
Tributes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Congress on Wednesday
paid tributes to former
chief minister Sheila
Dikshit on her third death
anniversary at the party
office here. Her son
Sandeep Dikshit, Delhi
Congress president Anil
Kumar and former MLA
Anil Bhardwaj were
among those who paid
homage to Delhi's
longest-serving chief min-
ister, party officials said. 

Diverted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Go First
flight heading from Delhi
to Guwahati was diverted
to Jaipur after the
A320neo aircraft's wind-
shield cracked mid-air,
aviation regulator DGCA
officials said. This is the
third incident of technical
malfunction on a Go First
aircraft in two days.

Threat calls
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A senior TV
journalist has approached
the Delhi Police saying he
received threat calls and
demanded security, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
According to police, they
received a complaint from
a leading daily news chan-
nel, following which the
Special Cell unit has initi-
ated a threat assessment.
This is not the first time
the journalist has received
such a threat, sources said.

Postponed
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The second
session of the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE)-
Main has been postponed
and will now begin from
July 25 instead of July 21,
the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced
on Wednesday. The NTA
did not cite any reason
for the postponement of
the crucial exam.

Attacked
PPaattiiaallaa:: Six inmates here
allegedly attacked the
assistant jail superinten-
dent of the central jail,
who had gone to search
the barracks on
Wednesday. Police said a
case has been registered
against the accused,
including Amanpreet
Singh, Gurdeep Singh,
Sukhdeep Singh and
Jagdeep Singh. 

Seized
PPaallgghhaarr:: Police have
seized gutka and other
banned tobacco products,
collectively worth Rs 8.72
lakh, after raiding a
godown at Wada in
Maharashtra's Palghar
district, an official said on
Wednesday. 
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A student plays amid monsoon
rains, in New Delhi,

Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Jul 20:

The government has
given "in-principle ap-
proval" for 10 per cent
reservation in the Central
Armed Police Forces like
the Central Reserve Police
Force and Border Security
Force for 'Agniveers' after
their service in the mili-
tary, the Rajya Sabha was
informed on Wednesday.

Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
also said that a whopping
30.41 lakh candidates ap-
peared against 60,210 posts
of constables in the
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs).

"An in-principle ap-
proval has been given for
reservation of 10 per cent

of vacancies for ex-
Agniveers in the recruit-
ment to the post of consta-
bles (general duty) and ri-
fleman in the CAPFs and
the Assam Rifles.
Relaxation in upper age
limit and exemption from
the physical efficiency test
will also be given,” he said,
replying to a written ques-
tion. The Centre on June 14
had unveiled the ambitious
'Agnipath' scheme for the
recruitment of youths
aged between 17-and-a-half
years and 21 years in the
Army, the Navy and the
Air Force, largely on a four-
year short-term contractu-
al basis. Those recruited
under the scheme will be
known as 'Agniveers'. After
the completion of the four-

year tenure, 25 per cent of
the recruits from each
batch will be offered regu-
lar service.

There have been protests
by job-aspiring youths
against the scheme.
Subsequently, the Union
home ministry had an-
nounced that 10 per cent
vacancies for recruitment
in the CAPFs or the para-
military forces will be re-
served for the 'Agniveers'.

The minister said those
who have appeared for the
posts of constables in the
CAPFs, final results of the
examination were declared
by Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) on
January 21, 2021 and
January 28, 2021.

He said a total of 55,913

candidates were provision-
ally selected. Further, in
compliance with various
court orders, revised re-
sults of 237 candidates
were also declared by the
SSC. Thus, a total of 56,150
candidates have been pro-
visionally selected against
vacancies of the said ex-
amination.

Rai said out of the 56,150
selected candidates, offer of
appointments have been is-
sued to 55,047 candidates as
per force allocation done
by the SSC and remaining
1,103 candidates could not
be issued offer of appoint-
ments due to various rea-
sons such as mismatch of
bio-metrics, verification of
permanent resident certifi-
cate, and caste certificate.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

India on Thursday will
know who will succeed in-
cumbent Ram Nath
Kovind to become the
country's 15th President,
as counting of votes for
the presidential election
begins at 11am at the
Parliament House here.

Ruling NDA's Droupadi
Murmu and Opposition's
Yashwant Sinha are pitted
against each other in the
contest, with votes clearly
stacked in favour of
Murmu, who, if elected,
will be the first tribal
woman to occupy the top
constitutional post in the
country.

Kovind's tenure is end-
ing on July 24 and the new

president will take oath on
July 25. With ballot boxes
from all states having
reached the Parliament
House, poll officials are
ready for the counting in
room number 63, the
strongroom of Parliament
where the boxes are guard-
ed behind a round the
clock security.

Rajya Sabha Secretary
General P C Mody, who is
the Chief Returning
Officer for the poll, will

oversee the counting
Thursday, the result of
which is likely to be de-
clared by the evening.

Mody will first brief on
the poll trends after all
votes of MPs have been
counted, and then again
after votes of 10 states in
alphabetical order have
been counted.

Sources said he will
brief once more on the
poll trends after votes of 20
states have been counted,
and then finally declare
the result after the total
counting.

All ballot boxes from
state assemblies had
reached the Parliament's
strongroom on Tuesday
evening and have been
locked there since. The
ballot boxes had been
flown into the national
capital as Mr Ballot Box'
from across the states.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Wednesday said the peti-
tions filed by the Shiv Sena
and its rebel MLAs during
the recent Maharashtra po-
litical crisis raised constitu-
tional issues including split,
the merger of a political
party, defection, and disqual-
ification which may require
consideration by a larger
bench.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana, mean-
while, extended the opera-
tion of its July 11 order by
which it had asked
Assembly Speaker not to
proceed with a plea seeking
disqualification of MLAs of

the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion as sought by CM
Eknath Shinde group on the
ground of defying the party
whip during the trust vote
and the election of the
speaker. The bench, also
comprising justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli, is-
sued notices on petitions
filed by the Uddhav group
and asked the other side to
file responses and issues by
July 27 for consideration by
a larger bench and fixed
them for hearing on August
1. While a battery of senior
lawyers including Kapil
Sibal and A M Singhvi took
charge on behalf of the
Uddhav faction, the Shinde
group was led by senior ad-
vocate Harish Salve.

"What happens to the ver-
dict of people? The 10th
schedule, meant to stop de-
fection, has turned topsy-
turvy and has been used to
instigate defection," Sibal

said, adding that the protec-
tion against disqualification
is available in case of a
merger and not in the case
of the split of a party.

Salve replied saying,
"Heavens do not fall if a
chief minister is changed.
Let us get into if the speaker
was appointed as per law
and not on the crisis of
democracy and all that...
Raising a voice within the
party without crossing
'Lakshman Rekha' is not an
act of defection."

Some of the issues, conse-
quences of removal of para-
graph three (of 10th sched-
ule) and absence of split
concept, whether a minority
party leader has right to dis-
qualify party leader, these
are some of the issues. If
you can cull out the issues,
we can decide how to pro-
ceed, the CJI said, adding
that at the moment he was
thinking aloud .

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted inter-
im bail to Alt News Co-
founder Mohammad
Zubair in all the FIRs
lodged in Uttar Pradesh
against him concerning
his alleged derogatory
tweets saying it finds no
reason or justification for
the deprivation of his lib-
erty to persist any further.

The top court said that it
is a settled principle of
law, that "the existence of
the power of arrest must
be distinguished from the
exercise of arrest and the
exercise of the power of
arrest must be pursued
sparingly."

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and AS Bopanna
said that fairness to
Zubair would require that

the entirety of the investi-
gation into all the FIRs be
clubbed together and
should be handled by one
and the same investigating
authority. It said "the over-
lap between the allega-
tions in the FIRs, emanat-
ing as they do, from the
tweets of the petitioner
(Zubair) would only go to
emphasise the need for a
consolidated as opposed to
a piecemeal investigation
by a diverse set of law en-
forcement agencies."

Lucknow, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Signs of trouble are visible in
the second consecutive term
of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adiyanath with
state ministers making dis-
senting voices against the
functioning of the govern-
ment. After the expression of
anger by Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak and
suspension of senior officials
in the Public Works
Department headed by Jitin
Prasada, a fresh crisis erupted
on Wednesday when Jal Shakti
Minister Dinesh Khatik offered
to quit, alleging that he is
being ignored by officials.
Khatik expressed his desire to
resign through a letter
addressed to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The letter

has surfaced on social media.
Earlier in July, Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak had
vented his ire over transfers
made in his Health Department
in his absence and had sought
an explanation from Additional
Chief Secretary (Medical and
Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
over the violation of the trans-
fer policy. With the matter put-
ting the state government in an
embarrassing situation, the
chief minister constituted a
three-member committee to
look into the report.
Adityanath cracked the whip
and ordered suspension of five
senior officials, including
Public Works Department
(PWD) minister Jitin Prasada's
OSD over irregularities in the
department. The controversies
provided enough ammunition
to the main opposition
Samajwadi Party, Congress and
the BSP to attack the state
government.

Amritsar/Chandigarh, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Two gangsters allegedly
involved in the killing of
singer Sidhu Moosewala
were killed in an en-
counter by the Punjab
Police in Amritsar on
Wednesday, an officer said.

Gangsters Jagroop
Singh Roopa and
Manpreet Singh alias
Mannu Kusa were killed
in the operation that last-
ed for around five hours
and ended at around 4 pm,
he said.

"Both have died in the ex-
change of fire," Additional
Director General of Police

Pramod Ban told reporters
in Amritsar. Ban, who

heads the Anti-Gangster
Task Force (AGTF) of the

Punjab Police, said an AK-
47 and a pistol have been re-
covered from the gang-
sters. A bag has also been
recovered but it will be ex-
amined by a forensic team,
the ADGP added. "With the
help of local police, we
tried to surround them at a
building. They died in the
exchange of fire," Ban said.
When asked about injuries
to policemen, he said three
of them were injured in the
encounter but they were
out of danger.

Roopa and Kusa were
hiding at a building in
Bhakna village near the
India-Pakistan border in
Amritsar. They were ab-
sconding after
Moosewala's killing, Ban
said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The government is ready
for a debate in Parliament
on price rise once Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recovers from
COVID-19, the BJP assert-
ed on Wednesday and tar-
geted Rahul Gandhi, say-
ing he may be "unproduc-
tive politically" but should
not hurt the legislature's
productivity.

Union ministers Piyush
Goyal, Pralhad Joshi and
Smriti Irani hit out at op-
position parties as both
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha saw little transac-
tions for the third straight
day due to their protests on

the issues of price rise and
the imposition of GST on
many pre-packaged and la-
belled food items. Both
Goyal and Joshi noted that
it is Sitharaman who will
reply to a debate on the
matter and asserted that
the government is willing
for the discussion as de-
manded by the opposition
once she recovers and is
back in Parliament. They
refuted the opposition's
charge that the govern-
ment is running away from
a debate and attacked the
Congress, the largest oppo-
sition party. "The Congress
has a destructive attitude
towards democracy. It was
exposed from Jairam
Ramesh's tweet that the
Congress was successful in
not allowing the House to
function," Goyal, who is
the Leader of House in

Rajya Sabha, told reporters
outside parliament.

The government is not
running away from any de-
bate, he said. Joshi said the
Congress is not interested
in a constructive debate
but in "destructive dam-
age". He said the opposi-
tion should follow the pro-
cedure for having the de-
bate. The Rajya Sabha
Chairperson and the Lok
Sabha Speaker have also
expressed their readiness
for the discussion but the
opposition should follow
the norms, he said.

Earlier in the day, Irani
launched a sharp attack on
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi over his party
members' vociferous
protests in Parliament
leading to frequent ad-
journments in both
Houses.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Eknath Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena has
written to the Election
Commission (EC), seeking
allocation of the party's
bow-and-arrow poll sym-
bol to it.

In a communication to
the EC, the Shinde faction
has claimed to be the real
Shiv Sena and cited the
recognition granted to it
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar.

At least 40 of the 55 Shiv
Sena MLAs in
Maharashtra declared
support to rebel leader
Shinde, who was sworn in
as the chief minister of
the state on June 30.

On Tuesday, Shinde an-
nounced the name of

Rahul Shewale as the
party's floor leader in the
Lok Sabha and that of
Bhawna Gawli as its chief
whip.

The Lok Sabha speaker
granted recognition to
Shewale as the leader of
the Shiv Sena in the Lower
House of Parliament.

The claim over the sym-
bol assumes significance
as the Supreme Court di-
rected the Maharashtra
State Election
Commission on
Wednesday to notify elec-
tions to local bodies within
two weeks.

Elections are due in sev-
eral civic bodies in
Maharashtra, including
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), which would indi-
cate which Sena faction
gets popular support.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The railways has placed a pur-
chase order for 39,000 wheels
for LHB coaches from Chinese
manufacturer Taiyuan at a
rate that is more than one per
cent higher than that offered
by a Ukrainian firm, the gov-
ernment informed Parliament
on Wednesday.
In a written reply to a question
in the Lok Sabha, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the purchase order for
39,000 wheels for LHB coaches
has been placed by the Indian
Railways with Taiyuan, China
against a global tender. "Due
to the present war crisis
between Russia and Ukraine,
the supplies against the ongo-

ing contracts on the firms
from Russia and Ukraine were
affected. Earlier, Letter of
Acceptance (LoA) for 30,000
wheels for LHB coaches was
issued on M/s KLW with manu-
facturer based in Ukraine.
"Subsequently, M/s KLW
invoked force majeure clause
due to inability to supply on
account of war crisis in
Ukraine and formal purchase
order could not be issued to
Ukrainian firm," Vaishnaw
said.
He said the deal with the
Chinese firm was struck to
tide over the crisis of wheels
for LHB coaches. The minister
added that the Chinese firm is
registered with the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) for wheels for LHB
coaches, in accordance with
the land border policy of the
government of India.

IN-PRINCIPAL APPROVAL

‘10% quota for Agniveers
in central forces’

Country to know 15th
Prez of India today

̈ Counting begins 
at 11 AM

Kovind had become
the President after
polling 7,02,044 votes out
of a total of 10,69,358
votes, while his rival
Meira Kumar polled
only 3,67,314 votes.

Kovind polled 
7,02,044 votes

SC grants bail to Zubair in
all cases, disbands SIT

Dissenting voices in
Yogi’s second term
̈ Minister resigns,

another in Delhi 

SENA VS SENA IN SC

‘Heavens don’t fall if CM is changed’
̈ Pleas filed by 

Sena, rebel MLAs
raise constitutional
questions

I-DAY PREPARATION

Workers prepare the Indian national flags, to be distributed ahead of Independence Day
on August 15, at Laxmipati Sarees Textile Manufacturing company, in Surat, Wednesday. 

Two gangsters involved in Moosewala murder killed
̈ In encounter 

in Amritsar

Punjab Police personnel at the site of an encounter in which two
gangsters Jagroop Singh Roopa and Manpreet Singh alias Mannu
Kusa, suspected to be involved in the killing of singer Sidhu
Moosewala, were killed, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

Rlys places order for
wheels from Chinese firm
̈ To pay 1.68 pc 

higher compared to
deal with Ukraine

DISCUSSION ON PRICE RISE

Ready for debate once FM recovers: BJP
̈ Rahul should not

try curbing Parl’s
productivity

Shinde faction stakes claim
over Sena’s poll symbol
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: Under the aegis of
the Department of Health,
District Hospital, Durg, Chirayu
Scheme is being run for children
through the District Pediatric
Diagnostic Center for early iden-
tification of diseases and early
medical intervention. At this
centre, treatment and therapy
facilities are available in the cen-
ter for children from birth to 18
years. In this center, training and
counselling are given to parents
and their families by pediatri-
cians, physiotherapists, den-
tistry, special education, speech
therapy and hearing tests.

Under this scheme, a district
level camp was organized for the
screening of heart disease and
other diseases. In this camp, or-
thopedic surgeon from District

Hospital Durg, Dr Akhilesh
Yadav, Ophthalmologist Dr
Alpana Agarwal, ENT Specialist
BL Markam, Dentist Dr Kanchan
Gupta, Pediatrician Dr Samitraj
Prasad, Medical Officer Dr
Hansa Yadav, SMC Cardiologist
from Heart Institute and IVF
Research Center Dr Ajay
Chaurasia and Dr Tushar
Malewar made significant con-
tribution in the camp and provid-
ed treatment and counseling to

34 children. 
In this camp, 16 children of

heart disease identified by vari-
ous Chirayu teams and 14 chil-
dren from Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center Patan and
Durg were eco-checked out of
which 6 children have been iden-
tified for surgery. Apart from
this, 4 children were found with
developmental delay and sick-
ling, who were given therapy
and medical advice.

CCoonnffeerrss  tthhee  ''BBaarrooddaa  SSuunn
AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  AAwwaarrddss''  ttoo  ffiivvee
iinnddiivviidduuaallss  //  ccoommppaanniieess  ffoorr  tthhee
ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  mmaaddee  ttoo  tthheeiirr
ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  tthhee
ccoouunnttrryy  

TThhee  tthheemmee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBaannkk''ss
111155tthh  yyeeaarr  iiss  ‘‘EEnnhhaanncciinngg  TTeecchh,,
EEnnrriicchhiinngg  LLiivveess’’

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: Bank of Baroda
(Bank), one of India's leading
public sector banks, celebrat-
ed its 115th Foundation Day on
July 20, 2022. To mark this im-
portant milestone, the Bank
conferred the 'Baroda Sun
Achievement Awards 2022' to
five inspirational individuals/
companies who have made
significant contributions in
their respective fields, had a
substantial impact on society
and inspired others through
their journey.  

The theme for the Bank's
115th Foundation Day is
"Enhancing Tech, Enriching
Lives", underscoring the piv-
otal role that technology plays
at the Bank in increasing cus-
tomer convenience, delivering
better and more personalised
service, automating processes,
preventing fraud and deepen-
ing customer relationships. In
2021, the Bank launched 'bob
World' - a full-service mobile
banking platform that offers
95% of the retail services of
the bank and has over 23 mil-
lion activated users till date.  

On the occasion of the
Bank's 115th Foundation Day,
Sanjiv Chadha, Managing
Director & CEO, Bank of
Baroda said, "This is truly a
landmark occasion. The Bank's
Foundation Day is an oppor-
tune time to reflect and look

back on the Bank's accom-
plishments, but also more im-
portantly, to look ahead to the
future. We have a rich legacy,
one that is built on our cus-
tomers' trust. To add to that,
over the years, the Bank has
undergone multiple strategic
transformations, keeping pace
with the ever-evolving needs
and aspirations of its cus-
tomers. With bob World at the
centre, we are bringing a
world-class banking experi-
ence at their fingertips." 

The Bank also felicitated its
brand endorsers and India's
sporting icons, PV Sindhu and
Kidambi Srikanth at its 115th
Foundation Day celebrations.
Various programs were organ-
ized on this occasion in all the
offices and branches of the
bank located in India and
abroad.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: Action is
going on in urban bodies
and rural areas under the
Roka-Chheka campaign.
More than 650 stray cattle
have been caught in urban
bodies. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
reviewed the implementa-
tion of Rokachheka and
other subjects during a
meeting held on Tuesday.

The Collector said that
the civic bodies should con-
tinue to work to remove
stray cattle from the roads
in urban areas. This will re-
duce the chances of road
accidents. The Collector

said that at present the
work of keeping such cattle
in the Corporation areas is
being done. A separate
place can also be marked
for this purpose. The
Collector said that in
Jandarshan also com-
plaints regarding stray cat-
tle have come from some
colonies.

He instructed the offi-
cials to take action on these
complaints and keep moni-
toring the situation contin-
uously. The Collector said
that the government has is-
sued orders for conducting
the Roka-Chheka campaign
in rural areas also. He
asked the officials to keep

working in compliance.
The Collector said that the
purchase of cow urine
would also start in the dis-
trict in a few days. He asked
the concerned officials to
prepare infrastructure for
this project also. He in-
structed the officials to

keep a special watch on the
implementation of the
NGGB scheme. The
Collector also reviewed the
status of resolution of the
applications received at
Jandarshan and through
other means. He said that
all the applications should

be resolved within the time
limit. He heard every single
application of all the de-
partments and reviewed
the action taken on it.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan, Bhilai
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, Durg
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers
were present.

Collector said that on the
occasion of Independence
Day, people should be asked
to hoist the Tricolour in
their homes. Apart from
this, flag hoisting will also
take place in major public
places, he said. He said that
great enthusiasm regard-

ing Independence Day
should be reflected in Durg
district. For this, publicity
is to be done in the corpora-
tion areas and other areas
of the district.

Collector said that the
cases of Covid are increas-
ing rapidly in the district.
Considering the situation,
it is necessary to be on alert
mode. At present, more
than five hundred active
patients are in the district.
The number of tests has
been increased. Along with
this, contact tracing has to
be monitored. All hospitals
should have the necessary
preparations for the treat-
ment of Covid patients.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: Raksha
Team of Durg Police con-
ducted a workshop and
gave safety tips to girl stu-
dents at Uday Prasad
Uday Government
Polytechnic College in
Durg. They were made
aware regarding women
empowerment and
crimes against women.
Detailed information was
given about the
Abhivyakti App.

After coming to know
about the significant fea-
tures of Abhivyakti App,
the college girls stated
that they will get this App
downloaded in the mobile
phones of their mothers
and sisters.

Under the guidance of
Superintendent of Police,
Durg, Dr Abhishek
Pallava and supervision of
A d d i t i o n a l

Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar, a
women awareness work-
shop was organized at
Uday Prasad Uday
Government Polytechnic
College, Durg. More than
100 girl students and teach-
ers attended this work-

shop.
Deputy Superintendent

of Police (IUCAW) Shilpa
Sahu detailed the students
and teachers about the
crimes related to women,
cyber crimes, domestic vi-
olence, Abhivyakti App,
POCSO Act, etc. Assistant
Sub Inspector Sangeeta
Mishra from Raksha
Team guided the students

to download Abhivyakti
App in their android
phones and explained to
them about the use of this
mobile application in ad-
verse situations. More
than 100 students includ-
ing the In-charge Principal
Dr Taji Chacko and cultur-
al in-charge Dr Rachna
Singh and teachers were
present.

Collector to conduct daily 
monitoring of revenue matters

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: In view of the
sensitive nature of the public
problems in the Revenue
Department, the Collector has
decided to conduct daily moni-
toring of the status of disposal
of applications. The Collector
chaired a meeting of the rev-
enue officers and instructed
that the revenue officers would
give information about the ap-
plications resolved and new
applications received on that
day.  The officials must seri-
ously work on the pending ap-
plications which are beyond
the deadline. First of all, the
revenue officer will give its sta-
tus and clarify why it was de-
layed. In this report, informa-
tion about all the stages will
have to be given. 

For example, how much time
was taken for evidence, in how
many days did the reply was re-
ceived, in how many days did
the Patwari provide his report,

etc. This will help in fixing ac-
countability. The Collector saw
the reasons for the pending
cases on the dashboard. He
raised objections for some rea-
sons. One case was stalled due
to the long absence of the ap-
pellants. The Collector said that
if the appellants are not pres-
ent, the administration will not
wait for long. There is a time
limit to resolve the cases and
the work must be completed
within the time frame. He said
that every issue should be re-
solved with transparency and

with accountability within the
stipulated time frame. The
Collector also directed for strict
action on illegal plotting.

The Collector said that it is
top priority to settle the cases
on time in a qualitative manner.
For this purpose, the SDM
should conduct a meeting of
Tehsildars every fortnight. The
discussion in the meeting
should not be on the number of
cases but it should be case by
case. This will open the way for
speedy disposal of cases.

The Collector said that the

cases which are pending for
more than two years are to be
solved within a time frame of
one month. Accordingly, the
hearings should be conducted
daily instead of weekly. Cases
should be settled expeditiously
so that people can get relief.

Collector said that the gov-
ernment has done a great job
to update the records. Despite
this, the records which could
not be updated will have to be
updated. For this purpose, an
amount will be provided
through DMF. The Collector
said that maximum use of
technology has to be made in
the Revenue Department to
improve the facilities in public
interests. Collector said that
there are not enough employ-
ees in the revenue department
yet. Work is being done by the
government to resolve this
problem. Soon there will be a
sufficient number of data
entry operators and clerks in
all the courts.

NHSRC team appreciates Block
Public Health Unit, Patan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: A team
from Government of
India's technical resource
institute - National Health
Systems Resource Centre
(NHSRC), New Delhi re-
cently conducted a visit to
Nation's first Block Public
Health Unit and Hamar
Lab in Patan. NHSRC
Executive Director Major
General (Professor) Dr
Atul Kotwal, Dr Mayank
Dwivedi from Center for
Disease Control USA
India, Subject Specialists
of NSHRC New Delhi, Dr
Abhyuday Tiwari from the
state visited the
Community Health
Center, Patan. BMO
(Patan) Dr Ashish Sharma
gave detailed information
about the sub-unit Block
Public Health Laboratory,
Hamar Lab, HMIS Cell
and Service Delivery Cell
operating in the Block
Public Health Unit. The
team also inspected vari-
ous services of
Community Health
Center, Patan.

Major General Dr Atul
Kotwal took stock of the

facilities and services
available for the patients
at the Community Health
Center Patan and congrat-
ulated the team for provid-
ing the best facilities. He
said that the entire 100%
bed occupancy rate in a 30
bedded health institution
shows the appreciable
work of the hospital. 54
types of lab tests available
in the lab and lab samples
collected from
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar clinic to Hummer
lab is also a very good ini-
tiative towards universal
health care. 100% report-
ing in the IHIP portal in
Integrated Disease

Surveillance of P Form, L
Form, S Form from all the
Sub-Health Centers,
Primary Health Centers
and Community Health
Centers in the Block is
also showing the disease
surveillance in the Block
in detail.

He also gave his tips for
further qualitative im-
provement in services.
BPM Poonam Sahu, BDM
TL Sahu, Jeevan Yadav,
Laxmi Narayan, Vivek
Sahu and Satyam Srivas,
Shweta Bharadwaj,
Saraswati Verma, Ramesh
Kumbhakar and other
staff were present on the
occasion.

Car with youth’s body fished 
out from River Sheonath

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: On the
third day of rescue and
search operations, a car
with a youth's body was
fished out from River
Sheonath on Wednesday.
As per the statement of
the eye witness, the rescue
operations are on to
search other possible pas-
sengers of this car.

Police are also exploring
the angle of suicide in this
incident. Top cops of the
District as well as the
forensic experts are exam-
ining the car which has

been recovered from the
flooded Sheonath.

The person found in the
Maruti Swift car bearing
registration number
CG04-LW-1177 has been
identified as Nishat
Bhansali, a resident of
Tikrapara, Raipur.
According to preliminary
information, he was a
Chartered Accountant and
was very upset for the last
two weeks due to some rea-
son.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a fisherman had
seen a car falling into
River Sheonath in Durg on

the intervening night of
Monday. The car was trav-
elling from Rajnandgaon
towards Durg.

While entering the lim-
its of Durg city, the car
took the route of the old
bridge of River Shivnath
instead of the new one. As
the river was flooded and
water had reached the
danger level of the old
bridge, police had closed
the road with barricades.

But the passengers of
the car removed the barri-
cades and tried to travel
across the old bridge. The
car plunged into the river

from this bridge after mov-
ing a few yards. NDRF and
SDRF launched intensive
search and rescue opera-
tions on Monday.

About five boats and
four dozen men of NDRF
and SDRF conducted the
search operations. The
divers faced a lot of diffi-
culty in searching the ve-
hicle amidst heavy water
flow.

On Wednesday, the local
fishermen performed
some religious rituals be-
fore starting the search op-
erations. After some time
they found the car on the

river bed. On the basis of
their information, the
divers of NRDF and SDRF
entered into the river and
confirmed that there was a
white coloured car in the
river.

They struggled a lot to
tie the vehicle ropes after
which the car was pulled
out with the help of a
crane. Forensic team ex-
amined the car and the
body minutely. On the
other hand, search and
rescue operations are on
as the witness of the inci-
dent had seen more than
two people in the car.
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‘Will install Abhivyakti in Mom’s
mobile too’, say college girls

Over 650 stray cattle caught under Roka-Chheka campaignChit Fund fraud victim
approaches Collector for help

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: People who have
been cheated by chit fund com-
panies are reaching Collector
Jandarshan with their com-
plaints. Many people who have
invested in Sanskar Dhani Infra
Housing Limited Company and
Sahara India are feeling cheated
and are approaching the authori-
ties to protect their investments.
One such person complained
that he had been duped of Rs
6.25 lakh by Sanskar Dhani
Housing Limited. He informed
the Collector that he was an em-
ployee of BSP and had invested
an amount of Rs 6 lakh in this
housing limited company in
2015. He got fixed interest till
2016. After getting regular re-
turns during this period, he in-
vested another Rs 25000 in CRP.
But after 2016, the company
stopped paying interests and
soon the company vanished. The
aggrieved investor approached
the Consumer Forum and an
order was passed in his favour.
The Forum ordered the company
to return the money to the in-
vestor within a period of one
month. The victim complained
that he has not received any pay-
ment yet.

Another investor complained
against Sahara India Company.
The victim stated that he had in-
vested his entire life savings in
the Sahara Q Shop Unique
Product Range Limited scheme

of Sahara India Company with
the hope of getting profit and a
happy life in old age. Today, the
applicant needs money for med-
ical treatment but he has no
money and is waiting for justice.
The Collector listened to the
problems of both the applicants
and assured them to take legal
action according to the situation.
Collector forwarded the com-
plaints to the concerned officer.

To give a new direction to the
administration, Jandarshan has
become an effective medium. In
this episode, an application from
ward number 13 of Risali
Municipal Corporation also ap-
proached the Collector from the
point of view of road safety. The
applicant demanded for expedit-
ing the construction work of
Maroda to Utai in Patan Road of
the district. He demanded con-
struction of dividers for smooth
vehicular movement on the
roads and installation of radium
stickers on the road to avoid ac-
cidents at night.

He has also made a demand
for lighting arrangements at ap-
propriate places in the road.
Keeping in view the public wel-
fare, he demanded to check the
presence of animals on the road
so that the accidents could be re-
duced. Taking cognizance of the
application, the Collector for-
warded it to the concerned offi-
cer for ensuring better works in
this road construction project.

BoB marks 115th Foundation Day by
felicitating citizen path breakers 

Six children identified for surgery 
at Chirayu Medical Camp
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WATER LEVEL RISING

With heavy rains in the last one week in and around Raipur, the water level in city’s
lifeline – Kharun River is rising and attracted visitors to have a look.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 20 : The prin-
cipal opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday created din in
Chhattisgarh Assembly
seeking clarity from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
over alleged
“Constitutional crisis”
over Cabinet Minister TS
Singh Deo resigning from
the Panchayat & Rural
Development Department
while claiming he was
being side-lined.

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant initial-
ly adjourned the proceed-
ings for 10 minutes and
later for the day amid up-
roar by the BJP.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, the  BJP MLAs
demanded a statement
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
House over the issue,
claiming there was a con-

stitutional crisis in the
state as a minister had
himself expressed no con-
fidence in the govern-
ment’s functioning. BJP
MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ajay
Chandrakar and other
party legislators claimed a
minister had levelled alle-
gations against the chief
minister and that it was a
serious issue.

As per constitutional
arrangements, the cabinet
and the executive are an-
swerable to the legislature
but the state government
has failed on this front,”
they said. Either the min-
ister concerned (Singh
Deo) or the CM should
come up with a statement
in the House on the issue.
In the absence of Singh
Deo, the CM should speak
on it, the BJP MLAs said.
They said that Singh Deo
in his letter to Baghel
claimed he was not being

allowed to work freely and
expressed no confidence
towards the CM.

The BJP members said
even the minister has
claimed that a committee
headed by chief secretary
was constituted to approve
work of the panchayat de-
partment against the Rule
of Business, and a conspir-
acy was hatched to stage a
strike by employees work-
ing under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA). It is
against the Constitution
and the rule that a chief
secretary give the final
nod to a minister, they
said. However, Assembly
Speaker Charan Das
Mahant asked under
which rule the opposition
members were raising the
issue. How has a letter
written by a minister to
the CM become a matter of
constitutional crisis? he
asked.

The Assembly has not
received any communica-
tion so far regarding the
acceptance of resignation
of any minister, Mahant
said. Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik and
other opposition members
said further proceedings
of the Assembly should
not be held until the issue
is settled and the CM
comes up with a statement
in the House. Amid the

din, the House was ad-
journed for 10 minutes.

After the proceedings re-
sumed, the opposition
members again raised the
issue demanding a state-
ment from CM Baghel.

Meanwhile, the Speaker
said Singh Deo has in-
formed the Assembly of-
fice that he will not be
present in the House on
July 20 and 21 and as-
signed Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar to ad-
dress the issues pertaining
to his departments in the
House. The Speaker then
asked Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ravindra
Choubey to make a state-
ment, to which the opposi-
tion members objected
and sought a statement
from the CM which led to
pandemonium in the
House. Amid the noisy
scenes, the Speaker ad-
journed the House for the
day.

Assembly adjourned amid din as BJP
seeks clarity on ‘Constitutional Crisis’

Raipur, Jul 20: 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment on Wednesday in-
formed the state Assembly
that the time given to a pri-
vate firm for completing
works under the Bharat
Net project was extended
six times and it has been
issued a show-cause notice
for the delay.

In a written reply to a
question by senior BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that under the
phase II, 5,987 village pan-
chayats were to be con-
nected through an optical
fiber network for broad-
band connectivity within
a year. “The work was al-
lotted to Tata Projects Ltd
on July 18, 2018....Till May
31 this year, works in 5,036
village panchayats have

been completed while a
timeline of one year has
been set to cover the re-
maining 951, the CM said
in the reply.

The time given to com-
plete the target was ex-
tended six times and the
agency was also issued a
show-cause notice for not
meeting the target within
stipulated time, he said,
adding that “action is
under process.” As of May
31 this year, the Central

government’s share in the
project was Rs 2,464.14
crore while the state’s
share was 112.82 crore, the
reply added.

The Bharat Net project
seeks to connect village
panchayats with high-
speed Internet. In the first
phase, around 4,000 pan-
chayats in Chhattisgarh
were covered, a state gov-
ernment official told PTI.

Under phase-2, optical
fibre lines could not be
laid mostly in the villages
located in reserve forest
areas due to pending Right
of Way (RoW) clearances
required from the forest
department, he said.

The state forest depart-
ment has written to the
Union Ministry of
Environment and Forest
seeking guidance in this
regard, he added.

‘Notice given to agency for delay’
In carrying out Bharat Net project contract 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 20: With the
objective to hold free and
uninterrupted debate,
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
moved no confidence
motion against the rul-
ing Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

After submitting the
no confidence proposal
has been submitted to
the Assembly
Secretariat, the Leader
of Opposition Dharmlal
Kaushik said that the
ruling Congress govern-
ment has lost the right to
remain in power as it
has failed to deliver the
promises made to the
people in the election

manifesto whereas
crime is on rise across
Chhattisgarh.

Chief Whip of BJP
and MLA Shivratan
Sharma has issued Whip
to the MLAs for the
Monsoon session of
Assembly. Similarly, the
Janta Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) too has
extended support to the
no confidence proposal
against the state govern-
ment.

However, the political
move of the opposition,
would not create any im-
pact on the fate of the
ruling Congress as it has
71 member in the 90-
member Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
whereas the BJP and
JCC(J) have combined
strength of just 17.

BJP moves no confidence
against Cong govt in VS

Raipur, Jul 20:

National Statistical
Office (NSO), Regional
Office, Raipur is organiz-
ing a State Level Training
Conference to train offi-
cers/employees for
Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey
(HCES) in a private hotel
from July 20 to 22 in which
officials from all National
Statistical Offices (NSO)
located in Chhattisgarh
state viz. Durg, Bilaspur,
Ambikapur and Raipur
will be imparted training.
The state level training
conference of this survey
was inaugurated today by
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General,
National Statistical Office,
Regional Office, Raipur at
Hotel Kingsway,

Telibandha, Raipur by
lamp lighting ceremony.

On this occasion,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General said that
the Household
Consumption Expenditure
Survey is an important
survey, through which pol-
icy-making will be done
for the economic develop-
ment of the country. For
reliable and consistent
data, 15416 rural and
urban samples selected on
the basis of scientific
method will be surveyed at
all India level and 280
rural and urban samples
will be surveyed in
Chhattisgarh state.
Underlining the impor-
tance of data quality, Shri
Sahu urged the trainee of-
ficers and employees that
we can plan in a better

way and can make better
welfare schemes by assess-
ing the current needs only
by means of accurate data.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO), established
by the Government of
India in 1950, conducts
surveys on various socio-
economic subjects
through scientific sam-
pling methods.

The qualified and
trained officers of the
National Statistical Office
collect the data through
specially designed sched-
ules and questionnaires
for these surveys. In the
same sequence, the
Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey will
be conducted by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) from July 01, 2022 to
June 30, 2023 through spe-

cially designed software.
Under this survey, coun-

try wide survey will be
conducted in the urban
and rural areas of the
country, through which
the expenditure being
made by the domestic con-
sumers on various goods
and services will be as-
sessed on the basis of per-
centage of monthly budget
being incurred by the con-
sumers on various goods
and services.

Based on the data re-
ceived, the base year of the
Consumer Price Index will
be revised. In addition, the
data collected from the
survey will be used in the
determination of statisti-
cal indicators related to
standard of living, social
consumption, welfare and
inequalities.

State level training conf on HCES organised 
By NSO Regional office Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::  Police has
nabbed three from an inter-
state gang of thieves on
charges of stealing jewelleries
worth lakh from a jewellery
shop and the purchaser
accused of stolen jewelleries
Brija Nand Mehar R/o Odisha is
still absconding and the police
is searching for him. 

The police has seized 1 Kg
silver jewelleries and cash of
Rs 8900 totalling Rs 70000.A
case under section 457, 380
and 34 of IPC has been filed
against all the three accused.

As per information in this
regard, it was on the interven-
ing night of June 30 and July 1
that thieves strike rich and
broke the lock of Shubham
Jewellers located on Dhamtari
road and had stolen gold and
silver jewelleries worth lakh
and ran away. In order to hide
their identity, in place of the
DVR of CCTV camera, they
took away the set-top box of
Tata Sky.  All three are history-
sheeters and mainly target
jewellery shops in the state.
The accused Sunil Sona had

stolen jewelleries worth lakh
from CG Jewellers under
Tikrapara thana in 2019 and all
three later had stolen jew-
elleries worth lakh from Shri
Krishna Jewellers at Janghel
Complex, Mandi Gate under
Devendra Nagar thana I 2021
as well. All three are history
sheeter having cases regis-
tered in state and in Odisha
and are originally from Odisha
itself. Among the three
nabbed, Hemant Jagat is R/o
Raipur Pandri thana area.

The police is interrogating
all three and sent them on judi-
cial custody and searching for
the fourth accused who is pur-
chase of stolen jewellery from
Odisha.

Three nabbed in theft 
incident at Shubham Jewellers

 Located in
Dhamtari road last
on June 30 night

BJP to gherao VS
on July 26 on law &

order issue
CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200:: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Wednesday
announced to gherao
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on July 26 to register
protest against the growing
crime during the last few
months. Above decision was
taken at the meeting of BJP
Raipur Unit held in presence of
State BJP Vice President
Khoobchand Parekh. Providing
the above information, the
Raipur BJP President Shrichand
Sundrani said that they would
register protest against the law
& order situation in District as
crime is on rise with anti-social
elements freely looting and
attacking people. He said that
BJP would gherao Assembly on
July 26 to register protest
against the Congress govern-
ment. All the senior office-bear-
ers of BJP Raipur unit were
present during the meeting
which chalked out strategy for
the demonstration.

Raipur, Jul 20:

PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar was
gheraoed by the BJP
MLAs over working in
Jal Jeewan Mission
(JJM) and they charged
that under this scheme in
last three years the
state’s share for this
scheme has not being
paid and due to which
the scheme is still incom-
plete. Dissatisfied with
the Minister’s reply, all
the BJP MLAs staged
walkout.

BJP MLA Ranjana
Dipendra Sahu raised the
issue of delay in comple-
tion of target for domes-
tic water connection
under Jal Jeewan
Mission (JJM) in the
state on first day of mon-
soon session of Vidhan

Sabha here on
Wednesday. BJP MLA
Ajay Chandrakar
charged that the contrac-
tors of JJM have not
being made payment for
last 5 months for the
works done under JJM
and it is for this reason
that this scheme is still
incomplete.

In reply to this, PHE
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar said that due to
corona pandemic for two
years there was delay in
the scheme.

On this Ajay
Chandrakar said that the
state government is mak-
ing tall claims that there
is lot of work done in
naxal infested areas of
the state, then why it is
not visible. PHE Minister
said that though influ-
ence of naxals in the re-

gion has reduced, but
they are totally wiped out
and due to which the con-
tractors do not come for-
ward for work.
BJP MLA Rajneesh
Singh said that the
Minister has blamed it
upon the Central govern-
ment but he should also
clarify that the com-
plaints received from
Balrampur, Surajpur and
Dantewada about this
scheme, what action has
been taken thereafter? 

On this PHE Minister
informed that as per the
complaint received
against the officer, he has
been attached to other of-
fice and his departmen-
tal inquiry has been or-
dered.

The Leader of
Opposition in VS
Dharamlal Kaushik

charged that the state
government is trying not
to pass on the benefits of
central’s scheme to peo-
ple of the state and for
which this conspiracy
has been laid. The cen-
tral govt wants to ensure
water supply to each
door and even in the last
summer many were
found facing water crisis.

He charged that there
is open distribution of
funds under this scheme
and due to which CM had
to intervene. BJP MLA
Brijmohan demanded in-
quiry into this matter
through a Vidhan Sabha
samiti. On this issue the
Opposition came down
heavily against the rul-
ing government and dis-
satisfied with the
Minister’s reply staged
walkout.

BJP MLAs stage walkout over JJM issue
Dissatisfied with PHE Minister’s reply

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today inaugu-
rated his renovated office room
in Vidhan Sabha premise. The
interior design of this office of
Chief Minister in the assembly
premise is based on the theme
of rural civilization of
Chhattisgarh and culture of
Bastar. The entrance to the
office room gives the feel of the
entrance of a village house. The
traditional tribal dances of
Bastar have been carved at the
entrance of the office room.
Besides Bastar Art, artefacts
based on forest produce of
Chhattisgarh have also been
engraved on the walls.
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant, Leader of
Opposition Mr. Dharamlal
Kaushik, Parliamentary Affairs

Minister Ravindra Choubey,
Home Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, Public
Health Engineering Minister
Guru Rudrakumar, MLA Mohan
Markam, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Secretary Public Works
Department Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi were present on
the occasion. Chhattisgarh
state’s folk culture, folk dance,
Bastar art and rural lifestyle
have been beautifully incorpo-
rated in the renovation work

CM office in Vidhan Sabha
premise. CM Office has a photo
of Chhattisgarh Mahtari depict-
ing the love and reverence for
the state. The state song ‘Arpa
pari ke dhar..’ is also engraved
on the wall in the meeting hall.
The wall of the room is adorned
with gaur horn, world famous
bell metal artefacts of Bastar
depicting tribal folk dance. The
state of Chhattisgarh is covered
with forests and is full of biodi-
versity, inspired by which ani-
mals and birds have been
shown prominently in the pic-
tures used for the beautifica-
tion of the room. A picture of a
pair of cow-oxen has also been
put on the walls of the room

because cow is a symbol of
faith and oxes are significant
part of agriculture in the state.
On the day of Govardhan Puja,
farmers worship cows and oxen
and decorate them. The doors
of the chamber are designed to
resemble the traditional rural
environment. In addition to the
Chief Minister’s room, a meet-
ing room, two common pas-
sages located in the Vidhan
Sabha have also been fur-
nished. Gaur Mukut used in the
famous Gaur dance of Bastar
has been used as a lamp and
has a bulb installed inside.
Photographs of bell metal arti-
facts have been installed in the
Chief Minister’s office room,
besides two sun-shaped sculp-
tures depicting villagers danc-
ing instead of rays. The logo of
Chhattisgarh government has
been placed behind the chair of
the Chief Minister. The beauti-
fication work of the Chief
Minister’s office room has been
done by the Public Works
Department.

CM’s inaugurates newly decorated office room in Assembly 
 It is based on the

theme of Bastar
culture and the
rural life of Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Aggarwal said that
Expo-22 will be organised by
the Women’s Chamber for the
first time at Niranjan
Dharamshala. It will inaugurat-
ed by Anusuiya Uikey,
Governor of Chhattisgarh.

Mahila Chamber State
President Madhu Arora
informed that Expo-22 is being
organised by Mahila Chamber
for the first time on July 21st
and 22nd  at Niranjan
Dharamshala. It  is a matter of
pride for all the traders of the

state, she added. Women’s
Chamber General Secretary
Pinky Agarwal said that the
Women’s Chamber is involved
in the arrangements for this
huge festival of the expo. On
Thursday, the nature of the
expo will be in front of the pub-
lic, she said. Expo-22 is a
unique initiative by the
Women’s Chamber, where you
will get the material produced
by the manufacturer directly
available for sale, due to which
visitors will get huge  profit on
the purchase. In the expo new
products of home furnishing,
sanitary ware, electronics,
scooters will be on display.
Domestic products like pure

coconut oil, pure sesame oil,
and seasonal items will also be
on display here. 

As the festival of Rakhi is
near, designer Rakhi and deco-
ration material made by men-
tally handicapped children will
be available. Today everyone is
conscious about their health,
for this a stall of Diet
Consultant and Nutrition will
also be there at Expo. Sanitary
items will be on display in an
area of about 1000 sq ft, with
latest products. 

Apart from this latest gar-
ments and other items will also
exhibited in the expo.Even
today people are not aware
about solar panels and they are
not aware of the facilities
being provided by the govern-
ment. Here you will get infor-
mation on this. New electronic
products -  radio, music system
will also be on display here.
Builders have also shown inter-
est in Expo-22. They will inform
their scheme at low interest
rate.

Guv to inaugurate Expo-2022 today
 To be organised by

Women’s Chamber
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Raipur, Jul 20:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave a big gift to
the women SHGs who
played an important role
in promoting organic
farming in the state by
manufacturing Vermi-
Compost, Super Compost
and Super Plus Compost

in Gauthans. Out of the
compost produced by
women’s SHGs, the incen-
tive amount will be given
at the rate of one rupee
per kg and 10 paise to coop-
erative societies in lieu of
compost sold till July 7,
2022. Regarding the distri-
bution of bonuses, an
order was issued by the
Ministry of Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Department
of Biotechnology on July
19. It is worth mentioning
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had ex-
pressed his intention to
grant a bonus to the
women self-help groups
making compost by
Gauthans in lieu of the
compost sold till July 7,
2022. In this regard, vari-
ous orders have been is-

sued by the Ministry of
Agriculture in compliance
with the decision taken in
the meeting of the Council
of Ministers held on July
7, 2022, under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Minister.

Under this order, in lieu
of the quantity of 17.64
lakh quintals of compost
produced by women SHG’s
sold till July 7, 2022,an
amount of Rs.17 crore 64
lakh will be disbursed to
women’s groups. This
amount of incentive will
be granted by the
Chhattisgarh government
from the budget provision
of the Godhan Nyay
Yojana. There is a provi-
sion of Rs 175 crore in the
budget for the year 2022-23
for Godhan Nyay Yojana.

It is worth mentioning

that Godhan Nyay Yojana
was started in the state on
July 20 2020 on the day of
‘Hareli Tihar’. Under this
scheme, cow dung is being
procured from cattle rear-
ing villagers for Rs.2 per
kg in Gauthans. So far,
more than 76 lakh quintals
of cow dung have been
procured, due to which
more than 16.81 lakh quin-
tals of vermicompost,
more than 5.16 lakh super
compost and 18 thousand
924 quintals super plus
compost have been pro-
duced by women groups,
in which a total quantity
of 17.64 lakhs of all three
types of compost has been
sold since then. In lieu of
this incentive, money will
be granted to women
groups and primary coop-
erative societies.

CM announces bonuses for 
compost-producing women’s groups
Bonus has been declared for women’s groups of one rupee and for cooperative societies of 10 paise per kg of compost

 About Rs.17.64 crore
will be paid to
women groups as a
bonus and Rs.1.76
crore to cooperative
societies

 Agriculture 
department issued
order regarding
bonus distribution

Raipur, Jul 20: 

Raipur Automobile
Dealers Association
(RADA) organised the
Annual General Meeting
for the formation of new
executive body of RADA
on July 16. Chief Guest of
the function Vinkesh
Gulati, FADA, Chairman
and special guest was
Amar Parwani,
President, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce.
RADA members and
more than 75 automobile
members of the state
were present in the pro-
gram. Secretary Ravindra
Bhasin welcomed the
guests and I.P.P. member
The program started by
lighting the traditional
lamp followed with
Saraswati Vandana.
Secretary Ravindra
Bhasin welcomed Chief
Guest FADA Chairman,

Vinkesh Gulati, Special
Guest Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce,
President, Amar
Parwani and I.P.P.
Members Mr. Shashank
Shah, Mr. Anil Agarwal
and Mr. Jayesh Pithalia
with floral bouquets. In
this event, President
Manish Raj Singhania,
Vice President Vivek
Garg, Secretary Ravindra

Bhasin and Treasurer
Naresh Patel took over
the stage while greeting
the automobile industry
members and guests pres-
ent. Secretary Savindra
Bhasin presented the
works done by RADA in
two years through slides.
After this, treasurer
Naresh Patel presented
the accounts of his tenure
before the executive body

and  apprised them of the
provisions for the coming
year. In the program, a
new executive body was
formed in Vivek Garg,
dealer of Sawastik Sales
(Yamaha) was elected as
President of RADA, He
been a member of RADA
for the past 14 years.
Ravindra Bhasin (Bhasin
Motors) was elected as
Vice President, Kailash

Khemani (City Honda) as
General Secretary and
Vivek Agarwal (Vandana
Auto) as Treasurer. The
office bearers were elect-
ed  unanimously for next
two years. Manish Raj
Singhania, Former
President of RADA, while
congratulating the elect-
ed office bearers, said
that the way I have re-
ceived everyone’s love
and support, for which I
am very grateful, our
work has become easier
with the guidance of the
Board members of
RADA. Newly elected
RADA Chairman Vivek
Garg met Mr. Manish Raj
Singhania and I.P.P.
Members Mr. Shashank
Shah, Mr. Anil Agarwal
and Mr. Jayesh Pithalia.
He thanked the members
of the board and the
members who were pres-
ent.

New executive body of RADA formed

Vivek Garg,
President, RADA

Ravindra Bhasin, 
Vice President, RADA

Kailash Khemani,
General Secretary, RADA

Vivek Agarwal,
Treasurer, RADA

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::

To create awareness about
the environment, 195 Battalion
of CRPF organised plantaion of
saplings of fruit-bearing and
shaded trees here on
Wednesday at Battalion Hq’s in
Barsoor. On this occasion
Commandant 195th Battalion
CRPF V Pratap Singh cited the
importance of plantation, trees
in ensuring healthy environ-

ment and human life. Along
with this he informed that the
plants and trees absorb the
Carbon Dioxide and releases
the Oxygen for the human
beings. Apart from this he also
cited the importance of bal-
ance of the environment,
Oxygen, climatic balance and
positive effect of plants and
herbs on human life.  On this
occasion he also gave a slogan
‘Jan-Jan tak ye sandesh

pahuchana hein, pratyek vyakti
ko prati varsh ek ‘ped’ lagana
hein aur us ‘ped’ ko bachana
hein’ (masses be passed on the
message to plant one sapling a
year and take care of it as
well).  On this occasion Second
Command Officer of the
Battalion Rajiv Kumar, Vikram
Kuar, Rajesh Kumar Yadav, Dy.
Commandant Jagdev Singh
Yadav, Dy. Commandant and
other officers were present.

Plantation of saplings done to create awareness
By 195th Battalion of CRPF in Barsoor

Raipur, Jul 20: 

Dr. Girish Chandel,
Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, visited Dau
Kalyan Singh
Agricultural College and
Research Center,
Bhatapara, run under the
Agriculture University.

On this occasion, he
discussed with the profes-
sors, scientists and stu-
dents of the college and
gave valuable sugges-
tions. On this occasion,
Dr. Chandel held a review
meeting regarding the
recognition given by the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research to
the colleges run under
the University. On this oc-
casion  he visited the Hi-
Tech Nursery Unit estab-

lished in the field of
Borsi Farm of the college
and appreciated the re-
search work being done
there. He also  planted a
sapling of Rudraksha in
the field of Borsi farm.
On the occasion the
Director Extension
Services of the
University, Dr. P.K.
Chandrakar, the Dean of
the college, Dr. Rajendra
Lakpale and the profes-
sors and scientists of the
college were present.
During the visit of Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish

Chandel to Bhatapara, a
meeting of the advisory
committee of scientists of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Bhatapara, Mungeli and
Bilaspur was organized
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra
Bhatapara. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel gave necessary
suggestions to strengthen
the functioning of Krishi
Vigyan Kendras and
called upon the senior
scientists to prepare an
action plan. He directed
to promote new tech-
niques of agriculture to

increase the income of
small and marginal farm-
ers through Krishi
Vigyan Kendra. Dr.
Chandel stressed on pro-
viding necessary market
to the farmers for food
processing, value addi-
tion and marketing of
manufactured products
to Krishi Vigyan Kendras
to double the income of
the farmers. On this occa-
sion, Dr. Chandel inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed soybean process-
ing unit at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra Bhatapara.

He appreciated the
work being done by
Krishi Vigyan Kendras
and advised Krishi
Vigyan Kendras to work
as incubation centers for
women self-help groups
and farmer producer or-
ganizations. Senior scien-
tists and subject matter
experts of Krishi  Vigyan
Kendras were present on
the occasion.

VC Dr Chandel reviews working of Agriculture College, KVK
 Inaugurated the

newly built soybean

processing unit
Jagdalpur, Jul 20: A
scheme has been made by
the Central Government to
provide financial assistance
to street vendors. This
scheme was named as
‘Pradhan Mantri Street
Vendors Self-Reliant Self-
Sanidhi Yojana’. Now
hoardings are being put up
in the city by claiming this
scheme as a plan that of the
state government by the
Congress. On which BJP
leader Santosh Bafna and
corporator Yogendra
Pandey have said that, keep-
ing in mind the condition of
small traders and for the
poor people who are suffer-
ing from the impact of
Corona epidemic, the Modi
government of the Center
has brought PM Swanidhi
Yojana (PMSY). Under
which bank loan is being
given to the beneficiary
without any guarantee in
the range of Rs 10000 to

50000. The BJP leader
charged that nothing has
been done on behalf of the
Congress for the street ven-
dors of the state like work-
ers of salons, cobblers,
paan-shops, tea stalls, laun-
dry etc. Rather the people’s
representatives from
Congress are trying to woo
them by manipulating the
name of PM Svanidhi
Yojana of the central gov-
ernment, writing only
Svanidhi scheme in the
hoardins and claiming it as
one of their scheme. Duo
charged that Congress gov-
ernment in the state has

done only one thing in the
last four years and i:e mis-
leading the public by claim-
ing the works approved dur-
ing the previous BJP
regime and various
schemes of the central gov-
ernment as their own. He
charged that no fund has
being being provided for
PM Svanidhi Yojana by the
state government level.
They are trying to claim it
as their by putting their
name’s in inaugural stone
for the funds coming from
the center for development
works and putting up hoard-
ings at different places. By

doing so they try to forget
that the public knows every-
thing in black and white. It
is worthwhile to mention
here that first the picture of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been put in the
above hoardings and after
that the pictures of the pub-
lic representatives of the
state have been published.
The presence of the Prime
Minister’s picture in the
above hoardings makes it
clear that this plan has not
been shown to be complete-
ly its own.

Since the Congress State
Government is implement-
ing this scheme in its state,
for this photographs of the
people’s representatives
have been published along
with the photo of the Prime
Minister. It should be noted
that nowhere in the board
has the state government
called the scheme as its
scheme.

State govt trying to gain cheap popularity: Bafna
By claiming Centre’s PMSY scheme as one by state govt

Bilaspur, Jul 20: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that the
personality and leader-
ship of the successful
Prime Minister of the
country, Narendra Modi
is amazing as is his de-
cision-making ability
and the art of amazing
people. He made this
statement on July 20,
2022 at 10 am in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium on
the occasion of a one-day
national seminar organ-

ized on the book
“Modi@20: Dreams
Meets Delivery” written
on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The program started
with lighting the lamp
and offering flowers at
the idols of Maa
Saraswati and Baba
Guru Ghasidas. On this
occasion, the Tarang
Band gave an enchanting
performance of
Saraswati Vandana and
Kulgeet. After welcoming
the guests on stage with
small saplings, the
Coordinator of the na-
tional seminar, Dr.
Ashwini Kumar Dixit,
Associate Professor,
Botany Department gave
the welcome address and
Co-coordinator, Prof.
Sushil Kumar Shahi,
Associate Professor,
Department of Botany
launched the theme of

the seminar “Modi@20:
Dreams Meets Delivery”.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that he
was proud to have the op-
portunity to serve
Chhattisgarh as the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University. The Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi
has redefined the princi-
ples of execution and
management of works
within the time limit. His
personality has the quali-
ty of co-operation and co-
ordination with purpose-
fulness, and just behav-
ior. He has started public
welfare schemes with the
ideal spirit of nation
building and
‘Vasudaivakutumbakam’
. National Education
Policy-2020 has started
an effort to make youth
self-reliant through skill

development and experi-
ential education. He said
that to diagnose the prob-
lem, one should know the
problem deeply and then
proceed with various op-
tions for its solution.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that to
make the students strong
and courageous entrepre-
neurs, we have to imple-
ment the Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh Yojana in
its entirety.

At the same time, he
appealed to the youth to
register themselves on
Self-reliant Chhattisgarh

portal, and said that
companies and other stu-
dents should also regis-
ter themselves on this
portal.

The Chief Guest of the
National Seminar, Prof.
Akhilesh Kumar Pandey,
Vice-Chancellor, Vikram
University, Ujjain said
that the political journey
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
long and successful and
is associated with vari-
ous experiments. He has
spread the concept of
economy by Mahatma
Gandhi which is based

on rural development. In
the Indian context, it is
considered better to im-
plement the policy of
having more and more
work done by more and
more people for rural de-
velopment. Referring to
both the terms of the
Modi government,
Professor Pandey dis-
cussed in detail the pro-
visions made for various
schemes and their imple-
mentation.

The Special Guest of
the seminar, Professor
Nilambari R. Dave, for-
mer in-charge Vice-
Chancellor and Head of
Department, Department
of Home Science,
Saurashtra University,
Rajkot, Gujarat said that
the journey of Hon’ble
Shri Narendra Modi ji
till becoming the Chief
Minister of Gujarat and
the Prime Minister of

the country is inspiring
for the people. She said
that the various schemes
being run by Shri
Narendra Modi, such as
‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ have brought
positive change in the so-
ciety. He has made con-
stant efforts to realize the
vision of development
for all. He has estab-
lished the Indian tradi-
tion of Yoga at the inter-
national level and today
the whole world is cele-
brating Yoga as
International Yoga Day.

On the occasion of
National Seminar, win-
ners of various competi-
tions like slogan, quiz,
poster, speech and
Rangoli competition
were honored by present-
ing certificates by the
guests on stage. The
guests also took stock of
the exhibition put up on

the first floor of the
Silver Jubilee
Auditorium. The book
“Modi@20: Dreams
Meets Delivery” has been
authored by twenty one
dignitaries of the coun-
try. Its preface has been
written by Bharat Ratna,
Swar Kokila, Ms Lata
Mangeshkar.

On this occasion, the
guests on stage were hon-
ored by presenting me-
mentos. At the end of the
program vote of thanks
was given by the
Registrar, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar and
the program was con-
ducted by Dr. Garima
Tiwari, Assistant
Professor of Forestry
Department. Deans of
various schools, heads of
departments, officers,
teachers and a large
number of students par-
ticipated in the program.

PM Modi amazes people with his amazing leadership skills: Prof. Chakrawal
 National seminar

on the book
‘Modi/20: Dreams
Meets Delivery’
organized at CU

Jagdalpur, Jul 20: 

Two mobile shop opera-
tors located in Balaji ward
under Kotwali police sta-
tion area of ??the district,
have come under scanner
of Odisha police with
charges of buying and sell-
ing stolen mobiles from
Odisha in Jagdalpur.
According to the informa-
tion received, the opera-
tors of two big mobile
shops of Balaji ward were
arrested late on Sunday
night by the Odisha Police
along with the police sta-
tion Kotwali on charges of
selling and buying stolen
mobiles. By late night both
the mobile shop operators
were released after serious
interrogation.

According to the infor-

mation received from the
sources, a police team
from the neighboring state
of Odisha, with the help of
local police in civil dress,
arrested two mobile shop
operators selling stolen
mobiles and brought them
to Jagdalpur City Kotwali.
After this, due to nexus
with the local Congress
leader, both the mobile op-
erators have got informa-
tion about being released
late at night after interro-
gation. As to on what basis
did the police leave the mo-
bile shop operators selling
stolen mobiles under the
protection of which
leader? After this the ques-
tion has started to arise
that if the police have to do
the work of giving protec-
tion to the criminals

under political pressure.
It is clear that if the

Odisha Police had reached
Jagdalpur to arrest the
shopkeepers selling stolen
mobiles, then their prelim-
inary investigation would
have been completed.
Police will not come from
one state to another just
on the basis of suspicion.
The police do not conduct
raid in other states until
they collect evidence after
confirming the possible
culprits. If the Odisha
Police has returned empty
handed under the pres-
sure of the Congress
leader, then it is not a diffi-
cult task to understand
such a situation created in

this way. It is natural that
the Odisha Police had
come for the purpose of
arresting these shop oper-
ators. But after the alleged
intervention of the
Congress leader, the ac-
cused were interrogated
and released late at night.
This incident remained
the subject of discussion
among the people through-
out the day.

On the other hand, those
who buy second hand mo-
biles from these two shops
are getting scared about
the likely consequences
and that they may land in
trouble.

Kotwali station in-
charge Eman Sahu said
that whenever any outside
police team comes to raid
in the city, the information
is given to the local police.
The police team that ar-
rived from Odisha had in-
formed about their ar-
rival, after which they con-
ducted raid in the two mo-
bile shops of city.

Odisha Police raids 2 mobile shops 
 Arrest two shop

operators and were

released late at night

after interrogation



Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Jul 20: With
demand to pay DA in line
with central officers and
HA in line with 7th pay-
scale, the government offi-
cers and employees of en-
tire block and state would
be on indefinite strike
starting from July 25 to 29.
In this regard a memoran-
dum was submitted to
SDM (Revenue) DR Dahire
on Tuesday seeking per-
mission for demonstra-

tion and protest.
In the above strike, al

the government officers
and employees of the
block would be present.

Block President of the
Federation Prafulla
Bisen, Shatruhan
Dadsena and Heeralal
Chandrakar informed
that all the state govern-
ments in different states
in the country are pro-
viding HA and DA to its
employees at par with
central government em-
ployees and it is only in
Chhattisgarh that it is
not being paid and this
has led to great deal of
resentment among
them officers and em-
ployees.

On not getting this DA
and HA, the state gov-
ernment officers and
employees are facing
loss of around Rs 10000
per month in the state in
their salary. Federation
employees' charged that
the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment by not paying
the DA and HA to its em-
ployees for last 3 years
are openly exploiting

them.
This is for the first time

that the government offi-
cers and employees have
to take to street in support
of their demands. They
charged that their just de-
mands are openly being

ignored and only commit-
tees are formed for provid-
ing assurances.

Block President
Prafulla Bisen, Class III
Govt Employees'
Association Tehsil
President Rishi Kumar
Mahara, Block President
Mohan Singh Rajput and
others have urged all the
employees to be present in
large number on July 25-
29 and make this strike
successful. They in-
formed that this protest
will be held at block-level
and no work will be done
on these days.

Govt employees to go on strike from Jul 25-29

New body of student’s union sworn-in
Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Jul 20: The oath
ceremony of elected class
representatives of Class
10th, 11th and 12th of
Government Girl's HS
School, Birkoni was held
in the school with start of
'Saraswati Vandana' and
lighting of the traditional
lamp. Among the elected
reps of the student's
union, Mansi Yadav was
administered oath at Class
Head Girl of Class 12th;
Khushi Chandrkar as
Class sub-head of Class
11th and Durgarani

Nishad as Sub-head of
Class 10th; Shreya Tikedar
as Asst. Secy. Class 9th and
Nandini Sahu as Cultural

Secy of Class 11th and
Gitanjali Sahu as Sports
secy., Preeti Chandrakar as
Disciplinary secy; Madhu

Sahu as Science secy.,
Nikita Malekar as
Environment secy.,
Chanchal Sahu as Scout's
Secy., Kiran Sahis as Red
Cross secy., Meenakshi as
Class representative and
sub-representatives are -
Jyoti Sahu, Indrani Sahu,
Urmila Sahu, Sima
Nishad, Sima Yadav,
Chhaya Yadav and they all
took an oath to fulfill their
responsibilities with full
honesty and commitment.
On this occasion Principal
Tameshwari Verma and
all the school staff were
present.

Plantation carried out 
to create awareness 

Central Chronicle News

TTiillddaa--NNeeoorraa,,  JJuull  2200::  Under the
aegis of Folk Group of Education
Society (NGO), plantation pro-
gramme was organized in the
school campus of village pan-
chayat Bahesar and at Prayog
Ashram of Sasaholi. The main

aim of this organization is to or-
ganize plantation programme
and to make people aware about
environment. In this programme
sarpanch Sohan Kashyap, presi-
dent of school management
committee, members and teach-
ers were present. About 300-400
saplings were planted. 

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jul 20: With
demand for construction
of circuit house in Pendra,
Nagar Panchayat
President Rakesh Jalan
submitted a memorandum
to the Collector here on
Tuesday.

The circuit house which
was to be constructed in
Pendra under Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi (GPM)
district, is being shifted to
some other place and on
hearing about the same,
Nagar Panchayat

President Rakesh Jalan
and other public represen-
tatives submitted a memo-
randum to the Collector
and demanded its con-
struction in Pendra itself.

Nagar Panchayat
President Rakesh Jalan
said that the way the deci-
sion of shifting the Circuit
House from Pendra to
some other place speaks of
sheer negligence to
Pendra city and therefore
we all demand to construct

it in Pendra itself. On this
Collector assured to take it
into consideration and
would re-consider the deci-
sion to shift its construc-
tion site somewhere else.

Among those who sub-
mitted memorandum to
Collector included Cong
corporator Iqbal Singh
Upveja, BJP corporator
Rakesh Chaturvedi, JCC
(J) - Ganesh Jaiswal and
Congress media in-charge
Raees Khan.

MLA Lakheshwar ensures 
opening of college in Bastar

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jul 20: The stu-
dents of Bhond after Class
XII no longer need to visit
Jagdalpur and Bhanpuri
for higher studies as due
to efforts of local MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel budg-
et has been sanction for a
college in Bastar and
thereby old demand of the
people got fulfilled.

The decisions of state
government has been
hailed by the local people
and till an alternative
building is constructed
college will be opened in
the old hospital building.
From the academic ses-
sion 2022-23, first year
classes of BA, B Com and
B Sc will start and inter-

ested students can make
online application in the
admission portal of
Bastar University.

The number of seat in
first year are BA 90, B Sc

Science 45, Maths 45, and
B Com 90. In the first
phase online application
will be accepted till July
22, informs college princi-
pal S K Vasnikar.

Janpad CEO conducts
inspection of ‘Gouthans’

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Jul 20: CEO
Janpad Panchayat Sanat
Mahadeva conducted in-
tensive tour of Gouthans
in Gram Mudhipar,
Durugpali, Dhanora and
Bartunga on Tuesday and
gave necessary instruc-
tions to spruce up the sys-
tem in all the 'Gouthans'.

He directed the
Panchayat representatives
and Gouthan Samitis to
ensure purchase of cow-
dung from the 'Gouthans'
on daily basis and  under
no circumstances the cow-
dung purchased should
not be kept in the open
and instead it should be
put inside the vermi-tank.

Further he directed the

Secretary to ensure pack-
ing of vermi-compost pro-
duced in Gram Bartunga
and ensure it is selling.
Sarpanch Gram
Mudhipar Devsingh
Diwan apprised the CEO

about the valuation and
other problems being
faced and in this context
he gave necessary instruc-
tions to the technical offi-
cers to sort it out at the
earliest.

Bastar Commissioner, IG visit flood affected Konta 
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 20: Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade, Bastar Range IG
P. Sundarraj, Collector
Harish S. and Sukma S.P.
Sunil Sharma on
Wednesday visited the
flood affected area of
Konta Nagar.

It is to be known that in
the villages settled on the
banks of Shabari includ-
ing Konta town of Sukma
district, the situation of
flood was prevailing here
for the last few days due to
back water of Godavari.
For about five days, hun-
dreds of houses in ten
wards of the city were in
submersion.

For which Sukma dis-
trict administration has
opened 09 relief centers.
Cleanliness work is going
on in the city after the

flood water receded since
Tuesday. Commissioner
Bastar IG discussed with
the people in the relief
centers and inquired
about the damage caused
in the floods and the facili-
ties being provided in the
relief camps.

During this, he took cog-

nizance of cleanliness,
water supply, electricity,
food system etc. in relief
camps. Commissioner
Dhawade has directed to
provide early food at the re-
lief center as per the time
of the people. Along with
this, instructions were
given to further improve

the sanitation system.
During this, the top offi-

cials asked the people of
the relief camp about the
arrangements and diffi-
culties, and everyone gave
satisfactory answers about
the facilities being provid-
ed. Meanwhile, Sukma
Collect Haris S.

Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma and other
officers were present. In
the relief camp, people
told that all necessary fa-
cilities are being provided
to them by the Sukma dis-
trict administration.
Overview of the ongoing
survey work in the ward.

All the officers includ-
ing Commissioner
Dhawade inspected the
wards most affected by the
floods of Konta Nagar.
During this, he also ob-
served the survey work in
ward number 14, 15. He
also instructed the officers
and patwaris engaged in
the survey work to main-
tain all the details system-
atically, so that the damage
can be properly assessed.
And according to the
rules, compensation
amount can be provided to
the flood affected.
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Nagar Panchayat President 
submits memo to Collector
p Demanding construction

of circuit house in 
Pendra only

RPF celebrates ‘Aazadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 20:
Railway Protection Force
celebrated Aazadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav",here at
Paramanand Sanskrit
Higher Secondary School,
located in Param Shanti
Dham Ashram Pendra
Road.Mohanlal Kesari,
son of Pendra's freedom
fighter Late Gaya Prasad
Kesari and former
President of Kesari Samaj
and Hirachand Jain, great-
grandson of Late
Lalchand Jain were felici-

tated by RPF as a token of
respect to the doyens of
the Indian freedom strug-
gle.

On the completion of 75
years of independence, the
senior social worker of the
city, Mathura Soni, shed
light on the Amrit

Mahotsav being celebrated
in detail and introduced
all the guests. On this occa-
sion, the lady constable of
the department, Uma
Lilhare, presented the RPF
sing and President of
Sanskrit Vidyalaya,
Prakash Namdev, present-

ed the song of Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence. The singer
of the city Harprasad Pal
also recited a patriotic
song. On this occasion,
the entire staff of the
school, students, R.P.F.
Staff Ajit Waghmare, G.L.
Sahu, K. S.Yadav, Bable
Saini, S. K. Som, S.
N.Yadav, A.D. Samadia, PC
Narang, Tapaswani
Pradhan, Mahangi Paikra,
Manish Verma, Priyanka
Dubey, Pushpendra
Kumar Vishwakarma,
Bindeshwari Tiwari were
present.

VP MEETS  AFRICAN LEADERS

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu meets African leaders Badara A. Joof, Vice President of Gambia, Marie Cyril Eddy
Boissézon, Vice President of Mauritius, W.K. Mutale Nalumango, Vice President of Zambia and Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, Deputy Prime Minister of Namibia at Hyderabad House in New Delhi.

LORD SHIVA DEVOTEES

Kanwariyas (Lord Shiva devotees) at the Har Ki Pauri ghat to collect water from the Ganga river during the holy
month of ‘Shravan’, in Haridwar, Wednesday, July 20.
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BRIEF

 IET India
Awards 2022

Bengaluru: The
Institution of
Engineering and
Technology (IET) has
opened nominations
for the second edition
of the IET India
Awards 2022. The
awards aim to recog-
nise exemplary con-
tributions and break-
through innovation in
engineering across
the IET’s areas of
focus. The seven cate-
gories open for nomi-
nations are: IET India
Lifetime Achievement
Award, The Youth
Engineering Icon of
the Year, IET India
Young Woman
Engineer Award, IET
India Volunteering
Award, IET India
Future Tech Awards,
IET India Mobility
Awards, IET India
Engineering the
Future of Work
Award.

Jail official
attacked

Patiala: Six inmates
here allegedly at-
tacked the assistant
jail superintendent of
the central jail, who
had gone to search the
barracks on
Wednesday. Police
said a case has been
registered against the
accused, including
Amanpreet Singh,
Gurdeep Singh,
Sukhdeep Singh and
Jagdeep Singh. Police
said a jail inmate,
Karamjit Singh, had
given a written com-
plaint to Additional
Jail Superintendent
Gurcharan Singh
Dhaliwal that some
inmates were trying
to extort money 
from him.

Manipur 
landslide

Imphal: The
Manipur government
on Wednesday offi-
cially called off
search operations 20
days after a massive
landslide struck a
railway construction
site in Noney district.
Sixty-one people have
lost their lives in the
worst natural disaster
to have occurred in
the northeastern state
in recent memory,
while 18 people were
rescued, Chief
Minister N Biren
Singh said. Fifty-six
bodies have been re-
trieved from under
the debris.

5 dead 
Rae Bareli (UP): Five
people, including two
children, died and
three were injured
when a truck over-
turned on their car on
Rae Bareli-Prayagraj
highway here, police
said on Wednesday.
The accident took
place on Tuesday
night when eight
members from two
families were return-
ing home after dinner,
they said. The locals
informed the police
after pulling out the
victims and rushed
them to the district
hospital.

Scattered showers 
Jaipur: The
Meteorological
Department has fore-
cast scattered rainfall
in east Rajasthan and
at isolated places in
western areas of the
state on Wednesday.
Heavy rainfall oc-
curred at isolated
places in east
Rajasthan and light to
moderate rainfall was
recorded in other
parts in 24 hours that
ended at 8.30 am, a
MeT department
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Ninety-five of the 132
non-attainment cities cov-
ered under the National
Clean Air Programme
(NCAP), which targets 20
to 30 percent reduction in
particulate matter concen-
tration by 2024, have wit-
nessed an overall improve-
ment in PM10 levels in the
last four years, the govern-
ment has said.

The 132 non-attainment
cities covered under
NCAP did not meet the
prescribed national ambi-
ent air quality standards
for five consecutive years
(2011-2015).

The acceptable annual
standard for PM 10 and
PM2.5 is 60 micrograms
per cubic metre and 40 mi-
crograms per cubic metre,
respectively. Cities that
showed overall improve-
ment in PM 10 concentra-

tion since 2017 include
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Chandigarh, Dehradun,
Patna, Nagpur, Pune,
Agra, Allahabad, Bareilly,
Firozabad, Moradabad,
Kanpur, Varanasi,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Jamshedpur, Ranchi,
Raipur among others.

In Delhi, the PM10 con-
centration has reduced
from 241 micrograms per
cubic metre in 2017 to 196
micrograms per cubic
metre in 2021, according to
the data presented by
Union Minister of State
for Environment Ashwini
Kumar Choubey in the
Lok Sabha.

Responding to another
question, the minister said
the Environment Ministry
has granted environmen-
tal clearance to 10 coal-

based thermal power proj-
ects at the central level
during the last three years.

At COP 26 in November
last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced that India’s non-
fossil energy capacity will
reach 500 GW by 2030.

He had said India will
fulfil 50 per cent of its en-
ergy requirements from
renewable energy sources
by 2030 and reduce its total
projected carbon emis-
sions by one billion tonnes
by that year.

India will reduce the
carbon intensity of its
economy by 45 per cent,
over 2005 levels and
achieve the target of net
zero emissions by 2070, PM
Modi had said.

Net zero means achiev-
ing a balance between the
greenhouse gases put into
the atmosphere and those
taken out.

Most cities covered 
under clean air programme showed
improvement in PM10 levels: Govt

Kolkata, Jul 20 (PTI):

Tour operators are ex-
pecting a never before
boom of tourist arrivals
in West Bengal this
Durga Puja season if
there is no Covid-19
surge, with bookings and
inquiries pouring in from
various countries as well
as other states within
India. Travel Agents
Federation of India’s
eastern region chairman
Anil Punjabi said that
there will be a similar
movement of travellers
from West Bengal for a
taste of wanderlust to
various countries in
Europe and the Far East,
apart from domestic des-
tinations. “This time it
will be a boom. If there is
no Covid surge, we are ex-

pecting big business,” he
told PTI. Raj Basu, con-
venor of the Association
for Conservation of
Tourism, said that most
of the destinations in
forests and hills in the
state have been booked
from early October till
after Diwali.

With a lot of bookings
and enquiries from peo-
ple from various coun-
tries and Indian states,
tourist arrivals to
Kolkata and other parts of
the state will be at an “all-
time high” this time,
Punjabi said.

He said that after the
Durga Puja in Kolkata
was included in
UNESCO’s representative
list of intangible cultural
heritage of humanity in
2021, the interest shown

in being part of it among
foreigners and domestic
tourists has increased
manifold. “There is big
demand from foreigners
to visit Kolkata and other
parts of Bengal,” Punjabi
said.

He said that NRIs ac-
companied by their for-
eign friends are expected
to come from Europe, the
USA, Canada, Dubai,
Hong Kong and
Singapore. Besides, citi-
zens of various countries
will come on their own.

“After the Durga Puja
celebrations, many of
them will also be going to
the hills to enjoy cooler
climes,” Punjabi said.

While the large commu-
nity pujas in Kolkata have
always been huge crowd
pullers, people are now

also making a beeline for
visiting the old ‘zamindar
bari’ pujas, which are
considered heritage and
strict followers of rituals.

Even as tourists from
various places are show-
ing interest in coming to
Kolkata to be part of the
five-day long festivities
during the Durga Puja in
October, a large section of
people in the city and
other places in West
Bengal want to visit qui-
eter places.

Punjabi said that a lot
of people are showing in-
terest in and booking des-
tinations in Europe, the
Middle East, Maldives
and Far Eastern coun-
tries like Thailand and
also Vietnam with which
Kolkata now has direct
flight connectivity.

Tour operators expect boom 
time this Durga puja season in Bengal

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

With opposition’s
protests on price rise dis-
rupting Parliament pro-
ceedings, the BJP on
Wednesday took a swipe
at Rahul Gandhi saying
the Congress leader may
have been “unproductive
politically” but he
should not try to curb
the legislature’s produc-
tivity.

Parliament’s monsoon
session has seen little
business since it started
on Monday due to oppo-
sition members, includ-
ing from the Congress,
disrupting its proceed-
ings over issues like
fresh GST on certain
food items and price rise
in general. The govern-
ment and the opposition

have accused each other
of running away from
debate on critical issues
facing the country.

Attacking Gandhi,
Union minister and BJP
leader Smriti Irani al-
leged his political life
has been dotted with
show of disrespect to
parliamentary proce-
dures and traditions. He
is now adamant to bring
down the productivity of
Lok Sabha, she told re-
porters.

As an Amethi MP be-
tween 2004 and 2019, he
never posed any question
in Parliament and when
he “abandoned” the con-
stituency and became
the MP of Wayanad, his
attendance in Lok Sabha
was less than 40 per cent
in the winter session in

2019, Irani said. He has
also never proposed any
private member’s bill,
she added. She had de-
feated Gandhi in Amethi
in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. Irani also took a
dig at him over his fre-
quent foreign visits and
said this has become a
matter of worry for his
own party.

“His political life has
been spent disrespecting
parliamentary tradi-
tions. Now he is dedicat-
ing himself to ensuring
that parliamentary pro-
ceedings and debates do
not take place,” she said.

“He may be unproduc-
tive politically but he
should not dare to con-
tinuously curb
Parliament’s productivi-
ty,” she added.

BJP takes a dig at ‘politically
unproductive’ Rahul

Chandigarh, Jul 20 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday slammed the
Centre for not giving the
state a representation in
the committee formed on
minimum support price.

AAP leader and the
party’s Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav Chadha alleged
the exclusion of Punjab
from the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) panel
was “deliberate” and
termed it an “insult” to the
people of the state.

In a tweet, Mann said, “I
condemn that the Centre
has not given representa-
tion to Punjab in the panel
on MSP as was promised
to farmers... Punjab’s
farmers are already stuck
in crop cycle and debt.
MSP is our legal right...
The Centre should ensure
representation of Punjab

in the MSP committee.”
The Union government

has formed a committee
on Minimum Support
Price (MSP), eight months
after it promised to set up
such a panel. According to
the notification issued on
Monday, the committee
will look into ways to
make MSP available to
farmers by making the
system more effective and
transparent. Besides MSP,
the committee will look
into ways to promote natu-
ral farming, crop diversifi-

cation, and micro-irriga-
tion schemes.

Among others, senior
members of agricultural
universities, five central
government secretaries
and chief secretaries of
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Odisha are part of the
panel. The Samyukta
Kisan Morcha, an umbrel-
la body of farmer unions,
has declared that it will
not be a part of the panel.
Rejecting the committee, it
alleged that “so-called
farmer leaders” who sup-
ported the now-repealed
farm laws are its mem-
bers. Objecting to the ex-
clusion of Punjab institu-
tions and state govern-
ment representatives from
the MSP committee,
Chadha said, “By deliber-
ately excluding Punjab,
the Central government
has insulted our people.”

Bhagwant Mann slams Centre for not giving
representation to Punjab in MSP panel

Mumbia, Jul 20:

The Enforcement
Directorate has issued
fresh summons to Shiv
Sena MP Sanjay Raut to
appear before it for ques-
tioning on Wednesday in a
money laundering case
linked to alleged irregular-
ities in the re-development
of a Mumbai ‘chawl’ and
related transactions in-
volving his wife and ‘asso-
ciates’, officials said.

The Rajya Sabha MP,
who is in the Uddhav
Thackeray camp, had de-
nied any wrongdoing and
alleged that he was being
targeted due to political
vendetta. ,Raut has been
asked to depose at the
agency’s regional office in
Mumbai. He has been
questioned once in this
case on July 1 and spent
about 10 hours with the in-
vestigating officer during
which his statement was

recorded under the crimi-
nal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

“I gave full cooperation
and answered all their
questions. I will appear
again if they call me,”
Raut had told reporters
while exiting. He said he
was ‘fearless and undaunt-
ed’ as he has ‘not done any-
thing wrong in life’. The
development comes amid
a rebellion in the Shiv
Sena with a tussle over
party symbol and control
of the organisation be-
tween former

Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray on
one side and current chief
minister Eknath Shinde
on the other. In April, the
ED provisionally attached
assets worth over Rs 11.15
crore of Raut’s wife
Varsha Raut and two of
his associates as part of
this investigation. The at-
tached properties are in
the form of land held by
Pravin M Raut, Sanjay
Raut’s aide and a former
director of Guru Ashish
Construction Pvt Ltd, at
Palghar, Saphale (town in
Palghar) and Padgha (in
Thane district). These
properties also include a
flat in Mumbai’s suburb
Dadar held by Varsha
Raut and eight plots at
Kihim beach in Alibaug
jointly held by Varsha
Raut and Swapna Patkar,
wife of Sujit Patkar, a
‘close associate’ of Sanjay
Raut, the ED had said.

ED issues fresh summons to Sanjay Raut

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jul 20 (PTI): The
Corporations and
Municipalities in Kerala
will soon have Solid Waste
Management (SWM)
Engineers to handle the
waste management issues
and help the urban civic
bodies to find lasting solu-
tions to the growing men-
ace of solid wastes.

The posting of the SWM
Engineers is part of the
Kerala Solid Waste
Management Project
(KSWMP) which is being
implemented by the state
government in collabora-
tion with the World Bank
and Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB).

As part of the project,
SWM Engineers will be
posted in all the 93 urban

local bodies consisting of
six corporations and 87
municipalities, state
LSGD Minister M V
Govindan said on
Wednesday.

These engineers will be
part of the municipal level
Project Implementation
Units (PIU) of the KSWMP,
he noted.

SWM Engineers will be
responsible for providing
guidelines to the respec-
tive Urban Local Body ad-
ministration and devising
solid waste management
plans according to the
local needs and environ-
ment. They will support
municipal administra-
tions for preparing, imple-
menting, and overseeing
solid waste management
initiatives.

Kerala civic bodies 
to have solid waste

management engineers NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2200::

The Army has been making
‘earnest’ efforts by expanding
its horizon for recruiting
female candidates in its vari-
ous arms/services and is exam-
ining further increase in num-
ber of women officers based on
functional capacities without
compromise on operational
efficiency, the Centre has told
the Supreme Court. 

In an affidavit filed before
the top court, the Centre said
granting equal opportunity to
all eligible candidates, if 50 per
cent of the vacancies are kept
open for women candidates, up
to 90 women can be inducted
in these ten arms/services per
year. 

“Since regular entry of 20
women cadets per year
through National Defence
Academy has already been
approved, this leaves the bal-
ance induction of 70 women

officers through the Short
Service entry route which is 10
less than the present intake of
80. “It is submitted that the
Short Service Commission
Women Officers are eligible for
consideration for permanent
commission. With assumed
intake of 50 per cent women
after applying combat exclu-
sion, up to 90 women can be
inducted per year which trans-
lates to a representation of
(16.33 per cent) per batch and
an overall strength of 1,876
Women Officers (276 more
than current planning figure of
1,600),” the affidavit stated. 

The Centre also stated that a
study has been conducted to
holistically examine the impli-
cation of opening National
Defence Academy to women
and to determine a pragmatic
women officer cadre size keep-
ing in mind existing ground
realities and a gender neutral
outlook. 

Army making efforts to
recruit women: Govt to SC
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STATE PRIZE TO SCHUMACHER

Corinna Schumacher (L), wife of former Formula One champion Michael
Schumacher, and daughter Gina Schumacher, react after having been presented
with a State Prize to Michael Schumacher at the Motorworld Koeln event location in
Cologne, western Germany on July 20.

PUTIN MEETS EBRAHIM RAISI

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi pose for a photo prior to their talks at
the Saadabad palace, in Tehran, Iran, Iran.

Colombo, Jul 20 (PTI):

The anti-government
protesters in Sri Lanka,
who forced President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
flee the country and quit,
on Wednesday demanded
the resignation of his suc-
cessor Ranil
Wickremesinghe who has
been elected as the new
President. The 73-year-old
Acting President and six-
time former prime minis-
ter secured 134 votes in
the 225-member House
while his nearest rival and
dissident ruling party
leader Dullas
Alahapperuma got 82. He
will take the oath of office
on Thursday. The anti-gov-
ernment protesters had
called for the resignation
of Wickremesinghe, who

was appointed prime min-
ister in May. The protest-
ers burnt down his private
home and also stormed
his prime ministerial of-
fice in Colombo in demon-

strations against his lead-
ership early this month.

“He has been elected
against the will of the peo-
ple. The Rajapaksas have
brought him in,” Father

Jeewantha Peiris, a
spokesman for the protest
group Aragalaya’, told re-
porters.

“We will continue our
protest campaign until
Wickremesinghe resigns,
he stressed.

Meanwhile, Colombo
Fort Magistrate Thilina
Gamage issued an order
barring people from enter-
ing or gathering within a
50 meter radius of the
Bandaranaike Statue lo-
cated in Galle Face in the
heart of Colombo.

Sri Lanka Police told
the court that there is a
possible attempt being
made to cause harm to the
statue of the former
prime minister which is
situated closer to the
protest site near the office
of the president.

Lankan protesters to continue demanding
resignation of Wickremesinghe

Sri Lankans attend a peaceful sit down protest demanding
the ouster of  Newly elected President Ranil Wickremesinghe
outside president’s office in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday,
July 20. 

London, Jul 20 (PTI):

The hottest day in histo-
ry may be over but the
heat of the Conservative
Party leadership battle in-
tensified on Wednesday as
Tory lawmakers cast their
last round of votes to de-
termine the final two can-
didates in the race to re-
place Boris Johnson as
British Prime Minister.

Rishi Sunak is holding
firm as the frontrunner
with 118 votes from
Tuesday’s secret ballot,
but the fact that he gained
just three votes from Tom
Tugendhat’s camp after
the Tory backbencher’s
elimination has triggered
intense speculation over
tactical voting and even
rigging. While the British
Indian former Chancellor

is almost confirmed as one
of the final two candi-
dates, the battle for second
spot between Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt
and Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss has become increas-
ingly heated as questions
arise over how the latter
gained 15 more votes to hit
86.

In contrast, Mordaunt
increased her tally by 10 to
hold on to second place
with 92 votes.

“There is vote-rigging
going on. There is no way
that Truss picked up 15
votes from Tom
Tugendhat. Someone is
moving votes around, one
baffled Tory MP told The
Daily Telegraph newspa-
per. “Rishi only went up by
three votes. That does not
make any sense. They

want Rishi versus Liz,”
the MP said.

A leading pro-Sunak MP
admitted to the newspaper
that it was “entirely possi-
ble” that individual MPs
had acted on their own ini-
tiative but there was no
central direction from
Sunak.

“It’s entirely possible
that individual members
of Parliament have chosen
to do things for their own
outcomes, but as a cam-
paign we’ve been very
clear that we’ve encour-
aged every colleague that
wants Rishi to win to vote
for him.

Colleagues have been
lobbied very hard to vote
for other people on a lend
me your vote’ basis. We
haven’t been doing that,”
the MP said.

Clashes, bidding, rigging: Vote to
pick final 2 in UK PM race heats up

Doklam, Jul 20:

New satellite images
emerged on Tuesday indi-
cating the construction of
a Chinese village East of
the Doklam plateau on the
Bhutanese side, a region
that is considered impor-
tant for India’s strategic
interest.

The Indian and Chinese
armies were locked in a 73-
day stand-off at the
Doklam tri-junction after
China tried to extend a
road in the area that
Bhutan claimed belonged
to it. A news channel came
out with the images cap-
tured by MAXAR, a com-
pany that focuses on space
technology and intelli-
gence, and said the village
is fully inhabited with cars
parked at the doorstep of
virtually every home. It

said alongside the village
is a neatly marked all-
weather carriageway,
which is part of China’s
“extensive land grab” in
Bhutan. The road could
give China access to a
strategic ridge in the
Doklam plateau.

There was no immedi-
ate comment from the
Army on the new images.
“The new satellite images,
sourced from Maxar, indi-
cate that a second village
in the Amo Chu river val-
ley is now virtually com-
plete while China has
stepped up construction of
a third village or habita-
tion further South,” said
the report.

The government had
said previously that it
keeps an eye on all the ac-
tivities along its border.

China has been ramping

up border infrastructure
in several sensitive loca-
tions, including along the
Line of Actual Control in
eastern Ladakh where the
Chinese People’s
Liberation Army has been
locked in an over two-year
standoff with the Indian
Army.

In October last year,
Bhutan and China signed
an agreement on a “three-
step roadmap” to expedite
negotiations to resolve
their festering boundary
dispute.

Bhutan shares an over
400-km-long border with
China and the two coun-
tries have held over 24
rounds of boundary talks
in a bid to resolve the dis-
pute. The two countries
also held 10 rounds of ne-
gotiations at the ‘Expert
Group’ level.

Satellite images show China building
new village East of Doklam plateau

Washington, Jul 20 (AP):

For most of the major
carbon-polluting nations,
promising to fight climate
change is a lot easier than
actually doing it. In the
United States, President
Joe Biden has learned that
the hard way.

Among the 10 biggest
carbon emitters, only the
European Union has en-
acted polices close to or
consistent with interna-
tional goals of limiting
warming to just a few
more tenths of a degrees,
according to scientists and
experts who track climate
action in countries.

But Europe, which is
broiling through a record-
smashing heat wave and
hosting climate talks this

week, also faces a short-
term winter energy
crunch, which could cause
the continent to backtrack
a tad and push other na-
tions into longer, dirtier
energy deals, experts said.

Even if Europe meets all
of its climate goals and the
rest of us don’t, we all lose,
said Kate Larsen, head of
international energy and
climate for the research
firm Rhodium Group.
Emissions of heat-trap-
ping gases don’t stop at na-
tional borders, nor does
the extreme weather that’s
being felt throughout the
Northern Hemisphere.

It’s a grim outlook.
There’s no getting away
from it, I’m afraid, said cli-
mate scientist Bill Hare,
CEO of Climate Analytics.

Most major nations
lag in acting on 

climate-fighting goals

MMoossccooww,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP))  ::

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday that the
flow of Russian natural gas to
European customers has
dwindled due to the West’s
own fault and warned that it
could continue ebbing.

Putin’s statement further
cranked up pressure on the
European Union, which fears
Russia could cut off gas to
wreak economic and political
havoc in Europe in the winter.

Speaking to Russian
reporters in Tehran, where he
attended the talks with the
leaders of Iran and Turkey,
Putin said the amount of gas
pumped through the Nord
Stream pipeline to Germany
will fall further from 60 mil-
lion to 30 million cubic meters
a day, or about one fifth of its
capacity, if a turbine isn’t
quickly replaced.

He added that Russia could
launch the recently complet-
ed Nord Stream 2 pipeline

that has never entered serv-
ice, but noted that it would
only have half of its designat-
ed capacity because the rest
has been used for domestic
needs.

The Russian leader also
warned the West that its plan
to cap the prices of Russian
oil as part of its sanctions
over Ukraine will destabilize
the global oil market and
make prices soar.

We are hearing some crazy
ideas about restricting the
volumes of Russian oil and
capping the Russian oil price,
he said. The result will be the
same a rise in prices. Prices
will skyrocket.

Since Russian troops rolled
into Ukraine in February, the
EU has approved bans on
Russian coal and most oil to
take effect later this year but
did not include natural gas
because the 27-nation bloc
depends on it to power facto-
ries, generate electricity and
heat homes.

Putin warns EU that gas 
supplies could keep dwindling

CCaannbbeerrrraa,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP)):: A five-
year government report found
Australia’s environment contin-
ues to deteriorate due to cli-
mate change, resource extrac-
tion and other causes, prompt-
ing leaders on Tuesday to
promise new laws and enforce-
ment of them. The State of the
Environment report also adds
political pressure on the gov-
ernment to set a more ambi-

tious greenhouse gas reduction
target when Parliament
resumes next week for the first
time since May 21 elections.
The previous conservative gov-
ernment received the report in
December but decided against
making it public before the
elections. The center-left Labor
Party won on pledges including
greater action on climate
change. It wants a target to

reduce emissions by 43%
below 2005 by the end of the
decade enshrined in law when
Parliament sits on July 26.
Several unaligned lawmakers
want a more ambitious target.
Environment Minister Tanya
Plibersek said the report sent a
very strong message that we
need to do better, but she
rejected calls for deeper emis-
sion cuts.

Australia losing animals, natural land as environment decays

Senate panel OKs 
NATO expansion, rushing

to full Senate vote
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP)):: The
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee gave easy bipartisan
approval Tuesday to admitting
Finland and Sweden into NATO,
as lawmakers aimed for quick
Senate passage and a show of
congressional support for expan-
sion of the U.S. and European
defense alliance in the face of
Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Committee members approved
the expansion by voice vote. Sen.
Rand Paul, a Kentucky
Republican and frequent critic of
U.S. policy abroad, voted a neu-
tral present rather than yes or no.

S ri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa formally resigned on

July 15, 2022, having earlier fled the
country amid widespread protests in the
Southern Asian nation. The man who re-
placed him, Prime Minister and now in-
terim President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
is likewise facing calls to go amid politi-
cal and economic turmoil. Although the
drama escalated over a matter of days
during which the presidential palace and
the prime minister's residence were both
occupied by demonstrators the crisis is
years in the making, argues Neil DeVotta,
professor of politics and international af-
fairs at Wake Forest University. The
Conversation U.S. asked DeVotta, who
grew up in Sri Lanka and specialises in
South Asian politics, to explain what
brought about the crisis and where the
nation of 22 million goes from here.

What happened in Sri Lanka was real-
ly quite revolutionary. For the first time in
the country's history, you had a presi-
dent resign and in the most humiliating
manner. Gotabaya Rajapaksa had earlier
announced his intention to step down
but did not do so immediately, because
once he did that he would lose his presi-
dential immunity from prosecution.
Instead he fled the country, first going to
the Maldives and then to Singapore.
Some claim he may now be looking to
get to Saudi Arabia all of which is some-
what ironic given that Dubai, the
Maldives and Saudi Arabia are Muslim
states, and during his tenure in power
Rajapaksa stood accused of encouraging
Islamophobia to bolster his lock on
power.

The catalyst behind all this was a
protest movement. Demonstrators have
since left the president's and the prime
minister's official residence, but the
protest movement has only partly suc-
ceeded. They wanted Rajapaksa and his
brothers gone. But many also wanted the
ouster of Prime Minister

Wickremesinghe. Instead,
Wickremesinghe, who was not elected to
Parliament and got a seat only through a
national list that tops up the legislature,
has now been sworn in as interim presi-
dent. So a man with no mandate his
party got only a small fraction of the 11.5
million valid votes cast in the 2020 elec-
tion is now acting president and may end
up with the job full time once the Sri
Lankan Parliament holds a secret ballot
on July 20, 2022.

WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  ssppaarrkk  ttoo  tthhee  ccrriissiiss??
The spark was really set off in April

2021 when Rajapaksa announced a ban
on fertilisers, herbicides and pesticides.

Successive Sri Lankan governments
have long been living beyond their
means and employing a debt rollover
strategy to keep the country afloat in
short, the country was relying on new
loans, alongside revenue from tourism
and international remittance, to pay
down its debt. But then came COVID-19,
which severely affected tourism and
contributed to what economists call a
balance of payments crisis. In other
words, the country was unable to pay for
essential imports or service its debt. This
pushed the government to abruptly an-
nounce a ban on herbicides and fertilis-
ers something they hoped would save
the country US 400 million dollars on im-
ports annually. The president had previ-
ously indicated that the move to organic
agriculture would take place over 10
years. Instead, it was implemented
abruptly despite warnings over the im-
pact it would have on agriculture yields.
That led to farmers' protesting.

They were soon joined by sympathetic
unions. The balance of payments crisis
went far beyond farming. It got to the
point when the government couldn't pay
for almost anything it was hoping to im-
port, leading to shortages in medicines
and milk powder. And that led to people
from other sectors also protesting. On
top of this, the government was printing
money to pay for goods. This inevitably
led to inflation which is running above
50%. The tipping point came when peo-
ple found that they could no longer pay
for cooking gas and fuel. A few weeks
ago, the government announced that it
would provide fuel for essential services
only, shuttering schools and ordering
workers to stay at home.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wwaass  aa  ppuurreellyy  eeccoonnoommiicc  ccrriissiiss??
Not quite. While the spark was a bal-

ance of payments crisis, I believe that
underpinning the mess is a deep-rooted
ethnonationalism that has allowed and

encouraged corruption, nepotism and
short-termism. Since at least the 1950s,
Sri Lanka has been in the grips of
Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism. The
Sinhalese make up around 75% of the
population, with Tamils at around 15%
and Muslims at 10%. Sinhalese Sri
Lankans have long been favoured when it
comes to access to universities and gov-
ernment positions. This has been to the
detriment of not only the country's mi-
norities but also its governance. It has
led to a decay in how the state functions.
Sri Lanka has ended up with a system
that disregards merit and is instead root-
ed in enthnocracy rule by one dominant
group. And that has helped spread nepo-
tism and corruption. The fact that the
Rajapaksa brothers helped brutally sup-
pressed and defeated a three-decade
Tamil insurgency bolstered their creden-
tials among Sinhalese Buddhist national-
ists and consolidated their grip on
power. That civil war, which ended in
2009, also contributed to the current cri-
sis. Through the conflict, the Sri Lankan
government ran national deficits to fi-
nance the counterinsurgency.

After the war, the Rajapaksas looked
to develop the country by building up its
infrastructure. What the country instead
got was blingfrastructure vanity proj-
ects, often financed by China, that were
dogged by corruption and graft. One
such project is an airport that sees very
few planes land or take off. I visited the
Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport
in 2015, and the only other people there
were a coachload of students from a
school on a field trip. Nothing has
changed since then. Other such wasteful
projects include a conference centre and
cricket ground called the Mahinda
Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium
not far from the Mattala airport that
hosts next to nothing. And then there is
the Lotus Tower, the tallest communica-
tions tower in South Asia, which was
supposed to contain other facilities and
was ceremonially opened in 2019 but re-
mains out of operation.

The construction of such projects has
been dogged by suggestions of corrup-
tion. Such projects largely involved
Chinese construction firms, often using
Chinese labourers including Chinese
prisoners, in the case of the Hambantota
Port, now leased to China for 99 years
because Sri Lanka could not pay its
debts. Sri Lankans themselves have ben-
efited only little. On paper it looked like
the country was developing and GDP
was rising. But the growth was from ex-

ternal money rather than goods and
services generated in Sri Lanka. Chinese
loans with short terms and high interest
played no small role in quickening Sri
Lanka's debt problem. As a result, the
country currently owes between 5 billion
and 10 billion to China, and its overall
debt stands at 51 billion dollars.

WWhhaatt  hhaappppeenn  nneexxtt??
The most important thing that Sri

Lanka needs going forward is political
stability. Without that, you will not get
the help required from the international
community. And Sri Lanka is not going to
get out of its economic mess without
help from international actors, such as
the International Monetary Fund, the
Asian Development Bank and the World
Bank. It also needs help from partners
like India, Japan, China and the U.S. As it
is, Wickremesinghe, the interim presi-
dent, has said the country will suffer
shortages in goods until the end of 2023.
Sri Lanka needs large-scale, long-term
economic restructuring. And for that to
happen, the government will have to re-
structure its bilateral debt the IMF will
not give Sri Lanka money simply so that
it can pay off its debt to China or any
other entity. But China knows that cut-
ting any debt deal with Sri Lanka will
mean that other countries that hold
large Chinese debt like Pakistan and
some African countries will expect the
same.

And Beijing doesn't want to set that
precedent. On the other hand, China will
most likely have to work with Sri Lanka
and other bilateral donors, especially
now that the Rajapaksas are out of
power. It needs to cultivate goodwill to
maintain influence in the island and will
not want to be seen as exacerbating Sri
Lanka's woes. The IMF will also likely ex-
pect painful measures to tamp down
costs if it is to come to Sri Lanka's aid. It
will most likely insist that Sri Lanka free
float its currency rather than peg it to
the dollar, since right now Sri Lankans
abroad are using unofficial channels and
not the banking system to remit foreign
currency. So it will likely have to devalue
its currency beyond what it already has.
The IMF will also likely expect that the
government cut back on the number of
state employees which currently stands
at around 1.5 million people. This will be
a very painful process, and it will take
some time. And it will likely worsen the
country's turmoil in the days ahead.

PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPoolliittiiccss  aanndd  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
AAffffaaiirrss,,  WWaakkee  FFoorreesstt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
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Blessing in disguise
China not resolving the bor-

der row and India accepting
the challenge has resulted in
making the borders strong by
manning and infrastructure
and connectivity develop-
ment. India has, for decades,
not cared about infrastructure
development along its bor-
ders. China and Russia always
station the military at the bor-
ders, and expand gradually.
We should thank China for
training our forces in borders
security.

AAsshhookk  KKuummaarr  GGooeell,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Presidents to
remember

Of all the Presidents India
has had, perhaps history will
remember only three â€”
Rajendra Prasad, S
Radhakrishnan and Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam â€” who were
elected to the post as per the
guidelines in the Constitution.
All the others were nominated
and elected either due to their
caste or political allegiances.
Should there be a post of
President at all? Where is the
necessity of such an ornamen-
tal post if he or she is to serve
as a â€˜rubber stampâ€™ of
the ruling party?

BBaallbbiirr  SSiinngghh  KKaakkkkaarr,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Abolishing 
reservation policy
Is this the correct time to re-

view the reservation policy in
the country as today we have
an 'Adivasi' holding the highest
Constitutional post of the na-
tion? Dr BR Ambedkar, the
chairman of the Drafting
Committee of Constitution of
India once said that the day
when an Adivasi woman be-
comes the President of India,
the country should do away
with the reservation policy.
This will pave the way for
equal opportunity to all. The
provision of reservation was in-
cluded in the Constitution
since the beginning to take
SCs, STs and OBCs along for an
initial 10 years' period.
However, due to political and
other compulsions, the policy
continued for 75 long years.
Reservation forever is not
healthy for any nation.
Everyone should be given
equal opportunity instead of
reservation for few so that
everyone participates and con-
tributes in nation building. The
Constitution has provided op-
portunity to the deprieved in
order to achieve the principles
of democracy so that the
deeply-rooted class and caste
discrimination in Indian society
is addressed but it cannot con-
tinue indefinitely. It is a matter
of debate whether the goals of
reservation have been
achieved or not after 75 years
but one thing is certain that
reservation has encouraged
separation and deprivation. I
personally feel that the reser-
vation system should be abol-
ished as an 'Adivasi' woman
will soon be writing history by
becoming the President of the
world's largest and most vi-
brant economy. 

DDeebbaajjiitt  GGoosswwaammii,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he imposition of Goods and Services Tax on unbranded pre-pack-
aged and pre-labelled food items amidst rising inflation and the

falling rupee has put the spotlight on rising income inequalities and reduc-
ing purchasing capacities of the majority of consumers in India. Small
traders and retailers apprehend that exemption of large packs of 25kg/25
litres or more from GST may prompt their customer base to move away
from established brands. Food inflation, already skyrocketing due to fuel
price hikes and rising import bills is poised to soar higher as it will be the
end consumers who will have to bear the burden of payment of GST. If in-
come levels do not rise or new livelihood opportunities are not created,
making both ends meet is going to become more challenging for a large
section of low and middle-income households. The State of Inequality in
India Report published in May highlights the persisting gaps in income
level and various other variables of inequalities. The report written by the
Institute for Competitiveness (IFC) at the request of Dr Bibek Debroy,
Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
presents that income inequalities arising out of inequities across educa-
tion, health, household amenities and labour market access make the pop-
ulation more vulnerable to multi-dimensional poverty. The report points
out, that while the country has made remarkable strides in improving the
overall conditions of households ensuring proper access to necessities and
making regions livable by maintaining adequate water supply and sanita-
tion, there are gaps that need to be addressed so that the goals of social
progress and shared prosperity are realised. The study has put in perspec-
tive the importance of welfare schemes for increasing the resilience of
marginalised people to socio-economic shocks. It recommends that the
government should consistently allocate resources to ensure universal
coverage of these social protection nets. "Social protection schemes also
lead to a greater degree of socio-economic inclusion and integrative
growth. While welfare schemes (benefit transfers, cash/in-kind transfers)
might not immediately reduce poverty incidence, they offer a cushioning
effect against radical socio-economic changes," adds the report. Based on
Periodic Labour Force Survey 2019 data, the report highlights the income
disparity in the country which is critical for policy intervention by the gov-
ernment for strengthening the social protection nets for vulnerable sec-
tions. The income disparity is more pronounced as the distance between
the top-most and the bottom-most is only increasing, it says, and adds
that the top 10%, who earn more than 30-35% of total wages and salaried
income, earn a monthly salary of Rs 25,000. Ironically, the top 1% earns al-
most thrice as much as the bottom 10%. It also explains the disparity be-
tween the income groups and the disproportionate rate of growth among
these tiers and points out that the growth rate of the bottom 50% has been
at 3.9% from 2017-18 to 2019-20, while the top 10% has grown by 8.1%.
Additionally, the top 1% grew by almost 15% between 2017-18 and 2019-
20, whereas the bottom 10% registered a close to 1% fall. The 2018-19
year has observed a fall of almost 7% among the total salaried incomes in
the bottom 10% and an approximately 2% fall in the bottom 50%. The
high disparity in male and female labour force participation has led to a
situation where more than 50% of the working population is still outside
the labour market and the report states that inequalities in the labour mar-
ket in terms of lower jobs or people not being able to get jobs translates
into economic inequities halting socio-economic mobility for some house-
holds altogether Cascading impact of economic shocks due to the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic is still not over. The Central Government is ex-
pected to take a holistic view of overall income inequalities and prevailing
economic situation and initiate measures to lessen the worries of citizens.

GST and income 
inequalities
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Locals at a damaged area after floods triggered by monsoon rains, in Kahara area of Doda district, Wednesday, July 20.

How political and economic mismanagement 
combined to plunge Lanka into turmoil

FLOOD DAMAGE

NEIL DEVOTTA

N early eight in 10 Indian parents believe
that instilling knowledge and potential

risk about the Internet in their kids from an
early age is necessary, according to a report
on Tuesday. The report by Norton, a con-
sumer cyber safety brand from
NortonLifeLock, revealed that most Indian
adults (86 per cent) say it is more important
now than ever before, for parents to talk to
their children about cyber safety. Nearly 70
per cent adults noted that it is essential for
parents to manage their children's screen
time usage. Most Indians also believed that
teaching cyber safety must be on a par with
instilling healthy habits (81 per cent), helping

them be prepared for an emergency (81 per
cent), and basic life skills (78 per cent). The
report was based on Harris Poll among 1,004
adults in India. About 73 per cent of Indian
adults surveyed believe children are likely to
give their family members' personal informa-
tion away online.

"Our children are naturals when it comes to
advances in technology, adapting to the latest
gadgets to internet apps. While this is great,
the research shows that parents believe they
need to educate and actively engage with
their children's online activities," said Ritesh
Chopra, Director Sales and Field Marketing,
India & SAARC Countries, NortonLifeLock, in a
statement. "This latest study in India tells us
that three-quarters of Indian parents sur-
veyed (78 per cent), with children under 18,
discovered their children have done some-
thing on their smart devices without their per-
mission. The most important aspect to inter-
net safety for kids is that parents instil the
right guidelines from an early age about the
Internet and the potential hazards out there,"
Chopra said. The report also highlighted that
half of connected device owners in India sur-
veyed (54 per cent) are worried about some-
one hacking their connected devices, but 8 in
10 (80 per cent) Indian respondents would like
more information on how to keep their con-
nected devices secure.

T
he four-day visit of the eight-member team of the Communist Party
of China in Kathmandu, led by Liu Jianchao, the new head   of

CPC's   international   liaison department, as well as a meeting with the
chairman of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center), Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, at the latter's  residence  in  Khumaltar  both constitute the unmis-
takable message that CPC  looks  forward  to  a  left  (read  pro-Beijing)-
leaning combine to win in the national elections. However, it must be
noted that before meeting the CPN (Maoist Center), Liu had separate
meetings with Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and the minister of for-
eign affairs, Dr Aryan Khaki, in addition to the CPC team's dialogue with
the President of National Assembly of Nepal, Biddy Devi Bandar, chairman
of Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Socialist) Madhya Nepal and the
party's senior leader, Jalap Nat Chanel. Suffice to say that Beijing isn't put-
ting all of its eggs in one Nepalese basket. The 58-year-old Liu, formerly
Chinese ambassador   to   the   Philippines   and Indonesia and a known
corruption-buster, is a diplomatic veteran. He has a bachelor's degree in
English from the Beijing Foreign Studies University, which he followed by a
year studying foreign relations at the University of Oxford. He was the key
person to have spearheaded the move to hunt down graft suspects over-
seas. The Election Commission of Nepal has mooted a single-day polling -
both federal and provincial - unlike the two-day poll in 2017. The Chief
Election Commissioner Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya and other commissioners
met the PM last week proposing a single-phase national election on 18
November.  As per the Constitution of Nepal, while the government is obli-
gated to announce the election dates, it is the Election Commission that
recommends election schedule, which though is not legally binding. The
EC has requested the premier to announce the election date at least 120
days ahead in order to leave enough time for preparations. The Pratinidhi
Sabha, or the lower house of parliament, will have 165 members, elected
directly, while 110 will be elected under the proportional representation
system (PRS). The seven provincial   assemblies will have 330 members
elected directly, and 220 will be elected under the PRS. There are almost
26 core voters, 70 percent of whom are expected to cast their votes. Dahal,
a.k.a. Prachanda apart, senior CPN (Maoist Center) leaders, such as
Narayan Kaji Shrestha, Krishna Bahadur Mahara,  Barshaman  Pun,  Dev
Prasad Gurung and Pampha Bhusal, were present at the meeting with the
CPC leader, Liu. Relations between the CPN (Maoist Center) and the CPC
were discussed. In addition, the Chinese delegation had meetings with
CPN (Unified Socialist), one of the ruling parties. It also called on the oppo-
sition leader from CPN (United Marxist Leninist), Khadga Prasad Sharma
Oli, the former PM of Nepal. Oli was ousted from power by the Supreme
Court, through a landmark verdict that catapulted Sher Bahadur Deuba to
the post of PM for the fifth time in the Himalayan country. However, the
land-locked state was thrown into a political turmoil after the fall of Oli.
The country was under a penumbra of uncertainty when it had to take on
theCovid-19 pandemic that took the lives of over 11,000 people, leave
alone battle the controversial domestic developments, especially the
brewing unrest among ethnic Nepalis. However, Dahal and Oli are at log-
gerheads, daggers drawn towards each other. So, in reality, the possibility
of even seat-sharing among the four main communist parties is quite re-
mote. Nepal is a Hindu-majority nation. It was until the end of twentieth
century the only country whose national religion was Hinduism. But an
armed struggle, waged by the CPN (Maoists) with Prachanda at the helm
terminated the 240-year-long Shah monarchy, followed by a total constitu-
tional overhaul that made the Himalayan    country a secular and demo-
cratic republic, paving the way for a republican system in 2007. American
influence in Nepal might be waning since 2007, but it hasn't altogether
withered away. The Pratinidhi Sabha's ratification of a contentious US-
funded $500million grant agreement in February this year, despite strong
protest from inside the national assembly and outside, was a distinct sign
of efficient US  lobbying. Expectedly, China expressed its reservations over
the development. The five-party coalition, led by Deuba's Nepali Congress,
completed one year past Tuesday. It strengthened federalism and check-
mated corruption. But it will be too naïve to say that the Nepali electorate
will respond positively towards such a gesture. Moreover, the election
fever will take some more time to appear.

Beijing’s Kathmandu
headache: Will Communists

win Nepal elections?
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P
atients who contract Covid-19 face a
higher risk of developing cardiovascu-

lar diseases and diabetes, particularly in the
three months following infection, according
to a new study. Scientists are increasingly
recognising Covid-19 as a multi-system con-
dition that can cause disease throughout the
body, likely by triggering pathways that
cause inflammation. Researchers from the
King's College London, UK, analysed
anonymised medical records from more than
428,000 Covid patients, and the same num-
ber of control individuals, to probe whether
Covid patients developed new cases of dia-
betes and cardiovascular diseases at higher
rates than those who have never had the dis-
ease in the year following infection. The
analysis, published in the open access journal
PLOS Medicine, showed that Covid patients

had 81 per cent more diagnoses of diabetes
in the first four weeks after contracting the
virus and that their risk remained elevated by
27 per cent for up to 12 weeks after infection.

Covid was also associated with a six-fold
increase in cardiovascular diagnoses overall,
mainly due to the development of pul-
monary embolism (blood clots in the lungs)
and irregular heartbeat. The risk of a new
heart disease diagnosis began to decline five
weeks after infection and returned to base-
line levels or lower within 12 weeks to one
year. However, the researchers also noted
that Covid infection is associated with an in-
creased risk of cardiovascular disorders and
diabetes, but fortunately, there does not ap-
pear to be a long-term increase in the inci-
dence of these conditions for patients who
have contracted the virus. 

Based on these findings, the team recom-
mends that doctors advise their patients
who are recovering from Covid to reduce
their risk of diabetes through a healthy diet
and exercise. "The information provided by
this very large population-based study on
the longer-term effects of Covid-19 on devel-
opment of cardiovascular conditions and di-
abetes will be extremely valuable to doctors
managing the millions of people who have
had Covid-19 by now. It is clear that particu-
lar vigilance is required for at least the first 3
months after Covid-19,a said co-author Ajay
Shah from the varsity.

Covid survivors likely to develop heart
diseases, diabetes in 3 months

80% Indians find it important to
teach kids about cyber safety
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: Capital
markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday an-
nounced that Pramod
Rao has taken charge
as its executive direc-
tor. He will handle the
department of debt
and hybrid securities
as well as the enquiry
and adjudication de-
partment, the
Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) said in a
statement. Rao took
charge as executive di-
rector at Sebi on July
15, it added. Before
this assignment, he
held the position of
Group General
Counsel at ICICI Bank
and provided strategic
oversight to the legal
function of the ICICI
group. Earlier, he
served as a member of
the board of directors
of ICICI Securities,
ICICI Prudential
Trust and ICICI
Trusteeship Services.

States borrowings
Mumbai: Reflecting
the rising interest rate
regime, states are pay-
ing higher for market
borrowings with the
weighted average cost
for debt for the first
time hitting 7.96 per
cent, up 7 bps from
last week. Similarly, as
much as 71 per cent of
the debt issuances at
the weekly auction on
Tuesday was in longer
tenors more than 10
years, thus increasing
the weighted average
tenor to 15 years, rat-
ing agency Icra said in
a note. Nine states
raised Rs 12,800 crore
from state develop-
ment loan auctions,
which is 17 per cent
lower than the indicat-
ed amount, wherein
the weighted average
cut-off rose by 7 bps to
7.96 per cent, but the
spread between the 10-
year SDL and G-secs
narrowed to 39 bps
from 42 bps last week,
as most of the auction
was in longer tenors,
the agency said.

Trained ‘Suryamitras’

New Delhi: A total of
51,331 'Suryamitras'
have been trained
under the govern-
ment's Suryamitra
Skill Development
Programme (SSDP)
for the solar sector, of
which 26,967 have got
employment, Minister
for New and
Renewable Energy R
K Singh said on
Tuesday. SSDP was
launched by the
Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy
(MNRE) in 2015 for
creating skilled man-
power for installation,
operation and mainte-
nance of solar power
projects, Singh said in
a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha. "A cu-
mulative total of
51,331 of suryamitras
were trained from in-
ception up to May 2022
under this pro-
gramme out of which
26,967 of suryamitras
got employment," he
added. To boost em-
ployment opportuni-
ties in the green ener-
gy sector, several
other initiatives have
also been taken, the
minister said.

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Green clearances have
been accorded to 83 min-
ing projects of state-owned
Coal India Ltd in the last
two years, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
To ensure adequate supply
of coal to various sectors,
including power, the gov-
ernment has set a target of
1 billion tonnes coal pro-
duction for Coal India Ltd
(CIL).

"To achieve 1 BT (billion
tonne) coal production by
FY 2024-25, the progress
made so far by Coal India
Ltd. (CIL) from April 2020
to June 2022, (includes)...
environmental clearance
granted for 60 proposals
with an incremental ca-
pacity of 104.86 Mty (mil-

lion tonnes per year).
Stage-I forest clearance
granted for nine proposals
involving 934.96 Ha of for-
est land. "Stage-II forest
clearance granted for 14
proposals involving
2580.68 Ha of forest land,"
Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi said in a reply to the
Lok Sabha. The minister
further said that 53 project
reports, including expan-

sion projects, have been
approved by Coal India
and its arm for building
additional production ca-
pacity of dry fuel. "These
projects will add addition-
al capacity of about 278
Mty...and projected to con-
tribute additional produc-
tion of about 102 Mt by FY
24-25," Joshi explained.
Work awarded for six
Mine Developer and
Operator (MDO) Projects
with aggregate capacity of
96.74 million tonnes per
year.

Six first mile connectivi-
ty projects of coal han-
dling plant (CHP), silos
have been commissioned
with an aggregate capaci-
ty of 82 million tonnes per
year, Joshi said, adding
that four rail connectivity

projects have been com-
missioned. The minister
had earlier said that India
needs to increase domestic
coal production in order to
fulfill the ever-growing de-
mand for fuel and reduce
import dependency.

"The need for coal is
going to double by 2040
with the rise in electric ve-
hicles and the increased
demand for electricity.
Therefore, we need to
ramp up our coal produc-
tion to meet this growing
energy requirement,"
Joshi had said at an in-
vestors' meeting in
Mumbai. He had said the
target of the coal ministry
is to minimise the import
of thermal coal and to
make the country self-re-
liant in the sector.

Green clearances to 83
projects of Coal India: Govt

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Maruti Suzuki India on
Wednesday unveiled its
new model 'Grand Vitara'
as it looks to expand pres-
ence in the fast growing
mid-sized SUV segment.
The model, which comes
with a 1.5 litre petrol pow-
ertrain mated with strong
and mild hybrid technolo-
gy, would compete with the
likes of Hyundai Creta, Kia
Seltos and Tata Harrier,
among others. With the
Grand Vitara, Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) is look-
ing to expand its presence
in the mid-sized SUV seg-
ment, where it currently
lags the competition.

The production of the
model would begin in
August and actual sales
would start in September.
Speaking at the model un-
veil, MSI MD and CEO

Hishashi Takeuchi said
the Indian automobile in-
dustry is undergoing
transformational changes
in terms of technology,
customer preferences and
purchasing power. "In the

last few years, we have
seen a growing preference
for SUVs. The segment
contributes to almost 40
per cent of the total indus-
try sales. Within this, mid-
sized SUV segment con-

tributes around 50 per
cent," he added. This seg-
ment size is estimated to
double in next 3-4 years,
Takeuchi stated. Since in-
ception, MSI has been
working to provide mobili-
ty across all segments and
from time to time, the com-
pany has introduced new
and feature-rich products
to match the ever-evolving
needs of aspiring cus-
tomers, he noted.

"In fact, choices of our
customers have led to gen-
esis of new segments. We
aim to continue this jour-
ney to provide the joy of
mobility to as many people
as possible," Takeuchi
noted. The company aims
to strengthen its presence
in the SUV segment and
the all-new Brezza was the
company's offering in the
entry-SUV segment cus-
tomers, he said.

Maruti Suzuki unveils ‘Grand Vitara’ to bolster
presence in mid-SUV segment

Hisashi Takeuchi (L), MD & CEO of Maruti Suzuki India Limited, and
Shashank Srivastava, Senior Executive Director, Marketing & Sales of
Maruti Suzuki India Limited, during the global unveil of the Maruti
Suzuki Grand Vitara SUV, in Gurugram, Wednesday, July 20.

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Inflation and market con-
dition are still concerns and
it is imperative for India to
ensure that not only infla-
tion is contained but the
economy also grows,
Hindustan Unilever MD and
CEO Sanjiv Mehta said.

Steps taken by the govern-
ment such as extending the
scheme of giving free food
grains, increasing outlay on
subsidy for fertilizer and de-
creasing duties on fuels
would help overcome the
current challenges, he said
in a virtual earnings press
conference. Mehta also sug-
gested that the government
could use the "huge amount
of reserves" to prevent the
rupee from depreciating
rapidly. "Inflation is still
very much a concern, the
market still remains a con-
cern. Those factors haven't
gone away. The (FMCG)

market volume growth still
remains minus 5 per cent in
the last three months. It has-
n't gone away. It hasn't
turned positive at all and the
value growth is of course 7
per cent. Primarily the
growth has come out of the
price growth," he said.
India's retail inflation was
7.01 per cent in June.

From a macro perspec-
tive, Mehta said, For us, it is
very important that we
manage inflation. While an
interest rate hike is in-
evitable to tame inflation, he
said you have to do it in a

manner that it does not con-
strain the economy. He fur-
ther said, "The imperative
for the country is not only to
ensure that inflation is con-
tained but very importantly,
the economy keeps grow-
ing." If the economy keeps
growing at a 7 per cent kind
of level which the IMF has
forecast then that should
augur very well for the
country, Mehta said adding,
"We should then be able to
navigate this huge crisis
pretty well better than most
of the large economies".
When asked if the govern-
ment has taken those steps
to ensure growth while con-
taining inflation, he replied
in the affirmative pointing
out measures such as ex-
tending the scheme of giv-
ing free food grains and in-
creasing outlay on subsidies
for fertilisers which would
help in bringing back rural
demand.

Inflation and market condition are still
concerns; says HUL CMD Sanjiv Mehta

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

Cases of frauds on pub-
lic sector banks have come
down by about 50 per cent
in FY'22 to 2,369 as against
4,680 recorded in the previ-
ous fiscal, Rajya Sabha
was informed.

The amount involved in
the frauds too declined to
Rs 3,204 crore from Rs
7,306 crore in 2020-21.
Comprehensive steps have
been taken to tackle bank-
ing frauds, including an
online searchable data-
base of frauds reported by
banks in the form of
Central Fraud Registry to
enable timely identifica-
tion, control and mitiga-
tion of fraud risk and also
to carry out due diligence
during the credit sanction
process, Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat

Karad said in a written
reply. "Public sector banks
(PSBs) have been advised
to strictly ensure rotation-
al transfer of officials/em-
ployees," he added.

A National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal has been
launched by the Ministry
of Home Affairs to enable
the public to report inci-
dents pertaining to all
types of cybercrimes. A
toll-free number has also
been operationalised to get

assistance in lodging com-
plaints, he said.

Replying to another
question, Karad said the
government last month
launched the 'Jan
Samarth' Portal, which
hosts loans under 13 credit
linked government
schemes catering to
youths, students, entrepre-
neurs and farmers for edu-
cation loans, agriculture
loans, business activity
loans, and livelihood
loans.

Any applicant/benefici-
ary can register, check eli-
gibility under various gov-
ernment schemes and
apply for digital loan ap-
proval through the Jan
Samarth Portal, he said.
The use of Jan Samarth
portal will ease the loan
application and disburse-
ment process.

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

Aditya Birla Group firm
Grasim Industries on
Tuesday announced its
entry into B2B e-commerce
platform for building mate-
rial segment with an invest-
ment of Rs 2,000 crore over
the next five years.

The board of the compa-
ny in a meeting held on
Tuesday "approved a foray
into B2B e-commerce plat-
form for the building mate-
rials segment", which will
primarily focus on MSMEs
with the potential to further
extend to other relevant cat-
egories. This platform will
be operated by a newly re-
cruited leadership team
from the digital ecosystem,
Grasim Industries said in a
statement. "This invest-
ment adds a new high-
growth engine with clear

adjacencies within
Grasim's standalone busi-
nesses as also that of its
subsidiaries and associate
companies," it said. Grasim
Industries' subsidiary
UltraTech Cement is the
leading manufacturer of ce-
ment in the country with an
installed capacity of 119.95
Metric Tonnes Per Annum
(MTPA) and had last month
announced an investment
of Rs 12,886 crore (around
USD 1.65 billion) to add 22.6
MTPA capacity.

Aditya Birla Group chair-
man Kumar Mangalam
Birla said the foray into
B2B e-commerce is yet an-
other strategic portfolio
choice as "it crystallises our
intent to invest in the new-
age, high-growth digital
space". "The building mate-
rial segment presents a
huge scalable business op-

portunity with a proven
path to profitability. With
this foray, Grasim would be
able to leverage the large
B2B ecosystem within the
Aditya Birla Group," he
said. The overall building
material procurement seg-
ment in India has grown at
a compound annual growth
rate of 14 per cent over the
last three years.

"This industry is estimat-
ed at USD 100 billion with
current digital penetration
of just 2 per cent. Grasim's
digital platform will ad-
dress various challenges
within the existing supply
chain," the company said.
This move will also catalyze
the growth of the MSME
(Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises) in India and
provide an impetus to the
government's vision of 'dig-
ital India'.

Grasim forays into B2B e-commerce
for building material; to invest 

Rs 2,000 crore in 5 years

Bank fraud cases decline by
about 50 pc in FY’22: Karad

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

The existing domestic
airfare bands are
revised from time
to time in view of
high ATF prices
but the govern-
ment does not in-
tend to regulate
airfares on inter-
national routes, ac-
cording to Union
minister V K
Singh. While airfares are
not regulated by the gov-
ernment, fare bands have
been introduced as a tem-
porary measure in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic, which had sig-
nificantly impacted the avi-
ation sector. In a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha,
Singh, who is the Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,

said airfares are neither es-
tablished nor regulated by
the government. The min-

ister said the gov-
ernment does not
intend to regulate
airfares on inter-
national routes.
He was respond-
ing to a query on
whether the gov-
ernment would
take steps for fix-
ing upper ceiling

for airfares in all domestic
and international routes.
According to Singh, due to
the unprecedented circum-
stances prevailing in the
wake of the pandemic, fare
bands with upper and
lower limits were intro-
duced by the government
under Section 8B of the
Aircraft Act, 1934 as a tem-
porary measure.

Govt does not intend to
regulate airfares on 

international routes: Singh
New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth on
Tuesday said that the
rupee is managed well and
there is nothing to be
"overtly" worried about
the depreciation in the do-
mestic currency against
the US dollar. The Indian
currency, he said, has ap-
preciated against several
global currencies like
British Pound, Japanese
Yen and Euro. This has
made imports in these cur-
rencies cheaper compared
to the US dollar.

The rupee for the first
time touched a low level of
80 against the US dollar in
intra-day spot trading at
the interbank foreign ex-
change market on Monday.
The local unit recovered

from its all-time low of
80.05 to close 6 paise high-
er at 79.92 against the US
dollar on Tuesday, show-
ing a loss of 7.5 per cent or
563 paise against the
greenback in 2022 so far.
The economic affairs sec-
retary attributed the fall of
the rupee against the
greenback to the tighten-
ing of interest rate by the
Federal Reserve which re-
sulted in the flow of dol-
lars to the US from across
the world.

No need to be ‘overtly’
worried about fall in

rupee: Eco Affairs Secy

Mumbai, Jul 20: 

Kia India, one of the fastest
growing car makers in the coun-
try, sets another benchmark,
surpassing the 5,00,000 domes-
tic sales milestone in just under
3 operational years, making it
the quickest carmaker in India
to achieve the feat. Including
exports, Kia India’s cumulative
dispatches soar to 6,34,224 units
from its Anantapur manufactur-
ing facility. Backed by the strong
performance of Carens, the
company secured its last 1 lakh
sales in just 4.5 months. With its
strong performance in the
Indian market, the company now
contributes more than 6% to the
global sales of Kia Corporation.
Commenting on the achieve-
ment, Myung-Sik Sohn – Chief
Sales Officer, Kia India, said, “In
the short 3 years in India, we
have not only established our-
selves as the trend leading and
inspiring brand but have also led

the adoption of new technolo-
gies. I would like to attribute Kia
India’s success to everyone who
is and has been a part of the
ecosystem. Most importantly, I
would like to extend my deepest
gratitude towards our customers
who have kept their trust in the
brand even in adverse situations
like the global supply chain
issues. I proudly say today that
we have earned a space in the
hearts of Indian consumers, and
that’s our biggest achievement.”
He further added, “India
remains a priority market for
India, and hence our 3 out of 5
product offerings in the country
are not only manufactured local-
ly but exported to different glob-
al markets as well. Recently, we
have brought to life our vision of
becoming a 'Sustainable
Mobility Solutions Provider'
brand in India with the launch of
EV6 and installing the fastest
passenger vehicle charger of
150kWh. 

Kia India crosses 5 lakh sales
milestone in less than 3 years

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Finance ministry said
that the economy is on
course to achieve project-
ed 8-8.5 per cent growth
based on high-frequency
indicators for the first
quarter of the current fis-
cal. The Economic Survey
tabled in the Parliament
on January 31, 2022 pro-
jected the real GDP during
2022-23 to grow at 8.0-8.5
per cent.

"Since then, sustained
growth momentum has
been observed in several
High Frequency
Indicators (HFIs), indicat-
ing that the projected
growth path is on course
in the first quarter of FY
2022-23," minister of state
for finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said in a writ-
ten reply to Rajya Sabha.

IMF, in its April 2022 up-
date of World Economic
Outlook, has also project-
ed India's real GDP growth
at 8.2 per cent in 2022-23.
To ensure continued
growth momentum, he
said, the government has
taken several steps to ad-
dress high inflation im-
ported from abroad.

These include cut in ex-
cise duty on petrol and
diesel and special excise
duty/cess on the export of
petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel that are likely
to alleviate inflationary
pressures, he said.
Further, he said, to rein in
inflation, RBI in its June
Monetary Policy
Committee meeting hiked
the repo rate by 50 basis
points, on top of the earli-
er hike of 40 basis points
in May 2022. On the impact

of geopolitical tension on
Indian economy, he said,
Russia-Ukraine war has
led to global supply disrup-
tions resulting in steep in-
crease in global commodi-
ty prices, including prices
of crude oil, gas, edible
oils and fertilizers, among
others. The government is
closely monitoring the
global price movements
and their impact on India's
economy through trade,
he said. Recently, prices of
various commodities, in-
cluding edible oils, metals
and crude oil, have sta-
bilised. Many central
banks including the US
Fed have also tightened
their monetary policy to
tackle inflation. The RBI
and government is closely
monitoring the situation
and stand ready to take ap-
propriate action, he said.

Economy on course to achieve 8-8.5%
growth based on Q1 data: Finance ministry

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

The automobile sector in
India will create at
least one crore jobs
for youth over the
next 5-6 years,
Minister of State
for Skills and
D e v e l o p m e n t
R a j e e v
Chandrasekhar
said. While speaking at a
memorandum of under-
standing signing between
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
and Automotive Skills
Development Council, the
minister said 40 per cent of
the sector's research and
development is done in
India and with the increase
in the use of electronics in
automobiles, the country is
expected to become the cen-

tre of gravity for the sector.
"Auto-sector in India repre-
sents a huge opportunity in

the next 5-6 years. It
is expected that we
will create not less
than 1 crore jobs for
youth in another 5-
6 years. It is a very
fast-growing seg-
ment for our manu-
facturing econo-

my," Chandrasekhar said.
Chandrasekhar also said
that it is important to sig-
nal all manufacturing com-
panies, be it mobile phones,
laptops, etc to partner with
National Skill
Development Corporation
and give training to youth
to fulfil the Prime
Minister's wish of making
India a hub of skilled force
for the world.

Auto sector to create at
least 1 cr jobs for youth in
5-6 years: Chandrasekhar

A
ctress Tamannaah Bhatia's upcoming
film 'Babli Bouncer', touted as a coming-
of-age movie, is set to release on

September 23. The film will be released in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu digitally on Disney+
Hotstar. The actress took to Instagram, where
she also shared the first look of her from the
film. In one image, Tamannaah is seen in a
bouncer avatar as she is wearing an all black

outfit and standing in front of a
door with her arms
criss-crossed. "Oye

bawale suna kya? Aa gaya hai Babli Bouncer
ka time! Dilon ko yeh jodegi, ya khub hadiyaan
todegi? Pata chalega jald hi!" she wrote as the
caption. The coming-of-age feel good story with
a slice-of-life comedic tone set in the real
'bouncer town' of North India - Asola Fatehpur.

Produced by Star Studios and Junglee
Pictures, 'Babli Bouncer' is directed by Madhur
Bhandarkar and stars Tamannaah Bhatia in

the lead along with Saurabh Shukla,
Abhishek Bajaj and Sahil Vaid in

pivotal roles.

Himanshu 
captures 
everyone’s 
imagination
on ‘India’s
Laughter
Champion’
Charming the viewers this

Sunday will be Himanshu
Bawandar from Ujjain who will
be seen spinning tales of his
hometown and being middle-
class on Sony Entertainment

Television’s much-adored
comedy show, India’s

Laughter Champion. His act
would encapsulate an ordi-

nary man's life, from get-
ting in and out of relation-
ships, being lazy and then
being a part of the middle-

class fraternity. His act
will further describe how
middle-class families are
the backbone of any
country and why they are
the ultimate catalyst in

making or breaking a coun-
try. His act was so hilarious that

he will be seen winning mighty prais-
es from judges Archana Puran Singh
and Shekhar Suman followed by the
Comedy Ke Sarpanch, Suresh Albela!
Praising the performance Shekhar
Suman said, "Your content is relatable!
Your attitude, appearance and every-
thing was so good!” Adding to the
compliments, Archana Puran Singh
said, "Your humor made us think
about the middle-class, you spoke
about their pain in the facade of
satire which gave your stand-
up act depth and it
was amazing.
Your control and
mastery over the
language was outstanding and your observation
in your satire is applaudable."

ACROSS

1. Gator's kin

5. Parts

10. Discontinue

14. Thick cord

15. Wash away

16. Swimming spot

17. Ripened

18. Prank

19. Demolish

20. Positive

21. Time gone by

22. One-____ (biased)

23. Earphones

25. Pleads

26. Get ready

29. Typewriter key

32. Composition

36. All people

38. Wander

39. Out of style

41. Eternities

42. Poison remedy

44. Clothing stand

45. Wind dir.

46. Normal

49. Folk wisdom

51. Made

56. Southern beauty

58. Loafer, e.g.

60. Completed

61. Dry

62. Santa ____

63. Picnic pests

64. ____ of passage

65. Merits

66. Nerd

67. Not ever, poetically

68. Chubby

69. Blunders

DOWN

1. Collide

2. Scoundrel

3. "Phantom of the ____"

4. Surrendered

5. The Grim ____

6. Elaborate

7. Many

8. Correct copy

9. Dry, as wine

10. Parsley piece

11. Poisonous mushroom

12. Seep

13. Implored

22. Visionary

24. 007, e.g.

25. Brought up

27. Anchorman ____ Jennings

28. Street (abbr.)
30. "The Diary of ____ Frank"
31. Most excellent
32. Ages
33. Male heirs
34. Orbiting object
35. French pal
37. Positive vote
39. Peace symbol
40. Snacked
43. Be bold
44. Victory sign
47. Oak nuts
48. Lubricate
50. More senior
52. Maxim
53. Photocopier liquid
54. Come in
55. Students' tables
56. Hayloft locale
57. Toledo's lake
58. Thick slice
59. Rabbit's kin
62. Business VIP
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Things may roll along nicely in love and
romance and then suddenly run into a
snag, Aquarius. Perhaps you failed to rec-
ognize an important birthday or anniver-
sary. Perhaps you were expected to act a
certain way or do something you failed to
do. Approach the person you hurt honestly
and apologetically. You write your own
rules. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Here's a reminder that it's OK to be you.
You may feel more centered than usual,
which encourages you to stand up for
yourself and say the things you must to
people who need to hear them. There may
have been recent arguments with a part-
ner, but those should subside now, thanks
to today's serene feelings. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have that awful feeling that you
really need to get down to work yet
something seems to stand square in the
way of progress. Perhaps you feel like
you're at a four-way stop with three
other cars. Everyone is anxious to go
first. You can't all go at once, yet no one
knows whose turn it is. Don't put the
pedal to the metal. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're anxious to take action, Taurus,
especially when it comes to matters of
the heart. Be careful about acting too
hastily. It's important that you and your
loved one be on the same page first.
You're probably ready to jump to the end
of the book where everyone lives happily
ever after. There's a whole story that has
to play out first. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

It may feel as if something or someone is
trying to keep you from moving ahead with
your ambitious goals and aggressive
nature, Gemini. At first you may resent this
ball and chain attached to your ankle, but
on closer examination, you'll see that this
hindrance is actually a help. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're apt to feel more talkative than
usual, Cancer. There are many times
when you may shrink from a situation in
disgust or perhaps boredom. You're usu-
ally anxious to move from one scene and
get on with the next. Feel free to call the
shots and speak your mind. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may be anxious to try an uncharted
path that speaks to your sense of risk and
adventure, Leo. It's important to temper
these actions with realistic planning.
You're much more likely to get a flat tire
when you don't carry a spare. Make sure
you have the proper resources to pull
yourself out of any jam along the way. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Other people are likely to be anxious to
get up and moving with their plans,
Virgo. It might be better for you to hang
back a bit and see how things pan out
before you take action. Let others go
across the river first to learn the best
way. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your heart has been active, Libra, and
you're probably feeling the need to take
charge of a certain relationship. Instead
of being too hasty in your pursuit of this
romance, you should probably do more
planning. Look at the situation from a
long-term perspective and see if the part-
nership is heading the way you want it to,
based on how things are moving now. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There is solid grounding to your emo-
tions right now that is helping you stabi-
lize your sensitive feelings, Scorpio. As
you become more attuned to your inter-
nal needs, you may discover that recent
actions in romance and love may not
have been particularly appropriate. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your relationships are going well from an
intellectual perspective, Sagittarius, but
from an emotional one, you might feel
like they aren't as fulfilling as you'd like.
Perhaps you're letting your brain do too
much of the driving. It's time to let your
heart take over and have its needs be
tended to for a while. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Concentrate on nurturing your needs
right now instead of trying to accommo-
date the needs of others, Capricorn.
There is a difficult tension that arises
when you try to comfort someone who
really doesn't want to be comforted. The
best way to handle the situation is to
leave the person alone and tend to your
own emotions. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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O
ne of the strongest
bonds is between
parents and chil-

dren, which is beautifully
depicted across all &TV
shows. On National
Parents' Day, &TV artists
talk about the special
bond they share with
their onscreen parents.
These include Atharva
(Bhimrao, Ek
Mahanayak- Dr B.R.
Ambedkar), Aan Tiwari
(Baal Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Aan Tiwari, aka
Baal Shiv in &TV's Baal
Shiv, shares, "Mahasati
Anusuya (essayed by
Mouli Ganguly) is not
only my best friend on
the sets but also treats me
like her son. She is al-
ways there to watch out

for me and takes good
care of me. We share a
very special bond. Like a

mother, she is always con-
cerned about my well-
being and ensures I eat

healthily. She listens to
all my stories, and we
play a lot together. She al-
ways pampers me with
her little gestures and
helps me with my re-
hearsals too. We spend a
lot of time together, mak-
ing fun reels, clicking pic-
tures, eating meals, and
playing together.
Whenever we do our
scenes, the way she hugs
me, I feel my mother is
hugging me. Not just in
the show but in real life
also, she guides and cor-
rects me wherever I go
wrong. I love her a lot,
and she loves me too.".

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Ek Mahanayak- Dr
B.R. Ambedkar at 8:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about bond
with their onscreen parents

T
amil film actress
Sakshi Aggarwal,
who is in the United

States on a month-long
holiday, seems to be hav-
ing a blast on her birth-
day! On Wednesday,
which happens to be her
birthday, the actress post-
ed a series of pictures of
herself in a bikini on so-
cial media, and wrote,
"Aloha!!!

Having a blast on my
birthday in Hawaii!
Ennakum, Ennode fans
kum happy ah, san-
thoshama, good health
and spirit kude
vachikonge God. (God,
keep me and my fans
happy and in good health
and spirit.

"Needless to say,
Sakshi's sizzling pictures
in a bikini have caught
the attention of netizens.
The actress, who was in
Las Vegas a week ago,
then went to Lake Tahoe.
She has also visited San
Francisco and Napa

Valley before enjoying
her birthday on the
Hawaiin islands. On the
work front, Sakshi has
finished working on 'The
Night'. The actress, who
shot to fame after her
stint in the television real-
ity show Bigg Boss, also

has Prabhu Deva-star-
rer 'Bagheera' and
Samuthirakani 's
'Naan Kadavul Illai'
awaiting release. This
apart, she also has
'Guest' and a couple of
more other untitled proj-
ects.

Sakshi Aggarwal chills in
bikini on her b’day in Hawaii

Tamannaah-starrer ‘Babli
Bouncer’ to release on Sep 23

A
fter having a splendid run in
theatres, actor Madhavan's
'Rocketry: The Nambi Effect'

will premiere on the OTT platform
Amazon Prime Video on July 26.

Produced by Tricolour Films and
Varghese Moolan Pictures, the film stars
Madhavan in the lead and also marks
his directorial debut. It also features
Simran, Ranjit Kapoor and includes a
special cameo by Suriya. Prime mem-
bers in India and across 240 countries
and territories can stream the film
starting July 26, 2022 in Tamil, along
with Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada lan-
guage dubs on the service. Talking about the
movie's OTT premiere, Madhavan said: "It's an
incredible honour for me to be able to bring this story
to life. I'm truly humbled by all the love that the movie
has already received and am quite excited to see what
new milestones hold next for our film with streaming.

"Essaying this role and helming this incredible story
of Nambi sir was very crucial, and I'm glad that we will
be able to reach many more households to inspire, en-
lighten and entertain through Amazon Prime Video."

The biographical drama is based on the life of ISRO
scientist Nambi Narayanan, who was framed for espi-
onage and imprisoned in 1994. The film chronicles his
achievements, his passion for the country's space mis-
sion, his unmatched dedication and the accusation that
eventually became the biggest personal and profession-
al setback of his life. It is an emotionally charged
human narrative with an outstanding performance by
actor-director R Madhavan.

Madhavan’s ‘Rocketry’
to release on Prime

Video on July 26
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Changwon, Jul 20 (PTI):

India finished yet anoth-
er ISSF Shooting World
Cup campaign by topping
the medal's tally with a
haul of 15 medals, includ-
ing five gold, six silver and
four bronze here on
Wednesday.

On the final day of com-
petitions, the Indian trio of
Anish Bhanwala,
Vijayveer Sidhu and
Sameer won the silver in
the men's 25m Rapid Fire
Pistol team event.

The Indians were all set
to top the podium and, at
one point, were leading 10-
2 against the quality Czech
side of Martin Podhrasky,
Tomas Tehan, and Matej
Rampula.

But the Indians lost
their nerve as they went
down 15-17 to settle for sec-
ond place.

In the skeet mixed team
event, the Indian pair of
Mairaj Ahmad Khan and
Mufaddal Deesawala fin-
ished ninth out of 17
teams with a score of 138
out of 150.

India had won all five
ISSF World Cup stages in
2019, one in the curtailed
2021 season and yet again
this year in the first stage
in Cairo.

The next big assignment
for the Indian rifle and pis-
tol shooters will be the
much-awaited ISSF World
Championship scheduled
in Cairo in October this
year. A good performance
by the Indian shooters at
the World Championships

means they will have a
chance to represent India
at the 2024 Olympic Games

in Paris. The shotgun
squad, on the other hand,
will take part at the ISSF

Shotgun World Cup, slated
to take place in Osijek,
Croatia in September.

Shooting World Cup

India end Changwon 
campaign with most medals

Indian sports shooters Sameer, Anish and Vijayveer Sidhu celebrate after winning the silver medal in
the Men’s 25m Rapid Fire Pistol (RFP) Team event, at the International Shooting Sport Federation
(ISSF) World Cup 2022, in Changwon, South Korea. 

Galle, Jul 20 (AP):

Abdullah Shafique
scored an unbeaten 160 to
lead Pakistan to a record
run chase and a four-wick-
et victory on Wednesday
in a series-opening cricket
test that went ahead de-
spite a political and eco-
nomic crisis in Sri Lanka.

His 408-ball innings con-
tained six boundaries and
a six in an innings, al-
though he did get some re-
prieves.

Shafique was lucky to
survive an LBW appeal
when he was on four. He
was dropped on 135 when
Dhananjaya de Silva
missed a return catch and
again on 151 as Pakistan
closed in on the win.

A rain delay after lunch
on Day 5 slowed down
Pakistan's push for victory
with 11 runs still required,
but it really was only a
matter of time.

The previous highest
successful run chase at
Galle was Sri Lanka's 268
against New Zealand in
2019.

We knew that the set
batsmen had to score big,"
Shafique said.

"The early part was al-
ways going to be tough but
once you are set, you can
score big runs here.

"It was a great effort.
Pretty happy with what we
have achieved here.

Together with overnight
batsman Mohammad
Rizwan, Shafique added 71
runs for the fourth wicket
to help Pakistan inch to-
ward the victory target of
342. Rizwan eventually fell
for 40 when Prabath

Jayasuriya trapped him
LBW, leaving Pakistan
needing less than 70 runs
with six wickets in hand.

Sri Lanka also claimed
the wicket of Agha
Salman (12) in the last over

before lunch, when
Jayasuriya had him
caught behind. The wicket
eased out with a lack of
bounce helping the batters
as the first test wore on.
Sri Lanka didn't help its

cause spreading the field
in a bid to stop boundaries
and its defensive mindset
only helped Pakistan's bat-
ters take singles.

Sri Lanka captain
Dimuth Karunaratne re-
gretted not having enough
runs in the first innings.

We won the toss and bat-
ted first and we should
have scored much more
than the 222 we managed,"
he said.

"There were some soft
dismissals and that gave
them the advantage.

"But having said that,
we did well to set them a
target of 342. Anything be-
yond 300 is big in Galle but
apart from Prabath
Jayasuriya, rest of the
bowling was pretty poor.
Disappointed with the way
we played, but we will
bounce back in the next
game. As the test was in
progress, there was a
protest organized just a
few hundred meters from
the stadium in Galle
against the rising cost of
living and corruption. The
protests in the capital
Colombo have been taking
place on a larger scale and
forced cricket officials to
shift the second test, origi-
nally scheduled for
Colombo, to Galle with a
Sunday start. The first test
finished not long after Sri
Lankan lawmakers chose
six-time Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe as
president, defying the risk
the vote would re-ignite
turmoil among a public
outraged by the South
Asian country's dire eco-
nomic, humanitarian and
political crisis.

Shafique’s epic 160* leads
Pakistan to glory in Galle

Pakistan’s Abdullah Shafique celebrates after Pakistan won by 4
wickets at the end of the final day of play of the first cricket Test
match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International
Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 20.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games-
bound sprinter S
Dhanalakshmi and triple
jumper Aishwarya Babu
were on Wednesday
dropped from the Indian
team after returning two
positive tests each for
banned drugs as dope
shame struck Indian ath-
letics, days ahead of the
multi-sport event.

Both the athletes, who
were named in the initial
37-member Indian team for
the upcoming July 28 to
August 8 Birmingham
Games, have been handed
provisional suspensions.

Dhanalakshmi failed
two out-of-competition
tests while Aishwarya re-
turned positive in two in-
competition tests.

Dhanalakshmi's dope
samples contained anabol-
ic steroid while Ostarine, a
type of drug called a selec-
tive androgen receptor

modulator (SARM), was
found in Aishwarya's sam-
ples taken on June 13 and
14 during the National
Inter-State Championships
in Chennai.
Dhanalakshmi's two out-of-
competition tests were con-
ducted in May and June --
one by the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) of the
World Athletics and the
other by National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA).

The AIU took her first
sample in Turkey where
she underwent a training
stint as part of the Indian
team in April-May. The sec-
ond sample was taken on
June 22 in
Thiruvananthapuram
where she is based as a na-
tional camper.
"Dhanalakshmi tested pos-
itive in a dope test conduct-
ed by AIU. She also tested
positive for the second time

in test done by NADA in
Thiruvananthapuram. She
will not go for Birmingham
CWG," a top source privy to
the development told PTI
on conditions of anonymi-
ty. Dhanalakshmi was
named in the CWG team
for 100m and the 4x100m
relay team along with the
likes of Dutee Chand,
Hima Das and Srabani
Nanda.

Since Dhanalakshmi has
been dropped from the
Indian athletics team, MV
Jilna will be brought back
for the CWG in the
women's 4x100m relay
team. The Athletics
Federation of India had
initially named five ath-
letes -- Dutee Chand, Hima
Das, Srabani Nanda, N S
Simi and Jilna -- along with
Dhanalakshmi in the relay
team. But later, the AFI
dropped Jilna to reduce the
squad to 36, the quota allot-
ted to the Indian Olympic
Association.

CWG-bound sprinter Dhanalakshmi and
triple jumper Aishwarya Babu fail dope test

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Lakshya Sen, the new
poster boy of Indian bad-
minton, has some unfin-
ished business in
Birmingham.

Four months ago, it was
in Birmingham that he be-
came the first Indian man
in 21 years to reach the fi-
nals of the All England
Championship, only to see
the gold medal slip out of
his hands. The 20-year-old
from Almora will have an-
other opportunity to daz-
zle in Arena Birmingham
this year and he is keen to
go all the way, albeit, in a

different tournament -- the
Commonwealth Games,
beginning July 28.

"I like playing in that
hall, the conditions suit
me. I have good memories
there and I am very confi-
dent that I will do well this
time too. This is also a big
tournament, so I am look-
ing forward to giving my
best and winning a
medal," Sen told PTI.

"All the top 3-4 players
have a good chance of win-
ning the gold and I am not
thinking about the colour
of the medal, I just want to
go there and focus on one
match at a time."

Lakshya Sen ready to dazzle
in Birmingham again

Bengaluru, July 20 (PTI):

Indian men's hockey
team defender Surender
Kumar on Wednesday said
they are eyeing an un-
precedented gold at the up-
coming Commonwealth
Games, which will put an
end to Australia's domi-
nance in the sport at the
multi-sport event.

Australia won six suc-
cessive gold medals in
men's hockey competition
since the sport was intro-
duced at the CWG in 1998
Kuala Lumpur.

India have shown trans-
formation since winning
an Olympics bronze after
41 years in Tokyo and the
Graham Reid-led side
would look to better its sil-
ver medal-winning efforts
at Delhi 2010 and Glasgow
2014. "Our target is to win
the gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games.
The rest will depend on
our performances,"
Surender was quoted as
saying by a Hockey India

release. After the Tokyo
glory last year, India wit-
nessed a lean patch as they
finished third in the Asian
Champions Trophy and
Asia Cup -- two tourna-
ments where the country
fielded second string sides.
In the FIH Pro League too,
India finished third.

Surender believes expo-
sure against top teams in
the Pro League would keep

them in good stead in
Birmingham.

"The matches that we
have played since the
Tokyo Olympics have been
quite good. We have played
against strong teams and
it has really benefited us.

"We executed our plans
well and were also able to
recognise the areas where
we need improve upon,"
the 28-year-old said.

India are placed in Pool
B alongside hosts
England, Canada, Wales
and Ghana. Surender said
their first focus is to start
well against Ghana on
July 31. "We are not taking
any match lightly. Every
team will enter the tourna-
ment to win the gold
medal. Our current focus
is on the first game
against Ghana," he said.

After Tokyo high, India now ‘target’ historic CWG gold
Dubai, Jul 20 (PTI):

India pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah dropped to
second among bowlers
while Hardik
Pandya rose a
whopping 13
places to eighth in the
all-rounders' list after his
strong show against
England in the latest ICC
ODI rankings issued on
Wednesday.

While India clinched a
narrow 2-1 triumph in what
was a thrilling ODI series,
star pacer Bumrah was
forced to miss the final
match owing to back
spasms, which cost him his
top spot. New Zealand
quick Trent Boult re-
claimed the top spot with
704 rating points as against
Bumrah's 703.

Among other Indians,
Yuzvendra Chahal, who
picked seven wickets dur-
ing the ODI series against
England, jumped four spots
to 16th. Pandya was reward-
ed with for his impressive
show with bat and ball

against England. He took
six scalps and made a total
of 100 runs. He also jumped
eight spots to 42nd in the
batting rankings, following
his excellent series.

Star India wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant, who
scored a brilliant unbeaten

125 during the final, was re-
warded for his strong form
with a rise of 25 spots to
52nd.

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam remains on top in the
list for batters, with the
Indian duo of Virat Kohli
(fourth) and Rohit Sharma
(fifth) and South Africa
opener Quinton de Kock
(sixth) all dropping a spot.

South Africa's Rassie van
der Dussen hit his third
ODI century at Chester-le-
Street on Tuesday and that
helped the 33-year-old jump
three places to third overall
in the batter rankings.

England all-rounder Ben
Stokes dropped four spots
and out of the top 10 for all-
rounders to 11th, while
compatriot Chris Woakes
fell two spots on both the
bowlers and all-rounders'
lists after he failed to fea-
ture during the series.

There was no change in
the Test rankings this
week, while the only move-
ment on the latest T20I
rankings were minor and
outside the top 10.

Bumrah drops to 2nd in ICC ODI rankings

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

As many as 1.2 million
tickets have been sold for
the Commonwealth
Games beginning in
Birmingham on July 28,
the organisers have said,
adding that the women's
cricket match between
India and Pakistan has
"really caught the inter-
est" of the local public.

Women's cricket is
making its debut at the
Commonwealth Games,
and India and Pakistan
will be clashing at the
Edgbaston on July 31.

The city is home to a
substantial number of
Indian and Pakistani-ori-
gin people.

Speaking to PTI,
Birimgham Games CEO
Ian Reid said the semifi-
nals and final tickets
have already been taken
while he expects a sell
out crowd even for the
India- Pakistan fixture.

"I am a big cricket fan
myself. India are in the
same group as Pakistan
so that has really caught
the interest here in
Birmingham. It is an
iconic venue, your men's
team recently played
here over the last few
weeks. So it would cer-
tainly be one of the high-
lights of the Games,"
Reid said.

"The semifinals and
final tickets have already
been sold out probably
with the expectation that
India and England will be
there. India and Pakistan
will be close to capacity.
We will see an uptick in
sale of tickets much clos-
er to the event. So I ex-
pect that India-Pakistan
game to be sold out soon."
More than 5000 athletes
will take part in the
Games which will be the
biggest sporting event in
the UK since the London
Olympics in 2012.

1.2 million tickets sold,
Indo-Pak cricket tie to be
‘one of CWG highlights’

New  Delhi, Jul 20:

Indian Premier League team
owners have bought all six fran-
chises of South Africa's new
domestic T20 league, Cricket
South Africa (CSA) said on
Wednesday, underlining IPL's
expanding global footprint.
Reliance Industries Limited,
which owns IPL's most success-
ful team Mumbai Indians, bought
the Newlands franchise of the
league which is scheduled to get
underway in January next year.
The owners of IPL heavyweight
Chennai Super Kings purchased
the Johannesburg franchise
while JSW Sports, which owns
Delhi Capitals, bagged Pretoria.
The owners of IPL's Lucknow
Super Giants, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Rajasthan Royals
successfully bid for the Durban,
Gqeberha (formerly Port
Elizabeth) and Paarl franchises
respectively. "This is truly an
exciting time for South African
cricket; the overwhelming inter-
est shows that the country
remains valued in the global
cricketing eco-system," league
commissioner Graeme Smith
said in a statement.

IPL team owners 
buy all six franchises

in SA league

Artist Santosh Kambli gives finishing touches to the Thailand Cha Raja idol of Lord Ganesh, in Mumbai, Wednesday. 

FINAL TOUCHES

Cong, BJP win two mayoral
posts each in second phase

Bhopal, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The ruling BJP and op-
position Congress won
two mayor's seats each in
Madhya Pradesh while an
independent candidate
won another post on
Wednesday, officials said.

Elections for these posts
had been held in the sec-
ond phase, on July 13.
Overall, of 16 mayoral
posts in the state, the BJP
has won nine and
Congress five seats. One
seat went to AAP and an-
other to Independent.

In Rewa municipal cor-
poration, Ajay Mishra
Baba of Congress won the
mayoral election by 10,301
votes, defeating BJP can-
didate Prabodh Vyas.
Congress won the mayor's

seat in Rewa for the first
time since a direct elec-
tion for the post was intro-
duced in 1999. In Morena,
Sharada Solanki of
Congress won the may-
oral election by 14,631
votes, defeating the BJP's
Meena Mukesh Jatav.
Morena municipal corpo-
ration is part of the
Morena Lok Sabha seat,
represented by Union
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar. In
Dewas, the BJP's Geeta
Agrawal won the mayoral
election by defeating
Vinodini Vyas of
Congress by 45,889 votes.
The BJP's Prahlad Patel
won in Ratlam municipal
corporation too by defeat-
ing Mayank Singh Jat of
Congress by 8,591 votes.

‘Uddhav losing control
over Sena lawmakers’

Mumbai, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The split in the Shiv
Sena shows Uddhav
Thackeray is losing con-
trol over his MLAs and
MPs, but it is still early to
judge if the Thackeray
legacy is fading, say politi-
cal experts. They are of the
view that a "vertical split"
in the Shiv Sena is un-
avoidable, with 61-year-old
former Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav
Thackeray not being able
to capitalise on the legacy
of his father late Bal
Thackeray, who founded
the party in 1966.

After a split in the Shiv
Sena legislature party last

month, the Udhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
on Tuesday suffered a
fresh jolt with 12 of its 19
Lok Sabha members shift-
ing allegiance to Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.
Some of the grassroot
party workers in Thane

district, a Sena stronghold,
have also joined the Shinde
camp. Bal Thackeray had
founded the Shiv Sena 56
years ago on the issue of
Marathi pride and later in
1990s switched over to the
Hindutva agenda.

Political commentator
Sujata Anandan, who has
also authored a book on Bal
Thackeray, told PTI that a
legislature unit is not a po-
litical party. MLAs and
MPs come and go and they
have to get re-elected. "It is
too early to say in a month's
time that the Thackeray
legacy is fading. We have to
see with whom the Shiv
Sainiks rally in the next
election," she said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

India and Namibia on
Wednesday signed a crucial
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) for the
reintroduction of cheetahs,
declared extinct in the
country in 1952. A senior
environment ministry offi-
cial said the first batch
comprising four male and
as many female cheetahs
will arrive from Namibia
in August.

"Talks are on with South
Africa too. An MoU will be
signed with them as soon
as we get approval," the offi-
cial said. The fastest land
animal in the world will
find a new home in the
Kuno-Palpur National Park

in Madhya Pradesh's
Sheopur district.

The cheetahs are likely
to be brought to India be-
fore August 15, another offi-
cial said. The cheetah is the
only large carnivore that
got completely wiped out
from India, mainly due to
over-hunting and habitat
loss. The last spotted feline
died in 1948 in the Sal
forests of Chhattisgarh's
Koriya district. Namibia
has the world's largest pop-
ulation of cheetahs.

According to the pact,
the two countries will
share and exchange expert-
ise and capacities to pro-
mote cheetah conservation
in their ranges. They will
collaborate in areas of cli-
mate change, environmen-
tal governance, environ-
mental impact assess-
ments, pollution and waste

management etc and un-
dertake an exchange of
personnel for training and
education in wildlife man-
agement, including sharing
of technical expertise,
wherever relevant.

At the first wildlife board
meeting of Independent
India in 1952, the govern-
ment had "called for assign-
ing special priority for the
protection of the cheetahs
in central India" and a
"bold experimentation to
preserve the cheetah" was
suggested. Subsequently,
negotiations commenced
with the Shah of Iran in the
1970s for bringing the
Asiatic cheetah to India in
exchange for Asiatic lions.

Keeping in view the
small Asiatic cheetah popu-
lation of Iran and the ge-
netic similarity between
the Iranian and the African

cheetah, it was decided that
the latter would be intro-
duced in India. Ten sites
were surveyed between
2010 and 2012.

Kuno National Park
(KNP) in Madhya Pradesh
was considered ready for
receiving cheetahs with the
least management inter-
ventions since a lot of in-
vestments had been done in
this protected area for rein-
troducing Asiatic lions,
which are also an endan-
gered species.

Spread over 748 square
kilometres, KNP has an ad-
equate prey base. It is de-
void of human settlements,
forms a part of the
Sheopur-Shivpuri decidu-
ous open forest landscape
and is estimated to have a
capacity to sustain 21 chee-
tahs. Once restored, the
larger landscape can hold

about 36 cheetahs. The car-
rying capacity can be fur-
ther enhanced by including
the remaining part of the
Kuno Wildlife Division
(1,280 sq km) through prey
restoration.

The action plan for chee-
tah translocations in KNP
has been developed in com-
pliance with International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) guidelines
and considering site assess-
ment and prey density, cur-
rent cheetah carrying ca-
pacity of the national park,
among other criteria, the
Union environment min-
istry said.

Financial and adminis-
trative support to the chee-
tah reintroduction pro-
gramme in India would be
provided by the ministry
through the National Tiger
Conservation Authority.

Book looks at money laundering
post demonetisation

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

A new book looks at money
laundering in India, particularly
the methods used by people to
funnel their ill-gotten gains into
the banking system, post de-
monetisation. Murali
Raghavan's "Riding the
De(Mon)" is a tale of big money
and crime.

"The novel has been written
after a lot of research about the
methods used by people with
ill-gotten wealth to deposit their
black money with banks and the
vulnerabilities around the data
of cash deposits that exists
even today," says Dubai-based
Raghavan, co-founder of a com-
pany named CFOSME. "It is for
finance professionals and curi-
ous minds who are interested to
understand if the government
made any real substantial gains
from the surprise announce-

ment (of demonetisation)," he
adds. Young Vikram is in jail in
Chennai, accused of defrauding
over Rs 10 crore from a bank
where he worked in the IT de-
partment. With evidence
stacked against him, Vikram
has no option but to agree to a
strange request from a lawyer

representing an anonymous
client. Things go wrong as he
falls back into the world of cor-
porate espionage and govern-
ment corruption and intrigues,
a run on a bank, and murder.
Ashwini, an investigative finan-
cial reporter, tumbles upon
methods used to circumvent
the rules imposed by the au-
thorities during demonetisa-
tion.

Vikram crosses paths with
Ashwini in his quest to expose
the web of corruption between
people with mountains of
money to hide and the unethical
ways they invent to hide it. But
Ashwini's true investigation is
into the man known as 'Guruji' -
Vikram's fellow inmate and pos-
sibly his only friend from his
time in jail - whom she believes
to be the cause of her sister's
death. The book is published by
Leadstart Publishing.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Identification of round-
abouts and markets to be
decked up in the tricolour,
prabhat pheris' by school
students, illumination of
flyovers are some of the
events planned to make
the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign beginning July
22 a memorable one, an of-
ficial statement said on
Wednesday. The prepara-
tions are also underway
for the 75th anniversary of
India's Independence, said
the L-G office's statement.

Prominent roads in the
city, markets, flyovers,
roundabouts, and schools
and hospitals of civic
agencies will be decked up
in the colours of the na-
tional flag, said the state-
ment, adding that all em-
ployees of urban local bod-

ies (ULB) will have the tri-
colour pinned on their
lapels. The directives come
following a meeting
chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday which was attend-
ed by all Governors, Lt
Governors, chief minis-
ters and administrators of
Union territories. The
New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and the
Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD) will identify
prominent roads like
Sardar Patel Marg and
Shanti Path, and impor-
tant market areas in their
respective jurisdictions to
be decorated with the tri-
colour to give a celebrato-
ry look to the entire city
from August 13 to August
15. The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) will
carry out similar exercise
in the markets owned and

controlled by it. The fly-
overs in the NDMC area
will be illuminated in the
colours of the national
flag during this period,
and municipal schools and
hospitals will hoist the flag
in their premises at a
prominent location from
August 13 to 15.

All employees of ULBs,
irrespective of rank and
designation, will wear
lapel pins of the tricolour
in the days running up to
the 75th Independence Day
and they will be encour-
aged to purchase these
pins. ULBs will identify
important roundabouts in
their area for the display
of tricolour through dif-
ferent means like floral
boards, flags, and illumi-
nation in the colors of the
national flag, said the
statement.
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Commuters wade through a waterlogged road following incessant monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Events galore to mark ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

India inks pact with Namibia for cheetah reintroduction
p First batch likely to

arrive before Aug 15

But early to say Thackeray legacy fading

Uddhav Thackeray

Lack of planning in WB to find viable alternatives 

Kolkata, July 20 (PTI): 

Environmentalists in
the city have said there
was lack of planning in
West Bengal to find viable
alternatives to single use
plastics, the use of which
has been banned since
July 1.

Users too are not aware
of the right type of carry
bags to be used after the
ban, they said.

Environmentalist S M
Ghosh said 75 microns

plastic carry bags are
available in Kolkata mar-
ket without government
certification endorsement.

"There should be imme-
diate start of the process of
setting up R & D units of
the central and state gov-
ernments to find out low
cost, good quality alterna-
tive products like carry
bags, plates, spoons, which
can then be manufactured
at the SME level," another
leading green crusader
Subhas Dutta said.

Dutta said that the
alacrity shown by the
Centre and state in enforc-

ing the ban is commend-
able, but it appears there is
a lack of planning to find
viable alternatives to the
banned single use plastics.
He said any suitable alter-
native is costlier for both
the sellers and buyers.

"So far I have seen there
is a noticeable change in
the attitude of the people
and both state and central
governments. But there
seems to be a little confu-
sion about any direction
regarding the use of low
cost, viable and easily
available alternatives to
the banned products." 

p To single use plastics

Railways rules out
any restoration of

concessions
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2200  ((PPTTII))::  The
railways on Wednesday in-
formed the parliament that the
cost of granting concessions to
passengers "weighs heavily"
on the national transporter,
ruling out the restoration of
the facility for all categories. In
a written reply to a question in
Lok Sabha, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
Indian Railways is already
bearing more than 50 per cent
of the cost of travel, on an av-
erage, for all passengers, in-
cluding senior citizens, on ac-
count of lower fare structure
for passenger services. "Apart
from this, due to COVID-19,
passenger earnings for the last
two years is less in comparison
to 2019-20. These have long-
term impact on the financial
health of the railways. Cost of
granting concessions weighs
heavily on the railways, hence
extending scope of conces-
sions to all categories of pas-
sengers, including senior citi-
zens, is not desirable.

MP CIVIC BODY POLLS



Tributes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Congress on Wednesday
paid tributes to former
chief minister Sheila
Dikshit on her third death
anniversary at the party
office here. Her son
Sandeep Dikshit, Delhi
Congress president Anil
Kumar and former MLA
Anil Bhardwaj were
among those who paid
homage to Delhi's
longest-serving chief min-
ister, party officials said. 

Diverted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Go First
flight heading from Delhi
to Guwahati was diverted
to Jaipur after the
A320neo aircraft's wind-
shield cracked mid-air,
aviation regulator DGCA
officials said. This is the
third incident of technical
malfunction on a Go First
aircraft in two days.

Threat calls
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A senior TV
journalist has approached
the Delhi Police saying he
received threat calls and
demanded security, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
According to police, they
received a complaint from
a leading daily news chan-
nel, following which the
Special Cell unit has initi-
ated a threat assessment.
This is not the first time
the journalist has received
such a threat, sources said.

Postponed
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The second
session of the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE)-
Main has been postponed
and will now begin from
July 25 instead of July 21,
the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced
on Wednesday. The NTA
did not cite any reason
for the postponement of
the crucial exam.

Attacked
PPaattiiaallaa:: Six inmates here
allegedly attacked the
assistant jail superinten-
dent of the central jail,
who had gone to search
the barracks on
Wednesday. Police said a
case has been registered
against the accused,
including Amanpreet
Singh, Gurdeep Singh,
Sukhdeep Singh and
Jagdeep Singh. 

Seized
PPaallgghhaarr:: Police have
seized gutka and other
banned tobacco products,
collectively worth Rs 8.72
lakh, after raiding a
godown at Wada in
Maharashtra's Palghar
district, an official said on
Wednesday. 

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Thursday, July 21,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

A student plays amid monsoon
rains, in New Delhi,

Wednesday.

Low28 24High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 16,520.85   7
55,397.53   7SENSEX

GOLD 50,340

SILVER 55,950

PAGE 11

New Delhi, Jul 20:

The government has
given "in-principle ap-
proval" for 10 per cent
reservation in the Central
Armed Police Forces like
the Central Reserve Police
Force and Border Security
Force for 'Agniveers' after
their service in the mili-
tary, the Rajya Sabha was
informed on Wednesday.

Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
also said that a whopping
30.41 lakh candidates ap-
peared against 60,210 posts
of constables in the
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs).

"An in-principle ap-
proval has been given for
reservation of 10 per cent

of vacancies for ex-
Agniveers in the recruit-
ment to the post of consta-
bles (general duty) and ri-
fleman in the CAPFs and
the Assam Rifles.
Relaxation in upper age
limit and exemption from
the physical efficiency test
will also be given,” he said,
replying to a written ques-
tion. The Centre on June 14
had unveiled the ambitious
'Agnipath' scheme for the
recruitment of youths
aged between 17-and-a-half
years and 21 years in the
Army, the Navy and the
Air Force, largely on a four-
year short-term contractu-
al basis. Those recruited
under the scheme will be
known as 'Agniveers'. After
the completion of the four-

year tenure, 25 per cent of
the recruits from each
batch will be offered regu-
lar service.

There have been protests
by job-aspiring youths
against the scheme.
Subsequently, the Union
home ministry had an-
nounced that 10 per cent
vacancies for recruitment
in the CAPFs or the para-
military forces will be re-
served for the 'Agniveers'.

The minister said those
who have appeared for the
posts of constables in the
CAPFs, final results of the
examination were declared
by Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) on
January 21, 2021 and
January 28, 2021.

He said a total of 55,913

candidates were provision-
ally selected. Further, in
compliance with various
court orders, revised re-
sults of 237 candidates
were also declared by the
SSC. Thus, a total of 56,150
candidates have been pro-
visionally selected against
vacancies of the said ex-
amination.

Rai said out of the 56,150
selected candidates, offer of
appointments have been is-
sued to 55,047 candidates as
per force allocation done
by the SSC and remaining
1,103 candidates could not
be issued offer of appoint-
ments due to various rea-
sons such as mismatch of
bio-metrics, verification of
permanent resident certifi-
cate, and caste certificate.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

India on Thursday will
know who will succeed in-
cumbent Ram Nath
Kovind to become the
country's 15th President,
as counting of votes for
the presidential election
begins at 11am at the
Parliament House here.

Ruling NDA's Droupadi
Murmu and Opposition's
Yashwant Sinha are pitted
against each other in the
contest, with votes clearly
stacked in favour of
Murmu, who, if elected,
will be the first tribal
woman to occupy the top
constitutional post in the
country.

Kovind's tenure is end-
ing on July 24 and the new

president will take oath on
July 25. With ballot boxes
from all states having
reached the Parliament
House, poll officials are
ready for the counting in
room number 63, the
strongroom of Parliament
where the boxes are guard-
ed behind a round the
clock security.

Rajya Sabha Secretary
General P C Mody, who is
the Chief Returning
Officer for the poll, will

oversee the counting
Thursday, the result of
which is likely to be de-
clared by the evening.

Mody will first brief on
the poll trends after all
votes of MPs have been
counted, and then again
after votes of 10 states in
alphabetical order have
been counted.

Sources said he will
brief once more on the
poll trends after votes of 20
states have been counted,
and then finally declare
the result after the total
counting.

All ballot boxes from
state assemblies had
reached the Parliament's
strongroom on Tuesday
evening and have been
locked there since. The
ballot boxes had been
flown into the national
capital as Mr Ballot Box'
from across the states.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Wednesday said the peti-
tions filed by the Shiv Sena
and its rebel MLAs during
the recent Maharashtra po-
litical crisis raised constitu-
tional issues including split,
the merger of a political
party, defection, and disqual-
ification which may require
consideration by a larger
bench.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana, mean-
while, extended the opera-
tion of its July 11 order by
which it had asked
Assembly Speaker not to
proceed with a plea seeking
disqualification of MLAs of

the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion as sought by CM
Eknath Shinde group on the
ground of defying the party
whip during the trust vote
and the election of the
speaker. The bench, also
comprising justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli, is-
sued notices on petitions
filed by the Uddhav group
and asked the other side to
file responses and issues by
July 27 for consideration by
a larger bench and fixed
them for hearing on August
1. While a battery of senior
lawyers including Kapil
Sibal and A M Singhvi took
charge on behalf of the
Uddhav faction, the Shinde
group was led by senior ad-
vocate Harish Salve.

"What happens to the ver-
dict of people? The 10th
schedule, meant to stop de-
fection, has turned topsy-
turvy and has been used to
instigate defection," Sibal

said, adding that the protec-
tion against disqualification
is available in case of a
merger and not in the case
of the split of a party.

Salve replied saying,
"Heavens do not fall if a
chief minister is changed.
Let us get into if the speaker
was appointed as per law
and not on the crisis of
democracy and all that...
Raising a voice within the
party without crossing
'Lakshman Rekha' is not an
act of defection."

Some of the issues, conse-
quences of removal of para-
graph three (of 10th sched-
ule) and absence of split
concept, whether a minority
party leader has right to dis-
qualify party leader, these
are some of the issues. If
you can cull out the issues,
we can decide how to pro-
ceed, the CJI said, adding
that at the moment he was
thinking aloud .

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted inter-
im bail to Alt News Co-
founder Mohammad
Zubair in all the FIRs
lodged in Uttar Pradesh
against him concerning
his alleged derogatory
tweets saying it finds no
reason or justification for
the deprivation of his lib-
erty to persist any further.

The top court said that it
is a settled principle of
law, that "the existence of
the power of arrest must
be distinguished from the
exercise of arrest and the
exercise of the power of
arrest must be pursued
sparingly."

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and AS Bopanna
said that fairness to
Zubair would require that

the entirety of the investi-
gation into all the FIRs be
clubbed together and
should be handled by one
and the same investigating
authority. It said "the over-
lap between the allega-
tions in the FIRs, emanat-
ing as they do, from the
tweets of the petitioner
(Zubair) would only go to
emphasise the need for a
consolidated as opposed to
a piecemeal investigation
by a diverse set of law en-
forcement agencies."

Lucknow, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Signs of trouble are visible in
the second consecutive term
of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adiyanath with
state ministers making dis-
senting voices against the
functioning of the govern-
ment. After the expression of
anger by Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak and
suspension of senior officials
in the Public Works
Department headed by Jitin
Prasada, a fresh crisis erupted
on Wednesday when Jal Shakti
Minister Dinesh Khatik offered
to quit, alleging that he is
being ignored by officials.
Khatik expressed his desire to
resign through a letter
addressed to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The letter

has surfaced on social media.
Earlier in July, Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak had
vented his ire over transfers
made in his Health Department
in his absence and had sought
an explanation from Additional
Chief Secretary (Medical and
Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
over the violation of the trans-
fer policy. With the matter put-
ting the state government in an
embarrassing situation, the
chief minister constituted a
three-member committee to
look into the report.
Adityanath cracked the whip
and ordered suspension of five
senior officials, including
Public Works Department
(PWD) minister Jitin Prasada's
OSD over irregularities in the
department. The controversies
provided enough ammunition
to the main opposition
Samajwadi Party, Congress and
the BSP to attack the state
government.

Amritsar/Chandigarh, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Two gangsters allegedly
involved in the killing of
singer Sidhu Moosewala
were killed in an en-
counter by the Punjab
Police in Amritsar on
Wednesday, an officer said.

Gangsters Jagroop
Singh Roopa and
Manpreet Singh alias
Mannu Kusa were killed
in the operation that last-
ed for around five hours
and ended at around 4 pm,
he said.

"Both have died in the ex-
change of fire," Additional
Director General of Police

Pramod Ban told reporters
in Amritsar. Ban, who

heads the Anti-Gangster
Task Force (AGTF) of the

Punjab Police, said an AK-
47 and a pistol have been re-
covered from the gang-
sters. A bag has also been
recovered but it will be ex-
amined by a forensic team,
the ADGP added. "With the
help of local police, we
tried to surround them at a
building. They died in the
exchange of fire," Ban said.
When asked about injuries
to policemen, he said three
of them were injured in the
encounter but they were
out of danger.

Roopa and Kusa were
hiding at a building in
Bhakna village near the
India-Pakistan border in
Amritsar. They were ab-
sconding after
Moosewala's killing, Ban
said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The government is ready
for a debate in Parliament
on price rise once Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recovers from
COVID-19, the BJP assert-
ed on Wednesday and tar-
geted Rahul Gandhi, say-
ing he may be "unproduc-
tive politically" but should
not hurt the legislature's
productivity.

Union ministers Piyush
Goyal, Pralhad Joshi and
Smriti Irani hit out at op-
position parties as both
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha saw little transac-
tions for the third straight
day due to their protests on

the issues of price rise and
the imposition of GST on
many pre-packaged and la-
belled food items. Both
Goyal and Joshi noted that
it is Sitharaman who will
reply to a debate on the
matter and asserted that
the government is willing
for the discussion as de-
manded by the opposition
once she recovers and is
back in Parliament. They
refuted the opposition's
charge that the govern-
ment is running away from
a debate and attacked the
Congress, the largest oppo-
sition party. "The Congress
has a destructive attitude
towards democracy. It was
exposed from Jairam
Ramesh's tweet that the
Congress was successful in
not allowing the House to
function," Goyal, who is
the Leader of House in

Rajya Sabha, told reporters
outside parliament.

The government is not
running away from any de-
bate, he said. Joshi said the
Congress is not interested
in a constructive debate
but in "destructive dam-
age". He said the opposi-
tion should follow the pro-
cedure for having the de-
bate. The Rajya Sabha
Chairperson and the Lok
Sabha Speaker have also
expressed their readiness
for the discussion but the
opposition should follow
the norms, he said.

Earlier in the day, Irani
launched a sharp attack on
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi over his party
members' vociferous
protests in Parliament
leading to frequent ad-
journments in both
Houses.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The Eknath Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena has
written to the Election
Commission (EC), seeking
allocation of the party's
bow-and-arrow poll sym-
bol to it.

In a communication to
the EC, the Shinde faction
has claimed to be the real
Shiv Sena and cited the
recognition granted to it
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar.

At least 40 of the 55 Shiv
Sena MLAs in
Maharashtra declared
support to rebel leader
Shinde, who was sworn in
as the chief minister of
the state on June 30.

On Tuesday, Shinde an-
nounced the name of

Rahul Shewale as the
party's floor leader in the
Lok Sabha and that of
Bhawna Gawli as its chief
whip.

The Lok Sabha speaker
granted recognition to
Shewale as the leader of
the Shiv Sena in the Lower
House of Parliament.

The claim over the sym-
bol assumes significance
as the Supreme Court di-
rected the Maharashtra
State Election
Commission on
Wednesday to notify elec-
tions to local bodies within
two weeks.

Elections are due in sev-
eral civic bodies in
Maharashtra, including
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), which would indi-
cate which Sena faction
gets popular support.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The railways has placed a pur-
chase order for 39,000 wheels
for LHB coaches from Chinese
manufacturer Taiyuan at a
rate that is more than one per
cent higher than that offered
by a Ukrainian firm, the gov-
ernment informed Parliament
on Wednesday.
In a written reply to a question
in the Lok Sabha, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the purchase order for
39,000 wheels for LHB coaches
has been placed by the Indian
Railways with Taiyuan, China
against a global tender. "Due
to the present war crisis
between Russia and Ukraine,
the supplies against the ongo-

ing contracts on the firms
from Russia and Ukraine were
affected. Earlier, Letter of
Acceptance (LoA) for 30,000
wheels for LHB coaches was
issued on M/s KLW with manu-
facturer based in Ukraine.
"Subsequently, M/s KLW
invoked force majeure clause
due to inability to supply on
account of war crisis in
Ukraine and formal purchase
order could not be issued to
Ukrainian firm," Vaishnaw
said.
He said the deal with the
Chinese firm was struck to
tide over the crisis of wheels
for LHB coaches. The minister
added that the Chinese firm is
registered with the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) for wheels for LHB
coaches, in accordance with
the land border policy of the
government of India.

IN-PRINCIPAL APPROVAL

‘10% quota for Agniveers
in central forces’

Country to know 15th
Prez of India today

̈ Counting begins 
at 11 AM

Kovind had become
the President after
polling 7,02,044 votes out
of a total of 10,69,358
votes, while his rival
Meira Kumar polled
only 3,67,314 votes.

Kovind polled 
7,02,044 votes

SC grants bail to Zubair in
all cases, disbands SIT

Dissenting voices in
Yogi’s second term
̈ Minister resigns,

another in Delhi 

SENA VS SENA IN SC

‘Heavens don’t fall if CM is changed’
̈ Pleas filed by 

Sena, rebel MLAs
raise constitutional
questions

I-DAY PREPARATION

Workers prepare the Indian national flags, to be distributed ahead of Independence Day
on August 15, at Laxmipati Sarees Textile Manufacturing company, in Surat, Wednesday. 

Two gangsters involved in Moosewala murder killed
̈ In encounter 

in Amritsar

Punjab Police personnel at the site of an encounter in which two
gangsters Jagroop Singh Roopa and Manpreet Singh alias Mannu
Kusa, suspected to be involved in the killing of singer Sidhu
Moosewala, were killed, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

Rlys places order for
wheels from Chinese firm
̈ To pay 1.68 pc 

higher compared to
deal with Ukraine

DISCUSSION ON PRICE RISE

Ready for debate once FM recovers: BJP
̈ Rahul should not

try curbing Parl’s
productivity

Shinde faction stakes claim
over Sena’s poll symbol
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: Under the aegis of
the Department of Health,
District Hospital, Durg, Chirayu
Scheme is being run for children
through the District Pediatric
Diagnostic Center for early iden-
tification of diseases and early
medical intervention. At this
centre, treatment and therapy
facilities are available in the cen-
ter for children from birth to 18
years. In this center, training and
counselling are given to parents
and their families by pediatri-
cians, physiotherapists, den-
tistry, special education, speech
therapy and hearing tests.

Under this scheme, a district
level camp was organized for the
screening of heart disease and
other diseases. In this camp, or-
thopedic surgeon from District

Hospital Durg, Dr Akhilesh
Yadav, Ophthalmologist Dr
Alpana Agarwal, ENT Specialist
BL Markam, Dentist Dr Kanchan
Gupta, Pediatrician Dr Samitraj
Prasad, Medical Officer Dr
Hansa Yadav, SMC Cardiologist
from Heart Institute and IVF
Research Center Dr Ajay
Chaurasia and Dr Tushar
Malewar made significant con-
tribution in the camp and provid-
ed treatment and counseling to

34 children. 
In this camp, 16 children of

heart disease identified by vari-
ous Chirayu teams and 14 chil-
dren from Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center Patan and
Durg were eco-checked out of
which 6 children have been iden-
tified for surgery. Apart from
this, 4 children were found with
developmental delay and sick-
ling, who were given therapy
and medical advice.

CCoonnffeerrss  tthhee  ''BBaarrooddaa  SSuunn
AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  AAwwaarrddss''  ttoo  ffiivvee
iinnddiivviidduuaallss  //  ccoommppaanniieess  ffoorr  tthhee
ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  mmaaddee  ttoo  tthheeiirr
ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  tthhee
ccoouunnttrryy  

TThhee  tthheemmee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBaannkk''ss
111155tthh  yyeeaarr  iiss  ‘‘EEnnhhaanncciinngg  TTeecchh,,
EEnnrriicchhiinngg  LLiivveess’’

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: Bank of Baroda
(Bank), one of India's leading
public sector banks, celebrat-
ed its 115th Foundation Day on
July 20, 2022. To mark this im-
portant milestone, the Bank
conferred the 'Baroda Sun
Achievement Awards 2022' to
five inspirational individuals/
companies who have made
significant contributions in
their respective fields, had a
substantial impact on society
and inspired others through
their journey.  

The theme for the Bank's
115th Foundation Day is
"Enhancing Tech, Enriching
Lives", underscoring the piv-
otal role that technology plays
at the Bank in increasing cus-
tomer convenience, delivering
better and more personalised
service, automating processes,
preventing fraud and deepen-
ing customer relationships. In
2021, the Bank launched 'bob
World' - a full-service mobile
banking platform that offers
95% of the retail services of
the bank and has over 23 mil-
lion activated users till date.  

On the occasion of the
Bank's 115th Foundation Day,
Sanjiv Chadha, Managing
Director & CEO, Bank of
Baroda said, "This is truly a
landmark occasion. The Bank's
Foundation Day is an oppor-
tune time to reflect and look

back on the Bank's accom-
plishments, but also more im-
portantly, to look ahead to the
future. We have a rich legacy,
one that is built on our cus-
tomers' trust. To add to that,
over the years, the Bank has
undergone multiple strategic
transformations, keeping pace
with the ever-evolving needs
and aspirations of its cus-
tomers. With bob World at the
centre, we are bringing a
world-class banking experi-
ence at their fingertips." 

The Bank also felicitated its
brand endorsers and India's
sporting icons, PV Sindhu and
Kidambi Srikanth at its 115th
Foundation Day celebrations.
Various programs were organ-
ized on this occasion in all the
offices and branches of the
bank located in India and
abroad.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: Action is
going on in urban bodies
and rural areas under the
Roka-Chheka campaign.
More than 650 stray cattle
have been caught in urban
bodies. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
reviewed the implementa-
tion of Rokachheka and
other subjects during a
meeting held on Tuesday.

The Collector said that
the civic bodies should con-
tinue to work to remove
stray cattle from the roads
in urban areas. This will re-
duce the chances of road
accidents. The Collector

said that at present the
work of keeping such cattle
in the Corporation areas is
being done. A separate
place can also be marked
for this purpose. The
Collector said that in
Jandarshan also com-
plaints regarding stray cat-
tle have come from some
colonies.

He instructed the offi-
cials to take action on these
complaints and keep moni-
toring the situation contin-
uously. The Collector said
that the government has is-
sued orders for conducting
the Roka-Chheka campaign
in rural areas also. He
asked the officials to keep

working in compliance.
The Collector said that the
purchase of cow urine
would also start in the dis-
trict in a few days. He asked
the concerned officials to
prepare infrastructure for
this project also. He in-
structed the officials to

keep a special watch on the
implementation of the
NGGB scheme. The
Collector also reviewed the
status of resolution of the
applications received at
Jandarshan and through
other means. He said that
all the applications should

be resolved within the time
limit. He heard every single
application of all the de-
partments and reviewed
the action taken on it.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan, Bhilai
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, Durg
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers
were present.

Collector said that on the
occasion of Independence
Day, people should be asked
to hoist the Tricolour in
their homes. Apart from
this, flag hoisting will also
take place in major public
places, he said. He said that
great enthusiasm regard-

ing Independence Day
should be reflected in Durg
district. For this, publicity
is to be done in the corpora-
tion areas and other areas
of the district.

Collector said that the
cases of Covid are increas-
ing rapidly in the district.
Considering the situation,
it is necessary to be on alert
mode. At present, more
than five hundred active
patients are in the district.
The number of tests has
been increased. Along with
this, contact tracing has to
be monitored. All hospitals
should have the necessary
preparations for the treat-
ment of Covid patients.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: Raksha
Team of Durg Police con-
ducted a workshop and
gave safety tips to girl stu-
dents at Uday Prasad
Uday Government
Polytechnic College in
Durg. They were made
aware regarding women
empowerment and
crimes against women.
Detailed information was
given about the
Abhivyakti App.

After coming to know
about the significant fea-
tures of Abhivyakti App,
the college girls stated
that they will get this App
downloaded in the mobile
phones of their mothers
and sisters.

Under the guidance of
Superintendent of Police,
Durg, Dr Abhishek
Pallava and supervision of
A d d i t i o n a l

Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar, a
women awareness work-
shop was organized at
Uday Prasad Uday
Government Polytechnic
College, Durg. More than
100 girl students and teach-
ers attended this work-

shop.
Deputy Superintendent

of Police (IUCAW) Shilpa
Sahu detailed the students
and teachers about the
crimes related to women,
cyber crimes, domestic vi-
olence, Abhivyakti App,
POCSO Act, etc. Assistant
Sub Inspector Sangeeta
Mishra from Raksha
Team guided the students

to download Abhivyakti
App in their android
phones and explained to
them about the use of this
mobile application in ad-
verse situations. More
than 100 students includ-
ing the In-charge Principal
Dr Taji Chacko and cultur-
al in-charge Dr Rachna
Singh and teachers were
present.

Collector to conduct daily 
monitoring of revenue matters

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: In view of the
sensitive nature of the public
problems in the Revenue
Department, the Collector has
decided to conduct daily moni-
toring of the status of disposal
of applications. The Collector
chaired a meeting of the rev-
enue officers and instructed
that the revenue officers would
give information about the ap-
plications resolved and new
applications received on that
day.  The officials must seri-
ously work on the pending ap-
plications which are beyond
the deadline. First of all, the
revenue officer will give its sta-
tus and clarify why it was de-
layed. In this report, informa-
tion about all the stages will
have to be given. 

For example, how much time
was taken for evidence, in how
many days did the reply was re-
ceived, in how many days did
the Patwari provide his report,

etc. This will help in fixing ac-
countability. The Collector saw
the reasons for the pending
cases on the dashboard. He
raised objections for some rea-
sons. One case was stalled due
to the long absence of the ap-
pellants. The Collector said that
if the appellants are not pres-
ent, the administration will not
wait for long. There is a time
limit to resolve the cases and
the work must be completed
within the time frame. He said
that every issue should be re-
solved with transparency and

with accountability within the
stipulated time frame. The
Collector also directed for strict
action on illegal plotting.

The Collector said that it is
top priority to settle the cases
on time in a qualitative manner.
For this purpose, the SDM
should conduct a meeting of
Tehsildars every fortnight. The
discussion in the meeting
should not be on the number of
cases but it should be case by
case. This will open the way for
speedy disposal of cases.

The Collector said that the

cases which are pending for
more than two years are to be
solved within a time frame of
one month. Accordingly, the
hearings should be conducted
daily instead of weekly. Cases
should be settled expeditiously
so that people can get relief.

Collector said that the gov-
ernment has done a great job
to update the records. Despite
this, the records which could
not be updated will have to be
updated. For this purpose, an
amount will be provided
through DMF. The Collector
said that maximum use of
technology has to be made in
the Revenue Department to
improve the facilities in public
interests. Collector said that
there are not enough employ-
ees in the revenue department
yet. Work is being done by the
government to resolve this
problem. Soon there will be a
sufficient number of data
entry operators and clerks in
all the courts.

NHSRC team appreciates Block
Public Health Unit, Patan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: A team
from Government of
India's technical resource
institute - National Health
Systems Resource Centre
(NHSRC), New Delhi re-
cently conducted a visit to
Nation's first Block Public
Health Unit and Hamar
Lab in Patan. NHSRC
Executive Director Major
General (Professor) Dr
Atul Kotwal, Dr Mayank
Dwivedi from Center for
Disease Control USA
India, Subject Specialists
of NSHRC New Delhi, Dr
Abhyuday Tiwari from the
state visited the
Community Health
Center, Patan. BMO
(Patan) Dr Ashish Sharma
gave detailed information
about the sub-unit Block
Public Health Laboratory,
Hamar Lab, HMIS Cell
and Service Delivery Cell
operating in the Block
Public Health Unit. The
team also inspected vari-
ous services of
Community Health
Center, Patan.

Major General Dr Atul
Kotwal took stock of the

facilities and services
available for the patients
at the Community Health
Center Patan and congrat-
ulated the team for provid-
ing the best facilities. He
said that the entire 100%
bed occupancy rate in a 30
bedded health institution
shows the appreciable
work of the hospital. 54
types of lab tests available
in the lab and lab samples
collected from
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar clinic to Hummer
lab is also a very good ini-
tiative towards universal
health care. 100% report-
ing in the IHIP portal in
Integrated Disease

Surveillance of P Form, L
Form, S Form from all the
Sub-Health Centers,
Primary Health Centers
and Community Health
Centers in the Block is
also showing the disease
surveillance in the Block
in detail.

He also gave his tips for
further qualitative im-
provement in services.
BPM Poonam Sahu, BDM
TL Sahu, Jeevan Yadav,
Laxmi Narayan, Vivek
Sahu and Satyam Srivas,
Shweta Bharadwaj,
Saraswati Verma, Ramesh
Kumbhakar and other
staff were present on the
occasion.

Car with youth’s body fished 
out from River Sheonath

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 20: On the
third day of rescue and
search operations, a car
with a youth's body was
fished out from River
Sheonath on Wednesday.
As per the statement of
the eye witness, the rescue
operations are on to
search other possible pas-
sengers of this car.

Police are also exploring
the angle of suicide in this
incident. Top cops of the
District as well as the
forensic experts are exam-
ining the car which has

been recovered from the
flooded Sheonath.

The person found in the
Maruti Swift car bearing
registration number
CG04-LW-1177 has been
identified as Nishat
Bhansali, a resident of
Tikrapara, Raipur.
According to preliminary
information, he was a
Chartered Accountant and
was very upset for the last
two weeks due to some rea-
son.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a fisherman had
seen a car falling into
River Sheonath in Durg on

the intervening night of
Monday. The car was trav-
elling from Rajnandgaon
towards Durg.

While entering the lim-
its of Durg city, the car
took the route of the old
bridge of River Shivnath
instead of the new one. As
the river was flooded and
water had reached the
danger level of the old
bridge, police had closed
the road with barricades.

But the passengers of
the car removed the barri-
cades and tried to travel
across the old bridge. The
car plunged into the river

from this bridge after mov-
ing a few yards. NDRF and
SDRF launched intensive
search and rescue opera-
tions on Monday.

About five boats and
four dozen men of NDRF
and SDRF conducted the
search operations. The
divers faced a lot of diffi-
culty in searching the ve-
hicle amidst heavy water
flow.

On Wednesday, the local
fishermen performed
some religious rituals be-
fore starting the search op-
erations. After some time
they found the car on the

river bed. On the basis of
their information, the
divers of NRDF and SDRF
entered into the river and
confirmed that there was a
white coloured car in the
river.

They struggled a lot to
tie the vehicle ropes after
which the car was pulled
out with the help of a
crane. Forensic team ex-
amined the car and the
body minutely. On the
other hand, search and
rescue operations are on
as the witness of the inci-
dent had seen more than
two people in the car.
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‘Will install Abhivyakti in Mom’s
mobile too’, say college girls

Over 650 stray cattle caught under Roka-Chheka campaignChit Fund fraud victim
approaches Collector for help

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2200:: People who have
been cheated by chit fund com-
panies are reaching Collector
Jandarshan with their com-
plaints. Many people who have
invested in Sanskar Dhani Infra
Housing Limited Company and
Sahara India are feeling cheated
and are approaching the authori-
ties to protect their investments.
One such person complained
that he had been duped of Rs
6.25 lakh by Sanskar Dhani
Housing Limited. He informed
the Collector that he was an em-
ployee of BSP and had invested
an amount of Rs 6 lakh in this
housing limited company in
2015. He got fixed interest till
2016. After getting regular re-
turns during this period, he in-
vested another Rs 25000 in CRP.
But after 2016, the company
stopped paying interests and
soon the company vanished. The
aggrieved investor approached
the Consumer Forum and an
order was passed in his favour.
The Forum ordered the company
to return the money to the in-
vestor within a period of one
month. The victim complained
that he has not received any pay-
ment yet.

Another investor complained
against Sahara India Company.
The victim stated that he had in-
vested his entire life savings in
the Sahara Q Shop Unique
Product Range Limited scheme

of Sahara India Company with
the hope of getting profit and a
happy life in old age. Today, the
applicant needs money for med-
ical treatment but he has no
money and is waiting for justice.
The Collector listened to the
problems of both the applicants
and assured them to take legal
action according to the situation.
Collector forwarded the com-
plaints to the concerned officer.

To give a new direction to the
administration, Jandarshan has
become an effective medium. In
this episode, an application from
ward number 13 of Risali
Municipal Corporation also ap-
proached the Collector from the
point of view of road safety. The
applicant demanded for expedit-
ing the construction work of
Maroda to Utai in Patan Road of
the district. He demanded con-
struction of dividers for smooth
vehicular movement on the
roads and installation of radium
stickers on the road to avoid ac-
cidents at night.

He has also made a demand
for lighting arrangements at ap-
propriate places in the road.
Keeping in view the public wel-
fare, he demanded to check the
presence of animals on the road
so that the accidents could be re-
duced. Taking cognizance of the
application, the Collector for-
warded it to the concerned offi-
cer for ensuring better works in
this road construction project.

BoB marks 115th Foundation Day by
felicitating citizen path breakers 

Six children identified for surgery 
at Chirayu Medical Camp
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WATER LEVEL RISING

With heavy rains in the last one week in and around Raipur, the water level in city’s
lifeline – Kharun River is rising and attracted visitors to have a look.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 20 : The prin-
cipal opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday created din in
Chhattisgarh Assembly
seeking clarity from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
over alleged
“Constitutional crisis”
over Cabinet Minister TS
Singh Deo resigning from
the Panchayat & Rural
Development Department
while claiming he was
being side-lined.

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant initial-
ly adjourned the proceed-
ings for 10 minutes and
later for the day amid up-
roar by the BJP.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, the  BJP MLAs
demanded a statement
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
House over the issue,
claiming there was a con-

stitutional crisis in the
state as a minister had
himself expressed no con-
fidence in the govern-
ment’s functioning. BJP
MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ajay
Chandrakar and other
party legislators claimed a
minister had levelled alle-
gations against the chief
minister and that it was a
serious issue.

As per constitutional
arrangements, the cabinet
and the executive are an-
swerable to the legislature
but the state government
has failed on this front,”
they said. Either the min-
ister concerned (Singh
Deo) or the CM should
come up with a statement
in the House on the issue.
In the absence of Singh
Deo, the CM should speak
on it, the BJP MLAs said.
They said that Singh Deo
in his letter to Baghel
claimed he was not being

allowed to work freely and
expressed no confidence
towards the CM.

The BJP members said
even the minister has
claimed that a committee
headed by chief secretary
was constituted to approve
work of the panchayat de-
partment against the Rule
of Business, and a conspir-
acy was hatched to stage a
strike by employees work-
ing under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA). It is
against the Constitution
and the rule that a chief
secretary give the final
nod to a minister, they
said. However, Assembly
Speaker Charan Das
Mahant asked under
which rule the opposition
members were raising the
issue. How has a letter
written by a minister to
the CM become a matter of
constitutional crisis? he
asked.

The Assembly has not
received any communica-
tion so far regarding the
acceptance of resignation
of any minister, Mahant
said. Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik and
other opposition members
said further proceedings
of the Assembly should
not be held until the issue
is settled and the CM
comes up with a statement
in the House. Amid the

din, the House was ad-
journed for 10 minutes.

After the proceedings re-
sumed, the opposition
members again raised the
issue demanding a state-
ment from CM Baghel.

Meanwhile, the Speaker
said Singh Deo has in-
formed the Assembly of-
fice that he will not be
present in the House on
July 20 and 21 and as-
signed Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar to ad-
dress the issues pertaining
to his departments in the
House. The Speaker then
asked Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ravindra
Choubey to make a state-
ment, to which the opposi-
tion members objected
and sought a statement
from the CM which led to
pandemonium in the
House. Amid the noisy
scenes, the Speaker ad-
journed the House for the
day.

Assembly adjourned amid din as BJP
seeks clarity on ‘Constitutional Crisis’

Raipur, Jul 20: 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment on Wednesday in-
formed the state Assembly
that the time given to a pri-
vate firm for completing
works under the Bharat
Net project was extended
six times and it has been
issued a show-cause notice
for the delay.

In a written reply to a
question by senior BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that under the
phase II, 5,987 village pan-
chayats were to be con-
nected through an optical
fiber network for broad-
band connectivity within
a year. “The work was al-
lotted to Tata Projects Ltd
on July 18, 2018....Till May
31 this year, works in 5,036
village panchayats have

been completed while a
timeline of one year has
been set to cover the re-
maining 951, the CM said
in the reply.

The time given to com-
plete the target was ex-
tended six times and the
agency was also issued a
show-cause notice for not
meeting the target within
stipulated time, he said,
adding that “action is
under process.” As of May
31 this year, the Central

government’s share in the
project was Rs 2,464.14
crore while the state’s
share was 112.82 crore, the
reply added.

The Bharat Net project
seeks to connect village
panchayats with high-
speed Internet. In the first
phase, around 4,000 pan-
chayats in Chhattisgarh
were covered, a state gov-
ernment official told PTI.

Under phase-2, optical
fibre lines could not be
laid mostly in the villages
located in reserve forest
areas due to pending Right
of Way (RoW) clearances
required from the forest
department, he said.

The state forest depart-
ment has written to the
Union Ministry of
Environment and Forest
seeking guidance in this
regard, he added.

‘Notice given to agency for delay’
In carrying out Bharat Net project contract 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 20: With the
objective to hold free and
uninterrupted debate,
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
moved no confidence
motion against the rul-
ing Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

After submitting the
no confidence proposal
has been submitted to
the Assembly
Secretariat, the Leader
of Opposition Dharmlal
Kaushik said that the
ruling Congress govern-
ment has lost the right to
remain in power as it
has failed to deliver the
promises made to the
people in the election

manifesto whereas
crime is on rise across
Chhattisgarh.

Chief Whip of BJP
and MLA Shivratan
Sharma has issued Whip
to the MLAs for the
Monsoon session of
Assembly. Similarly, the
Janta Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) too has
extended support to the
no confidence proposal
against the state govern-
ment.

However, the political
move of the opposition,
would not create any im-
pact on the fate of the
ruling Congress as it has
71 member in the 90-
member Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
whereas the BJP and
JCC(J) have combined
strength of just 17.

BJP moves no confidence
against Cong govt in VS

Raipur, Jul 20:

National Statistical
Office (NSO), Regional
Office, Raipur is organiz-
ing a State Level Training
Conference to train offi-
cers/employees for
Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey
(HCES) in a private hotel
from July 20 to 22 in which
officials from all National
Statistical Offices (NSO)
located in Chhattisgarh
state viz. Durg, Bilaspur,
Ambikapur and Raipur
will be imparted training.
The state level training
conference of this survey
was inaugurated today by
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General,
National Statistical Office,
Regional Office, Raipur at
Hotel Kingsway,

Telibandha, Raipur by
lamp lighting ceremony.

On this occasion,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General said that
the Household
Consumption Expenditure
Survey is an important
survey, through which pol-
icy-making will be done
for the economic develop-
ment of the country. For
reliable and consistent
data, 15416 rural and
urban samples selected on
the basis of scientific
method will be surveyed at
all India level and 280
rural and urban samples
will be surveyed in
Chhattisgarh state.
Underlining the impor-
tance of data quality, Shri
Sahu urged the trainee of-
ficers and employees that
we can plan in a better

way and can make better
welfare schemes by assess-
ing the current needs only
by means of accurate data.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO), established
by the Government of
India in 1950, conducts
surveys on various socio-
economic subjects
through scientific sam-
pling methods.

The qualified and
trained officers of the
National Statistical Office
collect the data through
specially designed sched-
ules and questionnaires
for these surveys. In the
same sequence, the
Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey will
be conducted by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) from July 01, 2022 to
June 30, 2023 through spe-

cially designed software.
Under this survey, coun-

try wide survey will be
conducted in the urban
and rural areas of the
country, through which
the expenditure being
made by the domestic con-
sumers on various goods
and services will be as-
sessed on the basis of per-
centage of monthly budget
being incurred by the con-
sumers on various goods
and services.

Based on the data re-
ceived, the base year of the
Consumer Price Index will
be revised. In addition, the
data collected from the
survey will be used in the
determination of statisti-
cal indicators related to
standard of living, social
consumption, welfare and
inequalities.

State level training conf on HCES organised 
By NSO Regional office Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::  Police has
nabbed three from an inter-
state gang of thieves on
charges of stealing jewelleries
worth lakh from a jewellery
shop and the purchaser
accused of stolen jewelleries
Brija Nand Mehar R/o Odisha is
still absconding and the police
is searching for him. 

The police has seized 1 Kg
silver jewelleries and cash of
Rs 8900 totalling Rs 70000.A
case under section 457, 380
and 34 of IPC has been filed
against all the three accused.

As per information in this
regard, it was on the interven-
ing night of June 30 and July 1
that thieves strike rich and
broke the lock of Shubham
Jewellers located on Dhamtari
road and had stolen gold and
silver jewelleries worth lakh
and ran away. In order to hide
their identity, in place of the
DVR of CCTV camera, they
took away the set-top box of
Tata Sky.  All three are history-
sheeters and mainly target
jewellery shops in the state.
The accused Sunil Sona had

stolen jewelleries worth lakh
from CG Jewellers under
Tikrapara thana in 2019 and all
three later had stolen jew-
elleries worth lakh from Shri
Krishna Jewellers at Janghel
Complex, Mandi Gate under
Devendra Nagar thana I 2021
as well. All three are history
sheeter having cases regis-
tered in state and in Odisha
and are originally from Odisha
itself. Among the three
nabbed, Hemant Jagat is R/o
Raipur Pandri thana area.

The police is interrogating
all three and sent them on judi-
cial custody and searching for
the fourth accused who is pur-
chase of stolen jewellery from
Odisha.

Three nabbed in theft 
incident at Shubham Jewellers

 Located in
Dhamtari road last
on June 30 night

BJP to gherao VS
on July 26 on law &

order issue
CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200:: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Wednesday
announced to gherao
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on July 26 to register
protest against the growing
crime during the last few
months. Above decision was
taken at the meeting of BJP
Raipur Unit held in presence of
State BJP Vice President
Khoobchand Parekh. Providing
the above information, the
Raipur BJP President Shrichand
Sundrani said that they would
register protest against the law
& order situation in District as
crime is on rise with anti-social
elements freely looting and
attacking people. He said that
BJP would gherao Assembly on
July 26 to register protest
against the Congress govern-
ment. All the senior office-bear-
ers of BJP Raipur unit were
present during the meeting
which chalked out strategy for
the demonstration.

Raipur, Jul 20:

PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar was
gheraoed by the BJP
MLAs over working in
Jal Jeewan Mission
(JJM) and they charged
that under this scheme in
last three years the
state’s share for this
scheme has not being
paid and due to which
the scheme is still incom-
plete. Dissatisfied with
the Minister’s reply, all
the BJP MLAs staged
walkout.

BJP MLA Ranjana
Dipendra Sahu raised the
issue of delay in comple-
tion of target for domes-
tic water connection
under Jal Jeewan
Mission (JJM) in the
state on first day of mon-
soon session of Vidhan

Sabha here on
Wednesday. BJP MLA
Ajay Chandrakar
charged that the contrac-
tors of JJM have not
being made payment for
last 5 months for the
works done under JJM
and it is for this reason
that this scheme is still
incomplete.

In reply to this, PHE
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar said that due to
corona pandemic for two
years there was delay in
the scheme.

On this Ajay
Chandrakar said that the
state government is mak-
ing tall claims that there
is lot of work done in
naxal infested areas of
the state, then why it is
not visible. PHE Minister
said that though influ-
ence of naxals in the re-

gion has reduced, but
they are totally wiped out
and due to which the con-
tractors do not come for-
ward for work.
BJP MLA Rajneesh
Singh said that the
Minister has blamed it
upon the Central govern-
ment but he should also
clarify that the com-
plaints received from
Balrampur, Surajpur and
Dantewada about this
scheme, what action has
been taken thereafter? 

On this PHE Minister
informed that as per the
complaint received
against the officer, he has
been attached to other of-
fice and his departmen-
tal inquiry has been or-
dered.

The Leader of
Opposition in VS
Dharamlal Kaushik

charged that the state
government is trying not
to pass on the benefits of
central’s scheme to peo-
ple of the state and for
which this conspiracy
has been laid. The cen-
tral govt wants to ensure
water supply to each
door and even in the last
summer many were
found facing water crisis.

He charged that there
is open distribution of
funds under this scheme
and due to which CM had
to intervene. BJP MLA
Brijmohan demanded in-
quiry into this matter
through a Vidhan Sabha
samiti. On this issue the
Opposition came down
heavily against the rul-
ing government and dis-
satisfied with the
Minister’s reply staged
walkout.

BJP MLAs stage walkout over JJM issue
Dissatisfied with PHE Minister’s reply

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today inaugu-
rated his renovated office room
in Vidhan Sabha premise. The
interior design of this office of
Chief Minister in the assembly
premise is based on the theme
of rural civilization of
Chhattisgarh and culture of
Bastar. The entrance to the
office room gives the feel of the
entrance of a village house. The
traditional tribal dances of
Bastar have been carved at the
entrance of the office room.
Besides Bastar Art, artefacts
based on forest produce of
Chhattisgarh have also been
engraved on the walls.
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant, Leader of
Opposition Mr. Dharamlal
Kaushik, Parliamentary Affairs

Minister Ravindra Choubey,
Home Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, Public
Health Engineering Minister
Guru Rudrakumar, MLA Mohan
Markam, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Secretary Public Works
Department Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi were present on
the occasion. Chhattisgarh
state’s folk culture, folk dance,
Bastar art and rural lifestyle
have been beautifully incorpo-
rated in the renovation work

CM office in Vidhan Sabha
premise. CM Office has a photo
of Chhattisgarh Mahtari depict-
ing the love and reverence for
the state. The state song ‘Arpa
pari ke dhar..’ is also engraved
on the wall in the meeting hall.
The wall of the room is adorned
with gaur horn, world famous
bell metal artefacts of Bastar
depicting tribal folk dance. The
state of Chhattisgarh is covered
with forests and is full of biodi-
versity, inspired by which ani-
mals and birds have been
shown prominently in the pic-
tures used for the beautifica-
tion of the room. A picture of a
pair of cow-oxen has also been
put on the walls of the room

because cow is a symbol of
faith and oxes are significant
part of agriculture in the state.
On the day of Govardhan Puja,
farmers worship cows and oxen
and decorate them. The doors
of the chamber are designed to
resemble the traditional rural
environment. In addition to the
Chief Minister’s room, a meet-
ing room, two common pas-
sages located in the Vidhan
Sabha have also been fur-
nished. Gaur Mukut used in the
famous Gaur dance of Bastar
has been used as a lamp and
has a bulb installed inside.
Photographs of bell metal arti-
facts have been installed in the
Chief Minister’s office room,
besides two sun-shaped sculp-
tures depicting villagers danc-
ing instead of rays. The logo of
Chhattisgarh government has
been placed behind the chair of
the Chief Minister. The beauti-
fication work of the Chief
Minister’s office room has been
done by the Public Works
Department.

CM’s inaugurates newly decorated office room in Assembly 
 It is based on the

theme of Bastar
culture and the
rural life of Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Aggarwal said that
Expo-22 will be organised by
the Women’s Chamber for the
first time at Niranjan
Dharamshala. It will inaugurat-
ed by Anusuiya Uikey,
Governor of Chhattisgarh.

Mahila Chamber State
President Madhu Arora
informed that Expo-22 is being
organised by Mahila Chamber
for the first time on July 21st
and 22nd  at Niranjan
Dharamshala. It  is a matter of
pride for all the traders of the

state, she added. Women’s
Chamber General Secretary
Pinky Agarwal said that the
Women’s Chamber is involved
in the arrangements for this
huge festival of the expo. On
Thursday, the nature of the
expo will be in front of the pub-
lic, she said. Expo-22 is a
unique initiative by the
Women’s Chamber, where you
will get the material produced
by the manufacturer directly
available for sale, due to which
visitors will get huge  profit on
the purchase. In the expo new
products of home furnishing,
sanitary ware, electronics,
scooters will be on display.
Domestic products like pure

coconut oil, pure sesame oil,
and seasonal items will also be
on display here. 

As the festival of Rakhi is
near, designer Rakhi and deco-
ration material made by men-
tally handicapped children will
be available. Today everyone is
conscious about their health,
for this a stall of Diet
Consultant and Nutrition will
also be there at Expo. Sanitary
items will be on display in an
area of about 1000 sq ft, with
latest products. 

Apart from this latest gar-
ments and other items will also
exhibited in the expo.Even
today people are not aware
about solar panels and they are
not aware of the facilities
being provided by the govern-
ment. Here you will get infor-
mation on this. New electronic
products -  radio, music system
will also be on display here.
Builders have also shown inter-
est in Expo-22. They will inform
their scheme at low interest
rate.

Guv to inaugurate Expo-2022 today
 To be organised by

Women’s Chamber
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Raipur, Jul 20:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave a big gift to
the women SHGs who
played an important role
in promoting organic
farming in the state by
manufacturing Vermi-
Compost, Super Compost
and Super Plus Compost

in Gauthans. Out of the
compost produced by
women’s SHGs, the incen-
tive amount will be given
at the rate of one rupee
per kg and 10 paise to coop-
erative societies in lieu of
compost sold till July 7,
2022. Regarding the distri-
bution of bonuses, an
order was issued by the
Ministry of Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Department
of Biotechnology on July
19. It is worth mentioning
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had ex-
pressed his intention to
grant a bonus to the
women self-help groups
making compost by
Gauthans in lieu of the
compost sold till July 7,
2022. In this regard, vari-
ous orders have been is-

sued by the Ministry of
Agriculture in compliance
with the decision taken in
the meeting of the Council
of Ministers held on July
7, 2022, under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Minister.

Under this order, in lieu
of the quantity of 17.64
lakh quintals of compost
produced by women SHG’s
sold till July 7, 2022,an
amount of Rs.17 crore 64
lakh will be disbursed to
women’s groups. This
amount of incentive will
be granted by the
Chhattisgarh government
from the budget provision
of the Godhan Nyay
Yojana. There is a provi-
sion of Rs 175 crore in the
budget for the year 2022-23
for Godhan Nyay Yojana.

It is worth mentioning

that Godhan Nyay Yojana
was started in the state on
July 20 2020 on the day of
‘Hareli Tihar’. Under this
scheme, cow dung is being
procured from cattle rear-
ing villagers for Rs.2 per
kg in Gauthans. So far,
more than 76 lakh quintals
of cow dung have been
procured, due to which
more than 16.81 lakh quin-
tals of vermicompost,
more than 5.16 lakh super
compost and 18 thousand
924 quintals super plus
compost have been pro-
duced by women groups,
in which a total quantity
of 17.64 lakhs of all three
types of compost has been
sold since then. In lieu of
this incentive, money will
be granted to women
groups and primary coop-
erative societies.

CM announces bonuses for 
compost-producing women’s groups
Bonus has been declared for women’s groups of one rupee and for cooperative societies of 10 paise per kg of compost

 About Rs.17.64 crore
will be paid to
women groups as a
bonus and Rs.1.76
crore to cooperative
societies

 Agriculture 
department issued
order regarding
bonus distribution

Raipur, Jul 20: 

Raipur Automobile
Dealers Association
(RADA) organised the
Annual General Meeting
for the formation of new
executive body of RADA
on July 16. Chief Guest of
the function Vinkesh
Gulati, FADA, Chairman
and special guest was
Amar Parwani,
President, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce.
RADA members and
more than 75 automobile
members of the state
were present in the pro-
gram. Secretary Ravindra
Bhasin welcomed the
guests and I.P.P. member
The program started by
lighting the traditional
lamp followed with
Saraswati Vandana.
Secretary Ravindra
Bhasin welcomed Chief
Guest FADA Chairman,

Vinkesh Gulati, Special
Guest Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce,
President, Amar
Parwani and I.P.P.
Members Mr. Shashank
Shah, Mr. Anil Agarwal
and Mr. Jayesh Pithalia
with floral bouquets. In
this event, President
Manish Raj Singhania,
Vice President Vivek
Garg, Secretary Ravindra

Bhasin and Treasurer
Naresh Patel took over
the stage while greeting
the automobile industry
members and guests pres-
ent. Secretary Savindra
Bhasin presented the
works done by RADA in
two years through slides.
After this, treasurer
Naresh Patel presented
the accounts of his tenure
before the executive body

and  apprised them of the
provisions for the coming
year. In the program, a
new executive body was
formed in Vivek Garg,
dealer of Sawastik Sales
(Yamaha) was elected as
President of RADA, He
been a member of RADA
for the past 14 years.
Ravindra Bhasin (Bhasin
Motors) was elected as
Vice President, Kailash

Khemani (City Honda) as
General Secretary and
Vivek Agarwal (Vandana
Auto) as Treasurer. The
office bearers were elect-
ed  unanimously for next
two years. Manish Raj
Singhania, Former
President of RADA, while
congratulating the elect-
ed office bearers, said
that the way I have re-
ceived everyone’s love
and support, for which I
am very grateful, our
work has become easier
with the guidance of the
Board members of
RADA. Newly elected
RADA Chairman Vivek
Garg met Mr. Manish Raj
Singhania and I.P.P.
Members Mr. Shashank
Shah, Mr. Anil Agarwal
and Mr. Jayesh Pithalia.
He thanked the members
of the board and the
members who were pres-
ent.

New executive body of RADA formed

Vivek Garg,
President, RADA

Ravindra Bhasin, 
Vice President, RADA

Kailash Khemani,
General Secretary, RADA

Vivek Agarwal,
Treasurer, RADA

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2200::

To create awareness about
the environment, 195 Battalion
of CRPF organised plantaion of
saplings of fruit-bearing and
shaded trees here on
Wednesday at Battalion Hq’s in
Barsoor. On this occasion
Commandant 195th Battalion
CRPF V Pratap Singh cited the
importance of plantation, trees
in ensuring healthy environ-

ment and human life. Along
with this he informed that the
plants and trees absorb the
Carbon Dioxide and releases
the Oxygen for the human
beings. Apart from this he also
cited the importance of bal-
ance of the environment,
Oxygen, climatic balance and
positive effect of plants and
herbs on human life.  On this
occasion he also gave a slogan
‘Jan-Jan tak ye sandesh

pahuchana hein, pratyek vyakti
ko prati varsh ek ‘ped’ lagana
hein aur us ‘ped’ ko bachana
hein’ (masses be passed on the
message to plant one sapling a
year and take care of it as
well).  On this occasion Second
Command Officer of the
Battalion Rajiv Kumar, Vikram
Kuar, Rajesh Kumar Yadav, Dy.
Commandant Jagdev Singh
Yadav, Dy. Commandant and
other officers were present.

Plantation of saplings done to create awareness
By 195th Battalion of CRPF in Barsoor

Raipur, Jul 20: 

Dr. Girish Chandel,
Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, visited Dau
Kalyan Singh
Agricultural College and
Research Center,
Bhatapara, run under the
Agriculture University.

On this occasion, he
discussed with the profes-
sors, scientists and stu-
dents of the college and
gave valuable sugges-
tions. On this occasion,
Dr. Chandel held a review
meeting regarding the
recognition given by the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research to
the colleges run under
the University. On this oc-
casion  he visited the Hi-
Tech Nursery Unit estab-

lished in the field of
Borsi Farm of the college
and appreciated the re-
search work being done
there. He also  planted a
sapling of Rudraksha in
the field of Borsi farm.
On the occasion the
Director Extension
Services of the
University, Dr. P.K.
Chandrakar, the Dean of
the college, Dr. Rajendra
Lakpale and the profes-
sors and scientists of the
college were present.
During the visit of Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish

Chandel to Bhatapara, a
meeting of the advisory
committee of scientists of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Bhatapara, Mungeli and
Bilaspur was organized
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra
Bhatapara. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel gave necessary
suggestions to strengthen
the functioning of Krishi
Vigyan Kendras and
called upon the senior
scientists to prepare an
action plan. He directed
to promote new tech-
niques of agriculture to

increase the income of
small and marginal farm-
ers through Krishi
Vigyan Kendra. Dr.
Chandel stressed on pro-
viding necessary market
to the farmers for food
processing, value addi-
tion and marketing of
manufactured products
to Krishi Vigyan Kendras
to double the income of
the farmers. On this occa-
sion, Dr. Chandel inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed soybean process-
ing unit at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra Bhatapara.

He appreciated the
work being done by
Krishi Vigyan Kendras
and advised Krishi
Vigyan Kendras to work
as incubation centers for
women self-help groups
and farmer producer or-
ganizations. Senior scien-
tists and subject matter
experts of Krishi  Vigyan
Kendras were present on
the occasion.

VC Dr Chandel reviews working of Agriculture College, KVK
 Inaugurated the

newly built soybean

processing unit
Jagdalpur, Jul 20: A
scheme has been made by
the Central Government to
provide financial assistance
to street vendors. This
scheme was named as
‘Pradhan Mantri Street
Vendors Self-Reliant Self-
Sanidhi Yojana’. Now
hoardings are being put up
in the city by claiming this
scheme as a plan that of the
state government by the
Congress. On which BJP
leader Santosh Bafna and
corporator Yogendra
Pandey have said that, keep-
ing in mind the condition of
small traders and for the
poor people who are suffer-
ing from the impact of
Corona epidemic, the Modi
government of the Center
has brought PM Swanidhi
Yojana (PMSY). Under
which bank loan is being
given to the beneficiary
without any guarantee in
the range of Rs 10000 to

50000. The BJP leader
charged that nothing has
been done on behalf of the
Congress for the street ven-
dors of the state like work-
ers of salons, cobblers,
paan-shops, tea stalls, laun-
dry etc. Rather the people’s
representatives from
Congress are trying to woo
them by manipulating the
name of PM Svanidhi
Yojana of the central gov-
ernment, writing only
Svanidhi scheme in the
hoardins and claiming it as
one of their scheme. Duo
charged that Congress gov-
ernment in the state has

done only one thing in the
last four years and i:e mis-
leading the public by claim-
ing the works approved dur-
ing the previous BJP
regime and various
schemes of the central gov-
ernment as their own. He
charged that no fund has
being being provided for
PM Svanidhi Yojana by the
state government level.
They are trying to claim it
as their by putting their
name’s in inaugural stone
for the funds coming from
the center for development
works and putting up hoard-
ings at different places. By

doing so they try to forget
that the public knows every-
thing in black and white. It
is worthwhile to mention
here that first the picture of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been put in the
above hoardings and after
that the pictures of the pub-
lic representatives of the
state have been published.
The presence of the Prime
Minister’s picture in the
above hoardings makes it
clear that this plan has not
been shown to be complete-
ly its own.

Since the Congress State
Government is implement-
ing this scheme in its state,
for this photographs of the
people’s representatives
have been published along
with the photo of the Prime
Minister. It should be noted
that nowhere in the board
has the state government
called the scheme as its
scheme.

State govt trying to gain cheap popularity: Bafna
By claiming Centre’s PMSY scheme as one by state govt

Bilaspur, Jul 20: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that the
personality and leader-
ship of the successful
Prime Minister of the
country, Narendra Modi
is amazing as is his de-
cision-making ability
and the art of amazing
people. He made this
statement on July 20,
2022 at 10 am in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium on
the occasion of a one-day
national seminar organ-

ized on the book
“Modi@20: Dreams
Meets Delivery” written
on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The program started
with lighting the lamp
and offering flowers at
the idols of Maa
Saraswati and Baba
Guru Ghasidas. On this
occasion, the Tarang
Band gave an enchanting
performance of
Saraswati Vandana and
Kulgeet. After welcoming
the guests on stage with
small saplings, the
Coordinator of the na-
tional seminar, Dr.
Ashwini Kumar Dixit,
Associate Professor,
Botany Department gave
the welcome address and
Co-coordinator, Prof.
Sushil Kumar Shahi,
Associate Professor,
Department of Botany
launched the theme of

the seminar “Modi@20:
Dreams Meets Delivery”.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that he
was proud to have the op-
portunity to serve
Chhattisgarh as the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University. The Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi
has redefined the princi-
ples of execution and
management of works
within the time limit. His
personality has the quali-
ty of co-operation and co-
ordination with purpose-
fulness, and just behav-
ior. He has started public
welfare schemes with the
ideal spirit of nation
building and
‘Vasudaivakutumbakam’
. National Education
Policy-2020 has started
an effort to make youth
self-reliant through skill

development and experi-
ential education. He said
that to diagnose the prob-
lem, one should know the
problem deeply and then
proceed with various op-
tions for its solution.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that to
make the students strong
and courageous entrepre-
neurs, we have to imple-
ment the Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh Yojana in
its entirety.

At the same time, he
appealed to the youth to
register themselves on
Self-reliant Chhattisgarh

portal, and said that
companies and other stu-
dents should also regis-
ter themselves on this
portal.

The Chief Guest of the
National Seminar, Prof.
Akhilesh Kumar Pandey,
Vice-Chancellor, Vikram
University, Ujjain said
that the political journey
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
long and successful and
is associated with vari-
ous experiments. He has
spread the concept of
economy by Mahatma
Gandhi which is based

on rural development. In
the Indian context, it is
considered better to im-
plement the policy of
having more and more
work done by more and
more people for rural de-
velopment. Referring to
both the terms of the
Modi government,
Professor Pandey dis-
cussed in detail the pro-
visions made for various
schemes and their imple-
mentation.

The Special Guest of
the seminar, Professor
Nilambari R. Dave, for-
mer in-charge Vice-
Chancellor and Head of
Department, Department
of Home Science,
Saurashtra University,
Rajkot, Gujarat said that
the journey of Hon’ble
Shri Narendra Modi ji
till becoming the Chief
Minister of Gujarat and
the Prime Minister of

the country is inspiring
for the people. She said
that the various schemes
being run by Shri
Narendra Modi, such as
‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ have brought
positive change in the so-
ciety. He has made con-
stant efforts to realize the
vision of development
for all. He has estab-
lished the Indian tradi-
tion of Yoga at the inter-
national level and today
the whole world is cele-
brating Yoga as
International Yoga Day.

On the occasion of
National Seminar, win-
ners of various competi-
tions like slogan, quiz,
poster, speech and
Rangoli competition
were honored by present-
ing certificates by the
guests on stage. The
guests also took stock of
the exhibition put up on

the first floor of the
Silver Jubilee
Auditorium. The book
“Modi@20: Dreams
Meets Delivery” has been
authored by twenty one
dignitaries of the coun-
try. Its preface has been
written by Bharat Ratna,
Swar Kokila, Ms Lata
Mangeshkar.

On this occasion, the
guests on stage were hon-
ored by presenting me-
mentos. At the end of the
program vote of thanks
was given by the
Registrar, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar and
the program was con-
ducted by Dr. Garima
Tiwari, Assistant
Professor of Forestry
Department. Deans of
various schools, heads of
departments, officers,
teachers and a large
number of students par-
ticipated in the program.

PM Modi amazes people with his amazing leadership skills: Prof. Chakrawal
 National seminar

on the book
‘Modi/20: Dreams
Meets Delivery’
organized at CU

Jagdalpur, Jul 20: 

Two mobile shop opera-
tors located in Balaji ward
under Kotwali police sta-
tion area of ??the district,
have come under scanner
of Odisha police with
charges of buying and sell-
ing stolen mobiles from
Odisha in Jagdalpur.
According to the informa-
tion received, the opera-
tors of two big mobile
shops of Balaji ward were
arrested late on Sunday
night by the Odisha Police
along with the police sta-
tion Kotwali on charges of
selling and buying stolen
mobiles. By late night both
the mobile shop operators
were released after serious
interrogation.

According to the infor-

mation received from the
sources, a police team
from the neighboring state
of Odisha, with the help of
local police in civil dress,
arrested two mobile shop
operators selling stolen
mobiles and brought them
to Jagdalpur City Kotwali.
After this, due to nexus
with the local Congress
leader, both the mobile op-
erators have got informa-
tion about being released
late at night after interro-
gation. As to on what basis
did the police leave the mo-
bile shop operators selling
stolen mobiles under the
protection of which
leader? After this the ques-
tion has started to arise
that if the police have to do
the work of giving protec-
tion to the criminals

under political pressure.
It is clear that if the

Odisha Police had reached
Jagdalpur to arrest the
shopkeepers selling stolen
mobiles, then their prelim-
inary investigation would
have been completed.
Police will not come from
one state to another just
on the basis of suspicion.
The police do not conduct
raid in other states until
they collect evidence after
confirming the possible
culprits. If the Odisha
Police has returned empty
handed under the pres-
sure of the Congress
leader, then it is not a diffi-
cult task to understand
such a situation created in

this way. It is natural that
the Odisha Police had
come for the purpose of
arresting these shop oper-
ators. But after the alleged
intervention of the
Congress leader, the ac-
cused were interrogated
and released late at night.
This incident remained
the subject of discussion
among the people through-
out the day.

On the other hand, those
who buy second hand mo-
biles from these two shops
are getting scared about
the likely consequences
and that they may land in
trouble.

Kotwali station in-
charge Eman Sahu said
that whenever any outside
police team comes to raid
in the city, the information
is given to the local police.
The police team that ar-
rived from Odisha had in-
formed about their ar-
rival, after which they con-
ducted raid in the two mo-
bile shops of city.

Odisha Police raids 2 mobile shops 
 Arrest two shop

operators and were

released late at night

after interrogation



Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 20: Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School has been
opened by the Chhattisgarh
government in Rajim city
of Gariaband district here,
but the admission process
in the school is still await-
ed. July 10 was scheduled
for online application in
the admission process, and
even after eight days the ad-
mission process is yet to
begun.

It is noteworthy that
from July 1 to 10, the par-
ents made online requisites
by visiting the Choice

Centers. In the school from
classes I to class XII will be
conducted in English medi-
um and for each class, 50-50
children are to be admitted.
In this season only 600 chil-
dren will be taken, but the
number of applications
submitted is more than two

thousand.
It is being said lottery

system will be used, to
choose the students.
Recently, District Collector
Prabhat Malik had reached
Rajiv Nagar under sur-
prise inspection, then
Ram Vishal Pandey

Inspected the Higher
Secondary School building
where Atmanand English
Medium School is to be op-
erated  and declared this
building appropriate.

District Education
Officer Karman Khatkar
has said that application
has been received in large
numbers and out of these,
after counseling, children
will be admitted through
lottery method. This
process is at the last stage,
the lottery process will be
started soon, he said.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Jul 20: With
demand to pay DA in line
with central officers and
HA in line with 7th pay-
scale, the government offi-
cers and employees of en-
tire block and state would
be on indefinite strike
starting from July 25 to 29.
In this regard a memoran-
dum was submitted to
SDM (Revenue) DR Dahire
on Tuesday seeking per-
mission for demonstra-
tion and protest.

In the above strike, al
the government officers
and employees of the
block would be present.
Block President of the
Federation Prafulla Bisen,
Shatruhan Dadsena and
Heeralal Chandrakar in-
formed that all the state

governments in different
states in the country are
providing HA and DA to
its employees at par with
central government em-
ployees and it is only in
Chhattisgarh that it is not
being paid and this has led
to great deal of resent-
ment among them officers
and employees.

On not getting this DA
and HA, the state govern-
ment officers and employ-
ees are facing loss of
around Rs 10000 per
month in the state in their
salary. Federation employ-
ees' charged that the
Chhattisgarh government
by not paying the DA and
HA to its employees for
last 3 years are openly ex-
ploiting them.

This is for the first time
that the government offi-

cers and employees have

to take to street in support
of their demands. They
charged that their just de-
mands are openly being
ignored and only commit-
tees are formed for provid-
ing assurances. Block
President Prafulla Bisen,
Class III Govt Employees'
Association Tehsil
President Rishi Kumar
Mahara, Block President
Mohan Singh Rajput and
others have urged all the
employees to be present in
large number on July 25-
29 and make this strike
successful. They in-
formed that this protest
will be held at block-level
and no work will be done
on these days.

Admission process in Atmanand English School on waiting

New body of student’s union sworn-in
Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Jul 20: The oath
ceremony of elected class
representatives of Class
10th, 11th and 12th of
Government Girl's HS
School, Birkoni was held
in the school with start of
'Saraswati Vandana' and
lighting of the traditional
lamp. Among the elected
reps of the student's
union, Mansi Yadav was
administered oath at Class
Head Girl of Class 12th;
Khushi Chandrkar as
Class sub-head of Class
11th and Durgarani

Nishad as Sub-head of
Class 10th; Shreya Tikedar
as Asst. Secy. Class 9th and
Nandini Sahu as Cultural

Secy of Class 11th and
Gitanjali Sahu as Sports
secy., Preeti Chandrakar as
Disciplinary secy; Madhu

Sahu as Science secy.,
Nikita Malekar as
Environment secy.,
Chanchal Sahu as Scout's
Secy., Kiran Sahis as Red
Cross secy., Meenakshi as
Class representative and
sub-representatives are -
Jyoti Sahu, Indrani Sahu,
Urmila Sahu, Sima
Nishad, Sima Yadav,
Chhaya Yadav and they all
took an oath to fulfill their
responsibilities with full
honesty and commitment.
On this occasion Principal
Tameshwari Verma and
all the school staff were
present.

Plantation carried out 
to create awareness 

Central Chronicle News

TTiillddaa--NNeeoorraa,,  JJuull  2200::  Under the
aegis of Folk Group of Education
Society (NGO), plantation pro-
gramme was organized in the
school campus of village pan-
chayat Bahesar and at Prayog
Ashram of Sasaholi. The main

aim of this organization is to or-
ganize plantation programme
and to make people aware about
environment. In this programme
sarpanch Sohan Kashyap, presi-
dent of school management
committee, members and teach-
ers were present. About 300-400
saplings were planted. 

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jul 20: With
demand for construction
of circuit house in Pendra,
Nagar Panchayat
President Rakesh Jalan
submitted a memorandum
to the Collector here on
Tuesday.

The circuit house which
was to be constructed in
Pendra under Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi (GPM)
district, is being shifted to
some other place and on
hearing about the same,
Nagar Panchayat

President Rakesh Jalan
and other public represen-
tatives submitted a memo-
randum to the Collector
and demanded its con-
struction in Pendra itself.

Nagar Panchayat
President Rakesh Jalan
said that the way the deci-
sion of shifting the Circuit
House from Pendra to
some other place speaks of
sheer negligence to
Pendra city and therefore
we all demand to construct

it in Pendra itself. On this
Collector assured to take it
into consideration and
would re-consider the deci-
sion to shift its construc-
tion site somewhere else.

Among those who sub-
mitted memorandum to
Collector included Cong
corporator Iqbal Singh
Upveja, BJP corporator
Rakesh Chaturvedi, JCC
(J) - Ganesh Jaiswal and
Congress media in-charge
Raees Khan.

MLA Lakheshwar ensures 
opening of college in Bastar

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jul 20: The stu-
dents of Bhond after Class
XII no longer need to visit
Jagdalpur and Bhanpuri
for higher studies as due
to efforts of local MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel budg-
et has been sanction for a
college in Bastar and
thereby old demand of the
people got fulfilled.

The decisions of state
government has been
hailed by the local people
and till an alternative
building is constructed
college will be opened in
the old hospital building.
From the academic ses-
sion 2022-23, first year
classes of BA, B Com and
B Sc will start and inter-

ested students can make
online application in the
admission portal of
Bastar University.

The number of seat in
first year are BA 90, B Sc

Science 45, Maths 45, and
B Com 90. In the first
phase online application
will be accepted till July
22, informs college princi-
pal S K Vasnikar.

Janpad CEO conducts
inspection of ‘Gouthans’

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Jul 20: CEO
Janpad Panchayat Sanat
Mahadeva conducted in-
tensive tour of Gouthans
in Gram Mudhipar,
Durugpali, Dhanora and
Bartunga on Tuesday and
gave necessary instruc-
tions to spruce up the sys-
tem in all the 'Gouthans'.

He directed the
Panchayat representatives
and Gouthan Samitis to
ensure purchase of cow-
dung from the 'Gouthans'
on daily basis and  under
no circumstances the cow-
dung purchased should
not be kept in the open
and instead it should be
put inside the vermi-tank.

Further he directed the

Secretary to ensure pack-
ing of vermi-compost pro-
duced in Gram Bartunga
and ensure it is selling.
Sarpanch Gram
Mudhipar Devsingh
Diwan apprised the CEO

about the valuation and
other problems being
faced and in this context
he gave necessary instruc-
tions to the technical offi-
cers to sort it out at the
earliest.

Bastar Commissioner, IG visit flood affected Konta 
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 20: Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade, Bastar Range IG
P. Sundarraj, Collector
Harish S. and Sukma S.P.
Sunil Sharma on
Wednesday visited the
flood affected area of
Konta Nagar.

It is to be known that in
the villages settled on the
banks of Shabari includ-
ing Konta town of Sukma
district, the situation of
flood was prevailing here
for the last few days due to
back water of Godavari.
For about five days, hun-
dreds of houses in ten
wards of the city were in
submersion.

For which Sukma dis-
trict administration has
opened 09 relief centers.
Cleanliness work is going
on in the city after the

flood water receded since
Tuesday. Commissioner
Bastar IG discussed with
the people in the relief
centers and inquired
about the damage caused
in the floods and the facili-
ties being provided in the
relief camps.

During this, he took cog-

nizance of cleanliness,
water supply, electricity,
food system etc. in relief
camps. Commissioner
Dhawade has directed to
provide early food at the re-
lief center as per the time
of the people. Along with
this, instructions were
given to further improve

the sanitation system.
During this, the top offi-

cials asked the people of
the relief camp about the
arrangements and diffi-
culties, and everyone gave
satisfactory answers about
the facilities being provid-
ed. Meanwhile, Sukma
Collect Haris S.

Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma and other
officers were present. In
the relief camp, people
told that all necessary fa-
cilities are being provided
to them by the Sukma dis-
trict administration.
Overview of the ongoing
survey work in the ward.

All the officers includ-
ing Commissioner
Dhawade inspected the
wards most affected by the
floods of Konta Nagar.
During this, he also ob-
served the survey work in
ward number 14, 15. He
also instructed the officers
and patwaris engaged in
the survey work to main-
tain all the details system-
atically, so that the damage
can be properly assessed.
And according to the
rules, compensation
amount can be provided to
the flood affected.
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Nagar Panchayat President 
submits memo to Collector
p Demanding construction

of circuit house in 
Pendra only

RPF celebrates ‘Aazadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 20:
Railway Protection Force
celebrated Aazadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav",here at
Paramanand Sanskrit
Higher Secondary School,
located in Param Shanti
Dham Ashram Pendra
Road.Mohanlal Kesari,
son of Pendra's freedom
fighter Late Gaya Prasad
Kesari and former
President of Kesari Samaj
and Hirachand Jain, great-
grandson of Late
Lalchand Jain were felici-

tated by RPF as a token of
respect to the doyens of
the Indian freedom strug-
gle.

On the completion of 75
years of independence, the
senior social worker of the
city, Mathura Soni, shed
light on the Amrit

Mahotsav being celebrated
in detail and introduced
all the guests. On this occa-
sion, the lady constable of
the department, Uma
Lilhare, presented the RPF
sing and President of
Sanskrit Vidyalaya,
Prakash Namdev, present-

ed the song of Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence. The singer
of the city Harprasad Pal
also recited a patriotic
song. On this occasion,
the entire staff of the
school, students, R.P.F.
Staff Ajit Waghmare, G.L.
Sahu, K. S.Yadav, Bable
Saini, S. K. Som, S.
N.Yadav, A.D. Samadia, PC
Narang, Tapaswani
Pradhan, Mahangi Paikra,
Manish Verma, Priyanka
Dubey, Pushpendra
Kumar Vishwakarma,
Bindeshwari Tiwari were
present.

Govt employees to go on strike from Jul 25-29

VP MEETS  AFRICAN LEADERS

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu meets African leaders Badara A. Joof, Vice President of Gambia, Marie Cyril Eddy
Boissézon, Vice President of Mauritius, W.K. Mutale Nalumango, Vice President of Zambia and Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, Deputy Prime Minister of Namibia at Hyderabad House in New Delhi.

LORD SHIVA DEVOTEES

Kanwariyas (Lord Shiva devotees) at the Har Ki Pauri ghat to collect water from the Ganga river during the holy
month of ‘Shravan’, in Haridwar, Wednesday, July 20.
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BRIEF

The IET India
Awards 2022

Bengaluru: The
Institution of
Engineering and
Technology (IET) has
opened nominations
for the second edition
of the IET India
Awards 2022. The
awards aim to recog-
nise exemplary con-
tributions and break-
through innovation in
engineering across
the IET’s areas of
focus. The seven cate-
gories open for nomi-
nations are: IET India
Lifetime Achievement
Award, The Youth
Engineering Icon of
the Year, IET India
Young Woman
Engineer Award, IET
India Volunteering
Award, IET India
Future Tech Awards,
IET India Mobility
Awards, IET India
Engineering the
Future of Work
Award.

Jail official
attacked

Patiala: Six inmates
here allegedly at-
tacked the assistant
jail superintendent of
the central jail, who
had gone to search the
barracks on
Wednesday. Police
said a case has been
registered against the
accused, including
Amanpreet Singh,
Gurdeep Singh,
Sukhdeep Singh and
Jagdeep Singh. Police
said a jail inmate,
Karamjit Singh, had
given a written com-
plaint to Additional
Jail Superintendent
Gurcharan Singh
Dhaliwal that some
inmates were trying
to extort money 
from him.

Manipur 
landslide

Imphal: The
Manipur government
on Wednesday offi-
cially called off
search operations 20
days after a massive
landslide struck a
railway construction
site in Noney district.
Sixty-one people have
lost their lives in the
worst natural disaster
to have occurred in
the northeastern state
in recent memory,
while 18 people were
rescued, Chief
Minister N Biren
Singh said. Fifty-six
bodies have been re-
trieved from under
the debris.

5 dead 
Rae Bareli (UP): Five
people, including two
children, died and
three were injured
when a truck over-
turned on their car on
Rae Bareli-Prayagraj
highway here, police
said on Wednesday.
The accident took
place on Tuesday
night when eight
members from two
families were return-
ing home after dinner,
they said. The locals
informed the police
after pulling out the
victims and rushed
them to the district
hospital.

Scattered showers 
Jaipur: The
Meteorological
Department has fore-
cast scattered rainfall
in east Rajasthan and
at isolated places in
western areas of the
state on Wednesday.
Heavy rainfall oc-
curred at isolated
places in east
Rajasthan and light to
moderate rainfall was
recorded in other
parts in 24 hours that
ended at 8.30 am, a
MeT department
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Ninety-five of the 132
non-attainment cities cov-
ered under the National
Clean Air Programme
(NCAP), which targets 20
to 30 percent reduction in
particulate matter concen-
tration by 2024, have wit-
nessed an overall improve-
ment in PM10 levels in the
last four years, the govern-
ment has said.

The 132 non-attainment
cities covered under
NCAP did not meet the
prescribed national ambi-
ent air quality standards
for five consecutive years
(2011-2015).

The acceptable annual
standard for PM 10 and
PM2.5 is 60 micrograms
per cubic metre and 40 mi-
crograms per cubic metre,
respectively. Cities that
showed overall improve-
ment in PM 10 concentra-

tion since 2017 include
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Chandigarh, Dehradun,
Patna, Nagpur, Pune,
Agra, Allahabad, Bareilly,
Firozabad, Moradabad,
Kanpur, Varanasi,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Jamshedpur, Ranchi,
Raipur among others.

In Delhi, the PM10 con-
centration has reduced
from 241 micrograms per
cubic metre in 2017 to 196
micrograms per cubic
metre in 2021, according to
the data presented by
Union Minister of State
for Environment Ashwini
Kumar Choubey in the
Lok Sabha.

Responding to another
question, the minister said
the Environment Ministry
has granted environmen-
tal clearance to 10 coal-

based thermal power proj-
ects at the central level
during the last three years.

At COP 26 in November
last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced that India’s non-
fossil energy capacity will
reach 500 GW by 2030.

He had said India will
fulfil 50 per cent of its en-
ergy requirements from
renewable energy sources
by 2030 and reduce its total
projected carbon emis-
sions by one billion tonnes
by that year.

India will reduce the
carbon intensity of its
economy by 45 per cent,
over 2005 levels and
achieve the target of net
zero emissions by 2070, PM
Modi had said.

Net zero means achiev-
ing a balance between the
greenhouse gases put into
the atmosphere and those
taken out.

Most cities covered 
under clean air programme showed
improvement in PM10 levels: Govt

Kolkata, Jul 20 (PTI):

Tour operators are ex-
pecting a never before
boom of tourist arrivals
in West Bengal this
Durga Puja season if
there is no Covid-19
surge, with bookings and
inquiries pouring in from
various countries as well
as other states within
India. Travel Agents
Federation of India’s
eastern region chairman
Anil Punjabi said that
there will be a similar
movement of travellers
from West Bengal for a
taste of wanderlust to
various countries in
Europe and the Far East,
apart from domestic des-
tinations. “This time it
will be a boom. If there is
no Covid surge, we are ex-

pecting big business,” he
told PTI. Raj Basu, con-
venor of the Association
for Conservation of
Tourism, said that most
of the destinations in
forests and hills in the
state have been booked
from early October till
after Diwali.

With a lot of bookings
and enquiries from peo-
ple from various coun-
tries and Indian states,
tourist arrivals to
Kolkata and other parts of
the state will be at an “all-
time high” this time,
Punjabi said.

He said that after the
Durga Puja in Kolkata
was included in
UNESCO’s representative
list of intangible cultural
heritage of humanity in
2021, the interest shown

in being part of it among
foreigners and domestic
tourists has increased
manifold. “There is big
demand from foreigners
to visit Kolkata and other
parts of Bengal,” Punjabi
said.

He said that NRIs ac-
companied by their for-
eign friends are expected
to come from Europe, the
USA, Canada, Dubai,
Hong Kong and
Singapore. Besides, citi-
zens of various countries
will come on their own.

“After the Durga Puja
celebrations, many of
them will also be going to
the hills to enjoy cooler
climes,” Punjabi said.

While the large commu-
nity pujas in Kolkata have
always been huge crowd
pullers, people are now

also making a beeline for
visiting the old ‘zamindar
bari’ pujas, which are
considered heritage and
strict followers of rituals.

Even as tourists from
various places are show-
ing interest in coming to
Kolkata to be part of the
five-day long festivities
during the Durga Puja in
October, a large section of
people in the city and
other places in West
Bengal want to visit qui-
eter places.

Punjabi said that a lot
of people are showing in-
terest in and booking des-
tinations in Europe, the
Middle East, Maldives
and Far Eastern coun-
tries like Thailand and
also Vietnam with which
Kolkata now has direct
flight connectivity.

Tour operators expect boom 
time this Durga puja season in Bengal

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

With opposition’s
protests on price rise dis-
rupting Parliament pro-
ceedings, the BJP on
Wednesday took a swipe
at Rahul Gandhi saying
the Congress leader may
have been “unproductive
politically” but he
should not try to curb
the legislature’s produc-
tivity.

Parliament’s monsoon
session has seen little
business since it started
on Monday due to oppo-
sition members, includ-
ing from the Congress,
disrupting its proceed-
ings over issues like
fresh GST on certain
food items and price rise
in general. The govern-
ment and the opposition

have accused each other
of running away from
debate on critical issues
facing the country.

Attacking Gandhi,
Union minister and BJP
leader Smriti Irani al-
leged his political life
has been dotted with
show of disrespect to
parliamentary proce-
dures and traditions. He
is now adamant to bring
down the productivity of
Lok Sabha, she told re-
porters.

As an Amethi MP be-
tween 2004 and 2019, he
never posed any question
in Parliament and when
he “abandoned” the con-
stituency and became
the MP of Wayanad, his
attendance in Lok Sabha
was less than 40 per cent
in the winter session in

2019, Irani said. He has
also never proposed any
private member’s bill,
she added. She had de-
feated Gandhi in Amethi
in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. Irani also took a
dig at him over his fre-
quent foreign visits and
said this has become a
matter of worry for his
own party.

“His political life has
been spent disrespecting
parliamentary tradi-
tions. Now he is dedicat-
ing himself to ensuring
that parliamentary pro-
ceedings and debates do
not take place,” she said.

“He may be unproduc-
tive politically but he
should not dare to con-
tinuously curb
Parliament’s productivi-
ty,” she added.

BJP takes a dig at ‘politically
unproductive’ Rahul

Chandigarh, Jul 20 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday slammed the
Centre for not giving the
state a representation in
the committee formed on
minimum support price.

AAP leader and the
party’s Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav Chadha alleged
the exclusion of Punjab
from the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) panel
was “deliberate” and
termed it an “insult” to the
people of the state.

In a tweet, Mann said, “I
condemn that the Centre
has not given representa-
tion to Punjab in the panel
on MSP as was promised
to farmers... Punjab’s
farmers are already stuck
in crop cycle and debt.
MSP is our legal right...
The Centre should ensure
representation of Punjab

in the MSP committee.”
The Union government

has formed a committee
on Minimum Support
Price (MSP), eight months
after it promised to set up
such a panel. According to
the notification issued on
Monday, the committee
will look into ways to
make MSP available to
farmers by making the
system more effective and
transparent. Besides MSP,
the committee will look
into ways to promote natu-
ral farming, crop diversifi-

cation, and micro-irriga-
tion schemes.

Among others, senior
members of agricultural
universities, five central
government secretaries
and chief secretaries of
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Odisha are part of the
panel. The Samyukta
Kisan Morcha, an umbrel-
la body of farmer unions,
has declared that it will
not be a part of the panel.
Rejecting the committee, it
alleged that “so-called
farmer leaders” who sup-
ported the now-repealed
farm laws are its mem-
bers. Objecting to the ex-
clusion of Punjab institu-
tions and state govern-
ment representatives from
the MSP committee,
Chadha said, “By deliber-
ately excluding Punjab,
the Central government
has insulted our people.”

Bhagwant Mann slams Centre for not giving
representation to Punjab in MSP panel

Mumbia, Jul 20:

The Enforcement
Directorate has issued
fresh summons to Shiv
Sena MP Sanjay Raut to
appear before it for ques-
tioning on Wednesday in a
money laundering case
linked to alleged irregular-
ities in the re-development
of a Mumbai ‘chawl’ and
related transactions in-
volving his wife and ‘asso-
ciates’, officials said.

The Rajya Sabha MP,
who is in the Uddhav
Thackeray camp, had de-
nied any wrongdoing and
alleged that he was being
targeted due to political
vendetta. ,Raut has been
asked to depose at the
agency’s regional office in
Mumbai. He has been
questioned once in this
case on July 1 and spent
about 10 hours with the in-
vestigating officer during
which his statement was

recorded under the crimi-
nal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

“I gave full cooperation
and answered all their
questions. I will appear
again if they call me,”
Raut had told reporters
while exiting. He said he
was ‘fearless and undaunt-
ed’ as he has ‘not done any-
thing wrong in life’. The
development comes amid
a rebellion in the Shiv
Sena with a tussle over
party symbol and control
of the organisation be-
tween former

Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray on
one side and current chief
minister Eknath Shinde
on the other. In April, the
ED provisionally attached
assets worth over Rs 11.15
crore of Raut’s wife
Varsha Raut and two of
his associates as part of
this investigation. The at-
tached properties are in
the form of land held by
Pravin M Raut, Sanjay
Raut’s aide and a former
director of Guru Ashish
Construction Pvt Ltd, at
Palghar, Saphale (town in
Palghar) and Padgha (in
Thane district). These
properties also include a
flat in Mumbai’s suburb
Dadar held by Varsha
Raut and eight plots at
Kihim beach in Alibaug
jointly held by Varsha
Raut and Swapna Patkar,
wife of Sujit Patkar, a
‘close associate’ of Sanjay
Raut, the ED had said.

ED issues fresh summons to Sanjay Raut

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jul 20 (PTI): The
Corporations and
Municipalities in Kerala
will soon have Solid Waste
Management (SWM)
Engineers to handle the
waste management issues
and help the urban civic
bodies to find lasting solu-
tions to the growing men-
ace of solid wastes.

The posting of the SWM
Engineers is part of the
Kerala Solid Waste
Management Project
(KSWMP) which is being
implemented by the state
government in collabora-
tion with the World Bank
and Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB).

As part of the project,
SWM Engineers will be
posted in all the 93 urban

local bodies consisting of
six corporations and 87
municipalities, state
LSGD Minister M V
Govindan said on
Wednesday.

These engineers will be
part of the municipal level
Project Implementation
Units (PIU) of the KSWMP,
he noted.

SWM Engineers will be
responsible for providing
guidelines to the respec-
tive Urban Local Body ad-
ministration and devising
solid waste management
plans according to the
local needs and environ-
ment. They will support
municipal administra-
tions for preparing, imple-
menting, and overseeing
solid waste management
initiatives.

Kerala civic bodies 
to have solid waste

management engineers NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2200::

The Army has been making
‘earnest’ efforts by expanding
its horizon for recruiting
female candidates in its vari-
ous arms/services and is exam-
ining further increase in num-
ber of women officers based on
functional capacities without
compromise on operational
efficiency, the Centre has told
the Supreme Court. 

In an affidavit filed before
the top court, the Centre said
granting equal opportunity to
all eligible candidates, if 50 per
cent of the vacancies are kept
open for women candidates, up
to 90 women can be inducted
in these ten arms/services per
year. 

“Since regular entry of 20
women cadets per year
through National Defence
Academy has already been
approved, this leaves the bal-
ance induction of 70 women

officers through the Short
Service entry route which is 10
less than the present intake of
80. “It is submitted that the
Short Service Commission
Women Officers are eligible for
consideration for permanent
commission. With assumed
intake of 50 per cent women
after applying combat exclu-
sion, up to 90 women can be
inducted per year which trans-
lates to a representation of
(16.33 per cent) per batch and
an overall strength of 1,876
Women Officers (276 more
than current planning figure of
1,600),” the affidavit stated. 

The Centre also stated that a
study has been conducted to
holistically examine the impli-
cation of opening National
Defence Academy to women
and to determine a pragmatic
women officer cadre size keep-
ing in mind existing ground
realities and a gender neutral
outlook. 

Army making efforts to
recruit women: Govt to SC
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STATE PRIZE TO SCHUMACHER

Corinna Schumacher (L), wife of former Formula One champion Michael
Schumacher, and daughter Gina Schumacher, react after having been presented
with a State Prize to Michael Schumacher at the Motorworld Koeln event location in
Cologne, western Germany on July 20.

PUTIN MEETS EBRAHIM RAISI

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi pose for a photo prior to their talks at
the Saadabad palace, in Tehran, Iran, Iran.

Colombo, Jul 20 (PTI):

The anti-government
protesters in Sri Lanka,
who forced President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
flee the country and quit,
on Wednesday demanded
the resignation of his suc-
cessor Ranil
Wickremesinghe who has
been elected as the new
President. The 73-year-old
Acting President and six-
time former prime minis-
ter secured 134 votes in
the 225-member House
while his nearest rival and
dissident ruling party
leader Dullas
Alahapperuma got 82. He
will take the oath of office
on Thursday. The anti-gov-
ernment protesters had
called for the resignation
of Wickremesinghe, who

was appointed prime min-
ister in May. The protest-
ers burnt down his private
home and also stormed
his prime ministerial of-
fice in Colombo in demon-

strations against his lead-
ership early this month.

“He has been elected
against the will of the peo-
ple. The Rajapaksas have
brought him in,” Father

Jeewantha Peiris, a
spokesman for the protest
group Aragalaya’, told re-
porters.

“We will continue our
protest campaign until
Wickremesinghe resigns,
he stressed.

Meanwhile, Colombo
Fort Magistrate Thilina
Gamage issued an order
barring people from enter-
ing or gathering within a
50 meter radius of the
Bandaranaike Statue lo-
cated in Galle Face in the
heart of Colombo.

Sri Lanka Police told
the court that there is a
possible attempt being
made to cause harm to the
statue of the former
prime minister which is
situated closer to the
protest site near the office
of the president.

Lankan protesters to continue demanding
resignation of Wickremesinghe

Sri Lankans attend a peaceful sit down protest demanding
the ouster of  Newly elected President Ranil Wickremesinghe
outside president’s office in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday,
July 20. 

London, Jul 20 (PTI):

The hottest day in histo-
ry may be over but the
heat of the Conservative
Party leadership battle in-
tensified on Wednesday as
Tory lawmakers cast their
last round of votes to de-
termine the final two can-
didates in the race to re-
place Boris Johnson as
British Prime Minister.

Rishi Sunak is holding
firm as the frontrunner
with 118 votes from
Tuesday’s secret ballot,
but the fact that he gained
just three votes from Tom
Tugendhat’s camp after
the Tory backbencher’s
elimination has triggered
intense speculation over
tactical voting and even
rigging. While the British
Indian former Chancellor

is almost confirmed as one
of the final two candi-
dates, the battle for second
spot between Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt
and Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss has become increas-
ingly heated as questions
arise over how the latter
gained 15 more votes to hit
86.

In contrast, Mordaunt
increased her tally by 10 to
hold on to second place
with 92 votes.

“There is vote-rigging
going on. There is no way
that Truss picked up 15
votes from Tom
Tugendhat. Someone is
moving votes around, one
baffled Tory MP told The
Daily Telegraph newspa-
per. “Rishi only went up by
three votes. That does not
make any sense. They

want Rishi versus Liz,”
the MP said.

A leading pro-Sunak MP
admitted to the newspaper
that it was “entirely possi-
ble” that individual MPs
had acted on their own ini-
tiative but there was no
central direction from
Sunak.

“It’s entirely possible
that individual members
of Parliament have chosen
to do things for their own
outcomes, but as a cam-
paign we’ve been very
clear that we’ve encour-
aged every colleague that
wants Rishi to win to vote
for him.

Colleagues have been
lobbied very hard to vote
for other people on a lend
me your vote’ basis. We
haven’t been doing that,”
the MP said.

Clashes, bidding, rigging: Vote to
pick final 2 in UK PM race heats up

Doklam, Jul 20:

New satellite images
emerged on Tuesday indi-
cating the construction of
a Chinese village East of
the Doklam plateau on the
Bhutanese side, a region
that is considered impor-
tant for India’s strategic
interest.

The Indian and Chinese
armies were locked in a 73-
day stand-off at the
Doklam tri-junction after
China tried to extend a
road in the area that
Bhutan claimed belonged
to it. A news channel came
out with the images cap-
tured by MAXAR, a com-
pany that focuses on space
technology and intelli-
gence, and said the village
is fully inhabited with cars
parked at the doorstep of
virtually every home. It

said alongside the village
is a neatly marked all-
weather carriageway,
which is part of China’s
“extensive land grab” in
Bhutan. The road could
give China access to a
strategic ridge in the
Doklam plateau.

There was no immedi-
ate comment from the
Army on the new images.
“The new satellite images,
sourced from Maxar, indi-
cate that a second village
in the Amo Chu river val-
ley is now virtually com-
plete while China has
stepped up construction of
a third village or habita-
tion further South,” said
the report.

The government had
said previously that it
keeps an eye on all the ac-
tivities along its border.

China has been ramping

up border infrastructure
in several sensitive loca-
tions, including along the
Line of Actual Control in
eastern Ladakh where the
Chinese People’s
Liberation Army has been
locked in an over two-year
standoff with the Indian
Army.

In October last year,
Bhutan and China signed
an agreement on a “three-
step roadmap” to expedite
negotiations to resolve
their festering boundary
dispute.

Bhutan shares an over
400-km-long border with
China and the two coun-
tries have held over 24
rounds of boundary talks
in a bid to resolve the dis-
pute. The two countries
also held 10 rounds of ne-
gotiations at the ‘Expert
Group’ level.

Satellite images show China building
new village East of Doklam plateau

Washington, Jul 20 (AP):

For most of the major
carbon-polluting nations,
promising to fight climate
change is a lot easier than
actually doing it. In the
United States, President
Joe Biden has learned that
the hard way.

Among the 10 biggest
carbon emitters, only the
European Union has en-
acted polices close to or
consistent with interna-
tional goals of limiting
warming to just a few
more tenths of a degrees,
according to scientists and
experts who track climate
action in countries.

But Europe, which is
broiling through a record-
smashing heat wave and
hosting climate talks this

week, also faces a short-
term winter energy
crunch, which could cause
the continent to backtrack
a tad and push other na-
tions into longer, dirtier
energy deals, experts said.

Even if Europe meets all
of its climate goals and the
rest of us don’t, we all lose,
said Kate Larsen, head of
international energy and
climate for the research
firm Rhodium Group.
Emissions of heat-trap-
ping gases don’t stop at na-
tional borders, nor does
the extreme weather that’s
being felt throughout the
Northern Hemisphere.

It’s a grim outlook.
There’s no getting away
from it, I’m afraid, said cli-
mate scientist Bill Hare,
CEO of Climate Analytics.

Most major nations
lag in acting on 

climate-fighting goals

MMoossccooww,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP))  ::

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday that the
flow of Russian natural gas to
European customers has
dwindled due to the West’s
own fault and warned that it
could continue ebbing.

Putin’s statement further
cranked up pressure on the
European Union, which fears
Russia could cut off gas to
wreak economic and political
havoc in Europe in the winter.

Speaking to Russian
reporters in Tehran, where he
attended the talks with the
leaders of Iran and Turkey,
Putin said the amount of gas
pumped through the Nord
Stream pipeline to Germany
will fall further from 60 mil-
lion to 30 million cubic meters
a day, or about one fifth of its
capacity, if a turbine isn’t
quickly replaced.

He added that Russia could
launch the recently complet-
ed Nord Stream 2 pipeline

that has never entered serv-
ice, but noted that it would
only have half of its designat-
ed capacity because the rest
has been used for domestic
needs.

The Russian leader also
warned the West that its plan
to cap the prices of Russian
oil as part of its sanctions
over Ukraine will destabilize
the global oil market and
make prices soar.

We are hearing some crazy
ideas about restricting the
volumes of Russian oil and
capping the Russian oil price,
he said. The result will be the
same a rise in prices. Prices
will skyrocket.

Since Russian troops rolled
into Ukraine in February, the
EU has approved bans on
Russian coal and most oil to
take effect later this year but
did not include natural gas
because the 27-nation bloc
depends on it to power facto-
ries, generate electricity and
heat homes.

Putin warns EU that gas 
supplies could keep dwindling

CCaannbbeerrrraa,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP)):: A five-
year government report found
Australia’s environment contin-
ues to deteriorate due to cli-
mate change, resource extrac-
tion and other causes, prompt-
ing leaders on Tuesday to
promise new laws and enforce-
ment of them. The State of the
Environment report also adds
political pressure on the gov-
ernment to set a more ambi-

tious greenhouse gas reduction
target when Parliament
resumes next week for the first
time since May 21 elections.
The previous conservative gov-
ernment received the report in
December but decided against
making it public before the
elections. The center-left Labor
Party won on pledges including
greater action on climate
change. It wants a target to

reduce emissions by 43%
below 2005 by the end of the
decade enshrined in law when
Parliament sits on July 26.
Several unaligned lawmakers
want a more ambitious target.
Environment Minister Tanya
Plibersek said the report sent a
very strong message that we
need to do better, but she
rejected calls for deeper emis-
sion cuts.

Australia losing animals, natural land as environment decays

Senate panel OKs 
NATO expansion, rushing

to full Senate vote
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  JJuull  2200  ((AAPP)):: The
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee gave easy bipartisan
approval Tuesday to admitting
Finland and Sweden into NATO,
as lawmakers aimed for quick
Senate passage and a show of
congressional support for expan-
sion of the U.S. and European
defense alliance in the face of
Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Committee members approved
the expansion by voice vote. Sen.
Rand Paul, a Kentucky
Republican and frequent critic of
U.S. policy abroad, voted a neu-
tral present rather than yes or no.

S ri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa formally resigned on

July 15, 2022, having earlier fled the
country amid widespread protests in the
Southern Asian nation. The man who re-
placed him, Prime Minister and now in-
terim President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
is likewise facing calls to go amid politi-
cal and economic turmoil. Although the
drama escalated over a matter of days
during which the presidential palace and
the prime minister's residence were both
occupied by demonstrators the crisis is
years in the making, argues Neil DeVotta,
professor of politics and international af-
fairs at Wake Forest University. The
Conversation U.S. asked DeVotta, who
grew up in Sri Lanka and specialises in
South Asian politics, to explain what
brought about the crisis and where the
nation of 22 million goes from here.

What happened in Sri Lanka was real-
ly quite revolutionary. For the first time in
the country's history, you had a presi-
dent resign and in the most humiliating
manner. Gotabaya Rajapaksa had earlier
announced his intention to step down
but did not do so immediately, because
once he did that he would lose his presi-
dential immunity from prosecution.
Instead he fled the country, first going to
the Maldives and then to Singapore.
Some claim he may now be looking to
get to Saudi Arabia all of which is some-
what ironic given that Dubai, the
Maldives and Saudi Arabia are Muslim
states, and during his tenure in power
Rajapaksa stood accused of encouraging
Islamophobia to bolster his lock on
power.

The catalyst behind all this was a
protest movement. Demonstrators have
since left the president's and the prime
minister's official residence, but the
protest movement has only partly suc-
ceeded. They wanted Rajapaksa and his
brothers gone. But many also wanted the
ouster of Prime Minister

Wickremesinghe. Instead,
Wickremesinghe, who was not elected to
Parliament and got a seat only through a
national list that tops up the legislature,
has now been sworn in as interim presi-
dent. So a man with no mandate his
party got only a small fraction of the 11.5
million valid votes cast in the 2020 elec-
tion is now acting president and may end
up with the job full time once the Sri
Lankan Parliament holds a secret ballot
on July 20, 2022.

WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  ssppaarrkk  ttoo  tthhee  ccrriissiiss??
The spark was really set off in April

2021 when Rajapaksa announced a ban
on fertilisers, herbicides and pesticides.

Successive Sri Lankan governments
have long been living beyond their
means and employing a debt rollover
strategy to keep the country afloat in
short, the country was relying on new
loans, alongside revenue from tourism
and international remittance, to pay
down its debt. But then came COVID-19,
which severely affected tourism and
contributed to what economists call a
balance of payments crisis. In other
words, the country was unable to pay for
essential imports or service its debt. This
pushed the government to abruptly an-
nounce a ban on herbicides and fertilis-
ers something they hoped would save
the country US 400 million dollars on im-
ports annually. The president had previ-
ously indicated that the move to organic
agriculture would take place over 10
years. Instead, it was implemented
abruptly despite warnings over the im-
pact it would have on agriculture yields.
That led to farmers' protesting.

They were soon joined by sympathetic
unions. The balance of payments crisis
went far beyond farming. It got to the
point when the government couldn't pay
for almost anything it was hoping to im-
port, leading to shortages in medicines
and milk powder. And that led to people
from other sectors also protesting. On
top of this, the government was printing
money to pay for goods. This inevitably
led to inflation which is running above
50%. The tipping point came when peo-
ple found that they could no longer pay
for cooking gas and fuel. A few weeks
ago, the government announced that it
would provide fuel for essential services
only, shuttering schools and ordering
workers to stay at home.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wwaass  aa  ppuurreellyy  eeccoonnoommiicc  ccrriissiiss??
Not quite. While the spark was a bal-

ance of payments crisis, I believe that
underpinning the mess is a deep-rooted
ethnonationalism that has allowed and

encouraged corruption, nepotism and
short-termism. Since at least the 1950s,
Sri Lanka has been in the grips of
Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism. The
Sinhalese make up around 75% of the
population, with Tamils at around 15%
and Muslims at 10%. Sinhalese Sri
Lankans have long been favoured when it
comes to access to universities and gov-
ernment positions. This has been to the
detriment of not only the country's mi-
norities but also its governance. It has
led to a decay in how the state functions.
Sri Lanka has ended up with a system
that disregards merit and is instead root-
ed in enthnocracy rule by one dominant
group. And that has helped spread nepo-
tism and corruption. The fact that the
Rajapaksa brothers helped brutally sup-
pressed and defeated a three-decade
Tamil insurgency bolstered their creden-
tials among Sinhalese Buddhist national-
ists and consolidated their grip on
power. That civil war, which ended in
2009, also contributed to the current cri-
sis. Through the conflict, the Sri Lankan
government ran national deficits to fi-
nance the counterinsurgency.

After the war, the Rajapaksas looked
to develop the country by building up its
infrastructure. What the country instead
got was blingfrastructure vanity proj-
ects, often financed by China, that were
dogged by corruption and graft. One
such project is an airport that sees very
few planes land or take off. I visited the
Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport
in 2015, and the only other people there
were a coachload of students from a
school on a field trip. Nothing has
changed since then. Other such wasteful
projects include a conference centre and
cricket ground called the Mahinda
Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium
not far from the Mattala airport that
hosts next to nothing. And then there is
the Lotus Tower, the tallest communica-
tions tower in South Asia, which was
supposed to contain other facilities and
was ceremonially opened in 2019 but re-
mains out of operation.

The construction of such projects has
been dogged by suggestions of corrup-
tion. Such projects largely involved
Chinese construction firms, often using
Chinese labourers including Chinese
prisoners, in the case of the Hambantota
Port, now leased to China for 99 years
because Sri Lanka could not pay its
debts. Sri Lankans themselves have ben-
efited only little. On paper it looked like
the country was developing and GDP
was rising. But the growth was from ex-

ternal money rather than goods and
services generated in Sri Lanka. Chinese
loans with short terms and high interest
played no small role in quickening Sri
Lanka's debt problem. As a result, the
country currently owes between 5 billion
and 10 billion to China, and its overall
debt stands at 51 billion dollars.

WWhhaatt  hhaappppeenn  nneexxtt??
The most important thing that Sri

Lanka needs going forward is political
stability. Without that, you will not get
the help required from the international
community. And Sri Lanka is not going to
get out of its economic mess without
help from international actors, such as
the International Monetary Fund, the
Asian Development Bank and the World
Bank. It also needs help from partners
like India, Japan, China and the U.S. As it
is, Wickremesinghe, the interim presi-
dent, has said the country will suffer
shortages in goods until the end of 2023.
Sri Lanka needs large-scale, long-term
economic restructuring. And for that to
happen, the government will have to re-
structure its bilateral debt the IMF will
not give Sri Lanka money simply so that
it can pay off its debt to China or any
other entity. But China knows that cut-
ting any debt deal with Sri Lanka will
mean that other countries that hold
large Chinese debt like Pakistan and
some African countries will expect the
same.

And Beijing doesn't want to set that
precedent. On the other hand, China will
most likely have to work with Sri Lanka
and other bilateral donors, especially
now that the Rajapaksas are out of
power. It needs to cultivate goodwill to
maintain influence in the island and will
not want to be seen as exacerbating Sri
Lanka's woes. The IMF will also likely ex-
pect painful measures to tamp down
costs if it is to come to Sri Lanka's aid. It
will most likely insist that Sri Lanka free
float its currency rather than peg it to
the dollar, since right now Sri Lankans
abroad are using unofficial channels and
not the banking system to remit foreign
currency. So it will likely have to devalue
its currency beyond what it already has.
The IMF will also likely expect that the
government cut back on the number of
state employees which currently stands
at around 1.5 million people. This will be
a very painful process, and it will take
some time. And it will likely worsen the
country's turmoil in the days ahead.

PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPoolliittiiccss  aanndd  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
AAffffaaiirrss,,  WWaakkee  FFoorreesstt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
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Blessing in disguise
China not resolving the bor-

der row and India accepting
the challenge has resulted in
making the borders strong by
manning and infrastructure
and connectivity develop-
ment. India has, for decades,
not cared about infrastructure
development along its bor-
ders. China and Russia always
station the military at the bor-
ders, and expand gradually.
We should thank China for
training our forces in borders
security.

AAsshhookk  KKuummaarr  GGooeell,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Presidents to
remember

Of all the Presidents India
has had, perhaps history will
remember only three â€”
Rajendra Prasad, S
Radhakrishnan and Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam â€” who were
elected to the post as per the
guidelines in the Constitution.
All the others were nominated
and elected either due to their
caste or political allegiances.
Should there be a post of
President at all? Where is the
necessity of such an ornamen-
tal post if he or she is to serve
as a â€˜rubber stampâ€™ of
the ruling party?

BBaallbbiirr  SSiinngghh  KKaakkkkaarr,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Abolishing 
reservation policy
Is this the correct time to re-

view the reservation policy in
the country as today we have
an 'Adivasi' holding the highest
Constitutional post of the na-
tion? Dr BR Ambedkar, the
chairman of the Drafting
Committee of Constitution of
India once said that the day
when an Adivasi woman be-
comes the President of India,
the country should do away
with the reservation policy.
This will pave the way for
equal opportunity to all. The
provision of reservation was in-
cluded in the Constitution
since the beginning to take
SCs, STs and OBCs along for an
initial 10 years' period.
However, due to political and
other compulsions, the policy
continued for 75 long years.
Reservation forever is not
healthy for any nation.
Everyone should be given
equal opportunity instead of
reservation for few so that
everyone participates and con-
tributes in nation building. The
Constitution has provided op-
portunity to the deprieved in
order to achieve the principles
of democracy so that the
deeply-rooted class and caste
discrimination in Indian society
is addressed but it cannot con-
tinue indefinitely. It is a matter
of debate whether the goals of
reservation have been
achieved or not after 75 years
but one thing is certain that
reservation has encouraged
separation and deprivation. I
personally feel that the reser-
vation system should be abol-
ished as an 'Adivasi' woman
will soon be writing history by
becoming the President of the
world's largest and most vi-
brant economy. 

DDeebbaajjiitt  GGoosswwaammii,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he imposition of Goods and Services Tax on unbranded pre-pack-
aged and pre-labelled food items amidst rising inflation and the

falling rupee has put the spotlight on rising income inequalities and reduc-
ing purchasing capacities of the majority of consumers in India. Small
traders and retailers apprehend that exemption of large packs of 25kg/25
litres or more from GST may prompt their customer base to move away
from established brands. Food inflation, already skyrocketing due to fuel
price hikes and rising import bills is poised to soar higher as it will be the
end consumers who will have to bear the burden of payment of GST. If in-
come levels do not rise or new livelihood opportunities are not created,
making both ends meet is going to become more challenging for a large
section of low and middle-income households. The State of Inequality in
India Report published in May highlights the persisting gaps in income
level and various other variables of inequalities. The report written by the
Institute for Competitiveness (IFC) at the request of Dr Bibek Debroy,
Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
presents that income inequalities arising out of inequities across educa-
tion, health, household amenities and labour market access make the pop-
ulation more vulnerable to multi-dimensional poverty. The report points
out, that while the country has made remarkable strides in improving the
overall conditions of households ensuring proper access to necessities and
making regions livable by maintaining adequate water supply and sanita-
tion, there are gaps that need to be addressed so that the goals of social
progress and shared prosperity are realised. The study has put in perspec-
tive the importance of welfare schemes for increasing the resilience of
marginalised people to socio-economic shocks. It recommends that the
government should consistently allocate resources to ensure universal
coverage of these social protection nets. "Social protection schemes also
lead to a greater degree of socio-economic inclusion and integrative
growth. While welfare schemes (benefit transfers, cash/in-kind transfers)
might not immediately reduce poverty incidence, they offer a cushioning
effect against radical socio-economic changes," adds the report. Based on
Periodic Labour Force Survey 2019 data, the report highlights the income
disparity in the country which is critical for policy intervention by the gov-
ernment for strengthening the social protection nets for vulnerable sec-
tions. The income disparity is more pronounced as the distance between
the top-most and the bottom-most is only increasing, it says, and adds
that the top 10%, who earn more than 30-35% of total wages and salaried
income, earn a monthly salary of Rs 25,000. Ironically, the top 1% earns al-
most thrice as much as the bottom 10%. It also explains the disparity be-
tween the income groups and the disproportionate rate of growth among
these tiers and points out that the growth rate of the bottom 50% has been
at 3.9% from 2017-18 to 2019-20, while the top 10% has grown by 8.1%.
Additionally, the top 1% grew by almost 15% between 2017-18 and 2019-
20, whereas the bottom 10% registered a close to 1% fall. The 2018-19
year has observed a fall of almost 7% among the total salaried incomes in
the bottom 10% and an approximately 2% fall in the bottom 50%. The
high disparity in male and female labour force participation has led to a
situation where more than 50% of the working population is still outside
the labour market and the report states that inequalities in the labour mar-
ket in terms of lower jobs or people not being able to get jobs translates
into economic inequities halting socio-economic mobility for some house-
holds altogether Cascading impact of economic shocks due to the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic is still not over. The Central Government is ex-
pected to take a holistic view of overall income inequalities and prevailing
economic situation and initiate measures to lessen the worries of citizens.

GST and income 
inequalities
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Locals at a damaged area after floods triggered by monsoon rains, in Kahara area of Doda district, Wednesday, July 20.

How political and economic mismanagement 
combined to plunge Lanka into turmoil

FLOOD DAMAGE

NEIL DEVOTTA

N early eight in 10 Indian parents believe
that instilling knowledge and potential

risk about the Internet in their kids from an
early age is necessary, according to a report
on Tuesday. The report by Norton, a con-
sumer cyber safety brand from
NortonLifeLock, revealed that most Indian
adults (86 per cent) say it is more important
now than ever before, for parents to talk to
their children about cyber safety. Nearly 70
per cent adults noted that it is essential for
parents to manage their children's screen
time usage. Most Indians also believed that
teaching cyber safety must be on a par with
instilling healthy habits (81 per cent), helping

them be prepared for an emergency (81 per
cent), and basic life skills (78 per cent). The
report was based on Harris Poll among 1,004
adults in India. About 73 per cent of Indian
adults surveyed believe children are likely to
give their family members' personal informa-
tion away online.

"Our children are naturals when it comes to
advances in technology, adapting to the latest
gadgets to internet apps. While this is great,
the research shows that parents believe they
need to educate and actively engage with
their children's online activities," said Ritesh
Chopra, Director Sales and Field Marketing,
India & SAARC Countries, NortonLifeLock, in a
statement. "This latest study in India tells us
that three-quarters of Indian parents sur-
veyed (78 per cent), with children under 18,
discovered their children have done some-
thing on their smart devices without their per-
mission. The most important aspect to inter-
net safety for kids is that parents instil the
right guidelines from an early age about the
Internet and the potential hazards out there,"
Chopra said. The report also highlighted that
half of connected device owners in India sur-
veyed (54 per cent) are worried about some-
one hacking their connected devices, but 8 in
10 (80 per cent) Indian respondents would like
more information on how to keep their con-
nected devices secure.

T
he four-day visit of the eight-member team of the Communist Party
of China in Kathmandu, led by Liu Jianchao, the new head   of

CPC's   international   liaison department, as well as a meeting with the
chairman of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center), Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, at the latter's  residence  in  Khumaltar  both constitute the unmis-
takable message that CPC  looks  forward  to  a  left  (read  pro-Beijing)-
leaning combine to win in the national elections. However, it must be
noted that before meeting the CPN (Maoist Center), Liu had separate
meetings with Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and the minister of for-
eign affairs, Dr Aryan Khaki, in addition to the CPC team's dialogue with
the President of National Assembly of Nepal, Biddy Devi Bandar, chairman
of Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Socialist) Madhya Nepal and the
party's senior leader, Jalap Nat Chanel. Suffice to say that Beijing isn't put-
ting all of its eggs in one Nepalese basket. The 58-year-old Liu, formerly
Chinese ambassador   to   the   Philippines   and Indonesia and a known
corruption-buster, is a diplomatic veteran. He has a bachelor's degree in
English from the Beijing Foreign Studies University, which he followed by a
year studying foreign relations at the University of Oxford. He was the key
person to have spearheaded the move to hunt down graft suspects over-
seas. The Election Commission of Nepal has mooted a single-day polling -
both federal and provincial - unlike the two-day poll in 2017. The Chief
Election Commissioner Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya and other commissioners
met the PM last week proposing a single-phase national election on 18
November.  As per the Constitution of Nepal, while the government is obli-
gated to announce the election dates, it is the Election Commission that
recommends election schedule, which though is not legally binding. The
EC has requested the premier to announce the election date at least 120
days ahead in order to leave enough time for preparations. The Pratinidhi
Sabha, or the lower house of parliament, will have 165 members, elected
directly, while 110 will be elected under the proportional representation
system (PRS). The seven provincial   assemblies will have 330 members
elected directly, and 220 will be elected under the PRS. There are almost
26 core voters, 70 percent of whom are expected to cast their votes. Dahal,
a.k.a. Prachanda apart, senior CPN (Maoist Center) leaders, such as
Narayan Kaji Shrestha, Krishna Bahadur Mahara,  Barshaman  Pun,  Dev
Prasad Gurung and Pampha Bhusal, were present at the meeting with the
CPC leader, Liu. Relations between the CPN (Maoist Center) and the CPC
were discussed. In addition, the Chinese delegation had meetings with
CPN (Unified Socialist), one of the ruling parties. It also called on the oppo-
sition leader from CPN (United Marxist Leninist), Khadga Prasad Sharma
Oli, the former PM of Nepal. Oli was ousted from power by the Supreme
Court, through a landmark verdict that catapulted Sher Bahadur Deuba to
the post of PM for the fifth time in the Himalayan country. However, the
land-locked state was thrown into a political turmoil after the fall of Oli.
The country was under a penumbra of uncertainty when it had to take on
theCovid-19 pandemic that took the lives of over 11,000 people, leave
alone battle the controversial domestic developments, especially the
brewing unrest among ethnic Nepalis. However, Dahal and Oli are at log-
gerheads, daggers drawn towards each other. So, in reality, the possibility
of even seat-sharing among the four main communist parties is quite re-
mote. Nepal is a Hindu-majority nation. It was until the end of twentieth
century the only country whose national religion was Hinduism. But an
armed struggle, waged by the CPN (Maoists) with Prachanda at the helm
terminated the 240-year-long Shah monarchy, followed by a total constitu-
tional overhaul that made the Himalayan    country a secular and demo-
cratic republic, paving the way for a republican system in 2007. American
influence in Nepal might be waning since 2007, but it hasn't altogether
withered away. The Pratinidhi Sabha's ratification of a contentious US-
funded $500million grant agreement in February this year, despite strong
protest from inside the national assembly and outside, was a distinct sign
of efficient US  lobbying. Expectedly, China expressed its reservations over
the development. The five-party coalition, led by Deuba's Nepali Congress,
completed one year past Tuesday. It strengthened federalism and check-
mated corruption. But it will be too naïve to say that the Nepali electorate
will respond positively towards such a gesture. Moreover, the election
fever will take some more time to appear.

Beijing’s Kathmandu
headache: Will Communists

win Nepal elections?
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P
atients who contract Covid-19 face a
higher risk of developing cardiovascu-

lar diseases and diabetes, particularly in the
three months following infection, according
to a new study. Scientists are increasingly
recognising Covid-19 as a multi-system con-
dition that can cause disease throughout the
body, likely by triggering pathways that
cause inflammation. Researchers from the
King's College London, UK, analysed
anonymised medical records from more than
428,000 Covid patients, and the same num-
ber of control individuals, to probe whether
Covid patients developed new cases of dia-
betes and cardiovascular diseases at higher
rates than those who have never had the dis-
ease in the year following infection. The
analysis, published in the open access journal
PLOS Medicine, showed that Covid patients

had 81 per cent more diagnoses of diabetes
in the first four weeks after contracting the
virus and that their risk remained elevated by
27 per cent for up to 12 weeks after infection.

Covid was also associated with a six-fold
increase in cardiovascular diagnoses overall,
mainly due to the development of pul-
monary embolism (blood clots in the lungs)
and irregular heartbeat. The risk of a new
heart disease diagnosis began to decline five
weeks after infection and returned to base-
line levels or lower within 12 weeks to one
year. However, the researchers also noted
that Covid infection is associated with an in-
creased risk of cardiovascular disorders and
diabetes, but fortunately, there does not ap-
pear to be a long-term increase in the inci-
dence of these conditions for patients who
have contracted the virus. 

Based on these findings, the team recom-
mends that doctors advise their patients
who are recovering from Covid to reduce
their risk of diabetes through a healthy diet
and exercise. "The information provided by
this very large population-based study on
the longer-term effects of Covid-19 on devel-
opment of cardiovascular conditions and di-
abetes will be extremely valuable to doctors
managing the millions of people who have
had Covid-19 by now. It is clear that particu-
lar vigilance is required for at least the first 3
months after Covid-19,a said co-author Ajay
Shah from the varsity.

Covid survivors likely to develop heart
diseases, diabetes in 3 months

80% Indians find it important to
teach kids about cyber safety
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Appointment

New Delhi: Capital
markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday an-
nounced that Pramod
Rao has taken charge
as its executive direc-
tor. He will handle the
department of debt
and hybrid securities
as well as the enquiry
and adjudication de-
partment, the
Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) said in a
statement. Rao took
charge as executive di-
rector at Sebi on July
15, it added. Before
this assignment, he
held the position of
Group General
Counsel at ICICI Bank
and provided strategic
oversight to the legal
function of the ICICI
group. Earlier, he
served as a member of
the board of directors
of ICICI Securities,
ICICI Prudential
Trust and ICICI
Trusteeship Services.

States borrowings
Mumbai: Reflecting
the rising interest rate
regime, states are pay-
ing higher for market
borrowings with the
weighted average cost
for debt for the first
time hitting 7.96 per
cent, up 7 bps from
last week. Similarly, as
much as 71 per cent of
the debt issuances at
the weekly auction on
Tuesday was in longer
tenors more than 10
years, thus increasing
the weighted average
tenor to 15 years, rat-
ing agency Icra said in
a note. Nine states
raised Rs 12,800 crore
from state develop-
ment loan auctions,
which is 17 per cent
lower than the indicat-
ed amount, wherein
the weighted average
cut-off rose by 7 bps to
7.96 per cent, but the
spread between the 10-
year SDL and G-secs
narrowed to 39 bps
from 42 bps last week,
as most of the auction
was in longer tenors,
the agency said.

Trained ‘Suryamitras’

New Delhi: A total of
51,331 'Suryamitras'
have been trained
under the govern-
ment's Suryamitra
Skill Development
Programme (SSDP)
for the solar sector, of
which 26,967 have got
employment, Minister
for New and
Renewable Energy R
K Singh said on
Tuesday. SSDP was
launched by the
Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy
(MNRE) in 2015 for
creating skilled man-
power for installation,
operation and mainte-
nance of solar power
projects, Singh said in
a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha. "A cu-
mulative total of
51,331 of suryamitras
were trained from in-
ception up to May 2022
under this pro-
gramme out of which
26,967 of suryamitras
got employment," he
added. To boost em-
ployment opportuni-
ties in the green ener-
gy sector, several
other initiatives have
also been taken, the
minister said.

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Green clearances have
been accorded to 83 min-
ing projects of state-owned
Coal India Ltd in the last
two years, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
To ensure adequate supply
of coal to various sectors,
including power, the gov-
ernment has set a target of
1 billion tonnes coal pro-
duction for Coal India Ltd
(CIL).

"To achieve 1 BT (billion
tonne) coal production by
FY 2024-25, the progress
made so far by Coal India
Ltd. (CIL) from April 2020
to June 2022, (includes)...
environmental clearance
granted for 60 proposals
with an incremental ca-
pacity of 104.86 Mty (mil-

lion tonnes per year).
Stage-I forest clearance
granted for nine proposals
involving 934.96 Ha of for-
est land. "Stage-II forest
clearance granted for 14
proposals involving
2580.68 Ha of forest land,"
Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi said in a reply to the
Lok Sabha. The minister
further said that 53 project
reports, including expan-

sion projects, have been
approved by Coal India
and its arm for building
additional production ca-
pacity of dry fuel. "These
projects will add addition-
al capacity of about 278
Mty...and projected to con-
tribute additional produc-
tion of about 102 Mt by FY
24-25," Joshi explained.
Work awarded for six
Mine Developer and
Operator (MDO) Projects
with aggregate capacity of
96.74 million tonnes per
year.

Six first mile connectivi-
ty projects of coal han-
dling plant (CHP), silos
have been commissioned
with an aggregate capaci-
ty of 82 million tonnes per
year, Joshi said, adding
that four rail connectivity

projects have been com-
missioned. The minister
had earlier said that India
needs to increase domestic
coal production in order to
fulfill the ever-growing de-
mand for fuel and reduce
import dependency.

"The need for coal is
going to double by 2040
with the rise in electric ve-
hicles and the increased
demand for electricity.
Therefore, we need to
ramp up our coal produc-
tion to meet this growing
energy requirement,"
Joshi had said at an in-
vestors' meeting in
Mumbai. He had said the
target of the coal ministry
is to minimise the import
of thermal coal and to
make the country self-re-
liant in the sector.

Green clearances to 83
projects of Coal India: Govt

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Maruti Suzuki India on
Wednesday unveiled its
new model 'Grand Vitara'
as it looks to expand pres-
ence in the fast growing
mid-sized SUV segment.
The model, which comes
with a 1.5 litre petrol pow-
ertrain mated with strong
and mild hybrid technolo-
gy, would compete with the
likes of Hyundai Creta, Kia
Seltos and Tata Harrier,
among others. With the
Grand Vitara, Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) is look-
ing to expand its presence
in the mid-sized SUV seg-
ment, where it currently
lags the competition.

The production of the
model would begin in
August and actual sales
would start in September.
Speaking at the model un-
veil, MSI MD and CEO

Hishashi Takeuchi said
the Indian automobile in-
dustry is undergoing
transformational changes
in terms of technology,
customer preferences and
purchasing power. "In the

last few years, we have
seen a growing preference
for SUVs. The segment
contributes to almost 40
per cent of the total indus-
try sales. Within this, mid-
sized SUV segment con-

tributes around 50 per
cent," he added. This seg-
ment size is estimated to
double in next 3-4 years,
Takeuchi stated. Since in-
ception, MSI has been
working to provide mobili-
ty across all segments and
from time to time, the com-
pany has introduced new
and feature-rich products
to match the ever-evolving
needs of aspiring cus-
tomers, he noted.

"In fact, choices of our
customers have led to gen-
esis of new segments. We
aim to continue this jour-
ney to provide the joy of
mobility to as many people
as possible," Takeuchi
noted. The company aims
to strengthen its presence
in the SUV segment and
the all-new Brezza was the
company's offering in the
entry-SUV segment cus-
tomers, he said.

Maruti Suzuki unveils ‘Grand Vitara’ to bolster
presence in mid-SUV segment

Hisashi Takeuchi (L), MD & CEO of Maruti Suzuki India Limited, and
Shashank Srivastava, Senior Executive Director, Marketing & Sales of
Maruti Suzuki India Limited, during the global unveil of the Maruti
Suzuki Grand Vitara SUV, in Gurugram, Wednesday, July 20.

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Inflation and market con-
dition are still concerns and
it is imperative for India to
ensure that not only infla-
tion is contained but the
economy also grows,
Hindustan Unilever MD and
CEO Sanjiv Mehta said.

Steps taken by the govern-
ment such as extending the
scheme of giving free food
grains, increasing outlay on
subsidy for fertilizer and de-
creasing duties on fuels
would help overcome the
current challenges, he said
in a virtual earnings press
conference. Mehta also sug-
gested that the government
could use the "huge amount
of reserves" to prevent the
rupee from depreciating
rapidly. "Inflation is still
very much a concern, the
market still remains a con-
cern. Those factors haven't
gone away. The (FMCG)

market volume growth still
remains minus 5 per cent in
the last three months. It has-
n't gone away. It hasn't
turned positive at all and the
value growth is of course 7
per cent. Primarily the
growth has come out of the
price growth," he said.
India's retail inflation was
7.01 per cent in June.

From a macro perspec-
tive, Mehta said, For us, it is
very important that we
manage inflation. While an
interest rate hike is in-
evitable to tame inflation, he
said you have to do it in a

manner that it does not con-
strain the economy. He fur-
ther said, "The imperative
for the country is not only to
ensure that inflation is con-
tained but very importantly,
the economy keeps grow-
ing." If the economy keeps
growing at a 7 per cent kind
of level which the IMF has
forecast then that should
augur very well for the
country, Mehta said adding,
"We should then be able to
navigate this huge crisis
pretty well better than most
of the large economies".
When asked if the govern-
ment has taken those steps
to ensure growth while con-
taining inflation, he replied
in the affirmative pointing
out measures such as ex-
tending the scheme of giv-
ing free food grains and in-
creasing outlay on subsidies
for fertilisers which would
help in bringing back rural
demand.

Inflation and market condition are still
concerns; says HUL CMD Sanjiv Mehta

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

Cases of frauds on pub-
lic sector banks have come
down by about 50 per cent
in FY'22 to 2,369 as against
4,680 recorded in the previ-
ous fiscal, Rajya Sabha
was informed.

The amount involved in
the frauds too declined to
Rs 3,204 crore from Rs
7,306 crore in 2020-21.
Comprehensive steps have
been taken to tackle bank-
ing frauds, including an
online searchable data-
base of frauds reported by
banks in the form of
Central Fraud Registry to
enable timely identifica-
tion, control and mitiga-
tion of fraud risk and also
to carry out due diligence
during the credit sanction
process, Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat

Karad said in a written
reply. "Public sector banks
(PSBs) have been advised
to strictly ensure rotation-
al transfer of officials/em-
ployees," he added.

A National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal has been
launched by the Ministry
of Home Affairs to enable
the public to report inci-
dents pertaining to all
types of cybercrimes. A
toll-free number has also
been operationalised to get

assistance in lodging com-
plaints, he said.

Replying to another
question, Karad said the
government last month
launched the 'Jan
Samarth' Portal, which
hosts loans under 13 credit
linked government
schemes catering to
youths, students, entrepre-
neurs and farmers for edu-
cation loans, agriculture
loans, business activity
loans, and livelihood
loans.

Any applicant/benefici-
ary can register, check eli-
gibility under various gov-
ernment schemes and
apply for digital loan ap-
proval through the Jan
Samarth Portal, he said.
The use of Jan Samarth
portal will ease the loan
application and disburse-
ment process.

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

Aditya Birla Group firm
Grasim Industries on
Tuesday announced its
entry into B2B e-commerce
platform for building mate-
rial segment with an invest-
ment of Rs 2,000 crore over
the next five years.

The board of the compa-
ny in a meeting held on
Tuesday "approved a foray
into B2B e-commerce plat-
form for the building mate-
rials segment", which will
primarily focus on MSMEs
with the potential to further
extend to other relevant cat-
egories. This platform will
be operated by a newly re-
cruited leadership team
from the digital ecosystem,
Grasim Industries said in a
statement. "This invest-
ment adds a new high-
growth engine with clear

adjacencies within
Grasim's standalone busi-
nesses as also that of its
subsidiaries and associate
companies," it said. Grasim
Industries' subsidiary
UltraTech Cement is the
leading manufacturer of ce-
ment in the country with an
installed capacity of 119.95
Metric Tonnes Per Annum
(MTPA) and had last month
announced an investment
of Rs 12,886 crore (around
USD 1.65 billion) to add 22.6
MTPA capacity.

Aditya Birla Group chair-
man Kumar Mangalam
Birla said the foray into
B2B e-commerce is yet an-
other strategic portfolio
choice as "it crystallises our
intent to invest in the new-
age, high-growth digital
space". "The building mate-
rial segment presents a
huge scalable business op-

portunity with a proven
path to profitability. With
this foray, Grasim would be
able to leverage the large
B2B ecosystem within the
Aditya Birla Group," he
said. The overall building
material procurement seg-
ment in India has grown at
a compound annual growth
rate of 14 per cent over the
last three years.

"This industry is estimat-
ed at USD 100 billion with
current digital penetration
of just 2 per cent. Grasim's
digital platform will ad-
dress various challenges
within the existing supply
chain," the company said.
This move will also catalyze
the growth of the MSME
(Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises) in India and
provide an impetus to the
government's vision of 'dig-
ital India'.

Grasim forays into B2B e-commerce
for building material; to invest 

Rs 2,000 crore in 5 years

Bank fraud cases decline by
about 50 pc in FY’22: Karad

New Delhi, Jul 20: 

The existing domestic
airfare bands are
revised from time
to time in view of
high ATF prices
but the govern-
ment does not in-
tend to regulate
airfares on inter-
national routes, ac-
cording to Union
minister V K
Singh. While airfares are
not regulated by the gov-
ernment, fare bands have
been introduced as a tem-
porary measure in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic, which had sig-
nificantly impacted the avi-
ation sector. In a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha,
Singh, who is the Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,

said airfares are neither es-
tablished nor regulated by
the government. The min-

ister said the gov-
ernment does not
intend to regulate
airfares on inter-
national routes.
He was respond-
ing to a query on
whether the gov-
ernment would
take steps for fix-
ing upper ceiling

for airfares in all domestic
and international routes.
According to Singh, due to
the unprecedented circum-
stances prevailing in the
wake of the pandemic, fare
bands with upper and
lower limits were intro-
duced by the government
under Section 8B of the
Aircraft Act, 1934 as a tem-
porary measure.

Govt does not intend to
regulate airfares on 

international routes: Singh
New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth on
Tuesday said that the
rupee is managed well and
there is nothing to be
"overtly" worried about
the depreciation in the do-
mestic currency against
the US dollar. The Indian
currency, he said, has ap-
preciated against several
global currencies like
British Pound, Japanese
Yen and Euro. This has
made imports in these cur-
rencies cheaper compared
to the US dollar.

The rupee for the first
time touched a low level of
80 against the US dollar in
intra-day spot trading at
the interbank foreign ex-
change market on Monday.
The local unit recovered

from its all-time low of
80.05 to close 6 paise high-
er at 79.92 against the US
dollar on Tuesday, show-
ing a loss of 7.5 per cent or
563 paise against the
greenback in 2022 so far.
The economic affairs sec-
retary attributed the fall of
the rupee against the
greenback to the tighten-
ing of interest rate by the
Federal Reserve which re-
sulted in the flow of dol-
lars to the US from across
the world.

No need to be ‘overtly’
worried about fall in

rupee: Eco Affairs Secy

Mumbai, Jul 20: 

Kia India, one of the fastest
growing car makers in the coun-
try, sets another benchmark,
surpassing the 5,00,000 domes-
tic sales milestone in just under
3 operational years, making it
the quickest carmaker in India
to achieve the feat. Including
exports, Kia India’s cumulative
dispatches soar to 6,34,224 units
from its Anantapur manufactur-
ing facility. Backed by the strong
performance of Carens, the
company secured its last 1 lakh
sales in just 4.5 months. With its
strong performance in the
Indian market, the company now
contributes more than 6% to the
global sales of Kia Corporation.
Commenting on the achieve-
ment, Myung-Sik Sohn – Chief
Sales Officer, Kia India, said, “In
the short 3 years in India, we
have not only established our-
selves as the trend leading and
inspiring brand but have also led

the adoption of new technolo-
gies. I would like to attribute Kia
India’s success to everyone who
is and has been a part of the
ecosystem. Most importantly, I
would like to extend my deepest
gratitude towards our customers
who have kept their trust in the
brand even in adverse situations
like the global supply chain
issues. I proudly say today that
we have earned a space in the
hearts of Indian consumers, and
that’s our biggest achievement.”
He further added, “India
remains a priority market for
India, and hence our 3 out of 5
product offerings in the country
are not only manufactured local-
ly but exported to different glob-
al markets as well. Recently, we
have brought to life our vision of
becoming a 'Sustainable
Mobility Solutions Provider'
brand in India with the launch of
EV6 and installing the fastest
passenger vehicle charger of
150kWh. 

Kia India crosses 5 lakh sales
milestone in less than 3 years

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

Finance ministry said
that the economy is on
course to achieve project-
ed 8-8.5 per cent growth
based on high-frequency
indicators for the first
quarter of the current fis-
cal. The Economic Survey
tabled in the Parliament
on January 31, 2022 pro-
jected the real GDP during
2022-23 to grow at 8.0-8.5
per cent.

"Since then, sustained
growth momentum has
been observed in several
High Frequency
Indicators (HFIs), indicat-
ing that the projected
growth path is on course
in the first quarter of FY
2022-23," minister of state
for finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said in a writ-
ten reply to Rajya Sabha.

IMF, in its April 2022 up-
date of World Economic
Outlook, has also project-
ed India's real GDP growth
at 8.2 per cent in 2022-23.
To ensure continued
growth momentum, he
said, the government has
taken several steps to ad-
dress high inflation im-
ported from abroad.

These include cut in ex-
cise duty on petrol and
diesel and special excise
duty/cess on the export of
petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel that are likely
to alleviate inflationary
pressures, he said.
Further, he said, to rein in
inflation, RBI in its June
Monetary Policy
Committee meeting hiked
the repo rate by 50 basis
points, on top of the earli-
er hike of 40 basis points
in May 2022. On the impact

of geopolitical tension on
Indian economy, he said,
Russia-Ukraine war has
led to global supply disrup-
tions resulting in steep in-
crease in global commodi-
ty prices, including prices
of crude oil, gas, edible
oils and fertilizers, among
others. The government is
closely monitoring the
global price movements
and their impact on India's
economy through trade,
he said. Recently, prices of
various commodities, in-
cluding edible oils, metals
and crude oil, have sta-
bilised. Many central
banks including the US
Fed have also tightened
their monetary policy to
tackle inflation. The RBI
and government is closely
monitoring the situation
and stand ready to take ap-
propriate action, he said.

Economy on course to achieve 8-8.5%
growth based on Q1 data: Finance ministry

New Delhi, Jul 20:  

The automobile sector in
India will create at
least one crore jobs
for youth over the
next 5-6 years,
Minister of State
for Skills and
D e v e l o p m e n t
R a j e e v
Chandrasekhar
said. While speaking at a
memorandum of under-
standing signing between
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
and Automotive Skills
Development Council, the
minister said 40 per cent of
the sector's research and
development is done in
India and with the increase
in the use of electronics in
automobiles, the country is
expected to become the cen-

tre of gravity for the sector.
"Auto-sector in India repre-
sents a huge opportunity in

the next 5-6 years. It
is expected that we
will create not less
than 1 crore jobs for
youth in another 5-
6 years. It is a very
fast-growing seg-
ment for our manu-
facturing econo-

my," Chandrasekhar said.
Chandrasekhar also said
that it is important to sig-
nal all manufacturing com-
panies, be it mobile phones,
laptops, etc to partner with
National Skill
Development Corporation
and give training to youth
to fulfil the Prime
Minister's wish of making
India a hub of skilled force
for the world.

Auto sector to create at
least 1 cr jobs for youth in
5-6 years: Chandrasekhar

A
ctress Tamannaah Bhatia's upcoming
film 'Babli Bouncer', touted as a coming-
of-age movie, is set to release on

September 23. The film will be released in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu digitally on Disney+
Hotstar. The actress took to Instagram, where
she also shared the first look of her from the
film. In one image, Tamannaah is seen in a
bouncer avatar as she is wearing an all black

outfit and standing in front of a
door with her arms
criss-crossed. "Oye

bawale suna kya? Aa gaya hai Babli Bouncer
ka time! Dilon ko yeh jodegi, ya khub hadiyaan
todegi? Pata chalega jald hi!" she wrote as the
caption. The coming-of-age feel good story with
a slice-of-life comedic tone set in the real
'bouncer town' of North India - Asola Fatehpur.

Produced by Star Studios and Junglee
Pictures, 'Babli Bouncer' is directed by Madhur
Bhandarkar and stars Tamannaah Bhatia in

the lead along with Saurabh Shukla,
Abhishek Bajaj and Sahil Vaid in

pivotal roles.

Himanshu 
captures 
everyone’s 
imagination
on ‘India’s
Laughter
Champion’
Charming the viewers this

Sunday will be Himanshu
Bawandar from Ujjain who will
be seen spinning tales of his
hometown and being middle-
class on Sony Entertainment

Television’s much-adored
comedy show, India’s

Laughter Champion. His act
would encapsulate an ordi-

nary man's life, from get-
ting in and out of relation-
ships, being lazy and then
being a part of the middle-

class fraternity. His act
will further describe how
middle-class families are
the backbone of any
country and why they are
the ultimate catalyst in

making or breaking a coun-
try. His act was so hilarious that

he will be seen winning mighty prais-
es from judges Archana Puran Singh
and Shekhar Suman followed by the
Comedy Ke Sarpanch, Suresh Albela!
Praising the performance Shekhar
Suman said, "Your content is relatable!
Your attitude, appearance and every-
thing was so good!” Adding to the
compliments, Archana Puran Singh
said, "Your humor made us think
about the middle-class, you spoke
about their pain in the facade of
satire which gave your stand-
up act depth and it
was amazing.
Your control and
mastery over the
language was outstanding and your observation
in your satire is applaudable."

ACROSS

1. Gator's kin

5. Parts

10. Discontinue

14. Thick cord

15. Wash away

16. Swimming spot

17. Ripened

18. Prank

19. Demolish

20. Positive

21. Time gone by

22. One-____ (biased)

23. Earphones

25. Pleads

26. Get ready

29. Typewriter key

32. Composition

36. All people

38. Wander

39. Out of style

41. Eternities

42. Poison remedy

44. Clothing stand

45. Wind dir.

46. Normal

49. Folk wisdom

51. Made

56. Southern beauty

58. Loafer, e.g.

60. Completed

61. Dry

62. Santa ____

63. Picnic pests

64. ____ of passage

65. Merits

66. Nerd

67. Not ever, poetically

68. Chubby

69. Blunders

DOWN

1. Collide

2. Scoundrel

3. "Phantom of the ____"

4. Surrendered

5. The Grim ____

6. Elaborate

7. Many

8. Correct copy

9. Dry, as wine

10. Parsley piece

11. Poisonous mushroom

12. Seep

13. Implored

22. Visionary

24. 007, e.g.

25. Brought up

27. Anchorman ____ Jennings

28. Street (abbr.)
30. "The Diary of ____ Frank"
31. Most excellent
32. Ages
33. Male heirs
34. Orbiting object
35. French pal
37. Positive vote
39. Peace symbol
40. Snacked
43. Be bold
44. Victory sign
47. Oak nuts
48. Lubricate
50. More senior
52. Maxim
53. Photocopier liquid
54. Come in
55. Students' tables
56. Hayloft locale
57. Toledo's lake
58. Thick slice
59. Rabbit's kin
62. Business VIP
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Things may roll along nicely in love and
romance and then suddenly run into a
snag, Aquarius. Perhaps you failed to rec-
ognize an important birthday or anniver-
sary. Perhaps you were expected to act a
certain way or do something you failed to
do. Approach the person you hurt honestly
and apologetically. You write your own
rules. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Here's a reminder that it's OK to be you.
You may feel more centered than usual,
which encourages you to stand up for
yourself and say the things you must to
people who need to hear them. There may
have been recent arguments with a part-
ner, but those should subside now, thanks
to today's serene feelings. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have that awful feeling that you
really need to get down to work yet
something seems to stand square in the
way of progress. Perhaps you feel like
you're at a four-way stop with three
other cars. Everyone is anxious to go
first. You can't all go at once, yet no one
knows whose turn it is. Don't put the
pedal to the metal. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're anxious to take action, Taurus,
especially when it comes to matters of
the heart. Be careful about acting too
hastily. It's important that you and your
loved one be on the same page first.
You're probably ready to jump to the end
of the book where everyone lives happily
ever after. There's a whole story that has
to play out first. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

It may feel as if something or someone is
trying to keep you from moving ahead with
your ambitious goals and aggressive
nature, Gemini. At first you may resent this
ball and chain attached to your ankle, but
on closer examination, you'll see that this
hindrance is actually a help. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're apt to feel more talkative than
usual, Cancer. There are many times
when you may shrink from a situation in
disgust or perhaps boredom. You're usu-
ally anxious to move from one scene and
get on with the next. Feel free to call the
shots and speak your mind. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may be anxious to try an uncharted
path that speaks to your sense of risk and
adventure, Leo. It's important to temper
these actions with realistic planning.
You're much more likely to get a flat tire
when you don't carry a spare. Make sure
you have the proper resources to pull
yourself out of any jam along the way. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Other people are likely to be anxious to
get up and moving with their plans,
Virgo. It might be better for you to hang
back a bit and see how things pan out
before you take action. Let others go
across the river first to learn the best
way. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your heart has been active, Libra, and
you're probably feeling the need to take
charge of a certain relationship. Instead
of being too hasty in your pursuit of this
romance, you should probably do more
planning. Look at the situation from a
long-term perspective and see if the part-
nership is heading the way you want it to,
based on how things are moving now. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There is solid grounding to your emo-
tions right now that is helping you stabi-
lize your sensitive feelings, Scorpio. As
you become more attuned to your inter-
nal needs, you may discover that recent
actions in romance and love may not
have been particularly appropriate. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your relationships are going well from an
intellectual perspective, Sagittarius, but
from an emotional one, you might feel
like they aren't as fulfilling as you'd like.
Perhaps you're letting your brain do too
much of the driving. It's time to let your
heart take over and have its needs be
tended to for a while. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Concentrate on nurturing your needs
right now instead of trying to accommo-
date the needs of others, Capricorn.
There is a difficult tension that arises
when you try to comfort someone who
really doesn't want to be comforted. The
best way to handle the situation is to
leave the person alone and tend to your
own emotions. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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O
ne of the strongest
bonds is between
parents and chil-

dren, which is beautifully
depicted across all &TV
shows. On National
Parents' Day, &TV artists
talk about the special
bond they share with
their onscreen parents.
These include Atharva
(Bhimrao, Ek
Mahanayak- Dr B.R.
Ambedkar), Aan Tiwari
(Baal Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Aan Tiwari, aka
Baal Shiv in &TV's Baal
Shiv, shares, "Mahasati
Anusuya (essayed by
Mouli Ganguly) is not
only my best friend on
the sets but also treats me
like her son. She is al-
ways there to watch out

for me and takes good
care of me. We share a
very special bond. Like a

mother, she is always con-
cerned about my well-
being and ensures I eat

healthily. She listens to
all my stories, and we
play a lot together. She al-
ways pampers me with
her little gestures and
helps me with my re-
hearsals too. We spend a
lot of time together, mak-
ing fun reels, clicking pic-
tures, eating meals, and
playing together.
Whenever we do our
scenes, the way she hugs
me, I feel my mother is
hugging me. Not just in
the show but in real life
also, she guides and cor-
rects me wherever I go
wrong. I love her a lot,
and she loves me too.".

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Ek Mahanayak- Dr
B.R. Ambedkar at 8:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about bond
with their onscreen parents

T
amil film actress
Sakshi Aggarwal,
who is in the United

States on a month-long
holiday, seems to be hav-
ing a blast on her birth-
day! On Wednesday,
which happens to be her
birthday, the actress post-
ed a series of pictures of
herself in a bikini on so-
cial media, and wrote,
"Aloha!!!

Having a blast on my
birthday in Hawaii!
Ennakum, Ennode fans
kum happy ah, san-
thoshama, good health
and spirit kude
vachikonge God. (God,
keep me and my fans
happy and in good health
and spirit.

"Needless to say,
Sakshi's sizzling pictures
in a bikini have caught
the attention of netizens.
The actress, who was in
Las Vegas a week ago,
then went to Lake Tahoe.
She has also visited San
Francisco and Napa

Valley before enjoying
her birthday on the
Hawaiin islands. On the
work front, Sakshi has
finished working on 'The
Night'. The actress, who
shot to fame after her
stint in the television real-
ity show Bigg Boss, also

has Prabhu Deva-star-
rer 'Bagheera' and
Samuthirakani 's
'Naan Kadavul Illai'
awaiting release. This
apart, she also has
'Guest' and a couple of
more other untitled proj-
ects.

Sakshi Aggarwal chills in
bikini on her b’day in Hawaii

Tamannaah-starrer ‘Babli
Bouncer’ to release on Sep 23

A
fter having a splendid run in
theatres, actor Madhavan's
'Rocketry: The Nambi Effect'

will premiere on the OTT platform
Amazon Prime Video on July 26.

Produced by Tricolour Films and
Varghese Moolan Pictures, the film stars
Madhavan in the lead and also marks
his directorial debut. It also features
Simran, Ranjit Kapoor and includes a
special cameo by Suriya. Prime mem-
bers in India and across 240 countries
and territories can stream the film
starting July 26, 2022 in Tamil, along
with Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada lan-
guage dubs on the service. Talking about the
movie's OTT premiere, Madhavan said: "It's an
incredible honour for me to be able to bring this story
to life. I'm truly humbled by all the love that the movie
has already received and am quite excited to see what
new milestones hold next for our film with streaming.

"Essaying this role and helming this incredible story
of Nambi sir was very crucial, and I'm glad that we will
be able to reach many more households to inspire, en-
lighten and entertain through Amazon Prime Video."

The biographical drama is based on the life of ISRO
scientist Nambi Narayanan, who was framed for espi-
onage and imprisoned in 1994. The film chronicles his
achievements, his passion for the country's space mis-
sion, his unmatched dedication and the accusation that
eventually became the biggest personal and profession-
al setback of his life. It is an emotionally charged
human narrative with an outstanding performance by
actor-director R Madhavan.

Madhavan’s ‘Rocketry’
to release on Prime

Video on July 26
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Changwon, Jul 20 (PTI):

India finished yet anoth-
er ISSF Shooting World
Cup campaign by topping
the medal's tally with a
haul of 15 medals, includ-
ing five gold, six silver and
four bronze here on
Wednesday.

On the final day of com-
petitions, the Indian trio of
Anish Bhanwala,
Vijayveer Sidhu and
Sameer won the silver in
the men's 25m Rapid Fire
Pistol team event.

The Indians were all set
to top the podium and, at
one point, were leading 10-
2 against the quality Czech
side of Martin Podhrasky,
Tomas Tehan, and Matej
Rampula.

But the Indians lost
their nerve as they went
down 15-17 to settle for sec-
ond place.

In the skeet mixed team
event, the Indian pair of
Mairaj Ahmad Khan and
Mufaddal Deesawala fin-
ished ninth out of 17
teams with a score of 138
out of 150.

India had won all five
ISSF World Cup stages in
2019, one in the curtailed
2021 season and yet again
this year in the first stage
in Cairo.

The next big assignment
for the Indian rifle and pis-
tol shooters will be the
much-awaited ISSF World
Championship scheduled
in Cairo in October this
year. A good performance
by the Indian shooters at
the World Championships

means they will have a
chance to represent India
at the 2024 Olympic Games

in Paris. The shotgun
squad, on the other hand,
will take part at the ISSF

Shotgun World Cup, slated
to take place in Osijek,
Croatia in September.

Shooting World Cup

India end Changwon 
campaign with most medals

Indian sports shooters Sameer, Anish and Vijayveer Sidhu celebrate after winning the silver medal in
the Men’s 25m Rapid Fire Pistol (RFP) Team event, at the International Shooting Sport Federation
(ISSF) World Cup 2022, in Changwon, South Korea. 

Galle, Jul 20 (AP):

Abdullah Shafique
scored an unbeaten 160 to
lead Pakistan to a record
run chase and a four-wick-
et victory on Wednesday
in a series-opening cricket
test that went ahead de-
spite a political and eco-
nomic crisis in Sri Lanka.

His 408-ball innings con-
tained six boundaries and
a six in an innings, al-
though he did get some re-
prieves.

Shafique was lucky to
survive an LBW appeal
when he was on four. He
was dropped on 135 when
Dhananjaya de Silva
missed a return catch and
again on 151 as Pakistan
closed in on the win.

A rain delay after lunch
on Day 5 slowed down
Pakistan's push for victory
with 11 runs still required,
but it really was only a
matter of time.

The previous highest
successful run chase at
Galle was Sri Lanka's 268
against New Zealand in
2019.

We knew that the set
batsmen had to score big,"
Shafique said.

"The early part was al-
ways going to be tough but
once you are set, you can
score big runs here.

"It was a great effort.
Pretty happy with what we
have achieved here.

Together with overnight
batsman Mohammad
Rizwan, Shafique added 71
runs for the fourth wicket
to help Pakistan inch to-
ward the victory target of
342. Rizwan eventually fell
for 40 when Prabath

Jayasuriya trapped him
LBW, leaving Pakistan
needing less than 70 runs
with six wickets in hand.

Sri Lanka also claimed
the wicket of Agha
Salman (12) in the last over

before lunch, when
Jayasuriya had him
caught behind. The wicket
eased out with a lack of
bounce helping the batters
as the first test wore on.
Sri Lanka didn't help its

cause spreading the field
in a bid to stop boundaries
and its defensive mindset
only helped Pakistan's bat-
ters take singles.

Sri Lanka captain
Dimuth Karunaratne re-
gretted not having enough
runs in the first innings.

We won the toss and bat-
ted first and we should
have scored much more
than the 222 we managed,"
he said.

"There were some soft
dismissals and that gave
them the advantage.

"But having said that,
we did well to set them a
target of 342. Anything be-
yond 300 is big in Galle but
apart from Prabath
Jayasuriya, rest of the
bowling was pretty poor.
Disappointed with the way
we played, but we will
bounce back in the next
game. As the test was in
progress, there was a
protest organized just a
few hundred meters from
the stadium in Galle
against the rising cost of
living and corruption. The
protests in the capital
Colombo have been taking
place on a larger scale and
forced cricket officials to
shift the second test, origi-
nally scheduled for
Colombo, to Galle with a
Sunday start. The first test
finished not long after Sri
Lankan lawmakers chose
six-time Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe as
president, defying the risk
the vote would re-ignite
turmoil among a public
outraged by the South
Asian country's dire eco-
nomic, humanitarian and
political crisis.

Shafique’s epic 160* leads
Pakistan to glory in Galle

Pakistan’s Abdullah Shafique celebrates after Pakistan won by 4
wickets at the end of the final day of play of the first cricket Test
match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International
Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 20.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games-
bound sprinter S
Dhanalakshmi and triple
jumper Aishwarya Babu
were on Wednesday
dropped from the Indian
team after returning two
positive tests each for
banned drugs as dope
shame struck Indian ath-
letics, days ahead of the
multi-sport event.

Both the athletes, who
were named in the initial
37-member Indian team for
the upcoming July 28 to
August 8 Birmingham
Games, have been handed
provisional suspensions.

Dhanalakshmi failed
two out-of-competition
tests while Aishwarya re-
turned positive in two in-
competition tests.

Dhanalakshmi's dope
samples contained anabol-
ic steroid while Ostarine, a
type of drug called a selec-
tive androgen receptor

modulator (SARM), was
found in Aishwarya's sam-
ples taken on June 13 and
14 during the National
Inter-State Championships
in Chennai.
Dhanalakshmi's two out-of-
competition tests were con-
ducted in May and June --
one by the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) of the
World Athletics and the
other by National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA).

The AIU took her first
sample in Turkey where
she underwent a training
stint as part of the Indian
team in April-May. The sec-
ond sample was taken on
June 22 in
Thiruvananthapuram
where she is based as a na-
tional camper.
"Dhanalakshmi tested pos-
itive in a dope test conduct-
ed by AIU. She also tested
positive for the second time

in test done by NADA in
Thiruvananthapuram. She
will not go for Birmingham
CWG," a top source privy to
the development told PTI
on conditions of anonymi-
ty. Dhanalakshmi was
named in the CWG team
for 100m and the 4x100m
relay team along with the
likes of Dutee Chand,
Hima Das and Srabani
Nanda.

Since Dhanalakshmi has
been dropped from the
Indian athletics team, MV
Jilna will be brought back
for the CWG in the
women's 4x100m relay
team. The Athletics
Federation of India had
initially named five ath-
letes -- Dutee Chand, Hima
Das, Srabani Nanda, N S
Simi and Jilna -- along with
Dhanalakshmi in the relay
team. But later, the AFI
dropped Jilna to reduce the
squad to 36, the quota allot-
ted to the Indian Olympic
Association.

CWG-bound sprinter Dhanalakshmi and
triple jumper Aishwarya Babu fail dope test

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

Lakshya Sen, the new
poster boy of Indian bad-
minton, has some unfin-
ished business in
Birmingham.

Four months ago, it was
in Birmingham that he be-
came the first Indian man
in 21 years to reach the fi-
nals of the All England
Championship, only to see
the gold medal slip out of
his hands. The 20-year-old
from Almora will have an-
other opportunity to daz-
zle in Arena Birmingham
this year and he is keen to
go all the way, albeit, in a

different tournament -- the
Commonwealth Games,
beginning July 28.

"I like playing in that
hall, the conditions suit
me. I have good memories
there and I am very confi-
dent that I will do well this
time too. This is also a big
tournament, so I am look-
ing forward to giving my
best and winning a
medal," Sen told PTI.

"All the top 3-4 players
have a good chance of win-
ning the gold and I am not
thinking about the colour
of the medal, I just want to
go there and focus on one
match at a time."

Lakshya Sen ready to dazzle
in Birmingham again

Bengaluru, July 20 (PTI):

Indian men's hockey
team defender Surender
Kumar on Wednesday said
they are eyeing an un-
precedented gold at the up-
coming Commonwealth
Games, which will put an
end to Australia's domi-
nance in the sport at the
multi-sport event.

Australia won six suc-
cessive gold medals in
men's hockey competition
since the sport was intro-
duced at the CWG in 1998
Kuala Lumpur.

India have shown trans-
formation since winning
an Olympics bronze after
41 years in Tokyo and the
Graham Reid-led side
would look to better its sil-
ver medal-winning efforts
at Delhi 2010 and Glasgow
2014. "Our target is to win
the gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games.
The rest will depend on
our performances,"
Surender was quoted as
saying by a Hockey India

release. After the Tokyo
glory last year, India wit-
nessed a lean patch as they
finished third in the Asian
Champions Trophy and
Asia Cup -- two tourna-
ments where the country
fielded second string sides.
In the FIH Pro League too,
India finished third.

Surender believes expo-
sure against top teams in
the Pro League would keep

them in good stead in
Birmingham.

"The matches that we
have played since the
Tokyo Olympics have been
quite good. We have played
against strong teams and
it has really benefited us.

"We executed our plans
well and were also able to
recognise the areas where
we need improve upon,"
the 28-year-old said.

India are placed in Pool
B alongside hosts
England, Canada, Wales
and Ghana. Surender said
their first focus is to start
well against Ghana on
July 31. "We are not taking
any match lightly. Every
team will enter the tourna-
ment to win the gold
medal. Our current focus
is on the first game
against Ghana," he said.

After Tokyo high, India now ‘target’ historic CWG gold
Dubai, Jul 20 (PTI):

India pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah dropped to
second among bowlers
while Hardik
Pandya rose a
whopping 13
places to eighth in the
all-rounders' list after his
strong show against
England in the latest ICC
ODI rankings issued on
Wednesday.

While India clinched a
narrow 2-1 triumph in what
was a thrilling ODI series,
star pacer Bumrah was
forced to miss the final
match owing to back
spasms, which cost him his
top spot. New Zealand
quick Trent Boult re-
claimed the top spot with
704 rating points as against
Bumrah's 703.

Among other Indians,
Yuzvendra Chahal, who
picked seven wickets dur-
ing the ODI series against
England, jumped four spots
to 16th. Pandya was reward-
ed with for his impressive
show with bat and ball

against England. He took
six scalps and made a total
of 100 runs. He also jumped
eight spots to 42nd in the
batting rankings, following
his excellent series.

Star India wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant, who
scored a brilliant unbeaten

125 during the final, was re-
warded for his strong form
with a rise of 25 spots to
52nd.

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam remains on top in the
list for batters, with the
Indian duo of Virat Kohli
(fourth) and Rohit Sharma
(fifth) and South Africa
opener Quinton de Kock
(sixth) all dropping a spot.

South Africa's Rassie van
der Dussen hit his third
ODI century at Chester-le-
Street on Tuesday and that
helped the 33-year-old jump
three places to third overall
in the batter rankings.

England all-rounder Ben
Stokes dropped four spots
and out of the top 10 for all-
rounders to 11th, while
compatriot Chris Woakes
fell two spots on both the
bowlers and all-rounders'
lists after he failed to fea-
ture during the series.

There was no change in
the Test rankings this
week, while the only move-
ment on the latest T20I
rankings were minor and
outside the top 10.

Bumrah drops to 2nd in ICC ODI rankings

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI):

As many as 1.2 million
tickets have been sold for
the Commonwealth
Games beginning in
Birmingham on July 28,
the organisers have said,
adding that the women's
cricket match between
India and Pakistan has
"really caught the inter-
est" of the local public.

Women's cricket is
making its debut at the
Commonwealth Games,
and India and Pakistan
will be clashing at the
Edgbaston on July 31.

The city is home to a
substantial number of
Indian and Pakistani-ori-
gin people.

Speaking to PTI,
Birimgham Games CEO
Ian Reid said the semifi-
nals and final tickets
have already been taken
while he expects a sell
out crowd even for the
India- Pakistan fixture.

"I am a big cricket fan
myself. India are in the
same group as Pakistan
so that has really caught
the interest here in
Birmingham. It is an
iconic venue, your men's
team recently played
here over the last few
weeks. So it would cer-
tainly be one of the high-
lights of the Games,"
Reid said.

"The semifinals and
final tickets have already
been sold out probably
with the expectation that
India and England will be
there. India and Pakistan
will be close to capacity.
We will see an uptick in
sale of tickets much clos-
er to the event. So I ex-
pect that India-Pakistan
game to be sold out soon."
More than 5000 athletes
will take part in the
Games which will be the
biggest sporting event in
the UK since the London
Olympics in 2012.

1.2 million tickets sold,
Indo-Pak cricket tie to be
‘one of CWG highlights’

New  Delhi, Jul 20:

Indian Premier League team
owners have bought all six fran-
chises of South Africa's new
domestic T20 league, Cricket
South Africa (CSA) said on
Wednesday, underlining IPL's
expanding global footprint.
Reliance Industries Limited,
which owns IPL's most success-
ful team Mumbai Indians, bought
the Newlands franchise of the
league which is scheduled to get
underway in January next year.
The owners of IPL heavyweight
Chennai Super Kings purchased
the Johannesburg franchise
while JSW Sports, which owns
Delhi Capitals, bagged Pretoria.
The owners of IPL's Lucknow
Super Giants, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Rajasthan Royals
successfully bid for the Durban,
Gqeberha (formerly Port
Elizabeth) and Paarl franchises
respectively. "This is truly an
exciting time for South African
cricket; the overwhelming inter-
est shows that the country
remains valued in the global
cricketing eco-system," league
commissioner Graeme Smith
said in a statement.

IPL team owners 
buy all six franchises

in SA league

Artist Santosh Kambli gives finishing touches to the Thailand Cha Raja idol of Lord Ganesh, in Mumbai, Wednesday. 

FINAL TOUCHES

Cong, BJP win two mayoral
posts each in second phase

Bhopal, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The ruling BJP and op-
position Congress won
two mayor's seats each in
Madhya Pradesh while an
independent candidate
won another post on
Wednesday, officials said.

Elections for these posts
had been held in the sec-
ond phase, on July 13.
Overall, of 16 mayoral
posts in the state, the BJP
has won nine and
Congress five seats. One
seat went to AAP and an-
other to Independent.

In Rewa municipal cor-
poration, Ajay Mishra
Baba of Congress won the
mayoral election by 10,301
votes, defeating BJP can-
didate Prabodh Vyas.
Congress won the mayor's

seat in Rewa for the first
time since a direct elec-
tion for the post was intro-
duced in 1999. In Morena,
Sharada Solanki of
Congress won the may-
oral election by 14,631
votes, defeating the BJP's
Meena Mukesh Jatav.
Morena municipal corpo-
ration is part of the
Morena Lok Sabha seat,
represented by Union
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar. In
Dewas, the BJP's Geeta
Agrawal won the mayoral
election by defeating
Vinodini Vyas of
Congress by 45,889 votes.
The BJP's Prahlad Patel
won in Ratlam municipal
corporation too by defeat-
ing Mayank Singh Jat of
Congress by 8,591 votes.

‘Uddhav losing control
over Sena lawmakers’

Mumbai, Jul 20 (PTI): 

The split in the Shiv
Sena shows Uddhav
Thackeray is losing con-
trol over his MLAs and
MPs, but it is still early to
judge if the Thackeray
legacy is fading, say politi-
cal experts. They are of the
view that a "vertical split"
in the Shiv Sena is un-
avoidable, with 61-year-old
former Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav
Thackeray not being able
to capitalise on the legacy
of his father late Bal
Thackeray, who founded
the party in 1966.

After a split in the Shiv
Sena legislature party last

month, the Udhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
on Tuesday suffered a
fresh jolt with 12 of its 19
Lok Sabha members shift-
ing allegiance to Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.
Some of the grassroot
party workers in Thane

district, a Sena stronghold,
have also joined the Shinde
camp. Bal Thackeray had
founded the Shiv Sena 56
years ago on the issue of
Marathi pride and later in
1990s switched over to the
Hindutva agenda.

Political commentator
Sujata Anandan, who has
also authored a book on Bal
Thackeray, told PTI that a
legislature unit is not a po-
litical party. MLAs and
MPs come and go and they
have to get re-elected. "It is
too early to say in a month's
time that the Thackeray
legacy is fading. We have to
see with whom the Shiv
Sainiks rally in the next
election," she said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

India and Namibia on
Wednesday signed a crucial
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) for the
reintroduction of cheetahs,
declared extinct in the
country in 1952. A senior
environment ministry offi-
cial said the first batch
comprising four male and
as many female cheetahs
will arrive from Namibia
in August.

"Talks are on with South
Africa too. An MoU will be
signed with them as soon
as we get approval," the offi-
cial said. The fastest land
animal in the world will
find a new home in the
Kuno-Palpur National Park

in Madhya Pradesh's
Sheopur district.

The cheetahs are likely
to be brought to India be-
fore August 15, another offi-
cial said. The cheetah is the
only large carnivore that
got completely wiped out
from India, mainly due to
over-hunting and habitat
loss. The last spotted feline
died in 1948 in the Sal
forests of Chhattisgarh's
Koriya district. Namibia
has the world's largest pop-
ulation of cheetahs.

According to the pact,
the two countries will
share and exchange expert-
ise and capacities to pro-
mote cheetah conservation
in their ranges. They will
collaborate in areas of cli-
mate change, environmen-
tal governance, environ-
mental impact assess-
ments, pollution and waste

management etc and un-
dertake an exchange of
personnel for training and
education in wildlife man-
agement, including sharing
of technical expertise,
wherever relevant.

At the first wildlife board
meeting of Independent
India in 1952, the govern-
ment had "called for assign-
ing special priority for the
protection of the cheetahs
in central India" and a
"bold experimentation to
preserve the cheetah" was
suggested. Subsequently,
negotiations commenced
with the Shah of Iran in the
1970s for bringing the
Asiatic cheetah to India in
exchange for Asiatic lions.

Keeping in view the
small Asiatic cheetah popu-
lation of Iran and the ge-
netic similarity between
the Iranian and the African

cheetah, it was decided that
the latter would be intro-
duced in India. Ten sites
were surveyed between
2010 and 2012.

Kuno National Park
(KNP) in Madhya Pradesh
was considered ready for
receiving cheetahs with the
least management inter-
ventions since a lot of in-
vestments had been done in
this protected area for rein-
troducing Asiatic lions,
which are also an endan-
gered species.

Spread over 748 square
kilometres, KNP has an ad-
equate prey base. It is de-
void of human settlements,
forms a part of the
Sheopur-Shivpuri decidu-
ous open forest landscape
and is estimated to have a
capacity to sustain 21 chee-
tahs. Once restored, the
larger landscape can hold

about 36 cheetahs. The car-
rying capacity can be fur-
ther enhanced by including
the remaining part of the
Kuno Wildlife Division
(1,280 sq km) through prey
restoration.

The action plan for chee-
tah translocations in KNP
has been developed in com-
pliance with International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) guidelines
and considering site assess-
ment and prey density, cur-
rent cheetah carrying ca-
pacity of the national park,
among other criteria, the
Union environment min-
istry said.

Financial and adminis-
trative support to the chee-
tah reintroduction pro-
gramme in India would be
provided by the ministry
through the National Tiger
Conservation Authority.

Book looks at money laundering
post demonetisation

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

A new book looks at money
laundering in India, particularly
the methods used by people to
funnel their ill-gotten gains into
the banking system, post de-
monetisation. Murali
Raghavan's "Riding the
De(Mon)" is a tale of big money
and crime.

"The novel has been written
after a lot of research about the
methods used by people with
ill-gotten wealth to deposit their
black money with banks and the
vulnerabilities around the data
of cash deposits that exists
even today," says Dubai-based
Raghavan, co-founder of a com-
pany named CFOSME. "It is for
finance professionals and curi-
ous minds who are interested to
understand if the government
made any real substantial gains
from the surprise announce-

ment (of demonetisation)," he
adds. Young Vikram is in jail in
Chennai, accused of defrauding
over Rs 10 crore from a bank
where he worked in the IT de-
partment. With evidence
stacked against him, Vikram
has no option but to agree to a
strange request from a lawyer

representing an anonymous
client. Things go wrong as he
falls back into the world of cor-
porate espionage and govern-
ment corruption and intrigues,
a run on a bank, and murder.
Ashwini, an investigative finan-
cial reporter, tumbles upon
methods used to circumvent
the rules imposed by the au-
thorities during demonetisa-
tion.

Vikram crosses paths with
Ashwini in his quest to expose
the web of corruption between
people with mountains of
money to hide and the unethical
ways they invent to hide it. But
Ashwini's true investigation is
into the man known as 'Guruji' -
Vikram's fellow inmate and pos-
sibly his only friend from his
time in jail - whom she believes
to be the cause of her sister's
death. The book is published by
Leadstart Publishing.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): 

Identification of round-
abouts and markets to be
decked up in the tricolour,
prabhat pheris' by school
students, illumination of
flyovers are some of the
events planned to make
the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign beginning July
22 a memorable one, an of-
ficial statement said on
Wednesday. The prepara-
tions are also underway
for the 75th anniversary of
India's Independence, said
the L-G office's statement.

Prominent roads in the
city, markets, flyovers,
roundabouts, and schools
and hospitals of civic
agencies will be decked up
in the colours of the na-
tional flag, said the state-
ment, adding that all em-
ployees of urban local bod-

ies (ULB) will have the tri-
colour pinned on their
lapels. The directives come
following a meeting
chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday which was attend-
ed by all Governors, Lt
Governors, chief minis-
ters and administrators of
Union territories. The
New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and the
Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD) will identify
prominent roads like
Sardar Patel Marg and
Shanti Path, and impor-
tant market areas in their
respective jurisdictions to
be decorated with the tri-
colour to give a celebrato-
ry look to the entire city
from August 13 to August
15. The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) will
carry out similar exercise
in the markets owned and

controlled by it. The fly-
overs in the NDMC area
will be illuminated in the
colours of the national
flag during this period,
and municipal schools and
hospitals will hoist the flag
in their premises at a
prominent location from
August 13 to 15.

All employees of ULBs,
irrespective of rank and
designation, will wear
lapel pins of the tricolour
in the days running up to
the 75th Independence Day
and they will be encour-
aged to purchase these
pins. ULBs will identify
important roundabouts in
their area for the display
of tricolour through dif-
ferent means like floral
boards, flags, and illumi-
nation in the colors of the
national flag, said the
statement.
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Commuters wade through a waterlogged road following incessant monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Events galore to mark ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

India inks pact with Namibia for cheetah reintroduction
p First batch likely to

arrive before Aug 15

But early to say Thackeray legacy fading

Uddhav Thackeray

Lack of planning in WB to find viable alternatives 

Kolkata, July 20 (PTI): 

Environmentalists in
the city have said there
was lack of planning in
West Bengal to find viable
alternatives to single use
plastics, the use of which
has been banned since
July 1.

Users too are not aware
of the right type of carry
bags to be used after the
ban, they said.

Environmentalist S M
Ghosh said 75 microns

plastic carry bags are
available in Kolkata mar-
ket without government
certification endorsement.

"There should be imme-
diate start of the process of
setting up R & D units of
the central and state gov-
ernments to find out low
cost, good quality alterna-
tive products like carry
bags, plates, spoons, which
can then be manufactured
at the SME level," another
leading green crusader
Subhas Dutta said.

Dutta said that the
alacrity shown by the
Centre and state in enforc-

ing the ban is commend-
able, but it appears there is
a lack of planning to find
viable alternatives to the
banned single use plastics.
He said any suitable alter-
native is costlier for both
the sellers and buyers.

"So far I have seen there
is a noticeable change in
the attitude of the people
and both state and central
governments. But there
seems to be a little confu-
sion about any direction
regarding the use of low
cost, viable and easily
available alternatives to
the banned products." 

p To single use plastics

Railways rules out
any restoration of

concessions
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2200  ((PPTTII))::  The
railways on Wednesday in-
formed the parliament that the
cost of granting concessions to
passengers "weighs heavily"
on the national transporter,
ruling out the restoration of
the facility for all categories. In
a written reply to a question in
Lok Sabha, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
Indian Railways is already
bearing more than 50 per cent
of the cost of travel, on an av-
erage, for all passengers, in-
cluding senior citizens, on ac-
count of lower fare structure
for passenger services. "Apart
from this, due to COVID-19,
passenger earnings for the last
two years is less in comparison
to 2019-20. These have long-
term impact on the financial
health of the railways. Cost of
granting concessions weighs
heavily on the railways, hence
extending scope of conces-
sions to all categories of pas-
sengers, including senior citi-
zens, is not desirable.
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