
Bengal Guv
KKoollkkaattaa:: La Ganesan on
Monday evening took
oath as the new governor
of West Bengal following
the resignation of
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who
has been nominated by
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) as its vice
presidential candidate.
Ganesan, who is also the
governor of Manipur, has
been given the additional
charge of West Bengal.

Booked 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Bhupinder
Singh Honey, nephew of
former Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, has been booked
in an illegal mining case,
said a senior Punjab Police
official on Monday. Police
registered an FIR against
Honey and Kudratdeep
Singh alias Lovie for
allegedly carrying out ille-
gal mining in the area of
Malikpur mining site in
2017 in Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar.

Busted
JJaammmmuu::  Security forces
on Monday busted a sus-
pected terror hideout in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ramban district and
seized ammunition and
explosives, officials said.
A joint search operation
by the Rashtriya Rifles
and the police was
launched in the heights of
the Buzla-Khari belt in
Banihal which led to the
uncovering of the hideout
in Hadwagan-Sernihal
forest, they said.

Suicide
JJaaiippuurr::  A young couple
allegedly ended their lives
by jumping in front of a
moving train on Monday
morning, police said. The
incident took place in the
Siwana police station
area of Rajasthan’s
Barmer district. Police
sub-inspector Jaikishan
said that Swaroop Singh
(16) and Radhakumari
(23) allegedly killed them-
selves by jumping in front
of a passenger train on
Monday morning near the
Mokalsar railway bridge.

Trapped
Jammu: Two people, who
were trapped in a flash-
flood in Betar river in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Poonch district, were res-
cued by the Army on
Monday, officials said.
The two persons, who
were crossing river, were
trapped in a flash-flood
and took refuge on a big
rock in the middle of
water body, they said.

PRAYERS TO LORD SHIVA

Devotees offer prayers at Baba Baidyanath Dham on the first Monday of Sawan
month, in Deoghar district, Monday. 
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BRIEF

Manipur Governor La.
Ganesan with WB CM

Mamata Banerjee during his
swearing-in ceremony, after

he was given additional
charge of West Bengal 

governor, in Kolkata, Monday. 
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New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Voting for the presiden-
tial poll ended on Monday
with the 98.90 per cent of
the electors permitted to
vote in the parliament
house exercising their
franchise, Returning
Officer PC Mody said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
cast their votes at the par-
liament house.

Voting also took place in
state assemblies across the
country.

Going by the stand
taken by various parties,
NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu is set to win the
poll against joint
Opposition nominee
Yashwant Sinha.

Briefing reporters after
the voting, Returning
Officer Mody said out of
736 electors comprising
727 MPs and nine MLAs
permitted by the Election

Commission to vote at the
Parliament house, 728 (719
MPs and nine MLAs) cast
their votes. Earlier, the of-
ficer had said that six MPs
did not cast their vote, but

the figure was revised to
eight after recompilation
of the data. MPs and
MLAs across the country
voted on Monday to elect
India’s 15th president,

choosing between opposi-
tion pick Yashwant Sinha
and NDA nominee
Droupadi Murmu who is
favoured to win the battle
to the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

With the BJP’s domi-
nance and support from
regional parties such as
the BJD, BSP, Shiromani
Akali Dal, Shiv Sena and
now JMM, Murmu’s vote

share is likely to reach
nearly two-thirds and she
is set to become the first
tribal leader and second
woman to occupy the top
constitutional post.

While MPs filed into
Parliament’s Room No 63
that had been converted
into a polling station to
cast their vote, MLAs
headed to state assemblies.

Nearly 4,800 elected MPs
and MLAs are entitled to
vote in the election, but
nominated MPs and
MLAs, and Members of
Legislative Council are
not.

As polling gathered pace
for a race in which the end
result is seemingly clear,
Sinha appealed to parlia-
mentarians and legisla-

tors to listen to their
“inner voice” and support
him.

“I have repeatedly said
this election is very impor-
tant as it will decide the di-
rection as to whether
democracy will remain in
India or will slowly end.
The indications that we
are getting is that we are
moving towards its end,”
Sinha told reporters.

There is no party whip.
This is a secret ballot. I ap-
peal to all MPs and MLAs
to use their discretion and
elect me to save democra-
cy,” the 84-year-old added.

The veteran politician,
who visited 13 state capi-
tals during his campaign,
said he is not just fighting
a political battle.

“Government agencies
have become very active,
they are causing split in
political parties, they are
compelling people to vote
in a particular way and
there is also a game of
money involved,” he al-
leged.

Lahore, Jul 18:

When 92-year old Indian
citizen Reena Varma visits
her childhood home in
Pakistan this week, for the
first time in 75 years, she
will be the only one of her
family to make it back
home since they left short-
ly before partition divided
the two nations.

“My dream came true,”
she said, adding her sister
had died without ever
being able to fulfil her
wish to return to the home
in the city of Rawalpindi
they left when Varma was
15 years old.

The family of five sib-
lings fled to Pune shortly
before partition in August

1947. Although Varma was
able to travel once to the
eastern Pakistani city of
Lahore as a young woman,
she has never been back to
Rawalpindi. Her parents
and siblings have since
died. Crossing into
Pakistan by road last week
after decades of attempts
to get a visa, she felt a

wave of emotion.
“When I crossed the

Pakistan-India Border and
saw the signs for Pakistan
and India, I got sentimen-
tal,” she said, speaking
during a stop in Lahore.
“Now, I cannot predict
how I will react when I
reach Rawalpindi and see
my ancestral home in the

street.” Varma’s family
was among the millions of
people whose lives were
disrupted in 1947, when de-
parting British Indian
colonial administrators
ordered the creation of
two countries - one mostly
Muslim and one majority
Hindu.

A mass migration fol-
lowed, marred by violence
and bloodshed, as about 15
million Muslims, Hindus
and Sikhs, fearing dis-
crimination, swapped
countries in a political up-
heaval that cost more than
a million lives.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since
1947, and relations remain
tense.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

A 31-year-old man from
Kannur in Kerala tested
positive for monkeypox on
Monday, making it the sec-
ond confirmed case of the
disease in India, a Union
health ministry official
said. The patient had land-
ed at the Mangalore air-
port in coastal Karnataka
from Dubai on July 13. He
was admitted to a hospital
after he exhibited symp-
toms of the disease. His
samples were sent to the
National Institute of
Virology, Pune, and they
tested positive for the
virus, the official said.

The Union health min-
istry had last week rushed
a high-level multi-discipli-
nary team to Kerala to as-

sist the state health au-
thorities in instituting
public health measures
after the first confirmed
case of monkeypox was
detected from Kollam dis-
trict on Thursday.

“In view of the report of
confirmation of a case of
monkeypox disease from
Kollam district in Kerala,
the health ministry has de-
cided to depute a multi-dis-
ciplinary central team to
support the state govern-
ment of Kerala in investi-
gating the outbreak and
institute requisite public
health measures,” an offi-
cial memorandum by the
health ministry last week

read. The team shall work
closely with the state
health departments and
take stock of the on-
ground situation and rec-
ommend necessary public
health interventions, the
officials had said.

“The Government of
India is taking proactive
steps by monitoring the
situation carefully and co-
ordinating with states in
case of any such possibili-
ty of outbreak,” the health
ministry had earlier said.

According to the World
Health Organisation, mon-
keypox is a viral zoonosis
(a virus transmitted to hu-
mans from animals), with
symptoms similar to those
seen in the past in small-
pox patients, although it is
clinically less severe.

Bhopal/Mumbai, Jul 18
(PTI): At least 13 passen-
gers were killed after their
bus heading towards
Maharashtra fell into the
Narmada river  in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district on Monday, offi-
cials said.

The deceased included
four women and a child,
they said. Madhya
Pradesh Home Minister
Narottam Mishra said 15
people were rescued.

The bus, belonging to
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC),
was believed to be carry-
ing 30 to 32 people, anoth-
er official said.
Maharashtra Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde
expressed grief over the
loss of lives in the acci-
dent and directed the
MSRTC to take immediate
action to pay Rs 10 lakh to
the relatives of each of the
deceased passengers.

The MSRTC later an-
nounced a compensation
of Rs 10 lakh to the rela-
tives of each of the de-
ceased and to bear the en-
tire cost of treatment cost
of the injured persons.

According to MSRTC of-
ficials, the bus left from
MP’s Indore city around
7.30 am and was heading
to Amalner in
Maharashtra’s Jalgaon
district, located about 260
km from Dhar.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

The Monsoon session of
Parliament got off to a
stormy start on Monday
leading to adjournment of
the two Houses without
transacting much busi-
ness following an opposi-
tion uproar over issues
ranging from price rise to
the Agnipath scheme.

The uproar broke out
even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged MPs
before the start of the par-
liamentary proceedings to
make the session as pro-
ductive as possible and
called for debate, criticism
and analysis for positive
contribution to policies
and decisions. In a lighter
vein, he remarked that in

Delhi rains have begun,
but the heat outside is not
reducing and wondered
whether the heat will
come down inside

Parliament. Presiding
over his last session as
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, M Venkaiah Naidu
also urged MPs to be “dif-

ferent and better” than
they were in the last five
years when 57 per cent of
House sittings were partly
or fully disrupted.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Monday directed that no
precipitative steps be
taken against Alt News co-
founder Mohd Zubair in
connection with five FIRs
lodged against him in
Uttar Pradesh for alleged-
ly outraging religious feel-
ings. The apex court ob-
served that it seems to be a
“vicious cycle” where the
moment Zubair gets bail
in one case, there is anoth-
er FIR against him.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S
Bopanna said it would
hear on July 20 the plea
filed by Zubair, who is
seeking quashing of these

FIRs. “In the meantime,
we direct that no precipita-
tive steps shall be taken
against the petitioner
(Zubair) in connection
with any of the five FIRs,
which have been extracted
above (in the order), with-
out the leave of this
court,” the bench said
while issuing notice on his
plea. The bench noted that
Zubair was granted inter-
im bail, which was last
week extended till further
orders, by the apex court
in connection with a case
lodged against him in the
Sitapur district of Uttar
Pradesh for allegedly out-
raging religious senti-
ments.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1188  ((PPTTII))::  The
Railways on Monday announced
its week-long plans to celebrate
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ from
July 18-23 covering 27 trains and
75 railway stations across 24
states linked to the Indian free-
dom struggle.

‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ is a
government’s initiative to cele-
brate and commemorate 75
years of Indian independence.
“The Railways is planning a
week-long celebration, which
will be called “Azadi ki Rail
Gadi” at these stations, while
the trains will be decorated as
they undertake their usual jour-
neys. “While the stations will be
called “Swatantrata stations”,
the trains will be called “spot-
light trains,” said Chairman and

CEO Railway Board VK Tripathi.
“As part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, the event ‘Azadi Ki
Rail Gadi aur Stations’ will be
held during this week called as
‘Iconic Week’ under the overall
spirit of ‘Jan Bhagidari and Jan
Andolan which will showcase
the convergence of values and
glories of the freedom struggle
of the past with the aspirations
and dreams of a young, new and
iconic India,” he said. This week
will culminate with the mile-
stone function on July 23,” said
Tripathi. Public announcement
systems at railway stations will
play patriotic songs throughout
these days, he said. Most of the
trains identified are linked to
Mahatma Gandhi — the Ahimsa
Express which runs between

Ahmedabad and Pune, Ashram
Express (Ahmadabad Delhi),
August Kranti Tejas Express
(Mumbai Central Hazrat
Nizamuddin), Hutatma Express
(Pune Solapur), Lokshakti
Express (Bandra Terminus
Ahmadabad) and Navjeevan
Express (Ahmadabad Chennai
Central).

Other trains include Navyug
Express (Mangalore Central
Jammu Tawi), Sabarmati
Express (Ahmadabad Varanasi
and Ahmadabad Darbhanga),
Sarvodaya (Ahmadabad Jammu
Tawi), Sewagram Express
(Mumbai C.S.T. Nagpur), Shanti
Express (Gandhinagar Capital
Indore) and Swaraj Express
(Bandra Terminus Jammu Tawi),
officials said.

YASHWANT SINHA VS DROUPADI MURMU

MPs and MLAs vote for 15th Prez
Voting concludes in Parl, turnout 99%

Prime Minister Narendra Modi casts his vote for the
election of the President, at Parliament House in New
Delhi, Monday.

10 states, one UT
record 100% voting
The Election Commission
Monday said over 99 per
cent of the total 4,796 elec-
tors cast their votes in presi-
dential poll, while 10 states
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry recorded a
turnout of 100 per cent. A
100 per cent voting by MLAs
was reported from
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry, the state-
ment reads.

Cong MLAs cross-vote

in favour of Murmu
Congress MLA Mohammed
Moquim created a flutter in
political circles on Monday by
announcing that he has voted
in favour of NDA presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu as
she happened to be a “daugh-
ter of Odisha”. Immediately
after exercising his franchise
in the Assembly, the legislator
from Cuttack-Barabati assem-
bly segment said he went by
his “conscience call”. “I am an
Odia; I voted in favour of
Droupadi Murmu as she is a
daughter of Odisha”. 

Voted according to my

conscience: Bishnoi
Haryana Congress MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who cross-
voted in last month’s Rajya
Sabha polls, on Monday said
he has voted according to
his conscience in the presi-
dential election too.
Indicating that he had sup-
ported NDA candidate
Droupadi Murmu rather
than the opposition’s
Yashwant Sinha, Bishnoi
said in Delhi, “Like in Rajya
Sabha, I have cast my vote
in this election too as per
my conscience”.

Parl Monsoon session gets off to stormy start

Speaking to reporters, Modi
said Parliament functions and
takes best decisions with
everyone’s ‘prayaas’ (efforts)
and urged parliamentarians
to make full use of this ses-
sion in national interest. “We
always consider the House an
efficient medium of dialogue,
a pilgrimage place. Where
there is dialogue with an open
mind, there are fierce debates
if needed, there is also criti-
cism and by very good analy-
sis of things a very positive

contribution can be made to
policies and decisions,” the
prime minister added. He
urged all MPs to undertake
deep thinking and discussion,
and make the House as pro-
ductive and fruitful as possi-
ble. “For that everyone’s con-
tribution is needed.
Democracy functions with
everyone’s ‘prayaas’ (efforts),
House functions with every-
one’s ‘prayaas’, House takes
the best decisions with every-
one’s ‘prayaas’. 

‘Make session as productive as possible’

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi addresses media on the

first day of the Monsoon

Session of Parliament, in

New Delhi, Monday.

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’

Railways to launch week-long 
celebrations covering 27 trains, 75 stations

Zubair’s bail case,
‘vicious cycle’ : SC

13 killed as Maha-bound
bus falls into Narmada river 

India reports 2nd confirmed case of monkeypox

 Man travelled from
Dubai

DREAM COME TRUE

Trying since 1965, Indian woman, 92, gets visa to visit home in Pak

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Body
weight of the malnour-
ished children is meas-
ured every month at
Anganwadis to check the
growth of children. Now, a
photograph will also be
taken on the spot while
measuring the weight. All
photographs will be com-
piled by supervisors. In
these, CDPOs will select
random photographs and
keep an eye on the growth
of children in
Anganwadis. DPOs will
also do the same. Collector
Pushpendra Meena gave
these instructions to the
officers of Women and
Child Development
Department during a
meeting held on Monday.

The Collector said that
he himself would see the
samples of selected

Anganwadis and conduct
visits to inspect the nutri-
tional status of the chil-
dren. He will also meet the
parents if needed. The
Collector discussed in de-
tail about the action plan
for nutrition. District
Programme Officer Vipin
Jain and other officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

Severely malnourished
children will be identified
whose weight has not in-
creased in the last six
months. The Collector said
that the goal is to ensure
that every child overcomes
malnutrition. For this, the
administration has to
make a special strategy for
each child. There are 2 to 3
such children in every
Anganwadi.

The workers must keep
an eye on these children
regularly and provide

them food according to the
diet plan. The parents
must be informed about
the precautions. If the
child has not gained
weight in the last six
months, he should under-
go comprehensive medical
examination so that their
causes can be identified
and treated.

Collector said that it is
very important for chil-
dren to have food at home
on time. Prepare a diet
plan for this purpose. The
diet plan should be such
that the family members
do not face any problem.
For example, vegetables
can be used for iron con-
tent. There are many types
of nutritious elements in
Chhattisgarhi Thali. It is
just necessary to be aware
of using them in the pre-
scribed quantity at the
right time.

Collector said that field
activity is most important
to overcome malnutrition.
Enhanced communication
with the parents can help
in eradicating malnutri-
tion. If the workers man-
age to conduct visits at
least three days in a week,
the nutritional level of the
child can be maintained.
With the regular visit of
the worker, the family
members also understand
the seriousness of the mat-
ter.

Officials informed that
Morenga Bars are provid-
ed to children between six
months to 12 months and
children between 37 and 54
months. It is tasty and
very nutritious for chil-
dren. The Collector appre-
ciated this initiative.
Along with this, he in-
structed them to give ba-
nanas along with hot food
to the children.

The number of severely
malnourished children
has come down by 4 per-
cent after the launch of
the Chief Minister's
Nutrition Campaign.
According to the weight
festival in the year 2019,
the percentage of severely
malnourished children
was 15.71 which decreased
to 12.60 percent in the year
2021. This year it has come
down even more.

BSF apprehends attempt
to murder accused

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Border
Security Force deployed
in naxal infested areas of
Kanker is also assisting
the District Police in
crime control and main-
taining law and order.
Acting on a tip off, the
BSF troops of 167th
Battalion conducted a
joint operation with team
of Badgaon Police Station
and managed to trap an
absconding accused of at-
tempt to murder.

The accused Dhanuram
Potai of village Mandhle
had tried to kill one
Rakesh Potai on March 31,
2022. The joint team of
BSF and District Police
managed to arrest the ab-
sconding accused from
village Mendhra. IG
Indraj Singh (BSF,
Frontier Headquarters,
Special Operations, Durg)

and DIG Tejendra Pal
Singh Siddhu (BSF,
Regional Headquarters,
Bhanupratappur) appreci-
ated and greeted the team

involved in this operation.
They reassured the locals
that BSF is committed to
protect them from every
threat.

Five feared dead as car falls into river
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Five
unidentified persons are
feared dead after a car
plunged into the flooded
Shivnath River in Durg on
the intervening night of
Monday. The car was trav-
elling from Rajnandgaon
towards Durg. While enter-
ing the limits of Durg city,
the car took the route of
the old bridge of River
Shivnath instead of the
new one.

As the river was flooded
and water had reached the
danger level of the old
bridge, police had closed
the road with barricades.
But the passengers of the
car removed the barri-
cades and tried to travel
across the old bridge. The
car plunged into the river
from this bridge. NDRF
and SDRF launched rescue
operations but were un-
able to find the vehicle or
passengers till filing of

this report.
The labourers of the

nearby brocks kiln wit-
nessed the entire incident.
According to them, a speed-
ing car approached the old
bridge from Anjora. As the
bridge was closed with bar-
ricades, two men came out
of the car and removed the
barricades. The car then
moved ahead and after cov-
ering a few yards, the vehi-
cle fell down into the river.

It is being suspected that
the passengers of the car
were in an inebriated state
and the driver lost control
over the vehicle in the mid-
dle of the bridge. On infor-
mation, Police team
reached the spot within a
few minutes but were un-
able to conduct rescue oper-
ations due to rains and
heavy flow of water in the
river. The NDRF and SDRF
launched rescue and

search operations on
Monday morning. About
five boats and four dozen
men of NDRF and SDRF
were pressed into search
operations.

The divers faced a lot of
difficulty in searching the
vehicle amidst heavy water
flow. Even after 14 hours of
search operations, they
were unable to find the ve-
hicle or the passengers.
There was no information

about the vehicle as well as
the identity of the passen-
gers who are feared dead in
this mishap. Durg Police
has contacted its counter-
parts in other districts and
states to gather informa-
tion about missing persons
who were likely to travel to
Durg on Sunday night.
Heavy police force was de-
ployed near the Old and the
New Bridge of River
Sheonath.
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Photographs of kids to be taken while
measuring their body weight

Collector instructs to pay special attention on severely malnourished children

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: A state
level convention of
Chhattisgarh State Class
III Government
Employees Association
and Chhattisgarh Rural
Agriculture Extension
Officers Association was
held in Durg on Monday.
The convention passed a
resolution to stage a four-
day strike from July 25 to
July 29.

Arun Vora, Chairman-
CG State Warehousing
Corporation and MLA
Durg attended the conven-
tion as Chief Guest while
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
was present as special
guest. Chief Patron PR
Yadav, Vijay Jha, MP
Aade, Ajay Tiwari, State
President of Employees
Officers Federation
Kamal Verma and
Provincial Secretary
Rajesh Chatterjee were
present on the dais at the
convention held at Khalsa

Public School in Durg..
GR Chandra was elect-

ed as the new state presi-
dent of Chhattisgarh
State Class III
Government Employees
Association. He will as-
sume charge on 01 August
2022. Vijay Lahere was
elected as the State
President of the Rural
Agricultural Extension
Officers Association.
Addressing the confer-
ence, PR Yadav said that
from July 25 to July 29,
2022, the employees of the
state would go on strike.

He exhorted that the
employees of the state
would struggle to any ex-
tent for a 34% dearness al-
lowance and house rent
allowance in the seventh
pay scale from the due
date like that provided to
the central government
employees. In the confer-
ence, thousands of dele-
gates from 32 districts
were asked to participate
fearlessly in the strike.

Vijay Jha said that the
members of the Class III
Government Employees
Association have always
struggled hard. They have
played an important role
in the movements of the
employees union of the
state. Ajay Tiwari, State
President, urged all the
members to struggle with
unity under the banner of
Chhattisgarh State
Employees Officers
Federation.

MP Aade said that the
government will try to
suppress the struggle but
we have to fight for our
rights with self-confi-
dence. Kamal Verma,
Provincial Convener,
Employees Officers
Federation said that it is
the religion of the
Federation to protect the
fundamental rights of the
employees.

MLA Arun Vora said
that 34% dearness al-
lowance and house rent al-
lowance on the seventh

pay scale will be resolved
after discussing the issues
with the Chief Minister.
He added that the govern-
ment will take care of the
employees. He announced
grants for construction of
a new building for the as-
sociation. Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal said that whatev-
er commitment is made for
the employees and their
families, they will fulfill it.

Baba Chauhan, Vijay
Lahere, Manish Tiwari,
GP Upadhyay,
Harshvardhan Srivastava,
Anoop Sahu, Pratibha
Srivastava, Uttara
Ambade, Monica Suktel,
Gaurishankar Rawana,
Naveen Gupta, Kunwar
Singh Rajput, Yugal
Kishore Mandavi and
Rajesh Chatterjee made re-
markable contributions in
making the convention a
grand success. Outgoing
Provincial President Vijay
Jha and MP Aade were ho-
noured with Sangh Seva
Samman.

Class III Govt Employees Association
announces four-day strike

Utensil Banks to be
opened in 12 wards of city

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: With the
objectives to ensure com-
plete ban on use of single
use plastic and banned
plastics, the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has provided assistance to
the women self help
groups for opening Utensil
Banks in 12 wards of the
city. Five such banks are
already operational in the
city. On Monday, Mayor
Neeraj Pal distributed
cheques of monetary as-
sistance to the women of
Self Help Groups to in-
crease their business.

Among the women of
Self Help Group who re-
ceived the cheques are
Manya Self Help Group,
Shastri Nagar (Rs 125000),
Siya Self Help Group
Nehru Nagar (Rs 100000),
Aastha Self Help Group
Camp 1 (Rs 100000),
Yashoda Self Help Group
Ambedkar Nagar (Rs
190000), Sana Self Help
Group Power House (Rs
210000), Jai Maa Self Help
Group Contractor Colony
(Rs 380000) and Anees
Raza Self Help Group
Khursipar (Rs 150000)
under bank linkage loan.

Loans are given to
women of active group
under Recurring Nidhi
bank linkage. This type of

loan is provided to women
groups after repaying the
loan given to start busi-
ness. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation gave utensils
to the women for the es-
tablishment of the Utensil
Bank. Utensils, embroi-
dery, mug, plate, thali,
spoon, glass, bowl, hearth,
ganji, chair, mattress,
sheet, rug, jar etc are also
available with many
women's groups for rent.
Now the work of renting
out these materials will
also be started. The in-
come generated will make
women more empowered.

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has started a
new initiative towards
making the city a plastic
free city. The utensil bank
set will be used for various
programs as replacement
for restricted plastics.
Nodal Officer Preeti Singh
and Assistant Project
Officer of National Urban
Livelihood Mission

Phanindra Bose said that
efforts will be made to rent
utensils at a rate lower
than the market rate. The
corporation will fix its
value. It is often seen that
polythene, disposable,
plastic, thermocol etc are
used in various programs,
celebrations, events.

Due to the ban on single
use plastic and as a step to-
wards making a banned
plastic free city, the
Corporation has provided
Utensils to SHGs. The
work of renting utensils
will be done by the
women. Along with the es-
tablishment of the Utensil
Bank, its rent fixation will
also be done. Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Mayor in
Council members
Sandeep Nirankari,
Meera Banjare, Neha
Sahu, Malti Thakur and
Rita Singh Gera and oth-
ers were present in the
programme.

Yuva Shakti Sangathan appeals 
Collector to relocate liquor shop

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: A delega-
tion of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan submitted a
memorandum to the
District Collector seeking
relocation of the Country
Liquor and English Wine
shops from Gada Square,
Supela. The delegation
led by Madan Sen includ-
ing Paras Janghel,
Councilor Mahesh
Verma, Sharda Gupta,
President of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan appraised the
Collector about the prob-
lems being faced by the
common people due to the
presence of liquor shop
on the main road.
Collector Pushpendra
Meena assured the dele-
gation that he will soon
conduct a visit to the area
and take stock of the situ-
ation.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the Yuva
Shakti Sangathan has
been continuously
protesting against the
liquor shop since 2019.
They have submitted
memorandums before
competent authorities
seeking relocation of the
liquor shops, but no ini-
tiative has been taken so

far on the part of the ad-
ministration. The organi-
sation had conducted a
signature campaign also
which was signed by 4000
people. Local people had
voluntarily come forward
to protest against the
liquor shop and. Yuva
Shakti Sangathan had
earlier also given a memo-
randum to the Collector
demanding removal of
liquor shops, but the ad-
ministration has not
taken any initiative so far.
Yuva Shakti Sangathan
has demanded that both
the Country Liquor Shop
and the English Liquor
Shop should be removed

and relocated at some
other place. The residents
of Supela, who reside in
the vicinity, said that they
and the local traders have
complained many times
but their plea remained
unheard. They said that
the road connecting
Supela Chowk to Gada
Chowk is one of the
busiest roads of the city.
This road is used by thou-
sands of people who re-
side or work in Kohka,
Smriti Nagar, Shanti
Nagar, Vaishali Nagar,
and other adjoining
areas. Apart from this,
students of many colleges
and patients visiting the

hospitals also use this
road. Due to the presence
of boozers and alcoholics,
an unpleasant situation
gets created on this road
and the chances of acci-
dents also increase due to
the presence of intoxicat-
ed riders on this road.
Drunkards throw the
liquor bottles and dispos-
als on the road. Women
and children feel embar-
rassed to commute on
this road.

Yuva Shakti Sangathan
stated that if the adminis-
tration does not remove
the liquor shop soon, the
locals will launch an ex-
tensive movement.

They have already ap-
praised the Chief
Minister, Divisional
Commissioner, Inspector
General of Police,
Superintendent of Police,
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Municipal Corporation,
Bhilai, Excise
Department, Durg and
the public representa-
tives. They have earlier
taken out a torch rally
and had also staged
demonstrations.

Paras Janghel, Sharda
Gupta, BJP Councilor
Mahesh Verma, Amol
Sahu, Naveen Singh,
Former Councilor
Krishna Tandon, Former
Councilor Shobu Ram
Sahu, Junaid Khan,
Pinku Tiwari, Sunil
Kumar Sharma, Vijay
Sahu, Suresh Prajapati,
Balram Thakur, Rinku
Tiwari, Vijay Singh,
Sunil Sharma, Manoj
Gupta, Saurabh Gupta,
Roshan Singh, Abhay
Tiwari, Sant Ram, Mani
Verma, Jitendra Utpal,
Ashok Saroj, Bhai
Madina Bano, Manoj
Paswan, Shivanand
Singh, Vimal Chand
Sahu, and other members
of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan were present.
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PRAYERS TO LORD SHIVA

Devotees in large number visited Lord Shiva’s temple in Mahadev Ghat road on occasion
of first Monday of ‘Sawan Month’ and performed various rituals here on Monday.

Rare surgery in Ambedkar Hospital

Raipur, Jul 18: Doctors in
Heart, Chest and Vascular
Surgery Department of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital Raipur
have performed a rare sur-
gery on a 5-year old girl and
infused a new life in her by
successfully removing
Mediastinal tumour. This
was perhaps the first suc-
cessful surgery of
Mediastinal tumour on the
outer surface of the heart
in Chhattisgarh, performed
by the Doctors led by Dr
Krishna Kant Sahu, Head of
the Department of Heart,

Chest and Vascular
Surgery. The girl has recov-
ered and has been dis-
charged after five days in
the hospital.

The 5-year old girl from
Ambikapur was presented

with chest pain and cough
lasting for the last six
months. When cough did
not cure CT scan and other
tests were done on her at a
private hospital in Raipur
where she was found to

have a tumor on the heart
which was pressing the
nerves of the heart and
lungs. The doctor in private
hospital referred her to the
Heart, Chest, and Vascular
Surgery Department of
ACI.

According to Dr Krishna
Kant Sahu this tumor
which is called mature me-
diastinal teratoma is com-
monly found in patients
aged 20 to 40 years, that too
around the abdomen but
detection of this tumor in a
5-year old girl on the heart
is also very rare. This
tumor had affected the su-
perior vena cava and pul-
monary artery, vein, right
atrium and phrenic nerve
of the heart and that opera-
tion was very risky, he said.

All 90 MLAs cast votes for Presidential election-2022

Raipur, Jul 18:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker, Chief
Minister, Ministers and
Legislators exercised their

franchise in the voting for
election of 16th President
of the country. The process
of voting was completed
today in the polling station
set up for the election of
the President in committee
room number-02 located in
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly com-
plex. Voting started in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly

complex at 10 am.
All 90 MLAs in

Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly have cast their
votes. BJP MLA from
Kurud constituency Ajay
Chandrakar was the first
House member in the
Congress-ruled state to
cast his ballot. PCC Chief
Mohan Markam cast his
vote first on behalf of

Congress. Congress MLA
Dwarikadhish Yadav cast
his vote at the end of
polling.

Congress MLA from
Kondagaon and
Chhattisgarh party unit
chief Mohan Markam,
state Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
cast their votes. The
National Democratic
Alliance’s candidate
Droupadi Murmu is pitted
against the opposition’s
nominee Yashwant Sinha
in the presidential poll.

In the 90-member
Chhattisgarh Assembly,
the Congress has 71 MLAs,
while the BJP has 14 mem-
bers. There are also three
MLAs are from the Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
and two from the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

After the stipulated pe-
riod of polling was over,
the ballot box was sealed
at 5 pm. The Assistant
Returning Officer appoint-
ed for the Presidential
Election-2022 went to New
Delhi by a regular flight
last night with the sealed
ballot box. The counting of
votes will be held in New
Delhi on July 21.

Narayan Prasad
Chandel, Krishnamurthy

Bandhi and Shivratan
Sharma from Bharatiya
Janata Party and Kuldeep
Singh Juneja and Mohit
Ram Kerketta from
Congress were present in
the polling booth as polling
agents. Presiding Officer
and Assistant Returning
Officer, Dinesh Sharma,
Observer Rakesh Ranjan,
Principal Secretary,
Election Commission of
India, Malay Malik, Chief
Electoral Officer
(Chhattisgarh) P
Dayanand were also pres-
ent during polling.

Ch’garh records 440.7 mm average rainfall so far

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: An aver-
age rainfall of 440.7 mm
has been recorded in
Chhattisgarh since June
1, 2022. The highest rain-
fall of 1105.9 mm was
recorded in Bijapur dis-
trict while Balrampur
district recorded lowest

average rainfall of
140.2mm. This is accord-
ing to the district-wise
rainfall statistics from
June 01 to July 18.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
state level control room
for flood disaster man-
agement, Surguja has re-
ceived 160.9 mm of rain-
fall since June 1.
Similarly, Surajpur re-
ceived 229.9 mm rainfall,
Jashpur 174.7 mm,
Koriya 294.4 mm, Raipur
308.3 mm, Balodabazar
410.4 mm, Gariyaband
525.8 mm, Mahasamund

465.5 mm, Dhamtari 548.7
mm, Bilaspur 455.7 mm,
Mungeli 496.3 mm,
Raigarh 375.2 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 511.8
mm, Korba 323.5 mm,
G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi 445.5 mm, Durg
430.4 mm, Kabirdham
422.0 mm, Rajnandgaon
508.7 mm, Balod
604.1mm, Bemetara 324.6
mm, Bastar 537.2 mm,
Kondagaon 536.2 mm,
Kanker 629.6 mm,
Narayanpur 463.3 mm,
Dantewada 528.5 mm and
Sukma recorded average
rainfall of 427.5 mm.

Resignation not an act of ‘indiscipline’: Singh Deo

Raipur, Jul 18:
Chhattisgarh minister TS
Singh Deo, who has relin-
quished one of the portfo-
lios he was holding, on
Monday defended his deci-
sion to quit and rejected
suggestions it was an act
of “indiscipline” and
maintained he has sought
a meeting with the
Congress central leader-
ship.

Singh Deo, locked in a
power tussle with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
has given up the charge of
the panchayat and rural
development department
citing reasons like non-al-
lotment of funds by the
CM for the construction of
houses under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY). However, he still
holds health and family
welfare, medical educa-
tion, 20-point implementa-
tion and commercial tax
(GST) portfolios.

Asked about reports

that a few Congress MLAs
have demanded action
against him, the health
minister sought to know
how making a point
amounts to “indiscipline”.

A Union minister came
here (apparently referring
to the visit of Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Giriraj
Singh to the state) and
commented on MNREGA
(rural jobs scheme) as well
as Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana.

“I took the responsibili-
ty for it (alleged tardy pace
of implementation of

schemes) and resigned
from the department. How
is it an act of indiscipline?
I am in frequent talks with
everyone in the govern-
ment and have made all
the things public, said
Singh Deo while talking to
PTI.

“I have defended the
(state) government and
taken the responsibility
for works not being done
in my department
(Panchayat and Rural
Development),” he said.

Giriraj Singh, who was
in Chhattisgarh last week,
had criticized the
Congress government for
the way it has been imple-
menting central welfare
schemes.

After the latest political
development in the state,
which goes polls in late
2023, Singh Deo has sought
time from the party’s cen-
tral leadership.

“I will be visiting
Ahmedabad via Delhi.
Time has been sought to
meet the high command
and if there is a meeting,
then there will be a con-

versation about the cur-
rent events,” the Congress
leader said.

Singh Deo has been ap-
pointed an observer by the
party for the Gujarat as-
sembly polls slated by the
year-end.

I have learnt that the
issue of my resignation
was brought up in the
meeting of the Congress
Legislative Party on
Sunday and a few MLAs
demanded action in this
regard. I also came to
know that Punia Ji (the
party’s state incharge P L
Punia) listened to the
MLAs and said he will
convey their sentiments to
people concerned, said
Singh Deo.

The Congress minister
did not attend the CLP
meeting.

Talking to reporters on
Sunday, Chief Minister
Baghel had said he was yet
to receive Singh Deo’s res-
ignation from the pan-
chayat and rural develop-
ment department and that
he learnt about the latter’s
move through the media.

Responding to this,
Singh Deo said the resig-
nation letter was sent on
Saturday and when he was
hold that the CM’s office
was closed, he emailed the
missive.

“Before my resignation I
had a talk with the chief
minister and informed
him about everything,” he
said.

The minister said he
met Baghel in the state as-
sembly on Monday but
there was no discussion on
the resignation issue.

In his resignation letter
to the chief minister,
Singh Deo had claimed not
a single house was built
for homeless people under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana as funds were not
allotted despite “repeated
request”.

In the four-page resigna-
tion letter, Singh Deo cited
various reasons, saying he
was unable to fulfil the de-
partment’s targets as per
the vision of the Jan
Ghoshna Patra (poll mani-
festo), given the “current
scenario”.

Will meet Cong
leadership

Raipur, Jul 18: The state
government has awarded
cabinet rank to the
Chairman Chhattisgarh
Bhavan and Anya
Sannirman Karmakar
Kalyan Mandal

(CBASKKM) Sunny
Agrawal.

The status of cabinet
rank to Sunny Agrawal is
applicable from Monday
onward.

The state government

has provided this cabinet
rank to Sunny Agrawal for
his conduct and all the fa-
cilities as Cabinet
Minister to Sunny
Agrawal will be provided
by CBASKKM.

Sunny Agrawal gets cabinet rank

Bijapur records
highest rainfall of
1105.9 mm while
Balrampur records
lowest of 140.2 mm

Polling concludes
for electing 16th
President of the
country

Raipur, Jul 18: Bank of
Baroda (BoB), the interna-
tional bank of India, is going
to celebrate its 115th found-
ing anniversary on  July 20,
2022. On this occasion, under
the guidance of Mr. Anmay
Kumar Mishra, Network
Deputy General Manager,

Chhattisgarh, the inaugura-
tion of CSR activities under
Corporate Social
Responsibility was done in
the presence of Mr. P.
Dayanand, Director of
Health Department and CEC
and Bank of Baroda, Raipur,
new regional head of the re-

gion, Mr. Amit Banerjee, who
took charge of Raipur on
July 15, 2022. Blood donation
camp, health screening and
cultural programs like draw-
ing, rangoli  and pot decora-
tion competition were organ-
ised for the staff members of
Bank of Baroda and their
families on this occasion.
The program was conducted
by  Abhishek Bharati,
Deputy Regional Manager,
Regional Office, Raipur in
conjunction with Regional
Office, Raipur team and
Network Sub General
Manager, Chhattisgarh team.

Pallav Shah appointed
Co-ordinator of NRI Cell
Raipur, Jul 18: The
state government has
taken initiative to unite
all the NRIs of
Chhattisgarh in order to
obtain their suggestions
and information and its
implementation have
formed NRI Cell in the
state. The state govern-
ment appointed Pallav
Shah as co-ordinator of
NRI Cell.

It is notable here that
Pallav Shah hails from
Korba and presently re-
sides in Boston in USA.
An order in this regard
has been issued by
GAD.

Mediastinal 
tumour removed
from 5-year old girl

BoB organises CSR activities on the
occasion of 115th foundation day
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Workshop conducted successfully by CIF, IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Jul 18: The
Central Instrumentation
Facility (CIF) at IIT Bhilai
recently organised a two-
day workshop on
“Advanced Materials
C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n
Techniques”. Its main
focus was on Powder X-ray
Diffraction (PXRD) and
Scanning Electron
Microscope (SEM) tech-
niques. This workshop
aimed to provide a plat-
form for leading scientists
and academicians, young
researchers, and PhD stu-
dents to exchange ideas
and expertise on material
characterization using
PXRD and SEM tech-
niques. The workshop cov-
ered areas such as an
overview of all characteri-
zation facilities available
at CIF, an introduction to

SEM and PXRD tech-
niques, and a poster pres-
entation session.

On the first day of the
workshop, Dr. Dhruv
Pratap Singh (Faculty in
charge, CIF) welcomed
everyone present and gave
an overview of the work-
shop. After that, the work-
shop was inaugurated by
Dr. Jayesh Chandra S. Pai,
Registrar, IIT Bhilai. The
keynote speakers of the
workshop were Prof.
Srinivasan Natarajan
(FASc, FNASc, FNA,
FRSC, Dept. of Chemistry,
IISc Bangalore), Dr. Sesha
Vempati (Assistant

Professor, Dept. of Physics,
IIT Bhilai), Dr. Ravikumar
I y y a m p e r u m a l
(Application Scientist,
Bruker, India) and Mr.
Sathya Srinivasan
(Application Scientist,
Carl Zeiss, India).

Prof. Srinivasan
Natarajan’s talk was on
‘Diffraction-Principles and
Applications’, and Dr.
R a v i k u m a r
Iyyamperumal’s talk was
on ‘The measurement and
the analysis of PXRD’. Dr.
Sesha Vempati delivered a
talk on ‘Microscopy:
Principles and
Applications’. There was

also a talk by Mr. Sathya
Srinivasan titled, ‘The
measurement and the
analysis of FESEM’.
Sample preparation meth-
ods and hands-on training
were provided to the par-
ticipants. Also, Q&A ses-
sions were conducted to
address the queries of par-
ticipants. During the vale-
dictory session, Prof. Rajat
Moona, Director, IIT Bhilai
awarded the winners of
the poster presentation
competition. Prof. Moona
congratulated the partici-
pants and said that knowl-
edge dissemination in var-
ious forms is always bene-
ficial as seen in the work-
shop. It will empower the
researchers working in
various fields and various
universities/institutes to
understand how equip-
ment can help in identify-
ing the characteristics of
materials to get better re-
sults. The programme con-
cluded with a vote of
thanks by Dr. Dhruv
Pratap Singh.

Webinar on ‘Art and Craft of Film
Making’ held at Amity University 

Raipur, Jul 18: Amity
School of Communication
(ASCO), Amity University
Chhattisgarh organized a
Webinar on “Art and Craft of
Film Making”. Manoj
Verma, National Award-
Winning Movie Director was
the resource person for the
day.

The event started with
Saraswati Vandana followed
by a welcome address by Dr.
M. Suresh, Officiating HoI,
Amity School of
Communication. Prof. (Dr.)
Vijay Singh Dahima, Dy. Pro.
Vice-Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh fe-
licitate Manoj Verma online
with a token of memento,
shawl and shreefal and ad-
dress the participants in the
beginning.

Prof. Dahima in his inau-
gural address said ‘the film
industry is dynamic in na-
ture: hence, students of mass
media should be well versed
with the latest technological
changes in film industry. Mr.

Verma took the session for-
ward and spoke on the art
and craft of film making. He
explains casting, research,
script, cinematography,
audio recording, audio edit-
ing, film editing, publicity
and marketing are the crafts
of film making. He further
added the stages of film pro-
duction and the importance
of appropriate artist for a
particular character. The we-
binar was interactive and
Mr. Verma answered all the
questions raised by the par-
ticipants in the Q&A session.
Prof. (Dr.) R.K. Pandey, Vice-
Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh ap-

preciate the initiative and ef-
fort of Amity School of
Communication for organiz-
ing such an insightful webi-
nar on film making. Faculty
members, research scholars,
students from Amity
University and various insti-
tute participated in the webi-
nar. Ms. Anjali Padmakumar
(BA-J&MC Student) coordi-
nated the event and the vote
of thanks was proposed by
Mr. B.N. Panda (Assistant
Professor, ASCO).
Participants appreciated the
initiative of the school for or-
ganizing such a meaningful
session for the benefit of the
students.

SPA Delhi signs MoU with IIM-R
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: A
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed by the School
of Planning and
Architecture, New Delhi
(SPA-New Delhi) with the
Indian Institute of
Management (IIM),
Raipur on July 14, 2022, to
collaborate on research
programs and exchange
scholars, students, aca-
demic information, and
materials with the aim of
enhancing the quality of
research and education.

Under this collabora-
tion, both the institutions
will encourage the devel-
opment of the following
exchange programs based
on their respective aca-
demic, research, and edu-
cational needs: -Exchange
of Faculty and
Researchers; Exchange of
Students (undergradu-
a t e / g r a d u a t e / P h D )
Internships, Training and

Student visits; Exchange
of academic information
and materials
Organization of joint de-
gree programs/ certifica-
tion course Organization
of joint research/ consul-
tancy projects
Organization of joint con-
ferences; Organization of
other academic exchanges
agreeable to both universi-
ties. These programs will
offer an overall develop-
ment to the participants
and groom them to face
the global challenges. In
addition to the exchange
program, annual coopera-
tion programs will also be
planned and presented to

the relevant administra-
tive authorities as well as
annual reports will be pro-
duced by each institution
and sent to the other, to-
gether with any sugges-
tions for improvements.

IIM Raipur strongly be-
lieves in the slogan “Sva-
Karma Niratah Siddhim”
implying each member of
our institute believes that
“through one’s role-ac-
tions, one attains perfec-
tion.” With this belief, the
Institute promotes excel-
lence in academics, cre-
ates a strong industry in-
terface and international
relations.

School of Planning and

Architecture (SPA), New
Delhi is a premier insti-
tute of architecture estab-
lished in the year of 1941.
It is deemed to be a univer-
sity having recognition as
an institute of National
importance. The institute
is ranked among the top
architectural colleges in
India and the one of the
best architectural colleges
in Asia. It offers B.Arch.,
B.Plan at the UG level,
M.Arch., M.Plan., M.Des.,
MBEM at the PG level, and
also doctoral
programs.The school is a
specialized University,
only one of its kinds,
which exclusively pro-
vides training at various
levels, in different aspects
of human habitat and en-
vironment. The school has
taken lead in introducing
academic programmes in
specialized fields both at
Bachelor’s and Master’s
level, some of which are
even today not available
elsewhere in India.

On ‘Advanced
Materials
Characterization
Techniques’

Raipur, Jul 18: Wadhwani
Foundation has awarded
IIIT-Naya Raipur with
‘Start me-Up Award (Silver
Category)’ for the insti-
tute’s humungous partici-
pation in a global entrepre-
neurship competition. The
foundation also felicitated
one of the institutes’ facul-
ty members, Dr. Amit
Agrawal, with the‘Gold
Faculty Award’ for educat-
ing, inspiring, and guiding
many Global Jury-certi-
fied student ventures.

Wadhwani Foundation
is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion with the primary mis-
sion of accelerating eco-
nomic development by
driving job creation
through large-scale entre-
preneurship, small busi-
ness growth, innovation,
and skilling initiatives.

The core objective of the
Wadhwani Foundation is
to inspire students to talk
about entrepreneurship.
The foundation started an
entrepreneurship pro-
gram in 2018 in
Chhattisgarh.

While addressing the
program, Dr. Amit
Agrawal threw light on the
approach of the Wadhwani
Foundation and how it is
helping the students build
an entrepreneurial mind-
set, so that they can be

promising entrepreneurs
in the future. Dr. Agrawal
added that with the foun-
dation’s help, the institute
has been running the basic
and advanced entrepre-
neurship courses, and till
date, almost four batches
have been passed with the
course.

Amit Singh, Regional
Manager, Wadhwani
Foundation, said that the
foundation is very grateful
to work with one of the
best institutes in

Chhattisgarh. He congrat-
ulated Dr. Pradeep Kumar
Sinha, Director, IIIT-NR,on
the award and expressed
his hope that the relation-
ship between the institute
and the foundation would
last long. Mr. Amit added
that Wadhwani
Foundation is working on
two programs, one is to
Activate the entrepreneur-
ship mind among students,
and the other is to Ignite.
The first program is being
run in schools, where stu-
dents are motivated for en-
trepreneurship. In another
program, the students in
higher education insti-
tutes are ignited with dif-
ferent ideas to take entre-
preneurship. He also
added that they are hold-
ing competitions and other
programs that provide op-
portunities for new start-
ups to meet investors and
persuade them to invest in
their ideas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Pradeep Kumar

Sinha, Director, IIIT-NR,
congratulated Dr. Amit
Agrawal on receiving the
award and for driving this
program. He said that in
today’s time, it is essential
to create an entrepreneur-
ial mindset among stu-
dents, and the institute,
from the very first batch, is
trying to prepare its stu-
dents to be job providers,
instead of job seekers. He
also stressedon IIIT-NR’s
three essential
p i l l a r s A c a d e m i c s ,
Research and
Entrepreneurship and
said that the institute is
providing the best facili-
ties to the students, with
focus on strengthening
these pillars.

The program concluded
with handing over of cer-
tificates and mementos by
Mr. Amit Singh, Regional
Manager, Wadhwani
Foundation, to Dr. Pradeep
K u m a r
Sinha,Director,IIIT-NR
and Dr. Amit Agrawal.

IIIT-NR bags awards in Global Entrepreneurship competition 
Organized by
Wadhwani
Foundation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: The living
legend of Bollywood,

Amitabh Bachchan has
shared his views on pride
& patriotism and our na-
tional flag through his lat-
est twit with the title
“Ghar Ghar Tiranga!, Har
Ghar Tiranga!!” (Tricolor
at home! Tricolor at every
home!!). He has credited to
Mr. Naveen Jindal for the
rights to hoist the national
flag every day, symbolizing
patriotism & pride in his
latest blog dedicated to
Tiranga & patriotism.

Amitabh Bachchan re-
members the time when
he held the national flag
at his Allahabad home,
and patriotism and pride

he felt then as a child.
Cheering for having the
Tricolor in each house,
the actor also shared pic-
tures with the flag and
wrote on his blog, when
and why he started hoist-
ing the Indian flag at his
home.

In his blog the
Shahanshah of
Bollywood recalled that
private citizens were not
allowed to hoist the
Indian National Flag, ex-
cept on certain days, until
Member of Parliament
Naveen Jindal moved
court and got the right to
hoist the flag. “He won

the decision in his favor
and immediately I started
flying our National Flag
on our homes, as many
that came for the meets
on Sunday at the gates
would have noticed on
Jalsa. There were, of
course, various restric-
tions – when it should be
raised, when brought
down, size, material and
it was to be made of
‘khadi’ and bought from
one particular store in
Bangalore till 2014 – now
renamed Bengaluru.
Now there is a campaign
for it to be flown from
every home with pride”,

the actor wrote.
Amitabh also remem-

bered the time when
India got independence
in 1947: “Those memories
gently in the mind of the
Independence on August
15, 1947 and a 5 year old,
me holding the flag in our
modest home in
Allahabad, in the veran-
da, filled with pride of pa-
triotism, of identity, of
being mine and ours, of
belonging”

He added, “And since
then each occasion, the
emotion that rides with it
every time it is played…
on of the most, being the

Eden Gardens Stadium
in Kolkata and the Indo-
pak cricket match, being
asked to sing it live for
the start of the game…
and a 100,000 thousand
that filled the arena,
singing along with
me…my pride of being
an Indian!! Jai Hind!! And
that ecstatic evening
when India won the
World Cup
Cricket…Abhishek and I
on top of our car waving
the Tricolor driving
about the streets scream-
ing shouting along with
the hundreds that
thronged the roads.”

I hoisted the tricolor at my house “Jalsa” soon after getting the rights: Amitabh 
Credit to Naveen
Jindal for rights to
hoist the national
flag symbolizing
patriotism and
pride

Amitabh shared
memories related
to the tricolor and
the nation in his
blog

Rajim, Jul 18: On the first
Monday of ‘Sawan month’
there was huge rush of devo-
tees to offer obeisance to
Lord Shiva at ‘Prayag Nagri’
Rajim. The doors of Shri
Kuleshwar Mahadev Temple
were opened at wee hours in
the morning at 4:00 pm on
Monday and it got closed at
9:00 pm in the night after
prayers. During this a total
of around 25000 devotees
sought the blessings from
Shri Kuleshwar Mahadev
Mandir at the confluence of
three rivers in Rajim.
Watchman of Laxman Jhula
had opened the lock of the

bridge in the morning at 4:00
am and closed it at 9:00 pm.

Due to heavy rains in
Rajim on Sunday, the water
level was on the rise inten-
sively and Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Mandir was also
surrounded from all four
sides with around 12 feet of
rainwater around it.

Pujari Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Mandir Gokul
Rajput, Mahendra Rajput,
Bhagwat Maharaj and
Mohan Nath Yogi informed

that the gates of the temple
were opened since 4:00 for
the devotees to offer obei-
sance. Prior to this
‘Shringar’ and ‘Abhsihekh
pujan’ was done by the
Pujaris. The arrival of devo-
tees started in the temple
since morning hours and it
continued till 9:00 in the
night. In addition to this vil-
lagers were found offering
obeisance to Lord Shiva at
Shri Someshwar Nath, Shri
Bhuteshwar Nath, Mama-

Bhancha Mahadev, Baba
Garib Nath, Mahadev
Mandir and other temples of
Lord Shiva inI Rajim area.
The devotees of Lord Shiva
were fully involved in
prayers to Lord Shiva in
large number and were of-
fering ‘Jalabhishekh’ and
other rituals to Lord Shiva
on this auspicious occasion.

Devotees informed that
some of them were walking
for about a month without
any slippers and some were
deep down into meditation.
On Monday all such devo-
tees were present to perform
rituals at Lord Shiva temple
and performed
‘Jalabhishekh’. There are
many temples of Lord Shiva
in ‘Prayag Nagri’ - Rajim
and out of which in the ‘tre-
tayug’ the temple of
Kuleshwar Nath by Goddess
Sita using ‘balu’ is the most
ancient of all.

Devotees in large number 
perform ‘Jalabhishekh’

On first Monday 
of ‘sawan month’

At Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev temple in
Rajim

Raipur, Jul 18: Campus
placement for Pharmacy
students was organized
by Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar University
(SRSU). In which the stu-
dents of SRSU, Raipur
and Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar Institute (SRSI) of
Pharmacy Kumhari par-
ticipated in the campus
placement on Tuesday.
Ashirwad Distributors (a
unit of Ascent Wellness &
Pharma Solutions Pvt
Ltd) have selected 10 stu-
dents for this campus
placement.

Ascent Wellness &
Pharma Solutions Pvt Ltd
is India’s largest conglom-
erate in the field of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Logistics, Distribution
and Supply Chain in
India. The group was es-
tablished in 2012 with a
vision to consolidate and
integrate the pharmaceu-

tical supply chain across
India.

The company’s journey
started in Mumbai and
currently works with
400+ pharmaceutical
companies and 100,000+
drug retailers across
states like Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
NCR, Gujarat, Jaipur,

Davangere, Chhattisgarh,
Orissa, Jharkhand and
many more and caters to
100,00,000+ patients.

Ten students of SRU
Raipur and SRIP
Kumhari Sansthan have
been selected by the com-
pany through interview.

Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
Lok Kalyan Trust’s Vice-

Chairman Dr. J. O.
Upadhyay, Vice-
Chancellor of the
University Harsh
Gautam, Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Dr. S. K Singh and
Registrar in-charge
Manoj Kumar Singh con-
gratulated all the selected
students and wished
them a better tomorrow.

Ten Pharmacy students of SRSI 
got campus selection 



Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 18: Naxalites
have killed a villager in
Sukma district. The crime
has been carried out on
the allegation of a police
informer. According to
the information, villager

Madkam Handa, a resi-
dent of Birabhatti village
of Bhejji police station
area of Konta block, was
killed by Naxalites with a
sharp weapon. After the
incident, panic spread in
the village.

Late Sunday evening

some Naxalites reached
Birabhatti village and
picked up Madkam Handa
from the house and took
him some distance away
from the village, where he
was murdered. The Konta
Area Committee of
Naxalites has claimed re-
sponsibility for the mur-
der. Handwritten pam-
phlets of Naxalites have
also been recovered from
the spot, in which it has
been written that the de-
ceased was murdered
while accusing him of
being a police informer.
Here, as soon as the infor-
mation about the incident
was received, the police
reached the spot and start-
ed the investigation of the
case by taking the dead
body in their possession.

CRS inspects 
doubling line between

Sikir - Titlagarh

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 18:
A.M.Chowdhary, Commi-
ssioner of Railway Safety,
South Eastern Circle in-
spected the doubling and
electrification work of
Sikir to Titlagarh section
and electrified 3rd line
work of Titlagarh-
Kesinga section on  16th &
17th July 2022.

Chowdhary, inspected
safety-related aspects like
Overhead equipments,
Bridges, Manned level
crossings, Signal &
Telecommunication equip-
ments, Railway track etc.

and also conducted a speed
trial. After Doubling &
Electrification  of Sikir to
Titlagarh and electrified
3rd line of Titlagarh to
Kesinga section of the divi-
sion it will further facili-
tate the smooth running of
trains. Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Pradeep Kumar, Chief
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Officer(Con), East Coast
Railway, Amar Prakash
Dwivedi, other senior offi-
cials from East Coast
Railway Headquarters and
from Sambalpur division
were also accompanied
during the inspection.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 18: The
rural tribals of
Burkapal saw unnec-
essarily bitter days,
the innocent villagers
of Burkapal became a
perfect example of
what the powerful

government can do to hide
its mistakes.

On 24 April 2017, 25 sol-
diers were martyred in an
encounter with Naxalites
in Burkapal village. On the
one hand, the Naxalites
had snatched the happiness
of the families of 25 mar-
tyrs, on the other hand the

administration ruined the
happiness of those families
by putting 126 innocents in
jail. Now after 5 years on
14th July 2022, all 126 inno-
cent villagers were de-
clared innocent by the NIA
court. The tribals were
found innocent, but by then
everything has been ex-
hausted and ruined.

Some have lost their par-
ents, some have lost the en-
tire family, some have lost
their wife after going to
jail. On the release of inno-
cent tribals of Burkapal,
former MLA Manish
Kunjam said that this is
the effect of the govern-

ment against the promise.
Thousands of such people
are still in jail, their family
is ruined, family members
have become heavenly.
The present government is
holding meetings only by
forming a committee, but
even 25% of the results
have not been revealed.

For the interests of the
tribals and the betterment
of Bastar division, the
state government should
speed up the activities of
the committee constituted
and step forward for how
the innocent tribal vil-
lagers get relief at the 
earliest.

Jain’s continues intensive public relations campaign 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 18: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Chairman of
Jagdalpur Municipal
Corporation (JMC) Kavita
Sahu and MiC members
took stock of the old
bridge and Goria Bahar
drain on Indravati river.

In the waterlogged area,
the flood disaster manage-
ment was instructed to be
ready to deal with any sit-
uation. Apart from this, by
running an intensive pub-
lic relations campaign in
Veer Savarkar, Bhagat
Singh and Civil Lines
wards, spraying of anti-

larva insecticide for
malaria and dengue in-
cluding seasonal diseases
and distributed mosquito
nets.

MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain said that
on the instructions of the
Chief Minister of our
state, Bhupesh Baghel, the
entire staff of the
Municipal Corporation
along with the public rep-
resentatives are in the
fields. He said that we are
ready to deal with any
emergency. Our sensitive
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is constantly moni-
toring the situation and
giving necessary direc-
tions.

He said that to prevent
seasonal diseases and
malaria and dengue, do
not allow stagnation of
water, drink only boiled
water and eat hot food. It
is necessary to avoid the
use of fried food outside.
He appealed to the gener-
al public to follow the
guidelines given by the

authorities.
Mayor Safira Sahu said

that constant support and
guidance is being received
from our popular and pop-
ular MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain. The pub-
lic representatives and of-
ficers of the Municipal
Corporation along with

the employees are con-
stantly visiting affected
areas of the city to take
stock of the situation.
Apart from this, they are
personallydistributing
mosquito nets and spray-
ing anti-mosquito pesti-
cides.

Speaker JMC Kavita

Sahu said that under the
guidance of MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain, the municipal staff
and workers are ready to
deal with any situation.
Continuous monitoring of
flood affected areas is
being done. For seasonal
diseases including malar-
ia and dengue, anti-mos-
quito drugs are being
sprayed and mosquito nets
are being distributed.

Limestone powder is
being sprinkled at the wa-
terlogged places. To deal
with this flood and season-
al diseases, MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain along with Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal
Speaker Kavita Sahu
along with Commissioner
Dinesh Nag, MiC member
Senior Corporator
Udaynath James, Rajesh
Rai, Vikram Singh Dangi,
Corpoprators Rana
Ghosh, Khem Singh
Devangan and Abhas
Mohanty, and a team of
workers are ready.
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p For the third day
p MLA takes stock of

the waterlogging in
the old bridge of
Indravati river and
gave necessary
instructions

126 innocent people of 22 villages released from jail 
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Eight out of the 126 tribals
recently acquitted by a court
in Dantewada district in the
2017 Burkapal Naxal attack are
still in jail as they are accused
in other cases, police said on
Monday. The Burkapal case is
an example of the "grave injus-
tice" meted out to tribals in
the state's Bastar region, a
human rights activist claimed.

Special Judge for National
Investigation Agency cases
Deepak Kumar Deshlhre had
acquitted the 126 accused on
Friday, observing that the

prosecution failed to establish
their involvement in the of-
fence and links with Naxals.

Inspector General of Police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj P
said following the court's
order, 113 accused -- 110 of
them lodged in Jagdalpur cen-
tral jail and three in Dantewada
district jail were released on
Saturday. The remaining eight
are accused in other cases and
hence they have not been re-
leased, he said.

Further course of action in
the case would be decided

later after examining the
judgement document and
legal prospects, the official
said. As many as 122 members
of tribal communities, includ-
ing a woman, were arrested
later in connection with the at-
tack.

Most of them were arrested
in 2017 while some were held
in 2018 and 2019. They were
booked under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code, Arms
Act, Explosive Substances Act,
Chhattisgarh Special Public
Security Act and Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act.
After 113 tribals walked out

of jail, some of them said their
families were ruined as they
were the only earning mem-
bers. We spent five years in jail
for the crime we did not com-
mit. I got married a few days
before the incident following
which I was arrested. 

I haven't seen my wife since
then," Hemla Aytu, who hails
from Jagargunda village, said.
My uncle Dodi Manglu (42),
who was also arrested in the
same case, died in jail. They

(jail authority) have not given
any document related to him
even after I asked for it, he
claimed.

Manglu was besides the 121
accused in the case. Another
tribal acquitted in the case
said his family sold their farm-
land and bulls in Burkapal vil-
lage for the court hearing ex-
penses. The person said he is
married and does not have
children. 

Human Rights activist Bela
Bhatia, one of the defence
lawyers, claimed the Burkapal

case is an example of the
"grave injustice" meted out to
tribals in Bastar region.

She said these tribals have
finally got justice, but asked
why did they have to spend so
many years in jail for an of-
fence they did not commit?

"Who will compensate
them? Their families have got
ruined and the kin of most of
the arrested tribals did not
even visit the jails in Jagdalpur
and Dantewada to meet them
as they did not have money,"
she said.

8 acquitted still in jail

Naxalites kill villager on 
suspicion of police informer

Third line work of Titlagarh- Kesinga section

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  JJuull  1188::
The newly appointed
office bearers of the
Bamleshwari Temple
Trust, here have de-
manded from the
Chief Minister on its
courtesy call, to
grant approval for
the construction of
the only over bridge
into Y shape, which is located on the Dongargarh - Chichola main road,
from Mandir Marg (Kalkapara Marg).  On this occasion, MLA
Bhuvneshwar Baghel, District Cooperative Bank President Nawaz Khan,
Mandir Trust President Manoj Agarwal, Vice President Duo Anil Gattani
and Sanjay Srivastava, Minister Mahendra Parihar, Co-Minister Bablu
Shandilya, Trustee Gan Prakash Bindal, Sanjeev Gomasta and Ajay
Thakur and activist Yogesh Agarwal Raunak Jain were present.

Trust committee demands
construction of over bridge

Two nabbed with
leopard’s skin

Central Chronicle News

Gariyaband, Jul 18: As
per tip from an informer
that two on a bike are car-
rying leopard's skin and
looking for customers, TI
Churra Thana informed
his higher-ups and was
asked to nab the two red-
handed. The police team
formed reached the site as
per information and
gheraoed them near
Kharkhara dam triangle.
Two on Hero Honda black
Splendor bike were stopped
and tried to run away, but
were stopped.

On asking about their
names they disclosed it as
Piluram Thakur and
Agnuram Thakur from
Gram Rajpur, Churra and
when the police conducted
search of their dickey,
they found one piece of
Leopard's skin inside a

plastic bag and it was
seized by the police. The
total length of this leop-
ard's skin was 77 inches
from the head to the tail,
width of neck area was 10
inches and the middle por-
tion was of 19 inches.

The accused was booked
under section 9, 39 (K), 48,
49 (K) and 51 of Wildlife
Protection Act 1972 and
was taken into arrest and
sent to judicial custody.
The leopard's skin is ex-

pected to cost around Rs 5
lakh in the market and the
cost of Splendor vehicle is
around Rs 10000. In the
above action the police
team was formed under
leadership of TI Churra
thana including Neeluram
Diwan, Suresh Nishad,
head constable Tularam
Sahu, constable Rajendra
Gaikwad, Dekeshwar
Soni, Shiv Dayal Nagesh,
Madho Sahu, Dayanand
Gaur and others.

Near Kharkhara dam triangle

SHRAVAN ABHISHEK

Kanwariyas carry water from the holy Ganga river to perform abhishek of Lord Shiva at Varanasis Kashi

Vishwanath Temple during the auspicious month of Shravan, in Prayagraj, Monday.

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

An artist gives finishing touch to a wall mural depicting Tiger Hill and Indian Army personnel, ahead of Kargil Vijay
Diwas on July 26, in Jammu district, Monday.

Maha Cong to hold padyatra from Aug 9-15
in all district against Centre’s policies

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Maharashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole on
Monday said the party
will undertake a padya-
tra (foot march) in every
district of the state from
August 9 to 15 to reach
out to the masses against
the Central government’s
policies.

Addressing a press
conference, Patole said
the rally in every district
will cover 75 km, with a
message of “save the
Constitution, save the
country”.

Former chief minister
Prithviraj Chavan, who
was also present, de-
manded that the Centre
should come up with a
job guarantee scheme
like the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) for
urban areas.

He further alleged that
the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment had lost its grip
on the country’s econo-
my.

“The rally will high-
light the decisions taken
by the BJP-led Central
government. Be it levy-
ing the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on es-
sential food commodities,
the Agniveer scheme of
the Armed Forces, or the
rising inflation, we will
take these issues before
the people,” Patole said.

Mahatma Gandhi had
given the call of “Bharat
chhodo” (Quit India) on
August 9. Now, the
Congress will give a slo-

gan of “save the
Constitution and save the
country”, and spread this
idea in every taluka and
village, he said.

The party will also un-
dertake “Bharat Jodo”
initiative from October 2,
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, he
said.

Patole further claimed
that in 2014-19, the
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment had taken loans
in large numbers. The
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment tried to stop it,
but it was toppled uncon-
stitutionally.

The party had organ-
ised a two-day conclave
in Shirdi last month and
accordingly tasked sen-
ior leaders to helm issue-
specific panels, he said.

Right-wing groups demand release of
those arrested for committing arson

Kannauj, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Members of right-wing
groups staged a protest here
on Monday against the al-
leged “wrongful” arrest of
some people in connection
with an arson here, officials
said.

On early Saturday morn-
ing, a temple priest found
pieces of meat inside the
temple. Enraged over the in-
cident, a mob set three near-
by meat shops on fire.

The incident took place in
Rasoolabad village located
within the Talgram police
station limits.

On Sunday, the state gov-
ernment removed District
Magistrate (DM) Rajesh
Mishra and Superintendent
of Police (SP) Rajesh

Srivastava. Three other cops
were also suspended, senior
government officials con-
firmed on Monday.

“The station House
Officer (SHO) of Talgram
police station Harishyam
Singh and two Sub
Inspectors (SI) Vinay Kumar
and Ram Prakash were sus-
pended and sent to police
lines for dereliction of duty,”
said Inspector General
(Kanpur range) Prashant
Kumar.

Donning saffron attire,
the members of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang
Dal sat outside the office of
the district magistrate and
chanted ‘Hanuman Chalisa’,
demanding the immediate
release of those ‘wrongfully’
arrested for setting the

shops ablaze.
Police said they have

lodged an FIR against
unidentified persons and
launched a probe. Police
sources said close to a dozen
people have been detained
by the police in connection
with the case.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has appointed
Shubhrant Singh as the new
DM and Kunwar Anupam
Singh as the new SP.
“Adequate police teams have
been deployed in the area.
The situation is currently
under control. All business
places are open and people
are going out for their work.
The matter is being investi-
gated and the culprits will be
arrested soon,” SP Kunwar
Anupam Singh said.

Only elected govt will end miseries 
of J-K people: Apni Party

Jammu, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The Apni Party on
Monday said assembly
elections should be held in
Jammu and Kashmir so
that an elected govern-
ment is formed which will
end the miseries of the
people.

The party hit out at the
BJP and alleged that it
was responsible for divi-
sive politics, growing un-
employment and underde-
velopment in the union
territory.

If we have to subside the
pain of people, we should
not be conditional. We say
please hold elections first,
then give it (restoration of

statehood J-K). You have to
give it back to us. It is our
right,” Apni Party chief
Altaf Bukhari told re-
porters here.

He said people were fac-
ing grave difficulties and
only the elected govern-
ment will end their pain.

Bukhari said his party
represents the aspirations
of both the regions of J-K
and assured that it was
committed for the inclu-
sive development of all
sections of society.

J-K government is work-
ing directly on the direc-
tions of BJP. Yet, the prob-
lems of the general mass-
es remain unsolved.
Instead of working for

public welfare, the bureau-
cracy behaves like they
are the rulers while sitting
in their AC rooms and
avoid addressing public is-
sues. he alleged.

Bukhari said the BJP
befooled the people of
Jammu in the name of dis-
crimination.

Similarly Kashmir-
based traditional political
parties took advantage of
BJP’s divisive politics and
accordingly charged the
situation against Jammu
by raking up issues of dis-
crimination with Kashmir
with an intention to help
BJP in Jammu, he said.

He said the BJP stopped
the Darbar Move practice

which was started by
Dogra Maharaja Gulab
Singh in 1872 and also ab-
rogated special status and
the statehood of J-K by
downgrading it into two
union territories and all
these acts were against the
interests of Jammu.

Bukhari said, Tourists
are nowhere in Jammu
and markets are deserted.
Ultimately, the BJP has
turned Jammu into
Pathankot. Jammu was a
famous destination in the
past for religious tourists.
The economic condition of
businessmen is worse and
there are no future plans
to protect the interests of
Jammu.

CBI questions former Mumbai top cops
in Anil Deshmukh bribery case

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The CBI has questioned
former Mumbai Police com-
missioners Sanjay Pandey
and Param Bir Singh in con-
nection with Rs 100 crore ex-
tortion allegations against
former minister Anil
Deshmukh, officials said on
Monday.

Pandey, who retired on
June 30, is facing two CBI
FIRs — illegal interception
of phones of NSE employ-
ees by iSec Services Private
Ltd, a company founded by
him, and violation of SEBI
guidelines in conducting
NSE’s system audit.

The agency had called
him for questioning in con-
nection with allegations of
corruption against former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Deshmukh, in judicial
custody for allegedly de-
manding Rs 100 crore every
month from bars and restau-
rants in Mumbai, the offi-
cials said. The agency has
booked Deshmukh and
unidentified others under

IPC sections related to crim-
inal conspiracy and section
of Prevention of Corruption
Act for “attempt to obtain
undue advantage for im-
proper and dishonest perfor-
mace of public duty”.

In his letter to former
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, after he was re-
moved from the Mumbai
Police commissioner’s post,
Singh had alleged that
Deshmukh asked Mumbai
cop Sachin Waze to alleged-
ly extort over Rs 100 crore a
month from Mumbai’s bars
and restaurants, the offi-
cials said. Waze who was
also arrested in the case has
been given a pardon by the
court after turning approver
in the case, they said.

“The Preliminary
Enquiry prima facie re-
vealed that a cognizable of-
fence is made out in the mat-
ter, wherein the then Home
minister of Maharashtra,
shri Anil Deshmukh and
unknown others have at-
tempted to obtain undue ad-
vantage for improper and

dishonest performance of
their public duty,” the CBI
FIR has alleged. According
to the CBI manual, a prelim-
inary enquiry is initiated to
assess if there is enough
prima facie material in the
allegations to proceed with a
regular case for a full
fledged probe, officials said.

The CBI enquiry found
that Waze, assistant police
inspector, Mumbai Police,
who was arrested later by
NIA, had been reinstated
into the police force after
being out of police service
for more than 15 years.

Waze was entrusted with
most sensational and impor-
tant cases of Mumbai City
Police and Deshmukh, then
home minister, was in
knowledge of the said fact,
the FIR alleged. The FIR
also alleged that Deshmukh
“and others” exercised
undue influence over the
transfer and posting of offi-
cials, thereby exercising
undue influence over the
performance of official du-
ties by the officials.

Elections for president, VP are fight about
ideology not individual candidates: Gehlot
Jaipur, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Monday said elections for
the president and vice pres-
ident are a fight about ide-
ology and not individual
candidates.

After casting cast his
vote for the presidential
poll here, Gehlot said al-
though it is natural that a
candidate is welcomed in
his home state and people
may have sentiments for
him, the voting, however,
will be based on ideology.

NDA’s vice presidential
candidate West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar is from
Rajasthan who is pitted
against joint opposition
candidate Margaret Alva
who has been the former
governor of the state.

“He (Dhankhar) has be-
come a candidate from
Rajasthan just like
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
once became (the VP candi-
date). “If a candidate is

from the state, there may
be sentiments (for him)
among people here, but the
voting pattern will remain
based on ideology,” he said.

Gehlot said the chair-
man of both the houses of
Parliament from Rajasthan
is a pleasant coincidence.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla is also from
Rajasthan.

The CM said both the
president and the vice pres-
ident elections are not fight
about the candidates, but
the ideology and it should
be taken in that spirit.
“This fight is not about any
candidate, this fight is
about ideology,” he said. He
said the opposition parties
made Yashwant Sinha
their candidate for the
presidential election. If the
NDA government and the
BJP wanted, then an op-
portunity had come in
which they could have in-
volved the opposition and
come up with a unanimous
candidate for president,”
he said.

Cop kills 3 colleagues in
Delhi over offensive 

comments against wife
New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

A policeman deployed at
the Haiderpur water treat-
ment plant here shot dead
his three colleagues on
Monday alleging they
made offensive comments
about his wife, officials
said.

Accused Prabin Rai (32),
who surrendered soon af-
terwards, and the three de-
ceased were Sikkim Police
personnel deployed at the
plant for its security as
part of the Indian Reserve
Battalion (IRBn), the offi-
cials said.

A senior official said
they received a PCR call at
the KNK Marg Police
Station at around 3 pm
about the firing.

“Upon reaching the
spot, it was found that
three persons belonging to
Sikkim Police had been
shot, of which two had
died on the spot and one
was critically wounded
and transferred to BSA

hospital where he was de-
clared brought dead,”
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Rohini) Pranav
Tayal said.

He said the accused sur-
rendered at the Samaypur
Badli police station after
the incident.

In a statement, police
said the three deceased
personnel were:
Commander Pinto
Namgyal Bhutia (batch
2012, same as the accused),
constables Indra Lal
Chhetri and Dhanhang
Subba (both of 2013 batch).

The statement said
while Bhutia and Chhetri
died on the spot, Subba
was declared brought dead
at the hospital.

Special Commissioner
of Police (Law & Order)
Dependra Pathak Rai told
the police during initial in-
vestigation his three col-
leagues caused him men-
tal harassment by saying
“untoward things” about
his wife.

‘Tribals are not Sanatan’

JMM’s newly elected MP Mahua Maji
pitches for ‘Sarna Dharma Code’

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The Centre should ac-
cept the long-pending de-
mand to recognise ‘Sarna’
as the religion of the coun-
try’s tribal people as they
have their own way of
worship and religious
practices, the JMM’s
newly elected Rajya Sabha
MP Mahua Maji said on
Monday.

Speaking to PTI, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
leader, who took oath as
the Member of Parliament
in the Upper House on the
first day of the Monsoon
Session, said she will use
the platform to raise the
voice of the people of her
state and also press the

government for giving
recognition to ‘Sarna
Dharma Code’.

“It’s a long-pending de-
mand of our party. So far,
the government has not
accepted it,” she said,
adding, “ I will become the
voice of ‘dharti putra’ (son
of the soil) and present my
party stand firmly on this
issue.”

Maji said the country’s
tribal people have their
own way of worship and
religious practices, which
is highly different from
Sanatan (Hindu) or any
other religion.

“Every society has its
self-respect and they feel
they should be allowed to
remain the way they are,”

she said.
Tribals worship nature,

she said, and sought to
know, “Why should some-
body else’s religion be im-
posed on them?”

Maji said she will also
work for the empower-
ment of women in the
state and make her best ef-
forts to ensure that inter-
ests of the people of
Jharkhand are protected
when the Parliament takes
up any legislative busi-
ness.

“I will try my best to
meet the expectations with
which my party has sent
me here. I will raise my
voice in securing the inter-
ests of the people of
Jharkhand,” she said.
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Farmer electrocuted
Thane: A 60-year-old
farmer and three of
his buffaloes were
electrocuted when a
live wire fell on them
at a village in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district on Monday, an
official said. The inci-
dent took place at Sai
village in Kalyan talu-
ka of the district
around 10 am, Kalyan
Tehasildar Jairaj
Deshmukh said.
Shantaram Kachru
Bhopi went to his
farm with his cattle,
when a wire from the
overhead line fell on
them, he said. The
victim and three of
his buffaloes died on
the spot, he said,
adding that the body
of the farmer was
sent for post-mortem
and a case of acciden-
tal death has been re-
ported.

Terror hideout
Jammu: Security
forces on Monday bust-
ed a suspected terror
hideout in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ramban dis-
trict and seized ammu-
nition and explosives,
officials said. A joint
search operation by the
Rashtriya Rifles and
the police was
launched in the heights
of the Buzla-Khari belt
in Banihal which led to
the uncovering of the
hideout in Hadwagan-
Sernihal forest, they
said. The forces seized
a fragmentation
grenade, 35 rounds of
AK rifle, seven Pike
rounds, two maga-
zines, seven pistol
rounds, two tiffin
boxes, a kerosene
stove, a radio set, one
UBGL, utensils, 1 kg of
an explosive-like mate-
rial in polythene, 2 kg
of explosive materials
in steel container, a
cassette player, IED
equipment with wire
and a pouch, the offi-
cials said.

Food poisoning 
Pune: Over 40 stu-
dents have taken ill
due to suspected food
poisoning in temple
town Pandharpur in
Maharashtra’s
Solapur district,
some 250 kilometres
from here, a health
official said on
Monday. The stu-
dents, who are pur-
suing ‘warkari’ edu-
cation from the local
mutt and are in the
15-35 age group, com-
plained of nausea,
dysentery and ab-
dominal pain, said
Dr Arvind Giram
from the govern-
ment hospital where
they have been ad-
mitted.

Online initiative
Guwahati: Assam
Governor Jagdish
Mukhi on Monday
stressed the impor-
tance of young people
protecting themselves
in online spaces and
understanding their
rights. He lauded the
efforts of different
agencies, including
UNICEF, for making
the youngsters aware
of the dangers in cy-
berspace and how to
report to the authori-
ties about cyberbully-
ing.

NCP Chief Sharad Pawar
casts his vote for the
election of the President,
at Parliament House in
New Delhi, Monday.
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4 shot dead
Madrid: Four people
were shot and anoth-
er was injured by a
knife at a nightclub in
southern Spain, po-
lice said on Monday.
Two of those shot
were in serious condi-
tion, police said in a
statement. They are
an Irish man and a
woman. The person
who was stabbed is
thought to have fired
the shots and is under
arrest. He is in seri-
ous condition with in-
juries to his chest and
head, police said.
Police didn’t say what
might have triggered
the violence, which
occurred after mid-
night Sunday in
Marbella, a popular
vacation town on
Spain’s Costa del Sol.

Plane crash
Mogadishu: A pas-
senger plane has
crashed in Somalia’s
capital Mogadishu
with the 30 people on
board safely evacuat-
ed. Airport authori-
ties said passengers
and crew have disem-
barked from the
Jubba Airways-oper-
ated plane, which was
arriving on a domes-
tic flight from the in-
land city of Baidoa.
There was no immedi-
ate report of any in-
juries or reasons
given for the cause of
the crash. The plane
crash-landed outside
Mogadishu’s interna-
tional airport and
then caught fire.

African tusks
Port Klang:
Malaysian authorities
said Monday they
seized a container of
African elephant
tusks, pangolin scales
and other animal
skulls and bones esti-
mated to be worth 80
million ringgit ( 18
million).

Helicopter crash 
Las Vegas: Four peo-
ple have been killed
in a crash of a
Bernalillo County
Sheriff ’s Office heli-
copter that was head-
ed back to
Albuquerque after as-
sisting firefighters in
another New Mexico
city, authorities said
on Sunday. Sheriff ’s
officials said three
people from the sher-
iff ’s office and a coun-
ty firefighter were
aboard the helicopter
when it went down
near Las Vegas, New
Mexico, 197 kilome-
ters northeast of
Albuquerque.

Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande
meets Chief of the Army
Staff of Bangladesh
General S.M. Shafiuddin
Ahmed, in Dhaka.

Colombo, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s Acting
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on
Monday declared a state of
emergency giving him
broad powers ahead of the
crucial presidential elec-
tion on Wednesday, a move
dubbed as an “undemoc-
ratic draconian act” by
the opposition leaders
amid growing demands
for his resignation.

Wickremesinghe, who
was sworn-in as acting
president on Friday after
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives and then to
Singapore from where he
resigned in the face of
public revolt against his
government’s mishan-
dling of the country’s
economy, imposed the
emergency as protests de-
manding his resignation
too have continued in
most parts of the country.

The government gazette
dated July 17 imposing a
state of emergency in the
troubled nation was is-
sued on Monday morning.

Wickremesinghe in the
notification said that he
was of the opinion enforc-
ing public emergency was
required in Sri Lanka in
the interests of public se-
curity, the protection of

public order and the main-
tenance of supplies and
services essential to the
life of the community.

The 225-member
Parliament is expected to
elect the new president on
July 20. The seat fell va-

cant after Rajapaksa’s res-
ignation last week.

The president is empow-
ered to impose emergency
regulations in part 2 of
the public security ordi-
nance which says (a) if the
president is of the opinion
that the police are inade-
quate to deal with a situa-
tion he may gazette an
order calling out the
armed forces to maintain
public order .

This means that securi-
ty forces gain the power to
search, arrest, seize and
remove weapons and ex-
plosives, and enter and
search premises or per-
sons.

Opposition leaders
slammed the move to im-
pose an emergency.

Wickremesinghe declares
emergency in Sri Lanka

Trade union representatives and activists shout slogans
during a protest against Sri Lanka‚Äôs acting president
Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday.

Colombo, Jul 18 (PTI) Sri
Lanka’s Acting President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Monday urged the political
parties to put aside their
differences and form an
all-party government
which would allow the
country to recover from
the economic crisis as he
assured the public that
talks with the IMF were

nearing conclusion.
Wickremesinghe made

the appeal in a special
statement in which he said
that when he took over as
the Prime Minister on May
13, the economy had col-
lapsed.

“Acting President
Wickremesinghe called
upon the political parties
in the country to put aside

their differences and not
allow the country to suffer
over differences over an in-
dividual. He urged them to
come together and form an
All-Party Government
which would allow the
country to recover from
the economic crisis,” ac-
cording to the statement is-
sued by his office on his be-
half.

Wickremesinghe urges political parties

to put aside their differences 

Lahore, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Imran Khan has de-
manded fresh general elec-
tions in Pakistan after his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party routed the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League
party in the crucial
Punjab assembly by-polls,
dealing a major blow to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif whose son Hamza
Shehbaz is all set to lose
his post as chief minister.

The election for the
chief minister will be held
on July 22 on the Supreme
Court’s order and PTI-
PMLQ joint candidate
Chaudhary Parvez Elahi
is likely to be the new chief
minister of the politically

crucial province Punjab.
According to unofficial

results so far, the PTI has
won 15 seats while the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) of Sharif
has just four. An independ-
ent candidate also won.

PTI chairman Khan in a
tweet on Sunday thanked
party workers and voters
of Punjab for defeating,
what he called, not just
PML-N candidates, but the
entire state machinery, es-
pecially harassment by po-
lice and a totally biased
Election Commission of
Pakistan.

He also thanked the PTI
allies PML-Q, Majlis-i-
Wahdatul Muslimeen
(MWM) and Sunni Ittehad

Council (SIC). The only
way forward from here is
to hold fair and free elec-
tions under a credible ECP.
Any other path will only
lead to greater political un-
certainty and further eco-
nomic chaos, Khan, who
was ousted as prime min-
ister in April after he lost a
confidence vote in
Parliament, said.

PTI party’s senior
leader Asad Umar said
Khan would announce the
party strategy after a
meeting of the core com-
mittee on Monday.

He said now the PML-N
is left with only one option
and that is “immediately
calling for fresh general
elections.”

Imran demands fresh general elections in Pak
after impressive show in Punjab by-polls

Palaiochori, Jul 18 (AP) 

Experts investigated a
cargo plane crash in
northern Greece on
Sunday, finding no evi-
dence of dangerous sub-
stances but saying there’s
a lot of ordnance that the
plane was carrying spread
around the crash site.

Serbia’s defence minis-
ter confirmed that all
eight crew members died
in the crash.

The An-12 cargo plane
from Serbia was being
flown by a Ukrainian avia-
tion crew before it
smashed into fields be-
tween two Greek villages

late Saturday. The plane
crashed shortly before 11
pm about 40 kilometers
west of Kavala
International Airport.

Minutes before, the pilot
had told air traffic con-
trollers he had a problem
with one engine and he
had to make an emergency
landing, officials said. He
was directed to Kavala
Airport but never made it
there.

The fuselage of the
Soviet-era four-engine tur-
boprop dragged on the
ground for 170 metres be-
fore it disintegrated.

Locals reported seeing a
fireball and hearing explo-

sions for two hours after
the crash. Drone footage
showed that small frag-
ments were all that is left
of the plane.

Serbian Defence
Minister Nebojsa
Stefanovic told a news con-
ference on Sunday that the
plane’s eight crew mem-
bers were dead.

He said the plane was
carrying 11.5 tons of
Serbian-made mortar am-
munition to Bangladesh,
which was the buyer. It
had taken off from the
Serbian city of Nis and
had been due to make a
stopover in Amman,
Jordan.

Experts comb cargo plane crash site in Greece

Dubai, Jul 18 (AP) 

The United States on
Monday said it had not
sought the arrest of the
former lawyer of slain
Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, contradicting
the United Arab Emirates’
official explanation for the
American citizen’s deten-
tion. The UAE on
Saturday sentenced the
civil rights lawyer, U.S. cit-
izen Asim Ghafoor, to
three years in prison fol-
lowed by deportation on
charges of money laun-
dering and tax evasion.
Ghafoor has rejected the
charges and said he had
no idea he had been con-
victed on the charges at
some point in the past, in

absentia. Policemen ar-
rested him from Dubai
airport on Thursday as he
was transiting to Istanbul
for a wedding and took
him to an Abu Dhabi de-
tention center. An Emirati
court rejected Ghafoor’s
request to be released on
bail Monday as he seeks to
appeal his conviction, said
his lawyer, Faisal Gill. The
UAE portrayed Ghafoor’s
arrest as a coordinated
move with the U.S. to com-
bat transnational crimes,”
saying American authori-
ties had requested Emirati
help with an investigation
into Ghafoor’s alleged tax
evasion and suspicious
money transfers in the au-
tocratic country. But the
U.S. disputed that account,

with the State Department
saying it has not sought
the arrest of Mr. Ghafoor
and referring further
questions to the
Department of Justice.
The Department of
Justice did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for
comment.

Ghafoor sits on the
board of Washington-
based human rights
watchdog Democracy for
the Arab World Now and
was a close friend of
Khashoggi, the dissident
writer and Washington
Post columnist dismem-
bered by Saudi agents in
Istanbul in 2018. He repre-
sented Khashoggi as well
as his fianc e, Hatice
Cengiz.

US disputes UAE’s explanation
of Khashoggi lawyer arrest

Paris, Jul 18 (AP) 

France scrambled
more water-bombing
planes and hundreds
more firefighters to com-
bat spreading wildfires
that were being fed
Monday by hot swirling
winds from a searing
heat wave broiling much
of Europe.

With winds changing
direction, authorities in
southwestern France an-
nounced plans to evacu-
ate more towns and move
out 3,500 people at risk of
finding themselves in the
path of the raging

flames. Three additional
water-bombing planes
were joining six others
already making repeated
runs over the flames and
dense clouds of smoke,
the Interior Ministry
said Sunday night.

It said more than 200
reinforcements were also
being added to the 1,500-
strong force of firefight-
ers battling night and
day to contain the blazes
through the Gironde re-
gion’s tinder-dry pine
forests and sending burn-
ing embers into the air,
further spreading the
flames.

Tokyo, Jul 18 (AP) 

Foreign ministers of
South Korea and Japan
held talks in Tokyo on
Monday in what both
sides said was a renewed
effort to improve bilateral
relations.

The countries’ ties have
been strained mostly over
historical issues, such as
Japan’s colonization of
the Korean Peninsula and
Tokyo’s mobilization of
Korean laborers and sex
slaves leading up to and
during World War II.

At the heart of the dis-
pute are South Korean
court rulings in 2018,
which ordered two
Japanese companies,
Nippon Steel and

Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries, to compensate
forced Korean labourers.
The Japanese companies
have refused to comply
with the rulings, and the
former labourers and
their supporters respond-
ed by pushing for the
forced sale of corporate
assets of Nippon Steel
and Mitsubishi.

Since taking office in
March, South Korea’s
new conservative govern-
ment led by President
Yoon Suk Yeol has been
pushing to improve ties
with Japan and bolster a
trilateral security cooper-
ation with Washington
and Tokyo to better deal
with North Korean nu-
clear threats.

France fights spreading
wildfires as heat wave

fries Europe

Bangkok, Jul 18 (AP) 

Cybersecurity re-
searchers reported details
Monday of cases where
Thai activists involved in
the country’s pro-democ-
racy protests had their cell
phones or other devices in-
fected and attacked with
government-sponsored
spyware.

Investigators of the in-
ternet watchdog groups
Citizen Lab, Thailand’s
Internet Law Reform
Dialogue, or iLaw, and
Digital Reach said at least
30 individuals including
activists, scholars and peo-

ple working with civil soci-
ety groups were targeted
by an unnamed govern-
ment entity or entities for
surveillance with Pegasus,
a spyware produced by the
Israeli-based cybersecuri-
ty company NSO Group.

The reports from the
two groups named many
of those targeted, confirm-
ing earlier reports of the
surveillance, which John
Scott-Railton of Citizen
Lab said shows that gov-
ernments are exploiting
their ability to buy tech-
nologies designed to fight
crime and terrorism to spy
on critics and other pri-

vate citizens.
Citizen Lab believes

there is a fundamental
challenge for civil society,”
John Scott-Railton of
Citizen Lab said in an on-
line presentation at a
briefing in Bangkok. The
attacks on the individuals’
devices spanned from
October 2020 to November
2021, a timing highly rele-
vant to specific Thai po-
litical events since they
took place over the peri-
od of time when pro-
democracy protests
erupted across the coun-
try.

But Scott-Railton said

Citizen Lab, which expos-
es digital espionage cam-
paigns and insecure soft-
ware, believed there was
still an active Pegasus op-
erator in Thailand.

Those whose devices
were attacked were either
involved in the protests in
2020-2021, or were publicly
critical of the Thai monar-
chy. Lawyers who defend-

ed the activists also were
under such digital surveil-
lance, the researchers
said.

The Pegasus spyware is
known for zero-click ex-
ploits, which means it can
be installed remotely onto
a target’s phone without
the target having to click
any links or download soft-
ware.

‘Thai pro-democracy activists hit by spyware’

Japan, South Korea foreign
ministers meet to mend ties

Greenwood (US), Jul 18 

(AP) Three people were
fatally shot and two were
injured Sunday evening at
an Indiana mall after a
man with a rifle opened
fire in a food court and an
armed civilian shot and
killed him, police said.

The man entered the
Greenwood Park Mall
with a rifle and several
magazines of ammunition
and began firing in the
food court, Greenwood
Police Department Chief
Jim Ison said. An armed
civilian killed the man,
Ison said at a news confer-
ence. In total, four people
were killed and two were

injured, he said. Officers
went to the mall at about 6
pm for reports of the
shooting. Authorities are
searching the mall for any
other victims, but they be-
lieve the shooting was con-
tained to the food court.
Police have confiscated a
suspicious backpack that
was in a bathroom near
the food court, Ison said.

I n d i a n a p o l i s
Metropolitan Police and
multiple other agencies
are assisting in the investi-
gation. We are sickened by
yet another type of inci-
dent like this in our coun-
try, Indianapolis Assistant
Chief of Police Chris
Bailey said.

3 dead in Indiana mall shooting

Vinnytsia (Ukraine), Jul 18 (AP) 

As Russian troops
pressed their offensive in
Ukraine’s east,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
fired his state security
chief and prosecutor gen-
eral on Sunday, citing
hundreds of criminal
proceedings into treason
and collaboration by peo-
ple within their depart-
ments and other law en-
forcement agencies.

In particular, more
than 60 employees of the
prosecutor’s office and
the SBU (state security
service) have remained
in the occupied territory
and work against our

state, Zelenskyy said.
Such an array of

crimes against the foun-
dations of the state’s na-

tional security, and the
links recorded between

Ukrainian security forces
and Russian special serv-
ices raise very serious
questions about their re-
spective leaders,’’ he said
in his nightly video ad-
dress to the nation.

Zelenskyy dismissed
Ivan Bakanov, a child-
hood friend and former
business partner whom
he had appointed to head
the SBU. Bakanov had
come under growing crit-
icism over security
breaches since the war
began; Politico last
month cited several
unidentified Ukrainian
and Western sources say-
ing Zelenskyy was look-
ing to replace him.

He also dismissed

Prosecutor General Iryna
Venediktova, and re-
placed her with her
deputy Oleksiy
Symonenko. Venediktova
has helped lead war
crime investigations.

Meanwhile, Russian
missiles hit industrial fa-
cilities earlier Sunday at
Mykolaiv, a key ship-
building center in south-
ern Ukraine. Mayor
Oleksandr Senkevych
said the missiles struck
an industrial and infra-
structure facility.
Mykolaiv has faced regu-
lar Russian missile
strikes in recent weeks as
the Russians have sought
to soften Ukrainian 
defenses.

Zelenskyy fires top security chief and prosecutor

Ukrainian soldiers carry the coffin of a soldier, codename Fanat, killed by the Russian
troops in a battle, during his funeral at St Michael cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday.

"The man who does not
value himself, cannot value
anything or anyone." Ayn
Rand (Alice O'Connor) 

T he quote carries the meaning
of self-confidence. Self-confi-

dence is the attitude about the skill
and abilities of a person. One should
know one's strengths and weaknesses
as well and should have a positive
view of oneself. One needs to have re-
alistic goals and expectations, needs
to communicate assertively and han-
dle criticism and any situation. A man
with lack of self-confidence might be
full of doubt and be passive or submis-
sive. He loses self-reliance too. Again,
the level of confidence is variable. A
person may sometimes be very confi-
dent in academics but lack confidence
in other areas like relationships. A
healthy level of confidence can help
one to become more successful in
personal and professional life. It is
found that people with high confi-
dence level can achieve more in the
academic field. Confidence brings
motivation to people and helps in
achieving goals.

Psychologists explain why there is
lack of confidence in some persons. It
may start from the childhood. If some-
one is not being respected then it can
be terribly humiliating and painful too.
It leads to loss of self-confidence and
may affect life negatively. This results
in indifferent attitude towards other
people. Just as bullying among chil-
dren has its impact, likewise adults
can make each other's life miserable
in various ways. In all cultures there is
bullying and attempts to suppress
others. Sometimes this may be due to
different origin, language, colour,
gender or even religion. This type of

behavior has negative consequences
for the self-confidence of a person.
This sometimes can lead to depres-
sion, insecurity, fear of failure, adjust-
ment problem and loneliness too. The
person who treats others as inferior is
not usually aware of the conse-
quences that it may have on others.
Now the social media is also used for
bullying and to put others down, and it
is another factor for loss of self-confi-
dence. The person who indulges in
such activity does not care about the
other person as he does not have to
confront the victim. This can be horri-
fying. The other factor may be the un-
certainty which can arise in various
ways. It often starts in early days, may
be due to the affect of bullying. If
someone has a dominating parent or
proactive parent, then that person too
may become insecure. The result of
this insecurity is that you may think
negatively about yourself.

A confident person bears a few
specific qualities like being open-
minded, being able to celebrate oth-
ers' success, optimistic, willing to take
risks, decisive, being able to admit
his/her mistakes, laugh at
himself/herself and always having a
mind to learn and grow. A confident
person is always a successful one in
all fields. Such persons have an edge
at home, at work, in relationships etc.
The most positive aspect of confident
persons is better performance. They
pursue their work without considering
the drawbacks and ultimately they
perform better. Confident persons
can develop a healthier relationship
and understand others well. They are
more resilience as they believe in
themselves. They have the ability to
bounce back and tackle any chal-
lenges that they face. They are always
open to try new things.

Persons without self-confidence
believe that he/she cannot do the
work or the task offered. It's not their
cup of tea. The think 'I can never do
such work, if I do, I can never finish',
etc. This is a negative mindset and
shows lack of self-confidence. Often
these people are close-minded, pes-
simistic, and afraid of change, hide
flaws, are indecisive, make a variety
of excuses, blame others and even
feel jealous of others' success. Such
people are insecure and lack of self-

confidence. However, if such feelings
prevail in the mind of someone, they
need not worry at all. There are ways
to build up one's self-confidence. The
only thing is that you have to work
from your end and have to try to de-
velop self-esteem. You have to make
the effort for yourself. If you lack con-
fidence in one area and dare not
struggle against it, then you cannot
boost your confidence. But if you start
doing something about it, then you
become more confident and finally
your confidence level is boosted for
other aspects too. Various psychologi-
cal studies and spiritual gurus/work-
ers suggest many things to develop
self-confidence. The most important
one is to stop comparing yourself to
others in matters of looks, perform-
ance, salary, nature of work, status
etc. The social comparison theory ex-
plains that comparison is natural, but
it is not going to help to boost your
confidence level. 

Rather, it may have the opposite ef-
fect. Researchers have found that
when people compared themselves to
others, they usually experienced envy.
It's always compounding in nature as
the more envy they have, the worse
they felt about themselves. To get rid
of this one should think that life is not
a competition and everyone has
his/her own goal. Everyone is unique
and blessed, and each person should
try to locate the point of capability
that can help to focus his/her life.
Secondly, persons who lack confi-
dence should have companions who
are positive-minded. You have to de-
tect the friends who think positively
about you. One the other hand, you
have to consider leaving the friends
who are not helpful or do not have
positive thoughts about you. It is said
that self-confidence and a positive at-
titude go hand-in-hand.

The third way is self-compassion.
You have to consider yourself with
kindness when you make a mistake,
fail in something or have a bad expe-
rience. This helps you to be more flex-
ible emotionally and enhances you to
connect with yourself and others.
Studies show that there is connection
between compassion and self-confi-
dence. So, if a situation arises that
may leave you feeling imperfect or a
failure, it should be considered as

part of the game and human exis-
tence. This is needed to analyze with
compassion and use the experience
for good in future. The fourth way to
build self-confidence is positive self-
talk. Negative self-talk limits the abili-
ty and confidence of a person. If there
is feeling in the back of your mind
that you can't do it, can't handle, too
hard to try etc., the positive self-talk
can help to build up confidence to
overcome self-doubt to face chal-
lenges. When the feelings of 'I can't
handle it' or 'this is impossible' arise,
then think 'I can do it' or 'I have to do
it' etc. If you end up with failure, also
think at least 'I have learned some-
thing and I will try harder next time'.
This will definitely help to build up
strength of confidence with positive
self-talk. Moreover, you have to face
your own challenge, so face it and
conquer it. If you avoid and do not
face anything you will not know the
depth of your capabilities. So you
have to face it and avoid fear as well.
Feeling fearful or anxious about los-
ing is not at all bad, but if you move
forward and try to gain more confi-
dence, so that you are prepared to
take more risks in future. 

A healthy lifestyle also plays a role
in building up self-confidence. A
good, healthy diet, timely and ade-
quate sleep, keeping the body fit,
meditation, positive body language
and maintaining a positive environ-
ment definitely help in taking one's
self-confidence to a higher level.
Developing a good habit, reviewing
past achievements or failures, and
setting targeted goals to improve
self-esteem will definitely help to
build one's self-confidence. Once a
positive image is projected to others,
then it helps in developing self-confi-
dence and others are more likely to
respond well. And this positive feed-
back will help further to believe in
yourself. Self-confidence is vital in
every aspect of our life, though many
people struggle to attain it most of
the time. Unfortunately, it becomes a
vicious cycle and people lacking in
self-confidence are less likely to be
successful in their work. Confident
people always inspire others like their
co-workers, seniors, customers,
friends and their audience too. Thus,
gaining confidence of others is one of
the key ways to succeed in life.
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PM on freebies
While inaugurating the vari-

ous projects in UP the PM also

spoken on culture of freebies

being adopted by many states

which is ultimately harming

the progress of the country.

Recently Panjab govt had de-

clared that everyhousehold

will get there hundred units of

electricity from this month.

Moreover Panjab govt had de-

clared in the manifesto of the

party that every female above

eighteen years will get rupees

one thousand per month and it

has not been still implemented

due to non availability of funds

at present. Before us is the ex-

ample of Sri Lanka whose

economy had been shattered

due to wrong economic policies

including the various schemes

of freebies and at present that

country had no foreign re-

serves. India is a democratic

country and it is the social re-

sponsibility of government to

take care of their citizens and

due to this reason subsidised

wheat and rice is being provid-

ed to the eligible persons. In

this row free gas cylinder,

Ayushman Bharat schemes

and such type of various

schemes had been declared by

the Central government. To

compensate these schemes govt

had now increased the GST and

also to equalise the import Bill

of oil and petrol. Govt had en-

hanced the rate of domestic gas

which is must to balance the

import Bill. Any kind of unpro-

ductive freebies are totally

harmful for the nation and

every state government should

avoid such kind of incentive

schemes. Every state should

take the remedial measures so

that economy of the country do

not deteriorate which is al-

ready under the pressure due

to the Ukraine war as well as

due to the increase of interest

rates in USA.

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar 

Word meanings
The Lok Sabha Speaker has

done a wise thing by saying

that there is no blanket ban on

any word in the House and the

context of usage would deter-

mine whether a particular

word would be expunged from

the records. By themselves

words have no meaning, it is

assigned to them and they are

not impervious to change.

National security and national

pride are the preferred matrix

around which narratives are

woven to create contexts and

install new meanings. When

India endorses declarations at

international forums uphold-

ing media freedom, right to dis-

sent, freedom of expression,

inclusive growth, and suchlike

lofty ideals, it jars with the

real-life situation. ‘When I use

a word,’ Humpty Dumpty said

in an authoritative tone, ‘it

means just what I choose it to

mean — neither more nor less.’

To this Alice said, ‘The ques-

tion is, whether you can make

words mean so many different

things.’ Undoubtedly, our

politicians are capable of per-

forming this feat!

Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he Ukraine war entered its 145th day on July 18 giving no signs of
ending. In the initial days, there were some efforts for active nego-

tiations but since then, it has been converted into an open confrontation be-
tween Russia and Ukraine backed by the USA and NATO. Sanctions against
Russia by the western nations have failed to make any deep adverse impact
on the Russian economy though the high energy prices have wrecked the
western economies. President Biden had a major responsibility in bringing
peace in Ukraine by talking to the Russians, but he took a one sided position
and used the occasion to influence the areas of NATO influence and endors-
ing the positioning of more troops in borders along Russia. The encourage-
ment to some of the non aligned countries of Europe to join NATO was factor
which has angered President Putin. Though the US forces are not directly
participating in war against Russia in Ukraine, the US armed forces are help-
ing the Ukrainians through proxies as the Americans have done in many
other countries. United States Special Operational forces have been involved
in at least 23 secretive proxy wars across the world on a scale far greater
than previously known, new documents indicate. A report published by US
website The Intercept detailed the secretive 127e Pentagon programme
with at least 14 operations across the Middle East and Asia Pacific region as
recently as 2020. In total, US commandos conducted 23 clandestine proxy
wars across the world at a total cost of $310 million between 2017 and 2020,
according to documents obtained via the Freedom of Information Act.
Retired army general Joseph Votel, who headed both Special Operations
Command and Central Command, confirmed the existence of previously un-
revealed 127e “counterterrorism” efforts in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and
Yemen. He told The Intercept that the 127e in Lebanon was codenamed Lion
Hunter. Mr Votel also acknowledged previously unknown 127e programmes
in Syria; Yemen, known as Yukon Hunter; and Egypt, codenamed Enigma
Hunter. In Lebanon, the US entered a partnership with the G2 Strike Force,
or G2SF, an elite special unit of the Lebanese military, the documents show.
A former senior defence official, who requested anonymity to discuss a clas-
sified programme, confirmed that an earlier version of the 127e programme
had also been in place in Iraq. Another secretive US mission was carried out
in Tunisia under the code name Obsidian Tower which allied with local proxy
forces in 2017. The clandestine programme comes from the US Code Section
127e and was previously known to have been in operation across Africa,
using “surrogate teams” in direct action and reconnaissance missions.
Under its auspices the Defence Secretary can spend up to $100 million dur-
ing a fiscal year to support “foreign forces, irregular forces, groups, or indi-
viduals” combating terrorism. The obscure funding authority allows US com-
mandos to conduct so-called counterterrorism operations “by, with and
through” foreign and irregular partners across the world. According to The
Intercept, basic information about these missions — where they are con-
ducted, their frequency and targets, and the foreign forces the US relies on
to carry them out — are unknown even to most members of relevant con-
gressional committees and key State Department personnel. The Pentagon
and Special Operations Command refused to comment on the 127e authori-
ty. “We do not provide information about 127e programmes because they
are classified,” Socom spokesman Ken McGraw said. Critics of the 127e pro-
gramme have warned that the operations could be unlawful and lack the
congressional authorisation for overseas military operations required by the
US Constitution. Mr. Joe Biden was elected President in 2020 elections de-
feating the right wing Republican Donald Trump who was in favour of
regime change policy in the countries which acted against the interests of
the USA. President Biden as a nominee of the Democratic Party was sup-
posed to change that Trump policy in favour of values which the Democratic
Party upholds. The continuing activities of the US armed forces show that
not much has changed since Trump era in terms of foreign policy. 

US forces are involved in 
at least 23 Proxy Wars
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Kanwariyas (Lord Shiva devotees) at the Har Ki Pauri ghat on the first Somwar (Monday) of the holy month of Shravan,
in Haridwar, Monday, July 18.

Self-Confidence: The Pillar of Success

HAR KI PAURI GHAT

PROF (DR) KARUNA HAZARIKA

D rinking green tea may not
only help in reducing your

waistline, but may also prove
beneficial in lowering diabetes,
finds a study. Type 2 diabetes is a
significant global public health
challenge and is projected to af-
fect 693 million people by 2045. It
is associated with adverse health
outcomes including heart attack,
stroke, blindness, kidney failure,
and amputation as well as is one
of the leading risk factors for
premature mortality. The study,
based on a meta-analysis of 27 trials
published in Nutrition and
Metabolism journal, showed that
green tea intake had a favourable effect
on fasting blood glucose concentration.
However, green tea intake did not sig-
nificantly affect fasting blood insulin
or HbA1c - a test that measures the
amount of blood sugar (glucose) at-
tached to haemoglobin.

A team from the Huazhong
University of Science and Technology
in China examined the results of 27
studies that involved 2,194 participants.
The pooled results showed that green
tea significantly lowered fasting blood

glucose. Even as short-term trials
showed green tea supplementation “sig-
nificantly reduced fasting glucose",
long-term trials assessing the effects of
green tea supplementation on glycemic
control are needed, the team said.
Green tea is produced from the fresh
leaves of Camellia sinensis and has
played an important dietary and medic-
inal role throughout history, particular-
ly in Asian countries. It contains a vari-
ety of effective compounds including
antioxidants, vitamins, carbohydrates,
protein, minerals, and flavonoid-like
polyphenols, which may be beneficial
in the prevention of diabetes.

Green tea may significantly help
in lowering diabetes: Study

P olitical signals emanating from Bihar are important for two major rea-
sons – first, these could drastically alter the contours of politics in the

state, and secondly, it could potentially impact the communal politics across
the country. The most recent changes include defection in All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) led by Asaduddin Owaisi. Four out of five of its
MLAs have defected to (Rashtriya Janata Dal) RJD led by Tejaswi Yadav
pushing the latter’s tally in the 243 member Bihar Vidhan Sabha to 80. If we
consider RJD’s position alone, the simple comparison of its present strength
with the 2020 Bihar Vidhan Sabha election result, we find that the party has
been able to increase its tally by five seats while maintaining it being largest
political party in the legislative assembly. Now RJD’s political strength and
clout has clearly improved to a level of 2015 general election in the state. It
means, the RJD has clearly been able to reverse its fall in terms of seats in
the Bihar Vidhan Sabha. As the swelling of a mound suggest proportionate
digging of earth somewhere, the swelling of the number of MLAs in RJD
camp clearly indicates weakening of other political parties in their opposi-
tion. The direct impact is on Owaisi’s panIndia party ambitions. He has been
championing Muslim politics in the country for quite some time and his
party AIMIM had been able to win 5 seats in the 2020 Bihar Vidhan Sabha
election. Defecting four of them is a severe blow to his Muslim politics and
his dreams. The immediate adverse effect of this defection is seen in ground
level Muslim politics in the four districts of Seemanchal regions of Bihar
comprising Kishangaj, Araria, Purnia, and Katihar where AIMIM has contest-
ed 24 seats and won five. This defection is seen as change in the defecting
MLA’s mind in particular and Muslim’s political psyche in general. It is in fact
a realization among them that consolidation of Muslim votes under AIMIM’s
communal Muslim politics has ultimately been strengthening the Hindutva
communal politics of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and harming the real
interest of the Muslim community that has been at receiving end under the
NDA government in the state and the centre. It is not a small setback for the
AIMIM, the Hyderabad-centric outfit having a dream of becoming pan-India
force to reckon with, since it has been delivered to the party only months
after the setback it received during the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion. The changing Muslim’s political psyche was obvious and by and large
the Muslim voters voted for Akhilesh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party (SP). In both
the states, Muslim voters now seem not only on denial mode to play the
communal Muslim politics of Owaisi, but are also denying support to the
non-communal political parties which are in alliance with BJP as Janata Dal
(United) in Bihar, or perceived as a suspect or detrimental to their interest
as Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in Uttar Pradesh. Showing a clear mature vot-
ing preference to parties like SP and RJD having an impeccable track record
of anti-BJP and anti-Hindutva politics, is a step forward in political arena of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, if spread to other parts of the country, it may dras-
tically alter the political fortunes of communal political parties like AIMIM
and the BJP during the 2024 Lok Sabha election. As of Bihar politics, the de-
fection is important for other reasons too. It was only few months back in
March this year, three MLAs of Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) have joined the
BJP taking the party’s strength in Bihar Vidhan Sabha to 77 and gained the tag
of largest political party in the legislative assembly overtaking the RJD’s
strength of 75 at that time.. However, now RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav paid
them with the same coin by getting 4 MLAs from AIMIM, and overtaking the
BJP’s tally and becoming again the largest political party in the Bihar Vidhan
Sabha. With this change, as of June 30, 2022, 243-member Bihar Vidhan
Sabha has 80 members from RJD, 19 from Indian National Congress (INC), 12
from Communist Party of India (MarxistLeninist) Liberation, 4 from
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular) the HAM(S), 2 from Communist Party of
India (Marxist), 2 from Communist Party of India (CPI), 1 from AIMIM, 77
from the BJP, 45 from JD(U), and 1 independent. The JD(U) leader and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s disquiet is therefore understandable. Even in
OBC politics he is not faring well because he has been unable to enlarge his
caste support base chiefly beyond Kurmis. Moreover, his alliance partner BJP,
realizing the limit of communal politics is trying its best to grab more benefit
from the very OBC politics that is mainstay of the JD(U). Additionally, RJD is
the chief beneficiary of the OBC politics, and it seems enlarging its caste sup-
port base beyond Yadavas. Its YM (Yadav-Muslim) equation is again becoming
stronger, and is most likely to put stronger fight both to JD(U) and the BJP in-
dividually, and also NDA jointly if both the party do not part their ways before
the Lok Sabha Election in 2024. Disquieted Nitish Kumar has also been unhap-
py with its alliance partner BJP for quite some time. 

RJD’s expanding base is
worrying Nitish Kumar

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

P eople who frequently eat fruit are
more likely to report greater posi-

tive mental wellbeing and are less likely
to report symptoms of depression than
those who do not, according to research.
On the other hand, people who eat
savoury snacks such as crisps, which
are low in nutrients, are more likely to
report greater levels of anxiety, said re-
searchers from Aston University in the
UK. Published in the British Journal of
Nutrition, the study surveyed 428 adults
from across the UK and looked at the re-
lationship between their consumption
of fruit, vegetables, sweet and savoury
food snacks, and their psychological
health. The results showed that both nu-
trient-rich fruit and nutrient-poor
savoury snacks appeared to be linked to
psychological health. But no direct asso-
ciation was found between eating veg-
etables and psychological health.

“Very little is known about how diet
may affect mental health and wellbeing,
and while we did not directly examine
causality here, our findings could sug-
gest that frequently snacking on nutri-
ent-poor savoury foods may increase
everyday mental lapses, which in turn
reduces psychological health,” said

Nicola-Jayne Tuck lead author and doc-
toral student at the varsity. “Both fruit
and vegetables are rich in antioxidants,
fibre and essential micronutrients
which promote optimal brain function,
but these nutrients can be lost during
cooking. As we are more likely to eat
fruit raw, this could potentially explain
its stronger influence on our psycholog-
ical health,” Tuck said. Based on the
survey, the more often people ate fruit,
the lower they scored for depression
and the higher for mental wellbeing, in-
dependent of the overall quantity of
fruit intake. People who frequently
snacked on nutrient-poor savoury foods
(such as crisps) were more likely to ex-
perience ‘everyday mental lapses’
(known as subjective cognitive failures)
and report lower mental wellbeing.

Can eating fruit more often 
keep depression at bay?
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Endorsement

New Delhi: Underdog
Athletics, the exclu-
sive distributor and li-
censee for Under
Armour in the Indian
market, has partnered
with Olympic gold-
medallist Neeraj
Chopra to endorse the
brand. As part of the
partnership, Chopra
would appear in the
marketing and brand
campaign of Under
Armour in India,
which manufactures
and sells footwear,
sports and casual ap-
parel. Neeraj Chopra
said: “I believe that
the right athletic gear
makes a significant
difference in an ath-
lete’s performance,
and I look forward to
using the brand’s in-
novative products to
further improve my
fitness and perform
better.” Underdog
Athletics Managing
Director Tushar
Goculdas said this
move is an important
part of the company’s
strategy to build sus-
tainable long-term
growth for Under
Armour in India.

Partnership 
conclave 

New Delhi: Key poli-
cymakers from India
and African nations
will brainstorm on
strategies on trade, in-
vestments and knowl-
edge exchange to cre-
ate shared value for
business and industry
between the two na-
tions at a two-day con-
clave scheduled to be
held here from
Tuesday. External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and
Minister of
Commerce & Industry,
Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public
Distribution and
Textiles Piyush Goyal
are also expected to at-
tend the 17th CII
EXIM Bank Conclave
on India-Africa
Growth Partnership.
“The conclave will
focus on project ex-
ports, trade, invest-
ments, exchange of
knowledge and expert-
ise creating shared
value for business and
industry at large be-
tween India and
Africa,” CII said.

Electric 
two-wheeler

New Delhi: Contrary
to popular belief,
adoption of electric
two-wheelers is on an
uptrend in semi-
urban and rural areas
thanks to subsidised
power that helps users
cut the running cost of
a vehicle, according to
Shriram City Union
Finance MD and CEO
YS Chakravarti. Even
as the overall sales of
two-wheelers have not
returned to pre-
COVID levels and that
people are also post-
poning their purchas-
es due to higher run-
ning costs with petrol
becoming costlier, a
lot of demand is com-
ing from rural and
semi-urban areas.

HAPPIEST HEALTH

Executive Chairman of Happiest Minds Technologies Limited Ashok Soota addresses the launch event of the
website of Happiest Health, a global health and wellness knowledge enterprise, in Bengaluru.

New Delhi, Jul 18: 

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday informed the Lok
Sabha that a few states in-
cluding Telangana have
sought a five-year exten-
sion for the compensation
paid to them for revenue
shortfall due to GST imple-
mentation. As per section
18 of the Constitution
(One Hundred and First
Amendment) Act, 2016,
Parliament shall, by law,
on the recommendation of
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council, pro-
vide for compensation to
the states for loss of rev-
enue arising on account of
implementation of the
goods and services tax for
a period of five years.
When a nationwide GST
subsumed 17 central and
state levies from July 1,
2017, it was decided that
states will be compensated
for any loss of revenue
from the new tax for five
years. That timeframe has

ended on June 30 this year.
GST Council, in its 42nd
meeting, has recommend-
ed extending the period of
levy of GST
Compensation cess be-
yond June 2022 to cover
the entire shortfall as well
as servicing the back-to-
back loan released to
states to meet their re-
source gap due to the short
release of compensation,
she said in a written reply
to Lok Sabha. Centre bor-
rowed Rs 1.1 lakh crore in
2020-21 and Rs 1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-to-
back loans to meet part of
the shortfall in cess collec-
tion, she said. In addition,
she said, the government

of India has further re-
leased Rs 86,912 crore to
states/UTs on May 31, 2022
and cleared the entire pro-
visionally admissible GST
compensation due till May,
2022. This decision was
taken to assist the states in
managing their resources
and ensuring that their
programmes especially
the expenditure on capital
is carried out successfully
during the financial year,
she said. This decision has
been taken despite the fact
that only about Rs 25,000
crore was available in the
GST Compensation Fund,
she said, adding, the bal-
ance Rs 62,000 crore was
released by the Centre
from its own resources
pending collection of cess.

As a result of the contin-
ued reforms in GST under-
taken by Centre and states,
on the recommendations
of the GST Council, the fi-
nance minister said, buoy-
ancy in GST revenue has
been achieved in the re-
cent months.

Few states seek extension of GST
compensation for 5 years: FM

New Delhi, Jul 18:  

Investors became richer
by over Rs 4.73 lakh crore
in two days of market
rally amid an overall firm
trend in global equities.

On Monday, the 30-share
BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 760.37 points or
1.41 per cent to settle at
54,521.15. On Friday, the
benchmark had climbed
344.63 points or 0.65 per
cent to 53,760.78. The two-
day rally has added Rs
4,73,814.1 crore to the mar-
ket capitalisation of BSE-
listed firms, which now
stands at Rs 2,55,39,794.75
crore. “Firm global cues
bolstered market senti-
ment as the benchmark
Sensex closed above the
psychological 54,000-mark
on strong all-round buying

support. The recent sell-off
had made some stocks at-
tractive, hence traders
bought IT, metals & tele-
com stocks,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd. Among the
Sensex constituents,
IndusInd Bank, Infosys,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Axis Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and
UltraTech Cement were
the major gainers on

Monday. Dr Reddy’s Lab,
HDFC Bank, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, Nestle,
Hindustan Unilever and
HDFC were the laggards.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said markets
are largely mirroring
their global counterparts,
especially the US while do-
mestic factors like macro-
economic data and earn-
ings cause volatile swings
in between. “Markets
started the week on a
buoyant note and gained
nearly one and a half per
cent, tracking firm global
cues.

After the gap-up start,
the benchmark gradually
inched higher as the day
progressed and finally set-
tled around the day’s
high,” Mishra added.

Equity investors richer by over
Rs 4.73 lakh cr in two days

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1188::    

Retirement fund body EPFO is
likely to approve this month a
proposal to enhance its invest-
ments in equites to up to 20 per
cent of the investible deposits
from the current limit of 15 per
cent. The proposal is expected
to be considered and approved
during the EPFO trustees’ meet-
ing scheduled to be held on July
29 and 30, according to a
source. At present, EPFO can
investment 5 to 15 per cent of
the investible deposits in equity
or equity-related schemes. The
proposal to revise the limit to 20
per cent has been vetted and
approved by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation’s
(EPFO) advisory body Finance
Audit and Investment
Committee (FAIC). The recom-
mendation of FAIC will be
placed before the EPFO apex
decision making body — Central

Board of Trustees (CBT) — for
consideration and approval.
“The Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) headed by Union Labour
Minister is likely to approve the
recommendation of the FAIC for
increasing the investment in
equity and equity related
scheme to 5-20 per cent from
existing 5-15 per cent,” the
source said. In a written reply to
Lok Sabha on Monday, Minister
of State for Labour and
Employment Rameshwar Teli
said, “FIAC, a sub-committee of
CBT, EPF, has recommended for
the proposal to increase invest-
ment in equity and related
investments in category IV of
the Pattern of Investment from
5-15 per cent to 5-20 per cent
for consideration of CBT, EPF.”
EPFO had started investing in
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs)
in August 2015, putting 5 per
cent of its investible deposits in
stock-linked products.

EPFO likely to enhance investment
limit in equities to 20 per cent

New Delhi, Jul 18:

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the RBI has
expressed concerns over
cryptocurrencies saying
that they should be prohib-
ited as they can have desta-
bilising effect on the mon-
etary and fiscal stability.
“In view of the concerns
expressed by the RBI on
the destabilising effect of
cryptocurrencies on the
monetary and fiscal stabil-
ity of a country, the RBI
has recommended for
framing of legislation on
this sector.

The RBI is of the view
that cryptocurrencies
should be prohibited,” she
said in a written reply to
the Lok Sabha. She said
the RBI had registered its
concern over the adverse

effect of cryptocurrencies
on the Indian economy.
The RBI mentioned that
cryptocurrencies are not a
currency because every
modern currency needs to
be issued by the central
bank or the government,
she said.

Further, she said, the
value of fiat currencies is
anchored by monetary pol-
icy and their status as
legal tender, however the
value of cryptocurrencies
rests solely on the specula-
tions and expectations of
high returns that are not
well anchored, so it will
have a destabilising effect
on the monetary and fiscal
stability of a country.
Cryptocurrencies are by
definition borderless and
require international col-
laboration to prevent regu-
latory arbitrage.

RBI wants govt to prohibit
cryptocurrencies: Sitharaman

Mumbai, Jul 18: 

Jaguar Land Rover
India  announced that it
has begun deliveries of
the all-New Range Rover.
The new luxury SUV
maintains its compelling
combination of effortless
performance and peerless
refinement with a compre-
hensive line-up of ad-
vanced six and eight-cylin-
der powertrains.

Itis available with a 3.0 l
petrol engine, delivering
power of 294 kW and
torque of 550 Nm or the 3.0
l diesel engine, delivering
power of 258 kW and
torque of 700 Nm.

Also, a powerful new
petrol engine, 4.4 l Twin
Turbo V8 delivering power
of 390 kW and torque of
750 Nm, is available that
ensures increased refine-
ment and performance.

Rohit Suri, President and
Managing Director,
Jaguar Land Rover India,
said:

“The New Range Rover
is the epitome of exclusivi-
ty andmodern luxury,that
strikes the perfect balance
ofpeerless refinementwith
technological sophistica-
tion. It is truly,the most de-
sirable vehicle meant for
the most discerning of
customers.”

The New Range Rover is
available with five seats in
both Standard (SWB) and
Long Wheelbase (LWB)
body designs and an op-
tion of a third row for ex-
tended comfort for up to
seven adults in the
LWB.Deliveries have com-
menced for the SE, HSE
and Autobiography mod-
els, in addition to the First
Edition model available
throughout the first year
of production.

New Range Rover deliveries begin in India

Mumbai, Jul 18: 

On World Youth Skills
Day, Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium,reaffirms its
commitment to scaling up-
skill development pro-
grams for rural youth,
helping them learn em-
ployable skills and find
livelihood opportunities.
Through various skill de-
velopment initiatives, the
company has, till date,
helped more than 12,000
youth get trained in solar
energy technology, house-
keeping, industrial sewing
machine operations, tai-
loring, food & beverage,
electricals, fitting & weld-
ing, advanced agriculture,
etc. and find lucrative em-
ployment in various in-
dustries. Speaking about

the company’s approach,
Mr. Rahul Sharma, CEO -
Vedanta Aluminium, said,
“Creating sustainable
livelihoods through skill
development is fundamen-
taltoourvision for sustain-
able development in the re-
gions where we operate.

India’s future aspirations
hinge on its young, talent-
ed workforce having the
right skills as the future of
work evolves rapidly. By
creating avenues for the
local youth to get trained
in such skills, Vedanta
Aluminium is helping

them seek gainful employ-
ment both within their
communities and beyond,
therebytransforming the
socio-economic fabric at
grassroots.” Earlier this
year, Vedanta Aluminium
launched a skill develop-
ment program for the com-
munities in the vicinity of
its alumina refinery at
Lanjigarh, in Kalahandi
district of Odisha.

The first batch of 29 stu-
dents who underwent this
program are now em-
ployed in some of India’s
top hospitality sector play-
ers.This is significant,
since Lanjigarh is located
in one of the remotest re-
gions of India, with not
many education and liveli-
hood opportunities for the
youth to chase their aspi-
rations.

Vedanta Aluminium reaffirms 
commitment to empowering rural youth 

Mumbai, Jul 18:

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty spurted over 1 per
cent on Monday following
hectic buying in IT, oil and
gas and banking shares
bolstered by firm global
trends. Rising for a second

straight session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex rallied
760.37 points or 1.41 per
cent to settle at 54,521.15.
During the day, it jumped
795.88 points or 1.48 per
cent to 53,760.78. The
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 229.30 points or

1.43 per cent to 16,278.50 as
41 of its constituents ad-
vanced. Stock markets
opened on a positive note
following gains in Asian
markets. Key indices ex-
tended gains in afternoon
session after buying in IT,
banking, teck and capital
goods stocks. “Gains in
frontline blue-chip stocks
such as Infosys, Tech
Mahindra also helped to
lift the markets,” said
Narendra Solanki, Head
Fundamental Research -
Anand Rathi-Investment
Services. Among Sensex
constituents, IndusInd
Bank rose the most by 4.36
per cent. IT companies
ended their losing run
with Infosys rising by 4.16
per cent, Tech Mahindra
by 3.67 per cent, Wipro by
2.77 per cent and TCS by
2.23 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty climb over 1 pc
amid firm global market trends

Mumbai, Jul 18: For the
first time, the rupee de-
clined to the low level of 80
against the US dollar in
intra-day spot trading on
Monday before ending the
session 16 paise lower at
79.98 (provisional) amid a
surge in crude oil prices
and unrelenting foreign
fund outflows. At the inter-
bank forex market, the
local unit opened at 79.76
against the greenback but
lost ground to touch the
psychological low mark of
80 against the American
currency. The local unit
clawed back some lost
ground and closed at 79.98
(provisional), registering a
fall of 16 paise over its pre-
vious close. On Friday, the
rupee rebounded from the
near-80 levels to close high-
er by 17 paise at 79.82

against the US currency.
According to Sriram

Iyer, Senior Research
Analyst at Reliance
Securities, the Indian
rupee depreciated against
the dollar on Monday after
testing new lows as rising
crude prices and persist-
ent foreign fund outflows
weighed on the currency.

Rupee settles at 79.98
against US dollar

Touches 80-mark for first time in intra-day trade
Mumbai, Jul 18: 

Amazon is all set to host
the biggest Prime Day in
India to help Prime mem-
bers in India‘Discover
Joy’. It kicks off on
Saturday July 23, 2022, at
12:00 AM and runs
through July 24, 2022.

It’s time to sit back,
relax, and enjoy all the
blockbuster entertain-
ment and shop to your
heart’s content because
Amazon will offer its
Prime members the best
deals and savings across
categories.

It is that time of the
year, when members can
grab all they need by
availing thousands of
deals across
Smartphones, Consumer
Electronics, TVs,
Appliances, Amazon

Devices, Fashion &
Beauty, Home & Kitchen,
Furniture, Everyday
Essentials and more.

Prime is enjoyed by
more than 200 million
Prime members in 25
countries including India.
Not a member yet? Join
Prime for INR 1,499/year
or INR 179 for one month
atamazon.in/primeto
enjoy Prime benefits such
as free & fast delivery, un-
limited video, ad-free
music, exclusive deals,
free in-game content on
popular mobile games,
and more.

Additionally, 18-24-year-
old customers can avail
the Youth Offer and get
50% off on their Prime
membership by simply
verifying their age on
Amazon after signing up
for Prime.

Amazon unboxes Prime
Day 2022 deals in India

ACROSS

1. Trade

5. Nothing more than

9. Made a choice

14. Fork point

15. Tehran’s land

16. ____ minister

17. Take turns

19. Uncanny

20. Sound systems

21. Map parts

22. Small bombs

25. Radar’s kin

29. Irritated

30. Poet’s above

33. Location

34. ____ standstill (2 wds.)

35. Ashen

36. Metal bolt

37. Long, long ____

38. Of the smelling organ

39. December 24 and 31

40. Health resort

41. Upper class

42. Wriggly fish

43. Malt brews

45. Desirable quality

46. “Alien Vs. ____”

48. Published

51. Foes

56. Barton or Bow

57. Deep respect

59. Roof overhangs

60. Diva’s solo

61. Yearn

62. Like honey

63. Foot part

64. Norse god

DOWN

1. Amtrak terminals (abbr.)

2. Droop

3. Opening bet

4. Equal

5. Underage person

6. Pencil end

7. Informer

8. Compass point (abbr.)

9. Unwrapped

10. Printing machine

11. Become weary

12. Give forth

13. Bad grades

18. Feel sorry about

21. Suggestion

23. ____ Falls

24. Choir voice

25. Shopping frenzy

26. Cook’s oil

27. ____ orange

28. Top pilots

30. Fertile desert spot

31. Make happy

32. Lease again

35. Companions

37. Mocked

38. Less far

40. Plant’s beginning

43. Chicken part

44. Musician ____ Wonder

46. Blender setting

47. Shaquille ____

48. Frosts

49. Cabbage dish

50. Preserve

52. Vegetarian’s taboo

53. Foot part

54. Repeat

55. Fortuneteller

57. Cheer sound

58. Before, in poems
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Your incredible passion and creativity are tak-

ing center stage, Aquarius. It’s also quite pos-

sible that there’s a great restlessness within

you egging you on to take things to the next

level. Combine your powers of dedication

with your flair for the dramatic to accomplish

whatever it is your heart desires. You have

the power within you to shine especially

bright on a day like today.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may be feeling a bit reserved today,
Pisces, especially when it comes to issues
involving love and romance. Follow your
instincts and know that your hesitation
isn’t unfounded. Sometimes it’s good to
slow down and question the road you’re
on. Just don’t doubt yourself to the point
that you become too frustrated that you
can’t take the next big step forward.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Reclaim control of things that might be
holding you back now, Aries. You may find
that there’s an element of restriction to the
day that’s keeping you from getting where
you want to be. Try the best you can to relax
and stabilize your emotions. Interaction
with people who are older and wiser is like-
ly to shed some important perspective on
things today. Heed advice from those who
have been through similar situations.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Be selective when it comes to expressing

your passion today, Taurus. Remember that

less is more. You don’t have to use a tremen-

dous number of bells and whistles in order to

get your point across. Let your actions be

minimal but meaningful. You can say a great

deal with few words. There’s more to your

glance than meets the eye. The unwary prey

has no chance against your hypnotic stare.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

In general, your spirit is upbeat, freedom lov-

ing, and adventurous, Gemini. Today, however,

you might find that it’s a bit more intense and

possibly somber, especially when it comes to

romantic issues. This approach to matters of

the heart isn’t exactly your normal style, but

you’re apt to find that it’s appropriate for your

situation now. Make sure you have the right

tools for the job at hand.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It’s important for you not to overanalyze every

little detail of your situation now, Cancer,

especially when it comes to love and romance

issues. You could be jumping to ridiculous con-

clusions based purely on circumstantial evi-

dence. Don’t lose sleep over things that you

don’t even know to be true. Release your stran-

glehold on certain issues and concentrate on

simply rebuilding your own self-confidence.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

When it comes to love and romance, you may find

yourself in a bit of a pickle, Leo. There’s a request

for greater commitment now. You may be unsure

about how to respond. You may hesitate to give

up the sense of freedom that you hold so dear.

Recognize the importance of a close connection

with one other person. Give yourself the opportu-

nity to experience this kind of intense relationship

on a more permanent basis.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your romantic, sensitive nature comes alive
today, Virgo, and you may find yourself
searching for the security of a close lover.
You’re apt to be pickier than usual - not just
anyone will do anymore. There is a longing
within you for the company of someone
who shares your deep intuitive understand-
ing of people, emotions, and life in general.
Don’t settle for anything less.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Tension in your romantic life is apt to well up

today, Libra. More than likely, there are cer-

tain responsibilities that you feel you have to

attend to that take you away from your inti-

mate experience with another. Whether or

not you’re currently involved in a romantic

partnership, the day’s energy is likely to stir

up issues regarding love and romance. Try to

find a healthy balance between work and play.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You could be feeling the pressure of time now,

Scorpio. At this point in your life you may be

more aware than ever of your limited time

left on this planet. Perhaps you’re thinking

more about love and romance and how much

they mean to you. Consider the limitations of

each, but don’t dwell on them. The important

thing is to embrace today and make the most

of the time and love you have now.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Situations regarding love and romance are

likely to get much heavier and more intense

now, Sagittarius. Are you ready to make a

deeper commitment to the one you love? It

may be quite hard for you to make a solid

commitment because you could be wary of

the freedom you’ll lose. Now is the time to

face the music and really dedicate yourself to

the people who mean the most to you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The love and romance department should be

going pretty well for you now, Capricorn. This

is the time to probe more deeply into your cur-

rent affair with that person who catches your

eye. There’s a greater sensitivity to your emo-

tions today, and you could find yourself hold-

ing back a bit more than usual. An air of mys-

tery and intrigue will surround you, drawing

others toward you like a moth to a candle.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
oonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn’’ss  mmyytthhoollooggii--

ccaall  nnaarrrraattiivvee,,  YYaasshhoommaattii
MMaaiiyyaaaa  KKee  NNaannddllaallaa,,  wweeaavveess
aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ssttoorryy  ooff  aa  mmootthh--
eerr--ssoonn  bboonndd  ffrroomm  YYaasshhooddaa’’ss
((NNeehhaa  SSaarrggaamm))  ppooiinntt  ooff
vviieeww..  SShhoowwccaassiinngg  tthhee
uunnccoonnddiittiioonnaall  lloovvee  ooff  aa
mmootthheerr,,  vviieewweerrss  tthhiiss  wweeeekk
wwiillll  wwiittnneessss  tthhee  eennttrryy  ooff
wweellll--kknnoowwnn  tthheeaattrree  aarrttiisstt
RRaannvviijjyyaa  RR..  SShhuukkllaa  wwhhoo  wwiillll
bbee  sseeeenn  ppllaayyiinngg  UUttkkaacchh,,  aallssoo
kknnoowwnn  aass  SShhaakkttaa  SSuurr..  WWiitthh
aann  iinntteennttiioonn  ttoo  kkiillll
NNeeeellmmaannii,,  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg
eeppiissooddeess  wwiillll  sseeee  hhooww
UUttkkaacchh  mmaakkeess  eevveerryy  ppoossssii--
bbllee  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ttrryy  aanndd  hhaarrmm
hhiimm..  DDeellvviinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssttoorryy,,
KKaannss  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn  aatttteemmppttss  ttoo
kkiillll  LLoorrdd  KKrriisshhnnaa  wwiitthh
UUttkkaacchh’’ss  hheellpp..  UUttkkaacchh  ttaakkeess
uupp  hhiiss  ‘‘SShhaakkaatt  rroooopp’’  ttoo  ssuucc--
cceeeedd  iinn  hhiiss  mmoottiivvee  ttoo  kkiillll
NNeeeellmmaannii..  HHoowweevveerr,,  aass
UUttkkaacchh  aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoowwaarrddss
hhiimm,,  tthhee  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  ppoowweerrss
tthhaatt  NNeeeellmmaannii  ppoosssseesssseess
ssaavveess  hhiimm..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr
hhaanndd,,  vviieewweerrss  wwiillll  aallssoo  wwiitt--
nneessss  hhooww  YYaasshhooddaa  sseennsseess
ttrroouubbllee  aanndd  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy
rruusshheess  ttoo  ssaaffeegguuaarrdd  hheerr
cchhiilldd..  EEllaatteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  jjooiinneedd
tthhee  sshhooww,,  RRaannvviijjyyaa  RR..  SShhuukkllaa
wwhhoo  wwiillll  bbee  sseeeenn  aass  UUttkkaacchh
sshhaarreess,,  ““TThhee  ssttoorryy  tthhiiss  wweeeekk
wwiillll  ttaakkee  aann  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttuurrnn
aass  KKaannss  wwiillll  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn
aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  kkiillll  LLoorrdd  KKrriisshhnnaa..
TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  bbeesstt  eexxppee--
rriieenncceess  ooff  mmyy  aaccttiinngg  ccaarreeeerr..

II  hhaavvee  pprriimmaarriillyy  ddoonnee  tthhee--
aattrree,,  tthheerreeffoorree  ddooiinngg  tteelleevvii--
ssiioonn  aanndd  eessssaayyiinngg  UUttkkaacchh
wwaass  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffoorr
mmee  aass  aa  ppeerrffoorrmmeerr  aass  ppllaayy--
iinngg  aa  mmyytthhoollooggiiccaall  cchhaarraacctteerr
ddeemmaannddss  ggoooodd  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd
hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk..  II  uunnddeerrwweenntt  vvaarr--
iioouuss  wwoorrkksshhooppss  wwiitthh  tthhee
ddiirreeccttoorr  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee
cchhaarraacctteerr  bbeetttteerr..””    

TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  YYaasshhoommaattii
MMaaiiyyaaaa  KKee  NNaannddllaallaa,,  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  99::0000  PPMM
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Anumol wraps up
shooting for

Tamil web series
‘Ayali’; pens long
‘thank you’ note

M
alayalam actress Anumol, who has com-
pleted shooting for her portions in the

Tamil web series 'Ayali', has penned a heartfelt
post thanking the entire team for the wonderful
time she had while shooting with them. Taking to
Instagram, the actress posted a picture of herself
during her last shot and gushed: "Just after my
last shot taken for 'Ayali' web series. So my por-
tions are over, getting back to Anumol from
Kuruvammal. Heartfelt thanks to everyone." She
then had this to say to her director: "Our director
Muthukumar, Muthu, do write more and make
more films." Sharing the picture, she thanked
"cinematographer Ramji sir" and said: "I am hon-
oured and fortunate to be in your frames and am
sure many will be jealous that I could see your
work closer. Can't thank you enough for the sup-
port you have given." Talking about the cast and
crew, Anumol said: "All my co-actors were amaz-
ingly talented and I have a new family now ...
everyone was so good." She mentioned the execu-
tive producers Kavitha and Veera, and said they
both would be "badly missed", adding: "You both
made me so comfortable and our drives back
from shoots were my favourite part." Anumol
went on to say: "I can't wait to show you our work
and mention the contributions of sound, art,
makeup, hair and costume team. I saw some of
the rushes yesterday and am confidently saying
this again, we have made good content. Am sure
you all will love it." She ended her post with a
shoutout to Kushi, the producer, and said: "We
made it. You have inspired me a lot in all ways --
both professionally and personally. Be the same,
make more good content and give opportunities
to as many as you can."

C
omedy is said to be
the toughest genre,

and very few shows man-
age to tickle viewers’
funny bones consistently.
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, popular for its
‘gharelu comedy’, comic
tragedies of Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi), his ‘Dabangg
Dulhan’ Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak), and his obstinate
mother Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), is one
such show that has been
entertaining the audi-
ences with one-after-the-

other rib-tickling tracks.
The completion of its suc-
cessful 800 episodes testi-
fies to the show’s popular-
ity amongst the audience.
Speaking about the suc-
cess, Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
says, “The successful jour-
ney of the show for over
three years is a big reason
to celebrate, and now 800-
episode milestone is icing
on the cake. The fun mem-
ories we have created for
the audience are a matter
of pride for the entire
team. Wherever we travel,

our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues, which
are the best compliments
for us. I feel extremely
grateful to the audience
for always appreciating
our unparalleled comedy
content, and we wish to
continue amusing all our
viewers with many more
hilarious tracks.” Kamna
Pathak, aka Rajesh Happu
Singh, adds, “Completing
800 episodes showcases
the entire creative and
support team’s hard work
to present one of the
finest comedy shows for

the audience. I believe liv-
ing Rajesh’s life has
brought happiness in not
only my life but also im-
mense joy and entertain-
ment for all the fans.”
Himani Shivpuri, aka
Katori Amma, says, “Such
success gives artists a
sense of accomplishment
and reiterates that we are
on the right path. I feel
happy that our audience
is enjoying the hilarious
tracks put together, and it
motivates us further to
offer more such amusing
tracks.”

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan team 
celebrates 800 episodes completion!

S
amantha Ruth
Prabhu, who had the

audience asking for more
with her smoking hot 'Oo
Antava' number in
'Pushpa: The Rise', is re-
poted to be returning
with another sizzler in
'Yashoda'.

According to sources,
the makers are filming
the song in Hyderabad on
lavishly constructed sets.
The song is billed as
being raunchier than 'Oo
Antava' in which
Samantha spent much of
her time on Allu Arjun's
lap. An official announce-
ment is being made soon.

Unni Mukundan, a
young and brilliant
Malayalam actor, is also
starring in the multilin-
gual 'Yashoda', a sci-fi
thriller being produced
by Krishna Prasadsi
Valenka's Sridevi Movies
banner. Samantha plays
the titular character in
the film.

Rao Ramesh, Murali
Sharma, Varalakshmi
Sarathkumar, Unni
Mukundan, Sampath
Raj, Shatru, Madhurima,
Kalpika Ganesh, Divya
Sripada and Priyanka
Sharma, all play signifi-

cant roles in the film.
Samantha garnered pan-
India acclaim for her out-
standing performance in
Raj and DK's Hindi OTT
series 'The Family Man
2', led by Manoj Bajpayee.
With 'Yashoda', she is
said to be consolidating
her fan base.

After ‘Oo Antava’,
Samantha ready to

sizzle on the big
screen in ‘Yashoda’

‘I underwent multiple
workshops to prepare
for Utkach’s character’

AA ctor Shayank Shukla, who is currently seen in film
"Jaadugar", has spoken about putting on weight and learning

football for the film, which also stars Arushi Sharma, Javed Jaaferi
and Jitendra Kumar. Shayank said: "To begin with, we have to
understand the emotional and physical aspects of the character so
we can connect to its life and accordingly convey the vividness of
that character to our audience. "I started thinking as Hemu, keep-
ing in my mind that his left hand is not capable enough, it took me
around 1-2 months to get completely flexible with Hemu. This
whole process helped me a lot to convey the truthfulness of Hemu
to my audience." About what kind of challenges he faced prepar-
ing for Hemu, he said: "Firstly my director (Sameer Saxena) asked
me to gain 10kg weight in the very first meeting. He wanted me to
gain 10kg more than my existing weight that time because it was
the requirement of the script." He added: "Secondly, I never fol-
lowed football before this and here I had to play a goalkeeper of a
football team! Being a goalkeeper, keeping every minute things of
that game in mind and to completely understand the entire
process was very challenging in itself. On of top of these, we had
to reach the football field every morning at 6 a.m., where we had
to exercise and learn the skills for the game, which was actually
reducing my weight, because of the physical activities involved in
this process." "And after practise session, I was supposed to eat
even double my regular meals. These challenges seasoned me on
every sense, so that I was able to play the character in a very artic-
ulate way. It in fact helped me to hold the mannerism of the char-
acter." The actor has been a part of shows such as "Jabriya Jodi",
web show "Sunflower" and TV show "Chandragupta Maurya".
Describing his rapport with actor Jitendra Kumar, Shayank said:
"Jeetu is such a nice human being which reflects in his art, that's
why I believe he is an amazing actor. He is someone who believes
to maintain friendly relations with his co-actors." "He has that
sense of maturity where his stardom and his real personality never
clashes. During the shoot, whenever we had free time we used to
play cricket, crack jokes and have fun which helped us to build our
relationship on camera very smoothly." "This film is about football,
love and magic. So the character I am playing is named as Hemu,
who is a goal keeper of this team called Adarsh Nagar Sikandar.
"This goal keeper is not like the usual ones... because of his phys-
ical approach, his left hand is weak compared to the right one. He
has his own journey in the film from Zero to Hero, basic yet filled
with magic. Somehow he is close to Meenu (Jeetu) emotionally,
who understands his emotions genuinely."

'Jaadugar' actor
Shayank Shukla 

on gaining weight
for film role
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London, Jul 18 (PTI):

Star England all-
rounder Ben Stokes on
Monday made a sur-
prise announcement to
retire from ODI crick-
et.

The 31-year-old will
play his last ODI
against South Africa at
his home ground in
Durham on Tuesday.

Stokes’ ODI career
will forever be remem-
bered for his Player-of-
the-Match performance
in the 2019 World Cup
final against New
Zealand at Lord’s.

His unbeaten 84
helped to send the
match into a Super
Over as England
claimed their first 50-
over World Cup title in
the most thrilling of
circumstances.

Stokes, who is
England’s Test captain,
has scored 2919 runs in

104 ODIs and taken 74
wickets. “I will play my
last game for England
in ODI cricket on
Tuesday in Durham. I
have decided to retire

from this format.
“This has been an in-

credibly tough decision
to make. I have loved
every minute of play-
ing with my mates for

England. We have had
an incredible journey
on the way,” he said in
an England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
statement.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):

Veteran sports adminis-
trator Narinder Batra re-
signed as President of
International Hockey
Federation (FIH) on
Monday and also gave up
his IOC membership, al-
most two months after a
High Court ruling ended
his reign as IOA
President.

Batra quit his positions,
hours after CBI conducted
multiple raids at his resi-
dence and offices in New
Delhi and Jammu.

According CBI officials,
searches were made in
five locations across the
two cities after filing an
FIR against Batra in an al-
leged corruption case.

In April, the CBI had
initiated a preliminary in-
quiry against Batra for al-
leged misappropriation of
Hockey India funds to the
tune of Rs 35 lakh.

Batra ceased to be
President of the Indian

Olympic Association
(IOA) when the Delhi High
Court, on May 25, struck
down the post of ‘Life
member’ in Hockey India,
courtesy which he had
contested and won the
IOA elections won back in
2017. Batra had appealed
against the ruling but a
larger bench of the High
Court had refused to stay
the earlier order and list-
ed the matter for the next

hearing on July 26. The
sports administrator also
officially resigned as IOA
President.

In three separate hand-
written notes, Batra offi-
cially tendered his resig-
nation from the three posi-
tions. In all the letters, he
cited “personal reasons”
for his decision.

“Due to personal rea-
sons I submit my resigna-
tion from the post of

President FIH,” Batra
wrote to the Executive
Board of FIH.

Batra became president
of FIH in 2016 and re-
claimed the position last
year for a second term till
2024. The FIH Board ac-
cepted the resignation and
said an acting president
will be appointed soon in
Batra’s place.

“As stipulated in the
FIH Statutes (Article 7.4
a), the Executive Board
shall appoint an acting
President to hold office
until the FIH Congress ap-
points a person to fill the
vacancy. Therefore, a
meeting of the EB will be
organised as soon as pos-
sible,” the FIH said in a
statement.

“In accordance with the
same article, the next
Presidential elections will
take place during the up-
coming FIH Congress
which is planned to be
held virtually on 4 and 5
November this year.”

Ben Stokes announces 
retirement from ODI cricket

Manchester, Jul 18 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya, the
bowler, feels he has finally
got his rhythm back and
going forward, the India
star will continue to be
‘smart’ about his job and
bowl at full pace only
when ‘required’.

Not being able to bowl
regularly due to fitness is-
sues had cost Hardik his
place in the Indian team
but he made a roaring
comeback with the IPL.
More recently, he was at
his absolute best with bat
and ball in the white-ball
series in England.

His ability with the bat
was never in doubt but he
has turned heads with his
brilliant bowling perform-
ances against England.

The 28-year-old took ca-
reer-best figures, 4/33 and
4/24, in the T20 and ODI se-
ries. The standout figures

in the 50-over format came
on Sunday when he
bowled at good pace before
making a match winning
contribution with the bat
alongside Rishabh Pant.

Speaking to media post
the third ODI, Hardik said

to be able to bowl regularly
gives him a lot of satisfac-
tion. “So firstly with my
bowling, you know post
IPL. After every series I
take maybe four or five
days to train because that
is refuelling for my fitness

and just to get fresh. I like
to play 100 per cent be-
cause then it gives me the
opportunity to do all the
things which I did today,”
said Hardik. He could not
find the rhythm in the pre-
ceding series in Ireland

but England brought the
best out of him. “After IPL,
I came back to play the
South Africa series. I
bowled one over and I did
not bowl in couple of
games. As a bowler for me,
it’s very important to keep
bowling. So I was not find-
ing the rhythm.

“Even in Ireland when I
played I was not getting
the rhythm which I want-
ed to because I find myself
a control bowler. I don’t
have much skills you
know, get the batter out by
opening him up and nip-
ping the ball inside and all
that, I play with smart-
ness. I try to outsmart the
batter,” he said. Hardik
said the four-wicket burst
in the first T20 gave him
the much-needed confi-
dence. “So for me, it’s very
important to get my con-
sistency, something which
I worked on.

Eugene (US), Jul 18 (AP):

Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce sped her way back
to the top of the sprint
game, winning her fifth
world title at 100 meters by
leading a Jamaican sweep
and knocking off Olympic
champion Elaine
Thompson-Herah.

The 35-year-old Fraser-
Pryce, mother of a 4-year-
old son, Zyon, on Sunday
led all the way and crossed
the line in 10.67 seconds.
She beat Shericka Jackson
by 0.06 seconds while
Thompson-Herah finished
a surprising third in 10.81.

A night that started
with thoughts that
Thompson-Herah might
knock off Florence
Griffith-Joyner’s 34-year-
old world record of 10.49
closed instead with Fraser-

Pryce setting a world-
championships record.
Marion Jones set the old
mark of 10.70 in 1999.

With her blonde and

green-tinted hair waving
in the breeze as she jogged
through her victory lap,
stopping to take pictures
with fans that cheered her

as loudly as anyone
Sunday, Fraser-Pryce was
all smiles a different reac-
tion than last year in
Tokyo, when she finished

second by a sizable 0.13. “I
went back home and I
worked and I worked and I
came out here, and I had
the success,” a beaming
Fraser-Pryce said in her
on-track interview.

She’ll add it to titles she
won in 2009, ‘13, 15 and ‘19.
She also won the Olympics
in 2008 and 2012.

A night after the US
swept the podium in the
men’s 100, Fraser-Pryce
and Co., showed there’s
still plenty of speed down
on the island.

Usain Bolt won three
world titles at 100 meters
over his decade of domi-
nance. Fraser-Pryce now
has five over a span that
dates to 2009 in Berlin, the
worlds at which Bolt set
the men’s 100 record of
9.58 that still stands.
Fraser-Pryce was 22 then.

Dubai, Jul 18 (PTI):

India have consolidated
their third spot in the lat-
est ICC ODI Team
Rankings after the away
series victory over
England. Rishabh Pant’s
maiden ODI century and
Hardik Pandya’s all-round

heroics fired India to an
emphatic five-wicket win
over England in the third
ODI, helping the visitors
seal the series 2-1.

With a rating of 109
points, India are three rat-
ing points clear of
Pakistan (106) in the list.

New Zealand continue

to reign supreme at the top
of the table with 128 rating
points, while England are
second with 121.

However, there may be a
change in the charts in the
coming weeks as sixth-
placed South Africa, cur-
rently only seven rating
points behind Pakistan,
could rise to fourth if they
can sweep their upcoming
three-match series against
England.

India could stretch their
lead even further with a
good show in their three-
match series against West
Indies, starting this week.

Pakistan’s next ODI as-
signment is in Rotterdam
against the Netherlands
next month, with Babar
Azam’s team scheduled to
play three 50-over matches
during a five-day period.

Galle,Jul 18 (AP):

An unbeaten 86 by
Dinesh Chandimal put
Sri Lanka in a command-
ing position in the first
test against Pakistan as it
finished 329 for nine on
day three in Galle on
Monday.

Sri Lanka has a com-
fortable 333-run lead and
should feel happy as no
team has chased that
many to win a test match
at this ground. The high-
est successful run chase
in Galle is 268 for four by
Sri Lanka against New
Zealand in 2019. Former
captain Chandimal, who
was top scorer with 76

runs in the first innings,
was a thorn in Pakistan’s
flesh again stitching vital
partnerships with the
tail. He brought up his
23rd half-century with a
single to covers off
Naseem Shah.

Chandimal closed the
day with five fours and
two sixes from 121 deliv-
eries. Prabath Jayasuriya
was on four. The 32-year-
old Chandimal has been
in good nick having post-
ed a maiden double hun-
dred against Australia
last week as Sri Lanka
went onto record a come
from behind against the
world’s top-ranked team.
Pakistan had an opportu-

nity to dismiss
Chandimal when he was
on 68 but Hasan Ali put
down a return catch.
Pakistan also unsuccess-
fully reviewed a leg-be-
fore shout against him.

The game was evenly
poised when the day
began with Sri Lanka
having a lead of 40 runs
with nine wickets in
hand. Pakistan knocked
off night-watchman
Kasun Rajitha early in
the second over of the
morning but a 91-run
stand for the third wicket
between Kusal Mendis
(76) and Oshada
Fernando (64) steadied
the innings.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1188  ((PPTTII))::

The phenomenal success at
the Tokyo Olympics has ignited
hopes of an in-form Indian
men’s hockey team stopping
the Australian juggernaut at
the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Australia’s dominance at the
CWG is a matter of envy. Since
the game’s introduction in the
quadrennial event 24 years
ago, the world No.1 Australia
has been the most dominant
force, having won all six gold
medals till date.

Going by renewed optimism
and belief among the Indian
players, it appears the men’s
team has a great opportunity
to end Australia’s gold rush at
the event.

The Indian team, which won
a historic Olympic bronze after
a hiatus of 41 years last year,
has improved by leaps and
bounds under Australian

Graham Reid. India’s best
result came in 2010 at home
(New Delhi) and in Glasgow
(2014) when it finished runner-
up. The team finished fourth
twice — in 1998 in Kuala
Lumpur, where the sport made
its debut and in 2018 in Gold

Coast. In earlier editions, fit-
ness was one area which was a
cause of concern but the cur-
rent Indian team is considered
one of the fittest sides in world
hockey. The improved fitness
has translated into results.
After claiming a historic bronze

in Tokyo, Indian men finished
third in this season’s FIH Pro
League behind Belgium and
Netherlands. And if the players
play to their potential, there is
no reason why the Indians
can’t bring home their maiden
gold from Birmingham.

Port-Of-Spain,Jul 18 (PTI):
Former captain Jason
Holder has returned to a
13-member West Indies
squad for the upcoming
three-match ODI series
against India, beginning
here on July 22.

The seasoned all-round-
er was not part for the pre-
ceding home T20 series
against Bangladesh, but
the Cricket West Indies se-
lection panel decided to re-
call him for the assign-
ments against India.

Nicholas Pooran will
continue to lead the side
after his impressive outing
in the series against
Bangladesh. While the
West Indies were swept
aside 0-3 by Bangladesh,
Pooran scored a 39-ball 74
in the third T20.

Shai Hope will be
Pooran’s deputy.

“As we all know Jason is
one of the leading all-
round cricketers in the
world and we’re happy to
have him back in the
team,” chief selector
Desmond Haynes was
quoted as saying by
Cricket West Indies in a
statement.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):
Olympic champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra ex-
pects to breach the coveted
90m mark this year but
doesn’t want to think
about “distance” going
into the World Athletics
Championships, currently
underway in Eugene,
USA. Chopra had set a
new national record of
89.94m, just 6cm shy of the
90m mark, the gold stan-
dard in the world of
javelin throw, at the presti-
gious Diamond League in
Stockholm last month en
route to a silver medal.

The 24-year-old finished
second behind Grenada’s
Anderson Peters, who
recorded a best throw of
90.31m. “I was 6cm short of
the 90m mark, I was pretty

close. I hope to cross 90m
this year. But I never think
or focus on distance going
into a competition. I just
try to give my 100 per
cent,” Chopra said in a vir-
tual interaction from
Eugene after he was
named as a partner by
Underdog Athletics to rep-
resent its Under Armour
brand. A strong field
awaits Chopra in the
World Championships,
where he will be seen in
action, starting with the
qualifiers on July 21.

Besides, Chopra, Peters,
Olympic silver medallist
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic, Finland’s Oliver
Helander and the German
duo of Julian Weber and
Johannes Vetter will be in
action.

Batra resigns as FIH president,
gives up IOC membership

Hardik the bowler says he bowls at his quickest only when requiredIndia consolidate third
spot in ICC ODI Rankings

Fraser-Pryce leads Jamaican sweep in 100 meters

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, of Jamaica, center, reacts after winning Gold in the final in
the womens 100-meter run with Elaine Thompson-Herah, of Jamaica, and Shericka
Jackson, of Jamaica, at the World Athletics Championships.

Chandimal helps Sri Lanka
take command against Pak

Hockey at CWG: India aim to end Australia’s dominanceDistance not on Neeraj
Chopra’s mind ahead of
World Championships

Jason Holder recalled 
for ODIs against India

‘At least 24 states/UTs pre-publish draft rules on 4 codes’
New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Labour reforms are pro-
gressing as at least 24
states have pre-published
draft rules for four labour
codes on wages, social se-
curity, industrial relations
and occupation safety,
Parliament was informed
on Monday.

As many as 31
states/UTs have pre-pub-
lished the draft rules
under the Code on Wages,
26 states/UTs under
Industrial Relations Code,
25 states/UTs under Code
on Social Security, and 24
states/UTs under
Occupational Safety
Health & Working
Conditions (OSH) Code,
Minister of State for
Labour and Employment
Rameshwar Teli said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha.

'Labour' as a subject is
in the Concurrent List of
the Constitution of India
and under the Codes, the
power to make rules has
been entrusted to the cen-
tral government as well as
state governments.

As a step towards imple-
mentation of the four
Labour Codes, the central
government has pre-pub-
lished the draft rules,
inviting comments of all
stakeholders, he stated.

Union Minister for
Labour and Employment
Bhupender Yadav earlier
this month said almost all
states have prepared draft
rules on the four labour
codes and the new rules
will be implemented at an
appropriate time.

In 2019 and 2020, 29 cen-
tral labour laws were
amalgamated, ratio-
nalised and simplified into

four labour codes, viz, the
Code on Wages, 2019; the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020; the Code on Social
Security, 2020; and the
Occupational Safety,
Health & Working
Conditions Code, 2020.

The ministry intends to
implement all four labour
codes by the Centre and
states in one go for a seam-
less transit to the new
legal framework in the
country.

The new laws are in
tune with the changing
labour market trends and
at the same time accom-
modate the minimum
wage requirement and
welfare needs of the unor-
ganised sector workers, in-
cluding the self-employed
and migrant workers,
within the framework of
legislation.

The central government

notified four labour codes -
- the Code on Wages, 2019,
on August 8, 2019; the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020, the Code on Social
Security, 2020, and the
Occupational Safety,
Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 on
September 29, 2020.

However, the Centre and
states are required to noti-
fy rules under the four
codes to enforce these laws
in their respective juris-
dictions.

Under the Codes, the
power to make rules has
been entrusted to the cen-
tral government, state gov-
ernment and appropriate
government and there is a
requirement for publica-
tion of rules in their offi-
cial gazette for a period of
30 or 45 days for public
consultation.

As per the written reply

to the Lok Sabha, the draft
rules are pre-published by
31 states and union terri-
tories on the Code on
Wages.

These states are
Andhara Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur,
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Tripura,
Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, UTs of Andaman
& Nicobar Islands,
Chandigarh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, NCT of
Delhi and Puducherry.
Similarly, 26 states have
pre-published draft rules
on The Industrial
Relations Code, 2020.

No shortage of NCERT
textbooks: MoE

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

There is no shortage of
NCERT textbooks and
over four crore textbooks
have already been dis-
tributed across the coun-
try for the 2022-23 aca-
demic session, the Lok
Sabha was informed on
Monday. The information
was shared by Union
Minister of State for
Education Annapurna
Devi in response to a
written question.

"The National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT)
has informed that there
is no reported shortage of
textbooks in the country.

"They have informed
that 4.25 crore textbooks
for the academic Session
2022-23 have already been
distributed through 950
empanelled vendors all
over the nation," the min-
ister said.

"Besides, NCERT text-
books are also distrib-
uted through its sales
counters located at
NCERT Headquarter, its
Regional Institutes of
Education (RIEs) at
Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Mysuru
and Shillong and its re-

gional centers at
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Kolkata and Guwahati.

"Online orders for pro-
curement of NCERT text-
books can also be placed
through NCERT web por-
tal," she said.

The minister said the
online ordered textbooks
are supplied at the
doorstep of the customer
with the help of Indian
Postal Services.

"All the NCERT text-
books are also made
available for free down-
load in PDF form
through its digital plat-
forms such as E-
Pathshala, E-Pub, etc to
facilitate the students
across the country," she
added.

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI):

Ailing Bharatiya
Janata Party MLA
from Maharashtra's
Pune city Mukta
Tilak travelled to
Mumbai to take part

in the Presidential poll on
Monday and arrived at the
election venue on a wheel-
chair to cast her vote. Two
MLAs of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) -
Anil Deshmukh and
Nawab Malik - could not
vote because they are in jail
under various charges, in-
cluding money laundering.

Tilak, a first-time MLA,
has been unwell for a long
time. However, despite her
poor health, she travelled
from Pune, around 200km
from here, and then arrived
at the Central Hall in

Vidhan Bhavan in south
Mumbai on a wheelchair to
cast her vote in the
Presidential poll. Last
month, too, the 56-year-old
MLA from the Kasba Peth
constituency in Pune city
had travelled to Mumbai to

first vote in the Rajya
Sabha polls and then the
state Legislative Council
elections. Her fellow legis-
lator from Pimpri-
Chinchwad township in
Pune district Laxman
Jagtap, however, could not

make it this time. "He is un-
dergoing treatment related
to pancreas and could not
miss his dose (of medi-
cines). Given the serious-
ness of his ailment, he
chose not to travel to
Mumbai," said a Pune-
based BJP leader. Like
Tilak, despite being ill,
Jagtap had managed to
vote during the biennial
Rajya Sabha and the
Legislative Council elec-
tions held on June 10 and
June 20, respectively.
Mahendra Dalvi, a Shiv
Sena MLA from Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde's
camp, was not allowed to
cast his vote by the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
said a Vidhan Bhavan offi-
cial. The MLA from
Alibaug in Raigad district
was recently convicted in

an old case and although he
was granted bail, a com-
plaint was filed against
him with the ECI, he said.

"With legal documents
available with the ECI,
Dalvi was denied permis-
sion to vote in the election.
Hence, he could not vote
today," said the official.
There are 288 seats in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly of which one is
vacant after the death of
Shiv Sena MLA Ramesh
Latke a few months ago.
Elected members of the
Assembly and Parliament
vote in the Presidential
poll. The BJP-led NDA's
nominee Droupadi Murmu
and former Union Minister
Yashwant Sinha, the joint
opposition candidate, are
vying for the top constitu-
tional post.

Lucknow, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
accused his uncle Shivpal
Yadav of working on the
BJP's "directions" to target
Yashwant Sinha, saying the
opposition's Presidential
candidate had in the past
called SP patron Mulayam
Singh Yadav an " ISI agent".
The Presidential election,
which was held on
Monday, came as the latest
flashpoint in the running
feud between the two SP
leaders.

While Akhilesh is root-
ing for Yashwant Sinha,
Shivpal, who has been
elected an MLA on SP tick-
et, has publicly announced
his support for NDA nomi-
nee Droupadi Murmu.
Speaking to reporters at
the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan
Bhavan, Akhilesh said,

"There was an 'ishara' (di-
rection) from Delhi (by the
BJP) after which a deputy
chief minister tweeted an
old newspaper article high-
lighting Sinha's 'ISI agent'
comment on Mulayam and
then it was circulated (by
Shivpal Yadav)". Hitting
back at his uncle, the SP
chief reminded him about
the language used by the
saffron party for "Netaji"
(Mulayam Singh Yadav)
and the SP. "Chacha

(Shivpal Yadav) should
know the language of the
BJP during the recent UP
polls. The language of the
BJP has always been bad
towards Netaji and the
Samajwadis," Akhilesh
said. Shivpal, who had
turned up in the assembly
for the poll, told reporters,
"A 'pakka' (staunch)
Samajwadi and a diehard
follower of Netaji will
never tolerate anyone
terming him an ISI agent

and will never vote for
that person.

"He (a supporter) will
never support the allega-
tions made against Netaji.
Yashwant Sinha had made
allegations against Netaji
when he was the defence
minister and Pakistan was
trying to attack India. At
that point of time, Netaji
had said if war broke out, it
would not be fought on
India's soil but on the
enemy's soil."

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, its senior
leader and former
Maharashtra minister
Ramdas Kadam resigned
on Monday claiming he
was consistently "insult-
ed" while Thackeray al-
ways remained busy when
he was the chief minister.

Kadam wrote a letter to
Thackeray, who heads
Shiv Sena, tendering his
resignation as "Shiv Sena
leader". In his letter,
Kadam expressed his an-
guish over the 2019 post-
poll alliance between Shiv
Sena, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), and
Congress, which he said

was a betrayal of the
thoughts of Sena founder
the late Bal Thackeray.

Kadam, who hails from
the Ratnagiri district, be-
came a Member of the
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) for the first time in
1990 and went on to win
three more terms. He was
appointed as Shiv Sena
leader in 2005. He also
served as the Leader of the
Opposition in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly from 2005 to
2009. He became an MLC
for the first time in 2010
and again in 2015.

Kadam had served as the
state environment minis-
ter in the Devendra
Fadnavis-led Bharatiya
Janata Party-Sena govern-

ment in 2014-19. Kadam has
been sulking as he was not
given any ministerial post
when the Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
remained in power (from
November 2019 to June
2022). He was also denied
another term as a member
of the state Legislative
Council last year.

Last month, Shiv Sena
MLA Eknath Shinde re-
belled against the party
along with 39 legislators.
Ramdas Kadam's son
Yogesh Kadam, the MLA
from Dapoli in Ratnagiri
district, had also joined the
Shinde camp. Shinde was
on June 30 sworn in as the
chief minister and BJP's
Devendra Fadnavis had
taken the oath as his

deputy.
"My MLA son Yogesh

and I were consistently in-
sulted and you were al-
ways busy after becoming
the chief minister. I was
appointed as Shiv Sena
leader by the late
Balasaheb Thackeray.
However, I realised that
there is no meaning to the
post after his death,"
Ramdas Kadam stated in
his letter to Thackeray.

"When you were form-
ing a government with the
NCP and Congress, I re-
quested you with folded
hands not to do so. (As) the
late Balasaheb Thackeray
always fought against
Congress, it would be the
betrayal with his
thoughts."
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An IAF chopper being loaded with relief material for rescue and relief operations in the flood-ravaged Kothagudem district. 

RESCUE WORK Akhilesh, Shivpal spar over Oppn Sinha’s
old ‘ISI agent’ remark on Mulayam

Monsoon clouds over in the sky above the Vidhanasoudha building in Bengaluru, Monday.

ABOUT TO RAIN

Former minister Ramdas
resigns as Shiv Sena leader

SETBACK TO UDDHAV

Ailing BJP MLA arrives on wheelchair to vote
Two jailed NCP lawmakers skip poll
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde arrives to cast
his vote for the election of the President, at Maharashtra
Assembly in Mumbai, Monday.



Bengal Guv
KKoollkkaattaa:: La Ganesan on
Monday evening took
oath as the new governor
of West Bengal following
the resignation of
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who
has been nominated by
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) as its vice
presidential candidate.
Ganesan, who is also the
governor of Manipur, has
been given the additional
charge of West Bengal.

Booked 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Bhupinder
Singh Honey, nephew of
former Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, has been booked
in an illegal mining case,
said a senior Punjab Police
official on Monday. Police
registered an FIR against
Honey and Kudratdeep
Singh alias Lovie for
allegedly carrying out ille-
gal mining in the area of
Malikpur mining site in
2017 in Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar.

Busted
JJaammmmuu::  Security forces
on Monday busted a sus-
pected terror hideout in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ramban district and
seized ammunition and
explosives, officials said.
A joint search operation
by the Rashtriya Rifles
and the police was
launched in the heights of
the Buzla-Khari belt in
Banihal which led to the
uncovering of the hideout
in Hadwagan-Sernihal
forest, they said.

Suicide
JJaaiippuurr::  A young couple
allegedly ended their lives
by jumping in front of a
moving train on Monday
morning, police said. The
incident took place in the
Siwana police station
area of Rajasthan’s
Barmer district. Police
sub-inspector Jaikishan
said that Swaroop Singh
(16) and Radhakumari
(23) allegedly killed them-
selves by jumping in front
of a passenger train on
Monday morning near the
Mokalsar railway bridge.

Trapped
Jammu: Two people, who
were trapped in a flash-
flood in Betar river in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Poonch district, were res-
cued by the Army on
Monday, officials said.
The two persons, who
were crossing river, were
trapped in a flash-flood
and took refuge on a big
rock in the middle of
water body, they said.

PRAYERS TO LORD SHIVA

Devotees offer prayers at Baba Baidyanath Dham on the first Monday of Sawan
month, in Deoghar district, Monday. 
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Manipur Governor La.
Ganesan with WB CM

Mamata Banerjee during his
swearing-in ceremony, after

he was given additional
charge of West Bengal 

governor, in Kolkata, Monday. 
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New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Voting for the presiden-
tial poll ended on Monday
with the 98.90 per cent of
the electors permitted to
vote in the parliament
house exercising their
franchise, Returning
Officer PC Mody said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
cast their votes at the par-
liament house.

Voting also took place in
state assemblies across the
country.

Going by the stand
taken by various parties,
NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu is set to win the
poll against joint
Opposition nominee
Yashwant Sinha.

Briefing reporters after
the voting, Returning
Officer Mody said out of
736 electors comprising
727 MPs and nine MLAs
permitted by the Election

Commission to vote at the
Parliament house, 728 (719
MPs and nine MLAs) cast
their votes. Earlier, the of-
ficer had said that six MPs
did not cast their vote, but

the figure was revised to
eight after recompilation
of the data. MPs and
MLAs across the country
voted on Monday to elect
India’s 15th president,

choosing between opposi-
tion pick Yashwant Sinha
and NDA nominee
Droupadi Murmu who is
favoured to win the battle
to the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

With the BJP’s domi-
nance and support from
regional parties such as
the BJD, BSP, Shiromani
Akali Dal, Shiv Sena and
now JMM, Murmu’s vote

share is likely to reach
nearly two-thirds and she
is set to become the first
tribal leader and second
woman to occupy the top
constitutional post.

While MPs filed into
Parliament’s Room No 63
that had been converted
into a polling station to
cast their vote, MLAs
headed to state assemblies.

Nearly 4,800 elected MPs
and MLAs are entitled to
vote in the election, but
nominated MPs and
MLAs, and Members of
Legislative Council are
not.

As polling gathered pace
for a race in which the end
result is seemingly clear,
Sinha appealed to parlia-
mentarians and legisla-

tors to listen to their
“inner voice” and support
him.

“I have repeatedly said
this election is very impor-
tant as it will decide the di-
rection as to whether
democracy will remain in
India or will slowly end.
The indications that we
are getting is that we are
moving towards its end,”
Sinha told reporters.

There is no party whip.
This is a secret ballot. I ap-
peal to all MPs and MLAs
to use their discretion and
elect me to save democra-
cy,” the 84-year-old added.

The veteran politician,
who visited 13 state capi-
tals during his campaign,
said he is not just fighting
a political battle.

“Government agencies
have become very active,
they are causing split in
political parties, they are
compelling people to vote
in a particular way and
there is also a game of
money involved,” he al-
leged.

Lahore, Jul 18:

When 92-year old Indian
citizen Reena Varma visits
her childhood home in
Pakistan this week, for the
first time in 75 years, she
will be the only one of her
family to make it back
home since they left short-
ly before partition divided
the two nations.

“My dream came true,”
she said, adding her sister
had died without ever
being able to fulfil her
wish to return to the home
in the city of Rawalpindi
they left when Varma was
15 years old.

The family of five sib-
lings fled to Pune shortly
before partition in August

1947. Although Varma was
able to travel once to the
eastern Pakistani city of
Lahore as a young woman,
she has never been back to
Rawalpindi. Her parents
and siblings have since
died. Crossing into
Pakistan by road last week
after decades of attempts
to get a visa, she felt a

wave of emotion.
“When I crossed the

Pakistan-India Border and
saw the signs for Pakistan
and India, I got sentimen-
tal,” she said, speaking
during a stop in Lahore.
“Now, I cannot predict
how I will react when I
reach Rawalpindi and see
my ancestral home in the

street.” Varma’s family
was among the millions of
people whose lives were
disrupted in 1947, when de-
parting British Indian
colonial administrators
ordered the creation of
two countries - one mostly
Muslim and one majority
Hindu.

A mass migration fol-
lowed, marred by violence
and bloodshed, as about 15
million Muslims, Hindus
and Sikhs, fearing dis-
crimination, swapped
countries in a political up-
heaval that cost more than
a million lives.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since
1947, and relations remain
tense.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

A 31-year-old man from
Kannur in Kerala tested
positive for monkeypox on
Monday, making it the sec-
ond confirmed case of the
disease in India, a Union
health ministry official
said. The patient had land-
ed at the Mangalore air-
port in coastal Karnataka
from Dubai on July 13. He
was admitted to a hospital
after he exhibited symp-
toms of the disease. His
samples were sent to the
National Institute of
Virology, Pune, and they
tested positive for the
virus, the official said.

The Union health min-
istry had last week rushed
a high-level multi-discipli-
nary team to Kerala to as-

sist the state health au-
thorities in instituting
public health measures
after the first confirmed
case of monkeypox was
detected from Kollam dis-
trict on Thursday.

“In view of the report of
confirmation of a case of
monkeypox disease from
Kollam district in Kerala,
the health ministry has de-
cided to depute a multi-dis-
ciplinary central team to
support the state govern-
ment of Kerala in investi-
gating the outbreak and
institute requisite public
health measures,” an offi-
cial memorandum by the
health ministry last week

read. The team shall work
closely with the state
health departments and
take stock of the on-
ground situation and rec-
ommend necessary public
health interventions, the
officials had said.

“The Government of
India is taking proactive
steps by monitoring the
situation carefully and co-
ordinating with states in
case of any such possibili-
ty of outbreak,” the health
ministry had earlier said.

According to the World
Health Organisation, mon-
keypox is a viral zoonosis
(a virus transmitted to hu-
mans from animals), with
symptoms similar to those
seen in the past in small-
pox patients, although it is
clinically less severe.

Bhopal/Mumbai, Jul 18
(PTI): At least 13 passen-
gers were killed after their
bus heading towards
Maharashtra fell into the
Narmada river  in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district on Monday, offi-
cials said.

The deceased included
four women and a child,
they said. Madhya
Pradesh Home Minister
Narottam Mishra said 15
people were rescued.

The bus, belonging to
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC),
was believed to be carry-
ing 30 to 32 people, anoth-
er official said.
Maharashtra Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde
expressed grief over the
loss of lives in the acci-
dent and directed the
MSRTC to take immediate
action to pay Rs 10 lakh to
the relatives of each of the
deceased passengers.

The MSRTC later an-
nounced a compensation
of Rs 10 lakh to the rela-
tives of each of the de-
ceased and to bear the en-
tire cost of treatment cost
of the injured persons.

According to MSRTC of-
ficials, the bus left from
MP’s Indore city around
7.30 am and was heading
to Amalner in
Maharashtra’s Jalgaon
district, located about 260
km from Dhar.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

The Monsoon session of
Parliament got off to a
stormy start on Monday
leading to adjournment of
the two Houses without
transacting much busi-
ness following an opposi-
tion uproar over issues
ranging from price rise to
the Agnipath scheme.

The uproar broke out
even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged MPs
before the start of the par-
liamentary proceedings to
make the session as pro-
ductive as possible and
called for debate, criticism
and analysis for positive
contribution to policies
and decisions. In a lighter
vein, he remarked that in

Delhi rains have begun,
but the heat outside is not
reducing and wondered
whether the heat will
come down inside

Parliament. Presiding
over his last session as
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, M Venkaiah Naidu
also urged MPs to be “dif-

ferent and better” than
they were in the last five
years when 57 per cent of
House sittings were partly
or fully disrupted.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Monday directed that no
precipitative steps be
taken against Alt News co-
founder Mohd Zubair in
connection with five FIRs
lodged against him in
Uttar Pradesh for alleged-
ly outraging religious feel-
ings. The apex court ob-
served that it seems to be a
“vicious cycle” where the
moment Zubair gets bail
in one case, there is anoth-
er FIR against him.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S
Bopanna said it would
hear on July 20 the plea
filed by Zubair, who is
seeking quashing of these

FIRs. “In the meantime,
we direct that no precipita-
tive steps shall be taken
against the petitioner
(Zubair) in connection
with any of the five FIRs,
which have been extracted
above (in the order), with-
out the leave of this
court,” the bench said
while issuing notice on his
plea. The bench noted that
Zubair was granted inter-
im bail, which was last
week extended till further
orders, by the apex court
in connection with a case
lodged against him in the
Sitapur district of Uttar
Pradesh for allegedly out-
raging religious senti-
ments.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1188  ((PPTTII))::  The
Railways on Monday announced
its week-long plans to celebrate
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ from
July 18-23 covering 27 trains and
75 railway stations across 24
states linked to the Indian free-
dom struggle.

‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ is a
government’s initiative to cele-
brate and commemorate 75
years of Indian independence.
“The Railways is planning a
week-long celebration, which
will be called “Azadi ki Rail
Gadi” at these stations, while
the trains will be decorated as
they undertake their usual jour-
neys. “While the stations will be
called “Swatantrata stations”,
the trains will be called “spot-
light trains,” said Chairman and

CEO Railway Board VK Tripathi.
“As part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, the event ‘Azadi Ki
Rail Gadi aur Stations’ will be
held during this week called as
‘Iconic Week’ under the overall
spirit of ‘Jan Bhagidari and Jan
Andolan which will showcase
the convergence of values and
glories of the freedom struggle
of the past with the aspirations
and dreams of a young, new and
iconic India,” he said. This week
will culminate with the mile-
stone function on July 23,” said
Tripathi. Public announcement
systems at railway stations will
play patriotic songs throughout
these days, he said. Most of the
trains identified are linked to
Mahatma Gandhi — the Ahimsa
Express which runs between

Ahmedabad and Pune, Ashram
Express (Ahmadabad Delhi),
August Kranti Tejas Express
(Mumbai Central Hazrat
Nizamuddin), Hutatma Express
(Pune Solapur), Lokshakti
Express (Bandra Terminus
Ahmadabad) and Navjeevan
Express (Ahmadabad Chennai
Central).

Other trains include Navyug
Express (Mangalore Central
Jammu Tawi), Sabarmati
Express (Ahmadabad Varanasi
and Ahmadabad Darbhanga),
Sarvodaya (Ahmadabad Jammu
Tawi), Sewagram Express
(Mumbai C.S.T. Nagpur), Shanti
Express (Gandhinagar Capital
Indore) and Swaraj Express
(Bandra Terminus Jammu Tawi),
officials said.

YASHWANT SINHA VS DROUPADI MURMU

MPs and MLAs vote for 15th Prez
Voting concludes in Parl, turnout 99%

Prime Minister Narendra Modi casts his vote for the
election of the President, at Parliament House in New
Delhi, Monday.

10 states, one UT
record 100% voting
The Election Commission
Monday said over 99 per
cent of the total 4,796 elec-
tors cast their votes in presi-
dential poll, while 10 states
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry recorded a
turnout of 100 per cent. A
100 per cent voting by MLAs
was reported from
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry, the state-
ment reads.

Cong MLAs cross-vote

in favour of Murmu
Congress MLA Mohammed
Moquim created a flutter in
political circles on Monday by
announcing that he has voted
in favour of NDA presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu as
she happened to be a “daugh-
ter of Odisha”. Immediately
after exercising his franchise
in the Assembly, the legislator
from Cuttack-Barabati assem-
bly segment said he went by
his “conscience call”. “I am an
Odia; I voted in favour of
Droupadi Murmu as she is a
daughter of Odisha”. 

Voted according to my

conscience: Bishnoi
Haryana Congress MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who cross-
voted in last month’s Rajya
Sabha polls, on Monday said
he has voted according to
his conscience in the presi-
dential election too.
Indicating that he had sup-
ported NDA candidate
Droupadi Murmu rather
than the opposition’s
Yashwant Sinha, Bishnoi
said in Delhi, “Like in Rajya
Sabha, I have cast my vote
in this election too as per
my conscience”.

Parl Monsoon session gets off to stormy start

Speaking to reporters, Modi
said Parliament functions and
takes best decisions with
everyone’s ‘prayaas’ (efforts)
and urged parliamentarians
to make full use of this ses-
sion in national interest. “We
always consider the House an
efficient medium of dialogue,
a pilgrimage place. Where
there is dialogue with an open
mind, there are fierce debates
if needed, there is also criti-
cism and by very good analy-
sis of things a very positive

contribution can be made to
policies and decisions,” the
prime minister added. He
urged all MPs to undertake
deep thinking and discussion,
and make the House as pro-
ductive and fruitful as possi-
ble. “For that everyone’s con-
tribution is needed.
Democracy functions with
everyone’s ‘prayaas’ (efforts),
House functions with every-
one’s ‘prayaas’, House takes
the best decisions with every-
one’s ‘prayaas’. 

‘Make session as productive as possible’

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi addresses media on the

first day of the Monsoon

Session of Parliament, in

New Delhi, Monday.

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’

Railways to launch week-long 
celebrations covering 27 trains, 75 stations

Zubair’s bail case,
‘vicious cycle’ : SC

13 killed as Maha-bound
bus falls into Narmada river 

India reports 2nd confirmed case of monkeypox

 Man travelled from
Dubai

DREAM COME TRUE

Trying since 1965, Indian woman, 92, gets visa to visit home in Pak

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Body
weight of the malnour-
ished children is meas-
ured every month at
Anganwadis to check the
growth of children. Now, a
photograph will also be
taken on the spot while
measuring the weight. All
photographs will be com-
piled by supervisors. In
these, CDPOs will select
random photographs and
keep an eye on the growth
of children in
Anganwadis. DPOs will
also do the same. Collector
Pushpendra Meena gave
these instructions to the
officers of Women and
Child Development
Department during a
meeting held on Monday.

The Collector said that
he himself would see the
samples of selected

Anganwadis and conduct
visits to inspect the nutri-
tional status of the chil-
dren. He will also meet the
parents if needed. The
Collector discussed in de-
tail about the action plan
for nutrition. District
Programme Officer Vipin
Jain and other officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

Severely malnourished
children will be identified
whose weight has not in-
creased in the last six
months. The Collector said
that the goal is to ensure
that every child overcomes
malnutrition. For this, the
administration has to
make a special strategy for
each child. There are 2 to 3
such children in every
Anganwadi.

The workers must keep
an eye on these children
regularly and provide

them food according to the
diet plan. The parents
must be informed about
the precautions. If the
child has not gained
weight in the last six
months, he should under-
go comprehensive medical
examination so that their
causes can be identified
and treated.

Collector said that it is
very important for chil-
dren to have food at home
on time. Prepare a diet
plan for this purpose. The
diet plan should be such
that the family members
do not face any problem.
For example, vegetables
can be used for iron con-
tent. There are many types
of nutritious elements in
Chhattisgarhi Thali. It is
just necessary to be aware
of using them in the pre-
scribed quantity at the
right time.

Collector said that field
activity is most important
to overcome malnutrition.
Enhanced communication
with the parents can help
in eradicating malnutri-
tion. If the workers man-
age to conduct visits at
least three days in a week,
the nutritional level of the
child can be maintained.
With the regular visit of
the worker, the family
members also understand
the seriousness of the mat-
ter.

Officials informed that
Morenga Bars are provid-
ed to children between six
months to 12 months and
children between 37 and 54
months. It is tasty and
very nutritious for chil-
dren. The Collector appre-
ciated this initiative.
Along with this, he in-
structed them to give ba-
nanas along with hot food
to the children.

The number of severely
malnourished children
has come down by 4 per-
cent after the launch of
the Chief Minister's
Nutrition Campaign.
According to the weight
festival in the year 2019,
the percentage of severely
malnourished children
was 15.71 which decreased
to 12.60 percent in the year
2021. This year it has come
down even more.

BSF apprehends attempt
to murder accused

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Border
Security Force deployed
in naxal infested areas of
Kanker is also assisting
the District Police in
crime control and main-
taining law and order.
Acting on a tip off, the
BSF troops of 167th
Battalion conducted a
joint operation with team
of Badgaon Police Station
and managed to trap an
absconding accused of at-
tempt to murder.

The accused Dhanuram
Potai of village Mandhle
had tried to kill one
Rakesh Potai on March 31,
2022. The joint team of
BSF and District Police
managed to arrest the ab-
sconding accused from
village Mendhra. IG
Indraj Singh (BSF,
Frontier Headquarters,
Special Operations, Durg)

and DIG Tejendra Pal
Singh Siddhu (BSF,
Regional Headquarters,
Bhanupratappur) appreci-
ated and greeted the team

involved in this operation.
They reassured the locals
that BSF is committed to
protect them from every
threat.

Five feared dead as car falls into river
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: Five
unidentified persons are
feared dead after a car
plunged into the flooded
Shivnath River in Durg on
the intervening night of
Monday. The car was trav-
elling from Rajnandgaon
towards Durg. While enter-
ing the limits of Durg city,
the car took the route of
the old bridge of River
Shivnath instead of the
new one.

As the river was flooded
and water had reached the
danger level of the old
bridge, police had closed
the road with barricades.
But the passengers of the
car removed the barri-
cades and tried to travel
across the old bridge. The
car plunged into the river
from this bridge. NDRF
and SDRF launched rescue
operations but were un-
able to find the vehicle or
passengers till filing of

this report.
The labourers of the

nearby brocks kiln wit-
nessed the entire incident.
According to them, a speed-
ing car approached the old
bridge from Anjora. As the
bridge was closed with bar-
ricades, two men came out
of the car and removed the
barricades. The car then
moved ahead and after cov-
ering a few yards, the vehi-
cle fell down into the river.

It is being suspected that
the passengers of the car
were in an inebriated state
and the driver lost control
over the vehicle in the mid-
dle of the bridge. On infor-
mation, Police team
reached the spot within a
few minutes but were un-
able to conduct rescue oper-
ations due to rains and
heavy flow of water in the
river. The NDRF and SDRF
launched rescue and

search operations on
Monday morning. About
five boats and four dozen
men of NDRF and SDRF
were pressed into search
operations.

The divers faced a lot of
difficulty in searching the
vehicle amidst heavy water
flow. Even after 14 hours of
search operations, they
were unable to find the ve-
hicle or the passengers.
There was no information

about the vehicle as well as
the identity of the passen-
gers who are feared dead in
this mishap. Durg Police
has contacted its counter-
parts in other districts and
states to gather informa-
tion about missing persons
who were likely to travel to
Durg on Sunday night.
Heavy police force was de-
ployed near the Old and the
New Bridge of River
Sheonath.
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Photographs of kids to be taken while
measuring their body weight

Collector instructs to pay special attention on severely malnourished children

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: A state
level convention of
Chhattisgarh State Class
III Government
Employees Association
and Chhattisgarh Rural
Agriculture Extension
Officers Association was
held in Durg on Monday.
The convention passed a
resolution to stage a four-
day strike from July 25 to
July 29.

Arun Vora, Chairman-
CG State Warehousing
Corporation and MLA
Durg attended the conven-
tion as Chief Guest while
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
was present as special
guest. Chief Patron PR
Yadav, Vijay Jha, MP
Aade, Ajay Tiwari, State
President of Employees
Officers Federation
Kamal Verma and
Provincial Secretary
Rajesh Chatterjee were
present on the dais at the
convention held at Khalsa

Public School in Durg..
GR Chandra was elect-

ed as the new state presi-
dent of Chhattisgarh
State Class III
Government Employees
Association. He will as-
sume charge on 01 August
2022. Vijay Lahere was
elected as the State
President of the Rural
Agricultural Extension
Officers Association.
Addressing the confer-
ence, PR Yadav said that
from July 25 to July 29,
2022, the employees of the
state would go on strike.

He exhorted that the
employees of the state
would struggle to any ex-
tent for a 34% dearness al-
lowance and house rent
allowance in the seventh
pay scale from the due
date like that provided to
the central government
employees. In the confer-
ence, thousands of dele-
gates from 32 districts
were asked to participate
fearlessly in the strike.

Vijay Jha said that the
members of the Class III
Government Employees
Association have always
struggled hard. They have
played an important role
in the movements of the
employees union of the
state. Ajay Tiwari, State
President, urged all the
members to struggle with
unity under the banner of
Chhattisgarh State
Employees Officers
Federation.

MP Aade said that the
government will try to
suppress the struggle but
we have to fight for our
rights with self-confi-
dence. Kamal Verma,
Provincial Convener,
Employees Officers
Federation said that it is
the religion of the
Federation to protect the
fundamental rights of the
employees.

MLA Arun Vora said
that 34% dearness al-
lowance and house rent al-
lowance on the seventh

pay scale will be resolved
after discussing the issues
with the Chief Minister.
He added that the govern-
ment will take care of the
employees. He announced
grants for construction of
a new building for the as-
sociation. Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal said that whatev-
er commitment is made for
the employees and their
families, they will fulfill it.

Baba Chauhan, Vijay
Lahere, Manish Tiwari,
GP Upadhyay,
Harshvardhan Srivastava,
Anoop Sahu, Pratibha
Srivastava, Uttara
Ambade, Monica Suktel,
Gaurishankar Rawana,
Naveen Gupta, Kunwar
Singh Rajput, Yugal
Kishore Mandavi and
Rajesh Chatterjee made re-
markable contributions in
making the convention a
grand success. Outgoing
Provincial President Vijay
Jha and MP Aade were ho-
noured with Sangh Seva
Samman.

Class III Govt Employees Association
announces four-day strike

Utensil Banks to be
opened in 12 wards of city

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: With the
objectives to ensure com-
plete ban on use of single
use plastic and banned
plastics, the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has provided assistance to
the women self help
groups for opening Utensil
Banks in 12 wards of the
city. Five such banks are
already operational in the
city. On Monday, Mayor
Neeraj Pal distributed
cheques of monetary as-
sistance to the women of
Self Help Groups to in-
crease their business.

Among the women of
Self Help Group who re-
ceived the cheques are
Manya Self Help Group,
Shastri Nagar (Rs 125000),
Siya Self Help Group
Nehru Nagar (Rs 100000),
Aastha Self Help Group
Camp 1 (Rs 100000),
Yashoda Self Help Group
Ambedkar Nagar (Rs
190000), Sana Self Help
Group Power House (Rs
210000), Jai Maa Self Help
Group Contractor Colony
(Rs 380000) and Anees
Raza Self Help Group
Khursipar (Rs 150000)
under bank linkage loan.

Loans are given to
women of active group
under Recurring Nidhi
bank linkage. This type of

loan is provided to women
groups after repaying the
loan given to start busi-
ness. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation gave utensils
to the women for the es-
tablishment of the Utensil
Bank. Utensils, embroi-
dery, mug, plate, thali,
spoon, glass, bowl, hearth,
ganji, chair, mattress,
sheet, rug, jar etc are also
available with many
women's groups for rent.
Now the work of renting
out these materials will
also be started. The in-
come generated will make
women more empowered.

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has started a
new initiative towards
making the city a plastic
free city. The utensil bank
set will be used for various
programs as replacement
for restricted plastics.
Nodal Officer Preeti Singh
and Assistant Project
Officer of National Urban
Livelihood Mission

Phanindra Bose said that
efforts will be made to rent
utensils at a rate lower
than the market rate. The
corporation will fix its
value. It is often seen that
polythene, disposable,
plastic, thermocol etc are
used in various programs,
celebrations, events.

Due to the ban on single
use plastic and as a step to-
wards making a banned
plastic free city, the
Corporation has provided
Utensils to SHGs. The
work of renting utensils
will be done by the
women. Along with the es-
tablishment of the Utensil
Bank, its rent fixation will
also be done. Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Mayor in
Council members
Sandeep Nirankari,
Meera Banjare, Neha
Sahu, Malti Thakur and
Rita Singh Gera and oth-
ers were present in the
programme.

Yuva Shakti Sangathan appeals 
Collector to relocate liquor shop

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 18: A delega-
tion of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan submitted a
memorandum to the
District Collector seeking
relocation of the Country
Liquor and English Wine
shops from Gada Square,
Supela. The delegation
led by Madan Sen includ-
ing Paras Janghel,
Councilor Mahesh
Verma, Sharda Gupta,
President of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan appraised the
Collector about the prob-
lems being faced by the
common people due to the
presence of liquor shop
on the main road.
Collector Pushpendra
Meena assured the dele-
gation that he will soon
conduct a visit to the area
and take stock of the situ-
ation.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the Yuva
Shakti Sangathan has
been continuously
protesting against the
liquor shop since 2019.
They have submitted
memorandums before
competent authorities
seeking relocation of the
liquor shops, but no ini-
tiative has been taken so

far on the part of the ad-
ministration. The organi-
sation had conducted a
signature campaign also
which was signed by 4000
people. Local people had
voluntarily come forward
to protest against the
liquor shop and. Yuva
Shakti Sangathan had
earlier also given a memo-
randum to the Collector
demanding removal of
liquor shops, but the ad-
ministration has not
taken any initiative so far.
Yuva Shakti Sangathan
has demanded that both
the Country Liquor Shop
and the English Liquor
Shop should be removed

and relocated at some
other place. The residents
of Supela, who reside in
the vicinity, said that they
and the local traders have
complained many times
but their plea remained
unheard. They said that
the road connecting
Supela Chowk to Gada
Chowk is one of the
busiest roads of the city.
This road is used by thou-
sands of people who re-
side or work in Kohka,
Smriti Nagar, Shanti
Nagar, Vaishali Nagar,
and other adjoining
areas. Apart from this,
students of many colleges
and patients visiting the

hospitals also use this
road. Due to the presence
of boozers and alcoholics,
an unpleasant situation
gets created on this road
and the chances of acci-
dents also increase due to
the presence of intoxicat-
ed riders on this road.
Drunkards throw the
liquor bottles and dispos-
als on the road. Women
and children feel embar-
rassed to commute on
this road.

Yuva Shakti Sangathan
stated that if the adminis-
tration does not remove
the liquor shop soon, the
locals will launch an ex-
tensive movement.

They have already ap-
praised the Chief
Minister, Divisional
Commissioner, Inspector
General of Police,
Superintendent of Police,
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Municipal Corporation,
Bhilai, Excise
Department, Durg and
the public representa-
tives. They have earlier
taken out a torch rally
and had also staged
demonstrations.

Paras Janghel, Sharda
Gupta, BJP Councilor
Mahesh Verma, Amol
Sahu, Naveen Singh,
Former Councilor
Krishna Tandon, Former
Councilor Shobu Ram
Sahu, Junaid Khan,
Pinku Tiwari, Sunil
Kumar Sharma, Vijay
Sahu, Suresh Prajapati,
Balram Thakur, Rinku
Tiwari, Vijay Singh,
Sunil Sharma, Manoj
Gupta, Saurabh Gupta,
Roshan Singh, Abhay
Tiwari, Sant Ram, Mani
Verma, Jitendra Utpal,
Ashok Saroj, Bhai
Madina Bano, Manoj
Paswan, Shivanand
Singh, Vimal Chand
Sahu, and other members
of Yuva Shakti
Sangathan were present.
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PRAYERS TO LORD SHIVA

Devotees in large number visited Lord Shiva’s temple in Mahadev Ghat road on occasion
of first Monday of ‘Sawan Month’ and performed various rituals here on Monday.

Rare surgery in Ambedkar Hospital

Raipur, Jul 18: Doctors in
Heart, Chest and Vascular
Surgery Department of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital Raipur
have performed a rare sur-
gery on a 5-year old girl and
infused a new life in her by
successfully removing
Mediastinal tumour. This
was perhaps the first suc-
cessful surgery of
Mediastinal tumour on the
outer surface of the heart
in Chhattisgarh, performed
by the Doctors led by Dr
Krishna Kant Sahu, Head of
the Department of Heart,

Chest and Vascular
Surgery. The girl has recov-
ered and has been dis-
charged after five days in
the hospital.

The 5-year old girl from
Ambikapur was presented

with chest pain and cough
lasting for the last six
months. When cough did
not cure CT scan and other
tests were done on her at a
private hospital in Raipur
where she was found to

have a tumor on the heart
which was pressing the
nerves of the heart and
lungs. The doctor in private
hospital referred her to the
Heart, Chest, and Vascular
Surgery Department of
ACI.

According to Dr Krishna
Kant Sahu this tumor
which is called mature me-
diastinal teratoma is com-
monly found in patients
aged 20 to 40 years, that too
around the abdomen but
detection of this tumor in a
5-year old girl on the heart
is also very rare. This
tumor had affected the su-
perior vena cava and pul-
monary artery, vein, right
atrium and phrenic nerve
of the heart and that opera-
tion was very risky, he said.

All 90 MLAs cast votes for Presidential election-2022

Raipur, Jul 18:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker, Chief
Minister, Ministers and
Legislators exercised their

franchise in the voting for
election of 16th President
of the country. The process
of voting was completed
today in the polling station
set up for the election of
the President in committee
room number-02 located in
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly com-
plex. Voting started in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly

complex at 10 am.
All 90 MLAs in

Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly have cast their
votes. BJP MLA from
Kurud constituency Ajay
Chandrakar was the first
House member in the
Congress-ruled state to
cast his ballot. PCC Chief
Mohan Markam cast his
vote first on behalf of

Congress. Congress MLA
Dwarikadhish Yadav cast
his vote at the end of
polling.

Congress MLA from
Kondagaon and
Chhattisgarh party unit
chief Mohan Markam,
state Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
cast their votes. The
National Democratic
Alliance’s candidate
Droupadi Murmu is pitted
against the opposition’s
nominee Yashwant Sinha
in the presidential poll.

In the 90-member
Chhattisgarh Assembly,
the Congress has 71 MLAs,
while the BJP has 14 mem-
bers. There are also three
MLAs are from the Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
and two from the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

After the stipulated pe-
riod of polling was over,
the ballot box was sealed
at 5 pm. The Assistant
Returning Officer appoint-
ed for the Presidential
Election-2022 went to New
Delhi by a regular flight
last night with the sealed
ballot box. The counting of
votes will be held in New
Delhi on July 21.

Narayan Prasad
Chandel, Krishnamurthy

Bandhi and Shivratan
Sharma from Bharatiya
Janata Party and Kuldeep
Singh Juneja and Mohit
Ram Kerketta from
Congress were present in
the polling booth as polling
agents. Presiding Officer
and Assistant Returning
Officer, Dinesh Sharma,
Observer Rakesh Ranjan,
Principal Secretary,
Election Commission of
India, Malay Malik, Chief
Electoral Officer
(Chhattisgarh) P
Dayanand were also pres-
ent during polling.

Ch’garh records 440.7 mm average rainfall so far

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: An aver-
age rainfall of 440.7 mm
has been recorded in
Chhattisgarh since June
1, 2022. The highest rain-
fall of 1105.9 mm was
recorded in Bijapur dis-
trict while Balrampur
district recorded lowest

average rainfall of
140.2mm. This is accord-
ing to the district-wise
rainfall statistics from
June 01 to July 18.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
state level control room
for flood disaster man-
agement, Surguja has re-
ceived 160.9 mm of rain-
fall since June 1.
Similarly, Surajpur re-
ceived 229.9 mm rainfall,
Jashpur 174.7 mm,
Koriya 294.4 mm, Raipur
308.3 mm, Balodabazar
410.4 mm, Gariyaband
525.8 mm, Mahasamund

465.5 mm, Dhamtari 548.7
mm, Bilaspur 455.7 mm,
Mungeli 496.3 mm,
Raigarh 375.2 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 511.8
mm, Korba 323.5 mm,
G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi 445.5 mm, Durg
430.4 mm, Kabirdham
422.0 mm, Rajnandgaon
508.7 mm, Balod
604.1mm, Bemetara 324.6
mm, Bastar 537.2 mm,
Kondagaon 536.2 mm,
Kanker 629.6 mm,
Narayanpur 463.3 mm,
Dantewada 528.5 mm and
Sukma recorded average
rainfall of 427.5 mm.

Resignation not an act of ‘indiscipline’: Singh Deo

Raipur, Jul 18:
Chhattisgarh minister TS
Singh Deo, who has relin-
quished one of the portfo-
lios he was holding, on
Monday defended his deci-
sion to quit and rejected
suggestions it was an act
of “indiscipline” and
maintained he has sought
a meeting with the
Congress central leader-
ship.

Singh Deo, locked in a
power tussle with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
has given up the charge of
the panchayat and rural
development department
citing reasons like non-al-
lotment of funds by the
CM for the construction of
houses under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY). However, he still
holds health and family
welfare, medical educa-
tion, 20-point implementa-
tion and commercial tax
(GST) portfolios.

Asked about reports

that a few Congress MLAs
have demanded action
against him, the health
minister sought to know
how making a point
amounts to “indiscipline”.

A Union minister came
here (apparently referring
to the visit of Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Giriraj
Singh to the state) and
commented on MNREGA
(rural jobs scheme) as well
as Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana.

“I took the responsibili-
ty for it (alleged tardy pace
of implementation of

schemes) and resigned
from the department. How
is it an act of indiscipline?
I am in frequent talks with
everyone in the govern-
ment and have made all
the things public, said
Singh Deo while talking to
PTI.

“I have defended the
(state) government and
taken the responsibility
for works not being done
in my department
(Panchayat and Rural
Development),” he said.

Giriraj Singh, who was
in Chhattisgarh last week,
had criticized the
Congress government for
the way it has been imple-
menting central welfare
schemes.

After the latest political
development in the state,
which goes polls in late
2023, Singh Deo has sought
time from the party’s cen-
tral leadership.

“I will be visiting
Ahmedabad via Delhi.
Time has been sought to
meet the high command
and if there is a meeting,
then there will be a con-

versation about the cur-
rent events,” the Congress
leader said.

Singh Deo has been ap-
pointed an observer by the
party for the Gujarat as-
sembly polls slated by the
year-end.

I have learnt that the
issue of my resignation
was brought up in the
meeting of the Congress
Legislative Party on
Sunday and a few MLAs
demanded action in this
regard. I also came to
know that Punia Ji (the
party’s state incharge P L
Punia) listened to the
MLAs and said he will
convey their sentiments to
people concerned, said
Singh Deo.

The Congress minister
did not attend the CLP
meeting.

Talking to reporters on
Sunday, Chief Minister
Baghel had said he was yet
to receive Singh Deo’s res-
ignation from the pan-
chayat and rural develop-
ment department and that
he learnt about the latter’s
move through the media.

Responding to this,
Singh Deo said the resig-
nation letter was sent on
Saturday and when he was
hold that the CM’s office
was closed, he emailed the
missive.

“Before my resignation I
had a talk with the chief
minister and informed
him about everything,” he
said.

The minister said he
met Baghel in the state as-
sembly on Monday but
there was no discussion on
the resignation issue.

In his resignation letter
to the chief minister,
Singh Deo had claimed not
a single house was built
for homeless people under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana as funds were not
allotted despite “repeated
request”.

In the four-page resigna-
tion letter, Singh Deo cited
various reasons, saying he
was unable to fulfil the de-
partment’s targets as per
the vision of the Jan
Ghoshna Patra (poll mani-
festo), given the “current
scenario”.

Will meet Cong
leadership

Raipur, Jul 18: The state
government has awarded
cabinet rank to the
Chairman Chhattisgarh
Bhavan and Anya
Sannirman Karmakar
Kalyan Mandal

(CBASKKM) Sunny
Agrawal.

The status of cabinet
rank to Sunny Agrawal is
applicable from Monday
onward.

The state government

has provided this cabinet
rank to Sunny Agrawal for
his conduct and all the fa-
cilities as Cabinet
Minister to Sunny
Agrawal will be provided
by CBASKKM.

Sunny Agrawal gets cabinet rank

Bijapur records
highest rainfall of
1105.9 mm while
Balrampur records
lowest of 140.2 mm

Polling concludes
for electing 16th
President of the
country

Raipur, Jul 18: Bank of
Baroda (BoB), the interna-
tional bank of India, is going
to celebrate its 115th found-
ing anniversary on  July 20,
2022. On this occasion, under
the guidance of Mr. Anmay
Kumar Mishra, Network
Deputy General Manager,

Chhattisgarh, the inaugura-
tion of CSR activities under
Corporate Social
Responsibility was done in
the presence of Mr. P.
Dayanand, Director of
Health Department and CEC
and Bank of Baroda, Raipur,
new regional head of the re-

gion, Mr. Amit Banerjee, who
took charge of Raipur on
July 15, 2022. Blood donation
camp, health screening and
cultural programs like draw-
ing, rangoli  and pot decora-
tion competition were organ-
ised for the staff members of
Bank of Baroda and their
families on this occasion.
The program was conducted
by  Abhishek Bharati,
Deputy Regional Manager,
Regional Office, Raipur in
conjunction with Regional
Office, Raipur team and
Network Sub General
Manager, Chhattisgarh team.

Pallav Shah appointed
Co-ordinator of NRI Cell
Raipur, Jul 18: The
state government has
taken initiative to unite
all the NRIs of
Chhattisgarh in order to
obtain their suggestions
and information and its
implementation have
formed NRI Cell in the
state. The state govern-
ment appointed Pallav
Shah as co-ordinator of
NRI Cell.

It is notable here that
Pallav Shah hails from
Korba and presently re-
sides in Boston in USA.
An order in this regard
has been issued by
GAD.

Mediastinal 
tumour removed
from 5-year old girl

BoB organises CSR activities on the
occasion of 115th foundation day
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Workshop conducted successfully by CIF, IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Jul 18: The
Central Instrumentation
Facility (CIF) at IIT Bhilai
recently organised a two-
day workshop on
“Advanced Materials
C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n
Techniques”. Its main
focus was on Powder X-ray
Diffraction (PXRD) and
Scanning Electron
Microscope (SEM) tech-
niques. This workshop
aimed to provide a plat-
form for leading scientists
and academicians, young
researchers, and PhD stu-
dents to exchange ideas
and expertise on material
characterization using
PXRD and SEM tech-
niques. The workshop cov-
ered areas such as an
overview of all characteri-
zation facilities available
at CIF, an introduction to

SEM and PXRD tech-
niques, and a poster pres-
entation session.

On the first day of the
workshop, Dr. Dhruv
Pratap Singh (Faculty in
charge, CIF) welcomed
everyone present and gave
an overview of the work-
shop. After that, the work-
shop was inaugurated by
Dr. Jayesh Chandra S. Pai,
Registrar, IIT Bhilai. The
keynote speakers of the
workshop were Prof.
Srinivasan Natarajan
(FASc, FNASc, FNA,
FRSC, Dept. of Chemistry,
IISc Bangalore), Dr. Sesha
Vempati (Assistant

Professor, Dept. of Physics,
IIT Bhilai), Dr. Ravikumar
I y y a m p e r u m a l
(Application Scientist,
Bruker, India) and Mr.
Sathya Srinivasan
(Application Scientist,
Carl Zeiss, India).

Prof. Srinivasan
Natarajan’s talk was on
‘Diffraction-Principles and
Applications’, and Dr.
R a v i k u m a r
Iyyamperumal’s talk was
on ‘The measurement and
the analysis of PXRD’. Dr.
Sesha Vempati delivered a
talk on ‘Microscopy:
Principles and
Applications’. There was

also a talk by Mr. Sathya
Srinivasan titled, ‘The
measurement and the
analysis of FESEM’.
Sample preparation meth-
ods and hands-on training
were provided to the par-
ticipants. Also, Q&A ses-
sions were conducted to
address the queries of par-
ticipants. During the vale-
dictory session, Prof. Rajat
Moona, Director, IIT Bhilai
awarded the winners of
the poster presentation
competition. Prof. Moona
congratulated the partici-
pants and said that knowl-
edge dissemination in var-
ious forms is always bene-
ficial as seen in the work-
shop. It will empower the
researchers working in
various fields and various
universities/institutes to
understand how equip-
ment can help in identify-
ing the characteristics of
materials to get better re-
sults. The programme con-
cluded with a vote of
thanks by Dr. Dhruv
Pratap Singh.

Webinar on ‘Art and Craft of Film
Making’ held at Amity University 

Raipur, Jul 18: Amity
School of Communication
(ASCO), Amity University
Chhattisgarh organized a
Webinar on “Art and Craft of
Film Making”. Manoj
Verma, National Award-
Winning Movie Director was
the resource person for the
day.

The event started with
Saraswati Vandana followed
by a welcome address by Dr.
M. Suresh, Officiating HoI,
Amity School of
Communication. Prof. (Dr.)
Vijay Singh Dahima, Dy. Pro.
Vice-Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh fe-
licitate Manoj Verma online
with a token of memento,
shawl and shreefal and ad-
dress the participants in the
beginning.

Prof. Dahima in his inau-
gural address said ‘the film
industry is dynamic in na-
ture: hence, students of mass
media should be well versed
with the latest technological
changes in film industry. Mr.

Verma took the session for-
ward and spoke on the art
and craft of film making. He
explains casting, research,
script, cinematography,
audio recording, audio edit-
ing, film editing, publicity
and marketing are the crafts
of film making. He further
added the stages of film pro-
duction and the importance
of appropriate artist for a
particular character. The we-
binar was interactive and
Mr. Verma answered all the
questions raised by the par-
ticipants in the Q&A session.
Prof. (Dr.) R.K. Pandey, Vice-
Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh ap-

preciate the initiative and ef-
fort of Amity School of
Communication for organiz-
ing such an insightful webi-
nar on film making. Faculty
members, research scholars,
students from Amity
University and various insti-
tute participated in the webi-
nar. Ms. Anjali Padmakumar
(BA-J&MC Student) coordi-
nated the event and the vote
of thanks was proposed by
Mr. B.N. Panda (Assistant
Professor, ASCO).
Participants appreciated the
initiative of the school for or-
ganizing such a meaningful
session for the benefit of the
students.

SPA Delhi signs MoU with IIM-R
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: A
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed by the School
of Planning and
Architecture, New Delhi
(SPA-New Delhi) with the
Indian Institute of
Management (IIM),
Raipur on July 14, 2022, to
collaborate on research
programs and exchange
scholars, students, aca-
demic information, and
materials with the aim of
enhancing the quality of
research and education.

Under this collabora-
tion, both the institutions
will encourage the devel-
opment of the following
exchange programs based
on their respective aca-
demic, research, and edu-
cational needs: -Exchange
of Faculty and
Researchers; Exchange of
Students (undergradu-
a t e / g r a d u a t e / P h D )
Internships, Training and

Student visits; Exchange
of academic information
and materials
Organization of joint de-
gree programs/ certifica-
tion course Organization
of joint research/ consul-
tancy projects
Organization of joint con-
ferences; Organization of
other academic exchanges
agreeable to both universi-
ties. These programs will
offer an overall develop-
ment to the participants
and groom them to face
the global challenges. In
addition to the exchange
program, annual coopera-
tion programs will also be
planned and presented to

the relevant administra-
tive authorities as well as
annual reports will be pro-
duced by each institution
and sent to the other, to-
gether with any sugges-
tions for improvements.

IIM Raipur strongly be-
lieves in the slogan “Sva-
Karma Niratah Siddhim”
implying each member of
our institute believes that
“through one’s role-ac-
tions, one attains perfec-
tion.” With this belief, the
Institute promotes excel-
lence in academics, cre-
ates a strong industry in-
terface and international
relations.

School of Planning and

Architecture (SPA), New
Delhi is a premier insti-
tute of architecture estab-
lished in the year of 1941.
It is deemed to be a univer-
sity having recognition as
an institute of National
importance. The institute
is ranked among the top
architectural colleges in
India and the one of the
best architectural colleges
in Asia. It offers B.Arch.,
B.Plan at the UG level,
M.Arch., M.Plan., M.Des.,
MBEM at the PG level, and
also doctoral
programs.The school is a
specialized University,
only one of its kinds,
which exclusively pro-
vides training at various
levels, in different aspects
of human habitat and en-
vironment. The school has
taken lead in introducing
academic programmes in
specialized fields both at
Bachelor’s and Master’s
level, some of which are
even today not available
elsewhere in India.

On ‘Advanced
Materials
Characterization
Techniques’

Raipur, Jul 18: Wadhwani
Foundation has awarded
IIIT-Naya Raipur with
‘Start me-Up Award (Silver
Category)’ for the insti-
tute’s humungous partici-
pation in a global entrepre-
neurship competition. The
foundation also felicitated
one of the institutes’ facul-
ty members, Dr. Amit
Agrawal, with the‘Gold
Faculty Award’ for educat-
ing, inspiring, and guiding
many Global Jury-certi-
fied student ventures.

Wadhwani Foundation
is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion with the primary mis-
sion of accelerating eco-
nomic development by
driving job creation
through large-scale entre-
preneurship, small busi-
ness growth, innovation,
and skilling initiatives.

The core objective of the
Wadhwani Foundation is
to inspire students to talk
about entrepreneurship.
The foundation started an
entrepreneurship pro-
gram in 2018 in
Chhattisgarh.

While addressing the
program, Dr. Amit
Agrawal threw light on the
approach of the Wadhwani
Foundation and how it is
helping the students build
an entrepreneurial mind-
set, so that they can be

promising entrepreneurs
in the future. Dr. Agrawal
added that with the foun-
dation’s help, the institute
has been running the basic
and advanced entrepre-
neurship courses, and till
date, almost four batches
have been passed with the
course.

Amit Singh, Regional
Manager, Wadhwani
Foundation, said that the
foundation is very grateful
to work with one of the
best institutes in

Chhattisgarh. He congrat-
ulated Dr. Pradeep Kumar
Sinha, Director, IIIT-NR,on
the award and expressed
his hope that the relation-
ship between the institute
and the foundation would
last long. Mr. Amit added
that Wadhwani
Foundation is working on
two programs, one is to
Activate the entrepreneur-
ship mind among students,
and the other is to Ignite.
The first program is being
run in schools, where stu-
dents are motivated for en-
trepreneurship. In another
program, the students in
higher education insti-
tutes are ignited with dif-
ferent ideas to take entre-
preneurship. He also
added that they are hold-
ing competitions and other
programs that provide op-
portunities for new start-
ups to meet investors and
persuade them to invest in
their ideas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Pradeep Kumar

Sinha, Director, IIIT-NR,
congratulated Dr. Amit
Agrawal on receiving the
award and for driving this
program. He said that in
today’s time, it is essential
to create an entrepreneur-
ial mindset among stu-
dents, and the institute,
from the very first batch, is
trying to prepare its stu-
dents to be job providers,
instead of job seekers. He
also stressedon IIIT-NR’s
three essential
p i l l a r s A c a d e m i c s ,
Research and
Entrepreneurship and
said that the institute is
providing the best facili-
ties to the students, with
focus on strengthening
these pillars.

The program concluded
with handing over of cer-
tificates and mementos by
Mr. Amit Singh, Regional
Manager, Wadhwani
Foundation, to Dr. Pradeep
K u m a r
Sinha,Director,IIIT-NR
and Dr. Amit Agrawal.

IIIT-NR bags awards in Global Entrepreneurship competition 
Organized by
Wadhwani
Foundation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 18: The living
legend of Bollywood,

Amitabh Bachchan has
shared his views on pride
& patriotism and our na-
tional flag through his lat-
est twit with the title
“Ghar Ghar Tiranga!, Har
Ghar Tiranga!!” (Tricolor
at home! Tricolor at every
home!!). He has credited to
Mr. Naveen Jindal for the
rights to hoist the national
flag every day, symbolizing
patriotism & pride in his
latest blog dedicated to
Tiranga & patriotism.

Amitabh Bachchan re-
members the time when
he held the national flag
at his Allahabad home,
and patriotism and pride

he felt then as a child.
Cheering for having the
Tricolor in each house,
the actor also shared pic-
tures with the flag and
wrote on his blog, when
and why he started hoist-
ing the Indian flag at his
home.

In his blog the
Shahanshah of
Bollywood recalled that
private citizens were not
allowed to hoist the
Indian National Flag, ex-
cept on certain days, until
Member of Parliament
Naveen Jindal moved
court and got the right to
hoist the flag. “He won

the decision in his favor
and immediately I started
flying our National Flag
on our homes, as many
that came for the meets
on Sunday at the gates
would have noticed on
Jalsa. There were, of
course, various restric-
tions – when it should be
raised, when brought
down, size, material and
it was to be made of
‘khadi’ and bought from
one particular store in
Bangalore till 2014 – now
renamed Bengaluru.
Now there is a campaign
for it to be flown from
every home with pride”,

the actor wrote.
Amitabh also remem-

bered the time when
India got independence
in 1947: “Those memories
gently in the mind of the
Independence on August
15, 1947 and a 5 year old,
me holding the flag in our
modest home in
Allahabad, in the veran-
da, filled with pride of pa-
triotism, of identity, of
being mine and ours, of
belonging”

He added, “And since
then each occasion, the
emotion that rides with it
every time it is played…
on of the most, being the

Eden Gardens Stadium
in Kolkata and the Indo-
pak cricket match, being
asked to sing it live for
the start of the game…
and a 100,000 thousand
that filled the arena,
singing along with
me…my pride of being
an Indian!! Jai Hind!! And
that ecstatic evening
when India won the
World Cup
Cricket…Abhishek and I
on top of our car waving
the Tricolor driving
about the streets scream-
ing shouting along with
the hundreds that
thronged the roads.”

I hoisted the tricolor at my house “Jalsa” soon after getting the rights: Amitabh 
Credit to Naveen
Jindal for rights to
hoist the national
flag symbolizing
patriotism and
pride

Amitabh shared
memories related
to the tricolor and
the nation in his
blog

Rajim, Jul 18: On the first
Monday of ‘Sawan month’
there was huge rush of devo-
tees to offer obeisance to
Lord Shiva at ‘Prayag Nagri’
Rajim. The doors of Shri
Kuleshwar Mahadev Temple
were opened at wee hours in
the morning at 4:00 pm on
Monday and it got closed at
9:00 pm in the night after
prayers. During this a total
of around 25000 devotees
sought the blessings from
Shri Kuleshwar Mahadev
Mandir at the confluence of
three rivers in Rajim.
Watchman of Laxman Jhula
had opened the lock of the

bridge in the morning at 4:00
am and closed it at 9:00 pm.

Due to heavy rains in
Rajim on Sunday, the water
level was on the rise inten-
sively and Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Mandir was also
surrounded from all four
sides with around 12 feet of
rainwater around it.

Pujari Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Mandir Gokul
Rajput, Mahendra Rajput,
Bhagwat Maharaj and
Mohan Nath Yogi informed

that the gates of the temple
were opened since 4:00 for
the devotees to offer obei-
sance. Prior to this
‘Shringar’ and ‘Abhsihekh
pujan’ was done by the
Pujaris. The arrival of devo-
tees started in the temple
since morning hours and it
continued till 9:00 in the
night. In addition to this vil-
lagers were found offering
obeisance to Lord Shiva at
Shri Someshwar Nath, Shri
Bhuteshwar Nath, Mama-

Bhancha Mahadev, Baba
Garib Nath, Mahadev
Mandir and other temples of
Lord Shiva inI Rajim area.
The devotees of Lord Shiva
were fully involved in
prayers to Lord Shiva in
large number and were of-
fering ‘Jalabhishekh’ and
other rituals to Lord Shiva
on this auspicious occasion.

Devotees informed that
some of them were walking
for about a month without
any slippers and some were
deep down into meditation.
On Monday all such devo-
tees were present to perform
rituals at Lord Shiva temple
and performed
‘Jalabhishekh’. There are
many temples of Lord Shiva
in ‘Prayag Nagri’ - Rajim
and out of which in the ‘tre-
tayug’ the temple of
Kuleshwar Nath by Goddess
Sita using ‘balu’ is the most
ancient of all.

Devotees in large number 
perform ‘Jalabhishekh’

On first Monday 
of ‘sawan month’

At Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev temple in
Rajim

Raipur, Jul 18: Campus
placement for Pharmacy
students was organized
by Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar University
(SRSU). In which the stu-
dents of SRSU, Raipur
and Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar Institute (SRSI) of
Pharmacy Kumhari par-
ticipated in the campus
placement on Tuesday.
Ashirwad Distributors (a
unit of Ascent Wellness &
Pharma Solutions Pvt
Ltd) have selected 10 stu-
dents for this campus
placement.

Ascent Wellness &
Pharma Solutions Pvt Ltd
is India’s largest conglom-
erate in the field of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Logistics, Distribution
and Supply Chain in
India. The group was es-
tablished in 2012 with a
vision to consolidate and
integrate the pharmaceu-

tical supply chain across
India.

The company’s journey
started in Mumbai and
currently works with
400+ pharmaceutical
companies and 100,000+
drug retailers across
states like Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
NCR, Gujarat, Jaipur,

Davangere, Chhattisgarh,
Orissa, Jharkhand and
many more and caters to
100,00,000+ patients.

Ten students of SRU
Raipur and SRIP
Kumhari Sansthan have
been selected by the com-
pany through interview.

Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
Lok Kalyan Trust’s Vice-

Chairman Dr. J. O.
Upadhyay, Vice-
Chancellor of the
University Harsh
Gautam, Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Dr. S. K Singh and
Registrar in-charge
Manoj Kumar Singh con-
gratulated all the selected
students and wished
them a better tomorrow.

Ten Pharmacy students of SRSI 
got campus selection 



First rain washes away road 

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Jul 18:
Under Mukhyamantri
Gram Sadak and Vikas
Yojna, Danikokadi to
Silli Marg main road,
has been constructed by
MMGSY Durg at a cost of
Rs.123.79 lakh, whose pe-
riod for maintenance is
for 2 years.

Despite this, till now
the Panchayat and Rural
Development Division
have not seen this road
and the contractor have
used substandard mate-
rial, and in the first rain,
there have been potholes
and cracks in many
places.

Public representatives
and villagers have 

demand action against
the maintenance of the
road and the contractor
and deputy engineer
from State Chief
Bhupesh Baghel,
Saja MLA Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Public Works 
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, and the District
Collector.

Rains wreck havoc on life and property
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jul 18: The
rains of the last few days
have exposed the entire
flood control system of the
administration. The rain
wreaked havoc in the city
block, and many people
lost their lives, while
many were rescued and
areas lay submerged in
water. It is worth mention-
ing that the districts of
Gangrel, Burari, Koliari,
Amethi, Parsuli, Darri,
Kharenga, Sarangpuri,
Bhanwarmara, Achota,
Seonikhurd, Barna,

Semra, Donar,
Dhimartikur, Devpur,
Mandrod, Joratrai,
Seldeep, Katholi, Nari,
Charbhatha, Sirsida,
Gudguda, Gadadih,
Parkhanda, Budeni,
Chandana, Chandrasur,
Kareli Badi, Parasatti,
Kareli Badi,
Dhaurabhatha, Araud,
Giroud, Sanga, Megha,
Kareli Chhoti, Dabha,
Sargi, Sonewara, Lader,
Borsi, Darghan, Sirsida,
Devpur , Chhiplipara,
Sihawa, Silghat, Supela,
Gadadih, Pachpedi,
Tarragondi, Silauti,

Navagaon, Silidih, Semra,
Mohera, Maragaon,
Boraigaon, Mohrenga vil-
lages are very vulnerable
to floods. This year meteo-
rologists had predicted
that Dhamtari district
would also see heavy
rains, and in view of the
rain, high alert has been
put in all the 6 tehsils of
the district. Divers have
also been deployed.

“People have been asked
not to cross bridges, rivers
and drain on wake of
heavy rains.”

- PS Elma, Collector
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 18: Naxalites
have killed a villager in
Sukma district. The crime
has been carried out on the
allegation of a police in-
former. According to the
information, villager

Madkam Handa, a resident
of Birabhatti village of
Bhejji police station area
of Konta block, was killed
by Naxalites with a sharp
weapon. After the inci-
dent, panic spread in the
village.

Late Sunday evening

some Naxalites reached
Birabhatti village and
picked up Madkam Handa
from the house and took
him some distance away
from the village, where he
was murdered. The Konta
Area Committee of
Naxalites has claimed re-
sponsibility for the mur-
der. Handwritten pam-
phlets of Naxalites have
also been recovered from
the spot, in which it has
been written that the de-
ceased was murdered
while accusing him of
being a police informer.
Here, as soon as the infor-
mation about the incident
was received, the police
reached the spot and start-
ed the investigation of the
case by taking the dead
body in their possession.

CRS inspects 
doubling line between

Sikir - Titlagarh

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 18:
A.M.Chowdhary, Commi-
ssioner of Railway Safety,
South Eastern Circle in-
spected the doubling and
electrification work of
Sikir to Titlagarh section
and electrified 3rd line
work of Titlagarh-
Kesinga section on  16th &
17th July 2022.

Chowdhary, inspected
safety-related aspects like
Overhead equipments,
Bridges, Manned level
crossings, Signal &
Telecommunication equip-
ments, Railway track etc.

and also conducted a speed
trial. After Doubling &
Electrification  of Sikir to
Titlagarh and electrified
3rd line of Titlagarh to
Kesinga section of the divi-
sion it will further facili-
tate the smooth running of
trains. Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Pradeep Kumar, Chief
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Officer(Con), East Coast
Railway, Amar Prakash
Dwivedi, other senior offi-
cials from East Coast
Railway Headquarters and
from Sambalpur division
were also accompanied
during the inspection.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 18: The
rural tribals of
Burkapal saw unnec-
essarily bitter days,
the innocent villagers
of Burkapal became a
perfect example of
what the powerful

government can do to hide
its mistakes.

On 24 April 2017, 25 sol-
diers were martyred in an
encounter with Naxalites
in Burkapal village. On the
one hand, the Naxalites
had snatched the happiness
of the families of 25 mar-
tyrs, on the other hand the

administration ruined the
happiness of those families
by putting 126 innocents in
jail. Now after 5 years on
14th July 2022, all 126 inno-
cent villagers were de-
clared innocent by the NIA
court. The tribals were
found innocent, but by then
everything has been ex-
hausted and ruined.

Some have lost their par-
ents, some have lost the en-
tire family, some have lost
their wife after going to
jail. On the release of inno-
cent tribals of Burkapal,
former MLA Manish
Kunjam said that this is
the effect of the govern-

ment against the promise.
Thousands of such people
are still in jail, their family
is ruined, family members
have become heavenly.
The present government is
holding meetings only by
forming a committee, but
even 25% of the results
have not been revealed.

For the interests of the
tribals and the betterment
of Bastar division, the
state government should
speed up the activities of
the committee constituted
and step forward for how
the innocent tribal vil-
lagers get relief at the 
earliest.

Two nabbed with
leopard’s skin

Central Chronicle News

Gariyaband, Jul 18: As
per tip from an informer
that two on a bike are car-
rying leopard's skin and
looking for customers, TI
Churra Thana informed
his higher-ups and was
asked to nab the two red-
handed. The police team
formed reached the site as
per information and
gheraoed them near
Kharkhara dam triangle.
Two on Hero Honda black
Splendor bike were stopped
and tried to run away, but
were stopped.

On asking about their
names they disclosed it as
Piluram Thakur and
Agnuram Thakur from
Gram Rajpur, Churra and
when the police conducted
search of their dickey,
they found one piece of
Leopard's skin inside a

plastic bag and it was
seized by the police. The
total length of this leop-
ard's skin was 77 inches
from the head to the tail,
width of neck area was 10
inches and the middle por-
tion was of 19 inches.

The accused was booked
under section 9, 39 (K), 48,
49 (K) and 51 of Wildlife
Protection Act 1972 and
was taken into arrest and
sent to judicial custody.
The leopard's skin is ex-

pected to cost around Rs 5
lakh in the market and the
cost of Splendor vehicle is
around Rs 10000. In the
above action the police
team was formed under
leadership of TI Churra
thana including Neeluram
Diwan, Suresh Nishad,
head constable Tularam
Sahu, constable Rajendra
Gaikwad, Dekeshwar
Soni, Shiv Dayal Nagesh,
Madho Sahu, Dayanand
Gaur and others.

Jain’s continues intensive public relations campaign 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 18: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Chairman of
Jagdalpur Municipal
Corporation (JMC) Kavita
Sahu and MiC members
took stock of the old
bridge and Goria Bahar
drain on Indravati river.

In the waterlogged area,
the flood disaster manage-
ment was instructed to be
ready to deal with any sit-
uation. Apart from this, by
running an intensive pub-
lic relations campaign in
Veer Savarkar, Bhagat
Singh and Civil Lines
wards, spraying of anti-

larva insecticide for
malaria and dengue in-
cluding seasonal diseases
and distributed mosquito
nets.

MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain said that
on the instructions of the
Chief Minister of our
state, Bhupesh Baghel, the
entire staff of the
Municipal Corporation
along with the public rep-
resentatives are in the
fields. He said that we are
ready to deal with any
emergency. Our sensitive
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is constantly moni-
toring the situation and
giving necessary direc-
tions.

He said that to prevent
seasonal diseases and
malaria and dengue, do
not allow stagnation of
water, drink only boiled
water and eat hot food. It
is necessary to avoid the
use of fried food outside.
He appealed to the gener-
al public to follow the
guidelines given by the

authorities.
Mayor Safira Sahu said

that constant support and
guidance is being received
from our popular and pop-
ular MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain. The pub-
lic representatives and of-
ficers of the Municipal
Corporation along with

the employees are con-
stantly visiting affected
areas of the city to take
stock of the situation.
Apart from this, they are
personallydistributing
mosquito nets and spray-
ing anti-mosquito pesti-
cides.

Speaker JMC Kavita

Sahu said that under the
guidance of MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain, the municipal staff
and workers are ready to
deal with any situation.
Continuous monitoring of
flood affected areas is
being done. For seasonal
diseases including malar-
ia and dengue, anti-mos-
quito drugs are being
sprayed and mosquito nets
are being distributed.

Limestone powder is
being sprinkled at the wa-
terlogged places. To deal
with this flood and season-
al diseases, MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain along with Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal
Speaker Kavita Sahu
along with Commissioner
Dinesh Nag, MiC member
Senior Corporator
Udaynath James, Rajesh
Rai, Vikram Singh Dangi,
Corpoprators Rana
Ghosh, Khem Singh
Devangan and Abhas
Mohanty, and a team of
workers are ready.
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p For the third day
p MLA takes stock of

the waterlogging in
the old bridge of
Indravati river and
gave necessary
instructions

Near Kharkhara dam triangle

126 innocent people of 22 villages released from jail 
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Eight out of the 126 tribals
recently acquitted by a court
in Dantewada district in the
2017 Burkapal Naxal attack are
still in jail as they are accused
in other cases, police said on
Monday. The Burkapal case is
an example of the "grave injus-
tice" meted out to tribals in
the state's Bastar region, a
human rights activist claimed.

Special Judge for National
Investigation Agency cases
Deepak Kumar Deshlhre had
acquitted the 126 accused on
Friday, observing that the

prosecution failed to establish
their involvement in the of-
fence and links with Naxals.

Inspector General of Police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj P
said following the court's
order, 113 accused -- 110 of
them lodged in Jagdalpur cen-
tral jail and three in Dantewada
district jail were released on
Saturday. The remaining eight
are accused in other cases and
hence they have not been re-
leased, he said.

Further course of action in
the case would be decided

later after examining the
judgement document and
legal prospects, the official
said. As many as 122 members
of tribal communities, includ-
ing a woman, were arrested
later in connection with the at-
tack.

Most of them were arrested
in 2017 while some were held
in 2018 and 2019. They were
booked under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code, Arms
Act, Explosive Substances Act,
Chhattisgarh Special Public
Security Act and Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act.
After 113 tribals walked out

of jail, some of them said their
families were ruined as they
were the only earning mem-
bers. We spent five years in jail
for the crime we did not com-
mit. I got married a few days
before the incident following
which I was arrested. 

I haven't seen my wife since
then," Hemla Aytu, who hails
from Jagargunda village, said.
My uncle Dodi Manglu (42),
who was also arrested in the
same case, died in jail. They

(jail authority) have not given
any document related to him
even after I asked for it, he
claimed.

Manglu was besides the 121
accused in the case. Another
tribal acquitted in the case
said his family sold their farm-
land and bulls in Burkapal vil-
lage for the court hearing ex-
penses. The person said he is
married and does not have
children. 

Human Rights activist Bela
Bhatia, one of the defence
lawyers, claimed the Burkapal

case is an example of the
"grave injustice" meted out to
tribals in Bastar region.

She said these tribals have
finally got justice, but asked
why did they have to spend so
many years in jail for an of-
fence they did not commit?

"Who will compensate
them? Their families have got
ruined and the kin of most of
the arrested tribals did not
even visit the jails in Jagdalpur
and Dantewada to meet them
as they did not have money,"
she said.

8 acquitted still in jail

Naxalites kill villager on 
suspicion of police informer

Third line work of Titlagarh- Kesinga section

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  JJuull  1188::
The newly appointed
office bearers of the
Bamleshwari Temple
Trust, here have de-
manded from the
Chief Minister on its
courtesy call, to
grant approval for
the construction of
the only over bridge
into Y shape, which is located on the Dongargarh - Chichola main road,
from Mandir Marg (Kalkapara Marg).  On this occasion, MLA
Bhuvneshwar Baghel, District Cooperative Bank President Nawaz Khan,
Mandir Trust President Manoj Agarwal, Vice President Duo Anil Gattani
and Sanjay Srivastava, Minister Mahendra Parihar, Co-Minister Bablu
Shandilya, Trustee Gan Prakash Bindal, Sanjeev Gomasta and Ajay
Thakur and activist Yogesh Agarwal Raunak Jain were present.

Trust committee demands
construction of over bridge

Expo organized by
Women’s Chamber

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuull  1188:: A Life Style
Expo-2022 is being organized
by the Women's Chamber of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries. This
expo will be held on 21st and
22nd July 2022 at Ramswaroop
Niranjan Lal Dharamshala,
V.I.P. Road, Raipur.  The expo
will be open from 11 am to 8
pm. Many big brands like City
Honda, Real Estate - Shree
Dada, Modular Kitchen - DS
Traders, City E Mart E Bike, CG
Solar Power RO Purifier, Home
Decor, 36 Tatvam Organic
Products will display their
products in the Expo.

From Mamala village Danikokadi to Silli main road 

Four of a family washed away by flash floods

Dhamtari:  The torrential rain that lasted for two days has
wreaked havoc in the district. Seven people, including a
fisherman, were washed away in the floods in the rivers and
streams. The district has received a record 413 mm of rain
so far. This caused floods in the Mahanadi, the Balka River,
the Sendur River and the Athdahara River. Fisherman
Vasudev Yadav (22) resident of village Shasrangpuri
(Karaiha) of Nagari block lost his life in the flash flood. Four
members of a family of Banbagaud village of Kukrel tehsil,
were also swept away, of which Faleshwari Bai, Rahul
Vishwakarma and Revati Bai were rescued, but the fourth
member Jaipal Vishwakarma lost his life. The team of divers
including Major Kaliram Dhruv, Jhadoor Nishad, Anil Netam,
Kaila Nagvanshi and Keregaon police station Incharge
Prabha Santosh Sahu played a pivotal role in the floods. SHRAVAN ABHISHEK

Kanwariyas carry water from the holy Ganga river to perform abhishek of Lord Shiva at Varanasis Kashi

Vishwanath Temple during the auspicious month of Shravan, in Prayagraj, Monday.

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

An artist gives finishing touch to a wall mural depicting Tiger Hill and Indian Army personnel, ahead of Kargil Vijay
Diwas on July 26, in Jammu district, Monday.

Maha Cong to hold padyatra from Aug 9-15
in all district against Centre’s policies

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Maharashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole on
Monday said the party
will undertake a padya-
tra (foot march) in every
district of the state from
August 9 to 15 to reach
out to the masses against
the Central government’s
policies.

Addressing a press
conference, Patole said
the rally in every district
will cover 75 km, with a
message of “save the
Constitution, save the
country”.

Former chief minister
Prithviraj Chavan, who
was also present, de-
manded that the Centre
should come up with a
job guarantee scheme
like the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) for
urban areas.

He further alleged that
the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment had lost its grip
on the country’s econo-
my.

“The rally will high-
light the decisions taken
by the BJP-led Central
government. Be it levy-
ing the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on es-
sential food commodities,
the Agniveer scheme of
the Armed Forces, or the
rising inflation, we will
take these issues before
the people,” Patole said.

Mahatma Gandhi had
given the call of “Bharat
chhodo” (Quit India) on
August 9. Now, the
Congress will give a slo-

gan of “save the
Constitution and save the
country”, and spread this
idea in every taluka and
village, he said.

The party will also un-
dertake “Bharat Jodo”
initiative from October 2,
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, he
said.

Patole further claimed
that in 2014-19, the
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment had taken loans
in large numbers. The
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment tried to stop it,
but it was toppled uncon-
stitutionally.

The party had organ-
ised a two-day conclave
in Shirdi last month and
accordingly tasked sen-
ior leaders to helm issue-
specific panels, he said.

Right-wing groups demand release of
those arrested for committing arson

Kannauj, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Members of right-wing
groups staged a protest here
on Monday against the al-
leged “wrongful” arrest of
some people in connection
with an arson here, officials
said.

On early Saturday morn-
ing, a temple priest found
pieces of meat inside the
temple. Enraged over the in-
cident, a mob set three near-
by meat shops on fire.

The incident took place in
Rasoolabad village located
within the Talgram police
station limits.

On Sunday, the state gov-
ernment removed District
Magistrate (DM) Rajesh
Mishra and Superintendent
of Police (SP) Rajesh

Srivastava. Three other cops
were also suspended, senior
government officials con-
firmed on Monday.

“The station House
Officer (SHO) of Talgram
police station Harishyam
Singh and two Sub
Inspectors (SI) Vinay Kumar
and Ram Prakash were sus-
pended and sent to police
lines for dereliction of duty,”
said Inspector General
(Kanpur range) Prashant
Kumar.

Donning saffron attire,
the members of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang
Dal sat outside the office of
the district magistrate and
chanted ‘Hanuman Chalisa’,
demanding the immediate
release of those ‘wrongfully’
arrested for setting the

shops ablaze.
Police said they have

lodged an FIR against
unidentified persons and
launched a probe. Police
sources said close to a dozen
people have been detained
by the police in connection
with the case.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has appointed
Shubhrant Singh as the new
DM and Kunwar Anupam
Singh as the new SP.
“Adequate police teams have
been deployed in the area.
The situation is currently
under control. All business
places are open and people
are going out for their work.
The matter is being investi-
gated and the culprits will be
arrested soon,” SP Kunwar
Anupam Singh said.

Only elected govt will end miseries 
of J-K people: Apni Party

Jammu, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The Apni Party on
Monday said assembly
elections should be held in
Jammu and Kashmir so
that an elected govern-
ment is formed which will
end the miseries of the
people.

The party hit out at the
BJP and alleged that it
was responsible for divi-
sive politics, growing un-
employment and underde-
velopment in the union
territory.

If we have to subside the
pain of people, we should
not be conditional. We say
please hold elections first,
then give it (restoration of

statehood J-K). You have to
give it back to us. It is our
right,” Apni Party chief
Altaf Bukhari told re-
porters here.

He said people were fac-
ing grave difficulties and
only the elected govern-
ment will end their pain.

Bukhari said his party
represents the aspirations
of both the regions of J-K
and assured that it was
committed for the inclu-
sive development of all
sections of society.

J-K government is work-
ing directly on the direc-
tions of BJP. Yet, the prob-
lems of the general mass-
es remain unsolved.
Instead of working for

public welfare, the bureau-
cracy behaves like they
are the rulers while sitting
in their AC rooms and
avoid addressing public is-
sues. he alleged.

Bukhari said the BJP
befooled the people of
Jammu in the name of dis-
crimination.

Similarly Kashmir-
based traditional political
parties took advantage of
BJP’s divisive politics and
accordingly charged the
situation against Jammu
by raking up issues of dis-
crimination with Kashmir
with an intention to help
BJP in Jammu, he said.

He said the BJP stopped
the Darbar Move practice

which was started by
Dogra Maharaja Gulab
Singh in 1872 and also ab-
rogated special status and
the statehood of J-K by
downgrading it into two
union territories and all
these acts were against the
interests of Jammu.

Bukhari said, Tourists
are nowhere in Jammu
and markets are deserted.
Ultimately, the BJP has
turned Jammu into
Pathankot. Jammu was a
famous destination in the
past for religious tourists.
The economic condition of
businessmen is worse and
there are no future plans
to protect the interests of
Jammu.

CBI questions former Mumbai top cops
in Anil Deshmukh bribery case

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The CBI has questioned
former Mumbai Police com-
missioners Sanjay Pandey
and Param Bir Singh in con-
nection with Rs 100 crore ex-
tortion allegations against
former minister Anil
Deshmukh, officials said on
Monday.

Pandey, who retired on
June 30, is facing two CBI
FIRs — illegal interception
of phones of NSE employ-
ees by iSec Services Private
Ltd, a company founded by
him, and violation of SEBI
guidelines in conducting
NSE’s system audit.

The agency had called
him for questioning in con-
nection with allegations of
corruption against former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Deshmukh, in judicial
custody for allegedly de-
manding Rs 100 crore every
month from bars and restau-
rants in Mumbai, the offi-
cials said. The agency has
booked Deshmukh and
unidentified others under

IPC sections related to crim-
inal conspiracy and section
of Prevention of Corruption
Act for “attempt to obtain
undue advantage for im-
proper and dishonest perfor-
mace of public duty”.

In his letter to former
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, after he was re-
moved from the Mumbai
Police commissioner’s post,
Singh had alleged that
Deshmukh asked Mumbai
cop Sachin Waze to alleged-
ly extort over Rs 100 crore a
month from Mumbai’s bars
and restaurants, the offi-
cials said. Waze who was
also arrested in the case has
been given a pardon by the
court after turning approver
in the case, they said.

“The Preliminary
Enquiry prima facie re-
vealed that a cognizable of-
fence is made out in the mat-
ter, wherein the then Home
minister of Maharashtra,
shri Anil Deshmukh and
unknown others have at-
tempted to obtain undue ad-
vantage for improper and

dishonest performance of
their public duty,” the CBI
FIR has alleged. According
to the CBI manual, a prelim-
inary enquiry is initiated to
assess if there is enough
prima facie material in the
allegations to proceed with a
regular case for a full
fledged probe, officials said.

The CBI enquiry found
that Waze, assistant police
inspector, Mumbai Police,
who was arrested later by
NIA, had been reinstated
into the police force after
being out of police service
for more than 15 years.

Waze was entrusted with
most sensational and impor-
tant cases of Mumbai City
Police and Deshmukh, then
home minister, was in
knowledge of the said fact,
the FIR alleged. The FIR
also alleged that Deshmukh
“and others” exercised
undue influence over the
transfer and posting of offi-
cials, thereby exercising
undue influence over the
performance of official du-
ties by the officials.

Elections for president, VP are fight about
ideology not individual candidates: Gehlot
Jaipur, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Monday said elections for
the president and vice pres-
ident are a fight about ide-
ology and not individual
candidates.

After casting cast his
vote for the presidential
poll here, Gehlot said al-
though it is natural that a
candidate is welcomed in
his home state and people
may have sentiments for
him, the voting, however,
will be based on ideology.

NDA’s vice presidential
candidate West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar is from
Rajasthan who is pitted
against joint opposition
candidate Margaret Alva
who has been the former
governor of the state.

“He (Dhankhar) has be-
come a candidate from
Rajasthan just like
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
once became (the VP candi-
date). “If a candidate is

from the state, there may
be sentiments (for him)
among people here, but the
voting pattern will remain
based on ideology,” he said.

Gehlot said the chair-
man of both the houses of
Parliament from Rajasthan
is a pleasant coincidence.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla is also from
Rajasthan.

The CM said both the
president and the vice pres-
ident elections are not fight
about the candidates, but
the ideology and it should
be taken in that spirit.
“This fight is not about any
candidate, this fight is
about ideology,” he said. He
said the opposition parties
made Yashwant Sinha
their candidate for the
presidential election. If the
NDA government and the
BJP wanted, then an op-
portunity had come in
which they could have in-
volved the opposition and
come up with a unanimous
candidate for president,”
he said.

Cop kills 3 colleagues in
Delhi over offensive 

comments against wife
New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

A policeman deployed at
the Haiderpur water treat-
ment plant here shot dead
his three colleagues on
Monday alleging they
made offensive comments
about his wife, officials
said.

Accused Prabin Rai (32),
who surrendered soon af-
terwards, and the three de-
ceased were Sikkim Police
personnel deployed at the
plant for its security as
part of the Indian Reserve
Battalion (IRBn), the offi-
cials said.

A senior official said
they received a PCR call at
the KNK Marg Police
Station at around 3 pm
about the firing.

“Upon reaching the
spot, it was found that
three persons belonging to
Sikkim Police had been
shot, of which two had
died on the spot and one
was critically wounded
and transferred to BSA

hospital where he was de-
clared brought dead,”
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Rohini) Pranav
Tayal said.

He said the accused sur-
rendered at the Samaypur
Badli police station after
the incident.

In a statement, police
said the three deceased
personnel were:
Commander Pinto
Namgyal Bhutia (batch
2012, same as the accused),
constables Indra Lal
Chhetri and Dhanhang
Subba (both of 2013 batch).

The statement said
while Bhutia and Chhetri
died on the spot, Subba
was declared brought dead
at the hospital.

Special Commissioner
of Police (Law & Order)
Dependra Pathak Rai told
the police during initial in-
vestigation his three col-
leagues caused him men-
tal harassment by saying
“untoward things” about
his wife.

‘Tribals are not Sanatan’

JMM’s newly elected MP Mahua Maji
pitches for ‘Sarna Dharma Code’

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI) 

The Centre should ac-
cept the long-pending de-
mand to recognise ‘Sarna’
as the religion of the coun-
try’s tribal people as they
have their own way of
worship and religious
practices, the JMM’s
newly elected Rajya Sabha
MP Mahua Maji said on
Monday.

Speaking to PTI, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
leader, who took oath as
the Member of Parliament
in the Upper House on the
first day of the Monsoon
Session, said she will use
the platform to raise the
voice of the people of her
state and also press the

government for giving
recognition to ‘Sarna
Dharma Code’.

“It’s a long-pending de-
mand of our party. So far,
the government has not
accepted it,” she said,
adding, “ I will become the
voice of ‘dharti putra’ (son
of the soil) and present my
party stand firmly on this
issue.”

Maji said the country’s
tribal people have their
own way of worship and
religious practices, which
is highly different from
Sanatan (Hindu) or any
other religion.

“Every society has its
self-respect and they feel
they should be allowed to
remain the way they are,”

she said.
Tribals worship nature,

she said, and sought to
know, “Why should some-
body else’s religion be im-
posed on them?”

Maji said she will also
work for the empower-
ment of women in the
state and make her best ef-
forts to ensure that inter-
ests of the people of
Jharkhand are protected
when the Parliament takes
up any legislative busi-
ness.

“I will try my best to
meet the expectations with
which my party has sent
me here. I will raise my
voice in securing the inter-
ests of the people of
Jharkhand,” she said.
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Farmer electrocuted
Thane: A 60-year-old
farmer and three of
his buffaloes were
electrocuted when a
live wire fell on them
at a village in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district on Monday, an
official said. The inci-
dent took place at Sai
village in Kalyan talu-
ka of the district
around 10 am, Kalyan
Tehasildar Jairaj
Deshmukh said.
Shantaram Kachru
Bhopi went to his
farm with his cattle,
when a wire from the
overhead line fell on
them, he said. The
victim and three of
his buffaloes died on
the spot, he said,
adding that the body
of the farmer was
sent for post-mortem
and a case of acciden-
tal death has been re-
ported.

Terror hideout
Jammu: Security
forces on Monday bust-
ed a suspected terror
hideout in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ramban dis-
trict and seized ammu-
nition and explosives,
officials said. A joint
search operation by the
Rashtriya Rifles and
the police was
launched in the heights
of the Buzla-Khari belt
in Banihal which led to
the uncovering of the
hideout in Hadwagan-
Sernihal forest, they
said. The forces seized
a fragmentation
grenade, 35 rounds of
AK rifle, seven Pike
rounds, two maga-
zines, seven pistol
rounds, two tiffin
boxes, a kerosene
stove, a radio set, one
UBGL, utensils, 1 kg of
an explosive-like mate-
rial in polythene, 2 kg
of explosive materials
in steel container, a
cassette player, IED
equipment with wire
and a pouch, the offi-
cials said.

Food poisoning 
Pune: Over 40 stu-
dents have taken ill
due to suspected food
poisoning in temple
town Pandharpur in
Maharashtra’s
Solapur district,
some 250 kilometres
from here, a health
official said on
Monday. The stu-
dents, who are pur-
suing ‘warkari’ edu-
cation from the local
mutt and are in the
15-35 age group, com-
plained of nausea,
dysentery and ab-
dominal pain, said
Dr Arvind Giram
from the govern-
ment hospital where
they have been ad-
mitted.

Online initiative
Guwahati: Assam
Governor Jagdish
Mukhi on Monday
stressed the impor-
tance of young people
protecting themselves
in online spaces and
understanding their
rights. He lauded the
efforts of different
agencies, including
UNICEF, for making
the youngsters aware
of the dangers in cy-
berspace and how to
report to the authori-
ties about cyberbully-
ing.

NCP Chief Sharad Pawar
casts his vote for the
election of the President,
at Parliament House in
New Delhi, Monday.
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4 shot dead
Madrid: Four people
were shot and anoth-
er was injured by a
knife at a nightclub in
southern Spain, po-
lice said on Monday.
Two of those shot
were in serious condi-
tion, police said in a
statement. They are
an Irish man and a
woman. The person
who was stabbed is
thought to have fired
the shots and is under
arrest. He is in seri-
ous condition with in-
juries to his chest and
head, police said.
Police didn’t say what
might have triggered
the violence, which
occurred after mid-
night Sunday in
Marbella, a popular
vacation town on
Spain’s Costa del Sol.

Plane crash
Mogadishu: A pas-
senger plane has
crashed in Somalia’s
capital Mogadishu
with the 30 people on
board safely evacuat-
ed. Airport authori-
ties said passengers
and crew have disem-
barked from the
Jubba Airways-oper-
ated plane, which was
arriving on a domes-
tic flight from the in-
land city of Baidoa.
There was no immedi-
ate report of any in-
juries or reasons
given for the cause of
the crash. The plane
crash-landed outside
Mogadishu’s interna-
tional airport and
then caught fire.

African tusks
Port Klang:
Malaysian authorities
said Monday they
seized a container of
African elephant
tusks, pangolin scales
and other animal
skulls and bones esti-
mated to be worth 80
million ringgit ( 18
million).

Helicopter crash 
Las Vegas: Four peo-
ple have been killed
in a crash of a
Bernalillo County
Sheriff ’s Office heli-
copter that was head-
ed back to
Albuquerque after as-
sisting firefighters in
another New Mexico
city, authorities said
on Sunday. Sheriff ’s
officials said three
people from the sher-
iff ’s office and a coun-
ty firefighter were
aboard the helicopter
when it went down
near Las Vegas, New
Mexico, 197 kilome-
ters northeast of
Albuquerque.

Chief of the Army Staff
General Manoj Pande
meets Chief of the Army
Staff of Bangladesh
General S.M. Shafiuddin
Ahmed, in Dhaka.

Colombo, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s Acting
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on
Monday declared a state of
emergency giving him
broad powers ahead of the
crucial presidential elec-
tion on Wednesday, a move
dubbed as an “undemoc-
ratic draconian act” by
the opposition leaders
amid growing demands
for his resignation.

Wickremesinghe, who
was sworn-in as acting
president on Friday after
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives and then to
Singapore from where he
resigned in the face of
public revolt against his
government’s mishan-
dling of the country’s
economy, imposed the
emergency as protests de-
manding his resignation
too have continued in
most parts of the country.

The government gazette
dated July 17 imposing a
state of emergency in the
troubled nation was is-
sued on Monday morning.

Wickremesinghe in the
notification said that he
was of the opinion enforc-
ing public emergency was
required in Sri Lanka in
the interests of public se-
curity, the protection of

public order and the main-
tenance of supplies and
services essential to the
life of the community.

The 225-member
Parliament is expected to
elect the new president on
July 20. The seat fell va-

cant after Rajapaksa’s res-
ignation last week.

The president is empow-
ered to impose emergency
regulations in part 2 of
the public security ordi-
nance which says (a) if the
president is of the opinion
that the police are inade-
quate to deal with a situa-
tion he may gazette an
order calling out the
armed forces to maintain
public order .

This means that securi-
ty forces gain the power to
search, arrest, seize and
remove weapons and ex-
plosives, and enter and
search premises or per-
sons.

Opposition leaders
slammed the move to im-
pose an emergency.

Wickremesinghe declares
emergency in Sri Lanka

Trade union representatives and activists shout slogans
during a protest against Sri Lanka‚Äôs acting president
Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday.

Colombo, Jul 18 (PTI) Sri
Lanka’s Acting President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Monday urged the political
parties to put aside their
differences and form an
all-party government
which would allow the
country to recover from
the economic crisis as he
assured the public that
talks with the IMF were

nearing conclusion.
Wickremesinghe made

the appeal in a special
statement in which he said
that when he took over as
the Prime Minister on May
13, the economy had col-
lapsed.

“Acting President
Wickremesinghe called
upon the political parties
in the country to put aside

their differences and not
allow the country to suffer
over differences over an in-
dividual. He urged them to
come together and form an
All-Party Government
which would allow the
country to recover from
the economic crisis,” ac-
cording to the statement is-
sued by his office on his be-
half.

Wickremesinghe urges political parties

to put aside their differences 

Lahore, Jul 18 (PTI) 

Imran Khan has de-
manded fresh general elec-
tions in Pakistan after his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party routed the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League
party in the crucial
Punjab assembly by-polls,
dealing a major blow to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif whose son Hamza
Shehbaz is all set to lose
his post as chief minister.

The election for the
chief minister will be held
on July 22 on the Supreme
Court’s order and PTI-
PMLQ joint candidate
Chaudhary Parvez Elahi
is likely to be the new chief
minister of the politically

crucial province Punjab.
According to unofficial

results so far, the PTI has
won 15 seats while the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) of Sharif
has just four. An independ-
ent candidate also won.

PTI chairman Khan in a
tweet on Sunday thanked
party workers and voters
of Punjab for defeating,
what he called, not just
PML-N candidates, but the
entire state machinery, es-
pecially harassment by po-
lice and a totally biased
Election Commission of
Pakistan.

He also thanked the PTI
allies PML-Q, Majlis-i-
Wahdatul Muslimeen
(MWM) and Sunni Ittehad

Council (SIC). The only
way forward from here is
to hold fair and free elec-
tions under a credible ECP.
Any other path will only
lead to greater political un-
certainty and further eco-
nomic chaos, Khan, who
was ousted as prime min-
ister in April after he lost a
confidence vote in
Parliament, said.

PTI party’s senior
leader Asad Umar said
Khan would announce the
party strategy after a
meeting of the core com-
mittee on Monday.

He said now the PML-N
is left with only one option
and that is “immediately
calling for fresh general
elections.”

Imran demands fresh general elections in Pak
after impressive show in Punjab by-polls

Palaiochori, Jul 18 (AP) 

Experts investigated a
cargo plane crash in
northern Greece on
Sunday, finding no evi-
dence of dangerous sub-
stances but saying there’s
a lot of ordnance that the
plane was carrying spread
around the crash site.

Serbia’s defence minis-
ter confirmed that all
eight crew members died
in the crash.

The An-12 cargo plane
from Serbia was being
flown by a Ukrainian avia-
tion crew before it
smashed into fields be-
tween two Greek villages

late Saturday. The plane
crashed shortly before 11
pm about 40 kilometers
west of Kavala
International Airport.

Minutes before, the pilot
had told air traffic con-
trollers he had a problem
with one engine and he
had to make an emergency
landing, officials said. He
was directed to Kavala
Airport but never made it
there.

The fuselage of the
Soviet-era four-engine tur-
boprop dragged on the
ground for 170 metres be-
fore it disintegrated.

Locals reported seeing a
fireball and hearing explo-

sions for two hours after
the crash. Drone footage
showed that small frag-
ments were all that is left
of the plane.

Serbian Defence
Minister Nebojsa
Stefanovic told a news con-
ference on Sunday that the
plane’s eight crew mem-
bers were dead.

He said the plane was
carrying 11.5 tons of
Serbian-made mortar am-
munition to Bangladesh,
which was the buyer. It
had taken off from the
Serbian city of Nis and
had been due to make a
stopover in Amman,
Jordan.

Experts comb cargo plane crash site in Greece

Dubai, Jul 18 (AP) 

The United States on
Monday said it had not
sought the arrest of the
former lawyer of slain
Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, contradicting
the United Arab Emirates’
official explanation for the
American citizen’s deten-
tion. The UAE on
Saturday sentenced the
civil rights lawyer, U.S. cit-
izen Asim Ghafoor, to
three years in prison fol-
lowed by deportation on
charges of money laun-
dering and tax evasion.
Ghafoor has rejected the
charges and said he had
no idea he had been con-
victed on the charges at
some point in the past, in

absentia. Policemen ar-
rested him from Dubai
airport on Thursday as he
was transiting to Istanbul
for a wedding and took
him to an Abu Dhabi de-
tention center. An Emirati
court rejected Ghafoor’s
request to be released on
bail Monday as he seeks to
appeal his conviction, said
his lawyer, Faisal Gill. The
UAE portrayed Ghafoor’s
arrest as a coordinated
move with the U.S. to com-
bat transnational crimes,”
saying American authori-
ties had requested Emirati
help with an investigation
into Ghafoor’s alleged tax
evasion and suspicious
money transfers in the au-
tocratic country. But the
U.S. disputed that account,

with the State Department
saying it has not sought
the arrest of Mr. Ghafoor
and referring further
questions to the
Department of Justice.
The Department of
Justice did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for
comment.

Ghafoor sits on the
board of Washington-
based human rights
watchdog Democracy for
the Arab World Now and
was a close friend of
Khashoggi, the dissident
writer and Washington
Post columnist dismem-
bered by Saudi agents in
Istanbul in 2018. He repre-
sented Khashoggi as well
as his fianc e, Hatice
Cengiz.

US disputes UAE’s explanation
of Khashoggi lawyer arrest

Paris, Jul 18 (AP) 

France scrambled
more water-bombing
planes and hundreds
more firefighters to com-
bat spreading wildfires
that were being fed
Monday by hot swirling
winds from a searing
heat wave broiling much
of Europe.

With winds changing
direction, authorities in
southwestern France an-
nounced plans to evacu-
ate more towns and move
out 3,500 people at risk of
finding themselves in the
path of the raging

flames. Three additional
water-bombing planes
were joining six others
already making repeated
runs over the flames and
dense clouds of smoke,
the Interior Ministry
said Sunday night.

It said more than 200
reinforcements were also
being added to the 1,500-
strong force of firefight-
ers battling night and
day to contain the blazes
through the Gironde re-
gion’s tinder-dry pine
forests and sending burn-
ing embers into the air,
further spreading the
flames.

Tokyo, Jul 18 (AP) 

Foreign ministers of
South Korea and Japan
held talks in Tokyo on
Monday in what both
sides said was a renewed
effort to improve bilateral
relations.

The countries’ ties have
been strained mostly over
historical issues, such as
Japan’s colonization of
the Korean Peninsula and
Tokyo’s mobilization of
Korean laborers and sex
slaves leading up to and
during World War II.

At the heart of the dis-
pute are South Korean
court rulings in 2018,
which ordered two
Japanese companies,
Nippon Steel and

Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries, to compensate
forced Korean labourers.
The Japanese companies
have refused to comply
with the rulings, and the
former labourers and
their supporters respond-
ed by pushing for the
forced sale of corporate
assets of Nippon Steel
and Mitsubishi.

Since taking office in
March, South Korea’s
new conservative govern-
ment led by President
Yoon Suk Yeol has been
pushing to improve ties
with Japan and bolster a
trilateral security cooper-
ation with Washington
and Tokyo to better deal
with North Korean nu-
clear threats.

France fights spreading
wildfires as heat wave

fries Europe

Bangkok, Jul 18 (AP) 

Cybersecurity re-
searchers reported details
Monday of cases where
Thai activists involved in
the country’s pro-democ-
racy protests had their cell
phones or other devices in-
fected and attacked with
government-sponsored
spyware.

Investigators of the in-
ternet watchdog groups
Citizen Lab, Thailand’s
Internet Law Reform
Dialogue, or iLaw, and
Digital Reach said at least
30 individuals including
activists, scholars and peo-

ple working with civil soci-
ety groups were targeted
by an unnamed govern-
ment entity or entities for
surveillance with Pegasus,
a spyware produced by the
Israeli-based cybersecuri-
ty company NSO Group.

The reports from the
two groups named many
of those targeted, confirm-
ing earlier reports of the
surveillance, which John
Scott-Railton of Citizen
Lab said shows that gov-
ernments are exploiting
their ability to buy tech-
nologies designed to fight
crime and terrorism to spy
on critics and other pri-

vate citizens.
Citizen Lab believes

there is a fundamental
challenge for civil society,”
John Scott-Railton of
Citizen Lab said in an on-
line presentation at a
briefing in Bangkok. The
attacks on the individuals’
devices spanned from
October 2020 to November
2021, a timing highly rele-
vant to specific Thai po-
litical events since they
took place over the peri-
od of time when pro-
democracy protests
erupted across the coun-
try.

But Scott-Railton said

Citizen Lab, which expos-
es digital espionage cam-
paigns and insecure soft-
ware, believed there was
still an active Pegasus op-
erator in Thailand.

Those whose devices
were attacked were either
involved in the protests in
2020-2021, or were publicly
critical of the Thai monar-
chy. Lawyers who defend-

ed the activists also were
under such digital surveil-
lance, the researchers
said.

The Pegasus spyware is
known for zero-click ex-
ploits, which means it can
be installed remotely onto
a target’s phone without
the target having to click
any links or download soft-
ware.

‘Thai pro-democracy activists hit by spyware’

Japan, South Korea foreign
ministers meet to mend ties

Greenwood (US), Jul 18 

(AP) Three people were
fatally shot and two were
injured Sunday evening at
an Indiana mall after a
man with a rifle opened
fire in a food court and an
armed civilian shot and
killed him, police said.

The man entered the
Greenwood Park Mall
with a rifle and several
magazines of ammunition
and began firing in the
food court, Greenwood
Police Department Chief
Jim Ison said. An armed
civilian killed the man,
Ison said at a news confer-
ence. In total, four people
were killed and two were

injured, he said. Officers
went to the mall at about 6
pm for reports of the
shooting. Authorities are
searching the mall for any
other victims, but they be-
lieve the shooting was con-
tained to the food court.
Police have confiscated a
suspicious backpack that
was in a bathroom near
the food court, Ison said.

I n d i a n a p o l i s
Metropolitan Police and
multiple other agencies
are assisting in the investi-
gation. We are sickened by
yet another type of inci-
dent like this in our coun-
try, Indianapolis Assistant
Chief of Police Chris
Bailey said.

3 dead in Indiana mall shooting

Vinnytsia (Ukraine), Jul 18 (AP) 

As Russian troops
pressed their offensive in
Ukraine’s east,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
fired his state security
chief and prosecutor gen-
eral on Sunday, citing
hundreds of criminal
proceedings into treason
and collaboration by peo-
ple within their depart-
ments and other law en-
forcement agencies.

In particular, more
than 60 employees of the
prosecutor’s office and
the SBU (state security
service) have remained
in the occupied territory
and work against our

state, Zelenskyy said.
Such an array of

crimes against the foun-
dations of the state’s na-

tional security, and the
links recorded between

Ukrainian security forces
and Russian special serv-
ices raise very serious
questions about their re-
spective leaders,’’ he said
in his nightly video ad-
dress to the nation.

Zelenskyy dismissed
Ivan Bakanov, a child-
hood friend and former
business partner whom
he had appointed to head
the SBU. Bakanov had
come under growing crit-
icism over security
breaches since the war
began; Politico last
month cited several
unidentified Ukrainian
and Western sources say-
ing Zelenskyy was look-
ing to replace him.

He also dismissed

Prosecutor General Iryna
Venediktova, and re-
placed her with her
deputy Oleksiy
Symonenko. Venediktova
has helped lead war
crime investigations.

Meanwhile, Russian
missiles hit industrial fa-
cilities earlier Sunday at
Mykolaiv, a key ship-
building center in south-
ern Ukraine. Mayor
Oleksandr Senkevych
said the missiles struck
an industrial and infra-
structure facility.
Mykolaiv has faced regu-
lar Russian missile
strikes in recent weeks as
the Russians have sought
to soften Ukrainian 
defenses.

Zelenskyy fires top security chief and prosecutor

Ukrainian soldiers carry the coffin of a soldier, codename Fanat, killed by the Russian
troops in a battle, during his funeral at St Michael cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday.

"The man who does not
value himself, cannot value
anything or anyone." Ayn
Rand (Alice O'Connor) 

T he quote carries the meaning
of self-confidence. Self-confi-

dence is the attitude about the skill
and abilities of a person. One should
know one's strengths and weaknesses
as well and should have a positive
view of oneself. One needs to have re-
alistic goals and expectations, needs
to communicate assertively and han-
dle criticism and any situation. A man
with lack of self-confidence might be
full of doubt and be passive or submis-
sive. He loses self-reliance too. Again,
the level of confidence is variable. A
person may sometimes be very confi-
dent in academics but lack confidence
in other areas like relationships. A
healthy level of confidence can help
one to become more successful in
personal and professional life. It is
found that people with high confi-
dence level can achieve more in the
academic field. Confidence brings
motivation to people and helps in
achieving goals.

Psychologists explain why there is
lack of confidence in some persons. It
may start from the childhood. If some-
one is not being respected then it can
be terribly humiliating and painful too.
It leads to loss of self-confidence and
may affect life negatively. This results
in indifferent attitude towards other
people. Just as bullying among chil-
dren has its impact, likewise adults
can make each other's life miserable
in various ways. In all cultures there is
bullying and attempts to suppress
others. Sometimes this may be due to
different origin, language, colour,
gender or even religion. This type of

behavior has negative consequences
for the self-confidence of a person.
This sometimes can lead to depres-
sion, insecurity, fear of failure, adjust-
ment problem and loneliness too. The
person who treats others as inferior is
not usually aware of the conse-
quences that it may have on others.
Now the social media is also used for
bullying and to put others down, and it
is another factor for loss of self-confi-
dence. The person who indulges in
such activity does not care about the
other person as he does not have to
confront the victim. This can be horri-
fying. The other factor may be the un-
certainty which can arise in various
ways. It often starts in early days, may
be due to the affect of bullying. If
someone has a dominating parent or
proactive parent, then that person too
may become insecure. The result of
this insecurity is that you may think
negatively about yourself.

A confident person bears a few
specific qualities like being open-
minded, being able to celebrate oth-
ers' success, optimistic, willing to take
risks, decisive, being able to admit
his/her mistakes, laugh at
himself/herself and always having a
mind to learn and grow. A confident
person is always a successful one in
all fields. Such persons have an edge
at home, at work, in relationships etc.
The most positive aspect of confident
persons is better performance. They
pursue their work without considering
the drawbacks and ultimately they
perform better. Confident persons
can develop a healthier relationship
and understand others well. They are
more resilience as they believe in
themselves. They have the ability to
bounce back and tackle any chal-
lenges that they face. They are always
open to try new things.

Persons without self-confidence
believe that he/she cannot do the
work or the task offered. It's not their
cup of tea. The think 'I can never do
such work, if I do, I can never finish',
etc. This is a negative mindset and
shows lack of self-confidence. Often
these people are close-minded, pes-
simistic, and afraid of change, hide
flaws, are indecisive, make a variety
of excuses, blame others and even
feel jealous of others' success. Such
people are insecure and lack of self-

confidence. However, if such feelings
prevail in the mind of someone, they
need not worry at all. There are ways
to build up one's self-confidence. The
only thing is that you have to work
from your end and have to try to de-
velop self-esteem. You have to make
the effort for yourself. If you lack con-
fidence in one area and dare not
struggle against it, then you cannot
boost your confidence. But if you start
doing something about it, then you
become more confident and finally
your confidence level is boosted for
other aspects too. Various psychologi-
cal studies and spiritual gurus/work-
ers suggest many things to develop
self-confidence. The most important
one is to stop comparing yourself to
others in matters of looks, perform-
ance, salary, nature of work, status
etc. The social comparison theory ex-
plains that comparison is natural, but
it is not going to help to boost your
confidence level. 

Rather, it may have the opposite ef-
fect. Researchers have found that
when people compared themselves to
others, they usually experienced envy.
It's always compounding in nature as
the more envy they have, the worse
they felt about themselves. To get rid
of this one should think that life is not
a competition and everyone has
his/her own goal. Everyone is unique
and blessed, and each person should
try to locate the point of capability
that can help to focus his/her life.
Secondly, persons who lack confi-
dence should have companions who
are positive-minded. You have to de-
tect the friends who think positively
about you. One the other hand, you
have to consider leaving the friends
who are not helpful or do not have
positive thoughts about you. It is said
that self-confidence and a positive at-
titude go hand-in-hand.

The third way is self-compassion.
You have to consider yourself with
kindness when you make a mistake,
fail in something or have a bad expe-
rience. This helps you to be more flex-
ible emotionally and enhances you to
connect with yourself and others.
Studies show that there is connection
between compassion and self-confi-
dence. So, if a situation arises that
may leave you feeling imperfect or a
failure, it should be considered as

part of the game and human exis-
tence. This is needed to analyze with
compassion and use the experience
for good in future. The fourth way to
build self-confidence is positive self-
talk. Negative self-talk limits the abili-
ty and confidence of a person. If there
is feeling in the back of your mind
that you can't do it, can't handle, too
hard to try etc., the positive self-talk
can help to build up confidence to
overcome self-doubt to face chal-
lenges. When the feelings of 'I can't
handle it' or 'this is impossible' arise,
then think 'I can do it' or 'I have to do
it' etc. If you end up with failure, also
think at least 'I have learned some-
thing and I will try harder next time'.
This will definitely help to build up
strength of confidence with positive
self-talk. Moreover, you have to face
your own challenge, so face it and
conquer it. If you avoid and do not
face anything you will not know the
depth of your capabilities. So you
have to face it and avoid fear as well.
Feeling fearful or anxious about los-
ing is not at all bad, but if you move
forward and try to gain more confi-
dence, so that you are prepared to
take more risks in future. 

A healthy lifestyle also plays a role
in building up self-confidence. A
good, healthy diet, timely and ade-
quate sleep, keeping the body fit,
meditation, positive body language
and maintaining a positive environ-
ment definitely help in taking one's
self-confidence to a higher level.
Developing a good habit, reviewing
past achievements or failures, and
setting targeted goals to improve
self-esteem will definitely help to
build one's self-confidence. Once a
positive image is projected to others,
then it helps in developing self-confi-
dence and others are more likely to
respond well. And this positive feed-
back will help further to believe in
yourself. Self-confidence is vital in
every aspect of our life, though many
people struggle to attain it most of
the time. Unfortunately, it becomes a
vicious cycle and people lacking in
self-confidence are less likely to be
successful in their work. Confident
people always inspire others like their
co-workers, seniors, customers,
friends and their audience too. Thus,
gaining confidence of others is one of
the key ways to succeed in life.
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PM on freebies
While inaugurating the vari-

ous projects in UP the PM also

spoken on culture of freebies

being adopted by many states

which is ultimately harming

the progress of the country.

Recently Panjab govt had de-

clared that everyhousehold

will get there hundred units of

electricity from this month.

Moreover Panjab govt had de-

clared in the manifesto of the

party that every female above

eighteen years will get rupees

one thousand per month and it

has not been still implemented

due to non availability of funds

at present. Before us is the ex-

ample of Sri Lanka whose

economy had been shattered

due to wrong economic policies

including the various schemes

of freebies and at present that

country had no foreign re-

serves. India is a democratic

country and it is the social re-

sponsibility of government to

take care of their citizens and

due to this reason subsidised

wheat and rice is being provid-

ed to the eligible persons. In

this row free gas cylinder,

Ayushman Bharat schemes

and such type of various

schemes had been declared by

the Central government. To

compensate these schemes govt

had now increased the GST and

also to equalise the import Bill

of oil and petrol. Govt had en-

hanced the rate of domestic gas

which is must to balance the

import Bill. Any kind of unpro-

ductive freebies are totally

harmful for the nation and

every state government should

avoid such kind of incentive

schemes. Every state should

take the remedial measures so

that economy of the country do

not deteriorate which is al-

ready under the pressure due

to the Ukraine war as well as

due to the increase of interest

rates in USA.

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar 

Word meanings
The Lok Sabha Speaker has

done a wise thing by saying

that there is no blanket ban on

any word in the House and the

context of usage would deter-

mine whether a particular

word would be expunged from

the records. By themselves

words have no meaning, it is

assigned to them and they are

not impervious to change.

National security and national

pride are the preferred matrix

around which narratives are

woven to create contexts and

install new meanings. When

India endorses declarations at

international forums uphold-

ing media freedom, right to dis-

sent, freedom of expression,

inclusive growth, and suchlike

lofty ideals, it jars with the

real-life situation. ‘When I use

a word,’ Humpty Dumpty said

in an authoritative tone, ‘it

means just what I choose it to

mean — neither more nor less.’

To this Alice said, ‘The ques-

tion is, whether you can make

words mean so many different

things.’ Undoubtedly, our

politicians are capable of per-

forming this feat!

Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he Ukraine war entered its 145th day on July 18 giving no signs of
ending. In the initial days, there were some efforts for active nego-

tiations but since then, it has been converted into an open confrontation be-
tween Russia and Ukraine backed by the USA and NATO. Sanctions against
Russia by the western nations have failed to make any deep adverse impact
on the Russian economy though the high energy prices have wrecked the
western economies. President Biden had a major responsibility in bringing
peace in Ukraine by talking to the Russians, but he took a one sided position
and used the occasion to influence the areas of NATO influence and endors-
ing the positioning of more troops in borders along Russia. The encourage-
ment to some of the non aligned countries of Europe to join NATO was factor
which has angered President Putin. Though the US forces are not directly
participating in war against Russia in Ukraine, the US armed forces are help-
ing the Ukrainians through proxies as the Americans have done in many
other countries. United States Special Operational forces have been involved
in at least 23 secretive proxy wars across the world on a scale far greater
than previously known, new documents indicate. A report published by US
website The Intercept detailed the secretive 127e Pentagon programme
with at least 14 operations across the Middle East and Asia Pacific region as
recently as 2020. In total, US commandos conducted 23 clandestine proxy
wars across the world at a total cost of $310 million between 2017 and 2020,
according to documents obtained via the Freedom of Information Act.
Retired army general Joseph Votel, who headed both Special Operations
Command and Central Command, confirmed the existence of previously un-
revealed 127e “counterterrorism” efforts in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and
Yemen. He told The Intercept that the 127e in Lebanon was codenamed Lion
Hunter. Mr Votel also acknowledged previously unknown 127e programmes
in Syria; Yemen, known as Yukon Hunter; and Egypt, codenamed Enigma
Hunter. In Lebanon, the US entered a partnership with the G2 Strike Force,
or G2SF, an elite special unit of the Lebanese military, the documents show.
A former senior defence official, who requested anonymity to discuss a clas-
sified programme, confirmed that an earlier version of the 127e programme
had also been in place in Iraq. Another secretive US mission was carried out
in Tunisia under the code name Obsidian Tower which allied with local proxy
forces in 2017. The clandestine programme comes from the US Code Section
127e and was previously known to have been in operation across Africa,
using “surrogate teams” in direct action and reconnaissance missions.
Under its auspices the Defence Secretary can spend up to $100 million dur-
ing a fiscal year to support “foreign forces, irregular forces, groups, or indi-
viduals” combating terrorism. The obscure funding authority allows US com-
mandos to conduct so-called counterterrorism operations “by, with and
through” foreign and irregular partners across the world. According to The
Intercept, basic information about these missions — where they are con-
ducted, their frequency and targets, and the foreign forces the US relies on
to carry them out — are unknown even to most members of relevant con-
gressional committees and key State Department personnel. The Pentagon
and Special Operations Command refused to comment on the 127e authori-
ty. “We do not provide information about 127e programmes because they
are classified,” Socom spokesman Ken McGraw said. Critics of the 127e pro-
gramme have warned that the operations could be unlawful and lack the
congressional authorisation for overseas military operations required by the
US Constitution. Mr. Joe Biden was elected President in 2020 elections de-
feating the right wing Republican Donald Trump who was in favour of
regime change policy in the countries which acted against the interests of
the USA. President Biden as a nominee of the Democratic Party was sup-
posed to change that Trump policy in favour of values which the Democratic
Party upholds. The continuing activities of the US armed forces show that
not much has changed since Trump era in terms of foreign policy. 

US forces are involved in 
at least 23 Proxy Wars
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Kanwariyas (Lord Shiva devotees) at the Har Ki Pauri ghat on the first Somwar (Monday) of the holy month of Shravan,
in Haridwar, Monday, July 18.

Self-Confidence: The Pillar of Success

HAR KI PAURI GHAT

PROF (DR) KARUNA HAZARIKA

D rinking green tea may not
only help in reducing your

waistline, but may also prove
beneficial in lowering diabetes,
finds a study. Type 2 diabetes is a
significant global public health
challenge and is projected to af-
fect 693 million people by 2045. It
is associated with adverse health
outcomes including heart attack,
stroke, blindness, kidney failure,
and amputation as well as is one
of the leading risk factors for
premature mortality. The study,
based on a meta-analysis of 27 trials
published in Nutrition and
Metabolism journal, showed that
green tea intake had a favourable effect
on fasting blood glucose concentration.
However, green tea intake did not sig-
nificantly affect fasting blood insulin
or HbA1c - a test that measures the
amount of blood sugar (glucose) at-
tached to haemoglobin.

A team from the Huazhong
University of Science and Technology
in China examined the results of 27
studies that involved 2,194 participants.
The pooled results showed that green
tea significantly lowered fasting blood

glucose. Even as short-term trials
showed green tea supplementation “sig-
nificantly reduced fasting glucose",
long-term trials assessing the effects of
green tea supplementation on glycemic
control are needed, the team said.
Green tea is produced from the fresh
leaves of Camellia sinensis and has
played an important dietary and medic-
inal role throughout history, particular-
ly in Asian countries. It contains a vari-
ety of effective compounds including
antioxidants, vitamins, carbohydrates,
protein, minerals, and flavonoid-like
polyphenols, which may be beneficial
in the prevention of diabetes.

Green tea may significantly help
in lowering diabetes: Study

P olitical signals emanating from Bihar are important for two major rea-
sons – first, these could drastically alter the contours of politics in the

state, and secondly, it could potentially impact the communal politics across
the country. The most recent changes include defection in All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) led by Asaduddin Owaisi. Four out of five of its
MLAs have defected to (Rashtriya Janata Dal) RJD led by Tejaswi Yadav
pushing the latter’s tally in the 243 member Bihar Vidhan Sabha to 80. If we
consider RJD’s position alone, the simple comparison of its present strength
with the 2020 Bihar Vidhan Sabha election result, we find that the party has
been able to increase its tally by five seats while maintaining it being largest
political party in the legislative assembly. Now RJD’s political strength and
clout has clearly improved to a level of 2015 general election in the state. It
means, the RJD has clearly been able to reverse its fall in terms of seats in
the Bihar Vidhan Sabha. As the swelling of a mound suggest proportionate
digging of earth somewhere, the swelling of the number of MLAs in RJD
camp clearly indicates weakening of other political parties in their opposi-
tion. The direct impact is on Owaisi’s panIndia party ambitions. He has been
championing Muslim politics in the country for quite some time and his
party AIMIM had been able to win 5 seats in the 2020 Bihar Vidhan Sabha
election. Defecting four of them is a severe blow to his Muslim politics and
his dreams. The immediate adverse effect of this defection is seen in ground
level Muslim politics in the four districts of Seemanchal regions of Bihar
comprising Kishangaj, Araria, Purnia, and Katihar where AIMIM has contest-
ed 24 seats and won five. This defection is seen as change in the defecting
MLA’s mind in particular and Muslim’s political psyche in general. It is in fact
a realization among them that consolidation of Muslim votes under AIMIM’s
communal Muslim politics has ultimately been strengthening the Hindutva
communal politics of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and harming the real
interest of the Muslim community that has been at receiving end under the
NDA government in the state and the centre. It is not a small setback for the
AIMIM, the Hyderabad-centric outfit having a dream of becoming pan-India
force to reckon with, since it has been delivered to the party only months
after the setback it received during the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion. The changing Muslim’s political psyche was obvious and by and large
the Muslim voters voted for Akhilesh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party (SP). In both
the states, Muslim voters now seem not only on denial mode to play the
communal Muslim politics of Owaisi, but are also denying support to the
non-communal political parties which are in alliance with BJP as Janata Dal
(United) in Bihar, or perceived as a suspect or detrimental to their interest
as Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in Uttar Pradesh. Showing a clear mature vot-
ing preference to parties like SP and RJD having an impeccable track record
of anti-BJP and anti-Hindutva politics, is a step forward in political arena of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, if spread to other parts of the country, it may dras-
tically alter the political fortunes of communal political parties like AIMIM
and the BJP during the 2024 Lok Sabha election. As of Bihar politics, the de-
fection is important for other reasons too. It was only few months back in
March this year, three MLAs of Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) have joined the
BJP taking the party’s strength in Bihar Vidhan Sabha to 77 and gained the tag
of largest political party in the legislative assembly overtaking the RJD’s
strength of 75 at that time.. However, now RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav paid
them with the same coin by getting 4 MLAs from AIMIM, and overtaking the
BJP’s tally and becoming again the largest political party in the Bihar Vidhan
Sabha. With this change, as of June 30, 2022, 243-member Bihar Vidhan
Sabha has 80 members from RJD, 19 from Indian National Congress (INC), 12
from Communist Party of India (MarxistLeninist) Liberation, 4 from
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular) the HAM(S), 2 from Communist Party of
India (Marxist), 2 from Communist Party of India (CPI), 1 from AIMIM, 77
from the BJP, 45 from JD(U), and 1 independent. The JD(U) leader and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s disquiet is therefore understandable. Even in
OBC politics he is not faring well because he has been unable to enlarge his
caste support base chiefly beyond Kurmis. Moreover, his alliance partner BJP,
realizing the limit of communal politics is trying its best to grab more benefit
from the very OBC politics that is mainstay of the JD(U). Additionally, RJD is
the chief beneficiary of the OBC politics, and it seems enlarging its caste sup-
port base beyond Yadavas. Its YM (Yadav-Muslim) equation is again becoming
stronger, and is most likely to put stronger fight both to JD(U) and the BJP in-
dividually, and also NDA jointly if both the party do not part their ways before
the Lok Sabha Election in 2024. Disquieted Nitish Kumar has also been unhap-
py with its alliance partner BJP for quite some time. 

RJD’s expanding base is
worrying Nitish Kumar
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P eople who frequently eat fruit are
more likely to report greater posi-

tive mental wellbeing and are less likely
to report symptoms of depression than
those who do not, according to research.
On the other hand, people who eat
savoury snacks such as crisps, which
are low in nutrients, are more likely to
report greater levels of anxiety, said re-
searchers from Aston University in the
UK. Published in the British Journal of
Nutrition, the study surveyed 428 adults
from across the UK and looked at the re-
lationship between their consumption
of fruit, vegetables, sweet and savoury
food snacks, and their psychological
health. The results showed that both nu-
trient-rich fruit and nutrient-poor
savoury snacks appeared to be linked to
psychological health. But no direct asso-
ciation was found between eating veg-
etables and psychological health.

“Very little is known about how diet
may affect mental health and wellbeing,
and while we did not directly examine
causality here, our findings could sug-
gest that frequently snacking on nutri-
ent-poor savoury foods may increase
everyday mental lapses, which in turn
reduces psychological health,” said

Nicola-Jayne Tuck lead author and doc-
toral student at the varsity. “Both fruit
and vegetables are rich in antioxidants,
fibre and essential micronutrients
which promote optimal brain function,
but these nutrients can be lost during
cooking. As we are more likely to eat
fruit raw, this could potentially explain
its stronger influence on our psycholog-
ical health,” Tuck said. Based on the
survey, the more often people ate fruit,
the lower they scored for depression
and the higher for mental wellbeing, in-
dependent of the overall quantity of
fruit intake. People who frequently
snacked on nutrient-poor savoury foods
(such as crisps) were more likely to ex-
perience ‘everyday mental lapses’
(known as subjective cognitive failures)
and report lower mental wellbeing.

Can eating fruit more often 
keep depression at bay?
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Endorsement

New Delhi: Underdog
Athletics, the exclu-
sive distributor and li-
censee for Under
Armour in the Indian
market, has partnered
with Olympic gold-
medallist Neeraj
Chopra to endorse the
brand. As part of the
partnership, Chopra
would appear in the
marketing and brand
campaign of Under
Armour in India,
which manufactures
and sells footwear,
sports and casual ap-
parel. Neeraj Chopra
said: “I believe that
the right athletic gear
makes a significant
difference in an ath-
lete’s performance,
and I look forward to
using the brand’s in-
novative products to
further improve my
fitness and perform
better.” Underdog
Athletics Managing
Director Tushar
Goculdas said this
move is an important
part of the company’s
strategy to build sus-
tainable long-term
growth for Under
Armour in India.

Partnership 
conclave 

New Delhi: Key poli-
cymakers from India
and African nations
will brainstorm on
strategies on trade, in-
vestments and knowl-
edge exchange to cre-
ate shared value for
business and industry
between the two na-
tions at a two-day con-
clave scheduled to be
held here from
Tuesday. External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and
Minister of
Commerce & Industry,
Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public
Distribution and
Textiles Piyush Goyal
are also expected to at-
tend the 17th CII
EXIM Bank Conclave
on India-Africa
Growth Partnership.
“The conclave will
focus on project ex-
ports, trade, invest-
ments, exchange of
knowledge and expert-
ise creating shared
value for business and
industry at large be-
tween India and
Africa,” CII said.

Electric 
two-wheeler

New Delhi: Contrary
to popular belief,
adoption of electric
two-wheelers is on an
uptrend in semi-
urban and rural areas
thanks to subsidised
power that helps users
cut the running cost of
a vehicle, according to
Shriram City Union
Finance MD and CEO
YS Chakravarti. Even
as the overall sales of
two-wheelers have not
returned to pre-
COVID levels and that
people are also post-
poning their purchas-
es due to higher run-
ning costs with petrol
becoming costlier, a
lot of demand is com-
ing from rural and
semi-urban areas.

HAPPIEST HEALTH

Executive Chairman of Happiest Minds Technologies Limited Ashok Soota addresses the launch event of the
website of Happiest Health, a global health and wellness knowledge enterprise, in Bengaluru.

New Delhi, Jul 18: 

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday informed the Lok
Sabha that a few states in-
cluding Telangana have
sought a five-year exten-
sion for the compensation
paid to them for revenue
shortfall due to GST imple-
mentation. As per section
18 of the Constitution
(One Hundred and First
Amendment) Act, 2016,
Parliament shall, by law,
on the recommendation of
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council, pro-
vide for compensation to
the states for loss of rev-
enue arising on account of
implementation of the
goods and services tax for
a period of five years.
When a nationwide GST
subsumed 17 central and
state levies from July 1,
2017, it was decided that
states will be compensated
for any loss of revenue
from the new tax for five
years. That timeframe has

ended on June 30 this year.
GST Council, in its 42nd
meeting, has recommend-
ed extending the period of
levy of GST
Compensation cess be-
yond June 2022 to cover
the entire shortfall as well
as servicing the back-to-
back loan released to
states to meet their re-
source gap due to the short
release of compensation,
she said in a written reply
to Lok Sabha. Centre bor-
rowed Rs 1.1 lakh crore in
2020-21 and Rs 1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-to-
back loans to meet part of
the shortfall in cess collec-
tion, she said. In addition,
she said, the government

of India has further re-
leased Rs 86,912 crore to
states/UTs on May 31, 2022
and cleared the entire pro-
visionally admissible GST
compensation due till May,
2022. This decision was
taken to assist the states in
managing their resources
and ensuring that their
programmes especially
the expenditure on capital
is carried out successfully
during the financial year,
she said. This decision has
been taken despite the fact
that only about Rs 25,000
crore was available in the
GST Compensation Fund,
she said, adding, the bal-
ance Rs 62,000 crore was
released by the Centre
from its own resources
pending collection of cess.

As a result of the contin-
ued reforms in GST under-
taken by Centre and states,
on the recommendations
of the GST Council, the fi-
nance minister said, buoy-
ancy in GST revenue has
been achieved in the re-
cent months.

Few states seek extension of GST
compensation for 5 years: FM

New Delhi, Jul 18:  

Investors became richer
by over Rs 4.73 lakh crore
in two days of market
rally amid an overall firm
trend in global equities.

On Monday, the 30-share
BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 760.37 points or
1.41 per cent to settle at
54,521.15. On Friday, the
benchmark had climbed
344.63 points or 0.65 per
cent to 53,760.78. The two-
day rally has added Rs
4,73,814.1 crore to the mar-
ket capitalisation of BSE-
listed firms, which now
stands at Rs 2,55,39,794.75
crore. “Firm global cues
bolstered market senti-
ment as the benchmark
Sensex closed above the
psychological 54,000-mark
on strong all-round buying

support. The recent sell-off
had made some stocks at-
tractive, hence traders
bought IT, metals & tele-
com stocks,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd. Among the
Sensex constituents,
IndusInd Bank, Infosys,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Axis Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and
UltraTech Cement were
the major gainers on

Monday. Dr Reddy’s Lab,
HDFC Bank, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, Nestle,
Hindustan Unilever and
HDFC were the laggards.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said markets
are largely mirroring
their global counterparts,
especially the US while do-
mestic factors like macro-
economic data and earn-
ings cause volatile swings
in between. “Markets
started the week on a
buoyant note and gained
nearly one and a half per
cent, tracking firm global
cues.

After the gap-up start,
the benchmark gradually
inched higher as the day
progressed and finally set-
tled around the day’s
high,” Mishra added.

Equity investors richer by over
Rs 4.73 lakh cr in two days
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Retirement fund body EPFO is
likely to approve this month a
proposal to enhance its invest-
ments in equites to up to 20 per
cent of the investible deposits
from the current limit of 15 per
cent. The proposal is expected
to be considered and approved
during the EPFO trustees’ meet-
ing scheduled to be held on July
29 and 30, according to a
source. At present, EPFO can
investment 5 to 15 per cent of
the investible deposits in equity
or equity-related schemes. The
proposal to revise the limit to 20
per cent has been vetted and
approved by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation’s
(EPFO) advisory body Finance
Audit and Investment
Committee (FAIC). The recom-
mendation of FAIC will be
placed before the EPFO apex
decision making body — Central

Board of Trustees (CBT) — for
consideration and approval.
“The Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) headed by Union Labour
Minister is likely to approve the
recommendation of the FAIC for
increasing the investment in
equity and equity related
scheme to 5-20 per cent from
existing 5-15 per cent,” the
source said. In a written reply to
Lok Sabha on Monday, Minister
of State for Labour and
Employment Rameshwar Teli
said, “FIAC, a sub-committee of
CBT, EPF, has recommended for
the proposal to increase invest-
ment in equity and related
investments in category IV of
the Pattern of Investment from
5-15 per cent to 5-20 per cent
for consideration of CBT, EPF.”
EPFO had started investing in
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs)
in August 2015, putting 5 per
cent of its investible deposits in
stock-linked products.

EPFO likely to enhance investment
limit in equities to 20 per cent

New Delhi, Jul 18:

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the RBI has
expressed concerns over
cryptocurrencies saying
that they should be prohib-
ited as they can have desta-
bilising effect on the mon-
etary and fiscal stability.
“In view of the concerns
expressed by the RBI on
the destabilising effect of
cryptocurrencies on the
monetary and fiscal stabil-
ity of a country, the RBI
has recommended for
framing of legislation on
this sector.

The RBI is of the view
that cryptocurrencies
should be prohibited,” she
said in a written reply to
the Lok Sabha. She said
the RBI had registered its
concern over the adverse

effect of cryptocurrencies
on the Indian economy.
The RBI mentioned that
cryptocurrencies are not a
currency because every
modern currency needs to
be issued by the central
bank or the government,
she said.

Further, she said, the
value of fiat currencies is
anchored by monetary pol-
icy and their status as
legal tender, however the
value of cryptocurrencies
rests solely on the specula-
tions and expectations of
high returns that are not
well anchored, so it will
have a destabilising effect
on the monetary and fiscal
stability of a country.
Cryptocurrencies are by
definition borderless and
require international col-
laboration to prevent regu-
latory arbitrage.

RBI wants govt to prohibit
cryptocurrencies: Sitharaman

Mumbai, Jul 18: 

Jaguar Land Rover
India  announced that it
has begun deliveries of
the all-New Range Rover.
The new luxury SUV
maintains its compelling
combination of effortless
performance and peerless
refinement with a compre-
hensive line-up of ad-
vanced six and eight-cylin-
der powertrains.

Itis available with a 3.0 l
petrol engine, delivering
power of 294 kW and
torque of 550 Nm or the 3.0
l diesel engine, delivering
power of 258 kW and
torque of 700 Nm.

Also, a powerful new
petrol engine, 4.4 l Twin
Turbo V8 delivering power
of 390 kW and torque of
750 Nm, is available that
ensures increased refine-
ment and performance.

Rohit Suri, President and
Managing Director,
Jaguar Land Rover India,
said:

“The New Range Rover
is the epitome of exclusivi-
ty andmodern luxury,that
strikes the perfect balance
ofpeerless refinementwith
technological sophistica-
tion. It is truly,the most de-
sirable vehicle meant for
the most discerning of
customers.”

The New Range Rover is
available with five seats in
both Standard (SWB) and
Long Wheelbase (LWB)
body designs and an op-
tion of a third row for ex-
tended comfort for up to
seven adults in the
LWB.Deliveries have com-
menced for the SE, HSE
and Autobiography mod-
els, in addition to the First
Edition model available
throughout the first year
of production.

New Range Rover deliveries begin in India

Mumbai, Jul 18: 

On World Youth Skills
Day, Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium,reaffirms its
commitment to scaling up-
skill development pro-
grams for rural youth,
helping them learn em-
ployable skills and find
livelihood opportunities.
Through various skill de-
velopment initiatives, the
company has, till date,
helped more than 12,000
youth get trained in solar
energy technology, house-
keeping, industrial sewing
machine operations, tai-
loring, food & beverage,
electricals, fitting & weld-
ing, advanced agriculture,
etc. and find lucrative em-
ployment in various in-
dustries. Speaking about

the company’s approach,
Mr. Rahul Sharma, CEO -
Vedanta Aluminium, said,
“Creating sustainable
livelihoods through skill
development is fundamen-
taltoourvision for sustain-
able development in the re-
gions where we operate.

India’s future aspirations
hinge on its young, talent-
ed workforce having the
right skills as the future of
work evolves rapidly. By
creating avenues for the
local youth to get trained
in such skills, Vedanta
Aluminium is helping

them seek gainful employ-
ment both within their
communities and beyond,
therebytransforming the
socio-economic fabric at
grassroots.” Earlier this
year, Vedanta Aluminium
launched a skill develop-
ment program for the com-
munities in the vicinity of
its alumina refinery at
Lanjigarh, in Kalahandi
district of Odisha.

The first batch of 29 stu-
dents who underwent this
program are now em-
ployed in some of India’s
top hospitality sector play-
ers.This is significant,
since Lanjigarh is located
in one of the remotest re-
gions of India, with not
many education and liveli-
hood opportunities for the
youth to chase their aspi-
rations.

Vedanta Aluminium reaffirms 
commitment to empowering rural youth 

Mumbai, Jul 18:

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty spurted over 1 per
cent on Monday following
hectic buying in IT, oil and
gas and banking shares
bolstered by firm global
trends. Rising for a second

straight session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex rallied
760.37 points or 1.41 per
cent to settle at 54,521.15.
During the day, it jumped
795.88 points or 1.48 per
cent to 53,760.78. The
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 229.30 points or

1.43 per cent to 16,278.50 as
41 of its constituents ad-
vanced. Stock markets
opened on a positive note
following gains in Asian
markets. Key indices ex-
tended gains in afternoon
session after buying in IT,
banking, teck and capital
goods stocks. “Gains in
frontline blue-chip stocks
such as Infosys, Tech
Mahindra also helped to
lift the markets,” said
Narendra Solanki, Head
Fundamental Research -
Anand Rathi-Investment
Services. Among Sensex
constituents, IndusInd
Bank rose the most by 4.36
per cent. IT companies
ended their losing run
with Infosys rising by 4.16
per cent, Tech Mahindra
by 3.67 per cent, Wipro by
2.77 per cent and TCS by
2.23 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty climb over 1 pc
amid firm global market trends

Mumbai, Jul 18: For the
first time, the rupee de-
clined to the low level of 80
against the US dollar in
intra-day spot trading on
Monday before ending the
session 16 paise lower at
79.98 (provisional) amid a
surge in crude oil prices
and unrelenting foreign
fund outflows. At the inter-
bank forex market, the
local unit opened at 79.76
against the greenback but
lost ground to touch the
psychological low mark of
80 against the American
currency. The local unit
clawed back some lost
ground and closed at 79.98
(provisional), registering a
fall of 16 paise over its pre-
vious close. On Friday, the
rupee rebounded from the
near-80 levels to close high-
er by 17 paise at 79.82

against the US currency.
According to Sriram

Iyer, Senior Research
Analyst at Reliance
Securities, the Indian
rupee depreciated against
the dollar on Monday after
testing new lows as rising
crude prices and persist-
ent foreign fund outflows
weighed on the currency.

Rupee settles at 79.98
against US dollar

Touches 80-mark for first time in intra-day trade
Mumbai, Jul 18: 

Amazon is all set to host
the biggest Prime Day in
India to help Prime mem-
bers in India‘Discover
Joy’. It kicks off on
Saturday July 23, 2022, at
12:00 AM and runs
through July 24, 2022.

It’s time to sit back,
relax, and enjoy all the
blockbuster entertain-
ment and shop to your
heart’s content because
Amazon will offer its
Prime members the best
deals and savings across
categories.

It is that time of the
year, when members can
grab all they need by
availing thousands of
deals across
Smartphones, Consumer
Electronics, TVs,
Appliances, Amazon

Devices, Fashion &
Beauty, Home & Kitchen,
Furniture, Everyday
Essentials and more.

Prime is enjoyed by
more than 200 million
Prime members in 25
countries including India.
Not a member yet? Join
Prime for INR 1,499/year
or INR 179 for one month
atamazon.in/primeto
enjoy Prime benefits such
as free & fast delivery, un-
limited video, ad-free
music, exclusive deals,
free in-game content on
popular mobile games,
and more.

Additionally, 18-24-year-
old customers can avail
the Youth Offer and get
50% off on their Prime
membership by simply
verifying their age on
Amazon after signing up
for Prime.

Amazon unboxes Prime
Day 2022 deals in India

ACROSS

1. Trade

5. Nothing more than

9. Made a choice

14. Fork point

15. Tehran’s land

16. ____ minister

17. Take turns

19. Uncanny

20. Sound systems

21. Map parts

22. Small bombs

25. Radar’s kin

29. Irritated

30. Poet’s above

33. Location

34. ____ standstill (2 wds.)

35. Ashen

36. Metal bolt

37. Long, long ____

38. Of the smelling organ

39. December 24 and 31

40. Health resort

41. Upper class

42. Wriggly fish

43. Malt brews

45. Desirable quality

46. “Alien Vs. ____”

48. Published

51. Foes

56. Barton or Bow

57. Deep respect

59. Roof overhangs

60. Diva’s solo

61. Yearn

62. Like honey

63. Foot part

64. Norse god

DOWN

1. Amtrak terminals (abbr.)

2. Droop

3. Opening bet

4. Equal

5. Underage person

6. Pencil end

7. Informer

8. Compass point (abbr.)

9. Unwrapped

10. Printing machine

11. Become weary

12. Give forth

13. Bad grades

18. Feel sorry about

21. Suggestion

23. ____ Falls

24. Choir voice

25. Shopping frenzy

26. Cook’s oil

27. ____ orange

28. Top pilots

30. Fertile desert spot

31. Make happy

32. Lease again

35. Companions

37. Mocked

38. Less far

40. Plant’s beginning

43. Chicken part

44. Musician ____ Wonder

46. Blender setting

47. Shaquille ____

48. Frosts

49. Cabbage dish

50. Preserve

52. Vegetarian’s taboo

53. Foot part

54. Repeat

55. Fortuneteller

57. Cheer sound

58. Before, in poems
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Your incredible passion and creativity are tak-

ing center stage, Aquarius. It’s also quite pos-

sible that there’s a great restlessness within

you egging you on to take things to the next

level. Combine your powers of dedication

with your flair for the dramatic to accomplish

whatever it is your heart desires. You have

the power within you to shine especially

bright on a day like today.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may be feeling a bit reserved today,
Pisces, especially when it comes to issues
involving love and romance. Follow your
instincts and know that your hesitation
isn’t unfounded. Sometimes it’s good to
slow down and question the road you’re
on. Just don’t doubt yourself to the point
that you become too frustrated that you
can’t take the next big step forward.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Reclaim control of things that might be
holding you back now, Aries. You may find
that there’s an element of restriction to the
day that’s keeping you from getting where
you want to be. Try the best you can to relax
and stabilize your emotions. Interaction
with people who are older and wiser is like-
ly to shed some important perspective on
things today. Heed advice from those who
have been through similar situations.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Be selective when it comes to expressing

your passion today, Taurus. Remember that

less is more. You don’t have to use a tremen-

dous number of bells and whistles in order to

get your point across. Let your actions be

minimal but meaningful. You can say a great

deal with few words. There’s more to your

glance than meets the eye. The unwary prey

has no chance against your hypnotic stare.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

In general, your spirit is upbeat, freedom lov-

ing, and adventurous, Gemini. Today, however,

you might find that it’s a bit more intense and

possibly somber, especially when it comes to

romantic issues. This approach to matters of

the heart isn’t exactly your normal style, but

you’re apt to find that it’s appropriate for your

situation now. Make sure you have the right

tools for the job at hand.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It’s important for you not to overanalyze every

little detail of your situation now, Cancer,

especially when it comes to love and romance

issues. You could be jumping to ridiculous con-

clusions based purely on circumstantial evi-

dence. Don’t lose sleep over things that you

don’t even know to be true. Release your stran-

glehold on certain issues and concentrate on

simply rebuilding your own self-confidence.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

When it comes to love and romance, you may find

yourself in a bit of a pickle, Leo. There’s a request

for greater commitment now. You may be unsure

about how to respond. You may hesitate to give

up the sense of freedom that you hold so dear.

Recognize the importance of a close connection

with one other person. Give yourself the opportu-

nity to experience this kind of intense relationship

on a more permanent basis.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your romantic, sensitive nature comes alive
today, Virgo, and you may find yourself
searching for the security of a close lover.
You’re apt to be pickier than usual - not just
anyone will do anymore. There is a longing
within you for the company of someone
who shares your deep intuitive understand-
ing of people, emotions, and life in general.
Don’t settle for anything less.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Tension in your romantic life is apt to well up

today, Libra. More than likely, there are cer-

tain responsibilities that you feel you have to

attend to that take you away from your inti-

mate experience with another. Whether or

not you’re currently involved in a romantic

partnership, the day’s energy is likely to stir

up issues regarding love and romance. Try to

find a healthy balance between work and play.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You could be feeling the pressure of time now,

Scorpio. At this point in your life you may be

more aware than ever of your limited time

left on this planet. Perhaps you’re thinking

more about love and romance and how much

they mean to you. Consider the limitations of

each, but don’t dwell on them. The important

thing is to embrace today and make the most

of the time and love you have now.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Situations regarding love and romance are

likely to get much heavier and more intense

now, Sagittarius. Are you ready to make a

deeper commitment to the one you love? It

may be quite hard for you to make a solid

commitment because you could be wary of

the freedom you’ll lose. Now is the time to

face the music and really dedicate yourself to

the people who mean the most to you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The love and romance department should be

going pretty well for you now, Capricorn. This

is the time to probe more deeply into your cur-

rent affair with that person who catches your

eye. There’s a greater sensitivity to your emo-

tions today, and you could find yourself hold-

ing back a bit more than usual. An air of mys-

tery and intrigue will surround you, drawing

others toward you like a moth to a candle.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 365

SOLUTION 364

HOROSCOPE TUESDAY JULY 19

S
oonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn’’ss  mmyytthhoollooggii--

ccaall  nnaarrrraattiivvee,,  YYaasshhoommaattii
MMaaiiyyaaaa  KKee  NNaannddllaallaa,,  wweeaavveess
aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ssttoorryy  ooff  aa  mmootthh--
eerr--ssoonn  bboonndd  ffrroomm  YYaasshhooddaa’’ss
((NNeehhaa  SSaarrggaamm))  ppooiinntt  ooff
vviieeww..  SShhoowwccaassiinngg  tthhee
uunnccoonnddiittiioonnaall  lloovvee  ooff  aa
mmootthheerr,,  vviieewweerrss  tthhiiss  wweeeekk
wwiillll  wwiittnneessss  tthhee  eennttrryy  ooff
wweellll--kknnoowwnn  tthheeaattrree  aarrttiisstt
RRaannvviijjyyaa  RR..  SShhuukkllaa  wwhhoo  wwiillll
bbee  sseeeenn  ppllaayyiinngg  UUttkkaacchh,,  aallssoo
kknnoowwnn  aass  SShhaakkttaa  SSuurr..  WWiitthh
aann  iinntteennttiioonn  ttoo  kkiillll
NNeeeellmmaannii,,  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg
eeppiissooddeess  wwiillll  sseeee  hhooww
UUttkkaacchh  mmaakkeess  eevveerryy  ppoossssii--
bbllee  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ttrryy  aanndd  hhaarrmm
hhiimm..  DDeellvviinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssttoorryy,,
KKaannss  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn  aatttteemmppttss  ttoo
kkiillll  LLoorrdd  KKrriisshhnnaa  wwiitthh
UUttkkaacchh’’ss  hheellpp..  UUttkkaacchh  ttaakkeess
uupp  hhiiss  ‘‘SShhaakkaatt  rroooopp’’  ttoo  ssuucc--
cceeeedd  iinn  hhiiss  mmoottiivvee  ttoo  kkiillll
NNeeeellmmaannii..  HHoowweevveerr,,  aass
UUttkkaacchh  aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoowwaarrddss
hhiimm,,  tthhee  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  ppoowweerrss
tthhaatt  NNeeeellmmaannii  ppoosssseesssseess
ssaavveess  hhiimm..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr
hhaanndd,,  vviieewweerrss  wwiillll  aallssoo  wwiitt--
nneessss  hhooww  YYaasshhooddaa  sseennsseess
ttrroouubbllee  aanndd  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy
rruusshheess  ttoo  ssaaffeegguuaarrdd  hheerr
cchhiilldd..  EEllaatteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  jjooiinneedd
tthhee  sshhooww,,  RRaannvviijjyyaa  RR..  SShhuukkllaa
wwhhoo  wwiillll  bbee  sseeeenn  aass  UUttkkaacchh
sshhaarreess,,  ““TThhee  ssttoorryy  tthhiiss  wweeeekk
wwiillll  ttaakkee  aann  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttuurrnn
aass  KKaannss  wwiillll  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn
aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  kkiillll  LLoorrdd  KKrriisshhnnaa..
TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  bbeesstt  eexxppee--
rriieenncceess  ooff  mmyy  aaccttiinngg  ccaarreeeerr..

II  hhaavvee  pprriimmaarriillyy  ddoonnee  tthhee--
aattrree,,  tthheerreeffoorree  ddooiinngg  tteelleevvii--
ssiioonn  aanndd  eessssaayyiinngg  UUttkkaacchh
wwaass  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffoorr
mmee  aass  aa  ppeerrffoorrmmeerr  aass  ppllaayy--
iinngg  aa  mmyytthhoollooggiiccaall  cchhaarraacctteerr
ddeemmaannddss  ggoooodd  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd
hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk..  II  uunnddeerrwweenntt  vvaarr--
iioouuss  wwoorrkksshhooppss  wwiitthh  tthhee
ddiirreeccttoorr  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee
cchhaarraacctteerr  bbeetttteerr..””    

TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  YYaasshhoommaattii
MMaaiiyyaaaa  KKee  NNaannddllaallaa,,  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  99::0000  PPMM
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Anumol wraps up
shooting for

Tamil web series
‘Ayali’; pens long
‘thank you’ note

M
alayalam actress Anumol, who has com-
pleted shooting for her portions in the

Tamil web series 'Ayali', has penned a heartfelt
post thanking the entire team for the wonderful
time she had while shooting with them. Taking to
Instagram, the actress posted a picture of herself
during her last shot and gushed: "Just after my
last shot taken for 'Ayali' web series. So my por-
tions are over, getting back to Anumol from
Kuruvammal. Heartfelt thanks to everyone." She
then had this to say to her director: "Our director
Muthukumar, Muthu, do write more and make
more films." Sharing the picture, she thanked
"cinematographer Ramji sir" and said: "I am hon-
oured and fortunate to be in your frames and am
sure many will be jealous that I could see your
work closer. Can't thank you enough for the sup-
port you have given." Talking about the cast and
crew, Anumol said: "All my co-actors were amaz-
ingly talented and I have a new family now ...
everyone was so good." She mentioned the execu-
tive producers Kavitha and Veera, and said they
both would be "badly missed", adding: "You both
made me so comfortable and our drives back
from shoots were my favourite part." Anumol
went on to say: "I can't wait to show you our work
and mention the contributions of sound, art,
makeup, hair and costume team. I saw some of
the rushes yesterday and am confidently saying
this again, we have made good content. Am sure
you all will love it." She ended her post with a
shoutout to Kushi, the producer, and said: "We
made it. You have inspired me a lot in all ways --
both professionally and personally. Be the same,
make more good content and give opportunities
to as many as you can."

C
omedy is said to be
the toughest genre,

and very few shows man-
age to tickle viewers’
funny bones consistently.
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, popular for its
‘gharelu comedy’, comic
tragedies of Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi), his ‘Dabangg
Dulhan’ Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak), and his obstinate
mother Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), is one
such show that has been
entertaining the audi-
ences with one-after-the-

other rib-tickling tracks.
The completion of its suc-
cessful 800 episodes testi-
fies to the show’s popular-
ity amongst the audience.
Speaking about the suc-
cess, Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
says, “The successful jour-
ney of the show for over
three years is a big reason
to celebrate, and now 800-
episode milestone is icing
on the cake. The fun mem-
ories we have created for
the audience are a matter
of pride for the entire
team. Wherever we travel,

our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues, which
are the best compliments
for us. I feel extremely
grateful to the audience
for always appreciating
our unparalleled comedy
content, and we wish to
continue amusing all our
viewers with many more
hilarious tracks.” Kamna
Pathak, aka Rajesh Happu
Singh, adds, “Completing
800 episodes showcases
the entire creative and
support team’s hard work
to present one of the
finest comedy shows for

the audience. I believe liv-
ing Rajesh’s life has
brought happiness in not
only my life but also im-
mense joy and entertain-
ment for all the fans.”
Himani Shivpuri, aka
Katori Amma, says, “Such
success gives artists a
sense of accomplishment
and reiterates that we are
on the right path. I feel
happy that our audience
is enjoying the hilarious
tracks put together, and it
motivates us further to
offer more such amusing
tracks.”

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan team 
celebrates 800 episodes completion!

S
amantha Ruth
Prabhu, who had the

audience asking for more
with her smoking hot 'Oo
Antava' number in
'Pushpa: The Rise', is re-
poted to be returning
with another sizzler in
'Yashoda'.

According to sources,
the makers are filming
the song in Hyderabad on
lavishly constructed sets.
The song is billed as
being raunchier than 'Oo
Antava' in which
Samantha spent much of
her time on Allu Arjun's
lap. An official announce-
ment is being made soon.

Unni Mukundan, a
young and brilliant
Malayalam actor, is also
starring in the multilin-
gual 'Yashoda', a sci-fi
thriller being produced
by Krishna Prasadsi
Valenka's Sridevi Movies
banner. Samantha plays
the titular character in
the film.

Rao Ramesh, Murali
Sharma, Varalakshmi
Sarathkumar, Unni
Mukundan, Sampath
Raj, Shatru, Madhurima,
Kalpika Ganesh, Divya
Sripada and Priyanka
Sharma, all play signifi-

cant roles in the film.
Samantha garnered pan-
India acclaim for her out-
standing performance in
Raj and DK's Hindi OTT
series 'The Family Man
2', led by Manoj Bajpayee.
With 'Yashoda', she is
said to be consolidating
her fan base.

After ‘Oo Antava’,
Samantha ready to

sizzle on the big
screen in ‘Yashoda’

‘I underwent multiple
workshops to prepare
for Utkach’s character’

AA ctor Shayank Shukla, who is currently seen in film
"Jaadugar", has spoken about putting on weight and learning

football for the film, which also stars Arushi Sharma, Javed Jaaferi
and Jitendra Kumar. Shayank said: "To begin with, we have to
understand the emotional and physical aspects of the character so
we can connect to its life and accordingly convey the vividness of
that character to our audience. "I started thinking as Hemu, keep-
ing in my mind that his left hand is not capable enough, it took me
around 1-2 months to get completely flexible with Hemu. This
whole process helped me a lot to convey the truthfulness of Hemu
to my audience." About what kind of challenges he faced prepar-
ing for Hemu, he said: "Firstly my director (Sameer Saxena) asked
me to gain 10kg weight in the very first meeting. He wanted me to
gain 10kg more than my existing weight that time because it was
the requirement of the script." He added: "Secondly, I never fol-
lowed football before this and here I had to play a goalkeeper of a
football team! Being a goalkeeper, keeping every minute things of
that game in mind and to completely understand the entire
process was very challenging in itself. On of top of these, we had
to reach the football field every morning at 6 a.m., where we had
to exercise and learn the skills for the game, which was actually
reducing my weight, because of the physical activities involved in
this process." "And after practise session, I was supposed to eat
even double my regular meals. These challenges seasoned me on
every sense, so that I was able to play the character in a very artic-
ulate way. It in fact helped me to hold the mannerism of the char-
acter." The actor has been a part of shows such as "Jabriya Jodi",
web show "Sunflower" and TV show "Chandragupta Maurya".
Describing his rapport with actor Jitendra Kumar, Shayank said:
"Jeetu is such a nice human being which reflects in his art, that's
why I believe he is an amazing actor. He is someone who believes
to maintain friendly relations with his co-actors." "He has that
sense of maturity where his stardom and his real personality never
clashes. During the shoot, whenever we had free time we used to
play cricket, crack jokes and have fun which helped us to build our
relationship on camera very smoothly." "This film is about football,
love and magic. So the character I am playing is named as Hemu,
who is a goal keeper of this team called Adarsh Nagar Sikandar.
"This goal keeper is not like the usual ones... because of his phys-
ical approach, his left hand is weak compared to the right one. He
has his own journey in the film from Zero to Hero, basic yet filled
with magic. Somehow he is close to Meenu (Jeetu) emotionally,
who understands his emotions genuinely."

'Jaadugar' actor
Shayank Shukla 

on gaining weight
for film role
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London, Jul 18 (PTI):

Star England all-
rounder Ben Stokes on
Monday made a sur-
prise announcement to
retire from ODI crick-
et.

The 31-year-old will
play his last ODI
against South Africa at
his home ground in
Durham on Tuesday.

Stokes’ ODI career
will forever be remem-
bered for his Player-of-
the-Match performance
in the 2019 World Cup
final against New
Zealand at Lord’s.

His unbeaten 84
helped to send the
match into a Super
Over as England
claimed their first 50-
over World Cup title in
the most thrilling of
circumstances.

Stokes, who is
England’s Test captain,
has scored 2919 runs in

104 ODIs and taken 74
wickets. “I will play my
last game for England
in ODI cricket on
Tuesday in Durham. I
have decided to retire

from this format.
“This has been an in-

credibly tough decision
to make. I have loved
every minute of play-
ing with my mates for

England. We have had
an incredible journey
on the way,” he said in
an England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
statement.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):

Veteran sports adminis-
trator Narinder Batra re-
signed as President of
International Hockey
Federation (FIH) on
Monday and also gave up
his IOC membership, al-
most two months after a
High Court ruling ended
his reign as IOA
President.

Batra quit his positions,
hours after CBI conducted
multiple raids at his resi-
dence and offices in New
Delhi and Jammu.

According CBI officials,
searches were made in
five locations across the
two cities after filing an
FIR against Batra in an al-
leged corruption case.

In April, the CBI had
initiated a preliminary in-
quiry against Batra for al-
leged misappropriation of
Hockey India funds to the
tune of Rs 35 lakh.

Batra ceased to be
President of the Indian

Olympic Association
(IOA) when the Delhi High
Court, on May 25, struck
down the post of ‘Life
member’ in Hockey India,
courtesy which he had
contested and won the
IOA elections won back in
2017. Batra had appealed
against the ruling but a
larger bench of the High
Court had refused to stay
the earlier order and list-
ed the matter for the next

hearing on July 26. The
sports administrator also
officially resigned as IOA
President.

In three separate hand-
written notes, Batra offi-
cially tendered his resig-
nation from the three posi-
tions. In all the letters, he
cited “personal reasons”
for his decision.

“Due to personal rea-
sons I submit my resigna-
tion from the post of

President FIH,” Batra
wrote to the Executive
Board of FIH.

Batra became president
of FIH in 2016 and re-
claimed the position last
year for a second term till
2024. The FIH Board ac-
cepted the resignation and
said an acting president
will be appointed soon in
Batra’s place.

“As stipulated in the
FIH Statutes (Article 7.4
a), the Executive Board
shall appoint an acting
President to hold office
until the FIH Congress ap-
points a person to fill the
vacancy. Therefore, a
meeting of the EB will be
organised as soon as pos-
sible,” the FIH said in a
statement.

“In accordance with the
same article, the next
Presidential elections will
take place during the up-
coming FIH Congress
which is planned to be
held virtually on 4 and 5
November this year.”

Ben Stokes announces 
retirement from ODI cricket

Manchester, Jul 18 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya, the
bowler, feels he has finally
got his rhythm back and
going forward, the India
star will continue to be
‘smart’ about his job and
bowl at full pace only
when ‘required’.

Not being able to bowl
regularly due to fitness is-
sues had cost Hardik his
place in the Indian team
but he made a roaring
comeback with the IPL.
More recently, he was at
his absolute best with bat
and ball in the white-ball
series in England.

His ability with the bat
was never in doubt but he
has turned heads with his
brilliant bowling perform-
ances against England.

The 28-year-old took ca-
reer-best figures, 4/33 and
4/24, in the T20 and ODI se-
ries. The standout figures

in the 50-over format came
on Sunday when he
bowled at good pace before
making a match winning
contribution with the bat
alongside Rishabh Pant.

Speaking to media post
the third ODI, Hardik said

to be able to bowl regularly
gives him a lot of satisfac-
tion. “So firstly with my
bowling, you know post
IPL. After every series I
take maybe four or five
days to train because that
is refuelling for my fitness

and just to get fresh. I like
to play 100 per cent be-
cause then it gives me the
opportunity to do all the
things which I did today,”
said Hardik. He could not
find the rhythm in the pre-
ceding series in Ireland

but England brought the
best out of him. “After IPL,
I came back to play the
South Africa series. I
bowled one over and I did
not bowl in couple of
games. As a bowler for me,
it’s very important to keep
bowling. So I was not find-
ing the rhythm.

“Even in Ireland when I
played I was not getting
the rhythm which I want-
ed to because I find myself
a control bowler. I don’t
have much skills you
know, get the batter out by
opening him up and nip-
ping the ball inside and all
that, I play with smart-
ness. I try to outsmart the
batter,” he said. Hardik
said the four-wicket burst
in the first T20 gave him
the much-needed confi-
dence. “So for me, it’s very
important to get my con-
sistency, something which
I worked on.

Eugene (US), Jul 18 (AP):

Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce sped her way back
to the top of the sprint
game, winning her fifth
world title at 100 meters by
leading a Jamaican sweep
and knocking off Olympic
champion Elaine
Thompson-Herah.

The 35-year-old Fraser-
Pryce, mother of a 4-year-
old son, Zyon, on Sunday
led all the way and crossed
the line in 10.67 seconds.
She beat Shericka Jackson
by 0.06 seconds while
Thompson-Herah finished
a surprising third in 10.81.

A night that started
with thoughts that
Thompson-Herah might
knock off Florence
Griffith-Joyner’s 34-year-
old world record of 10.49
closed instead with Fraser-

Pryce setting a world-
championships record.
Marion Jones set the old
mark of 10.70 in 1999.

With her blonde and

green-tinted hair waving
in the breeze as she jogged
through her victory lap,
stopping to take pictures
with fans that cheered her

as loudly as anyone
Sunday, Fraser-Pryce was
all smiles a different reac-
tion than last year in
Tokyo, when she finished

second by a sizable 0.13. “I
went back home and I
worked and I worked and I
came out here, and I had
the success,” a beaming
Fraser-Pryce said in her
on-track interview.

She’ll add it to titles she
won in 2009, ‘13, 15 and ‘19.
She also won the Olympics
in 2008 and 2012.

A night after the US
swept the podium in the
men’s 100, Fraser-Pryce
and Co., showed there’s
still plenty of speed down
on the island.

Usain Bolt won three
world titles at 100 meters
over his decade of domi-
nance. Fraser-Pryce now
has five over a span that
dates to 2009 in Berlin, the
worlds at which Bolt set
the men’s 100 record of
9.58 that still stands.
Fraser-Pryce was 22 then.

Dubai, Jul 18 (PTI):

India have consolidated
their third spot in the lat-
est ICC ODI Team
Rankings after the away
series victory over
England. Rishabh Pant’s
maiden ODI century and
Hardik Pandya’s all-round

heroics fired India to an
emphatic five-wicket win
over England in the third
ODI, helping the visitors
seal the series 2-1.

With a rating of 109
points, India are three rat-
ing points clear of
Pakistan (106) in the list.

New Zealand continue

to reign supreme at the top
of the table with 128 rating
points, while England are
second with 121.

However, there may be a
change in the charts in the
coming weeks as sixth-
placed South Africa, cur-
rently only seven rating
points behind Pakistan,
could rise to fourth if they
can sweep their upcoming
three-match series against
England.

India could stretch their
lead even further with a
good show in their three-
match series against West
Indies, starting this week.

Pakistan’s next ODI as-
signment is in Rotterdam
against the Netherlands
next month, with Babar
Azam’s team scheduled to
play three 50-over matches
during a five-day period.

Galle,Jul 18 (AP):

An unbeaten 86 by
Dinesh Chandimal put
Sri Lanka in a command-
ing position in the first
test against Pakistan as it
finished 329 for nine on
day three in Galle on
Monday.

Sri Lanka has a com-
fortable 333-run lead and
should feel happy as no
team has chased that
many to win a test match
at this ground. The high-
est successful run chase
in Galle is 268 for four by
Sri Lanka against New
Zealand in 2019. Former
captain Chandimal, who
was top scorer with 76

runs in the first innings,
was a thorn in Pakistan’s
flesh again stitching vital
partnerships with the
tail. He brought up his
23rd half-century with a
single to covers off
Naseem Shah.

Chandimal closed the
day with five fours and
two sixes from 121 deliv-
eries. Prabath Jayasuriya
was on four. The 32-year-
old Chandimal has been
in good nick having post-
ed a maiden double hun-
dred against Australia
last week as Sri Lanka
went onto record a come
from behind against the
world’s top-ranked team.
Pakistan had an opportu-

nity to dismiss
Chandimal when he was
on 68 but Hasan Ali put
down a return catch.
Pakistan also unsuccess-
fully reviewed a leg-be-
fore shout against him.

The game was evenly
poised when the day
began with Sri Lanka
having a lead of 40 runs
with nine wickets in
hand. Pakistan knocked
off night-watchman
Kasun Rajitha early in
the second over of the
morning but a 91-run
stand for the third wicket
between Kusal Mendis
(76) and Oshada
Fernando (64) steadied
the innings.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1188  ((PPTTII))::

The phenomenal success at
the Tokyo Olympics has ignited
hopes of an in-form Indian
men’s hockey team stopping
the Australian juggernaut at
the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Australia’s dominance at the
CWG is a matter of envy. Since
the game’s introduction in the
quadrennial event 24 years
ago, the world No.1 Australia
has been the most dominant
force, having won all six gold
medals till date.

Going by renewed optimism
and belief among the Indian
players, it appears the men’s
team has a great opportunity
to end Australia’s gold rush at
the event.

The Indian team, which won
a historic Olympic bronze after
a hiatus of 41 years last year,
has improved by leaps and
bounds under Australian

Graham Reid. India’s best
result came in 2010 at home
(New Delhi) and in Glasgow
(2014) when it finished runner-
up. The team finished fourth
twice — in 1998 in Kuala
Lumpur, where the sport made
its debut and in 2018 in Gold

Coast. In earlier editions, fit-
ness was one area which was a
cause of concern but the cur-
rent Indian team is considered
one of the fittest sides in world
hockey. The improved fitness
has translated into results.
After claiming a historic bronze

in Tokyo, Indian men finished
third in this season’s FIH Pro
League behind Belgium and
Netherlands. And if the players
play to their potential, there is
no reason why the Indians
can’t bring home their maiden
gold from Birmingham.

Port-Of-Spain,Jul 18 (PTI):
Former captain Jason
Holder has returned to a
13-member West Indies
squad for the upcoming
three-match ODI series
against India, beginning
here on July 22.

The seasoned all-round-
er was not part for the pre-
ceding home T20 series
against Bangladesh, but
the Cricket West Indies se-
lection panel decided to re-
call him for the assign-
ments against India.

Nicholas Pooran will
continue to lead the side
after his impressive outing
in the series against
Bangladesh. While the
West Indies were swept
aside 0-3 by Bangladesh,
Pooran scored a 39-ball 74
in the third T20.

Shai Hope will be
Pooran’s deputy.

“As we all know Jason is
one of the leading all-
round cricketers in the
world and we’re happy to
have him back in the
team,” chief selector
Desmond Haynes was
quoted as saying by
Cricket West Indies in a
statement.

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI):
Olympic champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra ex-
pects to breach the coveted
90m mark this year but
doesn’t want to think
about “distance” going
into the World Athletics
Championships, currently
underway in Eugene,
USA. Chopra had set a
new national record of
89.94m, just 6cm shy of the
90m mark, the gold stan-
dard in the world of
javelin throw, at the presti-
gious Diamond League in
Stockholm last month en
route to a silver medal.

The 24-year-old finished
second behind Grenada’s
Anderson Peters, who
recorded a best throw of
90.31m. “I was 6cm short of
the 90m mark, I was pretty

close. I hope to cross 90m
this year. But I never think
or focus on distance going
into a competition. I just
try to give my 100 per
cent,” Chopra said in a vir-
tual interaction from
Eugene after he was
named as a partner by
Underdog Athletics to rep-
resent its Under Armour
brand. A strong field
awaits Chopra in the
World Championships,
where he will be seen in
action, starting with the
qualifiers on July 21.

Besides, Chopra, Peters,
Olympic silver medallist
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic, Finland’s Oliver
Helander and the German
duo of Julian Weber and
Johannes Vetter will be in
action.

Batra resigns as FIH president,
gives up IOC membership

Hardik the bowler says he bowls at his quickest only when requiredIndia consolidate third
spot in ICC ODI Rankings

Fraser-Pryce leads Jamaican sweep in 100 meters

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, of Jamaica, center, reacts after winning Gold in the final in
the womens 100-meter run with Elaine Thompson-Herah, of Jamaica, and Shericka
Jackson, of Jamaica, at the World Athletics Championships.

Chandimal helps Sri Lanka
take command against Pak

Hockey at CWG: India aim to end Australia’s dominanceDistance not on Neeraj
Chopra’s mind ahead of
World Championships

Jason Holder recalled 
for ODIs against India

‘At least 24 states/UTs pre-publish draft rules on 4 codes’
New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Labour reforms are pro-
gressing as at least 24
states have pre-published
draft rules for four labour
codes on wages, social se-
curity, industrial relations
and occupation safety,
Parliament was informed
on Monday.

As many as 31
states/UTs have pre-pub-
lished the draft rules
under the Code on Wages,
26 states/UTs under
Industrial Relations Code,
25 states/UTs under Code
on Social Security, and 24
states/UTs under
Occupational Safety
Health & Working
Conditions (OSH) Code,
Minister of State for
Labour and Employment
Rameshwar Teli said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha.

'Labour' as a subject is
in the Concurrent List of
the Constitution of India
and under the Codes, the
power to make rules has
been entrusted to the cen-
tral government as well as
state governments.

As a step towards imple-
mentation of the four
Labour Codes, the central
government has pre-pub-
lished the draft rules,
inviting comments of all
stakeholders, he stated.

Union Minister for
Labour and Employment
Bhupender Yadav earlier
this month said almost all
states have prepared draft
rules on the four labour
codes and the new rules
will be implemented at an
appropriate time.

In 2019 and 2020, 29 cen-
tral labour laws were
amalgamated, ratio-
nalised and simplified into

four labour codes, viz, the
Code on Wages, 2019; the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020; the Code on Social
Security, 2020; and the
Occupational Safety,
Health & Working
Conditions Code, 2020.

The ministry intends to
implement all four labour
codes by the Centre and
states in one go for a seam-
less transit to the new
legal framework in the
country.

The new laws are in
tune with the changing
labour market trends and
at the same time accom-
modate the minimum
wage requirement and
welfare needs of the unor-
ganised sector workers, in-
cluding the self-employed
and migrant workers,
within the framework of
legislation.

The central government

notified four labour codes -
- the Code on Wages, 2019,
on August 8, 2019; the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020, the Code on Social
Security, 2020, and the
Occupational Safety,
Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 on
September 29, 2020.

However, the Centre and
states are required to noti-
fy rules under the four
codes to enforce these laws
in their respective juris-
dictions.

Under the Codes, the
power to make rules has
been entrusted to the cen-
tral government, state gov-
ernment and appropriate
government and there is a
requirement for publica-
tion of rules in their offi-
cial gazette for a period of
30 or 45 days for public
consultation.

As per the written reply

to the Lok Sabha, the draft
rules are pre-published by
31 states and union terri-
tories on the Code on
Wages.

These states are
Andhara Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur,
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Tripura,
Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, UTs of Andaman
& Nicobar Islands,
Chandigarh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, NCT of
Delhi and Puducherry.
Similarly, 26 states have
pre-published draft rules
on The Industrial
Relations Code, 2020.

No shortage of NCERT
textbooks: MoE

New Delhi, Jul 18 (PTI): 

There is no shortage of
NCERT textbooks and
over four crore textbooks
have already been dis-
tributed across the coun-
try for the 2022-23 aca-
demic session, the Lok
Sabha was informed on
Monday. The information
was shared by Union
Minister of State for
Education Annapurna
Devi in response to a
written question.

"The National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT)
has informed that there
is no reported shortage of
textbooks in the country.

"They have informed
that 4.25 crore textbooks
for the academic Session
2022-23 have already been
distributed through 950
empanelled vendors all
over the nation," the min-
ister said.

"Besides, NCERT text-
books are also distrib-
uted through its sales
counters located at
NCERT Headquarter, its
Regional Institutes of
Education (RIEs) at
Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Mysuru
and Shillong and its re-

gional centers at
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Kolkata and Guwahati.

"Online orders for pro-
curement of NCERT text-
books can also be placed
through NCERT web por-
tal," she said.

The minister said the
online ordered textbooks
are supplied at the
doorstep of the customer
with the help of Indian
Postal Services.

"All the NCERT text-
books are also made
available for free down-
load in PDF form
through its digital plat-
forms such as E-
Pathshala, E-Pub, etc to
facilitate the students
across the country," she
added.

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI):

Ailing Bharatiya
Janata Party MLA
from Maharashtra's
Pune city Mukta
Tilak travelled to
Mumbai to take part

in the Presidential poll on
Monday and arrived at the
election venue on a wheel-
chair to cast her vote. Two
MLAs of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) -
Anil Deshmukh and
Nawab Malik - could not
vote because they are in jail
under various charges, in-
cluding money laundering.

Tilak, a first-time MLA,
has been unwell for a long
time. However, despite her
poor health, she travelled
from Pune, around 200km
from here, and then arrived
at the Central Hall in

Vidhan Bhavan in south
Mumbai on a wheelchair to
cast her vote in the
Presidential poll. Last
month, too, the 56-year-old
MLA from the Kasba Peth
constituency in Pune city
had travelled to Mumbai to

first vote in the Rajya
Sabha polls and then the
state Legislative Council
elections. Her fellow legis-
lator from Pimpri-
Chinchwad township in
Pune district Laxman
Jagtap, however, could not

make it this time. "He is un-
dergoing treatment related
to pancreas and could not
miss his dose (of medi-
cines). Given the serious-
ness of his ailment, he
chose not to travel to
Mumbai," said a Pune-
based BJP leader. Like
Tilak, despite being ill,
Jagtap had managed to
vote during the biennial
Rajya Sabha and the
Legislative Council elec-
tions held on June 10 and
June 20, respectively.
Mahendra Dalvi, a Shiv
Sena MLA from Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde's
camp, was not allowed to
cast his vote by the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
said a Vidhan Bhavan offi-
cial. The MLA from
Alibaug in Raigad district
was recently convicted in

an old case and although he
was granted bail, a com-
plaint was filed against
him with the ECI, he said.

"With legal documents
available with the ECI,
Dalvi was denied permis-
sion to vote in the election.
Hence, he could not vote
today," said the official.
There are 288 seats in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly of which one is
vacant after the death of
Shiv Sena MLA Ramesh
Latke a few months ago.
Elected members of the
Assembly and Parliament
vote in the Presidential
poll. The BJP-led NDA's
nominee Droupadi Murmu
and former Union Minister
Yashwant Sinha, the joint
opposition candidate, are
vying for the top constitu-
tional post.

Lucknow, Jul 18 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
accused his uncle Shivpal
Yadav of working on the
BJP's "directions" to target
Yashwant Sinha, saying the
opposition's Presidential
candidate had in the past
called SP patron Mulayam
Singh Yadav an " ISI agent".
The Presidential election,
which was held on
Monday, came as the latest
flashpoint in the running
feud between the two SP
leaders.

While Akhilesh is root-
ing for Yashwant Sinha,
Shivpal, who has been
elected an MLA on SP tick-
et, has publicly announced
his support for NDA nomi-
nee Droupadi Murmu.
Speaking to reporters at
the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan
Bhavan, Akhilesh said,

"There was an 'ishara' (di-
rection) from Delhi (by the
BJP) after which a deputy
chief minister tweeted an
old newspaper article high-
lighting Sinha's 'ISI agent'
comment on Mulayam and
then it was circulated (by
Shivpal Yadav)". Hitting
back at his uncle, the SP
chief reminded him about
the language used by the
saffron party for "Netaji"
(Mulayam Singh Yadav)
and the SP. "Chacha

(Shivpal Yadav) should
know the language of the
BJP during the recent UP
polls. The language of the
BJP has always been bad
towards Netaji and the
Samajwadis," Akhilesh
said. Shivpal, who had
turned up in the assembly
for the poll, told reporters,
"A 'pakka' (staunch)
Samajwadi and a diehard
follower of Netaji will
never tolerate anyone
terming him an ISI agent

and will never vote for
that person.

"He (a supporter) will
never support the allega-
tions made against Netaji.
Yashwant Sinha had made
allegations against Netaji
when he was the defence
minister and Pakistan was
trying to attack India. At
that point of time, Netaji
had said if war broke out, it
would not be fought on
India's soil but on the
enemy's soil."

Mumbai, Jul 18 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, its senior
leader and former
Maharashtra minister
Ramdas Kadam resigned
on Monday claiming he
was consistently "insult-
ed" while Thackeray al-
ways remained busy when
he was the chief minister.

Kadam wrote a letter to
Thackeray, who heads
Shiv Sena, tendering his
resignation as "Shiv Sena
leader". In his letter,
Kadam expressed his an-
guish over the 2019 post-
poll alliance between Shiv
Sena, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), and
Congress, which he said

was a betrayal of the
thoughts of Sena founder
the late Bal Thackeray.

Kadam, who hails from
the Ratnagiri district, be-
came a Member of the
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) for the first time in
1990 and went on to win
three more terms. He was
appointed as Shiv Sena
leader in 2005. He also
served as the Leader of the
Opposition in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly from 2005 to
2009. He became an MLC
for the first time in 2010
and again in 2015.

Kadam had served as the
state environment minis-
ter in the Devendra
Fadnavis-led Bharatiya
Janata Party-Sena govern-

ment in 2014-19. Kadam has
been sulking as he was not
given any ministerial post
when the Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
remained in power (from
November 2019 to June
2022). He was also denied
another term as a member
of the state Legislative
Council last year.

Last month, Shiv Sena
MLA Eknath Shinde re-
belled against the party
along with 39 legislators.
Ramdas Kadam's son
Yogesh Kadam, the MLA
from Dapoli in Ratnagiri
district, had also joined the
Shinde camp. Shinde was
on June 30 sworn in as the
chief minister and BJP's
Devendra Fadnavis had
taken the oath as his

deputy.
"My MLA son Yogesh

and I were consistently in-
sulted and you were al-
ways busy after becoming
the chief minister. I was
appointed as Shiv Sena
leader by the late
Balasaheb Thackeray.
However, I realised that
there is no meaning to the
post after his death,"
Ramdas Kadam stated in
his letter to Thackeray.

"When you were form-
ing a government with the
NCP and Congress, I re-
quested you with folded
hands not to do so. (As) the
late Balasaheb Thackeray
always fought against
Congress, it would be the
betrayal with his
thoughts."
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An IAF chopper being loaded with relief material for rescue and relief operations in the flood-ravaged Kothagudem district. 

RESCUE WORK Akhilesh, Shivpal spar over Oppn Sinha’s
old ‘ISI agent’ remark on Mulayam

Monsoon clouds over in the sky above the Vidhanasoudha building in Bengaluru, Monday.

ABOUT TO RAIN

Former minister Ramdas
resigns as Shiv Sena leader

SETBACK TO UDDHAV

Ailing BJP MLA arrives on wheelchair to vote
Two jailed NCP lawmakers skip poll
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde arrives to cast
his vote for the election of the President, at Maharashtra
Assembly in Mumbai, Monday.


