
Mulayam bereaved
LLuucckknnooww::  Samajwadi
Party (SP) founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
wife Sadhna Gupta passed
away at a private hospital
in Gurugram on Saturday
after a prolonged illness.  

Busted
SShhiilllloonngg:: Meghalaya DGP
L R Bishnoi on Saturday
said the state police have
busted an inter-state gold
smuggling racket and
arrested five persons. He
said the police have
seized more than 800 gm
gold and Rs 27 lakh cash
from the possession of
the five arrested persons.

Watery grave
JJhhaabbuuaa:: Two minor sisters
allegedly fell into a well
and drowned in a village
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Jhabua district, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place at
Parwalia village under
Kakanwani police station
limits on Friday, an
official said.
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A buddhist monk wearing
masks performs Cham

dance at Sashur Monastery
near Keylong in Lahual and

Spiti district, Saturday. 

Colombo, Jul 09 (PTI):

Thousands of irate anti-
government protesters in
Sri Lanka on Saturday
stormed into embattled
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s official resi-
dence in central
Colombo’s high-security
Fort area after breaking
the barricades, as they de-
manded his resignation
over the island nation’s
worst economic crisis in
recent memory. At least 30
people, including two po-
licemen, were injured in

clashes between security
personnel and protesters
some of them holding Sri
Lankan flags and helmets -
who had gathered in large
numbers in the Fort area,
demanding President
Rajapaksa’s resignation.

Rajapaksa, who was fac-
ing calls for resignation
since March, was using
the President’s House as
his residence and office
since protesters came to
occupy the entrance to his
office early April.

According to sources,
the President had been
moved out of his residence
on Friday, in anticipation
of Saturday’s protests. His
whereabouts was un-
known as protesters have
now occupied both his of-
fice and official residence.

A group of his own par-
liamentarians have ad-
dressed a letter to him urg-
ing him to step down and
appoint a new Prime
Minister and an all-party
government.

According to a viral
video on social media, a
VIP motorcade has
reached the Colombo in-
ternational airport where
a SriLanka Airlines air-
craft was parked.

Amid the turmoil,
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe on
Saturday summoned an
emergency meeting of all
political parties and also
requested the speaker to
summon parliament, a
statement from his office
said. The anti-government
protests in April forced the
resignation of prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa,
the elder brother of
President Rajapaksa, in
May.

Protesters who climbed
the walls of the
President’s House are now
occupying it without dam-
aging any property or in-
dulging in acts of violence.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 09 (PTI):

A Maoist hideout at the
Odisha-Chhattisgarh bor-
der was busted following a
gunfight with the security
forces, police said on
Saturday. However, over 60
Maoists including some fe-
male cadres could manage
to flee the camp at
Patdhara Reserve Forest
in Boden police station
area of Nuapada district,
they said.

Acting on a tip-off about
the presence of Maoists,
the District Voluntary
Force (DVF), Special

Operation Group (SOG)
and CRPF raided the area
on Thursday, they said.

“Around 10.10 am on
Friday, 60-80 Maoists
opened fire, targetting the
forces,” a police officer
said.

Among the Maoists
present there were Murli
alias Sangram Reddy,
Debji, Jayaram alias
Chhalpati and Kartik alias
Dashru, he said.

The force stuck back,
but the Maoists could flee
into the forest after a gun-
fight that lasted for an
hour, he said.

Ranchi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
seized Rs 5.32 crore cash
after it conducted raids
at about 18 locations in
Jharkhand as part of a
money laundering in-
vestigation against
Pankaj Mishra, the po-
litical representative of
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, and those linked
to him, officials said
Saturday. The searches
were launched on
Friday in Sahibganj dis-
trict and its towns like
Berhait and Rajmahal
and the probe pertains
to alleged irregularities
in the award of toll
plaza tenders in the
state. The search teams
have seized Rs 5.32 crore
in cash from the premis-
es of a person and in-
criminating documents

from multiple locations,
officials said, adding
that raids at a few loca-

tions are continuing.
The money laundering
case stems from a state

police FIR and the ED is
also looking at purport-
ed links between alleged
illegal coal mining oper-
atives and those in-
volved in operations of
toll plaza tenders in
Jharkhand, official
sources had said.

The federal agency in
May raided IAS officer
Pooja Singhal, her busi-
nessman husband and
others as part of a
money laundering in-
vestigation against
them. The 2000-batch of-
ficer, who was holding
the charge of
Jharkhand mining sec-
retary, was suspended
by the state government
following her arrest by
the ED. A charge sheet
was filed against her
and others by the
agency before a special
PMLA court in Ranchi
early this week.

ED seizes Rs 5.32-cr cash after raids against J’ khand CM’s aide

Cash seized by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) dur-
ing raids as part of a money laundering investigation
against Pankaj Mishra, the political representative of
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren, and those
linked to him, in Sahibganj district, Saturday.

Maoist hideout busted 
At Odisha-Chh’garh border

SRI LANKA CRISIS

Protesters storm Lanka
Prez’s home, swim in his pool

Protesters gather inside the premises of Sri Lankan
presidents official residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
Saturday.

PM Wickremesinghe resigns 
Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe resigned
Saturday, hours after thousands of protesters broke through
barricades and entered President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s resi-
dence in Colombo to vent their fury against a leader they hold
responsible for the nation’s worst economic crisis. The Prime
Minister’s Media Division said that Wickremesinghe will resign
after an all-party government is established and the majority
is secured in Parliament. His office said that Wickremesinghe
will continue as Prime Minister until then.
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AIIMS-R imparts Dialysis training to Doctors from 14 Districts Hospitals

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0099::  To provide Dialysis
training to the state’s medical pro-
fessionals, the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur has con-
ducted a three-day Dialysis Training
program for Doctors of
Chhattisgarh’. The program will give
the much-needed impetus to the
state health department as District
Hospital needs more professionals
for dialysis as kidney-related cases

are rising.
Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar,

Director, praised the Department of
Nephrology for an innovative train-
ing program. ‘AIIMS’s foremost pri-
ority is the capacity augmentation of
the state health department. He said
that such training programs could
help to provide advanced treatment
facilities at the district level, thus
less burden on super-specialty hos-

pitals. Padma Awardee Prof.
Vivekanand Jha praised the contin-
ued improvement in state health
infrastructure and encouraged spe-
cialists to provide much-needed
patient support. Dr. Urya Nag,
Supervisor, Health System, WHO,
and Dr. Surendra Pamboi, Joint
Director, NHM, also discussed man-
aging the dialysis unit at the district
level. Program Coordinator and HoD,
Nephrology Dept. Dr. Vinay Rathod
said that three days training pro-
gram from 07 to 09 July witnessed
intense theoretical and practical
training on diverse dialysis topics,
including basics and complications

of hemodialysis, record keeping,
infection control, inter-institutional
and inter-departmental coordina-
tion, RO plant and its maintenance.
Expert lectures include Dr. Sourabh
Nayak (AIIMS Bhatinda), Dr. Varun
Agrawal (DKS), Dr. Avinash Tiwari,
Dr. Vinay Kumar AV, Dr. Dola
Jashwant Kumar, Dr. Rohit Bagde,
Dr. Anees.

According to Dr. Rathod, the
department has conducted around
3300 dialyzes until June this year.
The training program under Pradhan
Mantri Dialysis Program will ensure
expert dialysis facilities at 14 district
hospitals across the state.

Dilapidated hostel-ashram and
school buildings in tribal areas be
repaired on priority basis: Baghel

Raipur, Jul 09: A meeting
of the Chhattisgarh Tribes
Advisory Council was held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here today. The Chief
Minister directed to get the
work of repairing the di-
lapidated hostel-ashram
and school building of trib-
al areas done on priority
basis.

He instructed to carry
out repair and mainte-
nance works in buildings
of schools, ashrams and
hostels that have been
started after a gap of two
years due to COVID pan-
demic. The Chief Minister
also directed to construct
hostels for the children
studying in Swami
Atmanand English medi-
um schools being run in
tribal areas. He also in-
structed to rationalize the
teachers on the basis of the
number of children regis-
tered in the schools.

The Chief Minister told
the officials to send propos-
al to the central govern-
ment after studing the diffi-
culties being faced in is-
suance of caste certificates
by organising camps of
Chhattisgarh State Tribal

Research and Training
Institute (TRI) in the tribal
areas. Proposal presented
in relation to the imple-
mentation of the
Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Upabandh (Extension of
Scheduled Areas) Act-1996
(PESA Act) was unani-
mously approved in the
meeting. The report on the
administration of sched-
uled areas for the year 2020-
21 which is to be sent to the
Governor was also ap-
proved in the meeting.

Implementation of con-
stitutional provisions for
educational and social eco-
nomic promotion of sched-
uled tribes, details of
major schemes, various de-
velopments implemented
by  departments in sched-
uled areas, demographic
information of specially
vulnerable tribes of the
state, status of administra-
tive units and development
works, scheduled tribes
and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act 2006 and
Rules 2007 as amended,
the implementation of
Rules 2012 is mentioned
in the report 2020-21 to be
sent to Governor.

The officials informed
that in compliance of the
decision taken in the ear-
lier meeting of the Tribal
Advisory Council, the
survey work of 19 villages
of Narayanpur district

has been completed and the
work of survey of two vil-
lages is under process. It
was also informed in the
meeting that till March
2022, 4 lakh 46 thousand 41
individual forest rights pa-
pers, 45 thousand 764 com-
munity forest rights, 3
thousand 516 community
forest resource rights let-
ters have been distributed.
In this way a total of 4 lakh
95 thousand 455 forest
rights letters have been dis-
tributed. According to the
announcement of Chief
Minister Baghel, district
wise list has been issued by
the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department regarding the
appointment of 9623 edu-
cated youth of specially
weaker tribal group in gov-
ernment service. The meet-
ing was attended by sched-
uled tribe development
minister Dr Premsai Singh,
food minister Amarjit

Bhagat, tribal advisory
council vice president
Rampukar Singh, Lok
Sabha MP Deepak Baik, as-
sembly deputy speaker
Manoj Mandavi, parlia-
mentary secretary
Shishupal Sori, and council
members Laxmi Dhruv,
Mohan Markam,
Chakradhar Singh,
Indrashah Mandavi, Mohit
Ram, Gulab Kamro, former
MLA Bodhram Kanwar,
chief secretary Amitabh
Jain, additional chief sec-
retary Subrat Sahoo, sched-
uled tribe development and
welfare department secre-
tary DD Singh, panchayat
and rural development sec-
retary Prasanna R, energy
department secretary
Ankit Anand, secretary
school education Dr S
Bhartidasan, commission-
er scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe develop-
ment department Shammi
Abidi.

Congress leader Khera accuses 
BJP of links with terror accused

Raipur, Jul 09: Congress
on Saturday accused the
BJP of having links with
terrorists and said the saf-
fron party was playing a
“disgusting game” under
the garb of nationalism.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera spoke to reporters
here as part of the party’s
plan to hold press confer-
ences across the country
over the issue. The BJP
has denied these allega-
tions.

The Congress party has
never favoured doing poli-
tics on the issue of terror-
ism. But the way the links
of terrorists and criminals
with the BJP are coming
to light one after another,
it has become necessary to
ask questions and put
facts before people. In the
garb of nationalism, the
BJP is playing a disgust-
ing game to hollow out the
country,” said Khera, head
of the Congress’ media de-
partment.

The brutal killing of tai-

lor Kanhaiya Lal in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur was a
“terrorist incident”, he
said, alleging that Riyaz
Attari, one of the main ac-
cused, was a BJP member
since 2019.

“In Jammu and
Kashmir, villager appre-
hended two terrorists who
were planning to attack
Amarnath Yatra. One of
them is Talib Hussain
Shah who was an office-
bearer of the BJP’s minor-
ity cell in Jammu and
Kashmir. Even Irfan
Khan, alleged mastermind
of chemist Umesh Kolhe’s
murder in Maharashtra’s
Amravati, had cam-
paigned for Independent
MP Navneet Rana whose
links with the BJP are bet-
ter known to the media
than to me, Khera alleged.

Rana earlier this week
denied that she or her hus-
band and MLA Ravi Rana
had any connection with
the main accused in the
Kolhe murder. Khera also
cited other examples of
terror accused who al-
legedly had connections
with the BJP.

The BJP was trying to
divert peoples’ attention
from critical issues like
unemployment, price rise
and mismanagement of
the economy, he said,
adding that the saffron

party wanted to create an
atmosphere of hatred and
seek votes by claiming to
be the ‘thekedar’ (custodi-
an) of one particular reli-
gion.

Asked about the use of
the term “Hindu terror-
ism”, Khera claimed that
a former bureaucrat in
the home ministry who
later joined the BJP was
the first one to use it.

“Congress leadership
does not favour this term.
A terrorist is a terrorist.
Terrorism has no colour
or religion. Be it
Nathuram Godse, Riyaz
Attari or Talib Husaain
Shah, a terrorist is just a

terrorist, he added.
Refuting Congress’s al-

legations, Chhattisgarh
BJP spokesperson
Gaurishankar Srivas said
it should first look at the
actions of its own leaders.

Congress should first
ask (party president)
Sonia Gandhi why tears
were shed after the Batla
House encounter inci-
dent....Who offered
biryani to (Mumbai at-
tack convict) Ajmal
Kasab? Those who call
stone-pelters their broth-
ers should be ashamed
while questioning the
BJP on nationalism,”
Srivas said.

‘Congress patronising terrorism

by creating confusion’
Sunil Soni hits back at Pawan Khera

Raipur, Jul 09: While Congress is linking BJP with
terrorism, yet BJP is observing Chhattisgarh Bandh
in protest against terror incidents, said BJP MP Sunil
Soni in his counter-attack on Congress leader Pawan
Khera for his allegation of BJP link with terrorism.

‘We have already been insisting upon hanging ter-
rorists, but the Congress is doing the work of patron-
izing terrorism by spreading confusion and ignoring
our demands’, said Soni, adding that this misleading
policy of Congress is going to vitiate atmosphere in
the country. Pawan Khera gave irresponsible state-
ment, Soni said, adding that such incidents are taking
place more in Congress ruled states.

Instructions for
construction of hos-
tels for children
studying in Swami
Atmanand English
medium schools in
tribal areas

Rationalization of
teachers to be done
according to
strength of children

Tribal Advisory
Council meeting
held under chair-
manship of Chief
Minister

Raipur/Bilaspur, Jul
09: Chairman and
CEO Railway Board V
K Tripathi reached
Raipur by Friday
evening flight. Soon

after reaching Raipur
he left for Jharsuguda
in the night by
Inspection Special
Train. He was received
by GM SECR Alok

Kumar and other high-
er officials.

Tripathi inspected
Jharsuguda station on
Saturday morning and
thereafter inspected
Mahanadi Coal siding
at Brajrajnagar. After
inspecting Mahanadi
Coal siding, Chairman
inspected Ib Valley
Coal siding and other
coal sidings through
window trailing. In
course of his inspect-
ing Mahanadi Coal sid-
ing he talked to MCL
officials in connection
with loading. He also
gave necessary in-
structions to SECR GM
and other officials.
Chairman will also
conduct inspection of
SECR on Sunday.

Chairman Railway Board visits SECR 

Raipur, Jul 09: As part of
the Amrit Mahotsav cele-
brations on the 75th year
of independence as a pub-
lic festival with the spirit

of public participation, a
plantation event to initiate
one more step towards the
planned Oxy zone was
orgnised under the aegis

of Jindal steel and power
limited (JSP) Raipur, at
the venue Adjacent to
Shakti Vihar phase-02.
More than 100 employees
from different depart-
ments of JSPL were pres-
ent to be a part of the tree
plantation

The concluding day of
the celebration will take
place on Sunday with the
last event for this occa-
sion, Walkathon, at 7 am
near Marine Drive Raipur.

Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board will be the chief
guest in this program.
On this occasion, the
company has requested
all the eager participants
to make the competitive
opportunity meaningful
by giving their best re-
gards to making the
above objective worth-
while.

Plantation event held at Oxy Zone

JSPL to organise
Walkathon on

Sunday morning

NIT to hold i-Talk
session on innovative

start-ups
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0099:: Innovation Cell
and Entrepreneurship Cell of
National Institute of
Technology  Raipur are
organising an i -Talk session
on innovative startups with
Data Analysis and AI on 11th
July in hybrid mode. The
event will serve as an excel-
lent platform for
technophiles to nurture their
young minds towards accel-
erated research and innova-
tion. The orator of the event
will be a machine learning
and artificial intelligence
expert Ankit Sirmorya, an ML
Engineering Manager at
Amazon. He graduated from
NIT Raipur (2008-2012) with a
Bachelor’s degree in
Computer Science &
Engineering, thereafter, com-
pleted MS in Machine
Learning from the University
of Florida (2014-2015).  
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New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government has
proposed a new bill which
for the first time seeks to
regulate e-pharmacies and
medical devices and pro-
vides for penalties includ-
ing imprisonment for fail-
ing to pay compensation
for injury or death during
clinical trials for both
drugs and medical de-
vices.

Also, for the first time,
regulations for conduct of
clinical trials for new
drugs and medical devices

have been brought under
the draft New Drugs,
Medical Devices and
Cosmetics Bill, 2022 which
seeks to replace the exist-
ing Drugs and Cosmetics
Act of 1940.

Currently, conduct of
clinical trials for new
drugs and medical devices
and the provisions for
compensation for injury
or death on account of par-
ticipation in clinical trials,
medical management of
the trial participants and
regulation of ethics com-
mittee etc are regulated

under the New Drugs and
Clinical Trials Rules, 2019.
Also, medical devices are
treated as drugs and there
is no separate definition of
them. The draft bill has a
separate chapter for
AYUSH drugs which pro-
poses to regulate Sowa
Rigpa and Homeopathy for
the first time.

The existing act regu-
lates Ayurveda, Unani and
Siddha drugs and cosmet-
ics. The draft bill has been
put up in the Union health
ministry’s website and
suggestions, comments

and objections from the
public and stakeholders
have been sought within
45 days from the date of
issue of the notice (July 8).

The work of review and
updating of Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945 was
vigorously taken up from
2016.

“In light of recommen-
dations of the central gov-
ernment and the felt need
to have comprehensive leg-
islation, a committee was
constituted for framing
the New Drugs, Cosmetics
and Medical Devices Bill.

Coimbatore, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government has
come out with a policy to
encourage participation
of private companies in
space technology as part
of reforms in the field,
ISRO chief S Somanath
said on Saturday.

The government would
consult with industries
and startups to strength-
en the space eco systems
under the public- private
partnership in infra-
structre, remote-sensing
and development of new
technology, Somanath
told reporters on the
sidelines of 26th convoca-
tion of Karunya

University here.
With regard to
investment, he
said it would be
100 per cent for
Indian compa-
nies and 70 per
cent through
FDI with the ap-
proval of the
Centre. To a
question on the launch of
small satellite launch ve-
hicle (SSLV), Somanath
said it would happen by
this month-end or at the
beginning of August.
Asked about starting a
launchpad at
Kulasekharapatnam in
Tamil Nadu, he said the
State government has al-

lotted 2,000 acres
of land and after
developing the re-
quired infrastruc-
ture, it may be
ready by another
two years. On the
much awaited
Gaganyaan pro-
g r a m m e ,
Somanath said

the test and trials were
on for the project. “We
cannot just send a
human to space, but
should also ensure the
human comes back,” he
said. To another question
on the utility of ‘ag-
niveers’ in ISRO,
Somnath said it has al-
ready announced that

there were employment
opportunities for them.

Earlier, addressing the
university students,
Somanath said the need
of the hour is not just
specialists, but practi-
tioners who think be-
yond the boundaries,
recognising the inter-
linkages of the problems
to be solved.

The university
Chancellor Paul
Dinakararan conferred
Doctorate Degrees (hon-
oris causa) on Somanath
and professor Colin
Price, head of the
Environment Studies,
Tel Aviv University,
Israel.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

A day after the ED is-
sued a FEMA show-cause
notice of Rs 61.72 crore
against Amnesty India
and its former head
Aakar Patel, the agency
on Saturday said it has
filed a money-laundering
chargesheet against the
organisation and a few
other entities.

A prosecution com-
plaint has been filed be-
fore the court of
Principal City Civil and
Sessions Judge,
Bengaluru city against
Amnesty International
India Private Limited

(AIIPL), Indians for
Amnesty International
Trust (IAIT) and others.
The court has taken cong-
nisance of the
chargesheet filed under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
and issued summonses to
the accused, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.

The money-laundering
case was filed by the ED
after taking cognisance of
a CBI FIR against the ac-
cused, whom the latter
agency had booked for al-
leged violations of the
Foreign Contribution

(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
2010 and under section
120B (criminal conspira-
cy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

The ED said during
“2011-12, Amnesty
International India
Foundation Trust (AIIFT)
had been granted permis-
sion under the FCRA,
2010 for receiving foreign
contribution from
Amnesty International,
UK”.

“The permission/regis-
tration has been subse-
quently revoked to this
entity on the basis of ad-
verse inputs received,” it
added. Subsequently, two

new entities — AIIPL and
IAIT — were formed in
2013-14 and 2012-13 respec-
tively to escape the FCRA
route and these entities
received foreign exchange
“in the guise of ” service
export and FDI, the feder-
al agency said. It said as
the FCRA licence of
AIIFT was “revoked” by
the Centre, a “new
method” was adopted by
Amnesty entities to re-
ceive money from abroad
as Amnesty
International, UK sent Rs
51.72 crore to AIIPL in the
guise of export of servic-
es and Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI).

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):
The CBI on Saturday con-
ducted searches at the resi-
dence of Congress MP
Karti Chidambaram in
Chennai in connection
with the Chinese visa case,
officials said. They said
during searches on May 17
after filing of the FIR, a
portion of Karti
Chidambaram’s home was
sealed because keys of
that portion were not
available. The keys were
understood to be with his
wife who was abroad at
the time of searches, they
said. The searches in that
portion were resumed on
Saturday after agency re-

ceived the keys, they said.
The agency officials said

searches on Saturday will
be considered as part of
the searches that took
place on May 17.

Karti has termed the al-
legations against him a re-
sult of political vendetta
and case as most bogus
among the three FIRs he
was booked in. The CBI
had registered an FIR on
May 14 against him and
others on allegations of
bribe of Rs 50 lakh being
paid him and his close as-
sociate S Bhaskararaman
by a top executive of
Vedanta group company
Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd.

Mumbai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Three persons died and
47 fell ill after drinking
polluted water from open
wells in two villages of
Maharashtra’s Amravati
district, an official said on
Saturday.

As per a statement is-
sued by the chief minis-
ter’s office (CMO), the af-
fected persons belonged to
Paach Dongri and Koylari
villages of Melaghat in
Amravati. Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has an-
nounced ex-gratia of Rs 5
lakh each to the kin of the
deceased, it was stated.

Earlier in the day, Shinde,
who is currently in Delhi,
phoned the collector of
Amravati and directed
that medical treatment be
provided to the affected
persons at the earliest and
if needed, they be admit-
ted to a private hospital,
the statement said.

At least 50 persons fell ill
after consuming polluted
water from open wells and
of these, three have died.
The victims suffered from
diarrhoea, it said.

The district collector in-
formed the chief minister
that condition of some pa-
tients was critical.

Aurangabad/Mumbai,
Jul 09 (PTI): Residents of
three villages in Hingoli
and Nanded districts of
Maharashtra are being
shifted to safety after
heavy rainfall in the re-
gion caused flooding in
Asana river, officials said
on Saturday.

Vasmat taluka in the
Hingoli district recorded
150 mm of rainfall in the
last 24 hours ending at
8:30 AM on Saturday.

Some people from
Hadgaon village located
downstream of the Asana
river in Nanded district
neighbouring Hingoli
were also evacuated.

So far, at least 200 peo-
ple have been moved to
safety, a top district offi-
cial said. Parts of the
Hingoli district, located in
the Marathwada region

around 200 km from
Mumbai, have been re-
ceiving heavy showers
over the past couple of
days.

“Due to the downpour,
the Asana river in the
Hingoli district flooded on
Friday night. The low-
lying areas in Kurunda
and Kinhola villages in
Vasmat tehsil were badly
affected,” he told PTI.

Although the water
level is receding, the dis-
trict administration has
been shifting the resi-
dents of these villages to a
Zilla Parishad school
nearby, district collector
Jitendra Papalkar said on
Saturday.

He said that no loss of
human life has been re-
ported so far and the situ-
ation is being monitored.

In the 24 hours ending 8

AM on Friday, the Hingoli
district had recorded
230.70 mm rainfall, which
is 26.84 per cent of its an-
nual average rainfall, the
district authorities said in
a statement.

Meanwhile, on
Saturday, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde phoned the collec-
tor of Hingoli, which re-
ceived heavy rains in the
last 48 hours, and issued
instructions regarding
evacuating people and
providing other forms of
relief.

“You should ensure the
safe evacuation of the vil-
lagers and shift them to
temporary shelters. Make
provision for food and
drinking water for them,”
Shinde, who is currently
in Delhi to meet BJP lead-
ers, told the collector. In a

video clip that was re-
leased to the media,
Shinde can be heard
telling the collector to de-
ploy more National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams if re-
quired.

The Hingoli district ad-
ministration has, mean-
while, begun the survey of
the damage caused by the
flood. People have started
returning to their homes
as the water level of the
swollen Asana river is re-
ceding, Papalkar said.

“We have made all the
necessary arrangements
(for accommodating peo-
ple) in the Zilla Parishad
school. Tankers of clean
drinking water are being
made available from
Vasmat. Food is also pre-
pared for the flood-affect-
ed people, he said.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The CBI has registered
a case of corruption
against officials of the
Delhi Jal Board and NBCC
for allegedly favouring an
ineligible private company
in a contract worth Rs 38
crore for supply, installa-
tion, testing and commis-
sioning of
Electromagnetic Flow
Meters, officials said
Saturday.

The CBI had conducted
searches in connection
with the case at 10 loca-
tions in Delhi-NCR at the
premises of the then
NBCC general manager
DK Mittal which led to re-
covery of approximately
Rs.1.5 crore cash, 2.1 kilo-
grams of gold jewellery,
bullion, 10 kilograms of
silver worth Rs 1.2 crore
and fixed deposits worth
Rs 69 lakh, they said.

Various property docu-
ments were also found
from the residence of the
then general manager of
NBCC, they said. The
agency has booked former

Delhi Jal Board officials —
chief engineer Jagdish
Kumar Arora, superinten-
dent engineer P K Gupta,
executive engineer Sushil
Kumar goel, assistant en-
gineer Ashok Sharma,
AAO Ranjit Kumar — and
then general manager,
NBCC, DK Mittal and proj-
ect executive Sadhan
Kumar besides private
company NKG
Infrastructure Limited, it
said.

“It was alleged that the
accused had entered into
conspiracy to provide
undue favour to said pri-
vate company and had
made it technically eligi-
ble (which was otherwise
not allegedly eligible),”
CBI Spokesperson said in
a statement.

It was further alleged
that a tender was issued in
December, 2017 for supply,
installation, testing and
commissioning (SITC) of
electromagnetic flow me-
ters and corresponding O
and M operations for five
years of Delhi Jal Board, it
said.

Warrant issued
against Zubair
In Lakhimpur Kheri

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): A
court in Uttar Pradesh’s
Lakhimpur Kheri has sum-
moned Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair on July 11
in a case registered in
November last year on the
charge of promoting enmity,
a senior official said
Saturday. Shortly after Zubair
got an interim bail from
Supreme Court on Friday in a
case registered in Sitapur for
hurting religious sentiments,
Lakhimpur Kheri Police
served him a warrant to
appear in court.

The Supreme Court on
Friday granted five-day inter-
im bail to Zubair in connec-
tion with an FIR lodged
against him in Sitapur district
but he will remain in custody
as per the order of a Delhi
court in another case. “The
court of additional chief judi-
cial magistrate (ACJM)
Mohammadi in Kheri district
issued the warrant against
Mohd Zubair, which was
served by Kheri police on
Friday,” Additional superin-
tendent of police (ASP) Arun
Kumar Singh told PTI on
Saturday.

Illegal coke plants

to pay fine
Of over Rs 4.75 cr

SShhiilllloonngg:: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) Eastern Zone
Bench has directed 31 illegal
coke plants in Meghalaya’s
East Jaintia Hills district to
pay a fine of over Rs 4.75 as
environment compensation
and told the state govern-
ment to frame an action plan
against such plants estab-
lished prior to 2021 within
four months. The 31 coke
oven plants in East Jaintia
Hills district were working
without obtaining the
required consent from the
Meghalaya State Pollution
Control Board (MSPCB). The
NGT Eastern Zone Bench in
Kolkata on Friday directed the
31 illegal coke plants to pay a
fine of over Rs 4.75 crore as
environmental compensation
for their failure to abide by
the procedures established by
law.

We, therefore, direct the
State of Meghalaya to take
appropriate action to frame
an action plan regarding the
offending coke oven units
established prior to
23.12.2020 to make them
compliant with the norms laid
down in the notification dated
23.12.2020. 

CBI files corruption case
against DJB, NBCC officials

Heavy rains cause flooding in three villages
In Hingoli and Nanded districts

Govt for regulation of
medical devices, e-pharmacies

Penalties for mishaps during clinical trials in new bill

STRENGTHENING SPACE INDUSTRY

‘Centre for public-private partnership’

S Somanath

Three die, 47 fall ill after
drinking well water 
CM announces Rs 5 lakh ex-gratia

ED files money-laundering 
chargesheet against Amnesty India

CHINESE VISA CASE

CBI conducts searches
at Karti’s residence
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DAV celebrates a week long Van Mahotsav
Bhilai, Jul 09: DAV
Hudco jovially and enthu-
siastically celebrated a
week long festival of
trees, Vanmahotsav from
July 02 to July 07.The fes-
tivity was an ideal oppor-
tunity to instil the values
of social responsibility in
the students towards safe-
guarding nature, to re-
duce the pollution and
prevent global warming
as mankind is dependent
on trees for their needs.

Throughout the week, a
plethora of events were
conducted in the school
by planting saplings,
reciting beautiful poems,
singing melodious song,
delivering thought pro-
voking speeches and their
views followed by a rally
of senior students holding
posters, making everyone
aware about the signifi-
cance of trees in human
life and conservation of
environment. As part of
the celebration, various
competitions and activi-
ties were held for both
junior and senior wing
like essay writing, slogan
writing, poster making,

envelope and card mak-
ing, fancy dress and many
more activities spreading
the message that the
green planet we live in
must be protected and
cared for.

Principal Prashant
Kumar (Deputy Regional
Officer) expressed a great
zeal of contentment to-
wards students’ effort and
encouraged them to pre-
serve trees which play a
vital role in maintaining
the ecological balance. He
applauded the tiny tots as

young environment war-
riors and promised that
the trees planted by them
will serve as a beautiful
memory. He added that it
is the responsibility of
each citizen to not only
grow but also take care
and protect them. He
urged children to request
their parents to be a part
of such programmes, so
as to make our society a
clean and green place to
live in. He further added
that the focus of such cele-
bration is to form a per-

sonal connection between
the students and the trees
through experience, re-
flection and creation, car-
ried out by means of vari-
ous activities. He ended
his words of wisdom by
making the students
pledge ‘Green School,
Clean School’. Overall the
festival of trees -Van
Mahotsav week culminat-
ed as a great success for
the school which was cele-
brated with lots of enthu-
siasm and fervour by
everyone.

Devendra elected president of Durg
District Olympic Association

Bhilai, Jul 09: A meeting
of Durg District Olympic
Association was held at
Sector 5 on Friday. All the
officers and members at-
tended this meeting. The
association unanimously
elected Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav as the
President of Durg District
Olympic Association and
also entrusted Sumit
Pawar with the responsi-
bility of General Secretary.
The meeting also discussed
the initiatives that can be
taken for promotion of
sports and in the interest of
the players. They discussed
how the players can be pro-
moted along with better
training and better facili-
ties. They conducted a long
discussion on various top-
ics.

Devendra Yadav ex-

pressed his gratitude to
everyone for reposing faith
on him and entrusting the
responsibility of this im-
portant post. He added that
he was involved in sports.
He added that together we
will make this Bhilai -
Durg Education Hub a
sports hub and provide bet-
ter sports education and
training along with provid-

ing better facilities to the
players. He hoped that the
players of Durg Bhilai will
make the city proud in
other states and countries
as well.

The youth of Bhilai have
tremendous sports talent.
They only need proper
guidance and training.
Founder Member
(Basketball) Gopal

Khandelwal, Founder
Member (Table Tennis) HK
Oberoi, Basir Khan, Arun
Dwivedi, Yogesh Kumar, K
Srinivas, Radhakrishna,
Daljit Singh, Rakesh Puri,
Javed Khan, Surendra,
Rajesh, Surendra Katole,
Umesh Giri, Chavan R am
Sahu, Jagannath Singh,
Raman, Pilu Patkar and
others were present.

Steel fraternity takes out candle march
demanding strategic merger

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0099::  The executives
and workers of Bhilai Steel
Plant and FSNL took out a can-
dle march in Civic Centre the
other day. They are pressing
the demand for strategic merg-
er of Steel Sector PSUs and
were strongly protesting
against the union govern-
ment’s move of disinvesting
the Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited. 

They are demanding to cre-
ate a Mega Steel PSU under
the Ministry of Steel by strate-
gic merger of RINL, SAIL,
Nagarnar Steel Plant, NMDC,
MECON, FSNL etc. Based on
the resolution of SEFI, the topic
of strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs was also dis-
cussed in Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Members of OA-BSP, FSNL
Executive Association and
trade unions of both the units
also participated in the candle

march. In support of the strate-
gic merger of PSUs, SEFI
President Narendra Kumar
Banchore, OA-BSP General
Secretary Parvinder Singh,
Treasurer Ankur Mishra,
Secretary Akhilesh Mishra,
FSNL Executive Association
President Satyendra Kumar
Jha, Vice President K Girish
Kumar, Secretary Deepak
Tomar, CITU General Secretary
SP Dey, Vinod Soni of AITUC
and FSNL Shramik Sangathan
members Mohammad Aslam,
Haripratap Tomar, Ghanshyam
Soni, KK Upadhyay and Ex-OA-
BSP President SR Das, General
Secretary Dilip Verma and oth-
ers led this candle march. A
large number of employees
and officers participated in this
candle march and they unani-
mously opposed the privatiza-
tion and demanded a strategic
merger.

Women to start a new venture of
poultry farming at Urban Gauthan

Bhilai, Jul 09: Expanding
the employment oriented
activities at Bhilai’s Urban
Gauthan, women are plan-
ning to start a new venture
of poultry farming. BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
urban Gauthan on
Saturday and oversaw the
activities at the Gauthan
situated in Kosa Nagar.

They oversaw the em-
ployment related activities
of the women. The SHGs
are engaged in fisheries
and production of incense
sticks, soap made from
flowers, phenyl etc.
Women in Gauthan are
planning to do the busi-

ness of poultry farming.
The structure is being pre-
pared for this new venture.
BMC Commissioner took
information about it from
the officials. He visited the
pond to see the fisheries
and asked to focus on such

a type of business. He in-
structed the women to
grow vegetables on a large
area of Gauthan and se-
lect those vegetables
which are in high demand
and are fast growing. The
Commissioner inspected
the process of making
vermi compost from cow
dung and examined the
quality of manure. The
Commissioner appreciat-

ed the work
of women
and suggest-
ed adding
more activi-
ties to gen-
erate em-
p l o y m e n t
and income.
He inquired
about the
p r o c e s s e s
being adopt-
ed to sell the

products. Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Sulochana
Dhankar and Rekha
Baghel were present dur-
ing the inspection.

Illegal plotting bid foiled;
structures razed

Bhilai, Jul 09: On
Saturday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
took action against illegal
plotting in Kohka. Notice
was served to the person
who was cutting plots on
this land. Further, BMC
has made official commu-
nication with the
Registrar for taking appro-
priate action.

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation took action
on illegal plotting near
Kohka Bhelwa pond. Plots
were being illegally cut for
sale on the land situated
on the sides of the main
road. On the instructions
of BMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar and
Additional Commissioner

Ashok Dwivedi, the team
of Demolition Squad
reached the spot and with
the help of a JCB and a
dumper, the illegal road
and constructions were de-
molished. Three trips of
murrum were also seized.
BMC had received a com-
plaint that illegal plotting
was being done on the
land of Khasra No 66 near
Bhelwa Talab. The BMC
team inspected the spot
and took action after find-
ing merits in the com-
plaint. Deputy Engineer of
Building Permission
Department Siddharth
Sahu, Assistant Revenue
Officer Parmeshwar
Chandrakar and others
were present on the spot.

The corporation also de-
molished the illegal under-
construction building
structure.

Building Permission
Officer Himanshu
Deshmukh said that the
corporation has issued a
notice to WM Vaidya, who
was conducting illegal
plotting. The corporation
had mentioned in the no-
tice that in relation to ille-
gal plotting, he should give
and in case he fails to give
satisfactory reply, strict ac-
tion will be taken. It was
also mentioned in the no-
tice that illegal plotting is
punishable with imprison-
ment of not less than 3
years and not more than 7
years and with a fine of
minimum 1 lakh. BMC has
also sent a letter to the
Registrar’s office to take
appropriate action. It is
worth mentioning that the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner has in-
structed the officials to
take strict action against
illegal plotting, illegal con-
struction and illegal occu-
pation.

Bahuda Yatra: Deities
return back to temple

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0099::  The festival of
Rath Yatra concluded on
Saturday with the return of
Trinity to the temple premises
from Shri Gundicha Temple. The
deities Lord Jagannath,
Balbhadra and Subhadra
returned to the Ratna Bedi. As
per the ritual, Lord Jagannath
offers Rasgulla to goddess
Laxmi to enter into the temple.
It is believed that the sweet is
offered to appease Goddess
Laxmi, who was upset after the
holy Trinity went on the sojourn
leaving her behind at the tem-
ple. After entering the temple
the deities gave darshan to the
devotees. Shri Jagannath Samiti
Sector 4 celebrated the ritual in
a religious ambiance. After the
ritual of return of the Trinity, the
deities were decorated and aarti
was performed by the main
priest.

Under the aegis of Jagannath
Samiti Sector-4, the Rath Yatra
of Lord Shri Jagannath Swami
was taken out in a grand man-
ner from the Gundicha Mandap
of Sector-10. A large number of
devotees participated in the
event. The chariot left Gundicha
Mandap and reached Jagannath
Temple at Sector-4, Boria
Market via Central Avenue. The
ritual of Chhera-Panhra was
conducted by SEFI, Chairman
and President of BSP Officers

Association, Narendra Kumar
Banchhore.

Lord Balabhadra Dev, Mata
Subhadra Devi and Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath Swami were
brought on a beautiful and
grand chariot made of wood
through “Pahandi-Vijay pro-
gramme”. During the Bahuda
Rath Yatra (Return Rath Yatra),
the Chhera-Panhra ritual in
front of the chariot was per-
formed by Narendra Kumar
Banchhore. This tradition is car-
ried out in Puri by the Maharaja
of Puri. After “Chhera-Panhra”,
the devotees started pulling the
chariot with the chant of Jai
Jagannath. Committee
President Virendra Satpathy
and General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak were especial-
ly present.

With the Jhanj, manjire, dhol,
kirtan group playing mridangam
and singing and dancing to the
tune of devotional music, the
devotees pulled the chariot.
Thousands of devotees were
standing on both sides of the
road in the central avenue for
darshan and worship of
Mahaprabhu. As soon as
Mahaprabhu’s chariot reached
the central avenue, a large num-
ber of people thronged to pull
the chariot and have darshan.

During the entire yatra,
Maha-prasad and Gaja-mung

prasad were distributed and the
chariot was given a grand wel-
come by different institutions
and societies at different
places. All the members of New
Azad Ganeshotsav Committee
along with former councilors
Korma Rao and Srinivas Rao
gave a grand welcome to the
Rath Yatra amidst bursting of
crackers at Sector-2 Chowk.

Bhog and cold drinks etc
were distributed to the devo-
tees at various places. The char-
iot was operated by Brindavan
Swain and Santosh Dalai. The
chariots of Sector-6 and Sector-
4 met at 7 Million Ton Square
and the priests and office bear-
ers of both committees wor-
shiped the deities by visiting
each other’s chariots. Various
worship rituals of Rath Yatra
were performed by the pundits
Shree Pitbas Padhi, Saroj Das
and Vikram Padhi.

In making the festival a suc-
cess, Jagannath Committee
President Virendra Satpathy
and General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak, Officers
Basant Pradhan, Trinath Sahu,
Anam Nahak, D Trinath, Kalu
Behera, Bhim Swain, Brindavan
Swain, Sushant Satpathy,
Prakash Das, Ranjan Mohapatra,
Prakash Swain, SC Patro, Bees
Keshan Sahu, BC Biswal, Kavi
Biswal, Kailash Patro,
Seemanchal Behera, Sudarshan
Shyanti, Santosh Dalai, Niranjan
Maharana, Shankar Dalai, Bhim
Sethi, Ravi Swain, Shatrughan
Dakua, Ramesh Kumar Nayak
made a special contribution.
Office bearers of the committee
and other dignitaries were pres-
ent.

Outbreak of waterborne diseases;
BMC pulls up socks

Bhilai, Jul 09: A large
number of people in Ward
19 Ramnagar have fallen
sick possibly due to the
outbreak of water borne
diseases. Many of them
have been admitted to the
hospital for treatment.
BMC has pulled up socks
to tackle the situation. The
condition of patients is
also being monitored in

the hospital.
On the instructions of

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, health
in-charge Laxmipati Raju
visited Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital Supela to
know the condition of the
patients suffering from
vomiting and diarrhoea.
He discussed with the doc-

tors about the health of the
victims and asked them to
provide better treatment.
Raju also met the patients
and inquired about their
well being and wished
them to get well soon.
Many of the victims have
been discharged.

Among the victims,
Loknath Sahu, Laxmi
Sahu, Mukesh Verma,

Dhaneshwari Sidar, Dhal
Singh Sahu, Leelabai, Jeet
Ram Devangan and Lalit
Shrivas are still recuperat-
ing in the hospital. Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra and Public Health
Officer Ankit Saxena were
present during the visit.
Earlier, the health in-
charge took stock of the
situations across the city
in view of the possibilities
of waterlogging due to
rain. On the instructions
of Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, a team of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and Health
Department reached Ward
19 Ramnagar and Rajiv
Nagar and Mantri Bari for
prevention of water borne
diseases. The team inspect-
ed the area where the peo-
ple are suffering from vom-
iting, diarrhoea and other
health disorders. People
were made aware about
the prevention of water-
borne diseases. Pamphlets
were also distributed.
Residents were appealed to
use boiled and filtered
water. At the same time,
samples of water from
many areas have been sent
to the laboratory for exam-
ination. The BMC team
visited door to door and
sprayed insecticides at all
the houses around Shiv
Mandir Line, Janghel
Bhawan, Cooperative Line

and Customer Service
Center.

Health officer
Dharmendra Mishra said
that water is being treated
with sodium hypochlorite
solution. The BMC is dis-
tributing chlorine tablets
door to door and it is being
advised to consume the
water after an hour. The
people are being informed
that one tablet of chlorine
is sufficient for 20 liters of
water. During the rainy
season, People are also ad-
vised to consume hot and
fresh food and not to eat
rotten fruit, vegetables and
food items. For prevention
of vector-borne dengue,
malaria and mosquito-
borne diseases, people are
being advised to not allow
accumulation of rain
water in their homes and
gardens, dry up the coolers
and all the tanks which are
not in use. Temephos
tablets are also being dis-
tributed and the method of
its use is being told.
Bleaching powder was also
sprayed in the affected
areas. Zone Commissioner
Pooja Pillai, Executive
Engineer in-charge
Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant
E n g i n e e r - i n - C h a r g e
Arvind Sharma, Deputy
Engineer Nirmalkar, Zone
Health Officer Anil Mishra
visited the affected locali-
ties and made people aware
of water-borne diseases.

Sumit Pawar 
elected General
Secretary



Collector takes time to interact with school students
Fingeshwar, Jul 08: In
the school entrance festi-
val, being held in Vidya
Mandir of the region, the
school children were
happy to find District
Collector Prabhat Malik
amidst them. Interacting
with the students and
wards, the Collector said
that education up to pri-
mary, middle, high school
and higher secondary is
the most helpful and deci-
sion-making phase in
human life and all the ac-
tions learned in childhood
become habits for a life-
time.

Specially participating
in the school entrance fes-
tival program at village
center of the block,
Prabhat Malik, the newly
posted collector of the dis-
trict, told the excited vil-
lagers, parents and chil-

dren that do not hesitate to
study and the villages hold
an atmosphere of calm
and conducive to studies,
beyond the urban glare,
disaster and western
modernity.

In his remarks, Mr.
Malik also advised the
teachers and parents to not
only be serious in the edu-
cation of the children, but
also keep monitoring from
time to time whether the

children are studying reg-
ularly or not. Initially, on
reaching here, Mr. Malik
was given a warm wel-
come by the members of
the Village Education
Committee and the chil-
dren. According to infor-
mation, the school Vidya
Mandir running in the vil-
lage was started about 50
years ago by Queen
Shyamkumari Devi of
Fingeshwar by giving 36

acres of agricultural land
to the school and on this
day, on the occasion of 38th
death anniversary of the
queen, the day was marked
in her respect.

In the program, senior
member of temple trust
committee Rakesh Tiwari,
Chairman of Vidya
Mandir Sinha Rupesh
Sahu, Rohit Sahu,
Bhagwani Sahu, Bishat
Patel, Tikam Sinha,
Tuleshwar Ghritalhare,
Hemlal Nirmalkar, Devraj
Sahu, Kishan Matawale,
Devnath Sahu, Kushal
Dhruv, Ramesh Hundreds
of villagers, youth, women
were present. Many de-
partmental officers and
employees of the develop-
ment block, including the
District Education Officer,
were also present in the
program.

Anganwadi helpers not

getting fuel expenses

for over a year
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jul 09: For
feeding hot food to chil-
dren and women, 85
paise per child fuel cost
is also to be given to the
helpers, but for the last
one year, the helpers
have not received this
amount. Correspondent
of Chronicle team visit-
ed Alekhunta
Anganwadi center num-
ber-1.

The total number of
children registered here
is 13 and if sources are
to be believed, earlier
the helpers were given
60 paise as fuel expendi-
ture according to per
child and at present it
has been increased to 85
paise.

In this way, for 13 chil-
dren, the helper gets Rs

11.5 per day. In a month,
they get Rs 345, while re-
filling 14.2 kg cylinder is
costing around Rs 11
hundred. In such a situ-
ation, the subsidiaries
have to bear the fuel
cost themselves. In
Anganwadi centers, the
helpers are to be given
85 paise per child per
day for hot food, but in
the city blocks includ-
ing Dhamtari, the
helpers are not getting
the amount of fuel.

What officer says:
Fuel expenses are

being given to the
helpers for hot food in
Anganwadis.

If there is any prob-
lem, it will be resolved
soon. Jagrani Ekka,
DPO Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department.

‘Movement of villagers from half-a-dozen
villages badly affected’

Rajim, Jul 09: The road
widening and construc-
tion work on 13 km patch
from Rajim to Pokhara is
going on for last 7 months,
but due to work at snail’s
pace and negligence on
part of PWD sub-division
officers, due to covering of
potholes with soil has
made this road unfit for
travelling during rainy
season, as the entire road
has turned into muddy
terrain and people are
finding it even difficult to
walk on foot.

In these villages the
drainage is to be con-
structed by the road-side
to ensure flow of water
and it is also pending.
Due to this the water get-
ting collected on the road
is flowing inside the

house of the people and
in the area from Rawand
to Bazar chowk, it has lit-
erally turned into small
pond.

It is notable here that
the rainy season has not
yet started to its full and
in just one-day’s heavy
rains the situation here
has become out of con-
trol. The actual rainy sea-
son is yet to start and
with fore-warning by the
Meteorological depart-
ment, it is expected to
rain every more heavily
in coming day and in
such condition, as to how
the people of the region
will handle, is all left at
God’s mercy.

In this regard, the
District Collector has
given clear-cut instruc-
tions that before rains the
work of culvert atop the
nullah should be complet-
ed before rains and then
soil and ‘murrum’ should
be well covered, so that
people do not find any
problems in commuting.

But it seems the in-
structions by the
Collector failed to make
any impact either on

PWD’s officers or on the
contractor. It is for this
reason that the PWD offi-
cers do not visit the site
and the contractor works
as per his convenience.
The supervisor of the
contractor is only visible
at the site.

The construction cost
of this road is around Rs
19 cr and as per informa-
tion a total of 18 culverts-
bridges are to be con-
structed in this 13 km
patch. The outer walls of
the culverts are ready, but
with no slab atop it the
movement of traffic is
banned. Since this patch
is flooded with water and
it generally turns into
muddy terrain after
rains.

From this route the
people generally come
from Pitaiband, Bakali,
Rawand, Prasada Joshi,
Pokhara, Hathkhoj,
Dutkaiyya, Arand, Basin,
Pasoud and other villages
daily to Rajim and
Navapara for purchases
and other works. Even
the students of Schools
and Colleges come from
these villages for studies
and in coaching centre.
The farmers bring paddy
to ‘mandis’ and teachers
from these villages too
come to schools daily.

One of the Kissan
leader from Gram
Rawand- Narayan Sahu
and Omprakash Sahu
and Jaggu Yadav from
Gram Bakali informed
that due to throwing of
soil on the road, it has
turned into muddy ter-
rain and water logging is
also there. With no slab
atop the culverts or

bridges, it too has turned
into small pool and has
stopped movement of
traffic from either side.
Apart from this drainage
construction is to be
done on either side of
road in Gram Rawand,
Parsada Joshi, Pokhara
and the same is still
pending. All this work
should have been com-
pleted before rains, but it
is still pending. It is the
people from the above
villages who have to face
major problem daily.

DCC District President
Bhavsingh Sahu in-
formed that villagers
have lodged complaint
and on visiting the site,
he found the quality of
construction work below
the standards and it is
going as snail’s pace.
PWD officers do not con-
duct surprise inspection
to check quality of work
being done and it is tak-
ing all these issues, that
he met the State’s PWD
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Minister in-
Charge of Gariyaband
district Amarjeet
Bhagat, MLA Amitesh
Shukla .

PWD sub-division SDO
AK Singh charged that
the contractor does not
give adage to their in-
structions and he had
been warned about the
quality of work many a
times, but no improve-
ment has taken place and
is working single hand-
edly on his own.
Claiming of his good ap-
proach with senior offi-
cers, he is just taking this
work carelessly, officers
alleged.

NCC’s Advance Leadership Camp
inaugurated in Lakhauli

Arang, Jul 09: Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
was inaugurated on
Wednesday at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakhauli. 250 NCC cadets
from Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh are par-
ticipating in this 12-day
camp. The cadets will be
given intensive training in
various military subjects
along with the regular rou-
tine of the army and guid-
ing lectures will be organ-
ized for their personality de-
velopment.

The responsibility of or-
ganizing this camp has been
given to the Commanding
Officer, 38 Chhattisgarh
Battalion, NCC
Rajnandgaon. Chhattisgarh
NCC chief Brigadier
Ashish Kumar Das along
with Camp Commandant
Col Rohit Kaushik and
Deputy Commandant Col

Vivek inspected the camp.
While delivering the

opening address on the sec-
ond day of the camp, the
Camp Commandant exhort-
ed the cadets to make the
most of the camp. Giving
detailed information for the
SSB examinations to be-
come a military officer, he
told that what qualities of
our personality will have to

be developed to be success-
ful in different stages of this
examination.

Under specific guidance,
Colonel Sikarwar of NCC
Group Head Quarter
Raipur gave a remarkable
lecture on the subject of
self-vigilance and self-
awareness to the cadets and
resolved the doubts of the
cadets.

To make this camp a suc-
cess, Subedar Major
Mukhtiar Singh along with
military officers and NCC
officers Lt. LP Chand
(Orissa), Lt. Gautam
(Andhra Pradesh), Lt.
Pradeep (Orissa) and First
Officer J.K. Singh
Kawardha (Chhattisgarh)
are coordinating the 
training.

Collector takes part in Jan darshan prog
Mungeli, Jul 09: District
Collector Rahul Dev lis-
tened seriously to the
problems and demands of
the common people in the
public darshan room locat-
ed in the Collectorate
premises and directed the
concerned officers for
speedy redressal of the
problems.

During this, Santosh
Kumar Sahu of village
Chandli of Lormi block
and Kuleshwar Joshi of
village Marrakona sub-
mitted applications to the
Collector for providing
new ration cards.
Collector Dev took this se-
riously and instructed the
District Food Officer to
make ration cards imme-
diately. On the instruc-
tions of the Collector,
Santosh Kumar Sahu and
Kuleshwar Joshi were im-
mediately made available
new ration cards by the
District Food Officer.

Similarly, Hiramani, a
handicapped person of vil-
lage Barchha of Patharia
block, submitted an appli-
cation for foot-related
problems and demanded
assistive devices. On the

instructions of the
Collector, the Social
Welfare Department pro-
vided him with immediate
aids. More than 50 applica-
tions were received in the
Jandarshan program, in
which the residents of
Deendayal Ward of
Mungeli Municipality de-
manded construction of
drain and road in the
ward, Bisoha Jangde of
village Karhi to get the
amount of Kisan Samman
Nidhi, villagers of village
Deorhat to remove en-
croachment, Mrs. Jamun
Sahu of village Sargaon

submitted applications for
getting destitute pension,
villagers of village
Pendritalab to remove en-
croachment, Gendlal
Banjare of village
Keshalikala submitted ap-
plications for rectification
of electricity bill and
Anantram to provide bat-
tery operated tricycle.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector
Teerthraj Agarwal, Joint
Collector Namrata Anand
Dongre and Naveen
Bhagat along with officers
of the concerned depart-
ment were present.

BPS organizes 
investiture ceremony

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 09: The for-
mal vesting of powers in
students was successfully
organised in Brilliant
Public School(BPS) at
Mission Campus on 9th
July 2022 Saturday for the
academic session 2022-23.

Student council was
elected through democrat-
ic process beginning with
duly conducted written
test followed by campaign-
ing by the eligible candi-
dates and final elections.

Principal of school , Mrs
Sangeeta Mishra gave
badges to newly elected

Head Boy Master
Pratyush Shenghale and
the Head Girl Miss
Anubhuti Shrivastava.

Other council members
also marched forward
proudly to receive the
badges from senior au-
thorities.

As the council members
took oath, the entire at-
mosphere was filled with
sense of duty and pride.
Dignitaries addressed the
gathering to motivate and
inspire the council mem-
bers.

The program ended
with National Anthem
sung unanimously.

‘Plantation Day’ celebration
at SAGES, Vishrampuri

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Jul 09: Go
green is a call given by
environmentalists but
now it has become a mass
movement. Government is
also promoting plantation.
As students are our future
so it is very important to
tell them the importance
of trees and let them en-

gage in playing important
role in protecting the envi-
ronment through personal
involvement. Swami
Atmanand Govt. English
Medium School,
Vishrampuri came for-
ward and taught the stu-
dents about the role of
trees. Plantation day was
celebrated in the presence
of Principal Shailendra

Kumar Soni , teachers and
students by planting trees
in the school campus and
also organised various
competitions such as
drawing, speech and essay
writing. Children enjoyed
this day and at last they
took the path they will
never harm the environ-
ment and will plant more
and more trees.
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As road widening
work of 13 km road
patch going as
snail’s pace and all
18 culverts- bridges
also in same condi-
tion for last 7
months

Kondagaon: Under the
special yoga practice proj-
ect for pregnant mothers
organized by Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission in col-
laboration with UNICEF,
training is being imparted
to 15 community medical
officers and 15 health
workers of the district
health department in spe-

cial yoga practice training
for pregnant mothers in
Kondagaon.

The training program
has been organized from
July 8 to July 10 at the local
Satyam Yoga Center.
During the training, the in-
structor of Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission, Smt.
Jyoti Sahu, has given
training by giving detailed
information about useful
yoga poses for pregnant
mothers.

Total 30 health officers-staff
imparted training 

For yoga practice of
pregnant mothers 

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Bollywood actress Taapsee Pannu, former captain of the Indian womens cricket team
Mithali Raj and film director Srijit Mukherjee pose for photographs during a promo-
tional event for the upcoming film Shabaash Mithu, based on the life of Raj, at Eden
Gardens in Kolkata, Saturday, July 9.

Assam floods damaged 30,000 to
40,000 houses, says CM Himanta

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

As many as 30,000 to
40,000 houses were dam-
aged in Assam due to the
recent massive floods,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said seeking
an advance fund from the
NDRF to help the affected
people.

Sarma conveyed this to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah during a meet-
ing here on Friday
evening and sought cen-
tral help.

The chief minister
briefed the home minister
that around 30,000 to 40,000
houses were damaged by
the deluge, an official
statement said on
Saturday.

Sarma requested Shah
to release an advance
amount from the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) for the rehabilita-

tion of the flood-hit people
whose houses were severe-
ly or fully damaged.

Later, talking to journal-
ists, Sarma said since
Assam’s flood has been la-
belled “severe” by a cen-
tral team, which made an
assessment of the flood sit-
uation, he sought an ad-
vance fund from the NDRF
to enable the state to help
the people whose houses
were damaged by the del-

uge. “The Centre’s door is
always open. There is no
dearth of funds. Whatever
we present legally and log-
ically we will get the re-
quired funds,” he said.

The chief minister said
the home minister assured
him that the Union home
ministry would actively
consider his request for
immediate release of the
advance fund from the
NDRF.

Jagan elected lifetime president
of YSR Congress

Amaravati, July 09 (PTI):

Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
was on Saturday elected
president for lifetime of
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress (YSRC).

The process was com-
pleted on the concluding
day of the YSRC’s two-day
plenary, after the party
constitution has been
amended to enable Jagan’s
election as president for a
lifetime.

Jagan established the
YSRC in March 2011 after
quitting the Congress.
Ever since, he has been
continuing as the party
president, with his mother

Vijayamma as honorary
president.

Jagan was last elected
the YSRC president at the
party plenary in 2017.

Vijayamma resigned
from the honorary presi-
dent’s post on Friday, re-
portedly due to an ongoing

rift in the family, but she
said she was quitting the
YSRC to stand by her
daughter Sharmila, who is
now heading the YSR
Telangana party in the
neighbouring state.

The YSRC will now have
to seek the Election
Commission of India’s
nod to let Jagan be the
party chief for life.

The YSRC is citing some
precedents wherein cer-
tain regional parties in
other states secured the
ECI’s approval to have a
president for a lifetime
without the need for con-
ducting elections every
two years.

‘Sankalp March’ in Delhi against
‘attacks on Hindus’

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Waving the Tricolour
and chanting ‘Jai Shri
Ram’, scores of people
participated in a
‘Sankalp March’ organ-
ised by various Hindu
outfits here on Saturday
against “attacks on the
community”.

The march began
from the Mandi House
area and will culminate
at Jantar Mantar.

BJP leaders Tajinder
Pal Singh Bagga and
Kapil Mishra were also
present in the march.

Former North Delhi
mayor Avtar Singh said,
“Multiple Hindu groups
are on the streets today
for this ‘Sankalp March’.
We are here to raise our
voice against the attacks
on Hindus. They cannot
be targeted or attacked
in that manner. We won’t
spare those who target
us.”

Several roads in cen-

tral Delhi have been
closed temporarily due
to the march.

The traffic police took
to Twitter to suggest the
commuters to avoid the
Sikandara Road,
Barakhamba Road,

Copernicus Marg, Firoz
Shah Road, Bhagwan
Das Road, Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, Tolstoy
Marg, Sansad Marg
from Outer Circle
Connaught Place to
Patel Chowk and

Janpath from Outer
Circle Connaught Place
to R/A Windsor Place
between 8.30 am and 2
pm. Police said these
roads will only be used
for pedestrian move-
ments during the period.

Amarnath flash floods may be
due highly localised rain event,

not cloudburst, says IMD
New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) on
Friday said the deaths
and destruction near
the Amarnath cave
shrine in south
Kashmir were due to a
highly localised rain
event and not due to a
cloudburst.

According to weather
scientists, the shrine re-
ported 31 mm of rain-
fall between 4.30 pm
and 6.30 pm on Friday,
which is quite low to be
categorised as a cloud-
burst.

“The flash floods
could have been trig-
gered due to rainfall in
the higher reaches of
the mountains near the
Amarnath cave
shrine,” IMD Director
General Mrutyunjay

Mohapatra told PTI.
According to the IMD,

a rain event is cate-
gorised as a cloudburst
if a weather station re-
ceives 100 mm of rain
in one hour.

The IMD has an auto-
matic weather station
near the Amarnath
cave shrine which pro-
vides weather forecasts
during the pilgrimage.
However, the surround-
ing mountains do not
have any weather moni-
toring stations due to
their inaccessibility.

At least 16 people
were killed and tents
and community
kitchens near the
shrine were swamped
with mud and rocks
that came hurtling
down with a gush of
water after a spell of
rain on Friday evening.

“It was a highly lo-

calised cloud only over
the holy cave. Such rain
had happened earlier
this year as well,” said
Sonam Lotus, Director
of the Regional
Meteorological Centre
in Srinagar.

The region above the
Amarnath cave shrine
received 28 mm of rain-
fall between 5.30 pm
and 6.30 pm, a scientist
from the IMD said.

Weather scientists
said it was very diffi-
cult to predict cloud-
bursts due to their very
small scale in space and
time. To monitor or
issue nowcast, a dense
radar network over the
cloudburst-prone areas
is required or one needs
to have very high-reso-
lution weather forecast-
ing models to resolve
the scale of such
events.

Congress to hold press conferences
across India to ‘expose’ BJP

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Seeking to corner the rul-
ing BJP over the issue of ter-
ror and its alleged links with
terrorists, the Congress will
on Saturday hold a series of
press conferences in 22 cities
across the country. Congress
leaders said the aim is to
counter the BJP’s “fake na-
tionalism claims” and to
take the message to the
grassroots level that the rul-
ing party has “connections”
with individuals who have
indulged in heinous crimes
and terror acts. “Today, 22 of
our senior leaders and
spokespersons will hold
press conferences in 22 cities
to expose the “links of ter-
rorists with BJP”,” Congress
general secretary Jairam

Ramesh said in a tweet in
Hindi, alleging that “evi-
dence of terrorists having
links with the BJP has come
out”. “The BJP has links
with terrorists, what is this
relationship called? he posed
in the tweet. The Congress
has alleged that Riyaz Attari,
one of the prime accused in
the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal in Rajasthan’s
Udaipur was a BJP member.
It has also released his photo-
graphs purportedly with
BJP leaders in Rajasthan.

The BJP, however, has de-
nied any link with such ele-
ments and claimed that some
of them had clicked pictures
with its leaders after infil-
trating the party ranks. The
Congress also claimed that
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) ter-

rorist Talib Hussain Shah
who was nabbed by people in
Reasi town in Srinagar re-
cently was an office-bearer of
the BJP’s minority cell in
Jammu and Kashmir, a
charge denied by the BJP
leadership in the Union
Territory. Congress leader
Pawan Khera has asked how
Talib Hussain Shah, who
was allegedly planning to at-
tack the Amarnath Yatra in
Kashmir, was seen in a pho-
tograph with Amit Shah. He
wondered whether it was not
a security breach. This is the
second series of press con-
ferences being organised by
the Congress after the first
such effort was made against
the new Agnipath military
recruitment scheme. The
Congress has decided to take

the BJP head-on over issues
of national importance, and
the party will continue to
hold countrywide pressers to
take its message to the peo-
ple and to “expose” the
claims of the BJP. Top
Congress leaders who are
going to address the press
conferences include Rajya
Sabha MP Deepender Singh
Hooda in Ahmedabad,
Shaktisinh Gohil in Jaipur,
Ajoy Kumar in Mumbai,
Uttar Kumar Reddy in
Bangalore, former Union
minister M M Pallam Raju in
Chennai, media and publici-
ty head Pawan Khera in
Raipur, Rajeev Gowda in
Kolkata, Ranjeet Ranjan in
Guwahati and Saptagiri
Sankar Ulaka in
Visakhapatnam.
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BRIEF

Man kills self 
New Delhi: A man
killed himself on
Friday inside a wash-
room in west Delhi’s
Vikaspuri, police
said. Police received
information at 1.32
pm that a person re-
ceived an injury and
was lying uncon-
scious, they said.
Police rushed to the
spot where one of the
public toilets near
PVR Cinemas was
found bolted from in-
side and blood was
coming out.

4 arrested
New Delhi: Four
men were arrested for
allegedly robbing Rs
56,000 from a non-
banking financial
company in east
Delhi’s Preet Vihar
area, police said on
Friday. The accused
have been identified
as Amir, Talib and
Tripesh Kumar alias
Parvesh, all residents
of Uttar Pradesh, and
Sirajuddin alias Siraj,
a resident of Khureji
Khas in Delhi, they
said.

Man held 
New Delhi: A 29-year-
old man was arrested
for allegedly duping a
woman of Rs 12 lakh
after introducing
himself as an assis-
tant commandant in
the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police at a
matrimonial website,
police said on Friday.
The accused has been
identified as Ashish
Kukreti, a resident of
Pune in Maharashtra,
they said. On June 4, a
woman, a resident of
Vasant Kunj, lodged a
complaint wherein
she alleged that a per-
son had approached
her through a matri-
monial app on April
25 and they became
friends after that, a
senior police officer
said.

Maoist nabbed 
Giridih
(Jharkhand): A
Maoist wanted in the
2013 killing of the
then Pakur
Superintendent of
Police Amarjeet
Balihar has been
nabbed in Giridih dis-
trict of Jharkhand, a
police statement said.
The arrested Maoist,
identified as Nandlal
Soren alias Hitesh
alias Pavitra da alias
Vijay da, was a mem-
ber of the Special
Area Committee of
the banned CPI
(Maoist) outfit and
was carrying a boun-
ty of Rs 25 lakh on his
head, it said.

Road closures 
New Delhi: Several
roads in central Delhi
will be closed tem-
porarily on Saturday
due to a ‘’shanti
march’’ by the Vishva
Hindu Parishad, the
Delhi Traffic Police
said. A senior police
officer said around
7,000 volunteers are
expected to partici-
pate in the peace
march, which is
scheduled to start at
11 am from Mandi
House and will culmi-
nate at Jantar Mantar.
The traffic police took
to Twitter to suggest
the commuters to
avoid the Sikandara
Road, Barakhamba
Road, Copernicus
Marg, Firoz Shah
Road, Bhagwan Das
Road, Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, Tolstoy
Marg, Sansad Marg
from Outer Circle
Connaught Place to
Patel Chowk and
Janpath from Outer
Circle Connaught
Place to R/A Windsor
Place between 8.30 am
and 2 pm.

Members of various Hindu organisations shout slogans during Sankalp March from
Mandi House to Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 9.



Nusa Dua , Jul 09 (AP):

China's support for
Russia's war in Ukraine is
complicating US-Chinese
relations at a time when
they are already beset by
rifts and enmity over nu-
merous other issues, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told his Chinese
counterpart on Saturday.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi blamed
the US for the downturn
in relations and said that
American policy has been
derailed by what he called
a misperception of China
as a threat.

Many people believe
that the United States is
suffering from a China-
phobia, he said, according
to a Chinese statement. If
such threat-expansion is
allowed to grow, US policy
toward China will be a
dead end with no way out.

In five hours of talks in
their first-to-face meeting
since October, Blinken
said he expressed deep
concern about China's
stance on Russia's actions
in Ukraine and did not be-
lieve Beijing's protesta-
tions that it is neutral in
the conflict.

The talks had been
arranged in a new effort

to try to rein in or at least
manage rampant hostility
that has come to define re-
cent relations between
Washington and Beijing.

We are concerned about
the PRC's alignment with
Russia, Blinken told re-
porters after the meeting
in the Indonesian resort
of Bali. He said it is diffi-
cult to be neutral in a con-
flict in which there is a
clear aggressor but that
even it were possible, I
don't believe China is act-
ing in a way that is neu-
tral.

The Chinese statement
said the two sides had an
in-depth exchange of
views on Ukraine but pro-
vided no details.

The Biden administra-
tion had hoped that
China, with its long histo-
ry of opposing what it
sees as interference in its
own internal affairs,
would take a similar posi-
tion with Russia and
Ukraine. But it has not,
choosing instead what US
officials see as a hybrid
position that is damaging
the international rules-
based order.

Blinken said every na-
tion, China included,
stands to lose if that order
is eroded.

Nusa Dua , Jul 09 (AP):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met his
Chinese counterpart on
Saturday in a new effort
to try to rein in or at least
manage rampant hostility
that has come to define re-
cent relations between
Washington and Beijing.

Blinken and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
were holding talks in the
Indonesian resort of Bali,
a day after they both at-
tended a gathering of top
diplomats from the Group
of 20 rich and large devel-
oping countries that
failed to reach consensus
over Russia's war in
Ukraine and how to deal
with its impacts.

Wang and Blinken were
discussing a range of con-
tentious issues from tar-
iffs and trade and human
rights to Taiwan and dis-
putes in the South China
Sea. Just two days earlier,
the two countries' top mil-
itary officers had faced off
over Taiwan during a vir-
tual meeting.

In a relationship as
complex and consequen-
tial as the one between the
United States and China,
there is a lot to talk about
and I'm very much look-
ing forward to a produc-
tive, constructive conver-
sation, Blinken said as the
pair headed into the
closed-door meeting.

Wang said it is neces-
sary for the two countries
to maintain normal ex-
changes and to work to-
gether to ensure that this
relationship will continue
to move forward along the
right track. He echoed fre-

quent Chinese lines about
remaining committed to
the principles of mutual
respect, peaceful coexis-
tence and win-win cooper-
ation. That, he said,
"serves the interests of
the two countries and two
peoples. It is also the
shared aspiration of the
international community.

U.S. officials said ahead
of time they don't expect
any breakthroughs from
Blinken's talks with
Wang. But they said they
are hopeful the conversa-
tion can help keep lines of
communications open
and create guardrails to
guide the world's two
largest economies as they
navigate increasingly
complex and potentially
explosive matters.

The United States and
China have staked out in-
creasingly confrontation-
al positions, including on
Ukraine, that some fear
could lead to miscalcula-
tion and conflict. The
U.S. has watched warily
as China has refused to
criticize the Russian in-
vasion, while condemn-
ing Western sanctions
against Russia and ac-
cusing the U.S. and
NATO of provoking the
conflict.

The Biden administra-
tion had hoped that
China, with its long histo-
ry of opposing what it
sees as interference in its
own internal affairs,
would take a similar posi-
tion with Ukraine. But, it
has not, choosing instead
what U.S. officials see as a
hybrid position that is
damaging the interna-
tional rules-based order.
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Tokyo, Jul 09 (AP):

The body of Japan's for-
mer Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe was returned
to Tokyo on Saturday after
he was fatally shot during
a campaign speech in
western Japan a day earli-
er.

Abe was attacked in the
city of Nara and airlifted
to a local hospital but died
of blood loss despite emer-
gency treatment including
massive blood transfu-
sions.

Police arrested the at-
tacker, a former member
of Japan's navy, at the
scene on suspicion of mur-
der.

Police confiscated the
homemade gun he used,
and several others were
later found at his apart-
ment. The attacker told in-
vestigators he plotted the
shooting because he be-
lieved rumours that Abe
was connected to an or-
ganisation that he resents,
according to police.

Japanese media report-
ed that the man had devel-
oped hatred toward a reli-
gious group his mother
was devoted to.

The reports did not spec-
ify the group. A black

hearse carrying Abe's
body and accompanied by
his wife, Akie, arrived at
his home in Tokyo's up-
scale residential area of
Shibuya, where many
mourners waited and low-
ered their heads as the ve-
hicle passed.

Abe's assassination
ahead of Sunday's parlia-

mentary election shocked
the nation and raised
questions over whether se-
curity for the former
prime minister was ade-
quate. Police on Saturday
said autopsy results
showed that a bullet that
entered Abe's upper left
arm damaged arteries be-
neath both collar bones,

causing fatal massive
bleeding. Some observers
who watched videos of the
assassination on social
media and television
noted a lack of attention in
the open space behind Abe
as he spoke.

A former Kyoto prefec-
tural police investigator,
Fumikazu Higuchi, said

the footage suggested secu-
rity was sparse at the
event and insufficient for a
former prime minister.

It is necessary to investi-
gate why security allowed
Yamagami to freely move
and go behind Mr. Abe,
Higuchi told a Nippon TV
talk show.

Experts also said Abe
was more vulnerable
standing on the ground
level, instead of atop a
campaign vehicle, which
reportedly could not be
arranged because his visit
to Nara was hastily
planned the day before.

In videos circulating on
social media, the attacker,
identified as Tetsuya
Yamagami, 41, can be seen
with the homemade gun
hanging from his shoulder,
standing only a few metres
behind Abe across a busy
street, and continuously
glancing around.

A few minutes after Abe
stood at the podium and
started his speech as a
local party candidate and
their supporters stood and
waved to the crowd
Yamagami can be seen fir-
ing the first shot, which is-
sued a cloud of smoke, but
the projectile apparently
missed Abe.

Abe’s body arrives in Tokyo as
country mourns ex-PM’s death

People pray at a makeshift memorial near the scene where the former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
was shot while delivering his speech to support the Liberal Democratic Partys candidate during an
election campaign in Nara, Saturday, July 9.

Washington, Jul 09 (AP):

Two weeks after Russia
launched its invasion of
Ukraine, Kremlin-backed
rebels assaulted a nursing
home in the eastern region
of Luhansk.

Dozens of elderly and
disabled patients, many of
them bedridden, were
trapped inside without
water or electricity.

The March 11 assault set
off a fire that spread
throughout the facility, suf-
focating people who could-
n't move.

A small number of pa-
tients and staff escaped
and fled into a nearby for-
est, finally getting assis-
tance after walking for five
kilometers.

In a war awash in atroci-
ties, the attack on the nurs-
ing home near the village
of Stara Krasnyanka stood
out for its cruelty. And
Ukrainian authorities
placed the fault squarely
on Russian forces, accus-
ing them of killing more
than 50 vulnerable civil-
ians in a brutal and unpro-
voked attack.

But a new United
Nations report has found
that Ukraine's armed

forces bear a large, and per-
haps equal, share of the
blame for what happened
in Stara Krasnyanka,
which is about 580 kilome-
ters southeast of Kyiv.

A few days before the at-
tack, Ukrainian soldiers
took up positions inside
the nursing home, effec-
tively making the building
a target.

At least 22 of the 71 pa-
tients survived the assault,
but the exact number of
people killed remains un-
known, according to the
UN.

The report by the UN's
Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights doesn't conclude the
Ukrainian soldiers or the
Moscow-backed separatist
fighters committed a war
crime. But it said the battle
at the Stara Krasnyanka
nursing home is emblemat-
ic of the human rights of-
fice's concerns over the po-
tential use of human
shields to prevent military
operations in certain
areas. The aftermath of the
attack on the Stara
Krasnyanka home also
provides a window into
how both Russia and
Ukraine move quickly to

set the narrative for how
events are unfolding on the
ground even when those
events may still be shroud-
ed by the fog of war.

For Ukraine, maintain-
ing the upper hand in the
fight for hearts and minds
helps to ensure the contin-
ued flow of billions of dol-
lars in Western military
and humanitarian aid.

Russia's frequently in-
discriminate shelling of
apartment buildings, hos-
pitals, schools and theatres
has been the primary
cause of the war's thou-
sands of civilian casual-
ties. Ukraine and its allies,
including the United
States, have rebuked
Moscow for the deaths and
injuries and called for
those responsible to be
brought to justice.

But Ukraine also must
abide by the international
rules of the battlefield.
David Crane, a former US
Defence Department offi-
cial and a veteran of nu-
merous international war
crime investigations, said
the Ukrainian forces may
have violated the laws of
armed conflict by not evac-
uating the nursing home's
residents and staff.

Ukraine bears share
of blame for nursing

home attack: UN 

Kathmandu, Jul 09 (PTI):

For the first time, Nepal
has started exporting ce-
ment to India, with the ini-
tial consignment of 3,000
bags entering the neigh-
bouring country through a
check post bordering Uttar
Pradesh.

The Palpa Cement
Industries in Nawalparasi
district on Friday dis-
patched the first consign-
ment of cement to India
for the first time in history
through the Sunauli bor-
der.

The industrialists in
Nepal are excited about ex-
porting cement to India
after the government pro-
vided an eight per cent
subsidy for cement export
in the budget.

The Nawalparasi plant
has a capacity of produc-
ing 1,800 metric tonnes of
clinker and 3,000 metric
tonnes of cement every
day, according to Jeevan
Niraula, public relations
manager of Palpa
Industries.

Palpa, which produces
Tansen brand cement
under the banner of Palpa

Cement Industries
Limited, began exporting
cement to India after com-
pleting all the government
procedures, including
quality standards check.

The latest development
has paved the way for five
other cement industries
operating across Nepal to
export their products to
India. According to Nepal
Cement Producers'
Association, the
Himalayan nation has the
potential of exporting ce-
ment worth NRs.150 bil-
lion. Nepal's cement indus-
tries are facing problems
due to the lack of market
despite its huge potential.

Shekhar Agrawal, exec-
utive director of Palpa in-
dustries Limited, said that
with the export of cement
to India, Nepali products
can now compete with in-
ternational brands.

Keshav Bhandari, presi-
dent of the Nawalparasi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said the ex-
port of cement to India
along with the govern-
ment grant would help
boost the country's econo-
my.

Nepal starts exporting
cement to India for

the first time

HAJJ PILGRIMAGE

Muslim pilgrims cast stones in the symbolic stoning of the devil ritual during the Hajj pilgrimage, in Mina near the
city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Saturday, July 9.

US, China seek to calm rising
tensions on many fronts

Singapore, Jul 09 (PTI):

Authorities in Singapore
have arrested a 45-year-old
man for inciting violence
by posting a comment on
Facebook against Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
media reports said on
Saturday.

The threat was found in
the comments section of
web portal Channel News
Asia's Facebook page on a
post regarding the assassi-
nation of former Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe. Police said they re-
ceived a report at 3.10 pm
on Friday, regarding a
threat of inciting violence
against Prime Minister
Lee, the Straits Times
newspaper reported.

After investigations, po-
lice were able to establish

the identity of the
Facebook user and was ar-
rested, police said. A laptop,
a tablet and four mobile
phones were seized.

Police investigations are
ongoing, according to a
Channel News Asia report.

Anyone convicted of the
offence of making or com-
municating any electronic
record containing any in-
citement to violence faces
up to five years' jail, a fine,
or both, the report said.

Prime Minister Lee on
Friday slammed Abe's as-
sassination as a senseless
act of violence." Mr. Abe is
a good friend of Singapore.
I had just hosted him for
lunch in May, on my visit to
Tokyo. My thoughts and
prayers are with Mr. Abe
and his family," Lee said on
Facebook.

Man arrested in Singapore
for threatening PM Lee on

social media

US tells China its
support for Russia

complicates relations

‘’It is in our national in terest to con-
tinue to strengthen our fast growing
strategic economic and people-to-
people ties with India, while also
speaking forthrightly about human
rights and our democratic values.”
This was commented by Donald Lu,
Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Affairs, to the members
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in relation to Indo-Pacific
powers.
This statement is one of the direct
reflections of the India-US relations
in terms of defining alliance
amongst the global powers. In fact,
currently both India and the US are
in such a position where both the
countries need each other and in the
future, if proper diplomatic strate-
gies and cooperation can be main-
tained between both the countries,
there will be a win-win situation for
both the nations. On October 13,
1949, the then Prime Minister of
India, Jawaharlal Nehru visited the
United States of America to meet
the US President Harry S Truman.
But India’s neutrality in the Cold War
came as an important factor to por-
tray its leadership role through its
policy of Non-Alignment Movement,
which created constraints of distrust
in the India-US relations, and that
event can be regarded as one of the
very first event in the starting of US-
India ties post Indian Independence.
However, stepping into the 21st cen-
tury, the India-US relationship has
slowly taken a turn of “global-strate-

gic partnership” as both the coun-
tries share some common democrat-
ic values and similar interests in
bilateral, regional and global issues.
In fact, high-level political visits of
representatives of US to India and
vice-versa and exchange of dia-
logues have set a framework for
ever-expanding India-US engage-
ment. Currently, India-US engage-
ment has a multi-faceted dimension
to it which involves trade and invest-
ment, defence and security, educa-
tion, science and technology, cyber
security, high technology, environ-
ment, agriculture, health, etc.
Many bilateral dialogues have
already taken place between both
the countries in sectors like
Homeland Security, Financial and
Economic Partnership, Higher
Education Dialogue, Energy
Dialogue, etc. In fact, the initial two
meetings of the Strategic and
Commercial dialogue (at the level of
EAM & MOS) were held at
Washington DC in 2015 and New
Delhi in 2016. Moreover, India and
the US have also engaged into vari-
ous dialogues at political and official
levels on bilateral regional and glob-
al issues and back in September,
2015, a Policy Planning Dialogue was
also started between the two coun-
tries.
The India-US relationship has also
taken a major turn in terms of both
the countries’ desire to improve their
bilateral trade matters and rejuve-
nate the trade engagement by the
US-India Trade Policy Forum,
expanding trade relationships as
well as provide cooperation on dif-
ferent sets of issues. To further
enhance the relationship between
the two countries, both the countries
have forwarded three foundational
agreements, namely, LEMOA (for the
purpose of sharing of logistics),
BECA (for the purpose of geospatial
mapping), and COMCASA (for the
purpose of sharing of real-time
information for strong partnership).
Along with this, there have been

multiple coalitions between both the
countries in modern sectors like AI,
cyber, etc. The defence sector as
well has evolved as one of the major
pillars of India-US strategic partner-
ship. The signing of new framework
for India-US Defence Relation in
2005 further intensified defense
trade, personal exchanges, collabo-
ration and cooperation in maritime
security, counter piracy, etc. Other
defence dialogues between both the
countries include Defence Policy
Group, Senior Technology Security
Group, Joint Technical Groups,
Military Cooperation Groups, etc.
Added to this, India and the US also
took a couple of days’ naval exercise
in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region
to display their growing defence and
military partnership.
In terms of Space Research and
Collaboration, the NASA and ISRO
are also collaborating together, so
as to enhance the proper manage-
ment of natural resources as well as
prepare for disasters. India and US
have also come together for the pur-
pose of maintenance of clean ener-
gy, keeping in mind the advanced
American technology and the fast-
growing Indian Energy Market. As
such, both the countries have
planned to bring in changes to the
current Energy Cooperation
Framework. The US President has
already invited 40 countries of the
world to the Leaders Summit on
Climate, and India being one of the
invited countries, must portray the
contribution the country wants to
give in order to achieve the goal of a
stronger climate. The mutual coop-
eration between both the countries
is visible in the field of education as
well and it has been an integral part
of the relationship between the two
countries. The Higher Education
Dialogue has already created the
path for promoting research and
development, partnership in vocal
education, junior faculty develop-
ment as well as institutional partner-
ships. In fact, India is also gathering

knowledge from the US in order to
meet the increasing demand of its
skill development. The Global
Initiative of Academic Networks can
be considered a big milestone in this
regard, as with this, 1,000 American
academicians shall be invited to
teach in Indian universities at their
convenience to further strengthen
the ties via education.
Indians also form an important part
of the American population and as
such, both the countries have been
working together to facilitate travel
of their respective citizens. Along
with this, the Indian population
residing in America acts as a cata-
lyst in further strengthening India-
US ties. India and the US also share
an attractive cultural cooperation
and already in many universities of
America, there are India-focused
educational programmes and many
private institutions of America also
teach Indian Cultural Arts. The two
countries also announced their deci-
sion to celebrate 2017 as Travel and
Tourism Partner Countries. Last but
not the least, the Indian media too
holds a strong place in the US and
many newspapers and media organi-
zations like PTI, IANS, Times of
India, The Hindu, etc., have corre-
spondents in Washington DC and
many other cities. 
Therefore, it can be concluded that
the India-US relations have evolved
significantly over the years and
development of bilateral ties in dif-
ferent sectors like trade and com-
merce, security and defence, educa-
tion and research, etc., clearly indi-
cate that the two countries are con-
stantly working and willing to
improve the relations to set a new
benchmark in international diploma-
cy. But in the current context, the
two countries via bilateral ties
should also consider coming into a
common platform to solve socio-
economic as well as geo-political
issues with a common notion, which
would further elevate the impor-
tance of India-US ties.
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Abe a great leader
Former Prime Minister

(PM) Shinzo Abe (67),
Japan’s longest-serving
leader, is no more. He was
being shot while cam-
paigning for the upcom-
ing Upper House elec-
tions, near the Yamato-
Saidaiji Station in Nara
City. As per media
Tetsuyo Yamagami, who
was dissatisfied with
Shinzo Abe, opened fire
with an apparently home-
made gun. Abe fell to the
ground and was bleeding
from the chest. The shoot-
ing of former PM Shinzo
Abe has shocked the
world, because Japan is a
country with one of the
world’s lowest rates of
gun crime due to its strict
laws on gun ownership.
Gun violence is extreme-
ly rare in Japan. In 2018,
Japan, a country of 125
million people, only re-
ported nine deaths from
firearms — compared
with 39,740 that year in
the United States (even
India was ranked third in
terms of gun-related
homicides, and over 90
per cent of the cases in-
volved the use of unli-
censed weapons). A true
statesman who catapult-
ed Indo-Japanese broth-
erhood and trust to an all-
time high. Who forget, he
financed Bombay -
Ahmedabad bullet train
50,000 crores. Repayable
in 50 years or more with
.01% interest? Sad the
state of the world. Unable
to understand what
Tetsuyo Yamagami
would benefit from this
move? PM Narendra
Modi mourns the death of
Japan’s Shinzo Abe and
declares one-day national
mourning to be observed
on 9 July. My condolences
to his family, friends and
to all Japan nationals.
Om Shanthi. Rest In
Peace.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Johnson’s resignation
UK PM Boris

Johnson’s resignation
was expected after the
resignations of two sen-
ior ministers of his cabi-
net. But the interesting
thing is a morality tale
that has lessons for
democracies, how a
leader who just over two
years led his party to a
landslide parliamentary
majority, squandered so
much political capital so
fast. Even the most ar-
dent of Boris Johnson
will have to agree that his
authority has been se-
verely dented. The mes-
sage here is that even
leaders with mammoth
mandates need to be
mindful of the fact that
the office needs to com-
mand at least a measure
of respect and authority.

SK Panesar, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Japan is a democracy, so the murder of the former prime minister Shinzo
Abe is an attack on democracy. Abe was a political blueblood groomed
for power. Japan’s longest serving prime minister, he was also perhaps
the most polarising, complex politician in recent Japanese history. Abe,
who was assassinated Friday, angered both liberals at home and World
War II victims in Asia with his hawkish push to revamp the military and
his revisionist view that Japan was given an unfair verdict by history for
its brutal past. At the same time, he revitalised Japan’s economy, led
efforts for the nation to take a stronger role in Asia and served as a rare
beacon of political stability before stepping down two years ago for
health reasons. Abe was attacked in Nara during a campaign for Liberal
Democratic Party candidates in Sunday’s Upper House election. He was
shot twice in the chest from behind allegedly by a Nara resident who was
seized at the scene and taken into custody. Abe reportedly went into
cardiac arrest while being airlifted to a local hospital, where he eventu-
ally succumbed to his injuries. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida called the
shooting “a heinous act … barbaric, malicious, and it cannot be tolerat-
ed”. Thankfully, acts of political violence are rare in Japan. Aum
Shinrikyo was the last major terror group to wage war against the coun-
try, releasing sarin gas on Tokyo subways in 1995, which killed 13 people,
seriously injured 54 others and affected 980 more. The most prominent
political assassination in contemporary Japan occurred in 1960 when a
rightist attacked the socialist leader Inejiro Asanuma. In 1978, a man
attempted to kill then-Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira, but he only min-
gled with reporters outside the Prime Minister’s Office and never actu-
ally got close to Ohira. In the two latter cases, the weapon was a sword
and a knife. The only time a politician has been attacked in modern-day
Japan with a gun was in 1992 when Shin Kanemaru, an LDP heavyweight
and the deputy prime minister was attacked, but was not injured.
Mercifully, guns remain a rarity in Japan. In fact, this country has one of
the lowest rates of gun violence in the world. The assassination of Abe
will have a resounding effect on Japan. While outsiders might think of
him as a former politician, he maintained immense influence at home.
He led the largest faction in the Liberal Democratic Party, and at just 67,
was still in his prime. Many speculated he could have taken another run
at the premiership. Even if he didn’t, Abe was certainly in place to help
decide the next prime minister. One thing seems certain: July 8 is a day
that will scar Japan forever. For India, he was a dear friend who put bilat-
eral ties on fast track. With a ‘tilak’ on his forehead and a ‘puja thali’ in
his hands, Abe’s picture attending the ‘Ganga Aarti’ alongside Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the fabled Dashashwamedh Ghat in Varanasi
in 2015 symbolised his ‘India connect’ and reflected the very special
bond he shared with the country. The former Japanese Prime Minister’s
special ties with India is also evident from the fact that he was given the
Padma Vibhushan — India’s second-highest civilian award - in 2021. In
2007, Abe became the first-ever Japanese PM to address a joint session
of the Indian Parliament. During his trip to India in 2017, Abe visited
Ahmedabad, the hallmark of which was the laying of the foundation of
India’s first bullet train project at a cost of Rs 1.1 trillion.

Shinzo Abe’s assassination:
An attack on democracy
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Army personnel carry out the rescue operation in the cloudburst affected areas near the Amarnath cave shrine,
J & K, Saturday, July 9. 

India-US ties: A benchmark of global diplomacy

RESCUE OPERATION

BISHALDEEP KAKATI 

People who regularly fast are less
likely to experience severe complica-
tions from Covid-19, suggests a study.
Intermittent fasting has previously
shown to have a host of health bene-
fits, including lowering the risk of di-
abetes and heart disease. The find-
ings, published week in BMJ
Nutrition, Prevention & Health,
showed that Covid patients who prac-
tised regular water-only intermittent
fasting had lower risk of hospitalisa-
tion or dying due to the virus than pa-
tients who did not. “Intermittent fast-
ing has already shown to lower in-
flammation and improve cardiovascu-
lar health. In this study, we’re finding
additional benefits when it comes to
battling an infection of Covid-19 in pa-
tients who have been fasting for
decades,” said Benjamin Horne, direc-
tor of cardiovascular and genetic epi-
demiology at Intermountain
Healthcare in the US. In the study, re-
searchers identified 205 patients who
had tested positive for the virus be-
tween March 2020 and February 2021
— before vaccines were widely avail-
able. Of these, 73 said they regularly
fasted at least once a month.
Researchers found that those who

practised regular fasting had a lower
rate of hospitalisation or death due to
coronavirus.“Intermittent fasting
was not associated with whether or
not someone tested positive Covid-19,
but it was associated with lower sever-
ity once patients had tested positive
for it,” Horne said.

While Horne said that more re-
search is needed to understand why
intermittent fasting is associated with
better Covid outcomes, he said it’s
most likely due to a host of ways that
it affects the body.

For example, fasting reduces in-
flammation, especially since hyperin-
flammation is associated with poor
Covid-19 outcomes. In addition, after
12 to 14 hours of fasting, the body
switches from using glucose in the
blood to ketones, including linoleic
acid.

Patients suffering from ascites—a
condition in which fluid collects in
spaces within the abdomen—can be
treated by Ayurvedic poly-herbal drug
that has potential not only to slow down
the progression of chronic kidney dis-
ease but also restore normalcy in func-
tional parameters of the vital organ, a
team of researchers has claimed. In a
study published in latest issue of
Journal of Ayurveda and Integrated
Medical Sciences, Assistant Professor
Komala A, Siddesh Aradhyamath and
researcher Mallinath IT from JSS
Ayurveda Medical College and Hospital
in Karnataka gave a range of
Ayurvedic formulations along with
AIMIL Pharmaceutical’s innovation
Neeri KFT for impaired kidneys.

“A dose of 20 ml of this ayurvedic for-
mulation daily—morning and
evening—was given for a month,” the
researchers said, adding the outcome
was positive.

The herbal drug not only helped pro-
tecting the kidneys of the patients from
further damage due to the condition
but also helped excreting the collected
fluid from their abdomen.

The consumption of herbal formula-
tion had flushed out fluid from the ab-
domen through the urinary tract, said
the researchers.

The NEERI-KFT, a herbal medicine

extracted from plants, is composed of
herbs such as Punarnava, Varun,
Sigru, Sariva, Makoi and Sirish, also
known for their diuretic properties.

Sanchit Sharma from AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals told IANS that in the
past few years Neeri KFT has proven to
be effective in strengthening the kidney
as well as clearing toxic fluids from the
body. Ascites usually occurs when the
liver stops working properly or it mal-
functions, leading to a build-up of fluid
in the space between the abdominal lin-
ing and the organs.

Ascites is the most common compli-
cation of cirrhosis (scarring of the
liver). It affects around 60 per cent of
people with cirrhosis within 10 years of
their diagnosis, and the two-year sur-
vival rate is 50 per cent.

Intermittent fasting may help
reduce complications from Covid-19

Ayurvedic drug can help kidney recovery

The safety of passengers and flight crew is the most important aspect of
aviation safety. Recurring incidents of mid-flight snags have put the spot-
light on the maintenance of airworthiness of aircraft by some airliners in
India. Aviation regulator -Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
served a show-cause notice to an airliner for recurring mid-flight incidents
but a stricter surveillance regime for safety oversight by the regulator is
crucial to retain the confidence of passengers about on-board safety.
Implementation of a set of recommendations by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture has assumed
greater significance given the several incidents related to aircraft opera-
tions. The panel in its report on “Issues related to Safety in Civil Aviation
Sector” presented to the parliament on March 31 flagged several issues of
aviation safety and came up with recommendations to address them. The
committee recommended that the DGCA must regularly coordinate with
the Airport Authority of India (AAI), various airport operators and airline
operators and ensure the implementation of its specifications and guide-
lines regarding aviation safety. It also underlined the need for installation
and use of state-of-art technology for the prevention of aircraft accidents/
malfunctioning. The Ministry of Civil Aviation informed the committee
about the processes that are put in place in line with the standards laid
down by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) for ensuring
the safety of air transport operations. One of the processes, states the
panel’s report, is that during the validity of the Certificate of Airworthiness
of aircraft, officers of DGCA monitor routine maintenance, major checks
and significant defects through spot checks and surveillance. The mainte-
nance of aircraft is required to be carried out by an organization specifical-
ly approved by DGCA for the purpose. For approval, an organization
requires proper infrastructure, appropriate tools including special tools,
updated manufacturer’s documents and aircraft maintenance engineers
holding appropriate licences for the maintenance work. Aircraft
Maintenance Organisations are approved for specific ‘Scope of Work’ and
approval is valid for five years. The approvals are renewed after an inspec-
tion to ensure that the capability of the organisation has not deteriorated.
The organisation is required to show that they have carried out an internal
audit and have rectified the deficiencies found during their internal audit, it
adds. The parliamentary panel recommended that the Ministry may review
the efficiency of the mechanism presently in place for implementation of
the processes recommended by ICAO for the safety of air transport opera-
tions, from time to time so that these processes are implemented by the
concerned organizations in letter and spirit. The Ministry also informed the
committee that for the maintenance of aircraft, the manufacturer of the
aircraft provides detailed procedures including timelines for carrying out
the maintenance which forms part of the approved maintenance pro-
gramme of the operator. On detection of a fault, the fault is corrected
based on the manufacturer’s recommendation and the aircraft thereby
maintains continuous airworthiness for continuing operations. Upon com-
pletion of the maintenance, the aircraft is released by an appropriately
licensed maintenance engineer to certify that all checks due on the aircraft
have been carried out by the manufacturer’s maintenance manual and any
faults/ malfunctions have been duly rectified, informs the ministry.
Implementing the Committee’s recommendation that the frequency of the
inspections, audits, spot checks etc. carried out by DGCA may be increased
to ensure that the guidelines and instructions issued by DGCA are timely
implemented by the concerned organisations can help the regulator to
identify the gaps in time. The committee also raised the issue of long delays
in the submission of final reports on aircraft accidents and pointed out that
accidents such as runway accidents for similar reasons could be avoided if
reasons are known at the earliest and steps are taken promptly to prevent
a recurrence. The committee recommended prescribing a strict timeline for
submission of final reports of accident investigation which is a pragmatic
approach to deal with such issues related to safety oversight. Another gap
identified by the panel is the low budget of only Rs 1 crore allocated to the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau against the projected requirement of
Rs. 4.40 crore for the current financial year. In addition to higher budgetary
allocation, prioritizing the committee’s recommendation that the Ministry
of Civil Aviation may ensure that the methodologies adopted and technolo-
gy used by AAIB for the investigation of aircraft accidents are at par with
the best global standards, so that the actual reasons that caused an acci-
dent can be identified and necessary corrective measures can be taken to
prevent recurrence is critical to assuring passengers, pilots and flight crew
about their safety. Flagging the safety oversight issues does not require
pressing the panic button, but DGCA reassures passengers about the air-
worthiness of aircraft, maintenance of all safety norms by airliners is criti-
cal to prevent safety concerns from impeding growth of the aviation sector.

Tightening flight safety norms
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BRIEF

IIFL Wealth
Management

New Delhi: IIFL
Wealth Management
on Friday paid a set-
tlement amount of
over Rs 3 crore to mar-
kets regulator Sebi to
settle a case pertain-
ing to violations of
regulatory norms.
The company was al-
leged to have violated
stock brokers’ regula-
tion as well as PFUTP
(Prohibition of
Fraudulent and
Unfair Trade
Practices) regulations.
It was alleged that
IIFL Wealth
Management and IIFL
Securities Ltd know-
ingly manipulated the
reference price of
Alkem Laboratories
for a block deal.

BuildNext 
Kochi: BuildNext, a
Kochi based tech-en-
abled home builder
has raised 3.5 million
dollars in a ‘pre-series
A’ funding led by
Pidilite Industries’.
BuildNext has also se-
cured funding from
existing investors
Konglo Ventures and
FatEngine among oth-
ers. The company, in a
release said, it aims to
use the capital from
the latest round of
funding to further ex-
pand its R&D capabili-
ties and upgrade its
Virtual Reality tech-
nology experience
centres. It also plans
to expand into new
markets Bengaluru,
Chennai and
Coimbatore while
strengthening its
foothold in its existing
ones.

D-Mart Q1 
profit jumps 

New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported over six-fold
jump in its consolidat-
ed net profit to Rs
642.89 crore for the
quarter ended on
June 30, 2022, helped
by a “very good recov-
ery” in overall sales
and a comparative low
YoY base. The compa-
ny had posted a net
profit of Rs 95.36 crore
in the April-June
quarter a year ago,
said Avenue
Supermarts in a BSE
filing. Its revenue
from operations was
up 93.66 per cent to Rs
10,038.07 crore during
the quarter under re-
view against Rs
5,183.12 crore in the
corresponding quar-
ter last fiscal.

MMTC
New Delhi: State-
owned mining and
metals firm MMTC on
Friday reported a con-
solidated net profit of
Rs 118.38 crore for the
fourth quarter ended
March against a loss
of Rs 597.17 crore in
the year-ago period.
During the January-
March quarter, its
total income stood at
Rs 2,260.81 crore com-
pared to Rs 9,314.17
crore, according to a
regulatory filing.

Tata Motors 
New Delhi: Tata
Motors on Saturday
said it has increased
prices of its passenger
vehicle range with im-
mediate effect to par-
tially offset the impact
of rising input costs.
A weighted average
increase in price of
0.55 per cent will come
into effect starting
Saturday across the
range, depending
upon the variant and
model, the home-
grown auto major said
in a statement.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Already battered by ris-
ing prices of essentials
ranging from fruits and
vegetables to edible oil and
electricity, record high
rates of cooking gas LPG
have added to the woes of
the common man, espe-
cially the lower strata.

LPG rates this week
were hiked by Rs 50 per
14.2-kg cylinder, taking the
total increase in last one
year to Rs 244 or 30 per
cent. Non-subsidised LPG
— the price that all house-
holds except the poor
women beneficiaries of
the Ujjwala scheme pay, is
now at Rs 1,053 per 14.2 kg
cylinder. Ujjwala benefici-
aries have to pay Rs 853.

“LPG is smokeless but
still it is bringing us
tears,” rued M Mallika, a
38-year-old homemaker in
Tenali town of Andhra
Pradesh. “In three
months, the price has in-
creased by Rs 150 per

cylinder without taxes and
overall it is about Rs 160. A
cylinder is now Rs 1,075 (in
Andhra Pradesh). It is cer-
tainly a heavy burden,”
she said.

Fuel rates vary from
state to state depending on
the incidence of local
taxes such as VAT.

The increase in prices
has particularly affected
the lower income group
such as housemaids, driv-
ers, security guards, daily
wagers, salesmen and

waiters who earn between
Rs 10,000 to 15,000 per
month. The cooking fuel
bill alone is around 10 per
cent of their earnings.

“It’s quite difficult for us
to afford cooking gas cylin-
ders these days. Every
month the price of domes-
tic gas cylinders is hiked,
making our home budget
bill even more difficult to
balance... we are looking at
alternate ways of cook-
ing...maybe solar, maybe
something else,” said

Nupur Dasgupta, an SBI
employee and resident of
Kolkata’s Golpark area.

Swapna Mukherjee, a
homemaker in Dumdum
in Kolkata, said she was
thinking of using a
kerosene stove alongside
cooking gas stoves to keep
a check on her monthly ex-
penses.

“Our monthly expenses
have gone up drastically
and it is becoming tough.
We require two gas cylin-
ders in one month, but I
think we will surrender
one connection and start
using kerosene again,” she
said. Parki Mehra (40), a
private school teacher
from Ambala in Haryana,
said the price hike of do-
mestic LPG cylinders has
impacted middle-class
families like hers. The
mother of two school-
going children says her
family has cut down on ex-
penses on other non-essen-
tial items to manage the
household budget.

‘Smokeless’ LPG bringing tears to
eyes as prices rise 30 pc in one year New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Exuding confidence that
the price situation will
gradually improve in the
second half of the current
fiscal, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Saturday said the central
bank would continue to
take monetary measures
to anchor inflation with a
view to achieving strong
and sustainable growth.

Inflation is a measure of
the trust and confidence
that the public reposes in
the economic institutions
of the country, Das said
while speaking at the inau-
gural Kautilya Economic
Conclave.

“Overall, at this point of
time, with the supply out-
look appearing favourable
and several high frequen-
cy indicators pointing to
resilience of the recovery
in the first quarter (April-
June) of 2022-23, our cur-
rent assessment is that in-
flation may ease gradually
in the second half of 2022-
23, precluding the chances

of a hard landing in
India,” the Governor said.

Noting that price stabili-
ty is key to maintaining
macroeconomic and finan-
cial stability, he said the
central bank will under-
take measures for preserv-
ing and fostering macro-
economic stability.

“While factors beyond
our control may affect in-
flation in the short run, its
trajectory over the medi-
um-term is determined by
monetary policy.
Therefore, monetary poli-
cy must take timely ac-
tions to anchor inflation
and inflation expectations
so as to place the economy

on a strong and sustain-
able growth pedestal.

“We will continue to cal-
ibrate our policies with
the overarching goal of
preserving and fostering
macroeconomic stability,”
he said.

Das noted that the
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) in its
April and June meetings
revised the projection of
inflation for 2022-23 in two
stages to 6.7 per cent, tak-
ing stock of the evolving
developments and with in-
flation pressures getting
generalised.

About three-fourths of
the revision in June was
on account of geopolitical
spillovers to food prices,
he said, adding the MPC
also decided to increase
the policy repo rate by 40
bps and 50 bps in May and
June, respectively.

This was on top of the 40
basis points (bps) effective
rate hike through the in-
troduction of the Standing
Deposit Facility (SDF) at
3.75 per cent.

Inflation may ease gradually in second
half of fiscal, says RBI Governor Das

Gurugram, Jul 09:
Strengthening its hold in
125cc segment with un-
matched quality & reliabil-
ity, Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI)
today announced that
Honda’s Shine has
achieved the prestigious
milestone of 20 lac cus-
tomers in Central states of
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Honda’s
journey in achieving 20
Lac Shine motorcycle cus-
tomers in Central India

Growing pillar to pillar
through the years, over 10
Lac customers joined the
Honda Shine family in a
span of 10 years. However,
delivering on its promise
of matchless quality and
service, HMSI has taken

just 6 years to welcome the
recent 10 Lac customers.

Thanking customers
and speaking on this land-
mark feat, Mr. Atsushi
Ogata – Managing
Director, President & CEO,
Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India said, “We
are immensely thankful to
our 2Million-strong Shine
family in Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and
Chhattisgarh. With a
growing shift in demand
for 125cc motorcycle seg-
ment, Honda Shine truly
brings a holistic com-
muter offering for its cus-
tomers. Complementing
this experience further, we
have over 1200 Honda
2Wheeler touchpoints tak-
ing care of our customers’
comprehensive needs.

Honda Shine 
continues its reign 

New Delhi, Jul 09:

Celebrating and hon-
ouring India’s rich history,
MMTC-PAMP, India’s only
London Bullion Market
Association (LBMA) Good
Delivery gold & silver re-
finery, has introduced its
new range of exquisitely
crafted 24k 999 coins which
feature 3D embossed King
and Queen Designs. The
coins feature high relief
portrayals of a King and
Queen on a mirror fin-
ished coin and are now
available at Anand Jewels
who are known across
Raipur for their wide
range of jewellery and
high standards of quality
in gold and silver products.
The designs are available
in 24K 999.9 purest 8gm

gold (also called a guinea
in India), and 999.9 purest
silver oval shaped coins in
20gm and 50 gm.
Celebrating the rich and
diverse history of India,
these coins are exquisitely
crafted with Swiss
Craftsmanship and etched
with the faces of royalty
from across cultures.
Speaking on the launch,
Vikas Singh, Managing
Director and CEO, MMTC-
PAMP said, “At MMTC-
PAMP we always strive to
offer culturally relevant
and exquisitely crafted
products to our customers.
We are pleased to present
24K 999.9 purest gold
guinea featuring royalty
that has been part of
India’s wedding gifting tra-
dition for ages.

MMTC-PAMP brings 
its special edition 999.9
purest gold and silver 

New Delhi, Jul 09

(PTI):

India must grow by at
least 8-10 per cent over
the next 25 years so that
the it is able to lift the av-
erage income of people
and create more jobs,
Singapore Senior
Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam said
on Friday.

He delivered the first
first Arun Jaitley
Memorial Lecture, which
was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
among other dignitaries.

“To do both at the same
time — to lift per capita
income significantly and
to create many more jobs
for the larger population
— you need an 8-10 per

cent growth, that is the
minimum that has to be
achieved in the next 25
y e a r s , ”
Shanmugaratnam said.
He also said India needs
to focus both on produc-
tivity and job growth.

“You need the produc-
tive growth because it’s
the only way in which in-
comes are going to grow
but you need a lot more
job growth and it can be

achieved,” he said.
He also said that India

will have to increase its
pace of reforms and re-
orient the role of the gov-
ernment to deal with the
challenges that the coun-
try might face in the next
25 years.

Stressing that India
should not move away
from multilateralism, he
said globalisation pro-
vides a huge opportunity
for the Indian economy.

Those who say that
globalisation is retreat-
ing have been proven
wrong as global trade has
increased post COVID
and has surpassed pre-
COVID level,
Shanmugaratnam said,
adding that India needs
to focus on agriculture as
it is very critical.

India needs to grow 8-10% over next 25 years
to create more jobs: Shanmugaratnam

Gwalior, Jul 09 (PTI):

Stating that steel plays a
major role in the country’s
economy, newly-appointed
Union Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Friday said India’s steel
production will double
from the current 120 mil-
lion tonnes to 240 million
tonnes in the next eight
years.

“In any country’s eco-
nomic development, steel
makes an important con-
tribution. Today India is
the second largest produc-
er of steel in the world
with 120 MT production. I
am confident that the tar-
get that we have set to dou-
ble it to 240 MT in next
eight years will be done,”
Scindia told reporters
here, 24 hours after taking

additional charge as the
steel minister.

“I have taken charge of
the steel ministry yester-
day only and I am not the
one who starts lecturing
without understanding
the sector. I will take some
time to understand the
ministry and the sector,”
Scindia added, while ex-
pressing gratitude to-

wards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
leaders for reposing faith
in him.

The middle and small
scale industries also play a
major role in the steel sec-
tor, accounting for nearly
50-52 per cent production
through their nearly 3,000
units, he said. “I will en-
sure that the production of

steel in the country will
enhance by taking medi-
um and small industries
along with the large
units,” he said.

Scindia said steel plays a
major role in industries
like construction and au-
tomobiles.

When asked about his
plans for the sector,
Scindia said he will not
comment until he discuss-
es the matter with subject
experts to understand the
industry.

“I don’t believe in mak-
ing comments but on solid
work. So far, only 24 hours
are over of my taking over
the charge and I am not
aware of everything. Give
me some time, as you have
given me when I became
the civil aviation minis-
ter,” he said.

India to double steel production 
in eight years to 240 MT: Scindia

Chennai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Organisations should
focus heavily on up-
skilling and re-skilling
their employees and hire
people for attitude more
than skills, noted industri-
alist and president of All
India Management
Association C K
Ranganathan said.

At the 20th Madras
Management Association
Award and Managerial
Excellence function held
here recently, he said the
changing consumer be-
haviour and adaption to
digitisation should be the
top priorities for organisa-
tions.

Ranganathan, chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of consumer goods
major CavinKare Ltd sug-

gested, “organisations
must focus heavily on up-
skilling and re-skilling
their employees and hire
people for attitude, more
than skills.

Employees joining an
organisation must be fast
learners and agile in their

approach,” he said in a
press release.

Wabtec Corporation
senior vice president and
region leader Sujatha
Narayan said, “setting the
strategy, ensuring execu-
tional excellence and tak-
ing care of people are the

three pillars on which a
sound organisation should
be built.” The manage-
ment must build a good
team and leave the execu-
tion part to it, she said.

“In Wabtec, we have no
individual awards. We give
awards only to teams and
more so, for cross-func-
tional teams,” she said.

Murugappa Group com-
pany Carborundum
Universal Ltd (CUMI) and
TANFAC Industries
bagged the top honours
under the manufacturing
category, while NTECL
Ltd — a joint venture be-
tween National Thermal
Power Corporation Ltd
and Tamil Nadu
Generation and
Distribution Corporation
(TANGEDCO) won award
in the services category.

Organisations should focus on 
up-skilling employees: CK Ranganathan

Kolkata, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government on
Saturday introduced certi-
fication of authenticity for
jute products with the un-
veiling of “Jute Mark
India” logo by the Union
Textile Secretary U P
Singh. It is an initiative to
promote and protect Indian
jute products, Singh said.
“The Jute Mark India
(JMI) scheme will provide
the collective identity and
assurance on origin and
quality for traditional jute
and jute products. The JMI
would therefore be a hall-
mark of powerful creative
work that defines the jute
product with quality, dis-
tinguishes it from competi-
tion and connects it with
customers,” a National
Jute Board statement said.
The certification is expect-
ed to boost domestic mar-

ket and exports of jute
products from India. Each
Jute Mark label will con-
tain a unique QR code and
by scanning it, customers
can learn about the produc-
er. National Jute Board is
the nodal agency of the
Union textiles ministry, re-
sponsible for the promo-
tion of jute and jute prod-
ucts in India and abroad.

JMI was implemented
under an umbrella scheme
for development and pro-
motion of the jute sector
between FY’22 and FY’26
with a total financial out-
lay of Rs 485.58 crore by the
Centre. Exports of Jute
goods from India during
2020-21 were worth Rs 2740
crore (USD370 million) and
those of jute diversified
products were valued at Rs
1261 crore, constituting 46
per cent of the total value
of jute goods exports.

Govt launches Jute Mark logo
to promote Indian golden fibre

Trends presents
fashion sale 

Balod, Jul 09 : Trends ,
India’s largest fashion re-
tailer, known for its on-
trend, freshest styles and
high-on fashion is all set
to get India to fashion up
with the hottest fashion
sale – Trends Shopping
Festival. Trends is all
geared up to bring to its
customers the best of
fashion and brands True
to its name, the Trends
Shopping Festival is the
fashion’s biggest sale to
date with up to 50%  off
on the 10000 styles of
Men’s wear , Kids wear
and Women’s wear .
Leaving no stone un-
turned and giving the
most compelling reasons –
unheard offers with re-
duced prices, assured
gifts, rewards and points -
to customers across the
country, the Trends
Shopping festival  Sale  is
hard-to-miss .

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

India is ready to raise
thermal and coking coal
imports from Russia to 40
million tonnes tonnes by
2035, provided logistics
issues are fixed, a
Russian official said.

The statement assumes
significance as several
parts of India had wit-
nessed power outrages in
the wake of coal short-
ages in the summer
months of April and May.

“The volumes of sup-
plies to India have in-
creased. No more than 7
million tonnes used to be
delivered there. There ex-
ists an intergovernmen-
tal memorandum on cok-
ing coal, they are also in-
terested in thermal coal.

“With all transport is-

sues solved, India is
ready to purchase 40 mil-
lion tonnes by 2035,
which means a five-fold
increase,” Head of the
Russian Energy
Ministry’s Coal Industry
Department Petr Bobylev
said, according to
Russian news agency
TASS.

While thermal coal is
widely used as the princi-
ple means of generating
electricity, coking coal is
an essential input for
production of iron and
steel.

As per data provided
by the Central
Dispatching Department
of Fuel Energy Complex,
Russia exported 214.37
MT of coal last year.

Earlier, the Indian gov-
ernment had approved a

pact between India and
Russia regarding cooper-
ation on coking coal, a
key steel making raw ma-
terial, for which domes-
tic players remain de-
pendent on imports from
a select group of coun-
tries.

Around 85 per cent of
India’s coking coal de-
mand is met through im-
ports.

The cooperation with
Russia will help India re-
duce its dependence on
far-located countries like
Australia, South Africa,
Canada and the US for
sourcing of coking coal.
It will also reduce per-
tonne cost of steel pro-
duction, as Russia is geo-
graphically closer com-
pared to the said coun-
tries.

India may increase coal imports from
Russia to 40 MT by 2035: Russian official

ACROSS

1. Young sheep

5. Keyboard instrument

10. Bottle tops

14. Europe’s neighbor

15. Hollywood award

16. Not written

17. Writing utensils

18. Apache, e.g.

19. “____ Lisa”

20. Of sound mind

21. Tablets

22. Truckers’ vehicles

23. ____ Murphy of “Shrek”

25. Tack on

26. Had being

28. Set free

31. Keyboard wood

33. Certain connectors

38. Chorus voice

39. Fable writer

41. False god

42. Legible

44. Disparaging

45. Answering machine item

48. Media mogul ____ Turner

49. Soul

53. Math proportion

55. Surrendered

56. Bucket

58. Metric weight

61. Locale

62. Chest

63. Fishing string

64. Perjurer

65. Modify

66. Cereal grains

67. Building extensions

68. Sheriff’s group

69. Bullring cries

DOWN

1. Drinks like a dog

2. Between ports

3. Saint Paul’s state

4. Stationed

5. Savory pastry (2 wds.)

6. Tel Aviv’s locale

7. Tart

8. Catches

9. Crude mineral

10. Tailed celestial body

11. Fragrance

12. Sudden fright

13. Cut roughly

22. Pace

24. Waterless

25. Urgent abbr.

26. ____ and tear

27. Competent
29. Relieves
30. Hullabaloo
32. Indicate agreement
34. Soft metal
35. Opinion piece
36. Took a cab
37. Toboggan
39. Aid and ____
40. Overhead trains
43. In the center of
44. Fixed
46. Gets up
47. In abundance
49. Piano exercise
50. Risk
51. Utopian
52. Raises children
54. Ice house
56. Horseback game
57. Fine ____
59. Poker term
60. Untidy condition
62. Hit lightly
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Something is happening nearby, Aquarius,

and you want to participate. You could feel

like you have one foot in this world and one

in another. The floodgates of intense com-

munication could open between you and a

close friend or love partner. A tight spiritu-

al bond exists between you, and you’ll real-

ly feel the effects of it now. It will almost be

like you can read each other’s minds!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a great day to develop any latent
talents you’ve wanted to explore, Pisces,
particularly those involving the arts. You
might want to try working with friends
who have the same talent. This could not
only lead to some good advice but also
bring you two closer. However, this isn’t a
good day to deal with practical paperwork,
so let that sort of thing go for a little while.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might feel especially artistic,
particularly regarding the visual arts. A lot
of exalted ideas could come your way,
Aries, perhaps inspired by the masters of
the past. This is a great day to pay atten-
tion to music and art. Friends who share
your interest might want to explore these
things with you, if possible. Take time to
write down your thoughts since you’ll
want to remember them. Enjoy!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’re a deep thinker by nature, Taurus, and
today your mind may not be in this world.
Books on psychology and metaphysics could
be appealing. Churches, meditation centers,
and other places with a spiritual orientation
could seem especially attractive. You might
attend a program or workshop there, if pos-
sible, but mostly you’ll just want to be alone
with your thoughts. Write down any insights,
as you’ll want to remember them later.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Events taking place at churches, meditation

centers, and other places with a spiritual ori-

entation could draw you near, Gemini. You

might want to attend a service or program at

one of them, if possible. Don’t be surprised if

some profound insights come to you that shed

some light on a current situation you might be

dealing with. Write them down or you might

forget them later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It’s likely that the previous few days have

been especially hectic, Cancer. Today you’re

apt to entertain a few daydreams about get-

ting away from it all. Perhaps there’s another

field that you’ve wanted to pursue. You might

actually think seriously about it now. Don’t

make any plans until you’re back in the mate-

rial world. You might feel too fanciful to be

your usual practical self.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today your intellect is likely to be more
inclined than usual to explore fields that
seem a bit speculative. Ancient spiritual
rites, prehistory, or strange stories could
be on your mind, Leo. You might seek
books on these subjects. Usually you tend
to be skeptical about such things, but now
you want to learn about them. Hang onto
your logic and learn what you can! You’ll
enjoy yourself at the very least!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Some intense dreams could visit you tonight.
Keep a notebook and pen by your bedside,
Virgo. It’s important you remember them.
You’ll want to visualize every single detail. In
the morning, you might want to reflect on
their possible meaning. They could give rise to
new knowledge about yourself, a new spiritu-
al revelation, or artistic inspiration. Books
could be of particular assistance in under-
standing what your dreams are telling you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Events involving the arts or spiritual studies
could take place today. You might be put in
contact with new people who share your
interests. Love and romance could take on
a fairytale aura, Libra. You might view cur-
rent and potential love partners through
rose-colored glasses, seeing only their
endearing traits. This is fine, and you
should enjoy it as long as you don’t get
caught up in unrealistic expectations. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Daydreams about your future could take up a
lot of time today, Scorpio. Inspiration could
give a real boost to projects you’ve been
working on. These might involve artistic
endeavors or perhaps some sprucing up that
you want to do around the house and yard.
Working together, if possible, might bring
you closer to friends, family members, and
possibly a love partner. Conversations with
them could take an unexpected turn.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find yourself daydreaming about

faraway places, Sagittarius, perhaps toying

with the idea of taking a long vacation by air

to a place you’ve always wanted to visit in

the future. This isn’t a good day to make def-

inite plans. You aren’t likely to be inclined to

do that now anyway. Love matters may take

an unexpected turn, as a spiritual bond

seems to be forming between you and a

potential romantic partner.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might look around your house and

think of some new and exciting ways to

spruce it up a little, Capricorn. Perhaps

some new paint, wallpaper, or carpet, or

even a small art object could make a big

difference. You may want to try it. A

romantic partner could spend a lot of time

working on this with you and it might well

bring you closer together. Have fun!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Taapsee Pannu recalls 
how Rishi Kapoor called 

her a ‘veteran actor’

AA ctress Taapsee Pannu remembers late actor Rishi
Kapoor on the sets of 'Dance Deewane Juniors'. She

appeared on the show to promote her film 'Shabaash Mithu'.
Helmed by Srijit Mukherji, this movie is a biopic on former
Indian cricketer Mithali Raj where Taapsee will be seen essay-
ing the role of the cricketer. Taapsee shares her experience of
working with the late actor: "Rishi Kapoor ji was fun to be
around during work. Initially when I met him the first thing he
said was, 'what kind of name is this, Taapsee?'in jest". She
continues: "Rishi ji used to call me a veteran actor after know-
ing that I have done 10 South Indian films. During the 'Mulk'
shoot, we shared a great bond and had a good time working
together. I used to call him a bully bag." "I used to feel proud
listening to the compliments from him. Working with him and
getting compliments will always be one of my greatest
achievements. I will always flaunt the compliments that I got
from Rishi Ji and will remember them," Taapsee concludes.
The dance reality show, Dance Deewane Juniors, judged by
Neetu Kapoor, Nora Fatehi and Marzi Pestonji airs on Colors.

AA ctress Pooja Hegde shared the trailer of the Telugu original OTT series 'Maa Neella

Tank' on Friday. Maa Neella Tank, which marks the OTT debut of Tollywood actor

Sushanth, will be streaming on ZEE5. The eight-episode series, which also stars Priya

Anand, is a feel-good village dramedy. The series has been directed by Lakshmi Soujanya.

Commenting on the release, Manish Kalra, Chief Business Officer, ZEE5 India says that, "At

ZEE5, we are focused at delivering the best content for our viewers while working with

Telugu industry's foremost storytellers and are happy to present our next Telugu Original,

Maa Neella Tank. The series is based in a small town but is aspirational in nature and marks

Sushanth's OTT debut. We are confident that it will strike a chord with our viewers and with

more such stories, we hope to continue delivering extraordinary entertainment to ZEE5

audience around the world." The trailer opens with Sushanth's cop character laughing off

small-town problems. We then see that Sudarshan's character is threatening to die by sui-

cide if Surekha (Priya Anand) doesn't accept his proposal. A montage song lends a cine-

matic touch. Surekha shares a strained relationship with the male lead, something hinting

at depth in the love story. The male protagonist comes of age eventually, turning teary-eyed

over a lie he had uttered to the female lead. ZEE5 has been dishing out a wide variety of

content in various formats in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi, Gujarathi,

Bengali and other languages. The streaming giant has been streaming 'Roudram Ranam

Rudhiram' to a blockbuster response. On the web series front, ZEE5 has been spectacular.

After presenting the comedy-drama 'Oka Chinna Family Story' from Pink Elephant Pictures,

'Loser 2' from Annapurna Studios stable, 'Gaalivaana' from BBC Studios and NorthStar

Entertainment, it most recently came out with 'Recce'.

OO  nce embraced into the
soul, music evolves into

a type of eternal spirit.
Indeed, that's how the con-
testants of Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television'shomegrown kids
singing reality show
‘Superstar Singer 2’ are gear-
ing up for yet another week-
end of enchanting tunes,
incredible experiences, inspir-
ing tales, and surprises. This
Saturday, the show will be
seen celebrating the extraor-
dinary achievements of the
women in the field of sports
with a ‘Sports Women
Achiever Special’. Making the
event a grand affair will be the
‘Shabaash Mithu’ film’s lead
actor Taapsee Pannu and for-
mer Indian women’s cricket
team captain, Mithali Raj as
special guests. Along with
them, women achievers from
the field of sports like Rambai
(an 105 year old who set a
new record in a 100 metre
race), Shivani Charak, a can-
cer survivor who is India's top

sport climber and Khushi
Ganatra, a para athlete who
will be seen cheering for their
favourite contestant. Leaving
no stone unturned, the con-
testants a.k.a the ‘Best Bache
Ever’ will not only entertain
the special guests but will
leave everybody in awe with
their magical and impeccable
singing. A dhamakedar musi-
cal extravaganza you should-
n’t miss out on!

Superstar Singer 2’s very
own Justin Bieber, contestant
Mohd Faizal ong captain
Pawandeep Rajan will be seen
giving a heart touching per-
formance on the song ‘Ishq Di
Baajiyaan’ from one of
Taapsee’ s film ‘Soorma’.
Listening to their beautiful
rendition of this song will
bring joy to everyone present
there; Truly a dil ko choone
wali performance. Left

amazed by Mohd. Faiz’s per-
formance will be the
Shabaash Mittu’s lead actress,
Taapsee Pannu as she will be
left in awe of him. So much so,
that amidst the performance,
Taapsee Pannu will be seen
going on the stage to dance to
this song with Pawandeep and
Mohd. Faiz.

Complimenting Mohd Faiz’s
performance, Taapsee shares,
"This is one of my favourite

songs amongst my films that
touches my heart everytime I
listen to it. The fact that my
co-star Diljit did not just act in
the film but also sung this
song, and that makes it super
special for me. I have heard a
lot about Mohd. Faiz, he is this
viral kid who does whatever or
even if he sings anything its
goes viral. Mohammad Faiz
sang this song in the most
beautiful way. Thank you so
much for making this very
special for me. I just wish him
to grow, flourish and reach the
pinnacle of success. I strongly
have this feeling that I will see
him again in the near future
somewhere else. So on that
note, I want to recite few lines
for him - 'Main tenu phir
milangi; tere mathe di lakeer
banke tenu takhti rawangi;
Kithe, kis tarah, pata nahi,
Main tenu phir milangi !.'” 

TToo  wwiittnneessss  tthhiiss  bbeeaauuttiiffuull
mmoommeenntt,,  ttuunnee  iinnttoo  SSuuppeerrssttaarr
SSiinnggeerr  22  tthhiiss  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd
SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88  ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Mohd Faiz gives heart touching performance

AA ctress Mrunal
Thakur, who is mak-

ing her debut in south
Indian cinema through
Hanu Raghavapudi's 'Sita
Ramam' opposite Dulquer
Salmaan, says that work-
ing in the film has helped
her to start learning and
understanding a new lan-
guage. Mrunal, who does
not know Telugu or Tamil,
says it took her four to
five days to adapt to the
language on the sets.
Says Mrunal, "I recall this
one incident where the
team met in Hyderabad: I
come from a Marathi
background and Dulquer
speaks Malayalam, Hanu
sir speaks Telugu and
Brinda master speaks
Tamil. "So, we would con-
verse with each other in

our languages. And the
best part was that
despite this, we were
able to understand each
other. It was really fun.
Many times, Hanu Sir
would start explaining the
scene to me in Telugu and
I used to tell him to speak
in Hindi or English, but
this process is the best
thing that has ever hap-
pened as it helped me to
start learning and under-
standing a new lan-
guage."
Mrunal says that after the
first four-five days, lan-
guage was not a problem
and that it was all great.
"I told everyone on the
set to speak to me only in
Telugu so that I would
adapt sooner," she says
with a grin. Mrunal will

soon start dubbing for
the film.
Talking about her charac-
ter Sita in the film,
Mrunal says, "This is the
character which everyone
will see me play for the
first time on the big
screen. The character is
different, she is hopeless-
ly romantic and falls
madly in love with Ram. I
am sure this character
would remind the audi-
ences of their special
someone, especially
those who have had an
eventful love story. These
days people don't write
letters to their loved ones
but this film will show-
case the traditional love
story that Sita Mahalaxmi
and Ram had for each
other."

Pooja Hegde
unveils 

trailer of Telugu 

OTT original 

'Maa Neella 

Tank'

T his week, characters of &TV
shows Baal Shiv, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will be
seen taking advantage of the situation
and doing gimmicks. About &TV's
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, Angoori Bhabi
shares, “Angoori (Shubhangi Atre) is
immersed in Maa Sherawali's bhajan,
and Saxena (Saanand Verma) is fasci-
nated by Bhabi Maa's devotion, telling
her that there is a tigress inside her and
she needs a tiger. At the same time,
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh) also comes, and
Angoori tells him about her love for
tigers. Vibhuti, taking the chance, lies

about him being a cursed tiger. He tells
a fake story of him shooting a tiger dur-
ing a jungle safari, and that the tigress
curses him, and since then he has been
living with this curse. Later, he also
dresses up as a tiger, and Angoori be-
lieves him. Everyone in Kanpur is terri-
fied of this cursed tiger except Angoori
and Anita. How will Vibhuti's truth be
revealed?”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to Friday only
on &TV! 

&TV 
characters

practice 
gimmicks

Working on 'Sita Ramam' helped me 
understand a new language: Mrunal Thakur
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Galle, Sri Lanka, Jul 09 (AP):

A record 152-run stand
for the second wicket be-
tween captain Dimuth
Karunaratne and Kusal
Mendis helped Sri Lanka
fight back in the second
test against Australia as
the hosts finished day two
on 184 for two on Saturday,
trailing by 180 runs.

After a batting collapse
and 10-wicket loss in the
first test, Sri Lanka needed
to show resolve on a track
notorious for spin domina-
tion. Karunaratne and
Mendis laid the founda-
tion for a competitive total
after opener Pathum
Nissanka (6) departed
cheaply having been spec-
tacularly caught by
Cameron Green at gully
off Mitchell Starc.

The sweep shot had
proved to be Sri Lanka’s
downfall in the first test
and on Saturday sweeps
were few as the two bats-
men banked on their
strengths. Karunaratne
drove the spinners well
and was often on the front
foot during his knock of 86
that produced 10 bound-
aries. He reached his 30th
test fifty by stepping out to
leg-spinner Mitchell
Swepson and smashing
him for the mid-wicket
boundary. The partner-
ship was broken when the
left-hander attempted to
play Swepson across and
was plumb in front. The

152-run stand is a record
for Sri Lanka for the sec-
ond wicket against
Australia improving on
the 143-run partnership
between Kumar
Sangakkara and Marvan
Atapattu in 2007 in Hobart.

Mendis was more com-
fortable against pace
pulling and flicking with
confidence as he reached
his 14th test half-century.
He was unbeaten on 84
having faced 152 deliveries
and hit nine fours. Angelo
Mathews was not out on 6.
He had to withdraw from
the first test after testing
positive for COVID-
19.Steve Smith and
Marnus Labuschagne had
hit hundreds in
Australia’s first innings to
help them to 364 all out.
The overnight pair of
Smith and Alex Carey
added 77 runs for the sixth
wicket but there was not
much resistance from rest
of the batters.Australia re-
sumed from 298 for five
and Sri Lanka’s spinners
did well to claim the last
five wickets for 66 runs as
left-arm spinner Prabath
Jayasuriya claimed six for
118. He became the sixth
Sri Lankan to take five
wickets or more in an in-
nings on debut.Jayasuriya
was a late a replacement
in the Sri Lankan side
after it was forced to bring
in additions with several
players testing positive for
COVID-19..

Sri Lanka fights back in
2nd test against Australia

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis (L) and Angelo
Mathews walk back to the pavilion at the end of
the second day of the second cricket Test match
between Sri Lanka and Australia at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 9.

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy’s rampaging run
at the Malaysia Masters
Super 500 tournament hit
a roadblock as he slipped
to a narrow three-game
loss against Hong Kong’s
NG Ka Long Angus in a
mistake-filled men’s sin-
gles semifinal here on
Saturday.

It was heartbreak once
again in the semifinals for
the Indian as he squan-
dered a one-game advan-
tage to go down 21-17 9-21
17-21 against NG Ka Long
after battling for an hour
and four minutes at the

Axiata Arena here.
Heading into the match

with a 4-4 career record,
Prannoy, who had defeated
Ng Ka Long in the last
three meetings, picked the
good side after winning
the toss.

It seemed to come back
to haunt him as he looked
in firm control in the first
game but struggled with
his length and drowned in
a pool of unforced errors
after changing ends.

After a nervy start in
the opening game,
Prannoy marched ahead
to a 5-3 lead with two ex-
quisite cross court jump
smashes.

The Indian didn’t try to
play at a breathtaking
pace but rather focussed
on constructing the rallies
and punishing the weak
returns with a pitch-per-
fect placement. He had a
four-point cushion at the
break.

Ng Ka Long tried to use
his smashes to gather
points but he was guilty of
missing some easy
chances as Prannoy main-
tained his four-point lead
till 17-13.

Prannoy then gave two
points away with a couple
of miscued shots before
prevailing in a parallel ex-
change and soon grabbed

four game point opportu-
nities. He missed the first
one before closing out the
opening game with anoth-
er perfect placement at the
baseline.

However, after the
change of sides, Prannoy
struggled to control the
shuttle in drifty conditions
while Ng Ka Long showed
better execution to keep a
firm grip on the rallies.
The result was a six-point
advantage at the mid-
game interval.With errors
piling up, Prannoy soon
fell far behind and the
Indian decided to let go of
the second game to save
his energy for the decider.

Prannoy loses in Malaysia Masters
semis, India’s campaign over

Birmingham, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star England batter
Jonny Bairstow has credit-
ed his sensational run of
form in the past five Test
innings, including the two
against India, to freedom
from COVID-19 protocols
and role clarity under new
head coach Brendon
McCullum.

Bairstow struck 106 and
114 not out to play a major
role in England’s seven
wicket win over India in
the rescheduled fifth Test
which the hosts won here
on Tuesday. Before that, he
scored 1, 16, 8, 136, 162, 71
not out in the three-match
Test series against New
Zealand which England
won 3-0.

“It’s the freedom we
have now. We’re not in
hotel rooms, bubbles, hav-
ing to do Covid tests every-
day and we can do normal
things like go to the shop,
go for a beer, see your
friends and family,”
Bairstow told the
Tailenders podcast.

“All of those things ac-
cumulate together and ob-
viously the excitement of

working with Baz
(McCullum) and the clari-
ty he gave everyone.”

England’s four succes-
sive Test victories recently
have come playing aggres-
sive cricket under New
Zealander McCullum.

Bairstow missed the be-
ginning of the county sea-
son this summer as he was
playing in the Indian
Premier League. But
McCullum told him that
would not affect his place
in the Test team.

“Before we played New

Zealand, there was chat
about going to the IPL and
not playing county cricket
but Baz phoned me, said I
was batting five in the
Tests, to get my head
around it and crack on,”
Bairstow said.

“Baz also spoke to me a
bit about imposing myself
on the game - nothing tech-
nical. That can be tricky in
red-ball cricket because
you don’t want to look like
you’re slogging.

“I had two nets before
the first game so finding

the balance was interest-
ing. I played a shot-a-ball
at Lord’s (scoring one and
16) which didn’t go down
too well and then found
the balance better at Trent
Bridge (scoring 136).”

Veteran England fast
bowler James Anderson
said Bairstow was in-
spired to score his first-in-
nings century against
India after being sledged
by Virat Kohli.

“Jonny was 80 not out
and Virat had been going
at him and sledging him a
lot,” said Anderson.

“I don’t know if you saw
the strike-rate difference?
His strike-rate was about
20 before Virat started
sledging him and about
150 after.”

During the morning ses-
sion of the third day of the
fifth Test on Sunday, Kohli
had something to say to
Bairstow about his ‘play
and miss’ game but the
England batter wasn’t
someone to take it lightly.

The duo had a heated
verbal exchange and at
one point, the umpires had
to intervene to cool down
tempers.

Bairstow credits impressive run of form to role clarity under McCullum

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Former India captain
Kapil Dev feels if a bowler
of Ravichandran
Ashwin’s calibre with
nearly 450 Test wickets
can be dropped from the
Test team’s playing eleven
then Virat Kohli too is no
longer indispensable in
T20Is after his prolonged
bad patch.

Kohli hasn’t been
among big runs for nearly
three years now and the
World Cup winning all-
rounder feels that Indian
team management will be
doing disservice if in-form
players aren’t given
enough opportunities to
showcase their skills.

“Yes, now the situation
is such that you might be
forced to bench Kohli from
T20 playing eleven. If
world No. 2 bowler
Ashwin can be dropped
from Test side then (once
upon a time) world No. 1
batter can also be
dropped,” Kapil told ABP
News.

Kapil had no hesitation
in saying that Kohli is cur-
rently looking like a shad-
ow of his old self.

“Virat is not batting at a
level which we have seen
him do over the years. He
has made a name because
of his performances but if
he isn’t performing, then
you can’t keep the per-
forming youngsters out of
the team,” said the leg-
endary cricketer.

He would like to see a
healthy competition for
places in the side with
youngsters posing chal-
lenge for star players.

“I want competition for
places in team in a positive
sense that these young-
sters should try and out-
perform Virat,” he said.

Kapil feels that if Kohli
is “rested” for the West
Indies T20I, it would
rather be considered as
“dropped”.

“You can call it rest and
someone else will call it
dropped. Every person
will have his own view.
Obviously, if selectors
don’t pick him (Kohli),
then it could be because a
big player isn’t perform-
ing,” he observed.

If Ashwin can be dropped from Test, why
can’t Virat be dropped from T20Is: Kapil Dev

Chennai, Jul 09:

All-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja has removed all
posts related to CSK’s 2021
and 2022 seasons from his
social media account - an
indication that all is not
well between the all-
rounder and the Indian
Premier League (IPL)
franchise.

However, an official
from CSK tried to clear the
air about the rift rumours
and said, ‘See, this is a per-
sonal call by him. We are
not aware of such kinds of
incidents from our side.
All OK. Nothing is wrong.’

There have been some
reports that claimed that
the all-rounder didn’t wish
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
this year on his birthday
on social media accounts,
which he used to do till
last year.

Jadeja was named the
captain of the CSK earlier
this year after MS Dhoni
relinquished his captaincy
ahead of the IPL 2022 sea-
son. However, the all-

rounder stepped down
halfway through the 2022
season as it was impacting
his individual perform-
ance.

Dhoni took back charge
of the team and Jadeja
was later ruled out of the
IPL with a rib injury, be-
fore returning on the
England tour. Slightly over
two months ago, the all-
rounder ended a forget-
table IPL season with the
Chennai franchise.

Despite having a bad
2022 IPL season, Jadeja
was brilliant in his come-
back match against
England.

He smashed a ton at
Edgbaston in the resched-
uled fifth Test which was
played between July 1 and
July 5.

All is well, says CSK amid
rift rumours with Jadeja

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star Indian wrestler
Bajrang Punia has re-
ceived his UK visa for the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games, which will allow
him leave for the United
States for a training stint
there ahead of the
Birmingham CWG, the
Sports Authority of India
(SAI) said on Saturday.

Since, he will go for the
CWG directly from his
training base in the United
States, it would have been
difficult for Bajrang to
complete the UK visa for-
malities later. Now that he
has got his UK visa,
Bajrang can train in the
US without any anxiety.

The 28-year-old Tokyo
Olympics bronze medallist
was supposed to travel to
the Michigan University
in the US last month for
training ahead of the
Birmingham CWG but
was forced to stay back in
India due to a delay in get-
ting his UK visa. “The

Sports Ministry, through
the Ministry of External
Affairs, got in touch with
the British High
Commission to seek the
UK Visa for Bajrang,
which has now been ob-
tained,” a SAI media re-

lease said.
The CWG will be held in

Birmingham from July 28
to August 8.

On several occasions,
the MEA has helped the
Sports Ministry in obtain-
ing visa of athletes travel-
ling abroad for competi-
tion and training ahead of
the CWG. Bajrang, who
won gold in the 2018
Commonwealth Games,
and fellow wrestler
Deepak Punia will now
leave for US this weekend
from India. They will train
at the Michigan
University until July 30,
following which both will
leave for Birmingham.

The Sports Ministry’s
Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS) has facili-
tated the exposure trip.
The training stint in the
USA will be helpful for the
preparation of the CWG
and other upcoming major
competitions like the
Wrestling World
Championship, scheduled
in September in Belgrade.

Bajrang Punia obtains UK visa, will
travel to US for training ahead of CWG

London, Jul 09:

A fortnight ago few peo-
ple would have predicted
that Australian maverick
Nick Kyrgios would be the
man standing between
Novak Djokovic and a
fourth successive
Wimbledon title. Djokovic
himself, however, is not
surprised that it will be
Kyrgios standing over the
other side of the net on
Sunday. The Serbian top
seed booked his eighth

Wimbledon final by coming
from a set down against
Britain’s Cameron Norrie
on Friday while unseeded
Kyrgios benefitted from a
walkover after Spanish 22-
time Grand Slam champi-
on Rafael Nadal withdrew
injured. Djokovic has only
faced Kyrgios twice in his
career, losing twice to him
in 2017, so while he will be
favourite to claim a seventh
Wimbledon crown, he
knows exactly how danger-
ous the unpredictable
world number 40 Kyrgios
can be. “In a way it’s a sur-
prise because his ranking.
So maybe not too many peo-
ple are giving him big
chances to reach the fi-
nals,” Djokovic told re-
porters after beating
Norrie in four sets to ex-
tend his winning sequence
at Wimbledon to 27 match-
es. “But I think between us
players, we always know
how dangerous he is, on
grass particularly, because
of his game, because of his
attitude on the court being
so confident, just going for
it, being a very complete
player.

Djokovic not surprised
Kyrgios is in Wimbledon final

Chennai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Reigning Asian champi-
on Vishwanath Suresh and
Rohit Chamoli extended
their impressive run to
enter the men’s quarterfi-
nals by registering emphat-
ic wins at the Youth
National Boxing
Championships here.
While Vishwanath, repre-
senting Services Sports
Control Board (SSCB),
thrashed Chandigarh’s
Sushant Kapoor by 5-0 in
the 48kg category, 2021
Asian junior champion
Rohit of Chandigarh out-
punched Bhupendra
Kumar of Uttar Pradesh by
similar margin in the 51 kg
last-16 contest. Jadumani
Mandengbam (51kg) was
the other SSCB boxer to
progress into the men’s
quarterfinals. He beat
Manipur’s Edipak
Laishram Singh by unani-
mous decision. For
Chandigarh, besides Rohit,
Parineeta Sheoran also ad-

vanced to the last-8 stage
from women’s section after
securing an easy 5-0 win
over Andhra Pradesh’s
Vyashnavi Nethala in the
48 kg category. Meanwhile,
six pugilists from
Maharashtra, including
four women, made their
way into the quarterfinals
on the third day of the
event. Aarya Bartakke
began the day for
Maharashtra with a
thrilling 3-2 win against
UP’s Anamika Yadav in an
intensely fought women’s
57 kg pre-quarterfinal.
Vaishnavi Waghmare
(60kg), Aditi Sharma (66kg)
and Sana Gonsalves (70kg),
on the other hand, claimed
comfortable wins. Aditi
beat Delhi’s Khushi
Sharma by 5-0 margin
while Vaishnavi and Sana
notched up wins by Referee
Stopping Contest (RSC) ver-
dict against Chhattisgarh’s
Garima Sharma and
Punjab’s Darshpreet Kaur
respectively.

FIH Women’s World Cup

Asian champion Vishwanath
Suresh, Rohit Chamoli
advance to quarters

NG Ka Long Angus
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People shop at a market on the eve of Eid-ul-Adha, in Srinagar, Saturday.

EID-UL-ADHA SHOPPING

Devotees participate in the Ulta Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, in Puri, Saturday. 
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Bengaluru, July 09 (PTI):

Asserting that India is
the most tolerant country
in the world, Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu
on Saturday said secular-
ism is safe in this country,
not because of any govern-
ment or party, but because
it is in the blood and veins
of every individual living
here.

He also stressed that the
basic primary education
must be in mother tongue.

“Ours is a great country,
fortunately India is again
on the move, world is now
recognising and respect-
ing India once again, no-
body can ignore us.
Though some people
might write here and there
small things, don’t worry
about it. Some people are
not able to digest India’s
progress, they are suffer-
ing from indigestion, we
cant help it,” Naidu said.

Addressing the plat-
inum jubilee celebrations
of Mount Carmel
Institutions here, he ac-
cused the western media
of carrying lots of nega-

tive stories about India,
forgetting the great
achievements being made
by the country and its peo-
ple in various fields.

Acknowledging that
there are certain chal-
lenges before the nation
like social inequality,
poverty, gender disparity,
which need to be ad-

dressed, the Vice
President said, India does-
n’t believe in colonial rule
or doesn’t want to impose
itself on other countries,
and has never attacked
any country in its long his-
tory.

“....India is the most tol-
erant country in the world,
one can take it for granted.

People discuss secularism,
secularism is safe, not be-
cause of this government
or that government, this
party or that party, secu-
larism is in the blood and
veins of every individual,
this has to be understood
by one and all.” In India
anybody can reach the top
posts of the nation, he
said.

“Show me any other
country where such equal
opportunities are given for
all sections. What are they,
some people, are trying to
teach us? See what is hap-
pening internally in those
countries, the so called ad-
vanced rich nations, I
don’t want to name any.”

There should be no
place for violence, Naidu
said adding that peace is
the prerequisite for
progress. Karnataka
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot, former Governor
of Rajasthan Margaret
Alva, who is also the alum-
ni of the institution and
Metropolitan Archbishop
of Bengaluru Peter
Machado were among
those present times.

‘Secularism safe in India’

Venkaiah Naidu

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

After the success of in-
ternational bestselling
title ‘Ikigai’, authors
Hector Garcia and
Francesc Miralles are
back with yet another
self-help book, “Shinrin
Yoku: The Rejuvenating
Practice of Forest
Bathing”. ‘Shinrin Yoku’,

which literally translates
as ‘forest bathing’, refers
to taking mindful walks
amidst nature to relieve
stress and realign our en-
ergies.

It was coined by the
Japanese Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries in 1982.

“‘Shinrin Yoku’, the
Japanese art of Forest
Bathing, is the most pow-
erful remedy that pro-
vides us (with) mother
nature to recover balance
and find inner peace and
inspiration for an active
and healthy life... In this
book, we’ll explain how
so many of the ailments
afflicting city dwellers
originate in our discon-
nect from nature,” wrote
the authors in the book.

The book, translated
from Spanish by Kymm
Coveney, offers tips “not
only on being fully pres-
ent and mindful while in
the forest, but also on
how to tap into that
mindfulness at home” —
even if home is the
busiest and most crowd-
ed of cities. According to
publishing house
Penguin Random House
India (PRHI), distribu-
tors of the book in the
Indian subcontinent, the
book has come out at a
“perfect time” and is
abundant with practical
ideas for self transforma-
tion.

“This book has come to
us at a perfect time. As a
country, we’ve been
struggling with stress

and fatigue. We hope our
readers will benefit from
the wisdom of this book
and attain their inner
calm,” Manoj Satti, vice-
president, International
product and marketing at
PRHI.

Garcia and Miralles
previous book “Ikigai:
The Japanese Secret to a
Long and Happy Life” is
an international best-
seller about how being
aware of one’s ikigai —
roughly meaning ‘reason
for being’ — will help
lead to a happier, more
purposeful and even
longer life.

The book, published by
Tuttle Publishing, is cur-
rently available for sales
across online and offline
stores.

Bestselling ‘Ikigai’ authors teaches 
art of forest bathing in new bookMumbai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Amid Eknath Shinde’s
rebellion, the BJP had
promised not to target
Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray and his
family, a spokesperson of
the rebel Sena faction
claimed here on Saturday.

BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya, who often ac-
cused the previous
Thackeray-led govern-
ment in Maharashtra of
corruption, told him that
he was unaware of this
“understanding,” rebel
Shiv Sena MLA Deepak
Kesarkar told reporters
here.

Kesarkar and some
other rebel MLAs had ear-
lier expressed disapproval
of Somaiya’s continue
tirade against Thackeray.
“When we (rebel Sena
MLAs) returned from

Guwahati and held a meet-
ing with BJP leaders, we
made it clear that we have
hurt the head of our fami-
ly (Thackeray), but we will
not allow any criticism
against him,” he said.

Devendra Fadnavis
agreed with this, and
when Somaiya continued

to attack Thackeray,
Fadnavis had a word with
him, Kesarkar said.

“Somaiya called me
today and said he wasn’t
aware of the understand-
ing reached between us
and Fadnavis,” he added.

Kesarkar further said
that in the last two-and-
half years (when the
Thackeray-led coalition
government was in
power), all Sena leaders,
MLAs and ordinary work-
ers protested against any-
one who levelled allega-
tions against the
Thackeray family.

On Friday, Thackeray
had alleged that the rebel
Sena legislators had kept
mum when the BJP was
levelling allegations
against him and his fami-
ly. “Like us, Fadnavis also
respects Uddhav-ji,”
Kesarkar said.

‘BJP assured us it won’t target Uddhav’

Deepak Kesarkar

Kolkata, Jul 09 (PTI): 

Sealdah, a major station
of the East West Metro
corridor, will be inaugu-
rated on July 11 for which
Union minister Smriti
Irani has been invited, an
official said here on
Saturday.

The commercial servic-
es between Sector V in Salt
Lake and Sealdah will
start from July 14, Metro
Railway spokesperson
Ekalabya Chakraborty
said.

The Metro authorities
are pinning hopes that the
extension of services up to
Sealdah will significantly
increase the number of
passengers in the partially
operational East West
Metro corridor, which is

suffering from low patron-
age.

“Sealdah station of East
West Metro will be inaugu-
rated on Monday and
Union minister Smriti
Irani has been invited to
inaugurate it,” he said.

Even if the Union min-
ister of women & child de-
velopment and minority

affairs is unable to make
time, the inauguration
will still be held on that
day, Chakraborty said.

The Metro station will
link suburban train serv-
ices to and from Sealdah,
one of the busiest termi-
nal railway stations in the
country, thus providing
connectivity to the passen-

gers travelling to Salt Lake
and Information
Technology hub at Sector
V there.

The East West Metro
section connecting
Howrah Maidan and Salt
Lake is partially opera-
tional at present with serv-
ices being operated be-
tween Sector V station and
Phoolbagan.

Out of the 16.6 km
length of East West Metro,
underground corridor
constitutes 10.8 km be-
tween Howrah and
Phoolbagan with the tun-
nel passing below the
Hooghly river. For the rest
of the route, trains will
travel on elevated tracks,
according to KMRC, the
executing agency of the
project.

EAST WEST METRO

Sealdah station to be inaugurated on Monday

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The BJP on Saturday
cited various past inci-
dents to allege the
Congress can join hands
with even terrorists to be
in power as it hit back at
the opposition party for
holding press conferences
across the country to cor-
ner the government over
the issue of terrorism.
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra noted the reported
remarks of the then
Union minister Salman
Khurshid that Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
was in tears on seeing the
pictures of the Batla
House encounter and the
party’s attack on the
Gujarat government
headed by then chief min-
ister Narendra Modi over

the police killing of sus-
pected terrorist Ishrat
Jahan. Some organisa-
tions had alleged that the
2008 Batla House en-
counter was fake and a
few Congress leaders had
joined the chorus for a
probe. Patra noted that
terror outfit LeT had ad-
mitted that Jahan was as-
sociated with it but the

Congress call her “inno-
cent” and had gone after
the state government over
her encounter death. LeT
founder Hafiz Saeed had
even praised the
Congress as a good party,
he alleged.

“This is the track
record of the Congress,
and the same party now
dares to hold press confer-
ences at 22 places over the
issue of terrorism,” he
said.

Congress leaders have
said the nationwide
pressers aim at counter-
ing the BJP’s “fake na-
tionalism” and to take the
message to the grassroots
that the ruling party has
“connections” with indi-
viduals who have in-
dulged in heinous crimes
and terror acts.

‘Cong can even join hands with
terrorists to be in power’

Sambit Patra

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Among hundreds of
goats up for sale ahead of
Eid al-Adha in the famous
Meena Bazar here, three
stood out with price tags
bearing a six-figure sum.
Their owners claim that
the goats have inscribed
on their coats
Muhammad’ and Allah’-

the two most venerated
words in the Muslim com-
munity. Adorned with an-
klets made of jasmine and
roses, and robed in expen-
sive cloth, the three goats
drew everyone’s attention
the moment they entered
the market. Two of them
are a year old each, and
the third one is two years
old. Guddu Khan, 35, the

proud owner of the older
goat, has priced it at Rs 30
lakh, even as he claims
that his goat is priceless.

“They are rare goats.
Nowhere to be seen. They
are priceless. These goats
have Muhammad’ and
Allah’ inscribed on them,”
Guddu, who has come
from Bulandshahr in
Uttar Pradesh, said.

The other two goats,
looking no less handsome,
belong to his brother and
nephew, who have fixed
their price at Rs 15 lakh
each.

Akhil Khan, Guddu’s
nephew, is getting married
on July 11, but that didn’t
stop him coming to the fa-
mous Old Delhi market
from over 100-km away
neighbouring town.

Eid: ‘Rare’ goats take high spot
in Old Delhi’s Meena Bazar

Sword-wielding
desperado sets

social media
aflutter

Araria, Jul 09 (PTI)
Students of a school in a
north Bihar district had
the shock of their life
when a bare-chested man,
menacingly wielding a
sword, pounced upon their
headmaster. The incident
took place earlier this
week in Jokihat police sta-
tion area of Araria district
and a video, shot by some
curious bystander, has
now gone viral on social
media. The police are now
trying to make sense of
the divergent versions it
has received from
Jehangir, the headmaster,
and the desperado named
Akbar, which makes the
matter more piquant.
Notably, Jehangir has re-
ceived no injuries and in
his complaint, he has ac-
cused Akbar of repeatedly
pointing the sword at him,
but not striking a blow.

“Jehangir has alleged
that Akbar lives close to
the school and he has been
in the habit of snatching
money from people, threat-
ening them with sharp-
edged objects. It has also
been alleged that Akbar
made Jehangir hand over
Rs 2,000 which he was car-
rying to purchase items
for meals to be prepared at
the school,” Jokihat SHO
Ghanshyam Kumar said
on Saturday.



Mulayam bereaved
LLuucckknnooww::  Samajwadi
Party (SP) founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
wife Sadhna Gupta passed
away at a private hospital
in Gurugram on Saturday
after a prolonged illness.  

Busted
SShhiilllloonngg:: Meghalaya DGP
L R Bishnoi on Saturday
said the state police have
busted an inter-state gold
smuggling racket and
arrested five persons. He
said the police have
seized more than 800 gm
gold and Rs 27 lakh cash
from the possession of
the five arrested persons.

Watery grave
JJhhaabbuuaa:: Two minor sisters
allegedly fell into a well
and drowned in a village
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Jhabua district, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place at
Parwalia village under
Kakanwani police station
limits on Friday, an
official said.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Sunday, July 10,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

PAGE 11

A buddhist monk wearing
masks performs Cham

dance at Sashur Monastery
near Keylong in Lahual and

Spiti district, Saturday. 

Colombo, Jul 09 (PTI):

Thousands of irate anti-
government protesters in
Sri Lanka on Saturday
stormed into embattled
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s official resi-
dence in central
Colombo’s high-security
Fort area after breaking
the barricades, as they de-
manded his resignation
over the island nation’s
worst economic crisis in
recent memory. At least 30
people, including two po-
licemen, were injured in

clashes between security
personnel and protesters
some of them holding Sri
Lankan flags and helmets -
who had gathered in large
numbers in the Fort area,
demanding President
Rajapaksa’s resignation.

Rajapaksa, who was fac-
ing calls for resignation
since March, was using
the President’s House as
his residence and office
since protesters came to
occupy the entrance to his
office early April.

According to sources,
the President had been
moved out of his residence
on Friday, in anticipation
of Saturday’s protests. His
whereabouts was un-
known as protesters have
now occupied both his of-
fice and official residence.

A group of his own par-
liamentarians have ad-
dressed a letter to him urg-
ing him to step down and
appoint a new Prime
Minister and an all-party
government.

According to a viral
video on social media, a
VIP motorcade has
reached the Colombo in-
ternational airport where
a SriLanka Airlines air-
craft was parked.

Amid the turmoil,
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe on
Saturday summoned an
emergency meeting of all
political parties and also
requested the speaker to
summon parliament, a
statement from his office
said. The anti-government
protests in April forced the
resignation of prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa,
the elder brother of
President Rajapaksa, in
May.

Protesters who climbed
the walls of the
President’s House are now
occupying it without dam-
aging any property or in-
dulging in acts of violence.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 09 (PTI):

A Maoist hideout at the
Odisha-Chhattisgarh bor-
der was busted following a
gunfight with the security
forces, police said on
Saturday. However, over 60
Maoists including some fe-
male cadres could manage
to flee the camp at
Patdhara Reserve Forest
in Boden police station
area of Nuapada district,
they said.

Acting on a tip-off about
the presence of Maoists,
the District Voluntary
Force (DVF), Special

Operation Group (SOG)
and CRPF raided the area
on Thursday, they said.

“Around 10.10 am on
Friday, 60-80 Maoists
opened fire, targetting the
forces,” a police officer
said.

Among the Maoists
present there were Murli
alias Sangram Reddy,
Debji, Jayaram alias
Chhalpati and Kartik alias
Dashru, he said.

The force stuck back,
but the Maoists could flee
into the forest after a gun-
fight that lasted for an
hour, he said.

Ranchi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
seized Rs 5.32 crore cash
after it conducted raids
at about 18 locations in
Jharkhand as part of a
money laundering in-
vestigation against
Pankaj Mishra, the po-
litical representative of
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, and those linked
to him, officials said
Saturday. The searches
were launched on
Friday in Sahibganj dis-
trict and its towns like
Berhait and Rajmahal
and the probe pertains
to alleged irregularities
in the award of toll
plaza tenders in the
state. The search teams
have seized Rs 5.32 crore
in cash from the premis-
es of a person and in-
criminating documents

from multiple locations,
officials said, adding
that raids at a few loca-

tions are continuing.
The money laundering
case stems from a state

police FIR and the ED is
also looking at purport-
ed links between alleged
illegal coal mining oper-
atives and those in-
volved in operations of
toll plaza tenders in
Jharkhand, official
sources had said.

The federal agency in
May raided IAS officer
Pooja Singhal, her busi-
nessman husband and
others as part of a
money laundering in-
vestigation against
them. The 2000-batch of-
ficer, who was holding
the charge of
Jharkhand mining sec-
retary, was suspended
by the state government
following her arrest by
the ED. A charge sheet
was filed against her
and others by the
agency before a special
PMLA court in Ranchi
early this week.

ED seizes Rs 5.32-cr cash after raids against J’ khand CM’s aide

Cash seized by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) dur-
ing raids as part of a money laundering investigation
against Pankaj Mishra, the political representative of
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren, and those
linked to him, in Sahibganj district, Saturday.

Maoist hideout busted 
At Odisha-Chh’garh border

SRI LANKA CRISIS

Protesters storm Lanka
Prez’s home, swim in his pool

Protesters gather inside the premises of Sri Lankan
presidents official residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
Saturday.

PM Wickremesinghe resigns 
Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe resigned
Saturday, hours after thousands of protesters broke through
barricades and entered President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s resi-
dence in Colombo to vent their fury against a leader they hold
responsible for the nation’s worst economic crisis. The Prime
Minister’s Media Division said that Wickremesinghe will resign
after an all-party government is established and the majority
is secured in Parliament. His office said that Wickremesinghe
will continue as Prime Minister until then.
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AIIMS-R imparts Dialysis training to Doctors from 14 Districts Hospitals

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0099::  To provide Dialysis
training to the state’s medical pro-
fessionals, the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur has con-
ducted a three-day Dialysis Training
program for Doctors of
Chhattisgarh’. The program will give
the much-needed impetus to the
state health department as District
Hospital needs more professionals
for dialysis as kidney-related cases

are rising.
Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar,

Director, praised the Department of
Nephrology for an innovative train-
ing program. ‘AIIMS’s foremost pri-
ority is the capacity augmentation of
the state health department. He said
that such training programs could
help to provide advanced treatment
facilities at the district level, thus
less burden on super-specialty hos-

pitals. Padma Awardee Prof.
Vivekanand Jha praised the contin-
ued improvement in state health
infrastructure and encouraged spe-
cialists to provide much-needed
patient support. Dr. Urya Nag,
Supervisor, Health System, WHO,
and Dr. Surendra Pamboi, Joint
Director, NHM, also discussed man-
aging the dialysis unit at the district
level. Program Coordinator and HoD,
Nephrology Dept. Dr. Vinay Rathod
said that three days training pro-
gram from 07 to 09 July witnessed
intense theoretical and practical
training on diverse dialysis topics,
including basics and complications

of hemodialysis, record keeping,
infection control, inter-institutional
and inter-departmental coordina-
tion, RO plant and its maintenance.
Expert lectures include Dr. Sourabh
Nayak (AIIMS Bhatinda), Dr. Varun
Agrawal (DKS), Dr. Avinash Tiwari,
Dr. Vinay Kumar AV, Dr. Dola
Jashwant Kumar, Dr. Rohit Bagde,
Dr. Anees.

According to Dr. Rathod, the
department has conducted around
3300 dialyzes until June this year.
The training program under Pradhan
Mantri Dialysis Program will ensure
expert dialysis facilities at 14 district
hospitals across the state.

Dilapidated hostel-ashram and
school buildings in tribal areas be
repaired on priority basis: Baghel

Raipur, Jul 09: A meeting
of the Chhattisgarh Tribes
Advisory Council was held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here today. The Chief
Minister directed to get the
work of repairing the di-
lapidated hostel-ashram
and school building of trib-
al areas done on priority
basis.

He instructed to carry
out repair and mainte-
nance works in buildings
of schools, ashrams and
hostels that have been
started after a gap of two
years due to COVID pan-
demic. The Chief Minister
also directed to construct
hostels for the children
studying in Swami
Atmanand English medi-
um schools being run in
tribal areas. He also in-
structed to rationalize the
teachers on the basis of the
number of children regis-
tered in the schools.

The Chief Minister told
the officials to send propos-
al to the central govern-
ment after studing the diffi-
culties being faced in is-
suance of caste certificates
by organising camps of
Chhattisgarh State Tribal

Research and Training
Institute (TRI) in the tribal
areas. Proposal presented
in relation to the imple-
mentation of the
Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Upabandh (Extension of
Scheduled Areas) Act-1996
(PESA Act) was unani-
mously approved in the
meeting. The report on the
administration of sched-
uled areas for the year 2020-
21 which is to be sent to the
Governor was also ap-
proved in the meeting.

Implementation of con-
stitutional provisions for
educational and social eco-
nomic promotion of sched-
uled tribes, details of
major schemes, various de-
velopments implemented
by  departments in sched-
uled areas, demographic
information of specially
vulnerable tribes of the
state, status of administra-
tive units and development
works, scheduled tribes
and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act 2006 and
Rules 2007 as amended,
the implementation of
Rules 2012 is mentioned
in the report 2020-21 to be
sent to Governor.

The officials informed
that in compliance of the
decision taken in the ear-
lier meeting of the Tribal
Advisory Council, the
survey work of 19 villages
of Narayanpur district

has been completed and the
work of survey of two vil-
lages is under process. It
was also informed in the
meeting that till March
2022, 4 lakh 46 thousand 41
individual forest rights pa-
pers, 45 thousand 764 com-
munity forest rights, 3
thousand 516 community
forest resource rights let-
ters have been distributed.
In this way a total of 4 lakh
95 thousand 455 forest
rights letters have been dis-
tributed. According to the
announcement of Chief
Minister Baghel, district
wise list has been issued by
the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department regarding the
appointment of 9623 edu-
cated youth of specially
weaker tribal group in gov-
ernment service. The meet-
ing was attended by sched-
uled tribe development
minister Dr Premsai Singh,
food minister Amarjit

Bhagat, tribal advisory
council vice president
Rampukar Singh, Lok
Sabha MP Deepak Baik, as-
sembly deputy speaker
Manoj Mandavi, parlia-
mentary secretary
Shishupal Sori, and council
members Laxmi Dhruv,
Mohan Markam,
Chakradhar Singh,
Indrashah Mandavi, Mohit
Ram, Gulab Kamro, former
MLA Bodhram Kanwar,
chief secretary Amitabh
Jain, additional chief sec-
retary Subrat Sahoo, sched-
uled tribe development and
welfare department secre-
tary DD Singh, panchayat
and rural development sec-
retary Prasanna R, energy
department secretary
Ankit Anand, secretary
school education Dr S
Bhartidasan, commission-
er scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe develop-
ment department Shammi
Abidi.

Congress leader Khera accuses 
BJP of links with terror accused

Raipur, Jul 09: Congress
on Saturday accused the
BJP of having links with
terrorists and said the saf-
fron party was playing a
“disgusting game” under
the garb of nationalism.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera spoke to reporters
here as part of the party’s
plan to hold press confer-
ences across the country
over the issue. The BJP
has denied these allega-
tions.

The Congress party has
never favoured doing poli-
tics on the issue of terror-
ism. But the way the links
of terrorists and criminals
with the BJP are coming
to light one after another,
it has become necessary to
ask questions and put
facts before people. In the
garb of nationalism, the
BJP is playing a disgust-
ing game to hollow out the
country,” said Khera, head
of the Congress’ media de-
partment.

The brutal killing of tai-

lor Kanhaiya Lal in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur was a
“terrorist incident”, he
said, alleging that Riyaz
Attari, one of the main ac-
cused, was a BJP member
since 2019.

“In Jammu and
Kashmir, villager appre-
hended two terrorists who
were planning to attack
Amarnath Yatra. One of
them is Talib Hussain
Shah who was an office-
bearer of the BJP’s minor-
ity cell in Jammu and
Kashmir. Even Irfan
Khan, alleged mastermind
of chemist Umesh Kolhe’s
murder in Maharashtra’s
Amravati, had cam-
paigned for Independent
MP Navneet Rana whose
links with the BJP are bet-
ter known to the media
than to me, Khera alleged.

Rana earlier this week
denied that she or her hus-
band and MLA Ravi Rana
had any connection with
the main accused in the
Kolhe murder. Khera also
cited other examples of
terror accused who al-
legedly had connections
with the BJP.

The BJP was trying to
divert peoples’ attention
from critical issues like
unemployment, price rise
and mismanagement of
the economy, he said,
adding that the saffron

party wanted to create an
atmosphere of hatred and
seek votes by claiming to
be the ‘thekedar’ (custodi-
an) of one particular reli-
gion.

Asked about the use of
the term “Hindu terror-
ism”, Khera claimed that
a former bureaucrat in
the home ministry who
later joined the BJP was
the first one to use it.

“Congress leadership
does not favour this term.
A terrorist is a terrorist.
Terrorism has no colour
or religion. Be it
Nathuram Godse, Riyaz
Attari or Talib Husaain
Shah, a terrorist is just a

terrorist, he added.
Refuting Congress’s al-

legations, Chhattisgarh
BJP spokesperson
Gaurishankar Srivas said
it should first look at the
actions of its own leaders.

Congress should first
ask (party president)
Sonia Gandhi why tears
were shed after the Batla
House encounter inci-
dent....Who offered
biryani to (Mumbai at-
tack convict) Ajmal
Kasab? Those who call
stone-pelters their broth-
ers should be ashamed
while questioning the
BJP on nationalism,”
Srivas said.

‘Congress patronising terrorism

by creating confusion’
Sunil Soni hits back at Pawan Khera

Raipur, Jul 09: While Congress is linking BJP with
terrorism, yet BJP is observing Chhattisgarh Bandh
in protest against terror incidents, said BJP MP Sunil
Soni in his counter-attack on Congress leader Pawan
Khera for his allegation of BJP link with terrorism.

‘We have already been insisting upon hanging ter-
rorists, but the Congress is doing the work of patron-
izing terrorism by spreading confusion and ignoring
our demands’, said Soni, adding that this misleading
policy of Congress is going to vitiate atmosphere in
the country. Pawan Khera gave irresponsible state-
ment, Soni said, adding that such incidents are taking
place more in Congress ruled states.

Instructions for
construction of hos-
tels for children
studying in Swami
Atmanand English
medium schools in
tribal areas

Rationalization of
teachers to be done
according to
strength of children

Tribal Advisory
Council meeting
held under chair-
manship of Chief
Minister

Raipur/Bilaspur, Jul
09: Chairman and
CEO Railway Board V
K Tripathi reached
Raipur by Friday
evening flight. Soon

after reaching Raipur
he left for Jharsuguda
in the night by
Inspection Special
Train. He was received
by GM SECR Alok

Kumar and other high-
er officials.

Tripathi inspected
Jharsuguda station on
Saturday morning and
thereafter inspected
Mahanadi Coal siding
at Brajrajnagar. After
inspecting Mahanadi
Coal siding, Chairman
inspected Ib Valley
Coal siding and other
coal sidings through
window trailing. In
course of his inspect-
ing Mahanadi Coal sid-
ing he talked to MCL
officials in connection
with loading. He also
gave necessary in-
structions to SECR GM
and other officials.
Chairman will also
conduct inspection of
SECR on Sunday.

Chairman Railway Board visits SECR 

Raipur, Jul 09: As part of
the Amrit Mahotsav cele-
brations on the 75th year
of independence as a pub-
lic festival with the spirit

of public participation, a
plantation event to initiate
one more step towards the
planned Oxy zone was
orgnised under the aegis

of Jindal steel and power
limited (JSP) Raipur, at
the venue Adjacent to
Shakti Vihar phase-02.
More than 100 employees
from different depart-
ments of JSPL were pres-
ent to be a part of the tree
plantation

The concluding day of
the celebration will take
place on Sunday with the
last event for this occa-
sion, Walkathon, at 7 am
near Marine Drive Raipur.

Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board will be the chief
guest in this program.
On this occasion, the
company has requested
all the eager participants
to make the competitive
opportunity meaningful
by giving their best re-
gards to making the
above objective worth-
while.

Plantation event held at Oxy Zone

JSPL to organise
Walkathon on

Sunday morning

NIT to hold i-Talk
session on innovative

start-ups
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0099:: Innovation Cell
and Entrepreneurship Cell of
National Institute of
Technology  Raipur are
organising an i -Talk session
on innovative startups with
Data Analysis and AI on 11th
July in hybrid mode. The
event will serve as an excel-
lent platform for
technophiles to nurture their
young minds towards accel-
erated research and innova-
tion. The orator of the event
will be a machine learning
and artificial intelligence
expert Ankit Sirmorya, an ML
Engineering Manager at
Amazon. He graduated from
NIT Raipur (2008-2012) with a
Bachelor’s degree in
Computer Science &
Engineering, thereafter, com-
pleted MS in Machine
Learning from the University
of Florida (2014-2015).  
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New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government has
proposed a new bill which
for the first time seeks to
regulate e-pharmacies and
medical devices and pro-
vides for penalties includ-
ing imprisonment for fail-
ing to pay compensation
for injury or death during
clinical trials for both
drugs and medical de-
vices.

Also, for the first time,
regulations for conduct of
clinical trials for new
drugs and medical devices

have been brought under
the draft New Drugs,
Medical Devices and
Cosmetics Bill, 2022 which
seeks to replace the exist-
ing Drugs and Cosmetics
Act of 1940.

Currently, conduct of
clinical trials for new
drugs and medical devices
and the provisions for
compensation for injury
or death on account of par-
ticipation in clinical trials,
medical management of
the trial participants and
regulation of ethics com-
mittee etc are regulated

under the New Drugs and
Clinical Trials Rules, 2019.
Also, medical devices are
treated as drugs and there
is no separate definition of
them. The draft bill has a
separate chapter for
AYUSH drugs which pro-
poses to regulate Sowa
Rigpa and Homeopathy for
the first time.

The existing act regu-
lates Ayurveda, Unani and
Siddha drugs and cosmet-
ics. The draft bill has been
put up in the Union health
ministry’s website and
suggestions, comments

and objections from the
public and stakeholders
have been sought within
45 days from the date of
issue of the notice (July 8).

The work of review and
updating of Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945 was
vigorously taken up from
2016.

“In light of recommen-
dations of the central gov-
ernment and the felt need
to have comprehensive leg-
islation, a committee was
constituted for framing
the New Drugs, Cosmetics
and Medical Devices Bill.

Coimbatore, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government has
come out with a policy to
encourage participation
of private companies in
space technology as part
of reforms in the field,
ISRO chief S Somanath
said on Saturday.

The government would
consult with industries
and startups to strength-
en the space eco systems
under the public- private
partnership in infra-
structre, remote-sensing
and development of new
technology, Somanath
told reporters on the
sidelines of 26th convoca-
tion of Karunya

University here.
With regard to
investment, he
said it would be
100 per cent for
Indian compa-
nies and 70 per
cent through
FDI with the ap-
proval of the
Centre. To a
question on the launch of
small satellite launch ve-
hicle (SSLV), Somanath
said it would happen by
this month-end or at the
beginning of August.
Asked about starting a
launchpad at
Kulasekharapatnam in
Tamil Nadu, he said the
State government has al-

lotted 2,000 acres
of land and after
developing the re-
quired infrastruc-
ture, it may be
ready by another
two years. On the
much awaited
Gaganyaan pro-
g r a m m e ,
Somanath said

the test and trials were
on for the project. “We
cannot just send a
human to space, but
should also ensure the
human comes back,” he
said. To another question
on the utility of ‘ag-
niveers’ in ISRO,
Somnath said it has al-
ready announced that

there were employment
opportunities for them.

Earlier, addressing the
university students,
Somanath said the need
of the hour is not just
specialists, but practi-
tioners who think be-
yond the boundaries,
recognising the inter-
linkages of the problems
to be solved.

The university
Chancellor Paul
Dinakararan conferred
Doctorate Degrees (hon-
oris causa) on Somanath
and professor Colin
Price, head of the
Environment Studies,
Tel Aviv University,
Israel.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

A day after the ED is-
sued a FEMA show-cause
notice of Rs 61.72 crore
against Amnesty India
and its former head
Aakar Patel, the agency
on Saturday said it has
filed a money-laundering
chargesheet against the
organisation and a few
other entities.

A prosecution com-
plaint has been filed be-
fore the court of
Principal City Civil and
Sessions Judge,
Bengaluru city against
Amnesty International
India Private Limited

(AIIPL), Indians for
Amnesty International
Trust (IAIT) and others.
The court has taken cong-
nisance of the
chargesheet filed under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
and issued summonses to
the accused, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.

The money-laundering
case was filed by the ED
after taking cognisance of
a CBI FIR against the ac-
cused, whom the latter
agency had booked for al-
leged violations of the
Foreign Contribution

(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
2010 and under section
120B (criminal conspira-
cy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

The ED said during
“2011-12, Amnesty
International India
Foundation Trust (AIIFT)
had been granted permis-
sion under the FCRA,
2010 for receiving foreign
contribution from
Amnesty International,
UK”.

“The permission/regis-
tration has been subse-
quently revoked to this
entity on the basis of ad-
verse inputs received,” it
added. Subsequently, two

new entities — AIIPL and
IAIT — were formed in
2013-14 and 2012-13 respec-
tively to escape the FCRA
route and these entities
received foreign exchange
“in the guise of ” service
export and FDI, the feder-
al agency said. It said as
the FCRA licence of
AIIFT was “revoked” by
the Centre, a “new
method” was adopted by
Amnesty entities to re-
ceive money from abroad
as Amnesty
International, UK sent Rs
51.72 crore to AIIPL in the
guise of export of servic-
es and Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI).

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):
The CBI on Saturday con-
ducted searches at the resi-
dence of Congress MP
Karti Chidambaram in
Chennai in connection
with the Chinese visa case,
officials said. They said
during searches on May 17
after filing of the FIR, a
portion of Karti
Chidambaram’s home was
sealed because keys of
that portion were not
available. The keys were
understood to be with his
wife who was abroad at
the time of searches, they
said. The searches in that
portion were resumed on
Saturday after agency re-

ceived the keys, they said.
The agency officials said

searches on Saturday will
be considered as part of
the searches that took
place on May 17.

Karti has termed the al-
legations against him a re-
sult of political vendetta
and case as most bogus
among the three FIRs he
was booked in. The CBI
had registered an FIR on
May 14 against him and
others on allegations of
bribe of Rs 50 lakh being
paid him and his close as-
sociate S Bhaskararaman
by a top executive of
Vedanta group company
Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd.

Mumbai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Three persons died and
47 fell ill after drinking
polluted water from open
wells in two villages of
Maharashtra’s Amravati
district, an official said on
Saturday.

As per a statement is-
sued by the chief minis-
ter’s office (CMO), the af-
fected persons belonged to
Paach Dongri and Koylari
villages of Melaghat in
Amravati. Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has an-
nounced ex-gratia of Rs 5
lakh each to the kin of the
deceased, it was stated.

Earlier in the day, Shinde,
who is currently in Delhi,
phoned the collector of
Amravati and directed
that medical treatment be
provided to the affected
persons at the earliest and
if needed, they be admit-
ted to a private hospital,
the statement said.

At least 50 persons fell ill
after consuming polluted
water from open wells and
of these, three have died.
The victims suffered from
diarrhoea, it said.

The district collector in-
formed the chief minister
that condition of some pa-
tients was critical.

Aurangabad/Mumbai,
Jul 09 (PTI): Residents of
three villages in Hingoli
and Nanded districts of
Maharashtra are being
shifted to safety after
heavy rainfall in the re-
gion caused flooding in
Asana river, officials said
on Saturday.

Vasmat taluka in the
Hingoli district recorded
150 mm of rainfall in the
last 24 hours ending at
8:30 AM on Saturday.

Some people from
Hadgaon village located
downstream of the Asana
river in Nanded district
neighbouring Hingoli
were also evacuated.

So far, at least 200 peo-
ple have been moved to
safety, a top district offi-
cial said. Parts of the
Hingoli district, located in
the Marathwada region

around 200 km from
Mumbai, have been re-
ceiving heavy showers
over the past couple of
days.

“Due to the downpour,
the Asana river in the
Hingoli district flooded on
Friday night. The low-
lying areas in Kurunda
and Kinhola villages in
Vasmat tehsil were badly
affected,” he told PTI.

Although the water
level is receding, the dis-
trict administration has
been shifting the resi-
dents of these villages to a
Zilla Parishad school
nearby, district collector
Jitendra Papalkar said on
Saturday.

He said that no loss of
human life has been re-
ported so far and the situ-
ation is being monitored.

In the 24 hours ending 8

AM on Friday, the Hingoli
district had recorded
230.70 mm rainfall, which
is 26.84 per cent of its an-
nual average rainfall, the
district authorities said in
a statement.

Meanwhile, on
Saturday, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde phoned the collec-
tor of Hingoli, which re-
ceived heavy rains in the
last 48 hours, and issued
instructions regarding
evacuating people and
providing other forms of
relief.

“You should ensure the
safe evacuation of the vil-
lagers and shift them to
temporary shelters. Make
provision for food and
drinking water for them,”
Shinde, who is currently
in Delhi to meet BJP lead-
ers, told the collector. In a

video clip that was re-
leased to the media,
Shinde can be heard
telling the collector to de-
ploy more National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams if re-
quired.

The Hingoli district ad-
ministration has, mean-
while, begun the survey of
the damage caused by the
flood. People have started
returning to their homes
as the water level of the
swollen Asana river is re-
ceding, Papalkar said.

“We have made all the
necessary arrangements
(for accommodating peo-
ple) in the Zilla Parishad
school. Tankers of clean
drinking water are being
made available from
Vasmat. Food is also pre-
pared for the flood-affect-
ed people, he said.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The CBI has registered
a case of corruption
against officials of the
Delhi Jal Board and NBCC
for allegedly favouring an
ineligible private company
in a contract worth Rs 38
crore for supply, installa-
tion, testing and commis-
sioning of
Electromagnetic Flow
Meters, officials said
Saturday.

The CBI had conducted
searches in connection
with the case at 10 loca-
tions in Delhi-NCR at the
premises of the then
NBCC general manager
DK Mittal which led to re-
covery of approximately
Rs.1.5 crore cash, 2.1 kilo-
grams of gold jewellery,
bullion, 10 kilograms of
silver worth Rs 1.2 crore
and fixed deposits worth
Rs 69 lakh, they said.

Various property docu-
ments were also found
from the residence of the
then general manager of
NBCC, they said. The
agency has booked former

Delhi Jal Board officials —
chief engineer Jagdish
Kumar Arora, superinten-
dent engineer P K Gupta,
executive engineer Sushil
Kumar goel, assistant en-
gineer Ashok Sharma,
AAO Ranjit Kumar — and
then general manager,
NBCC, DK Mittal and proj-
ect executive Sadhan
Kumar besides private
company NKG
Infrastructure Limited, it
said.

“It was alleged that the
accused had entered into
conspiracy to provide
undue favour to said pri-
vate company and had
made it technically eligi-
ble (which was otherwise
not allegedly eligible),”
CBI Spokesperson said in
a statement.

It was further alleged
that a tender was issued in
December, 2017 for supply,
installation, testing and
commissioning (SITC) of
electromagnetic flow me-
ters and corresponding O
and M operations for five
years of Delhi Jal Board, it
said.

Warrant issued
against Zubair
In Lakhimpur Kheri

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): A
court in Uttar Pradesh’s
Lakhimpur Kheri has sum-
moned Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair on July 11
in a case registered in
November last year on the
charge of promoting enmity,
a senior official said
Saturday. Shortly after Zubair
got an interim bail from
Supreme Court on Friday in a
case registered in Sitapur for
hurting religious sentiments,
Lakhimpur Kheri Police
served him a warrant to
appear in court.

The Supreme Court on
Friday granted five-day inter-
im bail to Zubair in connec-
tion with an FIR lodged
against him in Sitapur district
but he will remain in custody
as per the order of a Delhi
court in another case. “The
court of additional chief judi-
cial magistrate (ACJM)
Mohammadi in Kheri district
issued the warrant against
Mohd Zubair, which was
served by Kheri police on
Friday,” Additional superin-
tendent of police (ASP) Arun
Kumar Singh told PTI on
Saturday.

Illegal coke plants

to pay fine
Of over Rs 4.75 cr

SShhiilllloonngg:: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) Eastern Zone
Bench has directed 31 illegal
coke plants in Meghalaya’s
East Jaintia Hills district to
pay a fine of over Rs 4.75 as
environment compensation
and told the state govern-
ment to frame an action plan
against such plants estab-
lished prior to 2021 within
four months. The 31 coke
oven plants in East Jaintia
Hills district were working
without obtaining the
required consent from the
Meghalaya State Pollution
Control Board (MSPCB). The
NGT Eastern Zone Bench in
Kolkata on Friday directed the
31 illegal coke plants to pay a
fine of over Rs 4.75 crore as
environmental compensation
for their failure to abide by
the procedures established by
law.

We, therefore, direct the
State of Meghalaya to take
appropriate action to frame
an action plan regarding the
offending coke oven units
established prior to
23.12.2020 to make them
compliant with the norms laid
down in the notification dated
23.12.2020. 

CBI files corruption case
against DJB, NBCC officials

Heavy rains cause flooding in three villages
In Hingoli and Nanded districts

Govt for regulation of
medical devices, e-pharmacies

Penalties for mishaps during clinical trials in new bill
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‘Centre for public-private partnership’

S Somanath
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DAV celebrates a week long Van Mahotsav
Bhilai, Jul 09: DAV
Hudco jovially and enthu-
siastically celebrated a
week long festival of
trees, Vanmahotsav from
July 02 to July 07.The fes-
tivity was an ideal oppor-
tunity to instil the values
of social responsibility in
the students towards safe-
guarding nature, to re-
duce the pollution and
prevent global warming
as mankind is dependent
on trees for their needs.

Throughout the week, a
plethora of events were
conducted in the school
by planting saplings,
reciting beautiful poems,
singing melodious song,
delivering thought pro-
voking speeches and their
views followed by a rally
of senior students holding
posters, making everyone
aware about the signifi-
cance of trees in human
life and conservation of
environment. As part of
the celebration, various
competitions and activi-
ties were held for both
junior and senior wing
like essay writing, slogan
writing, poster making,

envelope and card mak-
ing, fancy dress and many
more activities spreading
the message that the
green planet we live in
must be protected and
cared for.

Principal Prashant
Kumar (Deputy Regional
Officer) expressed a great
zeal of contentment to-
wards students’ effort and
encouraged them to pre-
serve trees which play a
vital role in maintaining
the ecological balance. He
applauded the tiny tots as

young environment war-
riors and promised that
the trees planted by them
will serve as a beautiful
memory. He added that it
is the responsibility of
each citizen to not only
grow but also take care
and protect them. He
urged children to request
their parents to be a part
of such programmes, so
as to make our society a
clean and green place to
live in. He further added
that the focus of such cele-
bration is to form a per-

sonal connection between
the students and the trees
through experience, re-
flection and creation, car-
ried out by means of vari-
ous activities. He ended
his words of wisdom by
making the students
pledge ‘Green School,
Clean School’. Overall the
festival of trees -Van
Mahotsav week culminat-
ed as a great success for
the school which was cele-
brated with lots of enthu-
siasm and fervour by
everyone.

Devendra elected president of Durg
District Olympic Association

Bhilai, Jul 09: A meeting
of Durg District Olympic
Association was held at
Sector 5 on Friday. All the
officers and members at-
tended this meeting. The
association unanimously
elected Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav as the
President of Durg District
Olympic Association and
also entrusted Sumit
Pawar with the responsi-
bility of General Secretary.
The meeting also discussed
the initiatives that can be
taken for promotion of
sports and in the interest of
the players. They discussed
how the players can be pro-
moted along with better
training and better facili-
ties. They conducted a long
discussion on various top-
ics.

Devendra Yadav ex-

pressed his gratitude to
everyone for reposing faith
on him and entrusting the
responsibility of this im-
portant post. He added that
he was involved in sports.
He added that together we
will make this Bhilai -
Durg Education Hub a
sports hub and provide bet-
ter sports education and
training along with provid-

ing better facilities to the
players. He hoped that the
players of Durg Bhilai will
make the city proud in
other states and countries
as well.

The youth of Bhilai have
tremendous sports talent.
They only need proper
guidance and training.
Founder Member
(Basketball) Gopal

Khandelwal, Founder
Member (Table Tennis) HK
Oberoi, Basir Khan, Arun
Dwivedi, Yogesh Kumar, K
Srinivas, Radhakrishna,
Daljit Singh, Rakesh Puri,
Javed Khan, Surendra,
Rajesh, Surendra Katole,
Umesh Giri, Chavan R am
Sahu, Jagannath Singh,
Raman, Pilu Patkar and
others were present.

Steel fraternity takes out candle march
demanding strategic merger

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0099::  The executives
and workers of Bhilai Steel
Plant and FSNL took out a can-
dle march in Civic Centre the
other day. They are pressing
the demand for strategic merg-
er of Steel Sector PSUs and
were strongly protesting
against the union govern-
ment’s move of disinvesting
the Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited. 

They are demanding to cre-
ate a Mega Steel PSU under
the Ministry of Steel by strate-
gic merger of RINL, SAIL,
Nagarnar Steel Plant, NMDC,
MECON, FSNL etc. Based on
the resolution of SEFI, the topic
of strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs was also dis-
cussed in Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Members of OA-BSP, FSNL
Executive Association and
trade unions of both the units
also participated in the candle

march. In support of the strate-
gic merger of PSUs, SEFI
President Narendra Kumar
Banchore, OA-BSP General
Secretary Parvinder Singh,
Treasurer Ankur Mishra,
Secretary Akhilesh Mishra,
FSNL Executive Association
President Satyendra Kumar
Jha, Vice President K Girish
Kumar, Secretary Deepak
Tomar, CITU General Secretary
SP Dey, Vinod Soni of AITUC
and FSNL Shramik Sangathan
members Mohammad Aslam,
Haripratap Tomar, Ghanshyam
Soni, KK Upadhyay and Ex-OA-
BSP President SR Das, General
Secretary Dilip Verma and oth-
ers led this candle march. A
large number of employees
and officers participated in this
candle march and they unani-
mously opposed the privatiza-
tion and demanded a strategic
merger.

Women to start a new venture of
poultry farming at Urban Gauthan

Bhilai, Jul 09: Expanding
the employment oriented
activities at Bhilai’s Urban
Gauthan, women are plan-
ning to start a new venture
of poultry farming. BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
urban Gauthan on
Saturday and oversaw the
activities at the Gauthan
situated in Kosa Nagar.

They oversaw the em-
ployment related activities
of the women. The SHGs
are engaged in fisheries
and production of incense
sticks, soap made from
flowers, phenyl etc.
Women in Gauthan are
planning to do the busi-

ness of poultry farming.
The structure is being pre-
pared for this new venture.
BMC Commissioner took
information about it from
the officials. He visited the
pond to see the fisheries
and asked to focus on such

a type of business. He in-
structed the women to
grow vegetables on a large
area of Gauthan and se-
lect those vegetables
which are in high demand
and are fast growing. The
Commissioner inspected
the process of making
vermi compost from cow
dung and examined the
quality of manure. The
Commissioner appreciat-

ed the work
of women
and suggest-
ed adding
more activi-
ties to gen-
erate em-
p l o y m e n t
and income.
He inquired
about the
p r o c e s s e s
being adopt-
ed to sell the

products. Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Sulochana
Dhankar and Rekha
Baghel were present dur-
ing the inspection.

Illegal plotting bid foiled;
structures razed

Bhilai, Jul 09: On
Saturday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
took action against illegal
plotting in Kohka. Notice
was served to the person
who was cutting plots on
this land. Further, BMC
has made official commu-
nication with the
Registrar for taking appro-
priate action.

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation took action
on illegal plotting near
Kohka Bhelwa pond. Plots
were being illegally cut for
sale on the land situated
on the sides of the main
road. On the instructions
of BMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar and
Additional Commissioner

Ashok Dwivedi, the team
of Demolition Squad
reached the spot and with
the help of a JCB and a
dumper, the illegal road
and constructions were de-
molished. Three trips of
murrum were also seized.
BMC had received a com-
plaint that illegal plotting
was being done on the
land of Khasra No 66 near
Bhelwa Talab. The BMC
team inspected the spot
and took action after find-
ing merits in the com-
plaint. Deputy Engineer of
Building Permission
Department Siddharth
Sahu, Assistant Revenue
Officer Parmeshwar
Chandrakar and others
were present on the spot.

The corporation also de-
molished the illegal under-
construction building
structure.

Building Permission
Officer Himanshu
Deshmukh said that the
corporation has issued a
notice to WM Vaidya, who
was conducting illegal
plotting. The corporation
had mentioned in the no-
tice that in relation to ille-
gal plotting, he should give
and in case he fails to give
satisfactory reply, strict ac-
tion will be taken. It was
also mentioned in the no-
tice that illegal plotting is
punishable with imprison-
ment of not less than 3
years and not more than 7
years and with a fine of
minimum 1 lakh. BMC has
also sent a letter to the
Registrar’s office to take
appropriate action. It is
worth mentioning that the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner has in-
structed the officials to
take strict action against
illegal plotting, illegal con-
struction and illegal occu-
pation.

Bahuda Yatra: Deities
return back to temple

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0099::  The festival of
Rath Yatra concluded on
Saturday with the return of
Trinity to the temple premises
from Shri Gundicha Temple. The
deities Lord Jagannath,
Balbhadra and Subhadra
returned to the Ratna Bedi. As
per the ritual, Lord Jagannath
offers Rasgulla to goddess
Laxmi to enter into the temple.
It is believed that the sweet is
offered to appease Goddess
Laxmi, who was upset after the
holy Trinity went on the sojourn
leaving her behind at the tem-
ple. After entering the temple
the deities gave darshan to the
devotees. Shri Jagannath Samiti
Sector 4 celebrated the ritual in
a religious ambiance. After the
ritual of return of the Trinity, the
deities were decorated and aarti
was performed by the main
priest.

Under the aegis of Jagannath
Samiti Sector-4, the Rath Yatra
of Lord Shri Jagannath Swami
was taken out in a grand man-
ner from the Gundicha Mandap
of Sector-10. A large number of
devotees participated in the
event. The chariot left Gundicha
Mandap and reached Jagannath
Temple at Sector-4, Boria
Market via Central Avenue. The
ritual of Chhera-Panhra was
conducted by SEFI, Chairman
and President of BSP Officers

Association, Narendra Kumar
Banchhore.

Lord Balabhadra Dev, Mata
Subhadra Devi and Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath Swami were
brought on a beautiful and
grand chariot made of wood
through “Pahandi-Vijay pro-
gramme”. During the Bahuda
Rath Yatra (Return Rath Yatra),
the Chhera-Panhra ritual in
front of the chariot was per-
formed by Narendra Kumar
Banchhore. This tradition is car-
ried out in Puri by the Maharaja
of Puri. After “Chhera-Panhra”,
the devotees started pulling the
chariot with the chant of Jai
Jagannath. Committee
President Virendra Satpathy
and General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak were especial-
ly present.

With the Jhanj, manjire, dhol,
kirtan group playing mridangam
and singing and dancing to the
tune of devotional music, the
devotees pulled the chariot.
Thousands of devotees were
standing on both sides of the
road in the central avenue for
darshan and worship of
Mahaprabhu. As soon as
Mahaprabhu’s chariot reached
the central avenue, a large num-
ber of people thronged to pull
the chariot and have darshan.

During the entire yatra,
Maha-prasad and Gaja-mung

prasad were distributed and the
chariot was given a grand wel-
come by different institutions
and societies at different
places. All the members of New
Azad Ganeshotsav Committee
along with former councilors
Korma Rao and Srinivas Rao
gave a grand welcome to the
Rath Yatra amidst bursting of
crackers at Sector-2 Chowk.

Bhog and cold drinks etc
were distributed to the devo-
tees at various places. The char-
iot was operated by Brindavan
Swain and Santosh Dalai. The
chariots of Sector-6 and Sector-
4 met at 7 Million Ton Square
and the priests and office bear-
ers of both committees wor-
shiped the deities by visiting
each other’s chariots. Various
worship rituals of Rath Yatra
were performed by the pundits
Shree Pitbas Padhi, Saroj Das
and Vikram Padhi.

In making the festival a suc-
cess, Jagannath Committee
President Virendra Satpathy
and General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak, Officers
Basant Pradhan, Trinath Sahu,
Anam Nahak, D Trinath, Kalu
Behera, Bhim Swain, Brindavan
Swain, Sushant Satpathy,
Prakash Das, Ranjan Mohapatra,
Prakash Swain, SC Patro, Bees
Keshan Sahu, BC Biswal, Kavi
Biswal, Kailash Patro,
Seemanchal Behera, Sudarshan
Shyanti, Santosh Dalai, Niranjan
Maharana, Shankar Dalai, Bhim
Sethi, Ravi Swain, Shatrughan
Dakua, Ramesh Kumar Nayak
made a special contribution.
Office bearers of the committee
and other dignitaries were pres-
ent.

Outbreak of waterborne diseases;
BMC pulls up socks

Bhilai, Jul 09: A large
number of people in Ward
19 Ramnagar have fallen
sick possibly due to the
outbreak of water borne
diseases. Many of them
have been admitted to the
hospital for treatment.
BMC has pulled up socks
to tackle the situation. The
condition of patients is
also being monitored in

the hospital.
On the instructions of

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, health
in-charge Laxmipati Raju
visited Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital Supela to
know the condition of the
patients suffering from
vomiting and diarrhoea.
He discussed with the doc-

tors about the health of the
victims and asked them to
provide better treatment.
Raju also met the patients
and inquired about their
well being and wished
them to get well soon.
Many of the victims have
been discharged.

Among the victims,
Loknath Sahu, Laxmi
Sahu, Mukesh Verma,

Dhaneshwari Sidar, Dhal
Singh Sahu, Leelabai, Jeet
Ram Devangan and Lalit
Shrivas are still recuperat-
ing in the hospital. Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra and Public Health
Officer Ankit Saxena were
present during the visit.
Earlier, the health in-
charge took stock of the
situations across the city
in view of the possibilities
of waterlogging due to
rain. On the instructions
of Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, a team of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and Health
Department reached Ward
19 Ramnagar and Rajiv
Nagar and Mantri Bari for
prevention of water borne
diseases. The team inspect-
ed the area where the peo-
ple are suffering from vom-
iting, diarrhoea and other
health disorders. People
were made aware about
the prevention of water-
borne diseases. Pamphlets
were also distributed.
Residents were appealed to
use boiled and filtered
water. At the same time,
samples of water from
many areas have been sent
to the laboratory for exam-
ination. The BMC team
visited door to door and
sprayed insecticides at all
the houses around Shiv
Mandir Line, Janghel
Bhawan, Cooperative Line

and Customer Service
Center.

Health officer
Dharmendra Mishra said
that water is being treated
with sodium hypochlorite
solution. The BMC is dis-
tributing chlorine tablets
door to door and it is being
advised to consume the
water after an hour. The
people are being informed
that one tablet of chlorine
is sufficient for 20 liters of
water. During the rainy
season, People are also ad-
vised to consume hot and
fresh food and not to eat
rotten fruit, vegetables and
food items. For prevention
of vector-borne dengue,
malaria and mosquito-
borne diseases, people are
being advised to not allow
accumulation of rain
water in their homes and
gardens, dry up the coolers
and all the tanks which are
not in use. Temephos
tablets are also being dis-
tributed and the method of
its use is being told.
Bleaching powder was also
sprayed in the affected
areas. Zone Commissioner
Pooja Pillai, Executive
Engineer in-charge
Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant
E n g i n e e r - i n - C h a r g e
Arvind Sharma, Deputy
Engineer Nirmalkar, Zone
Health Officer Anil Mishra
visited the affected locali-
ties and made people aware
of water-borne diseases.

Sumit Pawar 
elected General
Secretary



Collector takes time to interact with school students
Fingeshwar, Jul 08: In
the school entrance festi-
val, being held in Vidya
Mandir of the region, the
school children were
happy to find District
Collector Prabhat Malik
amidst them. Interacting
with the students and
wards, the Collector said
that education up to pri-
mary, middle, high school
and higher secondary is
the most helpful and deci-
sion-making phase in
human life and all the ac-
tions learned in childhood
become habits for a life-
time.

Specially participating
in the school entrance fes-
tival program at village
center of the block,
Prabhat Malik, the newly
posted collector of the dis-
trict, told the excited vil-
lagers, parents and chil-

dren that do not hesitate to
study and the villages hold
an atmosphere of calm
and conducive to studies,
beyond the urban glare,
disaster and western
modernity.

In his remarks, Mr.
Malik also advised the
teachers and parents to not
only be serious in the edu-
cation of the children, but
also keep monitoring from
time to time whether the

children are studying reg-
ularly or not. Initially, on
reaching here, Mr. Malik
was given a warm wel-
come by the members of
the Village Education
Committee and the chil-
dren. According to infor-
mation, the school Vidya
Mandir running in the vil-
lage was started about 50
years ago by Queen
Shyamkumari Devi of
Fingeshwar by giving 36

acres of agricultural land
to the school and on this
day, on the occasion of 38th
death anniversary of the
queen, the day was marked
in her respect.

In the program, senior
member of temple trust
committee Rakesh Tiwari,
Chairman of Vidya
Mandir Sinha Rupesh
Sahu, Rohit Sahu,
Bhagwani Sahu, Bishat
Patel, Tikam Sinha,
Tuleshwar Ghritalhare,
Hemlal Nirmalkar, Devraj
Sahu, Kishan Matawale,
Devnath Sahu, Kushal
Dhruv, Ramesh Hundreds
of villagers, youth, women
were present. Many de-
partmental officers and
employees of the develop-
ment block, including the
District Education Officer,
were also present in the
program.

Anganwadi helpers not

getting fuel expenses

for over a year
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jul 09: For
feeding hot food to chil-
dren and women, 85
paise per child fuel cost
is also to be given to the
helpers, but for the last
one year, the helpers
have not received this
amount. Correspondent
of Chronicle team visit-
ed Alekhunta
Anganwadi center num-
ber-1.

The total number of
children registered here
is 13 and if sources are
to be believed, earlier
the helpers were given
60 paise as fuel expendi-
ture according to per
child and at present it
has been increased to 85
paise.

In this way, for 13 chil-
dren, the helper gets Rs

11.5 per day. In a month,
they get Rs 345, while re-
filling 14.2 kg cylinder is
costing around Rs 11
hundred. In such a situ-
ation, the subsidiaries
have to bear the fuel
cost themselves. In
Anganwadi centers, the
helpers are to be given
85 paise per child per
day for hot food, but in
the city blocks includ-
ing Dhamtari, the
helpers are not getting
the amount of fuel.

What officer says:
Fuel expenses are

being given to the
helpers for hot food in
Anganwadis.

If there is any prob-
lem, it will be resolved
soon. Jagrani Ekka,
DPO Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department.

‘Movement of villagers from half-a-dozen
villages badly affected’

Rajim, Jul 09: The road
widening and construc-
tion work on 13 km patch
from Rajim to Pokhara is
going on for last 7 months,
but due to work at snail’s
pace and negligence on
part of PWD sub-division
officers, due to covering of
potholes with soil has
made this road unfit for
travelling during rainy
season, as the entire road
has turned into muddy
terrain and people are
finding it even difficult to
walk on foot.

In these villages the
drainage is to be con-
structed by the road-side
to ensure flow of water
and it is also pending.
Due to this the water get-
ting collected on the road
is flowing inside the

house of the people and
in the area from Rawand
to Bazar chowk, it has lit-
erally turned into small
pond.

It is notable here that
the rainy season has not
yet started to its full and
in just one-day’s heavy
rains the situation here
has become out of con-
trol. The actual rainy sea-
son is yet to start and
with fore-warning by the
Meteorological depart-
ment, it is expected to
rain every more heavily
in coming day and in
such condition, as to how
the people of the region
will handle, is all left at
God’s mercy.

In this regard, the
District Collector has
given clear-cut instruc-
tions that before rains the
work of culvert atop the
nullah should be complet-
ed before rains and then
soil and ‘murrum’ should
be well covered, so that
people do not find any
problems in commuting.

But it seems the in-
structions by the
Collector failed to make
any impact either on

PWD’s officers or on the
contractor. It is for this
reason that the PWD offi-
cers do not visit the site
and the contractor works
as per his convenience.
The supervisor of the
contractor is only visible
at the site.

The construction cost
of this road is around Rs
19 cr and as per informa-
tion a total of 18 culverts-
bridges are to be con-
structed in this 13 km
patch. The outer walls of
the culverts are ready, but
with no slab atop it the
movement of traffic is
banned. Since this patch
is flooded with water and
it generally turns into
muddy terrain after
rains.

From this route the
people generally come
from Pitaiband, Bakali,
Rawand, Prasada Joshi,
Pokhara, Hathkhoj,
Dutkaiyya, Arand, Basin,
Pasoud and other villages
daily to Rajim and
Navapara for purchases
and other works. Even
the students of Schools
and Colleges come from
these villages for studies
and in coaching centre.
The farmers bring paddy
to ‘mandis’ and teachers
from these villages too
come to schools daily.

One of the Kissan
leader from Gram
Rawand- Narayan Sahu
and Omprakash Sahu
and Jaggu Yadav from
Gram Bakali informed
that due to throwing of
soil on the road, it has
turned into muddy ter-
rain and water logging is
also there. With no slab
atop the culverts or

bridges, it too has turned
into small pool and has
stopped movement of
traffic from either side.
Apart from this drainage
construction is to be
done on either side of
road in Gram Rawand,
Parsada Joshi, Pokhara
and the same is still
pending. All this work
should have been com-
pleted before rains, but it
is still pending. It is the
people from the above
villages who have to face
major problem daily.

DCC District President
Bhavsingh Sahu in-
formed that villagers
have lodged complaint
and on visiting the site,
he found the quality of
construction work below
the standards and it is
going as snail’s pace.
PWD officers do not con-
duct surprise inspection
to check quality of work
being done and it is tak-
ing all these issues, that
he met the State’s PWD
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Minister in-
Charge of Gariyaband
district Amarjeet
Bhagat, MLA Amitesh
Shukla .

PWD sub-division SDO
AK Singh charged that
the contractor does not
give adage to their in-
structions and he had
been warned about the
quality of work many a
times, but no improve-
ment has taken place and
is working single hand-
edly on his own.
Claiming of his good ap-
proach with senior offi-
cers, he is just taking this
work carelessly, officers
alleged.

NCC’s Advance Leadership Camp
inaugurated in Lakhauli

Arang, Jul 09: Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
was inaugurated on
Wednesday at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakhauli. 250 NCC cadets
from Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh are par-
ticipating in this 12-day
camp. The cadets will be
given intensive training in
various military subjects
along with the regular rou-
tine of the army and guid-
ing lectures will be organ-
ized for their personality de-
velopment.

The responsibility of or-
ganizing this camp has been
given to the Commanding
Officer, 38 Chhattisgarh
Battalion, NCC
Rajnandgaon. Chhattisgarh
NCC chief Brigadier
Ashish Kumar Das along
with Camp Commandant
Col Rohit Kaushik and
Deputy Commandant Col

Vivek inspected the camp.
While delivering the

opening address on the sec-
ond day of the camp, the
Camp Commandant exhort-
ed the cadets to make the
most of the camp. Giving
detailed information for the
SSB examinations to be-
come a military officer, he
told that what qualities of
our personality will have to

be developed to be success-
ful in different stages of this
examination.

Under specific guidance,
Colonel Sikarwar of NCC
Group Head Quarter
Raipur gave a remarkable
lecture on the subject of
self-vigilance and self-
awareness to the cadets and
resolved the doubts of the
cadets.

To make this camp a suc-
cess, Subedar Major
Mukhtiar Singh along with
military officers and NCC
officers Lt. LP Chand
(Orissa), Lt. Gautam
(Andhra Pradesh), Lt.
Pradeep (Orissa) and First
Officer J.K. Singh
Kawardha (Chhattisgarh)
are coordinating the 
training.

Collector takes part in Jan darshan prog
Mungeli, Jul 09: District
Collector Rahul Dev lis-
tened seriously to the
problems and demands of
the common people in the
public darshan room locat-
ed in the Collectorate
premises and directed the
concerned officers for
speedy redressal of the
problems.

During this, Santosh
Kumar Sahu of village
Chandli of Lormi block
and Kuleshwar Joshi of
village Marrakona sub-
mitted applications to the
Collector for providing
new ration cards.
Collector Dev took this se-
riously and instructed the
District Food Officer to
make ration cards imme-
diately. On the instruc-
tions of the Collector,
Santosh Kumar Sahu and
Kuleshwar Joshi were im-
mediately made available
new ration cards by the
District Food Officer.

Similarly, Hiramani, a
handicapped person of vil-
lage Barchha of Patharia
block, submitted an appli-
cation for foot-related
problems and demanded
assistive devices. On the

instructions of the
Collector, the Social
Welfare Department pro-
vided him with immediate
aids. More than 50 applica-
tions were received in the
Jandarshan program, in
which the residents of
Deendayal Ward of
Mungeli Municipality de-
manded construction of
drain and road in the
ward, Bisoha Jangde of
village Karhi to get the
amount of Kisan Samman
Nidhi, villagers of village
Deorhat to remove en-
croachment, Mrs. Jamun
Sahu of village Sargaon

submitted applications for
getting destitute pension,
villagers of village
Pendritalab to remove en-
croachment, Gendlal
Banjare of village
Keshalikala submitted ap-
plications for rectification
of electricity bill and
Anantram to provide bat-
tery operated tricycle.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector
Teerthraj Agarwal, Joint
Collector Namrata Anand
Dongre and Naveen
Bhagat along with officers
of the concerned depart-
ment were present.

BPS organizes 
investiture ceremony

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 09: The for-
mal vesting of powers in
students was successfully
organised in Brilliant
Public School(BPS) at
Mission Campus on 9th
July 2022 Saturday for the
academic session 2022-23.

Student council was
elected through democrat-
ic process beginning with
duly conducted written
test followed by campaign-
ing by the eligible candi-
dates and final elections.

Principal of school , Mrs
Sangeeta Mishra gave
badges to newly elected

Head Boy Master
Pratyush Shenghale and
the Head Girl Miss
Anubhuti Shrivastava.

Other council members
also marched forward
proudly to receive the
badges from senior au-
thorities.

As the council members
took oath, the entire at-
mosphere was filled with
sense of duty and pride.
Dignitaries addressed the
gathering to motivate and
inspire the council mem-
bers.

The program ended
with National Anthem
sung unanimously.

‘Plantation Day’ celebration
at SAGES, Vishrampuri

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Jul 09: Go
green is a call given by
environmentalists but
now it has become a mass
movement. Government is
also promoting plantation.
As students are our future
so it is very important to
tell them the importance
of trees and let them en-

gage in playing important
role in protecting the envi-
ronment through personal
involvement. Swami
Atmanand Govt. English
Medium School,
Vishrampuri came for-
ward and taught the stu-
dents about the role of
trees. Plantation day was
celebrated in the presence
of Principal Shailendra

Kumar Soni , teachers and
students by planting trees
in the school campus and
also organised various
competitions such as
drawing, speech and essay
writing. Children enjoyed
this day and at last they
took the path they will
never harm the environ-
ment and will plant more
and more trees.
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As road widening
work of 13 km road
patch going as
snail’s pace and all
18 culverts- bridges
also in same condi-
tion for last 7
months

Kondagaon: Under the
special yoga practice proj-
ect for pregnant mothers
organized by Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission in col-
laboration with UNICEF,
training is being imparted
to 15 community medical
officers and 15 health
workers of the district
health department in spe-

cial yoga practice training
for pregnant mothers in
Kondagaon.

The training program
has been organized from
July 8 to July 10 at the local
Satyam Yoga Center.
During the training, the in-
structor of Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission, Smt.
Jyoti Sahu, has given
training by giving detailed
information about useful
yoga poses for pregnant
mothers.

Total 30 health officers-staff
imparted training 

For yoga practice of
pregnant mothers 

Jagdalpur, Jul 09: Two
people have been arrested
in two separate cases of
crimes under Bodhghat
police station area. In this
Guddu Maurya, accused
of incest at knife-point
with a married woman
living near Madin Chowk
of the city under
Bodhghat police station
area, has been arrested by
the police after the com-
plaint of the victimised
woman.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the victimised
woman had lodged a com-
plaint that a young man
living near her house
often used to come to her
house. The victim has
lodged a complaint that a
youth named Guddu
Maurya, who lives near
the victim’s house,

reached her home after
her husband had slept. As
soon as she came home,
Guddu asked her for food,
she went to the kitchen to
give food. Guddu came
from behind in the
kitchen and threatened
the woman with a knife
and tried to outraged her
modesty. The accused
youth in this case has
been immediately arrest-
ed.

In another episode, the
Bodhghat police arrested
a young man who lured a
Bijapur girl by pretending
to be a jawan of the CRPF
Bastaria battalion and
lured her to marry him.

Bodhghat police station
in-charge Lalji Sinha said
that Rohit Kursam, a resi-
dent of Modkapi of
Bijapur district, called the
victim to Geedam on
October 20, 2019.

There he told the victim
that he works in CRPF
Bastariya battalion. From
there the girl was brought
to the house of his ac-
quaintance Arjun Hemla
in Jagdalpur Tiranga
Chowk. By keeping in
Jagdalpur, he continued
to sexually exploit. The
accused youth escaped
after the victim lodged a
case with her family
members in Bijapur. The
Bodhghat police arrested
the accused as soon as the
information about the
youth was in Bijapur dur-
ing the continuous
search.

Two accused nabbed by police in two crimes

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Bollywood actress Taapsee Pannu, former captain of the Indian womens cricket team
Mithali Raj and film director Srijit Mukherjee pose for photographs during a promo-
tional event for the upcoming film Shabaash Mithu, based on the life of Raj, at Eden
Gardens in Kolkata, Saturday, July 9.

Assam floods damaged 30,000 to
40,000 houses, says CM Himanta

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

As many as 30,000 to
40,000 houses were dam-
aged in Assam due to the
recent massive floods,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said seeking
an advance fund from the
NDRF to help the affected
people.

Sarma conveyed this to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah during a meet-
ing here on Friday
evening and sought cen-
tral help.

The chief minister
briefed the home minister
that around 30,000 to 40,000
houses were damaged by
the deluge, an official
statement said on
Saturday.

Sarma requested Shah
to release an advance
amount from the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) for the rehabilita-

tion of the flood-hit people
whose houses were severe-
ly or fully damaged.

Later, talking to journal-
ists, Sarma said since
Assam’s flood has been la-
belled “severe” by a cen-
tral team, which made an
assessment of the flood sit-
uation, he sought an ad-
vance fund from the NDRF
to enable the state to help
the people whose houses
were damaged by the del-

uge. “The Centre’s door is
always open. There is no
dearth of funds. Whatever
we present legally and log-
ically we will get the re-
quired funds,” he said.

The chief minister said
the home minister assured
him that the Union home
ministry would actively
consider his request for
immediate release of the
advance fund from the
NDRF.

Jagan elected lifetime president
of YSR Congress

Amaravati, July 09 (PTI):

Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
was on Saturday elected
president for lifetime of
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress (YSRC).

The process was com-
pleted on the concluding
day of the YSRC’s two-day
plenary, after the party
constitution has been
amended to enable Jagan’s
election as president for a
lifetime.

Jagan established the
YSRC in March 2011 after
quitting the Congress.
Ever since, he has been
continuing as the party
president, with his mother

Vijayamma as honorary
president.

Jagan was last elected
the YSRC president at the
party plenary in 2017.

Vijayamma resigned
from the honorary presi-
dent’s post on Friday, re-
portedly due to an ongoing

rift in the family, but she
said she was quitting the
YSRC to stand by her
daughter Sharmila, who is
now heading the YSR
Telangana party in the
neighbouring state.

The YSRC will now have
to seek the Election
Commission of India’s
nod to let Jagan be the
party chief for life.

The YSRC is citing some
precedents wherein cer-
tain regional parties in
other states secured the
ECI’s approval to have a
president for a lifetime
without the need for con-
ducting elections every
two years.

‘Sankalp March’ in Delhi against
‘attacks on Hindus’

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Waving the Tricolour
and chanting ‘Jai Shri
Ram’, scores of people
participated in a
‘Sankalp March’ organ-
ised by various Hindu
outfits here on Saturday
against “attacks on the
community”.

The march began
from the Mandi House
area and will culminate
at Jantar Mantar.

BJP leaders Tajinder
Pal Singh Bagga and
Kapil Mishra were also
present in the march.

Former North Delhi
mayor Avtar Singh said,
“Multiple Hindu groups
are on the streets today
for this ‘Sankalp March’.
We are here to raise our
voice against the attacks
on Hindus. They cannot
be targeted or attacked
in that manner. We won’t
spare those who target
us.”

Several roads in cen-

tral Delhi have been
closed temporarily due
to the march.

The traffic police took
to Twitter to suggest the
commuters to avoid the
Sikandara Road,
Barakhamba Road,

Copernicus Marg, Firoz
Shah Road, Bhagwan
Das Road, Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, Tolstoy
Marg, Sansad Marg
from Outer Circle
Connaught Place to
Patel Chowk and

Janpath from Outer
Circle Connaught Place
to R/A Windsor Place
between 8.30 am and 2
pm. Police said these
roads will only be used
for pedestrian move-
ments during the period.

Amarnath flash floods may be
due highly localised rain event,

not cloudburst, says IMD
New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) on
Friday said the deaths
and destruction near
the Amarnath cave
shrine in south
Kashmir were due to a
highly localised rain
event and not due to a
cloudburst.

According to weather
scientists, the shrine re-
ported 31 mm of rain-
fall between 4.30 pm
and 6.30 pm on Friday,
which is quite low to be
categorised as a cloud-
burst.

“The flash floods
could have been trig-
gered due to rainfall in
the higher reaches of
the mountains near the
Amarnath cave
shrine,” IMD Director
General Mrutyunjay

Mohapatra told PTI.
According to the IMD,

a rain event is cate-
gorised as a cloudburst
if a weather station re-
ceives 100 mm of rain
in one hour.

The IMD has an auto-
matic weather station
near the Amarnath
cave shrine which pro-
vides weather forecasts
during the pilgrimage.
However, the surround-
ing mountains do not
have any weather moni-
toring stations due to
their inaccessibility.

At least 16 people
were killed and tents
and community
kitchens near the
shrine were swamped
with mud and rocks
that came hurtling
down with a gush of
water after a spell of
rain on Friday evening.

“It was a highly lo-

calised cloud only over
the holy cave. Such rain
had happened earlier
this year as well,” said
Sonam Lotus, Director
of the Regional
Meteorological Centre
in Srinagar.

The region above the
Amarnath cave shrine
received 28 mm of rain-
fall between 5.30 pm
and 6.30 pm, a scientist
from the IMD said.

Weather scientists
said it was very diffi-
cult to predict cloud-
bursts due to their very
small scale in space and
time. To monitor or
issue nowcast, a dense
radar network over the
cloudburst-prone areas
is required or one needs
to have very high-reso-
lution weather forecast-
ing models to resolve
the scale of such
events.

Congress to hold press conferences
across India to ‘expose’ BJP

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Seeking to corner the rul-
ing BJP over the issue of ter-
ror and its alleged links with
terrorists, the Congress will
on Saturday hold a series of
press conferences in 22 cities
across the country. Congress
leaders said the aim is to
counter the BJP’s “fake na-
tionalism claims” and to
take the message to the
grassroots level that the rul-
ing party has “connections”
with individuals who have
indulged in heinous crimes
and terror acts. “Today, 22 of
our senior leaders and
spokespersons will hold
press conferences in 22 cities
to expose the “links of ter-
rorists with BJP”,” Congress
general secretary Jairam

Ramesh said in a tweet in
Hindi, alleging that “evi-
dence of terrorists having
links with the BJP has come
out”. “The BJP has links
with terrorists, what is this
relationship called? he posed
in the tweet. The Congress
has alleged that Riyaz Attari,
one of the prime accused in
the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal in Rajasthan’s
Udaipur was a BJP member.
It has also released his photo-
graphs purportedly with
BJP leaders in Rajasthan.

The BJP, however, has de-
nied any link with such ele-
ments and claimed that some
of them had clicked pictures
with its leaders after infil-
trating the party ranks. The
Congress also claimed that
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) ter-

rorist Talib Hussain Shah
who was nabbed by people in
Reasi town in Srinagar re-
cently was an office-bearer of
the BJP’s minority cell in
Jammu and Kashmir, a
charge denied by the BJP
leadership in the Union
Territory. Congress leader
Pawan Khera has asked how
Talib Hussain Shah, who
was allegedly planning to at-
tack the Amarnath Yatra in
Kashmir, was seen in a pho-
tograph with Amit Shah. He
wondered whether it was not
a security breach. This is the
second series of press con-
ferences being organised by
the Congress after the first
such effort was made against
the new Agnipath military
recruitment scheme. The
Congress has decided to take

the BJP head-on over issues
of national importance, and
the party will continue to
hold countrywide pressers to
take its message to the peo-
ple and to “expose” the
claims of the BJP. Top
Congress leaders who are
going to address the press
conferences include Rajya
Sabha MP Deepender Singh
Hooda in Ahmedabad,
Shaktisinh Gohil in Jaipur,
Ajoy Kumar in Mumbai,
Uttar Kumar Reddy in
Bangalore, former Union
minister M M Pallam Raju in
Chennai, media and publici-
ty head Pawan Khera in
Raipur, Rajeev Gowda in
Kolkata, Ranjeet Ranjan in
Guwahati and Saptagiri
Sankar Ulaka in
Visakhapatnam.
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BRIEF

Man kills self 
New Delhi: A man
killed himself on
Friday inside a wash-
room in west Delhi’s
Vikaspuri, police
said. Police received
information at 1.32
pm that a person re-
ceived an injury and
was lying uncon-
scious, they said.
Police rushed to the
spot where one of the
public toilets near
PVR Cinemas was
found bolted from in-
side and blood was
coming out.

4 arrested
New Delhi: Four
men were arrested for
allegedly robbing Rs
56,000 from a non-
banking financial
company in east
Delhi’s Preet Vihar
area, police said on
Friday. The accused
have been identified
as Amir, Talib and
Tripesh Kumar alias
Parvesh, all residents
of Uttar Pradesh, and
Sirajuddin alias Siraj,
a resident of Khureji
Khas in Delhi, they
said.

Man held 
New Delhi: A 29-year-
old man was arrested
for allegedly duping a
woman of Rs 12 lakh
after introducing
himself as an assis-
tant commandant in
the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police at a
matrimonial website,
police said on Friday.
The accused has been
identified as Ashish
Kukreti, a resident of
Pune in Maharashtra,
they said. On June 4, a
woman, a resident of
Vasant Kunj, lodged a
complaint wherein
she alleged that a per-
son had approached
her through a matri-
monial app on April
25 and they became
friends after that, a
senior police officer
said.

Maoist nabbed 
Giridih
(Jharkhand): A
Maoist wanted in the
2013 killing of the
then Pakur
Superintendent of
Police Amarjeet
Balihar has been
nabbed in Giridih dis-
trict of Jharkhand, a
police statement said.
The arrested Maoist,
identified as Nandlal
Soren alias Hitesh
alias Pavitra da alias
Vijay da, was a mem-
ber of the Special
Area Committee of
the banned CPI
(Maoist) outfit and
was carrying a boun-
ty of Rs 25 lakh on his
head, it said.

Road closures 
New Delhi: Several
roads in central Delhi
will be closed tem-
porarily on Saturday
due to a ‘’shanti
march’’ by the Vishva
Hindu Parishad, the
Delhi Traffic Police
said. A senior police
officer said around
7,000 volunteers are
expected to partici-
pate in the peace
march, which is
scheduled to start at
11 am from Mandi
House and will culmi-
nate at Jantar Mantar.
The traffic police took
to Twitter to suggest
the commuters to
avoid the Sikandara
Road, Barakhamba
Road, Copernicus
Marg, Firoz Shah
Road, Bhagwan Das
Road, Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, Tolstoy
Marg, Sansad Marg
from Outer Circle
Connaught Place to
Patel Chowk and
Janpath from Outer
Circle Connaught
Place to R/A Windsor
Place between 8.30 am
and 2 pm.

Members of various Hindu organisations shout slogans during Sankalp March from
Mandi House to Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 9.



Nusa Dua , Jul 09 (AP):

China's support for
Russia's war in Ukraine is
complicating US-Chinese
relations at a time when
they are already beset by
rifts and enmity over nu-
merous other issues, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told his Chinese
counterpart on Saturday.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi blamed
the US for the downturn
in relations and said that
American policy has been
derailed by what he called
a misperception of China
as a threat.

Many people believe
that the United States is
suffering from a China-
phobia, he said, according
to a Chinese statement. If
such threat-expansion is
allowed to grow, US policy
toward China will be a
dead end with no way out.

In five hours of talks in
their first-to-face meeting
since October, Blinken
said he expressed deep
concern about China's
stance on Russia's actions
in Ukraine and did not be-
lieve Beijing's protesta-
tions that it is neutral in
the conflict.

The talks had been
arranged in a new effort

to try to rein in or at least
manage rampant hostility
that has come to define re-
cent relations between
Washington and Beijing.

We are concerned about
the PRC's alignment with
Russia, Blinken told re-
porters after the meeting
in the Indonesian resort
of Bali. He said it is diffi-
cult to be neutral in a con-
flict in which there is a
clear aggressor but that
even it were possible, I
don't believe China is act-
ing in a way that is neu-
tral.

The Chinese statement
said the two sides had an
in-depth exchange of
views on Ukraine but pro-
vided no details.

The Biden administra-
tion had hoped that
China, with its long histo-
ry of opposing what it
sees as interference in its
own internal affairs,
would take a similar posi-
tion with Russia and
Ukraine. But it has not,
choosing instead what US
officials see as a hybrid
position that is damaging
the international rules-
based order.

Blinken said every na-
tion, China included,
stands to lose if that order
is eroded.

Nusa Dua , Jul 09 (AP):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met his
Chinese counterpart on
Saturday in a new effort
to try to rein in or at least
manage rampant hostility
that has come to define re-
cent relations between
Washington and Beijing.

Blinken and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
were holding talks in the
Indonesian resort of Bali,
a day after they both at-
tended a gathering of top
diplomats from the Group
of 20 rich and large devel-
oping countries that
failed to reach consensus
over Russia's war in
Ukraine and how to deal
with its impacts.

Wang and Blinken were
discussing a range of con-
tentious issues from tar-
iffs and trade and human
rights to Taiwan and dis-
putes in the South China
Sea. Just two days earlier,
the two countries' top mil-
itary officers had faced off
over Taiwan during a vir-
tual meeting.

In a relationship as
complex and consequen-
tial as the one between the
United States and China,
there is a lot to talk about
and I'm very much look-
ing forward to a produc-
tive, constructive conver-
sation, Blinken said as the
pair headed into the
closed-door meeting.

Wang said it is neces-
sary for the two countries
to maintain normal ex-
changes and to work to-
gether to ensure that this
relationship will continue
to move forward along the
right track. He echoed fre-

quent Chinese lines about
remaining committed to
the principles of mutual
respect, peaceful coexis-
tence and win-win cooper-
ation. That, he said,
"serves the interests of
the two countries and two
peoples. It is also the
shared aspiration of the
international community.

U.S. officials said ahead
of time they don't expect
any breakthroughs from
Blinken's talks with
Wang. But they said they
are hopeful the conversa-
tion can help keep lines of
communications open
and create guardrails to
guide the world's two
largest economies as they
navigate increasingly
complex and potentially
explosive matters.

The United States and
China have staked out in-
creasingly confrontation-
al positions, including on
Ukraine, that some fear
could lead to miscalcula-
tion and conflict. The
U.S. has watched warily
as China has refused to
criticize the Russian in-
vasion, while condemn-
ing Western sanctions
against Russia and ac-
cusing the U.S. and
NATO of provoking the
conflict.

The Biden administra-
tion had hoped that
China, with its long histo-
ry of opposing what it
sees as interference in its
own internal affairs,
would take a similar posi-
tion with Ukraine. But, it
has not, choosing instead
what U.S. officials see as a
hybrid position that is
damaging the interna-
tional rules-based order.
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Tokyo, Jul 09 (AP):

The body of Japan's for-
mer Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe was returned
to Tokyo on Saturday after
he was fatally shot during
a campaign speech in
western Japan a day earli-
er.

Abe was attacked in the
city of Nara and airlifted
to a local hospital but died
of blood loss despite emer-
gency treatment including
massive blood transfu-
sions.

Police arrested the at-
tacker, a former member
of Japan's navy, at the
scene on suspicion of mur-
der.

Police confiscated the
homemade gun he used,
and several others were
later found at his apart-
ment. The attacker told in-
vestigators he plotted the
shooting because he be-
lieved rumours that Abe
was connected to an or-
ganisation that he resents,
according to police.

Japanese media report-
ed that the man had devel-
oped hatred toward a reli-
gious group his mother
was devoted to.

The reports did not spec-
ify the group. A black

hearse carrying Abe's
body and accompanied by
his wife, Akie, arrived at
his home in Tokyo's up-
scale residential area of
Shibuya, where many
mourners waited and low-
ered their heads as the ve-
hicle passed.

Abe's assassination
ahead of Sunday's parlia-

mentary election shocked
the nation and raised
questions over whether se-
curity for the former
prime minister was ade-
quate. Police on Saturday
said autopsy results
showed that a bullet that
entered Abe's upper left
arm damaged arteries be-
neath both collar bones,

causing fatal massive
bleeding. Some observers
who watched videos of the
assassination on social
media and television
noted a lack of attention in
the open space behind Abe
as he spoke.

A former Kyoto prefec-
tural police investigator,
Fumikazu Higuchi, said

the footage suggested secu-
rity was sparse at the
event and insufficient for a
former prime minister.

It is necessary to investi-
gate why security allowed
Yamagami to freely move
and go behind Mr. Abe,
Higuchi told a Nippon TV
talk show.

Experts also said Abe
was more vulnerable
standing on the ground
level, instead of atop a
campaign vehicle, which
reportedly could not be
arranged because his visit
to Nara was hastily
planned the day before.

In videos circulating on
social media, the attacker,
identified as Tetsuya
Yamagami, 41, can be seen
with the homemade gun
hanging from his shoulder,
standing only a few metres
behind Abe across a busy
street, and continuously
glancing around.

A few minutes after Abe
stood at the podium and
started his speech as a
local party candidate and
their supporters stood and
waved to the crowd
Yamagami can be seen fir-
ing the first shot, which is-
sued a cloud of smoke, but
the projectile apparently
missed Abe.

Abe’s body arrives in Tokyo as
country mourns ex-PM’s death

People pray at a makeshift memorial near the scene where the former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
was shot while delivering his speech to support the Liberal Democratic Partys candidate during an
election campaign in Nara, Saturday, July 9.

Washington, Jul 09 (AP):

Two weeks after Russia
launched its invasion of
Ukraine, Kremlin-backed
rebels assaulted a nursing
home in the eastern region
of Luhansk.

Dozens of elderly and
disabled patients, many of
them bedridden, were
trapped inside without
water or electricity.

The March 11 assault set
off a fire that spread
throughout the facility, suf-
focating people who could-
n't move.

A small number of pa-
tients and staff escaped
and fled into a nearby for-
est, finally getting assis-
tance after walking for five
kilometers.

In a war awash in atroci-
ties, the attack on the nurs-
ing home near the village
of Stara Krasnyanka stood
out for its cruelty. And
Ukrainian authorities
placed the fault squarely
on Russian forces, accus-
ing them of killing more
than 50 vulnerable civil-
ians in a brutal and unpro-
voked attack.

But a new United
Nations report has found
that Ukraine's armed

forces bear a large, and per-
haps equal, share of the
blame for what happened
in Stara Krasnyanka,
which is about 580 kilome-
ters southeast of Kyiv.

A few days before the at-
tack, Ukrainian soldiers
took up positions inside
the nursing home, effec-
tively making the building
a target.

At least 22 of the 71 pa-
tients survived the assault,
but the exact number of
people killed remains un-
known, according to the
UN.

The report by the UN's
Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights doesn't conclude the
Ukrainian soldiers or the
Moscow-backed separatist
fighters committed a war
crime. But it said the battle
at the Stara Krasnyanka
nursing home is emblemat-
ic of the human rights of-
fice's concerns over the po-
tential use of human
shields to prevent military
operations in certain
areas. The aftermath of the
attack on the Stara
Krasnyanka home also
provides a window into
how both Russia and
Ukraine move quickly to

set the narrative for how
events are unfolding on the
ground even when those
events may still be shroud-
ed by the fog of war.

For Ukraine, maintain-
ing the upper hand in the
fight for hearts and minds
helps to ensure the contin-
ued flow of billions of dol-
lars in Western military
and humanitarian aid.

Russia's frequently in-
discriminate shelling of
apartment buildings, hos-
pitals, schools and theatres
has been the primary
cause of the war's thou-
sands of civilian casual-
ties. Ukraine and its allies,
including the United
States, have rebuked
Moscow for the deaths and
injuries and called for
those responsible to be
brought to justice.

But Ukraine also must
abide by the international
rules of the battlefield.
David Crane, a former US
Defence Department offi-
cial and a veteran of nu-
merous international war
crime investigations, said
the Ukrainian forces may
have violated the laws of
armed conflict by not evac-
uating the nursing home's
residents and staff.

Ukraine bears share
of blame for nursing

home attack: UN 

Kathmandu, Jul 09 (PTI):

For the first time, Nepal
has started exporting ce-
ment to India, with the ini-
tial consignment of 3,000
bags entering the neigh-
bouring country through a
check post bordering Uttar
Pradesh.

The Palpa Cement
Industries in Nawalparasi
district on Friday dis-
patched the first consign-
ment of cement to India
for the first time in history
through the Sunauli bor-
der.

The industrialists in
Nepal are excited about ex-
porting cement to India
after the government pro-
vided an eight per cent
subsidy for cement export
in the budget.

The Nawalparasi plant
has a capacity of produc-
ing 1,800 metric tonnes of
clinker and 3,000 metric
tonnes of cement every
day, according to Jeevan
Niraula, public relations
manager of Palpa
Industries.

Palpa, which produces
Tansen brand cement
under the banner of Palpa

Cement Industries
Limited, began exporting
cement to India after com-
pleting all the government
procedures, including
quality standards check.

The latest development
has paved the way for five
other cement industries
operating across Nepal to
export their products to
India. According to Nepal
Cement Producers'
Association, the
Himalayan nation has the
potential of exporting ce-
ment worth NRs.150 bil-
lion. Nepal's cement indus-
tries are facing problems
due to the lack of market
despite its huge potential.

Shekhar Agrawal, exec-
utive director of Palpa in-
dustries Limited, said that
with the export of cement
to India, Nepali products
can now compete with in-
ternational brands.

Keshav Bhandari, presi-
dent of the Nawalparasi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said the ex-
port of cement to India
along with the govern-
ment grant would help
boost the country's econo-
my.

Nepal starts exporting
cement to India for

the first time

HAJJ PILGRIMAGE

Muslim pilgrims cast stones in the symbolic stoning of the devil ritual during the Hajj pilgrimage, in Mina near the
city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Saturday, July 9.

US, China seek to calm rising
tensions on many fronts

Singapore, Jul 09 (PTI):

Authorities in Singapore
have arrested a 45-year-old
man for inciting violence
by posting a comment on
Facebook against Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
media reports said on
Saturday.

The threat was found in
the comments section of
web portal Channel News
Asia's Facebook page on a
post regarding the assassi-
nation of former Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe. Police said they re-
ceived a report at 3.10 pm
on Friday, regarding a
threat of inciting violence
against Prime Minister
Lee, the Straits Times
newspaper reported.

After investigations, po-
lice were able to establish

the identity of the
Facebook user and was ar-
rested, police said. A laptop,
a tablet and four mobile
phones were seized.

Police investigations are
ongoing, according to a
Channel News Asia report.

Anyone convicted of the
offence of making or com-
municating any electronic
record containing any in-
citement to violence faces
up to five years' jail, a fine,
or both, the report said.

Prime Minister Lee on
Friday slammed Abe's as-
sassination as a senseless
act of violence." Mr. Abe is
a good friend of Singapore.
I had just hosted him for
lunch in May, on my visit to
Tokyo. My thoughts and
prayers are with Mr. Abe
and his family," Lee said on
Facebook.

Man arrested in Singapore
for threatening PM Lee on

social media

US tells China its
support for Russia

complicates relations

‘’It is in our national in terest to con-
tinue to strengthen our fast growing
strategic economic and people-to-
people ties with India, while also
speaking forthrightly about human
rights and our democratic values.”
This was commented by Donald Lu,
Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Affairs, to the members
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in relation to Indo-Pacific
powers.
This statement is one of the direct
reflections of the India-US relations
in terms of defining alliance
amongst the global powers. In fact,
currently both India and the US are
in such a position where both the
countries need each other and in the
future, if proper diplomatic strate-
gies and cooperation can be main-
tained between both the countries,
there will be a win-win situation for
both the nations. On October 13,
1949, the then Prime Minister of
India, Jawaharlal Nehru visited the
United States of America to meet
the US President Harry S Truman.
But India’s neutrality in the Cold War
came as an important factor to por-
tray its leadership role through its
policy of Non-Alignment Movement,
which created constraints of distrust
in the India-US relations, and that
event can be regarded as one of the
very first event in the starting of US-
India ties post Indian Independence.
However, stepping into the 21st cen-
tury, the India-US relationship has
slowly taken a turn of “global-strate-

gic partnership” as both the coun-
tries share some common democrat-
ic values and similar interests in
bilateral, regional and global issues.
In fact, high-level political visits of
representatives of US to India and
vice-versa and exchange of dia-
logues have set a framework for
ever-expanding India-US engage-
ment. Currently, India-US engage-
ment has a multi-faceted dimension
to it which involves trade and invest-
ment, defence and security, educa-
tion, science and technology, cyber
security, high technology, environ-
ment, agriculture, health, etc.
Many bilateral dialogues have
already taken place between both
the countries in sectors like
Homeland Security, Financial and
Economic Partnership, Higher
Education Dialogue, Energy
Dialogue, etc. In fact, the initial two
meetings of the Strategic and
Commercial dialogue (at the level of
EAM & MOS) were held at
Washington DC in 2015 and New
Delhi in 2016. Moreover, India and
the US have also engaged into vari-
ous dialogues at political and official
levels on bilateral regional and glob-
al issues and back in September,
2015, a Policy Planning Dialogue was
also started between the two coun-
tries.
The India-US relationship has also
taken a major turn in terms of both
the countries’ desire to improve their
bilateral trade matters and rejuve-
nate the trade engagement by the
US-India Trade Policy Forum,
expanding trade relationships as
well as provide cooperation on dif-
ferent sets of issues. To further
enhance the relationship between
the two countries, both the countries
have forwarded three foundational
agreements, namely, LEMOA (for the
purpose of sharing of logistics),
BECA (for the purpose of geospatial
mapping), and COMCASA (for the
purpose of sharing of real-time
information for strong partnership).
Along with this, there have been

multiple coalitions between both the
countries in modern sectors like AI,
cyber, etc. The defence sector as
well has evolved as one of the major
pillars of India-US strategic partner-
ship. The signing of new framework
for India-US Defence Relation in
2005 further intensified defense
trade, personal exchanges, collabo-
ration and cooperation in maritime
security, counter piracy, etc. Other
defence dialogues between both the
countries include Defence Policy
Group, Senior Technology Security
Group, Joint Technical Groups,
Military Cooperation Groups, etc.
Added to this, India and the US also
took a couple of days’ naval exercise
in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region
to display their growing defence and
military partnership.
In terms of Space Research and
Collaboration, the NASA and ISRO
are also collaborating together, so
as to enhance the proper manage-
ment of natural resources as well as
prepare for disasters. India and US
have also come together for the pur-
pose of maintenance of clean ener-
gy, keeping in mind the advanced
American technology and the fast-
growing Indian Energy Market. As
such, both the countries have
planned to bring in changes to the
current Energy Cooperation
Framework. The US President has
already invited 40 countries of the
world to the Leaders Summit on
Climate, and India being one of the
invited countries, must portray the
contribution the country wants to
give in order to achieve the goal of a
stronger climate. The mutual coop-
eration between both the countries
is visible in the field of education as
well and it has been an integral part
of the relationship between the two
countries. The Higher Education
Dialogue has already created the
path for promoting research and
development, partnership in vocal
education, junior faculty develop-
ment as well as institutional partner-
ships. In fact, India is also gathering

knowledge from the US in order to
meet the increasing demand of its
skill development. The Global
Initiative of Academic Networks can
be considered a big milestone in this
regard, as with this, 1,000 American
academicians shall be invited to
teach in Indian universities at their
convenience to further strengthen
the ties via education.
Indians also form an important part
of the American population and as
such, both the countries have been
working together to facilitate travel
of their respective citizens. Along
with this, the Indian population
residing in America acts as a cata-
lyst in further strengthening India-
US ties. India and the US also share
an attractive cultural cooperation
and already in many universities of
America, there are India-focused
educational programmes and many
private institutions of America also
teach Indian Cultural Arts. The two
countries also announced their deci-
sion to celebrate 2017 as Travel and
Tourism Partner Countries. Last but
not the least, the Indian media too
holds a strong place in the US and
many newspapers and media organi-
zations like PTI, IANS, Times of
India, The Hindu, etc., have corre-
spondents in Washington DC and
many other cities. 
Therefore, it can be concluded that
the India-US relations have evolved
significantly over the years and
development of bilateral ties in dif-
ferent sectors like trade and com-
merce, security and defence, educa-
tion and research, etc., clearly indi-
cate that the two countries are con-
stantly working and willing to
improve the relations to set a new
benchmark in international diploma-
cy. But in the current context, the
two countries via bilateral ties
should also consider coming into a
common platform to solve socio-
economic as well as geo-political
issues with a common notion, which
would further elevate the impor-
tance of India-US ties.
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Abe a great leader
Former Prime Minister

(PM) Shinzo Abe (67),
Japan’s longest-serving
leader, is no more. He was
being shot while cam-
paigning for the upcom-
ing Upper House elec-
tions, near the Yamato-
Saidaiji Station in Nara
City. As per media
Tetsuyo Yamagami, who
was dissatisfied with
Shinzo Abe, opened fire
with an apparently home-
made gun. Abe fell to the
ground and was bleeding
from the chest. The shoot-
ing of former PM Shinzo
Abe has shocked the
world, because Japan is a
country with one of the
world’s lowest rates of
gun crime due to its strict
laws on gun ownership.
Gun violence is extreme-
ly rare in Japan. In 2018,
Japan, a country of 125
million people, only re-
ported nine deaths from
firearms — compared
with 39,740 that year in
the United States (even
India was ranked third in
terms of gun-related
homicides, and over 90
per cent of the cases in-
volved the use of unli-
censed weapons). A true
statesman who catapult-
ed Indo-Japanese broth-
erhood and trust to an all-
time high. Who forget, he
financed Bombay -
Ahmedabad bullet train
50,000 crores. Repayable
in 50 years or more with
.01% interest? Sad the
state of the world. Unable
to understand what
Tetsuyo Yamagami
would benefit from this
move? PM Narendra
Modi mourns the death of
Japan’s Shinzo Abe and
declares one-day national
mourning to be observed
on 9 July. My condolences
to his family, friends and
to all Japan nationals.
Om Shanthi. Rest In
Peace.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Johnson’s resignation
UK PM Boris

Johnson’s resignation
was expected after the
resignations of two sen-
ior ministers of his cabi-
net. But the interesting
thing is a morality tale
that has lessons for
democracies, how a
leader who just over two
years led his party to a
landslide parliamentary
majority, squandered so
much political capital so
fast. Even the most ar-
dent of Boris Johnson
will have to agree that his
authority has been se-
verely dented. The mes-
sage here is that even
leaders with mammoth
mandates need to be
mindful of the fact that
the office needs to com-
mand at least a measure
of respect and authority.

SK Panesar, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Japan is a democracy, so the murder of the former prime minister Shinzo
Abe is an attack on democracy. Abe was a political blueblood groomed
for power. Japan’s longest serving prime minister, he was also perhaps
the most polarising, complex politician in recent Japanese history. Abe,
who was assassinated Friday, angered both liberals at home and World
War II victims in Asia with his hawkish push to revamp the military and
his revisionist view that Japan was given an unfair verdict by history for
its brutal past. At the same time, he revitalised Japan’s economy, led
efforts for the nation to take a stronger role in Asia and served as a rare
beacon of political stability before stepping down two years ago for
health reasons. Abe was attacked in Nara during a campaign for Liberal
Democratic Party candidates in Sunday’s Upper House election. He was
shot twice in the chest from behind allegedly by a Nara resident who was
seized at the scene and taken into custody. Abe reportedly went into
cardiac arrest while being airlifted to a local hospital, where he eventu-
ally succumbed to his injuries. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida called the
shooting “a heinous act … barbaric, malicious, and it cannot be tolerat-
ed”. Thankfully, acts of political violence are rare in Japan. Aum
Shinrikyo was the last major terror group to wage war against the coun-
try, releasing sarin gas on Tokyo subways in 1995, which killed 13 people,
seriously injured 54 others and affected 980 more. The most prominent
political assassination in contemporary Japan occurred in 1960 when a
rightist attacked the socialist leader Inejiro Asanuma. In 1978, a man
attempted to kill then-Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira, but he only min-
gled with reporters outside the Prime Minister’s Office and never actu-
ally got close to Ohira. In the two latter cases, the weapon was a sword
and a knife. The only time a politician has been attacked in modern-day
Japan with a gun was in 1992 when Shin Kanemaru, an LDP heavyweight
and the deputy prime minister was attacked, but was not injured.
Mercifully, guns remain a rarity in Japan. In fact, this country has one of
the lowest rates of gun violence in the world. The assassination of Abe
will have a resounding effect on Japan. While outsiders might think of
him as a former politician, he maintained immense influence at home.
He led the largest faction in the Liberal Democratic Party, and at just 67,
was still in his prime. Many speculated he could have taken another run
at the premiership. Even if he didn’t, Abe was certainly in place to help
decide the next prime minister. One thing seems certain: July 8 is a day
that will scar Japan forever. For India, he was a dear friend who put bilat-
eral ties on fast track. With a ‘tilak’ on his forehead and a ‘puja thali’ in
his hands, Abe’s picture attending the ‘Ganga Aarti’ alongside Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the fabled Dashashwamedh Ghat in Varanasi
in 2015 symbolised his ‘India connect’ and reflected the very special
bond he shared with the country. The former Japanese Prime Minister’s
special ties with India is also evident from the fact that he was given the
Padma Vibhushan — India’s second-highest civilian award - in 2021. In
2007, Abe became the first-ever Japanese PM to address a joint session
of the Indian Parliament. During his trip to India in 2017, Abe visited
Ahmedabad, the hallmark of which was the laying of the foundation of
India’s first bullet train project at a cost of Rs 1.1 trillion.

Shinzo Abe’s assassination:
An attack on democracy
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Army personnel carry out the rescue operation in the cloudburst affected areas near the Amarnath cave shrine,
J & K, Saturday, July 9. 

India-US ties: A benchmark of global diplomacy

RESCUE OPERATION

BISHALDEEP KAKATI 

People who regularly fast are less
likely to experience severe complica-
tions from Covid-19, suggests a study.
Intermittent fasting has previously
shown to have a host of health bene-
fits, including lowering the risk of di-
abetes and heart disease. The find-
ings, published week in BMJ
Nutrition, Prevention & Health,
showed that Covid patients who prac-
tised regular water-only intermittent
fasting had lower risk of hospitalisa-
tion or dying due to the virus than pa-
tients who did not. “Intermittent fast-
ing has already shown to lower in-
flammation and improve cardiovascu-
lar health. In this study, we’re finding
additional benefits when it comes to
battling an infection of Covid-19 in pa-
tients who have been fasting for
decades,” said Benjamin Horne, direc-
tor of cardiovascular and genetic epi-
demiology at Intermountain
Healthcare in the US. In the study, re-
searchers identified 205 patients who
had tested positive for the virus be-
tween March 2020 and February 2021
— before vaccines were widely avail-
able. Of these, 73 said they regularly
fasted at least once a month.
Researchers found that those who

practised regular fasting had a lower
rate of hospitalisation or death due to
coronavirus.“Intermittent fasting
was not associated with whether or
not someone tested positive Covid-19,
but it was associated with lower sever-
ity once patients had tested positive
for it,” Horne said.

While Horne said that more re-
search is needed to understand why
intermittent fasting is associated with
better Covid outcomes, he said it’s
most likely due to a host of ways that
it affects the body.

For example, fasting reduces in-
flammation, especially since hyperin-
flammation is associated with poor
Covid-19 outcomes. In addition, after
12 to 14 hours of fasting, the body
switches from using glucose in the
blood to ketones, including linoleic
acid.

Patients suffering from ascites—a
condition in which fluid collects in
spaces within the abdomen—can be
treated by Ayurvedic poly-herbal drug
that has potential not only to slow down
the progression of chronic kidney dis-
ease but also restore normalcy in func-
tional parameters of the vital organ, a
team of researchers has claimed. In a
study published in latest issue of
Journal of Ayurveda and Integrated
Medical Sciences, Assistant Professor
Komala A, Siddesh Aradhyamath and
researcher Mallinath IT from JSS
Ayurveda Medical College and Hospital
in Karnataka gave a range of
Ayurvedic formulations along with
AIMIL Pharmaceutical’s innovation
Neeri KFT for impaired kidneys.

“A dose of 20 ml of this ayurvedic for-
mulation daily—morning and
evening—was given for a month,” the
researchers said, adding the outcome
was positive.

The herbal drug not only helped pro-
tecting the kidneys of the patients from
further damage due to the condition
but also helped excreting the collected
fluid from their abdomen.

The consumption of herbal formula-
tion had flushed out fluid from the ab-
domen through the urinary tract, said
the researchers.

The NEERI-KFT, a herbal medicine

extracted from plants, is composed of
herbs such as Punarnava, Varun,
Sigru, Sariva, Makoi and Sirish, also
known for their diuretic properties.

Sanchit Sharma from AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals told IANS that in the
past few years Neeri KFT has proven to
be effective in strengthening the kidney
as well as clearing toxic fluids from the
body. Ascites usually occurs when the
liver stops working properly or it mal-
functions, leading to a build-up of fluid
in the space between the abdominal lin-
ing and the organs.

Ascites is the most common compli-
cation of cirrhosis (scarring of the
liver). It affects around 60 per cent of
people with cirrhosis within 10 years of
their diagnosis, and the two-year sur-
vival rate is 50 per cent.

Intermittent fasting may help
reduce complications from Covid-19

Ayurvedic drug can help kidney recovery

The safety of passengers and flight crew is the most important aspect of
aviation safety. Recurring incidents of mid-flight snags have put the spot-
light on the maintenance of airworthiness of aircraft by some airliners in
India. Aviation regulator -Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
served a show-cause notice to an airliner for recurring mid-flight incidents
but a stricter surveillance regime for safety oversight by the regulator is
crucial to retain the confidence of passengers about on-board safety.
Implementation of a set of recommendations by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture has assumed
greater significance given the several incidents related to aircraft opera-
tions. The panel in its report on “Issues related to Safety in Civil Aviation
Sector” presented to the parliament on March 31 flagged several issues of
aviation safety and came up with recommendations to address them. The
committee recommended that the DGCA must regularly coordinate with
the Airport Authority of India (AAI), various airport operators and airline
operators and ensure the implementation of its specifications and guide-
lines regarding aviation safety. It also underlined the need for installation
and use of state-of-art technology for the prevention of aircraft accidents/
malfunctioning. The Ministry of Civil Aviation informed the committee
about the processes that are put in place in line with the standards laid
down by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) for ensuring
the safety of air transport operations. One of the processes, states the
panel’s report, is that during the validity of the Certificate of Airworthiness
of aircraft, officers of DGCA monitor routine maintenance, major checks
and significant defects through spot checks and surveillance. The mainte-
nance of aircraft is required to be carried out by an organization specifical-
ly approved by DGCA for the purpose. For approval, an organization
requires proper infrastructure, appropriate tools including special tools,
updated manufacturer’s documents and aircraft maintenance engineers
holding appropriate licences for the maintenance work. Aircraft
Maintenance Organisations are approved for specific ‘Scope of Work’ and
approval is valid for five years. The approvals are renewed after an inspec-
tion to ensure that the capability of the organisation has not deteriorated.
The organisation is required to show that they have carried out an internal
audit and have rectified the deficiencies found during their internal audit, it
adds. The parliamentary panel recommended that the Ministry may review
the efficiency of the mechanism presently in place for implementation of
the processes recommended by ICAO for the safety of air transport opera-
tions, from time to time so that these processes are implemented by the
concerned organizations in letter and spirit. The Ministry also informed the
committee that for the maintenance of aircraft, the manufacturer of the
aircraft provides detailed procedures including timelines for carrying out
the maintenance which forms part of the approved maintenance pro-
gramme of the operator. On detection of a fault, the fault is corrected
based on the manufacturer’s recommendation and the aircraft thereby
maintains continuous airworthiness for continuing operations. Upon com-
pletion of the maintenance, the aircraft is released by an appropriately
licensed maintenance engineer to certify that all checks due on the aircraft
have been carried out by the manufacturer’s maintenance manual and any
faults/ malfunctions have been duly rectified, informs the ministry.
Implementing the Committee’s recommendation that the frequency of the
inspections, audits, spot checks etc. carried out by DGCA may be increased
to ensure that the guidelines and instructions issued by DGCA are timely
implemented by the concerned organisations can help the regulator to
identify the gaps in time. The committee also raised the issue of long delays
in the submission of final reports on aircraft accidents and pointed out that
accidents such as runway accidents for similar reasons could be avoided if
reasons are known at the earliest and steps are taken promptly to prevent
a recurrence. The committee recommended prescribing a strict timeline for
submission of final reports of accident investigation which is a pragmatic
approach to deal with such issues related to safety oversight. Another gap
identified by the panel is the low budget of only Rs 1 crore allocated to the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau against the projected requirement of
Rs. 4.40 crore for the current financial year. In addition to higher budgetary
allocation, prioritizing the committee’s recommendation that the Ministry
of Civil Aviation may ensure that the methodologies adopted and technolo-
gy used by AAIB for the investigation of aircraft accidents are at par with
the best global standards, so that the actual reasons that caused an acci-
dent can be identified and necessary corrective measures can be taken to
prevent recurrence is critical to assuring passengers, pilots and flight crew
about their safety. Flagging the safety oversight issues does not require
pressing the panic button, but DGCA reassures passengers about the air-
worthiness of aircraft, maintenance of all safety norms by airliners is criti-
cal to prevent safety concerns from impeding growth of the aviation sector.

Tightening flight safety norms

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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BRIEF

IIFL Wealth
Management

New Delhi: IIFL
Wealth Management
on Friday paid a set-
tlement amount of
over Rs 3 crore to mar-
kets regulator Sebi to
settle a case pertain-
ing to violations of
regulatory norms.
The company was al-
leged to have violated
stock brokers’ regula-
tion as well as PFUTP
(Prohibition of
Fraudulent and
Unfair Trade
Practices) regulations.
It was alleged that
IIFL Wealth
Management and IIFL
Securities Ltd know-
ingly manipulated the
reference price of
Alkem Laboratories
for a block deal.

BuildNext 
Kochi: BuildNext, a
Kochi based tech-en-
abled home builder
has raised 3.5 million
dollars in a ‘pre-series
A’ funding led by
Pidilite Industries’.
BuildNext has also se-
cured funding from
existing investors
Konglo Ventures and
FatEngine among oth-
ers. The company, in a
release said, it aims to
use the capital from
the latest round of
funding to further ex-
pand its R&D capabili-
ties and upgrade its
Virtual Reality tech-
nology experience
centres. It also plans
to expand into new
markets Bengaluru,
Chennai and
Coimbatore while
strengthening its
foothold in its existing
ones.

D-Mart Q1 
profit jumps 

New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported over six-fold
jump in its consolidat-
ed net profit to Rs
642.89 crore for the
quarter ended on
June 30, 2022, helped
by a “very good recov-
ery” in overall sales
and a comparative low
YoY base. The compa-
ny had posted a net
profit of Rs 95.36 crore
in the April-June
quarter a year ago,
said Avenue
Supermarts in a BSE
filing. Its revenue
from operations was
up 93.66 per cent to Rs
10,038.07 crore during
the quarter under re-
view against Rs
5,183.12 crore in the
corresponding quar-
ter last fiscal.

MMTC
New Delhi: State-
owned mining and
metals firm MMTC on
Friday reported a con-
solidated net profit of
Rs 118.38 crore for the
fourth quarter ended
March against a loss
of Rs 597.17 crore in
the year-ago period.
During the January-
March quarter, its
total income stood at
Rs 2,260.81 crore com-
pared to Rs 9,314.17
crore, according to a
regulatory filing.

Tata Motors 
New Delhi: Tata
Motors on Saturday
said it has increased
prices of its passenger
vehicle range with im-
mediate effect to par-
tially offset the impact
of rising input costs.
A weighted average
increase in price of
0.55 per cent will come
into effect starting
Saturday across the
range, depending
upon the variant and
model, the home-
grown auto major said
in a statement.

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Already battered by ris-
ing prices of essentials
ranging from fruits and
vegetables to edible oil and
electricity, record high
rates of cooking gas LPG
have added to the woes of
the common man, espe-
cially the lower strata.

LPG rates this week
were hiked by Rs 50 per
14.2-kg cylinder, taking the
total increase in last one
year to Rs 244 or 30 per
cent. Non-subsidised LPG
— the price that all house-
holds except the poor
women beneficiaries of
the Ujjwala scheme pay, is
now at Rs 1,053 per 14.2 kg
cylinder. Ujjwala benefici-
aries have to pay Rs 853.

“LPG is smokeless but
still it is bringing us
tears,” rued M Mallika, a
38-year-old homemaker in
Tenali town of Andhra
Pradesh. “In three
months, the price has in-
creased by Rs 150 per

cylinder without taxes and
overall it is about Rs 160. A
cylinder is now Rs 1,075 (in
Andhra Pradesh). It is cer-
tainly a heavy burden,”
she said.

Fuel rates vary from
state to state depending on
the incidence of local
taxes such as VAT.

The increase in prices
has particularly affected
the lower income group
such as housemaids, driv-
ers, security guards, daily
wagers, salesmen and

waiters who earn between
Rs 10,000 to 15,000 per
month. The cooking fuel
bill alone is around 10 per
cent of their earnings.

“It’s quite difficult for us
to afford cooking gas cylin-
ders these days. Every
month the price of domes-
tic gas cylinders is hiked,
making our home budget
bill even more difficult to
balance... we are looking at
alternate ways of cook-
ing...maybe solar, maybe
something else,” said

Nupur Dasgupta, an SBI
employee and resident of
Kolkata’s Golpark area.

Swapna Mukherjee, a
homemaker in Dumdum
in Kolkata, said she was
thinking of using a
kerosene stove alongside
cooking gas stoves to keep
a check on her monthly ex-
penses.

“Our monthly expenses
have gone up drastically
and it is becoming tough.
We require two gas cylin-
ders in one month, but I
think we will surrender
one connection and start
using kerosene again,” she
said. Parki Mehra (40), a
private school teacher
from Ambala in Haryana,
said the price hike of do-
mestic LPG cylinders has
impacted middle-class
families like hers. The
mother of two school-
going children says her
family has cut down on ex-
penses on other non-essen-
tial items to manage the
household budget.

‘Smokeless’ LPG bringing tears to
eyes as prices rise 30 pc in one year New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Exuding confidence that
the price situation will
gradually improve in the
second half of the current
fiscal, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Saturday said the central
bank would continue to
take monetary measures
to anchor inflation with a
view to achieving strong
and sustainable growth.

Inflation is a measure of
the trust and confidence
that the public reposes in
the economic institutions
of the country, Das said
while speaking at the inau-
gural Kautilya Economic
Conclave.

“Overall, at this point of
time, with the supply out-
look appearing favourable
and several high frequen-
cy indicators pointing to
resilience of the recovery
in the first quarter (April-
June) of 2022-23, our cur-
rent assessment is that in-
flation may ease gradually
in the second half of 2022-
23, precluding the chances

of a hard landing in
India,” the Governor said.

Noting that price stabili-
ty is key to maintaining
macroeconomic and finan-
cial stability, he said the
central bank will under-
take measures for preserv-
ing and fostering macro-
economic stability.

“While factors beyond
our control may affect in-
flation in the short run, its
trajectory over the medi-
um-term is determined by
monetary policy.
Therefore, monetary poli-
cy must take timely ac-
tions to anchor inflation
and inflation expectations
so as to place the economy

on a strong and sustain-
able growth pedestal.

“We will continue to cal-
ibrate our policies with
the overarching goal of
preserving and fostering
macroeconomic stability,”
he said.

Das noted that the
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) in its
April and June meetings
revised the projection of
inflation for 2022-23 in two
stages to 6.7 per cent, tak-
ing stock of the evolving
developments and with in-
flation pressures getting
generalised.

About three-fourths of
the revision in June was
on account of geopolitical
spillovers to food prices,
he said, adding the MPC
also decided to increase
the policy repo rate by 40
bps and 50 bps in May and
June, respectively.

This was on top of the 40
basis points (bps) effective
rate hike through the in-
troduction of the Standing
Deposit Facility (SDF) at
3.75 per cent.

Inflation may ease gradually in second
half of fiscal, says RBI Governor Das

Gurugram, Jul 09:
Strengthening its hold in
125cc segment with un-
matched quality & reliabil-
ity, Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI)
today announced that
Honda’s Shine has
achieved the prestigious
milestone of 20 lac cus-
tomers in Central states of
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Honda’s
journey in achieving 20
Lac Shine motorcycle cus-
tomers in Central India

Growing pillar to pillar
through the years, over 10
Lac customers joined the
Honda Shine family in a
span of 10 years. However,
delivering on its promise
of matchless quality and
service, HMSI has taken

just 6 years to welcome the
recent 10 Lac customers.

Thanking customers
and speaking on this land-
mark feat, Mr. Atsushi
Ogata – Managing
Director, President & CEO,
Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India said, “We
are immensely thankful to
our 2Million-strong Shine
family in Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and
Chhattisgarh. With a
growing shift in demand
for 125cc motorcycle seg-
ment, Honda Shine truly
brings a holistic com-
muter offering for its cus-
tomers. Complementing
this experience further, we
have over 1200 Honda
2Wheeler touchpoints tak-
ing care of our customers’
comprehensive needs.

Honda Shine 
continues its reign 

New Delhi, Jul 09:

Celebrating and hon-
ouring India’s rich history,
MMTC-PAMP, India’s only
London Bullion Market
Association (LBMA) Good
Delivery gold & silver re-
finery, has introduced its
new range of exquisitely
crafted 24k 999 coins which
feature 3D embossed King
and Queen Designs. The
coins feature high relief
portrayals of a King and
Queen on a mirror fin-
ished coin and are now
available at Anand Jewels
who are known across
Raipur for their wide
range of jewellery and
high standards of quality
in gold and silver products.
The designs are available
in 24K 999.9 purest 8gm

gold (also called a guinea
in India), and 999.9 purest
silver oval shaped coins in
20gm and 50 gm.
Celebrating the rich and
diverse history of India,
these coins are exquisitely
crafted with Swiss
Craftsmanship and etched
with the faces of royalty
from across cultures.
Speaking on the launch,
Vikas Singh, Managing
Director and CEO, MMTC-
PAMP said, “At MMTC-
PAMP we always strive to
offer culturally relevant
and exquisitely crafted
products to our customers.
We are pleased to present
24K 999.9 purest gold
guinea featuring royalty
that has been part of
India’s wedding gifting tra-
dition for ages.

MMTC-PAMP brings 
its special edition 999.9
purest gold and silver 

New Delhi, Jul 09

(PTI):

India must grow by at
least 8-10 per cent over
the next 25 years so that
the it is able to lift the av-
erage income of people
and create more jobs,
Singapore Senior
Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam said
on Friday.

He delivered the first
first Arun Jaitley
Memorial Lecture, which
was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
among other dignitaries.

“To do both at the same
time — to lift per capita
income significantly and
to create many more jobs
for the larger population
— you need an 8-10 per

cent growth, that is the
minimum that has to be
achieved in the next 25
y e a r s , ”
Shanmugaratnam said.
He also said India needs
to focus both on produc-
tivity and job growth.

“You need the produc-
tive growth because it’s
the only way in which in-
comes are going to grow
but you need a lot more
job growth and it can be

achieved,” he said.
He also said that India

will have to increase its
pace of reforms and re-
orient the role of the gov-
ernment to deal with the
challenges that the coun-
try might face in the next
25 years.

Stressing that India
should not move away
from multilateralism, he
said globalisation pro-
vides a huge opportunity
for the Indian economy.

Those who say that
globalisation is retreat-
ing have been proven
wrong as global trade has
increased post COVID
and has surpassed pre-
COVID level,
Shanmugaratnam said,
adding that India needs
to focus on agriculture as
it is very critical.

India needs to grow 8-10% over next 25 years
to create more jobs: Shanmugaratnam

Gwalior, Jul 09 (PTI):

Stating that steel plays a
major role in the country’s
economy, newly-appointed
Union Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Friday said India’s steel
production will double
from the current 120 mil-
lion tonnes to 240 million
tonnes in the next eight
years.

“In any country’s eco-
nomic development, steel
makes an important con-
tribution. Today India is
the second largest produc-
er of steel in the world
with 120 MT production. I
am confident that the tar-
get that we have set to dou-
ble it to 240 MT in next
eight years will be done,”
Scindia told reporters
here, 24 hours after taking

additional charge as the
steel minister.

“I have taken charge of
the steel ministry yester-
day only and I am not the
one who starts lecturing
without understanding
the sector. I will take some
time to understand the
ministry and the sector,”
Scindia added, while ex-
pressing gratitude to-

wards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
leaders for reposing faith
in him.

The middle and small
scale industries also play a
major role in the steel sec-
tor, accounting for nearly
50-52 per cent production
through their nearly 3,000
units, he said. “I will en-
sure that the production of

steel in the country will
enhance by taking medi-
um and small industries
along with the large
units,” he said.

Scindia said steel plays a
major role in industries
like construction and au-
tomobiles.

When asked about his
plans for the sector,
Scindia said he will not
comment until he discuss-
es the matter with subject
experts to understand the
industry.

“I don’t believe in mak-
ing comments but on solid
work. So far, only 24 hours
are over of my taking over
the charge and I am not
aware of everything. Give
me some time, as you have
given me when I became
the civil aviation minis-
ter,” he said.

India to double steel production 
in eight years to 240 MT: Scindia

Chennai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Organisations should
focus heavily on up-
skilling and re-skilling
their employees and hire
people for attitude more
than skills, noted industri-
alist and president of All
India Management
Association C K
Ranganathan said.

At the 20th Madras
Management Association
Award and Managerial
Excellence function held
here recently, he said the
changing consumer be-
haviour and adaption to
digitisation should be the
top priorities for organisa-
tions.

Ranganathan, chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of consumer goods
major CavinKare Ltd sug-

gested, “organisations
must focus heavily on up-
skilling and re-skilling
their employees and hire
people for attitude, more
than skills.

Employees joining an
organisation must be fast
learners and agile in their

approach,” he said in a
press release.

Wabtec Corporation
senior vice president and
region leader Sujatha
Narayan said, “setting the
strategy, ensuring execu-
tional excellence and tak-
ing care of people are the

three pillars on which a
sound organisation should
be built.” The manage-
ment must build a good
team and leave the execu-
tion part to it, she said.

“In Wabtec, we have no
individual awards. We give
awards only to teams and
more so, for cross-func-
tional teams,” she said.

Murugappa Group com-
pany Carborundum
Universal Ltd (CUMI) and
TANFAC Industries
bagged the top honours
under the manufacturing
category, while NTECL
Ltd — a joint venture be-
tween National Thermal
Power Corporation Ltd
and Tamil Nadu
Generation and
Distribution Corporation
(TANGEDCO) won award
in the services category.

Organisations should focus on 
up-skilling employees: CK Ranganathan

Kolkata, Jul 09 (PTI):

The government on
Saturday introduced certi-
fication of authenticity for
jute products with the un-
veiling of “Jute Mark
India” logo by the Union
Textile Secretary U P
Singh. It is an initiative to
promote and protect Indian
jute products, Singh said.
“The Jute Mark India
(JMI) scheme will provide
the collective identity and
assurance on origin and
quality for traditional jute
and jute products. The JMI
would therefore be a hall-
mark of powerful creative
work that defines the jute
product with quality, dis-
tinguishes it from competi-
tion and connects it with
customers,” a National
Jute Board statement said.
The certification is expect-
ed to boost domestic mar-

ket and exports of jute
products from India. Each
Jute Mark label will con-
tain a unique QR code and
by scanning it, customers
can learn about the produc-
er. National Jute Board is
the nodal agency of the
Union textiles ministry, re-
sponsible for the promo-
tion of jute and jute prod-
ucts in India and abroad.

JMI was implemented
under an umbrella scheme
for development and pro-
motion of the jute sector
between FY’22 and FY’26
with a total financial out-
lay of Rs 485.58 crore by the
Centre. Exports of Jute
goods from India during
2020-21 were worth Rs 2740
crore (USD370 million) and
those of jute diversified
products were valued at Rs
1261 crore, constituting 46
per cent of the total value
of jute goods exports.

Govt launches Jute Mark logo
to promote Indian golden fibre

Trends presents
fashion sale 

Balod, Jul 09 : Trends ,
India’s largest fashion re-
tailer, known for its on-
trend, freshest styles and
high-on fashion is all set
to get India to fashion up
with the hottest fashion
sale – Trends Shopping
Festival. Trends is all
geared up to bring to its
customers the best of
fashion and brands True
to its name, the Trends
Shopping Festival is the
fashion’s biggest sale to
date with up to 50%  off
on the 10000 styles of
Men’s wear , Kids wear
and Women’s wear .
Leaving no stone un-
turned and giving the
most compelling reasons –
unheard offers with re-
duced prices, assured
gifts, rewards and points -
to customers across the
country, the Trends
Shopping festival  Sale  is
hard-to-miss .

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

India is ready to raise
thermal and coking coal
imports from Russia to 40
million tonnes tonnes by
2035, provided logistics
issues are fixed, a
Russian official said.

The statement assumes
significance as several
parts of India had wit-
nessed power outrages in
the wake of coal short-
ages in the summer
months of April and May.

“The volumes of sup-
plies to India have in-
creased. No more than 7
million tonnes used to be
delivered there. There ex-
ists an intergovernmen-
tal memorandum on cok-
ing coal, they are also in-
terested in thermal coal.

“With all transport is-

sues solved, India is
ready to purchase 40 mil-
lion tonnes by 2035,
which means a five-fold
increase,” Head of the
Russian Energy
Ministry’s Coal Industry
Department Petr Bobylev
said, according to
Russian news agency
TASS.

While thermal coal is
widely used as the princi-
ple means of generating
electricity, coking coal is
an essential input for
production of iron and
steel.

As per data provided
by the Central
Dispatching Department
of Fuel Energy Complex,
Russia exported 214.37
MT of coal last year.

Earlier, the Indian gov-
ernment had approved a

pact between India and
Russia regarding cooper-
ation on coking coal, a
key steel making raw ma-
terial, for which domes-
tic players remain de-
pendent on imports from
a select group of coun-
tries.

Around 85 per cent of
India’s coking coal de-
mand is met through im-
ports.

The cooperation with
Russia will help India re-
duce its dependence on
far-located countries like
Australia, South Africa,
Canada and the US for
sourcing of coking coal.
It will also reduce per-
tonne cost of steel pro-
duction, as Russia is geo-
graphically closer com-
pared to the said coun-
tries.

India may increase coal imports from
Russia to 40 MT by 2035: Russian official

ACROSS

1. Young sheep

5. Keyboard instrument

10. Bottle tops

14. Europe’s neighbor

15. Hollywood award

16. Not written

17. Writing utensils

18. Apache, e.g.

19. “____ Lisa”

20. Of sound mind

21. Tablets

22. Truckers’ vehicles

23. ____ Murphy of “Shrek”

25. Tack on

26. Had being

28. Set free

31. Keyboard wood

33. Certain connectors

38. Chorus voice

39. Fable writer

41. False god

42. Legible

44. Disparaging

45. Answering machine item

48. Media mogul ____ Turner

49. Soul

53. Math proportion

55. Surrendered

56. Bucket

58. Metric weight

61. Locale

62. Chest

63. Fishing string

64. Perjurer

65. Modify

66. Cereal grains

67. Building extensions

68. Sheriff’s group

69. Bullring cries

DOWN

1. Drinks like a dog

2. Between ports

3. Saint Paul’s state

4. Stationed

5. Savory pastry (2 wds.)

6. Tel Aviv’s locale

7. Tart

8. Catches

9. Crude mineral

10. Tailed celestial body

11. Fragrance

12. Sudden fright

13. Cut roughly

22. Pace

24. Waterless

25. Urgent abbr.

26. ____ and tear

27. Competent
29. Relieves
30. Hullabaloo
32. Indicate agreement
34. Soft metal
35. Opinion piece
36. Took a cab
37. Toboggan
39. Aid and ____
40. Overhead trains
43. In the center of
44. Fixed
46. Gets up
47. In abundance
49. Piano exercise
50. Risk
51. Utopian
52. Raises children
54. Ice house
56. Horseback game
57. Fine ____
59. Poker term
60. Untidy condition
62. Hit lightly
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Something is happening nearby, Aquarius,

and you want to participate. You could feel

like you have one foot in this world and one

in another. The floodgates of intense com-

munication could open between you and a

close friend or love partner. A tight spiritu-

al bond exists between you, and you’ll real-

ly feel the effects of it now. It will almost be

like you can read each other’s minds!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a great day to develop any latent
talents you’ve wanted to explore, Pisces,
particularly those involving the arts. You
might want to try working with friends
who have the same talent. This could not
only lead to some good advice but also
bring you two closer. However, this isn’t a
good day to deal with practical paperwork,
so let that sort of thing go for a little while.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might feel especially artistic,
particularly regarding the visual arts. A lot
of exalted ideas could come your way,
Aries, perhaps inspired by the masters of
the past. This is a great day to pay atten-
tion to music and art. Friends who share
your interest might want to explore these
things with you, if possible. Take time to
write down your thoughts since you’ll
want to remember them. Enjoy!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’re a deep thinker by nature, Taurus, and
today your mind may not be in this world.
Books on psychology and metaphysics could
be appealing. Churches, meditation centers,
and other places with a spiritual orientation
could seem especially attractive. You might
attend a program or workshop there, if pos-
sible, but mostly you’ll just want to be alone
with your thoughts. Write down any insights,
as you’ll want to remember them later.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Events taking place at churches, meditation

centers, and other places with a spiritual ori-

entation could draw you near, Gemini. You

might want to attend a service or program at

one of them, if possible. Don’t be surprised if

some profound insights come to you that shed

some light on a current situation you might be

dealing with. Write them down or you might

forget them later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It’s likely that the previous few days have

been especially hectic, Cancer. Today you’re

apt to entertain a few daydreams about get-

ting away from it all. Perhaps there’s another

field that you’ve wanted to pursue. You might

actually think seriously about it now. Don’t

make any plans until you’re back in the mate-

rial world. You might feel too fanciful to be

your usual practical self.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today your intellect is likely to be more
inclined than usual to explore fields that
seem a bit speculative. Ancient spiritual
rites, prehistory, or strange stories could
be on your mind, Leo. You might seek
books on these subjects. Usually you tend
to be skeptical about such things, but now
you want to learn about them. Hang onto
your logic and learn what you can! You’ll
enjoy yourself at the very least!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Some intense dreams could visit you tonight.
Keep a notebook and pen by your bedside,
Virgo. It’s important you remember them.
You’ll want to visualize every single detail. In
the morning, you might want to reflect on
their possible meaning. They could give rise to
new knowledge about yourself, a new spiritu-
al revelation, or artistic inspiration. Books
could be of particular assistance in under-
standing what your dreams are telling you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Events involving the arts or spiritual studies
could take place today. You might be put in
contact with new people who share your
interests. Love and romance could take on
a fairytale aura, Libra. You might view cur-
rent and potential love partners through
rose-colored glasses, seeing only their
endearing traits. This is fine, and you
should enjoy it as long as you don’t get
caught up in unrealistic expectations. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Daydreams about your future could take up a
lot of time today, Scorpio. Inspiration could
give a real boost to projects you’ve been
working on. These might involve artistic
endeavors or perhaps some sprucing up that
you want to do around the house and yard.
Working together, if possible, might bring
you closer to friends, family members, and
possibly a love partner. Conversations with
them could take an unexpected turn.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find yourself daydreaming about

faraway places, Sagittarius, perhaps toying

with the idea of taking a long vacation by air

to a place you’ve always wanted to visit in

the future. This isn’t a good day to make def-

inite plans. You aren’t likely to be inclined to

do that now anyway. Love matters may take

an unexpected turn, as a spiritual bond

seems to be forming between you and a

potential romantic partner.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might look around your house and

think of some new and exciting ways to

spruce it up a little, Capricorn. Perhaps

some new paint, wallpaper, or carpet, or

even a small art object could make a big

difference. You may want to try it. A

romantic partner could spend a lot of time

working on this with you and it might well

bring you closer together. Have fun!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Taapsee Pannu recalls 
how Rishi Kapoor called 

her a ‘veteran actor’

AA ctress Taapsee Pannu remembers late actor Rishi
Kapoor on the sets of 'Dance Deewane Juniors'. She

appeared on the show to promote her film 'Shabaash Mithu'.
Helmed by Srijit Mukherji, this movie is a biopic on former
Indian cricketer Mithali Raj where Taapsee will be seen essay-
ing the role of the cricketer. Taapsee shares her experience of
working with the late actor: "Rishi Kapoor ji was fun to be
around during work. Initially when I met him the first thing he
said was, 'what kind of name is this, Taapsee?'in jest". She
continues: "Rishi ji used to call me a veteran actor after know-
ing that I have done 10 South Indian films. During the 'Mulk'
shoot, we shared a great bond and had a good time working
together. I used to call him a bully bag." "I used to feel proud
listening to the compliments from him. Working with him and
getting compliments will always be one of my greatest
achievements. I will always flaunt the compliments that I got
from Rishi Ji and will remember them," Taapsee concludes.
The dance reality show, Dance Deewane Juniors, judged by
Neetu Kapoor, Nora Fatehi and Marzi Pestonji airs on Colors.

AA ctress Pooja Hegde shared the trailer of the Telugu original OTT series 'Maa Neella

Tank' on Friday. Maa Neella Tank, which marks the OTT debut of Tollywood actor

Sushanth, will be streaming on ZEE5. The eight-episode series, which also stars Priya

Anand, is a feel-good village dramedy. The series has been directed by Lakshmi Soujanya.

Commenting on the release, Manish Kalra, Chief Business Officer, ZEE5 India says that, "At

ZEE5, we are focused at delivering the best content for our viewers while working with

Telugu industry's foremost storytellers and are happy to present our next Telugu Original,

Maa Neella Tank. The series is based in a small town but is aspirational in nature and marks

Sushanth's OTT debut. We are confident that it will strike a chord with our viewers and with

more such stories, we hope to continue delivering extraordinary entertainment to ZEE5

audience around the world." The trailer opens with Sushanth's cop character laughing off

small-town problems. We then see that Sudarshan's character is threatening to die by sui-

cide if Surekha (Priya Anand) doesn't accept his proposal. A montage song lends a cine-

matic touch. Surekha shares a strained relationship with the male lead, something hinting

at depth in the love story. The male protagonist comes of age eventually, turning teary-eyed

over a lie he had uttered to the female lead. ZEE5 has been dishing out a wide variety of

content in various formats in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi, Gujarathi,

Bengali and other languages. The streaming giant has been streaming 'Roudram Ranam

Rudhiram' to a blockbuster response. On the web series front, ZEE5 has been spectacular.

After presenting the comedy-drama 'Oka Chinna Family Story' from Pink Elephant Pictures,

'Loser 2' from Annapurna Studios stable, 'Gaalivaana' from BBC Studios and NorthStar

Entertainment, it most recently came out with 'Recce'.

OO  nce embraced into the
soul, music evolves into

a type of eternal spirit.
Indeed, that's how the con-
testants of Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television'shomegrown kids
singing reality show
‘Superstar Singer 2’ are gear-
ing up for yet another week-
end of enchanting tunes,
incredible experiences, inspir-
ing tales, and surprises. This
Saturday, the show will be
seen celebrating the extraor-
dinary achievements of the
women in the field of sports
with a ‘Sports Women
Achiever Special’. Making the
event a grand affair will be the
‘Shabaash Mithu’ film’s lead
actor Taapsee Pannu and for-
mer Indian women’s cricket
team captain, Mithali Raj as
special guests. Along with
them, women achievers from
the field of sports like Rambai
(an 105 year old who set a
new record in a 100 metre
race), Shivani Charak, a can-
cer survivor who is India's top

sport climber and Khushi
Ganatra, a para athlete who
will be seen cheering for their
favourite contestant. Leaving
no stone unturned, the con-
testants a.k.a the ‘Best Bache
Ever’ will not only entertain
the special guests but will
leave everybody in awe with
their magical and impeccable
singing. A dhamakedar musi-
cal extravaganza you should-
n’t miss out on!

Superstar Singer 2’s very
own Justin Bieber, contestant
Mohd Faizal ong captain
Pawandeep Rajan will be seen
giving a heart touching per-
formance on the song ‘Ishq Di
Baajiyaan’ from one of
Taapsee’ s film ‘Soorma’.
Listening to their beautiful
rendition of this song will
bring joy to everyone present
there; Truly a dil ko choone
wali performance. Left

amazed by Mohd. Faiz’s per-
formance will be the
Shabaash Mittu’s lead actress,
Taapsee Pannu as she will be
left in awe of him. So much so,
that amidst the performance,
Taapsee Pannu will be seen
going on the stage to dance to
this song with Pawandeep and
Mohd. Faiz.

Complimenting Mohd Faiz’s
performance, Taapsee shares,
"This is one of my favourite

songs amongst my films that
touches my heart everytime I
listen to it. The fact that my
co-star Diljit did not just act in
the film but also sung this
song, and that makes it super
special for me. I have heard a
lot about Mohd. Faiz, he is this
viral kid who does whatever or
even if he sings anything its
goes viral. Mohammad Faiz
sang this song in the most
beautiful way. Thank you so
much for making this very
special for me. I just wish him
to grow, flourish and reach the
pinnacle of success. I strongly
have this feeling that I will see
him again in the near future
somewhere else. So on that
note, I want to recite few lines
for him - 'Main tenu phir
milangi; tere mathe di lakeer
banke tenu takhti rawangi;
Kithe, kis tarah, pata nahi,
Main tenu phir milangi !.'” 

TToo  wwiittnneessss  tthhiiss  bbeeaauuttiiffuull
mmoommeenntt,,  ttuunnee  iinnttoo  SSuuppeerrssttaarr
SSiinnggeerr  22  tthhiiss  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd
SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88  ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Mohd Faiz gives heart touching performance

AA ctress Mrunal
Thakur, who is mak-

ing her debut in south
Indian cinema through
Hanu Raghavapudi's 'Sita
Ramam' opposite Dulquer
Salmaan, says that work-
ing in the film has helped
her to start learning and
understanding a new lan-
guage. Mrunal, who does
not know Telugu or Tamil,
says it took her four to
five days to adapt to the
language on the sets.
Says Mrunal, "I recall this
one incident where the
team met in Hyderabad: I
come from a Marathi
background and Dulquer
speaks Malayalam, Hanu
sir speaks Telugu and
Brinda master speaks
Tamil. "So, we would con-
verse with each other in

our languages. And the
best part was that
despite this, we were
able to understand each
other. It was really fun.
Many times, Hanu Sir
would start explaining the
scene to me in Telugu and
I used to tell him to speak
in Hindi or English, but
this process is the best
thing that has ever hap-
pened as it helped me to
start learning and under-
standing a new lan-
guage."
Mrunal says that after the
first four-five days, lan-
guage was not a problem
and that it was all great.
"I told everyone on the
set to speak to me only in
Telugu so that I would
adapt sooner," she says
with a grin. Mrunal will

soon start dubbing for
the film.
Talking about her charac-
ter Sita in the film,
Mrunal says, "This is the
character which everyone
will see me play for the
first time on the big
screen. The character is
different, she is hopeless-
ly romantic and falls
madly in love with Ram. I
am sure this character
would remind the audi-
ences of their special
someone, especially
those who have had an
eventful love story. These
days people don't write
letters to their loved ones
but this film will show-
case the traditional love
story that Sita Mahalaxmi
and Ram had for each
other."

Pooja Hegde
unveils 

trailer of Telugu 

OTT original 

'Maa Neella 

Tank'

T his week, characters of &TV
shows Baal Shiv, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will be
seen taking advantage of the situation
and doing gimmicks. About &TV's
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, Angoori Bhabi
shares, “Angoori (Shubhangi Atre) is
immersed in Maa Sherawali's bhajan,
and Saxena (Saanand Verma) is fasci-
nated by Bhabi Maa's devotion, telling
her that there is a tigress inside her and
she needs a tiger. At the same time,
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh) also comes, and
Angoori tells him about her love for
tigers. Vibhuti, taking the chance, lies

about him being a cursed tiger. He tells
a fake story of him shooting a tiger dur-
ing a jungle safari, and that the tigress
curses him, and since then he has been
living with this curse. Later, he also
dresses up as a tiger, and Angoori be-
lieves him. Everyone in Kanpur is terri-
fied of this cursed tiger except Angoori
and Anita. How will Vibhuti's truth be
revealed?”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm, Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to Friday only
on &TV! 

&TV 
characters

practice 
gimmicks

Working on 'Sita Ramam' helped me 
understand a new language: Mrunal Thakur
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Galle, Sri Lanka, Jul 09 (AP):

A record 152-run stand
for the second wicket be-
tween captain Dimuth
Karunaratne and Kusal
Mendis helped Sri Lanka
fight back in the second
test against Australia as
the hosts finished day two
on 184 for two on Saturday,
trailing by 180 runs.

After a batting collapse
and 10-wicket loss in the
first test, Sri Lanka needed
to show resolve on a track
notorious for spin domina-
tion. Karunaratne and
Mendis laid the founda-
tion for a competitive total
after opener Pathum
Nissanka (6) departed
cheaply having been spec-
tacularly caught by
Cameron Green at gully
off Mitchell Starc.

The sweep shot had
proved to be Sri Lanka’s
downfall in the first test
and on Saturday sweeps
were few as the two bats-
men banked on their
strengths. Karunaratne
drove the spinners well
and was often on the front
foot during his knock of 86
that produced 10 bound-
aries. He reached his 30th
test fifty by stepping out to
leg-spinner Mitchell
Swepson and smashing
him for the mid-wicket
boundary. The partner-
ship was broken when the
left-hander attempted to
play Swepson across and
was plumb in front. The

152-run stand is a record
for Sri Lanka for the sec-
ond wicket against
Australia improving on
the 143-run partnership
between Kumar
Sangakkara and Marvan
Atapattu in 2007 in Hobart.

Mendis was more com-
fortable against pace
pulling and flicking with
confidence as he reached
his 14th test half-century.
He was unbeaten on 84
having faced 152 deliveries
and hit nine fours. Angelo
Mathews was not out on 6.
He had to withdraw from
the first test after testing
positive for COVID-
19.Steve Smith and
Marnus Labuschagne had
hit hundreds in
Australia’s first innings to
help them to 364 all out.
The overnight pair of
Smith and Alex Carey
added 77 runs for the sixth
wicket but there was not
much resistance from rest
of the batters.Australia re-
sumed from 298 for five
and Sri Lanka’s spinners
did well to claim the last
five wickets for 66 runs as
left-arm spinner Prabath
Jayasuriya claimed six for
118. He became the sixth
Sri Lankan to take five
wickets or more in an in-
nings on debut.Jayasuriya
was a late a replacement
in the Sri Lankan side
after it was forced to bring
in additions with several
players testing positive for
COVID-19..

Sri Lanka fights back in
2nd test against Australia

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis (L) and Angelo
Mathews walk back to the pavilion at the end of
the second day of the second cricket Test match
between Sri Lanka and Australia at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 9.

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy’s rampaging run
at the Malaysia Masters
Super 500 tournament hit
a roadblock as he slipped
to a narrow three-game
loss against Hong Kong’s
NG Ka Long Angus in a
mistake-filled men’s sin-
gles semifinal here on
Saturday.

It was heartbreak once
again in the semifinals for
the Indian as he squan-
dered a one-game advan-
tage to go down 21-17 9-21
17-21 against NG Ka Long
after battling for an hour
and four minutes at the

Axiata Arena here.
Heading into the match

with a 4-4 career record,
Prannoy, who had defeated
Ng Ka Long in the last
three meetings, picked the
good side after winning
the toss.

It seemed to come back
to haunt him as he looked
in firm control in the first
game but struggled with
his length and drowned in
a pool of unforced errors
after changing ends.

After a nervy start in
the opening game,
Prannoy marched ahead
to a 5-3 lead with two ex-
quisite cross court jump
smashes.

The Indian didn’t try to
play at a breathtaking
pace but rather focussed
on constructing the rallies
and punishing the weak
returns with a pitch-per-
fect placement. He had a
four-point cushion at the
break.

Ng Ka Long tried to use
his smashes to gather
points but he was guilty of
missing some easy
chances as Prannoy main-
tained his four-point lead
till 17-13.

Prannoy then gave two
points away with a couple
of miscued shots before
prevailing in a parallel ex-
change and soon grabbed

four game point opportu-
nities. He missed the first
one before closing out the
opening game with anoth-
er perfect placement at the
baseline.

However, after the
change of sides, Prannoy
struggled to control the
shuttle in drifty conditions
while Ng Ka Long showed
better execution to keep a
firm grip on the rallies.
The result was a six-point
advantage at the mid-
game interval.With errors
piling up, Prannoy soon
fell far behind and the
Indian decided to let go of
the second game to save
his energy for the decider.

Prannoy loses in Malaysia Masters
semis, India’s campaign over

Birmingham, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star England batter
Jonny Bairstow has credit-
ed his sensational run of
form in the past five Test
innings, including the two
against India, to freedom
from COVID-19 protocols
and role clarity under new
head coach Brendon
McCullum.

Bairstow struck 106 and
114 not out to play a major
role in England’s seven
wicket win over India in
the rescheduled fifth Test
which the hosts won here
on Tuesday. Before that, he
scored 1, 16, 8, 136, 162, 71
not out in the three-match
Test series against New
Zealand which England
won 3-0.

“It’s the freedom we
have now. We’re not in
hotel rooms, bubbles, hav-
ing to do Covid tests every-
day and we can do normal
things like go to the shop,
go for a beer, see your
friends and family,”
Bairstow told the
Tailenders podcast.

“All of those things ac-
cumulate together and ob-
viously the excitement of

working with Baz
(McCullum) and the clari-
ty he gave everyone.”

England’s four succes-
sive Test victories recently
have come playing aggres-
sive cricket under New
Zealander McCullum.

Bairstow missed the be-
ginning of the county sea-
son this summer as he was
playing in the Indian
Premier League. But
McCullum told him that
would not affect his place
in the Test team.

“Before we played New

Zealand, there was chat
about going to the IPL and
not playing county cricket
but Baz phoned me, said I
was batting five in the
Tests, to get my head
around it and crack on,”
Bairstow said.

“Baz also spoke to me a
bit about imposing myself
on the game - nothing tech-
nical. That can be tricky in
red-ball cricket because
you don’t want to look like
you’re slogging.

“I had two nets before
the first game so finding

the balance was interest-
ing. I played a shot-a-ball
at Lord’s (scoring one and
16) which didn’t go down
too well and then found
the balance better at Trent
Bridge (scoring 136).”

Veteran England fast
bowler James Anderson
said Bairstow was in-
spired to score his first-in-
nings century against
India after being sledged
by Virat Kohli.

“Jonny was 80 not out
and Virat had been going
at him and sledging him a
lot,” said Anderson.

“I don’t know if you saw
the strike-rate difference?
His strike-rate was about
20 before Virat started
sledging him and about
150 after.”

During the morning ses-
sion of the third day of the
fifth Test on Sunday, Kohli
had something to say to
Bairstow about his ‘play
and miss’ game but the
England batter wasn’t
someone to take it lightly.

The duo had a heated
verbal exchange and at
one point, the umpires had
to intervene to cool down
tempers.

Bairstow credits impressive run of form to role clarity under McCullum

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Former India captain
Kapil Dev feels if a bowler
of Ravichandran
Ashwin’s calibre with
nearly 450 Test wickets
can be dropped from the
Test team’s playing eleven
then Virat Kohli too is no
longer indispensable in
T20Is after his prolonged
bad patch.

Kohli hasn’t been
among big runs for nearly
three years now and the
World Cup winning all-
rounder feels that Indian
team management will be
doing disservice if in-form
players aren’t given
enough opportunities to
showcase their skills.

“Yes, now the situation
is such that you might be
forced to bench Kohli from
T20 playing eleven. If
world No. 2 bowler
Ashwin can be dropped
from Test side then (once
upon a time) world No. 1
batter can also be
dropped,” Kapil told ABP
News.

Kapil had no hesitation
in saying that Kohli is cur-
rently looking like a shad-
ow of his old self.

“Virat is not batting at a
level which we have seen
him do over the years. He
has made a name because
of his performances but if
he isn’t performing, then
you can’t keep the per-
forming youngsters out of
the team,” said the leg-
endary cricketer.

He would like to see a
healthy competition for
places in the side with
youngsters posing chal-
lenge for star players.

“I want competition for
places in team in a positive
sense that these young-
sters should try and out-
perform Virat,” he said.

Kapil feels that if Kohli
is “rested” for the West
Indies T20I, it would
rather be considered as
“dropped”.

“You can call it rest and
someone else will call it
dropped. Every person
will have his own view.
Obviously, if selectors
don’t pick him (Kohli),
then it could be because a
big player isn’t perform-
ing,” he observed.

If Ashwin can be dropped from Test, why
can’t Virat be dropped from T20Is: Kapil Dev

Chennai, Jul 09:

All-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja has removed all
posts related to CSK’s 2021
and 2022 seasons from his
social media account - an
indication that all is not
well between the all-
rounder and the Indian
Premier League (IPL)
franchise.

However, an official
from CSK tried to clear the
air about the rift rumours
and said, ‘See, this is a per-
sonal call by him. We are
not aware of such kinds of
incidents from our side.
All OK. Nothing is wrong.’

There have been some
reports that claimed that
the all-rounder didn’t wish
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
this year on his birthday
on social media accounts,
which he used to do till
last year.

Jadeja was named the
captain of the CSK earlier
this year after MS Dhoni
relinquished his captaincy
ahead of the IPL 2022 sea-
son. However, the all-

rounder stepped down
halfway through the 2022
season as it was impacting
his individual perform-
ance.

Dhoni took back charge
of the team and Jadeja
was later ruled out of the
IPL with a rib injury, be-
fore returning on the
England tour. Slightly over
two months ago, the all-
rounder ended a forget-
table IPL season with the
Chennai franchise.

Despite having a bad
2022 IPL season, Jadeja
was brilliant in his come-
back match against
England.

He smashed a ton at
Edgbaston in the resched-
uled fifth Test which was
played between July 1 and
July 5.

All is well, says CSK amid
rift rumours with Jadeja

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Star Indian wrestler
Bajrang Punia has re-
ceived his UK visa for the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games, which will allow
him leave for the United
States for a training stint
there ahead of the
Birmingham CWG, the
Sports Authority of India
(SAI) said on Saturday.

Since, he will go for the
CWG directly from his
training base in the United
States, it would have been
difficult for Bajrang to
complete the UK visa for-
malities later. Now that he
has got his UK visa,
Bajrang can train in the
US without any anxiety.

The 28-year-old Tokyo
Olympics bronze medallist
was supposed to travel to
the Michigan University
in the US last month for
training ahead of the
Birmingham CWG but
was forced to stay back in
India due to a delay in get-
ting his UK visa. “The

Sports Ministry, through
the Ministry of External
Affairs, got in touch with
the British High
Commission to seek the
UK Visa for Bajrang,
which has now been ob-
tained,” a SAI media re-

lease said.
The CWG will be held in

Birmingham from July 28
to August 8.

On several occasions,
the MEA has helped the
Sports Ministry in obtain-
ing visa of athletes travel-
ling abroad for competi-
tion and training ahead of
the CWG. Bajrang, who
won gold in the 2018
Commonwealth Games,
and fellow wrestler
Deepak Punia will now
leave for US this weekend
from India. They will train
at the Michigan
University until July 30,
following which both will
leave for Birmingham.

The Sports Ministry’s
Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS) has facili-
tated the exposure trip.
The training stint in the
USA will be helpful for the
preparation of the CWG
and other upcoming major
competitions like the
Wrestling World
Championship, scheduled
in September in Belgrade.

Bajrang Punia obtains UK visa, will
travel to US for training ahead of CWG

London, Jul 09:

A fortnight ago few peo-
ple would have predicted
that Australian maverick
Nick Kyrgios would be the
man standing between
Novak Djokovic and a
fourth successive
Wimbledon title. Djokovic
himself, however, is not
surprised that it will be
Kyrgios standing over the
other side of the net on
Sunday. The Serbian top
seed booked his eighth

Wimbledon final by coming
from a set down against
Britain’s Cameron Norrie
on Friday while unseeded
Kyrgios benefitted from a
walkover after Spanish 22-
time Grand Slam champi-
on Rafael Nadal withdrew
injured. Djokovic has only
faced Kyrgios twice in his
career, losing twice to him
in 2017, so while he will be
favourite to claim a seventh
Wimbledon crown, he
knows exactly how danger-
ous the unpredictable
world number 40 Kyrgios
can be. “In a way it’s a sur-
prise because his ranking.
So maybe not too many peo-
ple are giving him big
chances to reach the fi-
nals,” Djokovic told re-
porters after beating
Norrie in four sets to ex-
tend his winning sequence
at Wimbledon to 27 match-
es. “But I think between us
players, we always know
how dangerous he is, on
grass particularly, because
of his game, because of his
attitude on the court being
so confident, just going for
it, being a very complete
player.

Djokovic not surprised
Kyrgios is in Wimbledon final

Chennai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Reigning Asian champi-
on Vishwanath Suresh and
Rohit Chamoli extended
their impressive run to
enter the men’s quarterfi-
nals by registering emphat-
ic wins at the Youth
National Boxing
Championships here.
While Vishwanath, repre-
senting Services Sports
Control Board (SSCB),
thrashed Chandigarh’s
Sushant Kapoor by 5-0 in
the 48kg category, 2021
Asian junior champion
Rohit of Chandigarh out-
punched Bhupendra
Kumar of Uttar Pradesh by
similar margin in the 51 kg
last-16 contest. Jadumani
Mandengbam (51kg) was
the other SSCB boxer to
progress into the men’s
quarterfinals. He beat
Manipur’s Edipak
Laishram Singh by unani-
mous decision. For
Chandigarh, besides Rohit,
Parineeta Sheoran also ad-

vanced to the last-8 stage
from women’s section after
securing an easy 5-0 win
over Andhra Pradesh’s
Vyashnavi Nethala in the
48 kg category. Meanwhile,
six pugilists from
Maharashtra, including
four women, made their
way into the quarterfinals
on the third day of the
event. Aarya Bartakke
began the day for
Maharashtra with a
thrilling 3-2 win against
UP’s Anamika Yadav in an
intensely fought women’s
57 kg pre-quarterfinal.
Vaishnavi Waghmare
(60kg), Aditi Sharma (66kg)
and Sana Gonsalves (70kg),
on the other hand, claimed
comfortable wins. Aditi
beat Delhi’s Khushi
Sharma by 5-0 margin
while Vaishnavi and Sana
notched up wins by Referee
Stopping Contest (RSC) ver-
dict against Chhattisgarh’s
Garima Sharma and
Punjab’s Darshpreet Kaur
respectively.

FIH Women’s World Cup

Asian champion Vishwanath
Suresh, Rohit Chamoli
advance to quarters

NG Ka Long Angus
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People shop at a market on the eve of Eid-ul-Adha, in Srinagar, Saturday.

EID-UL-ADHA SHOPPING

Devotees participate in the Ulta Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, in Puri, Saturday. 
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Bengaluru, July 09 (PTI):

Asserting that India is
the most tolerant country
in the world, Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu
on Saturday said secular-
ism is safe in this country,
not because of any govern-
ment or party, but because
it is in the blood and veins
of every individual living
here.

He also stressed that the
basic primary education
must be in mother tongue.

“Ours is a great country,
fortunately India is again
on the move, world is now
recognising and respect-
ing India once again, no-
body can ignore us.
Though some people
might write here and there
small things, don’t worry
about it. Some people are
not able to digest India’s
progress, they are suffer-
ing from indigestion, we
cant help it,” Naidu said.

Addressing the plat-
inum jubilee celebrations
of Mount Carmel
Institutions here, he ac-
cused the western media
of carrying lots of nega-

tive stories about India,
forgetting the great
achievements being made
by the country and its peo-
ple in various fields.

Acknowledging that
there are certain chal-
lenges before the nation
like social inequality,
poverty, gender disparity,
which need to be ad-

dressed, the Vice
President said, India does-
n’t believe in colonial rule
or doesn’t want to impose
itself on other countries,
and has never attacked
any country in its long his-
tory.

“....India is the most tol-
erant country in the world,
one can take it for granted.

People discuss secularism,
secularism is safe, not be-
cause of this government
or that government, this
party or that party, secu-
larism is in the blood and
veins of every individual,
this has to be understood
by one and all.” In India
anybody can reach the top
posts of the nation, he
said.

“Show me any other
country where such equal
opportunities are given for
all sections. What are they,
some people, are trying to
teach us? See what is hap-
pening internally in those
countries, the so called ad-
vanced rich nations, I
don’t want to name any.”

There should be no
place for violence, Naidu
said adding that peace is
the prerequisite for
progress. Karnataka
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot, former Governor
of Rajasthan Margaret
Alva, who is also the alum-
ni of the institution and
Metropolitan Archbishop
of Bengaluru Peter
Machado were among
those present times.

‘Secularism safe in India’

Venkaiah Naidu

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

After the success of in-
ternational bestselling
title ‘Ikigai’, authors
Hector Garcia and
Francesc Miralles are
back with yet another
self-help book, “Shinrin
Yoku: The Rejuvenating
Practice of Forest
Bathing”. ‘Shinrin Yoku’,

which literally translates
as ‘forest bathing’, refers
to taking mindful walks
amidst nature to relieve
stress and realign our en-
ergies.

It was coined by the
Japanese Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries in 1982.

“‘Shinrin Yoku’, the
Japanese art of Forest
Bathing, is the most pow-
erful remedy that pro-
vides us (with) mother
nature to recover balance
and find inner peace and
inspiration for an active
and healthy life... In this
book, we’ll explain how
so many of the ailments
afflicting city dwellers
originate in our discon-
nect from nature,” wrote
the authors in the book.

The book, translated
from Spanish by Kymm
Coveney, offers tips “not
only on being fully pres-
ent and mindful while in
the forest, but also on
how to tap into that
mindfulness at home” —
even if home is the
busiest and most crowd-
ed of cities. According to
publishing house
Penguin Random House
India (PRHI), distribu-
tors of the book in the
Indian subcontinent, the
book has come out at a
“perfect time” and is
abundant with practical
ideas for self transforma-
tion.

“This book has come to
us at a perfect time. As a
country, we’ve been
struggling with stress

and fatigue. We hope our
readers will benefit from
the wisdom of this book
and attain their inner
calm,” Manoj Satti, vice-
president, International
product and marketing at
PRHI.

Garcia and Miralles
previous book “Ikigai:
The Japanese Secret to a
Long and Happy Life” is
an international best-
seller about how being
aware of one’s ikigai —
roughly meaning ‘reason
for being’ — will help
lead to a happier, more
purposeful and even
longer life.

The book, published by
Tuttle Publishing, is cur-
rently available for sales
across online and offline
stores.

Bestselling ‘Ikigai’ authors teaches 
art of forest bathing in new bookMumbai, Jul 09 (PTI):

Amid Eknath Shinde’s
rebellion, the BJP had
promised not to target
Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray and his
family, a spokesperson of
the rebel Sena faction
claimed here on Saturday.

BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya, who often ac-
cused the previous
Thackeray-led govern-
ment in Maharashtra of
corruption, told him that
he was unaware of this
“understanding,” rebel
Shiv Sena MLA Deepak
Kesarkar told reporters
here.

Kesarkar and some
other rebel MLAs had ear-
lier expressed disapproval
of Somaiya’s continue
tirade against Thackeray.
“When we (rebel Sena
MLAs) returned from

Guwahati and held a meet-
ing with BJP leaders, we
made it clear that we have
hurt the head of our fami-
ly (Thackeray), but we will
not allow any criticism
against him,” he said.

Devendra Fadnavis
agreed with this, and
when Somaiya continued

to attack Thackeray,
Fadnavis had a word with
him, Kesarkar said.

“Somaiya called me
today and said he wasn’t
aware of the understand-
ing reached between us
and Fadnavis,” he added.

Kesarkar further said
that in the last two-and-
half years (when the
Thackeray-led coalition
government was in
power), all Sena leaders,
MLAs and ordinary work-
ers protested against any-
one who levelled allega-
tions against the
Thackeray family.

On Friday, Thackeray
had alleged that the rebel
Sena legislators had kept
mum when the BJP was
levelling allegations
against him and his fami-
ly. “Like us, Fadnavis also
respects Uddhav-ji,”
Kesarkar said.

‘BJP assured us it won’t target Uddhav’

Deepak Kesarkar

Kolkata, Jul 09 (PTI): 

Sealdah, a major station
of the East West Metro
corridor, will be inaugu-
rated on July 11 for which
Union minister Smriti
Irani has been invited, an
official said here on
Saturday.

The commercial servic-
es between Sector V in Salt
Lake and Sealdah will
start from July 14, Metro
Railway spokesperson
Ekalabya Chakraborty
said.

The Metro authorities
are pinning hopes that the
extension of services up to
Sealdah will significantly
increase the number of
passengers in the partially
operational East West
Metro corridor, which is

suffering from low patron-
age.

“Sealdah station of East
West Metro will be inaugu-
rated on Monday and
Union minister Smriti
Irani has been invited to
inaugurate it,” he said.

Even if the Union min-
ister of women & child de-
velopment and minority

affairs is unable to make
time, the inauguration
will still be held on that
day, Chakraborty said.

The Metro station will
link suburban train serv-
ices to and from Sealdah,
one of the busiest termi-
nal railway stations in the
country, thus providing
connectivity to the passen-

gers travelling to Salt Lake
and Information
Technology hub at Sector
V there.

The East West Metro
section connecting
Howrah Maidan and Salt
Lake is partially opera-
tional at present with serv-
ices being operated be-
tween Sector V station and
Phoolbagan.

Out of the 16.6 km
length of East West Metro,
underground corridor
constitutes 10.8 km be-
tween Howrah and
Phoolbagan with the tun-
nel passing below the
Hooghly river. For the rest
of the route, trains will
travel on elevated tracks,
according to KMRC, the
executing agency of the
project.

EAST WEST METRO

Sealdah station to be inaugurated on Monday

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

The BJP on Saturday
cited various past inci-
dents to allege the
Congress can join hands
with even terrorists to be
in power as it hit back at
the opposition party for
holding press conferences
across the country to cor-
ner the government over
the issue of terrorism.
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra noted the reported
remarks of the then
Union minister Salman
Khurshid that Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
was in tears on seeing the
pictures of the Batla
House encounter and the
party’s attack on the
Gujarat government
headed by then chief min-
ister Narendra Modi over

the police killing of sus-
pected terrorist Ishrat
Jahan. Some organisa-
tions had alleged that the
2008 Batla House en-
counter was fake and a
few Congress leaders had
joined the chorus for a
probe. Patra noted that
terror outfit LeT had ad-
mitted that Jahan was as-
sociated with it but the

Congress call her “inno-
cent” and had gone after
the state government over
her encounter death. LeT
founder Hafiz Saeed had
even praised the
Congress as a good party,
he alleged.

“This is the track
record of the Congress,
and the same party now
dares to hold press confer-
ences at 22 places over the
issue of terrorism,” he
said.

Congress leaders have
said the nationwide
pressers aim at counter-
ing the BJP’s “fake na-
tionalism” and to take the
message to the grassroots
that the ruling party has
“connections” with indi-
viduals who have in-
dulged in heinous crimes
and terror acts.

‘Cong can even join hands with
terrorists to be in power’

Sambit Patra

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI):

Among hundreds of
goats up for sale ahead of
Eid al-Adha in the famous
Meena Bazar here, three
stood out with price tags
bearing a six-figure sum.
Their owners claim that
the goats have inscribed
on their coats
Muhammad’ and Allah’-

the two most venerated
words in the Muslim com-
munity. Adorned with an-
klets made of jasmine and
roses, and robed in expen-
sive cloth, the three goats
drew everyone’s attention
the moment they entered
the market. Two of them
are a year old each, and
the third one is two years
old. Guddu Khan, 35, the

proud owner of the older
goat, has priced it at Rs 30
lakh, even as he claims
that his goat is priceless.

“They are rare goats.
Nowhere to be seen. They
are priceless. These goats
have Muhammad’ and
Allah’ inscribed on them,”
Guddu, who has come
from Bulandshahr in
Uttar Pradesh, said.

The other two goats,
looking no less handsome,
belong to his brother and
nephew, who have fixed
their price at Rs 15 lakh
each.

Akhil Khan, Guddu’s
nephew, is getting married
on July 11, but that didn’t
stop him coming to the fa-
mous Old Delhi market
from over 100-km away
neighbouring town.

Eid: ‘Rare’ goats take high spot
in Old Delhi’s Meena Bazar

Sword-wielding
desperado sets

social media
aflutter

Araria, Jul 09 (PTI)
Students of a school in a
north Bihar district had
the shock of their life
when a bare-chested man,
menacingly wielding a
sword, pounced upon their
headmaster. The incident
took place earlier this
week in Jokihat police sta-
tion area of Araria district
and a video, shot by some
curious bystander, has
now gone viral on social
media. The police are now
trying to make sense of
the divergent versions it
has received from
Jehangir, the headmaster,
and the desperado named
Akbar, which makes the
matter more piquant.
Notably, Jehangir has re-
ceived no injuries and in
his complaint, he has ac-
cused Akbar of repeatedly
pointing the sword at him,
but not striking a blow.

“Jehangir has alleged
that Akbar lives close to
the school and he has been
in the habit of snatching
money from people, threat-
ening them with sharp-
edged objects. It has also
been alleged that Akbar
made Jehangir hand over
Rs 2,000 which he was car-
rying to purchase items
for meals to be prepared at
the school,” Jokihat SHO
Ghanshyam Kumar said
on Saturday.


