
Acid attack 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: A woman
was seriously injured
after some unidentified
miscreants allegedly
hurled acid on her in
Odisha's Cuttack district
on Wednesday, police
said. The incident took
place at Nuapatana vil-
lage under Tigiria police
station area in Cuttack
district at around 4 am
when the 36-year-old
woman was on her morn-
ing walk, the police said.

Collapse
DDhhaannbbaadd:: Four workers
were killed after an under-
construction railway
underpass collapsed in
Jharkhand's Dhanbad dis-
trict, officials said on
Wednesday. Six workers
engaged by a private con-
tractor were working at
the site near Chhatakuli
village under Baliapur
police station area, around
15 km from Dhanbad dis-
trict headquarters.

Extend
HHiissaarr:: The Gorakhdham
Superfast Express train
that runs between
Gorakhpur and Hisar will
be extended up to
Bathinda station from
July 14, Indian Railways
announced on
Wednesday. A spokesman
of North-Western Railway
here said that train num-
ber 12555 Gorakhpur-
Bathinda Gorakhdham
Superfast Express will
leave Gorakhpur at 4.35
pm every day from
Thursday and reach
Bathinda via Hisar-Sirsa
the next day at 12.40 pm.

Watery grave
AAnnuuppppuurr:: Three children of a
family drowned in a water-
filled pit in Madhya
Pradesh's Anuppur district
on Wednesday, police said.
The incident occurred at
Kurihatola village. Kotma
police station in-charge Ajay
Baiga said that two sisters,
aged four and eight years,
and a six-year-old boy who
was their cousin had gone
to the family's fields with
their grandfather.

Shut
PPaallgghhaarr:: In light of the
heavy rains in
Maharashtra's Palghar dis-
trict, the district adminis-
tration declared a holiday
for all educational institu-
tions on Thursday, an offi-
cial said. As the India
Meteorological
Department forecast
heavy rainfall in the dis-
trict on Wednesday and
Thursday, district collector
Dr Manik Gursal issued an
order in this regard.
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Rescue personnel at work after
a landslide triggered by heavy

monsoon rains, in Vasai,
Maharashtra, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

People in the 18-59 age
group will get free precau-
tion doses of the Covid
vaccine at government
vaccination centres under
a 75-day special drive like-
ly to begin from July 15, of-
ficial sources said on
Wednesday.

The drive, aimed at
boosting the uptake of
Covid precaution doses,
will be held as part of the
government's Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary
of India's Independence,
they said.

So far, less than 1 per
cent of the target popula-

tion of 77 crore in the 18-59
age group have been ad-
ministered the precaution
dose. However, around 26
per cent of the estimated
16 crore eligible popula-
tion aged 60 and above as
well as healthcare and
frontline workers have re-
ceived the booster dose, an
official source said.

"A majority of the
Indian population got
their second dose over
nine months ago. Studies
at ICMR (Indian Council of

Medical Research) and
other international re-
search institutions have
suggested that antibody
levels wane around six
months after the primary
vaccination with both
doses... giving a booster in-
creases the immune re-
sponse," the official said.

"The government is
therefore planning to start
a special drive for 75 days
during which individuals
aged between 18 and 59
years will be administered
precaution doses for free
at government vaccina-
tion centres starting from
July 15," he said.

The Union Health
Ministry last week re-
duced the gap between the
second and precaution
dose of COVID-19 vaccine
for all beneficiaries from
nine to six months. This

followed a recommenda-
tion from the National
Technical Advisory Group
on Immunization
(NTAGI). To accelerate the
pace of vaccination and
encourage booster shots,
the government initiated
the second round of the
'Har Ghar Dastak cam-
paign 2.0' across states and
UTs on June 1. The two-
month programme is cur-
rently underway.

According to govern-
ment data, 96 per cent of
India's population has
been administered the
first dose of Covid vaccine
while 87 per cent of the
people have taken both
doses.

On April 10 this year,
India began administering
precaution doses of
COVID-19 vaccines to all
aged above 18 years.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday allowed Chinese
smartphone maker Vivo to
operate its various bank ac-
counts frozen by the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with a money-
laundering probe subject to
furnishing of a bank guar-
antee of Rs 950 crore within
a week with the agency.

Justice Yashwant Varma
also directed the company to
give details to ED about its
remittances and issued no-
tice to the investigating
agency on Vivo's plea seek-
ing quashing of the order
freezing its various bank ac-
counts.

ED contended that
presently the proceeds of
crime have been quantified

to Rs 1200 crore. The high
court also asked the compa-
ny to maintain a balance of
Rs 251 crore in the bank ac-
counts, which was there at
the time of freezing of the
accounts, and the amount
shall not be used till further
orders.

The court granted one
week to the ED to file its re-
sponse to the petition and
listed the matter for further
hearing on July 28.

Besides seeking quashing
of the freezing order, Vivo
has sought permission to
deal with its frozen bank ac-
counts for making payments
towards certain liabilities.

The probe agency on July
5 raided several places
across the country in the
money laundering investiga-
tion against Vivo and related

firms. The searches were
carried out under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
several states, including
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and
Maharashtra.

On July 8, the high court
directed ED to attend to a
representation made by Vivo
seeking permission to deal
with its frozen bank ac-
counts for making payments
towards certain liabilities.

On Wednesday, ED's coun-
sel informed the court that
the representation was gen-
eral in nature and thereafter,
they asked the company to
give some more documents
which were made available
to the agency on Tuesday in
a pen drive containing 5GB
of data.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Chinese phone maker
Oppo's India unit has been
slapped with a notice for
alleged Rs 4,389 crore im-
port duty evasion, the
Finance Ministry said on
Wednesday.

A show-cause notice
(SCN) has been slapped on
Oppo India on July 8 after
the recovery of documents
during searches on its
premises that indicated
wilful misdeclaration in
the description of some
imports and remittance of
royalty and license fees to
various MNCs, including
those based in China.

During an investigation
of Oppo Mobiles India Pvt
Ltd, a subsidiary of
Guangdong Oppo Mobile

Telecommunicat ions
Corporation Ltd, the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has de-
tected Customs duty eva-
sion of around Rs 4,389
crore, the ministry said in
a statement.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Oppo India said it
has a "different view" on
the charges mentioned in

the SCN and will take ap-
propriate steps, including
legal remedies.

"We have a different
view on the charges men-
tioned in the SCN. We be-
lieve it's an industry-wide
issue many corporates are
working on. Oppo India is
reviewing the SCN re-
ceived from DRI, and we
are going to reply to the

notice, presenting our
side, and will be working
further with the related
government departments.

"Oppo India is a respon-
sible corporate and be-
lieves in the prudent cor-
porate governance frame-
work. Oppo India will take
appropriate steps as may
be needed in this regard
including any remedies
provided under the law,
Oppo said in an email re-
sponse.

Oppo India is engaged
in the business of manu-
facturing, assembling,
wholesale trading, distri-
bution of mobile handsets
and accessories thereof
across India. It deals in
various brands of mobile
phones, including Oppo,
OnePlus and Realme.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs has approved
the construction of the 116.65-
km Taranga Hill-Ambaji-Abu
Road rail line at an estimated
cost of Rs 2,798.16 crore,
Union Minister Anurag Thakur
said Wednesday.
To be built by the Ministry of
Railways, the project will link
two states and three religious
places and will be completed
by 2026-27.
The proposed rail line will tra-
verse through the Sirohi dis-
trict of Rajasthan and
Sabarkantha, Banaskantha and
Mahesana districts of Gujarat.
Ambaji is one of the 51 Shakti
Peeths' which attract millions

of devotees from Gujarat as
well as other parts of the
country and abroad every
year.
Mount Abu is the headquar-
ters of the Brahma Kumari
community and is frequented
by its followers from around
the world.
The construction of this rail-
way line will facilitate easy
travel for millions of devotees.
Those visiting the temple of
Ajitnath Jain (one of the 24
Tirthankaras) at Taranga Hill
will generate direct employ-
ment for about 40 lakh man-
days. "The estimated cost of
this project is Rs 2,798.16
crore and will be completed by
2026-27. The new railway line
will connect two states, and
three religious places and will
reduce the load on the main
railway line," Thakur said at a
press briefing.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The University Grants
Commission has asked
universities to fix their
deadline for admission to
undergraduate courses
after CBSE declares its
class 12 exam results, UGC
Chairman Jagadesh
Kumar said on Wednesday.

Noting that some uni-
versities have started their
admission process even
though the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) was yet to declare
the class 12 results, Kumar
said this will lead to the
board's students being de-
prived of a seat in these in-
stitutes.

"The UGC has requested
all higher educational in-
stitutes to fix the last date

of their undergraduate ad-
mission process after dec-
laration of Class 12 result
by CBSE so that students
get sufficient time for ad-
mission to undergraduate
courses," he said.

The move comes after
the CBSE last week
reached out to the commis-
sion requesting it to ask
universities to fix their ad-
mission schedule in accor-
dance with their results.

"It has come to notice
that some universities
have started registration
in undergraduate courses
for the session 2022-23.

"In this scenario, the
students of CBSE will be
deprived of admission if
the last date is fixed by the
universities prior to CBSE
results declaration," the

UGC said in a letter to vice
chancellors.

It is, therefore, request-
ed that all higher educa-
tion institutions fix the
last date of admission to
undergraduate courses
after the declaration of
CBSE results to provide
sufficient time to such can-
didates, it added.

The CBSE is likely to de-
clare the board exam re-
sults by month-end. The
exam was delayed this
year due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The UGC chief had in
March announced that
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)
scores, and not Class 12
marks, would be mandato-
ry for admission to 45 cen-
tral universities.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to pass
an interim direction stay-
ing demolition of proper-
ties of accused involved in
violent protests across var-
ious states.

The top court wondered
how it could pass an om-
nibus order on demoli-
tions if there is an illegal
construction and the cor-
poration or the council is
authorised to take action.

"What omnibus direc-
tions can we
issue..Nobody can dispute
that the rule of law has to
be followed. But can we
pass an omnibus order? If
we pass such an omnibus
order, will we not prevent
the authorities from tak-
ing action in accordance
with law," a bench of
Justices B R Gavai and P S

Narasimha said. The top
court was hearing pleas
filed by Muslim body
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind seek-
ing directions to the Uttar
Pradesh government and
other states to ensure that
no further demolition of
properties of alleged ac-
cused in recent cases of vi-
olence is carried out.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Dushyant Dave, ap-

pearing for Jamiat Ulama-
i-Hind, said this matter is
"extraordinarily" serious
and submitted that he
came across a report in a
newspaper where some-
one was accused of mur-
der in Assam and his
house was demolished.

"We don't want this cul-
ture. Lordships will have
to decide for once and all.
They have to act in accor-
dance with law. They can-
not take advantage of mu-
nicipal laws and demolish
houses of someone who is
merely accused of crimes.

"This country cannot
permit this. We are a socie-
ty governed by the rule of
law which is the basic
structure of the
Constitution. It should be
finally heard and disposed
of," Dave said while seek-
ing an interim stay direc-
tion on the demolitions.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Seeking smooth func-
tioning of Parliament's
Monsoon session begin-
ning July 18, the govern-
ment has called an all-
party meeting on Sunday
morning, while the presid-
ing officers of the two
Houses will also meet the
floor leaders of various
parties.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla has convened the
meeting of floor leaders on
Saturday, while Rajya
Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu will meet
the floor leaders of various
parties on Sunday evening.
According to sources, the

customary meeting of all
parties has been called by
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi on
Sunday morning to discuss
the agenda and seek their
support for the smooth
functioning of the
Parliament session.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will be present.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may attend
the meeting as he has done
so in the past.

They said that Birla has
invited floor leaders of var-
ious parties for a meeting
on Saturday evening at 4
pm. Naidu has convened
the meeting on July 17 at 6
pm. The Monsoon session
of Parliament begins on
July 18 and will continue
till August 12.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Former Vice President Hamid
Ansari on Wednesday refuted
the allegation that he had
invited to India a Pakistani
journalist who has claimed to
have spied for ISI, and said a
"litany of falsehood" has been
unleashed against him in sec-
tions of media and by a BJP
spokesperson.
In a statement, he also reject-
ed the allegation, made by the
BJP citing comments of a for-
mer RAW functionary, that he
had compromised national
interest as India's ambassador
to Iran. BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia had at a press
conference earlier in the day
asked Ansari and the Congress
to come clean on the claims of
Pakistani journalist Nusrat
Mirza that he had visited India
five times during the UPA rule
and passed on sensitive infor-

mation collected here to his
Pakistan's spy agency ISI.
Bhatia cited Mirza's purported
comments that he had visited
India on Ansari's invitations
and also met him, but the for-
mer vice president rejected the
claims. In his rebuttal, Ansari
said, "It is a known fact that
invitations to foreign digni-
taries by the Vice-President of
India are on the advice of the
government generally through
the Ministry of External
Affairs. "I had inaugurated the
Conference on Terrorism, on
December 11, 2010, the
'International Conference of
Jurists on International
Terrorism and Human Rights'.
As is the normal practice, the
list of invitees would have
been drawn by the organisers.
I never invited him or met
him," added Ansari, who was
India's vice president between
2007-17.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

India and China are likely to
hold the 16th round of high-
level military talks on July 17 to
resolve the issues in remaining
friction points along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh, people familiar with
the development said on
Wednesday.
The last round of talks between
the Indian Army and the
Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) took place on
March 11.
In the fresh round of talks, the
Indian side is expected to press
for disengagement of troops as
soon as possible in all the
remaining friction points
besides seeking resolution of
issues in Depsang Bulge and
Demchok.

BONANZA FOR ADULT POPULATION

Free Covid booster dose for all adults
̈ From Jul 15
̈ For the next 

75 days 

Srinagar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

They can be easily spot-
ted in a bustling market-
place buying vegetables or
dropping their children to
school. The everyday ordi-
nariness of their lives has
rendered the Jammu and
Kashmir police personnel
"soft targets", as they fight
a seemingly endless battle
against militancy in the
valley.

Assistant Sub-Inspector
Mushtaq Ahmad Tuesday
became the 49th victim of
terrorist violence in the
past over six months in
Jammu and Kashmir,
where militant attacks on
soft targets have shown an
upward trend despite suc-
cessful counter-insur-
gency operations by the se-
curity forces.
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COURT to VIVO

‘Deposit Rs 950 cr to
operate accounts’

IMPORT DUTY EVASION

India slaps Rs 4,389 cr notice on Oppo  

"We have a different view on the charges mentioned in the SCN.
We believe it's an industry-wide issue many corporates are work-
ing on. Oppo India is reviewing the SCN received from DRI, and we
are going to reply to the notice, presenting our side, and will be
working further with the related government departments. Oppo
India is a responsible corporate and believes in the prudent corpo-
rate governance framework. Oppo India will take appropriate
steps as may be needed in this regard including any remedies pro-
vided under the law, Oppo said in an email response.

Will contest charges: Company

J-K policemen
‘soft’ targets for

terrorists

Cabinet okays rail link to 
3 religious places in Guj, Raj
̈ Project to 

cost Rs 2,798 cr

BLESSINGS FROM GURU

Students take blessings from their teachers on the occasion of Guru Purnima, at a
school in Moradabad, Wednesday.

Eastern Ladakh row

India, China
military talks

on Jul 17

SC refuses to pause demolitions across states

Hamid Ansari on ISI claims

‘Litany of falsehood’
UGC TO VARSITIES

‘Set UG admission deadline after
CBSE announces class 12 results’

Monsoon Par Session

Govt calls all-party
meet on Sunday

̈ Birla, Naidu to
meet floor leaders

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: The holy
festival of Guru Purnima
was celebrated with rever-
ence and devotion across
the city on Wednesday.
Special programmes were
held at various temples of
the city.

Under the aegis of All
World Gayatri Pariwar,
Shantikunj Haridwar, cele-
brations were held at
Gayatri Shaktipeeth
Sector-6, Shiv Gayatri
Mandir Risali, Gayatri
Sadhana Kendra Risali,
Pragyapeeth Ramnagar
Muktidham, Power House
Camp-2, Khursipar, Kohka,
Kurud, Housing Board,
HUDCO, Bhilai, Chhawani
and other places. 12 hours
Akhand Jap of Gayatri
Mahamantra was conduct-

ed at all these places which
concluded at 05:00 hrs on
Wednesday.

The devotees offered
prayers before the portraits
of Gurudev Pandit Shri
Ram Sharma Acharya and
Gurumata Bhagwati Devi

Sharma. The followers of-
fered Akshat, Roli, flowers,
clothes, incense, shriphal
and received blessings from
them. Five - Kundiya
Gayatri Mahayagya was or-
ganized in all the places.
The devotees offered

aahutis to the Yajna Devta
amidst chanting of Gayatri
M a h a m a n t r a ,
Mahamrityunjay mantra
and other ved mantras and
prayed for the happy life
and bright future of all.

Guru Purnima is also

called the festival of disci-
pline, only the one who be-
lieves in discipline be-
comes the best, without un-
derstanding this fact, one's
material and spiritual
progress is not possible. In
Indian culture, the relation

of Guru - disciple is not ex-
plained as of donor and
beggar, but of associate
and partnership.

The Guru keeps on giv-
ing a part of his penance,
spiritual practice and di-
vine wealth to the disciple,

thereby raising the person-
ality of the disciple.
Similarly, the disciple
keeps dedicating a part of
his faith, effort, influence
and wealth to his guru.
Guru Purnima is the festi-
val of fulfilment of the du-
ties of a Sadguru.

This world is full of un-
fulfilled desires and mean-
ingless dreams. In the
blind race, a person does
not even know where he
has to go, the truth is that
what a person wants to
achieve, his name is God,
the ultimate meaning after
which nothing else re-
mains.

A person keeps on mov-
ing away from God, in the
midst of these ironies of
the world, the support that
is made in attaining God is
called Sadguru. A Sadguru

is the one with whom the
transformation in life
starts as soon as it is met,
whose touch only changes
the direction and condition
of life, if you accept these
things, then you should
make a Guru.

Mukesh Tamrakar
Bhilai: Mukesh
Tamrakar, son of Late
Mahesh Tamrakar left
for heavenly abode on
Wednesday. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at Motipara,
Luchki Talab on July 14
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains will be per-
formed at Harnabandha
Muktidham.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has formed a
special team to take action
on banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic. He has also
appointed nodal officers for
this purpose. 15 officers /
employees have been in-
cluded in this team.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi has been
appointed Nodal Officer
while Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu will be the Assistant
Nodal Officer.

The nodal officer chaired
a meeting of the
officers/employees in this
regard and gave necessary
instructions to take strict
action on the banned plas-
tic. Along with this, a team
has also been formed to
catch stray animals under
Roka Chheka Sankalp

Abhiyan. 15 officers/em-
ployees have also been de-
ployed in this task. The
team will regularly take ac-
tion and catch stray ani-
mals. Official orders re-
garding the constitution of
teams have also been issued
by the Municipal
Commissioner. The team
formed to curb the banned
plastic will be accompanied
by the demolition squad in-
charge and the squad's staff
and security guards will as-
sist the team.
P a r a m e s h w a r a
Chandrakar, Kamlesh

Dwivedi, Jagdish Tiwari,
Anil Mishra, Anjani Singh,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Sudama Parghaniya,
Virendra Banjare,
Balkrishna Naidu, Mahesh
Kumar Pandey, Anil
Mishra, VK Samuel and
Hemant Manjhi were in-
cluded in the team that will
take action on banned plas-
tic. It needs to be mentioned
here that from July 1, the
import, export and sale of
single-use plastic has been
completely banned. After
the complete ban of 19
types of items made of sin-

gle use plastic in Bhilai city,
the BMC teams have been
conducting raids at several
places. The civic body is on
alert mode after the imposi-
tion of ban on many prod-
ucts of single use plastic
with effect from July 1.
Before taking plenary ac-
tion, the traders, business-
men, shopkeepers, sellers
and buyers are being in-
formed. Single use plastic is
such a type of plastic which
can be used only once and
cannot be reused. Further,
it cannot be easily de-
stroyed and causes damage

to the environment. Mayor
Neeraj Pal has also ap-
pealed to the residents to
boycott single-use plastic to
realize the vision of clean
and beautiful Bhilai.

There will be a complete
ban on these plastics in the
city. Production, stocking,
import, sale and trans-
portation of earbuds with
plastic sticks, Plastic sticks
for balloons, Plastic flags,
Candy sticks, Ice cream
sticks, Thermocol decora-
tions, Plastic plates, Cups,
Glasses, Cutlery, Spoons,
Knives, Straws, Trays,
Sweet boxes Wrapping or
packaging films around, in-
vitation cards and cigarette
packets, plastic or PVC ban-
ners of less than 100 mi-
crons thickness, plastic
carry bags, short-life PVC
and chlorinated plastics ie
advertising and publicity,
PVC banners, flex, hoard-
ings, foam boards is strictly
prohibited.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: Bhilai Steel
Plant that has been taking
up various initiatives for
improving safety and in-
creasing Digitalisation in
line with Government's
Digital initiatives has com-
pleted two important proj-
ects in areas of Vehicle
Tracking System for com-
mercial vehicles and Area
Pass System for sales vehi-
cles. The projects were in-
augurated on July 05, 2022
by Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BSP in
presence of Executive
Directors, Chief General
Managers, Commandant
CISF and other officials
from related departments
and CISF.

PK Jha, CGM (C&IT)
gave a brief overview of
the two projects highlight-
ing the benefits from these

projects with regard to safe-
ty and security of the plant.
A presentation on the proj-
ects was given by Samir
Gupta, GM (C&IT) and JPS
Chauhan, GM (C&IT).

Vehicle tracking system
is based on GPS technology
and uses Govt mandated
FasTag RFID. Commercial
vehicles entering and exit-
ing from gates on a daily
basis shall have battery op-
erated GPS devices which

shall be installed during
Entry and later removed
during Exit at Gates. These
devices are tamperproof
and shall monitor vehicle
route and speed inside the
Plant. Management has
mandated compulsory
FastTag from August 01,
without which no commer-
cial vehicle shall be allowed
inside the Plant. Fines have
been mandated for over-
speeding and device tam-

pering from
transporter/vendor/cus-
tomers. Apart from this, all
commercial vehicles which

are inside the plant shall
also have GPS devices in-
stalled for monitoring
speed and movement.

Electrical Zone
employees felicitated

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: Employees
belonging to Electrical
Zone of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
July 12 for their exempla-
ry work performance
under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pali
Shiromani Award winners
of Electrical zone included
Somnath Bhattachary,
Manager, Telecom and
Karm Shiromani Award
winners Harshvardhan
Vaze, Chargeman cum
Senior technician, ETL,
Kedar Ram Sahu, Master
OCT, PSD, Mangal Murti

Sabre, Chargeman-Cum
Senior Technician, CRME,
Dushyant Kumar
Chandrakar , Master OCT,
ERS were felicitated for
their exemplary work.

The norms of social dis-
tancing were followed in
conducting and distribu-
tion of the prizes during
the function in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic. The
function was presided
over by PK Sarkar, CGM
(Services). Departmental
HODs  Arjunan Shankar,
GM  I/c (Electrical)  and
Heads of the  various  sec-
tions  presented the award
winners with a certificate
of merit, memento and ap-
preciation letter for the
spouse of the employee.

FSNL staff's agitation enters 100th day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: The agita-
tion of FSNL staff against
the government's move of
disinvestment in Bhilai en-
tered the 100th day on
Wednesday. The concerned
authorities have not re-
sponded yet.

FSNL's employees and
labor organizations are
continuously protesting to
stop privatization of the

company. They are de-
manding for merger in
steel plants like SAIL.

On completion of 100
days of this movement, all
employees and labor or-
ganizations wore black
badges and formed a
human chain at
Equipment Square. The
human chain was formed
in the pattern of "Save
FSNL" and "100 Days" near
FSNL Bhawan in

Equipment Square.
Government of India un-

dertakings are the back-
bone of the nation. They
not only strengthen the
Indian economy but also
provide employment to the
unemployed youth. Today,
the prices of iron and steel
are balanced in the market
only because of govern-
ment steel plants.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the steel sector

companies have been kept
in the non-strategic catego-
ry by the central govern-
ment, due to which they
have come under the list of
PSUs which are to be disin-
vested.

In this sequence FSNL
and RINL are proposed to
be privatized by the
Central Government and
100% strategic disinvest-
ment of FSNL is in ad-
vanced stage. Last date for

submission of expression
of interest was announced
on 17th June 2022.
Publication of the list of
selected buyers is still
pending.

FSNL is a Miniratna-II
Category Public Sector
Enterprise under the
Ministry of Steel,
Government of India and
this undertaking was
formed in 1979 as a sub-
sidiary of MSTC after the

request of the Government
of India keeping in view
the importance of scrap.

This venture has been a
profitable venture since its
inception, but surprisingly
the government is making
efforts to privatise this
company. The govern-
ment's move has triggered
widespread resentment in
the Bhilai Steel fraternity.

The agitating workers
had organised a gate meet-
ing on July 05, 2022 and a
candle march was taken
out on July 07, 2022 to stop
the privatization of FSNL
and merge it with SAIL.
Officers' Association of
Bhilai Steel Plant and all
labour unions had partici-
pated in these agitations.

FSNL Executive
Association President SK
Jha, Secretary Deepak
Tomar and Shramik
Sangathan office bearers
Mohd Tanveer, Hari Pratap
Singh Tomar and others
were present.
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BSP implements Vehicle Tracking 
System for commercial vehicles

For permission to place sales vehicles for lifting of material from
Bhilai Steel Plant, now transporters need not go to respective shops.
Facility for on-line Area Pass permission is now being implemented,
wherein request shall be placed online by customer's representative
at www.sail-bhilaisteel.com. This page can also be accessed through
mobile phones. This shall be approved by designated officers in the
SAP system and a SMS will be sent to the requester. On showing the
SMS to CISF, CISF shall generate the Route-card which is the main
document for all sales vehicles entering inside the plant. The major
benefits from the system are better planning and control for road
despatches. Prior information on expected vehicles for a day shall be
available with the shippers. The turnaround time of vehicles at the
Gates shall also improve significantly. M/s BlackBox Technologies is
the implementation partner for Vehicle Tracking System. The Area
Pass System has been developed in-house by C&IT Deptt. Adequate
precautions for information and data security have been ensured in
all projects. Logistic team members of C&IT including JPS Chauhan,
GM, Deepmala, Ritesh Awadhiya, Ramit Chaudhary and DM Rao
were closely involved in the implementation under the leadership of
Samir Gupta, GM (C&IT).

On-line Area Pass permission system
for sales vehicles being implemented

BMC makes special teams to strictly impose ban on plastic

Guru Purnima celebrated with devotion

Three ruffians held 
with illegal firearms

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: Police
have arrested three ruf-
fians who were threat-
ening people with
firearms. One pistol and
03 nos live cartridges
were recovered from
their possession. In a
joint operation, Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
and Old Bhilai Police
Station arrested the 
accused  

While addressing
media persons here at
the Police Control Room,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
informed that SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava had is-
sued orders to take strict
action against the anti-
social elements as well
as the people possessing
weapons illegally.

He had further in-
structed to trace such
ruffians so that the pos-
sible criminal incidents
could be averted. In this
sequel, the ACCU and
Old Bhilai Police Station
were maintaining a
watch on the activities of

suspects and criminal
record holders under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv.

ACCU team led by
Inspector Santosh
Mishra and Old Bhilai
Police Station team led
by Inspector Manish
Sharma monitored the
suspects constantly and
activated the network of
informers. They also
monitored the habitual
criminals who were re-
leased from jail.

In the meanwhile, po-
lice received a tip off re-
garding three ruffians
who were illegally pos-
sessing firearms and
were threatening the
people with this weapon
near Balaji Factory in
Hathkhoj Engineering
Park.

Police team swung
into action and the ac-
cused Mohammad
Arshad, Gurwinder
Singh and Rihan Khan
were taken into custody.
Police recovered a pistol

and 03 nos 7.65 mm live
cartridges from the ac-
cused. When questioned,
they were unable to pro-
duce any valid docu-
ment of the weapon.

The accused
Mohammad Arshad (23)
son of Mohammad
Aslam a resident of
Housing Board Jamul,
Gurwinder Singh (20)
son of Dalveer Singh a
resident of Indira Nagar
Hathkhoj and Rihan
Khan (24) son of Riyaz
Khan a resident of
Kurud near Dhacha
Bhawan Jamul have
been arrested under the
provisions mentioned in
Arms Act.

ASI Rajesh Pandey,
Head Constable Rakesh
Singh and Constable
Vijay Kumar from Old
Bhilai Police Station as
well as Constables
Satyendra Madhariya,
Arvind Mishra, D
Prakash and Rakesh
Chaudhary from Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg played a vital role
in arresting the accused.
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Railway Minister to flag off
Ambikapur-NZM Spl Train today

Bilaspur, Jul 13: Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will flag off
04044/04043 Ambikapur-
Nizamuddin-Ambikapur
Weekly Special Train by
pressing remote button on
July 14. The train will be
flagged off on July 14 from
Ambikapur at 9:30 am. The
flagging off ceremony will
be witnessed at Ambikapur
by Union Minister Renuka
Singh, MLA Bhatgaon
Paras Nath Rajwade. The
train will run as special
train on the first day and
will stop at Bijuri( 11:50),
Annupur (12:35),

Shahdol(13:15), Katni
Murwara and final destina-
tion Nizamuddin at  04:35
hours. The regular train
will start from July 19(every
Tuesday) from Nizamuddin
and July 21(every
Thursday) from
Ambikapur. 04043 AMB-
NZM will leave Ambikapur
at 7:15 hours to reach
Nizamuddin at 04:35 hours.
04044 NZM-AMB will leave
Nizamuddin at  23:00 hours
to reach Ambikapur  at
19:30 hours.

Man bludgeons girlfriend
to death, commits suicide

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 13: A 28-
year-old man allegedly
bludgeoned his girlfriend
to death on suspicion of
infidelity before commit-
ting suicide in
Chhattisgarh’s Raipur, po-
lice said on Wednesday.
The incident took place
on the intervening night
of Tuesday and
Wednesday in
Bandhwapara locality

under Purani Basti police
station limits, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(West) Akash Rao
Giripunje said. Kamlesh
Kumar Sahu allegedly at-
tacked his girlfriend
Archana Sahu (28) with a

hammer and blade at her
rented house and then
hanged himself, he said.
The duo hailed from Durg
district, and the victim
worked as a call tracker in
emergency response serv-
ice Dial-112 in Raipur, the
official said, adding that
the accused suspected the
victim of infidelity. The
bodies have been sent for
post-mortem and further
probe is underway, he
said.

State officials receives ballot
box, other material from EC

Raipur, Jul 13: For the
election of the 16th

President of India to be
held on July 18, the offi-
cials of Chhattisgarh have
received the ballot box and
other material from the
Election Commission of
India located in New
Delhi. Assistant
Returning Officer Mr.
Dinesh Trivedi and
Deputy Chief Electoral
Officer Mr. Vinay Kumar

Agrawal will reach Raipur
by regular flight at 07:45
pm today. During the re-
ceipt of ballot boxes and
voting materials for the
Presidential election, com-
plete security arrange-
ments were ensured by the
Housing Commissioner
and the Election
Commission. Ballot boxes
and voting material from
Election Commission of
India have been safely
transported to New Delhi
Airport. On reaching
Raipur airport, the polling
material will be safely es-
corted by the state police
to the strong-room located
in the assembly building.
These will be kept safe in
the strong-room till the
date fixed for voting on
July 18, before the com-
mencement of polling.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 13: Chess
Grand Master Pravin
Thipse will present the
Chess Olympiad torch to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on July 16 at the
event organised at Pt
Deendayal Upadhaya
A u d i t o r i u m .
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association Office-bear-
ers appointed as Co-ordi-

nator in presence of
Chess Association office-
bearers gave final touches
to make the event success-
ful.

Providing the above in-
formation, the
Chhattisgarh State Chess
Association (CSCA)
General Secretary Vinod
Rathi said that the
Olympiad Torch relay is
being marked to com-
memorate the 75 years of
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence for the
mega Chess event. The
Chess Olympiad Torch
relay would be accorded
warm welcome at
Telibandha Marine Drive
by the school students
which would be followed
with the celebrations at
Nagar Ghadi Chowk and
at Jaistambh Chowk be-
fore it is received at DD
Upadhaya stadium. He

said that while Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
would be receiving the
Olympic Torch from
Grand Master Pravin
Thipse, it would be hand-
ed over to the leading
Chess player of
Chhattisgarh.

Rathi informed that an
exhibition match would
be played with the bud-
ding chess player from
Chhattisgarh by Grand
Master Thipse himself be-
fore, the Torch moves to
next destination.

Rathi termed the oppor-
tunity to host the 44th
Chess Olympiad in India
to be great occasion in the
history of Chess as partic-
ipants from 188 countries
would be in India.

CGOA General
Secretary Gurucharan
Hora, Dr Vishnu
Shrivastava and officials
from Department of
Sports & Youth Welfare
were present during the
meeting held to review
the preparations.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133::  All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur, has
established a 20-bed ward for
Psychiatry patients with state-of-
the-art facilities in 2C2 Block. The
new facility will be used to treat
the patients and their recreational
activities. The department is also
finalizing to provide an RTMS
machine that can be used for bet-
ter treatment facilities and to aug-
ment research activities.

The new ward has been inaugu-
rated by Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director and Dr.

Gregory Armstrong, Principal
Research Fellow, University of
Melbourne, Australia. Prof.
Nagarkar congratulated the psy-
chiatry department for the new
facilities and hoped it would pave
the way for Chhattisgarh specific
research projects. ‘The depart-
ment already has ECT and TDCS,
and RTMS will be provided soon.
We hope that the department will
provide all the solutions for
Psychiatry related illnesses aris-
ing out of new lifestyles, he said.

The department also organized

a special lecture by Dr. Armstrong
on ‘Preventing Suicide in India by
Improving Media Reporting of
Suicide.’ He suggested that sui-
cide cases must be reported care-
fully and appropriately. Glorified
conversation on celebrity suicide
may encourage other depressed
or psychologically weak patients
to take such a step. ‘Whenever
there is a celebrity suicide report
in media, the research found that
people search such topics at large
on the internet. He said that less
mature and depressed persons
can even take a suicidal step in
these circumstances. Dr.
Armstrong suggested generating
a positive attitude regarding men-
tal health problems.

Dr. Lokesh Singh, HoD,
Psychiatry Department, informed
that the department receives
around 20,000 patients annually.
Most of them are suffering some
intoxication. They need continu-
ous medication along with
Psychiatry counseling. The
department has published 63
research papers based on these
case studies. 

Raipur, Jul 13: Two ac-
cused including one inter-
state thief has been ar-
rested in theft incident in
an abandoned house last
on July 9. It is on checking
the CCTV footages near-
by, it was found that a four
–wheeler is parked in sus-
picious state near the
house on the day of the in-

cident. So collecting infor-
mation about the i-20 ve-
hicle the police found it to
be one that of Santosh
Rathore alias Sonu and
when initially interrogat-
ed he denied any hand in
the theft incident and
later when seriously
probed, accepted his
crime.

Sonu informed that he
along with his friend
KoalDas Manikpuri con-
ducted the theft in the
house of Giriraj Sharma,
R/o Anuvrath Vihar,
Teacher’s Colony,
Saraswati Nagar, Raipur.

Since the family left for
Tatanagar on July 9 the
accused found that his
two sisters used to come
to light ‘diyas’ in the night
and then leave locking the
door.

But when the family
came back on July 11, the
found the lock of main
door broken and all the
goods and clothes lying
scattered in the room
with lock of Almirah bro-
ken and gold, silver jew-
elleries missing. A case
under section 437 and  380
of IPC was filed and mat-
ter was taken into investi-

gation.
The police has seized

cash of Rs 1.50 lakh and
jewelleries weighing
around 20 ‘tolas’, 1.250 kg
silver ornaments and the
i-20 car used in the crime,
totaling out to be around
Rs 17 lakh. The accused
Santosh Rathore alias
Sonu is a thief and histo-
ry-sheeter from Rourkela
Odisha and was residing
in Saddu for last 3 months
and is having hand in 12
different crimes of loot-
ing and thefts in Odisha
and has been sentenced
jail as well.

For Presidential
election

Polling material to
be shifted to
Strong-room at VS
under tight security

Two nabbed in theft incident in Teacher’s Colony
Police recovers
cash of Rs 1.50
lakh; 20 ‘tolas’ gold
and 1.250 kg silver
jewellery

‘Grand Master Thipse to present
Chess Olympiad Torch on Saturday’

CM Bhupesh Baghel 
to receive the Torch

New 20-Bed Ward for
Psychiatry Patients in AIIMS-R

Dr. Gregory Armstrong, Principal Research Fellow,
University of Melbourne, Australia, and Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director inaugurating the new Psychiatry ward
at AIIMS.
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CAIT submits memorandum to MLA Vikas Upadhyay

Raipur, Jul 13:
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Senior
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge
Sanjay Choubey informed
that on Wedneday, team
CAIT met MLA Vikas
Upadhyay (Raipur West
Vidhan Sabha) and sub-
mitted a memorandum to
keep unbranded prepack-
aged food grains free from
5 percent GST. CAIT CG
Chapter, State President,
Jitendra Doshi and State
General Secretary,
Surinder Singh informed
that today team CAIT met
MLA Vikas Upadhyay and
handed over the memo-
randum.

Mr. Doshi and Mr. Singh
apprised the  MLA
through a memorandum
that the GST Council in its
recent meeting recom-
mended to bring all types
of food items packaged or
labeled and some other
items under the purview
of GST. But there is great
disappointment among
the food grains traders of
the country, because this
will increase the business
of big brands at the cost of
common goods. Special
food items, cereals which
were not branded till now,
were exempted from GST.
With this decision of the
council, pre-packaged and
pre-label retail packs in-
cluding pre-packaged, pre-
labeled curd, lassi and but-
ter milk will now attract
GST tax and will affect the
business of food grains

traders in more than 6500
grain markets across the
country. CAIT CG
Chapter’s State Working
President Parmanand Jain
and State Executive
General Secretary, Bharat
Jain said that there should
definitely be an increase in
GST tax collection, but in-
stead of bringing the goods
of common people in the
tax slab, the tax net should
be enlarged, for which
those who have not come
under the tax net yet, they
should be brought under
the tax net, which will in-
crease the revenue of the
central and state govern-
ments. We are always
ready to cooperate with the
Government in this re-
gard. There was never any
tax on food grains since in-
dependence, but for the
first time unbranded food

grains were brought under
the tax net. The intention
of the government has al-
ways been to keep the daily
necessities of the common
people out of tax and keep
their prices low. That is
why in the year 2017, the
then Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley kept these es-
sential items out of tax
and keeping this in mind,
we request you to make
GST tax free on pre-packed
and pre-labeled items like
before. MLA  Vikas
Upadhyay  gave positive
assurance to team CAIT.
On the occasion
Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Bharat
Jain, Naresh Patni,
Preetpal Singh Bagga,
Vijay Jain, Mahendra
Bagrodia and Bhagwan
Das Agarwal were 
present.

‘Baiga’ killed by associates
over ownership of so-called

magical stone
Janjgir, Jul 13: A 70-year-
old man was killed in
Janjgir-Champa district al-
legedly by ten persons who
were seeking a “magical
stone” that they believed
would make them rich, a
police official said on
Tuesday.

The deceased, identified
as ‘baiga’ (self proclaimed
healer) Babulal Yadav, was
himself part of the super-
stitious quest, said Umesh
Sahu, Station House
Officer (SHO) of Janjgir po-
lice station.

“Main accused Tekchand
Jaiswal (49) and nine oth-
ers were arrested on
Monday. Jaiswal, a resident
of Lohrakot village, had
late last year learnt of
‘parasmani patthar’ (a so-
called magical stone which
can turn any iron object in
gold) being present in the
house of villager Avtar
Singh,” he said. “Jaiswal

came in contact with Yadav
and the duo barged into the
house of Avtar and found a
sparkling stone there. They
believed this was the so-
called magical stone. The
stone went missing the
next morning and Jaiswal
assembled nine associates
after finding that Yadav
had kept the stone for his
rituals,” he added.

On July 8, the accused

took Yadav to a nearby jun-
gle, while one team ran-
sacked his house and looted
Rs 23,000 cash and jew-
ellery, the official said.

“They killed and buried
Yadav in the jungle. A
probe zeroed in on Jaiswal,
who led police to the other
accused. Yadav’s body has
been exhumed and further
probe is underway,” the
SHO said.

SGBS distributes scholarship
to 18 students

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 13: Shri
Gujrati Brahma Samaj
(SGBS) for the last 40
years is engaged in dis-
tributing scholarships to
economic poor students
of the society. In this se-
ries 18 students selected
by the committee were
given scholarships this
year. At a programme
organized in Daya
Bhavan on Monday
scholarships were dis-
tributed in presence of
Mahendra Ispat
Chairman Manoj
Agrawal, Anopchand
Tilokchand Director
Shantillal Bardia, ,
Wood State Chairman
Ramesh Rao, Gurukul

School Founder Naveen
Parmar and Rajat Group
Director Kamal Golcha.
On this occasion Manoj
Agrawal announced a
donation of Rs 2.50 lakh
to SGBS. President  Kirti
Vyas welcomed all the
guests and expressed
gratitude towards guests
for their contribution.
In his speech Vyas asked
the children awarded
scholarships to perform
still better and walk on
the path of culture
shown by their ances-
tors. The programme
was conducted by vice
president Hitesh Vyas
and secretary Ashok
Trivedi proposed vote of
thanks, informs Kirti
Vyas President SGBS.

Guru Purnima 
celebrations in SDV

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133:: Sant
Dnyaneshwar Vidyalaya
(SDV) project of Maharashtra
Mandal, had celebrated
“Guru Purnima” with dignity
& grace. Children touched
feet of their teachers and
took blessings from them.
They sang some shlokas and

threw light to the importance
of the teachers in their life. In
this occasion school Incharge
Niranjan Pandit, Principal
Manish Goverdhan, Vice
Principal Rahul Voditelwar
and all the teachers wished
the students for their bright
future.

‘Give priority to employment-oriented works’

Konta/Sukma, Jul 13:
Collector Haris S. On
Tuesday, took a time-
bound meeting in the
meeting room of the Joint
District Office. In the
meeting of the time-limit,
he talked about giving pri-
ority to such works in
which maximum number
of people get employment.
He said that more atten-

tion should be paid to
works like construction of
dubri, construction of
wells so that employment
can be created for the peo-
ple. The Collector direct-
ed the officers of the
Electricity Department to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply. District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Forest Division
Officer Jadhav Sagar
Ramchandra and district
officers were present in the
meeting.

Collector Haris S. re-

ceived detailed informa-
tion from the concerned of-
ficials under flood disaster
management. He said that
the roads should be re-
paired wherever necessary
so that unnecessary incon-
venience is not faced in the
rainy season. He obtained
information about storage
of food grains under PDS.
Under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, the Collector di-
rected to ensure that at
least 30 quintals of cow
dung is procured in a fort-
night. Along with this,
strict action was taken in
case of any negligence in
relation to Vermi Compost.
Instructions were given by
the collector for cent per-
cent anemia test of teenage
girls and women.

Collector Haris S. ob-
taining information about

the available products and
sales in C-Mart, gave nec-
essary directions for better
operation of the Mart.
Along with this, other
crops in lieu of paddy by
the collector, e-KYC under
the Prime Minister’s Kisan
Samman Nidhi, roadside
tree plantation, Chief
Minister’s Plantation
Promotion Scheme,
Krishna Kunj, Public
Service Center, Rajiv
Gandhi Rural Landless
Agriculture Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana, Kovid
Vaccination, Jal Jeevan A
detailed review was done
regarding the mission etc.
Collector Haris S. He gave
necessary instructions re-
garding making caste cer-
tificate as well as domicile
certificate for school chil-
dren.

Tender for food stall, shops to be re-floated 

Raipur, Jul 13: The passen-
gers coming and going from
Swami Vivekanand Airport
eager to do shopping and
have snacks from food stalls
will have to wait for some
more time, as no company
applied for tender floated by
the Airport Authority of
India (AAI) for taking up
work of Food Stalls and
other shops in security-hold
area. So on expiry of the
tender period, the tenders is
once again expected to be
floated for the shops and
food stalls to be opened in
the capital’s Airport.

It is notable here that the
shops and snacks-food stall

in the security-hold area of
Raipur Airport were closed
down during the corona
pandemic. But on reduction
in the number of corona
cases, plans were afoot to
start the same from the sec-
ond month of the new FY.
So that AAI once again
floated the tender for food
stalls, shops in the Airport.
This tender was divided
into two categories, one was
for snacks-food stall and
other for running the shops
and applications were invit-
ed for both.

Cafeteria started
The cafeteria in front of

the new integrated terminal

building of the Raipur
Airport in the parking area
has been started. Presently
only cold drinks, tea, coffee
and snacks are being served
and soon the facility of
south-Indian food will also
be started.

Members of Nishad Samaj
Bijapur attend oath ceremony 

Bijapur, Jul 13: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
administered the oath of
secrecy to the newly elect-
ed office bearers at the
oath ceremony of
Chhattisgarh Nishad
Samaj (CNS) at the Indoor
Stadium of Raipur last on
Sunday. Baghel congratu-
lated the newly elected of-

fice bearers and extended
best wishes.

The office bearers of
Nishad Samaj Bijapur
have joined the oath cere-
mony and submitted a de-
mand letter to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
District President of
Nishad Samaj Bijapur,
Sahdev Ram Nishad in-
formed the media that a
demand letter has been
submitted to the Chief
Minister by the State
President and

Parliamentary Secretary
of Nishad Samaj, Kunwar
Singh, regarding the con-
struction of plots and
buildings at the district
and block level.

During this, District
Vice President of Nishad
Samaj Shyam Karku,
General Secretary Nagesh
Nishad and member of
CNS Jagdish Mamdi,
Mahendra Nishad, N
Laxminarayan Nishad,
Gangadhar Nolli,
Jarasandh Sonwani,
Sanjeev Rao Karku,
DamodarMungal, Saibabu
Matur, Manchal Mithilesh,
Peddbhoi Sandeep,
Dhanjay Ella, Batal
Vectanswar, Matur
Nagesh, Karnam
Ravikumar, Manchal
Sadwali, Shailesh
Manchal besides office
bearers were present.

AK Mishra takes charge as
DGM, BoB Raipur, Ch’garh’s

new Network 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 13: Anmay
Kumar Mishra has taken
over the charge as Bank
of Baroda,
Chhattisgarh’s new
Network Deputy General
Manager on July 11, 2022
at the office of the
Network Deputy General

Manager, Chhattisgarh
located at Bank of
Baroda, Raipur.

He is transfered from
Bhubaneswar II area of
Bank of Baroda.

He has a vast working
experience of 31 years in
various offices in Bank of
Baroda, especially in the
Advances Department,
as well as in other
Banking Departments, as
Branch Head, Sub
Regional Head and
Regional Head.

During his tenure in
Bank of Baroda, he has
served in various posi-
tions in  in places like
M a h a r a s h t r a ,
Chhattisgarh, Orissa,
Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh.

More beneficiaries should get benefit
of govt schemes:  Sahu

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133::    The Chairman
of Chhattisgarh State
Backward Classes
Commission, Thaneshwar Sahu
took a meeting of district level
officers in the Collectorate
meeting room of Korea district
on Tuesday and inquired about
the progress of implementa-

tion of government schemes.
He said that keeping in mind
the interest of the backward
classes, maximum beneficiar-
ies should get the benefits of
the schemes of the govern-
ment. 

In the meeting, Mr. Sahu
said that our aim is to provide
benefits of government
schemes to more and more eli-
gible beneficiaries of the state.
He said that the OBC certifi-

cate and income certificate
should be made available to
the eligible people including
the students of other backward
classes within the stipulated
date. No eligible person should
be deprived of the schemes of
the government. He also
directed to give wide publicity
to the schemes of the state
government. 

Sahu reviewed the planta-
tion keeping in view the rainy

season. He said that plantation
should be result oriented and
their safety should also be
ensured. In the meeting,
Manendragarh MLA Dr. Vinay
Jaiswal said that all the depart-
ments including Health, Social
Welfare Department, Women
and Child Development
Department should do good
work at the ground level and
ensure that the eligible benefi-
ciaries get the benefits of gov-
ernment schemes. In the meet-
ing, the Vice-Chairman of the
State Backward Classes
Commission, RN Verma, Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat Korea, Mr. Kunal
Dudawat and district level offi-
cers were present.

Collector reviews Smart
City Mission works

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 13: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure reviewed the
progress of ongoing proj-
ects of Smart City Mission
at a meeting held at the
conference hall of Smart
City Limited here on
Monday. He directed to
complete all the ongoing
projects within the stipu-

lated time frame. Smart
City Ltd. Managing
Director Mayank
Chaturvedi gave detailed
information about the
projects which have been
completed and also ongo-
ing projects of Smart City
Mission. All the officers of
Smart City including

Chief Operating Officer
Ujjwal Porwal were pres-
ent at the meeting.

The Collector inaugu-
rated 24X7 Water Supply
project, renovation of
Municipal Corporation
Ground and JR Dani
school building. He also
took detailed information

about the maintenance
and beautification works
of the ponds. It was ap-
prised in the meeting that
the implementation of
24X7 water supply project
would be started soon.

It was also informed
during the review that the
work renovation of Dani
School and Municipal
Corporation Ground is in
the final stage. Collector
instructed to prepare a
proposal by earmarking
site for the facility of li-
brary in the middle of the
city to make educational
resources accessible to the
youth.

To keep unbranded
prepackaged food
grains free from 5
percent GST

Instructions to
ensure uninterrupt-
ed power supply

In Swami
Vivekanand Airport

No company
showed interest in
the tender issued
earlier

Chairman of the
State Backward
Classes
Commission took
information about
the implementation
of govt schemes in
Korea district.

Instructs to 
complete project
within stipulated
time frame

Of the newly 
elected office bearers
of CNS Ch’garh 

June was the
deadline

The term of the tender for
running food-stalls, tea,
snacks and other shops in
the Security-hold area of
AAI closed in June this year.
It is learnt that in the ten-
der as per person charges,
rate of Rs 27 per passenger
was fixed. The companies
running shops and eatables
found this rate to be exorbi-
tantly high. So the Swami
Vivekanand Airport would
now reduce the rate slight-
ly after taking permission
from the headquarters and
would re-issue the tender.

p 10 arrested

About the murder
Jaiswal, a resident of Lohrakot village, had late last

year learnt of ‘parasmani patthar’ (a so-called magical
stone which can turn any iron object in gold) being pres-
ent in the house of villager Avtar Singh. Jaiswal came in
contact with victim Babulal Yadav and the duo barged
into the house of Avtar and found a sparkling stone
there. They believed this was the so-called magical
stone. The stone went missing the next morning and
Jaiswal assembled nine associates after finding that
Yadav had kept the stone for his rituals. On July 8, the
accused took Yadav to a nearby jungle, while one team
ransacked his house and looted Rs 23,000 cash and jew-
ellery. They killed and buried Yadav in the jungle.

EPFO ‘Pension
Adalat’ programme

on July 15
Raipur, Jul 13:
Employees’s Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organises
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme on July 15 for re-
dressal of the grievances
received from pensioners
by the Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the pro-
gramme scheduled for
July 15, for EPF Pensioner
- 10.30 am to 01.00 pm at
Conference Hall, 1st floor,
Bhawisyanidhi Bhawan,
Pandri, Raipur. The con-
cerned pensioners are re-
quested to send their spe-
cific grievance on or be-
fore July 14, 2022 positively
through postal mode or by
visiting office, super scrib-
ing ‘Pension Adalat’ on the
envelope. It should also be
noted that the complete PF
Account number/PPO
number and other neces-
sary and relevant service
details/particulars along
with available documen-
tary evidences in support
of the grievance should
explicitly be
mentioned/enclosed. All
the concerned are request-
ed to avail this 
opportunity.



Assistant Comm inspects 
various ashrams of the district 
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Sukma, Jul 13: Directions
have been given to the dis-
trict officials by District
Collector Shri Haris S to
observe the attendance of
teachers and students by
conducting continuous in-
spections in educational in-
stitutions. In this connec-
tion, the Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Welfare Department
Ganesh Sori is constantly
inspecting the ashrams of
the district.

Along with observing the
attendance of the students,
he is encouraging the chil-
dren for studies and also
provided the necessary
measures to prevent water

borne diseases and health
and hygiene related infor-
mation.

Sori gave necessary in-
formation on education,
health and cleanliness to
the students studying in
Balak Ashram Jhapra,
Balak Ashram Mulaguda,
Kanya Ashram Kotra,
Eklavya Vidyalaya Konta.
He guided the students by
giving career-related infor-
mation to the students in

Eklavya Girls and Boys
Sukma, Girls Education
Complex Sukma, Girls
Hostel Jhapra, Girls Hostel
No.-1 and Girls Hostel No.-2.
He inspected Kanya
Ashram Birla, Kanya
Ashram Jagargunda
(Polampally), Balak
Ashram Silger, Ursangal
(Pollampalli) and gave nec-
essary instructions to the
students and teachers re-
garding studies.

Assistant Commissioner 
conducts special inspection
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Koriya, Jul 13: Under the
instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and under the guidance of
the Collector, Tribal
Development Assistant
Commissioner D.D. Tigga
did a special inspection of
the hostels and ashrams
operated under the dis-
trict.

Surprise inspection was
conducted of Pre-Matric
Boys Hostel Baikunthpur
and SC Pre-Matric Boys
Hostel Baikunthpur along
with Divisional Deputy
Engineer and Divisional
Coordinator. Similarly, in
the development block

Sonhat, the Scheduled
Tribe Pre-Metric Boys
Hostel Sundarpur,
Scheduled Tribe Balak
Ashram Sunderpur,
Scheduled Tribe Balak

Ashram Labji and
Scheduled Tribe Balak
Ashram Katgodi were in-
spected along with the
Divisional Deputy
Engineer and Divisional

Coordinator.
During the inspection,

instructions have been
given to the departmental
sub-engineer and division-
al coordinator and hostel
and ashram superinten-
dent to complete the nec-
essary construction and
repair work within 15
days under a special cam-
paign in all the hostels and
ashrams operated in the
district.

It should be noted that
in this regard, instruc-
tions have been given by
the department and collec-
tor and also by the Chief
Executive Officer to com-
plete the work within the
time-limit.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Mehendi Competition was
organized by All Muslim
Welfare Foundation
(AMWF) Women's Wing-
'Hum Shira Group' at
Mangal Bhavan on
Saturday. A total of 70 local
participants took part in
this competition. Qasim
Jafri Shamshad Begum,
Parveen Bano, Kamarul
Nisha played their role as a
jury in the programme.
Jagdalpur Mayor Safira
Sahu was accompanied by
Rekha Singh, Shahnaz
Begum and Zahida Begum
as the same special guests.

Bastar Division
President Aamna Begum,
City President Tarannum
Khan, Anjum Hussain,
Abid Begum, Mazharoon
Nisha, Zebunnisa, Salma
Bano, Shahida Begum,
Shabana Khan and others
from the 'Hum Sira Group'
of Muslim Welfare
Foundation's Women's
Wing were also present on

the occasion. This Mehndi
competition was organized
by dividing it into two cate-
gories. In this competition
was held for children below
18 years of age and in the
second competition, partic-
ipants above 18 years of age
displayed their skills.

Patron of All Muslim
Welfare Foundation,
Waseem Ahmed said that
through such competitions,
we want to make children
understand the importance
of competition so that they
are ready for every compe-
tition in their future.
Children should get a
chance to understand the

reasons for defeat with the
joy of winning, so that he
can prepare better for
every competition in his or
her life. The winner should
understand the importance
of victory and work harder
to maintain it, he added.

Muskaan Khan won the
first place in the Mehndi
competition among the
children below the age of
18 years. The second place
was won by Humaira Bano
and the third place was se-
cured by Husn Ara.
Similarly, in the Mehndi
competition for those
above 18 years, Alfia Bano
won the title of first place.

Similarly, second place
was won by Kahkasha
Shabnam and third place
was won by Bhartiya Rai.
Apart from this, 70 partici-
pants also performed well
in the competition, which
was appreciated by all the
guests and the audience.
Aamna Begum, President
of Bastar Division of
Women's Wing of Muslim
Welfare Foundation and
City President Tarannum
Khan encouraged all the
contestants involved in the
competition and thanked
all the guests present in
the programme for its 
success.

Gypsy safari facility four
tourists visiting KVNP 
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13: Bastar
waterfalls attract tourists
a lot during monsoon sea-
son. Among the countless
waterfalls of Bastar,
Chitrakote falls,
Tirathgarh, Tamra
Ghumar, Mendri Ghumar,
Mandwa falls are quite
popular with the tourists.

In this series, under the
efforts of Kanger Valley
National Park (KVNP),
now tourists will get the
facility of Gypsy safari
from Jagdalpur.

Director of Kanger
Ghati National Park

Dhammshil Ganveer said
that Gypsy safaris can
now be booked from
Jagdalpur to take tourists
from Jagdalpur to
Tirathgarh and
Chitrakote falls. First, this
facility will be provided
from the Travel Bastar of-
fice located at Sirhasar
Chowk and the new bus
stand. Tourists can now
take advantage of Gypsy
safari to see the rural cul-
ture along with visiting
the waterfalls of Bastar. It

will provide a different ad-
venture experience to the
tourists during the mon-
soon period.

Efforts to connect
Bastar's culture with bio-
diversity

The Kanger Ghati
National Park of Bastar
district is an area full of
biodiversity where people
of different tribes have
also lived for years. In an
effort to make bio-diversi-
ty and co-existence of
human beings an integral

part of public life, the
Director of Kanger Ghati
National Park,
Dhammsheel Ganveer,
held discussions with the
officers and employees of
Badal Academy. Efforts
are being made to intro-
duce the culture of Bastar
with biodiversity through
nukkad-natak in the vil-
lages around the park. For
this, the artists of the vil-
lages will be trained by
preparing scripts with
help of Badal's team.

Goria Bahar Nullah, Indravati’s
old bridge submerged 
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Necessary security
arrangements have been
made by the district ad-
ministration in the flood
affected areas due to exces-
sive rainfall. On the in-
structions of Collector
Chandan Kumar, due to
overflowing  of water from
the old bridge on Indravati
river and the Goria Bahar
nullah, the movement of
traffic was restricted in
view of security.

Along with this, Home
Guard personnel have also
been deployed on the spot.
SDM Jagdalpur
Omprakash Verma said
that continuous monitor-

ing is being done in the
flood affected areas.
Preparations are under-
way to maintain other

arrangements including
necessary security.

On the spot inspection
was done by SDM Verma,

Commandant Home
Guard SK Marble,
Tehsildar Pushpraj Patra,
Sirmour and other offi-
cers and employees.
Collector Chandan Kumar
gave instructions to make
necessary preparations
for flood disaster manage-
ment in the area facing
waterlogging due to heavy
rains.

Along with marking the
places for relief camps in
the affected areas, he di-
rected to keep food items,
drinking water system,
availability of medicines
and necessary prepara-
tions for relief camps.
Collector Mr. Kumar gave
the above instructions by
taking a meeting of the
time-limit meeting in the
'Prerna' meeting room of
the district office.

p Due to heavy rains p From Jagdalpur to
visit Tirathgarh
and Chitrakot falls
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Need to promote fish products, food: Dakshinkar

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Jul 14: The
National Fish Farmers
Day was observed was ob-
served in Fisheries
Polytechnic, Rajpur in
Dhamdha here on July 10.
In this a team of 30 female
fish farmers from Women
Self-Help Group (WSGHs)
of Gram Birjahapur and
Baharpur were imparted
one-day training on how to
make value-based fish cut-
lets.

The chief guest of the
programme was Dr NP
Dakshinkar, Vice

Chancellor - Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University,
Durg. Dakshinkar in his
address said that India tops
in Fish production and so
far we have promoted fish
production only.

But now the time has
come to make it value
based and prepare fish
pickles, fish 'papad', fish
burger, fish pizza, fish cut-
lets and others and sell it
in the market, so that the
financial condition of fish
farmers can be strength-

ened. The special guest of
the programme Dr Sanjay
Shakya, Director
Extended Education serv-
ices, Kamdhenu
University, Durg, in-
formed that fish is the best
source of protein and the
food products made out of
fishes should be promoted
in the state.

The other special guest
Dr Disha Thakur, in-
Charge and
Gyanecologist, CHC
Dhamdha also suggested
the fish farmers to pro-

mote use of fish-based
food products and eata-
bles, as there are lots of
protein and other ele-
ments in fish. Eating fish
helps in avoiding diseases
related to heart and weak-
ening of eyes.

In this programme, Dean
Fisheries College,
Kawardha, Dr GK Dutta in-
formed that ten years back,
the state used to import
fish seeds from other states
and now the good thing is
that the state is generating
sufficient fish seeds and ex-

porting it to other states
and termed it as big
achievement for the state
government. Dr Niranjan
Sarang, Principal
Fisheries College,
Dhamdha underlining the
importance of the pro-
gramme cited the impor-
tance of celebrating Fish
Farmers Day on July 10.

The programme was
conducted by Prerna
Devrao Kasti, Asst.
Professor. On this occasion
Dr Rohitash Yadav,
Tameshwar, Uma Ratre,
Devati Jaiswal and Omkar
Sahu Asst. Prof. were pres-
ent. Vaibhav Chourasiya
proposed vote of thanks to
all the dignitaries. Kailash
Das Manikpuri, Ashutosh
Dubey, Indra Kumar Sahu,
Rishi, Motilal Markandey
and other employees of
the Fisheries College and
students were present in
large number.

p WSHGs imparted
training on making
fish cutlets

p On occasion of
National Fish
Farmers Day

Collector honours child scientists 
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Pandaria, Jul 13:
Winners and guides of the
29th National Children's
Science Congress 2021
were felicitated by District
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe.

The Collector gave cer-
tificates to Jyoti Dhruva, a
science teacher guiding
the selected child scien-
tists at the district and

state level, including
Pankaj Kumar Sahu and
Lalita Sahu, who excelled
in the state level children's
science competition.

These students, study-
ing in Government High
School Somnapur Naya,
told people about the topic
of waste management and
their use.

Pankaj Sahu has also se-
cured the second position
in the state and first in the

district with 98.5 marks in
the top ten merit list in the
10th board examination.

On this occasion
Assistant Director M.K
Gupta, Block Sports
Officer Ashwani
Chandrakar, In-charge
Principal Santosh Kumar
Sahu, Lecturer Yogesh
Kumar Gurudiwan ,
teacher Mahesh Jaiswal,
student Jayanti Sahu,
Yatri Patel were present.

Women’s wing of AMWF organizes ‘Henna’ competition
Mayor Safira Sahu was present as the Chief Guest

Tuberculosis turning slow epidemic
due to sand mines and rice mills
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Dhamtari, Jul 13:
After 26 people died of
tuberculosis (TB) in
the last five years, the
district is turning an
epicenter of TB pa-
tients. In Tendukona,
Dari, Amethi,
Joratarai, Rajpur,
Nari, Megha in
Dhamtari district, TB
patients are found in
abundance and accord-
ing to the Health
Department, 1243 in
the year-2018, 1495 in
the year-2019, 932 in
the year-2020, 970 in
the year 2021 and 706
till June 28, 2022 have
got infected of the dis-
ease.

In this way, 5346 peo-
ple have suffered from
this disease in the last
five years, while 26 pa-
tients have died. In the
year 2022, from

January to June, and
in the last 6 months,
more than seven hun-
dred patients have ap-
peared.

It is noteworthy that
due to lack of employ-
ment opportunities,
most of the people of
this area work in sand
mines and there are
also reports of many
people in debt due to
TB disease.

Suklal Sahu of vil-
lage Darri is battling
TB disease for the last
two years and he has
spent more than 50
thousand on this dis-
ease, yet he has not got
relief.

Shatrughan Nishad
and wife, resident of
village Borsi, work in
the sand mine; similar-
ly Suresh Sahu of
Village Nari, Manohar
Devangan says that
due to the dust flying

from the mines, he has
a lot of trouble in
breathing. Treatment
is also going on with
the doctor, but there is
no significant im-
provement in health.

According to infor-
mation, there are 62
sand mines in the dis-
trict and a large num-
ber of laborers work in
them and dust blowing
during sand filling is
becoming a threat to
them.

Similarly, TB disease
is also being spread by
particles flying from

the chimneys of rice
mills as there are
about 225 rice mills in
the district and most of
the rice mills are locat-
ed in Dhamtari city.

In the industrial
ward, more or less
every household is suf-
fering from TB, simi-
larly, dust and pebbles
flying from the solvent
plant in Arjuni are
also proving to be very
deadly. The situation
here is that along with
TB, most people are
also falling prey to eye
diseases too.

What officer says
"TB is an infectious disease and it is treated free

of cost in the district hospital. Health workers of
Primary Health Center are going from village to
village and taking slide samples of symptomatic
patients. Public awareness campaign is being con-
ducted to control this disease."

-  Dr. DK Turre, CMHO, Dhamtari.

SEIZED PLASTIC BAGS

Jammu Municipal Corporation (JMC) officials with plastic bags seized from a market

at Paloura area in Jammu, Wednesday, July 13.

HIGH TIDE

Flooding in front of food stalls during the monsoon season, at Dadar beach in
Mumbai, Wednesday, July 13.

Cong urges Scheduled Tribe’s body to direct Centre
to withdraw new forest conservation rules

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The Congress has urged
the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes to take note
of the alleged “violation” of
the Forest Rights Act 2006
and ask the Centre to with-
draw the new forest conserva-
tion rules in public interest.

The party alleged that the
new forest conservation rules
will lead to disempowerment,
dispossession, and displace-
ment of STs and other tradi-
tional forest dwellers
(OTFDs), and fuel conflict in
tribal areas. In a letter to the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
chairperson, Harsh

Chouhan, AICC national co-
ordinator SC, ST, OBC and
minority departments K Raju
said the Ministry of
Environment Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
has notified the new Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022 on
June 29, and alleged that
these rules have been notified
without holding any public
consultation with stakehold-
ers.

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh, who has crit-
icised the Centre’s move of
bringing in the new rules,
shared Raju’s letter to the
NCST on Twitter and
slammed the rules as “anti-
Adivasi”. The FC Rules 2022

replace the earlier 2003
Forest Conservation Rules
and its amendments in 2004,
2014 and 2017, Raju noted in
his letter. The FC Rules 2022
completely “undermine and
violate” the Forest Rights Act
2006 by diluting the legal re-
quirement of ensuring FRA
compliance and of seeking
the consent of Gram Sabha
before diverting forest land,
Raju said. The new rules vio-
late the statutory legal man-
date to ensure compliance of
FRA and the consent of
Gram Sabha prior to the di-
version of forest land as al-
ready established as per the
guideline of MoEFCC issued
on August 3, 2009, the judg-

ment of the Supreme Court
in the case of Orissa Mining
Corporation vs the MoEF &
others, 2013 and the FC Rules
of 2017, the letter dated July
12 said.

It is important to point out
that even the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has
earlier written letters to the
MoEFCC clarifying the posi-
tion of law to ensure FRA
compliance prior to the ap-
proval of forest diversions
and also raising objections to
the Environment ministry
circular in February exempt-
ing the requirement of en-
suring FRA compliance in
stage 1 of granting in-princi-
ple approval.

CPM worker murder case: Kerala
HC acquits 13 RSS workers

KKoocchhii,,  JJuull  1133  ((PPTTII))::  The Kerala
High Court has acquitted 13
RSS workers in a case relating
to the killing of a CPI(M)
activist in Thiruvananthapuram
in 2008, saying the prosecution
had miserably failed to prove
the incriminating circum-
stances against the accused.

A bench comprising Justices
K Vinod Chandran and C
Jayachandran, on Tuesday
allowed the appeal filed by the
RSS workers challenging a
Sessions Court verdict convict-
ing them. The bench observed
that the political rivalry was a
simmering cauldron of
intrigue, spite and deceit,
often spewing out the venom
of hatred, in the form of mind-

less bloodshed. “The manner
in which events were por-
trayed before the Court,
smacks of a deliberate attempt
to tutor witness and collect
evidence, to define a scripted
story. The sad saga of political
rivalry and mindless killing, as
we have noticed in many
cases, tears under the social
fabric of the State,” it said.
“The yearly remembrances,
only stoke the fires of rivalry
and do not wipe the tears of
the bereaved or awaken the
conscience of those who mat-
ter. Another life is lost and yet
another prosecution fails, both
lying on the wayside, grim
reminders to the society of the
futility of it all. 

Two held for duping 
Delhi man of Rs 13 lakh for
providing brand franchise

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

Two men from
Jharkhand were arrested
for allegedly duping a Delhi
resident of over Rs 13 lakh
on the pretext of providing
him a Parle distributor fran-
chise, police said on
Wednesday.

Accused Ravi Lohar (27)
and Kailash Kumar Singh
(34) were nabbed from in
Jamshedpur, they said.

Two mobile phones and
SIM cards used in the crime
were seized from their pos-
session, police said. A com-
plaint was received from a
resident of Delhi’s Uttam
Nagar alleging that he ap-
plied for Parle distributor-
ship at https://parledistrib-
utorship.com on February
13, following which he re-
ceived an email regarding
the payment, they said. The
complainant said he trans-
ferred Rs 13,40,080 to three
different bank accounts, in-
cluding Indian Bank and
Union Bank of India, in the

name of Parle franchise, po-
lice said. Later, the man re-
ceived calls from two differ-
ent numbers and he was
asked to pay more Rs 4.40
lakh and Rs 8.20 lakh. The
complainant didn’t pay the
amount and found that he
was duped of over Rs 13
lakh, a senior police officer.
A case was registered and
during investigation, details
and statements of the bank
accounts were obtained, he
said. Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Dwarka) M
Harsha Vardhan said dur-
ing investigation it was
found that the beneficiary
bank account was being op-
erated by Ravi Lohar. Lohar
was traced in his native
place in Jamshedpur, he
said. “During interrogation,
Lohar disclosed that his as-
sociate Kailash Kumar
Singh, also a resident of
Jamshedpur, is also in-
volved in this fraud and,
subsequently, Singh was
also apprehended, the DCP
said.

Mamata makes, serves ‘pani
puris’ to people in Darjeeling
Darjeeling, Jul 13 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
displaying her innovative
skill of communicating
with people, made ‘pani
puris’ at a roadside stall in
Darjeeling and served the
lip-smacking snack to chil-
dren and tourists visiting
the hill.

In a video that went viral
on social media, the
Trinamool Congress supre-
mo was seen stuffing the
crispy hollow ‘puris’ with
mashed potatoes and serv-
ing them to people after dip-
ping them in tamarind
water on Tuesday.

She showed her expertise
in making phuchka, as
‘pani puri’ is called in West
Bengal, while visiting a stall
operated by women of a
self-help group (SHG) in the
‘queen of the hills’.

Sharing the video, the
TMC tweeted: “Our Hon’ble
C h a i r p e r s o n
@MamataOfficial visited
SHG operated food stall,

Sunday Haat in Darjeeling.
Showing her appreciation
for the women’s hard work,
she joined them in the
preparation of Bengal’s
favourite, Puchkas and also
fed enthusiastic children
the delectable snack!”

To one of the tourists,
Banerjee asked the stall
owner to serve him a
“phuchka as he is a guest”.

The TMC boss is on a
visit to the hills to partici-
pate in the swearing-in cere-
mony of the newly elected
board members of the
Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, she is ex-
pected to attend a birth an-
niversary celebration of
Nepali poet Bhanubhakta
Acharya.

Congress sees politics
in national emblem:

Karnataka CM

Mangaluru, Jul 13 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Wednesday
said the Centre has al-
ready issued clarifications
on the controversy over
national emblem installed
atop the new Parliament
building. Answering
queries from reporters at
Manipal in Udupi on the
allegation that the emblem
does not resemble the stat-
ue in Sarnath, he said it
depends on the eyes of the
beholder. He said the em-
blem designed is similar to
that at Sarnath and the

face of the lion is also the
same.

The Opposition’s charge
of fierceness in the new
emblem is reflection of
their way of thinking, he
said.

Its fierceness shows our
way of thinking. The
angle from which the
Congress looks at it is dif-
ferent as they are trying to
see politics in it.”

A fresh row erupted on
Tuesday over the national
emblem atop the new
Parliament building, with
the opposition accusing
the central government of
giving a ferocious look to
the sculpture and insult-
ing the symbol, while the
BJP dismissed it as yet an-
other conspiracy to target
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He further said the
country has an active
prime minister. Our lion is
fierce. Congress believes
in the sleeping lion and it
reflects their culture,
Bommai added.

BJP cites Pak journalist’s claims
to attack ex-VP Ansari, Congress

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The BJP on Wednesday
asked former vice presi-
dent Hamid Ansari and
the Congress to come
clean on the claims of a
Pakistani journalist that
he had visited India five
times during the UPA rule
and passed on sensitive in-
formation collected here
to his country’s spy
agency ISI.

BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia cited
Pakistani journalist
Nusrat Mirza’s purported
comments that he had vis-
ited India on Ansari’s invi-
tations and also met him.

If Congress leaders
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi
besides the then vice presi-
dent remain silent on the
questions raised by the
ruling party, it will
amount to their admission
to these “sins”, Bhatia told
reporters.

No comment was avail-

able from either the
Congress or Ansari.

Clips of Mirza’s inter-
views doing the rounds on
social media suggest that
he attended a seminar on
terrorism in India in
which Ansari spoke.

At a press conference,
Bhatia said, “People of
India are giving you so
much respect and you are
betraying the country.
Isn’t this treason? Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul and Hamid
Ansari should come out
and reply to this.”

Mirza said claimed in an
interview in Pakistan that
Ansari had invited him
five times to India during
2005-11 and shared ex-
tremely sensitive and clas-
sified information, the
BJP leader claimed.

“He took the informa-
tion from Ansari and it
was used against India,”
Bhatia alleged, adding that
Mirza was also invited to a
seminar on the issue of

terrorism.
“A person who is shar-

ing information with the
ISI is invited to come to
India. Was this the
Congress’ policy to end
terrorism?

“This is the party’s poi-
sonous mindset. Our gov-
ernment has resolved to
root out terrorism. On the
other hand, this is the
Congress mindset,” he
said.

Other BJP leaders also
attacked Ansari.

BJP vice president
Baijayant Jay Panda
tweeted, “It is astonishing
to read about the claims of
a Pakistani journalist in-
volving our former Vice
President Hamid Ansari.
What is even more shock-
ing is that he got a 2nd
term during the UPA govt!
Were the top posts compro-
mised during that period?
It raises some serious
doubts.”

Citing Mirza’s claims,

Bhatia said he was given
the visa to visit seven
Indian cities against the
practice of three cities.

He also referred to the
comments of a former op-
erative of RAW, India’s ex-
ternal spy agency, to allege
that Ansari had harmed
the country’s interests
when he was its envoy to
Iran.

Asked if the BJP was
seeking legal action in the
matter, he said the party’s
job is to raise issues and it
is for the investigation
agencies to probe.

He said Ansari should
clarify if he was aware
that Mirza was to pass the
information to the ISI, and
whether the former vice
president was acting at the
prodding of the Congress
leadership.

The Congress can go to
any extent and compro-
mise with national securi-
ty in its petty and ugly pol-
itics, he alleged.
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BRIEF

Interim stay   
Bengaluru: The
Karnataka High
Court has given an in-
terim stay on an FIR
and proceedings
against the directors
of an online betting
site. The complaint
against the UP-based
online company’s di-
rectors was filed by
Shivarudraswamy C,
from Sulibele,
Bengaluru, who lost
Rs 1,500 on a bet. He
found that the money
he lost was not credit-
ed to the online com-
pany but another ac-
count.

Shopkeeper injured 
New Delhi: A 46-year-
old shopkeeper was
severely injured after
a group of people al-
legedly attacked him
in North Delhi’s
Kotwali area, police
said on Wednesday.
Deepak Jain, who sus-
tained injuries on
both his hands and
legs, is undergoing
treatment at
Sanjeevan Hospital in
Daryaganj, they said.
Jain’s family suspect-
ed the involvement of
the shop owner be-
hind the incident, po-
lice said.

Hijab ban
New Delhi: The
Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to
hear next week a
batch of pleas chal-
lenging the
Karnataka High
Court verdict refusing
to lift the ban on hijab
in educational institu-
tions of the state. A
bench comprising
Chief Justice N V
Ramana and Justices
Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli took note
of the submissions of
lawyer Prashant
Bhushan that the mat-
ters were filed long
back but were yet to
be listed for hearing.
The girls are losing
out on studies,
Bhushan said.

Rescued
Ranchi: Six women
migrant workers hail-
ing from Jharkhand’s
West Singhbhum dis-
trict have been rescued
from Tamil Nadu
where they were held
captive in a yarn spin-
ning unit, a Jharkhand
government release
said on Wednesday.
The migrant workers
hail from Sonua block
of Chaibasa and were
forced by a contractor
to work at the spinning
mill. They were held
hostage and were not
allowed to return, it
said. The Jharkhand
government inter-
vened after they ap-
pealed for help. The
Safe and Responsible
Migration Center,
Chaibasa, and State
Migrant Control Room
worked for the safe re-
turn of the women, the
release said.

Parents, son die
Pathanamthitta
(Ker): Three mem-
bers of a family died
in a car accident on M
C Road state highway
early Wednesday
morning when a SUV
coming from the op-
posite side crossed
over onto their lane
and collided head-on
with their vehicle, po-
lice said. The accident
occurred around 6.30
AM at a curve on the
M C Road near
Puthussery village in
Pathanamthitta dis-
trict. The victims
were travelling from
Thiruvananthapura
m to Pandalam, while
the occupants of the
SUV were on their
way to
Chadayamangalam
from Kozhikode.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee prepares
phuchka, as pani puri is called in state, at a roadside stall
in Darjeeling. Banerjee served the lip-smacking snack to
children and tourists.

Shiv Sena stakes claim for LoP
in Maha Legislative Council

Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI):
After being dislodged
from power in
Maharashtra, the Shiv
Sena has staked claim for
the post of leader of oppo-
sition in the state
Legislative Council.

A delegation of Shiv
Sena MLCs - Manisha
Kayande, Sachin Ahir,
Ambadas Danve, Vilas
Potnis and Sunil Shinde -
met Counil Deputy
Chairperson Neelam
Gorhe on Monday and
submitted a letter staking
claim for the post of the
LoP and chief whip.

The race is between the
NCP and the Shiv Sena,

amid fears that some of its
members may switch
sides.

The Sharad Pawar-led
NCP is just two short of
the Sena’s tally in the
Upper House of the state
legislature. As on July 8,
the 78-member
Maharashtra Legislative
Council has 24 BJP mem-
bers, 12 of the Shiv Sena
and 10 each of the
Congress and NCP. The
Lok Bharti, Peasants and
Workers Party of India
and the Rashtriya Samaj
Paksh have one member
each. The Council also has
four independents, while
15 seats are vacant.
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CONGRESSIONAL PICNIC

President Joe Biden poses for a photo with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., during the Congressional Picnic

on the South Lawn of the White House.
Colombo, Jul 13 (PTI):

Sri Lanka on
Wednesday declared a
state of emergency after
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives on a military jet
in the face of a public re-
volt against his govern-
ment for mishandling the
country’s economy.

The Prime Minister’s
office informed the media
organisations that the
state of emergency in the
country and a curfew in
the Western province had

been imposed.
Meanwhile, protesters

marched to the Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office,
urging him to resign after
the news came in that
President Rajapaksa had
left for the Maldives.

They broke through a
barricade despite tear gas
before storming the
prime minister’s office,
demanding his resigna-
tion.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe has al-
ready said he was willing

to resign and make way
for an all-party govern-
ment to take over.

On Saturday, Rajapaksa
had announced to step
down on Wednesday after
thousands of protesters
stormed his official resi-
dence, blaming him for
the unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis that has
brought the country to its
knees.

Sri Lanka’s political
parties have stepped up
efforts to form an all-
party government and
subsequently elect a new

President on July 20 to
prevent the bankrupt na-
tion sliding further into
anarchy.

Under the Sri Lankan
Constitution, if both the
president and prime min-
ister resign, the Speaker
of parliament will serve
as acting president for a
maximum of 30 days.

The Parliament will
elect a new president
within 30 days from one
of its members, who will
hold the office for the re-
maining two years of the
current term.

The anti-government
protesters continue to oc-
cupy the three main
buildings in the capital,
the President’s House, the
presidential secretariat
and the prime minister’s
official residence, Temple
Trees, calling for their
resignations.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, is
under the grip of an un-
precedented economic
turmoil, the worst in
seven decades, leaving
millions struggling to buy
food, medicine, fuel and
other essentials. Prime
M i n i s t e r
Wickremesinghe last
week said Sri Lanka is
now a bankrupt country.

Lanka declares state of
emergency, curfew clamped

India’s partnership can be game changer’ in
I2U2 grouping: Former Israeli NSA

Jerusalem, Jul 13 (PTI):

The formation of the
new I2U2 grouping is a sig-
nificant development
where India’s partnership
can prove to be a “game
changer”, a former Israeli
National Security Adviser
has said ahead of the
forum’s first high-level
meeting which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will attend virtually on
Thursday.

The I2U2 - comprising
India, Israel, the UAE and
the US - was established in
October 2021 following an
initiative by the four coun-
tries’ foreign ministers as
part of External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s
visit to Israel.

In a virtual conference,
the four foreign ministers
agreed to utilise comple-
mentary capabilities to
fulfil overlapping inter-
ests, thus bolstering coop-
eration and strengthening
the strategic partnership
between the new Quad
partners.

As Israel prepares to

welcome US President Joe
Biden on Wednesday in a
packed three-day pro-
gramme that includes a
high-level meeting of the
new I2U2 forum in which
Prime Minister Modi
would participate virtual-
ly, Israel’s former National
Security Adviser, Maj Gen
Yaakov Amidror told PTI
that “India can also help to
enhance and expand the
scope of Abraham accords
bringing in new coun-
tries”.

“It has the ability to
push others by saying that
it is in the interest of the
world,” said Amidror, who
continues to be active with
several think-tanks.

Amid the building ex-
citement around Biden’s
trip to the region during
which Israel and the
United States are expected
to declare a “strategic
partnership”, including a
joint commitment to foil
Iran’s nuclear ambitions
using “all elements of na-
tional power”, the discus-
sion of I2U2 leaders has re-
ceived wide attention.

Experts believe that it
has the potential to build
on the Abraham accords
to expand regional part-
nership beyond the Middle
East, specifically on ener-
gy, tech and economic is-
sues.

The stated purpose of
the meeting of the I2U2
forum, also dubbed the
new Quad, is to discuss the
food security crisis and
other areas of cooperation
across hemispheres”.

Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid and Biden in
Jerusalem will be joined
virtually by Prime
Minister Modi and United
Arab Emirates President
Mohamed bin Zayed on
Thursday afternoon for
the discussions.

The leaders’ remarks at
the start of the event will
be broadcast live, an offi-
cial release said on
Tuesday. “Trade, where
Israel can serve as a
bridge, agriculture, food
security and sophisticated
technology are likely to
prominently figure in the
talks”, Amidror said.

The former Israeli NSA
said that Biden’s visit will
definitely help build a pos-
itive momentum among
Arab states looking to nor-
malise ties with Israel and
also nudge several others
who are part of the “under
the table crowded scene”.

With the Russian-
Ukrainian war posing new
challenges in the energy
market in Europe and in
the Middle East, Amidror
said that Greece, Cyprus
and Israel working togeth-
er on natural gas pipeline
projects can be an impor-
tant development also in
the context of the I2U2 dis-
cussions. “Add India to
this new situation, where
Israel is a bridge with
Europe and India another
big trading partner in the
whole context - it will be a
game changer”, he noted.

The European Union, as
per reports, aims to cut its
reliance on Russian gas by
two-thirds this year and
end all Russian fossil fuel
imports by 2027 due to
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Washington, Jul 13 (PTI):

NASA’s James Webb
Space Telescope has de-
tected signs of water,
along with evidence for
clouds and haze, in the at-
mosphere of a hot, puffy

gas giant planet orbiting
a Sun-like star over a
thousand light years
away, the US space agency
said on Wednesday.

The observation is the
most detailed of its kind
to date, demonstrating

Webb’s unprecedented
ability to analyse distant
atmospheres, according
to NASA. WASP-96 b is
one of more than 5,000
confirmed exoplanets
in the Milky Way.

Located roughly
1,150 light-years away
in the southern-sky
constellation Phoenix,
it represents a type of
gas giant that has no
direct analogue in our
solar system, it said in
a statement.

With a mass less
than half that of
Jupiter and a diameter
1.2 times greater,
WASP-96 b is much

puffier than any planet
orbiting our Sun. With a
temperature greater

than 538 degrees
Celsius, it is significant-
ly hotter.

Webb telescope detects water on distant planet

London, Jul 13 (PTI):

The race to replace Boris
Johnson as the Conservative
Party leader and British
Prime Minister may have
just officially begun but it
has already made history for
its diverse line-up of candi-
dates, including two British
Indians.

Frontrunner former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak and
Attorney General Suella
Braverman, both 42, have
much in common as UK-
born Indian-origin politi-

cians who campaigned for
Brexit in the 2016 referen-
dum.

The others vying for the
top job at Downing Street on
the ballot paper as the nomi-
nations closed on Tuesday
evening also reflect that di-
versity in London-born for-
mer minister Kemi
Badenoch, 42, of Nigerian
origin and Iraq-born
Chancellor Nadhim Zahawi,
55, who came to the UK as a
refugee when he was 11
years old and his family fled
Baghdad under Saddam

Hussein.
Trade Minister Penny

Mordaunt and Tory back-
bencher Tom Tugendhat, are
both 49 and have a military
background, with Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss, 46, and
former minister Jeremy
Hunt, 55, completing the list
of eight Conservative Party
MPs nominated for the race.
Sunak made his pitch to be-
come the first British Prime
Minister of Indian-origin
with a slick video that refer-
enced the very personal mi-
gration story of his rural

Africa based Indian mater-
nal grandmother, Sraksha,
boarding a flight from
Tanzania to build a better
life in the UK in the 1960s.

“This young woman came
to Britain where she man-
aged to find a job, but it took
her nearly a year to save
enough money for her hus-
band and children to follow
her. One of those children
was my mother aged 15, says
Sunak, in the video which
has been viewed nearly
50,000 since its release last
week.

UK PM race most diverse in history with 
2 British Indians on shortlist

Washington, Jul 13 (AP):

With thousands of sanc-
tions already imposed on
Russia to flatten its econo-
my, the U.S. and its allies
are working on new meas-
ures to starve the Russian
war machine while also
stopping the price of oil
and gasoline from soaring
to levels that could crush
the global economy.

The Kremlin’s main pil-
lar of financial revenue oil
has kept the Russian econ-
omy afloat despite export
bans, sanctions and the
freezing of central bank
assets. European allies of
the U.S. plan to follow the
Biden administration and
take steps to stop their use
of Russian oil by the end
of this year, a move that
some economists say
could cause the supply of
oil worldwide to drop and
push prices as high as 200
a barrel.

That risk has the U.S.
and its allies seeking to es-
tablish a buyer’s cartel to
control the price of
Russian oil. Group of
Seven leaders have tenta-
tively agreed to back a cap
on the price of Russian
oil. Simply speaking, par-
ticipating countries
would agree to purchase
the oil at lower-than-mar-
ket price.

High energy costs are
already straining
economies and threaten-
ing fissures among the
countries opposing
Russian President
Vladimir Putin for the in-
vasion of Ukraine in
February. President Joe
Biden has seen his public
approval slip to levels that
hurt Democrats’ chances

in the midterm elections,
while leaders in the United
Kingdom, Germany and
Italy are coping with the
economic devastation
caused by trying to move
away from Russian natu-
ral gas and petroleum.

The idea behind the cap
is to lower gas prices for
consumers and help bring
the war in Ukraine to a
halt. Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen is currently
touring Indo-Pacific coun-
tries to lobby for the pro-
posal. In Japan on
Tuesday, Yellen and
Japanese Finance
Minister Suzuki
Shunichi said in a joint
statement that the coun-
tries have agreed to ex-
plore the feasibility of

price caps where appro-
priate.

However, China and
India, two countries that
have maintained business
relationships with Russia
during the war, will need
to get on board. The ad-
ministration is confident
China and India, already
buying from Russia at dis-
counted prices, can be en-
ticed to embrace the plan
for price caps. We think
that ultimately countries
around the world that are
currently purchasing
Russian oil will be very
interested in paying as lit-
tle as possible for that
Russian oil, Treasury
Deputy Secretary Wally
Adeyemo told The
Associated Press.

US, allies aim to cap Russian
oil prices to hinder invasion

D espite the promise by
all countries to end TB

by 2030 (and India to end TB
by 2025), decline in TB rates,
deaths, and number of new
infections, is not steep
enough to meet the target.
Lot more action (and invest-
ment) needs to urgently hap-
pen if we are to #endTB in
next 101 months globally (and
next 41 months in India).
That is why, the global Stop
TB Partnership has unveiled
a new costed plan for the
world to end TB, the second
leading cause of death, after
COVID-19, from a single infec-
tious-disease agent.

The Global Plan to End TB
2023-2030 emphasises on a
new global focus on preven-
tion and control of this neg-
lected, and perhaps the old-
est, airborne disease that still
remains a health threat for
every person on this planet
earth, infecting 10 million
people killing 1.3 million of
them every year.

The Plan outlines the prior-
ity actions that could save
millions of lives through
early prevention, diagnosis,
treatment and care of TB
with a total investment of
US$ 250 billion between now

and 2030. Of this, US$ 157 bil-
lion is for TB prevention and
care, US$ 53 billion for vacci-
nation once new vaccines are
available, and US$ 40 billion
to accelerate the development
of new TB treatment regi-
mens, diagnostics and a new
TB vaccine.

As pointed out by Dr
Lucica Ditiu, Executive
Director of the Stop TB
Partnership, the proposed in-
vestment of US$ 10 billion in
new TB vaccines (as envis-
aged in this Plan) is 10 times
less than what was injected in
the research and develop-
ment for COVID-19 vaccines
with a compelling sense of
urgency and purpose. So it
should be possible to have a
TB vaccine by 2025.

TB response remains se-
verely under-resourced
Even as the global TB re-

sponse remains severely
under-resourced, and people
with TB continue to experi-
ence some of the highest out
of pocket expenditures, mo-
bilising US$ 250 billion dol-
lars in the next 7 years will
indeed be a daunting task.
But as pointed out by Dr
Paula Fujiwara, Chair of the
Global Plan Task Force, the
economic return on this in-
vestment by 2030 would be
huge - US$ 16 for every US$ 1
invested globally, and as high
as US$ 28 for every US$ 1 in-
vested in low- and lower mid-
dle-income countries. At the
same time, the cost of inac-
tion could be high, if TB will
to continue to kill between
4,000-5,000 people every day,
and result in a global econom-
ic loss of US$1 trillion.

Sharing some of the Plan’s

highlights during its online
launch, Dr Fujiwara said that
once implemented, the pro-
jected impact of the Plan is to
get at least 95% of people liv-
ing with TB diagnosed; 35
million people with TB to ac-
cess treatment (including 3.7
million children and 2.2 mil-
lion people with drug resist-
ant TB); 35 million people to
access TB preventive treat-
ment by 2030; and to have at
least one TB vaccine for wide-
spread use by 2026.

In an interview with CNS
(Citizen News Service), Dr
Fujiwara highlighted some
of the new issues that have
been included in the plan -
like “putting prevention and
control of this airborne res-
piratory disease at the centre
of pandemic preparedness
and response efforts (keep-
ing in mind that future pan-
demics are also likely to be
caused by airborne respira-
tory infections); pushing for
a much needed TB vaccine;
addressing mental health is-
sues in people with TB; look-
ing at community/home
based models of TB care and
control; understanding the
role of One Health in TB
care and control; educating
the community so it can ad-
vocate for resources for new
diagnostics, medications and
vaccine; and also educating
the researchers to involve
the community from the
start and listen to their
needs”.
Gender-responsive, rights
and justice-based people

centric approach to end TB
Dr Paula Fujiwara empha-

sised upon a gender-respon-
sive, rights and justice-based

people centric approach (and
not a patient centric or per-
son centric care) directed to-
wards all those who are af-
fected by TB, including com-
munities, families, work-
places, among others.

Speaking at the online
launch of the Plan, Obiefuna
Arinze Austin, Executive
Director, Afro Global
Alliance Ghana and Vice
Chair of Stop TB
Partnership rightly pointed
out that it is not only about
mobilising resources but
also about bridging the gaps
in service delivery.

“TB response is largely
bio-medically focussed. But
there can be nothing for us
without us (the community).
It is important to ensure that
involvement of TB affected
community extends beyond
service delivery. It is not just
about case findings and rais-
ing awareness but also en-
suring that targets are met.
We were far behind meeting
targets even before COVID-
19. We must practice what we
preach and ensure meaning-
ful participation and involve-
ment of civil society and af-
fected communities,” he
said.

In the words of Dr
Fujiwara: “We cannot ignore
a disease just because it has
been relegated only to the
poorest parts of the world.
With our attention diverted -
along with the absence of fi-
nancial commitments - TB
has strengthened its grip on
our planet. But we can re-
gain control and meet our
commitments to end TB by
2030 as long as we assert our
political will now."
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Fragile ecosystem
Cloudbursts and landslides

come under the category of
natural disasters and little
can be done about it. However,
human intervention in the
form of construction activity
and deforestation has aggra-
vated landslides. An early
warning system could be use-
ful in evacuating people
before the catastrophe strikes.
The number of pilgrims and
tourists too needs to be regu-
lated to help conserve and
maintain the balance of a
fragile ecosystem. In the bid
to milk tourism for all its
worth, little attention is paid
to environmental concerns.
This is not going to be the last
tragedy of its kind.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

Hate speeches
Communal unrest led to

gruesome murders in
Amravati and Udaipur. Such
incidents are irreparably
damaging the fabric of our
secular state, which is the
basic feature of our
Constitution. Hate speeches
by political and religious lead-
ers are triggering unpleasant
goings-on in our country. It is
good that the government is
mulling to bring a law against
hate speeches. It is necessary
to put the brakes on unlawful
activities fuelled by commu-
nal hatred. The sooner it is
done the better, lest behead-
ings become the order of the
day.

Maheshwer Sharma,
by mail

Relevance of Agnipath
Too much has been said

about the Agnipath scheme.
Besides patriotic bonds, the
Army provides employment
to the youth in accordance
with their competency and
wish. The present circum-
stances, wherein the supply
and demand ratio is unbal-
anced, the sustainability of
the decades-old policy seems
to be irrelevant. The tripar-
tite recruitment agreement of
1947 might be the need of that
time, but the Agnipath
scheme is the need and reality
of the present hour. The gov-
ernment is obliged to gener-
ate employment opportuni-
ties across the board for the
youth.

Sunil Kumar Mahajan,
Tihri

Introduce 
two-child norm

The UN report projecting
India to surpass China’s popu-
lation by 2023 presents an
alarming scenario. India’s
sustainable development
goals are likely to go off-track
amid the current pace of pop-
ulation growth, which will
affect the core areas of health,
education and transport. With
limited resources, India can’t
afford to keep its developmen-
tal agenda alive with unbal-
anced demographic growth.
We need a stringent law to
rein in population. A two-
child norm is the best way
out. Give priority in jobs and
social security to those who
volunteer to it as a national
responsibility.

Anil vinayak, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he massive victory scored by Japan's governing alliance  in  a
parliamentary  election  has  been possibly propelled by sympa-

thy votes in the wake ofthe assassination of  former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. The Liberal Democratic Party and its junior coalition partner
Komeito raised their combined share in the 248-seat chamber to 146 --
far beyond the majority in the elections for half of the seats in the less
powerful upper house. The results have been declared no doubt, but
there is uncertainty about how  Abe's  void  may  affect  party  unity.
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida now stands to rule without interruption
until a scheduled election in 2025. That would allow Kishida to work on
long-term policy goals such as national security, his signature but still
vague "new capitalism" economic policy, and his party's long-cherished
goal to amend the US-drafted post-war pacifist constitution. In the wake
of Abe's brazen killing, Sunday's vote took on a new meaning, with all po-
litical leaders emphasising the importance of free speech and their
pledge  not  to  back  down  on  violence  against democracy. Welcoming
the results, Kishida said he will steadily push for reinforcing Japan's na-
tional security as well a constitutional amendment. The LDP and its junior
partner as well as two supportive opposition parties together are certain
to secure enough seats needed for an amendment proposal, which re-
quires a two-thirds majority in both houses.The governing bloc already
has secured support in the other chamber. Even after stepping down as
prime minister in 2020, Abe was highly influential in the LDP and headed
its largest faction. His absence could change the power balance in the
governing party that has almost uninterruptedly ruled post war Japan
since its 1955 foundation, experts say. This could be a turning point for
the LDP over its divisive policies on gender equality, same-sex marriages
and other issues that Abe-backed ultra-conservatives with paternalistic
family values had resisted. Japan's current diplomatic and security
stance is unlikely to be  swayed  because  fundamental  changes  had al-
ready been made by Abe. His ultra-nationalist views and pragmatic poli-
cies made him a divisive figure to many, including in the Koreas and
China. Abe  stepped  down  two  years  ago  blaming  a recurrence of the
ulcerative colitis he'd had since he was a teenager. He said he regretted
leave many of his goals unfinished, including the issue of Japanese ab-
ducted years ago by North Korea, a territorial dispute with Russia, and a
revision of Japan's war-renouncing constitution that many conservatives
consider a humiliation, because of poor public support. Abe was
groomed to follow in the footsteps of  his grandfather, former Prime
Minister Nobusuke Kishi. His political rhetoric often focused on making
Japan a normal and beautiful nation with a stronger military through se-
curity alliance with the United States and bigger role in international af-
fairs. He became Japan's youngest prime minister in 2006, at age  52.  But
his  overly  nationalistic  first  stint abruptly ended a year later, also be-
cause of  his health, prompting six years of annual leadership change. He
returned to office in 2012, vowing to revitalise the nation and get its
economy out of its deflationary  doldrums  with  his  "Abenomics" formu-
la, which combines fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and structural re-
forms. He won six national elections and built a rock-solid grip on power.

Japan ruling party 
scores major victory
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Hindu devotees prepare to offer chunari at Pushkar Lake on the occasion of the Guru Purnima in Pushkar, July 13.

New global plan launched to 
end TB in next 101 months

GURU PURNIMA IN PUSHKAR

SHOBA SHUKLA

T he need for informal lend-

ing by common people is in-

creasing day by day. Most people

don't have the pre-requisite collat-

eral and documents to take loans

from formal sectors. Hence they

end up taking loans from infor-

mal sources at shocking interest

rates of up to 40%. Moreover, in

situations of emergency, people

tend to shift towards informal

lending due to the quick disburse-

ment of loans with minimum doc-

uments. China is trying to take

advantage of this situation in

India and has replaced the mon-

eylenders mentioned in

Premchand's "Godan". China has

put Sri Lanka in a debt trap by

giving excessive loans at high-in-

terest rates but it is difficult to do

the same with a big economy like

India directly. So China through

some digital lending apps is try-

ing to hijack the digital lending

market and create a debt trap situ-

ation for the people of India. Apps

like SnapIt, Udhar loan, Robo

cash and Fast Rupee are all based

on the Chinese white-label app

Alibaba Cloud and have similar

software templates. There are

also apps which imitate popular

lending platforms in India to dupe

the users. These apps tend to ac-

cess all contacts and personal

photo galleries of the user and

later blackmail them to pay the

money back with huge interest

rates. There are instances where

people have been threatened by

the employees of these apps say-

ing that an FIR will be lodged

against them while many have

been socially shamed by publical-

ly calling them a fraud and post-

ing the same on Facebook. Some

of these victims suffered in si-

lence, some committed suicide

while some others stood up

against such atrocities and coer-

cive measures taken by these

apps. But since these apps are ille-

gal, so taking necessary action

wasn't possible for the police and

the cyber cell. Moreover, China

has made huge investments in the

startup sector of India. Chinese

company Alibaba has a sizable

number of shares in companies

like the big basket, snapdeal,

Paytm and Zomato. Controlling

the economy of our country in

this manner can be a part of a big-

ger Chinese strategy. India has

witnessed growth in Chinese FDI

in fintech, Infrastructure, auto-

mobiles etc. Chinese companies

also remained major participants

in Government contracts and

public procurements but these in-

vestments might have detrimen-

tal effects in the long run if China

plans to suddenly withdraw their

investments. India should lessen

their dependence on Chinese in-

vestments, especially in the grow-

ing startup sector as it might

make India's economy and nation-

al security vulnerability.

Regarding the illegal Chinese

apps trying to create a debt trap,

the stakeholders such as the

google play store should take

steps to ensure proper identifica-

tion of such fraudulent apps to

maintain users' trust. Moreover,

there should be proper support

system groups for victims of such

atrocities in tandem with a robust

redressal mechanism for such

complaints. In India, the Fintech

sector comes under the jurisdic-

tion of the RBI and thus it is its

duty to take necessary measures

of ensuring checks and balances

on such fraudulent apps and also

create necessary awareness

amongst the people of India.

Is China building a loan mafia in India? 

I t’s a good time, almost 12 years after the world soccer body, FIFA,
awarded Qatar the 2022 World Cup hosting rights and five

months before the tournament, to evaluate the  campaign  to  reform
the  country’s erstwhile  onerous  labour  system  and accommodate
fans whose lifestyles violate restrictive laws and/or go against deeply
rooted cultural attitudes. Ultimately the balance sheet shows a mixed
bag even if one takes into account that Qatari autocracy has proven to
be more responsive and flexible in responding top ressure  by  human
rights  and  labour groups than its Gulf brothers in the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. On the plus side, the initial wave of  condem-
nation of the country’s repressive kafala labour system that put employ-
ees at the mercy of their   employers   persuaded   Qatar   to become the
first Gulf state, if not the first Arab  state,  to  engage  with its  critics.
Engagement meant giving human rights groups  and  trade  unions  ac-
cess  to  the country, allowing them to operate and hold news confer-
ences in Qatar, and involving them in drafting reforms and World Cup-
related model labour contracts. This was unprecedented in a region
where local activists are behind bars or worse and foreign critics don’t
even make it on to an inbound flight. The reforms were imperfect and
not far-reaching enough, even if Qatar introduced significant improve-
ments in the conditions for unskilled and semi-skilled workers. Further
more, on the plus side, the hosting rights sparked limited but nonethe-
less taboo-breaking discussions that touched on sensitive subjects such
as LGBT rights and the granting of citizenship to non-nationals. Qataris
openly questioned the granting of citizenship to foreign athletes so they
could be included in the Qatar national team for the 2016 Olympics
rather than medical personnel and other professionals who had con-
tributed   to   national   welfare   and development. Hosting  the  World
Cup  has  further forced Qatar, albeit in a limited fashion, to come to
grips with issues like LGBT rights that do not simply violate the coun-
try’s laws but go against its social grain to produce an inclusive tourna-
ment. In some ways, that may   have   been   more   difficult   than re-
forming   the   labour   regime   if   one considers the difference between
standing up for democratic freedoms that may have broad public sup-
port and the recognition of LGBT rights. In contrast to democratic rights,
opposition to LGBT rights is deeply engrained  in  Qatar  and  other
Muslim societies.  It  would  likely  be  socially rejected, even if  they were
enshrined in law. The difference means that the defence of LGBT  and
other  socially  controversial rights forces activists and human and LGBT
rights groups to rethink their strategies and adopt     alternative,     more
long-term approaches. It also means that they will have to embrace less
Western-centric attitudesfre quently prevalent in the campaign to re-
form  Qatar's  labour  system.  Those attitudes were evident in debates
that were also often skewed by bias, prejudice, bigotry, and sour grapes.
Moreover, the criticism often failed to consider the context. As aresult,
achieving results and pushing for reform was, to a degree, undermined
by what appeared to be a ganging up on Qatarand a singling out of the
Gulf state. Labour is an example. Human rights groups and trade  unions
treated  onerous  labour conditions in Qatar, even if  the World Cup
turned it into a prime target, as uniquely Qatari rather than a global
problem that manifests itself in other parts of the world such as
Southeast Asia and even Western democracies like Britain. Recent re-
portingy The Guardian showed that expatriate medical  and  care giver
personnel  face similar curtailing of rights and abuse in Britain.By the
same token, Qatar was taken to task for being slow in implementing its
reforms  and  ensuring  that  they  werepplied not only to World Cup proj-
ects butationwide. It remains an open question whether Qatar is driven
byad faith, ill will, and lack of political will or ineptitude that gets it stuck
in a rout. The bottom line of all of this is not whether criticism of Qatar is
justified. It largely is. The question for human rights groups and other ac-
tivists is what is, given the nature of the issues and the fact that the win-
dow on leverage over Qatar is closing, what lessons can be learned from
the experience of the last decade and what is the best strategy and ap-
proach going forward. There may be no immediate answers, but what is
evident is that strategies and approaches  aim  to  encourage  further re-
forms, and post-World Cup reform will have to be updated and adapted.

World Cup balance 
sheet presents a mixed

bag for Qatar
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Appointment

Mumbai: Diversified
Raymond group on
Wednesday appointed
Atul Singh, former
head of Coca-Cola
India, as the Executive
Vice Chairman. The
latest appointment by
the group, a leading
player in the domestic
textiles, apparel, retail
and real estate seg-
ments, also signals a
significant step to-
wards creating a fu-
ture ready organisa-
tion that has since in-
ception been closely
run by the founders --
the Singhania family.

Special discount 
New Delhi: OYO on
Wednesday an-
nounced a discount
scheme for women
candidates appearing
for NEET 2022, where-
in those applicants
travelling to their ex-
amination centres can
avail up to 60 per cent
discount on their stay
in its hotels. National
Eligibility Cum
Entrance Test (NEET)
will be held on July 17
at different centres in
497 cities across India.
More than 18 lakh
candidates are expect-
ed to appear for the ex-
amination. The hospi-
tality tech firm said
the discount scheme
is valid for two days -
July 16 and July 17,
2022. "The examina-
tion is scheduled to be
held on Sunday, July
17, 2022, in 497 cities
across India.

Ethanol blending

Shillong: Union min-
ister Rameswar Teli
has said augmenting
ethanol blending in
fuel was critical for
the energy security of
the country as it
would help in reduc-
ing import of fuels.
Teli said exploration
for oil and natural gas
would start soon in
Meghalaya and other
states of the
Northeast, adding
that the Union gov-
ernment was focusing
on it with an aim to
make India a self-re-
liant country in ener-
gy requirements. The
minister of state for
petroleum and natu-
ral gas said work on
meeting the target of
10 per cent ethanol
blending in petrol was
on track.

Research centre 
Bengaluru: Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS) launched TCS
Pace Port Toronto, its
fifth global research
and co-innovation
centre. Spanning
16,000 square feet,
Pace Port Toronto pro-
vides companies with
access to the latest
technologies and
"breakthrough think-
ing" from TCS
Research labs, start-
ups, VCs, entrepre-
neurs, and academia
including the
University of Toronto
as well as TCS' net-
work of Pace Ports in
New York, Pittsburgh,
Amsterdam, and
Tokyo, a company
statement said on
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

With consumer price in-
flation remaining high,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said the government is
watchful of the price situ-
ation and will continue the
pointed attack on infla-
tion. Her remarks came
hours after official data
showed that retail infla-
tion in June eased to 7.01
per cent in June. The print
was lower than 7.04 per
cent recorded in May but
still higher than RBI's
comfort level of 6 per cent.
"As RBI has estimated, till
the start of the second half
of the (fiscal) year, both
RBI and government will
have to be mindful," she
told reporters here. India's
fiscal year is from April to
March and second half

would be from October.
"We will have to be mind-
ful and watchful how the
price movement is," she
said. "I will keep monitor-
ing (prices) item by item
for anything that goes hay-
wire. This pointed attack
on inflation will need to
continue."

The finance minister
also said a favourable
monsoon will lead to good
production and rural de-
mand. The government
has taken several steps in

the past to cool down
prices. These include re-
ducing excise duty on
petrol and diesel, banning
wheat exports, allowing
duty free import of certain
crude edible oil and revis-
ing duty structure on steel
and steel products.
Besides, the government
asked edible oil manufac-
turers to reduce rate
Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) of edible oils by Rs
15 per litre amid a fall in
global prices. Last week,
RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the
price situation will gradu-
ally improve in the second
half of the current fiscal
and the central bank
would continue to take
monetary measures to an-
chor inflation with a view
to achieving strong and
sustainable growth.

Govt watchful of price 
situation; pointed attack

on inflation to continue: FM

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

The new Australian gov-
ernment supports the trade
pact signed with India, and
they are expected to soon
approach their parliament
for approval of the agree-
ment, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal has said. India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) signed
in April needs ratification
by Australian parliament
before its implementation.
"I met minister Mr Don
Farrell, who looks after
trade in the new
(Australian) government,
and he has confirmed that
they will be taking the
Indus-ECTA to parliament
very soon and they support
the agreement and would
like to further expand their
engagement with India in
the months and years to
come," Goyal told PTI. The
agreement, once imple-
mented, will provide duty-
free access to the Australian
market for over 6,000 broad
sectors of India, including

textiles, leather, furniture,
jewellery and machinery.

Goyal had earlier said that
the agreement would help in
taking bilateral trade from
USD 27.5 billion at present to
USD 45-50 billion in the next
five years. Under the pact,
Australia is offering zero-
duty access to India for
about 96.4 per cent of ex-
ports (by value) from day
one. This covers many prod-
ucts that currently attract 4-
5 per cent customs duty in
Australia. Labour-intensive
sectors, which would gain
immensely include textiles
and apparel, few agricultur-
al and fish products, leather,
footwear, furniture, sports
goods, jewellery, machinery,
electrical goods and railway
wagons.

New Australian govt supports
trade pact with India: Goyal

Udaipur, Jul 13:  

Luxury carmaker Audi
has expanded its product
range in India with the
launch of the latest ver-
sion of its flagship model
A8 L priced at Rs 1.29 crore
(ex-showroom). In a late
evening event here on
Tuesday, the German au-
tomaker introduced the
fourth generation of the
model in two variants
Celebration Edition and
Technology, priced at Rs
1.29 crore and Rs 1.57
crore, respectively. Both
trims could be person-
alised as per the require-
ments of the customer.
While the Celebration
Edition is available as a
five-seater, the Technology
variant is in four and five-
seat configurations. "This
is our flagship model,
which is kind of a brand
shaper for us. We are fo-

cussing on personalisation
and customisation with
these cars so that every
unit is unique for the cus-
tomer," Audi India Head
Balbir Singh Dhillon told
PTI in an interaction.

The company has sold
many A8s across the coun-
try in the past as well and
now, the latest version has
been introduced for the
customers, he added. "A8 L
is a symbol of no-compro-
mise transport and the lat-

est model brings in even
more glamour, comfort
and technology. With the
new Audi A8 L, we are of-
fering our discerning cus-
tomers greater choice and
wider personalisation op-
tions as well," Dhillon
said. The needs of poten-
tial A8L customers are
changing as they look for
emotional and comfort-
able mobility experiences
that fit their individual
lifestyles, he added.

Audi expands product range, drives in
new A8 L sedan tagged at Rs 1.29 cr

New Delhi, Jul 13:  

Tata Motors on
Wednesday launched a
new variant of its compact
SUV Nexon with price
starting at Rs 9.75 lakh (ex-
showroom). The new vari-
ant, XM+(S), is placed be-
tween the XM (S) and the
XZ+ trims, and comes
with various additional
features like electric
sunroof, seven-
inch in-
fotain-
m e n t
s y s -
t e m
w i t h
a n -
d r o i d
auto and
apple car play, cooled glove
box, rear AC vents, rain
sensing wipers, auto head-
lamps, among others. "The
upward trajectory of
Nexon sales in the country
is backed by its immense
popularity, recognition
and our promise to deliver
the best to the customers,"
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Vice President
(Sales, Marketing and

Customer Care) Rajan
Amba said in a statement.
With more than 3.5 lakh
units on the road, it has
successfully marked its
place as the leading SUV
in India and has undoubt-
edly been the flag bearer of
Tata Motors' commitment
to safety, he added.
"Taking this momentum

ahead, we are
happy to introduce the fea-
ture-rich XM+(S) variant,
which will certainly diver-
sify our Nexon portfolio
further and draw newer
customers to our show-
room," Amba said. The
Nexon range comprises 62
variants across petrol and
diesel versions, catering to
a wide spectrum of con-
sumer needs, according to
the company.

Tata Motors launches new Nexon
trim priced at Rs 9.75 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 13:  

Hyundai Motor India
on Wednesday unveiled
an all-new version of its
range-topping SUV
Tucson. The fourth-gen-
eration version comes
with petrol and diesel
powertrains, mated with
six and eight-speed auto-
matic transmissions, re-
spectively. The petrol and
diesel trims feature two-
litre engines generating
an output of 156 PS and
186 PS of power, respec-
tively. The company is
planning to launch the
model early next month.
Hyundai Motor India MD
and CEO Unsoo Kim said
it is the opportune time
to bring in the model
with the premium SUV
segment, poised to grow
at a robust pace. "Tucson
has been a global best
seller for the company in

2021, winning the hearts
and minds of over 7 mil-
lion customers across the
world since its inception.
As the Indian market
continues to evolve, we
are witnessing high cus-
tomer traction for
Hyundai's premium
SUVs," he noted. The

company has sold 4.85
lakh units of the SUV
globally last year. The
new Tucson has been de-
veloped to exude an inno-
vative yet futuristic ap-
peal, while also reflecting
the company's premium
and upscale identity, Kim
said.

Hyundai unveils all-new
Tucson; launch next month

Hyundai Motor India Ltd. MD & CEO Unsoo Kim, Executive
Director Sales, Marketing & Service DH Park and Director-Sales,
Marketing & Service Tarun Garg at the launch of the new Hyundai
car Tucson, in New Delhi, Wednesday, July 13.

Rupee drops to
record low of 79.62
against US dollar

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

The rupee depreciated by
3 paise to close at a record
low of 79.62 (provisional)
against the US currency on
Wednesday following a firm
dollar in overseas markets
and losses in the domestic
stock markets. Crude oil
prices trading near USD 100
per barrel level, however,
supported the local unit,
forex dealers said. At the in-
terbank forex market, the
local unit opened strong at
79.55 against the greenback
but could not hold on to
gains and slipped in the
negative territory. It wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
79.53 and a low of 79.68. It fi-
nally settled at 79.62 (provi-
sional), down paise over its
previous close of 79.59. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, advanced
0.09 per cent to 108.17.

Ahmedabad, Jul 13: 

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd
(APSEZ), India's largest
integrated transport utili-
ty, has clocked a cargo
throughput of 100 MMT in
the first 99 days of FY23.
APSEZ hit this record vol-
ume on 8 July 2022. The
milestone is significant as
it demonstrates the rapid-
ly improving efficiency of
APSEZ, which needed a
year to achieve 100 MMT
cargo volume FY2014.

"In 2021, we stated our
ambition to emerge as the
world's largest private
port company and India's

largest integrated trans-
port utility by 2030," said
Mr Karan Adani, CEO and
Whole Time Director of
APSEZ. "When APSEZ's
operations spanned five
ports, it took 14 years for
the company to achieve
100 MMT of annual cargo
throughput.

In the following five
years and with operations
across nine ports, APSEZ
doubled cargo throughput
to 200 MMT. We then
achieved the milestone of
300 MMT in just three
years. We are now poised

to grow our cargo vol-
umes by 60% to 500 MMT
by 2025 and emerge as the
world's largest port opera-
tor by 2030."

The ability of APSEZ to
handle 100 MMT cargo
volume in less than one-
third time when com-
pared to the time taken in
2014 is driven by tech-
based innovations to inte-
grate conventional busi-
ness processes with new
age digital technologies.
Other major factors that
have catalysed APSEZ's
cargo highpoints are im-
proved efficiencies in fleet
and fuel management,
asset monitoring, mobili-
ty, operational intelli-
gence and performance
monitoring of the applica-
tions.

APSEZ has set itself a
target of 500 MMT of

cargo throughput by 2025.
In pursuit of this goal, the
company has consistently
raised its cargo through-
put year after year. It had
reached the 100 MMT
cargo throughput in 109
days last year.

The present growth in
cargo is supported by a
12% Y-o-Y jump in June
2022 at 31.88 MMT. Coal
volumes have continued
to show strong recovery of
25% over the previous
year. Compared to the pre-
vious year, other key seg-
ments that have led this
monthly surge are crude
at 17% and container at
6%. With a monthly
growth volume of 21%,
Mundra led this record
performance followed by
Hazira, Kattupalli &
Ennore combined, and
Dahej.

Adani Ports handles a record
100 MMT cargo in just 99 days
̈ Demonstrates steep

growth and scale of
operations with this
new milestone

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty re-
versed their early gains to
close lower on Wednesday
due to selling in oil & gas,
banking and IT stocks
amid weak trends in
European markets. The 30-
share BSE Sensex de-
clined by 372.46 points or
0.69 per cent to close at
53,514.15, extending its
falling streak to a third
day. The index opened
higher and touched the
day's high of 54,211.22
amid gains in Asian mar-
kets. However, it failed to
hold onto its gains and
dropped over 750 points to
touch a low of 53,455.26 as
European markets opened
lower.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined 91.65 points or
0.57 per cent to settle below
the 16,000 level at 15,966.65.

In the three sessions to
Wednesday, Sensex
dropped by 967 points or
1.7 per cent while Nifty fell
by 254 points. "Strong do-
mestic macro numbers
and a fall in crude prices
lifted Indian indices to
open in positive territory

while the gains were re-
strained by Europe's nega-
tive market trend. "Global
markets were in a bear grip
ahead of the release of the
US inflation data...," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex, Nifty fall for 3rd day on
selling in oil, banking & IT shares

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

Ten of UltraTech
Cement Limited's
Limestone mines have
been awarded a five-star
rating for sustainable
mine management, by the
Ministry of Mines and
Indian Bureau of Mines.
This was awarded for
FY2020-21, with a total of
ten 5-Star rating awards.
UltraTech Cement
Limited is India’s leading
cement and ready-mix-
concrete company.

Two of UltraTech’s
mines in Chattisgarh
were awarded a five-star

rating. These include
mines of Baikunth
Cement Works unit and
Rawan Cement Works
unit located near Raipur
in Chattisgarh. Both

Baikunth Cement Works
and Rawan Cement Works
are integrated cement
manufacturing units of
UltraTech Cement.

UltraTech was awarded

at the felicitation ceremo-
ny held at the 6thNational
Conclave on Mines &
Minerals (NCMM) on  July
12th, 2022 at New Delhi.
The five-star certificates
and trophies were given by
Pralhad Joshi, Union
Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, Coal and Mines,
and Raosaheb Patil Danve,
Minister of State
Railways, Coal and Mines.
The respective representa-
tives from the award win-
ning units were felicitated
in presence of Mr Joshi,
Mr Danve and along with
various other government
dignitaries.

10 UltraTech mines awarded 5-Star rating
for sustainable mine management New Delhi, Jul 13: 

Motorola  announced the
latest addition to their g se-
ries family with the launch
of moto g42. Undoubtedly,
the most stylish and premi-
um-looking smartphone in
the segment, the moto
g42bringsmany impressive
features to the table in this
price range.

The moto g42 uses
PMMA material for the
body, commonly known as
acrylic glass to give an
ultra-premium glass finish.
The smartphone is as light
as 174.5gms. It boasts a pre-
mium metal-based camera
module, an IP52 water re-
pellant design, andtwo
stunning color variants

Metallic Rose and Atlantic
Green, that are sure to turn
heads.

The moto g42 also fea-
tures a brilliant 6.4"
AMOLED punch-hole dis-
playwith Full HD+ resolu-
tion, up to 700 nits
brightnessandDCI-P3 color
gamutwhich supports 25%
more colours on the dis-
play enhancing the view-
ing experience. To comple-
ment the display, the moto
g42 features Stereo speak-
ers with Dolby Atmos®
support to amplify your
multimedia experience
even more.
Fromyourfavorite content
to timeless music, catch
every beat in crisp details
and greater depth.

Motorola launches Moto G42

W
ork on actress
Nayanthara 's
75th film, which

is being tentatively re-
ferred to as 'Lady
Superstar 75', began with
a simple puja in the city
on Tuesday.

The film, being pro-
duced by ZEE Studios,
Trident Arts and Naad
Studios, is being directed
by debutant Nilesh
Krishnaa.

Says Nilesh Krishnaa,
the writer and director of
this film, "I feel extremely
happy, blessed, and grate-
ful for the opportunity to
direct my maiden ven-
ture under Trident Arts
and Zee Studios, two pres-
tigious production hous-
es that have played a very
important role in elevat-
ing the stature of Indian
cinema in the last few
decades. "The fact that ac-

tress Nayanthara will be
leading this project as
its protagonist
feels very surre-
al. Sathyaraj sir,
Jai and Redin
Kingsley are also
part of our project.
As this is her 75th
film, I'm deeply
committed to de-
livering a film that
is worthy of the
trust and confi-
dence she has in
us. A large vol-
ume of what
I've learnt
a b o u t
filmmak-
ing comes
from director Shanker,
my guru, alma mater, and
mentor. My sincere salu-
tations to him, as we gear
up to walk the talk and
commence shooting,
soon."

Taapsee ‘disappointed’ to
find no women cricketers’ 
pictures at Lord’s, London

Bollywood actress Taapsee Pannu, who is set to portray
legendary cricketer Mithali Raj in her upcoming biopic

'Shabaash Mithu', shared that she felt disappointed at not
seeing a single picture of any female cricketer at the
MCC Museum in Lord's Cricket Ground, London, the
place known as the 'Mecca of Cricket'.
The makers of 'Shabaash Mithu' have shot certain
matches and segments of the film at Lord's Cricket
Ground where Taapsee strolled around the museum to
gain familiarity about the sport, the game's conduct
and history. Speaking about her experience shooting

at the Home of Cricket Taapsee expressed: "It's
beautiful, it's like a cricket museum, when I went
there I saw all the stuff, the pictures and the mem-
ories that they've kept there are beautiful to take
you back to the memory lane and make you
understand the evolution of cricket, but the
biggest disappointment for me in that stadium
was there was not a single picture of any

women cricketer."

ACROSS

1. Guy

5. ____ diver

10. Ramble

14. German mister

15. Concerned one

16. Genesis location

17. A great lake

18. Infuriate

19. "____ of the Rings"

20. Wander

21. Shad eggs

22. Come out

24. Loafed

26. Perceived

27. TV pooch

30. EMT's word

31. ____ span

34. Trade

38. Bossy Stooge

39. Small rivers

42. Play division

43. Military supplies

45. South American country

47. Dog docs

50. Theater walkways

51. Stick

54. Final inning, usually

56. Less far

57. Raggedy ____

58. Restless desire

62. Lofty

63. Elevate

65. Vex

66. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

67. Eyes

68. Faithful

69. Stride

70.

71. Kernel

DOWN

1. "Moonstruck" actress

2. Superman, e.g.

3. Pavarotti solo

4. Assumption

5. Actress ____ Johansson

6. Indian boat

7. Prodded

8. Hive resident

9. Apprehend

10. Eases up

11. Perfumes

12. Brink

13. Concluded

23. "Oh, give ____ home..." (2 wds.)

25. Uproars

27. Buddhist monk

28. Tiny particle

29. Mushroom part

30. Stocking mishap

32. Deferred savings accts.

33. "____ the ramparts..."

35. Bawl

36. Common skin problem

37. School gps.

40. Cruelty

41. Bad mood

44. Partly cover

46. Summer tops (hyph.)

48. Browning's "before"

49. Fright

51. Poker stakes

52. Handed out cards

53. Oscar winner ____ Berry

54. Metal spikes

55. Map detail

59. Grow weary

60. Hint for Holmes

61. Listen to

64. Mature
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Today, Aquarius, you could receive an
affectionate, supportive letter or phone
call from someone close to you.
Communications with others should go
smoothly, and intelligent conversations
could well take place. A favorite author,
musician, or actor could release a new
book, album, or movie that you'll want to
jump on right away. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your financial affairs could look especially
rosy now, Pisces. Some benefits are defi-
nitely coming your way, although every-
thing isn't quite as promising as it seems.
You could well find yourself with less than
you were hoping for. Think of whatever
gain may be coming as something extra,
but don't count on it. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be happier than usual with
what you see in the mirror, Aries,
because your inner beauty is more visi-
ble than usual. You could also feel espe-
cially sociable. Both old friends and new
should find your company especially
congenial. Romance blossoms, although
there's a slight tendency today to see
partners through rose-colored glasses. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might find yourself more
inclined than usual to actively explore
your interests in the arts, Taurus. You
might want to look at an online art
gallery or attend a virtual concert or
play. Your interest could be in the moti-
vations of the artists as much as the
works themselves. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A female friend you haven't seen for a
while could surprise you with a call. A lot of
interesting news and useful information
could be exchanged that benefits both of
you. You may make a number of short jour-
neys throughout the day, Gemini, as you
have a lot that needs doing. A small
increase in income could also be in the
works. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

With the current aspects at play, Cancer,
you could find that the hard work you've
done in the past finally brings financial
rewards. This will make you very happy,
but don't get carried away and go on a
spending spree! Treat yourself a little.
Celebrate with a friend, if possible. Take
care to exercise a little good sense. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today, Leo, you might find yourself think-
ing longingly of exotic lands and possibly
traveling to them in the future. You could
also wonder about the people who live in
those countries. Romantic daydreams
may distract you from your day-to-day
business, so it's important to stay
focused. Read travel books and rent trav-
el videos. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small sum of money could come your
way today, Virgo. It could be that some-
one pays you what's owed you, or you
could win a small amount in a lottery. You
might find a $20 bill lying in the street!
Sex and romance are very much on your
mind. If you can't get together with a part-
ner this evening, you might curl up with a
steamy novel or watch a romantic video.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your romantic side is flying high today,
Libra. The opposite sex in general and
your own partner in particular are going
to seem especially attractive to you. You
could also see in an entirely different light
someone you think of as a friend. An
increasingly busy social life in the future
is possible, so expect to hear rumblings
about parties or other social events.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your romantic side is flying high today,
Libra. The opposite sex in general and
your own partner in particular are going
to seem especially attractive to you. You
could also see in an entirely different light
someone you think of as a friend. An
increasingly busy social life in the future
is possible, so expect to hear rumblings
about parties or other social events.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Romantic feelings blossom today,
Sagittarius. You may suddenly appear
more attractive than usual. Lovers and
potential lovers may seem unusually
attentive. You could also be feeling very
creative, and you might want to try your
hand at poetry or fiction. Reading roman-
tic novels or seeing romantic movies
could also be appealing.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You could wake up this morning, look
around, and decide you want to spend as
much time as possible working on your
home, Capricorn. You could be bored
with the decor and want to make some
changes. Spend the day coming up with
ideas and then tonight try to analyze the
situation and see what's feasible now. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
ce cream undoubtedly
is everyone’s all-time
favourite. Everyone

has the sweetest child-
hood memories associat-
ed with it. Whether sum-
mers or winters, a scoop
of their favourite ice
cream flavour lifts a
gloomy day. On National
Ice Cream Day, these
artists from &TV talk
about their favourite ice
cream flavours from
their hometowns. It in-
cludes Mouli Ganguly
(Mahasati Anusuya, Baal
Shiv), Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava
(Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai). Vidisha
Srivastava, Anita Bhabi
in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, shares, “Indians
love the distinct flavours
and textures of Banarasi
ice cream, which is high-
ly popular there.
Banarasi Kulfi is one of
my favourites, and my
favourite flavour is Kesar.
It is significantly more
delicious and creamier,
unlike western cuisines.
In my hometown, it is tra-
ditionally served with
'Falooda', a sweet thin

vermicelli noodle.
Falooda and kulfi are like
regional ice cream.
Everyone appreciates it
on Varanasi's ghats. I feel
like visiting several of
my favourite Kulfi sites
every day, but then calo-

ries come to my mind
(laughs)”. Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

&TV artists reveal their
favourite ice cream flavours P

laying the role of a
head-strong Pallavi
who is a single moth-

er, Rajshree Thakur of
Sony Entertainment
Television's 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan' has garnered
much appreciation from
the fans. With a promising
narrative, the show delves
into the life of an es-
tranged couple, Nikhil and
Pallavi, who are driven
apart by ego and how they
face their own set of chal-
lenges with single parent-
ing while battling their ob-
stacles from their past.
Starring opposite Cezanne
Khan who plays the role of
Nikhil, the duo play an es-
tranged couple with five
children, Harsh, Manna,
Barkha, Badal and Gagan.

In the on-going track of
the show, chaos reigns over
Pallavi's house in Meerut
after Nikhil's arrival, as the
children are getting to
know each other. Hate is
something that is strongly
felt by the children,
whether it be Harsh
(Keshav Mehta) hurting
his mother, Pallavi, by tak-
ing it out on his brother
Gagan (Gautam Ahuja) or
Manna (Mehak Ghai) try-
ing to hurt her mother by
self-harming or Barkha
throwing fit after calling
off her engagement with
Ishaan. And adding on to

the drama, Nikhil has also
bought Pallavi's cafe,
'Amma's Kitchen', making
her the Head Chef in the
restaurant now named
'Nick J'. Yet, even after
being in the eye of the
storm, Pallavi stands tall,
ready to confront whatever
comes her way.

Talking about the strong
headed personality of
Pallavi, actress Rajshree

Thakur shares her views
about her character saying,
"Pallavi simply inspires
me. She has been through
so much and is still going
through so much turmoil
in her life and yet, she
stands with her head held
high. In the narrative that
viewers are watching cur-
rently, Pallavi is stuck be-
tween two worlds, and both
are engulfing her.

Nayanthara’s 75th
film begins with puja

‘Pallavi is resilient, much like me’

Tejasswi, Karan
predict ‘Baarish
Aayi Hain’ to be
a chartbuster

T
he much-loved TV actors
and real-life couple
Tejasswi Prakash and

Karan Kundrra, who are gear-
ing up for their new music
video 'Baarish Aayi Hain' said
that they are expecting the
song to be a superhit.

Produced by VYRL
Originals, the song is per-
formed by Shreya Ghoshal and
Stebin Ben.

Talking about appearing in
the music video Tejasswi said:
"It's really encouraging to see
the response of our fans on the
song even before its released. I
believe it will be this season's
best monsoon song. Working
with Shreya Ghoshal, Stebin
Ben, and VYRL Originals
makes me feel fortunate. I can
only hope that this song is
loved and appreciated by the
people, like the past two
Baarish songs had, by VYRL
Originals."

Earlier, the music label re-
leased two beautiful music
videos that achieved huge suc-
cess. Last year (2021) VYRL
Originals produced 'Baarish
Ban Jana' featuring Hina
Khan and Shaheer Sheikh. In
2020 the label released
'Baarish' featuring Shivangi
Joshi and Mohsin Khan. The
new song is part of their
Baarish song franchise.

"Baarish Aayi Hai is a beau-
tiful song. The last two Baarish
songs of VYRL Originals were
chartbusters, and we are ex-
pecting that this song will com-
plete the hat trick," added
Karan Kundrra.
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London, Jul 13 (PTI):

A confident Indian team
looks set to overpower
England with yet another
dominant show in the sec-
ond ODI at the Lord's on
Thursday despite Virat
Kohli's dodgy groin and
dismal form.

The former India cap-
tain, who is enduring a pro-
longed bad patch, missed
the first game due to groin
strain and it is still not
clear if he is fit for the sec-
ond game.

Kohli's poor show, how-
ever, hasn't affected the
team much as it is playing
extremely well in the
white-ball games. After
clinching the T20 series 2-1,
it cantered to a convincing
10-wicket victory in the
opening ODI.

While the negative as-
pect of Kohli's absence is
not getting a solid show
from country's premier
batter in pressure games,
on the flip side, his poor
form is an opportunity for
others to show that they
can win games on their
own or at least own the big
stage like Suryakumar
Yadav did in final T20
International at
Nottingham.

"I wasn't playing in the
last T20 game and he
(Kohli) didn't play today
(Tuesday). I don't have an

update on his injury," was
all that first match's hero
Jasprit Bumrah said when
asked about former skip-
per's availability for the
second game.

Groin strain can easily
aggravate into a proper
tear if the player rushes
himself into the thick of
things. A quick single or a
swift turnaround during a
double can unknowingly
worsen a player's condition
if he takes field without
being hundred percent fit.
At times, some injuries are
blessing in disguise for the
team management in order
to avoid a tough call and

Kohli's groin strain could
just be that.

Rohit Sharma and his
men will hope that the
pitch at the Lord's plays
like Oval, where conditions
helped them get lateral
movement both in the air
and off the track.

With Bumrah in the
form of his life and the
ever dependable
Mohammed Shami ready
to torment the opposition
with his bagful of tricks,
skipper Rohit will focus
more on Shreyas Iyer and
his ever compounding
problems facing the short
ball. The bowlers around

the globe have sorted Iyer
out with short-pitched stuff
and his predictable trigger
movement towards the leg-
stump in an attempt to
make room is no longer
paying dividends.

A player of Deepak
Hooda's calibre is being
made to sit out in formats
because of reputation of
some players and hence
Iyer will feel the heat.

The conditions in Oval
would have been a great
learning experience for the
flamboyant Mumbaikar
but the skipper himself
with a wide array of hori-
zontal bat shots ensured

that Iyer could just cool his
heels in the confines of the
Indian dressing room dur-
ing the series-opener.

For Rohit, the 58-ball-76
is some kind of reassur-
ance that his process has
been spot-on and that he
can play the high-risk pull-
shot with successful per-
centage. A confident cap-
tain can make bold yet pru-
dent decisions and runs
under his belt will allow
Rohit to be more adventur-
ous with his decision at the
Lord's.

A batting line-up com-
prising Jos Buttler, Joe
Root, Ben Stokes, Jonny
Bairstow, Jason Roy and
Liam Livingstone can
scare the daylights out of
any bowling attack but at
the Oval, the tables turned
180 degree on a seamer-
friendly conducive surface.

The Lord's has tradition-
ally been a batting belter
but when it comes to rookie
bowlers like Prasidh
Krishna, it will also be
about adjusting to the fa-
mous slope of the Lord's
ground. There are bowlers,
who prefer bowling up the
slope and some the other
way round. Managing the
slope is key to success at
Lord's but the current
Indian team is on a roll and
might just complete anoth-
er series win with mini-
mum fuss.

Kohli still doubtful as India
eye another series win

Changwon, Jul 13 (PTI):

The duo of Mehuli
Ghosh and Shahu Tushar
Mane bagged India's sec-
ond gold medal in the 10m
Air Rifle Mixed Team final
at the ongoing ISSF
Shooting World Cup here
on Wednesday.

In the 10m Air Pistol
mixed event, the Indian
pair of Palak and Shiva
Narwal bagged bronze
after clinching the third
place play-off.

The in-form duo of
Mehuli and Tushar out-
smarted the Hungarian
pair of Eszter Meszaros
and Istvan Pen 17-13 in an
evenly poised match-up.

The third and fourth

place went to shooters
from Israel and Czech
Republic respectively.

This is Tushar's maiden
gold for India at the senior
level while Mehuli bagged
her second yellow metal,
having won her first at the
2019 South Asian Games
in Kathmandu.

In the mixed Air Pistol
event, Palak and Shiva
thrashed Kazakhstan's
Irina Loktionova and
Valeriy Rakhimzhan 16-0,
in what turned out to be a
one-sided clash.

With the impressive re-
sults on Wednesday, India
have now climbed up to
the second position behind
leaders Serbia, with two
gold and 1 bronze medal.

Dubai, Jul 13 (PTI):

Fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah has regained the
top spot in the ICC men's

ODI Player
Rankings after
f a s h i o n i n g
India's 10-wicket

win over England
with a career-best
haul of six for 19 in

the first game at
The Oval.
Bumrah had lost the

top spot to New Zealand's
Trent Boult in February
2020 after being No. 1 for
most of the preceding two
years. He has been at the
top for a total of 730 days,
more than any other
Indian and the ninth-most
in history.

Bumrah, who has been
No. 1 in T20Is in the past
and is currently at a ca-
reer-best third position in
Tests, is only the second
Indian fast bowler after
Kapil Dev to be No. 1 in the
ODI rankings.

Maninder Singh, Anil
Kumble and Ravindra
Jadeja are the other India
bowlers to have attained
top ranking.

Bumrah's new-ball
partner Mohammad
Shami too has gained
after grabbing three for

31 and playing his
role in skit-
t l i n g
England out

for 110 in 25.2
overs.

Shami has progressed
three slots to reach joint-
23rd position along with
team-mate Bhuvneshwar
Kumar.

In batting chart, captain
Rohit Sharma has bridged
the gap with third-placed
Virat Kohli to just one rat-
ing point after his brisk 76
not out helped India chase
down the target in just 18.4
overs, while left-hander
Shikhar Dhawan inched
up one slot to 12th position
after his unbeaten 31.

In the latest weekly
rankings update that also
considers performances in
the first two Ireland ver-
sus New Zealand matches,
and the first West Indies
versus Bangladesh match,
England captain Jos
Buttler has moved up one
slot to 24th after top-scor-
ing for England with 30.

Bangladesh captain
Tamim Iqbal (up one place
to 19th), New Zealand's
Tom Latham (up one place
to 21st) and Ireland's
Harry Tector (up 10 places
to 34th) are the others to
move up the ODI rankings
for batters, while
Bangladesh spinner
Mehidy Hasan (up two
places to sixth) and New
Zealand fast bowler Lockie
Ferguson (re-entered at
18th) are the other notable
gainers among bowlers.

In the ICC men's T20I
Player Rankings, India
batter Suryakumar Yadav
has gained 44 slots to
reach a career-best fifth
position after his valiant
117 in the final match of a
three-T20I series against
England.

Bumrah back to No.1 in
ICC ODI Player Rankings

Mehuli-Tushar clinches
second gold for India
Palak, Shiva sign off with Bronze

Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI):

Ace India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin be-
lieves that ODI cricket
needs to find its relevance
as the 50-over format is
turning out to be an ex-
tended form of T20 cricket
without "ebbs and flows".

Bilateral ODIs across the
globe is fast losing rele-
vance and some like for-
mer India head coach Ravi
Shastri want more fran-
chise-based T20 leagues
than these kind of series.

"It's a question of rele-
vance and I think ODI
cricket needs to find its rel-
evance. It needs to find its
spot," Ashwin, who has 151

wickets in 113 ODIs, said
on the upcoming show of
the 'Vaughany and Tuffers
Cricket club podcast'.

The podcast is hosted by
former England captain
Maichael Vaughan and left-
arm spinner Phil Tuffnell.

"The greatest beauty of
one day cricket is sorry
was the ebbs and flows of
the game. People used to
bide their time and take
the game deep. The one-day
format used to be a format
where bowlers had a say,"
added the 35-year-old.

Ashwin, himself a
"cricket nut" admitted that
he switched his TV off
after a point while watch-
ing an ODI game. "Even me

as a cricket badger and a
cricket nut, I switch off the
TV after a point and that's
frankly very scary for the
format of the game. When
those ebbs and flows go
missing, it's not cricket
anymore. It is just an ex-
tended form of T20," he
maintained.

Currently, two new balls
are used in an ODI innings
but Ashwin pushed for re-
turning to the old format
where one was ball used,
saying it would then be an
even contest.

"I think one ball is some-
thing that would work and
spinners would come into
the game to bowl more at
the back end. Reverse
swing might come back in,
which is crucial for the
game," the tweaker, who
has 442 Test wickets,
added. Ashwin's comments
have come at a time when
South Africa decided to
withdraw from the ODI se-
ries in Australia, which
was scheduled to be played
in January because of
crammed schedule and
launch of its domestic T20
competition.

"I would also say we need
to go back to the ball we
used around 2010. I don't
think we use the same ones
anymore," the off-spinner
signed off.

ODI cricket needs to find
its relevance: Ashwin

Brisbane, Jul 13 (AP):

Australia is likely to get
the competition points from
a cancelled three-game lim-
ited-overs international se-
ries after South Africa with-
drew because of a crammed
schedule and the launch of
its domestic Twenty20 com-
petition.

Cricket Australia on
Wednesday said the sched-
uled ODIs in January in
Hobart, Sydney and Perth
against South Africa had
been scrapped and dates
and venues for other inter-
national matches were re-
vised.

The ODI series was to be
part of the International
Cricket Council's Super
League which determines
direct qualification for the
50-over World Cup in 2023.

"Given these games will
not be played before the
qualification cut-off date in

May, (South Africa) has
agreed that Australia will
be awarded the competition
points pending ICC ap-
proval," Cricket Australia
said in a statement.

Cricket South Africa is
set to launch at new domes-
tic Twenty20 league in
January and wanted its
leading players available
for the tournament.

Australia will host South
Africa in a three-test series
starting in Brisbane on Dec.
17 and scheduled to end in
Sydney on Jan. 8.

Before then, Australia
will host Zimbabwe, New
Zealand, West Indies and
England in white-ball series
from late August ahead of
the Twenty20 World Cup
from Oct. 16-Nov. 13. The
Australians will then play
England in a three-game
ODI series and West Indies
in a two-test series in Perth
and Adelaide.

South Africa pulls out of scheduled
ODI series in Australia

Singapore, Jul 13 (PTI):

Indian shuttlers Mithun
Manjunath and Ashmita
Chaliha notched up stunning
wins over their illustrious ri-
vals to hog the limelight on the
second day of the Singapore
Open Super 500 tournament
here on Wednesday.

While Mithun recorded a
stunning 21-17 15-21 21-18 win
over compatriot and World
championships silver medal-
list Kidambi Srikanth in men's
singles, Ashmita shocked
Thailand's world number 12
Busanan Ongbamrungphan
21-16 21-11 in women's singles.
The world No. 77 Mithun, a
product of the Prakash
Padukone Badminton
Academy, will next take on
Ireland's Nhat Nguyen, while
Ashmita faces China's Han

Yue. For two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu and man-

in-form HS Prannoy, it was also
a good day in office as the two

also progressed to the second
round with facile wins. Sindhu

looked in complete control as
she prevailed 21-15 21-11 over
Belgium world No. 36 Lianne
Tan to set up a clash with
Vietnam's Thuy Linh Nguyen.
Prannoy, who had reached the
semifinals at Malaysia Masters
last week, saw off Thailand's
Sitthikom Thammasin 21-13 21-
16 and will next meet third
seeded Chou Tien Chen, whom
he had beaten at Malaysia
Open recently.

London Olympics bronze
medallist Saina Nehwal also
avenged her India Open loss to
compatriot Malvika Bansod
with a 21-18 21-14 win to make it
to the second round.
Manjunath, who had reached
the finals of Orleans Masters
Super 100 in April this year,
came out all guns blazing as he
dominated the opening game
after taking an early 6-2 lead.
He kept Srikanth at bay to com-
fortably seal the opening game.

Mithun, Ashmita register stunning victories in Singapore Open
̈ Sindhu, Prannoy too win

India trump
Pakistan in latest

ICC ODI Team
Rankings

Dubai, Jul 13 (PTI):

India have moved to the third
spot, surpassing Pakistan in the
ICC ODI Team Rankings after
their emphatic win in the first
game of the three-match series
against England at The Oval.
India were placed fourth with
105 points but the 10-wicket win
on Tuesday propelled them to
108 rating points, leaving
Pakistan behind at 106 in the lat-
est chart.
New Zealand continue to reign
supreme at the top of the table
with 126 rating points, while
England are second with 122.
Pakistan had pushed India down
to the No. 4 spot in the rankings
last month after a clean sweep
over the West Indies. It also
helped that Australia slipped
after their series loss in Sri
Lanka. However, their stay at
No. 3 has been a short one, with
India claiming the spot.
India could stretch their lead
even further with the two
remaining ODIs against England
and the three-match series
against West Indies later this
month.
Conversely, India could drop
back behind Pakistan and down
to fourth if they lose the final
two matches of the series
against England.
Pakistan's next ODI assignment
is in Rotterdam against the
Netherlands next month, with
Babar Azam's team scheduled to
play three 50-over matches dur-
ing a five-day period.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

World Cup winning for-
mer India captain Eoin
Morgan, who recently re-
tired from international
cricket, will be back on the
field when he competes in
the second season of the
Legends League Cricket.

Morgan will thus join
former India opener
Virender Sehwag, Pathan
brothers -- Irfan and Yusuf,
Australia's Brett Lee, Sri
Lanka's Muttiah
Muralitharan in the
league, which will return
in September with four

teams and 110
International players on
board.

"It feels great and I am
super excited to be part of
Legends. I am looking for-
ward to play in season 2,"
Morgan, who had cap-
tained England to the 2019
World Cup win, said in a
release.

The first season of tour-
nament had former crick-
eters from India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Australia,
England divided into three
teams representing India,
Asia and Rest of the
World.

Eoin Morgan to play in
Legends League Cricket

Patna, July 13 (PTI): 

RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav's faltering speech at
a function attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has provided fresh
ammunition to his baiters.

The leader of the oppo-
sition had fumbled badly
in the course of his ad-
dress at the Bihar assem-
bly premises here on
Tuesday. His address had
lasted barely 15 minutes.

State BJP spokesman
Arvind Kumar Singh
came out with a statement
on Wednesday charging
the former deputy chief
minister with having
"brought disgrace to
Bihar" and blamed it on
Yadav's "lack of educa-
tion", an allusion to his
being a high school
dropout.

"On the occasion of
Guru Purnima, we salute
the teachers of Tejashwi

Yadav who does not have
enough skills to read out
from a text ... We can imag-
ine how competent he will
be if he comes to power",
Singh said sarcastically.

The RJD leader was also
viciously trolled on social
media where users shared
portions of the speech
where he struggled.

A sense of unease was
visible as Yadav, a fiery or-
ator whenever he speaks
extempore, read out from a
prepared text though it
contained headlines-grab-

bing points like request for
Bharat Ratna for late so-
cialist leader Karpoori
Thakur and setting up of a
"school of democracy and
legislative studies" in
Bihar where Vaishali, the
seat of the world's oldest
known republic, is located.

It was the first occasion
for the 32-year-old leader to
share the dais with the
prime minister, who was
in the city on Tuesday on
the occasion of centenary
celebrations of Bihar
Assembly.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

At least 10 houses were
damaged due to a land-
slide in Gajapati district
while major roads in
Malkangiri and Kalahandi
districts had been inundat-
ed and damaged due to
overnight downpour even
as the IMD forecast heavy
to very rainfall in nine
southern Odisha districts
in next 48 hours.

This apart, many areas
in Odisha were battered by
heavy to very heavy rain,
leading to water logging in
many places, the Met of-
fice said on Tuesday ex-
plaining that this was due
to a low pressure system
(Lopar) forming on

Monday. We have forecast
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in nine southern dis-
tricts which could cause
further landslide in hilly
areas and inundation of
roads and agricultural
fields. Orange warning
has been issued for nine
districts, said Met office
scientist U S Dash.

The districts which
were issued orange warn-
ing for Wednesday were:
Koraput, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur, Nuapada,
Kalahandi, Kandhamal,
Bolangir, Ganjam and
Nayagarh. Similarly,
Yellow Warning (Heavy
rainfall) are very likely to
occur at one or two places
over the districts of

Rayagada, Gajapati,
Khurda, Puri, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Boudh,
Sonepur, Bargarh, Angul,
Dhenkanal and Keonjhar.
This apart, Light to mod-
erate rain or thunder-
shower very likely to
occur at most places over
the districts of Odisha,
IMD said in a bulletin.

A report from Gajapati
district said that at least 10
houses have been badly af-
fected due to landslide at
Nuapali village under
Nuagada block of Gajapati
district. Though there has
been no loss of life as peo-
ple left their houses imme-
diately after seeing land
slide, properties were lost,
a district level official said.

The heavy rainfall has
thrown life out of gear in
Motu area of Malkangiri
district boirdering
Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. The road
communication between
Malkangiri to Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh has been dis-
rupted as rainwater up to
a height of six to eight feel
was flowing on the road,
an official said.

The rain water was also
seen flowing over major
roads in Kalahandi dis-
trict. The Met advised fish-
er folk not to venture into
the sea off Odisha coast's
adjoining areas of west-
central and northwest Bay
of Bengal till Saturday.

‘Militancy won’t end till govt wins
hearts of Kashmiri people’

Srinagar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Militancy in Kashmir
will not end until the gov-
ernment wins the hearts
of the people in the Valley
and seeks a solution by
talking to Pakistan,
National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah said
on Wednesday.
Condemning the killing of
a police officer by mili-
tants in the city on
Tuesday, he said people
will keep on dying till a so-
lution to the Kashmir
issue is found.

The caravan of militan-
cy will not end. Their
(BJP) ministers and other
leaders issue statements
that it has ended, but I
want to tell them that this
will not end till you do not
try to win the hearts of the
people of Kashmir and
seek its solution after talk-

ing to our neighbouring
country, Abdullah told re-
porters at party headquar-
ters Nawa-i-Subah' here.

Abdullah, who is the
Lok Sabha MP from
Srinagar, condemned the
killing of assistant sub-in-
spector of police Mushtaq
Ahmad in the Lal Bazar
area of the city. His son
was killed in 2020 by mili-
tary (in an encounter). It is
unfortunate that he
(Ahmad) was killed by mil-

itants. We do not know
who the killer is and who
the saviour of the people
here is. This is strange. We
all condemn it and pray for
him. We also pray for the
family to bear this loss, he
said. The NC president
sought a handsome com-
pensation from the admin-
istration for the slain po-
liceman's family so that
they live with dignity.

Asked about the situa-
tion in Sri Lanka and
whether something like
that can happen in India,
Abdullah said anything
can happen . God save us.
We pray that we do not
have to face such a situa-
tion. We also pray for the
people of Sri Lanka that
God take them out of these
difficult times they are in.
Also, may God let this gov-
ernment understand the
situation so that they take

steps to avoid it here, he
said. In response to a ques-
tion on family planning,
Abdullah said whether the
government targets a par-
ticular community or any-
one else, it should under-
stand that India is a coun-
try with diversity.

This is a diverse coun-
try. Nothing is similar be-
tween Tamil Nadu and
Kashmir -- not food, not
culture, not language, not
even weather -- but what
keeps us together is that
we have to progress to-
gether, and remove pover-
ty, diseases and adversity.
The biggest aim was unity
of India. We have to make
diversity stronger, then
only will there be unity. If
we try to break this diver-
sity, then this country will
fall into misery and it will
be very difficult to take it
out from there, he added.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  THURSDAY,  JULY  14,  2022

Farooq Abdullah

People try to shield themselves from monsoon rain in Mathura district, Wednesday.
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Devotees play instruments during a religious procession in memory of their guru Sanatan Goswami on the occasion of
Guru Purnima, in Mathura district, Wednesday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Tejashwi faces ridicule for
fumbling before Modi

Aryan Khan
gets back his

passport
Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI): A
special court in Mumbai
on Wednesday allowed the
plea of Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan's son
Aryan Khan, who has got
a clean chit from the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the last year's
'drugs-on-cruise' case,
seeking the return of his
passport. Aryan Khan had
submitted his passport be-
fore the court as part of
his bail conditions. He was
arrested in October last
year in the high-profile
drugs case. However, in its
charge sheet filed in May,
the probe agency did not
name him as an accused.
The NCB let off Aryan
Khan and five others due
to "lack of sufficient evi-
dence".

DGCA hopes ‘sick leave
protest’ at IndiGo, Go

First will end soon
New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):
As maintenance techni-
cians at IndiGo and Go
First continue to remain
on sick leave in protest
against low salaries, avia-
tion regulator DGCA on
Wednesday said it hopes
the situation will improve
soon. IndiGo said it is in
process of addressing
some of the issues related
to employee remuneration
and asserted that its flight
operations continue to be
normal. In a statement on
'sick leave protest', the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said, "We are closely moni-
toring the situation. As of
now, operations are nor-
mal. Hopefully, it will be re-
solved shortly." IndiGo has
started taking disciplinary
action against the aircraft
maintenance technicians
(AMTs) who went on mass
sick leave in the last six
days protesting against low
pay, sources said.

Heavy rain causes landslide, 
inundates major roads in Odisha 

‘I’m a ‘sevak’, my govt for all-round
development of Maharashtra’

Thane, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Wednesday said he was
a "sevak" and his govern-
ment was committed to
the all-round development
of the state as well as wel-
fare of its citizens.

Shinde also said that the
decisions being taken now
for the welfare of the peo-
ple, should have been
taken two-and-a-half-years
back, but since that did
not happen, 50 MLAs had
to unite and take a stand.

He was referring to Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray's announce-
ment made on Tuesday

about his party's sup-
port to the National
Democratic Alliance's
Presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu.

Shinde was interact-
ing with reporters at
Anand Ashram in the
city after paying trib-
utes to late Shiv Sena
leader and his mentor
Anand Dighe on the
occasion of Guru
Purnima.

When asked about
NCP president Sharad
Pawar's recent remark
that he wanted the
Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress to contest
the future elections to-
gether as the Maha

Vikas Aghadi (MVA),
the chief minister
said, "Pawar is a big
leader. The 50 MLAs,
who are in my camp
and with the present
alliance (with the
BJP), all of us are aim-
ing to develop the
state. Hence, we do not
want to get into any
politics."

"My government
wants to ensure that
the lives of the people
of the state are im-
proved. The citizens
should feel that it is
their government. I
am a 'sevak' (servant)
and will remain one
till the end. I will walk

on the path shown by late
Shiv Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray and Anand
Dighe by following their
principles," he said.

When asked about
Thackeray announcing
his party's support to
Murmu, Shinde said the
Shiv Sena MPs wanted it.

"Even we, the 50 (rebel)
MLAs, have already de-
clared our backing to
Murmu. The support
being given to Murmu
from all quarters is being
welcomed at all levels and
by everyone. Even the sup-
port given by Uddhav
Thackeray to her is being
welcomed from all quar-
ters," he added.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
pays floral tribute to Shiv Sena founder
Balasaheb Thackeray on the occasion of
Guru Purnima, in Mumbai, Wednesday.



Acid attack 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: A woman
was seriously injured
after some unidentified
miscreants allegedly
hurled acid on her in
Odisha's Cuttack district
on Wednesday, police
said. The incident took
place at Nuapatana vil-
lage under Tigiria police
station area in Cuttack
district at around 4 am
when the 36-year-old
woman was on her morn-
ing walk, the police said.

Collapse
DDhhaannbbaadd:: Four workers
were killed after an under-
construction railway
underpass collapsed in
Jharkhand's Dhanbad dis-
trict, officials said on
Wednesday. Six workers
engaged by a private con-
tractor were working at
the site near Chhatakuli
village under Baliapur
police station area, around
15 km from Dhanbad dis-
trict headquarters.

Extend
HHiissaarr:: The Gorakhdham
Superfast Express train
that runs between
Gorakhpur and Hisar will
be extended up to
Bathinda station from
July 14, Indian Railways
announced on
Wednesday. A spokesman
of North-Western Railway
here said that train num-
ber 12555 Gorakhpur-
Bathinda Gorakhdham
Superfast Express will
leave Gorakhpur at 4.35
pm every day from
Thursday and reach
Bathinda via Hisar-Sirsa
the next day at 12.40 pm.

Watery grave
AAnnuuppppuurr:: Three children of a
family drowned in a water-
filled pit in Madhya
Pradesh's Anuppur district
on Wednesday, police said.
The incident occurred at
Kurihatola village. Kotma
police station in-charge Ajay
Baiga said that two sisters,
aged four and eight years,
and a six-year-old boy who
was their cousin had gone
to the family's fields with
their grandfather.

Shut
PPaallgghhaarr:: In light of the
heavy rains in
Maharashtra's Palghar dis-
trict, the district adminis-
tration declared a holiday
for all educational institu-
tions on Thursday, an offi-
cial said. As the India
Meteorological
Department forecast
heavy rainfall in the dis-
trict on Wednesday and
Thursday, district collector
Dr Manik Gursal issued an
order in this regard.
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Rescue personnel at work after
a landslide triggered by heavy

monsoon rains, in Vasai,
Maharashtra, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

People in the 18-59 age
group will get free precau-
tion doses of the Covid
vaccine at government
vaccination centres under
a 75-day special drive like-
ly to begin from July 15, of-
ficial sources said on
Wednesday.

The drive, aimed at
boosting the uptake of
Covid precaution doses,
will be held as part of the
government's Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary
of India's Independence,
they said.

So far, less than 1 per
cent of the target popula-

tion of 77 crore in the 18-59
age group have been ad-
ministered the precaution
dose. However, around 26
per cent of the estimated
16 crore eligible popula-
tion aged 60 and above as
well as healthcare and
frontline workers have re-
ceived the booster dose, an
official source said.

"A majority of the
Indian population got
their second dose over
nine months ago. Studies
at ICMR (Indian Council of

Medical Research) and
other international re-
search institutions have
suggested that antibody
levels wane around six
months after the primary
vaccination with both
doses... giving a booster in-
creases the immune re-
sponse," the official said.

"The government is
therefore planning to start
a special drive for 75 days
during which individuals
aged between 18 and 59
years will be administered
precaution doses for free
at government vaccina-
tion centres starting from
July 15," he said.

The Union Health
Ministry last week re-
duced the gap between the
second and precaution
dose of COVID-19 vaccine
for all beneficiaries from
nine to six months. This

followed a recommenda-
tion from the National
Technical Advisory Group
on Immunization
(NTAGI). To accelerate the
pace of vaccination and
encourage booster shots,
the government initiated
the second round of the
'Har Ghar Dastak cam-
paign 2.0' across states and
UTs on June 1. The two-
month programme is cur-
rently underway.

According to govern-
ment data, 96 per cent of
India's population has
been administered the
first dose of Covid vaccine
while 87 per cent of the
people have taken both
doses.

On April 10 this year,
India began administering
precaution doses of
COVID-19 vaccines to all
aged above 18 years.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday allowed Chinese
smartphone maker Vivo to
operate its various bank ac-
counts frozen by the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with a money-
laundering probe subject to
furnishing of a bank guar-
antee of Rs 950 crore within
a week with the agency.

Justice Yashwant Varma
also directed the company to
give details to ED about its
remittances and issued no-
tice to the investigating
agency on Vivo's plea seek-
ing quashing of the order
freezing its various bank ac-
counts.

ED contended that
presently the proceeds of
crime have been quantified

to Rs 1200 crore. The high
court also asked the compa-
ny to maintain a balance of
Rs 251 crore in the bank ac-
counts, which was there at
the time of freezing of the
accounts, and the amount
shall not be used till further
orders.

The court granted one
week to the ED to file its re-
sponse to the petition and
listed the matter for further
hearing on July 28.

Besides seeking quashing
of the freezing order, Vivo
has sought permission to
deal with its frozen bank ac-
counts for making payments
towards certain liabilities.

The probe agency on July
5 raided several places
across the country in the
money laundering investiga-
tion against Vivo and related

firms. The searches were
carried out under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
several states, including
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and
Maharashtra.

On July 8, the high court
directed ED to attend to a
representation made by Vivo
seeking permission to deal
with its frozen bank ac-
counts for making payments
towards certain liabilities.

On Wednesday, ED's coun-
sel informed the court that
the representation was gen-
eral in nature and thereafter,
they asked the company to
give some more documents
which were made available
to the agency on Tuesday in
a pen drive containing 5GB
of data.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Chinese phone maker
Oppo's India unit has been
slapped with a notice for
alleged Rs 4,389 crore im-
port duty evasion, the
Finance Ministry said on
Wednesday.

A show-cause notice
(SCN) has been slapped on
Oppo India on July 8 after
the recovery of documents
during searches on its
premises that indicated
wilful misdeclaration in
the description of some
imports and remittance of
royalty and license fees to
various MNCs, including
those based in China.

During an investigation
of Oppo Mobiles India Pvt
Ltd, a subsidiary of
Guangdong Oppo Mobile

Telecommunicat ions
Corporation Ltd, the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has de-
tected Customs duty eva-
sion of around Rs 4,389
crore, the ministry said in
a statement.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Oppo India said it
has a "different view" on
the charges mentioned in

the SCN and will take ap-
propriate steps, including
legal remedies.

"We have a different
view on the charges men-
tioned in the SCN. We be-
lieve it's an industry-wide
issue many corporates are
working on. Oppo India is
reviewing the SCN re-
ceived from DRI, and we
are going to reply to the

notice, presenting our
side, and will be working
further with the related
government departments.

"Oppo India is a respon-
sible corporate and be-
lieves in the prudent cor-
porate governance frame-
work. Oppo India will take
appropriate steps as may
be needed in this regard
including any remedies
provided under the law,
Oppo said in an email re-
sponse.

Oppo India is engaged
in the business of manu-
facturing, assembling,
wholesale trading, distri-
bution of mobile handsets
and accessories thereof
across India. It deals in
various brands of mobile
phones, including Oppo,
OnePlus and Realme.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs has approved
the construction of the 116.65-
km Taranga Hill-Ambaji-Abu
Road rail line at an estimated
cost of Rs 2,798.16 crore,
Union Minister Anurag Thakur
said Wednesday.
To be built by the Ministry of
Railways, the project will link
two states and three religious
places and will be completed
by 2026-27.
The proposed rail line will tra-
verse through the Sirohi dis-
trict of Rajasthan and
Sabarkantha, Banaskantha and
Mahesana districts of Gujarat.
Ambaji is one of the 51 Shakti
Peeths' which attract millions

of devotees from Gujarat as
well as other parts of the
country and abroad every
year.
Mount Abu is the headquar-
ters of the Brahma Kumari
community and is frequented
by its followers from around
the world.
The construction of this rail-
way line will facilitate easy
travel for millions of devotees.
Those visiting the temple of
Ajitnath Jain (one of the 24
Tirthankaras) at Taranga Hill
will generate direct employ-
ment for about 40 lakh man-
days. "The estimated cost of
this project is Rs 2,798.16
crore and will be completed by
2026-27. The new railway line
will connect two states, and
three religious places and will
reduce the load on the main
railway line," Thakur said at a
press briefing.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The University Grants
Commission has asked
universities to fix their
deadline for admission to
undergraduate courses
after CBSE declares its
class 12 exam results, UGC
Chairman Jagadesh
Kumar said on Wednesday.

Noting that some uni-
versities have started their
admission process even
though the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) was yet to declare
the class 12 results, Kumar
said this will lead to the
board's students being de-
prived of a seat in these in-
stitutes.

"The UGC has requested
all higher educational in-
stitutes to fix the last date

of their undergraduate ad-
mission process after dec-
laration of Class 12 result
by CBSE so that students
get sufficient time for ad-
mission to undergraduate
courses," he said.

The move comes after
the CBSE last week
reached out to the commis-
sion requesting it to ask
universities to fix their ad-
mission schedule in accor-
dance with their results.

"It has come to notice
that some universities
have started registration
in undergraduate courses
for the session 2022-23.

"In this scenario, the
students of CBSE will be
deprived of admission if
the last date is fixed by the
universities prior to CBSE
results declaration," the

UGC said in a letter to vice
chancellors.

It is, therefore, request-
ed that all higher educa-
tion institutions fix the
last date of admission to
undergraduate courses
after the declaration of
CBSE results to provide
sufficient time to such can-
didates, it added.

The CBSE is likely to de-
clare the board exam re-
sults by month-end. The
exam was delayed this
year due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The UGC chief had in
March announced that
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)
scores, and not Class 12
marks, would be mandato-
ry for admission to 45 cen-
tral universities.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to pass
an interim direction stay-
ing demolition of proper-
ties of accused involved in
violent protests across var-
ious states.

The top court wondered
how it could pass an om-
nibus order on demoli-
tions if there is an illegal
construction and the cor-
poration or the council is
authorised to take action.

"What omnibus direc-
tions can we
issue..Nobody can dispute
that the rule of law has to
be followed. But can we
pass an omnibus order? If
we pass such an omnibus
order, will we not prevent
the authorities from tak-
ing action in accordance
with law," a bench of
Justices B R Gavai and P S

Narasimha said. The top
court was hearing pleas
filed by Muslim body
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind seek-
ing directions to the Uttar
Pradesh government and
other states to ensure that
no further demolition of
properties of alleged ac-
cused in recent cases of vi-
olence is carried out.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Dushyant Dave, ap-

pearing for Jamiat Ulama-
i-Hind, said this matter is
"extraordinarily" serious
and submitted that he
came across a report in a
newspaper where some-
one was accused of mur-
der in Assam and his
house was demolished.

"We don't want this cul-
ture. Lordships will have
to decide for once and all.
They have to act in accor-
dance with law. They can-
not take advantage of mu-
nicipal laws and demolish
houses of someone who is
merely accused of crimes.

"This country cannot
permit this. We are a socie-
ty governed by the rule of
law which is the basic
structure of the
Constitution. It should be
finally heard and disposed
of," Dave said while seek-
ing an interim stay direc-
tion on the demolitions.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Seeking smooth func-
tioning of Parliament's
Monsoon session begin-
ning July 18, the govern-
ment has called an all-
party meeting on Sunday
morning, while the presid-
ing officers of the two
Houses will also meet the
floor leaders of various
parties.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla has convened the
meeting of floor leaders on
Saturday, while Rajya
Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu will meet
the floor leaders of various
parties on Sunday evening.
According to sources, the

customary meeting of all
parties has been called by
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi on
Sunday morning to discuss
the agenda and seek their
support for the smooth
functioning of the
Parliament session.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will be present.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may attend
the meeting as he has done
so in the past.

They said that Birla has
invited floor leaders of var-
ious parties for a meeting
on Saturday evening at 4
pm. Naidu has convened
the meeting on July 17 at 6
pm. The Monsoon session
of Parliament begins on
July 18 and will continue
till August 12.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Former Vice President Hamid
Ansari on Wednesday refuted
the allegation that he had
invited to India a Pakistani
journalist who has claimed to
have spied for ISI, and said a
"litany of falsehood" has been
unleashed against him in sec-
tions of media and by a BJP
spokesperson.
In a statement, he also reject-
ed the allegation, made by the
BJP citing comments of a for-
mer RAW functionary, that he
had compromised national
interest as India's ambassador
to Iran. BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia had at a press
conference earlier in the day
asked Ansari and the Congress
to come clean on the claims of
Pakistani journalist Nusrat
Mirza that he had visited India
five times during the UPA rule
and passed on sensitive infor-

mation collected here to his
Pakistan's spy agency ISI.
Bhatia cited Mirza's purported
comments that he had visited
India on Ansari's invitations
and also met him, but the for-
mer vice president rejected the
claims. In his rebuttal, Ansari
said, "It is a known fact that
invitations to foreign digni-
taries by the Vice-President of
India are on the advice of the
government generally through
the Ministry of External
Affairs. "I had inaugurated the
Conference on Terrorism, on
December 11, 2010, the
'International Conference of
Jurists on International
Terrorism and Human Rights'.
As is the normal practice, the
list of invitees would have
been drawn by the organisers.
I never invited him or met
him," added Ansari, who was
India's vice president between
2007-17.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI): 

India and China are likely to
hold the 16th round of high-
level military talks on July 17 to
resolve the issues in remaining
friction points along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh, people familiar with
the development said on
Wednesday.
The last round of talks between
the Indian Army and the
Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) took place on
March 11.
In the fresh round of talks, the
Indian side is expected to press
for disengagement of troops as
soon as possible in all the
remaining friction points
besides seeking resolution of
issues in Depsang Bulge and
Demchok.

BONANZA FOR ADULT POPULATION

Free Covid booster dose for all adults
̈ From Jul 15
̈ For the next 

75 days 

Srinagar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

They can be easily spot-
ted in a bustling market-
place buying vegetables or
dropping their children to
school. The everyday ordi-
nariness of their lives has
rendered the Jammu and
Kashmir police personnel
"soft targets", as they fight
a seemingly endless battle
against militancy in the
valley.

Assistant Sub-Inspector
Mushtaq Ahmad Tuesday
became the 49th victim of
terrorist violence in the
past over six months in
Jammu and Kashmir,
where militant attacks on
soft targets have shown an
upward trend despite suc-
cessful counter-insur-
gency operations by the se-
curity forces.
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COURT to VIVO

‘Deposit Rs 950 cr to
operate accounts’

IMPORT DUTY EVASION

India slaps Rs 4,389 cr notice on Oppo  

"We have a different view on the charges mentioned in the SCN.
We believe it's an industry-wide issue many corporates are work-
ing on. Oppo India is reviewing the SCN received from DRI, and we
are going to reply to the notice, presenting our side, and will be
working further with the related government departments. Oppo
India is a responsible corporate and believes in the prudent corpo-
rate governance framework. Oppo India will take appropriate
steps as may be needed in this regard including any remedies pro-
vided under the law, Oppo said in an email response.

Will contest charges: Company

J-K policemen
‘soft’ targets for

terrorists

Cabinet okays rail link to 
3 religious places in Guj, Raj
̈ Project to 

cost Rs 2,798 cr

BLESSINGS FROM GURU

Students take blessings from their teachers on the occasion of Guru Purnima, at a
school in Moradabad, Wednesday.

Eastern Ladakh row

India, China
military talks

on Jul 17

SC refuses to pause demolitions across states

Hamid Ansari on ISI claims

‘Litany of falsehood’
UGC TO VARSITIES

‘Set UG admission deadline after
CBSE announces class 12 results’

Monsoon Par Session

Govt calls all-party
meet on Sunday

̈ Birla, Naidu to
meet floor leaders

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 13: The holy
festival of Guru Purnima
was celebrated with rever-
ence and devotion across
the city on Wednesday.
Special programmes were
held at various temples of
the city.

Under the aegis of All
World Gayatri Pariwar,
Shantikunj Haridwar, cele-
brations were held at
Gayatri Shaktipeeth
Sector-6, Shiv Gayatri
Mandir Risali, Gayatri
Sadhana Kendra Risali,
Pragyapeeth Ramnagar
Muktidham, Power House
Camp-2, Khursipar, Kohka,
Kurud, Housing Board,
HUDCO, Bhilai, Chhawani
and other places. 12 hours
Akhand Jap of Gayatri
Mahamantra was conduct-

ed at all these places which
concluded at 05:00 hrs on
Wednesday.

The devotees offered
prayers before the portraits
of Gurudev Pandit Shri
Ram Sharma Acharya and
Gurumata Bhagwati Devi

Sharma. The followers of-
fered Akshat, Roli, flowers,
clothes, incense, shriphal
and received blessings from
them. Five - Kundiya
Gayatri Mahayagya was or-
ganized in all the places.
The devotees offered

aahutis to the Yajna Devta
amidst chanting of Gayatri
M a h a m a n t r a ,
Mahamrityunjay mantra
and other ved mantras and
prayed for the happy life
and bright future of all.

Guru Purnima is also

called the festival of disci-
pline, only the one who be-
lieves in discipline be-
comes the best, without un-
derstanding this fact, one's
material and spiritual
progress is not possible. In
Indian culture, the relation

of Guru - disciple is not ex-
plained as of donor and
beggar, but of associate
and partnership.

The Guru keeps on giv-
ing a part of his penance,
spiritual practice and di-
vine wealth to the disciple,

thereby raising the person-
ality of the disciple.
Similarly, the disciple
keeps dedicating a part of
his faith, effort, influence
and wealth to his guru.
Guru Purnima is the festi-
val of fulfilment of the du-
ties of a Sadguru.

This world is full of un-
fulfilled desires and mean-
ingless dreams. In the
blind race, a person does
not even know where he
has to go, the truth is that
what a person wants to
achieve, his name is God,
the ultimate meaning after
which nothing else re-
mains.

A person keeps on mov-
ing away from God, in the
midst of these ironies of
the world, the support that
is made in attaining God is
called Sadguru. A Sadguru

is the one with whom the
transformation in life
starts as soon as it is met,
whose touch only changes
the direction and condition
of life, if you accept these
things, then you should
make a Guru.

Mukesh Tamrakar
Bhilai: Mukesh
Tamrakar, son of Late
Mahesh Tamrakar left
for heavenly abode on
Wednesday. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at Motipara,
Luchki Talab on July 14
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains will be per-
formed at Harnabandha
Muktidham.

OBITUARY
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Bhilai, Jul 13: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has formed a
special team to take action
on banned plastic and sin-
gle use plastic. He has also
appointed nodal officers for
this purpose. 15 officers /
employees have been in-
cluded in this team.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi has been
appointed Nodal Officer
while Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu will be the Assistant
Nodal Officer.

The nodal officer chaired
a meeting of the
officers/employees in this
regard and gave necessary
instructions to take strict
action on the banned plas-
tic. Along with this, a team
has also been formed to
catch stray animals under
Roka Chheka Sankalp

Abhiyan. 15 officers/em-
ployees have also been de-
ployed in this task. The
team will regularly take ac-
tion and catch stray ani-
mals. Official orders re-
garding the constitution of
teams have also been issued
by the Municipal
Commissioner. The team
formed to curb the banned
plastic will be accompanied
by the demolition squad in-
charge and the squad's staff
and security guards will as-
sist the team.
P a r a m e s h w a r a
Chandrakar, Kamlesh

Dwivedi, Jagdish Tiwari,
Anil Mishra, Anjani Singh,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Sudama Parghaniya,
Virendra Banjare,
Balkrishna Naidu, Mahesh
Kumar Pandey, Anil
Mishra, VK Samuel and
Hemant Manjhi were in-
cluded in the team that will
take action on banned plas-
tic. It needs to be mentioned
here that from July 1, the
import, export and sale of
single-use plastic has been
completely banned. After
the complete ban of 19
types of items made of sin-

gle use plastic in Bhilai city,
the BMC teams have been
conducting raids at several
places. The civic body is on
alert mode after the imposi-
tion of ban on many prod-
ucts of single use plastic
with effect from July 1.
Before taking plenary ac-
tion, the traders, business-
men, shopkeepers, sellers
and buyers are being in-
formed. Single use plastic is
such a type of plastic which
can be used only once and
cannot be reused. Further,
it cannot be easily de-
stroyed and causes damage

to the environment. Mayor
Neeraj Pal has also ap-
pealed to the residents to
boycott single-use plastic to
realize the vision of clean
and beautiful Bhilai.

There will be a complete
ban on these plastics in the
city. Production, stocking,
import, sale and trans-
portation of earbuds with
plastic sticks, Plastic sticks
for balloons, Plastic flags,
Candy sticks, Ice cream
sticks, Thermocol decora-
tions, Plastic plates, Cups,
Glasses, Cutlery, Spoons,
Knives, Straws, Trays,
Sweet boxes Wrapping or
packaging films around, in-
vitation cards and cigarette
packets, plastic or PVC ban-
ners of less than 100 mi-
crons thickness, plastic
carry bags, short-life PVC
and chlorinated plastics ie
advertising and publicity,
PVC banners, flex, hoard-
ings, foam boards is strictly
prohibited.
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Bhilai, Jul 13: Bhilai Steel
Plant that has been taking
up various initiatives for
improving safety and in-
creasing Digitalisation in
line with Government's
Digital initiatives has com-
pleted two important proj-
ects in areas of Vehicle
Tracking System for com-
mercial vehicles and Area
Pass System for sales vehi-
cles. The projects were in-
augurated on July 05, 2022
by Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BSP in
presence of Executive
Directors, Chief General
Managers, Commandant
CISF and other officials
from related departments
and CISF.

PK Jha, CGM (C&IT)
gave a brief overview of
the two projects highlight-
ing the benefits from these

projects with regard to safe-
ty and security of the plant.
A presentation on the proj-
ects was given by Samir
Gupta, GM (C&IT) and JPS
Chauhan, GM (C&IT).

Vehicle tracking system
is based on GPS technology
and uses Govt mandated
FasTag RFID. Commercial
vehicles entering and exit-
ing from gates on a daily
basis shall have battery op-
erated GPS devices which

shall be installed during
Entry and later removed
during Exit at Gates. These
devices are tamperproof
and shall monitor vehicle
route and speed inside the
Plant. Management has
mandated compulsory
FastTag from August 01,
without which no commer-
cial vehicle shall be allowed
inside the Plant. Fines have
been mandated for over-
speeding and device tam-

pering from
transporter/vendor/cus-
tomers. Apart from this, all
commercial vehicles which

are inside the plant shall
also have GPS devices in-
stalled for monitoring
speed and movement.

Electrical Zone
employees felicitated
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Bhilai, Jul 13: Employees
belonging to Electrical
Zone of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
July 12 for their exempla-
ry work performance
under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pali
Shiromani Award winners
of Electrical zone included
Somnath Bhattachary,
Manager, Telecom and
Karm Shiromani Award
winners Harshvardhan
Vaze, Chargeman cum
Senior technician, ETL,
Kedar Ram Sahu, Master
OCT, PSD, Mangal Murti

Sabre, Chargeman-Cum
Senior Technician, CRME,
Dushyant Kumar
Chandrakar , Master OCT,
ERS were felicitated for
their exemplary work.

The norms of social dis-
tancing were followed in
conducting and distribu-
tion of the prizes during
the function in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic. The
function was presided
over by PK Sarkar, CGM
(Services). Departmental
HODs  Arjunan Shankar,
GM  I/c (Electrical)  and
Heads of the  various  sec-
tions  presented the award
winners with a certificate
of merit, memento and ap-
preciation letter for the
spouse of the employee.

FSNL staff's agitation enters 100th day
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Bhilai, Jul 13: The agita-
tion of FSNL staff against
the government's move of
disinvestment in Bhilai en-
tered the 100th day on
Wednesday. The concerned
authorities have not re-
sponded yet.

FSNL's employees and
labor organizations are
continuously protesting to
stop privatization of the

company. They are de-
manding for merger in
steel plants like SAIL.

On completion of 100
days of this movement, all
employees and labor or-
ganizations wore black
badges and formed a
human chain at
Equipment Square. The
human chain was formed
in the pattern of "Save
FSNL" and "100 Days" near
FSNL Bhawan in

Equipment Square.
Government of India un-

dertakings are the back-
bone of the nation. They
not only strengthen the
Indian economy but also
provide employment to the
unemployed youth. Today,
the prices of iron and steel
are balanced in the market
only because of govern-
ment steel plants.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the steel sector

companies have been kept
in the non-strategic catego-
ry by the central govern-
ment, due to which they
have come under the list of
PSUs which are to be disin-
vested.

In this sequence FSNL
and RINL are proposed to
be privatized by the
Central Government and
100% strategic disinvest-
ment of FSNL is in ad-
vanced stage. Last date for

submission of expression
of interest was announced
on 17th June 2022.
Publication of the list of
selected buyers is still
pending.

FSNL is a Miniratna-II
Category Public Sector
Enterprise under the
Ministry of Steel,
Government of India and
this undertaking was
formed in 1979 as a sub-
sidiary of MSTC after the

request of the Government
of India keeping in view
the importance of scrap.

This venture has been a
profitable venture since its
inception, but surprisingly
the government is making
efforts to privatise this
company. The govern-
ment's move has triggered
widespread resentment in
the Bhilai Steel fraternity.

The agitating workers
had organised a gate meet-
ing on July 05, 2022 and a
candle march was taken
out on July 07, 2022 to stop
the privatization of FSNL
and merge it with SAIL.
Officers' Association of
Bhilai Steel Plant and all
labour unions had partici-
pated in these agitations.

FSNL Executive
Association President SK
Jha, Secretary Deepak
Tomar and Shramik
Sangathan office bearers
Mohd Tanveer, Hari Pratap
Singh Tomar and others
were present.
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BSP implements Vehicle Tracking 
System for commercial vehicles

For permission to place sales vehicles for lifting of material from
Bhilai Steel Plant, now transporters need not go to respective shops.
Facility for on-line Area Pass permission is now being implemented,
wherein request shall be placed online by customer's representative
at www.sail-bhilaisteel.com. This page can also be accessed through
mobile phones. This shall be approved by designated officers in the
SAP system and a SMS will be sent to the requester. On showing the
SMS to CISF, CISF shall generate the Route-card which is the main
document for all sales vehicles entering inside the plant. The major
benefits from the system are better planning and control for road
despatches. Prior information on expected vehicles for a day shall be
available with the shippers. The turnaround time of vehicles at the
Gates shall also improve significantly. M/s BlackBox Technologies is
the implementation partner for Vehicle Tracking System. The Area
Pass System has been developed in-house by C&IT Deptt. Adequate
precautions for information and data security have been ensured in
all projects. Logistic team members of C&IT including JPS Chauhan,
GM, Deepmala, Ritesh Awadhiya, Ramit Chaudhary and DM Rao
were closely involved in the implementation under the leadership of
Samir Gupta, GM (C&IT).

On-line Area Pass permission system
for sales vehicles being implemented

BMC makes special teams to strictly impose ban on plastic

Guru Purnima celebrated with devotion

Three ruffians held 
with illegal firearms
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Bhilai, Jul 13: Police
have arrested three ruf-
fians who were threat-
ening people with
firearms. One pistol and
03 nos live cartridges
were recovered from
their possession. In a
joint operation, Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
and Old Bhilai Police
Station arrested the 
accused  

While addressing
media persons here at
the Police Control Room,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
informed that SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava had is-
sued orders to take strict
action against the anti-
social elements as well
as the people possessing
weapons illegally.

He had further in-
structed to trace such
ruffians so that the pos-
sible criminal incidents
could be averted. In this
sequel, the ACCU and
Old Bhilai Police Station
were maintaining a
watch on the activities of

suspects and criminal
record holders under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv.

ACCU team led by
Inspector Santosh
Mishra and Old Bhilai
Police Station team led
by Inspector Manish
Sharma monitored the
suspects constantly and
activated the network of
informers. They also
monitored the habitual
criminals who were re-
leased from jail.

In the meanwhile, po-
lice received a tip off re-
garding three ruffians
who were illegally pos-
sessing firearms and
were threatening the
people with this weapon
near Balaji Factory in
Hathkhoj Engineering
Park.

Police team swung
into action and the ac-
cused Mohammad
Arshad, Gurwinder
Singh and Rihan Khan
were taken into custody.
Police recovered a pistol

and 03 nos 7.65 mm live
cartridges from the ac-
cused. When questioned,
they were unable to pro-
duce any valid docu-
ment of the weapon.

The accused
Mohammad Arshad (23)
son of Mohammad
Aslam a resident of
Housing Board Jamul,
Gurwinder Singh (20)
son of Dalveer Singh a
resident of Indira Nagar
Hathkhoj and Rihan
Khan (24) son of Riyaz
Khan a resident of
Kurud near Dhacha
Bhawan Jamul have
been arrested under the
provisions mentioned in
Arms Act.

ASI Rajesh Pandey,
Head Constable Rakesh
Singh and Constable
Vijay Kumar from Old
Bhilai Police Station as
well as Constables
Satyendra Madhariya,
Arvind Mishra, D
Prakash and Rakesh
Chaudhary from Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg played a vital role
in arresting the accused.
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Railway Minister to flag off
Ambikapur-NZM Spl Train today

Bilaspur, Jul 13: Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will flag off
04044/04043 Ambikapur-
Nizamuddin-Ambikapur
Weekly Special Train by
pressing remote button on
July 14. The train will be
flagged off on July 14 from
Ambikapur at 9:30 am. The
flagging off ceremony will
be witnessed at Ambikapur
by Union Minister Renuka
Singh, MLA Bhatgaon
Paras Nath Rajwade. The
train will run as special
train on the first day and
will stop at Bijuri( 11:50),
Annupur (12:35),

Shahdol(13:15), Katni
Murwara and final destina-
tion Nizamuddin at  04:35
hours. The regular train
will start from July 19(every
Tuesday) from Nizamuddin
and July 21(every
Thursday) from
Ambikapur. 04043 AMB-
NZM will leave Ambikapur
at 7:15 hours to reach
Nizamuddin at 04:35 hours.
04044 NZM-AMB will leave
Nizamuddin at  23:00 hours
to reach Ambikapur  at
19:30 hours.

Man bludgeons girlfriend
to death, commits suicide
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Raipur, Jul 13: A 28-
year-old man allegedly
bludgeoned his girlfriend
to death on suspicion of
infidelity before commit-
ting suicide in
Chhattisgarh’s Raipur, po-
lice said on Wednesday.
The incident took place
on the intervening night
of Tuesday and
Wednesday in
Bandhwapara locality

under Purani Basti police
station limits, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(West) Akash Rao
Giripunje said. Kamlesh
Kumar Sahu allegedly at-
tacked his girlfriend
Archana Sahu (28) with a

hammer and blade at her
rented house and then
hanged himself, he said.
The duo hailed from Durg
district, and the victim
worked as a call tracker in
emergency response serv-
ice Dial-112 in Raipur, the
official said, adding that
the accused suspected the
victim of infidelity. The
bodies have been sent for
post-mortem and further
probe is underway, he
said.

State officials receives ballot
box, other material from EC

Raipur, Jul 13: For the
election of the 16th

President of India to be
held on July 18, the offi-
cials of Chhattisgarh have
received the ballot box and
other material from the
Election Commission of
India located in New
Delhi. Assistant
Returning Officer Mr.
Dinesh Trivedi and
Deputy Chief Electoral
Officer Mr. Vinay Kumar

Agrawal will reach Raipur
by regular flight at 07:45
pm today. During the re-
ceipt of ballot boxes and
voting materials for the
Presidential election, com-
plete security arrange-
ments were ensured by the
Housing Commissioner
and the Election
Commission. Ballot boxes
and voting material from
Election Commission of
India have been safely
transported to New Delhi
Airport. On reaching
Raipur airport, the polling
material will be safely es-
corted by the state police
to the strong-room located
in the assembly building.
These will be kept safe in
the strong-room till the
date fixed for voting on
July 18, before the com-
mencement of polling.
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Raipur, Jul 13: Chess
Grand Master Pravin
Thipse will present the
Chess Olympiad torch to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on July 16 at the
event organised at Pt
Deendayal Upadhaya
A u d i t o r i u m .
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association Office-bear-
ers appointed as Co-ordi-

nator in presence of
Chess Association office-
bearers gave final touches
to make the event success-
ful.

Providing the above in-
formation, the
Chhattisgarh State Chess
Association (CSCA)
General Secretary Vinod
Rathi said that the
Olympiad Torch relay is
being marked to com-
memorate the 75 years of
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence for the
mega Chess event. The
Chess Olympiad Torch
relay would be accorded
warm welcome at
Telibandha Marine Drive
by the school students
which would be followed
with the celebrations at
Nagar Ghadi Chowk and
at Jaistambh Chowk be-
fore it is received at DD
Upadhaya stadium. He

said that while Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
would be receiving the
Olympic Torch from
Grand Master Pravin
Thipse, it would be hand-
ed over to the leading
Chess player of
Chhattisgarh.

Rathi informed that an
exhibition match would
be played with the bud-
ding chess player from
Chhattisgarh by Grand
Master Thipse himself be-
fore, the Torch moves to
next destination.

Rathi termed the oppor-
tunity to host the 44th
Chess Olympiad in India
to be great occasion in the
history of Chess as partic-
ipants from 188 countries
would be in India.

CGOA General
Secretary Gurucharan
Hora, Dr Vishnu
Shrivastava and officials
from Department of
Sports & Youth Welfare
were present during the
meeting held to review
the preparations.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133::  All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur, has
established a 20-bed ward for
Psychiatry patients with state-of-
the-art facilities in 2C2 Block. The
new facility will be used to treat
the patients and their recreational
activities. The department is also
finalizing to provide an RTMS
machine that can be used for bet-
ter treatment facilities and to aug-
ment research activities.

The new ward has been inaugu-
rated by Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director and Dr.

Gregory Armstrong, Principal
Research Fellow, University of
Melbourne, Australia. Prof.
Nagarkar congratulated the psy-
chiatry department for the new
facilities and hoped it would pave
the way for Chhattisgarh specific
research projects. ‘The depart-
ment already has ECT and TDCS,
and RTMS will be provided soon.
We hope that the department will
provide all the solutions for
Psychiatry related illnesses aris-
ing out of new lifestyles, he said.

The department also organized

a special lecture by Dr. Armstrong
on ‘Preventing Suicide in India by
Improving Media Reporting of
Suicide.’ He suggested that sui-
cide cases must be reported care-
fully and appropriately. Glorified
conversation on celebrity suicide
may encourage other depressed
or psychologically weak patients
to take such a step. ‘Whenever
there is a celebrity suicide report
in media, the research found that
people search such topics at large
on the internet. He said that less
mature and depressed persons
can even take a suicidal step in
these circumstances. Dr.
Armstrong suggested generating
a positive attitude regarding men-
tal health problems.

Dr. Lokesh Singh, HoD,
Psychiatry Department, informed
that the department receives
around 20,000 patients annually.
Most of them are suffering some
intoxication. They need continu-
ous medication along with
Psychiatry counseling. The
department has published 63
research papers based on these
case studies. 

Raipur, Jul 13: Two ac-
cused including one inter-
state thief has been ar-
rested in theft incident in
an abandoned house last
on July 9. It is on checking
the CCTV footages near-
by, it was found that a four
–wheeler is parked in sus-
picious state near the
house on the day of the in-

cident. So collecting infor-
mation about the i-20 ve-
hicle the police found it to
be one that of Santosh
Rathore alias Sonu and
when initially interrogat-
ed he denied any hand in
the theft incident and
later when seriously
probed, accepted his
crime.

Sonu informed that he
along with his friend
KoalDas Manikpuri con-
ducted the theft in the
house of Giriraj Sharma,
R/o Anuvrath Vihar,
Teacher’s Colony,
Saraswati Nagar, Raipur.

Since the family left for
Tatanagar on July 9 the
accused found that his
two sisters used to come
to light ‘diyas’ in the night
and then leave locking the
door.

But when the family
came back on July 11, the
found the lock of main
door broken and all the
goods and clothes lying
scattered in the room
with lock of Almirah bro-
ken and gold, silver jew-
elleries missing. A case
under section 437 and  380
of IPC was filed and mat-
ter was taken into investi-

gation.
The police has seized

cash of Rs 1.50 lakh and
jewelleries weighing
around 20 ‘tolas’, 1.250 kg
silver ornaments and the
i-20 car used in the crime,
totaling out to be around
Rs 17 lakh. The accused
Santosh Rathore alias
Sonu is a thief and histo-
ry-sheeter from Rourkela
Odisha and was residing
in Saddu for last 3 months
and is having hand in 12
different crimes of loot-
ing and thefts in Odisha
and has been sentenced
jail as well.

For Presidential
election

Polling material to
be shifted to
Strong-room at VS
under tight security

Two nabbed in theft incident in Teacher’s Colony
Police recovers
cash of Rs 1.50
lakh; 20 ‘tolas’ gold
and 1.250 kg silver
jewellery

‘Grand Master Thipse to present
Chess Olympiad Torch on Saturday’

CM Bhupesh Baghel 
to receive the Torch

New 20-Bed Ward for
Psychiatry Patients in AIIMS-R

Dr. Gregory Armstrong, Principal Research Fellow,
University of Melbourne, Australia, and Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director inaugurating the new Psychiatry ward
at AIIMS.
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CAIT submits memorandum to MLA Vikas Upadhyay

Raipur, Jul 13:
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Senior
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge
Sanjay Choubey informed
that on Wedneday, team
CAIT met MLA Vikas
Upadhyay (Raipur West
Vidhan Sabha) and sub-
mitted a memorandum to
keep unbranded prepack-
aged food grains free from
5 percent GST. CAIT CG
Chapter, State President,
Jitendra Doshi and State
General Secretary,
Surinder Singh informed
that today team CAIT met
MLA Vikas Upadhyay and
handed over the memo-
randum.

Mr. Doshi and Mr. Singh
apprised the  MLA
through a memorandum
that the GST Council in its
recent meeting recom-
mended to bring all types
of food items packaged or
labeled and some other
items under the purview
of GST. But there is great
disappointment among
the food grains traders of
the country, because this
will increase the business
of big brands at the cost of
common goods. Special
food items, cereals which
were not branded till now,
were exempted from GST.
With this decision of the
council, pre-packaged and
pre-label retail packs in-
cluding pre-packaged, pre-
labeled curd, lassi and but-
ter milk will now attract
GST tax and will affect the
business of food grains

traders in more than 6500
grain markets across the
country. CAIT CG
Chapter’s State Working
President Parmanand Jain
and State Executive
General Secretary, Bharat
Jain said that there should
definitely be an increase in
GST tax collection, but in-
stead of bringing the goods
of common people in the
tax slab, the tax net should
be enlarged, for which
those who have not come
under the tax net yet, they
should be brought under
the tax net, which will in-
crease the revenue of the
central and state govern-
ments. We are always
ready to cooperate with the
Government in this re-
gard. There was never any
tax on food grains since in-
dependence, but for the
first time unbranded food

grains were brought under
the tax net. The intention
of the government has al-
ways been to keep the daily
necessities of the common
people out of tax and keep
their prices low. That is
why in the year 2017, the
then Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley kept these es-
sential items out of tax
and keeping this in mind,
we request you to make
GST tax free on pre-packed
and pre-labeled items like
before. MLA  Vikas
Upadhyay  gave positive
assurance to team CAIT.
On the occasion
Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Bharat
Jain, Naresh Patni,
Preetpal Singh Bagga,
Vijay Jain, Mahendra
Bagrodia and Bhagwan
Das Agarwal were 
present.

‘Baiga’ killed by associates
over ownership of so-called

magical stone
Janjgir, Jul 13: A 70-year-
old man was killed in
Janjgir-Champa district al-
legedly by ten persons who
were seeking a “magical
stone” that they believed
would make them rich, a
police official said on
Tuesday.

The deceased, identified
as ‘baiga’ (self proclaimed
healer) Babulal Yadav, was
himself part of the super-
stitious quest, said Umesh
Sahu, Station House
Officer (SHO) of Janjgir po-
lice station.

“Main accused Tekchand
Jaiswal (49) and nine oth-
ers were arrested on
Monday. Jaiswal, a resident
of Lohrakot village, had
late last year learnt of
‘parasmani patthar’ (a so-
called magical stone which
can turn any iron object in
gold) being present in the
house of villager Avtar
Singh,” he said. “Jaiswal

came in contact with Yadav
and the duo barged into the
house of Avtar and found a
sparkling stone there. They
believed this was the so-
called magical stone. The
stone went missing the
next morning and Jaiswal
assembled nine associates
after finding that Yadav
had kept the stone for his
rituals,” he added.

On July 8, the accused

took Yadav to a nearby jun-
gle, while one team ran-
sacked his house and looted
Rs 23,000 cash and jew-
ellery, the official said.

“They killed and buried
Yadav in the jungle. A
probe zeroed in on Jaiswal,
who led police to the other
accused. Yadav’s body has
been exhumed and further
probe is underway,” the
SHO said.

SGBS distributes scholarship
to 18 students
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Raipur, Jul 13: Shri
Gujrati Brahma Samaj
(SGBS) for the last 40
years is engaged in dis-
tributing scholarships to
economic poor students
of the society. In this se-
ries 18 students selected
by the committee were
given scholarships this
year. At a programme
organized in Daya
Bhavan on Monday
scholarships were dis-
tributed in presence of
Mahendra Ispat
Chairman Manoj
Agrawal, Anopchand
Tilokchand Director
Shantillal Bardia, ,
Wood State Chairman
Ramesh Rao, Gurukul

School Founder Naveen
Parmar and Rajat Group
Director Kamal Golcha.
On this occasion Manoj
Agrawal announced a
donation of Rs 2.50 lakh
to SGBS. President  Kirti
Vyas welcomed all the
guests and expressed
gratitude towards guests
for their contribution.
In his speech Vyas asked
the children awarded
scholarships to perform
still better and walk on
the path of culture
shown by their ances-
tors. The programme
was conducted by vice
president Hitesh Vyas
and secretary Ashok
Trivedi proposed vote of
thanks, informs Kirti
Vyas President SGBS.

Guru Purnima 
celebrations in SDV

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133:: Sant
Dnyaneshwar Vidyalaya
(SDV) project of Maharashtra
Mandal, had celebrated
“Guru Purnima” with dignity
& grace. Children touched
feet of their teachers and
took blessings from them.
They sang some shlokas and

threw light to the importance
of the teachers in their life. In
this occasion school Incharge
Niranjan Pandit, Principal
Manish Goverdhan, Vice
Principal Rahul Voditelwar
and all the teachers wished
the students for their bright
future.

‘Give priority to employment-oriented works’

Konta/Sukma, Jul 13:
Collector Haris S. On
Tuesday, took a time-
bound meeting in the
meeting room of the Joint
District Office. In the
meeting of the time-limit,
he talked about giving pri-
ority to such works in
which maximum number
of people get employment.
He said that more atten-

tion should be paid to
works like construction of
dubri, construction of
wells so that employment
can be created for the peo-
ple. The Collector direct-
ed the officers of the
Electricity Department to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply. District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Forest Division
Officer Jadhav Sagar
Ramchandra and district
officers were present in the
meeting.

Collector Haris S. re-

ceived detailed informa-
tion from the concerned of-
ficials under flood disaster
management. He said that
the roads should be re-
paired wherever necessary
so that unnecessary incon-
venience is not faced in the
rainy season. He obtained
information about storage
of food grains under PDS.
Under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, the Collector di-
rected to ensure that at
least 30 quintals of cow
dung is procured in a fort-
night. Along with this,
strict action was taken in
case of any negligence in
relation to Vermi Compost.
Instructions were given by
the collector for cent per-
cent anemia test of teenage
girls and women.

Collector Haris S. ob-
taining information about

the available products and
sales in C-Mart, gave nec-
essary directions for better
operation of the Mart.
Along with this, other
crops in lieu of paddy by
the collector, e-KYC under
the Prime Minister’s Kisan
Samman Nidhi, roadside
tree plantation, Chief
Minister’s Plantation
Promotion Scheme,
Krishna Kunj, Public
Service Center, Rajiv
Gandhi Rural Landless
Agriculture Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana, Kovid
Vaccination, Jal Jeevan A
detailed review was done
regarding the mission etc.
Collector Haris S. He gave
necessary instructions re-
garding making caste cer-
tificate as well as domicile
certificate for school chil-
dren.

Tender for food stall, shops to be re-floated 

Raipur, Jul 13: The passen-
gers coming and going from
Swami Vivekanand Airport
eager to do shopping and
have snacks from food stalls
will have to wait for some
more time, as no company
applied for tender floated by
the Airport Authority of
India (AAI) for taking up
work of Food Stalls and
other shops in security-hold
area. So on expiry of the
tender period, the tenders is
once again expected to be
floated for the shops and
food stalls to be opened in
the capital’s Airport.

It is notable here that the
shops and snacks-food stall

in the security-hold area of
Raipur Airport were closed
down during the corona
pandemic. But on reduction
in the number of corona
cases, plans were afoot to
start the same from the sec-
ond month of the new FY.
So that AAI once again
floated the tender for food
stalls, shops in the Airport.
This tender was divided
into two categories, one was
for snacks-food stall and
other for running the shops
and applications were invit-
ed for both.

Cafeteria started
The cafeteria in front of

the new integrated terminal

building of the Raipur
Airport in the parking area
has been started. Presently
only cold drinks, tea, coffee
and snacks are being served
and soon the facility of
south-Indian food will also
be started.

Members of Nishad Samaj
Bijapur attend oath ceremony 

Bijapur, Jul 13: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
administered the oath of
secrecy to the newly elect-
ed office bearers at the
oath ceremony of
Chhattisgarh Nishad
Samaj (CNS) at the Indoor
Stadium of Raipur last on
Sunday. Baghel congratu-
lated the newly elected of-

fice bearers and extended
best wishes.

The office bearers of
Nishad Samaj Bijapur
have joined the oath cere-
mony and submitted a de-
mand letter to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
District President of
Nishad Samaj Bijapur,
Sahdev Ram Nishad in-
formed the media that a
demand letter has been
submitted to the Chief
Minister by the State
President and

Parliamentary Secretary
of Nishad Samaj, Kunwar
Singh, regarding the con-
struction of plots and
buildings at the district
and block level.

During this, District
Vice President of Nishad
Samaj Shyam Karku,
General Secretary Nagesh
Nishad and member of
CNS Jagdish Mamdi,
Mahendra Nishad, N
Laxminarayan Nishad,
Gangadhar Nolli,
Jarasandh Sonwani,
Sanjeev Rao Karku,
DamodarMungal, Saibabu
Matur, Manchal Mithilesh,
Peddbhoi Sandeep,
Dhanjay Ella, Batal
Vectanswar, Matur
Nagesh, Karnam
Ravikumar, Manchal
Sadwali, Shailesh
Manchal besides office
bearers were present.

AK Mishra takes charge as
DGM, BoB Raipur, Ch’garh’s

new Network 
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Raipur, Jul 13: Anmay
Kumar Mishra has taken
over the charge as Bank
of Baroda,
Chhattisgarh’s new
Network Deputy General
Manager on July 11, 2022
at the office of the
Network Deputy General

Manager, Chhattisgarh
located at Bank of
Baroda, Raipur.

He is transfered from
Bhubaneswar II area of
Bank of Baroda.

He has a vast working
experience of 31 years in
various offices in Bank of
Baroda, especially in the
Advances Department,
as well as in other
Banking Departments, as
Branch Head, Sub
Regional Head and
Regional Head.

During his tenure in
Bank of Baroda, he has
served in various posi-
tions in  in places like
M a h a r a s h t r a ,
Chhattisgarh, Orissa,
Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh.

More beneficiaries should get benefit
of govt schemes:  Sahu

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1133::    The Chairman
of Chhattisgarh State
Backward Classes
Commission, Thaneshwar Sahu
took a meeting of district level
officers in the Collectorate
meeting room of Korea district
on Tuesday and inquired about
the progress of implementa-

tion of government schemes.
He said that keeping in mind
the interest of the backward
classes, maximum beneficiar-
ies should get the benefits of
the schemes of the govern-
ment. 

In the meeting, Mr. Sahu
said that our aim is to provide
benefits of government
schemes to more and more eli-
gible beneficiaries of the state.
He said that the OBC certifi-

cate and income certificate
should be made available to
the eligible people including
the students of other backward
classes within the stipulated
date. No eligible person should
be deprived of the schemes of
the government. He also
directed to give wide publicity
to the schemes of the state
government. 

Sahu reviewed the planta-
tion keeping in view the rainy

season. He said that plantation
should be result oriented and
their safety should also be
ensured. In the meeting,
Manendragarh MLA Dr. Vinay
Jaiswal said that all the depart-
ments including Health, Social
Welfare Department, Women
and Child Development
Department should do good
work at the ground level and
ensure that the eligible benefi-
ciaries get the benefits of gov-
ernment schemes. In the meet-
ing, the Vice-Chairman of the
State Backward Classes
Commission, RN Verma, Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat Korea, Mr. Kunal
Dudawat and district level offi-
cers were present.

Collector reviews Smart
City Mission works
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Raipur, Jul 13: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure reviewed the
progress of ongoing proj-
ects of Smart City Mission
at a meeting held at the
conference hall of Smart
City Limited here on
Monday. He directed to
complete all the ongoing
projects within the stipu-

lated time frame. Smart
City Ltd. Managing
Director Mayank
Chaturvedi gave detailed
information about the
projects which have been
completed and also ongo-
ing projects of Smart City
Mission. All the officers of
Smart City including

Chief Operating Officer
Ujjwal Porwal were pres-
ent at the meeting.

The Collector inaugu-
rated 24X7 Water Supply
project, renovation of
Municipal Corporation
Ground and JR Dani
school building. He also
took detailed information

about the maintenance
and beautification works
of the ponds. It was ap-
prised in the meeting that
the implementation of
24X7 water supply project
would be started soon.

It was also informed
during the review that the
work renovation of Dani
School and Municipal
Corporation Ground is in
the final stage. Collector
instructed to prepare a
proposal by earmarking
site for the facility of li-
brary in the middle of the
city to make educational
resources accessible to the
youth.

To keep unbranded
prepackaged food
grains free from 5
percent GST

Instructions to
ensure uninterrupt-
ed power supply

In Swami
Vivekanand Airport

No company
showed interest in
the tender issued
earlier

Chairman of the
State Backward
Classes
Commission took
information about
the implementation
of govt schemes in
Korea district.

Instructs to 
complete project
within stipulated
time frame

Of the newly 
elected office bearers
of CNS Ch’garh 

June was the
deadline

The term of the tender for
running food-stalls, tea,
snacks and other shops in
the Security-hold area of
AAI closed in June this year.
It is learnt that in the ten-
der as per person charges,
rate of Rs 27 per passenger
was fixed. The companies
running shops and eatables
found this rate to be exorbi-
tantly high. So the Swami
Vivekanand Airport would
now reduce the rate slight-
ly after taking permission
from the headquarters and
would re-issue the tender.

p 10 arrested

About the murder
Jaiswal, a resident of Lohrakot village, had late last

year learnt of ‘parasmani patthar’ (a so-called magical
stone which can turn any iron object in gold) being pres-
ent in the house of villager Avtar Singh. Jaiswal came in
contact with victim Babulal Yadav and the duo barged
into the house of Avtar and found a sparkling stone
there. They believed this was the so-called magical
stone. The stone went missing the next morning and
Jaiswal assembled nine associates after finding that
Yadav had kept the stone for his rituals. On July 8, the
accused took Yadav to a nearby jungle, while one team
ransacked his house and looted Rs 23,000 cash and jew-
ellery. They killed and buried Yadav in the jungle.

EPFO ‘Pension
Adalat’ programme

on July 15
Raipur, Jul 13:
Employees’s Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organises
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme on July 15 for re-
dressal of the grievances
received from pensioners
by the Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the pro-
gramme scheduled for
July 15, for EPF Pensioner
- 10.30 am to 01.00 pm at
Conference Hall, 1st floor,
Bhawisyanidhi Bhawan,
Pandri, Raipur. The con-
cerned pensioners are re-
quested to send their spe-
cific grievance on or be-
fore July 14, 2022 positively
through postal mode or by
visiting office, super scrib-
ing ‘Pension Adalat’ on the
envelope. It should also be
noted that the complete PF
Account number/PPO
number and other neces-
sary and relevant service
details/particulars along
with available documen-
tary evidences in support
of the grievance should
explicitly be
mentioned/enclosed. All
the concerned are request-
ed to avail this 
opportunity.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Mehendi Competition was
organized by All Muslim
Welfare Foundation
(AMWF) Women's Wing-
'Hum Shira Group' at
Mangal Bhavan on
Saturday. A total of 70 local
participants took part in
this competition. Qasim
Jafri Shamshad Begum,
Parveen Bano, Kamarul
Nisha played their role as a
jury in the programme.
Jagdalpur Mayor Safira
Sahu was accompanied by
Rekha Singh, Shahnaz
Begum and Zahida Begum
as the same special guests.

Bastar Division
President Aamna Begum,
City President Tarannum
Khan, Anjum Hussain,
Abid Begum, Mazharoon
Nisha, Zebunnisa, Salma
Bano, Shahida Begum,
Shabana Khan and others
from the 'Hum Sira Group'
of Muslim Welfare
Foundation's Women's
Wing were also present on
the occasion.

This Mehndi competition

was organized by dividing
it into two categories. In
this competition was held
for children below 18 years
of age and in the second
competition, participants
above 18 years of age dis-
played their skills.

Patron of All Muslim
Welfare Foundation,
Waseem Ahmed said that
through such competitions,
we want to make children
understand the importance
of competition so that they
are ready for every competi-
tion in their future.
Children should get a
chance to understand the
reasons for defeat with the
joy of winning, so that he
can prepare better for every
competition in his or her
life. The winner should un-
derstand the importance of

victory and work harder to
maintain it, he added.

Muskaan Khan won
the first place in the
Mehndi competition
among the children
below the age of 18 years.
The second place was
won by Humaira Bano
and the third place was
secured by Husn Ara.
Similarly, in the Mehndi
competition for those
above 18 years, Alfia
Bano won the title of first
place.

Similarly, second place
was won by Kahkasha
Shabnam and third place
was won by Bhartiya
Rai. Apart from this, 70
participants also per-
formed well in the com-
petition, which was ap-
preciated by all the

guests and the audience.
Aamna Begum, President
of Bastar Division of
Women's Wing of Muslim
Welfare Foundation and
City President Tarannum
Khan encouraged all the
contestants involved in the
competition and thanked
all the guests present in
the programme for its 
success.

Gypsy safari facility four
tourists visiting KVNP 
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13: Bastar
waterfalls attract tourists
a lot during monsoon sea-
son. Among the countless
waterfalls of Bastar,
Chitrakote falls,
Tirathgarh, Tamra
Ghumar, Mendri Ghumar,
Mandwa falls are quite
popular with the tourists.

In this series, under the
efforts of Kanger Valley
National Park (KVNP),
now tourists will get the
facility of Gypsy safari
from Jagdalpur.

Director of Kanger
Ghati National Park

Dhammshil Ganveer said
that Gypsy safaris can
now be booked from
Jagdalpur to take tourists
from Jagdalpur to
Tirathgarh and
Chitrakote falls. First, this
facility will be provided
from the Travel Bastar of-
fice located at Sirhasar
Chowk and the new bus
stand. Tourists can now
take advantage of Gypsy
safari to see the rural cul-
ture along with visiting
the waterfalls of Bastar. It

will provide a different ad-
venture experience to the
tourists during the mon-
soon period.

Efforts to connect
Bastar's culture with bio-
diversity

The Kanger Ghati
National Park of Bastar
district is an area full of
biodiversity where people
of different tribes have
also lived for years. In an
effort to make bio-diversi-
ty and co-existence of
human beings an integral

part of public life, the
Director of Kanger Ghati
National Park,
Dhammsheel Ganveer,
held discussions with the
officers and employees of
Badal Academy. Efforts
are being made to intro-
duce the culture of Bastar
with biodiversity through
nukkad-natak in the vil-
lages around the park. For
this, the artists of the vil-
lages will be trained by
preparing scripts with
help of Badal's team.

Goria Bahar Nullah, Indravati’s
old bridge submerged 
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Jagdalpur, Jul 13:
Necessary security
arrangements have been
made by the district ad-
ministration in the flood
affected areas due to exces-
sive rainfall. On the in-
structions of Collector
Chandan Kumar, due to
overflowing  of water from
the old bridge on Indravati
river and the Goria Bahar
nullah, the movement of
traffic was restricted in
view of security.

Along with this, Home
Guard personnel have also
been deployed on the spot.
SDM Jagdalpur
Omprakash Verma said
that continuous monitor-

ing is being done in the
flood affected areas.
Preparations are under-
way to maintain other

arrangements including
necessary security.

On the spot inspection
was done by SDM Verma,

Commandant Home
Guard SK Marble,
Tehsildar Pushpraj Patra,
Sirmour and other offi-
cers and employees.
Collector Chandan Kumar
gave instructions to make
necessary preparations
for flood disaster manage-
ment in the area facing
waterlogging due to heavy
rains.

Along with marking the
places for relief camps in
the affected areas, he di-
rected to keep food items,
drinking water system,
availability of medicines
and necessary prepara-
tions for relief camps.
Collector Mr. Kumar gave
the above instructions by
taking a meeting of the
time-limit meeting in the
'Prerna' meeting room of
the district office.

p Due to heavy rains p From Jagdalpur to
visit Tirathgarh
and Chitrakot falls
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Need to promote fish products, food: Dakshinkar
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Dhamdha, Jul 14: The
National Fish Farmers
Day was observed was ob-
served in Fisheries
Polytechnic, Rajpur in
Dhamdha here on July 10.
In this a team of 30 female
fish farmers from Women
Self-Help Group (WSGHs)
of Gram Birjahapur and
Baharpur were imparted
one-day training on how to
make value-based fish cut-
lets.

The chief guest of the
programme was Dr NP
Dakshinkar, Vice

Chancellor - Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University,
Durg. Dakshinkar in his
address said that India tops
in Fish production and so
far we have promoted fish
production only.

But now the time has
come to make it value
based and prepare fish
pickles, fish 'papad', fish
burger, fish pizza, fish cut-
lets and others and sell it
in the market, so that the
financial condition of fish
farmers can be strength-

ened. The special guest of
the programme Dr Sanjay
Shakya, Director
Extended Education serv-
ices, Kamdhenu
University, Durg, in-
formed that fish is the best
source of protein and the
food products made out of
fishes should be promoted
in the state.

The other special guest
Dr Disha Thakur, in-
Charge and
Gyanecologist, CHC
Dhamdha also suggested
the fish farmers to pro-

mote use of fish-based
food products and eata-
bles, as there are lots of
protein and other ele-
ments in fish. Eating fish
helps in avoiding diseases
related to heart and weak-
ening of eyes.

In this programme, Dean
Fisheries College,
Kawardha, Dr GK Dutta in-
formed that ten years back,
the state used to import
fish seeds from other states
and now the good thing is
that the state is generating
sufficient fish seeds and ex-

porting it to other states
and termed it as big
achievement for the state
government. Dr Niranjan
Sarang, Principal
Fisheries College,
Dhamdha underlining the
importance of the pro-
gramme cited the impor-
tance of celebrating Fish
Farmers Day on July 10.

The programme was
conducted by Prerna
Devrao Kasti, Asst.
Professor. On this occasion
Dr Rohitash Yadav,
Tameshwar, Uma Ratre,
Devati Jaiswal and Omkar
Sahu Asst. Prof. were pres-
ent. Vaibhav Chourasiya
proposed vote of thanks to
all the dignitaries. Kailash
Das Manikpuri, Ashutosh
Dubey, Indra Kumar Sahu,
Rishi, Motilal Markandey
and other employees of
the Fisheries College and
students were present in
large number.

p WSHGs imparted
training on making
fish cutlets

p On occasion of
National Fish
Farmers Day

Collector honours child scientists 
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Pandaria, Jul 13:
Winners and guides of the
29th National Children's
Science Congress 2021
were felicitated by District
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe.

The Collector gave cer-
tificates to Jyoti Dhruva, a
science teacher guiding
the selected child scien-
tists at the district and

state level, including
Pankaj Kumar Sahu and
Lalita Sahu, who excelled
in the state level children's
science competition.

These students, study-
ing in Government High
School Somnapur Naya,
told people about the topic
of waste management and
their use.

Pankaj Sahu has also se-
cured the second position
in the state and first in the

district with 98.5 marks in
the top ten merit list in the
10th board examination.

On this occasion
Assistant Director M.K
Gupta, Block Sports
Officer Ashwani
Chandrakar, In-charge
Principal Santosh Kumar
Sahu, Lecturer Yogesh
Kumar Gurudiwan ,
teacher Mahesh Jaiswal,
student Jayanti Sahu,
Yatri Patel were present.
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Kharora, Jul 13: Water
Quality Fortnight is to
being celebrated from July
1 to July 15 by Jal Jeevan
Mission Public
Engineering Department,
and under the same in
Tilda Block Gram
Panchayat Asounda,

Kurra, Budera School,
also water week was cele-
brated. Along with this,
women and school chil-
dren were also informed
about the quality of water
during the rainy season by
visiting the village, under
which treating the water
received during the rainy
season was discussed.

Water borne diseases
like cholera, malaria, ty-
phoid, vomiting, diarrhea,
cold, fever etc. were also
discussed and measures to
prevent them were also
told. Along with this, stag-
nation of dirty water,
cleanliness around your
house as well as cleaning
of hand pumps, taps,

wells, around drinking
water sources were en-
couraged and use of water
with sticks and usage of
water by boiling, filtering
and covering was also en-
couraged. The villagers
were made aware by or-
ganizing a program by the
coordinator, community
worker.

Nari Shakti Cluster gives information 
about water borne diseases 

Women’s wing of AMWF organizes ‘Henna’ competition
Mayor Safira Sahu was present as the Chief Guest

Tuberculosis turning slow epidemic
due to sand mines and rice mills
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DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  1133::  After 26 people
died of tuberculosis (TB) in the last
five years, the district is turning an
epicenter of TB patients. In
Tendukona, Dari, Amethi, Joratarai,
Rajpur, Nari, Megha in Dhamtari
district, TB patients are found in
abundance and according to the
Health Department, 1243 in the
year-2018, 1495 in the year-2019,
932 in the year-2020, 970 in the year
2021 and 706 till June 28, 2022 have
got infected of the disease.  In this
way, 5346 people have suffered
from this disease in the last five
years, while 26 patients have died.
In the year 2022, from January to
June, and in the last 6 months, more
than seven hundred patients have
appeared.  It is noteworthy that due
to lack of employment opportuni-
ties, most of the people of this area
work in sand mines and there are

also reports of many people in debt
due to TB disease.  Suklal Sahu of
village Darri is battling TB disease
for the last two years and he has
spent more than 50 thousand on
this disease, yet he has not got re-
lief.  Shatrughan Nishad and wife,
resident of village Borsi, work in the
sand mine; similarly Suresh Sahu of
Village Nari, Manohar Devangan
says that due to the dust flying from
the mines, he has a lot of trouble in
breathing. Treatment is also going
on with the doctor, but there is no
significant improvement in health.
According to information, there are
62 sand mines in the district and a
large number of laborers work in
them and dust blowing during sand
filling is becoming a threat to them.
Similarly, TB disease is also being
spread by particles flying from the
chimneys of rice mills as there are
about 225 rice mills in the district
and most of the rice mills are locat-

ed in Dhamtari city.  In the industrial
ward, more or less every household
is suffering from TB, similarly, dust
and pebbles flying from the solvent
plant in Arjuni are also proving to be
very deadly. The situation here is
that along with TB, most people are
also falling prey to eye diseases too. 

What officer says
"TB is an infectious disease

and it is treated free of cost in
the district hospital. Health
workers of Primary Health
Center are going from village
to village and taking slide sam-
ples of symptomatic patients.
Public awareness campaign is
being conducted to control this
disease."

--    DDrr..  DDKK  TTuurrrree,,  CCMMHHOO,,
DDhhaammttaarrii..

SEIZED PLASTIC BAGS

Jammu Municipal Corporation (JMC) officials with plastic bags seized from a market

at Paloura area in Jammu, Wednesday, July 13.

HIGH TIDE

Flooding in front of food stalls during the monsoon season, at Dadar beach in
Mumbai, Wednesday, July 13.

Cong urges Scheduled Tribe’s body to direct Centre
to withdraw new forest conservation rules

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The Congress has urged
the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes to take note
of the alleged “violation” of
the Forest Rights Act 2006
and ask the Centre to with-
draw the new forest conserva-
tion rules in public interest.

The party alleged that the
new forest conservation rules
will lead to disempowerment,
dispossession, and displace-
ment of STs and other tradi-
tional forest dwellers
(OTFDs), and fuel conflict in
tribal areas. In a letter to the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
chairperson, Harsh

Chouhan, AICC national co-
ordinator SC, ST, OBC and
minority departments K Raju
said the Ministry of
Environment Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
has notified the new Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022 on
June 29, and alleged that
these rules have been notified
without holding any public
consultation with stakehold-
ers.

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh, who has crit-
icised the Centre’s move of
bringing in the new rules,
shared Raju’s letter to the
NCST on Twitter and
slammed the rules as “anti-
Adivasi”. The FC Rules 2022

replace the earlier 2003
Forest Conservation Rules
and its amendments in 2004,
2014 and 2017, Raju noted in
his letter. The FC Rules 2022
completely “undermine and
violate” the Forest Rights Act
2006 by diluting the legal re-
quirement of ensuring FRA
compliance and of seeking
the consent of Gram Sabha
before diverting forest land,
Raju said. The new rules vio-
late the statutory legal man-
date to ensure compliance of
FRA and the consent of
Gram Sabha prior to the di-
version of forest land as al-
ready established as per the
guideline of MoEFCC issued
on August 3, 2009, the judg-

ment of the Supreme Court
in the case of Orissa Mining
Corporation vs the MoEF &
others, 2013 and the FC Rules
of 2017, the letter dated July
12 said.

It is important to point out
that even the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has
earlier written letters to the
MoEFCC clarifying the posi-
tion of law to ensure FRA
compliance prior to the ap-
proval of forest diversions
and also raising objections to
the Environment ministry
circular in February exempt-
ing the requirement of en-
suring FRA compliance in
stage 1 of granting in-princi-
ple approval.

CPM worker murder case: Kerala
HC acquits 13 RSS workers

KKoocchhii,,  JJuull  1133  ((PPTTII))::  The Kerala
High Court has acquitted 13
RSS workers in a case relating
to the killing of a CPI(M)
activist in Thiruvananthapuram
in 2008, saying the prosecution
had miserably failed to prove
the incriminating circum-
stances against the accused.

A bench comprising Justices
K Vinod Chandran and C
Jayachandran, on Tuesday
allowed the appeal filed by the
RSS workers challenging a
Sessions Court verdict convict-
ing them. The bench observed
that the political rivalry was a
simmering cauldron of
intrigue, spite and deceit,
often spewing out the venom
of hatred, in the form of mind-

less bloodshed. “The manner
in which events were por-
trayed before the Court,
smacks of a deliberate attempt
to tutor witness and collect
evidence, to define a scripted
story. The sad saga of political
rivalry and mindless killing, as
we have noticed in many
cases, tears under the social
fabric of the State,” it said.
“The yearly remembrances,
only stoke the fires of rivalry
and do not wipe the tears of
the bereaved or awaken the
conscience of those who mat-
ter. Another life is lost and yet
another prosecution fails, both
lying on the wayside, grim
reminders to the society of the
futility of it all. 

Two held for duping 
Delhi man of Rs 13 lakh for
providing brand franchise

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

Two men from
Jharkhand were arrested
for allegedly duping a Delhi
resident of over Rs 13 lakh
on the pretext of providing
him a Parle distributor fran-
chise, police said on
Wednesday.

Accused Ravi Lohar (27)
and Kailash Kumar Singh
(34) were nabbed from in
Jamshedpur, they said.

Two mobile phones and
SIM cards used in the crime
were seized from their pos-
session, police said. A com-
plaint was received from a
resident of Delhi’s Uttam
Nagar alleging that he ap-
plied for Parle distributor-
ship at https://parledistrib-
utorship.com on February
13, following which he re-
ceived an email regarding
the payment, they said. The
complainant said he trans-
ferred Rs 13,40,080 to three
different bank accounts, in-
cluding Indian Bank and
Union Bank of India, in the

name of Parle franchise, po-
lice said. Later, the man re-
ceived calls from two differ-
ent numbers and he was
asked to pay more Rs 4.40
lakh and Rs 8.20 lakh. The
complainant didn’t pay the
amount and found that he
was duped of over Rs 13
lakh, a senior police officer.
A case was registered and
during investigation, details
and statements of the bank
accounts were obtained, he
said. Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Dwarka) M
Harsha Vardhan said dur-
ing investigation it was
found that the beneficiary
bank account was being op-
erated by Ravi Lohar. Lohar
was traced in his native
place in Jamshedpur, he
said. “During interrogation,
Lohar disclosed that his as-
sociate Kailash Kumar
Singh, also a resident of
Jamshedpur, is also in-
volved in this fraud and,
subsequently, Singh was
also apprehended, the DCP
said.

Mamata makes, serves ‘pani
puris’ to people in Darjeeling
Darjeeling, Jul 13 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
displaying her innovative
skill of communicating
with people, made ‘pani
puris’ at a roadside stall in
Darjeeling and served the
lip-smacking snack to chil-
dren and tourists visiting
the hill.

In a video that went viral
on social media, the
Trinamool Congress supre-
mo was seen stuffing the
crispy hollow ‘puris’ with
mashed potatoes and serv-
ing them to people after dip-
ping them in tamarind
water on Tuesday.

She showed her expertise
in making phuchka, as
‘pani puri’ is called in West
Bengal, while visiting a stall
operated by women of a
self-help group (SHG) in the
‘queen of the hills’.

Sharing the video, the
TMC tweeted: “Our Hon’ble
C h a i r p e r s o n
@MamataOfficial visited
SHG operated food stall,

Sunday Haat in Darjeeling.
Showing her appreciation
for the women’s hard work,
she joined them in the
preparation of Bengal’s
favourite, Puchkas and also
fed enthusiastic children
the delectable snack!”

To one of the tourists,
Banerjee asked the stall
owner to serve him a
“phuchka as he is a guest”.

The TMC boss is on a
visit to the hills to partici-
pate in the swearing-in cere-
mony of the newly elected
board members of the
Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, she is ex-
pected to attend a birth an-
niversary celebration of
Nepali poet Bhanubhakta
Acharya.

Congress sees politics
in national emblem:

Karnataka CM

Mangaluru, Jul 13 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Wednesday
said the Centre has al-
ready issued clarifications
on the controversy over
national emblem installed
atop the new Parliament
building. Answering
queries from reporters at
Manipal in Udupi on the
allegation that the emblem
does not resemble the stat-
ue in Sarnath, he said it
depends on the eyes of the
beholder. He said the em-
blem designed is similar to
that at Sarnath and the

face of the lion is also the
same.

The Opposition’s charge
of fierceness in the new
emblem is reflection of
their way of thinking, he
said.

Its fierceness shows our
way of thinking. The
angle from which the
Congress looks at it is dif-
ferent as they are trying to
see politics in it.”

A fresh row erupted on
Tuesday over the national
emblem atop the new
Parliament building, with
the opposition accusing
the central government of
giving a ferocious look to
the sculpture and insult-
ing the symbol, while the
BJP dismissed it as yet an-
other conspiracy to target
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He further said the
country has an active
prime minister. Our lion is
fierce. Congress believes
in the sleeping lion and it
reflects their culture,
Bommai added.

BJP cites Pak journalist’s claims
to attack ex-VP Ansari, Congress

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

The BJP on Wednesday
asked former vice presi-
dent Hamid Ansari and
the Congress to come
clean on the claims of a
Pakistani journalist that
he had visited India five
times during the UPA rule
and passed on sensitive in-
formation collected here
to his country’s spy
agency ISI.

BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia cited
Pakistani journalist
Nusrat Mirza’s purported
comments that he had vis-
ited India on Ansari’s invi-
tations and also met him.

If Congress leaders
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi
besides the then vice presi-
dent remain silent on the
questions raised by the
ruling party, it will
amount to their admission
to these “sins”, Bhatia told
reporters.

No comment was avail-

able from either the
Congress or Ansari.

Clips of Mirza’s inter-
views doing the rounds on
social media suggest that
he attended a seminar on
terrorism in India in
which Ansari spoke.

At a press conference,
Bhatia said, “People of
India are giving you so
much respect and you are
betraying the country.
Isn’t this treason? Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul and Hamid
Ansari should come out
and reply to this.”

Mirza said claimed in an
interview in Pakistan that
Ansari had invited him
five times to India during
2005-11 and shared ex-
tremely sensitive and clas-
sified information, the
BJP leader claimed.

“He took the informa-
tion from Ansari and it
was used against India,”
Bhatia alleged, adding that
Mirza was also invited to a
seminar on the issue of

terrorism.
“A person who is shar-

ing information with the
ISI is invited to come to
India. Was this the
Congress’ policy to end
terrorism?

“This is the party’s poi-
sonous mindset. Our gov-
ernment has resolved to
root out terrorism. On the
other hand, this is the
Congress mindset,” he
said.

Other BJP leaders also
attacked Ansari.

BJP vice president
Baijayant Jay Panda
tweeted, “It is astonishing
to read about the claims of
a Pakistani journalist in-
volving our former Vice
President Hamid Ansari.
What is even more shock-
ing is that he got a 2nd
term during the UPA govt!
Were the top posts compro-
mised during that period?
It raises some serious
doubts.”

Citing Mirza’s claims,

Bhatia said he was given
the visa to visit seven
Indian cities against the
practice of three cities.

He also referred to the
comments of a former op-
erative of RAW, India’s ex-
ternal spy agency, to allege
that Ansari had harmed
the country’s interests
when he was its envoy to
Iran.

Asked if the BJP was
seeking legal action in the
matter, he said the party’s
job is to raise issues and it
is for the investigation
agencies to probe.

He said Ansari should
clarify if he was aware
that Mirza was to pass the
information to the ISI, and
whether the former vice
president was acting at the
prodding of the Congress
leadership.

The Congress can go to
any extent and compro-
mise with national securi-
ty in its petty and ugly pol-
itics, he alleged.
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BRIEF

Interim stay   
Bengaluru: The
Karnataka High
Court has given an in-
terim stay on an FIR
and proceedings
against the directors
of an online betting
site. The complaint
against the UP-based
online company’s di-
rectors was filed by
Shivarudraswamy C,
from Sulibele,
Bengaluru, who lost
Rs 1,500 on a bet. He
found that the money
he lost was not credit-
ed to the online com-
pany but another ac-
count.

Shopkeeper injured 
New Delhi: A 46-year-
old shopkeeper was
severely injured after
a group of people al-
legedly attacked him
in North Delhi’s
Kotwali area, police
said on Wednesday.
Deepak Jain, who sus-
tained injuries on
both his hands and
legs, is undergoing
treatment at
Sanjeevan Hospital in
Daryaganj, they said.
Jain’s family suspect-
ed the involvement of
the shop owner be-
hind the incident, po-
lice said.

Hijab ban
New Delhi: The
Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to
hear next week a
batch of pleas chal-
lenging the
Karnataka High
Court verdict refusing
to lift the ban on hijab
in educational institu-
tions of the state. A
bench comprising
Chief Justice N V
Ramana and Justices
Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli took note
of the submissions of
lawyer Prashant
Bhushan that the mat-
ters were filed long
back but were yet to
be listed for hearing.
The girls are losing
out on studies,
Bhushan said.

Rescued
Ranchi: Six women
migrant workers hail-
ing from Jharkhand’s
West Singhbhum dis-
trict have been rescued
from Tamil Nadu
where they were held
captive in a yarn spin-
ning unit, a Jharkhand
government release
said on Wednesday.
The migrant workers
hail from Sonua block
of Chaibasa and were
forced by a contractor
to work at the spinning
mill. They were held
hostage and were not
allowed to return, it
said. The Jharkhand
government inter-
vened after they ap-
pealed for help. The
Safe and Responsible
Migration Center,
Chaibasa, and State
Migrant Control Room
worked for the safe re-
turn of the women, the
release said.

Parents, son die
Pathanamthitta
(Ker): Three mem-
bers of a family died
in a car accident on M
C Road state highway
early Wednesday
morning when a SUV
coming from the op-
posite side crossed
over onto their lane
and collided head-on
with their vehicle, po-
lice said. The accident
occurred around 6.30
AM at a curve on the
M C Road near
Puthussery village in
Pathanamthitta dis-
trict. The victims
were travelling from
Thiruvananthapura
m to Pandalam, while
the occupants of the
SUV were on their
way to
Chadayamangalam
from Kozhikode.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee prepares
phuchka, as pani puri is called in state, at a roadside stall
in Darjeeling. Banerjee served the lip-smacking snack to
children and tourists.

Shiv Sena stakes claim for LoP
in Maha Legislative Council

Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI):
After being dislodged
from power in
Maharashtra, the Shiv
Sena has staked claim for
the post of leader of oppo-
sition in the state
Legislative Council.

A delegation of Shiv
Sena MLCs - Manisha
Kayande, Sachin Ahir,
Ambadas Danve, Vilas
Potnis and Sunil Shinde -
met Counil Deputy
Chairperson Neelam
Gorhe on Monday and
submitted a letter staking
claim for the post of the
LoP and chief whip.

The race is between the
NCP and the Shiv Sena,

amid fears that some of its
members may switch
sides.

The Sharad Pawar-led
NCP is just two short of
the Sena’s tally in the
Upper House of the state
legislature. As on July 8,
the 78-member
Maharashtra Legislative
Council has 24 BJP mem-
bers, 12 of the Shiv Sena
and 10 each of the
Congress and NCP. The
Lok Bharti, Peasants and
Workers Party of India
and the Rashtriya Samaj
Paksh have one member
each. The Council also has
four independents, while
15 seats are vacant.
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CONGRESSIONAL PICNIC

President Joe Biden poses for a photo with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., during the Congressional Picnic

on the South Lawn of the White House.
Colombo, Jul 13 (PTI):

Sri Lanka on
Wednesday declared a
state of emergency after
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the
Maldives on a military jet
in the face of a public re-
volt against his govern-
ment for mishandling the
country’s economy.

The Prime Minister’s
office informed the media
organisations that the
state of emergency in the
country and a curfew in
the Western province had

been imposed.
Meanwhile, protesters

marched to the Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office,
urging him to resign after
the news came in that
President Rajapaksa had
left for the Maldives.

They broke through a
barricade despite tear gas
before storming the
prime minister’s office,
demanding his resigna-
tion.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe has al-
ready said he was willing

to resign and make way
for an all-party govern-
ment to take over.

On Saturday, Rajapaksa
had announced to step
down on Wednesday after
thousands of protesters
stormed his official resi-
dence, blaming him for
the unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis that has
brought the country to its
knees.

Sri Lanka’s political
parties have stepped up
efforts to form an all-
party government and
subsequently elect a new

President on July 20 to
prevent the bankrupt na-
tion sliding further into
anarchy.

Under the Sri Lankan
Constitution, if both the
president and prime min-
ister resign, the Speaker
of parliament will serve
as acting president for a
maximum of 30 days.

The Parliament will
elect a new president
within 30 days from one
of its members, who will
hold the office for the re-
maining two years of the
current term.

The anti-government
protesters continue to oc-
cupy the three main
buildings in the capital,
the President’s House, the
presidential secretariat
and the prime minister’s
official residence, Temple
Trees, calling for their
resignations.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, is
under the grip of an un-
precedented economic
turmoil, the worst in
seven decades, leaving
millions struggling to buy
food, medicine, fuel and
other essentials. Prime
M i n i s t e r
Wickremesinghe last
week said Sri Lanka is
now a bankrupt country.

Lanka declares state of
emergency, curfew clamped

India’s partnership can be game changer’ in
I2U2 grouping: Former Israeli NSA

Jerusalem, Jul 13 (PTI):

The formation of the
new I2U2 grouping is a sig-
nificant development
where India’s partnership
can prove to be a “game
changer”, a former Israeli
National Security Adviser
has said ahead of the
forum’s first high-level
meeting which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will attend virtually on
Thursday.

The I2U2 - comprising
India, Israel, the UAE and
the US - was established in
October 2021 following an
initiative by the four coun-
tries’ foreign ministers as
part of External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s
visit to Israel.

In a virtual conference,
the four foreign ministers
agreed to utilise comple-
mentary capabilities to
fulfil overlapping inter-
ests, thus bolstering coop-
eration and strengthening
the strategic partnership
between the new Quad
partners.

As Israel prepares to

welcome US President Joe
Biden on Wednesday in a
packed three-day pro-
gramme that includes a
high-level meeting of the
new I2U2 forum in which
Prime Minister Modi
would participate virtual-
ly, Israel’s former National
Security Adviser, Maj Gen
Yaakov Amidror told PTI
that “India can also help to
enhance and expand the
scope of Abraham accords
bringing in new coun-
tries”.

“It has the ability to
push others by saying that
it is in the interest of the
world,” said Amidror, who
continues to be active with
several think-tanks.

Amid the building ex-
citement around Biden’s
trip to the region during
which Israel and the
United States are expected
to declare a “strategic
partnership”, including a
joint commitment to foil
Iran’s nuclear ambitions
using “all elements of na-
tional power”, the discus-
sion of I2U2 leaders has re-
ceived wide attention.

Experts believe that it
has the potential to build
on the Abraham accords
to expand regional part-
nership beyond the Middle
East, specifically on ener-
gy, tech and economic is-
sues.

The stated purpose of
the meeting of the I2U2
forum, also dubbed the
new Quad, is to discuss the
food security crisis and
other areas of cooperation
across hemispheres”.

Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid and Biden in
Jerusalem will be joined
virtually by Prime
Minister Modi and United
Arab Emirates President
Mohamed bin Zayed on
Thursday afternoon for
the discussions.

The leaders’ remarks at
the start of the event will
be broadcast live, an offi-
cial release said on
Tuesday. “Trade, where
Israel can serve as a
bridge, agriculture, food
security and sophisticated
technology are likely to
prominently figure in the
talks”, Amidror said.

The former Israeli NSA
said that Biden’s visit will
definitely help build a pos-
itive momentum among
Arab states looking to nor-
malise ties with Israel and
also nudge several others
who are part of the “under
the table crowded scene”.

With the Russian-
Ukrainian war posing new
challenges in the energy
market in Europe and in
the Middle East, Amidror
said that Greece, Cyprus
and Israel working togeth-
er on natural gas pipeline
projects can be an impor-
tant development also in
the context of the I2U2 dis-
cussions. “Add India to
this new situation, where
Israel is a bridge with
Europe and India another
big trading partner in the
whole context - it will be a
game changer”, he noted.

The European Union, as
per reports, aims to cut its
reliance on Russian gas by
two-thirds this year and
end all Russian fossil fuel
imports by 2027 due to
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Washington, Jul 13 (PTI):

NASA’s James Webb
Space Telescope has de-
tected signs of water,
along with evidence for
clouds and haze, in the at-
mosphere of a hot, puffy

gas giant planet orbiting
a Sun-like star over a
thousand light years
away, the US space agency
said on Wednesday.

The observation is the
most detailed of its kind
to date, demonstrating

Webb’s unprecedented
ability to analyse distant
atmospheres, according
to NASA. WASP-96 b is
one of more than 5,000
confirmed exoplanets
in the Milky Way.

Located roughly
1,150 light-years away
in the southern-sky
constellation Phoenix,
it represents a type of
gas giant that has no
direct analogue in our
solar system, it said in
a statement.

With a mass less
than half that of
Jupiter and a diameter
1.2 times greater,
WASP-96 b is much

puffier than any planet
orbiting our Sun. With a
temperature greater

than 538 degrees
Celsius, it is significant-
ly hotter.

Webb telescope detects water on distant planet

London, Jul 13 (PTI):

The race to replace Boris
Johnson as the Conservative
Party leader and British
Prime Minister may have
just officially begun but it
has already made history for
its diverse line-up of candi-
dates, including two British
Indians.

Frontrunner former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak and
Attorney General Suella
Braverman, both 42, have
much in common as UK-
born Indian-origin politi-

cians who campaigned for
Brexit in the 2016 referen-
dum.

The others vying for the
top job at Downing Street on
the ballot paper as the nomi-
nations closed on Tuesday
evening also reflect that di-
versity in London-born for-
mer minister Kemi
Badenoch, 42, of Nigerian
origin and Iraq-born
Chancellor Nadhim Zahawi,
55, who came to the UK as a
refugee when he was 11
years old and his family fled
Baghdad under Saddam

Hussein.
Trade Minister Penny

Mordaunt and Tory back-
bencher Tom Tugendhat, are
both 49 and have a military
background, with Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss, 46, and
former minister Jeremy
Hunt, 55, completing the list
of eight Conservative Party
MPs nominated for the race.
Sunak made his pitch to be-
come the first British Prime
Minister of Indian-origin
with a slick video that refer-
enced the very personal mi-
gration story of his rural

Africa based Indian mater-
nal grandmother, Sraksha,
boarding a flight from
Tanzania to build a better
life in the UK in the 1960s.

“This young woman came
to Britain where she man-
aged to find a job, but it took
her nearly a year to save
enough money for her hus-
band and children to follow
her. One of those children
was my mother aged 15, says
Sunak, in the video which
has been viewed nearly
50,000 since its release last
week.

UK PM race most diverse in history with 
2 British Indians on shortlist

Washington, Jul 13 (AP):

With thousands of sanc-
tions already imposed on
Russia to flatten its econo-
my, the U.S. and its allies
are working on new meas-
ures to starve the Russian
war machine while also
stopping the price of oil
and gasoline from soaring
to levels that could crush
the global economy.

The Kremlin’s main pil-
lar of financial revenue oil
has kept the Russian econ-
omy afloat despite export
bans, sanctions and the
freezing of central bank
assets. European allies of
the U.S. plan to follow the
Biden administration and
take steps to stop their use
of Russian oil by the end
of this year, a move that
some economists say
could cause the supply of
oil worldwide to drop and
push prices as high as 200
a barrel.

That risk has the U.S.
and its allies seeking to es-
tablish a buyer’s cartel to
control the price of
Russian oil. Group of
Seven leaders have tenta-
tively agreed to back a cap
on the price of Russian
oil. Simply speaking, par-
ticipating countries
would agree to purchase
the oil at lower-than-mar-
ket price.

High energy costs are
already straining
economies and threaten-
ing fissures among the
countries opposing
Russian President
Vladimir Putin for the in-
vasion of Ukraine in
February. President Joe
Biden has seen his public
approval slip to levels that
hurt Democrats’ chances

in the midterm elections,
while leaders in the United
Kingdom, Germany and
Italy are coping with the
economic devastation
caused by trying to move
away from Russian natu-
ral gas and petroleum.

The idea behind the cap
is to lower gas prices for
consumers and help bring
the war in Ukraine to a
halt. Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen is currently
touring Indo-Pacific coun-
tries to lobby for the pro-
posal. In Japan on
Tuesday, Yellen and
Japanese Finance
Minister Suzuki
Shunichi said in a joint
statement that the coun-
tries have agreed to ex-
plore the feasibility of

price caps where appro-
priate.

However, China and
India, two countries that
have maintained business
relationships with Russia
during the war, will need
to get on board. The ad-
ministration is confident
China and India, already
buying from Russia at dis-
counted prices, can be en-
ticed to embrace the plan
for price caps. We think
that ultimately countries
around the world that are
currently purchasing
Russian oil will be very
interested in paying as lit-
tle as possible for that
Russian oil, Treasury
Deputy Secretary Wally
Adeyemo told The
Associated Press.

US, allies aim to cap Russian
oil prices to hinder invasion

D espite the promise by
all countries to end TB

by 2030 (and India to end TB
by 2025), decline in TB rates,
deaths, and number of new
infections, is not steep
enough to meet the target.
Lot more action (and invest-
ment) needs to urgently hap-
pen if we are to #endTB in
next 101 months globally (and
next 41 months in India).
That is why, the global Stop
TB Partnership has unveiled
a new costed plan for the
world to end TB, the second
leading cause of death, after
COVID-19, from a single infec-
tious-disease agent.

The Global Plan to End TB
2023-2030 emphasises on a
new global focus on preven-
tion and control of this neg-
lected, and perhaps the old-
est, airborne disease that still
remains a health threat for
every person on this planet
earth, infecting 10 million
people killing 1.3 million of
them every year.

The Plan outlines the prior-
ity actions that could save
millions of lives through
early prevention, diagnosis,
treatment and care of TB
with a total investment of
US$ 250 billion between now

and 2030. Of this, US$ 157 bil-
lion is for TB prevention and
care, US$ 53 billion for vacci-
nation once new vaccines are
available, and US$ 40 billion
to accelerate the development
of new TB treatment regi-
mens, diagnostics and a new
TB vaccine.

As pointed out by Dr
Lucica Ditiu, Executive
Director of the Stop TB
Partnership, the proposed in-
vestment of US$ 10 billion in
new TB vaccines (as envis-
aged in this Plan) is 10 times
less than what was injected in
the research and develop-
ment for COVID-19 vaccines
with a compelling sense of
urgency and purpose. So it
should be possible to have a
TB vaccine by 2025.

TB response remains se-
verely under-resourced
Even as the global TB re-

sponse remains severely
under-resourced, and people
with TB continue to experi-
ence some of the highest out
of pocket expenditures, mo-
bilising US$ 250 billion dol-
lars in the next 7 years will
indeed be a daunting task.
But as pointed out by Dr
Paula Fujiwara, Chair of the
Global Plan Task Force, the
economic return on this in-
vestment by 2030 would be
huge - US$ 16 for every US$ 1
invested globally, and as high
as US$ 28 for every US$ 1 in-
vested in low- and lower mid-
dle-income countries. At the
same time, the cost of inac-
tion could be high, if TB will
to continue to kill between
4,000-5,000 people every day,
and result in a global econom-
ic loss of US$1 trillion.

Sharing some of the Plan’s

highlights during its online
launch, Dr Fujiwara said that
once implemented, the pro-
jected impact of the Plan is to
get at least 95% of people liv-
ing with TB diagnosed; 35
million people with TB to ac-
cess treatment (including 3.7
million children and 2.2 mil-
lion people with drug resist-
ant TB); 35 million people to
access TB preventive treat-
ment by 2030; and to have at
least one TB vaccine for wide-
spread use by 2026.

In an interview with CNS
(Citizen News Service), Dr
Fujiwara highlighted some
of the new issues that have
been included in the plan -
like “putting prevention and
control of this airborne res-
piratory disease at the centre
of pandemic preparedness
and response efforts (keep-
ing in mind that future pan-
demics are also likely to be
caused by airborne respira-
tory infections); pushing for
a much needed TB vaccine;
addressing mental health is-
sues in people with TB; look-
ing at community/home
based models of TB care and
control; understanding the
role of One Health in TB
care and control; educating
the community so it can ad-
vocate for resources for new
diagnostics, medications and
vaccine; and also educating
the researchers to involve
the community from the
start and listen to their
needs”.
Gender-responsive, rights
and justice-based people

centric approach to end TB
Dr Paula Fujiwara empha-

sised upon a gender-respon-
sive, rights and justice-based

people centric approach (and
not a patient centric or per-
son centric care) directed to-
wards all those who are af-
fected by TB, including com-
munities, families, work-
places, among others.

Speaking at the online
launch of the Plan, Obiefuna
Arinze Austin, Executive
Director, Afro Global
Alliance Ghana and Vice
Chair of Stop TB
Partnership rightly pointed
out that it is not only about
mobilising resources but
also about bridging the gaps
in service delivery.

“TB response is largely
bio-medically focussed. But
there can be nothing for us
without us (the community).
It is important to ensure that
involvement of TB affected
community extends beyond
service delivery. It is not just
about case findings and rais-
ing awareness but also en-
suring that targets are met.
We were far behind meeting
targets even before COVID-
19. We must practice what we
preach and ensure meaning-
ful participation and involve-
ment of civil society and af-
fected communities,” he
said.

In the words of Dr
Fujiwara: “We cannot ignore
a disease just because it has
been relegated only to the
poorest parts of the world.
With our attention diverted -
along with the absence of fi-
nancial commitments - TB
has strengthened its grip on
our planet. But we can re-
gain control and meet our
commitments to end TB by
2030 as long as we assert our
political will now."
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Fragile ecosystem
Cloudbursts and landslides

come under the category of
natural disasters and little
can be done about it. However,
human intervention in the
form of construction activity
and deforestation has aggra-
vated landslides. An early
warning system could be use-
ful in evacuating people
before the catastrophe strikes.
The number of pilgrims and
tourists too needs to be regu-
lated to help conserve and
maintain the balance of a
fragile ecosystem. In the bid
to milk tourism for all its
worth, little attention is paid
to environmental concerns.
This is not going to be the last
tragedy of its kind.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

Hate speeches
Communal unrest led to

gruesome murders in
Amravati and Udaipur. Such
incidents are irreparably
damaging the fabric of our
secular state, which is the
basic feature of our
Constitution. Hate speeches
by political and religious lead-
ers are triggering unpleasant
goings-on in our country. It is
good that the government is
mulling to bring a law against
hate speeches. It is necessary
to put the brakes on unlawful
activities fuelled by commu-
nal hatred. The sooner it is
done the better, lest behead-
ings become the order of the
day.

Maheshwer Sharma,
by mail

Relevance of Agnipath
Too much has been said

about the Agnipath scheme.
Besides patriotic bonds, the
Army provides employment
to the youth in accordance
with their competency and
wish. The present circum-
stances, wherein the supply
and demand ratio is unbal-
anced, the sustainability of
the decades-old policy seems
to be irrelevant. The tripar-
tite recruitment agreement of
1947 might be the need of that
time, but the Agnipath
scheme is the need and reality
of the present hour. The gov-
ernment is obliged to gener-
ate employment opportuni-
ties across the board for the
youth.

Sunil Kumar Mahajan,
Tihri

Introduce 
two-child norm

The UN report projecting
India to surpass China’s popu-
lation by 2023 presents an
alarming scenario. India’s
sustainable development
goals are likely to go off-track
amid the current pace of pop-
ulation growth, which will
affect the core areas of health,
education and transport. With
limited resources, India can’t
afford to keep its developmen-
tal agenda alive with unbal-
anced demographic growth.
We need a stringent law to
rein in population. A two-
child norm is the best way
out. Give priority in jobs and
social security to those who
volunteer to it as a national
responsibility.

Anil vinayak, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he massive victory scored by Japan's governing alliance  in  a
parliamentary  election  has  been possibly propelled by sympa-

thy votes in the wake ofthe assassination of  former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. The Liberal Democratic Party and its junior coalition partner
Komeito raised their combined share in the 248-seat chamber to 146 --
far beyond the majority in the elections for half of the seats in the less
powerful upper house. The results have been declared no doubt, but
there is uncertainty about how  Abe's  void  may  affect  party  unity.
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida now stands to rule without interruption
until a scheduled election in 2025. That would allow Kishida to work on
long-term policy goals such as national security, his signature but still
vague "new capitalism" economic policy, and his party's long-cherished
goal to amend the US-drafted post-war pacifist constitution. In the wake
of Abe's brazen killing, Sunday's vote took on a new meaning, with all po-
litical leaders emphasising the importance of free speech and their
pledge  not  to  back  down  on  violence  against democracy. Welcoming
the results, Kishida said he will steadily push for reinforcing Japan's na-
tional security as well a constitutional amendment. The LDP and its junior
partner as well as two supportive opposition parties together are certain
to secure enough seats needed for an amendment proposal, which re-
quires a two-thirds majority in both houses.The governing bloc already
has secured support in the other chamber. Even after stepping down as
prime minister in 2020, Abe was highly influential in the LDP and headed
its largest faction. His absence could change the power balance in the
governing party that has almost uninterruptedly ruled post war Japan
since its 1955 foundation, experts say. This could be a turning point for
the LDP over its divisive policies on gender equality, same-sex marriages
and other issues that Abe-backed ultra-conservatives with paternalistic
family values had resisted. Japan's current diplomatic and security
stance is unlikely to be  swayed  because  fundamental  changes  had al-
ready been made by Abe. His ultra-nationalist views and pragmatic poli-
cies made him a divisive figure to many, including in the Koreas and
China. Abe  stepped  down  two  years  ago  blaming  a recurrence of the
ulcerative colitis he'd had since he was a teenager. He said he regretted
leave many of his goals unfinished, including the issue of Japanese ab-
ducted years ago by North Korea, a territorial dispute with Russia, and a
revision of Japan's war-renouncing constitution that many conservatives
consider a humiliation, because of poor public support. Abe was
groomed to follow in the footsteps of  his grandfather, former Prime
Minister Nobusuke Kishi. His political rhetoric often focused on making
Japan a normal and beautiful nation with a stronger military through se-
curity alliance with the United States and bigger role in international af-
fairs. He became Japan's youngest prime minister in 2006, at age  52.  But
his  overly  nationalistic  first  stint abruptly ended a year later, also be-
cause of  his health, prompting six years of annual leadership change. He
returned to office in 2012, vowing to revitalise the nation and get its
economy out of its deflationary  doldrums  with  his  "Abenomics" formu-
la, which combines fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and structural re-
forms. He won six national elections and built a rock-solid grip on power.

Japan ruling party 
scores major victory
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Hindu devotees prepare to offer chunari at Pushkar Lake on the occasion of the Guru Purnima in Pushkar, July 13.

New global plan launched to 
end TB in next 101 months

GURU PURNIMA IN PUSHKAR

SHOBA SHUKLA

T he need for informal lend-

ing by common people is in-

creasing day by day. Most people

don't have the pre-requisite collat-

eral and documents to take loans

from formal sectors. Hence they

end up taking loans from infor-

mal sources at shocking interest

rates of up to 40%. Moreover, in

situations of emergency, people

tend to shift towards informal

lending due to the quick disburse-

ment of loans with minimum doc-

uments. China is trying to take

advantage of this situation in

India and has replaced the mon-

eylenders mentioned in

Premchand's "Godan". China has

put Sri Lanka in a debt trap by

giving excessive loans at high-in-

terest rates but it is difficult to do

the same with a big economy like

India directly. So China through

some digital lending apps is try-

ing to hijack the digital lending

market and create a debt trap situ-

ation for the people of India. Apps

like SnapIt, Udhar loan, Robo

cash and Fast Rupee are all based

on the Chinese white-label app

Alibaba Cloud and have similar

software templates. There are

also apps which imitate popular

lending platforms in India to dupe

the users. These apps tend to ac-

cess all contacts and personal

photo galleries of the user and

later blackmail them to pay the

money back with huge interest

rates. There are instances where

people have been threatened by

the employees of these apps say-

ing that an FIR will be lodged

against them while many have

been socially shamed by publical-

ly calling them a fraud and post-

ing the same on Facebook. Some

of these victims suffered in si-

lence, some committed suicide

while some others stood up

against such atrocities and coer-

cive measures taken by these

apps. But since these apps are ille-

gal, so taking necessary action

wasn't possible for the police and

the cyber cell. Moreover, China

has made huge investments in the

startup sector of India. Chinese

company Alibaba has a sizable

number of shares in companies

like the big basket, snapdeal,

Paytm and Zomato. Controlling

the economy of our country in

this manner can be a part of a big-

ger Chinese strategy. India has

witnessed growth in Chinese FDI

in fintech, Infrastructure, auto-

mobiles etc. Chinese companies

also remained major participants

in Government contracts and

public procurements but these in-

vestments might have detrimen-

tal effects in the long run if China

plans to suddenly withdraw their

investments. India should lessen

their dependence on Chinese in-

vestments, especially in the grow-

ing startup sector as it might

make India's economy and nation-

al security vulnerability.

Regarding the illegal Chinese

apps trying to create a debt trap,

the stakeholders such as the

google play store should take

steps to ensure proper identifica-

tion of such fraudulent apps to

maintain users' trust. Moreover,

there should be proper support

system groups for victims of such

atrocities in tandem with a robust

redressal mechanism for such

complaints. In India, the Fintech

sector comes under the jurisdic-

tion of the RBI and thus it is its

duty to take necessary measures

of ensuring checks and balances

on such fraudulent apps and also

create necessary awareness

amongst the people of India.

Is China building a loan mafia in India? 

I t’s a good time, almost 12 years after the world soccer body, FIFA,
awarded Qatar the 2022 World Cup hosting rights and five

months before the tournament, to evaluate the  campaign  to  reform
the  country’s erstwhile  onerous  labour  system  and accommodate
fans whose lifestyles violate restrictive laws and/or go against deeply
rooted cultural attitudes. Ultimately the balance sheet shows a mixed
bag even if one takes into account that Qatari autocracy has proven to
be more responsive and flexible in responding top ressure  by  human
rights  and  labour groups than its Gulf brothers in the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. On the plus side, the initial wave of  condem-
nation of the country’s repressive kafala labour system that put employ-
ees at the mercy of their   employers   persuaded   Qatar   to become the
first Gulf state, if not the first Arab  state,  to  engage  with its  critics.
Engagement meant giving human rights groups  and  trade  unions  ac-
cess  to  the country, allowing them to operate and hold news confer-
ences in Qatar, and involving them in drafting reforms and World Cup-
related model labour contracts. This was unprecedented in a region
where local activists are behind bars or worse and foreign critics don’t
even make it on to an inbound flight. The reforms were imperfect and
not far-reaching enough, even if Qatar introduced significant improve-
ments in the conditions for unskilled and semi-skilled workers. Further
more, on the plus side, the hosting rights sparked limited but nonethe-
less taboo-breaking discussions that touched on sensitive subjects such
as LGBT rights and the granting of citizenship to non-nationals. Qataris
openly questioned the granting of citizenship to foreign athletes so they
could be included in the Qatar national team for the 2016 Olympics
rather than medical personnel and other professionals who had con-
tributed   to   national   welfare   and development. Hosting  the  World
Cup  has  further forced Qatar, albeit in a limited fashion, to come to
grips with issues like LGBT rights that do not simply violate the coun-
try’s laws but go against its social grain to produce an inclusive tourna-
ment. In some ways, that may   have   been   more   difficult   than re-
forming   the   labour   regime   if   one considers the difference between
standing up for democratic freedoms that may have broad public sup-
port and the recognition of LGBT rights. In contrast to democratic rights,
opposition to LGBT rights is deeply engrained  in  Qatar  and  other
Muslim societies.  It  would  likely  be  socially rejected, even if  they were
enshrined in law. The difference means that the defence of LGBT  and
other  socially  controversial rights forces activists and human and LGBT
rights groups to rethink their strategies and adopt     alternative,     more
long-term approaches. It also means that they will have to embrace less
Western-centric attitudesfre quently prevalent in the campaign to re-
form  Qatar's  labour  system.  Those attitudes were evident in debates
that were also often skewed by bias, prejudice, bigotry, and sour grapes.
Moreover, the criticism often failed to consider the context. As aresult,
achieving results and pushing for reform was, to a degree, undermined
by what appeared to be a ganging up on Qatarand a singling out of the
Gulf state. Labour is an example. Human rights groups and trade  unions
treated  onerous  labour conditions in Qatar, even if  the World Cup
turned it into a prime target, as uniquely Qatari rather than a global
problem that manifests itself in other parts of the world such as
Southeast Asia and even Western democracies like Britain. Recent re-
portingy The Guardian showed that expatriate medical  and  care giver
personnel  face similar curtailing of rights and abuse in Britain.By the
same token, Qatar was taken to task for being slow in implementing its
reforms  and  ensuring  that  they  werepplied not only to World Cup proj-
ects butationwide. It remains an open question whether Qatar is driven
byad faith, ill will, and lack of political will or ineptitude that gets it stuck
in a rout. The bottom line of all of this is not whether criticism of Qatar is
justified. It largely is. The question for human rights groups and other ac-
tivists is what is, given the nature of the issues and the fact that the win-
dow on leverage over Qatar is closing, what lessons can be learned from
the experience of the last decade and what is the best strategy and ap-
proach going forward. There may be no immediate answers, but what is
evident is that strategies and approaches  aim  to  encourage  further re-
forms, and post-World Cup reform will have to be updated and adapted.

World Cup balance 
sheet presents a mixed

bag for Qatar
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Appointment

Mumbai: Diversified
Raymond group on
Wednesday appointed
Atul Singh, former
head of Coca-Cola
India, as the Executive
Vice Chairman. The
latest appointment by
the group, a leading
player in the domestic
textiles, apparel, retail
and real estate seg-
ments, also signals a
significant step to-
wards creating a fu-
ture ready organisa-
tion that has since in-
ception been closely
run by the founders --
the Singhania family.

Special discount 
New Delhi: OYO on
Wednesday an-
nounced a discount
scheme for women
candidates appearing
for NEET 2022, where-
in those applicants
travelling to their ex-
amination centres can
avail up to 60 per cent
discount on their stay
in its hotels. National
Eligibility Cum
Entrance Test (NEET)
will be held on July 17
at different centres in
497 cities across India.
More than 18 lakh
candidates are expect-
ed to appear for the ex-
amination. The hospi-
tality tech firm said
the discount scheme
is valid for two days -
July 16 and July 17,
2022. "The examina-
tion is scheduled to be
held on Sunday, July
17, 2022, in 497 cities
across India.

Ethanol blending

Shillong: Union min-
ister Rameswar Teli
has said augmenting
ethanol blending in
fuel was critical for
the energy security of
the country as it
would help in reduc-
ing import of fuels.
Teli said exploration
for oil and natural gas
would start soon in
Meghalaya and other
states of the
Northeast, adding
that the Union gov-
ernment was focusing
on it with an aim to
make India a self-re-
liant country in ener-
gy requirements. The
minister of state for
petroleum and natu-
ral gas said work on
meeting the target of
10 per cent ethanol
blending in petrol was
on track.

Research centre 
Bengaluru: Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS) launched TCS
Pace Port Toronto, its
fifth global research
and co-innovation
centre. Spanning
16,000 square feet,
Pace Port Toronto pro-
vides companies with
access to the latest
technologies and
"breakthrough think-
ing" from TCS
Research labs, start-
ups, VCs, entrepre-
neurs, and academia
including the
University of Toronto
as well as TCS' net-
work of Pace Ports in
New York, Pittsburgh,
Amsterdam, and
Tokyo, a company
statement said on
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

With consumer price in-
flation remaining high,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said the government is
watchful of the price situ-
ation and will continue the
pointed attack on infla-
tion. Her remarks came
hours after official data
showed that retail infla-
tion in June eased to 7.01
per cent in June. The print
was lower than 7.04 per
cent recorded in May but
still higher than RBI's
comfort level of 6 per cent.
"As RBI has estimated, till
the start of the second half
of the (fiscal) year, both
RBI and government will
have to be mindful," she
told reporters here. India's
fiscal year is from April to
March and second half

would be from October.
"We will have to be mind-
ful and watchful how the
price movement is," she
said. "I will keep monitor-
ing (prices) item by item
for anything that goes hay-
wire. This pointed attack
on inflation will need to
continue."

The finance minister
also said a favourable
monsoon will lead to good
production and rural de-
mand. The government
has taken several steps in

the past to cool down
prices. These include re-
ducing excise duty on
petrol and diesel, banning
wheat exports, allowing
duty free import of certain
crude edible oil and revis-
ing duty structure on steel
and steel products.
Besides, the government
asked edible oil manufac-
turers to reduce rate
Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) of edible oils by Rs
15 per litre amid a fall in
global prices. Last week,
RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the
price situation will gradu-
ally improve in the second
half of the current fiscal
and the central bank
would continue to take
monetary measures to an-
chor inflation with a view
to achieving strong and
sustainable growth.

Govt watchful of price 
situation; pointed attack

on inflation to continue: FM

New Delhi, Jul 13: 

The new Australian gov-
ernment supports the trade
pact signed with India, and
they are expected to soon
approach their parliament
for approval of the agree-
ment, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal has said. India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) signed
in April needs ratification
by Australian parliament
before its implementation.
"I met minister Mr Don
Farrell, who looks after
trade in the new
(Australian) government,
and he has confirmed that
they will be taking the
Indus-ECTA to parliament
very soon and they support
the agreement and would
like to further expand their
engagement with India in
the months and years to
come," Goyal told PTI. The
agreement, once imple-
mented, will provide duty-
free access to the Australian
market for over 6,000 broad
sectors of India, including

textiles, leather, furniture,
jewellery and machinery.

Goyal had earlier said that
the agreement would help in
taking bilateral trade from
USD 27.5 billion at present to
USD 45-50 billion in the next
five years. Under the pact,
Australia is offering zero-
duty access to India for
about 96.4 per cent of ex-
ports (by value) from day
one. This covers many prod-
ucts that currently attract 4-
5 per cent customs duty in
Australia. Labour-intensive
sectors, which would gain
immensely include textiles
and apparel, few agricultur-
al and fish products, leather,
footwear, furniture, sports
goods, jewellery, machinery,
electrical goods and railway
wagons.

New Australian govt supports
trade pact with India: Goyal

Udaipur, Jul 13:  

Luxury carmaker Audi
has expanded its product
range in India with the
launch of the latest ver-
sion of its flagship model
A8 L priced at Rs 1.29 crore
(ex-showroom). In a late
evening event here on
Tuesday, the German au-
tomaker introduced the
fourth generation of the
model in two variants
Celebration Edition and
Technology, priced at Rs
1.29 crore and Rs 1.57
crore, respectively. Both
trims could be person-
alised as per the require-
ments of the customer.
While the Celebration
Edition is available as a
five-seater, the Technology
variant is in four and five-
seat configurations. "This
is our flagship model,
which is kind of a brand
shaper for us. We are fo-

cussing on personalisation
and customisation with
these cars so that every
unit is unique for the cus-
tomer," Audi India Head
Balbir Singh Dhillon told
PTI in an interaction.

The company has sold
many A8s across the coun-
try in the past as well and
now, the latest version has
been introduced for the
customers, he added. "A8 L
is a symbol of no-compro-
mise transport and the lat-

est model brings in even
more glamour, comfort
and technology. With the
new Audi A8 L, we are of-
fering our discerning cus-
tomers greater choice and
wider personalisation op-
tions as well," Dhillon
said. The needs of poten-
tial A8L customers are
changing as they look for
emotional and comfort-
able mobility experiences
that fit their individual
lifestyles, he added.

Audi expands product range, drives in
new A8 L sedan tagged at Rs 1.29 cr

New Delhi, Jul 13:  

Tata Motors on
Wednesday launched a
new variant of its compact
SUV Nexon with price
starting at Rs 9.75 lakh (ex-
showroom). The new vari-
ant, XM+(S), is placed be-
tween the XM (S) and the
XZ+ trims, and comes
with various additional
features like electric
sunroof, seven-
inch in-
fotain-
m e n t
s y s -
t e m
w i t h
a n -
d r o i d
auto and
apple car play, cooled glove
box, rear AC vents, rain
sensing wipers, auto head-
lamps, among others. "The
upward trajectory of
Nexon sales in the country
is backed by its immense
popularity, recognition
and our promise to deliver
the best to the customers,"
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Vice President
(Sales, Marketing and

Customer Care) Rajan
Amba said in a statement.
With more than 3.5 lakh
units on the road, it has
successfully marked its
place as the leading SUV
in India and has undoubt-
edly been the flag bearer of
Tata Motors' commitment
to safety, he added.
"Taking this momentum

ahead, we are
happy to introduce the fea-
ture-rich XM+(S) variant,
which will certainly diver-
sify our Nexon portfolio
further and draw newer
customers to our show-
room," Amba said. The
Nexon range comprises 62
variants across petrol and
diesel versions, catering to
a wide spectrum of con-
sumer needs, according to
the company.

Tata Motors launches new Nexon
trim priced at Rs 9.75 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 13:  

Hyundai Motor India
on Wednesday unveiled
an all-new version of its
range-topping SUV
Tucson. The fourth-gen-
eration version comes
with petrol and diesel
powertrains, mated with
six and eight-speed auto-
matic transmissions, re-
spectively. The petrol and
diesel trims feature two-
litre engines generating
an output of 156 PS and
186 PS of power, respec-
tively. The company is
planning to launch the
model early next month.
Hyundai Motor India MD
and CEO Unsoo Kim said
it is the opportune time
to bring in the model
with the premium SUV
segment, poised to grow
at a robust pace. "Tucson
has been a global best
seller for the company in

2021, winning the hearts
and minds of over 7 mil-
lion customers across the
world since its inception.
As the Indian market
continues to evolve, we
are witnessing high cus-
tomer traction for
Hyundai's premium
SUVs," he noted. The

company has sold 4.85
lakh units of the SUV
globally last year. The
new Tucson has been de-
veloped to exude an inno-
vative yet futuristic ap-
peal, while also reflecting
the company's premium
and upscale identity, Kim
said.

Hyundai unveils all-new
Tucson; launch next month

Hyundai Motor India Ltd. MD & CEO Unsoo Kim, Executive
Director Sales, Marketing & Service DH Park and Director-Sales,
Marketing & Service Tarun Garg at the launch of the new Hyundai
car Tucson, in New Delhi, Wednesday, July 13.

Rupee drops to
record low of 79.62
against US dollar

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

The rupee depreciated by
3 paise to close at a record
low of 79.62 (provisional)
against the US currency on
Wednesday following a firm
dollar in overseas markets
and losses in the domestic
stock markets. Crude oil
prices trading near USD 100
per barrel level, however,
supported the local unit,
forex dealers said. At the in-
terbank forex market, the
local unit opened strong at
79.55 against the greenback
but could not hold on to
gains and slipped in the
negative territory. It wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
79.53 and a low of 79.68. It fi-
nally settled at 79.62 (provi-
sional), down paise over its
previous close of 79.59. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, advanced
0.09 per cent to 108.17.

Ahmedabad, Jul 13: 

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd
(APSEZ), India's largest
integrated transport utili-
ty, has clocked a cargo
throughput of 100 MMT in
the first 99 days of FY23.
APSEZ hit this record vol-
ume on 8 July 2022. The
milestone is significant as
it demonstrates the rapid-
ly improving efficiency of
APSEZ, which needed a
year to achieve 100 MMT
cargo volume FY2014.

"In 2021, we stated our
ambition to emerge as the
world's largest private
port company and India's

largest integrated trans-
port utility by 2030," said
Mr Karan Adani, CEO and
Whole Time Director of
APSEZ. "When APSEZ's
operations spanned five
ports, it took 14 years for
the company to achieve
100 MMT of annual cargo
throughput.

In the following five
years and with operations
across nine ports, APSEZ
doubled cargo throughput
to 200 MMT. We then
achieved the milestone of
300 MMT in just three
years. We are now poised

to grow our cargo vol-
umes by 60% to 500 MMT
by 2025 and emerge as the
world's largest port opera-
tor by 2030."

The ability of APSEZ to
handle 100 MMT cargo
volume in less than one-
third time when com-
pared to the time taken in
2014 is driven by tech-
based innovations to inte-
grate conventional busi-
ness processes with new
age digital technologies.
Other major factors that
have catalysed APSEZ's
cargo highpoints are im-
proved efficiencies in fleet
and fuel management,
asset monitoring, mobili-
ty, operational intelli-
gence and performance
monitoring of the applica-
tions.

APSEZ has set itself a
target of 500 MMT of

cargo throughput by 2025.
In pursuit of this goal, the
company has consistently
raised its cargo through-
put year after year. It had
reached the 100 MMT
cargo throughput in 109
days last year.

The present growth in
cargo is supported by a
12% Y-o-Y jump in June
2022 at 31.88 MMT. Coal
volumes have continued
to show strong recovery of
25% over the previous
year. Compared to the pre-
vious year, other key seg-
ments that have led this
monthly surge are crude
at 17% and container at
6%. With a monthly
growth volume of 21%,
Mundra led this record
performance followed by
Hazira, Kattupalli &
Ennore combined, and
Dahej.

Adani Ports handles a record
100 MMT cargo in just 99 days
̈ Demonstrates steep

growth and scale of
operations with this
new milestone

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty re-
versed their early gains to
close lower on Wednesday
due to selling in oil & gas,
banking and IT stocks
amid weak trends in
European markets. The 30-
share BSE Sensex de-
clined by 372.46 points or
0.69 per cent to close at
53,514.15, extending its
falling streak to a third
day. The index opened
higher and touched the
day's high of 54,211.22
amid gains in Asian mar-
kets. However, it failed to
hold onto its gains and
dropped over 750 points to
touch a low of 53,455.26 as
European markets opened
lower.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined 91.65 points or
0.57 per cent to settle below
the 16,000 level at 15,966.65.

In the three sessions to
Wednesday, Sensex
dropped by 967 points or
1.7 per cent while Nifty fell
by 254 points. "Strong do-
mestic macro numbers
and a fall in crude prices
lifted Indian indices to
open in positive territory

while the gains were re-
strained by Europe's nega-
tive market trend. "Global
markets were in a bear grip
ahead of the release of the
US inflation data...," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex, Nifty fall for 3rd day on
selling in oil, banking & IT shares

Mumbai, Jul 13: 

Ten of UltraTech
Cement Limited's
Limestone mines have
been awarded a five-star
rating for sustainable
mine management, by the
Ministry of Mines and
Indian Bureau of Mines.
This was awarded for
FY2020-21, with a total of
ten 5-Star rating awards.
UltraTech Cement
Limited is India’s leading
cement and ready-mix-
concrete company.

Two of UltraTech’s
mines in Chattisgarh
were awarded a five-star

rating. These include
mines of Baikunth
Cement Works unit and
Rawan Cement Works
unit located near Raipur
in Chattisgarh. Both

Baikunth Cement Works
and Rawan Cement Works
are integrated cement
manufacturing units of
UltraTech Cement.

UltraTech was awarded

at the felicitation ceremo-
ny held at the 6thNational
Conclave on Mines &
Minerals (NCMM) on  July
12th, 2022 at New Delhi.
The five-star certificates
and trophies were given by
Pralhad Joshi, Union
Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, Coal and Mines,
and Raosaheb Patil Danve,
Minister of State
Railways, Coal and Mines.
The respective representa-
tives from the award win-
ning units were felicitated
in presence of Mr Joshi,
Mr Danve and along with
various other government
dignitaries.

10 UltraTech mines awarded 5-Star rating
for sustainable mine management New Delhi, Jul 13: 

Motorola  announced the
latest addition to their g se-
ries family with the launch
of moto g42. Undoubtedly,
the most stylish and premi-
um-looking smartphone in
the segment, the moto
g42bringsmany impressive
features to the table in this
price range.

The moto g42 uses
PMMA material for the
body, commonly known as
acrylic glass to give an
ultra-premium glass finish.
The smartphone is as light
as 174.5gms. It boasts a pre-
mium metal-based camera
module, an IP52 water re-
pellant design, andtwo
stunning color variants

Metallic Rose and Atlantic
Green, that are sure to turn
heads.

The moto g42 also fea-
tures a brilliant 6.4"
AMOLED punch-hole dis-
playwith Full HD+ resolu-
tion, up to 700 nits
brightnessandDCI-P3 color
gamutwhich supports 25%
more colours on the dis-
play enhancing the view-
ing experience. To comple-
ment the display, the moto
g42 features Stereo speak-
ers with Dolby Atmos®
support to amplify your
multimedia experience
even more.
Fromyourfavorite content
to timeless music, catch
every beat in crisp details
and greater depth.

Motorola launches Moto G42

W
ork on actress
Nayanthara 's
75th film, which

is being tentatively re-
ferred to as 'Lady
Superstar 75', began with
a simple puja in the city
on Tuesday.

The film, being pro-
duced by ZEE Studios,
Trident Arts and Naad
Studios, is being directed
by debutant Nilesh
Krishnaa.

Says Nilesh Krishnaa,
the writer and director of
this film, "I feel extremely
happy, blessed, and grate-
ful for the opportunity to
direct my maiden ven-
ture under Trident Arts
and Zee Studios, two pres-
tigious production hous-
es that have played a very
important role in elevat-
ing the stature of Indian
cinema in the last few
decades. "The fact that ac-

tress Nayanthara will be
leading this project as
its protagonist
feels very surre-
al. Sathyaraj sir,
Jai and Redin
Kingsley are also
part of our project.
As this is her 75th
film, I'm deeply
committed to de-
livering a film that
is worthy of the
trust and confi-
dence she has in
us. A large vol-
ume of what
I've learnt
a b o u t
filmmak-
ing comes
from director Shanker,
my guru, alma mater, and
mentor. My sincere salu-
tations to him, as we gear
up to walk the talk and
commence shooting,
soon."

Taapsee ‘disappointed’ to
find no women cricketers’ 
pictures at Lord’s, London

Bollywood actress Taapsee Pannu, who is set to portray
legendary cricketer Mithali Raj in her upcoming biopic

'Shabaash Mithu', shared that she felt disappointed at not
seeing a single picture of any female cricketer at the
MCC Museum in Lord's Cricket Ground, London, the
place known as the 'Mecca of Cricket'.
The makers of 'Shabaash Mithu' have shot certain
matches and segments of the film at Lord's Cricket
Ground where Taapsee strolled around the museum to
gain familiarity about the sport, the game's conduct
and history. Speaking about her experience shooting

at the Home of Cricket Taapsee expressed: "It's
beautiful, it's like a cricket museum, when I went
there I saw all the stuff, the pictures and the mem-
ories that they've kept there are beautiful to take
you back to the memory lane and make you
understand the evolution of cricket, but the
biggest disappointment for me in that stadium
was there was not a single picture of any

women cricketer."

ACROSS

1. Guy

5. ____ diver

10. Ramble

14. German mister

15. Concerned one

16. Genesis location

17. A great lake

18. Infuriate

19. "____ of the Rings"

20. Wander

21. Shad eggs

22. Come out

24. Loafed

26. Perceived

27. TV pooch

30. EMT's word

31. ____ span

34. Trade

38. Bossy Stooge

39. Small rivers

42. Play division

43. Military supplies

45. South American country

47. Dog docs

50. Theater walkways

51. Stick

54. Final inning, usually

56. Less far

57. Raggedy ____

58. Restless desire

62. Lofty

63. Elevate

65. Vex

66. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

67. Eyes

68. Faithful

69. Stride

70.

71. Kernel

DOWN

1. "Moonstruck" actress

2. Superman, e.g.

3. Pavarotti solo

4. Assumption

5. Actress ____ Johansson

6. Indian boat

7. Prodded

8. Hive resident

9. Apprehend

10. Eases up

11. Perfumes

12. Brink

13. Concluded

23. "Oh, give ____ home..." (2 wds.)

25. Uproars

27. Buddhist monk

28. Tiny particle

29. Mushroom part

30. Stocking mishap

32. Deferred savings accts.

33. "____ the ramparts..."

35. Bawl

36. Common skin problem

37. School gps.

40. Cruelty

41. Bad mood

44. Partly cover

46. Summer tops (hyph.)

48. Browning's "before"

49. Fright

51. Poker stakes

52. Handed out cards

53. Oscar winner ____ Berry

54. Metal spikes

55. Map detail

59. Grow weary

60. Hint for Holmes

61. Listen to

64. Mature
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Today, Aquarius, you could receive an
affectionate, supportive letter or phone
call from someone close to you.
Communications with others should go
smoothly, and intelligent conversations
could well take place. A favorite author,
musician, or actor could release a new
book, album, or movie that you'll want to
jump on right away. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your financial affairs could look especially
rosy now, Pisces. Some benefits are defi-
nitely coming your way, although every-
thing isn't quite as promising as it seems.
You could well find yourself with less than
you were hoping for. Think of whatever
gain may be coming as something extra,
but don't count on it. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be happier than usual with
what you see in the mirror, Aries,
because your inner beauty is more visi-
ble than usual. You could also feel espe-
cially sociable. Both old friends and new
should find your company especially
congenial. Romance blossoms, although
there's a slight tendency today to see
partners through rose-colored glasses. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might find yourself more
inclined than usual to actively explore
your interests in the arts, Taurus. You
might want to look at an online art
gallery or attend a virtual concert or
play. Your interest could be in the moti-
vations of the artists as much as the
works themselves. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A female friend you haven't seen for a
while could surprise you with a call. A lot of
interesting news and useful information
could be exchanged that benefits both of
you. You may make a number of short jour-
neys throughout the day, Gemini, as you
have a lot that needs doing. A small
increase in income could also be in the
works. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

With the current aspects at play, Cancer,
you could find that the hard work you've
done in the past finally brings financial
rewards. This will make you very happy,
but don't get carried away and go on a
spending spree! Treat yourself a little.
Celebrate with a friend, if possible. Take
care to exercise a little good sense. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today, Leo, you might find yourself think-
ing longingly of exotic lands and possibly
traveling to them in the future. You could
also wonder about the people who live in
those countries. Romantic daydreams
may distract you from your day-to-day
business, so it's important to stay
focused. Read travel books and rent trav-
el videos. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small sum of money could come your
way today, Virgo. It could be that some-
one pays you what's owed you, or you
could win a small amount in a lottery. You
might find a $20 bill lying in the street!
Sex and romance are very much on your
mind. If you can't get together with a part-
ner this evening, you might curl up with a
steamy novel or watch a romantic video.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your romantic side is flying high today,
Libra. The opposite sex in general and
your own partner in particular are going
to seem especially attractive to you. You
could also see in an entirely different light
someone you think of as a friend. An
increasingly busy social life in the future
is possible, so expect to hear rumblings
about parties or other social events.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your romantic side is flying high today,
Libra. The opposite sex in general and
your own partner in particular are going
to seem especially attractive to you. You
could also see in an entirely different light
someone you think of as a friend. An
increasingly busy social life in the future
is possible, so expect to hear rumblings
about parties or other social events.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Romantic feelings blossom today,
Sagittarius. You may suddenly appear
more attractive than usual. Lovers and
potential lovers may seem unusually
attentive. You could also be feeling very
creative, and you might want to try your
hand at poetry or fiction. Reading roman-
tic novels or seeing romantic movies
could also be appealing.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You could wake up this morning, look
around, and decide you want to spend as
much time as possible working on your
home, Capricorn. You could be bored
with the decor and want to make some
changes. Spend the day coming up with
ideas and then tonight try to analyze the
situation and see what's feasible now. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 360

SOLUTION 359
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I
ce cream undoubtedly
is everyone’s all-time
favourite. Everyone

has the sweetest child-
hood memories associat-
ed with it. Whether sum-
mers or winters, a scoop
of their favourite ice
cream flavour lifts a
gloomy day. On National
Ice Cream Day, these
artists from &TV talk
about their favourite ice
cream flavours from
their hometowns. It in-
cludes Mouli Ganguly
(Mahasati Anusuya, Baal
Shiv), Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava
(Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai). Vidisha
Srivastava, Anita Bhabi
in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, shares, “Indians
love the distinct flavours
and textures of Banarasi
ice cream, which is high-
ly popular there.
Banarasi Kulfi is one of
my favourites, and my
favourite flavour is Kesar.
It is significantly more
delicious and creamier,
unlike western cuisines.
In my hometown, it is tra-
ditionally served with
'Falooda', a sweet thin

vermicelli noodle.
Falooda and kulfi are like
regional ice cream.
Everyone appreciates it
on Varanasi's ghats. I feel
like visiting several of
my favourite Kulfi sites
every day, but then calo-

ries come to my mind
(laughs)”. Watch Baal
Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

&TV artists reveal their
favourite ice cream flavours P

laying the role of a
head-strong Pallavi
who is a single moth-

er, Rajshree Thakur of
Sony Entertainment
Television's 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan' has garnered
much appreciation from
the fans. With a promising
narrative, the show delves
into the life of an es-
tranged couple, Nikhil and
Pallavi, who are driven
apart by ego and how they
face their own set of chal-
lenges with single parent-
ing while battling their ob-
stacles from their past.
Starring opposite Cezanne
Khan who plays the role of
Nikhil, the duo play an es-
tranged couple with five
children, Harsh, Manna,
Barkha, Badal and Gagan.

In the on-going track of
the show, chaos reigns over
Pallavi's house in Meerut
after Nikhil's arrival, as the
children are getting to
know each other. Hate is
something that is strongly
felt by the children,
whether it be Harsh
(Keshav Mehta) hurting
his mother, Pallavi, by tak-
ing it out on his brother
Gagan (Gautam Ahuja) or
Manna (Mehak Ghai) try-
ing to hurt her mother by
self-harming or Barkha
throwing fit after calling
off her engagement with
Ishaan. And adding on to

the drama, Nikhil has also
bought Pallavi's cafe,
'Amma's Kitchen', making
her the Head Chef in the
restaurant now named
'Nick J'. Yet, even after
being in the eye of the
storm, Pallavi stands tall,
ready to confront whatever
comes her way.

Talking about the strong
headed personality of
Pallavi, actress Rajshree

Thakur shares her views
about her character saying,
"Pallavi simply inspires
me. She has been through
so much and is still going
through so much turmoil
in her life and yet, she
stands with her head held
high. In the narrative that
viewers are watching cur-
rently, Pallavi is stuck be-
tween two worlds, and both
are engulfing her.

Nayanthara’s 75th
film begins with puja

‘Pallavi is resilient, much like me’

Tejasswi, Karan
predict ‘Baarish
Aayi Hain’ to be
a chartbuster

T
he much-loved TV actors
and real-life couple
Tejasswi Prakash and

Karan Kundrra, who are gear-
ing up for their new music
video 'Baarish Aayi Hain' said
that they are expecting the
song to be a superhit.

Produced by VYRL
Originals, the song is per-
formed by Shreya Ghoshal and
Stebin Ben.

Talking about appearing in
the music video Tejasswi said:
"It's really encouraging to see
the response of our fans on the
song even before its released. I
believe it will be this season's
best monsoon song. Working
with Shreya Ghoshal, Stebin
Ben, and VYRL Originals
makes me feel fortunate. I can
only hope that this song is
loved and appreciated by the
people, like the past two
Baarish songs had, by VYRL
Originals."

Earlier, the music label re-
leased two beautiful music
videos that achieved huge suc-
cess. Last year (2021) VYRL
Originals produced 'Baarish
Ban Jana' featuring Hina
Khan and Shaheer Sheikh. In
2020 the label released
'Baarish' featuring Shivangi
Joshi and Mohsin Khan. The
new song is part of their
Baarish song franchise.

"Baarish Aayi Hai is a beau-
tiful song. The last two Baarish
songs of VYRL Originals were
chartbusters, and we are ex-
pecting that this song will com-
plete the hat trick," added
Karan Kundrra.
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London, Jul 13 (PTI):

A confident Indian team
looks set to overpower
England with yet another
dominant show in the sec-
ond ODI at the Lord's on
Thursday despite Virat
Kohli's dodgy groin and
dismal form.

The former India cap-
tain, who is enduring a pro-
longed bad patch, missed
the first game due to groin
strain and it is still not
clear if he is fit for the sec-
ond game.

Kohli's poor show, how-
ever, hasn't affected the
team much as it is playing
extremely well in the
white-ball games. After
clinching the T20 series 2-1,
it cantered to a convincing
10-wicket victory in the
opening ODI.

While the negative as-
pect of Kohli's absence is
not getting a solid show
from country's premier
batter in pressure games,
on the flip side, his poor
form is an opportunity for
others to show that they
can win games on their
own or at least own the big
stage like Suryakumar
Yadav did in final T20
International at
Nottingham.

"I wasn't playing in the
last T20 game and he
(Kohli) didn't play today
(Tuesday). I don't have an

update on his injury," was
all that first match's hero
Jasprit Bumrah said when
asked about former skip-
per's availability for the
second game.

Groin strain can easily
aggravate into a proper
tear if the player rushes
himself into the thick of
things. A quick single or a
swift turnaround during a
double can unknowingly
worsen a player's condition
if he takes field without
being hundred percent fit.
At times, some injuries are
blessing in disguise for the
team management in order
to avoid a tough call and

Kohli's groin strain could
just be that.

Rohit Sharma and his
men will hope that the
pitch at the Lord's plays
like Oval, where conditions
helped them get lateral
movement both in the air
and off the track.

With Bumrah in the
form of his life and the
ever dependable
Mohammed Shami ready
to torment the opposition
with his bagful of tricks,
skipper Rohit will focus
more on Shreyas Iyer and
his ever compounding
problems facing the short
ball. The bowlers around

the globe have sorted Iyer
out with short-pitched stuff
and his predictable trigger
movement towards the leg-
stump in an attempt to
make room is no longer
paying dividends.

A player of Deepak
Hooda's calibre is being
made to sit out in formats
because of reputation of
some players and hence
Iyer will feel the heat.

The conditions in Oval
would have been a great
learning experience for the
flamboyant Mumbaikar
but the skipper himself
with a wide array of hori-
zontal bat shots ensured

that Iyer could just cool his
heels in the confines of the
Indian dressing room dur-
ing the series-opener.

For Rohit, the 58-ball-76
is some kind of reassur-
ance that his process has
been spot-on and that he
can play the high-risk pull-
shot with successful per-
centage. A confident cap-
tain can make bold yet pru-
dent decisions and runs
under his belt will allow
Rohit to be more adventur-
ous with his decision at the
Lord's.

A batting line-up com-
prising Jos Buttler, Joe
Root, Ben Stokes, Jonny
Bairstow, Jason Roy and
Liam Livingstone can
scare the daylights out of
any bowling attack but at
the Oval, the tables turned
180 degree on a seamer-
friendly conducive surface.

The Lord's has tradition-
ally been a batting belter
but when it comes to rookie
bowlers like Prasidh
Krishna, it will also be
about adjusting to the fa-
mous slope of the Lord's
ground. There are bowlers,
who prefer bowling up the
slope and some the other
way round. Managing the
slope is key to success at
Lord's but the current
Indian team is on a roll and
might just complete anoth-
er series win with mini-
mum fuss.

Kohli still doubtful as India
eye another series win

Changwon, Jul 13 (PTI):

The duo of Mehuli
Ghosh and Shahu Tushar
Mane bagged India's sec-
ond gold medal in the 10m
Air Rifle Mixed Team final
at the ongoing ISSF
Shooting World Cup here
on Wednesday.

In the 10m Air Pistol
mixed event, the Indian
pair of Palak and Shiva
Narwal bagged bronze
after clinching the third
place play-off.

The in-form duo of
Mehuli and Tushar out-
smarted the Hungarian
pair of Eszter Meszaros
and Istvan Pen 17-13 in an
evenly poised match-up.

The third and fourth

place went to shooters
from Israel and Czech
Republic respectively.

This is Tushar's maiden
gold for India at the senior
level while Mehuli bagged
her second yellow metal,
having won her first at the
2019 South Asian Games
in Kathmandu.

In the mixed Air Pistol
event, Palak and Shiva
thrashed Kazakhstan's
Irina Loktionova and
Valeriy Rakhimzhan 16-0,
in what turned out to be a
one-sided clash.

With the impressive re-
sults on Wednesday, India
have now climbed up to
the second position behind
leaders Serbia, with two
gold and 1 bronze medal.

Dubai, Jul 13 (PTI):

Fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah has regained the
top spot in the ICC men's

ODI Player
Rankings after
f a s h i o n i n g
India's 10-wicket

win over England
with a career-best
haul of six for 19 in

the first game at
The Oval.
Bumrah had lost the

top spot to New Zealand's
Trent Boult in February
2020 after being No. 1 for
most of the preceding two
years. He has been at the
top for a total of 730 days,
more than any other
Indian and the ninth-most
in history.

Bumrah, who has been
No. 1 in T20Is in the past
and is currently at a ca-
reer-best third position in
Tests, is only the second
Indian fast bowler after
Kapil Dev to be No. 1 in the
ODI rankings.

Maninder Singh, Anil
Kumble and Ravindra
Jadeja are the other India
bowlers to have attained
top ranking.

Bumrah's new-ball
partner Mohammad
Shami too has gained
after grabbing three for

31 and playing his
role in skit-
t l i n g
England out

for 110 in 25.2
overs.

Shami has progressed
three slots to reach joint-
23rd position along with
team-mate Bhuvneshwar
Kumar.

In batting chart, captain
Rohit Sharma has bridged
the gap with third-placed
Virat Kohli to just one rat-
ing point after his brisk 76
not out helped India chase
down the target in just 18.4
overs, while left-hander
Shikhar Dhawan inched
up one slot to 12th position
after his unbeaten 31.

In the latest weekly
rankings update that also
considers performances in
the first two Ireland ver-
sus New Zealand matches,
and the first West Indies
versus Bangladesh match,
England captain Jos
Buttler has moved up one
slot to 24th after top-scor-
ing for England with 30.

Bangladesh captain
Tamim Iqbal (up one place
to 19th), New Zealand's
Tom Latham (up one place
to 21st) and Ireland's
Harry Tector (up 10 places
to 34th) are the others to
move up the ODI rankings
for batters, while
Bangladesh spinner
Mehidy Hasan (up two
places to sixth) and New
Zealand fast bowler Lockie
Ferguson (re-entered at
18th) are the other notable
gainers among bowlers.

In the ICC men's T20I
Player Rankings, India
batter Suryakumar Yadav
has gained 44 slots to
reach a career-best fifth
position after his valiant
117 in the final match of a
three-T20I series against
England.

Bumrah back to No.1 in
ICC ODI Player Rankings

Mehuli-Tushar clinches
second gold for India
Palak, Shiva sign off with Bronze

Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI):

Ace India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin be-
lieves that ODI cricket
needs to find its relevance
as the 50-over format is
turning out to be an ex-
tended form of T20 cricket
without "ebbs and flows".

Bilateral ODIs across the
globe is fast losing rele-
vance and some like for-
mer India head coach Ravi
Shastri want more fran-
chise-based T20 leagues
than these kind of series.

"It's a question of rele-
vance and I think ODI
cricket needs to find its rel-
evance. It needs to find its
spot," Ashwin, who has 151

wickets in 113 ODIs, said
on the upcoming show of
the 'Vaughany and Tuffers
Cricket club podcast'.

The podcast is hosted by
former England captain
Maichael Vaughan and left-
arm spinner Phil Tuffnell.

"The greatest beauty of
one day cricket is sorry
was the ebbs and flows of
the game. People used to
bide their time and take
the game deep. The one-day
format used to be a format
where bowlers had a say,"
added the 35-year-old.

Ashwin, himself a
"cricket nut" admitted that
he switched his TV off
after a point while watch-
ing an ODI game. "Even me

as a cricket badger and a
cricket nut, I switch off the
TV after a point and that's
frankly very scary for the
format of the game. When
those ebbs and flows go
missing, it's not cricket
anymore. It is just an ex-
tended form of T20," he
maintained.

Currently, two new balls
are used in an ODI innings
but Ashwin pushed for re-
turning to the old format
where one was ball used,
saying it would then be an
even contest.

"I think one ball is some-
thing that would work and
spinners would come into
the game to bowl more at
the back end. Reverse
swing might come back in,
which is crucial for the
game," the tweaker, who
has 442 Test wickets,
added. Ashwin's comments
have come at a time when
South Africa decided to
withdraw from the ODI se-
ries in Australia, which
was scheduled to be played
in January because of
crammed schedule and
launch of its domestic T20
competition.

"I would also say we need
to go back to the ball we
used around 2010. I don't
think we use the same ones
anymore," the off-spinner
signed off.

ODI cricket needs to find
its relevance: Ashwin

Brisbane, Jul 13 (AP):

Australia is likely to get
the competition points from
a cancelled three-game lim-
ited-overs international se-
ries after South Africa with-
drew because of a crammed
schedule and the launch of
its domestic Twenty20 com-
petition.

Cricket Australia on
Wednesday said the sched-
uled ODIs in January in
Hobart, Sydney and Perth
against South Africa had
been scrapped and dates
and venues for other inter-
national matches were re-
vised.

The ODI series was to be
part of the International
Cricket Council's Super
League which determines
direct qualification for the
50-over World Cup in 2023.

"Given these games will
not be played before the
qualification cut-off date in

May, (South Africa) has
agreed that Australia will
be awarded the competition
points pending ICC ap-
proval," Cricket Australia
said in a statement.

Cricket South Africa is
set to launch at new domes-
tic Twenty20 league in
January and wanted its
leading players available
for the tournament.

Australia will host South
Africa in a three-test series
starting in Brisbane on Dec.
17 and scheduled to end in
Sydney on Jan. 8.

Before then, Australia
will host Zimbabwe, New
Zealand, West Indies and
England in white-ball series
from late August ahead of
the Twenty20 World Cup
from Oct. 16-Nov. 13. The
Australians will then play
England in a three-game
ODI series and West Indies
in a two-test series in Perth
and Adelaide.

South Africa pulls out of scheduled
ODI series in Australia

Singapore, Jul 13 (PTI):

Indian shuttlers Mithun
Manjunath and Ashmita
Chaliha notched up stunning
wins over their illustrious ri-
vals to hog the limelight on the
second day of the Singapore
Open Super 500 tournament
here on Wednesday.

While Mithun recorded a
stunning 21-17 15-21 21-18 win
over compatriot and World
championships silver medal-
list Kidambi Srikanth in men's
singles, Ashmita shocked
Thailand's world number 12
Busanan Ongbamrungphan
21-16 21-11 in women's singles.
The world No. 77 Mithun, a
product of the Prakash
Padukone Badminton
Academy, will next take on
Ireland's Nhat Nguyen, while
Ashmita faces China's Han

Yue. For two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu and man-

in-form HS Prannoy, it was also
a good day in office as the two

also progressed to the second
round with facile wins. Sindhu

looked in complete control as
she prevailed 21-15 21-11 over
Belgium world No. 36 Lianne
Tan to set up a clash with
Vietnam's Thuy Linh Nguyen.
Prannoy, who had reached the
semifinals at Malaysia Masters
last week, saw off Thailand's
Sitthikom Thammasin 21-13 21-
16 and will next meet third
seeded Chou Tien Chen, whom
he had beaten at Malaysia
Open recently.

London Olympics bronze
medallist Saina Nehwal also
avenged her India Open loss to
compatriot Malvika Bansod
with a 21-18 21-14 win to make it
to the second round.
Manjunath, who had reached
the finals of Orleans Masters
Super 100 in April this year,
came out all guns blazing as he
dominated the opening game
after taking an early 6-2 lead.
He kept Srikanth at bay to com-
fortably seal the opening game.

Mithun, Ashmita register stunning victories in Singapore Open
̈ Sindhu, Prannoy too win

India trump
Pakistan in latest

ICC ODI Team
Rankings

Dubai, Jul 13 (PTI):

India have moved to the third
spot, surpassing Pakistan in the
ICC ODI Team Rankings after
their emphatic win in the first
game of the three-match series
against England at The Oval.
India were placed fourth with
105 points but the 10-wicket win
on Tuesday propelled them to
108 rating points, leaving
Pakistan behind at 106 in the lat-
est chart.
New Zealand continue to reign
supreme at the top of the table
with 126 rating points, while
England are second with 122.
Pakistan had pushed India down
to the No. 4 spot in the rankings
last month after a clean sweep
over the West Indies. It also
helped that Australia slipped
after their series loss in Sri
Lanka. However, their stay at
No. 3 has been a short one, with
India claiming the spot.
India could stretch their lead
even further with the two
remaining ODIs against England
and the three-match series
against West Indies later this
month.
Conversely, India could drop
back behind Pakistan and down
to fourth if they lose the final
two matches of the series
against England.
Pakistan's next ODI assignment
is in Rotterdam against the
Netherlands next month, with
Babar Azam's team scheduled to
play three 50-over matches dur-
ing a five-day period.

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):

World Cup winning for-
mer India captain Eoin
Morgan, who recently re-
tired from international
cricket, will be back on the
field when he competes in
the second season of the
Legends League Cricket.

Morgan will thus join
former India opener
Virender Sehwag, Pathan
brothers -- Irfan and Yusuf,
Australia's Brett Lee, Sri
Lanka's Muttiah
Muralitharan in the
league, which will return
in September with four

teams and 110
International players on
board.

"It feels great and I am
super excited to be part of
Legends. I am looking for-
ward to play in season 2,"
Morgan, who had cap-
tained England to the 2019
World Cup win, said in a
release.

The first season of tour-
nament had former crick-
eters from India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Australia,
England divided into three
teams representing India,
Asia and Rest of the
World.

Eoin Morgan to play in
Legends League Cricket

Patna, July 13 (PTI): 

RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav's faltering speech at
a function attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has provided fresh
ammunition to his baiters.

The leader of the oppo-
sition had fumbled badly
in the course of his ad-
dress at the Bihar assem-
bly premises here on
Tuesday. His address had
lasted barely 15 minutes.

State BJP spokesman
Arvind Kumar Singh
came out with a statement
on Wednesday charging
the former deputy chief
minister with having
"brought disgrace to
Bihar" and blamed it on
Yadav's "lack of educa-
tion", an allusion to his
being a high school
dropout.

"On the occasion of
Guru Purnima, we salute
the teachers of Tejashwi

Yadav who does not have
enough skills to read out
from a text ... We can imag-
ine how competent he will
be if he comes to power",
Singh said sarcastically.

The RJD leader was also
viciously trolled on social
media where users shared
portions of the speech
where he struggled.

A sense of unease was
visible as Yadav, a fiery or-
ator whenever he speaks
extempore, read out from a
prepared text though it
contained headlines-grab-

bing points like request for
Bharat Ratna for late so-
cialist leader Karpoori
Thakur and setting up of a
"school of democracy and
legislative studies" in
Bihar where Vaishali, the
seat of the world's oldest
known republic, is located.

It was the first occasion
for the 32-year-old leader to
share the dais with the
prime minister, who was
in the city on Tuesday on
the occasion of centenary
celebrations of Bihar
Assembly.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

At least 10 houses were
damaged due to a land-
slide in Gajapati district
while major roads in
Malkangiri and Kalahandi
districts had been inundat-
ed and damaged due to
overnight downpour even
as the IMD forecast heavy
to very rainfall in nine
southern Odisha districts
in next 48 hours.

This apart, many areas
in Odisha were battered by
heavy to very heavy rain,
leading to water logging in
many places, the Met of-
fice said on Tuesday ex-
plaining that this was due
to a low pressure system
(Lopar) forming on

Monday. We have forecast
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in nine southern dis-
tricts which could cause
further landslide in hilly
areas and inundation of
roads and agricultural
fields. Orange warning
has been issued for nine
districts, said Met office
scientist U S Dash.

The districts which
were issued orange warn-
ing for Wednesday were:
Koraput, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur, Nuapada,
Kalahandi, Kandhamal,
Bolangir, Ganjam and
Nayagarh. Similarly,
Yellow Warning (Heavy
rainfall) are very likely to
occur at one or two places
over the districts of

Rayagada, Gajapati,
Khurda, Puri, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Boudh,
Sonepur, Bargarh, Angul,
Dhenkanal and Keonjhar.
This apart, Light to mod-
erate rain or thunder-
shower very likely to
occur at most places over
the districts of Odisha,
IMD said in a bulletin.

A report from Gajapati
district said that at least 10
houses have been badly af-
fected due to landslide at
Nuapali village under
Nuagada block of Gajapati
district. Though there has
been no loss of life as peo-
ple left their houses imme-
diately after seeing land
slide, properties were lost,
a district level official said.

The heavy rainfall has
thrown life out of gear in
Motu area of Malkangiri
district boirdering
Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. The road
communication between
Malkangiri to Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh has been dis-
rupted as rainwater up to
a height of six to eight feel
was flowing on the road,
an official said.

The rain water was also
seen flowing over major
roads in Kalahandi dis-
trict. The Met advised fish-
er folk not to venture into
the sea off Odisha coast's
adjoining areas of west-
central and northwest Bay
of Bengal till Saturday.

‘Militancy won’t end till govt wins
hearts of Kashmiri people’

Srinagar, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Militancy in Kashmir
will not end until the gov-
ernment wins the hearts
of the people in the Valley
and seeks a solution by
talking to Pakistan,
National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah said
on Wednesday.
Condemning the killing of
a police officer by mili-
tants in the city on
Tuesday, he said people
will keep on dying till a so-
lution to the Kashmir
issue is found.

The caravan of militan-
cy will not end. Their
(BJP) ministers and other
leaders issue statements
that it has ended, but I
want to tell them that this
will not end till you do not
try to win the hearts of the
people of Kashmir and
seek its solution after talk-

ing to our neighbouring
country, Abdullah told re-
porters at party headquar-
ters Nawa-i-Subah' here.

Abdullah, who is the
Lok Sabha MP from
Srinagar, condemned the
killing of assistant sub-in-
spector of police Mushtaq
Ahmad in the Lal Bazar
area of the city. His son
was killed in 2020 by mili-
tary (in an encounter). It is
unfortunate that he
(Ahmad) was killed by mil-

itants. We do not know
who the killer is and who
the saviour of the people
here is. This is strange. We
all condemn it and pray for
him. We also pray for the
family to bear this loss, he
said. The NC president
sought a handsome com-
pensation from the admin-
istration for the slain po-
liceman's family so that
they live with dignity.

Asked about the situa-
tion in Sri Lanka and
whether something like
that can happen in India,
Abdullah said anything
can happen . God save us.
We pray that we do not
have to face such a situa-
tion. We also pray for the
people of Sri Lanka that
God take them out of these
difficult times they are in.
Also, may God let this gov-
ernment understand the
situation so that they take

steps to avoid it here, he
said. In response to a ques-
tion on family planning,
Abdullah said whether the
government targets a par-
ticular community or any-
one else, it should under-
stand that India is a coun-
try with diversity.

This is a diverse coun-
try. Nothing is similar be-
tween Tamil Nadu and
Kashmir -- not food, not
culture, not language, not
even weather -- but what
keeps us together is that
we have to progress to-
gether, and remove pover-
ty, diseases and adversity.
The biggest aim was unity
of India. We have to make
diversity stronger, then
only will there be unity. If
we try to break this diver-
sity, then this country will
fall into misery and it will
be very difficult to take it
out from there, he added.
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Farooq Abdullah

People try to shield themselves from monsoon rain in Mathura district, Wednesday.
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Devotees play instruments during a religious procession in memory of their guru Sanatan Goswami on the occasion of
Guru Purnima, in Mathura district, Wednesday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Tejashwi faces ridicule for
fumbling before Modi

Aryan Khan
gets back his

passport
Mumbai, Jul 13 (PTI): A
special court in Mumbai
on Wednesday allowed the
plea of Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan's son
Aryan Khan, who has got
a clean chit from the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the last year's
'drugs-on-cruise' case,
seeking the return of his
passport. Aryan Khan had
submitted his passport be-
fore the court as part of
his bail conditions. He was
arrested in October last
year in the high-profile
drugs case. However, in its
charge sheet filed in May,
the probe agency did not
name him as an accused.
The NCB let off Aryan
Khan and five others due
to "lack of sufficient evi-
dence".

DGCA hopes ‘sick leave
protest’ at IndiGo, Go

First will end soon
New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI):
As maintenance techni-
cians at IndiGo and Go
First continue to remain
on sick leave in protest
against low salaries, avia-
tion regulator DGCA on
Wednesday said it hopes
the situation will improve
soon. IndiGo said it is in
process of addressing
some of the issues related
to employee remuneration
and asserted that its flight
operations continue to be
normal. In a statement on
'sick leave protest', the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said, "We are closely moni-
toring the situation. As of
now, operations are nor-
mal. Hopefully, it will be re-
solved shortly." IndiGo has
started taking disciplinary
action against the aircraft
maintenance technicians
(AMTs) who went on mass
sick leave in the last six
days protesting against low
pay, sources said.

Heavy rain causes landslide, 
inundates major roads in Odisha 

‘I’m a ‘sevak’, my govt for all-round
development of Maharashtra’

Thane, Jul 13 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Wednesday said he was
a "sevak" and his govern-
ment was committed to
the all-round development
of the state as well as wel-
fare of its citizens.

Shinde also said that the
decisions being taken now
for the welfare of the peo-
ple, should have been
taken two-and-a-half-years
back, but since that did
not happen, 50 MLAs had
to unite and take a stand.

He was referring to Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray's announce-
ment made on Tuesday

about his party's sup-
port to the National
Democratic Alliance's
Presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu.

Shinde was interact-
ing with reporters at
Anand Ashram in the
city after paying trib-
utes to late Shiv Sena
leader and his mentor
Anand Dighe on the
occasion of Guru
Purnima.

When asked about
NCP president Sharad
Pawar's recent remark
that he wanted the
Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress to contest
the future elections to-
gether as the Maha

Vikas Aghadi (MVA),
the chief minister
said, "Pawar is a big
leader. The 50 MLAs,
who are in my camp
and with the present
alliance (with the
BJP), all of us are aim-
ing to develop the
state. Hence, we do not
want to get into any
politics."

"My government
wants to ensure that
the lives of the people
of the state are im-
proved. The citizens
should feel that it is
their government. I
am a 'sevak' (servant)
and will remain one
till the end. I will walk

on the path shown by late
Shiv Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray and Anand
Dighe by following their
principles," he said.

When asked about
Thackeray announcing
his party's support to
Murmu, Shinde said the
Shiv Sena MPs wanted it.

"Even we, the 50 (rebel)
MLAs, have already de-
clared our backing to
Murmu. The support
being given to Murmu
from all quarters is being
welcomed at all levels and
by everyone. Even the sup-
port given by Uddhav
Thackeray to her is being
welcomed from all quar-
ters," he added.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
pays floral tribute to Shiv Sena founder
Balasaheb Thackeray on the occasion of
Guru Purnima, in Mumbai, Wednesday.


