
Support 
RRaanncchhii:: Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha Chief Shibu
Soren on Thursday said
his party will support
NDA presidential nominee
Droupadi Murmu in the
July 18 election. It is for
the first time that a tribal
woman has got an oppor-
tunity to become
President of India.

Damaged 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Six vehicles,
including four cars, got
damaged after a tree fell
on the road at Masjid Mor
in south Delhi on
Thursday, police said. A
senior police officer said
the incident took place
around 2 pm. Six vehicles
-- four cars, a two-wheel-
er and a mini-truck -- got
damaged, he added.

Arrested 
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: Eight people
were arrested on
Thursday in Jamshedpur
in Jharkhand in connec-
tion with the violent
protests over the
Aginpath scheme, an offi-
cer said. A team of the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) arrested them from
the Telco police station
area, he said.

20-yr RI 
MMaannggaalluurruu:: A fast track
court in Udupi district has
sentenced a man to 20
years of rigorous imprison-
ment for sexually abusing
a minor girl after promis-
ing to marry her. The sen-
tence was pronounced by
judge Srinivas Suvarna.
The convict is Kiran (28) of
Kodavoor in the district.
He had befriended the 16-
year-old girl and repeated-
ly sexually abused her. 

Traffic hit 
PPaallgghhaarr:: The movement
of vehicles on Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Highway was
affected due to heavy
rains and rivers in spate
in Maharashtra's Palghar
district on Thursday, offi-
cials said. Waterlogging
was witnessed on
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Highway in Navsari and
other parts of Gujarat,
which has slowed the
movement of vehicles,
Palghar district collector
Dr Manik Gursal said.

Fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten people
were rescued after a fire
broke out at a hotel in
central Delhi's Paharganj
area early Thursday
morning, officials said.
They said a call about a
blaze at 'Roma Delux'
hotel in Paharganj was
received around 4.24 am,
following which four fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot.
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NDA's presidential 
candidate Droupadi Murmu
being felicitated during her
visit to meet NDA MLAs, in

Mumbai, Thursday.
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Raipur, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Liquor will get costlier in
Chhattisgarh, as the state
government has decided to
increase the additional ex-
cise duty on alcoholic bev-
erages, state Minister
Mohammed Akbar said on
Thursday.

A decision in this regard
was taken during a cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
here during the day, he
said. Speaking to reporters
here, the state forest minis-
ter said the cabinet has
given its nod to the new
fisheries policy replacing
the existing one and its de-
tails will be presented in

the state Assembly sched-
uled to be held from July 20.

The cabinet has given a
nod to increase additional
excise duty on liquor in
order to meet the excise
revenue target for 2022-23,
to fund the development of
'gauthans' (places in vil-
lages where animals are
kept in day time, which are
being developed as rural in-

dustrial parks by the gov-
ernment) and other devel-
opment activities, Akbar
said.

Earlier, the additional ex-
cise duty was Rs 5 per bot-
tle of liquor, which will
now be Rs 10, he said.

The minister further
said a proposal for the for-
mation of the District
Strike Force (DSF) cadre by
dissolving the sanctioned
posts of assistant consta-
bles in the state has also
been approved.

The move will remove
the discrepancies related to
the salary of assistant con-
stables, he said.

The cabinet has also ap-
proved a proposal to in-
crease the limit under the
voluntary grant of the chief
minister from Rs 40 crore to

Rs 70 crore per annum, he
said.

In other decisions, the
cabinet decided to provide
standalone rolling mills
under HV-4 category steel
industry with concession
in energy cess under a spe-
cial relief package of the
state government from July
1 till March 31 next year, so
that it may sustain the com-
petition despite the chal-
lenges of economic slow-
down, he said.

The cabinet has ap-
proved the Chhattisgarh
Ground Water
(Management and
Regulation) Bill-2022 and
the draft of the amendment
bill, 2022 under the
Chhattisgarh Ministers
(Salaries and Allowances)
Act, 1972, Akbar added.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday dismissed with
an "exemplary" cost of Rs
five lakh a plea seeking a
CBI probe into the pur-
ported massacre of some
tribals, allegedly by secu-
rity forces, in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Dantewada district in
2009.

The apex court, while
noting that the power to
transfer an investigation
must be used "sparingly"
and only "in exceptional
circumstances", said that
filing of charge sheets at
the conclusion of the
probe into the various
FIRs referred to in the
matter would indicate that

the alleged massacre was
at the end of the
Naxalites.

It said the cost shall be
paid by social activist
Himanshu Kumar, who
was the petitioner number
one in the plea, within
four weeks failing which

it would be open for the
authority concerned to
take appropriate steps in
accordance with law for
recovery of the requisite
amount.

The top court said it is
"really taken by surprise"
that the counsel appearing

for the petitioners was ab-
solutely oblivious of the
fact that all the FIRs were
probed by the concerned
investigating agencies
and charge sheets were
filed in different courts of
the state for the offences
under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including that
of murder and dacoity.

"In the overall view of
the matter, we have
reached the conclusion
that no case, worth the
name, has been made out
by the writ petitioners for
any further investigation
much less through an in-
dependent agency to be
appointed by this court," a
bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and J B
Pardiwala said.

Patiala, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A court here on Thursday dismissed an
appeal filed by Punjabi singer Daler
Mehndi against his two-year jail term in a
human trafficking case.

Mehndi was taken into police custody
after the court of Additional Sessions
Judge H S Grewal dismissed his appeal.
Now, his medical examination will be con-
ducted. A Patiala court in March 2018 had
sentenced Mehndi to two years in jail in
the 2003 human trafficking case. A fine of
Rs 1,000 was also imposed on him. Mehndi
was then released on a bail bond.

The Patiala police had booked Mehndi
and his brother Shamsher Mehndi on a
complaint filed by one Bakshish Singh.

Over 30 more complaints, levelling
charges of fraud against the brothers, also
came up later. The complainants had al-
leged that the brothers had taken "passage
money" from them to help them migrate
to the United States illegally but failed to
do so. The complainant had also alleged
that the singer had taken money for tak-
ing him to Canada. It was also alleged that

the Mehndi brothers took two troupes in
1998 and 1999 during the course of which
10 persons were taken to the US as group
members and "dropped off" illegally.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Four-nation grouping
'I2U2' has established a
positive agenda and its
framework is a good
model for practical coop-
eration in the face of in-
creasing global uncer-
tainties, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday at the first vir-
tual summit of the coali-
tion.

With US President Joe
Biden, Israeli Prime
Minister Yair Lapid and
UAE President
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan listening, Modi
said the grouping would
make an important con-
tribution in areas of en-
ergy security, food secu-
rity and economic
growth.

"We have identified
joint projects in many

areas, and have also pre-
pared a roadmap to move
forward in them," he said
in his televised address.

"We have agreed to in-
crease joint investment
in six critical areas of
water, energy, transporta-
tion, space, health and
food security under the
I2U2 framework," Modi
added.

He said the cooperative

framework of the group-
ing is a good model for
practical cooperation in
the midst of increasing
global uncertainties.

"It is clear that the vi-
sion and agenda of I2U2
is progressive and practi-
cal."

The grouping is known
as 'I2U2' with "I" standing
for India and Israel and
"U" for the US and UAE.

"By mobilising the mu-
tual strengths of our
countries -- capital, ex-
pertise and markets -- we
can accelerate our agen-
da, and contribute signif-
icantly to the global econ-
omy," Modi said.

"I am confident that
with I2U2, we will make a
significant contribution
towards energy security,
food security and eco-
nomic growth at the glob-
al level," he added.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Amid a row over a new list of
'unparliamentary' expressions,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Thursday asserted that no
word is banned from use in
Parliament but only expunged
on the basis of context and all
members are free to express
their views.
He also rejected the criticism
that the BJP-led government
at the Centre was behind the
selection of 'unparliamentary'
words, asserting that legisla-
tures are independent of any
government and the executive
cannot give any instruction to
Parliament.
The updated list of unparlia-
mentary words include 'jumla-
jeevi', 'ashamed', 'taanashah',
'abused', 'betrayed', 'corrupt',
'drama', 'hypocrisy', 'incompe-
tent', drawing sharp reaction
from opposition.
As a controversy erupted, Birla
addressed a press conference

to clarify the issue. He said
bringing out such a booklet of
unparliamentary words and
expressions has been a prac-
tice since 1954. It is updated
routinely including expunged
words from state legislatures
as well.
"No word has been banned.
Members are free to express
their views. No one can snatch
that right, but it should be as
per decorum of Parliament,"
Birla told reporters even as
the Opposition targeted the
government, accusing it of
listing every word used by
them to "describe how BJP
was destroying India" as
unparliamentary.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court agreed to
hear on Friday a plea of an editor
of a TV news channel challenging
the summons issued to him for
playing a doctored clip of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
during the telecast of a pro-
gramme on July 1. A bench com-
prising Chief Justice N V Ramana
and Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli was urged by senior
lawyer Siddhartha Dave that the
matter be listed urgently as the
editor of the channel has not been
protected. He noted that the news
anchor (Rohit Ranjan) of the
channel has been granted protec-
tion against coercive action in the
matter. The bench agreed to hear
the plea on Friday. A vacation
bench of Justices Indira Banerjee
and J K Maheshwari on July 8 had
granted relief to Ranjan and
restrained various state authori-
ties from taking coercive steps
against him in connection with
multiple FIRs for playing a doc-
tored clip of Gandhi.

Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A kickboxer from
Mysuru who went into
coma after suffering griev-
ous injury at a kickboxing
event in the city on July 10
has died in a private hospi-
tal, police said.

A FIR has been regis-
tered at the Jnanabharathi
police station in this con-
nection. According to po-
lice, the state-level 'K1
Kickboxing championship'
was organised at a gym at
Jnanajyothi Nagar in the
city on July 10 by the
Kengeri-based K-1 Kick
Boxing Organisation,
Karnataka. During the
event, Nikhil S, 23, suffered
a blow from his opponent
and collapsed inside the
ring. He was immediately
rushed to a private hospital

where he remained in
coma for two days and suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
July 12. The FIR was regis-
tered against K1
Kickboxing Association
and its head coach Naveen
Ravishankar on a com-
plaint by Nikhil's father
Suresh P, who is also said to
be a former kickboxer.

Suresh said in his com-
plaint that there were
many lapses committed by
the organisers due to which
his son died. He alleged
that the thickness of the
cushion was insufficient
due to which after falling
on the floor, he suffered se-
vere head injury, which led
to his death. There were no
paramedical team, oxygen
cylinders, stretcher and no
vehicles to ferry the in-
jured to the hospital.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Alt News co-founder Mohd
Zubair on Thursday moved
the Supreme Court seeking
quashing of six FIR lodged
against him in several dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh.

In his fresh plea, Zubair
has also sought interim bail
in all six cases.

The plea of Zubair has also
challenged the constitution
of the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) by the UP govern-
ment to probe the six cases.

It said that all the six FIRs
filed in UP that have been
transferred to the SIT for in-
vestigation are the subject
matter of the FIR which is
being probed by the Delhi po-
lice special cell. In the alter-
native prayer, the plea draft-
ed by advocate Vrinda
Grover, Soutik Banerjee,
Devika Tulsiani, and Mannat

Tipnis and filed through ad-
vocate Aakarsh Kamra, also
sought clubbing of six FIRs
with the FIR lodged in Delhi
and has been arrested by the
police. On July 12, the Uttar
Pradesh Police constituted a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) for a "transparent" and
expeditious probe into cases
lodged against Zubair in var-
ious districts of the state.

The SIT is headed by
Inspector General (Prisons)
Preetinder Singh while IG
Amit Verma will be its mem-
ber. Separate FIRs have been
lodged against Zubair in
Sitapur, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar,
and Hathras districts on
charges of allegedly hurting
religious feelings, making
sarcastic remarks on news
anchors, disrespecting
Hindu gods, and inflammato-
ry posts.

Chennai, Jul 14:

Four hospitals in Tamil
Nadu were ordered to shut
permanently by the state
health department for their
alleged involvement in the
sale of egg cells of a 16-year-
old. The girl was forced by
her mother to donate her egg
cells eight times to various
fertility centres.

"Only adult married
women in the 21-35 age group
with a child are permitted to
donate oocyte, only once. In
this case the girl was forced
into this several times," said
Ma Subramanian, the state
Health Minister, listing a se-
ries of violations identified
by a probe committee.

Oocyte is an immature
ovum or an egg cell involved
in reproduction.

"An Aadhar card was
forged to show the minor girl
as an adult. A fictitious hus-

band's consent was ob-
tained," Mr Subramanian
added. The hospitals were ac-
cused of violating the
Assisted Reproductive
Technology Act. They nei-
ther have qualified counsel-
lors nor did they counsel the
donor girl of the pros and
cons of the procedure, the in-
quiry committee found.

Action has also been initi-
ated under the Aadhaar and
POCSO acts. These hospitals
could be fined up to ? 50 lakh
and those involved, includ-
ing doctors, get a jail term of
ten years under the Assisted
Reproductive Technology
Act, the state health minister
said. The hospitals would get
two weeks to shut in the in-
terest of their patients. Two
of these hospitals would also
lose their empanelment
under the state health insur-
ance scheme, the health de-
partment said.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

In a relief to students enrolled
in schools run by the railways,
the Railway Board on Thursday
withdrew its earlier orders to
either shut or merge its schools
in the country with Kendriya
Vidyalayas.
In an order issued on Thursday,
the Railway Board said the
national transporter provides
educational facilities in the
form of railway schools within
the constraint of available
resources, "purely as a meas-
ure of staff welfare to cater to
the needs of children of railway
employees at such places
where educational facilities
provided by other agencies are
inadequate". Letters by the
Railway Board, dated
September 28, 2021 and
October 25, 2021, issued
instructions that an assessment

be conducted and feasibility be
explored of closure/merger of
railway schools. This also
included identification of
schools to be handed over to
the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan. It was also empha-
sised that no promotions in
Group-B/Senior Scale/Junior
Administrative Grade be
processed or recruitment be
done where rationalisation of
schools was being planned.
"The above instructions stand
withdrawn with immediate
effect and revival of railway
schools having potential to pro-
vide basic education service
may be done. It has now been
decided that the existing railway
schools will continue to function
under a revised scheme envis-
aged by the Department of
School Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education...," the
Board said.

CABINET DECISION

Liquor to be dearer in state 
̈ Govt to levy 

additional excise duty 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASE

Daler Mehndi sentenced to jail 

Singer Daler Mehndi being taken to jail after 
sentencing for his involvement in a human 
trafficking case, at District Court complex in
Patiala, Thursday.

‘I2U2’ established a positive agenda: PM

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi addresses the I2U2 

virtual Summit, in New Delhi,
Thursday.

MASSACRE OF TRIBALS IN DANTEWADA

SC rejects plea seeking CBI probe

Court said the cost of Rs 5 lakh shall be paid by social activist
Himanshu Kumar, who was the petitioner number one in the
plea, within four weeks failing which it would be open for the
authority concerned to take appropriate steps in accordance
with law for recovery of the requisite amount. The top court
said it is "really taken by surprise" that the counsel appearing
for the petitioners was absolutely oblivious of the fact that all
the FIRs were probed by the concerned investigating agencies
and charge sheets were filed in different courts of the state for
the offences under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), including that
of murder and dacoity.

Apex Court slams Rs 5 lakh on petitioner

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) personnel
conduct a rescue operation to save stranded locals
from the flood-hit Chikhli town following heavy mon-
soon rains, in Navsari, Thursday.

RESCUE OPERATION SC to hear
plea of editor

today

ROW OVER ‘UNPARLIAMENTARY’ WORDS SHOCKING TRUTH

Kickboxer suffers grievous
injury in ring, dies

Zubair moves SC seeking quashing
of FIR lodged against him

A Hathras court on Thursday
remanded Alt News co-
founder Mohammed Zubair to
14 days' judicial custody in a
case in which he is accused of
hurting religious sentiments,
his lawyer said. Zubair was
produced before Chief Judicial
Magistrate Shivkumari under
heavy security in connection
with a case filed at the Sadar
Kotwali police station on June
14. The journalist who found-
ed a fact-checking website
faces similar cases in differ-
ent places over a Twitter post
four years back, which the
complainants say outraged
Hindu sentiments.
Zubair was brought to the
Hathras court from Delhi's
Tihar jail with a Delhi Police
escort, and remanded to judi-
cial custody till July 27.

Zubair remanded to 

14-day judicial custody

‘No word banned’

Four TN hospitals ordered
shut over sale of girl’s eggs

RELIEF TO STUDENTS

Railways withdrew order to
close/merge its schools with KVs Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Police have
arrested two ruffians on
charges of thefts. The ac-
cused trespassed into the
houses during late
evening and night hours
and burgled mobile
phones. Police have seized
four nos mobile phones
from their possession.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that considering
the rising cases of thefts,
the joint teams of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit and
various police stations
were activated to trace the
accused. Police are main-
taining vigil on the activi-
ties of habitual offenders
and criminals who have
been recently released
from jail.

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
some suspects who were

trying to sell mobile
phones. Police team swung
into action and the sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody. During interrogation,
the suspects confessed to
have stolen mobile phones
from different places.

The accused are identi-
fied as Preetam Singh (21)
son of Indrasan a resident

of Milan Square, Camp-02
and Jitendra alias Ullu (23)
son of Brahmashankar
Kevat a resident of
Chhawani. Four nos mo-
bile phones worth Rs 60500
were recovered from them.
They have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 457, 380 
of IPC.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
visited Bhilai-Charoda
Municipal Corporation on
Thursday to oversee the
status of implementation
of development projects
and city sanitation
arrangements. He gave in-
structions to Commissio-
ner Kirtiman Rathore to set
up vending zones to facili-
tate small traders doing
business in the market as
well as roadsides.

The Collector said that
by creating a vending zone,
these small traders will get
convenience. Traffic will
also be regulated on the
very busy Bhilai-3 roads.
He directed the
Commissioner to identify

the land at the earliest for
this purpose. Collector said
that the issue of vehicle
parking is also important
for the market. Due to the
lack of adequate parking,
the market becomes chaot-
ic and the traffic pressure
increases a lot. Hence there
must be a suitable and suf-
ficient place for parking.
Collector gave instructions
for tree plantation on the

divider of GE Road and
gave instructions for land-
scaping on roadsides. He
said that along with plant-
ing saplings on the divider,
the work of saving them is
to be done on priority. He
instructed the officials to
prepare an action plan for
this project. The Collector
said that the plantation will
enhance the beauty of the
road. Along with this, land-

scaping will also make the
entire path beautiful. The
Collector also directed the
Corporation officials to
plant saplings on both the
sides of Padum Nagar
road. Collector said that the
corporation officers should
ensure that the merchants
do not keep the material of
the shops on the road. Give
the first warning and if the
shopkeeper overlooks the
matter, take strict action
and impose a fine. The
Collector asked the corpo-
ration officials to monitor
the cleanliness system reg-
ularly and added that the
markets should be cleaned
at regular intervals. Strict
action should be taken
against those who throw
garbage outside. The
Collector said that most of

the citizens cooperate in
maintaining city sanita-
tion, but there are some ele-
ments who do not take care
of cleanliness. Strict action
is necessary against such
people as per rules.

Collector said that the
problem of stray animals is
also very important. Due to
their presence on the road,
traffic movement becomes
very difficult and the
chance of accidents in-
creases. The areas of Bhilai
Charoda Corporation are
one of the busiest places in
the district. In such a situa-
tion, it is necessary to re-
move the animals from the
roads. There is a high risk
of accidents during the
night, so maintenance of
street lights etc is also 
necessary.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Police have
arrested two persons with
illicit liquor. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Durg Police is
regularly taking action
against the people in-
volved in illegal trade of
narcotics, liquor and in-
toxicants.

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
two bootleggers who were
selling illicit liquor near
Urla Crematorium. Police
team swung into action
and the suspects were
taken into custody.

Police recovered 36
quarters of country liquor
from Gautam Rangari (21)
of Ambedkar nagar, Urla.

In another incident, Police
arrested Durgesh Sahu
(21) son of Mahaveer Sahu
a resident of Vijay Nagar,
Durg with 34 quarters of

country liquor at Ganj
Mandi in Durg. The ac-
cused have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in Excise Act.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Bhilai Steel
Plant has been taking up
various initiatives for im-
proving safety and increas-
ing Digitalisation in line
with Government of
India's Digital Initiatives.

After having completed
two projects in areas of
Vehicle Tracking System
for commercial vehicles
and Test Certificates and
Area Pass system for sales
vehicles, the Plant has
now introduced Digital
Signature in Invoices. The
project was inaugurated
by Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BSP in
presence of Executive
Directors, Chief General
Managers, and other offi-

cials from related depart-
ments.

The project of digital
signatures in Invoices and
Test Certificates using a
special hardware to store
signatures in Hardware
Security Module (HSM)
which is integrated with
SAP system has been suc-
cessfully implemented.
This is a first project of its
kind in all of SAIL units

where digital signatures,
stored in HSM servers, are
being used for digital sign-
ing of documents, in place
of dongle-based signa-
tures.

The digitally signed doc-
uments are stored in
servers for future refer-
ence. The major benefits
from the system are readi-
ness for electronic sharing
of documents with the

customers, thereby reduc-
ing SAIL-BSP's carbon
footprint. Quicker avail-
ability of documents with
customers shall result in
faster realization of re-
ceivables from the cus-
tomers.

PK Jha, CGM (C&IT)
gave a brief overview of
the project highlighting
the benefits to the Plant. A
presentation on the project
was given by Samir Gupta,
GM (C&IT) and JPS
Chauhan, GM (C&IT). M/s
PC Solutions New Delhi is
the implementation part-
ner for the Digital
Signature project.
Adequate precautions for
information and data secu-
rity have been ensured in
all projects.

SRI Kumhari celebrates
Gurpurnima

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: The pot-
ter, which leads us from
darkness to light. The
Guru sows the seeds of
knowledge by eradicat-
ing our ignorance.

Guru is the person who
rejoices at our success
and sacrifices everything
for our welfare. Guru
burns continuously like

a lamp and spreads rays
of light in our life.

Gurupurnima festival
was celebrated in Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar Group
of Institutions (SRI)
Kumari with the bless-
ings of the Chairman of
the Institute, Ravi
Shankar Maharaj. This
holy festival was cele-
brated under the guid-
ance of Vice Chairman of

the Institute, Dr JK
Upadhyaya.

On this occasion, the
Director of the institute
Chandrakant Mahobia,
Deputy Director Om
Prakash Tripathi,
Principal Dr Preeti
Gurnani and all the stu-
dents of B.Ed third se-
mester received the bless-
ings of the Chairman of
the institution.

SHG produces Rose Water, 
Tulsi extract and Gau-ark

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Women of
self-help groups of Patora
have set a new example for
other groups by starting the
production of rose water.
There is a tough competi-
tion for the sale of tradi-
tional products, so they
chose a completely new
product, which is not pro-
duced locally at all.

Due to the logistic ex-
penses, this product is
available to the local con-
sumers at very expensive
prices. It was difficult to
think about the production
and sale of rose water. But
the SHG women made it
possible with the encour-
agement of district admin-
istration.

Premlata Sahu, President
of Ekta Self Help Group, in-
formed that the District
Panchayat officials had
asked them to produce such
items which are different
from the traditional prod-

ucts and have good demand
in the market. When the
SHG women sought sugges-
tions, the District
Panchayat officials advised
them to produce rose water,
tulsi extract and gauark etc
and sell it through C-Mart.

The district administra-
tion also provided technical
help for this project after
which the SHG women
launched the works.
Premlata added that the
rose water produced by
them is ten rupees cheaper
than the market rate and
they have ample quantities

of this product. They are
going to sell it through C-
Mart.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan in-
formed that as per the di-
rections of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, work is
being done to promote
livelihood activities in
rural areas under the guid-
ance of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena.

District Panchayat is
making efforts to ensure
that every Gauthan manu-
factures some such prod-
ucts which have good de-

mand in the market and its
production is low at the
local level. The women of
Patora have started produc-
tion of rose water. It has a
good demand in the market
of cosmetics.

Group member Draupadi
Sahu stated that it will be
displayed in C-Mart, which
is the best place in town to
sell the product. "Since we
have taken utmost care of
quality in packing and
manufacturing, we hope
that this endeavour will be
successful", she added.

It needs to be mentioned

here that these women have
cultivated roses in their
own Baadis. Now the
women of the group are
preparing to plant roses on
a large scale in the grazing
land also.

Collector Meena had re-
cently visited the Gauthan
in Patora and appreciated
the work being done by
these women. He had said
that the innovations and
sustained efforts bring suc-
cess. The diversified liveli-
hood activities can ensure
more and more income for
women groups.
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Departmental Rajbhasha workshop held at SP#2

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: A depart-
mental Rajbhasha work-
shop was organised at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
SP 2 department. Anup
Kumar Dutta, GM (SPs)
was the chief guest on
the occasion.

Jitendra Kumar, GM
(Operations), Umesh
Oudhia, GM

(Operations), Rahul
Bijurkar, GM (Electrical),
Rajesh Dewangan, GM
(Operations) and Hindi
coordinator Officer,
Jitendra D Manikpuri,
AM (Rajbhasha), senior
officers and employees
were present on the occa-
sion.

Anup Kumar Dutta,
GM (SPs) in his address
said that Hindi is our

Rajbhasha. Hindi is a
simple language in which
we write in the way we
speak. We do our entire
work including replying
to letters in Hindi at the
Sintering Plant, he said.

A competition as or-
ganised in SP 2 for the
employees present in the
workshop. Ramakant
Thakur, OCT, Jitendra
Kumar Pandey, OCT and

Rajendra Kumar, M/
Tech secured the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd prize respective-
ly in the competition.

At the outset, the wel-
come address was given
by Rajesh Dewangan,
GM (Operations) and
Hindi coordinator
Officer. A pledge was
taken by everyone to
carry out their work 
in Hindi.

BSP introduces digital signature 
in invoices & test certificates

BMC intensifies drive against use of banned plastics
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has intensified its drive
against the use of banned
plastics across the five
zones. The BMC adminis-
tration has formed special
teams to conduct surprise
raids and seize the stock of
banned plastics.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the Ministry of
Environment has imposed
a blanket ban on the man-
ufacturing, import, stock-
ing, distribution, sale and
use of single -use plastic
items from July 1.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has formed a
special team to take action
in this regard. Under the
supervision of Nodal
Officer and Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, the team has in-

tensified its campaign
against banned plastic and
single use plastic.

Raids are being conduct-
ed in shops, commercial
establishments at different
places in each zone.
Plenary action is being
taken against the shop-
keepers from whose estab-
lishments single-use plas-
tics and banned plastics

are found.
It needs to be mentioned

here that Mayor Neeraj Pal
has also appealed to the
residents of the city for not
using banned plastic and
single use plastic. To keep
the city clean and healthy,
it is necessary to boycott
the banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic.

Use cloth bags etc to

carry any kind of materi-
al. Plastic causes great
damage to the environ-
ment. To protect the envi-
ronment, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has launched
an extensive drive.

On Thursday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
conducted raids at several
places and found the
banned plastic from 26

places. The BMC collected
a fine of Rs 16100 from the
offenders. Rs 10800 fine
was collected from 12
shops in Zone Number 01,
Rs 4700 from 9 shops in
Zone Number 2, Rs 200
from two people in Zone
Number 3; and Rs 400 was
collected as fine from
three people in Shivaji
Nagar Zone Number 4.

Bootleggers arrested 
with illicit liquor

Vending zone to be created for small traders in Charoda
Divider of national highway to be beautified with plantation and landscaping

Two arrested for thefts
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‘SAWANOTSAV’

Members of women’s group welcomed arrival of ‘Sawanotsav’ with a ride in the

swing and enjoying arrival of ‘sawan’ here on Thursday.

Raipur, Jul 14: Tarsem
Singh Zira had taken
charge as Bhopal Zonal
Head on  May 1st, 2022.
Bhopal Zone takes care of
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh States with
576 branches spread in 11
Regional Offices and 22
Lead Districts. Central
Bank of India is the
Convenor Bank for State
Level Bankers’
Committee in Madhya
Pradesh. As such, Mr
Zira is the Coordinator of
SLBC, Bhopal, MP. Shri
Zira is a qualified MBA
in Banking and Finance.
He also holds Diploma in

Agriculture and Civil
Engineering. He has a
qualification of CAIIB
too. Mr Zira, Zonal Head

will be meeting some of
the valuable clients of
Raipur Region while in-
augurating new ATM at
Bhilai branch. He will be
participating in a Tree
Plantation drive under
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ programme at
Bhilai. Later, Zira will re-
view the performance of
select Branch Heads of
Raipur Region. His visit
will be co-ordinated by
Mahendra Singh,
Regional Head, Raipur.
The staff of Raipur
Region is eagerly waiting
for the visit by the Zonal
Head.

Ch’garh govt to seek parents’ support 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14 (PTI):
The Chhattisgarh
school education de-
partment has decided to
seek active participa-
tion of parents in im-
proving the quality of
education and learning
abilities of students, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The campaign is also
aimed at bringing chil-
dren with special needs
and out-of-school chil-

dren to school, they
said.

In a letter to all dis-
trict education officers
(DEO), school education
secretary S
Bharathidasan has di-
rected to start necessary
preparations to roll out
the ‘Parents Awareness
Campaign’ in all
schools, a public rela-
tions department offi-
cial said.

Under the campaign,
which will focus mainly
on primary students,
the school management
committee will hold dis-
cussions with parents

on how they can play an
active role in improving
the quality of education
and bring in innovative
ideas, he said.

A core group will be
constituted for the im-
plementation of the
drive which will have
five departmental offi-
cers each from district
and development block
level as its members, he
said.

A district assistant
programme officer, an
academic member of
the District Institute of
Education and
Training, a master

trainer and an assistant
block education officer
will be in the core
group.

At the cluster level, a
member of the school
management commit-
tee, a teacher, a mother
of a student, a public
representative and an
influential person will
be included in the
group.

The core group will
draft an action plan on
how to involve parents
in the drive and issues
to be discussed, he said.

The campaign will
address issues like how

parents can be motivat-
ed to pay attention to
the education of their
children and creating a
better learning envi-
ronment for kids at
home.

It will also cater to is-
sues like assistance re-
quired to deal with lan-
guage problem, admis-
sion of children in an-
ganwadi (government-
run women and child
care centres), bringing
children with special
needs and out of school
children back to classes
and facilities required
in schools, he added.

FIR registered against Cong leader for molestation
Raipur, Jul 14: Police
have registered FIR
against a Congress leader
in Raipur for allegedly
molesting a girl at his of-
fice. FIR has been regis-
tered on the complaint of
a young woman, resident
of Gudiyari area. The vic-
tim alleged that apart
from obscene act the
Congress leader also in-
timidated her.

The matter pertains to
Devendra Nagar area of
Rapur where Congress
leader and member of
Railway Consumer
Advisory Committee
Sanjiv Agrawal runs his
finance office.

Complaintant told police
that she along with her
friend had visited Sanjiv
Agrawal’s office two days
back. She claimed that
she was talking to
Congress leader Sanjiv
over loan. In the mean-
time her friend had come
out of the cabin to attend
phone call.

Complainant alleged
that Congress leader had
put his hand on her chest
saying that she was nice
and he would help her get
loan. So much so that he
dared her to lodge com-
plaint with police.

The girl lodged com-
plaint two days ago.

Acting on her complaint
police have registered FIR
against him for allegedly
molesting her.

However the Congress
leader also put forward
his side saying that he
raised this matter before
the police department
and home minister. In his
application he said that
the complainant was
telling a lie. He also al-
leged that she had link
with BJP leaders. He
claimed that charges
against him were false
and said that he was
ready to undergo lie de-
tector test and even Narco
test to bring forth truth.

Ch’garh-Odisha holds joint meeting
on strategy against naxals

Raipur, Jul 14: Director
General of Police (DGP)
Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja on Thursday
presided over the joint
meeting of senior Police
Officers of Chhattisgarh
and Odisha here during
which discussion was held
on new strategy on joint
operations by security
forces in naxal-infested
areas of border areas.

According to informa-
tion received, discussion
was also held to share the
Intelligence input between
both the states related
with the naxal movement.
Officials stressed on the
need to enhance the co-or-
dination between police

stations and security force
camps in both the states.
Special attention was also
given to maintain security
arrangement in rural
areas across both the bor-
der region.

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) Special
Director General Border
Security was also present
during the meeting.
Deputy Inspector General
of Police Dantewada,
Kanker, Korput (Odisha
and senior
Superintendent of Police
Bastar, SP Sukma,
Kondagaon and
Mahasamund joined the
meeting through video
conferencing.

BJP demands NIA probe into land allotment
process to Pak-linked group

Raipur, Jul 14: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday urged Governor
to hand over the case of
the process initiated for
land allotment to a report-
ed Pakistan-linked reli-
gious organization in
Raipur, to National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on the grounds that
several attempts have been
made in the recent past to
spoil the social harmony
in Chhattisgarh.

A BJP delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Governor in support to the
above demand. In the
memorandum submitted,
the BJP leaders mentioned
about the deterioting law
& order situation in
Chhattisgarh as the crime
incidents are on rise with
several murder and rape-
cases reported in different
parts.

BJP delegation also

urged Governor to initiate
on the alleged
Institutional loot under
the patronage of state gov-
ernment. In support to
their claim, the BJP lead-
ers mentioned about the
recent IT raids at several

locations across
Chhattisgarh.

BJP delegation included
former Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh, Riagarh
Look Sabah member
Gomati Say, Raipur
Parliamentarian Sunil

Sony, Ballarpur MP Arum
Sao, MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ajay
Chandrakar, Shivratan
Sharma, Narayan
Chandel, Punnulal
Mohile, Shivratan Sharma
and several others.

Railway Minister flags off
Ambikapur-NZM Spl Train

Bilaspur, Jul 14: Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will flagged off
04044/04043 Ambikapur-
Nizamuddin-Ambikapur
Weekly Special Train by
pressing remote button on
July 14. The train was
flagged off on July 14 from
Ambikapur at 9:45 am.
The flagging off ceremony
was witnessed at
Ambikapur station by
Union Minister Renuka
Singh, MLA Bhatgaon
Paras Nath Rajwade,
SECR GM Alok Kumar,
DRM Bilaspur, railway of-
ficials and local people in
large number. At the onset
SECR GM welcoming the
guests said, this train will
not only facilitate connec-
tivity but also there are
chances of industry, edu-
cation and employment in
this area.

Speaking on this occa-
sion through video confer-
encing, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said,
this day will be memo-
rable for the people of this
region. He added, fulfilling
the dreams of PM main

railway stations of this
country are being re-
vamped to give a different
look. He added, as railway
is connected to masses the
ministry is working to-
wards offering world class
facilities to passengers at
stations. With the start of
this train, not only Delhi
but many other important
cities will be connected to
Ambikapur, he added.

Union Minister Mrs
Renuka Singh also spoke
on the occasion. At the end
DRM Bilaspur proposed
vote of thanks. The train
was flagged off as special
train on the first day and
will stop at Bijuri( 11:50),
Annupur (12:35),
Shahdol(13:15), Katni
Murwara and final desti-
nation Nizamuddin at
04:35 hours. The regular

train will start from July
19(every Tuesday) from
Nizamuddin and July
21(every Thursday) from
Ambikapur. 04043 AMB-
NZM will leave
Ambikapur at 7:15 hours
to reach Nizamuddin at
04:35 hours. 04044 NZM-
AMB will leave
Nizamuddin at  23:00
hours to reach Ambikapur
at 19:30 hours.

Cabinet sub-committee formed
for Transfer Policy 2022

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: In view of
the Transfer Policy 2022,
the Cabinet under chair-
manship of CM Bhupesh
Bghel on Thursday has de-
cided to constitute a
Cabinet Sub-Committee
and on the basis of sugges-
tion/ recommendation of

this sub-committee, the ap-
proval of the Chief
Minister would be ob-
tained.

The Cabinet Minister
Mohammed Akbar in-
formed that the Cabinet
has approved the draft of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Appropriation Bill, 2022,
for the presentation of the

first supplementary esti-
mate year 2022-2023 in the
Legislative Assembly.

Further the proposal to
provide relaxation of 6
months in minimum peri-
od of 5 years for the pro-
motion from area coordi-
nator to the post of Chief
Executive Officer, Janpad
Panchayat was approved.

Necessary amendments
were made in the process
of granting compassion-
ate appointment to the de-
pendent family member in
case of untimely death of
the officers/employees of
the dissolved Transport
Corporation.

Cabinet has approved
the proposal to extend the
date for one-time settle-
ment of tax dues on motor
vehicles before and after
the formation of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheme-2020 from April 1,
2022 to March 2023. The
proposal to exempt the
outstanding road tax of Rs
99.95 lakh on city buses for
a total of 24 months from
April 2020 to March 2022
was approved.

IAS officer Dayanand
posted as Chief
Election Officer

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1144::  Senior Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) Officer P Dayanand
has been posted as Chief
Election Officer as addition-
al responsibility and would
continue to work as Director
Ayush. The 2006 batch IAS
Officer Bhuvnesh Yadav was
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of Chief Election
Officer on February 25 by
state government after the
2003 batch IAS Officer and
Chief Election Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangle had gone
on long leave. However, the
Election Commission of
India has now preferred the
name of P Dayanand for the
post on the basis of the
three-member panel sub-
mitted by the state govern-
ment.

The senior IAS Officer
Reena Kangle would be
again posted as CEO once
she returns back from leave,
stated an Order issued here.

Delegation submit
memo to Governor
seeking action

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: Collector
Sarveshwar Bhure on
Wednesday inspected
Mandir-Hasaud, Arang,
Gobra-Nawapara and
Abhanpur Tehsil offices.
During inspection, he in-
quired about the number
of cases registered in the
Tehsil offices.

He instructed to dis-
pose off the pending
cases registered at the
earliest.

Apart from disposing
off the cases egistered in
Tehsil offices, the cases
which remained pending
for long should also be
disposed off, he said.

He conducted surprise
inspection of revenue
cases and records in
Tehsildar court. Dr

Bhure instructed the rev-
enue officers to settle the
works like undisputed
mutation, undisputed di-
vision, and undisputed
demarcation.

There are clear instruc-
tions of the state govern-

ment that as soon as the
revenue case is received,
it is mandatory to regis-
ter it in the e-court, he
said. He also directed the
SDM to conduct regular
inspection of all subordi-
nate revenue courts.

Collector inspects Tehsil offices
Instructs for dispos-
al of pending cases
at the earliest

In improving quality
of education

Central Bank, Zonal Head
Bhopal, TS Zira on two-day

visit to Raipur 
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CM appeals farmers to get their Kharif
and horticulture crops insured

Raipur, Jul 14: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
appealed to every farmer of
the state to get their Kharif
and horticulture crops in-
sured. The Chief Minister
has said in his appeal direct-
ed to the farmers that crop
insurance is necessary so
that farmers continue earn-
ing even in case of weather
uncertainties and local nat-
ural disasters. The
Government is providing
the facility of crop insur-
ance to farmers at premium
amount. Farmers have to
pay 2 per cent of the premi-
um amount for the insur-
ance of Kharif crops and 5
per cent of the premium
amount for the insurance of
horticulture crops as contri-
bution. Farmers can protect
themselves from huge risks
by paying a little interest
and a little amount. The re-
ceived insurance claim

amount can cover the crop
loss due to weather uncer-
tainties and natural disas-
ters as well as the losses due
to decline in production.
Under the Prime Minister
Crop Insurance Scheme,
farmers can get paddy (irri-
gated and non-irrigated),
Arhar, Moong, Urad, Corn,
and horticulture crops in-
sured by 15 July.

CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that strengthening the agri-
culture ecosystem and mak-
ing farmers prosperous is
among the topmost priori-
ties of the Chhattisgarh
government. Farmer
friendly policies and
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government are being ap-
preciated across the coun-
try. Chhattisgarh is being
recognized as a model state
for agricultural develop-
ment. Chhattisgarh is the
leading state in the country

in terms of helping farmers
and ensuring their rights.
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, which
has first paid the crop in-
surance claim amount for
the Rabi season 2021-22 to
its farmers. Even before the
start of Kharif season, we
have paid claim amount of
Rs.304 crore 38 lakh to more
than 1.5 lakh farmers in
lieu of premium paid by
them. In Kharif season
2021, Rs 758 crore 43 lakh
has been paid in lieu of pre-
mium amount paid by more
than 4 lakh farmers of the
state.

He urged the farmers to
take advantage of the facili-
ties being provided under
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana and Weather
Based Horticulture Crop
Insurance Scheme and to
get crop insurance to avoid
any unwanted risks.

Mayor and Collector inspect various wards

Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Mayor Safira Sahu and
Collector Chandan
Kumar conducted sur-
prise inspection of
dengue affected areas of
the city on Friday morn-
ing. The Mayor and
Collector reached
Maharana Pratap Ward,
Rajendra Nagar Ward,
Bahadur Guda and
Jawahar Nagar and took
stock of drain cleaning
and waste management
and took information
from the local citizens re-
garding water logging,
sanitation and garbage
collection.

He asked to manage
the waste through
garbage vehicles only.
Along with this, after
reaching the homes of
dengue affected patients,
they also inquired about
the condition of the pa-
tients.

It is noteworthy that
for the prevention and
prevention of dengue
disease, JMC adminis-
tration, health depart-
ment and other depart-
ments continuously con-
ducted surveys in 48
wards of the city and in-
form the people about

prevention and preven-
tion of dengue. Spraying
of insecticides is being
done in the wards
through spray machines.
Which is being continu-
ously monitored by the
officials. On Thursday
morning, the new spray
machine has been dis-
tributed to the ward su-
pervisor for 48 wards of

the corporation, in which
the spraying of medicine
has been started in all the
48 wards with continu-
ous spray machine.

During this, Chairman
of Public Works
Committee of the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Yashvardhan Rao,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh

Nag, Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. RK
Chaturvedi, in-charge of
Urban Health Program
Mr. PD Bastia,
Corporator Kamlesh
Pathak, Dhansingh
Nayak and Health
Department and employ-
ees of Municipal
Corporation was pres-
ent.

Science is not exploration of nature, but a system
to accept supreme power of truth: Dr Karmkar

Raipur, Jul 14: In the pres-
ent day world the flow of in-
formation and data is in
high-speed and in such con-
ditions availing informa-
tion just in principle will
not be sufficient. We need
to do more and more exper-
iments personally and in
this one may face failures
many times’, says former
DG Chhattisgarh Council
for Science and Technology
(CCOST) Prof MM
Humbard at the inaugura-
tion of 10-day Robotics
Workshop at Chhattisgarh

Regional Science Centre in
Raipur on Wednesday. The
theme of this workshop is
‘hands on activity’. In this
workshop a total of 50 stu-
dents from science stream
of different schools are tak-
ing part and they will know
about the intricacies of
Robotics and its future re-
quirements and utility dur-
ing this ten-day workshop.

It is notable here that
Chhattisgarh Regional
Science Centre (CRSC) was
established to learn person-
ally about novel discoveries
and doing experiments and
its implementation; to pro-
mote the art of learning
skills; demonstrate modern
science and technology and
to create public awareness
about science. In this se-
ries, in order to create
awareness among students
related to Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and im-

portance of Robotics in the
near future, CRSC organ-
ised this 10-day Robotics
Workshop.

This is for the first time
after the formation of
CRSC when such a pro-
gramme has been organ-
ised. MD CSRC Dr S
Karmakar addressing the
school children said that
Science is just not about ex-
ploring the nature, but a
means to accept the
supreme power of the
truth. Project Director
CSRC Dr Shirish Singh in-
formed that entire world is
now talking about AI and
many new inventions are
being done due to nano-
technology and as a result
of which there is need to
keep the interest and
awareness about science
among children alive and
therefore this workshop
has been organised.

RMC to launch ‘Intensive
Tree Plantation’ drive

from July 18

Raipur, Jul 14: To make
capital city Raipur pollu-
tion-free, steps are being
taken in different manner.
Under this Intensive Tree
plantation drive will be
started from July 18 and
small ‘Oxy-zones’ will be
formed in different parts
of the city. In this regard
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar said
that in terms of sanita-
tion, Raipur city stands at
the 6th place and they have
target to plant around 6
lakh saplings. Under this
the Zones in-charges
would motivate people to
plant at least one sapling
in their house and will
provide saplings free of
cost. Any person contact-
ing the Zone of his ward
can avail saplings of 28 dif-
ferent varieties of trees.

Under the Intensive
Tree Plantation drive, the
saplings will be provided

to the people from July 14
with start of ‘Sawan’ sea-
son (rains). Mayor also ap-
pealed the denizens of city
to plant at least one
sapling on one’s birthday
and for which tree-guard
facility will be provided at
different places. Mayor
also informed that
saplings are planted, but
there is no one to take
care of it later and there-
fore now more than
planting of the saplings,
more care will be taken
for its safety and water-
ing and this campaign
will be launched in all
the 10 zones of RMC.

For this campaign,
RMC has formed a con-
trol room in RMC’s head
office for help of general
citizen and the telephone
No. is  8871238553, apart
from phone numbers of
Zone offices.

Dr Surisetti plans to revamp 
Indian Education system

Raipur, Jul 14: Dr Jawahar
Surisetti plans to revamp
the Indian Education
System by Indianising it
and bringing back the past
glory in Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

Dr Jawahar Surisetti,
known worldwide as the
Think Professor , an-
nounces a plan of action to
invigorate the education
system in India through a
movement called the Indian
Education Revolution today
on the occasion of Guru
Purnima.

Lamenting the fact that
wishing the gurus remain
the only activity and in re-
sponse the gurus just take it
as a day of respect. If there
is any complaint against
current state of education it
is reflective of the state of
gurus too. He said that while
celebrating the “Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav “ we still
blindly follow the education
system laid down by the
British . He said the Indian
Education Revolution will
bring back the fun and expe-
riential element in educa-
tion making schools and
colleges enjoyable rather
monotonous. He appreci-
ates the National Education
Policy for its progressive na-

ture and says that if imple-
mented to the core it will
reap rich dividends for
India . Explaining his mis-
sion , he says that we teach “
Jack and Jill “ while both
Jack and Jill are non exis-
tent in the Indian ecosys-
tem. We have not made an
effort to scientifically create
curricula that will navigate
the child through the educa-
tion and make him ready
for life . Today what is
taught in school and the
way it is taught is not useful
in life or higher education
and what is taught in col-
leges and universities also
fall into the same predica-
ment.Dr Jawahar empha-
sises the need to ramp up
the state education systems
because they are the ones

who effect the maximum
children . The variability in
the quality of the state edu-
cation system makes it all
the more challenging . So if
we are able to target and
revolutionise the 70% of
students in the public edu-
cation system , we will be
able to put India in the top
league . Our students have
everything and they prove
this when they go interna-
tional.

Dr Jawahar wishes to cre-
ate a forward looking sys-
tem driven by one lakh edu-
cators who will propel the
Indian Education
Revolution to complement
and enable the gurus to lead
India and create a fantastic
generation of future world
leaders.

YCmen hold demo against
LPG cylinder price hike

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: Youth
Congress workers on
Wednesday held demon-
stration against the Centre
over hike in domestic LPG
cylinder price. Youth
Congress workers distrib-
uted firewood to the
women from weaker sec-
tion of society terming the
price hike of LPG cylinder
to be unaffordable for
them. YC workers claimed
that tall claims are being
made by the BJP leaders
including the Ministers at
the Centre over providing
free LPG cylinders to the
people under Ujjawala

Gas Scheme whereas in
reality, the price hike has
created problems for the
beneficiaries to get the
LPG cylinder refill.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) General Secretary
Kanhaiya Agrawal al-
leged that the Central
government is not con-
cerned with the problems
of people as the inflation
has made life miserable
for middle class and
weaker section society
people.

YC leader Md Siddik
too termed the price hike
to be failure on part of
the Centre and added that
people have been at the
receiving end due to hike
in LPG cylinder price. YC
workers burnt the effigy
of Government during
the protest.

Sukhnandan Rathore is new Addl. SP (City)
Raipur: The state government has issued fresh posting to officers of the State
Police and as per the new order, Sukhnandan Rathore has been appointed as the
new Addl. SP Raipur city and the Addl. SP (City) Tarkeshwar Patel has been sent to
Police IG headquarters Raipur.

Meditation gives relief from mental
stress with positive outlook: Uikey

Raipur, Jul 14:
Meditation and Yoga are
the products of our an-
cient culture. Meditation
relieves mental stress with
positive outlook.
Meditation is the medium
through which we can
awaken the inner energy,
said Governor while ad-

dressing a special medita-
tion session organised on
the occasion of Guru
Purnima in the Durbar
Hall of Raj Bhavan. It is
worth mentioning that a
special meditation session
was organised for the offi-
cials and employees of Raj
Bhavan Secretariat at Raj
Bhavan on Wednesday.

Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey said that in ancient
times our ‘rishi-munis’
used  meditation to awak-
en their spiritual power.
She said that due to busy

modern life, we are pass-
ing through many types of
mental stress. Due to this
we are coming in the grip
of many diseases. Young
people are going through a
period of mental depres-
sion at an early age. In the
Corona period, this situa-
tion has become even
more serious.

All such mental prob-
lems of life can be solved
with meditation.
Meditation makes us men-
tally strong. With its con-
tinuous practice, we can

get rid of all the stress and
frustrating situations of
life.

She said that if we want
to lead a healthy life, then
we should take out time
from our busy routine and
practice yoga and medita-
tion. With the help of this,
we will be mentally and
physically healthy and
will be able to discharge
our duties well. Yogi
Swami Mahesh said that
yoga, pranayama and med-
itation are very necessary
to keep the body healthy.
Through these we can
maintain the balance of
energy of the body. He said
that through yoga and
meditation we can control
and clean our mind.
Swami Mahesh also gave
information about the
seven chakras of the body
and said that by awaken-
ing these chakras through
yoga practice, we can in-
crease our physical capac-
ity. Apart from this,
Swami Mahesh, while giv-

ing information about
Ashtanga Yoga to the offi-
cials and employees, ap-
pealed to everyone to prac-
tice yoga and meditation.
In this meditation session,
Dr. Anil Gupta told the im-
portance of our ancient
Vedic science. He said that
modern medicine is neces-
sary to keep the body
healthy, but yoga and med-
itation are very necessary
to increase the energy, ca-
pacity of our body. In the
program, Governor Ms.
Uikey felicitated Yogi
Swami Mahesh with me-
mento and ‘gamchha’.
Swami Mahesh also hon-
ored the Governor Ms.
Uikey. On this occasion,
Secretary to the Governor
Amrit Kumar Khalkho,
Legal Advisor to the
Governor, Rajesh
Shrivastava, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agrawal
and all the officials and
employees of Raj Bhavan
were present.

Take stock of drain
cleaning and waste
management

First quality of
Science is ‘inquisi-
tiveness’: Prof. MM
Humbard

Ten-day Robotics
Workshop begins at
CSRC

p Governor attends
the meditation 
session organised
at Raj Bhavan

p Distribute firewood
to people from
weaker section of
society

Raipur, Jul 14: On the
occasion of Guru
Poornima on July 13, dif-
ferent types of program
was organized at Sai
Darbar Kota. At 12 noon
Chappan Bhog was of-
fered to Sai Baba. Later
aarti was organized

which was followed by
Maha Bhandara.

At 6 pm Maha Aarti
and Bhajan Sandhya was
organised and Sej Aarti
at 10 pm. The bhajans
were sung by Trishita as
female singer and
Himanshu as male
singer, informs president
Surya Prakash.

Sai Devotees distribute
‘Chappan Bhog’ 

p On Guru Purnima

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133:: Vitraj V. Lilhare ,
student of XII Standard from
Krishna Public School
(KPS), Kamal Vihar-
Dunda, Raipur qualified
prestigious KVPY
(Kishore Vaigyanik
Protsahan Yojana -
2021).

KVPY is a programme
started in 1999 by the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Government
of India to encourage students
who are studying Basic Sciences
to take up research career in sci-

ence, by providing them fellow-
ship and contingency grants up to

the pre Ph.D. level or 5
years whichever is earli-
er.

This is the 4th year of
achievement by our stu-
dents at KVPY. In past, 6
students have cleared
this National Level
Exam. All the adminis-

trative dignitaries of school have
extolled the outstanding achieve-
ment garnered by the student
and wished him best wishes for
his bright future.  

Vitraja qualifies for KVPY -2021
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KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  1144::  In Jagdalpur
Municipal Corporation, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
Councilor Party has given a
memorandum to the Mayor,
President and Commissioner,
that Jagdalpur Municipal
Corporation should seriously
consider the serious irregulari-
ties in the survey list of eco-
nomically weaker and back-
ward classes. It has been
demanded in the letter that this
list should be made available
among the general public by
doing publicity in the ward or
by spreading enough publicity
at the appropriate place so that
people can see for themselves
that if they are financially capa-
ble or financially weak, then
their names can be added or
deleted. For this, the revenue
officer of the ward should be
given additional and sufficient
time to go from house to house
to rectify the list. In the letter
written point wise, it has also
been said that the councilors
should be given information in
writing and through training

about the eligibility of the eligi-
ble family for the economically
weak. After adding and cut-
ting names after survey, only
the councilors should be pre-
sented for observation before
approval and there should be
publicity and publication for
claim objection, in which time
should also be given as per
rules.  Leader of Opposition
Sanjay Pandey has said that
this subject was brought in the
General Assembly through a
special conference on July 8,
which was completely illegal.
The subject was not even
brought up in the Mayor-in-

Council and was brought up
directly in the General
Assembly without any MIC
members showing or knowl-
edge of any of the Councillors,
which was part of a conspiracy.
Leader of Opposition Pandey
has said that it was a sponsored
conspiracy because the names
of the famous people of the city
were put in the list by calling
them financially weak families,
which even those families were
not aware of and most of them
were Congress seniors. There
were people related to the fam-
ily of the leaders. Similarly,
the names of many eminent

millionaires were also shown in
this list in the economically
weaker section, but the alert-
ness of the opposition thwarted
this act of the ruling party.
Bharatiya Janata Party
Municipal Board President
Suresh Gupta has said that the
mayor has misled the house
that he has inspected this list,
then he should tell the public
that when such eminent people
were involved in it, he has
improved this list. Why was
the work not done? Because it
has been submitted for
approval, they should disclose
whether it is a mere error or a

conspiracy to oblige their loved
ones or against them. It has
also been written in the letter
through the councilors that tak-
ing this list very seriously and
not doing it in haste, according
to the rules, it should be pre-
sented in the Mayor-in-Council,
from where it will be presented
in the general assembly for
approval with their recommen-
dation. It has also been
requested that instead of call-
ing a special conference, a gen-
eral conference should be
called because more than a
hundred days have passed
since the general meeting,
other issues of the city can also
be discussed after convening
the general meeting. Leader of
Opposition Sanjay Pandey,
Speaker Suresh Gupta,
Councilor Nilam Yadav, Rajpal
Kasher, Mahendra Patel,
Triveni Randhari along with
BJP’s Pankaj Acharya, Tejpal
Sharma, Yogesh Shukla, Yogesh
Thakur Roshan Jha, Santosh
Bajpai, Yogesh Mishra and etc
were  present.

Serious crime to have crorepatis
in the list of EWS: Pandey Bilaspur, Jul 14: 

On the instructions of
District Collector Saurabh
Kumar, a team of
Administrative and
Health Department visited
the diarrhoea affected vil-
lages of Sarseni and
Masturi here. The diar-
rhoeal condition has rap-
idly returned to normal
after better monitoring,
care and treatment in this
region. Along with treat-
ment of drinking water
sources with chlorine, peo-
ple were also given the im-
portance of clean drink-
ing water and to prevent
diarrhoea.

A team of officers led by
Additional Collector Shri
RA Kuruvanshi visited
Sarseni and Masturi and
took stock of the situation.
It was told that from last
June 28 to July 11, 174 peo-
ple got diarrheal infection
in Sarseni. Of these, 95
people got cured in the
sub-health center itself.
And 79 people had to be

treated in community
health centers and SIMS.
At present, two patients
are receiving treatment in
SIMS. In Masturi also 24
patients have been found
with diarrhea, of these, 2
have been referred to
SIMS, while the rest of the
patients recovered after
local treatment. All
sources for drinking water
have been cleaned through
chlorination and a door-to-
door survey was also con-
ducted. Teams of Health
Department, Revenue and
Panchayat Department

are monitoring the vil-
lages with adequate medi-
cines and other necessary
materials.

Doctors have taken a
meeting of the villagers
and advised them to drink
clean water, eat fresh food
and stay away from mass
food distribution for the
time being. CMHO Dr.
Pramod Mahajan, EE PHE
MN Mishra along with de-
partmental officers and
doctors and para medical
staff of health department
were present during the
visit.

Administrative officials visit
diarrhoea affected villages 

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 14: State
Backward Classes
Commission (SBCC)
Chairman, Thaneshwar
Sahu took a review meet-
ing of district level offi-
cers, here and reviewed
the implementation of
schemes and programs
run by all the departments
of the government in the
interest of other backward
classes. In the meeting,
Chairman, State
Backward Classes
Commission, Mr. Sahu
said that the aim of all of
us should be to provide
benefits of government
schemes to as many eligi-
ble people as possible. He
asked the eligible people,
including the students of
other backward classes, to
provide OBC certificates
within a stipulated time so
that no person belonging
to the OBCs is deprived of

the schemes of the govern-
ment. Sahu talked about
the need of post-matric
hostel for other backward
classes in the district and
asked the concerned de-
partment to send a de-
mand letter for the same.
He asked the students of
Other Backward Classes
to be given seats if seats
are vacant in tribal hos-
tels. He asked the Labor
Department to make peo-
ple aware by organizing
camps for the welfare of
the workers.

Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhruv asked the Social
Welfare Department,
Labor Department and
other departments to do
better work at the ground
level to get the benefits of
government schemes to
the eligible beneficiaries.
Along with this, MLA Dr.
Dhruv inquired about the
updated status of manure

seeds in the district and
asked to make available
the updated status of the
availability of manure
seeds regularly.

In the meeting, Social

Welfare Department,
Tribal Development
Department, Labor
Department, District
Trade and Industry
Center, Education

Department, Agriculture
Department, Panchayat
Department, Urban
Bodies, Health
Department, Livestock
Development Department,
Horticulture Department
and other related depart-
ments operated under
Other Backward Classes
was obtained from the
schemes. In the meeting,
Vice-Chairman of State
Backward Classes
Commission Shri RN
Verma (Minister of State
Status) and Member Shri
Mahesh Chandravanshi,
Janpad Panchayat
Marwahi President Shri
Pratap Singh Maravi, Shri
Ramesh Sahu, Additional
Collector Shri BC Ekka,
Project Director Shri RK
Khute, District level offi-
cers of all departments in-
cluding Project
Administrator Shri KN
Mishra were present.

Benefit more eligible beneficiaries from govt schemes: Chairman SBCC

Kharora, Jul 14: Students
and teachers practiced
yoga with great dedication
and diligence in the
Government Primary and
Pre-Secondary School
premises under Adsena
complex of development
block Tilda. It is notewor-
thy that according to the
updated order issued by
the government, children
are to be called to school on
Saturdays without bags to
inculcate the practice of
yoga. Skilled yoga instruc-
tor of the block, Principal
Primary School, Mohadi
Laxminarayan Sahu, said
that yoga has not only
physical benefits, rather,
by doing it with the rules,
our conscience also be-
comes pure. To wear a
healthy mind, positive
thinking, and tolerance in
daily life, he appealed to
make yoga a part of

lifestyle. State song, and
national song were also
practiced by the students
under the guidance of
head reader
Laxminarayan Sahu and
teacher Daulat
Dhurandhar under the
guidance of cluster coordi-
nator Bhola Prasad
Verma, former secondary
institution head Anita Nag
Parmar, teachers
Bhuneshwari Sahu, Anita
and with the special coop-
eration of Dr. Sharma,
Sangeeta Verma, Manoj
Chelak, instrumentalists

Ramgopal Nayak,
Takeshwar Dhivar.

On this occasion, Patron
Sarpanch Dhanesh Kumar
Dhruv, Chairman of
School Management
Committee (Primary)
Radheshyam Verma, Smt.
Savitri Verma (Secondary)
Shravan Kumar Nishad,
Kalyani Tandon, Bhumika
Verma, Pratibha Verma,
Meena Verma, Manju
Nirmalkar along with
School Management and
Development Committee
Members and villagers
were present.

Through yoga, the inner soul also
remains healthy: LaxminarayanKonta/Sukma, Jul 14: 

Sukma Collector Haris
S. After reaching the
District Hospital and
Maternity and Child
Hospital, took stock of the
health facilities. He visit-
ed OPD room, operation
room, casualty ward,
blood bank, Hummer lab,
infant ward, nutritional
rehabilitation center etc.
and directed to provide
better health facilities to
the patients and keep the
hospital clean.

He took detailed infor-
mation about the doctors
and staff in the district
hospital and instructed
them to treat the patients
with sensitivity. The
Collector directed the
Health Officer that every-
one’s attendance should
also be ensured on time.
Collector Haris S inquired
about the machines and
human resources required
for the testing facility in

Hummer Lab and gave
necessary directions to the
concerned officer. While
discussing with the staff
related to Maternity and
Child Hospital, he in-
quired about the health fa-
cilities available here. He
also inquired about the
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center operating here and
instructed not to compro-
mise on the complementa-
ry food and other facilities
provided to make the chil-
dren well-nourished.

During the inspection,
Collector Haris S. express-
ing deep displeasure at the
officials regarding the

medical supplies lying in
disarray in the hospital,
directed that it should be
organized in the store
room at the earliest, so
that it does not get spoiled
and these materials can be
used properly.

The collector also ob-
tained information re-
garding the availability
and distribution of mos-
quito nets. Sukma SDM
Ms. Preeti Durgam, Civil
Surgeon Yashwant Kumar
Dhruv, District Program
Manager Bhaskar
Chaudhary, including doc-
tors and staff were present
on the occasion.

Collector inspects district hospital and  health facilities

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuull  1144::    

Water Quality Fortnight is to
being celebrated from July 1 to
July 15 by Jal Jeevan Mission
Public Engineering
Department, and under the
same in Tilda Block Gram
Panchayat Asounda, Kurra,
Budera School, also water
week was celebrated.  Along
with this, women and school
children were also informed
about the quality of water dur-
ing the rainy season by visiting
the village, under which treat-
ing the water received during
the rainy season was discussed.

Water borne diseases like
cholera, malaria, typhoid, vom-
iting, diarrhea, cold, fever etc.
were also discussed and meas-
ures to prevent them were also
told. Along with this, stagna-
tion of dirty water, cleanliness
around your house as well as
cleaning of hand pumps, taps,
wells, around drinking water
sources were encouraged and
use of water with sticks and
usage of water by boiling, fil-
tering and covering was also
encouraged. The villagers were
made aware by organizing a
program by the coordinator,
community worker. 

Nari Shakti Cluster 
gives information about

water borne diseases 

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  1144::  

MLA Ranjana Deependra
Sahu has alleged the negli-
gence of the administration
and government in giving a
proper educational atmos-
phere to the students study-
ing in Mehttru Ram Dheewar
Naveen Kanya Shala, now
transferred as Swami
Atmannad School. 

According to information,
on receiving complaints from
the residents of the ward,
the MLA went to the school
premises to see the status
quo, but there were no prop-
er arrangements for the stu-
dents studying there. 

The school, Mehttru Ram
Dheewar Naveen Kanya
Shala was operating in
Bathena, but this school was
given to the state govern-

ment as Swami Atmanand
School and all the girl stu-
dents of Primary Girls
School, Bathena studying in
the said school were trans-
ferred to Government upgra-
dation Secondary New Boys
School, where there is nei-
ther proper arrangement nor
facilities. 

MLA Ranjana Deependra
Sahu, seeing the status quo,
said that the government
administration is not worried
about the future of the stu-
dents, and the school is
being run in their paper
pages, but they do not know
what the system is in partic-
ular. 

The MLA further said that
classes from class I to VIII
are being conducted where
the system is completely
zero, and there is no electri-

cal system and the place
around the school is com-
pletely filled with water,
where there is always a fear
of poisonous snakes and
insects. 

The MLA herself interact-
ed with the students study-
ing in the school and knew
the inconvenience better.
The MLA discussed the situa-
tion with Bathena Ward
Councilor Shyamlal Netam,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Ward Councilor Lukeshwari
Sahu, and School
Management Committee and
has asked the higher depart-
mental officers to provide
proper facilities to the stu-
dents at the earliest through
tele-communication and has
warned to stage a protest if
arrangements are not made
at the earliest.

Students facing the brunt of the negligence
of the govt and department: Sahu

RRaajjiimm,,  JJuull  1144::

Seven persons trying to take
out wood from Anicut in village
near Pitaibandh got washed
away in the floods and out of
which only four could come out
the current and came to shore
of Mahanadi river and two of
them got stuck and were
untraceable even after 7 hours
till the writing of these lines. 
The rescue team of SDRF and
local divers was constantly in
search of them and one of the
two youth was found hanging
to the pillar of the anicut for
about six hours in the water
and he could be saved after six
hours of hard efforts by SDRF
and diving team.

The incident took place at
around 6:00 in the morning on
Friday. These days there are
lots of wood coming along with
current in the floods from the
forest area and getting lured
with it, the villagers generally
try to take it out jumping into
the river. Youth from village in
large number can be seen tak-
ing out such wood from the
river. 
It is notable here that the rivers
Pairi, Sondhur, Mahanadi are
witnessing flood like situation
these days and when 20 odd
persons from the village came
to know that wood is coming
along with flow of water in the
river, they all gathered near
the Pithaibandh anicut. Out of

these 7 got washed away in
heavy flow of current and out
of which four managed to
come to shore riding atop the
wood. But two others viz.
Devnath Sonwani and Dharam
Nishad got stuck in whirhpool
created near the Anicut gate
and got washed away and
could not be located.
Meanwhile another 18 yr old
Jhamman Yadav managed to
get hold of the pillar of the ani-
cut and was able to withstand
the flow of current for about
six hours and was saved by the
rescue team after six hours of
tiresome efforts at around 4:30
pm.  Sarpanch Gram Pitaiband
Poonam Banjare informed that
the rescue team had come
along with the motorboat, but
it developed some malfunction
and then another boat was
called.

Two missing while trying to take out wood
 From banks of

Mahanadi river near

Pitaibandh

Delhi BJP stages protest
over hike in power bills

Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI):
Union Minister for
Agriculture Narendra
Tomar on Thursday said
the Centre is working to
improve the e-NAM
(National Agriculture
Market), an online trading
platform for agricultural
commodities in India, to
make agricultural busi-
ness even more transpar-
ent. He said 1,000 agricul-
tural ‘Mandis’ (APMC
markets) have so far been
linked with e-NAM project
and Rs 1.5 lakh crore
worth business transac-
tion has been generated.
“We are working further

to improve the e-NAM
platform for more trans-
parency, Tomar said dur-
ing the inaugural session
of the two-day National
Conference of Agriculture
and Horticulture
Ministers in the city.

Tomar said the govern-
ment wants to promote
“digital” agriculture so
that farmers do not have to
go to the market and de-
pend upon middlemen. In
this regard, he stressed the
role of technology to track
agricultural produce
grown in a particular field.

In the event of loss of
crop due to calamities, we
can instantly provide the
compensation, if we create
a database of crops in a
particular field, the
Minister explained.

He said the government
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is working
on a mission mode to im-
prove the agriculture sec-
tor.

Centre improving 
e-NAM platform for farmers:

Narendra Tomar

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
said it has arrested four
people, including two
promoters of Chennai-
based Surana group, in a
money laundering case
linked to a reported Rs
3,986 crore worth bank
loan fraud.

Dinesh Chand Surana
and Vijay Raj Surana,
both managing directors
cum promoters of
Surana Industries
Limited, Surana Power
Ltd and Surana
Corporation Ltd and P
Anand and I
Prabhakaran, dummy di-
rectors of shell compa-
nies, were taken into cus-
tody on July 12.

The four have been
sent to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) remand
till July 27 by a special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
court in Chennai, the
federal probe agency
said in a statement.

The money laundering
probe stems from three
CBI FIRs filed against
the accused in 2020 that
alleged that these three
companies, along with
their promoters, direc-
tors and unknown indi-
viduals indulged in mis-
appropriation and crimi-
nal breach of trust, ma-
nipulation of books of
accounts through ficti-
tious entities and rout-
ing of funds through
shell (dummy) compa-
nies. The CBI complaint
charged that the accused

siphoned off funds from
the company’s accounts
for their personal gains
causing loss to the tune
of Rs 3,986 crore to the
public sector banks.

The Surana group is
into manufacturing and
sale of gold jewellery.

The ED alleged the ac-
cused “created a web of
shell companies and the
dummy directors of
these shell companies
were either
relatives/persons from
ancestral village of
Surana family or the em-
ployees of Surana group
of companies.”

“The transactions of
the three main group
companies were routed
through those
dummy/shell companies
and thereafter the
monies were siphoned
off to other purposes in-
cluding purchasing prop-
erties through layering
and also obtained bena-
mi properties in the
name of those shell com-
panies,” the agency al-
leged. Surana group of
companies/promoters
incorporated several
companies in Cayman
Islands as well as British
Virgin Islands in the
name of “dummy” direc-
tors and siphoned off
money to park in those
companies through four
“dummy” companies lo-
cated in Singapore, it
said. The ED found
money was generated by
these Singapore-based
companies through the
sale of goods exported by
Indian entities.

ED arrests 4 in money 
laundering case against
Chennai’s Surana Group

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY,  JULY 15,  2022

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Delhi BJP leaders and
workers led by party MP
Ramesh Bidhuri on
Thursday staged a protest
near Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence over hike in power
bills in the city. Police used
water cannons to disperse
the protesters when they
attempted to get past bar-
ricades erected to stop
them from reaching the
chief minister’s residence.
“The Kejriwal govern-

ment has looted crores of
rupees from Delhi people
through various charges
and surcharges in the past
many years,” Bidhuri
claimed, addressing the
protesters. Power distribu-
tion companies (discoms)
were in June allowed by
the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission to
increase power purchase
adjustment cost by two-six
per cent. The increase will
be added to the power bills
of consumers in the next
bill cycle.

BJP workers stage a protest against Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal over the hike in electricity bills, near
Chandgi Ram Akhara in New Delhi, Thursday, July 14.
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UKRAIN CRISIS

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a view of the damage caused by shelling in Vinnytsia,
Ukraine, Thursday, July 14.

Jerusalem, Jul 14 (AP):

President Joe Biden and
Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid on Thursday
discussed Iran’s rapidly
progressing nuclear pro-
gramme, with the Israeli
leader vowing afterward
that there will be no nu-
clear Iran.

The US president, who
is set to travel to Saudi
Arabia on Friday, said he

also stressed to Lapid the
importance of Israel be-
coming totally integrated
in the region.

Their one-on-one talks
are the centrepiece of a
48-hour visit by Biden
aimed at strengthening al-
ready tight relations be-
tween the US and Israel.
The leaders also issued a
joint declaration empha-
sising military coopera-
tion and a commitment to

preventing Iran, which
Israel considers an enemy,
from obtaining a nuclear
weapon.

We discussed the
Iranian threat, Lapid told
reporters afterward.
There will be no nuclear
Iran.

Israeli officials have
sought to use Biden’s first
visit to the Middle East as
president to underscore
that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram has progressed too
far and e ncourage the
Biden administration t o
scuttle efforts to revive a
2015 agreement with Iran
to limit its development.

Resurrecting the Iran
nuclear deal brokered by
Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration and abandoned by
Donald Trump in 2018 was
a key priority for Biden as
he entered office. But ad-
ministration officials have
become increasingly pes-
simistic about the chances
of getting Tehran back
into compliance. In the
joint statement, the
United States said it is

ready to use all elements
of its national power to
prevent Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear bomb.

Biden, in an interview
with Israel’s Channel 12
that aired Wednesday, of-
fered strong assurances of
his determination to stop
Iran from becoming a nu-
clear power, saying he’d be
willing to use force as a
last resort if necessary.

Iran announced last
week that it has enriched
uranium to 60% purity, a
technical step away from
weapons-grade quality.

The joint declaration
being announced
Thursday could hold im-
portant symbolic impor-
tance for Biden’s meeting
this weekend with Arab
leaders in Saudi Arabia as
he seeks to strengthen a
regionwide alliance
against Iran.

I talked about how im-
portant it was for Israel to
be totally integrated in the
region, Biden said after
the one-on-one meeting
with Lapid.

Biden, Lapid discuss Iran, integrating
Israel in Middle East

President Joe Biden, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid address the media following their meeting in
Jerusalem Thursday, July 14.

Colombo, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan Army
on Thursday urged the
anti-government protest-
ers to desist from violence
immediately or be pre-
pared to face the “conse-
quences”, warning that
the security forces are “le-
gitimately empowered” to
exercise force.

At least 84 people were
hospitalised when protest-
ers clashed with the secu-
rity forces at the prime
minister’s office and at the
main access junction to
Parliament on Wednesday
after President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled the country.
The police fired tear gas
and water cannons at the
mob who were trying to
break barriers and enter

the restricted zone.
Authorities on

Wednesday imposed a cur-
few in the Western
Province following the
eruption of violence. The
curfew was lifted in the
morning. But it had to be
reimposed amid fears of
violence as there was no
word from President
Rajapaksa on his resigna-
tion.

Anticipating more
protests after a group at-
tempted to storm
Parliament’s entrance a
day earlier, troops in green
military uniforms and
camouflage vests rein-
forced security at the
Parliament on Thursday.

The Army in a state-
ment urged the protestors
to “desist from all forms of

violence immediately or
be prepared to face conse-

quences as members of
the Armed Forces are le-
gitimately empowered to
exercise their force, if the
situation deems neces-
sary as security to the
public property, key in-
stallations, vulnerable
points and human lives,
does fall within the
purview of their respon-
sibility.”

It said that all heads of
the armed forces and the
police during meetings
with the acting President
and Prime Minister Ranil
W i c k r e m e s i n g h e ,
Speaker of the
Parliament and political
party leaders unanimous-
ly maintained that peace-
ful protests should not in
anyway be dealt with full
force, but with the mini-
mum force as long as
those protesters do not re-
sort to violence or dam-
age the public property.

The Army said “irre-
spective of those assur-
ances a certain section of

the protesters, purposeful-
ly deviating from its pro-
claimed non-violent ap-
proach continued to
breach law and order and
resorted to violence by try-
ing to place the Parliament
complex as well as the
Speaker’s official resi-
dence under siege.”

It said that despite re-
peated appeals of Army
personnel, the “unruly
protesting mobs” on
Wednesday tried to
forcibly enter Parliament
complex aggressively went
on harassing and attack-
ing the troops on duty
using clubs, iron rods,
stones, helmets, etc and
snatched TWO T-56
weapons with ammuni-
tion rounds and caused in-
juries to a dozen of Army
personnel.

It said the army troops
on Wednesday used mini-
mum force and brought
the situation under 
control.

Wednesday’s protests
were more directed at
Wickremesinghe. Calls for
his resignation intensified
after he was appointed the
acting president. Political
party leaders are asking
him to step down so that
Speaker Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena can take
control as acting presi-
dent.

Wickremesinghe in a
statement asked the
Speaker to find a suitable
nominee to become the
prime minister in an all-
party interim govern-
ment. However, the pro-
testers have demanded
that the interim govern-
ment must only consist of
politicians acceptable to
them.

Sri Lankan Army asks protestors to desist
from violence or face consequences Colombo, Jul 14 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and ex-finance
minister Basil Rajapaksa on
Thursday gave an undertak-
ing to the Supreme Court
through their lawyers that
they will not leave the cri-
sis-hit country until the
Fundamental Rights peti-
tion filed against them is
heard on Friday, a media re-
port said on Thursday.

A five-judge bench of
Lankan Supreme Court
comprising Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya,
Justice Buwaneka
Aluwihare, Justice
Priyantha Jayawardena,
Justice Vijith Malalgoda,
and Justice LTB
Dehideniya are scheduled
to hear on Friday the peti-
tion against the two mem-
bers of the erstwhile power-
ful Rajapaksa family, the
Daily Mirror Lanka website
reported. A petition was
filed in the apex court as
Basil Rajapaksa, the
younger brother of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, was earlier on
Tuesday turned back at
the Colombo airport as he
attempted to leave the
country through the VIP
terminal.

Basil, 71, tried to leave
the bankrupt island na-
tion a day before Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives from where he
appointed Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe as
the acting President, esca-
lating political crisis and
triggering a fresh wave of
protests in the country

reeling under the worst fi-
nancial crisis in decades.

Basil, a US passport
holder, resigned as fi-
nance minister in early
April as street protests in-
tensified against short-
ages of fuel, food and
other necessities and quit
his seat in parliament in
June. Basil is being wide-
ly held responsible for the
country’s worst economic
crisis which has heaped
misery on the people.
Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
patriarch of the
Rajapaksa clan, resigned
from the post of prime
minister on May 9, hours
after his supporters at-
tacked anti-government
protesters outside
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s of-
fice. Mahinda, 76, was ear-
lier in May barred by a
Sri Lankan court from
travelling abroad in view
of investigations against
them for the deadly attack
on anti-government pro-

testers in Colombo.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, Basil won’t leave Sri Lanka
until SC hears petition, their lawyers say

Protesters react after storming the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghes office, demanding his 
resign after president Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled the coun-
try amid economic crisis in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

N asa has recently an-
nounced USD 600,000

( 495,000) in funding for a
study into the feasibility of
sending swarms of minia-
ture swimming robots
(known as independent
micro-swimmers) to explore
oceans beneath the icy
shells of our Solar System's
many ocean worlds . But
don't imagine metal hu-
manoids swimming frog-
like underwater. They will
probably be simple, triangu-
lar wedges. Pluto is one ex-
ample of a likely ocean
world. But the worlds with
oceans nearest to the sur-
face, making them the most
accessible, are Europa, a
moon of Jupiter, and
Enceladus, a moon of
Saturn.

Life inside ocean worlds
These oceans are of inter-

est to scientists not just be-
cause they contain so much
liquid water (Europa's ocean
probably has about twice as
much water as the whole of
Earth's oceans), but because
chemical interactions be-
tween rock and the ocean
water could support life. In
fact, the environment in

these oceans may be very
similar to that on Earth at
the time life began.

These are environments
where water that has seeped
into the rock of the ocean
floor becomes hot and chem-
ically enriched water that is
then expelled back into the
ocean. Microbes can feed off
this chemical energy, and
can in turn be eaten by larg-
er organisms. No sunlight or
atmosphere is actually need-
ed.

Many warm, rocky struc-
tures of this sort, known as
hydrothermal vents , have
been documented on Earth's
ocean floors since they were
discovered in 1977. In these
locations, the local food web
is indeed supported by
chemosynthesis (energy
from chemical reactions)
rather than photosynthesis
(energy from sunlight).

In most of our Solar
System's ocean worlds, the
energy that heats their
rocky interiors and prevents
the oceans from freezing all
the way to the base comes
principally from tides. This
is in contrast to the largely
radioactive heating of the
Earth's interior. But the
chemistry of the water-rock
interactions is similar.

Enceladus's ocean has al-
ready been sampled by fly-
ing the Cassini spacecraft
through plumes of ice crys-
tals that erupt through
cracks in the ice. And there
are hopes that Nasa's
Europa Clipper mission
may find similar plumes to
sample when it begins a se-
ries of close Europa flybys

in 2030. However, getting in-
side the ocean to go explor-
ing would potentially be
much more informative
than merely sniffing at a
freeze-dried sample.

In the Swim
This is where the sensing

with independent micro-
swimmers (Swim) concept
comes. The idea is to land on
Europa or Enceladus (which
would be neither cheap nor
easy) at a place where the ice
is relatively thin (not yet lo-
cated) and use a radioactive-
ly heated probe to melt a
25cm-wide hole through to
the ocean located hundreds
or thousands of metres
below.

Once there, it would re-
lease up to about four dozen
12cm long, wedge-shaped
micro-swimmers to go ex-
ploring. Their endurance
would be much less than
that of the 3.6m long au-
tonomous underwater vehi-
cle famously named Boaty
McBoatface, with a range of
2,000km that has already
achieved a cruise of more
than 100km below the
Antarctic ice.

At this stage, Swim is
merely one of five phase 2
studies into a range of ad-
vanced concepts funded in
the 2022 round of Nasa's
Innovative Advanced
Concepts (NIAC) pro-
gramme. So there are still
long odds against Swim be-
coming a reality, and no
complete mission has been
scoped out or funded.

The micro-swimmers
would communicate with
the probe acoustically

(through sound waves), and
the probe would send its
data via cable to the lander
on the surface. The study
will trial prototypes in a test
tank with all subsystems in-
tegrated.

Each micro-swimmer
could explore maybe only
tens of metres away from
the probe, limited by their
battery power and the range
of their acoustic data link,
but by acting as a flock they
could map changes (in time
or location) in temperature
and salinity. They may even
be able to measure changes
in the cloudiness of the
water, which could indicate
the direction towards the
nearest hydrothermal vent.

Power limitations of the
micro-swimmers may mean
that none could carry cam-
eras (these would need their
own light source) or sensors
that could specifically sniff
out organic molecules,
though. But at this stage,
nothing is ruled out.

I think finding signs of hy-
drothermal vents is a long
shot, however. The ocean
floor would, after all, be
many kilometres below the
micro-swimmer's release
point. But, to be fair, pin-
pointing vents is not explic-
itly suggested in the Swim
proposal. To locate and ex-
amine the vents themselves,
we probably do need Boaty
McBoatface in space. That
said, Swim would be a good
start.

Writer is Professor of
Planetary Geosciences,

The Open University
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Populous India
In 1980, the population

of China and India was
98 crore and 70 crore, re-
spectively. Sensing the
gravity of the situation,
China imposed a strict
policy, forcing couples to
have only one child,
whereas India contin-
ued with its policy of
‘Hum do, hamare do’. It
took China about four
decades to lower its pop-
ulation growth rate.
India should take a leaf
out of China’s pragmat-
ic approach. To aggra-
vate the already precari-
ous situation, there are
many fringe elements in
almost all religions in
our country who are ad-
vocating the people of
their respective commu-
nity to produce more
children. Along with
other necessary steps,
the government must
take immediate action
against such people too.
Balbir Singh Kakkar,

via mail

In nation’s interest
Our politicians leave

no stone unturned in
taking advantage of a
situation and creating
uproar, no matter how
vital the issue under
consideration might be
for national interest.
Confrontational meth-
ods in support of a polit-
ical cause has been their
modus operandi, but it
is not acceptable on a
hot issue like population
control, which has been
an impediment in the
growth of our nation.
Yogi Adityanath’s state-
ment to move forward
with the population con-
trol programme should-
n’t be imbued with po-
larising colours, as it is
in the interest of the en-
tire country, rather than
being detrimental to a
particular sect or reli-
gion. One hopes this
programme gains steam
not only in Uttar
Pradesh, but also across
the country to reduce
the burden on our limit-
ed resources.

Upant Sharma,
Panchkula

Covid protocol 
According to media

sources, Covid infec-
tions are slowly but
steadily rising through-
out Assam. Because
most people no longer
adhere to any Covid pro-
tocol, the rise in Covid
infections poses a big-
ger problem. Each per-
son is required to fulfil
his/her obligations.
Covid protocol avoid-
ance on purpose will
have severe conse-
quences.
Chandan Kumar Nath,

via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I ndia would be the world's most populated country next year, sur-
passing China, a report by the United Nations  has said.  And  in

2050,  the  country  is projected to have a population of  1.668 billion –
way ahead  of  China's 1.317  billion.  In  2022,  India's population will
only be slightly lower (at 1.412billion) than China's (1.426 billion), ac-
cording to the World Population Prospects 2022 prepared by the United
Nations  Department  of  Economic  and Social  Affairs,  Population
Division.  This  will definitely have implications for India’s economic de-
velopment. With a huge population and a major economy, India's need
for resources in the years ahead  will  become  increasingly  pressing.
For instance, June saw the country's coal imports reach "a record
high." The deal reached at the COP26 climate change summit in
November 2021 faced stumbling blocks related to the phasing  out of
coal, fossil fuel subsidies and financial support to low-income coun-
tries. India and China, both among the world's biggest burners of  coal,
insisted on a last-minute  change  of  fossil  fuel  language  in  the
Glasgow Climate Pact — from a "phase out" of coal to a "phase down."
After initial objections, opposing countries ultimately conceded. At a
macro level, the bigger a country’s population, the more the number of
people it has to support. This means that people’s productivity will
have to increase for any given percapita  income.  The  UN  estimates
exceed  those presented  in  July  2020  by  a  technical  group  of popula-
tion projections constituted by the National Commission  on  Population
(NCP),  an  Indian government panel. That report showed that India's
population will stand at 1.37 billion in 2022 and 1.39 billion in 2023, and
that the country will have apopulation of 1.41 billion only by 2025. What
is more significant, however, is the share of working-age people in the
total population. The UN  report  did  not  mention  the  working-age
population country-wise, but said the proportion of the working-age
group will continue to increase for some time in central and southern
Asia as well as in  northern  Africa  and  Western  Asia.  In  these regions,
the  working-age  population  will  start declining only by 2045. India has
a much higher proportion of working-age people than China, and that is
why it is expected to have a demographic dividend.  Also  significant  is
the  labour  force participation rate (LFPF), which is the proportion of
the working-class willing to work. LFPR stands at 42 per cent in India
against over 65 per cent  in China. This is mainly because of low female
LFPR in India, which is around 25 per cent only. This is the reason why
policies will have to be well-thoughtout. The biggest reason for differ-
ence in population growth rates in different countries is differing levels
of  fertility, as life expectancy has increased inall parts of the world. The
geographical divergence in future population growth rates also means
that the  global  economic  inequality  problem  could increase signifi-
cantly going forward. To put this in context, Sub-Saharan Africa’s share
in global GDP was just 2% in 2022, whereas 43% of global GDP be-
longed to the G-7 countries. The relationship between population
growth and sustainable     development     is     complex     and multidi-
mensional. Rapid population growth makes eradicating   poverty,   com-
batting   hunger   and malnutrition,  and  increasing  the  coverage  of
health  and  education  systems  more  difficult. Conversely, achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals, especially those related to health,
education and gender equality, will contribute to reducing fertility  lev-
els  and  slowing  global  population growth.

India’s population boom
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An overturned vehicle after a landslide due to incessant rains in Niramad sub-division of Kullu district, Thursday, July 14.

Nasa considers sending swimming robots to
habitable ocean worlds’ of the Solar System

LANDSLIDE

DAVID ROTHERY

A ccording to the United
Nations Children's

Fund (UNICEF), malnutrition is
a major contributor to the dis-
ease burden in India and a pre-
dominant risk factor for death
among children younger than 5
years of age. The World Bank es-
timates that India is one of the
highest-ranking countries in the
world for the number of children
with malnutrition. More than
one-third of the world's malnour-
ished children live in India.
Among these, half of the chil-
dren under three years old are
underweight. The major reason
for stagnant levels of undernutri-
tion among Indian children is be-
cause of a failure so far to ade-
quately prevent undernutrition
when it happens most – in the
womb, which is caused by poor
nutrition of women before and
during pregnancy. According to
the Registrar General of India,
the mortality of children under
the age of five was about 59 out of
every 1,000 live births which is
one of the highest rates in the
world. Poverty is one of the main
causes for malnutrition in India.

There are sections of population
who do not get their daily nutri-
tion because of their low income.
Nutrition deficiencies inflict
long-term damage to both indi-
viduals and society. Providing all
people with access to healthy
food is a challenge for every coun-
try, including India. The

Government of India has
launched several programmes to
converge the growing rate of nu-
tritious children. They include
Integrated Child Development
Services, NCF, National Health
Mission and Mid Day Meal
scheme. It facilitates a supple-
mentary nutrition programme,

growth monitoring and promo-
tion, nutrition and health educa-
tion, immunization, health
check-ups and health referrals, as
well as pre-school education. But
due to corruption, people are still
not getting properly benefitted
from these schemes and food pro-
vided under these schemes are

usually of good quality, so it does
not fulfil the need of people suf-
fering from malnutrition. So the
government and authorities need
to take proper steps to provide nu-
tritional food, monitor growth and
ensure regular health check-ups
because every citizen need to be
healthy to build a healthy society.
Also Read - Women's representa-
tion in modern advertisement Also
the COVID-19 pandemic and meas-
ures to contain it have had in-
evitable negative impacts. Rising
unemployment, food supply dis-
ruption, a downturn in interna-
tional trade, etc. pose serious chal-
lenges to the already precarious
Indian food and nutrition security.
It could in turn further intensify
the existing problem of malnutri-
tion among women and children.
This in turn accelerates undernu-
trition and lowers immunity in the
midst of a pandemic, making them
more prone to infections and dis-
eases. COVID-19 has also substan-
tially affected the network of gov-
ernment-run health and develop-
ment centres. So also government
needs to prepare an alternative
way to control malnutrition in a
situation like COVID-19 pandemic.

Tackling malnutrition 

T he two ghastly incidents of Islamic terrorists slitting the throat
of a Hindu target at Amravati in Maharashtra and the beheading

of another at Udaipur in Rajasthan a week later, in full public view
after delivering an open threat in both cases for the support voiced by
the victims on social media for now suspended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her remarks on Prophet Muhammed made during a
TV debate, indicate a new level of threat to India's internal security
from radicals manoeuvred by a hostile Pakistan. In both cases, the ter-
ror act was preceded by meticulous planning negating the view that
these events of raw violence could be attributed to 'sudden and grave
provocation' linked directly to what the party functionary of the BJP
had said. Many people in the legal profession have disagreed with the
judicial observations made by the apex court while throwing out the
request of the 'accused' former BJP spokesperson to club together the
numerous cases filed against her on the same count. In essence, the
court held Sharma directly responsible for the Udaipur beheading of a
hapless Hindu tailor. Can it be said that what the BJP representative
gave out by way of a 'spoken' word — for which a set of laws is already
being applied — was good enough for a group of people to plan physi-
cal violence in the gruesome murder of two Hindus for merely agree-
ing to her remarks? The socio-political environment — howsoever bad
— cannot legitimise resorting to a medieval kind of public violence.
The state in democratic India must punish these 'terrorists' on a deter-
rent note for the sake of its internal security and go all out to uncover
the wider conspiracy behind these events involving India's adver-
saries, for an equally effective response. In India, all religions are on
the same footing as far as respecting the sensitivities of their followers
is concerned and no community could claim to be on a different
pedestal from others in this regard. It is now becoming clear in the in-
vestigation of these cases by the NIA that the acts of terrorism might
be the doing of Pakistani agents who have been guided through the
planning, resource mobilisation and modus operandi for carrying them
out. These events should be seen as the culmination of three alarming
aspects of cross-border terrorism which became particularly marked
ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi — known for his tough stand
on Pakistan-sponsored terrorism against India — returned to power for
a second term in 2019. One is the extensive harnessing of Islamic radi-
cal outfits by Pak ISI in the proxy war against India in Kashmir and else-
where — more so after the abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution. It was aided by the re-installation of the Taliban Emirate
in Kabul in August 2021 which had come about with the full backing of
Pakistan. Secondly, the rise of the anti-Modi lobby comprising ele-
ments of the opposition, civil society fora and anti-India forces abroad,
with its narratives of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and anti-minor-
ity outlook of the regime, has encouraged Pakistan to openly denounce
India for promoting Hindutva at the cost of Muslim rights and freedom.
It needs to be mentioned that the average members of any minority
community in India have the same concerns of livelihood and security
as the ordinary people of the majority community here would face —
they all desire to live in peace. Democratic India must sternly put down
the violence encouraged out of political motives and in particular
counter-radicalisation fomented by the adversary. Scan of social media
has to be enlarged manifold since this has become an instrument of
combat and subversion. People have to be made aware that social
media is like a public platform which should be used only for legitimate
communication and which is subject to do's and don'ts governed by the
IT Act. Broadly speaking, one should not use social media for anything
that one would not be doing or saying in a public forum. The right to
privacy cannot be taken for granted while using social media. Indian
citizens need to be also educated on national security in a broad sense
and on their contribution to the same for the sake of national unity and
integrity as enjoined upon them by the Preamble to our Constitution.
The country should stand together against terrorism regardless of in-
ternal differences on political or religious issues.

New cross-border terror 
is far more audacious
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New Delhi, Jul 14: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday underlined the
need for blended finance
and leveraging private cap-
ital to achieve sustainable
development goals (SDGs).
She was speaking at the
Sustainable Finance for
Climate Transition round-
table in Bali, Indonesia,
which is hosting the third
G20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
(FMCBG). “The Union
Finance Minister high-
lighted the role of #MDBs,
use of #Blended Finance
and leveraging #Private
Capital for scaling up
#Sustainable Finance and
reaching #SDGs,” the fi-
nance ministry said in a
series of tweets. The fi-
nance minister also shared
India’s two-pronged ener-
gy transition plan — pro-
moting renewables in the
energy mix and adopting
innovative policy meas-
ures — for increasing ener-
gy efficiency and security.
“FM Smt. @nsitharaman
emphasised the

#Panchamrit strategy to
tackle #Climate Change,
as envisaged by Prime
Minister @narendramo-
di,” another tweet said.

At the COP26 confer-
ence in Glasgow, Scotland,
last year, Prime Minister
Modi took the pledge of
‘Panchamrit’ or five-nec-
tar elements in India’s
fight against climate
change. The ‘Panchamrit’
commitment seeks to raise
India’s non-fossil fuel-

based energy capacity to
500 GW by 2030, ensure
that 50 per cent of the
country’s energy require-
ments would be met by re-
newable energy sources by
the same year, reduce the
total projected carbon
emission by one billion
tonnes, decrease the car-
bon intensity of the econo-
my to less than 45 per cent
and finally, achieve net
zero emissions by 2070.
The SDGs adopted by

member countries of the
United Nations in 2015 are
intended at fostering peace
and prosperity for people
and the planet.

Some of these 17 goals
are no poverty, zero
hunger, good health and
wellbeing, quality educa-
tion, gender equality, clean
water and sanitation, af-
fordable and clean energy,
decent work and economic
growth, industry, innova-
tion and infrastructure.

Need for blended finance, leveraging private
capital to achieve SDGs: FM Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in a meeting with International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva and other delegates, on the sidelines
of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting, in Bali, Indonesia,
Thursday, July 14.

Mumbai, Jul 14:  

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty gave up
early gains to close lower
for a fourth straight ses-
sion on Thursday due to
selling in IT and banking
shares amid weak global
equities. The 30-share BSE
benchmark settled 98
points or 0.18 per cent
lower at 53,416.15. During
the day, it hit a high of
53,861.28 and a low of
53,163.77. The broader NSE
Nifty also pared initial
gains and ended 28 points
or 0.18 per cent down to
settle at 15,938.65. Among
the Sensex constituents,
Axis Bank declined the
most by 1.74 per cent. HCL
Technologies, State Bank
of India, Tech Mahindra,
TCS, Wipro, UltraTech
Cement and ITC were the

major laggards. Sun
Pharma, Dr Reddy’s Lab,
Maruti Suzuki India,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Titan and Reliance
Industries were among the
gainers. Energy stocks
gained after reports said

that the government may
review the windfall tax on
petrol and diesel exports
after a sharp decline in
crude oil prices. Reliance
Industries rose by 0.83 per
cent helping the index re-
strict losses.

Sensex, Nifty slide for 4th
day; IT, banking shares drop

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

Minister of state for
housing and urban affairs
Kaushal Kishore asked
banks to simplify the pa-
perwork for providing
home loans as this will
help in achieving ‘housing
for all’. At a national con-
ference on ‘Housing
Finance in India - Issues
and Solutions’ organised
by industry body
Assocham, Kishore said
bankers, builders and all
the stakeholders in fi-
nance should cooperate
and work together in ful-
filling prime minister’s vi-
sion to provide a home to
every citizen in the coun-
try. It would be a matter of
honour for India if every
poor of the country has
his own house and is pro-

vided with basic facilities
like roti, kapada and
makaan, the minister said
as per the Assocham state-
ment. However, Kishore
said there is a need to sim-
plify the processes to en-
able that. Kishore told the
bankers that steps should
be taken to help people
avail of the housing loan
through easy paperwork.

“According to an estimate,
there are about 1,36,000
bank branches across the
country. If the applicants
are able to get housing
loans easily from these
banks then the work of
providing a house to all
will also be easy,” he said.
Pradeep Aggarwal,
Chairman, National
Council on Real Estate,
Housing and Urban
Development of
Assocham, and Chairman
of Signature Global, said
that affordable housing
projects have become an
important pillar of the real
estate sector. In his theme
address, D S Tripathi,
Managing Director & CEO,
Aadhar Housing Finance
Ltd, said housing con-
tributes to 7 per cent of
GDP in the economy.

Banks should simplify paperwork
for home loans: Kaushal Kishore

Mumbai, Jul 14: 

The rupee declined by 9
paise to settle at a new
record low of 79.90 against
the US currency on
Thursday due to a firm US
dollar in overseas markets
and capital outflows. A de-
cline in crude oil prices in
the international markets,
however, restricted the
rupee losses, forex dealers
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local currency opened
strong at 79.72 and wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
79.71 and a low of 79.92
against the US dollar in
the day trade. The local
unit finally settled at 79.90
a dollar, down 9 paise over
its previous close. The
rupee pared its early gains
as the US dollar continued

to gain against a basket of
leading global currencies
in early European trade.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trad-
ing 0.37 per cent up at
108.36. Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark,
dropped 2.20 per cent to
USD 97.38 per barrel.

Rupee drops 9 paise to hit lifetime
low of 79.90 against US dollar

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1144::  

The wholesale price-based
inflation eased to a three-
month low of 15.18 per cent in
June on a sharp decline in the
prices of minerals, but food
articles continued to remain
costly. June is the 15th consec-
utive month when the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)
based inflation remained in

double-digit. Last month, it
touched a record high of 15.88
per cent. In June 2021, it was
12.07 per cent. Inflation in food
articles in June was 14.39 per
cent, as prices of vegetables,
fruits and potato witnessed a
sharp spike over the year-ago
period. In May, the wholesale
price inflation in food articles
was 12.34 per cent. The rate of
price rise in vegetables was

56.75 per cent, while in potato
and fruits, it was 39.38 and
20.33 per cent, respectively. 
The WPI inflation in minerals
dropped sharply to 8.55 per
cent in June from 33.94 per
cent in May. In the fuel and
power basket, inflation was
40.38 per cent, while in manu-
factured products and oil
seeds, it was 9.19 per cent and
2.74 per cent, respectively. 

WPI inflation eases to 
3-month low of 15.18 pc in Jun

Mumbai, Jul 14:

India’s gems and jew-
ellery exports rose by
21.41 per cent to Rs
25,295.69 crore (USD
3,241.38 million) in June
compared to the same
month last year, an indus-
try body said on
Thursday.

The overall gems and
jewellery exports stood at
Rs 20,835.57 crore (USD
2,830.79 million) in June
2021, the Gem and
Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) said in a state-
ment. Exports during
April-June 2022 rose by
14.6 per cent to Rs
77,049.76 crore (USD
9,983.78 million) com-
pared to Rs 67,231.25 crore
(USD 9,110.48 million)
during April-June 2021.
GJEPC stated that the
gem and jewellery exports
to the Middle East have

started showing positive
impact post the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
CEPA) with the UAE.
“Post the implementation
of India-UAE CEPA on
May 1, plain gold jew-
ellery exports to the UAE
witnessed a growth of 72
per cent to Rs 1,048.40
crore in May and 68.65 per
cent to Rs 1,451.58 crore in
June 2022 compared to Rs
609.47 crore in May 2021
and Rs 860.73 crore in
June 2021, respectively,”
GJEPC said.

Total gem and jewellery
exports to the UAE during
April to June 2022 wit-
nessed a growth of 10.09
per cent to Rs 9,802.72
crore against Rs 8,904.08
crore for the same period
last year.

“Plain gold jewellery
exports have been the im-
mediate beneficiary of
the India-UAE CEPA.

Gem, jewellery exports grow by 
21.41 pc to Rs 25,295 cr in June : GJEPC

New Delhi, Jul 14:

Insurance regulator
IRDAI on Thursday al-
lowed general insurers to
launch products for the
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities without its prior
approval.

Last month, Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) had permit-
ted insurers to launch
health and most of the
general insurance prod-
ucts by extending the
ambit of ‘use and file’ pro-
cedure, thus giving them
greater leeway in design-
ing and pricing of insur-
ance covers in line with
market needs. The ‘use
and file’ procedure was
also extended to most of
the life insurance prod-

ucts. “In order to facilitate
the insurance industry to
promote insurance pene-
tration and enhance cover-
age in the unserved and
underserved areas by de-
signing suitable and need-
based products covering
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities, the
Authority...hereby permits
the general insurers to file
retail products for agricul-
ture and allied activities
under the Use and File
procedure,” it said in a cir-
cular.

This move, the regulator
said will facilitate insur-
ance companies to design
and launch innovative
products for these seg-
ments in a timely manner
and expand the choices
available to the policyhold-
ers.

IRDAI eases norms for launching
agri insurance products

CAD expected to
deteriorate in FY23
on costlier import:

FinMin Report
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1144::  India’s cur-
rent account deficit is expected
to deteriorate in the current fis-
cal on account of costlier
imports and tepid merchandise
exports, according to the
Finance Ministry’s monthly eco-
nomic review.  The review
released on Thursday by the
ministry also said that global
headwinds would continue to
pose a downside risk to growth
as crude oil and edibles, which
have driven inflation in India,
remain major imported compo-
nents in the consumption bas-
ket.  For the present, it said,
“their global prices have soft-
ened, as fears of recession have
dampened prices somewhat.
This would weaken inflationary
pressures in India and rein in
inflation.” If recession concerns
do not lead to a sustained and
meaningful reduction in the
prices of food and energy com-
modities, “then India’s CAD
(current account deficit) will
deteriorate in 2022-23 on
account of costlier imports and
tepid exports on the merchan-
dise account.” Primarily driven
by an increase in trade deficit,
the CAD stood at 1.2 per cent of
GDP in 2021-22. Analysts
expects CAD may expand to 3
per cent of the GDP in the cur-
rent financial year. Kusha Kapila shares her 

experience of hosting ‘Comicstaan 3’

D
igital content creator and social media influencer
Kusha Kapila, who is set to host the upcoming
season 3 of reality stand-up comedy competition

OTT show ‘Comicstaan along with comic artiste Abish
Mathew, recently opened up on her experience of

being a show host. Talking about it Kusha said,
"Hosting was one of the most taxing jobs that
I have done. I was very nervous in the begin-
ning but the way all the judges welcomed
and supported me, it was all very helpful.
I feel incredibly lucky." She praised her
co-host and shared how this journey
was a learning curve for her, "Abish
as a co-host is incredible. There is
so much prep that happens in the

background so I got to learn so
much. For me it was a

school, an institution.
And I loved it."

Actress Elnaaz Norouzi, known
for her work as Zoya in OTT

series Sacred Games', is set to
star in the second season of the
Emmy winning 'series 'Tehran'.
She is turning a singer with her
debut track which is yet to be
titled. Commenting on the
development, the actress said:
"I cannot contain my excite-
ment now that the news is out.
I've been working and holding
onto this song for more than 2
years. It's a big deal for me as
it's all so new to me but I've
worked extremely hard on it
and now I can show it to the
world. It'll be out this month
and I hope everyone supports
me in my journey as a
singer."
Talking about how the song
came into existence, she
continued: "The journey to
this song started with me
taking vocal training
because I wanted to work on
my voice for my acting.
That's when my teacher and
vocal trainer pursued me to
learn music saying that 'you
have a good voice'. Initially,
I was like, 'Okay, this is not
on my radar at all'."
"However, during Covid first
wave, when I was stuck in
Germany, I met a music
manager who also liked my

voice and offered me to sing.
That's how it all started.

C
omedy Central – one of the most
popular and youth-centric come-
dy channels, has come up with a

double delight for its audience. Serving
rib-tickling humour, the channel has an-
nounced the Indian Television Premiere
of the third season of Bob Hearts
Abishola on 14th July and a new comedy
show, Future Man, on 26th July respec-
tively.

Bob Hearts Abishola is an award-win-
ning rom-com by Chuck Lorre of The
Big Bang Theory and Young Sheldon
fame. Starring Billy Gardell and Folake
Olowofoyeku, the show is about Bob’s
one-sided love for a nurse named

Abishola and the length to
which he goes to
win her heart.
The sitcom
has been a
P r i m e t i m e
nominee on Emmy
2020. Entertaining
viewers on Comedy
Central since June,
its third season will
be telecast from
14th July, Monday
to Friday, 8 pm on-
wards.

Coming on 26th July
is Future Man, a sci-fi
comedy show executive
produced by funnyman
Seth Rogen and Evan
Goldberg of Pineapple
Express and This Is The
End fame. The show re-
volves around janitor-
turned gamer Josh
Futturman, who cracks an ap-
parently unbeatable game, only
to have in-game characters
Tiger and Wolf involve him to
fight Biotic Wars! Starring Josh
Hutcherson of Hunger Games and Eliza
Coupe of Quantico fame, the show has a
7.7/10 IMDb rating and is part of
Comedy Central’s Happiness Buffet. The
first season of Future Man will be
broadcast from July 26, Monday to
Friday, 10 pm onwards.

Laugh your hearts out with Bob
Hearts Abishola S3 from July 14, and
Future Man from July 26, only on
Comedy Central!

A
ctress and can-
cer crusader
Sonali Bendre,

who was diagnosed
with metastatic cancer in
2018, visited the hospital
in New York where she
had undergone treat-
ment.

She penned down her
"bittersweet" experience
of re-visiting the hospital
four years later.

Sonali wrote: "This
chair, this view, this exact
same spot... 4 years later.
From sheer terror to con-

tinued hope, so much has
changed yet so much re-
mains the same. It was
unreal to sit there and see
patients going in and I
could see that I had been
through a similar jour-
ney... Saw the chemother-
apy suite, the same wait-
ing room, faces were dif-
ferent." "I felt like telling
the patients that there's
HOPE, and I am there on
the other side and look at
me today I have come in
for a visit on the other
side of the spectrum... It

was, as you can guess, a
very bittersweet, emo-
tional day. I stepped out,
looked my son in the eye,
with the sunshine on my
face and thanked the uni-
verse for everything."

Sonali is known for her
work in hit movies like
"Sarfarosh" and "Hum
Saath Saath Hain", to
name a few.

She made her OTT
debut in web-series "The
Broken News", a Hindi
adaptation of the popular
2018 British series Press.

ACROSS

1. She, in Seville

5. Civic gp.

10. Mimic

14. Film holder

15. Fauna's partner

16. Fortune's partner

17. Enrolled

19. Peruvian Indian

20. Go downhill

21. Salamanders

22. Town's announcer

23. Commotion

25. Sister's daughters

26. Distribute

28. Carrying weapons

31. Thin

32. Central American country

37. Spud

39. Pierre's friend

40. Speed trap device

41. Surgical procedure

43. Stop that!

44. Sort

45. Rabbitlike animals

46. Taunted

50. Mountain cat

51. Prodded

52. Atoll material

55. Couple

58. Rendered fat

59. Avoiding meat, fish and poultry

61. Understood! (2 wds.)

62. Loiters

63. Nut's partner

64. British noble

65. Impoverished

66. Absorbed by

DOWN

1. Slips up

2. Onion's kin

3. Enact laws

4. ____ Baba

5. Behind

6. Large amount

7. Type

8. Crude minerals

9. Scoundrel

10. Burning

11. Sudden fright

12. TV host

13. Raises children

18. Fit of temper

22. Fall drink

24. Copier's need

25. Fish trap

26. Choir voice

27. Bound

28. Once more

29. Hearsay

30. Down East

33. Lady's title

34. Worship

35. Rural road

36. Fine ____

38. Expressed anger

42. Senator ____ Kennedy

45. Luau entertainment

46. Dutch bloom

47. Make disappear

48. Consent

49. Jewish feast

50. Sucker

52. Yield

53. Leer

54. Critic Rex ____

56. Cartoonist Disney

57. Upon

59. Wine (Fr.)

60. Baseball stat
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New opportunities may give you a chance
to increase your financial standing and
expand yourself professionally. Innovations
that you've produced in the past have
attracted the attention of those in positions
of authority, Aquarius, and the fruits of
your labor may manifest now. Don't expect
to be able to relax and enjoy them, howev-
er, as a lot of effort still lies ahead. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Relations with those you care about con-
tinue to be warm and supportive. Friends
may want to pitch in and help you with a
project, Pisces, or you could lend a hand to
someone else. Strong bonds with others
could be forged at this time, which might
lead to firm and lasting friendships in the
future. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be happier than usual with
what you see in the mirror, Aries,
because your inner beauty is more visi-
ble than usual. You could also feel espe-
cially sociable. Both old friends and new
should find your company especially
congenial. Romance blossoms, although
there's a slight tendency today to see
partners through rose-colored glasses. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Although you might feel a bit inclined
toward solitude today, Taurus, don't
indulge it. This is a great day to get out
with friends and meet new people, if
possible, particularly women. You can
forge closer bonds at this time, and you
might also make valuable business con-
tacts that prove profitable in the future. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A female friend you haven't seen for a
while could surprise you with a call. A lot of
interesting news and useful information
could be exchanged that benefits both of
you. You may make a number of short jour-
neys throughout the day, Gemini, as you
have a lot that needs doing. A small
increase in income could also be in the
works. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A male friend could put you in touch with
people from foreign countries or people
who have traveled a lot. They might have
valuable information that you could use
later. This information could also help you
finish old projects that have been waiting
to be done. Your eye for detail is especial-
ly acute, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today, Leo, you might find yourself think-
ing longingly of exotic lands and possibly
traveling to them in the future. You could
also wonder about the people who live in
those countries. Romantic daydreams
may distract you from your day-to-day
business, so it's important to stay
focused. Read travel books and rent trav-
el videos. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Romance and marriage are very much on
your mind today, Virgo. A special conversa-
tion with a possible love partner could have
you hankering for happily ever after. Books
on attracting and maintaining relationships
might be especially appealing as well as
useful. Take care not to put too much stock
in detailed analyses, however. Remember
that such books are based on generalities. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're feeling especially healthy, ener-
getic, and attractive today, Libra, and
some friends may suddenly see you in a
new light. This could bring a valuable
boost in self-confidence. New careers
that pay more and offer more of a chal-
lenge are especially appealing to you
now. Consider them seriously. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your natural warmth and loving nature
should be more apparent than usual
today, Scorpio. You're likely to attract
new people, both men and women, into
your aura. Perhaps old friends you
haven't seen for a while suddenly reap-
pear on the scene. This is an excellent
time to plan a social event or invite a
friend to lunch, if possible. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Friction with family members, particular-
ly women, could prove irritating, espe-
cially since you're torn between their
quirks and the love you have for them.
This isn't the time to hold grudges,
Sagittarius. Let them go. You might feel
the urge to do some home repairs, redec-
orate, or otherwise improve your home,
or perhaps cook a great meal. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today should bring pleasant and prof-
itable communications with women, pos-
sibly some new friends. A lot of people
will want talk to you, although perhaps
more than you can realistically handle.
Be careful not to commit to too many
things. You could end up spreading your-
self too thin. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sonali Bendre visits hospital where
she was treated for cancer

Comedy Central premieres ‘Bob Hearts
Abishola Season 3’ and ‘Future Man’

Elnaaz Norouzi
turns singer with

her untitled track,
song to be out

on July 27

S
tar Bharat is turning into one of
the top destinations for captivat-
ing and compelling content. In

the show, we will see Karan V Grover
playing the role of Riteish Malhotra, a
Bollywood superstar who now, con-
nects with Zoon and deliberately be-
comes her father figure with a fatal
twist.

In the show, sharing the most
adorable bond with Zoon, Karan
learns how to become a father as they
spend time together. Post his mar-
riage, Karna is learning all the parent-
ing skills through this show ‘Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai’ where Zoon con-
stantly insists him to be her father.

Karan on playing the role of Zoon’s
father says, “Zoon is most definitely
an adorable child, and every day
while shooting, I am learning what it
would actually be for a parent to look
after a five-year-old, though she’s not
my daughter in the show but my
character Ritesh definitely develops a
parental feeling as he himself has
had a very lonely childhood. I
realise it is true that a child
is the father of a man.” The
show is all about three
strangers who’s fates are
bringing them together.

Zoon  feels an absence of a father fig-
ure in her life. Ritesh, played by Karan
V Grover, a famous Bollywood actor
has everything a man desires but a
connection in which he can pour his
heart out. He is guilt driven from an
incidence in the past with a wound so
deep, but somehow manages to carry a
smile for which is sold in the name of
stardom. He is playing the role of a
person who takes care of Zoon as a fa-
ther and their bond gets deeper with
time. Will Zoon bridge the gap be-
tween Indu and Ritesh? Will her
dream of a ‘perfect’ family get ful-
filled? Stay tuned to know more about

‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’
only at Star Bharat from

Monday to Friday at
9:30pm.

Karan learns parenting in ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’ 



Singapore, Jul 14 (PTI):

Olympic bronze
medallist Saina Nehwal
showed signs of regaining
her form with a sensation-
al win over Chinese world
number 9 He Bing Jiao in
the Singapore Open here
on Thursday.

The two-time
Commonwealth Games
gold winner joined com-
patriots PV Sindhu and
HS Prannoy in the quar-
terfinals of the tourna-
ment.

Saina, a London
Olympics bronze medal-
list, prevailed 21-19 11-21
21-17 over the fifth seeded
Chinese to make the last
eight stage. It will be her
first appearance in quar-
terfinals of a Super 500
event in over two and a
half years. She will meet
Japan's Aya Ohori next.

The 32-year-old from
Hyderabad has been bat-
tling a series of injuries
and lack of form in the
past few years, which
forced her to skip the se-
lection trials for the
Commonwealth Games,
in April.

In the last three years,

Saina's best performance
had been a semifinal fin-
ish at Orleans Master
Super 100 last year. She
had also reached the quar-
terfinal stage at Malaysia
Masters and Barcelona
Spain Masters in 2020.

Two-time Olympic
medallist Sindhu and in-
form Prannoy also
stormed into the quarter-
finals after registering
fighting wins.

Third seed Sindhu
staved off a spirited chal-
lenge from Vietnam's
world number 59 Thuy
Linh Nguyen 19-21 21-19
21-18 in the women's sin-
gles competition to set up
a clash with China's Han
Yue.

Prannoy, ranked world
number 19, notched up his
second win in three weeks
over world number four
and third seed Chou Tien
Chen of Chinese Taipei
14-21 22-20 21-18 in an hour

and nine minute contest.
The 29-year-old Indian,

who is looking to break
his five-year-old title
drought, will face Japan's
Kodai Naraoka next.

The men's doubles pair-
ing of MR Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila also en-
tered the quarters, with a
stunning 18-21 24-22 21-18
win over sixth seeded
Malaysian combination of
Goh Sze Fei and Nur
Izzuddin.

A day after notching up
an unset win over compa-
triot Kidambi Srikanth,
Mithun Manjunath's run
ended with a fighting 10-
21 21-18 16-21 loss to
Ireland's Nhat Nguyen.

Ashmita Chaliha, who
had defeated Thailand's
B u s a n a n
Ongbamrungphan, also
couldn't proceed further
in the tournament, losing
9-21 13-21 to Han Yue of
China.
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Saina stuns Bing
Jiao to join

Sindhu, Prannoy
in quarterfinals of

Singapore Open

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Virat Kohli and Jasprit
Bumrah were on Thursday
rested from the five T20Is
against the West Indies, to
be played in the Caribbean
and the United States from
July 29.

KL Rahul, who recently
underwent a surgery for
sports hernia, and Kuldeep
Yadav were picked in the
18-man squad subject to fit-
ness. Kuldeep had suffered
a hand injury in the home
series against South Africa
in June.

Ravichandran Ashwin
also made a comeback to
the T20 squad, having
played his last T20 in

November last year.
PTI had earlier reported

that Kohli, who is strug-
gling for form and has not
scored a hundred since
November 2019, had asked
for rest from the entire
white-leg tour of the West
Indies comprising three
ODIs and five T20s. The
tour begins on July 22.

Star leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal has also
been given rest.

Besides Kohli, Bumrah
will not be part of the
Caribbean and the United
States tour. Skipper Rohit
Sharma, Rishabh Pant
and Hardik Pandya, who
will not be part of the pre-
ceding ODI series, will re-

turn for the T20s. Shikhar
Dhawan will captain in
ODIs. Leg spinner Ravi
Bishnoi has retained his
place in the T20 side and so
has pacer Avesh Khan.

Left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh, who was
not part of the full-
strength squad against
England in the final two
T20s, is back in the mix.

From the squad that
won the series in England,
pace sensation Umran
Malik has been dropped.
In his outings in Ireland
and England, Malik has
shown that he remains a
work in progress and
needs to improve on his ac-
curacy.

Kohli, Bumrah rested
from West Indies T20s;

Ashwin returns

Changwon, Jul 14 (PTI):

India topped the medal's
tally at the ongoing ISSF
Shooting World Cup here
on Thursday after a slew
of fantastic outings from
its shooters.

India finished the tour-
nament with eight medals
-- three gold, four silver
and one bronze -- and were
way ahead of hosts Korea
and Serbia in the medal's
tally.

The day began on a bril-
liant note for India when
the troika of Arjun
Babuta, Shahu Tushar
Mane and Paarth Makhija
helped the country bag its
third gold medal, beating
Korea 17-15 in the 10m air
rifle team event.

Arjun, Makhija and
Mane fought neck to neck
and staged a comeback,
leading through the final
to claim the top prize
ahead of the Korean team
of Seungho Bang, Sangdo
Kim, and Hajun Park.

It was Arjun and
Shahu's second gold in the
World Cup.

The second medal of the

day came in the form of
silver when the trio of
Elavenil Valaviran,
Mehuli Ghosh, and
Ramita settled for silver
after going down to the
home team of Jihyeon
Keum, Eunseo Lee, and
Dayeong Gwon 10-16.

In the men's 10m air
Pistol team event final, the
Indian team put up a spir-
ited fight against the expe-
rienced Italian trio of
Paolo Monna, Alessio
Torracchi and Luca
Tesconi before going down
15-17, ensuring another sil-
ver for the country.

India's third silver of
the day came in the 10m
air pistol team women's
event when the new-look
team of Rhythm Sangwan,
Yuvika Tomar and Palak
faced a 2-10 drubbing
against a quality Korean
side comprising Tokyo
Olympics silver medallist
Kim Minjung.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Former Indian off-spin-
ner Harbhajan Singh will
be back in the cricket field
when he competes in the
second season of the
Legends League Cricket
(LLC) in September.

Harbhajan will join for-
mer Indian opener
Virender Sehwag, Irfan
Pathan, Yusuf Pathan, for-
mer Australian speedster

Brett Lee, spin legend
Muttiah Muralitharan,
and World Cup winning
former England captain,
Eoin Morgan. The second
season of the LLC will fea-
ture four teams and 110
former international
cricketers. It makes me
feel super charged to be
back on the ground and
play with the global leg-
ends of the game. I am
looking forward to
September eagerly,

Harbhajan said.
Besides Harbhajan,
former Bangladesh

skipper Mashrafe
Mortaza has also con-
firmed his participation in
the upcoming edition of
LLC. Meanwhile, former
West Indies cricketers,
Lendl Simmons and
Denesh Ramdin have
joined the league's player
draft for the upcoming sea-
son. The inaugural edition
of the tournament fea-
tured former cricketers
from India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Australia, England
divided into three teams
representing India, Asia
and Rest of the World re-
spectively.

Harbhajan to play in
second edition of

Legends League Cricket

India top medal tally with
3 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze

Indian shooters Arjun
Babuta and Paarth Makhija
during an event at the ISSF

Shooting World Cup.

Melbourne, Jul 14 (PTI):

Australia women's team
captain Meg Lanning is
hoping that cricket's ap-
pearance at the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
could go a long way in
helping the sport enter the
Olympics.

Lanning and Co. will be
competing at the
Birmingham showpiece,
starting July 28, as cricket
returns to the
Commonwealth Games for
the first time since 1998.

The Australian men's
team had claimed a silver
when cricket was included
at the quadrennial event
more than two decades
ago. "Cricket in the
Olympics would be amaz-
ing. Especially for the
game as well, to reach a
new audience," Lanning
told BBC Sport.

"It would allow different
people to see that game
would really help the
growth of it in other coun-
tries around the world,
and particularly for
women."

Paris will host the next
edition of the Olympics in
2024, followed by Los
Angeles in 2028 and
Brisbane in 2032. Lanning

feels the sport will be in-
cluded someday in the fu-
ture. "I'm not really sure
what it takes to get it into
the Olympics, but from the
perspective of players, it
would be amazing,"
Lanning added.

"It's something I'd love to
do but I think if it was
going to happen, it will
probably be once I've fin-
ished up playing."

This time eight coun-
tries will battle it out in a
10-day women's T20 tour-
nament at Edgbaston, and
Lanning will try to help
her side win the gold.

Australia captain Meg Lanning

wants to see cricket at Olympics

Eugene (USA), Jul 14 (PTI):

Neeraj Chopra will carry
a billion hopes into the
World Championship for yet
another landmark result
and it won't be a surprise if
long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar also grabs a
slice of history at the show-
piece, starting here Friday.

Chopra is cherishing phe-
nomenal results this season.

The star athlete has im-
proved his personal best
twice -- he recorded a 89.30m
throw on June 14 at the
Paavo Nurmi Games in
Finland before sending his
spear to 89.94m, just 6cm shy
of 90m, in the prestigious
Stockholm Diamond League
Meeting on June 30.

In between, he had won
the javelin throw event at
Kuortane Games in Finland

with a throw of 86.69m
under wet and slippery con-
ditions. Given the form he is
in, the Tokyo Olympic
Champion is expected to
script history and become
only the second Indian and
first male player from the
country to win a medal in
the World Athletics
Championships. Chopra's
main rival for the gold
medal will be the defending
champion Anderson Peters
of Grenada. Peters is the
favourite to win gold as he
owns four of the top five
throws this season. His best
effort of 93.07 is also the best
result this season.

A gold is, however, not be-
yond Chopra's reach as he
has beaten Peters twice this
season -- at Paavo Nurmi
Games and Kuortane
Games. Peters also strug-
gled briefly this season due
to injury while Chopra has
been in the pink of his
health.

World Championship

Spotlight on Neeraj, dark horse
Sreeshankar too eyes glory Georgetown, Jul 14 (AP):

Bangladesh won the one-
day international series
from the West Indies,
bouncing back from losing
the test and Twenty20 se-
ries.

Bangladesh made West
Indies bat first and bowled
out the home side for 108 in
35 overs. The Bangladeshis
took less than 21 overs to
reach the target, for the loss
of one wicket.

The visitors have won the
two ODIs by six and nine
wickets for a fifth succes-
sive bilateral series win.

The last ODI and tour
match is on Saturday at the
same Providence Stadium
and Bangladesh will be fa-
vored to beat West Indies an
11th straight time since late
2018. West Indies couldn't
handle spin again, as
Nasum Ahmed took his
first ODI wickets to start
the West Indies collapse and
Mehidy Hasan Miraz fin-
ished the rout with 4-29.
The home side rode some

early luck when openers
Kyle Mayers survived a
messed-up stumping
chance off Mehidy, and
Shai Hope overturned an
lbw decision to Nasum. But
the batters didn't last much
longer. Mayers was bowled
by Mosaddek Hossain try-
ing to defend on the front
foot. Then Shamarh Brooks

was bowled by Nasum for
his first ODI wicket in his
second match. Mosaddek
caught Hope who mishit an
attempted slog sweep, and
in the same over Nasum got
captain Nicholas Pooran
dragging on. West Indies
was 45-4 and Nasum had 3-9
from six overs, three of
them maidens.

Bangladesh clinch ODI series from
Windies after 9-wicket win

Najmul Hossain Shanto (L) of Bangladesh celebrates taking the
catch to dismiss Shai Hope of West Indies.

Terrassa (Spain), Jul 14 (PTI):

The FIH World Cup did not go
as expected for the Indian
women's hockey team but
striker Navneet Kaur on
Thursday said the side will
look to better its performance
at the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham.
India finished ninth in the
World Cup.
The team began the campaign
with a 1-1 draw against
England. In its next match, it
was held to a 1-1 draw by
China. India's final group

stage match ended in a 3-4
defeat to New Zealand.
India had a chance to go to
the quarterfinals despite fin-
ishing third in the group stage.
However, they missed out on
the opportunity to finish in the
top 8 after a 0-1 loss to Spain.
Speaking about India's loss to
Spain, Navneet said, "When
we lost the match against
Spain, we were utterly disap-
pointed but knew we had to
quickly put that match behind
us and focus on the upcoming
games against Canada and
Japan.

We will work on bettering our
performance at CWG: Navneet

‘Proportion of 
unmarried youth rising’

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The proportion of
unmarried persons
within the age brack-
et of 15-29 years has
increased to 23 per
cent in 2019 from 17.2
per cent in 2011, ac-

cording to a government
survey. As per the National
Youth Policy 2014, those
aged 15 to 29 years are clas-
sified as youth. The latest
report of the National
Statistical Office stated that
the percentage share of the
youth population (15-29
years) who are never mar-
ried has shown an increas-
ing trend in the male popu-

lation from 20.8 per cent in
2011 to 26.1 per cent in 2019
and similar trend has been
observed in case of the fe-
male population. The pro-
portion of unmarried fe-
males rose from 13.5 per
cent in 2011 to 19.9 per cent.
In 2019, the highest percent-
age share of youth popula-
tion who are never married
have been observed in the
States/UTs of Jammu &
Kashmir followed by Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi and Punjab
and the lowest have been
observed in the States/UTs
of Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, it stated.

‘Pawar behind earlier splits in Shiv Sena’
Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A key member of the
rebel faction of Shiv Sena
MLAs in Maharashtra has
claimed Nationalist
Congress Party president
Sharad Pawar was behind
the earlier splits in the saf-
fron party and his alleged
role in revolts caused pain
to its founder Bal
Thackeray.

Deepak Kesarkar, a Sena
MLA and spokesperson
for the rebel faction head-
ed by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, sought to
know what Pawar gained
by causing pain to Bal
Thackeray. "It is a fact that
whenever the Shiv Sena
has split, Pawar saheb had

a role to play," he said in
New Delhi on Wednesday.

Kesarkar said
"Matoshree" (the private
residence of the
Thackerays in suburban
Mumbai) has never gone
to "Silver Oak" (Pawar's
home in south Mumbai).
"Why did he (Pawar) engi-
neer splits that caused
pain to Balasaheb
(Thackeray)?" the Sena
legislator, who was once in
the NCP, asked.

Before the last month's
revolt by a section of
MLAs led by Shinde, the
56-year-old Shiv Sena has
seen rebellions by its influ-
ential leaders like
Chhagan Bhujbal,
Narayan Rane and Raj

Thackeray, the cousin of
party president Uddhav
Thackeray.

Once a firebrand leader
of the Shiv Sena, Bhujbal
quit the party and joined
the Congress in 1991. He
later became a member of

the NCP after Pawar
floated the party in 1999
after leaving the
Congress. Konkan
strongman Rane, a for-
mer Sena chief minister
who is now in the BJP,
quit the Bal Thackeray-
founded party in 2005.
"These things are not to
be revealed.

I was witness to this.
Pawar saheb said this to
me in confidence that al-
though 'I helped Rane to
quit the Sena, I did not
lay any condition which
party he should join'.
This means he provided
whatever help Rane
needed. He took Bhujbal
(with him in NCP),"
Kesarkar said.

‘Valid medical prescriptions must for 
sale of specified ayurveda online’

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority on
Thursday directed e-com-
merce entities to sell speci-
fied ayurveda, siddha and
unani drugs only after cus-
tomers upload valid med-
ical prescriptions from
registered doctors on the
platforms.

The requirement will be
applicable for drugs speci-
fied under Schedule E (1) of
the Drugs and Cosmetics
Rules, 1945. Schedule E lists
out poisonous substances
under the ayurveda (in-
cluding siddha) and unani
systems of medicine. Such
drugs are required to be
taken under medical super-
vision. "Consuming such
drugs without medical su-

pervision can lead to severe
health complications. E-
commerce platforms have
been advised that the sale
or facilitating the sale of
such drugs shall be done
only after a valid prescrip-
tion of a registered
Ayurveda, Siddha or Unani
practitioner respectively is
uploaded by the user on the
platform," the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) said in a
statement. Besides, the
word 'caution' is to be print-
ed in both English and
Hindi languages on the
label of the container of
such medicines specified in
Schedule E (1). In February
2016, the Ministry of Ayush
issued a public notice in-
forming stakeholders that
such drugs are required to

be taken under medical su-
pervision and purchasing
the same online should be
avoided without medical
consultation. Under
Section 18 of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019, CCPA
said it is empowered to pro-
tect, promote and enforce
the rights of consumers as
a class, and prevent viola-
tion of consumers' rights.

The regulator is empow-
ered to prevent unfair trade
practices and ensure that
no person engages himself
in unfair trade practices.
CCPA said it is consistently
monitoring the issues af-
fecting consumer welfare.
Recently, the watchdog is-
sued guidelines to prevent
unfair trade practices and
protect consumer interests
with respect to levy of

service charges in hotels
and restaurants. It has also
issued guidelines for the
prevention of misleading
advertisements and en-
dorsements.

To safeguard consumer
rights while shopping on-
line, CCPA has issued an
advisory to all marketplace
e-commerce entities to en-
sure that details of sellers
as mandated under sub-
rule (5) of rule 6 of the
Consumer Protection (E-
commerce) Rules, 2020 are
displayed on the platforms.
Details such as name and
contact number of the
grievance officer con-
cerned should be provided
in a clear and accessible
manner, and displayed
prominently to users on
the platform.

‘All clearances given for
Mumbai-ADI bullet train project’

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has given all the
clearances for expediting
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project, state
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said
on Thursday. Addressing
a press conference after
the state cabinet meeting,
Fadnavis said Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has given all the clear-
ances for the project. The
pending issues were relat-
ed to the forest clearances
and land acquisition,
among others, he said.

The estimated cost of
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project is Rs
1,10,000 crore, out of
which Rs 88,000 crore are
being funded by the Japan
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation Agency
(JICA). Over 70 per cent
land required in
Maharashtra for the
project has been ac-

quired in Thane and
Palghar districts.

The previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment headed by Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray had not taken
any step to put the project
on fast-track. Thackeray
had instead asked the rail-
way ministry to build the
high speed train corridor 
between Pune and
Nagpur cities.

Karnataka for fines for not 
wearing masks at public places 
Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI): 

With COVID-19 cases on
the rise, the Karnataka
government is mulling
over imposing fines for not
wearing masks in public
places here. I feel that
masks have to be made
compulsory at least in
Bengaluru. Till now, there
were no fines. We may
have to think about impos-
ing fines on people also be-
fore it gets out of hand. Of
course, this is at the dis-
cussion stage. Ultimately
we will discuss with Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Karnataka
Health Minister K
Sudhakar told reporters.

To a query on how it
would be implemented, he
said in the past, too, the

government had effective-
ly made the masks com-
pulsory during lockdown
and during stringent
COVID-19 restrictions.
Now that the symptoms of
anybody infected is not se-
rious or bothering peo-
ple...no deaths...people not
getting admitted to the
ICU or requiring ventila-
tor support, a common
man feels it (COVID-19) is
like any flu. He is not tak-
ing it as seriously as it
should have been, though
we are trying to tell them,
Sudhakar said. "COVID-19
is a new disease that broke
out nearly two years ago,
so experts do not know
much about the post-
COVID effect on a person",
he said, adding that people
need to be watchful and

mindful of their actions.
We should be considering
all precautionary meas-
ures rather than thinking
about it after getting af-
fected. To that extent, the
government is thinking se-
riously to really consider a
few options like compulso-
ry mask and effective pre-
ventive dose of vaccina-
tion as early as possible
that too on a warfooting,
Sudhakar said.

The Minister said the
government has decided to
give free booster dose or
preventive dose free of
cost to people to pursue
vaccination aggressively.
On administering vac-
cines for children,
Sudhakar said the govern-
ment is also expecting it in
all eagerness.

‘Want meaningful autonomy,
not independence’

Jammu, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama on
Thursday said more and
more people in China are
beginning to realize that he
is not seeking "independ-
ence" but meaningful au-
tonomy and preservation of
the Tibetan Buddhist cul-
ture. Advocating resolution
to all disputes through dia-
logue, he asserted that all
human beings are equal
and they need to rise above
the narrow-minded ap-
proach of "my nation, my
ideology" which is the
main trigger for fights
among people.

The Dalai Lama arrived
here to a warm welcome by
his followers who turned
up in large numbers de-
spite heavy rains. This was
his first visit outside
Dharamshala in Himachal

Pradesh in the last two
years. He is likely to visit
Ladakh on Friday. "Some
Chinese hardliners consid-
er me a separatist and a re-
actionary and always criti-
cize me. But now, more
Chinese are realising that
the Dalai Lama is not seek-
ing independence and only

wishing China (to give)
meaningful autonomy (to
Tibet) and (ensure) preser-
vation of Tibetan Buddhist
culture, the 87-year-old spir-
itual leader told reporters.
Asked about China's objec-
tion to his visit, the Dalai
Lama said, "This is usual.
The Chinese people are not

objecting... more and more
Chinese are showing inter-
est in Tibetan Buddhism.
Some of their scholars are
realising that Tibetan
Buddhism is very scientif-
ic. Things are changing."
The Dalai Lama, whose
real name is Tenzin Gyatso,
received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1989 and is feted
worldwide for his advocacy
of independence for Tibet
and other causes.

Earlier this month,
Beijing criticized Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for greeting the Dalai Lama
on his 87th birthday, saying
India should stop using
Tibet-related issues to in-
terfere in China's internal
affairs. However, India re-
jected China's criticism
and asserted that it is a con-
sistent policy to treat the
Dalai Lama as an honoured
guest of the country.
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Commuters aboard a metro at Sealdah Metro station as commercial services begin at the newly inaugurated metro
station, in Kolkata, Thursday.

METRO SERVICES

Workers are silhouetted as they take a bath in a pond, during the monsoon season in Agartala, Thursday.

MONSOON CLOUDS

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama talks to the media
as he arrives in Jammu, Thursday.
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'Donations to 
BJP plunged 40%
during 2020-21'

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):
The donations that
recognised national
parties received during
financial year 2020-21
decreased by over Rs
420 crore, a sharp fall of
41.49 per cent from the
previous fiscal, a poll
reform advocacy group
said on Thursday.

The first wave of
Covid started around
the end of March 2020,
just before the start of
the financial year, trig-
gering lockdowns
across the country.

Donations to the BJP
decreased from Rs
785.77 crore during FY
2019-20 to Rs 477.54
crore during FY 2020-21
-- a fall of 39.23 per cent.
The party's donations
had increased by 5.88
per cent during FY
2019-20 in comparison
to FY 2018-19, the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said in a state-
ment.

The donations re-
ceived by Congress
plunged from Rs 139.016
crore during FY 2019-20
to Rs 74.524 crore dur-
ing FY 2020-21 -- a reduc-
tion of 46.39 per cent.

Its donations had de-
creased by 6.44 per cent
between FY 2018-19 and
FY 2019-20, the state-
ment said. A total of
over Rs 246 crore was
donated to the national
parties from Delhi, fol-
lowed by Rs 71.68 crore
from Maharashtra and
over Rs 47 crore from
Gujarat.

Donations totalling
Rs 37.912 crore (6.39 per
cent of the aggregate
received by the nation-
al parties in FY 2020-21)
could not be attributed
to any state or union
territory due to incom-
plete or undeclared in-
formation provided by
the parties, it said.

Heavy rain, massive
winds wreak havoc
in northern Kerala

KKoozzhhiikkooddee,,  JJuull  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Incessant rains and unprece-
dented winds have wreaked
havoc in northern Kerala in the
last few days with rivers over-
flowing in parts of Kasaragod,
Kozhikode and Wayanad districts
necessitating shifting of people
to shelters. As many as 427 peo-
ple, including two pregnant
women, seven children and one
differently-abled person, have
been shifted to eight rehabilita-
tion camps opened in Wayanad
district, official sources said. 

Heavy rains were reported in
the northernmost district of
Kasaragod where Tejaswini and
Madhuvahini rivers have been
overflowing since early this
week causing flooding in many
parts of the district. The
Malappuram district authorities
have issued a warning that
water levels in Punnapuzha,
Karakodan and Kalakkan rivers
are likely to increase as heavy
downpour has been reported in
Gudalur and Nadukani region in
the western ghats.
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Support 
RRaanncchhii:: Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha Chief Shibu
Soren on Thursday said
his party will support
NDA presidential nominee
Droupadi Murmu in the
July 18 election. It is for
the first time that a tribal
woman has got an oppor-
tunity to become
President of India.

Damaged 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Six vehicles,
including four cars, got
damaged after a tree fell
on the road at Masjid Mor
in south Delhi on
Thursday, police said. A
senior police officer said
the incident took place
around 2 pm. Six vehicles
-- four cars, a two-wheel-
er and a mini-truck -- got
damaged, he added.

Arrested 
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: Eight people
were arrested on
Thursday in Jamshedpur
in Jharkhand in connec-
tion with the violent
protests over the
Aginpath scheme, an offi-
cer said. A team of the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) arrested them from
the Telco police station
area, he said.

20-yr RI 
MMaannggaalluurruu:: A fast track
court in Udupi district has
sentenced a man to 20
years of rigorous imprison-
ment for sexually abusing
a minor girl after promis-
ing to marry her. The sen-
tence was pronounced by
judge Srinivas Suvarna.
The convict is Kiran (28) of
Kodavoor in the district.
He had befriended the 16-
year-old girl and repeated-
ly sexually abused her. 

Traffic hit 
PPaallgghhaarr:: The movement
of vehicles on Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Highway was
affected due to heavy
rains and rivers in spate
in Maharashtra's Palghar
district on Thursday, offi-
cials said. Waterlogging
was witnessed on
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Highway in Navsari and
other parts of Gujarat,
which has slowed the
movement of vehicles,
Palghar district collector
Dr Manik Gursal said.

Fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten people
were rescued after a fire
broke out at a hotel in
central Delhi's Paharganj
area early Thursday
morning, officials said.
They said a call about a
blaze at 'Roma Delux'
hotel in Paharganj was
received around 4.24 am,
following which four fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot.
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NDA's presidential 
candidate Droupadi Murmu
being felicitated during her
visit to meet NDA MLAs, in

Mumbai, Thursday.
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Raipur, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Liquor will get costlier in
Chhattisgarh, as the state
government has decided to
increase the additional ex-
cise duty on alcoholic bev-
erages, state Minister
Mohammed Akbar said on
Thursday.

A decision in this regard
was taken during a cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
here during the day, he
said. Speaking to reporters
here, the state forest minis-
ter said the cabinet has
given its nod to the new
fisheries policy replacing
the existing one and its de-
tails will be presented in

the state Assembly sched-
uled to be held from July 20.

The cabinet has given a
nod to increase additional
excise duty on liquor in
order to meet the excise
revenue target for 2022-23,
to fund the development of
'gauthans' (places in vil-
lages where animals are
kept in day time, which are
being developed as rural in-

dustrial parks by the gov-
ernment) and other devel-
opment activities, Akbar
said.

Earlier, the additional ex-
cise duty was Rs 5 per bot-
tle of liquor, which will
now be Rs 10, he said.

The minister further
said a proposal for the for-
mation of the District
Strike Force (DSF) cadre by
dissolving the sanctioned
posts of assistant consta-
bles in the state has also
been approved.

The move will remove
the discrepancies related to
the salary of assistant con-
stables, he said.

The cabinet has also ap-
proved a proposal to in-
crease the limit under the
voluntary grant of the chief
minister from Rs 40 crore to

Rs 70 crore per annum, he
said.

In other decisions, the
cabinet decided to provide
standalone rolling mills
under HV-4 category steel
industry with concession
in energy cess under a spe-
cial relief package of the
state government from July
1 till March 31 next year, so
that it may sustain the com-
petition despite the chal-
lenges of economic slow-
down, he said.

The cabinet has ap-
proved the Chhattisgarh
Ground Water
(Management and
Regulation) Bill-2022 and
the draft of the amendment
bill, 2022 under the
Chhattisgarh Ministers
(Salaries and Allowances)
Act, 1972, Akbar added.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday dismissed with
an "exemplary" cost of Rs
five lakh a plea seeking a
CBI probe into the pur-
ported massacre of some
tribals, allegedly by secu-
rity forces, in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Dantewada district in
2009.

The apex court, while
noting that the power to
transfer an investigation
must be used "sparingly"
and only "in exceptional
circumstances", said that
filing of charge sheets at
the conclusion of the
probe into the various
FIRs referred to in the
matter would indicate that

the alleged massacre was
at the end of the
Naxalites.

It said the cost shall be
paid by social activist
Himanshu Kumar, who
was the petitioner number
one in the plea, within
four weeks failing which

it would be open for the
authority concerned to
take appropriate steps in
accordance with law for
recovery of the requisite
amount.

The top court said it is
"really taken by surprise"
that the counsel appearing

for the petitioners was ab-
solutely oblivious of the
fact that all the FIRs were
probed by the concerned
investigating agencies
and charge sheets were
filed in different courts of
the state for the offences
under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including that
of murder and dacoity.

"In the overall view of
the matter, we have
reached the conclusion
that no case, worth the
name, has been made out
by the writ petitioners for
any further investigation
much less through an in-
dependent agency to be
appointed by this court," a
bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and J B
Pardiwala said.

Patiala, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A court here on Thursday dismissed an
appeal filed by Punjabi singer Daler
Mehndi against his two-year jail term in a
human trafficking case.

Mehndi was taken into police custody
after the court of Additional Sessions
Judge H S Grewal dismissed his appeal.
Now, his medical examination will be con-
ducted. A Patiala court in March 2018 had
sentenced Mehndi to two years in jail in
the 2003 human trafficking case. A fine of
Rs 1,000 was also imposed on him. Mehndi
was then released on a bail bond.

The Patiala police had booked Mehndi
and his brother Shamsher Mehndi on a
complaint filed by one Bakshish Singh.

Over 30 more complaints, levelling
charges of fraud against the brothers, also
came up later. The complainants had al-
leged that the brothers had taken "passage
money" from them to help them migrate
to the United States illegally but failed to
do so. The complainant had also alleged
that the singer had taken money for tak-
ing him to Canada. It was also alleged that

the Mehndi brothers took two troupes in
1998 and 1999 during the course of which
10 persons were taken to the US as group
members and "dropped off" illegally.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Four-nation grouping
'I2U2' has established a
positive agenda and its
framework is a good
model for practical coop-
eration in the face of in-
creasing global uncer-
tainties, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday at the first vir-
tual summit of the coali-
tion.

With US President Joe
Biden, Israeli Prime
Minister Yair Lapid and
UAE President
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan listening, Modi
said the grouping would
make an important con-
tribution in areas of en-
ergy security, food secu-
rity and economic
growth.

"We have identified
joint projects in many

areas, and have also pre-
pared a roadmap to move
forward in them," he said
in his televised address.

"We have agreed to in-
crease joint investment
in six critical areas of
water, energy, transporta-
tion, space, health and
food security under the
I2U2 framework," Modi
added.

He said the cooperative

framework of the group-
ing is a good model for
practical cooperation in
the midst of increasing
global uncertainties.

"It is clear that the vi-
sion and agenda of I2U2
is progressive and practi-
cal."

The grouping is known
as 'I2U2' with "I" standing
for India and Israel and
"U" for the US and UAE.

"By mobilising the mu-
tual strengths of our
countries -- capital, ex-
pertise and markets -- we
can accelerate our agen-
da, and contribute signif-
icantly to the global econ-
omy," Modi said.

"I am confident that
with I2U2, we will make a
significant contribution
towards energy security,
food security and eco-
nomic growth at the glob-
al level," he added.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Amid a row over a new list of
'unparliamentary' expressions,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Thursday asserted that no
word is banned from use in
Parliament but only expunged
on the basis of context and all
members are free to express
their views.
He also rejected the criticism
that the BJP-led government
at the Centre was behind the
selection of 'unparliamentary'
words, asserting that legisla-
tures are independent of any
government and the executive
cannot give any instruction to
Parliament.
The updated list of unparlia-
mentary words include 'jumla-
jeevi', 'ashamed', 'taanashah',
'abused', 'betrayed', 'corrupt',
'drama', 'hypocrisy', 'incompe-
tent', drawing sharp reaction
from opposition.
As a controversy erupted, Birla
addressed a press conference

to clarify the issue. He said
bringing out such a booklet of
unparliamentary words and
expressions has been a prac-
tice since 1954. It is updated
routinely including expunged
words from state legislatures
as well.
"No word has been banned.
Members are free to express
their views. No one can snatch
that right, but it should be as
per decorum of Parliament,"
Birla told reporters even as
the Opposition targeted the
government, accusing it of
listing every word used by
them to "describe how BJP
was destroying India" as
unparliamentary.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court agreed to
hear on Friday a plea of an editor
of a TV news channel challenging
the summons issued to him for
playing a doctored clip of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
during the telecast of a pro-
gramme on July 1. A bench com-
prising Chief Justice N V Ramana
and Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli was urged by senior
lawyer Siddhartha Dave that the
matter be listed urgently as the
editor of the channel has not been
protected. He noted that the news
anchor (Rohit Ranjan) of the
channel has been granted protec-
tion against coercive action in the
matter. The bench agreed to hear
the plea on Friday. A vacation
bench of Justices Indira Banerjee
and J K Maheshwari on July 8 had
granted relief to Ranjan and
restrained various state authori-
ties from taking coercive steps
against him in connection with
multiple FIRs for playing a doc-
tored clip of Gandhi.

Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A kickboxer from
Mysuru who went into
coma after suffering griev-
ous injury at a kickboxing
event in the city on July 10
has died in a private hospi-
tal, police said.

A FIR has been regis-
tered at the Jnanabharathi
police station in this con-
nection. According to po-
lice, the state-level 'K1
Kickboxing championship'
was organised at a gym at
Jnanajyothi Nagar in the
city on July 10 by the
Kengeri-based K-1 Kick
Boxing Organisation,
Karnataka. During the
event, Nikhil S, 23, suffered
a blow from his opponent
and collapsed inside the
ring. He was immediately
rushed to a private hospital

where he remained in
coma for two days and suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
July 12. The FIR was regis-
tered against K1
Kickboxing Association
and its head coach Naveen
Ravishankar on a com-
plaint by Nikhil's father
Suresh P, who is also said to
be a former kickboxer.

Suresh said in his com-
plaint that there were
many lapses committed by
the organisers due to which
his son died. He alleged
that the thickness of the
cushion was insufficient
due to which after falling
on the floor, he suffered se-
vere head injury, which led
to his death. There were no
paramedical team, oxygen
cylinders, stretcher and no
vehicles to ferry the in-
jured to the hospital.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Alt News co-founder Mohd
Zubair on Thursday moved
the Supreme Court seeking
quashing of six FIR lodged
against him in several dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh.

In his fresh plea, Zubair
has also sought interim bail
in all six cases.

The plea of Zubair has also
challenged the constitution
of the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) by the UP govern-
ment to probe the six cases.

It said that all the six FIRs
filed in UP that have been
transferred to the SIT for in-
vestigation are the subject
matter of the FIR which is
being probed by the Delhi po-
lice special cell. In the alter-
native prayer, the plea draft-
ed by advocate Vrinda
Grover, Soutik Banerjee,
Devika Tulsiani, and Mannat

Tipnis and filed through ad-
vocate Aakarsh Kamra, also
sought clubbing of six FIRs
with the FIR lodged in Delhi
and has been arrested by the
police. On July 12, the Uttar
Pradesh Police constituted a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) for a "transparent" and
expeditious probe into cases
lodged against Zubair in var-
ious districts of the state.

The SIT is headed by
Inspector General (Prisons)
Preetinder Singh while IG
Amit Verma will be its mem-
ber. Separate FIRs have been
lodged against Zubair in
Sitapur, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar,
and Hathras districts on
charges of allegedly hurting
religious feelings, making
sarcastic remarks on news
anchors, disrespecting
Hindu gods, and inflammato-
ry posts.

Chennai, Jul 14:

Four hospitals in Tamil
Nadu were ordered to shut
permanently by the state
health department for their
alleged involvement in the
sale of egg cells of a 16-year-
old. The girl was forced by
her mother to donate her egg
cells eight times to various
fertility centres.

"Only adult married
women in the 21-35 age group
with a child are permitted to
donate oocyte, only once. In
this case the girl was forced
into this several times," said
Ma Subramanian, the state
Health Minister, listing a se-
ries of violations identified
by a probe committee.

Oocyte is an immature
ovum or an egg cell involved
in reproduction.

"An Aadhar card was
forged to show the minor girl
as an adult. A fictitious hus-

band's consent was ob-
tained," Mr Subramanian
added. The hospitals were ac-
cused of violating the
Assisted Reproductive
Technology Act. They nei-
ther have qualified counsel-
lors nor did they counsel the
donor girl of the pros and
cons of the procedure, the in-
quiry committee found.

Action has also been initi-
ated under the Aadhaar and
POCSO acts. These hospitals
could be fined up to ? 50 lakh
and those involved, includ-
ing doctors, get a jail term of
ten years under the Assisted
Reproductive Technology
Act, the state health minister
said. The hospitals would get
two weeks to shut in the in-
terest of their patients. Two
of these hospitals would also
lose their empanelment
under the state health insur-
ance scheme, the health de-
partment said.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

In a relief to students enrolled
in schools run by the railways,
the Railway Board on Thursday
withdrew its earlier orders to
either shut or merge its schools
in the country with Kendriya
Vidyalayas.
In an order issued on Thursday,
the Railway Board said the
national transporter provides
educational facilities in the
form of railway schools within
the constraint of available
resources, "purely as a meas-
ure of staff welfare to cater to
the needs of children of railway
employees at such places
where educational facilities
provided by other agencies are
inadequate". Letters by the
Railway Board, dated
September 28, 2021 and
October 25, 2021, issued
instructions that an assessment

be conducted and feasibility be
explored of closure/merger of
railway schools. This also
included identification of
schools to be handed over to
the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan. It was also empha-
sised that no promotions in
Group-B/Senior Scale/Junior
Administrative Grade be
processed or recruitment be
done where rationalisation of
schools was being planned.
"The above instructions stand
withdrawn with immediate
effect and revival of railway
schools having potential to pro-
vide basic education service
may be done. It has now been
decided that the existing railway
schools will continue to function
under a revised scheme envis-
aged by the Department of
School Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education...," the
Board said.

CABINET DECISION

Liquor to be dearer in state 
̈ Govt to levy 

additional excise duty 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASE

Daler Mehndi sentenced to jail 

Singer Daler Mehndi being taken to jail after 
sentencing for his involvement in a human 
trafficking case, at District Court complex in
Patiala, Thursday.

‘I2U2’ established a positive agenda: PM

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi addresses the I2U2 

virtual Summit, in New Delhi,
Thursday.

MASSACRE OF TRIBALS IN DANTEWADA

SC rejects plea seeking CBI probe

Court said the cost of Rs 5 lakh shall be paid by social activist
Himanshu Kumar, who was the petitioner number one in the
plea, within four weeks failing which it would be open for the
authority concerned to take appropriate steps in accordance
with law for recovery of the requisite amount. The top court
said it is "really taken by surprise" that the counsel appearing
for the petitioners was absolutely oblivious of the fact that all
the FIRs were probed by the concerned investigating agencies
and charge sheets were filed in different courts of the state for
the offences under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), including that
of murder and dacoity.

Apex Court slams Rs 5 lakh on petitioner

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) personnel
conduct a rescue operation to save stranded locals
from the flood-hit Chikhli town following heavy mon-
soon rains, in Navsari, Thursday.

RESCUE OPERATION SC to hear
plea of editor

today

ROW OVER ‘UNPARLIAMENTARY’ WORDS SHOCKING TRUTH

Kickboxer suffers grievous
injury in ring, dies

Zubair moves SC seeking quashing
of FIR lodged against him

A Hathras court on Thursday
remanded Alt News co-
founder Mohammed Zubair to
14 days' judicial custody in a
case in which he is accused of
hurting religious sentiments,
his lawyer said. Zubair was
produced before Chief Judicial
Magistrate Shivkumari under
heavy security in connection
with a case filed at the Sadar
Kotwali police station on June
14. The journalist who found-
ed a fact-checking website
faces similar cases in differ-
ent places over a Twitter post
four years back, which the
complainants say outraged
Hindu sentiments.
Zubair was brought to the
Hathras court from Delhi's
Tihar jail with a Delhi Police
escort, and remanded to judi-
cial custody till July 27.

Zubair remanded to 

14-day judicial custody

‘No word banned’

Four TN hospitals ordered
shut over sale of girl’s eggs

RELIEF TO STUDENTS

Railways withdrew order to
close/merge its schools with KVs Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Police have
arrested two ruffians on
charges of thefts. The ac-
cused trespassed into the
houses during late
evening and night hours
and burgled mobile
phones. Police have seized
four nos mobile phones
from their possession.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that considering
the rising cases of thefts,
the joint teams of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit and
various police stations
were activated to trace the
accused. Police are main-
taining vigil on the activi-
ties of habitual offenders
and criminals who have
been recently released
from jail.

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
some suspects who were

trying to sell mobile
phones. Police team swung
into action and the sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody. During interrogation,
the suspects confessed to
have stolen mobile phones
from different places.

The accused are identi-
fied as Preetam Singh (21)
son of Indrasan a resident

of Milan Square, Camp-02
and Jitendra alias Ullu (23)
son of Brahmashankar
Kevat a resident of
Chhawani. Four nos mo-
bile phones worth Rs 60500
were recovered from them.
They have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 457, 380 
of IPC.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
visited Bhilai-Charoda
Municipal Corporation on
Thursday to oversee the
status of implementation
of development projects
and city sanitation
arrangements. He gave in-
structions to Commissio-
ner Kirtiman Rathore to set
up vending zones to facili-
tate small traders doing
business in the market as
well as roadsides.

The Collector said that
by creating a vending zone,
these small traders will get
convenience. Traffic will
also be regulated on the
very busy Bhilai-3 roads.
He directed the
Commissioner to identify

the land at the earliest for
this purpose. Collector said
that the issue of vehicle
parking is also important
for the market. Due to the
lack of adequate parking,
the market becomes chaot-
ic and the traffic pressure
increases a lot. Hence there
must be a suitable and suf-
ficient place for parking.
Collector gave instructions
for tree plantation on the

divider of GE Road and
gave instructions for land-
scaping on roadsides. He
said that along with plant-
ing saplings on the divider,
the work of saving them is
to be done on priority. He
instructed the officials to
prepare an action plan for
this project. The Collector
said that the plantation will
enhance the beauty of the
road. Along with this, land-

scaping will also make the
entire path beautiful. The
Collector also directed the
Corporation officials to
plant saplings on both the
sides of Padum Nagar
road. Collector said that the
corporation officers should
ensure that the merchants
do not keep the material of
the shops on the road. Give
the first warning and if the
shopkeeper overlooks the
matter, take strict action
and impose a fine. The
Collector asked the corpo-
ration officials to monitor
the cleanliness system reg-
ularly and added that the
markets should be cleaned
at regular intervals. Strict
action should be taken
against those who throw
garbage outside. The
Collector said that most of

the citizens cooperate in
maintaining city sanita-
tion, but there are some ele-
ments who do not take care
of cleanliness. Strict action
is necessary against such
people as per rules.

Collector said that the
problem of stray animals is
also very important. Due to
their presence on the road,
traffic movement becomes
very difficult and the
chance of accidents in-
creases. The areas of Bhilai
Charoda Corporation are
one of the busiest places in
the district. In such a situa-
tion, it is necessary to re-
move the animals from the
roads. There is a high risk
of accidents during the
night, so maintenance of
street lights etc is also 
necessary.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Police have
arrested two persons with
illicit liquor. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Durg Police is
regularly taking action
against the people in-
volved in illegal trade of
narcotics, liquor and in-
toxicants.

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
two bootleggers who were
selling illicit liquor near
Urla Crematorium. Police
team swung into action
and the suspects were
taken into custody.

Police recovered 36
quarters of country liquor
from Gautam Rangari (21)
of Ambedkar nagar, Urla.

In another incident, Police
arrested Durgesh Sahu
(21) son of Mahaveer Sahu
a resident of Vijay Nagar,
Durg with 34 quarters of

country liquor at Ganj
Mandi in Durg. The ac-
cused have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in Excise Act.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Bhilai Steel
Plant has been taking up
various initiatives for im-
proving safety and increas-
ing Digitalisation in line
with Government of
India's Digital Initiatives.

After having completed
two projects in areas of
Vehicle Tracking System
for commercial vehicles
and Test Certificates and
Area Pass system for sales
vehicles, the Plant has
now introduced Digital
Signature in Invoices. The
project was inaugurated
by Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BSP in
presence of Executive
Directors, Chief General
Managers, and other offi-

cials from related depart-
ments.

The project of digital
signatures in Invoices and
Test Certificates using a
special hardware to store
signatures in Hardware
Security Module (HSM)
which is integrated with
SAP system has been suc-
cessfully implemented.
This is a first project of its
kind in all of SAIL units

where digital signatures,
stored in HSM servers, are
being used for digital sign-
ing of documents, in place
of dongle-based signa-
tures.

The digitally signed doc-
uments are stored in
servers for future refer-
ence. The major benefits
from the system are readi-
ness for electronic sharing
of documents with the

customers, thereby reduc-
ing SAIL-BSP's carbon
footprint. Quicker avail-
ability of documents with
customers shall result in
faster realization of re-
ceivables from the cus-
tomers.

PK Jha, CGM (C&IT)
gave a brief overview of
the project highlighting
the benefits to the Plant. A
presentation on the project
was given by Samir Gupta,
GM (C&IT) and JPS
Chauhan, GM (C&IT). M/s
PC Solutions New Delhi is
the implementation part-
ner for the Digital
Signature project.
Adequate precautions for
information and data secu-
rity have been ensured in
all projects.

SRI Kumhari celebrates
Gurpurnima

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: The pot-
ter, which leads us from
darkness to light. The
Guru sows the seeds of
knowledge by eradicat-
ing our ignorance.

Guru is the person who
rejoices at our success
and sacrifices everything
for our welfare. Guru
burns continuously like

a lamp and spreads rays
of light in our life.

Gurupurnima festival
was celebrated in Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar Group
of Institutions (SRI)
Kumari with the bless-
ings of the Chairman of
the Institute, Ravi
Shankar Maharaj. This
holy festival was cele-
brated under the guid-
ance of Vice Chairman of

the Institute, Dr JK
Upadhyaya.

On this occasion, the
Director of the institute
Chandrakant Mahobia,
Deputy Director Om
Prakash Tripathi,
Principal Dr Preeti
Gurnani and all the stu-
dents of B.Ed third se-
mester received the bless-
ings of the Chairman of
the institution.

SHG produces Rose Water, 
Tulsi extract and Gau-ark

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Women of
self-help groups of Patora
have set a new example for
other groups by starting the
production of rose water.
There is a tough competi-
tion for the sale of tradi-
tional products, so they
chose a completely new
product, which is not pro-
duced locally at all.

Due to the logistic ex-
penses, this product is
available to the local con-
sumers at very expensive
prices. It was difficult to
think about the production
and sale of rose water. But
the SHG women made it
possible with the encour-
agement of district admin-
istration.

Premlata Sahu, President
of Ekta Self Help Group, in-
formed that the District
Panchayat officials had
asked them to produce such
items which are different
from the traditional prod-

ucts and have good demand
in the market. When the
SHG women sought sugges-
tions, the District
Panchayat officials advised
them to produce rose water,
tulsi extract and gauark etc
and sell it through C-Mart.

The district administra-
tion also provided technical
help for this project after
which the SHG women
launched the works.
Premlata added that the
rose water produced by
them is ten rupees cheaper
than the market rate and
they have ample quantities

of this product. They are
going to sell it through C-
Mart.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan in-
formed that as per the di-
rections of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, work is
being done to promote
livelihood activities in
rural areas under the guid-
ance of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena.

District Panchayat is
making efforts to ensure
that every Gauthan manu-
factures some such prod-
ucts which have good de-

mand in the market and its
production is low at the
local level. The women of
Patora have started produc-
tion of rose water. It has a
good demand in the market
of cosmetics.

Group member Draupadi
Sahu stated that it will be
displayed in C-Mart, which
is the best place in town to
sell the product. "Since we
have taken utmost care of
quality in packing and
manufacturing, we hope
that this endeavour will be
successful", she added.

It needs to be mentioned

here that these women have
cultivated roses in their
own Baadis. Now the
women of the group are
preparing to plant roses on
a large scale in the grazing
land also.

Collector Meena had re-
cently visited the Gauthan
in Patora and appreciated
the work being done by
these women. He had said
that the innovations and
sustained efforts bring suc-
cess. The diversified liveli-
hood activities can ensure
more and more income for
women groups.
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Departmental Rajbhasha workshop held at SP#2

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: A depart-
mental Rajbhasha work-
shop was organised at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
SP 2 department. Anup
Kumar Dutta, GM (SPs)
was the chief guest on
the occasion.

Jitendra Kumar, GM
(Operations), Umesh
Oudhia, GM

(Operations), Rahul
Bijurkar, GM (Electrical),
Rajesh Dewangan, GM
(Operations) and Hindi
coordinator Officer,
Jitendra D Manikpuri,
AM (Rajbhasha), senior
officers and employees
were present on the occa-
sion.

Anup Kumar Dutta,
GM (SPs) in his address
said that Hindi is our

Rajbhasha. Hindi is a
simple language in which
we write in the way we
speak. We do our entire
work including replying
to letters in Hindi at the
Sintering Plant, he said.

A competition as or-
ganised in SP 2 for the
employees present in the
workshop. Ramakant
Thakur, OCT, Jitendra
Kumar Pandey, OCT and

Rajendra Kumar, M/
Tech secured the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd prize respective-
ly in the competition.

At the outset, the wel-
come address was given
by Rajesh Dewangan,
GM (Operations) and
Hindi coordinator
Officer. A pledge was
taken by everyone to
carry out their work 
in Hindi.

BSP introduces digital signature 
in invoices & test certificates

BMC intensifies drive against use of banned plastics
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 14: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has intensified its drive
against the use of banned
plastics across the five
zones. The BMC adminis-
tration has formed special
teams to conduct surprise
raids and seize the stock of
banned plastics.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the Ministry of
Environment has imposed
a blanket ban on the man-
ufacturing, import, stock-
ing, distribution, sale and
use of single -use plastic
items from July 1.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has formed a
special team to take action
in this regard. Under the
supervision of Nodal
Officer and Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, the team has in-

tensified its campaign
against banned plastic and
single use plastic.

Raids are being conduct-
ed in shops, commercial
establishments at different
places in each zone.
Plenary action is being
taken against the shop-
keepers from whose estab-
lishments single-use plas-
tics and banned plastics

are found.
It needs to be mentioned

here that Mayor Neeraj Pal
has also appealed to the
residents of the city for not
using banned plastic and
single use plastic. To keep
the city clean and healthy,
it is necessary to boycott
the banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic.

Use cloth bags etc to

carry any kind of materi-
al. Plastic causes great
damage to the environ-
ment. To protect the envi-
ronment, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has launched
an extensive drive.

On Thursday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
conducted raids at several
places and found the
banned plastic from 26

places. The BMC collected
a fine of Rs 16100 from the
offenders. Rs 10800 fine
was collected from 12
shops in Zone Number 01,
Rs 4700 from 9 shops in
Zone Number 2, Rs 200
from two people in Zone
Number 3; and Rs 400 was
collected as fine from
three people in Shivaji
Nagar Zone Number 4.

Bootleggers arrested 
with illicit liquor

Vending zone to be created for small traders in Charoda
Divider of national highway to be beautified with plantation and landscaping

Two arrested for thefts
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‘SAWANOTSAV’

Members of women’s group welcomed arrival of ‘Sawanotsav’ with a ride in the

swing and enjoying arrival of ‘sawan’ here on Thursday.

Raipur, Jul 14: Tarsem
Singh Zira had taken
charge as Bhopal Zonal
Head on  May 1st, 2022.
Bhopal Zone takes care of
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh States with
576 branches spread in 11
Regional Offices and 22
Lead Districts. Central
Bank of India is the
Convenor Bank for State
Level Bankers’
Committee in Madhya
Pradesh. As such, Mr
Zira is the Coordinator of
SLBC, Bhopal, MP. Shri
Zira is a qualified MBA
in Banking and Finance.
He also holds Diploma in

Agriculture and Civil
Engineering. He has a
qualification of CAIIB
too. Mr Zira, Zonal Head

will be meeting some of
the valuable clients of
Raipur Region while in-
augurating new ATM at
Bhilai branch. He will be
participating in a Tree
Plantation drive under
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ programme at
Bhilai. Later, Zira will re-
view the performance of
select Branch Heads of
Raipur Region. His visit
will be co-ordinated by
Mahendra Singh,
Regional Head, Raipur.
The staff of Raipur
Region is eagerly waiting
for the visit by the Zonal
Head.

Ch’garh govt to seek parents’ support 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14 (PTI):
The Chhattisgarh
school education de-
partment has decided to
seek active participa-
tion of parents in im-
proving the quality of
education and learning
abilities of students, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The campaign is also
aimed at bringing chil-
dren with special needs
and out-of-school chil-

dren to school, they
said.

In a letter to all dis-
trict education officers
(DEO), school education
secretary S
Bharathidasan has di-
rected to start necessary
preparations to roll out
the ‘Parents Awareness
Campaign’ in all
schools, a public rela-
tions department offi-
cial said.

Under the campaign,
which will focus mainly
on primary students,
the school management
committee will hold dis-
cussions with parents

on how they can play an
active role in improving
the quality of education
and bring in innovative
ideas, he said.

A core group will be
constituted for the im-
plementation of the
drive which will have
five departmental offi-
cers each from district
and development block
level as its members, he
said.

A district assistant
programme officer, an
academic member of
the District Institute of
Education and
Training, a master

trainer and an assistant
block education officer
will be in the core
group.

At the cluster level, a
member of the school
management commit-
tee, a teacher, a mother
of a student, a public
representative and an
influential person will
be included in the
group.

The core group will
draft an action plan on
how to involve parents
in the drive and issues
to be discussed, he said.

The campaign will
address issues like how

parents can be motivat-
ed to pay attention to
the education of their
children and creating a
better learning envi-
ronment for kids at
home.

It will also cater to is-
sues like assistance re-
quired to deal with lan-
guage problem, admis-
sion of children in an-
ganwadi (government-
run women and child
care centres), bringing
children with special
needs and out of school
children back to classes
and facilities required
in schools, he added.

FIR registered against Cong leader for molestation
Raipur, Jul 14: Police
have registered FIR
against a Congress leader
in Raipur for allegedly
molesting a girl at his of-
fice. FIR has been regis-
tered on the complaint of
a young woman, resident
of Gudiyari area. The vic-
tim alleged that apart
from obscene act the
Congress leader also in-
timidated her.

The matter pertains to
Devendra Nagar area of
Rapur where Congress
leader and member of
Railway Consumer
Advisory Committee
Sanjiv Agrawal runs his
finance office.

Complaintant told police
that she along with her
friend had visited Sanjiv
Agrawal’s office two days
back. She claimed that
she was talking to
Congress leader Sanjiv
over loan. In the mean-
time her friend had come
out of the cabin to attend
phone call.

Complainant alleged
that Congress leader had
put his hand on her chest
saying that she was nice
and he would help her get
loan. So much so that he
dared her to lodge com-
plaint with police.

The girl lodged com-
plaint two days ago.

Acting on her complaint
police have registered FIR
against him for allegedly
molesting her.

However the Congress
leader also put forward
his side saying that he
raised this matter before
the police department
and home minister. In his
application he said that
the complainant was
telling a lie. He also al-
leged that she had link
with BJP leaders. He
claimed that charges
against him were false
and said that he was
ready to undergo lie de-
tector test and even Narco
test to bring forth truth.

Ch’garh-Odisha holds joint meeting
on strategy against naxals

Raipur, Jul 14: Director
General of Police (DGP)
Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja on Thursday
presided over the joint
meeting of senior Police
Officers of Chhattisgarh
and Odisha here during
which discussion was held
on new strategy on joint
operations by security
forces in naxal-infested
areas of border areas.

According to informa-
tion received, discussion
was also held to share the
Intelligence input between
both the states related
with the naxal movement.
Officials stressed on the
need to enhance the co-or-
dination between police

stations and security force
camps in both the states.
Special attention was also
given to maintain security
arrangement in rural
areas across both the bor-
der region.

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) Special
Director General Border
Security was also present
during the meeting.
Deputy Inspector General
of Police Dantewada,
Kanker, Korput (Odisha
and senior
Superintendent of Police
Bastar, SP Sukma,
Kondagaon and
Mahasamund joined the
meeting through video
conferencing.

BJP demands NIA probe into land allotment
process to Pak-linked group

Raipur, Jul 14: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday urged Governor
to hand over the case of
the process initiated for
land allotment to a report-
ed Pakistan-linked reli-
gious organization in
Raipur, to National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on the grounds that
several attempts have been
made in the recent past to
spoil the social harmony
in Chhattisgarh.

A BJP delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Governor in support to the
above demand. In the
memorandum submitted,
the BJP leaders mentioned
about the deterioting law
& order situation in
Chhattisgarh as the crime
incidents are on rise with
several murder and rape-
cases reported in different
parts.

BJP delegation also

urged Governor to initiate
on the alleged
Institutional loot under
the patronage of state gov-
ernment. In support to
their claim, the BJP lead-
ers mentioned about the
recent IT raids at several

locations across
Chhattisgarh.

BJP delegation included
former Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh, Riagarh
Look Sabah member
Gomati Say, Raipur
Parliamentarian Sunil

Sony, Ballarpur MP Arum
Sao, MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ajay
Chandrakar, Shivratan
Sharma, Narayan
Chandel, Punnulal
Mohile, Shivratan Sharma
and several others.

Railway Minister flags off
Ambikapur-NZM Spl Train

Bilaspur, Jul 14: Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will flagged off
04044/04043 Ambikapur-
Nizamuddin-Ambikapur
Weekly Special Train by
pressing remote button on
July 14. The train was
flagged off on July 14 from
Ambikapur at 9:45 am.
The flagging off ceremony
was witnessed at
Ambikapur station by
Union Minister Renuka
Singh, MLA Bhatgaon
Paras Nath Rajwade,
SECR GM Alok Kumar,
DRM Bilaspur, railway of-
ficials and local people in
large number. At the onset
SECR GM welcoming the
guests said, this train will
not only facilitate connec-
tivity but also there are
chances of industry, edu-
cation and employment in
this area.

Speaking on this occa-
sion through video confer-
encing, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said,
this day will be memo-
rable for the people of this
region. He added, fulfilling
the dreams of PM main

railway stations of this
country are being re-
vamped to give a different
look. He added, as railway
is connected to masses the
ministry is working to-
wards offering world class
facilities to passengers at
stations. With the start of
this train, not only Delhi
but many other important
cities will be connected to
Ambikapur, he added.

Union Minister Mrs
Renuka Singh also spoke
on the occasion. At the end
DRM Bilaspur proposed
vote of thanks. The train
was flagged off as special
train on the first day and
will stop at Bijuri( 11:50),
Annupur (12:35),
Shahdol(13:15), Katni
Murwara and final desti-
nation Nizamuddin at
04:35 hours. The regular

train will start from July
19(every Tuesday) from
Nizamuddin and July
21(every Thursday) from
Ambikapur. 04043 AMB-
NZM will leave
Ambikapur at 7:15 hours
to reach Nizamuddin at
04:35 hours. 04044 NZM-
AMB will leave
Nizamuddin at  23:00
hours to reach Ambikapur
at 19:30 hours.

Cabinet sub-committee formed
for Transfer Policy 2022

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: In view of
the Transfer Policy 2022,
the Cabinet under chair-
manship of CM Bhupesh
Bghel on Thursday has de-
cided to constitute a
Cabinet Sub-Committee
and on the basis of sugges-
tion/ recommendation of

this sub-committee, the ap-
proval of the Chief
Minister would be ob-
tained.

The Cabinet Minister
Mohammed Akbar in-
formed that the Cabinet
has approved the draft of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Appropriation Bill, 2022,
for the presentation of the

first supplementary esti-
mate year 2022-2023 in the
Legislative Assembly.

Further the proposal to
provide relaxation of 6
months in minimum peri-
od of 5 years for the pro-
motion from area coordi-
nator to the post of Chief
Executive Officer, Janpad
Panchayat was approved.

Necessary amendments
were made in the process
of granting compassion-
ate appointment to the de-
pendent family member in
case of untimely death of
the officers/employees of
the dissolved Transport
Corporation.

Cabinet has approved
the proposal to extend the
date for one-time settle-
ment of tax dues on motor
vehicles before and after
the formation of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheme-2020 from April 1,
2022 to March 2023. The
proposal to exempt the
outstanding road tax of Rs
99.95 lakh on city buses for
a total of 24 months from
April 2020 to March 2022
was approved.

IAS officer Dayanand
posted as Chief
Election Officer

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1144::  Senior Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) Officer P Dayanand
has been posted as Chief
Election Officer as addition-
al responsibility and would
continue to work as Director
Ayush. The 2006 batch IAS
Officer Bhuvnesh Yadav was
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of Chief Election
Officer on February 25 by
state government after the
2003 batch IAS Officer and
Chief Election Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangle had gone
on long leave. However, the
Election Commission of
India has now preferred the
name of P Dayanand for the
post on the basis of the
three-member panel sub-
mitted by the state govern-
ment.

The senior IAS Officer
Reena Kangle would be
again posted as CEO once
she returns back from leave,
stated an Order issued here.

Delegation submit
memo to Governor
seeking action

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: Collector
Sarveshwar Bhure on
Wednesday inspected
Mandir-Hasaud, Arang,
Gobra-Nawapara and
Abhanpur Tehsil offices.
During inspection, he in-
quired about the number
of cases registered in the
Tehsil offices.

He instructed to dis-
pose off the pending
cases registered at the
earliest.

Apart from disposing
off the cases egistered in
Tehsil offices, the cases
which remained pending
for long should also be
disposed off, he said.

He conducted surprise
inspection of revenue
cases and records in
Tehsildar court. Dr

Bhure instructed the rev-
enue officers to settle the
works like undisputed
mutation, undisputed di-
vision, and undisputed
demarcation.

There are clear instruc-
tions of the state govern-

ment that as soon as the
revenue case is received,
it is mandatory to regis-
ter it in the e-court, he
said. He also directed the
SDM to conduct regular
inspection of all subordi-
nate revenue courts.

Collector inspects Tehsil offices
Instructs for dispos-
al of pending cases
at the earliest

In improving quality
of education

Central Bank, Zonal Head
Bhopal, TS Zira on two-day

visit to Raipur 
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CM appeals farmers to get their Kharif
and horticulture crops insured

Raipur, Jul 14: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
appealed to every farmer of
the state to get their Kharif
and horticulture crops in-
sured. The Chief Minister
has said in his appeal direct-
ed to the farmers that crop
insurance is necessary so
that farmers continue earn-
ing even in case of weather
uncertainties and local nat-
ural disasters. The
Government is providing
the facility of crop insur-
ance to farmers at premium
amount. Farmers have to
pay 2 per cent of the premi-
um amount for the insur-
ance of Kharif crops and 5
per cent of the premium
amount for the insurance of
horticulture crops as contri-
bution. Farmers can protect
themselves from huge risks
by paying a little interest
and a little amount. The re-
ceived insurance claim

amount can cover the crop
loss due to weather uncer-
tainties and natural disas-
ters as well as the losses due
to decline in production.
Under the Prime Minister
Crop Insurance Scheme,
farmers can get paddy (irri-
gated and non-irrigated),
Arhar, Moong, Urad, Corn,
and horticulture crops in-
sured by 15 July.

CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that strengthening the agri-
culture ecosystem and mak-
ing farmers prosperous is
among the topmost priori-
ties of the Chhattisgarh
government. Farmer
friendly policies and
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government are being ap-
preciated across the coun-
try. Chhattisgarh is being
recognized as a model state
for agricultural develop-
ment. Chhattisgarh is the
leading state in the country

in terms of helping farmers
and ensuring their rights.
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, which
has first paid the crop in-
surance claim amount for
the Rabi season 2021-22 to
its farmers. Even before the
start of Kharif season, we
have paid claim amount of
Rs.304 crore 38 lakh to more
than 1.5 lakh farmers in
lieu of premium paid by
them. In Kharif season
2021, Rs 758 crore 43 lakh
has been paid in lieu of pre-
mium amount paid by more
than 4 lakh farmers of the
state.

He urged the farmers to
take advantage of the facili-
ties being provided under
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana and Weather
Based Horticulture Crop
Insurance Scheme and to
get crop insurance to avoid
any unwanted risks.

Mayor and Collector inspect various wards

Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Mayor Safira Sahu and
Collector Chandan
Kumar conducted sur-
prise inspection of
dengue affected areas of
the city on Friday morn-
ing. The Mayor and
Collector reached
Maharana Pratap Ward,
Rajendra Nagar Ward,
Bahadur Guda and
Jawahar Nagar and took
stock of drain cleaning
and waste management
and took information
from the local citizens re-
garding water logging,
sanitation and garbage
collection.

He asked to manage
the waste through
garbage vehicles only.
Along with this, after
reaching the homes of
dengue affected patients,
they also inquired about
the condition of the pa-
tients.

It is noteworthy that
for the prevention and
prevention of dengue
disease, JMC adminis-
tration, health depart-
ment and other depart-
ments continuously con-
ducted surveys in 48
wards of the city and in-
form the people about

prevention and preven-
tion of dengue. Spraying
of insecticides is being
done in the wards
through spray machines.
Which is being continu-
ously monitored by the
officials. On Thursday
morning, the new spray
machine has been dis-
tributed to the ward su-
pervisor for 48 wards of

the corporation, in which
the spraying of medicine
has been started in all the
48 wards with continu-
ous spray machine.

During this, Chairman
of Public Works
Committee of the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Yashvardhan Rao,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh

Nag, Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. RK
Chaturvedi, in-charge of
Urban Health Program
Mr. PD Bastia,
Corporator Kamlesh
Pathak, Dhansingh
Nayak and Health
Department and employ-
ees of Municipal
Corporation was pres-
ent.

Science is not exploration of nature, but a system
to accept supreme power of truth: Dr Karmkar

Raipur, Jul 14: In the pres-
ent day world the flow of in-
formation and data is in
high-speed and in such con-
ditions availing informa-
tion just in principle will
not be sufficient. We need
to do more and more exper-
iments personally and in
this one may face failures
many times’, says former
DG Chhattisgarh Council
for Science and Technology
(CCOST) Prof MM
Humbard at the inaugura-
tion of 10-day Robotics
Workshop at Chhattisgarh

Regional Science Centre in
Raipur on Wednesday. The
theme of this workshop is
‘hands on activity’. In this
workshop a total of 50 stu-
dents from science stream
of different schools are tak-
ing part and they will know
about the intricacies of
Robotics and its future re-
quirements and utility dur-
ing this ten-day workshop.

It is notable here that
Chhattisgarh Regional
Science Centre (CRSC) was
established to learn person-
ally about novel discoveries
and doing experiments and
its implementation; to pro-
mote the art of learning
skills; demonstrate modern
science and technology and
to create public awareness
about science. In this se-
ries, in order to create
awareness among students
related to Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and im-

portance of Robotics in the
near future, CRSC organ-
ised this 10-day Robotics
Workshop.

This is for the first time
after the formation of
CRSC when such a pro-
gramme has been organ-
ised. MD CSRC Dr S
Karmakar addressing the
school children said that
Science is just not about ex-
ploring the nature, but a
means to accept the
supreme power of the
truth. Project Director
CSRC Dr Shirish Singh in-
formed that entire world is
now talking about AI and
many new inventions are
being done due to nano-
technology and as a result
of which there is need to
keep the interest and
awareness about science
among children alive and
therefore this workshop
has been organised.

RMC to launch ‘Intensive
Tree Plantation’ drive

from July 18

Raipur, Jul 14: To make
capital city Raipur pollu-
tion-free, steps are being
taken in different manner.
Under this Intensive Tree
plantation drive will be
started from July 18 and
small ‘Oxy-zones’ will be
formed in different parts
of the city. In this regard
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar said
that in terms of sanita-
tion, Raipur city stands at
the 6th place and they have
target to plant around 6
lakh saplings. Under this
the Zones in-charges
would motivate people to
plant at least one sapling
in their house and will
provide saplings free of
cost. Any person contact-
ing the Zone of his ward
can avail saplings of 28 dif-
ferent varieties of trees.

Under the Intensive
Tree Plantation drive, the
saplings will be provided

to the people from July 14
with start of ‘Sawan’ sea-
son (rains). Mayor also ap-
pealed the denizens of city
to plant at least one
sapling on one’s birthday
and for which tree-guard
facility will be provided at
different places. Mayor
also informed that
saplings are planted, but
there is no one to take
care of it later and there-
fore now more than
planting of the saplings,
more care will be taken
for its safety and water-
ing and this campaign
will be launched in all
the 10 zones of RMC.

For this campaign,
RMC has formed a con-
trol room in RMC’s head
office for help of general
citizen and the telephone
No. is  8871238553, apart
from phone numbers of
Zone offices.

Dr Surisetti plans to revamp 
Indian Education system

Raipur, Jul 14: Dr Jawahar
Surisetti plans to revamp
the Indian Education
System by Indianising it
and bringing back the past
glory in Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

Dr Jawahar Surisetti,
known worldwide as the
Think Professor , an-
nounces a plan of action to
invigorate the education
system in India through a
movement called the Indian
Education Revolution today
on the occasion of Guru
Purnima.

Lamenting the fact that
wishing the gurus remain
the only activity and in re-
sponse the gurus just take it
as a day of respect. If there
is any complaint against
current state of education it
is reflective of the state of
gurus too. He said that while
celebrating the “Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav “ we still
blindly follow the education
system laid down by the
British . He said the Indian
Education Revolution will
bring back the fun and expe-
riential element in educa-
tion making schools and
colleges enjoyable rather
monotonous. He appreci-
ates the National Education
Policy for its progressive na-

ture and says that if imple-
mented to the core it will
reap rich dividends for
India . Explaining his mis-
sion , he says that we teach “
Jack and Jill “ while both
Jack and Jill are non exis-
tent in the Indian ecosys-
tem. We have not made an
effort to scientifically create
curricula that will navigate
the child through the educa-
tion and make him ready
for life . Today what is
taught in school and the
way it is taught is not useful
in life or higher education
and what is taught in col-
leges and universities also
fall into the same predica-
ment.Dr Jawahar empha-
sises the need to ramp up
the state education systems
because they are the ones

who effect the maximum
children . The variability in
the quality of the state edu-
cation system makes it all
the more challenging . So if
we are able to target and
revolutionise the 70% of
students in the public edu-
cation system , we will be
able to put India in the top
league . Our students have
everything and they prove
this when they go interna-
tional.

Dr Jawahar wishes to cre-
ate a forward looking sys-
tem driven by one lakh edu-
cators who will propel the
Indian Education
Revolution to complement
and enable the gurus to lead
India and create a fantastic
generation of future world
leaders.

YCmen hold demo against
LPG cylinder price hike

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 14: Youth
Congress workers on
Wednesday held demon-
stration against the Centre
over hike in domestic LPG
cylinder price. Youth
Congress workers distrib-
uted firewood to the
women from weaker sec-
tion of society terming the
price hike of LPG cylinder
to be unaffordable for
them. YC workers claimed
that tall claims are being
made by the BJP leaders
including the Ministers at
the Centre over providing
free LPG cylinders to the
people under Ujjawala

Gas Scheme whereas in
reality, the price hike has
created problems for the
beneficiaries to get the
LPG cylinder refill.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) General Secretary
Kanhaiya Agrawal al-
leged that the Central
government is not con-
cerned with the problems
of people as the inflation
has made life miserable
for middle class and
weaker section society
people.

YC leader Md Siddik
too termed the price hike
to be failure on part of
the Centre and added that
people have been at the
receiving end due to hike
in LPG cylinder price. YC
workers burnt the effigy
of Government during
the protest.

Sukhnandan Rathore is new Addl. SP (City)
Raipur: The state government has issued fresh posting to officers of the State
Police and as per the new order, Sukhnandan Rathore has been appointed as the
new Addl. SP Raipur city and the Addl. SP (City) Tarkeshwar Patel has been sent to
Police IG headquarters Raipur.

Meditation gives relief from mental
stress with positive outlook: Uikey

Raipur, Jul 14:
Meditation and Yoga are
the products of our an-
cient culture. Meditation
relieves mental stress with
positive outlook.
Meditation is the medium
through which we can
awaken the inner energy,
said Governor while ad-

dressing a special medita-
tion session organised on
the occasion of Guru
Purnima in the Durbar
Hall of Raj Bhavan. It is
worth mentioning that a
special meditation session
was organised for the offi-
cials and employees of Raj
Bhavan Secretariat at Raj
Bhavan on Wednesday.

Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey said that in ancient
times our ‘rishi-munis’
used  meditation to awak-
en their spiritual power.
She said that due to busy

modern life, we are pass-
ing through many types of
mental stress. Due to this
we are coming in the grip
of many diseases. Young
people are going through a
period of mental depres-
sion at an early age. In the
Corona period, this situa-
tion has become even
more serious.

All such mental prob-
lems of life can be solved
with meditation.
Meditation makes us men-
tally strong. With its con-
tinuous practice, we can

get rid of all the stress and
frustrating situations of
life.

She said that if we want
to lead a healthy life, then
we should take out time
from our busy routine and
practice yoga and medita-
tion. With the help of this,
we will be mentally and
physically healthy and
will be able to discharge
our duties well. Yogi
Swami Mahesh said that
yoga, pranayama and med-
itation are very necessary
to keep the body healthy.
Through these we can
maintain the balance of
energy of the body. He said
that through yoga and
meditation we can control
and clean our mind.
Swami Mahesh also gave
information about the
seven chakras of the body
and said that by awaken-
ing these chakras through
yoga practice, we can in-
crease our physical capac-
ity. Apart from this,
Swami Mahesh, while giv-

ing information about
Ashtanga Yoga to the offi-
cials and employees, ap-
pealed to everyone to prac-
tice yoga and meditation.
In this meditation session,
Dr. Anil Gupta told the im-
portance of our ancient
Vedic science. He said that
modern medicine is neces-
sary to keep the body
healthy, but yoga and med-
itation are very necessary
to increase the energy, ca-
pacity of our body. In the
program, Governor Ms.
Uikey felicitated Yogi
Swami Mahesh with me-
mento and ‘gamchha’.
Swami Mahesh also hon-
ored the Governor Ms.
Uikey. On this occasion,
Secretary to the Governor
Amrit Kumar Khalkho,
Legal Advisor to the
Governor, Rajesh
Shrivastava, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agrawal
and all the officials and
employees of Raj Bhavan
were present.

Take stock of drain
cleaning and waste
management

First quality of
Science is ‘inquisi-
tiveness’: Prof. MM
Humbard

Ten-day Robotics
Workshop begins at
CSRC

p Governor attends
the meditation 
session organised
at Raj Bhavan

p Distribute firewood
to people from
weaker section of
society

Raipur, Jul 14: On the
occasion of Guru
Poornima on July 13, dif-
ferent types of program
was organized at Sai
Darbar Kota. At 12 noon
Chappan Bhog was of-
fered to Sai Baba. Later
aarti was organized

which was followed by
Maha Bhandara.

At 6 pm Maha Aarti
and Bhajan Sandhya was
organised and Sej Aarti
at 10 pm. The bhajans
were sung by Trishita as
female singer and
Himanshu as male
singer, informs president
Surya Prakash.

Sai Devotees distribute
‘Chappan Bhog’ 

p On Guru Purnima

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133:: Vitraj V. Lilhare ,
student of XII Standard from
Krishna Public School
(KPS), Kamal Vihar-
Dunda, Raipur qualified
prestigious KVPY
(Kishore Vaigyanik
Protsahan Yojana -
2021).

KVPY is a programme
started in 1999 by the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Government
of India to encourage students
who are studying Basic Sciences
to take up research career in sci-

ence, by providing them fellow-
ship and contingency grants up to

the pre Ph.D. level or 5
years whichever is earli-
er.

This is the 4th year of
achievement by our stu-
dents at KVPY. In past, 6
students have cleared
this National Level
Exam. All the adminis-

trative dignitaries of school have
extolled the outstanding achieve-
ment garnered by the student
and wished him best wishes for
his bright future.  

Vitraja qualifies for KVPY -2021
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KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  1144::  In Jagdalpur
Municipal Corporation, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
Councilor Party has given a
memorandum to the Mayor,
President and Commissioner,
that Jagdalpur Municipal
Corporation should seriously
consider the serious irregulari-
ties in the survey list of eco-
nomically weaker and back-
ward classes. It has been
demanded in the letter that this
list should be made available
among the general public by
doing publicity in the ward or
by spreading enough publicity
at the appropriate place so that
people can see for themselves
that if they are financially capa-
ble or financially weak, then
their names can be added or
deleted. For this, the revenue
officer of the ward should be
given additional and sufficient
time to go from house to house
to rectify the list. In the letter
written point wise, it has also
been said that the councilors
should be given information in
writing and through training

about the eligibility of the eligi-
ble family for the economically
weak. After adding and cut-
ting names after survey, only
the councilors should be pre-
sented for observation before
approval and there should be
publicity and publication for
claim objection, in which time
should also be given as per
rules.  Leader of Opposition
Sanjay Pandey has said that
this subject was brought in the
General Assembly through a
special conference on July 8,
which was completely illegal.
The subject was not even
brought up in the Mayor-in-

Council and was brought up
directly in the General
Assembly without any MIC
members showing or knowl-
edge of any of the Councillors,
which was part of a conspiracy.
Leader of Opposition Pandey
has said that it was a sponsored
conspiracy because the names
of the famous people of the city
were put in the list by calling
them financially weak families,
which even those families were
not aware of and most of them
were Congress seniors. There
were people related to the fam-
ily of the leaders. Similarly,
the names of many eminent

millionaires were also shown in
this list in the economically
weaker section, but the alert-
ness of the opposition thwarted
this act of the ruling party.
Bharatiya Janata Party
Municipal Board President
Suresh Gupta has said that the
mayor has misled the house
that he has inspected this list,
then he should tell the public
that when such eminent people
were involved in it, he has
improved this list. Why was
the work not done? Because it
has been submitted for
approval, they should disclose
whether it is a mere error or a

conspiracy to oblige their loved
ones or against them. It has
also been written in the letter
through the councilors that tak-
ing this list very seriously and
not doing it in haste, according
to the rules, it should be pre-
sented in the Mayor-in-Council,
from where it will be presented
in the general assembly for
approval with their recommen-
dation. It has also been
requested that instead of call-
ing a special conference, a gen-
eral conference should be
called because more than a
hundred days have passed
since the general meeting,
other issues of the city can also
be discussed after convening
the general meeting. Leader of
Opposition Sanjay Pandey,
Speaker Suresh Gupta,
Councilor Nilam Yadav, Rajpal
Kasher, Mahendra Patel,
Triveni Randhari along with
BJP’s Pankaj Acharya, Tejpal
Sharma, Yogesh Shukla, Yogesh
Thakur Roshan Jha, Santosh
Bajpai, Yogesh Mishra and etc
were  present.

Serious crime to have crorepatis
in the list of EWS: Pandey Bilaspur, Jul 14: 

On the instructions of
District Collector Saurabh
Kumar, a team of
Administrative and
Health Department visited
the diarrhoea affected vil-
lages of Sarseni and
Masturi here. The diar-
rhoeal condition has rap-
idly returned to normal
after better monitoring,
care and treatment in this
region. Along with treat-
ment of drinking water
sources with chlorine, peo-
ple were also given the im-
portance of clean drink-
ing water and to prevent
diarrhoea.

A team of officers led by
Additional Collector Shri
RA Kuruvanshi visited
Sarseni and Masturi and
took stock of the situation.
It was told that from last
June 28 to July 11, 174 peo-
ple got diarrheal infection
in Sarseni. Of these, 95
people got cured in the
sub-health center itself.
And 79 people had to be

treated in community
health centers and SIMS.
At present, two patients
are receiving treatment in
SIMS. In Masturi also 24
patients have been found
with diarrhea, of these, 2
have been referred to
SIMS, while the rest of the
patients recovered after
local treatment. All
sources for drinking water
have been cleaned through
chlorination and a door-to-
door survey was also con-
ducted. Teams of Health
Department, Revenue and
Panchayat Department

are monitoring the vil-
lages with adequate medi-
cines and other necessary
materials.

Doctors have taken a
meeting of the villagers
and advised them to drink
clean water, eat fresh food
and stay away from mass
food distribution for the
time being. CMHO Dr.
Pramod Mahajan, EE PHE
MN Mishra along with de-
partmental officers and
doctors and para medical
staff of health department
were present during the
visit.

Administrative officials visit
diarrhoea affected villages 

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jul 14: State
Backward Classes
Commission (SBCC)
Chairman, Thaneshwar
Sahu took a review meet-
ing of district level offi-
cers, here and reviewed
the implementation of
schemes and programs
run by all the departments
of the government in the
interest of other backward
classes. In the meeting,
Chairman, State
Backward Classes
Commission, Mr. Sahu
said that the aim of all of
us should be to provide
benefits of government
schemes to as many eligi-
ble people as possible. He
asked the eligible people,
including the students of
other backward classes, to
provide OBC certificates
within a stipulated time so
that no person belonging
to the OBCs is deprived of

the schemes of the govern-
ment. Sahu talked about
the need of post-matric
hostel for other backward
classes in the district and
asked the concerned de-
partment to send a de-
mand letter for the same.
He asked the students of
Other Backward Classes
to be given seats if seats
are vacant in tribal hos-
tels. He asked the Labor
Department to make peo-
ple aware by organizing
camps for the welfare of
the workers.

Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhruv asked the Social
Welfare Department,
Labor Department and
other departments to do
better work at the ground
level to get the benefits of
government schemes to
the eligible beneficiaries.
Along with this, MLA Dr.
Dhruv inquired about the
updated status of manure

seeds in the district and
asked to make available
the updated status of the
availability of manure
seeds regularly.

In the meeting, Social

Welfare Department,
Tribal Development
Department, Labor
Department, District
Trade and Industry
Center, Education

Department, Agriculture
Department, Panchayat
Department, Urban
Bodies, Health
Department, Livestock
Development Department,
Horticulture Department
and other related depart-
ments operated under
Other Backward Classes
was obtained from the
schemes. In the meeting,
Vice-Chairman of State
Backward Classes
Commission Shri RN
Verma (Minister of State
Status) and Member Shri
Mahesh Chandravanshi,
Janpad Panchayat
Marwahi President Shri
Pratap Singh Maravi, Shri
Ramesh Sahu, Additional
Collector Shri BC Ekka,
Project Director Shri RK
Khute, District level offi-
cers of all departments in-
cluding Project
Administrator Shri KN
Mishra were present.

Benefit more eligible beneficiaries from govt schemes: Chairman SBCC

Kharora, Jul 14: Students
and teachers practiced
yoga with great dedication
and diligence in the
Government Primary and
Pre-Secondary School
premises under Adsena
complex of development
block Tilda. It is notewor-
thy that according to the
updated order issued by
the government, children
are to be called to school on
Saturdays without bags to
inculcate the practice of
yoga. Skilled yoga instruc-
tor of the block, Principal
Primary School, Mohadi
Laxminarayan Sahu, said
that yoga has not only
physical benefits, rather,
by doing it with the rules,
our conscience also be-
comes pure. To wear a
healthy mind, positive
thinking, and tolerance in
daily life, he appealed to
make yoga a part of

lifestyle. State song, and
national song were also
practiced by the students
under the guidance of
head reader
Laxminarayan Sahu and
teacher Daulat
Dhurandhar under the
guidance of cluster coordi-
nator Bhola Prasad
Verma, former secondary
institution head Anita Nag
Parmar, teachers
Bhuneshwari Sahu, Anita
and with the special coop-
eration of Dr. Sharma,
Sangeeta Verma, Manoj
Chelak, instrumentalists

Ramgopal Nayak,
Takeshwar Dhivar.

On this occasion, Patron
Sarpanch Dhanesh Kumar
Dhruv, Chairman of
School Management
Committee (Primary)
Radheshyam Verma, Smt.
Savitri Verma (Secondary)
Shravan Kumar Nishad,
Kalyani Tandon, Bhumika
Verma, Pratibha Verma,
Meena Verma, Manju
Nirmalkar along with
School Management and
Development Committee
Members and villagers
were present.

Through yoga, the inner soul also
remains healthy: LaxminarayanKonta/Sukma, Jul 14: 

Sukma Collector Haris
S. After reaching the
District Hospital and
Maternity and Child
Hospital, took stock of the
health facilities. He visit-
ed OPD room, operation
room, casualty ward,
blood bank, Hummer lab,
infant ward, nutritional
rehabilitation center etc.
and directed to provide
better health facilities to
the patients and keep the
hospital clean.

He took detailed infor-
mation about the doctors
and staff in the district
hospital and instructed
them to treat the patients
with sensitivity. The
Collector directed the
Health Officer that every-
one’s attendance should
also be ensured on time.
Collector Haris S inquired
about the machines and
human resources required
for the testing facility in

Hummer Lab and gave
necessary directions to the
concerned officer. While
discussing with the staff
related to Maternity and
Child Hospital, he in-
quired about the health fa-
cilities available here. He
also inquired about the
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center operating here and
instructed not to compro-
mise on the complementa-
ry food and other facilities
provided to make the chil-
dren well-nourished.

During the inspection,
Collector Haris S. express-
ing deep displeasure at the
officials regarding the

medical supplies lying in
disarray in the hospital,
directed that it should be
organized in the store
room at the earliest, so
that it does not get spoiled
and these materials can be
used properly.

The collector also ob-
tained information re-
garding the availability
and distribution of mos-
quito nets. Sukma SDM
Ms. Preeti Durgam, Civil
Surgeon Yashwant Kumar
Dhruv, District Program
Manager Bhaskar
Chaudhary, including doc-
tors and staff were present
on the occasion.

Collector inspects district hospital and  health facilities

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuull  1144::    

Water Quality Fortnight is to
being celebrated from July 1 to
July 15 by Jal Jeevan Mission
Public Engineering
Department, and under the
same in Tilda Block Gram
Panchayat Asounda, Kurra,
Budera School, also water
week was celebrated.  Along
with this, women and school
children were also informed
about the quality of water dur-
ing the rainy season by visiting
the village, under which treat-
ing the water received during
the rainy season was discussed.

Water borne diseases like
cholera, malaria, typhoid, vom-
iting, diarrhea, cold, fever etc.
were also discussed and meas-
ures to prevent them were also
told. Along with this, stagna-
tion of dirty water, cleanliness
around your house as well as
cleaning of hand pumps, taps,
wells, around drinking water
sources were encouraged and
use of water with sticks and
usage of water by boiling, fil-
tering and covering was also
encouraged. The villagers were
made aware by organizing a
program by the coordinator,
community worker. 

Nari Shakti Cluster 
gives information about

water borne diseases 

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  1144::  

MLA Ranjana Deependra
Sahu has alleged the negli-
gence of the administration
and government in giving a
proper educational atmos-
phere to the students study-
ing in Mehttru Ram Dheewar
Naveen Kanya Shala, now
transferred as Swami
Atmannad School. 

According to information,
on receiving complaints from
the residents of the ward, the
MLA went to the school
premises to see the status
quo, but there were no prop-
er arrangements for the stu-
dents studying there. 

The school, Mehttru Ram
Dheewar Naveen Kanya
Shala was operating in
Bathena, but this school was
given to the state govern-

ment as Swami Atmanand
School and all the girl stu-
dents of Primary Girls
School, Bathena studying in
the said school were trans-
ferred to Government upgra-
dation Secondary New Boys
School, where there is nei-
ther proper arrangement nor
facilities. 

MLA Ranjana Deependra
Sahu, seeing the status quo,
said that the government
administration is not worried
about the future of the stu-
dents, and the school is
being run in their paper
pages, but they do not know
what the system is in partic-
ular. 

The MLA further said that
classes from class I to VIII
are being conducted where
the system is completely
zero, and there is no electri-

cal system and the place
around the school is com-
pletely filled with water,
where there is always a fear
of poisonous snakes and
insects. 

The MLA herself interact-
ed with the students study-
ing in the school and knew
the inconvenience better.
The MLA discussed the situa-
tion with Bathena Ward
Councilor Shyamlal Netam,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Ward Councilor Lukeshwari
Sahu, and School
Management Committee and
has asked the higher depart-
mental officers to provide
proper facilities to the stu-
dents at the earliest through
tele-communication and has
warned to stage a protest if
arrangements are not made
at the earliest.

Students facing the brunt of the negligence
of the govt and department: Sahu

RRaajjiimm,,  JJuull  1144::

Seven persons trying to take
out wood from Anicut in village
near Pitaibandh got washed
away in the floods and out of
which only four could come out
the current and came to shore
of Mahanadi river and two of
them got stuck and were
untraceable even after 7 hours
till the writing of these lines. 
The rescue team of SDRF and
local divers was constantly in
search of them and one of the
two youth was found hanging
to the pillar of the anicut for
about six hours in the water
and he could be saved after six
hours of hard efforts by SDRF
and diving team.

The incident took place at
around 6:00 in the morning on
Friday. These days there are
lots of wood coming along with
current in the floods from the
forest area and getting lured
with it, the villagers generally
try to take it out jumping into
the river. Youth from village in
large number can be seen tak-
ing out such wood from the
river. 
It is notable here that the rivers
Pairi, Sondhur, Mahanadi are
witnessing flood like situation
these days and when 20 odd
persons from the village came
to know that wood is coming
along with flow of water in the
river, they all gathered near
the Pithaibandh anicut. Out of

these 7 got washed away in
heavy flow of current and out
of which four managed to
come to shore riding atop the
wood. But two others viz.
Devnath Sonwani and Dharam
Nishad got stuck in whirhpool
created near the Anicut gate
and got washed away and
could not be located.
Meanwhile another 18 yr old
Jhamman Yadav managed to
get hold of the pillar of the ani-
cut and was able to withstand
the flow of current for about
six hours and was saved by the
rescue team after six hours of
tiresome efforts at around 4:30
pm.  Sarpanch Gram Pitaiband
Poonam Banjare informed that
the rescue team had come
along with the motorboat, but
it developed some malfunction
and then another boat was
called.

Two missing while trying to take out wood
 From banks of

Mahanadi river near

Pitaibandh

Bemetara, Jul 14: The
festival of Guru Purnima
was celebrated on 13-07-
2022 in the campus of this
school. This festival is cele-
brated in the memory of
the great sage “Maharishi
Ved Vyas” each year. He is
considered as the greatest
guru. He edited the four
Purans. He also wrote the
“Mahabharat and the
Shrimad Bhagwat Geeta”.
Jagriti Kumeti Class XII
Arts and Nikhil Kuashal
XII Science kindled the
lamp before the statues of
Maharishi Ved Vyas & the
Saraswati Devi. Both the
students obtained full
marks in a self-evaluated
and peer evaluated test.
This test had five parts on
bold character Above sus-
picion must be truthful,
self-control, Honesty and
Loyalty, Self-respect, Love

to home, Love to school,
Love to village, Love to
state and top priority to
mother land. The worship-
ing of the great sage
“Maharishi Ved Vyas &
the Saraswati Devi” was
performed by Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal. He told
the difference between a
teacher and a master. A
teacher is a torch bearer.
He gives a superficial
knowledge to the students.
He removes the darkness
of the students. On the

other hand, a master is a
radiant person who re-
moves the ignorance of
the students. He manifests
the core of life. A teacher
gives us a plan and things
about tomorrow but a mas-
ter advises about our life
skills. A master gives us an
essence of life. So, the indi-
vidual himself/ herself he
is a symbol of joy.
Therefore, we get the com-
pleteness and ecstasy with
the help of a master. A
master directs us to go be-

yond the limitation and
come out from the reptil-
ian brain. So, a master is
our guru who prepares us
not for a race or a competi-
tion. We can get salvation
and fruitful life with the
blessings of a guru only.
He insisted the students to
revive the old Indian tradi-
tion of respecting the
gurus. He told the students
about the role of teachers
for the students. The stu-
dents and teachers of this
school presented cultural
activities showing the role
of the gurus on this occa-
sion. The celebration of
Guru Purnima brought an
inspiration among the stu-
dents of the school to re-
spect their gurus. They
took an oath on the occa-
sion of this festival’s cele-
bration to follow the right
path shown by the gurus.

Guru Purnima celebrated at APS

TRIBAL COMMUNITY PROTEST

People belonging to Scheduled Castes (SCs) and tribal community during a rally demanding overall development,
at Krishnanagar in Nadia district, Thursday, July 14.
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Five dead 
Chandigarh: Five
people died when
the car in which
they were travelling
hit a tree near the
Raghunathpura by-
pass in Haryana’s
Narnaul, police
said on Thursday.
The crash took
place a little after
midnight, Narnaul
City police station
SHO Inspector
Santosh Kumar
said. “The car hit a
tree along the road,
and the five occu-
pants were killed in
the incident,” he
said over the phone.
Kumar said the vic-
tims were in the
mid-30 to mid-50
age group.

prez polls
Aizawl: Mizoram is
fully prepared for
the presidential
polls slated for July
18, an Assembly offi-
cial said on
Thursday. Voting
will be held at the
House between 10
am and 5 pm under
strict Covid-19 proto-
cols, Assembly sec-
retary H
Lalrinmawa told PTI
The officials who
will deal with the
presidential polls
and authorised
media persons will
be tested for coron-
avirus on Saturday.
Thermal screening
will be conducted for
the legislators on the
polling day, he said.

11 injured 
Shimla: Eleven pas-
sengers were in-
jured after a road-
ways bus rammed
into a hill on a
mountainous road
in Himachal
Pradesh’s Mandi
district on Thursday,
an official said. The
incident happened
near Jangal Morh
when the bus was on
its way to
Dharampur from
Mandi, the state dis-
aster management
official said. Mandi
District Disaster
Management
Authority said the
injured persons
have been taken to a
hospital in Rewalsar.

Landslide 
Jammu: A man and
his son were killed
in a landslide in a re-
mote village in Reasi
district of Jammu
and Kashmir, offi-
cials said on
Thursday.
Mohammad Shafi
(65) and his son
Abdul Rashid (30)
were on the way to
home when they
came under a land-
slide, triggered by
rains, at Thillu-
Kalad village in
Arnas area
Wednesday evening,
they said. Villagers
retrieved the bodies
of both the deceased
from under the de-
bris, the officials
said, adding they
were later buried
after the completion
of legal formalities.

Man killed 
Baghpat (UP): A
man was killed and a
policeman injured in
an encounter in a for-
est area here, police
said on Thursday.
The incident hap-
pened on Wednesday
in Kurdi village
under Chhaprauli po-
lice station, they said.
Three motorcycle-
borne men robbed a
petrol pump at gun-
point following which
they were chased by
police towards the
jungles,
Superintendent of
Police Neeraj Kumar
Jadaun said.

Hyderabad, Jul 14 (PTI):

More than 19,000 people
have been shifted to relief
camps across Telangana as
rains continued to pound
several parts of the state
leading to inundation of
low-lying areas. Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar
held a meeting with offi-
cials here on Thursday to
review the situation aris-
ing out of incessant rains
in the state and said things
were under control and no
major damage was report-

ed. An official release said
19,071 people have been
shifted to 223 camps in the
state. While 6,318 families
have been sent to camps in
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district, 4,049 and 1,226 peo-
ple have been provided
shelter in camps in
Mulugu and Jayashankar
Bhupalpally districts re-
spectively. National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) personnel rescued
16 people in the state and
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
airlifted two persons.

Special focus is on Mulugu,
Bhupalpally and
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
districts now as Godavari
river was flowing vigorous-
ly there, the Chief
Secretary said. Several lo-
calities in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem and other dis-
tricts in the state remain
inundated after heavy rain-
fall. In Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district, the
water level in Godavari
river was 60.80 ft at 2 PM on
Thursday, well above the
third warning level of 53 ft.

Over 19,000 people 
moved to relief camps in

Telangana due to heavy rains

Dehradun, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Kanwar Yatra
began on the first day of
the Hindu month of
Shravan on Thursday
amid tight security
arrangements with Shiva
devotees reaching
Haridwar in large num-
bers to fetch the waters of
the Ganga.

The Kanwar Yatra is
taking place after a gap of
two years due to Covid-19
and the authorities hope
that at least four crore
Kanwariyas will come to
Haridwar and neighbour-
ing Rishikesh to collect
the waters of the holy
river during the nearly
fortnight-long fair.

All arrangements have
been made for the yatra
and police are committed
for making it a success,
Uttarakhand DGP Ashok
Kumar said.

When asked if the re-
cent rise in Covid infec-
tions will affect it, Kumar
said the normal protocol
in view of the pandemic
is still in place but there
will be no special restric-
tions.

“All activities have been
opened up. The Char
Dham Yatra is also going
on. There are no restric-
tions anywhere. We think

people should take neces-
sary precautions them-
selves and participate in
the pilgrimage,” the DGP
said.

He also appealed to
devotees to register on po-
licecitizenportal.uk.in/K
anwar for their own con-
venience although it is
not mandatory.

“It is for the conven-
ience of the Kanwariyas

only. Many of them get
separated from their rela-
tives. If they are regis-
tered it will be easier for
us to reach their relatives.
Therefore, my appeal is
they must register. So far,
4,000-5,000 people have
registered through the
website,” he said.

Shiva devotees from
several states, including
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab and Rajasthan,
visit Haridwar and
Rishikesh to collect wa-
ters of the Ganga and
make an offering of it to
Lord Shiva in temples
back home.

In view of a large crowd
of devotees expected to
throng the two pilgrimage
towns, strict vigil is being
maintained through
CCTV cameras, drones
and monitoring of the so-
cial media.

Devotees start pouring in Haridwar as Kanwar Yatra begins

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment led by Eknath
Shinde on Thursday re-
stored the pension scheme
meant for those political
activists who were impris-
oned during the
Emergency imposed in
1975.

The scheme, which was
introduced by the
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment in 2018, was
scrapped by the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) dis-
pensation in 2020.

The Fadnavis govern-
ment, which was in power
between 2014 and 2019,
had taken the decision to
provide pension to the ac-
tivists, who had protested

against the Emergency
imposed by the then
prime minister Indira
Gandhi.

The pension amount
ranged from Rs 5,000 to Rs
10,000 depending upon the
jail term they faced be-
tween 1975 and 1977.
Anyone who underwent

imprisonment for less
than a month or up to a
month would get Rs 5,000,
while those who were
jailed for three months
and above would get Rs
10,000.

Fadnavis, who is now
the deputy chief minister,
said the activists who
protested against the
Emergency belonged to
the RSS, Jan Sangh and
some political parties.

“Several people were
jailed because they
protested for reinstating
democracy. My own father
was in jail for two years,”
he told reporters.

The MVA government
may have stopped the pen-
sion scheme under pres-
sure from the Congress,
he said.

Shinde restores Emergency pension scheme
scrapped by Uddhav Thackeray govt

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI):

Singing legend Lata
Mangeshkar’s dream of
building an old-age home
for artists is closer to be-
coming reality with The
Swar Mauli Foundation
being launched on the oc-
casion of Guru Purnima.

The “secular and non-
profit” foundation,
launched on Wednesday, is
building the home in
Nashik.

Lata Mangeshkar, who
died on February 6 this
year, had registered the
foundation herself in July
2021. “By building an old-
age home, The Swar Mauli
Foundation is determined
to help artists who are in
the twilight of their age
and in dire need of help. It
was Lata Didi’s vision to

help and heal elderly
artists who are either
abandoned by their chil-
dren or feel financially
helpless to sustain their
lives,” the family said in
the statement. With sever-
al well known stars, in-
cluding Lalita Pawar,
Bharat Bhushan, Parveen
Babi, Achala Sachdev and
A K Hangal, dying alone,
destitute and forgotten,
the home will fill a long-
felt need, industry insid-
ers said. According to the
foundation’s official web-
site, Lata Mangeshkar had
said Swar Mauli was
based on the belief that no
elderly should be left alone
to face life when one is
most vulnerable. “One of
the most poignant parts of
my journey was witness-
ing a dismal side of life;

wherein not all older peo-
ple were being looked after
by their families. In my
younger days, I witnessed
many of the artists from
our film industry being
left to their peril in the
evening of their lives. I
was overwhelmed and it
left an indelible mark on
my heart. “As years passed
by, this dismal side of life
overwhelmed me and I de-
cided that I needed to do
something in my own little
way to heal this pain that I
was witnessing all
around,” the music icon
had said. Megastar
Amitabh Bachchan an-
nounced the news of the
launch of the foundation
on Twitter. “Bharat Ratna
Lata ji’s .. most noble ges-
ture and gift for humani-
ty,” he wrote.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Delhi BJP leaders and
workers led by party MP
Ramesh Bidhuri on
Thursday staged a protest
near Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence over hike in power
bills in the city. Police used
water cannons to disperse
the protesters when they
attempted to get past bar-
ricades erected to stop
them from reaching the
chief minister’s residence.
“The Kejriwal govern-
ment has looted crores of
rupees from Delhi people
through various charges
and surcharges in the past
many years,” Bidhuri
claimed, addressing the
protesters. Power distribu-

tion companies (discoms)
were in June allowed by
the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission to
increase power purchase

adjustment cost by two-six
per cent. The increase will
be added to the power bills
of consumers in the next
bill cycle.

Delhi BJP stages protest
over hike in power bills

BJP workers stage a protest against Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal over the hike in electricity bills, near
Chandgi Ram Akhara in New Delhi, Thursday, July 14.

Lata Mangeshkar’s family establishes
old-age home for artists in Nashik

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI):

Maharashtra govern-
ment has decided to re-
duce the value added tax
(VAT) on petrol and diesel
by Rs 5 and Rs 3 per litre
respectively, Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
said here on Thursday.

The decision, to be im-
plemented from Thursday
midnight, would entail a
burden of Rs 6,000 crore
on the state exchequer. It
will benefit the common
man affected by the fuel
price hike, Shinde told re-
porters after a cabinet
meeting at the secretariat
‘Mantralaya’.

Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis said the decision
was part of the Shiv Sena-

BJP government’s com-
mitment to people’s wel-
fare.

The government will en-
sure the burden of Rs 6,000
crore on the state excheq-
uer does not impact devel-
opment works, Shinde
said.

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment also reversed the
previous Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) regime’s
decision to stop direct elec-
tion of village sarpanchs
and municipal
council/nagar panchayat
presidents.

Earlier, the Fadnavis-led
state government (which
was in power from 2014 to
2019) had allowed direct
election of sarpanchs and
municipal council presi-

dents, which the MVA dis-
pensation headed by
Uddhav Thackeray
scrapped in 2020.

The Shinde government
will also restore the pen-
sion of the “Loktantra
Sangram Senani”, who
were jailed for protesting
against the Emergency
from 1975 to 1977, Fadnavis
said.

In 2018, the then
Fadnavis government an-
nounced a pension of Rs
5,000 to Rs 10,000 for such
people, but it was stopped
in 2020 by the MVA.

On Thursday, Deputy
CM Fadnavis said 3,600
people will now get the
pension and 800 more ap-
plications will be approved
on merit.

Maha govt cuts VAT on 
petrol & diesel: CM Shinde

State exchequer to incur burden of Rs 6,000 cr

Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI):
Union Minister for
Agriculture Narendra
Tomar on Thursday said
the Centre is working to
improve the e-NAM
(National Agriculture
Market), an online trading
platform for agricultural
commodities in India, to
make agricultural busi-
ness even more transpar-
ent. He said 1,000 agricul-
tural ‘Mandis’ (APMC

markets) have so far been
linked with e-NAM project
and Rs 1.5 lakh crore
worth business transac-
tion has been generated.

“We are working further
to improve the e-NAM
platform for more trans-
parency, Tomar said dur-
ing the inaugural session
of the two-day National
Conference of Agriculture
and Horticulture
Ministers in the city.

Tomar said the govern-
ment wants to promote
“digital” agriculture so
that farmers do not have to
go to the market and de-
pend upon middlemen.

In this regard, he
stressed the role of tech-
nology to track agricultur-
al produce grown in a par-
ticular field.

Centre improving 
e-NAM platform for farmers:

Narendra Tomar

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
said it has arrested four
people, including two pro-
moters of Chennai-based
Surana group, in a money
laundering case linked to
a reported Rs 3,986 crore
worth bank loan fraud.

Dinesh Chand Surana
and Vijay Raj Surana,
both managing directors
cum promoters of Surana
Industries Limited,
Surana Power Ltd and
Surana Corporation Ltd
and P Anand and I
Prabhakaran, dummy di-
rectors of shell compa-
nies, were taken into cus-
tody on July 12. The four
have been sent to the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) remand till July 27
by a special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court in
Chennai, the federal
probe agency said in a
statement.

The money laundering
probe stems from three
CBI FIRs filed against the
accused in 2020 that al-
leged that these three
companies, along with
their promoters, direc-
tors and unknown indi-
viduals indulged in mis-
appropriation and crimi-
nal breach of trust, ma-
nipulation of books of ac-
counts through fictitious
entities and routing of
funds through shell
(dummy) companies.

ED arrests 4 in money 
laundering case against
Chennai’s Surana Group

Eliminating 
gangster culture:
Punjab DGP Yadav
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  Punjab Director
General of Police (DGP) Gaurav
Yadav on Thursday said elimi-
nating gangster culture and
controlling the drug menace are
the top priorities of the state
police. The DGP visited
Amritsar during the day and
offered prayers at the Golden
Temple and the Durgiana
Mandir. Speaking to the media
in Amritsar, Yadav stated that
as directed by Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann, elim-
inating gangster culture and
controlling the drug scourge
were the top priorities. The
state police is committed to
maintain law and order, and
peace, he said, asserting that
the Punjab Police is one of the
best police forces in the world.
“We are focusing on basic polic-
ing, and we will ensure a peo-
ple-friendly police,” Yadav said.
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UKRAIN CRISIS

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a view of the damage caused by shelling in Vinnytsia,
Ukraine, Thursday, July 14.

Jerusalem, Jul 14 (AP):

President Joe Biden and
Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid on Thursday
discussed Iran’s rapidly
progressing nuclear pro-
gramme, with the Israeli
leader vowing afterward
that there will be no nu-
clear Iran.

The US president, who
is set to travel to Saudi
Arabia on Friday, said he

also stressed to Lapid the
importance of Israel be-
coming totally integrated
in the region.

Their one-on-one talks
are the centrepiece of a
48-hour visit by Biden
aimed at strengthening al-
ready tight relations be-
tween the US and Israel.
The leaders also issued a
joint declaration empha-
sising military coopera-
tion and a commitment to

preventing Iran, which
Israel considers an enemy,
from obtaining a nuclear
weapon.

We discussed the
Iranian threat, Lapid told
reporters afterward.
There will be no nuclear
Iran.

Israeli officials have
sought to use Biden’s first
visit to the Middle East as
president to underscore
that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram has progressed too
far and e ncourage the
Biden administration t o
scuttle efforts to revive a
2015 agreement with Iran
to limit its development.

Resurrecting the Iran
nuclear deal brokered by
Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration and abandoned by
Donald Trump in 2018 was
a key priority for Biden as
he entered office. But ad-
ministration officials have
become increasingly pes-
simistic about the chances
of getting Tehran back
into compliance. In the
joint statement, the
United States said it is

ready to use all elements
of its national power to
prevent Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear bomb.

Biden, in an interview
with Israel’s Channel 12
that aired Wednesday, of-
fered strong assurances of
his determination to stop
Iran from becoming a nu-
clear power, saying he’d be
willing to use force as a
last resort if necessary.

Iran announced last
week that it has enriched
uranium to 60% purity, a
technical step away from
weapons-grade quality.

The joint declaration
being announced
Thursday could hold im-
portant symbolic impor-
tance for Biden’s meeting
this weekend with Arab
leaders in Saudi Arabia as
he seeks to strengthen a
regionwide alliance
against Iran.

I talked about how im-
portant it was for Israel to
be totally integrated in the
region, Biden said after
the one-on-one meeting
with Lapid.

Biden, Lapid discuss Iran, integrating
Israel in Middle East

President Joe Biden, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid address the media following their meeting in
Jerusalem Thursday, July 14.

Colombo, Jul 14 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan Army
on Thursday urged the
anti-government protest-
ers to desist from violence
immediately or be pre-
pared to face the “conse-
quences”, warning that
the security forces are “le-
gitimately empowered” to
exercise force.

At least 84 people were
hospitalised when protest-
ers clashed with the secu-
rity forces at the prime
minister’s office and at the
main access junction to
Parliament on Wednesday

after President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled the coun-
try. The police fired tear
gas and water cannons at
the mob who were trying
to break barriers and
enter the restricted zone.

Authorities on
Wednesday imposed a cur-
few in the Western
Province following the
eruption of violence. The
curfew was lifted in the
morning. But it had to be
reimposed amid fears of
violence as there was no
word from President
Rajapaksa on his resigna-
tion. Anticipating more

protests after a group at-
tempted to storm
Parliament’s entrance a
day earlier, troops in
green military uniforms
and camouflage vests rein-
forced security at the
Parliament on Thursday.

The Army in a state-
ment urged the protestors
to “desist from all forms of
violence immediately or
be prepared to face conse-
quences as members of
the Armed Forces are le-
gitimately empowered to
exercise their force, if the
situation deems necessary
as security to the public

property, key installations,
vulnerable points and
human lives, does fall
within the purview of
their responsibility.”

It said that all heads of
the armed forces and the
police during meetings
with the acting President
and Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Speaker
of the Parliament and po-
litical party leaders unani-
mously maintained that
peaceful protests should
not in anyway be dealt
with full force, but with
the minimum force as long
as those protesters do not

resort to violence or dam-
age the public property.

The Army said “irre-
spective of those assur-
ances a certain section of
the protesters, purposeful-
ly deviating from its pro-
claimed non-violent ap-
proach continued to
breach law and order and
resorted to violence by try-
ing to place the Parliament
complex as well as the
Speaker’s official resi-
dence under siege.”

It said that despite re-
peated appeals of Army
personnel, the “unruly
protesting mobs” on
Wednesday tried to
forcibly enter Parliament
complex aggressively went
on harassing and attack-
ing the troops on duty
using clubs, iron rods,
stones, helmets, etc and
snatched TWO T-56
weapons with ammuni-
tion rounds and caused in-
juries to a dozen of Army
personnel.

It said the army troops
on Wednesday used mini-
mum force and brought
the situation under 
control. Wednesday’s
protests were more di-
rected at
Wickremesinghe. Calls
for his resignation inten-
sified after he was ap-
pointed the acting presi-
dent. Political party lead-
ers are asking him to step
down so that Speaker
Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena can take
control as acting presi-
dent. Wickremesinghe in
a statement asked the
Speaker to find a suit-
able nominee to become
the prime minister in an
all-party interim govern-
ment.

Sri Lankan Army asks protestors to desist
from violence or face consequences

Protesters react after storming the Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghes office, demanding his resign after

president Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled the country amid economic crisis in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Colombo, Jul 14 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and ex-finance
minister Basil Rajapaksa on
Thursday gave an undertak-
ing to the Supreme Court
through their lawyers that
they will not leave the cri-
sis-hit country until the
Fundamental Rights peti-
tion filed against them is
heard on Friday, a media re-
port said on Thursday.

A five-judge bench of
Lankan Supreme Court
comprising Chief Justice
Jayantha Jayasuriya,
Justice Buwaneka
Aluwihare, Justice
Priyantha Jayawardena,
Justice Vijith Malalgoda,
and Justice LTB
Dehideniya are scheduled
to hear on Friday the peti-
tion against the two mem-
bers of the erstwhile power-
ful Rajapaksa family, the
Daily Mirror Lanka website
reported. A petition was
filed in the apex court as
Basil Rajapaksa, the
younger brother of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, was earlier on
Tuesday turned back at
the Colombo airport as he
attempted to leave the
country through the VIP
terminal.

Basil, 71, tried to leave
the bankrupt island na-
tion a day before Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives from where he
appointed Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe as
the acting President, esca-
lating political crisis and
triggering a fresh wave of
protests in the country

reeling under the worst fi-
nancial crisis in decades.

Basil, a US passport
holder, resigned as fi-
nance minister in early
April as street protests in-
tensified against short-
ages of fuel, food and
other necessities and quit
his seat in parliament in
June. Basil is being wide-
ly held responsible for the
country’s worst economic
crisis which has heaped
misery on the people.
Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
patriarch of the
Rajapaksa clan, resigned
from the post of prime
minister on May 9, hours
after his supporters at-
tacked anti-government
protesters outside
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s of-
fice. Mahinda, 76, was ear-
lier in May barred by a
Sri Lankan court from
travelling abroad in view
of investigations against
them for the deadly attack
on anti-government pro-

testers in Colombo.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, Basil won’t leave Sri Lanka
until SC hears petition, their lawyers say

New York, Jul 14 (PTI):

NITI Aayog Vice
Chairperson Suman Bery
has said the attention of the
government towards India’s
Northeast is substantial and
political parties are vying
with each other to offer at-
tractive platforms for the re-
gion, amidst the “assertive-
ness of China”.

Berry made the remarks
while addressing a round
table organised by the
Consulate General of India
here on Transforming
India, in partnership with
NITI Aayog, US-India
Strategic Partnership
Forum and TiE New York.
Bery said the assertiveness
of China and the Northeast
region becoming an area of

significant contention in
Indian politics are two fac-
tors that are making the dif-
ference and political parties
are vying with each other to
offer attractive platforms for
India’s Northeast region.

Bery, responding to a
question about Assam and
the Northeast and how it
can get better linked to the
rest of India, said I would
suggest that two factors
which are linked with each
other are making a differ-
ence, whether they are mak-
ing enough of a difference
we can debate.

One is the assertiveness of
China and the second is that
the Northeast region has be-
come an area of significant
contention in Indian politics
in a way that it hadn’t (earli-

er). I think parties are vying
with each other to offer at-
tractive platforms for the
Northeast, he said adding
that the kind of attention
that I’m aware of within
government circles towards
Northeast is substantial.
Bery said how long it will
take to integrate it is a ques-
tion of physical distance, in-
frastructure. Infrastructure
is being put in.

But I wouldn’t lose sight
of how much effort this gov-
ernment has also been put-
ting into deeper infrastruc-
ture integration with
Bangladesh, and include
Bangladesh into a kind of
US-Canada sort of infra-
structure linkage, which
would be huge for the
Northeast.

Indian govt giving substantial attention
to Northeast region: Suman Bery

N asa has recently an-
nounced USD 600,000

( 495,000) in funding for a
study into the feasibility of
sending swarms of minia-
ture swimming robots
(known as independent
micro-swimmers) to explore
oceans beneath the icy
shells of our Solar System's
many ocean worlds . But
don't imagine metal hu-
manoids swimming frog-
like underwater. They will
probably be simple, triangu-
lar wedges. Pluto is one ex-
ample of a likely ocean
world. But the worlds with
oceans nearest to the sur-
face, making them the most
accessible, are Europa, a
moon of Jupiter, and
Enceladus, a moon of
Saturn.

Life inside ocean worlds
These oceans are of inter-

est to scientists not just be-
cause they contain so much
liquid water (Europa's ocean
probably has about twice as
much water as the whole of
Earth's oceans), but because
chemical interactions be-
tween rock and the ocean
water could support life. In
fact, the environment in

these oceans may be very
similar to that on Earth at
the time life began.

These are environments
where water that has seeped
into the rock of the ocean
floor becomes hot and chem-
ically enriched water that is
then expelled back into the
ocean. Microbes can feed off
this chemical energy, and
can in turn be eaten by larg-
er organisms. No sunlight or
atmosphere is actually need-
ed.

Many warm, rocky struc-
tures of this sort, known as
hydrothermal vents , have
been documented on Earth's
ocean floors since they were
discovered in 1977. In these
locations, the local food web
is indeed supported by
chemosynthesis (energy
from chemical reactions)
rather than photosynthesis
(energy from sunlight).

In most of our Solar
System's ocean worlds, the
energy that heats their
rocky interiors and prevents
the oceans from freezing all
the way to the base comes
principally from tides. This
is in contrast to the largely
radioactive heating of the
Earth's interior. But the
chemistry of the water-rock
interactions is similar.

Enceladus's ocean has al-
ready been sampled by fly-
ing the Cassini spacecraft
through plumes of ice crys-
tals that erupt through
cracks in the ice. And there
are hopes that Nasa's
Europa Clipper mission
may find similar plumes to
sample when it begins a se-
ries of close Europa flybys

in 2030. However, getting in-
side the ocean to go explor-
ing would potentially be
much more informative
than merely sniffing at a
freeze-dried sample.

In the Swim
This is where the sensing

with independent micro-
swimmers (Swim) concept
comes. The idea is to land on
Europa or Enceladus (which
would be neither cheap nor
easy) at a place where the ice
is relatively thin (not yet lo-
cated) and use a radioactive-
ly heated probe to melt a
25cm-wide hole through to
the ocean located hundreds
or thousands of metres
below.

Once there, it would re-
lease up to about four dozen
12cm long, wedge-shaped
micro-swimmers to go ex-
ploring. Their endurance
would be much less than
that of the 3.6m long au-
tonomous underwater vehi-
cle famously named Boaty
McBoatface, with a range of
2,000km that has already
achieved a cruise of more
than 100km below the
Antarctic ice.

At this stage, Swim is
merely one of five phase 2
studies into a range of ad-
vanced concepts funded in
the 2022 round of Nasa's
Innovative Advanced
Concepts (NIAC) pro-
gramme. So there are still
long odds against Swim be-
coming a reality, and no
complete mission has been
scoped out or funded.

The micro-swimmers
would communicate with
the probe acoustically

(through sound waves), and
the probe would send its
data via cable to the lander
on the surface. The study
will trial prototypes in a test
tank with all subsystems in-
tegrated.

Each micro-swimmer
could explore maybe only
tens of metres away from
the probe, limited by their
battery power and the range
of their acoustic data link,
but by acting as a flock they
could map changes (in time
or location) in temperature
and salinity. They may even
be able to measure changes
in the cloudiness of the
water, which could indicate
the direction towards the
nearest hydrothermal vent.

Power limitations of the
micro-swimmers may mean
that none could carry cam-
eras (these would need their
own light source) or sensors
that could specifically sniff
out organic molecules,
though. But at this stage,
nothing is ruled out.

I think finding signs of hy-
drothermal vents is a long
shot, however. The ocean
floor would, after all, be
many kilometres below the
micro-swimmer's release
point. But, to be fair, pin-
pointing vents is not explic-
itly suggested in the Swim
proposal. To locate and ex-
amine the vents themselves,
we probably do need Boaty
McBoatface in space. That
said, Swim would be a good
start.

Writer is Professor of
Planetary Geosciences,

The Open University
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Populous India
In 1980, the population

of China and India was
98 crore and 70 crore, re-
spectively. Sensing the
gravity of the situation,
China imposed a strict
policy, forcing couples to
have only one child,
whereas India contin-
ued with its policy of
‘Hum do, hamare do’. It
took China about four
decades to lower its pop-
ulation growth rate.
India should take a leaf
out of China’s pragmat-
ic approach. To aggra-
vate the already precari-
ous situation, there are
many fringe elements in
almost all religions in
our country who are ad-
vocating the people of
their respective commu-
nity to produce more
children. Along with
other necessary steps,
the government must
take immediate action
against such people too.
Balbir Singh Kakkar,

via mail

In nation’s interest
Our politicians leave

no stone unturned in
taking advantage of a
situation and creating
uproar, no matter how
vital the issue under
consideration might be
for national interest.
Confrontational meth-
ods in support of a polit-
ical cause has been their
modus operandi, but it
is not acceptable on a
hot issue like population
control, which has been
an impediment in the
growth of our nation.
Yogi Adityanath’s state-
ment to move forward
with the population con-
trol programme should-
n’t be imbued with po-
larising colours, as it is
in the interest of the en-
tire country, rather than
being detrimental to a
particular sect or reli-
gion. One hopes this
programme gains steam
not only in Uttar
Pradesh, but also across
the country to reduce
the burden on our limit-
ed resources.

Upant Sharma,
Panchkula

Covid protocol 
According to media

sources, Covid infec-
tions are slowly but
steadily rising through-
out Assam. Because
most people no longer
adhere to any Covid pro-
tocol, the rise in Covid
infections poses a big-
ger problem. Each per-
son is required to fulfil
his/her obligations.
Covid protocol avoid-
ance on purpose will
have severe conse-
quences.
Chandan Kumar Nath,

via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I ndia would be the world's most populated country next year, sur-
passing China, a report by the United Nations  has said.  And  in

2050,  the  country  is projected to have a population of  1.668 billion –
way ahead  of  China's 1.317  billion.  In  2022,  India's population will
only be slightly lower (at 1.412billion) than China's (1.426 billion), ac-
cording to the World Population Prospects 2022 prepared by the United
Nations  Department  of  Economic  and Social  Affairs,  Population
Division.  This  will definitely have implications for India’s economic de-
velopment. With a huge population and a major economy, India's need
for resources in the years ahead  will  become  increasingly  pressing.
For instance, June saw the country's coal imports reach "a record
high." The deal reached at the COP26 climate change summit in
November 2021 faced stumbling blocks related to the phasing  out of
coal, fossil fuel subsidies and financial support to low-income coun-
tries. India and China, both among the world's biggest burners of  coal,
insisted on a last-minute  change  of  fossil  fuel  language  in  the
Glasgow Climate Pact — from a "phase out" of coal to a "phase down."
After initial objections, opposing countries ultimately conceded. At a
macro level, the bigger a country’s population, the more the number of
people it has to support. This means that people’s productivity will
have to increase for any given percapita  income.  The  UN  estimates
exceed  those presented  in  July  2020  by  a  technical  group  of popula-
tion projections constituted by the National Commission  on  Population
(NCP),  an  Indian government panel. That report showed that India's
population will stand at 1.37 billion in 2022 and 1.39 billion in 2023, and
that the country will have apopulation of 1.41 billion only by 2025. What
is more significant, however, is the share of working-age people in the
total population. The UN  report  did  not  mention  the  working-age
population country-wise, but said the proportion of the working-age
group will continue to increase for some time in central and southern
Asia as well as in  northern  Africa  and  Western  Asia.  In  these regions,
the  working-age  population  will  start declining only by 2045. India has
a much higher proportion of working-age people than China, and that is
why it is expected to have a demographic dividend.  Also  significant  is
the  labour  force participation rate (LFPF), which is the proportion of
the working-class willing to work. LFPR stands at 42 per cent in India
against over 65 per cent  in China. This is mainly because of low female
LFPR in India, which is around 25 per cent only. This is the reason why
policies will have to be well-thoughtout. The biggest reason for differ-
ence in population growth rates in different countries is differing levels
of  fertility, as life expectancy has increased inall parts of the world. The
geographical divergence in future population growth rates also means
that the  global  economic  inequality  problem  could increase signifi-
cantly going forward. To put this in context, Sub-Saharan Africa’s share
in global GDP was just 2% in 2022, whereas 43% of global GDP be-
longed to the G-7 countries. The relationship between population
growth and sustainable     development     is     complex     and multidi-
mensional. Rapid population growth makes eradicating   poverty,   com-
batting   hunger   and malnutrition,  and  increasing  the  coverage  of
health  and  education  systems  more  difficult. Conversely, achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals, especially those related to health,
education and gender equality, will contribute to reducing fertility  lev-
els  and  slowing  global  population growth.

India’s population boom
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An overturned vehicle after a landslide due to incessant rains in Niramad sub-division of Kullu district, Thursday, July 14.

Nasa considers sending swimming robots to
habitable ocean worlds’ of the Solar System

LANDSLIDE

DAVID ROTHERY

A ccording to the United
Nations Children's

Fund (UNICEF), malnutrition is
a major contributor to the dis-
ease burden in India and a pre-
dominant risk factor for death
among children younger than 5
years of age. The World Bank es-
timates that India is one of the
highest-ranking countries in the
world for the number of children
with malnutrition. More than
one-third of the world's malnour-
ished children live in India.
Among these, half of the chil-
dren under three years old are
underweight. The major reason
for stagnant levels of undernutri-
tion among Indian children is be-
cause of a failure so far to ade-
quately prevent undernutrition
when it happens most – in the
womb, which is caused by poor
nutrition of women before and
during pregnancy. According to
the Registrar General of India,
the mortality of children under
the age of five was about 59 out of
every 1,000 live births which is
one of the highest rates in the
world. Poverty is one of the main
causes for malnutrition in India.

There are sections of population
who do not get their daily nutri-
tion because of their low income.
Nutrition deficiencies inflict
long-term damage to both indi-
viduals and society. Providing all
people with access to healthy
food is a challenge for every coun-
try, including India. The

Government of India has
launched several programmes to
converge the growing rate of nu-
tritious children. They include
Integrated Child Development
Services, NCF, National Health
Mission and Mid Day Meal
scheme. It facilitates a supple-
mentary nutrition programme,

growth monitoring and promo-
tion, nutrition and health educa-
tion, immunization, health
check-ups and health referrals, as
well as pre-school education. But
due to corruption, people are still
not getting properly benefitted
from these schemes and food pro-
vided under these schemes are

usually of good quality, so it does
not fulfil the need of people suf-
fering from malnutrition. So the
government and authorities need
to take proper steps to provide nu-
tritional food, monitor growth and
ensure regular health check-ups
because every citizen need to be
healthy to build a healthy society.
Also Read - Women's representa-
tion in modern advertisement Also
the COVID-19 pandemic and meas-
ures to contain it have had in-
evitable negative impacts. Rising
unemployment, food supply dis-
ruption, a downturn in interna-
tional trade, etc. pose serious chal-
lenges to the already precarious
Indian food and nutrition security.
It could in turn further intensify
the existing problem of malnutri-
tion among women and children.
This in turn accelerates undernu-
trition and lowers immunity in the
midst of a pandemic, making them
more prone to infections and dis-
eases. COVID-19 has also substan-
tially affected the network of gov-
ernment-run health and develop-
ment centres. So also government
needs to prepare an alternative
way to control malnutrition in a
situation like COVID-19 pandemic.

Tackling malnutrition 

T he two ghastly incidents of Islamic terrorists slitting the throat
of a Hindu target at Amravati in Maharashtra and the beheading

of another at Udaipur in Rajasthan a week later, in full public view
after delivering an open threat in both cases for the support voiced by
the victims on social media for now suspended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her remarks on Prophet Muhammed made during a
TV debate, indicate a new level of threat to India's internal security
from radicals manoeuvred by a hostile Pakistan. In both cases, the ter-
ror act was preceded by meticulous planning negating the view that
these events of raw violence could be attributed to 'sudden and grave
provocation' linked directly to what the party functionary of the BJP
had said. Many people in the legal profession have disagreed with the
judicial observations made by the apex court while throwing out the
request of the 'accused' former BJP spokesperson to club together the
numerous cases filed against her on the same count. In essence, the
court held Sharma directly responsible for the Udaipur beheading of a
hapless Hindu tailor. Can it be said that what the BJP representative
gave out by way of a 'spoken' word — for which a set of laws is already
being applied — was good enough for a group of people to plan physi-
cal violence in the gruesome murder of two Hindus for merely agree-
ing to her remarks? The socio-political environment — howsoever bad
— cannot legitimise resorting to a medieval kind of public violence.
The state in democratic India must punish these 'terrorists' on a deter-
rent note for the sake of its internal security and go all out to uncover
the wider conspiracy behind these events involving India's adver-
saries, for an equally effective response. In India, all religions are on
the same footing as far as respecting the sensitivities of their followers
is concerned and no community could claim to be on a different
pedestal from others in this regard. It is now becoming clear in the in-
vestigation of these cases by the NIA that the acts of terrorism might
be the doing of Pakistani agents who have been guided through the
planning, resource mobilisation and modus operandi for carrying them
out. These events should be seen as the culmination of three alarming
aspects of cross-border terrorism which became particularly marked
ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi — known for his tough stand
on Pakistan-sponsored terrorism against India — returned to power for
a second term in 2019. One is the extensive harnessing of Islamic radi-
cal outfits by Pak ISI in the proxy war against India in Kashmir and else-
where — more so after the abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution. It was aided by the re-installation of the Taliban Emirate
in Kabul in August 2021 which had come about with the full backing of
Pakistan. Secondly, the rise of the anti-Modi lobby comprising ele-
ments of the opposition, civil society fora and anti-India forces abroad,
with its narratives of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and anti-minor-
ity outlook of the regime, has encouraged Pakistan to openly denounce
India for promoting Hindutva at the cost of Muslim rights and freedom.
It needs to be mentioned that the average members of any minority
community in India have the same concerns of livelihood and security
as the ordinary people of the majority community here would face —
they all desire to live in peace. Democratic India must sternly put down
the violence encouraged out of political motives and in particular
counter-radicalisation fomented by the adversary. Scan of social media
has to be enlarged manifold since this has become an instrument of
combat and subversion. People have to be made aware that social
media is like a public platform which should be used only for legitimate
communication and which is subject to do's and don'ts governed by the
IT Act. Broadly speaking, one should not use social media for anything
that one would not be doing or saying in a public forum. The right to
privacy cannot be taken for granted while using social media. Indian
citizens need to be also educated on national security in a broad sense
and on their contribution to the same for the sake of national unity and
integrity as enjoined upon them by the Preamble to our Constitution.
The country should stand together against terrorism regardless of in-
ternal differences on political or religious issues.

New cross-border terror 
is far more audacious
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Design factories 

Mumbai: Commerce
and industry minister
Piyush Goyal on
Thursday reviewed
the progress of the
mega common facility
centre and two upcom-
ing standard designed
factories at SEEPZ-
SEZ here. The facili-
ties, part of the Rs 200-
crore makeover plan
of the Santacruz
Electronic Export
Processing Zone-
Special Economic
Zone (SEEPZ-SEZ),
are expected to be op-
erational by May next
year. The rejuvenation
is being projected as
SEEPZ-SEZ Version
2.0 Rebooted, a pre-
mier SEZ and an ideal
location for manufac-
turing and services
aimed at boosting ex-
ports and employ-
ment. Two new SDFs
(Standard Designed
Factories) are pro-
posed to be construct-
ed at SEEPZ-SEZ for
relocating two units at
the site.

Independent
director

Chennai: TVS Supply
Chain Solutions, part
of the TVS Mobility
Group on Thursday
said Tarun Khanna as
been appointed as an
independent director
to its Board. With the
appointment of
Khanna, the strength
of the city-based com-
pany’s Board grew to
11 of which four were
independent direc-
tors. “I am delighted
to welcome Tarun to
our Board as we pre-
pare to go public. He
brings deep under-
standing and knowl-
edge of how entrepre-
neurship and innova-
tion can be harnessed
to build companies of
global relevance and
scale from emerging
economies”, TVS
Supply Chain
Solutions Executive
Vice Chairman R
Dinesh said in a com-
pany statement here.
“He has been instru-
mental in shaping our
approach to build a
differentiated tech-led
supply chain business
in the early days and
now he joins the board
to help us scale faster
and further, “ he said.

Appointment

Mumbai: Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India on
Thursday announced
the appointment of
Nalin Jain, a former
Mahindra Group exec-
utive, as its Executive
Director for Finance
and IT. Jain, who suc-
ceeds Martin Mahlke,
will take charge on
August 8. He will be re-
sponsible for the fi-
nancial steering of the
future growth path of
the Volkswagen Group
in India, Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India Pvt
Ltd (SAVWIPL) said
in a statement.
Mahlke will take
over another assign-
ment at VW Group
globally after suc-
cessfully steering the
financial strategy for
the India 2.0 Project
over the last three
years, it said.

New Delhi, Jul 14: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday underlined the
need for blended finance
and leveraging private cap-
ital to achieve sustainable
development goals (SDGs).
She was speaking at the
Sustainable Finance for
Climate Transition round-
table in Bali, Indonesia,
which is hosting the third
G20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
(FMCBG). “The Union
Finance Minister high-
lighted the role of #MDBs,
use of #Blended Finance
and leveraging #Private
Capital for scaling up
#Sustainable Finance and
reaching #SDGs,” the fi-
nance ministry said in a
series of tweets. The fi-
nance minister also shared
India’s two-pronged ener-
gy transition plan — pro-
moting renewables in the
energy mix and adopting
innovative policy meas-
ures — for increasing ener-
gy efficiency and security.
“FM Smt. @nsitharaman
emphasised the

#Panchamrit strategy to
tackle #Climate Change,
as envisaged by Prime
Minister @narendramo-
di,” another tweet said.

At the COP26 confer-
ence in Glasgow, Scotland,
last year, Prime Minister
Modi took the pledge of
‘Panchamrit’ or five-nec-
tar elements in India’s
fight against climate
change. The ‘Panchamrit’
commitment seeks to raise
India’s non-fossil fuel-

based energy capacity to
500 GW by 2030, ensure
that 50 per cent of the
country’s energy require-
ments would be met by re-
newable energy sources by
the same year, reduce the
total projected carbon
emission by one billion
tonnes, decrease the car-
bon intensity of the econo-
my to less than 45 per cent
and finally, achieve net
zero emissions by 2070.
The SDGs adopted by

member countries of the
United Nations in 2015 are
intended at fostering peace
and prosperity for people
and the planet.

Some of these 17 goals
are no poverty, zero
hunger, good health and
wellbeing, quality educa-
tion, gender equality, clean
water and sanitation, af-
fordable and clean energy,
decent work and economic
growth, industry, innova-
tion and infrastructure.

Need for blended finance, leveraging private
capital to achieve SDGs: FM Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in a meeting with International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva and other delegates, on the sidelines
of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting, in Bali, Indonesia,
Thursday, July 14.

Mumbai, Jul 14:  

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty gave up
early gains to close lower
for a fourth straight ses-
sion on Thursday due to
selling in IT and banking
shares amid weak global
equities. The 30-share BSE
benchmark settled 98
points or 0.18 per cent
lower at 53,416.15. During
the day, it hit a high of
53,861.28 and a low of
53,163.77. The broader NSE
Nifty also pared initial
gains and ended 28 points
or 0.18 per cent down to
settle at 15,938.65. Among
the Sensex constituents,
Axis Bank declined the
most by 1.74 per cent. HCL
Technologies, State Bank
of India, Tech Mahindra,
TCS, Wipro, UltraTech
Cement and ITC were the
major laggards. Sun
Pharma, Dr Reddy’s Lab,
Maruti Suzuki India,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Titan and Reliance
Industries were among the
gainers. Energy stocks
gained after reports said
that the government may

review the windfall tax on
petrol and diesel exports
after a sharp decline in
crude oil prices. Reliance
Industries rose by 0.83 per
cent helping the index re-
strict losses.

“Tracking weak cues in
global markets, Indian in-
dices gave away their ini-
tial gains amid concerns
over higher-than-expected
US inflation data.
Investors are increasingly
expecting the Fed to carry
out a minimum 75bps rate

hike this month in order to
combat high inflation. “On
the domestic front, India’s
WPI inflation moderated
in June although it re-
mains at elevated levels,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services. The
wholesale price-based in-
flation eased to a three-
month low of 15.18 per
cent in June on a sharp de-
cline in the prices of min-
erals, but food articles con-
tinued to remain costly.

Sensex, Nifty slide for 4th
day; IT, banking shares drop

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

Minister of state for
housing and urban affairs
Kaushal Kishore asked
banks to simplify the pa-
perwork for providing
home loans as this will
help in achieving ‘housing
for all’. At a national con-
ference on ‘Housing
Finance in India - Issues
and Solutions’ organised
by industry body
Assocham, Kishore said
bankers, builders and all
the stakeholders in fi-
nance should cooperate
and work together in ful-
filling prime minister’s vi-
sion to provide a home to
every citizen in the coun-
try. It would be a matter of
honour for India if every
poor of the country has
his own house and is pro-

vided with basic facilities
like roti, kapada and
makaan, the minister said
as per the Assocham state-
ment. However, Kishore
said there is a need to sim-
plify the processes to en-
able that. Kishore told the
bankers that steps should
be taken to help people
avail of the housing loan
through easy paperwork.

“According to an estimate,
there are about 1,36,000
bank branches across the
country. If the applicants
are able to get housing
loans easily from these
banks then the work of
providing a house to all
will also be easy,” he said.
Pradeep Aggarwal,
Chairman, National
Council on Real Estate,
Housing and Urban
Development of
Assocham, and Chairman
of Signature Global, said
that affordable housing
projects have become an
important pillar of the real
estate sector. In his theme
address, D S Tripathi,
Managing Director & CEO,
Aadhar Housing Finance
Ltd, said housing con-
tributes to 7 per cent of
GDP in the economy.

Banks should simplify paperwork
for home loans: Kaushal Kishore

Mumbai, Jul 14: 

The rupee declined by 9
paise to settle at a new
record low of 79.90 against
the US currency on
Thursday due to a firm US
dollar in overseas markets
and capital outflows. A de-
cline in crude oil prices in
the international markets,
however, restricted the
rupee losses, forex dealers
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local currency opened
strong at 79.72 and wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
79.71 and a low of 79.92
against the US dollar in
the day trade. The local
unit finally settled at 79.90
a dollar, down 9 paise over
its previous close. The
rupee pared its early gains
as the US dollar continued

to gain against a basket of
leading global currencies
in early European trade.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trad-
ing 0.37 per cent up at
108.36. Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark,
dropped 2.20 per cent to
USD 97.38 per barrel.

Rupee drops 9 paise to hit lifetime
low of 79.90 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jul 14: 

The wholesale price-
based inflation eased to a
three-month low of 15.18
per cent in June on a
sharp decline in the prices
of minerals, but food arti-
cles continued to remain
costly. June is the 15th con-
secutive month when the
Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) based inflation re-
mained in double-digit.
Last month, it touched a
record high of 15.88 per
cent. In June 2021, it was
12.07 per cent. Inflation in
food articles in June was
14.39 per cent, as prices of
vegetables, fruits and pota-
to witnessed a sharp spike
over the year-ago period.
In May, the wholesale
price inflation in food arti-

cles was 12.34 per cent. The
rate of price rise in vegeta-
bles was 56.75 per cent,
while in potato and fruits,
it was 39.38 and 20.33 per
cent, respectively.

The WPI inflation in
minerals dropped sharply
to 8.55 per cent in June
from 33.94 per cent in May.
In the fuel and power bas-
ket, inflation was 40.38 per
cent, while in manufac-
tured products and oil
seeds, it was 9.19 per cent
and 2.74 per cent, respec-
tively. Inflation in crude
petroleum and natural gas
was 77.29 per cent in June.

Icra Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said minerals
and basic metals displayed
a sharp month-on-month
correction in June 2022, as
fears of an impending

global recession unfolded,
dampening commodity
prices. “We expect the WPI
inflation to ease to 13 per
cent in July 2022, reflect-
ing the ongoing correction
in global commodity and
fuel prices as well as do-
mestic food prices,” Nayar
said.

She said that the RBI
could hike interest rates
by 60 bps over the next two
reviews, taking the repo
rate to 5.5 per cent by
September 2022, followed
by a pause to ascertain the
momentum of economic
growth.

CRCL LLP CEO and
Managing Partner DRE
Reddy said the key reason
for the high inflation level
is rising food, fuel, and
vegetable prices.

WPI inflation eases to 
3-month low of 15.18 pc in Jun

Mumbai, Jul 14: 

Amazon and Uber an-
nounced an extension of
their association today,
launching special offers for
Prime members on Uber.
As part of the existing
Amazon-Uber association,
Prime members will get ac-
cess to UberPremier at the
price of UberGo, with 3 up-
grades per month.
Additionally, they’ll also be
able to avail a 20% discount
up to INR 60 valid for 3
trips per month, on Uber
Auto, Moto, Rentals, and
Intercity. Both these offers
can be availed by simply
connecting Amazon Pay
wallet on Uber and using it
for booking trips. With
travel opening up and near
complete recovery across
various travel use cases,

the offer is designed in a
way to help Prime mem-
bers and make travel re-
warding for them. To com-
plement high travel de-
mand, the special offer for
Prime has launched ahead
of Amazon India’s much-
awaited and much antici-
pated annual two-day shop-
ping event for Prime mem-
bers – Prime Day on July 23
and 24, 2022. These offers
will be available to Amazon
Prime members who make
the payment using
Amazon Pay and Uber will
serve as their ridesharing
partner across India.
Sharing his thoughts on
the collaboration, Akshay
Sahi, Director - Prime and
Delivery Experience,
Amazon India said, “It is
Amazon Prime’s constant
effort to provide exception-

al value to our Prime mem-
bers to make their every-
day experiences better, be
it with Free Fast delivery,
Exclusive Shopping,
B l o c k b u s t e r
Entertainment, or Ad-Free
Music. We recognize that
Prime members are always
on the go, and with this as-
sociation they can enjoy
even more comfort and
convenience on their travel
with Uber. We are gearing
up for our sixth Prime Day
in India which is going to
be bigger, better, and
packed with unmatched
shopping and entertain-
ment offers for all Prime
members.

Free ride upgrades to
Uber Premier and 20% dis-
count on Uber rides now
make this Prime Day even
more special.”

Amazon, Uber launch special ride
upgrades for Prime members 

New Delhi, Jul 14:  

India’s current account
deficit is expected to dete-
riorate in the current fis-
cal on account of costlier
imports and tepid mer-
chandise exports, accord-
ing to the Finance
Ministry’s monthly eco-
nomic review.

The review released on
Thursday by the ministry
also said that global head-
winds would continue to
pose a downside risk to
growth as crude oil and ed-
ibles, which have driven
inflation in India, remain
major imported compo-
nents in the consumption
basket.

For the present, it said,
“their global prices have
softened, as fears of reces-
sion have dampened

prices somewhat. This
would weaken inflation-
ary pressures in India and
rein in inflation.” If reces-
sion concerns do not lead
to a sustained and mean-
ingful reduction in the
prices of food and energy
commodities, “then
India’s CAD (current ac-
count deficit) will deterio-
rate in 2022-23 on account
of costlier imports and
tepid exports on the mer-
chandise account.”
Primarily driven by an in-
crease in trade deficit, the
CAD stood at 1.2 per cent
of GDP in 2021-22.
Analysts expects CAD
may expand to 3 per cent
of the GDP in the current
financial year. The deterio-
ration of CAD could, how-
ever, moderate with an in-
crease in service exports

in which India is more
globally competitive as
compared to merchandise
exports, the report said,
adding that the widening
of CAD, has depreciated
the Indian rupee against
the US dollar by 6 per cent
since January of 2022.

The rupee, however, has
performed well in 2022
compared to other major
economies unlike in 2013,
where it depreciated
against other major
economies, thus, reflecting
strong fundamentals of
the Indian economy.

The depreciation of
rupee, in addition to ele-
vated global commodity
prices, has also made
price-inelastic imports
costlier, thereby making it
further difficult to reduce
the CAD, it said.

CAD expected to deteriorate in FY23
on costlier import: FinMin Report

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuull  1144:: Rising interest
rates, higher inflation and
increasing cost of construction
are likely to slow down growth of
affordable housing finance com-
panies in the current fiscal, a
report said on Thursday.
Affordable housing finance (tick-
et size below Rs 25 lakh) has
proven to be one of the most
resilient sectors to economic
cycles and seen rapid progress
over the past decade, India
Ratings and Research said in a
report. With 25 per cent com-
pound annual growth rate, the
affordable housing sector has
outpaced the overall housing
finance sector growth in the past
five years. However, some tail-
winds that had supported the
sector earlier seem to be moder-
ating and thus could slow down
the pace of sector loan growth, it
said. “Rising interest rates,

reduced cash flow of borrowers
on account of the high inflation
rate, increasing cost of construc-
tion, leading to both a rise in
property costs and slowdown in
new inventory launches, and
halting of the government’s
Credit-linked Subsidy Scheme
(CLSS) are some of the chal-
lenges facing this segment,” the
agency said. The interest rate
scenario has turned around and
most recently, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has increased the
repo rates by 90 basis points
(bps), leaving the repo rate just
25 bps lower than the pre-Covid
levels. The agency said a 100 bps
increase in the interest rates
leads to the borrowers’ home
loan EMI rising 6.1-6.4 per cent
y-o-y in general, while for an
affordable housing borrower,
the loan EMI rises by about 5.3
per cent. 

Rising interest rates, inflation to
affect affordable housing finance

companies’ growth: Report

Mumbai, Jul 14:

India’s gems and jew-
ellery exports rose by 21.41
per cent to Rs 25,295.69
crore (USD 3,241.38 mil-
lion) in June compared to
the same month last year,
an industry body said on
Thursday.

The overall gems and
jewellery exports stood at
Rs 20,835.57 crore (USD
2,830.79 million) in June
2021, the Gem and
Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) said in a state-
ment. Exports during
April-June 2022 rose by
14.6 per cent to Rs 77,049.76
crore (USD 9,983.78 mil-
lion) compared to Rs
67,231.25 crore (USD
9,110.48 million) during
April-June 2021. GJEPC
stated that the gem and

jewellery exports to the
Middle East have started
showing positive impact
post the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement CEPA) with
the UAE. “Post the imple-
mentation of India-UAE
CEPA on May 1, plain gold
jewellery exports to the
UAE witnessed a growth
of 72 per cent to Rs 1,048.40
crore in May and 68.65 per
cent to Rs 1,451.58 crore in
June 2022 compared to Rs
609.47 crore in May 2021
and Rs 860.73 crore in June
2021, respectively,” GJEPC
said.

Total gem and jewellery
exports to the UAE during
April to June 2022 wit-
nessed a growth of 10.09
per cent to Rs 9,802.72
crore against Rs 8,904.08
crore for the same period
last year.

Gem, jewellery exports grow by 
21.41 pc to Rs 25,295 cr in June : GJEPC

New Delhi, Jul 14:

Insurance regulator
IRDAI on Thursday al-
lowed general insurers to
launch products for the
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities without its prior
approval.

Last month, Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) had permit-
ted insurers to launch
health and most of the
general insurance prod-
ucts by extending the
ambit of ‘use and file’ pro-
cedure, thus giving them
greater leeway in design-
ing and pricing of insur-
ance covers in line with
market needs. The ‘use
and file’ procedure was
also extended to most of
the life insurance prod-

ucts. “In order to facilitate
the insurance industry to
promote insurance pene-
tration and enhance cover-
age in the unserved and
underserved areas by de-
signing suitable and need-
based products covering
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities, the
Authority...hereby permits
the general insurers to file
retail products for agricul-
ture and allied activities
under the Use and File
procedure,” it said in a cir-
cular.

This move, the regulator
said will facilitate insur-
ance companies to design
and launch innovative
products for these seg-
ments in a timely manner
and expand the choices
available to the policyhold-
ers.

IRDAI eases norms for launching
agri insurance products

Exports rise 23.52
pc to USD 40.13
billion in June

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1144:  India’s
merchandise exports in June
grew by 23.52 per cent to
USD 40.13 billion, while the
trade deficit ballooned to a
record of USD 26.18 billion,
according to the government
data released on Thursday.
Imports expanded by 57.55
per cent to USD 66.31 billion
in June compared to the
year-ago month, the data
showed. The trade deficit
stood at USD 9.60 billion in
June 2021. Cumulative
exports in April-June 2022-23
rose by about 24.51 per cent
to USD 118.96 billion, while
imports increased 49.47 per
cent to USD 189.76 billion
during the period. The trade
deficit during the first three
months of this fiscal
widened to USD 70.80 billion
from USD 31.42 billion in the
year-ago period.

Kusha Kapila shares her 
experience of hosting ‘Comicstaan 3’

D
igital content creator and social media influencer
Kusha Kapila, who is set to host the upcoming
season 3 of reality stand-up comedy competition

OTT show ‘Comicstaan along with comic artiste Abish
Mathew, recently opened up on her experience of

being a show host. Talking about it Kusha said,
"Hosting was one of the most taxing jobs that
I have done. I was very nervous in the begin-
ning but the way all the judges welcomed
and supported me, it was all very helpful.
I feel incredibly lucky." She praised her
co-host and shared how this journey
was a learning curve for her, "Abish
as a co-host is incredible. There is
so much prep that happens in the

background so I got to learn so
much. For me it was a

school, an institution.
And I loved it."

Actress Elnaaz Norouzi, known
for her work as Zoya in OTT

series Sacred Games', is set to
star in the second season of the
Emmy winning 'series 'Tehran'.
She is turning a singer with her
debut track which is yet to be
titled. Commenting on the
development, the actress said:
"I cannot contain my excite-
ment now that the news is out.
I've been working and holding
onto this song for more than 2
years. It's a big deal for me as
it's all so new to me but I've
worked extremely hard on it
and now I can show it to the
world. It'll be out this month
and I hope everyone supports
me in my journey as a
singer."
Talking about how the song
came into existence, she
continued: "The journey to
this song started with me
taking vocal training
because I wanted to work on
my voice for my acting.
That's when my teacher and
vocal trainer pursued me to
learn music saying that 'you
have a good voice'. Initially,
I was like, 'Okay, this is not
on my radar at all'."
"However, during Covid first
wave, when I was stuck in
Germany, I met a music
manager who also liked my

voice and offered me to sing.
That's how it all started.

C
omedy Central – one of the most
popular and youth-centric come-
dy channels, has come up with a

double delight for its audience. Serving
rib-tickling humour, the channel has an-
nounced the Indian Television Premiere
of the third season of Bob Hearts
Abishola on 14th July and a new comedy
show, Future Man, on 26th July respec-
tively.

Bob Hearts Abishola is an award-win-
ning rom-com by Chuck Lorre of The
Big Bang Theory and Young Sheldon
fame. Starring Billy Gardell and Folake
Olowofoyeku, the show is about Bob’s
one-sided love for a nurse named

Abishola and the length to
which he goes to
win her heart.
The sitcom
has been a
P r i m e t i m e
nominee on Emmy
2020. Entertaining
viewers on Comedy
Central since June,
its third season will
be telecast from
14th July, Monday
to Friday, 8 pm on-
wards.

Coming on 26th July
is Future Man, a sci-fi
comedy show executive
produced by funnyman
Seth Rogen and Evan
Goldberg of Pineapple
Express and This Is The
End fame. The show re-
volves around janitor-
turned gamer Josh
Futturman, who cracks an ap-
parently unbeatable game, only
to have in-game characters
Tiger and Wolf involve him to
fight Biotic Wars! Starring Josh
Hutcherson of Hunger Games and Eliza
Coupe of Quantico fame, the show has a
7.7/10 IMDb rating and is part of
Comedy Central’s Happiness Buffet. The
first season of Future Man will be
broadcast from July 26, Monday to
Friday, 10 pm onwards.

Laugh your hearts out with Bob
Hearts Abishola S3 from July 14, and
Future Man from July 26, only on
Comedy Central!

A
ctress and can-
cer crusader
Sonali Bendre,

who was diagnosed
with metastatic cancer in
2018, visited the hospital
in New York where she
had undergone treat-
ment.

She penned down her
"bittersweet" experience
of re-visiting the hospital
four years later.

Sonali wrote: "This
chair, this view, this exact
same spot... 4 years later.
From sheer terror to con-

tinued hope, so much has
changed yet so much re-
mains the same. It was
unreal to sit there and see
patients going in and I
could see that I had been
through a similar jour-
ney... Saw the chemother-
apy suite, the same wait-
ing room, faces were dif-
ferent." "I felt like telling
the patients that there's
HOPE, and I am there on
the other side and look at
me today I have come in
for a visit on the other
side of the spectrum... It

was, as you can guess, a
very bittersweet, emo-
tional day. I stepped out,
looked my son in the eye,
with the sunshine on my
face and thanked the uni-
verse for everything."

Sonali is known for her
work in hit movies like
"Sarfarosh" and "Hum
Saath Saath Hain", to
name a few.

She made her OTT
debut in web-series "The
Broken News", a Hindi
adaptation of the popular
2018 British series Press.

ACROSS

1. She, in Seville

5. Civic gp.

10. Mimic

14. Film holder

15. Fauna's partner

16. Fortune's partner

17. Enrolled

19. Peruvian Indian

20. Go downhill

21. Salamanders

22. Town's announcer

23. Commotion

25. Sister's daughters

26. Distribute

28. Carrying weapons

31. Thin

32. Central American country

37. Spud

39. Pierre's friend

40. Speed trap device

41. Surgical procedure

43. Stop that!

44. Sort

45. Rabbitlike animals

46. Taunted

50. Mountain cat

51. Prodded

52. Atoll material

55. Couple

58. Rendered fat

59. Avoiding meat, fish and poultry

61. Understood! (2 wds.)

62. Loiters

63. Nut's partner

64. British noble

65. Impoverished

66. Absorbed by

DOWN

1. Slips up

2. Onion's kin

3. Enact laws

4. ____ Baba

5. Behind

6. Large amount

7. Type

8. Crude minerals

9. Scoundrel

10. Burning

11. Sudden fright

12. TV host

13. Raises children

18. Fit of temper

22. Fall drink

24. Copier's need

25. Fish trap

26. Choir voice

27. Bound

28. Once more

29. Hearsay

30. Down East

33. Lady's title

34. Worship

35. Rural road

36. Fine ____

38. Expressed anger

42. Senator ____ Kennedy

45. Luau entertainment

46. Dutch bloom

47. Make disappear

48. Consent

49. Jewish feast

50. Sucker

52. Yield

53. Leer

54. Critic Rex ____

56. Cartoonist Disney

57. Upon

59. Wine (Fr.)

60. Baseball stat
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New opportunities may give you a chance
to increase your financial standing and
expand yourself professionally. Innovations
that you've produced in the past have
attracted the attention of those in positions
of authority, Aquarius, and the fruits of
your labor may manifest now. Don't expect
to be able to relax and enjoy them, howev-
er, as a lot of effort still lies ahead. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Relations with those you care about con-
tinue to be warm and supportive. Friends
may want to pitch in and help you with a
project, Pisces, or you could lend a hand to
someone else. Strong bonds with others
could be forged at this time, which might
lead to firm and lasting friendships in the
future. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be happier than usual with
what you see in the mirror, Aries,
because your inner beauty is more visi-
ble than usual. You could also feel espe-
cially sociable. Both old friends and new
should find your company especially
congenial. Romance blossoms, although
there's a slight tendency today to see
partners through rose-colored glasses. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Although you might feel a bit inclined
toward solitude today, Taurus, don't
indulge it. This is a great day to get out
with friends and meet new people, if
possible, particularly women. You can
forge closer bonds at this time, and you
might also make valuable business con-
tacts that prove profitable in the future. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A female friend you haven't seen for a
while could surprise you with a call. A lot of
interesting news and useful information
could be exchanged that benefits both of
you. You may make a number of short jour-
neys throughout the day, Gemini, as you
have a lot that needs doing. A small
increase in income could also be in the
works. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A male friend could put you in touch with
people from foreign countries or people
who have traveled a lot. They might have
valuable information that you could use
later. This information could also help you
finish old projects that have been waiting
to be done. Your eye for detail is especial-
ly acute, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today, Leo, you might find yourself think-
ing longingly of exotic lands and possibly
traveling to them in the future. You could
also wonder about the people who live in
those countries. Romantic daydreams
may distract you from your day-to-day
business, so it's important to stay
focused. Read travel books and rent trav-
el videos. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Romance and marriage are very much on
your mind today, Virgo. A special conversa-
tion with a possible love partner could have
you hankering for happily ever after. Books
on attracting and maintaining relationships
might be especially appealing as well as
useful. Take care not to put too much stock
in detailed analyses, however. Remember
that such books are based on generalities. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're feeling especially healthy, ener-
getic, and attractive today, Libra, and
some friends may suddenly see you in a
new light. This could bring a valuable
boost in self-confidence. New careers
that pay more and offer more of a chal-
lenge are especially appealing to you
now. Consider them seriously. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your natural warmth and loving nature
should be more apparent than usual
today, Scorpio. You're likely to attract
new people, both men and women, into
your aura. Perhaps old friends you
haven't seen for a while suddenly reap-
pear on the scene. This is an excellent
time to plan a social event or invite a
friend to lunch, if possible. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Friction with family members, particular-
ly women, could prove irritating, espe-
cially since you're torn between their
quirks and the love you have for them.
This isn't the time to hold grudges,
Sagittarius. Let them go. You might feel
the urge to do some home repairs, redec-
orate, or otherwise improve your home,
or perhaps cook a great meal. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today should bring pleasant and prof-
itable communications with women, pos-
sibly some new friends. A lot of people
will want talk to you, although perhaps
more than you can realistically handle.
Be careful not to commit to too many
things. You could end up spreading your-
self too thin. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sonali Bendre visits hospital where
she was treated for cancer

Comedy Central premieres ‘Bob Hearts
Abishola Season 3’ and ‘Future Man’

Elnaaz Norouzi
turns singer with

her untitled track,
song to be out

on July 27

S
tar Bharat is turning into one of
the top destinations for captivat-
ing and compelling content. In

the show, we will see Karan V Grover
playing the role of Riteish Malhotra, a
Bollywood superstar who now, con-
nects with Zoon and deliberately be-
comes her father figure with a fatal
twist.

In the show, sharing the most
adorable bond with Zoon, Karan
learns how to become a father as they
spend time together. Post his mar-
riage, Karna is learning all the parent-
ing skills through this show ‘Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai’ where Zoon con-
stantly insists him to be her father.

Karan on playing the role of Zoon’s
father says, “Zoon is most definitely
an adorable child, and every day
while shooting, I am learning what it
would actually be for a parent to look
after a five-year-old, though she’s not
my daughter in the show but my
character Ritesh definitely develops a
parental feeling as he himself has
had a very lonely childhood. I
realise it is true that a child
is the father of a man.” The
show is all about three
strangers who’s fates are
bringing them together.

Zoon  feels an absence of a father fig-
ure in her life. Ritesh, played by Karan
V Grover, a famous Bollywood actor
has everything a man desires but a
connection in which he can pour his
heart out. He is guilt driven from an
incidence in the past with a wound so
deep, but somehow manages to carry a
smile for which is sold in the name of
stardom. He is playing the role of a
person who takes care of Zoon as a fa-
ther and their bond gets deeper with
time. Will Zoon bridge the gap be-
tween Indu and Ritesh? Will her
dream of a ‘perfect’ family get ful-
filled? Stay tuned to know more about

‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’
only at Star Bharat from

Monday to Friday at
9:30pm.

Karan learns parenting in ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’ 



Singapore, Jul 14 (PTI):

Olympic bronze
medallist Saina Nehwal
showed signs of regaining
her form with a sensation-
al win over Chinese world
number 9 He Bing Jiao in
the Singapore Open here
on Thursday.

The two-time
Commonwealth Games
gold winner joined com-
patriots PV Sindhu and
HS Prannoy in the quar-
terfinals of the tourna-
ment.

Saina, a London
Olympics bronze medal-
list, prevailed 21-19 11-21
21-17 over the fifth seeded
Chinese to make the last
eight stage. It will be her
first appearance in quar-
terfinals of a Super 500
event in over two and a
half years. She will meet
Japan's Aya Ohori next.

The 32-year-old from
Hyderabad has been bat-
tling a series of injuries
and lack of form in the
past few years, which
forced her to skip the se-
lection trials for the
Commonwealth Games,
in April.

In the last three years,

Saina's best performance
had been a semifinal fin-
ish at Orleans Master
Super 100 last year. She
had also reached the quar-
terfinal stage at Malaysia
Masters and Barcelona
Spain Masters in 2020.

Two-time Olympic
medallist Sindhu and in-
form Prannoy also
stormed into the quarter-
finals after registering
fighting wins.

Third seed Sindhu
staved off a spirited chal-
lenge from Vietnam's
world number 59 Thuy
Linh Nguyen 19-21 21-19
21-18 in the women's sin-
gles competition to set up
a clash with China's Han
Yue.

Prannoy, ranked world
number 19, notched up his
second win in three weeks
over world number four
and third seed Chou Tien
Chen of Chinese Taipei
14-21 22-20 21-18 in an hour

and nine minute contest.
The 29-year-old Indian,

who is looking to break
his five-year-old title
drought, will face Japan's
Kodai Naraoka next.

The men's doubles pair-
ing of MR Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila also en-
tered the quarters, with a
stunning 18-21 24-22 21-18
win over sixth seeded
Malaysian combination of
Goh Sze Fei and Nur
Izzuddin.

A day after notching up
an unset win over compa-
triot Kidambi Srikanth,
Mithun Manjunath's run
ended with a fighting 10-
21 21-18 16-21 loss to
Ireland's Nhat Nguyen.

Ashmita Chaliha, who
had defeated Thailand's
B u s a n a n
Ongbamrungphan, also
couldn't proceed further
in the tournament, losing
9-21 13-21 to Han Yue of
China.
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Saina stuns Bing
Jiao to join

Sindhu, Prannoy
in quarterfinals of

Singapore Open

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Virat Kohli and Jasprit
Bumrah were on Thursday
rested from the five T20Is
against the West Indies, to
be played in the Caribbean
and the United States from
July 29.

KL Rahul, who recently
underwent a surgery for
sports hernia, and Kuldeep
Yadav were picked in the
18-man squad subject to fit-
ness. Kuldeep had suffered
a hand injury in the home
series against South Africa
in June.

Ravichandran Ashwin
also made a comeback to
the T20 squad, having
played his last T20 in

November last year.
PTI had earlier reported

that Kohli, who is strug-
gling for form and has not
scored a hundred since
November 2019, had asked
for rest from the entire
white-leg tour of the West
Indies comprising three
ODIs and five T20s. The
tour begins on July 22.

Star leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal has also
been given rest.

Besides Kohli, Bumrah
will not be part of the
Caribbean and the United
States tour. Skipper Rohit
Sharma, Rishabh Pant
and Hardik Pandya, who
will not be part of the pre-
ceding ODI series, will re-

turn for the T20s. Shikhar
Dhawan will captain in
ODIs. Leg spinner Ravi
Bishnoi has retained his
place in the T20 side and so
has pacer Avesh Khan.

Left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh, who was
not part of the full-
strength squad against
England in the final two
T20s, is back in the mix.

From the squad that
won the series in England,
pace sensation Umran
Malik has been dropped.
In his outings in Ireland
and England, Malik has
shown that he remains a
work in progress and
needs to improve on his ac-
curacy.

Kohli, Bumrah rested
from West Indies T20s;

Ashwin returns

Changwon, Jul 14 (PTI):

India topped the medal's
tally at the ongoing ISSF
Shooting World Cup here
on Thursday after a slew
of fantastic outings from
its shooters.

India finished the tour-
nament with eight medals
-- three gold, four silver
and one bronze -- and were
way ahead of hosts Korea
and Serbia in the medal's
tally.

The day began on a bril-
liant note for India when
the troika of Arjun
Babuta, Shahu Tushar
Mane and Paarth Makhija
helped the country bag its
third gold medal, beating
Korea 17-15 in the 10m air
rifle team event.

Arjun, Makhija and
Mane fought neck to neck
and staged a comeback,
leading through the final
to claim the top prize
ahead of the Korean team
of Seungho Bang, Sangdo
Kim, and Hajun Park.

It was Arjun and
Shahu's second gold in the
World Cup.

The second medal of the

day came in the form of
silver when the trio of
Elavenil Valaviran,
Mehuli Ghosh, and
Ramita settled for silver
after going down to the
home team of Jihyeon
Keum, Eunseo Lee, and
Dayeong Gwon 10-16.

In the men's 10m air
Pistol team event final, the
Indian team put up a spir-
ited fight against the expe-
rienced Italian trio of
Paolo Monna, Alessio
Torracchi and Luca
Tesconi before going down
15-17, ensuring another sil-
ver for the country.

India's third silver of
the day came in the 10m
air pistol team women's
event when the new-look
team of Rhythm Sangwan,
Yuvika Tomar and Palak
faced a 2-10 drubbing
against a quality Korean
side comprising Tokyo
Olympics silver medallist
Kim Minjung.

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):

Former Indian off-spin-
ner Harbhajan Singh will
be back in the cricket field
when he competes in the
second season of the
Legends League Cricket
(LLC) in September.

Harbhajan will join for-
mer Indian opener
Virender Sehwag, Irfan
Pathan, Yusuf Pathan, for-
mer Australian speedster

Brett Lee, spin legend
Muttiah Muralitharan,
and World Cup winning
former England captain,
Eoin Morgan. The second
season of the LLC will fea-
ture four teams and 110
former international
cricketers. It makes me
feel super charged to be
back on the ground and
play with the global leg-
ends of the game. I am
looking forward to
September eagerly,

Harbhajan said.
Besides Harbhajan,
former Bangladesh

skipper Mashrafe
Mortaza has also con-
firmed his participation in
the upcoming edition of
LLC. Meanwhile, former
West Indies cricketers,
Lendl Simmons and
Denesh Ramdin have
joined the league's player
draft for the upcoming sea-
son. The inaugural edition
of the tournament fea-
tured former cricketers
from India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Australia, England
divided into three teams
representing India, Asia
and Rest of the World re-
spectively.

Harbhajan to play in
second edition of

Legends League Cricket

India top medal tally with
3 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze

Indian shooters Arjun
Babuta and Paarth Makhija
during an event at the ISSF

Shooting World Cup.

Melbourne, Jul 14 (PTI):

Australia women's team
captain Meg Lanning is
hoping that cricket's ap-
pearance at the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
could go a long way in
helping the sport enter the
Olympics.

Lanning and Co. will be
competing at the
Birmingham showpiece,
starting July 28, as cricket
returns to the
Commonwealth Games for
the first time since 1998.

The Australian men's
team had claimed a silver
when cricket was included
at the quadrennial event
more than two decades
ago. "Cricket in the
Olympics would be amaz-
ing. Especially for the
game as well, to reach a
new audience," Lanning
told BBC Sport.

"It would allow different
people to see that game
would really help the
growth of it in other coun-
tries around the world,
and particularly for
women."

Paris will host the next
edition of the Olympics in
2024, followed by Los
Angeles in 2028 and
Brisbane in 2032. Lanning

feels the sport will be in-
cluded someday in the fu-
ture. "I'm not really sure
what it takes to get it into
the Olympics, but from the
perspective of players, it
would be amazing,"
Lanning added.

"It's something I'd love to
do but I think if it was
going to happen, it will
probably be once I've fin-
ished up playing."

This time eight coun-
tries will battle it out in a
10-day women's T20 tour-
nament at Edgbaston, and
Lanning will try to help
her side win the gold.

Australia captain Meg Lanning

wants to see cricket at Olympics

Eugene (USA), Jul 14 (PTI):

Neeraj Chopra will carry
a billion hopes into the
World Championship for yet
another landmark result
and it won't be a surprise if
long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar also grabs a
slice of history at the show-
piece, starting here Friday.

Chopra is cherishing phe-
nomenal results this season.

The star athlete has im-
proved his personal best
twice -- he recorded a 89.30m
throw on June 14 at the
Paavo Nurmi Games in
Finland before sending his
spear to 89.94m, just 6cm shy
of 90m, in the prestigious
Stockholm Diamond League
Meeting on June 30.

In between, he had won
the javelin throw event at
Kuortane Games in Finland

with a throw of 86.69m
under wet and slippery con-
ditions. Given the form he is
in, the Tokyo Olympic
Champion is expected to
script history and become
only the second Indian and
first male player from the
country to win a medal in
the World Athletics
Championships. Chopra's
main rival for the gold
medal will be the defending
champion Anderson Peters
of Grenada. Peters is the
favourite to win gold as he
owns four of the top five
throws this season. His best
effort of 93.07 is also the best
result this season.

A gold is, however, not be-
yond Chopra's reach as he
has beaten Peters twice this
season -- at Paavo Nurmi
Games and Kuortane
Games. Peters also strug-
gled briefly this season due
to injury while Chopra has
been in the pink of his
health.

World Championship

Spotlight on Neeraj, dark horse
Sreeshankar too eyes glory Georgetown, Jul 14 (AP):

Bangladesh won the one-
day international series
from the West Indies,
bouncing back from losing
the test and Twenty20 se-
ries.

Bangladesh made West
Indies bat first and bowled
out the home side for 108 in
35 overs. The Bangladeshis
took less than 21 overs to
reach the target, for the loss
of one wicket.

The visitors have won the
two ODIs by six and nine
wickets for a fifth succes-
sive bilateral series win.

The last ODI and tour
match is on Saturday at the
same Providence Stadium
and Bangladesh will be fa-
vored to beat West Indies an
11th straight time since late
2018. West Indies couldn't
handle spin again, as
Nasum Ahmed took his
first ODI wickets to start
the West Indies collapse and
Mehidy Hasan Miraz fin-
ished the rout with 4-29.
The home side rode some

early luck when openers
Kyle Mayers survived a
messed-up stumping
chance off Mehidy, and
Shai Hope overturned an
lbw decision to Nasum. But
the batters didn't last much
longer. Mayers was bowled
by Mosaddek Hossain try-
ing to defend on the front
foot. Then Shamarh Brooks

was bowled by Nasum for
his first ODI wicket in his
second match. Mosaddek
caught Hope who mishit an
attempted slog sweep, and
in the same over Nasum got
captain Nicholas Pooran
dragging on. West Indies
was 45-4 and Nasum had 3-9
from six overs, three of
them maidens.

Bangladesh clinch ODI series from
Windies after 9-wicket win

Najmul Hossain Shanto (L) of Bangladesh celebrates taking the
catch to dismiss Shai Hope of West Indies.

Terrassa (Spain), Jul 14 (PTI):

The FIH World Cup did not go
as expected for the Indian
women's hockey team but
striker Navneet Kaur on
Thursday said the side will
look to better its performance
at the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham.
India finished ninth in the
World Cup.
The team began the campaign
with a 1-1 draw against
England. In its next match, it
was held to a 1-1 draw by
China. India's final group

stage match ended in a 3-4
defeat to New Zealand.
India had a chance to go to
the quarterfinals despite fin-
ishing third in the group stage.
However, they missed out on
the opportunity to finish in the
top 8 after a 0-1 loss to Spain.
Speaking about India's loss to
Spain, Navneet said, "When
we lost the match against
Spain, we were utterly disap-
pointed but knew we had to
quickly put that match behind
us and focus on the upcoming
games against Canada and
Japan.

We will work on bettering our
performance at CWG: Navneet

‘Proportion of 
unmarried youth rising’

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The proportion of
unmarried persons
within the age brack-
et of 15-29 years has
increased to 23 per
cent in 2019 from 17.2
per cent in 2011, ac-

cording to a government
survey. As per the National
Youth Policy 2014, those
aged 15 to 29 years are clas-
sified as youth. The latest
report of the National
Statistical Office stated that
the percentage share of the
youth population (15-29
years) who are never mar-
ried has shown an increas-
ing trend in the male popu-

lation from 20.8 per cent in
2011 to 26.1 per cent in 2019
and similar trend has been
observed in case of the fe-
male population. The pro-
portion of unmarried fe-
males rose from 13.5 per
cent in 2011 to 19.9 per cent.
In 2019, the highest percent-
age share of youth popula-
tion who are never married
have been observed in the
States/UTs of Jammu &
Kashmir followed by Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi and Punjab
and the lowest have been
observed in the States/UTs
of Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, it stated.

‘Pawar behind earlier splits in Shiv Sena’
Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI): 

A key member of the
rebel faction of Shiv Sena
MLAs in Maharashtra has
claimed Nationalist
Congress Party president
Sharad Pawar was behind
the earlier splits in the saf-
fron party and his alleged
role in revolts caused pain
to its founder Bal
Thackeray.

Deepak Kesarkar, a Sena
MLA and spokesperson
for the rebel faction head-
ed by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, sought to
know what Pawar gained
by causing pain to Bal
Thackeray. "It is a fact that
whenever the Shiv Sena
has split, Pawar saheb had

a role to play," he said in
New Delhi on Wednesday.

Kesarkar said
"Matoshree" (the private
residence of the
Thackerays in suburban
Mumbai) has never gone
to "Silver Oak" (Pawar's
home in south Mumbai).
"Why did he (Pawar) engi-
neer splits that caused
pain to Balasaheb
(Thackeray)?" the Sena
legislator, who was once in
the NCP, asked.

Before the last month's
revolt by a section of
MLAs led by Shinde, the
56-year-old Shiv Sena has
seen rebellions by its influ-
ential leaders like
Chhagan Bhujbal,
Narayan Rane and Raj

Thackeray, the cousin of
party president Uddhav
Thackeray.

Once a firebrand leader
of the Shiv Sena, Bhujbal
quit the party and joined
the Congress in 1991. He
later became a member of

the NCP after Pawar
floated the party in 1999
after leaving the
Congress. Konkan
strongman Rane, a for-
mer Sena chief minister
who is now in the BJP,
quit the Bal Thackeray-
founded party in 2005.
"These things are not to
be revealed.

I was witness to this.
Pawar saheb said this to
me in confidence that al-
though 'I helped Rane to
quit the Sena, I did not
lay any condition which
party he should join'.
This means he provided
whatever help Rane
needed. He took Bhujbal
(with him in NCP),"
Kesarkar said.

‘Valid medical prescriptions must for 
sale of specified ayurveda online’

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority on
Thursday directed e-com-
merce entities to sell speci-
fied ayurveda, siddha and
unani drugs only after cus-
tomers upload valid med-
ical prescriptions from
registered doctors on the
platforms.

The requirement will be
applicable for drugs speci-
fied under Schedule E (1) of
the Drugs and Cosmetics
Rules, 1945. Schedule E lists
out poisonous substances
under the ayurveda (in-
cluding siddha) and unani
systems of medicine. Such
drugs are required to be
taken under medical super-
vision. "Consuming such
drugs without medical su-

pervision can lead to severe
health complications. E-
commerce platforms have
been advised that the sale
or facilitating the sale of
such drugs shall be done
only after a valid prescrip-
tion of a registered
Ayurveda, Siddha or Unani
practitioner respectively is
uploaded by the user on the
platform," the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) said in a
statement. Besides, the
word 'caution' is to be print-
ed in both English and
Hindi languages on the
label of the container of
such medicines specified in
Schedule E (1). In February
2016, the Ministry of Ayush
issued a public notice in-
forming stakeholders that
such drugs are required to

be taken under medical su-
pervision and purchasing
the same online should be
avoided without medical
consultation. Under
Section 18 of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019, CCPA
said it is empowered to pro-
tect, promote and enforce
the rights of consumers as
a class, and prevent viola-
tion of consumers' rights.

The regulator is empow-
ered to prevent unfair trade
practices and ensure that
no person engages himself
in unfair trade practices.
CCPA said it is consistently
monitoring the issues af-
fecting consumer welfare.
Recently, the watchdog is-
sued guidelines to prevent
unfair trade practices and
protect consumer interests
with respect to levy of

service charges in hotels
and restaurants. It has also
issued guidelines for the
prevention of misleading
advertisements and en-
dorsements.

To safeguard consumer
rights while shopping on-
line, CCPA has issued an
advisory to all marketplace
e-commerce entities to en-
sure that details of sellers
as mandated under sub-
rule (5) of rule 6 of the
Consumer Protection (E-
commerce) Rules, 2020 are
displayed on the platforms.
Details such as name and
contact number of the
grievance officer con-
cerned should be provided
in a clear and accessible
manner, and displayed
prominently to users on
the platform.

‘All clearances given for
Mumbai-ADI bullet train project’

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has given all the
clearances for expediting
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project, state
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said
on Thursday. Addressing
a press conference after
the state cabinet meeting,
Fadnavis said Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has given all the clear-
ances for the project. The
pending issues were relat-
ed to the forest clearances
and land acquisition,
among others, he said.

The estimated cost of
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project is Rs
1,10,000 crore, out of
which Rs 88,000 crore are
being funded by the Japan
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation Agency
(JICA). Over 70 per cent
land required in
Maharashtra for the
project has been ac-

quired in Thane and
Palghar districts.

The previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment headed by Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray had not taken
any step to put the project
on fast-track. Thackeray
had instead asked the rail-
way ministry to build the
high speed train corridor 
between Pune and
Nagpur cities.

Karnataka for fines for not 
wearing masks at public places 
Bengaluru, Jul 14 (PTI): 

With COVID-19 cases on
the rise, the Karnataka
government is mulling
over imposing fines for not
wearing masks in public
places here. I feel that
masks have to be made
compulsory at least in
Bengaluru. Till now, there
were no fines. We may
have to think about impos-
ing fines on people also be-
fore it gets out of hand. Of
course, this is at the dis-
cussion stage. Ultimately
we will discuss with Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Karnataka
Health Minister K
Sudhakar told reporters.

To a query on how it
would be implemented, he
said in the past, too, the

government had effective-
ly made the masks com-
pulsory during lockdown
and during stringent
COVID-19 restrictions.
Now that the symptoms of
anybody infected is not se-
rious or bothering peo-
ple...no deaths...people not
getting admitted to the
ICU or requiring ventila-
tor support, a common
man feels it (COVID-19) is
like any flu. He is not tak-
ing it as seriously as it
should have been, though
we are trying to tell them,
Sudhakar said. "COVID-19
is a new disease that broke
out nearly two years ago,
so experts do not know
much about the post-
COVID effect on a person",
he said, adding that people
need to be watchful and

mindful of their actions.
We should be considering
all precautionary meas-
ures rather than thinking
about it after getting af-
fected. To that extent, the
government is thinking se-
riously to really consider a
few options like compulso-
ry mask and effective pre-
ventive dose of vaccina-
tion as early as possible
that too on a warfooting,
Sudhakar said.

The Minister said the
government has decided to
give free booster dose or
preventive dose free of
cost to people to pursue
vaccination aggressively.
On administering vac-
cines for children,
Sudhakar said the govern-
ment is also expecting it in
all eagerness.

‘Want meaningful autonomy,
not independence’

Jammu, Jul 14 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama on
Thursday said more and
more people in China are
beginning to realize that he
is not seeking "independ-
ence" but meaningful au-
tonomy and preservation of
the Tibetan Buddhist cul-
ture. Advocating resolution
to all disputes through dia-
logue, he asserted that all
human beings are equal
and they need to rise above
the narrow-minded ap-
proach of "my nation, my
ideology" which is the
main trigger for fights
among people.

The Dalai Lama arrived
here to a warm welcome by
his followers who turned
up in large numbers de-
spite heavy rains. This was
his first visit outside
Dharamshala in Himachal

Pradesh in the last two
years. He is likely to visit
Ladakh on Friday. "Some
Chinese hardliners consid-
er me a separatist and a re-
actionary and always criti-
cize me. But now, more
Chinese are realising that
the Dalai Lama is not seek-
ing independence and only

wishing China (to give)
meaningful autonomy (to
Tibet) and (ensure) preser-
vation of Tibetan Buddhist
culture, the 87-year-old spir-
itual leader told reporters.
Asked about China's objec-
tion to his visit, the Dalai
Lama said, "This is usual.
The Chinese people are not

objecting... more and more
Chinese are showing inter-
est in Tibetan Buddhism.
Some of their scholars are
realising that Tibetan
Buddhism is very scientif-
ic. Things are changing."
The Dalai Lama, whose
real name is Tenzin Gyatso,
received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1989 and is feted
worldwide for his advocacy
of independence for Tibet
and other causes.

Earlier this month,
Beijing criticized Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for greeting the Dalai Lama
on his 87th birthday, saying
India should stop using
Tibet-related issues to in-
terfere in China's internal
affairs. However, India re-
jected China's criticism
and asserted that it is a con-
sistent policy to treat the
Dalai Lama as an honoured
guest of the country.
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Commuters aboard a metro at Sealdah Metro station as commercial services begin at the newly inaugurated metro
station, in Kolkata, Thursday.

METRO SERVICES

Workers are silhouetted as they take a bath in a pond, during the monsoon season in Agartala, Thursday.

MONSOON CLOUDS

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama talks to the media
as he arrives in Jammu, Thursday.

ADR STATEMENT

'Donations to 
BJP plunged 40%
during 2020-21'

New Delhi, Jul 14 (PTI):
The donations that
recognised national
parties received during
financial year 2020-21
decreased by over Rs
420 crore, a sharp fall of
41.49 per cent from the
previous fiscal, a poll
reform advocacy group
said on Thursday.

The first wave of
Covid started around
the end of March 2020,
just before the start of
the financial year, trig-
gering lockdowns
across the country.

Donations to the BJP
decreased from Rs
785.77 crore during FY
2019-20 to Rs 477.54
crore during FY 2020-21
-- a fall of 39.23 per cent.
The party's donations
had increased by 5.88
per cent during FY
2019-20 in comparison
to FY 2018-19, the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said in a state-
ment.

The donations re-
ceived by Congress
plunged from Rs 139.016
crore during FY 2019-20
to Rs 74.524 crore dur-
ing FY 2020-21 -- a reduc-
tion of 46.39 per cent.

Its donations had de-
creased by 6.44 per cent
between FY 2018-19 and
FY 2019-20, the state-
ment said. A total of
over Rs 246 crore was
donated to the national
parties from Delhi, fol-
lowed by Rs 71.68 crore
from Maharashtra and
over Rs 47 crore from
Gujarat.

Donations totalling
Rs 37.912 crore (6.39 per
cent of the aggregate
received by the nation-
al parties in FY 2020-21)
could not be attributed
to any state or union
territory due to incom-
plete or undeclared in-
formation provided by
the parties, it said.

Heavy rain, massive
winds wreak havoc
in northern Kerala

KKoozzhhiikkooddee,,  JJuull  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Incessant rains and unprece-
dented winds have wreaked
havoc in northern Kerala in the
last few days with rivers over-
flowing in parts of Kasaragod,
Kozhikode and Wayanad districts
necessitating shifting of people
to shelters. As many as 427 peo-
ple, including two pregnant
women, seven children and one
differently-abled person, have
been shifted to eight rehabilita-
tion camps opened in Wayanad
district, official sources said. 

Heavy rains were reported in
the northernmost district of
Kasaragod where Tejaswini and
Madhuvahini rivers have been
overflowing since early this
week causing flooding in many
parts of the district. The
Malappuram district authorities
have issued a warning that
water levels in Punnapuzha,
Karakodan and Kalakkan rivers
are likely to increase as heavy
downpour has been reported in
Gudalur and Nadukani region in
the western ghats.
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