
Suspended 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Amarnath Yatra
has been suspended
between Panchtarni and
the cave due to inclement
weather, officials said on
Tuesday. Heavy rainfall
occurred in the mountains
around the holy cave shrine
this afternoon due to which
water level in a nearby
stream also rose, they said.
The pilgrims were rushed
back to Panchtarni camp,
the officials said, adding
that there are no reports of
any loss of life or injuries
or damage to property due
to the rains.

Mishap
SSuullttaannppuurr:: Two employ-
ees of the Uttar Pradesh
transport department
died on Tuesday when a
speeding truck hit them
during a vehicle checking
drive here, police said.
Assistant Regional
Transport Officer
(Enforcement) Rakesh
Kumar Verma said con-
tractual driver Abdul
Mobin (52) and constable
Arun Singh (50) had sig-
nalled a truck to stop
during the checking in
Madhavpur Chatauna vil-
lage but it accelerated
and ran them over.

Arrested 
TThhrriissssuurr:: Actor Vineeth
Thattil was arrested here
on Tuesday for allegedly
assaulting a man from
Alappuzha, police said.
Police said Thattil (45) was
arrested for assaulting
Alappuzha-native Alex on
July 24 that led to the lat-
ter getting hospitalised. A
case under Section 308
(attempt to commit culpa-
ble homicide) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered
against Thattil, police said.

Trials 
CChheennnnaaii:: Drone start-up
Garuda Aerospace Pvt Ltd
on Tuesday said it has
commenced conducting
trials for the Army with
drones for defence pur-
poses. The main objective
is to demonstrate drones
and anti-drone technolo-
gy to diversify applica-
tions to support security
mandates and serve the
nation, Garuda Aerospace
said in a statement here.

Suicide
PPiilliibbhhiitt:: A 16-year-old girl
hanged herself to death
after she was allegedly
molested by a youth here,
police said on Tuesday.
Both the victim and the
accused belong to the Dalit
community and hailed
from the same village, they
said. A case has been reg-
istered against one Sanjay
at the Sungarhi Kotwali
police station under the
Indian Penal Code and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO), the police said.
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BRIEF

President Droupadi Murmu
with Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during a meeting, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Terming as "serious"
the promise of "irrational
freebies" made by political
parties during elections,
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday wondered why
the Centre was hesitant
about taking a stand on
the issue.

The court also asked the
Centre whether the view
of the Finance
Commission can been
sought to deal with the
issue after the Election
Commission said it cannot
regulate political parties
on it.

"Why don't you say that
you have nothing to do

with it and the Election
Commission has to take a
call. I am asking whether
the Government of India
is considering it a serious
issue or not?

"Why are you hesitating
to take a stand? You take a
stand and then we will de-
cide whether these free-
bies are to be continued or
not. You file a detailed
counter (affidavit)," Chief

Justice of India N V
Ramana told Additional
Solicitor General K M
Natraj.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli,
was hearing a PIL against
the practice of political
parties promising freebies
during elections. The peti-
tioner wanted the Election
Commission to invoke its
powers to freeze their elec-
tion symbols and cancel
their registration.

The bench, during the
brief hearing, sought the
views of senior advocate
and Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal, who was in the
courtroom in connection
with another matter, on
the issue of freebies made
during and after polls.

"This is a serious matter.
Truly serious! The solu-

tions are very difficult but
the issue is extremely seri-
ous. It is the Finance
Comission which gives out
allocation to the states...
they can take into account
the debt of a state and the
quantum of freebies.

"Finance commission is
the appropriate authority
to deal with it. Maybe we
can invite the commission
to look into this aspect. We
cannot expect the
Government of India to
issue directions to states.
This is not possible and
this will create a political
issue," Sibal said.

Sibal said the Finance
Commission can take an
informed view with regard
to freebies, their quantum
and the financial condition
of the state where the
promises are sought to be
implemented.

Raipur, Jul 26:

BJP national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra on
Tuesday claimed the
Congress thinks it is enti-
tled to indulge in "dacoity"
and no one should question
it.

He slammed the
Congress for its 'satyagrah'
against the questioning of
party president Sonia
Gandhi by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a
money laundering case
linked to the National
Herald newspaper.

Gandhi on Tuesday ap-
peared before the ED in
Delhi for her second round
of questioning in the case.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Kushabhau
Thakre Parisar, the BJP of-
fice in Chhattisgarh capital
Raipur, Patra said, I feel
many times that for the
Congress, the meaning of
ED was 'entitlement for da-
coity'. They thought they

were entitled to indulge in
dacoity and no one should
question them."

Those who are corrupt
should not think that they
will not be investigated, he
said.

Zero tolerance against
corruption has been the
BJP's motto. The way
Congress party has been
doing a drama of satyagrah
against Sonia Gandhi's ap-
pearance before the ED in
National Herald case today,
the whole country is watch-

ing it," he said.
The opposition is left

with no issues to raise,
Patra said.

Hitting out at the
Congress for staging the
'satyagrah', he said, Sonia ji
we want a confession, not
commotion."

"An investigation is a due
process. The process of law
of the land will take its due
course and come to a logical
conclusion. This is the
beauty of India, he said.

Patra claimed that "cash
to the tune of Rs 21 crore
was seized from West
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee, cash was recov-
ered from sitting Aam
Aadmi Party minister (in
Delhi) Satyendra Jain, and
court has made strong ob-
servations in the National
Herald case wherein Rs
5,000 crore was embezzled".

So, the BJP asks the coun-
try that should an investiga-
tion not be carried out in
these cases? he said.

Dantewada, Jul 26 (PTI): 

A Naxalite wanted in 19
criminal cases and carrying
a bounty of Rs 5 lakh was
gunned down by police in
an encounter in  Dantewada
district, an official said on
Tuesday.

The face-off took place on
the intervening night of
Monday-Tuesday between
the insurgents and the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) in a forest surround-
ing Jabrametta under
Katekalyan police station
limits, he said. The ultras
targeted security personnel

who were out on a search
operation in a forest patch,
prompting the DRG to retal-
iate, the official said. The
rebels fled into the forest
taking advantage of the
darkness. During a search
of the area, the security per-
sonnel recovered the body
of a slain Naxal, identified
as Budhram Markam, a
member of Katekalyan area
committee of the outlawed
movement, the official said.
As many as 19 cases were
registered against Markam
and he was carrying a cash
reward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head, he said. All the securi-
ty personnel were safe and
the search operation was
underway in the area, he
added.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):  

The Enforcement
Directorate Tuesday ques-
tioned Congress President
Sonia Gandhi for over six
hours on the second day of
her appearance in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said.

Officials said she has
been asked to appear again
on Wednesday.

She left the agency's of-
fice in central Delhi just
before 7 pm on Tuesday
after recording her state-
ment. The Congress leader

had reached the ED office
around 11 am with her Z+

armed security cover, and
accompanied by her chil-
dren Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

While Priyanka Gandhi
stayed back at the ED of-
fice, Rahul Gandhi left
soon after.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday led the
nation in paying tributes to
the armed forces personnel
who fought valiantly in
extremely harsh conditions to
defend the country's territory
during the Kargil conflict.
On July 26, 1999, the Indian
Army announced the success-
ful culmination of "Operation
Vijay", declaring victory after
a nearly three-month-long
battle on the icy heights of
Kargil in Ladakh.
The day is observed as 'Kargil
Vijay Diwas' to commemorate
India's victory over Pakistan
in the war. "Kargil Vijay
Diwas is a symbol of extraor-
dinary bravery, valour and

determination of our armed
forces. I bow to all the brave
soldiers who laid down their
lives to protect Mother India.
The country will always be
indebted to them and their
family members. Jai Hind,"
Murmu said in a tweet in
Hindi.
The President is the supreme
commander of the armed
forces.
In a tweet, Prime Minister
Modi said Kargil Vijay Diwas
is a symbol of pride and glory
for the country.
"Kargil Vijay Diwas is a sym-
bol of pride and glory of 'Maa
Bharati'. On this occasion, I
salute all the brave sons of
the country who achieved the
height of valour in the
defence of the motherland.
Jai Hind," he said.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Nineteen opposition
MPs, including seven from
the TMC and six from the
DMK, were suspended on
Tuesday from attending the
sitting of the Rajya Sabha
till Friday for disrupting
the proceedings of the
House.

The opposition MPs, who
stalled the proceedings
since the start of the mon-
soon session of Parliament
on July 18 over price rise
and the levy of the GST on
daily essentials, entered the
Well of the House shouting
slogans. Deputy Chairman
Harivansh repeatedly
asked them to return to
their seats but when they
refused, he asked the treas-

ury benches to move a mo-
tion for their suspension.
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan moved a
motion to suspend 10 MPs
from the sitting of the
House for the remainder of
the week for their "miscon-
duct" by showing "utter dis-
regard to the House and au-
thority of the chair".

But when Harivansh put
the motion to vote, he read
out the names of 19 mem-
bers. The motion was car-
ried by a voice vote. When
some opposition MPs de-
manded a division of
votes, the chair said he
would do so if the mem-
bers returned to their seats
and the House was
brought to order.

Kolkata, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday grilled West
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee and his alleged
associate Arpita
Mukherjee, arrested in con-
nection with the school jobs
scam, sources said.

The agency also issued
summons to Manik
Bhattacharya, TMC MLA
and former president of the
West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education
(WBBSE), for questioning
in connection with the
scam.

Chatterjee, who was
brought back to Kolkata at
6.30 AM after a thorough
check-up at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, was
straightaway taken to the
ED office at CGO complex.
He is being questioned.

A special ED court on
Monday remanded both

Chatterjee and Mukherjee
to ED custody till August 3
on a prayer by the agency
for questioning them to un-
earth the alleged money
trail involved in the teacher
recruitment scam. While
Chatterjee was produced
before the special court
through the virtual mode
as per a Calcutta High
Court order, Mukherjee
was physically produced
before it. The high court
had on Sunday directed
that Chatterjee be taken to
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, for a
medical check-up by spe-
cialists of various depart-
ments on Monday.

The ED challenged a
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (in-charge)
court's order sending
Chatterjee to state-run
SSKM Hospital after his
lawyers claimed he was ill.
The agency asserted that
the court cannot specify a
medical facility.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The defence ministry on
Tuesday approved the procure-
ment of military equipment
and weapons worth Rs 28,000
crore that included swarm
drones, carbines and bullet-
proof jackets.
The procurement proposals
were cleared by the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.
"The Acceptance of Necessity
(AoN) for capital acquisition
proposals of the armed forces
amounting to Rs 28,732 crore
were accorded by the DAC,"
the defence ministry said in a
statement. The approval to the
new procurement proposals

came amid India's over two-
year-long border row with
China in eastern Ladakh.
The ministry said approval to
procure four lakh close quar-
ter battle carbines was grant-
ed to combat the "current
complex paradigm of conven-
tional and hybrid warfare".
"This is set to provide a major
impetus to the small arms
manufacturing industry in
India and enhancing
AtmaNirbharta (self-reliance)
in small arms," the ministry
said. "Considering the demand
of enhanced protection
against the threat of enemy
snipers to our troops deployed
along the Line of Control, and
in close combat operations in
counter-terrorism scenario,
the DAC accorded AoN for bul-
letproof jackets with Indian
Standard BIS VI level of pro-
tection," it said.

Court defers order on
bail pleas of Teesta

Setalvad, Sreekumar

Ahmedabad, Jul 26 (PTI):

A court here in Gujarat
on Tuesday deferred till
Thursday its order on the
bail pleas of activist Teesta
Setalvad and former DGP
RB Sreekumar in a case of
fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons in
connection with the 2002
communal riots. The court
of Additional Principal
Judge DD Thakkar was
scheduled to pronounce
the order on Tuesday but
said he will do so on
Thursday as the order was
not ready yet. The court
had last week reserved its
order after hearing argu-
ments from the counsels
appearing for Setalvad,
Sreekumar and the prose-
cution.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Chasing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's dream of run-
ning 75 Vande Bharat trains in
75 weeks, the third such train
will leave the Integral Coach
Factory (ICF) in Chennai on
August 12 for trials, sources
said on Tuesday.
The train is likely to be run on
a specific route in south India
from November.
Railway sources said the oper-
ations of the semi-high speed
(160-200 kilometres per hour)
Vande Bharat trial will be
started before August 15.
While it is yet to be confirmed,
Modi could flag off the train
from Chennai.
The trial of the train will be
conducted from Kota in
Rajasthan to Nagda section of
Madhya Pradesh. 

‘Irrational freebies’
in polls serious issue’
̈ Questions govt’s

hesitation on 
taking stand

‘Cong entitled to commit ‘dacoity’
and no one should question it’

Sambit Patra 

Naxal wanted in 19
criminal cases killed
̈ In encounter 

with police

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED records Sonia’s statement 
̈ To appear 

again today

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi arrives to appear

before the ED for questioning
in connection with the

National Herald case, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and several other party MPs
were detained by police at
Vijay Chowk here on Tuesday
after they staged a protest
against Sonia Gandhi's ques-
tioning by the Enforcement
Directorate.
The former Congress president
and the MPs had gathered at
the Vijay Chowk to march
towards the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to draw the President's
attention to the alleged misuse
of central agencies by the gov-

ernment, but were stopped by
the police. Gandhi was put in a
police bus but officials did not
disclose where he was being
taken. Other Congress MPs
were detained and taken away
in separate police buses.

Rahul Gandhi detained 

SECURITY CHECK

Applicants undergo security check before appearing for the Agniveer exam for 
recruit to armed force, in Patna, Tuesday. 

19 Oppn MPs suspended
from RS for week

India commemorates
Kargil Vijay Diwas

ED grills arrested Bengal min

Meanwhile, ED issued sum-
mons to Bhattacharya, a
TMC MLA from Nadia dis-
trict and a former president
of WBBSE, asking him to
depose before officials of
the agency at CGO Complex
at noon on Wednesday,
sources said. ED had
already conducted search
operations on
Bhattacharya's residential
premises on July 22.
Congress leader Adhir
Chowdhury has urged West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee "to imme-
diately sack" Chatterjee
from the state cabinet.
In a letter written to
Banerjee, Chowdhury
claimed that "irregularities"
in the recruitment process
by the School Service
Commission (SSC) is an
"open secret".

ED summons 
TMC MLA ̈ Till July 28

BOOST TO ARMY

DAC approves arms procurement
proposals worth Rs 28,732 cr

̈ To buy swarm
drones, carbines

Vande Bharat Trains

Latest version
to leave factory

by Aug 12

CBI books former

RS MP K D Singh
New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
filed an FIR against for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP K D
Singh for allegedly cheat-
ing people by offering 10
times return on their in-
vestments in his compa-
nies, officials said on
Tuesday.

The agency has booked
Singh, a former
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MP, and eight oth-
ers, including his son
Karandeep Singh, for al-
legedly cheating people by
taking investments worth
crores of rupees in his
companies Alchemist
Infra Reality Limited and
Alchemist Township
Limited, they said.
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Bhilai, Jul 26: Work re-
mained badly affected at
all the government offices
of the district on the sec-
ond day of the pen-down
strike being staged by the
government employees /
officers of the state. All the
government schools and
colleges also wore a desert-
ed look as the teachers and
other staff participated in
the strike. Offices of all
the civic bodies also re-
mained closed. Health
services were also badly
hit as the paramedical and
administrative staff of the
health department stayed

away from work. Except
for a few venues, the vacci-
nation drive had also come
to a standstill. The pa-
tients had to seek treat-
ment at the private hospi-
tals / nursing homes as
there was no staff at
Supela Government
Hospital and other health
centres. The District
Hospital is operating with
limited staff.

On the call of
Chhattisgarh Employees
Officers Federation, the
employees of the district
remained on strike on
Tuesday. They expressed
anger by raising slogans
demanding 34% DA and

HRA on the seventh pay
scale from the due date.

Federation's State
Secretary Rajesh
Chatterjee, District
Convenor Vijay Lahere
and Spokesperson Anupar
Sahu stated that it is very
unjust to curtail the
salaries of the employees.
They added that the gov-
ernment employees are
also the residents of
Chhattisgarh state. The
employees and their fami-
ly members are also the
voters of the state. The em-
ployees strongly demand-
ed from the Chhattisgarh
government to approve
34% DA from the due date.

DS Bhardwaj,
Anandmurti Jha, VS Rao,
Satyendra Rajput, Dr VK
Raghu, Acharya Shashi
Bhushan Mohanty, Sanjay
Sharma, Shravan Thakur,
Shiv Sharma, Kuber

Deshmukh, Rajendra
Rajput, Narsingh Patel,
Rajesh Pal, Sangeeta
Chandrakar, Nibha Rani
Madhu, Motiram Khiladi,
AK Kaneria, Uttara
Khambarde, Anuroop

Sahu and many other lead-
ers addressed the gather-
ing. Dharmendra
Deshmukh, Shiv Dayal
Dhritalhare, GS Ravana,
Pratibha Srivastava and
Shankar were present.

Work remains affected on second day of strike 

TT he employees and offi-
cers of Bhilai Municipal

Corporation also tried to con-
vey their demands to the gov-
ernment by staging demon-
strations and raising slogans
in front of the BMC headquar-
ters on the second day of
strike. 

The employees maintained
essential services but all the
other works remained affect-
ed. Almost all of the sections
of BMC remained locked on
the second day as well.
Employees and officers stat-
ed that 34% DA and HRA on

seventh pay from the due
date are their Fundamental
Rights. In support of the strik-
ing officials, Additional
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer BK Devangan and
Health Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Commissioner Steno
Purushottam Sahu, Ajay Gaur
and officers from various
departments were present.
The labour leaders stated
that the strike will continue
till the government agrees to
provide the fundamental

right. They added that the
strike would continue on the
occasion of the Hareli festival
(July 28) also. The govern-
ment employees across the
nation are getting the rights
as per the instructions of the
Center. Unfortunately, the
employees of Chhattisgarh
are deprived of their rightful
benefits. Resentment among
the workers is rising with
every passing day, they
added. 

They further said that it is
unjust to cut the salary of the
employees. Sanjay Sharma,
Arun Singh, Shravan Kumar
Thakur, Shivkumar Sharma,
Ramvriksha Yadav, Acharya
Shashi Bhushan Mohanty,
Sharad Dubey, Ajay Shukla,
Kuber Deshmukh, Rajendra
Rajput, Narsingh Patel,
Rajesh Pal, LP Upadhyay,
Devlal Verma, Devendra
Mohan and other officers
employees were present.

BMC employees maintain essential services BCMC employees on
mass leave 

Under the banner of Swayattashashi Karmachari
Mahasangh (BMS), the employees of Bhilai
Charoda Municipal Corporation are participating
in the statewide strike of government employees.
The employees are on mass leave to participate in
the demonstrations. They gathered at the premises
of Bhilai Charoda Municipal Corporation and
raised slogans in support of their demands. Later
they moved to Durg to participate in the district
level demonstration. Karmachari Mahasangh State
Joint General Secretary Ramavtar Sahu, Unit
Present Kalyani Sharma, working president
Rupendra Verma, Tarini Verma, Sarojini Yadav,
Yashwant Thakur, Shyamlata Sahu, Maan Singh
patel, Sunita Chandrakar, Vikaschandra Tripathi,
Sunil Jain, DK Pandey, Rajkumar Dewangan,
Prashant Shukla, Victor Verma, Mukesh Ratre,
Hemant Sahu, Mukesh Chandrakar and others
were present.

Bhilai, Jul 26: 83-year-old
Badrunisha from an
Antyodaya family of
Bhilai was taking advan-
tage of the food assistance
scheme of the govern-
ment. Due to old age, her
finger prints have changed
due to which the PDS shop-
keeper was unable to ap-
prove the biometric identi-
ty and provide ration to
her. The neighbours in-
formed the troubled lady
about the Collector
Jandarshan and asked her
to submit an application.
Badrunisha reached the
auditorium of the
Collectorate on Tuesday
with great hope. Spotting
the elderly woman walk-
ing slowly, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena instructed the staff
to assist her and make her
sit comfortably. On coming

to know about her prob-
lem, Collector directed the
officials to resolve her
problem within 24 hours
and inform. The Collector
interacted with the elderly
lady and assured her that
the problem will be solved
and she will not face any
problem in getting ration
in future.

During the Jandarshan,
the Collector directed the
officers of the Civic Bodies
to prepare a mechanism to
resolve such problems at
local level as many other
elderly people can face
problems of fingerprint
mismatch. He added that
the problems related to ra-
tion cards are the most im-
portant problems as it is
an issue related to food se-
curity. He said that action
should be taken immedi-
ately on such cases. It is

necessary that monitoring
is done regularly at the
ward level so that people
do not face any problem in
getting ration. As soon as
such cases come to the
fore, in which the problem
is being caused due to tech-
nical problems, the offi-
cials should take the initia-
tive immediately and solve
the problem. The Collector
said that our first focus

should be that the elderly
should not face any kind of
problem to get the benefits
of welfare schemes of the
government. If the facili-
ties for the elderly people
are available in the urban
bodies, they will get a lot of
relief.

The Collector said that
due to the problems related
to the Aadhar card, the eld-
erly people often face diffi-

culty in availing the bene-
fits of government
schemes. Along with this,
it has also been seen many
times that the benefits of
DBT schemes are not avail-
able due to mismatch of
bank accounts. To over-
come such problems,
camps should be organized
from time to time so that
people do not face any
problem in basic facilities

like pensions and ration.
People are also filing ap-

plications for self-employ-
ment. In this episode, a
Divyang from Shastri
Chowk, Ward Number 41
had reached Jandarshan
with his application. He
sought allotment of vacant
shops available in Ravi
Shankar Stadium, Manas
Bhawan so that he could
open a shop for self-em-
ployment. Taking cog-
nizance of the application
of unemployed disabled,
the Collector forwarded
the application to the con-
cerned officer.

Apart from this, revenue
related matters, health re-
lated issues and electricity
related issues are also
reaching Jandarshan. The
administration is trying to
resolve the problems by
taking positive steps.

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

On Tuesday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected various
localities of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
and took stock of the city
sanitation system.

At Nehru Nagar
Square, he oversaw the
cleanliness in the passen-
ger waiting room and
modern toilets. He gave
instructions for beautifi-
cation in Nehru Nagar
Square and adjacent
squares.

Collector directed that
an action plan should be
prepared for the beautifi-
cation of such major traf-
fic intersections. Zone
Commissioner of each
zone should monitor and
prepare an action plan.

It needs to be men-

tioned here that Mayor
Neeraj Pal has also given
approval for beautifica-
tion of roads in many
areas of Bhilai. During
the inspection, the
Collector instructed to
remove illegal posters
and publicity material
from the government
property.

He asked the traders of
hotels, paan kiosks and
other shops near Nehru
Nagar Chowk to main-

tain cleanliness in their
premises. He instructed
them to keep the sur-
roundings clean and put
the waste only in the
dustbin and give it to the
sanitation worker.

He further inspected
the road leading from
Surya Mall Chowk to
Junwani. He took stock
of the cleanliness
arrangements around
the shops near Surya
Mall Chowk. The wastes

were being dumped in
the drain by some shop-
keepers. Collector in-
structed the officials to
impose a fine on those
who put the garbage in
the drains. Collector
added that the fine
should be fixed on the
basis of the quantity of
wastes littered by the
person. BMC should take
action daily against
those who tarnish the
beauty of the city.

Garbage was also found
in front of the liquor
shop. The Collector ex-
pressed displeasure and
instructed the supervisor
of the liquor shop to get
it cleaned immediately.
The Collector inspected
the road from Junwani
Chowk to
Shankaracharya Campus
and gave necessary in-
structions to the officials.
During the inspection,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Councilors Mukesh
Agarwal and Hariom
Tiwari, Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena and
others were present.

Collector inspects city sanitation arrangements in Bhilai

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Karm Shiromani
awards were given away in
SAIL-BSP's Steel Melting
Shop -2 recently. S K
Ghoshal, CGM (SMS 2)
was the Chief Guest.
Sudhir Kumar, GM (SMS
2), Yogesh Shastri, GM
(SMS 2), R K Shrivastava,
GM (SMS 2), N Shrikant,
GM (SMS 2), P K Mishra,
GM (SMS 2), D N Kesari,
GM (SMS 2), Rajkumar
Komalapati, GM (SMS 2),
Gaurav Singhal, GM (SMS
2) were present on the oc-
casion. S K Ghoshal, CGM
(SMS 2) in his address said
that employees of SMS 2
must focus on Safe work
practices while doing pro-
duction. First priority for
our employees should be
Safety. You have the cali-

bre to convert challenges
into opportunities, he said.
He congratulated the
Shiromani awardees on
the occasion.

Shevrao Shende,
M/Optr, CCS Operation
Crane, Ramavatar Thakur,
OCT, SBS operation, Udho
Prasad Bancchor, M/Optr,
CCS Operation were felici-

tated with the Karm
Shiromani awards for
their outstanding per-
formance for June 2022.

Employees are shortlist-
ed for this award for inno-
vations, better resource
utilisation, following
Safety standards etc. at the
workplace. A certificate,
letter of appreciation and

a sweet packet was given
to the Karm Shiromani
awardees .

The programme was
compered by Vijay Kumar,
Asst Manager (P-Steel
zone 2). K D Baghel,
ALWO, Puran Sahu, and
Narendra Kurrey helped
in making the programme
successful.

Karm Shiromani awards given away in SMS 2

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Various competitions
were organised by Dulki
Iron ore Mines, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant on the
Freedom struggle and
Freedom fighters at
Rajnandgaon district re-
cently under the leader-
ship of Tapan Sutradhar,
ED (Mines). Essay,
Drawing, Poem , Quiz

competitions and screen-
ing of films were held
under the banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'
under the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
Government of India,
Directorate of Mines
Safety, Bilaspur and Steel
Authority of India
Limited. This was held at
EMMS, Gram Kamkasur,
BDO Manpur, district

Rajnandgaon. Arun
Kumar, GM (Dulki Mines)
and Ajay Kumar
Chaturvedi, Mines
Manager, Dulki Mines,
Tamboli, Principal,
Kamkasur school,
Mangun Singh Kola,
President, Regional
Labour Tribal Seva
Samiti (Dulki) and other
senior officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

School children from the
vicinity of Kamkasur vil-
lage including Dulki,
Kamkasur, Kattapar and
Bodara villages actively
took part in the competi-
tions. Bhilai Steel Plant fe-
licitated the 1st, 2nd and
3rd prize and Consolation
prize winners of the com-
petitions. The dignitaries
present on the occasion
elaborated on the theme of
'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav' and impor-
tance of Freedom to
school going children.
Rakesh Thakur, SM
(Dulki mines), Santram
Sahu, LWO (Dulki mines)
and teachers from Dulki,
Kamkasur, Kattapar and
Bodara played a pivotal
role in organising the pro-
gramme.

Various competitions organised by Dulki Iron ore Mines

Elderly lady troubled of fingerprint mismatch; Collector assures to resolve problem within 24 hours

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Krishna Public School
stands proud as we cele-
brate the achievement of
the students.The achieve-
ment reinstates the vi-
sion of pursuit of excel-
lence.The School has ex-
celled once again in
CBSEclass X and XII
Board Examination.The
first Batch of Class XII
came with flying colours
with 100% pass
result.Thestream wise
topper of Class XII
Examination were
Dattani Bhakti
(Commerce stream) se-
curing 88 percent
andVarnika Soni
(Science stream) secur-
ing 80.2 percentage.The
school excelled in class X

Board examinations too
with100% pass
results.Among the top-
pers were Mahi
Swarnkar securing 95.6
percentage, Rashmi
Dewangan securing92%,
Gauri Rathi and Shivani
Soni securing 90.6 per-
centage.Not to forget the
outstanding achievement
of MinaliKunjam for se-
curing 100 percent
marks in Sanskrit.
The Principal,
M a n a g e m e n t a n d

Teachers congratulated
the students for their ex-
cellence and hard
work.The School is all set
to move aheadwith a vi-
sion to achieve excellence
in future. The school
management extended
wishes, prayers and
blessings for all our pass-
outbatch and for all our
future budding angels
perspiring to make it big
in all endeavours, av-
enues, perspectives and-
blues of life.

Students of Krishna Public School Durg
excel in CBSE Board Examination

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2266::  Saplings were
planted at Dulki Mines the
other day under the leadership
of Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines and Rowghat) was the
Chief Guest on the occasion.
Arun Kumar, GM (Dulki Mines)
and Ajay Kumar Chaturvedi,
Mines Manager, Dulki Mines,
Rakesh Thakur, SM (Dulki
Mines) and other employees
were present on the occasion. 

Samir Swarup, CGM (Mines
and Rowghat) in his address
talked about the importance of
tree plantation and environ-
mental sustainability and
inspired employees to follow
safe mining practices. Arun
Kumar, Special Guest talked
about the human-tree relation-
ship and appealed to employ-
ees to plant trees in Mines and
nearby areas. Rakesh Thakur,
SM (Dulki Mines) proposed the
vote of thanks. 

Saplings planted at
Dulki Mines
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Severe shortage of medicine
at Ambedkar Hospital, DKS

Superspeciality Hospital
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2266::  There is a short-
age of medicines in Ambedkar
and DKS Superspeciality
Hospitals, Raipur. Chhattisgarh
Medical Services Corporation
(CGMSC) is not supplying med-
icine even after sending the
demand letter from last six
months. The situation is that 80
percent medicines including
minor medicines for pain, vita-
mins, heart disease, blood, anti
fungal, gas and acidity are not
available in Ambedkar
Hospital. The medicine budget
of the hospital is Rs 11 crore
annually, out of which 90 per
cent budget order has been
given to CGMSC.

The hospital management
said that some medicines are
being procured through local
procurement, which is insuffi-
cient. This has a direct impact
on the treatment of poor
patients. Patients are returning

back due to lack of medicines
and have to buy outside.
According to the management,
letters have been written to
CGMSC several times for the
supply of medicines, but no
satisfactory answer is being
received. The shortage of med-
icines has also become a disas-
ter for the patients in DKS
Superspeciality Hospital.
According to the management,
the annual budget of medi-
cines of the hospital is Rs 5
crore. But 90 percent of the
medicines given to the patients
is not available here. These are
all medicines related to super-
specialty medicine. The short-
age of medicines is directly
affecting the health of the
patients. According to the hos-
pital management, CGMSC is
able to supply only 20 percent
of the medicines. Some medi-
cines are bought locally. 

Opposition set to grill Govt 
during no confidence motion
Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly would take up the
opposition sponsored no
confidence motion against
the ruling Congress govern-
ment on Wednesday which
would also be the concluding
day of the Monsoon session.
According to the informa-
tion received, the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has chalked out
strategy to corner the treas-
ury bench on several issues
including alleged failure to
deliver the promise made to
the people in the election
manifesto whereas the
would also be aggressive on
the law & order situation
which according to them is
in shambles. Senior
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal of BJP would start
the debate on no confidence
motion against the
Congress government dur-
ing which he would be going
all attack on the ruling

party. Meanwhile, the senior
Legislator Dhanendra Sahu
of Congress has been en-
trusted with the responsibil-
ity to counter the allega-
tions of the opposition party
on Wednesday afternoon.
While the BJP MLAs have
chalked out strategy against
the state government, the
ruling Congress too con-
vened a meeting to give re-
sponsibilities and counter
attack the opposition
charges.

BJP has been backed by
the Chhattisgarh Janta
Congress (J) MLAs and
would also get the support
from the two Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) MLAs during
the debate on the no confi-
dence motion taking the
total strength of the opposi-
tion to 17. However, the rul-
ing Congress enjoys upper
hand in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly with
the strength of 71 MLAs in
the 90-member Assembly.

Governor Ms. Uikey make courtesy call
to President  Draupadi Murmu

Raipur, Jul 26: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey met
newly elected president
Mrs Draupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan and
greeted her. Governor Ms.
Uikey held detailed discus-
sions with the newly elect-
ed  President about various
subjects of the country and
the state. The Governor ap-
prised the President about
important topics and prob-
lems related to the state.
Underlining the impor-
tance of the PESA Act, the
Governor told the
President that the rules of
PESA Act are not applica-
ble in many states. She
urged the President to di-
rect the implementation of
the rules related to the
PESA Act. At the same
time, she urged for early
passage of the bill related
to Mesa law for urban areas
which is pending in the
Parliament. With the enact-

ment of the MESA law, the
rules related to reservation
in urban areas will be duly
implemented, due to which
the tribal community will
get the real benefit of reser-
vation. Governor Ms.
Uikey informed the
President about the decla-
ration of several districts
of Purvanchal as Tribal
Districts and said that spe-
cial cooperation was re-
ceived at the Central level
to this effect, which directly
benefitted the tribal people
living in these districts.
Governor Ms. Uikey in-

formed the President about
many tribal communities
not getting their rights in
Chhattisgarh and request-
ed for its early resolution.
The Governor again
thanked the President,
Mrs. Murmu and said that
there has been now a hope
among the tribal communi-
ty that now the efforts relat-
ed to their rights and inter-
ests will get momentum.
The Governor also promi-
nently placed before the
President the matters relat-
ed to the implementation of
constitutional rights.

YC demonstration against ED 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 26: Youth
Congress workers placed a
board of the BJP office
near Enforcement
Directorate office in
Pujari Park here in
protest against ED ques-
tioning Congress
President Sonia Gandhi in
National Herald case. The
protesters who climbed
the ED office also raised
slogans against the
agency and the BJP. While
displaying board of BJP
office near ED office they
alleged that the central
agency was working for
the BJP.

Congress National
President Sonia Gandhi
was called for questioning
by the ED for the second
time in the National
Herald case today. The
Congress party is oppos-
ing it across the country.
On Tuesday, dozens of
Youth Congress workers

reached the ED’s regional
office at Pujari Park,
Raipur and raised slogans
against the central gov-
ernment and the BJP.
They accused the central
government of misusing
the ED. Meanwhile, the
protesters started pasting

stickers displaying BJP of-
fice on the walls near ED
office.

Under the main board of
the Enforcement
Directorate, a board writ-
ten in the BJP office was
also put up. After shouting
slogans for a long time,

the protesters withdrew
from outside the ED office.
A Youth Congress office
bearer said that Youth
Congress was holding
such demonstrations out-
side the offices of central
investigative agencies
across the country.

Chh’garh Assembly approves
hike in MLAs salary 

Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday gave
approval to the amend-
ments to legislative bills
related with hike in the
salary and allowance of
the Speaker, Deputy
Speaker, Chief Minister,
Ministers, Leader of oppo-
sition and MLAs.

Presenting the legisla-
tion in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs
Ravindra Choubey sought
the approval from the
Members. Four separate
amendment bills were pre-
sented by him. With the
approval of the above pro-
posal, the salary of CM

has been increased from
Rs 1,35,000 to Rs 2,05,000
whereas the Ministers
salary has been increased
from existing Rs 1.30 lakh
to Rs 1.90 lakh whereas
Parliamentary Secretaries
would get salary of Rs 1.75
lakh from existing salary
of Rs 1.21 lakh.

Similarly, the Speaker

would now get the salary
of Rs 1.95 lakh, Deputy
Speaker would get Rs 1.80
lakh, Leader of
Opposition would get Rs
1.90 lakh whereas the
MLAs would get salary of
Rs 1.60 lakh.

Besides, MLAs will get a
daily allowance of Rs
2,000.

No change has been
made in the orderly al-
lowance of Rs 15,000 per
month being given to legis-
lators.

According to officials,
the increase in salary and
allowances is likely to put
an additional annual bur-
den of around Rs 6.81
crore on the state excheq-
uer.

Opposition MLAs corner Minister over
School Teachers’ recruitment

Raipur, Jul 26:
Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday grilled the treas-
ury bench during the
Question Hour in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on the issue of
recruitment process of
school education.

Raising the issue, the
BJP Legislator Ajay
Chandrakar sought the

status quo of the recruit-
ment who launched
scathing attack on the
treasury bench alleging no
confirm status being re-
port in the process of re-
cruitment of teachers dur-
ing the last five months.

Minister for School
Education Dr Prem Sai
Singh Tekam failed to in-
form the House about the
total strength of the teach-
ers given the appointment
letters so far under the re-
cruitment drive.
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant said
that time limit should be

fixed in the process of re-
cruitment of school teach-
ers.

In his reply, the Minister
Tekam said that attesta-
tion process is being car-
ried out at district and di-
visional level and also at
state-level according to the
post and added that attesta-
tion is being carried out on
the basis of merit and
added that exact time
could not be told. Taking
his statement seriously, the
Assembly Speaker Mahant
said that department
should fix a time-bound
schedule to complete the
recruitment of teachers.

BJP members try to gherao Assembly
to protest rise in incidents of crime

Raipur, Jul 26: Several
BJP leaders including for-
mer Minister Rajesh
Munat were detained while
trying to gherao
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday in
protest against growing
criminal incidents in the
state. As many as 500 BJP
workers were arrested
after they scuffled with the
police in their attempt to
gherao Assembly.

All BJP workers assem-
bled near LIC Office near
Pandri Main Road in after-
noon and marched towards
Assembly to gherao. The
police had already barri-

caded at some distance.
BJP leaders scuffled with
the police personnel when
they were prevented from
proceeding towards the as-
sembly. Meanwhile BJYM
workers climbed barricade
to move forward. BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and
former Minister Rajesh
Munat shouted slogans
against the government.

Agrawal, Munat and
some other leaders also
tried to move forward
along with their support-
ers but they were prevent-
ed by the police. After some
time Rajesh Munat sat on a
dharna blocking the road
near Assembly, along with
his supporters. Despite
persuasion by the Police
they did not clear the road.

When the BJP workers

and supporters were not
ready to get up, the police
picked them up by holding
hands and feet. After some
time, the police officers
also reached to Munat, urg-
ing him to get up from the
road. Munat refused to
leave the road with folded
hands. Soon the police offi-
cers picked up Munat by
holding his hands and feet.
Munat kept shouting and
the police picked him up
and brought him to the
bus. After a tremendous
uproar that lasted for about
an hour, the police arrested
more than 500 BJP leaders
and workers, including
Brijmohan Agarwal.
BJYM workers too tried to
cross the barricade. When
stopped they scuffled with
the police personnel. Some

BJP workers were pushing
the police personnel by
snatching their sticks.
Police had to resort to lath-
icharge to disperse the
crowd of agitating BJP
workers.

After nearly an hour
long high voltage political
drama, the crowd was dis-
persed. BJP district presi-
dent Srichand Sundrani al-
leged that crime had be-

come rampant in
Chhattisgarh. Incidents
like rape, stabbing, rob-
bery, murder have become
common, he said, adding
that drug addiction is be-
coming a root cause of
most of the incidents.
Congress came to power by
promising prohibition, but
now dry intoxicants are
easily available in the
street in the city.

Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh has an esti-
mated 55 lakh houses and
the BJP is looking to cover
most of them under the
central government’s ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign,
the party’s national
spokesperson Sambit
Patra said on Tuesday.

Under the campaign
launched as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
(75 years of India’s inde-
pendence), the tricolour
will be hoisted atop houses
across the country for
three days next month.

“The campaign is close
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji’s heart
as it seeks to awaken the
spirit of nationalism and
patriotism among people
and associate them with
celebration of 75 years of
the country’s independ-
ence,” he said.

Patra was speaking to
reporters after chairing a
meeting of party leaders
and workers in
Kushabhau Thakre
Parisar, the Chhattisgarh
BJP office here, to devise a

strategy to make the cam-
paign a grand success in
the Congress-ruled state.

The PM has appealed to
everyone to be a part of
this event and the BJP has
been working to take for-
ward this programme in
cooperation with the gov-
ernment, he said.

“The party has been
working day and night to
ensure the tricolour is
hoisted atop more than 20
crore homes in the coun-
try,” the BJP spokesperson
said.

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ is a
campaign under the aegis
of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav to encourage
people to bring the tri-
colour home and to hoist it
to mark the 75th year of
India’s independence.

In Chhattisgarh, com-
mittees have been formed
at state, district, mandal
and booth level for imple-
mentation of the cam-
paign, Patra said.

Besides, a roadmap has
been prepared to associate
MLAs with the pro-
gramme so that it can be
organised in every assem-
bly constituency of the
state, he said.

The programme will be
held between August 9 and
15 in three phases, he
added.

Asked about any target
set for Chhattisgarh, Patra
said, As per our calcula-
tions there are 54 to 55
lakh houses in the state
and the party’s state team
has been working with a
target to cover maximum
houses. Patra said he also
wants to congratulate the
people of the tribal-domi-
nated Chhattisgarh as the
country has for the first
time got a President who
comes from an adivasi
community.

Droupadi Murmu took
oath as the 15th President
of India on Monday.

“It is a matter of pride
for all of us,” the BJP
leader said.

Several BJP leaders
including Munat
detained 

Uproar in assembly over police
lathicharge on BJP workers 

Raipur, Jul 26: Bharatiya Janata Party MLAs created a
ruckus in Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly on the
issue of lathi-charge on BJP workers when they were on
way to gherao the Assembly. BJP MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal gave this information in the house. The MLA
said that he was also arrested. The BJP members de-
manded government’s statement in the House regarding
this incident. In view of the uproar by the BJP mem-
bers, the house was adjourned for 10 minutes. BJP tried
to gherao the assembly today against the increasing
crime due to drug addiction in the capital. BJP workers
scuffled with police when they were stopped from mov-
ing towards assembly to gherao. Police also lathicharged
several BJP workers during scuffle.

‘BJP  to cover most of 55
lakh homes’

Under ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign

Speaker directs
Tekam to fix dead-
line to complete
process

Raipur, Jul 26: National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) in asso-
ciation with Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
has organised a three-day
basic training on CBRN
(Chemical Biological
Radiological and Nuclear)
emergency management
for Airport Emergency
Handlers. The three-day
training commenced on
July 26 at Hotel Babylon
Capital, Raipur with inau-
guration by B.B.
Mohapatra, Principal
Commissioner, CGST in
presence of Airport
Director, Praveen Kumar
Jain and NDMA

Consultant and
Coordinator for the event
D. Sundar. The main focus
of the training is to in-
crease awareness, pre-
paredness and coordina-
tion among all stakehold-
ers in case of an unfore-
seen CBRN emergency.
The training has brought
various stakeholders like
AAI, NDMA, Airlines,
CISF, State Police and
other departments of State
Govt. of Chhattisgarh on a
common platform. The
training will culminate on
July 28, 2022 with a mock
exercise at Swami
Vivekananda Airport,
Raipur.

NDMA in association with
AAI organise 3-day basic

training on CBRN

Congress staged
Satyagraha at Gandhi
Maidan in Raipur in
protest against
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate questioning
its national president
Sonia Gandhi in
National Herald case.
Congress leaders and
workers sitting near the
statue of Mahatma
Gandhi were protesting
against the action of
ED. All senior officials
participated in
Satyagraha. After the

end of the Question
Hour in the Assembly,
Pradesh Congress
President Mohan
Markam came out and
sat on Satyagraha.

Last Thursday too,
Sonia Gandhi was called
by the ED for question-

ing. On that day, thou-
sands of Congress lead-
ers and workers reached
in front of the ED office
at Pujari Park, Raipur
from 11 am. In view of
the rainy situation, the
party had put up a wa-
terproof pandal near
ED Office. A large num-
ber of Congress workers
from other districts of
the state also reached to
participate in protest
demonstration against
ED questioning Sonia
Gandhi.

Congress leaders, workers stage Satyagraha

p Discusses with the
President about vari-
ous topics and prob-
lems of the state
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ECE lecture series organised by CU
Bilaspur, Jul 26: Swami
Vivekananda believed edu-
cation is the manifestation
of perfection already in
men. He thought it is a
pity that the existing sys-
tem of education did not
enable a person to stand
on his own feet, nor did it
teach him self-confidence
and self-respect. Focusing
on this ideology the
Department of
Electronics and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, School of
Studies in Engineering in
Technology, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (A
Central University)
Bilaspur (C.G.) successful-
ly conducted 3rd lecture of
one of its kind “ECE
Lecture Series” on the
topic “Education accord-
ing to Swamiji’s Ideology”
on July 18 in E-Classroom.

This was the first offline
event following two suc-
cessfully conducted lec-
tures in online mode
aimed at helping the stu-
dents in knowing the true
and fruitful meaning of
education. The host of this
session Yash Gupta and
Miss. Srijani Som, 3rd
year students of ECE de-
partment welcomed every-
one in the meeting. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, Former
Vice Chancellor,
Saurashtra University the

chief guest of the function
shared her perspective
about the session and the
topic. The dignitaries then
honoured and welcomed
each other with saplings.

Prof. T.V. Arjunan,
Dean, SoS (E&T) then ad-
dressed the meeting and
spoke about the objective
of this lecture series.
Further Dr. Soma Das,
HoD ECE and convener of
this program briefed
everyone about the pro-
gram and addressed the
speaker of the program
Swami Ratananda,
Secretray, Ram Krishna
Mission, Bilaspur.

Our speaker Swami
Ratananda then shared
his views with the stu-
dents on how to align with
Vivekananda’s thought of
education effortlessly and

clearly defined perfection
and manifestation.
Furthermore he said that
without manifestation one
cannot reach perfection.
He also focused on the fact
that our current education
system is far away from
Vivekananda’s beliefs and
ways to line up to that. He
also pointed out the prob-
lems we are facing in solv-
ing the issue of literacy
due to the Western influ-
ence. Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Vice
Chancellor and Chief
Patron of this Lecture se-
ries then joined the ses-
sion and shared his per-
sonal experiences and
views on the topic. He re-
lied on the fact of impor-
tance of meditation in
one’s life. He further added
that one can gain his lost

powers and abilities
through consistent medi-
tation and it would help an
individual in achieving
such heights that he must
not have dreamt of. He
then motivated the
Engineering students to
portray the best side of
yourself and professional-
ly confident at the upcom-
ing placements. Then
there was a questionnaire
session where Hon’ble
Vice Chancellor and
Swami Ji interacted with
the students and cleared
their doubts. The program
concluded with a vote of
thanks from Mrs.
Praveena Rajput, Asst.
Prof ECE and
Coordinator of this series.
There was also an
arrangement of refresh-
ments for the students.

Music education and other prog
organised on bag-less  day

Magarlod, Jul 26: The
education department of
the state government has
ordered the children to
come to school one day in
a week without bags.
Children from primary
and secondary schools
from all over the state are
coming without bags on t
his day and on this day
sports is taught to the stu-
dents on Saturdays. Apart
from this, yoga, exercise,
music, culture programs
are also to be organized. In
the same context, in the
Government Primary
School of Hasda No., ac-
cording to the instructions
of the government, every
Saturday in every school,
children without bags are
made to various activities.
To impart education, a
musical program was or-
ganized in the school to
sow the seeds of moral
values ??through music
education and inspira-
tional songs.

In the program, well-
known musical instru-
ment artist of the village,

Roshan Yadav Argan and
team, Mandir Hasod’s
artist Shyam Yadav and
Mahi Yadav and tabla
dholak player, Toman Lal
performed with state song
and presented various in-
spiration and patriotic
songs. Apart from this,
folk song Chaura  Ma
Gonda folk song fascinat-
ed the children as well as
the villagers. Various cul-
tural programs were also
presented by the school
children so that the hid-
den talent of the children
can be enhanced. Gokul
Yadav, coordinator,
Govind Ram Yadav, vil-
lage Patel, Narottam
Yadu, Madan Lal Yadav

were the guests in the pro-
gram and they were all
praise for the program
and presented incentive
money to the artists and
the participating chil-
dren.

The coordinator said in
the remarks that in the
new education policy 2020
also special emphasis has
been laid on this. Art
skills are to be promoted
and developed in children
by connecting local artists
with the institution.

Principal reader in-
charge of the primary
school, Chhagan Lal Sahu
expressed his gratitude to
the team of artists who
came from local and re-

mote areas of the village.
He said that Bag-less Day
is celebrated in the state
on Saturdays, education is
imparted through sports
on this day. Govt has given
emphasis on Greeting
card, Mehndi, Painting
and Folk cultural pro-
gram. Apart from studies,
practical knowledge is
very important for per-
sonality and future.
Children showed their tal-
ent. Madan Lal Dhruv,
Rukmani Sahu,
Chhameshwari Baghel,
Mangala Patel, Bhagwat
Nishad, Chain Singh
Yadav, Ashok Sahu and
students were present on
this occasion.

Young poets present self
composed poetry

Magarlol, Jul 26: In
Government Higher
Secondary School, Kareli
Badi, a monthly poetry sem-
inar was organized in the li-
brary room on Saturday. In
which the budding poets of
the school presented their
self-composed poetry. It is
noteworthy that Jitendra
Sukumar Sahir, is the
founder teacher and poet of
the group ‘Come Write
Poetry’.

Motivating children he
said that poetry is a power-
ful medium of expression,
what we are hesitant to say,
can be easily said through
poetry. The chief guest of
the programme, Sanskrit
lecturer Sushil Kumar Sahu
in his remarks said that in
this age there is a revolution
in thoughts, all of you can
awaken new consciousness
in the country and society
with your poems and urged
them to keep writing con-
tinuously. Brajesh Kumar
Devangan, lecturer of com-

merce, the special guest of
the program, praised in his
speech and said that it is a
very good thing to spend
free time in creation. In the
same way, every child, while
making good use of his time
and spends his time in some
or the other creation, then
he can achieve great suc-
cess.

In the beginning of the
poetry seminar, Balkavi
Kavita Nishad presented
her poem on environmental
protection, get life from the
environment, let’s make it a
friend, in this city of life,
let’s plant trees together.
Reshma Sahu Jhansi gave a
presentation of a wonderful
poem, pointing to the youth
power, we have the power to
do something, friends are
not less than anyone, our
name will shine star, it is
our duty to touch the floor.

Another girl Isha Sen pre-
sented a line encouraging
the girls, there is a unique
desire in the heart. Bharti
Sahu, writing the voice of
the mind, presented a poem,
‘I did not learn to lie, I do
not know how to hide the
truth, I have my eyes on my
destination, I did not teach
to stop the steps, I got a lot of
applause’.

Vandana Sen and
Bhawna Sahu brought
freshness to the atmosphere
by reciting poetry on the
subject of rain. Balkavi
Pemeshwari Nishad, Anita
Rao, Namrata Rao,
Himanshu, Kamani,
Digeshwari, Delakshmi,
Vidya Pal, Deepika Sahu,
Kamini, Himanshu, Jagriti,
Nisha Pal, Tanuja, Nisha
Pal, Neelam Baghel, writer,
Isha Tarini also recited
their own poetry.

APS celebrate
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Jul 26: 26-
07-2022 The Kargil Vijay
Diwas is celebrated on
26-07-2022 at Allons
Public School. This day
is celebrated every year
in this school on 26-07-
2022 to honor the brave
soldiers of the Indian
Army who selflessly
laid down their lives to
safeguard India’s bor-
ders. This day is cele-
brated with a series of
activities aimed at re-
membering the glorious
deeds of the martyrs.
Many students of the
school shared their
thoughts and feelings.
Their every word paid a
rich tribute to the fallen
heroes and the sacri-
fices made by them in
the line of duty. These
martyrs shall forever
live in the memories of
Indians. Their tales of
velour shall inspire the
Indian generations for-
ever. A candle was lit at
the statue of martyrs. It
was garlanded by the
topper students of this
year named Yashvi
Rathi, Head Boy, Head

Girl, President & secre-
tary of students union
and Cultural society.
Anvita, Shakshi & Neha
students of the school
sang patriotic songs. A
silence of two minutes
was observed as a mark
to respect the martyrs.

Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal advised the
students to develop
unity in diversity. He
told the students that we
must consider equal to
each other as the Indian
soldiers have one reli-
gion and aim. His
speech inspired the stu-
dents to safeguard the
country. The students
took an oath to safe-
guard the country.

Kamaljeet Arora,
Chairman told the stu-
dents that national serv-
ice is very important for
each Indian citizen. He
told that each citizen
must do his duty honest-
ly. It is also like the serv-
ice of the soldiers who
serve at the borders of
our country. Pushkal
Arora, Director,Sunil
Sharma, Administrator
and teachers were pres-
ent on this occasion.

Officers, employees in the
state on five-day strike

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 26: On the call
of the state coordinator
and district coordinator
under the banner of
Chhattisgarh Karamchari
Adhikar Federation
(CKAF)  the officers and
employees of the district
are on strike for five days.
The protest was started by
the Federation in protest
against the irregular ban
of DA and HRA from the
year 2016 and the loss of

thousands every month
during the inflation peri-
od. Officials serving as
important organs of the
administration, employees
say that as inflation in-
creases, the DA of employ-
ees is increased in
January and July, so that
the employees can meet up
with increasing expendi-
ture due to inflation.

But the DA of the pres-
ent State Government em-
ployees has been withheld
undeclared. At present,
34% percent dearness al-
lowance (DA) is being paid
to central employees and
many others states. But

the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is adopting a policy
of exploitation by paying
only 22% percent DA to
the employees. Due to
this, the employees are los-
ing up to 12% percent per
month. Against this injus-
tice, the Federation has
again gone on a five-day
strike to put its demand
before the government
through a phased agita-
tion. The officers and em-
ployees of many depart-
ments related to the
Federation present in the
local bus stand premises of
Konta Nagar raised their
voices regarding the same.

Chandrashekhar Sahu awarded
the Best Counsellor

Magarlod, Jul 26: One
day training cum work-
shop of district level coun-
sellor was organized by
Indian Red Cross Society
District Branch Dhamtari,
in which the counsellor
who did excellent work in
the field of Red Cross was
honored. Under this ITI
Kareli Badi’s Copa trade
trainer  Chandrashekhar

Sahu was honored with a
memento and citation as
the best counselor for com-
mendable works by him in
the field of Red Cross viz.
awareness, health aware-
ness, donor awareness,
and education.

On this occasion,
Homan Ram Nagre,
Principal of the institu-
tion and all the staff mem-
bers of the institution and
trainees of all trades ex-
pressed their happiness
and wished for a bright fu-
ture with congratulations.

88 construction works worth
Rs 1055.51 lakh approved

Bijapur, Jul 26: The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has granted approval for
new 88 constructions of
1055.51 lakh for construc-
tion works from the infra-
structure, for Municipal
Council Bijapur Nagar
Panchayat, Bhopalpatnam
Nagar Panchayat and
Bhairamgarh nagar pan-
chayat under Vidhan Sabha
constituency 89-Bijapur,
District Bijapur. Under
which 45 no’s works worth
496.12 lakh for Nagar Palika
Parishad Bijapur, 23 no’s
works worth 267.30 lakh for
Nagar Panchayat
Bhopalpatnam and 20 no’s

works worth 292.09 lakh for
Nagar Panchayat
Bhairamgarh.

For this huge sanction,
Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar Region
Tribal Development
Authority, Vikram
Mandavi, expressed grati-
tude to the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Daharia
This sanction of develop-
ment works worth Rs
1055.51 lakhs is historic for
Municipal Council Bijapur,
Nagar Panchayat
Bhopalpatnam and Nagar
Panchayat Bhairamgarh, it
will give a new direction to
the development of urban
areas of Bijapur district, he
added.

Expo 2022 organised by
Women’s Chamber concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 26: Mahila
Chamber State President
Madhu Arora said that
Expo 2022 which was held
on July 21st and 22nd, 2022
at Niranjan Dharamshala.
The expo was organised by

Mahila Chamber where
different types of stalls of
Tanishq, Bhansali
Jewellers, Tarleja Builders,
CP Solar, Prem Sound
System, LED Lights of
Calcutta, Jalpari
Aquarium, CT Honda,
Kachi Ghani Oil,

Furniture, Kadambari
Pickles, Cozy Kids,
Bonzello Biscuits & Cakes,
Sanitary Wear, Skino
Vision, Bed Cover Bedsuit,
Neelam Namkeen,
Tupperware, Nail Arts
were set up.

In addition to this stall

by Meenakshi Saloon,
Acupressure, Yogita Kosha
Saree, Kurti Salwar Suit ar-
tificial jewellery were on
display here. Various types
of food stalls were also
there. Stall no. 4, 5 stalls
were given free of cost to
display Kopalvani, items
made by Divyang children,
. A very good effort was
made by the women’s
chamber, in which the
chief guests was Mrs.
Chhaya Verma, Mr.
Kuldeep Junejai, Sanjana
Upadhyay, chairman of the
chamber, Mr. U.N. Agrawal,
Chamber State President,
Amar Parwani and his en-
tire team were present. In
this, the women’s cham-
ber’s patron Meenakshi
Tuteja, Abha Mishra, pres-
ident Madhu Arora, secre-
tary Pinky Agarwal, treas-
urer Prerna Bhatt, media
in-charge Indira Jain,
Nishtha Chaturvedi, Swati
Soni, Kajal Shrivas and all
the women’s team of Bhilai
were present.

To children of

Hasda School on

Saturday

In support of  their
demands

By Urban admn
dept for all the
three urban areas
of Bijapur

MLA Vikram
Mandavi expressed
his gratitude
towards CM and
Urban Admn. Devp
Minister

Working as Training
Officer, ITI Kareli
Badi

p Under monthly
poetry seminar
organized in V
Kareli Badi
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Churikala, Jul 26: 

National Highway bypass
roads are being built in the
surrounding areas of the
district, in which the agri-
cultural land of the farm-
ers is being acquired, but
the compensation amount
for the acquired agricul-
tural land is less than the
prescribed rate by the rev-
enue officers and the bene-
ficiaries of the area.

It should be known that
bypass NH roads are being
built in the district, in
which government land,
forest land, besides agri-
cultural produce of farm-
ers, land is being acquired,
in which revenue officers
all-together make changes
in the agricultural land of
the farmers.

Amount compensation
is being made, which is
being openly opposed by
the farmers of the area. A
similar case has come to
the fore in Nagar Palika
Katghora, for construction

of NH National Road in
Ward No. 12 and 13 of
Municipality Katghora,
besides agricultural land
of more than 180 farmers,
pucca house and farms are
being acquired, in which
Halka Patwari, SDM,
Revenue Babu together
cut the agricultural land of
180 farmers and reduced

the number of farmers
and made compensation
amount in the name of 111
farmer beneficiaries.

The farmers of the area
told that compensation
amount is to be done ac-
cording to the govern-
ment rate in 5,780 square
meters, but the compensa-
tion amount has been

made by the Revenue
Department officer at the
rate of Rs 293 square
meter, while the land
which is being acquired is
in the municipality, there
should not be any reduc-
tion in the compensation.
After meeting with the
Divisional Commissioner,
hundreds of farmers of

the area, after being ha-
rassed by the Revenue
Department Officer,
Patwari Babus, after re-
examining the land of the
acquired area, have tried
for justice to give proper
compensation to the farm-
ers at the government
rate and the Speaker of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

During the Katghora
stay of Charan Das
Mahant and regional MP
Jyotsna Mahant, the
farmers of the area were
presented and narrated
their situation, on which
Mr. Mahant was told to
get proper compensation
to all the farmers.

Ram Gopal Bhayna,
Chandra Bhawan
Markam, Shatrughan
Patel, Johit Patel, Roshan
Ali, Malesh Patel,
Rajkishore Pandey, Sushil
Jaiswal, Samar Singh,
Rajkumari, Sampat Lal,
Sakuran Patel, Rafiq
Ahmed were present.

Farmers getting less compensation for acquired land
PPiitthhoorraa,,  JJuull  2266:: A felicitation
ceremony was organized by the
Department of Posts, Raipur
Division, at NDC located in the
Post Office Tikrapara Complex,
to honor the employees / GDS
and agents who made excellent
contribution in various services
of the post office. Senior
Superintendent Post Office  BL
Jangde, Special Guest Assistant
Director Circle Office JS Pardhi
Assistant Superintendent
Saurabh Shrivastava, Ravi Lal
Kacher and OP Patel were pres-
ent as the Chief Guest in the
function. 

Awards were given to 110
officers/employees/GDS who
excelled during the period
2021-22 and the achievements
of the financial year 2021-22
were discussed. These awards
were given in Postal Life
Insurance, Rural Postal Life
Insurance, Business
Development, Post Office Alap
Savings Scheme, Outstanding
Performance in Aadhar Work
and CSC Services etc.  Along
with this, Councilor of Saddu

Raipur, Sushila Dhiwar, and
Supervisor of Women and Child
Development, Bina Koshi, Shail
Navik, Pratibha Gajbhiye, Rita
Choudhary and Pankhuri
Mishra were also honored. 

In the ceremony, while giv-
ing the welcome address by
Saurabh Srivastava, Assistant
Superintendent of Raipur
Division, a succinct example
was presented regarding the
loyalty of the employees of the
Postal Department in his
address. Senior Superintendent
of Post Office BL Jangde
encouraged all the award-win-
ning officers/employees/GDS
through his address to do bet-

ter work in future.  Specially
mentioned the contribution of
Raipur division in getting
Chhattisgarh circle first place
in the country and also
appealed for providing maxi-
mum insurance facilities, group
insurance, and general insur-
ance facilities to people’s
homes through post office. 

Exemplary employees of
Department of Posts felicitated

RRoohhiitt  VVeerrmmaa

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuull  2266:: There are
many temples in the country
with mystery and secrets
which remains undisclosed till
today and all they are having
different stories and historical
importance behind them. But
the novel ‘Swayambhu
Shivling’ at Beldarsiwini,
about 5 kms from Kharora, is
still having mysteries around it
in the state. The importance
and faith of this temple is
famous not only in the region,
but in entire state and it has
devotees lined up throughout
the year. Specially during
‘Mahashivratri’ and ‘sawan
month’ there is huge presence
of visitors to this temple.

This ancient temple is locat-
ed in the middle of populated
locality and inside the
‘Garbgrih’ of this temple,
there is ‘swayambhu’
‘Ardhanarishwar Shivling’
existing. Every year devotees
of Lord Shiva come to offer
‘ J a l a b h i s h e k h ’ ,
‘Dugdhabhishekh’ and

‘Rudrabhishekh’ to the
Shivlinga. It is by offering
prayers and rituals, the devo-
tees seek blessings and fulfill-
ment of their long-held wish-
es. Since the month of ‘Sawan’
is most auspicious and sacred
month for prayers to
‘Bholenath’, due to this group
of ‘Kanwariyas’ come from
thousands of kilometers rais-
ing slogans of ‘Bolbum’ and
‘Har-Har-Mahadev’ and offer
sacred ‘water’ to Shivling. Just
near the temple there is a
‘Kund’ (a pond), where the
devotees take holy dip and
they offer obeisance to Lord
Shiva performing
‘Jalabhishekh’. If the ‘Pujari’ is
to be believed then the water
offered in the ‘Shivling’ direct-
ly goes into the ‘Kund’. During

‘Sawan Month’ and
‘Mahashivratri’ also there is
special ‘Shringar’ and puja-
archana of this Shivling.

‘‘SShhiivvlliinngg’’  cchhaannggeess  tthhrreeee
ttiimmeess  iinn  aa  yyeeaarr::

Pujari of the temple
Santosh Sharma and Neelam
Sharma informed that the
‘Shivling’ changes its form
thrice in a year as per the sea-
son. During rainy season it
turns black and smooth and in
winter season its surface
becomes rough and black and
in summers it become brown
and it develops crack right
from the top to the bottom. If
one puts a matchstick, or a
coin, it easily enters inside.
There are reports that this
temple is around 200 yrs old
and therefore it is centre of
truch and loyalty among all
the devotees.

‘‘BBhhoolleennaatthh’’  aappppeeaarreedd  iinnttoo
ddrreeaammss  ooff  ‘‘AAggrraawwaall’’  ffaammiillyy::

About the history of the
temple, it was Agrawal family
in the village who saw
‘Bholenath’ in his dream and in
the dream he was conveyed

that ‘I am locked inside a
house in the village and take
me out’. On this Agrawal fami-
ly held talks with the villagers
and got the excavation done
and it was here they got the
Shivling. The villagers wanted
to consecrate the ‘Shivling’
near the pond, but they could
not shift that ‘Shivling’ from
its original place of existence.
Therefore they all decided to
develop a temple here and
then got the idol of Lord Shiva
consecrated.

Importance of temple all
over Ch’garh:

Pujari rendering services in
this temple for last three
decade informed that in line
with the ‘Dwadash Jyotirlings’,
special prayers are performed
to this ‘Shivling’ as well. The
mystery behind this Shivling,
still exist and is full of myster-
ies. If people are to be
believed then there is some
research work also done for
this ‘Shivling’, but the reasons
behind the change in its forms
as per three season could not
be found out.

‘Shivling’ at Beldarsiwni witnesses devotees in large number
 It is full of 

mysteries and it

changes its form

thrice in a year 

as per season

Bilaspur, Jul 26: The 75th
year of independence is
being celebrated as “Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav” in
the country. Many pro-
grams are also being or-
ganized in South East
Central Railway (SECR)
on this occasion and in
continuation to the same,
a tree plantation program
was organized in Eco Park
on 24th July 2022 for envi-
ronmental protection and
awareness.

South East Central
Railway’s General
Manager Alok Kumar,
Additional General
Manager Vijay Pratap
Singh, Heads of all depart-
ments, Divisional Railway
Manager Alok Sahai and
all officers and railway
personnel of Zone and
Division were present. On
this occasion, the
President of South East
Central Railway Women’s
Welfare Organization Dr.

Vanita Jain and other
members were also pres-
ent. The tree plantation
program was started by
the General Manager Alok
Kumar and the President
of Secro, Dr. Vanitha Jain
by planting trees in the
Eco Park ground. More
than 100 trees including
Ashok, Neem, Jackfruit,
Moulshree were planted in
Eco Park, apart from this,
samples of more than 100
fruit and shade trees were
distributed.

On this occasion,
General Manager Mr. Alok
Kumar said that in the
year of Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, we will al-
ways have to make efforts
to free the environment
from pollution. He called
upon everyone to partici-
pate in this campaign to
maintain greenery in all
dimensions of environ-
mental protection and in
the railway sector.

Tree plantation 
campaign in SECR 

Under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’

Rajim, Jul 26: As soon as
the month of ‘Sawan’
month starts, there is a
crowd of ‘Kanwariyas’,
but this time Kanwariya
are being witnessed after a
week of the beginning of
Sawan. Many Kanwariyas,
due to the rising water,
reached the court of
Mahadev through
Lakshman Jhula and per-
formed Jalabhishek, while
some of the Kanwariyas
who went out to touch the
feet of the river, came

straight to the river
through Lomas Rishi
Ashram.

It is worth mentioning
that Kuleshwar Nath
Mahadev, a rare Mahadev
of the world, is believed to
have no such Shivling any-
where in the world.
According to legend, they
were built by Jagat Janani
Devi Sita with her own
hands, to worship the
deity of her clan, hence
was named Kuleshwar
Nath Mahadev.

Bhandara has been or-
ganized in the city by
Rajeevlochan Vishwanath
Bol Bam Kanwariya
Sangh and Kanwariyas
make a stop here for re-
freshments. There are
many devotees of Shiva;
some are keeping a fast for
a whole month without
foot paduka, while some
are doing fasting without
eating food. Tulsikrit
Ramcharitmanas is being
recited by Ramayana
troupe in some places
without music and at
some places, Ramayana is
being read without music.

On the other hand,
arrangements have been
made by Shri Rajiv
Lochan Kuleshwar Nath
Bol Bam Kanwariya
Sangh Bhandara Samiti at
Mangal Bhawan of the
city for the entire Sawan
month for Kanwar Yatris.

Kanwariya’s arrive in the 
shelter of Kuleshwar Mahadev 

MMaassttuurrii,,  JJuull  2266:: Congress work-
ers are very enthusiastic about
the party’s work in Chhattisgarh.
But the lack of a party MLA in
this assembly is being felt by
everyone. This will be complet-
ed in the coming assembly elec-
tions. The said views were
expressed by District President
Vijay Kesarwani in the program
organized by the Block Congress
Committee at Pachpedi on
Saturday. He said that the BJP,
which is fighting brother-brother
in the country, is working to
defame Sonia Gandhi, the presi-
dent of the Congress party, as
part of a conspiracy, whereas
the party and Rahul Gandhi have
always fought for unemploy-

ment, inflation, upliftment of the
younger generation. Kesarwani
while praising the members of
Block Congress Committee
Masturi said that the workers
and office bearers are very
active here.

A living example of this is that
during the last day’s visit digital
membership campaign, by mak-
ing 35000 members, it got the
top ten position in the entire
state. Congress party is a party
working on the sentiments and
ideology of the members. Be it
a member or office bearer in this
party, they have to be patient
and they definitely get their
fruits in the coming days. In the
coming days, Yogendra Singh

Yogi, who was present regarding
the election of Block Congress
Committee President and office
bearers, informed the present
officers and workers about the
election process in the organiza-
tion. On this, most of the work-
ers expressed their allegiance to
the current Speaker Nagendra
Rai, citing 13 months left for the
assembly elections.

Ajit Singh Shyam decided to
organize a meeting in the com-
ing days to give a concrete
shape to the election process in
view of the intention of the
workers and the claims being
made by a few workers for the
post of president. The meeting
was attended by Block President
Nagendra Rai, former MLA Dilip
Laharia, State Vice President PC
Jayasi, State President Rajkumar
Circle, Mandi President Shankar
Yadav, JIP member Rajeshwar
Bhargava, Block Women
President Kiran Santosh Yadav,
former President Sukrita Khute,
Bindu Jaisi and others were pres-
ent.

Discussion on the formation of BCC

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2266:: The meeting
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
Municipal Board Working
Committee was concluded at
the Bharatiya Janata Party
office on Tuesday. First of all,
party leaders bowed to Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee,
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay and
Bharat Mata by garlanding
them. Municipal Board
President Suresh Gupta started
the program with the welcome
address. He explained in detail

the work done in the last 3
months. District President Roop
Singh Mandavi said that the
meeting of the Mandal Working
Committee is very important. Its
sole purpose is to review the
work of the party and prepare a
strategy for the future. The
chances of success are higher if
all the tasks of the organization
are distributed together. He said
time is short and work is too
much. There is a need to take
the schemes of the central gov-
ernment to the people. Former
MLA Santosh Bafna said that all
of you should be serious on the
lifetime cooperation fund being
run by the party. Complete the
lifetime support fund as soon as
possible. Every worker has to
get lifetime support fund. The
Congress government is trying
to put the schemes of the cen-
tral government in its court. 

BJP Municipal Board Working
Committee meeting conclude

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Bollywood actor and film producer Salman Khan with actors Jacqueline Fernandez and Kiccha
Sudeep during a promotional event for the upcoming film ‘Vikrant Rona’, in Mumbai.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Students wade through a waterlogged street after heavy monsoon rains at Hatigaon in Guwahati, Tuesday, July 26.

Vijay Diwas: Country will remain
indebted to soldiers, says Murmu
New Delhi, Jul 26:

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday said
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’ is a
symbol of extraordinary
valour of the armed
forces, and people will al-
ways be indebted to the
brave soldiers who laid
down their lives to protect
Mother India.

On July 26, 1999, the
Indian Army had an-
nounced the successful
culmination of
“Operation Vijay”, declar-
ing victory after a nearly

three-month-long battle on
the icy heights of Kargil in
Ladakh.

The day is observed as
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’ to
commemorate India’s vic-

tory.
“Kargil Vijay Diwas is a

symbol of extraordinary
bravery, valour and deter-
mination of our armed
forces.

I bow to all the brave sol-
diers who laid down their
lives to protect Mother
India.

The country will always
be indebted to them and
their family members. Jai
Hind,” Murmu said in a
tweet in Hindi.

The country lost more
than 500 soldiers in the
Kargil war.

Uddhav likens Sena rebels to ‘rotten leaves’
Mumbai, Jul 26:

Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray on Tuesday
compared rebel party
leaders to “rotten leaves”
of a tree and said let there
be elections to make it
clear whether people sup-
port him on the rebel fac-
tion.

In his first interview to
Sena mouthpiece
‘Saamana’ after stepping
down as the chief minis-
ter last month, Thackeray
said it was a mistake that
he trusted some of the
party leaders too much.

Last month, the
Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment in Maharashtra,
which comprised the Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress,

collapsed after Sena MLA
Eknath Shinde and 39
other legislators rebelled
against the party leader-
ship. Shinde was later
sworn in as the chief min-
ister and BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis as his
deputy.

“These rebels are like
rotten leaves of a tree and
should be shed. It is good

for the tree as there will be
new leaves,” Thackeray
said. Reacting to the claim
of rebel leaders that they
represent the real Shiv
Sena, Thackeray said let
there be elections and see
whom people chose.

“The people we will ei-
ther vote for us or support
them. It will be clear once
and for all, the former CM
said. Asked who could be
blamed for the rebellion,
he said, Looks like I put
too much trust in some
Sena workers and leaders.
It is my mistake to have
trusted them for such a
long time.”

“The BJP is not only
trying to break the Shiv
Sena but also trying to ap-
propriate great leaders of
other parties,” Thackeray

alleged.
“The way they tried to

appropriate Sardar Patel
from the Congress, they
are doing the same thing
with my late father,
Balasaheb Thackeray, who
founded the Shiv Sena,”
he claimed.

Looks like these people
are not trustworthy. They
are basically causing an
infighting among Sena
workers, he said.
Thackeray also said the
Maha Vikas Aghadi al-
liance was worth a try in
politics. Had it been a
wrong step according to
people, they would have
risen against our alliance.
We had respect for each
other in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi,” the Sena chief
said.

Fear of Big Brother surrounds
politicians: Alva

New Delhi, Jul 26:

The Opposition’s vice-
presidential candidate
Margaret Alva voices her
opinion on the current
dispensation in India.
“The fear that Big
Brother is always watch-
ing & listening perme-
ates all conversations be-
tween politicians across
party lines in new India.
MPs & leaders of parties
carry multiple phones,
frequently change num-
bers & talk in hushed
whispers when they
meet. Fear kills democra-
cy,” she tweets.

Yesterday, Alva tweeted
to say that she was un-
able to make or receive

calls from her mobile,
and in a tongue-in-cheek
comment promised gov-
ernment-owned telecom
operator MTNL that she
would not call any MP
from the BJP, TMC or
BJD tonight if it restores

her phone.
Taking to Twitter, Alva

posted a communication
from Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam
Limited (MTNL) which
said that her MTNL KYC
had been suspended and
her SIM card would be
blocked within 24 hours.

Tagging the communi-
cation, Alva said, “Dear
BSNL/ MTNL, After
speaking to some friends
in the BJP today, all calls
to my mobile are being
diverted and I’m unable
to make or receive calls.”

“If you restore the
phone. I promise not to
call any MP from the BJP,
TMC or BJD tonight,”
she said.

India lost 329 tigers in 3 years, including 29 due to poaching: Govt
New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

India lost 329 tigers in
the last three years due to
poaching, natural and un-
natural causes, the gov-
ernment has said.

As many as 307 ele-
phants have died in this
period due to poaching,
electrocution, poisoning
and train accidents, it
added.

According to data pre-
sented by Union Minister

of State for Environment
Ashwini Kumar Choubey
in Lok Sabha on Monday,
96 tigers died in 2019, 106
in 2020 and 127 in 2021.

The minister said 68
tiger deaths were attrib-
uted to natural causes, five
to unnatural causes, 29 to
poaching and 30 to
‘seizure’. A total of 197
tiger deaths are under
scrutiny, he added.

However, the number of
poaching cases has re-

duced over the years —
from 17 in 2019 to four in
2021, the data showed.

According to the data
presented by the minister,
125 people have been killed
in “tiger attacks” in this
period, including 61 in
Maharashtra and 25 in
Uttar Pradesh.

The government said
222 elephants have died
due to electrocution in the
last three years, with
Odisha, Tamil Nadu and

Assam reporting 41, 34 and
33 such deaths, respective-
ly. Forty-five elephants
have died in train acci-
dents. Odisha and West
Bengal logged 12 and 11
such fatalities respectively.

The data showed 29 ele-
phants have died due to
poaching, including 12 in
Meghalaya and seven in
Odisha, while 11 elephants
have died due to poison-
ing, including nine in
Assam during the period.

I will not join any other political
party: Yashwant Sinha

Kolkata, Jul 26 (PTI):

Former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha, who re-
cently lost the presiden-
tial poll as an opposition
candidate, on Tuesday
said he will not join any
other political party and
remain independent.

Sinha, 84, also said he is
yet to decide on what role
he wants to play in public
life going ahead.

I will remain independ-
ent and will not join any
other party, Sinha, who
had quit as Trinamool
Congress national vice-
president ahead of the
presidential election, told
PTI. Sinha was the joint

nominee of non-BJP par-
ties, including the
Congress and the TMC.
NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu, who won the
presidential poll, took
oath as the 15th President
of India on Monday.
Asked if he is in touch
with the TMC leadership,

Sinha replied in the nega-
tive.

Nobody has spoken to
me; I have not spoken to
anyone, he said, adding,
he has been in contact
with a TMC leader on a
personal basis .

I have to see what role I
will play (in public life),
how active I will be. I am
84 now, so these are issues;
I have to see how long I
can carry on, the former
finance minister said.

Sinha, a bitter critic of
the BJP, had joined the
TMC in March 2021, days
ahead of the West Bengal
Assembly polls.He had
quit the saffron party 
in 2018.

Over 11.4 lakh cases pending
in family courts: LS MPs

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

Lok Sabha MPs on
Tuesday flagged that over
11.4 lakh cases are pend-
ing in family courts
across the country and
called for their speedy set-
tlement. The issue came
up during a debate in the
Lok Sabha on the Family
Courts (Amendment) Bill,
2022, which was moved for
consideration by Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Kaushalendra
Kumar of the Janata Dal
(United) said the number
of pending cases in family
courts is increasing and
stands at over 11.4 lakh.
He called for a speedy set-
tlement of the cases.

Bhartruhari Mahtab of
the Biju Janata Dal also
echoed his views and said
the government should
say what is it doing to set-
tle the pending cases in

the family courts. “There
are 715 family courts in
the country in 26 states
and Union territories....
Parliament is supreme in
changing law and giving it
effect but the interpreta-
tion will be done by the
courts. Which court will
decide that the applica-
tion would be retrospec-
tive should also be laid
down,” he said. When
such courts are being
opened, is it not the duty
of the Centre to find out
whether a notification has
been done, Mahtab asked.
Initiating the discussion,
Sunita Duggal of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) said more appoint-
ments should be made in
family courts so that the
cases are resolved expedi-
tiously. The Family
Courts Act was enacted in
1984 to set up family
courts to promote concili-
ation and secure a speedy

settlement of disputes re-
lated to marriage and
family affairs. There are
715 family courts func-
tioning across 26 states
and Union territories.
Two family courts were
established in Nagaland
in 2008 and three in
Himachal Pradesh in 2019
through notifications is-
sued by the respective
state governments. The
issue of lack of jurisdic-
tion of the family courts
in Himachal Pradesh
came to the fore during
proceedings of the
Himachal Pradesh High
Court last year.

Another petition in the
Himachal Pradesh High
Court stated that the cen-
tral government had not
issued any notification ex-
tending the Family Court
Act to Himachal Pradesh
and the state government
directives to establish
such courts were without

any legal authority.
The family courts in

Nagaland too were operat-
ing without any legal au-
thority since 2008.

The Family Courts
(Amendment) Bill seeks
to insert a provision in
sub-section 3 of section 1
to provide for the estab-
lishment of family courts
in Himachal Pradesh with
effect from February 15,
2019 and in Nagaland with
effect from September 12,
2008. The Bill also seeks to
insert a new section 3A to
retrospectively validate
all actions under the said
Act taken by the govern-
ments of Himachal
Pradesh and Nagaland
and the family courts of
those states. Setting up
family courts and their
functioning fall within
the domain of the state
governments in consulta-
tion with the respective
high courts.
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Two dead
Etawah (UP): A mar-
ried couple was killed
and a woman injured
when their motorcy-
cle was hit by a speed-
ing truck on the
Etawah-Agra high-
way here, police said
on Tuesday. Sunil
Kumar (22) and his
wife Pooja (20) died on
the spot, while their
aunt Shivkumari sus-
tained severe injuries,
Jaswant Nagar police
station in-charge
Abdul Salam Siddiqui
said. The accident
took place on Monday
evening near Nagla
Naval village, he said.
The injured was un-
dergoing treatment at
the Saifai hospital
here, the official said.

Truck accident
Thane: A truck hit an
advertisement pole on
Thane’s arterial
Ghodbunder Road on
Tuesday following
which its driver and
cleaner got stuck in-
side and were rescued
after over two hours,
officials said. Both of
them suffered in-
juries and were later
admitted to a hospital,
they said. The acci-
dent, which took
place around 3.30 am,
led to a huge traffic
jam on the busy route
in the morning rush
hours, causing hard-
ships to office-goers
and other commuters.

Light rain
New Delhi: The mini-
mum temperature in
the city dipped slight-
ly to settle at 26.4 de-
grees Celsius on
Tuesday, even as the
weather office fore-
cast generally cloudy
sky with light rain or
drizzle later in the day.
Parts of the national
capital had received
scattered rainfall on
Monday and the maxi-
mum temperature set-
tled at 35.2 degrees
Celsius, a notch above
the season’s average.
The city reported 2
mm of rainfall from
8:30 AM on Monday to
8:30 AM on Tuesday,
as per data shared by
the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Lightning kills 2
Medininagar: Two
persons including a
woman were killed
when lightning
struck them in
Jharkhand’s Palamu
district, police said
on Tuesday. The vic-
tims Balram Yadav
(56) and Manmati
Devi (45) were graz-
ing cattle in a field
when thunderbolt
struck, killing them
on the spot on
Monday, the police
said. The bodies have
been sent to
Medinirai Medical
College and Hospital
for post-mortem.
Deputy
Commissioner
Anjaneyulu Dodde
told PTI that a com-
pensation of Rs 4
lakh would be provid-
ed to the victims fam-
ily from Disaster
Management fund.

Local train derails
Mumbai: A local
train derailed when it
moved in reverse di-
rection at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus in
Mumbai on Tuesday
morning, affecting
suburban services on
the Harbour Line, an
official said. No one
was injured in the in-
cident which took
place on platform no.
1 of the CSMT around
9.40 am, Central
Railway’s chief public
relations officer
Shivaji Sutar said.

Kannauj (UP), Jul 26 (PTI):

A 15-year-old boy in
Madaiya village here was
allegedly locked in a room
and beaten to death by three
teachers who accused him
of stealing a watch, police
said on Tuesday.

Dilshan alias Raja, a
Class IX student, suc-
cumbed to injuries in a
Kanpur hospital, they said.
His relatives alleged he was
beaten to death.

The body of the student
was sent for post mortem.

Police are investigating
and if the matter of assault
with the student comes to
the fore, then strict action
will be taken against the ac-
cused as per the rules,
Superintendent of Police
Kunwar Anupam Singh
said.

Dilshan, a resident of
Paschim Madaiya village of
Kasava Chowki area of
Chhibramau Kotwali, had
gone to R S Inter College,
Ramlila Maidan, on July 23
for admission in Class IX.
Jahgir, his father, in his

complaint alleged that a
teacher, Shivkumar Yadav,
had called Dilshan and ac-
cused him of stealing a
watch. After the accusation
was made, he and his fellow
teachers, Prabhakar and
Vivek Yadav, allegedly
locked the student in a room
and beat him mercilessly.
The student was admitted to
a local hospital in critical
condition, but was taken to
Kanpur after he showed no
improvement. He died
Monday night during treat-
ment.

UP village student beaten to death by
teachers for ‘stealing’ watch
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POPE FRANCIS IN CANADA

Pope Francis leaves with Indigenous peoples after praying in a cemetery at the former residential school, in
Maskwacis, near Edmonton, Canada. Pope Francis begins a “penitential” visit to Canada to beg forgiveness from
survivors of the country’s residential schools, where Catholic missionaries contributed to the “cultural genocide”
of generations of Indigenous children by trying to stamp out their languages, cultures and traditions. Francis set to
visit the cemetery at the former residential school in Maskwacis.  

HAN KUANG EXERCISES

A Cheng Kung class frigate fires an anti air missile as part of a navy demonstration in Taiwan’s annual Han Kuang
exercises off the island’s eastern coast near the city of Yilan, Taiwan on Tuesday, July 26, 2022. The Taiwanese capi-
tal Taipei staged a civil defense drill Monday and President Tsai Ing-wen on Tuesday attended the annual Han
Kuang military exercises, although there was no direct connection with tensions over a possible visit by U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Islamabad, Jul 26 (PTI):

Pakistan’s coalition gov-
ernment has criticised the
Supreme Court’s decision
not to form a full bench to
hear a key case related to
the contentious election of
the Punjab chief minister
and announced that it
would boycott the court
proceedings.

On Monday the
Supreme Court refused to
form a full bench to hear a
case related to the re-elec-
tion of Hamza Shehbaz as
the Chief Minister of
Punjab province, saying it
will have to hear more ar-
guments before taking a
decision on the issue.

Jamiat Ulema-I-
IslamFazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
at a press conference in
Islamabad said that the
government lawyers rec-
ommended a full bench

but the court instead of re-
flecting and accepting the
advice, rejected it.

JUI-F is a coalition part-
ner in the Pakistan gov-
ernment headed by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ’s
s Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

“The allies of all parties
want to give a clear stance
that if (our request for a)
full court bench is rejected
then we, too, reject this de-
cision of the court. We will
not appear before this
bench for this case and
will boycott it, he said.

A three-member apex
court bench comprising
Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice Ijazul
Ahsan and Justice Munib
Akhter on Monday heard
the main petition filed by
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi,
who was the candidate for
the chief minister’s slot.

Elahi secured 186 votes

against 179 votes of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) candidate
Hamza but lost after
Deputy Speaker Sardar
Dost Muhammad Mazari
rejected 10 votes of his
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) lawmak-
ers.

Mazari refused to count
the vote after party chief
Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain through a letter
directed his party lawmak-
ers to vote for Hamza, son
of Prime Minister Sharif
and PML-N president.

Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
who is from the Pakistan
People’s Party, reaffirmed
the boycott call, saying
that the demand for a full
court was for the sake of
the Constitution, democra-
cy and the court’s own in-
tegrity.

“This case is about

Parliament and when you
are giving decisions about
an institution, we think
your entire institution
should sit and decide,” he
said.

“Had a full court lis-
tened to us then the entire
country would’ve accepted
your decision,” he added.

PML-N Vice President
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
said it was a “test” for the
apex court since it was a
requirement of justice
that a judge or bench re-
cuse themselves from a
case in which fingers were
raised on them.

“This is done in every
court in the world where
there is rule of law and the
Constitution,” he said.

Abbasi said the three
judges of the existing
bench had the responsibil-
ity to decide whether or
not history would accept
their conduct.

Pak govt coalition to boycott SC 
proceedings in Punjab CM election case

Colombo, Jul 26 (PTI):

Sri Lanka will restrict
fuel imports for the next 12
months as it is facing a se-
vere shortage of foreign
exchange, Minister of
Power and Energy
Kanchana Wijesekera has
said while announcing a
rationing system for the
distribution of fuel across
the crisis-hit island na-
tion.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, is under
the grip of an unprece-
dented economic turmoil,
leaving millions strug-
gling to buy food, medi-
cine, fuel and other essen-
tials.

The severe foreign ex-
change shortage has ham-
pered the import of fuel
and other essentials in the
country reeling under the
worst economic crisis in
seven decades.

Taking to Twitter on
Monday, Wijesekera said a
QR system has been intro-
duced as the daily fuel de-
mand cannot be fulfilled.

QR system was intro-
duced since the daily fuel
demand cannot be ful-
filled. Due to Forex issues,
Fuel imports have to be re-

stricted in the next 12
months, he said.

Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) has
never distributed Fuel
daily to Every single Fuel
Station. Practically not
possible even when stocks
are unlimited, he said.

With the government
hard pressed to pay for
fuel imports due to the se-
vere forex crisis, it intro-
duced a fuel pass scheme
on Saturday where the is-
sues would be rationed
under a limited weekly
quantity.

Since June 27 the gov-
ernment has stopped fuel
supplies and restricted es-
sential services.

In a series of tweets, the
minister explained the
implementation of the
National Fuel Pass.

The National Fuel
License (QR) will be im-
plemented from July 26
at several CEYPETCO
and the Lankan Indian
Oil Company (LIOC)
petrol stations across
the country. This system
will be in effect until
August 1 with the last
digits of the number
plate, he said.

Filling stations not

equipped or having techni-
cal difficulties will follow
the last digit system and
fuel quota allocation until
the technical issues are
rectified, he said, adding
that 60 per cent of the loca-
tions had already been
equipped and tested and
will be given a priority in
fuel distribution.

All petrol station own-
ers of CEYPETCO and
LIOC are requested to
adopt QR system immedi-
ately and distribution will
be strictly enforced to fuel
stations with the QR facili-
ties by 1st of August. We
request the public to regis-
ter with National Fuel
Pass and support the ini-
tiative, he said.

Sri Lanka to restrict fuel imports for one year
amid worst economic crisis: Minister

Bangkok, Jul 26 (AP):

International outrage
over Myanmar’s execution
of four political prisoners
intensified Tuesday with
strong condemnation from
world governments and
grassroots protests.

Myanmar’s military-led
government that seized
power from elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyi in
February 2021 has been ac-
cused of thousands of ex-
trajudicial killings since
then, but the hangings an-
nounced Monday were the
country’s first official exe-

cutions in decades.
We feel that this is a

crime against humanity,
said Malaysian Foreign
Minister Saifuddin
Abdullah, speaking at the
side of the U.N.’s Special
Envoy on Myanmar
Noeleen Heyzer at a press
conference in Kuala
Lumpur. He said the execu-
tions would be a focus of the
upcoming meetings of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations foreign min-
isters, which begin in
Cambodia in a week.
Myanmar is a member of
the influential ASEAN

group, which has been try-
ing to implement a five-
point consensus it reached
on Myanmar last year call-
ing for dialogue among all
concerned parties, provi-
sion of humanitarian assis-
tance, an immediate cessa-
tion of violence and a visit
by a special envoy to meet
all parties. With the execu-
tions, he said, we look at it
as if the junta is making a
mockery of the five point
process. In Bangkok, hun-
dreds of pro-democracy
demonstrators protested
outside neighboring
Myanmar’s embassy, wav-
ing flags and chanting slo-
gans amid a heavy down-
pour.

The dictators used their
power arbitrarily, yelled a
young man through a bull-
horn to the crowd, some of
whom waved pictures of
Suu Kyi or the four execut-
ed men.

We can’t tolerate this any
more. Among the four exe-
cuted was Phyo Zeya Thaw,
a 41-year-old former law-
maker from Suu Kyi’s party,
and Kyaw Min Yu, a 53-year-
old democracy activist bet-
ter known as Ko Jimmy.

Widespread condemnation of
Myanmar’s execution of prisoners

Billings, Jul 26 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion on Monday announced
plans to replant trees on
millions of acres of burned
and dead woodlands as offi-
cials struggle to counter the
increasing toll on the na-
tion’s forests from wildfires,
insects and other manifesta-
tions of climate change.

Destructive fires in re-
cent years that burned too
hot for forests to quickly re-
grow have far outpaced the
government’s capacity to re-
plant trees. That’s created a
backlog of 4.1 million acres
(1.7 million hectares) in
need of replanting, officials
said.

The U.S. Agriculture
Department said it will have
to quadruple the number of
tree seedlings produced by
nurseries to get through the
backlog and meet future
needs. That comes after
Congress last year passed
bipartisan legislation di-
recting the Forest Service to
plant 1.2 billion trees over
the next decade and after
President Joe Biden in
April ordered the agency to
make the nation’s forests
more resilient as the globe
gets hotter. Much of the ad-

ministration’s broader agen-
da to tackle climate change
remains stalled amid dis-
agreement in Congress,
where Democrats hold a
razor-thin majority. That’s
left officials to pursue a more
piecemeal approach with in-
cremental measures such as
Monday’s announcement,
while the administration con-
siders whether to declare a
climate emergency that could
open the door to more aggres-
sive executive branch actions.

Our forests, rural commu-
nities, agriculture and econo-
my are connected across a
shared landscape and their
existence is at stake,
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack said in a statement
announcing the reforestation
plan. Only through bold, cli-
mate-smart actions ... can we
ensure their future.” Almost
5.6 million acres have burned
so far in the U.S. this year,
putting 2022 on pace to match
or exceed the record-setting
2015 fire season, when 10.1
million acres (4.1 million
hectares) burned. Many
forests regenerate naturally
after fires, but if the blazes
get too intense they can leave
behind barren landscapes
that linger for decades be-
fore the trees come back.

US to plant more trees as climate
change kills off forests

Dallas, Jul 26 (AP):

A grass fire apparently
sparked by a mower
swept about 300 yards
across a tinder-dry open
field to a suburban Dallas
subdivision Monday,
burning through wood-
en fences and torching
as many as 20 homes, of-
ficials said.

The blaze in Balch
Springs was the latest in

drought-stricken North
Texas, which has been
vulnerable to explosive
wildfires for at least two
weeks.

The mower was being
used in the open field to
trim the brush when its
blade struck some de-
bris and generated a
spark that ignited the
blaze, said Balch
Springs Fire Marshal
Sean Davis.

The fire spread quick-
ly north from the shoul-
der of Interstate 20 to
the subdivision about 4
pm Monday, causing
varying degrees of dam-
age to 14 to 20 homes be-
fore the flames were con-
tained, Davis said.

Grass fire torches as many
as 20 Dallas-area homes

New York, Jul 26 (PTI):

Several Indian-origin
persons have been charged
in the US with insider trad-
ing in two separate alleged
schemes in which they
made more than five mil-
lion dollars in illegal prof-
its.

Amit Bhardwaj, 49, the
former chief information
security officer of
Lumentum Holdings and
his friends Dhirenkumar
Patel, 50, Srinivasa

Kakkera, 47, Abbas Saeedi,
47, and Ramesh Chitor, 45,
have been charged by the
Securities and Exchange
Commission on Monday.

The SEC alleges that
these persons, all residing
in California, traded ahead
of two corporate acquisi-
tion announcements by
Lumentum and generated
more than USD 5.2 million
in illicit profits.

In another action, the
SEC alleges insider trading
by investment banker

Brijesh Goel, 37, and his
friend Akshay Niranjan, 33.
They both are from New

York. Niranjan was a for-
eign exchange trader at a
large financial institution.

Several Indian-origin persons charged in insider trading cases in US

WW hile mask-wearing is no
longer required in many loca-

tions, it remains in use as a way to
limit the spread of COVID-19. One of
the criticisms of masks has been that
they make communication more diffi-
cult. A recent report by the UK
Department for Education, for exam-
ple, suggests that mask wearing dur-
ing the pandemic caused communica-
tion difficulties in classrooms.
However, our new research shows
that for people without hearing and
language difficulties, the effects of
face masks on the understanding of
speech are in fact mild.

Although face masks slow down
our understanding of speech, they
rarely lead to misunderstandings.
Masks also do not affect our under-
standing in all situations. They gener-
ally only have an effect when the
topic of the conversation is unpre-
dictable.

26 children (aged eight to 12) and
26 adults without hearing or lan-
guage difficulties took part in our
study. We showed them videos of a
person speaking while wearing a
cloth face mask and asked them to
repeat back the last word of each
sentence they had heard. This
allowed us to measure how quickly
and how accurately people under-
stand face-masked speech.

As well as testing our participants'
understanding of masked versus non-
masked speech, we also manipulated
the video in order to test the audio
and visual effects of the mask sepa-
rately. This meant that, for instance,
the video showed a non-masked
speaker but played audio recorded
with the mask on. We found that chil-

dren process masked speech up to
8% less accurately and 8% more
slowly than normal speech, while
adults process masked speech up to
6.5% less accurately and 18% more
slowly.

In general, adults responded to
speech faster than children in the
study - about 23% faster (148 mil-
liseconds) when listening to face
mask speech and 29% faster (176
milliseconds) when listening to nor-
mal speech. Adults' highly efficient
processing of normal speech could be
one reason why the effect of face
masks on their speed is more pro-
nounced.

TThhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  ffaaccee  mmaasskkss
Face masks change our use of lan-

guage in two ways. They change
what a speaker sounds like and may
give the impression that their speech
is muffled. Most masks also block the
view of the speaker's lips.

Surprisingly, our research shows
that the way masks change the sound
when we speak affects children more
than the visual obstruction of the
speaker's lips. The reason for this
could be that children are not as good
at combining visual information with
sound as adults are when hearing and
seeing a speaker. As a result, seeing
the speaker's lip movements while
hearing masked speech does not
improve how accurately they under-
stand what is being said.

This is different from adults, who
find masked speech more difficult to
understand because of the unique
combination of visual blocking and
sound changes. We found that
acoustically muffled masked speech
does not affect adults' understanding
when they can see the speaker's lip
movements. Similarly, concealing the
talker's mouth does not have an
effect when the speech sound is
clear. However, most masks conceal
the mouth and change the speech
sound at the same time.

WWhhaatt  wwee''rree  ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt  mmaatttteerrss
Interestingly, the topic of conver-

sation matters. Face masks affect our
understanding less when we can
anticipate what our conversation
partner is going to say.

As well as testing our participants'

understanding of masked versus non-
masked speech, we also manipulated
the video in order to test the audio
and visual effects of the mask sepa-
rately. This meant that, for instance,
the video showed a non-masked
speaker but played audio recorded
with the mask on.

We found that children process
masked speech up to 8% less accu-
rately and 8% more slowly than nor-
mal speech, while adults process
masked speech up to 6.5% less accu-
rately and 18% more slowly.

In general, adults responded to
speech faster than children in the
study - about 23% faster (148 mil-
liseconds) when listening to face
mask speech and 29% faster (176
milliseconds) when listening to nor-
mal speech. Adults' highly efficient
processing of normal speech could be
one reason why the effect of face
masks on their speed is more pro-
nounced.

TThhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  ffaaccee  mmaasskkss
Face masks change our use of lan-

guage in two ways. They change
what a speaker sounds like and may
give the impression that their speech
is muffled. Most masks also block the
view of the speaker's lips.

Surprisingly, our research shows
that the way masks change the sound
when we speak affects children more
than the visual obstruction of the
speaker's lips. The reason for this
could be that children are not as good
at combining visual information with
sound as adults are when hearing and
seeing a speaker. As a result, seeing
the speaker's lip movements while
hearing masked speech does not
improve how accurately they under-
stand what is being said.

This is different from adults, who
find masked speech more difficult to
understand because of the unique
combination of visual blocking and
sound changes. We found that
acoustically muffled masked speech
does not affect adults' understanding
when they can see the speaker's lip
movements. Similarly, concealing the
talker's mouth does not have an
effect when the speech sound is
clear. However, most masks conceal
the mouth and change the speech

sound at the same time.
WWhhaatt  wwee''rree  ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt  mmaatttteerrss
Interestingly, the topic of conver-

sation matters. Face masks affect our
understanding less when we can
anticipate what our conversation
partner is going to say.

This is because knowing the con-
versation context helps us to under-
stand language quickly and effort-
lessly. For example, in the sentence
For your birthday I baked this cake ,
the words birthday and baked are
related in meaning to the last word
cake and often occur together. Our
brains can use this information to
predict what a speaker is going to
say. Our study shows that giving this
type of contextual information
reduces the difficulties in under-
standing masked speech. When given
high contextual information, both
children and adults process masked
speech only 1% less accurately than
normal speech. This explains why
communicating with masks causes
difficulties in some situations but not
others.

While there have been fears that
masks would affect children's learn-
ing, in the classroom teachers use
many techniques that increase con-
textual information. They design les-
sons in a way that builds upon stu-
dents' existing knowledge and use
images, keywords and written text.
All of these techniques support chil-
dren's understanding of what is being
said and help them to compensate for
face mask effects.

Listeners also use other clues that
reduce mask effects. For example,
most masks do not cover the upper
part of the face. This is good news
because seeing the speaker's eyes
and upper face helps us to under-
stand masked speech better. As a
result, our comprehension of lan-
guage is remarkably robust.

However, participants in our study
did not have any hearing or speech
difficulties, and only listened to an
adult speaker in quiet conditions. We
don't know how mask wearing has
affected children's communication
with their peers, or its impact on
other aspects of their learning and
wellbeing.
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More stress now
The decision for CBSE to do
away with merit lists for class X
and XII exams is inconsequen-
tial as admission to Central uni-
versities shall be based on the
CUET score. Students will have
to now undergo more competi-
tion and stress. Coaching cen-
tres have started mushrooming
for CUET exam. The premise for
conducting such an exam was
to level the field, but students
who can afford coaching class-
es have an edge. The field
remains uneven. Also, the stan-
dard of question papers for
diverse subjects is comparable
to class XII board exams, unlike
JEE or NEET. Schools should
advise students to zero in on
their class XII syllabus — a key
to cracking the competitive
exam. This shall assuage the
anxiety of students and parents.

DDeeeeppaakk  SSiinngghhaall,,  NNooiiddaa

Regulate media
The concern expressed by
the CJI is genuine, but put-
ting the entire media in a
poor light is not right .
There is some good con-
tent too. Those using this
platform for vested inter-
ests should be barred.
Instead of taming such
channels, the government
is interested only in tam-
ing its critics. The ruling
dispensation is itself util-
ising this platform for fur-
thering its agenda. The
hope now is judiciary,
which should take cogni-
sance and issue necessary
directives to the govern-
ment to ban such channels.

Ravinder Singh,
by mail

Tricolour ‘made 
in China’

Modications in the flag code is a
welcome step and should be a
part of school curriculum.
Allowing only authorised manu-
facturers for specific sizes and
proper dimensions, and making
flags available on affordable
price for every citizen should be
encouraged. Free availability may
result in its disrespect, damage
or use by anti-social elements. It
was a surprise to receive a ‘made
in China’ Tricolour when I ordered
it online.

RRSS  KKiisshhttwwaarriiaa,,  PPaallaammppuurr

Doctors in rural areas
‘Improving doctor reten-
tion in rural areas’ will not
be easy for the govern-
ment. To encourage doc-
tors to serve in villages,
the foremost prerequisite
must be sufficient provi-
sion of medicines and
well-equipped labs. Rural
doctors are cut off from
the latest research in med-
ical field. They should be
given extra financial bene-
fits and guaranteed admis-
sion to specialised courses
after rural service of a
specified duration. All vil-
lage health centres should
have proper residential fa-
cilities for the doctors and
paramedical staff.

VK Anand, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Delhi has reported its first case of monkeypox, taking the tally in India
to four as the first three cases have been reported in Kerala. The WHO
has declared  monkeypox  a  global  public  health emergency of  inter-
national concern, but experts say there is no need to panic as the dis-
ease is less contagious and rarely fatal. A monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled by strong surveillance. The virus spread can be
contained by isolation of confirmed cases and quarantine of  contacts.
The WHO has called on nations to work closely with communities of
men who have sex with men and adopt measures that protect the
health, humanrights and dignity of affected communities. More than
16,000 cases of  the disease have now been reported from 75 countries
and there have been five deaths so far as a result of the outbreak.
Though the WHO has not dubbed it as a worldwide epidemic, it is clear-
ly an emerging pandemic. The cases will rise rapidly with improved sur-
veillance, access to diagnostics,  and  continuing  global  spread  of
infection. Although many tools are needed to control this unfolding pan-
demic, it’s clear that limiting ongoing spread will require a comprehen-
sive international vaccination strategy and adequate supplies. People 40
years old and younger who have not benefitted from the immunization
campaign that eradicated smallpox by 1980 are now susceptible to mon-
keypox (which is in the same virus family as smallpox), and this lack of
population immunity has contributed to the current outbreak. Although
respiratory droplet transmission might occur, there is no evidence of
airborne transmission as there is with COVID-19. And because monkey-
pox is a self-limited infection with symptoms lasting 2 to 4 weeks, there
isn’t a chronic carrier state as there is with HIV, which would increase
the risk for ongoing transmission. The recent outbreak which has affect-
ed several countries leading to a worrisome situation is caused by the
west African strain which is less severe than the Congo lineage report-
ed earlier. The cases reported in India are also of the less severe west
African lineage. Moreover, monkeypox is not a new virus. It has been
present globally for five decades, and there is a reasonable understand-
ing of its viral structure, transmission and pathogenicity. The virus caus-
es mostly mild illness. It is less contagious and   requires   close   per-
sonal   contact   with symptomatic individuals in contrast to the SARS-
CoV-2 that had a respiratory spread and a high proportion of asympto-
matic cases. It is usually a self-limited disease with the symptoms last-
ing from two to four weeks.The Union Health Ministry has taken prompt
measures by directing officials concerned to ensure strict health screen-
ing of  all arriving international travellers to minimise the risk of  impor-
tation of monkeypox cases into the country. In the 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox Disease' issued to states and Union territo-
ries, the Centre has stated that the incubation period (interval from
infection toonset of symptoms) of monkeypox is usually from six to 13
days but can range from five to 21 days. The case fatality ratio of mon-
keypox has historically ranged from zero to 11 per cent in the general
population and has been higher among young children. In recent times,
the case fatality ratio has been around three-six per cent. 

Monkeypox, not a new virus
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Army jawans paying tribute at the Balidan Stambh to commemorate the Kargil Vijay Diwas, in Jammu.

Face masks affect how children understand
speech differently from adults, new research

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

India's draft National Youth Policy (NYP), 2021 envisages unlocking the
potential of youth to advance India and five priority areas- education;
employment and entrepreneurship; youth leadership and development;
health, fitness and sports; and social justice. The "Youth in India 2022",
a report published by the Social Statistics Division of National Statistical
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), has brought to light the hard realities that the country's efforts
of creating a demographic dividend by taking advantage of having the
world's largest youth population, are mired in challenges of social exclu-
sion and gender disparity. Quoting from the Report of Technical Group
on Population Projections, constituted by Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, the MoSPI report states that youth in the age group of 15-29
years comprise 27.2% of the country's population for year 2021 which is
expected to decrease to 22.7 by 2036 but still huge in absolute numbers
of 345 million. However, the achievements made under the NYP 2014,
which is proposed to be replaced with the NYP 2021, are significant and
demonstrate the importance of prioritising youth empowerment in all
aspects to create the desired demographic dividend. The gender gap in
literacy continues to persist despite significant improvement in female
literacy. Addressing the problems of urban-rural divide and persisting
regional disparities is critical to eliminate the gender disparity among
youth and creating equal opportunities of employment and livelihood.
The Labour Force Participation Rate is a significant indicator of where
the country stands as far as demographic dividend goals are concerned.
The MoSPI report states that during 2017-18, young people's participa-
tion rate in the labour force was at low levels of 38.2% which increased
to 41.4% during 2020-21. It points out that that young women's labour
force participation is far below the young men's in all the regions and
also overall the years. "However, LFPR of female youth rose by around 5
percentage points from 2017-18 to 2020-21 with the increase more in
rural than urban areas. In the 15 years and above age group also, maxi-
mum increase in LFPR was of rural females, from 24.6 in 2017-18 to 36.5
in 2020-21," is adds pointing towards the male-female and urban-rural
gaps. The action plans under the NYP 2021 addressing these issues will
be crucial to achieve the envisioned goals and objectives. High youth
unemployment in India is another problem area flagged in the report.
The youth unemployment rate was "still on higher side" despite "signif-
icant reduction" from 17.8 % in 2017-18 to 12.9% in 2020-21, it states
and adds that urban area experienced worse unemployment scenario of
youth than rural area and female youth experienced higher unemploy-
ment rate as compared to male youth. The NYP 2021 states that
employed young women and men pave the path to a strong economy
and are central to a nation's prosperity and the returns on employment
are deeply interlinked with the indices of development, such as health,
nutrition, and education. The draft policy envisions a future for the
Indian youth to 'empower young Indians to grow enterprises and find
sustainable, productive employment" but more emphasis in reducing
gender disparity is needed to ensure that the goal does not remain in
policy statement. Another key data sets highlighted in the MoSPI report
for policymakers and other stakeholders is that the data on percentage
of youth "participating in a day in unpaid domestic service activities for
household members" and "average time spent in a day in unpaid domes-
tic service activities". At all-India level, 79.2% female youth were
engaged in food and meals management and preparation followed by
65.9% females engaged in cleaning and maintaining of own dwelling
and surroundings and 48.6% females involved in care and maintenance
of textiles and footwear whereas, for male youth, the proportions were
6.4%, 6.1% and3.5% respectively. Again, the phenomenon was more
highlighted in rural areas than urban areas, the report states which also
explains how gender disparity and urban-rural divide are posing stum-
bling blocks to India reaping its demographic dividend despite signifi-
cant increase in government investment on the agenda of youth. The
government investment increased by Rs 65,000 crores from Rs 92,000
crores in 2012-13 to Rs 157,000 crores in 2018-19. The increased in
investment has been attributed to inclusion of non-target scheme on
youth-targeted schemes worth Rs 55,000 crores in which youths were
significant beneficiaries in addition to youth-targeted schemes in edu-
cation, health, skill development and other areas. The NYP2021 points
out that budget for Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in 2020-21 was
Rs 2200 crore and grew incrementally at 0.01% of India's GDP compared
to some lesser developed Asian countries like Bahrain and Nepal at 0.2%
of GDP and Bangladesh at 0.1% of GDP. The MoSPI report findings jus-
tify mobilising required resources to achieve the objectives of the new
youth policy.

Reaping India’s demographic dividend
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JULIA SCHWARZ

WW idespread availability of tests, vac-
cines are crucial to tackle monkey-

pox outbreak, said Ashish Jha, the White
House coronavirus response coordinator.
On CBS News talk show "Face the Nation",
Jha said that the aim is to "eliminate this
virus from the US" and that the country is
ready with necessary tools.

"Right now we have over 2,000 cases,
but we have ramped up vaccinations,
ramped up treatments, ramped up testing,
and we're going to continue to look at all
sorts of policy options," he was quoted as
saying. "Right now, we think we can get
our arms around this thing, but obviously,
if we need further tools, we will invoke
them as we need them."

Jha noted ensuring widespread avail-
ability of testing for monkeypox is crucial
to containing the disease, and said the US
now has the capacity for 80,000 tests per
week. There are also 300,000 vaccine
doses, he added.

"The plan here is very straightforward.
The plan is to eliminate this virus from the
US," Jha said.

"I think we can do that. We've got the
vaccines, and we've got the diagnostic
tests. And you're gonna just see more and
more action from the administration.

What I will remind you is that the first case
was about two months ago. There has
been a very substantial ramping up of
response in the last two months with more
coming with a very specific goal, which is
to eliminate the virus from the United
States." His comments at a time the US
has been criticised by many scientists and
patients who slammed the health officials
for their slow response to the virus.

Earlier this month, Eric Feigl-Ding, a top
US epidemiologist and health economist,
lamented that the response to monkeypox
-- both in terms of testing and vaccine roll
out -- is "vastly inadequate" in many coun-
tries like the US. These problems have led
the monkeypox virus to spread unchecked,
he noted.

Widespread tests, vax key 
to contain monkeypox outbreak

R esearchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in

the US have developed a silk-based
biodegradable system to replace harm-
ful microplastics added to agricultural
products, paints and cosmetics.
Microplastics, tiny plastic particles
now found in air, water and soil around
the world, are increasingly recognized
as a serious pollution threat, and are
found in the bloodstream of animals
and people around the world. Unlike
the higher quality silk yarns used for
finer fabrics, the silk protein used in
the new alternative material is widely
available and less expensive.

While silkworm cocoons must be
painstakingly unwound to produce the
fine threads needed for the fabric, for
this use, non-textile-quality cocoons
can be used, and the silk fibers are sim-
ply cut into a scalable water- can be dis-
solved using based process. The pro-
cessing is so simple and tunable that
the resulting material can be adapted
to work on existing manufacturing
equipment, potentially providing a
simple “drop in” solution using exist-
ing factories, the team says in ‘Small’
Magazine described in a paper. “We
can’t solve the whole microplastic

problem with one solution that fits all
of them. Ten percent of a large num-
ber is still a big number. We can’t find a
solution,” said Benedetto Marelli, an
MIT professor of civil and environ-
mental engineering. In time, one per-
cent of the world will solve climate
change and pollution.” Silk is consid-
ered safe for food or medical use, as it is
non-toxic and degrades naturally in
the body. In laboratory tests, the re-
searchers demonstrated that the silk-
based coating material could be used
in existing, standard spray-based man-
ufacturing equipment to make it solu-
ble in standard water. The microencap-
sulated herbicide product was tested in
a greenhouse on a corn crop. Testing
showed it worked even better than an
existing commercial product, causing
less damage to plants, said Muchun
Liu, a doctoral student at MIT.

Can silk replace microplastics?
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Bullion exchange

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
country's first interna-
tional bullion ex-
change at Gujarat
International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City)
on Friday. He will also
lay the foundation
stone of the unified
regulator
International
Financial Services
Centres Authority's
headquarters build-
ing. GIFT City is
India's maiden
International
Financial Services
Centre (IFSC). The
prime minister, dur-
ing his visit, will
launch the India
International Bullion
Exchange (IIBX),
which will facilitate ef-
ficient price discovery
with the assurance of
responsible sourcing
and quality, apart from
giving impetus to the
financialisation of
gold in India, accord-
ing to a statement by
IFSC Authority.

Steel plants
Bhubaneswar: At
least 12 more steel
plants will be set up
in Odisha with a pro-
duction capacity of
60 million ton per
annum, state minis-
ter Prafulla Kumar
Mallik said on
Monday. Odisha cur-
rently has 51 steel
plants with a produc-
tion capacity of 33.12
mtpa, the minister
said. Three new steel
facilities will be set
up in Sundargarh dis-
trict, two in Jajpur
district, and one each
in Angul,
Kendrapada,
Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
and Jagatsinghpur
districts. Two steel
firms are yet to de-
cide on the districts
from where they
would operate,
Odisha's Steel and
Mines minister said
while replying to a
written question of
BJD MLA Dhruba
Charan Sahoo in the
state assembly.
Mallik, however, did
not mention the time
frame for setting up
the units.

Industries support

Chennai: The Tamil
Nadu government
would extend all its
support towards
progress of industrial
establishments operat-
ing in the state, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
said on Tuesday. After
inaugurating the
sprawling office of in-
formation technology
major Cognizant
Technology Solutions,
Stalin interacted with
the employees here.
The IT major which
commenced opera-
tions in 1994 with just
50 employees in Tamil
Nadu has set up its
new modern facility
spread across six lakh
square feet that would
house over 5,000 em-
ployees. Besides set-
ting up the office in
Chennai, Cognizant
has its presence in
Coimbatore.

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the borrow-
ing by state public sector
undertakings or their spe-
cial purpose vehicles
(SPVs) will be considered
as borrowing by the state
government needing con-
sent. Instances of borrow-
ing by certain state public
sector companies, SPVs
and other equivalent in-
struments, where princi-
pal and/or interest are to
be serviced out of the
state budgets, had come to
the notice of the Ministry
of Finance, she said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha. "Considering the
effect of bypassing the
Net Borrowing Ceiling
(NBC) of the States by
such borrowings, it was

decided and communicat-
ed to the States in March
2022 that borrowings by
State Public Sector com-
panies/cor porations,
Special purpose vehicles
(SPVs) and other equiva-
lent instruments, where
principal and/or interest
are to be serviced out of
the State Budgets and/or
by assignment of
taxes/cess or any other

State's revenue, shall be
considered as borrowings
made by the State," she
said. This kind of borrow-
ing would need the con-
sent of the Union
Government under
Article 293(3) of the
Constitution of India, she
said.

All States have enacted
their Fiscal
Responsibility and

Budget Management
(FRBM) Act Compliance
to the State FRBM Act is
monitored by the respec-
tive State Legislatures.
Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance generally follows
the fiscal limits mandated
by the accepted recom-
mendations of the
Finance Commission
while exercising the pow-
ers to approve borrowings
by States under Article
293 (3) of the Constitution
of India. The normal Net
Borrowing Ceiling (NBC)
of each State is fixed by
the Union Government in
the beginning of each fi-
nancial year. Adjustments
for the over-borrowing by
States during previous
years, if any, are made in
the borrowing limits of
subsequent year.

Debt raised by state PSUs to
be considered borrowing by

state: FM Sitharaman

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

India is on the path to
become a USD 30 trillion
economy in the next 30
years on the back strong
GDP growth, said
Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal. India is cur-
rently USD 3-3.5 trillion
economy and soon will
achieve USD 5 trillion, he
said while addressing an
event organised Ficci
Ladies Organisation. "As
we move to a USD 5 trillion
economy...we are well
poised on track to aspire to
be a USD 30 trillion econo-
my in the next 30 years. It
doesn't need any rocket
science. All it needs is un-
derstanding that the
power of our demographic
dividend, the youth power
and the power of democra-
cy, which India proudly
represents," he said.

He further said that at a

Compounded Annual
Growth Rate of 8 per cent,
the goal of USD 30 trillion
economy would be
achieved sooner or later.
The minister said that
women would play an im-
portant role in the growth
of India and there is al-
ways space for them on the
high table.

On Draupadi Murmu
taking over as President of
India on Monday, he said,
she has struggled a lot and
her elevation as the head
of the country is a matter

of pride not only for trib-
als of the country but for
everyone.

Murmu, India's
youngest president at 64
and the first to be born
after Independence, took
oath of office in the name
of god to "preserve, protect
and defend the
Constitution and the law".
She was administered
oath as the 15th President
of India by Chief Justice
of India N V Ramana at
the historic Central Hall.
Catapulted into the presi-
dential spotlight, the unas-
suming Murmu is be-
lieved to be deeply spiritu-
al and a keen practitioner
of the meditation tech-
niques of the Brahma
Kumaris, a movement she
embraced after she lost
her husband, two sons,
mother and brother in the
just six years between
2009-2015.

Mumbai, Jul 26:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty slid by nearly 1
per cent on Tuesday due to
profit booking in IT, bank-
ing and FMCG shares
ahead of the expected ag-
gressive rate hike by the
US Federal Reserve.
Marking its second
straight day of losses, the
30-share BSE benchmark
declined by 497.73 points
or 0.89 per cent to settle at
55,268.49, with 22 of its
constituents ending in the
red.

During the day, it tanked
562.79 points or 1 per cent
to a low of 55,203.43. The
broader NSE Nifty de-
clined by 147.15 points or
0.88 per cent to 16,483.85
after 38 of its stocks suc-
cumbed to profit taking.
Nifty had risen by over 5
per cent in the six-day
rally to Friday. IT major
Infosys fell the most by 3.4
per cent among Sensex
stocks. Wipro declined by
2.28 per cent, HCL Tech by
1.74 per cent, Tech
Mahindra by 1.68 per cent

and TCS by 1.62 per cent.
Banking stocks also took a
hit with Axis Bank falling
by 3 per cent, Kotak Bank
by 2.07 per cent, and SBI by
0.67 per cent. HDFC twins
and ICICI Bank also de-
clined. HUL, Dr Reddy's,
L&T, Titan, Nestle, Tata
Steel, Maruti and Sun
Pharma were also among
the losers.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv bucked the trend,
spurting by 5.58 per cent.

Bharti Airtel and Reliance
Industries also advanced
as the spectrum auction
started on Tuesday. The
Fed's meeting commenc-
ing Tuesday, which is ex-
pected to maintain its ag-
gressive rate hike of 75 bps
(basis points), and reces-
sion fears, especially in
western markets, weighed
on market sentiment, said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex, Nifty slide nearly 1 pc
on losses in IT, banking shares

India on path to become USD 30 trillion
economy in next 30 years: Goyal

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Akasa Air on Tuesday
said it will start operating
flights on the Bengaluru-
Mumbai route from
August 19. The new carri-
er will launch commercial
flight operations on
August 7 by running its
first service on the
M u m b a i - A h m e d a b a d
route. On August 13, the
airline will start opera-
tions on the Bengaluru-
Kochi route. "With this,
Akasa Air will have com-
pleted the inaugural phase
of its network develop-
ment across key cities like
Ahmedabad, Mumbai,
Kochi and Bengaluru,
making a total of 82 week-
ly flights available within
the first few weeks of its
operations," the airline
said in a statement. While
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
flights will operate 26
times a week, services on

the Bengaluru-Kochi route
and Bengaluru-Mumbai
route will operate 28 times
per week, it said.

Flying with the airline
code QP, Akasa Air will
begin commercial opera-
tions with two aircraft
from August 07, it men-
tioned. The carrier said it
will add two aircraft each
month, and by the end of
2023, it will have 18 aircraft
inducted into its fleet. The
airline plans to add anoth-
er 12 to 14 planes every 12
months, which will make
up its order of 72 Boeing
737 Max aircraft, delivered
over five years, it men-
tioned.

Akasa Air to start Bengaluru-Mumbai
flights from Aug 19

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Volvo Car India on
Tuesday launched its pure
electric SUV XC40
Recharge in the country
tagged at Rs 55.9 lakh (ex-
showroom). The model is
the first locally assembled
luxury electric vehicle in
India.

"The launch of the XC40
Recharge and its assembly
at our Bangalore plant fur-
ther reinforces Volvo Car's
long-term vision and com-
mitment to India and the
Indian consumer," Volvo
Car India Managing

Director Jyoti Malhotra
said in a statement. The
model comes with a range
of over 400 km on a single
charge, he added. XC40
Recharge will only be sold
online directly by the
Swedish carmaker.
Customers can place or-
ders by making a payment
of Rs 50,000 online directly
on Volvo Car India website
from July 27. The model
generates 408 hp of power
and comes with various
safety features. Volvo en-
tered India in 2007 and cur-
rently has 22 dealerships
across the country.

Volvo drives in locally assembled
XC40 Recharge SUV at Rs 55.9 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Prices of Cold Rolled
Coils (CRC) steel declined to
Rs 70,915 a tonne in June
from the peak of Rs 85,237
per tonne in April, Union
minister Faggan Singh
Kulaste said.

Steel is one of the most
widely-used alloy and any
movement in its prices im-
pacts the consumers in sec-
tors like infrastructure and
automobile. "To stabilise
prices of coal and address
the issues of steel produc-
ers, government has made
modifications in tariffs on
raw materials of steel,
which includes coking coal,
vide notification dated
21.05.2022 wherein import
duty on anthracite/pul-
verised coal injection coal,
coke and semi-coke have
been reduced to zero," the

Minister of State for Steel
said told the Rajya Sabha.
According to Kulaste, from
Rs 72,081 in 2021, the per
tonne prices of CRC contin-
ued to register an upward
trend to peak at Rs 85,237 in
April 2022. However in May
2022 -- when the govern-
ment announced duty relat-
ed measures -- the steel
prices came down to Rs

79,106 per tonne and further
to Rs 70,915 a tonne in June
2022. According to steel in-
dustry consultancy
SteelMint India, Indian pri-
mary mills reduced flat
steel prices by Rs 3,000-5,000
per tonne in the first week
of July while longs had re-
mained more or less un-
changed. Mills reduced flats
prices mainly because of
the lack of export orders in
the aftermath of the 15 per
cent export levy.

"It seems that prices have
almost bottomed out. We
can say this based on the
fact that many mills have
opted for production cuts in
July to restore the supply-
demand imbalance espe-
cially in flat steel. This will
support prices," the re-
search firm said while shar-
ing its outlook on the price
trend.

Steel prices fell to Rs 70,915/tonne
in June on duty cut: Kulaste

Mumbai, Jul 26: 

Get ready for the monsoon
season with The Monsoon
store on Amazon.in.
Customers can avail of a host
of exciting offers and deals
on monsoon essentials such
as raincoats & protectors,
home care & pest control,
emergency lights, waterproof
beauty and grooming prod-
ucts, health and hygiene sup-
plements, home & kitchen
appliances and much more.
The store is live till,
September 30, 2022.
Customers can save an addi-
tional 10% by using Bank of
Baroda Credit Card and
Credit EMI. Additionally, cus-
tomers can also avail a 10%
instant discount using Citi
Bank Credit Card, Debit Card
and Credit EMI in between
25th to 29th July. As cus-
tomers get ready to enjoy the
monsoon season, they can

look forward to exciting
deals and offers from top
brands such as American
Tourister, Marks & Spencer,
Harpa, Sparx, Liberty,
Panasonic, Lloyd, and much
more. Additionally, cus-
tomers can stock up on mon-
soon essentials and get great
offers on water resistant
bags, waterproof gadgets,
and smartwatches, fitness
accessories, washing
machines, travel luggage &
accessories etc.  across vari-
ous categories.  Customers
can also discover deals on
the monsoon store by using
the voice feature on their
Amazon shopping app
(Android only). They just
need to tap the Alexa button
on the bottom right of their
Amazon app and say –
“Alexa, go to the Monsoon
Store” and they will be auto-
matically directed to the des-
tination. 

Kolkata, Jul 26: 

Keeping the vision ofa
clean & green environment
alive and supported byits
move towards sustainable
transportation, Tata
Motorstoday announced
its partnership with EC
Wheels India Pvt. Ltd.(an
Associate of Steelman
Group), an app based
urban transportation serv-
ice in Kolkatato deploy
1,000 XPREST Electric
sedans for cab transporta-
tion.With a commanding
EV market share of 90% in
the east, the signing of this
MoU makes for the biggest
ever EV fleet order in the

region. As part of this part-
nership, the Company will
commence deliveries in
phases. Sharing his views
on the occasion, Mr.
Ramesh Dorairajan,
Senior General Manager –
Network Management &

EV Sales, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles Ltd
said, “Tata Motors has al-
ways beenfocusing on the
faster adoption of EVs in
the mobility space, helping
grow India’s e-mobility
market.

Tata Motors signs an MoU
with EC Wheels India Pvt Ltd

Amazon.in introduces
Monsoon offer

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Interest payment of the gov-
ernment has increased to 3.1
per cent of the GDP to Rs 7.31
lakh crore in 2021-22, Minister
of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary told the Lok Sabha
on Monday. Interest paid on
public debt during 2014-15
stood at 3.27 lakh crore or 2.6
per cent of the GDP, he said in
a written reply. During 2014-
15, the total central govern-
ment liabilities stood at Rs
62.44 lakh crore or 50.1 per
cent of GDP. This increased to
Rs 138.88 lakh crore or 58.7
per cent of GDP at the end of
2021-22, he said. The Centre's
debt is projected to hit 60.2
per cent of the GDP in the cur-
rent fiscal to Rs 155.33 lakh
crore, he said in reply to
another question. The com-
bined state and central gov-
ernment liabilities increased
from Rs 76.27 lakh crore (61.2

per cent of GDP) in 2014-15 to
Rs 195.49 lakh crore (82.6 per
cent of GDP). As per the
revised Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act the government
would endeavour to ensure
that the general government
debt does not exceed 60 per
cent of GDP and the Central
Government debt does not
exceed 40 per cent of GDP by
the end of the financial year
2024-25. In 2020-21, the
Central Government debt
increased by more than 9 per-
centage points of GDP over the
previous year's debt mainly on
account of the COVID-19 glob-
al pandemic, which hugely dis-
rupted projections of the
Government's public finances,
including a contraction in
GDP/denominator, he said. The
Government has announced its
commitment to reduce the fis-
cal deficit to a level below 4.5
per cent of GDP by FY 2025-26. 

Interest payment by govt
rises 3.1% of GDP in FY’22

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

India's first auction of
5G spectrum, that pow-
ers ultra-high data
speeds, is currently un-
derway with a total of 72
GHz (gigahertz) of ra-
diowaves worth at least
Rs 4.3 lakh crore up for
bidding. Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani's
Reliance Jio, Sunil
Mittal-led Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone Idea and a unit
of billionaire Gautam
Adani's flagship Adani
Enterprises are in the
race to bid for 5G spec-
trum, that offers speeds
about 10 times faster

than 4G, lag-free connec-
tivity, and can enable bil-
lions of connected de-
vices to share data in
real-time. In addition to
powering ultra-low laten-
cy connections, which
allow downloading full-
length high-quality video
or movie to a mobile de-
vice in a matter of sec-
onds (even in crowded
areas), Fifth Generation
or 5G would enable solu-
tions such as e-health,
connected vehicles,
more-immersive aug-
mented reality and meta-
verse experiences, life-
saving use cases, and ad-
vanced mobile cloud

gaming among others.
The auction is being

held for spectrum in var-
ious low (600 MHz, 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz), mid (3300 MHz)
and high (26 GHz) fre-
quency bands.

The bidding which
started at 1000 hrs will
continue till 1800 hrs and
will carry over into the
next day, if there exists a
demand for spectrum
and bidders are putting
in bids.

The number of days
the auction ultimately
stretches to will depend
on the actual demand for

radiowaves and the strat-
egy of individual bid-
ders, although the broad
industry consensus is
that it may last up to two
days. While a total 72
GHz (gigahertz) of spec-
trum worth at least Rs
4.3 lakh crore has been
put on the block for the
auction, market watch-
ers do not expect an in-
tense bidding given that
plenty of spectrum is on
the block, and there are
four participants in the
race. Department of
Telecom's own internal
estimates put the 5G auc-
tion mop up at Rs 70,000
crore to Rs 1,00,000 crore.

5G spectrum auction underway; 4 cos
in fray for airwaves worth Rs 4.3 lakh cr

Kristen Bell uses melatonin
to help her children sleep

A
ctress Kristen Bell, who is
married to actor Dax
Shepard since 2013 and

has daughters Lincoln and
Delta, has shared that she

used gummies contain-
ing the natural hor-

mone melatonin to
get her children to

sleep and she
would "hook up"
with her hus-
band.
She said: "We just

graduated from them
sleeping on the floor on

this trifold mattress. So you
can congratulate me - we did it,

they now sleep in their room on
beds right next to each other

and they cuddle with each other instead of us..
(We used) Hello Bello night time gummies.

Bell added: "It would knock them out quick-
er and they'd be great, and then we would hook
up. We do not want to go to sleep when they
want to go to sleep, so we would hook up our
headphones by Bluetooth to the television, put
on a show and they would be on the floor like
trying to fall asleep. So, that's how we got out of
having to go to bed at the same time."

Meanwhile, the 'Frozen' star explained that
she had also "desperately tried" the girls pack
their own lunches after complaints but her
tactic backfired when they chose to fill their
boxes with Skittles.

She told E! News: "I desperately tried to get
them to pack their own lunch, but it does not
always work. It's like, okay, you didn't like
what I packed, you pack your lunch. And I
looked in and it was like literally all Skittles!"

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s magnum opus,
Punyashlok Ahilyabai has

captivated the viewers with the
journey of the queen who brought
peace & prosperity with her wis-
dom and proved that one becomes
great not by gender or birth but by
deeds. The show revolves around
the significant life of Rani
Ahilyabai Holkar, who with the un-
wavering support of her father-in-
law Malhar Rao Holkar, challenged
the pre-defined societal norms and
made positive contributions for the
welfare of the people. Revisiting
another glorious chapter of Ahilya
Bai’s life, the show has taken an 8-
year leap showcasing Ahilya Bai’s
journey from ‘Sanskaar denewali
ma se Zindagi denewali matoshree
ka safar’ in the ‘Maa se Matoshree
Adhyay’.

In Ahilyabai’s journey, amongst
all the people who supported her,
one person who always stood by
her side as she overcome the obsta-
cles that came her way was Tukoiji
Rao, Khanderao’s cousin and
Ahilya’s sworn brother. Post the
leap stepping in the character of
Tukoji is the actor, Sandeep
Gaikwad who has impressed the
audience with his noteworthy
work in the Marathi entertainment

industry.
Talking about his

preparation for the

role, actor Sandeep Gaikwad,
shared, “After learning more about
Ahliyabai Holkar's past and realiz-
ing how much potential there is in
playing Tukoji, I feel truly honored
to take on this role and be a part of
a show like Punyashlok Ahilyabai
that has won millions of hearts
and inspires many with the note-
worthy work of Ahilyabai. My
character Tukoji is an extremely
strong-willed and honest individ-
ual who is also aspirational, ambi-
tious, and a great warrior. In order
to prepare for my role as a warrior,
I attended workshops where I also
picked up horse riding and sword
fighting.

But because I practice yoga and
work out, it wasn't too difficult for
me, and I thoroughly enjoyed the
training period. Tukoji is a figure
who was always loyal and backed
Malhar Rao and Ahliyabai Holkar.
The audience will also get to see how

selflessly he supported Ahliyabai
in every possible way he could

especially as she embarks on
a journey of becoming maa
se matoshree.” Tune in to
Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
every Monday -Friday at
7:30 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Actress Vishaka 
Singh discovers 
her family’s 
illustrious 
past during
holiday

A
ctress Vishaka Singh, who shot to the
limelight with her fantastic perform-
ance in the Tamil superhit film "Kanna

Laddu Thinna Aasaiya", has discovered that
one of her great grand uncles and her great
grand father were engineers who worked on
the mighty Krishna Raja Sagar dam in
Karnataka. Sharing pictures and videos she
had shot while on a holiday with her family to
Mysuru, the actress, who has now turned a pro
in block chain technology and an advocate of
Web 3.0, said on Instagram: " The advantages of
remote working! Took an impromptu trip with
the southern side of the family to KRS dam in
Mysore. "I last visited Mysore as part of a
school trip decades ago. Was lovely revisiting
memories of Vrindavan Gardens.

"Rediscovered the marvels of KRS dam. The
dam was built across the river Kaveri and com-
pleted in 1924. The water is used for irrigation
in Mysore and Mandya, and it is the main
source of drinking water for all of Mysore,
Mandya and almost the whole of Bengaluru
city. "In fact as of today, due to heavy rains,
the Krishna Raja Sagara dam filled to full ca-
pacity and 75,000 - 1.5 lakh cusecs of water
is being released shortly. "This trip was
made more special as we were travelling
with two super seniors in the family who
regaled us with their stories of visiting
the dam as young teens in 1955!
"Another proud moment was us seeing
the names of a Great Grand Uncle in
the family, Dewan T Anand Row and
Great Grandfather P Venkanna Rao
(who was an assistant Engineer at
that time at the dam between 1915-
1920! ) etched on the plaque at the
entrance gate of the dam. Cheers
to fun family (chaotic) trips and
discovering family trivia!"

ACROSS

1. Favorites

5. Category

10. Baseball's ____ Ruth

14. Burn reliever

15. Flat cap

16. Like the Sahara

17. Astonish

18. As yet (2 wds.)

19. Wedding band

20. Rich dessert

22. Almost grown

24. "Raggedy" doll

25. More thinly distributed

29. Promise

31. Camera support

36. Cowardly person

38. Sad drop

40. Night sound

41. Not ashore

42. Hawk's weapon

44. So be it!

45. Tears apart

47. Faction

48. Robin's residence

49. Shooting star

51. Sower

53. Renovate

55. Frazier's rival

58. Actress Jennifer ____

62. Dressed to the ____

64. Pub missile

65. Old-fashioned

69. Radio tuner

70. China's continent

71. Clear the blackboard

72. Soften

73. Sail holder

74. Not as old

75. Picnic nuisances

DOWN

1. Spaghetti, e.g.

2. Rock star ____ John

3. Competition

4. Transmitted

5. TV network

6. Author ____ Tolstoy

7. Canine comment

8. Thrones

9. Avenue

10. Hayloft locale

11. Diva's forte

12. Singer ____ Crosby

13. Margin

21. 19th letter

23. Messes up

26. Golf stroke

27. Locales

28. Unidealistic one
30. Gardener's tool
32. Ridiculous
33. Small, yappy dog
34. Native metals
35. Fender dimple
36. Toasty
37. Got it! (2 wds.)
39. Cowboys' contest
43. At no time, in verse
46. Arrange
50. Unlock again
52. TV room
54. Kind of drum
56. Slightest
57. The British ____
58. Eden resident
59. Space agency (abbr.)
60. Spring flower
61. Doctor's "at once!"
63. Suggestion
66. Lumberjack's tool
67. NNW's opposite
68. Always, in poems
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There may be a great deal of conflict in
your life today, Aquarius. Different people
and situations seem to be pulling you in all
directions. Your sanity is being put to the
test. Try not to be too stubborn, because
this will only cause more tension between
you and the situation. You have the poten-
tial to stress out about the smallest things.
Try to avoid this if you can.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you should work to tune into the
larger, slower-moving trends in your life,
Pisces. Consider making some long-term
monetary and emotional investments.
There is a great deal of prosperity avail-
able to you now, but beware of deception
on the part of others. Watch out for fast
talkers and people who promise every-
thing yet deliver nothing. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Let your artistic nature loose today,
Aries. Add a touch of creativity to what-
ever project, situation, or person you
encounter. Let your fantasy world
extend to every aspect of your being and
keep an open mind for new ideas and
methods. Incorporate traditional values
into new concepts. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't gamble away your resources,
Taurus. Take the safest route. There's a
great deal of energy out there encour-
aging you to act, but beware of adopt-
ing too stubborn of an attitude. This
will only succeed in alienating you from
the very people you rely on for support.
Maintain a strong, healthy balance
between old and new. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Get things out in the open today, Gemini. If
someone seems to insult you, call them on it.
Letting things fester inside only destroys
your self-esteem. You'd also be in danger of
losing the respect of others. This could very
well be a situation in which everyone but
you sees the truth. Try not to let this happen.
Be bold and assertive, and don't let others
pull the wool over your eyes.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Stick to the tried and true today,
Cancer. Don't be afraid to make any
last-minute changes of plan.
Compliment others when they do some-
thing well, and show appreciation for
their positive qualities. You'll gain their
respect. Celebrate the small things in
life and appreciate all that you have -
physically as well as emotionally. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Reap all the riches that a new day has to
offer, Leo. Every day brings new opportuni-
ties and the chance for rapid advancement.
Grab the things offered to you. You have a
great deal of potential, but potential is one
of those things that does no good until you
realize it and harness it. Today is one day in
which you can take an important step
toward manifesting your dreams.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may need to adjust today in order to
relate well to people and situations, Virgo.
Things are a bit off kilter, and you may find
that the harder you try to fit in, the more
liable you are to feel like an oddball. Try not
to get caught up in others' battles.
Maintain a balance between real life and
fantasy. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Be yourself today - 100 percent you,
Libra. The world needs more individuali-
ty. Revel in your unique qualities and be
generous about sharing them with the
world. Feel free to adopt a new and
unconventional way of doing something -
anything. Beware, however, that there
may be a strong, grounding force that's
trying to tie you down to tradition. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a very expansive day in which
you can make great progress in all of your
endeavors, Scorpio. Be careful of decep-
tion by others. There may be a surreal
cloud that covers up reality. You may
need to do a little digging to locate the
truth. Maintain a mellow attitude in order
to stay safe. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Tune into your dreams today,
Sagittarius. Do you often feel intensely
jealous thinking the people around you
are living amazing lives while you're
stuck in a dull, boring routine? The only
person who can pull you out of this rut
is you, so stop complaining and do it.
Change is easier than it seems at first. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There are extremely slow-moving, sub-
tle energies coming into play today
that may not be so easily felt,
Capricorn. What they provide is a key
to manifesting your wildest dreams.
Fantasy can become your reality, but it
may only come one small, subtle step
at a time. Don't give up. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
nternational Tiger
Day, also known as
Global Tiger Day, is an

annual celebration to
raise awareness for tiger
conservation, held annu-
ally on the 29th of July.
The day aims to help pro-
mote a worldwide system
whereby we are dedicated
to protecting tigers and
their natural habitats. To
mark this day, &TV artists
Siddharth Arora
(Mahadev, Baal Shiv),
Ashna Kishore (Kate
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about their tiger sa-
faris and wildlife tours
along with the need to
protect these endangered
species.

Ashna Kishore, Kate
Singh in &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares,
“Honestly, it is not so
often that you will see a
tiger chasing down prey
for the very first time in
your life. I am among the

few fortunate to witness
the whole sequence of
hunting and preying in
Tadoba National Park in
Maharashtra with my
family. While on our sa-
fari, we all saw a tiger in
ambush, focusing on his
prey. He was waiting pa-
tiently for us. And at the
right moment, he sprints
at the unsuspecting prey.
The whole episode was
nothing less than an excit-
ing experience. I was
scared to watch this chas-
ing and killing sequence
as a child. Today I feel
very lucky, and I keep
sharing and flaunting my
experience with friends. I
am also very proud of the
initiative taken by our
Indian government to pro-
tect these endangered
wild cats”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk
about Tiger Safari

experiences  

Sandeep Gaikwad enters
‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’

Khushalii Kumar injures herself
on the sets of ‘Dhoke Pyaar Ke’
K

hushalii Kumar, who will
be seen in the latest
music video 'Dhoke Pyaar

Ke', has recently got injured on
the sets of the song. The ac-
tress has learnt jet skiing for
the track and while shooting
she injured herself badly but
she decided to continue the
shooting. Commenting on
getting injured while jet ski-
ing Khushalii says: "I suggest-

ed the director that I wanted to
do the jet skiing scene myself to lend
authenticity." "While shooting for it I

fell of the jet ski but when I see the end
product, it all looks worth it," she adds. 'Dhoke
Pyaar Ke' features Khushalii Kumar, Ehan Bhat
and Vardhan Puri in the lead. Produced by

Bhushan Kumar, 'Dhoke Pyaar Ke' with vocals
by B. Praak, composition by Rochak Kohli and

lyrics by Rashmi Virag is out on T-Series' YouTube
channel.
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Galle, Jul 26:

Pakistan removed Sri
Lanka's top five in a little
over a session, but had
given up so much ground
in the first innings that
they remain in a desperate
situation. They are 323
runs back at the end of
day three, with five Sri
Lanka wickets still re-
maining.

On a day curtailed by
bad light, the hosts took
the visitors' last four wick-
ets for 40 runs, obtaining a
147-run first innings lead
thanks to Ramesh Mendis'
five-wicket haul.
Pakistan's bowlers then
did their best to keep Sri
Lanka in check by having
the hosts 117 for 5 in the
second innings, before a
59-run unbeaten stand be-
tween Dhananjaya de
Silva and Dimuth
Karunaratne re-estab-
lished Sri Lanka's domi-
nance.

Karunaratne was clear-
ly struggling with a lower-
back injury that had kept
him off the field for much
of Pakistan's first innings
and prevented him from
coming in any earlier than
at No. 6, where he was un-
beaten - with de Silva at
the other end - before the
teams went off for bad
light.

Pakistan had begun the
day well, though perhaps
unambitiously. Yasir Shah
and Hasan Ali batted out
almost 14 overs, but struck

only one boundary when
Hasan came down the
track to launch Prabath
Jayasuriya over midwick-
et, and made just 30 runs

together for the eighth
wicket.

Sri Lanka's spinners
had occasionally threat-
ened with the old ball, but

when they took the new
one - just before the first
hour of play was up - they
were consistently menac-
ing.

Jayasuriya broke the
stand, as Hasan could only
get an under-edge on to the
stumps as he tried to
sweep. Soon after, Nauman
Ali had his outside edge
taken by a big-turning
Ramesh delivery, before
Yasir was trapped in front
by the same bowler to
wrap the innings up for
231. Ramesh got 5 for 47 -
his third five-wicket haul
in Tests - while Jayasuriya
took 3 for 80.

As Karunaratne could
no earlier than 2.20pm
local time since he had
been off the field too long,
Niroshan Dickwella
opened the innings for Sri
Lanka, but without sub-
stantial success. He sur-
vived the five overs he and
fellow opener Oshada
Fernando faced before
lunch, but was out in the
first over of the afternoon,
nicking a Naseem Shah
ball that was angled across
him on 15.

Three other Pakistan
bowlers took the three re-
maining wickets to fall in
that session. Yasir had
Oshada lbw less than five
overs after Dickwella's dis-
missal. Mohammad
Nawaz got Kusal Mendis
lbw trying to sweep very
soon after that.

Then came perhaps the
most controversial deci-

sion of the day. Angelo
Mathews, playing his
100th Test, was given not
out edging a ball that rico-
cheted off the keeper's
gloves to slip. But the
bowler Salman Agha was
intent on reviewing that
decision, and third umpire
Marais Erasmus ruled
Mathews out, despite
Snicko having showed
only the merest tremor.
Mathews left the field
shaking his head, having
made 35.

After tea, Naseem
struck again. Dinesh
Chandimal attempted a
booming drive to a full,
wide delivery, and ended
up only edging it behind
for 27 - his lowest score in
his last three Tests.

De Silva then made his
presence felt with some
early boundaries, and set
about establishing a part-
nership with
Karunaratne, who was
clearly hampered in both
his batting and his run-
ning between the wickets,
by his back injury.

De Silva was especially
effective on the back foot -
as he often is - pulling
Naseem in front of square
for four, while also cutting
Yasir for three boundaries
behind point.
Karunaratne hit two
boundaries in his 51-ball
stay - a reverse sweep off
Yasir, and a conventional
sweep off Nawaz. He went
to stumps on 27; De Silva
on 30.

Ramesh Mendis, batters
put SL in driver’s seat

Sri Lanka's Ramesh Mendis celebrates after taking the wicket of
Pakistan's Yasir Shah during the third day of play of the second
cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 26.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

PR Sreejesh feels his che-
quered international career
resembles Malayali staple
'Avial' - a mixed curry of 13
vegetables.

At 34 and in the twilight
zone, all that is left for
Sreejesh is to tick a couple
of boxes in a career that has
been filled with numerous
ups and a few downs.

A second Olympic medal
wrapped around his neck
with the gigantic Eiffel
Tower looming over him is
an ultimate dream but for
now, he wants to be that
safe 'check-post' in what
will be his third and last
Commonwealth Games.

"The life was always not
the same. It was always full
of ups and downs. I had
some really good matches
as well some real bad out-
ings. I had a bad start to my
career, then gradually, I
have risen up the ranks to
become India's No.1 keep-
er," Sreejesh told PTI in an
interview.

"From witnessing the low
of 2012 London Olympics to
winning bronze in Tokyo,
in between I captained the
national team and then in
2018, my career was almost
over due to an ACL
(Anterior Cruciate
Ligament) injury. In Kerala,
we have a famous dish
called 'avial'. It's a 13-veg-
etable curry. I can relate my
career to avial."

At the 2014 Asian Games
in Incheon, South Korea,
Sreejesh starred in Indian's
gold medal win, when he
saved two attempts in a
shoot-out against Pakistan
in the final. At the 2014 and

2018 Champions Trophy, he
was adjudged "Goalkeeper
of the Tournament".

At this stage of his ca-
reer, Sreejesh prefers short
targets.

"As a youngster, I always
used to plan for four years.
Now, I always prefer short-
term goals. Now my priori-
ty is CWG, then my next
step is World Cup for sure.
When you are keeping
short targets that always
helps you to focus more on
your performance, fitness
and mental strength."

So he basically plans to
carry on till the Paris
Olympics.

"Looking forward, Paris
is feasible. I can see the
Eiffel Tower but that road is
not going to be easy. I be-
lieve these small steps will
help me reach there," the
lanky goalkeeper said.

" A n o t h e r
Commonwealth Games is a
tricky one because in an-
other four years, I don't
think I will be able to sus-
tain (my fitness) but who
knows there you can see me
as a coach."

Sreejesh believes goal-

keepers are like vintage
wine, which gets better
with age, as he reflected on
his illustrious career, where
he started by warming the
bench and went on to be-
come one of the best in the
world.

He said the setbacks in
the early part of his career
taught him lessons to use
failures as building blocks
for success.

"When I started my ca-
reer, I used to concede a lot
of goals. The best part of a
goalkeeper is that when you
are the second choice, you
get to gain a lot of experi-
ence by sitting outside and
watching. I learned the
game by watching the likes
of Devesh Chauhan,
Adrian D'Souza, Bharat
Chettri.

"Over a period, I had sen-
iors, who corrected me and
covered for me. If I would
have been drafted straight-
away in the main team, I
would have finished by now
because the pressure is too
high at the international
level and youngster might
find it difficult to handle at
the onset," Sreejesh said.

Sreejesh ready for 
memorable CWG swansong

Birmingham, Jul 26 (PTI):

Lovlina Borgohain's per-
sonal coach Sandhya
Gurung on Tuesday re-
ceived her accreditation
for the Commonwealth
Games, a day after the
Olympic bronze medallist
claimed her preparation
for the event was getting
affected due to "continu-
ous harassment" of her
coaches.

Gurung, who is also
Indian team's assistant
coach, was added to the
Indian contingent, just
days before the event.

On arrival here on
Sunday, she was not al-
lowed to enter the Village
as she did not have an ac-
creditation, triggering the
controversy.

"Sandhya was brought
to the boxing village today
morning and given accred-
itation. She is the with the
team now," an Indian
Olympics Association
(IOA)official told PTI.

Gurung has also been

assigned a room at the
Games village.

In a long social media
post on Monday, Lovina
said she was feeling men-
tally harassed because it
was a struggle to get coach

added to the squad. "Today
with a lot of grief, I want
to tell everyone about the
continuous harassment
going on with me. The
coaches who helped me
win an Olympic medal are
always being side-lined
which has severely im-
pacted my training sched-
ule," Lovlina had written.

Lovlina, who won a
bronze in the Olympics
last year, credits Gurung
for pulling her out of a dif-
ficult mental place before
the Tokyo Games. Gurung
was with Lovlina during
the 15-day training camp
in Ireland ahead of the
CWG.

The BFI had issued a
statement that as per rules
only 33 percent (1/3rd) of
the playing contingent is
allowed as support staff.
The Indian boxing contin-
gent has 12 playing mem-
bers (8 men and 4 women)
and as per rules, the num-
ber of support staff will be
four, which includes trav-
elling coaches.

CWG: Lovlina’s coach Sandhya
Gurung receives accreditation Port of Spain, Jul 26 (PTI):

A ruthless Indian team is
unlikely to take its foot off
the pedal as it aims to top
up a world-record winning
feat with another clean
sweep against the West
Indies on Wednesday.

India created a world
record on Sunday by seal-
ing their 12th consecutive
series win in the ODI for-
mat against the West Indies
-- the most against a team.

In this backdrop, head
coach Rahul Dravid might
be tempted to try out some
of his reserve players but
he will have to maintain a
fine balance between keep-
ing the momentum and
testing his bench strength.

In the batting depart-
ment, it is unlikely that
Ruturaj Gaikwad would be
preferred over Shubman
Gill, who after two innings
of 64 and 43 would not like
to sit out.

Gaikwad had got a full
South Africa series where
he looked distinctly uncom-
fortable against quality
pace. While his IPL creden-

tials have kept him in the
mix, chances of Indian
cricket establishment in-
vesting in him on short
term basis look dim.

Shreyas Iyer and Sanju
Samson have also hit the

straps with fifties in last
game and Suryakumar
Yadav is not expected to
cool his heels at the expense
of Ishan Kishan despite his
twin failures in the first two
games. Kishan is seen as a
timer of the ball who can
use the Powerplay overs
well by hitting over the in-
field. He isn't a power hitter
who can force the pace after
35th over and hence
Samson is a better option
despite him being a left
hander. Ravindra Jadeja as
the designated vice captain
was the first choice all-
rounder in this series be-
fore he was ruled out of the
first two games due to a
knee niggle. It is still not
certain whether Jadeja will
be available for the final
game as Axar Patel after his
match-winning knock of 64
in the second game could
feel hard done by.

However if Dhawan
wants two play two left-arm
spinners, then Yuzvendra
Chahal could be asked to
rest but that will be at the
cost of sacrificing variety
in bowling attack.

India target clean sweep against Windies

India cricket team player
Harshal Patel during their

training session ahead of their
3rd one day match against

West Indies.

Trinidad, Jul 26 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma, Dinesh
Karthik and Rishabh Pant
landed in Trinidad on
Tuesday, July 26, to take
part in the T20I series in
the West Indies.

The trio, who were rest-
ed for the three match ODI
series, will feature in the
five match T20I series
which begins in Trinidad
on Friday, July 29.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Ravichandran Ashwin
and Kuldeep Yadav were
also seen arriving at the
team hotel in Trinidad on
a separate bus. 'See you
soon Caribbean. Can't wait
to join my teammates and
get going', Kuldeep cap-
tioned his Instagram post.

The T20I games will be
played on July 29, August
1, August 2, August 6 and
August 7.

T20 players touch
down in Windies

Birmingham, Jul 26 (PTI):

In a huge setback for
India, strong medal con-
tender Neeraj Chopra on
Tuesday pulled out of the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games due to a groin
strain he developed during
his historic silver medal-
winning campaign at the
recent World
Championships.

The 24-year-old Olympic
champion was to defend
his men's javelin throw
title in Birmingham,
where the Games are set to
begin on Thursday.

The development means
that Chopra's much-antici-
pated clash with Grenada's
World Champion
Anderson Peters will not
happen now.

IOA Secretary General
Rajiv Mehta said Chopra
underwent an MRI scan on
Monday in the USA and
has been advised one-
month rest.

"Team India javelin
thrower Mr. Neeraj Chopra

had called me earlier today
from the US to convey his
inability to take part in the
Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games
owing to fitness concern,"
Mehta said.

"Following his participa-
tion in the 2022 World

Athletics Championships
in Eugene, Mr. Chopra had
had an MRI scan done on
Monday and, based on it,
he has been advised a
month's rest by his med-
ical team," Mehta added.

According to sources
close to the athlete, it's a
minor groin strain but as a
precautionary measure he
has been asked to take rest.

Chopra had become only
the second Indian athlete
to win a medal at World
Championship in Eugene
on Saturday evening after
Anju Bobby George, who
had won a bronze in long
jump in 2003 in Paris.

After his silver medal-
ensuring 88.13m throw in
the fourth attempt, Chopra
had felt some unease in his
right thigh and his worst
fears have come true.

"I thought even the
fourth throw could have
gone farther. After that, I
felt something on my thigh
and could not do my best
in next two. I had strap-
ping (on thigh).

Neeraj Chopra pulls out of
Birmingham CWG due to groin strain

Manchester, Jul 26 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo ar-
rived at Manchester
United's training ground
with his agent on Tuesday
with the Portugal great's fu-
ture at the English club up
in the air.

Ronaldo has yet to start
preseason training with
United he missed the team's
tour of Thailand and

Australia and is set to hold
talks with recently hired
manager Erik ten Hag.
Ronaldo's agent, Jorge
Mendes, was pictured in the
car driven by Ronaldo enter-
ing United's training base.
The 37-year-old Ronaldo re-
portedly wants to play for
another team after only one
year back at Old Trafford,
with United not in the
Champions League this sea-

son or in shape to compete
with the best teams in
England. United finished in
sixth place in the league last
season, 35 points behind
first-place Manchester City.

United has said Ronaldo
has not returned to training
yet because of "personal
reasons." Ten Hag has re-
peatedly said he is counting
on Ronaldo being part of
the squad this season.

Ronaldo arrives at Man United’s
training base, set for talks

Manchester, Jul 26 (PTI):

India pacer Navdeep Saini
returned with figures of 3 for 45
to put his county side Kent in a
commanding position against
Lancashire on the rain-affected
first day. On a day when only
34.2 overs were bowled, Saini
registered figures of 3/45 in 11
overs as Lancashire reached 112
for 4 before play was aban-
doned due to rain on Monday.
India all-rounder Washington
Sundar (6 not out) was at the
crease along with skipper
Steven Croft (21 not out).
Saini's scalps included that of
openers Luke Wells (35) and

Keaton Jennings and Rob Jones,
who was trapped leg before by
the Indian off the very first ball
he faced. The 29-year-old Saini
took two wickets from the fifth
and sixth balls of the 28th over
but was denied a hat-trick by
Croft. Saini has slipped off the
radar as far as national reckon-
ing is concerned. He was a net
bowler for the Indian team
ahead of its rescheduled fifth
Test against England in
Birmingham at the start of this
month. The fast bowler has rep-
resented his country in all forms
of the game after making his
T20I debut for India in August
2019.

Saini dazzles for
Kent with 3 for 45
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Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with MoS Ajay Bhatt, Army Chief General Manoj Pande, IAF Chief Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari, Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar and Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar at the National War
Memorial on the occasion of Kargil Vijay Diwas, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO MARTYRS

Uttarakhand Minister of Women and Child Welfare Rekha Arya participates in Kanwar Yatra on the occasion of
Shivratri, during the holy month of Shravan, in Haridwar, Tuesday.

KANWAR YATRA
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New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Leaders of several oppo-
sition parties on Tuesday
wrote to President
Droupadi Murmu, alleg-
ing the “intensifying mis-
use” of probe agencies by
the Modi government
against its political oppo-
nents and sought her im-
mediate intervention in
the matter.

The letter to Murmu
comes on a day Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi is
being questioned for the
second time by the
Enforcement Directorate
in a money laundering
case related to the
National Herald newspa-
per, leading to massive
protest by the Congress.

In a letter to the
President, the leaders also
raised the issue of the
“stubborn attitude” of the

government, which is not
allowing an urgent discus-
sion on the issue of price
rise and GST hike that has
impacted the proceedings
in the Monsoon session so
far.

“We are writing to bring
to your attention the con-
tinued and intensifying
misuse of investigative
agencies by the Modi
Government as part of a
systematic vendetta cam-
paign against its political
opponents,” said the letter,
signed by the leaders of
the Congress, DMK, SP,
AAP, RJD and CPI-M
among others.

“We request for your im-
mediate intervention in
the matter,” the leaders
added.

Noting that the “law is
the law and must be en-
forced without fear or
favour”, they said,”It can-

not be used, as it is
presently being done, arbi-
trarily, selectively and
without any justification
whatsoever against promi-
nent leaders of numerous
opposition parties.”

“The sole aim of this
campaign is to destroy rep-
utations and weaken the
forces fighting the BJP ide-
ologically and politically,”
the opposition leaders
said. It is also being car-
ried out to divert the atten-
tion of the people of our
country from their most
urgent day-to-day con-
cerns of price rise of es-
sential commodities, in-
creasing unemployment
and loss of livelihoods and
mounting insecurity of
life, liberty and property,
they alleged.

The leaders, who signed
the letter, included
Congress’ Mallikarjun

Kharge, AAP’s Sanjay
Singh, RJD’s Manoj Jha,
RJD,CPI-M’s Elamaram
Kareem (CPI-M) and Ram
Gopal Yadav from the SP.

On the government not
allowing a discussion on
price in Parliament, they
cited instances in the past
when such a discussion
was allowed.

“Most, unfortunately,
the monsoon session of
Parliament has been
stalled so far entirely be-
cause of the stubborn re-
fusal of the Government
to have an urgent debate
on the pressing issue of
price rise and increase in
GST rates on essential
food items. There are
many precedents for such
an urgent debate but this
time Government is
adamant and is not allow-
ing it,” the opposition lead-
ers said.

‘Intensifying misuse’ of 
probe agencies by govt: Oppn

Write to Prez

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jul 26 (PTI): As part of
Kargil Vijay Diwas cele-
brations, Pangode
Military Station here on
Tuesday organised a
demonstration by artist
‘Da Vinci’ Suresh by in-
stalling an underwater
portrait of late Captain
Vikram Batra, Param Vir
Chakra. The event was or-
ganised by the Indian
Army in association with
the scuba team of Bond
Water Sports Pvt Ltd to
commemorate Kargil
Vijay Diwas, a defence
statement said here.

The largest underwater
portrait of Captain Batra
created at Pangode
Military Station secured
the URF World Records
(Universal Records

Forum), it said. The World
Record certificate was
awarded by the URF au-

thorities during the event.
The artist took eight

hours to complete the

unique 1,500 sq ft under-
water installation which
was created using tiles.’’

Station Commander of
Pangode Military Station,
who was the chief guest of
the event, handed over a
memento to the artist and
team of Bond Water
Sports Pvt Ltd, the release
said adding that a military
band display was also or-
ganised as part of the
event.

In another event, the
Station Commander laid a
wreath and paid homage
to Kargil war heroes at
Pangode War Memorial on
the occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas, the statement
added.

Kargil Vijay Diwas is
commemorated every year
on July 26 to observe the
country’s victory over
Pakistan in the Kargil War
in 1999.

Largest underwater portrait 
of Kargil war hero bags URF World Records

Artist ‘Da Vinci’ Suresh creates an underwater portrait of Param Vir Chakra awardee
Capt. Vikram Batra to pay tribute to him as part of Kargil Vijay Diwas celebrations, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

A three-year-old Uzbek
boy, whose urinary blad-
der was completely de-
stroyed by cancer, got a
new lease of life, after the
doctors at a private hospi-
tal here used a section of
his small intestine to cre-
ate a new bladder for him.

Back in Uzbekistan, doc-
tors had advised his par-
ents to have his bladder re-
moved and a permanent
urine opening (stoma)
made in the abdominal
wall, said a statement
from Aakash Healthcare
Hospital in Dwarka, where
the child underwent the
surgery.

His mother did not want
a permanent stoma, so his
parents travelled to India
in February this year after

failing to find a solution
back home. The boy was
born with congenital em-
bryonal rhabdomyosarco-
ma, a most prevalent type
of soft tissue cancer in
children, which common-
ly affects the head and
neck region, and also the
genital or urinary organs,
the hospital said.

In the child’s case, the
malignancy was found in
the pelvis and bladder re-
gion.

He had already had
three resections (the pro-
cedure of removing can-
cerous tissue) and
chemotherapy, but his
body had stopped reacting,
the hospital said in a state-
ment. By the age of one, he
had already undergone six
cycles of chemotherapy
with a poor response, with

his cancer relapsing six
months later.

When he visited India,
he was in severe pain with
a blocked urinary tube
flowing through his ab-
domen, and was unable to
pass urine freely despite
numerous treatments.

After assessing his seri-
ous condition, we decided
to perform a radial cystec-
tomy (total bladder re-
moval) and complete or-
thotopic bladder recon-
struction. The patient was
admitted on February 19,”
said Dr Arun Giri,
Director, Surgical
Oncology, Aakash
Healthcare Hospital,
Dwarka. The surgery was
conducted on March 21.

After removing the dam-
aged bladder, the doctors
were able to use a section

of his small intestine to
build a new urinary blad-
der because cancer had
not spread to the sur-
rounding organs.

“We created a new blad-
der out of the intestine
and replaced the old one,
giving the child a new
lease on life, Giri added.

The boy has recovered
fully, the hospital said.

I had given up hope after
seeing my child’s condi-
tion. Back in Uzbekistan,
we couldn’t find a cure for
our child’s problem. We
are grateful that we were
able to travel to India and
then to Aakash Hospital,
his mother was quoted as
saying in the statement.

They not only saved my
child’s life but also en-
sured that he was cancer-
free.

Cancer-ridden Uzbek boy lives to see
another day with bladder surgery

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear on
August 1 a fresh plea by
the Shiv Sena’s Uddhav
Thackeray faction against
Election Commission pro-
ceedings on a petition by
the Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde-
led group for recognition
as the real Shiv Sena.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice N V Ramana
and justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli
was urged by senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for the Thackeray faction,
that the ongoing proceed-
ings before the poll panel
needed to be stayed as it
would impact the hearing
here in the case. Sibal said
the matters pending in the

top court here should not
be rendered infructuous.

These are completely
different issues. One con-
cerns the Speaker and the
Lordships are dealing
with all the issues of dis-
qualification, floor test etc.
The Election Commission
is dealing with the intra-
party thing as to who rep-
resents the party, the sym-
bol and it has nothing to
do with the disqualifica-
tion, senior advocate N K
Kaul, appearing for the
Shinde faction, told the
bench.

What is the stage of the
proceedings before the poll
panel, the bench asked.
The EC has only issued no-
tices for August 8, Kaul
said. The top court then
said it would tag the fresh
plea with pending ones

and hear it together with
them on August 1.

Recently, the poll panel
asked the rival factions of
the Shiv Sena led by
Thackeray and Shinde to
submit documents by
August 8 in support of
their claims on the elec-
tion symbol — bow and
arrow — of the political
outfit.

The poll panel sources
had said the two sides have
been asked to submit docu-
ments, including letters of
support from the legisla-
tive and organisational
wings of the party and the
written statements of
rival factions.

After the notices were
issued by the poll panel,
the fresh plea was filed in
a pending petition by
Subhash Desai, the gener-

al secretary of the Shiv
Sena in the top court. The
Uddhav faction sought the
nod of the top court to
make the EC also a party
besides staying the pro-
ceedings related to party
and its symbol.

The fresh plea terms the
plea of the rival Shinde
group to get the poll sym-
bol and the tag of the real
Shiv Sena as an act of des-
peration .

The Thackeray group
filed representation before
the EC last week after the
Shinde faction of the Shiv
Sena had written to the
Commission seeking allo-
cation of the party’s ‘bow
and arrow’ election sym-
bol to it, citing the recogni-
tion granted to them in the
Lok Sabha and the
Maharashtra Assembly.

Fight for Sena symbol

SC to hear on Aug 1 Thackeray group’s plea against EC proceedings

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The government has no
plans to release at this
stage the caste data col-
lected under the Socio
Economic and Caste
Census (SECC) 2011, Lok
Sabha was informed on
Tuesday.

Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
also said that the central
government has not enu-
merated caste-wise popu-
lation other than SCs and
STs in census since
Independence.

He said the SECC 2011,
excluding the caste data,
has been finalised and
published by the Ministry
of Rural Development and
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs and the
SECC reports are avail-
able on the portal
“http:ecc.gov.in/”.

As informed by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, there
is no proposal to release
the caste data at this stage,
he said replying to a writ-
ten question.

Rai said the castes and
tribes which are specifi-
cally notified as
Scheduled Castes (SCs)

and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) as per the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order 1950 and the
Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950, as
amended from time to
time, are enumerated in
the census.

Replying to another
question on delay of
Census 2021 and its possi-
ble adverse impact on im-
plementation of welfare
schemes, the minister said
the population projection
of the country and states
and Union Territories for
2011-2036, based on Census
2011 data, are available in
the Report of the
Technical Group on
Population Projections
published by National
Commission on
Population, Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare.

‘No plan to release 2011 caste census data’

Nityanand Raia

Raisen/Bhopal, Jul 26 (PTI):

The death of a 20-year-
old engineering student on
a railway track in Raisen
district of Madhya
Pradesh has left the police
baffled due to a chilling
Whatsapp message talking
about the beheading pun-
ishment for disrespecting
Nabi” (prophet
Mohammad) sent from his
mobile phone shortly be-
fore his death.

Ruling out any link be-
tween the utterances of
former Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and
Sunday’s incident, a police
officer on Tuesday said the
circumstances point to
“suicide” but a probe is on
regarding the message,
which was sent from the

mobile phone of the de-
ceased to his father.

The deceased, identified
as Nishank Rathore, was
studying in a private engi-
neering college in Bhopal.

The officer said a rail-
way pointsman on Sunday
altered a police post locat-
ed near Barkheda railway
station in the Raisen dis-
trict that a body was lying
near the railway track.

Police reached the spot
and shifted the body to the
Obeidullaganj civil hospi-
tal in Raisen for post-
mortem. Police found a
mobile phone on the body,
slippers and a two-wheeler.

The deceased was iden-
tified after his parents,
both residents of Seoni-
Malwa town in the
Hoshangabad district,
reached the hospital.

Prophet message 
sent from dead student’s

phone foxes police

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena has ordered the
suspension of six
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) officials on
graft charges and for abus-
ing official position,
sources in his office said
on Tuesday. They said
Saxena also gave sanction
to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to pros-
ecute a sub-registrar for al-
legedly regularising unau-
thorised constructions in
Karol Bagh.

“The MCD commission-
er, on directions of the LG,
has suspended six officials
for gross negligence, abus-
ing official position and re-
ceiving illegal gratifica-
tion,” a source said. The

sources also said com-
plaints of corruption
against officials of the
MCD, the Delhi govern-
ment and the Delhi
Development Authority
are being decided singu-
larly on merit.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer AS Yadav,
Administrative Officer,
Manish Kumar, Deputy
Controller of Accounts
Anju Bhutani, South Zone
Inspector Vijay Kumar,
Junior Engineer (Narela)
Sankhya Mishra and
Assistant Engineer
(Narela) Sriniwas are the
suspended officials, the
sources said. They said
Sriniwas and Mishra have
been suspended for failing
to prevent an unautho-
rised warehouse.

Delhi LG orders suspension
of 6 MCD officials for graft

Allows CBI prosecute sub-registrar



Suspended 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Amarnath Yatra
has been suspended
between Panchtarni and
the cave due to inclement
weather, officials said on
Tuesday. Heavy rainfall
occurred in the mountains
around the holy cave shrine
this afternoon due to which
water level in a nearby
stream also rose, they said.
The pilgrims were rushed
back to Panchtarni camp,
the officials said, adding
that there are no reports of
any loss of life or injuries
or damage to property due
to the rains.

Mishap
SSuullttaannppuurr:: Two employ-
ees of the Uttar Pradesh
transport department
died on Tuesday when a
speeding truck hit them
during a vehicle checking
drive here, police said.
Assistant Regional
Transport Officer
(Enforcement) Rakesh
Kumar Verma said con-
tractual driver Abdul
Mobin (52) and constable
Arun Singh (50) had sig-
nalled a truck to stop
during the checking in
Madhavpur Chatauna vil-
lage but it accelerated
and ran them over.

Arrested 
TThhrriissssuurr:: Actor Vineeth
Thattil was arrested here
on Tuesday for allegedly
assaulting a man from
Alappuzha, police said.
Police said Thattil (45) was
arrested for assaulting
Alappuzha-native Alex on
July 24 that led to the lat-
ter getting hospitalised. A
case under Section 308
(attempt to commit culpa-
ble homicide) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered
against Thattil, police said.

Trials 
CChheennnnaaii:: Drone start-up
Garuda Aerospace Pvt Ltd
on Tuesday said it has
commenced conducting
trials for the Army with
drones for defence pur-
poses. The main objective
is to demonstrate drones
and anti-drone technolo-
gy to diversify applica-
tions to support security
mandates and serve the
nation, Garuda Aerospace
said in a statement here.

Suicide
PPiilliibbhhiitt:: A 16-year-old girl
hanged herself to death
after she was allegedly
molested by a youth here,
police said on Tuesday.
Both the victim and the
accused belong to the Dalit
community and hailed
from the same village, they
said. A case has been reg-
istered against one Sanjay
at the Sungarhi Kotwali
police station under the
Indian Penal Code and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO), the police said.
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BRIEF

President Droupadi Murmu
with Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during a meeting, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Terming as "serious"
the promise of "irrational
freebies" made by political
parties during elections,
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday wondered why
the Centre was hesitant
about taking a stand on
the issue.

The court also asked the
Centre whether the view
of the Finance
Commission can been
sought to deal with the
issue after the Election
Commission said it cannot
regulate political parties
on it.

"Why don't you say that
you have nothing to do

with it and the Election
Commission has to take a
call. I am asking whether
the Government of India
is considering it a serious
issue or not?

"Why are you hesitating
to take a stand? You take a
stand and then we will de-
cide whether these free-
bies are to be continued or
not. You file a detailed
counter (affidavit)," Chief

Justice of India N V
Ramana told Additional
Solicitor General K M
Natraj.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli,
was hearing a PIL against
the practice of political
parties promising freebies
during elections. The peti-
tioner wanted the Election
Commission to invoke its
powers to freeze their elec-
tion symbols and cancel
their registration.

The bench, during the
brief hearing, sought the
views of senior advocate
and Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal, who was in the
courtroom in connection
with another matter, on
the issue of freebies made
during and after polls.

"This is a serious matter.
Truly serious! The solu-

tions are very difficult but
the issue is extremely seri-
ous. It is the Finance
Comission which gives out
allocation to the states...
they can take into account
the debt of a state and the
quantum of freebies.

"Finance commission is
the appropriate authority
to deal with it. Maybe we
can invite the commission
to look into this aspect. We
cannot expect the
Government of India to
issue directions to states.
This is not possible and
this will create a political
issue," Sibal said.

Sibal said the Finance
Commission can take an
informed view with regard
to freebies, their quantum
and the financial condition
of the state where the
promises are sought to be
implemented.

Raipur, Jul 26:

BJP national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra on
Tuesday claimed the
Congress thinks it is enti-
tled to indulge in "dacoity"
and no one should question
it.

He slammed the
Congress for its 'satyagrah'
against the questioning of
party president Sonia
Gandhi by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a
money laundering case
linked to the National
Herald newspaper.

Gandhi on Tuesday ap-
peared before the ED in
Delhi for her second round
of questioning in the case.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Kushabhau
Thakre Parisar, the BJP of-
fice in Chhattisgarh capital
Raipur, Patra said, I feel
many times that for the
Congress, the meaning of
ED was 'entitlement for da-
coity'. They thought they

were entitled to indulge in
dacoity and no one should
question them."

Those who are corrupt
should not think that they
will not be investigated, he
said.

Zero tolerance against
corruption has been the
BJP's motto. The way
Congress party has been
doing a drama of satyagrah
against Sonia Gandhi's ap-
pearance before the ED in
National Herald case today,
the whole country is watch-

ing it," he said.
The opposition is left

with no issues to raise,
Patra said.

Hitting out at the
Congress for staging the
'satyagrah', he said, Sonia ji
we want a confession, not
commotion."

"An investigation is a due
process. The process of law
of the land will take its due
course and come to a logical
conclusion. This is the
beauty of India, he said.

Patra claimed that "cash
to the tune of Rs 21 crore
was seized from West
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee, cash was recov-
ered from sitting Aam
Aadmi Party minister (in
Delhi) Satyendra Jain, and
court has made strong ob-
servations in the National
Herald case wherein Rs
5,000 crore was embezzled".

So, the BJP asks the coun-
try that should an investiga-
tion not be carried out in
these cases? he said.

Dantewada, Jul 26 (PTI): 

A Naxalite wanted in 19
criminal cases and carrying
a bounty of Rs 5 lakh was
gunned down by police in
an encounter in  Dantewada
district, an official said on
Tuesday.

The face-off took place on
the intervening night of
Monday-Tuesday between
the insurgents and the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) in a forest surround-
ing Jabrametta under
Katekalyan police station
limits, he said. The ultras
targeted security personnel

who were out on a search
operation in a forest patch,
prompting the DRG to retal-
iate, the official said. The
rebels fled into the forest
taking advantage of the
darkness. During a search
of the area, the security per-
sonnel recovered the body
of a slain Naxal, identified
as Budhram Markam, a
member of Katekalyan area
committee of the outlawed
movement, the official said.
As many as 19 cases were
registered against Markam
and he was carrying a cash
reward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head, he said. All the securi-
ty personnel were safe and
the search operation was
underway in the area, he
added.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):  

The Enforcement
Directorate Tuesday ques-
tioned Congress President
Sonia Gandhi for over six
hours on the second day of
her appearance in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said.

Officials said she has
been asked to appear again
on Wednesday.

She left the agency's of-
fice in central Delhi just
before 7 pm on Tuesday
after recording her state-
ment. The Congress leader

had reached the ED office
around 11 am with her Z+

armed security cover, and
accompanied by her chil-
dren Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

While Priyanka Gandhi
stayed back at the ED of-
fice, Rahul Gandhi left
soon after.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday led the
nation in paying tributes to
the armed forces personnel
who fought valiantly in
extremely harsh conditions to
defend the country's territory
during the Kargil conflict.
On July 26, 1999, the Indian
Army announced the success-
ful culmination of "Operation
Vijay", declaring victory after
a nearly three-month-long
battle on the icy heights of
Kargil in Ladakh.
The day is observed as 'Kargil
Vijay Diwas' to commemorate
India's victory over Pakistan
in the war. "Kargil Vijay
Diwas is a symbol of extraor-
dinary bravery, valour and

determination of our armed
forces. I bow to all the brave
soldiers who laid down their
lives to protect Mother India.
The country will always be
indebted to them and their
family members. Jai Hind,"
Murmu said in a tweet in
Hindi.
The President is the supreme
commander of the armed
forces.
In a tweet, Prime Minister
Modi said Kargil Vijay Diwas
is a symbol of pride and glory
for the country.
"Kargil Vijay Diwas is a sym-
bol of pride and glory of 'Maa
Bharati'. On this occasion, I
salute all the brave sons of
the country who achieved the
height of valour in the
defence of the motherland.
Jai Hind," he said.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Nineteen opposition
MPs, including seven from
the TMC and six from the
DMK, were suspended on
Tuesday from attending the
sitting of the Rajya Sabha
till Friday for disrupting
the proceedings of the
House.

The opposition MPs, who
stalled the proceedings
since the start of the mon-
soon session of Parliament
on July 18 over price rise
and the levy of the GST on
daily essentials, entered the
Well of the House shouting
slogans. Deputy Chairman
Harivansh repeatedly
asked them to return to
their seats but when they
refused, he asked the treas-

ury benches to move a mo-
tion for their suspension.
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan moved a
motion to suspend 10 MPs
from the sitting of the
House for the remainder of
the week for their "miscon-
duct" by showing "utter dis-
regard to the House and au-
thority of the chair".

But when Harivansh put
the motion to vote, he read
out the names of 19 mem-
bers. The motion was car-
ried by a voice vote. When
some opposition MPs de-
manded a division of
votes, the chair said he
would do so if the mem-
bers returned to their seats
and the House was
brought to order.

Kolkata, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday grilled West
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee and his alleged
associate Arpita
Mukherjee, arrested in con-
nection with the school jobs
scam, sources said.

The agency also issued
summons to Manik
Bhattacharya, TMC MLA
and former president of the
West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education
(WBBSE), for questioning
in connection with the
scam.

Chatterjee, who was
brought back to Kolkata at
6.30 AM after a thorough
check-up at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, was
straightaway taken to the
ED office at CGO complex.
He is being questioned.

A special ED court on
Monday remanded both

Chatterjee and Mukherjee
to ED custody till August 3
on a prayer by the agency
for questioning them to un-
earth the alleged money
trail involved in the teacher
recruitment scam. While
Chatterjee was produced
before the special court
through the virtual mode
as per a Calcutta High
Court order, Mukherjee
was physically produced
before it. The high court
had on Sunday directed
that Chatterjee be taken to
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, for a
medical check-up by spe-
cialists of various depart-
ments on Monday.

The ED challenged a
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (in-charge)
court's order sending
Chatterjee to state-run
SSKM Hospital after his
lawyers claimed he was ill.
The agency asserted that
the court cannot specify a
medical facility.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The defence ministry on
Tuesday approved the procure-
ment of military equipment
and weapons worth Rs 28,000
crore that included swarm
drones, carbines and bullet-
proof jackets.
The procurement proposals
were cleared by the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.
"The Acceptance of Necessity
(AoN) for capital acquisition
proposals of the armed forces
amounting to Rs 28,732 crore
were accorded by the DAC,"
the defence ministry said in a
statement. The approval to the
new procurement proposals

came amid India's over two-
year-long border row with
China in eastern Ladakh.
The ministry said approval to
procure four lakh close quar-
ter battle carbines was grant-
ed to combat the "current
complex paradigm of conven-
tional and hybrid warfare".
"This is set to provide a major
impetus to the small arms
manufacturing industry in
India and enhancing
AtmaNirbharta (self-reliance)
in small arms," the ministry
said. "Considering the demand
of enhanced protection
against the threat of enemy
snipers to our troops deployed
along the Line of Control, and
in close combat operations in
counter-terrorism scenario,
the DAC accorded AoN for bul-
letproof jackets with Indian
Standard BIS VI level of pro-
tection," it said.

Court defers order on
bail pleas of Teesta

Setalvad, Sreekumar

Ahmedabad, Jul 26 (PTI):

A court here in Gujarat
on Tuesday deferred till
Thursday its order on the
bail pleas of activist Teesta
Setalvad and former DGP
RB Sreekumar in a case of
fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons in
connection with the 2002
communal riots. The court
of Additional Principal
Judge DD Thakkar was
scheduled to pronounce
the order on Tuesday but
said he will do so on
Thursday as the order was
not ready yet. The court
had last week reserved its
order after hearing argu-
ments from the counsels
appearing for Setalvad,
Sreekumar and the prose-
cution.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Chasing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's dream of run-
ning 75 Vande Bharat trains in
75 weeks, the third such train
will leave the Integral Coach
Factory (ICF) in Chennai on
August 12 for trials, sources
said on Tuesday.
The train is likely to be run on
a specific route in south India
from November.
Railway sources said the oper-
ations of the semi-high speed
(160-200 kilometres per hour)
Vande Bharat trial will be
started before August 15.
While it is yet to be confirmed,
Modi could flag off the train
from Chennai.
The trial of the train will be
conducted from Kota in
Rajasthan to Nagda section of
Madhya Pradesh. 

‘Irrational freebies’
in polls serious issue’
̈ Questions govt’s

hesitation on 
taking stand

‘Cong entitled to commit ‘dacoity’
and no one should question it’

Sambit Patra 

Naxal wanted in 19
criminal cases killed
̈ In encounter 

with police

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED records Sonia’s statement 
̈ To appear 

again today

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi arrives to appear

before the ED for questioning
in connection with the

National Herald case, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and several other party MPs
were detained by police at
Vijay Chowk here on Tuesday
after they staged a protest
against Sonia Gandhi's ques-
tioning by the Enforcement
Directorate.
The former Congress president
and the MPs had gathered at
the Vijay Chowk to march
towards the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to draw the President's
attention to the alleged misuse
of central agencies by the gov-

ernment, but were stopped by
the police. Gandhi was put in a
police bus but officials did not
disclose where he was being
taken. Other Congress MPs
were detained and taken away
in separate police buses.

Rahul Gandhi detained 

SECURITY CHECK

Applicants undergo security check before appearing for the Agniveer exam for 
recruit to armed force, in Patna, Tuesday. 

19 Oppn MPs suspended
from RS for week

India commemorates
Kargil Vijay Diwas

ED grills arrested Bengal min

Meanwhile, ED issued sum-
mons to Bhattacharya, a
TMC MLA from Nadia dis-
trict and a former president
of WBBSE, asking him to
depose before officials of
the agency at CGO Complex
at noon on Wednesday,
sources said. ED had
already conducted search
operations on
Bhattacharya's residential
premises on July 22.
Congress leader Adhir
Chowdhury has urged West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee "to imme-
diately sack" Chatterjee
from the state cabinet.
In a letter written to
Banerjee, Chowdhury
claimed that "irregularities"
in the recruitment process
by the School Service
Commission (SSC) is an
"open secret".

ED summons 
TMC MLA ̈ Till July 28

BOOST TO ARMY

DAC approves arms procurement
proposals worth Rs 28,732 cr

̈ To buy swarm
drones, carbines

Vande Bharat Trains

Latest version
to leave factory

by Aug 12

CBI books former

RS MP K D Singh
New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
filed an FIR against for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP K D
Singh for allegedly cheat-
ing people by offering 10
times return on their in-
vestments in his compa-
nies, officials said on
Tuesday.

The agency has booked
Singh, a former
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MP, and eight oth-
ers, including his son
Karandeep Singh, for al-
legedly cheating people by
taking investments worth
crores of rupees in his
companies Alchemist
Infra Reality Limited and
Alchemist Township
Limited, they said.
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Bhilai, Jul 26: Work re-
mained badly affected at
all the government offices
of the district on the sec-
ond day of the pen-down
strike being staged by the
government employees /
officers of the state. All the
government schools and
colleges also wore a desert-
ed look as the teachers and
other staff participated in
the strike. Offices of all
the civic bodies also re-
mained closed. Health
services were also badly
hit as the paramedical and
administrative staff of the
health department stayed

away from work. Except
for a few venues, the vacci-
nation drive had also come
to a standstill. The pa-
tients had to seek treat-
ment at the private hospi-
tals / nursing homes as
there was no staff at
Supela Government
Hospital and other health
centres. The District
Hospital is operating with
limited staff.

On the call of
Chhattisgarh Employees
Officers Federation, the
employees of the district
remained on strike on
Tuesday. They expressed
anger by raising slogans
demanding 34% DA and

HRA on the seventh pay
scale from the due date.

Federation's State
Secretary Rajesh
Chatterjee, District
Convenor Vijay Lahere
and Spokesperson Anupar
Sahu stated that it is very
unjust to curtail the
salaries of the employees.
They added that the gov-
ernment employees are
also the residents of
Chhattisgarh state. The
employees and their fami-
ly members are also the
voters of the state. The em-
ployees strongly demand-
ed from the Chhattisgarh
government to approve
34% DA from the due date.

DS Bhardwaj,
Anandmurti Jha, VS Rao,
Satyendra Rajput, Dr VK
Raghu, Acharya Shashi
Bhushan Mohanty, Sanjay
Sharma, Shravan Thakur,
Shiv Sharma, Kuber

Deshmukh, Rajendra
Rajput, Narsingh Patel,
Rajesh Pal, Sangeeta
Chandrakar, Nibha Rani
Madhu, Motiram Khiladi,
AK Kaneria, Uttara
Khambarde, Anuroop

Sahu and many other lead-
ers addressed the gather-
ing. Dharmendra
Deshmukh, Shiv Dayal
Dhritalhare, GS Ravana,
Pratibha Srivastava and
Shankar were present.

Work remains affected on second day of strike 

TT he employees and offi-
cers of Bhilai Municipal

Corporation also tried to con-
vey their demands to the gov-
ernment by staging demon-
strations and raising slogans
in front of the BMC headquar-
ters on the second day of
strike. 

The employees maintained
essential services but all the
other works remained affect-
ed. Almost all of the sections
of BMC remained locked on
the second day as well.
Employees and officers stat-
ed that 34% DA and HRA on

seventh pay from the due
date are their Fundamental
Rights. In support of the strik-
ing officials, Additional
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer BK Devangan and
Health Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Commissioner Steno
Purushottam Sahu, Ajay Gaur
and officers from various
departments were present.
The labour leaders stated
that the strike will continue
till the government agrees to
provide the fundamental

right. They added that the
strike would continue on the
occasion of the Hareli festival
(July 28) also. The govern-
ment employees across the
nation are getting the rights
as per the instructions of the
Center. Unfortunately, the
employees of Chhattisgarh
are deprived of their rightful
benefits. Resentment among
the workers is rising with
every passing day, they
added. 

They further said that it is
unjust to cut the salary of the
employees. Sanjay Sharma,
Arun Singh, Shravan Kumar
Thakur, Shivkumar Sharma,
Ramvriksha Yadav, Acharya
Shashi Bhushan Mohanty,
Sharad Dubey, Ajay Shukla,
Kuber Deshmukh, Rajendra
Rajput, Narsingh Patel,
Rajesh Pal, LP Upadhyay,
Devlal Verma, Devendra
Mohan and other officers
employees were present.

BMC employees maintain essential services BCMC employees on
mass leave 

Under the banner of Swayattashashi Karmachari
Mahasangh (BMS), the employees of Bhilai
Charoda Municipal Corporation are participating
in the statewide strike of government employees.
The employees are on mass leave to participate in
the demonstrations. They gathered at the premises
of Bhilai Charoda Municipal Corporation and
raised slogans in support of their demands. Later
they moved to Durg to participate in the district
level demonstration. Karmachari Mahasangh State
Joint General Secretary Ramavtar Sahu, Unit
Present Kalyani Sharma, working president
Rupendra Verma, Tarini Verma, Sarojini Yadav,
Yashwant Thakur, Shyamlata Sahu, Maan Singh
patel, Sunita Chandrakar, Vikaschandra Tripathi,
Sunil Jain, DK Pandey, Rajkumar Dewangan,
Prashant Shukla, Victor Verma, Mukesh Ratre,
Hemant Sahu, Mukesh Chandrakar and others
were present.

Bhilai, Jul 26: 83-year-old
Badrunisha from an
Antyodaya family of
Bhilai was taking advan-
tage of the food assistance
scheme of the govern-
ment. Due to old age, her
finger prints have changed
due to which the PDS shop-
keeper was unable to ap-
prove the biometric identi-
ty and provide ration to
her. The neighbours in-
formed the troubled lady
about the Collector
Jandarshan and asked her
to submit an application.
Badrunisha reached the
auditorium of the
Collectorate on Tuesday
with great hope. Spotting
the elderly woman walk-
ing slowly, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena instructed the staff
to assist her and make her
sit comfortably. On coming

to know about her prob-
lem, Collector directed the
officials to resolve her
problem within 24 hours
and inform. The Collector
interacted with the elderly
lady and assured her that
the problem will be solved
and she will not face any
problem in getting ration
in future.

During the Jandarshan,
the Collector directed the
officers of the Civic Bodies
to prepare a mechanism to
resolve such problems at
local level as many other
elderly people can face
problems of fingerprint
mismatch. He added that
the problems related to ra-
tion cards are the most im-
portant problems as it is
an issue related to food se-
curity. He said that action
should be taken immedi-
ately on such cases. It is

necessary that monitoring
is done regularly at the
ward level so that people
do not face any problem in
getting ration. As soon as
such cases come to the
fore, in which the problem
is being caused due to tech-
nical problems, the offi-
cials should take the initia-
tive immediately and solve
the problem. The Collector
said that our first focus

should be that the elderly
should not face any kind of
problem to get the benefits
of welfare schemes of the
government. If the facili-
ties for the elderly people
are available in the urban
bodies, they will get a lot of
relief.

The Collector said that
due to the problems related
to the Aadhar card, the eld-
erly people often face diffi-

culty in availing the bene-
fits of government
schemes. Along with this,
it has also been seen many
times that the benefits of
DBT schemes are not avail-
able due to mismatch of
bank accounts. To over-
come such problems,
camps should be organized
from time to time so that
people do not face any
problem in basic facilities

like pensions and ration.
People are also filing ap-

plications for self-employ-
ment. In this episode, a
Divyang from Shastri
Chowk, Ward Number 41
had reached Jandarshan
with his application. He
sought allotment of vacant
shops available in Ravi
Shankar Stadium, Manas
Bhawan so that he could
open a shop for self-em-
ployment. Taking cog-
nizance of the application
of unemployed disabled,
the Collector forwarded
the application to the con-
cerned officer.

Apart from this, revenue
related matters, health re-
lated issues and electricity
related issues are also
reaching Jandarshan. The
administration is trying to
resolve the problems by
taking positive steps.

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

On Tuesday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected various
localities of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
and took stock of the city
sanitation system.

At Nehru Nagar
Square, he oversaw the
cleanliness in the passen-
ger waiting room and
modern toilets. He gave
instructions for beautifi-
cation in Nehru Nagar
Square and adjacent
squares.

Collector directed that
an action plan should be
prepared for the beautifi-
cation of such major traf-
fic intersections. Zone
Commissioner of each
zone should monitor and
prepare an action plan.

It needs to be men-

tioned here that Mayor
Neeraj Pal has also given
approval for beautifica-
tion of roads in many
areas of Bhilai. During
the inspection, the
Collector instructed to
remove illegal posters
and publicity material
from the government
property.

He asked the traders of
hotels, paan kiosks and
other shops near Nehru
Nagar Chowk to main-

tain cleanliness in their
premises. He instructed
them to keep the sur-
roundings clean and put
the waste only in the
dustbin and give it to the
sanitation worker.

He further inspected
the road leading from
Surya Mall Chowk to
Junwani. He took stock
of the cleanliness
arrangements around
the shops near Surya
Mall Chowk. The wastes

were being dumped in
the drain by some shop-
keepers. Collector in-
structed the officials to
impose a fine on those
who put the garbage in
the drains. Collector
added that the fine
should be fixed on the
basis of the quantity of
wastes littered by the
person. BMC should take
action daily against
those who tarnish the
beauty of the city.

Garbage was also found
in front of the liquor
shop. The Collector ex-
pressed displeasure and
instructed the supervisor
of the liquor shop to get
it cleaned immediately.
The Collector inspected
the road from Junwani
Chowk to
Shankaracharya Campus
and gave necessary in-
structions to the officials.
During the inspection,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Councilors Mukesh
Agarwal and Hariom
Tiwari, Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena and
others were present.

Collector inspects city sanitation arrangements in Bhilai

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Karm Shiromani
awards were given away in
SAIL-BSP's Steel Melting
Shop -2 recently. S K
Ghoshal, CGM (SMS 2)
was the Chief Guest.
Sudhir Kumar, GM (SMS
2), Yogesh Shastri, GM
(SMS 2), R K Shrivastava,
GM (SMS 2), N Shrikant,
GM (SMS 2), P K Mishra,
GM (SMS 2), D N Kesari,
GM (SMS 2), Rajkumar
Komalapati, GM (SMS 2),
Gaurav Singhal, GM (SMS
2) were present on the oc-
casion. S K Ghoshal, CGM
(SMS 2) in his address said
that employees of SMS 2
must focus on Safe work
practices while doing pro-
duction. First priority for
our employees should be
Safety. You have the cali-

bre to convert challenges
into opportunities, he said.
He congratulated the
Shiromani awardees on
the occasion.

Shevrao Shende,
M/Optr, CCS Operation
Crane, Ramavatar Thakur,
OCT, SBS operation, Udho
Prasad Bancchor, M/Optr,
CCS Operation were felici-

tated with the Karm
Shiromani awards for
their outstanding per-
formance for June 2022.

Employees are shortlist-
ed for this award for inno-
vations, better resource
utilisation, following
Safety standards etc. at the
workplace. A certificate,
letter of appreciation and

a sweet packet was given
to the Karm Shiromani
awardees .

The programme was
compered by Vijay Kumar,
Asst Manager (P-Steel
zone 2). K D Baghel,
ALWO, Puran Sahu, and
Narendra Kurrey helped
in making the programme
successful.

Karm Shiromani awards given away in SMS 2

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Various competitions
were organised by Dulki
Iron ore Mines, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant on the
Freedom struggle and
Freedom fighters at
Rajnandgaon district re-
cently under the leader-
ship of Tapan Sutradhar,
ED (Mines). Essay,
Drawing, Poem , Quiz

competitions and screen-
ing of films were held
under the banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'
under the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
Government of India,
Directorate of Mines
Safety, Bilaspur and Steel
Authority of India
Limited. This was held at
EMMS, Gram Kamkasur,
BDO Manpur, district

Rajnandgaon. Arun
Kumar, GM (Dulki Mines)
and Ajay Kumar
Chaturvedi, Mines
Manager, Dulki Mines,
Tamboli, Principal,
Kamkasur school,
Mangun Singh Kola,
President, Regional
Labour Tribal Seva
Samiti (Dulki) and other
senior officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

School children from the
vicinity of Kamkasur vil-
lage including Dulki,
Kamkasur, Kattapar and
Bodara villages actively
took part in the competi-
tions. Bhilai Steel Plant fe-
licitated the 1st, 2nd and
3rd prize and Consolation
prize winners of the com-
petitions. The dignitaries
present on the occasion
elaborated on the theme of
'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav' and impor-
tance of Freedom to
school going children.
Rakesh Thakur, SM
(Dulki mines), Santram
Sahu, LWO (Dulki mines)
and teachers from Dulki,
Kamkasur, Kattapar and
Bodara played a pivotal
role in organising the pro-
gramme.

Various competitions organised by Dulki Iron ore Mines

Elderly lady troubled of fingerprint mismatch; Collector assures to resolve problem within 24 hours

Bhilai, Jul 26: 

Krishna Public School
stands proud as we cele-
brate the achievement of
the students.The achieve-
ment reinstates the vi-
sion of pursuit of excel-
lence.The School has ex-
celled once again in
CBSEclass X and XII
Board Examination.The
first Batch of Class XII
came with flying colours
with 100% pass
result.Thestream wise
topper of Class XII
Examination were
Dattani Bhakti
(Commerce stream) se-
curing 88 percent
andVarnika Soni
(Science stream) secur-
ing 80.2 percentage.The
school excelled in class X

Board examinations too
with100% pass
results.Among the top-
pers were Mahi
Swarnkar securing 95.6
percentage, Rashmi
Dewangan securing92%,
Gauri Rathi and Shivani
Soni securing 90.6 per-
centage.Not to forget the
outstanding achievement
of MinaliKunjam for se-
curing 100 percent
marks in Sanskrit.
The Principal,
M a n a g e m e n t a n d

Teachers congratulated
the students for their ex-
cellence and hard
work.The School is all set
to move aheadwith a vi-
sion to achieve excellence
in future. The school
management extended
wishes, prayers and
blessings for all our pass-
outbatch and for all our
future budding angels
perspiring to make it big
in all endeavours, av-
enues, perspectives and-
blues of life.

Students of Krishna Public School Durg
excel in CBSE Board Examination

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2266::  Saplings were
planted at Dulki Mines the
other day under the leadership
of Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines and Rowghat) was the
Chief Guest on the occasion.
Arun Kumar, GM (Dulki Mines)
and Ajay Kumar Chaturvedi,
Mines Manager, Dulki Mines,
Rakesh Thakur, SM (Dulki
Mines) and other employees
were present on the occasion. 

Samir Swarup, CGM (Mines
and Rowghat) in his address
talked about the importance of
tree plantation and environ-
mental sustainability and
inspired employees to follow
safe mining practices. Arun
Kumar, Special Guest talked
about the human-tree relation-
ship and appealed to employ-
ees to plant trees in Mines and
nearby areas. Rakesh Thakur,
SM (Dulki Mines) proposed the
vote of thanks. 

Saplings planted at
Dulki Mines
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Severe shortage of medicine
at Ambedkar Hospital, DKS

Superspeciality Hospital
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2266::  There is a short-
age of medicines in Ambedkar
and DKS Superspeciality
Hospitals, Raipur. Chhattisgarh
Medical Services Corporation
(CGMSC) is not supplying med-
icine even after sending the
demand letter from last six
months. The situation is that 80
percent medicines including
minor medicines for pain, vita-
mins, heart disease, blood, anti
fungal, gas and acidity are not
available in Ambedkar
Hospital. The medicine budget
of the hospital is Rs 11 crore
annually, out of which 90 per
cent budget order has been
given to CGMSC.

The hospital management
said that some medicines are
being procured through local
procurement, which is insuffi-
cient. This has a direct impact
on the treatment of poor
patients. Patients are returning

back due to lack of medicines
and have to buy outside.
According to the management,
letters have been written to
CGMSC several times for the
supply of medicines, but no
satisfactory answer is being
received. The shortage of med-
icines has also become a disas-
ter for the patients in DKS
Superspeciality Hospital.
According to the management,
the annual budget of medi-
cines of the hospital is Rs 5
crore. But 90 percent of the
medicines given to the patients
is not available here. These are
all medicines related to super-
specialty medicine. The short-
age of medicines is directly
affecting the health of the
patients. According to the hos-
pital management, CGMSC is
able to supply only 20 percent
of the medicines. Some medi-
cines are bought locally. 

Opposition set to grill Govt 
during no confidence motion
Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly would take up the
opposition sponsored no
confidence motion against
the ruling Congress govern-
ment on Wednesday which
would also be the concluding
day of the Monsoon session.
According to the informa-
tion received, the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has chalked out
strategy to corner the treas-
ury bench on several issues
including alleged failure to
deliver the promise made to
the people in the election
manifesto whereas the
would also be aggressive on
the law & order situation
which according to them is
in shambles. Senior
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal of BJP would start
the debate on no confidence
motion against the
Congress government dur-
ing which he would be going
all attack on the ruling

party. Meanwhile, the senior
Legislator Dhanendra Sahu
of Congress has been en-
trusted with the responsibil-
ity to counter the allega-
tions of the opposition party
on Wednesday afternoon.
While the BJP MLAs have
chalked out strategy against
the state government, the
ruling Congress too con-
vened a meeting to give re-
sponsibilities and counter
attack the opposition
charges.

BJP has been backed by
the Chhattisgarh Janta
Congress (J) MLAs and
would also get the support
from the two Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) MLAs during
the debate on the no confi-
dence motion taking the
total strength of the opposi-
tion to 17. However, the rul-
ing Congress enjoys upper
hand in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly with
the strength of 71 MLAs in
the 90-member Assembly.

Governor Ms. Uikey make courtesy call
to President  Draupadi Murmu

Raipur, Jul 26: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey met
newly elected president
Mrs Draupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan and
greeted her. Governor Ms.
Uikey held detailed discus-
sions with the newly elect-
ed  President about various
subjects of the country and
the state. The Governor ap-
prised the President about
important topics and prob-
lems related to the state.
Underlining the impor-
tance of the PESA Act, the
Governor told the
President that the rules of
PESA Act are not applica-
ble in many states. She
urged the President to di-
rect the implementation of
the rules related to the
PESA Act. At the same
time, she urged for early
passage of the bill related
to Mesa law for urban areas
which is pending in the
Parliament. With the enact-

ment of the MESA law, the
rules related to reservation
in urban areas will be duly
implemented, due to which
the tribal community will
get the real benefit of reser-
vation. Governor Ms.
Uikey informed the
President about the decla-
ration of several districts
of Purvanchal as Tribal
Districts and said that spe-
cial cooperation was re-
ceived at the Central level
to this effect, which directly
benefitted the tribal people
living in these districts.
Governor Ms. Uikey in-

formed the President about
many tribal communities
not getting their rights in
Chhattisgarh and request-
ed for its early resolution.
The Governor again
thanked the President,
Mrs. Murmu and said that
there has been now a hope
among the tribal communi-
ty that now the efforts relat-
ed to their rights and inter-
ests will get momentum.
The Governor also promi-
nently placed before the
President the matters relat-
ed to the implementation of
constitutional rights.

YC demonstration against ED 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 26: Youth
Congress workers placed a
board of the BJP office
near Enforcement
Directorate office in
Pujari Park here in
protest against ED ques-
tioning Congress
President Sonia Gandhi in
National Herald case. The
protesters who climbed
the ED office also raised
slogans against the
agency and the BJP. While
displaying board of BJP
office near ED office they
alleged that the central
agency was working for
the BJP.

Congress National
President Sonia Gandhi
was called for questioning
by the ED for the second
time in the National
Herald case today. The
Congress party is oppos-
ing it across the country.
On Tuesday, dozens of
Youth Congress workers

reached the ED’s regional
office at Pujari Park,
Raipur and raised slogans
against the central gov-
ernment and the BJP.
They accused the central
government of misusing
the ED. Meanwhile, the
protesters started pasting

stickers displaying BJP of-
fice on the walls near ED
office.

Under the main board of
the Enforcement
Directorate, a board writ-
ten in the BJP office was
also put up. After shouting
slogans for a long time,

the protesters withdrew
from outside the ED office.
A Youth Congress office
bearer said that Youth
Congress was holding
such demonstrations out-
side the offices of central
investigative agencies
across the country.

Chh’garh Assembly approves
hike in MLAs salary 

Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday gave
approval to the amend-
ments to legislative bills
related with hike in the
salary and allowance of
the Speaker, Deputy
Speaker, Chief Minister,
Ministers, Leader of oppo-
sition and MLAs.

Presenting the legisla-
tion in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs
Ravindra Choubey sought
the approval from the
Members. Four separate
amendment bills were pre-
sented by him. With the
approval of the above pro-
posal, the salary of CM

has been increased from
Rs 1,35,000 to Rs 2,05,000
whereas the Ministers
salary has been increased
from existing Rs 1.30 lakh
to Rs 1.90 lakh whereas
Parliamentary Secretaries
would get salary of Rs 1.75
lakh from existing salary
of Rs 1.21 lakh.

Similarly, the Speaker

would now get the salary
of Rs 1.95 lakh, Deputy
Speaker would get Rs 1.80
lakh, Leader of
Opposition would get Rs
1.90 lakh whereas the
MLAs would get salary of
Rs 1.60 lakh.

Besides, MLAs will get a
daily allowance of Rs
2,000.

No change has been
made in the orderly al-
lowance of Rs 15,000 per
month being given to legis-
lators.

According to officials,
the increase in salary and
allowances is likely to put
an additional annual bur-
den of around Rs 6.81
crore on the state excheq-
uer.

Opposition MLAs corner Minister over
School Teachers’ recruitment

Raipur, Jul 26:
Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday grilled the treas-
ury bench during the
Question Hour in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on the issue of
recruitment process of
school education.

Raising the issue, the
BJP Legislator Ajay
Chandrakar sought the

status quo of the recruit-
ment who launched
scathing attack on the
treasury bench alleging no
confirm status being re-
port in the process of re-
cruitment of teachers dur-
ing the last five months.

Minister for School
Education Dr Prem Sai
Singh Tekam failed to in-
form the House about the
total strength of the teach-
ers given the appointment
letters so far under the re-
cruitment drive.
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant said
that time limit should be

fixed in the process of re-
cruitment of school teach-
ers.

In his reply, the Minister
Tekam said that attesta-
tion process is being car-
ried out at district and di-
visional level and also at
state-level according to the
post and added that attesta-
tion is being carried out on
the basis of merit and
added that exact time
could not be told. Taking
his statement seriously, the
Assembly Speaker Mahant
said that department
should fix a time-bound
schedule to complete the
recruitment of teachers.

BJP members try to gherao Assembly
to protest rise in incidents of crime

Raipur, Jul 26: Several
BJP leaders including for-
mer Minister Rajesh
Munat were detained while
trying to gherao
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday in
protest against growing
criminal incidents in the
state. As many as 500 BJP
workers were arrested
after they scuffled with the
police in their attempt to
gherao Assembly.

All BJP workers assem-
bled near LIC Office near
Pandri Main Road in after-
noon and marched towards
Assembly to gherao. The
police had already barri-

caded at some distance.
BJP leaders scuffled with
the police personnel when
they were prevented from
proceeding towards the as-
sembly. Meanwhile BJYM
workers climbed barricade
to move forward. BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and
former Minister Rajesh
Munat shouted slogans
against the government.

Agrawal, Munat and
some other leaders also
tried to move forward
along with their support-
ers but they were prevent-
ed by the police. After some
time Rajesh Munat sat on a
dharna blocking the road
near Assembly, along with
his supporters. Despite
persuasion by the Police
they did not clear the road.

When the BJP workers

and supporters were not
ready to get up, the police
picked them up by holding
hands and feet. After some
time, the police officers
also reached to Munat, urg-
ing him to get up from the
road. Munat refused to
leave the road with folded
hands. Soon the police offi-
cers picked up Munat by
holding his hands and feet.
Munat kept shouting and
the police picked him up
and brought him to the
bus. After a tremendous
uproar that lasted for about
an hour, the police arrested
more than 500 BJP leaders
and workers, including
Brijmohan Agarwal.
BJYM workers too tried to
cross the barricade. When
stopped they scuffled with
the police personnel. Some

BJP workers were pushing
the police personnel by
snatching their sticks.
Police had to resort to lath-
icharge to disperse the
crowd of agitating BJP
workers.

After nearly an hour
long high voltage political
drama, the crowd was dis-
persed. BJP district presi-
dent Srichand Sundrani al-
leged that crime had be-

come rampant in
Chhattisgarh. Incidents
like rape, stabbing, rob-
bery, murder have become
common, he said, adding
that drug addiction is be-
coming a root cause of
most of the incidents.
Congress came to power by
promising prohibition, but
now dry intoxicants are
easily available in the
street in the city.

Raipur, Jul 26:
Chhattisgarh has an esti-
mated 55 lakh houses and
the BJP is looking to cover
most of them under the
central government’s ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign,
the party’s national
spokesperson Sambit
Patra said on Tuesday.

Under the campaign
launched as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
(75 years of India’s inde-
pendence), the tricolour
will be hoisted atop houses
across the country for
three days next month.

“The campaign is close
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji’s heart
as it seeks to awaken the
spirit of nationalism and
patriotism among people
and associate them with
celebration of 75 years of
the country’s independ-
ence,” he said.

Patra was speaking to
reporters after chairing a
meeting of party leaders
and workers in
Kushabhau Thakre
Parisar, the Chhattisgarh
BJP office here, to devise a

strategy to make the cam-
paign a grand success in
the Congress-ruled state.

The PM has appealed to
everyone to be a part of
this event and the BJP has
been working to take for-
ward this programme in
cooperation with the gov-
ernment, he said.

“The party has been
working day and night to
ensure the tricolour is
hoisted atop more than 20
crore homes in the coun-
try,” the BJP spokesperson
said.

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ is a
campaign under the aegis
of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav to encourage
people to bring the tri-
colour home and to hoist it
to mark the 75th year of
India’s independence.

In Chhattisgarh, com-
mittees have been formed
at state, district, mandal
and booth level for imple-
mentation of the cam-
paign, Patra said.

Besides, a roadmap has
been prepared to associate
MLAs with the pro-
gramme so that it can be
organised in every assem-
bly constituency of the
state, he said.

The programme will be
held between August 9 and
15 in three phases, he
added.

Asked about any target
set for Chhattisgarh, Patra
said, As per our calcula-
tions there are 54 to 55
lakh houses in the state
and the party’s state team
has been working with a
target to cover maximum
houses. Patra said he also
wants to congratulate the
people of the tribal-domi-
nated Chhattisgarh as the
country has for the first
time got a President who
comes from an adivasi
community.

Droupadi Murmu took
oath as the 15th President
of India on Monday.

“It is a matter of pride
for all of us,” the BJP
leader said.

Several BJP leaders
including Munat
detained 

Uproar in assembly over police
lathicharge on BJP workers 

Raipur, Jul 26: Bharatiya Janata Party MLAs created a
ruckus in Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly on the
issue of lathi-charge on BJP workers when they were on
way to gherao the Assembly. BJP MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal gave this information in the house. The MLA
said that he was also arrested. The BJP members de-
manded government’s statement in the House regarding
this incident. In view of the uproar by the BJP mem-
bers, the house was adjourned for 10 minutes. BJP tried
to gherao the assembly today against the increasing
crime due to drug addiction in the capital. BJP workers
scuffled with police when they were stopped from mov-
ing towards assembly to gherao. Police also lathicharged
several BJP workers during scuffle.

‘BJP  to cover most of 55
lakh homes’

Under ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign

Speaker directs
Tekam to fix dead-
line to complete
process

Raipur, Jul 26: National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) in asso-
ciation with Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
has organised a three-day
basic training on CBRN
(Chemical Biological
Radiological and Nuclear)
emergency management
for Airport Emergency
Handlers. The three-day
training commenced on
July 26 at Hotel Babylon
Capital, Raipur with inau-
guration by B.B.
Mohapatra, Principal
Commissioner, CGST in
presence of Airport
Director, Praveen Kumar
Jain and NDMA

Consultant and
Coordinator for the event
D. Sundar. The main focus
of the training is to in-
crease awareness, pre-
paredness and coordina-
tion among all stakehold-
ers in case of an unfore-
seen CBRN emergency.
The training has brought
various stakeholders like
AAI, NDMA, Airlines,
CISF, State Police and
other departments of State
Govt. of Chhattisgarh on a
common platform. The
training will culminate on
July 28, 2022 with a mock
exercise at Swami
Vivekananda Airport,
Raipur.

NDMA in association with
AAI organise 3-day basic

training on CBRN

Congress staged
Satyagraha at Gandhi
Maidan in Raipur in
protest against
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate questioning
its national president
Sonia Gandhi in
National Herald case.
Congress leaders and
workers sitting near the
statue of Mahatma
Gandhi were protesting
against the action of
ED. All senior officials
participated in
Satyagraha. After the

end of the Question
Hour in the Assembly,
Pradesh Congress
President Mohan
Markam came out and
sat on Satyagraha.

Last Thursday too,
Sonia Gandhi was called
by the ED for question-

ing. On that day, thou-
sands of Congress lead-
ers and workers reached
in front of the ED office
at Pujari Park, Raipur
from 11 am. In view of
the rainy situation, the
party had put up a wa-
terproof pandal near
ED Office. A large num-
ber of Congress workers
from other districts of
the state also reached to
participate in protest
demonstration against
ED questioning Sonia
Gandhi.

Congress leaders, workers stage Satyagraha

p Discusses with the
President about vari-
ous topics and prob-
lems of the state
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ECE lecture series organised by CU
Bilaspur, Jul 26: Swami
Vivekananda believed edu-
cation is the manifestation
of perfection already in
men. He thought it is a
pity that the existing sys-
tem of education did not
enable a person to stand
on his own feet, nor did it
teach him self-confidence
and self-respect. Focusing
on this ideology the
Department of
Electronics and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, School of
Studies in Engineering in
Technology, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (A
Central University)
Bilaspur (C.G.) successful-
ly conducted 3rd lecture of
one of its kind “ECE
Lecture Series” on the
topic “Education accord-
ing to Swamiji’s Ideology”
on July 18 in E-Classroom.

This was the first offline
event following two suc-
cessfully conducted lec-
tures in online mode
aimed at helping the stu-
dents in knowing the true
and fruitful meaning of
education. The host of this
session Yash Gupta and
Miss. Srijani Som, 3rd
year students of ECE de-
partment welcomed every-
one in the meeting. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, Former
Vice Chancellor,
Saurashtra University the

chief guest of the function
shared her perspective
about the session and the
topic. The dignitaries then
honoured and welcomed
each other with saplings.

Prof. T.V. Arjunan,
Dean, SoS (E&T) then ad-
dressed the meeting and
spoke about the objective
of this lecture series.
Further Dr. Soma Das,
HoD ECE and convener of
this program briefed
everyone about the pro-
gram and addressed the
speaker of the program
Swami Ratananda,
Secretray, Ram Krishna
Mission, Bilaspur.

Our speaker Swami
Ratananda then shared
his views with the stu-
dents on how to align with
Vivekananda’s thought of
education effortlessly and

clearly defined perfection
and manifestation.
Furthermore he said that
without manifestation one
cannot reach perfection.
He also focused on the fact
that our current education
system is far away from
Vivekananda’s beliefs and
ways to line up to that. He
also pointed out the prob-
lems we are facing in solv-
ing the issue of literacy
due to the Western influ-
ence. Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Vice
Chancellor and Chief
Patron of this Lecture se-
ries then joined the ses-
sion and shared his per-
sonal experiences and
views on the topic. He re-
lied on the fact of impor-
tance of meditation in
one’s life. He further added
that one can gain his lost

powers and abilities
through consistent medi-
tation and it would help an
individual in achieving
such heights that he must
not have dreamt of. He
then motivated the
Engineering students to
portray the best side of
yourself and professional-
ly confident at the upcom-
ing placements. Then
there was a questionnaire
session where Hon’ble
Vice Chancellor and
Swami Ji interacted with
the students and cleared
their doubts. The program
concluded with a vote of
thanks from Mrs.
Praveena Rajput, Asst.
Prof ECE and
Coordinator of this series.
There was also an
arrangement of refresh-
ments for the students.

Music education and other prog
organised on bag-less  day

Magarlod, Jul 26: The
education department of
the state government has
ordered the children to
come to school one day in
a week without bags.
Children from primary
and secondary schools
from all over the state are
coming without bags on t
his day and on this day
sports is taught to the stu-
dents on Saturdays. Apart
from this, yoga, exercise,
music, culture programs
are also to be organized. In
the same context, in the
Government Primary
School of Hasda No., ac-
cording to the instructions
of the government, every
Saturday in every school,
children without bags are
made to various activities.
To impart education, a
musical program was or-
ganized in the school to
sow the seeds of moral
values ??through music
education and inspira-
tional songs.

In the program, well-
known musical instru-
ment artist of the village,

Roshan Yadav Argan and
team, Mandir Hasod’s
artist Shyam Yadav and
Mahi Yadav and tabla
dholak player, Toman Lal
performed with state song
and presented various in-
spiration and patriotic
songs. Apart from this,
folk song Chaura  Ma
Gonda folk song fascinat-
ed the children as well as
the villagers. Various cul-
tural programs were also
presented by the school
children so that the hid-
den talent of the children
can be enhanced. Gokul
Yadav, coordinator,
Govind Ram Yadav, vil-
lage Patel, Narottam
Yadu, Madan Lal Yadav

were the guests in the pro-
gram and they were all
praise for the program
and presented incentive
money to the artists and
the participating chil-
dren.

The coordinator said in
the remarks that in the
new education policy 2020
also special emphasis has
been laid on this. Art
skills are to be promoted
and developed in children
by connecting local artists
with the institution.

Principal reader in-
charge of the primary
school, Chhagan Lal Sahu
expressed his gratitude to
the team of artists who
came from local and re-

mote areas of the village.
He said that Bag-less Day
is celebrated in the state
on Saturdays, education is
imparted through sports
on this day. Govt has given
emphasis on Greeting
card, Mehndi, Painting
and Folk cultural pro-
gram. Apart from studies,
practical knowledge is
very important for per-
sonality and future.
Children showed their tal-
ent. Madan Lal Dhruv,
Rukmani Sahu,
Chhameshwari Baghel,
Mangala Patel, Bhagwat
Nishad, Chain Singh
Yadav, Ashok Sahu and
students were present on
this occasion.

Young poets present self
composed poetry

Magarlol, Jul 26: In
Government Higher
Secondary School, Kareli
Badi, a monthly poetry sem-
inar was organized in the li-
brary room on Saturday. In
which the budding poets of
the school presented their
self-composed poetry. It is
noteworthy that Jitendra
Sukumar Sahir, is the
founder teacher and poet of
the group ‘Come Write
Poetry’.

Motivating children he
said that poetry is a power-
ful medium of expression,
what we are hesitant to say,
can be easily said through
poetry. The chief guest of
the programme, Sanskrit
lecturer Sushil Kumar Sahu
in his remarks said that in
this age there is a revolution
in thoughts, all of you can
awaken new consciousness
in the country and society
with your poems and urged
them to keep writing con-
tinuously. Brajesh Kumar
Devangan, lecturer of com-

merce, the special guest of
the program, praised in his
speech and said that it is a
very good thing to spend
free time in creation. In the
same way, every child, while
making good use of his time
and spends his time in some
or the other creation, then
he can achieve great suc-
cess.

In the beginning of the
poetry seminar, Balkavi
Kavita Nishad presented
her poem on environmental
protection, get life from the
environment, let’s make it a
friend, in this city of life,
let’s plant trees together.
Reshma Sahu Jhansi gave a
presentation of a wonderful
poem, pointing to the youth
power, we have the power to
do something, friends are
not less than anyone, our
name will shine star, it is
our duty to touch the floor.

Another girl Isha Sen pre-
sented a line encouraging
the girls, there is a unique
desire in the heart. Bharti
Sahu, writing the voice of
the mind, presented a poem,
‘I did not learn to lie, I do
not know how to hide the
truth, I have my eyes on my
destination, I did not teach
to stop the steps, I got a lot of
applause’.

Vandana Sen and
Bhawna Sahu brought
freshness to the atmosphere
by reciting poetry on the
subject of rain. Balkavi
Pemeshwari Nishad, Anita
Rao, Namrata Rao,
Himanshu, Kamani,
Digeshwari, Delakshmi,
Vidya Pal, Deepika Sahu,
Kamini, Himanshu, Jagriti,
Nisha Pal, Tanuja, Nisha
Pal, Neelam Baghel, writer,
Isha Tarini also recited
their own poetry.

APS celebrate
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Jul 26: 26-
07-2022 The Kargil Vijay
Diwas is celebrated on
26-07-2022 at Allons
Public School. This day
is celebrated every year
in this school on 26-07-
2022 to honor the brave
soldiers of the Indian
Army who selflessly
laid down their lives to
safeguard India’s bor-
ders. This day is cele-
brated with a series of
activities aimed at re-
membering the glorious
deeds of the martyrs.
Many students of the
school shared their
thoughts and feelings.
Their every word paid a
rich tribute to the fallen
heroes and the sacri-
fices made by them in
the line of duty. These
martyrs shall forever
live in the memories of
Indians. Their tales of
velour shall inspire the
Indian generations for-
ever. A candle was lit at
the statue of martyrs. It
was garlanded by the
topper students of this
year named Yashvi
Rathi, Head Boy, Head

Girl, President & secre-
tary of students union
and Cultural society.
Anvita, Shakshi & Neha
students of the school
sang patriotic songs. A
silence of two minutes
was observed as a mark
to respect the martyrs.

Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal advised the
students to develop
unity in diversity. He
told the students that we
must consider equal to
each other as the Indian
soldiers have one reli-
gion and aim. His
speech inspired the stu-
dents to safeguard the
country. The students
took an oath to safe-
guard the country.

Kamaljeet Arora,
Chairman told the stu-
dents that national serv-
ice is very important for
each Indian citizen. He
told that each citizen
must do his duty honest-
ly. It is also like the serv-
ice of the soldiers who
serve at the borders of
our country. Pushkal
Arora, Director,Sunil
Sharma, Administrator
and teachers were pres-
ent on this occasion.

Officers, employees in the
state on five-day strike

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 26: On the call
of the state coordinator
and district coordinator
under the banner of
Chhattisgarh Karamchari
Adhikar Federation
(CKAF)  the officers and
employees of the district
are on strike for five days.
The protest was started by
the Federation in protest
against the irregular ban
of DA and HRA from the
year 2016 and the loss of

thousands every month
during the inflation peri-
od. Officials serving as
important organs of the
administration, employees
say that as inflation in-
creases, the DA of employ-
ees is increased in
January and July, so that
the employees can meet up
with increasing expendi-
ture due to inflation.

But the DA of the pres-
ent State Government em-
ployees has been withheld
undeclared. At present,
34% percent dearness al-
lowance (DA) is being paid
to central employees and
many others states. But

the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is adopting a policy
of exploitation by paying
only 22% percent DA to
the employees. Due to
this, the employees are los-
ing up to 12% percent per
month. Against this injus-
tice, the Federation has
again gone on a five-day
strike to put its demand
before the government
through a phased agita-
tion. The officers and em-
ployees of many depart-
ments related to the
Federation present in the
local bus stand premises of
Konta Nagar raised their
voices regarding the same.

Chandrashekhar Sahu awarded
the Best Counsellor

Magarlod, Jul 26: One
day training cum work-
shop of district level coun-
sellor was organized by
Indian Red Cross Society
District Branch Dhamtari,
in which the counsellor
who did excellent work in
the field of Red Cross was
honored. Under this ITI
Kareli Badi’s Copa trade
trainer  Chandrashekhar

Sahu was honored with a
memento and citation as
the best counselor for com-
mendable works by him in
the field of Red Cross viz.
awareness, health aware-
ness, donor awareness,
and education.

On this occasion,
Homan Ram Nagre,
Principal of the institu-
tion and all the staff mem-
bers of the institution and
trainees of all trades ex-
pressed their happiness
and wished for a bright fu-
ture with congratulations.

88 construction works worth
Rs 1055.51 lakh approved

Bijapur, Jul 26: The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has granted approval for
new 88 constructions of
1055.51 lakh for construc-
tion works from the infra-
structure, for Municipal
Council Bijapur Nagar
Panchayat, Bhopalpatnam
Nagar Panchayat and
Bhairamgarh nagar pan-
chayat under Vidhan Sabha
constituency 89-Bijapur,
District Bijapur. Under
which 45 no’s works worth
496.12 lakh for Nagar Palika
Parishad Bijapur, 23 no’s
works worth 267.30 lakh for
Nagar Panchayat
Bhopalpatnam and 20 no’s

works worth 292.09 lakh for
Nagar Panchayat
Bhairamgarh.

For this huge sanction,
Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar Region
Tribal Development
Authority, Vikram
Mandavi, expressed grati-
tude to the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Daharia
This sanction of develop-
ment works worth Rs
1055.51 lakhs is historic for
Municipal Council Bijapur,
Nagar Panchayat
Bhopalpatnam and Nagar
Panchayat Bhairamgarh, it
will give a new direction to
the development of urban
areas of Bijapur district, he
added.

Expo 2022 organised by
Women’s Chamber concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 26: Mahila
Chamber State President
Madhu Arora said that
Expo 2022 which was held
on July 21st and 22nd, 2022
at Niranjan Dharamshala.
The expo was organised by

Mahila Chamber where
different types of stalls of
Tanishq, Bhansali
Jewellers, Tarleja Builders,
CP Solar, Prem Sound
System, LED Lights of
Calcutta, Jalpari
Aquarium, CT Honda,
Kachi Ghani Oil,

Furniture, Kadambari
Pickles, Cozy Kids,
Bonzello Biscuits & Cakes,
Sanitary Wear, Skino
Vision, Bed Cover Bedsuit,
Neelam Namkeen,
Tupperware, Nail Arts
were set up.

In addition to this stall

by Meenakshi Saloon,
Acupressure, Yogita Kosha
Saree, Kurti Salwar Suit ar-
tificial jewellery were on
display here. Various types
of food stalls were also
there. Stall no. 4, 5 stalls
were given free of cost to
display Kopalvani, items
made by Divyang children,
. A very good effort was
made by the women’s
chamber, in which the
chief guests was Mrs.
Chhaya Verma, Mr.
Kuldeep Junejai, Sanjana
Upadhyay, chairman of the
chamber, Mr. U.N. Agrawal,
Chamber State President,
Amar Parwani and his en-
tire team were present. In
this, the women’s cham-
ber’s patron Meenakshi
Tuteja, Abha Mishra, pres-
ident Madhu Arora, secre-
tary Pinky Agarwal, treas-
urer Prerna Bhatt, media
in-charge Indira Jain,
Nishtha Chaturvedi, Swati
Soni, Kajal Shrivas and all
the women’s team of Bhilai
were present.

To children of

Hasda School on

Saturday

In support of  their
demands

By Urban admn
dept for all the
three urban areas
of Bijapur

MLA Vikram
Mandavi expressed
his gratitude
towards CM and
Urban Admn. Devp
Minister

Working as Training
Officer, ITI Kareli
Badi

p Under monthly
poetry seminar
organized in V
Kareli Badi
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Churikala, Jul 26: 

National Highway bypass
roads are being built in the
surrounding areas of the
district, in which the agri-
cultural land of the farm-
ers is being acquired, but
the compensation amount
for the acquired agricul-
tural land is less than the
prescribed rate by the rev-
enue officers and the bene-
ficiaries of the area.

It should be known that
bypass NH roads are being
built in the district, in
which government land,
forest land, besides agri-
cultural produce of farm-
ers, land is being acquired,
in which revenue officers
all-together make changes
in the agricultural land of
the farmers.

Amount compensation
is being made, which is
being openly opposed by
the farmers of the area. A
similar case has come to
the fore in Nagar Palika
Katghora, for construction

of NH National Road in
Ward No. 12 and 13 of
Municipality Katghora,
besides agricultural land
of more than 180 farmers,
pucca house and farms are
being acquired, in which
Halka Patwari, SDM,
Revenue Babu together
cut the agricultural land of
180 farmers and reduced

the number of farmers
and made compensation
amount in the name of 111
farmer beneficiaries.

The farmers of the area
told that compensation
amount is to be done ac-
cording to the govern-
ment rate in 5,780 square
meters, but the compensa-
tion amount has been

made by the Revenue
Department officer at the
rate of Rs 293 square
meter, while the land
which is being acquired is
in the municipality, there
should not be any reduc-
tion in the compensation.
After meeting with the
Divisional Commissioner,
hundreds of farmers of

the area, after being ha-
rassed by the Revenue
Department Officer,
Patwari Babus, after re-
examining the land of the
acquired area, have tried
for justice to give proper
compensation to the farm-
ers at the government
rate and the Speaker of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

During the Katghora
stay of Charan Das
Mahant and regional MP
Jyotsna Mahant, the
farmers of the area were
presented and narrated
their situation, on which
Mr. Mahant was told to
get proper compensation
to all the farmers.

Ram Gopal Bhayna,
Chandra Bhawan
Markam, Shatrughan
Patel, Johit Patel, Roshan
Ali, Malesh Patel,
Rajkishore Pandey, Sushil
Jaiswal, Samar Singh,
Rajkumari, Sampat Lal,
Sakuran Patel, Rafiq
Ahmed were present.

Farmers getting less compensation for acquired land
PPiitthhoorraa,,  JJuull  2266:: A felicitation
ceremony was organized by the
Department of Posts, Raipur
Division, at NDC located in the
Post Office Tikrapara Complex,
to honor the employees / GDS
and agents who made excellent
contribution in various services
of the post office. Senior
Superintendent Post Office  BL
Jangde, Special Guest Assistant
Director Circle Office JS Pardhi
Assistant Superintendent
Saurabh Shrivastava, Ravi Lal
Kacher and OP Patel were pres-
ent as the Chief Guest in the
function. 

Awards were given to 110
officers/employees/GDS who
excelled during the period
2021-22 and the achievements
of the financial year 2021-22
were discussed. These awards
were given in Postal Life
Insurance, Rural Postal Life
Insurance, Business
Development, Post Office Alap
Savings Scheme, Outstanding
Performance in Aadhar Work
and CSC Services etc.  Along
with this, Councilor of Saddu

Raipur, Sushila Dhiwar, and
Supervisor of Women and Child
Development, Bina Koshi, Shail
Navik, Pratibha Gajbhiye, Rita
Choudhary and Pankhuri
Mishra were also honored. 

In the ceremony, while giv-
ing the welcome address by
Saurabh Srivastava, Assistant
Superintendent of Raipur
Division, a succinct example
was presented regarding the
loyalty of the employees of the
Postal Department in his
address. Senior Superintendent
of Post Office BL Jangde
encouraged all the award-win-
ning officers/employees/GDS
through his address to do bet-

ter work in future.  Specially
mentioned the contribution of
Raipur division in getting
Chhattisgarh circle first place
in the country and also
appealed for providing maxi-
mum insurance facilities, group
insurance, and general insur-
ance facilities to people’s
homes through post office. 

Exemplary employees of
Department of Posts felicitated

RRoohhiitt  VVeerrmmaa

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuull  2266:: There are
many temples in the country
with mystery and secrets
which remains undisclosed till
today and all they are having
different stories and historical
importance behind them. But
the novel ‘Swayambhu
Shivling’ at Beldarsiwini,
about 5 kms from Kharora, is
still having mysteries around it
in the state. The importance
and faith of this temple is
famous not only in the region,
but in entire state and it has
devotees lined up throughout
the year. Specially during
‘Mahashivratri’ and ‘sawan
month’ there is huge presence
of visitors to this temple.

This ancient temple is locat-
ed in the middle of populated
locality and inside the
‘Garbgrih’ of this temple,
there is ‘swayambhu’
‘Ardhanarishwar Shivling’
existing. Every year devotees
of Lord Shiva come to offer
‘ J a l a b h i s h e k h ’ ,
‘Dugdhabhishekh’ and

‘Rudrabhishekh’ to the
Shivlinga. It is by offering
prayers and rituals, the devo-
tees seek blessings and fulfill-
ment of their long-held wish-
es. Since the month of ‘Sawan’
is most auspicious and sacred
month for prayers to
‘Bholenath’, due to this group
of ‘Kanwariyas’ come from
thousands of kilometers rais-
ing slogans of ‘Bolbum’ and
‘Har-Har-Mahadev’ and offer
sacred ‘water’ to Shivling. Just
near the temple there is a
‘Kund’ (a pond), where the
devotees take holy dip and
they offer obeisance to Lord
Shiva performing
‘Jalabhishekh’. If the ‘Pujari’ is
to be believed then the water
offered in the ‘Shivling’ direct-
ly goes into the ‘Kund’. During

‘Sawan Month’ and
‘Mahashivratri’ also there is
special ‘Shringar’ and puja-
archana of this Shivling.

‘‘SShhiivvlliinngg’’  cchhaannggeess  tthhrreeee
ttiimmeess  iinn  aa  yyeeaarr::

Pujari of the temple
Santosh Sharma and Neelam
Sharma informed that the
‘Shivling’ changes its form
thrice in a year as per the sea-
son. During rainy season it
turns black and smooth and in
winter season its surface
becomes rough and black and
in summers it become brown
and it develops crack right
from the top to the bottom. If
one puts a matchstick, or a
coin, it easily enters inside.
There are reports that this
temple is around 200 yrs old
and therefore it is centre of
truch and loyalty among all
the devotees.

‘‘BBhhoolleennaatthh’’  aappppeeaarreedd  iinnttoo
ddrreeaammss  ooff  ‘‘AAggrraawwaall’’  ffaammiillyy::

About the history of the
temple, it was Agrawal family
in the village who saw
‘Bholenath’ in his dream and in
the dream he was conveyed

that ‘I am locked inside a
house in the village and take
me out’. On this Agrawal fami-
ly held talks with the villagers
and got the excavation done
and it was here they got the
Shivling. The villagers wanted
to consecrate the ‘Shivling’
near the pond, but they could
not shift that ‘Shivling’ from
its original place of existence.
Therefore they all decided to
develop a temple here and
then got the idol of Lord Shiva
consecrated.

Importance of temple all
over Ch’garh:

Pujari rendering services in
this temple for last three
decade informed that in line
with the ‘Dwadash Jyotirlings’,
special prayers are performed
to this ‘Shivling’ as well. The
mystery behind this Shivling,
still exist and is full of myster-
ies. If people are to be
believed then there is some
research work also done for
this ‘Shivling’, but the reasons
behind the change in its forms
as per three season could not
be found out.

‘Shivling’ at Beldarsiwni witnesses devotees in large number
 It is full of 

mysteries and it

changes its form

thrice in a year 

as per season

Tree plantation campaign in SECR 

RRaajjiimm,,  JJuull  2266:: As soon as the
month of ‘Sawan’ month starts,
there is a crowd of
‘Kanwariyas’, but this time
Kanwariya are being witnessed
after a week of the beginning
of Sawan. Many Kanwariyas,
due to the rising water,
reached the court of Mahadev
through Lakshman Jhula and
performed Jalabhishek, while
some of the Kanwariyas who
went out to touch the feet of

the river, came straight to the
river through Lomas Rishi
Ashram.  It is worth mentioning
that Kuleshwar Nath Mahadev,
a rare Mahadev of the world, is
believed to have no such
Shivling anywhere in the
world. According to legend,
they were built by Jagat Janani
Devi Sita with her own hands,
to worship the deity of her
clan, hence was named
Kuleshwar Nath Mahadev. 

Bhandara has been organized
in the city by Rajeevlochan
Vishwanath Bol Bam
Kanwariya Sangh and
Kanwariyas make a stop here
for refreshments. There are
many devotees of Shiva; some
are keeping a fast for a whole
month without foot paduka,
while some are doing fasting
without eating food. Tulsikrit
Ramcharitmanas is being recit-
ed by Ramayana troupe in
some places without music and
at some places, Ramayana is
being read without music. 
On the other hand, arrange-
ments have been made by Shri
Rajiv Lochan Kuleshwar Nath
Bol Bam Kanwariya Sangh
Bhandara Samiti at Mangal
Bhawan of the city for the
entire Sawan month for
Kanwar Yatris. 

Kanwariya’s arrive in the 
shelter of Kuleshwar Mahadev 

MMaassttuurrii,,  JJuull  2266:: Congress work-
ers are very enthusiastic about
the party’s work in Chhattisgarh.
But the lack of a party MLA in
this assembly is being felt by
everyone. This will be complet-
ed in the coming assembly elec-
tions. The said views were
expressed by District President
Vijay Kesarwani in the program
organized by the Block Congress
Committee at Pachpedi on
Saturday. He said that the BJP,
which is fighting brother-brother
in the country, is working to
defame Sonia Gandhi, the presi-
dent of the Congress party, as
part of a conspiracy, whereas
the party and Rahul Gandhi have
always fought for unemploy-

ment, inflation, upliftment of the
younger generation. Kesarwani
while praising the members of
Block Congress Committee
Masturi said that the workers
and office bearers are very
active here.

A living example of this is that
during the last day’s visit digital
membership campaign, by mak-
ing 35000 members, it got the
top ten position in the entire
state. Congress party is a party
working on the sentiments and
ideology of the members. Be it
a member or office bearer in this
party, they have to be patient
and they definitely get their
fruits in the coming days. In the
coming days, Yogendra Singh

Yogi, who was present regarding
the election of Block Congress
Committee President and office
bearers, informed the present
officers and workers about the
election process in the organiza-
tion. On this, most of the work-
ers expressed their allegiance to
the current Speaker Nagendra
Rai, citing 13 months left for the
assembly elections.

Ajit Singh Shyam decided to
organize a meeting in the com-
ing days to give a concrete
shape to the election process in
view of the intention of the
workers and the claims being
made by a few workers for the
post of president. The meeting
was attended by Block President
Nagendra Rai, former MLA Dilip
Laharia, State Vice President PC
Jayasi, State President Rajkumar
Circle, Mandi President Shankar
Yadav, JIP member Rajeshwar
Bhargava, Block Women
President Kiran Santosh Yadav,
former President Sukrita Khute,
Bindu Jaisi and others were pres-
ent.

Discussion on the formation of BCC

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2266:: The meeting of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
Municipal Board Working
Committee was concluded at
the Bharatiya Janata Party office
on Tuesday. First of all, party
leaders bowed to Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mookerjee, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay and Bharat
Mata by garlanding them.
Municipal Board President
Suresh Gupta started the pro-
gram with the welcome address.
He explained in detail the work
done in the last 3 months.

District President Roop Singh
Mandavi said that the meeting
of the Mandal Working
Committee is very important. Its
sole purpose is to review the
work of the party and prepare a
strategy for the future. The
chances of success are higher if
all the tasks of the organization
are distributed together. He said
time is short and work is too
much. There is a need to take
the schemes of the central gov-
ernment to the people. Former
MLA Santosh Bafna said that all
of you should be serious on the
lifetime cooperation fund being
run by the party. Complete the
lifetime support fund as soon as
possible. Every worker has to
get lifetime support fund. The
Congress government is trying
to put the schemes of the central
government in its court.
Pradhan Mantri Awas, 24 hours

water in every household, Udaan
scheme are all schemes issued
by the central government. 

BJP Municipal Board Working 
Committee meeting conclude

Bilaspur, Jul 26: The 75th
year of independence is
being celebrated as “Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav” in
the country. Many pro-
grams are also being or-
ganized in South East
Central Railway (SECR)
on this occasion and in
continuation to the same,
a tree plantation program
was organized in Eco Park
on 24th July 2022 for envi-
ronmental protection and
awareness. South East
Central Railway’s General

Manager Alok Kumar,
Additional General
Manager Vijay Pratap
Singh, Heads of all depart-
ments, Divisional Railway
Manager Alok Sahai and
all officers and railway
personnel of Zone and
Division were present. On
this occasion, the
President of South East
Central Railway Women’s
Welfare Organization Dr.
Vanita Jain and other
members were also pres-
ent. The tree plantation

program was started by
the General Manager Alok
Kumar and the President
of Secro, Dr. Vanitha Jain
by planting trees in the
Eco Park ground. More
than 100 trees including
Ashok, Neem, Jackfruit,
Moulshree were planted in
Eco Park, apart from this,
samples of more than 100
fruit and shade trees were
distributed. On this occa-
sion, General Manager Mr.
Alok Kumar said that in
the year of Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence, we will al-
ways have to make efforts
to free the environment
from pollution. He called
upon everyone to partici-
pate in this campaign to
maintain greenery in all
dimensions of environ-
mental protection and in
the railway sector.

Under ‘Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav’

Bemetara, Jul 26:

An Election of stu-
dents’ union was con-
ducted. On 21 July,
2022.The interested rep-
resentatives filled the
nomination forms for the
desired posts on 6th and
7th July, It was examined
by the members of the
election committee and
the list was prepared.
After which time was
given for withdrawal of
names on13th and 14th
July.

Again, the final list of
candidates was prepared
and they were allotted
the election symbols,
then the election process
started. The candidates
tried their best to con-
vince the voters’ stu-
dents by making tempt-
ing promises to vote in
their favours.

A day before polling
day on Thursday, July 20,
candidates were in-
structed to remain calm
under the code of con-
duct. Finally on 21st
July, students from class-
es I to XII exercised their
franchises withjoyful
hearts.

The contribution of T.
Srinivas Rao, K.K.
Mohanty, S. Rana,
Sandeep Kumar, Rahul
Solanki, Arun Pal, S.
Thakur, P. Nagamani,
Amina Khatun in the
smooth conduct of the
said election process was
commendable.

The following students
were unanimously elect-
ed  for the  various re-
sponsibilities:

Manmeet Singh Rajpal
-Head Boy (Class-12th ),
Gini Thakur (Class-12th)
Head Girl, Samant
Nishad (Class-11th) Vice
Head Boy, Bhavana
Kotrane (Class-11th)
Vice-Head Girl, Sarthak
Sharma (Class-12th)
Students’ Union
President Boys, Jiya
Saluja (Class-12th)

Students’ Union
President Girls, Nupur
Raghav (Class-12th) Joint
Student Union President
Girls, Arnav Sharma
(Class-12th) Students’
Union Secretary  Boys,
Gautam (Class-12th )
Student Union Secretary
Girls, Shlok Shukla
(Class-12th) Discipline
Secretary Boys, Mahi
Sharma (Class-12th )
Secretary  Girls, Aryan
Baghel (Class-12th)
Student Administrator
Boys, Falguni Kachlame
(Class-12th), Student
Administrator Girls,
Hemraj Nag (Class-12th)
Sports Captain Boys,
Jagriti Kumeti (Class-
12th) Sports Captain
Girls, Arun Kumar
Parate (Class-11th)
Sports Vice-Captain
Boys, Ankita Kanwar
(Class-12th) Sports Vice-
Captain Girls, Shanu
Dhruv (Class-
12th)Cultural Secretary
Boys, Sakshi Parihar
(Class-12th) Cultural
Secretary Girls, Rudra
Goswami (Class-12th)
Mess Secretary Boys,
Aanchal Kanwar (Class-
12th) Mess Secretary
Girls, Nikhil Kaushal
(Class-12th) Welcome
Secretary  Boys,
Tejaswini Vaidya (Class-
12th) Welcome Secretary
Girls.

Dr. Satyajit  Hota,
Principal  congratulated
the elected students and
other students for partic-
ipating in this  election.
He told  the  students
about  the  importance of
the  democratic feeling
for the  students. He also
advised the students to
fulfill their  duties with
Unity, Integrity
&Fraternity. The elected
students were congratu-
lated by Kamaljeet
Arora, Chairman,
Pushkal Arora, Director,
Sunil Sharma,
Administrator and
teachers.

Election of Student’s
Union held at APS

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Bollywood actor and film producer Salman Khan with actors Jacqueline Fernandez and Kiccha
Sudeep during a promotional event for the upcoming film ‘Vikrant Rona’, in Mumbai.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Students wade through a waterlogged street after heavy monsoon rains at Hatigaon in Guwahati, Tuesday, July 26.

Vijay Diwas: Country will remain
indebted to soldiers, says Murmu
New Delhi, Jul 26:

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday said
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’ is a
symbol of extraordinary
valour of the armed
forces, and people will al-
ways be indebted to the
brave soldiers who laid
down their lives to protect
Mother India.

On July 26, 1999, the
Indian Army had an-
nounced the successful
culmination of
“Operation Vijay”, declar-
ing victory after a nearly

three-month-long battle on
the icy heights of Kargil in
Ladakh.

The day is observed as
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’ to
commemorate India’s vic-

tory.
“Kargil Vijay Diwas is a

symbol of extraordinary
bravery, valour and deter-
mination of our armed
forces.

I bow to all the brave sol-
diers who laid down their
lives to protect Mother
India.

The country will always
be indebted to them and
their family members. Jai
Hind,” Murmu said in a
tweet in Hindi.

The country lost more
than 500 soldiers in the
Kargil war.

Uddhav likens Sena rebels to ‘rotten leaves’
Mumbai, Jul 26:

Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray on Tuesday
compared rebel party
leaders to “rotten leaves”
of a tree and said let there
be elections to make it
clear whether people sup-
port him on the rebel fac-
tion.

In his first interview to
Sena mouthpiece
‘Saamana’ after stepping
down as the chief minis-
ter last month, Thackeray
said it was a mistake that
he trusted some of the
party leaders too much.

Last month, the
Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment in Maharashtra,
which comprised the Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress,

collapsed after Sena MLA
Eknath Shinde and 39
other legislators rebelled
against the party leader-
ship. Shinde was later
sworn in as the chief min-
ister and BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis as his
deputy.

“These rebels are like
rotten leaves of a tree and
should be shed. It is good

for the tree as there will be
new leaves,” Thackeray
said. Reacting to the claim
of rebel leaders that they
represent the real Shiv
Sena, Thackeray said let
there be elections and see
whom people chose.

“The people we will ei-
ther vote for us or support
them. It will be clear once
and for all, the former CM
said. Asked who could be
blamed for the rebellion,
he said, Looks like I put
too much trust in some
Sena workers and leaders.
It is my mistake to have
trusted them for such a
long time.”

“The BJP is not only
trying to break the Shiv
Sena but also trying to ap-
propriate great leaders of
other parties,” Thackeray

alleged.
“The way they tried to

appropriate Sardar Patel
from the Congress, they
are doing the same thing
with my late father,
Balasaheb Thackeray, who
founded the Shiv Sena,”
he claimed.

Looks like these people
are not trustworthy. They
are basically causing an
infighting among Sena
workers, he said.
Thackeray also said the
Maha Vikas Aghadi al-
liance was worth a try in
politics. Had it been a
wrong step according to
people, they would have
risen against our alliance.
We had respect for each
other in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi,” the Sena chief
said.

Fear of Big Brother surrounds
politicians: Alva

New Delhi, Jul 26:

The Opposition’s vice-
presidential candidate
Margaret Alva voices her
opinion on the current
dispensation in India.
“The fear that Big
Brother is always watch-
ing & listening perme-
ates all conversations be-
tween politicians across
party lines in new India.
MPs & leaders of parties
carry multiple phones,
frequently change num-
bers & talk in hushed
whispers when they
meet. Fear kills democra-
cy,” she tweets.

Yesterday, Alva tweeted
to say that she was un-
able to make or receive

calls from her mobile,
and in a tongue-in-cheek
comment promised gov-
ernment-owned telecom
operator MTNL that she
would not call any MP
from the BJP, TMC or
BJD tonight if it restores

her phone.
Taking to Twitter, Alva

posted a communication
from Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam
Limited (MTNL) which
said that her MTNL KYC
had been suspended and
her SIM card would be
blocked within 24 hours.

Tagging the communi-
cation, Alva said, “Dear
BSNL/ MTNL, After
speaking to some friends
in the BJP today, all calls
to my mobile are being
diverted and I’m unable
to make or receive calls.”

“If you restore the
phone. I promise not to
call any MP from the BJP,
TMC or BJD tonight,”
she said.

India lost 329 tigers in 3 years, including 29 due to poaching: Govt
New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

India lost 329 tigers in
the last three years due to
poaching, natural and un-
natural causes, the gov-
ernment has said.

As many as 307 ele-
phants have died in this
period due to poaching,
electrocution, poisoning
and train accidents, it
added.

According to data pre-
sented by Union Minister

of State for Environment
Ashwini Kumar Choubey
in Lok Sabha on Monday,
96 tigers died in 2019, 106
in 2020 and 127 in 2021.

The minister said 68
tiger deaths were attrib-
uted to natural causes, five
to unnatural causes, 29 to
poaching and 30 to
‘seizure’. A total of 197
tiger deaths are under
scrutiny, he added.

However, the number of
poaching cases has re-

duced over the years —
from 17 in 2019 to four in
2021, the data showed.

According to the data
presented by the minister,
125 people have been killed
in “tiger attacks” in this
period, including 61 in
Maharashtra and 25 in
Uttar Pradesh.

The government said
222 elephants have died
due to electrocution in the
last three years, with
Odisha, Tamil Nadu and

Assam reporting 41, 34 and
33 such deaths, respective-
ly. Forty-five elephants
have died in train acci-
dents. Odisha and West
Bengal logged 12 and 11
such fatalities respectively.

The data showed 29 ele-
phants have died due to
poaching, including 12 in
Meghalaya and seven in
Odisha, while 11 elephants
have died due to poison-
ing, including nine in
Assam during the period.

I will not join any other political
party: Yashwant Sinha

Kolkata, Jul 26 (PTI):

Former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha, who re-
cently lost the presiden-
tial poll as an opposition
candidate, on Tuesday
said he will not join any
other political party and
remain independent.

Sinha, 84, also said he is
yet to decide on what role
he wants to play in public
life going ahead.

I will remain independ-
ent and will not join any
other party, Sinha, who
had quit as Trinamool
Congress national vice-
president ahead of the
presidential election, told
PTI. Sinha was the joint

nominee of non-BJP par-
ties, including the
Congress and the TMC.
NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu, who won the
presidential poll, took
oath as the 15th President
of India on Monday.
Asked if he is in touch
with the TMC leadership,

Sinha replied in the nega-
tive.

Nobody has spoken to
me; I have not spoken to
anyone, he said, adding,
he has been in contact
with a TMC leader on a
personal basis .

I have to see what role I
will play (in public life),
how active I will be. I am
84 now, so these are issues;
I have to see how long I
can carry on, the former
finance minister said.

Sinha, a bitter critic of
the BJP, had joined the
TMC in March 2021, days
ahead of the West Bengal
Assembly polls.He had
quit the saffron party 
in 2018.

Over 11.4 lakh cases pending
in family courts: LS MPs

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

Lok Sabha MPs on
Tuesday flagged that over
11.4 lakh cases are pend-
ing in family courts
across the country and
called for their speedy set-
tlement. The issue came
up during a debate in the
Lok Sabha on the Family
Courts (Amendment) Bill,
2022, which was moved for
consideration by Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Kaushalendra
Kumar of the Janata Dal
(United) said the number
of pending cases in family
courts is increasing and
stands at over 11.4 lakh.
He called for a speedy set-
tlement of the cases.

Bhartruhari Mahtab of
the Biju Janata Dal also
echoed his views and said
the government should
say what is it doing to set-
tle the pending cases in

the family courts. “There
are 715 family courts in
the country in 26 states
and Union territories....
Parliament is supreme in
changing law and giving it
effect but the interpreta-
tion will be done by the
courts. Which court will
decide that the applica-
tion would be retrospec-
tive should also be laid
down,” he said. When
such courts are being
opened, is it not the duty
of the Centre to find out
whether a notification has
been done, Mahtab asked.
Initiating the discussion,
Sunita Duggal of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) said more appoint-
ments should be made in
family courts so that the
cases are resolved expedi-
tiously. The Family
Courts Act was enacted in
1984 to set up family
courts to promote concili-
ation and secure a speedy

settlement of disputes re-
lated to marriage and
family affairs. There are
715 family courts func-
tioning across 26 states
and Union territories.
Two family courts were
established in Nagaland
in 2008 and three in
Himachal Pradesh in 2019
through notifications is-
sued by the respective
state governments. The
issue of lack of jurisdic-
tion of the family courts
in Himachal Pradesh
came to the fore during
proceedings of the
Himachal Pradesh High
Court last year.

Another petition in the
Himachal Pradesh High
Court stated that the cen-
tral government had not
issued any notification ex-
tending the Family Court
Act to Himachal Pradesh
and the state government
directives to establish
such courts were without

any legal authority.
The family courts in

Nagaland too were operat-
ing without any legal au-
thority since 2008.

The Family Courts
(Amendment) Bill seeks
to insert a provision in
sub-section 3 of section 1
to provide for the estab-
lishment of family courts
in Himachal Pradesh with
effect from February 15,
2019 and in Nagaland with
effect from September 12,
2008. The Bill also seeks to
insert a new section 3A to
retrospectively validate
all actions under the said
Act taken by the govern-
ments of Himachal
Pradesh and Nagaland
and the family courts of
those states. Setting up
family courts and their
functioning fall within
the domain of the state
governments in consulta-
tion with the respective
high courts.
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Two dead
Etawah (UP): A mar-
ried couple was killed
and a woman injured
when their motorcy-
cle was hit by a speed-
ing truck on the
Etawah-Agra high-
way here, police said
on Tuesday. Sunil
Kumar (22) and his
wife Pooja (20) died on
the spot, while their
aunt Shivkumari sus-
tained severe injuries,
Jaswant Nagar police
station in-charge
Abdul Salam Siddiqui
said. The accident
took place on Monday
evening near Nagla
Naval village, he said.
The injured was un-
dergoing treatment at
the Saifai hospital
here, the official said.

Truck accident
Thane: A truck hit an
advertisement pole on
Thane’s arterial
Ghodbunder Road on
Tuesday following
which its driver and
cleaner got stuck in-
side and were rescued
after over two hours,
officials said. Both of
them suffered in-
juries and were later
admitted to a hospital,
they said. The acci-
dent, which took
place around 3.30 am,
led to a huge traffic
jam on the busy route
in the morning rush
hours, causing hard-
ships to office-goers
and other commuters.

Light rain
New Delhi: The mini-
mum temperature in
the city dipped slight-
ly to settle at 26.4 de-
grees Celsius on
Tuesday, even as the
weather office fore-
cast generally cloudy
sky with light rain or
drizzle later in the day.
Parts of the national
capital had received
scattered rainfall on
Monday and the maxi-
mum temperature set-
tled at 35.2 degrees
Celsius, a notch above
the season’s average.
The city reported 2
mm of rainfall from
8:30 AM on Monday to
8:30 AM on Tuesday,
as per data shared by
the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Lightning kills 2
Medininagar: Two
persons including a
woman were killed
when lightning
struck them in
Jharkhand’s Palamu
district, police said
on Tuesday. The vic-
tims Balram Yadav
(56) and Manmati
Devi (45) were graz-
ing cattle in a field
when thunderbolt
struck, killing them
on the spot on
Monday, the police
said. The bodies have
been sent to
Medinirai Medical
College and Hospital
for post-mortem.
Deputy
Commissioner
Anjaneyulu Dodde
told PTI that a com-
pensation of Rs 4
lakh would be provid-
ed to the victims fam-
ily from Disaster
Management fund.

Local train derails
Mumbai: A local
train derailed when it
moved in reverse di-
rection at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus in
Mumbai on Tuesday
morning, affecting
suburban services on
the Harbour Line, an
official said. No one
was injured in the in-
cident which took
place on platform no.
1 of the CSMT around
9.40 am, Central
Railway’s chief public
relations officer
Shivaji Sutar said.

Kannauj (UP), Jul 26 (PTI):

A 15-year-old boy in
Madaiya village here was
allegedly locked in a room
and beaten to death by three
teachers who accused him
of stealing a watch, police
said on Tuesday.

Dilshan alias Raja, a
Class IX student, suc-
cumbed to injuries in a
Kanpur hospital, they said.
His relatives alleged he was
beaten to death.

The body of the student
was sent for post mortem.

Police are investigating
and if the matter of assault
with the student comes to
the fore, then strict action
will be taken against the ac-
cused as per the rules,
Superintendent of Police
Kunwar Anupam Singh
said.

Dilshan, a resident of
Paschim Madaiya village of
Kasava Chowki area of
Chhibramau Kotwali, had
gone to R S Inter College,
Ramlila Maidan, on July 23
for admission in Class IX.
Jahgir, his father, in his

complaint alleged that a
teacher, Shivkumar Yadav,
had called Dilshan and ac-
cused him of stealing a
watch. After the accusation
was made, he and his fellow
teachers, Prabhakar and
Vivek Yadav, allegedly
locked the student in a room
and beat him mercilessly.
The student was admitted to
a local hospital in critical
condition, but was taken to
Kanpur after he showed no
improvement. He died
Monday night during treat-
ment.

UP village student beaten to death by
teachers for ‘stealing’ watch
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POPE FRANCIS IN CANADA

Pope Francis leaves with Indigenous peoples after praying in a cemetery at the former residential school, in
Maskwacis, near Edmonton, Canada. Pope Francis begins a “penitential” visit to Canada to beg forgiveness from
survivors of the country’s residential schools, where Catholic missionaries contributed to the “cultural genocide”
of generations of Indigenous children by trying to stamp out their languages, cultures and traditions. Francis set to
visit the cemetery at the former residential school in Maskwacis.  

HAN KUANG EXERCISES

A Cheng Kung class frigate fires an anti air missile as part of a navy demonstration in Taiwan’s annual Han Kuang
exercises off the island’s eastern coast near the city of Yilan, Taiwan on Tuesday, July 26, 2022. The Taiwanese capi-
tal Taipei staged a civil defense drill Monday and President Tsai Ing-wen on Tuesday attended the annual Han
Kuang military exercises, although there was no direct connection with tensions over a possible visit by U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Islamabad, Jul 26 (PTI):

Pakistan’s coalition gov-
ernment has criticised the
Supreme Court’s decision
not to form a full bench to
hear a key case related to
the contentious election of
the Punjab chief minister
and announced that it
would boycott the court
proceedings.

On Monday the
Supreme Court refused to
form a full bench to hear a
case related to the re-elec-
tion of Hamza Shehbaz as
the Chief Minister of
Punjab province, saying it
will have to hear more ar-
guments before taking a
decision on the issue.

Jamiat Ulema-I-
IslamFazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
at a press conference in
Islamabad said that the
government lawyers rec-
ommended a full bench

but the court instead of re-
flecting and accepting the
advice, rejected it.

JUI-F is a coalition part-
ner in the Pakistan gov-
ernment headed by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ’s
s Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

“The allies of all parties
want to give a clear stance
that if (our request for a)
full court bench is rejected
then we, too, reject this de-
cision of the court. We will
not appear before this
bench for this case and
will boycott it, he said.

A three-member apex
court bench comprising
Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice Ijazul
Ahsan and Justice Munib
Akhter on Monday heard
the main petition filed by
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi,
who was the candidate for
the chief minister’s slot.

Elahi secured 186 votes

against 179 votes of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) candidate
Hamza but lost after
Deputy Speaker Sardar
Dost Muhammad Mazari
rejected 10 votes of his
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) lawmak-
ers.

Mazari refused to count
the vote after party chief
Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain through a letter
directed his party lawmak-
ers to vote for Hamza, son
of Prime Minister Sharif
and PML-N president.

Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
who is from the Pakistan
People’s Party, reaffirmed
the boycott call, saying
that the demand for a full
court was for the sake of
the Constitution, democra-
cy and the court’s own in-
tegrity.

“This case is about

Parliament and when you
are giving decisions about
an institution, we think
your entire institution
should sit and decide,” he
said.

“Had a full court lis-
tened to us then the entire
country would’ve accepted
your decision,” he added.

PML-N Vice President
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
said it was a “test” for the
apex court since it was a
requirement of justice
that a judge or bench re-
cuse themselves from a
case in which fingers were
raised on them.

“This is done in every
court in the world where
there is rule of law and the
Constitution,” he said.

Abbasi said the three
judges of the existing
bench had the responsibil-
ity to decide whether or
not history would accept
their conduct.

Pak govt coalition to boycott SC 
proceedings in Punjab CM election case

Colombo, Jul 26 (PTI):

Sri Lanka will restrict
fuel imports for the next 12
months as it is facing a se-
vere shortage of foreign
exchange, Minister of
Power and Energy
Kanchana Wijesekera has
said while announcing a
rationing system for the
distribution of fuel across
the crisis-hit island na-
tion.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, is under
the grip of an unprece-
dented economic turmoil,
leaving millions strug-
gling to buy food, medi-
cine, fuel and other essen-
tials.

The severe foreign ex-
change shortage has ham-
pered the import of fuel
and other essentials in the
country reeling under the
worst economic crisis in
seven decades.

Taking to Twitter on
Monday, Wijesekera said a
QR system has been intro-
duced as the daily fuel de-
mand cannot be fulfilled.

QR system was intro-
duced since the daily fuel
demand cannot be ful-
filled. Due to Forex issues,
Fuel imports have to be re-

stricted in the next 12
months, he said.

Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) has
never distributed Fuel
daily to Every single Fuel
Station. Practically not
possible even when stocks
are unlimited, he said.

With the government
hard pressed to pay for
fuel imports due to the se-
vere forex crisis, it intro-
duced a fuel pass scheme
on Saturday where the is-
sues would be rationed
under a limited weekly
quantity.

Since June 27 the gov-
ernment has stopped fuel
supplies and restricted es-
sential services.

In a series of tweets, the
minister explained the
implementation of the
National Fuel Pass.

The National Fuel
License (QR) will be im-
plemented from July 26
at several CEYPETCO
and the Lankan Indian
Oil Company (LIOC)
petrol stations across
the country. This system
will be in effect until
August 1 with the last
digits of the number
plate, he said.

Filling stations not

equipped or having techni-
cal difficulties will follow
the last digit system and
fuel quota allocation until
the technical issues are
rectified, he said, adding
that 60 per cent of the loca-
tions had already been
equipped and tested and
will be given a priority in
fuel distribution.

All petrol station own-
ers of CEYPETCO and
LIOC are requested to
adopt QR system immedi-
ately and distribution will
be strictly enforced to fuel
stations with the QR facili-
ties by 1st of August. We
request the public to regis-
ter with National Fuel
Pass and support the ini-
tiative, he said.

Sri Lanka to restrict fuel imports for one year
amid worst economic crisis: Minister

Bangkok, Jul 26 (AP):

International outrage
over Myanmar’s execution
of four political prisoners
intensified Tuesday with
strong condemnation from
world governments and
grassroots protests.

Myanmar’s military-led
government that seized
power from elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyi in
February 2021 has been ac-
cused of thousands of ex-
trajudicial killings since
then, but the hangings an-
nounced Monday were the
country’s first official exe-

cutions in decades.
We feel that this is a

crime against humanity,
said Malaysian Foreign
Minister Saifuddin
Abdullah, speaking at the
side of the U.N.’s Special
Envoy on Myanmar
Noeleen Heyzer at a press
conference in Kuala
Lumpur. He said the execu-
tions would be a focus of the
upcoming meetings of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations foreign min-
isters, which begin in
Cambodia in a week.
Myanmar is a member of
the influential ASEAN

group, which has been try-
ing to implement a five-
point consensus it reached
on Myanmar last year call-
ing for dialogue among all
concerned parties, provi-
sion of humanitarian assis-
tance, an immediate cessa-
tion of violence and a visit
by a special envoy to meet
all parties. With the execu-
tions, he said, we look at it
as if the junta is making a
mockery of the five point
process. In Bangkok, hun-
dreds of pro-democracy
demonstrators protested
outside neighboring
Myanmar’s embassy, wav-
ing flags and chanting slo-
gans amid a heavy down-
pour.

The dictators used their
power arbitrarily, yelled a
young man through a bull-
horn to the crowd, some of
whom waved pictures of
Suu Kyi or the four execut-
ed men.

We can’t tolerate this any
more. Among the four exe-
cuted was Phyo Zeya Thaw,
a 41-year-old former law-
maker from Suu Kyi’s party,
and Kyaw Min Yu, a 53-year-
old democracy activist bet-
ter known as Ko Jimmy.

Widespread condemnation of
Myanmar’s execution of prisoners

Billings, Jul 26 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion on Monday announced
plans to replant trees on
millions of acres of burned
and dead woodlands as offi-
cials struggle to counter the
increasing toll on the na-
tion’s forests from wildfires,
insects and other manifesta-
tions of climate change.

Destructive fires in re-
cent years that burned too
hot for forests to quickly re-
grow have far outpaced the
government’s capacity to re-
plant trees. That’s created a
backlog of 4.1 million acres
(1.7 million hectares) in
need of replanting, officials
said.

The U.S. Agriculture
Department said it will have
to quadruple the number of
tree seedlings produced by
nurseries to get through the
backlog and meet future
needs. That comes after
Congress last year passed
bipartisan legislation di-
recting the Forest Service to
plant 1.2 billion trees over
the next decade and after
President Joe Biden in
April ordered the agency to
make the nation’s forests
more resilient as the globe
gets hotter. Much of the ad-

ministration’s broader agen-
da to tackle climate change
remains stalled amid dis-
agreement in Congress,
where Democrats hold a
razor-thin majority. That’s
left officials to pursue a more
piecemeal approach with in-
cremental measures such as
Monday’s announcement,
while the administration con-
siders whether to declare a
climate emergency that could
open the door to more aggres-
sive executive branch actions.

Our forests, rural commu-
nities, agriculture and econo-
my are connected across a
shared landscape and their
existence is at stake,
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack said in a statement
announcing the reforestation
plan. Only through bold, cli-
mate-smart actions ... can we
ensure their future.” Almost
5.6 million acres have burned
so far in the U.S. this year,
putting 2022 on pace to match
or exceed the record-setting
2015 fire season, when 10.1
million acres (4.1 million
hectares) burned. Many
forests regenerate naturally
after fires, but if the blazes
get too intense they can leave
behind barren landscapes
that linger for decades be-
fore the trees come back.

US to plant more trees as climate
change kills off forests

Dallas, Jul 26 (AP):

A grass fire apparently
sparked by a mower
swept about 300 yards
across a tinder-dry open
field to a suburban Dallas
subdivision Monday,
burning through wood-
en fences and torching
as many as 20 homes, of-
ficials said.

The blaze in Balch
Springs was the latest in

drought-stricken North
Texas, which has been
vulnerable to explosive
wildfires for at least two
weeks.

The mower was being
used in the open field to
trim the brush when its
blade struck some de-
bris and generated a
spark that ignited the
blaze, said Balch
Springs Fire Marshal
Sean Davis.

The fire spread quick-
ly north from the shoul-
der of Interstate 20 to
the subdivision about 4
pm Monday, causing
varying degrees of dam-
age to 14 to 20 homes be-
fore the flames were con-
tained, Davis said.

Grass fire torches as many
as 20 Dallas-area homes

New York, Jul 26 (PTI):

Several Indian-origin
persons have been charged
in the US with insider trad-
ing in two separate alleged
schemes in which they
made more than five mil-
lion dollars in illegal prof-
its.

Amit Bhardwaj, 49, the
former chief information
security officer of
Lumentum Holdings and
his friends Dhirenkumar
Patel, 50, Srinivasa

Kakkera, 47, Abbas Saeedi,
47, and Ramesh Chitor, 45,
have been charged by the
Securities and Exchange
Commission on Monday.

The SEC alleges that
these persons, all residing
in California, traded ahead
of two corporate acquisi-
tion announcements by
Lumentum and generated
more than USD 5.2 million
in illicit profits.

In another action, the
SEC alleges insider trading
by investment banker

Brijesh Goel, 37, and his
friend Akshay Niranjan, 33.
They both are from New

York. Niranjan was a for-
eign exchange trader at a
large financial institution.

Several Indian-origin persons charged in insider trading cases in US

WW hile mask-wearing is no
longer required in many loca-

tions, it remains in use as a way to
limit the spread of COVID-19. One of
the criticisms of masks has been that
they make communication more diffi-
cult. A recent report by the UK
Department for Education, for exam-
ple, suggests that mask wearing dur-
ing the pandemic caused communica-
tion difficulties in classrooms.
However, our new research shows
that for people without hearing and
language difficulties, the effects of
face masks on the understanding of
speech are in fact mild.

Although face masks slow down
our understanding of speech, they
rarely lead to misunderstandings.
Masks also do not affect our under-
standing in all situations. They gener-
ally only have an effect when the
topic of the conversation is unpre-
dictable.

26 children (aged eight to 12) and
26 adults without hearing or lan-
guage difficulties took part in our
study. We showed them videos of a
person speaking while wearing a
cloth face mask and asked them to
repeat back the last word of each
sentence they had heard. This
allowed us to measure how quickly
and how accurately people under-
stand face-masked speech.

As well as testing our participants'
understanding of masked versus non-
masked speech, we also manipulated
the video in order to test the audio
and visual effects of the mask sepa-
rately. This meant that, for instance,
the video showed a non-masked
speaker but played audio recorded
with the mask on. We found that chil-

dren process masked speech up to
8% less accurately and 8% more
slowly than normal speech, while
adults process masked speech up to
6.5% less accurately and 18% more
slowly.

In general, adults responded to
speech faster than children in the
study - about 23% faster (148 mil-
liseconds) when listening to face
mask speech and 29% faster (176
milliseconds) when listening to nor-
mal speech. Adults' highly efficient
processing of normal speech could be
one reason why the effect of face
masks on their speed is more pro-
nounced.

TThhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  ffaaccee  mmaasskkss
Face masks change our use of lan-

guage in two ways. They change
what a speaker sounds like and may
give the impression that their speech
is muffled. Most masks also block the
view of the speaker's lips.

Surprisingly, our research shows
that the way masks change the sound
when we speak affects children more
than the visual obstruction of the
speaker's lips. The reason for this
could be that children are not as good
at combining visual information with
sound as adults are when hearing and
seeing a speaker. As a result, seeing
the speaker's lip movements while
hearing masked speech does not
improve how accurately they under-
stand what is being said.

This is different from adults, who
find masked speech more difficult to
understand because of the unique
combination of visual blocking and
sound changes. We found that
acoustically muffled masked speech
does not affect adults' understanding
when they can see the speaker's lip
movements. Similarly, concealing the
talker's mouth does not have an
effect when the speech sound is
clear. However, most masks conceal
the mouth and change the speech
sound at the same time.

WWhhaatt  wwee''rree  ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt  mmaatttteerrss
Interestingly, the topic of conver-

sation matters. Face masks affect our
understanding less when we can
anticipate what our conversation
partner is going to say.

As well as testing our participants'

understanding of masked versus non-
masked speech, we also manipulated
the video in order to test the audio
and visual effects of the mask sepa-
rately. This meant that, for instance,
the video showed a non-masked
speaker but played audio recorded
with the mask on.

We found that children process
masked speech up to 8% less accu-
rately and 8% more slowly than nor-
mal speech, while adults process
masked speech up to 6.5% less accu-
rately and 18% more slowly.

In general, adults responded to
speech faster than children in the
study - about 23% faster (148 mil-
liseconds) when listening to face
mask speech and 29% faster (176
milliseconds) when listening to nor-
mal speech. Adults' highly efficient
processing of normal speech could be
one reason why the effect of face
masks on their speed is more pro-
nounced.

TThhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  ffaaccee  mmaasskkss
Face masks change our use of lan-

guage in two ways. They change
what a speaker sounds like and may
give the impression that their speech
is muffled. Most masks also block the
view of the speaker's lips.

Surprisingly, our research shows
that the way masks change the sound
when we speak affects children more
than the visual obstruction of the
speaker's lips. The reason for this
could be that children are not as good
at combining visual information with
sound as adults are when hearing and
seeing a speaker. As a result, seeing
the speaker's lip movements while
hearing masked speech does not
improve how accurately they under-
stand what is being said.

This is different from adults, who
find masked speech more difficult to
understand because of the unique
combination of visual blocking and
sound changes. We found that
acoustically muffled masked speech
does not affect adults' understanding
when they can see the speaker's lip
movements. Similarly, concealing the
talker's mouth does not have an
effect when the speech sound is
clear. However, most masks conceal
the mouth and change the speech

sound at the same time.
WWhhaatt  wwee''rree  ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt  mmaatttteerrss
Interestingly, the topic of conver-

sation matters. Face masks affect our
understanding less when we can
anticipate what our conversation
partner is going to say.

This is because knowing the con-
versation context helps us to under-
stand language quickly and effort-
lessly. For example, in the sentence
For your birthday I baked this cake ,
the words birthday and baked are
related in meaning to the last word
cake and often occur together. Our
brains can use this information to
predict what a speaker is going to
say. Our study shows that giving this
type of contextual information
reduces the difficulties in under-
standing masked speech. When given
high contextual information, both
children and adults process masked
speech only 1% less accurately than
normal speech. This explains why
communicating with masks causes
difficulties in some situations but not
others.

While there have been fears that
masks would affect children's learn-
ing, in the classroom teachers use
many techniques that increase con-
textual information. They design les-
sons in a way that builds upon stu-
dents' existing knowledge and use
images, keywords and written text.
All of these techniques support chil-
dren's understanding of what is being
said and help them to compensate for
face mask effects.

Listeners also use other clues that
reduce mask effects. For example,
most masks do not cover the upper
part of the face. This is good news
because seeing the speaker's eyes
and upper face helps us to under-
stand masked speech better. As a
result, our comprehension of lan-
guage is remarkably robust.

However, participants in our study
did not have any hearing or speech
difficulties, and only listened to an
adult speaker in quiet conditions. We
don't know how mask wearing has
affected children's communication
with their peers, or its impact on
other aspects of their learning and
wellbeing.
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More stress now
The decision for CBSE to do
away with merit lists for class X
and XII exams is inconsequen-
tial as admission to Central uni-
versities shall be based on the
CUET score. Students will have
to now undergo more competi-
tion and stress. Coaching cen-
tres have started mushrooming
for CUET exam. The premise for
conducting such an exam was
to level the field, but students
who can afford coaching class-
es have an edge. The field
remains uneven. Also, the stan-
dard of question papers for
diverse subjects is comparable
to class XII board exams, unlike
JEE or NEET. Schools should
advise students to zero in on
their class XII syllabus — a key
to cracking the competitive
exam. This shall assuage the
anxiety of students and parents.

DDeeeeppaakk  SSiinngghhaall,,  NNooiiddaa

Regulate media
The concern expressed by
the CJI is genuine, but put-
ting the entire media in a
poor light is not right .
There is some good con-
tent too. Those using this
platform for vested inter-
ests should be barred.
Instead of taming such
channels, the government
is interested only in tam-
ing its critics. The ruling
dispensation is itself util-
ising this platform for fur-
thering its agenda. The
hope now is judiciary,
which should take cogni-
sance and issue necessary
directives to the govern-
ment to ban such channels.

Ravinder Singh,
by mail

Tricolour ‘made 
in China’

Modications in the flag code is a
welcome step and should be a
part of school curriculum.
Allowing only authorised manu-
facturers for specific sizes and
proper dimensions, and making
flags available on affordable
price for every citizen should be
encouraged. Free availability may
result in its disrespect, damage
or use by anti-social elements. It
was a surprise to receive a ‘made
in China’ Tricolour when I ordered
it online.

RRSS  KKiisshhttwwaarriiaa,,  PPaallaammppuurr

Doctors in rural areas
‘Improving doctor reten-
tion in rural areas’ will not
be easy for the govern-
ment. To encourage doc-
tors to serve in villages,
the foremost prerequisite
must be sufficient provi-
sion of medicines and
well-equipped labs. Rural
doctors are cut off from
the latest research in med-
ical field. They should be
given extra financial bene-
fits and guaranteed admis-
sion to specialised courses
after rural service of a
specified duration. All vil-
lage health centres should
have proper residential fa-
cilities for the doctors and
paramedical staff.

VK Anand, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Delhi has reported its first case of monkeypox, taking the tally in India
to four as the first three cases have been reported in Kerala. The WHO
has declared  monkeypox  a  global  public  health emergency of  inter-
national concern, but experts say there is no need to panic as the dis-
ease is less contagious and rarely fatal. A monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled by strong surveillance. The virus spread can be
contained by isolation of confirmed cases and quarantine of  contacts.
The WHO has called on nations to work closely with communities of
men who have sex with men and adopt measures that protect the
health, humanrights and dignity of affected communities. More than
16,000 cases of  the disease have now been reported from 75 countries
and there have been five deaths so far as a result of the outbreak.
Though the WHO has not dubbed it as a worldwide epidemic, it is clear-
ly an emerging pandemic. The cases will rise rapidly with improved sur-
veillance, access to diagnostics,  and  continuing  global  spread  of
infection. Although many tools are needed to control this unfolding pan-
demic, it’s clear that limiting ongoing spread will require a comprehen-
sive international vaccination strategy and adequate supplies. People 40
years old and younger who have not benefitted from the immunization
campaign that eradicated smallpox by 1980 are now susceptible to mon-
keypox (which is in the same virus family as smallpox), and this lack of
population immunity has contributed to the current outbreak. Although
respiratory droplet transmission might occur, there is no evidence of
airborne transmission as there is with COVID-19. And because monkey-
pox is a self-limited infection with symptoms lasting 2 to 4 weeks, there
isn’t a chronic carrier state as there is with HIV, which would increase
the risk for ongoing transmission. The recent outbreak which has affect-
ed several countries leading to a worrisome situation is caused by the
west African strain which is less severe than the Congo lineage report-
ed earlier. The cases reported in India are also of the less severe west
African lineage. Moreover, monkeypox is not a new virus. It has been
present globally for five decades, and there is a reasonable understand-
ing of its viral structure, transmission and pathogenicity. The virus caus-
es mostly mild illness. It is less contagious and   requires   close   per-
sonal   contact   with symptomatic individuals in contrast to the SARS-
CoV-2 that had a respiratory spread and a high proportion of asympto-
matic cases. It is usually a self-limited disease with the symptoms last-
ing from two to four weeks.The Union Health Ministry has taken prompt
measures by directing officials concerned to ensure strict health screen-
ing of  all arriving international travellers to minimise the risk of  impor-
tation of monkeypox cases into the country. In the 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox Disease' issued to states and Union territo-
ries, the Centre has stated that the incubation period (interval from
infection toonset of symptoms) of monkeypox is usually from six to 13
days but can range from five to 21 days. The case fatality ratio of mon-
keypox has historically ranged from zero to 11 per cent in the general
population and has been higher among young children. In recent times,
the case fatality ratio has been around three-six per cent. 

Monkeypox, not a new virus
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Army jawans paying tribute at the Balidan Stambh to commemorate the Kargil Vijay Diwas, in Jammu.

Face masks affect how children understand
speech differently from adults, new research

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

India's draft National Youth Policy (NYP), 2021 envisages unlocking the
potential of youth to advance India and five priority areas- education;
employment and entrepreneurship; youth leadership and development;
health, fitness and sports; and social justice. The "Youth in India 2022",
a report published by the Social Statistics Division of National Statistical
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), has brought to light the hard realities that the country's efforts
of creating a demographic dividend by taking advantage of having the
world's largest youth population, are mired in challenges of social exclu-
sion and gender disparity. Quoting from the Report of Technical Group
on Population Projections, constituted by Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, the MoSPI report states that youth in the age group of 15-29
years comprise 27.2% of the country's population for year 2021 which is
expected to decrease to 22.7 by 2036 but still huge in absolute numbers
of 345 million. However, the achievements made under the NYP 2014,
which is proposed to be replaced with the NYP 2021, are significant and
demonstrate the importance of prioritising youth empowerment in all
aspects to create the desired demographic dividend. The gender gap in
literacy continues to persist despite significant improvement in female
literacy. Addressing the problems of urban-rural divide and persisting
regional disparities is critical to eliminate the gender disparity among
youth and creating equal opportunities of employment and livelihood.
The Labour Force Participation Rate is a significant indicator of where
the country stands as far as demographic dividend goals are concerned.
The MoSPI report states that during 2017-18, young people's participa-
tion rate in the labour force was at low levels of 38.2% which increased
to 41.4% during 2020-21. It points out that that young women's labour
force participation is far below the young men's in all the regions and
also overall the years. "However, LFPR of female youth rose by around 5
percentage points from 2017-18 to 2020-21 with the increase more in
rural than urban areas. In the 15 years and above age group also, maxi-
mum increase in LFPR was of rural females, from 24.6 in 2017-18 to 36.5
in 2020-21," is adds pointing towards the male-female and urban-rural
gaps. The action plans under the NYP 2021 addressing these issues will
be crucial to achieve the envisioned goals and objectives. High youth
unemployment in India is another problem area flagged in the report.
The youth unemployment rate was "still on higher side" despite "signif-
icant reduction" from 17.8 % in 2017-18 to 12.9% in 2020-21, it states
and adds that urban area experienced worse unemployment scenario of
youth than rural area and female youth experienced higher unemploy-
ment rate as compared to male youth. The NYP 2021 states that
employed young women and men pave the path to a strong economy
and are central to a nation's prosperity and the returns on employment
are deeply interlinked with the indices of development, such as health,
nutrition, and education. The draft policy envisions a future for the
Indian youth to 'empower young Indians to grow enterprises and find
sustainable, productive employment" but more emphasis in reducing
gender disparity is needed to ensure that the goal does not remain in
policy statement. Another key data sets highlighted in the MoSPI report
for policymakers and other stakeholders is that the data on percentage
of youth "participating in a day in unpaid domestic service activities for
household members" and "average time spent in a day in unpaid domes-
tic service activities". At all-India level, 79.2% female youth were
engaged in food and meals management and preparation followed by
65.9% females engaged in cleaning and maintaining of own dwelling
and surroundings and 48.6% females involved in care and maintenance
of textiles and footwear whereas, for male youth, the proportions were
6.4%, 6.1% and3.5% respectively. Again, the phenomenon was more
highlighted in rural areas than urban areas, the report states which also
explains how gender disparity and urban-rural divide are posing stum-
bling blocks to India reaping its demographic dividend despite signifi-
cant increase in government investment on the agenda of youth. The
government investment increased by Rs 65,000 crores from Rs 92,000
crores in 2012-13 to Rs 157,000 crores in 2018-19. The increased in
investment has been attributed to inclusion of non-target scheme on
youth-targeted schemes worth Rs 55,000 crores in which youths were
significant beneficiaries in addition to youth-targeted schemes in edu-
cation, health, skill development and other areas. The NYP2021 points
out that budget for Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in 2020-21 was
Rs 2200 crore and grew incrementally at 0.01% of India's GDP compared
to some lesser developed Asian countries like Bahrain and Nepal at 0.2%
of GDP and Bangladesh at 0.1% of GDP. The MoSPI report findings jus-
tify mobilising required resources to achieve the objectives of the new
youth policy.

Reaping India’s demographic dividend
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JULIA SCHWARZ

WW idespread availability of tests, vac-
cines are crucial to tackle monkey-

pox outbreak, said Ashish Jha, the White
House coronavirus response coordinator.
On CBS News talk show "Face the Nation",
Jha said that the aim is to "eliminate this
virus from the US" and that the country is
ready with necessary tools.

"Right now we have over 2,000 cases,
but we have ramped up vaccinations,
ramped up treatments, ramped up testing,
and we're going to continue to look at all
sorts of policy options," he was quoted as
saying. "Right now, we think we can get
our arms around this thing, but obviously,
if we need further tools, we will invoke
them as we need them."

Jha noted ensuring widespread avail-
ability of testing for monkeypox is crucial
to containing the disease, and said the US
now has the capacity for 80,000 tests per
week. There are also 300,000 vaccine
doses, he added.

"The plan here is very straightforward.
The plan is to eliminate this virus from the
US," Jha said.

"I think we can do that. We've got the
vaccines, and we've got the diagnostic
tests. And you're gonna just see more and
more action from the administration.

What I will remind you is that the first case
was about two months ago. There has
been a very substantial ramping up of
response in the last two months with more
coming with a very specific goal, which is
to eliminate the virus from the United
States." His comments at a time the US
has been criticised by many scientists and
patients who slammed the health officials
for their slow response to the virus.

Earlier this month, Eric Feigl-Ding, a top
US epidemiologist and health economist,
lamented that the response to monkeypox
-- both in terms of testing and vaccine roll
out -- is "vastly inadequate" in many coun-
tries like the US. These problems have led
the monkeypox virus to spread unchecked,
he noted.

Widespread tests, vax key 
to contain monkeypox outbreak

R esearchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in

the US have developed a silk-based
biodegradable system to replace harm-
ful microplastics added to agricultural
products, paints and cosmetics.
Microplastics, tiny plastic particles
now found in air, water and soil around
the world, are increasingly recognized
as a serious pollution threat, and are
found in the bloodstream of animals
and people around the world. Unlike
the higher quality silk yarns used for
finer fabrics, the silk protein used in
the new alternative material is widely
available and less expensive.

While silkworm cocoons must be
painstakingly unwound to produce the
fine threads needed for the fabric, for
this use, non-textile-quality cocoons
can be used, and the silk fibers are sim-
ply cut into a scalable water- can be dis-
solved using based process. The pro-
cessing is so simple and tunable that
the resulting material can be adapted
to work on existing manufacturing
equipment, potentially providing a
simple “drop in” solution using exist-
ing factories, the team says in ‘Small’
Magazine described in a paper. “We
can’t solve the whole microplastic

problem with one solution that fits all
of them. Ten percent of a large num-
ber is still a big number. We can’t find a
solution,” said Benedetto Marelli, an
MIT professor of civil and environ-
mental engineering. In time, one per-
cent of the world will solve climate
change and pollution.” Silk is consid-
ered safe for food or medical use, as it is
non-toxic and degrades naturally in
the body. In laboratory tests, the re-
searchers demonstrated that the silk-
based coating material could be used
in existing, standard spray-based man-
ufacturing equipment to make it solu-
ble in standard water. The microencap-
sulated herbicide product was tested in
a greenhouse on a corn crop. Testing
showed it worked even better than an
existing commercial product, causing
less damage to plants, said Muchun
Liu, a doctoral student at MIT.

Can silk replace microplastics?
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Bullion exchange

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
country's first interna-
tional bullion ex-
change at Gujarat
International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City)
on Friday. He will also
lay the foundation
stone of the unified
regulator
International
Financial Services
Centres Authority's
headquarters build-
ing. GIFT City is
India's maiden
International
Financial Services
Centre (IFSC). The
prime minister, dur-
ing his visit, will
launch the India
International Bullion
Exchange (IIBX),
which will facilitate ef-
ficient price discovery
with the assurance of
responsible sourcing
and quality, apart from
giving impetus to the
financialisation of
gold in India, accord-
ing to a statement by
IFSC Authority.

Steel plants
Bhubaneswar: At
least 12 more steel
plants will be set up
in Odisha with a pro-
duction capacity of
60 million ton per
annum, state minis-
ter Prafulla Kumar
Mallik said on
Monday. Odisha cur-
rently has 51 steel
plants with a produc-
tion capacity of 33.12
mtpa, the minister
said. Three new steel
facilities will be set
up in Sundargarh dis-
trict, two in Jajpur
district, and one each
in Angul,
Kendrapada,
Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
and Jagatsinghpur
districts. Two steel
firms are yet to de-
cide on the districts
from where they
would operate,
Odisha's Steel and
Mines minister said
while replying to a
written question of
BJD MLA Dhruba
Charan Sahoo in the
state assembly.
Mallik, however, did
not mention the time
frame for setting up
the units.

Industries support

Chennai: The Tamil
Nadu government
would extend all its
support towards
progress of industrial
establishments operat-
ing in the state, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
said on Tuesday. After
inaugurating the
sprawling office of in-
formation technology
major Cognizant
Technology Solutions,
Stalin interacted with
the employees here.
The IT major which
commenced opera-
tions in 1994 with just
50 employees in Tamil
Nadu has set up its
new modern facility
spread across six lakh
square feet that would
house over 5,000 em-
ployees. Besides set-
ting up the office in
Chennai, Cognizant
has its presence in
Coimbatore.

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the borrow-
ing by state public sector
undertakings or their spe-
cial purpose vehicles
(SPVs) will be considered
as borrowing by the state
government needing con-
sent. Instances of borrow-
ing by certain state public
sector companies, SPVs
and other equivalent in-
struments, where princi-
pal and/or interest are to
be serviced out of the
state budgets, had come to
the notice of the Ministry
of Finance, she said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha. "Considering the
effect of bypassing the
Net Borrowing Ceiling
(NBC) of the States by
such borrowings, it was

decided and communicat-
ed to the States in March
2022 that borrowings by
State Public Sector com-
panies/cor porations,
Special purpose vehicles
(SPVs) and other equiva-
lent instruments, where
principal and/or interest
are to be serviced out of
the State Budgets and/or
by assignment of
taxes/cess or any other

State's revenue, shall be
considered as borrowings
made by the State," she
said. This kind of borrow-
ing would need the con-
sent of the Union
Government under
Article 293(3) of the
Constitution of India, she
said.

All States have enacted
their Fiscal
Responsibility and

Budget Management
(FRBM) Act Compliance
to the State FRBM Act is
monitored by the respec-
tive State Legislatures.
Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance generally follows
the fiscal limits mandated
by the accepted recom-
mendations of the
Finance Commission
while exercising the pow-
ers to approve borrowings
by States under Article
293 (3) of the Constitution
of India. The normal Net
Borrowing Ceiling (NBC)
of each State is fixed by
the Union Government in
the beginning of each fi-
nancial year. Adjustments
for the over-borrowing by
States during previous
years, if any, are made in
the borrowing limits of
subsequent year.

Debt raised by state PSUs to
be considered borrowing by

state: FM Sitharaman

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

India is on the path to
become a USD 30 trillion
economy in the next 30
years on the back strong
GDP growth, said
Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal. India is cur-
rently USD 3-3.5 trillion
economy and soon will
achieve USD 5 trillion, he
said while addressing an
event organised Ficci
Ladies Organisation. "As
we move to a USD 5 trillion
economy...we are well
poised on track to aspire to
be a USD 30 trillion econo-
my in the next 30 years. It
doesn't need any rocket
science. All it needs is un-
derstanding that the
power of our demographic
dividend, the youth power
and the power of democra-
cy, which India proudly
represents," he said.

He further said that at a

Compounded Annual
Growth Rate of 8 per cent,
the goal of USD 30 trillion
economy would be
achieved sooner or later.
The minister said that
women would play an im-
portant role in the growth
of India and there is al-
ways space for them on the
high table.

On Draupadi Murmu
taking over as President of
India on Monday, he said,
she has struggled a lot and
her elevation as the head
of the country is a matter

of pride not only for trib-
als of the country but for
everyone.

Murmu, India's
youngest president at 64
and the first to be born
after Independence, took
oath of office in the name
of god to "preserve, protect
and defend the
Constitution and the law".
She was administered
oath as the 15th President
of India by Chief Justice
of India N V Ramana at
the historic Central Hall.
Catapulted into the presi-
dential spotlight, the unas-
suming Murmu is be-
lieved to be deeply spiritu-
al and a keen practitioner
of the meditation tech-
niques of the Brahma
Kumaris, a movement she
embraced after she lost
her husband, two sons,
mother and brother in the
just six years between
2009-2015.

Mumbai, Jul 26:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty slid by nearly 1
per cent on Tuesday due to
profit booking in IT, bank-
ing and FMCG shares
ahead of the expected ag-
gressive rate hike by the
US Federal Reserve.
Marking its second
straight day of losses, the
30-share BSE benchmark
declined by 497.73 points
or 0.89 per cent to settle at
55,268.49, with 22 of its
constituents ending in the
red.

During the day, it tanked
562.79 points or 1 per cent
to a low of 55,203.43. The
broader NSE Nifty de-
clined by 147.15 points or
0.88 per cent to 16,483.85
after 38 of its stocks suc-
cumbed to profit taking.
Nifty had risen by over 5
per cent in the six-day
rally to Friday. IT major
Infosys fell the most by 3.4
per cent among Sensex
stocks. Wipro declined by
2.28 per cent, HCL Tech by
1.74 per cent, Tech
Mahindra by 1.68 per cent

and TCS by 1.62 per cent.
Banking stocks also took a
hit with Axis Bank falling
by 3 per cent, Kotak Bank
by 2.07 per cent, and SBI by
0.67 per cent. HDFC twins
and ICICI Bank also de-
clined. HUL, Dr Reddy's,
L&T, Titan, Nestle, Tata
Steel, Maruti and Sun
Pharma were also among
the losers.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv bucked the trend,
spurting by 5.58 per cent.

Bharti Airtel and Reliance
Industries also advanced
as the spectrum auction
started on Tuesday. The
Fed's meeting commenc-
ing Tuesday, which is ex-
pected to maintain its ag-
gressive rate hike of 75 bps
(basis points), and reces-
sion fears, especially in
western markets, weighed
on market sentiment, said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex, Nifty slide nearly 1 pc
on losses in IT, banking shares

India on path to become USD 30 trillion
economy in next 30 years: Goyal

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Akasa Air on Tuesday
said it will start operating
flights on the Bengaluru-
Mumbai route from
August 19. The new carri-
er will launch commercial
flight operations on
August 7 by running its
first service on the
M u m b a i - A h m e d a b a d
route. On August 13, the
airline will start opera-
tions on the Bengaluru-
Kochi route. "With this,
Akasa Air will have com-
pleted the inaugural phase
of its network develop-
ment across key cities like
Ahmedabad, Mumbai,
Kochi and Bengaluru,
making a total of 82 week-
ly flights available within
the first few weeks of its
operations," the airline
said in a statement. While
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
flights will operate 26
times a week, services on

the Bengaluru-Kochi route
and Bengaluru-Mumbai
route will operate 28 times
per week, it said.

Flying with the airline
code QP, Akasa Air will
begin commercial opera-
tions with two aircraft
from August 07, it men-
tioned. The carrier said it
will add two aircraft each
month, and by the end of
2023, it will have 18 aircraft
inducted into its fleet. The
airline plans to add anoth-
er 12 to 14 planes every 12
months, which will make
up its order of 72 Boeing
737 Max aircraft, delivered
over five years, it men-
tioned.

Akasa Air to start Bengaluru-Mumbai
flights from Aug 19

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Volvo Car India on
Tuesday launched its pure
electric SUV XC40
Recharge in the country
tagged at Rs 55.9 lakh (ex-
showroom). The model is
the first locally assembled
luxury electric vehicle in
India.

"The launch of the XC40
Recharge and its assembly
at our Bangalore plant fur-
ther reinforces Volvo Car's
long-term vision and com-
mitment to India and the
Indian consumer," Volvo
Car India Managing

Director Jyoti Malhotra
said in a statement. The
model comes with a range
of over 400 km on a single
charge, he added. XC40
Recharge will only be sold
online directly by the
Swedish carmaker.
Customers can place or-
ders by making a payment
of Rs 50,000 online directly
on Volvo Car India website
from July 27. The model
generates 408 hp of power
and comes with various
safety features. Volvo en-
tered India in 2007 and cur-
rently has 22 dealerships
across the country.

Volvo drives in locally assembled
XC40 Recharge SUV at Rs 55.9 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Prices of Cold Rolled
Coils (CRC) steel declined to
Rs 70,915 a tonne in June
from the peak of Rs 85,237
per tonne in April, Union
minister Faggan Singh
Kulaste said.

Steel is one of the most
widely-used alloy and any
movement in its prices im-
pacts the consumers in sec-
tors like infrastructure and
automobile. "To stabilise
prices of coal and address
the issues of steel produc-
ers, government has made
modifications in tariffs on
raw materials of steel,
which includes coking coal,
vide notification dated
21.05.2022 wherein import
duty on anthracite/pul-
verised coal injection coal,
coke and semi-coke have
been reduced to zero," the

Minister of State for Steel
said told the Rajya Sabha.
According to Kulaste, from
Rs 72,081 in 2021, the per
tonne prices of CRC contin-
ued to register an upward
trend to peak at Rs 85,237 in
April 2022. However in May
2022 -- when the govern-
ment announced duty relat-
ed measures -- the steel
prices came down to Rs

79,106 per tonne and further
to Rs 70,915 a tonne in June
2022. According to steel in-
dustry consultancy
SteelMint India, Indian pri-
mary mills reduced flat
steel prices by Rs 3,000-5,000
per tonne in the first week
of July while longs had re-
mained more or less un-
changed. Mills reduced flats
prices mainly because of
the lack of export orders in
the aftermath of the 15 per
cent export levy.

"It seems that prices have
almost bottomed out. We
can say this based on the
fact that many mills have
opted for production cuts in
July to restore the supply-
demand imbalance espe-
cially in flat steel. This will
support prices," the re-
search firm said while shar-
ing its outlook on the price
trend.

Steel prices fell to Rs 70,915/tonne
in June on duty cut: Kulaste

Mumbai, Jul 26: 

Get ready for the monsoon
season with The Monsoon
store on Amazon.in.
Customers can avail of a host
of exciting offers and deals
on monsoon essentials such
as raincoats & protectors,
home care & pest control,
emergency lights, waterproof
beauty and grooming prod-
ucts, health and hygiene sup-
plements, home & kitchen
appliances and much more.
The store is live till,
September 30, 2022.
Customers can save an addi-
tional 10% by using Bank of
Baroda Credit Card and
Credit EMI. Additionally, cus-
tomers can also avail a 10%
instant discount using Citi
Bank Credit Card, Debit Card
and Credit EMI in between
25th to 29th July. As cus-
tomers get ready to enjoy the
monsoon season, they can

look forward to exciting
deals and offers from top
brands such as American
Tourister, Marks & Spencer,
Harpa, Sparx, Liberty,
Panasonic, Lloyd, and much
more. Additionally, cus-
tomers can stock up on mon-
soon essentials and get great
offers on water resistant
bags, waterproof gadgets,
and smartwatches, fitness
accessories, washing
machines, travel luggage &
accessories etc.  across vari-
ous categories.  Customers
can also discover deals on
the monsoon store by using
the voice feature on their
Amazon shopping app
(Android only). They just
need to tap the Alexa button
on the bottom right of their
Amazon app and say –
“Alexa, go to the Monsoon
Store” and they will be auto-
matically directed to the des-
tination. 

Kolkata, Jul 26: 

Keeping the vision ofa
clean & green environment
alive and supported byits
move towards sustainable
transportation, Tata
Motorstoday announced
its partnership with EC
Wheels India Pvt. Ltd.(an
Associate of Steelman
Group), an app based
urban transportation serv-
ice in Kolkatato deploy
1,000 XPREST Electric
sedans for cab transporta-
tion.With a commanding
EV market share of 90% in
the east, the signing of this
MoU makes for the biggest
ever EV fleet order in the

region. As part of this part-
nership, the Company will
commence deliveries in
phases. Sharing his views
on the occasion, Mr.
Ramesh Dorairajan,
Senior General Manager –
Network Management &

EV Sales, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles Ltd
said, “Tata Motors has al-
ways beenfocusing on the
faster adoption of EVs in
the mobility space, helping
grow India’s e-mobility
market.

Tata Motors signs an MoU
with EC Wheels India Pvt Ltd

Amazon.in introduces
Monsoon offer

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

Interest payment of the gov-
ernment has increased to 3.1
per cent of the GDP to Rs 7.31
lakh crore in 2021-22, Minister
of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary told the Lok Sabha
on Monday. Interest paid on
public debt during 2014-15
stood at 3.27 lakh crore or 2.6
per cent of the GDP, he said in
a written reply. During 2014-
15, the total central govern-
ment liabilities stood at Rs
62.44 lakh crore or 50.1 per
cent of GDP. This increased to
Rs 138.88 lakh crore or 58.7
per cent of GDP at the end of
2021-22, he said. The Centre's
debt is projected to hit 60.2
per cent of the GDP in the cur-
rent fiscal to Rs 155.33 lakh
crore, he said in reply to
another question. The com-
bined state and central gov-
ernment liabilities increased
from Rs 76.27 lakh crore (61.2

per cent of GDP) in 2014-15 to
Rs 195.49 lakh crore (82.6 per
cent of GDP). As per the
revised Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act the government
would endeavour to ensure
that the general government
debt does not exceed 60 per
cent of GDP and the Central
Government debt does not
exceed 40 per cent of GDP by
the end of the financial year
2024-25. In 2020-21, the
Central Government debt
increased by more than 9 per-
centage points of GDP over the
previous year's debt mainly on
account of the COVID-19 glob-
al pandemic, which hugely dis-
rupted projections of the
Government's public finances,
including a contraction in
GDP/denominator, he said. The
Government has announced its
commitment to reduce the fis-
cal deficit to a level below 4.5
per cent of GDP by FY 2025-26. 

Interest payment by govt
rises 3.1% of GDP in FY’22

New Delhi, Jul 26: 

India's first auction of
5G spectrum, that pow-
ers ultra-high data
speeds, is currently un-
derway with a total of 72
GHz (gigahertz) of ra-
diowaves worth at least
Rs 4.3 lakh crore up for
bidding. Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani's
Reliance Jio, Sunil
Mittal-led Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone Idea and a unit
of billionaire Gautam
Adani's flagship Adani
Enterprises are in the
race to bid for 5G spec-
trum, that offers speeds
about 10 times faster

than 4G, lag-free connec-
tivity, and can enable bil-
lions of connected de-
vices to share data in
real-time. In addition to
powering ultra-low laten-
cy connections, which
allow downloading full-
length high-quality video
or movie to a mobile de-
vice in a matter of sec-
onds (even in crowded
areas), Fifth Generation
or 5G would enable solu-
tions such as e-health,
connected vehicles,
more-immersive aug-
mented reality and meta-
verse experiences, life-
saving use cases, and ad-
vanced mobile cloud

gaming among others.
The auction is being

held for spectrum in var-
ious low (600 MHz, 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz), mid (3300 MHz)
and high (26 GHz) fre-
quency bands.

The bidding which
started at 1000 hrs will
continue till 1800 hrs and
will carry over into the
next day, if there exists a
demand for spectrum
and bidders are putting
in bids.

The number of days
the auction ultimately
stretches to will depend
on the actual demand for

radiowaves and the strat-
egy of individual bid-
ders, although the broad
industry consensus is
that it may last up to two
days. While a total 72
GHz (gigahertz) of spec-
trum worth at least Rs
4.3 lakh crore has been
put on the block for the
auction, market watch-
ers do not expect an in-
tense bidding given that
plenty of spectrum is on
the block, and there are
four participants in the
race. Department of
Telecom's own internal
estimates put the 5G auc-
tion mop up at Rs 70,000
crore to Rs 1,00,000 crore.

5G spectrum auction underway; 4 cos
in fray for airwaves worth Rs 4.3 lakh cr

Kristen Bell uses melatonin
to help her children sleep

A
ctress Kristen Bell, who is
married to actor Dax
Shepard since 2013 and

has daughters Lincoln and
Delta, has shared that she

used gummies contain-
ing the natural hor-

mone melatonin to
get her children to

sleep and she
would "hook up"
with her hus-
band.
She said: "We just

graduated from them
sleeping on the floor on

this trifold mattress. So you
can congratulate me - we did it,

they now sleep in their room on
beds right next to each other

and they cuddle with each other instead of us..
(We used) Hello Bello night time gummies.

Bell added: "It would knock them out quick-
er and they'd be great, and then we would hook
up. We do not want to go to sleep when they
want to go to sleep, so we would hook up our
headphones by Bluetooth to the television, put
on a show and they would be on the floor like
trying to fall asleep. So, that's how we got out of
having to go to bed at the same time."

Meanwhile, the 'Frozen' star explained that
she had also "desperately tried" the girls pack
their own lunches after complaints but her
tactic backfired when they chose to fill their
boxes with Skittles.

She told E! News: "I desperately tried to get
them to pack their own lunch, but it does not
always work. It's like, okay, you didn't like
what I packed, you pack your lunch. And I
looked in and it was like literally all Skittles!"

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s magnum opus,
Punyashlok Ahilyabai has

captivated the viewers with the
journey of the queen who brought
peace & prosperity with her wis-
dom and proved that one becomes
great not by gender or birth but by
deeds. The show revolves around
the significant life of Rani
Ahilyabai Holkar, who with the un-
wavering support of her father-in-
law Malhar Rao Holkar, challenged
the pre-defined societal norms and
made positive contributions for the
welfare of the people. Revisiting
another glorious chapter of Ahilya
Bai’s life, the show has taken an 8-
year leap showcasing Ahilya Bai’s
journey from ‘Sanskaar denewali
ma se Zindagi denewali matoshree
ka safar’ in the ‘Maa se Matoshree
Adhyay’.

In Ahilyabai’s journey, amongst
all the people who supported her,
one person who always stood by
her side as she overcome the obsta-
cles that came her way was Tukoiji
Rao, Khanderao’s cousin and
Ahilya’s sworn brother. Post the
leap stepping in the character of
Tukoji is the actor, Sandeep
Gaikwad who has impressed the
audience with his noteworthy
work in the Marathi entertainment

industry.
Talking about his

preparation for the

role, actor Sandeep Gaikwad,
shared, “After learning more about
Ahliyabai Holkar's past and realiz-
ing how much potential there is in
playing Tukoji, I feel truly honored
to take on this role and be a part of
a show like Punyashlok Ahilyabai
that has won millions of hearts
and inspires many with the note-
worthy work of Ahilyabai. My
character Tukoji is an extremely
strong-willed and honest individ-
ual who is also aspirational, ambi-
tious, and a great warrior. In order
to prepare for my role as a warrior,
I attended workshops where I also
picked up horse riding and sword
fighting.

But because I practice yoga and
work out, it wasn't too difficult for
me, and I thoroughly enjoyed the
training period. Tukoji is a figure
who was always loyal and backed
Malhar Rao and Ahliyabai Holkar.
The audience will also get to see how

selflessly he supported Ahliyabai
in every possible way he could

especially as she embarks on
a journey of becoming maa
se matoshree.” Tune in to
Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
every Monday -Friday at
7:30 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Actress Vishaka 
Singh discovers 
her family’s 
illustrious 
past during
holiday

A
ctress Vishaka Singh, who shot to the
limelight with her fantastic perform-
ance in the Tamil superhit film "Kanna

Laddu Thinna Aasaiya", has discovered that
one of her great grand uncles and her great
grand father were engineers who worked on
the mighty Krishna Raja Sagar dam in
Karnataka. Sharing pictures and videos she
had shot while on a holiday with her family to
Mysuru, the actress, who has now turned a pro
in block chain technology and an advocate of
Web 3.0, said on Instagram: " The advantages of
remote working! Took an impromptu trip with
the southern side of the family to KRS dam in
Mysore. "I last visited Mysore as part of a
school trip decades ago. Was lovely revisiting
memories of Vrindavan Gardens.

"Rediscovered the marvels of KRS dam. The
dam was built across the river Kaveri and com-
pleted in 1924. The water is used for irrigation
in Mysore and Mandya, and it is the main
source of drinking water for all of Mysore,
Mandya and almost the whole of Bengaluru
city. "In fact as of today, due to heavy rains,
the Krishna Raja Sagara dam filled to full ca-
pacity and 75,000 - 1.5 lakh cusecs of water
is being released shortly. "This trip was
made more special as we were travelling
with two super seniors in the family who
regaled us with their stories of visiting
the dam as young teens in 1955!
"Another proud moment was us seeing
the names of a Great Grand Uncle in
the family, Dewan T Anand Row and
Great Grandfather P Venkanna Rao
(who was an assistant Engineer at
that time at the dam between 1915-
1920! ) etched on the plaque at the
entrance gate of the dam. Cheers
to fun family (chaotic) trips and
discovering family trivia!"

ACROSS

1. Favorites

5. Category

10. Baseball's ____ Ruth

14. Burn reliever

15. Flat cap

16. Like the Sahara

17. Astonish

18. As yet (2 wds.)

19. Wedding band

20. Rich dessert

22. Almost grown

24. "Raggedy" doll

25. More thinly distributed

29. Promise

31. Camera support

36. Cowardly person

38. Sad drop

40. Night sound

41. Not ashore

42. Hawk's weapon

44. So be it!

45. Tears apart

47. Faction

48. Robin's residence

49. Shooting star

51. Sower

53. Renovate

55. Frazier's rival

58. Actress Jennifer ____

62. Dressed to the ____

64. Pub missile

65. Old-fashioned

69. Radio tuner

70. China's continent

71. Clear the blackboard

72. Soften

73. Sail holder

74. Not as old

75. Picnic nuisances

DOWN

1. Spaghetti, e.g.

2. Rock star ____ John

3. Competition

4. Transmitted

5. TV network

6. Author ____ Tolstoy

7. Canine comment

8. Thrones

9. Avenue

10. Hayloft locale

11. Diva's forte

12. Singer ____ Crosby

13. Margin

21. 19th letter

23. Messes up

26. Golf stroke

27. Locales

28. Unidealistic one
30. Gardener's tool
32. Ridiculous
33. Small, yappy dog
34. Native metals
35. Fender dimple
36. Toasty
37. Got it! (2 wds.)
39. Cowboys' contest
43. At no time, in verse
46. Arrange
50. Unlock again
52. TV room
54. Kind of drum
56. Slightest
57. The British ____
58. Eden resident
59. Space agency (abbr.)
60. Spring flower
61. Doctor's "at once!"
63. Suggestion
66. Lumberjack's tool
67. NNW's opposite
68. Always, in poems
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There may be a great deal of conflict in
your life today, Aquarius. Different people
and situations seem to be pulling you in all
directions. Your sanity is being put to the
test. Try not to be too stubborn, because
this will only cause more tension between
you and the situation. You have the poten-
tial to stress out about the smallest things.
Try to avoid this if you can.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you should work to tune into the
larger, slower-moving trends in your life,
Pisces. Consider making some long-term
monetary and emotional investments.
There is a great deal of prosperity avail-
able to you now, but beware of deception
on the part of others. Watch out for fast
talkers and people who promise every-
thing yet deliver nothing. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Let your artistic nature loose today,
Aries. Add a touch of creativity to what-
ever project, situation, or person you
encounter. Let your fantasy world
extend to every aspect of your being and
keep an open mind for new ideas and
methods. Incorporate traditional values
into new concepts. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't gamble away your resources,
Taurus. Take the safest route. There's a
great deal of energy out there encour-
aging you to act, but beware of adopt-
ing too stubborn of an attitude. This
will only succeed in alienating you from
the very people you rely on for support.
Maintain a strong, healthy balance
between old and new. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Get things out in the open today, Gemini. If
someone seems to insult you, call them on it.
Letting things fester inside only destroys
your self-esteem. You'd also be in danger of
losing the respect of others. This could very
well be a situation in which everyone but
you sees the truth. Try not to let this happen.
Be bold and assertive, and don't let others
pull the wool over your eyes.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Stick to the tried and true today,
Cancer. Don't be afraid to make any
last-minute changes of plan.
Compliment others when they do some-
thing well, and show appreciation for
their positive qualities. You'll gain their
respect. Celebrate the small things in
life and appreciate all that you have -
physically as well as emotionally. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Reap all the riches that a new day has to
offer, Leo. Every day brings new opportuni-
ties and the chance for rapid advancement.
Grab the things offered to you. You have a
great deal of potential, but potential is one
of those things that does no good until you
realize it and harness it. Today is one day in
which you can take an important step
toward manifesting your dreams.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may need to adjust today in order to
relate well to people and situations, Virgo.
Things are a bit off kilter, and you may find
that the harder you try to fit in, the more
liable you are to feel like an oddball. Try not
to get caught up in others' battles.
Maintain a balance between real life and
fantasy. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Be yourself today - 100 percent you,
Libra. The world needs more individuali-
ty. Revel in your unique qualities and be
generous about sharing them with the
world. Feel free to adopt a new and
unconventional way of doing something -
anything. Beware, however, that there
may be a strong, grounding force that's
trying to tie you down to tradition. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a very expansive day in which
you can make great progress in all of your
endeavors, Scorpio. Be careful of decep-
tion by others. There may be a surreal
cloud that covers up reality. You may
need to do a little digging to locate the
truth. Maintain a mellow attitude in order
to stay safe. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Tune into your dreams today,
Sagittarius. Do you often feel intensely
jealous thinking the people around you
are living amazing lives while you're
stuck in a dull, boring routine? The only
person who can pull you out of this rut
is you, so stop complaining and do it.
Change is easier than it seems at first. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There are extremely slow-moving, sub-
tle energies coming into play today
that may not be so easily felt,
Capricorn. What they provide is a key
to manifesting your wildest dreams.
Fantasy can become your reality, but it
may only come one small, subtle step
at a time. Don't give up. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
nternational Tiger
Day, also known as
Global Tiger Day, is an

annual celebration to
raise awareness for tiger
conservation, held annu-
ally on the 29th of July.
The day aims to help pro-
mote a worldwide system
whereby we are dedicated
to protecting tigers and
their natural habitats. To
mark this day, &TV artists
Siddharth Arora
(Mahadev, Baal Shiv),
Ashna Kishore (Kate
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about their tiger sa-
faris and wildlife tours
along with the need to
protect these endangered
species.

Ashna Kishore, Kate
Singh in &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares,
“Honestly, it is not so
often that you will see a
tiger chasing down prey
for the very first time in
your life. I am among the

few fortunate to witness
the whole sequence of
hunting and preying in
Tadoba National Park in
Maharashtra with my
family. While on our sa-
fari, we all saw a tiger in
ambush, focusing on his
prey. He was waiting pa-
tiently for us. And at the
right moment, he sprints
at the unsuspecting prey.
The whole episode was
nothing less than an excit-
ing experience. I was
scared to watch this chas-
ing and killing sequence
as a child. Today I feel
very lucky, and I keep
sharing and flaunting my
experience with friends. I
am also very proud of the
initiative taken by our
Indian government to pro-
tect these endangered
wild cats”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk
about Tiger Safari

experiences  

Sandeep Gaikwad enters
‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’

Khushalii Kumar injures herself
on the sets of ‘Dhoke Pyaar Ke’
K

hushalii Kumar, who will
be seen in the latest
music video 'Dhoke Pyaar

Ke', has recently got injured on
the sets of the song. The ac-
tress has learnt jet skiing for
the track and while shooting
she injured herself badly but
she decided to continue the
shooting. Commenting on
getting injured while jet ski-
ing Khushalii says: "I suggest-

ed the director that I wanted to
do the jet skiing scene myself to lend
authenticity." "While shooting for it I

fell of the jet ski but when I see the end
product, it all looks worth it," she adds. 'Dhoke
Pyaar Ke' features Khushalii Kumar, Ehan Bhat
and Vardhan Puri in the lead. Produced by

Bhushan Kumar, 'Dhoke Pyaar Ke' with vocals
by B. Praak, composition by Rochak Kohli and

lyrics by Rashmi Virag is out on T-Series' YouTube
channel.
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Galle, Jul 26:

Pakistan removed Sri
Lanka's top five in a little
over a session, but had
given up so much ground
in the first innings that
they remain in a desperate
situation. They are 323
runs back at the end of
day three, with five Sri
Lanka wickets still re-
maining.

On a day curtailed by
bad light, the hosts took
the visitors' last four wick-
ets for 40 runs, obtaining a
147-run first innings lead
thanks to Ramesh Mendis'
five-wicket haul.
Pakistan's bowlers then
did their best to keep Sri
Lanka in check by having
the hosts 117 for 5 in the
second innings, before a
59-run unbeaten stand be-
tween Dhananjaya de
Silva and Dimuth
Karunaratne re-estab-
lished Sri Lanka's domi-
nance.

Karunaratne was clear-
ly struggling with a lower-
back injury that had kept
him off the field for much
of Pakistan's first innings
and prevented him from
coming in any earlier than
at No. 6, where he was un-
beaten - with de Silva at
the other end - before the
teams went off for bad
light.

Pakistan had begun the
day well, though perhaps
unambitiously. Yasir Shah
and Hasan Ali batted out
almost 14 overs, but struck

only one boundary when
Hasan came down the
track to launch Prabath
Jayasuriya over midwick-
et, and made just 30 runs

together for the eighth
wicket.

Sri Lanka's spinners
had occasionally threat-
ened with the old ball, but

when they took the new
one - just before the first
hour of play was up - they
were consistently menac-
ing.

Jayasuriya broke the
stand, as Hasan could only
get an under-edge on to the
stumps as he tried to
sweep. Soon after, Nauman
Ali had his outside edge
taken by a big-turning
Ramesh delivery, before
Yasir was trapped in front
by the same bowler to
wrap the innings up for
231. Ramesh got 5 for 47 -
his third five-wicket haul
in Tests - while Jayasuriya
took 3 for 80.

As Karunaratne could
no earlier than 2.20pm
local time since he had
been off the field too long,
Niroshan Dickwella
opened the innings for Sri
Lanka, but without sub-
stantial success. He sur-
vived the five overs he and
fellow opener Oshada
Fernando faced before
lunch, but was out in the
first over of the afternoon,
nicking a Naseem Shah
ball that was angled across
him on 15.

Three other Pakistan
bowlers took the three re-
maining wickets to fall in
that session. Yasir had
Oshada lbw less than five
overs after Dickwella's dis-
missal. Mohammad
Nawaz got Kusal Mendis
lbw trying to sweep very
soon after that.

Then came perhaps the
most controversial deci-

sion of the day. Angelo
Mathews, playing his
100th Test, was given not
out edging a ball that rico-
cheted off the keeper's
gloves to slip. But the
bowler Salman Agha was
intent on reviewing that
decision, and third umpire
Marais Erasmus ruled
Mathews out, despite
Snicko having showed
only the merest tremor.
Mathews left the field
shaking his head, having
made 35.

After tea, Naseem
struck again. Dinesh
Chandimal attempted a
booming drive to a full,
wide delivery, and ended
up only edging it behind
for 27 - his lowest score in
his last three Tests.

De Silva then made his
presence felt with some
early boundaries, and set
about establishing a part-
nership with
Karunaratne, who was
clearly hampered in both
his batting and his run-
ning between the wickets,
by his back injury.

De Silva was especially
effective on the back foot -
as he often is - pulling
Naseem in front of square
for four, while also cutting
Yasir for three boundaries
behind point.
Karunaratne hit two
boundaries in his 51-ball
stay - a reverse sweep off
Yasir, and a conventional
sweep off Nawaz. He went
to stumps on 27; De Silva
on 30.

Ramesh Mendis, batters
put SL in driver’s seat

Sri Lanka's Ramesh Mendis celebrates after taking the wicket of
Pakistan's Yasir Shah during the third day of play of the second
cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 26.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

PR Sreejesh feels his che-
quered international career
resembles Malayali staple
'Avial' - a mixed curry of 13
vegetables.

At 34 and in the twilight
zone, all that is left for
Sreejesh is to tick a couple
of boxes in a career that has
been filled with numerous
ups and a few downs.

A second Olympic medal
wrapped around his neck
with the gigantic Eiffel
Tower looming over him is
an ultimate dream but for
now, he wants to be that
safe 'check-post' in what
will be his third and last
Commonwealth Games.

"The life was always not
the same. It was always full
of ups and downs. I had
some really good matches
as well some real bad out-
ings. I had a bad start to my
career, then gradually, I
have risen up the ranks to
become India's No.1 keep-
er," Sreejesh told PTI in an
interview.

"From witnessing the low
of 2012 London Olympics to
winning bronze in Tokyo,
in between I captained the
national team and then in
2018, my career was almost
over due to an ACL
(Anterior Cruciate
Ligament) injury. In Kerala,
we have a famous dish
called 'avial'. It's a 13-veg-
etable curry. I can relate my
career to avial."

At the 2014 Asian Games
in Incheon, South Korea,
Sreejesh starred in Indian's
gold medal win, when he
saved two attempts in a
shoot-out against Pakistan
in the final. At the 2014 and

2018 Champions Trophy, he
was adjudged "Goalkeeper
of the Tournament".

At this stage of his ca-
reer, Sreejesh prefers short
targets.

"As a youngster, I always
used to plan for four years.
Now, I always prefer short-
term goals. Now my priori-
ty is CWG, then my next
step is World Cup for sure.
When you are keeping
short targets that always
helps you to focus more on
your performance, fitness
and mental strength."

So he basically plans to
carry on till the Paris
Olympics.

"Looking forward, Paris
is feasible. I can see the
Eiffel Tower but that road is
not going to be easy. I be-
lieve these small steps will
help me reach there," the
lanky goalkeeper said.

" A n o t h e r
Commonwealth Games is a
tricky one because in an-
other four years, I don't
think I will be able to sus-
tain (my fitness) but who
knows there you can see me
as a coach."

Sreejesh believes goal-

keepers are like vintage
wine, which gets better
with age, as he reflected on
his illustrious career, where
he started by warming the
bench and went on to be-
come one of the best in the
world.

He said the setbacks in
the early part of his career
taught him lessons to use
failures as building blocks
for success.

"When I started my ca-
reer, I used to concede a lot
of goals. The best part of a
goalkeeper is that when you
are the second choice, you
get to gain a lot of experi-
ence by sitting outside and
watching. I learned the
game by watching the likes
of Devesh Chauhan,
Adrian D'Souza, Bharat
Chettri.

"Over a period, I had sen-
iors, who corrected me and
covered for me. If I would
have been drafted straight-
away in the main team, I
would have finished by now
because the pressure is too
high at the international
level and youngster might
find it difficult to handle at
the onset," Sreejesh said.

Sreejesh ready for 
memorable CWG swansong

Birmingham, Jul 26 (PTI):

Lovlina Borgohain's per-
sonal coach Sandhya
Gurung on Tuesday re-
ceived her accreditation
for the Commonwealth
Games, a day after the
Olympic bronze medallist
claimed her preparation
for the event was getting
affected due to "continu-
ous harassment" of her
coaches.

Gurung, who is also
Indian team's assistant
coach, was added to the
Indian contingent, just
days before the event.

On arrival here on
Sunday, she was not al-
lowed to enter the Village
as she did not have an ac-
creditation, triggering the
controversy.

"Sandhya was brought
to the boxing village today
morning and given accred-
itation. She is the with the
team now," an Indian
Olympics Association
(IOA)official told PTI.

Gurung has also been

assigned a room at the
Games village.

In a long social media
post on Monday, Lovina
said she was feeling men-
tally harassed because it
was a struggle to get coach

added to the squad. "Today
with a lot of grief, I want
to tell everyone about the
continuous harassment
going on with me. The
coaches who helped me
win an Olympic medal are
always being side-lined
which has severely im-
pacted my training sched-
ule," Lovlina had written.

Lovlina, who won a
bronze in the Olympics
last year, credits Gurung
for pulling her out of a dif-
ficult mental place before
the Tokyo Games. Gurung
was with Lovlina during
the 15-day training camp
in Ireland ahead of the
CWG.

The BFI had issued a
statement that as per rules
only 33 percent (1/3rd) of
the playing contingent is
allowed as support staff.
The Indian boxing contin-
gent has 12 playing mem-
bers (8 men and 4 women)
and as per rules, the num-
ber of support staff will be
four, which includes trav-
elling coaches.

CWG: Lovlina’s coach Sandhya
Gurung receives accreditation Port of Spain, Jul 26 (PTI):

A ruthless Indian team is
unlikely to take its foot off
the pedal as it aims to top
up a world-record winning
feat with another clean
sweep against the West
Indies on Wednesday.

India created a world
record on Sunday by seal-
ing their 12th consecutive
series win in the ODI for-
mat against the West Indies
-- the most against a team.

In this backdrop, head
coach Rahul Dravid might
be tempted to try out some
of his reserve players but
he will have to maintain a
fine balance between keep-
ing the momentum and
testing his bench strength.

In the batting depart-
ment, it is unlikely that
Ruturaj Gaikwad would be
preferred over Shubman
Gill, who after two innings
of 64 and 43 would not like
to sit out.

Gaikwad had got a full
South Africa series where
he looked distinctly uncom-
fortable against quality
pace. While his IPL creden-

tials have kept him in the
mix, chances of Indian
cricket establishment in-
vesting in him on short
term basis look dim.

Shreyas Iyer and Sanju
Samson have also hit the

straps with fifties in last
game and Suryakumar
Yadav is not expected to
cool his heels at the expense
of Ishan Kishan despite his
twin failures in the first two
games. Kishan is seen as a
timer of the ball who can
use the Powerplay overs
well by hitting over the in-
field. He isn't a power hitter
who can force the pace after
35th over and hence
Samson is a better option
despite him being a left
hander. Ravindra Jadeja as
the designated vice captain
was the first choice all-
rounder in this series be-
fore he was ruled out of the
first two games due to a
knee niggle. It is still not
certain whether Jadeja will
be available for the final
game as Axar Patel after his
match-winning knock of 64
in the second game could
feel hard done by.

However if Dhawan
wants two play two left-arm
spinners, then Yuzvendra
Chahal could be asked to
rest but that will be at the
cost of sacrificing variety
in bowling attack.

India target clean sweep against Windies

India cricket team player
Harshal Patel during their

training session ahead of their
3rd one day match against

West Indies.

Trinidad, Jul 26 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma, Dinesh
Karthik and Rishabh Pant
landed in Trinidad on
Tuesday, July 26, to take
part in the T20I series in
the West Indies.

The trio, who were rest-
ed for the three match ODI
series, will feature in the
five match T20I series
which begins in Trinidad
on Friday, July 29.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Ravichandran Ashwin
and Kuldeep Yadav were
also seen arriving at the
team hotel in Trinidad on
a separate bus. 'See you
soon Caribbean. Can't wait
to join my teammates and
get going', Kuldeep cap-
tioned his Instagram post.

The T20I games will be
played on July 29, August
1, August 2, August 6 and
August 7.

T20 players touch
down in Windies

Birmingham, Jul 26 (PTI):

In a huge setback for
India, strong medal con-
tender Neeraj Chopra on
Tuesday pulled out of the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games due to a groin
strain he developed during
his historic silver medal-
winning campaign at the
recent World
Championships.

The 24-year-old Olympic
champion was to defend
his men's javelin throw
title in Birmingham,
where the Games are set to
begin on Thursday.

The development means
that Chopra's much-antici-
pated clash with Grenada's
World Champion
Anderson Peters will not
happen now.

IOA Secretary General
Rajiv Mehta said Chopra
underwent an MRI scan on
Monday in the USA and
has been advised one-
month rest.

"Team India javelin
thrower Mr. Neeraj Chopra

had called me earlier today
from the US to convey his
inability to take part in the
Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games
owing to fitness concern,"
Mehta said.

"Following his participa-
tion in the 2022 World

Athletics Championships
in Eugene, Mr. Chopra had
had an MRI scan done on
Monday and, based on it,
he has been advised a
month's rest by his med-
ical team," Mehta added.

According to sources
close to the athlete, it's a
minor groin strain but as a
precautionary measure he
has been asked to take rest.

Chopra had become only
the second Indian athlete
to win a medal at World
Championship in Eugene
on Saturday evening after
Anju Bobby George, who
had won a bronze in long
jump in 2003 in Paris.

After his silver medal-
ensuring 88.13m throw in
the fourth attempt, Chopra
had felt some unease in his
right thigh and his worst
fears have come true.

"I thought even the
fourth throw could have
gone farther. After that, I
felt something on my thigh
and could not do my best
in next two. I had strap-
ping (on thigh).

Neeraj Chopra pulls out of
Birmingham CWG due to groin strain

Manchester, Jul 26 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo ar-
rived at Manchester
United's training ground
with his agent on Tuesday
with the Portugal great's fu-
ture at the English club up
in the air.

Ronaldo has yet to start
preseason training with
United he missed the team's
tour of Thailand and

Australia and is set to hold
talks with recently hired
manager Erik ten Hag.
Ronaldo's agent, Jorge
Mendes, was pictured in the
car driven by Ronaldo enter-
ing United's training base.
The 37-year-old Ronaldo re-
portedly wants to play for
another team after only one
year back at Old Trafford,
with United not in the
Champions League this sea-

son or in shape to compete
with the best teams in
England. United finished in
sixth place in the league last
season, 35 points behind
first-place Manchester City.

United has said Ronaldo
has not returned to training
yet because of "personal
reasons." Ten Hag has re-
peatedly said he is counting
on Ronaldo being part of
the squad this season.

Ronaldo arrives at Man United’s
training base, set for talks

Manchester, Jul 26 (PTI):

India pacer Navdeep Saini
returned with figures of 3 for 45
to put his county side Kent in a
commanding position against
Lancashire on the rain-affected
first day. On a day when only
34.2 overs were bowled, Saini
registered figures of 3/45 in 11
overs as Lancashire reached 112
for 4 before play was aban-
doned due to rain on Monday.
India all-rounder Washington
Sundar (6 not out) was at the
crease along with skipper
Steven Croft (21 not out).
Saini's scalps included that of
openers Luke Wells (35) and

Keaton Jennings and Rob Jones,
who was trapped leg before by
the Indian off the very first ball
he faced. The 29-year-old Saini
took two wickets from the fifth
and sixth balls of the 28th over
but was denied a hat-trick by
Croft. Saini has slipped off the
radar as far as national reckon-
ing is concerned. He was a net
bowler for the Indian team
ahead of its rescheduled fifth
Test against England in
Birmingham at the start of this
month. The fast bowler has rep-
resented his country in all forms
of the game after making his
T20I debut for India in August
2019.

Saini dazzles for
Kent with 3 for 45
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Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with MoS Ajay Bhatt, Army Chief General Manoj Pande, IAF Chief Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari, Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar and Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar at the National War
Memorial on the occasion of Kargil Vijay Diwas, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO MARTYRS

Uttarakhand Minister of Women and Child Welfare Rekha Arya participates in Kanwar Yatra on the occasion of
Shivratri, during the holy month of Shravan, in Haridwar, Tuesday.

KANWAR YATRA
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New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Leaders of several oppo-
sition parties on Tuesday
wrote to President
Droupadi Murmu, alleg-
ing the “intensifying mis-
use” of probe agencies by
the Modi government
against its political oppo-
nents and sought her im-
mediate intervention in
the matter.

The letter to Murmu
comes on a day Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi is
being questioned for the
second time by the
Enforcement Directorate
in a money laundering
case related to the
National Herald newspa-
per, leading to massive
protest by the Congress.

In a letter to the
President, the leaders also
raised the issue of the
“stubborn attitude” of the

government, which is not
allowing an urgent discus-
sion on the issue of price
rise and GST hike that has
impacted the proceedings
in the Monsoon session so
far.

“We are writing to bring
to your attention the con-
tinued and intensifying
misuse of investigative
agencies by the Modi
Government as part of a
systematic vendetta cam-
paign against its political
opponents,” said the letter,
signed by the leaders of
the Congress, DMK, SP,
AAP, RJD and CPI-M
among others.

“We request for your im-
mediate intervention in
the matter,” the leaders
added.

Noting that the “law is
the law and must be en-
forced without fear or
favour”, they said,”It can-

not be used, as it is
presently being done, arbi-
trarily, selectively and
without any justification
whatsoever against promi-
nent leaders of numerous
opposition parties.”

“The sole aim of this
campaign is to destroy rep-
utations and weaken the
forces fighting the BJP ide-
ologically and politically,”
the opposition leaders
said. It is also being car-
ried out to divert the atten-
tion of the people of our
country from their most
urgent day-to-day con-
cerns of price rise of es-
sential commodities, in-
creasing unemployment
and loss of livelihoods and
mounting insecurity of
life, liberty and property,
they alleged.

The leaders, who signed
the letter, included
Congress’ Mallikarjun

Kharge, AAP’s Sanjay
Singh, RJD’s Manoj Jha,
RJD,CPI-M’s Elamaram
Kareem (CPI-M) and Ram
Gopal Yadav from the SP.

On the government not
allowing a discussion on
price in Parliament, they
cited instances in the past
when such a discussion
was allowed.

“Most, unfortunately,
the monsoon session of
Parliament has been
stalled so far entirely be-
cause of the stubborn re-
fusal of the Government
to have an urgent debate
on the pressing issue of
price rise and increase in
GST rates on essential
food items. There are
many precedents for such
an urgent debate but this
time Government is
adamant and is not allow-
ing it,” the opposition lead-
ers said.

‘Intensifying misuse’ of 
probe agencies by govt: Oppn

Write to Prez

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jul 26 (PTI): As part of
Kargil Vijay Diwas cele-
brations, Pangode
Military Station here on
Tuesday organised a
demonstration by artist
‘Da Vinci’ Suresh by in-
stalling an underwater
portrait of late Captain
Vikram Batra, Param Vir
Chakra. The event was or-
ganised by the Indian
Army in association with
the scuba team of Bond
Water Sports Pvt Ltd to
commemorate Kargil
Vijay Diwas, a defence
statement said here.

The largest underwater
portrait of Captain Batra
created at Pangode
Military Station secured
the URF World Records
(Universal Records

Forum), it said. The World
Record certificate was
awarded by the URF au-

thorities during the event.
The artist took eight

hours to complete the

unique 1,500 sq ft under-
water installation which
was created using tiles.’’

Station Commander of
Pangode Military Station,
who was the chief guest of
the event, handed over a
memento to the artist and
team of Bond Water
Sports Pvt Ltd, the release
said adding that a military
band display was also or-
ganised as part of the
event.

In another event, the
Station Commander laid a
wreath and paid homage
to Kargil war heroes at
Pangode War Memorial on
the occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas, the statement
added.

Kargil Vijay Diwas is
commemorated every year
on July 26 to observe the
country’s victory over
Pakistan in the Kargil War
in 1999.

Largest underwater portrait 
of Kargil war hero bags URF World Records

Artist ‘Da Vinci’ Suresh creates an underwater portrait of Param Vir Chakra awardee
Capt. Vikram Batra to pay tribute to him as part of Kargil Vijay Diwas celebrations, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI):

A three-year-old Uzbek
boy, whose urinary blad-
der was completely de-
stroyed by cancer, got a
new lease of life, after the
doctors at a private hospi-
tal here used a section of
his small intestine to cre-
ate a new bladder for him.

Back in Uzbekistan, doc-
tors had advised his par-
ents to have his bladder re-
moved and a permanent
urine opening (stoma)
made in the abdominal
wall, said a statement
from Aakash Healthcare
Hospital in Dwarka, where
the child underwent the
surgery.

His mother did not want
a permanent stoma, so his
parents travelled to India
in February this year after

failing to find a solution
back home. The boy was
born with congenital em-
bryonal rhabdomyosarco-
ma, a most prevalent type
of soft tissue cancer in
children, which common-
ly affects the head and
neck region, and also the
genital or urinary organs,
the hospital said.

In the child’s case, the
malignancy was found in
the pelvis and bladder re-
gion.

He had already had
three resections (the pro-
cedure of removing can-
cerous tissue) and
chemotherapy, but his
body had stopped reacting,
the hospital said in a state-
ment. By the age of one, he
had already undergone six
cycles of chemotherapy
with a poor response, with

his cancer relapsing six
months later.

When he visited India,
he was in severe pain with
a blocked urinary tube
flowing through his ab-
domen, and was unable to
pass urine freely despite
numerous treatments.

After assessing his seri-
ous condition, we decided
to perform a radial cystec-
tomy (total bladder re-
moval) and complete or-
thotopic bladder recon-
struction. The patient was
admitted on February 19,”
said Dr Arun Giri,
Director, Surgical
Oncology, Aakash
Healthcare Hospital,
Dwarka. The surgery was
conducted on March 21.

After removing the dam-
aged bladder, the doctors
were able to use a section

of his small intestine to
build a new urinary blad-
der because cancer had
not spread to the sur-
rounding organs.

“We created a new blad-
der out of the intestine
and replaced the old one,
giving the child a new
lease on life, Giri added.

The boy has recovered
fully, the hospital said.

I had given up hope after
seeing my child’s condi-
tion. Back in Uzbekistan,
we couldn’t find a cure for
our child’s problem. We
are grateful that we were
able to travel to India and
then to Aakash Hospital,
his mother was quoted as
saying in the statement.

They not only saved my
child’s life but also en-
sured that he was cancer-
free.

Cancer-ridden Uzbek boy lives to see
another day with bladder surgery

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear on
August 1 a fresh plea by
the Shiv Sena’s Uddhav
Thackeray faction against
Election Commission pro-
ceedings on a petition by
the Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde-
led group for recognition
as the real Shiv Sena.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice N V Ramana
and justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli
was urged by senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for the Thackeray faction,
that the ongoing proceed-
ings before the poll panel
needed to be stayed as it
would impact the hearing
here in the case. Sibal said
the matters pending in the

top court here should not
be rendered infructuous.

These are completely
different issues. One con-
cerns the Speaker and the
Lordships are dealing
with all the issues of dis-
qualification, floor test etc.
The Election Commission
is dealing with the intra-
party thing as to who rep-
resents the party, the sym-
bol and it has nothing to
do with the disqualifica-
tion, senior advocate N K
Kaul, appearing for the
Shinde faction, told the
bench.

What is the stage of the
proceedings before the poll
panel, the bench asked.
The EC has only issued no-
tices for August 8, Kaul
said. The top court then
said it would tag the fresh
plea with pending ones

and hear it together with
them on August 1.

Recently, the poll panel
asked the rival factions of
the Shiv Sena led by
Thackeray and Shinde to
submit documents by
August 8 in support of
their claims on the elec-
tion symbol — bow and
arrow — of the political
outfit.

The poll panel sources
had said the two sides have
been asked to submit docu-
ments, including letters of
support from the legisla-
tive and organisational
wings of the party and the
written statements of
rival factions.

After the notices were
issued by the poll panel,
the fresh plea was filed in
a pending petition by
Subhash Desai, the gener-

al secretary of the Shiv
Sena in the top court. The
Uddhav faction sought the
nod of the top court to
make the EC also a party
besides staying the pro-
ceedings related to party
and its symbol.

The fresh plea terms the
plea of the rival Shinde
group to get the poll sym-
bol and the tag of the real
Shiv Sena as an act of des-
peration .

The Thackeray group
filed representation before
the EC last week after the
Shinde faction of the Shiv
Sena had written to the
Commission seeking allo-
cation of the party’s ‘bow
and arrow’ election sym-
bol to it, citing the recogni-
tion granted to them in the
Lok Sabha and the
Maharashtra Assembly.

Fight for Sena symbol

SC to hear on Aug 1 Thackeray group’s plea against EC proceedings

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

The government has no
plans to release at this
stage the caste data col-
lected under the Socio
Economic and Caste
Census (SECC) 2011, Lok
Sabha was informed on
Tuesday.

Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
also said that the central
government has not enu-
merated caste-wise popu-
lation other than SCs and
STs in census since
Independence.

He said the SECC 2011,
excluding the caste data,
has been finalised and
published by the Ministry
of Rural Development and
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs and the
SECC reports are avail-
able on the portal
“http:ecc.gov.in/”.

As informed by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, there
is no proposal to release
the caste data at this stage,
he said replying to a writ-
ten question.

Rai said the castes and
tribes which are specifi-
cally notified as
Scheduled Castes (SCs)

and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) as per the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order 1950 and the
Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950, as
amended from time to
time, are enumerated in
the census.

Replying to another
question on delay of
Census 2021 and its possi-
ble adverse impact on im-
plementation of welfare
schemes, the minister said
the population projection
of the country and states
and Union Territories for
2011-2036, based on Census
2011 data, are available in
the Report of the
Technical Group on
Population Projections
published by National
Commission on
Population, Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare.

‘No plan to release 2011 caste census data’

Nityanand Raia

Raisen/Bhopal, Jul 26 (PTI):

The death of a 20-year-
old engineering student on
a railway track in Raisen
district of Madhya
Pradesh has left the police
baffled due to a chilling
Whatsapp message talking
about the beheading pun-
ishment for disrespecting
Nabi” (prophet
Mohammad) sent from his
mobile phone shortly be-
fore his death.

Ruling out any link be-
tween the utterances of
former Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and
Sunday’s incident, a police
officer on Tuesday said the
circumstances point to
“suicide” but a probe is on
regarding the message,
which was sent from the

mobile phone of the de-
ceased to his father.

The deceased, identified
as Nishank Rathore, was
studying in a private engi-
neering college in Bhopal.

The officer said a rail-
way pointsman on Sunday
altered a police post locat-
ed near Barkheda railway
station in the Raisen dis-
trict that a body was lying
near the railway track.

Police reached the spot
and shifted the body to the
Obeidullaganj civil hospi-
tal in Raisen for post-
mortem. Police found a
mobile phone on the body,
slippers and a two-wheeler.

The deceased was iden-
tified after his parents,
both residents of Seoni-
Malwa town in the
Hoshangabad district,
reached the hospital.

Prophet message 
sent from dead student’s

phone foxes police

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 

Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena has ordered the
suspension of six
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) officials on
graft charges and for abus-
ing official position,
sources in his office said
on Tuesday. They said
Saxena also gave sanction
to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to pros-
ecute a sub-registrar for al-
legedly regularising unau-
thorised constructions in
Karol Bagh.

“The MCD commission-
er, on directions of the LG,
has suspended six officials
for gross negligence, abus-
ing official position and re-
ceiving illegal gratifica-
tion,” a source said. The

sources also said com-
plaints of corruption
against officials of the
MCD, the Delhi govern-
ment and the Delhi
Development Authority
are being decided singu-
larly on merit.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer AS Yadav,
Administrative Officer,
Manish Kumar, Deputy
Controller of Accounts
Anju Bhutani, South Zone
Inspector Vijay Kumar,
Junior Engineer (Narela)
Sankhya Mishra and
Assistant Engineer
(Narela) Sriniwas are the
suspended officials, the
sources said. They said
Sriniwas and Mishra have
been suspended for failing
to prevent an unautho-
rised warehouse.

Delhi LG orders suspension
of 6 MCD officials for graft

Allows CBI prosecute sub-registrar


