
Bus fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Twenty-one
children had a narrow
escape after their school
bus caught fire in north
west Delhi's Rohini on
Thursday, officials  said.
According to fire officials,
they received information
about the incident at 2.14
pm following which three
fire tenders were rushed to
the spot to douse the blaze.
Delhi Fire Services director
Atul Garg said the vehicle
caught fire near a dispen-
sary at Sai Baba Mandir T-
point in Rohini Sector 7.

Kanwar yatra 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: A 25-km Kanwar
yatra on foot will be taken
out from Har Ki Pairi in
Haridwar on July 26 with
the message of fighting
gender inequality. The
yatra will start from Har Ki
Pairi and conclude with a
'jalabhishek' at the ancient
Veerbhadra temple in
Rishikesh, Uttarakhand's
women empowerment
Minister Rekha Arya said
on Thursday.

Extra fee
NNeeww  DDeellhh:: Airlines can't
charge any additional fee
for issuing boarding pass
at check-in counters in air-
ports, the Aviation Ministry
said on Thursday. India's
largest airline IndiGo cur-
rently charges a fee if a
passenger asked for a
boarding pass at the
check-in counter.

Bail 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: The Gauhati
High Court on Thursday
granted bail to the 19-
year old woman, who was
arrested two months ago
for allegedly writing a
poem on social media in
support of banned outfit
ULFA (I). Justice Ajit
Borthakur granted bail to
Barshashree Buragohain,
who is currently housed
in the Golaghat Central
Jail, after the state's
lawyer refrained from
opposing her application.

Seized 
JJaaiippuurr:: Customs officials
have seized 151 grams of
gold worth Rs 7.82 lakh
from a passenger at
Jaipur International
Airport, an official said on
Thursday. The passenger
came in an Air India flight
from Dubai on
Wednesday night. 

Banned
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Information
and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur
on Thursday said the gov-
ernment blocked 94
YouTube channels, 19
social media accounts
and 747 uniform resource
locators (URLs) during
2021-22 for spreading
fake news. 
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A school bus on fire at Rohini
in New Delhi, Thursday.
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Droupadi Murmu is India’s new Prez
New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The NDA's presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday crossed the 50
per cent mark after the third
round of counting to emerge
victorious in the poll over
her rival Yashwant Sinha.

An official announcement
on her win is expected after
all votes are counted but she
has already got 5,77,777
votes, which is more than
the halfway mark of the
total valid votes cast in the
election on July 18.

Returning Officer P C
Mody announced that
Murmu has already re-
ceived over 53 per cent of the
total valid votes. Ballots
from 10 states and Union ter-
ritories are being still count-
ed. In every round of count-
ing so far, she has received
more than two-third votes.
Sources said 17 MPs from op-
position parties have cross-
voted in her support.
Murmu is inching towards
victory and is set to cross the
50 percent-mark soon, as her
vote value now reached
4,83,299, while her rival
Yashwant Sinha's vote value
reached 1,89,876.

While Murmu received
votes of 809 MLAs out of a
total of 1,138 MLAs in 10

states, with a vote count of
1,05,299, Sinha got votes of

329 MLAs with vote count of
44,276, in the second round.
Among the states where
votes were counted include
Andhra Pradesh, where
Murmu received almost all
the votes, besides Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisharh, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Jharkhand. After the
first round of counting,

when votes of all members
of both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha were counted,
Murmu was leading with
540 of the 748 votes polled.

With each MP having a
vote value of 700 in this pres-
idential election, Murmu
had a total vote value of
5,23,600 which is 72.19 per
cent of the total valid vote
count of MPs polled.

Raipur, Jul 21: 

Five days after senior
minister T S Singh Deo quit
the Panchayat and Rural
Development portfolio, its
charge was given to his cab-
inet colleague Ravindra
Choubey on Thursday.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made the announce-
ment in the state Assembly.
Choubey already holds the
charge of Parliamentary
Affairs, Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Biodiversity,
Animal Husbandry
Development, Fisheries
and Water Resources de-

partments. Singh Deo,
locked in a turf war with
Baghel, relinquished the
Panchayat department last
week. He remains the min-
ister for Health and Family
Welfare, Medical
Education, Twenty Point
Implementation and
Commercial Tax (GST).

In his resignation letter,
Singh Deo had said he was
unable to fulfil the targets
of the department as per
the vision of the Jan
Ghoshna Patra (poll mani-
festo) given the "current
scenario". Despite his re-
peated requests, funds were
not sanctioned under the
PM Awas Yojna, as a result
of which houses could not
be constructed for eight
lakh people in the state, he
had claimed.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
questioned Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi in a money
laundering case related to
the National Herald newspa-
per. The day was a show of
strength for the party with
street protests and leaders
courting arrest across the
country.

The questioning of the 75-
year-old, who is recovering
from Covid, lasted for about
two hours and the session
ended on her request, offi-
cials said. However,
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the ED told
Sonia Gandhi that they had
no further questions and she
could leave. Sonia Gandhi in
turn said she would be will-
ing to respond to any other
questions they might have

and was ready to stay on till 8
pm or 9 pm if necessary,
Ramesh posted on Twitter.
She also said she was a Covid
patient and needed to take
her medicines so she should
be informed about what time
she should appear next.

According to Ramesh, the
ED said it had nothing to ask
of her either Thursday or
Friday. After which Sonia
Gandhi said she was willing
to appear on Monday,
Ramesh added.

She is likely to be called

again for another round of
questioning, ED sources
said. The session was con-
ducted keeping in mind
Covid protocol with every-
one participating equipped
with a Covid negative certifi-
cate. Sonia Gandhi was ques-
tioned by the same assistant
director-level investigation
officer who interrogated her
son Rahul Gandhi in the case
-- related to alleged financial
irregularities in the
Congress-promoted Young
Indian Private Limited,
which owns National
Herald. A woman officer was
part of the questioning team

The summons to the
Congress president took po-
litical centrestage in
Parliament, where opposi-
tion leaders raised the issue,
and on the streets with party
workers staging massive
protests.

Kollam (Ker), Jul 21 (PTI): 

A court in Kerala has directed
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to appear in person or
through a lawyer, before it on
August 3 in a plea filed by a
party member challenging his
suspension from the national
party.
The Munsiff Court in Kollam
district on July 20 issued the
urgent notice for appearance
to the Congress chief as well
as Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) president
K Sudhakaran and District
Congress Committee chief P
Rajendra Prasad, according a
lawyer associated with the

case.
The direction came on an
application filed in a suit by
Congress member Pridhwyraj
P, who was suspended from
the party in 2019, seeking
directions to quash the sus-
pension order on the ground
that it was in violation of the
party's rules and by-laws.
The court on July 20 also
issued summons to Sonia
Gandhi, Sudhakaran and
Prasad to appear before it on
August 30 in the main suit.
In his interim application, filed
through advocate Boris Paul,
Pridhwyraj has said that no
KPCC member be selected
from the Kundra Block
Congress Committee of
Kollam district, where he was
a general secretary before his
suspension, till his suit is final-
ly decreed.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

In a significant order, the
Supreme Court Thursday
expanded the scope of the
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act to include
"unmarried woman" and al-
lowed a woman to abort her
24-weeks pregnancy arising
out of a consensual rela-
tionship.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant,
and AS Bopanna directed
the AIIMS director to set up

a medical board of two doc-
tors to examine the woman
by Friday under the provi-
sions of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP) Act

It asked the board to de-
termine whether the preg-
nancy if terminated could
risk the life of the woman
or not. "We request the
AIIMS director to consti-
tute a medical board in
terms of provisions of sec-
tion 3(2)(d) MTP Act by to-
morrow (Friday). In the
event the medical board
concludes that the foetus
can be aborted without any
danger to the life of the pe-
titioner (woman), the

AIIMS shall carry out the
abortion in terms of the pe-
tition...", the bench said.

The top court sought the
report of the medical board
within one week of the pro-
cedure and said that the
order of the Delhi High
Court stands modified to
the above extent.

The bench said that pro-
visions of the MTP Act
amended in 2021 include
the word "partner" instead
of "husband" in the expla-
nation to section 3, which
shows the intent of
Parliament that it was not
to confine the situations
arising only out of matri-
monial relationships.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Citizens are dying due to
hunger despite our develop-
ment, the Supreme Court
said Thursday while asking
the state governments to
work out modalities to en-
sure that maximum mi-
grant workers are given ra-
tions.

A bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
was hearing a case in which
the top court in May 2020
had taken cognisance of the
problems and miseries of

migrant labourers. "The
Food and civil services de-
partment in each state must
have a target of how many
ration cards they are going
to register. This has to be
worked locally as each state
will have its own criteria.
There must be a fixed criteri-
on. "Ultimately, the aim is

that no citizen should die of
hunger in India.
Unfortunately, this (starva-
tion deaths) is happening de-
spite our development, citi-
zens are dying of hunger
and lack of food. In villages,
they tie their stomach tight-
ly so that they do not feel
hungry. I know it. They tie
their stomachs with a sari or
some other cloth and drink
water and sleep. Children
and elders do it because they
cannot afford food," Justice
B V Nagarathna orally ob-
served.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said that it will
await the Varanasi district
judge's decision on the
Gyanvapi mosque commit-
tee's application raising
objections to the maintain-
ability of the civil suit
filed by Hindu devotees.

The top court also re-
fused to entertain two writ
petitions that sought its
permission to worship the
Shivling', which is claimed
to be found in the

Gyanvapi mosque premis-
es during a court-ordered
survey and carbon dating
of the Shivling' to ascer-
tain its age.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and PS Narasimha
said that it is posting for
October 20 hearing on the
appeal of the Gyanvapi
mosque committee's plea
against the Allahabad
High Court order uphold-
ing the appointment of a
court commissioner to
survey the site.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet against Gujarat cadre IAS
officer K Rajesh for alleged
bribery in issuing arms licences
to ineligible people and other
graft charges, officials said
Thursday.
The agency has also named in
the charge sheet Rafiq Memon,
owner of a private firm who
was an alleged accomplice of
Rajesh, a former collector of
Surendranagar district in
Gujarat. "It was found during

investigation that the alleged
bribe money of Rs. 98,000 was
deposited in the account of
Proprietor (Memon) on the
directions of said public ser-
vant. The said amount was the
part of bribe amount, which
was demanded by the public
servant (Rajesh)," the CBI said
in a statement. The officials
said Memon had prepared four
fake invoices in the name of a
private person claiming to have
sold dress material, whereas
the said four invoices were in
the name of other person and
"SIR". The invoices submitted
by Memon to the CBI were
allegedly forged on his comput-
er to shield Rajesh, they said.

UP minister meets
Yogi; says will

continue on post
Lucknow, Jul 21 (PTI): 

Uttar Pradesh Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Dinesh Khatik on
Thursday met CM Yogi
Adityanath, saying he put up his
all issues before him and will
continue on his post.
The meeting came after a letter
of Khatik to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah offering to
quit surfaced on social media.
The minister in the letter alleged
that he is being ignored by offi-
cials as he is Dalit and alleged
corruption in his department.
Khatik met Adityanath at 5
Kalidas Marg, the CM's official
residence here.
"Whatever my issues were, I
have put them before the CM.
Action will be taken," Khatik told
reporters after coming out from
the CM's residence.
"The government is running
under the leadership of the CM,
who has a zero-tolerance policy
(towards corruption) and he will
continue to work. I will also con-
tinue working," Khatik said.

Corbevax as
booster for adults 

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation's Covid
working group has re-
viewed the data of
Biological E's Corbevax to
allow it as booster for
those aged 18 and above
fully vaccinated with
Covishield or Covaxin, of-
ficial sources said
Thursday. No recommen-
dation has yet been made
in this matter by the
NTAGI panel in its meet-
ing on Wednesday. The
Drugs Controller General
of India (DCGI) on June 4
approved Corbevax as a
precaution dose for those
aged 18 and above.

Ravindra Choubey given
Panchayat and Rural

development portfolio

̈ Five days after 
senior minister Singh
Deo quit ministry

MORE TROUBLE FOR SONIA

Kerala court directs Sonia
to appear on Aug 3

̈ In suit by Cong
member against
suspension

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED grills Sonia Gandhi for two hrs, summons her again

Congress Chief Sonia Gandhi with party General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra leaves after appearing before the
Enforcement Directorate for questioning in connection with the
National Herald case, in New Delhi, Thursday.

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Lord Shiva devotees or Kanwariyas gather to collect holy water from the Ganga river for
Kanwar Yatra pilgrimage during the holy month of Shrawan, in Haridwar, Thursday.

President-elect Droupadi
Murmu. The arc of triumph
forged through personal
tragedy is complete for the
unassuming politician who
started public life as a coun-
cillor in Odisha and will be
written into history as India's
first tribal president and the
second woman in the post.
On Thursday, the former
Jharkhand governor and the
BJP-led NDA's presidential
candidate, who found many
other backers along her cam-
paign trail, won an easy vic-
tory over the opposition's
pick Yashwant Sinha.
At 64, the woman who will be
India's 15th president, taking
over from Ram Nath Kovind,
will also be the youngest and
India's first president to be
born after Independence.
She will be sworn in on July
25. The low-profile politician
is believed to be deeply spiri-
tual and a keen practitioner
of the meditation techniques
of the Brahma Kumaris, a
movement she embraced
after she lost her husband,
two sons, mother and broth-
er in the just six years
between 2009-2015.

Murmu: Once a 
councillor and now

India’s prez-elect

Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha con-
cedes defeat, congratu-
lates Droupadi Murmu
on her victory in presi-
dential poll.

Sinha concedes defeat

SIGNIFICANT ORDER

SC allows woman to abort 24-weeks fetus
̈ Expands MTP Act to

include 
‘unmarried woman’

APEX COURT NOTED

Citizens dying due to hunger
despite our development: SC

CBI files charge sheet against
Guj cadre IAS officer

̈ For ‘bribery’ in issuing
arms licences

Gyanvapi Case

SC to wait for Varanasi
judge’s order

People belonging to tribal community dance after victory of Droupadi Murmu, who is India's first
President from the tribal community, in Dhanbad Thursday, (inset) Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with President-elect Droupadi Murmu.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2211::  The first match
played at the newly constructed
stadium in Kumhari became a
historical event for the citizens
of Kumhari on Wednesday. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel was
the batsman in the first cricket
match and the ball was in the
hands of Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya. The
umpire declared the first deliv-
ery of the bowler Dr Shiv
Dahariya as a wide ball. 

The entire stadium reverber-
ated with applause when the
Chief Minister hit a boundary on
the second ball. The construc-
tion of Kumhari Stadium has
been done at a cost of Rs 4.5
crore. The Chief Minister praised
the construction work of the sta-
dium and said that such sports
infrastructure would boost the
morale of the players and would

help in nurturing the
sports talent in
Kumhari.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister inaugu-
rated construction
works and performed
bhoomipujan for proj-
ects worth Rs 42 crores.
These works include in-
auguration of projects
worth Rs 10 crores and
bhoomipujan of proj-
ects worth Rs 31 crores.
The Chief Minister also
announced to name the
stadium after the Late
Mini Mata on the pro-
posal of the citizens of
Kumhari. 

On the occasion, the Chief
Minister said that continuous de-
velopment works are being done
in Kumhari Municipal Council.
The grand stadium and munici-
pal building have been inaugu-

rated here. Both the construc-
tion work has been done very
well.  Rapid development work is
going on in Kumhari in terms of
civic infrastructure.
Construction works worth Rs

100 crores have been done in the
last 3 years and work is in
progress on some other projects.
The Chief Minister said that
from the beautification of ponds
to establishment of Swami
Atmanand School or a college
for higher education, the govern-
ment is working towards the all-
round development of Kumhari.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya said
that under the guidance of the
Chief Minister, construction
works are being done at a rapid
pace and civic amenities are
being developed in Kumhari.
Municipality President
Rajeshwar Sonkar expressed his
gratitude towards the Chief
Minister. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev Kavre,
IG Badri Narayan Meena,
Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: A delega-
tion of Prerna Teachers
Association of Shri
Shankaracharya College,
Junwani, submitted a
memorandum to Neeraj
Pal, Mayor, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation, in
the presence of BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, MiC member
Lakshmipathy Raju, BMC
Speaker Girwar Bunty
Sahu and Congress leader
Sumit Pawar.

The terror of stray ani-
mals (cows, buffaloes,
dogs, etc) is continuously
increasing in the streets,
localities, traffic squares,
colonies, etc due to which

residents, passersby and
students studying in vari-
ous educational institu-
tions of the area are fac-
ing problems. Accidents
are taking place every day.

The terror of stray dogs
has increased so much
that the incidents of dogs
biting the school children
on their way to school are
happening every next day.

Stray cattle are exploit-

ed by the owners for the
purpose of earning
money and after fulfilling
the objective, they are left
for straying and roaming
on streets and roads.

A call was made by the
members to resolve this
problem by taking strict
action against them so
that the common citizens
can get rid of the prob-
lems. The Mayor was re-

quested to arrange a dog
house to avoid the terror
of stray dogs. Neeraj Pal,
Mayor, Municipal
Corporation, Bhilai as-
sured to resolve the said
problems expeditiously.

The delegation of
Prerna Teachers'
Association included
President Dr J Durga
Prasad Rao, Vice
Principal Dr Archana Jha,
Joint Secretary Dr Rahul
Mene, Treasurer Dr
Krishna Jibon Mandal,
Senior Professors
Sandeep Jashwant, Dr
Virendra Kumar Singh,
Preeti Srivastava, Dr
Vandana Singh, Dr
Gayatri Jai Mishra and
others.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: After inau-
gurating the Municipal
Council building of
Kumari, the Chief Minister
praised the construction
work and said that he has
seen such a building for the
first time in Chhattisgarh.
The Chief Minister praised
the entire new building and
specially the assembly hall.
He said in Chhattisgarhi
that the hall has been con-
structed in the Vidhan
Sabha style.

The Chief Minister said
that he has not seen such a
Palika Bhavan in
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister interacted with
the councilors. The
Councilors informed the
Chief Minister that as per
his announcements for the

development of Kumhari,
significant works have
been done in the area of in-
frastructure and civic
amenities. The councilors
expressed pleasure in the
development of their civic
body.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister oversaw the
entire building. Officials
said that the building (G+2)
has been constructed. The
first floor will have the

meeting hall and the sec-
ond floor will have the
branches of the depart-
ments. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the cost of
this building is Rs 3 crore
54 lakh.

The Chief Minister also
distributed cheques for the
income earned by the
group from Bari under
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Along with this, he also
gave e-rickshaws for door

to door garbage collection
Swachhata Grahi Didis.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya,
Municipality President
Rajeshwar Sonkar and
other public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, IG Badrinarayan
Meena, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallav and

other officers were also
present.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister also distrib-
uted electric chaak to pot-
ters. The potters displayed
the process of making pots
on electric chaak. The
Chief Minister said that
through technology, the
potters will get more oppor-
tunities to hone their skills
and they will be able to do
more work in less time.

Spirited Merchant Mill team 
creates new records in production

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: The spirit-
ed team of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Merchant
Mill that created new day
record as well as shift
records in production of
Angle 50x50x6 on 20th July
2022 has on the very next
day broken the shift
record. The Mill that rolls
out TMT Bars and light
structurals including
channels and angles is
presently operating with
two reheating furnaces to
roll out Angle 50x50x6.

The A shift brigade led
by Arun Sharma, Sr
Manager (Operations) and
Jacob Thomas, Asst
Manager on both 20th and
21st July 22 set a new shift
record of rolling 1750
pieces of Angle 50x50x6
with total tonnage of 586
Tonnes in A shift of 20th
July 22 beating the previ-
ous record of 1702 pieces

rolled with tonnage at 577
Tonnes on 29th January
22.

A new day record of
1631.4 Tonnes was also set
by Merchant Mill 20th
July 22 beating the previ-
ous record of 1628.9
Tonnes on 11th Sept 2021.
On 21st July 22, the A shift
brigade smashed the shift

record set a day earlier by
rolling out 1790 pieces of
Angle 50x50x6 with total
tonnage 600 Tonnes.
According to Arun
Sharma, Sr Manager
(Operations) and Jacob
Thomas, Asst Manager,
the Merchant Mill team is
all charged up to break its
own records of produc-

tion. The new records cre-
ated by A shift brigade on
both days is a result of
proper coordination
among different sections
from Furnace to
Finishing area of the mill
and combined efforts by
one and all in the brigade
carried out under the su-
pervision of shop leader-
ship.

While we have been in
continuous touch with the
furnaces team, both
Mechanical and Electrical
sections supported us in
our endeavour to break
records, they said. We had
planned all jobs meticu-
lously as a result of which
the jobs were swiftly exe-
cuted, they said.
Everything else fell in
place. The planned job of
pass change carried out
today on 21st July, for ex-
ample, was carried out in
minimum time of fifteen
minutes.

Need to unite the society for 
progress and development: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the commu-
nity building of
Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj,
built at a cost of Rs 38
lakhs, in ward number 3
of Kumhari. While defin-
ing the society, CM said
that society is not a group
of individuals but a sys-
tem of mutual relations
found among individuals.

Agriculture is the main
occupation of the people
of Kurmi Samaj but the
members are also work-
ing in the fields of educa-
tion and health. To walk
on the path of develop-
ment, it is necessary for
the people of the society
to be united and Kurmi
Samaj knows this very
well.

The government is pro-
viding equal opportuni-
ties to all for each Samaj
to progress towards devel-

opment. For community
and cultural buildings,
the government is allot-
ting land at concessional
rates so that people of all
Samajs come forward for
the benefit and upliftment
of their community.

Apart from social work
in these community build-
ings, the people of the
Samaj will also get other
benefits. He interacted
with the people of the
Samaj and congratulated
them for maintaining so-

cial unity and integrity.
Urban Administration

and Development
Minister Dr Shiv Kumar
Dahariya, OSD Manish
Banchore, Yogita Verma,
Meena Verma,
Bhuneshwari Baghel,
Nandani Verma, Dhanesh
Patel, Om Narayan
Verma, Narayan Verma,
Vijay Verma, Dayalu Ram
Verma, Manoj Verma and
other members and office
bearers of Kurmi Samaj
were present.

Work on priority to solve the basic problems of the people: Kavre
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: The first
priority of the administra-
tion is to solve the basic
problems of the people.
People shall not have to
visit the offices but the
government staff should
reach them and effective
action should be taken to
solve the problems, said
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre while giv-
ing instructions to the
Collectors of Durg divi-
sion.

Kavre said that there are
clear instructions of the
Chief Minister that people
must get useful facilities
in less time in the revenue
cases. For this purpose,
camps should be organ-
ized regularly in rural
areas. The cases of more
than two years should be
disposed of by conducting
hearings every day. The

reasons for the delay in the
cases should also be men-
tioned so that action can
be taken against the con-
cerned in case of negli-
gence.

Ensure compliance of
the orders of the Revenue
Court within the stipulat-
ed time frame. The
Divisional Commissioner
also asked to resolve the is-
sues of Public Service
Guarantee on time. He
said that maximum field
visits should be done to lis-
ten to the problems of the
people.

Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena,
Rajnandgaon Collector
Doman Singh, Kawardha
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe, Balod Collector
Gaurav Singh, Bemetara
Collector Jitendra Shukla,
OSD Mohla Manpur S
Jaivardhan, Khairagarh
OSD Jagdish Sonkar were

present in the meet-
ing.

D e p u t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Development Ajay
Mishra and Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
R e v e n u e
Avadharam Tandon
were also present in
the meeting. Along
with this, District
Panchayat Durg
CEO Ashwini
D e v a n g a n ,
Rajnandgaon CEO
Gajendra Thakur,
Kawardha CEO Sandeep
Agarwal, Balod CEO Dr
Renuka Srivastava,
Bemetra CEO Leena
Kamlesh Mandavi were
present.

Divisional commission-
er asked about the status
of manure. He said that in
case of shortage of DAP,
farmers should be made
aware about the use of its

alternative fertilizer. He
said that the Agriculture
Officer and his staff
should constantly meet the
farmers at the time of cul-
tivation and update them
with the information com-
ing from the government.

Along with this, the
farmers who have prob-
lems related to crop insur-
ance should be resolved on
priority. He inquired about

the action taken to moti-
vate the farmers to take
other crops instead of
paddy. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
the work of Girdawari is
very important. While
doing this task, the offi-
cials must take special
care and action should be
taken as per the guide-
lines.

The Divisional

Commissioner ex-
pressed strong dis-
pleasure over the
slow progress of
promoting other
crops instead of
paddy. The Collector
and Joint Director
Agriculture were in-
structed to prepare a
special action plan.
Kavre issued in-
structions to make
preparations for im-
mediate purchase of
tuar, urad, moong in

minimum support price for
Kharif 2022-23.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that lo-
cally produced materials
are being made available
in C-Mart. Innovative ma-
terials are being produced
in the districts of Durg di-
vision and usually they
are being sold there only. It
would be better if it is
made available in all the

districts. For example, tea
from Jashpur has become
quite popular. If it is made
available in C-Mart also, it
can get better customer re-
sponse.

The Divisional
Commissioner asked to
focus on flagship schemes.
He gave instructions for ef-
fective implementation of
the Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Along with this, he in-
structed to do effective
work in the direction of
availability of infrastruc-
ture and manpower in
Swami Atmanand schools.

He said that there
should not be any problem
in the buildings of
Anganwadi and schools.
Keep working on the pre-
cautionary dose of
Corona. He said that when-
ever the officers of the di-
visional level visit the dis-
trict, they must meet the
Collector so that the imple-

mentation of the schemes
can be done in a better
way.

Collectors and SDMs
were also instructed to in-
spect the police stations in
their areas and review the
law and order situation
and also to take action
against chit fund compa-
nies. The Divisional
Commissioner, while ap-
preciating the Jan
Chaupal being organized
for general public in
Balod district, directed
other districts to take ini-
tiative of Janchaupal on
similar lines.

Kavre directed the
Collectors to check the
records of Patwaris.
Special campaign should
be launched in schools to
issue caste certificates and
instructions were given to
start special classes in the
morning for the students
of class X and XII.
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CM appreciates new building of
Kumhari Municipal Council

Lamp Lighting & Graduation 
Ceremony held at Bethany College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: The Lamp
Lighting and Graduation
Ceremony were organized
by Bethany College of
Nursing in St Alphonsa
Hostel the other day.
Durgawati Kunjam,
Nursing Registrar
Chhattisgarh Nursing
Council, Raipur was the
chief guest.

Very Rev Dr Fr Mathew
Jacob Thiruvalil OIC,
Provincial Superior of
Bethany  Navajeevan
Province, Trivandrum,
Rev Fr John Elias OIC,
Director, Rev Fr Githin
George OIC, Bursar, Prof
Dr Beny Susan Chacko
Principal of Bethany
College of Nursing Durg
(C.G) were the dignitaries
present on the occasion of
Lamp Lighting &

Graduation Ceremony.
The dignitaries ad-

dressed the students by
boosting the morale of the
students & gave high sta-
tus to the Nursing profes-
sion by being ready for
caring for the society. They
also wished the students

for a bright future. The ac-
ademic excellence stu-
dents were awarded by the
dignitaries. The ceremo-
ny was concluded by cul-
tural programmers fol-
lowed by a vote of thanks
which was proposed by
Rev Fr Githin George OIC.

Teachers’ Association raises 
problems of stray animals

Chief Minister inaugurates stadium at Kumhari
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Bank of Baroda organised 115th
Foundation Day celebrations 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: On the
occasion of 115th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Bank of Baroda
organised various pro-
grams on July 20th.
Earlier in the morning
the morality pledge was

taken by all the staff
members. Thereafter,
plantation was organised
in the premises of
RSETI, Bank of Baroda,
Raipur, in the presence of
Mr. Anmay Mishra,
Network Deputy General
Manager, Chhattisgarh,
Mr. Ranjit Kumar

Mandal, Deputy General
Manager, ZAID, Kolkata
and Mr. Amit Banerjee,
Regional Head, Raipur
Region. As part of CSR
activities, water coolers
and shoes were donated
by the executives at
Balashram, Kutcheri, as
well as wheel chairs at
AIIMS Hospital. Various
CSR activities were also
organised on a large
scale in the branches of
the region. In the cultur-
al program organised in
the evening, network
Deputy General
Manager, team of
Chhattisgarh office,
team of Regional Office
Raipur, Mr. Abhishek
Bharti, Deputy Regional
Manager, Raipur, staff
members of branches of
the region, retired staff
of the bank and their
families were present in
large numbers.

Congmen stage massive protest
outside ED’s office

Raipur, Jul 21: Congmen
staged massive protest out-
side ED’s office here in
Raipiur on Thursday
against the summons is-
sued to AICC President
Sonia Gandhi by ED in
Delhi. More than 25000
Congmen including CM
Bhupesh Baghel, PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, all cabinet
Ministers and party office
bearers were present to reg-
ister protest.

CM Bhupesh Baghel in
his address said that when
late Rajiv Gandhi was serv-
ing as PM, BJP was in the
opposition and Atal Behari
Vajpayee became ill and
could not be treated in
India. It was ex-PM Rajiv
Gandhi who sent him for
treatment to America by
sending a delegation there.

These days Sonia Gandhi,
wife of ex-PM Rajiv Gandhi
is not keeping well and ED
could have got the written
statement from her at such
an old age. But she is being
troubled by calling her to
ED’s office. Baghel charged
that irrespective of those in
the governance or in the
Opposition, they should al-
ways respect those in
Opposition which has al-
ways being done by
Congress. Baghel said that
wife of former PM had not
only formed the govern-
ment at the Centre once, but
twice serving as its
President and during which
she could have served as

PM, but rejected it twice.
Questioning about the

reasons behind which she
has been called to ED’s of-
fice, Baghel said it is the
National Herald case which
was the premiums paper
during country’s independ-
ence struggle and it was es-
tablished by former PM Pt.
Jawahar Lal Nehru,
Saradar Vallabh Bhai Patel
and others. It was to settle
the salary of the staff and
employees, they donated Rs
90 lakhs in ten years from
2001 to 2011 and 100 install-
ments and it was not given
in cash, but in cheque to the
employees who worked day
& night in the Company.
Baghel said that central
agencies like CBI, ED, IT
and others have been
formed to put a check on
crimes and not to suppress
the Opposition. Today all
Congmen have gathered
outside ED’s office to bring
out in open that they should
take action in places where
money laundering has

taken place. All actions
against Sonia Gandhi on
National Herald case were
closed down in 2015 and
there was no money laun-
dering in this and so why
the need for ED to investi-
gate now? Baghel charged
that similarly Rahul
Gandhi was harrased for
five days by ED calling him
to their office and they are
not even having 55 ques-
tions and the inquiry went
on for 5 days for 12 hour
eacy. Baghel charged that
the BJP leaders and
Ministers give wrong state-
ments and if they know
how the Rs 2000 cr scam
took place, they should
bring facts and figures.

CM Baghel questioned
the ED authorities that
when the name of ex-CM
Raman Singh’s son-
Abhishekh Singh’s name
came into Panama Paper
scam and its complaint was
lodged and on top of it both
Raman Singh and
Abhishekh looted the hard

earned cash worth Rs 6000
cr through fake Chit Fund
Companies and here money
laundering has taken place
and questioned as to why
ED does not take any action
against them?  If at all ED
officials have guts, they
should raid and hold talks
with former CM, his wife
and son as well. Where ever
the BJP government is not
in power, there raids of cen-
tral agecies is taking place
and not in BJP-ruled states,
he alleged. PCC Chief
Mohan Markam charged
that it is the AICC President
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi who are there to
raise voice against the fail-
ures of last 8 years of BJP-
led government at the
Centre and against price
hike, unemployment and
other common men’s prob-
lems and questioned as to
why BJP is having trouble
from it. It was in 2015 ED
has closed down National
Herald case and it is by re-
opening it the leaders of the
party are being harassed.
PCC Chief charged that
Modi government is utter
failure on all fronts as they
failed to provide employ-
ment to number of youths
they promised in last 8
years and inflation is also at
its peak  and instead of solv-
ing these issues, Modi gov-
ernment is busy in target-
ting Congress leaders and
wants to divide the nation.

Woman and young kid arrested
with stolen gold chain

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: The ac-
cused woman and child
involved in snatching
away the gold chain from
a young girl’s neck from
weekly market in Urla
was nabbed along with
the stolen chain by Urla
Police here on Thursday.

As per the incident,
one SK Kaivarth along
with his young daughter
went to ‘Budhwari Bazar’
to purchase some vegeta-
bles on July 20 at around
6:00 pm. The girl was
wearing a gold chain
with locket in her neck
and it was stolen by some
unknown person. It was
based upon complaint a

case under section 356
and 379 was filed against
unknown.

It was on getting suffi-
cient information about
the incident, the Urla
Police gheraoed
Budhwari Bazar and as
per tip from an informer
called the accused riding
in green Activa bearing
no. CG 04 KR 4370 to
thana. On interrogation
she accepted to have cut
the gold chain from girl’s
neck and the gold chain
worth Rs 5000 along with
the Activa vehicle worth
Rs 70000 was seized from
the accused.

The accused informed
that she generally used to
target people in crowd
along with her son and
used to run away after
succeeding in it. The po-
lice is interrogating her
about the other thefts
and snatching incidents
she is involved.

One nabbed with 25 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2.50 lakh

Raipur, Jul 21: An accused
has been nabbed with 25 kg
‘Ganja’ from his possession.
As per tip from an informer
that a person is searching
for customer to sell ‘Ganja’
near Vyas Talab, Birgaon-
Khamtari area in a black-
trolley bag.

It was based upon infor-
mation, Birgaon-Khamtarai
police raided the site and
nabbed  person as per the de-
scription near Vyas Talab.

He disclosed his name as
Bhima Nike and when the
black trolley bag and ‘pitu’
was checked, they found
‘ganja’ sealed in 7 packets. A
case under section 30 (B) of
NDPS Act was filed against
the accused and 25 kg of
‘ganja’ worth Rs 2.50 lakh
was seized from his posses-
sion. He was sent to judicial
remand. The accused is R/o
Vijayguda, District
Navrangpur (Odisha).

Trader magically
gets back cash of

Rs 15 lakh!
CCaasshh  lloosstt  ffrroomm  ccaarr’’ss  bbaacckk  

sseeaatt  ffoouunndd  iinn  ddiicckkeeyy
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2211::  A trader in
Pandri Cloth market narrowly
escaped a looting incident
here on Thursday. The trader
Sanjay Motwani left the cash
of Rs 15 lakh in his car and
went inside the shop. But
when he returned he did not
found the cash in the car and
he immediately informed it to
the Devendra Nagar police.

The senior officers of the
Police came to the site and
this created sensation among
nearby cloth traders and
businessmen. When the
police checked the CCTV
footage, they found two
youth entering inside the car
and after some time the  cash
of Rs 15 lakh was found in the
dickey of the car and it
brought sigh of relief to the
trader. The case is that of
Devendra Nagar Police sta-
tion. Meanwhile the Police is
investigating into the matter
as to who two youths were.

Uproar over spurious liquor
and quality being sold

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: During
the question-hour session
in the House on Thursday,
BJP MLA Narayan
Chandel raised the issue of
sale of spurious liquor
from government shops.
He said that a delegation
of drunkards had met him
and questioned him about
the quality of liquor being
sold. Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said that action
had been taken on a com-
plaint received in Janjgir-
Champa. The sub-inspec-
tor of the Excise
Department has been sus-

pended, he informed. He
said that as per more com-
plaints from Raigarh, the
placement agency had
been removed and an in-
spector level officer had
been suspended while
Excise Officer had been
given a show cause notice.

MLA Ajay Chandrakar
asked about the system to
investigate the complaint
of adulteration in liquor
the level of officer to be in-
vestigating the matter. On
this Mohammad Akbar
replied in place of Excise
Minister saying that the
department has a labora-
tory for investigation and
test is also done on the
spot with the use of hy-
drometer.

To a question by
Dharamjit Singh, MLA of
Janata Congress

Chhattisgarh, Mohammad
Akbar said that
Chhattisgarh State
Marketing Corporation
had been appointed as a
consultant for Jharkhand
on the orders of the cabi-
net. Dharamjit Singh
asked whether the
Jharkhand government
had made a demand for
this or the Chhattisgarh
government had proposed
on its own behalf.

In response, it was told,
Jharkhand government of-
ficials had come here to
see the arrangements.
After that the demand
came from the Jharkhand
government. It was ap-
proved after consideration
in the cabinet. After that
the Excise Department
has appointed the officers
as consultants.

Jamwal of RSS appointed Ch’garh Regional
Organizational General Secretary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: Giving
imputes to strengthen
the Organization ahead
of the Legislative
Assembly polls sched-
uled next year, the cen-
tral leadership on
Thursday appointed
Ajay Jamwal from
Assam as the Regional
Organization General
Secretary of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

A Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS) campaigner from
Assam, Ajay Jamwal
had been brought to po-
litical wing in the year
2019, has now entrusted
with the responsibility
to strengthen the BJP
in Chhattisgarh as well

as neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh as
R e g i o n a l
Organizational General
Secretary. He would be
managing the party af-
fairs from Raipur and
would be main
Organizational leader
above the current
Chhattisgarh BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Pawan Sai.
Party sources said that
Jamwal has been en-
trusted responsibility
in view of the
Legislative Assembly
polls. With just 14 mem-
bers in the 90-member
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly,
the BJP had been strug-
gling hard to pose a
challenge to the ruling
Congress for the last
few years after being

thrown out of power.
Jamwal would be

monitoring the party
activities form Raipur
as part of the exercise
to bring about drastic
changes in the
Organization. He would
be second
Organizational General
Secretary after Soudan
Singh to be entrusted
with the responsibility
of Chhattisgarh from
other state.
Chhattisgarh BJP lead-
ers including the senior
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
through their micro-
blogging accounts, have
congratulated Jamwal
for his new assignment
as in-charge of BJP
Organization in
Chhattisgarh.

Assembly to debate on no-confidence
motion against Govt on July 27

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
would take up discus-
sion on no-confidence
motion of opposition
against the ruling
Congress government.
Giving consent for the
discussion on the pro-
posal, the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Thursday
fixed July 27 as the date
to take up the debate.

It is notable that the 14
members of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had submitted a

proposal to Assembly
Secretariat on no-confi-
dence motion against
the state government on
key grounds.
Subsequently, the re-
gional outfit,
Chhattisgarh Janta
Congress (J) had ex-
tended support to the
proposal against the

state government.
Through the no-confi-

dence debate, the BJP
would target the ruling
Congress on key issues
despite certainty of los-
ing the outcome as it
has just 14-member in
the 90-member
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly.

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment has presented
the first supplementary
budget of this year, the
discussion on which
would be held on
Friday. Earlier, the op-
position created ruckus
in the House over resig-
nation of Health
Minister TS Singhdeo
besides grilling the gov-
ernment for not com-
pleting the work of
Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana.
During the Zero Hour,

the opposition brought
an adjournment mo-
tion regarding the fer-
tilizer-seed crisis and
farmers’ problems. A
statement came from
the government, but the
opposition continued to
create ruckus on the de-
mand for a discussion
by stopping the work.

Later the proceedings
of the House were ad-
journed till the lunch
break. Several issues
were raised through
call attention notices
after the lunch break.

It is notable that the
July 27 is the last day of
functioning of the
Monsoon Session of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly.

Uproar on Singhdeo’s for
2nd day in State Assembly

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: The up-
roar over the resignation
of minister TS Singhdeo
continued on the second
day of the monsoon ses-
sion of the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday. The opposition
grilled Bhupesh Baghel
government on absence of
Minister TS Singhdeo in
the House and the reply by
Minister Mohammad
Akbar to a question relat-
ed to his department.

As soon as the question
hour started, BJP MLA
Ajay Chandrakar said
that it the question per-
tained to Panchayat de-

partment. Has Panchayat
minister resigned? he
asked. Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant said,
the minister was not
present in the house and
he authorized someone
else. On this BJP MLAs
created din in the house.

BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar sought to
know how a person re-
signing, can authorize.
On this, the Speaker
Mahant said that his res-
ignation had not been ac-
cepted yet. Ravindra
Choubey said that the
minister had not even
used the word resigna-
tion in his letter. On this,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Koushik said
that this matter should be
settled and answer
should come from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
present in the House.

BJP stages walkout from Assembly 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: Members
of the opposition BJP on
Thursday accused the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh of “snatch-
ing” houses of the poor to
which they were entitled
and staged a walkout from
the state Assembly.

Even the state panchay-
at and rural department
minister had to quit the
portfolio after being disap-
pointed with the state gov-
ernment’s reluctance in
releasing funds for the im-
plementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), they

claimed referring to T S
Singh Deo.

Raising the issue during
the Question Hour on the
second day of monsoon
session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly,
former chief minister
Raman Singh claimed the
PMAY implementation
was pathetic in the state
where the Baghel govern-
ment was not giving its
part of the share and as a
result, targets allotted by
the Centre were with-
drawn. Singh Deo in his
letter (to CM while giving
up the panchayat depart-
ment) had said funds were
not released under the
scheme, as a result of
which houses could not be
constructed for eight lakh
people, BJP leader Raman
Singh said. The former
CM sought to know how
many houses were sanc-

tioned under the scheme
in 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22
and 2022-23 and how many
of them have been com-
pleted.

State Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, who
was replying in the ab-
sence of Singh Deo, said in
2019-20 and 2020-21 finan-
cial years, 1,51,072 and
1,57,815 houses were sanc-
tioned respectively under
the PMAY-Rural.

Of the target in 2019-20,
72,103 houses were com-
pleted while 78,969 were in-
complete. Of the target in
2020-21, not a single one
was built, he said.

No houses were sanc-
tioned in the next two fi-
nancial years under the
PMAY-Rural, he said.

Similarly, from 2019 to
2022 (three financial
years), 1,01,081 houses
were sanctioned under the

PMAY-Urban, 19,594 hous-
es were completed, 43,304
were under progress/in-
complete, while the work
on 38,183 houses was yet to
be started, Akbar said.

The minister said in
2019-20, the Chhattisgarh
government was seeking
to draw a loan to the tune
of Rs 762 crore and the
Punjab National Bank had
shown interest in sanc-
tioning it, but due to objec-
tions raised by the Reserve
Bank India the state could
not avail it.

He further claimed the
Centre has not been releas-
ing the pending funds of
states and the BJP should
take the initiative for it.

This led to an uproar by
BJP members in the
House. Dissatisfied with
the minister’s reply, the
BJP legislators walked out
of the House.

Over Baghel 
govt’s failure to
implement housing
scheme

BJP MLAs asks if
resignation has
been accepted

Supplementary
budget presented

Minister said action
taken based upon
complaints

Baghel questions
why no ED raid
against former CM
and his son

MLAs, Ministers
and office bearers
in large number
take part in protest
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CONGESTION

The protest rally by the Congmen against the ED office, resulted in traffic jam in the area during the afternoon
hours here on Thursday.

Food Minister performed quality
check of ready-to-eat food

Raipur, Jul 21: Minister
in-charge of Gariaband
district and Food Minister,
Amarjit Bhagat checked
the quality by tasting the
ready-to-eat food during
the departmental review
meeting. Officials includ-
ing Rajim MLA Amitesh
Shukla present in the
meeting also tasted the
ready-to-eat food. Minister
Bhagat said that the gov-
ernment checked the qual-
ity of the packaged food
provided under ready-to-

eat and instructed to main-
tain the quality of ready-
to-eat continuously.
Officials said that ready-
to-eat is being distributed
in 1460 Anganwadi centers
in 47 sectors of the dis-
trict. The ready-to-eat is
being prepared by the
Chhattisgarh State Seed
Corporation. The
Minister-in-Charge in-
structed to get ready-to-eat
distribution done by
women self-help groups in
the centres.

Adivasi Congress protests
outside ED office

Raipur, Jul 21: Adivasi
Congress protested out-
side the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) office on
Thursday over the ques-
tioning of party president
Sonia Gandhi by the
agency in New Delhi.
Alleging “vendetta poli-
tics” of the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre,
Adivasi Congress workers
following the directives of
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam raised slogans
against Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah.

“The ED summoned
Sonia Gandhi in a false
case as part of BJP’s dirty
politics. This is a ploy to
divert the people’s atten-
tion from the problems of
price rise, GST, crisis in
the farming sector, jobless-
ness and steep fall in the
value of rupee,” Adivasi
Congreess District
President Bhavani
Markam said.

CM to felicitate character artists of Chollywood 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21:
Chhattisgarhi film produc-
tion was started in the pe-
riod of 1965, from then
many films, along with the
actors, character actors
and other actors  made
their excellent contribu-
tions to Chollywood.
Despite doing good work,
the artists did not get due
respect. Now it has been
decided to felicitate about
60-70 such artists. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will felicitate the artists on

July 23rd at Shaheed
Smarak Bhawan.

Under the leadership of
Abelan Sanstha and
Aaradhya Film, which is
working for the advance-
ment of Chhattisgarhi
artists, a felicitation cere-
mony is being organised
with the courtesy of Raj
Property. Ajay Dubey, Raj
Farooq, Alkraj, Hemant
and Dilip Kumar informed

that the artists would be fe-
licitated by chief minister
by presenting gold coin,
shawl, shriphal and cita-
tion. The event was to be
held two years ago, but was
postponed due to the
Corona epidemic.

The relatives of late
Chhattisgarhi artists will
also be honored in the cer-
emony. The organization
had earlier organized a
film festival to create inter-
est in Chhattisgarhi films.
Due to lack of film shoot-
ing during the Corona pe-
riod, many artists started
doing small business, jobs
for their earnings. Efforts
will also be made to bring
back such artists to cine-
ma again.

Environmental protection is necessary to
keep earth and life safe: P.V. Dayanand

Raipur, Jul 21: In
Chhattisgarh, under the
grand tree plantation pro-
gram being run on the ini-
tiative of the state govern-
ment for environmental
protection and clean envi-
ronment, a tree plantation
was done in the office
premises by the Chief
Electoral Officer, P.
Dayanand, in the office of
Chief Electoral Officer on
Wednesday. During this pe-

riod, the plants in pots pre-
pared from cow dung of
Gauthan were planted by
the Chief Electoral Officer.
The Chief Electoral Officer,
while highlighting the im-
portance of the program on
this occasion, said that

today human beings have
started using such things
all over the world to get ma-
terial pleasure, which is
causing serious damage to
the environment. He fur-
ther explained that there is
an interdependent relation-
ship between man and en-
vironment. Life is not pos-
sible without nature.
Therefore, it is necessary
for all of us to encourage
more and more tree planta-
tion for environmental pro-
tection while keeping pace
with nature. Other officers
and employees posted in
the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer were also
present in the program.

Purchase of cow urine in Ch’garh
will begin from July 28

Raipur, Jul 21: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that the purchase of
cow urine along with cow
dung will commence from
28 July on the occasion of
Hareli as an extension of
the Godhan Nyay Scheme.
A rate of Rs. 4 per litre has
been proposed for the pur-
chase of cow urine.

The purchased cow
urine will be utilized for
the manufacture of
Jeevamrit pesticides and
manure. This will promote
the practice of organic
farming in the state and

will also increase the earn-
ings of cattle ranchers.

The Chief Minister on
the occasion of the second
anniversary of the
Godhan Nyay Scheme
transferred an amount of
Rs. 7.48 cr as the 48th in-
stallment to the accounts
of the beneficiaries
through online medium in
his office located in the
Vidhansabha premises. He
expressed his views on
this subject during the
programme.

The Chief Minister,
while addressing the pro-
gramme, said that women
self-help groups (WSHGs)
and co-operative commit-
tees will be given bonuses
for the sale of Vermi-com-
post. Orders have been is-
sued in this regard.
Women self-help groups
will be given a bonus of
Rs. 1 for the sale of one Kg.
of Vermi-compost while

co-operative committees
will be given a bonus of 10
paise for the sale of 1 kg. of
Vermi-compost. The Chief
Minister said that women
groups will be given Rs.
17.64 cr while co-operative
committees will be given
Rs. 1.76 cr for the sale of
Vermi-compost till 7 July
2022 as an incentive
amount.

Congratulating all the
beneficiaries of the
scheme and the people of
the state on the completion
of two years of Godhan
Nyay Yojana (GNY), the
Chief Minister said the
state government started
procurement of cow dung
from July 20, 2020 on the
occasion of ‘Hareli’ festi-
val.

The success that this
scheme has achieved in
just 02 years is being ap-
preciated all over the
country. Following our

footsteps, many states of
the country have imple-
mented similar schemes.
In addition to production
of vermi compost, work is
also being done for pro-
duction of electricity and
manufacturing natural
paint using the cow dung
purchased under this
scheme.

Chief Minister said
that Godhan Nyay Yojana
has proven to be benefi-
cial for promoting
women’s economic em-
powerment and helping
women associated with
Self Help Groups become
self-reliant. The cow dung
vendors and Gauthan
committees have also
earned good income in
these two years. Besides,
it has given a major boost
to draw interest of farm-
ers towards animal hus-
bandry. Nearly, 13969
women self-help groups

(WSHGs) have earned an
income of Rs 74.68 cr so
far from various liveli-
hood activities conducted
in Gauthans. Under this
scheme, processing units
like oil mill and pulse mill
are being set up in
Gauthans. As many as 227
oil mills and 251 pulse
mills are being set up in
Gauthans of the state. Out
of these, 86 oil mills and
134 pulse mills have al-
ready been established.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that today
Godhan Nyay Yojana has
completed its two years
and its scope has also
been expanded.
Continuous monitoring of
the scheme is being done.
Villagers, cattle rearers,
women self-help groups
have got new means of in-
come and employment
through this scheme.

A total of 8408
Gauthans have been es-
tablished under the
scheme so far. More than
30 quintals of cow dung
has been procured from 1
to 15 July in nearly 1456
Gauthans. Agriculture
P r o d u c t i o n
Commissioner Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh in his address
gave detailed information
about the progress of the
scheme.

On occasion of
Hareli

On the second
anniv of GNY, CM
transferred an
amount of Rs. 7.48
cr to the accounts
of the beneficiaries

Rs. 153.44 cr have
been paid to cattle
ranchers and vil-
lagers in exchange
of cow dung

Gauthan
Committees and
WSHG have been
paid Rs. 147.99 cr till
now

Chief Electoral
Officer planted
saplings in the
office

At Shaheed
Memorial Building
on July 23

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: In the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, today the
community hall of
Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj
constructed at a cost of 38
lakhs was inaugurated in
ward number 3 of
Kumhari Municipality
area. On this occasion,
defining the relationship of
society, individual and the
development of the state,
the Chief Minister said
that society is not a group

of individuals but a system
of interpersonal relation-
ships found between indi-
viduals. Agriculture is the
main occupation of the
people of Kurmi society,
but the people of the socie-
ty have made a lot of name
in the field of education
and health. To walk on the
path of development, it is
necessary for the people of
the society to be bound in
unity and Kurmi society
knows this very well.

Chief Minister Baghel
further said that equal op-
portunities are being pro-

vided to all by the
Chhattisgarh government
for the progress of all soci-
eties. For community and
cultural buildings, the gov-
ernment is allotting land at
concessional rates so that
people of all societies come
forward for the benefit of
their community and work
for its upliftment. Apart
from social work in these
community buildings, the
people of the society will
also get other benefits.

He also discussed sever-
al issues with the people of
the society present in the

gathering and congratulat-
ed them for maintaining
social unity and integrity.

On this occasion, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahria, OSD
Manish Banchore, Yogita
Verma, Meena Verma,
Bhuneshwari Baghel,
Nandani Verma, Dhanesh
Patel, Om Narayan Verma,
Narayan Verma, Vijay
Verma, Dayalu Ram
Verma, Manoj Verma and
other members and offi-
cers of Kurmi Samaj were
present.

Ch’garh’s Tanu Chandra enters quarterfinals 
Raipur, Jul 21: The excel-
lent performance of the
players of Chhattisgarh
continues in the All India
Junior Ranking
Badminton (AIJRB) tour-
nament being played in
Goa. The tournament has
been going on since  July
15, with the first four days
of qualifying rounds
being played. Raunak
Chauhan and Tanu
Chandra of Raipur en-
tered the main round by

winning five matches
each in the qualifying
round in boys singles and
girls singles respectively.
Hiral Chauhan of Raipur
was in the top circle on
the basis of ranking.

It is notable that
Raunak Chauhan and
Tanu Chandra are 14-14
years old and are under-15
players. Tanu Chandra de-
feated Jahanvi Nammi of
Andhra Pradesh 21-14, 21-
7 in the first round and in

second round Tanvi
Reddy of Telangana 21-16,
11-21, 21-15 In the pre-
quarterfinals, she defeat-
ed Ananya Gadgil of
Maharashtra 21-11, 21-10
and entered the quarter-fi-
nals.

Heeral Chauhan defeat-
ed Reeva Evangeline of
Tamil Nadu 21-13, 8-21, 25-
23 in a thrilling three-set
match in the first round of
the main round. In the
second round, she made it

to the last 16 after defeat-
ing Rashmita of Andhra
Pradesh 21-11, 8-21, 21-15,
where  she lost 17-21 and
14-21 to Gargi of Uttar
Pradesh. Raunak
Chauhan defeated Gnana
Harsha of Andhra
Pradesh 21-11, 21-14 in the
first round to enter the
second round. He lost 21-9,
12-21, 13-21 to Prathamesh
Kulkarni of Maharashtra
in a tight second round
match.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: The pub-
lic welfare policies of the
Chhattisgarh model of
development are now
being showcased and
awarded internationally.
Chhattisgarh has
achieved a significant ac-
colade at the internation-
al level in the field of
minor forest produce
processing; under this,
Chhattisgarh will be
awarded in Singapore in
the field of sustainable
development, poverty al-
leviation and women em-
powerment. To receive
the Award, the team has
already left from Mana
Airport Raipur.

Chhattisgarh State
Minor Forest Produce

Association along with
two women self-help
groups of Jagdalpur and
Korba will be rewarded
in the upcoming ESG
Grit Award ceremony to
be held on 22nd and 23rd
July in Singapore. After
the formation of
Chhattisgarh as a state,
it is the first time that
women forest dwellers
have received an interna-
tional accolade. This
flight to Singapore is not
a normal flight for these
women; it is a flight of
their dreams and aspira-
tions. Members of the
Bakavand Van Dhan
Kendra, Ms. Padmini
Baghel and Ms. Belabai
Kashyap and members of
Donganala Van Dhan
Kendra, Ms. Saroj Patel
and Ms. Phulbai Neti,
were accorded a warm
see off, people shook
their hands, clicked pic-
tures with them and
wished them luck for
their journey ahead.
There is a wave of joy
among women of self
help groups, minor forest
produce procurers , espe-
cially in the districts of
Korba and Bastar. This
flight taken by the mem-

bers of Van Dhan Vikas
is a flight of hope for
hundreds of such
women and forest
dwellers.

On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, and the able
guidance of Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, this international
award is the result of the
dedicated work of
women members en-
gaged in the processing
of minor forest produce
in Van Dhan Vikas
Kendras of Chhattisgarh
State Minor Forest
Produce Association. For
this important achieve-
ment of Chhattisgarh,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel and Forest
Minister Mr. Akbar have
congratulated the groups
of Van Dhan Kendras in-
cluding the State Minor
Forest Produce
Association.

These forest dwellers
of Chhattisgarh are
filled of happiness, while
receiving this award in
front of more than 200
delegates from 150 coun-
tries; they will also nar-
rate the story of
Chhattisgarh model and

sustainable develop-
ment. In this ceremony,
the presence of business-
men, bankers, investors,
environmentalists and
government representa-
tives from all over the
world will ensure the
recognition of
‘Chhattisgarh-Herbals’
all over the world. This
will give a boost to minor
forest produce based in-
dustries. The
‘Chhattisgarh Model’
will be recognized as a
model of sustainable de-
velopment all over the
world.

This team of
Chhattisgarh State
Minor Forest Produce
Association is being led
by Sanjay Shukla,
Managing Director of
State Minor Forest
Produce Association and
Additional Managing
Director B. Anand Babu
and Forest Division
Officer Stylo Mandavi
are involved in the team
for cooperation. The
seven-member contin-
gent will be welcomed at
the Singapore airport by
Dr. Nisha Kohli from
Carpstage Singapore,
who heads the event.

Ch’garh to receive Grit award
for excellent work 

In the field of minor
forest produce pro-
cessing

CSMFPA along with
two WSHGs of
Jagdalpur and
Korba will be
rewarded in
Singapore

Social unity is essential for the
overall devp of the state: CM



Fingeshwar, Jul 20: 

The installation of
‘Chaturmas Kalash’ of
‘Aryika Ganini
Soubhagayamati Mataji,
Shikashamati Mataji and
Sanshepmati Mataji’ was
held at Shri Radhakrishna
temple in Vridavan Kunj.
On the first day of
‘Chaturmas’ at Jain
Bhavan in Sadar Bazar, Dr
Rajendra Gadia hoisted
the ‘Chaturmas’ flag and
during which his entire
family was present. On
this occasion Pankaj
bhaiyya along with well-
known ‘Pratisthacharya’
from Raipur viz. Pt. Ajit
Shastri, Pt. Nitin Jain and
Pt. Sharad Kumar Jain
were also present. For in-
stallation of ‘Chaturmas
Kalash’ at Jain Bhavan, a
massive ‘Shobha-yatra’
was taken out and in this

the devotees carried
‘Mangal Kalash’, ‘ast-
dravya’ and clothes and
weapons of ‘Mataji’ on
their head and it passed
through Sadar Bazar to
Nehrughat and then
reached Radhakrishna
Mandir. Here a massive
dome has been formed and
wherein all the 17 ‘Kalash’
were established and it is
with the ‘Astadravya’ that
prayers were performed to
‘Aayarka Soubhagyamati
Mataji’ and after this
Pankaj Shastri and Ajit
Shastri performed prayers
to ‘Mangal Kalash’ and
benefitted the devotees. On
establishment of

‘Chaturmas Mangal
Kalash’, the blessings for
installation of the first
‘kalash’ went to Santosh
Kumar Sulekhaji Kala of
Raipur and that of second
‘Samayakdarshan Kalash’
to Manoj Kumar, Anil
Kumar, Jai Kumar Jain
Rajim and that of third
‘Samayak Charitra
Kalash’ to Dutt Rajendra
Gadia family Navapara.
The blessings for ‘Maa
Soubhagya Kalash’ went
to Abhishekh Modi
Bhatapara, Hansraj
Ramesh Kumar Ravka
Rajim, Surit Kumar, Samir
Kumar Jain of Rajim and
Kishore Kumar and Amit

Kumar Jain of Rajim,
Dharamchand Manish
Kumar Jaini of Simga,
Vinod Kumar, Yogesh
Kumar Ravaka of Rajim
and Kanchan Devi Ashish
Kuar Neeraj Gangwal of
Rajim family. ‘Chaturmas
Mangal Kalash’ of three
‘Sadhavis’ was held viz.
Ganini Aryika
Soubhagyamati Mataji,
Shikshamati Mataji and
Sanshepmati Mataji, who
arrived for the 23rd
‘Chaturmas’ at Shri
Radhakrishna Temple in
Vrindavan Garden on
Sunday. Soubhagyamati
Mataji in her address said
that if a person loses a

stitching pin then it is dif-
ficult to find, but if the
thread is passed through
it, then it can be easily lo-
cated. She appealed people
present to put the thread
that of the Supreme in this
heart like ‘pin’, then they
will not be lost and if at all
are lost, can be easily
traceable. ‘Chaturmas’ is
like an operation theatre,
where there is no such op-
eration of the body, but
that of the mind by listen-
ing to the discourse and
objectives of ‘Jinendra
Dev’, attaining peace and
bliss. In this programme,
MLA Dhanendra Sahu
also sought blessings of
‘Mataji’ and said that it is
an honour for all the peope
of the region that they got
the privilege to hold
‘Chaturmas’ of ‘Ganini
Aryaki Sangh’. Through
this they all get a chance to
improve upon their life
and standard of living and
he appealed people from
all sections of the society
to attend the same.

MLA Sahu seeks blessings of ‘Mataji’
 In the 23rd 

‘Chaturmas Kalash’ at

Radhakrishna Temple 
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Mungeli, Jul 21: 

Under the guidance of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and on the instruc-
tions of Collector Rahul
Dev, intensive plantation
campaign is being organ-
ized in the district to con-
vert the district to a green
belt. A large number of
fruit bearing and medici-
nal plants are being plant-
ed under this campaign,
and in continuation to the
same, District Panchayat
President Lekni Sonu
Chandrakar planted
Amla, Vice President
Sanjit Banerjee and
Collector Rahul Dev plant-
ed Mango, Janpad
Panchayat Lormi
President Smt. Meena
Naresh Patle planted
Amla saplings.

Addressing the pro-
gram, District Panchayat
President Smt.
Chandrakar said that tree
plantation is necessary to
keep the earth green and

he advised the citizens of
the district to plant
saplings in the house, gar-
den and field and suitable
surrounding area and
keep it safe till the tree is
formed. Collector Dev said
that every person should
plant saplings for environ-

mental protection and
promotion and said that
under the Chief
Minister’s Tree Plantation
Incentive Scheme, instead
of paddy, the government
is giving incentive at the
rate of Rs 10,000 per acre
for planting trees in their

fields. He advised the
farmers to plant trees in
maximum area.

District Panchayat Vice
President Shri Banerjee
emphasized on conserva-
tion and promotion of
ground water along with
plantation. He talked
about planting a sapling
along with its utility and
displaying the name of
the plant through a board.
President of Janpad
Panchayat Lormi, Patle,
Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat D.S.
Rajput, Vice President of
Janpad Panchayat Lormi
Khushboo Aditya
Vaishnav and eminent cit-
izen Naresh Patle also un-
derlined the importance of
tree plantation. On this oc-
casion, Additional
Collector Teerthraj
Agarwal, Lormi SDM
Maneka Pradhan, local
public representatives,
distinguished citizens,
school students in large
numbers were present.

Intensive tree plantation campaign organized

Amarkanthak, Jul 21: 

According to the infor-
mation received from the
Indian Embassy in
Thailand, Siddhant Singh
Sengar has written the
name of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak
with golden letters in the
world of sports on the in-
ternational board. The
Indian Embassy in
Thailand was welcomed
and felicitated by Kesang
Wangdi, First Secretary
(Cons) at Bangkok.

Siddhant Singh Sengar
won a bronze medal for
the country representing
the Indian team in the
men’s double woodball
team at Chiangmai,
Thailand. It may be noted
that  Sengar is a second
year student in the
Management Department

of Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University,
Amarkantak and is the
nephew of Assistant
Registrar Dr. Sanjeev
Singh Sengar. When he
was selected in the Indian
team, he was given finan-
cial help by the university.

On this occasion, the
Vice Chancellor of the
University, Professor

Sriprakash Mani
Tripathi, while conveying
his congratulatory mes-
sage, congratulated the
Vice President of the
Sports Cell of the
University, Professor Ajay
Wagh and General
Secretary Dr. Hare Ram
Pandey and said that the
University is committed
to encourage sports and

sportspersons. The
sports infrastructure in
the university is constant-
ly being developed. In
order to ensure that our
students are selected in
maximum numbers in na-
tional and international
competitions, the organi-
zation of sports and facili-
ties are being taken care
of in the university.

Siddhant raises the flag 
of Tribal University in Thailand

Vaccination workers not 
paid vaccination incentives

Kharora, Jul 21: 

Monthly meeting of
Farhada Rural Service
Cooperative Society of
Dharsiwa area was held
in which the society
Chairman Yogesh
Chandrakar has said that
the work of sowing the
crop has been completed
and by distributing the
seeds and fertilizers
farming is in good speed.
Considering the shortage
of DAP and other fertiliz-
er, a proposal was also
passed to apprise the gov-
ernment. Chandrakar
also said that due to the
lack of adequate avail-
ability of rain in Kharora
areas and at present the
work of transplanting
and seeding of paddy
crop is now stalled, in
which the demand resolu-
tion has been passed to re-
lease the water in the

Mahanadi main canal
branch by not draining
the water of the dam into
the river. Simultaneously,
connecting the environ-
ment with the agricultur-
al sector, the work of one
farmer one tree planta-
tion has been inspired in
the meeting .In order to
do this, a proposal has
been passed to organize a
program in Sewa
Cooperative Society,
Farhada, on which it has
been decided to call elect-
ed public representatives
on high posts of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and at the same

time, Kisan Mela will also
be organized on which
agriculture Information
will be provided for im-
proved and organic farm-
ing by various depart-
ments of the area.

In this meeting, the
member of the Board of
Directors of the commit-
tee area, Yogesh
Chandrakar, Bhees Lal
Chandrakar Shrimant
Ram Sahu, Shri Charan
Sahu, Smt. Haemin, Smt.
Dulari Bai, Shri Manu
Sahu, Shri Ghanshyam
Sahu, Shri Jagat
Ram,Panna Verma were
present.

Resolution passed in Farhada
Rural Service Co-op Society 

Gariaband, Jul 21:
State’s Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection, Planning,
Economic and Statistics
and Culture Minister and
in-charge of Gariaband
district Amarjeet Bhagat
reviewed the ongoing de-
velopment works in the
district in a departmental
review meeting here.

In the meeting, he said
that there should be ade-
quate seating arrange-
ment in the school,
ashram, hostel, if there is
a need for repair of roof,
window, then it should be
completed immediately.
He also went to Lord

Bhuteshwarnath temple
and offered prayers. Rajim
MLA Amitesh Shukla,
Collector Prabhat Malik,
Superintendent of Police
J.R Thakur, public repre-
sentatives and district offi-
cers were present in the
meeting.

In the meeting, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
said that the ration of the
right of the poor should be
ensured to them in the
right quantity and at a rea-
sonable price. Consent
was given to open a ration
shop in village Birodar on
the suggestion of District
Panchayat member Smt.
Laxmi Sahu. He has also

directed to make arrange-
ments for adequate beds,
lighting, water, toilets etc.
in health centers. He has
been instructed to expe-
dite the works of Jal
Jeevan Mission and to pay
the amount to the agency
only after physical verifi-
cation of the completion of
tap connection and water
facility reaching the
house.

During the review of
MNREGA, District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Roktima Yadav informed
that 1006 works have been
completed under Narva
program. 327 Gauthans
have been approved in the
district, out of which 236
Gauthans have been com-
pleted, out of which 173
are active Gauthans. The
Minister-in-Charge has
given instructions to de-
velop multi-activity cen-
ters in these Gauthans.

Minister Bhagat takes 
departmental review meeting

Pandaria, Jul 20:

The condition of road
from Gram Mahali to
Nanapuri in the block con-
structed under PMGSY is
in very bad state and with

huge pot-holes there is al-
ways chance of person
meeting with an accident.
At the same time with
road turning into muddy
terrain, it has made diffi-
cult for people to even
walk on it.

The above road was con-
structed more than 3 years
back and till date it has not
been repaired and due to
which its condition is
worsening each day. All
the more with regular
movement of traffic on
this road, the denizens had
to bear the burnt and
threat to their lives with
chances of meeting up
some accident. The chil-
dren to different schools
also pass from the same
road and shows serious-
ness on part of the local
administration to get it re-
pair at the earliest.

Road full of potholes
posing problems

To passer-bys

Dhamtari, Jul 21:  

There is confusion in
the health department
regarding the alloca-
tion of vaccination in-
centives, as officials
state the vaccination
incentives being al-
ready paid to the vacci-
nation workers, while
the workers are de-
manding the payment
of the incentives at the
earliest.

So far in the district;
more than 31000 have
come under the grip of
corona infection. Of
these, 591 people have
also died prematurely.

To curb the rate of in-
fection, the Covid vac-
cination campaign was
started by the central
and state government,
in which more than
7000 health workers
gave their service.

During this, an an-
nouncement was also
made to give incentive
amount to the employ-
ees, but till today they
have not received this
amount.

It is noteworthy that
on August 25, 2021, a
letter was issued by the
Directorate of Health
to the CMHOs of all the
districts, in which TA /
DA to be given to each
vaccinator in the event
of outsourcing other
vaccinators in addition
to the vaccinators post-
ed in the Health
Department / National
Health Mission.

A directive was is-
sued to give Rs 200 for
vaccination per day.
Similarly, for other
works of vaccination, if
there are more than 48
beneficiaries, Rs.500
was to be paid and if

there was less, Rs.250.
On the other hand,

officials say that it has
been paid to the eligible
personnel while the
workers are complain-
ing about not getting
the incentive amount
and have submitted a
memorandum to the
district administration
and demanded to get
the incentive amount.
They have also warned
of agitation if payment
is not made.

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss::
“As per the guidelines of
the government, incentive
amount has been paid to
the vaccination workers.
Till now no complaint has
been received regarding
this.”

DDrr  JJPP  DDeewwaann,,  
NNooddaall  OOffffiicceerr,,  CCOOVVIIDD

IImmmmuunniizzaattiioonn..

Bilaspur, Jul 21: 

District Collector
Saurabh Kumar met a
large number of people in
the weekly public darshan
organized at the district of-
fice here and listened to
their problems, which ac-
counted to 71 cases.

While he resolved some
of the works that could be
done immediately, in the
public darshan, while reg-
istering some serious
cases requiring investiga-
tion and testing, he gave
time-limit to the officers to
solve them.

In this series,
Kshamabai Yadav of
Jarga village of Belgahna
tehsil told that even after
15 months of her hus-
band’s death from Corona,
she has not been able to

get the compensation
amount given by the gov-
ernment. While handing
over the case to SDM Kota,
the Collector has asked to
investigate and take neces-
sary action.

Citizens of ward num-
ber 39 of Bilaspur city
complained against the
former councilor who

closed the common road
by occupying the Pump
House public place by giv-
ing a collective applica-
tion.

Keeping the matter in
TL, the Collector directed
the Municipal
Commissioner to take ac-
tion. Similarly Polodas
Kurre, a resident of vil-

lage Rajpur of Takhatpur
tehsil, submitted a memo-
randum and said that even
after two years of mutual
consent; the loan book is
not being given to them.
Expressing displeasure,
the Collector has asked the
SDM to hand over the loan
book immediately.

Under Jal Jeevan
Mission in village Rajpur
of Takhatpur tehsil, pits
have been dug in the
streets and left for months.
Due to this, cattle are also
becoming victims of acci-
dents along with men.

EE PHE has been asked
to immediately intervene
and resolve the matter and
take action against the
contractor and inform.
The Collector gave a pa-
tient listening to all the
complainants.

DC conducts Jan Darshan
KKoorriiyyaa,,  JJuull  2211::  

The ambitious Haat Bazar
Clinic scheme of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has made it
easier for the needy people of
the state to access better
health facilities. The popularity
of Haat Bazar clinic scheme is
increasing among the people
due to the availability of free
tests and consultations and
medicines through dedicated
services. 

A large number of people
are reaching the 35 Haat Bazar
clinics currently operating in
the district and in view of the
popularity of the scheme on
the constant demand of the vil-
lagers, 3 other Haat Bazars
have been identified by the dis-
trict administration, after
which, people will get the ben-
efit of 38 Haat Bazaars. People

coming to the weekly Haat
Bazaar to be held in Katgodi of
development block Sonhat,
Katwar of development block
Bharatpur and Podi develop-
ment block Khadgwan will also
get treatment.  As per informa-
tion, in the last 3 months, more
than 35 thousand got the bene-

fit of free tests and medicines.
From April 1, 2022 till now, a
total of 35 thousand 675
patients got health check-up
and got the benefit of free
medicines. At the same time 53
needy were referred to the dis-
trict hospital for treatment.
MMU vehicles arrived in 538

organized weekly haat markets
during this time period, treat-
ing patients at an average rate
of around 66.31 per haat mar-
ket.. Along with distribution of
free medicines to the patients,
serious patients are also being
referred to higher institutions
for proper treatment.

More than 35,000 get benefit of Haat Bazar Clinic

CELEBRATTION

Tribal artists perform as they celebrate in anticipation of the results of Presidential Elections 2022 favouring
Droupadi Murmu, near her residence in Rairangpur, Odisha, Thursday, July 21.

PROTEST

An auto driver pastes posters on parked autorickshaws during a protest seeking a ban on Rapido bikes and action
on Ola and Uber aggregators, in Bengaluru, Thursday, July 21.
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BRIEF

Couple commits
suicide

Deoria (UP): A cou-
ple allegedly commit-
ted suicide by jump-
ing in front of an on-
coming train near
Salempur railway sta-
tion here, police said
on Thursday. Deepak
Yadav (25) and Preeti
Rajbhar (22), resi-
dents of Rampur
Bachur village, were
in a relationship for
the last few years, po-
lice said. They left
their houses on
Tuesday morning and
reached Gopalpur vil-
lage on Wednesday,
they said. The duo
jumped in front of the
Bhatni-Varanasi train
coming from
Varanasi,
Superintendent of
Police Sankalp
Sharma said.

Arrested
Rameswaram (TN):
The Sri Lankan Navy
has arrested six
Indian fishermen
from here for alleged
maritime boundary
violation, officials
said on Thursday. The
six had set sail on
Wednesday. They
were picked up by the
Lankan navy late last
night for alleged vio-
lation of maritime
boundary while fish-
ing in the Palk Strait
region, they said. One
boat was also de-
tained. The fishermen
were taken to
Thalaimannar.

Landslides
Banihal/Jammu:
The Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was
closed for traffic due
to landslides trig-
gered by heavy rains
at several places in
Ramban district on
Thursday, officials
said. Nearly 1000 vehi-
cles, including a con-
voy carrying
Amarnath pilgrims,
are stranded at differ-
ent points of the high-
way, they said. The
270-km highway, the
only all-weather road
linking Kashmir with
the rest of the coun-
try, was blocked by
shooting stones, land-
slides at four places in
Ramban district.

Senior citizen
duped

Mumbai: Two per-
sons have been arrest-
ed for allegedly dup-
ing a senior citizen of
Rs 22 lakh through a
fraudulent transfer
from his bank ac-
count using an online
payment app, a
Mumbai police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
According to a
Dindoshi police sta-
tion official, two per-
sons befriended the
68-year-old victim and
transferred Rs 22 lakh
from his account
through an online
payment app on the
pretext of playing a
game on his mobile
phone.

2 killed 
Basti (UP): Two
people were killed
here when the vehi-
cle they were travel-
ling in rammed into
a container truck
after it was hit by
another truck from
behind, police said
on Thursday. The
incident took place
at National
Highway 28 near
Badhar Khurd vil-
lage on Wednesday
night, they said. A
Tata Magic carry-
ing passengers
rammed into a con-
tainer truck moving
ahead after it was
hit by another truck
from behind, the po-
lice said.

Kolkata, Jul 21:

Launching a frontal at-
tack on the BJP, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday asserted that it
won’t get single-party ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha
polls in 2024, as the saffron
camp will be swept away
from power at the Centre.

Speaking at a massive
TMC rally in Kolkata,
Banerjee said the next
general election will be
held on the mantra of
“vote for rejection of
BJP”.

“The BJP will be swept
away from power by the
people’s mandate in 2024.
They will be defeated. I
can certainly say that the
BJP will not get single-
party majority, and once
that happens, others will
unite to form the next gov-
ernment,” she said.

“Break BJP’s prison,

break its shackles; we have
to bring in a people’s gov-
ernment in 2024,” the
feisty Trinamool Congress
boss said at the Martyrs’
Day rally amid thunder-
ous applause.

She also criticised the
BJP for trying to stifle the
opposition by using cen-
tral agencies and institu-
tions, contending that
those who had no role in
the Independence struggle
are now trying to rewrite
the country’s history.
Banerjee slammed the
Union government over
the increase in GST rates
on pre-packed and labelled
food items such as cereals,

pulses and flour weighing
less than 25 kg, terming it
as “anti-people”.

“What will the people
eat when the BJP is imple-
menting GST on every-
thing, even puffed rice and
milk powder. How will the
poor survive in this coun-
try?” she said.

Cautioning the saffron
camp, the chief minister
also said if it tries to dis-
lodge the Bengal govern-
ment “just like in
Maharashtra, they would
get a befitting reply.

“After dislodging the
government in
Maharashtra, they (BJP)
have been speaking of car-
rying out similar opera-
tions in Jharkhand and
other states, including
Bengal. “Let me remind
them that this is the land
of the Royal Bengal Tiger;
if they try to interfere, a
befitting reply will follow,”
the chief minister added.

BJP will be swept 
away in 2024: Mamata

New delhi, Jul21:

The Supreme Court has
stayed criminal proceed-
ings against 30 members
of the 21 Para Special
Force, including a Major,
in connection with the al-
leged botched Army oper-
ation in Oting-Tiru area
of Nagaland’s Mon dis-
trict in 2021 that claimed
lives of 13 civilians.

A bench of Justices
Indira Banerjee and V
Ramasubramanian noted
that previous sanction as
required under Section 6
of the Armed Forces
(Special 4 Powers) Act,
1958 has not been ob-
tained.

The top court also is-
sued notices to the Centre,
Nagaland government
and others on two pleas
filed by the wives of

Army officers named in
the case. The petitions
sought quashing of the
FIR lodged by the
Nagaland Police and the
findings of an SIT set up
by the state government.

The Nagaland Police
had charge sheeted at
least 30 members of the 21
Para Special Force in the
case.

The charge sheet has
slapped charges of mur-
der and culpable homi-
cide not amounting to
murder on the team of
soldiers.

The case was re-regis-
tered by the State Crime
Police Station on
December 5 against un-
known persons of the
Indian Army under vari-
ous sections of the IPC
and investigation handed
over to a Special

Investigation Team.
A case under various

sections of the IPC has
been made out against 30
members of the opera-
tions team of 21 Para
Special Force including
two subedars, eight havil-
dars, four naiks, six lance
naiks and nine paratroop-
ers, he said.

The state DGP had said
that the CID report seek-
ing sanction for prosecu-
tion was forwarded to the
Department of Military
Affairs in the first week of
April this year and a re-
minder sent in May.

The sanction for prose-
cution is still awaited, he
had said.

The charge sheet has
been filed, pending sanc-
tion for prosecution
against the 30 accused, he
had said.

Nagaland killings: SC stays criminal
proceedings against 30 Army men

New Delhi, Jul 21:

LG VK Saxena rejects
Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s Singapore trav-
el proposal, says mayors’
conference, not befitting
attendance by CM. Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying it is wrong to
‘deny’ permission to him
to visit Singapore to repre-

sent India at the World
Cities Summit. The sum-
mit is scheduled for next
month.

‘It is wrong to hold the
permission for attending
the event. It is an opportu-
nity to present the Delhi
Model of governance at
the World stage.

It is against the national
interest to stop a CM from
visiting such a huge stage,’
read the letter to Modi.

He urged the PM to give
permission so that he can
represent the country.

Kejriwal was invited to
the World Cities Summit
2022, to be held in
Singapore, by the high
commissioner of that
country, Simon Wong, at a
meeting on June 1. The
chief minister had said he
looked forward to attend-
ing the event and would
send a formal acceptance.

LG rejects Kejriwal’s
Singapore trip proposal

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

India’s friendly rela-
tions with the Arab coun-
tries were not affected in
view of the controversial
comments made against
Prophet Mohammad, the
government informed the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Minister of State for
External Affairs V
Muraleedharan also said
that India continues to at-
tach high priority to fur-
ther strengthen relations
with the Arab world and
that it understands the
outlook and views of New
Delhi on the issue.

He was responding to
questions on whether
“hate speeches and
defamatory” comments
made by spokespersons of
political parties in India

have affected its relations
with Arab countries and
the government’s re-
sponse to the statement
made against the
Prophet.

“No. India shares his-
toric and friendly rela-
tions with Arab countries
which have strengthened
significantly in the past
few years in different do-
mains, including politi-
cal, trade and investment,
defence, security, science
and technology, culture
and people-to-people
ties,” Muraleedharan
said.

He further added:
“With regard to recent re-
marks the relevant politi-
cal organisation has clari-
fied its position. This has
been duly recognised by
Arab governments.”

India’s ties with Arab 
countries not affected in view
of Prophet comments: Govt

Ranchi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Jharkhand has 51 per
cent rainfall deficit this
monsoon so far and is
heading towards an early
season drought, experts
and government official
said.

With monsoon rains giv-
ing the state the miss dur-
ing the peak sowing sea-
son, the sowing of paddy is
less than ten per cent so
far, they said. The ideal pe-
riod of sowing paddy has
ended on July 20, the ex-
perts said. In Jharkhand
the cultivators generally
prepare their farm fields
for sowing from June 15.
The full-fledged sowing ac-
tivity begins by July 1 and
continues till July 31. The
ideal sowing period for
paddy is, however, be-
tween July 1 and July 20,

experts said. Delayed and
scanty rainfall in the early
months of the monsoon
have been plaguing the
state for the past few years
and farmers have been
forced to carry on the sow-
ing activity till August 15.
This extended sowing has
naturally hampered yield,
they said. The situation is
alarming for paddy culti-
vation. If Jharkhand does
not get adequate rainfall
in the next five days, the
yield will get hampered
majorly. Ideal sowing peri-
od for paddy has almost
over in Jharkhand.
However, the situation is
not bad for upland crops
such as pulses and maize,
P K Singh, a senior agro
scientist at Birsa
Agriculture University
(BAU) here told PTI. The
situation vis a vis sowing

can be gauged from the
district-wise kharif cover-
age data of the state agri-
culture department,
which said that paddy sow-
ing could not be started in
13 of the 24 districts of the
state till Wednesday.

Paddy, which is the
main crop of the season,
sowing was done in 1.68
lakh hectares or a mere
9.56 per cent of the target-
ed 18 lakh hectares till
July 20.

Khiru Mahto, a farmer
in Ranchi’s Rahe block
told PTI that paddy
seedlings are drying up in
the nurseries.

We are not able to trans-
plant the seedlings in the
absence of sufficient
water in the fields. We are
worried as the sowing sea-
son has almost ended, he
said.

J’khand has rain 51 % shortfall, 
heads towards early season drought

Mumbai, Jul 21:

‘Shiv Samvad’, the jour-
ney of reaching out to
every Shivsainik begins,
tweets former
Maharashtra minister
Aaditya Thackeray. This is
the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion’s attempt to reach out
to people after the revolt
and the formation of a new
government in
Maharashtra. Today, rebel
Shiv Sena leader Rahul
Shewale said Uddhav
Thackeray was not a
“winnable” face for the
2024 Lok Sabha election
and it was imperative for
them to tie up with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The issue of leader-
ship for the next Lok
Sabha polls came up dur-
ing several meetings the
now-rebel leaders had with

Thackeray in the run-up to
a split in the Shiv Sena,
Shewale, who was named
as the leader of the party
in the Lower House of
Parliament on Tuesday,
told PTI. “I raised the
issue of leadership for the
Lok Sabha election during
a meeting with Thackeray.
Sanjay Raut, who was also
present, gestured towards
Thackeray as the face for
the election. I told him that
we respect Thackeray but
we have to be realistic. He

cannot be the face for the
Lok Sabha polls,” he said.

Shewale said the Shiv
Sena’s alliance with the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and the
Congress had further com-
plicated matters as the par-
ties were rivals in several
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .
“Furthermore, the UPA
would contest elections
under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, which will
not be acceptable for our
cadre,” Shewale said.

Uddhav faction’s outreach 
to people in Maha begins

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

BJP president J P
Nadda on Thursday
made key organisational
appointments in some
state units of the party,
drafting the RSS’ Rajesh
G V as general secretary
(organisation) in
Karnataka. Rajesh G V
replaces Arun Kumar,
who has returned to the
RSS, considered the ideo-
logical mentor of the
BJP. Ajay Jamwal, who
was the regional general
secretary (organisation)
in charge of northeast-
ern states, will now look
after Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh units
of the party in the same
position, according to a
BJP statement. Manthri
Srinivasulu has been

moved from Telangana
to Punjab as general sec-
retary (organisation).

Satish Dhond, general
secretary (organisation)
in charge of Goa, is now
the joint general secre-
tary (organisation) in
West Bengal.

Those in charge of ‘or-
ganisation’ in the BJP
are drawn from the RSS
and are considered key
in the overall function-
ing of the party’s organi-
sational machinery.

Nadda makes key 
appointments in BJP state units

Surat, Jul 21:

Aam Aadmi Party’s na-
tional convener Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday
promised that his party
will provide free electrici-
ty up to 300 units per
month if voted to power in
Gujarat where polls are
due this year.

Addressing people at a
town hall meeting in
Surat, the Delhi chief min-
ister also guaranteed unin-
terrupted power supply
without any cuts.

“I am giving you a guar-
antee. If you find any fault
later, you are free not to
vote for AAP in the next
election. We will fulfil all
the guarantees once we
come to power in the
state,” he said.

Kejriwal also said that
all pending electricity bills
issued before December
31, 2021 will be waived.
The AAP leader arrived in
Surat late Wednesday
night on his second visit to
the state this month.

He had said that in the
next few weeks, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) would
share with the people of
Gujarat its agenda on
what it plans to do for
them if voted to power in
the state. He had claimed
that the people of Gujarat
were fed up with 27 years
of the BJP rule and want a
change.

Kejriwal promises up to 300 units
of free electricity in Gujarat
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HUSTINGS EVENT

Conservative leadership candidate Rishi Sunak, centre, arrives for a hustings event
with the Conservative Councillors Association, in Westminster, central London,
Thursday July 21. The two candidates to become Britain’s next prime minister have
begun a head-to-head battle for the votes of Conservative Party members who will
choose the country’s new leader. 

Washington, Jul 21 (PTI):

Green finance could be-
come a bright and robust
strand of the growing
India-US economic rela-
tions in the next 25 years,
India’s envoy here has
said, asserting that the two
countries have the intent
and will to lead the global
fight against climate
change.

The green economy is

diverse globally, but con-
centrated in a few coun-
tries and is bound to find
new and emerging mar-
kets like India, said
Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
India’s Ambassador to the
US. This is the very rea-
son, I see, green finance
could become a bright and
robust strand in the grow-
ing US-India economic re-
lations during the next 25
years, he said on Tuesday

in his address to a two-day
conference on green fi-
nance cooperation be-
tween India and the
United States.

The event was organ-
ised by the Indian
Embassy in Washington
DC in collaboration with
the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) and
was attended by more than
300 participants from

across the globe.
India and US are natu-

ral partners, who have
demonstrated time and
again, that they can work
together, combine their
strengths and tap into
synergies whenever hu-
manity faces a crisis
(COVID-19 pandemic is
the most recent exam-
ple), he said. Today, the

two countries have strong
convergences and our
leaderships have the in-
tent and will to lead the
global fight against cli-
mate change, he added.

This was evident, dur-
ing COP-26 in Glasgow last
year, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and US President Joe
Biden announced en-
hanced and ambitious
Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) goals.

In clean technology,
India and US together
have the world’s best
brains and labs to create
cutting edge technologies
in green infrastructure, he
added. In his keynote ad-
dress, Sandhu quoted
Modi, “75 years of
Independence should not
be restricted to mere cele-

brations and rather
should be seen as the gate-
way to take on the chal-
lenges in the next 25
years. In his remarks,
Scott Nathan, CEO of the
US Development Finance
Corporation (USDFC),
highlighted that his
agency’s commitments in
India account for roughly
10 per cent of its active
portfolio and marks its
largest relationship with
any single country.

He added that while the
USDFC has already in-
vested USD 1 billion as cli-
mate finance in India, the
American development
bank looks forward to
deepening its engagement
with the Indian clean en-
ergy sector including in
areas like mobility and
adaptation.

Green finance could be bright and robust
strand of growing India-US ties: Sandhu

Colombo, Jul 21 (PTI):

Veteran politician
Ranil Wickremesinghe
was on Thursday sworn
in as Sri Lanka’s eighth
president and will face
the tough task of leading
the country out of its un-
precedented economic
crisis and restoring
order after months of
mass anti-government
protests.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as the 8th
Executive President of
Sri Lanka at the

Parliament complex be-
fore Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya.
The three military com-
manders and
Parliamentary speaker
Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena were also
present during the cere-
mony. Wickremesinghe,
who took over as the

Acting President after
his predecessor Gotabaya
Rajapksa fled the country
and resigned last week, is
the first Sri Lankan pres-
ident to be elected by
Parliament following a
vote. Late D B Wijetunga
was elected uncontested
in May 1993 after the de-
mise of R Premadasa

who was the then
P r e s i d e n t .
Wickremesinghe, a six-
time former prime min-
ister, was elected as Sri
Lanka’s President by
lawmakers on
Wednesday, in a rare
move that could pro-
vide continuity for cru-
cial discussions with
the IMF for a bailout
deal for the cash-
strapped nation.

He secured 134 votes
in the 225-member
House while his nearest
rival and dissident ruling
party leader Dullas
Alahapperuma got 82.
Leftist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna leader Anura
Kumara Dissanayake se-
cured just three votes.

Ranil Wickremesinghe sworn in as Sri Lanka’s new president

U nless profiteering
from illness stops, cor-

porations which are becom-
ing richer even during disas-
ters and pandemics, will con-
tinue to pressure govern-
ments to not advance pro-peo-
ple policies. 'Normalization' of
minting unbridled profits
from illness, is one of the rea-
sons why health and social
welfare programmes have
failed to deliver equitably.
Extractive industries and
those that siphon of natural
resources for profits of a few
(while billions of people suf-
fer devastating impacts of cli-
mate emergencies), also need
to be held to account if we
want treaties like the
Pandemic Treaty to work in
letter and spirit. Corporate ac-
countability needs to be the
lynchpin to advance progress
on treaties like the pandemic
treaty. Also, it is no less impor-
tant to ensure United Nations
agencies remain free of con-
flict of interest of any kind.

COVID-19 pandemic not
only exposed how ill-prepared
we were to respond to a public
health emergency but also,
showed if governments fail to
address corporate capture of
public policy, we will not be

able to respond equitably,
thereby making us all vulner-
able in face of any crisis.
Talks resumed earlier this
week around the World
Health Organization's (WHO)
pandemic treaty. At topic: a
newly-published working
draft of the treaty around
which negotiations will cen-
ter. And the draft is expected
to prompt discussion both
around the important issues it
does address (ex. equity, fi-
nancing, One Health) and
those it notably does not, like
corporate political interfer-
ence. Civil society is implor-
ing the WHO and govern-
ments' representatives to, in
the treaty text, explicitly re-
buke this interference; this
with the private sector's role
in blocking vaccines from
reaching low- and middle-in-
come countries yet a fresh re-
minder of how commercial
interests can circumvent pub-
lic health policy.

"This isn't a theoretical exer-
cise. The very industries the
International Negotiating
Body (INB) would welcome
into the pandemic treaty
process, have and continue to
block vaccines and medica-
tions from reaching millions of
people globally, whose health
or lives could otherwise be
spared," said Daniel Dorado,
director of policy organizing
and tobacco campaign at
Corporate Accountability.
Ironically, WHO leadership
and delegates have repeatedly
heralded the only existing
global health treaty, the
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC), as a
model for the new pandemic

treaty. Experts attribute the
success of the FCTC to its
strong safeguards against in-
dustry interference. Yet con-
sultations with those intimate-
ly familiar with the FCTC and
its safeguards have to date
been limited.

"The only other internation-
al health treaty has and will
save millions of lives. It's done
so by setting clear rules for
corporate engagement. It's
time for negotiators to pay
more than lip service to this
model treaty," said Dorado.
What's more, tobacco industry
ownership of pharmaceutical
corporations has recently
been receiving significant
media attention. In contraven-
tion of the FCTC, Canada
partnered with leading ciga-
rette manufacturer Philip
Morris International to pro-
duce a COVID vaccine. British
American Tobacco has its
own vaccine candidate as
well. And this is but part of a
much larger trend of Big
Tobacco "pharmaceuticaliza-
tion" aimed at improving the
pariah industry's image, polit-
ical access, and profitability.

"Countries should avoid
promoting pandemic respons-
es that deepen yet other pan-
demics. And though Big
Pharma may not always be
owned by Big Tobacco, it does-
n't justify the INB allowing
vested, commercial interests
carte blanche to sit at the ne-
gotiating table," said Bobby
Ramakant, a tobacco control
expert from India, who is part
of the Network for
Accountability of Tobacco
Transnationals (NATT) and
Asha Parivar.

Apologists for industry in-
volvement in the new treaty
point to the distinctiveness of
pharmaceutical corporations
from tobacco corporations.
One saves lives, while another
wrecks them, they say. This
oversimplification, advocates
note in a recent letter, neglects
the statutory conflicts for
profit-driven enterprise be-
tween profit and the best out-
comes for health policy. It also
neglects the troubling track
record of market abuses and
violations of international
law perpetuated by leading
vaccine manufacturers from
Pfizer and AstraZeneca to
GlaxoSmithKline and
Johnson and Johnson. They
have paid billions to settle
lawsuits around everything
from bribery and fraud to off-
label promotion. They have
also driven the global opioid
epidemic, which continues to
cause rampant addiction, suf-
fering, and death. "Do we real-
ly want to allow these entities
to steer pandemic prevention,
preparedness, and response?
This treaty is dead on arrival
if it fails to explicitly prevent
corporate capture. We implore
countries to get clear-eyed to
the threat," said Philip Jakpor,
director of programmes with
Corporate Accountability and
Public Participation Africa.
Civil society is calling for the
treaty text to require disclo-
sure and controls against con-
flicts of interest, as well as full
and immediate transparency
around the INB's engage-
ments with industry whether
Big Pharma, Big Food, Big Ag,
or other vested, commercial
interests.
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Meta platform facing
human rights risk

Recently, the research done
in our nation by Human Rights
Impact Assessment (HRIA)
agency on the Meta platform,
which incorporates Facebook,
Instagram, and Whatsapp dis-
covered that these social me-
dias are exposed to higher risks
of human rights including limi-
tations on the liberty of expres-
sion, information and risk of ha-
tred that ignites malevolence
due to the actions by third par-
ties which largely appearing
terrifying now. Also according
to study these third parties in-
tervention may also lead to ha-
tred that instigate discrimina-
tion, violence, Indiscriminate
rights; infringement of an indi-
vidual's right to privacy as well
as security of this platform.This
unprecedented indepth re-
search reports seems to be in-
timidating not only to Meta
platform but also to other so-
cial media platforms.
Furthermore this research re-
port is exclusively of our na-
tion.To overcome this HRIA has
to develop  recommendations
regarding incorporating, moni-
toring, content moderation,
product interventions and
many more so that Meta plat-
form can study them and use
them as a regard to identify and
guide relevant actions which
fixes the issues swiftly that are
reported as of now.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Show some spine
Surender Singh Bishnoi, a

59-year-old deputy superinten-
dent of Haryana Police was
mowed down by a truck carry-
ing stones from an illegal min-
ing site in the Aravallis when he
intercepted the vehicle and
asked the driver to stop in
Pachgaon village of Nuh around
11.30 a.m. DSP Singh's case is
not the first time, Nuh district is
notorious for attacks on cops
by the mining mafia. On an av-
erage, 50 such complaints have
been registered every year
since 2015. The Haryana gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister
(CM) ManoharlalKhattar and
Home Minister (HM) Anil Vlj
combination has been defunct
for quite some time as evident
from the latest killing of the
DSP by the mining mafia.
Whether it's handling of kisan
agitation or recent killing, the
government has been proven to
be mediocre and ineffective in
maintaining law and order.
Such heinous crime can't take
place without the political pa-
tronage of the corrupt politi-
cians in collusion with the dif-
ferent mafias. Hours after the
officer's death, police said the
truck's cleaner was arrested
after being shot at and injured
during an encounter with them.
Driver not yet arrested, arrest
him, but arrest the ones run-
ning this business. Everyone
knows who they are, but being
one of your own, you will not
touch them. Hope, after this
heartbreaking incident
Haryana police, show some
spine and catch the kingpin.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I ndia is entering into a major cost of living crisis due to

multiple domestic and international crises, which includ-

ed soaring food and energy prices, rising poverty, joblessness,

endangered food security, disincentive to farmers growing food

articles, and lopsided policy interventions. The way the govern-

ment is responding to the issues lack holistic approach, and

problems are being responded to on adhoc basis with little tem-

porary success to less number of people than really in need,

which further contribute in exacerbating the cost of living cri-

sis. For example, the food security report of 2022 has calculated

cost of healthy diet in India in 2020 to be 2.970 dollar per day, and

the people unable to afford it were 70.5 per  cent, ie   973.4   mil-

lion   people. However, Modi government provisioned food

grains for only 800 million people while many other essential

needs were unmet. Even   then   due   to   corruption   and

other administrative failures, the food grains did not reach to

all targeted people chiefly because millions of people did not

have documents which government failed to supply. The two

years of the pandemic has exacerbated the situation further

and pushed an estimated 230 million into poverty. The county is

housing largest number of poor in the world who are already

landed into a cost-of-living crisis. The present cost-of-living cri-

sis has now become a global phenomenon, as the UNDP has

said in its report titled "Addressing the Cost-of-living Crisis in

developing countries: Poverty and vulnerability projections

and policy responses". It is therefore, India will need to respond

to the crisis primarily on its own, since the whole world is suf-

fering from this crisis now, and every country has been dealing

with their own problems with great difficulty. The economic

turmoil and human miseries in our neighbourhood in Sri

Lanka should be eye opener for India, and we must heed to the

warning of the UNDP that says, "Sri Lanka's misery should be

warning to us all on global food, fuel, and finance crisis." The

UNDP report on cost-of-living crisis in developing countries has

said that the ripple effects of the war in Ukraine have disrupted

energy and food markets. Among many other factors, supply

chain disruptions and price spikes in key commodities have

been pushing the world towards a precarious inflationary

surge. This will have immediate and devastating effects on

household welfare -with those in poverty and near-poverty typi-

cally hit hardest due to their higher energy and food budget

share- posing significant policy challenges to governments dur-

ing the response. The soaring food and energy prices could

push upto 71 million people into poverty, and the world has only

two options - first, the blanket energy subsidy, and the second,

targeted cash  transfers to the vulnerable. A joint report by UN

FAO, UNICEF, IFAD, WFP, and WHO titled  "the State of Food

Security and Nutrition in the World 2022"  presents  an  alarm-

ing  picture  for  India. We only know by the government claim

that it had made provisions of free food grains for 80 crore peo-

ple out of about 138 crore population. Thus the level of malnu-

trition and related wasting, stunting, anaemia etc might have

been exacerbated to unprecedented level. India thus needs a ho-

listic approach in balancing affordable prices for people as con-

sumer and doing away with price disincentives to farmers to

ensure sufficient food articles production and smooth supply to

the consumers. To deal effectively with the cost of living crisis

needs a holistic approach and comprehensive multi-sectoral

plan in the long term. However, in the meantime consumer sup-

port to target vulnerable group of people is highly desirable.

Direct fiscal support is considered more effective than subsi-

dized selected food items only which cannot ensure required

healthy food and other items, such as essential drugs and med-

ical or educational expenses etc. India immediately  needs  a

comprehensive  social protection programme not only to save

people in great distress due to deepening cost of living crisis,

but also to prevent its social consequences such as general so-

cial unrest and susceptibility of the people in distress to perpe-

trators of evils who exploit the situation for their own benefit.

A National Price Control Policy for all goods and services is im-

perative, but who cares when the policy makers are deriving fi-

nancial gains from profiteers, and in many  case  nexus  be-

tween  the  two  has  already  been exposed.

Soaring food & energy prices 
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Congress MPs holding banner and placards stage a protest march at Parliament House complex to express their solidar-
ity with the party Chief Sonia Gandhi who has to appear before the Enforcement Directorate in connection with the
National Herald case, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Pandemic treaty talks resume 
amidst lurking corporate pressure

PROTEST MARCH

SHOBHA SHUKLA

B ritain has shattered its record for highest temperature
ever registered amid a heat wave that  has  seized

swathes  of Europe  and  the national weather forecaster has
predicted it would get hotter still in a country ill prepared for
such extremes. The heat wave sweeping Europe and setting
record-high temperatures in Britain serves as a wake-up call
for governments and people as well to do more on climate
change. The world  has  been  doping  the  atmosphere  by in-
jecting more and more greenhouse gases into the air.
According to experts, heat waves are becoming  more  likely
and  more  extreme because of human-induced climate
change. The world has already warmed by about 1.1C since the
industrial era began, and temperatures areset to keep rising
unless sharp cuts are made to carbon emissions. The typically
temperate nation was just the latest  to  be  walloped  by  unusu-
ally  hot, dry weather that has gripped the continent since last
week, triggering wildfires from Portugal to the Balkans and
leading to hundreds of heat-related deaths. Images of flames
racing toward a French beach and Britons sweltering even at
the seaside have driven home concerns about climate change.
The nation watched the mercury rise with a combination of
horror and fascination.World Meteorological Organisation
Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said a negative trend of in-
creasing heat waves is expected to continuefor   decades, at
least until the 2060s--independent    of our success in climate
mitigation efforts. In 2020, heat waves caused 2,000  deaths, ac-
cording to the UK's  Health Security Agency (UKHSA). While
the Met Office classifies heat  waves  as  "extreme  weather
events", scientific research shows that it is climate change that
is making them more and more likely all over the world. That
means the chances of the UK's hottest day record being
trumped in the coming years, if not months, are quite   high.
London  streets  saw  less  traffic, as  many heeded advice to
stay out of the sun, and trains ran at low speed out of concern
rails could buckle, or  did  not  run  at  all. The  British
Museum, which  has  a  glass-roofed  atrium, planned to shut
its doors early. And the Supreme Court closed to visitors after a
problem with theair conditioning forced it to move hearings
online. Many  public  buildings, including hospitals, don't
even have air conditioning, a reflection of how unusual such
extreme heat is in the country better known for rain and mild
temperatures. The    capital's    Hyde    Park, normally busy
with walkers, was eerily quiet except for the long lines to take
a dip in the park's serpentine lake.

UK battles worst heat wave

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A ccording to a new analysis
of adults hospitalised with

COVID-19 in Los Angeles between
December 2021 and April 2022,
high blood pressure more than
doubled a person's risk for hospi-
talisation from an Omicron-variant
COVID-19 infection - even in the
presence of full vaccination includ-
ing a booster dose of the COVID-
19 vaccines. Even in the absence
of other chronic conditions like
type 2 diabetes, kidney disease, or
heart failure, high blood pressure,
often known as hypertension, con-
tinued to have an effect on the se-
vere COVID-19 sickness.

According to the study's lead
author Joseph E. Ebinger, M.D.,
M.S., an assistant professor of car-
diology and the director of clinical
analytics at the Smidt Heart
Institute at the Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles,
"These findings are important
since approximately half of the
adults in the U.S. have high blood
pressure." Early in the pandemic,
COVID-19 vaccinations assisted in
reducing mortality as well as some
of the worst side symptoms of the
infection. An observational study
in Israel found that a booster dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine further

reduced the risks of
severe illness by up
to 70%.
Nevertheless, some
people who had re-
ceived the full dose
and the booster dose
still needed to be
hospitalised for
COVID-19 during the
first Omicron variant
outbreak. 

The Omicron ver-
sion, which is still
the predominant type, was dis-
covered for the first time in the
United States in December 2021,
according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Seven Omicron subvariants have
been found as of July 2022. Even
though the study group included
participants who had received the
whole COVID-19 vaccine series
and a booster dose, Ebinger and
colleagues sought to investigate
the features of those individuals
who had COVID-19 cases severe
enough to necessitate hospital
care.

The data revealed that other
older persons without other un-
derlying medical issues are also
at risk, according to Ebinger.

Even if a person does not have
any other significant chronic dis-
eases, a breakthrough Omicron
infection serious enough to re-
quire hospitalisation can affect an
adult of any age, particularly if
that person has high blood pres-
sure. Not always who we assume
they are are the folks who are
most at risk. The discovery that
they are not the sickest of the ill
was unexpected.

During an Omicron surge, be-
tween December 2021 and April
2022, in the greater Los Angeles
area, 912 adults who had received
at least three doses of an mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine (either the
Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines, authorised by

the U.S. Food and
D r u g
Administration) and
were treated for
COVID-19 under-
went a retrospective
cohort study. Age,
gender, race, eth-
nicity, and clinical
data from electronic
health records were
among the demo-
graphic details that
were looked at. The

existence of chronic medical ill-
nesses such as type 2 diabetes,
kidney disease, heart attack,
heart failure, and past chronic
pulmonary obstructive disease or
asthma are examples of critical
clinical traits and variables that
researchers have uncovered.

According to the data, roughly
16% of the 912 people who re-
ceived the three doses of the
mRNA COVID-19 vaccination
needed to be hospitalised.

* The risk of hospitalisation was
found to be increased by advanced
age, high blood pressure, chronic
kidney disease, heart attack, heart
failure, and the interval between
the last immunisation and COVID-
19 infection.

* Even when they had no other
serious chronic health conditions,
people with high blood pressure
were 2.6 times more likely to need
hospital care for a severe COVID-
19 illness.

* Of the 145 patients admitted
to the hospital, 125 (86.2%) had
high blood pressure.

"We need to increase knowl-
edge and comprehension that ob-
taining three doses of vaccination
might not completely protect peo-
ple from developing severe COVID-
19, particularly in those with high
blood pressure. Additionally, more
research is required to determine
the reasons behind the association
between high blood pressure and a
heightened chance of developing
COVID-19 disease, according to
Ebinger.

On how to lower the risks of se-
rious COVID-19 infection, whether,
through more specialised vaccine
regimens, novel treatments, or a
combination strategy, researchers
indicated additional research is
necessary. The biological mecha-
nism underlying the link between
severe COVID-19 and high blood
pressure is another area that re-
searchers believe requires addi-
tional research.

High BP may double Omicron severity risk, even after booster dose
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BRIEF

Rice buying

New Delhi: The
Centre said it will re-
sume procurement of
surplus rice from
Telangana for the cen-
tral pool after its inter-
vention forced the
state government to
restart distribution of
free grains under the
PMGKAY to the poor
from June. Under the
Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY),
the Centre gives 5 kg
additional grains for
free to 80 crore eligible
beneficiaries in the
country under the
National Food
Security Act. The
scheme, launched in
April 2020, has been
extended a couple of
times till September
2022. In the case of
Telangana, the month-
ly foodgrain require-
ment under PMGKAY
is about 96,000 tonnes.

Appointment
New Delhi: TATA
Projects on Thursday
said it has appointed
Vinayak Pai as its
Managing Director.
The company in a
statement said Pai has
taken over the reins
from Vinayak
Deshpande who will
retire after being at
the helm of affairs for
over 11 years. Pai has
over three decades of
experience with lead-
ing engineering and
EPC companies where
he held key positions
across various teams
working towards engi-
neering design, tech-
nology licensing, proj-
ect management, busi-
ness development, and
operations.

‘Pucca’ houses

New Delhi: A total of
61 lakh all-weather
‘pucca’ houses, out of
1.22 crore houses, have
been constructed or
delivered to benefici-
aries under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban’s
(PMAY-U) ‘Housing
for All’ mission,
Union Housing and
Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on
Thursday.

Higher education
New Delhi: Jio
Institute, a multi-disci-
plinary higher educa-
tion institute, was
born out of a dream to
redefine higher educa-
tion in India, said Nita
Ambani as the first
batch started the aca-
demic session at the
institute. Jio Institute,
located in Navi
Mumbai, has started
with two courses and
120 students to begin
with. “Jio Institute
was born out of a
dream I shared with
my husband Mukesh,
to redefine higher edu-
cation in India, and
carry forward the lega-
cy of our founder, my
father-in-law Shri
Dhirubhai Ambani,”
said Nita M Ambani,
founder chairperson of
Reliance Foundation
Institution of
Education and
Research.

FINANCIAL RESULT

Wipro Ltd Managing Director and CEO Thierry Delaporte (2nd L), Chief Financial Officer Jatin Dalal (L),
Chief Growth Officer Stephanie Trautman and Chief Human Resources Officer Saurabh Govil during a press

conference to announce the companys first quarter financial results, at its headquarters in Bengaluru.

New Delhi, Jul 21: 

The government on
Thursday launched three
schemes to strengthen
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in
the pharmaceutical sector.
Speaking at the launch
event here, Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
noted that the schemes en-
visage technology upgra-
dation, setting up of com-
mon research centres and
effluent treatment plants
in clusters for the pharma
MSMEs. Small companies
should be able to upgrade
their facilities to global
manufacturing standards,
he said.

The chemicals and fer-
tilisers ministry rolled out
the schemes under the ban-
ner of ‘Strengthening
Pharmaceuticals Industry’
(SPI). “I believe the phar-
ma MSME industry will
greatly benefit from the
schemes. The new schemes
have many benefits that
will go a long way in mak-

ing the Indian pharmaceu-
tical industry Atma
Nirbhar, more resilient and
future-ready,” Mandaviya,
who heads both health as
well as chemical and fer-
tilisers ministries, said.
The Pharmaceutical
Technology Upgradation
Assistance Scheme
(PTUAS) would facilitate
pharmaceutical MSMEs
with proven track record to
upgrade their technology.
The scheme has provisions
for a capital subsidy of 10
per cent on loans up to a
maximum limit of Rs 10
crore with a minimum re-

payment period of three
years or interest subven-
tion of up to 5 per cent (6
per cent in case of units
owned by SC/ST) on reduc-
ing balance basis. Similarly,
Assistance to Pharma
Industries for Common
Facilities Scheme (API-CF)
would strengthen the exist-
ing pharmaceutical clus-
ters’ capacity for sustained
growth. It provides for an
assistance of up to 70 per
cent of the approved proj-
ect cost or Rs 20 crore,
whichever is less. In case of
Himalayan and north-east
region, the grant-in-aid
would be Rs 20 crore per
cluster or 90 per cent of the
project cost, whichever is
less.

Pharmaceutical and
Medical Devices
Promotion and
Development Scheme
(PMPDS) would involve
preparation of study re-
ports on topics of impor-
tance for the Indian phar-
ma and medical device in-
dustry.

Govt launches three schemes
for pharma sector MSMEs

Mumbai, Jul 21:
Benchmark indices
bounced back after falling
in early trade on Thursday
and logged the fifth day of
gain amid a decline in
crude oil prices and for-
eign funds inflow. The 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed
284.42 points or 0.51 per

cent to settle at 55,681.95.
During the day, it jumped
340.96 points or 0.61 per
cent to 55,738.49. The
broader NSE Nifty went
higher by 84.40 points or
0.51 per cent to 16,605.25.
Among the Sensex con-
stituents, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj

Finserv, Asian Paints,
Tech Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Axis Bank and
Power Grid were the gain-
ers.

Shares of IndusInd
Bank climbed 7.88 per cent
after the company report-
ed a 60.5 per cent jump in
net profit for the quarter
ended June. Dr Reddy’s
Lab, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank and NTPC
were the laggards. “With
support from FII buying,
the domestic market was
able to withstand the
downward pressure from
global markets to close on
a positive note. Global in-
dices traded lower on rate
hike worries ...,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Markets recover after initial
drop; Sensex climbs 284 points

Mumbai, Jul 21: 

The rupee recovered
from its all-time low of
80.06 to close 20 paise
higher at 79.85 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Thursday following
overall weakness in crude
oil prices and fresh for-
eign fund inflows. At the
interbank forex market,

the local unit opened
lower at 80.03 against the
greenback and fell further
to an intra-day low of
80.06. The local unit re-
couped losses later and
settled at 79.85 (provision-
al), registering a rise of 20
paise over its previous
close.

On Wednesday, the
rupee for the first time
settled below the 80-level
against the US currency
due to strong dollar de-
mand from importers and
fiscal slippage concerns.

The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was
down 0.04 per cent at
107.03.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
4.46 per cent to USD 102.15
per barrel.

Rupee rises 20 paise to close
at 79.85 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jul 21: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
said more than 13 lakh
electric vehicles are regis-
tered in the country ex-
cluding those in Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana and
Lakshadweep. In a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha,
Gadkari said under Faster
Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles (FAME) Phase-II
scheme, 2,877 public EV
charging stations have
been sanctioned in 68
cities and 1,576 EV charg-
ing stations across 9 ex-
pressways and 16 high-
ways. “The number of
electric vehicles in the
country is 13,34,385 (ex-
cluding data of Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,

Telangana and
Lakshadweep, which is not
available in VAHAN 4) as
on 14-07-2022 and a total of
2,826 public charging sta-
tions are operational in the
country, as per the Bureau
of Energy Efficiency,” the
Road Transport and
Highways minister said.
Gadkari said, according to
the World Road Statistics
(WRS) of the International
Road Federation, Geneva,
India recorded 1.5 lakh
road accident fatalities in
2020, which was 26.37 per
cent of total road accidents
recorded in 207 countries.

About 13 lakh electric vehicles
registered in country: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jul 21: Skoda
Auto India on Thursday
said it has introduced new
features in its mid-size
SUV Kushaq to commemo-
rate one year of model
launch in the country. The
updated Kushaq now gets a
tyre pressure monitoring
system as standard across
the range. Besides, all vari-
ants powered by the 1.0 TSI
powertrain are now
equipped with the start-
stop recuperation system
as standard, it added. The
feature has led to improved
fuel efficiency by 7-9 per
cent, the automaker stated.
Furthermore, the interiors
now get a 20.32cm infotain-
ment system with knobs
and buttons for select func-
tions increasing ergonom-
ics and ease of use for the
driver, it said. “The
Kushaq is the hero of
INDIA 2.0 and one year on,

it has been instrumental in
the company climbing one
sales peak after another,
with a legion of happy and
satisfied customers,”
Skoda Auto India Brand
Director Zac Hollis said.
He further said: “In line
with our customer-centric
approach, we use this land-
mark occasion in the
Kushaq’s life cycle to intro-
duce a host of updates that
further enhance the user
experience and all-new

variants providing more
value to our fans and
users.” Under the India 2.0
Project, German automo-
tive group Volkswagen had
announced in 2018 that it
would invest 1 billion euro
between 2019 and 2021 as
part of its strategy to en-
hance its presence in
India. Skoda is responsible
for pressing ahead with
the India 2.0 project on be-
half of Volkswagen Group
since June 2018.

Skoda introduces new features 
in Kushaq as model completes 1 year

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2211::  

Luxury carmaker BMW on
Thursday said it has launched
‘50 Jahre M Edition’ based on
the 5 Series priced at Rs 67.5
lakh (ex-showroom). Produced
at the company’s Chennai
plant, the trim comes in a
petrol variant the BMW 530i M
Sport. Available in limited
numbers, the bespoke model
can be booked exclusively

online from today onwards, the
German luxury carmaker said
in a statement. BMW India had
recently announced that it will
launch 10 exclusive ‘50 Jahre M
Editions’ to celebrate the com-
pany’s M sub-brand that stands
for high-performance cars. The
model comes with 2-litre petrol
engine which churns out maxi-
mum output of 252 hp enabling
0-100 kmph acceleration in just
6.1 seconds.

BMW launches 5 Series
50 Jahre M Edition 

Priced at Rs 67.5 lakh
Mumbai, Jul 21:  

The Board of Directors
of HDFC Bank Limited
approved the Bank’s
(Indian GAAP) results for
the quarterendedJune 30,
2022, at its meeting held
in Mumbai on Saturday,
July 16, 2022. The ac-
counts have been subject-
ed toa ‘Limited Review’
by the statutory auditors
of the Bank.

HDFC Bank reported a
20.91 per cent jump in its
June quarter net profit at
Rs 9,579.11 crore. On a
standalone basis, the
largest private sector
lender’s net profit in-
creased to Rs 9,195.99
crore from Rs 7,729.64
crore in the year-ago peri-
od, but was down from Rs
10,055.18 crore in the pre-

ceding March quarter. Its
total income came in at
Rs 41,560 crore on a stand-
alone basis, as compared
to Rs 36,771 crore in the
year-ago period. Total ex-
penditure increased to Rs
26,192 crore from Rs
21,634 crore, the bank
said in an exchange fil-
ing.

Overall provisions for
the reporting quarter re-
duced to Rs 3,187.73 crore
as against Rs 4,830.84
crore in the year-ago peri-
od, the bank said. The
Bank’s core net revenue
(excluding trading and
Mark to Market losses),
grew by 19.8% to ? 

27,181.4 crore for the
quarter ended June 30,
2022 from ? 22,696.5 crore
for the quarter ended
June 30, 2021.The total

net revenues (net interest
income plus other in-
come) were ?25,869.6
crore for the quarter
ended June 30, 2022.

Net interest income (in-
terest earned less interest
expended) for the quarter
ended June 30, 2022 grew
by 14.5% to ?19,481.4 crore
from ? 

17,009.0 crore for the
quarter ended June 30,
2021, driven by advances
growthof22.5%, deposits
growth of 19.2% and total
balance sheet growth of
20.3%.

Core net interest mar-
gin was at 4.0% on total
assets, and 4.2% based on
interest earning assets.
We continued to add new
liability relationships at
a robust pace of 2.6 mil-
lion during the quarter.

HDFC Bank Q1 net profit 
jumps 21 pc to Rs 9,579 crore

New Delhi, Jul 21:

Retail inflation for farm
workers and rural labour-
ers rose to 6.43 per cent
and 6.76 per cent, respec-
tively, in June due to high-
er prices of certain food
items.

In June last year, the re-
tail inflation for farm
workers stood at 3.83 per
cent and that for rural
labourers was at 4 per
cent.

The All India Consumer
Price Index for
Agricultural Labourers
(CPI-AL) was at 1,125
points while the
Consumer Price Index for
Rural Labourers (CPI-RL)
stood at 1,137 points in
June 2022. On an annual
basis, both are marginally
higher. In May, CPI-AL was

at 1,119 points while CPI-
RL stood at 1,131 points.
“Point to point rate of in-
flation based on the CPI-
AL (Consumer Price
I n d e x - A g r i c u l t u r a l
Labourers) and CPI-RL
(Rural Labourers) stood at
6.43 per cent and 6.76 per
cent in June 2022 com-
pared to 6.67 per cent and 7
per cent, respectively in
May 2022,” the labour min-
istry said in a statement
on Wednesday.

As per the latest official
data, food inflation for
agricultural labourers and
rural labourers was at 5.09
per cent and 5.16 per cent,
respectively, in June this
year. This is higher com-
pared to the readings of
2.67 per cent and 2.86 per
cent, respectively, record-
ed in the year-ago period.

Retail inflation for farm,
rural workers rise in June

Chennai, Jul 21: 

In a constant endeav-
our to reaffirm ISUZU’s
commitment to provide
best service and owner-
ship experience, Isuzu
Motors India will be con-
ducting a nation-wide
‘ISUZU I-Care Monsoon
Camp’ for its range of
ISUZU D-MAX Pick-ups
and SUVs.

This service camp is
aimed at offering cus-
tomers exciting benefits
and preventive mainte-
nance checks for a has-
sle-free driving experi-
ence during the season
across the country.

An initiative of ‘ISUZU
Care’, the Monsoon camp
will be organised across
all ISUZU authorised
dealer service outlets, be-
tween  July 25th to
August  2nd, 2022 (both

days inclusive). During
this period, customers
can also avail special of-
fers & benefits for their
vehicles.

The Monsoon Camp
will be organised at all
authorised service facili-
ties of ISUZU located in
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Bimavaram, Bhuj,
Calicut, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Delhi,
Dimapur, Gandhidham,
Gorakhpur, Gurugram,
Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Indore, Jaipur,
Jalandhar, Jodhpur,
Kochi, Kolkata, Kurnool,
Lucknow, Madurai,
Mangalore, Mehsana,
Mohali, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Nellore, Pune,
Raipur, Rajahmundry,
Rajkot, Siliguri, Surat,
Tirupati, Trivandrum,
Vadodara, Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam.

Isuzu Motors India to roll-out
‘Monsoon Camp’ across India

New Delhi, Jul 21:  

Government think-
tank Niti Aayog on
Wednesday said India
has a technology stack to
facilitate digital banks
and there is need for cre-
ating a regulatory frame-
work for promoting this.
The Aayog, in its report
titled ‘Digital Banks: A
Proposal for Licensing &
Regulatory Regime for
India’, makes a case and
offers a template and
roadmap for a digital
bank licensing and regu-
latory regime for the
country. India’s public
digital infrastructure, es-
pecially Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
has successfully demon-
strated how to challenge

established incumbents,
it said, adding that UPI
transactions measured
have surpassed Rs 4 tril-
lion in value. “Aadhaar
authentications have
passed 55 trillion. Finally,
India is at the cusp of op-
erationalizing its own
open banking frame-
work. These indices
demonstrate India has
the technology stack to
fully facilitate DBs,” the
report said. “Creating a
blueprint for digital
banking regulatory
framework and policy of-
fers India the opportuni-
ty to cement her position
as the global leader in
Fintech at the same time
as solving the several
public policy challenges
she faces,” it added.

Regulatory framework 
needed for promoting digital

banks: NITI Aayog report

Actress Tanushree Dutta, who raised the subject of
#MeToo in India back in 2018 and started the dia-

logue around sexual assault and misconduct, has
complained of harassment, claiming that theres
a threat to her life. The actress took to her
Instagram to share a picture of herself with a
long note that spoke about how she has been
earlier subjected to health problems and work
sabotage. She started her note with a direct reve-
lation of the threat, "I'm being harassed & tar-
geted very badly. Please someone do some-
thing." She spoke about a maid that was planted
in her house to mess up her health, "First it was
my bollywood work being sabotaged last one year,
then a maid was planted to douse my drinking water
with medications & steroids which caused all kinds
of severe health problems, then when I escaped to
Ujjain in May my vehicle brakes tampered twice &
accident." Nevertheless, the actress survived the
accident and returned to Mumbai to resume work. "I
barely escaped death & returned Mumbai after 40
days to resume normal life & work. Now strange
disgusting stuff in my building outside my flat," she
wrote in her note. Giving an assurance that she
would firmly stand her ground and won't bow
down to the pressure, she wrote, "I'm not going to
commit suicide for sure yeh kaan kholkar sun
lo sab log!! Nor am I leaving & going
anywhere. I'm here to stay & resurrect
my public career to greater heights
than ever before!"

Kareena’s witty
reaction to
pregnancy

rumours:
It’s the
pasta

and wine

Bollywood diva
Kareena Kapoor

Khan has shared a
hilarious response to
rumours circulating
about her third pregnan-
cy.
Kareena, who was holi-

daying in London with her
family, took to Instagram to

respond to the reports
claiming that she is going to

be a mother for the third time.
It all started when a picture of

Kareena from the vacation went
viral, with reports claiming it
showed a baby bump.
She wrote on her instagram
story: "It's the pasta and
wine guys...calm down...I
am not pregnant.. uffa.Saif
says he has already con-
tributed way too much to
the population of our
country...enjoy...KKK."
Saif and Kareena got
married on October
16, 2012. The couple
welcomed their first
son, Taimur in 2016
and their second
son, Jeh in

February 2021.
On the work front,
Kareena currently
awaits the release
of 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' starring
Aamir Khan. She is
also set for her
digital debut and
will be seen in an
OTT project
directed by
Sujoy Ghosh.

ACROSS

1. Exec's car

5. Implant

10. Thought

14. Dry

15. Brink

16. Weight unit

17. Temperance

19. Standard

20. As well

21. First man

22. Large mammal, for short

23. Jacket part

25. Verse writer

27. Paid out

29. San Francisco vehicle (2 wds.)

33. Not this

34. Not often

36. Lime drink

37. Tatters

38. Love, in Florence

39. Pack away

40. Purpose

41. Makes amends

42. Present!

43. Treat with drugs

45. Expressed anger

46. IX

47. Friend (Sp.)

49. Burn with hot water

52. Skirt opening

53. Motel units (abbr.)

56. Volcanic rock

57. Ambition

60. "Once ____ a time..."

61. Depart

62. Poet ____ Pound

63. Patch up

64. Relieved

65. Not shallow

DOWN

1. Tibetan monk

2. Press

3. Between 40 and 60 (hyph.)

4. Certain poem

5. Elude

6. Copper, e.g.

7. Hat edge

8. Id's partner

9. Cozy room

10. Light

11. Hard candy

12. Marshal Wyatt ____

13. Munitions, for short

18. Enthralled

22. Ship's wheel

24. Colony insects

25. Pedro's father

26. Reed instruments
27. Stroke a guitar
28. Stage
29. Exact copy
30. Classify
31. Love dearly
32. Marry again
34. The Devil
35. Act the ham
39. Thick carpet
41. Tart
44. Away from the coast
45. Film legend ____ Hayworth
47. Breathing
48. Bogged down
49. City eyesore
50. ____ Cod
51. Stratford-upon-____
52. Resorts
54. Additional
55. Crisp cookie
57. Brewery product
58. Caspian ____
59. Media mogul ____ Turner
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You may end up scaring people with your
dramatic, emotional outbursts, Aquarius.
Your behavior is likely to be erratic. The
smallest things could set you off on a crazy
tirade. The root of these issues probably
has to do with a need to be loved, and you
feel like others don't give you the attention
you think you deserve. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You might surprise a few people with your
words and actions, which could seem out
of character for you, Pisces. Don't be sur-
prised if you don't think or act like your
normal self. There is a streak of the odd-
ball inside you that wants to have its day
in the spotlight. Let that part of you shine
through by wearing your plaid pants with
a polka dot shirt and furry orange hat. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You could feel like a giant wrecking ball
that's anxious to break down existing
structures. Perhaps you're upset about a
new development in your town, the
country's political system, or the power
structure within your home. Regardless
of the exact reason, you're certain that
change needs to happen in order to
make progress. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Keep pen and paper close by, Taurus, and
have the number of the patent office on
hand. You're apt to come up with some
original ideas that could be revolutionary.
You're likely be more intrigued by gadg-
ets and electronic devices than usual. You
have the power to make cunning observa-
tions about how things work. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have endless ideas streaming
through your head but little patience to see
any of them through to the end, Gemini.
Perhaps you're so busy jumping from one
thought to the next that you don't take any
of them far enough to know whether or not
they're worth pursuing. Write thoughts
down as they come to you, and go over them
later when your mind is in a quieter state.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's OK to change your opinion, Cancer.
You may pride yourself on being the
solid one who always has an answer or
knows exactly where to go. You may
look upon others as flaky, indecisive, or
fickle. It's important that you not shut
down your thinking after making a
decision about something. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel a strong need to express
your individuality, Leo. You don't want to
blend into the herd, unseen as you walk
down the street. You want to be the sheep
with the blue wool, the person skipping
instead of walking. Find a place or group
that lets you be yourself and not worry
about what other people think about your
style. Your originality is inspiring. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Going with the flow may not necessarily
appeal to you today, Virgo. This is one
time when you may want to be the fish
swimming upstream while the school
heads downstream. Feel free to go your
own way regardless of what others have
to say about it. You may get pressured by
your loved ones to act a certain way or go
somewhere special. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There are a few emotional surprises
coming your way, Libra. You might act a
certain way under normal circumstances,
but today you're apt to take a completely
different route. Perhaps you don't know
why you suddenly feel comfortable about
a situation that you'd normally be quite
skeptical about. Nevertheless, this feel-
ing is possible. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You're apt to need emotional freedom,
Scorpio. Perhaps you sense that you're
being coerced or manipulated into feeling
a certain way and feel trapped in the sit-
uation. If you can distance yourself,
you're likely to see that you're indeed get-
ting caught up in someone else's drama.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Take inventory of your habits and behav-
iors, Sagittarius. Look to certain patterns
and note the ones that do and don't work
for you. You'll more than likely feel an
urge to break free from repetition and
create new paths that allow for other
opportunities to come along. You may not
even be consciously aware that in many
ways you're beating a dead horse. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel smothered by certain indi-
viduals and loved ones who hang on you
like barnacles on a rock, Capricorn. You're
a big part of their emotional support sys-
tem and they rely on you for strength.
Today, however, you could get frustrated
by this extra weight. You'll more than like-
ly want to rip those barnacles off in order
to give you more breathing room. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 368

SOLUTION 367

HOROSCOPE FRIDAY JULY 22

Tanushree Dutta complains of harassment,
threat to life in long Insta post

S
hubhangi Atre, who
plays Angoori Bhabi
in &TV's Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, has at-
tained superlative fandom
for her dedication and
hard work to make every-
one laugh with her cult
comedy show. Recently,
the talented actress suf-
fered a severe muscle
spasm in her back while
lifting her hydraulic bed
at home. The doctor sug-
gested she rest and ad-
vised her to take extra pre-
cautions while moving to
recuperate at the earliest.

Shubhangi Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabi in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par hai, re-
veals, “I suffered a serious
injury in 2010, and even

now, the injury bothers
me.

When I lift something
heavy by accident, I get
muscular spasms and fric-
tion in my back. I attempt-
ed to move my hydraulic
bed a few days ago when I
realized the spring had
broken. As a result, the en-
tire bed weight fell on my

back, causing immense
pain. I couldn't move for
three or four hours, and
the pain became unbear-
able. Later, I saw a doctor,
who advised three days of
bed rest and provided
painkillers and other med-
icines. He advised me to
be extremely cautious and
to never lift anything
heavy ever in my life”.
The actress has returned
to the set of Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai and adds, “I love
shooting and can't stay at
home for too long. So, I dis-
cussed my situation with
our producer, Binaiferr
Kohli, and the production
team is planning the
shoot, keeping my condi-
tion in mind.

‘Angoori Bhabi’ gets injured

T
wo most popular
and adored reality
shows on Sony

Entertainment Television
are coming together for a
super ‘fun-tabulous’ week-
end filled with ‘comedy’
and ‘melody’! So, get ready
and block your calendar
for Saturday, 23rd July
starting 7:00 pm onwards,
as for the first time ever
the ‘Comedy ke Funkar’
from India’s Laughter
Champion and Superstar
Singer 2’s ‘Best Bache
Ever’ will come together
to entertain viewers for a
magical evening filled
with 7x Entertainment, 7x
Fun & 7x Dhamaal. While
Superstar Singer 2 con-
testants will be serenad-
ing the contestants of
India’s Laughter
Champion with some
amazing songs, the come-
dians on the other hand
will leave no stone un-

turned to make everybody
laugh out loud to their
amusing antics. Joining
the esteemed panel of
super judges, Himesh
Reshammiya, Alka
Yagnik and Javed Ali will
be the laughter queen,

Archana Puran Singh, the
judge of India’s Laughter
Champion. Making the
‘Super Sangam’ episode
extra special will be the
Maverick musician,
Niladri Kumar and Ace di-
rector, Imtiaz Ali.

Imtiaz Ali gifts a ‘Rockstar
Jacket’ to contestant Chetanya

S
tars Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and Akshay
Kumar, who will be

seen on the upcoming
episode of 'Koffee With
Karan', grooved to the pop-
ular track 'Oo Antava' from
the film 'Pushpa: The Rise'.

A clip of the two dancing
on the number, originally
picturised on Samantha
and Allu Arjun, was
shared on the Instagram
page of Disney+ Hotstar.

The two guest stars of
filmmaker Karan Johar's
show were seen doing the
hook step of the number,
which was released on
January 7 and currently
has 272,289,880 views. The
caption of the video reads:

"The cool and the killer
raising temperature in the
house!" The teaser of the
third episode was unveiled
on Tuesday. Akshay made
his entry in true Khiladi
fashion, carrying the
show's debutant Samantha

in his arms. The episode
marks his third appear-
ance on the show.

The new episode of
'Koffee with Karan' Season
7 will drop on Disney+
Hotstar on Thursday at 7
p.m.

Akshay, Samantha groove on 
‘Oo Antava’ in ‘Koffee With Karan’

B
rining the audi-
ence, a fresh and
refreshing content

Star Bharat is bringing a
brand-new show ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ star-
ring Iqbal khan and
Rachana Mistry in lead
roles. While Iqbal plays
the role of Dev in the
show, he sheds some light
on his character and
shares his experience.

He says, “The role
comes very natural to me
as I’m playing a charac-
ter of my age which is
very comfortable. Dev as
a character is a very in-
spiring person in nature
and I would like to adapt
his qualities and be like
him in my real life. He is
someone who worships
his work, treats women
with utmost respect and

believes in women em-
powerment. He also re-
spects his values and be-
lieves in being a good
human being and these
qualities are very inspir-
ing to me. I hope the
viewers will love my
character and adapt
some good qualities from
him”. Na Umra Ki Seema
Ho is love Drama which
will be a fresh air of
breath for the viewers
and will be a change for
the audience as the plot
showcase a love-story
with age no bar. The audi-
ence will experience
some new content which
will also change their
perspective in a new way.

Stay tuned to Star
Bharat to watch ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ from
26th July.

‘I want to be like
my character Dev’
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Trinidad, Jul 21 (PTI):

India's fringe players
will get valuable game
time in a format fighting
for context when Shikhar
Dhawan leads the team in
the three-match ODI series
against the West Indies, be-
ginning here on Friday.

Ben Stokes' surprise an-
nouncement from ODIs
has fuelled the growing de-
bate on hectic internation-
al scheduling, especially
bilateral cricket. The pre-
mier English all-rounder
made it clear that playing
all three formats regularly
is not sustainable any-
more.

Sandwiched between
Tests and T20s, ODI cricket
has been jostling for space
for a while now.

West Indies came to
India for three ODIs and as
many T20s in February
and the two teams meet
again for a total of eight
limited overs games (five
T20s). In a T20 World Cup
year, ODIs anyway assume
less significance but play-
ers who will be getting the
opportunity in the absence
of senior players would be
eager to make an impact.

Dhawan, who plays only
the ODI format, will lead

India for the second time
in his career with regular
captain Rohit Sharma rest-
ed from the series.

M o h a m m a d
Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah, Rishabh
Pant, Hardik Pandya
and Virat Kohli have also
been rested. The England
series showed that it is
tough for anyone who
doesn't play at the highest
level regularly. Dhawan,
who is known for his con-
sistency, looked far from
his best.

It will be interesting to
see who opens alongside
Dhawan in the series-open-
er. Shubman Gill has been
brought back into the
team. He and Dhawan
make a left-hand right-
hand combination but the
others in the squad who
could open include Ishan
Kishan and Ruturaj
Gaikwad. The team man-
agement will have a hard

time picking the middle-
order. The in-form Deepak
Hooda is expected to bat at
number three and
Suryakumar Yadav is also

a certainty in the playing
eleven, which leaved the
management to decide
among Shreyas Iyer and
Sanju Samson.

Pressure will be on Iyer,
who was once again found
wanting against the short
ball on the England tour. In
the absence of Hardik,
Shardul Thakur is the
pace bowling all-rounder
option for India.

The pitch here tends to
aid the spinners so it is ex-
pected that Yuzvendra
Chahal will play in all
three games alongside
Ravindra Jadeja. The third
spin option is Axar Patel.

West Indies are smart-
ing from their 0-3 loss at
home in the ODIs against
Bangladesh. All-rounder
Jason Holder has made a
comeback and will give
much needed balance to
the side, led by Nicholas
Pooran. The Caribbean
side would like to improve
upon one crucial aspect.
They have struggled to
complete their 50-over bat-
ting quota in recent times.

Since the 2019 World
Cup, they have managed to
bat full 50 overs just six
times in 39 innings and
that should be a concern
for the side.

India to test fringe players
as ODI series kicks off vs WI

Taipei, Jul 21 (PTI):

Talented Indian shuttler
Tanisha Crasto registered
straight-game wins to enter
the quarterfinals of
women's and mixed doubles
competition at the Taipei
Open Super 300 tourna-
ment here on Thursday.

Former Commonwealth
Games gold medallist
Parupalli Kashyap also en-
tered the last eight round
but Mithun Manjunath and
Kiran George missed out
after suffering narrow de-
feats in the men's singles
second round.

Tanisha and Ishaan
Bhatnagar, seeded sixth,
beat Chinese Taipei's
Cheng Kai Wen and Wang
Yu Qiao 21-14 21-17 to enter
the mixed doubles quarter-
finals. The 19-year-old
Dubai-born Tanisha, who
had represented Bahrain in
her junior days, then com-
bined with Shruti Mishra
to get the better of local
hope Jia Yin Lin and Lin
Yu-Hao 21-14 21-8 in a
women's doubles second
round tie that lasted 22 min-
utes. Tanisha and Ishaan
will face Malaysia's Hoo

Pang Ron and Toh Ee Wei
next in mixed doubles,
while either Taipei's Kuo
Yu Wen and Wang Yu Qiao
or Hong Kong's sixth seeded
Ng Tsz Yau and Tsang Hiu
Yan will be their opponent
in women's doubles.

On a comeback trial,
Kashyap, seeded third, pre-
vailed 21-10 21-19 over
Chinese Taipei's Chia Hao
Lee to set up a clash against
Malaysia's Soong Joo Ven.

In other results, Mithun
and Kiran suffered heart-
breaking losses, while
Priyanshu Rajawat too
failed to cross the second

round hurdle. Mithun, who
had finished runners-up at
Orleans Masters Super 100
tournament, fought for an
hour and four minutes be-
fore going down 24-22 5-21
17-21 to Japan's fourth seed
Kodai Naraoka.

Odisha Open champion
Kiran's gallant fight ended
with a 21-23 21-16 7-21 loss to
top seed and world number
4 Chou Tien Chen in 58
minutes.

Priyanshu, who was part
of India's Thomas Cup win-
ning team, suffered a 19-21
13-21 loss to Chen Chi Ting
of Chinese Taipei.

Munich, Jul 21 (PTI):

Paralympic medallist
Singhraj Adhana won two
gold on the final day as
India produced their best-
ever performance at the
Para Shooting World Cup,
finishing with 10 medals
here.

Singhraj's twin medals
propelled India to the top
of the medal table, their
best performance since
taking part in the competi-
tion for the first time in
2017. In total, India won six
golds, three silvers and
one bronze.

France (11) and Ukraine
(15), took the second and
third place, having won 4
and 3 gold respectively.

On the final day of the
event, Tokyo Paralympic
silver medallist Singhraj,
who initially qualified in
the fourth place, rode on
his steady rounds of shoot-
ing to score 224.1 points
and eventually clinched
the gold.

Ukraine's Oleksiy
Denisiuk, settled for silver
with 216.2 points, while
Korea's Jeongdu Jo won
bronze after scoring 193.9.

Before the individual
event, Singhraj teamed up

with compatriots
Deepender Singh and

Manish Narwal to take the
team gold. The individual

gold was also Singhraj's
first ever in the P4 event
after several silver and
bronze medals.

"I am very happy to fi-
nally win a gold in this
event. I wanted to win it in
Chateauroux 2022 in
France but had some tech-
nical glitches. I am happy
that I could execute my
plans in Munich,"
Singhraj said in a release.

"I would like to thank
my coaches for the suc-
cess." Earlier, India started
off its Para Shooting
World Cup campaign on a
brilliant note with Rahul
Jakhar clinching gold in
P3-Mixed 25m Pistol SH1
event. Jakhar also com-
bined with Singhraj and
Nihal to take the team gold
with a total of 1695-36x
ahead of Korea and the
Czech Republic.

Shooters Manish
Narwal and Rubina
Francis followed it up with
another gold in P6 - Mixed
Team 10m Air SH1 Pistol
event.

The Indian Para
Shooting team will next be
in action at the World
Championships in
November slated to be
held in Al Ain, UAE.

Munich Para Shooting World Cup

India record best-ever 
finish with 10 medals

Paralympic medallist Singhraj Adhana, who won two golds on the
final day, as India produced their best-ever performance at the
Para Shooting World Cup finishing with 10 medals, in Munich,
Thursday, July 21.

TAIPEI OPEN

Twin delight for Tanisha,
Kashyap too win

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Sumit Nagal on Thursday
made a comeback to the
Indian Davis Cup team for the
away World Group I tie against
Norway while doubles special-
ist Divij Sharan was dropped
after falling behind in the
pecking order.
Expectedly, country's number
one singles player Ramkumar
Ramanathan (ranked 196),
Prajnesh Gunneswaran (295),
Sasikumar Mukund (431), Yuki
Bhambri (571), doubles expo-
nent Rohan Bopanna (21) have
been named in the team as
the Nandan Bal-led selection
committee picked four spe-
cialist singles players.
Arjun Kadhe (519) and
Sidharth Rawat (566) are
ranked above Yuki but if the
Delhi player is to use his
Protected Ranking, he would
be in top-100. And going by
the class of Yuki, it only makes
sense to have a player of his
calibre in the side.
Of the six players, one would
be named a reserve by captain
Rohit Rajpal after assessing
conditions in Norway and it
will be a five-member unit
that will compete on
September 16 and 17. Most
likely, Sasikumar, who is yet
play a Davis Cup tie, will be a
reserve player.
Sumit Nagal, who underwent a
hip surgery in November 2021,

began competing on the cir-
cuit from April this year. In
eight tournaments this season,
Nagal has won four matches.
The 24-year-old player from
Haryana last played a Davis
Cup tie against Croatia in
March 2021 and missed the
subsequent matches against
Finland (September 2021) and
Denmark (March 2022).
"The courts are expected to
be slow in Norway, so Sumit
comes into play there. Slow
courts suit the game style of
Sumit. If courts are faster we
have the option of Yuki and
Ramkumar. So we have to
have four singles players in
the side," Nandan Bal told PTI.

Sumit Nagal returns to
Indian Davis Cup team

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Star shuttlers, including
PV Sindhu, will chase indi-
vidual gold medals but dou-
bles would also be under the
spotlight as India aim to re-
tain the mixed team title and
continue their consistent
run at the Commonwealth
Games.

Ever since Dinesh
Khanna claimed India's first
badminton medal -- a bronze
at the quadrennial event in
1966 -- the country has accu-
mulated 25 medals, includ-
ing seven golds, riding on in-
dividual brilliance.

In the last edition at Gold
Coast, Indian players were
on fire, claiming an unprece-
dented six medals, including
two gold.

In the individual event,
the coveted yellow metal will
again be a target not only for
double Olympic medallist
Sindhu but also for world
championships silver and
bronze medallists Kidambi
Srikanth and Lakshya Sen
respectively. Chirag Shetty
and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy too will be keen
to change the colour of the
silver they won on their
CWG debut in 2018. However,

more than individual
medals, the focus this time
will be on India's perform-
ance in the mixed team
event. At Gold Coast, a
young Indian team had man-
aged to pull the rug from
under the feet of the mighty
Malaysians to emerge as
champions for the first time.

Overall, India still ranks
third in the list of medallists
with England (8-times win-

ner) and Malaysia (5-time
champions) taking the top
two spots with 109 and 64
medals so far.

India thus has a long way
to go to emerge as a domi-
nant force but they would
like to prove that 2018 was
not a fluke as they open their
campaign in Group 1, com-
prising of minnows
Australia, Sri Lanka, and
Pakistan.

Badminton at CWG

Focus on Sindhu but doubles key to
India retaining mixed team gold

Toronto, Jul 21 (AP):

Seven-time Grand Slam
champion Venus Williams
has been given a wild-card
entry into the main draw
of the National Bank
Open next month.

She will compete in
Toronto for the first time
since 2019 and return to
WTA Tour singles play for
the first time since August
2021.

The former world No. 1
and five-time Wimbledon
champion last played
when she partnered with
Jamie Murray of Britain
in Wimbledon's mixed
doubles draw earlier this
month. Williams is a 41-
time WTA singles champi-
on and Olympic gold
medalist. Her sister
Serena Williams was on
the official entry list re-
leased last week for
Toronto, which would
mark her first North
American hard-court
event in two years, and
comes of the heels of her

first-round exit at
Wimbledon in June. Asked
after that defeat whether
she would play again, the
40-year-old Williams said
she didn't know. The three-
time champion in Toronto
last played there in 2019,
when she retired because
of back spasms in the final
against Bianca Andreescu
of Canada. Andreescu

beat Serena Williams a
month later in the final at
the U.S. Open, for which
Toronto is considered a
tuneup event. Andreescu
also received a top-20 wild
card for the National Bank
Open. Three more wild
cards will be distributed to
Canadian players closer to
the start of the tourna-
ment, which runs Aug.

Venus Williams added as wild
card for National Bank Open

Eugene, Jul 21 (PTI):

Indian javelin thrower
Annu Rani qualified for
the World Championships
finals after coming up
with a throw of 59.60m on
her last attempt, here on
Thursday.

Annu was on the verge
of an early exit after start-
ing with a foul throw and
then managing a below
par 55.35m in her second
attempt but managed to
send her spear to 59.60m,
which was well below her
season's best but good
enough to push her into
the finals.

She finished fifth in
Group B qualification
round and made it to the fi-
nals as eighth best across
two groups on the fifth day
of competitions.

The 29-year-old national
record holder failed to
touch the 60m mark but
has the chance to make
amends in the finals on
Saturday (6:50am IST). She
has a season's and person-
al best of 63.82m.

Those who touched
62.50m mark or 12 best per-
formers across two groups
made it to the finals. Only
three competitors could
get past the automatic
qualification mark of
62.50m.

Season leader Maggie
Malone of USA failed to
make it to the finals after
finishing 12th in Group B
and 22nd overall with a
best throw of 54.19m while
defending champion
Kelsey-Lee Barber of
Australia made it to the

medal round as fifth-best
performer with an effort of
61.27m.

Annu has qualified for
her second consecutive
World Championships fi-
nals in her third appear-
ance in the showpiece.

She had finished eighth
in the finals with a best
throw of 61.12m in the last
edition in 2019 in Doha.
She could not qualify for
the finals in 2017 in
London after finishing
10th in her qualification
group.

Javelin thrower Annu Rani qualifies for
second straight World C’ships finals

London, Jul 21 (PTI):

Star India batter
Cheteshwar Pujara contin-
ued his incredible form and
hit a double century on cap-
taincy debut for Sussex to
put his side in a command-
ing position against
Middlesex here.

Pujara, who was
overnight 115, ended on 231
off 403 balls (21x4, 3x6), his
third double and fourth 150-
plus score from 10 innings
for Sussex this season.

Pujara was the last wick-
et to fall for Sussex who
notched up a massive total
of 523 on day two of their
Division Two County
Championships at the
Lord's here.

The Indian Test No 3,
who had made a comeback
to the national side after
some solid performances
for Sussex, earlier scored
203 (334b) versus Durham
and 201 not out (387b)
against Derbyshire.

With 997 runs, including
five centuries from 10 in-
nings, Pujara now averages
an astonishing 124.62 in the

2022 County Championship.
Having come into bat

after Sussex were 99/2 in-
side 35 overs, Pujara batted
for 533 minutes against a
bowling unit that had his
India teammate Umesh
Yadav, Tim Murtagh and
Co. Pujara also became the
first Indian team player to
score a double ton at the
hallowed Lord's, and the
first Sussex player after
118 years to score three
double centuries in a sin-
gle season.

Pujara on song, slams third
double for Sussex this season

Migrants rights cannot be ignored: SC
New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

Migrants play a very
vital role in building the
nation and their rights
cannot be ignored at all,
the Supreme Court said
Thursday while asking
the Centre to devise a
mechanism so that they
receive food grains with-
out ration cards. The top
court said the welfare
schemes devised by the
Centre should reach a
maximum number of
workers and the state gov-
ernments will have to co-
operate and assist the
Union of India.

"As far as our country is
concerned, two people are
very important. First is
the farmer i.e the agricul-
turist and the second is
migrant workers.
Migrants also play a very
important role in building
the nation. Their rights
cannot be ignored at all.

"Therefore you have to
reach them. They may be
illiterate and may not
know how to avail benefits
of government schemes.
Concerned states will
have to ensure benefits of

the scheme reaches them,"
a bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
said.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Central
Government, informed
the bench that approxi-
mately 27.95 crore unor-
ganised labourers or mi-
grant workers have been
registered as on July 11 on
a portal developed in con-
sultation with the
National Informatics
Centre (NIC) based on the
information given by
states. Elaborating on the
steps taken by the Centre,
Bhati told the apex court
that an e-Shram portal has
been launched aimed to
help people like migrant
workers, construction
workers, etc.

She said that a National
Career Service portal has
been created which is a
one-stop solution that pro-
vides a wide array of em-
ployment and career-relat-
ed services to the citizens
of India. The ASG also ap-
prised the court that the
Government of India has
introduced a pension

scheme for unorganised
workers namely Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-
Dhan (PM-SYM) to ensure
old age protection for un-
organised workers. Bhati
submitted that additional
allocation of foodgrains as
demanded by states is
being looked into and
Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana has been
extended till September.
She said additional grains
can be procured by states
at the Food Corporation of
India.

At this point, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, ap-
pearing for three activists,
Anjali Bharadwaj, Harsh
Mander, and Jagdeep
Chhokar, alleged that the
Centre is asking states to
buy ration at market rates.
Bhushan said the majori-
ty of the workers are de-
prived of rations despite
being registered on the
portal as they don't have
ration cards.

"NFSA covers up to 75
per cent of the rural popu-
lation and 50 per cent of
the urban population
under Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) and priority

households. However, this
number is based on the
census of 2011. There has
been a 15 per cent increase
in the population eligible
for ration cards and they
are deprived," Bhushan
said. The top court took
note of the submission
and asked if poor people
can be deprived of rations
just because the census
has not been carried out.

"You (Centre) are going
by 2011 data and that may
be an injustice to the
needy people and you
should look into it. You
should consider them as
your own brothers and sis-
ters. You will give the ra-
tion to those who have ra-
tion cards, what about
those who are registered
but don't have ration
cards?

"You have to think it
over and come up with a
solution so that maximum
workers are benefitted.
You have to fix the criteria
and introspect on this. All
efforts should be made by
the state governments so
that migrants have ration
cards. we cannot shut our
eyes," the bench said.

Last rites of murdered DSP performed 
Hisar, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The last rites of the
Haryana DSP who was
mowed down by a truck in
Nuh were performed with
full state honours on
Thursday at Hisar's
Sarangpur village, his 
native place.

Tauru DSP Surendra

Singh was killed on
Tuesday when a truck he
had signalled to stop in
Haryana's Nuh district
drove into him. The DSP
had gone to Pachgaon near
Tauru to conduct raids
against illegal mining in
Aravalli hills. The body was
buried as per customs of
the Bishnoi community, to

which the officer belonged.
Singh is survived by his
wife, a married daughter
and a son. The last rites
were held in the presence of
senior officials. Haryana
Assembly Deputy Speaker
Ranbir Gangwa, Congress
MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi and
Haryana's Director General
of Police P K Agrawal were

among others present.
Earlier this morning, the
body of Surender Singh
was brought from the Hisar
Civil Hospital to his native
village. The Haryana gov-
ernment on Thursday de-
cided to conduct a judicial
probe into the killing of the
DSP by mining mafia in the
state's Mewat region. The

Nuh police had on
Wednesday arrested the
truck driver allegedly in-
volved in the killing. Sabbir,
alias Mittar, the key ac-
cused in the case, was ar-
rested from Rajasthan's
Bharatpur district. He was
arrested following the ques-
tioning of Ikkar, another ar-
rested accused in the case.
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Kanwariyas carry holy water as they walk down a road during their pilgrimage in the
auspicious month of Shravan, in New Delhi, Thursday.

KANWAR YATRA

With full state honours at his native place

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuull  2211
((PPTTII))::  TMC will
abstain from
the upcoming
vice presiden-
tial election as
it does not
agree with the
way the

Opposition candidate was decid-
ed without keeping the party in
the loop, senior leader Abhishek
Banerjee said on Thursday. NDA
has nominated former West
Bengal governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar as its candidate for the
election. Opposition parties on
Sunday decided to field former
Rajasthan governor Margaret Alva
as their joint candidate for the
poll. "There is no question of sup-
porting the NDA candidate, espe-
cially Jagdeep Dhankhar. But after
today's meeting with party law-
makers, it has been decided that
we will abstain from the vice pres-
idential election," Banerjee, the
Trinamool Congress national gen-
eral secretary, said.

TMC to abstain
from VP election:

Abhishek

Play very important role in nation-building



Bus fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Twenty-one
children had a narrow
escape after their school
bus caught fire in north
west Delhi's Rohini on
Thursday, officials  said.
According to fire officials,
they received information
about the incident at 2.14
pm following which three
fire tenders were rushed to
the spot to douse the blaze.
Delhi Fire Services director
Atul Garg said the vehicle
caught fire near a dispen-
sary at Sai Baba Mandir T-
point in Rohini Sector 7.

Kanwar yatra 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: A 25-km Kanwar
yatra on foot will be taken
out from Har Ki Pairi in
Haridwar on July 26 with
the message of fighting
gender inequality. The
yatra will start from Har Ki
Pairi and conclude with a
'jalabhishek' at the ancient
Veerbhadra temple in
Rishikesh, Uttarakhand's
women empowerment
Minister Rekha Arya said
on Thursday.

Extra fee
NNeeww  DDeellhh:: Airlines can't
charge any additional fee
for issuing boarding pass
at check-in counters in air-
ports, the Aviation Ministry
said on Thursday. India's
largest airline IndiGo cur-
rently charges a fee if a
passenger asked for a
boarding pass at the
check-in counter.

Bail 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: The Gauhati
High Court on Thursday
granted bail to the 19-
year old woman, who was
arrested two months ago
for allegedly writing a
poem on social media in
support of banned outfit
ULFA (I). Justice Ajit
Borthakur granted bail to
Barshashree Buragohain,
who is currently housed
in the Golaghat Central
Jail, after the state's
lawyer refrained from
opposing her application.

Seized 
JJaaiippuurr:: Customs officials
have seized 151 grams of
gold worth Rs 7.82 lakh
from a passenger at
Jaipur International
Airport, an official said on
Thursday. The passenger
came in an Air India flight
from Dubai on
Wednesday night. 

Banned
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Information
and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur
on Thursday said the gov-
ernment blocked 94
YouTube channels, 19
social media accounts
and 747 uniform resource
locators (URLs) during
2021-22 for spreading
fake news. 
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A school bus on fire at Rohini
in New Delhi, Thursday.
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Droupadi Murmu is India’s new Prez
New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The NDA's presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday crossed the 50
per cent mark after the third
round of counting to emerge
victorious in the poll over
her rival Yashwant Sinha.

An official announcement
on her win is expected after
all votes are counted but she
has already got 5,77,777
votes, which is more than
the halfway mark of the
total valid votes cast in the
election on July 18.

Returning Officer P C
Mody announced that
Murmu has already re-
ceived over 53 per cent of the
total valid votes. Ballots
from 10 states and Union ter-
ritories are being still count-
ed. In every round of count-
ing so far, she has received
more than two-third votes.
Sources said 17 MPs from op-
position parties have cross-
voted in her support.
Murmu is inching towards
victory and is set to cross the
50 percent-mark soon, as her
vote value now reached
4,83,299, while her rival
Yashwant Sinha's vote value
reached 1,89,876.

While Murmu received
votes of 809 MLAs out of a
total of 1,138 MLAs in 10

states, with a vote count of
1,05,299, Sinha got votes of

329 MLAs with vote count of
44,276, in the second round.
Among the states where
votes were counted include
Andhra Pradesh, where
Murmu received almost all
the votes, besides Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisharh, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Jharkhand. After the
first round of counting,

when votes of all members
of both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha were counted,
Murmu was leading with
540 of the 748 votes polled.

With each MP having a
vote value of 700 in this pres-
idential election, Murmu
had a total vote value of
5,23,600 which is 72.19 per
cent of the total valid vote
count of MPs polled.

Raipur, Jul 21: 

Five days after senior
minister T S Singh Deo quit
the Panchayat and Rural
Development portfolio, its
charge was given to his cab-
inet colleague Ravindra
Choubey on Thursday.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made the announce-
ment in the state Assembly.
Choubey already holds the
charge of Parliamentary
Affairs, Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Biodiversity,
Animal Husbandry
Development, Fisheries
and Water Resources de-

partments. Singh Deo,
locked in a turf war with
Baghel, relinquished the
Panchayat department last
week. He remains the min-
ister for Health and Family
Welfare, Medical
Education, Twenty Point
Implementation and
Commercial Tax (GST).

In his resignation letter,
Singh Deo had said he was
unable to fulfil the targets
of the department as per
the vision of the Jan
Ghoshna Patra (poll mani-
festo) given the "current
scenario". Despite his re-
peated requests, funds were
not sanctioned under the
PM Awas Yojna, as a result
of which houses could not
be constructed for eight
lakh people in the state, he
had claimed.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
questioned Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi in a money
laundering case related to
the National Herald newspa-
per. The day was a show of
strength for the party with
street protests and leaders
courting arrest across the
country.

The questioning of the 75-
year-old, who is recovering
from Covid, lasted for about
two hours and the session
ended on her request, offi-
cials said. However,
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the ED told
Sonia Gandhi that they had
no further questions and she
could leave. Sonia Gandhi in
turn said she would be will-
ing to respond to any other
questions they might have

and was ready to stay on till 8
pm or 9 pm if necessary,
Ramesh posted on Twitter.
She also said she was a Covid
patient and needed to take
her medicines so she should
be informed about what time
she should appear next.

According to Ramesh, the
ED said it had nothing to ask
of her either Thursday or
Friday. After which Sonia
Gandhi said she was willing
to appear on Monday,
Ramesh added.

She is likely to be called

again for another round of
questioning, ED sources
said. The session was con-
ducted keeping in mind
Covid protocol with every-
one participating equipped
with a Covid negative certifi-
cate. Sonia Gandhi was ques-
tioned by the same assistant
director-level investigation
officer who interrogated her
son Rahul Gandhi in the case
-- related to alleged financial
irregularities in the
Congress-promoted Young
Indian Private Limited,
which owns National
Herald. A woman officer was
part of the questioning team

The summons to the
Congress president took po-
litical centrestage in
Parliament, where opposi-
tion leaders raised the issue,
and on the streets with party
workers staging massive
protests.

Kollam (Ker), Jul 21 (PTI): 

A court in Kerala has directed
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to appear in person or
through a lawyer, before it on
August 3 in a plea filed by a
party member challenging his
suspension from the national
party.
The Munsiff Court in Kollam
district on July 20 issued the
urgent notice for appearance
to the Congress chief as well
as Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) president
K Sudhakaran and District
Congress Committee chief P
Rajendra Prasad, according a
lawyer associated with the

case.
The direction came on an
application filed in a suit by
Congress member Pridhwyraj
P, who was suspended from
the party in 2019, seeking
directions to quash the sus-
pension order on the ground
that it was in violation of the
party's rules and by-laws.
The court on July 20 also
issued summons to Sonia
Gandhi, Sudhakaran and
Prasad to appear before it on
August 30 in the main suit.
In his interim application, filed
through advocate Boris Paul,
Pridhwyraj has said that no
KPCC member be selected
from the Kundra Block
Congress Committee of
Kollam district, where he was
a general secretary before his
suspension, till his suit is final-
ly decreed.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

In a significant order, the
Supreme Court Thursday
expanded the scope of the
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act to include
"unmarried woman" and al-
lowed a woman to abort her
24-weeks pregnancy arising
out of a consensual rela-
tionship.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant,
and AS Bopanna directed
the AIIMS director to set up

a medical board of two doc-
tors to examine the woman
by Friday under the provi-
sions of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP) Act

It asked the board to de-
termine whether the preg-
nancy if terminated could
risk the life of the woman
or not. "We request the
AIIMS director to consti-
tute a medical board in
terms of provisions of sec-
tion 3(2)(d) MTP Act by to-
morrow (Friday). In the
event the medical board
concludes that the foetus
can be aborted without any
danger to the life of the pe-
titioner (woman), the

AIIMS shall carry out the
abortion in terms of the pe-
tition...", the bench said.

The top court sought the
report of the medical board
within one week of the pro-
cedure and said that the
order of the Delhi High
Court stands modified to
the above extent.

The bench said that pro-
visions of the MTP Act
amended in 2021 include
the word "partner" instead
of "husband" in the expla-
nation to section 3, which
shows the intent of
Parliament that it was not
to confine the situations
arising only out of matri-
monial relationships.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Citizens are dying due to
hunger despite our develop-
ment, the Supreme Court
said Thursday while asking
the state governments to
work out modalities to en-
sure that maximum mi-
grant workers are given ra-
tions.

A bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
was hearing a case in which
the top court in May 2020
had taken cognisance of the
problems and miseries of

migrant labourers. "The
Food and civil services de-
partment in each state must
have a target of how many
ration cards they are going
to register. This has to be
worked locally as each state
will have its own criteria.
There must be a fixed criteri-
on. "Ultimately, the aim is

that no citizen should die of
hunger in India.
Unfortunately, this (starva-
tion deaths) is happening de-
spite our development, citi-
zens are dying of hunger
and lack of food. In villages,
they tie their stomach tight-
ly so that they do not feel
hungry. I know it. They tie
their stomachs with a sari or
some other cloth and drink
water and sleep. Children
and elders do it because they
cannot afford food," Justice
B V Nagarathna orally ob-
served.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said that it will
await the Varanasi district
judge's decision on the
Gyanvapi mosque commit-
tee's application raising
objections to the maintain-
ability of the civil suit
filed by Hindu devotees.

The top court also re-
fused to entertain two writ
petitions that sought its
permission to worship the
Shivling', which is claimed
to be found in the

Gyanvapi mosque premis-
es during a court-ordered
survey and carbon dating
of the Shivling' to ascer-
tain its age.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and PS Narasimha
said that it is posting for
October 20 hearing on the
appeal of the Gyanvapi
mosque committee's plea
against the Allahabad
High Court order uphold-
ing the appointment of a
court commissioner to
survey the site.

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet against Gujarat cadre IAS
officer K Rajesh for alleged
bribery in issuing arms licences
to ineligible people and other
graft charges, officials said
Thursday.
The agency has also named in
the charge sheet Rafiq Memon,
owner of a private firm who
was an alleged accomplice of
Rajesh, a former collector of
Surendranagar district in
Gujarat. "It was found during

investigation that the alleged
bribe money of Rs. 98,000 was
deposited in the account of
Proprietor (Memon) on the
directions of said public ser-
vant. The said amount was the
part of bribe amount, which
was demanded by the public
servant (Rajesh)," the CBI said
in a statement. The officials
said Memon had prepared four
fake invoices in the name of a
private person claiming to have
sold dress material, whereas
the said four invoices were in
the name of other person and
"SIR". The invoices submitted
by Memon to the CBI were
allegedly forged on his comput-
er to shield Rajesh, they said.

UP minister meets
Yogi; says will

continue on post
Lucknow, Jul 21 (PTI): 

Uttar Pradesh Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Dinesh Khatik on
Thursday met CM Yogi
Adityanath, saying he put up his
all issues before him and will
continue on his post.
The meeting came after a letter
of Khatik to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah offering to
quit surfaced on social media.
The minister in the letter alleged
that he is being ignored by offi-
cials as he is Dalit and alleged
corruption in his department.
Khatik met Adityanath at 5
Kalidas Marg, the CM's official
residence here.
"Whatever my issues were, I
have put them before the CM.
Action will be taken," Khatik told
reporters after coming out from
the CM's residence.
"The government is running
under the leadership of the CM,
who has a zero-tolerance policy
(towards corruption) and he will
continue to work. I will also con-
tinue working," Khatik said.

Corbevax as
booster for adults 

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation's Covid
working group has re-
viewed the data of
Biological E's Corbevax to
allow it as booster for
those aged 18 and above
fully vaccinated with
Covishield or Covaxin, of-
ficial sources said
Thursday. No recommen-
dation has yet been made
in this matter by the
NTAGI panel in its meet-
ing on Wednesday. The
Drugs Controller General
of India (DCGI) on June 4
approved Corbevax as a
precaution dose for those
aged 18 and above.

Ravindra Choubey given
Panchayat and Rural

development portfolio

̈ Five days after 
senior minister Singh
Deo quit ministry

MORE TROUBLE FOR SONIA

Kerala court directs Sonia
to appear on Aug 3

̈ In suit by Cong
member against
suspension

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED grills Sonia Gandhi for two hrs, summons her again

Congress Chief Sonia Gandhi with party General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra leaves after appearing before the
Enforcement Directorate for questioning in connection with the
National Herald case, in New Delhi, Thursday.

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Lord Shiva devotees or Kanwariyas gather to collect holy water from the Ganga river for
Kanwar Yatra pilgrimage during the holy month of Shrawan, in Haridwar, Thursday.

President-elect Droupadi
Murmu. The arc of triumph
forged through personal
tragedy is complete for the
unassuming politician who
started public life as a coun-
cillor in Odisha and will be
written into history as India's
first tribal president and the
second woman in the post.
On Thursday, the former
Jharkhand governor and the
BJP-led NDA's presidential
candidate, who found many
other backers along her cam-
paign trail, won an easy vic-
tory over the opposition's
pick Yashwant Sinha.
At 64, the woman who will be
India's 15th president, taking
over from Ram Nath Kovind,
will also be the youngest and
India's first president to be
born after Independence.
She will be sworn in on July
25. The low-profile politician
is believed to be deeply spiri-
tual and a keen practitioner
of the meditation techniques
of the Brahma Kumaris, a
movement she embraced
after she lost her husband,
two sons, mother and broth-
er in the just six years
between 2009-2015.

Murmu: Once a 
councillor and now

India’s prez-elect

Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha con-
cedes defeat, congratu-
lates Droupadi Murmu
on her victory in presi-
dential poll.

Sinha concedes defeat

SIGNIFICANT ORDER

SC allows woman to abort 24-weeks fetus
̈ Expands MTP Act to

include 
‘unmarried woman’

APEX COURT NOTED

Citizens dying due to hunger
despite our development: SC

CBI files charge sheet against
Guj cadre IAS officer

̈ For ‘bribery’ in issuing
arms licences

Gyanvapi Case

SC to wait for Varanasi
judge’s order

People belonging to tribal community dance after victory of Droupadi Murmu, who is India's first
President from the tribal community, in Dhanbad Thursday, (inset) Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with President-elect Droupadi Murmu.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2211::  The first match
played at the newly constructed
stadium in Kumhari became a
historical event for the citizens
of Kumhari on Wednesday. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel was
the batsman in the first cricket
match and the ball was in the
hands of Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya. The
umpire declared the first deliv-
ery of the bowler Dr Shiv
Dahariya as a wide ball. 

The entire stadium reverber-
ated with applause when the
Chief Minister hit a boundary on
the second ball. The construc-
tion of Kumhari Stadium has
been done at a cost of Rs 4.5
crore. The Chief Minister praised
the construction work of the sta-
dium and said that such sports
infrastructure would boost the
morale of the players and would

help in nurturing the
sports talent in
Kumhari.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister inaugu-
rated construction
works and performed
bhoomipujan for proj-
ects worth Rs 42 crores.
These works include in-
auguration of projects
worth Rs 10 crores and
bhoomipujan of proj-
ects worth Rs 31 crores.
The Chief Minister also
announced to name the
stadium after the Late
Mini Mata on the pro-
posal of the citizens of
Kumhari. 

On the occasion, the Chief
Minister said that continuous de-
velopment works are being done
in Kumhari Municipal Council.
The grand stadium and munici-
pal building have been inaugu-

rated here. Both the construc-
tion work has been done very
well.  Rapid development work is
going on in Kumhari in terms of
civic infrastructure.
Construction works worth Rs

100 crores have been done in the
last 3 years and work is in
progress on some other projects.
The Chief Minister said that
from the beautification of ponds
to establishment of Swami
Atmanand School or a college
for higher education, the govern-
ment is working towards the all-
round development of Kumhari.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya said
that under the guidance of the
Chief Minister, construction
works are being done at a rapid
pace and civic amenities are
being developed in Kumhari.
Municipality President
Rajeshwar Sonkar expressed his
gratitude towards the Chief
Minister. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev Kavre,
IG Badri Narayan Meena,
Collector Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: A delega-
tion of Prerna Teachers
Association of Shri
Shankaracharya College,
Junwani, submitted a
memorandum to Neeraj
Pal, Mayor, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation, in
the presence of BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, MiC member
Lakshmipathy Raju, BMC
Speaker Girwar Bunty
Sahu and Congress leader
Sumit Pawar.

The terror of stray ani-
mals (cows, buffaloes,
dogs, etc) is continuously
increasing in the streets,
localities, traffic squares,
colonies, etc due to which

residents, passersby and
students studying in vari-
ous educational institu-
tions of the area are fac-
ing problems. Accidents
are taking place every day.

The terror of stray dogs
has increased so much
that the incidents of dogs
biting the school children
on their way to school are
happening every next day.

Stray cattle are exploit-

ed by the owners for the
purpose of earning
money and after fulfilling
the objective, they are left
for straying and roaming
on streets and roads.

A call was made by the
members to resolve this
problem by taking strict
action against them so
that the common citizens
can get rid of the prob-
lems. The Mayor was re-

quested to arrange a dog
house to avoid the terror
of stray dogs. Neeraj Pal,
Mayor, Municipal
Corporation, Bhilai as-
sured to resolve the said
problems expeditiously.

The delegation of
Prerna Teachers'
Association included
President Dr J Durga
Prasad Rao, Vice
Principal Dr Archana Jha,
Joint Secretary Dr Rahul
Mene, Treasurer Dr
Krishna Jibon Mandal,
Senior Professors
Sandeep Jashwant, Dr
Virendra Kumar Singh,
Preeti Srivastava, Dr
Vandana Singh, Dr
Gayatri Jai Mishra and
others.
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Bhilai, Jul 21: After inau-
gurating the Municipal
Council building of
Kumari, the Chief Minister
praised the construction
work and said that he has
seen such a building for the
first time in Chhattisgarh.
The Chief Minister praised
the entire new building and
specially the assembly hall.
He said in Chhattisgarhi
that the hall has been con-
structed in the Vidhan
Sabha style.

The Chief Minister said
that he has not seen such a
Palika Bhavan in
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister interacted with
the councilors. The
Councilors informed the
Chief Minister that as per
his announcements for the

development of Kumhari,
significant works have
been done in the area of in-
frastructure and civic
amenities. The councilors
expressed pleasure in the
development of their civic
body.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister oversaw the
entire building. Officials
said that the building (G+2)
has been constructed. The
first floor will have the

meeting hall and the sec-
ond floor will have the
branches of the depart-
ments. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the cost of
this building is Rs 3 crore
54 lakh.

The Chief Minister also
distributed cheques for the
income earned by the
group from Bari under
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Along with this, he also
gave e-rickshaws for door

to door garbage collection
Swachhata Grahi Didis.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shiv Dahariya,
Municipality President
Rajeshwar Sonkar and
other public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, IG Badrinarayan
Meena, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallav and

other officers were also
present.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister also distrib-
uted electric chaak to pot-
ters. The potters displayed
the process of making pots
on electric chaak. The
Chief Minister said that
through technology, the
potters will get more oppor-
tunities to hone their skills
and they will be able to do
more work in less time.

Spirited Merchant Mill team 
creates new records in production
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Bhilai, Jul 21: The spirit-
ed team of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Merchant
Mill that created new day
record as well as shift
records in production of
Angle 50x50x6 on 20th July
2022 has on the very next
day broken the shift
record. The Mill that rolls
out TMT Bars and light
structurals including
channels and angles is
presently operating with
two reheating furnaces to
roll out Angle 50x50x6.

The A shift brigade led
by Arun Sharma, Sr
Manager (Operations) and
Jacob Thomas, Asst
Manager on both 20th and
21st July 22 set a new shift
record of rolling 1750
pieces of Angle 50x50x6
with total tonnage of 586
Tonnes in A shift of 20th
July 22 beating the previ-
ous record of 1702 pieces

rolled with tonnage at 577
Tonnes on 29th January
22.

A new day record of
1631.4 Tonnes was also set
by Merchant Mill 20th
July 22 beating the previ-
ous record of 1628.9
Tonnes on 11th Sept 2021.
On 21st July 22, the A shift
brigade smashed the shift

record set a day earlier by
rolling out 1790 pieces of
Angle 50x50x6 with total
tonnage 600 Tonnes.
According to Arun
Sharma, Sr Manager
(Operations) and Jacob
Thomas, Asst Manager,
the Merchant Mill team is
all charged up to break its
own records of produc-

tion. The new records cre-
ated by A shift brigade on
both days is a result of
proper coordination
among different sections
from Furnace to
Finishing area of the mill
and combined efforts by
one and all in the brigade
carried out under the su-
pervision of shop leader-
ship.

While we have been in
continuous touch with the
furnaces team, both
Mechanical and Electrical
sections supported us in
our endeavour to break
records, they said. We had
planned all jobs meticu-
lously as a result of which
the jobs were swiftly exe-
cuted, they said.
Everything else fell in
place. The planned job of
pass change carried out
today on 21st July, for ex-
ample, was carried out in
minimum time of fifteen
minutes.

Need to unite the society for 
progress and development: CM
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Bhilai, Jul 21: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the commu-
nity building of
Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj,
built at a cost of Rs 38
lakhs, in ward number 3
of Kumhari. While defin-
ing the society, CM said
that society is not a group
of individuals but a sys-
tem of mutual relations
found among individuals.

Agriculture is the main
occupation of the people
of Kurmi Samaj but the
members are also work-
ing in the fields of educa-
tion and health. To walk
on the path of develop-
ment, it is necessary for
the people of the society
to be united and Kurmi
Samaj knows this very
well.

The government is pro-
viding equal opportuni-
ties to all for each Samaj
to progress towards devel-

opment. For community
and cultural buildings,
the government is allot-
ting land at concessional
rates so that people of all
Samajs come forward for
the benefit and upliftment
of their community.

Apart from social work
in these community build-
ings, the people of the
Samaj will also get other
benefits. He interacted
with the people of the
Samaj and congratulated
them for maintaining so-

cial unity and integrity.
Urban Administration

and Development
Minister Dr Shiv Kumar
Dahariya, OSD Manish
Banchore, Yogita Verma,
Meena Verma,
Bhuneshwari Baghel,
Nandani Verma, Dhanesh
Patel, Om Narayan
Verma, Narayan Verma,
Vijay Verma, Dayalu Ram
Verma, Manoj Verma and
other members and office
bearers of Kurmi Samaj
were present.

Work on priority to solve the basic problems of the people: Kavre
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: The first
priority of the administra-
tion is to solve the basic
problems of the people.
People shall not have to
visit the offices but the
government staff should
reach them and effective
action should be taken to
solve the problems, said
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre while giv-
ing instructions to the
Collectors of Durg divi-
sion.

Kavre said that there are
clear instructions of the
Chief Minister that people
must get useful facilities
in less time in the revenue
cases. For this purpose,
camps should be organ-
ized regularly in rural
areas. The cases of more
than two years should be
disposed of by conducting
hearings every day. The

reasons for the delay in the
cases should also be men-
tioned so that action can
be taken against the con-
cerned in case of negli-
gence.

Ensure compliance of
the orders of the Revenue
Court within the stipulat-
ed time frame. The
Divisional Commissioner
also asked to resolve the is-
sues of Public Service
Guarantee on time. He
said that maximum field
visits should be done to lis-
ten to the problems of the
people.

Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena,
Rajnandgaon Collector
Doman Singh, Kawardha
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe, Balod Collector
Gaurav Singh, Bemetara
Collector Jitendra Shukla,
OSD Mohla Manpur S
Jaivardhan, Khairagarh
OSD Jagdish Sonkar were

present in the meet-
ing.

D e p u t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Development Ajay
Mishra and Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
R e v e n u e
Avadharam Tandon
were also present in
the meeting. Along
with this, District
Panchayat Durg
CEO Ashwini
D e v a n g a n ,
Rajnandgaon CEO
Gajendra Thakur,
Kawardha CEO Sandeep
Agarwal, Balod CEO Dr
Renuka Srivastava,
Bemetra CEO Leena
Kamlesh Mandavi were
present.

Divisional commission-
er asked about the status
of manure. He said that in
case of shortage of DAP,
farmers should be made
aware about the use of its

alternative fertilizer. He
said that the Agriculture
Officer and his staff
should constantly meet the
farmers at the time of cul-
tivation and update them
with the information com-
ing from the government.

Along with this, the
farmers who have prob-
lems related to crop insur-
ance should be resolved on
priority. He inquired about

the action taken to moti-
vate the farmers to take
other crops instead of
paddy. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
the work of Girdawari is
very important. While
doing this task, the offi-
cials must take special
care and action should be
taken as per the guide-
lines.

The Divisional

Commissioner ex-
pressed strong dis-
pleasure over the
slow progress of
promoting other
crops instead of
paddy. The Collector
and Joint Director
Agriculture were in-
structed to prepare a
special action plan.
Kavre issued in-
structions to make
preparations for im-
mediate purchase of
tuar, urad, moong in

minimum support price for
Kharif 2022-23.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that lo-
cally produced materials
are being made available
in C-Mart. Innovative ma-
terials are being produced
in the districts of Durg di-
vision and usually they
are being sold there only. It
would be better if it is
made available in all the

districts. For example, tea
from Jashpur has become
quite popular. If it is made
available in C-Mart also, it
can get better customer re-
sponse.

The Divisional
Commissioner asked to
focus on flagship schemes.
He gave instructions for ef-
fective implementation of
the Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Along with this, he in-
structed to do effective
work in the direction of
availability of infrastruc-
ture and manpower in
Swami Atmanand schools.

He said that there
should not be any problem
in the buildings of
Anganwadi and schools.
Keep working on the pre-
cautionary dose of
Corona. He said that when-
ever the officers of the di-
visional level visit the dis-
trict, they must meet the
Collector so that the imple-

mentation of the schemes
can be done in a better
way.

Collectors and SDMs
were also instructed to in-
spect the police stations in
their areas and review the
law and order situation
and also to take action
against chit fund compa-
nies. The Divisional
Commissioner, while ap-
preciating the Jan
Chaupal being organized
for general public in
Balod district, directed
other districts to take ini-
tiative of Janchaupal on
similar lines.

Kavre directed the
Collectors to check the
records of Patwaris.
Special campaign should
be launched in schools to
issue caste certificates and
instructions were given to
start special classes in the
morning for the students
of class X and XII.
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CM appreciates new building of
Kumhari Municipal Council

Lamp Lighting & Graduation 
Ceremony held at Bethany College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 21: The Lamp
Lighting and Graduation
Ceremony were organized
by Bethany College of
Nursing in St Alphonsa
Hostel the other day.
Durgawati Kunjam,
Nursing Registrar
Chhattisgarh Nursing
Council, Raipur was the
chief guest.

Very Rev Dr Fr Mathew
Jacob Thiruvalil OIC,
Provincial Superior of
Bethany  Navajeevan
Province, Trivandrum,
Rev Fr John Elias OIC,
Director, Rev Fr Githin
George OIC, Bursar, Prof
Dr Beny Susan Chacko
Principal of Bethany
College of Nursing Durg
(C.G) were the dignitaries
present on the occasion of
Lamp Lighting &

Graduation Ceremony.
The dignitaries ad-

dressed the students by
boosting the morale of the
students & gave high sta-
tus to the Nursing profes-
sion by being ready for
caring for the society. They
also wished the students

for a bright future. The ac-
ademic excellence stu-
dents were awarded by the
dignitaries. The ceremo-
ny was concluded by cul-
tural programmers fol-
lowed by a vote of thanks
which was proposed by
Rev Fr Githin George OIC.

Teachers’ Association raises 
problems of stray animals

Chief Minister inaugurates stadium at Kumhari
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Bank of Baroda organised 115th
Foundation Day celebrations 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21: On the
occasion of 115th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Bank of Baroda
organised various pro-
grams on July 20th.
Earlier in the morning
the morality pledge was

taken by all the staff
members. Thereafter,
plantation was organised
in the premises of
RSETI, Bank of Baroda,
Raipur, in the presence of
Mr. Anmay Mishra,
Network Deputy General
Manager, Chhattisgarh,
Mr. Ranjit Kumar

Mandal, Deputy General
Manager, ZAID, Kolkata
and Mr. Amit Banerjee,
Regional Head, Raipur
Region. As part of CSR
activities, water coolers
and shoes were donated
by the executives at
Balashram, Kutcheri, as
well as wheel chairs at
AIIMS Hospital. Various
CSR activities were also
organised on a large
scale in the branches of
the region. In the cultur-
al program organised in
the evening, network
Deputy General
Manager, team of
Chhattisgarh office,
team of Regional Office
Raipur, Mr. Abhishek
Bharti, Deputy Regional
Manager, Raipur, staff
members of branches of
the region, retired staff
of the bank and their
families were present in
large numbers.

Congmen stage massive protest
outside ED’s office

Raipur, Jul 21: Congmen
staged massive protest out-
side ED’s office here in
Raipiur on Thursday
against the summons is-
sued to AICC President
Sonia Gandhi by ED in
Delhi. More than 25000
Congmen including CM
Bhupesh Baghel, PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, all cabinet
Ministers and party office
bearers were present to reg-
ister protest.

CM Bhupesh Baghel in
his address said that when
late Rajiv Gandhi was serv-
ing as PM, BJP was in the
opposition and Atal Behari
Vajpayee became ill and
could not be treated in
India. It was ex-PM Rajiv
Gandhi who sent him for
treatment to America by
sending a delegation there.

These days Sonia Gandhi,
wife of ex-PM Rajiv Gandhi
is not keeping well and ED
could have got the written
statement from her at such
an old age. But she is being
troubled by calling her to
ED’s office. Baghel charged
that irrespective of those in
the governance or in the
Opposition, they should al-
ways respect those in
Opposition which has al-
ways being done by
Congress. Baghel said that
wife of former PM had not
only formed the govern-
ment at the Centre once, but
twice serving as its
President and during which
she could have served as

PM, but rejected it twice.
Questioning about the

reasons behind which she
has been called to ED’s of-
fice, Baghel said it is the
National Herald case which
was the premiums paper
during country’s independ-
ence struggle and it was es-
tablished by former PM Pt.
Jawahar Lal Nehru,
Saradar Vallabh Bhai Patel
and others. It was to settle
the salary of the staff and
employees, they donated Rs
90 lakhs in ten years from
2001 to 2011 and 100 install-
ments and it was not given
in cash, but in cheque to the
employees who worked day
& night in the Company.
Baghel said that central
agencies like CBI, ED, IT
and others have been
formed to put a check on
crimes and not to suppress
the Opposition. Today all
Congmen have gathered
outside ED’s office to bring
out in open that they should
take action in places where
money laundering has

taken place. All actions
against Sonia Gandhi on
National Herald case were
closed down in 2015 and
there was no money laun-
dering in this and so why
the need for ED to investi-
gate now? Baghel charged
that similarly Rahul
Gandhi was harrased for
five days by ED calling him
to their office and they are
not even having 55 ques-
tions and the inquiry went
on for 5 days for 12 hour
eacy. Baghel charged that
the BJP leaders and
Ministers give wrong state-
ments and if they know
how the Rs 2000 cr scam
took place, they should
bring facts and figures.

CM Baghel questioned
the ED authorities that
when the name of ex-CM
Raman Singh’s son-
Abhishekh Singh’s name
came into Panama Paper
scam and its complaint was
lodged and on top of it both
Raman Singh and
Abhishekh looted the hard

earned cash worth Rs 6000
cr through fake Chit Fund
Companies and here money
laundering has taken place
and questioned as to why
ED does not take any action
against them?  If at all ED
officials have guts, they
should raid and hold talks
with former CM, his wife
and son as well. Where ever
the BJP government is not
in power, there raids of cen-
tral agecies is taking place
and not in BJP-ruled states,
he alleged. PCC Chief
Mohan Markam charged
that it is the AICC President
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi who are there to
raise voice against the fail-
ures of last 8 years of BJP-
led government at the
Centre and against price
hike, unemployment and
other common men’s prob-
lems and questioned as to
why BJP is having trouble
from it. It was in 2015 ED
has closed down National
Herald case and it is by re-
opening it the leaders of the
party are being harassed.
PCC Chief charged that
Modi government is utter
failure on all fronts as they
failed to provide employ-
ment to number of youths
they promised in last 8
years and inflation is also at
its peak  and instead of solv-
ing these issues, Modi gov-
ernment is busy in target-
ting Congress leaders and
wants to divide the nation.

Woman and young kid arrested
with stolen gold chain
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Raipur, Jul 21: The ac-
cused woman and child
involved in snatching
away the gold chain from
a young girl’s neck from
weekly market in Urla
was nabbed along with
the stolen chain by Urla
Police here on Thursday.

As per the incident,
one SK Kaivarth along
with his young daughter
went to ‘Budhwari Bazar’
to purchase some vegeta-
bles on July 20 at around
6:00 pm. The girl was
wearing a gold chain
with locket in her neck
and it was stolen by some
unknown person. It was
based upon complaint a

case under section 356
and 379 was filed against
unknown.

It was on getting suffi-
cient information about
the incident, the Urla
Police gheraoed
Budhwari Bazar and as
per tip from an informer
called the accused riding
in green Activa bearing
no. CG 04 KR 4370 to
thana. On interrogation
she accepted to have cut
the gold chain from girl’s
neck and the gold chain
worth Rs 5000 along with
the Activa vehicle worth
Rs 70000 was seized from
the accused.

The accused informed
that she generally used to
target people in crowd
along with her son and
used to run away after
succeeding in it. The po-
lice is interrogating her
about the other thefts
and snatching incidents
she is involved.

One nabbed with 25 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2.50 lakh

Raipur, Jul 21: An accused
has been nabbed with 25 kg
‘Ganja’ from his possession.
As per tip from an informer
that a person is searching
for customer to sell ‘Ganja’
near Vyas Talab, Birgaon-
Khamtari area in a black-
trolley bag.

It was based upon infor-
mation, Birgaon-Khamtarai
police raided the site and
nabbed  person as per the de-
scription near Vyas Talab.

He disclosed his name as
Bhima Nike and when the
black trolley bag and ‘pitu’
was checked, they found
‘ganja’ sealed in 7 packets. A
case under section 30 (B) of
NDPS Act was filed against
the accused and 25 kg of
‘ganja’ worth Rs 2.50 lakh
was seized from his posses-
sion. He was sent to judicial
remand. The accused is R/o
Vijayguda, District
Navrangpur (Odisha).

Trader magically
gets back cash of

Rs 15 lakh!
CCaasshh  lloosstt  ffrroomm  ccaarr’’ss  bbaacckk  

sseeaatt  ffoouunndd  iinn  ddiicckkeeyy
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2211::  A trader in
Pandri Cloth market narrowly
escaped a looting incident
here on Thursday. The trader
Sanjay Motwani left the cash
of Rs 15 lakh in his car and
went inside the shop. But
when he returned he did not
found the cash in the car and
he immediately informed it to
the Devendra Nagar police.

The senior officers of the
Police came to the site and
this created sensation among
nearby cloth traders and
businessmen. When the
police checked the CCTV
footage, they found two
youth entering inside the car
and after some time the  cash
of Rs 15 lakh was found in the
dickey of the car and it
brought sigh of relief to the
trader. The case is that of
Devendra Nagar Police sta-
tion. Meanwhile the Police is
investigating into the matter
as to who two youths were.

Uproar over spurious liquor
and quality being sold
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Raipur, Jul 21: During
the question-hour session
in the House on Thursday,
BJP MLA Narayan
Chandel raised the issue of
sale of spurious liquor
from government shops.
He said that a delegation
of drunkards had met him
and questioned him about
the quality of liquor being
sold. Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said that action
had been taken on a com-
plaint received in Janjgir-
Champa. The sub-inspec-
tor of the Excise
Department has been sus-

pended, he informed. He
said that as per more com-
plaints from Raigarh, the
placement agency had
been removed and an in-
spector level officer had
been suspended while
Excise Officer had been
given a show cause notice.

MLA Ajay Chandrakar
asked about the system to
investigate the complaint
of adulteration in liquor
the level of officer to be in-
vestigating the matter. On
this Mohammad Akbar
replied in place of Excise
Minister saying that the
department has a labora-
tory for investigation and
test is also done on the
spot with the use of hy-
drometer.

To a question by
Dharamjit Singh, MLA of
Janata Congress

Chhattisgarh, Mohammad
Akbar said that
Chhattisgarh State
Marketing Corporation
had been appointed as a
consultant for Jharkhand
on the orders of the cabi-
net. Dharamjit Singh
asked whether the
Jharkhand government
had made a demand for
this or the Chhattisgarh
government had proposed
on its own behalf.

In response, it was told,
Jharkhand government of-
ficials had come here to
see the arrangements.
After that the demand
came from the Jharkhand
government. It was ap-
proved after consideration
in the cabinet. After that
the Excise Department
has appointed the officers
as consultants.

Jamwal of RSS appointed Ch’garh Regional
Organizational General Secretary
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Raipur, Jul 21: Giving
imputes to strengthen
the Organization ahead
of the Legislative
Assembly polls sched-
uled next year, the cen-
tral leadership on
Thursday appointed
Ajay Jamwal from
Assam as the Regional
Organization General
Secretary of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

A Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS) campaigner from
Assam, Ajay Jamwal
had been brought to po-
litical wing in the year
2019, has now entrusted
with the responsibility
to strengthen the BJP
in Chhattisgarh as well

as neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh as
R e g i o n a l
Organizational General
Secretary. He would be
managing the party af-
fairs from Raipur and
would be main
Organizational leader
above the current
Chhattisgarh BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Pawan Sai.
Party sources said that
Jamwal has been en-
trusted responsibility
in view of the
Legislative Assembly
polls. With just 14 mem-
bers in the 90-member
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly,
the BJP had been strug-
gling hard to pose a
challenge to the ruling
Congress for the last
few years after being

thrown out of power.
Jamwal would be

monitoring the party
activities form Raipur
as part of the exercise
to bring about drastic
changes in the
Organization. He would
be second
Organizational General
Secretary after Soudan
Singh to be entrusted
with the responsibility
of Chhattisgarh from
other state.
Chhattisgarh BJP lead-
ers including the senior
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
through their micro-
blogging accounts, have
congratulated Jamwal
for his new assignment
as in-charge of BJP
Organization in
Chhattisgarh.

Assembly to debate on no-confidence
motion against Govt on July 27

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
would take up discus-
sion on no-confidence
motion of opposition
against the ruling
Congress government.
Giving consent for the
discussion on the pro-
posal, the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Thursday
fixed July 27 as the date
to take up the debate.

It is notable that the 14
members of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had submitted a

proposal to Assembly
Secretariat on no-confi-
dence motion against
the state government on
key grounds.
Subsequently, the re-
gional outfit,
Chhattisgarh Janta
Congress (J) had ex-
tended support to the
proposal against the

state government.
Through the no-confi-

dence debate, the BJP
would target the ruling
Congress on key issues
despite certainty of los-
ing the outcome as it
has just 14-member in
the 90-member
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly.

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment has presented
the first supplementary
budget of this year, the
discussion on which
would be held on
Friday. Earlier, the op-
position created ruckus
in the House over resig-
nation of Health
Minister TS Singhdeo
besides grilling the gov-
ernment for not com-
pleting the work of
Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana.
During the Zero Hour,

the opposition brought
an adjournment mo-
tion regarding the fer-
tilizer-seed crisis and
farmers’ problems. A
statement came from
the government, but the
opposition continued to
create ruckus on the de-
mand for a discussion
by stopping the work.

Later the proceedings
of the House were ad-
journed till the lunch
break. Several issues
were raised through
call attention notices
after the lunch break.

It is notable that the
July 27 is the last day of
functioning of the
Monsoon Session of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly.

Uproar on Singhdeo’s for
2nd day in State Assembly
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Raipur, Jul 21: The up-
roar over the resignation
of minister TS Singhdeo
continued on the second
day of the monsoon ses-
sion of the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday. The opposition
grilled Bhupesh Baghel
government on absence of
Minister TS Singhdeo in
the House and the reply by
Minister Mohammad
Akbar to a question relat-
ed to his department.

As soon as the question
hour started, BJP MLA
Ajay Chandrakar said
that it the question per-
tained to Panchayat de-

partment. Has Panchayat
minister resigned? he
asked. Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant said,
the minister was not
present in the house and
he authorized someone
else. On this BJP MLAs
created din in the house.

BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar sought to
know how a person re-
signing, can authorize.
On this, the Speaker
Mahant said that his res-
ignation had not been ac-
cepted yet. Ravindra
Choubey said that the
minister had not even
used the word resigna-
tion in his letter. On this,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Koushik said
that this matter should be
settled and answer
should come from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
present in the House.

BJP stages walkout from Assembly 
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Raipur, Jul 21: Members
of the opposition BJP on
Thursday accused the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh of “snatch-
ing” houses of the poor to
which they were entitled
and staged a walkout from
the state Assembly.

Even the state panchay-
at and rural department
minister had to quit the
portfolio after being disap-
pointed with the state gov-
ernment’s reluctance in
releasing funds for the im-
plementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), they

claimed referring to T S
Singh Deo.

Raising the issue during
the Question Hour on the
second day of monsoon
session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly,
former chief minister
Raman Singh claimed the
PMAY implementation
was pathetic in the state
where the Baghel govern-
ment was not giving its
part of the share and as a
result, targets allotted by
the Centre were with-
drawn. Singh Deo in his
letter (to CM while giving
up the panchayat depart-
ment) had said funds were
not released under the
scheme, as a result of
which houses could not be
constructed for eight lakh
people, BJP leader Raman
Singh said. The former
CM sought to know how
many houses were sanc-

tioned under the scheme
in 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22
and 2022-23 and how many
of them have been com-
pleted.

State Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, who
was replying in the ab-
sence of Singh Deo, said in
2019-20 and 2020-21 finan-
cial years, 1,51,072 and
1,57,815 houses were sanc-
tioned respectively under
the PMAY-Rural.

Of the target in 2019-20,
72,103 houses were com-
pleted while 78,969 were in-
complete. Of the target in
2020-21, not a single one
was built, he said.

No houses were sanc-
tioned in the next two fi-
nancial years under the
PMAY-Rural, he said.

Similarly, from 2019 to
2022 (three financial
years), 1,01,081 houses
were sanctioned under the

PMAY-Urban, 19,594 hous-
es were completed, 43,304
were under progress/in-
complete, while the work
on 38,183 houses was yet to
be started, Akbar said.

The minister said in
2019-20, the Chhattisgarh
government was seeking
to draw a loan to the tune
of Rs 762 crore and the
Punjab National Bank had
shown interest in sanc-
tioning it, but due to objec-
tions raised by the Reserve
Bank India the state could
not avail it.

He further claimed the
Centre has not been releas-
ing the pending funds of
states and the BJP should
take the initiative for it.

This led to an uproar by
BJP members in the
House. Dissatisfied with
the minister’s reply, the
BJP legislators walked out
of the House.

Over Baghel 
govt’s failure to
implement housing
scheme

BJP MLAs asks if
resignation has
been accepted

Supplementary
budget presented

Minister said action
taken based upon
complaints

Baghel questions
why no ED raid
against former CM
and his son

MLAs, Ministers
and office bearers
in large number
take part in protest
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CONGESTION

The protest rally by the Congmen against the ED office, resulted in traffic jam in the area during the afternoon
hours here on Thursday.

Food Minister performed quality
check of ready-to-eat food

Raipur, Jul 21: Minister
in-charge of Gariaband
district and Food Minister,
Amarjit Bhagat checked
the quality by tasting the
ready-to-eat food during
the departmental review
meeting. Officials includ-
ing Rajim MLA Amitesh
Shukla present in the
meeting also tasted the
ready-to-eat food. Minister
Bhagat said that the gov-
ernment checked the qual-
ity of the packaged food
provided under ready-to-

eat and instructed to main-
tain the quality of ready-
to-eat continuously.
Officials said that ready-
to-eat is being distributed
in 1460 Anganwadi centers
in 47 sectors of the dis-
trict. The ready-to-eat is
being prepared by the
Chhattisgarh State Seed
Corporation. The
Minister-in-Charge in-
structed to get ready-to-eat
distribution done by
women self-help groups in
the centres.

Adivasi Congress protests
outside ED office

Raipur, Jul 21: Adivasi
Congress protested out-
side the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) office on
Thursday over the ques-
tioning of party president
Sonia Gandhi by the
agency in New Delhi.
Alleging “vendetta poli-
tics” of the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre,
Adivasi Congress workers
following the directives of
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam raised slogans
against Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah.

“The ED summoned
Sonia Gandhi in a false
case as part of BJP’s dirty
politics. This is a ploy to
divert the people’s atten-
tion from the problems of
price rise, GST, crisis in
the farming sector, jobless-
ness and steep fall in the
value of rupee,” Adivasi
Congreess District
President Bhavani
Markam said.

CM to felicitate character artists of Chollywood 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 21:
Chhattisgarhi film produc-
tion was started in the pe-
riod of 1965, from then
many films, along with the
actors, character actors
and other actors  made
their excellent contribu-
tions to Chollywood.
Despite doing good work,
the artists did not get due
respect. Now it has been
decided to felicitate about
60-70 such artists. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will felicitate the artists on

July 23rd at Shaheed
Smarak Bhawan.

Under the leadership of
Abelan Sanstha and
Aaradhya Film, which is
working for the advance-
ment of Chhattisgarhi
artists, a felicitation cere-
mony is being organised
with the courtesy of Raj
Property. Ajay Dubey, Raj
Farooq, Alkraj, Hemant
and Dilip Kumar informed

that the artists would be fe-
licitated by chief minister
by presenting gold coin,
shawl, shriphal and cita-
tion. The event was to be
held two years ago, but was
postponed due to the
Corona epidemic.

The relatives of late
Chhattisgarhi artists will
also be honored in the cer-
emony. The organization
had earlier organized a
film festival to create inter-
est in Chhattisgarhi films.
Due to lack of film shoot-
ing during the Corona pe-
riod, many artists started
doing small business, jobs
for their earnings. Efforts
will also be made to bring
back such artists to cine-
ma again.

Environmental protection is necessary to
keep earth and life safe: P.V. Dayanand

Raipur, Jul 21: In
Chhattisgarh, under the
grand tree plantation pro-
gram being run on the ini-
tiative of the state govern-
ment for environmental
protection and clean envi-
ronment, a tree plantation
was done in the office
premises by the Chief
Electoral Officer, P.
Dayanand, in the office of
Chief Electoral Officer on
Wednesday. During this pe-

riod, the plants in pots pre-
pared from cow dung of
Gauthan were planted by
the Chief Electoral Officer.
The Chief Electoral Officer,
while highlighting the im-
portance of the program on
this occasion, said that

today human beings have
started using such things
all over the world to get ma-
terial pleasure, which is
causing serious damage to
the environment. He fur-
ther explained that there is
an interdependent relation-
ship between man and en-
vironment. Life is not pos-
sible without nature.
Therefore, it is necessary
for all of us to encourage
more and more tree planta-
tion for environmental pro-
tection while keeping pace
with nature. Other officers
and employees posted in
the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer were also
present in the program.

Purchase of cow urine in Ch’garh
will begin from July 28

Raipur, Jul 21: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that the purchase of
cow urine along with cow
dung will commence from
28 July on the occasion of
Hareli as an extension of
the Godhan Nyay Scheme.
A rate of Rs. 4 per litre has
been proposed for the pur-
chase of cow urine.

The purchased cow
urine will be utilized for
the manufacture of
Jeevamrit pesticides and
manure. This will promote
the practice of organic
farming in the state and

will also increase the earn-
ings of cattle ranchers.

The Chief Minister on
the occasion of the second
anniversary of the
Godhan Nyay Scheme
transferred an amount of
Rs. 7.48 cr as the 48th in-
stallment to the accounts
of the beneficiaries
through online medium in
his office located in the
Vidhansabha premises. He
expressed his views on
this subject during the
programme.

The Chief Minister,
while addressing the pro-
gramme, said that women
self-help groups (WSHGs)
and co-operative commit-
tees will be given bonuses
for the sale of Vermi-com-
post. Orders have been is-
sued in this regard.
Women self-help groups
will be given a bonus of
Rs. 1 for the sale of one Kg.
of Vermi-compost while

co-operative committees
will be given a bonus of 10
paise for the sale of 1 kg. of
Vermi-compost. The Chief
Minister said that women
groups will be given Rs.
17.64 cr while co-operative
committees will be given
Rs. 1.76 cr for the sale of
Vermi-compost till 7 July
2022 as an incentive
amount.

Congratulating all the
beneficiaries of the
scheme and the people of
the state on the completion
of two years of Godhan
Nyay Yojana (GNY), the
Chief Minister said the
state government started
procurement of cow dung
from July 20, 2020 on the
occasion of ‘Hareli’ festi-
val.

The success that this
scheme has achieved in
just 02 years is being ap-
preciated all over the
country. Following our

footsteps, many states of
the country have imple-
mented similar schemes.
In addition to production
of vermi compost, work is
also being done for pro-
duction of electricity and
manufacturing natural
paint using the cow dung
purchased under this
scheme.

Chief Minister said
that Godhan Nyay Yojana
has proven to be benefi-
cial for promoting
women’s economic em-
powerment and helping
women associated with
Self Help Groups become
self-reliant. The cow dung
vendors and Gauthan
committees have also
earned good income in
these two years. Besides,
it has given a major boost
to draw interest of farm-
ers towards animal hus-
bandry. Nearly, 13969
women self-help groups

(WSHGs) have earned an
income of Rs 74.68 cr so
far from various liveli-
hood activities conducted
in Gauthans. Under this
scheme, processing units
like oil mill and pulse mill
are being set up in
Gauthans. As many as 227
oil mills and 251 pulse
mills are being set up in
Gauthans of the state. Out
of these, 86 oil mills and
134 pulse mills have al-
ready been established.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that today
Godhan Nyay Yojana has
completed its two years
and its scope has also
been expanded.
Continuous monitoring of
the scheme is being done.
Villagers, cattle rearers,
women self-help groups
have got new means of in-
come and employment
through this scheme.

A total of 8408
Gauthans have been es-
tablished under the
scheme so far. More than
30 quintals of cow dung
has been procured from 1
to 15 July in nearly 1456
Gauthans. Agriculture
P r o d u c t i o n
Commissioner Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh in his address
gave detailed information
about the progress of the
scheme.

On occasion of
Hareli

On the second
anniv of GNY, CM
transferred an
amount of Rs. 7.48
cr to the accounts
of the beneficiaries

Rs. 153.44 cr have
been paid to cattle
ranchers and vil-
lagers in exchange
of cow dung

Gauthan
Committees and
WSHG have been
paid Rs. 147.99 cr till
now

Chief Electoral
Officer planted
saplings in the
office

At Shaheed
Memorial Building
on July 23
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Raipur, Jul 21: In the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, today the
community hall of
Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj
constructed at a cost of 38
lakhs was inaugurated in
ward number 3 of
Kumhari Municipality
area. On this occasion,
defining the relationship of
society, individual and the
development of the state,
the Chief Minister said
that society is not a group

of individuals but a system
of interpersonal relation-
ships found between indi-
viduals. Agriculture is the
main occupation of the
people of Kurmi society,
but the people of the socie-
ty have made a lot of name
in the field of education
and health. To walk on the
path of development, it is
necessary for the people of
the society to be bound in
unity and Kurmi society
knows this very well.

Chief Minister Baghel
further said that equal op-
portunities are being pro-

vided to all by the
Chhattisgarh government
for the progress of all soci-
eties. For community and
cultural buildings, the gov-
ernment is allotting land at
concessional rates so that
people of all societies come
forward for the benefit of
their community and work
for its upliftment. Apart
from social work in these
community buildings, the
people of the society will
also get other benefits.

He also discussed sever-
al issues with the people of
the society present in the

gathering and congratulat-
ed them for maintaining
social unity and integrity.

On this occasion, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahria, OSD
Manish Banchore, Yogita
Verma, Meena Verma,
Bhuneshwari Baghel,
Nandani Verma, Dhanesh
Patel, Om Narayan Verma,
Narayan Verma, Vijay
Verma, Dayalu Ram
Verma, Manoj Verma and
other members and offi-
cers of Kurmi Samaj were
present.

Ch’garh’s Tanu Chandra enters quarterfinals 
Raipur, Jul 21: The excel-
lent performance of the
players of Chhattisgarh
continues in the All India
Junior Ranking
Badminton (AIJRB) tour-
nament being played in
Goa. The tournament has
been going on since  July
15, with the first four days
of qualifying rounds
being played. Raunak
Chauhan and Tanu
Chandra of Raipur en-
tered the main round by

winning five matches
each in the qualifying
round in boys singles and
girls singles respectively.
Hiral Chauhan of Raipur
was in the top circle on
the basis of ranking.

It is notable that
Raunak Chauhan and
Tanu Chandra are 14-14
years old and are under-15
players. Tanu Chandra de-
feated Jahanvi Nammi of
Andhra Pradesh 21-14, 21-
7 in the first round and in

second round Tanvi
Reddy of Telangana 21-16,
11-21, 21-15 In the pre-
quarterfinals, she defeat-
ed Ananya Gadgil of
Maharashtra 21-11, 21-10
and entered the quarter-fi-
nals.

Heeral Chauhan defeat-
ed Reeva Evangeline of
Tamil Nadu 21-13, 8-21, 25-
23 in a thrilling three-set
match in the first round of
the main round. In the
second round, she made it

to the last 16 after defeat-
ing Rashmita of Andhra
Pradesh 21-11, 8-21, 21-15,
where  she lost 17-21 and
14-21 to Gargi of Uttar
Pradesh. Raunak
Chauhan defeated Gnana
Harsha of Andhra
Pradesh 21-11, 21-14 in the
first round to enter the
second round. He lost 21-9,
12-21, 13-21 to Prathamesh
Kulkarni of Maharashtra
in a tight second round
match.
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Raipur, Jul 21: The pub-
lic welfare policies of the
Chhattisgarh model of
development are now
being showcased and
awarded internationally.
Chhattisgarh has
achieved a significant ac-
colade at the internation-
al level in the field of
minor forest produce
processing; under this,
Chhattisgarh will be
awarded in Singapore in
the field of sustainable
development, poverty al-
leviation and women em-
powerment. To receive
the Award, the team has
already left from Mana
Airport Raipur.

Chhattisgarh State
Minor Forest Produce

Association along with
two women self-help
groups of Jagdalpur and
Korba will be rewarded
in the upcoming ESG
Grit Award ceremony to
be held on 22nd and 23rd
July in Singapore. After
the formation of
Chhattisgarh as a state,
it is the first time that
women forest dwellers
have received an interna-
tional accolade. This
flight to Singapore is not
a normal flight for these
women; it is a flight of
their dreams and aspira-
tions. Members of the
Bakavand Van Dhan
Kendra, Ms. Padmini
Baghel and Ms. Belabai
Kashyap and members of
Donganala Van Dhan
Kendra, Ms. Saroj Patel
and Ms. Phulbai Neti,
were accorded a warm
see off, people shook
their hands, clicked pic-
tures with them and
wished them luck for
their journey ahead.
There is a wave of joy
among women of self
help groups, minor forest
produce procurers , espe-
cially in the districts of
Korba and Bastar. This
flight taken by the mem-

bers of Van Dhan Vikas
is a flight of hope for
hundreds of such
women and forest
dwellers.

On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, and the able
guidance of Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, this international
award is the result of the
dedicated work of
women members en-
gaged in the processing
of minor forest produce
in Van Dhan Vikas
Kendras of Chhattisgarh
State Minor Forest
Produce Association. For
this important achieve-
ment of Chhattisgarh,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel and Forest
Minister Mr. Akbar have
congratulated the groups
of Van Dhan Kendras in-
cluding the State Minor
Forest Produce
Association.

These forest dwellers
of Chhattisgarh are
filled of happiness, while
receiving this award in
front of more than 200
delegates from 150 coun-
tries; they will also nar-
rate the story of
Chhattisgarh model and

sustainable develop-
ment. In this ceremony,
the presence of business-
men, bankers, investors,
environmentalists and
government representa-
tives from all over the
world will ensure the
recognition of
‘Chhattisgarh-Herbals’
all over the world. This
will give a boost to minor
forest produce based in-
dustries. The
‘Chhattisgarh Model’
will be recognized as a
model of sustainable de-
velopment all over the
world.

This team of
Chhattisgarh State
Minor Forest Produce
Association is being led
by Sanjay Shukla,
Managing Director of
State Minor Forest
Produce Association and
Additional Managing
Director B. Anand Babu
and Forest Division
Officer Stylo Mandavi
are involved in the team
for cooperation. The
seven-member contin-
gent will be welcomed at
the Singapore airport by
Dr. Nisha Kohli from
Carpstage Singapore,
who heads the event.

Ch’garh to receive Grit award
for excellent work 

In the field of minor
forest produce pro-
cessing

CSMFPA along with
two WSHGs of
Jagdalpur and
Korba will be
rewarded in
Singapore

Social unity is essential for the
overall devp of the state: CM



DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  2211::  There is confu-
sion in the health department
regarding the allocation of vacci-
nation incentives, as officials
state the vaccination incentives
being already paid to the vaccina-
tion workers, while the workers
are demanding the payment of
the incentives at the earliest. So
far in the district; more than
31000 have come under the grip
of corona infection. Of these, 591
people have also died premature-
ly.  To curb the rate of infection,
the Covid vaccination campaign
was started by the central and
state government, in which more
than 7000 health workers gave
their service. During this, an
announcement was also made to
give incentive amount to the

employees, but till today they
have not received this amount.  It
is noteworthy that on August 25,
2021, a letter was issued by the
Directorate of Health to the
CMHOs of all the districts, in
which TA / DA to be given to each
vaccinator in the event of out-
sourcing other vaccinators in
addition to the vaccinators posted
in the Health Department /
National Health Mission. A direc-
tive was issued to give Rs 200 for

vaccination per day. Similarly, for
other works of vaccination, if
there are more than 48 beneficiar-
ies, Rs.500 was to be paid and if
there was less, Rs.250.  On the
other hand, officials say that it
has been paid to the eligible per-
sonnel while the workers are com-
plaining about not getting the
incentive amount and have sub-
mitted a memorandum to the dis-
trict administration and demand-
ed to get the incentive amount.

They have also warned of agita-
tion if payment is not made.

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuull  2200::

The installation of ‘Chaturmas

Kalash’ of ‘Aryika Ganini

Soubhagayamati Mataji,

Shikashamati Mataji and

Sanshepmati Mataji’ was held at

Shri Radhakrishna temple in

Vridavan Kunj. On the first day of

‘Chaturmas’ at Jain Bhavan in

Sadar Bazar, Dr Rajendra Gadia

hoisted the ‘Chaturmas’ flag and

during which his entire family was

present. On this occasion Pankaj

bhaiyya along with well-known

‘Pratisthacharya’ from Raipur viz.

Pt. Ajit Shastri, Pt. Nitin Jain and

Pt. Sharad Kumar Jain were also

present. For installation of

‘Chaturmas Kalash’ at Jain

Bhavan, a massive ‘Shobha-yatra’

was taken out and in this the

devotees carried ‘Mangal Kalash’,

‘astdravya’ and clothes and

weapons of ‘Mataji’ on their head

and it passed through Sadar Bazar

to Nehrughat and then reached

Radhakrishna Mandir. Here a

massive dome has been formed

and wherein all the 17 ‘Kalash’

were established and it is with the

‘Astadravya’ that prayers were

performed to ‘Aayarka

Soubhagyamati Mataji’ and after

this Pankaj Shastri and Ajit

Shastri performed prayers to

‘Mangal Kalash’ and benefitted

the devotees. On establishment of

‘Chaturmas Mangal Kalash’, the

blessings for installation of the

first ‘kalash’ went to Santosh

Kumar Sulekhaji Kala of Raipur

and that of second

‘Samayakdarshan Kalash’ to

Manoj Kumar, Anil Kumar, Jai

Kumar Jain Rajim and that of third

‘Samayak Charitra Kalash’ to Dutt

Rajendra Gadia family Navapara.

The blessings for ‘Maa Soubhagya

Kalash’ went to Abhishekh Modi

Bhatapara, Hansraj Ramesh

Kumar Ravka Rajim, Surit Kumar,

Samir Kumar Jain of Rajim and

Kishore Kumar and Amit Kumar

Jain of Rajim, Dharamchand

Manish Kumar Jaini of Simga,

Vinod Kumar, Yogesh Kumar

Ravaka of Rajim and Kanchan

Devi Ashish Kuar Neeraj Gangwal

of Rajim family. ‘Chaturmas

Mangal Kalash’ of three ‘Sadhavis’

was held viz. Ganini Aryika

Soubhagyamati Mataji,

Shikshamati Mataji and

Sanshepmati Mataji, who arrived

for the 23rd ‘Chaturmas’ at Shri

Radhakrishna Temple in

Vrindavan Garden on Sunday.

Soubhagyamati Mataji in her

address said that if a person

loses a stitching pin then it is

difficult to find, but if the thread

is passed through it, then it can

be easily located. She appealed

people present to put the

thread that of the Supreme in

this heart like ‘pin’, then they

will not be lost and if at all are

lost, can be easily traceable.

‘Chaturmas’ is like an operation

theatre, where there is no such

operation of the body, but that

of the mind by listening to the

discourse and objectives of

‘Jinendra Dev’, attaining peace

and bliss. In this programme,

MLA Dhanendra Sahu also

sought blessings of ‘Mataji’ and

said that it is an honour for all

the peope of the region that

they got the privilege to hold

‘Chaturmas’ of ‘Ganini Aryaki

Sangh’. Through this they all

get a chance to improve upon

their life and standard of living

and he appealed people from all

sections of the society to attend

the same.

MLA Sahu seeks blessings of ‘Mataji’
 In the 23rd 

‘Chaturmas Kalash’ at

Radhakrishna Temple 
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Mungeli, Jul 21: 

Under the guidance of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and on the instruc-
tions of Collector Rahul
Dev, intensive plantation
campaign is being organ-
ized in the district to con-
vert the district to a green
belt. A large number of
fruit bearing and medici-
nal plants are being plant-
ed under this campaign,
and in continuation to the
same, District Panchayat
President Lekni Sonu
Chandrakar planted
Amla, Vice President
Sanjit Banerjee and
Collector Rahul Dev plant-
ed Mango, Janpad
Panchayat Lormi
President Smt. Meena
Naresh Patle planted
Amla saplings.

Addressing the pro-
gram, District Panchayat
President Smt.
Chandrakar said that tree
plantation is necessary to
keep the earth green and

he advised the citizens of
the district to plant
saplings in the house, gar-
den and field and suitable
surrounding area and
keep it safe till the tree is
formed. Collector Dev said
that every person should
plant saplings for environ-

mental protection and
promotion and said that
under the Chief
Minister’s Tree Plantation
Incentive Scheme, instead
of paddy, the government
is giving incentive at the
rate of Rs 10,000 per acre
for planting trees in their

fields. He advised the
farmers to plant trees in
maximum area.

District Panchayat Vice
President Shri Banerjee
emphasized on conserva-
tion and promotion of
ground water along with
plantation. He talked
about planting a sapling
along with its utility and
displaying the name of
the plant through a board.
President of Janpad
Panchayat Lormi, Patle,
Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat D.S.
Rajput, Vice President of
Janpad Panchayat Lormi
Khushboo Aditya
Vaishnav and eminent cit-
izen Naresh Patle also un-
derlined the importance of
tree plantation. On this oc-
casion, Additional
Collector Teerthraj
Agarwal, Lormi SDM
Maneka Pradhan, local
public representatives,
distinguished citizens,
school students in large
numbers were present.

Intensive tree plantation campaign organized

Amarkanthak, Jul 21: 

According to the infor-
mation received from the
Indian Embassy in
Thailand, Siddhant Singh
Sengar has written the
name of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak
with golden letters in the
world of sports on the in-
ternational board. The
Indian Embassy in
Thailand was welcomed
and felicitated by Kesang
Wangdi, First Secretary
(Cons) at Bangkok.

Siddhant Singh Sengar
won a bronze medal for
the country representing
the Indian team in the
men’s double woodball
team at Chiangmai,
Thailand. It may be noted
that  Sengar is a second
year student in the
Management Department

of Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University,
Amarkantak and is the
nephew of Assistant
Registrar Dr. Sanjeev
Singh Sengar. When he
was selected in the Indian
team, he was given finan-
cial help by the university.

On this occasion, the
Vice Chancellor of the
University, Professor

Sriprakash Mani
Tripathi, while conveying
his congratulatory mes-
sage, congratulated the
Vice President of the
Sports Cell of the
University, Professor Ajay
Wagh and General
Secretary Dr. Hare Ram
Pandey and said that the
University is committed
to encourage sports and

sportspersons. The
sports infrastructure in
the university is constant-
ly being developed. In
order to ensure that our
students are selected in
maximum numbers in na-
tional and international
competitions, the organi-
zation of sports and facili-
ties are being taken care
of in the university.

Siddhant raises the flag 
of Tribal University in Thailand

Vaccination workers not paid vaccination incentives

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss::
“As per the guidelines of the
government, incentive
amount has been paid to the
vaccination workers. Till
now no complaint has been
received regarding this.”

DDrr  JJPP  DDeewwaann,,  NNooddaall
OOffffiicceerr,,  CCOOVVIIDD
IImmmmuunniizzaattiioonn..

Kharora, Jul 21: 

Monthly meeting of
Farhada Rural Service
Cooperative Society of
Dharsiwa area was held
in which the society
Chairman Yogesh
Chandrakar has said that
the work of sowing the
crop has been completed
and by distributing the
seeds and fertilizers
farming is in good speed.
Considering the shortage
of DAP and other fertiliz-
er, a proposal was also
passed to apprise the gov-
ernment. Chandrakar
also said that due to the
lack of adequate avail-
ability of rain in Kharora
areas and at present the

work of transplanting
and seeding of paddy
crop is now stalled, in
which the demand resolu-
tion has been passed to re-
lease the water in the
Mahanadi main canal
branch by not draining
the water of the dam into
the river. Simultaneously,
connecting the environ-
ment with the agricultur-
al sector, the work of one
farmer one tree planta-
tion has been inspired in
the meeting .In order to
do this, a proposal has
been passed to organize a
program in Sewa
Cooperative Society,
Farhada, on which it has
been decided to call elect-
ed public representatives

on high posts of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and at the same
time, Kisan Mela will also
be organized on which
agriculture Information
will be provided for im-
proved and organic farm-
ing by various depart-
ments of the area.

In this meeting, the
member of the Board of
Directors of the commit-
tee area, Yogesh
Chandrakar, Bhees Lal
Chandrakar Shrimant
Ram Sahu, Shri Charan
Sahu, Smt. Haemin, Smt.
Dulari Bai, Shri Manu
Sahu, Shri Ghanshyam
Sahu, Shri Jagat
Ram,Panna Verma were
present.

Resolution passed in Farhada
Rural Service Co-op Society 

Gariaband, Jul 21:
State’s Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection, Planning,
Economic and Statistics
and Culture Minister and
in-charge of Gariaband
district Amarjeet Bhagat
reviewed the ongoing de-
velopment works in the
district in a departmental
review meeting here.

In the meeting, he said
that there should be ade-
quate seating arrange-
ment in the school,
ashram, hostel, if there is
a need for repair of roof,
window, then it should be
completed immediately.
He also went to Lord

Bhuteshwarnath temple
and offered prayers. Rajim
MLA Amitesh Shukla,
Collector Prabhat Malik,
Superintendent of Police
J.R Thakur, public repre-
sentatives and district offi-
cers were present in the
meeting.

In the meeting, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
said that the ration of the
right of the poor should be
ensured to them in the
right quantity and at a rea-
sonable price. Consent
was given to open a ration
shop in village Birodar on
the suggestion of District
Panchayat member Smt.
Laxmi Sahu. He has also

directed to make arrange-
ments for adequate beds,
lighting, water, toilets etc.
in health centers. He has
been instructed to expe-
dite the works of Jal
Jeevan Mission and to pay
the amount to the agency
only after physical verifi-
cation of the completion of
tap connection and water
facility reaching the
house.

During the review of
MNREGA, District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Roktima Yadav informed
that 1006 works have been
completed under Narva
program. 327 Gauthans
have been approved in the
district, out of which 236
Gauthans have been com-
pleted, out of which 173
are active Gauthans. The
Minister-in-Charge has
given instructions to de-
velop multi-activity cen-
ters in these Gauthans.

Minister Bhagat takes 
departmental review meeting

Pandaria, Jul 20:

The condition of road
from Gram Mahali to
Nanapuri in the block con-
structed under PMGSY is
in very bad state and with

huge pot-holes there is al-
ways chance of person
meeting with an accident.
At the same time with
road turning into muddy
terrain, it has made diffi-
cult for people to even
walk on it.

The above road was con-
structed more than 3 years
back and till date it has not
been repaired and due to
which its condition is
worsening each day. All
the more with regular
movement of traffic on
this road, the denizens had
to bear the burnt and
threat to their lives with
chances of meeting up
some accident. The chil-
dren to different schools
also pass from the same
road and shows serious-
ness on part of the local
administration to get it re-
pair at the earliest.

Road full of potholes
posing problems

To passer-bys

CELEBRATTION

Tribal artists perform as they celebrate in anticipation of the results of Presidential Elections 2022 favouring
Droupadi Murmu, near her residence in Rairangpur, Odisha, Thursday, July 21.

PROTEST

An auto driver pastes posters on parked autorickshaws during a protest seeking a ban on Rapido bikes and action
on Ola and Uber aggregators, in Bengaluru, Thursday, July 21.
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Couple commits
suicide

Deoria (UP): A cou-
ple allegedly commit-
ted suicide by jump-
ing in front of an on-
coming train near
Salempur railway sta-
tion here, police said
on Thursday. Deepak
Yadav (25) and Preeti
Rajbhar (22), resi-
dents of Rampur
Bachur village, were
in a relationship for
the last few years, po-
lice said. They left
their houses on
Tuesday morning and
reached Gopalpur vil-
lage on Wednesday,
they said. The duo
jumped in front of the
Bhatni-Varanasi train
coming from
Varanasi,
Superintendent of
Police Sankalp
Sharma said.

Arrested
Rameswaram (TN):
The Sri Lankan Navy
has arrested six
Indian fishermen
from here for alleged
maritime boundary
violation, officials
said on Thursday. The
six had set sail on
Wednesday. They
were picked up by the
Lankan navy late last
night for alleged vio-
lation of maritime
boundary while fish-
ing in the Palk Strait
region, they said. One
boat was also de-
tained. The fishermen
were taken to
Thalaimannar.

Landslides
Banihal/Jammu:
The Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was
closed for traffic due
to landslides trig-
gered by heavy rains
at several places in
Ramban district on
Thursday, officials
said. Nearly 1000 vehi-
cles, including a con-
voy carrying
Amarnath pilgrims,
are stranded at differ-
ent points of the high-
way, they said. The
270-km highway, the
only all-weather road
linking Kashmir with
the rest of the coun-
try, was blocked by
shooting stones, land-
slides at four places in
Ramban district.

Senior citizen
duped

Mumbai: Two per-
sons have been arrest-
ed for allegedly dup-
ing a senior citizen of
Rs 22 lakh through a
fraudulent transfer
from his bank ac-
count using an online
payment app, a
Mumbai police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
According to a
Dindoshi police sta-
tion official, two per-
sons befriended the
68-year-old victim and
transferred Rs 22 lakh
from his account
through an online
payment app on the
pretext of playing a
game on his mobile
phone.

2 killed 
Basti (UP): Two
people were killed
here when the vehi-
cle they were travel-
ling in rammed into
a container truck
after it was hit by
another truck from
behind, police said
on Thursday. The
incident took place
at National
Highway 28 near
Badhar Khurd vil-
lage on Wednesday
night, they said. A
Tata Magic carry-
ing passengers
rammed into a con-
tainer truck moving
ahead after it was
hit by another truck
from behind, the po-
lice said.

Kolkata, Jul 21:

Launching a frontal at-
tack on the BJP, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday asserted that it
won’t get single-party ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha
polls in 2024, as the saffron
camp will be swept away
from power at the Centre.

Speaking at a massive
TMC rally in Kolkata,
Banerjee said the next
general election will be
held on the mantra of
“vote for rejection of
BJP”.

“The BJP will be swept
away from power by the
people’s mandate in 2024.
They will be defeated. I
can certainly say that the
BJP will not get single-
party majority, and once
that happens, others will
unite to form the next gov-
ernment,” she said.

“Break BJP’s prison,

break its shackles; we have
to bring in a people’s gov-
ernment in 2024,” the
feisty Trinamool Congress
boss said at the Martyrs’
Day rally amid thunder-
ous applause.

She also criticised the
BJP for trying to stifle the
opposition by using cen-
tral agencies and institu-
tions, contending that
those who had no role in
the Independence struggle
are now trying to rewrite
the country’s history.
Banerjee slammed the
Union government over
the increase in GST rates
on pre-packed and labelled
food items such as cereals,

pulses and flour weighing
less than 25 kg, terming it
as “anti-people”.

“What will the people
eat when the BJP is imple-
menting GST on every-
thing, even puffed rice and
milk powder. How will the
poor survive in this coun-
try?” she said.

Cautioning the saffron
camp, the chief minister
also said if it tries to dis-
lodge the Bengal govern-
ment “just like in
Maharashtra, they would
get a befitting reply.

“After dislodging the
government in
Maharashtra, they (BJP)
have been speaking of car-
rying out similar opera-
tions in Jharkhand and
other states, including
Bengal. “Let me remind
them that this is the land
of the Royal Bengal Tiger;
if they try to interfere, a
befitting reply will follow,”
the chief minister added.

BJP will be swept 
away in 2024: Mamata

New delhi, Jul21:

The Supreme Court has
stayed criminal proceed-
ings against 30 members
of the 21 Para Special
Force, including a Major,
in connection with the al-
leged botched Army oper-
ation in Oting-Tiru area
of Nagaland’s Mon dis-
trict in 2021 that claimed
lives of 13 civilians.

A bench of Justices
Indira Banerjee and V
Ramasubramanian noted
that previous sanction as
required under Section 6
of the Armed Forces
(Special 4 Powers) Act,
1958 has not been ob-
tained.

The top court also is-
sued notices to the Centre,
Nagaland government
and others on two pleas
filed by the wives of

Army officers named in
the case. The petitions
sought quashing of the
FIR lodged by the
Nagaland Police and the
findings of an SIT set up
by the state government.

The Nagaland Police
had charge sheeted at
least 30 members of the 21
Para Special Force in the
case.

The charge sheet has
slapped charges of mur-
der and culpable homi-
cide not amounting to
murder on the team of
soldiers.

The case was re-regis-
tered by the State Crime
Police Station on
December 5 against un-
known persons of the
Indian Army under vari-
ous sections of the IPC
and investigation handed
over to a Special

Investigation Team.
A case under various

sections of the IPC has
been made out against 30
members of the opera-
tions team of 21 Para
Special Force including
two subedars, eight havil-
dars, four naiks, six lance
naiks and nine paratroop-
ers, he said.

The state DGP had said
that the CID report seek-
ing sanction for prosecu-
tion was forwarded to the
Department of Military
Affairs in the first week of
April this year and a re-
minder sent in May.

The sanction for prose-
cution is still awaited, he
had said.

The charge sheet has
been filed, pending sanc-
tion for prosecution
against the 30 accused, he
had said.

Nagaland killings: SC stays criminal
proceedings against 30 Army men

New Delhi, Jul 21:

LG VK Saxena rejects
Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s Singapore trav-
el proposal, says mayors’
conference, not befitting
attendance by CM. Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying it is wrong to
‘deny’ permission to him
to visit Singapore to repre-

sent India at the World
Cities Summit. The sum-
mit is scheduled for next
month.

‘It is wrong to hold the
permission for attending
the event. It is an opportu-
nity to present the Delhi
Model of governance at
the World stage.

It is against the national
interest to stop a CM from
visiting such a huge stage,’
read the letter to Modi.

He urged the PM to give
permission so that he can
represent the country.

Kejriwal was invited to
the World Cities Summit
2022, to be held in
Singapore, by the high
commissioner of that
country, Simon Wong, at a
meeting on June 1. The
chief minister had said he
looked forward to attend-
ing the event and would
send a formal acceptance.

LG rejects Kejriwal’s
Singapore trip proposal

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

India’s friendly rela-
tions with the Arab coun-
tries were not affected in
view of the controversial
comments made against
Prophet Mohammad, the
government informed the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Minister of State for
External Affairs V
Muraleedharan also said
that India continues to at-
tach high priority to fur-
ther strengthen relations
with the Arab world and
that it understands the
outlook and views of New
Delhi on the issue.

He was responding to
questions on whether
“hate speeches and
defamatory” comments
made by spokespersons of
political parties in India

have affected its relations
with Arab countries and
the government’s re-
sponse to the statement
made against the
Prophet.

“No. India shares his-
toric and friendly rela-
tions with Arab countries
which have strengthened
significantly in the past
few years in different do-
mains, including politi-
cal, trade and investment,
defence, security, science
and technology, culture
and people-to-people
ties,” Muraleedharan
said.

He further added:
“With regard to recent re-
marks the relevant politi-
cal organisation has clari-
fied its position. This has
been duly recognised by
Arab governments.”

India’s ties with Arab 
countries not affected in view
of Prophet comments: Govt

Ranchi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Jharkhand has 51 per
cent rainfall deficit this
monsoon so far and is
heading towards an early
season drought, experts
and government official
said.

With monsoon rains giv-
ing the state the miss dur-
ing the peak sowing sea-
son, the sowing of paddy is
less than ten per cent so
far, they said. The ideal pe-
riod of sowing paddy has
ended on July 20, the ex-
perts said. In Jharkhand
the cultivators generally
prepare their farm fields
for sowing from June 15.
The full-fledged sowing ac-
tivity begins by July 1 and
continues till July 31. The
ideal sowing period for
paddy is, however, be-
tween July 1 and July 20,

experts said. Delayed and
scanty rainfall in the early
months of the monsoon
have been plaguing the
state for the past few years
and farmers have been
forced to carry on the sow-
ing activity till August 15.
This extended sowing has
naturally hampered yield,
they said. The situation is
alarming for paddy culti-
vation. If Jharkhand does
not get adequate rainfall
in the next five days, the
yield will get hampered
majorly. Ideal sowing peri-
od for paddy has almost
over in Jharkhand.
However, the situation is
not bad for upland crops
such as pulses and maize,
P K Singh, a senior agro
scientist at Birsa
Agriculture University
(BAU) here told PTI. The
situation vis a vis sowing

can be gauged from the
district-wise kharif cover-
age data of the state agri-
culture department,
which said that paddy sow-
ing could not be started in
13 of the 24 districts of the
state till Wednesday.

Paddy, which is the
main crop of the season,
sowing was done in 1.68
lakh hectares or a mere
9.56 per cent of the target-
ed 18 lakh hectares till
July 20.

Khiru Mahto, a farmer
in Ranchi’s Rahe block
told PTI that paddy
seedlings are drying up in
the nurseries.

We are not able to trans-
plant the seedlings in the
absence of sufficient
water in the fields. We are
worried as the sowing sea-
son has almost ended, he
said.

J’khand has rain 51 % shortfall, 
heads towards early season drought

Mumbai, Jul 21:

‘Shiv Samvad’, the jour-
ney of reaching out to
every Shivsainik begins,
tweets former
Maharashtra minister
Aaditya Thackeray. This is
the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion’s attempt to reach out
to people after the revolt
and the formation of a new
government in
Maharashtra. Today, rebel
Shiv Sena leader Rahul
Shewale said Uddhav
Thackeray was not a
“winnable” face for the
2024 Lok Sabha election
and it was imperative for
them to tie up with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The issue of leader-
ship for the next Lok
Sabha polls came up dur-
ing several meetings the
now-rebel leaders had with

Thackeray in the run-up to
a split in the Shiv Sena,
Shewale, who was named
as the leader of the party
in the Lower House of
Parliament on Tuesday,
told PTI. “I raised the
issue of leadership for the
Lok Sabha election during
a meeting with Thackeray.
Sanjay Raut, who was also
present, gestured towards
Thackeray as the face for
the election. I told him that
we respect Thackeray but
we have to be realistic. He

cannot be the face for the
Lok Sabha polls,” he said.

Shewale said the Shiv
Sena’s alliance with the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and the
Congress had further com-
plicated matters as the par-
ties were rivals in several
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .
“Furthermore, the UPA
would contest elections
under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, which will
not be acceptable for our
cadre,” Shewale said.

Uddhav faction’s outreach 
to people in Maha begins

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

BJP president J P
Nadda on Thursday
made key organisational
appointments in some
state units of the party,
drafting the RSS’ Rajesh
G V as general secretary
(organisation) in
Karnataka. Rajesh G V
replaces Arun Kumar,
who has returned to the
RSS, considered the ideo-
logical mentor of the
BJP. Ajay Jamwal, who
was the regional general
secretary (organisation)
in charge of northeast-
ern states, will now look
after Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh units
of the party in the same
position, according to a
BJP statement. Manthri
Srinivasulu has been

moved from Telangana
to Punjab as general sec-
retary (organisation).

Satish Dhond, general
secretary (organisation)
in charge of Goa, is now
the joint general secre-
tary (organisation) in
West Bengal.

Those in charge of ‘or-
ganisation’ in the BJP
are drawn from the RSS
and are considered key
in the overall function-
ing of the party’s organi-
sational machinery.

Nadda makes key 
appointments in BJP state units

Surat, Jul 21:

Aam Aadmi Party’s na-
tional convener Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday
promised that his party
will provide free electrici-
ty up to 300 units per
month if voted to power in
Gujarat where polls are
due this year.

Addressing people at a
town hall meeting in
Surat, the Delhi chief min-
ister also guaranteed unin-
terrupted power supply
without any cuts.

“I am giving you a guar-
antee. If you find any fault
later, you are free not to
vote for AAP in the next
election. We will fulfil all
the guarantees once we
come to power in the
state,” he said.

Kejriwal also said that
all pending electricity bills
issued before December
31, 2021 will be waived.
The AAP leader arrived in
Surat late Wednesday
night on his second visit to
the state this month.

He had said that in the
next few weeks, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) would
share with the people of
Gujarat its agenda on
what it plans to do for
them if voted to power in
the state. He had claimed
that the people of Gujarat
were fed up with 27 years
of the BJP rule and want a
change.

Kejriwal promises up to 300 units
of free electricity in Gujarat
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HUSTINGS EVENT

Conservative leadership candidate Rishi Sunak, centre, arrives for a hustings event
with the Conservative Councillors Association, in Westminster, central London,
Thursday July 21. The two candidates to become Britain’s next prime minister have
begun a head-to-head battle for the votes of Conservative Party members who will
choose the country’s new leader. 

Washington, Jul 21 (PTI):

Green finance could be-
come a bright and robust
strand of the growing
India-US economic rela-
tions in the next 25 years,
India’s envoy here has
said, asserting that the two
countries have the intent
and will to lead the global
fight against climate
change.

The green economy is

diverse globally, but con-
centrated in a few coun-
tries and is bound to find
new and emerging mar-
kets like India, said
Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
India’s Ambassador to the
US. This is the very rea-
son, I see, green finance
could become a bright and
robust strand in the grow-
ing US-India economic re-
lations during the next 25
years, he said on Tuesday

in his address to a two-day
conference on green fi-
nance cooperation be-
tween India and the
United States.

The event was organ-
ised by the Indian
Embassy in Washington
DC in collaboration with
the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) and
was attended by more than
300 participants from

across the globe.
India and US are natu-

ral partners, who have
demonstrated time and
again, that they can work
together, combine their
strengths and tap into
synergies whenever hu-
manity faces a crisis
(COVID-19 pandemic is
the most recent exam-
ple), he said. Today, the

two countries have strong
convergences and our
leaderships have the in-
tent and will to lead the
global fight against cli-
mate change, he added.

This was evident, dur-
ing COP-26 in Glasgow last
year, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and US President Joe
Biden announced en-
hanced and ambitious
Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) goals.

In clean technology,
India and US together
have the world’s best
brains and labs to create
cutting edge technologies
in green infrastructure, he
added. In his keynote ad-
dress, Sandhu quoted
Modi, “75 years of
Independence should not
be restricted to mere cele-

brations and rather
should be seen as the gate-
way to take on the chal-
lenges in the next 25
years. In his remarks,
Scott Nathan, CEO of the
US Development Finance
Corporation (USDFC),
highlighted that his
agency’s commitments in
India account for roughly
10 per cent of its active
portfolio and marks its
largest relationship with
any single country.

He added that while the
USDFC has already in-
vested USD 1 billion as cli-
mate finance in India, the
American development
bank looks forward to
deepening its engagement
with the Indian clean en-
ergy sector including in
areas like mobility and
adaptation.

Green finance could be bright and robust
strand of growing India-US ties: Sandhu

Colombo, Jul 21 (PTI):

Veteran politician
Ranil Wickremesinghe
was on Thursday sworn
in as Sri Lanka’s eighth
president and will face
the tough task of leading
the country out of its un-
precedented economic
crisis and restoring
order after months of
mass anti-government
protests.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as the 8th
Executive President of
Sri Lanka at the

Parliament complex be-
fore Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya.
The three military com-
manders and
Parliamentary speaker
Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena were also
present during the cere-
mony. Wickremesinghe,
who took over as the

Acting President after
his predecessor Gotabaya
Rajapksa fled the country
and resigned last week, is
the first Sri Lankan pres-
ident to be elected by
Parliament following a
vote. Late D B Wijetunga
was elected uncontested
in May 1993 after the de-
mise of R Premadasa

who was the then
P r e s i d e n t .
Wickremesinghe, a six-
time former prime min-
ister, was elected as Sri
Lanka’s President by
lawmakers on
Wednesday, in a rare
move that could pro-
vide continuity for cru-
cial discussions with
the IMF for a bailout
deal for the cash-
strapped nation.

He secured 134 votes
in the 225-member
House while his nearest
rival and dissident ruling
party leader Dullas
Alahapperuma got 82.
Leftist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna leader Anura
Kumara Dissanayake se-
cured just three votes.

Ranil Wickremesinghe sworn in as Sri Lanka’s new president

U nless profiteering
from illness stops, cor-

porations which are becom-
ing richer even during disas-
ters and pandemics, will con-
tinue to pressure govern-
ments to not advance pro-peo-
ple policies. 'Normalization' of
minting unbridled profits
from illness, is one of the rea-
sons why health and social
welfare programmes have
failed to deliver equitably.
Extractive industries and
those that siphon of natural
resources for profits of a few
(while billions of people suf-
fer devastating impacts of cli-
mate emergencies), also need
to be held to account if we
want treaties like the
Pandemic Treaty to work in
letter and spirit. Corporate ac-
countability needs to be the
lynchpin to advance progress
on treaties like the pandemic
treaty. Also, it is no less impor-
tant to ensure United Nations
agencies remain free of con-
flict of interest of any kind.

COVID-19 pandemic not
only exposed how ill-prepared
we were to respond to a public
health emergency but also,
showed if governments fail to
address corporate capture of
public policy, we will not be

able to respond equitably,
thereby making us all vulner-
able in face of any crisis.
Talks resumed earlier this
week around the World
Health Organization's (WHO)
pandemic treaty. At topic: a
newly-published working
draft of the treaty around
which negotiations will cen-
ter. And the draft is expected
to prompt discussion both
around the important issues it
does address (ex. equity, fi-
nancing, One Health) and
those it notably does not, like
corporate political interfer-
ence. Civil society is implor-
ing the WHO and govern-
ments' representatives to, in
the treaty text, explicitly re-
buke this interference; this
with the private sector's role
in blocking vaccines from
reaching low- and middle-in-
come countries yet a fresh re-
minder of how commercial
interests can circumvent pub-
lic health policy.

"This isn't a theoretical exer-
cise. The very industries the
International Negotiating
Body (INB) would welcome
into the pandemic treaty
process, have and continue to
block vaccines and medica-
tions from reaching millions of
people globally, whose health
or lives could otherwise be
spared," said Daniel Dorado,
director of policy organizing
and tobacco campaign at
Corporate Accountability.
Ironically, WHO leadership
and delegates have repeatedly
heralded the only existing
global health treaty, the
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC), as a
model for the new pandemic

treaty. Experts attribute the
success of the FCTC to its
strong safeguards against in-
dustry interference. Yet con-
sultations with those intimate-
ly familiar with the FCTC and
its safeguards have to date
been limited.

"The only other internation-
al health treaty has and will
save millions of lives. It's done
so by setting clear rules for
corporate engagement. It's
time for negotiators to pay
more than lip service to this
model treaty," said Dorado.
What's more, tobacco industry
ownership of pharmaceutical
corporations has recently
been receiving significant
media attention. In contraven-
tion of the FCTC, Canada
partnered with leading ciga-
rette manufacturer Philip
Morris International to pro-
duce a COVID vaccine. British
American Tobacco has its
own vaccine candidate as
well. And this is but part of a
much larger trend of Big
Tobacco "pharmaceuticaliza-
tion" aimed at improving the
pariah industry's image, polit-
ical access, and profitability.

"Countries should avoid
promoting pandemic respons-
es that deepen yet other pan-
demics. And though Big
Pharma may not always be
owned by Big Tobacco, it does-
n't justify the INB allowing
vested, commercial interests
carte blanche to sit at the ne-
gotiating table," said Bobby
Ramakant, a tobacco control
expert from India, who is part
of the Network for
Accountability of Tobacco
Transnationals (NATT) and
Asha Parivar.

Apologists for industry in-
volvement in the new treaty
point to the distinctiveness of
pharmaceutical corporations
from tobacco corporations.
One saves lives, while another
wrecks them, they say. This
oversimplification, advocates
note in a recent letter, neglects
the statutory conflicts for
profit-driven enterprise be-
tween profit and the best out-
comes for health policy. It also
neglects the troubling track
record of market abuses and
violations of international
law perpetuated by leading
vaccine manufacturers from
Pfizer and AstraZeneca to
GlaxoSmithKline and
Johnson and Johnson. They
have paid billions to settle
lawsuits around everything
from bribery and fraud to off-
label promotion. They have
also driven the global opioid
epidemic, which continues to
cause rampant addiction, suf-
fering, and death. "Do we real-
ly want to allow these entities
to steer pandemic prevention,
preparedness, and response?
This treaty is dead on arrival
if it fails to explicitly prevent
corporate capture. We implore
countries to get clear-eyed to
the threat," said Philip Jakpor,
director of programmes with
Corporate Accountability and
Public Participation Africa.
Civil society is calling for the
treaty text to require disclo-
sure and controls against con-
flicts of interest, as well as full
and immediate transparency
around the INB's engage-
ments with industry whether
Big Pharma, Big Food, Big Ag,
or other vested, commercial
interests.
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Meta platform facing
human rights risk

Recently, the research done
in our nation by Human Rights
Impact Assessment (HRIA)
agency on the Meta platform,
which incorporates Facebook,
Instagram, and Whatsapp dis-
covered that these social me-
dias are exposed to higher risks
of human rights including limi-
tations on the liberty of expres-
sion, information and risk of ha-
tred that ignites malevolence
due to the actions by third par-
ties which largely appearing
terrifying now. Also according
to study these third parties in-
tervention may also lead to ha-
tred that instigate discrimina-
tion, violence, Indiscriminate
rights; infringement of an indi-
vidual's right to privacy as well
as security of this platform.This
unprecedented indepth re-
search reports seems to be in-
timidating not only to Meta
platform but also to other so-
cial media platforms.
Furthermore this research re-
port is exclusively of our na-
tion.To overcome this HRIA has
to develop  recommendations
regarding incorporating, moni-
toring, content moderation,
product interventions and
many more so that Meta plat-
form can study them and use
them as a regard to identify and
guide relevant actions which
fixes the issues swiftly that are
reported as of now.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH..KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Show some spine
Surender Singh Bishnoi, a

59-year-old deputy superinten-
dent of Haryana Police was
mowed down by a truck carry-
ing stones from an illegal min-
ing site in the Aravallis when he
intercepted the vehicle and
asked the driver to stop in
Pachgaon village of Nuh around
11.30 a.m. DSP Singh's case is
not the first time, Nuh district is
notorious for attacks on cops
by the mining mafia. On an av-
erage, 50 such complaints have
been registered every year
since 2015. The Haryana gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister
(CM) ManoharlalKhattar and
Home Minister (HM) Anil Vlj
combination has been defunct
for quite some time as evident
from the latest killing of the
DSP by the mining mafia.
Whether it's handling of kisan
agitation or recent killing, the
government has been proven to
be mediocre and ineffective in
maintaining law and order.
Such heinous crime can't take
place without the political pa-
tronage of the corrupt politi-
cians in collusion with the dif-
ferent mafias. Hours after the
officer's death, police said the
truck's cleaner was arrested
after being shot at and injured
during an encounter with them.
Driver not yet arrested, arrest
him, but arrest the ones run-
ning this business. Everyone
knows who they are, but being
one of your own, you will not
touch them. Hope, after this
heartbreaking incident
Haryana police, show some
spine and catch the kingpin.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I ndia is entering into a major cost of living crisis due to

multiple domestic and international crises, which includ-

ed soaring food and energy prices, rising poverty, joblessness,

endangered food security, disincentive to farmers growing food

articles, and lopsided policy interventions. The way the govern-

ment is responding to the issues lack holistic approach, and

problems are being responded to on adhoc basis with little tem-

porary success to less number of people than really in need,

which further contribute in exacerbating the cost of living cri-

sis. For example, the food security report of 2022 has calculated

cost of healthy diet in India in 2020 to be 2.970 dollar per day, and

the people unable to afford it were 70.5 per  cent, ie   973.4   mil-

lion   people. However, Modi government provisioned food

grains for only 800 million people while many other essential

needs were unmet. Even   then   due   to   corruption   and

other administrative failures, the food grains did not reach to

all targeted people chiefly because millions of people did not

have documents which government failed to supply. The two

years of the pandemic has exacerbated the situation further

and pushed an estimated 230 million into poverty. The county is

housing largest number of poor in the world who are already

landed into a cost-of-living crisis. The present cost-of-living cri-

sis has now become a global phenomenon, as the UNDP has

said in its report titled "Addressing the Cost-of-living Crisis in

developing countries: Poverty and vulnerability projections

and policy responses". It is therefore, India will need to respond

to the crisis primarily on its own, since the whole world is suf-

fering from this crisis now, and every country has been dealing

with their own problems with great difficulty. The economic

turmoil and human miseries in our neighbourhood in Sri

Lanka should be eye opener for India, and we must heed to the

warning of the UNDP that says, "Sri Lanka's misery should be

warning to us all on global food, fuel, and finance crisis." The

UNDP report on cost-of-living crisis in developing countries has

said that the ripple effects of the war in Ukraine have disrupted

energy and food markets. Among many other factors, supply

chain disruptions and price spikes in key commodities have

been pushing the world towards a precarious inflationary

surge. This will have immediate and devastating effects on

household welfare -with those in poverty and near-poverty typi-

cally hit hardest due to their higher energy and food budget

share- posing significant policy challenges to governments dur-

ing the response. The soaring food and energy prices could

push upto 71 million people into poverty, and the world has only

two options - first, the blanket energy subsidy, and the second,

targeted cash  transfers to the vulnerable. A joint report by UN

FAO, UNICEF, IFAD, WFP, and WHO titled  "the State of Food

Security and Nutrition in the World 2022"  presents  an  alarm-

ing  picture  for  India. We only know by the government claim

that it had made provisions of free food grains for 80 crore peo-

ple out of about 138 crore population. Thus the level of malnu-

trition and related wasting, stunting, anaemia etc might have

been exacerbated to unprecedented level. India thus needs a ho-

listic approach in balancing affordable prices for people as con-

sumer and doing away with price disincentives to farmers to

ensure sufficient food articles production and smooth supply to

the consumers. To deal effectively with the cost of living crisis

needs a holistic approach and comprehensive multi-sectoral

plan in the long term. However, in the meantime consumer sup-

port to target vulnerable group of people is highly desirable.

Direct fiscal support is considered more effective than subsi-

dized selected food items only which cannot ensure required

healthy food and other items, such as essential drugs and med-

ical or educational expenses etc. India immediately  needs  a

comprehensive  social protection programme not only to save

people in great distress due to deepening cost of living crisis,

but also to prevent its social consequences such as general so-

cial unrest and susceptibility of the people in distress to perpe-

trators of evils who exploit the situation for their own benefit.

A National Price Control Policy for all goods and services is im-

perative, but who cares when the policy makers are deriving fi-

nancial gains from profiteers, and in many  case  nexus  be-

tween  the  two  has  already  been exposed.

Soaring food & energy prices 
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Congress MPs holding banner and placards stage a protest march at Parliament House complex to express their solidar-
ity with the party Chief Sonia Gandhi who has to appear before the Enforcement Directorate in connection with the
National Herald case, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Pandemic treaty talks resume 
amidst lurking corporate pressure

PROTEST MARCH

SHOBHA SHUKLA

B ritain has shattered its record for highest temperature
ever registered amid a heat wave that  has  seized

swathes  of Europe  and  the national weather forecaster has
predicted it would get hotter still in a country ill prepared for
such extremes. The heat wave sweeping Europe and setting
record-high temperatures in Britain serves as a wake-up call
for governments and people as well to do more on climate
change. The world  has  been  doping  the  atmosphere  by in-
jecting more and more greenhouse gases into the air.
According to experts, heat waves are becoming  more  likely
and  more  extreme because of human-induced climate
change. The world has already warmed by about 1.1C since the
industrial era began, and temperatures areset to keep rising
unless sharp cuts are made to carbon emissions. The typically
temperate nation was just the latest  to  be  walloped  by  unusu-
ally  hot, dry weather that has gripped the continent since last
week, triggering wildfires from Portugal to the Balkans and
leading to hundreds of heat-related deaths. Images of flames
racing toward a French beach and Britons sweltering even at
the seaside have driven home concerns about climate change.
The nation watched the mercury rise with a combination of
horror and fascination.World Meteorological Organisation
Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said a negative trend of in-
creasing heat waves is expected to continuefor   decades, at
least until the 2060s--independent    of our success in climate
mitigation efforts. In 2020, heat waves caused 2,000  deaths, ac-
cording to the UK's  Health Security Agency (UKHSA). While
the Met Office classifies heat  waves  as  "extreme  weather
events", scientific research shows that it is climate change that
is making them more and more likely all over the world. That
means the chances of the UK's hottest day record being
trumped in the coming years, if not months, are quite   high.
London  streets  saw  less  traffic, as  many heeded advice to
stay out of the sun, and trains ran at low speed out of concern
rails could buckle, or  did  not  run  at  all. The  British
Museum, which  has  a  glass-roofed  atrium, planned to shut
its doors early. And the Supreme Court closed to visitors after a
problem with theair conditioning forced it to move hearings
online. Many  public  buildings, including hospitals, don't
even have air conditioning, a reflection of how unusual such
extreme heat is in the country better known for rain and mild
temperatures. The    capital's    Hyde    Park, normally busy
with walkers, was eerily quiet except for the long lines to take
a dip in the park's serpentine lake.

UK battles worst heat wave

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A ccording to a new analysis
of adults hospitalised with

COVID-19 in Los Angeles between
December 2021 and April 2022,
high blood pressure more than
doubled a person's risk for hospi-
talisation from an Omicron-variant
COVID-19 infection - even in the
presence of full vaccination includ-
ing a booster dose of the COVID-
19 vaccines. Even in the absence
of other chronic conditions like
type 2 diabetes, kidney disease, or
heart failure, high blood pressure,
often known as hypertension, con-
tinued to have an effect on the se-
vere COVID-19 sickness.

According to the study's lead
author Joseph E. Ebinger, M.D.,
M.S., an assistant professor of car-
diology and the director of clinical
analytics at the Smidt Heart
Institute at the Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles,
"These findings are important
since approximately half of the
adults in the U.S. have high blood
pressure." Early in the pandemic,
COVID-19 vaccinations assisted in
reducing mortality as well as some
of the worst side symptoms of the
infection. An observational study
in Israel found that a booster dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine further

reduced the risks of
severe illness by up
to 70%.
Nevertheless, some
people who had re-
ceived the full dose
and the booster dose
still needed to be
hospitalised for
COVID-19 during the
first Omicron variant
outbreak. 

The Omicron ver-
sion, which is still
the predominant type, was dis-
covered for the first time in the
United States in December 2021,
according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Seven Omicron subvariants have
been found as of July 2022. Even
though the study group included
participants who had received the
whole COVID-19 vaccine series
and a booster dose, Ebinger and
colleagues sought to investigate
the features of those individuals
who had COVID-19 cases severe
enough to necessitate hospital
care.

The data revealed that other
older persons without other un-
derlying medical issues are also
at risk, according to Ebinger.

Even if a person does not have
any other significant chronic dis-
eases, a breakthrough Omicron
infection serious enough to re-
quire hospitalisation can affect an
adult of any age, particularly if
that person has high blood pres-
sure. Not always who we assume
they are are the folks who are
most at risk. The discovery that
they are not the sickest of the ill
was unexpected.

During an Omicron surge, be-
tween December 2021 and April
2022, in the greater Los Angeles
area, 912 adults who had received
at least three doses of an mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine (either the
Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines, authorised by

the U.S. Food and
D r u g
Administration) and
were treated for
COVID-19 under-
went a retrospective
cohort study. Age,
gender, race, eth-
nicity, and clinical
data from electronic
health records were
among the demo-
graphic details that
were looked at. The

existence of chronic medical ill-
nesses such as type 2 diabetes,
kidney disease, heart attack,
heart failure, and past chronic
pulmonary obstructive disease or
asthma are examples of critical
clinical traits and variables that
researchers have uncovered.

According to the data, roughly
16% of the 912 people who re-
ceived the three doses of the
mRNA COVID-19 vaccination
needed to be hospitalised.

* The risk of hospitalisation was
found to be increased by advanced
age, high blood pressure, chronic
kidney disease, heart attack, heart
failure, and the interval between
the last immunisation and COVID-
19 infection.

* Even when they had no other
serious chronic health conditions,
people with high blood pressure
were 2.6 times more likely to need
hospital care for a severe COVID-
19 illness.

* Of the 145 patients admitted
to the hospital, 125 (86.2%) had
high blood pressure.

"We need to increase knowl-
edge and comprehension that ob-
taining three doses of vaccination
might not completely protect peo-
ple from developing severe COVID-
19, particularly in those with high
blood pressure. Additionally, more
research is required to determine
the reasons behind the association
between high blood pressure and a
heightened chance of developing
COVID-19 disease, according to
Ebinger.

On how to lower the risks of se-
rious COVID-19 infection, whether,
through more specialised vaccine
regimens, novel treatments, or a
combination strategy, researchers
indicated additional research is
necessary. The biological mecha-
nism underlying the link between
severe COVID-19 and high blood
pressure is another area that re-
searchers believe requires addi-
tional research.

High BP may double Omicron severity risk, even after booster dose
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BRIEF

Rice buying

New Delhi: The
Centre said it will re-
sume procurement of
surplus rice from
Telangana for the cen-
tral pool after its inter-
vention forced the
state government to
restart distribution of
free grains under the
PMGKAY to the poor
from June. Under the
Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY),
the Centre gives 5 kg
additional grains for
free to 80 crore eligible
beneficiaries in the
country under the
National Food
Security Act. The
scheme, launched in
April 2020, has been
extended a couple of
times till September
2022. In the case of
Telangana, the month-
ly foodgrain require-
ment under PMGKAY
is about 96,000 tonnes.

Appointment
New Delhi: TATA
Projects on Thursday
said it has appointed
Vinayak Pai as its
Managing Director.
The company in a
statement said Pai has
taken over the reins
from Vinayak
Deshpande who will
retire after being at
the helm of affairs for
over 11 years. Pai has
over three decades of
experience with lead-
ing engineering and
EPC companies where
he held key positions
across various teams
working towards engi-
neering design, tech-
nology licensing, proj-
ect management, busi-
ness development, and
operations.

‘Pucca’ houses

New Delhi: A total of
61 lakh all-weather
‘pucca’ houses, out of
1.22 crore houses, have
been constructed or
delivered to benefici-
aries under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban’s
(PMAY-U) ‘Housing
for All’ mission,
Union Housing and
Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on
Thursday.

Higher education
New Delhi: Jio
Institute, a multi-disci-
plinary higher educa-
tion institute, was
born out of a dream to
redefine higher educa-
tion in India, said Nita
Ambani as the first
batch started the aca-
demic session at the
institute. Jio Institute,
located in Navi
Mumbai, has started
with two courses and
120 students to begin
with. “Jio Institute
was born out of a
dream I shared with
my husband Mukesh,
to redefine higher edu-
cation in India, and
carry forward the lega-
cy of our founder, my
father-in-law Shri
Dhirubhai Ambani,”
said Nita M Ambani,
founder chairperson of
Reliance Foundation
Institution of
Education and
Research.

FINANCIAL RESULT

Wipro Ltd Managing Director and CEO Thierry Delaporte (2nd L), Chief Financial Officer Jatin Dalal (L),
Chief Growth Officer Stephanie Trautman and Chief Human Resources Officer Saurabh Govil during a press

conference to announce the companys first quarter financial results, at its headquarters in Bengaluru.

New Delhi, Jul 21: 

The government on
Thursday launched three
schemes to strengthen
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in
the pharmaceutical sector.
Speaking at the launch
event here, Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
noted that the schemes en-
visage technology upgra-
dation, setting up of com-
mon research centres and
effluent treatment plants
in clusters for the pharma
MSMEs. Small companies
should be able to upgrade
their facilities to global
manufacturing standards,
he said.

The chemicals and fer-
tilisers ministry rolled out
the schemes under the ban-
ner of ‘Strengthening
Pharmaceuticals Industry’
(SPI). “I believe the phar-
ma MSME industry will
greatly benefit from the
schemes. The new schemes
have many benefits that
will go a long way in mak-

ing the Indian pharmaceu-
tical industry Atma
Nirbhar, more resilient and
future-ready,” Mandaviya,
who heads both health as
well as chemical and fer-
tilisers ministries, said.
The Pharmaceutical
Technology Upgradation
Assistance Scheme
(PTUAS) would facilitate
pharmaceutical MSMEs
with proven track record to
upgrade their technology.
The scheme has provisions
for a capital subsidy of 10
per cent on loans up to a
maximum limit of Rs 10
crore with a minimum re-

payment period of three
years or interest subven-
tion of up to 5 per cent (6
per cent in case of units
owned by SC/ST) on reduc-
ing balance basis. Similarly,
Assistance to Pharma
Industries for Common
Facilities Scheme (API-CF)
would strengthen the exist-
ing pharmaceutical clus-
ters’ capacity for sustained
growth. It provides for an
assistance of up to 70 per
cent of the approved proj-
ect cost or Rs 20 crore,
whichever is less. In case of
Himalayan and north-east
region, the grant-in-aid
would be Rs 20 crore per
cluster or 90 per cent of the
project cost, whichever is
less.

Pharmaceutical and
Medical Devices
Promotion and
Development Scheme
(PMPDS) would involve
preparation of study re-
ports on topics of impor-
tance for the Indian phar-
ma and medical device in-
dustry.

Govt launches three schemes
for pharma sector MSMEs

Mumbai, Jul 21:
Benchmark indices
bounced back after falling
in early trade on Thursday
and logged the fifth day of
gain amid a decline in
crude oil prices and for-
eign funds inflow. The 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed
284.42 points or 0.51 per

cent to settle at 55,681.95.
During the day, it jumped
340.96 points or 0.61 per
cent to 55,738.49. The
broader NSE Nifty went
higher by 84.40 points or
0.51 per cent to 16,605.25.
Among the Sensex con-
stituents, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj

Finserv, Asian Paints,
Tech Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Axis Bank and
Power Grid were the gain-
ers.

Shares of IndusInd
Bank climbed 7.88 per cent
after the company report-
ed a 60.5 per cent jump in
net profit for the quarter
ended June. Dr Reddy’s
Lab, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank and NTPC
were the laggards. “With
support from FII buying,
the domestic market was
able to withstand the
downward pressure from
global markets to close on
a positive note. Global in-
dices traded lower on rate
hike worries ...,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Markets recover after initial
drop; Sensex climbs 284 points

Mumbai, Jul 21: 

The rupee recovered
from its all-time low of
80.06 to close 20 paise
higher at 79.85 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Thursday following
overall weakness in crude
oil prices and fresh for-
eign fund inflows. At the
interbank forex market,

the local unit opened
lower at 80.03 against the
greenback and fell further
to an intra-day low of
80.06. The local unit re-
couped losses later and
settled at 79.85 (provision-
al), registering a rise of 20
paise over its previous
close.

On Wednesday, the
rupee for the first time
settled below the 80-level
against the US currency
due to strong dollar de-
mand from importers and
fiscal slippage concerns.

The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was
down 0.04 per cent at
107.03.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
4.46 per cent to USD 102.15
per barrel.

Rupee rises 20 paise to close
at 79.85 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jul 21: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
said more than 13 lakh
electric vehicles are regis-
tered in the country ex-
cluding those in Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana and
Lakshadweep. In a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha,
Gadkari said under Faster
Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles (FAME) Phase-II
scheme, 2,877 public EV
charging stations have
been sanctioned in 68
cities and 1,576 EV charg-
ing stations across 9 ex-
pressways and 16 high-
ways. “The number of
electric vehicles in the
country is 13,34,385 (ex-
cluding data of Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,

Telangana and
Lakshadweep, which is not
available in VAHAN 4) as
on 14-07-2022 and a total of
2,826 public charging sta-
tions are operational in the
country, as per the Bureau
of Energy Efficiency,” the
Road Transport and
Highways minister said.
Gadkari said, according to
the World Road Statistics
(WRS) of the International
Road Federation, Geneva,
India recorded 1.5 lakh
road accident fatalities in
2020, which was 26.37 per
cent of total road accidents
recorded in 207 countries.

About 13 lakh electric vehicles
registered in country: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jul 21: Skoda
Auto India on Thursday
said it has introduced new
features in its mid-size
SUV Kushaq to commemo-
rate one year of model
launch in the country. The
updated Kushaq now gets a
tyre pressure monitoring
system as standard across
the range. Besides, all vari-
ants powered by the 1.0 TSI
powertrain are now
equipped with the start-
stop recuperation system
as standard, it added. The
feature has led to improved
fuel efficiency by 7-9 per
cent, the automaker stated.
Furthermore, the interiors
now get a 20.32cm infotain-
ment system with knobs
and buttons for select func-
tions increasing ergonom-
ics and ease of use for the
driver, it said. “The
Kushaq is the hero of
INDIA 2.0 and one year on,

it has been instrumental in
the company climbing one
sales peak after another,
with a legion of happy and
satisfied customers,”
Skoda Auto India Brand
Director Zac Hollis said.
He further said: “In line
with our customer-centric
approach, we use this land-
mark occasion in the
Kushaq’s life cycle to intro-
duce a host of updates that
further enhance the user
experience and all-new

variants providing more
value to our fans and
users.” Under the India 2.0
Project, German automo-
tive group Volkswagen had
announced in 2018 that it
would invest 1 billion euro
between 2019 and 2021 as
part of its strategy to en-
hance its presence in
India. Skoda is responsible
for pressing ahead with
the India 2.0 project on be-
half of Volkswagen Group
since June 2018.

Skoda introduces new features 
in Kushaq as model completes 1 year

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2211::  

Luxury carmaker BMW on
Thursday said it has launched
‘50 Jahre M Edition’ based on
the 5 Series priced at Rs 67.5
lakh (ex-showroom). Produced
at the company’s Chennai
plant, the trim comes in a
petrol variant the BMW 530i M
Sport. Available in limited
numbers, the bespoke model
can be booked exclusively

online from today onwards, the
German luxury carmaker said
in a statement. BMW India had
recently announced that it will
launch 10 exclusive ‘50 Jahre M
Editions’ to celebrate the com-
pany’s M sub-brand that stands
for high-performance cars. The
model comes with 2-litre petrol
engine which churns out maxi-
mum output of 252 hp enabling
0-100 kmph acceleration in just
6.1 seconds.

BMW launches 5 Series
50 Jahre M Edition 

Priced at Rs 67.5 lakh
Mumbai, Jul 21:  

The Board of Directors
of HDFC Bank Limited
approved the Bank’s
(Indian GAAP) results for
the quarterendedJune 30,
2022, at its meeting held
in Mumbai on Saturday,
July 16, 2022. The ac-
counts have been subject-
ed toa ‘Limited Review’
by the statutory auditors
of the Bank.

HDFC Bank reported a
20.91 per cent jump in its
June quarter net profit at
Rs 9,579.11 crore. On a
standalone basis, the
largest private sector
lender’s net profit in-
creased to Rs 9,195.99
crore from Rs 7,729.64
crore in the year-ago peri-
od, but was down from Rs
10,055.18 crore in the pre-

ceding March quarter. Its
total income came in at
Rs 41,560 crore on a stand-
alone basis, as compared
to Rs 36,771 crore in the
year-ago period. Total ex-
penditure increased to Rs
26,192 crore from Rs
21,634 crore, the bank
said in an exchange fil-
ing.

Overall provisions for
the reporting quarter re-
duced to Rs 3,187.73 crore
as against Rs 4,830.84
crore in the year-ago peri-
od, the bank said. The
Bank’s core net revenue
(excluding trading and
Mark to Market losses),
grew by 19.8% to ? 

27,181.4 crore for the
quarter ended June 30,
2022 from ? 22,696.5 crore
for the quarter ended
June 30, 2021.The total

net revenues (net interest
income plus other in-
come) were ?25,869.6
crore for the quarter
ended June 30, 2022.

Net interest income (in-
terest earned less interest
expended) for the quarter
ended June 30, 2022 grew
by 14.5% to ?19,481.4 crore
from ? 

17,009.0 crore for the
quarter ended June 30,
2021, driven by advances
growthof22.5%, deposits
growth of 19.2% and total
balance sheet growth of
20.3%.

Core net interest mar-
gin was at 4.0% on total
assets, and 4.2% based on
interest earning assets.
We continued to add new
liability relationships at
a robust pace of 2.6 mil-
lion during the quarter.

HDFC Bank Q1 net profit 
jumps 21 pc to Rs 9,579 crore

New Delhi, Jul 21:

Retail inflation for farm
workers and rural labour-
ers rose to 6.43 per cent
and 6.76 per cent, respec-
tively, in June due to high-
er prices of certain food
items.

In June last year, the re-
tail inflation for farm
workers stood at 3.83 per
cent and that for rural
labourers was at 4 per
cent.

The All India Consumer
Price Index for
Agricultural Labourers
(CPI-AL) was at 1,125
points while the
Consumer Price Index for
Rural Labourers (CPI-RL)
stood at 1,137 points in
June 2022. On an annual
basis, both are marginally
higher. In May, CPI-AL was

at 1,119 points while CPI-
RL stood at 1,131 points.
“Point to point rate of in-
flation based on the CPI-
AL (Consumer Price
I n d e x - A g r i c u l t u r a l
Labourers) and CPI-RL
(Rural Labourers) stood at
6.43 per cent and 6.76 per
cent in June 2022 com-
pared to 6.67 per cent and 7
per cent, respectively in
May 2022,” the labour min-
istry said in a statement
on Wednesday.

As per the latest official
data, food inflation for
agricultural labourers and
rural labourers was at 5.09
per cent and 5.16 per cent,
respectively, in June this
year. This is higher com-
pared to the readings of
2.67 per cent and 2.86 per
cent, respectively, record-
ed in the year-ago period.

Retail inflation for farm,
rural workers rise in June

Chennai, Jul 21: 

In a constant endeav-
our to reaffirm ISUZU’s
commitment to provide
best service and owner-
ship experience, Isuzu
Motors India will be con-
ducting a nation-wide
‘ISUZU I-Care Monsoon
Camp’ for its range of
ISUZU D-MAX Pick-ups
and SUVs.

This service camp is
aimed at offering cus-
tomers exciting benefits
and preventive mainte-
nance checks for a has-
sle-free driving experi-
ence during the season
across the country.

An initiative of ‘ISUZU
Care’, the Monsoon camp
will be organised across
all ISUZU authorised
dealer service outlets, be-
tween  July 25th to
August  2nd, 2022 (both

days inclusive). During
this period, customers
can also avail special of-
fers & benefits for their
vehicles.

The Monsoon Camp
will be organised at all
authorised service facili-
ties of ISUZU located in
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Bimavaram, Bhuj,
Calicut, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Delhi,
Dimapur, Gandhidham,
Gorakhpur, Gurugram,
Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Indore, Jaipur,
Jalandhar, Jodhpur,
Kochi, Kolkata, Kurnool,
Lucknow, Madurai,
Mangalore, Mehsana,
Mohali, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Nellore, Pune,
Raipur, Rajahmundry,
Rajkot, Siliguri, Surat,
Tirupati, Trivandrum,
Vadodara, Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam.

Isuzu Motors India to roll-out
‘Monsoon Camp’ across India

New Delhi, Jul 21:  

Government think-
tank Niti Aayog on
Wednesday said India
has a technology stack to
facilitate digital banks
and there is need for cre-
ating a regulatory frame-
work for promoting this.
The Aayog, in its report
titled ‘Digital Banks: A
Proposal for Licensing &
Regulatory Regime for
India’, makes a case and
offers a template and
roadmap for a digital
bank licensing and regu-
latory regime for the
country. India’s public
digital infrastructure, es-
pecially Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
has successfully demon-
strated how to challenge

established incumbents,
it said, adding that UPI
transactions measured
have surpassed Rs 4 tril-
lion in value. “Aadhaar
authentications have
passed 55 trillion. Finally,
India is at the cusp of op-
erationalizing its own
open banking frame-
work. These indices
demonstrate India has
the technology stack to
fully facilitate DBs,” the
report said. “Creating a
blueprint for digital
banking regulatory
framework and policy of-
fers India the opportuni-
ty to cement her position
as the global leader in
Fintech at the same time
as solving the several
public policy challenges
she faces,” it added.

Regulatory framework 
needed for promoting digital

banks: NITI Aayog report

Actress Tanushree Dutta, who raised the subject of
#MeToo in India back in 2018 and started the dia-

logue around sexual assault and misconduct, has
complained of harassment, claiming that theres
a threat to her life. The actress took to her
Instagram to share a picture of herself with a
long note that spoke about how she has been
earlier subjected to health problems and work
sabotage. She started her note with a direct reve-
lation of the threat, "I'm being harassed & tar-
geted very badly. Please someone do some-
thing." She spoke about a maid that was planted
in her house to mess up her health, "First it was
my bollywood work being sabotaged last one year,
then a maid was planted to douse my drinking water
with medications & steroids which caused all kinds
of severe health problems, then when I escaped to
Ujjain in May my vehicle brakes tampered twice &
accident." Nevertheless, the actress survived the
accident and returned to Mumbai to resume work. "I
barely escaped death & returned Mumbai after 40
days to resume normal life & work. Now strange
disgusting stuff in my building outside my flat," she
wrote in her note. Giving an assurance that she
would firmly stand her ground and won't bow
down to the pressure, she wrote, "I'm not going to
commit suicide for sure yeh kaan kholkar sun
lo sab log!! Nor am I leaving & going
anywhere. I'm here to stay & resurrect
my public career to greater heights
than ever before!"

Kareena’s witty
reaction to
pregnancy

rumours:
It’s the
pasta

and wine

Bollywood diva
Kareena Kapoor

Khan has shared a
hilarious response to
rumours circulating
about her third pregnan-
cy.
Kareena, who was holi-

daying in London with her
family, took to Instagram to

respond to the reports
claiming that she is going to

be a mother for the third time.
It all started when a picture of

Kareena from the vacation went
viral, with reports claiming it
showed a baby bump.
She wrote on her instagram
story: "It's the pasta and
wine guys...calm down...I
am not pregnant.. uffa.Saif
says he has already con-
tributed way too much to
the population of our
country...enjoy...KKK."
Saif and Kareena got
married on October
16, 2012. The couple
welcomed their first
son, Taimur in 2016
and their second
son, Jeh in

February 2021.
On the work front,
Kareena currently
awaits the release
of 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' starring
Aamir Khan. She is
also set for her
digital debut and
will be seen in an
OTT project
directed by
Sujoy Ghosh.

ACROSS

1. Exec's car

5. Implant

10. Thought

14. Dry

15. Brink

16. Weight unit

17. Temperance

19. Standard

20. As well

21. First man

22. Large mammal, for short

23. Jacket part

25. Verse writer

27. Paid out

29. San Francisco vehicle (2 wds.)

33. Not this

34. Not often

36. Lime drink

37. Tatters

38. Love, in Florence

39. Pack away

40. Purpose

41. Makes amends

42. Present!

43. Treat with drugs

45. Expressed anger

46. IX

47. Friend (Sp.)

49. Burn with hot water

52. Skirt opening

53. Motel units (abbr.)

56. Volcanic rock

57. Ambition

60. "Once ____ a time..."

61. Depart

62. Poet ____ Pound

63. Patch up

64. Relieved

65. Not shallow

DOWN

1. Tibetan monk

2. Press

3. Between 40 and 60 (hyph.)

4. Certain poem

5. Elude

6. Copper, e.g.

7. Hat edge

8. Id's partner

9. Cozy room

10. Light

11. Hard candy

12. Marshal Wyatt ____

13. Munitions, for short

18. Enthralled

22. Ship's wheel

24. Colony insects

25. Pedro's father

26. Reed instruments
27. Stroke a guitar
28. Stage
29. Exact copy
30. Classify
31. Love dearly
32. Marry again
34. The Devil
35. Act the ham
39. Thick carpet
41. Tart
44. Away from the coast
45. Film legend ____ Hayworth
47. Breathing
48. Bogged down
49. City eyesore
50. ____ Cod
51. Stratford-upon-____
52. Resorts
54. Additional
55. Crisp cookie
57. Brewery product
58. Caspian ____
59. Media mogul ____ Turner
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You may end up scaring people with your
dramatic, emotional outbursts, Aquarius.
Your behavior is likely to be erratic. The
smallest things could set you off on a crazy
tirade. The root of these issues probably
has to do with a need to be loved, and you
feel like others don't give you the attention
you think you deserve. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You might surprise a few people with your
words and actions, which could seem out
of character for you, Pisces. Don't be sur-
prised if you don't think or act like your
normal self. There is a streak of the odd-
ball inside you that wants to have its day
in the spotlight. Let that part of you shine
through by wearing your plaid pants with
a polka dot shirt and furry orange hat. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You could feel like a giant wrecking ball
that's anxious to break down existing
structures. Perhaps you're upset about a
new development in your town, the
country's political system, or the power
structure within your home. Regardless
of the exact reason, you're certain that
change needs to happen in order to
make progress. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Keep pen and paper close by, Taurus, and
have the number of the patent office on
hand. You're apt to come up with some
original ideas that could be revolutionary.
You're likely be more intrigued by gadg-
ets and electronic devices than usual. You
have the power to make cunning observa-
tions about how things work. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have endless ideas streaming
through your head but little patience to see
any of them through to the end, Gemini.
Perhaps you're so busy jumping from one
thought to the next that you don't take any
of them far enough to know whether or not
they're worth pursuing. Write thoughts
down as they come to you, and go over them
later when your mind is in a quieter state.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's OK to change your opinion, Cancer.
You may pride yourself on being the
solid one who always has an answer or
knows exactly where to go. You may
look upon others as flaky, indecisive, or
fickle. It's important that you not shut
down your thinking after making a
decision about something. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel a strong need to express
your individuality, Leo. You don't want to
blend into the herd, unseen as you walk
down the street. You want to be the sheep
with the blue wool, the person skipping
instead of walking. Find a place or group
that lets you be yourself and not worry
about what other people think about your
style. Your originality is inspiring. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Going with the flow may not necessarily
appeal to you today, Virgo. This is one
time when you may want to be the fish
swimming upstream while the school
heads downstream. Feel free to go your
own way regardless of what others have
to say about it. You may get pressured by
your loved ones to act a certain way or go
somewhere special. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There are a few emotional surprises
coming your way, Libra. You might act a
certain way under normal circumstances,
but today you're apt to take a completely
different route. Perhaps you don't know
why you suddenly feel comfortable about
a situation that you'd normally be quite
skeptical about. Nevertheless, this feel-
ing is possible. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You're apt to need emotional freedom,
Scorpio. Perhaps you sense that you're
being coerced or manipulated into feeling
a certain way and feel trapped in the sit-
uation. If you can distance yourself,
you're likely to see that you're indeed get-
ting caught up in someone else's drama.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Take inventory of your habits and behav-
iors, Sagittarius. Look to certain patterns
and note the ones that do and don't work
for you. You'll more than likely feel an
urge to break free from repetition and
create new paths that allow for other
opportunities to come along. You may not
even be consciously aware that in many
ways you're beating a dead horse. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel smothered by certain indi-
viduals and loved ones who hang on you
like barnacles on a rock, Capricorn. You're
a big part of their emotional support sys-
tem and they rely on you for strength.
Today, however, you could get frustrated
by this extra weight. You'll more than like-
ly want to rip those barnacles off in order
to give you more breathing room. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Tanushree Dutta complains of harassment,
threat to life in long Insta post

S
hubhangi Atre, who
plays Angoori Bhabi
in &TV's Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, has at-
tained superlative fandom
for her dedication and
hard work to make every-
one laugh with her cult
comedy show. Recently,
the talented actress suf-
fered a severe muscle
spasm in her back while
lifting her hydraulic bed
at home. The doctor sug-
gested she rest and ad-
vised her to take extra pre-
cautions while moving to
recuperate at the earliest.

Shubhangi Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabi in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par hai, re-
veals, “I suffered a serious
injury in 2010, and even

now, the injury bothers
me.

When I lift something
heavy by accident, I get
muscular spasms and fric-
tion in my back. I attempt-
ed to move my hydraulic
bed a few days ago when I
realized the spring had
broken. As a result, the en-
tire bed weight fell on my

back, causing immense
pain. I couldn't move for
three or four hours, and
the pain became unbear-
able. Later, I saw a doctor,
who advised three days of
bed rest and provided
painkillers and other med-
icines. He advised me to
be extremely cautious and
to never lift anything
heavy ever in my life”.
The actress has returned
to the set of Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai and adds, “I love
shooting and can't stay at
home for too long. So, I dis-
cussed my situation with
our producer, Binaiferr
Kohli, and the production
team is planning the
shoot, keeping my condi-
tion in mind.

‘Angoori Bhabi’ gets injured

T
wo most popular
and adored reality
shows on Sony

Entertainment Television
are coming together for a
super ‘fun-tabulous’ week-
end filled with ‘comedy’
and ‘melody’! So, get ready
and block your calendar
for Saturday, 23rd July
starting 7:00 pm onwards,
as for the first time ever
the ‘Comedy ke Funkar’
from India’s Laughter
Champion and Superstar
Singer 2’s ‘Best Bache
Ever’ will come together
to entertain viewers for a
magical evening filled
with 7x Entertainment, 7x
Fun & 7x Dhamaal. While
Superstar Singer 2 con-
testants will be serenad-
ing the contestants of
India’s Laughter
Champion with some
amazing songs, the come-
dians on the other hand
will leave no stone un-

turned to make everybody
laugh out loud to their
amusing antics. Joining
the esteemed panel of
super judges, Himesh
Reshammiya, Alka
Yagnik and Javed Ali will
be the laughter queen,

Archana Puran Singh, the
judge of India’s Laughter
Champion. Making the
‘Super Sangam’ episode
extra special will be the
Maverick musician,
Niladri Kumar and Ace di-
rector, Imtiaz Ali.

Imtiaz Ali gifts a ‘Rockstar
Jacket’ to contestant Chetanya

S
tars Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and Akshay
Kumar, who will be

seen on the upcoming
episode of 'Koffee With
Karan', grooved to the pop-
ular track 'Oo Antava' from
the film 'Pushpa: The Rise'.

A clip of the two dancing
on the number, originally
picturised on Samantha
and Allu Arjun, was
shared on the Instagram
page of Disney+ Hotstar.

The two guest stars of
filmmaker Karan Johar's
show were seen doing the
hook step of the number,
which was released on
January 7 and currently
has 272,289,880 views. The
caption of the video reads:

"The cool and the killer
raising temperature in the
house!" The teaser of the
third episode was unveiled
on Tuesday. Akshay made
his entry in true Khiladi
fashion, carrying the
show's debutant Samantha

in his arms. The episode
marks his third appear-
ance on the show.

The new episode of
'Koffee with Karan' Season
7 will drop on Disney+
Hotstar on Thursday at 7
p.m.

Akshay, Samantha groove on 
‘Oo Antava’ in ‘Koffee With Karan’

B
rining the audi-
ence, a fresh and
refreshing content

Star Bharat is bringing a
brand-new show ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ star-
ring Iqbal khan and
Rachana Mistry in lead
roles. While Iqbal plays
the role of Dev in the
show, he sheds some light
on his character and
shares his experience.

He says, “The role
comes very natural to me
as I’m playing a charac-
ter of my age which is
very comfortable. Dev as
a character is a very in-
spiring person in nature
and I would like to adapt
his qualities and be like
him in my real life. He is
someone who worships
his work, treats women
with utmost respect and

believes in women em-
powerment. He also re-
spects his values and be-
lieves in being a good
human being and these
qualities are very inspir-
ing to me. I hope the
viewers will love my
character and adapt
some good qualities from
him”. Na Umra Ki Seema
Ho is love Drama which
will be a fresh air of
breath for the viewers
and will be a change for
the audience as the plot
showcase a love-story
with age no bar. The audi-
ence will experience
some new content which
will also change their
perspective in a new way.

Stay tuned to Star
Bharat to watch ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ from
26th July.

‘I want to be like
my character Dev’
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Trinidad, Jul 21 (PTI):

India's fringe players
will get valuable game
time in a format fighting
for context when Shikhar
Dhawan leads the team in
the three-match ODI series
against the West Indies, be-
ginning here on Friday.

Ben Stokes' surprise an-
nouncement from ODIs
has fuelled the growing de-
bate on hectic internation-
al scheduling, especially
bilateral cricket. The pre-
mier English all-rounder
made it clear that playing
all three formats regularly
is not sustainable any-
more.

Sandwiched between
Tests and T20s, ODI cricket
has been jostling for space
for a while now.

West Indies came to
India for three ODIs and as
many T20s in February
and the two teams meet
again for a total of eight
limited overs games (five
T20s). In a T20 World Cup
year, ODIs anyway assume
less significance but play-
ers who will be getting the
opportunity in the absence
of senior players would be
eager to make an impact.

Dhawan, who plays only
the ODI format, will lead

India for the second time
in his career with regular
captain Rohit Sharma rest-
ed from the series.

M o h a m m a d
Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah, Rishabh
Pant, Hardik Pandya
and Virat Kohli have also
been rested. The England
series showed that it is
tough for anyone who
doesn't play at the highest
level regularly. Dhawan,
who is known for his con-
sistency, looked far from
his best.

It will be interesting to
see who opens alongside
Dhawan in the series-open-
er. Shubman Gill has been
brought back into the
team. He and Dhawan
make a left-hand right-
hand combination but the
others in the squad who
could open include Ishan
Kishan and Ruturaj
Gaikwad. The team man-
agement will have a hard

time picking the middle-
order. The in-form Deepak
Hooda is expected to bat at
number three and
Suryakumar Yadav is also

a certainty in the playing
eleven, which leaved the
management to decide
among Shreyas Iyer and
Sanju Samson.

Pressure will be on Iyer,
who was once again found
wanting against the short
ball on the England tour. In
the absence of Hardik,
Shardul Thakur is the
pace bowling all-rounder
option for India.

The pitch here tends to
aid the spinners so it is ex-
pected that Yuzvendra
Chahal will play in all
three games alongside
Ravindra Jadeja. The third
spin option is Axar Patel.

West Indies are smart-
ing from their 0-3 loss at
home in the ODIs against
Bangladesh. All-rounder
Jason Holder has made a
comeback and will give
much needed balance to
the side, led by Nicholas
Pooran. The Caribbean
side would like to improve
upon one crucial aspect.
They have struggled to
complete their 50-over bat-
ting quota in recent times.

Since the 2019 World
Cup, they have managed to
bat full 50 overs just six
times in 39 innings and
that should be a concern
for the side.

India to test fringe players
as ODI series kicks off vs WI

Taipei, Jul 21 (PTI):

Talented Indian shuttler
Tanisha Crasto registered
straight-game wins to enter
the quarterfinals of
women's and mixed doubles
competition at the Taipei
Open Super 300 tourna-
ment here on Thursday.

Former Commonwealth
Games gold medallist
Parupalli Kashyap also en-
tered the last eight round
but Mithun Manjunath and
Kiran George missed out
after suffering narrow de-
feats in the men's singles
second round.

Tanisha and Ishaan
Bhatnagar, seeded sixth,
beat Chinese Taipei's
Cheng Kai Wen and Wang
Yu Qiao 21-14 21-17 to enter
the mixed doubles quarter-
finals. The 19-year-old
Dubai-born Tanisha, who
had represented Bahrain in
her junior days, then com-
bined with Shruti Mishra
to get the better of local
hope Jia Yin Lin and Lin
Yu-Hao 21-14 21-8 in a
women's doubles second
round tie that lasted 22 min-
utes. Tanisha and Ishaan
will face Malaysia's Hoo

Pang Ron and Toh Ee Wei
next in mixed doubles,
while either Taipei's Kuo
Yu Wen and Wang Yu Qiao
or Hong Kong's sixth seeded
Ng Tsz Yau and Tsang Hiu
Yan will be their opponent
in women's doubles.

On a comeback trial,
Kashyap, seeded third, pre-
vailed 21-10 21-19 over
Chinese Taipei's Chia Hao
Lee to set up a clash against
Malaysia's Soong Joo Ven.

In other results, Mithun
and Kiran suffered heart-
breaking losses, while
Priyanshu Rajawat too
failed to cross the second

round hurdle. Mithun, who
had finished runners-up at
Orleans Masters Super 100
tournament, fought for an
hour and four minutes be-
fore going down 24-22 5-21
17-21 to Japan's fourth seed
Kodai Naraoka.

Odisha Open champion
Kiran's gallant fight ended
with a 21-23 21-16 7-21 loss to
top seed and world number
4 Chou Tien Chen in 58
minutes.

Priyanshu, who was part
of India's Thomas Cup win-
ning team, suffered a 19-21
13-21 loss to Chen Chi Ting
of Chinese Taipei.

Munich, Jul 21 (PTI):

Paralympic medallist
Singhraj Adhana won two
gold on the final day as
India produced their best-
ever performance at the
Para Shooting World Cup,
finishing with 10 medals
here.

Singhraj's twin medals
propelled India to the top
of the medal table, their
best performance since
taking part in the competi-
tion for the first time in
2017. In total, India won six
golds, three silvers and
one bronze.

France (11) and Ukraine
(15), took the second and
third place, having won 4
and 3 gold respectively.

On the final day of the
event, Tokyo Paralympic
silver medallist Singhraj,
who initially qualified in
the fourth place, rode on
his steady rounds of shoot-
ing to score 224.1 points
and eventually clinched
the gold.

Ukraine's Oleksiy
Denisiuk, settled for silver
with 216.2 points, while
Korea's Jeongdu Jo won
bronze after scoring 193.9.

Before the individual
event, Singhraj teamed up

with compatriots
Deepender Singh and

Manish Narwal to take the
team gold. The individual

gold was also Singhraj's
first ever in the P4 event
after several silver and
bronze medals.

"I am very happy to fi-
nally win a gold in this
event. I wanted to win it in
Chateauroux 2022 in
France but had some tech-
nical glitches. I am happy
that I could execute my
plans in Munich,"
Singhraj said in a release.

"I would like to thank
my coaches for the suc-
cess." Earlier, India started
off its Para Shooting
World Cup campaign on a
brilliant note with Rahul
Jakhar clinching gold in
P3-Mixed 25m Pistol SH1
event. Jakhar also com-
bined with Singhraj and
Nihal to take the team gold
with a total of 1695-36x
ahead of Korea and the
Czech Republic.

Shooters Manish
Narwal and Rubina
Francis followed it up with
another gold in P6 - Mixed
Team 10m Air SH1 Pistol
event.

The Indian Para
Shooting team will next be
in action at the World
Championships in
November slated to be
held in Al Ain, UAE.

Munich Para Shooting World Cup

India record best-ever 
finish with 10 medals

Paralympic medallist Singhraj Adhana, who won two golds on the
final day, as India produced their best-ever performance at the
Para Shooting World Cup finishing with 10 medals, in Munich,
Thursday, July 21.

TAIPEI OPEN

Twin delight for Tanisha,
Kashyap too win

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Sumit Nagal on Thursday
made a comeback to the
Indian Davis Cup team for the
away World Group I tie against
Norway while doubles special-
ist Divij Sharan was dropped
after falling behind in the
pecking order.
Expectedly, country's number
one singles player Ramkumar
Ramanathan (ranked 196),
Prajnesh Gunneswaran (295),
Sasikumar Mukund (431), Yuki
Bhambri (571), doubles expo-
nent Rohan Bopanna (21) have
been named in the team as
the Nandan Bal-led selection
committee picked four spe-
cialist singles players.
Arjun Kadhe (519) and
Sidharth Rawat (566) are
ranked above Yuki but if the
Delhi player is to use his
Protected Ranking, he would
be in top-100. And going by
the class of Yuki, it only makes
sense to have a player of his
calibre in the side.
Of the six players, one would
be named a reserve by captain
Rohit Rajpal after assessing
conditions in Norway and it
will be a five-member unit
that will compete on
September 16 and 17. Most
likely, Sasikumar, who is yet
play a Davis Cup tie, will be a
reserve player.
Sumit Nagal, who underwent a
hip surgery in November 2021,

began competing on the cir-
cuit from April this year. In
eight tournaments this season,
Nagal has won four matches.
The 24-year-old player from
Haryana last played a Davis
Cup tie against Croatia in
March 2021 and missed the
subsequent matches against
Finland (September 2021) and
Denmark (March 2022).
"The courts are expected to
be slow in Norway, so Sumit
comes into play there. Slow
courts suit the game style of
Sumit. If courts are faster we
have the option of Yuki and
Ramkumar. So we have to
have four singles players in
the side," Nandan Bal told PTI.

Sumit Nagal returns to
Indian Davis Cup team

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI):

Star shuttlers, including
PV Sindhu, will chase indi-
vidual gold medals but dou-
bles would also be under the
spotlight as India aim to re-
tain the mixed team title and
continue their consistent
run at the Commonwealth
Games.

Ever since Dinesh
Khanna claimed India's first
badminton medal -- a bronze
at the quadrennial event in
1966 -- the country has accu-
mulated 25 medals, includ-
ing seven golds, riding on in-
dividual brilliance.

In the last edition at Gold
Coast, Indian players were
on fire, claiming an unprece-
dented six medals, including
two gold.

In the individual event,
the coveted yellow metal will
again be a target not only for
double Olympic medallist
Sindhu but also for world
championships silver and
bronze medallists Kidambi
Srikanth and Lakshya Sen
respectively. Chirag Shetty
and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy too will be keen
to change the colour of the
silver they won on their
CWG debut in 2018. However,

more than individual
medals, the focus this time
will be on India's perform-
ance in the mixed team
event. At Gold Coast, a
young Indian team had man-
aged to pull the rug from
under the feet of the mighty
Malaysians to emerge as
champions for the first time.

Overall, India still ranks
third in the list of medallists
with England (8-times win-

ner) and Malaysia (5-time
champions) taking the top
two spots with 109 and 64
medals so far.

India thus has a long way
to go to emerge as a domi-
nant force but they would
like to prove that 2018 was
not a fluke as they open their
campaign in Group 1, com-
prising of minnows
Australia, Sri Lanka, and
Pakistan.

Badminton at CWG

Focus on Sindhu but doubles key to
India retaining mixed team gold

Toronto, Jul 21 (AP):

Seven-time Grand Slam
champion Venus Williams
has been given a wild-card
entry into the main draw
of the National Bank
Open next month.

She will compete in
Toronto for the first time
since 2019 and return to
WTA Tour singles play for
the first time since August
2021.

The former world No. 1
and five-time Wimbledon
champion last played
when she partnered with
Jamie Murray of Britain
in Wimbledon's mixed
doubles draw earlier this
month. Williams is a 41-
time WTA singles champi-
on and Olympic gold
medalist. Her sister
Serena Williams was on
the official entry list re-
leased last week for
Toronto, which would
mark her first North
American hard-court
event in two years, and
comes of the heels of her

first-round exit at
Wimbledon in June. Asked
after that defeat whether
she would play again, the
40-year-old Williams said
she didn't know. The three-
time champion in Toronto
last played there in 2019,
when she retired because
of back spasms in the final
against Bianca Andreescu
of Canada. Andreescu

beat Serena Williams a
month later in the final at
the U.S. Open, for which
Toronto is considered a
tuneup event. Andreescu
also received a top-20 wild
card for the National Bank
Open. Three more wild
cards will be distributed to
Canadian players closer to
the start of the tourna-
ment, which runs Aug.

Venus Williams added as wild
card for National Bank Open

Eugene, Jul 21 (PTI):

Indian javelin thrower
Annu Rani qualified for
the World Championships
finals after coming up
with a throw of 59.60m on
her last attempt, here on
Thursday.

Annu was on the verge
of an early exit after start-
ing with a foul throw and
then managing a below
par 55.35m in her second
attempt but managed to
send her spear to 59.60m,
which was well below her
season's best but good
enough to push her into
the finals.

She finished fifth in
Group B qualification
round and made it to the fi-
nals as eighth best across
two groups on the fifth day
of competitions.

The 29-year-old national
record holder failed to
touch the 60m mark but
has the chance to make
amends in the finals on
Saturday (6:50am IST). She
has a season's and person-
al best of 63.82m.

Those who touched
62.50m mark or 12 best per-
formers across two groups
made it to the finals. Only
three competitors could
get past the automatic
qualification mark of
62.50m.

Season leader Maggie
Malone of USA failed to
make it to the finals after
finishing 12th in Group B
and 22nd overall with a
best throw of 54.19m while
defending champion
Kelsey-Lee Barber of
Australia made it to the

medal round as fifth-best
performer with an effort of
61.27m.

Annu has qualified for
her second consecutive
World Championships fi-
nals in her third appear-
ance in the showpiece.

She had finished eighth
in the finals with a best
throw of 61.12m in the last
edition in 2019 in Doha.
She could not qualify for
the finals in 2017 in
London after finishing
10th in her qualification
group.

Javelin thrower Annu Rani qualifies for
second straight World C’ships finals

London, Jul 21 (PTI):

Star India batter
Cheteshwar Pujara contin-
ued his incredible form and
hit a double century on cap-
taincy debut for Sussex to
put his side in a command-
ing position against
Middlesex here.

Pujara, who was
overnight 115, ended on 231
off 403 balls (21x4, 3x6), his
third double and fourth 150-
plus score from 10 innings
for Sussex this season.

Pujara was the last wick-
et to fall for Sussex who
notched up a massive total
of 523 on day two of their
Division Two County
Championships at the
Lord's here.

The Indian Test No 3,
who had made a comeback
to the national side after
some solid performances
for Sussex, earlier scored
203 (334b) versus Durham
and 201 not out (387b)
against Derbyshire.

With 997 runs, including
five centuries from 10 in-
nings, Pujara now averages
an astonishing 124.62 in the

2022 County Championship.
Having come into bat

after Sussex were 99/2 in-
side 35 overs, Pujara batted
for 533 minutes against a
bowling unit that had his
India teammate Umesh
Yadav, Tim Murtagh and
Co. Pujara also became the
first Indian team player to
score a double ton at the
hallowed Lord's, and the
first Sussex player after
118 years to score three
double centuries in a sin-
gle season.

Pujara on song, slams third
double for Sussex this season

Migrants rights cannot be ignored: SC
New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 

Migrants play a very
vital role in building the
nation and their rights
cannot be ignored at all,
the Supreme Court said
Thursday while asking
the Centre to devise a
mechanism so that they
receive food grains with-
out ration cards. The top
court said the welfare
schemes devised by the
Centre should reach a
maximum number of
workers and the state gov-
ernments will have to co-
operate and assist the
Union of India.

"As far as our country is
concerned, two people are
very important. First is
the farmer i.e the agricul-
turist and the second is
migrant workers.
Migrants also play a very
important role in building
the nation. Their rights
cannot be ignored at all.

"Therefore you have to
reach them. They may be
illiterate and may not
know how to avail benefits
of government schemes.
Concerned states will
have to ensure benefits of

the scheme reaches them,"
a bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
said.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Central
Government, informed
the bench that approxi-
mately 27.95 crore unor-
ganised labourers or mi-
grant workers have been
registered as on July 11 on
a portal developed in con-
sultation with the
National Informatics
Centre (NIC) based on the
information given by
states. Elaborating on the
steps taken by the Centre,
Bhati told the apex court
that an e-Shram portal has
been launched aimed to
help people like migrant
workers, construction
workers, etc.

She said that a National
Career Service portal has
been created which is a
one-stop solution that pro-
vides a wide array of em-
ployment and career-relat-
ed services to the citizens
of India. The ASG also ap-
prised the court that the
Government of India has
introduced a pension

scheme for unorganised
workers namely Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-
Dhan (PM-SYM) to ensure
old age protection for un-
organised workers. Bhati
submitted that additional
allocation of foodgrains as
demanded by states is
being looked into and
Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana has been
extended till September.
She said additional grains
can be procured by states
at the Food Corporation of
India.

At this point, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, ap-
pearing for three activists,
Anjali Bharadwaj, Harsh
Mander, and Jagdeep
Chhokar, alleged that the
Centre is asking states to
buy ration at market rates.
Bhushan said the majori-
ty of the workers are de-
prived of rations despite
being registered on the
portal as they don't have
ration cards.

"NFSA covers up to 75
per cent of the rural popu-
lation and 50 per cent of
the urban population
under Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) and priority

households. However, this
number is based on the
census of 2011. There has
been a 15 per cent increase
in the population eligible
for ration cards and they
are deprived," Bhushan
said. The top court took
note of the submission
and asked if poor people
can be deprived of rations
just because the census
has not been carried out.

"You (Centre) are going
by 2011 data and that may
be an injustice to the
needy people and you
should look into it. You
should consider them as
your own brothers and sis-
ters. You will give the ra-
tion to those who have ra-
tion cards, what about
those who are registered
but don't have ration
cards?

"You have to think it
over and come up with a
solution so that maximum
workers are benefitted.
You have to fix the criteria
and introspect on this. All
efforts should be made by
the state governments so
that migrants have ration
cards. we cannot shut our
eyes," the bench said.

Last rites of murdered DSP performed 
Hisar, Jul 21 (PTI): 

The last rites of the
Haryana DSP who was
mowed down by a truck in
Nuh were performed with
full state honours on
Thursday at Hisar's
Sarangpur village, his 
native place.

Tauru DSP Surendra

Singh was killed on
Tuesday when a truck he
had signalled to stop in
Haryana's Nuh district
drove into him. The DSP
had gone to Pachgaon near
Tauru to conduct raids
against illegal mining in
Aravalli hills. The body was
buried as per customs of
the Bishnoi community, to

which the officer belonged.
Singh is survived by his
wife, a married daughter
and a son. The last rites
were held in the presence of
senior officials. Haryana
Assembly Deputy Speaker
Ranbir Gangwa, Congress
MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi and
Haryana's Director General
of Police P K Agrawal were

among others present.
Earlier this morning, the
body of Surender Singh
was brought from the Hisar
Civil Hospital to his native
village. The Haryana gov-
ernment on Thursday de-
cided to conduct a judicial
probe into the killing of the
DSP by mining mafia in the
state's Mewat region. The

Nuh police had on
Wednesday arrested the
truck driver allegedly in-
volved in the killing. Sabbir,
alias Mittar, the key ac-
cused in the case, was ar-
rested from Rajasthan's
Bharatpur district. He was
arrested following the ques-
tioning of Ikkar, another ar-
rested accused in the case.
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Kanwariyas carry holy water as they walk down a road during their pilgrimage in the
auspicious month of Shravan, in New Delhi, Thursday.

KANWAR YATRA

With full state honours at his native place

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuull  2211
((PPTTII))::  TMC will
abstain from
the upcoming
vice presiden-
tial election as
it does not
agree with the
way the

Opposition candidate was decid-
ed without keeping the party in
the loop, senior leader Abhishek
Banerjee said on Thursday. NDA
has nominated former West
Bengal governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar as its candidate for the
election. Opposition parties on
Sunday decided to field former
Rajasthan governor Margaret Alva
as their joint candidate for the
poll. "There is no question of sup-
porting the NDA candidate, espe-
cially Jagdeep Dhankhar. But after
today's meeting with party law-
makers, it has been decided that
we will abstain from the vice pres-
idential election," Banerjee, the
Trinamool Congress national gen-
eral secretary, said.

TMC to abstain
from VP election:

Abhishek

Play very important role in nation-building


