
Propose
GGaannggttookk:: The Sikkim gov-
ernment on Monday pro-
posed to revise the mini-
mum wages of unskilled
workers in the hilly state
to Rs 500 from earlier Rs
300. A notification issued
in the Official Gazette
said the proposed new
wages of semi skilled
workers have been
increased from 
Rs 320 to Rs 520 and that
of skilled workers from 
Rs 335 to Rs 535.

Swept away 
NNaaggppuurr::  A 40-year-old
woman and her teen
daughter were swept
away in a flooded nul-
lah (major drain) in
Hingna area of Nagpur
city, a police official
said on Monday. The
incident took place in
Isasani on Sunday night
and the deceased have
been identified as
Sukmibai Mhatre and
her daughter Archana
(17),  the MIDC police
station official said.

Watery grave
MMiirrzzaappuurr::  Three men
drowned in Chuna Dari
Waterfall here while on
a picnic, police said on
Monday. The waterfall,
which comes under
Ahraura Police Station
area, was immediately
closed for tourists by
the District Magistrate
and the Superintendent
of Police, Mirzapur, till
further orders.

Collapse
TThhaannee::  The front eleva-
tion on the third floor of
a building in Thane city
collapsed on Monday
afternoon, though there
were no reports of any-
one getting injured, a
civic official said. The
building is 35 years old
and the incident led to a
two-wheeler and a car
getting damaged, Thane
Municipal Corporation
regional disaster man-
agement 
cell chief Avinash Sawant
told PTI.

Surrender
LLuuddhhiiaannaa:: Lok Insaaf
Party chief and former
MLA Simarjeet Singh
Bains on Monday sur-
rendered before a
court here in connec-
tion with a rape case.
The 52-year-old Bains
surrendered in the
court of Additional
Chief Judicial
Magistrate
Harsimranjit Singh. The
court sent the former
legislator to the three-
day police custody.

SCENIC BEAUTY

Boatmen steer across the Hoogly river as monsoon clouds fill the evening sky, in Nadia, Monday.
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BRIEF

Licypriya Kangujam, 
a 10-year-old climate activist
started an initiative Plastic
Money Shop to eliminate

single-use plastic waste, at
Delhi University 

in New Delhi.
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New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

In a relief to Shiv Sena
MLAs of the Uddhav
Thackeray faction, the
Supreme Court Monday
asked newly-elected
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
not to proceed with the plea
seeking their disqualifica-
tion which was sought by
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde group on the
ground of defying party
whip during the trust vote
and the election of the
speaker. The top court is
seized of several petitions
of the Thackeray faction
arising out of the rebellion
in Shiv Sena which first led
to the downfall of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment led by the Sena

supremo and the conse-
quential appointment of
Shinde as his successor
with the help of BJP. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari
and Hima Kohli took note
of the submissions of sen-
ior advocates led by Kapil
Sibal that several pleas of
the Uddhav faction, which
were to be listed on
Monday, have not been list-
ed for hearing. The court
had said the petitions
would be listed on July 11. I
urge that there should be
no disqualification till the
matter is decided here,
Sibal said, adding that ear-
lier the top court had pro-
tected the rebel MLAs
when they had approached
it. Our disqualification pe-

tition is listed tomorrow be-
fore the speaker... Either
way, there should not be
any disqualification till the
matter is decided. These
matters have to be decided
here, the senior lawyer
said. Mr (Tushar) Mehta
(Solicitor General who was
appearing for the
Governor), You please in-
form the assembly speaker
not to take any hearing. Let
us see, we will hear the mat-
ter, the bench said. The so-
licitor general (SG) said
though he was appearing
for Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari and he would con-
vey the message to the as-
sembly speaker. The court
said the matter be listed
after Tuesday after setting
up the bench. On July 3,
Rahul Narvekar of the BJP

was elected Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly. He
had polled 164 votes and de-
feated Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena candidate
Rajan Salvi, who got 107
votes. A day before the floor
test, Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker
Narvekar had recognised
Gogawale as the Shiv
Sena’s chief whip, remov-
ing Sunil Prabhu, who be-
longs to the Thackeray fac-
tion.

After winning the trust
vote in the state Assembly
on July 4, the Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena had
issued a notice to 14 legisla-
tors from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp for violat-
ing a whip issued by the
Sena whip and Shinde loy-
alist Bharat Gogawale.

Sukma, Jul 11: A Naxal
couple involved in sever-
al deadly attacks on secu-
rity forces and carrying
a reward of Rs 5 lakh
each on their heads sur-
rendered on Monday in
Sukma district, a police
official said.

Madkam Hidma and
his wife Kuram Hungi,
who are area committee
members of the self-
styled Kandhamal-
K a l a h a n d i - B o u d h -
Nayagarh (KKBN) divi-
sion of the Odisha State
Committee of the out-
lawed CPI (Maoist), laid
down arms due to their
disillusionment with the
Naxal ideology, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

“They carried rewards of
Rs 5 lakh each. Hidma
was involved in the
Burkapal (Sukma)
Maoist ambush in 2017,
in which 25 security per-
sonnel were killed, and
planting IED to target se-
curity forces in
Palodipara (Basebatti) in
2019,” he said. “Hungi
was involved in the
Nilivaya (Dantewada)
ambush attack in 2018, in
which seven jawans died,
and a Naxal attack in
which 17 security per-
sonnel were killed in
Minpa in Sukma in
2020,” Sharma added.
While Hidma was active
for16 years and Hungi for
12 years in the Bastar di-
vision of the Kerlapal
Area Committee, the
couple was transferred
to KKBN division in
Odisha last year, the SP
said.

4.3 magnitude quake
hits Korea district

No casualty

AAmmbbiikkaappuurr:: A moderate earth-
quake of 4.3 magnitude hit
some parts of Korea district in
north Chhattisgarh on Monday
morning, officials said. There
were so far no report of any
casualty or property damage,
they said. Korea district is
located around 300 km from
the state capital Raipur. A 4.3-
magnitude earthquake was felt
in an area around Baikunthpur,
the headquarters of Korea dis-
trict adjoining Madhya
Pradesh, at 8.10 am. The epi-
centre of the quake was 16 km
away from Baikunthpur in
west-north direction,” meteor-
ologist Akshya Mohan Bhatt in
Ambikapur said. It was a mod-
erate earthquake which does
not cause a major destruction,
but may damage ‘kutcha’
(mud) houses, he said. So far,
there has been no report of loss
of life or property damage, he
said. According to the local
administration, officials have
been instructed to carefully
monitor the situation and
report any damage caused due
to the seismic activity.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday unveiled the na-
tional emblem cast on the
roof of the new
Parliament building here.

The inauguration of the
emblem, which is made up
of bronze with a total
weight of 9,500 kg and is
6.5 metre in height, marks
the first major milestone
ahead of the new build-
ing’s scheduled opening
for later this year.
Authorities have main-
tained that Parliament’s
Winter session will be held
there. Officials said the
emblem has been cast at
the top of the central foyer
of the new Parliament
building, and a supporting
structure of steel weigh-
ing around 6,500 kg has

been constructed to sup-
port it. The concept sketch
and process of casting of
the national emblem on
the roof of the new
Parliament building has
gone through eight differ-

ent stages of preparation
from clay modelling and
computer graphics to
bronze casting and polish-
ing, they said. Modi was
joined by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Rajya

Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and Urban
Development Minister
Hardeep Singh at the inau-
guration. He also attended
a religious ceremony at
the site.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday sentenced fugi-
tive businessman Vijay
Mallya to four months in
jail for committing con-
tempt of court, saying he
never showed any remorse
nor tendered any apology
for his conduct and ade-
quate punishment must be
imposed to maintain the
majesty of the law.

The apex court directed
the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) to secure
the presence of Mallya,
who is in the United
Kingdom since March
2016, to undergo the sen-
tence. A bench headed by
Justice U U Lalit also im-

posed a fine of Rs 2,000 on
Mallya, who was held
guilty of committing con-
tempt of court by the top
court on May 9, 2017, for
transferring USD 40 mil-
lion to his children in vio-
lation of court orders.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices S R Bhat
and P S Narasimha, direct-
ed that Mallya and the
beneficiaries under the
said transactions relating

to USD 40 million shall be
bound to deposit the
amount received along
with interest at the rate of
eight per cent per annum
with the concerned recov-
ery officer within four
weeks.

It said in case the
amounts are not deposit-
ed, the concerned recov-
ery officer shall be entitled
to take appropriate pro-
ceedings for recovery of
money and the
Government of India and
all concerned agencies
shall extend assistance
and complete cooperation.

“It shall be open to take
such appropriate steps in-
cluding the appointment
of forensic auditor(s),” the
bench said in its 19-page
order.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Fourteen candidates
have got the perfect score
in the engineering en-
trance exam JEE-Main,
results of which were an-
nounced on Monday, ac-
cording to the National
Testing Agency (NTA).

Maximum candidates
bagging the top score in
the first edition of JEE-
Main, 2022 are from
Telangana (4) followed by
Andhra Pradesh (3).

The top scorers from
Telangana are Jasti
Yashwanth VVS, Rupesh
Biyani, Aniket
Chattopadhyay and
Dheeraj Kurukunda.

Koyayana Suhas,
Penikalpati Ravi Kishore
are Polisetty Karthikeya
are the top scorers from

Andhra Pradesh. Other
candidates who scored
100 are Sarthak
Maheshwari (Haryana),
Kushagra Srivastava
(Jharkhand), Mrinal
Garg (Punjab), Sneha
Pareek (Assam), Navya
(Rajasthan), Boya Harsen
Sathvik (Karnataka) and
Saumitra Garg (Uttar
Pradesh)

“Over 8.7 lakh candi-
dates had registered for
the exam while 7.69 lakh
had appeared. The exam-
ination was conducted at
588 examination centres
in 407 cities, including 17
cities outside India in
Manama, Doha, Dubai,
Kathmandu, Muscat,
Riyadh, Sharjah,
Singapore, Kuwait City,
Kuala Lumpur, Lagos,
Colombo, Jakarta,

Vienna, Moscow, Port
Louis, and Bangkok,” a
senior NTA official said.

“Over 550 observers,
424 city-coordinators, 18
regional coordinators,
369 deputy and independ-
ent observers, two na-
tional coordinators were
deployed at the examina-
tion centres to oversee
the smooth and fair con-
duct of the examina-
tion,” he added.

The official explained
that the NTA score is not
the same as percentage
of marks obtained.

“NTA scores are nor-
malised scores across
multi session papers and
are based on relative per-
formance of all those
who appeared for the ex-
amination in one ses-
sion.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has asked
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to depose before it
on July 21 for questioning
in the National Herald
newspaper-linked money-
laundering case, officials
said on Monday.

Gandhi (75) was issued a
second summons by the
federal probe agency for
June 23, but the Congress
leader could not keep the
date as she was “strictly
advised to rest at home fol-
lowing her hospitalisation
on account of COVID-19
and a lung infection”.

Gandhi had sought post-
poning of the June 23 sum-
mons by four weeks and
hence, she has been asked
to depose before the
agency on July 21, the offi-

cials said. The Congress
president was first issued
the notice for appearance
on June 8, but after she
tested positive for Covid,
the summons for June 23
was issued.

Her son and Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi has
been questioned by the
agency in connection with
the case for over 50 hours
in sessions spread across
five days.

The probe relates to al-
leged financial irregulari-
ties in the Congress-pro-
moted Young Indian
Private Limited, which
owns the National Herald
newspaper.

The move to question
the Gandhis was initiated
after the ED late last year
lodged a fresh case under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA),
following a trial court here
taking cognisance of an
income-tax department
probe against Young
Indian on the basis of a
private criminal com-
plaint filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy in
2013. Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi are among the pro-
moters and majority
shareholders of Young
Indian. Like her son, the
Congress president too
has 38 per cent sharehold-
ing in the company.

Swamy had accused the
Gandhis and others of
conspiring to cheat and
misappropriate funds,
with Young Indian paying
only Rs 50 lakh to obtain
the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that Associated
Journals Limited (AJL)
owed to the Congress.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Monsoon
Session, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and the
three service chiefs on
Monday briefed a parlia-
mentary panel on
‘Agnipath’, but six opposi-
tion members demanded a
rethink on the new mili-
tary recruitment scheme
and its withdrawal. At the
nearly two-hour meeting
where the members of the
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Consultative Committee
on Defence were given a
presentation, Singh sought
to allay their concerns, in-
cluding related to possible
impact on operational
readiness of the forces.
The three chiefs of the
armed forces also briefed
the members of parlia-

ment about the scheme,
which had sparked violent
protests for days and was
criticised by many opposi-
tion parties . Opposition
members, including those
from the Congress, the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and the RJD raised
objections to the new re-
cruitment scheme and said
it should be rolled back.

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Thirteen of the 18 Lok
Sabha MPs of the Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra on
Monday physically attend-
ed a key meeting on the
presidential elections and
a majority of them sug-
gested supporting the BJP-
led NDA’s candidate
Droupadi Murmu, party
leader Gajanan Kiritkar
said. However, party MP
and chief spokesperson
Sanjay Raut claimed of the
18 MPs in the Lok Sabha,
15 attended the meeting
held at ‘Matoshree’, the
private residence of Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray in suburban
Bandra. He did not provide
details. Besides 18 Lok
Sabha members in

Maharashtra, the Shiv
Sena also has its MP,
Kalaben Delkar, in the
Union Territory of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu.

Kiritkar said 13 MPs
physically attended the
meeting, while three oth-
ers — Sanjay Jadhav,
Sanjay Mandlik and
Hemant Patil — could not
make it to the gathering,
but affirmed their support
to the leadership. Most of
the MPs were of the opin-
ion that the party should
support Droupadi Murmu,
Kirtikar told PTI.

Two Lok Sabha MPs of
the Sena - Bhawana Gawali
and Shrikant Shinde (son
of Chief minister Eknath
Shinde) - did not attend the
meeting, he added.

JOLT TO UDDHAV FACTION

13 Sena MPs attend Prez poll
meet; most back Murmu

COMMENDABLE ACHIEVEMENT 

JEE Main: 14 candidates score perfect 100
Rajnath  briefs Par panel

on Agnipath scheme
Congress’s Manish Tewari

refuses to sign Oppn’s letter

The Congress faced a big embar-
rassment today over its protest
letter on the controversial
Agnipath recruitment scheme
for the armed forces. Senior
leader Manish Tewari — who
earlier handed the party
moments of deep discomfort
with his public criticism —
refused to sign the letter.

National Herald Case

ED asks Sonia to appear before it on July 21

PM unveils national emblem on Parl building
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during the 
unveiling ceremony 

of a bronze 
national emblem at new
Parliament building, in

New Delhi, Monday.

Oppn slams PM
Opposition parties slammed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday over the unveiling
of a cast of the national
emblem atop the new
Parliament building, hurling a
slew of accusations ranging
from the absence of opposition
leaders, conducting a religious
ceremony on Parliament prem-
ises and “subverting” the prin-
ciple of constitutional separa-
tion of powers. Modi unveiled
the national emblem cast on
the roof of the new Parliament
building and also attended a
religious ceremony at the site.

SC sentences Vijay Mallya
to four months in jail 

 For contempt

Naxal couple 
surrenders in Sukma
 Involved in several

deadly attacks
on security forces

SENA VS SENA

Don’t act on disqualification
plea: SC to Maha Speaker

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, July 11: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
situation of city sanitation
between Supela to Gada
Chowk on Monday. He trav-
elled on foot to inspect the
entire area. During the in-
spection, he found that
garbage was spread near a
sweets shop near Supela
Chowk.

The Municipal
Commissioner directed the
officials to impose a fine for
spreading garbage. In com-

pliance with the instruc-
tions, a fine of Rs 7000
was collected from the
shopkeeper for spread-
ing garbage. Similarly,
they fined three other
people for the same rea-
son.

The Municipal
Commissioner asked the
shopkeepers to keep the
surroundings clean and
put the garbage in the
dustbins only. It is
mandatory for every
shopkeeper to have a dust-
bin so that proper disposal
of waste can be done.

For the past several days,

people have been repeated-
ly advised not to put
garbage on roadsides and
other places. Still, the

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has to take ac-
tion and impose fines on
the people. BMC will con-

tinue taking action against
the people who continue to
pollute the city and spoil
the beauty of the city.

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner also inspect-
ed the entire Laxmi

Market.
He interacted with the

shopkeepers and in-
structed them to keep
their goods and saleable
items within their prem-
ises and prescribed lim-
its. At the same time, he
gave necessary direc-
tions to the officials re-
garding tree plantation.
He gave instructions to
the health officer to re-
move the garbage from
drains.
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar along with of-
ficials inspected the area

near Ekta Chowk in Kurud.
Illegal encroachment has
resulted in traffic jams at
many places. He directed
the officers to raze the ille-
gal structures so that the
traffic jams can be avoided
and possibility of accidents
reduced.

During the inspection,
Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad and Pooja
Pillai, Executive Engineer
in-charge Kuldeep Gupta,
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Zone
Health Officer Ankit
Saxena and Anil Mishra
were present.

Amrita Devi
Bhilai:
A m r i t a
D e v i ,
wife of
L a t e
B h a j a n
L a l
Y a d a v

left for heavenly abode
at the age of 78 years on
Monday.

Funeral procession
will be taken out from
her residence situated at
Sector 01, Street 07, Qr
No 27-B on July 12
around 12:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was
the mother of Rajendra
Yadav and Rajnath
Yadav.

OBITUARY

Administration pulls up socks to prevent Covid
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11:
Considering the rising
cases of Coronavirus in-
fection, the administra-
tion has once again pulled
up its socks to fight the
pandemic. Extensive vac-
cination drives will be con-
ducted in the next 15 days
and the number of testing
will also be increased.

While addressing the
health officials, District
Collector Pushpendra
Meena said that there is a
need to be very vigilant
about Covid and in the
next fifteen days.

The health staff should
work on comprehensive
vaccination and testing.

Covid cases have in-
creased in Durg district.
There are 272 active cases
at present. Of these, 7 are
admitted in the hospital.
In such a situation, it is
necessary for the entire
system to be on alert mode
at all times keeping in
mind the possibility of in-
creasing cases of Covid.

Collector Pushpendra
Meena gave these instruc-
tions in a meeting of
health officials. He in-
quired in detail about the
medical infrastructure
and asked the officials to
ensure that all the instru-
ments are in effective
working condition.

He directed them to con-
stitute a monitoring team.

The Collector said that
there is a need to specially
focus on testing in the
health centers. The pri-
mary contacts of the pa-
tients who are tested posi-
tive should also be moni-

tored.
Along with this, he

asked the officials to moni-
tor the arrangements for
effective testing at railway
stations. The Collector
said that vaccination is the

most effective tool to fight
covid. He asked them to
keep an eye on the target
of vaccination and make
sure that the dosage of all
sections of people includ-
ing frontline workers is

complete.
School children who

have missed out on vacci-
nation are to be brought
under the ambit of vacci-
nation. CMHO Dr JP
Meshram and other offi-
cials were present in the
meeting.

Collector sought the
data of Haat Bazaars from
the Health Department of-
ficials. He said that about
60 patients are traced
Covid Positive from every
Haat-bazar. The markets
in which the number of
patients is lesser, special
review will have to be
done.

He said that all possible
measures must be taken
for early detection of pa-

tients and provide benefits
of health services close to
home.

The Collector said that
appreciable work has been
done regarding health
cards in Durg district. It is
one of the best facilities of
the government. No one
should be deprived of this
facility. At the village level,
Mitanin and the secretary
should see that its target is
achieved and all the bene-
ficiaries get cards.

He instructed to work
specifically in this direc-
tion for the next two
weeks. The Collector also
reviewed in detail all the
aspects related to health
including institutional de-
livery.

BSF jawans participate
in Run for Steel

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11: The jawans
and officers of Border
Security Force enthusiasti-
cally participated in Run for
Steel organised by the
Bhilai Steel Plant under the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava.
The 2.5 km run was flagged
off by KK Singh (ED, P&A,
BSP). The personnel and of-
ficers of BSF Frontier
Headquarters and common

people enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the event.
Acting IG (BSF, Frontier
Headquarters, Special
Operations, Chhattisgarh)
Arvinder Singh encouraged
the participants and spoke
about the health benefits of
running and regular exer-
cise. He added that running
and exercise not only im-
proves health but also pro-
motes unity, brotherhood
and discipline.
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Citizens gather to give strength to bereaved family of Martyr

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11: A large
number of citizens gath-
ered at Raipur Airport on
Sunday to receive the fam-
ily of Martyr Kapil Dev
Pandey on their arrival to
Raipur from Delhi. After
performing the last rites
of Martyr Kapil Dev
Pandey in Delhi, the fami-
ly returned back to their
hometown.

Officers from COSA
(Army Headquarters), rel-
atives, friends, journal-
ists, former defence per-
sonnel, officials of

District Administration,
Durg Police and college
students gave a tearful
welcome to the bereaved
family.

Martyr's wife Lt Col
Chhavi Pandey, his moth-
er Kusum Pandey, sons -
Abhiraj and Abeer,
Mother-in-law Suman
Arora, sister Bhavana
Pandey (Senior
Journalist and President,
New Press Club of
Bhilai), sister Kanchan
Agrawal and brother-in-
law Pradeep Agrawal
landed at Raipur airport
on Sunday afternoon.

Ex-Servicemen Welfare
Association President
Dinesh Mishra, Durg
District President
Harpreet Bal, ex-service-
man & Congress leader
Arun Singh Sisodia,
renowned educationist
Suman Tripathi, students
of SSIMPT and members
of Yuva Pahal Raipur re-
ceived the family by show-
ering flower petals. They
raised slogans of Bharat
Mata Ki Jai and Shaheed
Kapil DevPandey Amar
Rahe.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government had also

made elaborate arrange-
ments to receive the mar-

tyr's family with full hon-
ours. Top administrative

officials were present at
the Airport. A cavalcade

of army and police cars
drove them back to their
residence situated at
Nehru Nagar (East),
Bhilai.

District Collector
Pushpendra Meena, SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruva, ASP (Rural)
Anant Kumar Sahu. DSP
(Crime) Nasar Siddiqui
and other administrative
officers were present at
Martyr's residence to re-
ceive the family. They ex-
pressed condolences and
paid floral tributes to the
brave soldier who made

supreme sacrifice in lines
of service.

Denizens welcomed
them at different places
during their journey
from Raipur to Durg.
Activists of Shriram
Janmotsava Samiti led by
Rohit Tiwari welcomed
the family at Khursipar
Gate. Journalists, local
leaders and social work-
ers welcomed them at
Supela Square. The mem-
bers of Sapath
Foundation and Nehru
Nagar Residents
Association welcomed
them at Nehru Nagar

BMC Commissioner inspects city sanitation

Collector Jandarshan receives 62 applications
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, July 11: A resi-
dent of Hari Nagar,
Katulbod, whose husband
has passed away due to
Covid-19, had reached
Collector Jandarshan on
Monday with an applica-
tion. As she had not re-
ceived the investigation re-
port from the hospital, she
was unable to get the in-
surance claim. The appli-
cant stated that in the year
2021 her husband died dur-
ing the treatment of
Covid-19 at CCM Hospital
Kachandur.

To get the amount of in-
surance after death, the in-
surance company is ask-
ing for a detailed report of
the investigations done by
the hospital. But CCM
Medical Hospital
Kachandur is not provid-
ing her the details of the
investigations. The appli-
cant stated that she needs
the medical reports for the

insurance and group in-
surance amount and PF
claims made by the family.

She had already submit-
ted an application at CCM
Hospital and has contact-
ed the staff several times.
But till date she has not re-
ceived the detailed report.
The applicant further stat-
ed that the hospital staff
gave her an oral reply that

a detailed report is not re-
quired for the insurance
claim. They added that
they do not provide de-
tailed reports in writing.

Due to non settlement of
insurance claims, the ap-
plicant is going through a
financial crisis. She re-
quested the Collector to in-
struct the officials to pro-
vide a detailed medical in-

vestigation report so that
she could file an insurance
claim. Taking cognizance
of the situation, the
Collector directed the con-
cerned officer to take
prompt action.

An application was sub-
mitted by the residents of
Potiya Kala ward. They
complained about the im-
moral activities near the

old pond complex of ward
number 54. The applicant
stated that the ancient
pond located in Potiya
Kala was made by the an-
cestors. Various organisa-
tions have pledged to
maintain its purity and
prestige.

But some anti-social ele-
ments are trying to con-
taminate this pond and its
surrounding environ-
ment. Drinkers and drug
addicts gather here to con-
sume liquor. The unruly
elements have turned this
place into a gambling den.
Due to the apathy of the
police administration,
their courage is rising day
by day.

The applicant is request-
ed to the Collector to in-
struct the Police depart-
ment for conducting sur-
prise inspections or pa-
trolling at regular inter-
vals. Increased presence of
police will definitely avoid
any untoward incident. In

view of the seriousness of
the application, the
Collector asked the con-
cerned official to provide a
detailed report and as-
sured the applicants of ap-
propriate action.

An old lady had also
reached Jandarshan with
an application. She was
unable to take advantage
of government schemes
due to non-availability of
Aadhar card. She stated
that for the last many
years she has been trying
to get the Aadhar card.
Her problem has not been
solved yet.

She requested the
Collector to get her an
Aadhar card soon so that
she could apply for govern-
ment schemes in this old
age and take advantage.
The Collector sent the ap-
plication to the concerned
officer and directed for im-
mediate disposal. A total
of 62 applications were re-
ceived in Jandarshan.
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION

With hap-hazard parking opposite the complex near Ghadi Chowk, there is generally lot of traffic near the signal
and this makes movement of vehicle slow, causing congestion.

Colposcopy instrumental in identifying cervical cancer at early stage

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 11: To pro-
vide hands-on training
to identify cervical can-
cer early on with the
help of Colposcopy, the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences con-
ducted a CME ‘SSNPP
CME Cum Live
Colposcopy Workshop’.
Experts said that with
new technology, abnor-
mal pap results, the
presence of human pa-
pillomavirus (HPV), or
unexplained bleeding
and similar problems
can be identified in mar-
ried women, resulting

in early treatment.
Department of

Obstetrics and
Gynaecology with
Raipur Obs and Gyne
Society organized a
CME ‘Swasthya Sunder
Nari, Preventing the
Preventable’. Prof. (Dr.)
Nitin M. Nagarkar,

Director, in his inaugu-
ral speech, congratulat-
ed the organizers for
conducting a relevant
CME on Colposcopy.
‘AIIMS is instrumental
in taking the lead role
whenever new technolo-
gy is available for pa-
tients. We must contin-

ue to train new medical
practitioners under
such workshops.
Colposcopy can help
identify cervical cancer.
Given the increased
number of cervical can-
cer patients, he said we
must use it routinely to
identify it at an early

stage.
Prof. Sarita Agrawal,

Dean (Research) and or-
ganizing Chairperson of
the CME, informed that
the department is re-
ceiving around 45 pa-
tients per day in OPD
with abnormal cells in
the cervix which need

VIA or Colposcopy. ‘As
per protocol, we are
screening all married
women above 25 with
suspected cervical can-
cer. If there are any ab-
normal cells found, we
usually conduct a
Colposcopy. Almost 15
patients every day have

to undergo Colposcopy.
It helped to prevent cer-
vical cancer and used to
start early treatment,
she said. She further ex-
plained different re-
search work at the de-
partment and the initia-
tive was taken with
FOGSI.

Dr. Meera Baghel,
CMHO, Raipur suggest-
ed that doctors at the
CHC level can be
trained with
Colposcopy under a
similar training pro-
gram. During the CME,
Dr. Priya Ganesh
Kumar, Chairperson, of
the Gyne oncology
Committee demonstrat-
ed a live demonstration
of the Colposcopy. Dr.
Priya is instrumental in
conducting such a train-
ing program at the na-
tional level. Around 100
doctors participated in
the CME. Dr.
Tabbassum Dalla and
Dr. Monika Pathak
thank AIIMS for provid-
ing hands-on training to
doctors. Dr. Pushpawati
and Dr. Nilaj Bagde also
participated in the
CME.

Person cheating in the
name of job in Army nabbed

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Jul 11: Cheating
innocent youths of cash
in the name of provid-
ing job in the Army by
dressing himself in
Army uniform accused
Pawan Kumar (31) S/o

Motilal Choudhary  was
arrested from Dr
Ambedkar Colony,
Chatarpur, New Delhi
on charges of cheating
youth of cash amount of
Rs 7.50 lakh.

As per information in
this regard, Mohan
Kumar Sahu, S/o
Annad Kumar Sahu
(43), R/o Katipara,
Kortara thana
Charama, District
Kanker had lodged com-
plaint against him. The
victim informed that
his son Rahul Sahu was
cheated by the accused
by showing fake ap-
pointment letters of
three persons in the
Indian Army viz.
Archana Goswami,
Pawan Goswami and
Abhishekh Goswami
and cheated them of Rs

7.50 lakh.
It is based upon the

complaint, the accused
Pawan Kumar was
taken into arrest from
Delhi and on holding de-
tailed inquiry he accept-
ed the crime of cheating
Rahul of recruitment in
the Indian Army with
the help of some of his
friends.

The accused informed
that on words of
Archana Goswami,
Abhishekh Goswami he
used to dressed as an
Armyman and take the
youth into confidence
and then cheat them of
cash. The police has
also seized the Army
uniform which he used
to wear while assuring
youth and the ‘C’ certifi-
cate from his posses-
sion.

Chairman Railway Board 
completes SECR inspection

Raipur/Bilaspur, Jul
11: On the last day of his
three day visit to SECR,
V K Tripathi Chairman
Railway Board inspected
Kusmunda and Deepka
coal sidings along with
Bilaspur-Gewra Road
through window trailing.
He was accompanied by
SECR GM Alok Kumat
and officials of SECL and
higher railway officials.

Earlier Chairman and
CEO Railway Board V K
Tripathi had reached
Raipur by Friday evening
flight. Soon after reach-
ing Raipur he left for
Jharsuguda in the night

by Inspection
Special Train.
He was received
by GM SECR
Alok Kumar
and other high-
er officials.

Tripathi in-
s p e c t e d
Jharsuguda sta-

tion on Saturday morn-
ing and thereafter in-
spected Mahanadi Coal
siding at Brajrajnagar.
After inspecting
Mahanadi Coal siding,
Chairman inspected Ib
Valley Coal siding and
other coal sidings
through window trailing.
In course of his inspect-
ing Mahanadi Coal siding
he talked to MCL officials
in connection with load-
ing. He also gave neces-
sary instructions to
SECR GM and other offi-
cials. Chairman will also
conduct inspection of
SECR on Sunday.

NIT Raipur organizes i-Talk session 

Raipur, Jul 11:
Innovation Cell and
Entrepreneurship Cell of
National Institute of
Technology Raipur organ-
ised an i -Talk session on
innovative startups with
Data Analysis and AI on
11th July, 2022, in hybrid
mode. The event was or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of Dr. S. Gupta,
Professor In-charge, I-Cell.

The speaker of the
event was Ankit
Sinmoraya, an ML
Engineering Manager at

Amazon and an Alumni of
NIT Raipur. In 2022, he
was awarded the 40 under
40 Data Scientist Award by
Analytics India Magazine,

a renowned data science
publication. His passion
for angel investing helps
entrepreneurs working on
promising products by in-

vesting in them at an early
stage. The objective of the
event was to provide a
platform for technophiles
to nurture their young
minds towards accelerat-
ed research and innova-
tion. The students were
enlightened about various
careers in data science, its
large-scale impact and
unique business models
around the globe, especial-
ly in this competitive mar-
ket.

The session about
Career in Data Science
helped students explore
the brand new domain of
Data Science in the start-
up world as data is mean-
ingless until its conver-
sion into valuable infor-

mation. Techniques in-
volved in Data Science
like mining large datasets
containing structured &
unstructured data and
identifying hidden pat-
terns to extract actionable
insights were also ex-
plained.

Topics like future poten-
tial of ML, Machine
Learning Engineer vs
Data Scientist and respon-
sibilities of a data scien-
tist were also elucidated.
Ankit further shared his
experience and guided the
students by answering
their queries and suggest-
ing them to build a portfo-
lio, publish papers and
deal with real life prob-
lems.

Boy beaten to death by
seniors in school

Raipur, Jul 11: A boy,
studying in Class 10th was
mordered by a group of
students in the school
premises. A minor has
been detained by the po-
lice in this connection and
has been subjected to in-
terrogation. The search is
on for the remaining stu-
dents who have run away
after murdering the boy.

The incident took place
on Monday afternoon in a
government school in
Khamtrai area. The sup-
plementary examination
was conducted in
Kashiram Sharma
Government School. Class
10th student named
Mohan Singh had come to
the school to appear in the
exam where he had a dis-
pute with some students
of class 11th.

A student who was with

Mohan at the time of the
incident told that there
was no quarrel between
Mohan and group of stu-
dents. He said that one of
the boys in the group
came close to him and
Mohan and asked in
which class they were
studying. Mohan and his
friend said that they were
studying in Class 10th.
When he asked again
something in English,
they did not reply and
moved, Mohan’s friend
said. As soon as the boy
went ahead, the boy said
to Mohan – you are becom-
ing smarter. He then start-
ed beating Mohan and
subsequently other boys
in the group came and
started beating him.
Mohan was beaten up and
taken out of the school
ground. He was beaten up

on the road. They hit him
with kicks and punches.
The boys ran away till
they saw Mohan bleeding.
Mohan was brought to
Ambedkar Hospital where
the doctors declared him
dead.

The school staff and
other boys present on the
spot caught one of the
boys in the group who was
seen arguing. This minor
has been handed over to
the police. Police is trac-
ing remaining boys who
have fled.

Mohan’s family is in
shock due to this incident.
His father, who works in a
shop rushed to Ambedkar
Hospital immediately
after coming to know
about the incident.
According to doctors rib
was found broken due to
assault.

Ashok Juneja empanelled as DG with GoI

Raipur, Jul 11: The
Director General of
Police (DGP)
Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja has been empan-
elled as DG by the GoI. In
the list of total of 11 IPS of
1989 batch who have been
empanelled as DG by the
Centre, there is name of
DGP Ashok Juneja as
well. It is notable here that
DGP Ashok Juneja heads
the Police Department in
the State. He has worked
earlier with GoI in the
Narcotics Department
and was security in-
charge of Commonwealth
Games held in New Delhi.

Prior to this Juneja was
already empanelled as
DGP at the Centre and
now he has been elevated
as DG. If he goes on depu-
tation to GoI then he will
get a post equivalent to
that of DG. After IPS
Vishwaranjan from
Chhattisgarh, Ashok
Juneja will be the second
IPS who had got empan-
elled as DG with GoI.

IAS Rajat Kumar,
Mukesh Kumar also
empanelled as Jt. Secy
at Centre 

IAS of 2005 batch Rajat
Kumar and Mukesh
Kumar have been em-
panelled as Joint
Secretary in central gov-
ernment. At present both
these officers of
Chhattisgarh cadre are
serving in the Centre. A
total of 17 IAS officers of
2005 batch have been em-
panelled as Joint
Secretary by the central
government and in this
there is name of two
from Chhattisgarh, 3
from MP, 1 from
Maharashtra, 2 each
from Rajasthan and
Bihar.

State Water Resources Utilization
Committee meeting concludes

Raipur, Jul 11: The meet-
ing of State Water
Resources Utilization
Committee was held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain through
video conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Monday.
In the meeting, the propos-
als for water utilization,
availability and allocation
of various reservoirs of

the state under the Water
Resources Department
and water allocation for
the use of Jal Jeevan
Mission, Public Health
Engineering Department
and various industries
were also discussed in de-
tail and the proposals were
approved.

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, 21 villages of
Bilaspur district and 48
villages of Mahasamund,
34 villages of Mungeli
were approved water sup-
ply under Jal Jeevan
Mission. Similarly, the
group water supply
scheme to 33 villages of

Kondagaon district and
206 villages of Mungeli, 61
villages of Bemetara and
76 villages of Surajpur got
the approval for  annual
water allocation from the
water bodies there under
Jal Jeevan Mission.

In the meeting of the
State Water Resources
Utilization Committee,
the proposals for alloca-
tion of water to the indus-
tries located in different
districts were also ap-
proved. Among them pro-
posal was approved for al-
lotment of water to M/s
MSP  Steel and Power
Limited in Raigarh dis-

trict, M/s Indramani
Industries Private
Limited in district
Balrampur and to M/s
Jaiswal Niko Industries
Limited, Raipur in dis-
trict Narayanpur.
Similarly, in the district
Balodabazar Bhatapara,
Annual water allocation
proposal to M/s. G.O.S.
Ispat Private Limited has
been approved.

In the meeting,
Secretary, Industries and
Commerce Department,
Manoj Pingua, Secretary
of Water Resources
Department Anbalagan
P., Secretary of Public
Health Engineering
Department Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary of
Energy Department
Ankit Anand, Secretary of
Agriculture Department,
Dr. Kamalpreet Singh,
Finance Special Secretary
of the department,
Sheetal Shashwat Verma
and other officers were
present.

Meeting held under
the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary

Among list of 11 IPS
of 1989 batch On ‘Innovative

Startups and career
in Data Science’

Had cheated one
from Kanker district

Experts participating in SSNPP CME cum Live Colposcopy Workshop by AIIMS-R

100 doctors trained
at CME, organized
by AIIMS-R and
ROGS 
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Aryans lift Khairagarh Inter-Set Cultural and Dramatics Trophy

Raipur, Jul 11: A two-
day Inter-Set Dramatics
Competition was initiat-
ed in one of the
renowned organisation
of the city- Rajkumar
College, with the aim to
clinch the ‘Khairagarh
Trophy’ among the 4 sets
of Rajkumar College,
Raipur, namely -The
Aryans, The Bikrams,
The Rajputs and The
Ranas, who participated
in the Competition very
enthusiastically, with
great pomp and show.

With due permission of
Principal, the events of
the first day started with
a bang. All the four plays
were adapted from the fa-
mous English writer O.
Henry. Total of 109 stu-
dents were on stage, to
prove their acting skills.
The famous personalities
of the theatre, Prasanna
Nimonkar, Reshma Jain
and Vanaja Bhave spared
their precious time out of
their busy schedule, to be
our judges for the compe-
tition.

The show began with
the first performance by
the Bikram set, named
‘Mammon and the

Archer,’ which was based
on the story of a soap-
maker and a money
lender, who placed
money above everything
else. Shashwat Nathani,
Arnav Jain, Himanshu
Markhan, Aadidev
Rajaram, Aadya Gupta,
Vanshika Bajaj etc.
proved themselves on
stage.

The second show by
the Aryans - ‘Witches
Loaves’, revolved around
a protagonist, who owned
a small bakery. The story
is of making assump-
tions based on minimal
information and acting
on these assumptions.
Liesha Jacob, Shashwat
Sinha, Navya Jindal,
Divya Goel and others,
made the play lively by
their splendid acting
skills. The third play was
by the Ranas who pre-
sented, ‘The Ransom of
the Red Chief ’ in a very
humourous way, by
showing their struggles,

after kidnapping the son
of a wealthy villager.
Pushpendra Koram,
Mounit Bera, Siddharth
Agrawal, Aaditya
Agrawal, Abhishree
Netam, Navya Agrawal,
Aadhrit S. Tomar, were
excellent in their stage
performance. The fourth
and the final skit ‘The
Retrieved Reformation’,
was enacted by the
Rajputs, which enchant-
ed the audience. The
power of love was dis-
played in a wonderful
manner, through this
play. The positive influ-
ence, which love can put
on a person’s life, was ex-
emplified by this one act
play. Prem Majithia,
Gurjas Chawla, Govind
Khetpal, Kanak Nandini,
Aprajita Telang, won
over the hearts of the
crowed and the act was
well applauded.

The programme con-
cluded with a note of ap-
praisal, motivation and

appreciation from the
Principal Col. Avinash
and one of the Judges
Prasanna Nimonkar.

The Hindi dramatics
on Day 2 was witnessed
by the respected mem-
bers of the managing
committee of Rajkumar
College and renowned
urbanites. The famous
personalities of the the-
atre, Pritesh Pandey,
Mamta Ahar and
Kishore Vaibhav ‘Abhay’
spared their precious
time out of their busy
schedule, to be our hon-
ourable judges for the
competition.

The show began with
the first performance by
the Rajputs set, named
‘Khaak Hoti Sambedana,’
which was based on the
theme of how callous we
are becoming due to our
selfishness. The 2nd
Show “Outsider”
(Though an English
word, the theme was very
much ethnic!) was per-
formed by the Ranas. It
was based on the work-
ing women and the prob-
lems they face due to
dual responsibility they
shoulder by working at
home and office to pro-
vide the sustenance to
their families. The 3rd
Show was put up by the
Bikrams, the entertain-
ing people. Title “Hum
Ek hain”, the skit dis-

cussed the themes like
Education of women,
Conservation of Nature
and the ills of Dowry
System. The 4th one act
play by the Aryans, titled
“Ladhai” was based on
the multiple themes of
corruption and how we
are victims of this social
evil.

After the conclusion of
the plays, one of the
judges, Pritesh Pandey
and the Principal Col.
Avinash praised the ef-
forts of the students and
the Staff members who
trained them on stage.
The following is the sum-
mary of the prizes dis-
tributed to the students.
The Best Actor of
English play was
Pushpendra Koram of
Ranas. Liesha Ann Jacob
of Aryans was adjudged
as the Best Actress of
English. The Best
Supporting actor of
English was Shaswat
Nathani(Class XII) of
Bikrams. Abhishree
Netam(Class XII) of
Ranas and Kanak
Nandini Singh(Class XII)
jointly won the award for
the Best Supporting
Actress of English.

Similarly, there was a
tie between Divyaraj
Shukla (Class XII) and
Tanish Agrawal (Class
XII) of Aryans for the
award of Best Actor of

Hindi for their powerful
and convincing roles.
The award for the Best
Actress (Hindi) was won
by Sania Khan (Class XII)
of Ranas for her simple
yet impressive perform-
ance. Dhairya Bakshi
(Class XII) of Rajputs
won the Best Supporting
Actor award for his ster-
ling performance. The
award for the Best
Supporting Actress in
Hindi play was won by
Vidhi Ahuja (Class X) of
Aryans. Adhrit Singh
Tomar (Ranas) and
Samyukta Singh
(Bikrams) won the Best
Child Artiste award for
English and Hindi plays
to conclude the individ-
ual awards.

The Set positions in
English Dramatics, were
Ranas (1st), Aryans (2nd),
Bikrams (3rd) and
Rajputs (4th). In Hindi
Dramatics, the Set posi-
tions, were Aryans (1st),
Rajputs (2nd), Bikrams
and Rajputs (3rd). The
Overall Set Positions,
were 1st Aryans (301),
2nd Ranas (287),
3rdBikrams (273) and 4th
Rajputs (268). Hence
Khairagarh Inter-Set
Cultural and Dramatics
Trophy, presented by
Major Raja Bahadur
Birendra Bahadur Singh
of Khairagarh went to
the Aryans.

Positive initiative to make youth
power self-reliant through 

self-supporting Ch’garh: V-C

Bilaspur, Jul 11: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal delivered a lec-
ture on July 9 in Varanasi
on positive efforts and best
practices under the suc-
cessful implementation of
National Education Policy-
2020. Discussion was held
on the implementation of
the National Education
Policy-2020 at the three-day
All-India Education
Conclave on National
Education Policy -2020 held
from July 7 to July 9, 2022
at the Rudraksh
Convention Center in
Varanasi. This three-day
program was inaugurated
by the Prime Minister of
the country, Narendra
Modi.

Addressing the heads of
prestigious higher educa-
tional institutions of the
country at the education
conclave, Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal said that
the objective of National
Education Policy-2020 is to
prepare youth who are not
job seekers but job givers,
and under this idea Guru
Ghasidas University has
started Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh scheme to
make youth power, the stu-
dents, self-reliant, taking a
pioneering initiative. He
said that I am happy and
proud to inform that a por-
tal has also been started
for implementation of Self-
Reliant Chhattisgarh
Scheme, on which students
and companies have start-

ed registration.
Vice Chancellor Prof.

Chakrawal said that the
National Education Policy-
2020 is a roadmap for the
direct role of our acquired
and available knowledge
in academic excellence,
economic development,
and value addition. The ob-
jective of NEP-2020 is to
impart knowledge to stu-
dents of the ancient Indian
wisdom tradition and cul-
tural heritage along with
21st century skills and in-
novation, solving complex
problems, enhancing cre-
ativity and digital literacy.

Prof. Chakrawal said
that Guru Ghasidas
University has drafted the
Ordinance, Regulations
and MoU to provide its
benefits to the students by
creating academic bank of
credit at PG level from the
academic session 2022-23
in the continuation of the
policy of implementation
of National Education
Policy 2020. Academic
Bank of Credits aims to
encourage a student-cen-
tric, learner-friendly ap-
proach in higher educa-
tion across the country to
promote more interdisci-
plinary and multidiscipli-
nary studies with multiple
entry and exit options.

ABC enables the stu-
dents to choose the best
courses or the right
course group according to
their aptitude and knowl-
edge quest. It provides op-
portunity to the students
to pursue degree or spe-
cialization by choosing
the subject as per their
choice.

In this event, the heads
of various higher educa-
tional institutions had a
deep brainstorming re-
garding the implementa-
tion of the National
Education Policy 2020.

Adivasi Congress
to protest against

BJP MLA
Raipur, Jul 11:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh

A d i v a s i
Congress
led by its
D i s t r i c t
President
B h av a n i
S i n g h
M a rk a m

vented anger against BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
making indecent remarks
on minister Kawasi
Lakhma. Terming it as an
insult of tribal communi-
ty Markam threatened
that if MLA does not ten-
der his apology, Adivasi
Congress will launch se-
ries of agitation against
the MLA.

He added, when BJP
was in power for 15 years,
Congress party had never
insulted any tribal leader
and at any cost
Chandrakar needs to
apologize for his remarks.

SDS holds state level consultation 

Raipur, Jul 11: Day long
consultation on ‘Role of
Civil Society in develop-
ment of Bastar’ was organ-
ised by Shivi Development
Society (SDS), New Delhi
and it’s local partner or-
ganisations at Hotel
Aditya near Jai Stambh
Chowk Raipur.
Consultation was divided
into four sessions.
Inaugural session consist-
ed Ex MLA Amit Jogi,
Catholic father Alexander
Ekka from Xavier institute
of social action, Shahar
Quazi Moulana
Mohammad Ali Farooqi
and transgender activist
Ms. Vidya Rajput.

During the this session
Fr. Alexander Ekka em-
phasized on women’s de-

velopment for develop-
ment of Bastar; whereas
Ms. Vidya Rajput told the
participants about hard-
ships faced by third/trans-
gender community.
Moulana Farooqi elaborat-
ed significance of women
in Islam. Ex MLA Amit
Jogi counted down seven
issues and accepted failure
of political parties in re-
solving these. To him only
civil society was capable of
handling these issues.

Second session com-
prised of Dr. Naveen
Shrivastava (Consumer

Rights Organization),
Anchor Ambika Mishra
and Jitendra Sharma
(Journalist). Srinivasa
stressed on consumer
awareness; whereas
Jitendra Sharma was sad-
dened to note transforma-
tion of Bastar from peace-
ful to disturbed Bastar. Ms.
Ambika Mishra laid em-
phasis on “self-aware-
ness”. Kaiser urged partic-
ipants to focus on “commu-
nal harmony”.

Prakash Gardia
(OXFAM) stressed the need
to measure indicators of

development in Bastar: i
Dipankar (CASA) famil-
iarised participants with
the activities of CASA.
Addl. S.P. Ms. Chanchal
Tiwari ennunciated seven
point formula for NGOs
where as Assistant Jailer
Rajesh Kumar told about
“prisoner’s rights”

Valedictory session was
chaired by Deputy
Secretary of State Human
Rights Commission
Shyam Sahu and among
the members were Pradip
Tiwari (Joutnalist), DSP
Avinash Mishra and Mrs
Jyoti Sharma (Counsellor
and lecturer of Gender
Equality). Sahu elaborated
about advent and need of
Human Rights
Commission. Avinash
Mishra stressed need of
trust, security and devel-
opment in context of
Bastar. Tiwari assured of
full cooperation to SDS;
whereas Jyoti Sharma

spoke about impact and
implications of coun-
selling. Member of
Legislative Assembly
Satyanarayan Sharma ap-
plauded SDS team for con-
ducting this informative
consultation and their ac-
tivities. Ex. Legislator
Amit Jogi and sitting leg-
islator Sharma assured
the participants of every
cooperation.

Ms. Mohini Bhardwaj
(Program Coordinator of
SDS) introduced vision,
mission, strategies and
activities before the
house. Administrator
Hanuman Sahay thanked
all the participants for
their active support.
Social activist Rajesh
Singh Sisodia Convener
Nange Paon Satyagrah
conducted all the ses-
sions. As many as 70 par-
ticipants from different
corners of state were
present.

IIC, Amity Univ hosts ‘Innovation & Entrepreneur Exposure Visit-cum-Training prog’
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1111:: Institution’s
Innovation Council (IIC),
Amity University
Chhattisgarh, Raipur organ-
ised ‘Two – Days Innovation &
Entrepreneur Exposure Visit –
cum – Training Program during
July 7-8. The event was
attended by four IIC mentee
institutes of Amity University
from Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh. 

The four golden star IIC of
Amity Raipur was bestowed to
mentor these institutes in
addition to an institute from
Gujarat by Ministry of
Education (MoE’s) Innovation
Cell (MIC) for the year 2021-
22. The pan-India participants
visited 36 INC and acquainted
with the approaches towards
innovation, prototypes, prod-
uct launches and building a
successful business venture
which is a unique initiative

taken up by the Government of
Chhattisgarh. 

Sweekar Pawar from 36INC,
Dr. Jawahar Surisetti, Dr. Amit
Dubey from CGCOST and
Harshdeep Gumber from
ACCULEGAL were the
resource persons of the two
days event addressing themes
of pre-incubation & incubation
facility creation, innovation &
policy matters – government
dialogue, intellectual proper-
ty, Intellectual Property Right

(IPR) filing & management
and legal aspects for startups.

Prof. (Dr.) Surendra
Rahamatkar, IIC President of
Amity University Chhattisgarh
pointed out on the patent fil-
ing statistics of the world over
the years and how the initia-
tives by MIC and All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), Govt. of
India is steering India’s posi-
tion in the patent granting
arena. The event was attended

by Prof. (Dr.) Vijaykumar Singh
Dahima, Dy. Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Satyendra
Patnaik, Coordinator of IIC, G.
Raghavendra Prasad, Vice
President of IIC, Dr. Ramgopal
Kashyap, SPOC for IIC from
Amity University, Deans,
Directors, Head of Institutions,
Head of Departments and fac-
ulty members. Prof. (Dr.)
Roshan Mathew was the con-
vener of the two days exposure
visit - cum - training program.

Planantation in Shree Shankara Sr Sec School
Raipur, Jul 11: Shree
Shankara Senior
Secondary School
(SSSSS), Urkura Raipur,
organized the plantation
programme on July 10
with the help of Green
Army of Raipur.

On this auspicious oc-
casion  President of
Raipur Nair Samajam
Adv. B.Gopakumar,
General Secretary  S.K
Nair, Secretary Shailesh
Nair, Treasure C.P. Nair
the founder member of
Green Army Amitav
Dubey and Ratri Lahri,
incharge Ashish
Sharma, zone secretary

Sushma Banjari , stu-
dents, Principal Reecha
Sao and staff members
were present. The pur-
pose of the green Army

is to spread awareness
among the students and
to make them aware
about the importance of
the plant. By this Nobel

work Green Army is
spreading the message
of importance of tree in
the society and in our
life.

RRVUNL and Adani Foundation are
providing doctors and treatment

facilities to the villagers 

Raipur, Jul 11: In the cur-
rent financial year, more
than 35 regular medical
camps were organized in
mining-affected villages
by medical vehicles for the
last three months. By the
end of June, villagers of 12
villages including Salhi,
Tara, Ghatbarra,
Janardanpur, Fatehpur,
etc. are now getting treat-
ment facilities at their
homes. With the help of
mobile medical vehicles,
more than five hundred
local citizens were provid-
ed free treatment and med-
icines for various diseases
in these medical camps in
April to June. In these
health camps, treatment
and counseling are being
done by senior doctors of
the Adani Foundation. At
the same time, an ambu-
lance facility is also pro-
vided in these villages for
round-the-clock emer-
gency service.

Lack of health facilities
in rural areas is common.
Notably, Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL) has
changed this general per-

ception to a great extent.
RRVUNL under its CSR
program, in association
with Adani Foundation,
took the lead in improving
health services in the hin-
terland of Chhattisgarh.
Under this, in the last ten
years, healthcare services
like rural medical centers,
dispensaries, ambulances,
and mobile medical vehi-
cles are being provided in
the 12 villages of Udaipur
block.

It is noteworthy that at
the end of the year 2021-22,
nine such camps were or-
ganized in ten mining-af-

fected villages in which
more than 600 people bene-
fitted and this number is
expected to increase more
this year.

RRVUNL and Adani
Foundation are constantly
striving to make health-
care services accessible to
a large number of people.
Along with this, the foun-
dation has also set up a
dispensary in Shivnagar
so that the people from far-
flung villages can have
easier access to proper
healthcare services Let us
take a look at the merits of
this health facility, inau-

gurated in January this
year. The center is man-
aged by a trained medical
team consisting of experi-
enced doctors, paramed-
ical staff, and some nurs-
es. In addition to provid-
ing almost all types of
preventive and curative
health facilities, the cen-
ter also has facilities for
general check-ups, blood
pressure (blood pressure),
diabetes (blood sugar),
glucose injection (IV flu-
ids), etc.

Recently, the Chairman
and Managing Director of
RRVUNL have spoken
about opening a 100 bed-
ded fully equipped hospi-
tal which is under the
process of approval from
the district administra-
tion.

Thanks to the programs
that are already running
by RRVUNL under its so-
cial concern program, not
only the local farmers of
Surguja are benefitted,
but the children are also
getting quality education
and skill development
programs through which
the youth and the girls of
the district have got em-
ployment opportunities in
different parts of the state
and country.

Presented by Major
Raja Bahadur
Birendra Bahadur
Singh of Khairagarh 

Three-day All-India
Education conclave
on National
Education Policy
organized in
Varanasi

On ‘Role of Civil
Society in develop-
ment of Bastar’

Through medical
vans



Doctors serve with full dedication towards patients: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  JJuull  1111::  The con-
vocation ceremony of first
batch (Pioneer Batch) of
Bharat Ratna Late Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Memorial
Medical College (SABVMMC),
Rajnandgaon, was held under
the banner 'ACCOLADE-2K22)
in the chief presence of Health
Minister TS Singh Deo on July
10. In this the first Dean of
SABVMMC and ex-DME Dr RK
Singh was the special guest
and Dean of the Medical
College Dr Renuka Gahine and
CHMO Dr Mithilesh Choudhary
were specially present.

The 2014 batch of Medical
College, R'gaon completed its
internship and their convocation
was supposed to be held in 2020,
but due to corona pandemic it
could not be held and therefore
it was organised last on 10 July
2022. In this programme the par-

ents of all the doctors were also
present and it was a proud, emo-
tional and touching moment and
the serious responsibility now
being bestowed on the shoulder
of their children towards the so-
ciety. In the programme, the
Chief Guest Health Minister TS
Singh Deo addressed the gather-
ing of students online from
Amritsar and extended greet-
ings to all the doctors and their
parents for the convocation cer-
emony and hailed the valuable
contribution given by the doc-
tors during corona pandemic. In
his address he informed as to
how important the doctors are

for the society, as they render
services with full dedication for
treatment of their patients. In
this programme he hailed the
works of former DME and first
Dean of Medical College Dr RK
Singh and said that he worked
relentlessly to provide recogni-
tion to this Medical College and
worked hard for development of
the College. It is seeing this suc-
cessful work of RK Singh, he was
handed over the charge of
Ambikapur Medical College and
to which he again fulfilled as per
the expectations. On this occa-
sion he wished all the doctors all
the best in their future endeav-

ours. The programme was also
addressed by Dr RK Singh. With
no building of the college and
hospital initially at the begin-
ning, the batch of 2014 strug-
gled a lot with lack of resources
and facilities and still per-
formed well. He informed that
the first batch always has to
face the challenges of new
College and the problems there
off. It was amidst all such
things, batch of 2014 created a
favourable and positive atmos-
phere in the College and paved
way for start of good traditions.
During the address he recalled
the moment spend and the is-

sues during his term in the of-
fice and extended greetings to
all the doctors and their par-
ents. Dean Medical College Dr
Renuka Gahine in her address
informed that earlier she had
served as HoD in Pathology
Department of this College and
extended greetings for success-
ful fulfilling of responsibilities
by all the doctors of batch 2014
and wished them all the best in
their near future. Dr Mithilesh
Choudhary CMO in his address
said that he has been associat-
ed with this College since be-
ginning and hailed the works
and contribution of students of
Batch 2014 for their good works
and passing on rich tradition in
the College. It is notable here
that ex-Dean of College Dr RK
Singh also hailed the valuable
contributions of Dr Mithilesh
Choudhay for solving the prob-
lems encountered during 
his term.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 11:
Collector Chandan Kumar
visited Belapara and
Karka village of
Chandragiri village of
Darbha block on Friday.
He was accompanied by
the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of District
Panchayat, Rohit Vyas.

During this, Collector
immediately instructed
the officials to conduct
malaria-dengue test in the
entire village and to imme-
diately hospitalize the pa-
tients showing any symp-
toms and provide them
proper treatment.

He directed the
Sarpanch and Village
Secretary to spread aware-
ness about diseases among

the people and to use mos-
quito nets. He asked the
villagers to use mosquito
nets as well as to keep the
mosquitoes away by using

local products - 'Kanda
(chena)', 'Neem' leaves to
spread smoke in the hous-
es and keep mosquitoes
away.

The Collector directed
the Health Department of-
ficials to conduct malaria-
dengue test in villages as
well as spraying of insecti-

cides and pesticides
through fogging machines
and sprinkling of lime-
stone water in muddy ter-
rains.

He asked to ensure the
distribution of mosquito
nets given by the depart-
ment at the earliest. He
also directed to paste the
contact numbers of the of-
ficials of the local admin-
istration in the villages.

On this occasion
Tokapal Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Ms. Aastha
Rajput, District CEO
Subrata Pradhan, Health
Department officials were
present. It may noted that
two girls died of dengue-
malaria in Belapara and
Karka of village
Chandragiri in Darbha
block recently.

VSKP-Kirandul-VSKP
Passenger to run

from July 15
Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar/Kirandul, Jul 11:
In view of adjustment in
Train Services after
Covid19 protocols, ECoR
had provided Reserved
Trains Accommodation in
three trains towards
Rayagada, Palasa &
Kirandul from
Visakhapatnam by run-
ning Temporary Express
Trains. After reviewing
the situation, it has been
decided to run Passenger
Special Trains by replac-
ing Temporary Express
Trains.

0 8 5 0 4 / 0 8 5 0 3
V i s a k h a p a t n a m -
Rayagada-Visakhapatnam
Passenger Special will run
from Visakhapatnam w.e.f.
15th July 2022 and from
Rayagada w.e.f. 16th July

2022 onwards by replacing
1 8 5 2 8 / 1 8 5 2 7
V i s a k h a p a t n a m -
Rayagada-Visakhapatnam
Temporary Express which
is being scheduled to run
up to 14th July, 2022 from
Visakhapatnam and up to
15th July 2022 from
Rayagada. 08551/08552
Visakhapatnam-Kirandul-
Visakhapatnam Passenger
Special will run from
Visakhapatnam w.e.f. 15th
July 2022 and from
Kirandul w.e.f. 16th July
2022 onwards by replacing
1 8 5 5 1 / 1 8 5 5 2
Visakhapatnam-Kirandul-
V i s a k h a p a t n a m
Temporary Express which
is being scheduled to run
up to 14th July, 2022 from
Visakhapatnam and up to
15th July 2022 from
Kirandul.

Poor construction works 
is not acceptable: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jul 11: The im-
portance of construction
works in the district is the
highest; any type of serv-
ice can be provided only
after the structure is erect-
ed. Give priority to all the
ongoing development
work in the district, com-
plete it with quality within
the stipulated time frame.
The above were instructed
in the review meeting by
District Collector Haris. S
held on Saturday.

The Collector also took
detailed information on
each work of all the de-
partments executing the
construction works,
District Construction
Committee, Rural
Engineering Service,
Public Works Department,

Bridge Construction, and
Prime Minister's Rural
Road Scheme and dis-
cussed with the concerned
Executive Engineer,
Engineer, Assistant
Engineer, and Sub-
Divisional Officer.

He expressed deep con-
cern over the slow pace of
construction works and
unnecessary delay in the
sanctioned works in the
last years and directed to
expedite the work. He re-
viewed the progress of

PDS, Anganwadi, commu-
nity and sub-health cen-
ters, residential buildings,
schools, ashrams and
other buildings in the dis-
trict, including road con-
struction, bridge culverts,
physical progress and dis-

cussed the problems being
faced in the construction
work.

He also expressed dis-
pleasure over the unsatis-
factory progress of the
construction works being
carried out by the Rural
Engineering Service.
Along with this, all the of-
ficers were instructed to
take strict action against
the contractors who were
slow in the construction
works. Officials from
Public Works Department,
Rural Engineering
Services Department,
Bridge Construction,
PMGSAY, Executive
Engineer of District
Construction Committee,
Sub-Divisional Officer,
Assistant Engineer and
Sub Engineer were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Assistant Commissioner
inspects ashrams

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 11:
Guidelines have been
given to the district offi-
cials by conducting contin-
uous inspection in educa-
tional institutions to ob-
serve the attendance of
teachers and students. In
this sequence, Sukma dis-
trict's Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Welfare Department
Ganesh Sori is continu-
ously inspecting the
ashrams of the district.
Along with observing the
attendance of the stu-
dents, he is encouraging
the children to study. He
also provided necessary

measures to prevent wa-
terborne diseases and
health and hygiene related
information.

Sori gave necessary in-
formation on education,
health and cleanliness to
the students studying in
Balak Ashram Jhapra,
Balak Ashram Mulaguda,
Kanya Ashram Kotra,
Eklavya Vidyalaya Konta.
He guided the students by
giving career-related in-
formation to the students

in Eklavya Girls and Boys
Sukma, Girls Education
Complex Sukma, Girls
Hostel Jhapra, Girls
Hostel No.-1 and Girls
Hostel No.-2. He inspected
Kanya Ashram Birla,
Kanya Ashram
Jagargunda (Polampally),
Balak Ashram Silger,
Ursangal (Polampally)
and gave necessary in-
structions to the students
and teachers regarding
studies.
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p Necessary information
related to education
and cleanliness given
to children 

Director Sainik Welfare
meets ex-servicemen

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 11: Director
Sainik Kalyan
Chhattisgarh Brigadier
Vivek Sharma met ex-ser-
vicemen at Sainik Kalyan
Complex in Bilaspur here
on Saturday and during
the meeting, he inquired
about the work done for
the welfare of Sainiks and
the progress of develop-
ment works done in the
campus. Brigadier also
tasted the Chhattisgarhi
cuisine of the local
Gadhkaleva.

Brigadier Vivek Sharma
inquired about the con-
struction of ECH
Polyclinic and the detailed
information about its site
plan was given by Subedar
Uttara Kumar Khande. He
inquired about various
problems from the staff in
Sainik Kalyan Complex
and instructed them to im-

mediately mark the place
for the store and also en-
couraged all the people to
work in team spirit.

During this, Raipur
District Sainik Welfare
Officer Captain Anurag

Tiwari of the Indian Navy,
Subedar Major Shivendra
Narayan Pandey Ajit
Sahab, Colonel Ashish
Pandey and other officers
and employees were pres-
ent with him.

Message of water conservation 
being given in Gram Sabhas

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jul 11: Nari
Shakti Cluster
Organization Beldar
Seoni's unique initiative, of
propogating water conser-
vation by the Jal Jeevan
Mission team, through the
Gram Sabha, in village
Manth, Matiyadih,
Farhada, Sirri of develop-
ment block Tilda is worth
talking. For the propaga-
tion of water conservation
agents have been included.

In the villages where
95% tap connections have
been made, the work of the
sanitation committee is to
make people aware
through the gram sabha,
the responsibility of main-
taining and operating
water sources in the com-
ing times. And the team
goes village to village, or-
ganizing cultural pro-
grams, street plays,

Rangoli painting, and
every person is being given
information about the pur-
pose of Jal Jeevan Mission,
water conservation, water,
save water, kitchen garden,
soaking pit etc. To
recharge the level, the level
can be increased by means
of soaking pit, storing rain
water, deepening of ponds,
water harvesting etc is also
propagated. Selected Jal
Bahini and Didi's have
been also formed in the vil-
lage, who are being trained

for testing the purity and
quality of water. A social
and resource map is being
also prepared and aware-
ness is being made for the
maintenance and cleanli-
ness of water sources.
Kalendri Verma, coordina-
tor Madhuri, Jhamin and
community worker
Bhuneshwari, Radhika,
Ganeshia, team leaders of
Jal Jeevan Mission team,
Anju, Dhaneshwari,
Priyanka are all playing a
pivotal role in the mission.

‘Delay in disposal of applications 
will attract fine of Rs 500 per day’

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jul 11: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha has
given important instruc-
tions to expedite the dis-
posal of revenue cases in
the review meeting of the
Revenue Department in
the Collectorate's meeting
room. He directed to run a
campaign for speedy dis-
posal of pending demarca-
tion cases.

The Collector made a
team of patwaris and di-
rected them to clear the
pending demarcation
cases within a week.
Collector Shri Jha has also
directed to impose fine for
delay in the applications
received for getting in-
come, caste, residence cer-

tificate etc. received
through public service
centers. Instructions have
been given to impose a fine
of Rs 500 per day on the
concerned revenue offi-
cers after the prescribed
time limit for disposal of

applications received
through CSC.

Collector Mr. Jha dis-
cussed disputed undisput-
ed conversions, pending e-
court cases, account divi-
sion, tree felling cases,
map updation, map match-
ing, records accuracy, ABC
6-4 cases, orange area sur-
vey, ownership plan, in the
review meeting of the
Revenue Department and
also did a detailed review
of Rajiv Gandhi Rural
Landless Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana etc.

During this, Additional
Collector Mr. Vijender
Patle, Joint Collector Mr.
Avadh Singh Rana, all the
sub-divisional officers and
other departmental offi-
cers were present.

Sanjeev Jha

Collector issues instructions to avoid Dengue, Malaria
Pays visit to Belapara and Karka of Darbha area

Collector conducts inspection of school
Collector Chandan Kumar conducted a sur-

prise inspection to the Primary School, Permaras
during the inspection tour of Darbha Block area.
CEO District Panchayat, Rohit Vyas was present
on this occasion. The collector took information
from the headmaster about the attedance and
presence of children, the number of children en-
rolled and strength of the teachers. Instructions
were given to take attendance of children daily in
the school and mark them as present or absent,
as the case may be. After observing the mid-day
meal, the collector instructed to include local veg-
etables in the menu and give adequate food to the
children. The Collector also inspected drinking
water and toilets. Instructions were given to pro-
vide running water facility in the toilets.

Convocation of first batch of 2014 of SABVMMC ‘ACCOLADE-2K22’ held

TEMPLES SUBMERGE

Temples submerged in floodwater after a rise in the water level of the Godavari river following the release of water
from the Gangapur Dam and monsoon rains in Nashik, Monday.

RLD chief asks party MLAs to
spend 35% of development

funds on Dalit welfare
Lucknow, Jul 11 (PTI) 

RLD Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) president Jayant
Chaudhary Monday di-
rected all party MLAs to
spend 35 per cent of their
local area development
fund on the welfare of
Dalits.

Party spokesperson
Anil Dubey said
Chaudhary has written to
RLD’s Legislature Party
leader Rajpal Balyan to en-
sure the implementation
of the direction.

“All RLD workers have
unwavering faith in social
justice and we believe that
until the benefits of more
and more government
schemes reach the weaker
section, major social re-
forms and positive
changes are not possible,”

Chaudhary said in his let-
ter.

“For this purpose, 35 per
cent of local area develop-
ment fund of our party
MLAs should be spent on
the welfare of Dalits,” he
said.

Chaudhary also in-
structed party MLAs to
raise the issues of Dalits
and backward classes in
the their assembly.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had in the last
assembly session in-
creased the MLA’s Local
Area Development Fund
amount to Rs 5 crore from
Rs 3 crore.

The RLD, which had
contested the assembly
elections in alliance with
the Samajwadi Party, has
eight MLAs in the house of
403.
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Overseas jobs 
Coimbatore: About
50 people on Monday
sought action on a
construction compa-
ny, said to be based in
Singapore, for al-
legedy cheating them
of crores of rupees by
promising them jobs
in that country, ac-
cording to police here.
The victims claimed
nearly 100 people
across Tamil Nadu
were cheated by the
company’s branch
here for collecting
over Rs 3 crore to get
the employment, the
pollce said. Since
there was no response
from the company
after having received
the money, 50 of the
victims lodged a com-
plaint and submitted
a petition to the
Superintendent of
Police seeking legal
action on the firm.

Smugglers held
Chandigarh: The
Punjab police on
Monday said it has ar-
rested 676 drug smug-
glers and also recov-
ered narcotics, includ-
ing 5.57 kg heroin, in
the past one week dur-
ing the anti-drug
drives. Police said they
have also registered 559
FIRs under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act
across the state. An of-
ficial spokesperson of
the Punjab Police said
that with Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann giving police a
free hand to wage a
war against drugs, ex-
tensive anti-drug
drives are being
launched to combat the
drug menace from the
border state of Punjab.

TMC-BJP spat 
Kolkata: The contro-
versy over Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua
Moitra’s remarks on
Goddess Kali refused to
die down even after a
week, as the party on
Monday urged BJP to
stop politicising the
issue and refrain from
mixing religion with
politics. The BJP won-
dered why no discipli-
nary action was taken
against Moitra for her
comment made on July
5. The altercation be-
tween the two parties
began afresh after the
BJP’s IT chief Amit
Malviya said Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi speaks reveren-
tially about the god-
dess, while a TMC MP
insults her” and TMC
supremo Mamata
Banerjee, instead of
acting against her, de-
fends her obnoxious
portrayal of Maa Kali.

HC trial 
Bengaluru: The
High Court of
Karnataka on
Monday stayed pro-
ceedings against for-
mer Union Minister
and six-time Member
of Parliament V
Srinivasa Prasad in a
case wherein he al-
legedly violated the
election code of con-
duct in 2017. He al-
legedly openly hand-
ed out Rs 100 to a resi-
dent of
Devasarahalli.

Ahmedabad, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The Gujarat High Court on
Monday issued a notice to the
state government on a peti-
tion challenging a resolution
introducing the Bhagavad
Gita in schools as a prayer
program and verse recitation
among other activities.

The high court, however,
declined to stay the resolu-
tion and sought the state gov-
ernment’s reply by August
18.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Aravind Kumar and
Justice Ashutosh Shastri is-
sued the notice on a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed
by Jamiat Ulama-E-Hind
(JUEH) challenging the edu-
cation department’s resolu-
tion on introducing the
Bhagavad Gita in schools as
prayers and through activi-
ties like recitation of shlokas

etc from this educational
year.

The JUEH challenged the
resolution on the grounds of
Constitutional validity and
claimed it was in contraven-
tion of the National
Education Policy (NEP). The
bench also directed the peti-
tioner’s counsel to serve a
copy of the PIL on the
Assistant Solicitor General
as the Central government
has also been made a respon-
dent. The Gujarat education
minister announced the
move to introduce the Gita in
schools in Gujarat in March
this year. Appearing for
JUEH, lawyer Mihir Joshi
said values and principles of
Indian culture and the sys-
tem of knowledge can cer-
tainly be prescribed in the
school curriculum, but “the
question is whether it should
be done by giving primacy to

the values and principles of
the holy book of only one re-
ligion.”

The issue is whether one
holy book can be prescribed
in this manner, he argued.

“Indian culture comprises
a vast array of what it com-
prises. The submission be-
fore the court is that there is
no question of giving prima-
cy to the religious book of
one religion for stating that
the values and principles as
prescribed in that book alone
shall be taught,” Joshi said.
He argued that the principles
underlying the NEP to guide
both the educational system
at large and individual insti-
tutions are “ethics, human
and constitutional values
and pluralism, respect for di-
versity, pride in India’s rich
and diverse ancient and mod-
ern culture and knowledge
systems and traditions”.

HC issues notice to govt 
on  introducing Bhagavad 

Gita in schools

Patna, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The Rashtriya Janata
Dal-led opposition parties
of Bihar, including its es-
tranged ally Congress and
the Left on Monday reaf-
firmed their support for
former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha for the
upcoming presidential
polls. Making an an-
nouncement to the effect
here, leader of the opposi-
tion in the state assembly,
Tejashwi Yadav, said that
things could have been
different had the BJP-led
NDA come up with the
name of former
Jharkhand Governor
Draupadi Murmu earlier
than it did.

“It must be kept in
mind that the opposition
parties had held delibera-
tions and come to an
agreement on Sinha

much before the ruling
BJP-led coalition revealed
its cards,” Yadav, an RJD
leader, said.

He was talking to re-

porters after chairing a
meeting where delegates
of the RJD, CPI-ML, CPI,
CPI(M) and the Congress
jointly declared support
for Sinha for the polls
scheduled on July 18.

Last week, the BJP had
appealed to Yadav and his
allies to support Murmu
who would become the
first tribal woman
President of the country,
if elected.

When his attention was
drawn to the plea, Yadav
said, “Things could have
been different had the
BJP not waited till the
eleventh hour to an-
nounce its candidate. We
cannot backtrack at this
stage”.

Opposition in Bihar to support
Yashwant Sinha in Prez polls

Chennai, Jul 11 (PTI) 

AIADMK leader K
Palaniswami was on
Monday elected as the
party’s interim General
Secretary and vested with
full powers to helm the or-
ganisation, while rival
leader O Panneerselvam
(OPS) was squeezed out
along with his key sup-
porters.

The 68 year-old
Palaniswami launched a
blazing attack on OPS,
calling him ‘selfish’ and al-
leged that the former
party Coordinator orches-
trated the attack on the
AIADMK headquarters
here in collusion with the
ruling DMK.

The DMK dismissed the
charges, saying it had
nothing to with the affairs
of the opposition party.

In its Executive

Committee and General
Council meeting held
here, the AIADMK en-
dorsed scrapping the erst-
while top two positions of
Coordinator and Joint
Coordinator held by OPS
and Palaniswami (EPS),

respectively.
The party has also for-

mally resolved to hold or-
ganisational polls in 4
months to elect General
Secretary. It has amended
several bylaws, which in-
cludes fresh norms and
prerequisites to fight for
the top party position of
General Secretary.

In total, 16 resolutions
were adopted.
Panneerselvam was re-
placed by senior leader
Dindigul C Sreenivasan as
treasurer.

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,
Jayalalithaa helmed the
party for decades as its
powerful general secre-
tary while her close aide,
VK Sasikala, was made in-
terim general secretary
for a brief period follow-
ing the former’s death in
December 2016. Sasikala,
who was later convicted

and sentenced in a dispro-
portionate assets case, was
subsequently sacked from
the post in 2017 by a then
AIADMK GC.

In his speech at the
party meet, Palaniswami
said the unitary leader-
ship was in response to the
will of the party workers
and people even as “we
were pushed to protect”
AIADMK with such a step.

He claimed senior lead-
ers met OPS many times
during the early stages of
the issue and he was told
“any one could come to the
top post and the unitary
leadership is required.”

“That is the desire of
people, workers and (they)
asked his consent. I know
how much we suffered due
to dual leadership.. only if
we work in lines with peo-
ple’s desire can we return
to power.

Palaniswami elected AIADMK interim GS

AIADMK leader Edappady K
Palaniswami (EPS) during
the partys general council
meeting, in Chennai,
Monday.

Hyderabad, Jul 11: 

NMDC and Hyderabad
Runners Society along with
IDFC First Bank and
Government of Telangana
launched the logo and un-
veiled the race t-shirt of the
2022 edition of the NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon today.
The national mining major,
NMDC has taken up the
Title Sponsorship of the
Hyderabad Marathon to be
held on 27th and 28th
August this year. The Face
of NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon 2022 - Nikhat
Zareen, World Champion
Boxer virtually connected
to the event. Sumit Deb
CMD, NMDC; Naarayan TV,
CMO, IDFC FIRST Bank;
and Race Director Prashant
Morparia were present dur-
ing the launch ceremony
and ensuing Press Meet.

The NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon 2022 that will run

through the heart of the
city anticipates 15,000 run-
ners, health and fitness en-
thusiasts taking part and
will engage 3500 volunteers,
250 medical personnel, city

officials and the police
force. Marking the begin-
ning of marathon season in
India, a curtain raiser - 5K
Fun Run will be held on
Saturday August 27th and

the 10K, Half Marathon
(21.095 km) and Full
Marathon (42.195 km) will
take place on August 28th
2022, the Marathon Sunday.

Connecting to the event
via Video Conference,
Nikhat Zareen said “I am
happy to be associated with
the 11th Edition of NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon sup-
ported by Hyderabad
Runners. I am glad that
Hyderabad Runners has
been actively involved in
helping people lead active
lifestyles and making run-
ning the preferred form of
fitness activity.”

“We are happy to part-
ner with the Hyderabad
Marathon,” said Sumit
Deb CMD, NMDC at the
launch event. “NMDC is a
patron of the Government
of India’s Fit India India
Movement. We always
come forward to endorse
sporting events and to

boost health and fitness in
the people of our country.
Partnering with the
Hyderabad Runners, who
have spent a decade build-
ing the Hyderabad
Marathon and inspiring
the city to run for fitness,
is our honor. I invite run-
ners from across the globe
to participate in the
NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon and make the
2022 edition a remarkable
one.” Naarayan TV, CMO,
IDFC FIRST Bank, said,
“As Powered by, the NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon is an
opportunity for us to con-
nect with people in this
amazing and vibrant city
of Hyderabad. The associ-
ation also aligns with our
philosophy of creating so-
cial good. We are happy to
be part of this signature
event by Hyderabad
Runners that celebrates
health, fitness and sport.”

NMDC and Hyderabad Runners launch the NMDC Hyderabad Marathon-2022

Amritsar, Jul 11 (PTI)

The Shiromai Akali
Dal leadership connived
with the Centre and
compromised on the
Punjab’s claim over
Chandigarh for vested
interests, alleged Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Monday after
he was accused of dilut-
ing the state’s stance
over the union territory.

“Everyone knows who
shifted the state govern-
ment offices from
Chandigarh to Mohali
and formed New
Chandigarh,” said the
CM reacting to his criti-
cism here.

After Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday had an-

nounced land for setting
up an additional build-
ing for the Haryana
Vidhan Sabha in
Chandigarh, Mann in a
tweet had also demand-
ed a similar allotment,
drawing sharp reaction
from political leaders of
Punjab.

Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Sunday
had accused Mann of
surrendering the state’s
right over Chandigarh,
which serves as the joint
capital of Punjab and
Haryana. At present, the
Punjab and Haryana
governments share the
Vidhan Sabha complex.

Mann alleged that
Sukhbir Badal and for-
mer chief minister

Parkash Singh Badal
connived with govern-
ments at the Centre and
asked them to explain
why they remained
tight-lipped on the claim
over Chandigarh when
they were in power.

Badals remained
mum for the sake of
their vested political in-
terests, alleged Mann,
adding that even the
Congress leadership re-
mained a mute specta-
tor. Mann said the
Akalis and the Congress
are trying to “score
brownie points” before
the media by issuing
“baseless” statements.

His government is
committed for the well-
being of every strata of
society, he claimed.

SAD leadership diluted Punjab’s
claim over Chandigarh: CM Mann

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The activists of Left-af-
filiated All India Students’
Association (AISA) staged
a demonstration outside
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) office

here on Monday against
alleged mismanagement
in the recently-held
National Eligibility Test
(NET). Technical glitches
were reported from vari-
ous centres across the
country on the first day of

the exam on Saturday.
The UGC has entrusted

the National Testing
Agency (NTA) with the
task of conducting the
UGC-NET.

“The NTA must answer
for the gross mismanage-
ment and ineptitude of the
UGC-NET exam,” one of
the activists demanded.

The protesters held up
placards that read
“National Exam or Lucky
Draw, NTA Must Answer”,
“Retake Exams for all
Subjects where Students
Observed Technical
Glitches”, and “Gross
Inaccuracies in UGC NET
Question Paper”.

“The entire process of
conducting the examina-
tion has been a complete
chaos right from the be-
ginning.

AISA stages protest outside UGC office
against ‘mismanagement’ in NET

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
offers prayers during
his visit to the birth-
place of Sree Narayana
Guru, at
Chempazhanthy in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Monday.

Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) leader Tejaswi Yadav holds a
meeting with Grand Alliance leaders, at party office in
Patna, Monday.

All India Students Association (AISA) activists shout slo-
gans during their protest against National Testing Agency
(NTA), outside University Grants Commission (UGC) office,
in New Delhi, Monday.
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AFTERMATH TEARS

Iryna Shulimova, 59, weeps at the scene in the aftermath of a Russian
rocket that hit an apartment residential block, in Chasiv Yar, Donetsk
region, eastern Ukraine.

BRIEF

Trump associates’ 
Washington: After
members of the far-
right Oath Keepers
extremist group
stormed the US
Capitol on January 6,
2021, their leader
called someone on the
phone with an urgent
message for then-
President Donald
Trump, another ex-
tremist told investiga-
tors. While gathered
in a private suite at
the Phoenix Park
Hotel, an Oath Keeper
member says he
heard their leader,
Stewart Rhodes, re-
peatedly urge the per-
son on the phone to
tell Trump to call
upon militia groups
to fight to keep the
president in power.

Mexico, US meet 
Mexico City: The US-
Mexico relationship a
straightforward
tradeoff during the
Trump adminstra-
tion, with Mexico
tamping down on mi-
gration and the US
not pressing on other
issues has become a
wide range of dis-
agreements over
trade, foreign policy,
energy and climate
change.

Kate, Bell child
Los Angeles: Actor
couple Kate Mara and
Jamie Bell are set to
welcome their second
child. Mara, 39, made
the announcement in
an Instagram post on
Sunday. “There are
three of us in this
pic,” the “House of
Cards” star captioned
a photograph of her-
self and Bell, 36, hold-
ing hands. Mara and
“The Rocketman”
actor are already par-
ents to a daughter,
who was born in 2019.
The couple has kept
her name private.

Travel disruptions
London: London’s
Heathrow Airport
apologised Monday to
passengers whose
travels were disrupt-
ed by staff shortages
and warned it may
ask airlines to cut
more flights from
their summer sched-
ules to reduce the
strain if the chaos
persists. Heathrow,
Britain’s busiest air-
port, said service lev-
els have been unac-
ceptable at times in
recent weeks, with
long lines for security,
delays helping pas-
sengers with reduced
mobility, and luggage
going missing or ar-
riving late. We want to
apologise to any pas-
sengers who have
been affected by this,
the airport said in a
monthly traffic up-
date.

Hundreds of couples
whose weddings were
cancelled or diminished
during the COVID-19
pandemic participate in
a symbolic multicultural
ceremony at Damrosch
Park.

Colombo, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The entire Sri Lankan
Cabinet will resign and
hand over their responsi-
bilities to a new all-party
interim government as
soon as it is formed, Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office
said on Monday, as the
bankrupt island nation
grappled with political
and economic crises.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe’s office
said all members of the
cabinet have agreed to
hand over their responsi-
bilities to a new all-party
government as soon as it is
formed. “All the ministers
who participated in the
discussion were of the
opinion that as soon as
there is an agreement to
form an all-party govern-
ment, they are ready to
hand over their responsi-
bilities to that govern-
ment, the Prime
Minister’s office said. This
was following a discussion
held on Monday with cabi-
net ministers, it said.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe had held
discussions with the min-
isters on Monday morn-
ing. Party sources said
that the issue of an all-

party government would
be discussed with the
Speaker of Parliament
later on Monday.

Five cabinet ministers
have already announced
their resignation.

Rajapaksa agreed to

bow to the party leaders’
request to resign following
the popular uprising on
Saturday. The president’s
whereabouts are not
known yet. Earlier,
Wickremesinghe an-
nounced that president
Rajapaksa had officially
conveyed to him the deci-
sion to resign. Later a re-
lease from the president’s
office said that the presi-
dential statements would
only come from the office
of the Speaker.

Attorney-at-law Rakitha
Rajpakshe, the spokesman
for Justice Minister
Rohitha Rajapakshe, said
the president has to accept
the ministers’ resigna-
tions in order for them to
be valid, and that the
prime minister has no au-
thority to accept ministe-
rial resignations.

Under the Sri Lankan
Constitution, if both the
president and prime min-
ister resign, the Speaker of
parliament will serve as
acting president for a max-
imum of 30 days.

The Parliament will
elect a new president with-
in 30 days from one of its
members, who will hold
the office for the remain-
ing two years of the cur-
rent term.

Sri Lankan Cabinet to resign once
all-party govt is formed: PMO

Opposition  ready to lead new govt
CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII)) Sri Lanka’s main opposition party Samagi
Jana Balavegaya (SJB) on Monday said it is ready to lead the next
government to bring stability to the bankrupt island nation as it
grapples with political and economic crises and any resistance to
the move in Parliament will be seen as a “treacherous act”. The
statement by SJB leader Sajith Premadasa came after the
announcement made by Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
office that the entire Sri Lankan Cabinet will resign and hand over
their responsibilities to a new all-party interim government as
soon as it is formed. In a video statement released on SJB’s social
media channels, Premadasa said his party is ready to lead the
country at the presidential and prime ministerial level and devel-
op the economy, the Economy Next news portal reported.

People stand holding a national flag at the President
Gotabaya Rajapaksas office on the second day after it was
stormed in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday.

Tokyo, Jul 11 (AP) 

Japan’s governing
party and its coalition
partner scored a major
victory in a parliamen-
tary election Sunday im-
bued with meaning after
the assassination of for-
mer Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe amid uncer-
tainty about how his loss
may affect party unity.

The Liberal
Democratic Party and its
junior coalition partner
Komeito raised their
combined share in the
248-seat chamber to 146
far beyond the majority
in the elections for half
of the seats in the less
powerful upper house.

With the boost, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
stands to rule without in-
terruption until a sched-
uled election in 2025.

That would allow
Kishida to work on long-
term policies such as na-
tional security, his signa-
ture but still vague “new
capitalism” economic
policy, and his party’s
long-cherished goal to
amend the U.S.-drafted
postwar pacifist constitu-
tion.

A charter change pro-
posal is now a possibility.
With the help of two op-
position parties support-
ive of a charter change,
the governing bloc now
has two-thirds majority
in the chamber needed to
propose an amendment,
making it a realistic pos-
sibility.

The governing bloc al-
ready has secured sup-
port in the other cham-
ber.

Kishida welcomed the
major win but wasn’t

smiling, given the loss of
Abe and the hard task of
unifying his party with-
out him. In media inter-
views late Sunday,
Kishida repeated: “Party
unity is more important
than anything else.”

He said responses to
COVID-19, Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and ris-
ing prices will be his pri-
orities.

He said he will also
steadily push for rein-
forcing Japan’s national
security as well a consti-
tutional amendment.

Kishida and senior
party lawmakers ob-
served a moment of si-
lence for Abe at the party
election headquarters be-
fore placing on the white-
board victory ribbons
next to the names of can-
didates who secured
their seats.

London, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The race to replace Boris
Johnson as Conservative
Party leader and the next
British prime minister
widened further on Monday
as Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss became another high-
profile contestant entering
the fray to go head-to-head
with British Indian former
minister Rishi Sunak.

Truss’ junior minister in
the Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office
(FCDO), Muzaffarabad-
born Rehman Chishti, also
entered the contest to be-
come the second Pakistani-
origin minister alongside
UK-born former Health
Secretary Sajid Javid.

It takes the total number
of candidates to 11, includ-
ing Indian-origin Attorney
General Suella Braverman,
Iraqi-origin Nadhim
Zahawi, Nigerian-origin
Kemi Bedanoch, Tory back-

bencher Tom Tugendhat,
former foreign secretary
Jeremy Hunt, Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt
and Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps.

Another senior Indian-
origin candidate consider-
ing a leadership bid is UK
Home Secretary Priti Patel,
who is expected to pitch her-
self as a committed
Brexiteer and is reportedly
looking to bring other
Brexit hardliners, like
Braverman and Badenoch,
into her camp.

It comes as the 1922
Committee of backbench
parliamentarians, in charge
of setting the rules and
timeframe for the
Conservative Party leader-
ship election, will be hold-
ing a crucial meeting later
on Monday. The rules of the
game and the deadline for a
final list of initial candi-
dates will become clearer at
the end of those discus-
sions, chaired by senior

Tory MP Sir Graham Brady.
It will be a two-stage

process, with Conservative
MPs whittling down the
field to two final candidates
through successive rounds
of voting, before the wider
Tory party membership
elect their winner. It is ex-
pected that the new party
leader and prime minister
will be known by early
September. Meanwhile,
using the tagline “Trusted
to Deliver”, 46-year-old
Truss said in her campaign
video that she wants to give
people “the opportunity to
achieve anything they
want to achieve” regard-
less of their background
and has pledged to cut
taxes from day one .
“Colleagues know I mean
what I say and only make
promises I can keep. I can
be trusted to deliver,” said
the minister with consid-
erable support within the
Tory ranks.

She now joins Sunak as

the early frontrunners of
the race and are likely to
face off on the issue of
taxes, with the 42-year-old
former Chancellor main-
taining that tax cuts would
have to wait until the eco-
nomic situation and infla-
tion stabilises.

I’m incredibly thankful
for the support I’ve received
so far from my colleagues. I
believe with your help we
can restore trust, rebuild
the economy and reunite
the country, Sunak said in
his Ready4Rishi campaign
update.

UK PM race widens with foreign
minister Liz Truss entering the fray

Japan ruling party wins big in
polls in wake of Abe’s death

Alabama, Jul 11 (AP) 

Descendants of the last
African people abducted
into slavery and brought
to America’s shores gath-
ered over the weekend on
the banks of an Alabama
river to pay tribute to
their ancestors.

The descendants of the
110 people aboard the
Clotilda, the last known
slave ship to bring en-

slaved African people to
the United States, held a
ceremony to mark the an-
niversary of the vessel’s
arrival. Dressed in white
and walking slowly to the
beat of an African drum,
the descendants made
their way to the banks of
the Mobile River near
Alabama’s coast. A
wreath of white, yellow
and red flowers was car-
ried into the river by a

kayaker and released
into the waters.

The event marked the
anniversary of the ship
arriving 162 years ago
with 110 enslaved people
brought to the country
against their will,
Darron Patterson, presi-
dent of the Clotilda
D e s c e n d a n t s
Association, said in a
telephone interview with
The Associated Press.

Clotilda descendants mark anniversary of last slave ship

Berlin, Jul 11 (AP) 

A major gas pipeline
from Russia to Germany
was shutting down for
annual maintenance on
Monday amid German
concern that Russia may
not resume the flow of
gas as scheduled.

The Nord Stream 1
pipeline, Germany’s
main source of Russian
gas, is scheduled to be
out of action until July
21 for routine work that
the operator says in-
cludes testing of me-
chanical elements and
automation systems.
The operator said the
gas flow was reduced
progressively starting at
6 a.m., German news

agency dpa reported.
German officials are

suspicious about
Russia’s intentions, par-
ticularly after Russia’s
Gazprom last month re-
duced the gas flow
through Nord Stream 1
by 60%. Gazprom cited
technical problems in-
volving a gas turbine
powering a compressor
station that partner
Siemens Energy sent to
Canada for mainte-
nance and couldn’t be
returned because of
sanctions imposed over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Canada said over the
weekend that it would
allow the part to be de-
livered to Germany, cit-

ing the very significant
hardship that the
German economy
would suffer without a
sufficient gas supply.

German politicians
have dismissed Russia’s
technical explanation
for last month’s reduc-
tion in gas flows
through Nord Stream 1,
saying the decision was
a political gambit to sow
uncertainty and push
up prices.

German Vice
Chancellor Robert
Habeck has said he sus-
pects that Russia may
cite some little technical
detail as a reason not to
resume gas deliveries
through the pipeline
after maintenance.

New York, Jul 11 (PTI): The father of an al-Qaeda operative convicted
of conspiring to bomb the New York subway in 2009 has been deported
from the US to Afghanistan by authorities here. Mohammed Wali Zazi,
66, was convicted of visa fraud, obstruction of justice and conspiracy to
obstruct justice in February 2012. The US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s (ICE) Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO)
Denver Field Office removed Zazi from the country on June 13 to
Afghanistan via commercial air flights, a statement issued by the agency
said Friday. Zazi’s son, Najibullah Zazi, is a member of al-Qaeda and was
convicted of conspiring to bomb the New York subway in 2009. Zazi had
entered the US in August 1990 and became a naturalised citizen in
October 2007.

After a US district judge for the eastern district of New York
had convicted him in February 2012, he was sentenced to 54
months in federal prison. Zazi’s naturalisation was revoked in
November 2018 by the US magistrate judge in the United States
District Court for the district of Colorado, and his Certificate of
Naturalisation was cancelled.

Gas pipeline shutdown
starts amid German 
suspicion of Russia

Macao streets 
Beijing: Streets in the gambling center
of Macao were empty Monday after casi-
nos and most other businesses were or-
dered to close while the Chinese territo-
ry near Hong Kong fights a coronavirus
outbreak. Residents were told to stay in-
doors unless they were buying food or
other necessities. Authorities warned
anyone violating the rules would be pun-
ished. Casinos were ordered over the
weekend to close for at least a week as
the number of coronavirus cases in the
territory of 700,000 people rose. On
Monday, the government reported 59
new cases, bringing the total in the latest
outbreak to 1,526.

Father of al-Qaeda operative convicted of conspiring
to bomb NY subway in 2009 deported to Afghanistan

W hile manufacturers
have successfully in-

creased the water-repelling
nature of smartphones, they
are still far from waterproof .
A water-resistant product can
usually resist water penetra-
tion to some extent, but a wa-
terproof product is (meant to
be) totally impervious to
water.

Last week, Samsung
Australia was fined A 14 mil-
lion by the Australian
Federal Court over false rep-
resentations in ads of the
water resistance of its Galaxy
phones. The tech giant admit-
ted that submerging Galaxy
phones in pool or sea water
could corrode the charging
ports and stop the phones
from working, if charged
while still wet.

Similarly, in 2020, Apple
was fined 10 million (about A
15.3 million) in Italy for mis-
leading claims about the
water resistance of iPhones.

It's very common for
phones to become damaged
as a result of being dropped
in water. In a 2018 survey in
the US, 39% of respondents

said they'd dropped their
phones in water. Other sur-
veys have had similar results.

So why is it in 2022 a time
where technological marvels
surround us we still don't
have waterproof phones?

Waterproof vs 
water-resistant

There's a rating system
used to measure devices' re-
sistance against solids (such
as dust) and liquids (namely
water). It's called the Ingress
Protection (IP) rating.

An IP rating will have two
numbers. In a rating of IP68,
the 6 refers to protection
against solids on a scale of 0
(no protection) to 6 (high pro-
tection), and 8 refers to pro-
tection against water on a
scale of 0 (no protection) to 9
(high protection).

Interestingly, the bench-
mark for the water-resistance
rating varies between manu-
facturers. For example,
Samsung's IP68-certified
phones are water-resistant to
a maximum depth of 1.5m in
freshwater for up to 30 min-
utes, and the company cau-
tions against beach or pool
use. Some of Apple's iPhones
with an IP68 rating can be
used at a maximum depth of
6m for up to 30 minutes.

Yet both Samsung and
Apple are unlikely to consid-
er repairing your water-dam-
aged phone under their war-
ranties. Moreover, IP rating
testing is done under con-
trolled laboratory conditions.
In real-life scenarios such as
boating, swimming or
snorkelling, factors including

speed, movement, water pres-
sure and alkalinity all vary.
So, gauging a phone's level of
water resistance becomes
complicated.

How are phones 
made water-resistant?

Making a phone water-re-
sistant requires several com-
ponents and techniques.
Typically, the first point of
protection is to form a physi-
cal barrier around all ingress
(entry) points where dust or
water could enter. These in-
clude the buttons and switch-
es, speakers and microphone
outlets, the camera, flash,
screen, phone enclosure, USB
port and SIM card tray.

These points are covered
and sealed using glue, adhe-
sive strips and tapes, silicone
seals, rubber rings, gaskets,
plastic and metal meshes and
water-resistant membranes.
After this, a layer of ultra-
thin polymer nanocoating is
applied to the phone's circuit
board to help repel water.

Nevertheless, a phone's
water resistance will still de-
crease with time as compo-
nents age and deteriorate.
Apple admits water- and dust-
resistance are not permanent
features of its phones.
Cameras are not entirely im-
pervious to water, but some
can tolerate submersion a lot
better than smartphones.
Often that's because they're
relatively simpler devices.

A smartphone has much
more functionality, which
means internal components
are more sensitive, fragile,
and must be built into a

smaller casing. All of these
factors make it doubly diffi-
cult to afford phones a simi-
lar level of water resistance.

Adding water resistance to
phones also increases their
price for consumers (by 20%
to 30%, according to Xiaomi's
co-founder). This is a major
consideration for manufac-
turers especially since even a
small crack can render any
waterproofing void.

Keeping devices dry
Apart from nanocoating on

the internal circuit boards,
applying water-repellent coat-
ing to the exterior of a phone
could boost protection. Some
companies are working on
this technology for manufac-
turers.

Future phones might also
have circuitry that's fabricat-
ed directly onto (waterproof)
silicone material using laser
writing techniques, and fur-
ther coated with water-repel-
lant technologies.

For now, however, there's
no such thing as a waterproof
phone. If your phone does
find itself at the bottom of a
pool or toilet and isn't turning
on, make sure you take the
best steps to ensure it dries
out properly (and isn't further
damaged). You can also buy a
waterproof case or dry pouch
if you want to completely wa-
terproof your phone for
water activities.

Writer is Associate
Professor - Information

and Communications
Technology, CQUniversity
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Shinzo Abe 
India shared a deep rela-

tionship with Japan,
much of which must be
credited to the personal
bonding between Mr
Shinzo Abe and Mr
Narendra Modi. The pic-
ture-perfect frame of
'Modi-Abe Ganga-aarti' in
Varanasi in December
2015 bore testimony to the
ties between the two na-
tions. Under Abe Japan
became a vital investor in
India and a major strate-
gic ally. His knowledge
and experience in interna-
tional politics and strate-
gic thinking were unpar-
alleled in the Liberal
Democratic Party. Abe
will be remembered for
boosting defence spending
and pushing through the
most dramatic shift in
Japanese military policy
in 70 years. Abe, who had
a deep passion and love for
his country and its people,
once said: "Like the flow-
ers of the plum tree
blooming proudly in
spring after the cold win-
ter, I wish the people of
Japan to bloom like indi-
vidual flowers in the fu-
ture."

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via mail

Bakri Eid: An 
auspicious festival 
Bakri Eid is an auspi-

cious festival for Muslims.
It is also called Bakri Eid,
Eid Qurban, Eid-al-Adha
or Qurban Bayarami.
Muslims celebrate Bakri
Eid by making a sacrifice
of cattle. It can be a goat, a
sheep, a camel or a buffa-
lo, depending on what a
person can afford. This re-
ligious holiday serves as a
reminder that Judaism,
Christianity and Islam
share a common religious
forefather in the figure of
the prophet Abraham.
Traditionally on this day,
a Muslim family sacrifices
an animal, half of which
goes to the poor, and half
to one's neighbour. Thus,
Muslims are also required
to remember and help the
less fortunate as a part of
the celebrations.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Flight safety
It is appalling that

SpiceJet had failed to take
appropriate corrective ac-
tions despite several
warnings about deficien-
cies in its operations. It
also reveals the lack of
penal action by the regula-
tor, the DGCA. It would be
appropriate if the airline
curtails operations for a
while so that all inadequa-
cies are addressed. With
so many mid-air inci-
dents, confidence in air
travel is bound to be dent-
ed. The regulator needs to
be more alert.

SS Paul, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

R estrictions on outbound shipments of wheat
flouror  atta, maida  and  semolina  imposed  by

the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) show
the government's commitment at containing price rise
after  it  banned  wheat  exports  in  May. Exporters of
these commodities would now need approval of the
inter-ministerial committee on export of wheat for the
shipments from July 12. Export policy of wheat flour
(atta) remains free, but export shall be subject to recom-
mendation of inter-ministerial committee on export of
wheat. The new approval framework will be applicable
for wheat flour   (atta), maida, semolina   (rava/sirgi),
wholemeal atta and resultant atta. According to a DGFT
notification, the necessary modalities with regard to
quality of wheat flour will be notified separately. The
provisions under the Foreign Trade Policy regarding
transitional arrangement would not be applicable
under this notification. In 2021-22, India exported wheat
flour worth USD 246.57 million. In May, India banned
wheat exports in a bid to check high prices amid con-
cerns of wheat output being hit by a scorching heat
wave. Ever since India curbed its wheat exports in mid-
May, it has been bracketed with the countries deemed
responsible for triggering the global food crisis by exac-
erbating the supply crunch and pricespiral. Pressure is
mounting for revoking the ban, otwithstanding New
Delhi’s clarification that it was meant chiefly to
strengthen domestic food security and keep prices
under check. India’s plea that it was carrying out all of
its pre-ban export commitments and was willing to help
out the genuinely needy countries is also not being duly
appreciated.

The main trigger for the current food distress, quite
obviously, was the disruption in supplies from Russia
and Ukraine, which together account for close to one-
fourth of the total food supplies in the world  market.
Hoarding  of grains  by  many countries and protec-
tionist policies adopted by some regular food exporters
have worsened the crisis. Besides, the unsound norms
laid down by the World  Trade  Organisation  (WTO)
under  the agreement on agriculture, which restrain fi-
nancial support for grain procurement and exports
from public stockholdings, also constitute a significant
factor that is not being given due weight. The gravity of
the current food crisis, no doubt, cannot be underesti-
mated. According to the World Food Programme, the
number of severely food-insecure people has more than
doubled to 276 million in the past two years and, more
worryingly, the situation is likely to endure in 2023.
India is continuing to export rice without any restric-
tions and wheat on a selective basis despite having a
large population of its own to feed. Its rice exports last
year touched a record 21 million tonnes. In the case of
wheat, though the country is the world’s second largest
producer, its share in the global trade is normally very
little — just around 1per cent. Only last year - for the
first time - it exported about 7 million tonnes of wheat,
about half of which went to Bangladesh. Even after im-
posing the ban on exports, New Delhi has cleared ship-
ments of around 1.6 million tonnes of this staple cereal
to meet prior commitments and also to supply it to the
needy nations on humanitarian grounds.

Now curbs on atta, maida
after wheat export ban
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Vehicles move slowly during a traffic jam at ITO in New Delhi, Monday. July 11 marks the World Population Day,
which seeks to focus attention on the urgency and importance of population issues.

It’s 2022. Why do we still not 
have waterproof phones?

WORLD POPULATION DAY

RITESH CHUGH

T he impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on the global

tourism industry left not only
tourism companies but also the
tourism-driven economy in dire
straits. Shutdowns  and  travel  re-
strictions  led  to  the disappearance
of  international travel. For example,
China opened international flights
after nearly two years on July 5, with
India still not on the list of countries
allowed   to   operate   flights   to   the
neighbouring country. According to
the World Economic Forum data, the
aviation, travel, and tourism sector
lost $4.5 trillion and 63 million jobs
in 2020. It had a tremendous impact
on the well-being and living stan-
dards of communities across the
globe. It also forced people to reflect
on the impact their travel and
tourism choices make on climate
and the environment.  According to
The World Economic Forum's Travel
& Tourism Development Index 2021
an inclusive, sustainable, and re-
silient travel and tourism sector will
be the driving force for global con-
nectivity, peace, and progress in the
coming years. Among the top global
trends in the travel and tourism sec-
tor, safety and wellness, multi-pur-
pose travel, and vacation for friends

and relatives are going to dominate
in the short term, suggest interna-
tional experts on travel and tourism.
As the pandemic-related travel re-
strictions have been eased after
nearly two years, meeting friends
and relatives, and making use of a
trip for more than a single purpose
take priority. It also means the dura-
tion of  travel and the length of  stay
are expected to be longer.  The con-
cern among travellers about sustain-
ability is at an all-time high  and  the
younger  generation  seems  to  be
concerned about the likely impact of
their choices on the environment
and communities. In light of  these
concerns, tourists seem to be ready
to spend more per trip. However,
the concern that travel restrictions

can hange at short notice, late book-
ings are common and it’s putting
pressure on the industry in terms of
planning and anticipating demand
fluctuations. One of  the most signif-
icant trends that have emerged from
the pandemic is that people are now
more concerned about communities
and yearn for authentic local experi-
ences. It will give a boost to commu-
nity based tourism, which in turn
will engage, empower, and benefit
the communities. It also makes a
case for involving communities in
the planning and management of
tourism activities, in contrast to
mere partnerships with the public
and private sectors.

On August 2-4, 2022, PATA
(Pacific Asia TravelAssociation) will

host Destination Marketing
Forum2022 in Thailand where com-
munity-based tourism,with a special
focus on authenticity in culture, is
the main theme. It seeks to bring the
community and its undiluted cultur-
al heritage to the centre of  the trav-
el experiences.  Such tourism con-
cepts benefit everyone.The tourists
benefit from new and unique experi-
ences, living with the communities
away from over crowded commer-
cial tourist destinations. Besides re-
inforcing the cultural heritage, it lets
the communities gain financial in-
clusion. Another noteworthy tourism
trend that’s emerging is creative
tourism which can be pivoted to
hobbies and learning activities such
as swimming, dance, and cooking.
An interesting trend in the post-
Covid-19 travel and tourism space is
people booking  their  trips  online.
Although  virtual experiences are
fun they don’t make for visiting a
destination. Given this, communities
need education and upskilling to
leverage digital advantages. 

The post-covid-19 labour short-
age in the travel and tourism indus-
try is more pronounced in Europe
and North America. However, its
knock-on effect is seen widely in

Asia. A cancelled flight in Europe
due to limited staff, for example, af-
fects the Asia Pacific, too, where
people are keen on returning to their
jobs. A lot needs to be done to com-
bat labour shortage in this sector
and it may range from new hiring to
training to fill the gap left behind by
workers who left the sector during
the pandemic.

A key lesson from the pandemic is
that the domestic tourism industry
is more resilient and can come back
to life more quickly than internation-
al tourism. The number of  domestic
travellers is far higher than interna-
tional travellers. For example, in
Germany, domestic tourists account
for 80% of tourism revenue. In this
light, domestic tourism needs to be
revived and given a thrust for the
travel and tourism sector to gain its
lost ground. Environment and sus-
tainability in the travel and tourism
industry are going to dominate the
future discourse. Transportation is a
key contributor to energy and envi-
ronmental impacts in the tourism
sector. The airline industry is al-
ready witnessing demands to re-
duce emissions and technological
developments in this space will be
watched out with keen interest. 

Global tourism industry recovering after pandemic

F riday's cloudburst which left 16 to 18 persons dead
near the Amarnath shrine in Kashmir is yet an-

other example of increasing fury of nature. Thanks to
indiscriminate destruction of nature – forests in partic-
ular – the number of such calamities is on the increase.
The Amarnath cloudburst, which occurred in broad
daylight, was followed by heavy rain, prompting thick
streams of sludge to roll down the mountain slopes,
bringing down the pilgrimage tracks as well as camp
sites. The North-eastern region too has been experienc-
ing some of the worst natural calamities in the past few
weeks. While the Dima Hasao hill district is yet to recov-
er from the trail of destruction caused by heavy rains
which lasted for about 14 hours non-stop, the landslide
tragedy at Tupul in Manipur has left close to 50 dead and
missing. There have been similar incidents of land-
slides caused by heavy rains in Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya too in the past couple of weeks. In the Assam
plains – be it the Brahmaputra Valley or the Barak
Valley – thousands of people have lost their homes to
floods in the past few weeks. Even as the governments
are groping in the dark to identify the causes of these in-
cidents of natural calamity, any lay person with mini-
mum common sense will say that indiscriminate de-
struction of hills and forests has been the primary rea-
son behind the recent incidents of floods and landslides.

Official reports claim that there has been a marginal
increase in the country's total forest and tree cover in
the past decade or so. But then, it is also a fact that the
North-eastern region has lost 79 per cent of its tree
cover in 2020, recording the biggest dip in the entire
country. According to data released by University of
Maryland, over 1,10,000 hectares of tree cover had van-
ished from the North-eastern region during 2020. The re-
port has also said that the seven sister states of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram and Nagaland individually were responsible
for 5 to 14 percent of the country's loss in forest area be-
tween 2001 and 2020. Assam alone contributed the most
(14.1 percent) to the national tree cover loss during the
period. During 2021, forest cover in the North-eastern re-
gion had reduced by 1,020 sq km in comparison to the
previous year. Arunachal Pradesh lost 257 sq km of for-
est cover in 2021, with the impact falling not only on the
mountain state, but also on Assam, especially because
most of Assam's rivers, including the Brahmaputra,
flow down from there. According to government esti-
mates placed in the Rajya Sabha, Arunachal Pradesh is
followed by Manipur which lost 249 sq km of forest area
and Nagaland which lost 235 sq km forest cover during
2021. There is thus no doubt that it is such massive forest
cover loss which is responsible for nature's fury in the
region.

Nature’s fury
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Appointment

New Delhi:

Parameswaran Iyer,
who had spearheaded
the implementation of
the flagship USD 20
billion Swachh Bharat
Mission, on Monday
took charge as the
CEO of NITI Aayog. A
1981-batch IAS officer
of Uttar Pradesh
cadre, Iyer has worked
with both the public
and private sectors,
according to an offi-
cial statement. He was
secretary in the
Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation
during 2016 20. “With
over 25 years of expe-
rience in the water
and sanitation sector,
Iyer spearheaded the
implementation of the
India’s flagship USD
20 billion Swachh
Bharat Mission,
which successfully de-
livered access to safe
sanitation to 550 mil-
lion people,” the state-
ment said.

MCLR raised
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda has raised the
marginal cost of
funds based lending
rate by up to 0.15 per
cent for select tenor of
loans with effect from
Tuesday. The bank has
approved the revision
in Marginal Cost of
funds based Lending
Rate (MCLR) with ef-
fect from July 12, 2022,
Bank of Baroda said
in a regulatory filing
on Monday. The one
year MCLR, the
benchmark for most of
consumer loans such
as auto, home and per-
sonal loans, has been
revised upwards to
7.65 per cent from the
existing 7.50 per cent.
The three-month and
six-month tenor loans
will have new MCLRs
at 7.35 per cent and
7.45 per cent, respec-
tively, up by 0.10 per
cent each.

Mines auction

New Delhi: Mines
Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday said
incentives would be
provided to the states
which have success-
fully auctioned mines
and have identified po-
tential mineral blocks.
This will motivate
other states to per-
form better in the
mining sector. The
successful states,
Joshi said, will be re-
warded during the
National Conclave on
Mines & Minerals to
be held in the national
capital on Tuesday, ac-
cording to a statement
by the mines ministry.

Expansion
Mumbai: Jewellery
retailer Kalyan
Jewellers on Monday
said it is planning to
strengthen its retail
footprints in the non-
south market by
adding 10 showrooms
before Diwali, with an
investment of around
Rs 250-300 crore. “This
expansion is in line
with our Vision-2025,
where we hope to in-
crease the revenue con-
tribution from our non-
south markets, which
is now at approximate-
ly 35 per cent.

MALL OPENING

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Aditiyanath, Chairman of Lulu Group Yusuffali MA and others during the
inauguration of LuLu Mall, in Lucknow.

Mumbai, Jul 11:  

The Reserve Bank on
Monday asked banks to
put in place additional
arrangements for export
and import transactions in
Indian rupees in view of
increasing interest of the
global trading community
in the domestic currency.
Before putting in place this
mechanism, banks will re-
quire prior approval from
the Foreign Exchange
Department of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), the
central bank said in a cir-
cular. “In order to promote
growth of global trade
with emphasis on exports
from India and to support
the increasing interest of
global trading community
in INR, it has been decided
to put in place an addition-
al arrangement for invoic-
ing, payment, and settle-

ment of exports / imports
in INR,” it said. For settle-
ment of trade transac-
tions, the concerned banks
will require Special Rupee
Vostro Accounts of corre-
spondent bank/s of the
partner trading country.
“Indian importers under-
taking imports through
this mechanism shall
make payment in INR
which shall be credited
into the Special Vostro ac-
count of the correspon-
dent bank of the partner
country, against the invoic-
es for the supply of goods
or services from the over-

seas seller /supplier,” it
said. Exporters, undertak-
ing overseas shipments of
goods and services
through this mechanism,
will be paid the export pro-
ceeds in Indian rupees
from the balances in the
designated Special Vostro
account. This mechanism
may enable Indian ex-
porters to receive advance
payment against exports
from overseas importers
in rupees. As per the circu-
lar, the rupee surplus bal-
ance held can be used for
permissible capital and
current account transac-
tions in accordance with
mutual agreement. The
balance in special vostro
accounts can be used for
payments for projects and
investments; export/im-
port advance flow manage-
ment; and investment in
government bonds.

RBI announces measures 
for international 

trade  settlement in rupees

New Delhi, Jul 11:

Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Monday said it
has commenced bookings
for its upcoming mid-sized
SUV Grand Vitara.

The customers can pre-
book Grand Vitara —
which would compete with
the likes of Hyundai
Creta, Kia Seltos and Tata
Harrier, among others —
with an initial payment of
Rs 11,000. “With the model,
we are looking to strength-
en presence in the seg-
ment where we currently
lag behind the competi-
tion,” MSI Senior
Executive Director (Sales
& Marketing) Shashank
Srivastava told PTI.

He noted that the model
is well suited for Indian
conditions and would

come with multiple trims
featuring a mild and
strong hybrid system
mated to a petrol power-
train. The model would be
produced at Toyota
Kirloskar Motor’s
Karnataka-based plant as
per the global collabora-
tion pact inked between
Toyota and Suzuki.
Srivastava noted that the
new model with strong hy-
brid technology would de-

liver class-leading fuel effi-
ciency. He, however, did
not share the actual fig-
ures. Srivastava noted that
unlike the compact SUV
segment, which has many
models, the mid-SUV seg-
ment is less crowded in
terms of competition and
therefore offered growth
opportunities. “Our mar-
ket share is already very
less in the segment, so
with the new model we

would like to change that,”
he added. The Grand
Vitara would be globally
unveiled on July 20, with
production set to begin in
August. The actual launch
is expected during the up-
coming festive season,
Srivastava said.
Leveraging the expertise
of Suzuki design and engi-
neering and born from a
legacy of SUV capabili-
ties, the Grand Vitara with
its bold SUV design, so-
phisticated interiors, pow-
ertrains and segment-lead-
ing features is all set to
make a strong statement,
MSI said.

MSI recently launched
the all-new version of the
compact SUV Brezza,
priced between Rs 7.99
lakh and Rs 13.96 lakh (ex-
showroom).

Maruti Suzuki commences bookings for
upcoming mid-size SUV Grand Vitara

New Delhi, Jul 11:

The Dwarka
Expressway, also known as
the Northern Peripheral
Road, will be operational
in 2023 and will ease traffic
congestion on Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Monday.
Taking to Twitter, Gadkari
said Dwarka Expressway,
which is being developed
as the first elevated urban
expressway in India, will
reduce pressure on Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway
and arterial roads that ex-
perience heavy traffic, pri-
marily from the com-
muters of West Delhi.
D e l h i - G u r u g r a m
Expressway is a part of
Delhi-Jaipur-Ahmedabad-
Mumbai arm of Golden
Quadrilateral. The road

transport and highways
minister said 50-60 per
cent traffic on National
Highway-8 will be diverted
onto the new expressway,
thereby improving traffic
movement towards Sohna
Road and Golf Course
Road.

Once operational in
2023, it shall immensely
help reduce air pollution
in Delhi-NCR as well, he

added. The minister said
the expressway is a 16-lane
access-controlled highway
with provision of mini-
mum 3-lane service road
on both sides. Gadkari
said the 29-km expressway
connecting Dwarka in
Delhi to Gurugram in
Haryana is being devel-
oped at a total cost of Rs
9,000 crore. About 19-km of
the expressway stretch
falls in Haryana while the
remaining 10-km is in
Delhi.

Gadkari said Dwarka
Expressway will have 4
multi-level interchanges
(tunnel/underpasses, at-
grade road, elevated fly-
over and flyover above fly-
over) at major junctions
including construction of
longest (3.6 km) and widest
(8 lane) urban road tunnel
in India.

Dwarka Expressway to be
operational in 2023: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jul 11: 

Mercedes-Benz India on
Monday reported its high-
est ever second-quarter
sales at 7,573 units, register-
ing a 56 per cent jump over
the year-ago period. The
company had sold 4,857
units in the April-June peri-
od of 2021. The highest ever
Q2 sales were achieved on
the back of new product
launches, sustained de-
mand for existing products
and services, and a unique
omnichannel customer
journey created through
the Retail of the Future ini-
tiative, Mercedes-Benz
India said in a statement.
“This sales record becomes
even more significant
against the backdrop of
continued supply-side chal-
lenges, triggered by global

developments and also local
market challenges,”
Mercedes-Benz India
Managing Director and
CEO Martin Schwenk stat-
ed. The company expects
the semiconductor short-
age to continue in the com-
ing months, he added. “It re-
mains our endeavour to
scale up our production and
deliver the cars to the cus-
tomers and reduce the wait-

ing period. We have a solid
order bank of more than
6,000 cars, which makes our
market outlook very posi-
tive,” Schwenk said. The
third quarter will be highly
exciting as the company
lines up some of the most
anticipated Mercedes-Benz
models from the global port-
folio, for Indian customers,
creating a completely new
benchmark, he noted.

Mercedes-Benz clocks highest
ever Q2 sales of 7,573 units in India

New Delhi, Jul 11:  

Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR) on Monday said it
has commenced deliver-
ies of the new Range
Rover in the country. The
model comes with a line-
up of six and eight-cylin-
der powertrains, priced
between Rs 2.38 crore
and Rs 3.43 crore (ex-
showroom).

The new Range Rover
comes with 3 litre petrol
and diesel engines, re-
spectively. The model
also features a bigger 4.4
litre petrol powertrain.

“The New Range Rover
is the epitome of exclu-
sivity and modern luxu-
ry, that strikes the per-
fect balance of peerless
refinement with techno-
logical sophistication. It
is truly, the most desir-

able vehicle meant for
the most discerning of
customers,” JLR
President and Managing
Director Rohit Suri said
in a statement.

The new Range Rover
comes with five seats in
both Standard (SWB)
and Long Wheelbase

(LWB) body designs and
an option of a third row
for extended comfort for
up to seven adults in the
LWB, the automaker
stated.

JLR vehicles are avail-
able in India in 21 cities
through 25 authorised
outlets.

JLR commences deliveries 
of new Range Rover in India

Mumbai, Jul 11:

Equity benchmarks
ended three days of gains
to close modestly in the
red on Monday, weighed
by bearish global cues and
robust selling in IT coun-
ters following lacklustre
Q1 results from TCS.

The rupee dropping to a
fresh lifetime low against
the US dollar further
sapped risk appetite. The
30-share BSE Sensex,
which opened on the back-
foot, witnessed strong buy-
ing in late-afternoon trade.
However, it could not sus-
tain the momentum and
closed 86.61 points or 0.16
per cent lower at 54,395.23.
On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty dipped
4.60 points or 0.03 per cent

to end at 16,216. Bharti
Airtel was the biggest
loser among the Sensex
constituents, dropping 5.03
per cent, followed by TCS
which lost 4.64 per cent
after its earnings failed to
match market expecta-
tions.

The country’s largest
software exporter TCS on
Friday reported a 5.2 per
cent rise in June quarter
net profit to Rs 9,478 crore,
restricted by the impact of
annual wage hikes and
promotions that took oper-
ating profit margins to
multi-quarter lows.
Spooked by the results,
other IT stocks too suf-
fered strong losses in
Monday’s session, with
HCL Tech, Infosys, Wipro
and Tech Mahindra shed-

ding up to 4.10 per cent. In
contrast, Tata Steel, M&M,
Dr Reddy’s, ICICI Bank,
Asian Paints, Axis Bank
and Reliance Industries
climbed as much as 3.04
per cent.

“As the domestic market
turned its focus towards
quarterly results, the weak
start of IT earnings
wounded the sentiments,
forcing benchmark in-
dices to open on a weak
note.

However, with support
from banking, metal and
energy stocks, the domes-
tic market managed to
pare its losses to close flat-
tish,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking, said

amid the mixed global sen-
timent, the focus should be
on the upcoming macro-
economic data (IIP and
CPI) and earnings for
cues. “We reiterate our
positive view and expect
Nifty to test 16,500 soon.
Participants should align
their positions according-
ly and continue with the
‘buy on dips’ approach till
the Nifty holds 15,900 lev-
els,” he noted.

In the broader markets,
the BSE smallcap gauge
jumped 1.07 per cent and
the midcap index gained
0.63 per cent. Among BSE
sectoral indices, teck fell
the most by 3.08 per cent,
followed by IT (2.70 per
cent), capital goods (0.38
per cent) and telecom (0.06
per cent).

Sensex snaps 3-day winning 
streak; TCS leads IT pack lower

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1111::  

Bank credit offtake is expect-
ed to pick up following nor-
malisation of economic activ-
ities aided by the government
thrust on public expenditure
in current fiscal year, a report
said. 
According to the Care Edge
report, the gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) ratio
hit a six-year low of 5.9 per
cent in FY22 but remained
above the pre-asset quality
review of 2015-16. 

However, it said, India’s
NPA ratio is one of the highest
among the comparable coun-
tries despite gradual decline.
Non performing loans eased
in advanced economies due
to continued deleveraging,
and institutional and govern-
ment intervention, it said. As
the Indian economy has navi-

gated the pandemic-induced
shocks, it said, the bank cred-
it growth by scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs)
improved post-August 2021 to
reach 13.1 per cent in early
June 2022, a rate last record-
ed in March 2019. 

Apart from retail, the major
driver of this growth has been
the wholesale credit, which
reported double-digit growth
after witnessing a significant
slowdown last year, it said.
After a modest credit growth
in recent years, it said, “the
outlook for bank credit off-
take is positive due to the
economic expansion tracking
nominal GDP growth, rise in
government and private capi-
tal expenditure, rising com-
modity prices, implementa-
tion of the PLI scheme, the
extension of ECLGS for MSME
and retail credit push.” 

Credit growth expected 
to improve aided by govt’s
push on public spending Mumbai, Jul 11:  

The rupee depreciated
by 22 paise to close at a
fresh lifetime low of 79.48
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday,
tracking a strong green-
back overseas and sub-
dued domestic equities.
However, receding crude
oil prices in the interna-
tional market restricted
the rupee’s loss, forex
traders said. At the inter-
bank forex market, the
local unit opened weak at
79.30 against the green-
back and witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.24 and
a low of 79.49. It finally set-
tled at 79.48 (provisional),
down 22 paise over its pre-
vious close of 79.26. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, ad-

vanced 0.56 per cent to
107.60. On the domestic eq-
uity market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 86.61 points
or 0.16 per cent lower at
54,395.23, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty declined 4.60
points or per cent to 0.03.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
1.43 per cent to USD 105.49
per barrel. Foreign insti-
tutional investors were net
sellers in the capital mar-
ket on Friday as they sold
shares worth Rs 109.31
crore, as per exchange
data. Foreign investors
have pulled out over Rs
4,000 crore this month so
far amid steady apprecia-
tion of the dollar and ris-
ing interest rates in the
US. However, the pace of
selling by foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) has been
declining over the last few
weeks.

Rupee falls 22 paise to record
low of 79.48 against US dollar

ACROSS

1. Bullets, for short

5. Right away!

9. Tint

14. Laboratory bottle

15. Guitarist’s aid

16. Love, in Rome

17. Atypical

19. Ruin

20. Fourth letter

21. Reviewer Roger ____

22. Mails

23. Patched a ceiling

25. Injury marks

28. Warnings

32. Jazz’s ____ Fitzgerald

33. Dissertation

37. Devour

38. Terrible fate

39. Leases

40. Furthermore

41. Raggedy ____

42. Ice-cream dish

43. Presidential “no”

44. Nullify

46. Recorded

47. Fluctuation

52. Urban drainpipe

55. Operate a car

56. Society gal

59. Turn aside

60. Large-caliber weapons

62. ____ Witherspoon of “Legally

Blonde”

63. Golfer’s goal

64. Land parcel

65. Annoyed

66. Is indebted

67. Supervisor

DOWN

1. Enthusiastic

2. Deep mud

3. Foal’s mom

4. Grand ____ Opry

5. Diving gear

6. Fables

7. Into pieces

8. Rich cake

9. Cap ornaments

10. Obstruct

11. Midday

12. Crossword diagram

13. Slippery creatures

18. Solidifies

23. British baby carriage

24. Lift up

25. Car style

26. Exact copy

27. Beside
29. Rented again
30. A sense
31. Tolerated
33. More faithful
34. Barnyard layer
35. Finale
36. Train depot (abbr.)
40. Stratford-upon-____
42. Began
45. Reluctant
46. Christmas carol
48. Potato state
49. Pointer
50. Owner’s proof
51. Climbing plants
52. Agra attire
53. For all time
54. Calendar unit
56. Art ____
57. Proves human
58. Parting words
61. Hunting dog, for short
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The clouds have finally lifted, and you should be

able to see clearly again, Aquarius. The fire is

burning red hot and you’ll find people likely to

stick up for themselves more than usual. You

should do the same. Arguments could be espe-

cially heated today, and interesting facts and

revolutionary information will be passed from

person to person. Make sure you have your

facts straight before you open your mouth.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your slow and steady approach may need a

sharp kick in the pants today, Pisces. Don’t

withhold your opinions. This is a time to get it

all out on the table, despite the tension that it

may cause. Strong forces are at work, so don’t

be surprised if things get a bit more heated

than you’re used to. The fact is that incredible

breakthroughs can be made through disagree-

ments among different types of people.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try to seek freedom and new experiences
today, Aries. This is an important time for
you to spread your wings and explore. Keep
in mind that something or someone may be
working to restrain you emotionally. An
opposing force is promoting war while you
insist on keeping things peaceful. Perhaps
there’s an important lesson you need to
learn. Be more assertive in your actions,
and don’t let people walk all over you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

If people insist on having things their own

way, let them, Taurus. Fighting isn’t going to

do any good. This kind of reaction will only

cause more tension between you and the

other person involved. Approaching the situ-

ation with a hostile attitude will most likely

result in a lose/lose situation. If arguments

do occur, try not to take things personally.

Try your hardest to stick with the facts.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Suddenly you’ve found your energy again.

Your engine is oiled up and ready to go,

Gemini. Put yourself in high gear and don’t let

anything stand in your way. If disagreements

with others arise, try to keep focused on the

lessons that come from the situation instead

of dwelling on the negative aspects. Take

things to a higher level and don’t be afraid to

suggest radical change.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be a bit daunted by the frenzy of

energy present in the air today, Cancer. Try

not to get thrown off balance by others who

may be more abrasive than usual. Use this as

a time of release for yourself. By letting oth-

ers open up the cold, hard truth to you, you

have the opportunity to let out your own

truth as well. Unexpected events are likely

to come on the scene.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don’t be surprised if unexpected actions from
others give your heart a jolt today, Leo. You
could find that a strong force of erratic ener-
gy affects your emotions. It’s working to stir
things up quite a bit. Use your beliefs and
morals as guideposts to help you navigate dif-
ficult waters. Stay true to yourself and don’t
let others make decisions for you. You have
the power to make very significant break-
throughs.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

It’s time to implement the plans you fostered
as a result of internal processes over the past
few days, Virgo. Hop in the driver’s seat and
take control. As you do, you may need to
erect a bit of a mental barrier. People could
be somewhat abrasive, and your sensitive
nature is susceptible to harsh comments.
Take things with a grain of salt. Remember
that if people criticize you, it’s because they
love you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your mood should be quite good today,
Libra. Generally, you’ll find that people will
react to your tendency to take the lead.
Keep in mind that this also indicates that
they’ll probably be more likely to fight
back. You may have the tendency to lean
toward the bizarre and unconventional. The
route to take today is the one that fosters
diversity and revolutionary thinking. Be a
pioneer in every situation.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Be a little braver than usual today, Scorpio.

Take some risks and show others that you

have the strength to accomplish anything.

There is a lively, anxious feeling to the day

that could make you restless. This energy is

encouraging you to get up and get going.

Initiate something rather than wait for some-

one else to take the lead. Don’t be afraid to

fail. You’ll never succeed if you don’t try.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may have the spark that wants to light

things today, Sagittarius. Indeed, there’s a

fast-paced tendency to the day that is right

up your ally. You should be able to accom-

plish quite a bit under the prevailing trends.

Just make sure you’re constructive with

criticism and be careful that you aren’t too

abrasive toward the people you deal with.

In other words, be nice.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Interaction with others may not be especial-

ly satisfying for you today, Capricorn. You

could get the feeling that other people don’t

really care as much as you thought they did.

Keep in mind that everyone is doing the best

they can. Most people aren’t as sensitive as

you. They probably have no idea what sort of

impact their words have on you. Give others

the benefit of the doubt.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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F 
oorr  AAsshhii  SSiinngghh,,  hheerr  rroollee  iinn
tthhee  sshhooww  ‘‘MMeeeett’’  iiss  ppoossiinngg

mmaannyy  cchhaalllleennggeess  ttoo  hheerr,,  eessppee--
cciiaallllyy  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  ddiiff--
ffeerreenntt  ddiiaalleeccttss..  IInniittiiaallllyy,,  sshhee
wwaass  sseeeenn  ssppeeaakkiinngg  HHaarryyaannvvii
aass  MMeeeett  HHooooddaa;;  aafftteerr  aa  oonnee--
yyeeaarr  lleeaapp,,  tthhee  aaccttrreessss  hhaass  ttoo
aaddaapptt  ttoo  tthhee  GGuujjaarraattii  ddiiaalleecctt
ffoorr  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  MMaannjjaarrii,,  wwhhoo  iiss
aa  GGaarrbbaa  ddaanncceerr..  
AAsshhii  ssaaiidd::  ““‘‘MMeeeett’’  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa
ggrreeaatt  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  mmee  eevveerr
ssiinnccee  II  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  ffoorr  iitt..  FFiirrsstt,,
ttoo  ggeett  iinnttoo  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff
MMeeeett  HHooooddaa,,  II  hhaadd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn
aanndd  ggeett  mmyy  HHaarryyaannvvii  aacccceenntt
rriigghhtt..  AAnndd  nnooww  II  aamm  wwoorrkkiinngg
hhaarrdd  ttoowwaarrddss  aaddaappttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee
ccoorrrreecctt  GGuujjaarraattii  ddiiaalleecctt  ttoo
ppllaayy  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  MMaannjjaarrii..  ““II

bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  sshhooww  hhaass
kkeepptt  mmee  oonn  mmyy  ttooeess  aanndd  hhaass
hheellppeedd  mmee  ggrrooww  aass  aann  aaccttoorr  aatt
eevveerryy  sstteepp..  HHaavviinngg  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt,,
iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  lliittttllee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo
ggeett  tthhee  GGuujjaarraattii  aacccceenntt  rriigghhtt!!
IItt  iiss  nnoott  aass  eeaassyy  aass  iitt  ssoouunnddss,,
bbuutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  tteeaamm  ooff  ‘‘MMeeeett’’
hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  ssuuppppoorrtt--
iivvee..””

SShhaarriinngg  hhooww  tthhee  eennttiirree
tteeaamm  iiss  hheellppiinngg  hheerr  lleeaarrnn  tthhee
llaanngguuaaggee,,  sshhee  ssaaiidd,,  ““TThheeyy
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheellppiinngg  mmee  ppiicckk  uupp
tthhee  rriigghhtt  pprroonnuunncciiaattiioonnss  ffoorr
ddiiffffiiccuulltt  wwoorrddss..  II  mmuusstt  aallssoo
mmeennttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwhhoollee  lleeaarrnn--
iinngg  pprroocceessss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffuunn  ffoorr
mmee,,  aanndd  II  aamm  ggiivviinngg  mmyy  bbeesstt
ttoo  pprreesseenntt  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  aass
aauutthheennttiiccaallllyy  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..””

Akanksha
surprises with a

entry in
‘Swayamvar- Mika

Di Vohti’

Akanksha Puri makes a grand entry on Star Bharat’s show,
Swayamvar- Mika Di Vohti leaving the king Mika Singh and the
girls shocked. She goes onto challenging the girls and calls
herself, ‘The Only Queen’. Is she really going to be The One?
Let’s find out! The actress has participated in Mika Di Vohti as
one of the wild card contestants. Her entry is already doing
rounds on social media and she says, “I'm overjoyed and
ecstatic to be a part of Mika Singh's Swayamvar. This place
has a really great vibe. We’ve known each other for years and
now I’ve come to spread light and happiness in Mika’s life. I
can feel a lot of negativity in the air, the girls are frightened
and fighting amongst themselves. No matter what, I’ll keep
spreading love and happiness here. Talking more about the
contestants she says, “I can tell the girls are extremely talent-
ed and energetic. The girls have also received praise from
Mika Singh. I wish the girls all the best for the show.” Mika
Singh is awaiting for a life partner for himself in his show
Swayamvar- Mika Di Vohti. Contestants in the show are from
around the country who are fighting against each other to be
Mika’s ladylove. However, now actress Akanksha Puri has also
roped in for the show, not as a guest but as a contestant which
will make the girls more insecure and vulnerable as Akanksha
has been friends with Mika since 13years.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  kknnooww  iiff  AAkkaannkksshhaa  PPuurrii  wwiillll  bbee  MMiikkaa  SSiinngghh’’ss
QQuueeeenn  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt’’ss  sshhooww,,  ‘‘SSwwaayyaammvvaarr--  MMiikkaa  DDii  VVoohhttii’’
aatt  88ppmm..

B
ollywood star Ranveer
Singh, who recently ap-

peared on the non-fiction OTT
show, ‘Ranveer vs Wild with Bear
Grylls’, is thrilled with the appre-
ciation that the show has received
in just 24 hours.

The actor shared that although
he doesn’t purposely try to be dis-
ruptive, his choices turn out to be
disruptive in nature thanks to the
authenticity that those choices
entail. His choice of being a part
of the show is no different.

Reacting to the response to the
recently released Netflix show,
the actor said, “It’s the disruptive
nature of the concept and the for-
mat that people have really taken
to. Though my intention is never
to disrupt or be disruptive, I just
happen to make authentic choices
and they happen to be disruptive
choices; whether it’s in my choice
of films, the characters I create.”

The show is currently available
to stream on OTT platform
Netflix. Ranveer further shared
how he analysed that the show
consists of ‘Navaras’, “I remem-
ber, instinctively reacting to it in
the room telling the Banijay and
Netflix teams that this is there be-
cause it’s got all the Navaras. It’s
got humour, emotion, thrill, sus-
pense, romance, it’s got so many
flavours and to add to that; the au-
dience is participating in the

journey. I am really happy that
what was an experiment for me
has worked so well.”

About collaborating with Bear
Grylls, who is an icon by himself,
Ranveer said, “I am an adrenaline
junkie. I love when that rush of
adrenaline hits me when I am
doing a certain scene or when I

am doing action or when I am
shooting movies or doing a stunt
or stuff like that. I like fast cars, I
like speed, I like motorcycles, so I
am inclined to that. Adventure is
a space that I hadn’t really ex-
plored, which is why when I was
pitched this prospect I was very
excited by it.”

He added, “My first thought
was how cool it would be to go off
to a forest, something I had never
done before. I am very grateful
that it was with Bear Grylls who
is the king of the jungle. He is the
ultimate master of the survival
game. There is so much to learn
from him. It would not have been
the experience, and the show
would have not been anything
without Bear.”

Ranveer concluding by noting:
“Bear is somebody I made a solid
friend in. He is a virtuous man, a
grounded person and a warm per-
son. I look upon him as a brother
and I share a very warm bond
with him. He inspires me and the
kind of man he is, the solid fami-
ly man he is, I really have a great
amount of fondness for him.” On
the work front, Ranveer will be
seen in films like Rohit Shetty’s
‘Cirkus’, Karan Johar’s ‘Rocky
Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahaani’ and
South director S. Shankar’s
retelling of his cult classic
‘Anniyan’.

Ranveer Singh says his authentic
choices turn out to be disruptive

BB ollywood actor and film-
maker Farhan Akhtar

made his Marvel Cinematic
Universe debut with the fourth
episode of 'Ms. Marvel'. He
praised actress Iman Vellani,
who essays the titular role of
Kamala Khan and Ms. Marvel
in the series, and said that her
energy is very infectious.

Akhtar essays the role of
Waleed, the leader of the
ancient order known as the
Red Daggers. Waleed, who
acts as a mentor to Kamala
Khan when she lands in
Karachi to meet her maternal
grandmother, helps answer
and uncover the mystery
behind her superpowers and
her true identity.

Talking about his experi-
ence working on a Marvel set,
Akhtar said, "It was very
exciting working on the show.
It is an absolutely incredible
universe and they have creat-
ed some absolutely incredible
characters. So to be one of
them - to be Waleed - to be the
guy who is from the Order of
Protectors of the Red Daggers;
it just felt like a very serious
responsibility and at the same
time, very exciting too."

He further said that he sub-
mitted himself to the vision of
the directors while preparing
for the role. "Working with
Sharmeen the director and
Garry who did the action, I
had a wonderful time. We had
to go in for a couple of days to
do rehearsals and learn the
choreography. All the hard
work was done there, so that
when we got to the sets, it
was time to play," he added.

Sharing his experience with
fellow debutant Vellani, he
said, "She is an absolutely
wonderful person and that's
the most important thing. Her
energy is infectious and is the
driving force when it comes to
the cast of Ms. Marvel."

"They'd been shooting for a
long time before I met them in
Thailand where we did all our
work together and to see how
natural her ability is and how
committed she is to do the
part she was playing, it just
felt like it was day one for her
too. She was as excited as she
probably would have been on
day one. She is someone to
look out for, she is incredibly
gifted and incredibly talent-
ed."

Farhan opens up about
working with Iman Vellani:
Her energy is infectious!

From Haryanvi to
Gujarati, ‘Meet’ has kept
Ashi Singh on her toes

T
he grand finale of
‘MTV Roadies -

Journey in South Africa’,
India’s biggest adventure
reality television show,
crowned for the first time
ever not just one but two
winners! After several
weeks of challenges, elim-
inations, twists and turns
across the breath-taking
vistas of South Africa,
buddy pair Ashish Bhatia
and Nandini have
emerged as the ‘Ultimate
Champions’ of the new
season. Hosted by charis-
matic superstar and phil-
anthropist Sonu Sood, the
season finale was a nip
and tuck affair as the fi-
nalists gave their every-
thing to win the much-cov-
eted title, in a nail-biting
finish!  The remarkable
multi-city expedition
came to a glorious conclu-
sion at the iconic Victoria
& Alfred (V&A)
Waterfront in Cape Town.

Pitting the best against
the best, the grand finale
‘Race to the Top’ demand-
ed exceptional strategy,
pluck and grit. Finalist
buddy pairs Kevin
Almasifar-Moose Jattana,
Yukti Arora – Jaswanth
Bopanna, Gaurav Alugh-
Simi Talsania, and Ashish
Bhatia-Nandini faced a
true-blue Roadies-style
challenge with an unan-
ticipated whopping 4
stages, and some surpris-
ing plot twists, in and
around the picturesque
city of Cape Town. An

edgy suspense led to the
winner reveal, with
Ashish and Nandini soak-
ing in their well-deserved
crowning glory! Joining
the celebratory mood of
the winners, host Sonu
Sood also shook a leg to
the beats of live South
African music.

On the culmination of
the show, Sonu Sood, su-
perstar, philanthropist,
and Host of ‘MTV Roadies
– Journey in South
Africa’, said, “I am very
happy for both Ashish
[Bhatia] and Nandini.
They displayed immense

focus and determination,
coupled with a keen acu-
men for strategy, from get-
go. Playing host on MTV
Roadies Journey in South
Africa will always be spe-
cial to me, having seen all
the contestants embody
the true Roadies spirit on
this journey. Guiding and
mentoring them has been
a wonderful experience. “

Speaking about his win,
Ashish Bhatia shared, “I
am excited and over-
whelmed, all at the same
time. The show is iconic in
itself and for me, winning
MTV Roadies Journey in

South Africa is definitely
a dream come true. It has
been a wild ride, and I’m
most grateful to have won
this title with my buddy,
Nandini.”

Nandini, too, expressed
her joy at winning this
season’s mantle - “I cannot
describe how amazing
this is for me. MTV
Roadies Journey in South
Africa pushed me to bring
the best version of myself
each day, with every task.
This victory feels surreal.
Seems like god was
preparing me to win this
show the whole time.”

Ashish and Nandini win 'MTV
Roadies - Journey in South Africa'!
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Changwon, Jul 11 (PTI):

Young Indian shooter
Arjun Babuta stunned
Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Lucas
Kozeniesky to win the
men’s 10m air rifle event
and open the country’s ac-
count in the ongoing ISSF
World Cup here on
Monday.

In the gold medal clash,
Arjun humbled USA’s
Kozeniesky 17-9 in a
rather one-sided contest.

This is Arjun’s maiden
gold for the senior side. He
had bagged the yellow
metal at the 2016 Junior
World Cup in Gabala,
Azerbaijan.

The 23-year-old from
Punjab, who has been rep-
resenting India since 2016,

had earlier topped the
ranking round with a scin-
tillating 261.1 points to
qualify for the gold medal
clash.

Kozeniesky shot 260.4 to
join him even as qualifica-
tion leader Sergey Richter
of Israel settled for bronze
with a score of 259.9.

The other Indian in the
fray, Parth Makhija, who
also qualified for the rank-
ing event in fifth place fol-
lowing an impressive
show on Sunday, finished
fourth with a score of
258.1.

There was no stopping
Arjun in the final as he

raced to a 10-4 lead after
the first seven single-shot
series.

The winner of each se-
ries gets two points while
the points are spilt in case
of a tie and the first to 16
wins the match.

The American did not
give up till the end but
Arjun pulled out those big
high 10s when it mattered
most and finished clinical-
ly for a convincing score-
line to help India open
their account with the
brightest medal possible.

This was also foreign
rifle coach Thomas
Farnik’s maiden medal in
his very first international
assignment. The Austrian
had been appointed to the
job just ahead of the
Changwon World Cup.

Shooting World Cup: Arjun Babuta
strikes gold in 10m air rifle final London, Jul 11 (PTI):

Senior India pacer
Umesh Yadav will play for
Middlesex for the remain-
der of the English County
season replacing Pakistan
speedster Shaheen Shah
Afridi. The 34-year-old
pacer has represented
India in 52 Tests, 77 ODIS,
and 7 T20Is and has
scalped 273 international
wickets across all formats.
The county club sought
Umesh’s services as Afridi
has returned home to join
his national team for the
tour of Sri Lanka.
“Middlesex Cricket is de-
lighted to announce that
Indian international quick
bowler Umesh Kumar
Yadav has signed terms
with the Club and will join
for the remainder of the

2022 season,” the club said
in a statement. “This
morning the Club received
this confirmation, and

confirmation that he is
registered with the ECB,
and Yadav has, as a result,
now been named as an ad-

dition to Middlesex’s
squad for this weeks’
game.” Middlesex further
announced that Umesh
will be available to repre-
sent the club in both
County Championship
and Royal London Cup
campaigns for the rest of
the season. “He (Umesh)
comes to us with a wealth
of experience. He is a
proven world-class per-
former, and can not only
make a huge difference
himself for the remainder
of our Championship
campaign and to our
prospects in the Royal
London Cup but will also
be a fantastic role model
for our younger bowlers to
work alongside,” said Alex
Coleman, Middlesex’ Head
of Men’s Performance
Cricket.

Umesh to replace Shaheen Afridi in
Middlesex for remainder of County season

London, Jul 11 (PTI):

India won’t go ballistic
from ball one but the bat-
ters are expected to carry
their fearless approach
from the shortest format
to the ODIs when the
three-match series against
England begins here on
Tuesday.

India’s high-risk play
helped them win the series
against England and con-
sidering that the ODIs
have become an extension
of the shortest format,
skipper Rohit Sharma sees
no reason why his team
should back down from
that approach.

England redefined the
way ODI cricket was
played and their dominant
run culminated with the
World Cup trophy back in
2019. It won’t be an exag-
geration to say that India’s
fresh outlook towards the
shorter formats is in-

spired by the English tem-
plate. The three games
will be the only 50-over
contests India will feature
in before the T20 World
Cup but Rohit asserted

they still hold a lot of im-
portance.

“All matches are impor-
tant for us. We can’t play
thinking ODIs are not a
priority, but we have to

keep in mind the work-
load of each player. We
will make changes but our
ultimate goal is to win
matches. We will not leave
that thought process be-

hind,” said Rohit on
Sunday after the third T20
at Nottingham.

“For us, the aim is to
understand white-ball
cricket, how to play, new
guys are playing. 50 over
is an extension of T20.
Maybe you take less risk
in ODIs as compared to
T20 cricket but you have
to take it.”

The team will have an
optional training session
at The Oval with a quick
turnaround time between
the T20 and ODI series.

For someone like
Shikhar Dhawan, who
only plays only one for-
mat and will be captain-
ing the team in the West
Indies, it will be a chal-
lenge to take on the
England attack from the
word go. However, the
southpaw has found ways
to stay consistent,
whether he is playing
ODIs for India or the IPL.

India look to carry T20 template into ODIs

Galle, Jul 11 (AP):

Left-arm spinner
Prabath Jayasuriya
picked up the fourth-best
figures in the history of
test match cricket by a
debutant to back up
Dinesh Chandimal’s first
double hundred as Sri
Lanka beat Australia by
an innings and 39 runs on
Monday.

Australia lost nine
wickets in a dramatic last
session to lose the game
with a day to spare. It was
Sri Lanka’s first win by an
innings against Australia
since they first met in
1983.

Australia had conceded
a first innings lead of 190
and its openers did well to
add 49 runs for the first
wicket before Ramesh
Mendis made the break-
through by dismissing

David Warner (24).
Jayasuriya then ran
through the middle order.

A late replacement after
the Sri Lankan camp was
hit by several cases of
COVID-19, Jayasuriya
bowled with impeccable
control pitching to perfect
lengths to hamper the
Australian batsmen.

It was a remarkable
turnaround for Sri Lanka,
which was routed by 10
wickets in the first test
and then lost four players
due to COVID-19. They
brought in three debu-
tants: Jayasuriya was
man of the match claim-
ing 12 wickets for 177 runs,
Maheesh Theekshana had
three wickets, and
Kamindu Mendis hit a
half-century. Former cap-
tain Chandimal put Sri
Lanka in a winning posi-
tion with a stunning coun-

terattack to post his ca-
reer-best score.
Chandimal resumed the
day on 118 and finished
unbeaten on 206 to become
the first Sri Lankan to
post a double hundred
against Australia. He bat-
ted for more than nine
hours and faced 326 deliv-
eries hitting 16 fours and
five sixes.

When Sri Lanka’s ninth
wicket fell, Chandimal
was 159 not out and it did-
n’t look like he would get
to a double hundred but
then he took the opposi-
tion by surprise by strik-
ing the ball cleanly and
sending it out of the
ground on three occa-
sions. The right-hander
hit two consecutive sixes
off Mitchell Starc to com-
plete his double hundred
and was named player of
the series.

Sri Lanka records innings 
victory over Australia in 2nd test

Bangkok, Jul 11 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo is
“not for sale,”
Manchester United
manager Erik ten Hag
said on Monday.

The team is in
Thailand for a presea-
son tour but the 37-year-
old forward didn’t make
the trip due to an un-
specified family issue,
amid doubts over his fu-
ture at the club.

“He’s not with us and
it’s due to personal is-
sues,” Ten Hag said at a
press conference.

“We are planning with
Cristiano Ronaldo for
this season so that’s it.
I’m looking forward to
working with him.”

The Portugal star has
reportedly asked to
leave United.

“He hasn’t told me
this. I have read but
what I say is Cristiano is
not for sale,” Ten Hag

said. “Cristiano is in
our plans and we want
to (have) success togeth-
er.”

Ronaldo returned to
United from Juventus
last season after 12
years away from Old
Trafford but the team
finished in sixth place
and only qualified for
the Europa League
rather than the more
prestigious Champions
League.

United will also travel
to Australia as part of
its tour.

Ronaldo ‘not for sale’

Turin: Paul Pogba will be
looking to resurrect his
career and bring success
back to Juventus after
completing his return to
the storied Italian club on
Monday in a remarkable
piece of business for the
Bianconeri.

Six years after selling
Pogba to Manchester
United for a then-world
record fee of around 105
million euros ( 116 mil-
lion), Juventus has re-
signed the France mid-
fielder on a free transfer
again. Pogba first joined
Juventus in 2012, with the
Italian club paying
United only 800,000
pounds (around 1 mil-
lion) in related compensa-
tion for a player who was
then just a precocious

teenager. Now 29, Pogba
has signed a four-year
deal back at Juventus, re-
portedly turning down a
higher salary at Paris
Saint-Germain. More
than 1,000 fans welcomed
Pogba back home when
he arrived at the club’s
medical center on
Saturday.

Pogba completes return to 
Juventus from Manchester United

Nottingham, Jul 11 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma has hit back at
“experts” who are ques-
tioning Virat Kohli’s place
in the T20 side, saying the
star batter’s “quality” is
beyond doubt and the
team management will
continue to back him.

The likes of Deepak
Hooda got opportunities in
Kohli’s absence and he
made the most of it.
However, Hooda did not
find a spot in the playing
eleven after showing sub-
lime form against Ireland
and the series opener
against England.

Experts, including
World Cup winning cap-
tain Kapil Dev and former
England skipper Michael
Vaughan, have spoken
about Kohli’s prolonged

lean patch. Speaking to re-
porters after the third T20I
on Sunday, Rohit said the
experts don’t know what is
happening inside the
team. “It’s not difficult at
all for us because we don’t

listen to outside noise.
Also, I don’t know who
these experts are and why
they’re called experts. I
don’t get that,” Rohit said
when asked about his
thoughts on how the team

is looking at Kohli’s form.
While Kapil said players

can’t be picked on reputa-
tion and one has to go by
current form, Vaughan
feels Kohli needs a three-
month sabbatical from the
game.

“They are seeing from
outside, they don’t know
what’s happening inside
the team. We have a
thought process, we make
the team, we debate and
discuss it and think a lot
about it.

“The players we pick are
backed, they are given op-
portunities. People on the
outside don’t know about
it. So it’s more important
about what’s happening
within our team, that’s im-
portant for me,” said Rohit
in response to the growing
criticism over Kohli’s
wretched run.

Rohit hits back at ‘experts’, says
Kohli’s quality can’t be questioned

Wimbledon Jul 11 (AP):

Roger Federer dropped
out of the ATP rankings
entirely for the first time
in a quarter-century on
Monday, while Novak
Djokovic slid four spots
to No. 7 a day after win-
ning Wimbledon for the
seventh time.

Federer had appeared
in the singles rankings
every week since he
made his debut at age 16
in September 1997, tied
for 803rd, and held the
record for most time at
No. 1 until Djokovic
broke it.

Federer was 97th be-
fore play began at the All
England Club but now
has zero points because
the rankings are based

on a player’s results over
the previous 52 weeks
and he has not competed
at all since reaching the
Wimbledon quarterfi-
nals a year ago.

Shortly after that loss,
Federer had his third op-
eration on his right knee
in a span of about 18
months. Federer, who
turns 41 on Aug. 8, in-
tends to make his return
to tournament play in
his native Switzerland in
October and said during
an appearance at Centre
Court last weekend that
he hopes he can play at
Wimbledon next year.

Djokovic’s drop and
that of runner-up Nick
Kyrgios from No. 40 to
No. 45 despite reaching
the first Grand Slam

final of his career are a
result of the decisions
by the WTA and ATP to
not award any ranking
points for Wimbledon in
response to the All
England Club’s ban on
athletes from Russia and
Belarus over the war in
Ukraine.

On Monday, Djokovic,
Kyrgios and all other
players lost whatever
points they earned at
Wimbledon in 2021,
while not gaining any
benefit from how they
performed during this
fortnight.

So Elena Rybakina’s
first Grand Slam title did
her no good in the WTA
rankings; she remained
at No. 23, where she be-
came the second-lowest

women’s champion at
the grass-court tourna-
ment in the professional
era, which began in 1968.

The woman she beat in
Saturday’s final, Ons
Jabeur, went from No. 2
to No. 5, even though this
was her best showing at
a major.

Last year’s losing fi-
nalist, Karolina
Pliskova, fell eight spots
to No. 15, and some
women who moved
ahead of her achieved
their career highs on
Monday, including
Australian Open runner-
up Danielle Collins at
No. 7, U.S. Open champi-
on Emma Raducanu at
No. 10, and French Open
runner-up Coco Gauff at
No. 11.

Federer unranked for 1st 
time in 25 years; Djokovic to No. 7

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII))::

While not ruling a come-
back to the political crease,
India all-rounder-turned-min-
ister-turned coach Lakshmi
Ratan Shukla said he decided
to return to the cricketing
greens as he had much more
to offer to the gentleman’s
game, the first love of his life.

The 42-year-old ex-minis-
ter of state for youth services
and sports said quitting poli-
tics was “quite tough , but
the decision was prompted
by realisation that he still had

a lot to give back to the
game. “I realised that I have
so much to offer to this beau-
tiful sport. I knew it was the
right time to harness the bud-
ding talents of Bengal and
prepare them for a place in
the cricketing sun, Shukla
told PTI during an exclusive
interaction at its Kolkata
office. Shukla, who made his
debut in India colours against
Sri Lanka in 1999, runs two
cricket academies one in
Howrah and another in
Jhargram where coaching is
provided free of cost. The
`Howrah boy’ has 6217 runs
and 172 wickets to his credit
in first class matches.

“Baba (father) used to
coach me and my brother,
but he could not send us to
cricket academies due to
financial constraints. This
has always been on my mind
since childhood. So, when I
got an opportunity, I decided
to open these training cen-
tres.

I still have much more to
offer to cricket: Laxmi Ratan 

Former Indian cricketer
and politician Lakshmi
Ratan Shukla in Kolkata. 

The Hague, July 11 (AP):

Sari van Veenendaal,
goalkeeper and captain of
the defending champion
Netherlands, has been
ruled out for the remain-
der of the Women’s
European Championship
after injuring her shoul-
der in her team’s 1-1 draw
with Sweden in their
Group C opener.

Van Veenendaal will re-
turn to the Netherlands
on Monday and be re-
placed by Feyenoord goal-
keeper Jacintha Weimar,
the Dutch soccer associa-
tion said.

It is terrible news.
Firstly for Sari, of course,
but also for our entire
team, Netherlands coach
Mark Parsons said. Sari is
much more than a player
in our squad. She is our
captain and an important
leader. We are going to
miss her a lot.

Van Veenendaal flat-
tened defenders Stefanie
van der Gragt and Lynn
Wilms while defending a
free kick against Sweden
at Sheffield United’s
Bramall Lane on
Saturday. Van Veenendaal
received attention in the
aftermath and was forced
off around 10 minutes
later.

Van Veenendaal’s de-
parture is a second set-
back for the Netherlands,
which won the European
title when hosting the
tournament in 2017. On
Sunday, the team an-
nounced that midfielder
Jackie Groenen was in
isolation after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19.

The Netherlands next
plays Portugal in Leigh on
Wednesday. Portugal
bounced back from an
early two-goal deficit to
draw 2-2 with
Switzerland.

Netherlands captain Van Veenendaal
out of Euros with injury

Kolkata woman reunited with kin after
spending 2 months on Mumbai streets 

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The Mumbai police have
reunited a 29-year-old
woman with her family in
Kolkata, two months after
she came here aspiring for
a bright career, but ended
up spending days on streets
as she had no money, an of-
ficial said on Monday. A few
days back, the Sahar police
in Mumbai got a call from a
person saying a woman
near the airport was in
need of help.

The police went to spot
and enquired with the

woman, who identified her-
self as Leena Mukherjee.
She told the police that she
had worked with an insur-
ance company in Kolkata,
West Bengal. She came
here in search of a better
job, but failed to get it,
Sahar police station's assis-
tant inspector Kiran Kale
said.

She had brought some
money from home, but it
got exhausted, hence she
had been sleeping on
streets and other places in
Mumbai, he said. The
woman also told the police
that she had lost her mobile
phone and was not able to
contact her family mem-

bers in Kolkata, he said.
The Sahar police later got
in touch with officials at
the Garden Reach police
station in Kolkata, under
whose jurisdiction the
woman used to reside, and
asked them to contact her
family members.

The woman's family
members identified her, the
official said, adding that
her father is bed-ridden
and the family is financial-
ly weak. "We kept her at the
women staffers' room in
Sahar police station. The
police provided her food, a
train ticket and money for
travelling back to her
home," the official said.

Ranchi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Preparations are under-
way for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Tuesday
visit to Jharkhand's
Deoghar district, where he
is scheduled to inaugurate
multiple projects, includ-
ing an airport, officials
said. Modi will also lay
foundation stones for fresh
projects and take part in
an 11.5-km-long road show,
a senior police officer said,
adding that security has
been tightened in the dis-
trict.

The PM, during the
visit, will pay obeisance at
Baba Baidyanath Dham
Temple, one of the 12
Jyotirlingas, the officer
said. An official release
maintained that the prime
minister will lay founda-
tion and inaugurate proj-
ects worth Rs 16,000 crore
in Jharkhand.

The 657-acre airport,
which will be dedicated to
the people of the region on
the occasion, has been
built at a cost of Rs 401
crore. Low-cost carrier
IndiGo had last week an-
nounced that it would
launch the Kolkata-
Deoghar flight service on
July 12.

Enthusiasm was palpa-
ble among BJP workers on
Monday over the PM's pro-
gramme, with some of the
saffron party leaders, in-
cluding Lok Sabha MP
Nishikant Dubey, calling
the 11.5-km-long road
show a historic event .

According to the senior
police officer, lakhs of peo-
ple are expected to witness
or take part in the road
show on Tuesday, and
measures are being taken
in the region to ensure
that the programme pass-
es off smoothly.

Drones will be deployed
to monitor the entire road-
show, the officer stated. He
also said that people from
far and wide had been ar-
riving in Deoghar to par-
ticipate in the Shravani
mela, which is set to com-
mence on July 14, and
arrangements have been
made for their safety, too.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had on Sunday held
a high-level meeting with
senior officials and police
officers to take stock of the
preparations and security
arrangements ahead of
the PM's visit.

Of the projects that are
set to get inaugurated on
Tuesday include an in-pa-
tient Department (IPD)
and operation theatre
services at AIIMS,
Deoghar, and amenities
constructed at Baba
Baidyanath temple for
tourists.

Ahmedabad, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Several parts of dis-
tricts in south and central
Gujarat, including
Ahmedabad, received very
heavy rainfall over the last
24 hours, resulting in a
flood-like situation in vari-
ous low-lying areas from
where over 6,000 people
were shifted to safer
places, officials said on
Monday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called up
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and took
details of the situation. He
assured Patel of all possi-
ble help from the central
government, the Chief

Minister's Office (CMO)
said in a statement.

Due to the widespread
rains, 388 roads, including
state highways and pan-
chayat roads, were closed.
Efforts were on to open
them for the traffic.
Thirteen teams of the
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and 16 of the State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) have been de-
ployed to carry out rescue
operations, a government
release said.

Thirteen dams have
been put on 'high alert' and
eight on 'alert' as their
water level rose due to the
heavy showers, it said.

The IMD has forecast
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall with isolated extreme-
ly heavy showers during

the next five days in south
Gujarat, and heavy down-
pour in central parts of
the state and Saurashtra.

Ahmedabad city re-
ceived 219 mm downpour
on Sunday night, causing
water-logging in many res-
idential areas and flooding
on underpasses and roads.
Several areas in the city
inundated, resulting in
hardships for commuters.

Schools and colleges in
the city were closed on
Monday.

Narmada and Chhota
Udepur districts in central
Gujarat, and Surat, Tapi
and Valsad in south
Gujarat have been badly
affected due to the heavy
downpour. In Valsad dis-
trict, a helicopter was used
to rescue around 10 people
from a village where they

were stranded due to flood-
ing in the Auranga river,
revenue official Madhavi
Mistry said.

Nearly 1,000 people were
shifted to safer places from
various rain-hit areas in
Valsad and 15 rescued, five
of them from an urban
area, she said.

In Chhota Udepur dis-
trict, Bodeli taluka re-
cieved 549 mm rainfall and
Kwant taluka 432 mm
rainfall in the 24-hour pe-
riod till 6 am on Monday,
leading to water entering
many areas.

The Uchh and Heran
rivers in the district were
in spate, and caused flood-
ing in low-lying areas. A
total of 5,245 people were
evacuated and more than
350 rescued, an official
said.

In Bodeli town, river wa-
ters entered many residen-
tial areas. The movement
of four passenger trains
and an express train was
affected after tracks be-
tween Chandod and Ekta
Nagar sections were
washed away, a Western
Railway official said.

Panchmahal, Dang,
Navsari, Valsad, Tapi and
Kheda districts were also
affected by heavy rains, an
official from the State
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said.

In all, 218 out of 251
talukas in Gujarat re-
ceived rainfall in the 24-
hour period till 6 am on
Monday, it said. The state
has so far received 36 per
cent of its average annual
rainfall, as per the data
shared by the SEOC.

‘Overwhelming support
in favour of SUP ban’

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Eighty-three per cent of
the 1.76 lakh people sur-
veyed across Indian cities
support the ban on single-
use plastic (SUP), according
to a location-based social
network application.
However, 62.8 per cent of
the respondents believe
that the ban will cause
some inconvenience to
their day-to-day lives.

A ban on the use of sin-
gle-use plastics was notified
by the Union Environment
Ministry in August 2021
and came into effect on July
1. In less than a week, the
ban has done away with dis-
posable plastics like straws,

cutlery, earbuds, cigarette
packs, and plastic sticks for
balloons among many oth-
ers. According to the Public
App, 83.06 per cent respon-
dents said that they want to
see their country soar with
the newly implemented de-
cision and are willing to
"change their lives" for the
betterment of the society.
"Although some environ-
mentally-safe products
come at a premium and
switching to alternatives
seem to be a task, Indians
are ready to bear it. Close to
80 per cent of Indians are
willing to switch to environ-
mentally safe products to
protect the environment,"
the survey showed.

Churning in AIADMK 
gives DMK leverage

Chennai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK in
Tamil Nadu stands to elec-
torally gain to a signifi-
cant extent and the BJP,
though now on the fringes,
could aspire to get more
electoral space in the wake
of churning in the
AIADMK.

Although a huge chunk
of party workers and of-
fice-bearers are apparent-
ly with the dominant
leader Edappadi K
Palaniswami, ousted fig-
urehead O Panneerselvam
does have a clout among
sections of party workers
in select regions of Tamil
Nadu. At the same time V
K Sasikala, confidante of

late party matriarch J
Jayalalithaa is staking
claim to the late leader's
legacy. Dramatically, she
declared that both
Panneerselvam and
Palaniswami were mere
'shadows' while she is the
'truth', meaning she is the
real leader. Her remark

comes following the expul-
sion of Panneerselvam
and the violence wit-
nessed in the AIADMK
headquarters.

Narrating an anecdote
to her supporters in
Pudukottai District, she in
a veiled manner hit out at
both of them and said

party workers rallied only
behind her. Apparently,
Sasikala has underscored
that she continues to be in
the race to wrest the
party's leadership. She as-
serted that she would
unify and steer the
AIADMK towards victory.

Along with Sasikala,
her nephew TTV
Dhinakaran who heads a
separate outfit is also in
the race for pro-AIADMK
and anti-DMK votes. This
leaves the field open to as
many as 4 players includ-
ing the dominant leader
Palaniswami to fight for
the legacy AIADMK votes.
Dhinakaran's Amma
Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam played spoil-
sport for the AIADMK in a
number of constituencies
in the Assembly election
held last year.

p 6,000 people 
evacuated
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Mahendra Pitale, a survivor of the 2006 Mumbai train blast, with his one hand amputated pays tribute at a memorial
during the anniversary of 7/11 train blast, at Mahim railway station in Mumbai, Monday.

TRAIN BLAST ANNIV

A poster created by ASHA workers on World Population Day, at Bangalore Medical College and Research Institute
in Bengaluru, Monday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
general council members react after party leader
Edappadi K. Palaniswami got elected as interim General
Secretary of the party, during the general council meeting
of AIADMK, in Chennai, Monday.

SURVEY RESULT Flood-like situation parts of Gujarat after heavy rainsGoa Cong files petitions
with Speaker to disquali-

fy MLAs Lobo, Kamat
PPaannaajjii,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Monday filed pe-
titions with the Goa Assembly
Speaker Ramesh Tawadkar
seeking disqualification of its
MLAs Michael Lobo and
Digambar Kamat. The
Congress has accused the two
MLAs of hobnobbing with the
ruling BJP to bring about a
split in the opposition party. 

Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee president Amit
Patkar said disqualification pe-
titions have been filed against
Lobo and Kamat, adding that
the Speaker had been in-
formed about the party's deci-
sion to remove Lobo as Leader
of Opposition in the Assembly.
"Disqualification petitions
have been filed against both
the MLAs as they have volun-
tarily given up membership of
the party. 

Security beefed up for
PM’s J’khand visit

Deogarh airport, other projects to be unveiled

Thackeray writes to
15 MLAs backing him

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI):
Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray has written a let-
ter to 15 MLAs who contin-
ue to back him despite a re-
bellion in the party, lauding
them for their "loyalty" to-
wards the 56-year-old organ-
isation and not falling prey
to any inducements or
threats to switch sides. In
the letter dated July 6,
Thackeray, who resigned as
the chief minister of
Maharashtra late last
month following the rebel-
lion, said Sena founder late
Bal Thackeray had always
preached loyalty towards
the party and that legisla-
tors who stayed back with
him followed his teachings.
As a Shiv Sena MLA, you
diligently followed his (Bal
Thackeray's) teachings of
loyalty. You did not fall prey
to threats or inducements
and remained loyal to the
Shiv Sena. Maharashtra is
proud of your stand and
this will also strengthen the
party, the letter said.

Lauds them for loyalty
towards party

Sealdah station of Kolkata metro inaugurated
Howrah (WB), Jul 11 (PTI): 

Union minister Smriti
Irani on Monday inaugu-
rated the Sealdah metro
station of East-West corri-
dor, which will help people
living in Kolkata's suburbs
to reach IT hub of Sector 5
without hassle. Irani inau-
gurated the station virtu-
ally from Howrah Maidan,
the terminal station of the
16.6-km corridor on the
other side of river
Hooghly.

Trains were so far run-
ning between Sector 5 and
Phoolbagan. Commercial
services till Sealdah will
begin on Thursday, taking
the total operational
length of the corridor to 9

km. Irani said the 2.33-km
extension up to Sealdah
will help around 35,000
passengers in their daily
commute.

Local TMC MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay and MLA
Paresh Pal boycotted the
programme, alleging that
Indian Railways "insulted"
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee by inviting her at
the "last minute" for the in-
auguration of the station,
located in central Kolkata.

The metro station will
link suburban train serv-
ices at Sealdah, one of the
busiest terminal railway
stations in the country,
providing connectivity to
the passengers travelling
to Salt Lake and the IT hub

of Sector 5. The metro au-
thorities are pinning
hopes that the extension of
services up to Sealdah will

significantly increase the
number of passengers in
the partially operational
East-West metro corridor,

which is suffering from
low patronage. When fully
operational, the line will
connect Howrah to Salt
Lake via Kolkata. A part of
the line has been built
under the river bed of
Hooghly, making it the
first underwater metro
system in the country.

The foundation stone for
the corridor was laid in
February 2009 by then
chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee in presence
of then Union minister
Pranab Mukherjee.
Kolkata boasts of the
country's first metro rail
system -- the North-South
Line, which at present op-
erates from Dumdum to
Kavi Subhas.

Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti
Irani virtually inaugurates Sealdah Metro station of the
East-West Metro corridor, at Howrah Maidan Metro sta-
tion in Howrah, Monday.



Propose
GGaannggttookk:: The Sikkim gov-
ernment on Monday pro-
posed to revise the mini-
mum wages of unskilled
workers in the hilly state
to Rs 500 from earlier Rs
300. A notification issued
in the Official Gazette
said the proposed new
wages of semi skilled
workers have been
increased from 
Rs 320 to Rs 520 and that
of skilled workers from 
Rs 335 to Rs 535.

Swept away 
NNaaggppuurr::  A 40-year-old
woman and her teen
daughter were swept
away in a flooded nul-
lah (major drain) in
Hingna area of Nagpur
city, a police official
said on Monday. The
incident took place in
Isasani on Sunday night
and the deceased have
been identified as
Sukmibai Mhatre and
her daughter Archana
(17),  the MIDC police
station official said.

Watery grave
MMiirrzzaappuurr::  Three men
drowned in Chuna Dari
Waterfall here while on
a picnic, police said on
Monday. The waterfall,
which comes under
Ahraura Police Station
area, was immediately
closed for tourists by
the District Magistrate
and the Superintendent
of Police, Mirzapur, till
further orders.

Collapse
TThhaannee::  The front eleva-
tion on the third floor of
a building in Thane city
collapsed on Monday
afternoon, though there
were no reports of any-
one getting injured, a
civic official said. The
building is 35 years old
and the incident led to a
two-wheeler and a car
getting damaged, Thane
Municipal Corporation
regional disaster man-
agement 
cell chief Avinash Sawant
told PTI.

Surrender
LLuuddhhiiaannaa:: Lok Insaaf
Party chief and former
MLA Simarjeet Singh
Bains on Monday sur-
rendered before a
court here in connec-
tion with a rape case.
The 52-year-old Bains
surrendered in the
court of Additional
Chief Judicial
Magistrate
Harsimranjit Singh. The
court sent the former
legislator to the three-
day police custody.

SCENIC BEAUTY

Boatmen steer across the Hoogly river as monsoon clouds fill the evening sky, in Nadia, Monday.
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BRIEF

Licypriya Kangujam, 
a 10-year-old climate activist
started an initiative Plastic
Money Shop to eliminate

single-use plastic waste, at
Delhi University 

in New Delhi.
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New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

In a relief to Shiv Sena
MLAs of the Uddhav
Thackeray faction, the
Supreme Court Monday
asked newly-elected
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
not to proceed with the plea
seeking their disqualifica-
tion which was sought by
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde group on the
ground of defying party
whip during the trust vote
and the election of the
speaker. The top court is
seized of several petitions
of the Thackeray faction
arising out of the rebellion
in Shiv Sena which first led
to the downfall of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment led by the Sena

supremo and the conse-
quential appointment of
Shinde as his successor
with the help of BJP. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari
and Hima Kohli took note
of the submissions of sen-
ior advocates led by Kapil
Sibal that several pleas of
the Uddhav faction, which
were to be listed on
Monday, have not been list-
ed for hearing. The court
had said the petitions
would be listed on July 11. I
urge that there should be
no disqualification till the
matter is decided here,
Sibal said, adding that ear-
lier the top court had pro-
tected the rebel MLAs
when they had approached
it. Our disqualification pe-

tition is listed tomorrow be-
fore the speaker... Either
way, there should not be
any disqualification till the
matter is decided. These
matters have to be decided
here, the senior lawyer
said. Mr (Tushar) Mehta
(Solicitor General who was
appearing for the
Governor), You please in-
form the assembly speaker
not to take any hearing. Let
us see, we will hear the mat-
ter, the bench said. The so-
licitor general (SG) said
though he was appearing
for Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari and he would con-
vey the message to the as-
sembly speaker. The court
said the matter be listed
after Tuesday after setting
up the bench. On July 3,
Rahul Narvekar of the BJP

was elected Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly. He
had polled 164 votes and de-
feated Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena candidate
Rajan Salvi, who got 107
votes. A day before the floor
test, Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker
Narvekar had recognised
Gogawale as the Shiv
Sena’s chief whip, remov-
ing Sunil Prabhu, who be-
longs to the Thackeray fac-
tion.

After winning the trust
vote in the state Assembly
on July 4, the Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena had
issued a notice to 14 legisla-
tors from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp for violat-
ing a whip issued by the
Sena whip and Shinde loy-
alist Bharat Gogawale.

Sukma, Jul 11: A Naxal
couple involved in sever-
al deadly attacks on secu-
rity forces and carrying
a reward of Rs 5 lakh
each on their heads sur-
rendered on Monday in
Sukma district, a police
official said.

Madkam Hidma and
his wife Kuram Hungi,
who are area committee
members of the self-
styled Kandhamal-
K a l a h a n d i - B o u d h -
Nayagarh (KKBN) divi-
sion of the Odisha State
Committee of the out-
lawed CPI (Maoist), laid
down arms due to their
disillusionment with the
Naxal ideology, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

“They carried rewards of
Rs 5 lakh each. Hidma
was involved in the
Burkapal (Sukma)
Maoist ambush in 2017,
in which 25 security per-
sonnel were killed, and
planting IED to target se-
curity forces in
Palodipara (Basebatti) in
2019,” he said. “Hungi
was involved in the
Nilivaya (Dantewada)
ambush attack in 2018, in
which seven jawans died,
and a Naxal attack in
which 17 security per-
sonnel were killed in
Minpa in Sukma in
2020,” Sharma added.
While Hidma was active
for16 years and Hungi for
12 years in the Bastar di-
vision of the Kerlapal
Area Committee, the
couple was transferred
to KKBN division in
Odisha last year, the SP
said.

4.3 magnitude quake
hits Korea district

No casualty

AAmmbbiikkaappuurr:: A moderate earth-
quake of 4.3 magnitude hit
some parts of Korea district in
north Chhattisgarh on Monday
morning, officials said. There
were so far no report of any
casualty or property damage,
they said. Korea district is
located around 300 km from
the state capital Raipur. A 4.3-
magnitude earthquake was felt
in an area around Baikunthpur,
the headquarters of Korea dis-
trict adjoining Madhya
Pradesh, at 8.10 am. The epi-
centre of the quake was 16 km
away from Baikunthpur in
west-north direction,” meteor-
ologist Akshya Mohan Bhatt in
Ambikapur said. It was a mod-
erate earthquake which does
not cause a major destruction,
but may damage ‘kutcha’
(mud) houses, he said. So far,
there has been no report of loss
of life or property damage, he
said. According to the local
administration, officials have
been instructed to carefully
monitor the situation and
report any damage caused due
to the seismic activity.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday unveiled the na-
tional emblem cast on the
roof of the new
Parliament building here.

The inauguration of the
emblem, which is made up
of bronze with a total
weight of 9,500 kg and is
6.5 metre in height, marks
the first major milestone
ahead of the new build-
ing’s scheduled opening
for later this year.
Authorities have main-
tained that Parliament’s
Winter session will be held
there. Officials said the
emblem has been cast at
the top of the central foyer
of the new Parliament
building, and a supporting
structure of steel weigh-
ing around 6,500 kg has

been constructed to sup-
port it. The concept sketch
and process of casting of
the national emblem on
the roof of the new
Parliament building has
gone through eight differ-

ent stages of preparation
from clay modelling and
computer graphics to
bronze casting and polish-
ing, they said. Modi was
joined by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Rajya

Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and Urban
Development Minister
Hardeep Singh at the inau-
guration. He also attended
a religious ceremony at
the site.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday sentenced fugi-
tive businessman Vijay
Mallya to four months in
jail for committing con-
tempt of court, saying he
never showed any remorse
nor tendered any apology
for his conduct and ade-
quate punishment must be
imposed to maintain the
majesty of the law.

The apex court directed
the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) to secure
the presence of Mallya,
who is in the United
Kingdom since March
2016, to undergo the sen-
tence. A bench headed by
Justice U U Lalit also im-

posed a fine of Rs 2,000 on
Mallya, who was held
guilty of committing con-
tempt of court by the top
court on May 9, 2017, for
transferring USD 40 mil-
lion to his children in vio-
lation of court orders.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices S R Bhat
and P S Narasimha, direct-
ed that Mallya and the
beneficiaries under the
said transactions relating

to USD 40 million shall be
bound to deposit the
amount received along
with interest at the rate of
eight per cent per annum
with the concerned recov-
ery officer within four
weeks.

It said in case the
amounts are not deposit-
ed, the concerned recov-
ery officer shall be entitled
to take appropriate pro-
ceedings for recovery of
money and the
Government of India and
all concerned agencies
shall extend assistance
and complete cooperation.

“It shall be open to take
such appropriate steps in-
cluding the appointment
of forensic auditor(s),” the
bench said in its 19-page
order.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Fourteen candidates
have got the perfect score
in the engineering en-
trance exam JEE-Main,
results of which were an-
nounced on Monday, ac-
cording to the National
Testing Agency (NTA).

Maximum candidates
bagging the top score in
the first edition of JEE-
Main, 2022 are from
Telangana (4) followed by
Andhra Pradesh (3).

The top scorers from
Telangana are Jasti
Yashwanth VVS, Rupesh
Biyani, Aniket
Chattopadhyay and
Dheeraj Kurukunda.

Koyayana Suhas,
Penikalpati Ravi Kishore
are Polisetty Karthikeya
are the top scorers from

Andhra Pradesh. Other
candidates who scored
100 are Sarthak
Maheshwari (Haryana),
Kushagra Srivastava
(Jharkhand), Mrinal
Garg (Punjab), Sneha
Pareek (Assam), Navya
(Rajasthan), Boya Harsen
Sathvik (Karnataka) and
Saumitra Garg (Uttar
Pradesh)

“Over 8.7 lakh candi-
dates had registered for
the exam while 7.69 lakh
had appeared. The exam-
ination was conducted at
588 examination centres
in 407 cities, including 17
cities outside India in
Manama, Doha, Dubai,
Kathmandu, Muscat,
Riyadh, Sharjah,
Singapore, Kuwait City,
Kuala Lumpur, Lagos,
Colombo, Jakarta,

Vienna, Moscow, Port
Louis, and Bangkok,” a
senior NTA official said.

“Over 550 observers,
424 city-coordinators, 18
regional coordinators,
369 deputy and independ-
ent observers, two na-
tional coordinators were
deployed at the examina-
tion centres to oversee
the smooth and fair con-
duct of the examina-
tion,” he added.

The official explained
that the NTA score is not
the same as percentage
of marks obtained.

“NTA scores are nor-
malised scores across
multi session papers and
are based on relative per-
formance of all those
who appeared for the ex-
amination in one ses-
sion.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has asked
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to depose before it
on July 21 for questioning
in the National Herald
newspaper-linked money-
laundering case, officials
said on Monday.

Gandhi (75) was issued a
second summons by the
federal probe agency for
June 23, but the Congress
leader could not keep the
date as she was “strictly
advised to rest at home fol-
lowing her hospitalisation
on account of COVID-19
and a lung infection”.

Gandhi had sought post-
poning of the June 23 sum-
mons by four weeks and
hence, she has been asked
to depose before the
agency on July 21, the offi-

cials said. The Congress
president was first issued
the notice for appearance
on June 8, but after she
tested positive for Covid,
the summons for June 23
was issued.

Her son and Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi has
been questioned by the
agency in connection with
the case for over 50 hours
in sessions spread across
five days.

The probe relates to al-
leged financial irregulari-
ties in the Congress-pro-
moted Young Indian
Private Limited, which
owns the National Herald
newspaper.

The move to question
the Gandhis was initiated
after the ED late last year
lodged a fresh case under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA),
following a trial court here
taking cognisance of an
income-tax department
probe against Young
Indian on the basis of a
private criminal com-
plaint filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy in
2013. Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi are among the pro-
moters and majority
shareholders of Young
Indian. Like her son, the
Congress president too
has 38 per cent sharehold-
ing in the company.

Swamy had accused the
Gandhis and others of
conspiring to cheat and
misappropriate funds,
with Young Indian paying
only Rs 50 lakh to obtain
the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that Associated
Journals Limited (AJL)
owed to the Congress.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Monsoon
Session, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and the
three service chiefs on
Monday briefed a parlia-
mentary panel on
‘Agnipath’, but six opposi-
tion members demanded a
rethink on the new mili-
tary recruitment scheme
and its withdrawal. At the
nearly two-hour meeting
where the members of the
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Consultative Committee
on Defence were given a
presentation, Singh sought
to allay their concerns, in-
cluding related to possible
impact on operational
readiness of the forces.
The three chiefs of the
armed forces also briefed
the members of parlia-

ment about the scheme,
which had sparked violent
protests for days and was
criticised by many opposi-
tion parties . Opposition
members, including those
from the Congress, the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and the RJD raised
objections to the new re-
cruitment scheme and said
it should be rolled back.

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Thirteen of the 18 Lok
Sabha MPs of the Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra on
Monday physically attend-
ed a key meeting on the
presidential elections and
a majority of them sug-
gested supporting the BJP-
led NDA’s candidate
Droupadi Murmu, party
leader Gajanan Kiritkar
said. However, party MP
and chief spokesperson
Sanjay Raut claimed of the
18 MPs in the Lok Sabha,
15 attended the meeting
held at ‘Matoshree’, the
private residence of Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray in suburban
Bandra. He did not provide
details. Besides 18 Lok
Sabha members in

Maharashtra, the Shiv
Sena also has its MP,
Kalaben Delkar, in the
Union Territory of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu.

Kiritkar said 13 MPs
physically attended the
meeting, while three oth-
ers — Sanjay Jadhav,
Sanjay Mandlik and
Hemant Patil — could not
make it to the gathering,
but affirmed their support
to the leadership. Most of
the MPs were of the opin-
ion that the party should
support Droupadi Murmu,
Kirtikar told PTI.

Two Lok Sabha MPs of
the Sena - Bhawana Gawali
and Shrikant Shinde (son
of Chief minister Eknath
Shinde) - did not attend the
meeting, he added.

JOLT TO UDDHAV FACTION

13 Sena MPs attend Prez poll
meet; most back Murmu

COMMENDABLE ACHIEVEMENT 

JEE Main: 14 candidates score perfect 100
Rajnath  briefs Par panel

on Agnipath scheme
Congress’s Manish Tewari

refuses to sign Oppn’s letter

The Congress faced a big embar-
rassment today over its protest
letter on the controversial
Agnipath recruitment scheme
for the armed forces. Senior
leader Manish Tewari — who
earlier handed the party
moments of deep discomfort
with his public criticism —
refused to sign the letter.

National Herald Case

ED asks Sonia to appear before it on July 21

PM unveils national emblem on Parl building
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during the 
unveiling ceremony 

of a bronze 
national emblem at new
Parliament building, in

New Delhi, Monday.

Oppn slams PM
Opposition parties slammed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday over the unveiling
of a cast of the national
emblem atop the new
Parliament building, hurling a
slew of accusations ranging
from the absence of opposition
leaders, conducting a religious
ceremony on Parliament prem-
ises and “subverting” the prin-
ciple of constitutional separa-
tion of powers. Modi unveiled
the national emblem cast on
the roof of the new Parliament
building and also attended a
religious ceremony at the site.

SC sentences Vijay Mallya
to four months in jail 

 For contempt

Naxal couple 
surrenders in Sukma
 Involved in several

deadly attacks
on security forces

SENA VS SENA

Don’t act on disqualification
plea: SC to Maha Speaker

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, July 11: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
situation of city sanitation
between Supela to Gada
Chowk on Monday. He trav-
elled on foot to inspect the
entire area. During the in-
spection, he found that
garbage was spread near a
sweets shop near Supela
Chowk.

The Municipal
Commissioner directed the
officials to impose a fine for
spreading garbage. In com-

pliance with the instruc-
tions, a fine of Rs 7000
was collected from the
shopkeeper for spread-
ing garbage. Similarly,
they fined three other
people for the same rea-
son.

The Municipal
Commissioner asked the
shopkeepers to keep the
surroundings clean and
put the garbage in the
dustbins only. It is
mandatory for every
shopkeeper to have a dust-
bin so that proper disposal
of waste can be done.

For the past several days,

people have been repeated-
ly advised not to put
garbage on roadsides and
other places. Still, the

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has to take ac-
tion and impose fines on
the people. BMC will con-

tinue taking action against
the people who continue to
pollute the city and spoil
the beauty of the city.

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner also inspect-
ed the entire Laxmi

Market.
He interacted with the

shopkeepers and in-
structed them to keep
their goods and saleable
items within their prem-
ises and prescribed lim-
its. At the same time, he
gave necessary direc-
tions to the officials re-
garding tree plantation.
He gave instructions to
the health officer to re-
move the garbage from
drains.
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar along with of-
ficials inspected the area

near Ekta Chowk in Kurud.
Illegal encroachment has
resulted in traffic jams at
many places. He directed
the officers to raze the ille-
gal structures so that the
traffic jams can be avoided
and possibility of accidents
reduced.

During the inspection,
Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad and Pooja
Pillai, Executive Engineer
in-charge Kuldeep Gupta,
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Zone
Health Officer Ankit
Saxena and Anil Mishra
were present.

Amrita Devi
Bhilai:
A m r i t a
D e v i ,
wife of
L a t e
B h a j a n
L a l
Y a d a v

left for heavenly abode
at the age of 78 years on
Monday.

Funeral procession
will be taken out from
her residence situated at
Sector 01, Street 07, Qr
No 27-B on July 12
around 12:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was
the mother of Rajendra
Yadav and Rajnath
Yadav.

OBITUARY

Administration pulls up socks to prevent Covid
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11:
Considering the rising
cases of Coronavirus in-
fection, the administra-
tion has once again pulled
up its socks to fight the
pandemic. Extensive vac-
cination drives will be con-
ducted in the next 15 days
and the number of testing
will also be increased.

While addressing the
health officials, District
Collector Pushpendra
Meena said that there is a
need to be very vigilant
about Covid and in the
next fifteen days.

The health staff should
work on comprehensive
vaccination and testing.

Covid cases have in-
creased in Durg district.
There are 272 active cases
at present. Of these, 7 are
admitted in the hospital.
In such a situation, it is
necessary for the entire
system to be on alert mode
at all times keeping in
mind the possibility of in-
creasing cases of Covid.

Collector Pushpendra
Meena gave these instruc-
tions in a meeting of
health officials. He in-
quired in detail about the
medical infrastructure
and asked the officials to
ensure that all the instru-
ments are in effective
working condition.

He directed them to con-
stitute a monitoring team.

The Collector said that
there is a need to specially
focus on testing in the
health centers. The pri-
mary contacts of the pa-
tients who are tested posi-
tive should also be moni-

tored.
Along with this, he

asked the officials to moni-
tor the arrangements for
effective testing at railway
stations. The Collector
said that vaccination is the

most effective tool to fight
covid. He asked them to
keep an eye on the target
of vaccination and make
sure that the dosage of all
sections of people includ-
ing frontline workers is

complete.
School children who

have missed out on vacci-
nation are to be brought
under the ambit of vacci-
nation. CMHO Dr JP
Meshram and other offi-
cials were present in the
meeting.

Collector sought the
data of Haat Bazaars from
the Health Department of-
ficials. He said that about
60 patients are traced
Covid Positive from every
Haat-bazar. The markets
in which the number of
patients is lesser, special
review will have to be
done.

He said that all possible
measures must be taken
for early detection of pa-

tients and provide benefits
of health services close to
home.

The Collector said that
appreciable work has been
done regarding health
cards in Durg district. It is
one of the best facilities of
the government. No one
should be deprived of this
facility. At the village level,
Mitanin and the secretary
should see that its target is
achieved and all the bene-
ficiaries get cards.

He instructed to work
specifically in this direc-
tion for the next two
weeks. The Collector also
reviewed in detail all the
aspects related to health
including institutional de-
livery.

BSF jawans participate
in Run for Steel

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11: The jawans
and officers of Border
Security Force enthusiasti-
cally participated in Run for
Steel organised by the
Bhilai Steel Plant under the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava.
The 2.5 km run was flagged
off by KK Singh (ED, P&A,
BSP). The personnel and of-
ficers of BSF Frontier
Headquarters and common

people enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the event.
Acting IG (BSF, Frontier
Headquarters, Special
Operations, Chhattisgarh)
Arvinder Singh encouraged
the participants and spoke
about the health benefits of
running and regular exer-
cise. He added that running
and exercise not only im-
proves health but also pro-
motes unity, brotherhood
and discipline.

Collector Jandarshan receives 62 applications
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, July 11: A resi-
dent of Hari Nagar,
Katulbod, whose husband
has passed away due to
Covid-19, had reached
Collector Jandarshan on
Monday with an applica-
tion. As she had not re-
ceived the investigation re-
port from the hospital, she
was unable to get the in-
surance claim. The appli-
cant stated that in the year
2021 her husband died dur-
ing the treatment of
Covid-19 at CCM Hospital
Kachandur.

To get the amount of in-
surance after death, the in-
surance company is ask-
ing for a detailed report of
the investigations done by
the hospital. But CCM
Medical Hospital
Kachandur is not provid-
ing her the details of the
investigations. The appli-
cant stated that she needs
the medical reports for the

insurance and group in-
surance amount and PF
claims made by the family.

She had already submit-
ted an application at CCM
Hospital and has contact-
ed the staff several times.
But till date she has not re-
ceived the detailed report.
The applicant further stat-
ed that the hospital staff
gave her an oral reply that

a detailed report is not re-
quired for the insurance
claim. They added that
they do not provide de-
tailed reports in writing.

Due to non settlement of
insurance claims, the ap-
plicant is going through a
financial crisis. She re-
quested the Collector to in-
struct the officials to pro-
vide a detailed medical in-

vestigation report so that
she could file an insurance
claim. Taking cognizance
of the situation, the
Collector directed the con-
cerned officer to take
prompt action.

An application was sub-
mitted by the residents of
Potiya Kala ward. They
complained about the im-
moral activities near the

old pond complex of ward
number 54. The applicant
stated that the ancient
pond located in Potiya
Kala was made by the an-
cestors. Various organisa-
tions have pledged to
maintain its purity and
prestige.

But some anti-social ele-
ments are trying to con-
taminate this pond and its
surrounding environ-
ment. Drinkers and drug
addicts gather here to con-
sume liquor. The unruly
elements have turned this
place into a gambling den.
Due to the apathy of the
police administration,
their courage is rising day
by day.

The applicant is request-
ed to the Collector to in-
struct the Police depart-
ment for conducting sur-
prise inspections or pa-
trolling at regular inter-
vals. Increased presence of
police will definitely avoid
any untoward incident. In

view of the seriousness of
the application, the
Collector asked the con-
cerned official to provide a
detailed report and as-
sured the applicants of ap-
propriate action.

An old lady had also
reached Jandarshan with
an application. She was
unable to take advantage
of government schemes
due to non-availability of
Aadhar card. She stated
that for the last many
years she has been trying
to get the Aadhar card.
Her problem has not been
solved yet.

She requested the
Collector to get her an
Aadhar card soon so that
she could apply for govern-
ment schemes in this old
age and take advantage.
The Collector sent the ap-
plication to the concerned
officer and directed for im-
mediate disposal. A total
of 62 applications were re-
ceived in Jandarshan.
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Citizens gather to give strength to bereaved family of Martyr

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 11: A large
number of citizens gath-
ered at Raipur Airport on
Sunday to receive the fam-
ily of Martyr Kapil Dev
Pandey on their arrival to
Raipur from Delhi. After
performing the last rites
of Martyr Kapil Dev
Pandey in Delhi, the fami-
ly returned back to their
hometown.

Officers from COSA
(Army Headquarters), rel-
atives, friends, journal-
ists, former defence per-
sonnel, officials of

District Administration,
Durg Police and college
students gave a tearful
welcome to the bereaved
family.

Martyr's wife Lt Col
Chhavi Pandey, his moth-
er Kusum Pandey, sons -
Abhiraj and Abeer,
Mother-in-law Suman
Arora, sister Bhavana
Pandey (Senior
Journalist and President,
New Press Club of
Bhilai), sister Kanchan
Agrawal and brother-in-
law Pradeep Agrawal
landed at Raipur airport
on Sunday afternoon.

Ex-Servicemen Welfare
Association President
Dinesh Mishra, Durg
District President
Harpreet Bal, ex-service-
man & Congress leader
Arun Singh Sisodia,
renowned educationist
Suman Tripathi, students
of SSIMPT and members
of Yuva Pahal Raipur re-
ceived the family by show-
ering flower petals. They
raised slogans of Bharat
Mata Ki Jai and Shaheed
Kapil DevPandey Amar
Rahe.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government had also

made elaborate arrange-
ments to receive the mar-

tyr's family with full hon-
ours. Top administrative

officials were present at
the Airport. A cavalcade

of army and police cars
drove them back to their
residence situated at
Nehru Nagar (East),
Bhilai.

District Collector
Pushpendra Meena, SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruva, ASP (Rural)
Anant Kumar Sahu. DSP
(Crime) Nasar Siddiqui
and other administrative
officers were present at
Martyr's residence to re-
ceive the family. They ex-
pressed condolences and
paid floral tributes to the
brave soldier who made

supreme sacrifice in lines
of service.

Denizens welcomed
them at different places
during their journey
from Raipur to Durg.
Activists of Shriram
Janmotsava Samiti led by
Rohit Tiwari welcomed
the family at Khursipar
Gate. Journalists, local
leaders and social work-
ers welcomed them at
Supela Square. The mem-
bers of Sapath
Foundation and Nehru
Nagar Residents
Association welcomed
them at Nehru Nagar

BMC Commissioner inspects city sanitation
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION

With hap-hazard parking opposite the complex near Ghadi Chowk, there is generally lot of traffic near the signal
and this makes movement of vehicle slow, causing congestion.

Colposcopy instrumental in identifying cervical cancer at early stage

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 11: To pro-
vide hands-on training
to identify cervical can-
cer early on with the
help of Colposcopy, the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences con-
ducted a CME ‘SSNPP
CME Cum Live
Colposcopy Workshop’.
Experts said that with
new technology, abnor-
mal pap results, the
presence of human pa-
pillomavirus (HPV), or
unexplained bleeding
and similar problems
can be identified in mar-
ried women, resulting

in early treatment.
Department of

Obstetrics and
Gynaecology with
Raipur Obs and Gyne
Society organized a
CME ‘Swasthya Sunder
Nari, Preventing the
Preventable’. Prof. (Dr.)
Nitin M. Nagarkar,

Director, in his inaugu-
ral speech, congratulat-
ed the organizers for
conducting a relevant
CME on Colposcopy.
‘AIIMS is instrumental
in taking the lead role
whenever new technolo-
gy is available for pa-
tients. We must contin-

ue to train new medical
practitioners under
such workshops.
Colposcopy can help
identify cervical cancer.
Given the increased
number of cervical can-
cer patients, he said we
must use it routinely to
identify it at an early

stage.
Prof. Sarita Agrawal,

Dean (Research) and or-
ganizing Chairperson of
the CME, informed that
the department is re-
ceiving around 45 pa-
tients per day in OPD
with abnormal cells in
the cervix which need

VIA or Colposcopy. ‘As
per protocol, we are
screening all married
women above 25 with
suspected cervical can-
cer. If there are any ab-
normal cells found, we
usually conduct a
Colposcopy. Almost 15
patients every day have

to undergo Colposcopy.
It helped to prevent cer-
vical cancer and used to
start early treatment,
she said. She further ex-
plained different re-
search work at the de-
partment and the initia-
tive was taken with
FOGSI.

Dr. Meera Baghel,
CMHO, Raipur suggest-
ed that doctors at the
CHC level can be
trained with
Colposcopy under a
similar training pro-
gram. During the CME,
Dr. Priya Ganesh
Kumar, Chairperson, of
the Gyne oncology
Committee demonstrat-
ed a live demonstration
of the Colposcopy. Dr.
Priya is instrumental in
conducting such a train-
ing program at the na-
tional level. Around 100
doctors participated in
the CME. Dr.
Tabbassum Dalla and
Dr. Monika Pathak
thank AIIMS for provid-
ing hands-on training to
doctors. Dr. Pushpawati
and Dr. Nilaj Bagde also
participated in the
CME.

Person cheating in the
name of job in Army nabbed

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Jul 11: Cheating
innocent youths of cash
in the name of provid-
ing job in the Army by
dressing himself in
Army uniform accused
Pawan Kumar (31) S/o

Motilal Choudhary  was
arrested from Dr
Ambedkar Colony,
Chatarpur, New Delhi
on charges of cheating
youth of cash amount of
Rs 7.50 lakh.

As per information in
this regard, Mohan
Kumar Sahu, S/o
Annad Kumar Sahu
(43), R/o Katipara,
Kortara thana
Charama, District
Kanker had lodged com-
plaint against him. The
victim informed that
his son Rahul Sahu was
cheated by the accused
by showing fake ap-
pointment letters of
three persons in the
Indian Army viz.
Archana Goswami,
Pawan Goswami and
Abhishekh Goswami
and cheated them of Rs

7.50 lakh.
It is based upon the

complaint, the accused
Pawan Kumar was
taken into arrest from
Delhi and on holding de-
tailed inquiry he accept-
ed the crime of cheating
Rahul of recruitment in
the Indian Army with
the help of some of his
friends.

The accused informed
that on words of
Archana Goswami,
Abhishekh Goswami he
used to dressed as an
Armyman and take the
youth into confidence
and then cheat them of
cash. The police has
also seized the Army
uniform which he used
to wear while assuring
youth and the ‘C’ certifi-
cate from his posses-
sion.

Chairman Railway Board 
completes SECR inspection

Raipur/Bilaspur, Jul
11: On the last day of his
three day visit to SECR,
V K Tripathi Chairman
Railway Board inspected
Kusmunda and Deepka
coal sidings along with
Bilaspur-Gewra Road
through window trailing.
He was accompanied by
SECR GM Alok Kumat
and officials of SECL and
higher railway officials.

Earlier Chairman and
CEO Railway Board V K
Tripathi had reached
Raipur by Friday evening
flight. Soon after reach-
ing Raipur he left for
Jharsuguda in the night

by Inspection
Special Train.
He was received
by GM SECR
Alok Kumar
and other high-
er officials.

Tripathi in-
s p e c t e d
Jharsuguda sta-

tion on Saturday morn-
ing and thereafter in-
spected Mahanadi Coal
siding at Brajrajnagar.
After inspecting
Mahanadi Coal siding,
Chairman inspected Ib
Valley Coal siding and
other coal sidings
through window trailing.
In course of his inspect-
ing Mahanadi Coal siding
he talked to MCL officials
in connection with load-
ing. He also gave neces-
sary instructions to
SECR GM and other offi-
cials. Chairman will also
conduct inspection of
SECR on Sunday.

NIT Raipur organizes i-Talk session 

Raipur, Jul 11:
Innovation Cell and
Entrepreneurship Cell of
National Institute of
Technology Raipur organ-
ised an i -Talk session on
innovative startups with
Data Analysis and AI on
11th July, 2022, in hybrid
mode. The event was or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of Dr. S. Gupta,
Professor In-charge, I-Cell.

The speaker of the
event was Ankit
Sinmoraya, an ML
Engineering Manager at

Amazon and an Alumni of
NIT Raipur. In 2022, he
was awarded the 40 under
40 Data Scientist Award by
Analytics India Magazine,

a renowned data science
publication. His passion
for angel investing helps
entrepreneurs working on
promising products by in-

vesting in them at an early
stage. The objective of the
event was to provide a
platform for technophiles
to nurture their young
minds towards accelerat-
ed research and innova-
tion. The students were
enlightened about various
careers in data science, its
large-scale impact and
unique business models
around the globe, especial-
ly in this competitive mar-
ket.

The session about
Career in Data Science
helped students explore
the brand new domain of
Data Science in the start-
up world as data is mean-
ingless until its conver-
sion into valuable infor-

mation. Techniques in-
volved in Data Science
like mining large datasets
containing structured &
unstructured data and
identifying hidden pat-
terns to extract actionable
insights were also ex-
plained.

Topics like future poten-
tial of ML, Machine
Learning Engineer vs
Data Scientist and respon-
sibilities of a data scien-
tist were also elucidated.
Ankit further shared his
experience and guided the
students by answering
their queries and suggest-
ing them to build a portfo-
lio, publish papers and
deal with real life prob-
lems.

Boy beaten to death by
seniors in school

Raipur, Jul 11: A boy,
studying in Class 10th was
mordered by a group of
students in the school
premises. A minor has
been detained by the po-
lice in this connection and
has been subjected to in-
terrogation. The search is
on for the remaining stu-
dents who have run away
after murdering the boy.

The incident took place
on Monday afternoon in a
government school in
Khamtrai area. The sup-
plementary examination
was conducted in
Kashiram Sharma
Government School. Class
10th student named
Mohan Singh had come to
the school to appear in the
exam where he had a dis-
pute with some students
of class 11th.

A student who was with

Mohan at the time of the
incident told that there
was no quarrel between
Mohan and group of stu-
dents. He said that one of
the boys in the group
came close to him and
Mohan and asked in
which class they were
studying. Mohan and his
friend said that they were
studying in Class 10th.
When he asked again
something in English,
they did not reply and
moved, Mohan’s friend
said. As soon as the boy
went ahead, the boy said
to Mohan – you are becom-
ing smarter. He then start-
ed beating Mohan and
subsequently other boys
in the group came and
started beating him.
Mohan was beaten up and
taken out of the school
ground. He was beaten up

on the road. They hit him
with kicks and punches.
The boys ran away till
they saw Mohan bleeding.
Mohan was brought to
Ambedkar Hospital where
the doctors declared him
dead.

The school staff and
other boys present on the
spot caught one of the
boys in the group who was
seen arguing. This minor
has been handed over to
the police. Police is trac-
ing remaining boys who
have fled.

Mohan’s family is in
shock due to this incident.
His father, who works in a
shop rushed to Ambedkar
Hospital immediately
after coming to know
about the incident.
According to doctors rib
was found broken due to
assault.

Ashok Juneja empanelled as DG with GoI

Raipur, Jul 11: The
Director General of
Police (DGP)
Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja has been empan-
elled as DG by the GoI. In
the list of total of 11 IPS of
1989 batch who have been
empanelled as DG by the
Centre, there is name of
DGP Ashok Juneja as
well. It is notable here that
DGP Ashok Juneja heads
the Police Department in
the State. He has worked
earlier with GoI in the
Narcotics Department
and was security in-
charge of Commonwealth
Games held in New Delhi.

Prior to this Juneja was
already empanelled as
DGP at the Centre and
now he has been elevated
as DG. If he goes on depu-
tation to GoI then he will
get a post equivalent to
that of DG. After IPS
Vishwaranjan from
Chhattisgarh, Ashok
Juneja will be the second
IPS who had got empan-
elled as DG with GoI.

IAS Rajat Kumar,
Mukesh Kumar also
empanelled as Jt. Secy
at Centre 

IAS of 2005 batch Rajat
Kumar and Mukesh
Kumar have been em-
panelled as Joint
Secretary in central gov-
ernment. At present both
these officers of
Chhattisgarh cadre are
serving in the Centre. A
total of 17 IAS officers of
2005 batch have been em-
panelled as Joint
Secretary by the central
government and in this
there is name of two
from Chhattisgarh, 3
from MP, 1 from
Maharashtra, 2 each
from Rajasthan and
Bihar.

State Water Resources Utilization
Committee meeting concludes

Raipur, Jul 11: The meet-
ing of State Water
Resources Utilization
Committee was held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain through
video conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Monday.
In the meeting, the propos-
als for water utilization,
availability and allocation
of various reservoirs of

the state under the Water
Resources Department
and water allocation for
the use of Jal Jeevan
Mission, Public Health
Engineering Department
and various industries
were also discussed in de-
tail and the proposals were
approved.

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, 21 villages of
Bilaspur district and 48
villages of Mahasamund,
34 villages of Mungeli
were approved water sup-
ply under Jal Jeevan
Mission. Similarly, the
group water supply
scheme to 33 villages of

Kondagaon district and
206 villages of Mungeli, 61
villages of Bemetara and
76 villages of Surajpur got
the approval for  annual
water allocation from the
water bodies there under
Jal Jeevan Mission.

In the meeting of the
State Water Resources
Utilization Committee,
the proposals for alloca-
tion of water to the indus-
tries located in different
districts were also ap-
proved. Among them pro-
posal was approved for al-
lotment of water to M/s
MSP  Steel and Power
Limited in Raigarh dis-

trict, M/s Indramani
Industries Private
Limited in district
Balrampur and to M/s
Jaiswal Niko Industries
Limited, Raipur in dis-
trict Narayanpur.
Similarly, in the district
Balodabazar Bhatapara,
Annual water allocation
proposal to M/s. G.O.S.
Ispat Private Limited has
been approved.

In the meeting,
Secretary, Industries and
Commerce Department,
Manoj Pingua, Secretary
of Water Resources
Department Anbalagan
P., Secretary of Public
Health Engineering
Department Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary of
Energy Department
Ankit Anand, Secretary of
Agriculture Department,
Dr. Kamalpreet Singh,
Finance Special Secretary
of the department,
Sheetal Shashwat Verma
and other officers were
present.

Meeting held under
the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary

Among list of 11 IPS
of 1989 batch On ‘Innovative

Startups and career
in Data Science’

Had cheated one
from Kanker district

Experts participating in SSNPP CME cum Live Colposcopy Workshop by AIIMS-R

100 doctors trained
at CME, organized
by AIIMS-R and
ROGS 
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Aryans lift Khairagarh Inter-Set Cultural and Dramatics Trophy

Raipur, Jul 11: A two-
day Inter-Set Dramatics
Competition was initiat-
ed in one of the
renowned organisation
of the city- Rajkumar
College, with the aim to
clinch the ‘Khairagarh
Trophy’ among the 4 sets
of Rajkumar College,
Raipur, namely -The
Aryans, The Bikrams,
The Rajputs and The
Ranas, who participated
in the Competition very
enthusiastically, with
great pomp and show.

With due permission of
Principal, the events of
the first day started with
a bang. All the four plays
were adapted from the fa-
mous English writer O.
Henry. Total of 109 stu-
dents were on stage, to
prove their acting skills.
The famous personalities
of the theatre, Prasanna
Nimonkar, Reshma Jain
and Vanaja Bhave spared
their precious time out of
their busy schedule, to be
our judges for the compe-
tition.

The show began with
the first performance by
the Bikram set, named
‘Mammon and the

Archer,’ which was based
on the story of a soap-
maker and a money
lender, who placed
money above everything
else. Shashwat Nathani,
Arnav Jain, Himanshu
Markhan, Aadidev
Rajaram, Aadya Gupta,
Vanshika Bajaj etc.
proved themselves on
stage.

The second show by
the Aryans - ‘Witches
Loaves’, revolved around
a protagonist, who owned
a small bakery. The story
is of making assump-
tions based on minimal
information and acting
on these assumptions.
Liesha Jacob, Shashwat
Sinha, Navya Jindal,
Divya Goel and others,
made the play lively by
their splendid acting
skills. The third play was
by the Ranas who pre-
sented, ‘The Ransom of
the Red Chief ’ in a very
humourous way, by
showing their struggles,

after kidnapping the son
of a wealthy villager.
Pushpendra Koram,
Mounit Bera, Siddharth
Agrawal, Aaditya
Agrawal, Abhishree
Netam, Navya Agrawal,
Aadhrit S. Tomar, were
excellent in their stage
performance. The fourth
and the final skit ‘The
Retrieved Reformation’,
was enacted by the
Rajputs, which enchant-
ed the audience. The
power of love was dis-
played in a wonderful
manner, through this
play. The positive influ-
ence, which love can put
on a person’s life, was ex-
emplified by this one act
play. Prem Majithia,
Gurjas Chawla, Govind
Khetpal, Kanak Nandini,
Aprajita Telang, won
over the hearts of the
crowed and the act was
well applauded.

The programme con-
cluded with a note of ap-
praisal, motivation and

appreciation from the
Principal Col. Avinash
and one of the Judges
Prasanna Nimonkar.

The Hindi dramatics
on Day 2 was witnessed
by the respected mem-
bers of the managing
committee of Rajkumar
College and renowned
urbanites. The famous
personalities of the the-
atre, Pritesh Pandey,
Mamta Ahar and
Kishore Vaibhav ‘Abhay’
spared their precious
time out of their busy
schedule, to be our hon-
ourable judges for the
competition.

The show began with
the first performance by
the Rajputs set, named
‘Khaak Hoti Sambedana,’
which was based on the
theme of how callous we
are becoming due to our
selfishness. The 2nd
Show “Outsider”
(Though an English
word, the theme was very
much ethnic!) was per-
formed by the Ranas. It
was based on the work-
ing women and the prob-
lems they face due to
dual responsibility they
shoulder by working at
home and office to pro-
vide the sustenance to
their families. The 3rd
Show was put up by the
Bikrams, the entertain-
ing people. Title “Hum
Ek hain”, the skit dis-

cussed the themes like
Education of women,
Conservation of Nature
and the ills of Dowry
System. The 4th one act
play by the Aryans, titled
“Ladhai” was based on
the multiple themes of
corruption and how we
are victims of this social
evil.

After the conclusion of
the plays, one of the
judges, Pritesh Pandey
and the Principal Col.
Avinash praised the ef-
forts of the students and
the Staff members who
trained them on stage.
The following is the sum-
mary of the prizes dis-
tributed to the students.
The Best Actor of
English play was
Pushpendra Koram of
Ranas. Liesha Ann Jacob
of Aryans was adjudged
as the Best Actress of
English. The Best
Supporting actor of
English was Shaswat
Nathani(Class XII) of
Bikrams. Abhishree
Netam(Class XII) of
Ranas and Kanak
Nandini Singh(Class XII)
jointly won the award for
the Best Supporting
Actress of English.

Similarly, there was a
tie between Divyaraj
Shukla (Class XII) and
Tanish Agrawal (Class
XII) of Aryans for the
award of Best Actor of

Hindi for their powerful
and convincing roles.
The award for the Best
Actress (Hindi) was won
by Sania Khan (Class XII)
of Ranas for her simple
yet impressive perform-
ance. Dhairya Bakshi
(Class XII) of Rajputs
won the Best Supporting
Actor award for his ster-
ling performance. The
award for the Best
Supporting Actress in
Hindi play was won by
Vidhi Ahuja (Class X) of
Aryans. Adhrit Singh
Tomar (Ranas) and
Samyukta Singh
(Bikrams) won the Best
Child Artiste award for
English and Hindi plays
to conclude the individ-
ual awards.

The Set positions in
English Dramatics, were
Ranas (1st), Aryans (2nd),
Bikrams (3rd) and
Rajputs (4th). In Hindi
Dramatics, the Set posi-
tions, were Aryans (1st),
Rajputs (2nd), Bikrams
and Rajputs (3rd). The
Overall Set Positions,
were 1st Aryans (301),
2nd Ranas (287),
3rdBikrams (273) and 4th
Rajputs (268). Hence
Khairagarh Inter-Set
Cultural and Dramatics
Trophy, presented by
Major Raja Bahadur
Birendra Bahadur Singh
of Khairagarh went to
the Aryans.

Positive initiative to make youth
power self-reliant through 

self-supporting Ch’garh: V-C

Bilaspur, Jul 11: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal delivered a lec-
ture on July 9 in Varanasi
on positive efforts and best
practices under the suc-
cessful implementation of
National Education Policy-
2020. Discussion was held
on the implementation of
the National Education
Policy-2020 at the three-day
All-India Education
Conclave on National
Education Policy -2020 held
from July 7 to July 9, 2022
at the Rudraksh
Convention Center in
Varanasi. This three-day
program was inaugurated
by the Prime Minister of
the country, Narendra
Modi.

Addressing the heads of
prestigious higher educa-
tional institutions of the
country at the education
conclave, Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal said that
the objective of National
Education Policy-2020 is to
prepare youth who are not
job seekers but job givers,
and under this idea Guru
Ghasidas University has
started Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh scheme to
make youth power, the stu-
dents, self-reliant, taking a
pioneering initiative. He
said that I am happy and
proud to inform that a por-
tal has also been started
for implementation of Self-
Reliant Chhattisgarh
Scheme, on which students
and companies have start-

ed registration.
Vice Chancellor Prof.

Chakrawal said that the
National Education Policy-
2020 is a roadmap for the
direct role of our acquired
and available knowledge
in academic excellence,
economic development,
and value addition. The ob-
jective of NEP-2020 is to
impart knowledge to stu-
dents of the ancient Indian
wisdom tradition and cul-
tural heritage along with
21st century skills and in-
novation, solving complex
problems, enhancing cre-
ativity and digital literacy.

Prof. Chakrawal said
that Guru Ghasidas
University has drafted the
Ordinance, Regulations
and MoU to provide its
benefits to the students by
creating academic bank of
credit at PG level from the
academic session 2022-23
in the continuation of the
policy of implementation
of National Education
Policy 2020. Academic
Bank of Credits aims to
encourage a student-cen-
tric, learner-friendly ap-
proach in higher educa-
tion across the country to
promote more interdisci-
plinary and multidiscipli-
nary studies with multiple
entry and exit options.

ABC enables the stu-
dents to choose the best
courses or the right
course group according to
their aptitude and knowl-
edge quest. It provides op-
portunity to the students
to pursue degree or spe-
cialization by choosing
the subject as per their
choice.

In this event, the heads
of various higher educa-
tional institutions had a
deep brainstorming re-
garding the implementa-
tion of the National
Education Policy 2020.

Adivasi Congress
to protest against

BJP MLA
Raipur, Jul 11:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh

A d i v a s i
Congress
led by its
D i s t r i c t
President
B h av a n i
S i n g h
M a rk a m

vented anger against BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
making indecent remarks
on minister Kawasi
Lakhma. Terming it as an
insult of tribal communi-
ty Markam threatened
that if MLA does not ten-
der his apology, Adivasi
Congress will launch se-
ries of agitation against
the MLA.

He added, when BJP
was in power for 15 years,
Congress party had never
insulted any tribal leader
and at any cost
Chandrakar needs to
apologize for his remarks.

SDS holds state level consultation 

Raipur, Jul 11: Day long
consultation on ‘Role of
Civil Society in develop-
ment of Bastar’ was organ-
ised by Shivi Development
Society (SDS), New Delhi
and it’s local partner or-
ganisations at Hotel
Aditya near Jai Stambh
Chowk Raipur.
Consultation was divided
into four sessions.
Inaugural session consist-
ed Ex MLA Amit Jogi,
Catholic father Alexander
Ekka from Xavier institute
of social action, Shahar
Quazi Moulana
Mohammad Ali Farooqi
and transgender activist
Ms. Vidya Rajput.

During the this session
Fr. Alexander Ekka em-
phasized on women’s de-

velopment for develop-
ment of Bastar; whereas
Ms. Vidya Rajput told the
participants about hard-
ships faced by third/trans-
gender community.
Moulana Farooqi elaborat-
ed significance of women
in Islam. Ex MLA Amit
Jogi counted down seven
issues and accepted failure
of political parties in re-
solving these. To him only
civil society was capable of
handling these issues.

Second session com-
prised of Dr. Naveen
Shrivastava (Consumer

Rights Organization),
Anchor Ambika Mishra
and Jitendra Sharma
(Journalist). Srinivasa
stressed on consumer
awareness; whereas
Jitendra Sharma was sad-
dened to note transforma-
tion of Bastar from peace-
ful to disturbed Bastar. Ms.
Ambika Mishra laid em-
phasis on “self-aware-
ness”. Kaiser urged partic-
ipants to focus on “commu-
nal harmony”.

Prakash Gardia
(OXFAM) stressed the need
to measure indicators of

development in Bastar: i
Dipankar (CASA) famil-
iarised participants with
the activities of CASA.
Addl. S.P. Ms. Chanchal
Tiwari ennunciated seven
point formula for NGOs
where as Assistant Jailer
Rajesh Kumar told about
“prisoner’s rights”

Valedictory session was
chaired by Deputy
Secretary of State Human
Rights Commission
Shyam Sahu and among
the members were Pradip
Tiwari (Joutnalist), DSP
Avinash Mishra and Mrs
Jyoti Sharma (Counsellor
and lecturer of Gender
Equality). Sahu elaborated
about advent and need of
Human Rights
Commission. Avinash
Mishra stressed need of
trust, security and devel-
opment in context of
Bastar. Tiwari assured of
full cooperation to SDS;
whereas Jyoti Sharma

spoke about impact and
implications of coun-
selling. Member of
Legislative Assembly
Satyanarayan Sharma ap-
plauded SDS team for con-
ducting this informative
consultation and their ac-
tivities. Ex. Legislator
Amit Jogi and sitting leg-
islator Sharma assured
the participants of every
cooperation.

Ms. Mohini Bhardwaj
(Program Coordinator of
SDS) introduced vision,
mission, strategies and
activities before the
house. Administrator
Hanuman Sahay thanked
all the participants for
their active support.
Social activist Rajesh
Singh Sisodia Convener
Nange Paon Satyagrah
conducted all the ses-
sions. As many as 70 par-
ticipants from different
corners of state were
present.

IIC, Amity Univ hosts ‘Innovation & Entrepreneur Exposure Visit-cum-Training prog’
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1111:: Institution’s
Innovation Council (IIC),
Amity University
Chhattisgarh, Raipur organ-
ised ‘Two – Days Innovation &
Entrepreneur Exposure Visit –
cum – Training Program during
July 7-8. The event was
attended by four IIC mentee
institutes of Amity University
from Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh. 

The four golden star IIC of
Amity Raipur was bestowed to
mentor these institutes in
addition to an institute from
Gujarat by Ministry of
Education (MoE’s) Innovation
Cell (MIC) for the year 2021-
22. The pan-India participants
visited 36 INC and acquainted
with the approaches towards
innovation, prototypes, prod-
uct launches and building a
successful business venture
which is a unique initiative

taken up by the Government of
Chhattisgarh. 

Sweekar Pawar from 36INC,
Dr. Jawahar Surisetti, Dr. Amit
Dubey from CGCOST and
Harshdeep Gumber from
ACCULEGAL were the
resource persons of the two
days event addressing themes
of pre-incubation & incubation
facility creation, innovation &
policy matters – government
dialogue, intellectual proper-
ty, Intellectual Property Right

(IPR) filing & management
and legal aspects for startups.

Prof. (Dr.) Surendra
Rahamatkar, IIC President of
Amity University Chhattisgarh
pointed out on the patent fil-
ing statistics of the world over
the years and how the initia-
tives by MIC and All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), Govt. of
India is steering India’s posi-
tion in the patent granting
arena. The event was attended

by Prof. (Dr.) Vijaykumar Singh
Dahima, Dy. Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Satyendra
Patnaik, Coordinator of IIC, G.
Raghavendra Prasad, Vice
President of IIC, Dr. Ramgopal
Kashyap, SPOC for IIC from
Amity University, Deans,
Directors, Head of Institutions,
Head of Departments and fac-
ulty members. Prof. (Dr.)
Roshan Mathew was the con-
vener of the two days exposure
visit - cum - training program.

Planantation in Shree Shankara Sr Sec School
Raipur, Jul 11: Shree
Shankara Senior
Secondary School
(SSSSS), Urkura Raipur,
organized the plantation
programme on July 10
with the help of Green
Army of Raipur.

On this auspicious oc-
casion  President of
Raipur Nair Samajam
Adv. B.Gopakumar,
General Secretary  S.K
Nair, Secretary Shailesh
Nair, Treasure C.P. Nair
the founder member of
Green Army Amitav
Dubey and Ratri Lahri,
incharge Ashish
Sharma, zone secretary

Sushma Banjari , stu-
dents, Principal Reecha
Sao and staff members
were present. The pur-
pose of the green Army

is to spread awareness
among the students and
to make them aware
about the importance of
the plant. By this Nobel

work Green Army is
spreading the message
of importance of tree in
the society and in our
life.

RRVUNL and Adani Foundation are
providing doctors and treatment

facilities to the villagers 

Raipur, Jul 11: In the cur-
rent financial year, more
than 35 regular medical
camps were organized in
mining-affected villages
by medical vehicles for the
last three months. By the
end of June, villagers of 12
villages including Salhi,
Tara, Ghatbarra,
Janardanpur, Fatehpur,
etc. are now getting treat-
ment facilities at their
homes. With the help of
mobile medical vehicles,
more than five hundred
local citizens were provid-
ed free treatment and med-
icines for various diseases
in these medical camps in
April to June. In these
health camps, treatment
and counseling are being
done by senior doctors of
the Adani Foundation. At
the same time, an ambu-
lance facility is also pro-
vided in these villages for
round-the-clock emer-
gency service.

Lack of health facilities
in rural areas is common.
Notably, Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL) has
changed this general per-

ception to a great extent.
RRVUNL under its CSR
program, in association
with Adani Foundation,
took the lead in improving
health services in the hin-
terland of Chhattisgarh.
Under this, in the last ten
years, healthcare services
like rural medical centers,
dispensaries, ambulances,
and mobile medical vehi-
cles are being provided in
the 12 villages of Udaipur
block.

It is noteworthy that at
the end of the year 2021-22,
nine such camps were or-
ganized in ten mining-af-

fected villages in which
more than 600 people bene-
fitted and this number is
expected to increase more
this year.

RRVUNL and Adani
Foundation are constantly
striving to make health-
care services accessible to
a large number of people.
Along with this, the foun-
dation has also set up a
dispensary in Shivnagar
so that the people from far-
flung villages can have
easier access to proper
healthcare services Let us
take a look at the merits of
this health facility, inau-

gurated in January this
year. The center is man-
aged by a trained medical
team consisting of experi-
enced doctors, paramed-
ical staff, and some nurs-
es. In addition to provid-
ing almost all types of
preventive and curative
health facilities, the cen-
ter also has facilities for
general check-ups, blood
pressure (blood pressure),
diabetes (blood sugar),
glucose injection (IV flu-
ids), etc.

Recently, the Chairman
and Managing Director of
RRVUNL have spoken
about opening a 100 bed-
ded fully equipped hospi-
tal which is under the
process of approval from
the district administra-
tion.

Thanks to the programs
that are already running
by RRVUNL under its so-
cial concern program, not
only the local farmers of
Surguja are benefitted,
but the children are also
getting quality education
and skill development
programs through which
the youth and the girls of
the district have got em-
ployment opportunities in
different parts of the state
and country.

Presented by Major
Raja Bahadur
Birendra Bahadur
Singh of Khairagarh 

Three-day All-India
Education conclave
on National
Education Policy
organized in
Varanasi

On ‘Role of Civil
Society in develop-
ment of Bastar’

Through medical
vans



Indefinite strike by local 
guest teachers continues

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 11:
Indefinite strike of local
guest teachers con-
tinues in Krishi Upaj
Mandi (KUM)
Jagdalpur. Sangh’s
divisional media in-
charge Dameshwar
Sahu said that the
strike will continue
till their demands
are not fulfilled.

Dameshwar Sahu
informed that local
guest teachers (tutor
from Kondagaon,
Bastar Shiksha
Sewak) are present
in the strike and they
all are staying at Shoudik
Bhawan. It was in the mid-
night at around 12 last
night, a guest teacher of
Dantewada district

Mandavi suffered an
epileptic attack and he
was immediately rushed
to Maharani Hospital in

Jagdalpur through
Sanjeevani by calling 108
and he was offered treat-
ment here. Similarly,
many local guest teachers

have become infected with
malaria. Many unem-
ployed local guest teachers
are going towards mental

discomfort, while
many local guest
teachers have become
a victim of stress, yet
they are adamant. He
said that the local
guest teachers have
served in the school
for three to five years
and in the current sit-
uation they are all in
dilemma as to where
they should go. It is to
be known that the
state guest teachers
have served only 3
sessions, whereas the

local guest teachers of
Bastar division are serv-
ing since 3-7 years and are
still waiting for justice to
be pronounced.

Doctors serve with full dedication towards patients: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  JJuull  1111::  The con-
vocation ceremony of first
batch (Pioneer Batch) of Bharat
Ratna Late Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Memorial Medical
College (SABVMMC),
Rajnandgaon, was held under
the banner 'ACCOLADE-2K22)
in the chief presence of Health
Minister TS Singh Deo on July
10. In this the first Dean of SAB-
VMMC and ex-DME Dr RK
Singh was the special guest and
Dean of the Medical College Dr
Renuka Gahine and CHMO Dr
Mithilesh Choudhary were spe-
cially present.

The 2014 batch of Medical
College, R'gaon completed its in-
ternship and their convocation
was supposed to be held in 2020,
but due to corona pandemic it
could not be held and therefore it
was organised last on 10 July
2022. In this programme the par-

ents of all the doctors were also
present and it was a proud, emo-
tional and touching moment and
the serious responsibility now
being bestowed on the shoulder
of their children towards the so-
ciety. In the programme, the
Chief Guest Health Minister TS
Singh Deo addressed the gather-
ing of students online from
Amritsar and extended greetings
to all the doctors and their par-
ents for the convocation ceremo-
ny and hailed the valuable contri-
bution given by the doctors dur-
ing corona pandemic. In his ad-
dress he informed as to how im-
portant the doctors are for the

society, as they render services
with full dedication for treatment
of their patients. In this pro-
gramme he hailed the works of
former DME and first Dean of
Medical College Dr RK Singh and
said that he worked relentlessly
to provide recognition to this
Medical College and worked
hard for development of the
College. It is seeing this success-
ful work of RK Singh, he was
handed over the charge of
Ambikapur Medical College and
to which he again fulfilled as per
the expectations. On this occa-
sion he wished all the doctors all
the best in their future endeav-

ours. The programme was also
addressed by Dr RK Singh. With
no building of the college and
hospital initially at the begin-
ning, the batch of 2014 strug-
gled a lot with lack of resources
and facilities and still performed
well. He informed that the first
batch always has to face the
challenges of new College and
the problems there off. It was
amidst all such things, batch of
2014 created a favourable and
positive atmosphere in the
College and paved way for start
of good traditions. During the
address he recalled the moment
spend and the issues during his

term in the office and extended
greetings to all the doctors and
their parents. Dean Medical
College Dr Renuka Gahine in her
address informed that earlier
she had served as HoD in
Pathology Department of this
College and extended greetings
for successful fulfilling of re-
sponsibilities by all the doctors
of batch 2014 and wished them
all the best in their near future.
Dr Mithilesh Choudhary CMO in
his address said that he has
been associated with this
College since beginning and
hailed the works and contribu-
tion of students of Batch 2014
for their good works and pass-
ing on rich tradition in the
College. It is notable here that
ex-Dean of College Dr RK Singh
also hailed the valuable contri-
butions of Dr Mithilesh
Choudhay for solving the prob-
lems encountered during 
his term.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 11:
Collector Chandan Kumar
visited Belapara and
Karka village of
Chandragiri village of
Darbha block on Friday.
He was accompanied by
the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of District
Panchayat, Rohit Vyas.

During this, Collector
immediately instructed
the officials to conduct
malaria-dengue test in the
entire village and to imme-
diately hospitalize the pa-
tients showing any symp-
toms and provide them
proper treatment.

He directed the
Sarpanch and Village
Secretary to spread aware-
ness about diseases among

the people and to use mos-
quito nets. He asked the
villagers to use mosquito
nets as well as to keep the
mosquitoes away by using

local products - 'Kanda
(chena)', 'Neem' leaves to
spread smoke in the hous-
es and keep mosquitoes
away.

The Collector directed
the Health Department of-
ficials to conduct malaria-
dengue test in villages as
well as spraying of insecti-

cides and pesticides
through fogging machines
and sprinkling of lime-
stone water in muddy ter-
rains.

He asked to ensure the
distribution of mosquito
nets given by the depart-
ment at the earliest. He
also directed to paste the
contact numbers of the of-
ficials of the local admin-
istration in the villages.

On this occasion
Tokapal Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Ms. Aastha
Rajput, District CEO
Subrata Pradhan, Health
Department officials were
present. It may noted that
two girls died of dengue-
malaria in Belapara and
Karka of village
Chandragiri in Darbha
block recently.

VSKP-Kirandul-VSKP
Passenger to run

from July 15
Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar/Kirandul, Jul 11:
In view of adjustment in
Train Services after
Covid19 protocols, ECoR
had provided Reserved
Trains Accommodation in
three trains towards
Rayagada, Palasa &
Kirandul from
Visakhapatnam by run-
ning Temporary Express
Trains. After reviewing
the situation, it has been
decided to run Passenger
Special Trains by replac-
ing Temporary Express
Trains.

0 8 5 0 4 / 0 8 5 0 3
V i s a k h a p a t n a m -
Rayagada-Visakhapatnam
Passenger Special will run
from Visakhapatnam w.e.f.
15th July 2022 and from
Rayagada w.e.f. 16th July

2022 onwards by replacing
1 8 5 2 8 / 1 8 5 2 7
V i s a k h a p a t n a m -
Rayagada-Visakhapatnam
Temporary Express which
is being scheduled to run
up to 14th July, 2022 from
Visakhapatnam and up to
15th July 2022 from
Rayagada. 08551/08552
Visakhapatnam-Kirandul-
Visakhapatnam Passenger
Special will run from
Visakhapatnam w.e.f. 15th
July 2022 and from
Kirandul w.e.f. 16th July
2022 onwards by replacing
1 8 5 5 1 / 1 8 5 5 2
Visakhapatnam-Kirandul-
V i s a k h a p a t n a m
Temporary Express which
is being scheduled to run
up to 14th July, 2022 from
Visakhapatnam and up to
15th July 2022 from
Kirandul.

Poor construction works 
is not acceptable: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jul 11: The im-
portance of construction
works in the district is the
highest; any type of serv-
ice can be provided only
after the structure is erect-
ed. Give priority to all the
ongoing development
work in the district, com-
plete it with quality within
the stipulated time frame.
The above were instructed
in the review meeting by
District Collector Haris. S
held on Saturday.

The Collector also took
detailed information on
each work of all the de-
partments executing the
construction works,
District Construction
Committee, Rural
Engineering Service,
Public Works Department,

Bridge Construction, and
Prime Minister's Rural
Road Scheme and dis-
cussed with the concerned
Executive Engineer,
Engineer, Assistant
Engineer, and Sub-
Divisional Officer.

He expressed deep con-
cern over the slow pace of
construction works and
unnecessary delay in the
sanctioned works in the
last years and directed to
expedite the work. He re-
viewed the progress of

PDS, Anganwadi, commu-
nity and sub-health cen-
ters, residential buildings,
schools, ashrams and
other buildings in the dis-
trict, including road con-
struction, bridge culverts,
physical progress and dis-

cussed the problems being
faced in the construction
work.

He also expressed dis-
pleasure over the unsatis-
factory progress of the
construction works being
carried out by the Rural
Engineering Service.
Along with this, all the of-
ficers were instructed to
take strict action against
the contractors who were
slow in the construction
works. Officials from
Public Works Department,
Rural Engineering
Services Department,
Bridge Construction,
PMGSAY, Executive
Engineer of District
Construction Committee,
Sub-Divisional Officer,
Assistant Engineer and
Sub Engineer were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Assistant Commissioner
inspects ashrams

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 11:
Guidelines have been
given to the district offi-
cials by conducting contin-
uous inspection in educa-
tional institutions to ob-
serve the attendance of
teachers and students. In
this sequence, Sukma dis-
trict's Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Welfare Department
Ganesh Sori is continu-
ously inspecting the
ashrams of the district.
Along with observing the
attendance of the stu-
dents, he is encouraging
the children to study. He
also provided necessary

measures to prevent wa-
terborne diseases and
health and hygiene related
information.

Sori gave necessary in-
formation on education,
health and cleanliness to
the students studying in
Balak Ashram Jhapra,
Balak Ashram Mulaguda,
Kanya Ashram Kotra,
Eklavya Vidyalaya Konta.
He guided the students by
giving career-related in-
formation to the students

in Eklavya Girls and Boys
Sukma, Girls Education
Complex Sukma, Girls
Hostel Jhapra, Girls
Hostel No.-1 and Girls
Hostel No.-2. He inspected
Kanya Ashram Birla,
Kanya Ashram
Jagargunda (Polampally),
Balak Ashram Silger,
Ursangal (Polampally)
and gave necessary in-
structions to the students
and teachers regarding
studies.
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p Necessary information
related to education
and cleanliness given
to children 

Director Sainik Welfare
meets ex-servicemen

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 11: Director
Sainik Kalyan
Chhattisgarh Brigadier
Vivek Sharma met ex-ser-
vicemen at Sainik Kalyan
Complex in Bilaspur here
on Saturday and during
the meeting, he inquired
about the work done for
the welfare of Sainiks and
the progress of develop-
ment works done in the
campus. Brigadier also
tasted the Chhattisgarhi
cuisine of the local
Gadhkaleva.

Brigadier Vivek Sharma
inquired about the con-
struction of ECH
Polyclinic and the detailed
information about its site
plan was given by Subedar
Uttara Kumar Khande. He
inquired about various
problems from the staff in
Sainik Kalyan Complex
and instructed them to im-

mediately mark the place
for the store and also en-
couraged all the people to
work in team spirit.

During this, Raipur
District Sainik Welfare
Officer Captain Anurag

Tiwari of the Indian Navy,
Subedar Major Shivendra
Narayan Pandey Ajit
Sahab, Colonel Ashish
Pandey and other officers
and employees were pres-
ent with him.

Message of water conservation 
being given in Gram Sabhas

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jul 11: Nari
Shakti Cluster
Organization Beldar
Seoni's unique initiative, of
propogating water conser-
vation by the Jal Jeevan
Mission team, through the
Gram Sabha, in village
Manth, Matiyadih,
Farhada, Sirri of develop-
ment block Tilda is worth
talking. For the propaga-
tion of water conservation
agents have been included.

In the villages where
95% tap connections have
been made, the work of the
sanitation committee is to
make people aware
through the gram sabha,
the responsibility of main-
taining and operating
water sources in the com-
ing times. And the team
goes village to village, or-
ganizing cultural pro-
grams, street plays,

Rangoli painting, and
every person is being given
information about the pur-
pose of Jal Jeevan Mission,
water conservation, water,
save water, kitchen garden,
soaking pit etc. To
recharge the level, the level
can be increased by means
of soaking pit, storing rain
water, deepening of ponds,
water harvesting etc is also
propagated. Selected Jal
Bahini and Didi's have
been also formed in the vil-
lage, who are being trained

for testing the purity and
quality of water. A social
and resource map is being
also prepared and aware-
ness is being made for the
maintenance and cleanli-
ness of water sources.
Kalendri Verma, coordina-
tor Madhuri, Jhamin and
community worker
Bhuneshwari, Radhika,
Ganeshia, team leaders of
Jal Jeevan Mission team,
Anju, Dhaneshwari,
Priyanka are all playing a
pivotal role in the mission.

‘Delay in disposal of applications 
will attract fine of Rs 500 per day’

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jul 11: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha has
given important instruc-
tions to expedite the dis-
posal of revenue cases in
the review meeting of the
Revenue Department in
the Collectorate's meeting
room. He directed to run a
campaign for speedy dis-
posal of pending demarca-
tion cases.

The Collector made a
team of patwaris and di-
rected them to clear the
pending demarcation
cases within a week.
Collector Shri Jha has also
directed to impose fine for
delay in the applications
received for getting in-
come, caste, residence cer-

tificate etc. received
through public service
centers. Instructions have
been given to impose a fine
of Rs 500 per day on the
concerned revenue offi-
cers after the prescribed
time limit for disposal of

applications received
through CSC.

Collector Mr. Jha dis-
cussed disputed undisput-
ed conversions, pending e-
court cases, account divi-
sion, tree felling cases,
map updation, map match-
ing, records accuracy, ABC
6-4 cases, orange area sur-
vey, ownership plan, in the
review meeting of the
Revenue Department and
also did a detailed review
of Rajiv Gandhi Rural
Landless Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana etc.

During this, Additional
Collector Mr. Vijender
Patle, Joint Collector Mr.
Avadh Singh Rana, all the
sub-divisional officers and
other departmental offi-
cers were present.

Sanjeev Jha

Collector issues instructions to avoid Dengue, Malaria
Pays visit to Belapara and Karka of Darbha area

Collector conducts inspection of school
Collector Chandan Kumar conducted a sur-

prise inspection to the Primary School, Permaras
during the inspection tour of Darbha Block area.
CEO District Panchayat, Rohit Vyas was present
on this occasion. The collector took information
from the headmaster about the attedance and
presence of children, the number of children en-
rolled and strength of the teachers. Instructions
were given to take attendance of children daily in
the school and mark them as present or absent,
as the case may be. After observing the mid-day
meal, the collector instructed to include local veg-
etables in the menu and give adequate food to the
children. The Collector also inspected drinking
water and toilets. Instructions were given to pro-
vide running water facility in the toilets.

Convocation of first batch of 2014 of SABVMMC ‘ACCOLADE-2K22’ held

TEMPLES SUBMERGE

Temples submerged in floodwater after a rise in the water level of the Godavari river following the release of water
from the Gangapur Dam and monsoon rains in Nashik, Monday.

RLD chief asks party MLAs to
spend 35% of development

funds on Dalit welfare
Lucknow, Jul 11 (PTI) 

RLD Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) president Jayant
Chaudhary Monday di-
rected all party MLAs to
spend 35 per cent of their
local area development
fund on the welfare of
Dalits.

Party spokesperson
Anil Dubey said
Chaudhary has written to
RLD’s Legislature Party
leader Rajpal Balyan to en-
sure the implementation
of the direction.

“All RLD workers have
unwavering faith in social
justice and we believe that
until the benefits of more
and more government
schemes reach the weaker
section, major social re-
forms and positive
changes are not possible,”

Chaudhary said in his let-
ter.

“For this purpose, 35 per
cent of local area develop-
ment fund of our party
MLAs should be spent on
the welfare of Dalits,” he
said.

Chaudhary also in-
structed party MLAs to
raise the issues of Dalits
and backward classes in
the their assembly.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had in the last
assembly session in-
creased the MLA’s Local
Area Development Fund
amount to Rs 5 crore from
Rs 3 crore.

The RLD, which had
contested the assembly
elections in alliance with
the Samajwadi Party, has
eight MLAs in the house of
403.
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Overseas jobs 
Coimbatore: About
50 people on Monday
sought action on a
construction compa-
ny, said to be based in
Singapore, for al-
legedy cheating them
of crores of rupees by
promising them jobs
in that country, ac-
cording to police here.
The victims claimed
nearly 100 people
across Tamil Nadu
were cheated by the
company’s branch
here for collecting
over Rs 3 crore to get
the employment, the
pollce said. Since
there was no response
from the company
after having received
the money, 50 of the
victims lodged a com-
plaint and submitted
a petition to the
Superintendent of
Police seeking legal
action on the firm.

Smugglers held
Chandigarh: The
Punjab police on
Monday said it has ar-
rested 676 drug smug-
glers and also recov-
ered narcotics, includ-
ing 5.57 kg heroin, in
the past one week dur-
ing the anti-drug
drives. Police said they
have also registered 559
FIRs under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act
across the state. An of-
ficial spokesperson of
the Punjab Police said
that with Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann giving police a
free hand to wage a
war against drugs, ex-
tensive anti-drug
drives are being
launched to combat the
drug menace from the
border state of Punjab.

TMC-BJP spat 
Kolkata: The contro-
versy over Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua
Moitra’s remarks on
Goddess Kali refused to
die down even after a
week, as the party on
Monday urged BJP to
stop politicising the
issue and refrain from
mixing religion with
politics. The BJP won-
dered why no discipli-
nary action was taken
against Moitra for her
comment made on July
5. The altercation be-
tween the two parties
began afresh after the
BJP’s IT chief Amit
Malviya said Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi speaks reveren-
tially about the god-
dess, while a TMC MP
insults her” and TMC
supremo Mamata
Banerjee, instead of
acting against her, de-
fends her obnoxious
portrayal of Maa Kali.

HC trial 
Bengaluru: The
High Court of
Karnataka on
Monday stayed pro-
ceedings against for-
mer Union Minister
and six-time Member
of Parliament V
Srinivasa Prasad in a
case wherein he al-
legedly violated the
election code of con-
duct in 2017. He al-
legedly openly hand-
ed out Rs 100 to a resi-
dent of
Devasarahalli.

Ahmedabad, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The Gujarat High Court on
Monday issued a notice to the
state government on a peti-
tion challenging a resolution
introducing the Bhagavad
Gita in schools as a prayer
program and verse recitation
among other activities.

The high court, however,
declined to stay the resolu-
tion and sought the state gov-
ernment’s reply by August
18.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Aravind Kumar and
Justice Ashutosh Shastri is-
sued the notice on a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed
by Jamiat Ulama-E-Hind
(JUEH) challenging the edu-
cation department’s resolu-
tion on introducing the
Bhagavad Gita in schools as
prayers and through activi-
ties like recitation of shlokas

etc from this educational
year.

The JUEH challenged the
resolution on the grounds of
Constitutional validity and
claimed it was in contraven-
tion of the National
Education Policy (NEP). The
bench also directed the peti-
tioner’s counsel to serve a
copy of the PIL on the
Assistant Solicitor General
as the Central government
has also been made a respon-
dent. The Gujarat education
minister announced the
move to introduce the Gita in
schools in Gujarat in March
this year. Appearing for
JUEH, lawyer Mihir Joshi
said values and principles of
Indian culture and the sys-
tem of knowledge can cer-
tainly be prescribed in the
school curriculum, but “the
question is whether it should
be done by giving primacy to

the values and principles of
the holy book of only one re-
ligion.”

The issue is whether one
holy book can be prescribed
in this manner, he argued.

“Indian culture comprises
a vast array of what it com-
prises. The submission be-
fore the court is that there is
no question of giving prima-
cy to the religious book of
one religion for stating that
the values and principles as
prescribed in that book alone
shall be taught,” Joshi said.
He argued that the principles
underlying the NEP to guide
both the educational system
at large and individual insti-
tutions are “ethics, human
and constitutional values
and pluralism, respect for di-
versity, pride in India’s rich
and diverse ancient and mod-
ern culture and knowledge
systems and traditions”.

HC issues notice to govt 
on  introducing Bhagavad 

Gita in schools

Patna, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The Rashtriya Janata
Dal-led opposition parties
of Bihar, including its es-
tranged ally Congress and
the Left on Monday reaf-
firmed their support for
former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha for the
upcoming presidential
polls. Making an an-
nouncement to the effect
here, leader of the opposi-
tion in the state assembly,
Tejashwi Yadav, said that
things could have been
different had the BJP-led
NDA come up with the
name of former
Jharkhand Governor
Draupadi Murmu earlier
than it did.

“It must be kept in
mind that the opposition
parties had held delibera-
tions and come to an
agreement on Sinha

much before the ruling
BJP-led coalition revealed
its cards,” Yadav, an RJD
leader, said.

He was talking to re-

porters after chairing a
meeting where delegates
of the RJD, CPI-ML, CPI,
CPI(M) and the Congress
jointly declared support
for Sinha for the polls
scheduled on July 18.

Last week, the BJP had
appealed to Yadav and his
allies to support Murmu
who would become the
first tribal woman
President of the country,
if elected.

When his attention was
drawn to the plea, Yadav
said, “Things could have
been different had the
BJP not waited till the
eleventh hour to an-
nounce its candidate. We
cannot backtrack at this
stage”.

Opposition in Bihar to support
Yashwant Sinha in Prez polls

Chennai, Jul 11 (PTI) 

AIADMK leader K
Palaniswami was on
Monday elected as the
party’s interim General
Secretary and vested with
full powers to helm the or-
ganisation, while rival
leader O Panneerselvam
(OPS) was squeezed out
along with his key sup-
porters.

The 68 year-old
Palaniswami launched a
blazing attack on OPS,
calling him ‘selfish’ and al-
leged that the former
party Coordinator orches-
trated the attack on the
AIADMK headquarters
here in collusion with the
ruling DMK.

The DMK dismissed the
charges, saying it had
nothing to with the affairs
of the opposition party.

In its Executive

Committee and General
Council meeting held
here, the AIADMK en-
dorsed scrapping the erst-
while top two positions of
Coordinator and Joint
Coordinator held by OPS
and Palaniswami (EPS),

respectively.
The party has also for-

mally resolved to hold or-
ganisational polls in 4
months to elect General
Secretary. It has amended
several bylaws, which in-
cludes fresh norms and
prerequisites to fight for
the top party position of
General Secretary.

In total, 16 resolutions
were adopted.
Panneerselvam was re-
placed by senior leader
Dindigul C Sreenivasan as
treasurer.

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,
Jayalalithaa helmed the
party for decades as its
powerful general secre-
tary while her close aide,
VK Sasikala, was made in-
terim general secretary
for a brief period follow-
ing the former’s death in
December 2016. Sasikala,
who was later convicted

and sentenced in a dispro-
portionate assets case, was
subsequently sacked from
the post in 2017 by a then
AIADMK GC.

In his speech at the
party meet, Palaniswami
said the unitary leader-
ship was in response to the
will of the party workers
and people even as “we
were pushed to protect”
AIADMK with such a step.

He claimed senior lead-
ers met OPS many times
during the early stages of
the issue and he was told
“any one could come to the
top post and the unitary
leadership is required.”

“That is the desire of
people, workers and (they)
asked his consent. I know
how much we suffered due
to dual leadership.. only if
we work in lines with peo-
ple’s desire can we return
to power.

Palaniswami elected AIADMK interim GS

AIADMK leader Edappady K
Palaniswami (EPS) during
the partys general council
meeting, in Chennai,
Monday.

Hyderabad, Jul 11: 

NMDC and Hyderabad
Runners Society along with
IDFC First Bank and
Government of Telangana
launched the logo and un-
veiled the race t-shirt of the
2022 edition of the NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon today.
The national mining major,
NMDC has taken up the
Title Sponsorship of the
Hyderabad Marathon to be
held on 27th and 28th
August this year. The Face
of NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon 2022 - Nikhat
Zareen, World Champion
Boxer virtually connected
to the event. Sumit Deb
CMD, NMDC; Naarayan TV,
CMO, IDFC FIRST Bank;
and Race Director Prashant
Morparia were present dur-
ing the launch ceremony
and ensuing Press Meet.

The NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon 2022 that will run

through the heart of the
city anticipates 15,000 run-
ners, health and fitness en-
thusiasts taking part and
will engage 3500 volunteers,
250 medical personnel, city

officials and the police
force. Marking the begin-
ning of marathon season in
India, a curtain raiser - 5K
Fun Run will be held on
Saturday August 27th and

the 10K, Half Marathon
(21.095 km) and Full
Marathon (42.195 km) will
take place on August 28th
2022, the Marathon Sunday.

Connecting to the event
via Video Conference,
Nikhat Zareen said “I am
happy to be associated with
the 11th Edition of NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon sup-
ported by Hyderabad
Runners. I am glad that
Hyderabad Runners has
been actively involved in
helping people lead active
lifestyles and making run-
ning the preferred form of
fitness activity.”

“We are happy to part-
ner with the Hyderabad
Marathon,” said Sumit
Deb CMD, NMDC at the
launch event. “NMDC is a
patron of the Government
of India’s Fit India India
Movement. We always
come forward to endorse
sporting events and to

boost health and fitness in
the people of our country.
Partnering with the
Hyderabad Runners, who
have spent a decade build-
ing the Hyderabad
Marathon and inspiring
the city to run for fitness,
is our honor. I invite run-
ners from across the globe
to participate in the
NMDC Hyderabad
Marathon and make the
2022 edition a remarkable
one.” Naarayan TV, CMO,
IDFC FIRST Bank, said,
“As Powered by, the NMDC
Hyderabad Marathon is an
opportunity for us to con-
nect with people in this
amazing and vibrant city
of Hyderabad. The associ-
ation also aligns with our
philosophy of creating so-
cial good. We are happy to
be part of this signature
event by Hyderabad
Runners that celebrates
health, fitness and sport.”

NMDC and Hyderabad Runners launch the NMDC Hyderabad Marathon-2022

Amritsar, Jul 11 (PTI)

The Shiromai Akali
Dal leadership connived
with the Centre and
compromised on the
Punjab’s claim over
Chandigarh for vested
interests, alleged Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Monday after
he was accused of dilut-
ing the state’s stance
over the union territory.

“Everyone knows who
shifted the state govern-
ment offices from
Chandigarh to Mohali
and formed New
Chandigarh,” said the
CM reacting to his criti-
cism here.

After Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday had an-

nounced land for setting
up an additional build-
ing for the Haryana
Vidhan Sabha in
Chandigarh, Mann in a
tweet had also demand-
ed a similar allotment,
drawing sharp reaction
from political leaders of
Punjab.

Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Sunday
had accused Mann of
surrendering the state’s
right over Chandigarh,
which serves as the joint
capital of Punjab and
Haryana. At present, the
Punjab and Haryana
governments share the
Vidhan Sabha complex.

Mann alleged that
Sukhbir Badal and for-
mer chief minister

Parkash Singh Badal
connived with govern-
ments at the Centre and
asked them to explain
why they remained
tight-lipped on the claim
over Chandigarh when
they were in power.

Badals remained
mum for the sake of
their vested political in-
terests, alleged Mann,
adding that even the
Congress leadership re-
mained a mute specta-
tor. Mann said the
Akalis and the Congress
are trying to “score
brownie points” before
the media by issuing
“baseless” statements.

His government is
committed for the well-
being of every strata of
society, he claimed.

SAD leadership diluted Punjab’s
claim over Chandigarh: CM Mann

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The activists of Left-af-
filiated All India Students’
Association (AISA) staged
a demonstration outside
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) office

here on Monday against
alleged mismanagement
in the recently-held
National Eligibility Test
(NET). Technical glitches
were reported from vari-
ous centres across the
country on the first day of

the exam on Saturday.
The UGC has entrusted

the National Testing
Agency (NTA) with the
task of conducting the
UGC-NET.

“The NTA must answer
for the gross mismanage-
ment and ineptitude of the
UGC-NET exam,” one of
the activists demanded.

The protesters held up
placards that read
“National Exam or Lucky
Draw, NTA Must Answer”,
“Retake Exams for all
Subjects where Students
Observed Technical
Glitches”, and “Gross
Inaccuracies in UGC NET
Question Paper”.

“The entire process of
conducting the examina-
tion has been a complete
chaos right from the be-
ginning.

AISA stages protest outside UGC office
against ‘mismanagement’ in NET

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
offers prayers during
his visit to the birth-
place of Sree Narayana
Guru, at
Chempazhanthy in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Monday.

Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) leader Tejaswi Yadav holds a
meeting with Grand Alliance leaders, at party office in
Patna, Monday.

All India Students Association (AISA) activists shout slo-
gans during their protest against National Testing Agency
(NTA), outside University Grants Commission (UGC) office,
in New Delhi, Monday.
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AFTERMATH TEARS

Iryna Shulimova, 59, weeps at the scene in the aftermath of a Russian
rocket that hit an apartment residential block, in Chasiv Yar, Donetsk
region, eastern Ukraine.

BRIEF

Trump associates’ 
Washington: After
members of the far-
right Oath Keepers
extremist group
stormed the US
Capitol on January 6,
2021, their leader
called someone on the
phone with an urgent
message for then-
President Donald
Trump, another ex-
tremist told investiga-
tors. While gathered
in a private suite at
the Phoenix Park
Hotel, an Oath Keeper
member says he
heard their leader,
Stewart Rhodes, re-
peatedly urge the per-
son on the phone to
tell Trump to call
upon militia groups
to fight to keep the
president in power.

Mexico, US meet 
Mexico City: The US-
Mexico relationship a
straightforward
tradeoff during the
Trump adminstra-
tion, with Mexico
tamping down on mi-
gration and the US
not pressing on other
issues has become a
wide range of dis-
agreements over
trade, foreign policy,
energy and climate
change.

Kate, Bell child
Los Angeles: Actor
couple Kate Mara and
Jamie Bell are set to
welcome their second
child. Mara, 39, made
the announcement in
an Instagram post on
Sunday. “There are
three of us in this
pic,” the “House of
Cards” star captioned
a photograph of her-
self and Bell, 36, hold-
ing hands. Mara and
“The Rocketman”
actor are already par-
ents to a daughter,
who was born in 2019.
The couple has kept
her name private.

Travel disruptions
London: London’s
Heathrow Airport
apologised Monday to
passengers whose
travels were disrupt-
ed by staff shortages
and warned it may
ask airlines to cut
more flights from
their summer sched-
ules to reduce the
strain if the chaos
persists. Heathrow,
Britain’s busiest air-
port, said service lev-
els have been unac-
ceptable at times in
recent weeks, with
long lines for security,
delays helping pas-
sengers with reduced
mobility, and luggage
going missing or ar-
riving late. We want to
apologise to any pas-
sengers who have
been affected by this,
the airport said in a
monthly traffic up-
date.

Hundreds of couples
whose weddings were
cancelled or diminished
during the COVID-19
pandemic participate in
a symbolic multicultural
ceremony at Damrosch
Park.

Colombo, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The entire Sri Lankan
Cabinet will resign and
hand over their responsi-
bilities to a new all-party
interim government as
soon as it is formed, Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office
said on Monday, as the
bankrupt island nation
grappled with political
and economic crises.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe’s office
said all members of the
cabinet have agreed to
hand over their responsi-
bilities to a new all-party
government as soon as it is
formed. “All the ministers
who participated in the
discussion were of the
opinion that as soon as
there is an agreement to
form an all-party govern-
ment, they are ready to
hand over their responsi-
bilities to that govern-
ment, the Prime
Minister’s office said. This
was following a discussion
held on Monday with cabi-
net ministers, it said.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe had held
discussions with the min-
isters on Monday morn-
ing. Party sources said
that the issue of an all-

party government would
be discussed with the
Speaker of Parliament
later on Monday.

Five cabinet ministers
have already announced
their resignation.

Rajapaksa agreed to

bow to the party leaders’
request to resign following
the popular uprising on
Saturday. The president’s
whereabouts are not
known yet. Earlier,
Wickremesinghe an-
nounced that president
Rajapaksa had officially
conveyed to him the deci-
sion to resign. Later a re-
lease from the president’s
office said that the presi-
dential statements would
only come from the office
of the Speaker.

Attorney-at-law Rakitha
Rajpakshe, the spokesman
for Justice Minister
Rohitha Rajapakshe, said
the president has to accept
the ministers’ resigna-
tions in order for them to
be valid, and that the
prime minister has no au-
thority to accept ministe-
rial resignations.

Under the Sri Lankan
Constitution, if both the
president and prime min-
ister resign, the Speaker of
parliament will serve as
acting president for a max-
imum of 30 days.

The Parliament will
elect a new president with-
in 30 days from one of its
members, who will hold
the office for the remain-
ing two years of the cur-
rent term.

Sri Lankan Cabinet to resign once
all-party govt is formed: PMO

Opposition  ready to lead new govt
CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII)) Sri Lanka’s main opposition party Samagi
Jana Balavegaya (SJB) on Monday said it is ready to lead the next
government to bring stability to the bankrupt island nation as it
grapples with political and economic crises and any resistance to
the move in Parliament will be seen as a “treacherous act”. The
statement by SJB leader Sajith Premadasa came after the
announcement made by Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
office that the entire Sri Lankan Cabinet will resign and hand over
their responsibilities to a new all-party interim government as
soon as it is formed. In a video statement released on SJB’s social
media channels, Premadasa said his party is ready to lead the
country at the presidential and prime ministerial level and devel-
op the economy, the Economy Next news portal reported.

People stand holding a national flag at the President
Gotabaya Rajapaksas office on the second day after it was
stormed in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday.

Tokyo, Jul 11 (AP) 

Japan’s governing
party and its coalition
partner scored a major
victory in a parliamen-
tary election Sunday im-
bued with meaning after
the assassination of for-
mer Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe amid uncer-
tainty about how his loss
may affect party unity.

The Liberal
Democratic Party and its
junior coalition partner
Komeito raised their
combined share in the
248-seat chamber to 146
far beyond the majority
in the elections for half
of the seats in the less
powerful upper house.

With the boost, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
stands to rule without in-
terruption until a sched-
uled election in 2025.

That would allow
Kishida to work on long-
term policies such as na-
tional security, his signa-
ture but still vague “new
capitalism” economic
policy, and his party’s
long-cherished goal to
amend the U.S.-drafted
postwar pacifist constitu-
tion.

A charter change pro-
posal is now a possibility.
With the help of two op-
position parties support-
ive of a charter change,
the governing bloc now
has two-thirds majority
in the chamber needed to
propose an amendment,
making it a realistic pos-
sibility.

The governing bloc al-
ready has secured sup-
port in the other cham-
ber.

Kishida welcomed the
major win but wasn’t

smiling, given the loss of
Abe and the hard task of
unifying his party with-
out him. In media inter-
views late Sunday,
Kishida repeated: “Party
unity is more important
than anything else.”

He said responses to
COVID-19, Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and ris-
ing prices will be his pri-
orities.

He said he will also
steadily push for rein-
forcing Japan’s national
security as well a consti-
tutional amendment.

Kishida and senior
party lawmakers ob-
served a moment of si-
lence for Abe at the party
election headquarters be-
fore placing on the white-
board victory ribbons
next to the names of can-
didates who secured
their seats.

London, Jul 11 (PTI) 

The race to replace Boris
Johnson as Conservative
Party leader and the next
British prime minister
widened further on Monday
as Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss became another high-
profile contestant entering
the fray to go head-to-head
with British Indian former
minister Rishi Sunak.

Truss’ junior minister in
the Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office
(FCDO), Muzaffarabad-
born Rehman Chishti, also
entered the contest to be-
come the second Pakistani-
origin minister alongside
UK-born former Health
Secretary Sajid Javid.

It takes the total number
of candidates to 11, includ-
ing Indian-origin Attorney
General Suella Braverman,
Iraqi-origin Nadhim
Zahawi, Nigerian-origin
Kemi Bedanoch, Tory back-

bencher Tom Tugendhat,
former foreign secretary
Jeremy Hunt, Trade
Minister Penny Mordaunt
and Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps.

Another senior Indian-
origin candidate consider-
ing a leadership bid is UK
Home Secretary Priti Patel,
who is expected to pitch her-
self as a committed
Brexiteer and is reportedly
looking to bring other
Brexit hardliners, like
Braverman and Badenoch,
into her camp.

It comes as the 1922
Committee of backbench
parliamentarians, in charge
of setting the rules and
timeframe for the
Conservative Party leader-
ship election, will be hold-
ing a crucial meeting later
on Monday. The rules of the
game and the deadline for a
final list of initial candi-
dates will become clearer at
the end of those discus-
sions, chaired by senior

Tory MP Sir Graham Brady.
It will be a two-stage

process, with Conservative
MPs whittling down the
field to two final candidates
through successive rounds
of voting, before the wider
Tory party membership
elect their winner. It is ex-
pected that the new party
leader and prime minister
will be known by early
September. Meanwhile,
using the tagline “Trusted
to Deliver”, 46-year-old
Truss said in her campaign
video that she wants to give
people “the opportunity to
achieve anything they
want to achieve” regard-
less of their background
and has pledged to cut
taxes from day one .
“Colleagues know I mean
what I say and only make
promises I can keep. I can
be trusted to deliver,” said
the minister with consid-
erable support within the
Tory ranks.

She now joins Sunak as

the early frontrunners of
the race and are likely to
face off on the issue of
taxes, with the 42-year-old
former Chancellor main-
taining that tax cuts would
have to wait until the eco-
nomic situation and infla-
tion stabilises.

I’m incredibly thankful
for the support I’ve received
so far from my colleagues. I
believe with your help we
can restore trust, rebuild
the economy and reunite
the country, Sunak said in
his Ready4Rishi campaign
update.

UK PM race widens with foreign
minister Liz Truss entering the fray

Japan ruling party wins big in
polls in wake of Abe’s death

Alabama, Jul 11 (AP) 

Descendants of the last
African people abducted
into slavery and brought
to America’s shores gath-
ered over the weekend on
the banks of an Alabama
river to pay tribute to
their ancestors.

The descendants of the
110 people aboard the
Clotilda, the last known
slave ship to bring en-

slaved African people to
the United States, held a
ceremony to mark the an-
niversary of the vessel’s
arrival. Dressed in white
and walking slowly to the
beat of an African drum,
the descendants made
their way to the banks of
the Mobile River near
Alabama’s coast. A
wreath of white, yellow
and red flowers was car-
ried into the river by a

kayaker and released
into the waters.

The event marked the
anniversary of the ship
arriving 162 years ago
with 110 enslaved people
brought to the country
against their will,
Darron Patterson, presi-
dent of the Clotilda
D e s c e n d a n t s
Association, said in a
telephone interview with
The Associated Press.

Clotilda descendants mark anniversary of last slave ship

Berlin, Jul 11 (AP) 

A major gas pipeline
from Russia to Germany
was shutting down for
annual maintenance on
Monday amid German
concern that Russia may
not resume the flow of
gas as scheduled.

The Nord Stream 1
pipeline, Germany’s
main source of Russian
gas, is scheduled to be
out of action until July
21 for routine work that
the operator says in-
cludes testing of me-
chanical elements and
automation systems.
The operator said the
gas flow was reduced
progressively starting at
6 a.m., German news

agency dpa reported.
German officials are

suspicious about
Russia’s intentions, par-
ticularly after Russia’s
Gazprom last month re-
duced the gas flow
through Nord Stream 1
by 60%. Gazprom cited
technical problems in-
volving a gas turbine
powering a compressor
station that partner
Siemens Energy sent to
Canada for mainte-
nance and couldn’t be
returned because of
sanctions imposed over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Canada said over the
weekend that it would
allow the part to be de-
livered to Germany, cit-

ing the very significant
hardship that the
German economy
would suffer without a
sufficient gas supply.

German politicians
have dismissed Russia’s
technical explanation
for last month’s reduc-
tion in gas flows
through Nord Stream 1,
saying the decision was
a political gambit to sow
uncertainty and push
up prices.

German Vice
Chancellor Robert
Habeck has said he sus-
pects that Russia may
cite some little technical
detail as a reason not to
resume gas deliveries
through the pipeline
after maintenance.

New York, Jul 11 (PTI): The father of an al-Qaeda operative convicted
of conspiring to bomb the New York subway in 2009 has been deported
from the US to Afghanistan by authorities here. Mohammed Wali Zazi,
66, was convicted of visa fraud, obstruction of justice and conspiracy to
obstruct justice in February 2012. The US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s (ICE) Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO)
Denver Field Office removed Zazi from the country on June 13 to
Afghanistan via commercial air flights, a statement issued by the agency
said Friday. Zazi’s son, Najibullah Zazi, is a member of al-Qaeda and was
convicted of conspiring to bomb the New York subway in 2009. Zazi had
entered the US in August 1990 and became a naturalised citizen in
October 2007.

After a US district judge for the eastern district of New York
had convicted him in February 2012, he was sentenced to 54
months in federal prison. Zazi’s naturalisation was revoked in
November 2018 by the US magistrate judge in the United States
District Court for the district of Colorado, and his Certificate of
Naturalisation was cancelled.

Gas pipeline shutdown
starts amid German 
suspicion of Russia

Macao streets 
Beijing: Streets in the gambling center
of Macao were empty Monday after casi-
nos and most other businesses were or-
dered to close while the Chinese territo-
ry near Hong Kong fights a coronavirus
outbreak. Residents were told to stay in-
doors unless they were buying food or
other necessities. Authorities warned
anyone violating the rules would be pun-
ished. Casinos were ordered over the
weekend to close for at least a week as
the number of coronavirus cases in the
territory of 700,000 people rose. On
Monday, the government reported 59
new cases, bringing the total in the latest
outbreak to 1,526.

Father of al-Qaeda operative convicted of conspiring
to bomb NY subway in 2009 deported to Afghanistan

W hile manufacturers
have successfully in-

creased the water-repelling
nature of smartphones, they
are still far from waterproof .
A water-resistant product can
usually resist water penetra-
tion to some extent, but a wa-
terproof product is (meant to
be) totally impervious to
water.

Last week, Samsung
Australia was fined A 14 mil-
lion by the Australian
Federal Court over false rep-
resentations in ads of the
water resistance of its Galaxy
phones. The tech giant admit-
ted that submerging Galaxy
phones in pool or sea water
could corrode the charging
ports and stop the phones
from working, if charged
while still wet.

Similarly, in 2020, Apple
was fined 10 million (about A
15.3 million) in Italy for mis-
leading claims about the
water resistance of iPhones.

It's very common for
phones to become damaged
as a result of being dropped
in water. In a 2018 survey in
the US, 39% of respondents

said they'd dropped their
phones in water. Other sur-
veys have had similar results.

So why is it in 2022 a time
where technological marvels
surround us we still don't
have waterproof phones?

Waterproof vs 
water-resistant

There's a rating system
used to measure devices' re-
sistance against solids (such
as dust) and liquids (namely
water). It's called the Ingress
Protection (IP) rating.

An IP rating will have two
numbers. In a rating of IP68,
the 6 refers to protection
against solids on a scale of 0
(no protection) to 6 (high pro-
tection), and 8 refers to pro-
tection against water on a
scale of 0 (no protection) to 9
(high protection).

Interestingly, the bench-
mark for the water-resistance
rating varies between manu-
facturers. For example,
Samsung's IP68-certified
phones are water-resistant to
a maximum depth of 1.5m in
freshwater for up to 30 min-
utes, and the company cau-
tions against beach or pool
use. Some of Apple's iPhones
with an IP68 rating can be
used at a maximum depth of
6m for up to 30 minutes.

Yet both Samsung and
Apple are unlikely to consid-
er repairing your water-dam-
aged phone under their war-
ranties. Moreover, IP rating
testing is done under con-
trolled laboratory conditions.
In real-life scenarios such as
boating, swimming or
snorkelling, factors including

speed, movement, water pres-
sure and alkalinity all vary.
So, gauging a phone's level of
water resistance becomes
complicated.

How are phones 
made water-resistant?

Making a phone water-re-
sistant requires several com-
ponents and techniques.
Typically, the first point of
protection is to form a physi-
cal barrier around all ingress
(entry) points where dust or
water could enter. These in-
clude the buttons and switch-
es, speakers and microphone
outlets, the camera, flash,
screen, phone enclosure, USB
port and SIM card tray.

These points are covered
and sealed using glue, adhe-
sive strips and tapes, silicone
seals, rubber rings, gaskets,
plastic and metal meshes and
water-resistant membranes.
After this, a layer of ultra-
thin polymer nanocoating is
applied to the phone's circuit
board to help repel water.

Nevertheless, a phone's
water resistance will still de-
crease with time as compo-
nents age and deteriorate.
Apple admits water- and dust-
resistance are not permanent
features of its phones.
Cameras are not entirely im-
pervious to water, but some
can tolerate submersion a lot
better than smartphones.
Often that's because they're
relatively simpler devices.

A smartphone has much
more functionality, which
means internal components
are more sensitive, fragile,
and must be built into a

smaller casing. All of these
factors make it doubly diffi-
cult to afford phones a simi-
lar level of water resistance.

Adding water resistance to
phones also increases their
price for consumers (by 20%
to 30%, according to Xiaomi's
co-founder). This is a major
consideration for manufac-
turers especially since even a
small crack can render any
waterproofing void.

Keeping devices dry
Apart from nanocoating on

the internal circuit boards,
applying water-repellent coat-
ing to the exterior of a phone
could boost protection. Some
companies are working on
this technology for manufac-
turers.

Future phones might also
have circuitry that's fabricat-
ed directly onto (waterproof)
silicone material using laser
writing techniques, and fur-
ther coated with water-repel-
lant technologies.

For now, however, there's
no such thing as a waterproof
phone. If your phone does
find itself at the bottom of a
pool or toilet and isn't turning
on, make sure you take the
best steps to ensure it dries
out properly (and isn't further
damaged). You can also buy a
waterproof case or dry pouch
if you want to completely wa-
terproof your phone for
water activities.
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Professor - Information

and Communications
Technology, CQUniversity
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Shinzo Abe 
India shared a deep rela-

tionship with Japan,
much of which must be
credited to the personal
bonding between Mr
Shinzo Abe and Mr
Narendra Modi. The pic-
ture-perfect frame of
'Modi-Abe Ganga-aarti' in
Varanasi in December
2015 bore testimony to the
ties between the two na-
tions. Under Abe Japan
became a vital investor in
India and a major strate-
gic ally. His knowledge
and experience in interna-
tional politics and strate-
gic thinking were unpar-
alleled in the Liberal
Democratic Party. Abe
will be remembered for
boosting defence spending
and pushing through the
most dramatic shift in
Japanese military policy
in 70 years. Abe, who had
a deep passion and love for
his country and its people,
once said: "Like the flow-
ers of the plum tree
blooming proudly in
spring after the cold win-
ter, I wish the people of
Japan to bloom like indi-
vidual flowers in the fu-
ture."

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via mail

Bakri Eid: An 
auspicious festival 
Bakri Eid is an auspi-

cious festival for Muslims.
It is also called Bakri Eid,
Eid Qurban, Eid-al-Adha
or Qurban Bayarami.
Muslims celebrate Bakri
Eid by making a sacrifice
of cattle. It can be a goat, a
sheep, a camel or a buffa-
lo, depending on what a
person can afford. This re-
ligious holiday serves as a
reminder that Judaism,
Christianity and Islam
share a common religious
forefather in the figure of
the prophet Abraham.
Traditionally on this day,
a Muslim family sacrifices
an animal, half of which
goes to the poor, and half
to one's neighbour. Thus,
Muslims are also required
to remember and help the
less fortunate as a part of
the celebrations.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Flight safety
It is appalling that

SpiceJet had failed to take
appropriate corrective ac-
tions despite several
warnings about deficien-
cies in its operations. It
also reveals the lack of
penal action by the regula-
tor, the DGCA. It would be
appropriate if the airline
curtails operations for a
while so that all inadequa-
cies are addressed. With
so many mid-air inci-
dents, confidence in air
travel is bound to be dent-
ed. The regulator needs to
be more alert.

SS Paul, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

R estrictions on outbound shipments of wheat
flouror  atta, maida  and  semolina  imposed  by

the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) show
the government's commitment at containing price rise
after  it  banned  wheat  exports  in  May. Exporters of
these commodities would now need approval of the
inter-ministerial committee on export of wheat for the
shipments from July 12. Export policy of wheat flour
(atta) remains free, but export shall be subject to recom-
mendation of inter-ministerial committee on export of
wheat. The new approval framework will be applicable
for wheat flour   (atta), maida, semolina   (rava/sirgi),
wholemeal atta and resultant atta. According to a DGFT
notification, the necessary modalities with regard to
quality of wheat flour will be notified separately. The
provisions under the Foreign Trade Policy regarding
transitional arrangement would not be applicable
under this notification. In 2021-22, India exported wheat
flour worth USD 246.57 million. In May, India banned
wheat exports in a bid to check high prices amid con-
cerns of wheat output being hit by a scorching heat
wave. Ever since India curbed its wheat exports in mid-
May, it has been bracketed with the countries deemed
responsible for triggering the global food crisis by exac-
erbating the supply crunch and pricespiral. Pressure is
mounting for revoking the ban, otwithstanding New
Delhi’s clarification that it was meant chiefly to
strengthen domestic food security and keep prices
under check. India’s plea that it was carrying out all of
its pre-ban export commitments and was willing to help
out the genuinely needy countries is also not being duly
appreciated.

The main trigger for the current food distress, quite
obviously, was the disruption in supplies from Russia
and Ukraine, which together account for close to one-
fourth of the total food supplies in the world  market.
Hoarding  of grains  by  many countries and protec-
tionist policies adopted by some regular food exporters
have worsened the crisis. Besides, the unsound norms
laid down by the World  Trade  Organisation  (WTO)
under  the agreement on agriculture, which restrain fi-
nancial support for grain procurement and exports
from public stockholdings, also constitute a significant
factor that is not being given due weight. The gravity of
the current food crisis, no doubt, cannot be underesti-
mated. According to the World Food Programme, the
number of severely food-insecure people has more than
doubled to 276 million in the past two years and, more
worryingly, the situation is likely to endure in 2023.
India is continuing to export rice without any restric-
tions and wheat on a selective basis despite having a
large population of its own to feed. Its rice exports last
year touched a record 21 million tonnes. In the case of
wheat, though the country is the world’s second largest
producer, its share in the global trade is normally very
little — just around 1per cent. Only last year - for the
first time - it exported about 7 million tonnes of wheat,
about half of which went to Bangladesh. Even after im-
posing the ban on exports, New Delhi has cleared ship-
ments of around 1.6 million tonnes of this staple cereal
to meet prior commitments and also to supply it to the
needy nations on humanitarian grounds.

Now curbs on atta, maida
after wheat export ban
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Vehicles move slowly during a traffic jam at ITO in New Delhi, Monday. July 11 marks the World Population Day,
which seeks to focus attention on the urgency and importance of population issues.

It’s 2022. Why do we still not 
have waterproof phones?

WORLD POPULATION DAY

RITESH CHUGH

T he impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on the global

tourism industry left not only
tourism companies but also the
tourism-driven economy in dire
straits. Shutdowns  and  travel  re-
strictions  led  to  the disappearance
of  international travel. For example,
China opened international flights
after nearly two years on July 5, with
India still not on the list of countries
allowed   to   operate   flights   to   the
neighbouring country. According to
the World Economic Forum data, the
aviation, travel, and tourism sector
lost $4.5 trillion and 63 million jobs
in 2020. It had a tremendous impact
on the well-being and living stan-
dards of communities across the
globe. It also forced people to reflect
on the impact their travel and
tourism choices make on climate
and the environment.  According to
The World Economic Forum's Travel
& Tourism Development Index 2021
an inclusive, sustainable, and re-
silient travel and tourism sector will
be the driving force for global con-
nectivity, peace, and progress in the
coming years. Among the top global
trends in the travel and tourism sec-
tor, safety and wellness, multi-pur-
pose travel, and vacation for friends

and relatives are going to dominate
in the short term, suggest interna-
tional experts on travel and tourism.
As the pandemic-related travel re-
strictions have been eased after
nearly two years, meeting friends
and relatives, and making use of a
trip for more than a single purpose
take priority. It also means the dura-
tion of  travel and the length of  stay
are expected to be longer.  The con-
cern among travellers about sustain-
ability is at an all-time high  and  the
younger  generation  seems  to  be
concerned about the likely impact of
their choices on the environment
and communities. In light of  these
concerns, tourists seem to be ready
to spend more per trip. However,
the concern that travel restrictions

can hange at short notice, late book-
ings are common and it’s putting
pressure on the industry in terms of
planning and anticipating demand
fluctuations. One of  the most signif-
icant trends that have emerged from
the pandemic is that people are now
more concerned about communities
and yearn for authentic local experi-
ences. It will give a boost to commu-
nity based tourism, which in turn
will engage, empower, and benefit
the communities. It also makes a
case for involving communities in
the planning and management of
tourism activities, in contrast to
mere partnerships with the public
and private sectors.

On August 2-4, 2022, PATA
(Pacific Asia TravelAssociation) will

host Destination Marketing
Forum2022 in Thailand where com-
munity-based tourism,with a special
focus on authenticity in culture, is
the main theme. It seeks to bring the
community and its undiluted cultur-
al heritage to the centre of  the trav-
el experiences.  Such tourism con-
cepts benefit everyone.The tourists
benefit from new and unique experi-
ences, living with the communities
away from over crowded commer-
cial tourist destinations. Besides re-
inforcing the cultural heritage, it lets
the communities gain financial in-
clusion. Another noteworthy tourism
trend that’s emerging is creative
tourism which can be pivoted to
hobbies and learning activities such
as swimming, dance, and cooking.
An interesting trend in the post-
Covid-19 travel and tourism space is
people booking  their  trips  online.
Although  virtual experiences are
fun they don’t make for visiting a
destination. Given this, communities
need education and upskilling to
leverage digital advantages. 

The post-covid-19 labour short-
age in the travel and tourism indus-
try is more pronounced in Europe
and North America. However, its
knock-on effect is seen widely in

Asia. A cancelled flight in Europe
due to limited staff, for example, af-
fects the Asia Pacific, too, where
people are keen on returning to their
jobs. A lot needs to be done to com-
bat labour shortage in this sector
and it may range from new hiring to
training to fill the gap left behind by
workers who left the sector during
the pandemic.

A key lesson from the pandemic is
that the domestic tourism industry
is more resilient and can come back
to life more quickly than internation-
al tourism. The number of  domestic
travellers is far higher than interna-
tional travellers. For example, in
Germany, domestic tourists account
for 80% of tourism revenue. In this
light, domestic tourism needs to be
revived and given a thrust for the
travel and tourism sector to gain its
lost ground. Environment and sus-
tainability in the travel and tourism
industry are going to dominate the
future discourse. Transportation is a
key contributor to energy and envi-
ronmental impacts in the tourism
sector. The airline industry is al-
ready witnessing demands to re-
duce emissions and technological
developments in this space will be
watched out with keen interest. 

Global tourism industry recovering after pandemic

F riday's cloudburst which left 16 to 18 persons dead
near the Amarnath shrine in Kashmir is yet an-

other example of increasing fury of nature. Thanks to
indiscriminate destruction of nature – forests in partic-
ular – the number of such calamities is on the increase.
The Amarnath cloudburst, which occurred in broad
daylight, was followed by heavy rain, prompting thick
streams of sludge to roll down the mountain slopes,
bringing down the pilgrimage tracks as well as camp
sites. The North-eastern region too has been experienc-
ing some of the worst natural calamities in the past few
weeks. While the Dima Hasao hill district is yet to recov-
er from the trail of destruction caused by heavy rains
which lasted for about 14 hours non-stop, the landslide
tragedy at Tupul in Manipur has left close to 50 dead and
missing. There have been similar incidents of land-
slides caused by heavy rains in Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya too in the past couple of weeks. In the Assam
plains – be it the Brahmaputra Valley or the Barak
Valley – thousands of people have lost their homes to
floods in the past few weeks. Even as the governments
are groping in the dark to identify the causes of these in-
cidents of natural calamity, any lay person with mini-
mum common sense will say that indiscriminate de-
struction of hills and forests has been the primary rea-
son behind the recent incidents of floods and landslides.

Official reports claim that there has been a marginal
increase in the country's total forest and tree cover in
the past decade or so. But then, it is also a fact that the
North-eastern region has lost 79 per cent of its tree
cover in 2020, recording the biggest dip in the entire
country. According to data released by University of
Maryland, over 1,10,000 hectares of tree cover had van-
ished from the North-eastern region during 2020. The re-
port has also said that the seven sister states of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram and Nagaland individually were responsible
for 5 to 14 percent of the country's loss in forest area be-
tween 2001 and 2020. Assam alone contributed the most
(14.1 percent) to the national tree cover loss during the
period. During 2021, forest cover in the North-eastern re-
gion had reduced by 1,020 sq km in comparison to the
previous year. Arunachal Pradesh lost 257 sq km of for-
est cover in 2021, with the impact falling not only on the
mountain state, but also on Assam, especially because
most of Assam's rivers, including the Brahmaputra,
flow down from there. According to government esti-
mates placed in the Rajya Sabha, Arunachal Pradesh is
followed by Manipur which lost 249 sq km of forest area
and Nagaland which lost 235 sq km forest cover during
2021. There is thus no doubt that it is such massive forest
cover loss which is responsible for nature's fury in the
region.

Nature’s fury
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Appointment

New Delhi:

Parameswaran Iyer,
who had spearheaded
the implementation of
the flagship USD 20
billion Swachh Bharat
Mission, on Monday
took charge as the
CEO of NITI Aayog. A
1981-batch IAS officer
of Uttar Pradesh
cadre, Iyer has worked
with both the public
and private sectors,
according to an offi-
cial statement. He was
secretary in the
Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation
during 2016 20. “With
over 25 years of expe-
rience in the water
and sanitation sector,
Iyer spearheaded the
implementation of the
India’s flagship USD
20 billion Swachh
Bharat Mission,
which successfully de-
livered access to safe
sanitation to 550 mil-
lion people,” the state-
ment said.

MCLR raised
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda has raised the
marginal cost of
funds based lending
rate by up to 0.15 per
cent for select tenor of
loans with effect from
Tuesday. The bank has
approved the revision
in Marginal Cost of
funds based Lending
Rate (MCLR) with ef-
fect from July 12, 2022,
Bank of Baroda said
in a regulatory filing
on Monday. The one
year MCLR, the
benchmark for most of
consumer loans such
as auto, home and per-
sonal loans, has been
revised upwards to
7.65 per cent from the
existing 7.50 per cent.
The three-month and
six-month tenor loans
will have new MCLRs
at 7.35 per cent and
7.45 per cent, respec-
tively, up by 0.10 per
cent each.

Mines auction

New Delhi: Mines
Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday said
incentives would be
provided to the states
which have success-
fully auctioned mines
and have identified po-
tential mineral blocks.
This will motivate
other states to per-
form better in the
mining sector. The
successful states,
Joshi said, will be re-
warded during the
National Conclave on
Mines & Minerals to
be held in the national
capital on Tuesday, ac-
cording to a statement
by the mines ministry.

Expansion
Mumbai: Jewellery
retailer Kalyan
Jewellers on Monday
said it is planning to
strengthen its retail
footprints in the non-
south market by
adding 10 showrooms
before Diwali, with an
investment of around
Rs 250-300 crore. “This
expansion is in line
with our Vision-2025,
where we hope to in-
crease the revenue con-
tribution from our non-
south markets, which
is now at approximate-
ly 35 per cent.

MALL OPENING

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Aditiyanath, Chairman of Lulu Group Yusuffali MA and others during the
inauguration of LuLu Mall, in Lucknow.

Mumbai, Jul 11:  

The Reserve Bank on
Monday asked banks to
put in place additional
arrangements for export
and import transactions in
Indian rupees in view of
increasing interest of the
global trading community
in the domestic currency.
Before putting in place this
mechanism, banks will re-
quire prior approval from
the Foreign Exchange
Department of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), the
central bank said in a cir-
cular. “In order to promote
growth of global trade
with emphasis on exports
from India and to support
the increasing interest of
global trading community
in INR, it has been decided
to put in place an addition-
al arrangement for invoic-
ing, payment, and settle-

ment of exports / imports
in INR,” it said. For settle-
ment of trade transac-
tions, the concerned banks
will require Special Rupee
Vostro Accounts of corre-
spondent bank/s of the
partner trading country.
“Indian importers under-
taking imports through
this mechanism shall
make payment in INR
which shall be credited
into the Special Vostro ac-
count of the correspon-
dent bank of the partner
country, against the invoic-
es for the supply of goods
or services from the over-

seas seller /supplier,” it
said. Exporters, undertak-
ing overseas shipments of
goods and services
through this mechanism,
will be paid the export pro-
ceeds in Indian rupees
from the balances in the
designated Special Vostro
account. This mechanism
may enable Indian ex-
porters to receive advance
payment against exports
from overseas importers
in rupees. As per the circu-
lar, the rupee surplus bal-
ance held can be used for
permissible capital and
current account transac-
tions in accordance with
mutual agreement. The
balance in special vostro
accounts can be used for
payments for projects and
investments; export/im-
port advance flow manage-
ment; and investment in
government bonds.

RBI announces measures 
for international 

trade  settlement in rupees

New Delhi, Jul 11:

Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Monday said it
has commenced bookings
for its upcoming mid-sized
SUV Grand Vitara.

The customers can pre-
book Grand Vitara —
which would compete with
the likes of Hyundai
Creta, Kia Seltos and Tata
Harrier, among others —
with an initial payment of
Rs 11,000. “With the model,
we are looking to strength-
en presence in the seg-
ment where we currently
lag behind the competi-
tion,” MSI Senior
Executive Director (Sales
& Marketing) Shashank
Srivastava told PTI.

He noted that the model
is well suited for Indian
conditions and would

come with multiple trims
featuring a mild and
strong hybrid system
mated to a petrol power-
train. The model would be
produced at Toyota
Kirloskar Motor’s
Karnataka-based plant as
per the global collabora-
tion pact inked between
Toyota and Suzuki.
Srivastava noted that the
new model with strong hy-
brid technology would de-

liver class-leading fuel effi-
ciency. He, however, did
not share the actual fig-
ures. Srivastava noted that
unlike the compact SUV
segment, which has many
models, the mid-SUV seg-
ment is less crowded in
terms of competition and
therefore offered growth
opportunities. “Our mar-
ket share is already very
less in the segment, so
with the new model we

would like to change that,”
he added. The Grand
Vitara would be globally
unveiled on July 20, with
production set to begin in
August. The actual launch
is expected during the up-
coming festive season,
Srivastava said.
Leveraging the expertise
of Suzuki design and engi-
neering and born from a
legacy of SUV capabili-
ties, the Grand Vitara with
its bold SUV design, so-
phisticated interiors, pow-
ertrains and segment-lead-
ing features is all set to
make a strong statement,
MSI said.

MSI recently launched
the all-new version of the
compact SUV Brezza,
priced between Rs 7.99
lakh and Rs 13.96 lakh (ex-
showroom).

Maruti Suzuki commences bookings for
upcoming mid-size SUV Grand Vitara

New Delhi, Jul 11:

The Dwarka
Expressway, also known as
the Northern Peripheral
Road, will be operational
in 2023 and will ease traffic
congestion on Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Monday.
Taking to Twitter, Gadkari
said Dwarka Expressway,
which is being developed
as the first elevated urban
expressway in India, will
reduce pressure on Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway
and arterial roads that ex-
perience heavy traffic, pri-
marily from the com-
muters of West Delhi.
D e l h i - G u r u g r a m
Expressway is a part of
Delhi-Jaipur-Ahmedabad-
Mumbai arm of Golden
Quadrilateral. The road

transport and highways
minister said 50-60 per
cent traffic on National
Highway-8 will be diverted
onto the new expressway,
thereby improving traffic
movement towards Sohna
Road and Golf Course
Road.

Once operational in
2023, it shall immensely
help reduce air pollution
in Delhi-NCR as well, he

added. The minister said
the expressway is a 16-lane
access-controlled highway
with provision of mini-
mum 3-lane service road
on both sides. Gadkari
said the 29-km expressway
connecting Dwarka in
Delhi to Gurugram in
Haryana is being devel-
oped at a total cost of Rs
9,000 crore. About 19-km of
the expressway stretch
falls in Haryana while the
remaining 10-km is in
Delhi.

Gadkari said Dwarka
Expressway will have 4
multi-level interchanges
(tunnel/underpasses, at-
grade road, elevated fly-
over and flyover above fly-
over) at major junctions
including construction of
longest (3.6 km) and widest
(8 lane) urban road tunnel
in India.

Dwarka Expressway to be
operational in 2023: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jul 11: 

Mercedes-Benz India on
Monday reported its high-
est ever second-quarter
sales at 7,573 units, register-
ing a 56 per cent jump over
the year-ago period. The
company had sold 4,857
units in the April-June peri-
od of 2021. The highest ever
Q2 sales were achieved on
the back of new product
launches, sustained de-
mand for existing products
and services, and a unique
omnichannel customer
journey created through
the Retail of the Future ini-
tiative, Mercedes-Benz
India said in a statement.
“This sales record becomes
even more significant
against the backdrop of
continued supply-side chal-
lenges, triggered by global

developments and also local
market challenges,”
Mercedes-Benz India
Managing Director and
CEO Martin Schwenk stat-
ed. The company expects
the semiconductor short-
age to continue in the com-
ing months, he added. “It re-
mains our endeavour to
scale up our production and
deliver the cars to the cus-
tomers and reduce the wait-

ing period. We have a solid
order bank of more than
6,000 cars, which makes our
market outlook very posi-
tive,” Schwenk said. The
third quarter will be highly
exciting as the company
lines up some of the most
anticipated Mercedes-Benz
models from the global port-
folio, for Indian customers,
creating a completely new
benchmark, he noted.

Mercedes-Benz clocks highest
ever Q2 sales of 7,573 units in India

New Delhi, Jul 11:  

Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR) on Monday said it
has commenced deliver-
ies of the new Range
Rover in the country. The
model comes with a line-
up of six and eight-cylin-
der powertrains, priced
between Rs 2.38 crore
and Rs 3.43 crore (ex-
showroom).

The new Range Rover
comes with 3 litre petrol
and diesel engines, re-
spectively. The model
also features a bigger 4.4
litre petrol powertrain.

“The New Range Rover
is the epitome of exclu-
sivity and modern luxu-
ry, that strikes the per-
fect balance of peerless
refinement with techno-
logical sophistication. It
is truly, the most desir-

able vehicle meant for
the most discerning of
customers,” JLR
President and Managing
Director Rohit Suri said
in a statement.

The new Range Rover
comes with five seats in
both Standard (SWB)
and Long Wheelbase

(LWB) body designs and
an option of a third row
for extended comfort for
up to seven adults in the
LWB, the automaker
stated.

JLR vehicles are avail-
able in India in 21 cities
through 25 authorised
outlets.

JLR commences deliveries 
of new Range Rover in India

Mumbai, Jul 11:

Equity benchmarks
ended three days of gains
to close modestly in the
red on Monday, weighed
by bearish global cues and
robust selling in IT coun-
ters following lacklustre
Q1 results from TCS.

The rupee dropping to a
fresh lifetime low against
the US dollar further
sapped risk appetite. The
30-share BSE Sensex,
which opened on the back-
foot, witnessed strong buy-
ing in late-afternoon trade.
However, it could not sus-
tain the momentum and
closed 86.61 points or 0.16
per cent lower at 54,395.23.
On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty dipped
4.60 points or 0.03 per cent

to end at 16,216. Bharti
Airtel was the biggest
loser among the Sensex
constituents, dropping 5.03
per cent, followed by TCS
which lost 4.64 per cent
after its earnings failed to
match market expecta-
tions.

The country’s largest
software exporter TCS on
Friday reported a 5.2 per
cent rise in June quarter
net profit to Rs 9,478 crore,
restricted by the impact of
annual wage hikes and
promotions that took oper-
ating profit margins to
multi-quarter lows.
Spooked by the results,
other IT stocks too suf-
fered strong losses in
Monday’s session, with
HCL Tech, Infosys, Wipro
and Tech Mahindra shed-

ding up to 4.10 per cent. In
contrast, Tata Steel, M&M,
Dr Reddy’s, ICICI Bank,
Asian Paints, Axis Bank
and Reliance Industries
climbed as much as 3.04
per cent.

“As the domestic market
turned its focus towards
quarterly results, the weak
start of IT earnings
wounded the sentiments,
forcing benchmark in-
dices to open on a weak
note.

However, with support
from banking, metal and
energy stocks, the domes-
tic market managed to
pare its losses to close flat-
tish,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking, said

amid the mixed global sen-
timent, the focus should be
on the upcoming macro-
economic data (IIP and
CPI) and earnings for
cues. “We reiterate our
positive view and expect
Nifty to test 16,500 soon.
Participants should align
their positions according-
ly and continue with the
‘buy on dips’ approach till
the Nifty holds 15,900 lev-
els,” he noted.

In the broader markets,
the BSE smallcap gauge
jumped 1.07 per cent and
the midcap index gained
0.63 per cent. Among BSE
sectoral indices, teck fell
the most by 3.08 per cent,
followed by IT (2.70 per
cent), capital goods (0.38
per cent) and telecom (0.06
per cent).

Sensex snaps 3-day winning 
streak; TCS leads IT pack lower

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1111::  

Bank credit offtake is expect-
ed to pick up following nor-
malisation of economic activ-
ities aided by the government
thrust on public expenditure
in current fiscal year, a report
said. 
According to the Care Edge
report, the gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) ratio
hit a six-year low of 5.9 per
cent in FY22 but remained
above the pre-asset quality
review of 2015-16. 

However, it said, India’s
NPA ratio is one of the highest
among the comparable coun-
tries despite gradual decline.
Non performing loans eased
in advanced economies due
to continued deleveraging,
and institutional and govern-
ment intervention, it said. As
the Indian economy has navi-

gated the pandemic-induced
shocks, it said, the bank cred-
it growth by scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs)
improved post-August 2021 to
reach 13.1 per cent in early
June 2022, a rate last record-
ed in March 2019. 

Apart from retail, the major
driver of this growth has been
the wholesale credit, which
reported double-digit growth
after witnessing a significant
slowdown last year, it said.
After a modest credit growth
in recent years, it said, “the
outlook for bank credit off-
take is positive due to the
economic expansion tracking
nominal GDP growth, rise in
government and private capi-
tal expenditure, rising com-
modity prices, implementa-
tion of the PLI scheme, the
extension of ECLGS for MSME
and retail credit push.” 

Credit growth expected 
to improve aided by govt’s
push on public spending Mumbai, Jul 11:  

The rupee depreciated
by 22 paise to close at a
fresh lifetime low of 79.48
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday,
tracking a strong green-
back overseas and sub-
dued domestic equities.
However, receding crude
oil prices in the interna-
tional market restricted
the rupee’s loss, forex
traders said. At the inter-
bank forex market, the
local unit opened weak at
79.30 against the green-
back and witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.24 and
a low of 79.49. It finally set-
tled at 79.48 (provisional),
down 22 paise over its pre-
vious close of 79.26. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, ad-

vanced 0.56 per cent to
107.60. On the domestic eq-
uity market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 86.61 points
or 0.16 per cent lower at
54,395.23, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty declined 4.60
points or per cent to 0.03.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
1.43 per cent to USD 105.49
per barrel. Foreign insti-
tutional investors were net
sellers in the capital mar-
ket on Friday as they sold
shares worth Rs 109.31
crore, as per exchange
data. Foreign investors
have pulled out over Rs
4,000 crore this month so
far amid steady apprecia-
tion of the dollar and ris-
ing interest rates in the
US. However, the pace of
selling by foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) has been
declining over the last few
weeks.

Rupee falls 22 paise to record
low of 79.48 against US dollar

ACROSS

1. Bullets, for short

5. Right away!

9. Tint

14. Laboratory bottle

15. Guitarist’s aid

16. Love, in Rome

17. Atypical

19. Ruin

20. Fourth letter

21. Reviewer Roger ____

22. Mails

23. Patched a ceiling

25. Injury marks

28. Warnings

32. Jazz’s ____ Fitzgerald

33. Dissertation

37. Devour

38. Terrible fate

39. Leases

40. Furthermore

41. Raggedy ____

42. Ice-cream dish

43. Presidential “no”

44. Nullify

46. Recorded

47. Fluctuation

52. Urban drainpipe

55. Operate a car

56. Society gal

59. Turn aside

60. Large-caliber weapons

62. ____ Witherspoon of “Legally

Blonde”

63. Golfer’s goal

64. Land parcel

65. Annoyed

66. Is indebted

67. Supervisor

DOWN

1. Enthusiastic

2. Deep mud

3. Foal’s mom

4. Grand ____ Opry

5. Diving gear

6. Fables

7. Into pieces

8. Rich cake

9. Cap ornaments

10. Obstruct

11. Midday

12. Crossword diagram

13. Slippery creatures

18. Solidifies

23. British baby carriage

24. Lift up

25. Car style

26. Exact copy

27. Beside
29. Rented again
30. A sense
31. Tolerated
33. More faithful
34. Barnyard layer
35. Finale
36. Train depot (abbr.)
40. Stratford-upon-____
42. Began
45. Reluctant
46. Christmas carol
48. Potato state
49. Pointer
50. Owner’s proof
51. Climbing plants
52. Agra attire
53. For all time
54. Calendar unit
56. Art ____
57. Proves human
58. Parting words
61. Hunting dog, for short
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The clouds have finally lifted, and you should be

able to see clearly again, Aquarius. The fire is

burning red hot and you’ll find people likely to

stick up for themselves more than usual. You

should do the same. Arguments could be espe-

cially heated today, and interesting facts and

revolutionary information will be passed from

person to person. Make sure you have your

facts straight before you open your mouth.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your slow and steady approach may need a

sharp kick in the pants today, Pisces. Don’t

withhold your opinions. This is a time to get it

all out on the table, despite the tension that it

may cause. Strong forces are at work, so don’t

be surprised if things get a bit more heated

than you’re used to. The fact is that incredible

breakthroughs can be made through disagree-

ments among different types of people.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try to seek freedom and new experiences
today, Aries. This is an important time for
you to spread your wings and explore. Keep
in mind that something or someone may be
working to restrain you emotionally. An
opposing force is promoting war while you
insist on keeping things peaceful. Perhaps
there’s an important lesson you need to
learn. Be more assertive in your actions,
and don’t let people walk all over you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

If people insist on having things their own

way, let them, Taurus. Fighting isn’t going to

do any good. This kind of reaction will only

cause more tension between you and the

other person involved. Approaching the situ-

ation with a hostile attitude will most likely

result in a lose/lose situation. If arguments

do occur, try not to take things personally.

Try your hardest to stick with the facts.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Suddenly you’ve found your energy again.

Your engine is oiled up and ready to go,

Gemini. Put yourself in high gear and don’t let

anything stand in your way. If disagreements

with others arise, try to keep focused on the

lessons that come from the situation instead

of dwelling on the negative aspects. Take

things to a higher level and don’t be afraid to

suggest radical change.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be a bit daunted by the frenzy of

energy present in the air today, Cancer. Try

not to get thrown off balance by others who

may be more abrasive than usual. Use this as

a time of release for yourself. By letting oth-

ers open up the cold, hard truth to you, you

have the opportunity to let out your own

truth as well. Unexpected events are likely

to come on the scene.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don’t be surprised if unexpected actions from
others give your heart a jolt today, Leo. You
could find that a strong force of erratic ener-
gy affects your emotions. It’s working to stir
things up quite a bit. Use your beliefs and
morals as guideposts to help you navigate dif-
ficult waters. Stay true to yourself and don’t
let others make decisions for you. You have
the power to make very significant break-
throughs.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

It’s time to implement the plans you fostered
as a result of internal processes over the past
few days, Virgo. Hop in the driver’s seat and
take control. As you do, you may need to
erect a bit of a mental barrier. People could
be somewhat abrasive, and your sensitive
nature is susceptible to harsh comments.
Take things with a grain of salt. Remember
that if people criticize you, it’s because they
love you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your mood should be quite good today,
Libra. Generally, you’ll find that people will
react to your tendency to take the lead.
Keep in mind that this also indicates that
they’ll probably be more likely to fight
back. You may have the tendency to lean
toward the bizarre and unconventional. The
route to take today is the one that fosters
diversity and revolutionary thinking. Be a
pioneer in every situation.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Be a little braver than usual today, Scorpio.

Take some risks and show others that you

have the strength to accomplish anything.

There is a lively, anxious feeling to the day

that could make you restless. This energy is

encouraging you to get up and get going.

Initiate something rather than wait for some-

one else to take the lead. Don’t be afraid to

fail. You’ll never succeed if you don’t try.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may have the spark that wants to light

things today, Sagittarius. Indeed, there’s a

fast-paced tendency to the day that is right

up your ally. You should be able to accom-

plish quite a bit under the prevailing trends.

Just make sure you’re constructive with

criticism and be careful that you aren’t too

abrasive toward the people you deal with.

In other words, be nice.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Interaction with others may not be especial-

ly satisfying for you today, Capricorn. You

could get the feeling that other people don’t

really care as much as you thought they did.

Keep in mind that everyone is doing the best

they can. Most people aren’t as sensitive as

you. They probably have no idea what sort of

impact their words have on you. Give others

the benefit of the doubt.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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F 
oorr  AAsshhii  SSiinngghh,,  hheerr  rroollee  iinn
tthhee  sshhooww  ‘‘MMeeeett’’  iiss  ppoossiinngg

mmaannyy  cchhaalllleennggeess  ttoo  hheerr,,  eessppee--
cciiaallllyy  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  ddiiff--
ffeerreenntt  ddiiaalleeccttss..  IInniittiiaallllyy,,  sshhee
wwaass  sseeeenn  ssppeeaakkiinngg  HHaarryyaannvvii
aass  MMeeeett  HHooooddaa;;  aafftteerr  aa  oonnee--
yyeeaarr  lleeaapp,,  tthhee  aaccttrreessss  hhaass  ttoo
aaddaapptt  ttoo  tthhee  GGuujjaarraattii  ddiiaalleecctt
ffoorr  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  MMaannjjaarrii,,  wwhhoo  iiss
aa  GGaarrbbaa  ddaanncceerr..  
AAsshhii  ssaaiidd::  ““‘‘MMeeeett’’  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa
ggrreeaatt  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  mmee  eevveerr
ssiinnccee  II  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  ffoorr  iitt..  FFiirrsstt,,
ttoo  ggeett  iinnttoo  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff
MMeeeett  HHooooddaa,,  II  hhaadd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn
aanndd  ggeett  mmyy  HHaarryyaannvvii  aacccceenntt
rriigghhtt..  AAnndd  nnooww  II  aamm  wwoorrkkiinngg
hhaarrdd  ttoowwaarrddss  aaddaappttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee
ccoorrrreecctt  GGuujjaarraattii  ddiiaalleecctt  ttoo
ppllaayy  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  MMaannjjaarrii..  ““II

bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  sshhooww  hhaass
kkeepptt  mmee  oonn  mmyy  ttooeess  aanndd  hhaass
hheellppeedd  mmee  ggrrooww  aass  aann  aaccttoorr  aatt
eevveerryy  sstteepp..  HHaavviinngg  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt,,
iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  lliittttllee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo
ggeett  tthhee  GGuujjaarraattii  aacccceenntt  rriigghhtt!!
IItt  iiss  nnoott  aass  eeaassyy  aass  iitt  ssoouunnddss,,
bbuutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  tteeaamm  ooff  ‘‘MMeeeett’’
hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  ssuuppppoorrtt--
iivvee..””

SShhaarriinngg  hhooww  tthhee  eennttiirree
tteeaamm  iiss  hheellppiinngg  hheerr  lleeaarrnn  tthhee
llaanngguuaaggee,,  sshhee  ssaaiidd,,  ““TThheeyy
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheellppiinngg  mmee  ppiicckk  uupp
tthhee  rriigghhtt  pprroonnuunncciiaattiioonnss  ffoorr
ddiiffffiiccuulltt  wwoorrddss..  II  mmuusstt  aallssoo
mmeennttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwhhoollee  lleeaarrnn--
iinngg  pprroocceessss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffuunn  ffoorr
mmee,,  aanndd  II  aamm  ggiivviinngg  mmyy  bbeesstt
ttoo  pprreesseenntt  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  aass
aauutthheennttiiccaallllyy  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..””

Akanksha
surprises with a

entry in
‘Swayamvar- Mika

Di Vohti’

Akanksha Puri makes a grand entry on Star Bharat’s show,
Swayamvar- Mika Di Vohti leaving the king Mika Singh and the
girls shocked. She goes onto challenging the girls and calls
herself, ‘The Only Queen’. Is she really going to be The One?
Let’s find out! The actress has participated in Mika Di Vohti as
one of the wild card contestants. Her entry is already doing
rounds on social media and she says, “I'm overjoyed and
ecstatic to be a part of Mika Singh's Swayamvar. This place
has a really great vibe. We’ve known each other for years and
now I’ve come to spread light and happiness in Mika’s life. I
can feel a lot of negativity in the air, the girls are frightened
and fighting amongst themselves. No matter what, I’ll keep
spreading love and happiness here. Talking more about the
contestants she says, “I can tell the girls are extremely talent-
ed and energetic. The girls have also received praise from
Mika Singh. I wish the girls all the best for the show.” Mika
Singh is awaiting for a life partner for himself in his show
Swayamvar- Mika Di Vohti. Contestants in the show are from
around the country who are fighting against each other to be
Mika’s ladylove. However, now actress Akanksha Puri has also
roped in for the show, not as a guest but as a contestant which
will make the girls more insecure and vulnerable as Akanksha
has been friends with Mika since 13years.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  kknnooww  iiff  AAkkaannkksshhaa  PPuurrii  wwiillll  bbee  MMiikkaa  SSiinngghh’’ss
QQuueeeenn  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt’’ss  sshhooww,,  ‘‘SSwwaayyaammvvaarr--  MMiikkaa  DDii  VVoohhttii’’
aatt  88ppmm..

B
ollywood star Ranveer
Singh, who recently ap-

peared on the non-fiction OTT
show, ‘Ranveer vs Wild with Bear
Grylls’, is thrilled with the appre-
ciation that the show has received
in just 24 hours.

The actor shared that although
he doesn’t purposely try to be dis-
ruptive, his choices turn out to be
disruptive in nature thanks to the
authenticity that those choices
entail. His choice of being a part
of the show is no different.

Reacting to the response to the
recently released Netflix show,
the actor said, “It’s the disruptive
nature of the concept and the for-
mat that people have really taken
to. Though my intention is never
to disrupt or be disruptive, I just
happen to make authentic choices
and they happen to be disruptive
choices; whether it’s in my choice
of films, the characters I create.”

The show is currently available
to stream on OTT platform
Netflix. Ranveer further shared
how he analysed that the show
consists of ‘Navaras’, “I remem-
ber, instinctively reacting to it in
the room telling the Banijay and
Netflix teams that this is there be-
cause it’s got all the Navaras. It’s
got humour, emotion, thrill, sus-
pense, romance, it’s got so many
flavours and to add to that; the au-
dience is participating in the

journey. I am really happy that
what was an experiment for me
has worked so well.”

About collaborating with Bear
Grylls, who is an icon by himself,
Ranveer said, “I am an adrenaline
junkie. I love when that rush of
adrenaline hits me when I am
doing a certain scene or when I

am doing action or when I am
shooting movies or doing a stunt
or stuff like that. I like fast cars, I
like speed, I like motorcycles, so I
am inclined to that. Adventure is
a space that I hadn’t really ex-
plored, which is why when I was
pitched this prospect I was very
excited by it.”

He added, “My first thought
was how cool it would be to go off
to a forest, something I had never
done before. I am very grateful
that it was with Bear Grylls who
is the king of the jungle. He is the
ultimate master of the survival
game. There is so much to learn
from him. It would not have been
the experience, and the show
would have not been anything
without Bear.”

Ranveer concluding by noting:
“Bear is somebody I made a solid
friend in. He is a virtuous man, a
grounded person and a warm per-
son. I look upon him as a brother
and I share a very warm bond
with him. He inspires me and the
kind of man he is, the solid fami-
ly man he is, I really have a great
amount of fondness for him.” On
the work front, Ranveer will be
seen in films like Rohit Shetty’s
‘Cirkus’, Karan Johar’s ‘Rocky
Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahaani’ and
South director S. Shankar’s
retelling of his cult classic
‘Anniyan’.

Ranveer Singh says his authentic
choices turn out to be disruptive

BB ollywood actor and film-
maker Farhan Akhtar

made his Marvel Cinematic
Universe debut with the fourth
episode of 'Ms. Marvel'. He
praised actress Iman Vellani,
who essays the titular role of
Kamala Khan and Ms. Marvel
in the series, and said that her
energy is very infectious.

Akhtar essays the role of
Waleed, the leader of the
ancient order known as the
Red Daggers. Waleed, who
acts as a mentor to Kamala
Khan when she lands in
Karachi to meet her maternal
grandmother, helps answer
and uncover the mystery
behind her superpowers and
her true identity.

Talking about his experi-
ence working on a Marvel set,
Akhtar said, "It was very
exciting working on the show.
It is an absolutely incredible
universe and they have creat-
ed some absolutely incredible
characters. So to be one of
them - to be Waleed - to be the
guy who is from the Order of
Protectors of the Red Daggers;
it just felt like a very serious
responsibility and at the same
time, very exciting too."

He further said that he sub-
mitted himself to the vision of
the directors while preparing
for the role. "Working with
Sharmeen the director and
Garry who did the action, I
had a wonderful time. We had
to go in for a couple of days to
do rehearsals and learn the
choreography. All the hard
work was done there, so that
when we got to the sets, it
was time to play," he added.

Sharing his experience with
fellow debutant Vellani, he
said, "She is an absolutely
wonderful person and that's
the most important thing. Her
energy is infectious and is the
driving force when it comes to
the cast of Ms. Marvel."

"They'd been shooting for a
long time before I met them in
Thailand where we did all our
work together and to see how
natural her ability is and how
committed she is to do the
part she was playing, it just
felt like it was day one for her
too. She was as excited as she
probably would have been on
day one. She is someone to
look out for, she is incredibly
gifted and incredibly talent-
ed."

Farhan opens up about
working with Iman Vellani:
Her energy is infectious!

From Haryanvi to
Gujarati, ‘Meet’ has kept
Ashi Singh on her toes

T
he grand finale of
‘MTV Roadies -

Journey in South Africa’,
India’s biggest adventure
reality television show,
crowned for the first time
ever not just one but two
winners! After several
weeks of challenges, elim-
inations, twists and turns
across the breath-taking
vistas of South Africa,
buddy pair Ashish Bhatia
and Nandini have
emerged as the ‘Ultimate
Champions’ of the new
season. Hosted by charis-
matic superstar and phil-
anthropist Sonu Sood, the
season finale was a nip
and tuck affair as the fi-
nalists gave their every-
thing to win the much-cov-
eted title, in a nail-biting
finish!  The remarkable
multi-city expedition
came to a glorious conclu-
sion at the iconic Victoria
& Alfred (V&A)
Waterfront in Cape Town.

Pitting the best against
the best, the grand finale
‘Race to the Top’ demand-
ed exceptional strategy,
pluck and grit. Finalist
buddy pairs Kevin
Almasifar-Moose Jattana,
Yukti Arora – Jaswanth
Bopanna, Gaurav Alugh-
Simi Talsania, and Ashish
Bhatia-Nandini faced a
true-blue Roadies-style
challenge with an unan-
ticipated whopping 4
stages, and some surpris-
ing plot twists, in and
around the picturesque
city of Cape Town. An

edgy suspense led to the
winner reveal, with
Ashish and Nandini soak-
ing in their well-deserved
crowning glory! Joining
the celebratory mood of
the winners, host Sonu
Sood also shook a leg to
the beats of live South
African music.

On the culmination of
the show, Sonu Sood, su-
perstar, philanthropist,
and Host of ‘MTV Roadies
– Journey in South
Africa’, said, “I am very
happy for both Ashish
[Bhatia] and Nandini.
They displayed immense

focus and determination,
coupled with a keen acu-
men for strategy, from get-
go. Playing host on MTV
Roadies Journey in South
Africa will always be spe-
cial to me, having seen all
the contestants embody
the true Roadies spirit on
this journey. Guiding and
mentoring them has been
a wonderful experience. “

Speaking about his win,
Ashish Bhatia shared, “I
am excited and over-
whelmed, all at the same
time. The show is iconic in
itself and for me, winning
MTV Roadies Journey in

South Africa is definitely
a dream come true. It has
been a wild ride, and I’m
most grateful to have won
this title with my buddy,
Nandini.”

Nandini, too, expressed
her joy at winning this
season’s mantle - “I cannot
describe how amazing
this is for me. MTV
Roadies Journey in South
Africa pushed me to bring
the best version of myself
each day, with every task.
This victory feels surreal.
Seems like god was
preparing me to win this
show the whole time.”

Ashish and Nandini win 'MTV
Roadies - Journey in South Africa'!
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Changwon, Jul 11 (PTI):

Young Indian shooter
Arjun Babuta stunned
Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Lucas
Kozeniesky to win the
men’s 10m air rifle event
and open the country’s ac-
count in the ongoing ISSF
World Cup here on
Monday.

In the gold medal clash,
Arjun humbled USA’s
Kozeniesky 17-9 in a
rather one-sided contest.

This is Arjun’s maiden
gold for the senior side. He
had bagged the yellow
metal at the 2016 Junior
World Cup in Gabala,
Azerbaijan.

The 23-year-old from
Punjab, who has been rep-
resenting India since 2016,

had earlier topped the
ranking round with a scin-
tillating 261.1 points to
qualify for the gold medal
clash.

Kozeniesky shot 260.4 to
join him even as qualifica-
tion leader Sergey Richter
of Israel settled for bronze
with a score of 259.9.

The other Indian in the
fray, Parth Makhija, who
also qualified for the rank-
ing event in fifth place fol-
lowing an impressive
show on Sunday, finished
fourth with a score of
258.1.

There was no stopping
Arjun in the final as he

raced to a 10-4 lead after
the first seven single-shot
series.

The winner of each se-
ries gets two points while
the points are spilt in case
of a tie and the first to 16
wins the match.

The American did not
give up till the end but
Arjun pulled out those big
high 10s when it mattered
most and finished clinical-
ly for a convincing score-
line to help India open
their account with the
brightest medal possible.

This was also foreign
rifle coach Thomas
Farnik’s maiden medal in
his very first international
assignment. The Austrian
had been appointed to the
job just ahead of the
Changwon World Cup.

Shooting World Cup: Arjun Babuta
strikes gold in 10m air rifle final London, Jul 11 (PTI):

Senior India pacer
Umesh Yadav will play for
Middlesex for the remain-
der of the English County
season replacing Pakistan
speedster Shaheen Shah
Afridi. The 34-year-old
pacer has represented
India in 52 Tests, 77 ODIS,
and 7 T20Is and has
scalped 273 international
wickets across all formats.
The county club sought
Umesh’s services as Afridi
has returned home to join
his national team for the
tour of Sri Lanka.
“Middlesex Cricket is de-
lighted to announce that
Indian international quick
bowler Umesh Kumar
Yadav has signed terms
with the Club and will join
for the remainder of the

2022 season,” the club said
in a statement. “This
morning the Club received
this confirmation, and

confirmation that he is
registered with the ECB,
and Yadav has, as a result,
now been named as an ad-

dition to Middlesex’s
squad for this weeks’
game.” Middlesex further
announced that Umesh
will be available to repre-
sent the club in both
County Championship
and Royal London Cup
campaigns for the rest of
the season. “He (Umesh)
comes to us with a wealth
of experience. He is a
proven world-class per-
former, and can not only
make a huge difference
himself for the remainder
of our Championship
campaign and to our
prospects in the Royal
London Cup but will also
be a fantastic role model
for our younger bowlers to
work alongside,” said Alex
Coleman, Middlesex’ Head
of Men’s Performance
Cricket.

Umesh to replace Shaheen Afridi in
Middlesex for remainder of County season

London, Jul 11 (PTI):

India won’t go ballistic
from ball one but the bat-
ters are expected to carry
their fearless approach
from the shortest format
to the ODIs when the
three-match series against
England begins here on
Tuesday.

India’s high-risk play
helped them win the series
against England and con-
sidering that the ODIs
have become an extension
of the shortest format,
skipper Rohit Sharma sees
no reason why his team
should back down from
that approach.

England redefined the
way ODI cricket was
played and their dominant
run culminated with the
World Cup trophy back in
2019. It won’t be an exag-
geration to say that India’s
fresh outlook towards the
shorter formats is in-

spired by the English tem-
plate. The three games
will be the only 50-over
contests India will feature
in before the T20 World
Cup but Rohit asserted

they still hold a lot of im-
portance.

“All matches are impor-
tant for us. We can’t play
thinking ODIs are not a
priority, but we have to

keep in mind the work-
load of each player. We
will make changes but our
ultimate goal is to win
matches. We will not leave
that thought process be-

hind,” said Rohit on
Sunday after the third T20
at Nottingham.

“For us, the aim is to
understand white-ball
cricket, how to play, new
guys are playing. 50 over
is an extension of T20.
Maybe you take less risk
in ODIs as compared to
T20 cricket but you have
to take it.”

The team will have an
optional training session
at The Oval with a quick
turnaround time between
the T20 and ODI series.

For someone like
Shikhar Dhawan, who
only plays only one for-
mat and will be captain-
ing the team in the West
Indies, it will be a chal-
lenge to take on the
England attack from the
word go. However, the
southpaw has found ways
to stay consistent,
whether he is playing
ODIs for India or the IPL.

India look to carry T20 template into ODIs

Galle, Jul 11 (AP):

Left-arm spinner
Prabath Jayasuriya
picked up the fourth-best
figures in the history of
test match cricket by a
debutant to back up
Dinesh Chandimal’s first
double hundred as Sri
Lanka beat Australia by
an innings and 39 runs on
Monday.

Australia lost nine
wickets in a dramatic last
session to lose the game
with a day to spare. It was
Sri Lanka’s first win by an
innings against Australia
since they first met in
1983.

Australia had conceded
a first innings lead of 190
and its openers did well to
add 49 runs for the first
wicket before Ramesh
Mendis made the break-
through by dismissing

David Warner (24).
Jayasuriya then ran
through the middle order.

A late replacement after
the Sri Lankan camp was
hit by several cases of
COVID-19, Jayasuriya
bowled with impeccable
control pitching to perfect
lengths to hamper the
Australian batsmen.

It was a remarkable
turnaround for Sri Lanka,
which was routed by 10
wickets in the first test
and then lost four players
due to COVID-19. They
brought in three debu-
tants: Jayasuriya was
man of the match claim-
ing 12 wickets for 177 runs,
Maheesh Theekshana had
three wickets, and
Kamindu Mendis hit a
half-century. Former cap-
tain Chandimal put Sri
Lanka in a winning posi-
tion with a stunning coun-

terattack to post his ca-
reer-best score.
Chandimal resumed the
day on 118 and finished
unbeaten on 206 to become
the first Sri Lankan to
post a double hundred
against Australia. He bat-
ted for more than nine
hours and faced 326 deliv-
eries hitting 16 fours and
five sixes.

When Sri Lanka’s ninth
wicket fell, Chandimal
was 159 not out and it did-
n’t look like he would get
to a double hundred but
then he took the opposi-
tion by surprise by strik-
ing the ball cleanly and
sending it out of the
ground on three occa-
sions. The right-hander
hit two consecutive sixes
off Mitchell Starc to com-
plete his double hundred
and was named player of
the series.

Sri Lanka records innings 
victory over Australia in 2nd test

Bangkok, Jul 11 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo is
“not for sale,”
Manchester United
manager Erik ten Hag
said on Monday.

The team is in
Thailand for a presea-
son tour but the 37-year-
old forward didn’t make
the trip due to an un-
specified family issue,
amid doubts over his fu-
ture at the club.

“He’s not with us and
it’s due to personal is-
sues,” Ten Hag said at a
press conference.

“We are planning with
Cristiano Ronaldo for
this season so that’s it.
I’m looking forward to
working with him.”

The Portugal star has
reportedly asked to
leave United.

“He hasn’t told me
this. I have read but
what I say is Cristiano is
not for sale,” Ten Hag

said. “Cristiano is in
our plans and we want
to (have) success togeth-
er.”

Ronaldo returned to
United from Juventus
last season after 12
years away from Old
Trafford but the team
finished in sixth place
and only qualified for
the Europa League
rather than the more
prestigious Champions
League.

United will also travel
to Australia as part of
its tour.

Ronaldo ‘not for sale’

Turin: Paul Pogba will be
looking to resurrect his
career and bring success
back to Juventus after
completing his return to
the storied Italian club on
Monday in a remarkable
piece of business for the
Bianconeri.

Six years after selling
Pogba to Manchester
United for a then-world
record fee of around 105
million euros ( 116 mil-
lion), Juventus has re-
signed the France mid-
fielder on a free transfer
again. Pogba first joined
Juventus in 2012, with the
Italian club paying
United only 800,000
pounds (around 1 mil-
lion) in related compensa-
tion for a player who was
then just a precocious

teenager. Now 29, Pogba
has signed a four-year
deal back at Juventus, re-
portedly turning down a
higher salary at Paris
Saint-Germain. More
than 1,000 fans welcomed
Pogba back home when
he arrived at the club’s
medical center on
Saturday.

Pogba completes return to 
Juventus from Manchester United

Nottingham, Jul 11 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma has hit back at
“experts” who are ques-
tioning Virat Kohli’s place
in the T20 side, saying the
star batter’s “quality” is
beyond doubt and the
team management will
continue to back him.

The likes of Deepak
Hooda got opportunities in
Kohli’s absence and he
made the most of it.
However, Hooda did not
find a spot in the playing
eleven after showing sub-
lime form against Ireland
and the series opener
against England.

Experts, including
World Cup winning cap-
tain Kapil Dev and former
England skipper Michael
Vaughan, have spoken
about Kohli’s prolonged

lean patch. Speaking to re-
porters after the third T20I
on Sunday, Rohit said the
experts don’t know what is
happening inside the
team. “It’s not difficult at
all for us because we don’t

listen to outside noise.
Also, I don’t know who
these experts are and why
they’re called experts. I
don’t get that,” Rohit said
when asked about his
thoughts on how the team

is looking at Kohli’s form.
While Kapil said players

can’t be picked on reputa-
tion and one has to go by
current form, Vaughan
feels Kohli needs a three-
month sabbatical from the
game.

“They are seeing from
outside, they don’t know
what’s happening inside
the team. We have a
thought process, we make
the team, we debate and
discuss it and think a lot
about it.

“The players we pick are
backed, they are given op-
portunities. People on the
outside don’t know about
it. So it’s more important
about what’s happening
within our team, that’s im-
portant for me,” said Rohit
in response to the growing
criticism over Kohli’s
wretched run.

Rohit hits back at ‘experts’, says
Kohli’s quality can’t be questioned

Wimbledon Jul 11 (AP):

Roger Federer dropped
out of the ATP rankings
entirely for the first time
in a quarter-century on
Monday, while Novak
Djokovic slid four spots
to No. 7 a day after win-
ning Wimbledon for the
seventh time.

Federer had appeared
in the singles rankings
every week since he
made his debut at age 16
in September 1997, tied
for 803rd, and held the
record for most time at
No. 1 until Djokovic
broke it.

Federer was 97th be-
fore play began at the All
England Club but now
has zero points because
the rankings are based

on a player’s results over
the previous 52 weeks
and he has not competed
at all since reaching the
Wimbledon quarterfi-
nals a year ago.

Shortly after that loss,
Federer had his third op-
eration on his right knee
in a span of about 18
months. Federer, who
turns 41 on Aug. 8, in-
tends to make his return
to tournament play in
his native Switzerland in
October and said during
an appearance at Centre
Court last weekend that
he hopes he can play at
Wimbledon next year.

Djokovic’s drop and
that of runner-up Nick
Kyrgios from No. 40 to
No. 45 despite reaching
the first Grand Slam

final of his career are a
result of the decisions
by the WTA and ATP to
not award any ranking
points for Wimbledon in
response to the All
England Club’s ban on
athletes from Russia and
Belarus over the war in
Ukraine.

On Monday, Djokovic,
Kyrgios and all other
players lost whatever
points they earned at
Wimbledon in 2021,
while not gaining any
benefit from how they
performed during this
fortnight.

So Elena Rybakina’s
first Grand Slam title did
her no good in the WTA
rankings; she remained
at No. 23, where she be-
came the second-lowest

women’s champion at
the grass-court tourna-
ment in the professional
era, which began in 1968.

The woman she beat in
Saturday’s final, Ons
Jabeur, went from No. 2
to No. 5, even though this
was her best showing at
a major.

Last year’s losing fi-
nalist, Karolina
Pliskova, fell eight spots
to No. 15, and some
women who moved
ahead of her achieved
their career highs on
Monday, including
Australian Open runner-
up Danielle Collins at
No. 7, U.S. Open champi-
on Emma Raducanu at
No. 10, and French Open
runner-up Coco Gauff at
No. 11.

Federer unranked for 1st 
time in 25 years; Djokovic to No. 7

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII))::

While not ruling a come-
back to the political crease,
India all-rounder-turned-min-
ister-turned coach Lakshmi
Ratan Shukla said he decided
to return to the cricketing
greens as he had much more
to offer to the gentleman’s
game, the first love of his life.

The 42-year-old ex-minis-
ter of state for youth services
and sports said quitting poli-
tics was “quite tough , but
the decision was prompted
by realisation that he still had

a lot to give back to the
game. “I realised that I have
so much to offer to this beau-
tiful sport. I knew it was the
right time to harness the bud-
ding talents of Bengal and
prepare them for a place in
the cricketing sun, Shukla
told PTI during an exclusive
interaction at its Kolkata
office. Shukla, who made his
debut in India colours against
Sri Lanka in 1999, runs two
cricket academies one in
Howrah and another in
Jhargram where coaching is
provided free of cost. The
`Howrah boy’ has 6217 runs
and 172 wickets to his credit
in first class matches.

“Baba (father) used to
coach me and my brother,
but he could not send us to
cricket academies due to
financial constraints. This
has always been on my mind
since childhood. So, when I
got an opportunity, I decided
to open these training cen-
tres.

I still have much more to
offer to cricket: Laxmi Ratan 

Former Indian cricketer
and politician Lakshmi
Ratan Shukla in Kolkata. 

The Hague, July 11 (AP):

Sari van Veenendaal,
goalkeeper and captain of
the defending champion
Netherlands, has been
ruled out for the remain-
der of the Women’s
European Championship
after injuring her shoul-
der in her team’s 1-1 draw
with Sweden in their
Group C opener.

Van Veenendaal will re-
turn to the Netherlands
on Monday and be re-
placed by Feyenoord goal-
keeper Jacintha Weimar,
the Dutch soccer associa-
tion said.

It is terrible news.
Firstly for Sari, of course,
but also for our entire
team, Netherlands coach
Mark Parsons said. Sari is
much more than a player
in our squad. She is our
captain and an important
leader. We are going to
miss her a lot.

Van Veenendaal flat-
tened defenders Stefanie
van der Gragt and Lynn
Wilms while defending a
free kick against Sweden
at Sheffield United’s
Bramall Lane on
Saturday. Van Veenendaal
received attention in the
aftermath and was forced
off around 10 minutes
later.

Van Veenendaal’s de-
parture is a second set-
back for the Netherlands,
which won the European
title when hosting the
tournament in 2017. On
Sunday, the team an-
nounced that midfielder
Jackie Groenen was in
isolation after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19.

The Netherlands next
plays Portugal in Leigh on
Wednesday. Portugal
bounced back from an
early two-goal deficit to
draw 2-2 with
Switzerland.

Netherlands captain Van Veenendaal
out of Euros with injury

Kolkata woman reunited with kin after
spending 2 months on Mumbai streets 

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The Mumbai police have
reunited a 29-year-old
woman with her family in
Kolkata, two months after
she came here aspiring for
a bright career, but ended
up spending days on streets
as she had no money, an of-
ficial said on Monday. A few
days back, the Sahar police
in Mumbai got a call from a
person saying a woman
near the airport was in
need of help.

The police went to spot
and enquired with the

woman, who identified her-
self as Leena Mukherjee.
She told the police that she
had worked with an insur-
ance company in Kolkata,
West Bengal. She came
here in search of a better
job, but failed to get it,
Sahar police station's assis-
tant inspector Kiran Kale
said.

She had brought some
money from home, but it
got exhausted, hence she
had been sleeping on
streets and other places in
Mumbai, he said. The
woman also told the police
that she had lost her mobile
phone and was not able to
contact her family mem-

bers in Kolkata, he said.
The Sahar police later got
in touch with officials at
the Garden Reach police
station in Kolkata, under
whose jurisdiction the
woman used to reside, and
asked them to contact her
family members.

The woman's family
members identified her, the
official said, adding that
her father is bed-ridden
and the family is financial-
ly weak. "We kept her at the
women staffers' room in
Sahar police station. The
police provided her food, a
train ticket and money for
travelling back to her
home," the official said.

Ranchi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Preparations are under-
way for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Tuesday
visit to Jharkhand's
Deoghar district, where he
is scheduled to inaugurate
multiple projects, includ-
ing an airport, officials
said. Modi will also lay
foundation stones for fresh
projects and take part in
an 11.5-km-long road show,
a senior police officer said,
adding that security has
been tightened in the dis-
trict.

The PM, during the
visit, will pay obeisance at
Baba Baidyanath Dham
Temple, one of the 12
Jyotirlingas, the officer
said. An official release
maintained that the prime
minister will lay founda-
tion and inaugurate proj-
ects worth Rs 16,000 crore
in Jharkhand.

The 657-acre airport,
which will be dedicated to
the people of the region on
the occasion, has been
built at a cost of Rs 401
crore. Low-cost carrier
IndiGo had last week an-
nounced that it would
launch the Kolkata-
Deoghar flight service on
July 12.

Enthusiasm was palpa-
ble among BJP workers on
Monday over the PM's pro-
gramme, with some of the
saffron party leaders, in-
cluding Lok Sabha MP
Nishikant Dubey, calling
the 11.5-km-long road
show a historic event .

According to the senior
police officer, lakhs of peo-
ple are expected to witness
or take part in the road
show on Tuesday, and
measures are being taken
in the region to ensure
that the programme pass-
es off smoothly.

Drones will be deployed
to monitor the entire road-
show, the officer stated. He
also said that people from
far and wide had been ar-
riving in Deoghar to par-
ticipate in the Shravani
mela, which is set to com-
mence on July 14, and
arrangements have been
made for their safety, too.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had on Sunday held
a high-level meeting with
senior officials and police
officers to take stock of the
preparations and security
arrangements ahead of
the PM's visit.

Of the projects that are
set to get inaugurated on
Tuesday include an in-pa-
tient Department (IPD)
and operation theatre
services at AIIMS,
Deoghar, and amenities
constructed at Baba
Baidyanath temple for
tourists.

Ahmedabad, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Several parts of dis-
tricts in south and central
Gujarat, including
Ahmedabad, received very
heavy rainfall over the last
24 hours, resulting in a
flood-like situation in vari-
ous low-lying areas from
where over 6,000 people
were shifted to safer
places, officials said on
Monday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called up
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and took
details of the situation. He
assured Patel of all possi-
ble help from the central
government, the Chief

Minister's Office (CMO)
said in a statement.

Due to the widespread
rains, 388 roads, including
state highways and pan-
chayat roads, were closed.
Efforts were on to open
them for the traffic.
Thirteen teams of the
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and 16 of the State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) have been de-
ployed to carry out rescue
operations, a government
release said.

Thirteen dams have
been put on 'high alert' and
eight on 'alert' as their
water level rose due to the
heavy showers, it said.

The IMD has forecast
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall with isolated extreme-
ly heavy showers during

the next five days in south
Gujarat, and heavy down-
pour in central parts of
the state and Saurashtra.

Ahmedabad city re-
ceived 219 mm downpour
on Sunday night, causing
water-logging in many res-
idential areas and flooding
on underpasses and roads.
Several areas in the city
inundated, resulting in
hardships for commuters.

Schools and colleges in
the city were closed on
Monday.

Narmada and Chhota
Udepur districts in central
Gujarat, and Surat, Tapi
and Valsad in south
Gujarat have been badly
affected due to the heavy
downpour. In Valsad dis-
trict, a helicopter was used
to rescue around 10 people
from a village where they

were stranded due to flood-
ing in the Auranga river,
revenue official Madhavi
Mistry said.

Nearly 1,000 people were
shifted to safer places from
various rain-hit areas in
Valsad and 15 rescued, five
of them from an urban
area, she said.

In Chhota Udepur dis-
trict, Bodeli taluka re-
cieved 549 mm rainfall and
Kwant taluka 432 mm
rainfall in the 24-hour pe-
riod till 6 am on Monday,
leading to water entering
many areas.

The Uchh and Heran
rivers in the district were
in spate, and caused flood-
ing in low-lying areas. A
total of 5,245 people were
evacuated and more than
350 rescued, an official
said.

In Bodeli town, river wa-
ters entered many residen-
tial areas. The movement
of four passenger trains
and an express train was
affected after tracks be-
tween Chandod and Ekta
Nagar sections were
washed away, a Western
Railway official said.

Panchmahal, Dang,
Navsari, Valsad, Tapi and
Kheda districts were also
affected by heavy rains, an
official from the State
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said.

In all, 218 out of 251
talukas in Gujarat re-
ceived rainfall in the 24-
hour period till 6 am on
Monday, it said. The state
has so far received 36 per
cent of its average annual
rainfall, as per the data
shared by the SEOC.

‘Overwhelming support
in favour of SUP ban’

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 

Eighty-three per cent of
the 1.76 lakh people sur-
veyed across Indian cities
support the ban on single-
use plastic (SUP), according
to a location-based social
network application.
However, 62.8 per cent of
the respondents believe
that the ban will cause
some inconvenience to
their day-to-day lives.

A ban on the use of sin-
gle-use plastics was notified
by the Union Environment
Ministry in August 2021
and came into effect on July
1. In less than a week, the
ban has done away with dis-
posable plastics like straws,

cutlery, earbuds, cigarette
packs, and plastic sticks for
balloons among many oth-
ers. According to the Public
App, 83.06 per cent respon-
dents said that they want to
see their country soar with
the newly implemented de-
cision and are willing to
"change their lives" for the
betterment of the society.
"Although some environ-
mentally-safe products
come at a premium and
switching to alternatives
seem to be a task, Indians
are ready to bear it. Close to
80 per cent of Indians are
willing to switch to environ-
mentally safe products to
protect the environment,"
the survey showed.

Churning in AIADMK 
gives DMK leverage

Chennai, Jul 11 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK in
Tamil Nadu stands to elec-
torally gain to a signifi-
cant extent and the BJP,
though now on the fringes,
could aspire to get more
electoral space in the wake
of churning in the
AIADMK.

Although a huge chunk
of party workers and of-
fice-bearers are apparent-
ly with the dominant
leader Edappadi K
Palaniswami, ousted fig-
urehead O Panneerselvam
does have a clout among
sections of party workers
in select regions of Tamil
Nadu. At the same time V
K Sasikala, confidante of

late party matriarch J
Jayalalithaa is staking
claim to the late leader's
legacy. Dramatically, she
declared that both
Panneerselvam and
Palaniswami were mere
'shadows' while she is the
'truth', meaning she is the
real leader. Her remark

comes following the expul-
sion of Panneerselvam
and the violence wit-
nessed in the AIADMK
headquarters.

Narrating an anecdote
to her supporters in
Pudukottai District, she in
a veiled manner hit out at
both of them and said

party workers rallied only
behind her. Apparently,
Sasikala has underscored
that she continues to be in
the race to wrest the
party's leadership. She as-
serted that she would
unify and steer the
AIADMK towards victory.

Along with Sasikala,
her nephew TTV
Dhinakaran who heads a
separate outfit is also in
the race for pro-AIADMK
and anti-DMK votes. This
leaves the field open to as
many as 4 players includ-
ing the dominant leader
Palaniswami to fight for
the legacy AIADMK votes.
Dhinakaran's Amma
Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam played spoil-
sport for the AIADMK in a
number of constituencies
in the Assembly election
held last year.

p 6,000 people 
evacuated
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Mahendra Pitale, a survivor of the 2006 Mumbai train blast, with his one hand amputated pays tribute at a memorial
during the anniversary of 7/11 train blast, at Mahim railway station in Mumbai, Monday.

TRAIN BLAST ANNIV

A poster created by ASHA workers on World Population Day, at Bangalore Medical College and Research Institute
in Bengaluru, Monday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
general council members react after party leader
Edappadi K. Palaniswami got elected as interim General
Secretary of the party, during the general council meeting
of AIADMK, in Chennai, Monday.

SURVEY RESULT Flood-like situation parts of Gujarat after heavy rainsGoa Cong files petitions
with Speaker to disquali-

fy MLAs Lobo, Kamat
PPaannaajjii,,  JJuull  1111  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Monday filed pe-
titions with the Goa Assembly
Speaker Ramesh Tawadkar
seeking disqualification of its
MLAs Michael Lobo and
Digambar Kamat. The
Congress has accused the two
MLAs of hobnobbing with the
ruling BJP to bring about a
split in the opposition party. 

Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee president Amit
Patkar said disqualification pe-
titions have been filed against
Lobo and Kamat, adding that
the Speaker had been in-
formed about the party's deci-
sion to remove Lobo as Leader
of Opposition in the Assembly.
"Disqualification petitions
have been filed against both
the MLAs as they have volun-
tarily given up membership of
the party. 

Security beefed up for
PM’s J’khand visit

Deogarh airport, other projects to be unveiled

Thackeray writes to
15 MLAs backing him

Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI):
Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray has written a let-
ter to 15 MLAs who contin-
ue to back him despite a re-
bellion in the party, lauding
them for their "loyalty" to-
wards the 56-year-old organ-
isation and not falling prey
to any inducements or
threats to switch sides. In
the letter dated July 6,
Thackeray, who resigned as
the chief minister of
Maharashtra late last
month following the rebel-
lion, said Sena founder late
Bal Thackeray had always
preached loyalty towards
the party and that legisla-
tors who stayed back with
him followed his teachings.
As a Shiv Sena MLA, you
diligently followed his (Bal
Thackeray's) teachings of
loyalty. You did not fall prey
to threats or inducements
and remained loyal to the
Shiv Sena. Maharashtra is
proud of your stand and
this will also strengthen the
party, the letter said.

Lauds them for loyalty
towards party

Sealdah station of Kolkata metro inaugurated
Howrah (WB), Jul 11 (PTI): 

Union minister Smriti
Irani on Monday inaugu-
rated the Sealdah metro
station of East-West corri-
dor, which will help people
living in Kolkata's suburbs
to reach IT hub of Sector 5
without hassle. Irani inau-
gurated the station virtu-
ally from Howrah Maidan,
the terminal station of the
16.6-km corridor on the
other side of river
Hooghly.

Trains were so far run-
ning between Sector 5 and
Phoolbagan. Commercial
services till Sealdah will
begin on Thursday, taking
the total operational
length of the corridor to 9

km. Irani said the 2.33-km
extension up to Sealdah
will help around 35,000
passengers in their daily
commute.

Local TMC MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay and MLA
Paresh Pal boycotted the
programme, alleging that
Indian Railways "insulted"
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee by inviting her at
the "last minute" for the in-
auguration of the station,
located in central Kolkata.

The metro station will
link suburban train serv-
ices at Sealdah, one of the
busiest terminal railway
stations in the country,
providing connectivity to
the passengers travelling
to Salt Lake and the IT hub

of Sector 5. The metro au-
thorities are pinning
hopes that the extension of
services up to Sealdah will

significantly increase the
number of passengers in
the partially operational
East-West metro corridor,

which is suffering from
low patronage. When fully
operational, the line will
connect Howrah to Salt
Lake via Kolkata. A part of
the line has been built
under the river bed of
Hooghly, making it the
first underwater metro
system in the country.

The foundation stone for
the corridor was laid in
February 2009 by then
chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee in presence
of then Union minister
Pranab Mukherjee.
Kolkata boasts of the
country's first metro rail
system -- the North-South
Line, which at present op-
erates from Dumdum to
Kavi Subhas.

Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti
Irani virtually inaugurates Sealdah Metro station of the
East-West Metro corridor, at Howrah Maidan Metro sta-
tion in Howrah, Monday.


