
Mishap
SShhiimmllaa:: Four people were
killed and three got
injured in a road accident
in Chamba district on
Sunday, police said. The
accident happened near
Satrundi, they said,
adding the wounded have
been admitted to Tissa
hospital for treatment.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: wo teenagers
drowned and three others
were rescued on Sunday
morning when they had
gone to take bath in a
pond on the outskirts of
Jaipur, police said. The
incident happened near
Aakda village, while two
boys slipped into deep
waters of the pond, three
others were rescued with
the help of villagers,
Rameshwar Lal, sub-
Inspector at Daulatpura
police station said.

Busted
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Punjab
Police on Sunday claimed
to have busted an inter-
state racket with the
arrest of three persons
involved in smuggling of
opium in an ambulance.
Police seized eight kg of
opium from an ambu-
lance on the Ambala-
Chandigarh highway on
Saturday, said Mohali
Senior Superintendent of
Police Vivek Sheel Soni,
while addressing the
media here.

Seized
JJaallppaaiigguurrii:: West Bengal's
forest department per-
sonnel on Sunday seized
timber worth Rs 30 lakh
from a truck in Jalpaiguri
district and arrested one
person in this connection,
an official said. Acting on
a tip-off, the forest per-
sonnel intercepted a
Kolkata-bound truck on
National Highway 31D
near Korotoa river under
the Belakoba Forest
Range limits, and recov-
ered the Burma teak from
the vehicle, he said.

Suicide
IInnddoorree:: A 27-year-old med-
ical student allegedly com-
mitted suicide on Sunday by
taking an overdose of an
anaesthetic in Indore dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh, a
police official said. An entry
in a diary found in her room
in a private hostel was
about the victim being fed
up of life, Inspector Tehzeeb
Qazi of Sanyogitaganj
police station said, adding
that the contents of the
diary were being probed.

Injured 
GGiirriiddiihh:: As many as 11
jawans of Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) were injured
after the vehicle carry-
ing them fell into a pit
in Jharkhand's Giridih
district on Sunday,
police said. 
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A Kanwariya carries holy water
from the Ganga river during their

pilgrimage in the month of
Shravan, in Ghaziabad, Sunday. 
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New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Mother nature is in deep
agony and the climate crisis
can endanger the very fu-
ture of this planet, outgoing
President Ram Nath
Kovind said in his farewell
address to the nation on
Sunday as he appealed to all
to protect the environment
for the coming generations.

Emphasising that the
country is getting equipped
to make the 21st century
"the century of India",
Kovind highlighted the im-
portance of healthcare and
education and said these,
along with economic re-
forms, would enable citi-
zens to pursue happiness by

discovering their potential.
President-elect Droupadi

Murmu will be sworn in as
the country's 15th President
on Monday.

In his last televised ad-
dress to the nation, Kovind
said, "The pandemic has
underlined the need to fur-
ther improve the public

healthcare infrastructure. I
am glad that the govern-
ment has accorded top pri-
ority to this task.

"Once education and
healthcare are in place, eco-
nomic reforms will let citi-
zens find the best course for
their lives, he said, adding
that "I firmly believe that
our country is getting
equipped to make the 21st
century, the century of
India". He said the National
Education Policy will go a
long way in making it possi-
ble for young Indians to
connect with their heritage
and also find their feet in
the twenty-first century.

The president made a
special mention of the

threat to the environment
and asked all citizens to
take care of it for future
generations.

"Mother Nature is in
deep agony and the climate
crisis can endanger the
very future of this planet.
We must take care of our
environment, our land, air
and water for the sake of
our children.

"In our daily lives and
routine choices, we must be
more careful to protect our
trees, rivers, seas and
mountains as well as all
other living beings. As the
first citizen, if I have to give
one advice to my fellow citi-
zens, it has to be this," he
added.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who was
recently appointed sen-
ior observer for the
upcoming Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls,
held a meeting with the
party's top leaders from
the state here on
Sunday.
The meeting was attended by
AICC state in-charge Rajiv
Shukla, observers Sachin Pilot
and Partap Singh Bajwa, Pradesh
Congress Committee chief and
MP Pratibha Singh and among
others, during which Baghel

deliberated on imparting booth
management training and
strengthening grassroots organi-
sation ahead of the polls. The
leaders, also including chairman
of the campaign committee
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu and
Pradesh committee working

president Vinay Kumar,
ideated the campaign
going forward and dis-
cussed the media strate-
gy, sources said.
Assembly elections in
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh are likely to be
held later this year. The
Congress is looking to

wrest power from the BJP in both
states. In the last round of
Assembly elections, the grand
old party lost Punjab to AAP and
gave a dismal performance in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa
and Manipur, with the BJP retain-
ing power in the four states.

Murmu to become 10th
successive prez to
take oath on July 25

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Droupadi Murmu will
become the 10th succes-
sive president to take oath
on July 25 since 1977.

Records show that since
1977, successive presidents
have taken oath on July 25.

India's first President
Rajendra Prasad took oath
on January 26, 1950 -- the
day India became a
Republic.

In 1952, he went on to
win the first presidential
poll. He won the second
presidential election and
was in office till May 1962.

S a r v e p a l l i
Radhakrishnan took oath
as the president on May 13,
1962 and was in office till
May 13, 1967.

Two presidents -- Zakir
Husain and Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed -- could not
complete their tenures as
they died in harness.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Eighteen candidates
have shared the top rank
in CISCE class 12 examina-
tion with a score of 99.75
per cent, according to re-
sults announced on
Sunday.

The second rank has
been shared by 58 candi-
dates who scored 99.50 per
cent while 78 candidates
scored 99.25 per cent to
share the third rank.

The pass percentage in
the exams stood at 99.52
per cent with girls out-
shining boys by a very
small margin, officials
said.

In a first, the board had

conducted the exams in
two terms. Explaining the
result computation formu-
la, board secretary Gerry
Arathoon said, the first se-
mester marks of each sub-
ject have been halved with
the exception of subjects

like geometrical, mechani-
cal drawing and art.

These marks have then
been added to the second
semester and practical/
project marks to arrive at
final marks in each sub-
ject, he added.

Jammu, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
said India is well-equipped
to give a befitting reply to
"anyone who casts an evil
eye on us" and expressed
confidence that the country
will emerge victorious in
case of any war.

Pitching for reclaiming
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK), Singh
said that it is a part of India
and will continue to remain
part of this country.

"I want to tell you with
confidence that if any for-
eign powers cast an evil eye
on us and if there is a war,
we will become victorious,"
Singh said during an event
organised to commemorate
Kargil Vijay Diwas' here.

He said that India defeat-
ed Pakistan in all the wars
since 1947 and after bitter
defeat, they engineered

proxy wars.
After tasting defeats in

direct wars of 1965 and
1971, Pakistan adopted the
path of proxy war. For over
two decades, it has tried to
bleed India with a thousand
cuts'. But, time and again,
our brave soldiers have
shown that no one can dis-

turb the unity, integrity and
sovereignty of India, Singh
said, assuring the nation
that the armed forces are
ready to face all future chal-
lenges.

Mumbai, Jul 24 (PTI): 

A road rage incident in
Mumbai led to the abduc-
tion of a 37-year-old beauti-
cian riding a two-wheeler al-
legedly by a  man and his
sister in suburban Khar, fol-
lowing which three persons
were arrested on Sunday,
police said.

The accused woman,
whose car dashed against
the two-wheeler of the beau-
tician, is identified as Aaya
Kadawala and her brother
as Faiz Kadawala, an official
said.

The incident occurred on
the Khar link road on
Saturday late night when a
car allegedly driven by Aaya
dashed against the two-
wheeler of the complainant,
leading to a heated argu-
ment between them, he

said. Meanwhile, Aaya
called up her brother Faiz
who in turn asked his
friends to reach the spot.

"They all started abusing
and assaulting the com-
plainant woman and her
cousin brother. The accused
took away her gold chain
and two-wheeler and bun-
dled her into their car. They
drove to a hotel in Bandra
where they again abused
and threatened the woman,"
the official said quoting the
First Information Report
(FIR). In her FIR, the
woman named the brother-
sister duo and five unidenti-
fied persons. Police on
Sunday arrested Aaya, Faiz,
and one more person under
various sections, including
365 (Kidnapping or abduct-
ing with intent secretly and
wrongfully to confine per-
son) and 392 (Punishment
for robbery), of the Indian
Penal Code, the official
added.

Saran, Jul 24:

Six people died following
an explosion inside the
home of a firecracker busi-
nessman in Khudai Bagh
village in Khaira police sta-
tion area of Bihar's Saran
district on Sunday.

The businessman was
identified as Shabir
Hussain. The explosion
caused a portion of the
house to blow up while the
remaining part caught fire.
According to the police, the
house is located on the
banks of a river, into which
a major part of the house
collapsed. As many as eight
people were trapped under
the debris. The injured per-
sons have been admitted to
the Sadar hospital in
Chhapra. The condition of
the eight injured is stated to
be critical. This village is lo-
cated about 30 kms from the
district headquarter

Chhapra.
"Six people dead after a

house collapsed due to a
blast in Chhapra. Efforts are
being made to rescue people
trapped under the debris.
We're investigating the rea-
son behind the explosion.
Forensic team and Bomb
disposal squad have also
been called," said Santosh
Kumar, Saran SP.According
to the police, firecrackers
were made made inside the
house where the blast took
place and explosions were
heard continuously for an
hour. The businessman al-
legedly sold crackers illegal-
ly during marriages. It is al-
leged that the house was an
illegal manufacturing unit
for firecrackers, reports
news agency PTI.

According to the report,
the intensity of the explo-
sion not only destroyed the
house but also damaged the
six adjoining houses. Cracks
have appeared in more than
six adjoining houses.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

The condition of the 34-
year-old man from Delhi,
the first in the city to con-
tract monkeypox, is "sta-
ble" though he had painful
lesions, official sources
said on Sunday.

A resident of west Delhi
with no history of foreign
travel, he was isolated at
the city government-run
Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
(LNJP) Hospital here
around three days ago after
he showed symptoms of
the disease.

"The patient is in a stable
condition. Efforts are on by

surveillance teams to trace
other people he may have
come in contact with. The
patient had painful lesions,
which is one of the symp-
toms of monkeypox. We
also analysed his condition
and ruled out several other
ailments," an official
source told PTI.

The person has no histo-
ry of foreign travel, but he
did travel domestically.
However, the source from
where he may have con-
tracted the infection is not
immediately known, they
said, adding, there is no
need to panic.

"Covid is highly trans-

missible, and a person even
standing near an infected
person can contract it via
sneezing and droplets.
Monkeypox is also a com-
municable disease, but if
proper distance is main-
tained and people wear
mask, it won't spread that
fast. So, I would urge peo-
ple to follow all safety pro-
tocols as they were doing to
keep COVID-19 at bay," the
source said.

The Delhi man is the
fourth reported cases of
monkeypox in the country.
Three cases of monkeypox
had earlier been reported
from Kerala.

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate moved the
Calcutta High Court on
Sunday challenging a
lower court order of send-
ing arrested West Bengal
minister Partha
Chatterjee to state-run
SSKM hospital.

Justice Bibek
Chaudhuri, after hearing
arguments by lawyers
representing the ED and
Chatterjee, reserved
judgement in the matter.

The central agency
challenged a Bankshall
Court order which direct-
ed that Chatterjee be
taken to the state-run

SSKM hospital,
It also claimed that the

lower court can direct ad-
equate treatment of a per-
son but cannot specify a
particular facility.

The ED moved a revi-
sion petition before the
high court and sought
permission for an urgent
hearing during the day.

The lower court on
Saturday remanded
Chatterjee to two days' ED
custody while sending
him to the hospital on a
prayer by his lawyers that
he was unwell and needed
medical treatment.

Counsels for the ED
claimed that Chatterjee, a
senior minister in the

state, is an influential per-
son and as such should
not be kept in a state-run
hospital.

Chatterjee's lawyers op-
posed the prayer and said
his treatment was being
done appropriately at
SSKM hospital.

The ED suggested that
Chatterjee can be treated
at an AIIMS hospital
which has a very good
healthcare infrastructure.

Chatterjee was arrested
on Saturday by the cen-
tral agency in connection
with its probe into the al-
leged school jobs scam
and was hospitalised in
the evening after he com-
plained of uneasiness.

PREZ'S FAREWELL MESSAGE 

‘Protect environment
for future generations’

CRUCIAL MEETING

Baghel holds meeting
on HP polls

̈ Booth management
training, grassroots
organisation 
discussed

‘India will emerge victorious
in case of any war’

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh addresses a programme
commemorating ‘Kargil Vijay

Diwas’, in Jammu, Sunday.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Sunday said the Centre has
decided to set up joint theatre
commands of the tri-services
to enhance coordination among
the armed forces. The defence
minister also said India is mov-
ing quickly from being the
world's largest importer of
defence equipment to an
exporter. He was speaking dur-
ing a programme organised by
the Jammu Kashmir People's
Forum at Gulshan Ground near
Jammu University in Jammu to
pay tributes to the martyrs of
the Indian Armed Forces.

‘Joint theatre 
commands of
tri-services’

Six killed in firecracker explosion
in businessman house

̈ Eight injured

Woman assaulted in
Mumbai road rage

̈ Brother-sister duo
among three held

FUTURE AGNIVEERS

Aspirants outside an examination centre before appearing for the Agniveer Armed Forces recruitment exam, in Patna, Sunday. 

GIRLS OUTSHINE BOYS

CISCE class 12 results declared
̈ 18 candidates

share top rank

Students celebrate their success after the declaration of class
12th result of ICSE at Rani Laxmi Bai School in Lucknow, Sunday. 

‘Monkeypox-infected Delhi
man stable, had painful lesions’

The new patient who
is presently recovering
at a designated isolation
centre at the Lok Nayak
Hospital had attended a
stag party in Manali in
Himachal Pradesh re-
cently, official sources
told PTI.

A resident of West
Delhi, the patient was
isolated at the Hospital
around three days ago
after he showed symp-
toms of the disease.

Patient attended stag
party in Manali

ED moves HC against arrested Bengal
minister’s admission to state-run hospital

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2244::  DPS Bhilai has
maintained its unique place by
securing for itself an excellent
position in the Secondary
School Examination, 2022 con-
ducted by the CBSE. Out of the
total 406 students who ap-
peared for the examination, 382
students (94.08%) were placed
in the First Division. Dhwani D/o
Dr  Annapoorani & Dr
Kuzhunathan Hariharan
Ramesh, Mayank Narayan S/o
Smita &  Dr Vivekanand and
Mrunal Kulkarni D/o Vaishali
Kulkarni and Mahendra
Kulkarni all  three shared the
top position in the school with
99.4%. 

Utsava Vardhana S/o Sweta
Shree & Manish Kumar secured
the second position with 98.6%
and Arnav Baranwal S/o
Rashmi Baranwal & Mukul
Kumar, Master Ayush Patel S/o
Abha Patel & Arvind Kumar
Patel, Malvika Gupta D/o
Bhumika Gupta & Abhishek
Gupta and Prakhyaa  Tiwari D/o
Shraddha Tiwari & Pravin
Kumar Tiwari shared the third

position in the school  with
98.4%. Total 154 students
scored more than 90% in ag-
gregate and the average aggre-
gate mark per student is 83.36.

The other students who se-
cured commendable position
are Pranav Parganiha (98.2),
Perayil Sudhakar Nair (98),
Abhishek Dewangan (97.8),
Krishna Agrawal (97.8), Ashi
Agrawal (97.6), Shireen Sonker
(97.6), Anshdeep Singh Saini
(97.4), Arijit Kuila (97.4),
Akshita Sondhi (97.2), Shruti
Agrawal (97), Auroshis
Samantaray (96.8), Rishi Sethi
(96.8), Varun  Agrawal (96.6),
Sidharth Sandeep Srichandan
(96.4), Swasti Sarangi (96.4),
Prashast Pillai (96.2),  Sanskriti
Jain (96.2), Ayushee Sharma
(96), Shreyash Chaudhary (96),
Soumya Awasthi (96), Vaani
Chopra (96), Yashvardhan Singh
(96), Anirudh Sharma (95.8),
Arushi Jaiswal (95.8), Siya Rai
(95.8),  Tanjil Ahmed (95.8),
Anany Manikpuri (95.6),
Shashank Singh (95.6), Aarav
Choudhury (95.4),  Abhilipsha
Mahanta (95.4), Abhiraj Roy
(95.4), Aditya Deo Singh (95.4),

Manya Jain (95.4), Mohammad
Ayaan (95.4), Neetya Dewangan
(95.4), Palakshi Agrawal (95.4),
Ritvik Kar (95.4), Sakshi Hirway
(95.4),  Tishya Jena (95.4),
Vansshiekaa Singh (95.4), Aditi
Mishra (95.2), Gitashree Sahu
(95.2), Himanshikha  Singh
(95.2), Thomas Sajeev Varghese
(95.2), Aanya Goyal (95),
Sreshthansh Mahanty (95),
Kancharana Venkata Pranay
Kartik (94.8), Mahi Jain (94.8),
Mayank Kumar Verma (94.8),
Vedant  Kumar (94.8), Sakshi
Thakur (94.6), Yadnesh Hirway
(94.6), Anshul Naik (94.4), Archit
Agrawal (94.4),  Kanha Agrawal
(94.4), Paras Tahilramani (94.4),
Srijan Kumar Sahu (94.4),
Mohammad Izaan (94.2),  Nidhi
Mithiya (94.2), Shivanshi
Banchhor (94.2), Gouri Gupta
(94), Harshita Umashankar (94),
Kripa  Rachel Tom (94), Mahak
Somani (94), Divyendu Jena
(93.8), Siddharth Khubchandani
(93.8), Anand  Singh (93.6),
Anoushka Saha (93.6), Charessa
Henry (93.6), Meenal Patel
(93.6), Ishita Singh (93.4),
Kommuri Aravind (93.4),
Aranyika Mukherjee (93.2),

Sneha Sharma (93.2), Aanya
Selvaraj (93), Kumar  Ishaan
(93), Satyajit Behera (93),
Aarushi Srivastava (92.8),
Adarsh Kulkarni (92.8), Mahek
Jaiswal (92.8), Parvatneni
Spandana (92.8), Salil Ilme
(92.8), Anurag Yadav (92.6),
Anushka Soni (92.6),  Hanshika
Tandon (92.6), Thota Sanskriti
Naidu (92.6), Divya Chaudhary
(92.4), Gitika Goswami (92.4),
Pranav Bijurkar (92.4), Yukti
Sirmour (92.4), Nitin
Mansarowar (92.2), Siddhant
Verma (92.2), Srishti  Tripathi
(92.2), Aanchal Pandey (92),
Aryan Jamulkar (92), Kritika
Sharma (92), Lakshya
Dewangan (92),  Prashant
Pandey (92), Saniya Agrawal
(92), Yadavilli Keerthi
Shruthivalli (92), Yuvraj Sahu
(92),  Anubhav Mahule (91.8),
Divyansh Raj Kashyap (91.8),
Naman Lalwani (91.8), Tanishka
Agrawal (91.8),  Vaishnavi
Nandurkar (91.8), Aanjneya
Pankharaj (91.6), Arya Singh
Sidar (91.6), Ashutosh Kumar
Kushwaha (91.6), Chiranjeev
Anil Shekokar (91.6), Jairaj
Singh Mission (91.6),

Samruddhi Gajbhiye (91.6),
Samyak Jain (91.6), Shaurya
Srivastava (91.6), Shravya
Kesharwani (91.6), Shubh
Khandelwal (91.6), Armaan Jain
(91.4), Aryan Sinha (91.4), Disha
Dwivedi (91.4), Harshwardhan
Golchha (91.4),  Nischal Pandey
(91.4), Parth Jangir (91.4),
Aanya Kesharwani (91.2), Mansi
Agrawal (91.2), Rishu Tiwari
(91.2), Satyam Singh (91.2),
Anuj Chandramaoli (91), Ajitesh
Sreejit (90.8), Anubha Banpela
(90.8),  Disha Ukey (90.8), Archit
Kumar (90.6), Esa Eshita (90.6),
Riya Dhanwani (90.6), Servestha
(90.6),  Amogh Tonape (90.4),
Eishita Mishra (90.4), Raghuraj
Singh (90.4), Stutishree Tiwari
(90.4), Toshi Sahu (90.4), Aditya
Sahoo (90.2), Prachet Sinha
(90.2), Rajeev Gokhale (90.2),
Anadi Vyas (90), Dhanav  Kumar
(90), Ishita Anil (90) and Kripa
Tawri (90).

The school management ex-
pressed its appreciation for the
school's achievement and con-
gratulated the Principal, staff,
students and parents for their
untiring efforts to achieve such
a grand success.

SNGVB students achieve
exuberant results

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: SNG Vidya
Bhavan's CBSE Class 10th
students have achieved exu-
berant results in the Board
examination 0f 2021-22 with
98% passed result. The
School Manager VK Babu
was extremely happy and
appreciated the hard work
of Students and teachers for
their excellent performance
and exhorted the teachers
to continue the hard work.
At the outset the first posi-
tion was secured by Divya
Choudhary with 84.6%, sec-
ond position by B Navneet

and the third position was
bagged by Kashish Nishad
making the SNG family
very proud. SNG Vidya
Bhavan achieved a new
landmark in educational
service. The School Asst
Manager Vinay
Peethambaran, Vice
President (Org) TU Sunil,
Correspondent KS
Chandran & other
Executive Committee mem-
bers, along with Principal
In-charge Dr Komal Bedi
and all other Staffs have
congratulated and conveyed
their best wishes to the stu-
dents for their bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Students of
Bhilai Nair Samajam
School came out with fly-
ing colours in the CBSE re-
sults of class X and XII. In
Class 10th, Anushka Sahni
got first position in the
school by securing 94.2
percent marks, K Anushka
Hariharno got second po-
sition by securing 93 per-
cent marks and Shreya
Dulelkar and Gauri

Khalelkar secured the
third position by securing
91 percent marks. In class
X, 26 students have
brought laurels to the
school by securing 75 per-
cent marks.

The result of class XII
was also excellent. Pallavi
secured 92.4 percent
marks and stood at first
position in the school.
Niharika Singh secured
the second position by
scoring 87 percent marks,

Vishwas Kumar stood
third by scoring 86.2 per-
cent marks.

Shivank Sharma scored
83.2%, Ritika Sharma
scored 74%: and Piyush
Pandey made the school
proud by securing 73.8
marks. For this excellent
result, the Management
Committee, Principal and
all the teachers congratu-
lated the students for their
success and wished them a
bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: A felicita-
tion ceremony for the top-
pers of 10th and 12th board
exams was organised by
Kumhari Municipal
Council the other day. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
OSD Manish Banchhor,
Municipal Council
President Rajeshwar
Sonkar, Councillor Lokesh
Sahu and other dignitaries
were present.

CM Bhupesh Baghel ad-
dressed the gathering and
praised the students for
their excellent academic
scores and rewarded them
with certificates and cash
prizes. It is a matter of
great honour and pleasure
to appreciate and reward
the hard work as well as
the performance of
Jahnavi Chhatre, a stu-

dent of SAGES Janjgiri,
who made the school
proud by scoring 96%
marks in CGBSE 10th
Board Examination. She

received a cash prize of Rs
2000 and a certificate.
Principal Mini
Gopinathan and all the
teachers were full of pride.

COB#6 ready for commissioning after hot repairs
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Bhilai
Steel Plant's Coke Oven
Battery No 6 that has been
under repair is now ready
for commissioning. The
charging process of the
battery's ovens after com-
pletion of repair activities
was begun on 22nd July 22
by Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works).

On 23rd July 2022, the
first pushing of the oven
that signals the commis-
sioning of battery was
done by Director In-
charge, Anirban Dasgupta.
Present were Executive
Director I/c Pers & Admin,
KK Singh, ED (MM), AK
Bhatta, ED (Works) Anjani
Kumar, ED (Projects) S
Mukhopadhyaya, Chief
General Managers and
other senior officers of the
Plant. Rajiv Shrivastava,
CGM (CO & CCD) and offi-
cers and members of Coke

Ovens Collective were
present in large numbers.

Coke Oven Battery#06
was commissioned on 19th
June 2011 after its rebuild-
ing. After serving for
around 11 years, hot repair
of Battery #6 was under-
taken from January 2022.

The hot repair jobs of
COB 6 involved refurbish-
ing of battery proper in-
cluding oven top equip-
ment, Door Extractor plat-

form, Machines tracks,
Stand Pipe cap sealing
modification along with
revamping of battery ma-
chines.

The repair will not only
enhance the life of the bat-
tery, it will also help in en-
vironment conservation. It
is estimated to save around
200 lakh litres of water an-
nually along with 70% re-
duction in fugitive emis-
sions to help contain the

air pollution.
The repair was accom-

plished by a team of Coke
Ovens along with major
sections of the Capital
Repair Group of
Mechanical and Refractory,
Mechanical & Electrical
Maintenance, Heating &
Regulation and associated
departments like
Instrumentation, Civil
Engg Deptt etc.

The working accom-

plishments, strategy and
planning, execution was
well appreciated by the
Director in Charge. Safety
ensured during this kind
of typical repair was spe-
cially applauded.

Following the battery
pushing activity, Director
In-charge and Executive
Directors also planted
saplings in the garden
near the coke oven works
building.

Noni Sashaktikaran Yojana inspires
young girls to follow their dreams

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24:
Enthusiastic and deter-
mined young girl
Chanchal Bijora is all set
to follow her dreams. She
had received an amount of
Rs 20000 under
Mukhyamantri Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana in
her bank account.

She wants to save this
money for her college
studies. Even at a young
age, this girl's concern
about her future makes
her stand distinctly from
others. Chanchal wants to
join the administrative
services and be a part of
the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment. She wants that the
dream of every needy per-
son should be fulfilled.

With the dream of admin-
istrative service, Chanchal
says that why not to dream
big.

Today the government's
Noni Sashaktikaran Yojna
is giving such encourage-
ment to the girls that they
are ready to fly. Some have
dreams to become an IAS
while others dream to be-
come teachers.

Keeping the focus of

women empowerment, the
state government has
transferred an amount of
Rs 1.80 lakh in the bank ac-
counts of 09 girls of the
district on this Republic
Day. The beneficiaries of
Mukhyamantri Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana are
Chanchal Bijora, Sonia,
Amrita Sahu, Varsha,
Shweta, Payal, Mahi
Amrit, Muskaan, Dimple

and Neha. They have ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the government for this as-
sistance.

Under the Chief
Minister Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana, 462
eligible beneficiaries have
been benefitted in the dis-
trict with an amount of Rs
92.40 lakh. By transferring
this amount directly into
the bank accounts of
labour families, the gov-
ernment is working to-
wards making the daugh-
ters strong and self-de-
pendent. With this initia-
tive, the underprivileged
families are getting oppor-
tunities for self-employ-
ment along with educa-
tion. The monetary assis-
tance is also reducing the
burden of family in the
marriage of daughters.

BSF rescues accident victims 
in remote area of Dandakvan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: A passen-
ger bus moving from
Narayanpur to Durg met
with an accident in the re-
mote Dandakvan area on
Saturday. Due to heavy
rainfall and high speed,
the driver lost control over
the vehicle after which the
bus collided with a tree on
the roadside. The accident
occurred about one kilo-
metre away from the BSF
Tactical Headquarters lo-
cated in Dandakvan.

On information, the
jawans of 11th BSF
Battalion rushed to the
mishap site and launched
the rescue operations. Two
women of Bhilai identified
as Sandhya Dahariya (37)
and Karena Dahariya (42)
had suffered injuries in the

mishap. After giving them
first aid, the BSF jawans
rushed them to the hospi-
tal of 11th BSF Battalion
for treatment. Later the
victims were shifted to

District Hospital in
Narayanpur. BSF jawans
are not only fighting the
naxals but are also accom-
plishing its responsibili-
ties towards the society. IG

Indraj Singh (Frontier
Headquarters, BSF, Bhilai)
appreciated the jawans of
11th Battalion for immedi-
ately responding to rescue
the accident victims.
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CM felicitates meritorious
student of SAGES, Janjgiri

BNS students come out
with flying colours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Students
of Maitri Vidya Niketan,
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali
brought laurels to the
school by their outstand-
ing performance in class -
X Board Examination
2022.

Tanisha Dewangan
topped with 96.8%,
Tumeshwari Sahu stood
2nd with 92.6%, Roshini
Sahu stood 3rd with
90.6%, Kritika Singh

stood 4th with 88.3%,
Abhishek Singh stood 5th
with 87.2%, V.Kavya stood
6th With 87%, Prerna
Thakur and Chandan
Prasad Mehta got 7th
Position with 86.6%,
Yugal Kishore stood 8th
with 86% Sakshi Sahu
Stood 9th with 85.5%and
Veena stood 10th with
85%.

Total 223 students got
distinction in different
subjects. The result of stu-
dents was very much en-
couraging and apprecia-

ble which showed the ef-
forts of the teachers, stu-
dents and the support as
well as motivation of the
parents and the school.

Rajam Sudhakaran,
President MECA,
Directors S Sajeev & S
Sajan, Director and
Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal
Dr Beena Sajeev, Head
Mistress Nishi Sajan,
teachers and staff mem-
bers congratulated the
students and wished them
for their bright future.

MVN students shine in
Class - X Board Exam

DPS Bhilai students excel in AISSE-22HMS always struggled in
employees’ interests

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Bhilai
Shramik Sabha (HMS)
President HS Mishra said
that their union has al-
ways struggled in the in-
terests of the employees.
The union always fought
the adversities and never
stepped back.

In view of the upcom-
ing representative trade
union election, he said
that the employees have
witnessed the works of
other unions and now
they have made up their
mind to support Bhilai
Shramik Sabha.

He appealed to the em-
ployees of Bhilai Steel
Plant to exercise their
franchise on July 30. He
added that since the last
elections, the work of all

unions and the ability of
their leaders have been
exposed.

HMS always fought in
the interest of the em-
ployees. While struggling
for the interests of em-
ployees, HMS leaders suf-
fered baton charge during
the strike. The union
emerged stronger after
this oppressive act on the
part of management and
police.

He further said that
Bhilai Shramik Sabha
cannot put the interest of
the employees on stake
for selfish benefits, due to
which the management
always remains irked
with this union. HMS has
been raising employee de-
mands through gate
demonstrations and
struggles for the past sev-

eral years. The SAIL em-
ployees are aware that
HMS has always taken de-
cisions in favour of the
employees. HMS has
fought against every arbi-
trary, dictatorial and
wrong policy of the man-
agement.

He said that during
elections, every union
makes tall promises.
There are some local
union leaders who are
trying to defame the lead-
ers of NJCS. Such leaders
do not exist anywhere ex-
cept Equipment Chowk
and Bhilai.

Further, they have no
organization at district,
state or national level. He
urged the workers not to
get lured with such
tempting promises and
take the correct decision.
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‘JALABHISHEK’

Devotees (Kanwariyas) of Lord Shiva in large number carrying sacred water for
‘Jalabhishekh’ to Lord Shiva and going to Mahadev Ghat to offer prayers and seeks
blessings.

Speaker VS unveils statue of Late Bisahu Das Mahant
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant un-
veiled the statue of Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant
in front of High School’s
swimming pool in Nagar
Panchayat Pendra. Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant
was a well-known politi-
cian and served as
Minister in the first cabi-
net of undivided MP. It
was on occasion of 44th
anniversary of Late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant on
July 23 the Speaker
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha Dr Charandas
Mahant offered rich floral
tributes and unveiled the
statue.

Dr Mahant on this occa-
sion also laid stone and
dedicated development
works worth Rs 3 crore
and this included dedica-
tion of ‘Gouthan’ con-
structed under ‘Narwa-

Garuwa- Ghurwa- Bari’
Scheme at the cost of Rs
19.11 lakh and RCC drain
and CC road in different
wards of Pendra at the
cost of Rs 2.80 crore.

On this occasion Dr
Mahant said that we all
are following on the foot-
steps of my father Late
Bisahu Das Mahant and
rendering services to the
people. Addressing the
gathering in
Chhattisgarhi language,
Dr Mahant said that his
family is associated with

Pendra since beginning.
He informed that late
Bisahu Das Mahant used
to live as tenant in
Dewangan’s family from
1949-50 in Champa and
was well-aware of prob-
lems related to Kosa pro-
duction and marketing.
On winning the elections,
he worked with sole objec-
tive for promotion of Kosa
cloth production. Dr
Mahant informed that
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant was visionary of
Bango Dam and after con-

struction of Bango dam,
irrigation facility in
Janjgir-Champa, Raigarh
and electricity production
in Korba district in-
creased. He said that the
state government is work-
ing for development of the
state through schemes like
‘ N a r w a - G h a r u w a -
Ghurwa- Bari’, cow-dung
purchase, GNY and others.

Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal said
that Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant is still alive in the
hearts of the people of the
region. Terming it historic
day for people of Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi, he un-
veiled the statue. He said
that it was because of Late
BD Mahant that there was
expansion of industries in
Korba district and it was
his inspiration that the VS
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant, LS MP Korba
Jyotsna Mahant and we all
are following upon his
footsteps and working con-

tinuously for development
of the region.

LS MP Jyotsna Mahant
said that Late Shri Bisahu
Das Mahant despite being
a big leader and Minister
in politics lived his life like
a farmer and a common
man. He lived life with
simplicity, purely un-
selfish and put his entire
life for the service to the
needy and poor. Contrary
to this it is the poeple of
the region who gave us op-
portunity to fulfill half-ful-
filled dreams of the people
of the region and for
which she expressed her
gratitude towards people
of Gourela, Pendra and
Marwahi. MLA Dr KK
Ghurav said that late BD
Mahant has done lot of so-
cial works and all the
works done in favour of
the society are worth fol-
lowing. Nagar Panchayat
Pendra President Rakesh
Jalan also addressed the
gathering.

Bike, car rally taken out on occasion of Kargil Diwas

Raipur, Jul 24: In the
three-day progarmme by
the members of Ex-Army
Foundation organized a
car and bike rally on the
first day on occasion of
Kargil Day on Sunday.
During this the special
guest Nayak Deepchand
was felicitated by Press
Club and after the
Himalaya Family felicitat-

ed Deepchand and other
persons of the Ex-Army
Foundation at Shaheed
Kaushal Yadav Chowk.

MLA Raipur (North)
flagged off the car and
bike-rally in the morning
and in this rally  Nayak
Deepchand was welcomed

at different chowks with
showering of flower petals
and the rally concluded at
Cardinal Warriors
Military School Mana.
Here the school children
performed cultural pro-
grammes based upon pa-
triotism.

Director of the School
Maj. Praveen Singh and
Nayak Deepchand, mem-
bers of Ex-Army
Foundation and the noted
citizens of the Society
were welcomed. Nayak
Deepchandji shared his
experiences with the
School children  and moti-
vated them towards patri-
otic fervor. In the end plan-
tation was carried out in
the memory of the mar-
tyrs of Chhattisgarh.

In this programme,
National President Ex-
Army Foundation Dinesh
Mishra (former
Armyman), National
Chairperson of Ex-Army

Foundation Veerangana –
Neetu Singh, State presi-
dent Dr Shubhra Rajak,
ex-Armymen of state viz.
Captain Virendra Singh,
Subedar Diwakar Mishra,
Lt. SK Shukla, Deepak
Singh, Rajesh Pandey,
Jitendra Singh, Kishore
Tiwari, Jaswant Kumar,
Mohit Kumar, Bhrigunath
Prajapati, Harpreet Singh,
Jitendra Prasad Gupta,
Shailendra Sahu, Sandeep
Singh, Brijesh Singh,
Vishal Singh, Pradeep
Rinkupal, JK Rathore,
Sajid Vishwakarma,
Hardeep, Harish Chand
Chourasia, Haripal and
others were present.

Process of admission in BTech Agri.
Engg and Food Tech from July 25

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: The on-
line counseling process
for admission in BTech
Agriculture Engineering
and BTech Food
Technology, BSc Honors
Agriculture, Horticulture
and Agro-Forestry cours-
es being run in govern-
ment and private colleges
under Indira Gandhi
Agriculture University in
the academic session
2022-23 will start from
Monday, July 25.
Interested candidates for
admission to undergradu-
ate courses can apply on
the university’s website
www.igkv.ac.in from 25
July to 15 August 2022 to
participate in the counsel-
ing process.

Guidelines and time
table for appearing in the
counseling are available
on the university website.
To participate in the
counseling, candidates

will have to register on-
line and upload docu-
ments between July 25 to
August 15 (12:00 PM). On
August 23, 2022, seats and
colleges will be allotted to
the candidates on the
basis of merit list of PET-
2022. Candidates will have
to appear in Swami
V i v e k a n a n d a
Agricultural Engineering
and Technology College,
Raipur for document test
from August 24 to 27. To
secure the allotted provi-
sional seat, it will be
mandatory for the candi-
dates to deposit the fees
online between August 24
to 28.

After seat allotment, if
the candidate is not able
to secure the seat due to
any reason and wants to
participate in the next
round of counseling,
then online application
will have to be made be-
tween 24 to 28 August. If
the candidate wants to

cancel the seat after se-
curing the seat and does
not want to participate in
any further process, then
the seat will have to be
canceled between August
24 to 28.

The allotment of seats
for auto upgradation and
class conversion will be
done between August 31
and September 1. After
auto upgradation and
class conversion, the in-
formation about the allot-
ted and vacant seats will
be made available on
September 4, 2022. The
second phase counseling
will be conducted from 09
to 20 September 2022 and
the last phase counseling
for spot and conversion
will be conducted from 23
to 26 September 2022.
Interested candidates can
visit the university web-
site www.igkv.ac.in for
more information regard-
ing counseling related
guidelines.

Police busts sex-racket
from five-star hotel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: The
Raipur police has busted
a sex-racket from a five-
star hotel in Magneto
Mall. The Police raided
the hotel and nabbed 11
girls from the hotel.

The case is that of
Telibandha thana.The
Police also nabbed the
agents along with the
girls involved in this sex

racket, as it was the
agent who used to bring
these girls to the Hotel.

In this sex-racket all
the girls are from out-
side the Chhattisgarh
state and this included
girls from Delhi,
Mumbai, Haryana,
Guajrat and Kolkata and
Bengaluru. The police
nabbed the accused and
taken the case under in-
vestigation.

One nabbed with
banned drugs, syrup

worth Rs 5600

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: It was on
tip of news from an in-
former, the Telibandha po-
lice nabbed a person try-
ing to sell banned drugs
and syrup and
Psychotropic drugs near
Shiv Mandir, Avanti
Vihar, Sheetala Talab
Telibandha Raipur here
on Sunday. The police
seized banned drugs and
syrup worth Rs 5600 from
his possession kept inside
a while-coloured bag in
his bike’s dickey and in-
cluding cost of the bike it
went upto Rs 40000 

When the police nabbed
and conducted search in

his bike bearing No. CG
04/NK/5980, they found
banned drugs and syrup
including 25 strips of
Nitrazepam and in which
2 strips of 10 -10 tablets
were together and in this
way there were 20 tablets
in one strips, totaling it to
be 500 tablets. The other
drugs seized included
Codeine Phosphate,
Chlorpheniramine Maleat
Syrup 100 ML and sealed.
Tablets of 500 and 15
pieces of bottles syrup
was worth Rs 5600 and in-
cluding the cost of vehicle
it reached to Rs 40000.

The accused nabbed
was Jitendra Tandi alias
Mota S/o Anil Tandi (27),
R/o New Shanti Nagar,
near Prajapati corporator,
Civil Lines thana Raipur
and a case under section
21 (G)  22 (K) of Narcotics
Act and under section 21
(G) and 22 (K) of COTPA
and were sent to judicial
remand.

St. Xavier’s students excel in ISC exam
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: Students
of St. Xavier’s Raipur once
again performed excep-
tionally and came out with
flying colours in ISC
board examinations of
2022. The results were de-
clared on the 24th of July
2022.The school is proud to
have yet another cent per-
cent result with some ex-
cellent individual per-
formances. At least 9 stu-
dents scored above 90%
marks and 24 students got
distinction marks.

The performance of the
students is outstanding
with Shivangi Joshi scor-
ing an overall 97.5%

marks. She is closely fol-
lowed by Disha Tharwani
scoring 96.75% and Pooja
Panwani with 94.25%
marks. This is a proud
moment for the school as
students performed under
trying situations and
strict COVID guidelines
.The hard work and ac-
complishments are laud-

able.
The school owes the out-

standing performance to
the Chairman Dr. A. F.
Pinto and the Managing
Director Madam Dr. Grace
Pinto for being a constant
source of inspiration. The
school wishes all the stu-
dents a very bright and
glorious future.

Two nabbed for offering ‘Hukka’
and liquor in a restaurant

Raipur, Jul 24: In view of
strict instructions by SSP
Prashant Agrawal to take
strict action against
‘Hukka Bar’ in Hotel,
Restaurants and other
place, the Anti-Crime and
Cyber unit got tip from an
informer on July 23 that

owner of Mehfil
Restaurant are offering
‘Hukka’ and liquor and
even supplying matter re-
lated to ‘Hukka’ to the cus-
tomers. On this Addl. SP
(Rural) Kirtan Rathore
and Addl. SP (Crime)
Abhishekh Maheshwari
directed the in-Charge
Anti-Crime and Cyber
unit and Police team
Thana Mana camp to con-
duct the raid and nabbed

the accused.
On this the combined

unit of Anti-crime, Cyber
unit and Mana camp
Thana conducted raid at
Mehfil restaurant and
nabbed two on charges of
offering ‘Hukka’ puffs and
liquor in the restaurant.
The team during its search
found ‘Hukka’ related ma-
terial and when the two
were inquired, they dis-
closed their names as
Rekhraj Sahu and Sanjay
Sahu.

On his both were taken
into arrest along with 7
bottles of IMFL, 7 bottles
of beer, 3 ‘Hukka’ parts, 3
‘Hukka’ pipes, 7 packets of
‘Hukka’ flavours , 1 piece
heater and cash of liquor
sold worth Rs 1000 and
total quantity of items
worth around Rs 10000
from their possession.
Two were taken into ar-
rest under section 34 (2) of
Excise Act and under sec-
tion 4/21, 6/24 of COTPA
Act.

‘Mother used to see ghosts, walk backwards’
Raipur, Jul 24: Four days
after a woman committed
suicide by jumping into
Kharun river in presence
of her husband her body
was found in the river
bank in Urla area.
Meanwhile her daughter
made a shocking revela-
tion saying that her moth-
er used to see ghosts and
walk backwards.

The incident occurred in
the area falling under ju-
risdiction of DD Nagar po-
lice. Woman named
Basanti Barle visited
Mahadev Ghat in Raipur
along with her husband.
After a walk along the
river for some time, the
woman suddenly jumped
into the fast flowing river.

According to eyewit-
nesses, the woman’s hus-
band also jumped after her,
but could not save the
woman. He approached
the police and sought help.

DD Nagar police station
also reached the spot.
Efforts were made to trace
the woman with the help of
local divers but no success

could be achieved. Due to
the strong current, the
woman had flown ahead
through the water of the
river.

Four days after this inci-
dent body of the same
woman was found on the
banks of the river near
Guma village in Urla area.
When some villagers saw
the body, they informed the
police. The team of Urla
police station gave infor-
mation to other police sta-
tions of Raipur to identify
the body. It was known that
it was the body of the same
woman who jumped into
the river from Mahadev
Ghat on July 20. The rela-
tives also recognized the
woman.

Police came to know that
the woman had married
her boyfriend Panna
Chandrakar a year and a
half ago. This was his sec-
ond marriage. He has
three children from his
first marriage. The police
arrived to interrogate the
20-year-old daughter of the
woman. The daughter told

the police that her moth-
er’s mental condition was
not well. She often claimed
to see ghosts and some-
times she used to walk
backwards. However, her
health was improving for
some time. Even a few days
before the incident, she
had a normal telephonic
conversation. The daugh-
ter claims that her mother
was looking fine but how
suddenly this incident
happened is beyond com-
prehension.

The police also ques-
tioned the woman’s cur-
rent husband Panna
Chandrakar. The police
also questioned him about
a family dispute or change
in the woman’s behavior.
The woman’s husband de-
nied any dispute or health
problem in her. The police
is now probing the matter
under what circumstances
the woman must have
jumped into the river.
After the post-mortem, the
body of the woman was
handed over to the rela-
tives.

p ‘Hukka’ materials,
flavours and liquor
also seized

Man kills wife on
minor dispute,

surrenders later
Raipur, Jul 24: A man
killed his wife on Friday
night due to a dispute over
a minor issue in the area
falling under jurisdiction
of Gudhiyari police sta-
tion Raipur. After mur-
dering his wife he went to
the police station and sur-
rendered. The police regis-
tered crime of murder
against him.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, Prahlad Sahu, a
resident of Gudhiyari,
had a dispute with his
wife Mohini Sahu (45
years) on Friday night.
The dispute between the
two deepened so much
that the husband beat up
the wife and tied her
hands and feet and hanged
her on the grill.

Prahlad Sahu also has
two children. It is being
told that the children gave
this information to their
elder father. The Gudiyari
police station registered
the crime of murder
against him after the re-
port of the short PM.

Agent also taken into arrest

Girl stabs differently-abled
man to death 

Raipur, Jul 24: A different-
ly-abled man was allegedly
stabbed to death by a 16-year-
old girl in an incident of
road rage in capital Raipur
on Sunday, police said. The
incident took place in
Kankalipara area under the
Azad Chowk police station,
additional superintendent of
police (west) D C Patel said.
The minor who was riding a
two-wheeler attacked the
deaf and mute victim who
was on his bicycle, after the
latter failed to respond to her
horn, he said. The girl al-
legedly stabbed the man in
the neck with a knife that
she was carrying, killing
him on the spot, the official
said. The minor was de-
tained from Mandir Hasaud
area and the weapon used in
the crime was also recovered
from her, he said. An offence
under section 302 (murder)
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and the Arms Act has
been registered by the Azad
Chowk police, Patel said.
The detained minor will be
produced before the
Juvenile Justice Board on
Monday, he added.

Raman Singh tests
Covid-positive for

second time
Raipur, Jul 24: Former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Raman Singh on
Sunday said he has test-
ed positive for COVID-
19.

This is the second
time Singh has contract-
ed the coronavirus in-
fection after he tested
positive in September
2020.

The senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
leader tweeted that he
got himself tested after
exhibiting symptoms
and will comply with
the home isolation pro-
tocols. Singh appealed to
those who came in con-
tact with him over the
past few days to check if
they too were infected.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
wished a speedy recov-
ery to Singh.

A day earlier,
Chhattisgarh had re-
ported 511 coronavirus
cases and one fatality.

By the members of
Ex-Army
Foundation 

Nayak Deepchand
felicitated 
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Ch’garh sees quieter summer this year with fewer Naxal attacks
Tikeshwar Patel

Raipur, Jul 24 (PTI):
Summer, usually the
toughest time for security
forces battling Naxal in-
surgency in Chhattisgarh,
has passed off relatively
peacefully this year.

Naxal attacks on securi-
ty forces increase between
March and June when the
rebels carry out what offi-
cials term as the ‘Tactical
Counter Offensive
Campaign’ (TCOC).

The ultras carry out
most of the offensives dur-
ing summer as tall grasses
and bushes dry up during
the season, providing clear
visibility to them about
the movement of security
forces in forests. Some of
the major Naxal attacks,
such as the Tadmetla inci-
dent of 2010 in which 76 se-
curity personnel were
killed, have taken place in
summer. But, various
camps set up in Naxal
strongholds by security
forces in the last three
years have helped the lat-
ter gain the upper hand
against the rebels during
this year’s TCOC and min-
imise losses, police

claimed. According to po-
lice statistics, seven secu-
rity personnel were killed
and 43 injured in 131 Naxal
incidents till June 30 this
year. As many as 41 securi-
ty personnel were killed
and 103 injured during the
same period last year.

Twenty eight security
personnel were killed and
50 injured in 2020, while 16
personnel were killed and
26 wounded in 2019 during
the same period.

Between January 1 and
June 30 this year, 14
Naxals were killed, while
18 rebels were killed in
2021, 20 in 2020 and 28 in
2019 during the same peri-
od. At least 43 new opera-
tional base camps were
opened by security forces
in strategically important
locations like Minpa,
Elmagunda, Potakapalli,
Tarrem, Kademetta,
Nahadi and Chandametta
(in seven districts of
Bastar region), Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told
PTI. “These are not only
facilitating development
works in the region, but
have also helped in block-
ing Naxal corridors and

supply chains, he said.
During the TCOC period

this year, security forces
carried out all the opera-
tional tasks carefully and
tactfully, he said.

“The strategy yielded
significant results, like the
recovery of bodies of
more than 14 Naxals fol-
lowing encounters while
286 rebels surrendered till
June. We also succeeded in
minimising losses on our
side, the official said.

Of the new camps, eight
were set up this summer,
he said. The security
forces also recovered 63
improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) and 26
weapons during opera-
tions in this period, the IG
said. We would continue to
sustain this advantage by
increasing our reach in
the areas where there is a
security vacuum and
thereby take steps to im-
prove the administrative
delivery mechanism
there,” he said. Asked if
the decline in violence in
Bastar was part of the
Maoists’ strategy to shift
their base from the region
to the Madhya Pradesh-
M a h a r a s h t r a -

Chhattisgarh zone, the IG
said a typical modus
operandi of the banned
CPI (Maoist) outfit is to
build pressure elsewhere
when they face heat in a
particular area.

But due to effective coor-
dination among security
personnel along the inter-
district and inter-state bor-
ders, Maoists have been
facing pressure in most of
their erstwhile strong-
holds, he claimed.

According to police,
around 40,000 security per-
sonnel — 30,000 from para-
military forces and 10,000
of the state police — are
deployed in the Bastar re-
gion for counter insur-
gency-operations.

Records show that
Naxals have mounted
major attacks during the
TCOC. On April 3 last year,
22 security personnel were
killed in a Maoist ambush
along the border of Sukma
and Bijapur districts.

Seventeen security per-
sonnel were killed in a
Naxal ambush in Minpa of
Sukma on March 21, 2020.

On April 9, 2019, BJP
MLA Bhima Mandavi and
four security personnel

were killed in a Naxal
blast in Dantewada dis-
trict.

An attack in Burkapal
area of Sukma on April 24,
2017 claimed the lives of 25
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel.

Besides, nine CRPF per-
sonnel were killed after
Naxals blew up a mine
protected vehicle (MPV) in
March 2018.

Even the deadliest
Tadmetla attack that
claimed the lives of 76 se-
curity personnel took
place in April 2010.

On the decline in Naxal
incidents during the
TCOC, CRPF’s
Chhattisgarh sector IG
Saket Kumar Singh said
security forces have devel-
oped ways and means to
tackle the traditional strat-
egy of Maoists.

Naxals operate with the
age-old guerrilla warfare
philosophy of hit, snatch
weapons and vanish into
the jungle. They also re-
sort to planting IEDs.
Recently, there is also a
trend of extensive use of
country-made barrel
grenade launchers,” Singh
said.

Addl Secy GoI inspects water
harvesting works

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2244::  BV Umadevi,
Additional Secretary, Home
Department, Government of
India (GoI), today reviewed the
works being done for water
harvesting in the district.
During this, Collector Chandan
Kumar, District Panchayat CEO
Rohit Vyas, Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Dinesh Nag were present. For
the treatment of the water
used by the citizens of
Jagdalpur city, the sewerage
treatment plant set up at
Balikonta as well as the
Sarovar under the Amrit
Sarovar scheme under con-
struction at Erpund and Ghat
Dhanora of Tokapal develop-
ment block, Ardan Dam built in
Erpund and Check Dam built in
Mavlibhata.  

Umadevi inquired about the
design, process, technology
and capacity of the sewerage
treatment plant. Officials said
that this sewerage treatment
plant of 25 MLD capacity is the
first operational plant in the
state. It works on sequencing
batch reactor process. In this
technology, the waste from the
city’s dirty water is separated
and put in the SBR tank. It

takes 90 minutes for filling and
aeration, followed by 45 min-
utes for settling and then 45
minutes for decanting and
after this Chlorine dosing is
done in it. 

Umadevi while expressing
her happiness over the opera-
tion of the state’s first sewer-
age treatment in Bastar,
stressed about the reuse of
this water. Officials said that
an action plan is being pre-
pared for the reuse of this
water and it will be imple-
mented soon.

Umadevi visited the lakes
under-construction under
Amrit Sarovar Yojana at
Erpund and Ghat Dhanora. She
also interacted with the near-
by farmers and appealed to
plant saplings on the bunds of
the ponds, so that greenery
and beauty remain here.

Expressing happiness over the
construction of the lake, the
farmers expressed their grati-
tude to the administration and
said that this would provide
irrigation facilities for their
fields as well as water for fish
farming and cattle. The offi-
cials also informed about the
proposal sent for the repair of
Matkot canal project passing
through Erpund village. The
sarpanch of Erpund, Ramdhar
Kashyap, said that by the con-
struction of the pond here, the
nearby farmers would get the
facility of farming. Farmers
will also be able to take two
crops easily. The farmers were
informed about the availability
of irrigation facilities in about
95 acres of fields of 25 farmers
from the Check-dam built at a
cost of Rs 13.20 lakh in
Mavlibhata. 

Due to JMC’s negligence people forced
to drink dirty water: Navneet 

Jagdalpur: On the other
hand, Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha (BAMM)
chief convener and Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh JK
Bastar district president
Navneet Chand said that
the reason for the increas-
ing outbreak of Dengue
and Malaria among the
people of Jagdalpur was
explained by the apathy of
the local governance and
local public representa-
tives. Chand met the
District Collector and de-
manded that a committee
be constituted for the
drinking water treatment
plant operated by the cor-
poration and an inquiry
should be conducted. He
said that in view of the im-
purity of water issued by

the PHE department of
Municipal Corporation
Jagdalpur from taps for
drinking water, the sam-
ples of water that came
through the teams from
the laboratory of the PHE
department were tested. In
the investigation report,
the report of water con-
taining 165.3 grade soil
was found. Opposing the
poor system of drinking
water, a committee was

constituted for the func-
tioning of the drinking
water treatment plant op-
erated by the corporation
and demanded to be inves-
tigated. Chand said that
the water sample is con-
taining 165.3 grade soil,
Which is not fit for human
consumption according to
the rules. According to ex-
perts, only water from
grade 1 to 5 is considered
potable for human beings.

Ensuring supply of potable drinking water is JMC’s prime job: Nag

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 24:
Jagdalpur Municipal
corporation (JMC) sup-
plies water to more than
18000 families in the
area everyday through
water tanks and
borewells. In the past, a
complaint was made re-
garding the supply of
contaminated water.

JMC Commissioner
Dinesh Kumar Nag said
that, if there is supply of
contaminated and dirty
water anywhere in the
house or locality of a
person living in the city,

they do not have to
worry about complain-
ing. Complaints related
to contaminated drink-
ing water supply can be
lodged only by calling on
the number Nidan 1100.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh
Kumar Nag while di-
recting the employees
on Saturday said that,
particular attention
should be paid on sup-
ply of quality water.
Drinking water should
be supplied only after
ensuring its purity.
Where there is daily
water supply, the water

there should be tested,
and to ensure that the el-
ements present in the
water remain in fixed
quantity as per the stan-
dards set, for this,
Chlorine should be
mixed with Alum,
bleaching powder and
lime according to the set
criteria. Any negligence
in this work will not be
tolerated. He said that
clean drinking water is
the right of the people
and it is our responsibil-
ity to provide it. He said
that strict action would
be taken against the
erring employees.

AAP’s public relations campaign in full swing

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 24: Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) state-
wide ‘Gaon, Mohalla
Jansampark’ (GMJ) cam-
paign is going on at the
grass-root level in
Chitrakoot Vidhan Sabha
(VS). AAP’s state supervi-
sor Chitrakoot VS Samir
Khan reached Chitrakoot
on Sunday and collected in-
formation by holding turn-
by-turn meetings with all
the team leaders and office
bearers.

AAP leader Samir Khan
informed that on the in-
structions of state presi-
dent Komal Hupendi, he

reached Chitrakoot VS to
inquire about the activities
of the party. A meeting was
held with all the workers
and everyone was asked to
inform the people about
the historic steps and work
of Delhi and Punjab gov-
ernment. Every poor child
in Delhi is getting good ed-
ucation; the test and treat-
ment of a sick person is

free, electricity bill also
comes to zero. To form
such a government in
Chhattisgarh, he talked
about reaching every vil-
lage, every house. He said
that people are very much
influenced by the work of
AAP and now people have
developed more confidence
on it.So it is necessary to
provide door-to-door infor-

mation about the honest
working of Kejriwal’s gov-
ernment in Delhi and
Punjab. So that it paves
way to form the govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh and
to implement the facilities
like Delhi, theere is just
need to make people aware
and connect with the party.

State supervisor and dis-
trict in-charge said that all

the workers have been
given the task of connect-
ing with the party by mak-
ing people aware by visit-
ing all the villages till July
30. He said people want
change and people now
have Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as a better option.

Speaking about living up
to the expectations of the
people, he motivated the
workers to reach every
house. AAP leader Samir
Khan said that many social
people of Chitrakoot VS
have been met. Soon the
process of including them
in the party will be carried
out. He said that people of
the area are joining AAP in
large numbers every day.
People are very fond of
Kejriwal’s honest policies,
he claimed.

Pranavananda Academy students
shine In CBSE Class XII & X exams

Raipur, Jul 24: A proud
and elated moment for the
Pranavananda Academy
again. The students of
class X and XII brought
glory to the school. In class
XII Science stream. First
place was bagged by
Priyanshi Roy with 97.4%,
Second by Aditya Nayak &
Himanshu Bisht with
91.4%, Third by Khushi
Ahuja with 90.6%and fol-
lowed by  Akshay Andani (
Commerce stream) with

89.6 % respectively.
Students individual

subject score:
Priyanshi Roy scored

99% marks in Physics,
Chemistry & Biology.

Aditya Nayak scored
97% marks in Computer
Science & 95 % marks in
Physics.

Himanshu Bisht scored
95 % marks in Physics.

Khushi Ahuja scored 95
% marks in Biology.

Akshay Andani scored

95 % marks in
Accountancy.

Deboleena Banerjee
Scored 95 % marks in
Physical Education.

In class X, Aditi Dubey
got First place in the
school with 93.3% and
Sangam Yadav stood at
Second place with 92.6%.
Third  place was secured
by Ravi Dayal with 91.5%.
Besides, Jasraj Chanana
got 85.2% and Akash
Singh got 85%  and made

the school proud by their
excellent performance.

Students individual
subject score:

Sangam Yadav scored 99
% marks in Applied
Mathematics &
Information Technology.

Aditi Dubey scored97 %
marks in Hindi Course A,
96 % marks in
Information Technology &
95 % marks in Science &
Social Science.

Ravi Dayal scored 96 %
marks inSocial Science &
Information Technology.

School Secretary Swami
Shivarupananda Maharaj
and Principal Mrs.
Anindita Ghosh congratu-
lated the students of Class
X & XII for their excellent
performance in CBSE
Examination.

Vedanta BALCO supported school
students bring laurels 

Korba, (Balconagar), Jul 24: 

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer
and a subsidiary of
Vedanta Aluminium is
committed to improving
the quality of education
in Balconagar, Korba. In
a recent feat of achieve-
ment, BALCO supported
DPS school students,
Anadi Agrawal of Class
XII from Commerce
Stream topped the dis-
trict with 97.6% marks
and Srijani Ray of class
X topped the district
with 99% marks.

In class XII results,
Shraddha Singh from
Science Stream secured
2nd position with 96.6%
marks. Total 11 students
secured 90% and above
marks. 94% students
have secured first divi-
sion and above. In class

X results, Md Shams se-
cured 2nd position with
98.4% marks and
Akshansh Namdeo se-
cured 3rd position with
97.8%. Total 38 students
have secured 90% and
above marks. Almost all
the students secured
first division or higher
marks. Ten students se-
cured 100 marks in
English, Sanskrit,
Mathematics Basic,
Mathematics Standard &
Social Science.

BALCO supported
Delhi Public School
BALCO, Korba (C.G.)
was established in the
year 2012 to provide
quality education to the
children living in and
around Balco Township.
The school is affiliated to
the Central Board of
Secondary Education,
New Delhi. Since its in-
ception, the institution

has been rendering its
commendable services
to the society in the form
of nurturing global citi-
zens.

Within a short span of
time the school has dis-
tinguished itself in the
field of education as well
as in the various cultur-
al and sports activities.

Extending his congrat-
ulations to the students
for their academic per-
formance Abhijit Pati,
CEO & Director, BALCO
said, “BALCO is commit-
ted to the growth and de-
velopment of its younger
family members along
with bolstering the edu-
cational facilities in the
region. Education is one
of our focus areas for
socio-economic interven-
tions in community, for
we believe that access to
quality education can
bring about a sea-change

in grassroots. We are
happy to see our efforts
become fruitful in trans-
forming the education
landscape in
Balconagar.”

Sharing his feeling of
joy and delight, Mr.
Kailash Pawar,
Principal, DPS BALCO,
said, “The exemplary re-
sult of our students is
significant with the fact
that they didn’t attend
school for two years
straight and hence, faced
difficulties during this
time. It was more diffi-
cult for class XII stu-
dents as they gave the
exam in a hybrid mode
(both online and offline).
Despite all the adversi-
ties and the bad times of
pandemic, our students
sailed through and came
with flying colours
which is very satisfy-
ing.”

Rift in Ch’garh Cong 

CM Baghel, rival Singh Deo to
meet top party leadership

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and his cabinet
colleague and rival T S
Singh Deo will meet the
Congress high command
here on Sunday amid the
continuing turf war be-
tween the two.

Baghel is likely to raise
with the Congress leader-
ship the issue of his dif-
ferences with state minis-
ter Singh Deo, who he al-
leges has given the BJP a
handle to attack the
party, sources said.

Deo had recently ten-
dered his resignation as
Panchayat Minister, say-
ing no funds were made
available to his depart-
ment and hence no work
could be undertaken on
the PM Awas Yojna to
provide houses to the
poor.

Baghel is in Delhi to
participate in the
Congress’ strategy meet
ahead of the Himachal
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions. He is the chief ob-
server for the assembly
polls in Himachal
Pradesh slated later this
year. Singh Deo, who was

in Bhopal, too left for
Delhi on Saturday and
will be seeking a meeting
with the top Congress
leaders, sources close to
him said.

The development sug-
gested that the tussle be-
tween the two Congress
leaders was intensifying
with Assembly elections
more than a year away.

On July 16, Singh Deo
resigned as the minister
of Panchayat and Rural
Development, though he
retained his other portfo-
lios. In June 2021, the ri-
valry between Baghel
and Singh Deo had come

to the fore for a brief pe-
riod after Baghel com-
pleted half term as chief
minister. Singh Deo’s
supporters claimed that
as per an understanding
reached in 2018, he was
supposed to take over
after Baghel completed
half of his term. While
Singh Deo later backed
down after both the lead-
ers visited Delhi and met
the party high command,
recently he voiced oppo-
sition to coal mine proj-
ects in the Hasdeo Arand
forest area of Surguja
district, and hinted that
the truce was over.

In Chitrakoot 
VS area

p In Class 12th &
10thBoard Exams

Priyanshi Roy Aditya Nayak Himanshu Bisht Aditi Dubey Sangam Yadav

Lodge complain
about dirty water
supply on 1100
number
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Sukma, Jul 24: 

A meeting of District
Level Child Protection
Committee and Sakhi
Steering Committee was
organized under the
chairmanship of District
Collector Shri Haris S.

Important points relat-
ed to Integrated Child
Protection Scheme, Child
Welfare Committee,
Juvenile Justice Board,
Bastar Sevak Mandal
Children’s Home, District
Task Force, Sakhi Center
were discussed in the
meeting.

The collector reviewed
the cases registered in
various units, their dis-
posal and pending cases
in detail. The Collector
said that there is a need to
work with full sympathy
and dedication towards
the children residing in

the care of other chil-
dren’s homes including
Bastar Sevak Mandal. He
said that it is the moral re-
sponsibility of all of us to
make these children de-
cent citizens and build
their future, which is pos-
sible only with better edu-
cation, practical sensitivi-
ty and mutual guidance.

The concerned in child
rights were directed by
the Collector to complete

all the necessary actions
on time to connect the
children appearing before
the Child Welfare
Committee and the
Juvenile Justice Board
with the main stream of
the society. During the re-
view, it was told that the
hand surgery of Sukka re-
siding in Bastar Sevak
Mandal Children’s Home
Sukma was done in which
assistance was provided

by Children’s Home
District Child Protection
Unit and Child Line. C-3
District Coordinator
Mahesh Jharkar in-
formed that on receipt of
information about child
marriage, child abuse,
child labor etc., the identi-
ty of the person giving in-
formation is kept confi-
dential after giving infor-
mation on the child
helpline number 1098.

The meeting was at-
tended by District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Deputy
Collector Dulichand
Banjare, District Women
and Child Development
Officer Bismita Patle,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer and Civil Surgeon
Yashwant Dhruv, DCPO
Jitendra Baghel, mem-
bers of the committee
were present.

Create awareness in the general
public regarding child protection: DC

Mahasamund, Jul 24:

Two police personnel,
two revenue employee and
three passengers were in-
jured when a Hywa loaded
with sand hit the passen-
gers bus of Royal from be-
hind during checking by
revenue employees and po-
lice personnel near a pan-
dal, ahead of Ghodari
bridge on NH-53 in the
morning on Friday. One of
the person seriously in-
jured in this has been re-
ferred to Raipur and is re-
ported to be stable. The
Royal bus was stopped in
view of call for VS gherao
by Asst. Teachers here on
Friday.

Actually the bus was
coming from Saraipali to
Raipur and it was stopped
near Ghodari bridge for
checking. It was all of sud-

den a Hywa loaded with
sand came from behind
and hit the bus. Due to this
the bus moved ahead and
entered inside the ‘pandal’
with police personnel and
revenue employees check-
ing the passenger buses
and hit the wall behind the
‘pandal’. With main front
window pane of the bus
getting broken, three pas-
sengers suffered common

injuries and two from rev-
enue staff and two police
personnel got injured. One
of the head constable S
Bharadwaj is reported to
be critical and referred to
Raipur. Rest of the injured
passengers and revenue
staff were treated at the
District Hospital.

It is learnt that
Bhardwaj suffered injured
in his leg and head and po-

lice has filed a case against
the Hywa driver. After the
incident taking advantage
of the crowd the driver of
this Hywa managed to es-
cape. The area where the
vehicles were checked is
bit curvy and ‘Pandal’ can-
not be seen from the main
entrance. Kotwali police
has filed a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

Seven injured, one serious as
Hywa dashed passenger bus

During checking near Ghodari on NH-53

Mainpur, Jul 24: 

At the collector’s public
grievance camp organized

after three years villagers
attended in large number
with their problems before
the collector. Amidst driz-

zle villagers in large num-
ber came from far off with
their problems. Collector
Prabhat Malik reached
community hall at 10 am
and inspected all the stalls
set up by the different de-
partments and gave strict
instructions to the offi-
cials to seriously attend all
the applications received
at the camp and also offer
solution to them. In the
camp a stage was prepared
for the collector but he pre-
ferred to sit among the vil-
lagers instead of sitting on
the stage. In the camp
about 233 applications
were received and out of
them 218 were of de-
mands, 15 of complaints.
In the camp 86 applica-
tions were offered solution
on the spot and rest were
directed to be solved with-
in a stipulated time.

Villagers flock in at Collector’s
public grievance camp

Bacheli, Jul 24: Result
Day marks the end of the
academic year with the an-
nouncement of Results of
students for their academ-
ic performance over the
year. CBSE had released
its X and XII Board Result
on 22nd July, 2022. The stu-
dents of Classes X and XII
of DAV Public School,
Bacheli too came out with
flying colours.

In science stream
Aastha Paul Nandi stood
first with 81% followed by
Kashish Sarwa with 80.4%

stood second and Chandra
Ku. Sahu bagged the third
position with 75.2%. In
Commerce Stream, Charvi
Sharma stood first with
77.8% followed by
Shashank Sahu with
76.8% as second and R.
Naveen Kumar with 75.4%
stood third.

While throwing a glance
at the X Board Result,
Ashutosh Singh Thakur
stood first with 85.8%
Prerna Mandal stood sec-
ond with 85.4% and.
Ruchit Shende stood third

with 83.2%. The Principal -
Dr. Chetna Sharma
blessed every student with
blissful words and con-
gratulated the students,
their parents and teachers
for the success.

She expressed her heart-
felt gratitude towards the
NMDC Management
Bacheli for the timely sup-
port.

DAV Parivaar Bacheli
showered blessings upon
all the achievers and
wished them a bright fu-
ture ahead.

Blissful moment for DAV Public School Bacheli

Aastha Paul Nandi           Charvi Sharma           Ashutosh Thakur           Prerna Mandal

Vishrampuri, Jul 24:
DAV Mukhyamatri
Public School
Honawandi affiliated to
CBSE organized sports
meet for the students
from LKG to Class II stu-
dents. The events organ-
ized were packing the
bag and balloon race. For
the students from Class
III to VIII tug-of-war
event was organized. For
the students from Class

IX to XII carom and
chess competition along
with shot put competi-
tion was also organized.
The students were divid-
ed into four groups (
Rigveda, Yajurveda,
Samveda and
Atharveda). In course of
the competition princi-
pal B Padmavati Rao ex-
tended her best wishes
and congratulated the
winning students.

DAV Mukhyamatri Public
School organizes sports meet

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuull  2244::

Former BJP MP Chandulal
Sahu commenting upon the
tendering of resignation by
the State’s Health Minister TS
Singh Deo said that all the
words and decision taken by
the Minister reflects the
amount of mental tension by
the CM against the Minister in
view of issue which sparked
controversy over sharing of
power in the state and it is
clearly reflected in the words
used in the four-page letter
sent to the CM by the
Minister.

Ex-MP BJP Chandulal Sahu
charged that CM Baghel has
made him like a soldier with-
out arms and ammunition and
this is the condition of more
or less the entire cabinet. 

He charged that the CM
Baghel had formed cabinet
with 12 Ministers, but their
remote is in his hand. Sahu

further charged that due to
lack of decision by CM
Baghel, around 8 lakh poor
and needy families in
Chhattisgarh could  not get
shelter in the state to live. Not
only this he misused the PESA
Act against the innocent tribal
brothers and sisters and
caused mental harassment to
them and this is not the alle-
gations by BJP, but the Health
Minister himself. 

Ex-MP Sahu further said
that in the letter by the Health
Minister has highlighted the
policies and system going
against the democratic sys-
tem in the state and increas-
ing power of bureaucracy. 

He charged that the gov-
ernment officers of CG are
busy in filling their coffers
and this is clearly indicated by
recent raids by ED against the
close associates of CM and
other Ministers in the state. 

BJP ex-MP charged that the
important member of
Congress and senior Minister
in the Baghel’s government
through this letter has show
mirror to the Chief Minister
about the ground-realities and
demanded CM to beg an apol-
ogy for the injustice done with
8 lakh poor and needy families
and innocent tribals through
PESA Act and if at all he is left
with some morality, he should
tender resignation.

Letter by Health Minister shows
power of bureaucracy: Sahu

Pandaria, Jul 24: 

There is a gathering of
cattle on all the main
roads of Pandaria-nagar,
due to which the traffic
keeps getting disrupted.
There is no effect of the
Roka-Cheka campaign in
the city and rural areas
and cattle are sitting on
the roads day and night. At
the same time, in rural
areas also cattle are seen
on the road and in the
fields.

Tehsil Office of the city,
Padhi Chowk, Gandhi
Chowk, Lormi Marg, and
in many places, 40 to 50
cattle herds are active on
the roads and market
places. Nagar Panchayat is
not taking any steps to
stop these cattle and the
stray cattle are not kept
even in Kanji House.

It is said that the owners
do not even come to take

the cattle when they keep
cattle in Kanji House, due
to which the Nagar
Panchayat also refrains
from taking action, but the
residents and passers-by
have to bear the brunt of
this. Accidents are hap-
pening continuously due
to the cattle sitting in the
streets of the city.
Sometimes cattle are get-

ting into the accident and
sometimes the pedestrians
are getting into the acci-
dent.

Two cattle were in-
formed dead near Padhi
Mor in Kukdoor Road on
Sunday night and earlier,
three-four times bike rid-
ers have also met with ac-
cidents at this place due to
these cattle.

Cattle on roads causing accidents

What officer says:

“The cattle owners
will be informed after
making a declaration to
keep them in the hous-
es. Action will be taken
by registering FIR
against the owners who
do not keep the animals
in the houses.”

Rajin Gaikwad,
President, Nagar

Panchayat, Pandaria.

Korba, Jul 24:

Collector Sanjeev Jha
conducted inspection of
‘Ashram’, ‘Hospital’ and
Swami Atmanand
Government English
Medium School
(SAGEMS) in remote for-
est area on Wednesday.
During this Collector in-
spected Tribal Girl’s
Hostel in Gram Lainga of
block hq’s Podiuproda
and newly sanctioned
SAGEMS School in Gram
Korbi and PHC in Pasan.

Reaching PHC Pasan,
Collector took stock of
health facilities in the
PHC and along with this
he also inspected the con-
struction of new pond in
Gram Dullapur under
Amrut Sarovar Mission.
During inspection in PHC

Pasan, he talked to the pa-
tients about the treatment
facility being provided
and medicines. He in-
spected the dressing
room, labour room and
medicine storage room in
PHC and also took infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of staff in the PHC.

In PHC, Rural Health
convener PK Prasad was

found to be absent with-
out prior intimation and
on this Collector ex-
pressed annoyance and
directed the officers to
mark him absent and
issue show-cause notice
to him. With demand for
posting of an MBBS doc-
tor in PHC, Collector in
turn assured the patients
about a posting there

soon. During this CEO
District Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, SDM Podiuproda
Nandji Pandey, DEO JP
Bharadwaj, District
Mission co-ordinator SK
Ambasth, Janpad
Panchayat Podiuproda
CEO Raj Kanwar and
other officers and em-
ployees were present.
Collector inspects

SAGEMS in Pasan, Korbi
Collector Sanjeev Jha

on reaching Govt. Girl’s
HS School Pasan and
Govt HS School Korbi,
Chotia took stock of in-
frastructure and educa-
tion system. Both these
schools will be run as
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School.
Collector inspected the
number of rooms in the
School, practical room,
sports ground, drinking
water and electricity
arrangements.

He also took informa-
tion about the number of
applications received for
admission in SAGEMS
from the Principal.

He directed the officers
present to ensure all edu-
cational facilities for
studies in both the
Schools and at both these
places he also held talks
with the local public rep-
resentatives.

Collector conducts surprise inspection of SAGEMS, PHC
 In Gram 

Korbi and Pasan

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2244::  Crocodile
has once again been spotted
in Morthpal of Tokapal, locat-
ed just 10 km from Bastar dis-
trict headquarters. There is
fear among the people after
seeing a large size adult croc-
odile in the Koir nullah. 

Due to the opening of the
weather in Bastar district, on
the banks of the drain, a croc-
odile was seen resting outside
in open sun. Villagers cap-
tured the video of the croco-

dile in their mobile. Even
before this, a crocodile was
seen in the same drain last
year.

Morthpal’s villager Bablu
informed that even 1 year ago
a crocodile was seen in this
drain, but its size was small,
the size of the crocodile seen
this morning is big. He
informed that the villagers
have given information about
the sighting of crocodile to
the forest department.

Large size crocodile
spotted in Koir Nala

CChhuurriikkaallaa,,  JJuull  2244:: The power
system of the city is not
improving even in the rainy
season, and the power supply
continues to come and go for
24 hours stretch. In protest
against the electricity depart-
ment regarding the poor sys-
tem of electricity, once again
the idea of people’s movement
has started by the townspeo-
ple, which can be done any-
time.  It is to be known that the
electricity system of the city
area was completely broken
before the arrival of summer,
when supply was cut citing
maintenance of electricity, but
even in the rain, the night is
being spent in the dark amidst

the poor system of electricity.
At the same time, on asking the
officer sitting in the Vighut
Mandal, no strong reply comes
from their part.  A memoran-
dum has also been given to the
Chief Engineer by the munici-
pal councilor, Alderman,
regarding the same. It is note-
worthy that electricity is being
flown from the Nagar
Panchayat Chhuri sub-station
to the far-flung urban and rural
areas, including the city, which
has been demanded to sepa-
rate the feeder from the rural
section, but till now due to the
stubbornness of the officials it
has not been separated, living
the residents in a lurch.

Residents protest against
power cut during monsoon FLOODED ROAD

Vehicles wade through a flooded road following monsoon rains in Ajmer, Sunday, July 24.

AMIT SHAH IN A PROGRAMME

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during ‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj Shatabdi Mahotsav’ programme, in Ahmedabad,
Sunday, July 24.
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3 people die
Sangareddy (T’gana):
Three people died and
two others were in-
jured in rain-related
incidents in Medak
and Siddipet districts
of Telangana on
Sunday, police said.
According to
Chegunta Sub
Inspector of Police
Prakash Goud, two
people died on the
spot and two others
were injured in
Reddipally village
when a compound
wall fell on a room
where four workers of
a factory were sleep-
ing. The deceased
were natives of Bihar
and identified as
Ranbek (55) and Vir
Yadav (48).

Man rapes 
minor girl 

Bhopal: A man al-
legedly raped an
eight-year-old girl in
the toilet of a govern-
ment school in
Madhya Pradesh capi-
tal Bhopal, police said
on Sunday. The inci-
dent took place on
Friday during the
school lunch time.
The police on
Saturday arrested the
26-year-old accused,
who is the husband of
a woman sanitation
worker at the educa-
tional institution, in-
spector Vijay Sisodia
told PTI. The accused
and his wife resided
on the school campus,
he said.

Sex racket busted 
Thane: Police have
busted a flesh trade
racket operating in
Maharashtra’s Thane
city and rescued three
women, an official
said on Sunday. One of
the rescued women,
aged 22 and hailing
from West Bengal,
told the police that
she was compelled to
take up prostitution
to pay for the medical
treatment of her fa-
ther who was suffer-
ing from tuberculosis,
said senior police in-
spector Mahesh Patil
from the anti-human
trafficking cell. Based
on a tip-off, the police
laid a trap on Friday
evening by sending a
decoy customer near
a restaurant in Wagle
Estate area here.

4 dead
Banihal/Jammu:
Four people died and
as many were injured
in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ramban
district on Sunday
when the vehicle they
were travelling in
skidded off a road and
rolled down a gorge,
officials said. The ac-
cident took place on a
link road in the Higni-
Badarkoot belt, they
said, adding that the
injured have been
hospitalised. The
dead were identified
as Haza Begum and
Abdul Rasheed, resi-
dents of Shagan
Ramsoo, Zahida
Begum and Mushtaq
Ahmed.

Woman assaulted
Mumbai: A road
rage incident in
Mumbai led to the
abduction of a 37-
year-old beautician
riding a two-wheeler
allegedly by a man
and his sister in sub-
urban Khar, follow-
ing which three per-
sons were arrested
on Sunday, police
said. The accused
woman, whose car
dashed against the
two-wheeler of the
beautician, is identi-
fied as Aaya
Kadawala and her
brother as Faiz
Kadawala, an 
official said.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Congress on
Sunday demanded an apol-
ogy from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
chief J P Nadda over BJP
spokesperson Prem
Shukla’s usage of “inde-
cent language” for Sonia
Gandhi, and warned of fil-
ing a defamation suit in
case this is repeated.

In a letter to BJP chief
Nadda, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
said the Congress regis-
ters its strong objection to
the “abusive and inde-
cent” language used for
Gandhi by Shukla during
a discussion on a national
news channel on July 23.

Top leaders and
spokespersons of BJP, who
talk about culture, have re-
peatedly used objection-
able language against re-
spected women of the
country, especially the 75-
year-old president of a na-
tional party, Ramesh said.

“Using abusive words
for the leaders of the oppo-
sition shows the anti-
women thinking of the
BJP. Due to such objection-
able remarks, the level of
politics of the country is
going down,” he said.

Respect for women has
been a great tradition of
India since Vedic times
and therefore decency in
politics and respectful be-
haviour towards women is
naturally expected from
the ruling BJP, but the
party has repeatedly dis-
appointed us with its lan-
guage and behaviour,
Ramesh said in his letter
to Nadda.

“Our appeal to Prime
Minister Modi ji and you
is to apologise to the
women of the country for
the shameful and indecent
rhetoric of your party
leaders, as well as ask your
spokespersons and leaders
not to hurt the dignity of
politics and refrain from
abusive language,” he

said. “The repetition of in-
appropriate language for
our President or any other
leader will force us to take
legal steps such as a
defamation suit,” Ramesh
warned.

Earlier, in a statement,
Ramesh said the remarks
by Shukla had exposed the
BJP’s ‘anti-women’ face.

The objectionable lan-
guage of the BJP’s nation-
al spokesperson shows
that the BJP neither has
respect for women, nor
does the party believe in
decency in politics,
Ramesh said.

This is not the first time
a BJP leader has used abu-
sive language against
women, he said.

The country knows that
many BJP leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Modi,
have made “objectionable”
comments against the re-
spected women of the
country and especially op-
position leaders, he al-
leged.

Cong slams BJP for ‘objectionable’
remarks against Sonia Gandhi

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI):

The TMC on Sunday de-
manded a time-bound in-
vestigation in the
Enforcement Directorate
case against arrested
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee, asserting the
party will not interfere po-
litically if any leader has
done anything wrong.

ED personnel had on
July 22 carried out raids at
various places in Bengal
as part of their probe into

the money trail involved
in a teacher recruitment
scam at government-spon-
sored and aided schools.

Crores of rupees in cash
along with other items
were allegedly recovered
from the residence of a
woman, who apparently
happens to be a close asso-
ciate of Chatterjee, the in-
dustries minister who ear-
lier held the education
portfolio, according to
sources.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the informa-
tion.

Speaking to reporters,
TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said that the party
has no connection with
the woman from whose
possession the huge
amount of cash was recov-
ered.

School job scam: TMC 
seeks time-bound probe in

ED case against minister

Partha Chatterjee

New Delhi, July 24 (PTI):

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday al-
leged that the Centre tried
to hijack an event of the
Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment at the Asola Wildlife
Sanctuary with the Delhi
Police putting up banners
carrying pictures of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the venue last
night.

He said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was supposed to attend the
event but has now decided
not to participate in it.

Rai alleged the Delhi
Police acted on the direc-
tions of the prime minis-
ter’s office.

“Last night, the Delhi
Police reached the venue
of the event and took con-
trol of the area. They

forcibly put up banners
carrying pictures of PM
Modi... The banners be-
longing to the AAP gov-
ernment were torn off,”
Rai alleged at a press con-
ference.

The Delhi Police
warned people not to
touch banners carrying
pictures of PM Modi, he
claimed. Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal were sup-
posed to attend the event

and all preparations had
been made, he said. “An
event of the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has been turned
into a political event of
PM Modi. The Delhi chief
minister and I have now
decided not to participate
in the programme,” he
said. Rai said the incident
showed that PM Modi is
afraid of Kejriwal.

“Attempts are being
made to malign our gov-
ernment. Satyendar Jain
was arrested on frivolous
charges. Now a conspiracy
is being hatched to arrest
Deputy Chief Minister
(Manish Sidodia). The CM
had to go to Singapore but
the file was stalled,” he
said. “The police are sup-
posed to ensure the safety
and security of people and
not put up banners of PM
Modi,” he said.

Centre tried to hijack AAP 
govt plantation event: Gopal Rai

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday said a separate iso-
lation ward has been set
up at the Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Hospital (LNJP)
here for patients affected
by monkeypox.

A 34-year-old man from
the national capital with
no history of foreign trav-
el has tested positive for
monkeypox.This is the
fourth case of the disease
being reported in India.

Asking people not to
panic, Kejriwal said the
patient is stable and recov-
ering. “The patient is sta-
ble and recovering. There
is no need to panic. The sit-
uation is under control.We
have made a separate iso-
lation ward at LNJP. Our
best team is on the case to

prevent the spread and
protect Delhiites,” he
tweeted. Three cases of
monkeypox had earlier
been reported from
Kerala. The WHO had on
Saturday declared mon-
keypox as a global public
health emergency of inter-
national concern.

Monkeypox virus is
transmitted from infected
animals to humans via in-
direct or direct contact.
Human-to-human trans-
mission can occur through
direct contact with infec-
tious skin or lesions, in-
cluding face-to-face, skin-
to-skin, and respiratory
droplets.

Globally, over 16,000
cases of monkeypox have
been reported from 75
countries and there have
been five deaths so far due
to the outbreak.

Separate isolation ward set
up at Delhi’s LNJP Hospital for

treating monkeypox cases

Chennai, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Madras High Court
has brought back a misap-
propriation and breach of
trust case involving
crores of rupees and gold
idols, back to the
Sivakanchi police over
four years after an Idol
Wing SIT had taken it up
for probe.

Following a complaint
from one Annamalai, the
Sivakanchi police regis-
tered a case against
Sthapathi (sculptor)
Muthiah and Masilamani,
an official of the Tamil
Nadu government’s
Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) department,
Ekambareswarar temple
Sthanikars and the
Executive Officer in
December 2017.

According to the com-
plaint, the HR&CE
Commissioner in
December, 2015 had issued
an order for making a new
panchaloha idol of
‘Somaskandar’ and
‘Sivagami’ with 5 per cent
gold, 1 per cent silver, 12
per cent brass, 80 per cent
copper and 2 per cent lead
weighing a total 65 kilo-
grams.

For making the two
idols, 5.750 kg of gold, 1.8
kg of silver, 13.8 kg of
brass, 91.35 kg of copper
and 33 kg of lead were or-
dered. But it was misused
by Sthapathy Murugesan,
the temple EO and the
Sthanikars Rajappan,
Senthil, Krishnamoorthy,
Sankaran, Bharath
Kumar and Vinoth
Kumar, the complainant
said.

Both Muthiah, the
Chief Sthapathy and
Masilamani, the
Sthapathy, came to the
temple in December, 2015
and collected crores of ru-
pees and more than 100 kg
of gold from the public
without issuing receipts,
according to the com-
plainant.

Thereby they had com-
mitted fraud and breach
of trust. The
Somaskandar idol was
cast without any gold by
Masilamani. Further, the
idols cast were not veri-
fied and brought on
record as per Section
29(1)(d) of HR&CE Act,
the complaint alleged.

Aggrieved, all the ac-
cused filed a batch of
criminal petitions to
quash the FIR in the
crime.

HC brings breach of trust case 
back to Sivakanchi police for probe

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Delhi government
has identified Chandni
Chowk and Majnu Ka Tila
to be developed as food
hubs in the first phase of
the AAP-led dispensa-
tion’s ambitious project to
popularise the city as the
food capital, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Sunday.

Chandni Chowk and
Majnu Ka Tila will be de-
veloped as food hubs in the
first phase of the Delhi
government’s ambitious
project to popularise the
city as the food capital,
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said on Sunday.

During an online brief-
ing, Kejriwal said Delhi is
known as the food capital,

but with the development
of these food hubs, the city
will actually live up to its
name. “Delhi has various
food hubs known for serv-
ing different cuisines.
Some of the hubs serve all
varieties of food. So, in the
first phase, we will develop
Majnu Ka Tila, a favourite
of the Delhi University
students, and Chandni
Chowk food hubs.

Chandni Chowk, Majnu 
Ka Tila to be developed as

food parks: Kejriwal
Rairangpur (Odisha),
Jul 24 (PTI): With
Droupadi Murmu set to
take oath as the first tribal
President of the country
on Monday, her neigh-
bours and friends back
home are confused over
how to address their
amigo the next time they
meet her.

Ramachandra Murmu,
a farmer of Uparbeda vil-
lage in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district, said
everyone in the president-
elect’s hometown is proud
of her achievements, but
I am not sure if I should
use tu’ (informal address)
or aap’ (address with re-
spect) when we talk next .

Ramachandra, who was
her classmate in
Government Upper
Primary School in

Uparbeda, recalled that
the two would often
shared food from the
same plate on the school
campus.

We all took part in
sporting activities togeth-
er. All these year, I have
used tu’ to address her.
Things have changed
now. I am not sure if I
can use tu’ for the first cit-
izen of India. How can a
farmer be on equal terms
with the President, he
said, taking a break from
his field work.

Talking more about
Murmu, he said, Her fam-
ily had landed property,
which did not generate
revenue. She was a simple
and amicable girl who
wore the same frock to
school. Another friend,
Govind Majhi, said that

he had last met Murmu
when she was the gover-
nor of Jharkhand

She had visited my
home as the governor of
Jharkhand, Back then, we
conversed like we always
did. She is a very down-to-
earth person.

There was no formality
involved. Now, however, I
am not so sure. I don’t
know if I could talk infor-
mally with the country’s
president, he said.

Majhi also looked back
on their school days with
fondness, and said, She
was among the brightest
students in school.

I had to drop out due to
poverty. She would often
invite me to her home for
lunch. I remember having
pakhal bhaat’ at her
place.

Not sure if we could still address Murmu
informally, say friends back home

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Thirty-year-old Iraqi na-
tional Mohsin Ali (name
changed), a victim of war,
is undergoing treatment
for spinal issues and mas-
sive bedsores at a private
hospital in the national
capital. He was wounded
in 2016 and doctors in his
country had given up on
him. Once the travel re-
strictions were lifted, he
visited India this year and
is in a stable condition
now. With many like Ali
who were awaiting the re-
laxation of restrictions to
fly to India for better treat-
ment outcomes, hospitals
and industry players say
medical tourism is bounc-
ing back after a lull during
the Covid times. Cost effec-
tiveness and presence of
good hospitals in India

make the country a pre-
ferred destination for
many international pa-
tients, according to ex-
perts. Danish Ahmed, co-
founder and CEO of
Healthtrip, a health travel
company which facilitates
the treatment of foreign
patients in India, said only
10 per cent of its patients
were able to fly to the
country since flights were
restricted during Covid.

“Many of our patients
lost their lives because
they couldn’t come to
India,” he told PTI.
Ahmed’s firm facilitated
Ali’s treatment here.

When a few flights were
allowed to operate, the gov-
ernment included
Bangladesh and Iraq in
the select countries, which
helped a large number of
patients, he recounted.

Medical tourism back on
course after Covid lull: Experts
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EMPTY TEMPLE

The archaeological site of the Temple of Olympian Zeus is almost empty of visitors, as high temperatures are ex-
pected to reach 40 degrees Celsius, in Athens, on July 24. The country is in the grip of a heatwave that began on July
23 and should last a few days. Temperatures are expected to reach 42 degrees Celsius (107 degrees Fahrenheit) in
some regions.

Kyiv, Jul 24 (AP):

Russian defence min-
istry officials on Sunday
insisted that an airstrike
on the port of Odesa less
than a day after Russia
and Ukraine signed an
agreement on resuming
grain shipments from
there had hit only military
targets.

In the seaport in the city
of Odesa, on the territory
of a shipyard, sea-based
high-precision long-range
missiles destroyed a
docked Ukrainian warship
and a warehouse with

Harpoon anti-ship mis-
siles supplied by the US to
the Kyiv regime, ministry
spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said at a
daily briefing.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
in his nightly televised ad-
dress Saturday evening
that the attack on Odesa
destroyed the very possi-
bility of dialogue with
Russia.

The Ukrainian military
said on Saturday that
Moscow had attacked
Odesa’s sea port with four
cruise missiles, two of

which had been shot down
by Ukrainian air defense.

Command spokes-
woman Nataliya
Humenyuk said that no
grain storage facilities
were hit. Turkey’s defence
minister, however, said he
had had reports from
Ukrainian authorities that
one missile struck a grain
silo while another landed
nearby, although neither
affected loading at Odesa’s
docks.

It was not immediately
clear how the airstrike
would affect plans to re-
sume shipping Ukrainian

grain by sea in safe corri-
dors out of three
Ukrainian Black Sea
ports: Odesa,
Chernomorsk and Yuzhny.

Russia and Ukraine on
Friday signed identical
agreements with the UN
and Turkey in Istanbul
aimed at clearing the way
for the shipment of mil-
lions of tons of desperate-
ly needed Ukrainian
grain, as well as the export
of Russian grain and fer-
tiliser. Senior UN officials
voiced hopes that the deal
would end a months-long
standoff brought about by
the war in Ukraine that
threatened food security
around the globe.

The agreement, ob-
tained by The Associated
Press, committed both
Kyiv and Moscow to re-
fraining from strikes on
the three Black Sea ports.

Elsewhere on Sunday,
Ukrainian authorities re-
ported that Russian
shelling continued to kill
and injure civilians in
Ukraine’s south and east.

The governor of the
eastern Donetsk region,
one of two which make up
Ukraine’s industrial
heartland of the Donbas
and a key focus of Russia’s
offensive, said that two
civilians had been killed
and two more had been in-
jured over the previous 24
hours.

Russia says strike on Ukrainian
port hit military targets

Ukrainian servicemen set up a mortar at the frontline in Kharkiv region, Ukraine.

London, Jul 24 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak on Sunday
focussed on the sensitive
issue of immigration by
promising a healthy dose
of common sense ap-
proach as part of his bid to
win over Conservative
Party voters in the leader-
ship race for a new party
leader to succeed Boris
Johnson as Prime
Minister. The 42-year-old
British Indian former
Chancellor laid out a 10-
point plan to secure the
UK’s borders if he wins in
the Tory members’ postal
ballot, the results of which
will be known on
September 5.

Writing in The Daily
Telegraph’, he also prom-
ised to curb the power of
the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR),
withhold aid money if
countries refuse to take
back failed asylum seekers
and criminals, and use
cruise ships to house ille-
gal migrants. The ECHR
cannot inhibit our ability
to properly control our
borders and we shouldn’t
let it. We need to inject a
healthy dose of common
sense into the system, and
that is what my plan does,

he wrote.
The Tory MP for

Richmond (Yorks) suggest-
ed that the government
has so far failed to deliver
on the Vote Leave Brexit
pledge to take back control
of the country’s borders,
as he describes the coun-
try’s asylum system as
chaotic and broken .

Numbers [of refugees]
should be determined by
need. Our Parliament will
be given control of the
number of refugees we ac-
cept each year, he writes in
the newspaper.

Reviving his Brexit cre-
dentials as someone who
campaigned for Britain to

leave the European Union
(EU) in the 2016 referen-
dum, Sunak pointed out
that immigration and a de-
sire to control Britain’s
borders was one of the fac-
tors that motivated him to-
wards that decision.

He also referenced his
own Indian immigrant
roots as he set out his plan
for a controlled system, a
move seen as appealing to
the extreme right of the
Tory party which has cur-
rently put his opponent in
the race, Liz Truss, in the
lead.As my own family ex-
perienced when they came
to this country over 60
years ago, Britain is a gen-

erous, ambitious and com-
passionate country and
that is something to be
proud of,” he wrote.

“Successive waves of
immigrants have come to
the UK, seeking a better
life and giving so much
back in return. And where
we have a duty for those
seeking asylum - whether
it be those fleeing war-torn
countries such as Ukraine
or escaping persecution as
we are seeing in Hong
Kong we will fulfil it.

But basic human decen-
cy must be accompanied
with hard-headed com-
mon sense. In June 2016,
the people of this country
sent a clear message. I
heard them and as Prime
Minister, I will do what
was promised and take
back control,” he added.

On the controversial
policy of deporting some
illegal migrants to
Rwanda, he declared that
the UK cannot waste large
sums of taxpayers’ money
on the policy only to fall at
the first legal hurdle.

I will make the policy
work and will do whatever
it takes to implement it
and pursue additional sim-
ilar partnerships, he de-
clared.

Rishi Sunak plugs for common
sense’ refugee system as UK PM

Jakarta, Jul 24 (AP) :

The Chinese military has
become significantly more
aggressive and dangerous
over the past five years, the
top US military officer said
during a trip to the Indo-
Pacific that included a stop
Sunday in Indonesia.

Gen Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said the number of in-
tercepts by Chinese aircraft
and ships in the Pacific re-
gion with US and other part-
ner forces has increased sig-
nificantly over that time,
and the number of unsafe
interactions has risen by
similar proportions. The
message is the Chinese mili-
tary, in the air and at sea,

have become significantly
more and noticeably more
aggressive in this particular
region, said Milley, who re-
cently asked his staff to
compile details about inter-
actions between China and
the US and others in the re-
gion. His comments came as
the US redoubles its efforts
to strengthen its relation-
ships with Pacific nations

as a counterbalance to
China, which is trying to ex-
pand its presence and influ-
ence in the region. The
Biden administration con-
siders China its pacing
threat” and America’s pri-
mary long-term security
challenge.

Milley’s trip to the region
is sharply focused on the
China threat.

He will attend a meeting
of Indo-Pacific chiefs of de-
fense this week in Sydney,
Australia, where key topics
will be China’s escalating
military growth and the
need to maintain a free,
open and peaceful Pacific.
US military officials have
also raised alarms about the
possibility that China could

invade Taiwan, the demo-
cratic, self-ruled island that
Beijing views as a break-
away province. China has
stepped up its military
provocations against
Taiwan as it looks to intimi-
date it into unifying with
the communist mainland.
US military officials have
said Beijing wants to be
ready to make a move on the
island by 2027. The US re-
mains Taiwan’s chief ally
and supplier of defense
weapons. U.S. law requires
the government to treat all
threats to the island as mat-
ters of grave concern, but
remains ambiguous on
whether the U.S. military
would defend Taiwan if it
were attacked by China.

Milley: China more aggressive,
dangerous to US, allies

London, Jul 24 (AP):

Protesters turned out
Saturday on the streets of
London and in the
Scottish city of Glasgow
to demand faster action
against climate change fol-
lowing the record-smash-
ing temperatures that
scorched the UK this
week.

Activist groups includ-
ing Just Stop Oil and
Insulate Britain led pro-
testers in a sit-in on
Parliament Square in
London to demand that
the Conservative govern-
ment stop giving new li-
censes for oil and gas pro-
duction, tax big polluters
and help people install
more energy efficient
heating in their homes.

Tuesday’s extreme heat-
wave was a warning about
what we will face as the
climate collapses - thou-
sands of deaths, homes
lost to wildfires and emer-
gency services stretched
to breaking point,” said
Indigo Rumbelow from
Just Stop Oil. We are so
unprepared for extreme
heat and it’s only going to
get worse. The UK’s Met
Office weather agency
recorded 40.3 degrees
Celsius (104.5 degrees
Fahrenheit) in England on
Tuesday, the highest-ever
temperature registered in

a country ill-prepared for
such extreme heat. British
summers are usually
quite moderate and few
homes, schools or small
businesses have air-condi-
tioning.

The heat wave para-
lyzed major train net-
works, damaged airport
runways and saw 15 fire
departments across the
country declaring major
incidents. The London
Fire Brigade said that
Tuesday was the busiest
day for firefighters since
World War II. In Glasgow,
climate activists staged a
die-in protest to demand
urgent action to tackle cli-
mate change. Protesters
laid on the ground in one
of the city’s busiest shop-
ping areas, covered in
white sheets with causes
of death including heat
stress, famine and water
scarcity.

We’ve been sounding
the alarm about the global
climate emergency for
years,” said Wolf Saanen,
39. Now it has arrived on
our shores, will those with
the power to change
things finally listen?

Some climate groups
warned they will stage
more disruptive demon-
strations in the autumn to
bring Westminster the
seat of Parliament to a
standstill.

Protesters in UK decry climate
change after record heat wave

California (US), Jul 24 (AP):

A fast-moving brush fire
near Yosemite National
Park exploded in size
Saturday into one of
California’s largest wild-
fires of the year, prompt-
ing evacuation orders for
thousands of people and
shutting off power to more
than 2,000 homes and busi-
nesses. The Oak Fire start-
ed Friday afternoon south-
west of the park near the
town of Midpines in
Mariposa County and by
Saturday had grown to
nearly 19 square miles (48
square kilometers), ac-
cording to the California
Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection, or Cal
Fire. It erupted as fire-
fighters made progress

against an earlier blaze
that burned to the edge of
a grove of giant sequoias
in the southernmost part
of Yosemite park.

Evacuation orders were
put in effect Saturday for
over 6,000 people living
across a several-mile span
in the sparsely populated,
rural area, said Daniel
Patterson, a spokesman
for the Sierra National
Forest. Governor Gavin
Newsom proclaimed a
state of emergency for
Mariposa County on
Saturday due to the effects
of the Oak Fire.

More than 400 firefight-
ers were battling the blaze,
along with helicopters,
other aircraft and bulldoz-
ers, facing tough condi-
tions that included hot

weather, low humidity and
bone-dry vegetation
caused by the worst
drought in decades,
Patterson said.

Explosive fire behavior
is challenging firefighters,
Cal Fire said in a state-
ment Saturday that de-
scribed the Oak Fire’s ac-
tivity as extreme with fre-
quent runs, spot fires and
group torching.

By Saturday morning,
the fire had destroyed 10
residential and commer-
cial structures, damaged
five others and was threat-
ening 2,000 more struc-
tures, Cal Fire said. The
blaze prompted numer-
ous road closures, in-
cluding a shutdown of
Highway 140 between
Carstens Road and
Allred Road blocking
one of the main routes
into Yosemite. California
has experienced increas-
ingly larger and deadlier
wildfires in recent years
as climate change has
made the West much
warmer and drier over
the past 30 years.
Scientists have said
weather will continue to
be more extreme and
wildfires more frequent,
destructive and unpre-
dictable. The fire is mov-
ing quickly. This fire was
throwing embers out in
front of itself for up to 2

California Governor declares emergency
over wildfire near Yosemite

A helicopter drops water on the Oak Fire in unincorporated
Mariposa County, Calif.

Islamabad, Jul 24 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan’s
Cabinet has approved an or-
dinance to bypass all proce-
dures and abolished regula-
tory checks for the emer-
gency sale of state’s assets
to foreign countries, accord-
ing to a media report on
Saturday, as the country
tried to avert a looming de-
fault. According to the Inter-
Governmental Commercial
Transactions Ordinance
2022, which was approved
by the federal Cabinet on

Thursday, the government
has also barred the courts of
the country not to entertain
any petition against the sale
of assets and shares of the
government companies to
foreign countries, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

The decision was taken
in a bid to sell stakes of
oil and gas companies
and government-owned
power plants to the UAE
to raise USD 2 billion to
USD 2.5 billion to avoid
the looming default.

Through the ordinance, the
Centre has also empowered
itself to issue binding in-
structions to the provincial
governments for land acqui-
sition, the report said, cit-
ing content from a copy of
the ordinance.

Pak Cabinet approves ordinance to bypass
procedures for emergency sale of state’s

assets to foreign countries to prevent default

B y declaring Draupadi
Murmu as its candidate

for the country's 16th presiden-
tial election, the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
has raised the value of the trib-
al community, especially by
bringing tribal life into the
mainstream. This decision
shows the political acumen
and maturity of the BJP. She is
a tribal daughter who will be
the first tribal to reach the
highest constitutional post and
the second woman President of
the Republic of India, which
will give new strength to the
democracy of India, along with
the world. India is also chang-
ing rapidly.

A new political vision, a new
political environment is taking
shape in the all-pervading tur-
moil. In this era, with Draupadi
Murmu becoming the
President, not only the dignity
of this highest constitutional
post will get a new record, but
the national existence and
identity will also be strength-
ened because her image has
been that of a knowledgeable
and soft-spoken politician of
settled democratic traditions.

It is expected that her pres-
ence as the constitutional head
of the country will reassure
every Indian, especially tribal
women, for their peaceful and
safe life. Only the tribal can feel
the pain of the tribal - that is,
the pain of the reality that has
been experienced. In my view, it
is not surprising if Draupadi
Murmu emerges as the biggest

female heroine to raise the voice
of the tribal and the oppressed
in today's world. Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had sent a Muslim, APJ Abdul
Kalam, to Rashtrapati Bhavan
and now Narendra Modi first
made a Dalit, Ramnath
Kovind, the President and now
Draupadi Murmu, member of
a Scheduled Tribe, is being ele-
vated to the highest post of the
executive, which is certainly
an auspicious sign of a
healthy, ideal and aware
democracy. The credit for the
selection of Draupadi Murmu
as a brilliant and historic pres-
idential candidate goes to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president JP
Nadda's strategy. Murmu's
nomination is only sharpen-
ing the edge of lower class pol-
itics on which BJP has been
working hard for a long time.

The neglect of the tribal
community across the country
has been in the news since in-
dependence. Modi has been ac-
tive since the beginning for the
interest and welfare of the trib-
als, affecting about 11 per cent
of the total electorate and
about 25 per cent of the total
voter turnout. Particularly, the
BJP, comprising Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah and JP
Nadda, is giving special atten-
tion to the tribal community so
that it can bring itself out of
the limited identity of the
urban party. When the names
of presidential candidates were
being discussed, I was hoping
to get some names from the
tribal community itself.
Murmu was on top of them.
Certainly, having a tribal
woman in Rashtrapati Bhavan
will enhance the image of BJP
among the tribal community,
whose direct impact can be
seen in states like West Bengal,
Odisha, Jharkhand, Gujarat.

Narendra Modi has not only
stunned and surprised the na-
tion but has been doing mira-
cles with his decisions and the
same has been done by an-

nouncing the name of
Draupadi Murmu. By doing so,
many targets have been hit
with this one arrow. The BJP
has been struggling hard in
these states due to the presence
of very powerful regional par-
ties like Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, BJD in Odisha and
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in
Jharkhand. Whereas in all
these three states the domi-
nance of Congress is negligi-
ble. In such a situation, by send-
ing Draupadi Murmu to
Rashtrapati Bhavan, BJP will
not only be able to ease its fight,
but will also be successful in
making its place in these states.
The elections in Gujarat are
ahead and since there is also a
tribal community in abun-
dance in that state, the effect of
this decision will be seen there
as well. On the other hand, for
the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh's fight against the con-
version of a large number of
tribals by Christian missionar-
ies may also become easier
now. BJP has been showing effi-
cient and mature politics in
these years. Their leadership,
showing strategic acumen,
made a tribal-Dalit-backward
uprising over the years by mak-
ing a person from a backward
caste background the Prime
Minister, a person from a Dalit
background the President and
now a tribal woman as the pres-
idential candidate. The mean-
ing has changed. It has been
given the name of social har-
mony. After a tribal politician
becomes the President, there
will be justice for the tribal and
backward class, it is believed. It
is wrong to say that the
President in India is only an of-
fice of symbolic importance.

Coming from a Dalit back-
ground, President KR
Narayanan took a tough stand
on the communal violence in
Gujarat in 2002, forcing the
then state government to
change its stand on some mat-
ters, while President Giani Zail

Singh, who came from a back-
ward background, took on the
intoxicated Rajiv Gandhi gov-
ernment. Ramnath Kovind also
strengthened the democracy of
the country with his decisions
taken from time to time. There
is every possibility that
Draupadi Murmu will be elect-
ed as the President and after
taking oath of this office, she
will also display the same de-
termination and make her
tenure memorable for the coun-
try, which is free from terror,
free from scams and free from
communalism, and in which
Dalit, Adivasi and backward
classes should get an equal and
fair lifestyle.

Today, the fire of communal
hatred is being deliberately fu-
elled in the country. All kinds of
crises are being created and it
is a great irony of democracy
that heads are counted here,
not brains. Our democracy is
suffering because of this. More
heads are coming, not the
brains. There are more masks
of caste, religion and class, less
faces of humanity. By deceitful
use of intelligence, they create
a maze of equations, from
which Abhimanyu did not
learn to get out. In fact, the peo-
ple who drive democracy need
such training so that a new def-
inition of democracy can be
rewritten. This vision makes
Draupadi Murmu's role not
only important but decisive as
well. Therefore, by placing this
burden on Draupadi Murmu,
the country wants to be sure
that the rule of the
Constitution will run uninter-
rupted and the country's bor-
ders will be completely safe be-
cause the President is the
supreme commander of the
armed forces. This will be the
first time in the history of
India that the dignity of the of-
fice will be increased by plac-
ing a powerful tribal woman as
the President.

(The writer can be reached
at lalitgarg11@gmail.com)
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Four-day week
The idea of a four-day week

has been going on for some
time now across the globe, and
the debate first started in
Germany when IG Metall,
Europe's largest trade union,
envisaged this concept in 2020.
Germany has the lowest rate of
working hours in a week at 34.
Though the four-day work
week concept has become the
latest buzz across the world,
especially after the outbreak of
the Covid-19 pandemic, with
employees being joyous about
spending an extra day on
leisure activities and recover-
ing from the weekly work
stress, this theory is virtually
impossible, especially in a big
country like India where the
labour class form a huge
chunk, and who contribute to-
wards better and increased
productivity at the workplace.
Also in manufacturing sectors,
which need to be operated
round-the-clock, the concept of
a four-day work week is im-
practical. Implementing a four-
day work week is not all that
easy as it requires the right
support, technology and work-
place culture.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,
CChheennnnaaii  

Kudos to Neeraj
Chopra

Kudos to Neeraj Chopra!
Ending a 19-year-long wait, he
became the second Indian ath-
lete after long jump Anju Bobby
George to win a medal at senior
World Championships at
Eugene. Since 2009, no one has
had both the Olympics and
World Athletics Championships
(WAC) medals wrapped around
their necks at the same time.
Chopra, since winning the
World Junior gold six years ago,
has spoiled Indian fans by win-
ning a medal almost every time
he has entered a competition
with the historic Olympic gold
being the watershed moment
for Indian track and field. It's
heartening that Neeraj Chopra
is the first athlete to secure a
medal for India in javelin throw
at the WAC, as he won silver
with a clutch 88.13m throw on
his fourth attempt. Anderson
Peters of Grenada took the gold
with three 90m+ throws and a
final hurl of 90.54 in the last at-
tempt. Jakub Vadlejch secured
the bronze with an 88.09m
throw. It was also a great mo-
ment for Indian that an impres-
sive debut at the WAC for 21-
year old Rohit Yadav (78.2) who
would have impressed one and
all and finished in the top 10
and gained some invaluable ex-
perience competing alongside
the best in the world! Neeraj
Chopra is now the Olympic
champion, Asian Games cham-
pion, Commonwealth Games
champion and a silver medalist
at the World Athletics
Championships. Such discipline
and humility from such a young
age, we learn some values from
you. You are an inspiration and
precious youth icon of the na-
tion. India is proud of you. My
best wishes.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

P roviding farm loans waiver is no solution to assist farmers. Instead,
the government must invest in providing better infrastructure, tech-

nologies, marketing and other assistance to them for enhancing their in-
come. Since getting access to institutional credit remains a challenge for
the farmers in the country, loan waiver may not be an appropriate ap-
proach for qualitative improvement in farmers income. By providing vari-
ous support interms of  infrastructure, technologies, seeds and other as-
sistance directly to the farmers, dependence on farm loan could be re-
duced. Besides, the cost of providing credit from institutional sources to
farmers is high because of  inherent risk associated with the agricultural
sector. To mitigate the risk of farming, the government should provide
farmers with adequate infrastructure, support in terms of marketing, sup-
plies of seeds and other inputs. A joint study by NABARD and Bharat
Krishak Samaj (BKS) states that the government needs to promote a
healthy credit culture and invest in farming and address distortion in the
agriculture  sector instead of  waiving loans of  the farmers irrespective of
their distress level. The production cycle coupled with other factors,
makes it impossible for farmers not to be indebted, and the income insta-
bility makes it difficult for farmers to come out of  a cycle of  debt. The
study, which covered farm loan waiver schemes in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra, found that over 60% of the ‘very high’and ‘high’ distress
small and marginal farmers did not get loan waiver benefits in the last so
many years.  The  decisions  of  central  and  state governments in writing
off  past dues and providing access to fresh credit lead to ‘cyclicality of
debt’ as farmers face multiple distortions, making the business of  farm-
ing volatile and unviable. Though farm loan waiver schemes were aimed
at providing relief  to farmers during flood and drought, the study pointed
out the increasing frequency of loan waivers and universalising its distri-
bution that is mostly unconnected to levels of  farmer distress. Loan
waivers destroy the credit culture which may harm farmers’ interest in
the medium to long term and also squeeze the fiscal space of  govern-
ments to increase productive investment in agriculture infrastructure. As
per the State Bank of India’s recent research report on agriculture, only
about half of the intended beneficiaries of  farm loan waivers announced
by nine states since 2014, have actually received  debt  write-offs.  Since
2014,  out  of approximately 37 million eligible farmers, only around 50%
of  the farmers received the amount of loan waiver till March 2022, the
SBI report noted. The report was based on analysis of  ten farm loan
write-waivers worth about Rs 2.53 trillion announced by nine states –
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand since 2014. As of
March 2022, the poorest implementation of farm loan waiver schemes in
terms of  proportion of eligible farmers who had received the announced
benefits, were in Telangana (5%), Madhya Pradesh(12%), Jharkhand
(13%), Punjab (24%), Karnataka(38%) and Uttar Pradesh (52%). By con-
trast, farm loan waivers implemented by Chhattisgarh in 2018 and
Maharashtra in 2020, were received by 100% and 91% of  the eligible
farmers, respectively.  A similar waiver announced by Maharashtra in
2017 worth Rs 34,000  crore  for  67  lakh  farmers,  has  been implemented
for  68%  of  beneficiaries,  SBI researchers reckoned.Thus, in spite of the
much hype and political patronage, farm loan waivers by states have
failed to bring respite to intended subjects, sabotaging credit discipline in
select geographies and making banks and financial institutions wary of
further lending. It's rather a self-goal inflicted by the state on its subjects.

Farm loan waiver 
no solution
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Aspirants wait in a queue before appearing for the Armed Forces recruitment exam Agniveer, at an examination centre
in Kanpur, Sunday, July 24.

Draupadi Murmu will enhance the 
decorum of presidentship

AGNIVEER EXAM

M eta-owned messaging
platform WhatsApp is

working on a feature that will let
users keep disappearing Messages
even after their expiration.
According to WABetaInfo report,
the disappearing Messages can be
viewed within chat info in a new
section called ‘Kept messages’,
and all people in the conversation
can open this section.  When dis-
appearing Messages are turned on
in a certain chat, they cannot be
starred, but they can only be kept. 

The report mentioned that this
feature is still under development,
but WhatsApp is now working on
introducing the feature by pre-
senting some information about

an upgrade of disappearing
Messages in a future update of the
WhatsApp Desktop beta. In addi-
tion, WhatsApp will let group ad-
mins limit this feature, so proba-
bly, there will be a new privacy
setting that allows group admins
to toggle the ability to keep a dis-
appearing message. 

This feature is under develop-
ment, so it is unclear when it will
be released to beta testers.
WhatsApp is also working on let-
ting users silently leave groups
without notifying other group par-
ticipants, except admins.But all
group members will still be able to
see who leaves the group by using
a feature called ‘past participants’.

T he India Innovation Index-2021 report published by the NITI Aayog
has shed light on innovation-driven growth in the country and per-

formance of various states and union territories (UTs). The index has set
the benchmark for the states and UTs for improving their performances.
States setting and achieving ambitious targets for improving innovation
ecosystem are critical for the country to move up higher in the Global
Innovation Index (GII). Karnataka has been ranked on top among major
states, while Manipur has become the best performer among
Northeastern and hill states. However, most Northeastern and hilly states
except Uttarakhand have scored below the national average, which calls
for attention of the respective state governments. The digital innovation
ecosystem is helping the country in overcoming COVID-19 pandemic chal-
lenges in the education sector and spurring significant growth in the gig
economy. The increase in start-ups from 733 in 2016-17, the year in which
the Start-up India was launched, to 67,128 in 2021-22 speaks volumes
about how innovative ideas of entrepreneurship is gaining momentum in
the country and creating employment. The NITI Aayog, in its study on the
innovation ecosystem, has flagged its concern over the problem of "Brain
Drain" from the country and underlined the need for preventing it by pro-
viding adequate support for research and innovation. The report highlights
that the number of people who have migrated from India increased from
6.6 million to 17.5 million over 30 years from 1990 to 2019. It notes that the
number of patents filed in the country increased from 39,400 to 56,267
over ten years from 2010-11 to 2019-20, registering a compound annual
growth rate of 3.63 per cent in the last decade. India has moved up two po-
sitions in GII compared to 2020 and is ranked 46 among 132 countries in
2021. Data from the report explains the factors behind the country's poor
ranking. The country's Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) of 43.41 US dol-
lars is one of the lowest in the world compared to 2108 USD of Israel,
1777.93 USD of United States, 325.85 USD of China, 173 USD of Brazil,
293.39 USD of Malaysia. India's GERD as a percentage of GDP has been
consistent and hovered around 0.7% for about a decade. This is even lower
than Brazil (1.16), South Africa (0.83) and others. Only Mexico (0.31) had a
lower share of GERD as a percentage of GDP. With such low contribution,
R&D performance remains stagnant, adds the report. Data also shows that
India has published more research papers than countries like Russia, Brazil,
South Korea, but the total of 64,267 research papers published in the coun-
try in 2016 were far less than the highest number of 4,11,363 research pa-
pers published in United States, followed by China with 3,12,983 papers in
that year. The NITI Aayog has recommended that India needs to boost ex-
penditure in R&D to be at par with its BRICS or ASEAN counterparts, but
emphasizes that the business sector needs to spend more to boost GERD.
Quoting from Research and Development statistics 2019-20 compiled by
the Department of Science and Technology,the report points out govern-
ment spending in R&D in India is more than 55% but in countries like US,
UK, South Korea, Japan and China more than 50% is spent by the business
sector. It suggests that one way of achieving this could be business and
higher education institutions collaborating for R&D, which, the report
points out, will not only lead to an increase in research but also act as a
backup for private businesses. The DST report states that India's growth is
quite aggressive at the very top end of the excellence scale and held 4.3%
of world share in the top 25%, 3.6% in the top 10%, 3.4 % in the top 5% and
2.8% in the top 1% of highly cited publications during 2016. The highly
cited publications were mainly concentrated in the fields such as engineer-
ing, physics and astronomy, computer science and material science which
are reflective of the huge knowledge base and R&D potential in the country.
The statistics also show that during 2017-18, altogether 47,854 patents
were filed in India, of which 15,550 (32%) patents were filed by Indian resi-
dents and nearly 62% of the foreign patents filed in India were from four
countries - US (31.5%), Japan (13.9%), Germany (8.6%) and China (8.0%).
In sharp contrast, patent applications filed by residents in China in 2018 is
as high as 90%. It was 81% in Japan, 77% in Korea, 69% in Germany, 66% in
Russia and 48% in US. This highlights the scope for India's resident talent
pool to demonstrate their excellence in the R&D sector if expenditure is
boosted by the business sector. The NITI Aayog's innovation index is a
ready reckoner for states and UTs for formulating policies aimed at chang-
ing their innovative landscape and charting a new roadmap for R&D growth
and for overall improvement in country's innovation ecosystem.

Innovation Ecosystem

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A s the digital consumption of
entertainment and news

grow multifold in India, digital radio
is set to change the entire creator
economy landscape, giving millions
of people options to discover music
and live programming in a brand
new way, Ashruf El Dinary, SVP,
Digital Platform at US-based Xperi
Corporations, said. In a mobile-first
country with more than 500 million
smartphone users, music and con-
tent streaming has seen a tremen-
dous rise on hand-held devices in
India. TV has also seen the phenom-
enal rise of OTT and FM radio 2.0 is
the way forward to tap millennials
and Gen Z listeners.

"Radio is still analog in most parts
of the country. HD Radio broadcast-
ing allows broadcasters to compete
with the pure play digital platforms
and meet consumer expectations for
a media rich experience. The tech-
nology will allow expansion of media
voices and content in a cost-effective
broadcast," El Dinary said. HD Radio
by Xperi Corporations is currently
available from more than 40 manu-
facturers across 200 passenger vehi-
cle models in more than 75 million
vehicles.  It also supports both
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay. The
HD Radio broadcasting has been suc-
cessfully deployed across many
countries, including the US, Canada,

Mexico, Philippines and Romania.
According to El Dinary, their talks

with the Indian government have
been fruitful so far in bringing the
digital radio technology to the coun-
try. The All India Radio (AIR) recently
submitted its report to Prasar
Bharati about the digital radio tech-
nology trials conducted recently, and
the further testing is on. 'Whenever
the decision is made in this regard,
the industry will begin laying over
the infrastructure needed for digital
radio expansion," he said.

HD Radio did a trial with AIR and
demonstrated its tech feasibility,
signal quality and more. "We com-
pleted trials in 2021 and reports
have been generated in multiple
ways. Our tech has been very ma-
ture as we have developed an entire
ecosystem around digital radio in
many countries," El Dinary said. The
HD Radio system leverages "white-
space" between allotted transmis-
sion frequencies to transmit addi-
tional audio channels and program-
ming on the same broadcast infra-
structure and antenna system. The
result is a hybrid digital/analog sig-
nal within a broadcaster's existing
FM band.

Digital radio set to change how 
Indians consume entertainment, news

WhatsApp may let you keep
disappearing messages even

after they are dead

LALIT GARG 
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BRIEF

ICICI Pru 
Mumbai: Private in-
surer ICICI Prudential
Life has said it is on
course to meet its tar-
get of doubling the
value of new business
to Rs 2,560 crore this
fiscal from FY19 levels.
The optimism of the
management to meet
the target it had set for
itself in the beginning
of FY19, when the
Value of its New
Business (VNB) stood
at Rs 1,328 crore, stems
from the much more
than anticipated VNB
growth clocked in the
first quarter at Rs 471
crore, which was 31.7
per cent higher than
the year-ago period
when it was only Rs
358 crore.

Infosys Q1 profit up
New Delhi: India’s
second-largest soft-
ware services firm
Infosys on Sunday
posted a 3.2 per cent
year-on-year rise in
consolidated net profit
to Rs 5,360 crore for the
April-June quarter.
The Bengaluru-based
IT company’s net profit
stood at Rs 5,195 crore
in the same period of
the previous year. Its
revenue rose by 23.6
per cent to Rs 34,470
crore in the just-ended
June quarter, from Rs
27,896 crore in the cor-
responding quarter of
the previous year, ac-
cording to the compa-
ny’s regulatory filing.

PSPCL 
Chandigarh: Punjab’s
power utility PSPCL
on Saturday issued a
notification on 300
units of free electrici-
ty per month, exempt-
ing domestic category
consumers, who con-
sume up to 600 units
in two months, from
payment of any
charge, meter rent or
taxes. Consumers be-
longing to scheduled
castes, backward
castes, below-poverty-
line households and
freedom fighters
along with their suc-
cessors (up to grand-
children) will have to
submit self-declara-
tion forms for availing
free electricity of 300
units per month, ac-
cording to the notifica-
tion issued by Punjab
State Power
Corporation Limited
(PSPCL).

Airtel chief 
New Delhi: Bharti
Airtel chairman Sunil
Mittal’s remuneration
fell nearly five per cent
in the financial year
2021-22 to Rs 15.39 crore
on lower perquisite
value, according to the
telecom company’s an-
nual report. The gross
remuneration of the
telecom industry stal-
wart and Airtel’s top
honcho stood at Rs
16.19 crore in the year
2020-21. While Mittal’s
salary and allowances,
and performance-
linked incentive in
2021-22 were similar to
2020-21, the fall in gross
remuneration came
largely on account of
lower perquisites 
in the just-concluded
fiscal.

Daiki Axis Japan 
New Delhi: Water
treatment solutions
provider Daiki Axis
Japan plans to set up
its third plant in the
country in the south-
ern region, a company
official said. The com-
pany is setting up its
second plant with a ca-
pacity to produce 1,000
sewage treatment
units with Japanese
“Johkasou” technolo-
gy at Palwal, Haryana,
Daiki Axis India CEO
Kamal Tiwari told PTI
during an interaction.

FDCI INDIA 
COUTURE WEEK 2022

A model walks on the ramp showcasing the creation
of designer Rahul Mishra during the FDCI India

Couture Week 2022, in New Delhi, Saturday night.

FLOATING CNG FILLING STATION

Boatmen with their CNG boat at the floating CNG filling station at Khirkiya ghat, in Varanasi. 

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI):

JSW Steel expects scrap-
ping of export duty on the
metal soon and foresees
that the price will remain
“firm” with a revival in de-
mand by 7-8 per cent in the
second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal, a top company
official said.

The industry witnessed
a de-growth by 4.5 per cent
in the domestic market in
the April-June period of
the 2022-23 fiscal, he
claimed.

The steel major also said
that there would be no cut
in its capital expenditure
(capex) plans for the pur-
pose of growth, but only
discretionary and non-es-
sential special projects
have been calibrated till
the market situation nor-
malises.

JSW had announced a
reduction in capex by Rs
5,000 crore to Rs 15,000
crore in the current fiscal.

Steel demand in the on-

going Q2 period is expect-
ed to be 7-8 per cent higher
for the industry with a re-
vival of re-stocking activi-
ty from July. Our prof-
itability will also improve
over the Q1FY’23.

“But the maximum ben-
efit of raw material price
moderation can only be re-
alised in the September-
December period, JSW
joint MD and Group CFO
Seshagiri Rao told PTI in
an interview.

JSW profit slumped 85
per cent in the April-June
quarter to Rs 839 crore due
to a “2.5-time jump in raw
material cost, decline in
steel prices and export
duty”, he said.

Steel prices had correct-
ed by 20 per cent in both
domestic and internation-
al markets.

The largest domestic
steel maker said prices
will remain stable given
the production adjust-
ments in the global mar-
ket.

Global steel production
moderated by 12 million
tonne in the month of
June, including that of
China, Rao said.

But, our annual sales
projection for FY’23 re-
mains intact at 24 million
tonne, which is 16 per cent
higher than FY’22 as de-
mand will catch up in the
subsequent quarters. We
are also expecting that the
government will scrap
steel exports duty soon to
boost overseas shipment,
he said.

Indian steel exports de-
clined by 26 per cent in the
April-June quarter, while
that of China grew by 54
per cent to 20 million
tonne.

Rao said there are “no
cuts in normal and growth
capex” but there are proj-
ects which are not urgent
and can wait, only those
“discretionary and small
special projects had been
calibrated for the time
being”.

Demand to rise 7-8pc in Jul-Sep, 
no cut in ‘growth’ capex: JSW Steel

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Indian rupee may fur-
ther depreciate to 82 to a
dollar in the near term due
to widening of trade
deficit and expected ag-
gressive rate hike by the
US Fed later this week to
tame record high inflation,
economists said. There is
widespread speculation
that the US Fed in its July
26-27 meeting may in-
crease the interest rate by
50-75 basis points, which
could result in flight of
capital from emerging na-
tions like India. With dol-
lar outflow and elevated
level of crude oil prices,
the rupee would see fur-
ther depreciation. Last
week, the rupee depreciat-
ed to a life-time low of
80.06 a dollar. Economists

are of the opinion that the
rupee after touching a life-
time low may settle
around 78 to a dollar by
March next year with sta-
bility around crude oil
prices and likely improve-
ment in geopolitical situa-
tion. “Overall what we had
assessed is that the rupee
could settle somewhere
around 79 to a dollar. That
will be the average price
for the entire year...in the
current depreciating cycle,
the rupee may fall to over
81/USD in the current po-
litical situation,” India
Ratings & Research princi-
pal economist Sunil
Kumar Sinha told PTI.

Amidst a rebound in
crude oil prices and the ex-
pectation that the US dol-
lar will remain relatively
strong in the immediate

term, ICRA expects the
rupee may weaken to
81/USD in Q2 FY2023.

“Subsequently, global
sentiment and the direc-
tion of foreign portfolio in-
vestment (FPI) flows will
determine if the Indian
rupee continues to depre-
ciate in the remainder of
the year, or if US recession
fears eventually arrest the
dollar strength,” ICRA
Chief Economist Aditi
Nayar said.

According to Nomura,
the rupee may see 82 level
during the July-
September quarter due to
multiple headwinds in-
cluding weakening India
BoP dynamics and Fed
hikes during the year.

Crisil expects the rupee
to be under pressure in the
near term and the rupee-

dollar exchange rate will
remain volatile with de-
preciation bias in the near-
term due to widening of
the trade deficit, FPI out-
flows, and strengthening
of the US dollar index
owing to rate hikes by the
US Fed and safe-haven de-
mand for the dollar amid
geopolitical risks.

“However, the pressure
may ease towards the end
of the fiscal, as crude oil
prices are expected to
come down, and the Fed
slows its rate hike spree.
Hence, we expect the ex-
change rate to settle to
78/USD by March 2023,
compared with 76.2/USD
in March 2022, with a lot of
volatility thrown in be-
tween now and then,”
Crisil principal economist
Dipti Deshpande said.

Rupee faces risk of further decline
to 82 vs USD in near term: Experts

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Jaguar Land Rover ex-
pects 60 per cent of its
brand Land Rover’s sales
across the globe to come
from pure-electric trims
by 2030.

The Tata Motors-owned
luxury carmaker plans to
add at least six pure-elec-
tric variants to be part of
the Land Rover portfolio
starting 2024.

The British automaker
has already confirmed a
pure-electric new Range
Rover to join the product
range in 2024.

“Over the next four
years, Land Rover will wel-
come six all-electric vari-
ants across two architec-
tures our flexible Modular
Longitudinal Architecture
(MLA) and Electric
Modular Architecture

(EMA),” the company stat-
ed in its Annual Report for
2021-22. The move towards
pure electrics would help
the company to meet un-
precedented policy shifts
and an exponential rise in
customer demand towards
electric vehicles across its
key markets, it said.

“As adoption increases,
we expect 60 per cent of
global Land Rover sales to

be pure-electric by 2030,”
the company informed its
shareholders.

The company noted that
work is also going on to de-
velop electric Jaguars.

“Over the past 12
months, our Jaguar teams
have determined to devel-
op our own bespoke pure-
electric architecture for
Jaguar,” JLR stated.
Alongside the product

transformation, Jaguar is
also creating a strong digi-
tal culture, efficiently inte-
grating technologies and
analytics, to allow the
team to design a more re-
warding emotional en-
gagement between the
brand and the customer, it
added. Last year, the au-
tomaker had announced
plans to become a net-zero
carbon business by 2039.

Expect 60 pc of Land Rover sales globally to
accrue from pure-electric trims by 2030: JLR

ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance 

registers growth  
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The retirement seg-
ment has witnessed a healthy
growth as persistent low inter-
est rates on fixed income
instruments, rising inflation,
volatile market returns and the
overall economic fallout due to
COVID-19 have got consumers
thinking about how to make
their money last in their retire-
ment. Individuals are therefore
looking for regular income post
retirement and annuity prod-
ucts are one of the best tools
available for them to secure
their golden years.  Amit Palta,
Chief Distribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company, said, “India is home
to one of the largest popula-
tions in the world, but with
only 10% of the workforce cov-
ered under various pension
schemes, it offers a significant
opportunity to life insurance
players to cater to the finan-
cial needs of customers on
retirement.  

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Prompt redressal of tax-
payers’ grievances re-
mains the top priority for
the tax department, the
newly appointed chairman
of Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) Nitin Gupta
said on Sunday.

In his message on the oc-
casion of Income Tax Day,
he said the tax department
has reported the highest
ever tax collection of Rs
14.09 lakh crore in the fis-
cal year ended March 31,
2022 due to streamlining of
policies and processes that
eased compliance for tax-
payers. “However, we can-
not rest on our laurels and
need to keep working hard
to maintain this momen-
tum,” he said. “Prompt re-
dressal of taxpayers’ griev-

ances in the true spirit of
the Taxpayers’ Charter
shall remain a top priority
area.” CBDT, the tax ad-
ministration arm of the
government, will continue
to engage proactively with
the taxpayers and other
stakeholders and will use
their feedback to keep im-
proving processes. Gupta
said the last few years have
witnessed tremendous
changes across sectors in
the economy including in-

creasing digitization, emer-
gence of new categories of
businesses and new asset
classes. “The taxpayers of
today desire ease of com-
pliance and prompt redres-
sal of their issues,” he said.
“Alive to such changes the
department has redesigned
its policies and re-engi-
neered its processes with
the aim of enhancing tax-
payer convenience and in-
fusing greater transparen-
cy into its functioning.”
CBDT, he said, is an en-
abler and service provider.
Stating that the Income
Tax Department is not a
monolithic entity, he said
there are many areas of
technical specialisation
and differentiation which
are being administered by
committed cadres of offi-
cers and officials.

Prompt grievance redressal of taxpayers
top priority: CBDT chairman Nitin Gupta

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Electronics firm
Sahasra Semiconductors
has said it expects to be-
come the first company to
set up a memory chip as-
sembly, test and packaging
unit in the country and
start selling locally-made
chips by December.
Sahasra Semiconductors
chairman and managing
director Amrit Manwani
told PTI that the company
plans to invest a total of Rs
750 crore in setting up the
unit at Bhiwadi in
Rajasthan.

“We will invest Rs 150
crore in this financial year
for setting up the ATMP fa-
cility in Elcina manufac-
turing cluster in Bhiwadi,
Rajasthan. We expect it to

be operational by the end
of this year. Once the mar-
ket is established and we
touch revenue in the range
of Rs 250-300 crore then we
will again invest Rs 600
crore. In total, we plan to
invest Rs 750 crore initial-
ly,” Manwani said.

He said that the first full
financial year of the com-
pany’s commercial produc-
tion is expected to generate
a revenue of around Rs 50
crore, which is expected to
grow to Rs 500 crore by
2025-26. Semiconductors
are converted into a com-
plete product ready for sale
at ATMP (Assembly,
Testing, Marking and
Packaging) units. It is the
next step after the wafers
or chips are produced at a
fabrication plant.

Sahasra plans to 
invest Rs 750 crore to set

up memory chip unit

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The relentless selling by
foreign investors appears
to have taken a breather
as they have turned net
buyers so far this month
with an investment of
nearly Rs 1,100 crore in
the Indian equity market.

This comes following a
net withdrawal of Rs
50,145 crore from equities
in June. This was the
highest net outflow since
March 2020, when they
had pulled out Rs 61,973
crore from equities, data
with depositories showed.

There has been an exo-
dus of Foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) from
Indian equity markets
over the last nine months,
since October 2021.

“Given the headwinds
in terms of rising infla-
tion and tightening mone-

tary policy, we expect FPI
flows to remain volatile,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head -
Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities, said.

According to data with
depositories, FPIs invest-
ed a net amount of Rs
1,099 crore in Indian equi-
ties during July 1-22.

They have significantly
slowed down their relent-
less selling and have even
turned buyers for several
days this month particu-
larly during the last few
days.

The declining trend of
net outflow over the last
few weeks coupled with
occasional buying does
signify that the net out-
flow from FPIs have bot-
tomed out. The net inflow
was driven by better earn-
ings and decline in com-
modity prices, Chouhan
said.

FPIs return to Indian equities;
invest Rs 1,100 cr in Jul

Reliance expects
gas price 

to rise in Oct
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2244  ((PPTTII))::
Reliance Industries Ltd expects
prices of natural gas in India to
rise again in October but wants
government-dictated caps to
go, in a bid to align domestic
rates with global energy
prices.

The conglomerate, con-
trolled by billionaire Mukesh
Ambani, expects the price cap
for its KG-D6 gas sales to rise
over the current USD 9.92 per
million British thermal units,
Sanjay Roy, senior vice-presi-
dent for exploration and pro-
duction, said in an investor call
following the announcement of
the firm’s quarterly earnings
on Friday.

After remaining a loss-mak-
ing provision for several quar-
ters, Reliance’s gas exploration
business has begun reaping
rewards of a global surge in
energy prices that have
already pushed the rates to a
record high.

Bollywood heartthrob Vicky Kaushals debut film as a lead,
'Masaan', has completed seven years in Hindi cinema

and the actor has expressed gratitude towards it.
Vicky took to Instagram, where he shared some
glimpses of the film, directed by award-winning
filmmaker Neeraj Ghaywan. "7 saal ho gaye! Dil se
shukriya.#Masaan (It's been 7 years. A heartfelt
gratitude)," he wrote as the caption for the
movie, which has achieved cult status since its
release. Vicky's co-star from the film Shweta
Tripathi took to the comment section and post-
ed a ‘namaste' emoji. Filmmaker Zoya Akhtar
said: "What a film and how sublime were you?
Congratulations." Ghaywan dropped a series of
emoticons including balloons, fire and a train.
Vicky's close friend and actor Ishaan Khatter
called the special day a ‘Masaan day' for the
actor. "Happy masaan day
@neeraj.ghaywan@vickykaushal09," he wrote.
‘Masaan' is an independent drama film, which
also stars Richa Chadda. The film deals with

the issues of a casteist
society and shows the
tragic love story
between a lower
caste boy and an
upper caste girl.

Rakul Preet sizzles 
in ‘Mashooka’ video,
motion poster out
Rakul Preet Singh is making her presence felt with her

lead appearance in the music video of 'Mashooka'.
Music label Jjust Music on Saturday announced the song
'Mashooka', with the motion poster. Being made in three
languages, the song has vocals by Asees Kaur, Aditya
Iyengar and Devansh Sharma aka Viruss. Charit Desai
has directed the video. Taking to their social media
handles, the music label shared a motion poster of
Rakul Preet Singh, and announced the release dates
of the song in Hindi, Telugu and Tamil on July 26, 27,
and August 1, respectively. In the poster, Rakul is
seen in a scintillating, never-seen-before avatar,
which is garnering a lot of praise from audiences.
Jjust Music is known for creating songs such as
'Pehli Mulaqat' and 'Allah Ve'. The label also
boasts of some iconic singles, including 'Vande
Mataram' featuring Tiger Shroff, 'Prada'
with Alia Bhatt, and 'Muskurayega India'
with Akshay Kumar, Tiger Shroff,
Ayushmann Khurrana, Kriti
Sanon, Vicky Kaushal and
Taapsee Pannu, and
more.

ACROSS

1. Napped leather

6. Japan's continent

10. Medical "at once!"

14. Kitchen garb

15. Chili ingredient

16. Luxurious

17. Front of a scene

19. Other than

20. Printers' measures

21. Helps

22. Gets up

24. Makes eyes at

25. Deny

26. Temperature unit

29. Western state

30. Gumbo ingredient

31. ____ in distress

34. Morning moisture

37. Diamond and Armstrong

39. Fish eggs

40. Roger ____ (007 actor)

42. NJ time zone

43. Spuds

46. Simmer

47. Hit-or-____

48. Idolized

50. Actress Meryl ____

53. "Men in Black", e.g.

55. Raspy

56. Top cards

57. Twosome

60. Poker word

61. Smuggled goods

64. Hawaiian garlands

65. Fork prong

66. Fanatical

67. Horse's gait

68. Wood strip

69. Sail supports

DOWN

1. Umpire's call

2. "Once ____ a time..."

3. Makes mistakes

4. Fawn's mama

5. Hire

6. Living quarters

7. Author Dr. ____

8. Actor ____ McKellen

9. Moderately slow, in music

10. Snow vehicle

11. Oklahoma city

12. Desirable quality

13. The ones here

18. Made angry

23. Kingdom

24. ____ hygiene

26. Accomplished

27. Squeaks by
28. Sand
29. Consumer
32. Skills
33. A Stooge
34. Exit
35. A great lake
36. Join metal
38. Pigs' homes
41. Double-reed instrument
44. Facets
45. Piggy bank user
47. Slightest
49. Render harmless
50. Commandment verb
51. Photocopier liquid
52. Proportion
53. Heavenly dish
54. Eight musicians
57. Specks
58. Army division
59. Chances
62. Furnace fuel
63. Sheep's cry
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Unexpected information may be coming at
you today from out of the blue, Aquarius.
You'll find that this information is extreme-
ly important, so make sure to keep all lines
of communication open. You're apt to learn
some important lessons regarding working
harmoniously with groups to fulfill not just
your own needs but also those of others.
Let other people's viewpoints be heard.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't be so nosy about others' affairs
today, Pisces. If you were meant to be
included in the conversation, you'd have
been invited. Suspicion of other people's
actions and motives will only cause them
to lose their trust in you. Keep any abra-
sive and critical thoughts to yourself.
Perfection is a hot topic in your mind. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Other people could have some seriously
opposing opinions about how things
should be done. Be prepared for battle,
Aries, because others are likely to have
sharp tongues. Compromise is the key to
finding solutions that will work for
everyone. Realize that the best solution
is probably one that neither party has
thought of on his or her own. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Information is apt to come in erratic
bursts today, Taurus. You'll find that a
great deal of nonverbal communication
is revealed and you should listen not
only with your ears but also with your
eyes and heart. Keep an open mind. Let
others finish their thoughts before you
make any judgments. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

An unexpected opportunity to take a short
trip could present itself today, Gemini. Hop
on that boat or train and see where it goes.
If you have no real reason to travel, make
one up. You don't need one anyway. The
point is that it's time to get away from your
current surroundings and explore other
ways of living. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you aren't paying close attention
today, Cancer, you might miss what's
said. Important information is being
relayed quickly, so don't miss out on
the action. It may not be important for
you to agree with everything you hear,
but at least listen to it and seriously
consider incorporating elements into
your point of view. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Actively express your thoughts today, Leo.
You'll find that a great deal of information
needs to be exchanged. You have the power
to deliver a strong, thoughtful message to
others, so don't give up this opportunity to
exercise your acute mind. You may also find
people to be rather argumentative, but
don't let this keep you from expressing your
true thoughts on the matter at hand.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may be feeling a little bit lost in the
dust today, Virgo. Somehow what you're
thinking and feeling isn't exactly coordi-
nating with the current conversation. Don't
think you need to agree with the group just
to feel like you fit in. Maintaining your own
point of view is critical. You're better off
rolling with the punches rather than trying
to put up a fight.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your thinking is clear and sharp, Libra,
and your mental awareness keen. You
should use it to head toward new, for-
ward-thinking projects. Don't waste your
time beating around the bush. Cut right
to the heart of the issue. You'll easily out-
wit your opponents in a game of Scrabble
or chess. Engage in activities that exer-
cise your brain. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a terrific day to express your
thoughts, Sagittarius. You'll find your
mind especially clear and ready to tackle
any mental issue that comes your way.
Your tendency is toward free and uncon-
ventional ways of problem solving.
Express the importance of being able to
think for yourself. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today is a terrific day to express your
thoughts, Sagittarius. You'll find your
mind especially clear and ready to
tackle any mental issue that comes
your way. Your tendency is toward free
and unconventional ways of problem
solving. Express the importance of
being able to think for yourself. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Someone may challenge your mental
capabilities today, Capricorn. Your nat-
ural tendency might be to take the
information, mull it over for a while,
and come back with your decision or
opinion at some later date. The truth of
the matter is that things are moving
quickly and decisions must be made
quickly and efficiently. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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F
or the very first
time, Superstar
Singer 2’s ‘Best

Bache Ever’ joined hands
with ‘Comedy ke Funkar
from India’s Laughter
Champion to entertain
viewers for a magical
evening filled with 7x
Entertainment, 7x Fun &
7x Dhamaal on 23rd July
starting 7 pmonwards.
Nothing short of a full-
blown rollercoaster ride,
there was music, there
was masti and of course,
there was the super ‘jugal
bandi’ of comedy and
melody. Joining the es-
teemed panel of super
judges, Himesh
Reshammiya, Alka
Yagnik and Javed Ali
were the laughter queen,
Archana Puran Singh,
the judge of India’s
Laughter Champion.

Superstar Singer 2’s
very own Miss Mohali,
contestant Sayisha Gupta
with her cuteness, confi-
dence and exceptional
singing has made a spe-
cial place in the hearts of
the audience. In the up-
coming ‘Super-sangam’
special, Sayisha Gupta
dressed up as ‘Choti
Madhuri’ will leave every-

body awestruck as she
will give a power packed
performance on ‘Ek Do
Teen’ winning her a
standing ovation and flat-
tering comments from the
judges. Highly impressed
by her performance, the

OG singer of this song,
judge Alka Yagnikwill go
on to say, “Sayisha’s is
looking like a little
Madhuri Dixit, and
sounding like little Alka
Yagnik. She has done jus-
tice to the combination of

singing and the get up of
this song. You have sung
so well. It's such a difficult
song, how did you remem-
ber each word? My daugh-
ter Sayisha was asking
me how old is she, she
sings so well, and I replied

saying she's also Sayisha
like you, but she's 7 and
my daughter couldn't be-
lieve it. I told her yeh kar-
ishma hota hain kudhrat
ka. Lajawab performance.
I love you baby. God bless
you."

Contestant Sayisha Gupta meets her biggest fan

B
irthdays are always
special as one gets all
the attention and af-

fection from their family
and friends. Shivya
Pathania, aka Devi Parvati
in &TV’s Baal Shiv, who will
soon celebrate her birthday,
shares some interesting de-
tails about her special plans
this year in this candid chat.

1) Would you like to
keep grand or low-key
birthday celebrations
with your dear ones?

I am not a party person
and prefer to spend my
birthday with family and
friends. Ideally, I love visit-
ing my family in my home-
town, Himachal Pradesh,
on this special day. If in case
I am busy with the shooting
schedule of my popular
mythological show, Baal
Shiv, my family will come to
Mumbai. After wrapping
the day's shooting, I will
take them out for fancy din-
ing later in the evening.

2) Do you observe any
unique customs on your
birthdays?

My family performs a
Rudra Abhishek (Lord
Shiva's Puja) on my birth-
day. I visit Lord Shiva’s tem-
ple to seek his blessings and
wish everyone good health

and prosperity. Also, my
mother enjoys cooking, and
since I have a sweet tooth,
she always makes 'Aktori,' a
traditional sweet cake made
with buckwheat, wheat
flour, and dry fruits that re-
semble pancakes. We usual-
ly eat it with honey, and it is
my absolute favourite.

3) What is the most
memorable gift you've
ever received?

Honestly, I receive sever-
al gifts from my fans and
loved ones. But this year is
extremely special as I re-
ceived the most precious
gift. Given my role as Devi
Parvati in &TV’s Baal Shiv,

I have had this wonderful
opportunity to essay sever-
al Devi roops, which has
brought in the best in me. It
has been quite challenging
yet creatively satisfying.
And that’s the best thing an
actor can get – an opportu-
nity to showcase a variety
in a single character, which
I see as a blessing.

4) Any special wishes
for this birthday?

My most special wish
would be to continue evolv-
ing as an actor and show-
case my acting prowess to
continue garnering my au-
diences’ love and bless-
ings.

Birthday Special with TV
actor, Shivya Pathania

Vicky Kaushal expresses
gratitude for his lead
debut film ‘Masaan’

E
xplaining that he
chose to work with
director Santhosh

Jayakumar on 'Poikkal
Kuthirai' because he
liked the script narrated
by the director, actor, di-
rector and dance chore-
ographer Prabhu Deva
on Saturday said he
never ever judged people.

Participating in a
press conference called
by the unit of 'Poikkal
Kuthirai', in which he
plays the lead, Prabhu
Deva said: "When direc-
tor Santhosh P
Jayakumar called me
and said he wanted to
narrate a script, I didn't
think about his earlier
films at all. That is be-
cause I don't ever judge
anybody.

"When he called to nar-
rate a script, I was will-
ing to listen. He narrated
the script and I liked it a
lot. In fact, I even liked
the way he narrated it.

"The commanding
manner in which he ex-
tracted work from the
artistes while shooting
the film impressed me.
He was fast as well. He is
a producer's director."

Prabhu Deva's expla-
nation came after the
film's director thanked
him for readily listening
to his script, without
thinking twice about his

previous adult comedy
film.

The action entertainer,
which will have Prabhu
Deva playing a physical-
ly challenged person, is
scheduled to release on
August 5.

Prabhu Deva says 
director’s narration

made him sign up for
‘Poikkal Kuthirai’
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Eugene, Jul 24 (PTI):

Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra scripted yet
another history as he be-
came only the second
Indian and first male track
and field athlete to win a
medal in the World
Championships by clinch-
ing silver in the javelin
throw final here.

The 24-year-old Chopra,
who had come into the
showpiece as a hot medal
favourite, produced a best
throw of 88.13m to finish
second. Legendary long
jumper Anju Bobby
George was the first Indian
to win a medal -- bronze --
in the World
Championships in the 2003
edition in Paris. Chopra

began with a foul throw
and had 82.39m and 86.37m
to be at fourth after three
rounds. He got his rhythm
back with a big fourth
round throw of 88.13m, his
fourth career-best effort, to
jump to second place,
which he held on to till the
end. His fifth and sixth
throws were fouls.
Defending champion

Anderson Peters of
Grenada won gold with a
best throw of 90.54m while
Olympic silver winner
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic took the bronze
with 88.09m. Chopra had
topped the Group A quali-
fication round and quali-
fied for the final at second
place behind Peters by
sending his spear to 88.39m
for his third career-best
throw. Peters had topped
Group B with an effort of
89.91m. The other Indian
in the fray, Rohit Yadav fin-
ished at 10th with a best
throw of 78.72m. Rohit had
finished 11th overall in the
qualification round with a
best throw of 80.42m. The
21-year-old Indian had
recorded a season's and
personal best of 82.54m
while winning a silver at
the National Inter-State
Championships last
month. Chopra had won
Indian athletics' maiden
gold in the Tokyo
Olympics last year. He is
only the second Indian to
have won an individual
gold in the Olympics, after
shooter Abhinav Bindra,
who clinched the yellow
metal in 2008 Beijing
Games.

Neeraj Chopra wins silver,
scripts history again Galle, Sri Lanka, Jul 24 (AP):

Half-centuries by
Dinesh Chandimal and
Oshada Fernando helped
Sri Lanka reach 315-6 at
stumps on the opening day
of the second test match
against Pakistan at the
Galle International
Stadium on Sunday.

Needing to win the
game to square the series,
Sri Lanka opted to bat first
after winning the toss.
Captain Dimuth
Karunaratne and
Fernando gave the team a
solid start adding 92 runs
for the first wicket.

Fernando was the stand-
out performer during the
stand using his feet
against spin and hitting
three straight sixes. The
third six brought his sev-
enth half-century in test
match cricket. He was dis-
missed the very next ball,
caught behind off the
bowling of Mohammad
Nawaz. Fernando's 50
came off 70 deliveries and
included four fours and
three sixes.

Later in the morning
session, Pakistan struck
with the last ball before
lunch as Kusal Mendis (3)
was run out backing up
too far. Captain
Karunaratne was dis-

missed after lunch on 40
when he played an unchar-
acteristic reverse sweep
off Yasir Shah and was su-

perbly caught by Naseem
Shah, who had to dive to
ensure the dismissal.

A 75-run stand for the

fourth wicket followed be-
tween former captains
Dinesh Chandimal and
Angelo Mathews taking
Sri Lanka's total close to
200 runs.

Chandimal was the
more dominant partner
hitting two sixes and nine
fours as he went on to top
score with 80 runs.

Mathews was applauded
before the day's play as he
became the sixth Sri
Lankan to feature in 100
test matches. He was
dropped when on 36 by
Babar Azam at extra cover
off the bowling of
Nauman Ali. The reprieve
didn't cost Pakistan as
Mathews soon nicked one
to the wicketkeeper much
to the joy of Nauman. He
made 42.

Chandimal, who posted
twin half-centuries in the
first test and a double hun-
dred prior to that in the
second test against
Australia, all in Galle, was
cruising and looked set to
post a century when a
lapse of concentration saw
him throw his wicket
away.

He stepped out and at-
tempted a wild slog
against the turn off
Nawaz but ended up get-
ting a thick edge and was
caught at backward point.

Sri Lanka reaches 315-6 on 1st day
of 2nd test vs Pakistan

Sri Lanka's Dinesh
Chandimal plays a shot 

during the first day of the 
second cricket Test match

between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at
the Galle International Cricket

Stadium in Galle on July 24.

Chennai, Jul 24 (PTI):

Chess fever is well and
truly on in Chennai with
just four days to go for the
44th Olympiad.

As the countdown for the
chess extravaganza contin-
ues, a test event was held
on Sunday to assess the
preparedness for the tour-
nament.

Also, a few thousand peo-
ple took part in an
Olympiad special run or-
ganised in the city today
ahead of the prestigious
tournament. State
Ministers including Ma
Subramanian, T M
Anbarasan and P K Sekar
Babu among others were
present at the event.

As many as 1,414 players
took part in the test tourna-
ment held in various age
categories. The organisers

claimed that the test event
with 1,414 players was an
attempt to enter the Noble
Book of World Records.

The chess Olympiad is
being held in India for the
first time and the tourna-

ment will be held at nearby
Mamallapuram. Players
from over 180 countries will
be participating in the
Olympiad with three
Indian teams each in the
Open and women's sec-

tions. 'Thambi', mascot of
the marquee event, can be
seen at various places in
the city while the iconic
Napier Bridge has been
painted in black and white
colours to resemble a chess
board. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate the event at the
Nehru Indoor stadium here
on July 28 in the presence
of Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin while
the matches will begin
from July 29 and go on till
August 10.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is leaving no stone
unturned in the efforts to
make the Olympiad a huge
success. Chief Minister
Stalin himself has been at
the forefront, supervising
the arrangements and vis-
iting the venue to inspect
the preparations.

Chess Olympiad: Preparations
on, test tournament held

A test competition to assess the preparedness ahead of the 44th
Chess Olympiad in Mamallapuram, Sunday, July 24. As many as
1414 players participated to earn a place in the Noble Book of
World Records. 

Melbourne, Jul 24 (PTI):

Cricket Australia (CA) on
Sunday said it has signed a
seven-year deal with Disney
Star to broadcast the coun-
try's cricket matches in
India, the sport's largest
market in the world.

As part of the deal, which
commences in 2023-24,
Disney Star will televise all
internationals matches as
well as the KFC Big Bash
League and Weber
Women's Big Bash League
in India.

Disney Star will take over
from Sony, who have held
the Australian rights since
the 2017-18 season.

According to CA, the
channel's reach will provide
"enormous exposure" for
Australian cricket and for
the board's commercial

partners in India. "We are
delighted to announce this
new association with
Disney Star from season
2023-24 onwards. Disney
Star is synonymous with
the game in India and we
look forward to working
with them to showcase the
outstanding cricket played
in Australia every sum-
mer," said CA CEO Nick
Hockley. "The magnitude of
this association is testa-
ment to the enduring rival-
ry and respect that exists
between Australian and
Indian teams, the excite-
ment and popularity of
WBBL and BBL, and the
high regard of Australian
cricket in India and global
markets more broadly.

"There was significant in-
terest in our rights and we
are very grateful to our cur-
rent rights holder Sony for
their partnership which
will continue throughout
this season," he added.

Cricket Australia inks seven-year
deal with Disney Star

̈ To broadcast
matches in India

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Gearing up for her fourth
Commonwealth Games,
India's doubles exponent
Ashwini Ponnappa is now a
different player from the 19-
year-old who claimed a his-
toric women's doubles gold
on debut 12 years ago.

What still remain though
are her thunderous smash-
es that continue to find
their mark, an ability to
read the serves and returns
of her opponents, and her
hunger to win.

And now, after five CWG
medals, including two gold,
a World championships
bronze and two Olympic ap-
pearances, the 32-year-old
from Coorg is ready to
make another splash at the
Birmingham Games, start-
ing July 28. "There have
been lots of ups and downs
in these years. I have
changed a lot in 10 years,
improved by leaps and

bounds, have tons of experi-
ence behind me now and it
does feel great to make it to
the Commonwealth Games
team again," she told PTI
during an interview.

"I mean, looking back in
2010, it all started there and
it was kind of very new for
me. Winning the gold was a
great moment. I really
would like to relive that mo-
ment."

SEND-OFF CEREMONY

Indian table tennis team poses for a photograph during their send-off ceremony 

for the Commonwealth Games 2022, in New Delhi. 

Eugene, Jul 24 (AP):

The U.S. women pulled a
shocking upset over
Jamaica in the 4x100 relay
at world championships,
while the men finished
second after a sloppy
baton exchange that has
become a ritual for that
star-crossed team.

Andre DeGrasse beat
Marvin Bracy to the line
by .07 seconds to lift
Canada to the victory in
the men's race in 37.48 sec-
onds.

Bracy fell behind after
twice reaching back and
whiffing on the exchange
from Elijah Hall, who went
tumbling to the ground

after he finally let go of the
stick.

The U.S. women, a clear
underdog to a Jamaican
team that had won all but
one of the six sprint
medals at this meet, pulled
the upset when Twanisha
Terry held off 200 gold
medalist Shericka
Jackson for a .04-second
victory.

The American team,
which also included
Melissa Jefferson, Abby
Steiner and Jenna
Prandini, finished in 41.14.

Jamaica's fate might
have been sealed on a
messy first pass between
Kemba Nelson and Elaine
Thompson-Herah.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Amit Panghal will be
eager to exorcise the
ghosts of disappointing
Tokyo Games while
Lovlina Borgohain will
seek redemption after an
underwhelming World
Championship outing as
the country's pugilists
gear up to negotiate a
tricky path at the
Commonwealth Games.

Reigning world champi-
on Nikhat Zareen will also
be the cynosure of all eyes
as the Telangana boxer
will look to extend her
golden streak.

Nikhat has been on title-
winning spree having

emerged victorious at the
Nationals, the prestigious
Stradja Memorial tourna-
ment and the World
Championships. But at the
CWG, the 26-year-old will
have a different challenge.

Nikhat, who competes

in 52kg, has moved down
to 50kg category. The 2019
Asian Championship
bronze medallist and her
coaches will assess how
she adapts to the new
weight class so that they
can decide her event for

the Paris Olympics.
The weight loss may

lead to decrease in
strength but Nikhat is a
technically sharp boxer
who has ample experience
which should help her.

Lovlina has had a whirl-
wind year. The Assam
boxer, who prefers to keep
a low profile, was pushed
into the spotlight ever
since she won the bronze
at the Tokyo Olympics last
year.

The 24-year-old self-ad-
mittedly lost focus due the
endless functions and
other commitments out-
side the boxing ring,
which affected her per-
formance.

Rotherham, Jul 24 (AP):

France ended its run of
quarterfinal eliminations
in major tournaments by
beating the Netherlands 1-0
after extra time to advance
to the semifinals of the
Women's European
Championship for the first
time.

Eve P risset converted a
penalty in the 102nd
minute, following
Dominique Janssen's foul
on Kadidiatou Diani that
was awarded by video re-
view, to end the title defense
of the Dutch.

The French exited at the
quarterfinals stage in their
last five international tour-
naments Euro 2013, the

World Cup in 2015, the
Olympics in 2016, Euro 2017

and the World Cup in 2019
but the curse is over.

They completed the line-
up of teams in the semifi-
nals, where Germany
awaits on Wednesday. Host
nation England and
Sweden meet on Tuesday.

France has only ever
reached the semifinals of a
major tournament once be-
fore the World Cup in 2011.

An exciting, end-to-end
game went to extra time
only thanks to profligate
French finishing and the
brilliance of Netherlands
goalkeeper Daphne van
Domselaar, filling in once
again for Sari van
Veenendaal following the
Dutch captain's campaign-
ending shoulder injury
against Sweden in the
group stage. Her best save

came in the fourth and final
minute of stoppage time,
when she flew to her left to
tip aside a header from
Wendie Renard. A minute
earlier, Van Domselaar de-
fied Delphine Cascarino at
the near post having also
saved well from the winger
early in the first half.

France also struck the
post through Cascarino,
while Dutch defender
Stefanie van der Gragt
twice blocked shots on the
goal-line in the first half.

The best chance of the
many chances created by
France fell to Grace Geyoro,
who somehow headed wide
from three meters out in
the 87th minute and was
substituted moments later.

Champion at 19, Ashwini ready
for another splash at CWG

Euro 2022: France reaches semis, ends Dutch title defense

France's defender Selma Bacha and her temmates celebrates
after a goal during the UEFA Women's Euro 2022 quarter final
football match between France and Netherlands at the New York
Stadium, in Rotherham.

US women win relays in upset, while men flounder again

Jenna Prandini, Abby Steiner, Twanisha Terry and Melissa Jefferson
of Team United States celebrate after winning gold in the Women's
4x100m Relay Final on day nine of the World Athletics
Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field  in Eugene, Oregon. 

Amit Panghal, Lovlina seek redemption at CWG

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

With the WHO de-
claring monkeypox a
global public health
emergency of inter-

national concern and India
reporting four cases of the
disease, experts on Sunday
said there is no need to
panic as it is less conta-
gious and rarely fatal.
According to these experts,
a monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled by
strong surveillance.

The virus spread can be
contained by isolation of
confirmed cases and quar-
antine of contacts, they
said, and underlined that
immunocompromised in-
dividuals need to take care.
Senior scientist at Pune's
National Institute of
Virology (NIV) Dr Pragya

Yadav said monkeypox
virus is an enveloped dou-
ble-stranded DNA virus
having two distinct genetic
clades -- the central African
(Congo Basin) clade and
the west African clade.

"The recent outbreak
which has affected several
countries leading to a wor-
risome situation is caused
by the west African strain
which is less severe than
the Congo lineage reported
earlier. The cases reported
in India are also of the less
severe west African line-
age," she told PTI. The NIV
is one of the major insti-
tutes of the Indian Council
of Medical Research.

Epidemiologist and in-
fectious diseases physi-
cian Dr Chandrakant
Lahariya said monkeypox
is not a new virus. It has

been present globally for
five decades, and there is a
reasonable understanding
of its viral structure,
transmission and patho-
genicity, he added.

"The virus causes most-
ly mild illness. It is less
contagious and requires
close personal contact
with symptomatic individ-
uals in contrast to the
SARS-CoV-2 that had a res-
piratory spread and a high
proportion of asympto-
matic cases.

"There is every reason,
as of now, to believe that a
monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled and
the virus contained by iso-
lation of confirmed cases,
quarantine of contacts and
the use of authorised
smallpox vaccines as 'off-
label' for 'ring vaccination,"

Lahariya said, adding that
vaccination for the general
population is not currently
recommended.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
Saturday declared mon-
keypox a global public
health emergency of in-
ternational concern and
called on nations to work
closely with communities
of men who have sex with
men and adopt measures
that protect the health,
human rights and dignity
of affected communities.
More than 16,000 cases of
the disease have now been
reported from 75 countries
and there have been five
deaths so far as a result of
the outbreak.

Chief of Covid Working
Group of NTAGI Dr N K
Arora said there is no

need to panic because the
disease is less infectious
and rarely fatal. But indi-
viduals with immunocom-
promised states need to be
particularly careful, he
said. "Even though its
spread is a matter of con-
cern, there is no need to
panic. The virus can be
contained by strong sur-
veillance, isolation of con-
firmed cases, contact-trac-
ing," he told PTI.

Based on the lessons
learnt from the COVID-19
pandemic, India has put in
a surveillance system for
detection and tracking of
monkeypox cases in the
country. India has so far
reported four cases of the
disease three in Kerala
and one in Delhi.

The Centre on Sunday
held a high-level review

meeting after a 34-year-old
man from the national cap-
ital with no history of for-
eign travel tested positive
for the monkeypox virus.

The Union Health
Ministry had last week re-
viewed the functioning of
health screening of inter-
national travellers arriv-
ing in India at airports
and ports. Airport and
port health officers
(APHOs and PHOs) and
directors from regional of-
fices of Health and Family
Welfare who attended the
meeting were advised to
ensure strict health
screening of all arriving
international travellers to
minimise the risk of im-
portation of monkeypox
cases into the country, a
health ministry statement
had said.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Former Congress MP
Naveen Jindal on Sunday
hailed the government for
changing the country's flag
code by allowing the tri-
colour to fly both day and
night, saying it is a "very
progressive decision" that
will definitely encourage
more people to display the
flag with dignity and pride.
The government's move
came as it is going to
launch a 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' (hoisting of flag in
every home) from August
13 to 15 as part of the 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav'.

"This is a very progres-
sive decision. This amend-
ment to the Flag Code of
India will definitely en-
courage more and more
people to display the

Tiranga with dignity and
pride on all days of the
year and will also give a
boost to the 'Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign. Jai
Hind," said Jindal, a for-
mer Congress MP and the
president of Flag
Foundation of India. In a
letter to secretaries of all
central ministries and de-
partments, Union home
secretary Ajay Bhalla said
the display, hoisting and
use of the Indian national
flag is governed by the Flag
Code of India, 2002 and the
Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act, 1971.

The Flag Code of India,
2002 has been further
amended through an order
on July, 20, 2022 and clause
(xi) of paragraph 2.2 of
Part-II of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be

read as under: (xi) "where
the Flag is displayed in
open or displayed on the
house of a member of pub-
lic, it may be flown day and
night". Earlier, the tri-
colour was allowed to be
flown from sunrise to sun-
set, irrespective of weather
conditions.

Similarly, paragraph 1.2
of Part-I of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be
read as: "The National Flag
shall be made of hand spun
and hand woven or ma-
chine made, cotton/ poly-
ester/ wool/ silk khadi
bunting." Earlier, machine-
made and polyester flags
were not allowed to be
used. Industrialist and
president Flag Foundation
of India, Jindal welcomed
the latest amendment to
the Flag Code of India 2002.

Irani sends legal notice
to Congress leaders

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Union minister Smriti
Irani on Sunday sent a
legal notice to Congress
leaders Jairam Ramesh
and Pawan Khera, asking
them to apologise for their
"baseless and false" allega-
tions against the BJP
leader and her daughter.

Irani's action came a day
after the Congress leaders
alleged that her 18-year-old
daughter Zoish Irani ran a
bar illegally in Goa and
also targeted the minister
over this, demanding that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sack her from his
Cabinet. If they do not ten-
der an unconditional and
unequivocal apology and
withdraw their allega-
tions, Irani will initiate

civil and criminal proceed-
ings against them, the
legal notice said.

The notice has also been
sent to 'Mahila' Congress
leader Netta D'Souza and
the Congress party. "The
false allegations were in-
tended to hurt the reputa-
tion of our client as a min-
ister and a person in pub-
lic life, and also to outrage
her modesty and that of
her daughter," the notice
said. The Congress leaders
stooped to a new low,
morally and ethically, by
attacking Irani's young
daughter who is in her
first year at university and
at the threshold of a new
chapter of her life pursu-
ing her professional aspi-
rations, the notice sent by
Irani said.

Festival to showcase N-E India in Thailand
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

A three-day festival from
July 29 in Thailand will
showcase Northeast India
and explore the shared his-
tory through a series of
discussions, exhibitions,
buyer-seller meets, and
song, dance and fashion
events. The second edition
of the North East India
Festival is being organised
in Bangkok to celebrate
the 75th year of India's
diplomatic relations with
Thailand. The first edition
was organised in February
2019.

Bollywood actress
Andrea Kevichusa (of
"Anek" fame), stars from
the Northeast besides well-
known Thai actors will
walk the ramp for
Northeastern fabrics by
designers from the region

such as Anuradha Kuli,
Robert Naorem, Priyanka
Lama, Mami, Bidyut &
Rakesh, Iba Mallai,
Kivitoli Chishi, Meghali
Das and Daisy Momin.

Top musical bands of
the Northeast such as

Soulmate, David Angu &
the Tribe, Zubeen Garg
and band, Tetseo sisters,
and TaFMA will take the
stage. Famous rock band
from Thailand STAMP is
also scheduled to perform.
Delectable cuisines of the

Northeast will be another
attraction at the festival.

Representatives from
Northeastern states and
around 30 MSME entre-
preneurs will showcase
products from the region
with special focus on tea,

crafts, agro-horti products
and tourism, chief organ-
iser of the festival
Shyamkanu Mahanta
said. "The festival is an at-
tempt to create a market
for products from the
Northeast, promote
tourism, especially focus-
ing on Tai tourism cir-
cuits, and creating a con-
nect among people and ac-
ademia," Mahanta 
told PTI.

"We are trying to follow
the Act East vision of our
prime minister to connect
both the regions," he added.
With the focus on Tai cul-
ture of the Northeast, a
large team from the Tai
Khamti and Tai Ahom com-
munities will present their
history, heritage and cul-
ture and interact with
prominent Thai scholars
and historians.

PM holds meeting with CMs,
Dy CMs of BJP-ruled states

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
held a meeting with chief
ministers and deputy chief
ministers of BJP-ruled
states at the party head-
quarters here to deliberate
on the developmental
work done by them. The
meeting was also attended
by the BJP president, JP
Nadda, its senior leader
and Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav and
Vinay Sahsrabuddhe, who
heads the party's good gov-
ernance cell.

The chief ministers and
deputy chief ministers of
18 states where the BJP is
in power on its own or in
alliance with other par-
ties held deliberations on
achieving a 100 per cent
target of all centrally
sponsored welfare
schemes and flagship pro-

grammes, sources said.
Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma are among

those who attended the
meeting. Nagaland Chief
Minister Nephio Rio,
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha,
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Goa
Chief Minister Pramod

Sawant, and Tripura
Chief Minister Manik
Saha are also present.

Several deputy chief
ministers including
Maharashtra's Devendra
Fadnavis and Tarkishore
Prasad and Renu Devi
from Bihar attended the
meeting.
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A girl checks rakhis at a shop ahead of the Raksha Bandhan festival, in Mumbai, Sunday.

RAKSHA BANDHAN PREPARATION

Women in a traditional attire take a selfie during the Sawan festival programme, in Jabalpur, Sunday.

TRADITIONAL ATTIRE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP National President J.P. Nadda and Chief Ministers
of various states during the Mukhyamantri Parishad meeting, at BJP headquarters in New
Delhi, Sunday.

A hoarding of North East India festival at a metro station in Bangkok, Sunday.

African swine fever

Culling of pigs
commences in

Wayanad

Wayanad (Kerala), Jul 24 (PTI):
Culling of pigs to prevent
spread of African swine
fever in Wayanad district of
Kerala, where it was re-
cently reported, com-
menced from Sunday after
facing some opposition
from a farmer who was af-
fected by the government
decision. The sub-collector
of Mananthavady, where
the disease was reported
from two farms, said the
farmer in question and oth-
ers were convinced to coop-
erate with the culling
process by showing them
the test reports received
from the National Institute
of High Security Animal
Diseases in Bhopal where
the samples were sent.

The sub-collector, who is
coordinating the culling
operations, further said
the affected farmer, who
owns 360 pigs, was in-
formed that the measures
were being taken as per
the national protocol to
prevent spread of the dis-
ease to other areas or
farms and he agreed to co-
operate with the process.
She also said the compen-
sation process for the af-
fected farmers would be
expedited. Pigs at two
farms in Mananthavady
area of Wayanad district
tested positive for the dis-
ease, with all the animals
in one farm dying of
African swine fever, the of-
ficial said.

Naveen Jindal lauds govt
for amending flag code

VERY PROGRESSIVE DECISION

Video shows BJP flags
in UP Cong office

Matter being probed: Oppn

LLuucckknnooww,,  JJuull  2244  ((PPTTII)):: A video of
the BJP flags lying in the Uttar
Pradesh Congress Committee
office has left the Opposition
red-faced. After former party
leader Zishan Haider shared the
video on Twitter on Saturday,
Uttar Pradesh Congress
spokesperson Ashok Singh al-
leged it was the handiwork of
some mischievous elements.
The matter is being probed and
action will be taken against
those guilty, Singh said.
Meanwhile, Haider claimed he
is still an All India Congress
Committee member. "I have
been removed from the post of
party spokesperson by the UP
Congress. But, as far as ex-
pelling me from the party is con-
cerned, only the Congress party
president Sonia Gandhi can do
it," he said. However, Singh
maintained that Haider has
been "expelled" from the party.

‘Monkeypox less contagious, rarely fatal’
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Mishap
SShhiimmllaa:: Four people were
killed and three got
injured in a road accident
in Chamba district on
Sunday, police said. The
accident happened near
Satrundi, they said,
adding the wounded have
been admitted to Tissa
hospital for treatment.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: wo teenagers
drowned and three others
were rescued on Sunday
morning when they had
gone to take bath in a
pond on the outskirts of
Jaipur, police said. The
incident happened near
Aakda village, while two
boys slipped into deep
waters of the pond, three
others were rescued with
the help of villagers,
Rameshwar Lal, sub-
Inspector at Daulatpura
police station said.

Busted
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Punjab
Police on Sunday claimed
to have busted an inter-
state racket with the
arrest of three persons
involved in smuggling of
opium in an ambulance.
Police seized eight kg of
opium from an ambu-
lance on the Ambala-
Chandigarh highway on
Saturday, said Mohali
Senior Superintendent of
Police Vivek Sheel Soni,
while addressing the
media here.

Seized
JJaallppaaiigguurrii:: West Bengal's
forest department per-
sonnel on Sunday seized
timber worth Rs 30 lakh
from a truck in Jalpaiguri
district and arrested one
person in this connection,
an official said. Acting on
a tip-off, the forest per-
sonnel intercepted a
Kolkata-bound truck on
National Highway 31D
near Korotoa river under
the Belakoba Forest
Range limits, and recov-
ered the Burma teak from
the vehicle, he said.

Suicide
IInnddoorree:: A 27-year-old med-
ical student allegedly com-
mitted suicide on Sunday by
taking an overdose of an
anaesthetic in Indore dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh, a
police official said. An entry
in a diary found in her room
in a private hostel was
about the victim being fed
up of life, Inspector Tehzeeb
Qazi of Sanyogitaganj
police station said, adding
that the contents of the
diary were being probed.

Injured 
GGiirriiddiihh:: As many as 11
jawans of Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) were injured
after the vehicle carry-
ing them fell into a pit
in Jharkhand's Giridih
district on Sunday,
police said. 

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Monday, July 25,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

A Kanwariya carries holy water
from the Ganga river during their

pilgrimage in the month of
Shravan, in Ghaziabad, Sunday. 
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New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Mother nature is in deep
agony and the climate crisis
can endanger the very fu-
ture of this planet, outgoing
President Ram Nath
Kovind said in his farewell
address to the nation on
Sunday as he appealed to all
to protect the environment
for the coming generations.

Emphasising that the
country is getting equipped
to make the 21st century
"the century of India",
Kovind highlighted the im-
portance of healthcare and
education and said these,
along with economic re-
forms, would enable citi-
zens to pursue happiness by

discovering their potential.
President-elect Droupadi

Murmu will be sworn in as
the country's 15th President
on Monday.

In his last televised ad-
dress to the nation, Kovind
said, "The pandemic has
underlined the need to fur-
ther improve the public

healthcare infrastructure. I
am glad that the govern-
ment has accorded top pri-
ority to this task.

"Once education and
healthcare are in place, eco-
nomic reforms will let citi-
zens find the best course for
their lives, he said, adding
that "I firmly believe that
our country is getting
equipped to make the 21st
century, the century of
India". He said the National
Education Policy will go a
long way in making it possi-
ble for young Indians to
connect with their heritage
and also find their feet in
the twenty-first century.

The president made a
special mention of the

threat to the environment
and asked all citizens to
take care of it for future
generations.

"Mother Nature is in
deep agony and the climate
crisis can endanger the
very future of this planet.
We must take care of our
environment, our land, air
and water for the sake of
our children.

"In our daily lives and
routine choices, we must be
more careful to protect our
trees, rivers, seas and
mountains as well as all
other living beings. As the
first citizen, if I have to give
one advice to my fellow citi-
zens, it has to be this," he
added.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who was
recently appointed sen-
ior observer for the
upcoming Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls,
held a meeting with the
party's top leaders from
the state here on
Sunday.
The meeting was attended by
AICC state in-charge Rajiv
Shukla, observers Sachin Pilot
and Partap Singh Bajwa, Pradesh
Congress Committee chief and
MP Pratibha Singh and among
others, during which Baghel

deliberated on imparting booth
management training and
strengthening grassroots organi-
sation ahead of the polls. The
leaders, also including chairman
of the campaign committee
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu and
Pradesh committee working

president Vinay Kumar,
ideated the campaign
going forward and dis-
cussed the media strate-
gy, sources said.
Assembly elections in
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh are likely to be
held later this year. The
Congress is looking to

wrest power from the BJP in both
states. In the last round of
Assembly elections, the grand
old party lost Punjab to AAP and
gave a dismal performance in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa
and Manipur, with the BJP retain-
ing power in the four states.

Murmu to become 10th
successive prez to
take oath on July 25

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Droupadi Murmu will
become the 10th succes-
sive president to take oath
on July 25 since 1977.

Records show that since
1977, successive presidents
have taken oath on July 25.

India's first President
Rajendra Prasad took oath
on January 26, 1950 -- the
day India became a
Republic.

In 1952, he went on to
win the first presidential
poll. He won the second
presidential election and
was in office till May 1962.

S a r v e p a l l i
Radhakrishnan took oath
as the president on May 13,
1962 and was in office till
May 13, 1967.

Two presidents -- Zakir
Husain and Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed -- could not
complete their tenures as
they died in harness.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Eighteen candidates
have shared the top rank
in CISCE class 12 examina-
tion with a score of 99.75
per cent, according to re-
sults announced on
Sunday.

The second rank has
been shared by 58 candi-
dates who scored 99.50 per
cent while 78 candidates
scored 99.25 per cent to
share the third rank.

The pass percentage in
the exams stood at 99.52
per cent with girls out-
shining boys by a very
small margin, officials
said.

In a first, the board had

conducted the exams in
two terms. Explaining the
result computation formu-
la, board secretary Gerry
Arathoon said, the first se-
mester marks of each sub-
ject have been halved with
the exception of subjects

like geometrical, mechani-
cal drawing and art.

These marks have then
been added to the second
semester and practical/
project marks to arrive at
final marks in each sub-
ject, he added.

Jammu, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
said India is well-equipped
to give a befitting reply to
"anyone who casts an evil
eye on us" and expressed
confidence that the country
will emerge victorious in
case of any war.

Pitching for reclaiming
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK), Singh
said that it is a part of India
and will continue to remain
part of this country.

"I want to tell you with
confidence that if any for-
eign powers cast an evil eye
on us and if there is a war,
we will become victorious,"
Singh said during an event
organised to commemorate
Kargil Vijay Diwas' here.

He said that India defeat-
ed Pakistan in all the wars
since 1947 and after bitter
defeat, they engineered

proxy wars.
After tasting defeats in

direct wars of 1965 and
1971, Pakistan adopted the
path of proxy war. For over
two decades, it has tried to
bleed India with a thousand
cuts'. But, time and again,
our brave soldiers have
shown that no one can dis-

turb the unity, integrity and
sovereignty of India, Singh
said, assuring the nation
that the armed forces are
ready to face all future chal-
lenges.

Mumbai, Jul 24 (PTI): 

A road rage incident in
Mumbai led to the abduc-
tion of a 37-year-old beauti-
cian riding a two-wheeler al-
legedly by a  man and his
sister in suburban Khar, fol-
lowing which three persons
were arrested on Sunday,
police said.

The accused woman,
whose car dashed against
the two-wheeler of the beau-
tician, is identified as Aaya
Kadawala and her brother
as Faiz Kadawala, an official
said.

The incident occurred on
the Khar link road on
Saturday late night when a
car allegedly driven by Aaya
dashed against the two-
wheeler of the complainant,
leading to a heated argu-
ment between them, he

said. Meanwhile, Aaya
called up her brother Faiz
who in turn asked his
friends to reach the spot.

"They all started abusing
and assaulting the com-
plainant woman and her
cousin brother. The accused
took away her gold chain
and two-wheeler and bun-
dled her into their car. They
drove to a hotel in Bandra
where they again abused
and threatened the woman,"
the official said quoting the
First Information Report
(FIR). In her FIR, the
woman named the brother-
sister duo and five unidenti-
fied persons. Police on
Sunday arrested Aaya, Faiz,
and one more person under
various sections, including
365 (Kidnapping or abduct-
ing with intent secretly and
wrongfully to confine per-
son) and 392 (Punishment
for robbery), of the Indian
Penal Code, the official
added.

Saran, Jul 24:

Six people died following
an explosion inside the
home of a firecracker busi-
nessman in Khudai Bagh
village in Khaira police sta-
tion area of Bihar's Saran
district on Sunday.

The businessman was
identified as Shabir
Hussain. The explosion
caused a portion of the
house to blow up while the
remaining part caught fire.
According to the police, the
house is located on the
banks of a river, into which
a major part of the house
collapsed. As many as eight
people were trapped under
the debris. The injured per-
sons have been admitted to
the Sadar hospital in
Chhapra. The condition of
the eight injured is stated to
be critical. This village is lo-
cated about 30 kms from the
district headquarter

Chhapra.
"Six people dead after a

house collapsed due to a
blast in Chhapra. Efforts are
being made to rescue people
trapped under the debris.
We're investigating the rea-
son behind the explosion.
Forensic team and Bomb
disposal squad have also
been called," said Santosh
Kumar, Saran SP.According
to the police, firecrackers
were made made inside the
house where the blast took
place and explosions were
heard continuously for an
hour. The businessman al-
legedly sold crackers illegal-
ly during marriages. It is al-
leged that the house was an
illegal manufacturing unit
for firecrackers, reports
news agency PTI.

According to the report,
the intensity of the explo-
sion not only destroyed the
house but also damaged the
six adjoining houses. Cracks
have appeared in more than
six adjoining houses.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

The condition of the 34-
year-old man from Delhi,
the first in the city to con-
tract monkeypox, is "sta-
ble" though he had painful
lesions, official sources
said on Sunday.

A resident of west Delhi
with no history of foreign
travel, he was isolated at
the city government-run
Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
(LNJP) Hospital here
around three days ago after
he showed symptoms of
the disease.

"The patient is in a stable
condition. Efforts are on by

surveillance teams to trace
other people he may have
come in contact with. The
patient had painful lesions,
which is one of the symp-
toms of monkeypox. We
also analysed his condition
and ruled out several other
ailments," an official
source told PTI.

The person has no histo-
ry of foreign travel, but he
did travel domestically.
However, the source from
where he may have con-
tracted the infection is not
immediately known, they
said, adding, there is no
need to panic.

"Covid is highly trans-

missible, and a person even
standing near an infected
person can contract it via
sneezing and droplets.
Monkeypox is also a com-
municable disease, but if
proper distance is main-
tained and people wear
mask, it won't spread that
fast. So, I would urge peo-
ple to follow all safety pro-
tocols as they were doing to
keep COVID-19 at bay," the
source said.

The Delhi man is the
fourth reported cases of
monkeypox in the country.
Three cases of monkeypox
had earlier been reported
from Kerala.

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate moved the
Calcutta High Court on
Sunday challenging a
lower court order of send-
ing arrested West Bengal
minister Partha
Chatterjee to state-run
SSKM hospital.

Justice Bibek
Chaudhuri, after hearing
arguments by lawyers
representing the ED and
Chatterjee, reserved
judgement in the matter.

The central agency
challenged a Bankshall
Court order which direct-
ed that Chatterjee be
taken to the state-run

SSKM hospital,
It also claimed that the

lower court can direct ad-
equate treatment of a per-
son but cannot specify a
particular facility.

The ED moved a revi-
sion petition before the
high court and sought
permission for an urgent
hearing during the day.

The lower court on
Saturday remanded
Chatterjee to two days' ED
custody while sending
him to the hospital on a
prayer by his lawyers that
he was unwell and needed
medical treatment.

Counsels for the ED
claimed that Chatterjee, a
senior minister in the

state, is an influential per-
son and as such should
not be kept in a state-run
hospital.

Chatterjee's lawyers op-
posed the prayer and said
his treatment was being
done appropriately at
SSKM hospital.

The ED suggested that
Chatterjee can be treated
at an AIIMS hospital
which has a very good
healthcare infrastructure.

Chatterjee was arrested
on Saturday by the cen-
tral agency in connection
with its probe into the al-
leged school jobs scam
and was hospitalised in
the evening after he com-
plained of uneasiness.

PREZ'S FAREWELL MESSAGE 

‘Protect environment
for future generations’

CRUCIAL MEETING

Baghel holds meeting
on HP polls

̈ Booth management
training, grassroots
organisation 
discussed

‘India will emerge victorious
in case of any war’

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh addresses a programme
commemorating ‘Kargil Vijay

Diwas’, in Jammu, Sunday.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Sunday said the Centre has
decided to set up joint theatre
commands of the tri-services
to enhance coordination among
the armed forces. The defence
minister also said India is mov-
ing quickly from being the
world's largest importer of
defence equipment to an
exporter. He was speaking dur-
ing a programme organised by
the Jammu Kashmir People's
Forum at Gulshan Ground near
Jammu University in Jammu to
pay tributes to the martyrs of
the Indian Armed Forces.

‘Joint theatre 
commands of
tri-services’

Six killed in firecracker explosion
in businessman house

̈ Eight injured

Woman assaulted in
Mumbai road rage

̈ Brother-sister duo
among three held

FUTURE AGNIVEERS

Aspirants outside an examination centre before appearing for the Agniveer Armed Forces recruitment exam, in Patna, Sunday. 

GIRLS OUTSHINE BOYS

CISCE class 12 results declared
̈ 18 candidates

share top rank

Students celebrate their success after the declaration of class
12th result of ICSE at Rani Laxmi Bai School in Lucknow, Sunday. 

‘Monkeypox-infected Delhi
man stable, had painful lesions’

The new patient who
is presently recovering
at a designated isolation
centre at the Lok Nayak
Hospital had attended a
stag party in Manali in
Himachal Pradesh re-
cently, official sources
told PTI.

A resident of West
Delhi, the patient was
isolated at the Hospital
around three days ago
after he showed symp-
toms of the disease.

Patient attended stag
party in Manali

ED moves HC against arrested Bengal
minister’s admission to state-run hospital

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2244::  DPS Bhilai has
maintained its unique place by
securing for itself an excellent
position in the Secondary
School Examination, 2022 con-
ducted by the CBSE. Out of the
total 406 students who ap-
peared for the examination, 382
students (94.08%) were placed
in the First Division. Dhwani D/o
Dr  Annapoorani & Dr
Kuzhunathan Hariharan
Ramesh, Mayank Narayan S/o
Smita &  Dr Vivekanand and
Mrunal Kulkarni D/o Vaishali
Kulkarni and Mahendra
Kulkarni all  three shared the
top position in the school with
99.4%. 

Utsava Vardhana S/o Sweta
Shree & Manish Kumar secured
the second position with 98.6%
and Arnav Baranwal S/o
Rashmi Baranwal & Mukul
Kumar, Master Ayush Patel S/o
Abha Patel & Arvind Kumar
Patel, Malvika Gupta D/o
Bhumika Gupta & Abhishek
Gupta and Prakhyaa  Tiwari D/o
Shraddha Tiwari & Pravin
Kumar Tiwari shared the third

position in the school  with
98.4%. Total 154 students
scored more than 90% in ag-
gregate and the average aggre-
gate mark per student is 83.36.

The other students who se-
cured commendable position
are Pranav Parganiha (98.2),
Perayil Sudhakar Nair (98),
Abhishek Dewangan (97.8),
Krishna Agrawal (97.8), Ashi
Agrawal (97.6), Shireen Sonker
(97.6), Anshdeep Singh Saini
(97.4), Arijit Kuila (97.4),
Akshita Sondhi (97.2), Shruti
Agrawal (97), Auroshis
Samantaray (96.8), Rishi Sethi
(96.8), Varun  Agrawal (96.6),
Sidharth Sandeep Srichandan
(96.4), Swasti Sarangi (96.4),
Prashast Pillai (96.2),  Sanskriti
Jain (96.2), Ayushee Sharma
(96), Shreyash Chaudhary (96),
Soumya Awasthi (96), Vaani
Chopra (96), Yashvardhan Singh
(96), Anirudh Sharma (95.8),
Arushi Jaiswal (95.8), Siya Rai
(95.8),  Tanjil Ahmed (95.8),
Anany Manikpuri (95.6),
Shashank Singh (95.6), Aarav
Choudhury (95.4),  Abhilipsha
Mahanta (95.4), Abhiraj Roy
(95.4), Aditya Deo Singh (95.4),

Manya Jain (95.4), Mohammad
Ayaan (95.4), Neetya Dewangan
(95.4), Palakshi Agrawal (95.4),
Ritvik Kar (95.4), Sakshi Hirway
(95.4),  Tishya Jena (95.4),
Vansshiekaa Singh (95.4), Aditi
Mishra (95.2), Gitashree Sahu
(95.2), Himanshikha  Singh
(95.2), Thomas Sajeev Varghese
(95.2), Aanya Goyal (95),
Sreshthansh Mahanty (95),
Kancharana Venkata Pranay
Kartik (94.8), Mahi Jain (94.8),
Mayank Kumar Verma (94.8),
Vedant  Kumar (94.8), Sakshi
Thakur (94.6), Yadnesh Hirway
(94.6), Anshul Naik (94.4), Archit
Agrawal (94.4),  Kanha Agrawal
(94.4), Paras Tahilramani (94.4),
Srijan Kumar Sahu (94.4),
Mohammad Izaan (94.2),  Nidhi
Mithiya (94.2), Shivanshi
Banchhor (94.2), Gouri Gupta
(94), Harshita Umashankar (94),
Kripa  Rachel Tom (94), Mahak
Somani (94), Divyendu Jena
(93.8), Siddharth Khubchandani
(93.8), Anand  Singh (93.6),
Anoushka Saha (93.6), Charessa
Henry (93.6), Meenal Patel
(93.6), Ishita Singh (93.4),
Kommuri Aravind (93.4),
Aranyika Mukherjee (93.2),

Sneha Sharma (93.2), Aanya
Selvaraj (93), Kumar  Ishaan
(93), Satyajit Behera (93),
Aarushi Srivastava (92.8),
Adarsh Kulkarni (92.8), Mahek
Jaiswal (92.8), Parvatneni
Spandana (92.8), Salil Ilme
(92.8), Anurag Yadav (92.6),
Anushka Soni (92.6),  Hanshika
Tandon (92.6), Thota Sanskriti
Naidu (92.6), Divya Chaudhary
(92.4), Gitika Goswami (92.4),
Pranav Bijurkar (92.4), Yukti
Sirmour (92.4), Nitin
Mansarowar (92.2), Siddhant
Verma (92.2), Srishti  Tripathi
(92.2), Aanchal Pandey (92),
Aryan Jamulkar (92), Kritika
Sharma (92), Lakshya
Dewangan (92),  Prashant
Pandey (92), Saniya Agrawal
(92), Yadavilli Keerthi
Shruthivalli (92), Yuvraj Sahu
(92),  Anubhav Mahule (91.8),
Divyansh Raj Kashyap (91.8),
Naman Lalwani (91.8), Tanishka
Agrawal (91.8),  Vaishnavi
Nandurkar (91.8), Aanjneya
Pankharaj (91.6), Arya Singh
Sidar (91.6), Ashutosh Kumar
Kushwaha (91.6), Chiranjeev
Anil Shekokar (91.6), Jairaj
Singh Mission (91.6),

Samruddhi Gajbhiye (91.6),
Samyak Jain (91.6), Shaurya
Srivastava (91.6), Shravya
Kesharwani (91.6), Shubh
Khandelwal (91.6), Armaan Jain
(91.4), Aryan Sinha (91.4), Disha
Dwivedi (91.4), Harshwardhan
Golchha (91.4),  Nischal Pandey
(91.4), Parth Jangir (91.4),
Aanya Kesharwani (91.2), Mansi
Agrawal (91.2), Rishu Tiwari
(91.2), Satyam Singh (91.2),
Anuj Chandramaoli (91), Ajitesh
Sreejit (90.8), Anubha Banpela
(90.8),  Disha Ukey (90.8), Archit
Kumar (90.6), Esa Eshita (90.6),
Riya Dhanwani (90.6), Servestha
(90.6),  Amogh Tonape (90.4),
Eishita Mishra (90.4), Raghuraj
Singh (90.4), Stutishree Tiwari
(90.4), Toshi Sahu (90.4), Aditya
Sahoo (90.2), Prachet Sinha
(90.2), Rajeev Gokhale (90.2),
Anadi Vyas (90), Dhanav  Kumar
(90), Ishita Anil (90) and Kripa
Tawri (90).

The school management ex-
pressed its appreciation for the
school's achievement and con-
gratulated the Principal, staff,
students and parents for their
untiring efforts to achieve such
a grand success.

SNGVB students achieve
exuberant results

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: SNG Vidya
Bhavan's CBSE Class 10th
students have achieved exu-
berant results in the Board
examination 0f 2021-22 with
98% passed result. The
School Manager VK Babu
was extremely happy and
appreciated the hard work
of Students and teachers for
their excellent performance
and exhorted the teachers
to continue the hard work.
At the outset the first posi-
tion was secured by Divya
Choudhary with 84.6%, sec-
ond position by B Navneet

and the third position was
bagged by Kashish Nishad
making the SNG family
very proud. SNG Vidya
Bhavan achieved a new
landmark in educational
service. The School Asst
Manager Vinay
Peethambaran, Vice
President (Org) TU Sunil,
Correspondent KS
Chandran & other
Executive Committee mem-
bers, along with Principal
In-charge Dr Komal Bedi
and all other Staffs have
congratulated and conveyed
their best wishes to the stu-
dents for their bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Students of
Bhilai Nair Samajam
School came out with fly-
ing colours in the CBSE re-
sults of class X and XII. In
Class 10th, Anushka Sahni
got first position in the
school by securing 94.2
percent marks, K Anushka
Hariharno got second po-
sition by securing 93 per-
cent marks and Shreya
Dulelkar and Gauri

Khalelkar secured the
third position by securing
91 percent marks. In class
X, 26 students have
brought laurels to the
school by securing 75 per-
cent marks.

The result of class XII
was also excellent. Pallavi
secured 92.4 percent
marks and stood at first
position in the school.
Niharika Singh secured
the second position by
scoring 87 percent marks,

Vishwas Kumar stood
third by scoring 86.2 per-
cent marks.

Shivank Sharma scored
83.2%, Ritika Sharma
scored 74%: and Piyush
Pandey made the school
proud by securing 73.8
marks. For this excellent
result, the Management
Committee, Principal and
all the teachers congratu-
lated the students for their
success and wished them a
bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: A felicita-
tion ceremony for the top-
pers of 10th and 12th board
exams was organised by
Kumhari Municipal
Council the other day. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
OSD Manish Banchhor,
Municipal Council
President Rajeshwar
Sonkar, Councillor Lokesh
Sahu and other dignitaries
were present.

CM Bhupesh Baghel ad-
dressed the gathering and
praised the students for
their excellent academic
scores and rewarded them
with certificates and cash
prizes. It is a matter of
great honour and pleasure
to appreciate and reward
the hard work as well as
the performance of
Jahnavi Chhatre, a stu-

dent of SAGES Janjgiri,
who made the school
proud by scoring 96%
marks in CGBSE 10th
Board Examination. She

received a cash prize of Rs
2000 and a certificate.
Principal Mini
Gopinathan and all the
teachers were full of pride.

COB#6 ready for commissioning after hot repairs
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Bhilai
Steel Plant's Coke Oven
Battery No 6 that has been
under repair is now ready
for commissioning. The
charging process of the
battery's ovens after com-
pletion of repair activities
was begun on 22nd July 22
by Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works).

On 23rd July 2022, the
first pushing of the oven
that signals the commis-
sioning of battery was
done by Director In-
charge, Anirban Dasgupta.
Present were Executive
Director I/c Pers & Admin,
KK Singh, ED (MM), AK
Bhatta, ED (Works) Anjani
Kumar, ED (Projects) S
Mukhopadhyaya, Chief
General Managers and
other senior officers of the
Plant. Rajiv Shrivastava,
CGM (CO & CCD) and offi-
cers and members of Coke

Ovens Collective were
present in large numbers.

Coke Oven Battery#06
was commissioned on 19th
June 2011 after its rebuild-
ing. After serving for
around 11 years, hot repair
of Battery #6 was under-
taken from January 2022.

The hot repair jobs of
COB 6 involved refurbish-
ing of battery proper in-
cluding oven top equip-
ment, Door Extractor plat-

form, Machines tracks,
Stand Pipe cap sealing
modification along with
revamping of battery ma-
chines.

The repair will not only
enhance the life of the bat-
tery, it will also help in en-
vironment conservation. It
is estimated to save around
200 lakh litres of water an-
nually along with 70% re-
duction in fugitive emis-
sions to help contain the

air pollution.
The repair was accom-

plished by a team of Coke
Ovens along with major
sections of the Capital
Repair Group of
Mechanical and Refractory,
Mechanical & Electrical
Maintenance, Heating &
Regulation and associated
departments like
Instrumentation, Civil
Engg Deptt etc.

The working accom-

plishments, strategy and
planning, execution was
well appreciated by the
Director in Charge. Safety
ensured during this kind
of typical repair was spe-
cially applauded.

Following the battery
pushing activity, Director
In-charge and Executive
Directors also planted
saplings in the garden
near the coke oven works
building.

Noni Sashaktikaran Yojana inspires
young girls to follow their dreams

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24:
Enthusiastic and deter-
mined young girl
Chanchal Bijora is all set
to follow her dreams. She
had received an amount of
Rs 20000 under
Mukhyamantri Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana in
her bank account.

She wants to save this
money for her college
studies. Even at a young
age, this girl's concern
about her future makes
her stand distinctly from
others. Chanchal wants to
join the administrative
services and be a part of
the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment. She wants that the
dream of every needy per-
son should be fulfilled.

With the dream of admin-
istrative service, Chanchal
says that why not to dream
big.

Today the government's
Noni Sashaktikaran Yojna
is giving such encourage-
ment to the girls that they
are ready to fly. Some have
dreams to become an IAS
while others dream to be-
come teachers.

Keeping the focus of

women empowerment, the
state government has
transferred an amount of
Rs 1.80 lakh in the bank ac-
counts of 09 girls of the
district on this Republic
Day. The beneficiaries of
Mukhyamantri Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana are
Chanchal Bijora, Sonia,
Amrita Sahu, Varsha,
Shweta, Payal, Mahi
Amrit, Muskaan, Dimple

and Neha. They have ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the government for this as-
sistance.

Under the Chief
Minister Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana, 462
eligible beneficiaries have
been benefitted in the dis-
trict with an amount of Rs
92.40 lakh. By transferring
this amount directly into
the bank accounts of
labour families, the gov-
ernment is working to-
wards making the daugh-
ters strong and self-de-
pendent. With this initia-
tive, the underprivileged
families are getting oppor-
tunities for self-employ-
ment along with educa-
tion. The monetary assis-
tance is also reducing the
burden of family in the
marriage of daughters.

BSF rescues accident victims 
in remote area of Dandakvan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: A passen-
ger bus moving from
Narayanpur to Durg met
with an accident in the re-
mote Dandakvan area on
Saturday. Due to heavy
rainfall and high speed,
the driver lost control over
the vehicle after which the
bus collided with a tree on
the roadside. The accident
occurred about one kilo-
metre away from the BSF
Tactical Headquarters lo-
cated in Dandakvan.

On information, the
jawans of 11th BSF
Battalion rushed to the
mishap site and launched
the rescue operations. Two
women of Bhilai identified
as Sandhya Dahariya (37)
and Karena Dahariya (42)
had suffered injuries in the

mishap. After giving them
first aid, the BSF jawans
rushed them to the hospi-
tal of 11th BSF Battalion
for treatment. Later the
victims were shifted to

District Hospital in
Narayanpur. BSF jawans
are not only fighting the
naxals but are also accom-
plishing its responsibili-
ties towards the society. IG

Indraj Singh (Frontier
Headquarters, BSF, Bhilai)
appreciated the jawans of
11th Battalion for immedi-
ately responding to rescue
the accident victims.
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CM felicitates meritorious
student of SAGES, Janjgiri

BNS students come out
with flying colours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Students
of Maitri Vidya Niketan,
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali
brought laurels to the
school by their outstand-
ing performance in class -
X Board Examination
2022.

Tanisha Dewangan
topped with 96.8%,
Tumeshwari Sahu stood
2nd with 92.6%, Roshini
Sahu stood 3rd with
90.6%, Kritika Singh

stood 4th with 88.3%,
Abhishek Singh stood 5th
with 87.2%, V.Kavya stood
6th With 87%, Prerna
Thakur and Chandan
Prasad Mehta got 7th
Position with 86.6%,
Yugal Kishore stood 8th
with 86% Sakshi Sahu
Stood 9th with 85.5%and
Veena stood 10th with
85%.

Total 223 students got
distinction in different
subjects. The result of stu-
dents was very much en-
couraging and apprecia-

ble which showed the ef-
forts of the teachers, stu-
dents and the support as
well as motivation of the
parents and the school.

Rajam Sudhakaran,
President MECA,
Directors S Sajeev & S
Sajan, Director and
Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal
Dr Beena Sajeev, Head
Mistress Nishi Sajan,
teachers and staff mem-
bers congratulated the
students and wished them
for their bright future.

MVN students shine in
Class - X Board Exam

DPS Bhilai students excel in AISSE-22HMS always struggled in
employees’ interests

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 24: Bhilai
Shramik Sabha (HMS)
President HS Mishra said
that their union has al-
ways struggled in the in-
terests of the employees.
The union always fought
the adversities and never
stepped back.

In view of the upcom-
ing representative trade
union election, he said
that the employees have
witnessed the works of
other unions and now
they have made up their
mind to support Bhilai
Shramik Sabha.

He appealed to the em-
ployees of Bhilai Steel
Plant to exercise their
franchise on July 30. He
added that since the last
elections, the work of all

unions and the ability of
their leaders have been
exposed.

HMS always fought in
the interest of the em-
ployees. While struggling
for the interests of em-
ployees, HMS leaders suf-
fered baton charge during
the strike. The union
emerged stronger after
this oppressive act on the
part of management and
police.

He further said that
Bhilai Shramik Sabha
cannot put the interest of
the employees on stake
for selfish benefits, due to
which the management
always remains irked
with this union. HMS has
been raising employee de-
mands through gate
demonstrations and
struggles for the past sev-

eral years. The SAIL em-
ployees are aware that
HMS has always taken de-
cisions in favour of the
employees. HMS has
fought against every arbi-
trary, dictatorial and
wrong policy of the man-
agement.

He said that during
elections, every union
makes tall promises.
There are some local
union leaders who are
trying to defame the lead-
ers of NJCS. Such leaders
do not exist anywhere ex-
cept Equipment Chowk
and Bhilai.

Further, they have no
organization at district,
state or national level. He
urged the workers not to
get lured with such
tempting promises and
take the correct decision.
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‘JALABHISHEK’

Devotees (Kanwariyas) of Lord Shiva in large number carrying sacred water for
‘Jalabhishekh’ to Lord Shiva and going to Mahadev Ghat to offer prayers and seeks
blessings.

Speaker VS unveils statue of Late Bisahu Das Mahant
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant un-
veiled the statue of Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant
in front of High School’s
swimming pool in Nagar
Panchayat Pendra. Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant
was a well-known politi-
cian and served as
Minister in the first cabi-
net of undivided MP. It
was on occasion of 44th
anniversary of Late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant on
July 23 the Speaker
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha Dr Charandas
Mahant offered rich floral
tributes and unveiled the
statue.

Dr Mahant on this occa-
sion also laid stone and
dedicated development
works worth Rs 3 crore
and this included dedica-
tion of ‘Gouthan’ con-
structed under ‘Narwa-

Garuwa- Ghurwa- Bari’
Scheme at the cost of Rs
19.11 lakh and RCC drain
and CC road in different
wards of Pendra at the
cost of Rs 2.80 crore.

On this occasion Dr
Mahant said that we all
are following on the foot-
steps of my father Late
Bisahu Das Mahant and
rendering services to the
people. Addressing the
gathering in
Chhattisgarhi language,
Dr Mahant said that his
family is associated with

Pendra since beginning.
He informed that late
Bisahu Das Mahant used
to live as tenant in
Dewangan’s family from
1949-50 in Champa and
was well-aware of prob-
lems related to Kosa pro-
duction and marketing.
On winning the elections,
he worked with sole objec-
tive for promotion of Kosa
cloth production. Dr
Mahant informed that
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant was visionary of
Bango Dam and after con-

struction of Bango dam,
irrigation facility in
Janjgir-Champa, Raigarh
and electricity production
in Korba district in-
creased. He said that the
state government is work-
ing for development of the
state through schemes like
‘ N a r w a - G h a r u w a -
Ghurwa- Bari’, cow-dung
purchase, GNY and others.

Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal said
that Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant is still alive in the
hearts of the people of the
region. Terming it historic
day for people of Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi, he un-
veiled the statue. He said
that it was because of Late
BD Mahant that there was
expansion of industries in
Korba district and it was
his inspiration that the VS
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant, LS MP Korba
Jyotsna Mahant and we all
are following upon his
footsteps and working con-

tinuously for development
of the region.

LS MP Jyotsna Mahant
said that Late Shri Bisahu
Das Mahant despite being
a big leader and Minister
in politics lived his life like
a farmer and a common
man. He lived life with
simplicity, purely un-
selfish and put his entire
life for the service to the
needy and poor. Contrary
to this it is the poeple of
the region who gave us op-
portunity to fulfill half-ful-
filled dreams of the people
of the region and for
which she expressed her
gratitude towards people
of Gourela, Pendra and
Marwahi. MLA Dr KK
Ghurav said that late BD
Mahant has done lot of so-
cial works and all the
works done in favour of
the society are worth fol-
lowing. Nagar Panchayat
Pendra President Rakesh
Jalan also addressed the
gathering.

Bike, car rally taken out on occasion of Kargil Diwas

Raipur, Jul 24: In the
three-day progarmme by
the members of Ex-Army
Foundation organized a
car and bike rally on the
first day on occasion of
Kargil Day on Sunday.
During this the special
guest Nayak Deepchand
was felicitated by Press
Club and after the
Himalaya Family felicitat-

ed Deepchand and other
persons of the Ex-Army
Foundation at Shaheed
Kaushal Yadav Chowk.

MLA Raipur (North)
flagged off the car and
bike-rally in the morning
and in this rally  Nayak
Deepchand was welcomed

at different chowks with
showering of flower petals
and the rally concluded at
Cardinal Warriors
Military School Mana.
Here the school children
performed cultural pro-
grammes based upon pa-
triotism.

Director of the School
Maj. Praveen Singh and
Nayak Deepchand, mem-
bers of Ex-Army
Foundation and the noted
citizens of the Society
were welcomed. Nayak
Deepchandji shared his
experiences with the
School children  and moti-
vated them towards patri-
otic fervor. In the end plan-
tation was carried out in
the memory of the mar-
tyrs of Chhattisgarh.

In this programme,
National President Ex-
Army Foundation Dinesh
Mishra (former
Armyman), National
Chairperson of Ex-Army

Foundation Veerangana –
Neetu Singh, State presi-
dent Dr Shubhra Rajak,
ex-Armymen of state viz.
Captain Virendra Singh,
Subedar Diwakar Mishra,
Lt. SK Shukla, Deepak
Singh, Rajesh Pandey,
Jitendra Singh, Kishore
Tiwari, Jaswant Kumar,
Mohit Kumar, Bhrigunath
Prajapati, Harpreet Singh,
Jitendra Prasad Gupta,
Shailendra Sahu, Sandeep
Singh, Brijesh Singh,
Vishal Singh, Pradeep
Rinkupal, JK Rathore,
Sajid Vishwakarma,
Hardeep, Harish Chand
Chourasia, Haripal and
others were present.

Process of admission in BTech Agri.
Engg and Food Tech from July 25

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: The on-
line counseling process
for admission in BTech
Agriculture Engineering
and BTech Food
Technology, BSc Honors
Agriculture, Horticulture
and Agro-Forestry cours-
es being run in govern-
ment and private colleges
under Indira Gandhi
Agriculture University in
the academic session
2022-23 will start from
Monday, July 25.
Interested candidates for
admission to undergradu-
ate courses can apply on
the university’s website
www.igkv.ac.in from 25
July to 15 August 2022 to
participate in the counsel-
ing process.

Guidelines and time
table for appearing in the
counseling are available
on the university website.
To participate in the
counseling, candidates

will have to register on-
line and upload docu-
ments between July 25 to
August 15 (12:00 PM). On
August 23, 2022, seats and
colleges will be allotted to
the candidates on the
basis of merit list of PET-
2022. Candidates will have
to appear in Swami
V i v e k a n a n d a
Agricultural Engineering
and Technology College,
Raipur for document test
from August 24 to 27. To
secure the allotted provi-
sional seat, it will be
mandatory for the candi-
dates to deposit the fees
online between August 24
to 28.

After seat allotment, if
the candidate is not able
to secure the seat due to
any reason and wants to
participate in the next
round of counseling,
then online application
will have to be made be-
tween 24 to 28 August. If
the candidate wants to

cancel the seat after se-
curing the seat and does
not want to participate in
any further process, then
the seat will have to be
canceled between August
24 to 28.

The allotment of seats
for auto upgradation and
class conversion will be
done between August 31
and September 1. After
auto upgradation and
class conversion, the in-
formation about the allot-
ted and vacant seats will
be made available on
September 4, 2022. The
second phase counseling
will be conducted from 09
to 20 September 2022 and
the last phase counseling
for spot and conversion
will be conducted from 23
to 26 September 2022.
Interested candidates can
visit the university web-
site www.igkv.ac.in for
more information regard-
ing counseling related
guidelines.

Police busts sex-racket
from five-star hotel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: The
Raipur police has busted
a sex-racket from a five-
star hotel in Magneto
Mall. The Police raided
the hotel and nabbed 11
girls from the hotel.

The case is that of
Telibandha thana.The
Police also nabbed the
agents along with the
girls involved in this sex

racket, as it was the
agent who used to bring
these girls to the Hotel.

In this sex-racket all
the girls are from out-
side the Chhattisgarh
state and this included
girls from Delhi,
Mumbai, Haryana,
Guajrat and Kolkata and
Bengaluru. The police
nabbed the accused and
taken the case under in-
vestigation.

One nabbed with
banned drugs, syrup

worth Rs 5600

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: It was on
tip of news from an in-
former, the Telibandha po-
lice nabbed a person try-
ing to sell banned drugs
and syrup and
Psychotropic drugs near
Shiv Mandir, Avanti
Vihar, Sheetala Talab
Telibandha Raipur here
on Sunday. The police
seized banned drugs and
syrup worth Rs 5600 from
his possession kept inside
a while-coloured bag in
his bike’s dickey and in-
cluding cost of the bike it
went upto Rs 40000 

When the police nabbed
and conducted search in

his bike bearing No. CG
04/NK/5980, they found
banned drugs and syrup
including 25 strips of
Nitrazepam and in which
2 strips of 10 -10 tablets
were together and in this
way there were 20 tablets
in one strips, totaling it to
be 500 tablets. The other
drugs seized included
Codeine Phosphate,
Chlorpheniramine Maleat
Syrup 100 ML and sealed.
Tablets of 500 and 15
pieces of bottles syrup
was worth Rs 5600 and in-
cluding the cost of vehicle
it reached to Rs 40000.

The accused nabbed
was Jitendra Tandi alias
Mota S/o Anil Tandi (27),
R/o New Shanti Nagar,
near Prajapati corporator,
Civil Lines thana Raipur
and a case under section
21 (G)  22 (K) of Narcotics
Act and under section 21
(G) and 22 (K) of COTPA
and were sent to judicial
remand.

St. Xavier’s students excel in ISC exam
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24: Students
of St. Xavier’s Raipur once
again performed excep-
tionally and came out with
flying colours in ISC
board examinations of
2022. The results were de-
clared on the 24th of July
2022.The school is proud to
have yet another cent per-
cent result with some ex-
cellent individual per-
formances. At least 9 stu-
dents scored above 90%
marks and 24 students got
distinction marks.

The performance of the
students is outstanding
with Shivangi Joshi scor-
ing an overall 97.5%

marks. She is closely fol-
lowed by Disha Tharwani
scoring 96.75% and Pooja
Panwani with 94.25%
marks. This is a proud
moment for the school as
students performed under
trying situations and
strict COVID guidelines
.The hard work and ac-
complishments are laud-

able.
The school owes the out-

standing performance to
the Chairman Dr. A. F.
Pinto and the Managing
Director Madam Dr. Grace
Pinto for being a constant
source of inspiration. The
school wishes all the stu-
dents a very bright and
glorious future.

Two nabbed for offering ‘Hukka’
and liquor in a restaurant

Raipur, Jul 24: In view of
strict instructions by SSP
Prashant Agrawal to take
strict action against
‘Hukka Bar’ in Hotel,
Restaurants and other
place, the Anti-Crime and
Cyber unit got tip from an
informer on July 23 that

owner of Mehfil
Restaurant are offering
‘Hukka’ and liquor and
even supplying matter re-
lated to ‘Hukka’ to the cus-
tomers. On this Addl. SP
(Rural) Kirtan Rathore
and Addl. SP (Crime)
Abhishekh Maheshwari
directed the in-Charge
Anti-Crime and Cyber
unit and Police team
Thana Mana camp to con-
duct the raid and nabbed

the accused.
On this the combined

unit of Anti-crime, Cyber
unit and Mana camp
Thana conducted raid at
Mehfil restaurant and
nabbed two on charges of
offering ‘Hukka’ puffs and
liquor in the restaurant.
The team during its search
found ‘Hukka’ related ma-
terial and when the two
were inquired, they dis-
closed their names as
Rekhraj Sahu and Sanjay
Sahu.

On his both were taken
into arrest along with 7
bottles of IMFL, 7 bottles
of beer, 3 ‘Hukka’ parts, 3
‘Hukka’ pipes, 7 packets of
‘Hukka’ flavours , 1 piece
heater and cash of liquor
sold worth Rs 1000 and
total quantity of items
worth around Rs 10000
from their possession.
Two were taken into ar-
rest under section 34 (2) of
Excise Act and under sec-
tion 4/21, 6/24 of COTPA
Act.

‘Mother used to see ghosts, walk backwards’
Raipur, Jul 24: Four days
after a woman committed
suicide by jumping into
Kharun river in presence
of her husband her body
was found in the river
bank in Urla area.
Meanwhile her daughter
made a shocking revela-
tion saying that her moth-
er used to see ghosts and
walk backwards.

The incident occurred in
the area falling under ju-
risdiction of DD Nagar po-
lice. Woman named
Basanti Barle visited
Mahadev Ghat in Raipur
along with her husband.
After a walk along the
river for some time, the
woman suddenly jumped
into the fast flowing river.

According to eyewit-
nesses, the woman’s hus-
band also jumped after her,
but could not save the
woman. He approached
the police and sought help.

DD Nagar police station
also reached the spot.
Efforts were made to trace
the woman with the help of
local divers but no success

could be achieved. Due to
the strong current, the
woman had flown ahead
through the water of the
river.

Four days after this inci-
dent body of the same
woman was found on the
banks of the river near
Guma village in Urla area.
When some villagers saw
the body, they informed the
police. The team of Urla
police station gave infor-
mation to other police sta-
tions of Raipur to identify
the body. It was known that
it was the body of the same
woman who jumped into
the river from Mahadev
Ghat on July 20. The rela-
tives also recognized the
woman.

Police came to know that
the woman had married
her boyfriend Panna
Chandrakar a year and a
half ago. This was his sec-
ond marriage. He has
three children from his
first marriage. The police
arrived to interrogate the
20-year-old daughter of the
woman. The daughter told

the police that her moth-
er’s mental condition was
not well. She often claimed
to see ghosts and some-
times she used to walk
backwards. However, her
health was improving for
some time. Even a few days
before the incident, she
had a normal telephonic
conversation. The daugh-
ter claims that her mother
was looking fine but how
suddenly this incident
happened is beyond com-
prehension.

The police also ques-
tioned the woman’s cur-
rent husband Panna
Chandrakar. The police
also questioned him about
a family dispute or change
in the woman’s behavior.
The woman’s husband de-
nied any dispute or health
problem in her. The police
is now probing the matter
under what circumstances
the woman must have
jumped into the river.
After the post-mortem, the
body of the woman was
handed over to the rela-
tives.

p ‘Hukka’ materials,
flavours and liquor
also seized

Man kills wife on
minor dispute,

surrenders later
Raipur, Jul 24: A man
killed his wife on Friday
night due to a dispute over
a minor issue in the area
falling under jurisdiction
of Gudhiyari police sta-
tion Raipur. After mur-
dering his wife he went to
the police station and sur-
rendered. The police regis-
tered crime of murder
against him.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, Prahlad Sahu, a
resident of Gudhiyari,
had a dispute with his
wife Mohini Sahu (45
years) on Friday night.
The dispute between the
two deepened so much
that the husband beat up
the wife and tied her
hands and feet and hanged
her on the grill.

Prahlad Sahu also has
two children. It is being
told that the children gave
this information to their
elder father. The Gudiyari
police station registered
the crime of murder
against him after the re-
port of the short PM.

Agent also taken into arrest

Girl stabs differently-abled
man to death 

Raipur, Jul 24: A different-
ly-abled man was allegedly
stabbed to death by a 16-year-
old girl in an incident of
road rage in capital Raipur
on Sunday, police said. The
incident took place in
Kankalipara area under the
Azad Chowk police station,
additional superintendent of
police (west) D C Patel said.
The minor who was riding a
two-wheeler attacked the
deaf and mute victim who
was on his bicycle, after the
latter failed to respond to her
horn, he said. The girl al-
legedly stabbed the man in
the neck with a knife that
she was carrying, killing
him on the spot, the official
said. The minor was de-
tained from Mandir Hasaud
area and the weapon used in
the crime was also recovered
from her, he said. An offence
under section 302 (murder)
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and the Arms Act has
been registered by the Azad
Chowk police, Patel said.
The detained minor will be
produced before the
Juvenile Justice Board on
Monday, he added.

Raman Singh tests
Covid-positive for

second time
Raipur, Jul 24: Former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Raman Singh on
Sunday said he has test-
ed positive for COVID-
19.

This is the second
time Singh has contract-
ed the coronavirus in-
fection after he tested
positive in September
2020.

The senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
leader tweeted that he
got himself tested after
exhibiting symptoms
and will comply with
the home isolation pro-
tocols. Singh appealed to
those who came in con-
tact with him over the
past few days to check if
they too were infected.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
wished a speedy recov-
ery to Singh.

A day earlier,
Chhattisgarh had re-
ported 511 coronavirus
cases and one fatality.

By the members of
Ex-Army
Foundation 

Nayak Deepchand
felicitated 

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, MONDAY, JULY 25,  2022

Ch’garh sees quieter summer this year with fewer Naxal attacks
Tikeshwar Patel

Raipur, Jul 24 (PTI):
Summer, usually the
toughest time for security
forces battling Naxal in-
surgency in Chhattisgarh,
has passed off relatively
peacefully this year.

Naxal attacks on securi-
ty forces increase between
March and June when the
rebels carry out what offi-
cials term as the ‘Tactical
Counter Offensive
Campaign’ (TCOC).

The ultras carry out
most of the offensives dur-
ing summer as tall grasses
and bushes dry up during
the season, providing clear
visibility to them about
the movement of security
forces in forests. Some of
the major Naxal attacks,
such as the Tadmetla inci-
dent of 2010 in which 76 se-
curity personnel were
killed, have taken place in
summer. But, various
camps set up in Naxal
strongholds by security
forces in the last three
years have helped the lat-
ter gain the upper hand
against the rebels during
this year’s TCOC and min-
imise losses, police

claimed. According to po-
lice statistics, seven secu-
rity personnel were killed
and 43 injured in 131 Naxal
incidents till June 30 this
year. As many as 41 securi-
ty personnel were killed
and 103 injured during the
same period last year.

Twenty eight security
personnel were killed and
50 injured in 2020, while 16
personnel were killed and
26 wounded in 2019 during
the same period.

Between January 1 and
June 30 this year, 14
Naxals were killed, while
18 rebels were killed in
2021, 20 in 2020 and 28 in
2019 during the same peri-
od. At least 43 new opera-
tional base camps were
opened by security forces
in strategically important
locations like Minpa,
Elmagunda, Potakapalli,
Tarrem, Kademetta,
Nahadi and Chandametta
(in seven districts of
Bastar region), Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told
PTI. “These are not only
facilitating development
works in the region, but
have also helped in block-
ing Naxal corridors and

supply chains, he said.
During the TCOC period

this year, security forces
carried out all the opera-
tional tasks carefully and
tactfully, he said.

“The strategy yielded
significant results, like the
recovery of bodies of
more than 14 Naxals fol-
lowing encounters while
286 rebels surrendered till
June. We also succeeded in
minimising losses on our
side, the official said.

Of the new camps, eight
were set up this summer,
he said. The security
forces also recovered 63
improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) and 26
weapons during opera-
tions in this period, the IG
said. We would continue to
sustain this advantage by
increasing our reach in
the areas where there is a
security vacuum and
thereby take steps to im-
prove the administrative
delivery mechanism
there,” he said. Asked if
the decline in violence in
Bastar was part of the
Maoists’ strategy to shift
their base from the region
to the Madhya Pradesh-
M a h a r a s h t r a -

Chhattisgarh zone, the IG
said a typical modus
operandi of the banned
CPI (Maoist) outfit is to
build pressure elsewhere
when they face heat in a
particular area.

But due to effective coor-
dination among security
personnel along the inter-
district and inter-state bor-
ders, Maoists have been
facing pressure in most of
their erstwhile strong-
holds, he claimed.

According to police,
around 40,000 security per-
sonnel — 30,000 from para-
military forces and 10,000
of the state police — are
deployed in the Bastar re-
gion for counter insur-
gency-operations.

Records show that
Naxals have mounted
major attacks during the
TCOC. On April 3 last year,
22 security personnel were
killed in a Maoist ambush
along the border of Sukma
and Bijapur districts.

Seventeen security per-
sonnel were killed in a
Naxal ambush in Minpa of
Sukma on March 21, 2020.

On April 9, 2019, BJP
MLA Bhima Mandavi and
four security personnel

were killed in a Naxal
blast in Dantewada dis-
trict.

An attack in Burkapal
area of Sukma on April 24,
2017 claimed the lives of 25
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel.

Besides, nine CRPF per-
sonnel were killed after
Naxals blew up a mine
protected vehicle (MPV) in
March 2018.

Even the deadliest
Tadmetla attack that
claimed the lives of 76 se-
curity personnel took
place in April 2010.

On the decline in Naxal
incidents during the
TCOC, CRPF’s
Chhattisgarh sector IG
Saket Kumar Singh said
security forces have devel-
oped ways and means to
tackle the traditional strat-
egy of Maoists.

Naxals operate with the
age-old guerrilla warfare
philosophy of hit, snatch
weapons and vanish into
the jungle. They also re-
sort to planting IEDs.
Recently, there is also a
trend of extensive use of
country-made barrel
grenade launchers,” Singh
said.

Addl Secy GoI inspects water
harvesting works

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2244::  BV Umadevi,
Additional Secretary, Home
Department, Government of
India (GoI), today reviewed the
works being done for water
harvesting in the district.
During this, Collector Chandan
Kumar, District Panchayat CEO
Rohit Vyas, Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Dinesh Nag were present. For
the treatment of the water
used by the citizens of
Jagdalpur city, the sewerage
treatment plant set up at
Balikonta as well as the
Sarovar under the Amrit
Sarovar scheme under con-
struction at Erpund and Ghat
Dhanora of Tokapal develop-
ment block, Ardan Dam built in
Erpund and Check Dam built in
Mavlibhata.  

Umadevi inquired about the
design, process, technology
and capacity of the sewerage
treatment plant. Officials said
that this sewerage treatment
plant of 25 MLD capacity is the
first operational plant in the
state. It works on sequencing
batch reactor process. In this
technology, the waste from the
city’s dirty water is separated
and put in the SBR tank. It

takes 90 minutes for filling and
aeration, followed by 45 min-
utes for settling and then 45
minutes for decanting and
after this Chlorine dosing is
done in it. 

Umadevi while expressing
her happiness over the opera-
tion of the state’s first sewer-
age treatment in Bastar,
stressed about the reuse of
this water. Officials said that
an action plan is being pre-
pared for the reuse of this
water and it will be imple-
mented soon.

Umadevi visited the lakes
under-construction under
Amrit Sarovar Yojana at
Erpund and Ghat Dhanora. She
also interacted with the near-
by farmers and appealed to
plant saplings on the bunds of
the ponds, so that greenery
and beauty remain here.

Expressing happiness over the
construction of the lake, the
farmers expressed their grati-
tude to the administration and
said that this would provide
irrigation facilities for their
fields as well as water for fish
farming and cattle. The offi-
cials also informed about the
proposal sent for the repair of
Matkot canal project passing
through Erpund village. The
sarpanch of Erpund, Ramdhar
Kashyap, said that by the con-
struction of the pond here, the
nearby farmers would get the
facility of farming. Farmers
will also be able to take two
crops easily. The farmers were
informed about the availability
of irrigation facilities in about
95 acres of fields of 25 farmers
from the Check-dam built at a
cost of Rs 13.20 lakh in
Mavlibhata. 

Due to JMC’s negligence people forced
to drink dirty water: Navneet 

Jagdalpur: On the other
hand, Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha (BAMM)
chief convener and Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh JK
Bastar district president
Navneet Chand said that
the reason for the increas-
ing outbreak of Dengue
and Malaria among the
people of Jagdalpur was
explained by the apathy of
the local governance and
local public representa-
tives. Chand met the
District Collector and de-
manded that a committee
be constituted for the
drinking water treatment
plant operated by the cor-
poration and an inquiry
should be conducted. He
said that in view of the im-
purity of water issued by

the PHE department of
Municipal Corporation
Jagdalpur from taps for
drinking water, the sam-
ples of water that came
through the teams from
the laboratory of the PHE
department were tested. In
the investigation report,
the report of water con-
taining 165.3 grade soil
was found. Opposing the
poor system of drinking
water, a committee was

constituted for the func-
tioning of the drinking
water treatment plant op-
erated by the corporation
and demanded to be inves-
tigated. Chand said that
the water sample is con-
taining 165.3 grade soil,
Which is not fit for human
consumption according to
the rules. According to ex-
perts, only water from
grade 1 to 5 is considered
potable for human beings.

Ensuring supply of potable drinking water is JMC’s prime job: Nag

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 24:
Jagdalpur Municipal
corporation (JMC) sup-
plies water to more than
18000 families in the
area everyday through
water tanks and
borewells. In the past, a
complaint was made re-
garding the supply of
contaminated water.

JMC Commissioner
Dinesh Kumar Nag said
that, if there is supply of
contaminated and dirty
water anywhere in the
house or locality of a
person living in the city,

they do not have to
worry about complain-
ing. Complaints related
to contaminated drink-
ing water supply can be
lodged only by calling on
the number Nidan 1100.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh
Kumar Nag while di-
recting the employees
on Saturday said that,
particular attention
should be paid on sup-
ply of quality water.
Drinking water should
be supplied only after
ensuring its purity.
Where there is daily
water supply, the water

there should be tested,
and to ensure that the el-
ements present in the
water remain in fixed
quantity as per the stan-
dards set, for this,
Chlorine should be
mixed with Alum,
bleaching powder and
lime according to the set
criteria. Any negligence
in this work will not be
tolerated. He said that
clean drinking water is
the right of the people
and it is our responsibil-
ity to provide it. He said
that strict action would
be taken against the
erring employees.

AAP’s public relations campaign in full swing

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 24: Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) state-
wide ‘Gaon, Mohalla
Jansampark’ (GMJ) cam-
paign is going on at the
grass-root level in
Chitrakoot Vidhan Sabha
(VS). AAP’s state supervi-
sor Chitrakoot VS Samir
Khan reached Chitrakoot
on Sunday and collected in-
formation by holding turn-
by-turn meetings with all
the team leaders and office
bearers.

AAP leader Samir Khan
informed that on the in-
structions of state presi-
dent Komal Hupendi, he

reached Chitrakoot VS to
inquire about the activities
of the party. A meeting was
held with all the workers
and everyone was asked to
inform the people about
the historic steps and work
of Delhi and Punjab gov-
ernment. Every poor child
in Delhi is getting good ed-
ucation; the test and treat-
ment of a sick person is

free, electricity bill also
comes to zero. To form
such a government in
Chhattisgarh, he talked
about reaching every vil-
lage, every house. He said
that people are very much
influenced by the work of
AAP and now people have
developed more confidence
on it.So it is necessary to
provide door-to-door infor-

mation about the honest
working of Kejriwal’s gov-
ernment in Delhi and
Punjab. So that it paves
way to form the govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh and
to implement the facilities
like Delhi, theere is just
need to make people aware
and connect with the party.

State supervisor and dis-
trict in-charge said that all

the workers have been
given the task of connect-
ing with the party by mak-
ing people aware by visit-
ing all the villages till July
30. He said people want
change and people now
have Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as a better option.

Speaking about living up
to the expectations of the
people, he motivated the
workers to reach every
house. AAP leader Samir
Khan said that many social
people of Chitrakoot VS
have been met. Soon the
process of including them
in the party will be carried
out. He said that people of
the area are joining AAP in
large numbers every day.
People are very fond of
Kejriwal’s honest policies,
he claimed.

Pranavananda Academy students
shine In CBSE Class XII & X exams

Raipur, Jul 24: A proud
and elated moment for the
Pranavananda Academy
again. The students of
class X and XII brought
glory to the school. In class
XII Science stream. First
place was bagged by
Priyanshi Roy with 97.4%,
Second by Aditya Nayak &
Himanshu Bisht with
91.4%, Third by Khushi
Ahuja with 90.6%and fol-
lowed by  Akshay Andani (
Commerce stream) with

89.6 % respectively.
Students individual

subject score:
Priyanshi Roy scored

99% marks in Physics,
Chemistry & Biology.

Aditya Nayak scored
97% marks in Computer
Science & 95 % marks in
Physics.

Himanshu Bisht scored
95 % marks in Physics.

Khushi Ahuja scored 95
% marks in Biology.

Akshay Andani scored

95 % marks in
Accountancy.

Deboleena Banerjee
Scored 95 % marks in
Physical Education.

In class X, Aditi Dubey
got First place in the
school with 93.3% and
Sangam Yadav stood at
Second place with 92.6%.
Third  place was secured
by Ravi Dayal with 91.5%.
Besides, Jasraj Chanana
got 85.2% and Akash
Singh got 85%  and made

the school proud by their
excellent performance.

Students individual
subject score:

Sangam Yadav scored 99
% marks in Applied
Mathematics &
Information Technology.

Aditi Dubey scored97 %
marks in Hindi Course A,
96 % marks in
Information Technology &
95 % marks in Science &
Social Science.

Ravi Dayal scored 96 %
marks inSocial Science &
Information Technology.

School Secretary Swami
Shivarupananda Maharaj
and Principal Mrs.
Anindita Ghosh congratu-
lated the students of Class
X & XII for their excellent
performance in CBSE
Examination.

Vedanta BALCO supported school
students bring laurels 

Korba, (Balconagar), Jul 24: 

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer
and a subsidiary of
Vedanta Aluminium is
committed to improving
the quality of education
in Balconagar, Korba. In
a recent feat of achieve-
ment, BALCO supported
DPS school students,
Anadi Agrawal of Class
XII from Commerce
Stream topped the dis-
trict with 97.6% marks
and Srijani Ray of class
X topped the district
with 99% marks.

In class XII results,
Shraddha Singh from
Science Stream secured
2nd position with 96.6%
marks. Total 11 students
secured 90% and above
marks. 94% students
have secured first divi-
sion and above. In class

X results, Md Shams se-
cured 2nd position with
98.4% marks and
Akshansh Namdeo se-
cured 3rd position with
97.8%. Total 38 students
have secured 90% and
above marks. Almost all
the students secured
first division or higher
marks. Ten students se-
cured 100 marks in
English, Sanskrit,
Mathematics Basic,
Mathematics Standard &
Social Science.

BALCO supported
Delhi Public School
BALCO, Korba (C.G.)
was established in the
year 2012 to provide
quality education to the
children living in and
around Balco Township.
The school is affiliated to
the Central Board of
Secondary Education,
New Delhi. Since its in-
ception, the institution

has been rendering its
commendable services
to the society in the form
of nurturing global citi-
zens.

Within a short span of
time the school has dis-
tinguished itself in the
field of education as well
as in the various cultur-
al and sports activities.

Extending his congrat-
ulations to the students
for their academic per-
formance Abhijit Pati,
CEO & Director, BALCO
said, “BALCO is commit-
ted to the growth and de-
velopment of its younger
family members along
with bolstering the edu-
cational facilities in the
region. Education is one
of our focus areas for
socio-economic interven-
tions in community, for
we believe that access to
quality education can
bring about a sea-change

in grassroots. We are
happy to see our efforts
become fruitful in trans-
forming the education
landscape in
Balconagar.”

Sharing his feeling of
joy and delight, Mr.
Kailash Pawar,
Principal, DPS BALCO,
said, “The exemplary re-
sult of our students is
significant with the fact
that they didn’t attend
school for two years
straight and hence, faced
difficulties during this
time. It was more diffi-
cult for class XII stu-
dents as they gave the
exam in a hybrid mode
(both online and offline).
Despite all the adversi-
ties and the bad times of
pandemic, our students
sailed through and came
with flying colours
which is very satisfy-
ing.”

Rift in Ch’garh Cong 

CM Baghel, rival Singh Deo to
meet top party leadership

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 24 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and his cabinet
colleague and rival T S
Singh Deo will meet the
Congress high command
here on Sunday amid the
continuing turf war be-
tween the two.

Baghel is likely to raise
with the Congress leader-
ship the issue of his dif-
ferences with state minis-
ter Singh Deo, who he al-
leges has given the BJP a
handle to attack the
party, sources said.

Deo had recently ten-
dered his resignation as
Panchayat Minister, say-
ing no funds were made
available to his depart-
ment and hence no work
could be undertaken on
the PM Awas Yojna to
provide houses to the
poor.

Baghel is in Delhi to
participate in the
Congress’ strategy meet
ahead of the Himachal
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions. He is the chief ob-
server for the assembly
polls in Himachal
Pradesh slated later this
year. Singh Deo, who was

in Bhopal, too left for
Delhi on Saturday and
will be seeking a meeting
with the top Congress
leaders, sources close to
him said.

The development sug-
gested that the tussle be-
tween the two Congress
leaders was intensifying
with Assembly elections
more than a year away.

On July 16, Singh Deo
resigned as the minister
of Panchayat and Rural
Development, though he
retained his other portfo-
lios. In June 2021, the ri-
valry between Baghel
and Singh Deo had come

to the fore for a brief pe-
riod after Baghel com-
pleted half term as chief
minister. Singh Deo’s
supporters claimed that
as per an understanding
reached in 2018, he was
supposed to take over
after Baghel completed
half of his term. While
Singh Deo later backed
down after both the lead-
ers visited Delhi and met
the party high command,
recently he voiced oppo-
sition to coal mine proj-
ects in the Hasdeo Arand
forest area of Surguja
district, and hinted that
the truce was over.

In Chitrakoot 
VS area

p In Class 12th &
10thBoard Exams

Priyanshi Roy Aditya Nayak Himanshu Bisht Aditi Dubey Sangam Yadav

Lodge complain
about dirty water
supply on 1100
number
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Sukma, Jul 24: 

A meeting of District
Level Child Protection
Committee and Sakhi
Steering Committee was
organized under the
chairmanship of District
Collector Shri Haris S.

Important points relat-
ed to Integrated Child
Protection Scheme, Child
Welfare Committee,
Juvenile Justice Board,
Bastar Sevak Mandal
Children’s Home, District
Task Force, Sakhi Center
were discussed in the
meeting.

The collector reviewed
the cases registered in
various units, their dis-
posal and pending cases
in detail. The Collector
said that there is a need to
work with full sympathy
and dedication towards
the children residing in

the care of other chil-
dren’s homes including
Bastar Sevak Mandal. He
said that it is the moral re-
sponsibility of all of us to
make these children de-
cent citizens and build
their future, which is pos-
sible only with better edu-
cation, practical sensitivi-
ty and mutual guidance.

The concerned in child
rights were directed by
the Collector to complete

all the necessary actions
on time to connect the
children appearing before
the Child Welfare
Committee and the
Juvenile Justice Board
with the main stream of
the society. During the re-
view, it was told that the
hand surgery of Sukka re-
siding in Bastar Sevak
Mandal Children’s Home
Sukma was done in which
assistance was provided

by Children’s Home
District Child Protection
Unit and Child Line. C-3
District Coordinator
Mahesh Jharkar in-
formed that on receipt of
information about child
marriage, child abuse,
child labor etc., the identi-
ty of the person giving in-
formation is kept confi-
dential after giving infor-
mation on the child
helpline number 1098.

The meeting was at-
tended by District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Deputy
Collector Dulichand
Banjare, District Women
and Child Development
Officer Bismita Patle,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer and Civil Surgeon
Yashwant Dhruv, DCPO
Jitendra Baghel, mem-
bers of the committee
were present.

Create awareness in the general
public regarding child protection: DC

Mahasamund, Jul 24:

Two police personnel,
two revenue employee and
three passengers were in-
jured when a Hywa loaded
with sand hit the passen-
gers bus of Royal from be-
hind during checking by
revenue employees and po-
lice personnel near a pan-
dal, ahead of Ghodari
bridge on NH-53 in the
morning on Friday. One of
the person seriously in-
jured in this has been re-
ferred to Raipur and is re-
ported to be stable. The
Royal bus was stopped in
view of call for VS gherao
by Asst. Teachers here on
Friday.

Actually the bus was
coming from Saraipali to
Raipur and it was stopped
near Ghodari bridge for
checking. It was all of sud-

den a Hywa loaded with
sand came from behind
and hit the bus. Due to this
the bus moved ahead and
entered inside the ‘pandal’
with police personnel and
revenue employees check-
ing the passenger buses
and hit the wall behind the
‘pandal’. With main front
window pane of the bus
getting broken, three pas-
sengers suffered common

injuries and two from rev-
enue staff and two police
personnel got injured. One
of the head constable S
Bharadwaj is reported to
be critical and referred to
Raipur. Rest of the injured
passengers and revenue
staff were treated at the
District Hospital.

It is learnt that
Bhardwaj suffered injured
in his leg and head and po-

lice has filed a case against
the Hywa driver. After the
incident taking advantage
of the crowd the driver of
this Hywa managed to es-
cape. The area where the
vehicles were checked is
bit curvy and ‘Pandal’ can-
not be seen from the main
entrance. Kotwali police
has filed a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

Seven injured, one serious as
Hywa dashed passenger bus

During checking near Ghodari on NH-53

Mainpur, Jul 24: 

At the collector’s public
grievance camp organized

after three years villagers
attended in large number
with their problems before
the collector. Amidst driz-

zle villagers in large num-
ber came from far off with
their problems. Collector
Prabhat Malik reached
community hall at 10 am
and inspected all the stalls
set up by the different de-
partments and gave strict
instructions to the offi-
cials to seriously attend all
the applications received
at the camp and also offer
solution to them. In the
camp a stage was prepared
for the collector but he pre-
ferred to sit among the vil-
lagers instead of sitting on
the stage. In the camp
about 233 applications
were received and out of
them 218 were of de-
mands, 15 of complaints.
In the camp 86 applica-
tions were offered solution
on the spot and rest were
directed to be solved with-
in a stipulated time.

Villagers flock in at Collector’s
public grievance camp

Bacheli, Jul 24: Result
Day marks the end of the
academic year with the an-
nouncement of Results of
students for their academ-
ic performance over the
year. CBSE had released
its X and XII Board Result
on 22nd July, 2022. The stu-
dents of Classes X and XII
of DAV Public School,
Bacheli too came out with
flying colours.

In science stream
Aastha Paul Nandi stood
first with 81% followed by
Kashish Sarwa with 80.4%

stood second and Chandra
Ku. Sahu bagged the third
position with 75.2%. In
Commerce Stream, Charvi
Sharma stood first with
77.8% followed by
Shashank Sahu with
76.8% as second and R.
Naveen Kumar with 75.4%
stood third.

While throwing a glance
at the X Board Result,
Ashutosh Singh Thakur
stood first with 85.8%
Prerna Mandal stood sec-
ond with 85.4% and.
Ruchit Shende stood third

with 83.2%. The Principal -
Dr. Chetna Sharma
blessed every student with
blissful words and con-
gratulated the students,
their parents and teachers
for the success.

She expressed her heart-
felt gratitude towards the
NMDC Management
Bacheli for the timely sup-
port.

DAV Parivaar Bacheli
showered blessings upon
all the achievers and
wished them a bright fu-
ture ahead.

Blissful moment for DAV Public School Bacheli

Aastha Paul Nandi           Charvi Sharma           Ashutosh Thakur           Prerna Mandal

Vishrampuri, Jul 24:
DAV Mukhyamatri
Public School
Honawandi affiliated to
CBSE organized sports
meet for the students
from LKG to Class II stu-
dents. The events organ-
ized were packing the
bag and balloon race. For
the students from Class
III to VIII tug-of-war
event was organized. For
the students from Class

IX to XII carom and
chess competition along
with shot put competi-
tion was also organized.
The students were divid-
ed into four groups (
Rigveda, Yajurveda,
Samveda and
Atharveda). In course of
the competition princi-
pal B Padmavati Rao ex-
tended her best wishes
and congratulated the
winning students.

DAV Mukhyamatri Public
School organizes sports meet

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuull  2244::

Former BJP MP Chandulal
Sahu commenting upon the
tendering of resignation by
the State’s Health Minister TS
Singh Deo said that all the
words and decision taken by
the Minister reflects the
amount of mental tension by
the CM against the Minister in
view of issue which sparked
controversy over sharing of
power in the state and it is
clearly reflected in the words
used in the four-page letter
sent to the CM by the
Minister.

Ex-MP BJP Chandulal Sahu
charged that CM Baghel has
made him like a soldier with-
out arms and ammunition and
this is the condition of more
or less the entire cabinet. 

He charged that the CM
Baghel had formed cabinet
with 12 Ministers, but their
remote is in his hand. Sahu

further charged that due to
lack of decision by CM
Baghel, around 8 lakh poor
and needy families in
Chhattisgarh could  not get
shelter in the state to live. Not
only this he misused the PESA
Act against the innocent tribal
brothers and sisters and
caused mental harassment to
them and this is not the alle-
gations by BJP, but the Health
Minister himself. 

Ex-MP Sahu further said
that in the letter by the Health
Minister has highlighted the
policies and system going
against the democratic sys-
tem in the state and increas-
ing power of bureaucracy. 

He charged that the gov-
ernment officers of CG are
busy in filling their coffers
and this is clearly indicated by
recent raids by ED against the
close associates of CM and
other Ministers in the state. 

BJP ex-MP charged that the
important member of
Congress and senior Minister
in the Baghel’s government
through this letter has show
mirror to the Chief Minister
about the ground-realities and
demanded CM to beg an apol-
ogy for the injustice done with
8 lakh poor and needy families
and innocent tribals through
PESA Act and if at all he is left
with some morality, he should
tender resignation.

Letter by Health Minister shows
power of bureaucracy: Sahu

Pandaria, Jul 24: 

There is a gathering of
cattle on all the main
roads of Pandaria-nagar,
due to which the traffic
keeps getting disrupted.
There is no effect of the
Roka-Cheka campaign in
the city and rural areas
and cattle are sitting on
the roads day and night. At
the same time, in rural
areas also cattle are seen
on the road and in the
fields.

Tehsil Office of the city,
Padhi Chowk, Gandhi
Chowk, Lormi Marg, and
in many places, 40 to 50
cattle herds are active on
the roads and market
places. Nagar Panchayat is
not taking any steps to
stop these cattle and the
stray cattle are not kept
even in Kanji House.

It is said that the owners
do not even come to take

the cattle when they keep
cattle in Kanji House, due
to which the Nagar
Panchayat also refrains
from taking action, but the
residents and passers-by
have to bear the brunt of
this. Accidents are hap-
pening continuously due
to the cattle sitting in the
streets of the city.
Sometimes cattle are get-

ting into the accident and
sometimes the pedestrians
are getting into the acci-
dent.

Two cattle were in-
formed dead near Padhi
Mor in Kukdoor Road on
Sunday night and earlier,
three-four times bike rid-
ers have also met with ac-
cidents at this place due to
these cattle.

Cattle on roads causing accidents

What officer says:

“The cattle owners
will be informed after
making a declaration to
keep them in the hous-
es. Action will be taken
by registering FIR
against the owners who
do not keep the animals
in the houses.”

Rajin Gaikwad,
President, Nagar

Panchayat, Pandaria.

Korba, Jul 24:

Collector Sanjeev Jha
conducted inspection of
‘Ashram’, ‘Hospital’ and
Swami Atmanand
Government English
Medium School
(SAGEMS) in remote for-
est area on Wednesday.
During this Collector in-
spected Tribal Girl’s
Hostel in Gram Lainga of
block hq’s Podiuproda
and newly sanctioned
SAGEMS School in Gram
Korbi and PHC in Pasan.

Reaching PHC Pasan,
Collector took stock of
health facilities in the
PHC and along with this
he also inspected the con-
struction of new pond in
Gram Dullapur under
Amrut Sarovar Mission.
During inspection in PHC

Pasan, he talked to the pa-
tients about the treatment
facility being provided
and medicines. He in-
spected the dressing
room, labour room and
medicine storage room in
PHC and also took infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of staff in the PHC.

In PHC, Rural Health
convener PK Prasad was

found to be absent with-
out prior intimation and
on this Collector ex-
pressed annoyance and
directed the officers to
mark him absent and
issue show-cause notice
to him. With demand for
posting of an MBBS doc-
tor in PHC, Collector in
turn assured the patients
about a posting there

soon. During this CEO
District Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, SDM Podiuproda
Nandji Pandey, DEO JP
Bharadwaj, District
Mission co-ordinator SK
Ambasth, Janpad
Panchayat Podiuproda
CEO Raj Kanwar and
other officers and em-
ployees were present.
Collector inspects

SAGEMS in Pasan, Korbi
Collector Sanjeev Jha

on reaching Govt. Girl’s
HS School Pasan and
Govt HS School Korbi,
Chotia took stock of in-
frastructure and educa-
tion system. Both these
schools will be run as
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School.
Collector inspected the
number of rooms in the
School, practical room,
sports ground, drinking
water and electricity
arrangements.

He also took informa-
tion about the number of
applications received for
admission in SAGEMS
from the Principal.

He directed the officers
present to ensure all edu-
cational facilities for
studies in both the
Schools and at both these
places he also held talks
with the local public rep-
resentatives.

Collector conducts surprise inspection of SAGEMS, PHC
 In Gram 

Korbi and Pasan

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2244::  Crocodile
has once again been spotted
in Morthpal of Tokapal, locat-
ed just 10 km from Bastar dis-
trict headquarters. There is
fear among the people after
seeing a large size adult croc-
odile in the Koir nullah. 

Due to the opening of the
weather in Bastar district, on
the banks of the drain, a croc-
odile was seen resting outside
in open sun. Villagers cap-
tured the video of the croco-

dile in their mobile. Even
before this, a crocodile was
seen in the same drain last
year.

Morthpal’s villager Bablu
informed that even 1 year ago
a crocodile was seen in this
drain, but its size was small,
the size of the crocodile seen
this morning is big. He
informed that the villagers
have given information about
the sighting of crocodile to
the forest department.

Large size crocodile
spotted in Koir Nala

CChhuurriikkaallaa,,  JJuull  2244:: The power
system of the city is not
improving even in the rainy
season, and the power supply
continues to come and go for
24 hours stretch. In protest
against the electricity depart-
ment regarding the poor sys-
tem of electricity, once again
the idea of people’s movement
has started by the townspeo-
ple, which can be done any-
time.  It is to be known that the
electricity system of the city
area was completely broken
before the arrival of summer,
when supply was cut citing
maintenance of electricity, but
even in the rain, the night is
being spent in the dark amidst

the poor system of electricity.
At the same time, on asking the
officer sitting in the Vighut
Mandal, no strong reply comes
from their part.  A memoran-
dum has also been given to the
Chief Engineer by the munici-
pal councilor, Alderman,
regarding the same. It is note-
worthy that electricity is being
flown from the Nagar
Panchayat Chhuri sub-station
to the far-flung urban and rural
areas, including the city, which
has been demanded to sepa-
rate the feeder from the rural
section, but till now due to the
stubbornness of the officials it
has not been separated, living
the residents in a lurch.

Residents protest against
power cut during monsoon FLOODED ROAD

Vehicles wade through a flooded road following monsoon rains in Ajmer, Sunday, July 24.

AMIT SHAH IN A PROGRAMME

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during ‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj Shatabdi Mahotsav’ programme, in Ahmedabad,
Sunday, July 24.
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3 people die
Sangareddy (T’gana):
Three people died and
two others were in-
jured in rain-related
incidents in Medak
and Siddipet districts
of Telangana on
Sunday, police said.
According to
Chegunta Sub
Inspector of Police
Prakash Goud, two
people died on the
spot and two others
were injured in
Reddipally village
when a compound
wall fell on a room
where four workers of
a factory were sleep-
ing. The deceased
were natives of Bihar
and identified as
Ranbek (55) and Vir
Yadav (48).

Man rapes 
minor girl 

Bhopal: A man al-
legedly raped an
eight-year-old girl in
the toilet of a govern-
ment school in
Madhya Pradesh capi-
tal Bhopal, police said
on Sunday. The inci-
dent took place on
Friday during the
school lunch time.
The police on
Saturday arrested the
26-year-old accused,
who is the husband of
a woman sanitation
worker at the educa-
tional institution, in-
spector Vijay Sisodia
told PTI. The accused
and his wife resided
on the school campus,
he said.

Sex racket busted 
Thane: Police have
busted a flesh trade
racket operating in
Maharashtra’s Thane
city and rescued three
women, an official
said on Sunday. One of
the rescued women,
aged 22 and hailing
from West Bengal,
told the police that
she was compelled to
take up prostitution
to pay for the medical
treatment of her fa-
ther who was suffer-
ing from tuberculosis,
said senior police in-
spector Mahesh Patil
from the anti-human
trafficking cell. Based
on a tip-off, the police
laid a trap on Friday
evening by sending a
decoy customer near
a restaurant in Wagle
Estate area here.

4 dead
Banihal/Jammu:
Four people died and
as many were injured
in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ramban
district on Sunday
when the vehicle they
were travelling in
skidded off a road and
rolled down a gorge,
officials said. The ac-
cident took place on a
link road in the Higni-
Badarkoot belt, they
said, adding that the
injured have been
hospitalised. The
dead were identified
as Haza Begum and
Abdul Rasheed, resi-
dents of Shagan
Ramsoo, Zahida
Begum and Mushtaq
Ahmed.

Woman assaulted
Mumbai: A road
rage incident in
Mumbai led to the
abduction of a 37-
year-old beautician
riding a two-wheeler
allegedly by a man
and his sister in sub-
urban Khar, follow-
ing which three per-
sons were arrested
on Sunday, police
said. The accused
woman, whose car
dashed against the
two-wheeler of the
beautician, is identi-
fied as Aaya
Kadawala and her
brother as Faiz
Kadawala, an 
official said.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Congress on
Sunday demanded an apol-
ogy from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
chief J P Nadda over BJP
spokesperson Prem
Shukla’s usage of “inde-
cent language” for Sonia
Gandhi, and warned of fil-
ing a defamation suit in
case this is repeated.

In a letter to BJP chief
Nadda, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
said the Congress regis-
ters its strong objection to
the “abusive and inde-
cent” language used for
Gandhi by Shukla during
a discussion on a national
news channel on July 23.

Top leaders and
spokespersons of BJP, who
talk about culture, have re-
peatedly used objection-
able language against re-
spected women of the
country, especially the 75-
year-old president of a na-
tional party, Ramesh said.

“Using abusive words
for the leaders of the oppo-
sition shows the anti-
women thinking of the
BJP. Due to such objection-
able remarks, the level of
politics of the country is
going down,” he said.

Respect for women has
been a great tradition of
India since Vedic times
and therefore decency in
politics and respectful be-
haviour towards women is
naturally expected from
the ruling BJP, but the
party has repeatedly dis-
appointed us with its lan-
guage and behaviour,
Ramesh said in his letter
to Nadda.

“Our appeal to Prime
Minister Modi ji and you
is to apologise to the
women of the country for
the shameful and indecent
rhetoric of your party
leaders, as well as ask your
spokespersons and leaders
not to hurt the dignity of
politics and refrain from
abusive language,” he

said. “The repetition of in-
appropriate language for
our President or any other
leader will force us to take
legal steps such as a
defamation suit,” Ramesh
warned.

Earlier, in a statement,
Ramesh said the remarks
by Shukla had exposed the
BJP’s ‘anti-women’ face.

The objectionable lan-
guage of the BJP’s nation-
al spokesperson shows
that the BJP neither has
respect for women, nor
does the party believe in
decency in politics,
Ramesh said.

This is not the first time
a BJP leader has used abu-
sive language against
women, he said.

The country knows that
many BJP leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Modi,
have made “objectionable”
comments against the re-
spected women of the
country and especially op-
position leaders, he al-
leged.

Cong slams BJP for ‘objectionable’
remarks against Sonia Gandhi

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI):

The TMC on Sunday de-
manded a time-bound in-
vestigation in the
Enforcement Directorate
case against arrested
Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee, asserting the
party will not interfere po-
litically if any leader has
done anything wrong.

ED personnel had on
July 22 carried out raids at
various places in Bengal
as part of their probe into

the money trail involved
in a teacher recruitment
scam at government-spon-
sored and aided schools.

Crores of rupees in cash
along with other items
were allegedly recovered
from the residence of a
woman, who apparently
happens to be a close asso-
ciate of Chatterjee, the in-
dustries minister who ear-
lier held the education
portfolio, according to
sources.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the informa-
tion.

Speaking to reporters,
TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said that the party
has no connection with
the woman from whose
possession the huge
amount of cash was recov-
ered.

School job scam: TMC 
seeks time-bound probe in

ED case against minister

Partha Chatterjee

New Delhi, July 24 (PTI):

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday al-
leged that the Centre tried
to hijack an event of the
Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment at the Asola Wildlife
Sanctuary with the Delhi
Police putting up banners
carrying pictures of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the venue last
night.

He said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was supposed to attend the
event but has now decided
not to participate in it.

Rai alleged the Delhi
Police acted on the direc-
tions of the prime minis-
ter’s office.

“Last night, the Delhi
Police reached the venue
of the event and took con-
trol of the area. They

forcibly put up banners
carrying pictures of PM
Modi... The banners be-
longing to the AAP gov-
ernment were torn off,”
Rai alleged at a press con-
ference.

The Delhi Police
warned people not to
touch banners carrying
pictures of PM Modi, he
claimed. Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal were sup-
posed to attend the event

and all preparations had
been made, he said. “An
event of the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has been turned
into a political event of
PM Modi. The Delhi chief
minister and I have now
decided not to participate
in the programme,” he
said. Rai said the incident
showed that PM Modi is
afraid of Kejriwal.

“Attempts are being
made to malign our gov-
ernment. Satyendar Jain
was arrested on frivolous
charges. Now a conspiracy
is being hatched to arrest
Deputy Chief Minister
(Manish Sidodia). The CM
had to go to Singapore but
the file was stalled,” he
said. “The police are sup-
posed to ensure the safety
and security of people and
not put up banners of PM
Modi,” he said.

Centre tried to hijack AAP 
govt plantation event: Gopal Rai

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday said a separate iso-
lation ward has been set
up at the Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Hospital (LNJP)
here for patients affected
by monkeypox.

A 34-year-old man from
the national capital with
no history of foreign trav-
el has tested positive for
monkeypox.This is the
fourth case of the disease
being reported in India.

Asking people not to
panic, Kejriwal said the
patient is stable and recov-
ering. “The patient is sta-
ble and recovering. There
is no need to panic. The sit-
uation is under control.We
have made a separate iso-
lation ward at LNJP. Our
best team is on the case to

prevent the spread and
protect Delhiites,” he
tweeted. Three cases of
monkeypox had earlier
been reported from
Kerala. The WHO had on
Saturday declared mon-
keypox as a global public
health emergency of inter-
national concern.

Monkeypox virus is
transmitted from infected
animals to humans via in-
direct or direct contact.
Human-to-human trans-
mission can occur through
direct contact with infec-
tious skin or lesions, in-
cluding face-to-face, skin-
to-skin, and respiratory
droplets.

Globally, over 16,000
cases of monkeypox have
been reported from 75
countries and there have
been five deaths so far due
to the outbreak.

Separate isolation ward set
up at Delhi’s LNJP Hospital for

treating monkeypox cases

Chennai, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Madras High Court
has brought back a misap-
propriation and breach of
trust case involving
crores of rupees and gold
idols, back to the
Sivakanchi police over
four years after an Idol
Wing SIT had taken it up
for probe.

Following a complaint
from one Annamalai, the
Sivakanchi police regis-
tered a case against
Sthapathi (sculptor)
Muthiah and Masilamani,
an official of the Tamil
Nadu government’s
Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) department,
Ekambareswarar temple
Sthanikars and the
Executive Officer in
December 2017.

According to the com-
plaint, the HR&CE
Commissioner in
December, 2015 had issued
an order for making a new
panchaloha idol of
‘Somaskandar’ and
‘Sivagami’ with 5 per cent
gold, 1 per cent silver, 12
per cent brass, 80 per cent
copper and 2 per cent lead
weighing a total 65 kilo-
grams.

For making the two
idols, 5.750 kg of gold, 1.8
kg of silver, 13.8 kg of
brass, 91.35 kg of copper
and 33 kg of lead were or-
dered. But it was misused
by Sthapathy Murugesan,
the temple EO and the
Sthanikars Rajappan,
Senthil, Krishnamoorthy,
Sankaran, Bharath
Kumar and Vinoth
Kumar, the complainant
said.

Both Muthiah, the
Chief Sthapathy and
Masilamani, the
Sthapathy, came to the
temple in December, 2015
and collected crores of ru-
pees and more than 100 kg
of gold from the public
without issuing receipts,
according to the com-
plainant.

Thereby they had com-
mitted fraud and breach
of trust. The
Somaskandar idol was
cast without any gold by
Masilamani. Further, the
idols cast were not veri-
fied and brought on
record as per Section
29(1)(d) of HR&CE Act,
the complaint alleged.

Aggrieved, all the ac-
cused filed a batch of
criminal petitions to
quash the FIR in the
crime.

HC brings breach of trust case 
back to Sivakanchi police for probe

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The Delhi government
has identified Chandni
Chowk and Majnu Ka Tila
to be developed as food
hubs in the first phase of
the AAP-led dispensa-
tion’s ambitious project to
popularise the city as the
food capital, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Sunday.

Chandni Chowk and
Majnu Ka Tila will be de-
veloped as food hubs in the
first phase of the Delhi
government’s ambitious
project to popularise the
city as the food capital,
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said on Sunday.

During an online brief-
ing, Kejriwal said Delhi is
known as the food capital,

but with the development
of these food hubs, the city
will actually live up to its
name. “Delhi has various
food hubs known for serv-
ing different cuisines.
Some of the hubs serve all
varieties of food. So, in the
first phase, we will develop
Majnu Ka Tila, a favourite
of the Delhi University
students, and Chandni
Chowk food hubs.

Chandni Chowk, Majnu 
Ka Tila to be developed as

food parks: Kejriwal
Rairangpur (Odisha),
Jul 24 (PTI): With
Droupadi Murmu set to
take oath as the first tribal
President of the country
on Monday, her neigh-
bours and friends back
home are confused over
how to address their
amigo the next time they
meet her.

Ramachandra Murmu,
a farmer of Uparbeda vil-
lage in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district, said
everyone in the president-
elect’s hometown is proud
of her achievements, but
I am not sure if I should
use tu’ (informal address)
or aap’ (address with re-
spect) when we talk next .

Ramachandra, who was
her classmate in
Government Upper
Primary School in

Uparbeda, recalled that
the two would often
shared food from the
same plate on the school
campus.

We all took part in
sporting activities togeth-
er. All these year, I have
used tu’ to address her.
Things have changed
now. I am not sure if I
can use tu’ for the first cit-
izen of India. How can a
farmer be on equal terms
with the President, he
said, taking a break from
his field work.

Talking more about
Murmu, he said, Her fam-
ily had landed property,
which did not generate
revenue. She was a simple
and amicable girl who
wore the same frock to
school. Another friend,
Govind Majhi, said that

he had last met Murmu
when she was the gover-
nor of Jharkhand

She had visited my
home as the governor of
Jharkhand, Back then, we
conversed like we always
did. She is a very down-to-
earth person.

There was no formality
involved. Now, however, I
am not so sure. I don’t
know if I could talk infor-
mally with the country’s
president, he said.

Majhi also looked back
on their school days with
fondness, and said, She
was among the brightest
students in school.

I had to drop out due to
poverty. She would often
invite me to her home for
lunch. I remember having
pakhal bhaat’ at her
place.

Not sure if we could still address Murmu
informally, say friends back home

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Thirty-year-old Iraqi na-
tional Mohsin Ali (name
changed), a victim of war,
is undergoing treatment
for spinal issues and mas-
sive bedsores at a private
hospital in the national
capital. He was wounded
in 2016 and doctors in his
country had given up on
him. Once the travel re-
strictions were lifted, he
visited India this year and
is in a stable condition
now. With many like Ali
who were awaiting the re-
laxation of restrictions to
fly to India for better treat-
ment outcomes, hospitals
and industry players say
medical tourism is bounc-
ing back after a lull during
the Covid times. Cost effec-
tiveness and presence of
good hospitals in India

make the country a pre-
ferred destination for
many international pa-
tients, according to ex-
perts. Danish Ahmed, co-
founder and CEO of
Healthtrip, a health travel
company which facilitates
the treatment of foreign
patients in India, said only
10 per cent of its patients
were able to fly to the
country since flights were
restricted during Covid.

“Many of our patients
lost their lives because
they couldn’t come to
India,” he told PTI.
Ahmed’s firm facilitated
Ali’s treatment here.

When a few flights were
allowed to operate, the gov-
ernment included
Bangladesh and Iraq in
the select countries, which
helped a large number of
patients, he recounted.

Medical tourism back on
course after Covid lull: Experts
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EMPTY TEMPLE

The archaeological site of the Temple of Olympian Zeus is almost empty of visitors, as high temperatures are ex-
pected to reach 40 degrees Celsius, in Athens, on July 24. The country is in the grip of a heatwave that began on July
23 and should last a few days. Temperatures are expected to reach 42 degrees Celsius (107 degrees Fahrenheit) in
some regions.

Kyiv, Jul 24 (AP):

Russian defence min-
istry officials on Sunday
insisted that an airstrike
on the port of Odesa less
than a day after Russia
and Ukraine signed an
agreement on resuming
grain shipments from
there had hit only military
targets.

In the seaport in the city
of Odesa, on the territory
of a shipyard, sea-based
high-precision long-range
missiles destroyed a
docked Ukrainian warship
and a warehouse with

Harpoon anti-ship mis-
siles supplied by the US to
the Kyiv regime, ministry
spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said at a
daily briefing.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
in his nightly televised ad-
dress Saturday evening
that the attack on Odesa
destroyed the very possi-
bility of dialogue with
Russia.

The Ukrainian military
said on Saturday that
Moscow had attacked
Odesa’s sea port with four
cruise missiles, two of

which had been shot down
by Ukrainian air defense.

Command spokes-
woman Nataliya
Humenyuk said that no
grain storage facilities
were hit. Turkey’s defence
minister, however, said he
had had reports from
Ukrainian authorities that
one missile struck a grain
silo while another landed
nearby, although neither
affected loading at Odesa’s
docks.

It was not immediately
clear how the airstrike
would affect plans to re-
sume shipping Ukrainian

grain by sea in safe corri-
dors out of three
Ukrainian Black Sea
ports: Odesa,
Chernomorsk and Yuzhny.

Russia and Ukraine on
Friday signed identical
agreements with the UN
and Turkey in Istanbul
aimed at clearing the way
for the shipment of mil-
lions of tons of desperate-
ly needed Ukrainian
grain, as well as the export
of Russian grain and fer-
tiliser. Senior UN officials
voiced hopes that the deal
would end a months-long
standoff brought about by
the war in Ukraine that
threatened food security
around the globe.

The agreement, ob-
tained by The Associated
Press, committed both
Kyiv and Moscow to re-
fraining from strikes on
the three Black Sea ports.

Elsewhere on Sunday,
Ukrainian authorities re-
ported that Russian
shelling continued to kill
and injure civilians in
Ukraine’s south and east.

The governor of the
eastern Donetsk region,
one of two which make up
Ukraine’s industrial
heartland of the Donbas
and a key focus of Russia’s
offensive, said that two
civilians had been killed
and two more had been in-
jured over the previous 24
hours.

Russia says strike on Ukrainian
port hit military targets

Ukrainian servicemen set up a mortar at the frontline in Kharkiv region, Ukraine.

London, Jul 24 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak on Sunday
focussed on the sensitive
issue of immigration by
promising a healthy dose
of common sense ap-
proach as part of his bid to
win over Conservative
Party voters in the leader-
ship race for a new party
leader to succeed Boris
Johnson as Prime
Minister. The 42-year-old
British Indian former
Chancellor laid out a 10-
point plan to secure the
UK’s borders if he wins in
the Tory members’ postal
ballot, the results of which
will be known on
September 5.

Writing in The Daily
Telegraph’, he also prom-
ised to curb the power of
the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR),
withhold aid money if
countries refuse to take
back failed asylum seekers
and criminals, and use
cruise ships to house ille-
gal migrants. The ECHR
cannot inhibit our ability
to properly control our
borders and we shouldn’t
let it. We need to inject a
healthy dose of common
sense into the system, and
that is what my plan does,

he wrote.
The Tory MP for

Richmond (Yorks) suggest-
ed that the government
has so far failed to deliver
on the Vote Leave Brexit
pledge to take back control
of the country’s borders,
as he describes the coun-
try’s asylum system as
chaotic and broken .

Numbers [of refugees]
should be determined by
need. Our Parliament will
be given control of the
number of refugees we ac-
cept each year, he writes in
the newspaper.

Reviving his Brexit cre-
dentials as someone who
campaigned for Britain to

leave the European Union
(EU) in the 2016 referen-
dum, Sunak pointed out
that immigration and a de-
sire to control Britain’s
borders was one of the fac-
tors that motivated him to-
wards that decision.

He also referenced his
own Indian immigrant
roots as he set out his plan
for a controlled system, a
move seen as appealing to
the extreme right of the
Tory party which has cur-
rently put his opponent in
the race, Liz Truss, in the
lead.As my own family ex-
perienced when they came
to this country over 60
years ago, Britain is a gen-

erous, ambitious and com-
passionate country and
that is something to be
proud of,” he wrote.

“Successive waves of
immigrants have come to
the UK, seeking a better
life and giving so much
back in return. And where
we have a duty for those
seeking asylum - whether
it be those fleeing war-torn
countries such as Ukraine
or escaping persecution as
we are seeing in Hong
Kong we will fulfil it.

But basic human decen-
cy must be accompanied
with hard-headed com-
mon sense. In June 2016,
the people of this country
sent a clear message. I
heard them and as Prime
Minister, I will do what
was promised and take
back control,” he added.

On the controversial
policy of deporting some
illegal migrants to
Rwanda, he declared that
the UK cannot waste large
sums of taxpayers’ money
on the policy only to fall at
the first legal hurdle.

I will make the policy
work and will do whatever
it takes to implement it
and pursue additional sim-
ilar partnerships, he de-
clared.

Rishi Sunak plugs for common
sense’ refugee system as UK PM

Jakarta, Jul 24 (AP) :

The Chinese military has
become significantly more
aggressive and dangerous
over the past five years, the
top US military officer said
during a trip to the Indo-
Pacific that included a stop
Sunday in Indonesia.

Gen Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said the number of in-
tercepts by Chinese aircraft
and ships in the Pacific re-
gion with US and other part-
ner forces has increased sig-
nificantly over that time,
and the number of unsafe
interactions has risen by
similar proportions. The
message is the Chinese mili-
tary, in the air and at sea,

have become significantly
more and noticeably more
aggressive in this particular
region, said Milley, who re-
cently asked his staff to
compile details about inter-
actions between China and
the US and others in the re-
gion. His comments came as
the US redoubles its efforts
to strengthen its relation-
ships with Pacific nations

as a counterbalance to
China, which is trying to ex-
pand its presence and influ-
ence in the region. The
Biden administration con-
siders China its pacing
threat” and America’s pri-
mary long-term security
challenge.

Milley’s trip to the region
is sharply focused on the
China threat.

He will attend a meeting
of Indo-Pacific chiefs of de-
fense this week in Sydney,
Australia, where key topics
will be China’s escalating
military growth and the
need to maintain a free,
open and peaceful Pacific.
US military officials have
also raised alarms about the
possibility that China could

invade Taiwan, the demo-
cratic, self-ruled island that
Beijing views as a break-
away province. China has
stepped up its military
provocations against
Taiwan as it looks to intimi-
date it into unifying with
the communist mainland.
US military officials have
said Beijing wants to be
ready to make a move on the
island by 2027. The US re-
mains Taiwan’s chief ally
and supplier of defense
weapons. U.S. law requires
the government to treat all
threats to the island as mat-
ters of grave concern, but
remains ambiguous on
whether the U.S. military
would defend Taiwan if it
were attacked by China.

Milley: China more aggressive,
dangerous to US, allies

London, Jul 24 (AP):

Protesters turned out
Saturday on the streets of
London and in the
Scottish city of Glasgow
to demand faster action
against climate change fol-
lowing the record-smash-
ing temperatures that
scorched the UK this
week.

Activist groups includ-
ing Just Stop Oil and
Insulate Britain led pro-
testers in a sit-in on
Parliament Square in
London to demand that
the Conservative govern-
ment stop giving new li-
censes for oil and gas pro-
duction, tax big polluters
and help people install
more energy efficient
heating in their homes.

Tuesday’s extreme heat-
wave was a warning about
what we will face as the
climate collapses - thou-
sands of deaths, homes
lost to wildfires and emer-
gency services stretched
to breaking point,” said
Indigo Rumbelow from
Just Stop Oil. We are so
unprepared for extreme
heat and it’s only going to
get worse. The UK’s Met
Office weather agency
recorded 40.3 degrees
Celsius (104.5 degrees
Fahrenheit) in England on
Tuesday, the highest-ever
temperature registered in

a country ill-prepared for
such extreme heat. British
summers are usually
quite moderate and few
homes, schools or small
businesses have air-condi-
tioning.

The heat wave para-
lyzed major train net-
works, damaged airport
runways and saw 15 fire
departments across the
country declaring major
incidents. The London
Fire Brigade said that
Tuesday was the busiest
day for firefighters since
World War II. In Glasgow,
climate activists staged a
die-in protest to demand
urgent action to tackle cli-
mate change. Protesters
laid on the ground in one
of the city’s busiest shop-
ping areas, covered in
white sheets with causes
of death including heat
stress, famine and water
scarcity.

We’ve been sounding
the alarm about the global
climate emergency for
years,” said Wolf Saanen,
39. Now it has arrived on
our shores, will those with
the power to change
things finally listen?

Some climate groups
warned they will stage
more disruptive demon-
strations in the autumn to
bring Westminster the
seat of Parliament to a
standstill.

Protesters in UK decry climate
change after record heat wave

California (US), Jul 24 (AP):

A fast-moving brush fire
near Yosemite National
Park exploded in size
Saturday into one of
California’s largest wild-
fires of the year, prompt-
ing evacuation orders for
thousands of people and
shutting off power to more
than 2,000 homes and busi-
nesses. The Oak Fire start-
ed Friday afternoon south-
west of the park near the
town of Midpines in
Mariposa County and by
Saturday had grown to
nearly 19 square miles (48
square kilometers), ac-
cording to the California
Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection, or Cal
Fire. It erupted as fire-
fighters made progress

against an earlier blaze
that burned to the edge of
a grove of giant sequoias
in the southernmost part
of Yosemite park.

Evacuation orders were
put in effect Saturday for
over 6,000 people living
across a several-mile span
in the sparsely populated,
rural area, said Daniel
Patterson, a spokesman
for the Sierra National
Forest. Governor Gavin
Newsom proclaimed a
state of emergency for
Mariposa County on
Saturday due to the effects
of the Oak Fire.

More than 400 firefight-
ers were battling the blaze,
along with helicopters,
other aircraft and bulldoz-
ers, facing tough condi-
tions that included hot

weather, low humidity and
bone-dry vegetation
caused by the worst
drought in decades,
Patterson said.

Explosive fire behavior
is challenging firefighters,
Cal Fire said in a state-
ment Saturday that de-
scribed the Oak Fire’s ac-
tivity as extreme with fre-
quent runs, spot fires and
group torching.

By Saturday morning,
the fire had destroyed 10
residential and commer-
cial structures, damaged
five others and was threat-
ening 2,000 more struc-
tures, Cal Fire said. The
blaze prompted numerous
road closures, including a
shutdown of Highway 140
between Carstens Road
and Allred Road blocking
one of the main routes
into Yosemite. California
has experienced increas-
ingly larger and deadlier
wildfires in recent years
as climate change has
made the West much
warmer and drier over the
past 30 years. Scientists
have said weather will
continue to be more ex-
treme and wildfires more
frequent, destructive and
unpredictable. The fire is
moving quickly. This fire
was throwing embers out
in front of itself for up to 2
miles yesterday, Patterson
said.

California Governor declares emergency
over wildfire near Yosemite

A helicopter drops water on the Oak Fire in unincorporated
Mariposa County, Calif.

Islamabad, Jul 24 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan’s
Cabinet has approved an
ordinance to bypass all pro-
cedures and abolished reg-
ulatory checks for the
emergency sale of state’s
assets to foreign countries,
according to a media report
on Saturday, as the country
tried to avert a looming de-
fault. According to the
I n t e r - G o v e r n m e n t a l
Commercial Transactions
Ordinance 2022, which was
approved by the federal
Cabinet on Thursday, the
government has also
barred the courts of the
country not to entertain
any petition against the
sale of assets and shares of
the government companies
to foreign countries, The
Express Tribune newspa-
per reported.

The decision was taken
in a bid to sell stakes of oil
and gas companies and
government-owned power
plants to the UAE to raise
USD 2 billion to USD 2.5 bil-
lion to avoid the looming
default. Through the ordi-
nance, the Centre has also
empowered itself to issue
binding instructions to the
provincial governments for
land acquisition, the report
said, citing content from a

copy of the ordinance. But
President Arif Alvi has not
signed the ordinance yet, it
said.

The UAE in May refused
to give cash deposits to
Pakistan due to
Islamabad’s inability to re-
turn previous loans and in-
stead asked to open its com-
panies for investment.

Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail had said this week
that it usually took 471 days
to complete one privatisa-
tion transaction.

He had added that the
government had to con-
clude deals with foreign
countries in days to urgent-
ly raise funds.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has
placed a condition that
Pakistan’s case could not be
taken to the Board until it
arranged USD 4 billion
from friendly countries to
bridge the financing gap,
the report said.

Pakistan recently struck
a staff-level agreement with
the IMF for the disburse-
ment of USD 1.17 billion
under resumed payments
of a bailout package.

Pakistan’s rupee shed 8.3
per cent of its value this
week — the steepest since
November 1998, indicating
the gravity of the chal-

lenges that the government
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is facing.

However, the ordinance
has raised many trans-
parency concerns, includ-
ing the determination of
the prices of the shares of
the Mari Gas Company, Oil
Gas Development
Company Limited and
Pakistan Petroleum
Limited amid their low
market price compared
with their book values.

The ordinance will pro-
vide for a mechanism to
carry out a commercial
transaction under an inter-
governmental framework
agreement to promote, at-
tract and encourage foreign
states to have economic and
business relations with
Pakistan, according to the
documents.

The Cabinet Committee
on the Inter-Governmental
Commercial Transactions
will be formed that will
have sweeping powers, in-
cluding those overriding
six Acts of Parliament.

The ordinance makes the
federal Cabinet so powerful
that it can even issue bind-
ing instructions to
provinces to hand over any
piece of land and enter into
a transaction with a foreign
state, the report said.

Pak Cabinet approves ordinance to bypass
procedures for emergency sale of state’s

assets to foreign countries to prevent default

B y declaring Draupadi
Murmu as its candidate

for the country's 16th presiden-
tial election, the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
has raised the value of the trib-
al community, especially by
bringing tribal life into the
mainstream. This decision
shows the political acumen
and maturity of the BJP. She is
a tribal daughter who will be
the first tribal to reach the
highest constitutional post and
the second woman President of
the Republic of India, which
will give new strength to the
democracy of India, along with
the world. India is also chang-
ing rapidly.

A new political vision, a new
political environment is taking
shape in the all-pervading tur-
moil. In this era, with Draupadi
Murmu becoming the
President, not only the dignity
of this highest constitutional
post will get a new record, but
the national existence and
identity will also be strength-
ened because her image has
been that of a knowledgeable
and soft-spoken politician of
settled democratic traditions.

It is expected that her pres-
ence as the constitutional head
of the country will reassure
every Indian, especially tribal
women, for their peaceful and
safe life. Only the tribal can feel
the pain of the tribal - that is,
the pain of the reality that has
been experienced. In my view, it
is not surprising if Draupadi
Murmu emerges as the biggest

female heroine to raise the voice
of the tribal and the oppressed
in today's world. Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had sent a Muslim, APJ Abdul
Kalam, to Rashtrapati Bhavan
and now Narendra Modi first
made a Dalit, Ramnath
Kovind, the President and now
Draupadi Murmu, member of
a Scheduled Tribe, is being ele-
vated to the highest post of the
executive, which is certainly
an auspicious sign of a
healthy, ideal and aware
democracy. The credit for the
selection of Draupadi Murmu
as a brilliant and historic pres-
idential candidate goes to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president JP
Nadda's strategy. Murmu's
nomination is only sharpen-
ing the edge of lower class pol-
itics on which BJP has been
working hard for a long time.

The neglect of the tribal
community across the country
has been in the news since in-
dependence. Modi has been ac-
tive since the beginning for the
interest and welfare of the trib-
als, affecting about 11 per cent
of the total electorate and
about 25 per cent of the total
voter turnout. Particularly, the
BJP, comprising Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah and JP
Nadda, is giving special atten-
tion to the tribal community so
that it can bring itself out of
the limited identity of the
urban party. When the names
of presidential candidates were
being discussed, I was hoping
to get some names from the
tribal community itself.
Murmu was on top of them.
Certainly, having a tribal
woman in Rashtrapati Bhavan
will enhance the image of BJP
among the tribal community,
whose direct impact can be
seen in states like West Bengal,
Odisha, Jharkhand, Gujarat.

Narendra Modi has not only
stunned and surprised the na-
tion but has been doing mira-
cles with his decisions and the
same has been done by an-

nouncing the name of
Draupadi Murmu. By doing so,
many targets have been hit
with this one arrow. The BJP
has been struggling hard in
these states due to the presence
of very powerful regional par-
ties like Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, BJD in Odisha and
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in
Jharkhand. Whereas in all
these three states the domi-
nance of Congress is negligi-
ble. In such a situation, by send-
ing Draupadi Murmu to
Rashtrapati Bhavan, BJP will
not only be able to ease its fight,
but will also be successful in
making its place in these states.
The elections in Gujarat are
ahead and since there is also a
tribal community in abun-
dance in that state, the effect of
this decision will be seen there
as well. On the other hand, for
the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh's fight against the con-
version of a large number of
tribals by Christian missionar-
ies may also become easier
now. BJP has been showing effi-
cient and mature politics in
these years. Their leadership,
showing strategic acumen,
made a tribal-Dalit-backward
uprising over the years by mak-
ing a person from a backward
caste background the Prime
Minister, a person from a Dalit
background the President and
now a tribal woman as the pres-
idential candidate. The mean-
ing has changed. It has been
given the name of social har-
mony. After a tribal politician
becomes the President, there
will be justice for the tribal and
backward class, it is believed. It
is wrong to say that the
President in India is only an of-
fice of symbolic importance.

Coming from a Dalit back-
ground, President KR
Narayanan took a tough stand
on the communal violence in
Gujarat in 2002, forcing the
then state government to
change its stand on some mat-
ters, while President Giani Zail

Singh, who came from a back-
ward background, took on the
intoxicated Rajiv Gandhi gov-
ernment. Ramnath Kovind also
strengthened the democracy of
the country with his decisions
taken from time to time. There
is every possibility that
Draupadi Murmu will be elect-
ed as the President and after
taking oath of this office, she
will also display the same de-
termination and make her
tenure memorable for the coun-
try, which is free from terror,
free from scams and free from
communalism, and in which
Dalit, Adivasi and backward
classes should get an equal and
fair lifestyle.

Today, the fire of communal
hatred is being deliberately fu-
elled in the country. All kinds of
crises are being created and it
is a great irony of democracy
that heads are counted here,
not brains. Our democracy is
suffering because of this. More
heads are coming, not the
brains. There are more masks
of caste, religion and class, less
faces of humanity. By deceitful
use of intelligence, they create
a maze of equations, from
which Abhimanyu did not
learn to get out. In fact, the peo-
ple who drive democracy need
such training so that a new def-
inition of democracy can be
rewritten. This vision makes
Draupadi Murmu's role not
only important but decisive as
well. Therefore, by placing this
burden on Draupadi Murmu,
the country wants to be sure
that the rule of the
Constitution will run uninter-
rupted and the country's bor-
ders will be completely safe be-
cause the President is the
supreme commander of the
armed forces. This will be the
first time in the history of
India that the dignity of the of-
fice will be increased by plac-
ing a powerful tribal woman as
the President.

(The writer can be reached
at lalitgarg11@gmail.com)
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Four-day week
The idea of a four-day week

has been going on for some
time now across the globe, and
the debate first started in
Germany when IG Metall,
Europe's largest trade union,
envisaged this concept in 2020.
Germany has the lowest rate of
working hours in a week at 34.
Though the four-day work
week concept has become the
latest buzz across the world,
especially after the outbreak of
the Covid-19 pandemic, with
employees being joyous about
spending an extra day on
leisure activities and recover-
ing from the weekly work
stress, this theory is virtually
impossible, especially in a big
country like India where the
labour class form a huge
chunk, and who contribute to-
wards better and increased
productivity at the workplace.
Also in manufacturing sectors,
which need to be operated
round-the-clock, the concept of
a four-day work week is im-
practical. Implementing a four-
day work week is not all that
easy as it requires the right
support, technology and work-
place culture.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,
CChheennnnaaii  

Kudos to Neeraj
Chopra

Kudos to Neeraj Chopra!
Ending a 19-year-long wait, he
became the second Indian ath-
lete after long jump Anju Bobby
George to win a medal at senior
World Championships at
Eugene. Since 2009, no one has
had both the Olympics and
World Athletics Championships
(WAC) medals wrapped around
their necks at the same time.
Chopra, since winning the
World Junior gold six years ago,
has spoiled Indian fans by win-
ning a medal almost every time
he has entered a competition
with the historic Olympic gold
being the watershed moment
for Indian track and field. It's
heartening that Neeraj Chopra
is the first athlete to secure a
medal for India in javelin throw
at the WAC, as he won silver
with a clutch 88.13m throw on
his fourth attempt. Anderson
Peters of Grenada took the gold
with three 90m+ throws and a
final hurl of 90.54 in the last at-
tempt. Jakub Vadlejch secured
the bronze with an 88.09m
throw. It was also a great mo-
ment for Indian that an impres-
sive debut at the WAC for 21-
year old Rohit Yadav (78.2) who
would have impressed one and
all and finished in the top 10
and gained some invaluable ex-
perience competing alongside
the best in the world! Neeraj
Chopra is now the Olympic
champion, Asian Games cham-
pion, Commonwealth Games
champion and a silver medalist
at the World Athletics
Championships. Such discipline
and humility from such a young
age, we learn some values from
you. You are an inspiration and
precious youth icon of the na-
tion. India is proud of you. My
best wishes.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

P roviding farm loans waiver is no solution to assist farmers. Instead,
the government must invest in providing better infrastructure, tech-

nologies, marketing and other assistance to them for enhancing their in-
come. Since getting access to institutional credit remains a challenge for
the farmers in the country, loan waiver may not be an appropriate ap-
proach for qualitative improvement in farmers income. By providing vari-
ous support interms of  infrastructure, technologies, seeds and other as-
sistance directly to the farmers, dependence on farm loan could be re-
duced. Besides, the cost of providing credit from institutional sources to
farmers is high because of  inherent risk associated with the agricultural
sector. To mitigate the risk of farming, the government should provide
farmers with adequate infrastructure, support in terms of marketing, sup-
plies of seeds and other inputs. A joint study by NABARD and Bharat
Krishak Samaj (BKS) states that the government needs to promote a
healthy credit culture and invest in farming and address distortion in the
agriculture  sector instead of  waiving loans of  the farmers irrespective of
their distress level. The production cycle coupled with other factors,
makes it impossible for farmers not to be indebted, and the income insta-
bility makes it difficult for farmers to come out of  a cycle of  debt. The
study, which covered farm loan waiver schemes in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra, found that over 60% of the ‘very high’and ‘high’ distress
small and marginal farmers did not get loan waiver benefits in the last so
many years.  The  decisions  of  central  and  state governments in writing
off  past dues and providing access to fresh credit lead to ‘cyclicality of
debt’ as farmers face multiple distortions, making the business of  farm-
ing volatile and unviable. Though farm loan waiver schemes were aimed
at providing relief  to farmers during flood and drought, the study pointed
out the increasing frequency of loan waivers and universalising its distri-
bution that is mostly unconnected to levels of  farmer distress. Loan
waivers destroy the credit culture which may harm farmers’ interest in
the medium to long term and also squeeze the fiscal space of  govern-
ments to increase productive investment in agriculture infrastructure. As
per the State Bank of India’s recent research report on agriculture, only
about half of the intended beneficiaries of  farm loan waivers announced
by nine states since 2014, have actually received  debt  write-offs.  Since
2014,  out  of approximately 37 million eligible farmers, only around 50%
of  the farmers received the amount of loan waiver till March 2022, the
SBI report noted. The report was based on analysis of  ten farm loan
write-waivers worth about Rs 2.53 trillion announced by nine states –
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand since 2014. As of
March 2022, the poorest implementation of farm loan waiver schemes in
terms of  proportion of eligible farmers who had received the announced
benefits, were in Telangana (5%), Madhya Pradesh(12%), Jharkhand
(13%), Punjab (24%), Karnataka(38%) and Uttar Pradesh (52%). By con-
trast, farm loan waivers implemented by Chhattisgarh in 2018 and
Maharashtra in 2020, were received by 100% and 91% of  the eligible
farmers, respectively.  A similar waiver announced by Maharashtra in
2017 worth Rs 34,000  crore  for  67  lakh  farmers,  has  been implemented
for  68%  of  beneficiaries,  SBI researchers reckoned.Thus, in spite of the
much hype and political patronage, farm loan waivers by states have
failed to bring respite to intended subjects, sabotaging credit discipline in
select geographies and making banks and financial institutions wary of
further lending. It's rather a self-goal inflicted by the state on its subjects.

Farm loan waiver 
no solution
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Aspirants wait in a queue before appearing for the Armed Forces recruitment exam Agniveer, at an examination centre
in Kanpur, Sunday, July 24.

Draupadi Murmu will enhance the 
decorum of presidentship

AGNIVEER EXAM

M eta-owned messaging
platform WhatsApp is

working on a feature that will let
users keep disappearing Messages
even after their expiration.
According to WABetaInfo report,
the disappearing Messages can be
viewed within chat info in a new
section called ‘Kept messages’,
and all people in the conversation
can open this section.  When dis-
appearing Messages are turned on
in a certain chat, they cannot be
starred, but they can only be kept. 

The report mentioned that this
feature is still under development,
but WhatsApp is now working on
introducing the feature by pre-
senting some information about

an upgrade of disappearing
Messages in a future update of the
WhatsApp Desktop beta. In addi-
tion, WhatsApp will let group ad-
mins limit this feature, so proba-
bly, there will be a new privacy
setting that allows group admins
to toggle the ability to keep a dis-
appearing message. 

This feature is under develop-
ment, so it is unclear when it will
be released to beta testers.
WhatsApp is also working on let-
ting users silently leave groups
without notifying other group par-
ticipants, except admins.But all
group members will still be able to
see who leaves the group by using
a feature called ‘past participants’.

T he India Innovation Index-2021 report published by the NITI Aayog
has shed light on innovation-driven growth in the country and per-

formance of various states and union territories (UTs). The index has set
the benchmark for the states and UTs for improving their performances.
States setting and achieving ambitious targets for improving innovation
ecosystem are critical for the country to move up higher in the Global
Innovation Index (GII). Karnataka has been ranked on top among major
states, while Manipur has become the best performer among
Northeastern and hill states. However, most Northeastern and hilly states
except Uttarakhand have scored below the national average, which calls
for attention of the respective state governments. The digital innovation
ecosystem is helping the country in overcoming COVID-19 pandemic chal-
lenges in the education sector and spurring significant growth in the gig
economy. The increase in start-ups from 733 in 2016-17, the year in which
the Start-up India was launched, to 67,128 in 2021-22 speaks volumes
about how innovative ideas of entrepreneurship is gaining momentum in
the country and creating employment. The NITI Aayog, in its study on the
innovation ecosystem, has flagged its concern over the problem of "Brain
Drain" from the country and underlined the need for preventing it by pro-
viding adequate support for research and innovation. The report highlights
that the number of people who have migrated from India increased from
6.6 million to 17.5 million over 30 years from 1990 to 2019. It notes that the
number of patents filed in the country increased from 39,400 to 56,267
over ten years from 2010-11 to 2019-20, registering a compound annual
growth rate of 3.63 per cent in the last decade. India has moved up two po-
sitions in GII compared to 2020 and is ranked 46 among 132 countries in
2021. Data from the report explains the factors behind the country's poor
ranking. The country's Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) of 43.41 US dol-
lars is one of the lowest in the world compared to 2108 USD of Israel,
1777.93 USD of United States, 325.85 USD of China, 173 USD of Brazil,
293.39 USD of Malaysia. India's GERD as a percentage of GDP has been
consistent and hovered around 0.7% for about a decade. This is even lower
than Brazil (1.16), South Africa (0.83) and others. Only Mexico (0.31) had a
lower share of GERD as a percentage of GDP. With such low contribution,
R&D performance remains stagnant, adds the report. Data also shows that
India has published more research papers than countries like Russia, Brazil,
South Korea, but the total of 64,267 research papers published in the coun-
try in 2016 were far less than the highest number of 4,11,363 research pa-
pers published in United States, followed by China with 3,12,983 papers in
that year. The NITI Aayog has recommended that India needs to boost ex-
penditure in R&D to be at par with its BRICS or ASEAN counterparts, but
emphasizes that the business sector needs to spend more to boost GERD.
Quoting from Research and Development statistics 2019-20 compiled by
the Department of Science and Technology,the report points out govern-
ment spending in R&D in India is more than 55% but in countries like US,
UK, South Korea, Japan and China more than 50% is spent by the business
sector. It suggests that one way of achieving this could be business and
higher education institutions collaborating for R&D, which, the report
points out, will not only lead to an increase in research but also act as a
backup for private businesses. The DST report states that India's growth is
quite aggressive at the very top end of the excellence scale and held 4.3%
of world share in the top 25%, 3.6% in the top 10%, 3.4 % in the top 5% and
2.8% in the top 1% of highly cited publications during 2016. The highly
cited publications were mainly concentrated in the fields such as engineer-
ing, physics and astronomy, computer science and material science which
are reflective of the huge knowledge base and R&D potential in the country.
The statistics also show that during 2017-18, altogether 47,854 patents
were filed in India, of which 15,550 (32%) patents were filed by Indian resi-
dents and nearly 62% of the foreign patents filed in India were from four
countries - US (31.5%), Japan (13.9%), Germany (8.6%) and China (8.0%).
In sharp contrast, patent applications filed by residents in China in 2018 is
as high as 90%. It was 81% in Japan, 77% in Korea, 69% in Germany, 66% in
Russia and 48% in US. This highlights the scope for India's resident talent
pool to demonstrate their excellence in the R&D sector if expenditure is
boosted by the business sector. The NITI Aayog's innovation index is a
ready reckoner for states and UTs for formulating policies aimed at chang-
ing their innovative landscape and charting a new roadmap for R&D growth
and for overall improvement in country's innovation ecosystem.

Innovation Ecosystem

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A s the digital consumption of
entertainment and news

grow multifold in India, digital radio
is set to change the entire creator
economy landscape, giving millions
of people options to discover music
and live programming in a brand
new way, Ashruf El Dinary, SVP,
Digital Platform at US-based Xperi
Corporations, said. In a mobile-first
country with more than 500 million
smartphone users, music and con-
tent streaming has seen a tremen-
dous rise on hand-held devices in
India. TV has also seen the phenom-
enal rise of OTT and FM radio 2.0 is
the way forward to tap millennials
and Gen Z listeners.

"Radio is still analog in most parts
of the country. HD Radio broadcast-
ing allows broadcasters to compete
with the pure play digital platforms
and meet consumer expectations for
a media rich experience. The tech-
nology will allow expansion of media
voices and content in a cost-effective
broadcast," El Dinary said. HD Radio
by Xperi Corporations is currently
available from more than 40 manu-
facturers across 200 passenger vehi-
cle models in more than 75 million
vehicles.  It also supports both
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay. The
HD Radio broadcasting has been suc-
cessfully deployed across many
countries, including the US, Canada,

Mexico, Philippines and Romania.
According to El Dinary, their talks

with the Indian government have
been fruitful so far in bringing the
digital radio technology to the coun-
try. The All India Radio (AIR) recently
submitted its report to Prasar
Bharati about the digital radio tech-
nology trials conducted recently, and
the further testing is on. 'Whenever
the decision is made in this regard,
the industry will begin laying over
the infrastructure needed for digital
radio expansion," he said.

HD Radio did a trial with AIR and
demonstrated its tech feasibility,
signal quality and more. "We com-
pleted trials in 2021 and reports
have been generated in multiple
ways. Our tech has been very ma-
ture as we have developed an entire
ecosystem around digital radio in
many countries," El Dinary said. The
HD Radio system leverages "white-
space" between allotted transmis-
sion frequencies to transmit addi-
tional audio channels and program-
ming on the same broadcast infra-
structure and antenna system. The
result is a hybrid digital/analog sig-
nal within a broadcaster's existing
FM band.

Digital radio set to change how 
Indians consume entertainment, news

WhatsApp may let you keep
disappearing messages even

after they are dead

LALIT GARG 
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ICICI Pru 
Mumbai: Private in-
surer ICICI Prudential
Life has said it is on
course to meet its tar-
get of doubling the
value of new business
to Rs 2,560 crore this
fiscal from FY19 levels.
The optimism of the
management to meet
the target it had set for
itself in the beginning
of FY19, when the
Value of its New
Business (VNB) stood
at Rs 1,328 crore, stems
from the much more
than anticipated VNB
growth clocked in the
first quarter at Rs 471
crore, which was 31.7
per cent higher than
the year-ago period
when it was only Rs
358 crore.

Infosys Q1 profit up
New Delhi: India’s
second-largest soft-
ware services firm
Infosys on Sunday
posted a 3.2 per cent
year-on-year rise in
consolidated net profit
to Rs 5,360 crore for the
April-June quarter.
The Bengaluru-based
IT company’s net profit
stood at Rs 5,195 crore
in the same period of
the previous year. Its
revenue rose by 23.6
per cent to Rs 34,470
crore in the just-ended
June quarter, from Rs
27,896 crore in the cor-
responding quarter of
the previous year, ac-
cording to the compa-
ny’s regulatory filing.

PSPCL 
Chandigarh: Punjab’s
power utility PSPCL
on Saturday issued a
notification on 300
units of free electrici-
ty per month, exempt-
ing domestic category
consumers, who con-
sume up to 600 units
in two months, from
payment of any
charge, meter rent or
taxes. Consumers be-
longing to scheduled
castes, backward
castes, below-poverty-
line households and
freedom fighters
along with their suc-
cessors (up to grand-
children) will have to
submit self-declara-
tion forms for availing
free electricity of 300
units per month, ac-
cording to the notifica-
tion issued by Punjab
State Power
Corporation Limited
(PSPCL).

Airtel chief 
New Delhi: Bharti
Airtel chairman Sunil
Mittal’s remuneration
fell nearly five per cent
in the financial year
2021-22 to Rs 15.39 crore
on lower perquisite
value, according to the
telecom company’s an-
nual report. The gross
remuneration of the
telecom industry stal-
wart and Airtel’s top
honcho stood at Rs
16.19 crore in the year
2020-21. While Mittal’s
salary and allowances,
and performance-
linked incentive in
2021-22 were similar to
2020-21, the fall in gross
remuneration came
largely on account of
lower perquisites 
in the just-concluded
fiscal.

Daiki Axis Japan 
New Delhi: Water
treatment solutions
provider Daiki Axis
Japan plans to set up
its third plant in the
country in the south-
ern region, a company
official said. The com-
pany is setting up its
second plant with a ca-
pacity to produce 1,000
sewage treatment
units with Japanese
“Johkasou” technolo-
gy at Palwal, Haryana,
Daiki Axis India CEO
Kamal Tiwari told PTI
during an interaction.

FDCI INDIA 
COUTURE WEEK 2022

A model walks on the ramp showcasing the creation
of designer Rahul Mishra during the FDCI India

Couture Week 2022, in New Delhi, Saturday night.

FLOATING CNG FILLING STATION

Boatmen with their CNG boat at the floating CNG filling station at Khirkiya ghat, in Varanasi. 

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI):

JSW Steel expects scrap-
ping of export duty on the
metal soon and foresees
that the price will remain
“firm” with a revival in de-
mand by 7-8 per cent in the
second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal, a top company
official said.

The industry witnessed
a de-growth by 4.5 per cent
in the domestic market in
the April-June period of
the 2022-23 fiscal, he
claimed.

The steel major also said
that there would be no cut
in its capital expenditure
(capex) plans for the pur-
pose of growth, but only
discretionary and non-es-
sential special projects
have been calibrated till
the market situation nor-
malises.

JSW had announced a
reduction in capex by Rs
5,000 crore to Rs 15,000
crore in the current fiscal.

Steel demand in the on-

going Q2 period is expect-
ed to be 7-8 per cent higher
for the industry with a re-
vival of re-stocking activi-
ty from July. Our prof-
itability will also improve
over the Q1FY’23.

“But the maximum ben-
efit of raw material price
moderation can only be re-
alised in the September-
December period, JSW
joint MD and Group CFO
Seshagiri Rao told PTI in
an interview.

JSW profit slumped 85
per cent in the April-June
quarter to Rs 839 crore due
to a “2.5-time jump in raw
material cost, decline in
steel prices and export
duty”, he said.

Steel prices had correct-
ed by 20 per cent in both
domestic and internation-
al markets.

The largest domestic
steel maker said prices
will remain stable given
the production adjust-
ments in the global mar-
ket.

Global steel production
moderated by 12 million
tonne in the month of
June, including that of
China, Rao said.

But, our annual sales
projection for FY’23 re-
mains intact at 24 million
tonne, which is 16 per cent
higher than FY’22 as de-
mand will catch up in the
subsequent quarters. We
are also expecting that the
government will scrap
steel exports duty soon to
boost overseas shipment,
he said.

Indian steel exports de-
clined by 26 per cent in the
April-June quarter, while
that of China grew by 54
per cent to 20 million
tonne.

Rao said there are “no
cuts in normal and growth
capex” but there are proj-
ects which are not urgent
and can wait, only those
“discretionary and small
special projects had been
calibrated for the time
being”.

Demand to rise 7-8pc in Jul-Sep, 
no cut in ‘growth’ capex: JSW Steel

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Indian rupee may fur-
ther depreciate to 82 to a
dollar in the near term due
to widening of trade
deficit and expected ag-
gressive rate hike by the
US Fed later this week to
tame record high inflation,
economists said. There is
widespread speculation
that the US Fed in its July
26-27 meeting may in-
crease the interest rate by
50-75 basis points, which
could result in flight of
capital from emerging na-
tions like India. With dol-
lar outflow and elevated
level of crude oil prices,
the rupee would see fur-
ther depreciation. Last
week, the rupee depreciat-
ed to a life-time low of
80.06 a dollar. Economists

are of the opinion that the
rupee after touching a life-
time low may settle
around 78 to a dollar by
March next year with sta-
bility around crude oil
prices and likely improve-
ment in geopolitical situa-
tion. “Overall what we had
assessed is that the rupee
could settle somewhere
around 79 to a dollar. That
will be the average price
for the entire year...in the
current depreciating cycle,
the rupee may fall to over
81/USD in the current po-
litical situation,” India
Ratings & Research princi-
pal economist Sunil
Kumar Sinha told PTI.

Amidst a rebound in
crude oil prices and the ex-
pectation that the US dol-
lar will remain relatively
strong in the immediate

term, ICRA expects the
rupee may weaken to
81/USD in Q2 FY2023.

“Subsequently, global
sentiment and the direc-
tion of foreign portfolio in-
vestment (FPI) flows will
determine if the Indian
rupee continues to depre-
ciate in the remainder of
the year, or if US recession
fears eventually arrest the
dollar strength,” ICRA
Chief Economist Aditi
Nayar said.

According to Nomura,
the rupee may see 82 level
during the July-
September quarter due to
multiple headwinds in-
cluding weakening India
BoP dynamics and Fed
hikes during the year.

Crisil expects the rupee
to be under pressure in the
near term and the rupee-

dollar exchange rate will
remain volatile with de-
preciation bias in the near-
term due to widening of
the trade deficit, FPI out-
flows, and strengthening
of the US dollar index
owing to rate hikes by the
US Fed and safe-haven de-
mand for the dollar amid
geopolitical risks.

“However, the pressure
may ease towards the end
of the fiscal, as crude oil
prices are expected to
come down, and the Fed
slows its rate hike spree.
Hence, we expect the ex-
change rate to settle to
78/USD by March 2023,
compared with 76.2/USD
in March 2022, with a lot of
volatility thrown in be-
tween now and then,”
Crisil principal economist
Dipti Deshpande said.

Rupee faces risk of further decline
to 82 vs USD in near term: Experts

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Jaguar Land Rover ex-
pects 60 per cent of its
brand Land Rover’s sales
across the globe to come
from pure-electric trims
by 2030.

The Tata Motors-owned
luxury carmaker plans to
add at least six pure-elec-
tric variants to be part of
the Land Rover portfolio
starting 2024.

The British automaker
has already confirmed a
pure-electric new Range
Rover to join the product
range in 2024.

“Over the next four
years, Land Rover will wel-
come six all-electric vari-
ants across two architec-
tures our flexible Modular
Longitudinal Architecture
(MLA) and Electric
Modular Architecture

(EMA),” the company stat-
ed in its Annual Report for
2021-22. The move towards
pure electrics would help
the company to meet un-
precedented policy shifts
and an exponential rise in
customer demand towards
electric vehicles across its
key markets, it said.

“As adoption increases,
we expect 60 per cent of
global Land Rover sales to

be pure-electric by 2030,”
the company informed its
shareholders.

The company noted that
work is also going on to de-
velop electric Jaguars.

“Over the past 12
months, our Jaguar teams
have determined to devel-
op our own bespoke pure-
electric architecture for
Jaguar,” JLR stated.
Alongside the product

transformation, Jaguar is
also creating a strong digi-
tal culture, efficiently inte-
grating technologies and
analytics, to allow the
team to design a more re-
warding emotional en-
gagement between the
brand and the customer, it
added. Last year, the au-
tomaker had announced
plans to become a net-zero
carbon business by 2039.

Expect 60 pc of Land Rover sales globally to
accrue from pure-electric trims by 2030: JLR

ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance 

registers growth  
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The retirement seg-
ment has witnessed a healthy
growth as persistent low inter-
est rates on fixed income
instruments, rising inflation,
volatile market returns and the
overall economic fallout due to
COVID-19 have got consumers
thinking about how to make
their money last in their retire-
ment. Individuals are therefore
looking for regular income post
retirement and annuity prod-
ucts are one of the best tools
available for them to secure
their golden years.  Amit Palta,
Chief Distribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company, said, “India is home
to one of the largest popula-
tions in the world, but with
only 10% of the workforce cov-
ered under various pension
schemes, it offers a significant
opportunity to life insurance
players to cater to the finan-
cial needs of customers on
retirement.  

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Prompt redressal of tax-
payers’ grievances re-
mains the top priority for
the tax department, the
newly appointed chairman
of Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) Nitin Gupta
said on Sunday.

In his message on the oc-
casion of Income Tax Day,
he said the tax department
has reported the highest
ever tax collection of Rs
14.09 lakh crore in the fis-
cal year ended March 31,
2022 due to streamlining of
policies and processes that
eased compliance for tax-
payers. “However, we can-
not rest on our laurels and
need to keep working hard
to maintain this momen-
tum,” he said. “Prompt re-
dressal of taxpayers’ griev-

ances in the true spirit of
the Taxpayers’ Charter
shall remain a top priority
area.” CBDT, the tax ad-
ministration arm of the
government, will continue
to engage proactively with
the taxpayers and other
stakeholders and will use
their feedback to keep im-
proving processes. Gupta
said the last few years have
witnessed tremendous
changes across sectors in
the economy including in-

creasing digitization, emer-
gence of new categories of
businesses and new asset
classes. “The taxpayers of
today desire ease of com-
pliance and prompt redres-
sal of their issues,” he said.
“Alive to such changes the
department has redesigned
its policies and re-engi-
neered its processes with
the aim of enhancing tax-
payer convenience and in-
fusing greater transparen-
cy into its functioning.”
CBDT, he said, is an en-
abler and service provider.
Stating that the Income
Tax Department is not a
monolithic entity, he said
there are many areas of
technical specialisation
and differentiation which
are being administered by
committed cadres of offi-
cers and officials.

Prompt grievance redressal of taxpayers
top priority: CBDT chairman Nitin Gupta

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

Electronics firm
Sahasra Semiconductors
has said it expects to be-
come the first company to
set up a memory chip as-
sembly, test and packaging
unit in the country and
start selling locally-made
chips by December.
Sahasra Semiconductors
chairman and managing
director Amrit Manwani
told PTI that the company
plans to invest a total of Rs
750 crore in setting up the
unit at Bhiwadi in
Rajasthan.

“We will invest Rs 150
crore in this financial year
for setting up the ATMP fa-
cility in Elcina manufac-
turing cluster in Bhiwadi,
Rajasthan. We expect it to

be operational by the end
of this year. Once the mar-
ket is established and we
touch revenue in the range
of Rs 250-300 crore then we
will again invest Rs 600
crore. In total, we plan to
invest Rs 750 crore initial-
ly,” Manwani said.

He said that the first full
financial year of the com-
pany’s commercial produc-
tion is expected to generate
a revenue of around Rs 50
crore, which is expected to
grow to Rs 500 crore by
2025-26. Semiconductors
are converted into a com-
plete product ready for sale
at ATMP (Assembly,
Testing, Marking and
Packaging) units. It is the
next step after the wafers
or chips are produced at a
fabrication plant.

Sahasra plans to 
invest Rs 750 crore to set

up memory chip unit

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI):

The relentless selling by
foreign investors appears
to have taken a breather
as they have turned net
buyers so far this month
with an investment of
nearly Rs 1,100 crore in
the Indian equity market.

This comes following a
net withdrawal of Rs
50,145 crore from equities
in June. This was the
highest net outflow since
March 2020, when they
had pulled out Rs 61,973
crore from equities, data
with depositories showed.

There has been an exo-
dus of Foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) from
Indian equity markets
over the last nine months,
since October 2021.

“Given the headwinds
in terms of rising infla-
tion and tightening mone-

tary policy, we expect FPI
flows to remain volatile,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head -
Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities, said.

According to data with
depositories, FPIs invest-
ed a net amount of Rs
1,099 crore in Indian equi-
ties during July 1-22.

They have significantly
slowed down their relent-
less selling and have even
turned buyers for several
days this month particu-
larly during the last few
days.

The declining trend of
net outflow over the last
few weeks coupled with
occasional buying does
signify that the net out-
flow from FPIs have bot-
tomed out. The net inflow
was driven by better earn-
ings and decline in com-
modity prices, Chouhan
said.

FPIs return to Indian equities;
invest Rs 1,100 cr in Jul

Reliance expects
gas price 

to rise in Oct
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2244  ((PPTTII))::
Reliance Industries Ltd expects
prices of natural gas in India to
rise again in October but wants
government-dictated caps to
go, in a bid to align domestic
rates with global energy
prices.

The conglomerate, con-
trolled by billionaire Mukesh
Ambani, expects the price cap
for its KG-D6 gas sales to rise
over the current USD 9.92 per
million British thermal units,
Sanjay Roy, senior vice-presi-
dent for exploration and pro-
duction, said in an investor call
following the announcement of
the firm’s quarterly earnings
on Friday.

After remaining a loss-mak-
ing provision for several quar-
ters, Reliance’s gas exploration
business has begun reaping
rewards of a global surge in
energy prices that have
already pushed the rates to a
record high.

Bollywood heartthrob Vicky Kaushals debut film as a lead,
'Masaan', has completed seven years in Hindi cinema

and the actor has expressed gratitude towards it.
Vicky took to Instagram, where he shared some
glimpses of the film, directed by award-winning
filmmaker Neeraj Ghaywan. "7 saal ho gaye! Dil se
shukriya.#Masaan (It's been 7 years. A heartfelt
gratitude)," he wrote as the caption for the
movie, which has achieved cult status since its
release. Vicky's co-star from the film Shweta
Tripathi took to the comment section and post-
ed a ‘namaste' emoji. Filmmaker Zoya Akhtar
said: "What a film and how sublime were you?
Congratulations." Ghaywan dropped a series of
emoticons including balloons, fire and a train.
Vicky's close friend and actor Ishaan Khatter
called the special day a ‘Masaan day' for the
actor. "Happy masaan day
@neeraj.ghaywan@vickykaushal09," he wrote.
‘Masaan' is an independent drama film, which
also stars Richa Chadda. The film deals with

the issues of a casteist
society and shows the
tragic love story
between a lower
caste boy and an
upper caste girl.

Rakul Preet sizzles 
in ‘Mashooka’ video,
motion poster out
Rakul Preet Singh is making her presence felt with her

lead appearance in the music video of 'Mashooka'.
Music label Jjust Music on Saturday announced the song
'Mashooka', with the motion poster. Being made in three
languages, the song has vocals by Asees Kaur, Aditya
Iyengar and Devansh Sharma aka Viruss. Charit Desai
has directed the video. Taking to their social media
handles, the music label shared a motion poster of
Rakul Preet Singh, and announced the release dates
of the song in Hindi, Telugu and Tamil on July 26, 27,
and August 1, respectively. In the poster, Rakul is
seen in a scintillating, never-seen-before avatar,
which is garnering a lot of praise from audiences.
Jjust Music is known for creating songs such as
'Pehli Mulaqat' and 'Allah Ve'. The label also
boasts of some iconic singles, including 'Vande
Mataram' featuring Tiger Shroff, 'Prada'
with Alia Bhatt, and 'Muskurayega India'
with Akshay Kumar, Tiger Shroff,
Ayushmann Khurrana, Kriti
Sanon, Vicky Kaushal and
Taapsee Pannu, and
more.

ACROSS

1. Napped leather

6. Japan's continent

10. Medical "at once!"

14. Kitchen garb

15. Chili ingredient

16. Luxurious

17. Front of a scene

19. Other than

20. Printers' measures

21. Helps

22. Gets up

24. Makes eyes at

25. Deny

26. Temperature unit

29. Western state

30. Gumbo ingredient

31. ____ in distress

34. Morning moisture

37. Diamond and Armstrong

39. Fish eggs

40. Roger ____ (007 actor)

42. NJ time zone

43. Spuds

46. Simmer

47. Hit-or-____

48. Idolized

50. Actress Meryl ____

53. "Men in Black", e.g.

55. Raspy

56. Top cards

57. Twosome

60. Poker word

61. Smuggled goods

64. Hawaiian garlands

65. Fork prong

66. Fanatical

67. Horse's gait

68. Wood strip

69. Sail supports

DOWN

1. Umpire's call

2. "Once ____ a time..."

3. Makes mistakes

4. Fawn's mama

5. Hire

6. Living quarters

7. Author Dr. ____

8. Actor ____ McKellen

9. Moderately slow, in music

10. Snow vehicle

11. Oklahoma city

12. Desirable quality

13. The ones here

18. Made angry

23. Kingdom

24. ____ hygiene

26. Accomplished

27. Squeaks by
28. Sand
29. Consumer
32. Skills
33. A Stooge
34. Exit
35. A great lake
36. Join metal
38. Pigs' homes
41. Double-reed instrument
44. Facets
45. Piggy bank user
47. Slightest
49. Render harmless
50. Commandment verb
51. Photocopier liquid
52. Proportion
53. Heavenly dish
54. Eight musicians
57. Specks
58. Army division
59. Chances
62. Furnace fuel
63. Sheep's cry
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Unexpected information may be coming at
you today from out of the blue, Aquarius.
You'll find that this information is extreme-
ly important, so make sure to keep all lines
of communication open. You're apt to learn
some important lessons regarding working
harmoniously with groups to fulfill not just
your own needs but also those of others.
Let other people's viewpoints be heard.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't be so nosy about others' affairs
today, Pisces. If you were meant to be
included in the conversation, you'd have
been invited. Suspicion of other people's
actions and motives will only cause them
to lose their trust in you. Keep any abra-
sive and critical thoughts to yourself.
Perfection is a hot topic in your mind. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Other people could have some seriously
opposing opinions about how things
should be done. Be prepared for battle,
Aries, because others are likely to have
sharp tongues. Compromise is the key to
finding solutions that will work for
everyone. Realize that the best solution
is probably one that neither party has
thought of on his or her own. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Information is apt to come in erratic
bursts today, Taurus. You'll find that a
great deal of nonverbal communication
is revealed and you should listen not
only with your ears but also with your
eyes and heart. Keep an open mind. Let
others finish their thoughts before you
make any judgments. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

An unexpected opportunity to take a short
trip could present itself today, Gemini. Hop
on that boat or train and see where it goes.
If you have no real reason to travel, make
one up. You don't need one anyway. The
point is that it's time to get away from your
current surroundings and explore other
ways of living. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you aren't paying close attention
today, Cancer, you might miss what's
said. Important information is being
relayed quickly, so don't miss out on
the action. It may not be important for
you to agree with everything you hear,
but at least listen to it and seriously
consider incorporating elements into
your point of view. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Actively express your thoughts today, Leo.
You'll find that a great deal of information
needs to be exchanged. You have the power
to deliver a strong, thoughtful message to
others, so don't give up this opportunity to
exercise your acute mind. You may also find
people to be rather argumentative, but
don't let this keep you from expressing your
true thoughts on the matter at hand.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may be feeling a little bit lost in the
dust today, Virgo. Somehow what you're
thinking and feeling isn't exactly coordi-
nating with the current conversation. Don't
think you need to agree with the group just
to feel like you fit in. Maintaining your own
point of view is critical. You're better off
rolling with the punches rather than trying
to put up a fight.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your thinking is clear and sharp, Libra,
and your mental awareness keen. You
should use it to head toward new, for-
ward-thinking projects. Don't waste your
time beating around the bush. Cut right
to the heart of the issue. You'll easily out-
wit your opponents in a game of Scrabble
or chess. Engage in activities that exer-
cise your brain. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a terrific day to express your
thoughts, Sagittarius. You'll find your
mind especially clear and ready to tackle
any mental issue that comes your way.
Your tendency is toward free and uncon-
ventional ways of problem solving.
Express the importance of being able to
think for yourself. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today is a terrific day to express your
thoughts, Sagittarius. You'll find your
mind especially clear and ready to
tackle any mental issue that comes
your way. Your tendency is toward free
and unconventional ways of problem
solving. Express the importance of
being able to think for yourself. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Someone may challenge your mental
capabilities today, Capricorn. Your nat-
ural tendency might be to take the
information, mull it over for a while,
and come back with your decision or
opinion at some later date. The truth of
the matter is that things are moving
quickly and decisions must be made
quickly and efficiently. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 371

SOLUTION 370

HOROSCOPE MONDAY JULY 25

F
or the very first
time, Superstar
Singer 2’s ‘Best

Bache Ever’ joined hands
with ‘Comedy ke Funkar
from India’s Laughter
Champion to entertain
viewers for a magical
evening filled with 7x
Entertainment, 7x Fun &
7x Dhamaal on 23rd July
starting 7 pmonwards.
Nothing short of a full-
blown rollercoaster ride,
there was music, there
was masti and of course,
there was the super ‘jugal
bandi’ of comedy and
melody. Joining the es-
teemed panel of super
judges, Himesh
Reshammiya, Alka
Yagnik and Javed Ali
were the laughter queen,
Archana Puran Singh,
the judge of India’s
Laughter Champion.

Superstar Singer 2’s
very own Miss Mohali,
contestant Sayisha Gupta
with her cuteness, confi-
dence and exceptional
singing has made a spe-
cial place in the hearts of
the audience. In the up-
coming ‘Super-sangam’
special, Sayisha Gupta
dressed up as ‘Choti
Madhuri’ will leave every-

body awestruck as she
will give a power packed
performance on ‘Ek Do
Teen’ winning her a
standing ovation and flat-
tering comments from the
judges. Highly impressed
by her performance, the

OG singer of this song,
judge Alka Yagnikwill go
on to say, “Sayisha’s is
looking like a little
Madhuri Dixit, and
sounding like little Alka
Yagnik. She has done jus-
tice to the combination of

singing and the get up of
this song. You have sung
so well. It's such a difficult
song, how did you remem-
ber each word? My daugh-
ter Sayisha was asking
me how old is she, she
sings so well, and I replied

saying she's also Sayisha
like you, but she's 7 and
my daughter couldn't be-
lieve it. I told her yeh kar-
ishma hota hain kudhrat
ka. Lajawab performance.
I love you baby. God bless
you."

Contestant Sayisha Gupta meets her biggest fan

B
irthdays are always
special as one gets all
the attention and af-

fection from their family
and friends. Shivya
Pathania, aka Devi Parvati
in &TV’s Baal Shiv, who will
soon celebrate her birthday,
shares some interesting de-
tails about her special plans
this year in this candid chat.

1) Would you like to
keep grand or low-key
birthday celebrations
with your dear ones?

I am not a party person
and prefer to spend my
birthday with family and
friends. Ideally, I love visit-
ing my family in my home-
town, Himachal Pradesh,
on this special day. If in case
I am busy with the shooting
schedule of my popular
mythological show, Baal
Shiv, my family will come to
Mumbai. After wrapping
the day's shooting, I will
take them out for fancy din-
ing later in the evening.

2) Do you observe any
unique customs on your
birthdays?

My family performs a
Rudra Abhishek (Lord
Shiva's Puja) on my birth-
day. I visit Lord Shiva’s tem-
ple to seek his blessings and
wish everyone good health

and prosperity. Also, my
mother enjoys cooking, and
since I have a sweet tooth,
she always makes 'Aktori,' a
traditional sweet cake made
with buckwheat, wheat
flour, and dry fruits that re-
semble pancakes. We usual-
ly eat it with honey, and it is
my absolute favourite.

3) What is the most
memorable gift you've
ever received?

Honestly, I receive sever-
al gifts from my fans and
loved ones. But this year is
extremely special as I re-
ceived the most precious
gift. Given my role as Devi
Parvati in &TV’s Baal Shiv,

I have had this wonderful
opportunity to essay sever-
al Devi roops, which has
brought in the best in me. It
has been quite challenging
yet creatively satisfying.
And that’s the best thing an
actor can get – an opportu-
nity to showcase a variety
in a single character, which
I see as a blessing.

4) Any special wishes
for this birthday?

My most special wish
would be to continue evolv-
ing as an actor and show-
case my acting prowess to
continue garnering my au-
diences’ love and bless-
ings.

Birthday Special with TV
actor, Shivya Pathania

Vicky Kaushal expresses
gratitude for his lead
debut film ‘Masaan’

E
xplaining that he
chose to work with
director Santhosh

Jayakumar on 'Poikkal
Kuthirai' because he
liked the script narrated
by the director, actor, di-
rector and dance chore-
ographer Prabhu Deva
on Saturday said he
never ever judged people.

Participating in a
press conference called
by the unit of 'Poikkal
Kuthirai', in which he
plays the lead, Prabhu
Deva said: "When direc-
tor Santhosh P
Jayakumar called me
and said he wanted to
narrate a script, I didn't
think about his earlier
films at all. That is be-
cause I don't ever judge
anybody.

"When he called to nar-
rate a script, I was will-
ing to listen. He narrated
the script and I liked it a
lot. In fact, I even liked
the way he narrated it.

"The commanding
manner in which he ex-
tracted work from the
artistes while shooting
the film impressed me.
He was fast as well. He is
a producer's director."

Prabhu Deva's expla-
nation came after the
film's director thanked
him for readily listening
to his script, without
thinking twice about his

previous adult comedy
film.

The action entertainer,
which will have Prabhu
Deva playing a physical-
ly challenged person, is
scheduled to release on
August 5.

Prabhu Deva says 
director’s narration

made him sign up for
‘Poikkal Kuthirai’
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Eugene, Jul 24 (PTI):

Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra scripted yet
another history as he be-
came only the second
Indian and first male track
and field athlete to win a
medal in the World
Championships by clinch-
ing silver in the javelin
throw final here.

The 24-year-old Chopra,
who had come into the
showpiece as a hot medal
favourite, produced a best
throw of 88.13m to finish
second. Legendary long
jumper Anju Bobby
George was the first Indian
to win a medal -- bronze --
in the World
Championships in the 2003
edition in Paris. Chopra

began with a foul throw
and had 82.39m and 86.37m
to be at fourth after three
rounds. He got his rhythm
back with a big fourth
round throw of 88.13m, his
fourth career-best effort, to
jump to second place,
which he held on to till the
end. His fifth and sixth
throws were fouls.
Defending champion

Anderson Peters of
Grenada won gold with a
best throw of 90.54m while
Olympic silver winner
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic took the bronze
with 88.09m. Chopra had
topped the Group A quali-
fication round and quali-
fied for the final at second
place behind Peters by
sending his spear to 88.39m
for his third career-best
throw. Peters had topped
Group B with an effort of
89.91m. The other Indian
in the fray, Rohit Yadav fin-
ished at 10th with a best
throw of 78.72m. Rohit had
finished 11th overall in the
qualification round with a
best throw of 80.42m. The
21-year-old Indian had
recorded a season's and
personal best of 82.54m
while winning a silver at
the National Inter-State
Championships last
month. Chopra had won
Indian athletics' maiden
gold in the Tokyo
Olympics last year. He is
only the second Indian to
have won an individual
gold in the Olympics, after
shooter Abhinav Bindra,
who clinched the yellow
metal in 2008 Beijing
Games.

Neeraj Chopra wins silver,
scripts history again Galle, Sri Lanka, Jul 24 (AP):

Half-centuries by
Dinesh Chandimal and
Oshada Fernando helped
Sri Lanka reach 315-6 at
stumps on the opening day
of the second test match
against Pakistan at the
Galle International
Stadium on Sunday.

Needing to win the
game to square the series,
Sri Lanka opted to bat first
after winning the toss.
Captain Dimuth
Karunaratne and
Fernando gave the team a
solid start adding 92 runs
for the first wicket.

Fernando was the stand-
out performer during the
stand using his feet
against spin and hitting
three straight sixes. The
third six brought his sev-
enth half-century in test
match cricket. He was dis-
missed the very next ball,
caught behind off the
bowling of Mohammad
Nawaz. Fernando's 50
came off 70 deliveries and
included four fours and
three sixes.

Later in the morning
session, Pakistan struck
with the last ball before
lunch as Kusal Mendis (3)
was run out backing up
too far. Captain
Karunaratne was dis-

missed after lunch on 40
when he played an unchar-
acteristic reverse sweep
off Yasir Shah and was su-

perbly caught by Naseem
Shah, who had to dive to
ensure the dismissal.

A 75-run stand for the

fourth wicket followed be-
tween former captains
Dinesh Chandimal and
Angelo Mathews taking
Sri Lanka's total close to
200 runs.

Chandimal was the
more dominant partner
hitting two sixes and nine
fours as he went on to top
score with 80 runs.

Mathews was applauded
before the day's play as he
became the sixth Sri
Lankan to feature in 100
test matches. He was
dropped when on 36 by
Babar Azam at extra cover
off the bowling of
Nauman Ali. The reprieve
didn't cost Pakistan as
Mathews soon nicked one
to the wicketkeeper much
to the joy of Nauman. He
made 42.

Chandimal, who posted
twin half-centuries in the
first test and a double hun-
dred prior to that in the
second test against
Australia, all in Galle, was
cruising and looked set to
post a century when a
lapse of concentration saw
him throw his wicket
away.

He stepped out and at-
tempted a wild slog
against the turn off
Nawaz but ended up get-
ting a thick edge and was
caught at backward point.

Sri Lanka reaches 315-6 on 1st day
of 2nd test vs Pakistan

Sri Lanka's Dinesh
Chandimal plays a shot 

during the first day of the 
second cricket Test match

between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at
the Galle International Cricket

Stadium in Galle on July 24.

Chennai, Jul 24 (PTI):

Chess fever is well and
truly on in Chennai with
just four days to go for the
44th Olympiad.

As the countdown for the
chess extravaganza contin-
ues, a test event was held
on Sunday to assess the
preparedness for the tour-
nament.

Also, a few thousand peo-
ple took part in an
Olympiad special run or-
ganised in the city today
ahead of the prestigious
tournament. State
Ministers including Ma
Subramanian, T M
Anbarasan and P K Sekar
Babu among others were
present at the event.

As many as 1,414 players
took part in the test tourna-
ment held in various age
categories. The organisers

claimed that the test event
with 1,414 players was an
attempt to enter the Noble
Book of World Records.

The chess Olympiad is
being held in India for the
first time and the tourna-

ment will be held at nearby
Mamallapuram. Players
from over 180 countries will
be participating in the
Olympiad with three
Indian teams each in the
Open and women's sec-

tions. 'Thambi', mascot of
the marquee event, can be
seen at various places in
the city while the iconic
Napier Bridge has been
painted in black and white
colours to resemble a chess
board. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate the event at the
Nehru Indoor stadium here
on July 28 in the presence
of Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin while
the matches will begin
from July 29 and go on till
August 10.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is leaving no stone
unturned in the efforts to
make the Olympiad a huge
success. Chief Minister
Stalin himself has been at
the forefront, supervising
the arrangements and vis-
iting the venue to inspect
the preparations.

Chess Olympiad: Preparations
on, test tournament held

A test competition to assess the preparedness ahead of the 44th
Chess Olympiad in Mamallapuram, Sunday, July 24. As many as
1414 players participated to earn a place in the Noble Book of
World Records. 

Melbourne, Jul 24 (PTI):

Cricket Australia (CA) on
Sunday said it has signed a
seven-year deal with Disney
Star to broadcast the coun-
try's cricket matches in
India, the sport's largest
market in the world.

As part of the deal, which
commences in 2023-24,
Disney Star will televise all
internationals matches as
well as the KFC Big Bash
League and Weber
Women's Big Bash League
in India.

Disney Star will take over
from Sony, who have held
the Australian rights since
the 2017-18 season.

According to CA, the
channel's reach will provide
"enormous exposure" for
Australian cricket and for
the board's commercial

partners in India. "We are
delighted to announce this
new association with
Disney Star from season
2023-24 onwards. Disney
Star is synonymous with
the game in India and we
look forward to working
with them to showcase the
outstanding cricket played
in Australia every sum-
mer," said CA CEO Nick
Hockley. "The magnitude of
this association is testa-
ment to the enduring rival-
ry and respect that exists
between Australian and
Indian teams, the excite-
ment and popularity of
WBBL and BBL, and the
high regard of Australian
cricket in India and global
markets more broadly.

"There was significant in-
terest in our rights and we
are very grateful to our cur-
rent rights holder Sony for
their partnership which
will continue throughout
this season," he added.

Cricket Australia inks seven-year
deal with Disney Star

̈ To broadcast
matches in India

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Gearing up for her fourth
Commonwealth Games,
India's doubles exponent
Ashwini Ponnappa is now a
different player from the 19-
year-old who claimed a his-
toric women's doubles gold
on debut 12 years ago.

What still remain though
are her thunderous smash-
es that continue to find
their mark, an ability to
read the serves and returns
of her opponents, and her
hunger to win.

And now, after five CWG
medals, including two gold,
a World championships
bronze and two Olympic ap-
pearances, the 32-year-old
from Coorg is ready to
make another splash at the
Birmingham Games, start-
ing July 28. "There have
been lots of ups and downs
in these years. I have
changed a lot in 10 years,
improved by leaps and

bounds, have tons of experi-
ence behind me now and it
does feel great to make it to
the Commonwealth Games
team again," she told PTI
during an interview.

"I mean, looking back in
2010, it all started there and
it was kind of very new for
me. Winning the gold was a
great moment. I really
would like to relive that mo-
ment."

SEND-OFF CEREMONY

Indian table tennis team poses for a photograph during their send-off ceremony 

for the Commonwealth Games 2022, in New Delhi. 

Eugene, Jul 24 (AP):

The U.S. women pulled a
shocking upset over
Jamaica in the 4x100 relay
at world championships,
while the men finished
second after a sloppy
baton exchange that has
become a ritual for that
star-crossed team.

Andre DeGrasse beat
Marvin Bracy to the line
by .07 seconds to lift
Canada to the victory in
the men's race in 37.48 sec-
onds.

Bracy fell behind after
twice reaching back and
whiffing on the exchange
from Elijah Hall, who went
tumbling to the ground

after he finally let go of the
stick.

The U.S. women, a clear
underdog to a Jamaican
team that had won all but
one of the six sprint
medals at this meet, pulled
the upset when Twanisha
Terry held off 200 gold
medalist Shericka
Jackson for a .04-second
victory.

The American team,
which also included
Melissa Jefferson, Abby
Steiner and Jenna
Prandini, finished in 41.14.

Jamaica's fate might
have been sealed on a
messy first pass between
Kemba Nelson and Elaine
Thompson-Herah.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Amit Panghal will be
eager to exorcise the
ghosts of disappointing
Tokyo Games while
Lovlina Borgohain will
seek redemption after an
underwhelming World
Championship outing as
the country's pugilists
gear up to negotiate a
tricky path at the
Commonwealth Games.

Reigning world champi-
on Nikhat Zareen will also
be the cynosure of all eyes
as the Telangana boxer
will look to extend her
golden streak.

Nikhat has been on title-
winning spree having

emerged victorious at the
Nationals, the prestigious
Stradja Memorial tourna-
ment and the World
Championships. But at the
CWG, the 26-year-old will
have a different challenge.

Nikhat, who competes

in 52kg, has moved down
to 50kg category. The 2019
Asian Championship
bronze medallist and her
coaches will assess how
she adapts to the new
weight class so that they
can decide her event for

the Paris Olympics.
The weight loss may

lead to decrease in
strength but Nikhat is a
technically sharp boxer
who has ample experience
which should help her.

Lovlina has had a whirl-
wind year. The Assam
boxer, who prefers to keep
a low profile, was pushed
into the spotlight ever
since she won the bronze
at the Tokyo Olympics last
year.

The 24-year-old self-ad-
mittedly lost focus due the
endless functions and
other commitments out-
side the boxing ring,
which affected her per-
formance.

Rotherham, Jul 24 (AP):

France ended its run of
quarterfinal eliminations
in major tournaments by
beating the Netherlands 1-0
after extra time to advance
to the semifinals of the
Women's European
Championship for the first
time.

Eve P risset converted a
penalty in the 102nd
minute, following
Dominique Janssen's foul
on Kadidiatou Diani that
was awarded by video re-
view, to end the title defense
of the Dutch.

The French exited at the
quarterfinals stage in their
last five international tour-
naments Euro 2013, the

World Cup in 2015, the
Olympics in 2016, Euro 2017

and the World Cup in 2019
but the curse is over.

They completed the line-
up of teams in the semifi-
nals, where Germany
awaits on Wednesday. Host
nation England and
Sweden meet on Tuesday.

France has only ever
reached the semifinals of a
major tournament once be-
fore the World Cup in 2011.

An exciting, end-to-end
game went to extra time
only thanks to profligate
French finishing and the
brilliance of Netherlands
goalkeeper Daphne van
Domselaar, filling in once
again for Sari van
Veenendaal following the
Dutch captain's campaign-
ending shoulder injury
against Sweden in the
group stage. Her best save

came in the fourth and final
minute of stoppage time,
when she flew to her left to
tip aside a header from
Wendie Renard. A minute
earlier, Van Domselaar de-
fied Delphine Cascarino at
the near post having also
saved well from the winger
early in the first half.

France also struck the
post through Cascarino,
while Dutch defender
Stefanie van der Gragt
twice blocked shots on the
goal-line in the first half.

The best chance of the
many chances created by
France fell to Grace Geyoro,
who somehow headed wide
from three meters out in
the 87th minute and was
substituted moments later.

Champion at 19, Ashwini ready
for another splash at CWG

Euro 2022: France reaches semis, ends Dutch title defense

France's defender Selma Bacha and her temmates celebrates
after a goal during the UEFA Women's Euro 2022 quarter final
football match between France and Netherlands at the New York
Stadium, in Rotherham.

US women win relays in upset, while men flounder again

Jenna Prandini, Abby Steiner, Twanisha Terry and Melissa Jefferson
of Team United States celebrate after winning gold in the Women's
4x100m Relay Final on day nine of the World Athletics
Championships Oregon22 at Hayward Field  in Eugene, Oregon. 

Amit Panghal, Lovlina seek redemption at CWG

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

With the WHO de-
claring monkeypox a
global public health
emergency of inter-

national concern and India
reporting four cases of the
disease, experts on Sunday
said there is no need to
panic as it is less conta-
gious and rarely fatal.
According to these experts,
a monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled by
strong surveillance.

The virus spread can be
contained by isolation of
confirmed cases and quar-
antine of contacts, they
said, and underlined that
immunocompromised in-
dividuals need to take care.
Senior scientist at Pune's
National Institute of
Virology (NIV) Dr Pragya

Yadav said monkeypox
virus is an enveloped dou-
ble-stranded DNA virus
having two distinct genetic
clades -- the central African
(Congo Basin) clade and
the west African clade.

"The recent outbreak
which has affected several
countries leading to a wor-
risome situation is caused
by the west African strain
which is less severe than
the Congo lineage reported
earlier. The cases reported
in India are also of the less
severe west African line-
age," she told PTI. The NIV
is one of the major insti-
tutes of the Indian Council
of Medical Research.

Epidemiologist and in-
fectious diseases physi-
cian Dr Chandrakant
Lahariya said monkeypox
is not a new virus. It has

been present globally for
five decades, and there is a
reasonable understanding
of its viral structure,
transmission and patho-
genicity, he added.

"The virus causes most-
ly mild illness. It is less
contagious and requires
close personal contact
with symptomatic individ-
uals in contrast to the
SARS-CoV-2 that had a res-
piratory spread and a high
proportion of asympto-
matic cases.

"There is every reason,
as of now, to believe that a
monkeypox outbreak can
effectively be tackled and
the virus contained by iso-
lation of confirmed cases,
quarantine of contacts and
the use of authorised
smallpox vaccines as 'off-
label' for 'ring vaccination,"

Lahariya said, adding that
vaccination for the general
population is not currently
recommended.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
Saturday declared mon-
keypox a global public
health emergency of in-
ternational concern and
called on nations to work
closely with communities
of men who have sex with
men and adopt measures
that protect the health,
human rights and dignity
of affected communities.
More than 16,000 cases of
the disease have now been
reported from 75 countries
and there have been five
deaths so far as a result of
the outbreak.

Chief of Covid Working
Group of NTAGI Dr N K
Arora said there is no

need to panic because the
disease is less infectious
and rarely fatal. But indi-
viduals with immunocom-
promised states need to be
particularly careful, he
said. "Even though its
spread is a matter of con-
cern, there is no need to
panic. The virus can be
contained by strong sur-
veillance, isolation of con-
firmed cases, contact-trac-
ing," he told PTI.

Based on the lessons
learnt from the COVID-19
pandemic, India has put in
a surveillance system for
detection and tracking of
monkeypox cases in the
country. India has so far
reported four cases of the
disease three in Kerala
and one in Delhi.

The Centre on Sunday
held a high-level review

meeting after a 34-year-old
man from the national cap-
ital with no history of for-
eign travel tested positive
for the monkeypox virus.

The Union Health
Ministry had last week re-
viewed the functioning of
health screening of inter-
national travellers arriv-
ing in India at airports
and ports. Airport and
port health officers
(APHOs and PHOs) and
directors from regional of-
fices of Health and Family
Welfare who attended the
meeting were advised to
ensure strict health
screening of all arriving
international travellers to
minimise the risk of im-
portation of monkeypox
cases into the country, a
health ministry statement
had said.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Former Congress MP
Naveen Jindal on Sunday
hailed the government for
changing the country's flag
code by allowing the tri-
colour to fly both day and
night, saying it is a "very
progressive decision" that
will definitely encourage
more people to display the
flag with dignity and pride.
The government's move
came as it is going to
launch a 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' (hoisting of flag in
every home) from August
13 to 15 as part of the 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav'.

"This is a very progres-
sive decision. This amend-
ment to the Flag Code of
India will definitely en-
courage more and more
people to display the

Tiranga with dignity and
pride on all days of the
year and will also give a
boost to the 'Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign. Jai
Hind," said Jindal, a for-
mer Congress MP and the
president of Flag
Foundation of India. In a
letter to secretaries of all
central ministries and de-
partments, Union home
secretary Ajay Bhalla said
the display, hoisting and
use of the Indian national
flag is governed by the Flag
Code of India, 2002 and the
Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act, 1971.

The Flag Code of India,
2002 has been further
amended through an order
on July, 20, 2022 and clause
(xi) of paragraph 2.2 of
Part-II of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be

read as under: (xi) "where
the Flag is displayed in
open or displayed on the
house of a member of pub-
lic, it may be flown day and
night". Earlier, the tri-
colour was allowed to be
flown from sunrise to sun-
set, irrespective of weather
conditions.

Similarly, paragraph 1.2
of Part-I of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be
read as: "The National Flag
shall be made of hand spun
and hand woven or ma-
chine made, cotton/ poly-
ester/ wool/ silk khadi
bunting." Earlier, machine-
made and polyester flags
were not allowed to be
used. Industrialist and
president Flag Foundation
of India, Jindal welcomed
the latest amendment to
the Flag Code of India 2002.

Irani sends legal notice
to Congress leaders

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Union minister Smriti
Irani on Sunday sent a
legal notice to Congress
leaders Jairam Ramesh
and Pawan Khera, asking
them to apologise for their
"baseless and false" allega-
tions against the BJP
leader and her daughter.

Irani's action came a day
after the Congress leaders
alleged that her 18-year-old
daughter Zoish Irani ran a
bar illegally in Goa and
also targeted the minister
over this, demanding that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sack her from his
Cabinet. If they do not ten-
der an unconditional and
unequivocal apology and
withdraw their allega-
tions, Irani will initiate

civil and criminal proceed-
ings against them, the
legal notice said.

The notice has also been
sent to 'Mahila' Congress
leader Netta D'Souza and
the Congress party. "The
false allegations were in-
tended to hurt the reputa-
tion of our client as a min-
ister and a person in pub-
lic life, and also to outrage
her modesty and that of
her daughter," the notice
said. The Congress leaders
stooped to a new low,
morally and ethically, by
attacking Irani's young
daughter who is in her
first year at university and
at the threshold of a new
chapter of her life pursu-
ing her professional aspi-
rations, the notice sent by
Irani said.

Festival to showcase N-E India in Thailand
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

A three-day festival from
July 29 in Thailand will
showcase Northeast India
and explore the shared his-
tory through a series of
discussions, exhibitions,
buyer-seller meets, and
song, dance and fashion
events. The second edition
of the North East India
Festival is being organised
in Bangkok to celebrate
the 75th year of India's
diplomatic relations with
Thailand. The first edition
was organised in February
2019.

Bollywood actress
Andrea Kevichusa (of
"Anek" fame), stars from
the Northeast besides well-
known Thai actors will
walk the ramp for
Northeastern fabrics by
designers from the region

such as Anuradha Kuli,
Robert Naorem, Priyanka
Lama, Mami, Bidyut &
Rakesh, Iba Mallai,
Kivitoli Chishi, Meghali
Das and Daisy Momin.

Top musical bands of
the Northeast such as

Soulmate, David Angu &
the Tribe, Zubeen Garg
and band, Tetseo sisters,
and TaFMA will take the
stage. Famous rock band
from Thailand STAMP is
also scheduled to perform.
Delectable cuisines of the

Northeast will be another
attraction at the festival.

Representatives from
Northeastern states and
around 30 MSME entre-
preneurs will showcase
products from the region
with special focus on tea,

crafts, agro-horti products
and tourism, chief organ-
iser of the festival
Shyamkanu Mahanta
said. "The festival is an at-
tempt to create a market
for products from the
Northeast, promote
tourism, especially focus-
ing on Tai tourism cir-
cuits, and creating a con-
nect among people and ac-
ademia," Mahanta 
told PTI.

"We are trying to follow
the Act East vision of our
prime minister to connect
both the regions," he added.
With the focus on Tai cul-
ture of the Northeast, a
large team from the Tai
Khamti and Tai Ahom com-
munities will present their
history, heritage and cul-
ture and interact with
prominent Thai scholars
and historians.

PM holds meeting with CMs,
Dy CMs of BJP-ruled states

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
held a meeting with chief
ministers and deputy chief
ministers of BJP-ruled
states at the party head-
quarters here to deliberate
on the developmental
work done by them. The
meeting was also attended
by the BJP president, JP
Nadda, its senior leader
and Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav and
Vinay Sahsrabuddhe, who
heads the party's good gov-
ernance cell.

The chief ministers and
deputy chief ministers of
18 states where the BJP is
in power on its own or in
alliance with other par-
ties held deliberations on
achieving a 100 per cent
target of all centrally
sponsored welfare
schemes and flagship pro-

grammes, sources said.
Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma are among

those who attended the
meeting. Nagaland Chief
Minister Nephio Rio,
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha,
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Goa
Chief Minister Pramod

Sawant, and Tripura
Chief Minister Manik
Saha are also present.

Several deputy chief
ministers including
Maharashtra's Devendra
Fadnavis and Tarkishore
Prasad and Renu Devi
from Bihar attended the
meeting.
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A girl checks rakhis at a shop ahead of the Raksha Bandhan festival, in Mumbai, Sunday.

RAKSHA BANDHAN PREPARATION

Women in a traditional attire take a selfie during the Sawan festival programme, in Jabalpur, Sunday.

TRADITIONAL ATTIRE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP National President J.P. Nadda and Chief Ministers
of various states during the Mukhyamantri Parishad meeting, at BJP headquarters in New
Delhi, Sunday.

A hoarding of North East India festival at a metro station in Bangkok, Sunday.

African swine fever

Culling of pigs
commences in

Wayanad

Wayanad (Kerala), Jul 24 (PTI):
Culling of pigs to prevent
spread of African swine
fever in Wayanad district of
Kerala, where it was re-
cently reported, com-
menced from Sunday after
facing some opposition
from a farmer who was af-
fected by the government
decision. The sub-collector
of Mananthavady, where
the disease was reported
from two farms, said the
farmer in question and oth-
ers were convinced to coop-
erate with the culling
process by showing them
the test reports received
from the National Institute
of High Security Animal
Diseases in Bhopal where
the samples were sent.

The sub-collector, who is
coordinating the culling
operations, further said
the affected farmer, who
owns 360 pigs, was in-
formed that the measures
were being taken as per
the national protocol to
prevent spread of the dis-
ease to other areas or
farms and he agreed to co-
operate with the process.
She also said the compen-
sation process for the af-
fected farmers would be
expedited. Pigs at two
farms in Mananthavady
area of Wayanad district
tested positive for the dis-
ease, with all the animals
in one farm dying of
African swine fever, the of-
ficial said.

Naveen Jindal lauds govt
for amending flag code

VERY PROGRESSIVE DECISION

Video shows BJP flags
in UP Cong office

Matter being probed: Oppn

LLuucckknnooww,,  JJuull  2244  ((PPTTII)):: A video of
the BJP flags lying in the Uttar
Pradesh Congress Committee
office has left the Opposition
red-faced. After former party
leader Zishan Haider shared the
video on Twitter on Saturday,
Uttar Pradesh Congress
spokesperson Ashok Singh al-
leged it was the handiwork of
some mischievous elements.
The matter is being probed and
action will be taken against
those guilty, Singh said.
Meanwhile, Haider claimed he
is still an All India Congress
Committee member. "I have
been removed from the post of
party spokesperson by the UP
Congress. But, as far as ex-
pelling me from the party is con-
cerned, only the Congress party
president Sonia Gandhi can do
it," he said. However, Singh
maintained that Haider has
been "expelled" from the party.

‘Monkeypox less contagious, rarely fatal’
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Daughters are not liability: SC
New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Daughters are no li-
ability, the Supreme
Court has said while
dealing with a matter
relating to payment of
maintenance to a
woman by her father.

The observation from a
bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S
Bopanna came on Friday
after the counsel appearing
for the man said that the
woman is a liability.

"Daughters are not a lia-
bility," Justice
Chandrachud observed
while referring to Article 14
of the Constitution which
deals with equality before

law.
The apex court had in

October 2020 noted that the
counsel appearing for the
applicants had stated that
no amount was paid to-
wards the arrears of main-
tenance computed at Rs
8,000 per month for the
daughter and Rs 400 per
month for the wife after
April 2018.

It had then directed the
man to pay Rs 2,50,000 to his
spouse and daughter within

two weeks. Later, when the
matter came up for hearing
in May this year, the bench
was informed that the wife
had died last year.

The counsel appearing
for the man had told the
apex court that he has duly
paid the arrears of mainte-
nance and referred to the
bank statements.

"In order to enable the
court to have a factual re-
port on whether the order
for the payment of mainte-
nance has been complied
with, we request the regis-
trar (judicial) to prepare a
factual report after ascer-
taining the position from
the counsel appearing on
behalf of the petitioners

and the respondent," the
court had said in its May
order. It had said that report
of the registrar (judicial) be
prepared within eight
weeks.

When the matter came
up for hearing on Friday,
the bench was informed
that the woman is a lawyer
and has cleared prelims of
a judicial services exam.

The top court observed
that the woman should con-
centrate on her exams so
that she is not dependent on
her father.

After the bench was in-
formed that the woman and
her father have not spoken
to each other since long, the
court suggested they talk.

Deepesh Bhan dies
MMuummbbaaii:: TV actor Deepesh
Bhan, best known for
appearing
in comedy
shows
Bhabiji
Ghar Par
Hai! and
FIR , died
on Saturday. He was 41.
Actor Kavita Kaushik,
Bhan's co-star from the
popular show "FIR", shared
the news of his demise on
her Twitter page. In shock,
gutted, pained with the
news of Deepesh Bhan
passing away at the age of
41 yesterday, a very impor-
tant cast member in f.i.r,
she wrote.

Suspended 
KKeennddrraappaarraa:: A teacher of a
government-run high
school in Odisha's
Kendrapara district was
suspended on Saturday for
allegedly molesting a 15-
year-old girl student of the
educational institution,
officials said. The teenag-
er's father filed a com-
plaint against the teacher,
alleging that the class 10
student was molested on
the school premises.

Seized
CChheennnnaaii:: Assorted gem
stones totaling 1,746
pieces worth Rs 94.34 lakh
was seized at the airport
here and a Sri Lankan
national was arrested in
this connection, the cus-
toms department said on
Saturday. Acting on specif-
ic inputs, the authorities
intercepted the passenger
who arrived here from
Colombo recently, a press
release from
Commissioner of Customs
K R Uday Bhaskar said.

Rescued
SShhiilllloonngg:: Six children were

rescued and 73 people

arrested from a "brothel"

allegedly run by BJP's

Meghalaya vice-president

Bernard N Marak in Tura

on Saturday, a senior

police officer said. Rimpu

Bagan, a farmhouse

owned by militant-turned-

politician Marak, was raid-

ed on the basis of a tip-off,

West Garo Hills district's

Superintendent of Police

Vivekanand Singh told PTI.
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Kanwariyas carrying holy
water from the Ganga river

walk during their pilgrimage in
the month of Shravan, in

Gurugram, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind Saturday asked po-
litical parties to rise above
partisan politics in national
interest and decide what is
necessary for the welfare of
people.

In his farewell address to
parliamentarians at
Parliament's Central Hall,
Kovind emphasised the
value of peace and harmo-
ny, saying people have a
right to oppose and create
pressure to pursue their
goals, but their methods
must be Gandhian. His com-
ments assume significance
at a time when parliamen-
tary proceedings have been
frequently disrupted due to
the Opposition's protests

over a number of issues.
Kovind said he always con-
sidered himself as a part of
the larger family, which in-
cluded the members of par-

liament. They may have dif-
ferences at times like any
family has, but they should
work together for the larger
interests of the country, he

said. Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla joined the ceremony
to bid farewell to the outgo-
ing President whose term
ends on Sunday.

President-Elect Droupadi
Murmu will take oath as the
15th President of India on
Monday. She will be the first
tribal person to occupy the
country's highest constitu-
tional post.

Kovind congratulated
Murmu and said the coun-
try will benefit from her
guidance.

He said he will always be
grateful to the citizens of
country for giving him the
opportunity to serve as
President.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The government has
changed the country's flag
code by allowing the tri-
colour to fly both day and
night and be machine-
made besides use of poly-
ester.

The move came as the
government is going to
launch a 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' (hoisting of flag
in every home) from
August 13 to 15 as part of
the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

In a letter to secretaries
of all central ministries
and departments, union
home secretary Ajay
Bhalla said the display,
hoisting and use of the
Indian national flag is gov-
erned by the Flag Code of
India, 2002 and the
Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act, 1971.

The Flag Code of India,
2002 has been further
amended through an order
on July, 20, 2022 and clause
(xi) of paragraph 2.2 of
Part-II of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be
read as under:- (xi) "where
the Flag is displayed in
open or displayed on the
house of a member of pub-
lic, it may be flown day
and night". Earlier, the tri-
colour is allowed to be
flown from sun rise to sun
set, irrespective of weath-
er conditions.

Similarly, paragraph 1.2
of Part-I of the Flag Code
of India, 2002 shall now be
read as under: 1.2.

Kolkata, Jul 23 (PTI):

West Bengal
Industry Minister
Partha Chatterjee
was arrested by
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED) on
Saturday in connec-
tion with its investi-

gation into the alleged
school jobs scam, an official
of the agency said.

The TMC secretary gen-
eral, who was the state edu-
cation minister when the
scam took place, was arrest-
ed after around 26 hours of
grilling in connection with
the probe since Friday

morning. "We are keeping a
close watch on the situa-
tion. We will come out with
a statement at an appropri-
ate time," TMC spokesper-
son Kunal Ghosh said.

Speaker Biman Banerjee
said the ED must inform
the speaker before arrest-
ing a member of the assem-
bly.

"The ED or CBI, while ar-
resting any MP or MLA,
has to inform the speaker of
the Lok Sabha or assembly.
This is the constitutional
norm. But I have not re-
ceived any communication
from ED about Chatterjee's
arrest," he said.

Korea, Jul 23: 

A 13-year-old girl was al-
legedly abducted and
raped by three persons,
one of whom is a minor, in
Korea district, police said
on Saturday.

The police on Friday ap-
prehended the accused,
who are residents of
Mauharpura in
Manendragarh town,
Manendragarh station
house officer Sachin Singh

said. Korea is a neighbour-
ing district, located 190 km

from Korba. The incident
took place on the night of
July 11, when the girl had
stepped out of her house
to meet a friend in the lo-
cality, the official said.

The minor accused al-
legedly waylaid the girl,
took her to an isolated spot
and raped her, he said,
adding that the boy also
threatened the victim.

On July 14, the boy and
two other accused took the
victim to a godown in
Chainpur area in a car and
raped her, Singh said.

Rajnandgaon, Jul 23: 

A 22-year-old man was ar-
rested from neighbouring
Maharashtra on Saturday
for allegedly killing a minor
girl over a one-sided love af-
fair in  Rajnandgaon dis-
trict, police said.

The accused, Chhabil
Kurre, a resident of
Katalwahi village, was ap-
prehended from Nagpur,
R a j n a n d g a o n

Superintendent of Police
Prafull Thakur said.

The 15-year-old girl was
found dead with a slit
throat in some bushes near
Dangora dam in
Dongargarh town on
Wednesday, he said.

The Class 9 student had
not returned home from
school and her family had
lodged a missing person's
complaint on Tuesday
night, the official said.

SP ends alliance
with Rajbhar and

Shivpal Yadav
Lucknow, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The Samajwadi Party on
Saturday told allies Omprakash
Rajbhar and Shivpal Singh
Yadav that they are free to go,
signalling a break-up after the
two supported the BJP presi-
dential candidate in the just
concluded polls. In a letter to
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) President Omprakash
Rajbhar, the Akhilesh Yadav-led
SP said while they are fighting
the BJP, Rajbhar "has a partner-
ship" with the saffron party and
was helping it. It said he is free
to go if he feels he will get
more respect there.

Kangaroo courts
affecting health

of democracy: CJI 
Ranchi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

Agenda-driven debates and
kangaroo courts being run by
the media are detrimental to
the health of the democracy,
Chief Justice of India (CJI) NV
Ramana said on Saturday.
Delivering the inaugural lec-
ture instituted in the memory
of Justice Satya Brata Sinha
here, CJI Ramana said media
trials affect the fair function-
ing and independence of the
judiciary. "Media trials can-
not be a guiding factor in
deciding cases. Of late, we
see the media running kanga-
roo courts at times on issues
even experienced judges find
difficult to decide. Ill-
informed and agenda-driven
debates on issues involving
justice delivery are proving to
be detrimental to the health
of democracy," he said.
"Biased views being propa-
gated by media are affecting
the people, weakening
democracy, and harming the
system. In this process, jus-
tice delivery gets adversely
affected. By overstepping and
breaching your responsibility,
you are taking our democracy
two steps backward," he
added. Print media still has a
certain degree of accounta-
bility, he said, adding that
electronic media has zero
accountability as what it
shows vanishes into thin air.
At times, there are concerted
campaigns in media, particu-
larly on social media, against
judges, he said.
Owing to the frequent trans-
gressions and consequent
social unrest, there is a grow-
ing demand for stricter media
regulations and accountabili-
ty, CJI Ramana said.
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PREZ FAREWELL SPEECH

‘Must rise above politics......’

Outgoing President Ram Nath Kovind greets Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the latters farewell function at Parliament
House in New Delhi, Saturday. Tricolour can be flown day, night

̈ Govt tweaks flag code
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M Bengal minister Chatterjee arrested 

West Bengal Minister Partha
Chatterjee being produced at
a court after he was arrested
by Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officials in connection

with its investigation into the
teacher recruitment scam, in

Kolkata, Saturday.

Following the arrest of West
Bengal Minister Partha
Chatterjee by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with
a money laundering case,
Trinamool Congress accused
the Bharatiya Janata Party of
using probe agencies for polit-
ical vendetta. The party also
said that it will take action
against the minister if he is
proven guilty. We are closely
watching the situation and we
have all faith in the judiciary.
After the judiciary gives its
verdict, we will be able to
make a decision. 

‘Will act if minister
found guilty’

HEINOUS CRIME

13-year-old abducted, raped
̈ Three held

The incident took place on
the night of July 11, when
the girl had stepped out of
her house to meet a friend
in the locality. The minor
accused allegedly waylaid
the girl, took her to an iso-
lated spot and raped her.On
July 14, the boy and two
other accused took the vic-
tim to a godown in Chainpur
area in a car and raped her.

About the incident

One-sided Love Affair

Man held for killing
15-year-old girl

SSV students excel in
AISSE & AISSCE results

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233::  In AISSE and AISSCE
results of the session 2021-22 de-
clared by CBSE Delhi on 22nd July,
2022, the students of Sri
SankaraVidyalaya, Sector-10 have
once again proved their mettle.In
class X results, 29 scored above 90%.
The toppers of class X are Kirti Singh
with 97.6%, P Lavanya with 97.2%,
AnushreeSahu 96.4%, PriyalShailesh
96.4%, Utkarsh Bhardwaj 96%,
Anushka Manna 95.4% and
ShrijaKanaujaiya with 95.2%.

In the Commerce stream,
Shriyansh Tiwari bagged the first
position with 96.2%,
ShrikantSudhirHarne secured the

second position with 95.6% and
AnshikaJyotishi came third with
93.4%. In class XII Maths stream,
Md AaqibKhatibi secured the first
position with 93.6%, Adya Pandey
bagged the second position with
90.6% and Yash Singh Bhaduria se-
cured the third position with
89.4%. In the Biology stream,
Jahnvi Singh and SmritiAchary to-
gether notched the first position
with 96.8%, D Pranavi bagged the
second position with 95.8% and
KhyatiTamrakar secured the third
highest marks with 93.8%. The
management, Principal, Vice-
Principal and staff congratulated
the children for their excellent per-
formance in the board exams.

DAVIPS students come out with flying colours 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233::  The students of
Class X ( 2021- 2022 )  of DAV
Ispat Public School Sector-2
Bhilai, added yet another glori-
fying moment in its academics
when the second batch of
Class X upgraded to the next
with flying colours and with a
100% result.  It's the 2nd
batch, but after the COVID du-
ration of exams in online mode
and internal assessments, it's
the 1st batch of the school that
has appeared for a regular

written examination this year.
The school feels extremely
proud of the students and the
teachers who had been the
driving force behind the suc-
cess story of these students.
The school has given a 100 %
result with 6 students scoring
above 90%, 12 students above
80% , 13 students above 70%
and 14  students above 60% 

The school has already
made its mark in the
Academics field in the past few
years and this result has added
more gems to the studded

crown of the school. The
Headmistress, Priyanka
Shukla, proudly expressed her
heartiest congratulations to all
the students namely
Rajshikhar ( 94.6%), Pranay
Sahu ( 93%), Suyash Kr Shukla
(92%) , DivyanshSahu( 90.6% )
, KanhaJaiswal ( 90.6 %) , and
Aanchal  ( 90% ) in particular.
She further extended her grati-
tude to all the staff for their
constant endeavour and perse-
verance which today paid
them back in the form of the
cent percent result.

Rohit Panda wins silver medal in 33rd International Biology Olympiad
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Rohit
Panda is the only student
from Chhattisgarh repre-
sented India in
33rdInternational Biology
Olympiad (IBO) held at
Yerevan city of Armenia
from 10 to 18 July 2022.
Rohit Panda, S/o Ranjan
Kumar Panda,
DGM(HME), SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant and Roopali
Panda, had participated in
33rd International
Olympiad on Biology.

He is the only student to
be selected from the state of
Chhattisgarh for this pres-
tigious Olympiad. The par-
ticipants of the Olympiad
had to go through 4 rigor-

ous screening rounds to
qualify for the 5th level of
the International
Olympiad.

After qualifying the rig-
orous rounds of Biology
Olympiad conducted by
HomiBhabha Science
Education Centre(HBCSE),
Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Mumbai, he was se-
lected to represent INDIA
along with 3 students from
different states of India.

After two weeks of train-
ing at HBCSE, TIFR, they
participated in the
International Olympiad on
Biology at Armenia where
students of more than 60+
countries participated with
every country sending up

to 4 participants.
The tests were highly in-

novative and mind blog-

ging and were a litmus test
to choose the very best
budding biologists from

throughout the world.
They had two theoretical
papers of 3hrs duration

each and four practical ex-
aminations of 1.5 hrs each.
After these rigorous test-
ing methods, He won
Silver for our Country
India.

Further the
International Group proj-
ect was a Project competi-
tion under the wing of
International Olympiad on
Biology. He along with one
student of Denmark and
one student of Singapore
participated in the project
in their topic of choice in
Biology.

The project was about a
"3 Way Symbiosis between
Plant, Fungi and Virus
which could be used to
eradicate various relevant
Problems to the Society."

Their project won First
Prize which was unani-
mous in choice by various
delegates and a 7 member
International Jury
Committee.

It is noteworthy that the
HomiBhabha Science
Education Center, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai organ-
izes Olympiad examina-
tions in Physics,
Chemistry, Biology,
Astronomy, Junior Science
and Mathematics. Under
this, competition is organ-
ized at four levels in India.
Students after passing
these four levels are select-
ed for the fifth level
International Olympiad.
After passing these four

levels, Rohit Panda has
qualified for the
International Olympiad of
Biology. Only 4 students
from the entire country
have qualified for this pres-
tigious Olympiad.

Rohit Panda, a 12th stan-
dard student of DPS,
Bhilai has been a mar-
velous student since the
beginning. Master Panda
has previously bagged a
Silver medal in South-east
Asian Mathematics
Olympiad. He has also se-
cured the 1st position in
International Informatics
Olympiad, qualifying his
place in Hongkong. The en-
tire Bhilai collective is
proud of Rohit Panda's
achievements.

Plantation drive held 
at Income Tax Office  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233:: Under the direc-
tions of Principal Chief
Commissioner of Income Tax
(MP & CG) Bhopal and Principal
Commissioner of Income Tax
(VU)-1, Indore, tree plantation
drive was organised here at
Income Tax Department, Bhilai,
Office of the Deputy
Commissioner (REAC)(VU) -
1(3)(1 ) Office of Indore Station
Bhilai. Deputy Commissioner of
Income Tax Rajesh T Pali, Chief
Guest Gitesh Kumar, Joint
Commissioner of Income Tax,
Range-1, Bhilai, Special Guest
Ajay Bhasin, State General
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Manohar Krishnani,
In-Charge Chamber of
Commerce Bhilai Zone 2, Income
Tax Department Bhilai officers
Vinod Marar, ShobhaVenugopal,
Varghese George, Sujit
Bhattacharya, SP Ruban and
Ajay Bhagat and Income Tax
Inspector Bhola Prasad Mandal,

Roopa Pillai, Deepa Nair, Rita
Vashnik, Sushila P Nair and
Rajan Kumar, multi-tasking
workers and Venugopal and their
companions participated in the
tree plantation drive. This event
was a part of the Azadi Ka
AmritMahotsava. Over 25
saplings of different trees were
planted in the campus.

GNESSS excels in AISSCE 2021-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Like every
year, this year also Guru
Nanak English Senior
Secondary School, Sector-
6, Bhilai students passed
with flying colours. The
class 12th students ex-
celled in the AISSCE-2022
conducted by CBSE. In
the Science section,
Manish Sharma topped
with 95.5% secured 1st po-
sition, MD
SarhaanQuershi stood at
second position and
Anamika Ray secured
third position.

From the Commerce
Section, Gurjeeet Kaur
topped with 92.5%,
Manpreet Kaur stood at
second position and
Umeshwari Sinha secured
third position. Overall re-
sult is excellent.

On their grand achieve-
ment, the chairman of
school education commit-
tee Sardar Tara Singh con-
gratulated and blessed
them for their bright fu-
ture. President of Shree
Guru Singh Sabha
SardarKulwant Singh,
Vice president
SardarGurudev Singh and

SardarManjeet Singh,
Treasurer Sardar PP
Singh Ahluwalia, General
Secretary Sardar GS Flora
Singh, Joint Secretary
SardarBaijit Singh,
SardarJasbeer Singh,
Secretary of School edu-
cation committee
SardarHarmeet Singh,
treasurer SardarBaldev
Singh, member of school
education committee
SardarAmardeep Singh,
Sardar Marylander Singh,
and Principal of School
Mona Singh also congrat-
ulated and blessed them
for their bright future.

Budding Table Tennis
Champ achieves success
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Adding an-
other feather in the cap of
achievements in the RPS
galore, a student of class
VI of Rungta Public
School, Kashvi Jain made
it to the State level champi-
onship in Table Tennis,
playing in the under 19 cat-
egory. Kashvi will be par-
ticipating for selection at
the National Level on
August 4, 2022.

Her extraordinary per-
formance has been appre-
ciated by everyone who
witnessed her match that
was played in
S h a n k a r a Vi d y a l ay a ,
Sector 10, Bhilai.

The incredible moment
has generated hope for all
the aspiring players of dif-
ferent disciplines of sports
of RPS. Kashvi has been
playing Table Tennis for
the past 3-4 years and is
steadily gaining confi-
dence and finesse in her
selected sport. She has
been training under
Ramanan.

The principal of the
school, Manas Chatterjee
was joined by the entire
team of Staff and students

of RPS in congratulating
Kashvi for this exemplary
feat. Chatterjee said that
the school will provide
every possible support and
guidance to Kashvi so that
she progresses further and
further in achieving suc-
cess in her chosen sport of

Table Tennis. The
Chairman of SRGI, Sanjay
Rungta and Director
SaketRungta extended
their good wishes and
blessings to Kashvi and ex-
pressed their desire to see
her rising to greater
heights.

BSP’s Blast Furnace#8 crosses 10 MT milestone
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Bhilai Steel
Plant's largest Blast
Furnace - Blast Furnace 8
(BF 8), christened
Mahamaya has become the
fastest in SAIL to have
crossed the 10 million
tonnes (MT) cumulative
production on 21st July
2022. Director In-charge,
Bhilai Steel Plant,
AnirbanDasgupta congrat-
ulated the members of
Mahamaya Team and all
supporting shops & depart-
ments for becoming the
fastest among the other
two blast furnaces in SAIL
of similar capacity. BF 8's
journey from 9 MT to 10
MT has been completed in
160 days.

The graph of daily pro-
duction from Bhilai's mod-
ern blast furnace
Mahamaya with advanced
automation & control sys-
tems has risen steadily
since its blowing in on 2nd
Feb 2018. The 10 MT mile-
stone has been crossed by
BF 8 in 1631 days after
blowing-in. BF 8 has be-
come the fastest in SAIL to
have achieved the 10 MT
milestone - 68 days before
furnace of similar capacity

in Rourkela Steel Plant and
268 days before furnace of
similar capacity in IISCO
Steel Plant.

A ceremonial cake was
cut in BF 8 Control Room
on 22nd July 2022 in pres-
ence of Director In-charge,
Dasgupta, ED I/c (P&A)
KK Singh, AK Bhatta, ED
(Project), ED (Works)
Anjani Kumar, ED (MM),
Mukhopadhya, CGM I/c
Services, SN Abidi, CGM
I/c (Iron) Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM (Finance) Dr A K
Panda, Chief Medical
Officer I/c, Dr
Ravindranathan, other
senior officers of the Plant
and members of the BF
Collective.

Congratulating mem-
bers of Team Mahamaya,
Blast Furnace collective
and associated shops and
departments, Director In-
charge, Dasgupta said it is
a joyous occasion for all of
us that BF 8 has become
the fastest in SAIL to have
achieved this milestone.

Director I/c urged the
young and energetic BF 8
team to maximise benefits
from Industry 4.0 projects
in this modern furnace.
The BF 8 team is capable of
doing wonders, he said,
adding that they should
now aim for further hiking
daily rate of production
while maintaining zero ac-
cident rate.

With higher levels of
production, the next 10
Million Tonne milestone
can very well be achieved
in 1330 days, he said. He as-
sured that the manage-
ment will stand by the
team both in times of cele-
bration as well as in diffi-
cult times. KK Singh, ED
I/c (P&A), Anjani Kumar,
ED (Works), SN Abidi,
CGM I/c Services also ad-
dressed the gathering and
congratulated the spirited
team of BF 8.

Earlier, welcoming the
gathering of senior offi-
cers and BF collective to
the celebrations, Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron)
thanked all supporting

shops & departments for
their help and support in
the entire journey of BF 8
to 9 MT. He assured that
Team Mahamaya would
continue to perform just
as well as they have done
so far.

Proposing the vote of
thanks, Arvind Gupta, GM
(Electrical) BF 8 assured
all present that the en-
thused team of BF 8 will
work with even more ener-
gy now and achieve the
targets given.

It may be recalled that
BF 8 crossed cumulative
production of 1 MT on 18
Oct 2018, i.e. 259 days after
blowing-in of the furnace.
The 2 MT milestone was
crossed in 424 days after
blowing-in on 1st April 19.
The 3 MT milestone was
crossed on 9th Sept 19.

The 4 MT milestone was
crossed on 11th Feb 20. The
5 MT milestone was
crossed on 9th July 20. The
6 MT milestone was
crossed on 6th Dec 20. The 7
MT milestone was crossed
on 26th April 21. The 8 MT
milestone was crossed on
26th Sept 21. The 9 MT
milestone was crossed on
11th Feb 22 in a record time
of 138 days.
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Fastest among similar furnaces in SAIL to do so

DAV Hudco students shine
in CBSE Class X results

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: DAV
Hudco students of Class X
brought laurel to the
school in the AISSE
Board Examination con-
ducted by the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), results
of which were announced
on 22 July, 2022. The result
was exemplary.

Total 252 students ap-
peared in the examina-
tion. Out of which 14 se-
cured above 95%, 17se-
cured above 90 % and 71
students secured above 80
%.The overall aggregate
of the school is 73.9%.

The students who se-
cured above 90%  are
Aditi Geete 98.6%,
Gaurav Singh 98.2%,
LakshyaSahu 98%,

Shrutika Pandey 97.8%,
ManasDhote 97.2%, Neha
Binu 97%, EktaKosevara
96.6%, VadaliTarini
96.4%, VivekSahu 96.2%,
ShifaAlam 95.2%,
Mrudula Mahajan 95.2%,
Pushkar Pandey 95%,
Sudiksha Tiwari 95%,
Shubhashish Mukherjee
95% , MayankSahu
94.8%, Soumil Trivedi
94.6%, Unnati Gupta
94.4%, Lucky Raj 94%,
AbhinavJha 94%,
MadhujaSaha 93.8%,
Sneha Das 93.4%, Kavita
Bajaj 92.8%,
P u s h p a l D e s h m u k h
92.2%, Ashutosh Sharma
92%, Nikhil Kumar
Diwan 91.4%, Ipshita
Dutta 91.2%, Aayush
Agrawal 91%,
UjjwalaSahu 90.8%,
AshutoshShrivtastav

90.8%, Shreya Pandey
90.6%, Anal Qureshi 90%.

Principal Prashant
Kumar said that the pan-
demic resulted in a shift
from classroom learning
to digital learning.
Therefore, we focused on
developing strategies to
improve academic
achievement which is
being reflected in the per-
formance of our students
in the board examina-
tion.

Eagerly taking up the
academic challenges, the
teachers and students
worked throughout the
year for a good perform-
ance. He congratulated
students for their scintil-
lating performance and
teaching faculty for their
determination and hard-
work.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY, JULY 24,  2022

‘State govt committed to promoting
Chhattisgarhi art, literature and film’

Raipur, Jul 23: Artists, pro-
ducers, directors, lyricists,
musicians, singer-singers
and technicians associated
with the Chhattisgarhi film
industry were honored at
the Chhattisgarhi Film
Festival which concluded at
Shaheed Smarak Bhavan
here today. According to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel who attended the
closing ceremony, the real
reward for the artists is the
response they get from the
audience. Addressing the
closing ceremony Baghel re-
iterated commitment of his
government to promote
Chhattisgarh art, culture
and film.

The journey of
Chhattisgarhi films started
in 1965 with ‘Kahi Debe
Sandesh’ and ‘Ghar-Dwar’,
which is continuing. The

Chhattisgarhi film industry
has seen many ups and
downs. These films have
highlighted social system,
social evils and social envi-
ronment. Apart from enter-
tainment in the minds of
the audience, there is an ex-
pectation of a feeling of
pride about Chhattisgarhi
culture through films.
Culture Minister Amarjit
Bhagat, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
State Food Commission

Chairman Gurpreet Singh
Babra were specially pres-
ent at the closing ceremony.
Talking about the journey
of Chhattisgarhi films, the
Chief Minister said that
“Kahi Debe Sandesh” had
hit caste scenario of the
time and at the same time,
the broken family ties were
underlined in “Ghar-Dwar”.
Almost every Chhattisgarhi
film has depicted the social
system and social environ-
ment, he added.

Swami Vivekananda a role model for the youth: Baghel
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2233::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has said that
Swami Vivekananda inspired
the youth to move forward
throughout life by setting
goals with good health and
building good character.
Swami Vivekananda is a role
model for the youth, he said,
adding that the national
memorial to be built in the
memory of Swami
Vivekananda ji in Raipur, the
capital of Chhattisgarh, would
not be less than all his monu-
ments established so far and it
would be our endeavor to
make this monument the best.
Baghel was addressing the
‘Vivekananda National Youth
Conference’ organized at
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth,
Kota, Raipur today. 

It was informed in the pro-
gramme that there are three
memorials of Swami
Vivekananda in America and
12 in India. Swami
Vivekananda’s 16th memorial
would be set up in Raipur. The
Chief Minister urged the office
bearers of Ramakrishna
Mission and Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth present in the con-
ference, the guests of the con-

ference to give suggestions
regarding the nature of the
memorial to be established in
Raipur.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
bowed before the portrait of
Swami Vivekananda and lit the
lamp to inaugurate the nation-
al conference organized under
the Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. The pro-
gramme was presided over by
Shrimat Swami
Nikhileshwaranand ji,
President of Shri Ramakrishna
Ashram, Rajkot. Parliamentary
Affairs Secretary Vikas
Upadhyay was present in the

programme as a special guest.
The conference was organized
by Vivekananda Vidyapeeth,
Raipur in collaboration with
the Department of Culture.
The students of Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth gave a musical
presentation of the state
anthem and patriotic song.

Today there is a need to
spread and assimilate the
ideas of Swami Vivekananda ji
in the society, Baghel said
while addressing the confer-
ence. Vivekananda has a deep
attachment to Chhattisgarh.
After Calcutta, Swami
Vivekananda spent the most

time in Raipur. Raipur airport
was named after Swami
Vivekananda. 

In this regard, the Chief
Minister recalled that while in
opposition, he had brought a
non-official resolution in the
Vidhan Sabha to name the
Raipur airport after
Vivekananda. The personality
of Swami Vivekananda ji is so
vast that in his name the mem-
bers of the parties and the
opposition agreed and the res-
olution was passed in the
assembly.

Baghel said in relation to
Swami Ramakrishna
Paramhansa and Swami
Vivekananda Bhavdhara in the
conference that Ramakrishna
Paramhansa talked of connect-
ing everyone and this idea was
realized by Vivekananda.
Swami Ramakrishna
Paramahansa had said that
whatever method you pray or
worship, you will reach only
one God. Whichever way you
go, you will reach the same
place. He talked about equali-
ty, talked about connecting,
this is the strength of India.
Many religions have emerged
from the soil of India. We

should respect all religions.
Referring to the works of Ram
Krishna Mission and
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth in
Chhattisgarh, he said that the
work of connecting children
with the light of education and
human welfare is being done in
these institutions.

Swami Vivekananda had
said that we have to accept the
science of the West and the
spirituality of India will have to
be accepted by the West, only
then humanity will progress,
Baghel said. 

Swami Nikhileshwaranand
ji, reiterating the statement of
Swami Vivekananda told the
youth to love India and get up,
wake up and do not stop till the
goal is achieved. He said that
Swami Vivekananda was a
visionary of the era. He talked
about giving all possible sup-
port for the memorial to be
established in Chhattisgarh. Dr
Omprakash Verma, Secretary,
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth deliv-
ered the welcome address. On
this occasion, office bearers of
Swami Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth, guests and youth
attending the conference were
present in large numbers.

St. Xavier’s Bharni excels
in CBSE Board Exams

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 23: The stu-
dents of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni have
proved mettle in academ-
ics by outshining in CBSE
board exams. Divyanshi
Soni of class XII got 100
marks in Chemistry and
scored 96.6 % marks in ag-
gregate whereas Palak
Agarwal-93, Abhishek
Santani-92.2, Anshika
Tiwari-91.8, Smriti
Chandrakar- 91.2 scored
in AISSCE conducted by
CBSE. 139 students passed
the exam in first division
whereas 330 are the sub-
ject distinctions.

Similarly, the students
of class X have also out-
shined in AISSE conduct-
ed by CBSE wherein the

school has produced 100%
result. Nupur Kaushik got
the first position in school
by scoring 96.2 % marks
whereas Krishna
Agarwal 95.4, Amitesh
Sonwani 95.2, Aastha
Patel 94.8, Muskan Sahu-
94.6, Maitree Sharma-
94.6, Daminee Sahu-94.4,
Ritika Dewangan-93.8,
Bhavya Gupta- 93.8,
Anushka Jain- 93.2,
RimJhim Sharma-92.2,
Amisha Tiwari-92, Nidhi

Kumari-90.4 percent
marks.

Dr. GS Patnaik
Managing Director of the
school congratulated all
the students, parents and
staff members for produc-
ing excellent board re-
sults. The school princi-
pal Jitinder Singh Hundal
also congratulated the
students and parents. He
extended thanks to all the
teachers for their hard
work involved in it.

Actress turned writer Deepti shares her 
childhood experience through her book

Raipur, Jul 23: “‘A country
called Childhood’ is a
metaphor for the childhood
I experienced in Amritsar, a
childhood filled with love,
adventure, mystery, tragedy,
and joy.” said Deepti Naval,
during The Write Circle
event held by The Ehsaas
Women of Raipur last
evening here.

Conversationalist for the
evening was Kalpana
Choudhary instructional
mentor / Director Emeritus
NH Goel World School and
fellow Ehsaas Woman.

Deepti Naval who is a
noted an Indian film actor,
director, writer, painter, and
photographer took the audi-
ence on the journey of her
writing process, she started
writing the book 25 years

ago, it is after finishing the
first 4 chapters that she re-
alised that this book needed
extensive research. She re-
traced her childhood jour-
ney from Lahore to
Amritsar.

Naval recalls the influ-
ence the stories of her
mother, her paternal grand-

mother and her maternal
grandmother had on her.
She used to hear stories
about her paternal grand-
mother which moulded her
into a gritty woman.

Naval’s book takes us to a
tour of the city of Amritsar,
the period of war with
Pakistan, the mass migra-

tion of people, and the way
it catered characters in her
life, from which she could
draw inspiration. She un-
covers, in great detail, life in
an unconventional Punjabi
family while plunging the
reader into the distinctive
sights, smells, and sounds of
a fast-vanishing India.

Starting at the moment of
her birth on a rainy night,
she tracks her journey to
adulthood, a path punctuat-
ed by many personal turn-
ing points as also momen-
tous events of national im-
portance, such as the Sino-
Indian War of 1962 and the
Indo-Pak War of 1965.

Chh’garh govt to soon start process to
recruit 10,000 school teachers: CM 

Raipur, Jul 23: The
Chhattisgarh government
has announced that it
would soon start the
process for recruitment of
10,000 school teachers in
the state, where Assembly
elections will be held next
year.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made the an-
nouncement in the state
assembly on Friday
evening while answering
to a debate on the demand
proposals for the first sup-
plementary budget of the
ongoing financial year
2022-23. “The process of re-
cruitment of 10,000 new
teachers will be started
soon. Since 1998, the state
government has recruited
14,000 teachers so far...,” he

said. Baghel said that as
many as 163 mobile veteri-
nary units would be rolled
out soon for the treatment
of animals, for which a
provision of Rs 10 lakh has
been made in the supple-
mentary budget.

In the supplementary
budget, a provision of Rs
266 crore has been made
for giving dealer margin
amount to operators of
Public Distribution
System (PDS) shops under
universal PDS scheme, Rs
100 crore for gram distri-
bution in scheduled and
general areas, Rs 250 crore
for the construction works
and procurement of med-
ical equipment for medical
colleges in Korba, Kanker
and Mahasamund and a

Cancer Institute in
Bilaspur, Rs 25.50 crore for
setting up ‘devgudi’ and
‘ghotul’ in tribal areas, he
said. Devgudi are places of
worship of tribals, while
ghotul is a tradition as per
which young boys and
girls come to celebrate any
festival at a place called
ghotul and they are free to
choose their own life part-
ner there.

“Despite the Centre
slashing the state’s due
share of financial re-
sources, the state’s rev-
enue receipt in the finan-
cial year 2021-22 was Rs
79,688 crore, which in-
cludes the revenue receipt
of Rs 41,000 crore from the
state itself. while from the
Centre it stood at Rs 38,688

crore,” he said. During the
second wave of coron-
avirus pandemic, the state
government had borrowed
a market loan of Rs 4,000
crore to arrange necessary
resources for public wel-
fare works and capital ex-
penditures in the first
quarter of 2021-22. Out of
this loan amount, Rs 3000
crore have been paid, the
chief minister added.

After discussion, the
supplementary budget of
Rs Rs 2904.42 crore for the
ongoing fiscal was passed
in the assembly. With the
passage of the first supple-
mentary budget, the size of
the total state budget in-
creased to Rs 1,15,507 crore
for the financial year 
2022-23.

Parts of city flooded, drain
water spills over roads

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: It rained
throughout Saturday,
drenching several parts of
the city. Before onset of
monsoon rains the civic of-
ficials kept on holding
meetings over the problem
of water logging in the
city but when it rained,
the situation remained the
same.

Even Jai Stambh
Chowk, which is the most
prominent area of ??the
city, had a river-like view
on the road. Cars moving
fast in the middle of the
water seemed to be water
boats from afar. Roads
were flooded in parts like
Professor Colony,
Bhathagaon, GE Road and
Kandul.

The road leading from
Ghadi Chowk to Jai
Stambh Chowk is one of
the most prominent
stretches of Raipur city.
Commercial properties
worth crores of rupees,
tehsil offices, DKS hospi-
tals, malls and shops are
situated on this stretch.
But mismanagement
comes to light as soon as it
rains heavily. Polluted
water enters the show-
rooms. Problem of water-
logging is so severe that
seeps inside the cars mov-
ing at this place. Similar
situation prevailed on
Saturday.

Professor Colony, one of
the selected posh locali-
ties of Raipur city was
also seen waterlogged due
to continuous rainfalls on
Saturday. Despite being
aware of the situation the
concerned civic authori-
ties failed to take appro-
priate steps to improve
sewerage system in the
area. Water-logging in
Sector-3 of the area was so

heavy that even wheels of
the bike were submerged
due to rains. Polluted
water from drain entered
into rooms of the houses
which are close to the
road. However, by evening
the water receded.

Bhathagaon area was
also seen submerged due
to rains. Labourers who
move in large number for

livelihood from this part
of the city faced difficulty
to cross flooded roads by
bicycles. When the cars
were passing through the
road, the dirty water kept
entering the shops on the
roadside throughout the
day in the form of a wave.

A nullah in Kandul was
overflowing to such an ex-
tent that it caused flood-

ing on entire nearby road.
Bike riders kept passing
through the road amidst
strong flow. The plots of
many people present
nearby were so sub-
merged that they could
not be seen for hours. Due
to the lack of proper
drainage facilities, such
situations arise every
time in the area.

Baghel rushes to meet party
high command amid rift 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: As the rift
in the ruling Congress in
Chhattisgarh deepens
after Cabinet TS Singhdeo
quit one of the depart-
ments he held, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
left for Delhi on Saturday
evening and is likely to
meet the party high com-
mand there during his
stay on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet
minister Singhdeo who
had been absent from
Chhattisgarh for last four-

days, too will reach Delhi
with the objective to meet
the party’s top brass to
present his stand after he
had expressed his annoy-
ance over being ignored in
the decision making
process.

CM Baghel, who has
been appointed as the
Congress’ senior observer
for the upcoming
Assembly elections in
Himachal Pradesh, is like-
ly to hold discussion in
this regard with senior
party leaders on Sunday.

“The chief minister
would be on day-long visit
to New Delhi on Sunday
after leaving the state cap-
ital on Saturday evening.
Baghel is likely to ap-
praise the party high com-

mand of the develop-
ments within the state
unit after the Singhdeo
episode.

It is notable that
Singhdeo, who is locked
in a turf war with Baghel,
resigned from his post of
the minister of panchayat
and rural development,
hinting that he was side-
lined in the state govern-
ment after which the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel had entrusted the
responsibility to the
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey.

The sudden develop-
ment, which has come
over a year ahead of the
state Assembly elections,
is being seen as bitter fall-
out of an old political ri-

valry between Baghel and
Singh Deo, who was seek-
ing the chief minister’s
post under a purported
power-sharing agreement.
Differences of opinion on
key issues has given op-
portunity to the principal
opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to grill
the treasury bench during
the ongoing Monsoon
Session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.
Speculations is rife that
CM Baghel may express
his ire over the approach
of his colleague who had
made the four-page letter
public after sending it to
his office. All eyes are to-
wards the move of both
the senior leaders during
their visit to New Delhi.

Singhdeo too would
meet high com-
mand separately 

Divyanshi Soni
scores 100/100 in
Chemistry
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Order issued to return compensation worth cr
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2233:: In the
Rawghat rail project of the dis-
trict, the irregularities in the
land acquisition case have
started coming to fore.
According to the order of the
High Court Bilaspur on this
matter, Bastar Collector
Chandan Kumar has issued
orders in the matter of land
acquisition for the rail route. In
which notice has been issued
to Neelima Belsaria W/o T.V.
Ravi and Bali Nagvanshi S/o
Buter Nagvanshi in connection
with the acquisition of private
land located in village Palli,
Aghanpur, Kangoli and
Ghatpadamur under the
Department Jagdalpur for
Jagdalpur Rawghat new rail
line project. 

In the said notice, an order
has been issued to return the
compensation amount of
crores of rupees wrongly
received in the Rawghat rail
project within 15 days to the
PD account of Collector Bastar
through cheque.

Apart from this, Collector
Bastar issued a memorandum

to the District Registrar and
ordered a ban on the sale of the
property of Bali Nagvanshi S/o
Butter Nagvanshi and Neelima
Belsaria W/o TV Ravi.
According to the memorandum
issued, the court has also
banned the sale of private land
and property of his family
members till further orders.

NIA raids based on diary
of Naxalite leader

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: On the
basis of the recovered diary
of Naxalite leader Akkiraju
Hargopal alias
Ramakrishna alias RK in
the encounter of Tiriya in
Bastar in the year 2019, the
NIA on Tuesday raided
three different places in
Andhra Pradesh and seized
many incriminating docu-
ments and electronic evi-
dence. NIA has issued a
statement in this regard
that in the encounter that
took place on July 25, 2019,
between security forces and
Naxalites in Tiriya forests
of Bastar district, 6
Naxalites and one villager
was killed. RK alias
Avikaraju Hargopal, the
leader of the Central
Committee of Naxalites,
narrowly escaped in this en-
counter. A large number of
arms, ammunition and
Naxalite literature were re-
covered after the encounter.
A diary of Naxalite leader
RK was also recovered from
the spot. In which the
names of many people and
the amount given by them
were inscribed in Telugu. It

is notable here that the
Naxalite leader RK alias
Ramakrishna was active in
the Naxal organization for
last four decades.

The Chhattisgarh Police
suspects that this diary con-
tains information about the
urban network of
Naxalites. Therefore, the in-
vestigation of this case was
handed over to the NIA by
the police. It is being told
that the NIA had also issued
notices to the people record-
ed in the diary, but people
kept evasive on the pretext
of Covid. After this, the NIA
on Tuesday claimed to have
seized many important evi-
dences by conducting raids
in Vijayawada and
Prakasam districts of
Andhra Pradesh. NIA offi-
cials have not disclosed
their names.

According to police
sources in Andhra Pradesh,
NIA has raided the house of
Naxalite leader RK in
Vijayawada. Apart from
this, information has also
been received about the raid
of a contractor and a suppli-
er by NIA.

Commissioner and IG visit flood affected areas 

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade and Bastar
Range IG Sundarraj P.
today visited the flood af-
fected area in Konta, the
block headquarter of
Sukma district. After dis-
cussing with the people in
the relief centers, duo in-
quired about the damage
caused due to floods and
the facilities being provid-
ed in the relief camps.
During this, they took cog-

nizance of cleanliness,
water supply, electricity
system, food system etc. in
the relief camps.

Commissioner Shri
Dhawade has directed to
provide food at the relief
center to the people well
on time. Along with this,
instructions were given to
further improve the sani-
tation system. During
this, Sukma Collector
Haris. S, SP Sunil Sharma
and other officers were

present. In the relief
camp, people informed
that all necessary facili-
ties are being provided to
them by the local adminis-
tration.

Overview of the ongo-
ing survey work in the
ward

All the officers includ-
ing the Divisional
Commissioner Dhawade
inspected the wards most
affected by the floods in
Konta Nagar. During this,
he also observed the sur-
vey work in Ward 14. He
directed the officers, pat-
waris engaged in the sur-
vey work to maintain all
the details systematically,
so that the damage could
be properly assessed, and
compensation amount
could be provided to the
affected as per rules.

Cong govt has lost its right
to be in power: Mandavi

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: BJP
District President
Roopsinh Mandavi com-
ing down heavily against
the Bhupesh government
charged that the Congress
government which be-
trayed the trust of the peo-
ple has lost its right to re-
main in power. He said
that senior Congress min-
isters, holdingi No. 2 posi-
tion in the the state gov-
ernment, TS Singh Deo,
who was a strong con-
tender for the post of Chief
Minister, has tendered a
resignation through a let-
ter to the CM. Every word
of it is signifies conspira-
cy and deception being
done with the people of
Chhattisgarh. BJP has
been raising this question
continuously. He said that
even if this letter is to be
believed, the Congress
government has done the
work of taken away the
right for shelter from 8

lakh needy and poor fami-
lies i.e. 40 lakh people
under PM Aawas Yojana.
However, this figure has
now reached 16 lakhs. In
this way the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has done the act
of making 80 lakh people
homeless.

He said that a person be-
comes poor in building a
house. Bhupesh govern-
ment has destroyed the
settlements, people were
not even allowed to settle
down.

Despite getting huge

help from the Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre, the
Congress government of
the state has committed
atrocities against the poor
by not giving their share of
assistance.

On the other hand, in its
manifesto, the Congress
had said prominently
mentioned to provide
housing to the people liv-
ing in rural areas. He said
that on what basis the in-
sensitive government,
which conspired to keep
the poor homeless, has re-
mained till now. Mandavi
said that the government,
which made tall claims of
employment in the state,
embezzled hundreds of
crores by getting the work-
ers of MGNREGA to
strike with a conspiracy.
Roop Singh Mandavi ques-
tioned CM Bhupesh
Baghel and said that every
word of the letter written
by the senior minister of
his government is pierc-
ing the heart of public.

Dengue cases cross 300 mark 

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: On find-
ing 24 new dengue positive
patients in Bastar district
on Tuesday, the total num-
ber of dengue positive pa-
tients in the district has
crossed 300. Along with
dengue, malaria patients
are also being found in
large numbers. Meanwhile,
a dengue patient died dur-
ing treatment in MPM on
Tuesday. Within a fortnight,
three people, including a
child, have died of dengue.

According to the infor-
mation received, Joshi, a
resident of village
Titirgaon, who was suffer-

ing from Dengue, died on
Wednesday. Due to the pres-
ence of dengue-malaria pa-
tients in the rural areas in-
cluding the city, it has start-
ed becoming a challenge for
the health department. The
health staff is taking it very
seriously due to the increas-
ing number of dengue pa-
tients. After the sudden in-
crease in the number of pa-
tients suffering from
dengue, the number of pa-
tients in Medical College

Jagdalpur Hospital has in-
creased manifold. Every ef-
fort is being made by the ad-
ministration to prevent
spread of dengue and
malaria. People are being
screened by reaching door-
to-door. Along with the
health staff, public repre-
sentatives and administra-
tive staff are also making
efforts to prevent dengue
and malaria. Due to the
rainy season, more season-
al diseases have been
recorded. Due to the rain,
the spraying of the medi-
cine is not getting the right
result.

Local MLA Rekh Chand
Jain and Mayor are ensur-
ing spraying of medicines
and anti-larvae in sensi-
tivee areas and are distrib-
uting mosquito nets in

many wards during heavy
rains. MLAs themselves are
leaving no stone unturned
to make people aware in
urban and rural areas. But
due to the increasing num-
ber of patients, fear of
dengue and malaria has
started increasing among
the general public. The par-
ents are most worried
about the small children
going to school because the
parents remain suspicious
about the drinking water
system of the schools. It is
very important to monitor
the drinking water system
of schools. An appeal is
being made by the public
representatives to the gen-
eral public that the instruc-
tions circulated by the gov-
ernment should be strictly
followed.

Engg College renamed as Jhada
Sirha Govt Engineering College

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2233:: The name of
Government Engineering College
Jagdalpur will now be known as
Jhada Sirha. This college has
been renamed as Jhada Sirha
Government Engineering College,
Jagdalpur by the state govern-
ment. It is worthwhile to mention
here that during the stay of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel in
Bastar, this demand was made by
Balram Maurya President Bastar
District Congress Committee

(Rural) and member
Chhattisgarh Bhawan and Anya
Sannirman Karmakar Kalyan
Mandal in Muria court on behalf
of Chhattisgarh Government.

During the Bastar Dussehra
Muria Durbar, Bhupesh Baghel
had announced to rename the
Government Engineering College
after Jhada Sirha. In compliance
of which an order to this effect
has been issued by the Ministry
of Skill Development, Technical
Education and Employment
Department, Mahanadi Bhawan,
Nava Raipur. 

Due to this efforts of Balram
Maurya, there is a wave of happi-
ness among the representatives
of the society. The representa-
tives and members of the society
have expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for the same.

DPS Durg students excel 
in Class XII exam 

Durg, Jul 23: Delhi Public
School Durg has excelled
once again in class XII
Board Examination AISS-
CE -2022. The School made
its mark with 37 students
scoring 90% and above out
of the 323 students appear-

ing in the examination. 82
students scoring 80% and
above, 166 students were
from the Science stream,
129 were from Commerce
stream and 28 students
were from the Humanities
stream.

The stream wise topper
of the school’s class XII
Board examination 2022
was Sambhav Jain
(Commerce stream) scor-
ing 98.2%. , Aryan
Vachhani (Science stream)
with 96.8% and Vani Sahu
(Humanity stream) with
92.4%.

The School
Management, Principal &
Teachers of Delhi Public
School Durg extended
their heartiest congratula-
tions and blessings to the
achievers and all students
for the excellent results
and hope that they contin-
ue this journey of excel-
lence with renewed vigour
and zeal.

Yoga practice competition
organised in Atmanand School
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: District
level school sports com-
petition is being organ-
ised under the guidance
of District Education
Officer Vinod Rai on the
instructions of Collector
Iffat Ara. The competi-
tion is being conducted
under the supervision of
District Sports Officer
Shivbhajan Singh. On
July 20, School Sports
Competition Yoga was or-
ganised at Atmanand
Hindi Medium School,
Vishrampur, in which
boys and girls of the age
group of 14, 17 and 19
years participated. The

District Sports Officer
said that Yogasan calms
the mind along with pro-
moting the energy level
in the body. In such a situ-
ation, it can be said that
regular practice of yo-
gasanas can be very help-
ful  to increase the quali-
ty of life. The practice of
yoga connects the body,
breath and mind.
Yogasanas combine phys-
ical postures, breathing
exercises and meditation
to improve overall
health. Yoga also im-
proves posture and flexi-
bility of the body by im-
proving the overall fit-
ness level. To reduce the
risks of many health

problems, practicing yo-
gasanas daily is benefi-
cial. Participants from
various schools enthusi-
astically participated in
this competition. The
sports officer said that
the selected participants
would participate in the
divisional level school
sports competition. To
make the competition
successful, the PT teach-
ers including JP
Gendale, Kaushalya
Singh, Ishaq Tirkey,
Kamal Nikunj, Vikram
Usmania, Suklal Yadu,
Rohit Rawat, Anmol
Tigga, Rajkumar Nayak
and Sameer Kerketta
were present.

Arhar, Urad and Moong to be 
procured on support price 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: Arhar,
urad and moong will be
procured from farmers
at support price in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23 by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. It will be procured
through Chhattisgarh
State Cooperative
Marketing Federation,
Markfed. Arhar and
Urad will be purchased
from farmers at the rate
of Rs 6600 and Moong at
the rate of Rs 7755 per
quintal. Urad and Moong
will be procured from
October 17, 2022 to

December 16, 2022 and
Arhar will be procured
from March 13, 2023 to
May 12, 2023. 25 Krishi
Upaj Mandis with
godown and storage fa-
cilities have been identi-
fied as procurement cen-
ters for the purchase of
tur, moong and urad.

Detailed guidelines
have been issued by the
Ministry of Agriculture
Development and
Farmers Welfare and
B i o t e c h n o l o g y
Department to all the
D i v i s i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Collectors, Markfed and
Mandi Board for pro-
curement of Arhar, Urad
and Moong crops at min-
imum support price in
the state. The necessary
physical resources,
equipment and human
resources will be

arranged by Markfed at
the procurement center.

After registering the
farmer on the Unified
Farmer Portal, the avail-
able data will be given to
NAFED. The above data
will be integrated by
NAFED in the E-
Samridhi portal for pro-
curement and tagging of
the above farmers will be
done from the selected
procurement centers. On
the basis of the above
data, payment will be
made by purchasing
from the farmers. Field
verification and random
verification of farmers’
land, area sown crop etc.
will be done. Along with
ensuring the display of
the FAQ product for the
general information of
the farmers in the pro-
curement centers, it will
also be ensured that the

tur, urad and moong of
the FAQ standard are not
sold at the procurement
center at less than the
support price. FAQ
Quality procurement
will be closely moni-
tored.

A state level joint team
will be formed with
NAFED for random sam-
pling, which will inspect
the procurement center
from preparation to col-
lection. The printed re-
ceipt of the quantity pur-
chased from the farmer
in which the due amount
is mentioned, will be
given to the farmer after
signing by the in-charge
of the procurement cen-
ter. It is worth mention-
ing that in the Kharif
season 2022, the target of
cultivating tur in one
lakh 40 thousand
hectares, moong in 22

thousand hectares and
urad in one lakh 75 thou-
sand hectares is target-
ted. The agriculture de-
partment has estimated
the production of 94,500
metric tonnes of tur,
12,100 metric tonnes of
moong and 70,000 metric
tonnes of urad in the
state. In the agricultural
market of Bhatapara,
G a r i a b a n d ,
Mahasamund, Basna,
Durg, Bemetra,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
K h a i r a g a r h ,
Dongargarh, Gandai,
Kawardha, Pandaria,
Mungeli, Lormi, Sakti,
Raigarh, Ambikapur,
Surajpur, Ramanujganj,
Jashpur, Kondagaon,
Keshakal and
Narayanpur the pur-
chase of tur, moong and
urad will be done on the
support price.

AAPI gives medical 
equipment worth Rs 75 lakh

to Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23:
American Association of
Physicians India Origin
(AAPI) has provided six
nos. of ‘Allied Meditech
Vista Intensive Care
Ventilator with

Compressor’ worth Rs.75
lakh to Chhattisgarh. The
association has given
these machines to the
state under its Covid re-
lief programme. These
ventilators will be in-
stalled in the district hos-
pitals of Rajnandgaon
and Gariaband and the
Urban Community
Health Center at
Gudhiyari, Raipur. Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
has thanked the American
Association of Physicians
India Origin for this coop-
eration. Expressing grati-
tude to the President of
the Association, Dr. Ravi
Kolli, former President Dr.
Anupama Gotimukula
and the President of the

Covid Relief Committee,
Dr. Sujit Punnam, he said
that these devices would
help in the treatment of
serious patients of Covid-
19 in the state. The Chief
Minister has also thanked
the President of
Chhattisgarh NRI Nacha,
Ganesh Kar, for the coor-
dination between the
Health Department and
AAPI, for whose initiative
the state has got these
equipments. It is notewor-
thy that the American
Association of Physicians
of Indian Origin (AAPI)
has more than 80 thou-
sand doctors practicing in
the United States of
America. This association
is working since 1982.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
thanked the associa-
tion

These devices will be
installed in two dis-
trict hospitals and
one urban communi-
ty health center

Agriculture
Department issued
guidelines for  pro-
curement

SSaammbbhhaavv  JJaaiinn AArryyaann  VVaacchhhhaannii VVaannii  SSaahhuu

Sameep Kujur
excels in Class X

Raipur, Jul 23: Sameep
Kujur, student of DPS
Raipur excelled in Class X
CBSE Board examination
by scoring 98 % marks.
Her proud parents are Dr
Devpriya Lakra, HOD
Medicine, Dr Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital Raipur
and Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru
Medical College Raipur
and father Dr S P Kujur is
HOD Surgery Department
Government Medical
College Ambikapur.

p As 24 new dengue
positive patients
found, 3 died

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: A
19-year-old girl,
Romika, has died after
falling from the seventh
floor of NMDC Colony
in Chokawada near
Nagarnar Steel Plant

on Tuesday. The de-
ceased girl used to work
as a sweeper in the
houses of the people of
the colony. Since the in-
cident, it is not yet clear
whether the girl com-
mitted suicide or was
murdered. CSP
Hamesagar Sidar said

that on receiving infor-
mation about the death
of the girl, forensic ex-
perts and the police
team were on the spot.
The guards of the
colony are being inter-
rogated. All aspects re-
lated to the girl’s death
are being investigated.

Girl dies after falling from 7th floor 
p Of NMDC Colony



Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 23: Under
the chairmanship of Alok
Kumar, General Manager,
South East Central
Railway (SECR), a semi-
nar was organized on July
21 in the auditorium at
South East Central
Railway Headquarters on
measures to effectively
check heinous crime like
child trafficking.

Amiya Nandan Sinha,
Inspector General-cum-
Principal Chief Security
Commissioner, Railway
Protection Force, South
East Central Railway,
Bilaspur, Mrs. Hamida
Siddiqui, Deputy
Advocate General, Dr.
Satish Srivastava,
Psychiatrist, Head of
Department, State Mental
Hospital, Sendri, Mr.
Ashim Mukherjee,
President , CWC/Bilaspur,

Mrs. Snehil Sahu, CSP
City, Kotwali Bilaspur, Mr.
Sandeep Sharma,
President/Dedicated/Volu
ntary Organization, Mrs.
Parvati Verma, DCPO,
Bilaspur, Mr. Sanjay
Namdev, District
Coordinator/KOTPA,
Baban Prakash,

BBA/SECR/ made their
dignified presence.

In his address at the
seminar, Alok Kumar,
General Manager, South
East Central Railway said
that human trafficking,

especially of women and
children, sexual exploita-
tion, prostitution, forced
labour, forced marriage,
domestic slavery, begging,
organ transplantation, is
an organized crime and it

is the most heinous viola-
tion of human rights.

He further said that as
per the directions of
Railway Board, Anti-
Human Trafficking Units
(AHTU) have been consti-
tuted at all important sta-
tions of South East
Central Railway from
February 2022.

538 children separated
from their families have
been rescued. Important
and useful
information/guidelines
were given by the speak-
ers to the field force offi-
cers and force members
regarding measures to
prevent child trafficking
through railways. Railway
Protection Force officers
and a large number of
force members were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 23:
Sambalpur Division of
East Coast Railway cele-
brated Iconic week "Azadi
Ki Rail Gadi Aur Station"
from 18th July to 23rd July
2022 under the aegis of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'
with organising various
events to mark 75 years of
Indian independence.

The closing ceremony
was celebrated at
Sambalpur Railway
Station on 23rd July 2022
which was attended by
about 300 Railway staff
and general public.The
event was connected to

live telecast from New
Delhi. On the occasion
Divisional Railway
M a n a g e r, S a m b a l p u r,
Pradeep Kumar felicitated
the descendants of two
great freedom fighters of
the Sambalpur region,
namely Madho Singh and
Chandra Sekhar Behera.

During week long cele-
bration, several Nukkad
Natakas on the theme of
freedom struggle were or-
ganized. A selfie point and
a Photo gallery of freedom
fighters of Sambalpur
was also inaugurated on
18th July 2022 at

Sambalpur Railway
Station. DRM also led a
march consisting of
Railway staff and stu-
dents of the nearby school
and members of Scouts &
Guides. Two Prabhat
pheri were also organized
during the week. Railway
staff were encouraged to
install the National Flag
on their house which saw
a very good response.

Mingachal river in spate, 
low lying areas flooded

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jul 23: Due to
heavy rains in Bijapur dis-
trict on Friday night, once
again the river drain of
Bijapur district is in spate
and the connectivity of
many villages in the inte-
rior areas has been cut off
from the district head-
quarters. Flood situation
is prevailing due to rising
water level of Mingachal
river, 20 km from district
headquarter Bijapur.

Water of Mingachal
river is also entering into
CRPF camp near the river.
Due to the influx of
Mingachal river, there is a
flood situation due to
ingress of water of
Mingachal river in the
lower areas of the river
Jhabgutta, Pindumpal,
Tumla and Komla villages.

According to the infor-

mation received from the
office of Collector (Land
Records Branch), Bijapur
district, due to the rain on
Friday night, the average
rainfall in the district has
been recorded 90.3 mm in
a single day on June 23. In

the last 24 hours, the high-
est rainfall was recorded
in Bijapur tehsil which
was 144.2 mm. Bijapur
District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
and Superintendent of
Police Anjaneya Vashnai

visited the flood af-
fected areas and took
stock of the flood sit-
uation and gave nec-
essary instructions.
Giving information
over phone to
Central Chronicle,
District Panchayat
member Somaru
Kashyap of Kutru
area said, "Due to the
spate of Mingachal
river, there is a flood
situation in the vil-
lages like Jhabgutta,
Pindumpal, Tumla
and Komla etc.

Three families are
trapped in the flood,

which the local adminis-
tration is engaged to res-
cue. In the absence of rain,
the flood waters are likely
to recede in the next 24
hours. The interior areas
have lost contact with the
district headquarters."
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BJP DWC meeting concludes
Central Chronicle News

G o u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 23:
Bharatiya Janata Party
District Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi District Working
Committee meeting was
held at District BJP Office,
Gaurela. In the meeting,
plans were made regard-
ing the upcoming program
and organizational topics.

District BJP President
Kanhaiya Singh Rathore
said that the organization
is going to organize big
events in the coming days
and movements will be
done against the promise
made by the state govern-
ment with unemployed
youth. The meeting was
conducted by District
General Secretary Rakesh
Chaturvedi.

After the meeting,
sweets were distributed by
the BJP workers by light-
ing fireworks on the elec-
tion of Draupadi Murmu
to the post of President.
District officers Dilip
Yadav, Dinesh Maravi,

Manorama Gupta, Ankur
Gupta, Mukesh Dubey,
Vibha Naharel, Pranav
Marpachi, Prakash
Namdev, Sandeep Jaiswal,
Yogendra Singh Naharel,
Manish Agarwal,
Chhotelal Soni, Shankar
Chakradhari, Lusunsing
Rathore were prominently
present in this meeting.

Pushpendra Tripathi,

Kamlesh Yadav, Ayush
Mishra, Ajay Tiwari,
Ashish Pandey, Parasmani
Tanwar, Rajkumar Puri,
Ritesh Farmania, Sunil
Shukla, Ganesh Jaiswal,
Santosh Sonkar, Sunny
Agwani, Ashutosh
Mishra, Rajkumar Rohini,
Sanjay Pal, Shiv Sharma,
Indrapal Tiwari, Vijay
Baghel, Ramnaresh

Sharma, Abhay Verma,
Akarsh Singh, Rajendra
Yadav, Dayachand Porte,
Laxmibai, Shivram Singh
Porte, Umesh Kashyap,
Bhavesh Kesharwani,
Rashid Khan, Sandeep
Gupta, Bablu Vaishnav,
Kabir Mishra, Suryakant
Singh and many other offi-
cials and workers were
also present.

Iconic Week celebrated 
in Sambalpur Division

SECR holds seminar organized on child trafficking

Memorandum submitted
demanding release of

Gangrel water 
AArraanngg,,  JJuull  2233::  A memorandum has
been submitted by Kisan
Sangharsh Samiti to Water
Resources Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Chief Engineer of
Mahanadi Reservoir Project, AK.
Nagariya and Superintending
Engineer to release Gangrel River
water into the Mahanadi main
canal so that this water can be
used by the farmers of the villages
affected by the low rainfall coming
in the command area of Gangrel.
Committee coordinator Bhupendra
Sharma has informed that the cur-
rent rainfall is not uniform in the
villages of the command area of
Gangrel and in about 40-45 villages
of Budeni sub-division of
Bhatapara branch canal under
Mahanadi Reservoir Project, due to
low rainfall, the timely work of
agriculture is affected and agricul-
ture is lagging behind if there is no
rain in these areas within 3-4 days.  

FAREWELL FUNCTION

Outgoing President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and others arrive to attend the farewell
function of the outgoing president, at Parliament House Complex in New Delhi,
Saturday, July 23.

Kallakurichi school girl laid to rest,
thousands bid tearful adieu

Cuddalore (TN), Jul 23 (PTI):

Thousands of people
from the agrarian
Periyanesallur village in
the district on Saturday
joined the family in bid-
ding a tearful adieu to the
Class 12 student whose
body was found on her
school hostel premises in
Kallakurichi on July 13.

Those from neighbour-
ing villages too paid their
homage, as an incon-
solable father demanded
justice for his daughter’s
death. He was accompa-
nied by the 17-year old’s
younger brother and other
family members and vil-
lagers during the funeral
procession which began at
about 10.30 AM.

The body of the girl stu-
dent was brought in an
ambulance from the
Kallakurichi government
hospital where it was kept
for the last 10 days, after

the grieving mother
signed the papers accept-
ing the mortal remains for
performing the last rites.

The girl’s parents
agreed to receive the body
after the Madras High
Court on Friday ques-
tioned the delay in accept-
ing it and asked them to do
so on Saturday morning
for the final rites.

The ambulance carry-
ing the girl’s body and the
police escort vehicle collid-
ed with a container lorry
on the way, about 10 km
from Veppur on the
Tiruchirappalli bypass
road but no casualties
were reported.

State Labour Minister C
V Ganesan, who repre-
sented the State govern-
ment and the district
Collector were also among
those who paid homage to
the girl’s body kept in the
village before it was taken
in a procession for the last

rites.
The body of the girl was

draped in new clothes and
a biology book was placed
by her side before she was
laid to rest.

The class 12 student of a
matriculation school in
Kanimayoor in
Kallakurichi district was
found dead under suspi-
cious circumstances on
the school hostel premises
on July 13 leading to
protests. Her parents sus-
pected foul play and re-
fused to accept the body
and even sought the
court’s intervention for a
re-postmortem in the
presence of a doctor of
their choice. But the plea
was declined by the
Supreme Court.

The tragic incident led
to violence on July 17 and
the school was vandalised,
documents and certifi-
cates burnt and property
was damaged.

Seven of 19 missing labourers found in Arunachal jungle
Itanagar, Jul 23 (PTI):

Seven of the 19 labourers
who went missing from a
road construction site in
Arunachal Pradesh were
found in a forest area, a sen-
ior officer said on Saturday.

The seven labourers were
found in a forest near Huri
village in Damin of Kurung
Kumey district on Friday
night, deputy commissioner
Nighee Bengia said. “Their

health conditions are not
good and medical assis-
tance is being provided.
Their families have been in-
formed. The search is on for
the other 12 labourers,” he
said. The labourers, natives
of Assam, fled the remote
road construction site at the
India-China border on July
5 after they were denied
leave to go home for Eid. In
two-three groups they took
off for their homes on foot

through jungles, the officer
said. The labourers have
been missing since then, he
added.

Bengia had earlier said
that the body of one of the
missing labourers was
found in a river, but after
the circle officer of
Koloriang who visited
Damin to take stock of the
situation found no such
body, he went back on his
statement.

NIA declares Rs10 lakh reward for KTF terrorist
New Delh, Jul 23: 

The National
Investigation Agency
Friday announced a cash re-
ward of Rs 10 lakh on
Canada-based chief of
Khalistan Tiger Force, who
is linked to a conspiracy to
kill a Hindu priest in
Punjab’s Jalandhar last
year. The declaration of re-
ward on the wanted terror-
ist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
resident of village
Bharsinghpur in Phillaur
area of Jalandhar, came
nearly three weeks after the
NIA filed a chargesheet
against him and three oth-
ers in connection with the

attack on the priest.
“Nijjar is wanted by the

NIA in a conspiracy case
hatched by KTF to kill a
Hindu priest at Jalandhar.
Nijjar is presently residing
in Canada and is the Chief
of Khalistan Tiger Force,”
the federal agency said in a
statement.

It said Nijjar is also pro-
moting a secessionist and
violent agenda of Sikhs for
Justice in India.

“NIA has declared a Cash
Reward of Rs 10 Lakhs
against Nijjar...Any infor-
mation pertaining to the ab-
sconding accused leading to
his arrest or apprehension,
may be shared...the identity
of the informer shall be
kept secret,” the NIA said.

The agency shared tele-
phone, WhatsApp and
telegram numbers of its
Delhi headquarters and
Chandigarh branch office
besides email addresses for
people to give information
about him.

BSF fires at Pak drone in Jammu;
search launched

Jammu, Jul 23:

The Border Security
Force opened fire at a
Pakistani drone after spot-
ting it near the
International Border (IB)
in Kanachak sector of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
senior official said on
Saturday.

A blinking red light was
observed by the troops
coming from Pakistan side
in Kanachak area at 9.40
pm on Friday, he said.

Alert BSF troops fired at
it, he said.

The troops launched a
search operation in the

area, which is still going
on, he said.

Earlier, police had bust-
ed three Lashkar-e-Taiba

(LeT) modules arresting
seven of its members and
recovering huge cache of
arms, ammunition, and
explosive material report-
edly dropped by 20 drone
sorties from Pakistan.

Reportedly, LeT had set
up three terror modules in
Jammu and Rajouri dis-
tricts to collect and trans-
port weapons dropped by
drone in border areas of
Jammu, Samba, Kathua
and Rajouri districts to
terrorists in Kashmir.

Yasin Malik begins hunger strike in Tihar Jail

Jammu, Jul 23:

Chief of the banned
Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front, Yasin
Malik, who is serving life
term for cases including
funding terrorism, has
begun a hunger strike in-
side Tihar’s jail, prison of-

ficials said on Saturday.
Malik, who is lodged in

jail number 7 of the Tihar
prison, has alleged that his
case is not being investi-
gated properly as he com-
menced his hunger strike
on July 22.

Malik, who was arrested
shortly after the JKLF was

banned in 2019, was on
May 19 this year convicted
by an NIA court in terror
funding cases and sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment on May 25.

The NIA court while
sentencing Malik to life
term also imposed a fine of
Rs 10 lakh.

He told the court that he
did not contest the charges
brought against him.

On July 15, Rubaiya
Sayeed, the sister of
Peoples Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mufti
and daughter of former
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed identi-
fied Malik in connection
with her kidnapping by
JKLF militants on
December 8, 1989.

Rubaiya was abducted
in Srinagar on December
8, 1989 and freed from cap-
tivity after five days on
December 13 after the then
V P Singh government at
the Centre, released five

terrorists in exchange.

Cong slams Smriti Irani over ‘illegal’
Goa bar; baseless, says lawyer

New Delhi, Jul 23:

The Congress on
Saturday demanded that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should sack Union
Minister Smriti Irani, al-
leging that an “illegal
bar” was being run in
Goa by her daughter, a
charge rejected by her.

In a statement, the
lawyer of Irani’s daugh-
ter, Kirat Nagra, said his
client is neither an owner
nor operating the restau-
rant called Silly Souls
Goa and has not received
any show cause notice
from any Authority what-
soever as alleged.

Nagra said various “er-
roneous, frivolous , mali-
cious and defamatory so-
cial media posts being
made by various vested
quarters trying to settle
political scores with our
client’s mother, the
renowned politician
Smriti Irani each of
which are predicated on

blatant falsities”.
Terming the charges

“baseless”, the lawyer
said, “It is unfortunate
that they have resorted to
spreading a false propa-
ganda only to sensational-
ize a non issue without as-
certaining true facts and
with a predetermined ob-
jective of defaming Our
Client for solely being the
daughter of a political
leader.”

Noting that it is a “very
serious issue”, the
Congress also shared a
copy of the show cause

notice given to the bar,
and said the excise offi-
cial who gave the notice is
reportedly being trans-
ferred after pressure from
authorities.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera told re-
porters that there are se-
rious charges of corrup-
tion against Irani’s family
and her daughter is al-
legedly running a restau-
rant in Goa, in which a
bar is functioning on a
“fake licence”. “The li-
cence by Smriti Irani’s
daughter is in the name of
a person who died in May
2021, and the licence was
taken in June 2022 in Goa.
But the person in whose
name the licence is, had
died 13 months ago. This
is illegal,” he told re-
porters.

He said according to
Goa rules, a restaurant
can get only one bar li-
cence but this restaurant
has got two bar licences.

“We demand from the

prime minister that
Smriti Irani should be im-
mediately sacked as a
minister from the Union
cabinet. You owe it to this
country, to the youth of
this country,” he said.

To a question on Irani
attacking Rahul Gandhi,
the Congress leader said
“There cannot be any
comparison between
something as noble as
running a newspaper and
something like running
an illegal bar in Goa”.

“Is this being done
without her knowledge
and was the licence given
without her influence,”
he asked.

He also alleged that
bouncers of private secu-
rity have been deployed
around the restaurant in
Goa, to keep the media
out of bounds.

“We want to know from
you under whose influ-
ence is this being done.
Who is behind this illegal
work,” he asked.
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BRIEF

One died
Kaushambi: One
youth lost his life while
two were seriously in-
jured when their mo-
torcycle collided with a
speeding truck in
Kokhraj area of the
district on Saturday,
police said. The acci-
dent took place when
the bike rider tried to
negotiate a turn on the
Manjhanpur road,
Station House Officer
(SHO) of Kokhraj po-
lice station Ganesh
Prasad Singh said.
Shubham Kumar (22)
died on the spot while
Rahul Patel and Gyan
Singh were seriously
injured and have been
hospitalised, he said.

Woman gang-raped
New Delhi: A woman
was allegedly raped by
two railway employees
in a room at the New
Delhi station, the na-
tional transporter said
on Saturday. Four rail-
way employees, includ-
ing two who stood
guard outside the
room, have been arrest-
ed. All the four accused
work in the electrical
department, the
Railways said. The ac-
cused have been identi-
fied as Satish Kumar
(35), Vinod Kumar (38),
Mangal Chand Meena
(33) and Jagdish Chand
(37), according to the
Delhi Police. The
woman, who was found
on platform 8-9 on
Friday, narrated her or-
deal to officials and
they informed the
Railway Protection
Force (RPF), the
Railways said.

Elephant carcass found
Ranchi: The carcass of
an adult male elephant
was found in a forest in
Jharkhand’s Ranchi
district on Saturday, a
forest official said. The
carcass was found in
Hulsi forest near Dola
village in Nagri block
in the morning, he
said. “The cause of
death is not yet known.
No injury marks have
been found on the car-
cass. A team of forest
officials and a veteri-
nary doctor has been
sent to the spot, and
post-mortem examina-
tion is underway,”
Ranchi Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Srikant Verma said.

Rains
Jaipur: Rains lashed
large parts of
Rajasthan with Kota’s
Ladpura area record-
ing the highest rain-
fall in the last 24
hours that ended at
8.30 am on Saturday at
130 mm, according to
the meteorological de-
partment. During the
same period, Jaipur
tehsil received 100
mm of rainfall, Deoli
9 mm, Jhalawar and
Bidasar 80 mm and
Thanagazi 70 mm, the
weather office said.

Mid-day meal
Kavaratti: School
children of
Lakshadweep will not
miss chicken and
other meat products
from their mid-day
meals anymore as the
administration of the
Union Territory (UT)
directed the school au-
thorities to comply
with a recent
Supreme Court order
in this regard. The
Directorate of
Education here on
Friday issued an order
asking the “school
principals of all is-
lands and Headmaster
Bitra” to comply with
the top court order
dated May 2 which di-
rects them to continue
to serve food including
meat, chicken, fish,
egg and other items to
the children as done in
the past.
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TRAFFIC QUEUES

Traffic queues are seen along the M20 as delays at the Port of Dover and Eurotunnel continue to affect journeys as
many families embark vacations following the start of summer holidays for schools in England and Wales, near
Folkestone, England, Saturday July 23.

United Nations, Jul 23 (PTI):

India along with six oth-
ers has voted against a
draft resolution presented
by the US that recom-
mended six human rights
groups, which have been
blocked for years in the
United Nations’ NGO
Committee, be granted
special consultative status
at the UN Economic and
Social Council.

At the meeting of the 54-
member Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC),
the Committee on Non-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisations recom-
mended 203 groups for spe-
cial consultative status.

However, six other non-
governmental organisa-
tions, including the foun-
dation that runs
Wikipedia, were added to
the list in a draft proposed
by the United States,
which, in turn, led to a call
for a recorded vote, accord-
ing to the UN.

A report on the UN web-
site said that the draft res-
olution on the list of non-
governmental organisa-

tions receiving consulta-
tive status with the
Council, presented by the
United States’ delegate,
caused a brief stir.

The draft resolution,
sponsored by a total of 36
countries, recommended
six additional non-govern-
mental organisations to
the list proposed by the
Committee. It was adopted
by 23 votes in favour with
China, India, Kazakhstan,
Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Russia and Zimbabwe vot-
ing against and 18 absten-
tions. The Council decided
to grant special consulta-
tive status to Diakonia;

Inimoiguste Instituut;
National Human Rights
Civic Association
Belarusian Helsinki
Committee ; Non Ce Pace
Senza Giustizia; Syrian
American Medical Society
Foundation; and
Wikimedia Foundation,
Inc. The United States’ del-
egate pointed out that
those organisations had
been waiting for years to
obtain non-governmental
status and repeatedly an-
swered questions from
members of the
Committee on Non-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisations.

Supporters of the
amended resolution de-
fended the right of the six
organisations to make
their voices heard at the
United Nations. Others
pointed to those organisa-
tions having political or, as
stated by Israel’s delegate,
even terrorist affiliations,
the report said.

Several member states
members criticised the ap-
proach of submitting the
request directly to the
Council on the grounds
that it was a manoeuvre to
circumvent the
Committee.

The report added that
the representative of
India, in explanation of
the position after the vote,
highlighted the key role of
the Committee, which has
a clear mandate. The pro-
cedure is transparent, he
said, cautioning against
any deviation from it.

Human Rights Watch
welcomed the ECOSOC ap-
proval for UN accredita-
tion for the six human
rights groups “that have
been blocked for years in
the UN’s NGO Committee.

India, six others vote against resolution to
grant UN accreditation to 6 rights groups

London, Jul 23 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak has un-
leashed an intense cam-
paign spree this weekend
in his mission to win
Conservative Party votes
to be elected their leader
and on Saturday pledged to
put the UK on a crisis foot-
ing if elected Prime
Minister.

The 42-year-old former
Chancellor told The
Times’ in an interview
that a business-as-usual
approach would not work
in the face of the serious
economic challenges fac-
ing the country.

Having been inside gov-
ernment I think the sys-
tem just isn’t working as
well as it should. And the
challenges that I’m talking
about, they’re not abstract,
they’re not things that are
coming long down the
track, he told the newspa-
per. They’re challenges
that are staring us in the
face and a business-as-
usual mentality isn’t going
to cut it in dealing with
them. So, from day one of
being in office I’m going to
put us on a crisis footing,
he said. Ahead of a speech

in Grantham, the eastern
England hometown of
1980s’ Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher — the
former Tory leader both
Sunak and opponent Liz
Truss are pitching as their
role model to woo tradi-
tional voters — the
Southampton-born Indian-
origin former banker-

turned-politician high-
lighted how his deeply
Conservative values
shaped by his family’s
pharmacy business.

I was brought up in a
home with kitchen-table
conservative values, my
mum ran a small business,
Margaret Thatcher talked
about family budget. All of

us care about what we
leave our children and our
grandchildren. Sound
money is the most conser-
vative of conservative val-
ues. If we don’t stand for
that, I don’t know what the
point of the Conservative
Party is, he said. Besides
tackling inflation as a na-
tional emergency, Sunak

said his focus will also be
on delivering better value
for money value for money
for the taxpayer-funded
National Health Service
(NHS) an issue that is per-
sonal to him with a grand-
parent just out of an NHS
hospital. This is personal
for all of us, the backlog
issue. He literally has just
come out and he’s very
sick, shared Sunak. We’ve
been extremely worried as
a family about everything
over the last few weeks,
he’s my last remaining
grandparent. It will be un-
acceptable if millions and
millions of people are
waiting too long for the
treatments they deserve,
he said. The MP for
Richmond in Yorkshire ad-
mitted missing his family
while on the campaign
trail and using video calls
to stay in touch. Family is
core to who I am. I miss
them a lot right, they are
in Yorkshire and I am here.
We’re on video every day.
But it’s not the same but
they’re used to that, said
Sunak, who is married to
Akshata Murty, the daugh-
ter of Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy.

Rishi Sunak pledges to put UK on crisis footing’ if elected PM

Former Treasury chief Rishi Sunak, left, arrives with with daughters Krishna, Anushka and
wife Akshata Murthy at Vaculug tyre specialists as part of his campaign to be leader of
the Conservative and Unionist Party and the next prime minister, at Gonerby Hill Foot, in
Grantham, England, Saturday, July 23.

Colombo, Jul 23 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s Cabinet has
met for the first time under
newly-elected President
Ranil Wickremesinghe
and discussed ways to nor-
malise the situation in the
economic-crisis hit coun-
try within a week by regu-
larising functions of the
government institutions
such as the Prime
Minister’s Office and the
Presidential Secretariat,
according to a media re-
port on Saturday.

After the appointment of
the new Cabinet on Friday,
the President called for the
meeting, the Daily Mirror
newspaper reported.

They discussed that the
country should be nor-
malised within one week
by regularising functions
of the government insti-
tutions such as the Prime
Minister’s Office, the
Presidential Secretariat,
and schools, the newspa-
per said quoting sources.

The Cabinet was in-
formed that fuel suffi-
cient for one month had
been secured and there-

fore distribution under a
quota system should be ex-
pedited.

The President said that
he empowered the security
forces to uphold the
Constitution and to create
an environment for people
to live without fear.

The Cabinet also dis-
cussed the negotiations
with the International
Monetary Fund ( IMF)
which are underway to se-
cure financial assistance.

Meanwhile, the
Opposition requested
Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena to summon
the Parliament on July 25
to discuss attacks on
peaceful protests at Galle
Face on Friday by security
forces and the current situ-

ation of the country. Sri
Lankan troops and police
armed with assault rifles
and batons on Friday
forcibly removed anti-gov-
ernment protesters
camped outside the presi-
dential office here in a pre-
dawn raid. Police have de-
scribed the pre-dawn raid
on the main camp of the
anti-government protest-
ers as a “special operation
to take [back] control of
the presidential secretari-
at”. The protesters had va-
cated the President and
Prime Minister’s resi-
dences and the Prime
Minister’s office after cap-
turing them on July 9, but
they were still occupying
some rooms of the
President’s secretariat.

Sri Lanka Cabinet discusses ways to
normalise situation within one week

Singapore, Jul 23 (AP):

Soki Wu’s food stall,
tucked in a food court in a
shopping mall in
Singapore, is a crowd
favourite for its fresh, juicy
chicken rice”, a national
dish. But customers re-
cently began complaining
that his chicken didn’t
taste quite as good as it
used to.

Wu was forced to switch
to frozen chicken after
Malaysia banned exports
last month of live broiler
chickens that are more af-
fordable and better tasting
in a bid to offset rising
local prices.

For Singapore, which
sources a third of its poul-
try from Malaysia, the im-
pact was immediate.

This is unavoidable.
Using frozen chickens have
affected the taste of the
dish, but we have no
choice, Wu said.

As inflation surges
around the world, politi-
cians are scrambling for
ways to keep food afford-
able as people increasingly
protest the soaring cost of
living.

One knee-jerk response
has been food export bans
aimed at protecting domes-
tic prices and supplies as a
growing number of gov-
ernments in developing na-
tions try to show a nervous
public that their needs will
be met.

For business owners, the
rising cost of cooking in-
gredients from oil to chick-
en has prompted them to
raise prices, with people
paying 10 per cent to 20 per
cent more at Wu’s food
stall. For consumers, it has
meant paying more for the
same or lesser-quality food
or curbing certain habits
altogether.

In Lebanon, where en-
demic corruption and po-
litical stalemate has crip-
pled the economy, the UN
World Food Programme is
increasingly providing
people with cash assis-
tance to buy food, particu-
larly after a devastating
2020 port blast that de-
stroyed massive grain
silos.

Constant power cuts and
high fuel prices for genera-
tors limit what people can
buy because they can’t
rely on freezers and refrig-
erators to store perish-
ables.

Tracy Saliba, a single
mother of two and busi-
ness owner in Beirut, says
she used to spend around a
quarter of her earnings on
food. These days, half her
income goes to feeding her
family as the currency
loses strength amid soar-
ing prices.

I’m not buying (gro-
ceries) like I used to,
Saliba said. I’m just get-
ting the necessary items
and food, like day by day.

Food prices have risen
by nearly 14 per cent this
year in emerging markets
and by over 7 per cent in
advanced economies, ac-
cording to Capital
Economics. In countries
where people spend at least
a third or more of their in-
comes on food, any sharp
increase in prices can lead
to crisis. Capital
Economics forecasts that
households in developed
markets will spend an
extra USD 7 billion a
month on food and bever-
ages this year and much of
next year due to inflation.

The pain is being felt un-
evenly, with 2.3 billion peo-

ple going severely or mod-
erately hungry last year,
according to a global re-
port by the World Food
Programme and four other
UN agencies. Food prices
accounted for about 60 per
cent of last year’s increase
in inflation in the Middle
East and North Africa,
with the exception of oil-
producing Gulf countries.

The situation is particu-
larly dire for Sudan, where
inflation is expected to hit
245 per cent this year, and
Iran, where prices spiked
as much as 300 per cent for
chicken, eggs and milk in
May, sparking panic and
scattered protests.

Trade bans, inflation send food prices soaring

L ifesaving antiretroviral
therapy, as well as the full

range of HIV care and support
services are indeed essential
but not enough to ensure that
children and adolescents living
with HIV can live a fully nor-
mal life. From getting educa-
tion, vocational training, social
and economic support, to pur-
suing careers of their choice
and aspirations, the spectrum
may differ from person to per-
son but is surely much wider
and deeper than the very essen-
tial HIV care services.

“I have been working with
children living with HIV for
last 20 years. They often shared
with us that it is not possible
for them to get a good job, or to
get a good education, and that it
is a difficult life to live having
to be on medicines lifelong. But
there were a few kids who
wanted to know what they
should do to get a good educa-
tion, a good job, and stay
healthy. So I felt that it is a
choice between whether you
think it is impossible or
whether you can make it possi-
ble. Hence the name
I’mPossible (of a fellowship
programme),” said Dr Michael
Babu Raj. Dr Raj is Deputy
Director, I’mpossible
Fellowship Programme of
Sneha Charitable Trust and

former Deputy Director of
Karnataka Health Promotion
Trust (KHPT).

He shared: “The I’mPossible
Fellowship talks about the
choices we have in life and the
freedom to choose the way we
want to lead our life. But for
that we need to focus on certain
things like- taking care of our
health, ensuring treatment ad-
herence, getting educated and
not falling back on our studies.
It is just not about attaining de-
grees but also learning about
values of life, and of being
hopeful and trustworthy. Every
work in the beginning is diffi-
cult for you but it is not impos-
sible for you. Today we have
children amongst us who have
taken ownership of their lives
and they are moving from the ‘I
am Impossible’ to the “I'm pos-
sible”, which is becoming a re-
ality in many children’s lives.”

Dr Michael Babu Raj added:
“Noted thought leader Dr
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar had
said that education is empow-
erment so I thought of fo-
cussing on education to em-
power the people whom I work
with. Then I came across chil-
dren living with HIV while
working in an HIV care centre
where we were caring for the
HIV positive parents and there
were small kids. I felt the best
thing I can do is to work with
these kids because they are
very special kids who are so
loving and caring when we re-
spond to them positively.”

Dr Michael and his team
have been collaborating with
reputed institutions like Johns
Hopkins University. “These
children have stood out as very
strong children and not as
somebody who will give up
without trying. If we are able to
create positive spaces for them

that are full of opportunities,
they are going to make a big dif-
ference.”

The theme of this year’s
AIDS conference (24th
International AIDS Conference
or AIDS 2022) is “re-engage and
follow the science.” Dr Michael
Babu Raj said that, “I really feel
that re-engaging and following
the science is a very apt theme.
It was true of COVID-19 also,
because there were many scien-
tific evidence-based strategies
which we knew that could have
prevented or reduced transmis-
sion of COVID-19, but still we
failed to do that. Many things
went wrong. In the context of a
country like India, there are
still some children who are
born HIV positive, despite
knowing how to prevent parent
to child transmission of HIV.
Eliminating parent to child
transmission of HIV is still a
challenge, even when we know
what needs to be done. It is the
responsibility of each one of us
to achieve zero parent to child
transmission of HIV because
we know what is the science
and we know how the transmis-
sion can be stopped. 95 percent
of the children are born nega-
tive. Then why cannot the re-
maining 5 percent children also
have an HIV-free birth?”

He added: “We have come a
long way when it comes to HIV
today. People are living healthy
lives despite being infected. But
one thing we need to build back
in each one of us is that we
should not stop believing in
trust and hope. We should build
our lives together and give hope
and love to every child who may
be infected with HIV or with
any other disease. And we can
certainly make a difference in
their lives. That is what science
teaches us- to do things that are

simple. You follow the rules,
you are safe, and you can move
forward with confidence.”

Disclosure that a child is liv-
ing with HIV is never easy.
“There are many children who
still do not know about HIV and
why have they got this infec-
tion as their parents have not
disclosed it to them. Every
child has the right to know
what is the infection he or she
has, and the right to take the
treatment with knowledge and
not with hiddenness. I think
that we should take that mes-
sage very strongly back from
the conference that it is the
right of everyone, including
children, to know about their
health status,” said Dr Raj. Dr
Michael Babu Raj’s strategy
has been to build on the
strength of the community and
enable them to become cata-
lysts of social and economic
change.

He told CNS that at the cen-
tre where he works, out of the
63 children who are on anti-
retroviral therapy and went for
viral load testing, 60 are virally
suppressed, as of March 2022.
Only three have viral load
above 200. “Currently we are
not facing any drug shortage.
All the children are on anti-
retroviral therapy. Viral load
testing is done at St John's
Hospital which is a private fa-
cility. But since it is under pub-
lic-private partnership...the
guidelines are as per the gov-
ernment guidelines, and viral
load testing is done free of
cost.” This is tremendous
achievement indeed. Let us
hope that it becomes a reality
at national and global levels too
so that most of the people who
are receiving lifesaving anti-
retroviral therapy, are virally
suppressed.
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Hearty welcome to 
our new President
India’s next First citizen,

Draupadi Murmu’s (64) election
was a foregone conclusion even be-
fore nomination given the numbers
tilted in favour of ruling elites and
their power of manipulation.
Moreover, the outcome was pre-
dictable when the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) lead NDA chose her
from the tribal belt, demonstrating
how the deep-rooted democratic
pattern on Indian soil affects its
Indian surrounded counterparts, in-
cluding those fighting for the na-
tion's sovereignty. Incidentally, her
tribal background not only helped
catapult Murmu to the top post,
but it’s shrewd political decision by
the BJP.  Fielding her as the India’s
15th President is not only a cunning
political decision by BJP, but also
eyeing crucial votes of the
Schedule Caste and Tribe commu-
nity in upcoming assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh,
which have a significant tribal pop-
ulation, besides the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. Though it’s a comfortable
(64.03%) victory for Murmu, but
not as per the hype and the media
expectation (her victory margin is
28% - the third lowest).
Whatsoever, time will tell whether
the upcoming honorable President
Murmu is allowed to make her own
decisions, or making herself in-
stalling a puppet ornamental stat-
ue (because she being Minister and
other top posts since 2000 there is
no power for her own village, then
what one can expect from her) at
Rashtrapati Bhawan? Even with all
those drawbacks, a very warm and
hearty welcome and salute to
Draupadi Murmu as our President.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Need better dominion
from CCPA

Recent orders from the Central
Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA) require certain e-com-
merce companies to only sell
ayurvedic, siddha, and unani medi-
cines after buyers file legitimate
prescriptions from licenced physi-
cians. This action by Centre is ap-
plaudable. But this also needs to be
applied to homoeopathic medica-
tions. Only medications listed in
Schedule E  of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules are subject to this
kind of requirement. Furthermore
it must be expanded to medica-
tions of Schedule C and T as
well.Since Schedule E, C, and T
lays out dangerous chemicals,
ayurveda, unani, and homoeopathy
are among the medical systems
that use these compounds. Such
drugs are to sold taken under med-
ical supervision. Consuming such
drugs without medical supervision
can lead to severe health compli-
cations. Additionally, the word
"warning" must be placed on the
label of the container of such med-
ications listed in Schedules E, C,
and T in both Hindi and English.
The watchdog CCPA, should also
develop rules to stop unfair busi-
ness practises and safeguard con-
sumer interests with regard to the
imposition of advertisement in
public areas. It should also publish
rules for preventing deceptive pro-
motions and endorsements. Clear
and easily accessible information
on the name and phone number of
the grievance officer in question
should be included on drugs and
should be shown clearly for users
on all platforms.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK..  RRaaiicchhuurr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

A t  the  core  of  a  US  policy  debate  over  the  merits  of
President Joe Biden's pilgrimage to the Middle East lies

the question of how best to ensure regional stability and protect
United States interests. Lost in the debate is whether the cost of
maintaining stability by supporting autocratic rule is lower in the
long term than the upfront expense of adhering to human rights
principles, pluralism, and transparent and accountable gover-
nance that would initially alienate Middle Eastern partners.
Biden's visit to Saudi Arabia, where he will meet with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman whom US intelligence has de-
scribed as probably responsible for the 2018 killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, reverses what seemed to be a more principled
US policy under Mr. Biden, at least when it came to the kingdom.
Biden had refused to meet Bin Salman and had vowed during his
election campaign to force the Saudis to “pay the price, and
make them, in fact, the pariah that they are.” Much has hap-
pened since Biden’s vow. The war in Ukraine has sparked a glob-
al energy crisis that requires Saudi Arabia to help increase sup-
ply and reduce prices. Tension is building between Israel and Iran
amid pessimism that a 2015 international agreement to curb the
Islamic republic’s nuclear program can be achieved. The rising
tension adds to the perceived urgency for regional security co-
operation between Israel and Arab states. Finally, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is festering and, like a black swan, could es-
calate into greater violence at any given moment. All of this bol-
sters there alist argument that respected Middle East scholar
F.Gregory Gause succinctly summarized as the need for US poli-
cy to “privilege order over other goals," which means" dealing
with regimes and leaders that have blood on their hands if it
serves US interests.  President  George  W.  Bush  and  his  then-
national security advisor, Condoleezza Rice, acknowledged this
two decades ago when they asserted that jihadist violence and
the 9/11 attacks were partly the results of the United States’ fail-
ure to stand up for its values. However, like Barak Obama, they
bungled their effort to do something about it. The insight did not
prevent Bush from starting never-ending wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq that seeped US strength, caused significant loss of life,
and cost trillions of dollars that ultimately empowered groups
hostile to US interests, including the Taliban and pro-Iranian
forces invarious parts of the Middle East. Support for autocrats
sparked popular revolts that toppled eight Arab leaders in the
2010s  and  provoked  a  brutal  counter revolution responsible for
the region’s worst human rights abuses in decades. To be clear,
this is not a plea for US interference to impose its values and
standards. The focus on human security takes on added signifi-
cance against the backdrop of a recent poll in nine non-Gulf
Middle Eastern and North African countries. More than half of
the respondents agreed with the statement that the economy
was weak under a democratic system. They said they were more
concerned about the effectiveness of their government's policies
than their type of government and believed they needed a leader
who could "bend the rules" if necessary to get things done. For
the United States, the cost of making transparent and account-
able governance a cornerstone of cooperation may quickly prove
less costly when dealing with Gulf states, who, in the short and
middle term, have few options. Neither China nor Russia is will-
ing or able to replace the United States as the region’s security
guarantor, even if  the United States is seeking to rejigger its
commitment to free up  energy  and  resources  for  its  rivalry
with  China. Regional   alliances,   particularly   with   Israel,   may
compensate to a degree for uncertainty about US reliability but
are fraught with pitfalls. The potential trade-off  for a more ro-
bust US commitment to Saudi security could be a promise by the
kingdom to maintain its economic and energy relations with
China but weaken its growing strategic links to Beijing. The ob-
stacle to such a deal is the same circumstance that undermines
the proponents' argument for a more principled US foreign poli-
cy: US domestic politics.

Ukraine war makes bilateral
cooperation inevitable
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Lieutenant Governor of Delhi Vinai Kumar Saxena during the foundation stone laying ceremony of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav park at Shaheedi Park, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 23.

HIV care is essential and lifesaving, but 
not enough for living normal lives

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV PARK

A brain tumour develops when certain genes
in a cell's chromosomes become faulty and

cease to function properly. These genes typically
regulate the rate at which the cell divides and re-
pair genes that correct deficiencies in other
genes, as well as genes that should cause the cell
to self-destruct if the damage is irreparable.A p
erson may be born with a partial defect in one or
more of these genes. Environmental factors may
then cause additional mutilation. In a few other
cases, however, environmental damage to the
genes can be viewed as the sole factor.
BBeehhaavviioouurraall  cchhaannggeess  tthhaatt  bbrraaiinn  ttuummoouurrss  ccaauussee

Brain tumours and their treatments, in gener-
al, can alter a person's behaviour and ability to
think. Patients' communication, concentration,
and memory skills may suffer, and their person-
alities may shift. Brain tumours frequently cause
personality changes and mood swings. Although
the severity of these mood changes varies from
person to person, it is relatively common for
someone with a brain tumour to experience in-
creased aggression and agitation. A brain tu-
mour may also cause weakness, dizzy spells,
poor balance or lack of coordination, personality
or behaviour changes, confusion, speech prob-
lems, and fits (seizures). However, it is critical to
note that the impact of a brain tumour on quality
of life is determined by whether the tumour is
benign or malignant in nature.

BBeenniiggnn  ttuummoouurr
In the case of benign tumours, there is little

variation in the patient's quality of life. There

may be neurological deficits that can be correct-
ed with regular physiotherapy and rehabilitation.
We can keep a close eye on tumour recurrence
using serial imaging. In the event of a relapse,
the patient may be subjected to radiation or sur-
gery. To answer an underlying question, a benign
tumour does not impair quality of life after the
ailment has been contracted. Most tumours do
not leave residual deficits, making it simple to re-
turn to normalcy with timely rehabilitation and
psychotherapy.

MMaalliiggnnaanntt  ttuummoouurr
The outcome of a malignant brain tumour is

determined by the grade of the tumour itself. If
the tumour is of Grade 1, the characteristic fea-
tures that accompany it behave more or less like
a benign tumour. However, chemotherapy and
radiation are required for a Grade 4 tumour,
which causes skin discoloration, hair loss, fa-
tigue, and other physiological changes. As a re-
sult, people's quality of life suffers. Nonetheless,
with the proper treatment and time, these
changes are completely reversible.

M yanmar’s military is one of the most stubborn enemies of
democracy and basic human freedoms, having ruled for

nearly 50 years using brute force. But even in the darkest mo-
ments of Myanmar’s past, there was popular resistance. And
over the past three decades, pro-democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi has been the embodiment of that resistance. Between
1989 and 2010, she spent 15 years under house arrest. Scattered
pro-democracy rallies in several cities across Myanmar marked
the 75th anniversary of the assassination of independence hero
Gen Aung San, the father of the country's ousted leader, Suu Kyi.
Photos and videos on social media showed protesters carrying
banners and chanting "Eradicate racism, there are more than
nine Martyrs in Yangon". Besides Aung San, six cabinet col-
leagues and two other officials were killed 75 years ago at a
Cabinet meeting less than six months before erstwhile Burma
achieved its independence from British colonial rule. Residents
near the memorial site said the security scene was very different
from when Suu Kyi's government ruled. The protesters dispersed
within a short time to avoid confrontations with security forces
that have so far killed 2,091 civilians including poets, activists,
politicians and others since the February 2021 coup. The forces
have threatened to “annihilate” all opponents. Neither Suu Kyi,
who is under arrest, nor Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing, who cur-
rently heads its government and ruling military council, attended
the ceremony this year. An official of the ceremony's subcom-
mittee laid a wreath on behalf of Suu Kyi's family. Suu Kyi, 77,
who was arrested when Myanmar's military seized power from
her elected government in February last year, has not been seen
in public apart from one photo shown on state television in May
2021, taken inside a court at the start of criminal proceedings
against her. She has been sentenced to 11 years in prison and
was transferred from a secret detention location to a custom-
built solitary facility at a prison in the capital Naypyitaw last
month. She is now being tried on a slew of legal cases brought by
the military at a new facility constructed in the same prison
compound. Suu Kyi's supporters and independent analysts say
all the charges against her are politically motivated and an at-
tempt to discredit her and legitimise the military's seizure of
power. The conviction of Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s deposed
State Counsellor and pro-democracy leader, in a corruption
case, shows nothing but the desperation of the junta to silence
her. For the military, which seems determined to destroy the
Southeast Asian nation’s popular democracy, Suu Kyi, under
house arrest ever since the February 2021 coup, remains the
enemy number one. 

Scattered prodemocracy
rallies in Myanmar
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A team of scientists in the UK has devel-
oped a new telescope to track down

sources of gravitational waves for the first
time. The new telescope, named the
Gravitational-wave Optical Transient Observer
(GOTO), is made up of two identical arrays de-
ployed on opposite sides of the planet — one
on La Palma in the Canary Islands, and the
other in Australia. It will scour space for opti-
cal clues about the violent cosmic events that
create ripples, or waves, in the fabric of space
itself, said the team from the universities of
Warwick and Sheffield. Long hypothesised as
a by-product of the collision and merger of
cosmic behemoths such as neutron stars and
black holes, gravitational waves were finally
detected directly by LIGO (Laser
Interferometry Gravitational-wave
Observatory) in 2015. Since 2015, there have
been many subsequent detections but, since
observatories like LIGO can only measure the
effects of the gravitational wave as it passes
through our local patch of space time, it can

be difficult to track down the source's point of
origin.

GOTO is designed to fill this observational
gap by searching for optical signals in the
electromagnetic spectrum that might indicate
the source of the gravitational waves (GW) -
quickly locating the source and using that in-
formation to direct a fleet of telescopes, satel-
lites and instruments at it, the team noted. As
most GW signals involve the merger of mas-
sive objects, these 'visual' cues are extremely
fleeting and must be located as quickly as pos-
sible, which is where GOTO comes in. GOTO
will act as an intermediary between the likes
of LIGO, which detect the presence of a gravi-
tational wave event, and more targetable
multi-wavelength observatories that can
study the event's optical source. "There are
fleets of telescopes all over the world available
to look towards the skies when gravitational
waves are detected, in order to find out more
about the source. But as the gravitational
wave detectors are not able to pinpoint where
the ripples come from, these telescopes do
not know where to look," said GOTO's
Principle Investigator Professor Danny
Steeghs from Warwick. "If the gravitational
wave observatories are the ears, picking up
the sounds of the events, and the telescopes
are the eyes, ready to view the event in all the
wavelengths, then GOTO is the bit in the mid-
dle, telling the eyes where to look," Steeghs
added.

UK scientists develop new
gravitational wave telescope

Impact of brain tumour 
on quality of life

SHOBHA SHUKLA
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BRIEF

HDFC
New Delhi: Mortgage
lender Housing
Development Finance
Corporation (HDFC)
plans to raise up to Rs
11,000 crore by issuing
bonds on a private
placement basis. The
base issue size of the
company's secured re-
deemable non-con-
vertible debentures is
Rs 4,000 crore with an
option to retain over-
subscription of up to
Rs 7,000 crore, HDFC
said in a regulatory
filing on Friday.

ICICI Bank
New Delhi: ICICI
Bank on Saturday re-
ported a 50 per cent
jump in net profit to
Rs 6,905 crore in the
first quarter of the
current fiscal aided by
a decline in bad loans.
The second biggest
private sector bank
had posted a net profit
of Rs 4,616 crore in the
same quarter of the
previous financial
year. Total income
during the April-June
quarter of 2022-23 im-
proved to Rs 28,336.74
crore, from Rs
24,379.27 crore in the
same quarter in FY22,
ICICI Bank said in a
regulatory filing.

Yes Bank
Mumbai: Yes Bank on
Saturday reported
54.17 per cent jump in
consolidated net profit
at Rs 314.14 crore for
June quarter 2022-23,
driven by core income
growth and a fall in
provisions. The pri-
vate sector lender re-
ported a net profit of
Rs 310.63 crore on a
standalone basis as
against Rs 206.84 crore
in the year-ago period
and Rs 367.46 crore in
the preceding March
quarter. On a consoli-
dated basis, its core
net interest income
grew 32 per cent to Rs
1,850 crore in April-
June 2022-23 on the
back of 14 per cent in-
crease in advances
and 0.30 per cent ex-
pansion in the net in-
terest margin to 2.4
per cent.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
New Delhi: Private
lender Kotak
Mahindra Bank on
Saturday reported a 26
per cent rise in its net
profit to Rs 2,071.15
crore in the first quar-
ter of the current fis-
cal year helped by a de-
cline in bad loans. The
bank had posted a net
profit of Rs 1,641.92
crore in the same quar-
ter of financial year
2021-22. Total income
during the April-June
quarter of 2022-23 im-
proved to Rs 8,582.25
crore, from Rs 8,062.81
crore in the same quar-
ter in FY22, Kotak
Mahindra Bank said
in a regulatory filing.

Happiest Minds 
New Delhi: IT com-
pany Happiest Minds
on Friday posted a
57.7 per cent increase
in consolidated profit
after tax at Rs 56.34
crore in the June
quarter. The compa-
ny had reported a
profit of Rs 35.73
crore in the year-ago
period. The consoli-
dated revenues from
contracts with cus-
tomers of the compa-
ny grew 34.5 per cent
to Rs 328.92 crore dur-
ing the quarter under
review. The same
stood at Rs 244.61
crore in the year-ago
period. "We have
started fiscal year
2023 showing indus-
try leading perform-
ance. Our 10-year vi-
sion statement is to
be a billion-dollar
company by 2031.

Vienna (Austria), Jul 23 (AP):

Herbert Diess, the
Volkswagen CEO whose
image had been tarnished
in the fallout from the
German automaker's emis-
sions-cheating scandal, is
stepping down.

In a surprise announce-
ment Friday, the Wolfsburg,
Germany-based company
said Diess will depart Sept 1
by mutual consent with the
board. No reason was given
for his departure. Oliver
Blume, CEO of VW brand
Porsche, will succeed Diess.

Diess, who took over as
chief executive in 2018,
presided over the automak-
er at a time of significant
change in the industry, in-
cluding a shift toward in-
creased production of elec-
tric vehicles. His contract
was set to expire in 2025.

Board Chairman Hans
Dieter Poetsch thanked
Diess in a statement and
praised his role in advanc-
ing the transformation of
the company.

Not only did he steer the
company through extreme-
ly turbulent waters, but he
also implemented a funda-

mentally new strategy,
Poetsch said.

Diess focused on
Volkswagen's shift toward
zero-emissions vehicles, but
analysts say he wasn't able
to create change within the
company and that the car-
maker has fallen behind in

some key developments,
such as software implemen-
tation.

With industry challenges
accelerating and a growing
number of new and fast-fol-
lower challengers, new
management offers an op-
portunity to revisit strategy

or jump-start stalled rela-
tionships," analysts at
Jefferies Equity Research
said in a research note.

Shortly before his ouster
was announced, Diess post-
ed on LinkedIn about the
difficulties facing the au-
tomaker from Russia's war

in Ukraine to a shortage of
computer chips that has
stymied production.
Despite those struggles, he
said he was very satisfied
with our performance, cit-
ing high demand for
Volkswagen's electric vehi-
cles and a rebound in China
after COVID-19 lockdowns.

After a really stressful
first half of 2022 many of
us are looking forward to a
well-deserved summer
break, his post said.

Diess reportedly has
clashed with the company's
powerful labor representa-
tives over issues including
top personnel decisions.
Workers hold an unusual
amount of clout at
Volkswagen, through re-
quirements that worker
representatives hold board
seats and because the com-
pany's home state of Lower
Saxony holds a stake in the
company. Diess also was
trailed by the emissions
scandal. Coming from
BMW, Diess took over as
head of the VW brand
shortly before it was caught
using software to evade U.S.
emissions requirements for
diesel cars in 2015.

Volkswagen CEO, facing series
of setbacks, will step down

(FILES) In this file photo taken on March 9, 2022 Volkswagen Group Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Herbert Diess poses with the new Volkswagen ID Buzz electric van during its presentation in
Hamburg, northern Germany. Diess will leave the management of the group to be replaced from
September by the current chairman of the board of Porsche, Oliver Blume, a subsidiary of the group
targeting the stock market, Volkswagen announced.

Agartala, Jul 23 (PTI):

The ONGC has inked
gas sale agreements with
GAIL India and Assam
Gas Company Ltd
(AGCL) to monetise its
upcoming field at
Khubal in North Tripura
district, an official said
on Saturday.

Under the agreement,
the GAIL and AGCL will
receive 50,000 standard
cubic metre of gas each
from Khubal Gas
Gathering Station (GGS),
he said. Once it starts
production, Khubal will
be the tenth producing
field of ONGC in
Tripura. Khubal GGS
will have a capacity to
process 0.44 MMSCMD
(4,40,000 standard cubic
meters) of gas for which
the process of construc-
tion has already been
started, he added.

"It marks a momen-
tous occasion not just for
ONGC, GAIL and AGCL
but for the people of
Northeast as well, as it
means more gas will find
its way into industries
and people's homes, posi-

tively impacting living
standards," asset manag-
er of ONGC Tripura
Tarun Malik said.

"The GSA for gas pro-
duced from wells of
Khubal means more
than just another step in
the relationship between
ONGC and GAIL. It
means the increasing in-
tegration of the region
with the rest of the coun-
try," said R Choudhury,
CGM-zonal head of
GAIL. GSA is an impor-
tant milestone in the life-
cycle of any gas busi-
ness, signifying commer-
ciality for producers like
ONGC, while ensuring
the product reaches the
end consumers through
marketing and trans-
portation intermediaries
such as GAIL and AGCL.

The Khubal gas field is
expected to start produc-
tion in 2024 in line with
the commissioning of
the Indra Danush Gas
Grid Line (IGGL)
pipeline, a critical and
massive infrastructure
project for the Northeast
region's gas sector, offi-
cials said.

ONGC inks gas sale
agreements for Khubal

field in Tripura

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Telecom firm Vodafone
Idea on Friday announced
the elevation of present
chief financial officer
Akshay Moondra as its
new chief executive offi-
cer with effect from
August 19, the company
said in a regulatory filing.

The company's present
managing director and
chief executive officer
Ravinder Takkar will con-
tinue to be on the board as
a non-executive and non-
independent director post
completion of his tenure,
the filing said.

"The board of the com-
pany has, based on the rec-
ommendation of the nomi-
nation and remuneration
committee, appointed
Akshaya Moondra, cur-
rently the chief financial

officer of the company, as
the chief executive officer
of the company for a peri-
od of 3 years effective
August 19, 2022," it added.

Takkar was appointed
MD and CEO of the com-
pany on August 19, 2019,
for a term of three years,
which is scheduled to end
on August 18.

Takkar has been serv-
ing as managing director
and chief executive officer
without any remunera-

tion. The company only
bore expenses incurred by
Takkar for the business of
the company.

Vodafone Idea (VIL) said
Takkar is an experienced
global executive with near-
ly three decades in the
Vodafone Group, and will
continue to serve with
Vodafone Group. VIL en-
trusted Takkar with the
task of raising funds and
growing the business post
merger of Vodafone India
and Idea Cellular.

While the company suc-
cessfully completed a Rs
25,000-crore rights issue in
April 2019, Takkar has
been unable to get further
funds which the board ap-
proved on a couple of occa-
sions.

VIL will announce a
new CFO in due course, ac-
cording to the filing.

Kolkata, July 23: 

Bandhan Bank, today
announced its financial results
for the first quarter of financial
year 2022-23. The Bank contin-
ued to witness strong business
growth, as the economy revived
strongly.
The Bank’s total business
(deposits and advances) grew
20.3% year-on-year to reach
around Rs. 1,89,707 crore as on
June 30, 2022. The Bank serves
2.69 crore customers through
5640 banking outlets across 34
of the 36 states and union terri-
tories in India. The total num-
ber of employees working at
Bandhan Bank stands at 61,247.
During the first quarter of the
current financial year, the
Bank’s deposit book grew 20%
over the corresponding quarter
of the previous year. The total
deposits now stand at Rs.
93,057 crore. In this period, the

Bank’s retail deposit book
showed a substantial growth
and grew 14.14% year-on-year
to Rs. 72,950crore. The current
account and savings account
(CASA) book grew by 21% year-
on-year, and the CASA ratio
now stands at 43.2% of the
overall deposit book. With
respect to advances, the bank
saw 20.3% growth over the cor-
responding quarter of the previ-
ous year. The total advances
are now at Rs. 96,650 crore.
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR),
an indication of the stability of
the Bank, is at 19.4%, much
higher than the regulatory
requirement.
Bandhan Bank is planning to
open more than 500 new
branches across India, in this
financial year. The Bank is also
growing its portfolio in areas
like SME Loans, Gold Loans,
Personal Loans and Auto Loans
among other product ranges.

Bandhan Bank registers
strong growth

Vodafone Idea elevates Akshaya Moondra
as CEO; to replace Ravinder Takkar Bhopal, Jul 23: 

SWAL Corporation Ltd.,
launched a range of crop
solutions to help farmers
get better crops yields and
help them increase their in-
come from the produce. The
crop solutions have four
products, JUNIPER, CAS-
CADE, OXALIS, and KAR-
MAX. These products range
from fungicides and seed
treatment solutions to in-
secticides with multiple fea-
tures.

The launch took place in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh in the
presence of 55 participants
which included 40 key dis-
tributors and 15 SWAL offi-
cials plus selected farmers
from the area. The launch
event was facilitated by
Pramod Tiwari, Head- Field
Marketing, Mr. Naveen
Patle, Crop Manager
(Paddy, Sugarcane), and
Ravi Prasad, Head- Channel
Management and

Marketing Linkages from
SWAL Corporation Ltd.
The audience learnt about
the products and their
unique features that would
keep the crops safe.
Growers also shared their
experience from the pre-
launch trail done in their
fields.

Ashish Dobhal, UPL
Region Head for India, said,
“India is the one of the top
producers and exporters of
various crops in the world.
Crop production plays a cru-
cial role in the Indian
Economy and Agriculture.
With an aim to equip farmers
with better products, SWAL
is excited to present the revo-
lutionary range of crop solu-
tions, which will help farm-
ers in growing in growing
higher quality and healthier
crops. Through these crop so-
lutions, SWAL aims to deliv-
er top-of-the-industry control
against multiple pests that
damage the crops.”

SWAL launches crop solutions

ONE MEDICAL OFFICE

People enter a One Medical office in Oakland, California. Amazon announced plans to
acquire health provider One Medical for an estimated $3.9 billion.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Reliance Retail on Friday
reported over two-fold in-
crease in pre-tax profit at Rs
3,897 crore for June 2022
quarter, as footfalls at its
stores surpassed the pre-
Covid levels.

The retail arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) said it
had posted a pre-tax profit or
EBITDA (Earnings Before
Interest, Tax, Depreciation
and Amortisation) of Rs
1,390 crore in the April-June
quarter of FY21.

Its revenue from opera-
tions of the organised retail
segment was up 53.67 per
cent to Rs 51,582 crore in the
latest June quarter, from Rs
33,566 crore in the year-ago
period. Gross revenue,
which includes the value of

sales and services, was up
51.90 per cent to Rs 58,554
crore in the three months
ended June 2022. It stood at
Rs 38,547 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter. "Reliance
Retail delivered a strong per-
formance with its best-ever
quarterly revenues in a
macro environment that re-
mained challenging," said
RIL in its earnings state-
ment. The retail business
witnessed its first quarter
without any operating dis-
ruptions since the onset of
Covid, said RIL.

"Consumer spending got a
boost as families indulged in
leisure activities, socialis-
ing, festivities and shopping
as Covid situation improved,
though sentiments re-
mained cautious due to in-
flationary concerns," it said.

The business posted an
operating EBITDA of Rs
3,897 crore (USD 493 million),
up 180.35 per cent year-on-
year with a 350-bps (basis
points) improvement in
margin at 7.6 per cent, com-
pared to 4.1 per cent in the
corresponding quarter of
the previous year, said RIL.

"This was led by higher
contribution from fashion &
lifestyle and consumer elec-
tronics and growing operat-
ing leverage with strong
LFL growth over last year
across consumption bas-
kets," it said.

The "net profit for the
quarter was Rs 2,061 crore",
higher by 114.2 per cent,
while "cash profit for the
quarter was Rs 2,873 crore",
higher by 105.2 per cent year-
on-year, said RIL.

Reliance Retail Q1 pre-tax profit jumps
two-fold to Rs 3,897 crore

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Chartered Capital and
Investment Ltd on Friday settled
a case related to alleged viola-
tion of merchant banker norms
by paying a settlement amount
of more than Rs 10 lakh. It was
alleged that Chartered Capital
and Investment Ltd (CCIL) had
violated the norms with respect
to the buyback of shares of
Mazda Ltd. In 2019, Mazda had
announced buyback of equity
shares and Equirus Capital Pvt
Ltd (ECPL) was appointed as the
merchant banker in this regard.
However, it was alleged that
CCIL was connected to the com-
pany and was actively involved
in the buyback of the firm's
shares by providing advice, guid-
ance and controlling the func-
tions of the ECPL, without offi-
cially being appointed as mer-
chant banker to the issue.

Chartered
Capital settles
case with Sebi

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Investment platform
We Founder Circle said it
aims to facilitate invest-
ment of around Rs 100
crore in Indian startups
this year with Rs 20 crore
contribution from its
founders.

We Founder Circle
(WFC) co-founder and
CEO Neeraj Tyagi told
PTI that the firm last year
facilitated investment of
Rs 30 crore in 33 deals
with around Rs 5 crore
contribution from the

founders of the platform.
"This year our target is to
reach 75 deals which may
include repeat invest-
ments in growing start-
ups. We are aiming to fa-
cilitate funding worth Rs
100 crore in Indian start-
ups. WFC co-founders will
make around 20 per cent
of the investments," Tyagi
said.

He said that WFC first
selects potential startups,
makes initial investment
and then takes them to the
investors community con-
nected to the platform.

We Founder Cricle aims to
facilitate Rs 100 crore funding

in startup this year London, Jul 23 (PTI):

Tata Group chair,
Natarajan Chandrasekaran,
has warned that the compa-
ny could be forced to shut
down Tata Steel's plants in
the UK without a British
government subsidy deal
worth around 1.5 billion
pounds.

Tata Steel owns the UK's
largest steelworks at Port
Talbot in South Wales and
employs around 8,000 people
across all its operations in
the country. Speaking to The
Financial Times', the Tata
Group chief said the
Mumbai-headquartered

company had been in talks
with the government over its
decarbonisation plans and a
deal would have to be struck
by next year to save the
country's steelworks. A tran-
sition to a greener steel plant
is the intention that we have

But this is only possible with
financial help from the gov-
ernment, Chandrasekaran
told the newspaper.

We have been in discus-
sions over the last two years
and we should come to an
agreement within 12
months. Without this, we
will have to look at closures
of sites, he said.

Under decarbonisation
plans, Tata plans to close two
blast furnaces at Port Talbot,
stop primary steelmaking
and instead build two elec-
tric arc furnaces, The
Financial Times' said, refer-
encing people familiar with
the details.

Tata Group chief warns of UK steel
plant closures without subsidy

Mumbai, Jul 23 (PTI):

The country's foreign
exchange reserves declined by
USD 7.541 billion to USD
572.712 billion in the week
ended July 15 as the Reserve
Bank continued to intervene in
the market to curb the fall of
the rupee.
In the previous week ended
July 8, the reserves shrunk by
USD 8.062 billion to USD
580.252 billion, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data
showed on Friday.
On Friday, the rupee fell by 5
paise to close at 79.90 against
the US dollar. It had touched
an all-time intra-day low of
80.06 against the US dollar on

Thursday.
During the reporting week
ended July 15, the fall in the
reserves was on account of a
decline in the Foreign
Currency Assets (FCAs), a
major component of the over-
all reserves, and also in the
gold reserves, the central bank
said.
FCAs fell by USD 6.527 billion
to USD 511.562 billion in the
reporting week, according to
the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by RBI.
Expressed in dollar terms,
FCAs include the effect of
appreciation or depreciation of
non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Foreign exchange reserves fall
USD 7.541 bln to USD 572.712 bn

T
elugu superstar
V i j a y
Deverakonda,

who is making his
debut as a pan-
Indian star with
the film 'Liger',
says that as much
as he loves to do
more films, he is
bad at multi-task-
ing and focused
on one film at a
time.

Speaking in
Mumbai, Vijay
said: "Honestly, I
am really bad at
multi-tasking. I
can focus on one
thing at a time. I
get confused

otherwise if I take too
much on my plate, get
confused; it's not in my
capability. So I will only
do one film at a time."

The 'Liger' protagonist
played by Vijay has a
speech problem, which,
according to the actor,
added another layer to
the character. "My char-
acter in the film has a
stammering problem and
that made it more inter-
esting," Vijay said. "On
one hand, he is the guy
who is physically so
strong and intimidating
to others, he is a fighter,
but he can't even utter the
simple three words 'I love
you' to the girl he loves.

Manushi

Chhillar: 

I have been

noticed because

of my work in

debut film

Bollywood actress Manushi
Chhillar, who will be seen

starring opposite actor John
Abraham in the upcoming film
'Tehran', believes that she has
been noticed because of her
work in her debut film 'Samrat
Prithviraj'. 'Tehran' is a film
inspired by true events and
Manushi is ecstatic to have land-
ed her third big Bollywood proj-
ect. She says: "I'm thrilled to
have signed my third film and
it's amazing that I have been
noticed because of my work in
debut film in which I really put
in my everything."
"I personally love this genre of
films that are inspired by true
events and I hope to do my best
in Tehran. I have to thank my
producer Dinesh Vijan for his
trust in me and for mak-
ing me a part of this
incredible project."
The young actress
adds: "I'm really
looking forward
to working with John
Abraham and creatively collabo-
rating with him in Tehran. I
thank my director Arun Gopalan
for believing that I can be a part
of his vision."
"It is amazing to be associated
with such big projects at the
start of my career and this val-
idates my belief in myself as
an actor. I want to give it my
all in Tehran and I hope I get
love from media and audi-
ences." Manushi is happy that
the media and audience have
also loved her new look in the
film. She adds: "I sport a new
look in this film and I'm really
excited about it. I want to do
varied roles and be a part of
the best films being made by
our industry."

A
s his epic film
'Tanhaji: The
Unsung Warrior'

bagged three honours at
the 68th National Film
Awards, the film's director
Om Raut took a moment to
thank everyone for the big
win and mentioned how
the lead actor Ajay Devgn
is the true hero by all
means.

The film has bagged
awards for Best Popular
Film Providing
W h o l e s o m e
Entertainment, Ajay
Devgn won the Best Actor
award (shared) and
Nachiket Barve and
Mahesh Sherla won the
Best Costume Design
award.

Raut said in a statement
that 'Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior' was his "labour
of love". He went on to
note: "The film had the
wholehearted support
of Ajay Devgn Sir, who
not only agreed to play
the lead but also took
the efforts to produce
it. I'm happy the film
has won the Best Film
Award for Wholesome
Entertainment at the
68th National Awards."

The director added:
"I also congratulate
Ajay Sir for his win as
Best Actor in the
film. He was Tanhaji
in the truest form.
This would be incom-
plete without a spe-
cial mention for Saif
sir whose support has
been crucial for the out-
come of this film. I
would also like to
c o n g r a t u l a t e
Nachiket Barve and
Mahesh Sherla, who

won the Best Costume
Designer award."

He concluded by saying:
"A film is not a one-man
show, it is the effort of its
entire team, the cast and
crew are the pillars of
each project. This
award is for each per-
son who worked on
Tanhaji- they are all
my unsung heroes. I
am happy our film got
commercial success
and true appreciation.
Awards and rewards
are truly heartening."

ACROSS

1. Snapshot

6. Mimicked

10. Duos

14. Pointed a gun

15. Fleshy fruit

16. Whetstone

17. Tire pattern

18. Deep respect

20. Perceived

22. Opposer

23. Goad

25. Compass direction (abbr.)

26. Wise about

29. Edict

32. Each

35. Courageous person

36. Additional ones

37. Distinctive time

38. Bard of ____

39. Furnace fuel

40. Chimed

41. Race an engine

42. Talisman

45. Cleveland's lake

46. Before, to Keats

47. Boat basin

48. Arctic transport

49. Cozy retreat

50. Elm or pine

52. Sat in on

57. Squeal

61. Cleaned (clothes)

63. Navigate

64. Uncle's wife

65. Peruvian capital

66. Church official

67. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

68. Corrosive substance

69. Students' tables

DOWN

1. Taps gently

2. Employ

3. Forewarning

4. Chef's measure

5. More peculiar

6. Fourth mo.

7. Look narrowly

8. Roof edge

9. Bureau

10. Not those

11. Refuses to

12. Single time

13. Visionary

19. Ascends

21. Flightless bird

24. Alternate route

26. Chicago's airport

27. At no time

28. Treasure ____

30. Spicy dish

31. Ease up

32. Oyster gem

33. "Sesame Street" character

34. Was furious

40. Colonize again

42. Revise

43. Nelson ____ of South Africa

44. Small pastry

49. Small depressions

51. Relieved

52. Woeful word

53. Tense

54. Canned fish

55. Rock's ____ Clapton

56. Actress ____ Moore

58. Turner and Kennedy

59. Scallion's kin

60. Miscalculates

62. Mom's mate
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Once your brain gets hooked on something,
Aquarius, you're likely to take it to the
extreme. Be careful of overworking your-
self in a certain issue that requires a more
rational, temperate attitude. You may get
into trouble if you insist on going off the
deep end. Don't tackle issues you aren't
ready to handle. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your brain is likely to be working overtime,
Pisces. Things were going along just fine
until you suddenly ran into an unexpected
snag that kept you from where you want
to be. It's as if the hamster wheel you've
been running on suddenly jammed. Even
though you're still working just as hard,
the wheel simply won't turn. Perhaps it's
time to step off and take a break.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try not to get too wrapped up in the
mental side of things, Aries. Perhaps
you're trying to work everything
through in your mind. You'll find that
there are strong forces outside your own
trying their hardest to manipulate your
thinking. It might be good to step away
from the situation and do more process-
ing with your heart. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's possible that you've been so emo-
tional about a certain issue that you've
taken it way too far, Taurus.
Fortunately, your reasoning has finally
caught up with your feelings. Now it's
time for a reckoning. Give your brain a
chance to sort things out and bring the
situation back into equilibrium. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may experience a transformation in
your thinking. It's bound to affect every
aspect of your life, Gemini. By always ques-
tioning, you work through difficult issues
that require a constant reshuffling of view-
points. Feel free to open yourself up to new
ways of thinking as you dismiss old ways
that no longer serve you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be overwhelmed by an
onslaught of communication from
someone you didn't expect to hear
from, Cancer. It could be that this per-
son suddenly puts a monkey wrench in
your plans. It's important to adapt and
allow for the constant changes that are
bound to come your way. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Someone might feel obligated to give you
their two cents even if you didn't ask for
it, Leo. Be careful not to dismiss this infor-
mation without giving it proper consider-
ation. This knowledge comes to you for a
reason, and it's possible that it's the very
piece of information you need now in
order to complete the puzzle. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

It's time to finally apply the knowledge
you've accumulated and come to recog-
nize the truth, Virgo. Perhaps you've
been sitting on the facts while contem-
plating their meaning. It's now time to
get this information out into the open.
There's no doubt that this action is likely
to make waves, but that's OK. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When it comes to issues that require real
thinking, be careful of letting someone
else take control. You might have a rather
lazy attitude in this department, Libra,
and it could be tempting to simply let
someone else do the thinking for you.
This attitude is apt to lead you down the
wrong path for you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There's likely to be a powerful force at
work trying to manipulate the way you
think about a certain situation, Scorpio.
Be conscious of the source of your facts.
It could be that someone is giving you
tainted information so you'll act in a way
that is favorable to his or her plan. Others
may not be looking out for your best
interests, so it's important that you are.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't second-guess yourself today,
Sagittarius. It could be that you're
wavering so much about a decision
that even after you make it, you hesi-
tate to follow through with it. Once you
make up your mind about something,
stick with it. Have confidence in your
own mental process. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Other people may try to wield their
power even when it isn't their place.
This is one time when people may try
to show off their IQ by offering random
facts that don't offer anything useful to
the situation at hand but just serve to
prove their knowledge of esoteric triv-
ia. Try not to buy into other people's
displays of power, Capricorn. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 370

SOLUTION 369
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K
nown not only for
her culinary magic
but also witty solu-

tions and positive out-
look, Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) has wedged her-
self into audience’s
hearts and minds ever
since the show began.
Currently we witness
Pushpa's youngest child,
Rashi (Deshna Dugad),
entangled in a web of
problems and yet again
she is there to stand up
for her daughter and get
her out of this mess.

Hiding from her family,
Rashi attends a party se-
cretly, not realizing that
Aryan is stalking her, and
clicks a picture of her
while she’s pretending to
hold a beer bottle. Aryan
uses this picture to black-
mail Rashi, as payback
for ignoring him. Fearing
that the picture will be
circulated and embarrass
her family, a horrified

Rashi tries to talk him out
of it. Unable to persuade
him into deleting the
image, she thinks she has
no option but to skip
school and agree to his de-
mand to meet him as a
means to make amends

for ignoring him.
What will Pushpa do

when she gets to know
that her teenage daughter
is being blackmailed and
how will she deal with it?

Karuna Pandey por-
traying Pushpa com-

ments, “Such crimes
don’t only affect the vic-
tim but also those around
them. It is an invasion of
privacy of not only the
victim but also their fami-
ly and friends. In such sit-
uations it’s necessary that
they don’t just speak to
their close ones, they
should also lodge a com-
plaint with the police as
not doing so will only in-
crease the confidence of
the perpetrator in com-
mitting such crimes.
Also, you never know
how many such victims
will fall prey to these
crimes if you don’t try to
stop it. So please, if you
are a victim of blackmail,
stalking or any such
crimes, don’t suffer silent-
ly and don’t be afraid,
fight back.”

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible from Monday
to Friday at 9:30 PM only
on Sony SAB!

Pushpa protects Rashi
from blackmail

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s mytho-
logical narrative,

Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala, weaves a beau-
tiful story of a mother-
son bond from Yashoda’s
(Neha Sargam) point of
view. Highlighting the
multi-faceted perspective
of a mother, viewers have
witnessed how Yashoda is
a loving and protective
mother who grows cau-
tious of her son having
multiple visitors who de-
sire to meet her little
Kanha. Kans on the other
hand wants to harm Lord
Krishna and sends his
people time and again to
gain victory. Portraying
the role of Kans is ace tel-
evision actor Ram
Yashwardhan who talks
about his role so far in the
show.

Ram Yashvardhan es-
saying the role of Kans
says, "To begin with, play-
ing Kans has been an ex-

hilarating experience and
I am glad that the makers
found me fit to play a
character who has so
many layers to bring out
on-screen. To bring au-
thenticity in my portray-
al, I underwent a thor-
ough process of prepara-
tion. I spent a lot of time
on my body language and

dialogue delivery as when
it comes to playing a
mythological role, clarity
and understanding are
the key factors that at-
tract a viewer. I sat down
with the director and
went over every element
of Kans starting from his
appearance to body lan-
guage and more to under-

stand the intricacies of
the character.”He further
adds, “The director and
the entire cast of the
show are very kind and
supportive. There is so
much positivity on the
sets that I tend to forget
that I am playing a nega-
tive character. We enjoy a
lot in between the shots.

‘Playing Kans has been an
exhilarating experience’

Ajay Devgn is a ‘true
hero’, says elated

‘Tanhaji’ director Om Raut

Vijay took three days to
master the stutter of
‘Liger’ lead character
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Odia actor, actress
face wife’s wrath in
public over ‘affair’

Bhubaneswar, Jul 23
(PTI): High drama unfolded
in the streets of the Odisha
capital on Saturday as
Ollywood actor Babushaan
Mohanty's wife had a public
brawl with the star and ac-
tress Prakuti Mishra over
an alleged extramarital af-
fair. Multiple videos of the
dramatic scenes went viral
online as Trupti Sathapathy
was purportedly trying to
drag Mohanty out of an
SUV, which was also occu-
pied by Mishra in the left
seat in the front. Mohanty's
T-shirt was torn as locals
took out their mobile
phones to record the fracas,
which was going on amid
light drizzle. Horns could be
heard blaring in some
videos as the car was block-
ing the road and some could
be telling them to park the
car along the kerb as it was
blocking the road.

Jammu, Jul 23 (PTI): 

A fresh batch of 7,053
Amarnath pilgrims left the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp
here on Saturday for the
twin base camps in
Ganderbal district but over
half of them were forced to
return due to highway clo-
sure, officials said. The pil-
grims left in 243 vehicles
escorted by the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), they said.

As many as 2,504 pil-

grims headed to the Baltal
base camp were the first to
leave in 88 vehicles, fol-
lowed by the second convoy
of 155 vehicles carrying
4,649 pilgrims to the
Pahalgam base camp, the
officials said. However, the

convoy headed to
Pahalgam returned to the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp
as the Jammu-Srinagar
highway was closed due to
landslides triggered by
rains. The convoy headed
to Baltal was halted at

Ramban and the pilgrims
were housed in the Yatri
Niwas camp. Heavy
overnight rains in Jammu
have triggered landslides
and mudslides. The
Amarnath Yatra was sus-
pended from Jammu on
Friday due to inclement
weather and bad condition
of the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway. The 43-day
Amarnath Yatra to the
3,880-metre-high cave
shrine in south Kashmir
Himalayas commenced on
June 29. So far, over 2.22
lakh pilgrims have offered
prayers at the cave shrine,
housing the naturally
formed ice Shiv lingam,
the officials said.

Kolkata, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The five-decade-long po-
litical career of senior
TMC leader Partha
Chatterjee seems to have
received a huge jolt with
the Enforcement
Directorate arresting him
on Saturday in connection
with its investigation into
the alleged school jobs
scam in West Bengal.

Chatterjee, 69, who
presently holds the indus-
try and state parliamentary
affairs portfolios of the
Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment, was the education
minister from 2014 to 2021,
during which the alleged ir-
regularities in teacher re-
cruitment occurred.

Chatterjee stepped into
politics as a leader of
Congress students' wing
Chatra Parishad- in the late
sixties during his college
years, inspired by then fire-
brand youth leaders
Subrata Mukherjee and
Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi.
His political career halted
after he decided to take up a
high-profile corporate job
in the mid-seventies.

Chatterjee decided to
take a plunge into active
politics after Banerjee
broke away from the
Congress and formed the
TMC on January 1, 1998. He
went on to win from the
Behala Paschim Assembly
constituency for five con-
secutive terms since 2001

on a TMC ticket.
Chatterjee's high point in

his political career came in
2006 when he was appoint-
ed as the leader of the TMC
party in the assembly and
later leader of the opposi-
tion. As Banerjee fought
against the mighty Left
Front regime on the streets
of Bengal on the issue of
forcible land acquisition in
Singur and Nandigram,
Chatterjee became the
voice of the opposition in
the assembly.

Chatterjee was at the
forefront when his party
took on then chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya
in the assembly on the is-
sues of land acquisitions.
During that period in 2007,

he was appointed as TMC's
secretary-general by
Banerjee.

After the party came to
power four years later, he
was given charge of indus-
try and parliamentary af-
fairs. However, in a cabinet
reshuffle in 2014, he was re-
moved from the industry
department and given
charge of education.

Considered a loyalist of
the party supremo,
Chatterjee, along with a
few others, was at the fore-
front in leading the old
guards during the alleged
inner-party struggle be-
tween the young brigade
and the veterans that broke
out in the TMC in January-
February this year.

TN PASSPORT SCAM

Chennai, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Saturday said the
probe into a passport rack-
et involving Sri Lankan
Tamils has revealed the in-
volvement of 41 people, in-
cluding police and passport
officials, and that a final re-
port in the matter will be
filed in a court soon. The
case was being probed by
the Madurai division of the
state police's Q Branch,
that deals with extremist
activities, after it received
information that some
Lankan nationals were try-
ing to obtain Indian pass-
ports to travel abroad.

A case in this regard was
registered in September
2019, a Home Department
release here said. A probe
into procurement of pass-
ports by submitting fake
documents revealed the in-
volvement of 41 people, in-

cluding five police officials,
14 zonal passport officers
and two postal department
employees, it said. A total of
15 persons -- four Sri
Lankan Tamils and 11 trav-
el agents -- have been ar-
rested in connection with
the case so far.

Sanction has been ac-
corded by the police and
postal departments to initi-
ate action against the re-
spective employees, even as
the Madurai Collector had
in May this year gave con-
sent to file a charge sheet
against the then Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Intelligence) over the mat-
ter, it said. While sanction
has been sought from the
Centre to take action
against 14 passport officials
in December 2021, a com-
munication was received
from it seeking some clari-
fications which have been
submitted in March 2022.

Bhopal, Jul 23 (PTI): 

Union Minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday asked
the youth to draw inspira-
tion from legendary free-
dom fighter Chandra
Shekhar Azad and turn
India into a "vishwa guru"
(world leader) over the next
25 years. Thakur was ad-
dressing virtually the inau-
gural session of the two-
day state level 'Yuva
Mahapanchayat' (Youth
Mega Conference) under-
way here.

Azad, who laid down his
life fighting the British,
was born on July 23 in 1906
in Madhya Pradesh's
Alirajpur district.
Exhorting the youth, the
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
said, "Set a goal for yourself
and contribute to make the
country self-reliant. Play
your part in making India

a vishwa guru in the next
25 years. Emulate
Chandra Shekhar Azad,
who made a vital contribu-
tion in the country's strug-
gle for Independence."
Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the country had
made remarkable progress
in the sphere of start-ups,
the contribution of the
youth in which was im-
mense, he said.

"There are 65,000 start-
ups and 102 unicorns (a pri-
vately held startup compa-
ny valued at over USD 1 bil-
lion is termed a unicorn in
business parlance) today
(in the country). This
speaks of Rising India," he
asserted. The country had
managed to develop vac-
cines to combat coron-
avirus, and the number of
doses administered cross-
ing the 200 crore mark was
a huge achievement.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

A woman was allegedly
raped by two railway em-
ployees in a room at the
New Delhi station, the na-
tional transporter said on
Saturday. Four railway em-
ployees, including two
who stood guard outside
the room, have been ar-
rested. All the four ac-
cused work in the electri-
cal department, the
Railways said.

The accused have been
identified as Satish Kumar
(35), Vinod Kumar (38),
Mangal Chand Meena (33)
and Jagdish Chand (37),
according to the Delhi
Police.

The woman, who was
found on platform 8-9 on
Friday, narrated her or-
deal to officials and they
informed the Railway
Protection Force (RPF),
the Railways said.

The woman told the offi-
cials that she has been sep-
arated from her husband
for the last one year and is
engaged in a court case for
divorce. Around two years
back, she came in contact
with a man through a com-
mon friend. The man told
her that he is a railway
employee and can arrange
a job for her too, it said.

Both of them continued
talking on the phone. On
July 21, the accused invit-
ed her to his house for a
party to celebrate his son's
birthday and for buying a
new house, according to

the Railways.
He picked up the woman

from Kirti Nagar metro
station around 10.30 pm
and brought her to plat-
form 8-9 at the railway sta-
tion. He asked her to sit in
a hut for electrical mainte-
nance staff, the national
transporter said.

Later, the man came to
the hut along with his
friend and bolted it from
inside. The two sexually
assaulted the woman one
after another. Two accom-
plices of the accused facili-
tated the assault by guard-
ing the room from outside,
it said.

All the four accused
have been arrested. They
were produced before a
local court, which sent
them to judicial custody,
the Railways said.

Nagpur, Jul 23 (PTI): 

For hundreds of tribals
living in six remote ham-
lets in Maharashtra's
Gadchiroli, stocking up es-
sentials and medicines be-
fore the onset of monsoon
is an annual ritual as rains
cut off these places from
the rest of the district for
four months due to the
swollen water bodies.

Situated on the
Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh
border, Binagunda,
Turremarka, Kovakodi,
Perimilbatti, Fodewada
and Damanmarka villages
form the state's last fron-
tier. Talking to PTI, an offi-
cial based in Bhamragad

taluka, which is about 36
km from these places, said
the six hamlets surround-
ed by hills are the remotest
and last villages on the
state border.

"Nearly 500 tribals from
these villages mostly earn
their living by gathering
forest produce, cutting
bamboo and cultivating
millet called 'kosri'," he
said. While there is no
power supply in these ham-
lets, some houses have
small solar units, the offi-
cial said.

However, come mon-
soon, the lack of basic in-
frastructure may seem like
the least of the concerns
for these villages that get
cut off from the taluka and
district headquarters for
four months from July till
October as streams and

other water bodies get
swollen following rains.

A big nullah called
Gundinoor, which does not
have a bridge over it, gets
flooded during rains, affect-
ing the connectivity to the
region, he said. Tribals in
these villages have to either
walk 18 to 25 km to Laheri
village or cross the nullah
in a "donga" (small wooden
boat), the official said.

Ahead of the monsoon,
the administration reaches
out to these villages to pro-
vide essentials and life-sav-
ing medicines, which will
last for four months, he
said, adding that the near-
est healthcare facility is
about 18 km away in
Laheri.

The administration has
also appointed four 'kot-
wals' (local revenue staff),

who keep visiting these vil-
lages to apprise the author-
ities of the situation, the
official said. Before the
start of the rains this year,
the administration had
shifted expectant mothers
from these villages to a
shelter home in
Bhamragadh, as a precau-
tionary measure, he said.

Among other steps, the
authorities have approved
the construction of a
bridge on the Gundinoor
nullah and the tender
process has also been com-
pleted, the official said.

Speaking to PTI, one of
the kotwals living in
Laheri village said he has
been unable to travel to the
area, as many small
streams and nullahs start-
ed flowing during the re-
cent rains.

Shinde govt will collapse: Aaditya 
Paithan (Maha), Jul 23 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena leader
Aaditya Thackeray on
Saturday claimed that the
Eknath Shinde-led gov-
ernment will soon col-
lapse and Maharashtra
will have mid-term elec-
tions. Speaking before a
gathering of party work-
ers here on the third day
of his `Shiv Samvad
Yatra', an outreach cam-
paign, he also said the
rebel Sena legislators be-
trayed his father, then
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, when he was
unwell.

Paithan is the Assembly
constituency of Sena
MLA and former minister
Sandipan Bhumre who
has joined the rebel Shiv
Sena faction led by chief
minister Shinde. "Mark
my words.. this govern-
ment will soon collapse

and Maharashtra will
have to face mid-term
polls," said Aaditya, a for-
mer minister himself.

Rubbishing Bhumre's
claim that Sena ministers
in the previous Sena-NCP-
Congress government did
not get funds, Aaditya
Thackeray said Paithan
region got the first scheme
under the Marathwada
water-grid project.

"Bhumre was given
Assembly ticket five times.
When I thought of every-
thing we have done for
these people, tears came to
my eyes. But this is not the
time to cry, this is the time
to fight," he said.

The state faced rain fury
in the last fortnight and
many lives were lost, but
the government is being
run by only two people
(Shinde and his deputy
Devendra Fadnavis), the
Sena leader said. He called

the 40 rebel MLAs as "trai-
tors" who conspired to split
the Shiv Sena when his fa-
ther was unwell and lead-
ing the fight against the
coronavirus pandemic.

Later in the day, Aaditya
also spoke at a rally at
Nevasa in Ahmednagar
district where he praised
Shankarrao Gadakh, a
Sena ally and MLA of

Krantikari Shetkari
Paksh. "If you have friends,
they should be like
Gadakh. Your own people
(on the other hand) betray
you and turn traitors," he
said, speaking even as it
rained heavily.

"Gadakh was firm on his
decision to stay with
Uddhav-ji and kept his
commitment even after the
government was toppled.
While working in the gov-
ernment, Uddhav-ji's only
mistake was that he could-
n't indulge in politicking.

He did not snoop on his
MLAs and MPs. We will
continue to commit this
mistake, because if we
can't trust Shiv Sena work-
ers, who do we trust," he
said. Aaditya also said that
the rebel Sena MLAs who
have been "forced to revolt"
were welcome to return to
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
party if they wished so.

p As swollen water 
bodies snap road links
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̈̈ 4 railway employees
arrested

̈̈ Over half return
due to highway
closure
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People walk along the Ridge during monsoon rain in Shimla, Saturday.

MONSOON RAINS

A  devotee carries offerings during the Aadi Krithigai festival celebrations at the Subrahmanya temple, in Bengaluru, Saturday. 

AADI KRITHIGAI FEST

Predicts mid-term polls in Maha

Six hamlets in Gadchiroli face
annual monsoon ordeal 

Woman gang-raped 
inside New Delhi station

‘Probe reveals involvement of
police and passport officials’

Emulate  Azad, play your part
in making India ‘vishwa guru’

ANURAG THAKUR TO YOUTH

Partha Chatterjee: From trusted lieutenant
of Mamata to ‘scam-tainted’ minister

Over 7,000 pilgrims leave for
Amarnath cave shrine from Jammu

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims stand in a queue to enter the
Bhagwati Nagar-base camp in Jammu.



Daughters are not liability: SC
New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Daughters are no li-
ability, the Supreme
Court has said while
dealing with a matter
relating to payment of
maintenance to a
woman by her father.

The observation from a
bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S
Bopanna came on Friday
after the counsel appearing
for the man said that the
woman is a liability.

"Daughters are not a lia-
bility," Justice
Chandrachud observed
while referring to Article 14
of the Constitution which
deals with equality before

law.
The apex court had in

October 2020 noted that the
counsel appearing for the
applicants had stated that
no amount was paid to-
wards the arrears of main-
tenance computed at Rs
8,000 per month for the
daughter and Rs 400 per
month for the wife after
April 2018.

It had then directed the
man to pay Rs 2,50,000 to his
spouse and daughter within

two weeks. Later, when the
matter came up for hearing
in May this year, the bench
was informed that the wife
had died last year.

The counsel appearing
for the man had told the
apex court that he has duly
paid the arrears of mainte-
nance and referred to the
bank statements.

"In order to enable the
court to have a factual re-
port on whether the order
for the payment of mainte-
nance has been complied
with, we request the regis-
trar (judicial) to prepare a
factual report after ascer-
taining the position from
the counsel appearing on
behalf of the petitioners

and the respondent," the
court had said in its May
order. It had said that report
of the registrar (judicial) be
prepared within eight
weeks.

When the matter came
up for hearing on Friday,
the bench was informed
that the woman is a lawyer
and has cleared prelims of
a judicial services exam.

The top court observed
that the woman should con-
centrate on her exams so
that she is not dependent on
her father.

After the bench was in-
formed that the woman and
her father have not spoken
to each other since long, the
court suggested they talk.

Deepesh Bhan dies
MMuummbbaaii:: TV actor Deepesh
Bhan, best known for
appearing
in comedy
shows
Bhabiji
Ghar Par
Hai! and
FIR , died
on Saturday. He was 41.
Actor Kavita Kaushik,
Bhan's co-star from the
popular show "FIR", shared
the news of his demise on
her Twitter page. In shock,
gutted, pained with the
news of Deepesh Bhan
passing away at the age of
41 yesterday, a very impor-
tant cast member in f.i.r,
she wrote.

Suspended 
KKeennddrraappaarraa:: A teacher of a
government-run high
school in Odisha's
Kendrapara district was
suspended on Saturday for
allegedly molesting a 15-
year-old girl student of the
educational institution,
officials said. The teenag-
er's father filed a com-
plaint against the teacher,
alleging that the class 10
student was molested on
the school premises.

Seized
CChheennnnaaii:: Assorted gem
stones totaling 1,746
pieces worth Rs 94.34 lakh
was seized at the airport
here and a Sri Lankan
national was arrested in
this connection, the cus-
toms department said on
Saturday. Acting on specif-
ic inputs, the authorities
intercepted the passenger
who arrived here from
Colombo recently, a press
release from
Commissioner of Customs
K R Uday Bhaskar said.

Rescued
SShhiilllloonngg:: Six children were

rescued and 73 people

arrested from a "brothel"

allegedly run by BJP's

Meghalaya vice-president

Bernard N Marak in Tura

on Saturday, a senior

police officer said. Rimpu

Bagan, a farmhouse

owned by militant-turned-

politician Marak, was raid-

ed on the basis of a tip-off,

West Garo Hills district's

Superintendent of Police

Vivekanand Singh told PTI.
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BRIEF

Kanwariyas carrying holy
water from the Ganga river

walk during their pilgrimage in
the month of Shravan, in

Gurugram, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind Saturday asked po-
litical parties to rise above
partisan politics in national
interest and decide what is
necessary for the welfare of
people.

In his farewell address to
parliamentarians at
Parliament's Central Hall,
Kovind emphasised the
value of peace and harmo-
ny, saying people have a
right to oppose and create
pressure to pursue their
goals, but their methods
must be Gandhian. His com-
ments assume significance
at a time when parliamen-
tary proceedings have been
frequently disrupted due to
the Opposition's protests

over a number of issues.
Kovind said he always con-
sidered himself as a part of
the larger family, which in-
cluded the members of par-

liament. They may have dif-
ferences at times like any
family has, but they should
work together for the larger
interests of the country, he

said. Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla joined the ceremony
to bid farewell to the outgo-
ing President whose term
ends on Sunday.

President-Elect Droupadi
Murmu will take oath as the
15th President of India on
Monday. She will be the first
tribal person to occupy the
country's highest constitu-
tional post.

Kovind congratulated
Murmu and said the coun-
try will benefit from her
guidance.

He said he will always be
grateful to the citizens of
country for giving him the
opportunity to serve as
President.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The government has
changed the country's flag
code by allowing the tri-
colour to fly both day and
night and be machine-
made besides use of poly-
ester.

The move came as the
government is going to
launch a 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' (hoisting of flag
in every home) from
August 13 to 15 as part of
the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

In a letter to secretaries
of all central ministries
and departments, union
home secretary Ajay
Bhalla said the display,
hoisting and use of the
Indian national flag is gov-
erned by the Flag Code of
India, 2002 and the
Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act, 1971.

The Flag Code of India,
2002 has been further
amended through an order
on July, 20, 2022 and clause
(xi) of paragraph 2.2 of
Part-II of the Flag Code of
India, 2002 shall now be
read as under:- (xi) "where
the Flag is displayed in
open or displayed on the
house of a member of pub-
lic, it may be flown day
and night". Earlier, the tri-
colour is allowed to be
flown from sun rise to sun
set, irrespective of weath-
er conditions.

Similarly, paragraph 1.2
of Part-I of the Flag Code
of India, 2002 shall now be
read as under: 1.2.

Kolkata, Jul 23 (PTI):

West Bengal
Industry Minister
Partha Chatterjee
was arrested by
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED) on
Saturday in connec-
tion with its investi-

gation into the alleged
school jobs scam, an official
of the agency said.

The TMC secretary gen-
eral, who was the state edu-
cation minister when the
scam took place, was arrest-
ed after around 26 hours of
grilling in connection with
the probe since Friday

morning. "We are keeping a
close watch on the situa-
tion. We will come out with
a statement at an appropri-
ate time," TMC spokesper-
son Kunal Ghosh said.

Speaker Biman Banerjee
said the ED must inform
the speaker before arrest-
ing a member of the assem-
bly.

"The ED or CBI, while ar-
resting any MP or MLA,
has to inform the speaker of
the Lok Sabha or assembly.
This is the constitutional
norm. But I have not re-
ceived any communication
from ED about Chatterjee's
arrest," he said.

Korea, Jul 23: 

A 13-year-old girl was al-
legedly abducted and
raped by three persons,
one of whom is a minor, in
Korea district, police said
on Saturday.

The police on Friday ap-
prehended the accused,
who are residents of
Mauharpura in
Manendragarh town,
Manendragarh station
house officer Sachin Singh

said. Korea is a neighbour-
ing district, located 190 km

from Korba. The incident
took place on the night of
July 11, when the girl had
stepped out of her house
to meet a friend in the lo-
cality, the official said.

The minor accused al-
legedly waylaid the girl,
took her to an isolated spot
and raped her, he said,
adding that the boy also
threatened the victim.

On July 14, the boy and
two other accused took the
victim to a godown in
Chainpur area in a car and
raped her, Singh said.

Rajnandgaon, Jul 23: 

A 22-year-old man was ar-
rested from neighbouring
Maharashtra on Saturday
for allegedly killing a minor
girl over a one-sided love af-
fair in  Rajnandgaon dis-
trict, police said.

The accused, Chhabil
Kurre, a resident of
Katalwahi village, was ap-
prehended from Nagpur,
R a j n a n d g a o n

Superintendent of Police
Prafull Thakur said.

The 15-year-old girl was
found dead with a slit
throat in some bushes near
Dangora dam in
Dongargarh town on
Wednesday, he said.

The Class 9 student had
not returned home from
school and her family had
lodged a missing person's
complaint on Tuesday
night, the official said.

SP ends alliance
with Rajbhar and

Shivpal Yadav
Lucknow, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The Samajwadi Party on
Saturday told allies Omprakash
Rajbhar and Shivpal Singh
Yadav that they are free to go,
signalling a break-up after the
two supported the BJP presi-
dential candidate in the just
concluded polls. In a letter to
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) President Omprakash
Rajbhar, the Akhilesh Yadav-led
SP said while they are fighting
the BJP, Rajbhar "has a partner-
ship" with the saffron party and
was helping it. It said he is free
to go if he feels he will get
more respect there.

Kangaroo courts
affecting health

of democracy: CJI 
Ranchi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

Agenda-driven debates and
kangaroo courts being run by
the media are detrimental to
the health of the democracy,
Chief Justice of India (CJI) NV
Ramana said on Saturday.
Delivering the inaugural lec-
ture instituted in the memory
of Justice Satya Brata Sinha
here, CJI Ramana said media
trials affect the fair function-
ing and independence of the
judiciary. "Media trials can-
not be a guiding factor in
deciding cases. Of late, we
see the media running kanga-
roo courts at times on issues
even experienced judges find
difficult to decide. Ill-
informed and agenda-driven
debates on issues involving
justice delivery are proving to
be detrimental to the health
of democracy," he said.
"Biased views being propa-
gated by media are affecting
the people, weakening
democracy, and harming the
system. In this process, jus-
tice delivery gets adversely
affected. By overstepping and
breaching your responsibility,
you are taking our democracy
two steps backward," he
added. Print media still has a
certain degree of accounta-
bility, he said, adding that
electronic media has zero
accountability as what it
shows vanishes into thin air.
At times, there are concerted
campaigns in media, particu-
larly on social media, against
judges, he said.
Owing to the frequent trans-
gressions and consequent
social unrest, there is a grow-
ing demand for stricter media
regulations and accountabili-
ty, CJI Ramana said.
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PREZ FAREWELL SPEECH

‘Must rise above politics......’

Outgoing President Ram Nath Kovind greets Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the latters farewell function at Parliament
House in New Delhi, Saturday. Tricolour can be flown day, night

̈ Govt tweaks flag code
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M Bengal minister Chatterjee arrested 

West Bengal Minister Partha
Chatterjee being produced at
a court after he was arrested
by Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officials in connection

with its investigation into the
teacher recruitment scam, in

Kolkata, Saturday.

Following the arrest of West
Bengal Minister Partha
Chatterjee by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with
a money laundering case,
Trinamool Congress accused
the Bharatiya Janata Party of
using probe agencies for polit-
ical vendetta. The party also
said that it will take action
against the minister if he is
proven guilty. We are closely
watching the situation and we
have all faith in the judiciary.
After the judiciary gives its
verdict, we will be able to
make a decision. 

‘Will act if minister
found guilty’

HEINOUS CRIME

13-year-old abducted, raped
̈ Three held

The incident took place on
the night of July 11, when
the girl had stepped out of
her house to meet a friend
in the locality. The minor
accused allegedly waylaid
the girl, took her to an iso-
lated spot and raped her.On
July 14, the boy and two
other accused took the vic-
tim to a godown in Chainpur
area in a car and raped her.

About the incident

One-sided Love Affair

Man held for killing
15-year-old girl

SSV students excel in
AISSE & AISSCE results

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233::  In AISSE and AISSCE
results of the session 2021-22 de-
clared by CBSE Delhi on 22nd July,
2022, the students of Sri
SankaraVidyalaya, Sector-10 have
once again proved their mettle.In
class X results, 29 scored above 90%.
The toppers of class X are Kirti Singh
with 97.6%, P Lavanya with 97.2%,
AnushreeSahu 96.4%, PriyalShailesh
96.4%, Utkarsh Bhardwaj 96%,
Anushka Manna 95.4% and
ShrijaKanaujaiya with 95.2%.

In the Commerce stream,
Shriyansh Tiwari bagged the first
position with 96.2%,
ShrikantSudhirHarne secured the

second position with 95.6% and
AnshikaJyotishi came third with
93.4%. In class XII Maths stream,
Md AaqibKhatibi secured the first
position with 93.6%, Adya Pandey
bagged the second position with
90.6% and Yash Singh Bhaduria se-
cured the third position with
89.4%. In the Biology stream,
Jahnvi Singh and SmritiAchary to-
gether notched the first position
with 96.8%, D Pranavi bagged the
second position with 95.8% and
KhyatiTamrakar secured the third
highest marks with 93.8%. The
management, Principal, Vice-
Principal and staff congratulated
the children for their excellent per-
formance in the board exams.

DAVIPS students come out with flying colours 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233::  The students of
Class X ( 2021- 2022 )  of DAV
Ispat Public School Sector-2
Bhilai, added yet another glori-
fying moment in its academics
when the second batch of
Class X upgraded to the next
with flying colours and with a
100% result.  It's the 2nd
batch, but after the COVID du-
ration of exams in online mode
and internal assessments, it's
the 1st batch of the school that
has appeared for a regular

written examination this year.
The school feels extremely
proud of the students and the
teachers who had been the
driving force behind the suc-
cess story of these students.
The school has given a 100 %
result with 6 students scoring
above 90%, 12 students above
80% , 13 students above 70%
and 14  students above 60% 

The school has already
made its mark in the
Academics field in the past few
years and this result has added
more gems to the studded

crown of the school. The
Headmistress, Priyanka
Shukla, proudly expressed her
heartiest congratulations to all
the students namely
Rajshikhar ( 94.6%), Pranay
Sahu ( 93%), Suyash Kr Shukla
(92%) , DivyanshSahu( 90.6% )
, KanhaJaiswal ( 90.6 %) , and
Aanchal  ( 90% ) in particular.
She further extended her grati-
tude to all the staff for their
constant endeavour and perse-
verance which today paid
them back in the form of the
cent percent result.

Rohit Panda wins silver medal in 33rd International Biology Olympiad
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Rohit
Panda is the only student
from Chhattisgarh repre-
sented India in
33rdInternational Biology
Olympiad (IBO) held at
Yerevan city of Armenia
from 10 to 18 July 2022.
Rohit Panda, S/o Ranjan
Kumar Panda,
DGM(HME), SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant and Roopali
Panda, had participated in
33rd International
Olympiad on Biology.

He is the only student to
be selected from the state of
Chhattisgarh for this pres-
tigious Olympiad. The par-
ticipants of the Olympiad
had to go through 4 rigor-

ous screening rounds to
qualify for the 5th level of
the International
Olympiad.

After qualifying the rig-
orous rounds of Biology
Olympiad conducted by
HomiBhabha Science
Education Centre(HBCSE),
Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Mumbai, he was se-
lected to represent INDIA
along with 3 students from
different states of India.

After two weeks of train-
ing at HBCSE, TIFR, they
participated in the
International Olympiad on
Biology at Armenia where
students of more than 60+
countries participated with
every country sending up

to 4 participants.
The tests were highly in-

novative and mind blog-

ging and were a litmus test
to choose the very best
budding biologists from

throughout the world.
They had two theoretical
papers of 3hrs duration

each and four practical ex-
aminations of 1.5 hrs each.
After these rigorous test-
ing methods, He won
Silver for our Country
India.

Further the
International Group proj-
ect was a Project competi-
tion under the wing of
International Olympiad on
Biology. He along with one
student of Denmark and
one student of Singapore
participated in the project
in their topic of choice in
Biology.

The project was about a
"3 Way Symbiosis between
Plant, Fungi and Virus
which could be used to
eradicate various relevant
Problems to the Society."

Their project won First
Prize which was unani-
mous in choice by various
delegates and a 7 member
International Jury
Committee.

It is noteworthy that the
HomiBhabha Science
Education Center, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai organ-
izes Olympiad examina-
tions in Physics,
Chemistry, Biology,
Astronomy, Junior Science
and Mathematics. Under
this, competition is organ-
ized at four levels in India.
Students after passing
these four levels are select-
ed for the fifth level
International Olympiad.
After passing these four

levels, Rohit Panda has
qualified for the
International Olympiad of
Biology. Only 4 students
from the entire country
have qualified for this pres-
tigious Olympiad.

Rohit Panda, a 12th stan-
dard student of DPS,
Bhilai has been a mar-
velous student since the
beginning. Master Panda
has previously bagged a
Silver medal in South-east
Asian Mathematics
Olympiad. He has also se-
cured the 1st position in
International Informatics
Olympiad, qualifying his
place in Hongkong. The en-
tire Bhilai collective is
proud of Rohit Panda's
achievements.

Plantation drive held 
at Income Tax Office  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2233:: Under the direc-
tions of Principal Chief
Commissioner of Income Tax
(MP & CG) Bhopal and Principal
Commissioner of Income Tax
(VU)-1, Indore, tree plantation
drive was organised here at
Income Tax Department, Bhilai,
Office of the Deputy
Commissioner (REAC)(VU) -
1(3)(1 ) Office of Indore Station
Bhilai. Deputy Commissioner of
Income Tax Rajesh T Pali, Chief
Guest Gitesh Kumar, Joint
Commissioner of Income Tax,
Range-1, Bhilai, Special Guest
Ajay Bhasin, State General
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Manohar Krishnani,
In-Charge Chamber of
Commerce Bhilai Zone 2, Income
Tax Department Bhilai officers
Vinod Marar, ShobhaVenugopal,
Varghese George, Sujit
Bhattacharya, SP Ruban and
Ajay Bhagat and Income Tax
Inspector Bhola Prasad Mandal,

Roopa Pillai, Deepa Nair, Rita
Vashnik, Sushila P Nair and
Rajan Kumar, multi-tasking
workers and Venugopal and their
companions participated in the
tree plantation drive. This event
was a part of the Azadi Ka
AmritMahotsava. Over 25
saplings of different trees were
planted in the campus.

GNESSS excels in AISSCE 2021-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Like every
year, this year also Guru
Nanak English Senior
Secondary School, Sector-
6, Bhilai students passed
with flying colours. The
class 12th students ex-
celled in the AISSCE-2022
conducted by CBSE. In
the Science section,
Manish Sharma topped
with 95.5% secured 1st po-
sition, MD
SarhaanQuershi stood at
second position and
Anamika Ray secured
third position.

From the Commerce
Section, Gurjeeet Kaur
topped with 92.5%,
Manpreet Kaur stood at
second position and
Umeshwari Sinha secured
third position. Overall re-
sult is excellent.

On their grand achieve-
ment, the chairman of
school education commit-
tee Sardar Tara Singh con-
gratulated and blessed
them for their bright fu-
ture. President of Shree
Guru Singh Sabha
SardarKulwant Singh,
Vice president
SardarGurudev Singh and

SardarManjeet Singh,
Treasurer Sardar PP
Singh Ahluwalia, General
Secretary Sardar GS Flora
Singh, Joint Secretary
SardarBaijit Singh,
SardarJasbeer Singh,
Secretary of School edu-
cation committee
SardarHarmeet Singh,
treasurer SardarBaldev
Singh, member of school
education committee
SardarAmardeep Singh,
Sardar Marylander Singh,
and Principal of School
Mona Singh also congrat-
ulated and blessed them
for their bright future.

Budding Table Tennis
Champ achieves success
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Adding an-
other feather in the cap of
achievements in the RPS
galore, a student of class
VI of Rungta Public
School, Kashvi Jain made
it to the State level champi-
onship in Table Tennis,
playing in the under 19 cat-
egory. Kashvi will be par-
ticipating for selection at
the National Level on
August 4, 2022.

Her extraordinary per-
formance has been appre-
ciated by everyone who
witnessed her match that
was played in
S h a n k a r a Vi d y a l ay a ,
Sector 10, Bhilai.

The incredible moment
has generated hope for all
the aspiring players of dif-
ferent disciplines of sports
of RPS. Kashvi has been
playing Table Tennis for
the past 3-4 years and is
steadily gaining confi-
dence and finesse in her
selected sport. She has
been training under
Ramanan.

The principal of the
school, Manas Chatterjee
was joined by the entire
team of Staff and students

of RPS in congratulating
Kashvi for this exemplary
feat. Chatterjee said that
the school will provide
every possible support and
guidance to Kashvi so that
she progresses further and
further in achieving suc-
cess in her chosen sport of

Table Tennis. The
Chairman of SRGI, Sanjay
Rungta and Director
SaketRungta extended
their good wishes and
blessings to Kashvi and ex-
pressed their desire to see
her rising to greater
heights.

BSP’s Blast Furnace#8 crosses 10 MT milestone
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: Bhilai Steel
Plant's largest Blast
Furnace - Blast Furnace 8
(BF 8), christened
Mahamaya has become the
fastest in SAIL to have
crossed the 10 million
tonnes (MT) cumulative
production on 21st July
2022. Director In-charge,
Bhilai Steel Plant,
AnirbanDasgupta congrat-
ulated the members of
Mahamaya Team and all
supporting shops & depart-
ments for becoming the
fastest among the other
two blast furnaces in SAIL
of similar capacity. BF 8's
journey from 9 MT to 10
MT has been completed in
160 days.

The graph of daily pro-
duction from Bhilai's mod-
ern blast furnace
Mahamaya with advanced
automation & control sys-
tems has risen steadily
since its blowing in on 2nd
Feb 2018. The 10 MT mile-
stone has been crossed by
BF 8 in 1631 days after
blowing-in. BF 8 has be-
come the fastest in SAIL to
have achieved the 10 MT
milestone - 68 days before
furnace of similar capacity

in Rourkela Steel Plant and
268 days before furnace of
similar capacity in IISCO
Steel Plant.

A ceremonial cake was
cut in BF 8 Control Room
on 22nd July 2022 in pres-
ence of Director In-charge,
Dasgupta, ED I/c (P&A)
KK Singh, AK Bhatta, ED
(Project), ED (Works)
Anjani Kumar, ED (MM),
Mukhopadhya, CGM I/c
Services, SN Abidi, CGM
I/c (Iron) Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM (Finance) Dr A K
Panda, Chief Medical
Officer I/c, Dr
Ravindranathan, other
senior officers of the Plant
and members of the BF
Collective.

Congratulating mem-
bers of Team Mahamaya,
Blast Furnace collective
and associated shops and
departments, Director In-
charge, Dasgupta said it is
a joyous occasion for all of
us that BF 8 has become
the fastest in SAIL to have
achieved this milestone.

Director I/c urged the
young and energetic BF 8
team to maximise benefits
from Industry 4.0 projects
in this modern furnace.
The BF 8 team is capable of
doing wonders, he said,
adding that they should
now aim for further hiking
daily rate of production
while maintaining zero ac-
cident rate.

With higher levels of
production, the next 10
Million Tonne milestone
can very well be achieved
in 1330 days, he said. He as-
sured that the manage-
ment will stand by the
team both in times of cele-
bration as well as in diffi-
cult times. KK Singh, ED
I/c (P&A), Anjani Kumar,
ED (Works), SN Abidi,
CGM I/c Services also ad-
dressed the gathering and
congratulated the spirited
team of BF 8.

Earlier, welcoming the
gathering of senior offi-
cers and BF collective to
the celebrations, Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron)
thanked all supporting

shops & departments for
their help and support in
the entire journey of BF 8
to 9 MT. He assured that
Team Mahamaya would
continue to perform just
as well as they have done
so far.

Proposing the vote of
thanks, Arvind Gupta, GM
(Electrical) BF 8 assured
all present that the en-
thused team of BF 8 will
work with even more ener-
gy now and achieve the
targets given.

It may be recalled that
BF 8 crossed cumulative
production of 1 MT on 18
Oct 2018, i.e. 259 days after
blowing-in of the furnace.
The 2 MT milestone was
crossed in 424 days after
blowing-in on 1st April 19.
The 3 MT milestone was
crossed on 9th Sept 19.

The 4 MT milestone was
crossed on 11th Feb 20. The
5 MT milestone was
crossed on 9th July 20. The
6 MT milestone was
crossed on 6th Dec 20. The 7
MT milestone was crossed
on 26th April 21. The 8 MT
milestone was crossed on
26th Sept 21. The 9 MT
milestone was crossed on
11th Feb 22 in a record time
of 138 days.
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Fastest among similar furnaces in SAIL to do so

DAV Hudco students shine
in CBSE Class X results

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 23: DAV
Hudco students of Class X
brought laurel to the
school in the AISSE
Board Examination con-
ducted by the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), results
of which were announced
on 22 July, 2022. The result
was exemplary.

Total 252 students ap-
peared in the examina-
tion. Out of which 14 se-
cured above 95%, 17se-
cured above 90 % and 71
students secured above 80
%.The overall aggregate
of the school is 73.9%.

The students who se-
cured above 90%  are
Aditi Geete 98.6%,
Gaurav Singh 98.2%,
LakshyaSahu 98%,

Shrutika Pandey 97.8%,
ManasDhote 97.2%, Neha
Binu 97%, EktaKosevara
96.6%, VadaliTarini
96.4%, VivekSahu 96.2%,
ShifaAlam 95.2%,
Mrudula Mahajan 95.2%,
Pushkar Pandey 95%,
Sudiksha Tiwari 95%,
Shubhashish Mukherjee
95% , MayankSahu
94.8%, Soumil Trivedi
94.6%, Unnati Gupta
94.4%, Lucky Raj 94%,
AbhinavJha 94%,
MadhujaSaha 93.8%,
Sneha Das 93.4%, Kavita
Bajaj 92.8%,
P u s h p a l D e s h m u k h
92.2%, Ashutosh Sharma
92%, Nikhil Kumar
Diwan 91.4%, Ipshita
Dutta 91.2%, Aayush
Agrawal 91%,
UjjwalaSahu 90.8%,
AshutoshShrivtastav

90.8%, Shreya Pandey
90.6%, Anal Qureshi 90%.

Principal Prashant
Kumar said that the pan-
demic resulted in a shift
from classroom learning
to digital learning.
Therefore, we focused on
developing strategies to
improve academic
achievement which is
being reflected in the per-
formance of our students
in the board examina-
tion.

Eagerly taking up the
academic challenges, the
teachers and students
worked throughout the
year for a good perform-
ance. He congratulated
students for their scintil-
lating performance and
teaching faculty for their
determination and hard-
work.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY, JULY 24,  2022

‘State govt committed to promoting
Chhattisgarhi art, literature and film’

Raipur, Jul 23: Artists, pro-
ducers, directors, lyricists,
musicians, singer-singers
and technicians associated
with the Chhattisgarhi film
industry were honored at
the Chhattisgarhi Film
Festival which concluded at
Shaheed Smarak Bhavan
here today. According to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel who attended the
closing ceremony, the real
reward for the artists is the
response they get from the
audience. Addressing the
closing ceremony Baghel re-
iterated commitment of his
government to promote
Chhattisgarh art, culture
and film.

The journey of
Chhattisgarhi films started
in 1965 with ‘Kahi Debe
Sandesh’ and ‘Ghar-Dwar’,
which is continuing. The

Chhattisgarhi film industry
has seen many ups and
downs. These films have
highlighted social system,
social evils and social envi-
ronment. Apart from enter-
tainment in the minds of
the audience, there is an ex-
pectation of a feeling of
pride about Chhattisgarhi
culture through films.
Culture Minister Amarjit
Bhagat, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
State Food Commission

Chairman Gurpreet Singh
Babra were specially pres-
ent at the closing ceremony.
Talking about the journey
of Chhattisgarhi films, the
Chief Minister said that
“Kahi Debe Sandesh” had
hit caste scenario of the
time and at the same time,
the broken family ties were
underlined in “Ghar-Dwar”.
Almost every Chhattisgarhi
film has depicted the social
system and social environ-
ment, he added.

Swami Vivekananda a role model for the youth: Baghel
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2233::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has said that
Swami Vivekananda inspired
the youth to move forward
throughout life by setting
goals with good health and
building good character.
Swami Vivekananda is a role
model for the youth, he said,
adding that the national
memorial to be built in the
memory of Swami
Vivekananda ji in Raipur, the
capital of Chhattisgarh, would
not be less than all his monu-
ments established so far and it
would be our endeavor to
make this monument the best.
Baghel was addressing the
‘Vivekananda National Youth
Conference’ organized at
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth,
Kota, Raipur today. 

It was informed in the pro-
gramme that there are three
memorials of Swami
Vivekananda in America and
12 in India. Swami
Vivekananda’s 16th memorial
would be set up in Raipur. The
Chief Minister urged the office
bearers of Ramakrishna
Mission and Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth present in the con-
ference, the guests of the con-

ference to give suggestions
regarding the nature of the
memorial to be established in
Raipur.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
bowed before the portrait of
Swami Vivekananda and lit the
lamp to inaugurate the nation-
al conference organized under
the Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. The pro-
gramme was presided over by
Shrimat Swami
Nikhileshwaranand ji,
President of Shri Ramakrishna
Ashram, Rajkot. Parliamentary
Affairs Secretary Vikas
Upadhyay was present in the

programme as a special guest.
The conference was organized
by Vivekananda Vidyapeeth,
Raipur in collaboration with
the Department of Culture.
The students of Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth gave a musical
presentation of the state
anthem and patriotic song.

Today there is a need to
spread and assimilate the
ideas of Swami Vivekananda ji
in the society, Baghel said
while addressing the confer-
ence. Vivekananda has a deep
attachment to Chhattisgarh.
After Calcutta, Swami
Vivekananda spent the most

time in Raipur. Raipur airport
was named after Swami
Vivekananda. 

In this regard, the Chief
Minister recalled that while in
opposition, he had brought a
non-official resolution in the
Vidhan Sabha to name the
Raipur airport after
Vivekananda. The personality
of Swami Vivekananda ji is so
vast that in his name the mem-
bers of the parties and the
opposition agreed and the res-
olution was passed in the
assembly.

Baghel said in relation to
Swami Ramakrishna
Paramhansa and Swami
Vivekananda Bhavdhara in the
conference that Ramakrishna
Paramhansa talked of connect-
ing everyone and this idea was
realized by Vivekananda.
Swami Ramakrishna
Paramahansa had said that
whatever method you pray or
worship, you will reach only
one God. Whichever way you
go, you will reach the same
place. He talked about equali-
ty, talked about connecting,
this is the strength of India.
Many religions have emerged
from the soil of India. We

should respect all religions.
Referring to the works of Ram
Krishna Mission and
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth in
Chhattisgarh, he said that the
work of connecting children
with the light of education and
human welfare is being done in
these institutions.

Swami Vivekananda had
said that we have to accept the
science of the West and the
spirituality of India will have to
be accepted by the West, only
then humanity will progress,
Baghel said. 

Swami Nikhileshwaranand
ji, reiterating the statement of
Swami Vivekananda told the
youth to love India and get up,
wake up and do not stop till the
goal is achieved. He said that
Swami Vivekananda was a
visionary of the era. He talked
about giving all possible sup-
port for the memorial to be
established in Chhattisgarh. Dr
Omprakash Verma, Secretary,
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth deliv-
ered the welcome address. On
this occasion, office bearers of
Swami Vivekananda
Vidyapeeth, guests and youth
attending the conference were
present in large numbers.

St. Xavier’s Bharni excels
in CBSE Board Exams

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 23: The stu-
dents of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni have
proved mettle in academ-
ics by outshining in CBSE
board exams. Divyanshi
Soni of class XII got 100
marks in Chemistry and
scored 96.6 % marks in ag-
gregate whereas Palak
Agarwal-93, Abhishek
Santani-92.2, Anshika
Tiwari-91.8, Smriti
Chandrakar- 91.2 scored
in AISSCE conducted by
CBSE. 139 students passed
the exam in first division
whereas 330 are the sub-
ject distinctions.

Similarly, the students
of class X have also out-
shined in AISSE conduct-
ed by CBSE wherein the

school has produced 100%
result. Nupur Kaushik got
the first position in school
by scoring 96.2 % marks
whereas Krishna
Agarwal 95.4, Amitesh
Sonwani 95.2, Aastha
Patel 94.8, Muskan Sahu-
94.6, Maitree Sharma-
94.6, Daminee Sahu-94.4,
Ritika Dewangan-93.8,
Bhavya Gupta- 93.8,
Anushka Jain- 93.2,
RimJhim Sharma-92.2,
Amisha Tiwari-92, Nidhi

Kumari-90.4 percent
marks.

Dr. GS Patnaik
Managing Director of the
school congratulated all
the students, parents and
staff members for produc-
ing excellent board re-
sults. The school princi-
pal Jitinder Singh Hundal
also congratulated the
students and parents. He
extended thanks to all the
teachers for their hard
work involved in it.

Actress turned writer Deepti shares her 
childhood experience through her book

Raipur, Jul 23: “‘A country
called Childhood’ is a
metaphor for the childhood
I experienced in Amritsar, a
childhood filled with love,
adventure, mystery, tragedy,
and joy.” said Deepti Naval,
during The Write Circle
event held by The Ehsaas
Women of Raipur last
evening here.

Conversationalist for the
evening was Kalpana
Choudhary instructional
mentor / Director Emeritus
NH Goel World School and
fellow Ehsaas Woman.

Deepti Naval who is a
noted an Indian film actor,
director, writer, painter, and
photographer took the audi-
ence on the journey of her
writing process, she started
writing the book 25 years

ago, it is after finishing the
first 4 chapters that she re-
alised that this book needed
extensive research. She re-
traced her childhood jour-
ney from Lahore to
Amritsar.

Naval recalls the influ-
ence the stories of her
mother, her paternal grand-

mother and her maternal
grandmother had on her.
She used to hear stories
about her paternal grand-
mother which moulded her
into a gritty woman.

Naval’s book takes us to a
tour of the city of Amritsar,
the period of war with
Pakistan, the mass migra-

tion of people, and the way
it catered characters in her
life, from which she could
draw inspiration. She un-
covers, in great detail, life in
an unconventional Punjabi
family while plunging the
reader into the distinctive
sights, smells, and sounds of
a fast-vanishing India.

Starting at the moment of
her birth on a rainy night,
she tracks her journey to
adulthood, a path punctuat-
ed by many personal turn-
ing points as also momen-
tous events of national im-
portance, such as the Sino-
Indian War of 1962 and the
Indo-Pak War of 1965.

Chh’garh govt to soon start process to
recruit 10,000 school teachers: CM 

Raipur, Jul 23: The
Chhattisgarh government
has announced that it
would soon start the
process for recruitment of
10,000 school teachers in
the state, where Assembly
elections will be held next
year.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made the an-
nouncement in the state
assembly on Friday
evening while answering
to a debate on the demand
proposals for the first sup-
plementary budget of the
ongoing financial year
2022-23. “The process of re-
cruitment of 10,000 new
teachers will be started
soon. Since 1998, the state
government has recruited
14,000 teachers so far...,” he

said. Baghel said that as
many as 163 mobile veteri-
nary units would be rolled
out soon for the treatment
of animals, for which a
provision of Rs 10 lakh has
been made in the supple-
mentary budget.

In the supplementary
budget, a provision of Rs
266 crore has been made
for giving dealer margin
amount to operators of
Public Distribution
System (PDS) shops under
universal PDS scheme, Rs
100 crore for gram distri-
bution in scheduled and
general areas, Rs 250 crore
for the construction works
and procurement of med-
ical equipment for medical
colleges in Korba, Kanker
and Mahasamund and a

Cancer Institute in
Bilaspur, Rs 25.50 crore for
setting up ‘devgudi’ and
‘ghotul’ in tribal areas, he
said. Devgudi are places of
worship of tribals, while
ghotul is a tradition as per
which young boys and
girls come to celebrate any
festival at a place called
ghotul and they are free to
choose their own life part-
ner there.

“Despite the Centre
slashing the state’s due
share of financial re-
sources, the state’s rev-
enue receipt in the finan-
cial year 2021-22 was Rs
79,688 crore, which in-
cludes the revenue receipt
of Rs 41,000 crore from the
state itself. while from the
Centre it stood at Rs 38,688

crore,” he said. During the
second wave of coron-
avirus pandemic, the state
government had borrowed
a market loan of Rs 4,000
crore to arrange necessary
resources for public wel-
fare works and capital ex-
penditures in the first
quarter of 2021-22. Out of
this loan amount, Rs 3000
crore have been paid, the
chief minister added.

After discussion, the
supplementary budget of
Rs Rs 2904.42 crore for the
ongoing fiscal was passed
in the assembly. With the
passage of the first supple-
mentary budget, the size of
the total state budget in-
creased to Rs 1,15,507 crore
for the financial year 
2022-23.

Parts of city flooded, drain
water spills over roads

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: It rained
throughout Saturday,
drenching several parts of
the city. Before onset of
monsoon rains the civic of-
ficials kept on holding
meetings over the problem
of water logging in the
city but when it rained,
the situation remained the
same.

Even Jai Stambh
Chowk, which is the most
prominent area of ??the
city, had a river-like view
on the road. Cars moving
fast in the middle of the
water seemed to be water
boats from afar. Roads
were flooded in parts like
Professor Colony,
Bhathagaon, GE Road and
Kandul.

The road leading from
Ghadi Chowk to Jai
Stambh Chowk is one of
the most prominent
stretches of Raipur city.
Commercial properties
worth crores of rupees,
tehsil offices, DKS hospi-
tals, malls and shops are
situated on this stretch.
But mismanagement
comes to light as soon as it
rains heavily. Polluted
water enters the show-
rooms. Problem of water-
logging is so severe that
seeps inside the cars mov-
ing at this place. Similar
situation prevailed on
Saturday.

Professor Colony, one of
the selected posh locali-
ties of Raipur city was
also seen waterlogged due
to continuous rainfalls on
Saturday. Despite being
aware of the situation the
concerned civic authori-
ties failed to take appro-
priate steps to improve
sewerage system in the
area. Water-logging in
Sector-3 of the area was so

heavy that even wheels of
the bike were submerged
due to rains. Polluted
water from drain entered
into rooms of the houses
which are close to the
road. However, by evening
the water receded.

Bhathagaon area was
also seen submerged due
to rains. Labourers who
move in large number for

livelihood from this part
of the city faced difficulty
to cross flooded roads by
bicycles. When the cars
were passing through the
road, the dirty water kept
entering the shops on the
roadside throughout the
day in the form of a wave.

A nullah in Kandul was
overflowing to such an ex-
tent that it caused flood-

ing on entire nearby road.
Bike riders kept passing
through the road amidst
strong flow. The plots of
many people present
nearby were so sub-
merged that they could
not be seen for hours. Due
to the lack of proper
drainage facilities, such
situations arise every
time in the area.

Baghel rushes to meet party
high command amid rift 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: As the rift
in the ruling Congress in
Chhattisgarh deepens
after Cabinet TS Singhdeo
quit one of the depart-
ments he held, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
left for Delhi on Saturday
evening and is likely to
meet the party high com-
mand there during his
stay on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet
minister Singhdeo who
had been absent from
Chhattisgarh for last four-

days, too will reach Delhi
with the objective to meet
the party’s top brass to
present his stand after he
had expressed his annoy-
ance over being ignored in
the decision making
process.

CM Baghel, who has
been appointed as the
Congress’ senior observer
for the upcoming
Assembly elections in
Himachal Pradesh, is like-
ly to hold discussion in
this regard with senior
party leaders on Sunday.

“The chief minister
would be on day-long visit
to New Delhi on Sunday
after leaving the state cap-
ital on Saturday evening.
Baghel is likely to ap-
praise the party high com-

mand of the develop-
ments within the state
unit after the Singhdeo
episode.

It is notable that
Singhdeo, who is locked
in a turf war with Baghel,
resigned from his post of
the minister of panchayat
and rural development,
hinting that he was side-
lined in the state govern-
ment after which the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel had entrusted the
responsibility to the
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey.

The sudden develop-
ment, which has come
over a year ahead of the
state Assembly elections,
is being seen as bitter fall-
out of an old political ri-

valry between Baghel and
Singh Deo, who was seek-
ing the chief minister’s
post under a purported
power-sharing agreement.
Differences of opinion on
key issues has given op-
portunity to the principal
opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to grill
the treasury bench during
the ongoing Monsoon
Session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.
Speculations is rife that
CM Baghel may express
his ire over the approach
of his colleague who had
made the four-page letter
public after sending it to
his office. All eyes are to-
wards the move of both
the senior leaders during
their visit to New Delhi.

Singhdeo too would
meet high com-
mand separately 

Divyanshi Soni
scores 100/100 in
Chemistry
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Order issued to return compensation worth cr
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2233:: In the
Rawghat rail project of the dis-
trict, the irregularities in the
land acquisition case have
started coming to fore.
According to the order of the
High Court Bilaspur on this
matter, Bastar Collector
Chandan Kumar has issued
orders in the matter of land
acquisition for the rail route. In
which notice has been issued
to Neelima Belsaria W/o T.V.
Ravi and Bali Nagvanshi S/o
Buter Nagvanshi in connection
with the acquisition of private
land located in village Palli,
Aghanpur, Kangoli and
Ghatpadamur under the
Department Jagdalpur for
Jagdalpur Rawghat new rail
line project. 

In the said notice, an order
has been issued to return the
compensation amount of
crores of rupees wrongly
received in the Rawghat rail
project within 15 days to the
PD account of Collector Bastar
through cheque.

Apart from this, Collector
Bastar issued a memorandum

to the District Registrar and
ordered a ban on the sale of the
property of Bali Nagvanshi S/o
Butter Nagvanshi and Neelima
Belsaria W/o TV Ravi.
According to the memorandum
issued, the court has also
banned the sale of private land
and property of his family
members till further orders.

NIA raids based on diary
of Naxalite leader

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: On the
basis of the recovered diary
of Naxalite leader Akkiraju
Hargopal alias
Ramakrishna alias RK in
the encounter of Tiriya in
Bastar in the year 2019, the
NIA on Tuesday raided
three different places in
Andhra Pradesh and seized
many incriminating docu-
ments and electronic evi-
dence. NIA has issued a
statement in this regard
that in the encounter that
took place on July 25, 2019,
between security forces and
Naxalites in Tiriya forests
of Bastar district, 6
Naxalites and one villager
was killed. RK alias
Avikaraju Hargopal, the
leader of the Central
Committee of Naxalites,
narrowly escaped in this en-
counter. A large number of
arms, ammunition and
Naxalite literature were re-
covered after the encounter.
A diary of Naxalite leader
RK was also recovered from
the spot. In which the
names of many people and
the amount given by them
were inscribed in Telugu. It

is notable here that the
Naxalite leader RK alias
Ramakrishna was active in
the Naxal organization for
last four decades.

The Chhattisgarh Police
suspects that this diary con-
tains information about the
urban network of
Naxalites. Therefore, the in-
vestigation of this case was
handed over to the NIA by
the police. It is being told
that the NIA had also issued
notices to the people record-
ed in the diary, but people
kept evasive on the pretext
of Covid. After this, the NIA
on Tuesday claimed to have
seized many important evi-
dences by conducting raids
in Vijayawada and
Prakasam districts of
Andhra Pradesh. NIA offi-
cials have not disclosed
their names.

According to police
sources in Andhra Pradesh,
NIA has raided the house of
Naxalite leader RK in
Vijayawada. Apart from
this, information has also
been received about the raid
of a contractor and a suppli-
er by NIA.

Commissioner and IG visit flood affected areas 

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade and Bastar
Range IG Sundarraj P.
today visited the flood af-
fected area in Konta, the
block headquarter of
Sukma district. After dis-
cussing with the people in
the relief centers, duo in-
quired about the damage
caused due to floods and
the facilities being provid-
ed in the relief camps.
During this, they took cog-

nizance of cleanliness,
water supply, electricity
system, food system etc. in
the relief camps.

Commissioner Shri
Dhawade has directed to
provide food at the relief
center to the people well
on time. Along with this,
instructions were given to
further improve the sani-
tation system. During
this, Sukma Collector
Haris. S, SP Sunil Sharma
and other officers were

present. In the relief
camp, people informed
that all necessary facili-
ties are being provided to
them by the local adminis-
tration.

Overview of the ongo-
ing survey work in the
ward

All the officers includ-
ing the Divisional
Commissioner Dhawade
inspected the wards most
affected by the floods in
Konta Nagar. During this,
he also observed the sur-
vey work in Ward 14. He
directed the officers, pat-
waris engaged in the sur-
vey work to maintain all
the details systematically,
so that the damage could
be properly assessed, and
compensation amount
could be provided to the
affected as per rules.

Cong govt has lost its right
to be in power: Mandavi

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: BJP
District President
Roopsinh Mandavi com-
ing down heavily against
the Bhupesh government
charged that the Congress
government which be-
trayed the trust of the peo-
ple has lost its right to re-
main in power. He said
that senior Congress min-
isters, holdingi No. 2 posi-
tion in the the state gov-
ernment, TS Singh Deo,
who was a strong con-
tender for the post of Chief
Minister, has tendered a
resignation through a let-
ter to the CM. Every word
of it is signifies conspira-
cy and deception being
done with the people of
Chhattisgarh. BJP has
been raising this question
continuously. He said that
even if this letter is to be
believed, the Congress
government has done the
work of taken away the
right for shelter from 8

lakh needy and poor fami-
lies i.e. 40 lakh people
under PM Aawas Yojana.
However, this figure has
now reached 16 lakhs. In
this way the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has done the act
of making 80 lakh people
homeless.

He said that a person be-
comes poor in building a
house. Bhupesh govern-
ment has destroyed the
settlements, people were
not even allowed to settle
down.

Despite getting huge

help from the Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre, the
Congress government of
the state has committed
atrocities against the poor
by not giving their share of
assistance.

On the other hand, in its
manifesto, the Congress
had said prominently
mentioned to provide
housing to the people liv-
ing in rural areas. He said
that on what basis the in-
sensitive government,
which conspired to keep
the poor homeless, has re-
mained till now. Mandavi
said that the government,
which made tall claims of
employment in the state,
embezzled hundreds of
crores by getting the work-
ers of MGNREGA to
strike with a conspiracy.
Roop Singh Mandavi ques-
tioned CM Bhupesh
Baghel and said that every
word of the letter written
by the senior minister of
his government is pierc-
ing the heart of public.

Dengue cases cross 300 mark 

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: On find-
ing 24 new dengue positive
patients in Bastar district
on Tuesday, the total num-
ber of dengue positive pa-
tients in the district has
crossed 300. Along with
dengue, malaria patients
are also being found in
large numbers. Meanwhile,
a dengue patient died dur-
ing treatment in MPM on
Tuesday. Within a fortnight,
three people, including a
child, have died of dengue.

According to the infor-
mation received, Joshi, a
resident of village
Titirgaon, who was suffer-

ing from Dengue, died on
Wednesday. Due to the pres-
ence of dengue-malaria pa-
tients in the rural areas in-
cluding the city, it has start-
ed becoming a challenge for
the health department. The
health staff is taking it very
seriously due to the increas-
ing number of dengue pa-
tients. After the sudden in-
crease in the number of pa-
tients suffering from
dengue, the number of pa-
tients in Medical College

Jagdalpur Hospital has in-
creased manifold. Every ef-
fort is being made by the ad-
ministration to prevent
spread of dengue and
malaria. People are being
screened by reaching door-
to-door. Along with the
health staff, public repre-
sentatives and administra-
tive staff are also making
efforts to prevent dengue
and malaria. Due to the
rainy season, more season-
al diseases have been
recorded. Due to the rain,
the spraying of the medi-
cine is not getting the right
result.

Local MLA Rekh Chand
Jain and Mayor are ensur-
ing spraying of medicines
and anti-larvae in sensi-
tivee areas and are distrib-
uting mosquito nets in

many wards during heavy
rains. MLAs themselves are
leaving no stone unturned
to make people aware in
urban and rural areas. But
due to the increasing num-
ber of patients, fear of
dengue and malaria has
started increasing among
the general public. The par-
ents are most worried
about the small children
going to school because the
parents remain suspicious
about the drinking water
system of the schools. It is
very important to monitor
the drinking water system
of schools. An appeal is
being made by the public
representatives to the gen-
eral public that the instruc-
tions circulated by the gov-
ernment should be strictly
followed.

Engg College renamed as Jhada
Sirha Govt Engineering College

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  2233:: The name of
Government Engineering College
Jagdalpur will now be known as
Jhada Sirha. This college has
been renamed as Jhada Sirha
Government Engineering College,
Jagdalpur by the state govern-
ment. It is worthwhile to mention
here that during the stay of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel in
Bastar, this demand was made by
Balram Maurya President Bastar
District Congress Committee

(Rural) and member
Chhattisgarh Bhawan and Anya
Sannirman Karmakar Kalyan
Mandal in Muria court on behalf
of Chhattisgarh Government.

During the Bastar Dussehra
Muria Durbar, Bhupesh Baghel
had announced to rename the
Government Engineering College
after Jhada Sirha. In compliance
of which an order to this effect
has been issued by the Ministry
of Skill Development, Technical
Education and Employment
Department, Mahanadi Bhawan,
Nava Raipur. 

Due to this efforts of Balram
Maurya, there is a wave of happi-
ness among the representatives
of the society. The representa-
tives and members of the society
have expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for the same.

DPS Durg students excel 
in Class XII exam 

Durg, Jul 23: Delhi Public
School Durg has excelled
once again in class XII
Board Examination AISS-
CE -2022. The School made
its mark with 37 students
scoring 90% and above out
of the 323 students appear-

ing in the examination. 82
students scoring 80% and
above, 166 students were
from the Science stream,
129 were from Commerce
stream and 28 students
were from the Humanities
stream.

The stream wise topper
of the school’s class XII
Board examination 2022
was Sambhav Jain
(Commerce stream) scor-
ing 98.2%. , Aryan
Vachhani (Science stream)
with 96.8% and Vani Sahu
(Humanity stream) with
92.4%.

The School
Management, Principal &
Teachers of Delhi Public
School Durg extended
their heartiest congratula-
tions and blessings to the
achievers and all students
for the excellent results
and hope that they contin-
ue this journey of excel-
lence with renewed vigour
and zeal.

Yoga practice competition
organised in Atmanand School
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: District
level school sports com-
petition is being organ-
ised under the guidance
of District Education
Officer Vinod Rai on the
instructions of Collector
Iffat Ara. The competi-
tion is being conducted
under the supervision of
District Sports Officer
Shivbhajan Singh. On
July 20, School Sports
Competition Yoga was or-
ganised at Atmanand
Hindi Medium School,
Vishrampur, in which
boys and girls of the age
group of 14, 17 and 19
years participated. The

District Sports Officer
said that Yogasan calms
the mind along with pro-
moting the energy level
in the body. In such a situ-
ation, it can be said that
regular practice of yo-
gasanas can be very help-
ful  to increase the quali-
ty of life. The practice of
yoga connects the body,
breath and mind.
Yogasanas combine phys-
ical postures, breathing
exercises and meditation
to improve overall
health. Yoga also im-
proves posture and flexi-
bility of the body by im-
proving the overall fit-
ness level. To reduce the
risks of many health

problems, practicing yo-
gasanas daily is benefi-
cial. Participants from
various schools enthusi-
astically participated in
this competition. The
sports officer said that
the selected participants
would participate in the
divisional level school
sports competition. To
make the competition
successful, the PT teach-
ers including JP
Gendale, Kaushalya
Singh, Ishaq Tirkey,
Kamal Nikunj, Vikram
Usmania, Suklal Yadu,
Rohit Rawat, Anmol
Tigga, Rajkumar Nayak
and Sameer Kerketta
were present.

Arhar, Urad and Moong to be 
procured on support price 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23: Arhar,
urad and moong will be
procured from farmers
at support price in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23 by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. It will be procured
through Chhattisgarh
State Cooperative
Marketing Federation,
Markfed. Arhar and
Urad will be purchased
from farmers at the rate
of Rs 6600 and Moong at
the rate of Rs 7755 per
quintal. Urad and Moong
will be procured from
October 17, 2022 to

December 16, 2022 and
Arhar will be procured
from March 13, 2023 to
May 12, 2023. 25 Krishi
Upaj Mandis with
godown and storage fa-
cilities have been identi-
fied as procurement cen-
ters for the purchase of
tur, moong and urad.

Detailed guidelines
have been issued by the
Ministry of Agriculture
Development and
Farmers Welfare and
B i o t e c h n o l o g y
Department to all the
D i v i s i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Collectors, Markfed and
Mandi Board for pro-
curement of Arhar, Urad
and Moong crops at min-
imum support price in
the state. The necessary
physical resources,
equipment and human
resources will be

arranged by Markfed at
the procurement center.

After registering the
farmer on the Unified
Farmer Portal, the avail-
able data will be given to
NAFED. The above data
will be integrated by
NAFED in the E-
Samridhi portal for pro-
curement and tagging of
the above farmers will be
done from the selected
procurement centers. On
the basis of the above
data, payment will be
made by purchasing
from the farmers. Field
verification and random
verification of farmers’
land, area sown crop etc.
will be done. Along with
ensuring the display of
the FAQ product for the
general information of
the farmers in the pro-
curement centers, it will
also be ensured that the

tur, urad and moong of
the FAQ standard are not
sold at the procurement
center at less than the
support price. FAQ
Quality procurement
will be closely moni-
tored.

A state level joint team
will be formed with
NAFED for random sam-
pling, which will inspect
the procurement center
from preparation to col-
lection. The printed re-
ceipt of the quantity pur-
chased from the farmer
in which the due amount
is mentioned, will be
given to the farmer after
signing by the in-charge
of the procurement cen-
ter. It is worth mention-
ing that in the Kharif
season 2022, the target of
cultivating tur in one
lakh 40 thousand
hectares, moong in 22

thousand hectares and
urad in one lakh 75 thou-
sand hectares is target-
ted. The agriculture de-
partment has estimated
the production of 94,500
metric tonnes of tur,
12,100 metric tonnes of
moong and 70,000 metric
tonnes of urad in the
state. In the agricultural
market of Bhatapara,
G a r i a b a n d ,
Mahasamund, Basna,
Durg, Bemetra,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
K h a i r a g a r h ,
Dongargarh, Gandai,
Kawardha, Pandaria,
Mungeli, Lormi, Sakti,
Raigarh, Ambikapur,
Surajpur, Ramanujganj,
Jashpur, Kondagaon,
Keshakal and
Narayanpur the pur-
chase of tur, moong and
urad will be done on the
support price.

AAPI gives medical 
equipment worth Rs 75 lakh

to Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 23:
American Association of
Physicians India Origin
(AAPI) has provided six
nos. of ‘Allied Meditech
Vista Intensive Care
Ventilator with

Compressor’ worth Rs.75
lakh to Chhattisgarh. The
association has given
these machines to the
state under its Covid re-
lief programme. These
ventilators will be in-
stalled in the district hos-
pitals of Rajnandgaon
and Gariaband and the
Urban Community
Health Center at
Gudhiyari, Raipur. Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
has thanked the American
Association of Physicians
India Origin for this coop-
eration. Expressing grati-
tude to the President of
the Association, Dr. Ravi
Kolli, former President Dr.
Anupama Gotimukula
and the President of the

Covid Relief Committee,
Dr. Sujit Punnam, he said
that these devices would
help in the treatment of
serious patients of Covid-
19 in the state. The Chief
Minister has also thanked
the President of
Chhattisgarh NRI Nacha,
Ganesh Kar, for the coor-
dination between the
Health Department and
AAPI, for whose initiative
the state has got these
equipments. It is notewor-
thy that the American
Association of Physicians
of Indian Origin (AAPI)
has more than 80 thou-
sand doctors practicing in
the United States of
America. This association
is working since 1982.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
thanked the associa-
tion

These devices will be
installed in two dis-
trict hospitals and
one urban communi-
ty health center

Agriculture
Department issued
guidelines for  pro-
curement

SSaammbbhhaavv  JJaaiinn AArryyaann  VVaacchhhhaannii VVaannii  SSaahhuu

Sameep Kujur
excels in Class X

Raipur, Jul 23: Sameep
Kujur, student of DPS
Raipur excelled in Class X
CBSE Board examination
by scoring 98 % marks.
Her proud parents are Dr
Devpriya Lakra, HOD
Medicine, Dr Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital Raipur
and Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru
Medical College Raipur
and father Dr S P Kujur is
HOD Surgery Department
Government Medical
College Ambikapur.

p As 24 new dengue
positive patients
found, 3 died

Jagdalpur, Jul 23: A
19-year-old girl,
Romika, has died after
falling from the seventh
floor of NMDC Colony
in Chokawada near
Nagarnar Steel Plant

on Tuesday. The de-
ceased girl used to work
as a sweeper in the
houses of the people of
the colony. Since the in-
cident, it is not yet clear
whether the girl com-
mitted suicide or was
murdered. CSP
Hamesagar Sidar said

that on receiving infor-
mation about the death
of the girl, forensic ex-
perts and the police
team were on the spot.
The guards of the
colony are being inter-
rogated. All aspects re-
lated to the girl’s death
are being investigated.

Girl dies after falling from 7th floor 
p Of NMDC Colony



ED should stop acting like agent of BJP: Rathore

Bijapur, Jul 23: On Friday,
as per the instructions of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee,
Congmen from District
Congress Committee (DCC)
Bijapur protested at district
headquarters against the
ED's summons to Congress
National President Sonia
Gandhi.

During this, DCC District
President Lalu Rathore
charged that the ED is act-
ing like an agent of BJP. The
role of the ED is nothing but
the propaganda machinery
of the BJP in the Modi-led
government. ED should stop
acting like agent of BJP.

Lalu Rathore further said
that Congress President
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi raise voice against

Modi government, which
are related to the people and
the future of the country.
But in reply to this Modi

government sends ED no-
tice to avoid answering the
question of Congress
National President Sonia

Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.
The voice of the workers,
the poor, the farmers, the
youth, being raised by the

leader duo at the Centre was
not allowed to be sup-
pressed.

Municipality Bijapur
President Benhur Rawatiya,
Vice President Purushottam
Sallur, Nagar Panchayat
Bhairamgarh President
Sukhmati Manjhi, BCC
President Lachhu Ram
Maurya, Ramesh Pambhoi,
Ramesh Yalam, Shailesh
Mandavi, Mahila Congress
District President Geeta
Kamal, DCC spokesperson
Jyoti Kumar, District
General Secretary Sukhdev
Nag, Jitendra Hemla,
Bijapur Municipality
Councillor Kalaam Khan,
Sahil Tigga, Laxman Kadti,
and others from nearby
Nagar Panchayat were pres-
ent in the protest.
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Koriya, Jul 23: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
along with SP Trilok
Bansal observed fish seed
production at Belbahra, a
fish seed farm in
Manendragarh block, here
and distributed nets and ice
boxes to the women self-
help group of Udalakchar
Gothan engaged in fish-
eries.

The fisheries department
official said that the total
water area of the farm is
1.52 hectares, where fish
seed culture is done in 0.52
hectares and breeder stor-

age is done in
one hectare of
water area. In
the year 2022-23,
the district has
been given a de-
p a r t m e n t a l
spawn produc-
tion target of 12
crores, out of
which 5 crores
are to be done
from Belbahra
and 7 crores from fish seed
farm Jhumka Baikunthpur.

To promote fish produc-
tion in the district, the
Collector directed to in-
crease the target of the dis-
trict further. The Collector

has given instructions to in-
crease the livelihood activi-
ties by cultivating 25-25
lakh fish seed spawn at
100% grant by selecting the
beneficiaries in two
Gauthan of each develop-

ment block.
The Collector also in-

spected Anganwadi Center
Nagpur (Bazar Para) and
took stock of the quality of
hot food being given to ane-
mic women in the form of
nutritional plate. He met
the children in the
Anganwadi and took feed-
back from them about the
Anganwadi.

He directed the SDM to
take prompt action for the
necessary improvement of
Anganwadi. He also in-
spected PHC Belbahra.
During this SDM
Manendragarh and district
level officers were present.
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Bilaspur, Jul 23: Under
the chairmanship of Alok
Kumar, General Manager,
South East Central
Railway (SECR), a semi-
nar was organized on July
21 in the auditorium at
South East Central
Railway Headquarters on
measures to effectively
check heinous crime like
child trafficking.

Amiya Nandan Sinha,
Inspector General-cum-
Principal Chief Security
Commissioner, Railway
Protection Force, South
East Central Railway,
Bilaspur, Mrs. Hamida
Siddiqui, Deputy Advocate
General, Dr. Satish
Srivastava, Psychiatrist,
Head of Department, State
Mental Hospital, Sendri,
Mr. Ashim Mukherjee,
President , CWC/Bilaspur,
Mrs. Snehil Sahu, CSP
City, Kotwali Bilaspur, Mr.
Sandeep Sharma,
President/Dedicated/Volu
ntary Organization, Mrs.

Parvati Verma, DCPO,
Bilaspur, Mr. Sanjay
Namdev, District
Coordinator/KOTPA,
Baban Prakash,
BBA/SECR/ made their
dignified presence.

In his address at the
seminar, Alok Kumar,
General Manager, South
East Central Railway said
that human trafficking, es-
pecially of women and
children, sexual exploita-
tion, prostitution, forced

labour, forced marriage,
domestic slavery, begging,
organ transplantation, is
an organized crime and it
is the most heinous viola-
tion of human rights.

He further said that as
per the directions of
Railway Board, Anti-
Human Trafficking Units
(AHTU) have been consti-
tuted at all important sta-
tions of South East
Central Railway from
February 2022.

538 children separated
from their families have
been rescued. Important
and useful
information/guidelines
were given by the speakers
to the field force officers
and force members re-
garding measures to pre-
vent child trafficking
through railways. Railway
Protection Force officers
and a large number of
force members were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 23:
Sambalpur Division of
East Coast Railway cele-
brated Iconic week "Azadi
Ki Rail Gadi Aur Station"
from 18th July to 23rd July
2022 under the aegis of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'
with organising various
events to mark 75 years of
Indian independence.

The closing ceremony
was celebrated at
Sambalpur Railway
Station on 23rd July 2022
which was attended by

about 300 Railway staff
and general public.The
event was connected to
live telecast from New
Delhi.

On the occasion
Divisional Railway
M a n a g e r, S a m b a l p u r,
Pradeep Kumar felicitated
the descendants of two
great freedom fighters of
the Sambalpur region,
namely Madho Singh and
Chandra Sekhar Behera.

During week long cele-
bration, several Nukkad
Natakas on the theme of
freedom struggle were or-

ganized. A selfie point and
a Photo gallery of freedom
fighters of Sambalpur was
also inaugurated on 18th
July 2022 at Sambalpur
Railway Station.

DRM also led a march
consisting of Railway staff
and students of the nearby
school and members of
Scouts & Guides. Two
Prabhat pheri were also
organized during the
week. Railway staff were
encouraged to install the
National Flag on their
house which saw a very
good response.

Mingachal river in spate, 
low lying areas flooded

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jul 23: Due to
heavy rains in Bijapur dis-
trict on Friday night, once
again the river drain of
Bijapur district is in spate
and the connectivity of
many villages in the inte-
rior areas has been cut off
from the district head-
quarters. Flood situation
is prevailing due to rising
water level of Mingachal
river, 20 km from district
headquarter Bijapur.

Water of Mingachal
river is also entering into
CRPF camp near the river.
Due to the influx of
Mingachal river, there is a
flood situation due to
ingress of water of
Mingachal river in the
lower areas of the river
Jhabgutta, Pindumpal,
Tumla and Komla villages.

According to the infor-

mation received from the
office of Collector (Land
Records Branch), Bijapur
district, due to the rain on
Friday night, the average
rainfall in the district has
been recorded 90.3 mm in
a single day on June 23. In

the last 24 hours, the high-
est rainfall was recorded
in Bijapur tehsil which
was 144.2 mm. Bijapur
District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
and Superintendent of
Police Anjaneya Vashnai

visited the flood af-
fected areas and took
stock of the flood sit-
uation and gave nec-
essary instructions.
Giving information
over phone to
Central Chronicle,
District Panchayat
member Somaru
Kashyap of Kutru
area said, "Due to the
spate of Mingachal
river, there is a flood
situation in the vil-
lages like Jhabgutta,
Pindumpal, Tumla
and Komla etc.

Three families are
trapped in the flood,

which the local adminis-
tration is engaged to res-
cue. In the absence of rain,
the flood waters are likely
to recede in the next 24
hours. The interior areas
have lost contact with the
district headquarters."
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BJP DWC meeting concludes
Central Chronicle News

G o u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 23:
Bharatiya Janata Party
District Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi District Working
Committee meeting was
held at District BJP Office,
Gaurela. In the meeting,
plans were made regard-
ing the upcoming program
and organizational topics.

District BJP President
Kanhaiya Singh Rathore
said that the organization
is going to organize big
events in the coming days
and movements will be
done against the promise
made by the state govern-
ment with unemployed
youth. The meeting was
conducted by District
General Secretary Rakesh
Chaturvedi.

After the meeting,
sweets were distributed by
the BJP workers by light-
ing fireworks on the elec-
tion of Draupadi Murmu
to the post of President.
District officers Dilip
Yadav, Dinesh Maravi,

Manorama Gupta, Ankur
Gupta, Mukesh Dubey,
Vibha Naharel, Pranav
Marpachi, Prakash
Namdev, Sandeep Jaiswal,
Yogendra Singh Naharel,
Manish Agarwal,
Chhotelal Soni, Shankar
Chakradhari, Lusunsing
Rathore were prominently
present in this meeting.

Pushpendra Tripathi,

Kamlesh Yadav, Ayush
Mishra, Ajay Tiwari,
Ashish Pandey, Parasmani
Tanwar, Rajkumar Puri,
Ritesh Farmania, Sunil
Shukla, Ganesh Jaiswal,
Santosh Sonkar, Sunny
Agwani, Ashutosh
Mishra, Rajkumar Rohini,
Sanjay Pal, Shiv Sharma,
Indrapal Tiwari, Vijay
Baghel, Ramnaresh

Sharma, Abhay Verma,
Akarsh Singh, Rajendra
Yadav, Dayachand Porte,
Laxmibai, Shivram Singh
Porte, Umesh Kashyap,
Bhavesh Kesharwani,
Rashid Khan, Sandeep
Gupta, Bablu Vaishnav,
Kabir Mishra, Suryakant
Singh and many other offi-
cials and workers were
also present.

Iconic Week celebrated 
in Sambalpur Division

SECR holds seminar organized 
on child trafficking

Memorandum submitted
demanding release of

Gangrel water 
AArraanngg,,  JJuull  2233:: A memorandum has
been submitted by Kisan Sangharsh
Samiti to Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Chief Engineer
of Mahanadi Reservoir Project, AK.
Nagariya and Superintending
Engineer to release Gangrel River
water into the Mahanadi main canal
so that this water can be used by the
farmers of the villages affected by
the low rainfall coming in the com-
mand area of Gangrel.  Committee
coordinator Bhupendra Sharma has
informed that the current rainfall is
not uniform in the villages of the
command area of Gangrel and in
about 40-45 villages of Budeni sub-
division of Bhatapara branch canal
under Mahanadi Reservoir Project,
due to low rainfall, the timely work
of agriculture is affected and agri-
culture is lagging behind if there is
no rain in these areas within 3-4
days.  In view of the situation of
water being filled up to full capacity
in Gangrel and the water coming
into Gangrel from its catchments
area is still being released into
Mahanadi, instead of throwing this
water into the river, it should be
dumped in the Mahanadi main
canal, so that the farmers of needy
villages can use this water he said.
Mrs. Lakshmi Sahu, Sarpanch of
Bithia, Mrs. Draupati Verma,
Sarpanch of Tulsi (Asoda), Beldar
Seoni Sarpanch Mukesh Verma,
Village Asoda Sarpanch Rajesh
Sahu, Village Budeni Sarpanch
Janakram Yadu, Village Mohadi
Sarpanch Dhanesh Kumar Dhruv
and others were present.

Counseling completed for admission in SAGEMS
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Rajim, Jul 23: The gov-
ernment has announced
the opening of Atmanand
English medium school
in the city from this year.
In the building of the
Government Higher
Secondary School cam-
pus of the city, English
medium classes will be
conducted from class I to
XII.

And in series to the ad-
mission the school, in
total 2602 applications
were received, of which
1226 have been declared
ineligible, while the eligi-
ble count stands to 1376.

Divisional Magistrate
Avinash Bhoi said that in
the school premises on
Saturday 23rd July, the
draw will be done with
complete transparency in

the presence of the prin-
cipal teachers and par-
ents of the school.

The form has been
filled online from July 1 to
July 10. After this the

counseling of 2602 appli-
cations received was com-
pleted in 10 days. At pres-
ent, this process is being
done under the supervi-
sion of BL Dhruv,
Principal of Government
Higher Secondary School.

It is noteworthy that
out of 1376 students, only
600 students are to be ad-
mitted in a count of 50-50
students for each class
from class I to class XII.
Interestingly, the appoint-
ment of English medium
teachers has not yet been
made; therefore there is a
question mark on the fu-
ture of the students get-
ting admitted.

1376 eligible and 1226 ineligible in 2600

Collector inspects nutritional
index in Anganwadi center

Cong's sit-in protest against ED’s summons to Sonia Gandhi

FAREWELL FUNCTION

Outgoing President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and others arrive to attend the farewell
function of the outgoing president, at Parliament House Complex in New Delhi,
Saturday, July 23.

Kallakurichi school girl laid to rest,
thousands bid tearful adieu

Cuddalore (TN), Jul 23 (PTI):

Thousands of people
from the agrarian
Periyanesallur village in
the district on Saturday
joined the family in bid-
ding a tearful adieu to the
Class 12 student whose
body was found on her
school hostel premises in
Kallakurichi on July 13.

Those from neighbour-
ing villages too paid their
homage, as an incon-
solable father demanded
justice for his daughter’s
death. He was accompa-
nied by the 17-year old’s
younger brother and other
family members and vil-
lagers during the funeral
procession which began at
about 10.30 AM.

The body of the girl stu-
dent was brought in an
ambulance from the
Kallakurichi government
hospital where it was kept
for the last 10 days, after

the grieving mother
signed the papers accept-
ing the mortal remains for
performing the last rites.

The girl’s parents
agreed to receive the body
after the Madras High
Court on Friday ques-
tioned the delay in accept-
ing it and asked them to do
so on Saturday morning
for the final rites.

The ambulance carry-
ing the girl’s body and the
police escort vehicle collid-
ed with a container lorry
on the way, about 10 km
from Veppur on the
Tiruchirappalli bypass
road but no casualties
were reported.

State Labour Minister C
V Ganesan, who repre-
sented the State govern-
ment and the district
Collector were also among
those who paid homage to
the girl’s body kept in the
village before it was taken
in a procession for the last

rites.
The body of the girl was

draped in new clothes and
a biology book was placed
by her side before she was
laid to rest.

The class 12 student of a
matriculation school in
Kanimayoor in
Kallakurichi district was
found dead under suspi-
cious circumstances on
the school hostel premises
on July 13 leading to
protests. Her parents sus-
pected foul play and re-
fused to accept the body
and even sought the
court’s intervention for a
re-postmortem in the
presence of a doctor of
their choice. But the plea
was declined by the
Supreme Court.

The tragic incident led
to violence on July 17 and
the school was vandalised,
documents and certifi-
cates burnt and property
was damaged.

Seven of 19 missing labourers found in Arunachal jungle
Itanagar, Jul 23 (PTI):

Seven of the 19 labourers
who went missing from a
road construction site in
Arunachal Pradesh were
found in a forest area, a sen-
ior officer said on Saturday.

The seven labourers were
found in a forest near Huri
village in Damin of Kurung
Kumey district on Friday
night, deputy commissioner
Nighee Bengia said. “Their

health conditions are not
good and medical assis-
tance is being provided.
Their families have been in-
formed. The search is on for
the other 12 labourers,” he
said. The labourers, natives
of Assam, fled the remote
road construction site at the
India-China border on July
5 after they were denied
leave to go home for Eid. In
two-three groups they took
off for their homes on foot

through jungles, the officer
said. The labourers have
been missing since then, he
added.

Bengia had earlier said
that the body of one of the
missing labourers was
found in a river, but after
the circle officer of
Koloriang who visited
Damin to take stock of the
situation found no such
body, he went back on his
statement.

NIA declares Rs10 lakh reward for KTF terrorist
New Delh, Jul 23: 

The National
Investigation Agency
Friday announced a cash re-
ward of Rs 10 lakh on
Canada-based chief of
Khalistan Tiger Force, who
is linked to a conspiracy to
kill a Hindu priest in
Punjab’s Jalandhar last
year. The declaration of re-
ward on the wanted terror-
ist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
resident of village
Bharsinghpur in Phillaur
area of Jalandhar, came
nearly three weeks after the
NIA filed a chargesheet
against him and three oth-
ers in connection with the

attack on the priest.
“Nijjar is wanted by the

NIA in a conspiracy case
hatched by KTF to kill a
Hindu priest at Jalandhar.
Nijjar is presently residing
in Canada and is the Chief
of Khalistan Tiger Force,”
the federal agency said in a
statement.

It said Nijjar is also pro-
moting a secessionist and
violent agenda of Sikhs for
Justice in India.

“NIA has declared a Cash
Reward of Rs 10 Lakhs
against Nijjar...Any infor-
mation pertaining to the ab-
sconding accused leading to
his arrest or apprehension,
may be shared...the identity
of the informer shall be
kept secret,” the NIA said.

The agency shared tele-
phone, WhatsApp and
telegram numbers of its
Delhi headquarters and
Chandigarh branch office
besides email addresses for
people to give information
about him.

BSF fires at Pak drone in Jammu;
search launched

Jammu, Jul 23:

The Border Security
Force opened fire at a
Pakistani drone after spot-
ting it near the
International Border (IB)
in Kanachak sector of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
senior official said on
Saturday.

A blinking red light was
observed by the troops
coming from Pakistan side
in Kanachak area at 9.40
pm on Friday, he said.

Alert BSF troops fired at
it, he said.

The troops launched a
search operation in the

area, which is still going
on, he said.

Earlier, police had bust-
ed three Lashkar-e-Taiba

(LeT) modules arresting
seven of its members and
recovering huge cache of
arms, ammunition, and
explosive material report-
edly dropped by 20 drone
sorties from Pakistan.

Reportedly, LeT had set
up three terror modules in
Jammu and Rajouri dis-
tricts to collect and trans-
port weapons dropped by
drone in border areas of
Jammu, Samba, Kathua
and Rajouri districts to
terrorists in Kashmir.

Yasin Malik begins hunger strike in Tihar Jail

Jammu, Jul 23:

Chief of the banned
Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front, Yasin
Malik, who is serving life
term for cases including
funding terrorism, has
begun a hunger strike in-
side Tihar’s jail, prison of-

ficials said on Saturday.
Malik, who is lodged in

jail number 7 of the Tihar
prison, has alleged that his
case is not being investi-
gated properly as he com-
menced his hunger strike
on July 22.

Malik, who was arrested
shortly after the JKLF was

banned in 2019, was on
May 19 this year convicted
by an NIA court in terror
funding cases and sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment on May 25.

The NIA court while
sentencing Malik to life
term also imposed a fine of
Rs 10 lakh.

He told the court that he
did not contest the charges
brought against him.

On July 15, Rubaiya
Sayeed, the sister of
Peoples Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mufti
and daughter of former
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed identi-
fied Malik in connection
with her kidnapping by
JKLF militants on
December 8, 1989.

Rubaiya was abducted
in Srinagar on December
8, 1989 and freed from cap-
tivity after five days on
December 13 after the then
V P Singh government at
the Centre, released five

terrorists in exchange.

Cong slams Smriti Irani over ‘illegal’
Goa bar; baseless, says lawyer

New Delhi, Jul 23:

The Congress on
Saturday demanded that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should sack Union
Minister Smriti Irani, al-
leging that an “illegal
bar” was being run in
Goa by her daughter, a
charge rejected by her.

In a statement, the
lawyer of Irani’s daugh-
ter, Kirat Nagra, said his
client is neither an owner
nor operating the restau-
rant called Silly Souls
Goa and has not received
any show cause notice
from any Authority what-
soever as alleged.

Nagra said various “er-
roneous, frivolous , mali-
cious and defamatory so-
cial media posts being
made by various vested
quarters trying to settle
political scores with our
client’s mother, the
renowned politician
Smriti Irani each of
which are predicated on

blatant falsities”.
Terming the charges

“baseless”, the lawyer
said, “It is unfortunate
that they have resorted to
spreading a false propa-
ganda only to sensational-
ize a non issue without as-
certaining true facts and
with a predetermined ob-
jective of defaming Our
Client for solely being the
daughter of a political
leader.”

Noting that it is a “very
serious issue”, the
Congress also shared a
copy of the show cause

notice given to the bar,
and said the excise offi-
cial who gave the notice is
reportedly being trans-
ferred after pressure from
authorities.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera told re-
porters that there are se-
rious charges of corrup-
tion against Irani’s family
and her daughter is al-
legedly running a restau-
rant in Goa, in which a
bar is functioning on a
“fake licence”. “The li-
cence by Smriti Irani’s
daughter is in the name of
a person who died in May
2021, and the licence was
taken in June 2022 in Goa.
But the person in whose
name the licence is, had
died 13 months ago. This
is illegal,” he told re-
porters.

He said according to
Goa rules, a restaurant
can get only one bar li-
cence but this restaurant
has got two bar licences.

“We demand from the

prime minister that
Smriti Irani should be im-
mediately sacked as a
minister from the Union
cabinet. You owe it to this
country, to the youth of
this country,” he said.

To a question on Irani
attacking Rahul Gandhi,
the Congress leader said
“There cannot be any
comparison between
something as noble as
running a newspaper and
something like running
an illegal bar in Goa”.

“Is this being done
without her knowledge
and was the licence given
without her influence,”
he asked.

He also alleged that
bouncers of private secu-
rity have been deployed
around the restaurant in
Goa, to keep the media
out of bounds.

“We want to know from
you under whose influ-
ence is this being done.
Who is behind this illegal
work,” he asked.
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One died
Kaushambi: One
youth lost his life while
two were seriously in-
jured when their mo-
torcycle collided with a
speeding truck in
Kokhraj area of the
district on Saturday,
police said. The acci-
dent took place when
the bike rider tried to
negotiate a turn on the
Manjhanpur road,
Station House Officer
(SHO) of Kokhraj po-
lice station Ganesh
Prasad Singh said.
Shubham Kumar (22)
died on the spot while
Rahul Patel and Gyan
Singh were seriously
injured and have been
hospitalised, he said.

Woman gang-raped
New Delhi: A woman
was allegedly raped by
two railway employees
in a room at the New
Delhi station, the na-
tional transporter said
on Saturday. Four rail-
way employees, includ-
ing two who stood
guard outside the
room, have been arrest-
ed. All the four accused
work in the electrical
department, the
Railways said. The ac-
cused have been identi-
fied as Satish Kumar
(35), Vinod Kumar (38),
Mangal Chand Meena
(33) and Jagdish Chand
(37), according to the
Delhi Police. The
woman, who was found
on platform 8-9 on
Friday, narrated her or-
deal to officials and
they informed the
Railway Protection
Force (RPF), the
Railways said.

Elephant carcass found
Ranchi: The carcass of
an adult male elephant
was found in a forest in
Jharkhand’s Ranchi
district on Saturday, a
forest official said. The
carcass was found in
Hulsi forest near Dola
village in Nagri block
in the morning, he
said. “The cause of
death is not yet known.
No injury marks have
been found on the car-
cass. A team of forest
officials and a veteri-
nary doctor has been
sent to the spot, and
post-mortem examina-
tion is underway,”
Ranchi Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Srikant Verma said.

Rains
Jaipur: Rains lashed
large parts of
Rajasthan with Kota’s
Ladpura area record-
ing the highest rain-
fall in the last 24
hours that ended at
8.30 am on Saturday at
130 mm, according to
the meteorological de-
partment. During the
same period, Jaipur
tehsil received 100
mm of rainfall, Deoli
9 mm, Jhalawar and
Bidasar 80 mm and
Thanagazi 70 mm, the
weather office said.

Mid-day meal
Kavaratti: School
children of
Lakshadweep will not
miss chicken and
other meat products
from their mid-day
meals anymore as the
administration of the
Union Territory (UT)
directed the school au-
thorities to comply
with a recent
Supreme Court order
in this regard. The
Directorate of
Education here on
Friday issued an order
asking the “school
principals of all is-
lands and Headmaster
Bitra” to comply with
the top court order
dated May 2 which di-
rects them to continue
to serve food including
meat, chicken, fish,
egg and other items to
the children as done in
the past.
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TRAFFIC QUEUES

Traffic queues are seen along the M20 as delays at the Port of Dover and Eurotunnel continue to affect journeys as
many families embark vacations following the start of summer holidays for schools in England and Wales, near
Folkestone, England, Saturday July 23.

United Nations, Jul 23 (PTI):

India along with six oth-
ers has voted against a
draft resolution presented
by the US that recom-
mended six human rights
groups, which have been
blocked for years in the
United Nations’ NGO
Committee, be granted
special consultative status
at the UN Economic and
Social Council.

At the meeting of the 54-
member Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC),
the Committee on Non-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisations recom-
mended 203 groups for spe-
cial consultative status.

However, six other non-
governmental organisa-
tions, including the foun-
dation that runs
Wikipedia, were added to
the list in a draft proposed
by the United States,
which, in turn, led to a call
for a recorded vote, accord-
ing to the UN.

A report on the UN web-
site said that the draft res-
olution on the list of non-
governmental organisa-

tions receiving consulta-
tive status with the
Council, presented by the
United States’ delegate,
caused a brief stir.

The draft resolution,
sponsored by a total of 36
countries, recommended
six additional non-govern-
mental organisations to
the list proposed by the
Committee. It was adopted
by 23 votes in favour with
China, India, Kazakhstan,
Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Russia and Zimbabwe vot-
ing against and 18 absten-
tions. The Council decided
to grant special consulta-
tive status to Diakonia;

Inimoiguste Instituut;
National Human Rights
Civic Association
Belarusian Helsinki
Committee ; Non Ce Pace
Senza Giustizia; Syrian
American Medical Society
Foundation; and
Wikimedia Foundation,
Inc. The United States’ del-
egate pointed out that
those organisations had
been waiting for years to
obtain non-governmental
status and repeatedly an-
swered questions from
members of the
Committee on Non-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisations.

Supporters of the
amended resolution de-
fended the right of the six
organisations to make
their voices heard at the
United Nations. Others
pointed to those organisa-
tions having political or, as
stated by Israel’s delegate,
even terrorist affiliations,
the report said.

Several member states
members criticised the ap-
proach of submitting the
request directly to the
Council on the grounds
that it was a manoeuvre to
circumvent the
Committee.

The report added that
the representative of
India, in explanation of
the position after the vote,
highlighted the key role of
the Committee, which has
a clear mandate. The pro-
cedure is transparent, he
said, cautioning against
any deviation from it.

Human Rights Watch
welcomed the ECOSOC ap-
proval for UN accredita-
tion for the six human
rights groups “that have
been blocked for years in
the UN’s NGO Committee.

India, six others vote against resolution to
grant UN accreditation to 6 rights groups

London, Jul 23 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak has un-
leashed an intense cam-
paign spree this weekend
in his mission to win
Conservative Party votes
to be elected their leader
and on Saturday pledged to
put the UK on a crisis foot-
ing if elected Prime
Minister.

The 42-year-old former
Chancellor told The
Times’ in an interview
that a business-as-usual
approach would not work
in the face of the serious
economic challenges fac-
ing the country.

Having been inside gov-
ernment I think the sys-
tem just isn’t working as
well as it should. And the
challenges that I’m talking
about, they’re not abstract,
they’re not things that are
coming long down the
track, he told the newspa-
per. They’re challenges
that are staring us in the
face and a business-as-
usual mentality isn’t going
to cut it in dealing with
them. So, from day one of
being in office I’m going to
put us on a crisis footing,
he said. Ahead of a speech

in Grantham, the eastern
England hometown of
1980s’ Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher — the
former Tory leader both
Sunak and opponent Liz
Truss are pitching as their
role model to woo tradi-
tional voters — the
Southampton-born Indian-
origin former banker-

turned-politician high-
lighted how his deeply
Conservative values
shaped by his family’s
pharmacy business.

I was brought up in a
home with kitchen-table
conservative values, my
mum ran a small business,
Margaret Thatcher talked
about family budget. All of

us care about what we
leave our children and our
grandchildren. Sound
money is the most conser-
vative of conservative val-
ues. If we don’t stand for
that, I don’t know what the
point of the Conservative
Party is, he said. Besides
tackling inflation as a na-
tional emergency, Sunak

said his focus will also be
on delivering better value
for money value for money
for the taxpayer-funded
National Health Service
(NHS) an issue that is per-
sonal to him with a grand-
parent just out of an NHS
hospital. This is personal
for all of us, the backlog
issue. He literally has just
come out and he’s very
sick, shared Sunak. We’ve
been extremely worried as
a family about everything
over the last few weeks,
he’s my last remaining
grandparent. It will be un-
acceptable if millions and
millions of people are
waiting too long for the
treatments they deserve,
he said. The MP for
Richmond in Yorkshire ad-
mitted missing his family
while on the campaign
trail and using video calls
to stay in touch. Family is
core to who I am. I miss
them a lot right, they are
in Yorkshire and I am here.
We’re on video every day.
But it’s not the same but
they’re used to that, said
Sunak, who is married to
Akshata Murty, the daugh-
ter of Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy.

Rishi Sunak pledges to put UK on crisis footing’ if elected PM

Former Treasury chief Rishi Sunak, left, arrives with with daughters Krishna, Anushka and
wife Akshata Murthy at Vaculug tyre specialists as part of his campaign to be leader of
the Conservative and Unionist Party and the next prime minister, at Gonerby Hill Foot, in
Grantham, England, Saturday, July 23.

Colombo, Jul 23 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s Cabinet has
met for the first time under
newly-elected President
Ranil Wickremesinghe
and discussed ways to nor-
malise the situation in the
economic-crisis hit coun-
try within a week by regu-
larising functions of the
government institutions
such as the Prime
Minister’s Office and the
Presidential Secretariat,
according to a media re-
port on Saturday.

After the appointment of
the new Cabinet on Friday,
the President called for the
meeting, the Daily Mirror
newspaper reported.

They discussed that the
country should be nor-
malised within one week
by regularising functions
of the government insti-
tutions such as the Prime
Minister’s Office, the
Presidential Secretariat,
and schools, the newspa-
per said quoting sources.

The Cabinet was in-
formed that fuel suffi-
cient for one month had
been secured and there-

fore distribution under a
quota system should be ex-
pedited.

The President said that
he empowered the security
forces to uphold the
Constitution and to create
an environment for people
to live without fear.

The Cabinet also dis-
cussed the negotiations
with the International
Monetary Fund ( IMF)
which are underway to se-
cure financial assistance.

Meanwhile, the
Opposition requested
Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena to summon
the Parliament on July 25
to discuss attacks on
peaceful protests at Galle
Face on Friday by security
forces and the current situ-

ation of the country. Sri
Lankan troops and police
armed with assault rifles
and batons on Friday
forcibly removed anti-gov-
ernment protesters
camped outside the presi-
dential office here in a pre-
dawn raid. Police have de-
scribed the pre-dawn raid
on the main camp of the
anti-government protest-
ers as a “special operation
to take [back] control of
the presidential secretari-
at”. The protesters had va-
cated the President and
Prime Minister’s resi-
dences and the Prime
Minister’s office after cap-
turing them on July 9, but
they were still occupying
some rooms of the
President’s secretariat.

Sri Lanka Cabinet discusses ways to
normalise situation within one week

Singapore, Jul 23 (AP):

Soki Wu’s food stall,
tucked in a food court in a
shopping mall in
Singapore, is a crowd
favourite for its fresh, juicy
chicken rice”, a national
dish. But customers recent-
ly began complaining that
his chicken didn’t taste
quite as good as it used to.

Wu was forced to switch
to frozen chicken after
Malaysia banned exports
last month of live broiler
chickens that are more af-
fordable and better tasting
in a bid to offset rising local
prices.

For Singapore, which
sources a third of its poul-
try from Malaysia, the im-
pact was immediate.

This is unavoidable.
Using frozen chickens have
affected the taste of the
dish, but we have no choice,
Wu said.

As inflation surges
around the world, politi-
cians are scrambling for
ways to keep food afford-
able as people increasingly
protest the soaring cost of
living.

One knee-jerk response
has been food export bans
aimed at protecting domes-
tic prices and supplies as a
growing number of govern-
ments in developing na-
tions try to show a nervous

public that their needs will
be met. For business own-
ers, the rising cost of cook-
ing ingredients from oil to
chicken has prompted
them to raise prices, with
people paying 10 per cent to
20 per cent more at Wu’s
food stall. For consumers, it
has meant paying more for
the same or lesser-quality
food or curbing certain
habits altogether.

In Lebanon, where en-
demic corruption and polit-
ical stalemate has crippled
the economy, the UN World
Food Programme is in-
creasingly providing peo-
ple with cash assistance to
buy food, particularly after
a devastating 2020 port
blast that destroyed mas-
sive grain silos.

Constant power cuts and
high fuel prices for genera-
tors limit what people can
buy because they can’t rely
on freezers and refrigera-
tors to store perishables.

Tracy Saliba, a single
mother of two and busi-
ness owner in Beirut, says
she used to spend around a
quarter of her earnings on
food. These days, half her
income goes to feeding her
family as the currency
loses strength amid soaring
prices.

I’m not buying (gro-
ceries) like I used to, Saliba
said. I’m just getting the

necessary items and food,
like day by day.

Food prices have risen by
nearly 14 per cent this year
in emerging markets and
by over 7 per cent in ad-
vanced economies, accord-
ing to Capital Economics.
In countries where people
spend at least a third or
more of their incomes on
food, any sharp increase in
prices can lead to crisis.
Capital Economics fore-
casts that households in de-
veloped markets will spend
an extra USD 7 billion a
month on food and bever-
ages this year and much of
next year due to inflation.

The pain is being felt un-
evenly, with 2.3 billion peo-
ple going severely or mod-
erately hungry last year, ac-
cording to a global report
by the World Food
Programme and four other
UN agencies. Food prices
accounted for about 60 per
cent of last year’s increase
in inflation in the Middle
East and North Africa,
with the exception of oil-
producing Gulf countries.

The situation is particu-
larly dire for Sudan, where
inflation is expected to hit
245 per cent this year, and
Iran, where prices spiked
as much as 300 per cent for
chicken, eggs and milk in
May, sparking panic and
scattered protests.

Trade bans, inflation
send food prices soaring

Nepal’s
Parliament

endorses bill to
amend

Citizenship Act
Kathmandu, July 23 (PTI):

Nepal’s Parliament has
endorsed the bill to amend
its much-awaited
Citizenship Act, 2006
through a majority vote, a
decisive step that will help
grant citizenship to the
thousands of children
born to naturalised
Nepalese citizens.

Nepal Home Minister
Bal Krishna Khand on
Friday presented the
Citizenship Bill (first
amendment 2022) in the
House of Representatives.

Various provisions re-
garding granting status to
foreign women married to
Nepali men and children
born in Nepal or from a
Nepali mother were dis-
cussed by lawmakers be-
fore it was endorsed.

The bill was endorsed in
the House through a sim-
ple majority.

It will now move to the
National Assembly before
the president enacts this to
become a part of the citi-
zenship law.

Once it passes the
National Assembly, it will
pave the way for thousands
of children of parents who
got citizenship by birth to
acquire citizenship by de-
scent.

L ifesaving antiretroviral
therapy, as well as the full

range of HIV care and support
services are indeed essential
but not enough to ensure that
children and adolescents living
with HIV can live a fully nor-
mal life. From getting educa-
tion, vocational training, social
and economic support, to pur-
suing careers of their choice
and aspirations, the spectrum
may differ from person to per-
son but is surely much wider
and deeper than the very essen-
tial HIV care services.

“I have been working with
children living with HIV for
last 20 years. They often shared
with us that it is not possible
for them to get a good job, or to
get a good education, and that it
is a difficult life to live having
to be on medicines lifelong. But
there were a few kids who
wanted to know what they
should do to get a good educa-
tion, a good job, and stay
healthy. So I felt that it is a
choice between whether you
think it is impossible or
whether you can make it possi-
ble. Hence the name
I’mPossible (of a fellowship
programme),” said Dr Michael
Babu Raj. Dr Raj is Deputy
Director, I’mpossible
Fellowship Programme of
Sneha Charitable Trust and

former Deputy Director of
Karnataka Health Promotion
Trust (KHPT).

He shared: “The I’mPossible
Fellowship talks about the
choices we have in life and the
freedom to choose the way we
want to lead our life. But for
that we need to focus on certain
things like- taking care of our
health, ensuring treatment ad-
herence, getting educated and
not falling back on our studies.
It is just not about attaining de-
grees but also learning about
values of life, and of being
hopeful and trustworthy. Every
work in the beginning is diffi-
cult for you but it is not impos-
sible for you. Today we have
children amongst us who have
taken ownership of their lives
and they are moving from the ‘I
am Impossible’ to the “I'm pos-
sible”, which is becoming a re-
ality in many children’s lives.”

Dr Michael Babu Raj added:
“Noted thought leader Dr
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar had
said that education is empow-
erment so I thought of fo-
cussing on education to em-
power the people whom I work
with. Then I came across chil-
dren living with HIV while
working in an HIV care centre
where we were caring for the
HIV positive parents and there
were small kids. I felt the best
thing I can do is to work with
these kids because they are
very special kids who are so
loving and caring when we re-
spond to them positively.”

Dr Michael and his team
have been collaborating with
reputed institutions like Johns
Hopkins University. “These
children have stood out as very
strong children and not as
somebody who will give up
without trying. If we are able to
create positive spaces for them

that are full of opportunities,
they are going to make a big dif-
ference.”

The theme of this year’s
AIDS conference (24th
International AIDS Conference
or AIDS 2022) is “re-engage and
follow the science.” Dr Michael
Babu Raj said that, “I really feel
that re-engaging and following
the science is a very apt theme.
It was true of COVID-19 also,
because there were many scien-
tific evidence-based strategies
which we knew that could have
prevented or reduced transmis-
sion of COVID-19, but still we
failed to do that. Many things
went wrong. In the context of a
country like India, there are
still some children who are
born HIV positive, despite
knowing how to prevent parent
to child transmission of HIV.
Eliminating parent to child
transmission of HIV is still a
challenge, even when we know
what needs to be done. It is the
responsibility of each one of us
to achieve zero parent to child
transmission of HIV because
we know what is the science
and we know how the transmis-
sion can be stopped. 95 percent
of the children are born nega-
tive. Then why cannot the re-
maining 5 percent children also
have an HIV-free birth?”

He added: “We have come a
long way when it comes to HIV
today. People are living healthy
lives despite being infected. But
one thing we need to build back
in each one of us is that we
should not stop believing in
trust and hope. We should build
our lives together and give hope
and love to every child who may
be infected with HIV or with
any other disease. And we can
certainly make a difference in
their lives. That is what science
teaches us- to do things that are

simple. You follow the rules,
you are safe, and you can move
forward with confidence.”

Disclosure that a child is liv-
ing with HIV is never easy.
“There are many children who
still do not know about HIV and
why have they got this infec-
tion as their parents have not
disclosed it to them. Every
child has the right to know
what is the infection he or she
has, and the right to take the
treatment with knowledge and
not with hiddenness. I think
that we should take that mes-
sage very strongly back from
the conference that it is the
right of everyone, including
children, to know about their
health status,” said Dr Raj. Dr
Michael Babu Raj’s strategy
has been to build on the
strength of the community and
enable them to become cata-
lysts of social and economic
change.

He told CNS that at the cen-
tre where he works, out of the
63 children who are on anti-
retroviral therapy and went for
viral load testing, 60 are virally
suppressed, as of March 2022.
Only three have viral load
above 200. “Currently we are
not facing any drug shortage.
All the children are on anti-
retroviral therapy. Viral load
testing is done at St John's
Hospital which is a private fa-
cility. But since it is under pub-
lic-private partnership...the
guidelines are as per the gov-
ernment guidelines, and viral
load testing is done free of
cost.” This is tremendous
achievement indeed. Let us
hope that it becomes a reality
at national and global levels too
so that most of the people who
are receiving lifesaving anti-
retroviral therapy, are virally
suppressed.
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Hearty welcome to 
our new President
India’s next First citizen,

Draupadi Murmu’s (64) election
was a foregone conclusion even be-
fore nomination given the numbers
tilted in favour of ruling elites and
their power of manipulation.
Moreover, the outcome was pre-
dictable when the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) lead NDA chose her
from the tribal belt, demonstrating
how the deep-rooted democratic
pattern on Indian soil affects its
Indian surrounded counterparts, in-
cluding those fighting for the na-
tion's sovereignty. Incidentally, her
tribal background not only helped
catapult Murmu to the top post,
but it’s shrewd political decision by
the BJP.  Fielding her as the India’s
15th President is not only a cunning
political decision by BJP, but also
eyeing crucial votes of the
Schedule Caste and Tribe commu-
nity in upcoming assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh,
which have a significant tribal pop-
ulation, besides the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. Though it’s a comfortable
(64.03%) victory for Murmu, but
not as per the hype and the media
expectation (her victory margin is
28% - the third lowest).
Whatsoever, time will tell whether
the upcoming honorable President
Murmu is allowed to make her own
decisions, or making herself in-
stalling a puppet ornamental stat-
ue (because she being Minister and
other top posts since 2000 there is
no power for her own village, then
what one can expect from her) at
Rashtrapati Bhawan? Even with all
those drawbacks, a very warm and
hearty welcome and salute to
Draupadi Murmu as our President.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Need better dominion
from CCPA

Recent orders from the Central
Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA) require certain e-com-
merce companies to only sell
ayurvedic, siddha, and unani medi-
cines after buyers file legitimate
prescriptions from licenced physi-
cians. This action by Centre is ap-
plaudable. But this also needs to be
applied to homoeopathic medica-
tions. Only medications listed in
Schedule E  of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules are subject to this
kind of requirement. Furthermore
it must be expanded to medica-
tions of Schedule C and T as
well.Since Schedule E, C, and T
lays out dangerous chemicals,
ayurveda, unani, and homoeopathy
are among the medical systems
that use these compounds. Such
drugs are to sold taken under med-
ical supervision. Consuming such
drugs without medical supervision
can lead to severe health compli-
cations. Additionally, the word
"warning" must be placed on the
label of the container of such med-
ications listed in Schedules E, C,
and T in both Hindi and English.
The watchdog CCPA, should also
develop rules to stop unfair busi-
ness practises and safeguard con-
sumer interests with regard to the
imposition of advertisement in
public areas. It should also publish
rules for preventing deceptive pro-
motions and endorsements. Clear
and easily accessible information
on the name and phone number of
the grievance officer in question
should be included on drugs and
should be shown clearly for users
on all platforms.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK..  RRaaiicchhuurr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

A t  the  core  of  a  US  policy  debate  over  the  merits  of
President Joe Biden's pilgrimage to the Middle East lies

the question of how best to ensure regional stability and protect
United States interests. Lost in the debate is whether the cost of
maintaining stability by supporting autocratic rule is lower in the
long term than the upfront expense of adhering to human rights
principles, pluralism, and transparent and accountable gover-
nance that would initially alienate Middle Eastern partners.
Biden's visit to Saudi Arabia, where he will meet with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman whom US intelligence has de-
scribed as probably responsible for the 2018 killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, reverses what seemed to be a more principled
US policy under Mr. Biden, at least when it came to the kingdom.
Biden had refused to meet Bin Salman and had vowed during his
election campaign to force the Saudis to “pay the price, and
make them, in fact, the pariah that they are.” Much has hap-
pened since Biden’s vow. The war in Ukraine has sparked a glob-
al energy crisis that requires Saudi Arabia to help increase sup-
ply and reduce prices. Tension is building between Israel and Iran
amid pessimism that a 2015 international agreement to curb the
Islamic republic’s nuclear program can be achieved. The rising
tension adds to the perceived urgency for regional security co-
operation between Israel and Arab states. Finally, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is festering and, like a black swan, could es-
calate into greater violence at any given moment. All of this bol-
sters there alist argument that respected Middle East scholar
F.Gregory Gause succinctly summarized as the need for US poli-
cy to “privilege order over other goals," which means" dealing
with regimes and leaders that have blood on their hands if it
serves US interests.  President  George  W.  Bush  and  his  then-
national security advisor, Condoleezza Rice, acknowledged this
two decades ago when they asserted that jihadist violence and
the 9/11 attacks were partly the results of the United States’ fail-
ure to stand up for its values. However, like Barak Obama, they
bungled their effort to do something about it. The insight did not
prevent Bush from starting never-ending wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq that seeped US strength, caused significant loss of life,
and cost trillions of dollars that ultimately empowered groups
hostile to US interests, including the Taliban and pro-Iranian
forces invarious parts of the Middle East. Support for autocrats
sparked popular revolts that toppled eight Arab leaders in the
2010s  and  provoked  a  brutal  counter revolution responsible for
the region’s worst human rights abuses in decades. To be clear,
this is not a plea for US interference to impose its values and
standards. The focus on human security takes on added signifi-
cance against the backdrop of a recent poll in nine non-Gulf
Middle Eastern and North African countries. More than half of
the respondents agreed with the statement that the economy
was weak under a democratic system. They said they were more
concerned about the effectiveness of their government's policies
than their type of government and believed they needed a leader
who could "bend the rules" if necessary to get things done. For
the United States, the cost of making transparent and account-
able governance a cornerstone of cooperation may quickly prove
less costly when dealing with Gulf states, who, in the short and
middle term, have few options. Neither China nor Russia is will-
ing or able to replace the United States as the region’s security
guarantor, even if  the United States is seeking to rejigger its
commitment to free up  energy  and  resources  for  its  rivalry
with  China. Regional   alliances,   particularly   with   Israel,   may
compensate to a degree for uncertainty about US reliability but
are fraught with pitfalls. The potential trade-off  for a more ro-
bust US commitment to Saudi security could be a promise by the
kingdom to maintain its economic and energy relations with
China but weaken its growing strategic links to Beijing. The ob-
stacle to such a deal is the same circumstance that undermines
the proponents' argument for a more principled US foreign poli-
cy: US domestic politics.

Ukraine war makes bilateral
cooperation inevitable
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Lieutenant Governor of Delhi Vinai Kumar Saxena during the foundation stone laying ceremony of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav park at Shaheedi Park, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 23.

HIV care is essential and lifesaving, but 
not enough for living normal lives

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV PARK

A brain tumour develops when certain genes
in a cell's chromosomes become faulty and

cease to function properly. These genes typically
regulate the rate at which the cell divides and re-
pair genes that correct deficiencies in other
genes, as well as genes that should cause the cell
to self-destruct if the damage is irreparable.A p
erson may be born with a partial defect in one or
more of these genes. Environmental factors may
then cause additional mutilation. In a few other
cases, however, environmental damage to the
genes can be viewed as the sole factor.
BBeehhaavviioouurraall  cchhaannggeess  tthhaatt  bbrraaiinn  ttuummoouurrss  ccaauussee

Brain tumours and their treatments, in gener-
al, can alter a person's behaviour and ability to
think. Patients' communication, concentration,
and memory skills may suffer, and their person-
alities may shift. Brain tumours frequently cause
personality changes and mood swings. Although
the severity of these mood changes varies from
person to person, it is relatively common for
someone with a brain tumour to experience in-
creased aggression and agitation. A brain tu-
mour may also cause weakness, dizzy spells,
poor balance or lack of coordination, personality
or behaviour changes, confusion, speech prob-
lems, and fits (seizures). However, it is critical to
note that the impact of a brain tumour on quality
of life is determined by whether the tumour is
benign or malignant in nature.

BBeenniiggnn  ttuummoouurr
In the case of benign tumours, there is little

variation in the patient's quality of life. There

may be neurological deficits that can be correct-
ed with regular physiotherapy and rehabilitation.
We can keep a close eye on tumour recurrence
using serial imaging. In the event of a relapse,
the patient may be subjected to radiation or sur-
gery. To answer an underlying question, a benign
tumour does not impair quality of life after the
ailment has been contracted. Most tumours do
not leave residual deficits, making it simple to re-
turn to normalcy with timely rehabilitation and
psychotherapy.

MMaalliiggnnaanntt  ttuummoouurr
The outcome of a malignant brain tumour is

determined by the grade of the tumour itself. If
the tumour is of Grade 1, the characteristic fea-
tures that accompany it behave more or less like
a benign tumour. However, chemotherapy and
radiation are required for a Grade 4 tumour,
which causes skin discoloration, hair loss, fa-
tigue, and other physiological changes. As a re-
sult, people's quality of life suffers. Nonetheless,
with the proper treatment and time, these
changes are completely reversible.

M yanmar’s military is one of the most stubborn enemies of
democracy and basic human freedoms, having ruled for

nearly 50 years using brute force. But even in the darkest mo-
ments of Myanmar’s past, there was popular resistance. And
over the past three decades, pro-democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi has been the embodiment of that resistance. Between
1989 and 2010, she spent 15 years under house arrest. Scattered
pro-democracy rallies in several cities across Myanmar marked
the 75th anniversary of the assassination of independence hero
Gen Aung San, the father of the country's ousted leader, Suu Kyi.
Photos and videos on social media showed protesters carrying
banners and chanting "Eradicate racism, there are more than
nine Martyrs in Yangon". Besides Aung San, six cabinet col-
leagues and two other officials were killed 75 years ago at a
Cabinet meeting less than six months before erstwhile Burma
achieved its independence from British colonial rule. Residents
near the memorial site said the security scene was very different
from when Suu Kyi's government ruled. The protesters dispersed
within a short time to avoid confrontations with security forces
that have so far killed 2,091 civilians including poets, activists,
politicians and others since the February 2021 coup. The forces
have threatened to “annihilate” all opponents. Neither Suu Kyi,
who is under arrest, nor Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing, who cur-
rently heads its government and ruling military council, attended
the ceremony this year. An official of the ceremony's subcom-
mittee laid a wreath on behalf of Suu Kyi's family. Suu Kyi, 77,
who was arrested when Myanmar's military seized power from
her elected government in February last year, has not been seen
in public apart from one photo shown on state television in May
2021, taken inside a court at the start of criminal proceedings
against her. She has been sentenced to 11 years in prison and
was transferred from a secret detention location to a custom-
built solitary facility at a prison in the capital Naypyitaw last
month. She is now being tried on a slew of legal cases brought by
the military at a new facility constructed in the same prison
compound. Suu Kyi's supporters and independent analysts say
all the charges against her are politically motivated and an at-
tempt to discredit her and legitimise the military's seizure of
power. The conviction of Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s deposed
State Counsellor and pro-democracy leader, in a corruption
case, shows nothing but the desperation of the junta to silence
her. For the military, which seems determined to destroy the
Southeast Asian nation’s popular democracy, Suu Kyi, under
house arrest ever since the February 2021 coup, remains the
enemy number one. 

Scattered prodemocracy
rallies in Myanmar
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A team of scientists in the UK has devel-
oped a new telescope to track down

sources of gravitational waves for the first
time. The new telescope, named the
Gravitational-wave Optical Transient Observer
(GOTO), is made up of two identical arrays de-
ployed on opposite sides of the planet — one
on La Palma in the Canary Islands, and the
other in Australia. It will scour space for opti-
cal clues about the violent cosmic events that
create ripples, or waves, in the fabric of space
itself, said the team from the universities of
Warwick and Sheffield. Long hypothesised as
a by-product of the collision and merger of
cosmic behemoths such as neutron stars and
black holes, gravitational waves were finally
detected directly by LIGO (Laser
Interferometry Gravitational-wave
Observatory) in 2015. Since 2015, there have
been many subsequent detections but, since
observatories like LIGO can only measure the
effects of the gravitational wave as it passes
through our local patch of space time, it can

be difficult to track down the source's point of
origin.

GOTO is designed to fill this observational
gap by searching for optical signals in the
electromagnetic spectrum that might indicate
the source of the gravitational waves (GW) -
quickly locating the source and using that in-
formation to direct a fleet of telescopes, satel-
lites and instruments at it, the team noted. As
most GW signals involve the merger of mas-
sive objects, these 'visual' cues are extremely
fleeting and must be located as quickly as pos-
sible, which is where GOTO comes in. GOTO
will act as an intermediary between the likes
of LIGO, which detect the presence of a gravi-
tational wave event, and more targetable
multi-wavelength observatories that can
study the event's optical source. "There are
fleets of telescopes all over the world available
to look towards the skies when gravitational
waves are detected, in order to find out more
about the source. But as the gravitational
wave detectors are not able to pinpoint where
the ripples come from, these telescopes do
not know where to look," said GOTO's
Principle Investigator Professor Danny
Steeghs from Warwick. "If the gravitational
wave observatories are the ears, picking up
the sounds of the events, and the telescopes
are the eyes, ready to view the event in all the
wavelengths, then GOTO is the bit in the mid-
dle, telling the eyes where to look," Steeghs
added.

UK scientists develop new
gravitational wave telescope

Impact of brain tumour 
on quality of life

SHOBHA SHUKLA
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BRIEF

HDFC
New Delhi: Mortgage
lender Housing
Development Finance
Corporation (HDFC)
plans to raise up to Rs
11,000 crore by issuing
bonds on a private
placement basis. The
base issue size of the
company's secured re-
deemable non-con-
vertible debentures is
Rs 4,000 crore with an
option to retain over-
subscription of up to
Rs 7,000 crore, HDFC
said in a regulatory
filing on Friday.

ICICI Bank
New Delhi: ICICI
Bank on Saturday re-
ported a 50 per cent
jump in net profit to
Rs 6,905 crore in the
first quarter of the
current fiscal aided by
a decline in bad loans.
The second biggest
private sector bank
had posted a net profit
of Rs 4,616 crore in the
same quarter of the
previous financial
year. Total income
during the April-June
quarter of 2022-23 im-
proved to Rs 28,336.74
crore, from Rs
24,379.27 crore in the
same quarter in FY22,
ICICI Bank said in a
regulatory filing.

Yes Bank
Mumbai: Yes Bank on
Saturday reported
54.17 per cent jump in
consolidated net profit
at Rs 314.14 crore for
June quarter 2022-23,
driven by core income
growth and a fall in
provisions. The pri-
vate sector lender re-
ported a net profit of
Rs 310.63 crore on a
standalone basis as
against Rs 206.84 crore
in the year-ago period
and Rs 367.46 crore in
the preceding March
quarter. On a consoli-
dated basis, its core
net interest income
grew 32 per cent to Rs
1,850 crore in April-
June 2022-23 on the
back of 14 per cent in-
crease in advances
and 0.30 per cent ex-
pansion in the net in-
terest margin to 2.4
per cent.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
New Delhi: Private
lender Kotak
Mahindra Bank on
Saturday reported a 26
per cent rise in its net
profit to Rs 2,071.15
crore in the first quar-
ter of the current fis-
cal year helped by a de-
cline in bad loans. The
bank had posted a net
profit of Rs 1,641.92
crore in the same quar-
ter of financial year
2021-22. Total income
during the April-June
quarter of 2022-23 im-
proved to Rs 8,582.25
crore, from Rs 8,062.81
crore in the same quar-
ter in FY22, Kotak
Mahindra Bank said
in a regulatory filing.

Happiest Minds 
New Delhi: IT com-
pany Happiest Minds
on Friday posted a
57.7 per cent increase
in consolidated profit
after tax at Rs 56.34
crore in the June
quarter. The compa-
ny had reported a
profit of Rs 35.73
crore in the year-ago
period. The consoli-
dated revenues from
contracts with cus-
tomers of the compa-
ny grew 34.5 per cent
to Rs 328.92 crore dur-
ing the quarter under
review. The same
stood at Rs 244.61
crore in the year-ago
period. "We have
started fiscal year
2023 showing indus-
try leading perform-
ance. Our 10-year vi-
sion statement is to
be a billion-dollar
company by 2031.

Vienna (Austria), Jul 23 (AP):

Herbert Diess, the
Volkswagen CEO whose
image had been tarnished
in the fallout from the
German automaker's emis-
sions-cheating scandal, is
stepping down.

In a surprise announce-
ment Friday, the Wolfsburg,
Germany-based company
said Diess will depart Sept 1
by mutual consent with the
board. No reason was given
for his departure. Oliver
Blume, CEO of VW brand
Porsche, will succeed Diess.

Diess, who took over as
chief executive in 2018,
presided over the automak-
er at a time of significant
change in the industry, in-
cluding a shift toward in-
creased production of elec-
tric vehicles. His contract
was set to expire in 2025.

Board Chairman Hans
Dieter Poetsch thanked
Diess in a statement and
praised his role in advanc-
ing the transformation of
the company.

Not only did he steer the
company through extreme-
ly turbulent waters, but he
also implemented a funda-

mentally new strategy,
Poetsch said.

Diess focused on
Volkswagen's shift toward
zero-emissions vehicles, but
analysts say he wasn't able
to create change within the
company and that the car-
maker has fallen behind in

some key developments,
such as software implemen-
tation.

With industry challenges
accelerating and a growing
number of new and fast-fol-
lower challengers, new
management offers an op-
portunity to revisit strategy

or jump-start stalled rela-
tionships," analysts at
Jefferies Equity Research
said in a research note.

Shortly before his ouster
was announced, Diess post-
ed on LinkedIn about the
difficulties facing the au-
tomaker from Russia's war

in Ukraine to a shortage of
computer chips that has
stymied production.
Despite those struggles, he
said he was very satisfied
with our performance, cit-
ing high demand for
Volkswagen's electric vehi-
cles and a rebound in China
after COVID-19 lockdowns.

After a really stressful
first half of 2022 many of
us are looking forward to a
well-deserved summer
break, his post said.

Diess reportedly has
clashed with the company's
powerful labor representa-
tives over issues including
top personnel decisions.
Workers hold an unusual
amount of clout at
Volkswagen, through re-
quirements that worker
representatives hold board
seats and because the com-
pany's home state of Lower
Saxony holds a stake in the
company. Diess also was
trailed by the emissions
scandal. Coming from
BMW, Diess took over as
head of the VW brand
shortly before it was caught
using software to evade U.S.
emissions requirements for
diesel cars in 2015.

Volkswagen CEO, facing series
of setbacks, will step down

(FILES) In this file photo taken on March 9, 2022 Volkswagen Group Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Herbert Diess poses with the new Volkswagen ID Buzz electric van during its presentation in
Hamburg, northern Germany. Diess will leave the management of the group to be replaced from
September by the current chairman of the board of Porsche, Oliver Blume, a subsidiary of the group
targeting the stock market, Volkswagen announced.

Agartala, Jul 23 (PTI):

The ONGC has inked
gas sale agreements with
GAIL India and Assam
Gas Company Ltd
(AGCL) to monetise its
upcoming field at
Khubal in North Tripura
district, an official said
on Saturday.

Under the agreement,
the GAIL and AGCL will
receive 50,000 standard
cubic metre of gas each
from Khubal Gas
Gathering Station (GGS),
he said. Once it starts
production, Khubal will
be the tenth producing
field of ONGC in
Tripura. Khubal GGS
will have a capacity to
process 0.44 MMSCMD
(4,40,000 standard cubic
meters) of gas for which
the process of construc-
tion has already been
started, he added.

"It marks a momen-
tous occasion not just for
ONGC, GAIL and AGCL
but for the people of
Northeast as well, as it
means more gas will find
its way into industries
and people's homes, posi-

tively impacting living
standards," asset manag-
er of ONGC Tripura
Tarun Malik said.

"The GSA for gas pro-
duced from wells of
Khubal means more
than just another step in
the relationship between
ONGC and GAIL. It
means the increasing in-
tegration of the region
with the rest of the coun-
try," said R Choudhury,
CGM-zonal head of
GAIL. GSA is an impor-
tant milestone in the life-
cycle of any gas busi-
ness, signifying commer-
ciality for producers like
ONGC, while ensuring
the product reaches the
end consumers through
marketing and trans-
portation intermediaries
such as GAIL and AGCL.

The Khubal gas field is
expected to start produc-
tion in 2024 in line with
the commissioning of
the Indra Danush Gas
Grid Line (IGGL)
pipeline, a critical and
massive infrastructure
project for the Northeast
region's gas sector, offi-
cials said.

ONGC inks gas sale
agreements for Khubal

field in Tripura

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Telecom firm Vodafone
Idea on Friday announced
the elevation of present
chief financial officer
Akshay Moondra as its
new chief executive offi-
cer with effect from
August 19, the company
said in a regulatory filing.

The company's present
managing director and
chief executive officer
Ravinder Takkar will con-
tinue to be on the board as
a non-executive and non-
independent director post
completion of his tenure,
the filing said.

"The board of the com-
pany has, based on the rec-
ommendation of the nomi-
nation and remuneration
committee, appointed
Akshaya Moondra, cur-
rently the chief financial

officer of the company, as
the chief executive officer
of the company for a peri-
od of 3 years effective
August 19, 2022," it added.

Takkar was appointed
MD and CEO of the com-
pany on August 19, 2019,
for a term of three years,
which is scheduled to end
on August 18.

Takkar has been serv-
ing as managing director
and chief executive officer
without any remunera-

tion. The company only
bore expenses incurred by
Takkar for the business of
the company.

Vodafone Idea (VIL) said
Takkar is an experienced
global executive with near-
ly three decades in the
Vodafone Group, and will
continue to serve with
Vodafone Group. VIL en-
trusted Takkar with the
task of raising funds and
growing the business post
merger of Vodafone India
and Idea Cellular.

While the company suc-
cessfully completed a Rs
25,000-crore rights issue in
April 2019, Takkar has
been unable to get further
funds which the board ap-
proved on a couple of occa-
sions.

VIL will announce a
new CFO in due course, ac-
cording to the filing.

Kolkata, July 23: 

Bandhan Bank, today
announced its financial results
for the first quarter of financial
year 2022-23. The Bank contin-
ued to witness strong business
growth, as the economy revived
strongly.
The Bank’s total business
(deposits and advances) grew
20.3% year-on-year to reach
around Rs. 1,89,707 crore as on
June 30, 2022. The Bank serves
2.69 crore customers through
5640 banking outlets across 34
of the 36 states and union terri-
tories in India. The total num-
ber of employees working at
Bandhan Bank stands at 61,247.
During the first quarter of the
current financial year, the
Bank’s deposit book grew 20%
over the corresponding quarter
of the previous year. The total
deposits now stand at Rs.
93,057 crore. In this period, the

Bank’s retail deposit book
showed a substantial growth
and grew 14.14% year-on-year
to Rs. 72,950crore. The current
account and savings account
(CASA) book grew by 21% year-
on-year, and the CASA ratio
now stands at 43.2% of the
overall deposit book. With
respect to advances, the bank
saw 20.3% growth over the cor-
responding quarter of the previ-
ous year. The total advances
are now at Rs. 96,650 crore.
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR),
an indication of the stability of
the Bank, is at 19.4%, much
higher than the regulatory
requirement.
Bandhan Bank is planning to
open more than 500 new
branches across India, in this
financial year. The Bank is also
growing its portfolio in areas
like SME Loans, Gold Loans,
Personal Loans and Auto Loans
among other product ranges.

Bandhan Bank registers
strong growth

Vodafone Idea elevates Akshaya Moondra
as CEO; to replace Ravinder Takkar Bhopal, Jul 23: 

SWAL Corporation Ltd.,
launched a range of crop
solutions to help farmers
get better crops yields and
help them increase their in-
come from the produce. The
crop solutions have four
products, JUNIPER, CAS-
CADE, OXALIS, and KAR-
MAX. These products range
from fungicides and seed
treatment solutions to in-
secticides with multiple fea-
tures.

The launch took place in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh in the
presence of 55 participants
which included 40 key dis-
tributors and 15 SWAL offi-
cials plus selected farmers
from the area. The launch
event was facilitated by
Pramod Tiwari, Head- Field
Marketing, Mr. Naveen
Patle, Crop Manager
(Paddy, Sugarcane), and
Ravi Prasad, Head- Channel
Management and

Marketing Linkages from
SWAL Corporation Ltd.
The audience learnt about
the products and their
unique features that would
keep the crops safe.
Growers also shared their
experience from the pre-
launch trail done in their
fields.

Ashish Dobhal, UPL
Region Head for India, said,
“India is the one of the top
producers and exporters of
various crops in the world.
Crop production plays a cru-
cial role in the Indian
Economy and Agriculture.
With an aim to equip farmers
with better products, SWAL
is excited to present the revo-
lutionary range of crop solu-
tions, which will help farm-
ers in growing in growing
higher quality and healthier
crops. Through these crop so-
lutions, SWAL aims to deliv-
er top-of-the-industry control
against multiple pests that
damage the crops.”

SWAL launches crop solutions

ONE MEDICAL OFFICE

People enter a One Medical office in Oakland, California. Amazon announced plans to
acquire health provider One Medical for an estimated $3.9 billion.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Reliance Retail on Friday
reported over two-fold in-
crease in pre-tax profit at Rs
3,897 crore for June 2022
quarter, as footfalls at its
stores surpassed the pre-
Covid levels.

The retail arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) said it
had posted a pre-tax profit or
EBITDA (Earnings Before
Interest, Tax, Depreciation
and Amortisation) of Rs
1,390 crore in the April-June
quarter of FY21.

Its revenue from opera-
tions of the organised retail
segment was up 53.67 per
cent to Rs 51,582 crore in the
latest June quarter, from Rs
33,566 crore in the year-ago
period. Gross revenue,
which includes the value of

sales and services, was up
51.90 per cent to Rs 58,554
crore in the three months
ended June 2022. It stood at
Rs 38,547 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter. "Reliance
Retail delivered a strong per-
formance with its best-ever
quarterly revenues in a
macro environment that re-
mained challenging," said
RIL in its earnings state-
ment. The retail business
witnessed its first quarter
without any operating dis-
ruptions since the onset of
Covid, said RIL.

"Consumer spending got a
boost as families indulged in
leisure activities, socialis-
ing, festivities and shopping
as Covid situation improved,
though sentiments re-
mained cautious due to in-
flationary concerns," it said.

The business posted an
operating EBITDA of Rs
3,897 crore (USD 493 million),
up 180.35 per cent year-on-
year with a 350-bps (basis
points) improvement in
margin at 7.6 per cent, com-
pared to 4.1 per cent in the
corresponding quarter of
the previous year, said RIL.

"This was led by higher
contribution from fashion &
lifestyle and consumer elec-
tronics and growing operat-
ing leverage with strong
LFL growth over last year
across consumption bas-
kets," it said.

The "net profit for the
quarter was Rs 2,061 crore",
higher by 114.2 per cent,
while "cash profit for the
quarter was Rs 2,873 crore",
higher by 105.2 per cent year-
on-year, said RIL.

Reliance Retail Q1 pre-tax profit jumps
two-fold to Rs 3,897 crore

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Chartered Capital and
Investment Ltd on Friday settled
a case related to alleged viola-
tion of merchant banker norms
by paying a settlement amount
of more than Rs 10 lakh. It was
alleged that Chartered Capital
and Investment Ltd (CCIL) had
violated the norms with respect
to the buyback of shares of
Mazda Ltd. In 2019, Mazda had
announced buyback of equity
shares and Equirus Capital Pvt
Ltd (ECPL) was appointed as the
merchant banker in this regard.
However, it was alleged that
CCIL was connected to the com-
pany and was actively involved
in the buyback of the firm's
shares by providing advice, guid-
ance and controlling the func-
tions of the ECPL, without offi-
cially being appointed as mer-
chant banker to the issue.

Chartered
Capital settles
case with Sebi

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI):

Investment platform
We Founder Circle said it
aims to facilitate invest-
ment of around Rs 100
crore in Indian startups
this year with Rs 20 crore
contribution from its
founders.

We Founder Circle
(WFC) co-founder and
CEO Neeraj Tyagi told
PTI that the firm last year
facilitated investment of
Rs 30 crore in 33 deals
with around Rs 5 crore
contribution from the

founders of the platform.
"This year our target is to
reach 75 deals which may
include repeat invest-
ments in growing start-
ups. We are aiming to fa-
cilitate funding worth Rs
100 crore in Indian start-
ups. WFC co-founders will
make around 20 per cent
of the investments," Tyagi
said.

He said that WFC first
selects potential startups,
makes initial investment
and then takes them to the
investors community con-
nected to the platform.

We Founder Cricle aims to
facilitate Rs 100 crore funding

in startup this year London, Jul 23 (PTI):

Tata Group chair,
Natarajan Chandrasekaran,
has warned that the compa-
ny could be forced to shut
down Tata Steel's plants in
the UK without a British
government subsidy deal
worth around 1.5 billion
pounds.

Tata Steel owns the UK's
largest steelworks at Port
Talbot in South Wales and
employs around 8,000 people
across all its operations in
the country. Speaking to The
Financial Times', the Tata
Group chief said the
Mumbai-headquartered

company had been in talks
with the government over its
decarbonisation plans and a
deal would have to be struck
by next year to save the
country's steelworks. A tran-
sition to a greener steel plant
is the intention that we have

But this is only possible with
financial help from the gov-
ernment, Chandrasekaran
told the newspaper.

We have been in discus-
sions over the last two years
and we should come to an
agreement within 12
months. Without this, we
will have to look at closures
of sites, he said.

Under decarbonisation
plans, Tata plans to close two
blast furnaces at Port Talbot,
stop primary steelmaking
and instead build two elec-
tric arc furnaces, The
Financial Times' said, refer-
encing people familiar with
the details.

Tata Group chief warns of UK steel
plant closures without subsidy

Mumbai, Jul 23 (PTI):

The country's foreign
exchange reserves declined by
USD 7.541 billion to USD
572.712 billion in the week
ended July 15 as the Reserve
Bank continued to intervene in
the market to curb the fall of
the rupee.
In the previous week ended
July 8, the reserves shrunk by
USD 8.062 billion to USD
580.252 billion, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data
showed on Friday.
On Friday, the rupee fell by 5
paise to close at 79.90 against
the US dollar. It had touched
an all-time intra-day low of
80.06 against the US dollar on

Thursday.
During the reporting week
ended July 15, the fall in the
reserves was on account of a
decline in the Foreign
Currency Assets (FCAs), a
major component of the over-
all reserves, and also in the
gold reserves, the central bank
said.
FCAs fell by USD 6.527 billion
to USD 511.562 billion in the
reporting week, according to
the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by RBI.
Expressed in dollar terms,
FCAs include the effect of
appreciation or depreciation of
non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Foreign exchange reserves fall
USD 7.541 bln to USD 572.712 bn

T
elugu superstar
V i j a y
Deverakonda,

who is making his
debut as a pan-
Indian star with
the film 'Liger',
says that as much
as he loves to do
more films, he is
bad at multi-task-
ing and focused
on one film at a
time.

Speaking in
Mumbai, Vijay
said: "Honestly, I
am really bad at
multi-tasking. I
can focus on one
thing at a time. I
get confused

otherwise if I take too
much on my plate, get
confused; it's not in my
capability. So I will only
do one film at a time."

The 'Liger' protagonist
played by Vijay has a
speech problem, which,
according to the actor,
added another layer to
the character. "My char-
acter in the film has a
stammering problem and
that made it more inter-
esting," Vijay said. "On
one hand, he is the guy
who is physically so
strong and intimidating
to others, he is a fighter,
but he can't even utter the
simple three words 'I love
you' to the girl he loves.

Manushi

Chhillar: 

I have been

noticed because

of my work in

debut film

Bollywood actress Manushi
Chhillar, who will be seen

starring opposite actor John
Abraham in the upcoming film
'Tehran', believes that she has
been noticed because of her
work in her debut film 'Samrat
Prithviraj'. 'Tehran' is a film
inspired by true events and
Manushi is ecstatic to have land-
ed her third big Bollywood proj-
ect. She says: "I'm thrilled to
have signed my third film and
it's amazing that I have been
noticed because of my work in
debut film in which I really put
in my everything."
"I personally love this genre of
films that are inspired by true
events and I hope to do my best
in Tehran. I have to thank my
producer Dinesh Vijan for his
trust in me and for mak-
ing me a part of this
incredible project."
The young actress
adds: "I'm really
looking forward
to working with John
Abraham and creatively collabo-
rating with him in Tehran. I
thank my director Arun Gopalan
for believing that I can be a part
of his vision."
"It is amazing to be associated
with such big projects at the
start of my career and this val-
idates my belief in myself as
an actor. I want to give it my
all in Tehran and I hope I get
love from media and audi-
ences." Manushi is happy that
the media and audience have
also loved her new look in the
film. She adds: "I sport a new
look in this film and I'm really
excited about it. I want to do
varied roles and be a part of
the best films being made by
our industry."

A
s his epic film
'Tanhaji: The
Unsung Warrior'

bagged three honours at
the 68th National Film
Awards, the film's director
Om Raut took a moment to
thank everyone for the big
win and mentioned how
the lead actor Ajay Devgn
is the true hero by all
means.

The film has bagged
awards for Best Popular
Film Providing
W h o l e s o m e
Entertainment, Ajay
Devgn won the Best Actor
award (shared) and
Nachiket Barve and
Mahesh Sherla won the
Best Costume Design
award.

Raut said in a statement
that 'Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior' was his "labour
of love". He went on to
note: "The film had the
wholehearted support
of Ajay Devgn Sir, who
not only agreed to play
the lead but also took
the efforts to produce
it. I'm happy the film
has won the Best Film
Award for Wholesome
Entertainment at the
68th National Awards."

The director added:
"I also congratulate
Ajay Sir for his win as
Best Actor in the
film. He was Tanhaji
in the truest form.
This would be incom-
plete without a spe-
cial mention for Saif
sir whose support has
been crucial for the out-
come of this film. I
would also like to
c o n g r a t u l a t e
Nachiket Barve and
Mahesh Sherla, who

won the Best Costume
Designer award."

He concluded by saying:
"A film is not a one-man
show, it is the effort of its
entire team, the cast and
crew are the pillars of
each project. This
award is for each per-
son who worked on
Tanhaji- they are all
my unsung heroes. I
am happy our film got
commercial success
and true appreciation.
Awards and rewards
are truly heartening."

ACROSS

1. Snapshot

6. Mimicked

10. Duos

14. Pointed a gun

15. Fleshy fruit

16. Whetstone

17. Tire pattern

18. Deep respect

20. Perceived

22. Opposer

23. Goad

25. Compass direction (abbr.)

26. Wise about

29. Edict

32. Each

35. Courageous person

36. Additional ones

37. Distinctive time

38. Bard of ____

39. Furnace fuel

40. Chimed

41. Race an engine

42. Talisman

45. Cleveland's lake

46. Before, to Keats

47. Boat basin

48. Arctic transport

49. Cozy retreat

50. Elm or pine

52. Sat in on

57. Squeal

61. Cleaned (clothes)

63. Navigate

64. Uncle's wife

65. Peruvian capital

66. Church official

67. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

68. Corrosive substance

69. Students' tables

DOWN

1. Taps gently

2. Employ

3. Forewarning

4. Chef's measure

5. More peculiar

6. Fourth mo.

7. Look narrowly

8. Roof edge

9. Bureau

10. Not those

11. Refuses to

12. Single time

13. Visionary

19. Ascends

21. Flightless bird

24. Alternate route

26. Chicago's airport

27. At no time

28. Treasure ____

30. Spicy dish

31. Ease up

32. Oyster gem

33. "Sesame Street" character

34. Was furious

40. Colonize again

42. Revise

43. Nelson ____ of South Africa

44. Small pastry

49. Small depressions

51. Relieved

52. Woeful word

53. Tense

54. Canned fish

55. Rock's ____ Clapton

56. Actress ____ Moore

58. Turner and Kennedy

59. Scallion's kin

60. Miscalculates

62. Mom's mate
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Once your brain gets hooked on something,
Aquarius, you're likely to take it to the
extreme. Be careful of overworking your-
self in a certain issue that requires a more
rational, temperate attitude. You may get
into trouble if you insist on going off the
deep end. Don't tackle issues you aren't
ready to handle. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your brain is likely to be working overtime,
Pisces. Things were going along just fine
until you suddenly ran into an unexpected
snag that kept you from where you want
to be. It's as if the hamster wheel you've
been running on suddenly jammed. Even
though you're still working just as hard,
the wheel simply won't turn. Perhaps it's
time to step off and take a break.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try not to get too wrapped up in the
mental side of things, Aries. Perhaps
you're trying to work everything
through in your mind. You'll find that
there are strong forces outside your own
trying their hardest to manipulate your
thinking. It might be good to step away
from the situation and do more process-
ing with your heart. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's possible that you've been so emo-
tional about a certain issue that you've
taken it way too far, Taurus.
Fortunately, your reasoning has finally
caught up with your feelings. Now it's
time for a reckoning. Give your brain a
chance to sort things out and bring the
situation back into equilibrium. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may experience a transformation in
your thinking. It's bound to affect every
aspect of your life, Gemini. By always ques-
tioning, you work through difficult issues
that require a constant reshuffling of view-
points. Feel free to open yourself up to new
ways of thinking as you dismiss old ways
that no longer serve you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be overwhelmed by an
onslaught of communication from
someone you didn't expect to hear
from, Cancer. It could be that this per-
son suddenly puts a monkey wrench in
your plans. It's important to adapt and
allow for the constant changes that are
bound to come your way. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Someone might feel obligated to give you
their two cents even if you didn't ask for
it, Leo. Be careful not to dismiss this infor-
mation without giving it proper consider-
ation. This knowledge comes to you for a
reason, and it's possible that it's the very
piece of information you need now in
order to complete the puzzle. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

It's time to finally apply the knowledge
you've accumulated and come to recog-
nize the truth, Virgo. Perhaps you've
been sitting on the facts while contem-
plating their meaning. It's now time to
get this information out into the open.
There's no doubt that this action is likely
to make waves, but that's OK. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When it comes to issues that require real
thinking, be careful of letting someone
else take control. You might have a rather
lazy attitude in this department, Libra,
and it could be tempting to simply let
someone else do the thinking for you.
This attitude is apt to lead you down the
wrong path for you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There's likely to be a powerful force at
work trying to manipulate the way you
think about a certain situation, Scorpio.
Be conscious of the source of your facts.
It could be that someone is giving you
tainted information so you'll act in a way
that is favorable to his or her plan. Others
may not be looking out for your best
interests, so it's important that you are.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't second-guess yourself today,
Sagittarius. It could be that you're
wavering so much about a decision
that even after you make it, you hesi-
tate to follow through with it. Once you
make up your mind about something,
stick with it. Have confidence in your
own mental process. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Other people may try to wield their
power even when it isn't their place.
This is one time when people may try
to show off their IQ by offering random
facts that don't offer anything useful to
the situation at hand but just serve to
prove their knowledge of esoteric triv-
ia. Try not to buy into other people's
displays of power, Capricorn. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 370

SOLUTION 369
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K
nown not only for
her culinary magic
but also witty solu-

tions and positive out-
look, Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) has wedged her-
self into audience’s
hearts and minds ever
since the show began.
Currently we witness
Pushpa's youngest child,
Rashi (Deshna Dugad),
entangled in a web of
problems and yet again
she is there to stand up
for her daughter and get
her out of this mess.

Hiding from her family,
Rashi attends a party se-
cretly, not realizing that
Aryan is stalking her, and
clicks a picture of her
while she’s pretending to
hold a beer bottle. Aryan
uses this picture to black-
mail Rashi, as payback
for ignoring him. Fearing
that the picture will be
circulated and embarrass
her family, a horrified

Rashi tries to talk him out
of it. Unable to persuade
him into deleting the
image, she thinks she has
no option but to skip
school and agree to his de-
mand to meet him as a
means to make amends

for ignoring him.
What will Pushpa do

when she gets to know
that her teenage daughter
is being blackmailed and
how will she deal with it?

Karuna Pandey por-
traying Pushpa com-

ments, “Such crimes
don’t only affect the vic-
tim but also those around
them. It is an invasion of
privacy of not only the
victim but also their fami-
ly and friends. In such sit-
uations it’s necessary that
they don’t just speak to
their close ones, they
should also lodge a com-
plaint with the police as
not doing so will only in-
crease the confidence of
the perpetrator in com-
mitting such crimes.
Also, you never know
how many such victims
will fall prey to these
crimes if you don’t try to
stop it. So please, if you
are a victim of blackmail,
stalking or any such
crimes, don’t suffer silent-
ly and don’t be afraid,
fight back.”

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible from Monday
to Friday at 9:30 PM only
on Sony SAB!

Pushpa protects Rashi
from blackmail

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s mytho-
logical narrative,

Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala, weaves a beau-
tiful story of a mother-
son bond from Yashoda’s
(Neha Sargam) point of
view. Highlighting the
multi-faceted perspective
of a mother, viewers have
witnessed how Yashoda is
a loving and protective
mother who grows cau-
tious of her son having
multiple visitors who de-
sire to meet her little
Kanha. Kans on the other
hand wants to harm Lord
Krishna and sends his
people time and again to
gain victory. Portraying
the role of Kans is ace tel-
evision actor Ram
Yashwardhan who talks
about his role so far in the
show.

Ram Yashvardhan es-
saying the role of Kans
says, "To begin with, play-
ing Kans has been an ex-

hilarating experience and
I am glad that the makers
found me fit to play a
character who has so
many layers to bring out
on-screen. To bring au-
thenticity in my portray-
al, I underwent a thor-
ough process of prepara-
tion. I spent a lot of time
on my body language and

dialogue delivery as when
it comes to playing a
mythological role, clarity
and understanding are
the key factors that at-
tract a viewer. I sat down
with the director and
went over every element
of Kans starting from his
appearance to body lan-
guage and more to under-

stand the intricacies of
the character.”He further
adds, “The director and
the entire cast of the
show are very kind and
supportive. There is so
much positivity on the
sets that I tend to forget
that I am playing a nega-
tive character. We enjoy a
lot in between the shots.

‘Playing Kans has been an
exhilarating experience’

Ajay Devgn is a ‘true
hero’, says elated

‘Tanhaji’ director Om Raut

Vijay took three days to
master the stutter of
‘Liger’ lead character
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Bengaluru, Jul 23 (PTI):

Indian women's cricket
team captain
Harmanpreet Kaur has
"grown up" watching
multi-sporting events like
the Commonwealth Games
and she is already getting
goosebumps thinking

about the walk she will
take with the rest of the
contingent at the opening
ceremony on July 28.

Women's cricket is mak-
ing its debut at the
Commonwealth Games.

This tournament is very
important for us. This time
we are playing for a medal.

If I speak about myself, we
have grown watching
these kind of tournaments
and we are glad that we are
also getting an opportuni-

ty, we will be part of a big
event.

"I think in the future, if
we keep getting these
(kind of) opportunities, it
will be great for us,

Harmanpreet said at the
pre-departure press con-

ference here on Saturday.
Harmanpreet, who has

played in the World Cups
before, is looking forward
to a different experience.

When you were speak-
ing, I actually felt that I am
walking on that (CWG)
road, because that is what
we are talking about and
this time we are going to be
part of multi-sporting
event.

Now it is not only about
cricket but other teams
also and we will be there
for them to cheer up and

we want to celebrate each
and every medal. This time
it will be totally different
and we are all very excited,
she said.

Each game crucial
India are clubbed in

Group A alongside arch-ri-
vals Pakistan, Australia
and Barbados. They open
their campaign against

Australia on July 29.
Whenever we play

against them (teams like
Australia), they have al-
ways given us tough com-
petition. And this time
also, we are looking very
positive. Every game will
be crucial for us and we
will try to give 100 per cent.

According to Harman, it
is important to perform
well in big events.

Yes, as a cricketer, we al-
ways want that we want to
play more cricket and this
year we are getting to par-
ticipate in a multi-sport
event. So, when you go for
a big-event it is important
to perform well, the more
we get such tournaments,
it is good for women's
cricket.

Harman said she will
think about what approach
the team will take after
seeing the conditions. The
team departs on Sunday.

Look, you are speaking
about targets (totals), once
we reach England, then
only we can see. Right now
we don't have any idea
about the wickets. If you
talk about our team, we al-
ways love to play positive
cricket and that is what we
have been doing for a long -
time and the approach will
be the same, she added.

Have grown up
watching events

like these,
Harmanpreet
Kaur on CWG

debut

Javelin thrower
Annu Rani 

finishes seventh 
in World C’ships

Eugene, Jul 23 (PTI):

India's Annu Rani finished
seventh in the women's
javelin throw final with a
below-par effort of 61.12m
at the World Championships
here. Competing in her sec-
ond consecutive final in the
showpiece, Rani achieved
her best of the day in her
second attempt, but failed
to cross the 60m mark in
other five throws on Friday.
Her series read 56.18m,
61.12m, 59.27m, 58.14m,
59.98m and 58.70m. The 29-
year-old has a season's and
personal best of 63.82m. A
personal best effort would
have handed Rani a medal
but it was not to be as she
struggled in her campaign
in the showpiece. The
national record holder had
qualified for the final as
eighth best in the qualifica-
tion round with a throw of
59.60m.
Defending champion Kelsey-
Lee Barber of Australia won
the gold with a best and
world leading throw of
66.91m. American Kara
Winger took the silver with
a last round effort of
64.05m, while Japan's
Haruka Kitaguchi of Japan
won a surprise bronze with
her best throw of 63.27m.
Olympic champion Shiying
Liu of China was fourth with
a best performance of
63.25m. This was Rani's
third appearance in the
showpiece. She had finished
eighth in the finals with a
best throw of 61.12m in the
last edition in 2019 in Doha.
She could not qualify for the
finals in 2017 in London
after finishing 10th in her
qualification group.
Annu had broken her own
national record with a throw
of 63.82m while winning
gold during the Indian Open
Javelin Throw Competition
in May in Jamshedpur.

Eugene, Jul 23 (AP):

Shaunae Miller-Uibo
ran away with the 400-
meter title at world cham-
pionships. Now, she may
be walking away from the
one-lap event for good.

From now on, the
sprinter from the
Bahamas will dabble
more in the 200-meter
realm.

Although she's hinted
at that particular plan be-
fore, this time it seems
more permanent.

She's already a two-
time Olympic gold medal-
ist in the 400 and just cap-
tured a world title Friday
the one crown missing
from her resume.

"I'm putting it to rest.
I've accomplished it all in
the event," said Miller-
Uibo, who finished in
49.11 seconds to beat
Marileidy Paulino of the
Dominican Republic.
Perfect way (to go out).
I've checked all the boxes.
This is the last one to
check off (in the 400) and
I did. I'm very proud of
myself.

Miller-Uibo's eager for a
new challenge. This defi-
nitely counts: Stepping
down in distance into a 200
where Shericka Jackson of
Jamaica just ran the sec-
ond-fastest time ever on
her way to gold Thursday
night. They're setting the
stage pretty high, Miller-
Uibo said. "I'm so proud of
the girls and I think that
they're really showing out
right now and showing the
world exactly what we can
do. I can't wait.

The runner with the
long aqua/turquoise-col-
ored hair was in no hurry

to leave the track after her
win at Hayward Field. She
took off her shoes after the
race and headed over to
the trackside seats where

her family watched. She
sprawled out on the track
to catch her breath for a
moment and hugged her
husband.

Miller-Uibo wins 400
at worlds, says days in

event numbered

Bahamas' Shaunae Miller-Uibo crosses the finish line to win the
women's 400m final during the World Athletics Championships
at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon.

Port of Spain, Jul 23 (PTI):

Stand-in skipper Shikhar
Dhawan will again look to
make a statement as the
Indian team, made up of
fringe players, take on the
West Indies in the second
ODI here on Sunday.

Having won the first
game by three runs, anoth-
er victory will give India a
successive ODI series win
in the Caribbean.

Be it Dhawan and come-
back man Shubman Gill's
aggressive opening stand,
or Mohammad Siraj's
emergence as the leader of
the bowling attack in the
absence of the experienced
Mohammed Shami and
Jasprit Bumrah, India
ticked all the boxes on
Friday to go 1-0 up in the
three-match series.

First up, it was about Gill
as the highly-rated opener,
returning to the ODI fold
after more than 19 months,
seized the opportunity with
both hands with a career-

best 64.
Picked ahead of Ruturaj

Gaikwad and Ishan
Kishan, Gill made batting
look easy when most of
them struggled after the
ball got softer at the
Queen's Park Oval.

Throughout his knock,
he scored at a run-a-ball
and smashed six bound-
aries and a couple of sixes,
and it took a run out to end
his stay in the middle.

It is up to Gill to convert
his fine starts into big
knocks, and he would cer-
tainly look to do just that
and cement his place in the
team.

Dhawan played the per-
fect second fiddle to Gill as
the opening stand was
worth 119 from 106 balls,
but the senior batter nar-
rowly missed out on his
18th century.

With Shreyas Iyer too
finding some form with a
half-century, it was a per-
fect top-three act by the
Indian team, but a middle-

order collapse followed and
India settled for 308 for
seven after being in a posi-
tion to go beyond 350.

In the middle-order, the
spotlight would be on Sanju
Samson the batter as he
once again failed to make
use of the opportunity at
this level, returning with
an 18-ball 12.

The Kerala stumper,
however, made up for his
lack of runs with a stun-
ning boundary save at the
death, which played a part
in India pulling off a win in
the last-ball of the match
with Mohammed Siraj de-
fending 15 runs.

On Sunday, the likes of
Suryakumar Yadav,
Samson, Deepak Hooda
and Axar Patel would like
to deliver. Dhawan pulled
off a surprise in the ab-
sence of the injured

Ravindra Jadeja, making
part-time spinner Deepak
Hooda bowl ahead of spe-
cialist Yuzvendra Chahal
inside the first 20 overs.
Chahar returned wicket-
less but he was the most
economical (4.40) bowler of
the day for the Indians, fin-
ishing with 0/22 from his
five overs and forcing the
West Indies to play catch
up.

Siraj stood out as the
pace spearhead dismissed
Nicholas Pooraj in the mid-
dle overs and returned at
the death with his perfect
yorkers. With the series on
the line, the West Indies
would look to put an end to
their losing streak in ODIs
which has now stretched to
seven matches, including a
0-3 loss to Bangladesh in
the preceding rubber.

The series is not part of
the ICC World Cup Super
League, and the West
Indies have an opportunity
to play without the pres-
sure of the standings.

India aim to fix middle-order woes: 2nd ODI

Axar Patel of 
India takes part in 
a training session. 

Galle, Jul 23 (AP):

Angelo Mathews was
one of the beneficiaries of
Kumar Sangakkara's
youth push in 2009, when
he made his test debut at
age 22 in Galle against
Pakistan.

Thirteen years later,
he's set to play in his 100th
test.

It's at the same venue
and against the same op-
position. The second test
between Sri Lanka and
Pakistan starts Sunday.

In the last two years,
Mathews has lost his place
in white ball cricket but
he's been the leading bats-
man on the test team. He
produced back-to-back
hundreds (199 and 145) to
help Sri Lanka win a test
series in Bangladesh in
May and he's on the verge
of 7,000 test runs.

It would be nice to get to
10,000 test runs. Not many

guys have done that and
that's something that I
want to achieve," the 35-
year-old Mathews said
Saturday.

Jimmy Anderson is my
inspiration, he said of
England's record wicket-
taker.

"At the age of 40, he's
still delivering and he
wants to do it for a couple
of more years. It's the
drive that you have. This
is not going to stop here
and I still have few more
years left. Age is just a
number and I'll work on
my fitness.

From a young age,
Mathews impressed. He
featured in two ICC
Under-19 World Cups cap-
taining the 2006 edition
and in his first major ICC
event the 2009 T20 World
Cup in England he was the
standout performer as Sri
Lanka finished runner-up
to Pakistan.

Mathews to become only sixth
Sri Lankan to reach 100 tests

Sri Lanka's Angelo Mathews
fields a ball during a practice

session on the eve of their
second cricket Test match

against Pakistan at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium

in Galle on July 23.

Manchester, Jul 23 (AP):

England skittled out
South Africa for 83 to win
the rain-affected second one-
day international by 118
runs and send their three-
match series to a decider.
The start of the match at
Old Trafford of Friday was
delayed for almost four
hours, meaning it was re-
duced to 29 overs per side
and England scrambled to
post a total of 201 after being
put into bat.

A strong bowling per-
formance immediately put
South Africa on the back
foot, with the tourists re-
duced to 6-4 after four overs
as Janneman Malan, Rassie
van der Dussen and Aiden
Markram were all out for
ducks. The spin of Adil
Rashid (3-29) and Moeen Ali
(2-22) finished off the South
Africans in just 20.4 overs.

The only real resistance
came from Heinrich
Klassen, who hit 33 before
being stumped by Jos
Buttler soon after England's
w i cke t ke e p e r- c ap t a i n
showed brilliant reactions
to run out Markram with a

close-range throw. The final
ODI will take place in Leeds
on Sunday. South Africa
won the first match by 62
runs at Durham on Tuesday,
when England allrounder
Ben Stokes made his final
ODI appearance.

England beats SA by 118 runs,
takes ODI series to decider

England's players walk off the pitch after winning the second 
one-day international (ODI) cricket match between England and
South Africa at Old Trafford in Manchester.

Bengaluru, Jul 23 (PTI):

Once acclimatised to the
weather in the UK, the
Indian men's hockey team
will do "whatever it takes
to win a medal" at the
Commonwealth Games,
skipper Manpreet Singh
said on Saturday.

The team left for
Birmingham on Saturday
to take part in the multi-
sport event, which is
scheduled from July 28 to
August 8.

"We are quite excited
about this event as we
have been training for this
competition for quite some
time now, and we are look-
ing forward to putting on
our best show against
some of the best teams in
the world.

"Having worked on our
strengths and weaknesses
in the last few months, we
will do whatever it takes to

win a medal here,"
Manpreet said before de-
parture. India is placed in
Pool B along with England,
Canada, Wales, and Ghana.
The team will kick off its
campaign against Ghana
on July 31. Manpreet also
believes that India's third-
place finish in the FIH
Men's Hockey Pro League
season 2021 2022, where
they faced tough competi-
tion, will help them in
Birmingham.

Focussed on getting accustomed
to weather in UK: Manpreet

Port of Spain, Jul 23 (PTI):

Shikhar Dhawan made
a well crafted 97 while
Shubmam Gill made a
classy 64 in his ODI come-
back before India held
their nerves to pull off a
three-run win over the
West Indies in the series
opener here.

Openers Dhawan (97 off
99 balls) and Gill (64 off
53) shared an 119-run
stand before the West
Indies fought back to re-
strict India to 308 for
seven.

The West Indies needed
15 off the final over for a
record chase at Queens
Park Oval but
Mohammed Siraj was
able to stop a rampaging
Romario Shepherd (38 not
out off 25).

At the top of order, Kyle

Mayers (75 off 68) and
Shamarh Brooks (46 off
61) raised West Indies'
hopes with an 117-run
stand for the second wick-
et before Brandon King
(54 off 66) took the game
deep. In the end, the West
Indies fell short and
ended at 305 for six.

Shardul Thakur had
struck twice earlier in the
chase to bring back India
into the game as he re-
moved the set duo of
Mayers and Brooks.

The highly rated
Mayers played a few spec-
tacular strokes in his in-
nings, including a one
legged pull shot off Siraj.

Skipper Nicholas
Pooran (25 off 26) came in
and punished Prasidh
Krishna with two flat
sixes over deep square leg
and deep midwicket.

India pull off last ball win
over West Indies in first ODI

Odia actor, actress
face wife’s wrath in
public over ‘affair’

Bhubaneswar, Jul 23
(PTI): High drama unfolded
in the streets of the Odisha
capital on Saturday as
Ollywood actor Babushaan
Mohanty's wife had a public
brawl with the star and ac-
tress Prakuti Mishra over
an alleged extramarital af-
fair. Multiple videos of the
dramatic scenes went viral
online as Trupti Sathapathy
was purportedly trying to
drag Mohanty out of an
SUV, which was also occu-
pied by Mishra in the left
seat in the front. Mohanty's
T-shirt was torn as locals
took out their mobile
phones to record the fracas,
which was going on amid
light drizzle. Horns could be
heard blaring in some
videos as the car was block-
ing the road and some could
be telling them to park the
car along the kerb as it was
blocking the road.

Jammu, Jul 23 (PTI): 

A fresh batch of 7,053
Amarnath pilgrims left the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp
here on Saturday for the
twin base camps in
Ganderbal district but over
half of them were forced to
return due to highway clo-
sure, officials said. The pil-
grims left in 243 vehicles
escorted by the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), they said.

As many as 2,504 pil-

grims headed to the Baltal
base camp were the first to
leave in 88 vehicles, fol-
lowed by the second convoy
of 155 vehicles carrying
4,649 pilgrims to the
Pahalgam base camp, the
officials said. However, the

convoy headed to
Pahalgam returned to the
Bhagwati Nagar base camp
as the Jammu-Srinagar
highway was closed due to
landslides triggered by
rains. The convoy headed
to Baltal was halted at

Ramban and the pilgrims
were housed in the Yatri
Niwas camp. Heavy
overnight rains in Jammu
have triggered landslides
and mudslides. The
Amarnath Yatra was sus-
pended from Jammu on
Friday due to inclement
weather and bad condition
of the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway. The 43-day
Amarnath Yatra to the
3,880-metre-high cave
shrine in south Kashmir
Himalayas commenced on
June 29. So far, over 2.22
lakh pilgrims have offered
prayers at the cave shrine,
housing the naturally
formed ice Shiv lingam,
the officials said.

Kolkata, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The five-decade-long po-
litical career of senior
TMC leader Partha
Chatterjee seems to have
received a huge jolt with
the Enforcement
Directorate arresting him
on Saturday in connection
with its investigation into
the alleged school jobs
scam in West Bengal.

Chatterjee, 69, who
presently holds the indus-
try and state parliamentary
affairs portfolios of the
Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment, was the education
minister from 2014 to 2021,
during which the alleged ir-
regularities in teacher re-
cruitment occurred.

Chatterjee stepped into
politics as a leader of
Congress students' wing
Chatra Parishad- in the late
sixties during his college
years, inspired by then fire-
brand youth leaders
Subrata Mukherjee and
Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi.
His political career halted
after he decided to take up a
high-profile corporate job
in the mid-seventies.

Chatterjee decided to
take a plunge into active
politics after Banerjee
broke away from the
Congress and formed the
TMC on January 1, 1998. He
went on to win from the
Behala Paschim Assembly
constituency for five con-
secutive terms since 2001

on a TMC ticket.
Chatterjee's high point in

his political career came in
2006 when he was appoint-
ed as the leader of the TMC
party in the assembly and
later leader of the opposi-
tion. As Banerjee fought
against the mighty Left
Front regime on the streets
of Bengal on the issue of
forcible land acquisition in
Singur and Nandigram,
Chatterjee became the
voice of the opposition in
the assembly.

Chatterjee was at the
forefront when his party
took on then chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya
in the assembly on the is-
sues of land acquisitions.
During that period in 2007,

he was appointed as TMC's
secretary-general by
Banerjee.

After the party came to
power four years later, he
was given charge of indus-
try and parliamentary af-
fairs. However, in a cabinet
reshuffle in 2014, he was re-
moved from the industry
department and given
charge of education.

Considered a loyalist of
the party supremo,
Chatterjee, along with a
few others, was at the fore-
front in leading the old
guards during the alleged
inner-party struggle be-
tween the young brigade
and the veterans that broke
out in the TMC in January-
February this year.

TN PASSPORT SCAM

Chennai, Jul 23 (PTI): 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Saturday said the
probe into a passport rack-
et involving Sri Lankan
Tamils has revealed the in-
volvement of 41 people, in-
cluding police and passport
officials, and that a final re-
port in the matter will be
filed in a court soon. The
case was being probed by
the Madurai division of the
state police's Q Branch,
that deals with extremist
activities, after it received
information that some
Lankan nationals were try-
ing to obtain Indian pass-
ports to travel abroad.

A case in this regard was
registered in September
2019, a Home Department
release here said. A probe
into procurement of pass-
ports by submitting fake
documents revealed the in-
volvement of 41 people, in-

cluding five police officials,
14 zonal passport officers
and two postal department
employees, it said. A total of
15 persons -- four Sri
Lankan Tamils and 11 trav-
el agents -- have been ar-
rested in connection with
the case so far.

Sanction has been ac-
corded by the police and
postal departments to initi-
ate action against the re-
spective employees, even as
the Madurai Collector had
in May this year gave con-
sent to file a charge sheet
against the then Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Intelligence) over the mat-
ter, it said. While sanction
has been sought from the
Centre to take action
against 14 passport officials
in December 2021, a com-
munication was received
from it seeking some clari-
fications which have been
submitted in March 2022.

Bhopal, Jul 23 (PTI): 

Union Minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday asked
the youth to draw inspira-
tion from legendary free-
dom fighter Chandra
Shekhar Azad and turn
India into a "vishwa guru"
(world leader) over the next
25 years. Thakur was ad-
dressing virtually the inau-
gural session of the two-
day state level 'Yuva
Mahapanchayat' (Youth
Mega Conference) under-
way here.

Azad, who laid down his
life fighting the British,
was born on July 23 in 1906
in Madhya Pradesh's
Alirajpur district.
Exhorting the youth, the
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
said, "Set a goal for yourself
and contribute to make the
country self-reliant. Play
your part in making India

a vishwa guru in the next
25 years. Emulate
Chandra Shekhar Azad,
who made a vital contribu-
tion in the country's strug-
gle for Independence."
Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the country had
made remarkable progress
in the sphere of start-ups,
the contribution of the
youth in which was im-
mense, he said.

"There are 65,000 start-
ups and 102 unicorns (a pri-
vately held startup compa-
ny valued at over USD 1 bil-
lion is termed a unicorn in
business parlance) today
(in the country). This
speaks of Rising India," he
asserted. The country had
managed to develop vac-
cines to combat coron-
avirus, and the number of
doses administered cross-
ing the 200 crore mark was
a huge achievement.

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI): 

A woman was allegedly
raped by two railway em-
ployees in a room at the
New Delhi station, the na-
tional transporter said on
Saturday. Four railway em-
ployees, including two
who stood guard outside
the room, have been ar-
rested. All the four ac-
cused work in the electri-
cal department, the
Railways said.

The accused have been
identified as Satish Kumar
(35), Vinod Kumar (38),
Mangal Chand Meena (33)
and Jagdish Chand (37),
according to the Delhi
Police.

The woman, who was
found on platform 8-9 on
Friday, narrated her or-
deal to officials and they
informed the Railway
Protection Force (RPF),
the Railways said.

The woman told the offi-
cials that she has been sep-
arated from her husband
for the last one year and is
engaged in a court case for
divorce. Around two years
back, she came in contact
with a man through a com-
mon friend. The man told
her that he is a railway
employee and can arrange
a job for her too, it said.

Both of them continued
talking on the phone. On
July 21, the accused invit-
ed her to his house for a
party to celebrate his son's
birthday and for buying a
new house, according to

the Railways.
He picked up the woman

from Kirti Nagar metro
station around 10.30 pm
and brought her to plat-
form 8-9 at the railway sta-
tion. He asked her to sit in
a hut for electrical mainte-
nance staff, the national
transporter said.

Later, the man came to
the hut along with his
friend and bolted it from
inside. The two sexually
assaulted the woman one
after another. Two accom-
plices of the accused facili-
tated the assault by guard-
ing the room from outside,
it said.

All the four accused
have been arrested. They
were produced before a
local court, which sent
them to judicial custody,
the Railways said.

Nagpur, Jul 23 (PTI): 

For hundreds of tribals
living in six remote ham-
lets in Maharashtra's
Gadchiroli, stocking up es-
sentials and medicines be-
fore the onset of monsoon
is an annual ritual as rains
cut off these places from
the rest of the district for
four months due to the
swollen water bodies.

Situated on the
Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh
border, Binagunda,
Turremarka, Kovakodi,
Perimilbatti, Fodewada
and Damanmarka villages
form the state's last fron-
tier. Talking to PTI, an offi-
cial based in Bhamragad

taluka, which is about 36
km from these places, said
the six hamlets surround-
ed by hills are the remotest
and last villages on the
state border.

"Nearly 500 tribals from
these villages mostly earn
their living by gathering
forest produce, cutting
bamboo and cultivating
millet called 'kosri'," he
said. While there is no
power supply in these ham-
lets, some houses have
small solar units, the offi-
cial said.

However, come mon-
soon, the lack of basic in-
frastructure may seem like
the least of the concerns
for these villages that get
cut off from the taluka and
district headquarters for
four months from July till
October as streams and

other water bodies get
swollen following rains.

A big nullah called
Gundinoor, which does not
have a bridge over it, gets
flooded during rains, affect-
ing the connectivity to the
region, he said. Tribals in
these villages have to either
walk 18 to 25 km to Laheri
village or cross the nullah
in a "donga" (small wooden
boat), the official said.

Ahead of the monsoon,
the administration reaches
out to these villages to pro-
vide essentials and life-sav-
ing medicines, which will
last for four months, he
said, adding that the near-
est healthcare facility is
about 18 km away in
Laheri.

The administration has
also appointed four 'kot-
wals' (local revenue staff),

who keep visiting these vil-
lages to apprise the author-
ities of the situation, the
official said. Before the
start of the rains this year,
the administration had
shifted expectant mothers
from these villages to a
shelter home in
Bhamragadh, as a precau-
tionary measure, he said.

Among other steps, the
authorities have approved
the construction of a
bridge on the Gundinoor
nullah and the tender
process has also been com-
pleted, the official said.

Speaking to PTI, one of
the kotwals living in
Laheri village said he has
been unable to travel to the
area, as many small
streams and nullahs start-
ed flowing during the re-
cent rains.

Shinde govt will collapse: Aaditya 
Paithan (Maha), Jul 23 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena leader
Aaditya Thackeray on
Saturday claimed that the
Eknath Shinde-led gov-
ernment will soon col-
lapse and Maharashtra
will have mid-term elec-
tions. Speaking before a
gathering of party work-
ers here on the third day
of his `Shiv Samvad
Yatra', an outreach cam-
paign, he also said the
rebel Sena legislators be-
trayed his father, then
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, when he was
unwell.

Paithan is the Assembly
constituency of Sena
MLA and former minister
Sandipan Bhumre who
has joined the rebel Shiv
Sena faction led by chief
minister Shinde. "Mark
my words.. this govern-
ment will soon collapse

and Maharashtra will
have to face mid-term
polls," said Aaditya, a for-
mer minister himself.

Rubbishing Bhumre's
claim that Sena ministers
in the previous Sena-NCP-
Congress government did
not get funds, Aaditya
Thackeray said Paithan
region got the first scheme
under the Marathwada
water-grid project.

"Bhumre was given
Assembly ticket five times.
When I thought of every-
thing we have done for
these people, tears came to
my eyes. But this is not the
time to cry, this is the time
to fight," he said.

The state faced rain fury
in the last fortnight and
many lives were lost, but
the government is being
run by only two people
(Shinde and his deputy
Devendra Fadnavis), the
Sena leader said. He called

the 40 rebel MLAs as "trai-
tors" who conspired to split
the Shiv Sena when his fa-
ther was unwell and lead-
ing the fight against the
coronavirus pandemic.

Later in the day, Aaditya
also spoke at a rally at
Nevasa in Ahmednagar
district where he praised
Shankarrao Gadakh, a
Sena ally and MLA of

Krantikari Shetkari
Paksh. "If you have friends,
they should be like
Gadakh. Your own people
(on the other hand) betray
you and turn traitors," he
said, speaking even as it
rained heavily.

"Gadakh was firm on his
decision to stay with
Uddhav-ji and kept his
commitment even after the
government was toppled.
While working in the gov-
ernment, Uddhav-ji's only
mistake was that he could-
n't indulge in politicking.

He did not snoop on his
MLAs and MPs. We will
continue to commit this
mistake, because if we
can't trust Shiv Sena work-
ers, who do we trust," he
said. Aaditya also said that
the rebel Sena MLAs who
have been "forced to revolt"
were welcome to return to
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
party if they wished so.

p As swollen water 
bodies snap road links

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  JULY  24,  2022

̈̈ 4 railway employees
arrested

̈̈ Over half return
due to highway
closure
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People walk along the Ridge during monsoon rain in Shimla, Saturday.

MONSOON RAINS

A  devotee carries offerings during the Aadi Krithigai festival celebrations at the Subrahmanya temple, in Bengaluru, Saturday. 

AADI KRITHIGAI FEST

Predicts mid-term polls in Maha

Six hamlets in Gadchiroli face
annual monsoon ordeal 

Woman gang-raped 
inside New Delhi station

‘Probe reveals involvement of
police and passport officials’

Emulate  Azad, play your part
in making India ‘vishwa guru’

ANURAG THAKUR TO YOUTH

Partha Chatterjee: From trusted lieutenant
of Mamata to ‘scam-tainted’ minister

Over 7,000 pilgrims leave for
Amarnath cave shrine from Jammu

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims stand in a queue to enter the
Bhagwati Nagar-base camp in Jammu.


