in 2023.

ACROSS

1. Glamorous ____ Hayworth

5. Play personnel

9. Scrapbook

14. Retirement accounts (abbr.)

15. Foot part

16. Rent

17. Woodworker

19. Alleviates

20. Complete

21. Closeness

23. Lip

24. ____ pilot

25. Motorcycle adjunct

29. Tel Aviv's locale

34. Doctors' org.

35. Dubuque's state

38. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

39. Tibetan monk

41. Kitchen garb

42. Strategy

43. Ancient

44. Sly look

45. And so forth (Abbr.)

46. Gobi, for one

48. Afternoon performance

52. Cereal grains

55. Card game

56. Golf hazard (2 wds.)

60. Fill again

64. Shoe spike

65. Unhappy

67. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

68. Cleveland's lake

69. Refusals

70. Carried

71. Society girls

72. Adorn

DOWN

1. Wedding confetti

2. Tehran's country

3. Small pie

4. Be ambitious

5. Movie house

6. Tiny insect

7. Fragrance

8. Trio number

9. Warns of danger

10. Thin

11. Foundation

12. Utilizes

13. Army cafeteria

18. Funnyman ____ Idle

22. Korean, e.g.

25. Lettuce dish

26. Picture

27. Noblewomen
28. Ready to pick
30. Agent (abbr.)
31. Woody or Tim
32. Make joyous
33. Jousting weapon
36. Natural mineral
37. Angler's bait
40. Summer cooler
41. Church table
47. Decayed
49. Consents
50. Stadium part
51. Away from the coast
53. Made docile
54. Church tower
56. Scram!
57. Voice range
58. Cool!
59. Valley
61. Musical instrument
62. Baldwin or Guinness
63. Office table
66. Bro, e.g.
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Just when you think you have absolutely no
energy left, you're able to kick into a high-
er gear. Push beyond your limits today,
Aquarius. You'll find that you can achieve a
great deal more than you thought. All you
need to do is have confidence in yourself
and try. You have a lot of dynamic power on
your side. You will find that your strength is
greater than ever.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Regardless of how you feel today, Pisces,
it's important to own up to your mistakes.
Keep in mind that you're responsible for
your actions. No matter how much you
might want to shrink away, it's important
to stand up and admit your weaknesses.
Take bold action today in which you com-
mand control of the situation and hold
yourself responsible for the consequences.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

There's an important lesson to learn
today, Aries, so don't shy away from the
classroom. It's important to control your
attitude now or it's likely to control you.
It could be that your ego is a bit too
inflated. You may end up turning people
away if you aren't aware of how your
actions affect them. Or it could be that
you need to change your approach.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Consider the romantic relationships in
your life right now, Taurus. It's impor-
tant to remember that regardless of
how hot and steamy a partnership is at
first, it's vitally important that there be
something to replace that attraction
once the initial romance wears off.
Build your relationships from the
ground up. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today is your day to become a hero, Gemini.
You don't have to be dressed in fancy tights
and a cape to make an important difference
in someone's life. Step up to the plate even
if it isn't your turn at bat. True heroes are the
ones who are able to do what needs to be
done when necessary, regardless of the cir-
cumstances.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

There's a great deal of fun to be had today,
Cancer. Money isn't always necessary to
make this happen, however. In fact,
money isn't a great way to keep score.
Consider the sacrifices you make each
time you strive to earn more cash. There's
a dynamic feeling in the air today that's
asking you to expand your mind in order to
consider other ways to have fun.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Remember that the important thing isn't
necessarily what you're doing but the
people you're with, Leo. There's a great
deal of passion in the air today that you
can latch onto and put to good use. Have
fun and remember to smile. You can
make a great deal of progress toward
your goals as long as you stay motivated. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You could learn a tough lesson today,
Virgo. More than likely, the harder the
message hits you, the more important it
was for you to hear. It's important that
you accept failure gracefully. It could be
that the one who kicks you when you're
down will also be the one who helps you
get up. There are strange twists to this
day that you may not expect. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There's a great deal of fuel to keep your fire
raging today, Libra. Powerful situations are
apt to come your way in which you're asked
to take decisive action. Don't shy away from
added responsibility. Your ego is very strong,
which helps you take charge of any situation.
Just make sure that you don't step on any-
one's toes in the process.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Remember that one wrong move today
could cause you to have a headache for a
good long while, Scorpio. Don't take
uncalculated risks. There's dynamism and
confidence in the air, and even though
you may be tempted to step off the ledge,
think twice about doing so. Keep your
parachute handy. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It's a long road to becoming exactly the
person you want to be, Sagittarius. You
can't change who you are. Input from
every person you know and lessons
from every bump in the road contribute
to who you are as a person. Be proud of
yourself, but also realize that there's a
great deal more internal development
that needs to be done. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You should always leave a loved one with
loving words, Capricorn. Each time you
exit a room, consider that you're never
going to enter that room again. Perhaps
you'll never see those people again. Make
sure you take care of the people you like.
People might need extra attention today to
feel appreciated and important to you. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sonakshi to star in her

brother Kussh S. Sinha’s

directorial debut

H
ollywood star Demi
Moore famously
shaved her head to

play the lead role in 1997's
'G.I. Jane' but she'd now be
"hard-pressed" to alter her
trademark waist-length
tresses again because she
has nothing to "prove".

"I think now that I'm
older, I also know, I don't
have anything to prove. So
if they really need my hair
different, they can give me
a wig," she said, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

She added: "It's also not
as clear how it would grow
back!"

While the "Indecent
Proposal" actress has tried
a variety of styles over the
years, these days she does
"as little as possible" with
her locks and finds it
"stressful" when people

even touch her hair. She
added to People: "I've done
everything to my hair. I've
shaved it. I've dyed it. I've
had a bob. When I'm not
working, I try to do as little
to it as possible."

"It's stressful even hav-
ing someone touch it. If I
don't have anywhere to go,
I don't put heat on it -- I just
try to let it do its own
thing," Moore continued.

She went on stating:
"And I don't wash it too
often."Moore opts for
"dustings" to keep her hair
healthy when it comes to
having them cut. She said,
"I get regular tiny trims.
The rest comes from the
inside out. You have to eat
well, all those things."

The actress vowed to
keep her hair long to defy
stereotypes.

Demi Moore regrets shaving
her head for ‘G.I. Jane’

F
riendships are an
unbreakable bond
that get stronger

with time or just form in
an instant. Resonating
with this thought are ac-
tors Ajay Nagrath,
Abhinav Kapoor, Aanchal
Khurana, and Utkarsh
Gupta from Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s romantic
drama, Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2.

While shooting, Ajay
who plays Aditya/Adi,
Abhinav who plays
Vikrant, Aanchal who
plays Brinda and Utkarsh
who plays Kunal hit the
perfect notes and have
since become close
friends. The group of four
have bonded so well over
time that they make every
day of shoot the best day
to remember!

Elaborating further,
Aanchal Khurana who
plays Brinda shares, “I
was informed that that
Ajay, Abhinav and
Utkarsh have a very seri-
ous demeanour but in re-
ality, they are the sweetest

friends! When I first met
Ajay, Abhinav and
Utkarsh, I was amazed at
how they would constant-
ly make everyone on the
sets laugh! They were

kind enough to involve
me in their shenanigans
and soon, I joined the
bandwagon! Together we
would not only shoot but
even enjoy our time off-

screen. From the time I
joined the show, our
friendship has only
grown every day. I am so
grateful to have met them
through this show!”

Adding to it Ajay
Nagrath who plays Aditya
says, “Working with
Aanchal has been a great
experience! She has so
much love to share and
has a great sense of hu-
mour. She is a kind soul
who is determined and
gives in a 100% to whatev-
er she has set out to
achieve! From having
lunches together to
pulling each other’s legs
on sets, our friendship has
only evolved. Aanchal,
Abhinav, Utkarsh and I
share a fun camaraderie
and a bond that’ll only
keep growing. I know one
thing for sure that they all
are caring individuals. I
hope this bond never
breaks!”

Tune in to Bade Achhe
Lagte Hain 2, every
Monday to Friday at 8:00
PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2 actors Ajay, Abhinav,
Aanchal, and Utkarsh are BFF’s for life!

A
ctor Kamal Haasan on
Wednesday welcomed actor,
producer and politician

Udhayanidhi Stalin on board the 54th
film of his production house, Raaj
Kamal Films International.

Udhayanidhi Stalin will play the
lead in this film which is going to be
produced by Kamal Haasan and R
Mahendran.

The film, tentatively titled
Production #54, will be based on a real
life, historical incident.

Taking to Twitter, Kamal Haasan
wrote, "The history of that day. Let us
remind it. I wish and welcome my
younger brother Udhayanidhi Stalin."

Sources say that the film will be
made on a lavish scale. Kamal Haasan
had announced that Udhayanidhi
would be playing the lead in his com-

pany's next film at a function organ-
ised by Udhayanidhi's Red Giant
Movies. Udhayanidhi in response to
the announcement, had tweeted
in Tamil: "As part of our cele-
brations to mark the 15-
year film journey of Red
Giant movies, we hon-
oured those who had
contributed at a func-
tion in Chennai yes-
terday.

"I thank Kamal
Haasan sir, who
gave me the hon-
our of becoming
the hero of the
next film being
produced by
RKFI and for an-
nouncing it."

What?! Will Shreya find out
that Shree is her daughter?



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  JULY  29,  2022

Tarouba, Jul 28 (PTI):

A full-strength Indian
team in all its might will be
looking to overwhelm West
Indies in its bid to record a
second successive clean
sweep in the three-match
T20I series starting Friday.

With less than three
months left for the T20
World Cup, skipper Rohit
Sharma and coach Rahul
Dravid will get around 16
games (5 vs WI, 5 in Asia
Cup (if India play final), 3
vs Australia, 3 vs South
Africa) to firm up their
core team that will then
play unchanged going into
mega event. The mere
thought of a first eleven
comprising Rohit, Rishabh
Pant, Suryakumar Yadav,
Hardik Pandya and Dinesh
Karthik as the five special-
ists batters in the top six
can have an intimidating
as well as debilitating ef-
fect on the opposition. And
that too at a time when a
player of Virat Kohli's
stature has been failing
miserably in shortest for-
mat and doubts are being
cast about his place in the
playing XI.

The preceding England
series has shown that
India's white ball players
have that imposing alpha-
male like presence out
there in the middle even if
their best player Kohli is
on the wane.

Can Deepak Hooda

challenge Kohli's 
position?

Deepak Hooda, whatev-
er little amount of T20Is
that he has played, has
shown that belongs to this
level. He has a hundred
opening the innings
against Ireland and in the
only T20 that he played
against England, he looked
the part before being
forced to relinquish his
place to Kohli. With his

tight off-breaks adding to
his skill-set, at least three
to four good matches in
this series will certainly
increase Rohit's headache
and also put Kohli under
pressure when he returns
for Asia Cup in the UAE.
Number three will be the
only position that will be a
bone of contention as far
as India's batting order is
concerned going into the
T20 World Cup.

Rohit-Pant pair could
be way forward in T20I

In terms of sheer num-
bers, the Pant-Rohit open-
ing pair didn't set the stage
on fire against England
but statistics often do not
provide the bigger picture.
The left-right combination
has shown intent to domi-
nate and with their kind of
range could prove to be a
nightmare for any opposi-
tion on a given day. On
tacky West Indies tracks
where spinners could oper-
ate in Powerplay, the duo
could be even doubly dan-
gerous and as far as
Australian wickets are
concerned, their ability to
effortlessly play horizontal
bat shots would keep them
in a good stead.

West Indies look for
improvements

Boasting a few T20 spe-
cialists and hard-hitters,
the hosts are likely to go
with the same squad fea-
turing such as Brandon
King, Kyle Mayers, and
Rovman Powell that beat
Bangladesh 2-0 in the
three-match series back
home earlier this month.
The likes of Myers and
skipper Pooran are also in
good form with the bat,
and that could give West
Indies the right amount of
confidence to give India a
tough fight.

1st T20: India eye encore
against hapless Windies

Match starts: 8 PM IST 

Galle, Sri Lanka (AP), Jul 28:

Sri Lanka fought
Pakistan and rain for a 246-
run victory and a split in
their two-match test series
on Thursday.

Set an improbable target
of 508 runs to win,
Pakistan was bowled out
for 261 with a session to
spare in its second innings
on Day 5 at the Galle
International Stadium.

After bad light and rain
ended play early the past
two days, Sri Lanka's
bowlers responded well
and were backed up by ex-
cellent fielding on a gloomy
final day. Left-arm spinner
Prabath Jayasuriya contin-
ued to impress in his third
test match, finishing with a
five-wicket haul, and eight
wickets for the game, to be
named player of the series.

He was backed by off-
spinner Ramesh Mendis,
who took four wickets in
the second innings.

Resuming play at 89-1,
Pakistan lost opening bat-
ter Imam-ul-Haq in the
third over of the morning
but a 79-run stand between
captain Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan gave
hope of a draw that would
secure a 1-0 series victory.

However, a moment of
indiscretion saw Rizwan
leaving a straight ball from
Jayasuriya and he was
bowled for 37. A collapse
from the visitors' middle
order soon followed as they
went from 176-2 to 188-5 by
lunch.

Babar was Sri Lanka's
biggest challenge, and
Pakistan's only remaining

hope, but he was dismissed
leg before wicket by a
straight ball from
Jayasuriya for 81. The last
five Pakistani wickets fell
for 56 runs. Dhananjaya de
Silva was leading Sri
Lanka in the absence of
skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne, who was out
with back spasms. De Silva
scored a century in Sri

Lanka's second innings
and was named Man of the
Match. The series is being
played against the back-
drop of Sri Lanka's worst
economic crisis since inde-
pendence. There is a severe
shortage of fuel, medicine
and cooking gas and eco-
nomic experts have
warned of a pending food
crisis.

Sri Lanka beats Pakistan to
earn split of two-test series

Sri Lanka's captain Dimuth Karunaratne (L) and Pakistan's captain Babar Azam (R) pose with the Test
trophy after Sri Lanka won the second cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 28.

Brisbane, Jul 28 (PTI):

All-rounder Pooja
Vastrakar became the lat-
est Indian cricketer to sign
for Brisbane Heat for the
upcoming edition of the
Women's Big Bash League
(WBBL).

The 22-year-old will be-
come the third Indian
woman cricketer to play
for Brisbane Heat. Smriti
Mandhana and Poonam
Yadav had previously
played for the side.

"Pooja is an outstanding
athlete. She bowls with
sharp pace, can find the
boundary with the bat
down the order and is an
absolute jet in the field,"
Brisbane Heat coach
Ashley Noffke said in
statement posted on the
club's website.

"We're very pleased to
welcome her to the WBBL
and are excited about the
experience we can offer
her. She's certainly a play-
er of the future for India
and one that we expect can
make a difference for the
Heat this summer," Noffke
added.

Vastrakar, a key mem-
ber of the Indian team,
and someone who played a
vital role in the side's re-
cent victories against Sri

Lanka, is currently recov-
ering from COVID-19.

She also played a pivotal
role during India's World
Cup campaign in New
Zealand earlier this year,
finishing as the side's sec-
ond-leading wicket-taker
and playing an impressive
knock of 67 off 59 balls
against Pakistan.

WBBL: India all-rounder
Pooja Vastrakar joins

Brisbane Heat

Birmingham, Jul 28 (PTI):

A podium finish on its
mind, the Indian women's
hockey team would look to
bury the ghosts of a disas-
trous World Cup campaign
by steam-rolling minnows
Ghana in the
Commonwealth Games
opener on Thursday.

The Indian women are
clubbed in Pool A along-
side hosts England,
Canada, Wales and Ghana,
while Australia, South
Africa, New Zealand,
Scotland and Kenya com-
plete Pool B.

Just like their male
counterparts, the Indian
women returned empty-
handed from the last edi-
tion of the Games in Gold
Coast, finishing fourth

after being routed 0-6 by
England in the bronze
medal play-off match.

Going into Games, the
Indian women must have
been haunted by their
below-par effort in the re-

cently concluded World
Cup in Spain and the
Netherlands, where the
Savita Punia-led side fin-
ished a disappointing
ninth.

And the Janneke

Schopman-coached side
would be desperate to
prove that it is a far better
side than what the recent
results indicate. They
would be itching to prove
their detractors wrong
about the perception that a
historic fourth place finish
in last year's Tokyo
Olympics was a mere
fluke.

The Indian women
would also be hoping to
break their 16-year medal
brought in the Games
here. The India's last
medal -- a silver -- in CWG
came in 2006 Melbourne.

The only other medal
that Indian women bagged
in the Games since hockey
introduction in 1998 was a
gold in the 2002 edition in
Manchester.

Birmingham, Jul 28 (PTI):

World champion Nikhat
Zareen and reigning
Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain have
been handed a relatively
easy opening round draws
in the women's boxing
competition of the
Commonwealth Games
which begins here with
the opening ceremony on
Thursday.

Nikhat will open her
campaign in the women's
48-50kg light flyweight cat-
egory against Helena
Ismael Bagao of
Mozambique on Sunday. A
victory would see her pit-
ted against another easy
opponent in Helen Jones
of Wales in the quarterfi-
nals.

Lovlina will also be up
against the lesser-known
Ariane Nicholson of New
Zealand in her opening

light middle weight (66-
70kg) bout on Saturday,
and a win will pit her
against Gold Coast silver
medallist Rosie Eccles of
Wales in the quarterfinals.

The Welsh boxer, who
won a silver medal in 2016
and a bronze in 2019
E u r o p e a n
Championships, got a bye
in the first round.

In the lightweight (57-
60kg) division, Jasmine
will feature straight in the
quarterfinals after getting
a first round bye.

But a tricky quarterfi-
nal final awaits Jasmine
as she will be up against
2018 Gold Coast bronze
medallist Troy Garton of
New Zealand on August 4.

In the women's mini-
mum weight (45-48kg) cate-
gory, Nitu needs just a win
to secure a medal as only
eight boxers are featured
in the draw. She will
square up against Nicole
Clyde of Northern Ireland
in the quarterfinals on
August 3.

Among men, Asian
Games gold medallist and
2018 CWG silver medallist
Amit Panghal will kick-off
his campaign against
Vanuatu's Namri Berri in
the flyweight (48-51kg) cat-
egory on August 1.

Port of Spain, Jul 28 (PTI):

Shubman Gill
might have been
unlucky to miss
out on a maiden in-
ternational ton but
was happy that he
could convert a good
start, something that
was amiss in the first two
games.

Gill was out for 64 and 43
in the first two games and
was "disappointed" that he
frittered away the solid
starts.

"I was disappointed with
how I got out in the first
two matches. I tried to ro-
tate strike. After the rain
break, we let our instincts
take over. I just wanted one
more over when we
walked out before the last
break," said the flamboy-
ant right-handed batter,
who remained stranded on
98 when rain played spoil-
sport. Gill, who remained
not out on his career-best
score, said had he got one
more over he would have
definitely reached the
three-figure mark.

"It was bittersweet (mis-
sion century). I was ex-
pecting to get 100. It was
not under my control as it
rained, but I was happy
with my innings," he said
in the post-match presen-
tation ceremony here on

Wednesday after India
made a 3-0 series sweep
over the West Indies on
Wednesday. Gill played a
pivotal role in India's suc-
cess, finishing as the top-
scorer with 205 runs while
opening the batting along
side skipper Shikhar
Dhawan. The Punjab bat-
ter was all praise for the
Queen's Park Oval pitches
that produced big runs in
all the three ODIs.

Was disappointed in manner I
got out in first two games: Gill

Hockey at CWG: Indian
women look to bury WC ghosts

Boxing in CWG: Nikhat, Lovlina get easy opening draws

Nikhat Zareen

GYMNAST TRAINS

A gymnast trains ahead of the opening of Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022, in Birmingham, UK.

Bristol, Jul 28 (AP):

Jonny Bairstow kept up his
strong all-format form this sum-
mer by smashing a 53-ball 90 in
England's 41-run win over
South Africa on Wednesday in
the first Twenty20 international
of the three-match series.
Bairstow hit eight sixes and
three fours to help guide
England to 234-6 after being
put in to bat at Bristol.
Moeen Ali weighed in by crash-
ing 52 off 18 balls, including six
sixes, an England record for the
fastest 50 in a Twenty20 cricket
international. Moeen reached
his 50 in just 16 balls, beating
teammate Liam Livingstone's
year-old record by a single

delivery. It means a lot, there
are guys in our changing room
who score quickly and now I
can brag about fastest 50 in T20
cricket for England," Moeen
said. This was a nice-sized
ground for someone like myself,
who isn't the most massive hit-
ter of a ball."
South Africa slumped to 7-2
after two overs and could only
make 193-8 in response despite
Tristan Stubbs' 72 off 28 deliv-
eries.
Bairstow was a standout for
England in the test match for-
mat against New Zealand and
India this summer. In his last
five test innings, he hit 136,
162, 71 not out, 106 and 114 not
out.

Bairstow stars again, England
beats South Africa in 1st T20

Students take part in a programme organised on the eve of the International Tiger Day, at a school, in Moradabad, Thursday.

INT’L TIGER DAY 

Women belonging to Devipujak community mourn beside the grave of their deceased family members during Diwaso
festival, at a graveyard in Ahmedabad, Thursday.

DIWASO FEST 

Kolkata, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The BJP's West Bengal
unit on Thursday took
out a rally here to protest
against alleged irregular-
ities in teacher recruit-
ment in schools and de-
manded the removal of
arrested cabinet minister
Partha Chatterjee.

Led by BJP's state presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
and other senior party
leaders, the protest march
- Kolkata Chalo - began at
College Street and is
scheduled to culminate at
Rani Rashmoni road in
central Kolkata.

"The corruption in
School Service
Commission is just the tip
of the iceberg. The entire
TMC and its government
are knee-deep in corrup-
tion. Partha Chatterjee

must be immediately
sacked from the ministry,
and other corrupt leaders
should be put behind
bars," Majumdar said.

Carrying posters and
placards, the BJP ac-
tivists shouted slogans
against the Mamata
Banerjee government and
its education department.

They demanded that

the culprits behind the al-
leged scam should be put
behind bars.

Chatterjee now holds
the portfolios of com-
merce and industry, par-
liamentary affairs, infor-
mation technology and
electronics, public enter-
prises and industrial re-
construction in the state
cabinet.

He was on July 23 ar-
rested by the
Enforcement Directorate
which is probing into the
money trail involved in
the scam.

Crores of rupees in cash
along with other items
were allegedly recovered
from the residence of a
woman, who is considered
to be a close associate of
Chatterjee. PTI could not
independently verify the
information.

Chatterjee was the state
education minister when
the alleged scam took
place. Another central
agency CBI, as directed
by the Calcutta High
Court, is also probing the
alleged irregularities in
the recruitment of
Group-C and D staff as
well as teachers in gov-
ernment-sponsored and-
aided schools on recom-
mendations of the West
Bengal School Service
Commission.

HC grants liberty to NGO to meet gangrape victim

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has granted liberty to an
NGO to meet a woman, who
was allegedly gangraped
and paraded in the area
wearing a garland of
footwear and beaten by
family members of the ac-
cused, saying that present-
ly there is no restriction in
the meeting of any individ-
ual or organisation with
the victim for rendering
any assistance.

The high court, however,
said no political colour
shall be given to the inci-
dent, nor any religious re-
flection be added out of
context, to avoid distortion
of the criminal justice sys-

tem.
It may be reiterated that

a meeting generally cannot
be denied for providing
necessary legal aid and as-
sistance, if so required by
the victim, to ensure deliv-
ery of justice and fair trial
but the caution remains
that such meetings are not
used inappropriately for
creating any 'law and order
situation or arousing the
emotions of a particular
community in an adverse
manner, thereby disturbing
the public tranquillity or
likely to cause a breach of
peace, Justice Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta said.

The high court said that
reflection of the crime by
the petitioner NGO, United

Sikhs, as a targeted crime
against a member of a mi-
nority community cannot
be appreciated.

The reply filed by DSLSA
(Delhi State Legal Services
Authority) clearly reflects
that due legal assistance
stands provided to the vic-
tim to ensure the safe-
guarding of her rights.
Further, the disbursal of
interim compensation of
Rs.2.5 lakh to the victim
has also been ensured. As
such, concerns expressed
on behalf of the petitioner,
regarding the provision of
legal aid to the victim stand
addressed, it said.

It further said, since, at
present, there is no restric-
tion or bar in the meeting

of any individual or organ-
isation with the victim for
rendering any assistance
as per stand of the respon-
dents, the petitioner
through representatives is
at liberty to meet or inter-
act with the victim in ac-
cordance with the law.

"Respondents, in view of
submissions made by ASC
(additional standing coun-
sel), shall ensure to facili-
tate any such meeting if
any intimation is given in
this regard by the represen-
tatives of the petitioner, to
obviate any concerns.
However, it may be ob-
served that any political
colour shall not be given to
the incident, nor any reli-
gious reflection added out

of context, to avoid distor-
tion of the criminal justice
system, the court said.

The court's order came
while disposing of a plea by
the NGO seeking to meet
through its two representa-
tives and interact with the
victim and her family for
the purposes of providing
them legal aid, assistance,
and representation for
proper investigation and
before the courts of law, as
per their choice to get due
justice.

According to the prose-
cution, the woman was al-
legedly gangraped on
January 26 after which she
was paraded in the local
area wearing a garland of
footwear and beaten up by

the family members of the
accused. A case of gan-
grape, criminal intimida-
tion, and criminal conspir-
acy was registered at Vivek
Vihar Police Station.

The NGO claimed that a
woman belonging to a reli-
gious minority was vic-
timised, outraging the reli-
gious feelings of Sikhs. The
NGO said that its represen-
tatives were not allowed to
meet and interact with the
victim and the whole area
near the woman's house
was cordoned off.

The court was informed
by the counsel for the State
that there was no reserva-
tion on the part of the State
for the meeting of any indi-
vidual or organisation with

the victim in accordance
with law and the woman
was stated to have been al-
ready provided with the
necessary legal aid services.

The high court, in its
order, said the petitioner
seeks to raise important is-
sues regarding the rights of
the victim for legal aid, as-
sistance, and representa-
tion for proper investiga-
tion before the courts of
law as per their choice as
well as seeks to confer
rights on the organisations
of the nature of the peti-
tioner to meaningfully in-
tervene and assist for the
aforesaid purpose.

The courts have also
been proactive in balancing
and ensuring that the

rights of victims are duly
addressed from the partici-
patory stage of the investi-
gation till the culmination
of proceedings in an appeal
or revision. The said rights
are another facet of human
rights implicit in the guar-
antee of Article 21 of the
Constitution, it said.

Regarding the NGO's
grievance that the victim
has been illegally denied
fair and effective assistance
by refusing permission to
its representatives to meet
her, the court said it was
clarified and submitted by
the state's counsel that there
is no reservation for meet-
ing any individual or organ-
isation with the victim in
accordance with the law.

‘Delhi children to form world’s 
largest tricolour on Aug 4’

New Delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Thousands of children
will come together seeking
to create a world record of
making the largest layout
of the tricolour on August
4, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced on
Thursday. In an online
briefing, Kejriwal lament-
ed that several nations
have witnessed rapid
growth and surpassed
India in the last 75 years.

According to an offi-
cial, around 50,000 chil-
dren from Delhi govern-
ment schools are likely to
participate in the event
that will be held at the

Burari Grounds
here. "The Lord
has blessed
India with abun-
dance of rivers,
mineral ores,
m o u n t a i n s ,
herbs, crops,
oceans and seas.
Indians are the
smartest and
most hardwork-
ing in the world,
yet why do we
lag behind?" he said. "If
we leave the country at
the mercy of these lead-
ers and their parties, then
we'll stay behind the
world for another 75
years," he added. Kejriwal

urged "130 crore
Indians" to come
together and
take a pledge to
make the coun-
try the greatest
and the
strongest in the
world. "Seventy
five years ago,
when the whole
country came
together, we
drove the

British out. Today, we all
have to come together
again to make India the
greatest country in the
world," he said. He em-
phasised that it has to be a
collective effort and ex-

pressed confidence that
the days of India becom-
ing the "best country" in
the world are not far. "Can
India lead the world, some
people ask me? Why not,
is how I respond. I need to
ask everyone, what do you
think? why can't India
rise to become the world's
greatest country?

"But to accomplish this,
we must all work togeth-
er," he stressed. He said the
participation of entrepre-
neurs, farmers, industrial-
ists, labourers, members
of service class, doctors,
engineers, and lawyers is
needed to realise the
dream.

Hyderabad, Jul 28 (PTI): 

Bachpan Bachao
Andolan (BBA) on
Thursday said it has
signed two memoranda of
understanding (MoUs)
with government agen-
cies of Telangana to
strengthen institutional
framework, intensify
State mechanisms for pro-
tection, reintegration and
rehabilitation of children.

BBA is a frontline anti-
trafficking and anti-slav-
ery grassroots-level move-
ment in the country that
was founded by Nobel
Peace Laureate Kailash

Satyarthi in 1980.
The first MoU was

signed on Wednesday
with State Child
Protection Society (SCPS)
and Department of
Women Development &
Child Welfare (WCD) and
the second was signed
today with Women's
Safety Wing (WSW) of the
Telangana police that
would further strengthen
the Project Bharosa', a re-
lease from BBA said here.
The MoU with State SCPS
and WCD would come
into effect from August 1
and remain in force for
three years, while the sec-
ond agreement with WSW
is for one year, it said.

The two pacts would en-

sure effective implemen-
tation of protection pro-
grammes, rescue, reinte-
gration and rehabilitation
of children and women
who have been victims of
forced and bonded labour
and trafficking, the re-
lease said.

The agreement with
SCPS and WCD would
aim to build a robust safe-
ty net around children
and aim to transform
12,500 villages in the State
into child-friendly ones.
To begin with, one NITI
Aayog Aspirational
District' Kumuram
Bheem Asifabad would be
the first district to be
turned into a child-friend-
ly district.

CSL delivers country’s first
IAC-1 ‘Vikrant’ to Navy

Kochi, Jul 28 (PTI): 

The Cochin Shipyard
Ltd (CSL) on Thursday de-
livered the country's first
indigenously-built aircraft
carrier (IAC-1) to the
Indian Navy which would
induct and commission
the vessel into service as
the INS Vikrant. Defence
sources, who confirmed
delivery of the vessel to
the Navy, told PTI that the
official induction and com-
missioning of the IAC is
likely to take place in
August this year.

The IAC would serve to
bolster India's position in
the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR) and its quest for a
blue water Navy, a Defence
release said. The CSL, in a
press release, also con-
firmed the delivery of the
vessel, which is the largest

warship ever to be built in
India, having a deep dis-
placement of close to
45,000 tonnes and is also
considered as the most am-
bitious naval vessel project
of the country. The IAC is

"christened after her illus-
trious predecessor --
India's first aircraft carrier
which played a vital role in
the 1971 war", the release
said. "Coinciding with the
celebrations to commemo-

rate the 75th anniversary
of India's independence
'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', the reincarna-
tion of Vikrant is a true
testimony to the country's
zeal and fervour in pursu-
ing capability build up to-
wards enhanced maritime
security," it said.

The 262 metre long carri-
er is much larger and ad-
vanced than her predeces-
sor and is powered by four
gas turbines totalling 88
MW power and has a maxi-
mum speed of 28 Knots.
Built at an overall cost of
close to Rs 20,000 crores,
the project progressed in
three phases of contract
between the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) and CSL,
which concluded in May
2007, December 2014 and
October 2019, respectively,
the release said.

p For child protection
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Indian Navy personnel while taking delivery of the prestigious
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) ‘Vikrant from her builder
Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi.

Bachpan Bachao Andolan
ties up with T’gana govt 

Says no restriction on meeting for rendering help

BJP  demands removal of arrested Bengal minister
SCHOOL JOBS SCAM

BJP supporters during a protest rally against the SSC
scam, in Kolkata, Thursday.

‘Urbanisation 
cause temperature
differences in Delhi’
New Delhi, July 28 (PTI):
Earth Sciences Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said urbanisa-
tion was one of main caus-
es that can influence the
changes in temperature
pattern in Delhi and form
heat islands.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, he said the
steep rise in pre-monsoon
surface air temperature,
land surface temperature
and relative humidity in
Delhi/NCR of late was a
cause of concern.

He said there has been a
rise in maximum and min-
imum temperature over
Delhi during pre-monsoon
season during the last
three years, but there was
no such increase in rela-
tive humidity.


