
Gariaband, Jul 16:  

Supebeda, the last vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh lo-
cated deep inside a jungle
bordering Odisha, is in
news for rise in number of
patients suffering from
kidney related diseases.

Around 81 deaths due to
kidney failure were re-
ported in the last six
years, according to health
department sources. The
contaminated water has
become the main cause of
the death of people here.
In fact, the relatives shy
away from drinking water
from this village.

Even though this village
is a part of Chhattisgarh
in the political map, due to
rain these days it is com-
pletely cut off from the
rest of the state. To reach
here, one has to go

through Paraal,
Khoksarapar in Odisha
after water level of Tel
river, an important tribu-
tary of Mahanadi river,
has increased due to ex-
cessive rains. In such a sit-
uation it is not possible to
enter Supebeda from the
Deobhog side.

As per the latest report,
Lekhan Adil died due to

kidney related disease.
The number of deaths has
now touched 81. The vic-
tim was 63-years-old and
in course of treatment in
Odisha in 2000 came to
known that creatinine is
continuously increasing.

Victim was not ready
for dialysis

The villager Trilochan
said, victim was undergo-

ing treatment in the dis-
trict hospital from last
month. The doctor ad-
vised for dialysis but he
refused to undergo dialy-
sis. As he reported to
breathing problem too
was referred to AIIMS
Raipur.

As it is said that con-
taminated water is the
main cause of kidney dis-
eases, a lift irrigation sys-
tem is being set up to
bring water from other
sources and supply the vil-
lagers. Dialysis facility is
also being provided soon,"
said the District Collector.

Arrested
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A zonal com-
mander of the banned
People's Liberation Front
of India has been arrested
in Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district follow-
ing a gunfight, police said
on Saturday. Acting on
intelligence inputs, a joint
team nabbed Santosh
Kandulana while he was
on a visit to his in-laws
house at Sanga village
under the Naxal-affected
Bandgaon police station
area on Thursday, it said.

Suicide
JJaaiippuurr:: A teenager died
allegedly by suicide in
Alwar's Behror area and
left a purported suicide
note in which he told his
mother that he was giving
her the "best gift" on her
birthday, police said. The
tragic incident occurred on
Friday, when the 15-year-
old boy hanged himself in
his house in Ward-2 of
Behror after his mother, a
government teacher, left
for work.

Seized
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai Police
have busted a gang which
purchased and sold stolen
mobile phones with the
arrest of two men, an offi-
cial said here on
Saturday. Unit 6 of the
Mumbai crime branch
conducted a raid at
Maharashtra Nagar in
suburban Mankhurd on
Friday and seized at least
480 mobile phones includ-
ing iPhones, he said.

Denied bail
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii:: An
Uttar Pradesh court on
Saturday rejected the bail
petition of Alt News co-
founder Mohammad
Zubair in connection with
an FIR lodged against him
in 2021 for allegedly pro-
moting enmity. The bail
application was moved
before Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate
Mohamaddi on July 11
after the court sent
Zubair to a 14-day judicial
custody in the case.
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A woman keeps a watch 
on her child who plays on a

waterlooged road amid 
monsoon rains, in New Delhi,

Saturday.
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Jalaun (UP), Jul 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday cautioned people
against what he called a
"revadi culture" of offering
freebies for votes and said
this is "very dangerous" for
the development of the
country.

The Prime Minister used
'revadi', a popular north
Indian sweet often distrib-
uted during festivals, as a
metaphor for freebies

being promised by various
parties to grab power and
said the people, especially
the youth should guard
against this.

Addressing a gathering
here after inaugurating the
296-km Bundelkhand

Expressway constructed at
a cost of around Rs 14,850
crore, Modi said this ex-
pressway will not only give
speed to the vehicles, but
will also accelerate the in-
dustrial progress of the en-
tire Bundelkhand.

He said the distance
from Chitrakoot to Delhi
by the Bundelkhand ex-
pressway has been reduced
by three-four hours, but its
benefit is much more than
that and hit out at previous
dispensations in Uttar
Pradesh for the lack of con-
nectivity. The "double-en-
gine" government now was
ensuring the major trans-

formation of the state with
fast-improving connectivi-
ty and much better law and
order, he said.

Modi asserted that no
such work should be done
that is not related to the
present aspirations and
better future of the coun-
try. The thinking behind
every decision and policy
should be that develop-
ment of the country would
be accelerated, the Prime
minister said, adding that
it should be ensured that
all those things that harm
and negatively impact the
country's development are
kept away.

Jammu, Jul 16 (PTI): 

An Indo-Tibetan Border Police
jawan Saturday fired at his three
colleagues before shooting him-
self dead at a camp in
Udhampur district of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said.
The incident took place around
3:30 pm at the Devika Ghat com-
munity centre in the district.
Constable Bhupendra Singh shot
at his colleagues, leading to bul-
let injuries to a head constable
and two constables, a senior
ITBP officer said.
The injured have been admitted
to a hospital, and are out of dan-
ger, he said.
Singh later shot himself from his
INSAS service rifle and he died
on the spot, the officer said. The
jawan belonged to the 8th bat-
talion of the force and was

presently deputed to the 'F'
company of the 2nd ad-hoc bat-
talion of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) deployed in Jammu
and Kashmir for security duties.
Preliminary inputs suggest some
altercation took place between
the jawans, but the exact cause
that led to the incident is still
being probed, the official said.
A court of inquiry has been
ordered by the border guarding
force, he said.
The ITBP is primarily tasked to
guard the 3,488 km-long Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with China
apart from rendering a variety of
roles in the internal security
domain of the country. The inci-
dent comes a day after an Army
jawan shot himself fatally after
killing another colleague and
injuring two others in Poonch
district of the Union territory.

Jaipur, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana Saturday said
political opposition is
translating into hostility
which is not a sign of a
healthy democracy.

He said there used to be
mutual respect between
the government and the
opposition, which is di-
minishing.

"Political opposition
should not translate into
hostility, which we have
been sadly witnessing
these days. These are not
signs of a healthy democ-
racy," Ramana said.

He was speaking at an
event organised at the
Rajasthan Assembly by
the Commonwealth
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Association (CPA).

Ahmedabad, Jul 15 (PTI):

The Congress in Gujarat
on Saturday alleged the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing a case against
activist Teesta Setalvad filed
an affidavit naming party
leader late Ahmed Patel at
the behest of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) for political gains
ahead of the assembly polls.

Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Jagdish Thakor told re-
porters that more such affi-
davits will be filed as the
Assembly elections draw
close in the home state of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister

Amit Shah. The Congress'
attack comes a day after the
Gujarat police's SIT opposed
arrested activist Setalvad's
bail application and claimed
in an affidavit before a court
that she was part of a "larg-
er conspiracy" hatched by
senior Congress leader the
late Ahmed Patel to get the
state government dismissed
after the 2002 riots.

Thakor alleged that BJP
was targeting Congress
leaders under a "conspira-
cy" to divert the attention of
people in poll-bound Gujarat
from its failure to resolve
crucial issues.

Earlier in the day, the BJP
alleged that Congress presi-

dent Sonia Gandhi was the
"driving force" behind the
"conspiracy" to implicate
then Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi in the 2002
riots case in the state.

The ruling party is using
affidavits filed by the SIT in
a sub-judice matter to gain
political mileage, Thakor al-
leged.

"The Gujarat government
and its leadership have
failed to address issues af-
fecting the public. With the
election approaching, it can
see the ground slipping
below its feet, and is bring-
ing up such issues as part of
a conspiracy to regain
power," he alleged.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has recovered Rs 1.86
crore in cash allegedly belonging
to a Union agriculture ministry
official who has been booked in
a bribery case in Visakhapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh, officials said
on Saturday. The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed Padam Singh, Plant
Protection Officer of the min-
istry posted at Visakhapatnam,
along with Athi Bulli Reddiya
alias Murali, regional manager,
Exim Logistics Private Limited,
in a bribery case of Rs 6,000, the
agency said in a statement.
It was alleged that the officer

was collecting huge amounts of
money in bribes from fumigators
and shipping agents for issuing
phytosanitary certificates for
exporting goods and consign-
ment release orders for import-
ed consignments, it said.
"It was further alleged that the
public servant (Singh) demand-
ed illegal gratification from the
regional manager (Reddiya) of a
private company based at
Visakhapatnam for clearing a
pending application and issuing
a favourable certificate to cus-
toms for release of import or
export consignments of agricul-
tural commodities," the state-
ment said.

New Delhi, Jul 16:

West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar will be the
ruling NDA's candidate for the
post of Vice President of India,
BJP chief JP Nadda announced
today. "After all considerations
and consultations, we have
decided to announce kisan
putra (farmer's son) Jagdeep
Dhankhar as the BJP and
NDA's candidate for Vice
President," he said at a press
conference, adding that he
established himself as a "peo-
ple's Governor".
Dhankhar has often grabbed
headlines for his prickly rela-
tionship with Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee and
her party the Trinamool
Congress since taking over as
Governor in July 2019. While
he has accused the state gov-
ernment of "extreme appease-
ment, communalised patron-
age, and mafia syndicate
extortion," the state's ruling
party members have called
Dhankhar "communal". 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Ahead of the monsoon
session of Parliament, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Saturday sought cooperation
of all parties for smooth con-
duct of proceedings with "de-
cency, dignity and disci-
pline", even as the
Opposition demanded dis-
cussion on the Agnipath
scheme, unemployment and
farmers' issues.

At an all-party meeting
ahead of the session begin-
ning on Monday, Birla in-
formed the leaders about
preparations for the session.

He later said that leaders
of all parties assured that
they will cooperate in con-
ducting the proceedings of
the House with dignity.
Several opposition political
parties - TMC, TRS, Shiv

Sena, NCP, BSP, SP, TDP, SAD
and Left parties -- skipped
the meeting. The BJD was
also had no representation.

However, Congress and its
allies DMK and IUML at-
tended the meeting. While
Congress was represented by
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
TR Baalu from DMK partici-
pated. Leaders from YSR
Congress and NDA's con-
stituents - LJP, Apna Dal
were also present in the
meeting.

The government was rep-
resented by Union
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi and
Minister of State in the same
ministry Arjun Ram
Meghwal. In a tweet after the
meeting, the Speaker said he
urged all parties to "cooper-
ate in the smooth conduct of
the proceedings with decen-
cy, dignity and discipline in
accordance with the high
traditions and values of the
House".

Death cases continue to haunt  Supebeda
̈ One more death due

to kidney ailment 

The deceased being taken for last rites.

“ The deceased was suffer-
ing from other diseases
along with kidney disease.
The medical is continuously
working there.”

NN  RR  NNaavvrraattnnee
CCMMHHOO

HHeeaalltthh  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt
GGaarriiaabbaannddhh  

What expert says

PM warns people against
‘revadi’ culture of freebies
̈ Opens Bundelkhand

e-way

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The ICSE class 10 results will be
announced on July 17 with
marks of both first and second
semesters given equal weigh-
tage in the final score, board
secretary Gerry Arathoon said
on Saturday. The candidates
who did not appear for either
semester 1 or semester 2 exam-
inations will be marked absent
and their results will not be
declared, he said. "The results
of the ICSE (Class 10), 2022
examination will be declared on
Sunday, July 17 at 5:00 PM. The
results will be made available
on the CAREERS portal of the
CISCE, on the website and
through SMS," said Arathoon,
the Chief Executive and
Secretary, Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examinations
(CISCE). "For the computation
of the ICSE examination results,
equal weightage has been given
to both the Semester 1 and
Semester 2 Examinations. The
marks of Semester 1, Semester
2 and the Project (Internal
Assessment) have been added
to arrive at the final marks in
each of the subjects and
papers," he added.

Space for Oppn
diminishing: CJI

ITBP jawan shoots 
3 colleagues, ends life

WB Guv Dhankhar is

NDA’s VP candidate 

GUJ SIT FILES AFFIDAVIT

Ahmed Patel named at behest of BJP: Cong
BRIBERY CASE

CBI recovers Rs 1.86 cr in cash
from agriculture ministry official 

ICSE class 10
result on Jul 17

MONSOON SESSION 

LS Speaker Birla
holds all-party meet
̈ Oppn seeks

Agnipath debate
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Bhilai, Jul 16: For disas-
ter management and pre-
vention of floods, the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has made an
elaborate plan on the in-
structions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal. Affected peo-
ple can contact the Main
Control Room on tele-
phone number 07882294303
and 18002334242.

Bhilai Mayor had given
instructions to set up a
control room to deal with
any kind of disaster. In
this sequel, BMC has es-
tablished a control room,
flood control cell for disas-
ter management for pre-
vention of floods and
floods. The control room
has been established on
the instructions of
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar.

Deputy Commissioner
Ramakant Sahu will be
the Nodal Officer. People
can contact him on mobile
number 9098907321 and
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra
8770060276. Jaikumar
Jain, Patiram Baret,
Santosh Harmukh and
Chudamani Yadav have
been deployed as his asso-
ciate officers/employees.
At the control room, Dilip

Yadav will be available
(mobile number
9509283165) as a telephone
operator from 6 am to 2
pm, Umesh Kori and Dilip
Kumar Humne (mobile
number 8234018349) from
2:00 pm to 10:00 pm,
Umashankar and Rajesh
Jangde (mobile number
9981890447) from 10 pm to
06 am, Saroj Kanoje (mo-
bile number 9907120799)
and Mahesh Kumar
Devangan (mobile number
9109223333) will also be
available.

DK Verma, Executive
Engineer (mobile number
9826519234) will work for
disaster camp and relief
material, and Veshram
Sinha, Vishnu
Chandrakar, Rajesh Palve
and Rampravesh will be
the supporting staff.
Sanjay Sharma (mobile
number 9329487890)
Executive Engineer and
Associate Officer Brijesh

Srivastava, Assistant
Engineer and Basant Sahu
Sub Engineer have been
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of ensuring clean
drinking water in the af-
fected areas. TK Ranadive,
Executive Engineer (mo-
bile number 9893478343),
Arpit Banjare and Tirath
Yadav have been assigned
the duty for electrical sys-
tems. KK Singh, Anand
Chakradhar and
Chellaram Verma, in-
charge officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
health officer and his sup-
port staff will look after
the medical arrange-
ments.

For Nehru Nagar Zone
No 1, Flood Control Team
will be led by Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad (mobile number
7000209365) who will be as-
sisted by Parmeshwar
Chandrakar and Ankit
Saxena. In-charge of

Vaishali Nagar Zone No. 2
Flood Control will be the
Zone Commissioner Pooja
Pillai (mobile number
9981159559). She will be as-
sisted by KK Gupta, JP
Tiwari and Anil Mishra.
Mother Teresa Nagar
Zone No. 3 In-charge offi-
cer for the flood control
team will be Yesha Lehre,
Zone Commissioner (mo-
bile number 8319517473).
Other members of the
team are RK Sahu,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Sudama Parghaniya and
Virendra Banjare.

Amitabh Sharma, Zone
Commissioner (mobile
number 7879152951) is the
incharge for Shivaji Nagar
zone office and Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Balkrishna
Naidu and Mahesh
Pandey will assist him.
Sector 6 Zone No 5 Flood
Control Team will be led
by NR Ratnesh, Zone
Commissioner (Mobile

number 8319517473) and
his subordinate employees
are Wasim Khan, Anil
Meshram, VK Samuel and
Hemant Manjhi. Veshram
Sinha, assistant engineer
(mobile number
9827817103) will look after
the vehicle control room
and Vishnu Chandrakar
and Subhash Sahu will as-
sist him. For health camp
arrangements, KK Singh
(mobile number
9479053120) and Chellaram
Verma and Rajesh Dahare
have been appointed.

BMC Commissioner has
directed that the control
room will remain open for
24 hours and the com-
plaints received in the con-
trol form during heavy
rains are to be resolved im-
mediately by informing
the concerned officials.
People can contact the
main control room on tele-
phone numbers 0788-
2294303 and 18002334242.

Instructions have been
given to the officers to en-
sure arrangements as per
the requirement. They
have been asked to identi-
fy spots for disaster camps.
For the prevention of ex-
cessive rains and floods,
the Zone Commissioner
and his associate officers
of each zone will work in
coordination and keep a
constant vigil.
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Bhilai, Jul 16: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre gave directions to
the Joint Director
(Education) and all the
District Education Officers
for the improvement of the
quality of education in the
division.

Kavre took information
from all the District
Education Officers regard-
ing the infrastructure es-
tablished in the Swami
Atmanand Schools, re-
cruitment of teachers and
admission of students.

Joint Director PK
Pandey informed that in
the first phase, the work of
infrastructure has been
completed in 38 approved
schools in the division and
at present the work of es-
tablishment of 18 newly
approved schools is in

progress. Kavre directed
that adequate infrastruc-
ture, laboratory, library
and sports material should
be arranged in all the
schools as well as the
process of recruitment of
teachers should also be
completed.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner directed
the District Education
Officers to take special ini-
tiative to provide educa-
tion in Swami Atmanand
Schools as well as other
government schools.

The status of admission
was discussed under Right
to Education and all the of-
ficers were directed to en-
sure its adequate publicity.
He instructed them to take
special care so that the se-
lected students do not face
any problem in the admis-
sion process.

D i v i s i o n a l

Commissioner Kavre gave
clear instructions to all the
District Education Officers
that under any circum-
stances, dilapidated build-
ings should not be used for
teaching students and ac-
tion should be taken to de-
molish such buildings
with the help of the con-
cerned departments.

During the review of the
status of mid-day meal, the
Divisional Commissioner
directed that the quality
check of the mid-day meal
should be done by the dis-
trict officers themselves
from time to time and the
honorarium of the cook
appointed for this purpose
should be paid on time.

The Divisional
Commissioner gave in-
structions to complete the
process of distribution of
free textbooks within the
time period, as well as
took information regard-
ing distribution of uni-
forms. Officials replied
that at present one set of
uniforms has been distrib-
uted, on which the
Divisional Commissioner
instructed to distribute
another set of uniforms.

Kavre directed that
preparations should be
made for distribution of
bicycles for the upcoming
session under Saraswati
Cycle Yojana in all the dis-
tricts and also directed to
take action to provide
scholarship to the stu-
dents under the Mahtari
Jatan Yojana.

Discussions were held
with all the officials to im-

prove the level of educa-
tion through other activi-
ties under the Nava Jatan.
In the upcoming session at
Rajnandgaon, special
classes will be conducted
for 2 hours by the govern-
ment teachers in the
morning for class X and
XII. Appreciating this ini-
tiative, Kavre instructed
them to take special steps
in other districts also.

Joint Director,
Education, PK Pandey,
Arvind Mishra, District
Education Officer
Bemetara, Rakesh Pandey,
District Education Officer
Kabirdham, Swami,
Assistant Director Durg,
Amit Ghosh, Assistant
Director Durg, Aditya
Khare, Assistant Director
Rajnandgaon, and IL
Khobragade, Assistant
Director Balod were 
present.

BSF organises motivational
session for students

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 16: On Friday, a
motivation session was or-
ganized at Pre Matric
School Girls Hostel in
Bande by the BSF Strategic
Headquarters, Bande.
About 80 students of Pre
Matric School Girls Hostel
Bande, Ashram Girls
School Bande and Pre
Matric Hostel participated
in the event. Gond (Madiya),
Halba, Uraon children of
Class 04 to 10 from
Abujhmad village situated
beyond Kotri river partici-
pated in this program. The

Superintendents of all the
three hostels were present
in this programme. In this
motivational session,
Dinesh Murmu, Deputy
Inspector General (General)
of Frontier Headquarters
gave information about the
importance of education
and important dimensions
of success. The students
and hostel superintendents
were highly impressed and
motivated after attending
this programme. They ap-
preciated the initiatives of
BSF and requested to organ-
ize such programmes in fu-
ture as well.

Use new technology to encourage
innovations in Gauthans: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 16: The
Gauthans of the district
will be further promoted
in the coming days. New
activities will be added
along with the existing
livelihood oriented activi-
ties in all the Gauthans.
This will be done to create
maximum job opportuni-
ties to the people residing
near the Gauthans.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena visited sev-
eral gauthans on Saturday
to explore the possibilities
of improvement at
Gauthans. He inspected
the model gauthan of
Chandkhuri and he also
visited the Gauthans of
Konari and Thanaud.

He expressed his happi-
ness after seeing the ongo-
ing works of the self-help

group women and spoke
about adopting innovation
in the direction of making
Gauthans better. Hi-tech
dairy farms will be con-
structed in Gauthans.

The dairy farms will
have high breed cows and
buffaloes. Cows like
Sahiwal and Gir will be
kept here so that the
women of Self Help
Groups can get maximum
economic benefits. Apart
from this, activities like
goat rearing and mush-
room cultivation will also
be included in the
Gauthans. On this occa-
sion, the Collector also di-
rected the concerned offi-
cials to increase the capac-
ity of chickens in the
Gauthans to 1000 where
poultry farming is being
done.

During the inspection,

the Collector closely in-
spected the shed built in
Gauthan and asked the
concerned officers to give
priority to cross ventila-
tion in sheds so that live-
stock can easily live in
conditions like heat and
humidity.

The Collector especially
praised the work done in
Chandkhuri Gauthan. He
added that the quality of
vermicompost manure, or-
namental fish farming,
poultry farming, and bari
are very high. He encour-
aged the methods of all the
self help groups and said
that we have to continue
such good efforts continu-
ously and give a new direc-
tion to the intention of the
government.

The Collector also visit-
ed the Community Health
Center of Nikumbh and

inspected the under con-
struction 30-bed ward.
Here, 10 beds are being
made for the PNC ward
and 20 beds for the isola-
tion ward. Along with this,
he directed the doctors
and other concerned offi-
cials to maintain health
services and stock of med-
icines during the rainy
season.

Apart from this, the
Collector also inspected
Thanaud Nullah under
Narva work, which meets
Shivnath river through
Anjora. It was informed by
the concerned officials
that the water level in the
nullah is better, which is
also increasing in the area
of irrigation. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan, Durg SDM
Mukesh Rawate and other
officers were present.
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Elderly lady expresses desire of pilgrimage;
Collector responds in a sensitive manner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 16: When peo-
ple feel connected with
the administrative offi-
cers, they often express
such personal desires
which generally do not
come under the routine
administrative works.

On Saturday, one such
incident occurred after
which the Collector han-
dled the matter in a sensi-
tive manner. 80-year-old
Roopa Tiwari, who is a
retired nurse of Sector 9
Hospital, met Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena at the old age
home in Pulgaon.
Collector met the elderly
inmates of the home and
inquired about their

health. In the meanwhile,
Roopa Tiwari emotional-
ly requested the Collector
that she wishes to go to
Vrindavan. Adopting a
sensitive attitude, the
Collector asked the con-
cerned officers to pre-
pare a list of elderly in-
mates willing to under-
take pilgrimage and send
a proposal.

In Indian mythology,
along with the socio-eco-
nomic welfare of the peo-
ple, the spiritual welfare
of the people has also
been considered very im-
portant. The spiritual
happiness of the people is
very significant. If the
happiness of the elderly
woman is in Vrindavan
pilgrimage, then the ad-

ministration has to re-
spond in a sensitive man-
ner. Ultimately, the high-
est goal of governance is
that people can live happi-
ly in a welfare state and
our Constitution inspired
by deep tradition teaches
the same.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
Collector had reached
Pulgaon to inspect the old
age home where he met
all the elderly people and
interacted with them
about their arrange-
ments. He took informa-
tion from the concerned
officials about the capaci-
ty of the old age home,
the arrangement of food,
the cleanliness of the
rooms and the arrange-

ments for their entertain-
ment. He instructed to
conduct regular monitor-
ing of the daily routine
and arrangements of the
elderly people.

During the inspection,
the Collector gave special
instructions to the con-
cerned officers that regu-
lar check-ups of the elder-
ly people should be done
by the specialist doctors.
Hearing aid should be
provided by an ENT spe-
cialist after examining
the elderly people.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan, SDM
Durg Mukesh Rawate,
Kamlesh Patel Deputy
Director Social Welfare
Department and other of-
ficers were present.

Divisional Commissioner chairs 
meeting of District Education Officers

BMC establishes Flood Control Cell and
Disaster Management Control Room
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Bhilai, Jul 16: In order to
make the city plastic free,
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously conducting inspec-
tions in the market areas
and shops and action is
being taken to confiscate
the banned plastic and
single use plastic. The
BMC team is also taking
plenary action against the
shopkeepers. They collect-
ed a fine of Rs 19550 from
48 shops. Products made of
single use plastic have
been completely banned
in the limits of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.

BMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar has
constituted a team to take
action on banned plastic
and single use plastic. On
the instructions of
Additional Commissioner

Ashok Dwivedi, a cam-
paign against banned plas-
tic and single use plastic is
being conducted continu-
ously. Raids are being con-
ducted in shops, commer-

cial establishments at dif-
ferent places in each zone.
Wherever single-use plas-
tic and banned plastic are
found, plenary action is
being taken against the
people from whose posses-
sion the banned plastic is
being recovered. It needs
to be mentioned here that
Mayor Neeraj Pal has also
appealed to the residents
of the city for not using
the banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic. To keep the
city clean and healthy, it is
necessary to boycott the
banned plastic and single
use plastic. He urged the
people to use cloth bags for
carrying any material.

BMC takes action against 48
shops; seizes banned plastics
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 16: The first
ever torch relay for the
44th Chess Olympiad to be
held in Tamil Nadu be-
tween July 28 and August
10 arrived in Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur on
Saturday.

Arjuna Award recipient
and Grandmaster Pravin
Thipsay handed over the
torch to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyaya Auditorium
here and the latter handed

it over to Woman FIDE
Master Kiran Agrawal.

“It is a matter of great
pride that for the first
time, the World Chess
Federation has allowed a
torch relay on the lines of
the Olympics. The torch
relay in the state today will
act as an inspiration for
budding chess talents,” the
CM said. He praised
Agrawal, who participated
in Chess Olympiad in 1986
and 1990, and said future
generations from the state
must be inspired by her.
Informing about

Chhattisgarh’s presence at
the upcoming Chess
Olympiad, he said

Alankar Bhivgade of
Bhilai will be a judge
there, while Agarwal,

Vinod Rathi and M.K.
Chandrashekhar are part
of the organising commit-
tee. “Moreover, six players
selected from different
schools of the state will
also participate in the
Chess Olympiad and learn
by watching big players.
On the initiative of All
India Chess Federation,
work has been started to
promote chess in 22
schools in the state,” the
CM said.

He said Balod has be-
come the first district in
the country to start ‘Chess
in School’ pilot project,
while training in the game
is being imparted in
Aastha School in
Dantewada.

The torch will cover 75
cities as part of the relay
over 40 days before arrive
at the Chess Olympiad
venue in Mahabalipuram
near Chennai in Tamil
Nadu.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 16:
Chhattisgarh Minister TS
Singhdeo on Saturday re-
signed from the Panchayat
and Rural development de-
partment, one of the five
portfolios held by him in
the Bhupesh Baghel cabi-
net.

In his four-page letter to
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the sen-
ior Cabinet Minister men-
tioned about the reasons
behind giving up his port-
folio of Panchayat & Rural
Development department.
However, he will remain
the minister for Health
and Family Welfare,
Medical Education,
Twenty Point
Implementation and
Commercial Tax (GST) de-
partments. “I have decided
to resign from the

Panchayat and Rural
Development Department.
Soon, I will submit my res-
ignation letter,” he told
section of media persons
here.

“I have decided to disso-
ciate myself from this de-
partment last (Friday)
night itself. After consider-
ing it thoroughly today, I
am sending my resigna-
tion to the Chief
Minister,” he added.

Later, the heavy-weight
minister Singhdeo elabo-
rated the reasons behind
his reluctance to continue
as Panchayat Minister. It
has also been reported

that the central leadership
has been informed about
the reason by him.

Singhdeo, who repre-
sents the Ambikapur as-
sembly constituency in the
Surguja region, is known
as the political rival of CM
Bhupesh Baghel in the
state Congress. Both of
them have been logged in
power tussle over the last
one year as Singhdeo had
been claiming to have
been made promise to
share the power after the
first two and half years of
Congress regime which
could not materialize so
far.

Chess Olympiad Torch relay
accorded warm welcome

CM lists efforts to popularize game

Singhdeo resigns from
Panchayat portfolio 

 Heavy-weight 
minister informed
CM to hold on to
other ministries

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuullyy  1166::

Kotak Mutual Fund (KMF)
has seen an encouraging
financial year. Our focused
product strategy has been
instrumental in expanding its
footprints across distribution
networks. The company con-
tinues to witness healthy
growth in Asset Under
Management (AUM) across
asset classes. 

Currently, Kotak Mutual
Fund has over 27 Lakh SIP
accounts (as on 31 st March
2022) through which investors
regularly invest in its mutual
fund schemes. 

Products such as Kotak
Flexicap Fund, Kotak
Bluechip, Kotak Emerging
Equity, and Kotak Equity
Opportunities are popular
among Kotak Mutual Fund
investors. Manish Mehta,
Head – National Head - Sales,

Marketing &amp; Digital
Business, Kotak Asset
Management Co Ltd said,
“Indian Mutual Fund industry
has been growing at a rapid
pace over the past few years,
as investors, especially the
younger generation, are will-
ing to explore new investment
avenues like SIPs in the mutu-
al fund space. 

We at Kotak mutual fund
are actively canvasing for
SIPs, which has gained popu-
larity over the past few years.
Even in times of volatility, SIP
provides a balancing act for
regular and disciplined
investors. Investors can select
from any of our existing
schemes and start investment
through SIP route.”

Other initiatives done have
been the launch of our
revamped website
www.kotakmf.com. The web-
site enables distributors and

clients to access portfolio
details, read blogs on various
topics, view videos of our
experts and initiate transac-
tions to purchase through the
website. We also have Kotak
Business Hub, our distributor
portal where our partners can
view client details, co-brand
marketing content to share
with clients and analytical

tools which they can use for
garnering business. We cur-
rently have over 20,000 part-
ners who have subscribed to
Kotak Business Hub. Our
online training initiative
ProStart is well appreciated
by our distribution partners.
We have rolled out many mod-
ules on financial planning,
fixed income markets and
other qualitative topics. All
our content is available on our
YouTube channel Kotak
ProStart.

We recently ran our
Investor Education and
Awareness Campaign “Go
Automatic with Balanced
Advantage Funds”. The
month-long campaign across
TV, digital medium talked
about how balanced advan-
tage funds are a good option
for investments in all kinds of
markets. It is suitable for the
first time investor, the long

term investor as well as the
market timer. Kotak Mutual
Fund is currently present in 4
locations across Chhattisgarh.
Our strong sales and investor
relations team works closely
with the distribution partners
across banks, national distri-
bution and mutual fund dis-
tributors (MFDs).
Chhattisgarh contributes
approximately 0.52% of the
industry AUM in Mutual Fund.
Equity investments contribute
almost 73% of the overall
AUM in Chhattisgarh (as on 31
st March 2022).

Kotak Mutual Fund contin-
ues to create awareness about
mutual funds and financial
planning through its Investor
Education and Awareness
Initiatives. Kotak Mutual Fund
endeavours to continue on
this educative expansion path
by working closely with its
distributors and partners.

Kotak Mutual Fund promotes SIP as an effective investment tool

Raipur, Jul 16:

On the request of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, the date of
farmers’ enrolment
under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) for Kharif sea-
son 2022 has been extend-
ed to July 31 by the
Central Government,
which was earlier July 15.
The Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, has sent a letter
to the Chhattisgarh
Agriculture Production
Commissioner giving in-
formation in this regard.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has appealed to
the farmers of the state
who are still left out to get

their names enrolled
under the said scheme at
the earliest. With the ex-
tension of the enrolment
date under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, farmers of
Chhattisgarh will now be
able to get their Kharif
crops insured till July 31.
The scheme covers insur-
ance of crops including
paddy (irrigated), paddy
(unirrigated), maize, soy-
bean, groundnut,
‘moong’, ‘urad’ and ‘toor’
(arhar). Non-loanee farm-
ers who are landholders
and sharecroppers can
also avail benefit of the

scheme. Risks covered
under the scheme include
yield losses due to non
preventable risks, post-
harvest losses and local-
ized calamities (individ-
ual farm basis). The
claim amount will be
paid as per provision of
scheme. Farmers willing
to insure the notified
crops can contact their
nearest bank or public
service centers or insur-
ance company or rural
post office by 31 July 2022.
For insurance of Kharif
crops, farmers have to
pay 2 per cent of the pre-
mium amount and for in-
surance of horticulture
crops, 5 per cent of the
premium amount as a
contribution.

Deadline extended for farmers’ enrolment
under PM Crop Insurance Scheme till July 31

 Insurance of Kharif
crops till July 31

Raipur, Jul 16: 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday directed the
state authorities to carry
out relief and rescue op-
erations in the districts
under the Bastar divi-
sion, which have been
grappling with a flood-
like situation.

Officials had earlier
said that a total of 26 peo-
ple have lost their lives in
rain-related incidents and
other natural calamities
in the last over one month
in Chhattisgarh, where
heavy downpour battered
south Bastar in the last
few days causing rivers to
flow above the danger

mark. At least 247 houses
were partially or com-
pletely damaged during
the same period in vari-
ous districts as a result of
rainfall.

An official of the state
public relations depart-
ment said on Saturday
that chief minister
Baghel directed
Commerce and Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
to take stock of situation
emerging out of inces-
sant rains in Bijapur and
Sukma districts.

“Baghel has also asked
Lakhma to conduct an
aerial survey of the flood-
hit districts and ensure
relief as well as rescue ex-
ercises in the affected

areas,” he added.
Flood-like situation

was witnessed in the inte-
riors of Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma
districts due to incessant
downpour in the last few
days and the backwater of
Godavari river that flows
along the border of
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana, officials have
said.

Bastar division com-
prises seven districts -
Bastar, Kanker,
Kondgaon, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma.

Meanwhile, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) on
Saturday afternoon pre-

dicted heavy rainfall in
Sukma, Dantewada and
Bijapur districts in the
next 24 hours.

The state has received
an average rainfall of
386.7 mm till Friday since
June 1, with maximum of
933.2 mm rain recorded in
Bijapur district during
this period.

The district officials
have been instructed to
keep the rescue teams on
alert to deal with the
emergency situation.
Officials of the revenue,
district panchayat, jan-
pad panchayat and forest
departments have been
asked to provide relief to
the affected people, they
said.

CM asks authorities to provide relief in parts
of state reeling under flood-like situation Raipur, Jul 16:

The Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
organised at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakholi Raipur concluded
today amid a colorful cul-
tural programmes. NCC
cadets from Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
performed at cultural pro-
gramme, showcasing festi-
vals and traditions of dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Cadets were awarded for
best presentation in group
discussion, poetry recita-
tion and sports competions
like kho-kho, volleyball
and various other activi-
ties. The Chief Guest of
the function, Camp
Commandant Col Rohit

Kumar Kaushik,
Administration Officer
Col Vivek and Guest of
Honor Major GK
Srivastava DSW IGKV
Raipur extended best wish-
es to all the cadets of the
camp. The function was

conducted by NCC officer
JK Singh and cultural pro-
gramme were conducted
by Master Cadets Laxmi
Thakur, Divya Solanki
Amber Singh Parihar and
Pranjal Sharma. In the af-
ternoon, a volleyball com-

petition was also organ-
ised between the military
staff and cadets, which
was won by the cadets
after a hard struggle. A tug
of war competition was
also organised for the girls
cadets.

Advance Leadership Camp concludes

Raipur, Jul 16:

A one-day workshop of
Common Service Centre
(CSC) operators and man-
agers was organized on
the foundation day of CSC
at Red Cross conference
hall of the Collectorate.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure was especially pres-
ent at the workshop.
Speaking on the occasion
he said that CSC had been
providing government
services to the people on
time with full transparen-
cy for the last 12 years.
Information technology is
being used an important

part of administration by
CSCs, he said, adding that
government services have
now come closer to the
people.

District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Dr Ravi
Mittal said that CSC has
done unprecedented work
during COVID pandemic.

People’s confidence has in-
creased in services ren-
dered by CSCs, he added.

CHOiCE Centers and
CSC Centers are being op-
erated in every village as
an institution of
Department of
Information and
Technology, Government

of India in the form of dig-
ital platform. More than
400 services including
Ayushman card making,
e-laborer registration,
Aadhaar banking, educa-
tion, parcel etc are being
provided through CSC e-
governance service.
District Managers were
present in the workshop.

The Collector awarded
CSC operators who per-
formed excellently, with
certificates. Information
about various CSC servic-
es was given at the work-
shop.

Action plan for works to
be carried out in the cur-
rent financial year (2022-
23) was also discussed.
CSC annual report was
presented and e-book of
CSC digital district Durg
was also launched.

CSCs rendering timely services to people
with transparency: Collector 

CSC operators performing excellently awarded

 One day 
workshop on CSC
foundation day

Raipur, Jul 16:

The weekly test of class
10th was conducted in all
the government high
schools of the district in
accordance with the in-
structions of the
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure. Noting
that class 10th examina-
tion results of govern-
ment schools in the aca-
demic session 2022 were
not according to expecta-
tions the Collector in-
structed the District
Education Officer to con-
duct the test.

He stressed the need
for evaluation of students
to bring better results in
the academic session
2022-23. Regular evalua-
tion will help improve
quality of education of
the children, he said.
Monthly and quarterly,

half-yearly, annual exami-
nations will be conducted
as per the instructions of
the School Education

Department. Weekly eval-
uation will be conducted
in the second period for
class 10th students in

Raipur district on the
first, second, third
Saturday of every month.
The selection of ques-
tions will be based on the
topic taught in the cur-
rent week. Students per-
forming better in the
weekly assessment will
be encouraged and reme-
dial teaching will be
arranged for the weak
performing students. The
school excelling in the
weekly evaluation will be
awarded.

Weekly evaluation of Class 10th in all the schools 
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Vishrampuri, Jul 16:

The ‘Shala
Praveshotsav’ (welcome of
students) in Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV), Vishrampuri was
successfully held on
Friday. In this programme
the newly admitted stu-
dents from Class 1st to 6th
were welcomed by apply-
ing ‘tilak’ on their fore-
head and were distributed
School bags as well. Along
with this the students se-
lected for Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya

(JNV) Kondagaon were
also felicitated.

On this occasion the
special guest Dhannu
Ram Markam, Member
State Planning
Commission asked to en-
sure cent percent admis-
sion of the School chil-
dren and remain in the
School till they complete
entire education. In this
programme the Chief
Guest MLA Keshkal Sant
Ram Netam and V-P BDA
could not be present due
to some unavoidable rea-
sons and addressed the

students of the School
through video-conferenc-
ing. MLA extended greet-
ings to all the newly ad-
mitted students in the
School on their first day.

Underlining the impor-
tance of education in life,
MLA held it as one of the
most important aspect of
one’s life. BEO Viplav Dey
also extended greetings to
all the newly admitted stu-
dents in the School and
said that in everybody’s
life, education is always of
utmost importance and
holds top position.

Through Education, one
can achieve anything in
the life and he appealed
the school students to con-
tinue their education till
the end. Asst. Project Co-
ordinator (Girl’s
Education) Poornima
Shrivastava on this occa-
sion wished all the best to
all the newly admitted stu-
dents in the School.

In this programme the
Block Source Co-ordinator
KS oya, District
Panchayat member
Pramila Markam, Janpad
Panchayat V-P Shyama
Sahu, Janpad member
Vinod Nag Patiram
Netam, Sarpanch
Vishrampuri Sushila
Netam, Pushpa
Chandekar, MLA’s rep
Sajid Adwani, Bida
Meshram and all the
sankul ‘samanvayak’ were
present. The progarmme
was conducted by Premlal
Yadav and vote of thanks
was proposed by Manoj
Kushwah BRP.

Students welcomed 
in ‘Praveshotsav’

Held at KGBV Vishsrampuri  

Raipur, Jul 16:

The urge to reach new
heights in life infuses
new energy and enthusi-
asm in a person. The tal-
ent and passion of a per-
son drives him to fulfill
his dream. I also dream to
make name for my family
by performing on major
platform due to my talent,
said Raghunath Nag, a
differently-abled student
studying in class 10 in the
Aaakar institution of
Sukma district. He re-
cently represented the
state of Chhattisgarh in
the National Level Sabal
Awards organized by
Tata Steel Foundation in
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand
state to encourage the
special talent of different-

ly-abled children.
Raghunath proved his tal-
ent among the partici-
pants of 17 states and won
the third prize.
Raghunath is completely

visually impaired but his
spirit and style of living
is inspiring. He has a
wonderful singing talent,
along with playing the
harmonium, Raghunath

created such a mix of
notes by singing “Aisi
Lagi Lagan...” that every-
one was mesmerized.
Women and Child
Development Minister
Mrs Anila Bhedia and
Sukma Collector, Haris. S
congratulated Raghunath
for his outstanding
achievement and wished
him all the best for his up-
coming successes.
Raghunath has been
awarded a citation and a
cheque of Rs 10,000 by the
Sabal Foundation.

Raghunath Nag, a resi-
dent of village
Sonakukanar under
Sukma development
block, is the fourth of five
siblings. Raghunath, who
was visually impaired
since birth, saw the world
with his mind’s eyes and
it was full of colours. At
the age of about 12,
Raghunath’s father  Sonu
Ram Nag got him en-
rolled in a Aaakar institu-
tion, where children with
disabilities are provided
education with special
care.

Ch’garh’s visually impaired student
Raghunath wins third prize in Sabal Awards
 Women and Child

Development
Minister Bhedia
congratulated him
and extended her
best wishes

Konta, Jul 16: 

The havoc of flood is in-
creasing continuously in
Konta town of Sukma dis-
trict, NH 30 was also
closed from the water
level. Roads and houses
are full of water. of

Konta Nagar Ward no-
15,14,13,12,11,05,06 is af-
fected by flood. The dis-
trict is affected by floods.
The district administra-
tion team is stationed on
the flood affected areas
and the district adminis-
tration is also giving ad-

vice to the people after
taking stock of the flood
affected areas. National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams are also
present in relief work in
Konta Nagar. In Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana’s
Bhadrachalam Godavari
adjoining Chhattisgarh,
the water has increased

up to 69 feet. If the back
water of Godavari contin-
ues to be pushed like this,
then the water level of
Shabari of Konta Nagar
will increase further and
the flood can turn into a
terrible form. In Konta
city, local administration
and police and Nagar
Panchayat are continu-

ously displacing people in
relief camps by Konta.

Regional MLA and
Cabinet Minister Kawasi
Lakhma is constantly in
touch with the people and
directed the Collector of
Sukma district to provide
help to the people in the af-
fected areas of the dis-
trict.

Flood havoc in Konta town, water enters houses, NH 30 closed
Bilaspur, Jul 16: St.
Xavier’s high School
Bharni organized a Traffic
Awareness Seminar in
school premises in associ-
ation with Traffic Police
Bilaspur. The objective of
the seminar was to create
awareness about traffic
safety rules among the stu-
dents, staff and parents.

Road accidents have
been a major cause for
concern across the Indian
subcontinent. In 2020
alone, the country report-
ed nearly 132 thousand fa-
talities due to road acci-
dents. Each year, about
three to five percent of the
country’s GDP was invest-
ed in road accidents.
Notably, while India has
about one percent of the
world’s vehicle population,

it also accounted for about
six percent of the global
road traffic incidents.
Almost 70 percent of the
accidents involved young
Indians. 700 students of
class IX to XII along with
the staff of the school at-
tended the seminar. Uma
Shanker Pandey -Sub
Inspector Traffic Police
Bilaspur along with his
team mates were present
to explain the traffic rules
and the casualties happen-

ing every year due to road
accidents. The school prin-
cipal, Jitinder Singh
Hundal welcomed the traf-
fic police and extended
their thanks for creating
the awareness among stu-
dents and for their selfless
services for the safety and
security of public. Asim
Das- PGT Physical
Education coordinated the
programme. The pro-
gramme culminated with
singing of patriotic song.

SXHS Bharni hosts traffic
awareness seminar

Geedam/Dantewada,
Jul 16: Dantewada
Collector Vineet
Nandanwar visited the
Education City Jawanga
located in Geedam Block
of Dantewada district on
Friday. Collector Vineet
Nandanwar inspected
Aastha Vidya Mandir
English Medium School
(AVMEMS) and discussed
with staff about educa-
tion, health and other ac-
tivities conducted in the
school.

Principal Gopal Pandey
provided information
about Education City in-
cluding Aastha Vidya
Mandir and discussed re-
garding admission of stu-
dents and recruitment of
teachers. As importance of
spoken english, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar inter-
acted with the students in

English and gave best
wishes and inspiration to
achieve success in future.

Collector Vineet
Nandanwar saw the inno-
vations and project models
made by the students in
the science laboratory.
Science laboratory in-
charge cum teacher
Amujuri Biswanath ex-
plained working process
about 3D printer, wood
products made from lathe
machine and INSPIRE
Award Manak projects se-
lected for national exhibi-
tion and project competi-
tion by Department of
Science & Technology
Government of India and
National Innovation
Foundation.

Collector Nandanwar
suggested to set up the
competition books in the
library and discussed with

librarian Nathuram
Anant about making e-li-
brary. Music teacher
Mukesh Kashyap ex-
plained about different
types of musical instru-
ments and students music
enthusiasm. Collector
Vineet Nandanwar also
visited the Saksham

Residential School,
Eklavya Sports Complex,
BPO Call Center located in
Education City Jawanga.
He appreciated the
achievements and teach-
ing process of all the edu-
cational institutions oper-
ating in the Education
City. By taking good initia-

tives in the field of educa-
tion, the district adminis-
tration inspired to illumi-
nate the name of
Dantewada district at the
state and national level.

During this, District
Panchayat CEO Akash
Chhikara, Geedam
Assistant Block Education
Officer Bhavani Poonam,
Geedam Block Resource
Coordinator Anil Sharma,
Assistant Program
Coordinator Keshav
Singh, Rajendra Pandey,
Assistant Sports Officer
Satish Srivastava, Aastha
Vidya Mandir teacher
Rabindranath Panigrahi,
Pramod Gupta, Amujuri
Biswanath, Saksham 1
Superintendent Pramod
Karma, Saksham 2
Superintendent Rama
Karma and concerned
staff were present.

Collector inspects AVMEMS and Education City Jawanga

Vishrampuri, Jul 16:
The elections of student’s
council of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium School,
(SAGEMS), Vishrampuri
was held on Thursday and
in this selection of Class
Head (CH), School Head

(SH), Dy. CH and Dy. SH
was done through elec-
tions in the presence of
the Principal and all the
teachers. There was lot of
competitions for almost all
the four posts and finally
the results were declared.

In the result of polling,
Bhavesh Yadav was elect-
ed as the Class head (Boys)
and Kiran Sen as Class
Head (Girls). As Dy. CH-
Tanvir Lasar was elected

for Boy’s and Mahima
Nanvani as CH (Girls).

The School
Management, Principal
and all the teachers of the
school have extended
greetings to the newly
elected Class representa-
tives in the School and sug-
gested them to fulfill their
responsibilities. All the
winners have expressed
gratitude towards all for
voting in their favour.

Student Council of SAGEMS formed

 Bhavesh elected
Class head (boys),
Kiran as CH (Girls)

AAmmaarrkkaannttaakk,,  JJuull  1166::  

A two-day international semi-
nar on ‘Sociality and Cultural
Heritage of Ramayana’ was
organized by the Department
of English and Foreign
Languages ??of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal University,
Amarkantak.  The inaugural
session of the symposium
started with lamp lighting,
Saraswati Vandana and univer-
sity song.   The welcome
address was given by Professor
Abhilasha Singh, the develop-
ment journey of the university
was given by Professor Renu
Singh and the faculty informa-
tion was provided by Professor
Krishna Singh.   After that, the
Vice Chancellor of the universi-
ty, Professor Sriprakash Mani
Tripathi, in his address, was
told the usefulness of Lord
Rama and Ramayana in the
public, he said that Lord Rama

has both the beginning and the
end, Lord Rama contains the
whole world. Dialogue with
Lord Rama  That is, communi-
cation with the soul.

Today, at the feet of Shri
C h i t r a k o o t
T u l s i p e e t h a d h i s h w a r
Padmavibhushan Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya Swami
Rambhadracharya Ji Maharaj,
the ground of the university
has become holy. The chief
guest of the program, Shri
C h i t r a k o o t
T u l s i p e e t h a d h i s h w a r

Padmavibhushan Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya Swami
Rambhadracharya Ji Maharaj,
while congratulating the uni-
versity family on this interna-
tional seminar, said that
Ramayana has a social and cul-
tural heritage.  

He further said that the
word ‘social’ is used a lot in
plays.  The words society and
culture are ancient, society
refers to that which rises above
animal instincts.  Society is the
conscious talent of the nation.
It has been told in the

Ramayana that animals also
have a society, apes have a
society, and birds also have a
society.  That is, the one who
has a sense of duty is a part of
the society.  There are many
such incidents in Ramayana
when animals and birds sup-
ported Lord Shri Ram and
stood against injustice.  There
is a sense of humanity in the
soul of apes.  There is a men-
tion of a bird Jatayu in the
Ramayana who resisted
because he was aware of his
duties.  Here duty is humanity.  

Culture is a system and soci-
ety is its result.  Where there is
discipline in mobility, there is
society.  Ramayana works to
remove animal instincts from
humans and makes them sense
of duty.  In whose life any one
of literature, music and art
comes, animality is eradicated
from his mind, deed and words.
There is a context of Lord Rama
and Kevat in Ramayana, which
gives a complete explanation
of Hinduism and Hindutva.  The
word Hindu is synonymous
with Indianness.  The heritage
of both society and culture is
‘Ramayana’, we all should read
and mold it in our lives.

The inaugural session was
conducted by Dr. Rishi Paliwal.
In the end the vote of thanks
was given by Dr. Govind
Narayan Mishra.  A large num-
ber of students, officers,
teachers and staff were pres-
ent in the program.

‘Ramayana is the heritage of society and culture’
KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuull  1166::  Guddi
Podiami’s face blossomed with
joy when she received the gift of
the tricycle. On the other hand,
Mrs. Balmati Nag expressed her
happiness on getting the wheel
chair. Collector Harish S hand-
ed over a tricycle to Guddi
Podiami and wheel chair to Mrs.
Balmati Nag. On getting the tri-
cycle and wheel chair, the differ-
ently-abled expressed their grat-
itude to the administration for
this gift. 

Guddi Podiami, a resident of
Sodipara Sukma, is suffering
from polio since birth. Despite
this, he contribute in agricultural
work. For the past few days, due
to physical disability and increas-
ing pain in the legs, he was find-
ing it difficult to move. After
getting the tricycle, Guddi
Podiami wants to do her own
business apart from farming so
that he can fully meet the
expenses of their family. Guddi

Podiami told that earlier I
thought that I would have to buy
a tricycle with my own money.
That’s why I wasn’t trying for a
tricycle. Then one day, Ravi
Madvi, the area coordinator of
the District Disabled
Rehabilitation Center Sukma,
told me that you would get a tri-
cycle from the Disabled
Rehabilitation Center without
spending, then I was very happy.

He said that the day the tricycle
was told, was provided on the
same day. I am also very glad
that I did not have to wander
here and there. On the other
hand, Mrs. Balmati Nag, a resi-
dent of Birsathpal, had become a
victim of paralysis. She was
unable to carry out her daily
activities. They were provided
with wheelchairs for daily rou-
tine and commuting facilities.

Guddi Podiami smiles 
as she receives a tricycle



Patients not being
screened for Covid-19
Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  1166::    Patients re-
porting in the district to health
centers with cough cold and
other flu like aliments are not
being screened for Covid-19.
According to the information re-
ceived from the Health
Department, 31,482 people have
come under the grip of corona
infection in the last two years in
Dhamtari district with a popula-
tion of 8 lakh, out of which
30,866 people have become
healthy, while 591 people suc-
cumbed to the infection.

At present, corona infection is
spreading rapidly in Durg and
Bilaspur including the capital
Raipur, whose effect is also
being seen in Dhamtari district.
Dhamtari is a district adjacent to
Raipur and Durg district and
every day hundreds of people
from here travel to Raipur, Durg
for some work or the other. Even
after increasing the rate of infec-
tion here, people have not been
careful as a result of which Covid
infections in Dhamtari city is in-
creasing rapidly.  

According to the information

received from the sources, in
Dhamtari District Hospital from
April-2022 till date, about 13
hundred people were tested
with antigen kit, in which many
positive patients have been
found. In this, the maximum
number of infected patients has
been reported in the months of
June and July. 

Surveillance Officer Dr Vijay
Phoolmali says that the corona
virus is an air-borne infection,
and the rate of infection is in-
creasing continuously in other
districts including the capital
Raipur. If the Corona guide line
is violated, then Dhamtari dis-
trict will also not remain un-
touched by it. Wearing a mask,
following social distancing is
mandatory.

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
"To avoid corona infection, it

is mandatory to follow the
guidelines of the government in-
cluding wearing of masks, and
social distancing in crowded
areas. Emphasis is being placed
on vaccination campaign. There
are 25 active patients in the dis-
trict."

--  DDrr..  DDKK  TTuurrrree,,  CCMMHHOO
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Watershed mission will expand 
livelihood activities: Giriraj Singh

Central Chronicle News

Korba Jul 16: Union
Minister of Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj, Giriraj
Singh inaugurated the
National Watershed
Conference under the
Department of Land
Resources, Ministry of
Rural Development. Along
with this, the e-book pub-
lished under the ministry
was also released on this
occasion.

It may be noted that wa-
tershed projects of 27 mil-
lion hectares are going on
across the country under
the Watershed Scheme,
under this, water conser-
vation works are being
done. Union Minister
Singh attended the main
program organized at
Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi
through video conferenc-
ing from Korba and on the

occasion of the inaugural
program of the confer-
ence, he said that along
with water conservation,
livelihood activities will
also be expanded through
the Watershed Mission.

He said that the water-
shed mission would in-
crease the fertility of the
land, which would lead to
higher crop production

and farmers would get
more opportunities to earn
more profits. He said that
in addition to traditional
farming, emphasis should
also be laid on horticulture
crops, due to which em-
ployment opportunities
will also be available for
women self help groups.

The Union Minister said
that the world is facing

water crisis on one hand
and on the other hand,
under the Watershed
Mission, the Government
of India is collecting water
to promote water conserva-
tion, due to which, along
with increase in irrigation,
opportunities for liveli-
hood activities are also in-
creasing. He stressed on
making efforts towards

converting barren land
into fertile land with the
help of technology and
benefiting more and more
farmers. Collector Sanjeev
Jha, ADM Vijendra Patle,
Deputy Director
Agriculture Anil Shukla
were present from NIC
room on the occasion of in-
auguration of National
Water Shed Conference.

Minister of State for
Steel and Rural
Development Shri Faggan
Singh Kulaste, Minister of
State for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and Rural
Development Sadhvi
Niranjan Jyoti and
Minister of State for
Panchayati Raj-Kapil
Moreshwar Patil and
other officials attended
the conference from
Plenary Hall Vigyan
Bhawan Delhi through
video conferencing.

Central Chronicle News

Raigarh, Jul 16: The
dispute between Jindal
Industries (JSP) and Steel
Industry Association
(SIA), which has been
going on for the last three
days over power supply,
has become tense.

Surprisingly, this time
there has been a split in
the steel union itself on
the issue of power supply.
Some industrialists of the
union seem to be isolated
from the movement of
other industrial opera-
tors, due to which the in-
dustrialists of the city
have come to a state of
confusion.

On this subject, the
Steel Association organ-
ized a press conference on
Monday evening and ex-

pressed its desire to meet
JSP Chairman Naveen
Jindal through the media,
as well as accusing the
JSP management of being
arbitrarily and conspira-
torially forcing them to
create a situation of lock-

down in the industries.
In this press conference

that lasted for about an
hour, industrialist Rakesh
Aggarwal on behalf of the
Steel Association said that
Jindal Industries is not
giving them electricity ac-

cording to the demand for
the last several years, but
this time the situation has
become such that they
have to run the industry in
proportion to the capacity.

Steel union secretary
Yogesh Agrawal and other

representatives said that
peaceful demonstrations
are being held by them for
the last three days for the
demand of power supply.
On the other hand, Jindal
Udyog, citing the coal cri-
sis, said in this matter that
rail services are disrupted
all over the country, so
coal is not being supplied.

At the same time, the
price of coal is at a record
high. In such a situation,
if electricity is provided
on the terms of the con-
tract, then JSP will suffer
a loss of about 1.5 crores
daily. In such a situation,
electricity duty is being
sought from the steel
union at an increased rate,
but no consent has been
received by them to pay
the duty contrary to the
contract.

Lock horn between JSP and SIA over power supply

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 16: Shravan
month, the beloved month
of Lord Shiva, started this
Thursday and there will
be four Mondays, in which
Shiva devotees will wor-
ship by keeping a fast. On
the first day of the month
of Sawan, devotees start-
ed queuing for darshan at
the 6th century Shri
Kuleshwar Mahadev tem-
ple, situated in the middle
of the Sangam River.

A continuous long line
of Shiva devotees re-
mained in the temple till 6
pm and according to the
priests of the temple on
the first day, about 4000
devotees reached and per-
formed darshan. This is
the first time in the histo-
ry of Rajim, when devo-

tees are taking advantage
of the darshan worship by
reaching Sri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Temple situated
in the middle of Triveni
Sangam River during
rainy season especially in
the month of Shravan.

There is tremendous en-
thusiasm among the peo-
ple to walk in the river
flood water and
Lakshman Jhula from
above.

Rajusingh Thakur,
Priest of Shri Kuleshwar

Mahadev Temple,
Sarvarkar Chandrabhan
Singh Thakur of Shri
Rajiv Lochan Mandir
Trust, Vishal Nath,
Mohan Nath Yogi told
that this is the first time,
when there is a long
queue since morning on
the first day of Shravan
month and there was a
continuous flow of devo-
tees till 6:00 pm.

In the morning, after
the doors of the temple
were opened for the devo-
tees, Aarti worship took
place at 12:00 in the after-
noon, amidst the chanting
of mantra, Jalabhishek
and Dugdhabhishek. On
the first day, the team of
Kanwar Yatris had also
reached in the morning,
adding fervour to the 
devotion.

Devotees flock Shri Kuleshwar Mahadev temple

AERIAL VIEW OF EXPRESSWAY

Bundelkhand: Aerial view of Bundelkhand Expressway, to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on July 16. 
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BRIEF

4 arrested
Bareilly (UP): Four
people were arrested
and 25 others booked
in connection with a
clash between mem-
bers of two communi-
ties here that left
three persons serious-
ly injured, police said.
The station house offi-
cer (SHO) of
Premnagar police sta-
tion has also been sus-
pended for negli-
gence, they said.
Members of two com-
munities attacked
each other with
sharp-edged weapons
when a municipal cor-
poration team was
clearing encroach-
ment by a biryani
shop in the
Premnagar area here
on Thursday, accord-
ing to police.

11 cops suspended in

Jalna for absenteeism

Jalna: The superin-
tendent of police in
Maharashtra’s Jalna
district has suspend-
ed 11 police personnel
and instituted an in-
quiry against them
for not reporting to
work, said an officer.
Superintendent of
Police Akshay Shinde
said these cops re-
mained absent from
duty for many days
without prior permis-
sion or valid reason.
Those suspended in-
cluded four policemen
working in district po-
lice headquarters and
three posted at the
Bhokardan police sta-
tion, the officer said.

Pak woman
arrested

Jammu: A Pakistani
woman was arrested
by the Army after she
crossed the Line of
Control (LoC) in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch
district on Friday
night, officials said.
She was identified as
Rozina (49), a resident
of the Ferozbanda
area in Pakistan’s
Islamabad, they said.
Rozina crossed the
LoC at Chakra da
Bagh in Poonch and
was arrested, the offi-
cials said.

Women safety 
New Delhi: Civic
agencies will light up
more than 1,000 dark
spots in Delhi, with
the Centre providing
Rs 11 crore for the
project aimed at
strengthening women
safety in the national
capital, officials said.
“Such spots in south,
west and north Delhi
will soon be illumi-
nated with new LED
lights as Rs 11 crore
has been sanctioned
by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs in this re-
gard,” they said. The
city government will
also launch a web por-
tal and mobile appli-
cation to monitor the
functioning of the
lights and keep them
in working condition
by prompt mainte-
nance, they said.

Man held 
Thiruvananthapuram:
The Narcotic cell of
Kerala police on
Saturday took into
custody a 39-year old
man after a raid was
conducted at his
house and seized over
200 kg of ganja. Police
took into custody
Kishore, who was
staying at a rented
place at
Venjaramoodu near
here based on a tip-off.
“A team led by nar-
cotics cell DySP, with
the help of
Venjaramoodu police
apprehended the ac-
cused from his house.

Amaravati, Jul 16 (PTI):

Flood flow at the Sir
Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowaleswaram near
Rajamahendravaram in
Andhra Pradesh crossed
the 24 lakh cusecs mark on
Saturday morning and is
expected to go further up
during the day.

Close to 300 villages
under 42 mandals in six
districts along the
Godavari course are reel-
ing under the flood impact
while another 177 villages
lay marooned, according
to the State Disaster
Management Authority.

The worst hit was
Konaseema district where
36 lanka (island) villages
were totally inundated.

About 220 relief camps
are continuing in different
districts where 62,337 peo-
ple from flood-hit habita-
tions have been sheltered,

according to SDMA
Managing Director B R
Ambedkar. Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
spoke to Collectors of the
affected districts and di-
rected them to be on high
alert at least for the next 24

hours. Ten teams each of
the NDRF and the SDRF
have been engaged in res-
cue and relief operations.

The Chief Minister
asked the district
Collectors to ensure distri-
bution of 25-kg rice, one kg

each of toor dal, potatoes,
onions and edible oil to the
flood-hit families.

Those sheltered in relief
centres should be given Rs
2,000 per family or Rs 1,000
per head, the Chief
Minister said.

Godavari flood swells in AP,
several villages marooned

East Godavari: View of flood affected areas in East Godavari district during aerial survey
by Andhra Pradesh CM Y S Jaganmohan Reddy. 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

As elected lawmakers
from across the country
gear up for voting in the
presidential poll on
Monday, those from Uttar
Pradesh will have the max-
imum vote value among
MLAs, while the vote
value of those from
Sikkim is the lowest.

Members of Parliament
have a much higher vote
value at 700.

The vote value of each
of the 403 MLAs of Uttar
Pradesh is 208, which pegs
the cumulative value at
83,824. Each MLA of Tamil
Nadu and Jharkhand has
a vote value of 176 fol-
lowed by that of
Maharashtra (175), Bihar
(173), Andhra Pradesh
(159). The cumulative vote
value of the 234-member
Tamil Nadu assembly is
41,184 and that of 81-mem-
ber Jharkhand is 14,256.
The vote value of the 288-
member Maharashtra as-

sembly is 50,400 and 243-
member Bihar house is
42,039 and 175-member
Andhra Pradesh assembly
is 27,825. The vote value of
an MLA is calculated on
the basis of the total popu-
lation of the state, based
on the 1971 census.

Among smaller states,
the vote value of each
MLA of Sikkim is 7, fol-
lowed by Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram (8
each), Nagaland (9),
Meghalaya (17), Manipur
(18) and Goa (20). The vote
value of an MLA of the
Union Territory of
Puducherry is 16.

The vote value of 72-
member Sikkim assembly
is 224, 40-member
Mizoram assembly is 320,
60-member assembly of
Arunachal Pradesh is 480,
60-member Nagaland as-
sembly is 540, 60-member
Meghalaya house is 1020,
60-member Manipur as-
sembly is 1080 and 40-
member Goa assembly is

800. The value of the vote
of a Member of
Parliament was reduced to
700 from 708 due to the ab-
sence of a legislative as-
sembly in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The value of the vote of
an MP in a presidential
election is based on the
number of elected mem-
bers in legislative assem-
blies of states and union
territories, including
Delhi, Puducherry and
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Electoral College
for the presidential elec-
tion comprises the mem-
bers of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and those of the leg-
islative assemblies of
states and union territo-
ries including Delhi,
Puducherry and Jammu
and Kashmir.

Before it was bifurcated
into two union territories
of Ladakh, and Jammu &
Kashmir in August 2019,
the erstwhile state of J&K
had 83 assembly seats.

Uttar Pradesh MLAs’ vote
value highest, Sikkim’s lowest

TT he first case of Monkey
Pox is detected and con-

firmed from Kerala. The
Central Government has taken
a serious note on this develop-
ment.  It has deputed the best
team to tackle the any nega-
tive situation arising from the
infection. This brings many
questions to our mind as we
are just crippling back from
the worst pandemic of the
century of Covid 19.

Monkey Pox virus was dis-
covered in 1958 while working
on Monkeys, the natural host
of this virus are rodents and
small mammals. The monkey
pox is endemic in west and
central African countries also
some out breaks across the
world are reported in past. 

Recently many countries
like America, Europe, north
Africa and Australia have
reported dozens of cases in
last two months. The current
knowledge about the virus
behavior is limited and most of
the evidences are from African
continent. Some of the top sci-

entist believes, we must be
worried about the situation. At
the same time few of the
researches are in view that as
the transmission is not easy as
the monkey pox causes a skin
lesion which looks similar to
small pox and not easily trans-
mitted. Monkeypox is trans-
mitted through close contact
and respiratory droplet. 

What is more important is
there are many drugs and vac-
cines which are available to
treat small pox can be used
for the monkey pox treat-
ment.

The scientist has started
working on sequencing the
viral samples, to better under-
stand the origin of the virus.
This will also tell whether
some mutation is acquired by
this virus in due course of
time. But the problem with
this virus is it has two lakh
base pair genome and is
tedious to work with.

The real challenge is to stop
the spread of virus in wider
population, proper education

and tracking the cases will be
the first priority, swift action
has to be taken to contain the
virus in a population.  Once
again, the outbreak has raised
many questions, why we are
seeing so many zoonotic infec-
tions, transferred from wild
animals to humans. There is
no straight answer to this as
some studies shows that due
to increased interaction
between the wild animals and
humans has led to this. 

Some research group
believes it is happening due to
climate change we are seeing
reemergence of many viral
infection. Some researchers
are in view that the over all
immunity of the population
has decreased due to various
reasons. In case of monkey-
pox only time will tell how fast
and furious this virus is
spreading and how well we
are equipped with to tackle
the situation.

PPrrooff..  VV  PP  KKoollllaa
DDiirreeccttoorr  AAIIBB

AAmmiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh    

Do we need to worry: Monkey Pox?

Srinagar, Jul 16 (PTI):

Authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Kupwara
district ordered an inquiry
on Friday into a June 19
encounter between terror-
ists and security forces in
which four ultras, includ-
ing one who was arrested
earlier, were killed.

The encounter broke
out at Chandigam in the
Lolab area of the north
Kashmir district.

The Lolab sub-division-
al magistrate (SDM) has
been appointed as the in-
quiry officer to conduct a
magisterial enquiry under
section 176 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(CrPc) into the anti-terror-
ism operation at
Chandigam, according to
an official spokesperson.

“The public is hereby in-
formed that if anyone has
any kind of information
regarding the subject, he
or she may submit or get
his or her statement
recorded at the office of
the SDM, Lolab within
seven days from the date of
publishing this notice,”
the spokesperson said.

The security forces had
launched a search opera-
tion in a forest area of
Chandigam on the basis of
information provided by
arrested terrorist Showkat
Ahmad Sheikh, police
said.

During the search of a
terrorist hideout, the ul-
tras hiding there started
firing indiscriminately at
the search party, which
was retaliated effectively,
leading to the encounter.

Inquiry ordered into
encounter in J&K’s Kupwara

Fake currency notes
with face value of
Rs 8 lakh seized in

Bihar, 4 held
MMoottiihhaarrii:: Police on Saturday
claimed to have seized fake cur-
rency notes with a face value of
Rs eight lakh and arrested four
persons in this connection in
East Champaran district of
Bihar. The district police chief
Kumar Ashish told reporters
that the fake currency racket
was operated from a cyber cafe
in Chhatauni police station area
and the accused persons
revealed during interrogation
that they picked up the tech-
nique of printing the counterfeit
notes from an online video shar-
ing and social media platform.
“The arrested persons include
Sandeep Sahni, the master-
mind, Rajesh Kumar who runs
the cyber cafe besides their
associates Deepak and Subodh
who are from the neighbouring
district of Sheohar,” the super-
intendent of police said.

Chandigarh, Jul 16 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Saturday said around 51
lakh households in the
state will receive zero elec-
tricity bills and asserted
that the promise of 300
units of free power has
been implemented from
July 1.

I am going to share good
news with Punjabis re-
garding electricity guar-
antee the promise of free
electricity has come into
effect from July 1 the (elec-
tricity) bill for July-August
will come in the first week
of September

The good news is that
around 51 lakh households
will get zero electricity
bills what we say, we do it,
Mann said in a tweet in
Punjabi. The AAP-led gov-
ernment had earlier an-

nounced that it will pro-
vide 300 units of free elec-
tricity to every household
from July 1.

Giving 300 units of free
electricity was one of the
major poll promises of the
Aam Aadmi Party during
the Punjab assembly elec-
tions. Party’s national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal
had promised free electric-
ity of up to 300 units per
household in the state in
June last year. Kejriwal
had also promised waiver

of pending electricity bills
and round-the-clock power
supply in the state.

In April, Mann had said
if electricity consumption
exceeds 600 units in two
months, then a consumer
will have to pay for the en-
tire power usage.

But scheduled castes,
backward castes, below-
poverty-line households
and freedom fighters will
be charged just for over
and above 600 units, the
chief minister had then
clarified.

Punjab has a two-month
billing cycle for power sup-
ply. When Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema presented the
state budget on June 27, he
had said that providing 300
units of free power will
put an additional burden
of Rs 1,800 crore on the
state exchequer.

Around 51 lakh households to get zero
electricity bill: Punjab CM Mann
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London, Jul 16 (PTI):

The crux of the UK
prime ministerial fron-
trunner Rishi Sunak’s
message was around hon-
esty as he clashed with
his four remaining rivals
in the first televised de-
bate of the race to replace
Boris Johnson as the
Conservative Party
leader. Former Chancellor
Sunak, who is standing
firm on his economic plan
of prudency over immedi-
ate tax cuts, went head-to-
head with Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss over
her promise to slash taxes
from day one if she is
elected as the new incum-
bent at 10 Downing Street.

Trade Minister Penny
Mordaunt, among the top
three candidates, also
wants to cut some taxes,
with Kemi Badenoch and
Tom Tugendhat slightly
more measured in laying
out their plans over the
dominant issue of the
race. You have to be hon-

est. Borrowing your way
out of inflation isn’t a
plan, it’s a fairytale,
Sunak told Truss, as the
Channel 4 debate on
Friday night got heated
and he rubbished her pro-
posals and warned

against an “unfunded
spree” of tax cuts.

All five candidates ad-
mitted Johnson had been
less than honest over the
Downing Street parties
when asked about party-
gate, with Tugendhat the

only candidate to reply a
categorical No when
asked if he trusted the
outgoing Prime Minister.

A snap survey from
Opinium on who per-
formed best at the end of
the 90-minute lively ex-
change put Tugendhat as
the winner with 36 per
cent of the vote, followed
by Sunak on 24 per cent.

Both Mordaunt and
Badenoch received 12 per
cent of the vote, with
Truss trailing on 7 per
cent. The latest betting
odds analysis shows
Mordaunt in the lead as
the bookie favourite, fol-
lowed by Sunak, Truss,
Badenoch and Tugendhat.

All five candidates will
clash in a television de-
bate on Sunday before the
third round of voting set
on Monday, when
Conservative MPs will
further narrow down the
field as the candidate with
the least votes is knocked
out of the race until only
two remain.

Rishi Sunak plugs for honesty
in first UK PM race debate

Conservative MP and Britain’s former Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Rishi Sunak (C) stands with Tees Valley Mayor
Ben Houchen (R) and activists during a visit to Teesside
Freeport in Redcar, north east England on July 16 as part of
his bid to become the next leader of the Conservative
party. 

Bangkok, Jul 16 (AP):

Financial leaders of the
Group of 20 richest and
biggest economies have
wrapped up meetings on
the Indonesian resort is-
land of Bali without a
final joint communique
after talks were overshad-
owed by divisions over the
war in Ukraine.

As G-20 host this year,
Indonesia has sought to
bridge divisions between
G-20 members over
Russia’s invasion, but en-
mity over the conflict was
evident even as the fi-
nance ministers and cen-
tral bank chiefs appeared
to concur on the urgency
of global economic chal-
lenges, including decades-
high inflation and food in-
security, which has been
worsened by the war.

Asked why there was no
joint statement or commu-
nique from the meeting,
Indonesian Finance
Minister Sri Mulyani
Indrawati said that all in-

volved agreed the meeting
took place under a very
challenging and difficult
situation because of the
geopolitical tensions.”

She said delegates had
expressed sympathy that
Indonesia has to manage
this situation.”

But Indrawati and
Indonesian central bank
Gov. Perry Warjiyo said
Indonesia would later re-
lease a G-20 chair’s state-
ment that would include
two paragraphs describ-
ing areas where the partic-
ipants failed to agree.

Indrawati said there
were still issues that could
not be reconciled, because
they want to express their
views related to the war.”

In the statement related
to the war there are still
views that are different
within the G-20,” she said.

Indrawati outlined a
range of areas where the
members did agree, in-
cluding the need to im-
prove food security, to sup-
port the creation of a fund-
ing mechanism for pan-
demic preparedness, pre-
vention and responses, on
working toward a global
tax agreement and on fa-
cilitating financing of
transitions toward cleaner
energy to cope with cli-
mate change.

The progress is more
than expected,” Warjiyo
said. With inflation run-
ning at four-decade highs
U.S. consumer prices were
up 9.1% in June Warjiyo
said participants were
strongly committed to
achieving price stability.”

G20 finance meetings in Bali 
overshadowed by war in Ukraine

South Korea Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Economy and Finance Choo Kyung-ho (L) walks with
International Monetary Fund chief Kristalina Georgieva (R)
before their bilateral meeting attending the G20 Finance
Ministers Meeting in Nusa Dua, on Indonesia resort island
of Bali, on July 16.

United Nations, Jul 16 (PTI):

The United Nations in
Sri Lanka has urged all
stakeholders in the island
nation to ensure a peaceful
transition of power in full
respect for the
Constitution and to ensure
that the root causes of the
current instability and
people’s grievances are ad-
dressed. Following the res-
ignation of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, UN
Resident Coordinator in
Sri Lanka Hanaa Singer-
Hamdy said in a statement
on Friday that it is impera-
tive that the transition of
power is accompanied by
broad and inclusive con-
sultation within and out-
side Parliament. The
United Nations in Sri
Lanka urges all stakehold-
ers to ensure a peaceful

transition of power in full
respect for the
Constitution. It is impor-
tant that the root causes of
the current instability and
the people’s grievances are
addressed. Dialogue with
all stakeholders is the best
way to address the con-
cerns and fulfil the aspira-
tions of all Sri Lankans,
she said. Singer-Hamdy
added that the authorities
must ensure that in main-
taining law and order the
security forces exercise re-
straint and operate in
strict compliance with
human rights principles
and standards.

The United Nations
stands ready to provide
support to the
Government and people of
Sri Lanka to address both
immediate and long-term
needs, she said. Ranil

Wickremesinghe was on
Friday sworn in as Sri
Lanka’s interim President
until Parliament elects a
successor to Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who resigned
after protests against his
government for mishan-
dling the economy that
bankrupted the country.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as the acting
president of Sri Lanka be-
fore Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya, the
prime minister’s office
said in a statement.

Rajapaksa has resigned,
Parliament Speaker
Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena officially
announced on Friday, two
days after the embattled
leader fled the country in
the face of massive
protests against his gov-
ernment.

Ensure peaceful transition of power in full
respect for the Constitution in Sri Lanka: UNJeddah, Jul 16 (AP):

President Joe Biden said
he brought up the murder
of Jamal Khashoggi in his
meeting Friday with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, rejecting the
idea that he was ignoring
the kingdom’s human
rights abuses as he tries to
reset a critical diplomatic
relationship.

“I said, very straightfor-
wardly, for an American
president to be silent on an
issue of human rights is
inconsistent with who we
are and who I am,” Biden
said. “I’ll always stand up
for our values.” US intelli-
gence believes that the
crown prince likely ap-
proved the killing of
Khashoggi, a US-based
writer, four years ago.

Biden said Prince
Mohammed claimed that
he was not personally re-

sponsible for the death. I
indicated I thought he
was, the president said he
replied. It was the first en-
counter between the two
leaders, beginning with a
fist bump outside the royal
palace in Jeddah, in a rela-
tionship that could re-
shape security partner-
ships in the Middle East
and the flow of oil world-
wide. For now, it appeared
that they were taking in-
cremental steps forward
together. Biden announced
that US peacekeepers
would leave the Red Sea is-
land of Tiran by the end of
the year. Saudi Arabia
hopes to develop tourist at-
tractions there, part of the
kingdom’s effort to expand
its economy beyond oil.
Because of a complex
diplomatic arrangement
governing control of the
strategically located is-
land, America’s departure

required Israel’s assent,
and the deal was the latest
reflection of warmer rela-
tions between the Israelis
and Saudis.

The agreement followed
an earlier announcement
that the Saudis were end-
ing strict limits on Israeli
commercial flights over
their territory. Biden also
said progress was being
made on extending the
ceasefire in Yemen, where
Saudi Arabia had been
battling Iran-backed mili-
tants, leading to a humani-

tarian crisis. The presi-
dent’s three hours at the
royal palace in Jeddah
were seen as a diplomatic
win for the crown prince,
who has tried to rehabili-
tate his image, draw in-
vestments to the kingdom
for his reform plans and
bolster the kingdom’s se-
curity relationship with
the U.S. Biden seemed to
approach it as a necessary
if somewhat distasteful
step to improve relations
with the the world’s top oil
exporter at a time of ris-
ing gas prices and concern
about Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions. The meeting drew
outrage from critics who
believed Biden was aban-
doning his pledges on
human rights, particular-
ly when it came to the
murder of Khashoggi, a
US-based journalist who
wrote for The Washington
Post.

Biden says he raised Khashoggi murder with crown prince

US President Joe Biden
(behind) and Saudi Crown

Prince Mohammed bin
Salman (front) arrive for
the family photo during
the Jeddah Security and

Development 
Summit (GCC+3) at a
hotel in Saudi Arabia’s
Red Sea coastal city of

Jeddah on July 16.

Vinnytsia (Ukraine), Jul
16 (AP): Cruise missiles
fired by Russian strategic
bombers struck a south-
eastern Ukrainian city
late Friday, killing at least
three people and wound-
ing 15, as air raid sirens
went off across the coun-
try, officials said.

The attack on Dnipro
came a day after a Russian
missile strike killed at
least 23 people and wound-
ed more than 200 in
Vinnytsia, a city south-
west of Kyiv, the capital.

Russia’s military cam-
paign has been focusing
on the Donbas in
Ukraine’s east, but
Russian forces also have
been pounding other parts
of the country in a relent-
less push to wrest territo-
ry from Ukraine and soft-
en the morale of its lead-
ers, civilians and troops as
the war nears the five-
month mark. Ukraine’s air
force said several Kh-101

cruise missiles fired from
Tu-95MS strategic
bombers over the Caspian
Sea hit a factory about 10
pm in Dnipro, a major city
on the Dnieper River. Four
incoming missiles were in-
tercepted, it said. Videos
posted on social media
showed fiery explosions
and towering plumes of
dark smoke.

The regional governor,
Valentyn Reznichenko,
said the missiles hit the
factory and nearby streets,
killing at least three peo-
ple and wounding 15.

One of the dead was a
bus driver who had just
finished work and was re-
turning to the depot when
a missile struck, said Ivan
Vasyuchkov, a member of
the city council. The emer-
gency service said two ve-
hicles were burned up and
10 others were damaged.
The missile strikes also set
the factory on fire and
blew out windows in near-

by apartment buildings.
Airstrikes also were re-
ported in Kremenchuk,
another city along the
Dnieper River south of
Kyiv. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
urged everyone to heed air
raid sirens and seek cover.

The occupiers are realiz-
ing that we are gradually
becoming stronger and the
purpose of their terror is
very simple to put press on
us, to put pressure on our
society, to intimidate peo-
ple, to cause maximum
harm to Ukrainian cities,
at least while the Russian
terrorists are still capable
of doing it, he said in his
nightly video address to
the nation. The attack on
Vinnytsia by cruise mis-
siles launched from a
Russian submarine was
the latest to fan interna-
tional outrage since
Russian President
Vladimir Putin began the
invasion on Feb. 24.

Russian cruise missiles rain
down on southern Ukrainian city

Local residents search for documents of their injured friend in the debris of a destroyed
apartment house after Russian shelling in a residential area in Chuhuiv, Kharkiv region,
Ukraine, Saturday, July 16.

Jeddah, Jul 16 (AP):

The White House says
Russian officials have vis-
ited an airfield in central
Iran at least twice in re-
cent weeks to view
weapons-capable drones it
is looking to acquire for
use in its ongoing war in
Ukraine.

The administration re-
leased the intelligence as
President Joe Biden gets
set to meet on Saturday
with leaders of six Arab
Gulf countries, plus
Egypt, Jordan and Iraq for

a regional summit. Biden
is expected to lay out his
major statement explain-
ing his vision for the
Middle East as he closes
out of the final leg of a
four-day trip meant to bol-
ster U.S. positioning and
knit the region together
against Iran.

Iran showcased the
drones for Russian offi-
cials at Kashan Airfield
on June 8 and July 15, ac-
cording to the White
House. The administra-
tion also released satellite
imagery of Shahed-191

and Shahed-129 drones
being displayed and in
flight on the airfield, while
a Russian delegation
transport plane was on
the ground. White House
national security adviser
Jake Sullivan in a state-
ment said the administra-
tion has information that
the Iranian government is
preparing to provide
Russia with several hun-
dred UAVs.

We assess an official
Russian delegation recent-
ly received a showcase of
Iranian attack-capable

UAVs. We are releasing
these images captured in
June showing Iranian
UAVs that the Russian
government delegation
saw that day, Sullivan
added in a statement. This
suggests ongoing Russian
interest in acquiring
Iranian attack-capable
UAVs.

Sullivan said U.S. offi-
cials believe the June visit
was the first time a
Russian delegation has
visited this airfield for
such a showcase.

Biden is looking to

strengthen coordination
among Middle East allies’
response to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, and
what the ongoing conflict
means to the region. Many
of the Gulf nations Saudi
Arabia, in particular have
grave concerns about
Iran’s malign activity in
the region.

None of the countries
represented at the summit
have moved in lockstep
with the U.S. to sanction
Russia, a key foreign poli-
cy priority for the Biden
administration.

White House: Russian officials visited Iran to view drones

New York, Jul 16 (AP): Ivana
Trump, the first wife of former
President Donald Trump and
mother to his eldest children,
died accidentally from blunt
impact injuries to her torso, the
New York City medical examin-
er’s office said Friday. Police
had been looking into whether
she fell down the stairs, two
people familiar with the matter
told The Associated Press on
Thursday. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
could not discuss the matter
publicly. The medical examin-
er’s brief report did not specify
when the accident took place.
Donald Trump announced
Thursday that Ivana died at her
home near Central Park on
Manhattan’s Upper East Side.
She was 73. Her son Eric Trump
said it was “a very sad day, a
very sad day,” as he left the
home Thursday. A Czech-born
ski racer and businesswoman,
Ivana Trump was born Ivana
Zelnickova in 1949. She was
married to the former presi-
dent from 1977 to 1992, and
they had three children togeth-
er: Donald Jr., Ivanka and Eric.
The Trumps became a 1980s
power couple, and she man-
aged one of his Atlantic City
casinos as well as helped with
the d cor of Trump Tower. Their
marriage ended in a messy,
public divorce after Donald

Trump met his next wife, Marla
Maples. But in recent years,
Ivana Trump had been on good

terms with her ex-husband. She
wrote in a 2017 book that they
spoke about once a week.

Ivana Trump’s death ruled an accident, says NYC examiner

C limate change is racist .
So reads the title of a re-

cent book by British journalist
Jeremy Williams. While this
title might seem provocative,
it's long been recognised that
people of colour suffer dispro-
portionate harms under cli-
mate change and this is likely
to worsen in the coming
decades. However, most rich
white countries, including
Australia, are doing precious
little to properly address this
inequity. For the most part,
they refuse to accept the cli-
mate debt they owe to poorer
countries and communities.
In so doing, they sentence mil-
lions of people to premature
death, disability or unneces-
sary hardship. This includes
in Australia, where climate
change compounds historical
wrongs against First Nations
communities in many ways.

This injustice a type of at-
mospheric colonisation is a
form of deeply entrenched
colonial racism that arguably
represents the most pressing
global equity issue of our
time. Several upcoming global
talks, including the Pacific
Islands Forum this week, offer
a chance to urgently elevate
climate justice on the global
agenda. Not borne equally'
The effects of climate change

are not borne equally between
everyone on the planet, and
this problem will only worsen.
Black people, people of colour
and Indigenous people often
face the most dire conse-
quences in a warming world.
For example, research sug-
gests global warming of 2?
would leave more than half of
Africa's population at risk of
undernourishment, due to re-
duced agricultural produc-
tion. This is despite Africa
having contributed relatively
little to greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Climate injustice also mani-
fests closer to home. The
Lowitja Institute, Australia's
national body for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
health research, says climate
change:

disrupts cultural and spiri-
tual connections to Country
that are central to health and
wellbeing. Health services are
struggling to operate in ex-
treme weather with increasing
demands and a reduced work-
force. All these forces combine
to exacerbate already unac-
ceptable levels of ill-health
within Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander populations.

Failure at Bonn
Last month, the continued

failure on the part of rich
white countries to take re-
sponsibility for this injustice
was on full display at the
United Nations climate meet-
ings in Bonn, Germany.There,
governments failed to make
any significant progress to-
wards compensation for loss
and damage . According to
Oxfam, loss and damage col-
lectively refers to the conse-
quences and harm caused by
climate change where adapta-
tion efforts are either over-

whelmed or absent.
At Bonn, the G77 (a coalition

of 134 developing countries)
and China wanted financing
for a so-called loss and damage
facility put on the official agen-
da at the COP27 climate confer-
ence in Egypt in November
this year. This facility would
comprise a formal body to de-
liver funding to developing na-
tions to cope with the conse-
quences of climate change.
But the United States and the
European Union opposed the
move, fearing they would be-
come liable for billions of dol-
lars in damages. Concerns
around loss and damage have
been long plagued global cli-
mate negotiations.

In 2013, the Warsaw
International Mechanism for
Loss and Damage was estab-
lished at COP19. Climate ac-
tivists hoped it would usher in
a new era of climate justice.
But almost a decade on, there's
still no clear path to the fi-
nancing required. And rich
white countries continue to
distance themselves from all
language of compensation or
reparation for both historic
and contemporary emissions.

This refusal continues long
histories of European racism,
including the deeply racialised
processes of large-scale extrac-
tion that fuelled and sustained
the Industrial Revolution from
the outset. Sugar plantations
throughout the Caribbean
were worked for generations
by Africans who were en-
slaved, generating massive
profits for Europeans that
were then invested and rein-
vested in energy-intensive in-
dustrial infrastructure. This
infrastructure helped fuel the
global emissions that remain
in the atmosphere today.

British industrialisation
would simply not have been
possible without the stolen
land and uncompensated
labour acquired through
colonisation and slavery.
Compensation for this plun-
der was never provided. And
today, the emissions it initiat-
ed are doubling back on those
whose land and labour made
them possible.

Climate change at the 
centre of reparations

Calls for reparations for
colonialism and slavery have
grown rapidly over the past
few years particularly as a re-
sult of the Black Lives Matter
movement in the US and UK.
Some European states have
begun to take responsibility
and provide redress for colo-
nial theft, violence and dis-
placement. These efforts are
laudable. But there's an urgent
need to focus this sentiment on
climate change and in particu-
lar, to supercharge demands
for climate reparations.

The Pacific Islands forum
this week provides an oppor-
tunity for Australia to under-
take climate reparation, by
committing new finance for
the loss and damage incurred
by poorer Pacific nations
under climate change. UN
Special Rapporteur Philip
Alston recently said the world
risks a new era of climate
apartheid . In this scenario,
tens of millions of people will
be impoverished, displaced
and hungry, while the rich buy
their way out of hardship.

Going into COP27 in
November, negotiators from
the US, the EU and Australia
must prioritise loss and dam-
age finance. Failing to do so
will only further solidify cli-
mate injustice.
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Dollar crossed 
Rs 80 What next?
Today dollar crossed Rs 80

and which was on expected
line due to the external fac-
tors such inflation in US and
rates high in that country and
the impact of Ukraine war
and high cost of edible oils
and also gas petrol price
which are not within the
reach of common man.We are
also aware that when the
value of cut falls imports be-
come dearer and prices of
raw material rise. Exporters
get more money in exchange
for the same number of dol-
lars and it leads to bigger mar-
gins. Due to weak rupee the
current account deficit and as
we know CAD is the differ-
ence between the payment re-
ceived from selling goods to a
foreign country and the pay-
ment made for buying goods
from the outside and as the
country imports more goods
than it exports, the fall in
rupee leads to rise in the
"deficit"and the rise in deficit
is not a good sign for any
country. In case of deprecia-
tion of rupees there is high
rusk of higher inflation
which is against the economy
of the country. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) is taking a
number of measures to sta-
bilise the value of the rupee. It
has been selling US dollars in
the open markets, out of its
forex reserves. This increases
the supply of USD in the mar-
kets, bringing down their
value. However, it also leads to
the depletion of forex re-
serves. Since February 2022,
India's forex reserves have de-
pleted by Rs 1 trillion. RBI has
also proposed the rupee settle-
ment mechanism. Under this,
foreign companies can make
foreign payments in rupees,
unlike the usual US dollars.
This is expected to reduce the
need for US dollars for foreign
trade, stabilising its value. No
doubt country is trying to
tackle this issue keeping in
view the all internal and ex-
ternal factors and it is expect-
ed country will be successful
in this regard.The external
factors are mainly responsible
for the present circumstances
and we to critically watch cir-
cumstances and and have to
make policies accordingly.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Trouble in Sri Lanka
President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa fled to escape the
protesters who are upset with
his rule, leaving the people
struggling with a severe short-
age of food, fuel and other es-
sential items, the political in-
stability in the midst of an
economic crisis is a clear indi-
cation that only a popular gov-
ernment can bring peace and
put the economy back on
track. It also sends the mes-
sage that the Rajapaksas,
blamed for the destruction of
economy, will find it difficult
to survive politically now.
Clearly, Sri Lanka is in the
throes of a political change.

Ramesh Gupta, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

A report by United Nation Development Program (UNDP) says the im-
pact of inflation on India’s poor will be negligible. In a report titled,

'Addressing theCost-of-Living Crisis in Developing Countries’, the UN
agency  measured  the  impact  of  inflation, disruptions in supply chain due
to Ukraine crisis and Covid on cost of living. It took three poverty lines —
$1.90 per day, $3.30 per day and $5.50 per day. Accordingly, the report
highlighted that inflation in India will push 0 per cent of the population
below the poverty line of  $1.90 per day, just 0.02 per cent of the population
below the $3.30 per day line, and just 0.04 per cent of the population below
the upper poverty line of  $5.50 per day. Overall, the report said that the
soaring food prices and the energy prices can push up to 71 million people
into poverty globally. Data shows countries such as Denmark, Sweden, the
UK, Italy, Ireland, Australia are facing the risk of  its people falling into
poverty, but India is not in this category. India has taken the route of food
security and cash transfers to farmers as the choice of  mitigating the
threat of  poverty. On this, the UNDP said, “A recent comparative assess-
ment of price and income support measures shows that targeted transfers
not only help poorer households cope with price spikes but also have a sig-
nificantly lower impact on carbon emissions. 'Finance    Minister    Nirmala
Sitharaman attributed this to well-tailored programmes of the Modi
Government including free ration and direct cash   transfer.   Sitharaman
said   the   Modi Government  has,  from  the  beginning  of   the pandemic,
implemented a policy wherein those at the   bottom   of   the   pyramid
were   provided immediate and constant support in the form of  food and
cash transfers. She highlighted that under the Pradhan  Mantri  Garib
Kalyan  Anna  Yojana (PMGKAY), the government provided 5 kg free ration
per person per month in addition to their normal quota of  foodgrain under
the National Food Security Act. From April 2020 to September 2022, the
government has allocated 1,003 lakh tonnes of  foodgrain for the PMGKAY,
benefiting 80crore people for two-and-a-half  year. In addition, during the
initial months of the pandemic, the government transferred Rs 500 per
month for three months  to  20  crore  women  Jan  Dhan  account holders.
Earlier, the IMF, in its working paper, studied how extreme poverty is disap-
pearing at a rapid pace due to PMGKAY. The same phenomena of disap-
pearing poverty was also captured by World Bank’s working paper. Latest
official  data  showed that  inflation measured by the consumer price index
(CPI) has softened  in  June  from  May.  Data  showed  that overall inflation
eased from 7.04% in May to 7.01% in June while consumer food price infla-
tion eased from 7.97% in May to 7.75% in June. India's fiscal year is from
April to March and second half would be  from  October.  Last  week,  RBI
governor Shaktikanta Das said the price situation will gradually improve in
the second half of the current fiscal and the central bank would continue to
take monetary measures to anchor inflation with a view of achieving strong
and sustainable growth.

Inflation impact ‘negligible’
on India’s poor
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Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrives  in Leh, Ladakh. The visit is also his first since India split the high-altitude
region from disputed Kashmir and took direct control of it in 2019 while revoking the entire territorys semiautonomous
status. A year after that change, Indian and Chinese troops came close to war in Ladakh and ever since they have been
locked in a military standoff along their disputed border.

Climate change is white colonisation of the atmosphere

DALAI LAMA IN LEH

ERIN FITZ-HENRY

O ver time, the Food & Beverages
industry has grown significant-

ly, shaping the sector for the future.
According to an IMARC report, the
Indian F&B industry will grow at a
CAGR of 12.5 per cent during the fis-
cal years 2022-2027 accounting for 3
per cent of India's GDP in the retail
market.In India, the industry has al-
ways been considered a highly com-
petitive market. Nowadays, as tech-
nology advancements are emerging
with new trends, the industry  is
evolving with new products and serv-
ices. The average cooking time is
about 15-20 minutes for quick
snacks, brands will not be able to re-
duce that, since consumers expect
fresh food and this will always be the
imperative factor for any cloud
kitchen or restaurant.

1100--mmiinn  DDeelliivveerryy--  AA  NNeeww  CCoonncceepptt
Upcoming trends and technologi-

cal advancements have a significant
impact on the, as the number of digi-
tal users grows, so does the demand
for online ordering. However, with
the perks come challenges, such as
on-time delivery and quality of food.
To overcome the problem, brands are
adopting new models and technolo-
gies that allow customers to place

online orders easily as well as get de-
liveries swiftly. Hence, the new
model of a 10-minute delivery will in-
deed benefit businesses.

10-minute delivery refers to a hy-
perlocal model born from the need to
innovate in this fiercely competitive
world. The model will be a boon to
the packaging industry, giving rise to
the sale of pre-cooked meals that
only need to be heated and served.
The new model will undoubtedly
change certain aspects of taste-and
this will not be a barter for the super-
fast, but for lightning-fast delivery!
The Indian food and beverage pack-

aging market is expected to reach
USD 156.25 billion by 2026, growing
at a CAGR of 29.88 percent during the
forecast period (2021-2026), accord-
ing to Mordor Intelligence. India has
seen sustainable packaging growth
in food and beverages due to in-
creased intake in packaged food con-
sumption, awareness, and demand
for quality products.

CCoonncceerrnnss  ffoorr  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy
According to many experts, the

model will help to surpass the pack-
aging industry from others, but it will
raise many concerns for the food in-
dustry, such as: can food be prepared

and delivered in under 10 minutes?
Do the customers value this? Is food
delivery under 10 minutes as urgent
as an unmet need? Furthermore, how
will the riders track and navigate
through the cities, considering traffic
and their safety? However, when it
comes to food, the problems can
multiply, and only time will tell how
the expert's predictions for the future
will fare in meeting expectations and
rising above all with the increasing
competition in the F & B industry.

IInnccrreeaassiinngg  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  
wwiitthh  tthhee  NNeeww  TTrreenndd

As new trends emerge, business-
es across industries automatically
ramp up their innovations to meet
the demands of the moment, there-
by outpacing competitors.
Digitalization has become an impor-
tant factor in the F & B industry's
ability to innovate in today's com-
petitive environment. With the
changing landscape, many food
brands have turned to social media
to promote and gain sources to in-
crease the reach of their brand. As a
result, taking advantage of the
growing trend of social media will
benefit others.

To compete with a new model,

the primary goal of food aggrega-
tors is to increase the number of
menu items that fall into this catego-
ry while maintaining taste and fresh-
ness.

This new chapter in the food and
beverage industry is still being de-
bated by many industry experts.
Aside from good food, optimizing
good services is also important in
gaining market traction. The new
model, which shortens delivery
times and produces fresh food quick-
ly, is becoming a part of revolutionis-
ing the industry while also creating
new ways for brands to stand out.

BBoottttoomm  LLiinnee!!
With the advent of digitalisation,

many industries across sectors, in-
cluding food and beverage, are lever-
aging technological advancements.
With the shift to the new era, this
model will provide a greater reach to
market share by serving customers
without making them wait longer.

When this journey begins-I am
sure the entire F&B industry, delivery
aggregators, and the market will
have significant learnings. This might
just be applicable to short distances
and critical items. Is this a demand
tailwind-only time will tell?

The 10-minute delivery creates massive 
competition for those in the F & B industry

A lasting peace that was long elusive in Assam is finally back to the State
following insurgency and militancy petering out with most of the

home-grown insurgent groups, including the ULFA(A) and the NDFB(R), en-
gaging in peace talks with the Centre. The return of peace has facilitated the
process of rapid economic growth in the State. Growing investment in the
State for the past few fiscal years is the result of it. To exemplify, in the year
2018-19, Assam has attracted investment projects worth Rs.1,16,202.6 mil-
lion and completed projects worth Rs 1,53, 351.6 million, as revealed in a re-
cent study done by the MSME Export Promotion Council together with
knowledge firm Bill Mart FinTech. In 2020-21, projects worth Rs 69,02.3 mil-
lion were received. The projects completed were worth Rs 33,986.6 million.
On the other hand, the Centre recently sanctioned over Rs 1,536 crore for
the setting up of micro, small and medium enterprises under Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan. The completion of projects will, therefore, generate direct
and indirect jobs in large numbers. But the million-dollar question is: in the
presence of floods, will Assam be able to emerge as a potent economic play-
er in the country even if its growth prospect continues to be bright with
growing investment? Such a chance seems slim till a long-term solution to
the vexed problem is hammered out. Needless to say that this is not the first
time that Assam has witnessed two consecutive floods of high intensity. It
has been the same story across the State being replayed time and again
since the great earthquake of 1950 as it is an annual phenomenon. Arguably,
there are several instances of Assam having been a witness to severe flood-
ings inundating vast areas in both the Brahmaputra and Barak valleys in the
State, and causing extensive damage to thousands of hectares of paddy
fields, dwelling houses in many places, besides taking human and cattle
lives. For example, this time, the State had witnessed torrential rainfall since
mid-April, which triggered heavy floodings, landslides and erosion in most of
the 36 districts. From a media report of May 21, it is intelligible that the pre-
monsoon first wave of flood had hit a total of 8,39,691 people in 3,246 vil-
lages of as many as 32 districts in the State, and affected 1,00,732 hectares
of cropland. It also claimed 173 lives, while landslides claimed 19. The un-
precedented deluge-affected districts like Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji,
Jorhat, Nagaon, Karbi Anglong, Hoji, Cachar, Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar,
Kamrup (M) etc. On the other hand, the three districts which had suffered
torrential rainfall-induced landslides were Karimganj, Hailakandi and
Dimasa Hasao. The picturesque new Haflong Railway station, till recently,
lay buried under debris from mudslides under the severe impact of land-
slides. Total damage to the basic infrastructure in the Dima Hasao district in
terms of money triggered by the huge landslides alone due to the unprece-
dented pre-monsoon rainfall so far has been estimated to the tune of a stag-
gering amount of Rs 1,000 crore. The first wave of floods was as devastating
as the State's July 2020 deluge that had affected 12,97,241 people and sub-
merged 82,546,82 hectares of croplands in as many as 24 districts, including
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Sivasagar, Majuli, Barpeta, Dhubri,
Goalpara etc. The total death toll in the calamity recorded so far rose to 44,
quite a stunning figure. Tragically, the second wave had also turned out to be
far too ravaging and heart-rending as were those of 2017 and 2019 in terms
of loss of human and cattle lives, money and materials suffered by the State
and its people. According to an ASDMA bulletin, till June 20, the high flood
had affected a total of over 47.72 lakh people of 5424 villages in as many as
33 districts. While 1.13 lakh hectares of cropland had been inundated by
devastating floods and 5,200 poultry washed away, as many as 81 people in-
cluding two policemen and many children had died in the calamity. Such
was their severity as evident from the above statistics, that they even did hit
the international headlines. To cite an example, the New York Times detailed
the magnitude of the suffering of people blaming it on global warming and
climate change. As has been reported in the media, the flood problem in the
State has been further compounded due to the release of the accumulated
water in the dams at several hydroelectric projects. Examples are the dis-
charge of dam waters at the NEEPCO's Kopili hydro-electric project and the
Karbi Langpi hydro-electric project. The flood waters of rain-fed rivers from
neighbouring States such as Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland,
too, aggravated the flood situation in the State. The total losses in floods and
erosion in the State have so far been estimated at Rs 3,400 crore. As Assam
is soon going to be the epicentre for investment, as revealed by a study done
by the MSME Export Promotion Council, the need of the hour is controlling
the State's recurring flood. But if the deluge continues to wreak havoc with
its people year after year, it will hardly be surprising if the private invest-
ment that keeps on flowing into agro-industries such as food processing,
horticulture and petroleum-based units meets its dead-end. Indeed, given
the magnitude of the State's flood and erosion problem, a permanent solu-
tion is an immediate necessity. Worse, the menace of floods takes a heavy
toll on the State's economy every year by inflicting extensive damage on
agriculture, infrastructure, livestock, and public and private property.
Indeed, spending resources on flood control without diagnosing its root
causes will be a futile exercise. As there is no viable solution to the vexed
problem other than the storage of flood reservoirs, hydroelectric projects
can be an arrangement till their enduring solution is found through negotia-
tions with Assam's neighbouring States such as Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and nations like China and Bangladesh.

Tackling floods is 
urgently-needed
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Tanishq 
Chennai:Tanishq,
India's most trusted
and celebrated jew-
ellery brand launches
its store at Velachery in
Tamil Nadu. The store
was inaugurated by Mr.
Arun Narayan,Vice
President, Category,
Marketing & Retail,
Tanishq, Titan
Company Limited. As
part of the grand inau-
guration, the brand is
extending special offers
on jewellery purchase.

HDFC 
Mumbai: Largest pri-
vate sector lender
HDFC Bank on
Saturday reported a
20.91 per cent jump in
its June quarter net
profit at Rs 9,579.11
crore on the back of
overall growth. On a
standalone basis, its
net profit increased to
Rs 9,195.99 crore from
Rs 7,729.64 crore in the
year-ago period, but
was down from Rs
10,055.18 crore in the
preceding March quar-
ter. The core net inter-
est income grew 14.5
per cent to Rs 19,481.4
crore from the year-ago
quarter's Rs 17,009
crore on the back of a
22.5 per cent growth in
advances. The core net
interest margin (NIM)
stood at 4 per cent.

Bank of India
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of India
on Saturday said its
shareholders have ap-
proved a proposal to
raise up to Rs 2,500
crore fresh equity cap-
ital by various modes.
The decision was
taken at the bank's
Annual General
Meeting (AGM) held
on July 15, Bank of
India said in a release.
The bank said the
shareholders ap-
proved the agenda to
raise fresh equity cap-
ital up to an amount of
Rs 2,500 crore includ-
ing share premium,
by way of public issue
or right issue or pref-
erential issue or QIP
or private placement.

Supertech 
New Delhi: Realty
firm Supertech Ltd on
Saturday said the com-
pany plans to sell its
four commercial assets
at Meerut and
Haridwar for an esti-
mated Rs 1,000 crore, as
part of its efforts to ex-
pedite construction in
existing projects and
repay debt. The compa-
ny had put these com-
mercial assets on sale a
few years ago but could
not succeed as the hos-
pitality and retail sec-
tors were badly impact-
ed during the COVID
pandemic. In a state-
ment, Noida-based
Supertech Ltd said that
the company has put
its assets -- shopping
malls and hotels -- in
Meerut and Haridwar
on sale with the "target
of raising funds to the
tune of Rs 1,000 crore."

Fake currency
Motihari: Police on
Saturday claimed to
have seized fake cur-
rency notes with a face
value of Rs eight lakh
and arrested four per-
sons in this connection
in East Champaran
district of Bihar. The
district police chief
Kumar Ashish told re-
porters that the fake
currency racket was
operated from a cyber
cafe in Chhatauni po-
lice station area and
the accused persons
revealed during inter-
rogation that they
picked up the tech-
nique of printing the
counterfeit notes from
an online video shar-
ing and social media
platform.

DESI AUTHENTIC

DesiAuthentic Head of Operations Ugandhar Sabbineni (R) and DesiAuthentic Digital Marketing Director Vara
Prasad Surikuchi during a press conference in Hyderabad, Saturday, July 16.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

NSE's outgoing
Managing Director and
CEO Vikram Limaye on
Saturday said he has done
his best to lead the ex-
change in a very "difficult
period" and to stabilize
and strengthen the bourse.

Limaye, whose five-year
term ended on Saturday,
did not seek another
tenure at the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) de-
spite being eligible for it.

However, the exchange
did not announce who is
taking over the helm of
the NSE from Limaye.

According to a source,
instead of an individual, a
committee will be taking
the charge for an interim
period. The exchange is
likely to announce a deci-

sion in this regard on
Monday.

The end of Limaye's
five-year term as the NSE
chief comes amid the NSE
facing the regulatory
probe in a case pertaining
to governance lapses at the
bourse as well as in the co-
location matter.

"I complete my 5-year

term as MD and CEO of
NSE today. I have done my
best to lead the organiza-
tion in a very difficult peri-
od and to stabilize,
strengthen and transform
NSE," Limaye said.

The outgoing chief said,
"We have come a long way
in the last five years in
terms of strengthening
governance, controls, tech-
nology, regulatory effec-
tiveness, risk manage-
ment, market growth and
culture".

On March 4, NSE invit-
ed applications from can-
didates for the role of MD
and CEO. The applications
were invited from candi-
dates having IPO (initial
public offering) experi-
ence for the role of the top
post before March 25.

Following this, Limaye

announced that he would
not seek a second term at
the stock exchange when
his five-year term ends in
July.

Under the market regu-
lator Securities and
Exchange Board of India's
rule, the incumbent needs
to compete with other can-
didates to win the next
term.

Limaye was appointed
as the NSE chief in July
2017, following the exit of
the exchange's former MD
and CEO Chitra
Ramkrishna. Among vari-
ous allegations, issues
have been raised in vari-
ous quarters that why an
application was not invit-
ed at the time when
Ramkrishna was appoint-
ed as the MD and CEO in
2013.

Done my best to lead NSE in 
difficult period: Vikram Limaye New Delhi, Jul 16: 

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI) re-
cently announced its ex-
clusive collaboration
with Kyndryl (NYSE:
KD), world’s largest IT
infrastructure services
provider, to elevate its IT
and security transforma-
tion journey across
HMSI’s manufacturing
plants.

Currently, Kyndryl
manages infrastructure
services for plant pro-
duction applications, en-
terprise and dealer man-
agement systems for all
the dealers.

Bringing operational
efficiency with an agile
and improved customer
service experience, the
company’s renewed al-
liance with Kyndryl will
improve infrastructure

manageability and up-
time through increased
automation as well as en-
hance the company’s cy-
bersecurity and resilien-
cy.

Further enhancing
HMSI’s business applica-
tions and IT systems’
availability, the new part-
nership will integrate an
on-demand Disaster
Recovery-as-a-service
(DRaaS) set-up for mini-
mal outage and produc-
tion loss during a crisis
impacting HMSI’s pri-
mary data center.

Speaking on the asso-
ciation, Atsushi Ogata –
Managing Director,
President & CEO, Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India said, “At HMSI, we
are glad to announce our
exclusive technological
partnership with
Kyndryl India. "

HMSI appoints Kyndryl
as technology partner

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
urged Agricultural and
Rural Development Banks
(ARDBs) to extend more
long-term loans to the agri-
culture sector, including for
irrigation and other infra-
structure.

The government is build-
ing a database on coopera-
tives for expansion of this
sector, which is important
for boosting farm growth
and doubling farmers' in-
come, he added.

Farmers' income cannot
be raised without improv-
ing the farm sector, espe-
cially irrigation, he pointed
out, and asked cooperative
banks to focus on providing
loans for increasing irrigat-
ed land in the country.

The minister further said
India, which has 49.4 crore
acres of arable land, high-
est after the US, has poten-

tial to feed the whole world
if the entire arable land is
irrigated. Currently, about
50 per cent of the arable
land in the country is mon-
soon dependent.

Addressing a national
conference here, Shah said
Agricultural and Rural
Development Banks have
been functioning in the
country under different
names in the last nine
decades. Most of them oper-
ated as land mortgage
banks and were first to
grant long-term finance to
farmers way back in 1924.

With the conversion of

these banks into ARDBs,
farmers' dependence on
monsoon got reduced.
Slowly, long-term financing
evolved, he said.

"If we look back and see
the last 90 years' journey of
long-term financing
through cooperatives and
how it has percolated down,
if you see the data, it has
not grown," Shah observed.

"Especially in agricul-
ture financing, be it long or
short term, it is paralysed
in many parts of the coun-
try. In many places, activi-
ties are done well but in
some states it is not. We
need to revive them," he
said.

Shah, however, stated
that there are many hurdles
in providing long-term fi-
nancing to the agriculture
sector. Time has come to
overcome those hurdles
with cooperative spirit and
achieve agriculture growth,
he asserted.

Revive cooperative banks to extend
more long-term loans to farmers: Shah

New Delhi, Jul 16:  

Truecaller, the world’s leading
global communications plat-
form, today launched a brand
new app for safe, secure and
private audio conversations:
Open Doors. The app is a
labour of love, built over many
months by a dedicated inter-
national team.
After building Truecaller that
safeguards people in their digi-
tal lives, and the free app
Guardians for personal safety,
the Swedish company is now
setting sights on a new target:
enabling fun, impromptu, global
private conversations. Open
Doors will be completely free to
use and available globally on
the Google Play Store & Apple
App Store. The app works
seamlessly across both smart-
phone platforms.
“Thanks to Truecaller being 13
years in the business, we’ve
spent a great deal of time learn-
ing about how people communi-
cate. said Nami Zarringhalam,
Co-founder of True Software
Scandinavia AB.

Truecaller launches

a brand new app 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Saturday asked the premi-
um farm research organi-
sation ICAR to focus on
improving productivity of
various crops like oilseeds
and pulses as yields are
much below the global av-
erage.

While addressing the
94th foundation day of
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR), the minister said
the ICAR has played an
important role in making
India self-sufficient in
foodgrain production and
the country is either num-
ber one or two in terms of
output of most crops.

"ICAR's foundation day
should be celebrated as a
pledge day. ICAR should
take some pledge on this
day and make efforts that

the same gets achieved
over the next one year,"
Tomar said.

Although a lot of suc-
cess has been achieved in
the last 93 years of ICAR's
journey, the minister said
there is a "great challenge"
in terms of productivity in
front of us, especially in
oilseeds, pulses and cot-
ton.

"If we compare (our
crop yield) with other
countries, then we will feel
that there is a lot of work
to be done," Tomar said.

The minister said the
crop productivity issue

should be part of the
ICAR's pledge.

India imports around 60
per cent of its annual do-
mestic demand of edible
oil. The country had im-
ported a record Rs 1.17
lakh crore of edible oils in
the 2020-21 oil year ending
October. Pulses too are
being imported but not in
as much quantity. Tomar
asked the ICAR to contin-
ue its research work to
mitigate the challenge of
climate change on agricul-
ture. He spoke about the
need to promote organic
as well as natural farming,
as excess use of chemicals
and fertilisers impacts
human health. Tomar
highlighted that the Modi-
government has taken var-
ious initiatives and
launched several pro-
grammes for the growth of
the agriculture sector and
doubled farmers' income.

ICAR must focus on 
improving productivity of

oilseeds, pulses, cotton: Tomar
New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Falling value of the rupee
against the US dollar is turning
out to be a mixed bag for the
industry with some sectors bear-
ing the brunt while others, espe-
cially software exporters, are
hoping for continued gains.
The rupee, which has been
depreciating against the green-
back, is near the psychological
barrier of 80 to a dollar and is
likely to remain subdued with
the Federal Reserve working
overtime to contain inflation,
which is at a historical high, in
the US.
The biggest impact of the rupee
depreciation will be on imported
goods or goods using imported
components, and the most-
sought after item in this catego-
ry is a mobile phone. "Every per-
centage decline in rupee value
impacts mobile phone supply
chain by 0.6 per cent because of
imports of components. The 5
per cent decline (in value of

rupee) has an impact of 3 per
cent on overall profitability,
therefore, prices have to go up,"
said Pankaj Mohindroo, chair-
man, ICEA. On the other hand,
he added, "India's export
ecosystem is benefiting."
"Imports would have gotten
expensive to that extent but for-
tunately commodity prices have
started easing," Mohindroo said.
As regards the impact of rupee
depreciation on the software
sector, Deepak Jotwani,
Assistant Vice-President &
Sector Head - Corporate
Ratings, ICRA said, "Given that a
sizable part of the revenue for
the industry is USD denominat-
ed, depreciation of the INR
against the USD has supported
the industry revenue growth and
margins to an extent historical-
ly." If the recent weakness
observed for the INR sustains
over the next few quarters, he
said, "INR depreciation is likely
to add to the earnings of the
industry in FY2023."

Depreciating rupee a
mixed bag for industry,
software cos set to gain

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Fitness technology start-
up Portl aims to sell
around 5,000 units of its
smart mirror that comes
with artificial intelligence
and sensors to provide per-
sonalised training to users,
a company official said on
Friday. Portl co-founder
Indraneel Gupta told PTI
that the company has de-
veloped entire technology
in-house and is manufac-
turing products at their fa-
cility in Hyderabad.

"We started selling Portl
from March and recorded
60 per cent month-on-
month growth. Our aim is
to sell around 5,000 units
this fiscal," Gupta said.

He was speaking on the
sidelines of an event to an-
nounce a partnership with
fitness and sports retail
brand Lodhi Sports.

Gupta said that AI and

sensors in the smart mir-
ror correct body postures
and provide users person-
alised training.

"Everything on the mir-
ror from content to the
technology to hardware is
built in-house. We have
raised USD 1 million exter-
nal funding in June 2021
from a very popular ven-
ture fund to develop con-
tent and build a strong
team to deliver on our
promises," he said.

Gupta said that the com-
pany has 400-500 units
manufacturing capacity
per month and it has iden-
tified third-party vendors
who can manufacture 5,000
units per month.

The smart mirror has
been priced at Rs 1.25 lakh
apiece exclusive of taxes.

Gupta said there will be
a Rs 750 monthly subscrip-
tion cost, after the first
year of product purchase.

Portl plans to sell 5000
units of smart mirror for

fitness this fiscal

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Debt-ridden telecom op-
erator Vodafone Idea's
shareholders have ap-
proved equity allocation
worth Rs 436.21 crore to its
promoter entity, the
Vodafone Group.

As per voting results
submitted to the stock ex-
changes on Friday
evening, 99.94 per cent of
Vodafone Idea (VIL) share-
holders approved alloca-
tion of the equity to
Vodafone Group firm Euro
Pacific Securities.

Vodafone Group at pres-
ent holds 58.46 per cent

stake in the company and
Aditya Birla Group 16.53
per cent. The company
had raised Rs 3,375 crore
from Vodafone Group and

Rs 1,125 crore from Aditya
Birla Group in March.

VIL has been trying to
raise funds in the range of
Rs 20,000-25,000 crore from

external sources since the
last two years but has failed
to attract any investor. The
government announced a
reform package in
September last year which
has largely benefited
Vodafone Idea.

The government has al-
lowed VIL to convert
around Rs 16,100 crore in-
terest dues into about 33
per cent stake in the compa-
ny to provide liquidity for
investment in the business.
Still, analysts have said
high leverage and weak bal-
ance sheet have impaired
the company's ability to in-
vest in the network.

VIL shareholders approve Rs 436 cr
equity allocation to Vodafone

Mumbai, Jul 16 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank of
India and Bank Indonesia
on Saturday entered into an
agreement to expand coop-
eration in payment sys-
tems, digital financial inno-
vation, and anti-money
laundering and combating
the financing of terrorism
(AML-CFT).

The two central banks
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
Bali on the sidelines of the
G20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
Meeting to improve mutual
cooperation.

"With this MoU, RBI and

BI committed to deepen re-
lations between both cen-
tral banks and strengthen
the exchange of informa-
tion and cooperation in the
area of central banking, in-
cluding payment systems,
digital innovation in pay-
ments services, and regula-
tory and supervisory
framework for AML-CFT,"
the RBI said in a statement.

The MoU will be imple-
mented through policy dia-
logue, technical coopera-
tion, exchange of informa-
tion and joint work.

It was signed by RBI
Deputy Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra and BI
Deputy Governor Dody

Budi Waluyo in the pres-
ence of RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das and BI
Governor Perry Warjiyo.

"This MoU serves as a
significant milestone in the
relation between Bank
Indonesia and Reserve
Bank of India. It has been a
long period of time since
we began cooperating pro-
ductively, and this MoU will
only ensure a more solid
collaboration in the future.

"Going forward, I am con-
vinced that such excellent
partnership will result in
fruitful outcomes that bene-
fit both central banks and
the people of both nations,"
Governor Warjiyo said.

RBI, Bank Indonesia agree to expand
cooperation in payment systems

W
ith the auspicious
beginning of
Sawan Somvar

Vrat, there is an exciting
story track coming up in
&TV's Baal Shiv for all the
ardent devotees of Lord
Shiva. Lord Shiva is be-
lieved to fulfil one's wish
by observing this fast. In
the plot, another conflict
will be brewing between
Mahasati Anusuya (Mouli
Ganguly) and Devi Parvati
(Shivya Pathania) over
Mahadev (Siddharth
Arora) with 'Savan
Somvar Vrat'. On the one
hand, Devi Parvati will ob-
serve this fast as a form of
Bhakti to her husband,
Mahadev, to win him back.
While on the other hand,
Mahasati Anusuya will
fast to attain Mahadev in
his Baal Roop as her child
forever.

Talking about the
Sawan Somvaar Vrat,
Mouli Ganguly, Mahasati
Anusuya in &TV’s Baal
Shiv, shares, "The month
is highly auspicious and
revered by Lord Shiva’s
devotees across the coun-
try. People observe fasts on
all sixteen Mondays, also
known as Solah Somwar

vrats, during Sawan to ful-
fil their wish by praying to
Lord Shiva. Devotees wake
up early to take a bath,
wear clean clothes, visit a
temple and perform
puja during
Sawan month.
They must also
place idols of
Lord Shiva
and Goddess
Parvati in
their home
t e m p l e ,
offer flow-

ers and white sweets, light
a Diya, recite Sawan
Katha, and offer
Panchamrit, water and
Bel Patra to the Shivlinga.
Monday is the day of Lord
Shiva, so all Somvars,
falling in the month of
Sawan when Lord Shiva is
most revered, is consid-
ered highly auspicious. It
is said that performing
Rudra Abhishek on
"Sawan Somvaar" will
grant one's wishes by
pleasing Lord Shiva".
Shivya Pathania, Devi
Parvati in &TV’s Baal
Shiv, adds, " Savan Somvar
Vrat is an important day
dedicated to Lord Shiva.
On this day, Shiva devotees
fast for the whole day, on
Mondays, to get the bless-
ings of Lord Shiva and eat
food once a day. People
keep fasts, and along with

Lord Shiva, they also
worship Goddess

Parvati for a better,
peaceful, and pros-
perous life. It is
said that the
month of Sawan
is very dear to
Lord Shiva.

Tara Sutaria
records her first
ever Hindi
song in ‘Ek
Villain Returns’

A
ctress Tara Sutaria is all set
to make her singing debut
alongside Ankit Tiwari in

the song 'Shaamat' from the movie
'Ek Villain Returns'.

Tara says: "This is such a won-
derful moment in my life and an
incomparable feeling because
'Shaamat' was the first Hindi song
I've ever recorded and also the
first track to release of mine in
this film. It has a lot of emotions
and memories attached to it."

The lyrics for the song have
been written by Prince Dubey. The
'Student of the Year 2' actress
shares further about her character
in the film and what she liked
about her debut track.

"My character in the film is
what really excited me to be a
part of it but the music was defi-
nitely a driving force. I'm also so
happy to collaborate with Ankit
Tiwari and very eager to see the
response of the audience,"
shares Tara. Ankit Tiwari said:
"The song 'Shaamat' is very
close to my heart and I am glad
that people will now get to hear
it. Working with Tara on this
was great and she put all her
efforts into perfecting her art
for the vision of this song.
Can't wait to see how the audi-
ence reacts to it." "Ek Villain
Returns" features John
Abraham, Arjun Kapoor,
Disha Patani and Tara
Sutaria. The movie directed
by Mohit Suri, and jointly
produced by T-Series and
Balaji Telefilms, is all set to
release on July 29.

ACROSS

1. Pepper's partner

5. Assists

9. In reserve

14. Listen

15. Cawing bird

16. "West Side Story" character

17. CIA activity

19. Accumulate

20. Medicinal amount

21. Grammatical unit

23. Witch's charm

24. Ess follower

25. Shade trees

29. Ice-cream treat

34. Uproars

38. Cereal grain

39. Formal agreement

40. Right away (abbr.)

41. Incensed

43. Burn reliever

44. Do again

46. Fireplace wood

47. Waiters' gratuities

48. Sewing tool

49. Small barrels

51. Tax agency (abbr.)

53. Occurrence

58. Dislike

63. Navy recruit

64. Goodbye (Sp.)

65. Conducting contact

67. Author Jules ____

68. She, in Seville

69. Jungle animals

70. Curved letters

71. Departed

72. Minus

DOWN

1. Casts off

2. Fable author

3. Slip-up

4. Courtroom event

5. Common skin problem

6. Pension plan (abbr.)

7. Canines

8. Like honey

9. Nonprofessional

10. Unchanged

11. Mideast nation

12. Phonograph record

13. Soothe

18. Leer

22. Savings (2 wds.)

26. Lingers

27. Deface

28. Stem

30. Not messy

31. Surrealist painter Salvador ____

32. On the peak

33. Looks at

34. Shucks!

35. Understood! (2 wds.)

36. Back of the neck

37. Drove too fast

42. Foot part

45. Assumed names

50. Chair

52. Stainless ____

54. Kind of infection

55. Marry clandestinely

56. Lymph ____

57. Curl

58. Humorist ____ Barry

59. 15th of March

60. Misters

61. Quality of sound

62. ____ Macpherson

63. Begone!

66. Christmas toymaker
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A new opportunity could come your way
today, Aquarius. It might seem like a dream
come true, the chance you've been waiting
for, but you'll still want to think about it a
bit. The reason is that it could well disrupt
your life, including your romantic circum-
stances. Before you commit to anything,
check the facts carefully to make sure it's
as good as it seems. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

New communications equipment may
make whatever work you do that much
easier to do, Pisces. You might have some
doubts about your ability to use it, but
don't worry. You'll be able to deal with it
as well as anyone. You'll find that it will
open up new doors for you, both with
regard to compiling information and stay-
ing in contact with old and new friends. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A long-term friendship could suddenly
develop into something more now,
Aries. You could see this person in a new
light and realize that this is a very
attractive human being. It might come
as a shock to you, however, and the idea
could take a little time to get used to.
Don't ignore it for that reason. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Too much is on your mind right now,
Taurus, and so you could have trouble
sleeping. When you do manage to drop
off, you could experience bizarre
dreams. This is the only downside to
your present situation, however.
Everything else should be going very
well. It might help to take a walk at night
before you go to bed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Some enlightening conversations could
occur today with a partner, Gemini, possi-
bly romantic, possibly career-related. New
methods of operation could come to your
attention, perhaps involving modern tech-
nology that could speed up the process
and increase your income. Bear in mind
that some of what you hear may not be
feasible for a while. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Hard work on a particular enterprise for
too long a time could finally lead to an
increase in income, Cancer. Creativity or
innovation could be involved. Don't be
surprised if you find yourself on the
receiving end of compliments. You'll be
feeling proud and confident, and you cer-
tainly have good reason. Buy yourself a
present. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You tend to be adventurous at the calmest
of times, Leo. Today you could be feeling
especially daring. You might be tempted
to make some radical changes in your life,
particularly where your profession is con-
cerned. You could decide to make your
living in an offbeat way, or possibly move
to a place you've never considered
before. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You tend to be rather intuitive, Virgo, but
today your psychic abilities could seem
more focused than usual. You're better able
to tune in to thoughts, feelings, and events.
If you give readings, this is a good day for it,
because you're apt to be more accurate
than usual. Don't do too many or you could
lose your focus and not do anyone else any
good. Work steadily and pace yourself.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today your mind is apt to be turning to
discussions of money, Libra.
Conversations, perhaps job related, per-
haps social encounters with friends, could
turn to the subject of new income oppor-
tunities through modern technology. This
is a good time to look into such matters,
although you'll probably want to consider
several before making a decision. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

New opportunities, perhaps involving
writing or speaking, could appear on the
horizon along with the current planetary
energy, Scorpio. You aren't one to take
risks on the spur of the moment, so you
might want to take all the information
into consideration before committing to
anything. It isn't a good idea to wait too
long. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Letters, phone calls, or emails from afar
could put you in touch with new, interest-
ing people. These people could well bring
some fascinating ideas your way,
Sagittarius. Shared knowledge can lead
to mutual advancement on material and
spiritual levels. This process just might
turn a casual acquaintance into a firm
friend. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The current aspects encourage cultivat-
ing your spirituality, Capricorn. However
advanced you are on your spiritual jour-
ney, there are revelations, awakenings,
and new experiences waiting. Visit a
church or a secluded spot in nature that
speaks to you and soak up the energy.
Indulge in some investigation. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
t an elegant event
in Central London,
organised by the

Institute of Directors, at-
tended by Lord Tariq
Ahmad, British, MoS for
Commonwealth and the
United Nations,
Bollywood superstar,
Akshay Kumar unveiled
the book “Hindujas and
Bollywood” by the noted
Indian Film Critic, Ajit
Rai. The book captured
the yet untold story of
what is termed as the
Golden Period of Indian
Cinema when the
Hindujas were major pa-
trons of the Indian movie
industry, and the role
played by the Hinduja
Family in creating an
overseas market for the
Indian film industry.

The Hinduja Family’s
association with the in-
dustry dates from the 50s
to the 90s, including suc-
cessful associations with
directors Raj Kapoor, Dev

Anand etc. The Hinduja
Family financed and ran
over 1200 films including
the iconic ones like
Sangam and Shree 420,
and in particular a hugely
successful partnership
with Manmohan Desai,
which yielded hits like
“Naseeb,” “Coolie,”
“Suhaag” and “Mard,” all
starring the iconic
Amitabh Bachchan.

G P Hinduja, co-chair-
man of the Hinduja
Group of Industries
speaking at the book
launch said, "There is a
lot of potential for co-pro-
duction in the field of cin-
ema between India and
other countries of the
world. This book will in-
spire the new generation
of filmmakers and cine-
ma lovers. All the

Bollywood films we have
financed and distributed,
we have never lost money
because we work hard to
earn money."

According to the book
"Today, Hindi films are
doing good business all
over the world, but its
foundation was laid in
1955 by Hinduja brothers
in Iran. "This journey
which started in Iran

quickly became famous
all over the world. Today,
hardly anyone can believe
that about fifty years ago,
when Raj Kapoor's film
"Sangam" released in
Iran, dubbed in Persian, it
ran for three years and for
one year in Cairo, the cap-
ital of Egypt.

Mehboob Khan's
"Mother India" and
Ramesh Sippy's "Sholay
also ran for a year in Iran.
Indian industrialists
Hinduja brothers
screened around 1200
Hindi films worldwide
from 1954-44 to 1984-85 and
in this manner
"Bollywood" was shaped.

Bollywood superstar,
Akshay Kumar chief
guest at the event said, "I
am very happy making
films... As an actor, I do
whatever possible to take
up social issues. I have
produced 150 films, the
one nearest to my heart is
'Raksha Bandhan'." 

Akshay Kumar launches
‘Hindujas and Bollywood’

Mahesh Babu
unveils the

title for Siva
Karthikeyan’s

next
Telugu superstar Mahesh

Babu, who took to his
social media, unveiled the title
and the announcement teaser
for Siva Karthikeya's next
movie. Titled 'Maaveeran' in
Tamil, the bilingual movie is
titled 'Mahaveerudu'in Telugu.
Mahesh Babu wrote, "Happy to
unveil the title of
@Siva_Kartikeyan's
#Maaveeran! Best wishes to
the entire team!", as he shared
the title teaser of Madonne
Ashwin's upcoming directorial.
The excited Siva Karthikeyan,
expressed his gratitude
towards Mahesh Babu for
releasing the title, as he wrote,
"This is a great start for the
film and to the team.. Thank
you so much for your kind ges-
ture @urstrulyMahesh sir..
Indeed a very special moment
for me sir #Maaveeran". The
teaser clip is intriguing, as Siva
Karthikeyan plays a superhero
in this action movie.
'Mahaveerudu' will be pro-
duced by Shanthi Talkies and
directed by Madonne Ashwin.
The film's production will
begin soon. Siva Karthikeyan
has completed the talkie part
of his straight Telugu film
'Prince', which would be
released in time for Diwali.
Anudeep KV of 'Jathi Ratnalu'
fame directed the film.
'Doctor' and 'Don', Siva
Karthikeyan's previous flicks,
performed well in Telugu and
Tamil. The actor is also eager
to establish himself in Telugu.

‘Sawan Somvar Vrat’ 
special in &TV’s ‘Baal Shiv’

T
he teaser of the ac-
tion drama 'Agent',
directed by Akhil

Akkineni, shows Akhil,
who also plays the title
role, in a never-before-seen
pose, revealing his tough
side.

Siva Karthikeyan and
Kichcha Sudeep took to so-
cial media to share the
teaser in Tamil and
Kannada, respectively,
while Akhil and
Mammootty did the same
in Telugu and Malayalam.
The Hindi version's teaser
is also out. The teaser fol-
lows the action through

the eyes of Mahadev, the
head of the national secu-
rity agency played by the
Malayalam superstar
Mammootty. Called in by
Mahadev to lead an inves-
tigation, the 'Agent' (por-
trayed by Akhil) simply
slays it with a show of
bravery, chivalry and
swag. The introduction to
the action-packed charac-
ter is followed by Akhil's
makeover, which is simply
stunning. Sakshi Vaidya
appears stylish and lovely
in a single scene, and
Mammootty is at his
finest.

Action-packed ‘Agent’ teaser reveals
the tough side of Akhil Akkineni
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Singapore, Jul 16 (PTI):

Indian shuttler PV
Sindhu stormed into the
Singapore Open title clash
with a commanding win
over lower-ranked
Japanese Saena
Kawakami in the women's
singles semi-final, here on
Saturday.

Sindhu, a double
Olympic medallist, who
had claimed two Super 300
titles at Syed Modi
International and Swiss
Open this year, prevailed
21-15 21-7 over world num-
ber 38 Kawakami in a 32-
minute last-four clash.

The 27-year-old from
Hyderabad, who has also
claimed a bronze at the
Asian Championships this
year, is now one win away
from her maiden Super 500
title of the 2022 season.

In the finals, the third
seeded Indian will face
China's 22-year-old Wang
Zhi Yi, the reigning Asian
Championships gold
medallist, who was also
part of the Uber Cup team,
which won the silver at
Bangkok this year. Wang
beat Japan's Ohori Aya 21-
14 21-14.

Sindhu had defeated
world number 11 Wang in
their only meeting at the
All England
Championships this year.
A two-time World Junior

Champion and a Youth
Olympics silver medallist,
Wang had also reached the
finals of Indonesia Open
Super 1000 in June.

Sindhu came into the
match with a 2-0 head-to-
head record, having played
her last at the 2018 China
Open. Kawakami had re-
ceived a walk-over from
top-seed Tai Tzu Ying of
Chinese Taipei in the sec-
ond round.

A former world number
15, Kawakami, winner of
the 2019 Orleans Masters
and a finalist at Swiss
Open the same year, was a
part of the Japanese
women's team that won the
bronze medal in May this
year. The Japanese had
played just three events
last year and it was her
fifth tournament in 2022.
Sindhu, a former world

champion, looked in com-
plete command against
Kawakami, who just could-
n't control the shuttle and
was buried in a heap of er-
rors during the lop-sided
match. Early on, Sindhu
started with her whipping
smashes but the drift in-
side the hall, made deci-
sion making difficult and
also at times, the precision
was lacking.

But the power in her
stroke-play helped the
Indian moved to a healthy
three-point lead at the
break. The 24-year-old
Japanese, however, started
putting the shuttle in from
difficult positions to draw
parity. The match came
alive with both fighting for
each point.

Sindhu also won two
video referrals, punished a
weak high lift and also

made good calls at the
baseline to move to 18-14. A
power-packed smash and
then two unforced errors
by Kawakami helped
Sindhu seal the opening
game comfortably.

Kawakami's struggles
continued in the second
game as she failed to con-
trol the shuttle and conced-
ed a 0-5 early lead to her
fancied rival.

Sindhu just had to keep
engaging her rival in the
rallies and patiently wait
for her mistakes. A frus-
trated Kawakami just
could wryly smile as
Sindhu first grabbed a 11-4
lead at the mid-game inter-
val and then zoomed to 17-5
in a jiffy. The Japanese had
no answer to Sindhu's at-
tacking forehand returns
and deft backhand flicks
which opened up a decisive
19-6 lead for her.

Sindhu sent one long but
next unleashed a whipping
smash from the baseline
which her opponent could
only sent to the net. When
Kawakami's return finally
went out again, Sindhu
pumped her fist to an-
nounce her entry into the
finals. The two-time
Commonwealth Games
medallist, will lead the
Indian charge at the quad-
rennial event in
Birmingham starting July
28.

Dubai, Jul 16 (PTI):

The IPL is all set to
have its dedicated two
and half month exclusive
window from the next
Futures Tours &
Programme (FTP) calen-
der of the ICC starting
2024, with no internation-
al cricket scheduled in
that phase.

That the T20 extrava-
ganza would be a "two-
and-a-half-month" affair
from the next FTP was
confirmed by PTI in an
exclusive interview with
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
on the sidelines of the
blockbuster IPL media
rights deal last month.

"Let me inform you that
from the next ICC FTP
calendar, IPL will have an
official two-and-a-half
month window so that all
the top international
cricketers can partici-
pate. We have had discus-
sions with various boards
as well as the ICC," Shah
had told PTI back then
and it is now turning into
a reality.

As per the draft by the
International Cricket
Council, the IPL, which
now has a window from
March last week to May,

will now spill over to
June with a two-week ex-
tension, said a report in
ESPNCricinfo.

While Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is expected
to raise its concern as its
players are banned from
the cash-rich league due
to cross-border tension

between neighbours,
Ramiz Raja is unlikely to
get any support from
other members.

In fact, it was the BCCI
secretary Shah, who had
pushed hard for the dedi-
cated window and got
most of the member na-
tions on the same page.

The IPL pays the maxi-
mum wages to foreign
players and each over-
seas sold to franchises
ensures a 10 percent fee
for the member boards
as per agreement. Most
top nations don't keep
any engagement during
IPL.

Asked about Pakistan's
objection, an ICC Board
member, privy to devel-
opments laughed.

"The problem with
Ramiz is that he has to
say certain things to his
country's media and he
does that which is fair.
But the trend of his per-
formance at ICC meet-
ings tells a different
story. He never puts in a
strong protests. Plus he
is a thorough gentleman
and he knows that this is
happening.

The boards want it and
the players want it," the
senior official said. From
being 60 matches be-
tween eight teams, the
IPL 2022 was expanded to
10 teams and 74 games
with addition of Gujarat
Titans and Lucknow
Super Giants. In the com-
ing years, it will subse-
quently increase to 84
and finally to 94 games.

IPL window extended; England and Australia
make space for Hundred and BBL

Unlike the IPL, the Hundred in England, the
Big Bash League in Australia will not have dedi-
cated window.

However, both ECB and Cricket Australia would
like to ensure that it is scheduled in a manner
where marquee players of both countries are
available for bulk of the games. England is likely
to have a three-week free window from July to
August so that marquee players can play the
Hundred.
The BBL will have a free window in January for
the next four years. The West Indies have a
August-September window for the Caribbean
Premier League and Bangladesh have a freer in-
ternational calendar in January for the
Bangladesh Premier League.
Cricket South Africa's third attempt at a franchise
T20 league is set to launch in January 2023, said
the report. "In the draft of the new FTP, they have
a window clear of international cricket in
January 2025 and January 2026." 
Pakistan Super League has windows open in
February-March (2023), January-February (2024)
and December-January (2026-27).
The final draft is expected to be presented at the
ICC's Annual General Meeting on July 25 and 26 at
Birmingham.

Sindhu sails into Singapore final

Mumbai, Jul 16: 

There used to be a time
when Virat Kohli used to
rule the field with his out-
standing batting strokes.
It was a nightmare for the
bowlers to bowl against
him. However, for the past
one and a half years, Virat
has been struggling with
his form. His bat remains
silent in all three formats-
Test, ODI, and T20. He did
not make a single century
in the last 75 innings.
While locking horns with
England in the resched-
uled fifth Test, the former
Indian captain once again
failed to live up to expecta-
tions in the first innings.
He fell victim to the new-
bie pacer Matthew Potts
after adding just 11 runs to
the score sheet. He has
also been kept out of the

playing squad of the
Indian Team for the up-
coming West Indies tour.
Meanwhile, the nation’s
renowned numerologist
JP Tolani Jee has also
made a shocking revela-
tion about Kohli.
According to Tolani,
Kohli's numbers are point-
ing towards his retire-
ment from cricket during
July-August next year. In
short, as per his numerol-
ogy, King Kohli may retire
from international cricket
in the middle of 2023.

Numbers are pointing
toward retirement

In Numerology, Birth
Number, Destiny Number,
First Name Number, and
Full Name Number hold
special significance, and
based on these numbers,
the prediction of an indi-
vidual is calculated. Virat
Kohli's date of birth is
05/11/1988, and according
to JP Tolani Jee, his birth
number is 5 and his des-
tiny number is 33 i.e. 6.
Also, his first name num-

ber is 14 i.e. 5, and his full
name number is 32 i.e. 5.
In this context, Kohli has
a combination of num-
bers 3,4,5,6,7, which is con-
sidered one of the best
combinations. As per
Tolani's calculations,
since Kohli's destiny num-
ber is 33(6) and his first
name alphabet is also at 6,
he maintained a steady
growth till the age of 33.
Also, he has a strong com-
bination of 4,5,6,7 in his
name, which shows his
wealth, fame, intelligence,
and luxurious lifestyle.
This is the reason why his
combination of numbers
has given him everything
in life. Apart from this,
Kohli is very impulsive
and aggressive as his
birth number (5), first
name number (14), and
full name number (32) re-
main influenced by the
number 5.

Why is Kohli out of
form?

Kohli’s form has been
dipping low since March

2020 (India-New Zealand
tour). According to
Tolani, since Kohli was 32
(5) at that time and under
the no. 5 cycle, he could
not maintain his form,
and no. 5 affected his per-
formance the most. But
again, in November 2020
(India-Australia Tour) at
33 (6), which was also his
destiny number, he be-
came the highest scorer of
the tournament. Due to
his Destiny number being
included at the age of
33(6), he was blessed with
a baby girl. He also won
the Sir Garfield Sobers
Award and the Male and
ODI Cricketer of the
Decade Award at that
time. But soon afterward,
he started to struggle with
form and still continued
to do so. According to
Tolani Jee, as he is run-
ning at 34 (7) age in the
current year, and a combi-
nation of 3,4, and 7 is not
considered good without
the support of 6, so he
failed to come back in bet-

ter form. At the same
time, due to the number
seven, he had to leave the
captaincy from all for-
mats. However, this com-
bination bodes well for
his digital presence, and
as a result, he has gar-
nered over 200 million fol-
lowers along with garner-
ing a lot of support on the
digital channel.

What is the next op-
tion for Kohli?

He will enter the age of
35(8) in November 2022,
and 8 among his other
numbers, is showing
signs of pain and loss. He
may force to quit cricket
and focus on other areas.
Between April and
November in 2023, he may
bid goodbye to cricket.
According to Tolani Jee,
the calculation of his
numbers shows that he
will not start his next in-
nings as a coach or com-
mentator but will focus on
other areas of the game
like selectors/board mem-
bers, etc.

Kohli to bid Goodbye to cricket in 2023?
̈ Numerologist 

JP Tolani Jee 
made shocking
revelations 

Galle, Jul 16:

Sri Lanka dislodged
both of Pakistan's openers
in the final hour of play on
day one in Galle, as the
hosts fought back hard on
a day that had largely be-
longed to the visitors.

Kasun Rajitha got one to
nip back in from around
the wicket to trap the left-
handed Imam-ul-Haq lbw -
a delivery that's fast be-
coming a hallmark of
Rajitha's bowling - while
Prabath Jayasuriya ac-
counted for Abdullah
Shafique, who was also
dismissed leg before,
rapped on the pads by one
going on with the arm.

From that point on,
Azhar Ali and Babar Azam
shut up shop and looked to
bat out the rest of the day,
though with the wicket
starting to show some as-
sistance for the spinners,
Sri Lanka would have no
doubt been encouraged.

Pakistan would end the
day 198 runs behind, a
deficit that could have
been significantly less if
not for the efforts of
Dinesh Chandimal coun-
terattack and Maheesh
Theekshana rearguard,
who scored 76 and 38 re-
spectively. Chandimal's

counterattack and
Theekshana's resolute
rearguard had managed to
cajole a respectable total
after Pakistan's bowlers,

led by the excellent
Shaheen Shah Afridi - who
finished with 4 for 58 - had
at one point threatened to
blow them away; Sri

Lanka's final two wickets
added 89 runs as they re-
covered from an ignomin-
ious 133 for 8 to a more re-
spectable 222.

Changwon, Jul 16 (PTI):

India's Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar clinched the gold medal in
the 50m rifle 3 positions event at
the ISSF Shooting World Cup
here on Saturday.
The 21-year-old Indian stamped
his class and got the better of
2018 Youth Olympics champion
Zalan Peklar of Hungary 16-12 to
claim the top prize. Reigning jun-
ior world champion Tomar had
earlier topped the qualification
round with a score of 593. This
was Tomar's second Shooting
World Cup gold, having won his
first in New Delhi last year. The
Madhya Pradesh shooter's gold
was India's fourth in the ongoing
competition. India consolidated
its position as the leader in the
medal tally with a total of nine
medals (four gold, four silver and
one bronze). Though Peklar gave
a tough challenge in the final,
Tomar kept his cool and brought

out the big shots from his reper-
toire to keep himself ahead in
the final moments.
The seasoned Istvan, also from
Hungary, bagged the bronze in
the event. In the ranking round,
Tomar had shot perfect scores in
the first two kneeling and prone
positions but had lost all of his
seven points in the final standing
position.
Another Indian in the fray, Chain
Singh finished seventh in the
final event.
Earlier in the day, India missed
out on a medal as 2019 World
Cup champion Manu Bhakar suf-
fered a heart-breaking loss to
finish fourth in the women's 25m
Pistol final event.
After doing well in ranking
matches that saw her perform
way better than the eventual
gold winner Xiu Hong Teh of
Singapore, Manu was eliminated
with just nine hits to her name in
the final.

Aishwary Tomar wins gold in
Changwon Shooting World Cup

Lahore, Jul 16 (PTI):

Pakistan's fast-bowling great
Shoaib Akhtar has hit out at
Virat Kohli's critics and remind-
ed them that the former India
captain's 70 international hun-
dreds weren't scored in "aunt's
backyard" or while playing
"candy crush video game".
Kohli's painfully long lean
patch of nearly three years has
led to calls for his ouster from
the T20 World Cup team, with
even the legendary Kapil Dev
voicing support for his exclu-
sion. While Akhtar said he
respects Dev's opinion that
continuing with the woefully
out-of-form Kohli is unfair to a
performing junior, the
Pakistani reminded everyone
that it takes a lot of effort to
score 43 ODI and 27 Test hun-
dreds.

Terrassa (Spain), Jul 16 (PTI):

Young forward
Lalremsiami believes that
the Indian women's hock-
ey team has learnt lessons
from its disappointing
World Cup campaign and
is looking to start afresh in
the upcoming
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Indian women's team
finished a poor ninth at
the mega event.

"We are disappointed
with the outcome. I think
we could have done better,
but at the end, you need to
accept, move on and focus
on the positive learnings
from the campaign. We
will work on the mistakes
and start afresh for the
Commonwealth Games,"
said Lalremsiami, who
featured in all the six
World Cup matches.

India finished ninth at
the FIH Hockey Women's
World Cup. They regis-

tered two draws against
England (1-1) and China (1-
1) respectively and lost 3-4
to New Zealand in the pool
stage. They then suffered a
0-1 loss to Spain in
crossover and missed out
on qualifying for the quar-
ter-final stage. However,
India defeated Canada 1-1
(3-2 SO) and Japan 3-1 to fin-
ish ninth. The 22-year-old,
who scored a goal against
New Zealand, said things
did not go as per planned in
the World Cup.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

The legendary Kapil
Dev wondered if Virat
Kohli was indeed rested or
ignored for the upcoming
five T20Is against the West
Indies, hinting that the
word "dropped" may have
been avoided as he "is not
an ordinary" cricketer.

Kohli's lean run is now
into its third year, the mod-
ern-day great last scoring
an international century
in 2019, something that re-
cently prompted Dev to
say that the team manage-
ment can't go by reputa-
tion only.

The former India skip-
per will not feature in the
the five-match T20I series
against the West Indies, to
be played in the Caribbean
and the United States from
July 29. "It's not like India

haven't played without
Virat in the last five to six
years, but I want such a
player to be back in form.
He might have been
dropped or rested but
there's still a lot of cricket
left in him," Dev told ABP
News.

India's first World Cup
winning-captain added,
"Play Ranji Trophy or
score runs anywhere. His
confidence needs to be
back. This is the difference
between a great and a good
player. "A great player like
him shouldn't take so
much time to get back in
form. He has to fight with
himself and get things in
order." Last week, Dev said
that a if a bowler with the
pedigree of Ravichandran
Ashwin could be dropped
from the Test team then so
can Kohli.

Kohli might have been
dropped or rested for WI

T20Is: Kapil Dev

Don’t pull Kohli down,
those 70 hundreds

weren’t scored in aunt's
backyard: Shoaib

Will work on our mistakes,
start afresh for CWG:

Hockey star Lalremsiami

Galle Test fascinatingly poised
after 12-wicket opening day

Pakistan’s Hasan Ali (R) and captain Babar Azam walk back to the pavilion at the end of the first day
of play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International
Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 16.

Kashmiri Pandits welcome
Hajis returning from Saudi 

Srinagar, Jul 16 (PTI): 

In a heart-warming ges-
ture, a group of Kashmiri
Pandits on Saturday wel-
comed the first batch of
Haj pilgrims returning
from Saudi Arabia and re-
cited praises for Prophet
Mohammed at the airport
here.

The group of Kashmiri
Pandits stood outside the
terminal building of the
Srinagar international air-
port and welcomed the
first batch of 145 Hajis who
reached here in the morn-
ing on the first return
flight from the annual pil-

grimage in Saudi Arabia
to the Valley. The Pandits
congratulated the Hajis for
completing the pilgrimage
and sought their blessings.
They offered roses to the
pilgrims. The members of
the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity also recited naats'
(eulogies) to Prophet
Mohammed.

A video of the gesture
went viral on social media.
The video was posted on
Twitter by PDP spokesper-
son Mohit Bhan, who him-
self belongs to the
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity. Our Kashmiri Pandits
welcoming Hajis at
Srinagar airport today by
singing traditional Naat
seeking the blessings of
Prophet.

Chennai, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK's Lok
Sabha MP, S Senthilkumar
objected to 'Bhoomi Puja' for
a road project by a Hindu
priest and said that repre-
sentatives of all religions
should be invited to offer
prayers for any such event.
The Dharmapuri Lok Sabha
MP, on his arrival at the spot
in his home district asked an
official if he was aware a
government function should
not be held in such a manner
involving prayers of only
one particular religion.

"Sir, Do you have instruc-
tions or not that govern-
ment functions should not
be held like this. Are you
aware or not," he asked.
Pointing to a saffron robes

clad Hindu
priest, the MP
asked the offi-
cial: "What is
this? Where are
the other reli-
gions?, Where is
the Christian
and Muslim?
Invite the
Church father,
the Imam, invite
those who do
not profess any religion, the
athiests, the Dravidar
Kazhagam (representa-
tives)," he said. Dravidar
Kazhagam, a rationalist out-
fit founded by social justice
icon Periyar E V Ramasamy
is the parent body of the rul-
ing DMK. To a question
from the MP, the official
identified himself as a

Public Works
D e p a r t m e n t
E x e c u t i v e
Engineer and
tendered an
apology to the
Parliamen-tari-
an. "This is the
Dravidian model
of governance.
The government
is for people be-
longing to all

faiths," the MP told the offi-
cial. He also made it clear
he is not against perform-
ance of puja. However, such
events should involve all
faiths. "Do it by inviting
everyone." Senthilkumar
shared a short video of the
conversation between him
and the official on his twit-
ter handle. "Trying to Keep

my cool. At times they make
me to lose my patience," the
MP tweeted. The MP ad-
vised officials present to
'clear' everything, apparent-
ly referring to preparations
to hold Bhoomi Puja by the
Hindu priest alone. The
event is for a road project in
Dharmapuri District.

The MP, who appeared ag-
gressive, also said that such
prayers were not performed
in government events partic-
ipated by Chief Minister M
K Stalin. Senthilkumar also
advised officials to not invite
him to such events involving
prayers of a particular reli-
gion. After dialogue with the
officials, the MP inaugurat-
ed the project and apparent-
ly no prayers were held as
originally scheduled.

New Delhi, July 16 (PTI): 

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena has given his nod to
an Anti Corruption
Branch-probe into alleged
charges of bribery against
an officer earlier posted as
deputy secretary in the
chief minister's office, offi-
cial sources said on
Saturday. The officer was
accused of seeking "mone-
tary benefits" and also "ha-
rassing" a civil defence vol-
unteer, they said.

An immediate reaction
on the issue was not avail-
able from the Delhi govern-
ment. "The Lt Governor
has granted approval to the
ACB to conduct investiga-
tion against Mukul
Manrai, the then Deputy
Secretary in Chief
Minister's Office (CMO),
looking after Jan Samvad,

the Public Grievance
Management System
(PGMS)," they said.

The approval was given
under Section (17A) of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act (PoC Act), 1988. The of-
ficer was charged for al-
legedly demanding mone-
tary gratification from a
civil defence volunteer
(CDV) for certifying his at-
tendance register, sources
said. The officer, currently
posted at the Revenue de-
partment, had also written
to the Civil Defence office
for removal of the volun-
teer who could not even get
his last month's salary,
they said.

"Similar complaints by
hundreds of other CDVs
were doing rounds and it
was suspected that the offi-
cer using the cover of CMO
had established a racket of

monthly collections from
the civil defence volun-
teers," sources said. The
complainant civil defence
volunteer had also fur-
nished a "video recording"
of the accused officer de-
manding money, they said.

The complaint along with
the audio recording as evi-
dence, was received in
November, 2017. But the mat-
ter was being shuffled
among Directorate of
Vigilance (DoV), General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Administrative
Reforms Department and
the Education department,
they said. Upon receiving
the complaint along with a
video recording, the ACB
began enquiry by sending
the CD of the recording to
the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) for au-
thentication.

Hyderabad, Jul 16 (PTI): 

TRS Working President
K T Rama Rao on Saturday
demanded that the Centre
provide details, if the
Agriculture Ministry's
claim about income of
farmers in the country dou-
bling is true. "If the claim
of the Agriculture Dept is
true, I request the Hon'ble
@PMOIndia to furnish the
details to the people of this
country 1) How many mil-
lions of farmers doubled
their Income? 2) Which
states are these farmers
from? 3) Which initiative of
Govt was key to achieve
this?" he asked in a tweet.
Rama Rao, son of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao, was responding to a
tweet by the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare, Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare. "In response to the
PM's clarion call for dou-
bling the farmers' income,
the income of very large
number of farmers has
more than doubled," the de-
partment tweeted. The TRS
and BJP have been engaged
in political one-upmanship
as they gear up for next
year's Legislative Assembly
polls in the state.

Ranchi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Saturday said that the gov-
ernment will soon bring a
policy in which the stu-
dents who are preparing
for the competitive exami-
nations will be provided fi-
nancial assistance.

Soren was speaking
here at the launch of
Jharkhand State
Employment of local can-
didates in private sector
and distribution of ap-
pointment letters to
around 11,000 youths in
private sector.

The CM said that the
cabinet has approved the
rules for the new policy in
private sector on Friday.
Under the new policy, pri-
vate companies have to

provide a reservation of 75
per cent for local people,
he said.

Addressing the youths
who received appointment
letters, CM said, The stu-
dents who want to prepare
for any competitive exami-
nations such as JPSC,

UPSC, Engineering or
Medical, government will
provide financial support
for their preparations. We
are going to bring a policy
in this regard very soon.

He said that the recruit-
ment exercise has been on
for past few days in the
state. We recently gave ap-
pointment letters to more
than 250 people, who
cracked the JPSC exami-
nations. Of the total, 35
persons belonged to below
poverty line (BPL) which
is a big achievement. We
also made the recruitment
of agriculture officers and
staff in forensic labs for
the first time, Soren said.

Jharkhand is termed as
backward state. But, we
will be making it a leading
state of the country in
next five to seven years.

For this, we need coopera-
tion from all, he said.

Jharkhand's Labour
minister Satyanand
Bhokta, Rural
Development minister
Alamgir Alam and Rajya
Sabha MP Mahua Manjhi
were also present on the
occasion.

Labour, Employment,
Training and Skill
Department Secretary
Praveen Kumar Toppo
said that as many as 11,391
youths, who got jobs in the
private sector since April
this year, were given ap-
pointment letters.

Of the total, 5,332 youths
got jobs in the apparel sec-
tor, 1,041 in health care,
1,168 in management and
entrepreneurship, 785 in
automotive and 118 in tele-
com sector, he said.

UGCF will not reduce 
workload of teachers: DU VC

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
has denied the claims that
implementation of the
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
will reduce the workload
of teachers, and said that
the issue is being "politi-
cised". Formulated under
the New Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, UGCF will be
implemented from the aca-
demic year 2022-23.

Teachers, especially
from the English depart-
ment, in particular had
claimed that there would
be a massive reduction of
almost 30 to 40 percent in
the existing workload.
"The government has
brought some reform and
we should welcome it.

There will be no displace-
ment of teachers," he told
PTI in an interview earli-
er this week.

"It is easy to politicise
issues. When the three-
year course will be done
in four years, how will the
workload be reduced?" he
asked. Singh said that the
workload will be calculat-
ed on the basis of the four-
year programme and not
a year.

The VC further said,
"The Executive Council
has also passed a resolu-
tion that no teacher will
be displaced. Any admin-
istrative decision will be
taken on the basis of the
four year undergraduate
course".

Over 400 English teach-
ers of the Delhi
University (DU) had re-

cently urged the vice
chancellor to restore the
workload of their depart-
ment which they fear will
be "massively reduced"
due to the implementation
of undergraduate curricu-
lum framework from the
2022-23 academic session
and will lead to loss of
livelihoods.

In the letter, the teach-
ers had said the UGCF
structure mentions that
the Ability Enhancement
Courses (AEC) are offered
only in the languages in-
cluded in the VIII
Schedule and that does
not include English,
which would lead to re-
duction in workload.

"The English language
teachers will remain with
us. We will be have skill
courses and English will

form a major part of it.
These courses will include
creative writing, conversa-
tion, English communica-
tion skills. Apart from
that there will also be
value added courses of
English that will be taught
by the teachers of the de-
partment," he said.

"Who will think of re-
ducing the burden?" the
VC asked. Singh also ad-
dressed the criticism
around the Multiple
Entry and Exit Scheme
(MEES), wherein a sec-
tion of teachers have al-
leged that the new system
will increase the number
of dropouts, more so
among women. "If you
will teach properly, why
will a student leave. This
is politicisation of the
issue," he said.

p Recite praises 
for Prophet
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Security personnel during a simulated Anti-terror response exercise carried out at Lahori Gate, ahead of the
Independence Day 2022, in New Delhi, Saturday.

MOCK DRILL

A mother and her son look for shelter as others stand under a tree, during heavy monsoon rain at Alipore Zoological
Garden in Kolkata, Saturday. 

IN SEARCH OF SHELTER

‘Students for competitive exams
will get financial support’

‘Furnish details on 
claims of doubling of

farmers’ income’
Mumbai, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Saturday asked the admin-
istration to initiate long-
term planning for a road de-
velopment project to ease
traffic congestion in the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), officials
said. The chief minister
asked the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) to take the lead
in initiating such a project
which will include the con-
struction of by-passes, fly-
overs, service roads and un-
derpasses, a release said
here. District collectors and
municipal commissioners
within the MMR -- which in-
cludes satellite towns in the

neighbouring Thane,
Palghar and Raigad dis-
tricts -- should extend coop-
eration over land acquisi-
tion and other issues, the
chief minister said. Traffic
on highways, especially
that coming from the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT) and
Ahmedabad, should be reg-
ulated, he added. Municipal
corporations in the MMR
should ensure that roads
under their jurisdiction are
pothole-free, Shinde told the
officials. The MMRDA, a
state-run planning authori-
ty for Mumbai, and the
Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC) should appoint
special officers to deal with
potholes, the chief minister
directed.

CM Shinde for 
long-term plan for easing

traffic congestion 

Ranchi, July 16 PTI):
Democracy stands "ruined"
in the country, Yashwant
Sinha, the joint nominee of
the opposition parties in
the upcoming presidential
polls said here on Saturday.
He said the presidential
election should not be
made a question of identity,
but a fight for ideology.
Sinha, who was minister in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
cabinet and an MP from
Hazaribag, met the JMM
executive president and
state Chief Minister
Hemant Soren and sought
the party's support and at-
tended a meeting of
Congress legislators ahead
of the July 18 presidential
election. "When I started
the campaign (for the pres-
idential poll) last month I
had said that democracy is
in danger. But now when I
am concluding the cam-
paign today, I can say that
the democracy stands 
ruined in the country,"
Sinha said at a press con-
ference later.

LG nod to ACB probe against
former deputy secretary

In CMO over graft charges

Democracy ruined in
the country:  Sinha

‘Where is the Church priest and Imam?’
DMK MP at govt event



Gariaband, Jul 16:  

Supebeda, the last vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh lo-
cated deep inside a jungle
bordering Odisha, is in
news for rise in number of
patients suffering from
kidney related diseases.

Around 81 deaths due to
kidney failure were re-
ported in the last six
years, according to health
department sources. The
contaminated water has
become the main cause of
the death of people here.
In fact, the relatives shy
away from drinking water
from this village.

Even though this village
is a part of Chhattisgarh
in the political map, due to
rain these days it is com-
pletely cut off from the
rest of the state. To reach
here, one has to go

through Paraal,
Khoksarapar in Odisha
after water level of Tel
river, an important tribu-
tary of Mahanadi river,
has increased due to ex-
cessive rains. In such a sit-
uation it is not possible to
enter Supebeda from the
Deobhog side.

As per the latest report,
Lekhan Adil died due to

kidney related disease.
The number of deaths has
now touched 81. The vic-
tim was 63-years-old and
in course of treatment in
Odisha in 2000 came to
known that creatinine is
continuously increasing.

Victim was not ready
for dialysis

The villager Trilochan
said, victim was undergo-

ing treatment in the dis-
trict hospital from last
month. The doctor ad-
vised for dialysis but he
refused to undergo dialy-
sis. As he reported to
breathing problem too
was referred to AIIMS
Raipur.

As it is said that con-
taminated water is the
main cause of kidney dis-
eases, a lift irrigation sys-
tem is being set up to
bring water from other
sources and supply the vil-
lagers. Dialysis facility is
also being provided soon,"
said the District Collector.

Arrested
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A zonal com-
mander of the banned
People's Liberation Front
of India has been arrested
in Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district follow-
ing a gunfight, police said
on Saturday. Acting on
intelligence inputs, a joint
team nabbed Santosh
Kandulana while he was
on a visit to his in-laws
house at Sanga village
under the Naxal-affected
Bandgaon police station
area on Thursday, it said.

Suicide
JJaaiippuurr:: A teenager died
allegedly by suicide in
Alwar's Behror area and
left a purported suicide
note in which he told his
mother that he was giving
her the "best gift" on her
birthday, police said. The
tragic incident occurred on
Friday, when the 15-year-
old boy hanged himself in
his house in Ward-2 of
Behror after his mother, a
government teacher, left
for work.

Seized
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai Police
have busted a gang which
purchased and sold stolen
mobile phones with the
arrest of two men, an offi-
cial said here on
Saturday. Unit 6 of the
Mumbai crime branch
conducted a raid at
Maharashtra Nagar in
suburban Mankhurd on
Friday and seized at least
480 mobile phones includ-
ing iPhones, he said.

Denied bail
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii:: An
Uttar Pradesh court on
Saturday rejected the bail
petition of Alt News co-
founder Mohammad
Zubair in connection with
an FIR lodged against him
in 2021 for allegedly pro-
moting enmity. The bail
application was moved
before Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate
Mohamaddi on July 11
after the court sent
Zubair to a 14-day judicial
custody in the case.
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A woman keeps a watch 
on her child who plays on a

waterlooged road amid 
monsoon rains, in New Delhi,

Saturday.

PAGE 11

Jalaun (UP), Jul 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday cautioned people
against what he called a
"revadi culture" of offering
freebies for votes and said
this is "very dangerous" for
the development of the
country.

The Prime Minister used
'revadi', a popular north
Indian sweet often distrib-
uted during festivals, as a
metaphor for freebies

being promised by various
parties to grab power and
said the people, especially
the youth should guard
against this.

Addressing a gathering
here after inaugurating the
296-km Bundelkhand

Expressway constructed at
a cost of around Rs 14,850
crore, Modi said this ex-
pressway will not only give
speed to the vehicles, but
will also accelerate the in-
dustrial progress of the en-
tire Bundelkhand.

He said the distance
from Chitrakoot to Delhi
by the Bundelkhand ex-
pressway has been reduced
by three-four hours, but its
benefit is much more than
that and hit out at previous
dispensations in Uttar
Pradesh for the lack of con-
nectivity. The "double-en-
gine" government now was
ensuring the major trans-

formation of the state with
fast-improving connectivi-
ty and much better law and
order, he said.

Modi asserted that no
such work should be done
that is not related to the
present aspirations and
better future of the coun-
try. The thinking behind
every decision and policy
should be that develop-
ment of the country would
be accelerated, the Prime
minister said, adding that
it should be ensured that
all those things that harm
and negatively impact the
country's development are
kept away.

Jammu, Jul 16 (PTI): 

An Indo-Tibetan Border Police
jawan Saturday fired at his three
colleagues before shooting him-
self dead at a camp in
Udhampur district of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said.
The incident took place around
3:30 pm at the Devika Ghat com-
munity centre in the district.
Constable Bhupendra Singh shot
at his colleagues, leading to bul-
let injuries to a head constable
and two constables, a senior
ITBP officer said.
The injured have been admitted
to a hospital, and are out of dan-
ger, he said.
Singh later shot himself from his
INSAS service rifle and he died
on the spot, the officer said. The
jawan belonged to the 8th bat-
talion of the force and was

presently deputed to the 'F'
company of the 2nd ad-hoc bat-
talion of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) deployed in Jammu
and Kashmir for security duties.
Preliminary inputs suggest some
altercation took place between
the jawans, but the exact cause
that led to the incident is still
being probed, the official said.
A court of inquiry has been
ordered by the border guarding
force, he said.
The ITBP is primarily tasked to
guard the 3,488 km-long Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with China
apart from rendering a variety of
roles in the internal security
domain of the country. The inci-
dent comes a day after an Army
jawan shot himself fatally after
killing another colleague and
injuring two others in Poonch
district of the Union territory.

Jaipur, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana Saturday said
political opposition is
translating into hostility
which is not a sign of a
healthy democracy.

He said there used to be
mutual respect between
the government and the
opposition, which is di-
minishing.

"Political opposition
should not translate into
hostility, which we have
been sadly witnessing
these days. These are not
signs of a healthy democ-
racy," Ramana said.

He was speaking at an
event organised at the
Rajasthan Assembly by
the Commonwealth
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Association (CPA).

Ahmedabad, Jul 15 (PTI):

The Congress in Gujarat
on Saturday alleged the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing a case against
activist Teesta Setalvad filed
an affidavit naming party
leader late Ahmed Patel at
the behest of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) for political gains
ahead of the assembly polls.

Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Jagdish Thakor told re-
porters that more such affi-
davits will be filed as the
Assembly elections draw
close in the home state of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister

Amit Shah. The Congress'
attack comes a day after the
Gujarat police's SIT opposed
arrested activist Setalvad's
bail application and claimed
in an affidavit before a court
that she was part of a "larg-
er conspiracy" hatched by
senior Congress leader the
late Ahmed Patel to get the
state government dismissed
after the 2002 riots.

Thakor alleged that BJP
was targeting Congress
leaders under a "conspira-
cy" to divert the attention of
people in poll-bound Gujarat
from its failure to resolve
crucial issues.

Earlier in the day, the BJP
alleged that Congress presi-

dent Sonia Gandhi was the
"driving force" behind the
"conspiracy" to implicate
then Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi in the 2002
riots case in the state.

The ruling party is using
affidavits filed by the SIT in
a sub-judice matter to gain
political mileage, Thakor al-
leged.

"The Gujarat government
and its leadership have
failed to address issues af-
fecting the public. With the
election approaching, it can
see the ground slipping
below its feet, and is bring-
ing up such issues as part of
a conspiracy to regain
power," he alleged.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has recovered Rs 1.86
crore in cash allegedly belonging
to a Union agriculture ministry
official who has been booked in
a bribery case in Visakhapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh, officials said
on Saturday. The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed Padam Singh, Plant
Protection Officer of the min-
istry posted at Visakhapatnam,
along with Athi Bulli Reddiya
alias Murali, regional manager,
Exim Logistics Private Limited,
in a bribery case of Rs 6,000, the
agency said in a statement.
It was alleged that the officer

was collecting huge amounts of
money in bribes from fumigators
and shipping agents for issuing
phytosanitary certificates for
exporting goods and consign-
ment release orders for import-
ed consignments, it said.
"It was further alleged that the
public servant (Singh) demand-
ed illegal gratification from the
regional manager (Reddiya) of a
private company based at
Visakhapatnam for clearing a
pending application and issuing
a favourable certificate to cus-
toms for release of import or
export consignments of agricul-
tural commodities," the state-
ment said.

New Delhi, Jul 16:

West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar will be the
ruling NDA's candidate for the
post of Vice President of India,
BJP chief JP Nadda announced
today. "After all considerations
and consultations, we have
decided to announce kisan
putra (farmer's son) Jagdeep
Dhankhar as the BJP and
NDA's candidate for Vice
President," he said at a press
conference, adding that he
established himself as a "peo-
ple's Governor".
Dhankhar has often grabbed
headlines for his prickly rela-
tionship with Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee and
her party the Trinamool
Congress since taking over as
Governor in July 2019. While
he has accused the state gov-
ernment of "extreme appease-
ment, communalised patron-
age, and mafia syndicate
extortion," the state's ruling
party members have called
Dhankhar "communal". 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Ahead of the monsoon
session of Parliament, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Saturday sought cooperation
of all parties for smooth con-
duct of proceedings with "de-
cency, dignity and disci-
pline", even as the
Opposition demanded dis-
cussion on the Agnipath
scheme, unemployment and
farmers' issues.

At an all-party meeting
ahead of the session begin-
ning on Monday, Birla in-
formed the leaders about
preparations for the session.

He later said that leaders
of all parties assured that
they will cooperate in con-
ducting the proceedings of
the House with dignity.
Several opposition political
parties - TMC, TRS, Shiv

Sena, NCP, BSP, SP, TDP, SAD
and Left parties -- skipped
the meeting. The BJD was
also had no representation.

However, Congress and its
allies DMK and IUML at-
tended the meeting. While
Congress was represented by
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
TR Baalu from DMK partici-
pated. Leaders from YSR
Congress and NDA's con-
stituents - LJP, Apna Dal
were also present in the
meeting.

The government was rep-
resented by Union
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi and
Minister of State in the same
ministry Arjun Ram
Meghwal. In a tweet after the
meeting, the Speaker said he
urged all parties to "cooper-
ate in the smooth conduct of
the proceedings with decen-
cy, dignity and discipline in
accordance with the high
traditions and values of the
House".

Death cases continue to haunt  Supebeda
̈ One more death due

to kidney ailment 

The deceased being taken for last rites.

“ The deceased was suffer-
ing from other diseases
along with kidney disease.
The medical is continuously
working there.”
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What expert says

PM warns people against
‘revadi’ culture of freebies
̈ Opens Bundelkhand

e-way

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The ICSE class 10 results will be
announced on July 17 with
marks of both first and second
semesters given equal weigh-
tage in the final score, board
secretary Gerry Arathoon said
on Saturday. The candidates
who did not appear for either
semester 1 or semester 2 exam-
inations will be marked absent
and their results will not be
declared, he said. "The results
of the ICSE (Class 10), 2022
examination will be declared on
Sunday, July 17 at 5:00 PM. The
results will be made available
on the CAREERS portal of the
CISCE, on the website and
through SMS," said Arathoon,
the Chief Executive and
Secretary, Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examinations
(CISCE). "For the computation
of the ICSE examination results,
equal weightage has been given
to both the Semester 1 and
Semester 2 Examinations. The
marks of Semester 1, Semester
2 and the Project (Internal
Assessment) have been added
to arrive at the final marks in
each of the subjects and
papers," he added.

Space for Oppn
diminishing: CJI

ITBP jawan shoots 
3 colleagues, ends life

WB Guv Dhankhar is

NDA’s VP candidate 

GUJ SIT FILES AFFIDAVIT

Ahmed Patel named at behest of BJP: Cong
BRIBERY CASE

CBI recovers Rs 1.86 cr in cash
from agriculture ministry official 

ICSE class 10
result on Jul 17

MONSOON SESSION 

LS Speaker Birla
holds all-party meet
̈ Oppn seeks

Agnipath debate
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Bhilai, Jul 16: For disas-
ter management and pre-
vention of floods, the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has made an
elaborate plan on the in-
structions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal. Affected peo-
ple can contact the Main
Control Room on tele-
phone number 07882294303
and 18002334242.

Bhilai Mayor had given
instructions to set up a
control room to deal with
any kind of disaster. In
this sequel, BMC has es-
tablished a control room,
flood control cell for disas-
ter management for pre-
vention of floods and
floods. The control room
has been established on
the instructions of
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar.

Deputy Commissioner
Ramakant Sahu will be
the Nodal Officer. People
can contact him on mobile
number 9098907321 and
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra
8770060276. Jaikumar
Jain, Patiram Baret,
Santosh Harmukh and
Chudamani Yadav have
been deployed as his asso-
ciate officers/employees.
At the control room, Dilip

Yadav will be available
(mobile number
9509283165) as a telephone
operator from 6 am to 2
pm, Umesh Kori and Dilip
Kumar Humne (mobile
number 8234018349) from
2:00 pm to 10:00 pm,
Umashankar and Rajesh
Jangde (mobile number
9981890447) from 10 pm to
06 am, Saroj Kanoje (mo-
bile number 9907120799)
and Mahesh Kumar
Devangan (mobile number
9109223333) will also be
available.

DK Verma, Executive
Engineer (mobile number
9826519234) will work for
disaster camp and relief
material, and Veshram
Sinha, Vishnu
Chandrakar, Rajesh Palve
and Rampravesh will be
the supporting staff.
Sanjay Sharma (mobile
number 9329487890)
Executive Engineer and
Associate Officer Brijesh

Srivastava, Assistant
Engineer and Basant Sahu
Sub Engineer have been
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of ensuring clean
drinking water in the af-
fected areas. TK Ranadive,
Executive Engineer (mo-
bile number 9893478343),
Arpit Banjare and Tirath
Yadav have been assigned
the duty for electrical sys-
tems. KK Singh, Anand
Chakradhar and
Chellaram Verma, in-
charge officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
health officer and his sup-
port staff will look after
the medical arrange-
ments.

For Nehru Nagar Zone
No 1, Flood Control Team
will be led by Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad (mobile number
7000209365) who will be as-
sisted by Parmeshwar
Chandrakar and Ankit
Saxena. In-charge of

Vaishali Nagar Zone No. 2
Flood Control will be the
Zone Commissioner Pooja
Pillai (mobile number
9981159559). She will be as-
sisted by KK Gupta, JP
Tiwari and Anil Mishra.
Mother Teresa Nagar
Zone No. 3 In-charge offi-
cer for the flood control
team will be Yesha Lehre,
Zone Commissioner (mo-
bile number 8319517473).
Other members of the
team are RK Sahu,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Sudama Parghaniya and
Virendra Banjare.

Amitabh Sharma, Zone
Commissioner (mobile
number 7879152951) is the
incharge for Shivaji Nagar
zone office and Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Balkrishna
Naidu and Mahesh
Pandey will assist him.
Sector 6 Zone No 5 Flood
Control Team will be led
by NR Ratnesh, Zone
Commissioner (Mobile

number 8319517473) and
his subordinate employees
are Wasim Khan, Anil
Meshram, VK Samuel and
Hemant Manjhi. Veshram
Sinha, assistant engineer
(mobile number
9827817103) will look after
the vehicle control room
and Vishnu Chandrakar
and Subhash Sahu will as-
sist him. For health camp
arrangements, KK Singh
(mobile number
9479053120) and Chellaram
Verma and Rajesh Dahare
have been appointed.

BMC Commissioner has
directed that the control
room will remain open for
24 hours and the com-
plaints received in the con-
trol form during heavy
rains are to be resolved im-
mediately by informing
the concerned officials.
People can contact the
main control room on tele-
phone numbers 0788-
2294303 and 18002334242.

Instructions have been
given to the officers to en-
sure arrangements as per
the requirement. They
have been asked to identi-
fy spots for disaster camps.
For the prevention of ex-
cessive rains and floods,
the Zone Commissioner
and his associate officers
of each zone will work in
coordination and keep a
constant vigil.
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Bhilai, Jul 16: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre gave directions to
the Joint Director
(Education) and all the
District Education Officers
for the improvement of the
quality of education in the
division.

Kavre took information
from all the District
Education Officers regard-
ing the infrastructure es-
tablished in the Swami
Atmanand Schools, re-
cruitment of teachers and
admission of students.

Joint Director PK
Pandey informed that in
the first phase, the work of
infrastructure has been
completed in 38 approved
schools in the division and
at present the work of es-
tablishment of 18 newly
approved schools is in

progress. Kavre directed
that adequate infrastruc-
ture, laboratory, library
and sports material should
be arranged in all the
schools as well as the
process of recruitment of
teachers should also be
completed.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner directed
the District Education
Officers to take special ini-
tiative to provide educa-
tion in Swami Atmanand
Schools as well as other
government schools.

The status of admission
was discussed under Right
to Education and all the of-
ficers were directed to en-
sure its adequate publicity.
He instructed them to take
special care so that the se-
lected students do not face
any problem in the admis-
sion process.

D i v i s i o n a l

Commissioner Kavre gave
clear instructions to all the
District Education Officers
that under any circum-
stances, dilapidated build-
ings should not be used for
teaching students and ac-
tion should be taken to de-
molish such buildings
with the help of the con-
cerned departments.

During the review of the
status of mid-day meal, the
Divisional Commissioner
directed that the quality
check of the mid-day meal
should be done by the dis-
trict officers themselves
from time to time and the
honorarium of the cook
appointed for this purpose
should be paid on time.

The Divisional
Commissioner gave in-
structions to complete the
process of distribution of
free textbooks within the
time period, as well as
took information regard-
ing distribution of uni-
forms. Officials replied
that at present one set of
uniforms has been distrib-
uted, on which the
Divisional Commissioner
instructed to distribute
another set of uniforms.

Kavre directed that
preparations should be
made for distribution of
bicycles for the upcoming
session under Saraswati
Cycle Yojana in all the dis-
tricts and also directed to
take action to provide
scholarship to the stu-
dents under the Mahtari
Jatan Yojana.

Discussions were held
with all the officials to im-

prove the level of educa-
tion through other activi-
ties under the Nava Jatan.
In the upcoming session at
Rajnandgaon, special
classes will be conducted
for 2 hours by the govern-
ment teachers in the
morning for class X and
XII. Appreciating this ini-
tiative, Kavre instructed
them to take special steps
in other districts also.

Joint Director,
Education, PK Pandey,
Arvind Mishra, District
Education Officer
Bemetara, Rakesh Pandey,
District Education Officer
Kabirdham, Swami,
Assistant Director Durg,
Amit Ghosh, Assistant
Director Durg, Aditya
Khare, Assistant Director
Rajnandgaon, and IL
Khobragade, Assistant
Director Balod were 
present.

BSF organises motivational
session for students
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Bhilai, Jul 16: On Friday, a
motivation session was or-
ganized at Pre Matric
School Girls Hostel in
Bande by the BSF Strategic
Headquarters, Bande.
About 80 students of Pre
Matric School Girls Hostel
Bande, Ashram Girls
School Bande and Pre
Matric Hostel participated
in the event. Gond (Madiya),
Halba, Uraon children of
Class 04 to 10 from
Abujhmad village situated
beyond Kotri river partici-
pated in this program. The

Superintendents of all the
three hostels were present
in this programme. In this
motivational session,
Dinesh Murmu, Deputy
Inspector General (General)
of Frontier Headquarters
gave information about the
importance of education
and important dimensions
of success. The students
and hostel superintendents
were highly impressed and
motivated after attending
this programme. They ap-
preciated the initiatives of
BSF and requested to organ-
ize such programmes in fu-
ture as well.

Use new technology to encourage
innovations in Gauthans: Collector
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Bhilai, Jul 16: The
Gauthans of the district
will be further promoted
in the coming days. New
activities will be added
along with the existing
livelihood oriented activi-
ties in all the Gauthans.
This will be done to create
maximum job opportuni-
ties to the people residing
near the Gauthans.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena visited sev-
eral gauthans on Saturday
to explore the possibilities
of improvement at
Gauthans. He inspected
the model gauthan of
Chandkhuri and he also
visited the Gauthans of
Konari and Thanaud.

He expressed his happi-
ness after seeing the ongo-
ing works of the self-help

group women and spoke
about adopting innovation
in the direction of making
Gauthans better. Hi-tech
dairy farms will be con-
structed in Gauthans.

The dairy farms will
have high breed cows and
buffaloes. Cows like
Sahiwal and Gir will be
kept here so that the
women of Self Help
Groups can get maximum
economic benefits. Apart
from this, activities like
goat rearing and mush-
room cultivation will also
be included in the
Gauthans. On this occa-
sion, the Collector also di-
rected the concerned offi-
cials to increase the capac-
ity of chickens in the
Gauthans to 1000 where
poultry farming is being
done.

During the inspection,

the Collector closely in-
spected the shed built in
Gauthan and asked the
concerned officers to give
priority to cross ventila-
tion in sheds so that live-
stock can easily live in
conditions like heat and
humidity.

The Collector especially
praised the work done in
Chandkhuri Gauthan. He
added that the quality of
vermicompost manure, or-
namental fish farming,
poultry farming, and bari
are very high. He encour-
aged the methods of all the
self help groups and said
that we have to continue
such good efforts continu-
ously and give a new direc-
tion to the intention of the
government.

The Collector also visit-
ed the Community Health
Center of Nikumbh and

inspected the under con-
struction 30-bed ward.
Here, 10 beds are being
made for the PNC ward
and 20 beds for the isola-
tion ward. Along with this,
he directed the doctors
and other concerned offi-
cials to maintain health
services and stock of med-
icines during the rainy
season.

Apart from this, the
Collector also inspected
Thanaud Nullah under
Narva work, which meets
Shivnath river through
Anjora. It was informed by
the concerned officials
that the water level in the
nullah is better, which is
also increasing in the area
of irrigation. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan, Durg SDM
Mukesh Rawate and other
officers were present.
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Elderly lady expresses desire of pilgrimage;
Collector responds in a sensitive manner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 16: When peo-
ple feel connected with
the administrative offi-
cers, they often express
such personal desires
which generally do not
come under the routine
administrative works.

On Saturday, one such
incident occurred after
which the Collector han-
dled the matter in a sensi-
tive manner. 80-year-old
Roopa Tiwari, who is a
retired nurse of Sector 9
Hospital, met Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena at the old age
home in Pulgaon.
Collector met the elderly
inmates of the home and
inquired about their

health. In the meanwhile,
Roopa Tiwari emotional-
ly requested the Collector
that she wishes to go to
Vrindavan. Adopting a
sensitive attitude, the
Collector asked the con-
cerned officers to pre-
pare a list of elderly in-
mates willing to under-
take pilgrimage and send
a proposal.

In Indian mythology,
along with the socio-eco-
nomic welfare of the peo-
ple, the spiritual welfare
of the people has also
been considered very im-
portant. The spiritual
happiness of the people is
very significant. If the
happiness of the elderly
woman is in Vrindavan
pilgrimage, then the ad-

ministration has to re-
spond in a sensitive man-
ner. Ultimately, the high-
est goal of governance is
that people can live happi-
ly in a welfare state and
our Constitution inspired
by deep tradition teaches
the same.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
Collector had reached
Pulgaon to inspect the old
age home where he met
all the elderly people and
interacted with them
about their arrange-
ments. He took informa-
tion from the concerned
officials about the capaci-
ty of the old age home,
the arrangement of food,
the cleanliness of the
rooms and the arrange-

ments for their entertain-
ment. He instructed to
conduct regular monitor-
ing of the daily routine
and arrangements of the
elderly people.

During the inspection,
the Collector gave special
instructions to the con-
cerned officers that regu-
lar check-ups of the elder-
ly people should be done
by the specialist doctors.
Hearing aid should be
provided by an ENT spe-
cialist after examining
the elderly people.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan, SDM
Durg Mukesh Rawate,
Kamlesh Patel Deputy
Director Social Welfare
Department and other of-
ficers were present.

Divisional Commissioner chairs 
meeting of District Education Officers

BMC establishes Flood Control Cell and
Disaster Management Control Room
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Bhilai, Jul 16: In order to
make the city plastic free,
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously conducting inspec-
tions in the market areas
and shops and action is
being taken to confiscate
the banned plastic and
single use plastic. The
BMC team is also taking
plenary action against the
shopkeepers. They collect-
ed a fine of Rs 19550 from
48 shops. Products made of
single use plastic have
been completely banned
in the limits of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.

BMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar has
constituted a team to take
action on banned plastic
and single use plastic. On
the instructions of
Additional Commissioner

Ashok Dwivedi, a cam-
paign against banned plas-
tic and single use plastic is
being conducted continu-
ously. Raids are being con-
ducted in shops, commer-

cial establishments at dif-
ferent places in each zone.
Wherever single-use plas-
tic and banned plastic are
found, plenary action is
being taken against the
people from whose posses-
sion the banned plastic is
being recovered. It needs
to be mentioned here that
Mayor Neeraj Pal has also
appealed to the residents
of the city for not using
the banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic. To keep the
city clean and healthy, it is
necessary to boycott the
banned plastic and single
use plastic. He urged the
people to use cloth bags for
carrying any material.

BMC takes action against 48
shops; seizes banned plastics
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Raipur, Jul 16: The first
ever torch relay for the
44th Chess Olympiad to be
held in Tamil Nadu be-
tween July 28 and August
10 arrived in Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur on
Saturday.

Arjuna Award recipient
and Grandmaster Pravin
Thipsay handed over the
torch to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyaya Auditorium
here and the latter handed

it over to Woman FIDE
Master Kiran Agrawal.

“It is a matter of great
pride that for the first
time, the World Chess
Federation has allowed a
torch relay on the lines of
the Olympics. The torch
relay in the state today will
act as an inspiration for
budding chess talents,” the
CM said. He praised
Agrawal, who participated
in Chess Olympiad in 1986
and 1990, and said future
generations from the state
must be inspired by her.
Informing about

Chhattisgarh’s presence at
the upcoming Chess
Olympiad, he said

Alankar Bhivgade of
Bhilai will be a judge
there, while Agarwal,

Vinod Rathi and M.K.
Chandrashekhar are part
of the organising commit-
tee. “Moreover, six players
selected from different
schools of the state will
also participate in the
Chess Olympiad and learn
by watching big players.
On the initiative of All
India Chess Federation,
work has been started to
promote chess in 22
schools in the state,” the
CM said.

He said Balod has be-
come the first district in
the country to start ‘Chess
in School’ pilot project,
while training in the game
is being imparted in
Aastha School in
Dantewada.

The torch will cover 75
cities as part of the relay
over 40 days before arrive
at the Chess Olympiad
venue in Mahabalipuram
near Chennai in Tamil
Nadu.
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Raipur, Jul 16:
Chhattisgarh Minister TS
Singhdeo on Saturday re-
signed from the Panchayat
and Rural development de-
partment, one of the five
portfolios held by him in
the Bhupesh Baghel cabi-
net.

In his four-page letter to
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the sen-
ior Cabinet Minister men-
tioned about the reasons
behind giving up his port-
folio of Panchayat & Rural
Development department.
However, he will remain
the minister for Health
and Family Welfare,
Medical Education,
Twenty Point
Implementation and
Commercial Tax (GST) de-
partments. “I have decided
to resign from the

Panchayat and Rural
Development Department.
Soon, I will submit my res-
ignation letter,” he told
section of media persons
here.

“I have decided to disso-
ciate myself from this de-
partment last (Friday)
night itself. After consider-
ing it thoroughly today, I
am sending my resigna-
tion to the Chief
Minister,” he added.

Later, the heavy-weight
minister Singhdeo elabo-
rated the reasons behind
his reluctance to continue
as Panchayat Minister. It
has also been reported

that the central leadership
has been informed about
the reason by him.

Singhdeo, who repre-
sents the Ambikapur as-
sembly constituency in the
Surguja region, is known
as the political rival of CM
Bhupesh Baghel in the
state Congress. Both of
them have been logged in
power tussle over the last
one year as Singhdeo had
been claiming to have
been made promise to
share the power after the
first two and half years of
Congress regime which
could not materialize so
far.

Chess Olympiad Torch relay
accorded warm welcome

CM lists efforts to popularize game

Singhdeo resigns from
Panchayat portfolio 

 Heavy-weight 
minister informed
CM to hold on to
other ministries

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuullyy  1166::

Kotak Mutual Fund (KMF)
has seen an encouraging
financial year. Our focused
product strategy has been
instrumental in expanding its
footprints across distribution
networks. The company con-
tinues to witness healthy
growth in Asset Under
Management (AUM) across
asset classes. 

Currently, Kotak Mutual
Fund has over 27 Lakh SIP
accounts (as on 31 st March
2022) through which investors
regularly invest in its mutual
fund schemes. 

Products such as Kotak
Flexicap Fund, Kotak
Bluechip, Kotak Emerging
Equity, and Kotak Equity
Opportunities are popular
among Kotak Mutual Fund
investors. Manish Mehta,
Head – National Head - Sales,

Marketing &amp; Digital
Business, Kotak Asset
Management Co Ltd said,
“Indian Mutual Fund industry
has been growing at a rapid
pace over the past few years,
as investors, especially the
younger generation, are will-
ing to explore new investment
avenues like SIPs in the mutu-
al fund space. 

We at Kotak mutual fund
are actively canvasing for
SIPs, which has gained popu-
larity over the past few years.
Even in times of volatility, SIP
provides a balancing act for
regular and disciplined
investors. Investors can select
from any of our existing
schemes and start investment
through SIP route.”

Other initiatives done have
been the launch of our
revamped website
www.kotakmf.com. The web-
site enables distributors and

clients to access portfolio
details, read blogs on various
topics, view videos of our
experts and initiate transac-
tions to purchase through the
website. We also have Kotak
Business Hub, our distributor
portal where our partners can
view client details, co-brand
marketing content to share
with clients and analytical

tools which they can use for
garnering business. We cur-
rently have over 20,000 part-
ners who have subscribed to
Kotak Business Hub. Our
online training initiative
ProStart is well appreciated
by our distribution partners.
We have rolled out many mod-
ules on financial planning,
fixed income markets and
other qualitative topics. All
our content is available on our
YouTube channel Kotak
ProStart.

We recently ran our
Investor Education and
Awareness Campaign “Go
Automatic with Balanced
Advantage Funds”. The
month-long campaign across
TV, digital medium talked
about how balanced advan-
tage funds are a good option
for investments in all kinds of
markets. It is suitable for the
first time investor, the long

term investor as well as the
market timer. Kotak Mutual
Fund is currently present in 4
locations across Chhattisgarh.
Our strong sales and investor
relations team works closely
with the distribution partners
across banks, national distri-
bution and mutual fund dis-
tributors (MFDs).
Chhattisgarh contributes
approximately 0.52% of the
industry AUM in Mutual Fund.
Equity investments contribute
almost 73% of the overall
AUM in Chhattisgarh (as on 31
st March 2022).

Kotak Mutual Fund contin-
ues to create awareness about
mutual funds and financial
planning through its Investor
Education and Awareness
Initiatives. Kotak Mutual Fund
endeavours to continue on
this educative expansion path
by working closely with its
distributors and partners.

Kotak Mutual Fund promotes SIP as an effective investment tool

Raipur, Jul 16:

On the request of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, the date of
farmers’ enrolment
under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) for Kharif sea-
son 2022 has been extend-
ed to July 31 by the
Central Government,
which was earlier July 15.
The Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, has sent a letter
to the Chhattisgarh
Agriculture Production
Commissioner giving in-
formation in this regard.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has appealed to
the farmers of the state
who are still left out to get

their names enrolled
under the said scheme at
the earliest. With the ex-
tension of the enrolment
date under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, farmers of
Chhattisgarh will now be
able to get their Kharif
crops insured till July 31.
The scheme covers insur-
ance of crops including
paddy (irrigated), paddy
(unirrigated), maize, soy-
bean, groundnut,
‘moong’, ‘urad’ and ‘toor’
(arhar). Non-loanee farm-
ers who are landholders
and sharecroppers can
also avail benefit of the

scheme. Risks covered
under the scheme include
yield losses due to non
preventable risks, post-
harvest losses and local-
ized calamities (individ-
ual farm basis). The
claim amount will be
paid as per provision of
scheme. Farmers willing
to insure the notified
crops can contact their
nearest bank or public
service centers or insur-
ance company or rural
post office by 31 July 2022.
For insurance of Kharif
crops, farmers have to
pay 2 per cent of the pre-
mium amount and for in-
surance of horticulture
crops, 5 per cent of the
premium amount as a
contribution.

Deadline extended for farmers’ enrolment
under PM Crop Insurance Scheme till July 31

 Insurance of Kharif
crops till July 31

Raipur, Jul 16: 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday directed the
state authorities to carry
out relief and rescue op-
erations in the districts
under the Bastar divi-
sion, which have been
grappling with a flood-
like situation.

Officials had earlier
said that a total of 26 peo-
ple have lost their lives in
rain-related incidents and
other natural calamities
in the last over one month
in Chhattisgarh, where
heavy downpour battered
south Bastar in the last
few days causing rivers to
flow above the danger

mark. At least 247 houses
were partially or com-
pletely damaged during
the same period in vari-
ous districts as a result of
rainfall.

An official of the state
public relations depart-
ment said on Saturday
that chief minister
Baghel directed
Commerce and Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
to take stock of situation
emerging out of inces-
sant rains in Bijapur and
Sukma districts.

“Baghel has also asked
Lakhma to conduct an
aerial survey of the flood-
hit districts and ensure
relief as well as rescue ex-
ercises in the affected

areas,” he added.
Flood-like situation

was witnessed in the inte-
riors of Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma
districts due to incessant
downpour in the last few
days and the backwater of
Godavari river that flows
along the border of
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana, officials have
said.

Bastar division com-
prises seven districts -
Bastar, Kanker,
Kondgaon, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma.

Meanwhile, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) on
Saturday afternoon pre-

dicted heavy rainfall in
Sukma, Dantewada and
Bijapur districts in the
next 24 hours.

The state has received
an average rainfall of
386.7 mm till Friday since
June 1, with maximum of
933.2 mm rain recorded in
Bijapur district during
this period.

The district officials
have been instructed to
keep the rescue teams on
alert to deal with the
emergency situation.
Officials of the revenue,
district panchayat, jan-
pad panchayat and forest
departments have been
asked to provide relief to
the affected people, they
said.

CM asks authorities to provide relief in parts
of state reeling under flood-like situation Raipur, Jul 16:

The Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
organised at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakholi Raipur concluded
today amid a colorful cul-
tural programmes. NCC
cadets from Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
performed at cultural pro-
gramme, showcasing festi-
vals and traditions of dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Cadets were awarded for
best presentation in group
discussion, poetry recita-
tion and sports competions
like kho-kho, volleyball
and various other activi-
ties. The Chief Guest of
the function, Camp
Commandant Col Rohit

Kumar Kaushik,
Administration Officer
Col Vivek and Guest of
Honor Major GK
Srivastava DSW IGKV
Raipur extended best wish-
es to all the cadets of the
camp. The function was

conducted by NCC officer
JK Singh and cultural pro-
gramme were conducted
by Master Cadets Laxmi
Thakur, Divya Solanki
Amber Singh Parihar and
Pranjal Sharma. In the af-
ternoon, a volleyball com-

petition was also organ-
ised between the military
staff and cadets, which
was won by the cadets
after a hard struggle. A tug
of war competition was
also organised for the girls
cadets.

Advance Leadership Camp concludes

Raipur, Jul 16:

A one-day workshop of
Common Service Centre
(CSC) operators and man-
agers was organized on
the foundation day of CSC
at Red Cross conference
hall of the Collectorate.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure was especially pres-
ent at the workshop.
Speaking on the occasion
he said that CSC had been
providing government
services to the people on
time with full transparen-
cy for the last 12 years.
Information technology is
being used an important

part of administration by
CSCs, he said, adding that
government services have
now come closer to the
people.

District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Dr Ravi
Mittal said that CSC has
done unprecedented work
during COVID pandemic.

People’s confidence has in-
creased in services ren-
dered by CSCs, he added.

CHOiCE Centers and
CSC Centers are being op-
erated in every village as
an institution of
Department of
Information and
Technology, Government

of India in the form of dig-
ital platform. More than
400 services including
Ayushman card making,
e-laborer registration,
Aadhaar banking, educa-
tion, parcel etc are being
provided through CSC e-
governance service.
District Managers were
present in the workshop.

The Collector awarded
CSC operators who per-
formed excellently, with
certificates. Information
about various CSC servic-
es was given at the work-
shop.

Action plan for works to
be carried out in the cur-
rent financial year (2022-
23) was also discussed.
CSC annual report was
presented and e-book of
CSC digital district Durg
was also launched.

CSCs rendering timely services to people
with transparency: Collector 

CSC operators performing excellently awarded

 One day 
workshop on CSC
foundation day

Raipur, Jul 16:

The weekly test of class
10th was conducted in all
the government high
schools of the district in
accordance with the in-
structions of the
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure. Noting
that class 10th examina-
tion results of govern-
ment schools in the aca-
demic session 2022 were
not according to expecta-
tions the Collector in-
structed the District
Education Officer to con-
duct the test.

He stressed the need
for evaluation of students
to bring better results in
the academic session
2022-23. Regular evalua-
tion will help improve
quality of education of
the children, he said.
Monthly and quarterly,

half-yearly, annual exami-
nations will be conducted
as per the instructions of
the School Education

Department. Weekly eval-
uation will be conducted
in the second period for
class 10th students in

Raipur district on the
first, second, third
Saturday of every month.
The selection of ques-
tions will be based on the
topic taught in the cur-
rent week. Students per-
forming better in the
weekly assessment will
be encouraged and reme-
dial teaching will be
arranged for the weak
performing students. The
school excelling in the
weekly evaluation will be
awarded.

Weekly evaluation of Class 10th in all the schools 
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Vishrampuri, Jul 16:

The ‘Shala
Praveshotsav’ (welcome of
students) in Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV), Vishrampuri was
successfully held on
Friday. In this programme
the newly admitted stu-
dents from Class 1st to 6th
were welcomed by apply-
ing ‘tilak’ on their fore-
head and were distributed
School bags as well. Along
with this the students se-
lected for Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya

(JNV) Kondagaon were
also felicitated.

On this occasion the
special guest Dhannu
Ram Markam, Member
State Planning
Commission asked to en-
sure cent percent admis-
sion of the School chil-
dren and remain in the
School till they complete
entire education. In this
programme the Chief
Guest MLA Keshkal Sant
Ram Netam and V-P BDA
could not be present due
to some unavoidable rea-
sons and addressed the

students of the School
through video-conferenc-
ing. MLA extended greet-
ings to all the newly ad-
mitted students in the
School on their first day.

Underlining the impor-
tance of education in life,
MLA held it as one of the
most important aspect of
one’s life. BEO Viplav Dey
also extended greetings to
all the newly admitted stu-
dents in the School and
said that in everybody’s
life, education is always of
utmost importance and
holds top position.

Through Education, one
can achieve anything in
the life and he appealed
the school students to con-
tinue their education till
the end. Asst. Project Co-
ordinator (Girl’s
Education) Poornima
Shrivastava on this occa-
sion wished all the best to
all the newly admitted stu-
dents in the School.

In this programme the
Block Source Co-ordinator
KS oya, District
Panchayat member
Pramila Markam, Janpad
Panchayat V-P Shyama
Sahu, Janpad member
Vinod Nag Patiram
Netam, Sarpanch
Vishrampuri Sushila
Netam, Pushpa
Chandekar, MLA’s rep
Sajid Adwani, Bida
Meshram and all the
sankul ‘samanvayak’ were
present. The progarmme
was conducted by Premlal
Yadav and vote of thanks
was proposed by Manoj
Kushwah BRP.

Students welcomed 
in ‘Praveshotsav’

Held at KGBV Vishsrampuri  

Raipur, Jul 16:

The urge to reach new
heights in life infuses
new energy and enthusi-
asm in a person. The tal-
ent and passion of a per-
son drives him to fulfill
his dream. I also dream to
make name for my family
by performing on major
platform due to my talent,
said Raghunath Nag, a
differently-abled student
studying in class 10 in the
Aaakar institution of
Sukma district. He re-
cently represented the
state of Chhattisgarh in
the National Level Sabal
Awards organized by
Tata Steel Foundation in
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand
state to encourage the
special talent of different-

ly-abled children.
Raghunath proved his tal-
ent among the partici-
pants of 17 states and won
the third prize.
Raghunath is completely

visually impaired but his
spirit and style of living
is inspiring. He has a
wonderful singing talent,
along with playing the
harmonium, Raghunath

created such a mix of
notes by singing “Aisi
Lagi Lagan...” that every-
one was mesmerized.
Women and Child
Development Minister
Mrs Anila Bhedia and
Sukma Collector, Haris. S
congratulated Raghunath
for his outstanding
achievement and wished
him all the best for his up-
coming successes.
Raghunath has been
awarded a citation and a
cheque of Rs 10,000 by the
Sabal Foundation.

Raghunath Nag, a resi-
dent of village
Sonakukanar under
Sukma development
block, is the fourth of five
siblings. Raghunath, who
was visually impaired
since birth, saw the world
with his mind’s eyes and
it was full of colours. At
the age of about 12,
Raghunath’s father  Sonu
Ram Nag got him en-
rolled in a Aaakar institu-
tion, where children with
disabilities are provided
education with special
care.

Ch’garh’s visually impaired student
Raghunath wins third prize in Sabal Awards
 Women and Child

Development
Minister Bhedia
congratulated him
and extended her
best wishes

Konta, Jul 16: 

The havoc of flood is in-
creasing continuously in
Konta town of Sukma dis-
trict, NH 30 was also
closed from the water
level. Roads and houses
are full of water. of

Konta Nagar Ward no-
15,14,13,12,11,05,06 is af-
fected by flood. The dis-
trict is affected by floods.
The district administra-
tion team is stationed on
the flood affected areas
and the district adminis-
tration is also giving ad-

vice to the people after
taking stock of the flood
affected areas. National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams are also
present in relief work in
Konta Nagar. In Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana’s
Bhadrachalam Godavari
adjoining Chhattisgarh,
the water has increased

up to 69 feet. If the back
water of Godavari contin-
ues to be pushed like this,
then the water level of
Shabari of Konta Nagar
will increase further and
the flood can turn into a
terrible form. In Konta
city, local administration
and police and Nagar
Panchayat are continu-

ously displacing people in
relief camps by Konta.

Regional MLA and
Cabinet Minister Kawasi
Lakhma is constantly in
touch with the people and
directed the Collector of
Sukma district to provide
help to the people in the af-
fected areas of the dis-
trict.

Flood havoc in Konta town, water enters houses, NH 30 closed
Bilaspur, Jul 16: St.
Xavier’s high School
Bharni organized a Traffic
Awareness Seminar in
school premises in associ-
ation with Traffic Police
Bilaspur. The objective of
the seminar was to create
awareness about traffic
safety rules among the stu-
dents, staff and parents.

Road accidents have
been a major cause for
concern across the Indian
subcontinent. In 2020
alone, the country report-
ed nearly 132 thousand fa-
talities due to road acci-
dents. Each year, about
three to five percent of the
country’s GDP was invest-
ed in road accidents.
Notably, while India has
about one percent of the
world’s vehicle population,

it also accounted for about
six percent of the global
road traffic incidents.
Almost 70 percent of the
accidents involved young
Indians. 700 students of
class IX to XII along with
the staff of the school at-
tended the seminar. Uma
Shanker Pandey -Sub
Inspector Traffic Police
Bilaspur along with his
team mates were present
to explain the traffic rules
and the casualties happen-

ing every year due to road
accidents. The school prin-
cipal, Jitinder Singh
Hundal welcomed the traf-
fic police and extended
their thanks for creating
the awareness among stu-
dents and for their selfless
services for the safety and
security of public. Asim
Das- PGT Physical
Education coordinated the
programme. The pro-
gramme culminated with
singing of patriotic song.

SXHS Bharni hosts traffic
awareness seminar

Geedam/Dantewada,
Jul 16: Dantewada
Collector Vineet
Nandanwar visited the
Education City Jawanga
located in Geedam Block
of Dantewada district on
Friday. Collector Vineet
Nandanwar inspected
Aastha Vidya Mandir
English Medium School
(AVMEMS) and discussed
with staff about educa-
tion, health and other ac-
tivities conducted in the
school.

Principal Gopal Pandey
provided information
about Education City in-
cluding Aastha Vidya
Mandir and discussed re-
garding admission of stu-
dents and recruitment of
teachers. As importance of
spoken english, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar inter-
acted with the students in

English and gave best
wishes and inspiration to
achieve success in future.

Collector Vineet
Nandanwar saw the inno-
vations and project models
made by the students in
the science laboratory.
Science laboratory in-
charge cum teacher
Amujuri Biswanath ex-
plained working process
about 3D printer, wood
products made from lathe
machine and INSPIRE
Award Manak projects se-
lected for national exhibi-
tion and project competi-
tion by Department of
Science & Technology
Government of India and
National Innovation
Foundation.

Collector Nandanwar
suggested to set up the
competition books in the
library and discussed with

librarian Nathuram
Anant about making e-li-
brary. Music teacher
Mukesh Kashyap ex-
plained about different
types of musical instru-
ments and students music
enthusiasm. Collector
Vineet Nandanwar also
visited the Saksham

Residential School,
Eklavya Sports Complex,
BPO Call Center located in
Education City Jawanga.
He appreciated the
achievements and teach-
ing process of all the edu-
cational institutions oper-
ating in the Education
City. By taking good initia-

tives in the field of educa-
tion, the district adminis-
tration inspired to illumi-
nate the name of
Dantewada district at the
state and national level.

During this, District
Panchayat CEO Akash
Chhikara, Geedam
Assistant Block Education
Officer Bhavani Poonam,
Geedam Block Resource
Coordinator Anil Sharma,
Assistant Program
Coordinator Keshav
Singh, Rajendra Pandey,
Assistant Sports Officer
Satish Srivastava, Aastha
Vidya Mandir teacher
Rabindranath Panigrahi,
Pramod Gupta, Amujuri
Biswanath, Saksham 1
Superintendent Pramod
Karma, Saksham 2
Superintendent Rama
Karma and concerned
staff were present.

Collector inspects AVMEMS and Education City Jawanga

Vishrampuri, Jul 16:
The elections of student’s
council of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium School,
(SAGEMS), Vishrampuri
was held on Thursday and
in this selection of Class
Head (CH), School Head

(SH), Dy. CH and Dy. SH
was done through elec-
tions in the presence of
the Principal and all the
teachers. There was lot of
competitions for almost all
the four posts and finally
the results were declared.

In the result of polling,
Bhavesh Yadav was elect-
ed as the Class head (Boys)
and Kiran Sen as Class
Head (Girls). As Dy. CH-
Tanvir Lasar was elected

for Boy’s and Mahima
Nanvani as CH (Girls).

The School
Management, Principal
and all the teachers of the
school have extended
greetings to the newly
elected Class representa-
tives in the School and sug-
gested them to fulfill their
responsibilities. All the
winners have expressed
gratitude towards all for
voting in their favour.

Student Council of SAGEMS formed

 Bhavesh elected
Class head (boys),
Kiran as CH (Girls)

AAmmaarrkkaannttaakk,,  JJuull  1166::  

A two-day international semi-
nar on ‘Sociality and Cultural
Heritage of Ramayana’ was
organized by the Department
of English and Foreign
Languages ??of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal University,
Amarkantak.  The inaugural
session of the symposium
started with lamp lighting,
Saraswati Vandana and univer-
sity song.   The welcome
address was given by Professor
Abhilasha Singh, the develop-
ment journey of the university
was given by Professor Renu
Singh and the faculty informa-
tion was provided by Professor
Krishna Singh.   After that, the
Vice Chancellor of the universi-
ty, Professor Sriprakash Mani
Tripathi, in his address, was
told the usefulness of Lord
Rama and Ramayana in the
public, he said that Lord Rama

has both the beginning and the
end, Lord Rama contains the
whole world. Dialogue with
Lord Rama  That is, communi-
cation with the soul.

Today, at the feet of Shri
C h i t r a k o o t
T u l s i p e e t h a d h i s h w a r
Padmavibhushan Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya Swami
Rambhadracharya Ji Maharaj,
the ground of the university
has become holy. The chief
guest of the program, Shri
C h i t r a k o o t
T u l s i p e e t h a d h i s h w a r

Padmavibhushan Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya Swami
Rambhadracharya Ji Maharaj,
while congratulating the uni-
versity family on this interna-
tional seminar, said that
Ramayana has a social and cul-
tural heritage.  

He further said that the
word ‘social’ is used a lot in
plays.  The words society and
culture are ancient, society
refers to that which rises above
animal instincts.  Society is the
conscious talent of the nation.
It has been told in the

Ramayana that animals also
have a society, apes have a
society, and birds also have a
society.  That is, the one who
has a sense of duty is a part of
the society.  There are many
such incidents in Ramayana
when animals and birds sup-
ported Lord Shri Ram and
stood against injustice.  There
is a sense of humanity in the
soul of apes.  There is a men-
tion of a bird Jatayu in the
Ramayana who resisted
because he was aware of his
duties.  Here duty is humanity.  

Culture is a system and soci-
ety is its result.  Where there is
discipline in mobility, there is
society.  Ramayana works to
remove animal instincts from
humans and makes them sense
of duty.  In whose life any one
of literature, music and art
comes, animality is eradicated
from his mind, deed and words.
There is a context of Lord Rama
and Kevat in Ramayana, which
gives a complete explanation
of Hinduism and Hindutva.  The
word Hindu is synonymous
with Indianness.  The heritage
of both society and culture is
‘Ramayana’, we all should read
and mold it in our lives.

The inaugural session was
conducted by Dr. Rishi Paliwal.
In the end the vote of thanks
was given by Dr. Govind
Narayan Mishra.  A large num-
ber of students, officers,
teachers and staff were pres-
ent in the program.

‘Ramayana is the heritage of society and culture’
KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuull  1166::  Guddi
Podiami’s face blossomed with
joy when she received the gift of
the tricycle. On the other hand,
Mrs. Balmati Nag expressed her
happiness on getting the wheel
chair. Collector Harish S hand-
ed over a tricycle to Guddi
Podiami and wheel chair to Mrs.
Balmati Nag. On getting the tri-
cycle and wheel chair, the differ-
ently-abled expressed their grat-
itude to the administration for
this gift. 

Guddi Podiami, a resident of
Sodipara Sukma, is suffering
from polio since birth. Despite
this, he contribute in agricultural
work. For the past few days, due
to physical disability and increas-
ing pain in the legs, he was find-
ing it difficult to move. After
getting the tricycle, Guddi
Podiami wants to do her own
business apart from farming so
that he can fully meet the
expenses of their family. Guddi

Podiami told that earlier I
thought that I would have to buy
a tricycle with my own money.
That’s why I wasn’t trying for a
tricycle. Then one day, Ravi
Madvi, the area coordinator of
the District Disabled
Rehabilitation Center Sukma,
told me that you would get a tri-
cycle from the Disabled
Rehabilitation Center without
spending, then I was very happy.

He said that the day the tricycle
was told, was provided on the
same day. I am also very glad
that I did not have to wander
here and there. On the other
hand, Mrs. Balmati Nag, a resi-
dent of Birsathpal, had become a
victim of paralysis. She was
unable to carry out her daily
activities. They were provided
with wheelchairs for daily rou-
tine and commuting facilities.

Guddi Podiami smiles 
as she receives a tricycle
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Watershed mission will expand 
livelihood activities: Giriraj Singh

Central Chronicle News

Korba Jul 16: Union
Minister of Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj, Giriraj
Singh inaugurated the
National Watershed
Conference under the
Department of Land
Resources, Ministry of
Rural Development. Along
with this, the e-book pub-
lished under the ministry
was also released on this
occasion.

It may be noted that wa-
tershed projects of 27 mil-
lion hectares are going on
across the country under
the Watershed Scheme,
under this, water conser-
vation works are being
done. Union Minister
Singh attended the main
program organized at
Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi
through video conferenc-
ing from Korba and on the

occasion of the inaugural
program of the confer-
ence, he said that along
with water conservation,
livelihood activities will
also be expanded through
the Watershed Mission.

He said that the water-
shed mission would in-
crease the fertility of the
land, which would lead to
higher crop production

and farmers would get
more opportunities to earn
more profits. He said that
in addition to traditional
farming, emphasis should
also be laid on horticulture
crops, due to which em-
ployment opportunities
will also be available for
women self help groups.

The Union Minister said
that the world is facing

water crisis on one hand
and on the other hand,
under the Watershed
Mission, the Government
of India is collecting water
to promote water conserva-
tion, due to which, along
with increase in irrigation,
opportunities for liveli-
hood activities are also in-
creasing. He stressed on
making efforts towards

converting barren land
into fertile land with the
help of technology and
benefiting more and more
farmers. Collector Sanjeev
Jha, ADM Vijendra Patle,
Deputy Director
Agriculture Anil Shukla
were present from NIC
room on the occasion of in-
auguration of National
Water Shed Conference.

Minister of State for
Steel and Rural
Development Shri Faggan
Singh Kulaste, Minister of
State for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and Rural
Development Sadhvi
Niranjan Jyoti and
Minister of State for
Panchayati Raj-Kapil
Moreshwar Patil and
other officials attended
the conference from
Plenary Hall Vigyan
Bhawan Delhi through
video conferencing.

‘Innovative methodology to treat
malnutrition in children’

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jul 16: Along
with hot food, ready-to-eat
food and eggs are also
being fed to children in
Anganwadis as additional
nutritional food. Along
with pregnant and lactat-
ing mothers, are treated
under the Anemia Mukt
Korea campaign started
by the district administra-
tion in the direction of
freeing teenage girls from
anemia and reducing ma-
ternal mortality is also
getting expected success.

Taking a new initiative
in this direction, work is
being done by the district
administration to prepare
a nutritional fence in the
district. From today, in all
the development blocks of
the district, such children
who are under the catego-

ry of malnutrition, and
munga and papaya plants
are being planted in their
homes with the help of
Anganwadi workers.

To begin with,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Ambika
Singhdeo and Collector

Kuldeep Sharma planted a
sapling of 'munga' and
Papaya in Odgi Gram
Panchayat along with girl
Anshika, who was regis-
tered in the category of
malnutrition. In view of
the beneficial benefits of
'munga' and papaya, the

decision to plant their
saplings has been taken by
the administration.

In this way, Suposhan
Bari is being prepared at
home itself. District
Program Officer, Women
and Child Development
Department said that

under the guidance of
Collector Sharma, under
this initiative, nutrition
card has also been issued
by the administration to
monitor the growth of
plants and children.

Plants will also be
named after family mem-
bers and the details of the
saplings planted during
the home visit of the
Anganwadi worker will be
recorded in the nutrition
card. A

long with this, the de-
tails of the child's nutri-
tion will also be recorded
in the card. In the nutri-
tion card, the details of
monthly nutrition level
change information;
health check-up, addition-
al nutrition diet distribu-
tion and nutrition rehabil-
itation center recruitment
will be taken.

Saplings of drumstick and papaya to be planted at their homes

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 16: Shravan
month, the beloved month
of Lord Shiva, started this
Thursday and there will
be four Mondays, in which
Shiva devotees will wor-
ship by keeping a fast. On
the first day of the month
of Sawan, devotees start-
ed queuing for darshan at
the 6th century Shri
Kuleshwar Mahadev tem-
ple, situated in the middle
of the Sangam River.

A continuous long line
of Shiva devotees re-
mained in the temple till 6
pm and according to the
priests of the temple on
the first day, about 4000
devotees reached and per-
formed darshan. This is
the first time in the histo-
ry of Rajim, when devo-
tees are taking advantage

of the darshan worship by
reaching Sri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Temple situated
in the middle of Triveni
Sangam River during
rainy season especially in
the month of Shravan.

There is tremendous en-
thusiasm among the peo-
ple to walk in the river
flood water and
Lakshman Jhula from
above.

Rajusingh Thakur,

Priest of Shri Kuleshwar
Mahadev Temple,
Sarvarkar Chandrabhan
Singh Thakur of Shri
Rajiv Lochan Mandir
Trust, Vishal Nath,
Mohan Nath Yogi told
that this is the first time,
when there is a long
queue since morning on
the first day of Shravan
month and there was a
continuous flow of devo-
tees till 6:00 pm.

In the morning, after
the doors of the temple
were opened for the devo-
tees, Aarti worship took
place at 12:00 in the after-
noon, amidst the chanting
of mantra, Jalabhishek
and Dugdhabhishek. On
the first day, the team of
Kanwar Yatris had also
reached in the morning,
adding fervour to the 
devotion.

Devotees flock Shri Kuleshwar Mahadev temple

Central Chronicle News

Raigarh, Jul 16: The dis-
pute between Jindal
Industries (JSP) and Steel
Industry Association
(SIA), which has been
going on for the last three
days over power supply,
has become tense.
Surprisingly, this time
there has been a split in
the steel union itself on
the issue of power supply.
Some industrialists of the
union seem to be isolated
from the movement of
other industrial operators,
due to which the industri-
alists of the city have come
to a state of confusion.

On this subject, the Steel
Association organized a
press conference on
Monday evening and ex-

pressed its desire to meet
JSP Chairman Naveen
Jindal through the media,
as well as accusing the JSP
management of being ar-
bitrarily and conspiratori-
ally forcing them to create
a situation of lockdown in

the industries.
In this press conference

that lasted for about an
hour, industrialist Rakesh
Aggarwal on behalf of the
Steel Association said that
Jindal Industries is not
giving them electricity ac-

cording to the demand for
the last several years, but
this time the situation has
become such that they
have to run the industry in
proportion to the capacity.

Steel union secretary
Yogesh Agrawal and other

representatives said that
peaceful demonstrations
are being held by them for
the last three days for the
demand of power supply.
On the other hand, Jindal
Udyog, citing the coal cri-
sis, said in this matter that
rail services are disrupted
all over the country, so coal
is not being supplied.

At the same time, the
price of coal is at a record
high. In such a situation, if
electricity is provided on
the terms of the contract,
then JSP will suffer a loss
of about 1.5 crores daily. In
such a situation, electrici-
ty duty is being sought
from the steel union at an
increased rate, but no con-
sent has been received by
them to pay the duty con-
trary to the contract.

Lock horn between JSP and SIA over power supply
AERIAL VIEW OF EXPRESSWAY

Bundelkhand: Aerial view of Bundelkhand Expressway, to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on July 16. 
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4 arrested
Bareilly (UP): Four
people were arrested
and 25 others booked
in connection with a
clash between mem-
bers of two communi-
ties here that left
three persons serious-
ly injured, police said.
The station house offi-
cer (SHO) of
Premnagar police sta-
tion has also been sus-
pended for negli-
gence, they said.
Members of two com-
munities attacked
each other with
sharp-edged weapons
when a municipal cor-
poration team was
clearing encroach-
ment by a biryani
shop in the
Premnagar area here
on Thursday, accord-
ing to police.

11 cops suspended in

Jalna for absenteeism

Jalna: The superin-
tendent of police in
Maharashtra’s Jalna
district has suspend-
ed 11 police personnel
and instituted an in-
quiry against them
for not reporting to
work, said an officer.
Superintendent of
Police Akshay Shinde
said these cops re-
mained absent from
duty for many days
without prior permis-
sion or valid reason.
Those suspended in-
cluded four policemen
working in district po-
lice headquarters and
three posted at the
Bhokardan police sta-
tion, the officer said.

Pak woman
arrested

Jammu: A Pakistani
woman was arrested
by the Army after she
crossed the Line of
Control (LoC) in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch
district on Friday
night, officials said.
She was identified as
Rozina (49), a resident
of the Ferozbanda
area in Pakistan’s
Islamabad, they said.
Rozina crossed the
LoC at Chakra da
Bagh in Poonch and
was arrested, the offi-
cials said.

Women safety 
New Delhi: Civic
agencies will light up
more than 1,000 dark
spots in Delhi, with
the Centre providing
Rs 11 crore for the
project aimed at
strengthening women
safety in the national
capital, officials said.
“Such spots in south,
west and north Delhi
will soon be illumi-
nated with new LED
lights as Rs 11 crore
has been sanctioned
by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs in this re-
gard,” they said. The
city government will
also launch a web por-
tal and mobile appli-
cation to monitor the
functioning of the
lights and keep them
in working condition
by prompt mainte-
nance, they said.

Man held 
Thiruvananthapuram:
The Narcotic cell of
Kerala police on
Saturday took into
custody a 39-year old
man after a raid was
conducted at his
house and seized over
200 kg of ganja. Police
took into custody
Kishore, who was
staying at a rented
place at
Venjaramoodu near
here based on a tip-off.
“A team led by nar-
cotics cell DySP, with
the help of
Venjaramoodu police
apprehended the ac-
cused from his house.

Amaravati, Jul 16 (PTI):

Flood flow at the Sir
Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowaleswaram near
Rajamahendravaram in
Andhra Pradesh crossed
the 24 lakh cusecs mark on
Saturday morning and is
expected to go further up
during the day.

Close to 300 villages
under 42 mandals in six
districts along the
Godavari course are reel-
ing under the flood impact
while another 177 villages
lay marooned, according
to the State Disaster
Management Authority.

The worst hit was
Konaseema district where
36 lanka (island) villages
were totally inundated.

About 220 relief camps
are continuing in different
districts where 62,337 peo-
ple from flood-hit habita-
tions have been sheltered,

according to SDMA
Managing Director B R
Ambedkar. Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
spoke to Collectors of the
affected districts and di-
rected them to be on high
alert at least for the next 24

hours. Ten teams each of
the NDRF and the SDRF
have been engaged in res-
cue and relief operations.

The Chief Minister
asked the district
Collectors to ensure distri-
bution of 25-kg rice, one kg

each of toor dal, potatoes,
onions and edible oil to the
flood-hit families.

Those sheltered in relief
centres should be given Rs
2,000 per family or Rs 1,000
per head, the Chief
Minister said.

Godavari flood swells in AP,
several villages marooned

East Godavari: View of flood affected areas in East Godavari district during aerial survey
by Andhra Pradesh CM Y S Jaganmohan Reddy. 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

As elected lawmakers
from across the country
gear up for voting in the
presidential poll on
Monday, those from Uttar
Pradesh will have the max-
imum vote value among
MLAs, while the vote
value of those from
Sikkim is the lowest.

Members of Parliament
have a much higher vote
value at 700.

The vote value of each
of the 403 MLAs of Uttar
Pradesh is 208, which pegs
the cumulative value at
83,824. Each MLA of Tamil
Nadu and Jharkhand has
a vote value of 176 fol-
lowed by that of
Maharashtra (175), Bihar
(173), Andhra Pradesh
(159). The cumulative vote
value of the 234-member
Tamil Nadu assembly is
41,184 and that of 81-mem-
ber Jharkhand is 14,256.
The vote value of the 288-
member Maharashtra as-

sembly is 50,400 and 243-
member Bihar house is
42,039 and 175-member
Andhra Pradesh assembly
is 27,825. The vote value of
an MLA is calculated on
the basis of the total popu-
lation of the state, based
on the 1971 census.

Among smaller states,
the vote value of each
MLA of Sikkim is 7, fol-
lowed by Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram (8
each), Nagaland (9),
Meghalaya (17), Manipur
(18) and Goa (20). The vote
value of an MLA of the
Union Territory of
Puducherry is 16.

The vote value of 72-
member Sikkim assembly
is 224, 40-member
Mizoram assembly is 320,
60-member assembly of
Arunachal Pradesh is 480,
60-member Nagaland as-
sembly is 540, 60-member
Meghalaya house is 1020,
60-member Manipur as-
sembly is 1080 and 40-
member Goa assembly is

800. The value of the vote
of a Member of
Parliament was reduced to
700 from 708 due to the ab-
sence of a legislative as-
sembly in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The value of the vote of
an MP in a presidential
election is based on the
number of elected mem-
bers in legislative assem-
blies of states and union
territories, including
Delhi, Puducherry and
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Electoral College
for the presidential elec-
tion comprises the mem-
bers of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and those of the leg-
islative assemblies of
states and union territo-
ries including Delhi,
Puducherry and Jammu
and Kashmir.

Before it was bifurcated
into two union territories
of Ladakh, and Jammu &
Kashmir in August 2019,
the erstwhile state of J&K
had 83 assembly seats.

Uttar Pradesh MLAs’ vote
value highest, Sikkim’s lowest

TT he first case of Monkey
Pox is detected and con-

firmed from Kerala. The
Central Government has taken
a serious note on this develop-
ment.  It has deputed the best
team to tackle the any nega-
tive situation arising from the
infection. This brings many
questions to our mind as we
are just crippling back from
the worst pandemic of the
century of Covid 19.

Monkey Pox virus was dis-
covered in 1958 while working
on Monkeys, the natural host
of this virus are rodents and
small mammals. The monkey
pox is endemic in west and
central African countries also
some out breaks across the
world are reported in past. 

Recently many countries
like America, Europe, north
Africa and Australia have
reported dozens of cases in
last two months. The current
knowledge about the virus
behavior is limited and most of
the evidences are from African
continent. Some of the top sci-

entist believes, we must be
worried about the situation. At
the same time few of the
researches are in view that as
the transmission is not easy as
the monkey pox causes a skin
lesion which looks similar to
small pox and not easily trans-
mitted. Monkeypox is trans-
mitted through close contact
and respiratory droplet. 

What is more important is
there are many drugs and vac-
cines which are available to
treat small pox can be used
for the monkey pox treat-
ment.

The scientist has started
working on sequencing the
viral samples, to better under-
stand the origin of the virus.
This will also tell whether
some mutation is acquired by
this virus in due course of
time. But the problem with
this virus is it has two lakh
base pair genome and is
tedious to work with.

The real challenge is to stop
the spread of virus in wider
population, proper education

and tracking the cases will be
the first priority, swift action
has to be taken to contain the
virus in a population.  Once
again, the outbreak has raised
many questions, why we are
seeing so many zoonotic infec-
tions, transferred from wild
animals to humans. There is
no straight answer to this as
some studies shows that due
to increased interaction
between the wild animals and
humans has led to this. 

Some research group
believes it is happening due to
climate change we are seeing
reemergence of many viral
infection. Some researchers
are in view that the over all
immunity of the population
has decreased due to various
reasons. In case of monkey-
pox only time will tell how fast
and furious this virus is
spreading and how well we
are equipped with to tackle
the situation.

PPrrooff..  VV  PP  KKoollllaa
DDiirreeccttoorr  AAIIBB

AAmmiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh    

Do we need to worry: Monkey Pox?

Srinagar, Jul 16 (PTI):

Authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Kupwara
district ordered an inquiry
on Friday into a June 19
encounter between terror-
ists and security forces in
which four ultras, includ-
ing one who was arrested
earlier, were killed.

The encounter broke
out at Chandigam in the
Lolab area of the north
Kashmir district.

The Lolab sub-division-
al magistrate (SDM) has
been appointed as the in-
quiry officer to conduct a
magisterial enquiry under
section 176 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(CrPc) into the anti-terror-
ism operation at
Chandigam, according to
an official spokesperson.

“The public is hereby in-
formed that if anyone has
any kind of information
regarding the subject, he
or she may submit or get
his or her statement
recorded at the office of
the SDM, Lolab within
seven days from the date of
publishing this notice,”
the spokesperson said.

The security forces had
launched a search opera-
tion in a forest area of
Chandigam on the basis of
information provided by
arrested terrorist Showkat
Ahmad Sheikh, police
said.

During the search of a
terrorist hideout, the ul-
tras hiding there started
firing indiscriminately at
the search party, which
was retaliated effectively,
leading to the encounter.

Inquiry ordered into
encounter in J&K’s Kupwara

Fake currency notes
with face value of
Rs 8 lakh seized in

Bihar, 4 held
MMoottiihhaarrii:: Police on Saturday
claimed to have seized fake cur-
rency notes with a face value of
Rs eight lakh and arrested four
persons in this connection in
East Champaran district of
Bihar. The district police chief
Kumar Ashish told reporters
that the fake currency racket
was operated from a cyber cafe
in Chhatauni police station area
and the accused persons
revealed during interrogation
that they picked up the tech-
nique of printing the counterfeit
notes from an online video shar-
ing and social media platform.
“The arrested persons include
Sandeep Sahni, the master-
mind, Rajesh Kumar who runs
the cyber cafe besides their
associates Deepak and Subodh
who are from the neighbouring
district of Sheohar,” the super-
intendent of police said.

Chandigarh, Jul 16 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Saturday said around 51
lakh households in the
state will receive zero elec-
tricity bills and asserted
that the promise of 300
units of free power has
been implemented from
July 1.

I am going to share good
news with Punjabis re-
garding electricity guar-
antee the promise of free
electricity has come into
effect from July 1 the (elec-
tricity) bill for July-August
will come in the first week
of September

The good news is that
around 51 lakh households
will get zero electricity
bills what we say, we do it,
Mann said in a tweet in
Punjabi. The AAP-led gov-
ernment had earlier an-

nounced that it will pro-
vide 300 units of free elec-
tricity to every household
from July 1.

Giving 300 units of free
electricity was one of the
major poll promises of the
Aam Aadmi Party during
the Punjab assembly elec-
tions. Party’s national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal
had promised free electric-
ity of up to 300 units per
household in the state in
June last year. Kejriwal
had also promised waiver

of pending electricity bills
and round-the-clock power
supply in the state.

In April, Mann had said
if electricity consumption
exceeds 600 units in two
months, then a consumer
will have to pay for the en-
tire power usage.

But scheduled castes,
backward castes, below-
poverty-line households
and freedom fighters will
be charged just for over
and above 600 units, the
chief minister had then
clarified.

Punjab has a two-month
billing cycle for power sup-
ply. When Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema presented the
state budget on June 27, he
had said that providing 300
units of free power will
put an additional burden
of Rs 1,800 crore on the
state exchequer.

Around 51 lakh households to get zero
electricity bill: Punjab CM Mann
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London, Jul 16 (PTI):

The crux of the UK
prime ministerial fron-
trunner Rishi Sunak’s
message was around hon-
esty as he clashed with
his four remaining rivals
in the first televised de-
bate of the race to replace
Boris Johnson as the
Conservative Party
leader. Former Chancellor
Sunak, who is standing
firm on his economic plan
of prudency over immedi-
ate tax cuts, went head-to-
head with Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss over
her promise to slash taxes
from day one if she is
elected as the new incum-
bent at 10 Downing Street.

Trade Minister Penny
Mordaunt, among the top
three candidates, also
wants to cut some taxes,
with Kemi Badenoch and
Tom Tugendhat slightly
more measured in laying
out their plans over the
dominant issue of the
race. You have to be hon-

est. Borrowing your way
out of inflation isn’t a
plan, it’s a fairytale,
Sunak told Truss, as the
Channel 4 debate on
Friday night got heated
and he rubbished her pro-
posals and warned

against an “unfunded
spree” of tax cuts.

All five candidates ad-
mitted Johnson had been
less than honest over the
Downing Street parties
when asked about party-
gate, with Tugendhat the

only candidate to reply a
categorical No when
asked if he trusted the
outgoing Prime Minister.

A snap survey from
Opinium on who per-
formed best at the end of
the 90-minute lively ex-
change put Tugendhat as
the winner with 36 per
cent of the vote, followed
by Sunak on 24 per cent.

Both Mordaunt and
Badenoch received 12 per
cent of the vote, with
Truss trailing on 7 per
cent. The latest betting
odds analysis shows
Mordaunt in the lead as
the bookie favourite, fol-
lowed by Sunak, Truss,
Badenoch and Tugendhat.

All five candidates will
clash in a television de-
bate on Sunday before the
third round of voting set
on Monday, when
Conservative MPs will
further narrow down the
field as the candidate with
the least votes is knocked
out of the race until only
two remain.

Rishi Sunak plugs for honesty
in first UK PM race debate

Conservative MP and Britain’s former Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Rishi Sunak (C) stands with Tees Valley Mayor
Ben Houchen (R) and activists during a visit to Teesside
Freeport in Redcar, north east England on July 16 as part of
his bid to become the next leader of the Conservative
party. 

Bangkok, Jul 16 (AP):

Financial leaders of the
Group of 20 richest and
biggest economies have
wrapped up meetings on
the Indonesian resort is-
land of Bali without a
final joint communique
after talks were overshad-
owed by divisions over the
war in Ukraine.

As G-20 host this year,
Indonesia has sought to
bridge divisions between
G-20 members over
Russia’s invasion, but en-
mity over the conflict was
evident even as the fi-
nance ministers and cen-
tral bank chiefs appeared
to concur on the urgency
of global economic chal-
lenges, including decades-
high inflation and food in-
security, which has been
worsened by the war.

Asked why there was no
joint statement or commu-
nique from the meeting,
Indonesian Finance
Minister Sri Mulyani
Indrawati said that all in-

volved agreed the meeting
took place under a very
challenging and difficult
situation because of the
geopolitical tensions.”

She said delegates had
expressed sympathy that
Indonesia has to manage
this situation.”

But Indrawati and
Indonesian central bank
Gov. Perry Warjiyo said
Indonesia would later re-
lease a G-20 chair’s state-
ment that would include
two paragraphs describ-
ing areas where the partic-
ipants failed to agree.

Indrawati said there
were still issues that could
not be reconciled, because
they want to express their
views related to the war.”

In the statement related
to the war there are still
views that are different
within the G-20,” she said.

Indrawati outlined a
range of areas where the
members did agree, in-
cluding the need to im-
prove food security, to sup-
port the creation of a fund-
ing mechanism for pan-
demic preparedness, pre-
vention and responses, on
working toward a global
tax agreement and on fa-
cilitating financing of
transitions toward cleaner
energy to cope with cli-
mate change.

The progress is more
than expected,” Warjiyo
said. With inflation run-
ning at four-decade highs
U.S. consumer prices were
up 9.1% in June Warjiyo
said participants were
strongly committed to
achieving price stability.”

G20 finance meetings in Bali 
overshadowed by war in Ukraine

South Korea Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Economy and Finance Choo Kyung-ho (L) walks with
International Monetary Fund chief Kristalina Georgieva (R)
before their bilateral meeting attending the G20 Finance
Ministers Meeting in Nusa Dua, on Indonesia resort island
of Bali, on July 16.

United Nations, Jul 16 (PTI):

The United Nations in
Sri Lanka has urged all
stakeholders in the island
nation to ensure a peaceful
transition of power in full
respect for the
Constitution and to ensure
that the root causes of the
current instability and
people’s grievances are ad-
dressed. Following the res-
ignation of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, UN
Resident Coordinator in
Sri Lanka Hanaa Singer-
Hamdy said in a statement
on Friday that it is impera-
tive that the transition of
power is accompanied by
broad and inclusive con-
sultation within and out-
side Parliament. The
United Nations in Sri
Lanka urges all stakehold-
ers to ensure a peaceful

transition of power in full
respect for the
Constitution. It is impor-
tant that the root causes of
the current instability and
the people’s grievances are
addressed. Dialogue with
all stakeholders is the best
way to address the con-
cerns and fulfil the aspira-
tions of all Sri Lankans,
she said. Singer-Hamdy
added that the authorities
must ensure that in main-
taining law and order the
security forces exercise re-
straint and operate in
strict compliance with
human rights principles
and standards.

The United Nations
stands ready to provide
support to the
Government and people of
Sri Lanka to address both
immediate and long-term
needs, she said. Ranil

Wickremesinghe was on
Friday sworn in as Sri
Lanka’s interim President
until Parliament elects a
successor to Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who resigned
after protests against his
government for mishan-
dling the economy that
bankrupted the country.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as the acting
president of Sri Lanka be-
fore Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya, the
prime minister’s office
said in a statement.

Rajapaksa has resigned,
Parliament Speaker
Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena officially
announced on Friday, two
days after the embattled
leader fled the country in
the face of massive
protests against his gov-
ernment.

Ensure peaceful transition of power in full
respect for the Constitution in Sri Lanka: UNJeddah, Jul 16 (AP):

President Joe Biden said
he brought up the murder
of Jamal Khashoggi in his
meeting Friday with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, rejecting the
idea that he was ignoring
the kingdom’s human
rights abuses as he tries to
reset a critical diplomatic
relationship.

“I said, very straightfor-
wardly, for an American
president to be silent on an
issue of human rights is
inconsistent with who we
are and who I am,” Biden
said. “I’ll always stand up
for our values.” US intelli-
gence believes that the
crown prince likely ap-
proved the killing of
Khashoggi, a US-based
writer, four years ago.

Biden said Prince
Mohammed claimed that
he was not personally re-

sponsible for the death. I
indicated I thought he
was, the president said he
replied. It was the first en-
counter between the two
leaders, beginning with a
fist bump outside the royal
palace in Jeddah, in a rela-
tionship that could re-
shape security partner-
ships in the Middle East
and the flow of oil world-
wide. For now, it appeared
that they were taking in-
cremental steps forward
together. Biden announced
that US peacekeepers
would leave the Red Sea is-
land of Tiran by the end of
the year. Saudi Arabia
hopes to develop tourist at-
tractions there, part of the
kingdom’s effort to expand
its economy beyond oil.
Because of a complex
diplomatic arrangement
governing control of the
strategically located is-
land, America’s departure

required Israel’s assent,
and the deal was the latest
reflection of warmer rela-
tions between the Israelis
and Saudis.

The agreement followed
an earlier announcement
that the Saudis were end-
ing strict limits on Israeli
commercial flights over
their territory. Biden also
said progress was being
made on extending the
ceasefire in Yemen, where
Saudi Arabia had been
battling Iran-backed mili-
tants, leading to a humani-

tarian crisis. The presi-
dent’s three hours at the
royal palace in Jeddah
were seen as a diplomatic
win for the crown prince,
who has tried to rehabili-
tate his image, draw in-
vestments to the kingdom
for his reform plans and
bolster the kingdom’s se-
curity relationship with
the U.S. Biden seemed to
approach it as a necessary
if somewhat distasteful
step to improve relations
with the the world’s top oil
exporter at a time of ris-
ing gas prices and concern
about Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions. The meeting drew
outrage from critics who
believed Biden was aban-
doning his pledges on
human rights, particular-
ly when it came to the
murder of Khashoggi, a
US-based journalist who
wrote for The Washington
Post.

Biden says he raised Khashoggi murder with crown prince

US President Joe Biden
(behind) and Saudi Crown

Prince Mohammed bin
Salman (front) arrive for
the family photo during
the Jeddah Security and

Development 
Summit (GCC+3) at a
hotel in Saudi Arabia’s
Red Sea coastal city of

Jeddah on July 16.

Vinnytsia (Ukraine), Jul
16 (AP): Cruise missiles
fired by Russian strategic
bombers struck a south-
eastern Ukrainian city
late Friday, killing at least
three people and wound-
ing 15, as air raid sirens
went off across the coun-
try, officials said.

The attack on Dnipro
came a day after a Russian
missile strike killed at
least 23 people and wound-
ed more than 200 in
Vinnytsia, a city south-
west of Kyiv, the capital.

Russia’s military cam-
paign has been focusing
on the Donbas in
Ukraine’s east, but
Russian forces also have
been pounding other parts
of the country in a relent-
less push to wrest territo-
ry from Ukraine and soft-
en the morale of its lead-
ers, civilians and troops as
the war nears the five-
month mark. Ukraine’s air
force said several Kh-101

cruise missiles fired from
Tu-95MS strategic
bombers over the Caspian
Sea hit a factory about 10
pm in Dnipro, a major city
on the Dnieper River. Four
incoming missiles were in-
tercepted, it said. Videos
posted on social media
showed fiery explosions
and towering plumes of
dark smoke.

The regional governor,
Valentyn Reznichenko,
said the missiles hit the
factory and nearby streets,
killing at least three peo-
ple and wounding 15.

One of the dead was a
bus driver who had just
finished work and was re-
turning to the depot when
a missile struck, said Ivan
Vasyuchkov, a member of
the city council. The emer-
gency service said two ve-
hicles were burned up and
10 others were damaged.
The missile strikes also set
the factory on fire and
blew out windows in near-

by apartment buildings.
Airstrikes also were re-
ported in Kremenchuk,
another city along the
Dnieper River south of
Kyiv. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
urged everyone to heed air
raid sirens and seek cover.

The occupiers are realiz-
ing that we are gradually
becoming stronger and the
purpose of their terror is
very simple to put press on
us, to put pressure on our
society, to intimidate peo-
ple, to cause maximum
harm to Ukrainian cities,
at least while the Russian
terrorists are still capable
of doing it, he said in his
nightly video address to
the nation. The attack on
Vinnytsia by cruise mis-
siles launched from a
Russian submarine was
the latest to fan interna-
tional outrage since
Russian President
Vladimir Putin began the
invasion on Feb. 24.

Russian cruise missiles rain
down on southern Ukrainian city

Local residents search for documents of their injured friend in the debris of a destroyed
apartment house after Russian shelling in a residential area in Chuhuiv, Kharkiv region,
Ukraine, Saturday, July 16.

Jeddah, Jul 16 (AP):

The White House says
Russian officials have vis-
ited an airfield in central
Iran at least twice in re-
cent weeks to view
weapons-capable drones it
is looking to acquire for
use in its ongoing war in
Ukraine.

The administration re-
leased the intelligence as
President Joe Biden gets
set to meet on Saturday
with leaders of six Arab
Gulf countries, plus
Egypt, Jordan and Iraq for

a regional summit. Biden
is expected to lay out his
major statement explain-
ing his vision for the
Middle East as he closes
out of the final leg of a
four-day trip meant to bol-
ster U.S. positioning and
knit the region together
against Iran.

Iran showcased the
drones for Russian offi-
cials at Kashan Airfield
on June 8 and July 15, ac-
cording to the White
House. The administra-
tion also released satellite
imagery of Shahed-191

and Shahed-129 drones
being displayed and in
flight on the airfield, while
a Russian delegation
transport plane was on
the ground. White House
national security adviser
Jake Sullivan in a state-
ment said the administra-
tion has information that
the Iranian government is
preparing to provide
Russia with several hun-
dred UAVs.

We assess an official
Russian delegation recent-
ly received a showcase of
Iranian attack-capable

UAVs. We are releasing
these images captured in
June showing Iranian
UAVs that the Russian
government delegation
saw that day, Sullivan
added in a statement. This
suggests ongoing Russian
interest in acquiring
Iranian attack-capable
UAVs.

Sullivan said U.S. offi-
cials believe the June visit
was the first time a
Russian delegation has
visited this airfield for
such a showcase.

Biden is looking to

strengthen coordination
among Middle East allies’
response to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, and
what the ongoing conflict
means to the region. Many
of the Gulf nations Saudi
Arabia, in particular have
grave concerns about
Iran’s malign activity in
the region.

None of the countries
represented at the summit
have moved in lockstep
with the U.S. to sanction
Russia, a key foreign poli-
cy priority for the Biden
administration.

White House: Russian officials visited Iran to view drones

New York, Jul 16 (AP): Ivana
Trump, the first wife of former
President Donald Trump and
mother to his eldest children,
died accidentally from blunt
impact injuries to her torso, the
New York City medical examin-
er’s office said Friday. Police
had been looking into whether
she fell down the stairs, two
people familiar with the matter
told The Associated Press on
Thursday. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
could not discuss the matter
publicly. The medical examin-
er’s brief report did not specify
when the accident took place.
Donald Trump announced
Thursday that Ivana died at her
home near Central Park on
Manhattan’s Upper East Side.
She was 73. Her son Eric Trump
said it was “a very sad day, a
very sad day,” as he left the
home Thursday. A Czech-born
ski racer and businesswoman,
Ivana Trump was born Ivana
Zelnickova in 1949. She was
married to the former presi-
dent from 1977 to 1992, and
they had three children togeth-
er: Donald Jr., Ivanka and Eric.
The Trumps became a 1980s
power couple, and she man-
aged one of his Atlantic City
casinos as well as helped with
the d cor of Trump Tower. Their
marriage ended in a messy,
public divorce after Donald

Trump met his next wife, Marla
Maples. But in recent years,
Ivana Trump had been on good

terms with her ex-husband. She
wrote in a 2017 book that they
spoke about once a week.

Ivana Trump’s death ruled an accident, says NYC examiner

C limate change is racist .
So reads the title of a re-

cent book by British journalist
Jeremy Williams. While this
title might seem provocative,
it's long been recognised that
people of colour suffer dispro-
portionate harms under cli-
mate change and this is likely
to worsen in the coming
decades. However, most rich
white countries, including
Australia, are doing precious
little to properly address this
inequity. For the most part,
they refuse to accept the cli-
mate debt they owe to poorer
countries and communities.
In so doing, they sentence mil-
lions of people to premature
death, disability or unneces-
sary hardship. This includes
in Australia, where climate
change compounds historical
wrongs against First Nations
communities in many ways.

This injustice a type of at-
mospheric colonisation is a
form of deeply entrenched
colonial racism that arguably
represents the most pressing
global equity issue of our
time. Several upcoming global
talks, including the Pacific
Islands Forum this week, offer
a chance to urgently elevate
climate justice on the global
agenda. Not borne equally'
The effects of climate change

are not borne equally between
everyone on the planet, and
this problem will only worsen.
Black people, people of colour
and Indigenous people often
face the most dire conse-
quences in a warming world.
For example, research sug-
gests global warming of 2?
would leave more than half of
Africa's population at risk of
undernourishment, due to re-
duced agricultural produc-
tion. This is despite Africa
having contributed relatively
little to greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Climate injustice also mani-
fests closer to home. The
Lowitja Institute, Australia's
national body for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
health research, says climate
change:

disrupts cultural and spiri-
tual connections to Country
that are central to health and
wellbeing. Health services are
struggling to operate in ex-
treme weather with increasing
demands and a reduced work-
force. All these forces combine
to exacerbate already unac-
ceptable levels of ill-health
within Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander populations.

Failure at Bonn
Last month, the continued

failure on the part of rich
white countries to take re-
sponsibility for this injustice
was on full display at the
United Nations climate meet-
ings in Bonn, Germany.There,
governments failed to make
any significant progress to-
wards compensation for loss
and damage . According to
Oxfam, loss and damage col-
lectively refers to the conse-
quences and harm caused by
climate change where adapta-
tion efforts are either over-

whelmed or absent.
At Bonn, the G77 (a coalition

of 134 developing countries)
and China wanted financing
for a so-called loss and damage
facility put on the official agen-
da at the COP27 climate confer-
ence in Egypt in November
this year. This facility would
comprise a formal body to de-
liver funding to developing na-
tions to cope with the conse-
quences of climate change.
But the United States and the
European Union opposed the
move, fearing they would be-
come liable for billions of dol-
lars in damages. Concerns
around loss and damage have
been long plagued global cli-
mate negotiations.

In 2013, the Warsaw
International Mechanism for
Loss and Damage was estab-
lished at COP19. Climate ac-
tivists hoped it would usher in
a new era of climate justice.
But almost a decade on, there's
still no clear path to the fi-
nancing required. And rich
white countries continue to
distance themselves from all
language of compensation or
reparation for both historic
and contemporary emissions.

This refusal continues long
histories of European racism,
including the deeply racialised
processes of large-scale extrac-
tion that fuelled and sustained
the Industrial Revolution from
the outset. Sugar plantations
throughout the Caribbean
were worked for generations
by Africans who were en-
slaved, generating massive
profits for Europeans that
were then invested and rein-
vested in energy-intensive in-
dustrial infrastructure. This
infrastructure helped fuel the
global emissions that remain
in the atmosphere today.

British industrialisation
would simply not have been
possible without the stolen
land and uncompensated
labour acquired through
colonisation and slavery.
Compensation for this plun-
der was never provided. And
today, the emissions it initiat-
ed are doubling back on those
whose land and labour made
them possible.

Climate change at the 
centre of reparations

Calls for reparations for
colonialism and slavery have
grown rapidly over the past
few years particularly as a re-
sult of the Black Lives Matter
movement in the US and UK.
Some European states have
begun to take responsibility
and provide redress for colo-
nial theft, violence and dis-
placement. These efforts are
laudable. But there's an urgent
need to focus this sentiment on
climate change and in particu-
lar, to supercharge demands
for climate reparations.

The Pacific Islands forum
this week provides an oppor-
tunity for Australia to under-
take climate reparation, by
committing new finance for
the loss and damage incurred
by poorer Pacific nations
under climate change. UN
Special Rapporteur Philip
Alston recently said the world
risks a new era of climate
apartheid . In this scenario,
tens of millions of people will
be impoverished, displaced
and hungry, while the rich buy
their way out of hardship.

Going into COP27 in
November, negotiators from
the US, the EU and Australia
must prioritise loss and dam-
age finance. Failing to do so
will only further solidify cli-
mate injustice.
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Dollar crossed 
Rs 80 What next?
Today dollar crossed Rs 80

and which was on expected
line due to the external fac-
tors such inflation in US and
rates high in that country and
the impact of Ukraine war
and high cost of edible oils
and also gas petrol price
which are not within the
reach of common man.We are
also aware that when the
value of cut falls imports be-
come dearer and prices of
raw material rise. Exporters
get more money in exchange
for the same number of dol-
lars and it leads to bigger mar-
gins. Due to weak rupee the
current account deficit and as
we know CAD is the differ-
ence between the payment re-
ceived from selling goods to a
foreign country and the pay-
ment made for buying goods
from the outside and as the
country imports more goods
than it exports, the fall in
rupee leads to rise in the
"deficit"and the rise in deficit
is not a good sign for any
country. In case of deprecia-
tion of rupees there is high
rusk of higher inflation
which is against the economy
of the country. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) is taking a
number of measures to sta-
bilise the value of the rupee. It
has been selling US dollars in
the open markets, out of its
forex reserves. This increases
the supply of USD in the mar-
kets, bringing down their
value. However, it also leads to
the depletion of forex re-
serves. Since February 2022,
India's forex reserves have de-
pleted by Rs 1 trillion. RBI has
also proposed the rupee settle-
ment mechanism. Under this,
foreign companies can make
foreign payments in rupees,
unlike the usual US dollars.
This is expected to reduce the
need for US dollars for foreign
trade, stabilising its value. No
doubt country is trying to
tackle this issue keeping in
view the all internal and ex-
ternal factors and it is expect-
ed country will be successful
in this regard.The external
factors are mainly responsible
for the present circumstances
and we to critically watch cir-
cumstances and and have to
make policies accordingly.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Trouble in Sri Lanka
President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa fled to escape the
protesters who are upset with
his rule, leaving the people
struggling with a severe short-
age of food, fuel and other es-
sential items, the political in-
stability in the midst of an
economic crisis is a clear indi-
cation that only a popular gov-
ernment can bring peace and
put the economy back on
track. It also sends the mes-
sage that the Rajapaksas,
blamed for the destruction of
economy, will find it difficult
to survive politically now.
Clearly, Sri Lanka is in the
throes of a political change.

Ramesh Gupta, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

A report by United Nation Development Program (UNDP) says the im-
pact of inflation on India’s poor will be negligible. In a report titled,

'Addressing theCost-of-Living Crisis in Developing Countries’, the UN
agency  measured  the  impact  of  inflation, disruptions in supply chain due
to Ukraine crisis and Covid on cost of living. It took three poverty lines —
$1.90 per day, $3.30 per day and $5.50 per day. Accordingly, the report
highlighted that inflation in India will push 0 per cent of the population
below the poverty line of  $1.90 per day, just 0.02 per cent of the population
below the $3.30 per day line, and just 0.04 per cent of the population below
the upper poverty line of  $5.50 per day. Overall, the report said that the
soaring food prices and the energy prices can push up to 71 million people
into poverty globally. Data shows countries such as Denmark, Sweden, the
UK, Italy, Ireland, Australia are facing the risk of  its people falling into
poverty, but India is not in this category. India has taken the route of food
security and cash transfers to farmers as the choice of  mitigating the
threat of  poverty. On this, the UNDP said, “A recent comparative assess-
ment of price and income support measures shows that targeted transfers
not only help poorer households cope with price spikes but also have a sig-
nificantly lower impact on carbon emissions. 'Finance    Minister    Nirmala
Sitharaman attributed this to well-tailored programmes of the Modi
Government including free ration and direct cash   transfer.   Sitharaman
said   the   Modi Government  has,  from  the  beginning  of   the pandemic,
implemented a policy wherein those at the   bottom   of   the   pyramid
were   provided immediate and constant support in the form of  food and
cash transfers. She highlighted that under the Pradhan  Mantri  Garib
Kalyan  Anna  Yojana (PMGKAY), the government provided 5 kg free ration
per person per month in addition to their normal quota of  foodgrain under
the National Food Security Act. From April 2020 to September 2022, the
government has allocated 1,003 lakh tonnes of  foodgrain for the PMGKAY,
benefiting 80crore people for two-and-a-half  year. In addition, during the
initial months of the pandemic, the government transferred Rs 500 per
month for three months  to  20  crore  women  Jan  Dhan  account holders.
Earlier, the IMF, in its working paper, studied how extreme poverty is disap-
pearing at a rapid pace due to PMGKAY. The same phenomena of disap-
pearing poverty was also captured by World Bank’s working paper. Latest
official  data  showed that  inflation measured by the consumer price index
(CPI) has softened  in  June  from  May.  Data  showed  that overall inflation
eased from 7.04% in May to 7.01% in June while consumer food price infla-
tion eased from 7.97% in May to 7.75% in June. India's fiscal year is from
April to March and second half would be  from  October.  Last  week,  RBI
governor Shaktikanta Das said the price situation will gradually improve in
the second half of the current fiscal and the central bank would continue to
take monetary measures to anchor inflation with a view of achieving strong
and sustainable growth.

Inflation impact ‘negligible’
on India’s poor
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Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrives  in Leh, Ladakh. The visit is also his first since India split the high-altitude
region from disputed Kashmir and took direct control of it in 2019 while revoking the entire territorys semiautonomous
status. A year after that change, Indian and Chinese troops came close to war in Ladakh and ever since they have been
locked in a military standoff along their disputed border.

Climate change is white colonisation of the atmosphere

DALAI LAMA IN LEH

ERIN FITZ-HENRY

O ver time, the Food & Beverages
industry has grown significant-

ly, shaping the sector for the future.
According to an IMARC report, the
Indian F&B industry will grow at a
CAGR of 12.5 per cent during the fis-
cal years 2022-2027 accounting for 3
per cent of India's GDP in the retail
market.In India, the industry has al-
ways been considered a highly com-
petitive market. Nowadays, as tech-
nology advancements are emerging
with new trends, the industry  is
evolving with new products and serv-
ices. The average cooking time is
about 15-20 minutes for quick
snacks, brands will not be able to re-
duce that, since consumers expect
fresh food and this will always be the
imperative factor for any cloud
kitchen or restaurant.

1100--mmiinn  DDeelliivveerryy--  AA  NNeeww  CCoonncceepptt
Upcoming trends and technologi-

cal advancements have a significant
impact on the, as the number of digi-
tal users grows, so does the demand
for online ordering. However, with
the perks come challenges, such as
on-time delivery and quality of food.
To overcome the problem, brands are
adopting new models and technolo-
gies that allow customers to place

online orders easily as well as get de-
liveries swiftly. Hence, the new
model of a 10-minute delivery will in-
deed benefit businesses.

10-minute delivery refers to a hy-
perlocal model born from the need to
innovate in this fiercely competitive
world. The model will be a boon to
the packaging industry, giving rise to
the sale of pre-cooked meals that
only need to be heated and served.
The new model will undoubtedly
change certain aspects of taste-and
this will not be a barter for the super-
fast, but for lightning-fast delivery!
The Indian food and beverage pack-

aging market is expected to reach
USD 156.25 billion by 2026, growing
at a CAGR of 29.88 percent during the
forecast period (2021-2026), accord-
ing to Mordor Intelligence. India has
seen sustainable packaging growth
in food and beverages due to in-
creased intake in packaged food con-
sumption, awareness, and demand
for quality products.

CCoonncceerrnnss  ffoorr  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy
According to many experts, the

model will help to surpass the pack-
aging industry from others, but it will
raise many concerns for the food in-
dustry, such as: can food be prepared

and delivered in under 10 minutes?
Do the customers value this? Is food
delivery under 10 minutes as urgent
as an unmet need? Furthermore, how
will the riders track and navigate
through the cities, considering traffic
and their safety? However, when it
comes to food, the problems can
multiply, and only time will tell how
the expert's predictions for the future
will fare in meeting expectations and
rising above all with the increasing
competition in the F & B industry.

IInnccrreeaassiinngg  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  
wwiitthh  tthhee  NNeeww  TTrreenndd

As new trends emerge, business-
es across industries automatically
ramp up their innovations to meet
the demands of the moment, there-
by outpacing competitors.
Digitalization has become an impor-
tant factor in the F & B industry's
ability to innovate in today's com-
petitive environment. With the
changing landscape, many food
brands have turned to social media
to promote and gain sources to in-
crease the reach of their brand. As a
result, taking advantage of the
growing trend of social media will
benefit others.

To compete with a new model,

the primary goal of food aggrega-
tors is to increase the number of
menu items that fall into this catego-
ry while maintaining taste and fresh-
ness.

This new chapter in the food and
beverage industry is still being de-
bated by many industry experts.
Aside from good food, optimizing
good services is also important in
gaining market traction. The new
model, which shortens delivery
times and produces fresh food quick-
ly, is becoming a part of revolutionis-
ing the industry while also creating
new ways for brands to stand out.

BBoottttoomm  LLiinnee!!
With the advent of digitalisation,

many industries across sectors, in-
cluding food and beverage, are lever-
aging technological advancements.
With the shift to the new era, this
model will provide a greater reach to
market share by serving customers
without making them wait longer.

When this journey begins-I am
sure the entire F&B industry, delivery
aggregators, and the market will
have significant learnings. This might
just be applicable to short distances
and critical items. Is this a demand
tailwind-only time will tell?

The 10-minute delivery creates massive 
competition for those in the F & B industry

A lasting peace that was long elusive in Assam is finally back to the State
following insurgency and militancy petering out with most of the

home-grown insurgent groups, including the ULFA(A) and the NDFB(R), en-
gaging in peace talks with the Centre. The return of peace has facilitated the
process of rapid economic growth in the State. Growing investment in the
State for the past few fiscal years is the result of it. To exemplify, in the year
2018-19, Assam has attracted investment projects worth Rs.1,16,202.6 mil-
lion and completed projects worth Rs 1,53, 351.6 million, as revealed in a re-
cent study done by the MSME Export Promotion Council together with
knowledge firm Bill Mart FinTech. In 2020-21, projects worth Rs 69,02.3 mil-
lion were received. The projects completed were worth Rs 33,986.6 million.
On the other hand, the Centre recently sanctioned over Rs 1,536 crore for
the setting up of micro, small and medium enterprises under Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan. The completion of projects will, therefore, generate direct
and indirect jobs in large numbers. But the million-dollar question is: in the
presence of floods, will Assam be able to emerge as a potent economic play-
er in the country even if its growth prospect continues to be bright with
growing investment? Such a chance seems slim till a long-term solution to
the vexed problem is hammered out. Needless to say that this is not the first
time that Assam has witnessed two consecutive floods of high intensity. It
has been the same story across the State being replayed time and again
since the great earthquake of 1950 as it is an annual phenomenon. Arguably,
there are several instances of Assam having been a witness to severe flood-
ings inundating vast areas in both the Brahmaputra and Barak valleys in the
State, and causing extensive damage to thousands of hectares of paddy
fields, dwelling houses in many places, besides taking human and cattle
lives. For example, this time, the State had witnessed torrential rainfall since
mid-April, which triggered heavy floodings, landslides and erosion in most of
the 36 districts. From a media report of May 21, it is intelligible that the pre-
monsoon first wave of flood had hit a total of 8,39,691 people in 3,246 vil-
lages of as many as 32 districts in the State, and affected 1,00,732 hectares
of cropland. It also claimed 173 lives, while landslides claimed 19. The un-
precedented deluge-affected districts like Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji,
Jorhat, Nagaon, Karbi Anglong, Hoji, Cachar, Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar,
Kamrup (M) etc. On the other hand, the three districts which had suffered
torrential rainfall-induced landslides were Karimganj, Hailakandi and
Dimasa Hasao. The picturesque new Haflong Railway station, till recently,
lay buried under debris from mudslides under the severe impact of land-
slides. Total damage to the basic infrastructure in the Dima Hasao district in
terms of money triggered by the huge landslides alone due to the unprece-
dented pre-monsoon rainfall so far has been estimated to the tune of a stag-
gering amount of Rs 1,000 crore. The first wave of floods was as devastating
as the State's July 2020 deluge that had affected 12,97,241 people and sub-
merged 82,546,82 hectares of croplands in as many as 24 districts, including
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Sivasagar, Majuli, Barpeta, Dhubri,
Goalpara etc. The total death toll in the calamity recorded so far rose to 44,
quite a stunning figure. Tragically, the second wave had also turned out to be
far too ravaging and heart-rending as were those of 2017 and 2019 in terms
of loss of human and cattle lives, money and materials suffered by the State
and its people. According to an ASDMA bulletin, till June 20, the high flood
had affected a total of over 47.72 lakh people of 5424 villages in as many as
33 districts. While 1.13 lakh hectares of cropland had been inundated by
devastating floods and 5,200 poultry washed away, as many as 81 people in-
cluding two policemen and many children had died in the calamity. Such
was their severity as evident from the above statistics, that they even did hit
the international headlines. To cite an example, the New York Times detailed
the magnitude of the suffering of people blaming it on global warming and
climate change. As has been reported in the media, the flood problem in the
State has been further compounded due to the release of the accumulated
water in the dams at several hydroelectric projects. Examples are the dis-
charge of dam waters at the NEEPCO's Kopili hydro-electric project and the
Karbi Langpi hydro-electric project. The flood waters of rain-fed rivers from
neighbouring States such as Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland,
too, aggravated the flood situation in the State. The total losses in floods and
erosion in the State have so far been estimated at Rs 3,400 crore. As Assam
is soon going to be the epicentre for investment, as revealed by a study done
by the MSME Export Promotion Council, the need of the hour is controlling
the State's recurring flood. But if the deluge continues to wreak havoc with
its people year after year, it will hardly be surprising if the private invest-
ment that keeps on flowing into agro-industries such as food processing,
horticulture and petroleum-based units meets its dead-end. Indeed, given
the magnitude of the State's flood and erosion problem, a permanent solu-
tion is an immediate necessity. Worse, the menace of floods takes a heavy
toll on the State's economy every year by inflicting extensive damage on
agriculture, infrastructure, livestock, and public and private property.
Indeed, spending resources on flood control without diagnosing its root
causes will be a futile exercise. As there is no viable solution to the vexed
problem other than the storage of flood reservoirs, hydroelectric projects
can be an arrangement till their enduring solution is found through negotia-
tions with Assam's neighbouring States such as Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and nations like China and Bangladesh.

Tackling floods is 
urgently-needed
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Tanishq 
Chennai:Tanishq,
India's most trusted
and celebrated jew-
ellery brand launches
its store at Velachery in
Tamil Nadu. The store
was inaugurated by Mr.
Arun Narayan,Vice
President, Category,
Marketing & Retail,
Tanishq, Titan
Company Limited. As
part of the grand inau-
guration, the brand is
extending special offers
on jewellery purchase.

HDFC 
Mumbai: Largest pri-
vate sector lender
HDFC Bank on
Saturday reported a
20.91 per cent jump in
its June quarter net
profit at Rs 9,579.11
crore on the back of
overall growth. On a
standalone basis, its
net profit increased to
Rs 9,195.99 crore from
Rs 7,729.64 crore in the
year-ago period, but
was down from Rs
10,055.18 crore in the
preceding March quar-
ter. The core net inter-
est income grew 14.5
per cent to Rs 19,481.4
crore from the year-ago
quarter's Rs 17,009
crore on the back of a
22.5 per cent growth in
advances. The core net
interest margin (NIM)
stood at 4 per cent.

Bank of India
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of India
on Saturday said its
shareholders have ap-
proved a proposal to
raise up to Rs 2,500
crore fresh equity cap-
ital by various modes.
The decision was
taken at the bank's
Annual General
Meeting (AGM) held
on July 15, Bank of
India said in a release.
The bank said the
shareholders ap-
proved the agenda to
raise fresh equity cap-
ital up to an amount of
Rs 2,500 crore includ-
ing share premium,
by way of public issue
or right issue or pref-
erential issue or QIP
or private placement.

Supertech 
New Delhi: Realty
firm Supertech Ltd on
Saturday said the com-
pany plans to sell its
four commercial assets
at Meerut and
Haridwar for an esti-
mated Rs 1,000 crore, as
part of its efforts to ex-
pedite construction in
existing projects and
repay debt. The compa-
ny had put these com-
mercial assets on sale a
few years ago but could
not succeed as the hos-
pitality and retail sec-
tors were badly impact-
ed during the COVID
pandemic. In a state-
ment, Noida-based
Supertech Ltd said that
the company has put
its assets -- shopping
malls and hotels -- in
Meerut and Haridwar
on sale with the "target
of raising funds to the
tune of Rs 1,000 crore."

Fake currency
Motihari: Police on
Saturday claimed to
have seized fake cur-
rency notes with a face
value of Rs eight lakh
and arrested four per-
sons in this connection
in East Champaran
district of Bihar. The
district police chief
Kumar Ashish told re-
porters that the fake
currency racket was
operated from a cyber
cafe in Chhatauni po-
lice station area and
the accused persons
revealed during inter-
rogation that they
picked up the tech-
nique of printing the
counterfeit notes from
an online video shar-
ing and social media
platform.

DESI AUTHENTIC

DesiAuthentic Head of Operations Ugandhar Sabbineni (R) and DesiAuthentic Digital Marketing Director Vara
Prasad Surikuchi during a press conference in Hyderabad, Saturday, July 16.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

NSE's outgoing
Managing Director and
CEO Vikram Limaye on
Saturday said he has done
his best to lead the ex-
change in a very "difficult
period" and to stabilize
and strengthen the bourse.

Limaye, whose five-year
term ended on Saturday,
did not seek another
tenure at the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) de-
spite being eligible for it.

However, the exchange
did not announce who is
taking over the helm of
the NSE from Limaye.

According to a source,
instead of an individual, a
committee will be taking
the charge for an interim
period. The exchange is
likely to announce a deci-

sion in this regard on
Monday.

The end of Limaye's
five-year term as the NSE
chief comes amid the NSE
facing the regulatory
probe in a case pertaining
to governance lapses at the
bourse as well as in the co-
location matter.

"I complete my 5-year

term as MD and CEO of
NSE today. I have done my
best to lead the organiza-
tion in a very difficult peri-
od and to stabilize,
strengthen and transform
NSE," Limaye said.

The outgoing chief said,
"We have come a long way
in the last five years in
terms of strengthening
governance, controls, tech-
nology, regulatory effec-
tiveness, risk manage-
ment, market growth and
culture".

On March 4, NSE invit-
ed applications from can-
didates for the role of MD
and CEO. The applications
were invited from candi-
dates having IPO (initial
public offering) experi-
ence for the role of the top
post before March 25.

Following this, Limaye

announced that he would
not seek a second term at
the stock exchange when
his five-year term ends in
July.

Under the market regu-
lator Securities and
Exchange Board of India's
rule, the incumbent needs
to compete with other can-
didates to win the next
term.

Limaye was appointed
as the NSE chief in July
2017, following the exit of
the exchange's former MD
and CEO Chitra
Ramkrishna. Among vari-
ous allegations, issues
have been raised in vari-
ous quarters that why an
application was not invit-
ed at the time when
Ramkrishna was appoint-
ed as the MD and CEO in
2013.

Done my best to lead NSE in 
difficult period: Vikram Limaye New Delhi, Jul 16: 

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI) re-
cently announced its ex-
clusive collaboration
with Kyndryl (NYSE:
KD), world’s largest IT
infrastructure services
provider, to elevate its IT
and security transforma-
tion journey across
HMSI’s manufacturing
plants.

Currently, Kyndryl
manages infrastructure
services for plant pro-
duction applications, en-
terprise and dealer man-
agement systems for all
the dealers.

Bringing operational
efficiency with an agile
and improved customer
service experience, the
company’s renewed al-
liance with Kyndryl will
improve infrastructure

manageability and up-
time through increased
automation as well as en-
hance the company’s cy-
bersecurity and resilien-
cy.

Further enhancing
HMSI’s business applica-
tions and IT systems’
availability, the new part-
nership will integrate an
on-demand Disaster
Recovery-as-a-service
(DRaaS) set-up for mini-
mal outage and produc-
tion loss during a crisis
impacting HMSI’s pri-
mary data center.

Speaking on the asso-
ciation, Atsushi Ogata –
Managing Director,
President & CEO, Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India said, “At HMSI, we
are glad to announce our
exclusive technological
partnership with
Kyndryl India. "

HMSI appoints Kyndryl
as technology partner

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
urged Agricultural and
Rural Development Banks
(ARDBs) to extend more
long-term loans to the agri-
culture sector, including for
irrigation and other infra-
structure.

The government is build-
ing a database on coopera-
tives for expansion of this
sector, which is important
for boosting farm growth
and doubling farmers' in-
come, he added.

Farmers' income cannot
be raised without improv-
ing the farm sector, espe-
cially irrigation, he pointed
out, and asked cooperative
banks to focus on providing
loans for increasing irrigat-
ed land in the country.

The minister further said
India, which has 49.4 crore
acres of arable land, high-
est after the US, has poten-

tial to feed the whole world
if the entire arable land is
irrigated. Currently, about
50 per cent of the arable
land in the country is mon-
soon dependent.

Addressing a national
conference here, Shah said
Agricultural and Rural
Development Banks have
been functioning in the
country under different
names in the last nine
decades. Most of them oper-
ated as land mortgage
banks and were first to
grant long-term finance to
farmers way back in 1924.

With the conversion of

these banks into ARDBs,
farmers' dependence on
monsoon got reduced.
Slowly, long-term financing
evolved, he said.

"If we look back and see
the last 90 years' journey of
long-term financing
through cooperatives and
how it has percolated down,
if you see the data, it has
not grown," Shah observed.

"Especially in agricul-
ture financing, be it long or
short term, it is paralysed
in many parts of the coun-
try. In many places, activi-
ties are done well but in
some states it is not. We
need to revive them," he
said.

Shah, however, stated
that there are many hurdles
in providing long-term fi-
nancing to the agriculture
sector. Time has come to
overcome those hurdles
with cooperative spirit and
achieve agriculture growth,
he asserted.

Revive cooperative banks to extend
more long-term loans to farmers: Shah

New Delhi, Jul 16:  

Truecaller, the world’s leading
global communications plat-
form, today launched a brand
new app for safe, secure and
private audio conversations:
Open Doors. The app is a
labour of love, built over many
months by a dedicated inter-
national team.
After building Truecaller that
safeguards people in their digi-
tal lives, and the free app
Guardians for personal safety,
the Swedish company is now
setting sights on a new target:
enabling fun, impromptu, global
private conversations. Open
Doors will be completely free to
use and available globally on
the Google Play Store & Apple
App Store. The app works
seamlessly across both smart-
phone platforms.
“Thanks to Truecaller being 13
years in the business, we’ve
spent a great deal of time learn-
ing about how people communi-
cate. said Nami Zarringhalam,
Co-founder of True Software
Scandinavia AB.

Truecaller launches

a brand new app 

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Saturday asked the premi-
um farm research organi-
sation ICAR to focus on
improving productivity of
various crops like oilseeds
and pulses as yields are
much below the global av-
erage.

While addressing the
94th foundation day of
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR), the minister said
the ICAR has played an
important role in making
India self-sufficient in
foodgrain production and
the country is either num-
ber one or two in terms of
output of most crops.

"ICAR's foundation day
should be celebrated as a
pledge day. ICAR should
take some pledge on this
day and make efforts that

the same gets achieved
over the next one year,"
Tomar said.

Although a lot of suc-
cess has been achieved in
the last 93 years of ICAR's
journey, the minister said
there is a "great challenge"
in terms of productivity in
front of us, especially in
oilseeds, pulses and cot-
ton.

"If we compare (our
crop yield) with other
countries, then we will feel
that there is a lot of work
to be done," Tomar said.

The minister said the
crop productivity issue

should be part of the
ICAR's pledge.

India imports around 60
per cent of its annual do-
mestic demand of edible
oil. The country had im-
ported a record Rs 1.17
lakh crore of edible oils in
the 2020-21 oil year ending
October. Pulses too are
being imported but not in
as much quantity. Tomar
asked the ICAR to contin-
ue its research work to
mitigate the challenge of
climate change on agricul-
ture. He spoke about the
need to promote organic
as well as natural farming,
as excess use of chemicals
and fertilisers impacts
human health. Tomar
highlighted that the Modi-
government has taken var-
ious initiatives and
launched several pro-
grammes for the growth of
the agriculture sector and
doubled farmers' income.

ICAR must focus on 
improving productivity of

oilseeds, pulses, cotton: Tomar
New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Falling value of the rupee
against the US dollar is turning
out to be a mixed bag for the
industry with some sectors bear-
ing the brunt while others, espe-
cially software exporters, are
hoping for continued gains.
The rupee, which has been
depreciating against the green-
back, is near the psychological
barrier of 80 to a dollar and is
likely to remain subdued with
the Federal Reserve working
overtime to contain inflation,
which is at a historical high, in
the US.
The biggest impact of the rupee
depreciation will be on imported
goods or goods using imported
components, and the most-
sought after item in this catego-
ry is a mobile phone. "Every per-
centage decline in rupee value
impacts mobile phone supply
chain by 0.6 per cent because of
imports of components. The 5
per cent decline (in value of

rupee) has an impact of 3 per
cent on overall profitability,
therefore, prices have to go up,"
said Pankaj Mohindroo, chair-
man, ICEA. On the other hand,
he added, "India's export
ecosystem is benefiting."
"Imports would have gotten
expensive to that extent but for-
tunately commodity prices have
started easing," Mohindroo said.
As regards the impact of rupee
depreciation on the software
sector, Deepak Jotwani,
Assistant Vice-President &
Sector Head - Corporate
Ratings, ICRA said, "Given that a
sizable part of the revenue for
the industry is USD denominat-
ed, depreciation of the INR
against the USD has supported
the industry revenue growth and
margins to an extent historical-
ly." If the recent weakness
observed for the INR sustains
over the next few quarters, he
said, "INR depreciation is likely
to add to the earnings of the
industry in FY2023."

Depreciating rupee a
mixed bag for industry,
software cos set to gain

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Fitness technology start-
up Portl aims to sell
around 5,000 units of its
smart mirror that comes
with artificial intelligence
and sensors to provide per-
sonalised training to users,
a company official said on
Friday. Portl co-founder
Indraneel Gupta told PTI
that the company has de-
veloped entire technology
in-house and is manufac-
turing products at their fa-
cility in Hyderabad.

"We started selling Portl
from March and recorded
60 per cent month-on-
month growth. Our aim is
to sell around 5,000 units
this fiscal," Gupta said.

He was speaking on the
sidelines of an event to an-
nounce a partnership with
fitness and sports retail
brand Lodhi Sports.

Gupta said that AI and

sensors in the smart mir-
ror correct body postures
and provide users person-
alised training.

"Everything on the mir-
ror from content to the
technology to hardware is
built in-house. We have
raised USD 1 million exter-
nal funding in June 2021
from a very popular ven-
ture fund to develop con-
tent and build a strong
team to deliver on our
promises," he said.

Gupta said that the com-
pany has 400-500 units
manufacturing capacity
per month and it has iden-
tified third-party vendors
who can manufacture 5,000
units per month.

The smart mirror has
been priced at Rs 1.25 lakh
apiece exclusive of taxes.

Gupta said there will be
a Rs 750 monthly subscrip-
tion cost, after the first
year of product purchase.

Portl plans to sell 5000
units of smart mirror for

fitness this fiscal

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

Debt-ridden telecom op-
erator Vodafone Idea's
shareholders have ap-
proved equity allocation
worth Rs 436.21 crore to its
promoter entity, the
Vodafone Group.

As per voting results
submitted to the stock ex-
changes on Friday
evening, 99.94 per cent of
Vodafone Idea (VIL) share-
holders approved alloca-
tion of the equity to
Vodafone Group firm Euro
Pacific Securities.

Vodafone Group at pres-
ent holds 58.46 per cent

stake in the company and
Aditya Birla Group 16.53
per cent. The company
had raised Rs 3,375 crore
from Vodafone Group and

Rs 1,125 crore from Aditya
Birla Group in March.

VIL has been trying to
raise funds in the range of
Rs 20,000-25,000 crore from

external sources since the
last two years but has failed
to attract any investor. The
government announced a
reform package in
September last year which
has largely benefited
Vodafone Idea.

The government has al-
lowed VIL to convert
around Rs 16,100 crore in-
terest dues into about 33
per cent stake in the compa-
ny to provide liquidity for
investment in the business.
Still, analysts have said
high leverage and weak bal-
ance sheet have impaired
the company's ability to in-
vest in the network.

VIL shareholders approve Rs 436 cr
equity allocation to Vodafone

Mumbai, Jul 16 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank of
India and Bank Indonesia
on Saturday entered into an
agreement to expand coop-
eration in payment sys-
tems, digital financial inno-
vation, and anti-money
laundering and combating
the financing of terrorism
(AML-CFT).

The two central banks
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
Bali on the sidelines of the
G20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
Meeting to improve mutual
cooperation.

"With this MoU, RBI and

BI committed to deepen re-
lations between both cen-
tral banks and strengthen
the exchange of informa-
tion and cooperation in the
area of central banking, in-
cluding payment systems,
digital innovation in pay-
ments services, and regula-
tory and supervisory
framework for AML-CFT,"
the RBI said in a statement.

The MoU will be imple-
mented through policy dia-
logue, technical coopera-
tion, exchange of informa-
tion and joint work.

It was signed by RBI
Deputy Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra and BI
Deputy Governor Dody

Budi Waluyo in the pres-
ence of RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das and BI
Governor Perry Warjiyo.

"This MoU serves as a
significant milestone in the
relation between Bank
Indonesia and Reserve
Bank of India. It has been a
long period of time since
we began cooperating pro-
ductively, and this MoU will
only ensure a more solid
collaboration in the future.

"Going forward, I am con-
vinced that such excellent
partnership will result in
fruitful outcomes that bene-
fit both central banks and
the people of both nations,"
Governor Warjiyo said.

RBI, Bank Indonesia agree to expand
cooperation in payment systems

W
ith the auspicious
beginning of
Sawan Somvar

Vrat, there is an exciting
story track coming up in
&TV's Baal Shiv for all the
ardent devotees of Lord
Shiva. Lord Shiva is be-
lieved to fulfil one's wish
by observing this fast. In
the plot, another conflict
will be brewing between
Mahasati Anusuya (Mouli
Ganguly) and Devi Parvati
(Shivya Pathania) over
Mahadev (Siddharth
Arora) with 'Savan
Somvar Vrat'. On the one
hand, Devi Parvati will ob-
serve this fast as a form of
Bhakti to her husband,
Mahadev, to win him back.
While on the other hand,
Mahasati Anusuya will
fast to attain Mahadev in
his Baal Roop as her child
forever.

Talking about the
Sawan Somvaar Vrat,
Mouli Ganguly, Mahasati
Anusuya in &TV’s Baal
Shiv, shares, "The month
is highly auspicious and
revered by Lord Shiva’s
devotees across the coun-
try. People observe fasts on
all sixteen Mondays, also
known as Solah Somwar

vrats, during Sawan to ful-
fil their wish by praying to
Lord Shiva. Devotees wake
up early to take a bath,
wear clean clothes, visit a
temple and perform
puja during
Sawan month.
They must also
place idols of
Lord Shiva
and Goddess
Parvati in
their home
t e m p l e ,
offer flow-

ers and white sweets, light
a Diya, recite Sawan
Katha, and offer
Panchamrit, water and
Bel Patra to the Shivlinga.
Monday is the day of Lord
Shiva, so all Somvars,
falling in the month of
Sawan when Lord Shiva is
most revered, is consid-
ered highly auspicious. It
is said that performing
Rudra Abhishek on
"Sawan Somvaar" will
grant one's wishes by
pleasing Lord Shiva".
Shivya Pathania, Devi
Parvati in &TV’s Baal
Shiv, adds, " Savan Somvar
Vrat is an important day
dedicated to Lord Shiva.
On this day, Shiva devotees
fast for the whole day, on
Mondays, to get the bless-
ings of Lord Shiva and eat
food once a day. People
keep fasts, and along with

Lord Shiva, they also
worship Goddess

Parvati for a better,
peaceful, and pros-
perous life. It is
said that the
month of Sawan
is very dear to
Lord Shiva.

Tara Sutaria
records her first
ever Hindi
song in ‘Ek
Villain Returns’

A
ctress Tara Sutaria is all set
to make her singing debut
alongside Ankit Tiwari in

the song 'Shaamat' from the movie
'Ek Villain Returns'.

Tara says: "This is such a won-
derful moment in my life and an
incomparable feeling because
'Shaamat' was the first Hindi song
I've ever recorded and also the
first track to release of mine in
this film. It has a lot of emotions
and memories attached to it."

The lyrics for the song have
been written by Prince Dubey. The
'Student of the Year 2' actress
shares further about her character
in the film and what she liked
about her debut track.

"My character in the film is
what really excited me to be a
part of it but the music was defi-
nitely a driving force. I'm also so
happy to collaborate with Ankit
Tiwari and very eager to see the
response of the audience,"
shares Tara. Ankit Tiwari said:
"The song 'Shaamat' is very
close to my heart and I am glad
that people will now get to hear
it. Working with Tara on this
was great and she put all her
efforts into perfecting her art
for the vision of this song.
Can't wait to see how the audi-
ence reacts to it." "Ek Villain
Returns" features John
Abraham, Arjun Kapoor,
Disha Patani and Tara
Sutaria. The movie directed
by Mohit Suri, and jointly
produced by T-Series and
Balaji Telefilms, is all set to
release on July 29.

ACROSS

1. Pepper's partner

5. Assists

9. In reserve

14. Listen

15. Cawing bird

16. "West Side Story" character

17. CIA activity

19. Accumulate

20. Medicinal amount

21. Grammatical unit

23. Witch's charm

24. Ess follower

25. Shade trees

29. Ice-cream treat

34. Uproars

38. Cereal grain

39. Formal agreement

40. Right away (abbr.)

41. Incensed

43. Burn reliever

44. Do again

46. Fireplace wood

47. Waiters' gratuities

48. Sewing tool

49. Small barrels

51. Tax agency (abbr.)

53. Occurrence

58. Dislike

63. Navy recruit

64. Goodbye (Sp.)

65. Conducting contact

67. Author Jules ____

68. She, in Seville

69. Jungle animals

70. Curved letters

71. Departed

72. Minus

DOWN

1. Casts off

2. Fable author

3. Slip-up

4. Courtroom event

5. Common skin problem

6. Pension plan (abbr.)

7. Canines

8. Like honey

9. Nonprofessional

10. Unchanged

11. Mideast nation

12. Phonograph record

13. Soothe

18. Leer

22. Savings (2 wds.)

26. Lingers

27. Deface

28. Stem

30. Not messy

31. Surrealist painter Salvador ____

32. On the peak

33. Looks at

34. Shucks!

35. Understood! (2 wds.)

36. Back of the neck

37. Drove too fast

42. Foot part

45. Assumed names

50. Chair

52. Stainless ____

54. Kind of infection

55. Marry clandestinely

56. Lymph ____

57. Curl

58. Humorist ____ Barry

59. 15th of March

60. Misters

61. Quality of sound

62. ____ Macpherson

63. Begone!

66. Christmas toymaker
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A new opportunity could come your way
today, Aquarius. It might seem like a dream
come true, the chance you've been waiting
for, but you'll still want to think about it a
bit. The reason is that it could well disrupt
your life, including your romantic circum-
stances. Before you commit to anything,
check the facts carefully to make sure it's
as good as it seems. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

New communications equipment may
make whatever work you do that much
easier to do, Pisces. You might have some
doubts about your ability to use it, but
don't worry. You'll be able to deal with it
as well as anyone. You'll find that it will
open up new doors for you, both with
regard to compiling information and stay-
ing in contact with old and new friends. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A long-term friendship could suddenly
develop into something more now,
Aries. You could see this person in a new
light and realize that this is a very
attractive human being. It might come
as a shock to you, however, and the idea
could take a little time to get used to.
Don't ignore it for that reason. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Too much is on your mind right now,
Taurus, and so you could have trouble
sleeping. When you do manage to drop
off, you could experience bizarre
dreams. This is the only downside to
your present situation, however.
Everything else should be going very
well. It might help to take a walk at night
before you go to bed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Some enlightening conversations could
occur today with a partner, Gemini, possi-
bly romantic, possibly career-related. New
methods of operation could come to your
attention, perhaps involving modern tech-
nology that could speed up the process
and increase your income. Bear in mind
that some of what you hear may not be
feasible for a while. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Hard work on a particular enterprise for
too long a time could finally lead to an
increase in income, Cancer. Creativity or
innovation could be involved. Don't be
surprised if you find yourself on the
receiving end of compliments. You'll be
feeling proud and confident, and you cer-
tainly have good reason. Buy yourself a
present. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You tend to be adventurous at the calmest
of times, Leo. Today you could be feeling
especially daring. You might be tempted
to make some radical changes in your life,
particularly where your profession is con-
cerned. You could decide to make your
living in an offbeat way, or possibly move
to a place you've never considered
before. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You tend to be rather intuitive, Virgo, but
today your psychic abilities could seem
more focused than usual. You're better able
to tune in to thoughts, feelings, and events.
If you give readings, this is a good day for it,
because you're apt to be more accurate
than usual. Don't do too many or you could
lose your focus and not do anyone else any
good. Work steadily and pace yourself.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today your mind is apt to be turning to
discussions of money, Libra.
Conversations, perhaps job related, per-
haps social encounters with friends, could
turn to the subject of new income oppor-
tunities through modern technology. This
is a good time to look into such matters,
although you'll probably want to consider
several before making a decision. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

New opportunities, perhaps involving
writing or speaking, could appear on the
horizon along with the current planetary
energy, Scorpio. You aren't one to take
risks on the spur of the moment, so you
might want to take all the information
into consideration before committing to
anything. It isn't a good idea to wait too
long. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Letters, phone calls, or emails from afar
could put you in touch with new, interest-
ing people. These people could well bring
some fascinating ideas your way,
Sagittarius. Shared knowledge can lead
to mutual advancement on material and
spiritual levels. This process just might
turn a casual acquaintance into a firm
friend. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The current aspects encourage cultivat-
ing your spirituality, Capricorn. However
advanced you are on your spiritual jour-
ney, there are revelations, awakenings,
and new experiences waiting. Visit a
church or a secluded spot in nature that
speaks to you and soak up the energy.
Indulge in some investigation. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
t an elegant event
in Central London,
organised by the

Institute of Directors, at-
tended by Lord Tariq
Ahmad, British, MoS for
Commonwealth and the
United Nations,
Bollywood superstar,
Akshay Kumar unveiled
the book “Hindujas and
Bollywood” by the noted
Indian Film Critic, Ajit
Rai. The book captured
the yet untold story of
what is termed as the
Golden Period of Indian
Cinema when the
Hindujas were major pa-
trons of the Indian movie
industry, and the role
played by the Hinduja
Family in creating an
overseas market for the
Indian film industry.

The Hinduja Family’s
association with the in-
dustry dates from the 50s
to the 90s, including suc-
cessful associations with
directors Raj Kapoor, Dev

Anand etc. The Hinduja
Family financed and ran
over 1200 films including
the iconic ones like
Sangam and Shree 420,
and in particular a hugely
successful partnership
with Manmohan Desai,
which yielded hits like
“Naseeb,” “Coolie,”
“Suhaag” and “Mard,” all
starring the iconic
Amitabh Bachchan.

G P Hinduja, co-chair-
man of the Hinduja
Group of Industries
speaking at the book
launch said, "There is a
lot of potential for co-pro-
duction in the field of cin-
ema between India and
other countries of the
world. This book will in-
spire the new generation
of filmmakers and cine-
ma lovers. All the

Bollywood films we have
financed and distributed,
we have never lost money
because we work hard to
earn money."

According to the book
"Today, Hindi films are
doing good business all
over the world, but its
foundation was laid in
1955 by Hinduja brothers
in Iran. "This journey
which started in Iran

quickly became famous
all over the world. Today,
hardly anyone can believe
that about fifty years ago,
when Raj Kapoor's film
"Sangam" released in
Iran, dubbed in Persian, it
ran for three years and for
one year in Cairo, the cap-
ital of Egypt.

Mehboob Khan's
"Mother India" and
Ramesh Sippy's "Sholay
also ran for a year in Iran.
Indian industrialists
Hinduja brothers
screened around 1200
Hindi films worldwide
from 1954-44 to 1984-85 and
in this manner
"Bollywood" was shaped.

Bollywood superstar,
Akshay Kumar chief
guest at the event said, "I
am very happy making
films... As an actor, I do
whatever possible to take
up social issues. I have
produced 150 films, the
one nearest to my heart is
'Raksha Bandhan'." 

Akshay Kumar launches
‘Hindujas and Bollywood’

Mahesh Babu
unveils the

title for Siva
Karthikeyan’s

next
Telugu superstar Mahesh

Babu, who took to his
social media, unveiled the title
and the announcement teaser
for Siva Karthikeya's next
movie. Titled 'Maaveeran' in
Tamil, the bilingual movie is
titled 'Mahaveerudu'in Telugu.
Mahesh Babu wrote, "Happy to
unveil the title of
@Siva_Kartikeyan's
#Maaveeran! Best wishes to
the entire team!", as he shared
the title teaser of Madonne
Ashwin's upcoming directorial.
The excited Siva Karthikeyan,
expressed his gratitude
towards Mahesh Babu for
releasing the title, as he wrote,
"This is a great start for the
film and to the team.. Thank
you so much for your kind ges-
ture @urstrulyMahesh sir..
Indeed a very special moment
for me sir #Maaveeran". The
teaser clip is intriguing, as Siva
Karthikeyan plays a superhero
in this action movie.
'Mahaveerudu' will be pro-
duced by Shanthi Talkies and
directed by Madonne Ashwin.
The film's production will
begin soon. Siva Karthikeyan
has completed the talkie part
of his straight Telugu film
'Prince', which would be
released in time for Diwali.
Anudeep KV of 'Jathi Ratnalu'
fame directed the film.
'Doctor' and 'Don', Siva
Karthikeyan's previous flicks,
performed well in Telugu and
Tamil. The actor is also eager
to establish himself in Telugu.

‘Sawan Somvar Vrat’ 
special in &TV’s ‘Baal Shiv’

T
he teaser of the ac-
tion drama 'Agent',
directed by Akhil

Akkineni, shows Akhil,
who also plays the title
role, in a never-before-seen
pose, revealing his tough
side.

Siva Karthikeyan and
Kichcha Sudeep took to so-
cial media to share the
teaser in Tamil and
Kannada, respectively,
while Akhil and
Mammootty did the same
in Telugu and Malayalam.
The Hindi version's teaser
is also out. The teaser fol-
lows the action through

the eyes of Mahadev, the
head of the national secu-
rity agency played by the
Malayalam superstar
Mammootty. Called in by
Mahadev to lead an inves-
tigation, the 'Agent' (por-
trayed by Akhil) simply
slays it with a show of
bravery, chivalry and
swag. The introduction to
the action-packed charac-
ter is followed by Akhil's
makeover, which is simply
stunning. Sakshi Vaidya
appears stylish and lovely
in a single scene, and
Mammootty is at his
finest.

Action-packed ‘Agent’ teaser reveals
the tough side of Akhil Akkineni
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Singapore, Jul 16 (PTI):

Indian shuttler PV
Sindhu stormed into the
Singapore Open title clash
with a commanding win
over lower-ranked
Japanese Saena
Kawakami in the women's
singles semi-final, here on
Saturday.

Sindhu, a double
Olympic medallist, who
had claimed two Super 300
titles at Syed Modi
International and Swiss
Open this year, prevailed
21-15 21-7 over world num-
ber 38 Kawakami in a 32-
minute last-four clash.

The 27-year-old from
Hyderabad, who has also
claimed a bronze at the
Asian Championships this
year, is now one win away
from her maiden Super 500
title of the 2022 season.

In the finals, the third
seeded Indian will face
China's 22-year-old Wang
Zhi Yi, the reigning Asian
Championships gold
medallist, who was also
part of the Uber Cup team,
which won the silver at
Bangkok this year. Wang
beat Japan's Ohori Aya 21-
14 21-14.

Sindhu had defeated
world number 11 Wang in
their only meeting at the
All England
Championships this year.
A two-time World Junior

Champion and a Youth
Olympics silver medallist,
Wang had also reached the
finals of Indonesia Open
Super 1000 in June.

Sindhu came into the
match with a 2-0 head-to-
head record, having played
her last at the 2018 China
Open. Kawakami had re-
ceived a walk-over from
top-seed Tai Tzu Ying of
Chinese Taipei in the sec-
ond round.

A former world number
15, Kawakami, winner of
the 2019 Orleans Masters
and a finalist at Swiss
Open the same year, was a
part of the Japanese
women's team that won the
bronze medal in May this
year. The Japanese had
played just three events
last year and it was her
fifth tournament in 2022.
Sindhu, a former world

champion, looked in com-
plete command against
Kawakami, who just could-
n't control the shuttle and
was buried in a heap of er-
rors during the lop-sided
match. Early on, Sindhu
started with her whipping
smashes but the drift in-
side the hall, made deci-
sion making difficult and
also at times, the precision
was lacking.

But the power in her
stroke-play helped the
Indian moved to a healthy
three-point lead at the
break. The 24-year-old
Japanese, however, started
putting the shuttle in from
difficult positions to draw
parity. The match came
alive with both fighting for
each point.

Sindhu also won two
video referrals, punished a
weak high lift and also

made good calls at the
baseline to move to 18-14. A
power-packed smash and
then two unforced errors
by Kawakami helped
Sindhu seal the opening
game comfortably.

Kawakami's struggles
continued in the second
game as she failed to con-
trol the shuttle and conced-
ed a 0-5 early lead to her
fancied rival.

Sindhu just had to keep
engaging her rival in the
rallies and patiently wait
for her mistakes. A frus-
trated Kawakami just
could wryly smile as
Sindhu first grabbed a 11-4
lead at the mid-game inter-
val and then zoomed to 17-5
in a jiffy. The Japanese had
no answer to Sindhu's at-
tacking forehand returns
and deft backhand flicks
which opened up a decisive
19-6 lead for her.

Sindhu sent one long but
next unleashed a whipping
smash from the baseline
which her opponent could
only sent to the net. When
Kawakami's return finally
went out again, Sindhu
pumped her fist to an-
nounce her entry into the
finals. The two-time
Commonwealth Games
medallist, will lead the
Indian charge at the quad-
rennial event in
Birmingham starting July
28.

Dubai, Jul 16 (PTI):

The IPL is all set to
have its dedicated two
and half month exclusive
window from the next
Futures Tours &
Programme (FTP) calen-
der of the ICC starting
2024, with no internation-
al cricket scheduled in
that phase.

That the T20 extrava-
ganza would be a "two-
and-a-half-month" affair
from the next FTP was
confirmed by PTI in an
exclusive interview with
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
on the sidelines of the
blockbuster IPL media
rights deal last month.

"Let me inform you that
from the next ICC FTP
calendar, IPL will have an
official two-and-a-half
month window so that all
the top international
cricketers can partici-
pate. We have had discus-
sions with various boards
as well as the ICC," Shah
had told PTI back then
and it is now turning into
a reality.

As per the draft by the
International Cricket
Council, the IPL, which
now has a window from
March last week to May,

will now spill over to
June with a two-week ex-
tension, said a report in
ESPNCricinfo.

While Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is expected
to raise its concern as its
players are banned from
the cash-rich league due
to cross-border tension

between neighbours,
Ramiz Raja is unlikely to
get any support from
other members.

In fact, it was the BCCI
secretary Shah, who had
pushed hard for the dedi-
cated window and got
most of the member na-
tions on the same page.

The IPL pays the maxi-
mum wages to foreign
players and each over-
seas sold to franchises
ensures a 10 percent fee
for the member boards
as per agreement. Most
top nations don't keep
any engagement during
IPL.

Asked about Pakistan's
objection, an ICC Board
member, privy to devel-
opments laughed.

"The problem with
Ramiz is that he has to
say certain things to his
country's media and he
does that which is fair.
But the trend of his per-
formance at ICC meet-
ings tells a different
story. He never puts in a
strong protests. Plus he
is a thorough gentleman
and he knows that this is
happening.

The boards want it and
the players want it," the
senior official said. From
being 60 matches be-
tween eight teams, the
IPL 2022 was expanded to
10 teams and 74 games
with addition of Gujarat
Titans and Lucknow
Super Giants. In the com-
ing years, it will subse-
quently increase to 84
and finally to 94 games.

IPL window extended; England and Australia
make space for Hundred and BBL

Unlike the IPL, the Hundred in England, the
Big Bash League in Australia will not have dedi-
cated window.

However, both ECB and Cricket Australia would
like to ensure that it is scheduled in a manner
where marquee players of both countries are
available for bulk of the games. England is likely
to have a three-week free window from July to
August so that marquee players can play the
Hundred.
The BBL will have a free window in January for
the next four years. The West Indies have a
August-September window for the Caribbean
Premier League and Bangladesh have a freer in-
ternational calendar in January for the
Bangladesh Premier League.
Cricket South Africa's third attempt at a franchise
T20 league is set to launch in January 2023, said
the report. "In the draft of the new FTP, they have
a window clear of international cricket in
January 2025 and January 2026." 
Pakistan Super League has windows open in
February-March (2023), January-February (2024)
and December-January (2026-27).
The final draft is expected to be presented at the
ICC's Annual General Meeting on July 25 and 26 at
Birmingham.

Sindhu sails into Singapore final

Mumbai, Jul 16: 

There used to be a time
when Virat Kohli used to
rule the field with his out-
standing batting strokes.
It was a nightmare for the
bowlers to bowl against
him. However, for the past
one and a half years, Virat
has been struggling with
his form. His bat remains
silent in all three formats-
Test, ODI, and T20. He did
not make a single century
in the last 75 innings.
While locking horns with
England in the resched-
uled fifth Test, the former
Indian captain once again
failed to live up to expecta-
tions in the first innings.
He fell victim to the new-
bie pacer Matthew Potts
after adding just 11 runs to
the score sheet. He has
also been kept out of the

playing squad of the
Indian Team for the up-
coming West Indies tour.
Meanwhile, the nation’s
renowned numerologist
JP Tolani Jee has also
made a shocking revela-
tion about Kohli.
According to Tolani,
Kohli's numbers are point-
ing towards his retire-
ment from cricket during
July-August next year. In
short, as per his numerol-
ogy, King Kohli may retire
from international cricket
in the middle of 2023.

Numbers are pointing
toward retirement

In Numerology, Birth
Number, Destiny Number,
First Name Number, and
Full Name Number hold
special significance, and
based on these numbers,
the prediction of an indi-
vidual is calculated. Virat
Kohli's date of birth is
05/11/1988, and according
to JP Tolani Jee, his birth
number is 5 and his des-
tiny number is 33 i.e. 6.
Also, his first name num-

ber is 14 i.e. 5, and his full
name number is 32 i.e. 5.
In this context, Kohli has
a combination of num-
bers 3,4,5,6,7, which is con-
sidered one of the best
combinations. As per
Tolani's calculations,
since Kohli's destiny num-
ber is 33(6) and his first
name alphabet is also at 6,
he maintained a steady
growth till the age of 33.
Also, he has a strong com-
bination of 4,5,6,7 in his
name, which shows his
wealth, fame, intelligence,
and luxurious lifestyle.
This is the reason why his
combination of numbers
has given him everything
in life. Apart from this,
Kohli is very impulsive
and aggressive as his
birth number (5), first
name number (14), and
full name number (32) re-
main influenced by the
number 5.

Why is Kohli out of
form?

Kohli’s form has been
dipping low since March

2020 (India-New Zealand
tour). According to
Tolani, since Kohli was 32
(5) at that time and under
the no. 5 cycle, he could
not maintain his form,
and no. 5 affected his per-
formance the most. But
again, in November 2020
(India-Australia Tour) at
33 (6), which was also his
destiny number, he be-
came the highest scorer of
the tournament. Due to
his Destiny number being
included at the age of
33(6), he was blessed with
a baby girl. He also won
the Sir Garfield Sobers
Award and the Male and
ODI Cricketer of the
Decade Award at that
time. But soon afterward,
he started to struggle with
form and still continued
to do so. According to
Tolani Jee, as he is run-
ning at 34 (7) age in the
current year, and a combi-
nation of 3,4, and 7 is not
considered good without
the support of 6, so he
failed to come back in bet-

ter form. At the same
time, due to the number
seven, he had to leave the
captaincy from all for-
mats. However, this com-
bination bodes well for
his digital presence, and
as a result, he has gar-
nered over 200 million fol-
lowers along with garner-
ing a lot of support on the
digital channel.

What is the next op-
tion for Kohli?

He will enter the age of
35(8) in November 2022,
and 8 among his other
numbers, is showing
signs of pain and loss. He
may force to quit cricket
and focus on other areas.
Between April and
November in 2023, he may
bid goodbye to cricket.
According to Tolani Jee,
the calculation of his
numbers shows that he
will not start his next in-
nings as a coach or com-
mentator but will focus on
other areas of the game
like selectors/board mem-
bers, etc.

Kohli to bid Goodbye to cricket in 2023?
̈ Numerologist 

JP Tolani Jee 
made shocking
revelations 

Galle, Jul 16:

Sri Lanka dislodged
both of Pakistan's openers
in the final hour of play on
day one in Galle, as the
hosts fought back hard on
a day that had largely be-
longed to the visitors.

Kasun Rajitha got one to
nip back in from around
the wicket to trap the left-
handed Imam-ul-Haq lbw -
a delivery that's fast be-
coming a hallmark of
Rajitha's bowling - while
Prabath Jayasuriya ac-
counted for Abdullah
Shafique, who was also
dismissed leg before,
rapped on the pads by one
going on with the arm.

From that point on,
Azhar Ali and Babar Azam
shut up shop and looked to
bat out the rest of the day,
though with the wicket
starting to show some as-
sistance for the spinners,
Sri Lanka would have no
doubt been encouraged.

Pakistan would end the
day 198 runs behind, a
deficit that could have
been significantly less if
not for the efforts of
Dinesh Chandimal coun-
terattack and Maheesh
Theekshana rearguard,
who scored 76 and 38 re-
spectively. Chandimal's

counterattack and
Theekshana's resolute
rearguard had managed to
cajole a respectable total
after Pakistan's bowlers,

led by the excellent
Shaheen Shah Afridi - who
finished with 4 for 58 - had
at one point threatened to
blow them away; Sri

Lanka's final two wickets
added 89 runs as they re-
covered from an ignomin-
ious 133 for 8 to a more re-
spectable 222.

Changwon, Jul 16 (PTI):

India's Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar clinched the gold medal in
the 50m rifle 3 positions event at
the ISSF Shooting World Cup
here on Saturday.
The 21-year-old Indian stamped
his class and got the better of
2018 Youth Olympics champion
Zalan Peklar of Hungary 16-12 to
claim the top prize. Reigning jun-
ior world champion Tomar had
earlier topped the qualification
round with a score of 593. This
was Tomar's second Shooting
World Cup gold, having won his
first in New Delhi last year. The
Madhya Pradesh shooter's gold
was India's fourth in the ongoing
competition. India consolidated
its position as the leader in the
medal tally with a total of nine
medals (four gold, four silver and
one bronze). Though Peklar gave
a tough challenge in the final,
Tomar kept his cool and brought

out the big shots from his reper-
toire to keep himself ahead in
the final moments.
The seasoned Istvan, also from
Hungary, bagged the bronze in
the event. In the ranking round,
Tomar had shot perfect scores in
the first two kneeling and prone
positions but had lost all of his
seven points in the final standing
position.
Another Indian in the fray, Chain
Singh finished seventh in the
final event.
Earlier in the day, India missed
out on a medal as 2019 World
Cup champion Manu Bhakar suf-
fered a heart-breaking loss to
finish fourth in the women's 25m
Pistol final event.
After doing well in ranking
matches that saw her perform
way better than the eventual
gold winner Xiu Hong Teh of
Singapore, Manu was eliminated
with just nine hits to her name in
the final.

Aishwary Tomar wins gold in
Changwon Shooting World Cup

Lahore, Jul 16 (PTI):

Pakistan's fast-bowling great
Shoaib Akhtar has hit out at
Virat Kohli's critics and remind-
ed them that the former India
captain's 70 international hun-
dreds weren't scored in "aunt's
backyard" or while playing
"candy crush video game".
Kohli's painfully long lean
patch of nearly three years has
led to calls for his ouster from
the T20 World Cup team, with
even the legendary Kapil Dev
voicing support for his exclu-
sion. While Akhtar said he
respects Dev's opinion that
continuing with the woefully
out-of-form Kohli is unfair to a
performing junior, the
Pakistani reminded everyone
that it takes a lot of effort to
score 43 ODI and 27 Test hun-
dreds.

Terrassa (Spain), Jul 16 (PTI):

Young forward
Lalremsiami believes that
the Indian women's hock-
ey team has learnt lessons
from its disappointing
World Cup campaign and
is looking to start afresh in
the upcoming
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Indian women's team
finished a poor ninth at
the mega event.

"We are disappointed
with the outcome. I think
we could have done better,
but at the end, you need to
accept, move on and focus
on the positive learnings
from the campaign. We
will work on the mistakes
and start afresh for the
Commonwealth Games,"
said Lalremsiami, who
featured in all the six
World Cup matches.

India finished ninth at
the FIH Hockey Women's
World Cup. They regis-

tered two draws against
England (1-1) and China (1-
1) respectively and lost 3-4
to New Zealand in the pool
stage. They then suffered a
0-1 loss to Spain in
crossover and missed out
on qualifying for the quar-
ter-final stage. However,
India defeated Canada 1-1
(3-2 SO) and Japan 3-1 to fin-
ish ninth. The 22-year-old,
who scored a goal against
New Zealand, said things
did not go as per planned in
the World Cup.

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI):

The legendary Kapil
Dev wondered if Virat
Kohli was indeed rested or
ignored for the upcoming
five T20Is against the West
Indies, hinting that the
word "dropped" may have
been avoided as he "is not
an ordinary" cricketer.

Kohli's lean run is now
into its third year, the mod-
ern-day great last scoring
an international century
in 2019, something that re-
cently prompted Dev to
say that the team manage-
ment can't go by reputa-
tion only.

The former India skip-
per will not feature in the
the five-match T20I series
against the West Indies, to
be played in the Caribbean
and the United States from
July 29. "It's not like India

haven't played without
Virat in the last five to six
years, but I want such a
player to be back in form.
He might have been
dropped or rested but
there's still a lot of cricket
left in him," Dev told ABP
News.

India's first World Cup
winning-captain added,
"Play Ranji Trophy or
score runs anywhere. His
confidence needs to be
back. This is the difference
between a great and a good
player. "A great player like
him shouldn't take so
much time to get back in
form. He has to fight with
himself and get things in
order." Last week, Dev said
that a if a bowler with the
pedigree of Ravichandran
Ashwin could be dropped
from the Test team then so
can Kohli.

Kohli might have been
dropped or rested for WI

T20Is: Kapil Dev

Don’t pull Kohli down,
those 70 hundreds

weren’t scored in aunt's
backyard: Shoaib

Will work on our mistakes,
start afresh for CWG:

Hockey star Lalremsiami

Galle Test fascinatingly poised
after 12-wicket opening day

Pakistan’s Hasan Ali (R) and captain Babar Azam walk back to the pavilion at the end of the first day
of play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International
Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 16.

Kashmiri Pandits welcome
Hajis returning from Saudi 

Srinagar, Jul 16 (PTI): 

In a heart-warming ges-
ture, a group of Kashmiri
Pandits on Saturday wel-
comed the first batch of
Haj pilgrims returning
from Saudi Arabia and re-
cited praises for Prophet
Mohammed at the airport
here.

The group of Kashmiri
Pandits stood outside the
terminal building of the
Srinagar international air-
port and welcomed the
first batch of 145 Hajis who
reached here in the morn-
ing on the first return
flight from the annual pil-

grimage in Saudi Arabia
to the Valley. The Pandits
congratulated the Hajis for
completing the pilgrimage
and sought their blessings.
They offered roses to the
pilgrims. The members of
the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity also recited naats'
(eulogies) to Prophet
Mohammed.

A video of the gesture
went viral on social media.
The video was posted on
Twitter by PDP spokesper-
son Mohit Bhan, who him-
self belongs to the
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity. Our Kashmiri Pandits
welcoming Hajis at
Srinagar airport today by
singing traditional Naat
seeking the blessings of
Prophet.

Chennai, Jul 16 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK's Lok
Sabha MP, S Senthilkumar
objected to 'Bhoomi Puja' for
a road project by a Hindu
priest and said that repre-
sentatives of all religions
should be invited to offer
prayers for any such event.
The Dharmapuri Lok Sabha
MP, on his arrival at the spot
in his home district asked an
official if he was aware a
government function should
not be held in such a manner
involving prayers of only
one particular religion.

"Sir, Do you have instruc-
tions or not that govern-
ment functions should not
be held like this. Are you
aware or not," he asked.
Pointing to a saffron robes

clad Hindu
priest, the MP
asked the offi-
cial: "What is
this? Where are
the other reli-
gions?, Where is
the Christian
and Muslim?
Invite the
Church father,
the Imam, invite
those who do
not profess any religion, the
athiests, the Dravidar
Kazhagam (representa-
tives)," he said. Dravidar
Kazhagam, a rationalist out-
fit founded by social justice
icon Periyar E V Ramasamy
is the parent body of the rul-
ing DMK. To a question
from the MP, the official
identified himself as a

Public Works
D e p a r t m e n t
E x e c u t i v e
Engineer and
tendered an
apology to the
Parliamen-tari-
an. "This is the
Dravidian model
of governance.
The government
is for people be-
longing to all

faiths," the MP told the offi-
cial. He also made it clear
he is not against perform-
ance of puja. However, such
events should involve all
faiths. "Do it by inviting
everyone." Senthilkumar
shared a short video of the
conversation between him
and the official on his twit-
ter handle. "Trying to Keep

my cool. At times they make
me to lose my patience," the
MP tweeted. The MP ad-
vised officials present to
'clear' everything, apparent-
ly referring to preparations
to hold Bhoomi Puja by the
Hindu priest alone. The
event is for a road project in
Dharmapuri District.

The MP, who appeared ag-
gressive, also said that such
prayers were not performed
in government events partic-
ipated by Chief Minister M
K Stalin. Senthilkumar also
advised officials to not invite
him to such events involving
prayers of a particular reli-
gion. After dialogue with the
officials, the MP inaugurat-
ed the project and apparent-
ly no prayers were held as
originally scheduled.

New Delhi, July 16 (PTI): 

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena has given his nod to
an Anti Corruption
Branch-probe into alleged
charges of bribery against
an officer earlier posted as
deputy secretary in the
chief minister's office, offi-
cial sources said on
Saturday. The officer was
accused of seeking "mone-
tary benefits" and also "ha-
rassing" a civil defence vol-
unteer, they said.

An immediate reaction
on the issue was not avail-
able from the Delhi govern-
ment. "The Lt Governor
has granted approval to the
ACB to conduct investiga-
tion against Mukul
Manrai, the then Deputy
Secretary in Chief
Minister's Office (CMO),
looking after Jan Samvad,

the Public Grievance
Management System
(PGMS)," they said.

The approval was given
under Section (17A) of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act (PoC Act), 1988. The of-
ficer was charged for al-
legedly demanding mone-
tary gratification from a
civil defence volunteer
(CDV) for certifying his at-
tendance register, sources
said. The officer, currently
posted at the Revenue de-
partment, had also written
to the Civil Defence office
for removal of the volun-
teer who could not even get
his last month's salary,
they said.

"Similar complaints by
hundreds of other CDVs
were doing rounds and it
was suspected that the offi-
cer using the cover of CMO
had established a racket of

monthly collections from
the civil defence volun-
teers," sources said. The
complainant civil defence
volunteer had also fur-
nished a "video recording"
of the accused officer de-
manding money, they said.

The complaint along with
the audio recording as evi-
dence, was received in
November, 2017. But the mat-
ter was being shuffled
among Directorate of
Vigilance (DoV), General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Administrative
Reforms Department and
the Education department,
they said. Upon receiving
the complaint along with a
video recording, the ACB
began enquiry by sending
the CD of the recording to
the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) for au-
thentication.

Hyderabad, Jul 16 (PTI): 

TRS Working President
K T Rama Rao on Saturday
demanded that the Centre
provide details, if the
Agriculture Ministry's
claim about income of
farmers in the country dou-
bling is true. "If the claim
of the Agriculture Dept is
true, I request the Hon'ble
@PMOIndia to furnish the
details to the people of this
country 1) How many mil-
lions of farmers doubled
their Income? 2) Which
states are these farmers
from? 3) Which initiative of
Govt was key to achieve
this?" he asked in a tweet.
Rama Rao, son of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao, was responding to a
tweet by the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare, Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare. "In response to the
PM's clarion call for dou-
bling the farmers' income,
the income of very large
number of farmers has
more than doubled," the de-
partment tweeted. The TRS
and BJP have been engaged
in political one-upmanship
as they gear up for next
year's Legislative Assembly
polls in the state.

Ranchi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Saturday said that the gov-
ernment will soon bring a
policy in which the stu-
dents who are preparing
for the competitive exami-
nations will be provided fi-
nancial assistance.

Soren was speaking
here at the launch of
Jharkhand State
Employment of local can-
didates in private sector
and distribution of ap-
pointment letters to
around 11,000 youths in
private sector.

The CM said that the
cabinet has approved the
rules for the new policy in
private sector on Friday.
Under the new policy, pri-
vate companies have to

provide a reservation of 75
per cent for local people,
he said.

Addressing the youths
who received appointment
letters, CM said, The stu-
dents who want to prepare
for any competitive exami-
nations such as JPSC,

UPSC, Engineering or
Medical, government will
provide financial support
for their preparations. We
are going to bring a policy
in this regard very soon.

He said that the recruit-
ment exercise has been on
for past few days in the
state. We recently gave ap-
pointment letters to more
than 250 people, who
cracked the JPSC exami-
nations. Of the total, 35
persons belonged to below
poverty line (BPL) which
is a big achievement. We
also made the recruitment
of agriculture officers and
staff in forensic labs for
the first time, Soren said.

Jharkhand is termed as
backward state. But, we
will be making it a leading
state of the country in
next five to seven years.

For this, we need coopera-
tion from all, he said.

Jharkhand's Labour
minister Satyanand
Bhokta, Rural
Development minister
Alamgir Alam and Rajya
Sabha MP Mahua Manjhi
were also present on the
occasion.

Labour, Employment,
Training and Skill
Department Secretary
Praveen Kumar Toppo
said that as many as 11,391
youths, who got jobs in the
private sector since April
this year, were given ap-
pointment letters.

Of the total, 5,332 youths
got jobs in the apparel sec-
tor, 1,041 in health care,
1,168 in management and
entrepreneurship, 785 in
automotive and 118 in tele-
com sector, he said.

UGCF will not reduce 
workload of teachers: DU VC

New Delhi, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
has denied the claims that
implementation of the
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
will reduce the workload
of teachers, and said that
the issue is being "politi-
cised". Formulated under
the New Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, UGCF will be
implemented from the aca-
demic year 2022-23.

Teachers, especially
from the English depart-
ment, in particular had
claimed that there would
be a massive reduction of
almost 30 to 40 percent in
the existing workload.
"The government has
brought some reform and
we should welcome it.

There will be no displace-
ment of teachers," he told
PTI in an interview earli-
er this week.

"It is easy to politicise
issues. When the three-
year course will be done
in four years, how will the
workload be reduced?" he
asked. Singh said that the
workload will be calculat-
ed on the basis of the four-
year programme and not
a year.

The VC further said,
"The Executive Council
has also passed a resolu-
tion that no teacher will
be displaced. Any admin-
istrative decision will be
taken on the basis of the
four year undergraduate
course".

Over 400 English teach-
ers of the Delhi
University (DU) had re-

cently urged the vice
chancellor to restore the
workload of their depart-
ment which they fear will
be "massively reduced"
due to the implementation
of undergraduate curricu-
lum framework from the
2022-23 academic session
and will lead to loss of
livelihoods.

In the letter, the teach-
ers had said the UGCF
structure mentions that
the Ability Enhancement
Courses (AEC) are offered
only in the languages in-
cluded in the VIII
Schedule and that does
not include English,
which would lead to re-
duction in workload.

"The English language
teachers will remain with
us. We will be have skill
courses and English will

form a major part of it.
These courses will include
creative writing, conversa-
tion, English communica-
tion skills. Apart from
that there will also be
value added courses of
English that will be taught
by the teachers of the de-
partment," he said.

"Who will think of re-
ducing the burden?" the
VC asked. Singh also ad-
dressed the criticism
around the Multiple
Entry and Exit Scheme
(MEES), wherein a sec-
tion of teachers have al-
leged that the new system
will increase the number
of dropouts, more so
among women. "If you
will teach properly, why
will a student leave. This
is politicisation of the
issue," he said.

p Recite praises 
for Prophet
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Security personnel during a simulated Anti-terror response exercise carried out at Lahori Gate, ahead of the
Independence Day 2022, in New Delhi, Saturday.

MOCK DRILL

A mother and her son look for shelter as others stand under a tree, during heavy monsoon rain at Alipore Zoological
Garden in Kolkata, Saturday. 

IN SEARCH OF SHELTER

‘Students for competitive exams
will get financial support’

‘Furnish details on 
claims of doubling of

farmers’ income’
Mumbai, Jul 16 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Saturday asked the admin-
istration to initiate long-
term planning for a road de-
velopment project to ease
traffic congestion in the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), officials
said. The chief minister
asked the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) to take the lead
in initiating such a project
which will include the con-
struction of by-passes, fly-
overs, service roads and un-
derpasses, a release said
here. District collectors and
municipal commissioners
within the MMR -- which in-
cludes satellite towns in the

neighbouring Thane,
Palghar and Raigad dis-
tricts -- should extend coop-
eration over land acquisi-
tion and other issues, the
chief minister said. Traffic
on highways, especially
that coming from the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT) and
Ahmedabad, should be reg-
ulated, he added. Municipal
corporations in the MMR
should ensure that roads
under their jurisdiction are
pothole-free, Shinde told the
officials. The MMRDA, a
state-run planning authori-
ty for Mumbai, and the
Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC) should appoint
special officers to deal with
potholes, the chief minister
directed.
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Ranchi, July 16 PTI):
Democracy stands "ruined"
in the country, Yashwant
Sinha, the joint nominee of
the opposition parties in
the upcoming presidential
polls said here on Saturday.
He said the presidential
election should not be
made a question of identity,
but a fight for ideology.
Sinha, who was minister in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
cabinet and an MP from
Hazaribag, met the JMM
executive president and
state Chief Minister
Hemant Soren and sought
the party's support and at-
tended a meeting of
Congress legislators ahead
of the July 18 presidential
election. "When I started
the campaign (for the pres-
idential poll) last month I
had said that democracy is
in danger. But now when I
am concluding the cam-
paign today, I can say that
the democracy stands 
ruined in the country,"
Sinha said at a press con-
ference later.
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