
Extension
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior
bureaucrats Sridhar
Chiruvolu and Saurabh
Shukla were Thursday
given one-year extension
as joint secretary and
director in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO),
according to a Personnel
Ministry order. Chiruvolu,
a 2001-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Bihar
cadre, has been given
extension as joint secre-
tary, PMO beyond August
4, 2022, it said.

Quit
MMuummbbaaii:: In a setback to
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, former MP
Anandrao Adsul has
resigned from his post as
a leader of the party.
Adsul had earlier repre-
sented the Amravati Lok
Sabha seat, but was
defeated by Navneet
Rana in 2019. Talking to
PTI, his son Abhijit Adsul
said his father has
resigned from the post of
Shiv Sena leader.

Electrocuted 
AAmmeetthhii:: A 35-year-old
power department
employee was electrocut-
ed to death during a
maintenance work at a
village here, police said.
Vijay Kumar, who was a
contractual employee,
accidently touched a live
wire during the work at
Lalipur village and was
electrocuted, Station
House Officer
(Jagdishpur) Arun Kumar
Dwivedi said.

Injured
JJaammmmuu:: An army porter
was injured in a mine
blast along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir's Poonch
district on Thursday, offi-
cials said. The blast
occurred in Dallan sector,
leaving Tanveer Hussain
injured, they said.

Watery grave
GGoonnddaa:: Two children have
drowned while bathing in
the Saryu river in Sojhiya
village of the district,
police said on Thursday.
Circle Officer Sansar
Chand Rathi said that
Satyam (12) and Krishna
(13) drowned on
Wednesday evening. "The
children waded into
deeper waters while
bathing and were swept
by the flow of water.
When their family mem-
bers informed the local
police about the incident
we started efforts to
search for them," he said.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann hugs AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal after 

the formers wedding ceremony
in Chandigarh.
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Surajpur, Jul 07: The
news of irregularity in
coal stocks do keep coming
from SECL area and few
years back Vishrampur
area was in news for larg-
er-scale irregularities in
coal stocks and many offi-
cials even landed in jail.
Once again SECL
Vishrampur area is in
news for irregularities in
coal stocks and Chief
Vigilance Officer has com-
plained in this regard to
SECL Bilaspur and de-
manded to soon conduct a
probe in this regard. As

per the complainant, it is
reported to have 8000 ton
coal stock but in reality not
even 800 ton is available.
After the complaint, man-
agement has become ac-
tive and are busy in bridg-
ing the gap of coal stock.
They are even mixing soil
and stones to bring the
stock to its desired level
and it needs to be seen that
how much deficit can be
covered till the probe team
comes for investigation.

Big complaint made….
Complainant Sujit

Kumar has complained to
President of India, PM,
Coal Minister, Director
CBI, Chief Vigilance
Commissioner and others
mentioning that 8000 ton
coal stock is said to be

available in Rehar mines
but in reality very limited
stock is available. The offi-
cers are trying to make up
for the deficit by shifting
some coal to stock from the
daily coal production so
that irregularities prac-
ticed by them could be hid-
den. As per sources, newly
posted Sub-Area Manager
has not been given charge
due to irregularities in
coal stock.

Probe team needs to
visit soon…

If the probe starts their
job soon they can dig out
the irregularities in coal
stock and persons respon-
sible for it.

Rehar Sub-Area
Manager retired, new
manager denies to take

charge….
Newly posted sub-area

manager citing irregulari-
ties in stock has refused to
take charge and men-
tioned that only after the
stock has been maintained
he would take charge.

Varanasi (UP), Jul 07 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that the
meaning of development
is not "chamak-damak"
(glitter) but the empower-
ment of the poor, deprived
and scheduled
caste/scheduled tribe com-
munities.

"For us the development
does not mean only the
chamak-damak. For us the
developemnt means the
empowerment of "garib,
Dalit, vanchit, pichhre,
adivasi, mothers and sis-
ters," the prime minister
said after
inaugurating/laying foun-
dation stone of projects
worth Rs 1,774 crore at the
Sampurnanand stadium
here. "Today more that 600
families have got their
houses in Varanasi," Modi,
who was in his parliamen-
tary constituency for the
first time after the recent
assembly elections, said.

"Kashi has given me a
chance to serve as
MP...The citizens of Kashi
have given a message that
shortcuts do not help the
country or people; some
leaders can benefit from
it," he said.

"In 2014, people coming
from outside used to ques-
tion how will things im-
prove here as there was
too much disorder. In
Varanasi, nothing had
been done for decades. It
was easy for others to

choose shortcuts, give this
or that," Modi, who is sec-
ond consecutive term MP
from Varanasi, said.

Raigarh, Jul 07: 

Three alleged poachers
and a deer died of electro-
cution after coming in con-
tact with a live electric
wire apparently laid for
poaching wild animals in
Raigarh district, police
said on Thursday.

The incident took place
on Wednesday night in
Taraimal forest under
Tamnar range in the dis-
trict, Punjipathra police
station house officer
Krishna Kant Singh said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion indicated that the
three persons might have
laid the wire, carrying
1,100 kV power, to poach
animals. They got electro-
cuted apparently while re-
trieving the carcass of a

deer that died after com-
ing in contact with the live
wire, the official said.

Noida, Jul 07 (PTI): 

A Chhattisgarh Police
team camping here to arrest
a TV news anchor over a
"doctored video" of
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is expected to return
Thursday, with officials say-
ing it is exploring legal op-
tions against its counter-
parts in Noida and
Ghaziabad.

The 11-member team from
Raipur, led by a deputy su-
perintendent of police, land-
ed in Ghaziabad on Tuesday
morning to arrest Zee News
anchor Rohit Ranjan. The
anchor and others have been

booked for airing the mis-
leading video on his show on
July 1. However, the team
from Congress-governed
Chhattisgarh could not ar-
rest Ranjan as police offi-
cials from Noida and
Ghaziabad in BJP-ruled
Uttar Pradesh whisked him
away.

On Wednesday, the visit-
ing police team issued sum-
mons to Ranjan and some of
his colleagues to join the
probe in Raipur on July 12 to
get their statements record-
ed in connection with the
FIR lodged there.

Ranjan was arrested by
the Noida police in connec-
tion with a probe into a case
lodged by it on a complaint
by Zee Media group over the

video. The Noida police on
Tuesday night announced it
had released Ranjan from
the police station itself fol-
lowing an inquiry as the of-
fence invoked in the case
was a bailable one, while the
Chhattisgarh police team,
which had an arrest warrant
and a court order for his ar-
rest, declared the anchor an
"absconder" on Wednesday.

"The Chhattisgarh police
team had come to arrest the
TV anchor but the local po-
lice in Ghaziabad and Noida
obstructed the procedure.
The accused is now untrace-
able, and the local police are
not sharing any information
about his whereabouts," an
official privy to the probe
told PTI.

Dantewada, Jul 07: 

Nine inmates of an observa-
tion home for minor boys, one
of them facing murder charge,
in  Dantewada district escaped
on Thursday after tying three
staffers of the facility with
ropes, including a home guard
jawan, officials said.
The incident took place in the
early hours at the observation
home which is operating out
of a rented building of the
local municipality, they said.
In all, 19 minor inmates, in
conflict with law and accused
of various crimes, were lodged
at the remand home, the offi-
cials said.
As per preliminary informa-
tion, two inmates asked the
caretaker to open the lock of
their room on the pretext of
going to the washroom. On the
way back from the washroom,
the two held the caretaker

from his back and then seven
others came out of the room
in their support.
"All nine inmates tied the
caretaker, a home guard
jawan and another officer
(posted there) with ropes, said
Varun Nagesh, district pro-
gramme officer of the women
and child development depart-
ment. They then snatched the
keys of the main gate's lock
from them and escaped from
the shelter home, he said.
Of the nine inmates, five are
from neighbouring Sukma dis-
trict and two each from
Dantewada and Bijapur dis-
tricts. Two of the five inmates
from Sukma were accused of
being involved in Naxal-related
incidents, while one of the
inmates from Dantewada was
booked in a murder case. The
remaining boys who escaped
were accused in theft and
other criminal cases, he said.

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed an FIR
against Karnal-based
United Exporters and its
four partners/guarantors
for allegedly defrauding the
Union Bank of India to the
tune of Rs 90.22 crore, offi-
cials said Thursday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) carried
out searches at six locations
after registering a case
against the Basmati rice ex-
port firm and its
p a r t n e r s / g u a r a n t o r s
Harish Narang, Sudhanshu
Narang, Samarth Narang
and Sangeeta Narang, the
officials said.

The agency has booked
the company and its pro-

moters/guarantors under
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
sections of criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of
trust, cheating, forgery for
the purpose of cheating,
using as genuine a forged
documents, and criminal
misconduct, they said.

The company had started
business with export of
Basmati rice and further di-
versified into local market
as well, the bank had al-
leged. "The firm serves
overseas customers in the
Middle East, including
Saudi Arabia and Iran, the
USA and Europe, and also
supplies in the domestic
market in Maharashtra,
MP, UP, Delhi, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab,

West Bengal and South
India," the complaint from
the bank, now part of the
FIR, alleged.

The Union Bank of India
alleged that the company
was given credit limit of
over Rs 91 crore but started
defaulting on repayments
despite reminders and the
account was declared a non-
performing asset on June
30, 2018, the officials said.

The forensic audit of
company's account red
flagged several alleged ir-
regularities like withdraw-
al of capital by the promot-
ers, mismatch in balance
sheets, transfer of funds to
other current account and
round tripping of funds,
among others.

Raipur, Jul 07: 

During a cabinet meet-
ing presided by the Chief
Minister, the Chhattisgarh
State Electric Vehicles
Policy 2022 was sanctioned.
This policy will provide re-
lief to the citizens of the
state from the ever-increas-
ing prices of petrol and
diesel, and also ensure a
worthy contribution to-
wards keeping the environ-
ment clean.

The Chhattisgarh State
Electric Vehicles Policy
2022 entails the promotion
of the use of both commer-
cial and non-commercial
electric vehicles. Under
this policy, the purchase
and discount facilities on
two-wheeler, three-wheeler,

four-wheeler, goods-carrier,
passenger vehicles, and all
other categories of electric
vehicles will be covered.
According to this policy, a
network of charging sta-
tions will be established to
enable easy charging of the
electric vehicles. EV own-
ers will be provided charg-
ing stations at specified dis-
tances in state and national
highways.

Under the Chhattisgarh
State Electric Vehicles
Policy 2022, public and pri-
vate operators will be invit-
ed to set up charging and

battery swapping stations
at state and national high-
ways in all cities of the
state for Public Charging
Infrastructure. Land will
be provided at minimum
rents for setting up these
charging stations. The list
of places for setting up
charging stations will be
prepared by the State EV
Development Corporation.
Petrol pumps located in
highways will be encour-
aged to set up fast charging
stations.

Charging infrastructure
will be established under
Municipal Corporation fly-
overs for two-wheeler vehi-
cles along with provision
for free or priority parking.
Charging points will also
be installed in the parking
areas of Government of-
fices. The electricity bills
for the charging stations
will be decided by the
Electricity Regulatory
Commission. Vehicle own-
ers will be encouraged to
convert their old vehicles

into electric vehicles by in-
stalling an electric kit in
them.

The necessary infra-
structure required to
charge electric vehicles has
also been included in this
policy, under which private
and public charging sta-
tions will be set up. The
owners of residential and
non-residential buildings
will be encouraged to es-
tablish charging stations.
People willing to set up
charging points will be eli-
gible for grants to purchase
private charging points.
The expenses involved in
establishing the charging
points will be compensated
through the electricity bill.
The provisions related to
the charging stations and
parking facilities in
Housing Board, residential
committees, shopping
malls, and commercial
buildings built after the im-
plementation of the policy
will be included under the
residential policy.

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Railways has termi-
nated the services of
NHSRCL Managing
Director Satish Agnihotri
who was in charge of the
government's prestigious
bullet train project, senior
officials said on Thursday.

Rajendra Prasad,
Director, Projects, National
High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) has been hand-
ed over the charge for three
months, the officials said.

Senior Railway officials
said there were several alle-

gations against Agnihotri,
including misuse of official
position and diverting
funds in an unauthorised
manner to a private compa-
ny. They said the decision
to terminate the services of
Agnihotri came following a
June 2 Lokpal court order
directing the CBI to probe
charges of a "quid pro quo"
deal allegedly struck by the
former NHSRCL MD with a
private company during
his nine-year tenure as
CMD of Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited (RVNL). The
Lokpal court has directed
the CBI to "ascertain

whether any offence under
the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, is
made out" against
Agnihotri and to submit
the probe report to the
Lokpal office within six
months or before
December 12, 2022.

"The competent authori-
ty has approved the termi-
nation of office of Satish
Agnihotri. He has been di-
rected to be relieved with
immediate effect," read the
July 7 letter of the Railway
Board, addressed to the
company secretary of the
NHSRCL.

Lucknow, Jul 07 (PTI): 

A court here awarded two-
year imprisonment to
Bollywood actor and Congress
leader Raj Babbar in a case
involving the assault of a
polling officer. Babbar was
convicted for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to deter a public ser-
vant from performing his duty
and three other offences. The
court also imposed a fine of Rs
8,500 on him. The polling offi-
cer had lodged an FIR against
Babbar during an election in
May 1996. The complaint was
lodged at the Wazirganj police
station here. At that time,
Babbar was contesting from
the Samajwadi Party.
Babbar was present in the
courtroom when the verdict
was announced.

Cabinet approves EV Policy
̈ Aims to develop state

as manufacturing
hub

̈ To encourage use of
electric vehicles

MODI AT VARANASI RALLY

‘Development is empowerment of poor’

PM Narendra Modi speaks during
inauguration and foundation 
laying of various projects, at
Sampurnanand stadium in

Varanasi, Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
British gave the country an
education system to create a
servant class for meeting
their own needs and a lot of it
still remained unchanged.
Addressing a summit here on
the implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP), Modi said the system
should not just produce
degree-holders but provide
human resources needed to
take the country forward. He
said the purpose of the edu-
cation system created in the
country was only to provide
jobs. The British provided this
education system to prepare
a servant class for them-
selves to meet their needs.

British education 
system meant to 

create ‘servant class’ 

Nine boys escape from
observation home

RAHUL GANDHI VIDEO

Unable to arrest TV anchor,
C’garh cops to return

̈ Seek legal options 

against UP counterparts

Three ‘poachers’,
deer electrocuted

A preliminary investigation

indicated that the three

persons might have laid the

wire, carrying 1,100 KV

power, to poach animals.

They got electrocuted

apparently while retrieving

the carcass of a deer that

died after coming in con-

tact with the live wire. The

deceased persons were

identified as Birbal

Dhanwar (37), Anil Kujur

(26) and Bodhan Tirkey

(40), all Raigarh residents

who worked in some facto-

ries in the district.

About the incident

NATURAL CALAMITY

A building slab collapsed after a landslide due to heavy rainfall, at Mashobra in
Shimla district, Thursday.

MISUSE OF OFFICIAL POSITION

‘NHSRCL MD , in-charge of
bullet train project, sacked’

Raj Babbar gets
two-year jail

̈ For assaulting
polling officer

RS 90 CR BANK FRAUD CASE

CBI books Karnal-based
rice export firm

Irregularity of coal stocks in Rehar mines 
̈ Under SECL

Vishrampur area “ There is nothing like it and
complaint is wrong. The
stocks are available as per
the records.”

FFiioorroozz  AAnnssaarrii
MMiinneess  MMaannaaggeerr  RReehhaarr  

“ I’ve taken charge but can-
not confirm about stock
now. Let me first see to con-
firm about the stock.”

AAnniirruuddhh  SSiinngghh  
AArreeaa  MMaannaaggeerr  RReehhaarr  

What officials say…..

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre visited the soil test-
ing laboratory at
Ruabandha on Thursday.
Samples of vermicompost
from all the five districts of
the division have been
brought here for examina-
tion. The conclusions ob-
tained from the analysis
will be particularly useful
for the benefit of farming.
Joint Director
(Agriculture) Rajesh
Rathore said that the sam-
ples of vermicompost are
being regularly analyzed in

the laboratory. He said that
under the ambitious
scheme of the government,
the analysis of vermi com-
post is being done in the
soil testing laboratory of
Ruabandha from the year
2020. The Divisional Soil

Testing Laboratory is re-
sponsible for quality con-
trol of Vermi Compost
which is manufactured in
Gauthans. 1021 samples
were examined in the year
2020-21, 1082 in the year
2021-22 and 141 samples

have been examined in the
current year 2022-23 till
date. In this manner, a total
of 2244 vermi compost sam-
ples have been analyzed in
the last three years. After
discussing various aspects
of the analysis process, the

Divisional Commissioner
appreciated the work and
directed to make the analy-
sis report available in time.
Balanced use of fertilizers
and vermicompost have an
important role in maintain-
ing soil fertility. He directed
to ensure that its benefits
reach maximum farmers.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
the use of vermi compost
helps a lot in maintaining
the organic balance of the
soil. Improvement of soil
is a big step towards or-
ganic farming. It is a mat-
ter of happiness that the
farmers of Durg division
are rapidly adopting or-
ganic manure. By using
vermicompost, they are
also getting better yields.
Assistant Soil Testing
Officer Pushpa Rajendran
was also present.

Pandey asks officials to prepare 
roadmap for water conservation

Bhilai, Jul 07: Water con-
servation plan must be pre-
pared in the district and
works shall be done accord-
ing to the roadmap, said
Pravash Prashun Pandey,
Joint Secretary,
Department of Justice,
while addressing the offi-
cials here at Durg on
Thursday. He asked them to
check the water harvesting
systems of the old build-
ings and conduct de-silting
of the pits if required.

Efforts must be made to
ensure that proper water
recharge is being done. In
connection with Jal Shakti
Abhiyan, Joint Secretary
Pravash Prashun Pandey
gave significant guidance
to the officials. He praised

the water recharging work
being done in Durg district
through schemes like
Narva. He said that the
urban areas are increasing
rapidly in Durg district. In
such a situation, the popu-
lation will increase consid-
erably. Hence there is a
need to prepare a plan for
water conservation accord-
ing to the future needs.

He emphasised on the
need to promote water har-
vesting. There should be a
strong system in cities to
ensure water harvesting
from every house and con-
serve the underground
water. Water harvesting
was prominent among the
points emphasized by
Pandey. He said that water
harvesting should be done
prominently in urban
areas. Along with this, he
also spoke about the reno-
vation of ponds and wells.

Along with this, he also dis-
cussed geo tagging. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan informed that
geo-tagging is being done in
the district. Geo tagging has
been done for Amrit
Sarovar as well. He gave
specific information about
the Narva scheme in the
district.

He said that water level
has increased rapidly
through Narva schemes
and more than 5000 struc-

tures have been built in
Durg district in the second
phase of Narva. The CEO
said that due to the Narva
scheme, farmers have start-
ed taking other crops as
well. The water level has in-
creased rapidly in the vil-
lages where works of Narva
structure have been com-
pleted. Along with this,
many old structures have
also been renovated. The
District Administration
has done concrete works in

the field of irrigation.
Suresh Pandey, Executive
Engineer, Water Resources
Department gave detailed
information about the
works done in the field of
irrigation.

He informed that areas
like Dhamdha, which faced
water scarcity during sum-
mers, have recorded an ef-
fective increase in the area
of irrigation through
Narva works and irrigation
schemes. The area of irri-
gation has been increased
through lift irrigation
schemes in Patan area.

The Joint Secretary said
that the work of water con-
servation is the most im-
portant. Along with making
plans in this direction, it is
also necessary to check
wastage of water. There is a
need to keep an eye on the
supply network of water in
urban areas.

Painting exhibition
inaugurated at

Nehru Art Gallery
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A painting
exhibition organised by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
school children was inau-
gurated by Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance) at Nehru Art
Gallery, Civic centre on
Thursday evening.

The exhibition showcas-
es winning entries by BSP
school students. School
children had participated
in a painting competition
earlier during the day on
the theme of 'Environment
and Sustainability' as part
of the Iconic week celebra-
tions under the banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
Jacob Kurian, GM (LA &
PR), Sanjay Kumar, GM
(TSD), Prashant Tiwari,
GM (PR), Shikha Dubey,
GM (Education) and other
senior officials from
Education, Township and

PR department were pres-
ent on the occasion.
'Children have taken a lot of
interest in painting and ex-
plaining the theme of the
painting', Chief Guest Dr
AK Panda wrote in the visi-
tors' book. Entry for the ex-
hibition is free of cost.
People can visit the exhibi-
tion from July 07 to 09, 2022
during 6 pm to 8.30 pm.

Mobile tableau tours
Rajhara during Iconic week
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A mobile
tableau went around
schools at Rajhara Mines
on Thursday. Pamphlets to
say no to 'Single use plas-
tic' were distributed in
BSP School, Rajhara, DAV
School, Rajhara and
Nehru Govt School,
Rajhara. As many as 300
school students from
Rajhara Mines participat-
ed in the Iconic week cele-
brations of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant under the ban-
ner of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

The mobile tableau
toured these schools and
awareness campaigns on
saying no to 'Single use
plastic' and switching to
steel were organised at
Rajhara Mines on
Thursday. Children took a
pledge not to use 'Single
use plastic' and teachers

explained the need to al-
ternative materials mov-
ing towards an environ-
ment friendly and sustain-
able future. SAIL- Bhilai
Steel Plant is celebrating
the Iconic week of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav dur-
ing the period of July 04 to
10, 2022.

In this context, the
Safety Engineering
Department will be organ-
ising an awareness pro-
gramme on Health &

Safety for contract workers
of BSP at HRD Assembly
hall on July 08, 2022. Dr
Ram from OHS will be the
Faculty for the pro-
gramme. Road Safety
awareness programme
will be conducted at Blast
Furnace, EMD and
Foundry shop on July 08,
2022. 'Roko-toko' abhiyaan
and special Road Safety
awareness propagating the
message of Safety will be
organised on July 08, 2022.

Police conducts surprise checks in posh areas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Durg
Police conducted surprise
checking in the posh
areas, apartments and
colonies early morning on
Thursday. About 150
jawans and 18 officers
were involved in this oper-
ation which began at 05:00
hrs on the day. They
checked the houses in
Kuber Residency, Surya
Residency and Chauhan

Town.
Police teams verified the

identity of the tenants,
checked whether the lifts
were regularly serviced,
presence of anti-social ele-
ments, unclaimed vehicles
in parking, CCTV, etc.
They took complaints and
feedback from the people.

With the aim to curb
criminal incidents in
Durg-Bhilai city, this spe-
cial drive was launched
under the direction of

Superintendent of Police,
Durg Dr Abhishek
Pallava. Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv led this drive. On
Thursday, more than one
and a half dozen officers
and 150 jawans visited
every house to conduct
tenant verification. They
visited door to door to
record information about
the people living in the
houses.

This campaign began in
Kuber and Surya
Residency as well as
Chauhan Town from 5:00
hrs in the morning. The
cops discovered some
shortcomings and errors
during the drive. The con-
cerned people were asked
to rectify the errors. The
residents were made
aware about the installa-
tion of CCTV cameras and
other rules. Dial 112 and
other contact numbers

were communicated to
them so that they could
call the police in emer-
gency situations.

Surprise checking was
done by the Durg Police in
more than 450 houses,
apartments, and colonies
in the posh areas of the
city. The cops checked the
presence of anti-social ele-
ments as well as suspects.
People were urged to get
police verification done
before giving the houses

on rent.
The entire operation

was led by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddiqui,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh, SHOs of Supela PS
and Khursipar PS and
Smriti Nagar Chwoki and
more than 150 jawans con-
ducted the drive.
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p Joint Secretary of Water
Resources Department
chairs a meeting

Small unit becomes a big
poultry farm in just one year

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A journey
of thousand miles begins
with a single step. This
common saying has been
proved by the women of
Amar Self Help Group of
Village Thanaud. With a
lot of hesitation, they
started a small unit with
400 chicks after receiving
aid from the government.

On getting success,
they established a hatch-
ery and generated more
income. Now the small
unit has become a big
poultry farm with 12000
chicks. The cost of one
chick is Rs 5. The group
sells the chicks when
they grow bigger and
make a profit of around
30 to 40 rupees.

The chicks are ready
for sale in markets within
90 days. The group is ex-
pecting an income of Rs 4
lakh in three months. In
this manner, they are like-
ly to earn a profit of about
Rs 16 lakhs in a year.

Giving information in

this regard, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
intends to increase liveli-
hood activities in the gau-
thans. In this regard, on
the instructions of
Collector Pushpendra
Meena, work is being
done to promote liveli-
hood-oriented activities
in all Gauthans.

Efforts are being made
to upgrade and improve
the existing projects
which are working satis-
factorily. The assistance
provided to the Thanaud
unit gave a great re-
sponse. The enterprise of
this SHG was encouraged
and asked to work further.
The results have been
very good and the profit of
this eight-member group
has increased rapidly.

Group President
Purnima Dhangar said
that they are very happy.
At first, they started work
hesitantly. But, there was
a lot of cooperation from
the officials of the district

administration. They pro-
vided continuous techni-
cal guidance and today
the SHG is able to work in
such a big shed.

Assistant Veterinary
Field Officer Mohit
Kamle said that women
are doing very good work
with technical guidance.
They are regularly in-
formed about the precau-
tions which are neces-
sary for poultry farming.
The group has succeeded
to keep the chicks safe.

Dr DV Rathia, Deputy
Director, Veterinary
Services informed that
poultry farming is being
done in 54 Gauthans of
the district. The Poultry
Units of Gauthans are
being rapidly upgraded.

Hatchery units have
also been started in
Gauthans. With sus-
tained efforts in
Thanaud, the women of
self-help group have put
themselves at par with
the big farm units. This is
just a beginning, he
added.

Appreciable works of Amar Self Help Group at Thanaud

Over 2244 samples of vermicompost 
analysed in three years

p Kavre inspects divi-
sional Soil Testing
Laboratory in
Ruabandha

BMC Commissioner conducts surprise inspection

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar is continu-
ously conducting inspec-
tions for getting appraised
about the administrative
functioning. He is also
conducting surprise in-
spections of the Zone
Offices.

On Thursday, the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner conducted
a surprise inspection of
the Nehru Nagar Zone of-
fice. He met all the office
staff and questioned them

about their work. He re-
viewed the departmental
works and took informa-
tion about the important
works from the Zone
Commissioner. The
Commissioner inquired
about the action plan to
deal with the situation of
waterlogging in the rains
and instructed the offi-
cials to remain prepared
to overcome any situation.

He said that the works
which can be done during
the rains should be com-
pleted soon. He asked
them to set a priority and
keep special focus on such
tasks which are absolutely
necessary. Small problems
related to citizens should
be resolved quickly.

He asked the Zone
Commissioner to conduct

daily morning visits with
his team to resolve the
basic problems and en-
sure proper city sanita-
tion. He asked to focus on
innovative work and
maintain photographs as
records. He gave instruc-
tions to the Zone
Commissioner to ensure

proper maintenance of
community toilets.

He said that the ongoing
works should be complet-
ed at the earliest and pend-
ing projects should be
launched soon. Further,
he reviewed the Patta and
Ration Card issues and in-
structed them to pay spe-

cial attention to property
tax collection.

He said that a list of de-
faulters should be pre-
pared and action should
be taken on the defaulters
as per rules. He directed to
impose a fine on the build-
ing material dumped on
the roads.

A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, In-
charge EE Vinita Verma,
Assistant Engineer Alok
Pasine, Deputy Engineer
Shweta Verma and
Prabha Toppo, Kamlesh
Dwivedi from Sanitation
Department and others
were present in the 
meeting.

p Instructs to prepare
a list of property 
tax defaulters
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WATERLOGGING

With just heavy showers for few minutes, the city’s main Jaistambh Chowk witnessed waterlogging due to lack of
proper drainage in that area.

Common man to suffer by bringing pre-packaged, pre-labeled items  under GST ambit

Raipur, Jul 07: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golcha, Executive
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal and CAIT State
President Jitendra Doshi,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh and
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
informed that on
Thursday July 7th, under
the joint aegis of

Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
and Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) CG
Chapter, business meet
was organised at Chamber
Office Ch. Devilal Udyog
Bhawan. Bombay Market,
Raipur. Chief Guest of the
function was CAIT
National President B.C.
Bhartia. The function was
president by Praveen
Khandelwal, National
General Secretary, CAIT.
Special guest present on
the occasion was Sumeet
Agarwal, National

Secretary.
National President of

CAIT, B.C. Bhartia,
National General
Secretary, Praveen
Khandelwal, National
Secretary Sumit Agarwal,
Chamber State President
Amar Parwani, CAIT
State President, Jitendra
Doshi said that the GST
Council, in its meeting on
June 28-29, said that bring-
ing any type of marked
food grains, butter, curd,
lassi and other items  in
the tax slab of 5 percent,
adversely affects the com-

mon men of the country.
Confederation Of All
India Traders (CAIT) and
other food organisations
said that this decision will
increase the business of
big brands against small
manufacturers and
traders and will make the
items used by the common
people costlier. Special
food items, cereals, etc.,
which were not branded
till now, were exempted
from GST. With this deci-
sion of the  GST Council,
pre-packaged, pre-labeled
items have now been
brought under the
purview of GST. A provi-
sion of 5 percent GST has
been made on unbranded
prepackaged food grains
like Atta, Poha etc.

They  said that in this
concern trade organisa-
tions of all the state will
give memorandum to the
Finance Ministers of

their respective states
and urge them to with-
draw this decision. It is a
matter of great concern
that all the states unani-
mously passed it in the
meeting of the GST
Council and none of the
state finance ministers
have thought that how
small traders will be able
to comply with this deci-
sion and how will the fi-
nancial burden of this de-
cision fall on the common
people. No trade associa-
tions in the country have
been consulted on this
issue, they alleged. Only
15 percent of the popula-
tion in the country use
big-brand goods while 85
percent of the population
lives on products without
a brand or mark. Bringing
these items in the tax slab
of GST is an unjust step
which should be taken
back by the council and the

decision should not be no-
tified as an immediate re-
lief.

They said that there is
definitely an increase in
GST tax collection. But in-
stead of bringing the goods
of the common people in
the tax slab, the tax net
should be widened, for
which those who have not
come under the tax net so
far, should be brought
under the tax net, which
will increase the revenue
of the central and state
governments. After this
decision, agricultural
products with pre-pack-
aged labels like paneer,
buttermilk, packaged
curd, wheat flour, other ce-
reals, honey, papad, food
grains, meat and fish (ex-
cept frozen), puffed rice
and jaggery etc. will also
become costlier. These
items are used by the com-
mon man of the country.

Raipur, Jul 07: Youth
Congress workers
under the leadership of
Md Siddik on Thursday
burnt the effigy of NDA
government at the
Centre to register
protest against the hike
of Rs 50 on LPF cylin-
der.

Providing the above

information in
a statement is-
sued here, the
Youth Congress
leader Siddik
said that hiero-
cracy on part of
the BJP has
been exposed
with no state-
ment in sup-
port of the pub-
lic. He termed
the hike to be

an act of cheat to the
people. Prominent
among those present
during the demonstra-
tion include District
Congress Vice
President Dinesh
Thakur, Manoj Goel,
Abhitabh Ghosh,
Mukund Panchal and
others.

Advance Leadership Camp of NCC begins in Raipur

Raipur, Jul 07: Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
started on 06 July at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakholi, Arang. As many
as 250 college NCC cadets
from Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya

Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in this 12-day
camp. Those who will be
given intensive training
in various military sub-
jects along with the regu-
lar routine of the army

and guiding lectures will
be organized for their per-
sonality development.

The responsibility of
organizing this camp has
been given to the
Commanding Officer, 38
Chhattisgarh Battalion,
NCC Rajnandgaon.
Chhattisgarh NCC chief
Brigadier Ashish Kumar
Das along with Camp
Commandant Col Rohit
Kaushik and Deputy
Commandant Col Vivek
inspected the camp.

While delivering the
opening address on the
second day of the camp,
the Camp Commandant
exhorted the cadets to
make the most of the
camp. Giving detailed in-
formation for the SSB ex-
aminations to become an
army officer, he told

about the qualities which
have to be developed to be
successful in different
stages of this examina-
tion. Under specific guid-
ance, Colonel Sikarwar of
NCC Group Head Quarter
Raipur gave a remarkable
lecture on the subject of
self-vigilance and self-
awareness to the cadets
and resolved their doubts.

Subedar Major
Mukhtiar Singh along
with military officers and
NCC officers Lt. LP
Chand (Orissa), Lt.
Gautam (Andhra
Pradesh), Lt. Pradeep
(Orissa) and First Officer
J.K. Singh Kawardha
(Chhattisgarh) training
works are conducting the
training programme to
make this camp success-
ful.

Six SPs shifted in reshuffle with Thakur
given job of Rajnandgaon

Raipur, Jul 07: In a sig-
nificant reshuffle among
Indian Police Services
(IPS) Officers, the
Chhattisgarh government
on Thursday shifted the
R a j n a n d g a o n
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Santosh Singh to
Korba whereas Koriya
District SP Prafful
Thakur has been entrust-
ed with the responsibility
of Rajnandgaon SP.

Six SPs have been given
fresh postings in the
reshuffle. IPS officer of
2009 batch D Ravishanker
has been shifted from
Surajpur Battalion to
Jashpur as SP, Janjgir-
Champa Battalion Indira

Kalyan Elesela has been
shifted to Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi as SP whereas
Jashpur SP Rajesh Kumar
Agrawal has been shifted
to Janjgir-Champa Armed
Forces Battalion and
Mahasamund SP Vivek
Shukla too has been shift-
ed to Bijapur Battalion as
Commandant. Korba SP
Bhojraj Patel has been
shifted to Mahasamund as
SP, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi SP Trilok
Bansal has been shifted as
Koriya SP and Prafful
Thakur has been shifted
from Koriya District to
major district of
Rajnandgaon as SP in the
reshuffle.

Chain snatcher nabbed with 2 ‘tolas’ gold chain
Raipur, Jul 07: A chain-
snatcher of inter-state
gang snatching chain
roaming in two-wheeler
was nabbed by the Raipur
Police and another ac-
cused is still absconding.
The accused nabbed is
from Reewa of MP and is
already having three
cases against him in dif-
ferent thanas. The police
has seized the gold chains
and bike of the accused.

As per information in
this regard, the above ac-
cused used to be involved
in chain snatching near
Devendra Nagar of
Pandri Thana and in
Tikrapara area. The name
of accused is Sarvesh
Dwivedi and he used to

generally target people in
isolated places. The ac-
cused used to target peo-
ple all alone.

The Police has seized
gold chains of 4 ‘tolas’
worth Rs 2 lakh from his
possession along with the

bike used. The other ac-
cused Anil Giri is still ab-
sconding and the police is
searching for him. It was
on regular working by the
Anti-crime and Cyber
unit that the above ac-
cused was nabbed.

Youth loses both legs getting
pulled along by speeding a truck

Raipur, Jul 07: A youth
on a bike was hit by a
speeding truck near Oswal
Petrol Pump in
Telibandha area and the
youth got badly injured.
The youth also got stuck in
the truck and was pulled
along for a short-distance
and due to which both his
legs got detached from the
body and it created a very
horrific situation for those

present. On hearing about
this incident, Telibandha
police immediately
reached the site of the ac-
cident and took the youth
to the hospital for treat-
ment.

The incident took place
at around 3:30 in the after-
noon on Thursday, when
the youth coming from
VIP road area was hit by a
speeding truck coming
from Telibandha area near
Oswal Petrol Pump. Due to
this collision the youth got
stuck along with his bike

and got pulled along, be-
fore the truck could stop.
In this the youth Saktivel
N leg got detached from
the body and gave a very
horrific scene at the site of
the accident.

Telibandha Police was
immediately informed by
passer-by and on reaching
here the youth was sent to
a hospital and is undergo-
ing treatment. The truck
driver is absconding after
the accident and the Police
has started search for him,
seizing the truck.

‘Gauthans, RIPs included under scope of EBHS’
Raipur, 7 July 2022: The
Cabinet under chairman-
ship of CM Bhupesh
Baghel took many impor-
tant decisions here on
Thursday and according to
which the State govern-
ment has taken a decision
to boost the income of
farmers and to enhance
the yield of pulses crops in
the state. As per this deci-
sion, the state government
will procure ‘tuar, urad
and moong’ crops in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23 on support price.
Guidelines will be issued
for this soon.

Further in the Cabinet
expanding the scope of
Electricity Bill Half
Scheme (EBHS), State
Government has decided
to include Gauthans and
Rural Industrial Parks
(RIPs) being set up under
Narva, Garuva, Ghurua,
Bari scheme. Under this
scheme of state govern-
ment to reduce the electric-
ity bill of domestic con-
sumers for consumption
upto 400 units, State
Government has decided
to provide concession of
50% on the electricity bills
of the connections provid-
ed by CSPDCL to
Gauthans and Rural
Industrial Parks, set up

under Narva Garva
Ghurua Bari scheme.

Further the Cabinet has
decided to further rational-
ize the process of domicle
certificate issuance in
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple from outside the state
do not take unnecessary
advantage of it. Cabinet
has decided to amend the
previous provisions.

As per the proposed
amendment, prescribed
qualifications for admis-
sion in any institution or
for service under the gov-
ernment, would now in-
clude the pass certificates
of Std 1st, 4th and 5th ex-
aminations instead of just
std 8th from any educa-
tional institutions of
Chhattisgarh. In other
cases as well, it has been
decided to add pass certfi-

cate of 1st, 4th, 5th exami-
nation in the educational
qualification.

To determine special
incentive package for in-
vestment in Steel inds

In order to encourage
the establishment of mega
and ultra mega projects in
Chhattisgarh, Cabinet has
decided to determine a spe-
cial incentive package for
investment in steel (sponge
iron and steel) industries
under the state’s industrial
policy 2019-24.

Providing exemption in
the stamp duty and regis-
tration fee for transferring
the common area of the
colony to the union/socie-
ty of allottees by the pro-
moter of residential
colonies approved by the
Housing and Environment
Department or Chairman

Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority,
Cabinet has decided to im-
pose the stamp duty at Rs
10 thousand and registra-
tion of Rs. 5000. The above
exemption will be given on
the registration of the gen-
eral area of the colony cer-
tified by the Director, City
and Rural Investment or
the officer authorized by
him.

Major relaxation on
Stamp Duty, Registry
Fee etc.

Providing a major relax-
ation on Stamp Duty,
Registry Fee and Urban
Body Fee, based on the
amount payable on the al-
lotment of government
land to people living in
urban areas, settlement of
encroached land and con-
verting non-concessional

and concessional perma-
nent leases into land
owner rights. Cabinet has
decided to extend the ex-
emption period from 31
March 2022 to 31 March
2023. Moreover, the stamp
duty payable on the deeds
of allotment, settlement
and transfer of land owner
rights in urban areas has
been fixed at 5 percent and
a exemption of maximum
of Rs. 2000 will be provided
on the cess.

Likewise, the registra-
tion fee payable on the
deeds to be transferred in
the allotment, settlement
and land owner rights was
fixed at a maximum of Rs 2
thousand by providing a
rebate of 4% in the regis-
tration fee.

Cabinet has decided to
completely waive off the

one percent additional
(urban body) duty on the
stamp duty payable on al-
lotment, settlement and
change in land owner
rights.

3% of the budget provi-
sion under Godhan Nyay
Yojana has been sanc-
tioned to administrative
head for maintainance and
development of gauthans
and for providing training,
incentive and awards to
gauthan management
committees through select-
ed NGIs and NGOs, as per
the provisions of Centre
Sponsored Extension
Reforms

Cabinet has decided to
provide self-help groups
and primary co-operative
societies affiliated to
Gauthans with incentive
amount  on sale of com-
post and bonus amount on
annual compost sale .

In regards to the provi-
sion of incentives for rice
mills in Kharif marketing
year 2021-22, Cabinet has
decided that 50 percent
amount of incentive will
be paid with custom
milling fee and the remain-
ing 50 percent amount will
be paid after they deposit
the total quantity (as per
the target) into the central
pool. The draft of

Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Provision (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) (PESA)
Rules-2022 was approved.

Special compassionate
appointment to Dr Alka
Panda

Taking a humane and
sensitive initiative, Cabinet
has decided to provide spe-
cial compassionate ap-
pointment to Dr Alka
Panda, wife of Senior Pilot
(Heli) Late Captain Gopal
Krishna Panda, on the post
of lecturer under the
Department of School
Education.

Providing relaxation in
the Contract Rules 2012,
Cabinet has decided to ex-
tend the contract period of
Col. Rajneesh Sharma,
Deputy Inspector General
of Police (STF) Baghera
District Durg, by one year.

The twentieth annual re-
port of Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission
(period from 01 April 2020
to 31 March 2021 was ap-
proved. Cabinet has decid-
ed to upgrade the payscale
of the officers of State
Administrative Service
(2013 batch).

To regulate the use of
molasses (molasses) in
Chhattisgarh, the draft of
Chhattisgarh Molasses
(molasses) Control and

Regulation Rules 2022 was
approved. The draft of
Chhattisgarh Cess
(Amendment) Bill 2022 was
approved to collect cess
amount for Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission and
Rajiv Mitan Club scheme.

Considering the list of
candidates selected for a
total of 5 posts of Sports
Officer, Administrator,
Assistant Director and
Youth Welfare Officer
under the Department of
Sports and Youth Welfare
through the Public Service
Commission as a special
case, Cabinet has decided
to extend the validity peri-
od of the selection list.

The draft of the
Chhattisgarh Private
University (Establishment
and Operation)
(Amendment) Bill 2022 was
approved.

Cabinet has decided to
provide scale equivalent of
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests on
non-functional basis to the
officers posted on the post
of Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests from 1988 to 1991
batch, who have completed
30 years of qualifying serv-
ice of Indian Forest
Service of Chhattisgarh
cadre.

Which hit him near
Oswal Petrol pump

Traders demands to
withdraw this deci-
sion by giving a
memorandum to
the Finance
Ministers of each
state

YCmen hold demo against
LPG cylinder price hike
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PLASTIC WASTE

Despite ban on use of single-use plastic, there is heap of garbage full of plastic carry bags and polythene raising
questions on its implementation by authorities.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0077::  The new District
Collector of the district, Saurabh
Kumar, discussed in detail about
the progress of development
works including the priority
schemes of the state govern-
ment in the review meeting here.
He said that the schemes of the
government should be imple-
mented better and instructions
were given to give top priority to
the works of public interest. 

District level officers includ-
ing Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Jayshree Jain,
ADM Ram Aghari Kuruvanshi
Forest Divisional Officer Kumar
Nishant were present in the

meeting. The Collector reviewed
in detail the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Chief Minister’s
Tree Plantation Promotion
Scheme, Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Chief Minister Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Urban Slum Health
Scheme, Nutrition Campaign
etc. and asked to buy cow dung
in all active Gauthans under
Godhan Nyay Yojana. 

He also directed to benefit
maximum number of people
from Mukhyamantri Shahari
Slum Health Scheme and
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar Clinic
Yojna. It was informed in the
meeting that 100 percent is

being organized as per the tar-
get of Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic Scheme. 

37 Haat Bazars were organ-
ized in the district in the month
of July and 2 thousand 48
patients were treated. The col-
lector thoroughly reviewed the
applications received under Jan
Choupal, Jandarshan, Public
Service Guarantee. In the meet-
ing, the Collector took informa-
tion regarding the formation of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club and site
marking for Krishna Kunj in
urban bodies. 

The Collector also reviewed
pending cases of revenue cases,
undisputed conversion, disputed
conversion, demarcation and
distribution, diversion, mapping,
digital signature, account divi-
sion etc. He directed to expedite
the disposal of pending revenue
cases.

Bilaspur, Jul 07: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal attended the
All India Education
Conference - National
Education Policy-2020
implementation discus-
sion organized from 07
to 09 July, 2022 in
Varanasi. Honorable
Prime Minister of the
country, Narendra
Modi, was the Chief
Guest of the inaugural
program of this three-
day program organized
at the Rudraksh
Convention Center in
Varanasi.

The programme start-
ed with Saraswati
Vandana after which
the Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan presented the
welcome address. After
that, the Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi
Adityanath presented
his views on the
National Education
Policy 2020. Honorable
Governor of Uttar

Pradesh  Anandiben
Patel, Union Minister of
State for Education,
Education Minister of
Uttar Pradesh,
Technical Education
Minister, and Chairman
of Drafting Committee
of National Education
Policy-2020, Dr. K.
Kasturirangan were
also present.

The Chief Guest of
the inaugural program,
Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi said
that we are celebrating
the year of Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence. Learning
takes us to immortality.
Education leads to re-
search and learning
leads to consciousness.
Youth will become self-
reliant through
National Education
Policy 2020. It is our re-
sponsibility to encour-
age the dreams of the
youth.

Indian higher educa-
tion institutions are
making their place in
the international rank-
ings. We have to moti-
vate the youth for re-

search and innovation.
National Education
Policy 2020 takes educa-
tion out of the narrow
circle and connects it
with modern ideas. Our
higher educational in-
stitutions have to pres-
ent their research re-
sults with evidence so
that the credibility of
our research in the
world increases.

The inauguration cer-
emony of this event was
telecasted at various
places of the University
including the confer-
ence hall of the
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Building, Library, and
New IT Building.
Educationists from
across the country along
with heads of central
and state higher educa-
tional institutions
across the country par-
ticipated in the pro-
gram. In this three-day
program, the heads of
various higher educa-
tional institutions will
brainstorm deeply re-
garding the implemen-
tation of the National
Education Policy 2020.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0077::  Bilaspur Police
has arrested three involved in
online fraud from Delhi. Actually
the fraudsters have cheated a for-
est employee of Rs 25 lakh in the
name of providing insurance worth
Rs 80 lakh. Getting influenced with
the offer, the employee trans-
ferred 25 lakh into their account
online. The police after registering
a case, nabbed all three from Delhi
and has so far not recovered the
amount cheated from them.

The case is that of VK Dhruv
(52) of Magarpara of Civil Lines
area of Bilaspur who is posted in
the forest department. On Nov 2,
2021 he received a phone call on
his mobile from unidentified num-
ber claiming himself to be an offi-
cer from Insurance Company and
informed him that from the insur-
ance done by him, he got premium
and maturity amount of Rs 80 lakh.
The amount of her insurance claim
in the name of wife is Rs 1.50 lakh.
On hearing about this the employ-
ee got carried away and asked
how to claim that amount.

The forest employee informed
that the fake insurance employee
got Rs 30000 deposited through
RTGS in his account and then in
the name of service tax, income

tax and other amount, he got a
total of Rs 25 lakh deposited in his
account in different bank
accounts. But even after deposit-
ing such a huge amount he was
asked to deposit more and it was
here that he realized that he has
been cheated and so he filed a
case of online fraud.

TI Parivesh Tiwari informed
that last on Jun 2 the police start-
ed the investigations into the case
and with help of Cyber cell came
to know that this gang of online
fraudsters work from Delhi and
cheat  people of providing huge
bonus and insurance claims. The
police raided their place in Delhi
and nabbed the three accused viz.
Shahbaz Alam S/o Moh. Isha (30) ,
Prince Kumar Singh S/o Surendra
(22) and Arpit Kumar Shrivastava
S/o Arun (25). The police also
seized the CPU, scanner, 15
cheque books, five passbooks,
mobile and other from the fraud-
sters and all their accounts in dif-
ferent banks have been put on
hold. The police is still holding
talks with the accused and check-
ing their accounts to know about
amount of fraud to this employees
and others.

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  0077::  A woman
returning from Australia has
been found to be Corona positive
and this has created panic
among those who are residing
with her and mid-way in the trav-
el. On the other  hand the sample
of the woman has been sent to
AIIMS Raipur to check about the
variant. A woman from Dhamtari
residing in Australia returned on
Wednesday and reached her res-
idence in Dhamtari. Testing was
done in a private lab in Raipur
and on finding her positive, the
other sample was taken for fur-
ther testing. 

Nodal officer Vijay Phulmali
informed that the report of
woman from Australia was found
to be positive and her sample has
been taken and sent to AIIMS
Raipur for  WGS Genome
Sequencing, so that the Omicron

variant can be identified.
Presently the woman is stable
and under home isolation. The
sample of all other in her family
has been taken and they all have
been given necessary instruc-
tions.

Encroachment removed
in Ward No 18

Korba, July 06: Under
the guidance of
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, in ward no 18 of
Dabripara Basti, the staff
of the corporation re-
moved the encroachment
being done by some peo-
ple and gave strict in-
structions to them not
t o t r y t o e n c r o a c h
again, otherwise strict
action will be taken.

The encroachment
was being done by plant-
ing bamboo bats and as
soon as the information
was received the en-
croachment squad of
the corporation reached
the spot and encroach-

ments were removed
under the supervision of
encroachment in-charge
Yo g e s h R a t h o r e .
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey gave
strict instructions to the
field officers and employ-
ees of the corporation
and said that they should
keep a watchful eye on
encroachments in their
workplaces and wherev-
er new encroachments,
illegal occupations are
seen, immediately in-
form the Encroachment
Squad, as well as make
sure that no new en-
croachments take place
anywhere.

Teachers in schools encouraging children
regarding culture of Bastar

Bastar, Jul 07: The work
of teachers in Masha
Salemata is getting appre-
ciation from the villagers.
In today’s modern race, on
the one hand, people are
promoting scientific ac-
tivities and children are
also not far from this sys-
tem, but a group of
teachers here are pro-
pogating  Bastar culture,
via activities, in which
special attention is being

paid to give information
about the culture includ-
ing Bastar Dussehra ,
local festivals and an ex-
hibition has been set up
in the houses and fields.

The members of the
children’s cabinet in the
school have also set up a
kitchen garden which is
looked after by the chil-
dren. Arriving to ob-
serve the said school, the
midday meal nodal offi-

cer Shailendra Tiwari
informed the school fam-
ily and the school com-
mittee about the 100 per-
cent attendance of the
children.

On this occasion
Pradhan Pathak M
Pramod Kumar, Durgesh
Mishra , Rakesh Sharma
, Mosuram Sardul,
Vimla Pandey, Manjula
Das, Ratnavati Maurya
were present.

DPS-R aluminus Harshit shines in UPSC

Raipur, Jul 07: Working
assiduously through his
schooling career, Delhi
Public School, Raipur’s
alumni, Harshit Mehar
went on performing re-
lentlessly with elan and
conviction till he cleared
UPSC in 2021. He secured
AIR 376 which is com-
mendable as lakhs of stu-
dents attempt this exam
but only 1% is able to pock-
et it.

An exultant Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee, ap-
parently proud of
Harshit’s accomplish-
ment, congratulated him
on his dexterous ascent
and invited him to school
to interact with the pres-
ent batch of class XII stu-
dents as an exemplary
peer trying to set bench-
marks that only need to be
set higher and higher each

year.
The sober and solemn

Harshit studied in DPS
from 2006 to 2013. His aspi-
rations took him to the sci-
ence stream in school but
after completing mechani-
cal engineering from BIT,
Durg, his transition into
pursuing UPSC trans-
formed him from a con-
fused, hesitant child to a
confident aspirant of ad-
ministrative services. He
shared that he was enam-
ored to take this exam as
he had seen his father
moving from one town to
another as Forest Officer.
He felt that as a bureau-
crat, he can also be a part
of improvement for the
society at large. So he di-
verted himself to a
branch of studies i.e. so-
cial science that he had
considered insignificant.

But he asked the students
not to make this mistake.
They shoud learn every
subject with respect and
participate in co curricu-
lar activity while in
school with an eye to-
wards self-improvement.

Many students wished
to know what inspired
him to take up UPSC or
how did he groom himself
towards administrative
services when he was pur-
suing engineering.
Acknowledging every stu-
dent’s query, he answered
calmly and practically. He
owned that it took 3 at-
tempts and 5 long years to
clear this tough exam in
which he lost a lot of
weight but gained in phys-
ical fitness, self reliance
and the rewards he
reaped are a wonderful
end to his means.
Thanking him for his
guidance and spontaneity,
students applauded him
and promised him that
like him they will also
make the school proud
one day. The Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and the senior
members of the manage-
ment committee, Vijay
Shah and Pukhraj Jain
also congratulated him
saying, “Your infallible
acuity and hubris has
made all the difference.
Keep it up!”

Sort out applications received
at ‘Jan Darshan’: Collector 

Raipur, Jul 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today reviewed de-
partmental action plan at
a meeting of officers of
various departments in
his chamber here. The
Collector inquired the
Food Department officials
about the prevailing ra-
tion cards under various
schemes. He also told to
look into the ration cards
which have to be issued on

random basis.
After gathering infor-

mation about the number
of government fair price
shops in rural and urban
areas, he gave instructions
for storing food grains in
the stipulated time. He re-
viewed the remaining rice
to be deposited in Civil
Supplies Corporation and
FCI under custom milling
and instructed to deposit it
at the earliest.

He took information
from the Chief Executive
Officer of the cooperative
bank about 126 societies

and 138 procurement cen-
ters operating in the dis-
trict. The need for opening
new branches of public
sector banks was also dis-
cussed.

The Collector received
information about the sta-
tus of online registration
and election from the
District Registrar Co-oper-
ative Societies. He told the
officials that the target
given by the government
in relation to the loan
should be fulfilled. He in-
quired about the services
provided through

Common Service Centers
and Public Service
Centers and Bharat Net
project and directed to up-
date the pending cases and
review them daily.

He also directed to in-
spect at least two Public
Service Centers and two
Common Service Centers
every week.

Similarly, he inquired
about the ongoing works
under Public Works
Department, Bridge,
National Highway,
Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana. He directed
the officers to ensure that
quality work is done with-
in the time limit. He in-
quired about the rest
house under construction
in Sector 24 of Naya
Raipur, bungalows being
built in Sector 18, sports
complex and badminton
and squash courts at
Nimora and construction
of new assembly in Naya
Raipur.

Promised to a forest
employee on get-
ting insurance
claim and premium
of Rs 80 lakh

And also from ‘CM
Jan Choupal’

Reviews function-
ing of various
departments

Discussion on the
need to open new
branches of cooper-
ative bank

Instructions given
to deposit rice in
CSC and FCI soon

Raipur, Jul 07: On the
75th year of
Independence, a national
call has been given to cel-

ebrate the nectar festival
of independence. The
prestigious week is being
celebrated from 4th July
to 10th July 2022 to cele-
brate the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence as a public
festival with the spirit of
public participation.

Under the concept of
this series, a walkathon
has been organized by
“Jindal Steel & Power
(JSPL)” on the July 10 at
7:00 am from Marine
Drive, Telibandha. The
registration will start at
6:30 am. Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board will

be the chief guest in
this program.

On this occasion, the
company has requested
all the eager participants
to make the competitive
opportunity meaningful
by giving their best re-
gards to making the
above objective worth-
while.

JSPL organizing Walkathon on Sunday

On occasion of
‘Aazadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’

Give top priority to works of public interest: DC
Prof Chakrawal attends the
All India Education conclave

Three nabbed in online
fraud of Rs 25 lakh

Woman on her return from Australia found corona positive

On finding of a new corona positive on Wednesday and two
other getting cured, the total number of active cases in the dis-
trict is now 8. This includes 3 from Gujara block, 2 from Kurud and
1 from Nagri and two from Dhamtari.  So far 4.91 lakh patients
have been checked so far in the district and out of which 31,451
were found positive and 30,852 have got recovered. The figure of
death has not increased after 591 in last two years.



Dhamdha, Jul 07:

The Principal and
teacher, employees and
students of the
Government ITI,
Dhamdha planted
saplings in the

premises here on
Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion Principal
ITI RK Verma said that as
per scheme by the state
government from July 6
that of ‘One home, one
tree campaign’, planta-
tion work has to be done
in all the institutions and
it is by planting one
sapling by each, this cam-
paign has to be made suc-

cessful. The chief guest
of this campaign on
Wednesday was Dr
Niranjan Sarang,
Principal Fisheries
Polytechnic Dhamdha
said that plants are im-
portant for life of hu-
mans an it is the Oxygen
released by these plants
which allows our heart to
pump and provide life to
all. Set aside this with
good amount of planta-
tion there is lot of green-
ery and it makes life
more happier to live.

On this occasion all the
teachers, employees and
students of ITI Dhamdha
planted saplings and

made this campaign of
‘one home, one tree cam-
paign’ successful. In this
plantation programme,
Neetu Deshlahare,
Tripthi Sahu, Himshika
Sahu, Devati, Uma Ratre,
Kasti Prerna, Vaibhav
Chourasiya, circle expan-
sion officers, Vikram
Rajput, Vijendra,
Tomeshwar, Ajay,
Duleshwar, Omkar Sahu,
Tameshwar, Dr
Rohitkash and all the
teachers and employees
of the School KD
Manikpuri, Ashutosh
Dubey, Indra Kumar
Sahu, Rishi, Motilal
Markande were present.

Students, staff of ITI plants saplings
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Bilaspur/Raipur, Jul 07:

With an aim to
strengthen the Security
System at Railway Station
premises, Indian
Railways is going to im-
plement Video
Surveillance System
(VSS) project (CCTV
Cameras Network) under
Nirbhaya Fund at 756
Railway Stations over the
country including three
stations under SECR ju-
risdiction. Executing the
job through agency has
also been finalized.

First phase of the proj-
ect will cover major sta-
tions of category A1, A,
B,C numbering 756 and is
likely to be completed by
January 2023. The re-
maining stations will be
covered in phase-2 of im-
plementation. Safety and
security of passengers is

one of the key focus areas
of Ministry of Railways.
In order to enhance secu-
rity at Railway stations
which are major hubs of
transportation, Indian
Railways is in the process
of installing Internet
Protocol (IP) based Video
Surveillance System
(VSS) at stations, that is,
waiting halls, reservation
counters, parking areas,
main entrance/ exit, plat-
forms, foot over bridges,
booking offices etc.
Ministry of Railways has
approved works for provi-
sion of Video
Surveillance System over
Indian Railways major
stations under Nirbhaya
funds.

Mrs Aruna Singh
Chairman & Managing
Director, RailTel assured
that with the finalization
of the executing agencies,

the implementation of the
project will be fast-
tracked. The most mod-
ern software & hardware
will be used in this proj-
ect.

This VSS system will be
IP based and will have a
network of CCTV cam-
eras.

These CCTVs are being
networked on optical fiber
cable and the video feed of
the CCTV cameras will be
displayed not only at local
RPF posts but also at a
centralized CCTV control
room at divisional and
zonal level. The CCTV
cameras of stations and
video feeds will be moni-
tored at these 3 levels to
ensure enhanced safety
and security at Railway
premises.

The system comes with
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
enabled Video Analytics

Software and Facial
Recognition Software
which will help to detect
known criminals trigger-
ing an alert when they
enter station premises.
Network Management
System (NMS) has been
also been provided for
monitoring of Cameras,
Server, UPS and Switches
which can be viewed from
any web browser by au-
thorized personnel.

4 types of IP cameras
(Dome type, bullet types,
Pan Tilt Zoom type and
Ultra HD- 4k) are being in-
stalled to ensure maxi-
mum coverage of the
Railway premises.

This will give an extra
edge to the RPF officials
for ensuring enhanced se-
curity. The recording of
the video feeds form
CCTV cameras will be
stored for 30 days.

Bhatapara, Bhilai Power House 
and Tilda stations finalized for VSS 

Agencies to execute for the work of VSS at 756 major stations finalized Bilaspur, Jul 07: The work
of electrification of the
third railway line in
Amlai-Budhar section
under South East Central
Railway Bilaspur Division
for infrastructure develop-
ment will be done by the
Railway Administration
from July 7 to 20, 2022 (14
days). As soon as this work
is completed, the timeliness
and speed of the trains will
increase. As a result of this
work, operation of some
passenger trains will be
affected. The details of
which are as follows: -

Cancelled trains
Train No. 18257 Bilaspur-

Chirimiri Express depart-
ing from Bilaspur from
July 7 to 20, 2022 will re-
main cancelled.

Train No. 18258
Chirimiri - Bilaspur
Express departing from
Chirimiri from 8 to 21 July,
2022 will be cancelled.

Train No. 20971 Udaipur-
Shalimar Express depart-
ing from Udaipur on July 9
and 16, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 20971
Shalimar-Udaipur Express
departing from Shalimar
on 10th and 17th July, 2022
will be cancelled.

Train No. 22909 Valsad-
Puri Express departing
from Valsad on July 07 and
14, 2022 will remain can-
celled.

Train No. 22910 Puri-
Valsad Express departing
from Puri on July 10 and 17,
2022 will remain cancelled.

Train No. 20471 Bikaner-
Puri Express departing
from Bikaner on 10th and
17th July, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 20472 Puri-
Bikaner Express depart-
ing from Puri on July 13
and 20, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 12823 Durg-
Nizamuddin Express de-
parting from Durg on 07,
09, 11, 14, 16 and 18 July,

2022 will remain can-
celled.

Train No. 12824
N i z a m u d d i n - D u r g
Express departing from
Nizamuddin on 08, 10, 12,
15, 17 and 19 July, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 18203 Durg-
Kanpur Express depart-
ing from Durg on July 10,
12, 17 and 19, 2022 will re-
main cancelled.

Train No. 18204 Kanpur-
Durg A Express departing
from Kanpur on July 11,
13, 18 and 20, 2022 will re-
main cancelled.

Train No. 18201 Durg-
Nautanwa Express de-
parting from Durg on 08,
13, 15 and 20 July, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 18202

Nautanwa-Durg Express
departing from Nautanwa
on July 10, 15, 17 and 22,
2022 will be cancelled .

Train No. 12549 Durg-
Jammutvi Express de-
parting from Durg on July
12 and 19, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 12550
Jammutvi-Durg Express
departing from Jammutvi
on July 14 and 21, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

T r a i n N o . 1 5 2 3 1
Barauni Gondia Express
departing from Barauni
from 07 to 20 July , 2022
will be cancelled .

Train No. 15232 Gondia-
Barauni Express depart-
ing from Gondia from 08
to 21 July, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Electrification of third railway line 
 In Amalai-Budhar

section of SECR 

Collector
forms

Supervision
team

Jagdalpur, Jul 07: 

In view of the in-
crease in number of
dengue cases,
Collector Chandan
Kumar has constitut-
ed a team for supervi-
sion and appropriate
action on dengue
cases. In which
C o m m i s s i o n e r
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation Dinesh
Nag, Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr.
RK Chaturvedi and
District Malaria
Officer Dr. SS Tekam
has been appointed as
the nodal officer. As
his assistant, Dr.
Virendra Thakur, Dr.
Bastia, Basant Panda
and other health de-
partment officials and
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation’s Hemant
Shrivas, Ajay Banik,
Sushil Karma have
been kept in the team.

PROTEST OVER LPG PRICE HIKE

Members of Assam Mohila Congress during a protest over the recent hike in LPG price, in Guwahati, Thursday, July 7.

STUDENTS TRAIN FOR AGNIPATH

Youngsters attend a training session as they prepare for the Agnipath examination, at Morhabadi ground in Ranchi,
Thursday, July 7.
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Fire breaks out
Mumbai: A fire broke
out in a supermarket
in Powai area of
Mumbai on Thursday
morning, a civic offi-
cial said. There was
no report of any casu-
alty, he said. The blaze
was reported in the
Haiko Supermarket
on the main street of
Hiranandani locality
in Powai at around
6.15 am, he said. At
least nine fire engines
along with water jet-
ties and other equip-
ment were rushed to
the spot. Efforts were
on to douse the blaze,
the official said. “No
injury reported to
anyone,” the 
official said.

62-yr-old priest
beaten to death

New Delhi: A 62-year-
old priest was alleged-
ly beaten to death by a
man in northeast
Delhi’s Sonia Vihar
area, police said on
Thursday. Following
the incident, the ac-
cused was assaulted
by some locals and is
currently in a hospi-
tal, they said. Police
received information
around 5.40 am on
Wednesday regarding
a priest, identified as
Soni Ram, being beat-
en near Pusta in Sonia
Vihar, an 
official said.

Four Pak 
fishermen nabbed

New Delhi/Bhuj: A
BSF patrol caught
four Pakistani fisher-
men and seized their
ten boats from the
‘Harami Nalla’ creek
area of Kutch along
the India-Pakistan
maritime boundary
in Gujarat on
Thursday, a force
spokesperson said.
Nothing suspicious
has been recovered
from the fishing
boats, he said. The
spokesperson said a
special ambush party
of the Border
Security Force (BSF)
observed movement
between border pillar
number 1165 and 1166
while the fishermen
were sneaking “into
Indian territory”
through one of the
water channels of
‘Harami Nalla’ in
Kutch district.

Man shot dead 
Muzaffarnagar (UP):
A 42-year-old man was
shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants outside
a medical store in
Morna village of the
district, police said on
Thursday. The inci-
dent took place on
Wednesday night in
Bhopa area. ASP,
Rural, Atul
Srivastava said three
bike-borne assailants
opened fire at Praveen
Kumar, killing him on
the spot. The body 
has been sent for 
postmortem.

3 tribals killed 
Sheopur: Three trib-
als were killed and as
many others injured
after being struck by
lightning in a forest
area in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sheopur
district, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
The incident took
place on Wednesday
afternoon when the
victims went for a pic-
nic near a river in the
Ajnoi forest area.
They were busy catch-
ing fish when light-
ning struck them sud-
denly, Additional
Superintendent of
Police Satendra Singh
Tomar said. The de-
ceased have been
identified as
Rambharat Adivasi
(28), Dilip Adivasi (27)
and Mukesh Adivasi
(20), he said.

Srinagar, Jul 07 (PTI):

The administration in
Jammu and Kashmir has
established a decisive
domination over terror-
ism under the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Thursday.

“Today, under the lead-
ership of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha,
Jammu and Kashmir is on
the path of peace and de-
velopment. Sinha has es-
tablished a decisive domi-
nation over terrorism
there under the leadership
of PM Modi,” Shah said
addressing a function here
through video conferenc-
ing.

The home minister was
speaking after unveiling of
the ‘Statue of Peace’ of
philosopher and social re-
former Ramanujacharya
in Sonawar.

Shah said the adminis-
tration headed by Sinha
has also delivered develop-
ment to the people of

Kashmir without any dis-
crimination.

“For a long time, the na-
tion had a hope that
Jammu and Kashmir will
be irreversibly integrated
with the nation by re-
moval of Article 370 and
Article 35A, and that hope
was fulfilled by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
On 5 August 2019, a new
era was established in
Kashmir,” he said.

He said he was feeling
peace that the Surya (Sun)
temple in Srinagar had
been restored and renovat-
ed.

“...The unveiling of the
statue of peace in
Srinagar is a good sign for
the people of India, espe-
cially the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,”

Shah said.
“I believe that the Statue

of Peace will bring the
blessings and teachings of
Ramanujacharya to the
people of all religions in
Kashmir and take them on
the path of peace and de-
velopment,” he added.

Throwing light on the
life and teachings of the
philospher, Shah said he
had worked mostly in
South India but had visit-
ed Kashmir to procure an
important manuscript
called ‘Bodayana Vritti’, a
treatise on the Brahma
Sutras, as the only copy of
this manuscript was in the
royal library of the Valley.

“The King in Kashmir
not only opened the doors
of his library but also wel-
comed Swamy
Ramanujacharya,” he
added.

The four-feet-tall statue
shows Ramanujacharya
sitting with his hands fold-
ed. The 600-kg statue
carved from white granite
has been placed three feet
above the ground.

J-K administration has established decisive
domination over terrorism: Amit Shah

Thiruvananthapuram, Jul 07:

“Everything I tweet is
my personal opinion”,
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor said on Thursday,
a day after his Twitter post
on Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra’s
Goddess Kali remark on
Goddess Kali was termed
as “personal opinion” by
his party.

Without making any ref-
erence, Tharoor tweeted,
“Two points: 1. Everything
I tweet is my personal
opinion. I don’t have any
other kind. 2. ‘Those who
stand for nothing, fall for
anything.’ - Alexander
Hamilton.” Moitra on
Tuesday had stirred a con-
troversy with her remarks
that she has every right as
“an individual to imagine

Goddess Kali as a meat-
eating and alcohol-accept-
ing goddess”, as every per-
son has the right to wor-
ship god and goddess in
his or her own way.

While the BJP severely
criticised Moitra and her
party Trinamool Congress
distanced itself from the
comment and condemned
it, Tharoor said he was

“taken aback by the attack
on Moitra” and urged
everyone to “lighten up
and leave religion to indi-
viduals to practice private-
ly”.

In a series of tweets on
Wednesday, Tharoor said,
“I am no stranger to mali-
cious manufactured con-
troversy, but am still taken
aback by the attack on
@MahuaMoitra for saying
what every Hindu knows,
that our forms of worship
vary widely across the
country. What devotees
offer as bhog (offering)
says more about them
than about the goddess”.

“We have reached a
stage where no one can say
anything publicly about
any aspect of religion
without someone claiming
to be offended.

My tweets are my personal
opinion: Tharoor on Mahua

Thane, Jul 07 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has said it is a matter of
pride that Droupadi
Murmu, a tribal commu-
nity member, has been
nominated for the post of
the country’s President.

Shinde was talking to re-
porters here on
Wednesday after holding a
couple of meetings at the
Thane district collec-
torate.

Some mediapersons
asked him about his view
on Shiv Sena Lok Sabha
member Rahul Shewale
urging former CM Uddhav
Thackeray to ask party
MPs to support NDA’s
nominee Murmu, consid-
ering her tribal roots and
contribution to the social
sector. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has given

an opportunity to Murmu
to become the country’s
President. It is a matter of
pride and honour. I am
also proud that a tribal
community member has
been nominated for the
post,” he said.

The presidential elec-
tion will be held on July
18.

Asked about a photo-
graph of him with NCP
chief Sharad Pawar going

viral on social media plat-
forms, Shinde said he had
not met the veteran politi-
cian recently and the pic-
ture was not a recent one.

Shinde said after becom-
ing the CM, he had not met
Pawar.

The CM further said
Pawar is a big leader in the
state and the country, and
wondered what is wrong
in meeting him.

“I have met him on earli-
er occasions. As the chief
minister, I can meet him
anytime,” he added.

Shinde had also said ru-
mours were spread that he
had met Pawar on
Tuesday.

“My photo with NCP
chief Sharad Pawar is
being made viral. There
was no such meeting.
Please don’t believe in ru-
mours,” Shinde tweeted
on Wednesday.

Murmu as President will be a matter
of pride for country: Maha CM Shinde

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

Aam Aadmi Party
leader Atishi on
Wednesday said it is very
important for girls to be
educated, asserting that if
women come forward in
leadership roles, only then
will the country move on
the path of progress.

Speaking during an
event at Bhagini Nivedita
College, Atishi, who is an
MLA from Kalkaji, ad-
vised the students to
choose their careers wise-
ly. She was the chief guest
at the annual prize distri-
bution ceremony at the in-
stitute.

She asked students to
become role models for
other girls who are look-
ing up to the world for in-
spiration, an official state-
ment said. It is important
that youngsters should

participate and contribute
to the nation-building
process, Atishi said.

She said the decisions in
a girl’s life are often taken
by other members of her
family where she has not
much to say.

Girls should learn to
make their own life deci-
sions so that in difficult
times, instead of blaming
others for their circum-
stances, they can face
them boldly with
courage,” she added.
“Today, Indian women are

heading the top most com-
panies in the world and
they are a source of inspi-
ration for many women in
the society. If they can
head the top companies in
the world, other girls can
do that too, the AAP leader
said.

She said students
should not choose a career
just because they want to
earn money, rather they
should decide their career
path based on their inter-
ests.

Whatever career you
choose, always keep in
mind your interest in it,
she added.

Delhi University’s Dean
of Colleges Prof Balaram
Pani, High Court advocate
Randhir Lal Sharma, col-
lege’s principal (officiat-
ing) Prof Raj Bhardwaj
were present on this occa-
sion.

Very important for girls to be educated: Atishi

New delhi, Jul 07:

MEA on PM Narendra
Modi wishing the Dalai
Lama: “PM Modi did
speak with Dalai Lama
last year also, it has been a
consistent policy of our
govt to treat him as a guest
in India. He has large fol-
lowers in the country. His
birthday is celebrated in
India and across the
world.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday conveyed
wishes to Dalai Lama on
his 87th birthday and
prayed for the long life and
good health of the spiritu-
al leader. “Conveyed 87th
birthday greetings to His
Holiness the Dalai Lama
over phone earlier today.
We pray for his long life
and good health,” Modi
said in a tweet. China on

Thursday criticised the
PM for greeting the
Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama on his 87th
birthday, saying India
should stop using Tibet-re-
lated issues to interfere in
China’s internal affairs.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing that
“the Indian side should
fully recognise the anti-
China separatist nature of
the 14th Dalai Lama.”

India’s consistent policy
to wish Dalai Lama: MEA

Ranchi, Jul 07 (PTI):

About 95 per cent of
Jharkhand’s arable land,
meant for paddy and other
kharif (summer) crops, is
lying fallow due to a 43 per
cent monsoon rain short-
fall, according to govern-
ment data.

Farmers are worried as
the overall coverage of
kharif crops is only 5.32
per cent against the total
target of 28.27 lakh
hectares of land till
Wednesday. The coverage
of paddy, the main crop of
the season, is mere 3.15 per
cent against the target of
18 lakh hectares. The cov-
erage was recorded only
from six districts where di-
rect sowing is going on.
Seedling transplantation
did not take place in any of

the districts till July 6, ac-
cording to the sowing cov-
erage data of the state
agriculture department.

Similarly, the coverage
for pulses remained at 3.16
per cent and coarse cereals
at 4.31 per cent. The same
is slightly better for maize
at 20.54 per cent and
oilseeds at 13.97 per cent.

However, the monsoon
is expected to revive soon
in the state and there is no
need to worry, government
officials said.

A farmer from Ranchi’s
Chanho block Virendra
Yadav told PTI that agri-
culturists of his Taranga
village have raised paddy
seedlings in the nursery
but could not transplant
them due to inadequate
availability of water in the
field.

Scanty monsoon rain hits
Kharif sowing in Jharkhand

Muzaffarpur, Jul 07 (PTI):

A young academician in
Bihar is hogging limelight
for having sought to re-
turn a sum of over Rs 20
lakh that he had earned to-
wards salary and other
emoluments in the last
two years and nine
months.

Lalan Kumar, 33, who
teaches Hindi literature at
a college under the Baba
Saheb Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Bihar
University here, insisted
that he took the drastic
step because of the
“abysmal attendance” of
students at his college.

The varsity’s pro-Vice
Chancellor R K Thakur,
however, said that he has
refused to accept the

cheque of Rs 23.82 lakh un-
derscoring that there is no
provision under which he
could allow the seemingly
idealistic move. I cannot
put authorities on a gun-
point to accept the money.
I wanted to make the point
that if I am not able to do
teaching work, I have no
right to draw salary. I
think I have expressed my
sentiment effectively
enough , said Kumar, who
got appointed as an
Assistant Professor in 2019
after cracking an exam
conducted by the BPSC.

Kumar said he was dis-
appointed at the outset
since he was assigned one
of the less fancied colleges
in this north Bihar town
despite having been
among the top 20 rankers .

Disgruntled Bihar 
college teacher seeks to return 
Rs 23.82 lakh earned as salary

Kolkata, Jul 07 (PTI):

Voicing outrage over
the alleged comment of
BJP national vice-presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh against
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee at ‘India Today
East Conclave’, Trinamool
Congress general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee
Wednesday demanded his
arrest. During an interac-
tion at the programme of
the leading media group,
Ghosh had allegedly made
some derogatory com-
ments against Banerjee
referring to her “Banglar
Meye” (Daughter of
Bengal) campaign during
the last assembly polls in
Bengal and her later visit
to Goa where she had

claimed her affinity with
the coastal state.
Expressing shock over the
utterances of the former
state BJP president, the
Diamond Harbour
Trinamool Congress MP
tweeted, “Outrageous. PM
@narendramodi, it is
about time to get this loose
tongue arrested! Is this
how @BJP4India leaders
talk about the only sitting
woman Chief Minister of
the nation?”

Trinamool Congress
MP Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar in a video ex-
pressed shock that such
crass words can be used
by a political personality
against a woman, who
happens to be the only fe-
male chief minister in the
country.

Dilip Ghosh’s ‘comment’
against Mamata triggers row

TMC demands action against BJP leader
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London, Jul 07 (PTI):

In one of the biggest
turnaround of political
fortunes in British history,
Boris Johnson’s term as
Prime Minister came to a
crashing halt on Thursday
in the wake of unsustain-
able pressure from within
his Cabinet since the dra-
matic exit of Rishi Sunak
and Sajid Javid opened the
floodgates for further min-
isterial exits.

A strong cheerleader for
closer India-UK relations,
Johnson will no doubt be
remembered in New Delhi
for not only his close
friendship with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
but also for pushing along
free trade agreement
(FTA) negotiations to-
wards a Diwali 2022 dead-
line.

As we have seen at
Westminster, the herd in-
stinct is powerful and
when the herd moves, it
moves and my friends in
politics no one is remotely
indispensable and our
brilliant Darwinian sys-
tem will produce another
leader, equally committed
to taking this country for-
ward through tough
times,” said Johnson in

his resignation speech on
the steps of Downing
Street, blaming the machi-
nations of his party col-
leagues for his exit after a
new leader is elected.

Ironically, the 58-year-
old Conservative Party MP
for Uxbridge and South
Ruislip in London since
2015 himself took charge
at 10 Downing Street in
July 2019 after spearhead-
ing a similar coup against
then incumbent, former
Prime Minister Theresa
May.

The Brexiteer who
served as Foreign
Secretary in Theresa
May’s Cabinet had stepped
down in protest against
her Brexit deal with the
European Union (EU),
triggering a leadership
election within the Tory
party.

His thumping mandate
in that party vote was re-

inforced by the British
electorate in a snap gener-
al election in December
2019, which Johnson won
with a whopping majority
on the promise to Get
Brexit Done .

We are going to energise
the country. We are going
to get Brexit done,
Johnson declared, in his
characteristic bluster.

As the face of hard
Brexit in the Conservative
Party, Johnson pledged to
get Britain out of the EU
with or without a deal.
Despite defiance from
within his own party
ranks, he did confound ex-
pectations and clinched a
deal for Britain’s formal
exit at the end of January
2020. That deal, however,
remains mired in contro-
versy over the Northern
Ireland Protocol for gov-
erning UK territory
Northern Ireland as it
shares a border with EU
member-state Ireland.

I would now urge every-
one to find closure and let
the healing begin,
Johnson said in his victo-
ry speech in December
2019 as he vowed to work
round the clock to repay
the trust of the voters in
what he branded would be

a one-nation people’s gov-
ernment .

To highlight his plans
beyond Brexit, Johnson
said he would use his “ex-
traordinary” mandate to
bring the country together
and that he recognised the
state-funded National
Health Service (NHS) was
the “overwhelming priori-
ty” of the British people. It
seemed prescient as he
was soon hit with having
to deal with the COVID-19
global pandemic, which
landed him in the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) of a
London NHS hospital
after testing positive for
coronavirus in March
2020.

Amid widespread criti-
cism over a perceived
delay in bringing in a full
lockdown to control the
spread of infections,
Johnson seemed to have
turned a corner as the
country’s COVID vaccina-
tion drive was largely
hailed as a success story.
But for the former two-
time Mayor of London,
controversy and criticism
has never been too far be-
hind whether to do with
his personal life and al-
leged extramarital affairs
or his political missteps.

From Brexit messiah to pariah,
Boris Johnson quits as UK PM

Bali, Jul 07: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday
conveyed to his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi the
need for an early resolution
of all outstanding issues
along the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh,
and asserted that bilateral
ties should be based on mu-
tual respect, mutual sensi-
tivity and mutual interest.

At a one-hour meeting in
Bali on the sidelines of a
conclave of foreign minis-
ters of the G20 nations,
Jaishankar and Wang
looked forward to the next
round of military talks be-
tween the two sides at an
early date to resolve the
border issue.

Jaishankar also dis-
cussed with Wang the
vexed issue of the return of
Indian students to China
and the resumption of di-

rect flights between the two
countries.

On the discussions on
the border row, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said
Jaishankar reaffirmed the
importance of “fully abid-
ing” by bilateral agree-
ments and protocols, and

the understandings
reached between him and
Wang in their previous con-
versations.

“The External Affairs
Minister (EAM) called for
an early resolution of all
the outstanding issues
along the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh,” the MEA said in a

statement.
Recalling the disengage-

ment achieved in some fric-
tion areas, Jaishankar reit-
erated the need to sustain
the momentum to complete
disengagement from all the
remaining areas to restore
peace and tranquillity in
border areas. “He reaf-
firmed the importance of
fully abiding by bilateral
agreements and protocols,
and the understandings
reached between the two
ministers during their pre-
vious conversations,” the
MEA said.

“In this regard, both
ministers affirmed that the
military and diplomatic of-
ficials of the two sides
should continue maintain-
ing regular contact and
looked forward to the next
round of senior command-
ers’ meeting at an early
date,” it said.

India presses China to resolve LAC issues

United Nations, Jul 07 (AP):

As the U.N. Security
Council prepares to vote
Thursday on humanitari-
an aid deliveries to rebel-
held northwest Syria from
Turkey, Russia agreed to
continue such deliveries
but only for six months not
a year, as many U.N.
Security Council mem-
bers, Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and
more than 30 nongovern-
mental groups want.

Russia proposed amend-
ments to a draft resolution
by Ireland and Norway re-
ducing their year-long
time frame for deliveries.
Council diplomats said
consultations were contin-
uing late Wednesday to see
if a compromise could be
reached. The Security

Council scheduled a vote
for Thursday morning. If
no compromise appeared,
the draft resolution by
Ireland and Norway to ex-
tend cross-border deliver-
ies for 12 months would be
voted on first.

If it failed to get nine
votes, or was vetoed by
Russia, the Russian reso-
lution with a six-month ex-
tension would then be put
to a vote. In early July
2020, China and Russia ve-
toed a U.N. resolution that
would have maintained
two border crossing
points from Turkey to de-
liver humanitarian aid to
Idlib. Days later, the
council authorised the
delivery of aid through
just one of those cross-
ings, Bab al-Hawa.

That one-year mandate

was extended for a year on
July 9, 2021, and expires
this Sunday.

The Russian proposal
called for increased efforts
to ensure full, safe and un-
hindered deliveries of hu-
manitarian assistance
across conflict lines with-
in Syria, according to the
Russian draft obtained
Wednesday by The
Associated Press.

It also would authorise
the establishment of a spe-
cial working group com-
prising concerned council

members, major donors,
interested regional parties
and representatives of in-
ternational humanitarian
agencies in order to regu-
larly review and follow-up
on the implementation of
this resolution.

Neither of those propos-
als were in the Ireland-
Norway draft resolution.

Northwest Idlib is the
last rebel-held bastion in
Syria and al Qaida-linked
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is
the strongest insurgent
group in the region.

Russia proposes 6-month 
cross-border aid renewal for Syria

United Nations, Jul 07 (PTI):

The number of under-
nourished people in India
has declined in the last 15
years to 224.3 million in
2019-2021, according to a UN
report, which also said that
there are more obese adults
and anaemic women in the
world’s second most popu-
lous country. The State of
Food Security and
Nutrition in the World 2022
report, issued on
Wednesday by UN agencies
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO),

International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD), UNICEF, World
Food Programme (WFP)
and the World Health
Organisation (WHO), said
that the number of people
affected by hunger globally
rose to as many as 828 mil-
lion in 2021, an increase of
about 46 million since 2020
and 150 million since the
outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The report said that in
India, the number of under-
nourished people declined
to 224.3 million in 2019 21
from 247.8 million in 2004-06.

It said that the number of
children under 5 years of
age who are stunted de-

clined to 36.1 million in 2020
from 52.3 million in 2012, the
number of children under
five years of age who are
overweight declined to 2.2
million in 2020 from three
million in 2012.

However, the number of
obese adults in India, which
has a population of over 1.38
billion, grew to 34.3 million
in 2016 from 25.2 million in
2012 and the number of
women aged 15 to 49 years
affected by anaemia also
grew to 187.3 million in 2019
from 171.5 million in 2012.

The report added that the
number of children up to 5
months of age exclusively
breastfed touched 14 million
in 2020 from 11.2 million in

2012. In percentage terms,
the prevalence of under-
nourishment in the total
population in India stood
at 21.6 per cent in 2004-06
and declined to 16.3 per
cent in 2019-21, the preva-
lence of stunting in chil-
dren under 5 years of age
declined to 30.9 per cent
in 2020 from 41.7 per cent
in 2012 and the preva-
lence of overweight chil-
dren under five years of
age was 1.9 per cent in
2020 from 2.4 per cent in
2012.

The prevalence of obe-

sity in India’s adult popu-
lation increased to 3.9 per
cent in 2016 from 3.1 per
cent in 2012 and anaemic
women aged 15 to 49 years
declined marginally from
53.2 per cent in 2012 to 53
per cent in 2019.

The report also noted
that in India, people who
were unable to afford a
healthy diet touched 973.3
million in 2020 or nearly
70.5 per cent, up from 948.6
million in 2019 (69.4 per
cent). In 2017, about a bil-
lion people were unable to
afford a healthy diet in
India and this number has
declined to 966.6 million in
2018. The report noted that
subsidies to consumers
provided in Lower- Income
Countries and Middle-
Income Countries most
often take the form of in-
kind or cash transfers
under the social protec-
tion programmes. India
and Indonesia, for exam-
ple, provide substantial
subsidies to final con-
sumers under the
Targeted Public
Distribution System for
grains in India, and the
food assistance pro-
gramme (BPNT) based on
electronic vouchers for
rice, in Indonesia, it said.

Number of undernourished people in India
declines to 224.3 million: UN report

Obesity among
adults on the rise

T
he diminished opposition in the
second term of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in office has stepped up its
propaganda offensive against the regime
and in concert with certain civil society fora
in the country and anti-India lobbies
abroad, tried to build narratives to project
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a practi-
tioner of majoritarianism, authoritarianism
and an anti-minority policy. This 'alliance'
has now tried to build a new theme for run-
ning down Modi's government by finding
flaws with the latter's ability to 'build re-
silience against the threats to the strategic
autonomy' of India. There is no room for
the opposition to fault Prime Minister
Modi's handling of national security as such
- the political will showed by him in order-
ing the surgical strike at Balakot in
February 2019 in reply to the Pak-spon-
sored terror attack on a CRPF convoy at
Pulwama was a glaring contrast to the
Congress government's weak-kneed re-
sponse to the horrific 26/11 attacks on
Mumbai, and the clarity of decision-making
that he displayed in ensuring a rapid build-
up of our army in Eastern Ladakh following
the Chinese aggressive conduct at Galwan
valley in June 2020, to enable our troops to
take on PLA there is a very direct manner -
the approach of friendship towards China
that Prime Minister Modi had legitimately
adopted in his interactions with President
Xi Jinping earlier was discarded without
hesitation - all showed beyond doubt that
India under Modi is geared to safeguarding
national security.

Strategic autonomy is tested primarily
on three fronts - defence, international rela-
tions and internal security. The common
context to these is provided by the state of
the country's economy - it is now universal-
ly accepted that national security is insepa-
rable from economic security - and it is no-
body's case that Prime Minister Modi did
not have plans for economic recovery in the
Covid affected scenario. Modi can be said to

be even ahead of his economic advisors in
constantly devoting to building India's
economy - his emphasis on 'vocal for local',
encouragement to entrepreneurship and
start-ups and the policy of promoting 'ease
of doing business through comprehensive
reforms in different sectors, speak for
themselves. Individuals and think-tank plat-
forms taking up advocacy of some specific
measures - ranging from the private part-
nership in policy formulation to 'welfarism' -
are welcome so long as they intend to pro-
vide inputs for decision-making, but if in the
process they start questioning the sover-
eign right of a democratic state to decide
things in its wisdom, that would amount to
an attempt to push their politically-motivat-
ed agenda.

Anti-Modi forces are tearing down every
policy of the government and this gives
away their true intentions. Floating intellec-
tual debates on public issues to project tint-
ed views should not become a route to 'poli-
tics by proxy'. There has been a concerted
attempt of anti-BJP lobbies in India and
abroad, elements of the opposition and the
practitioners of 'minority politics', to un-
leash certain narratives to undermine the
Modi government through non-
Parliamentary means. The Gujarat riots of
2002 largely provoked by a backlash of the
gruesome burning to death of 60 Hindus, in-
cluding children, returning from Ayodhya in
a bogey of Sabarmati Express at Godhra
Railway Station, were blamed on the al-
leged complicity of Modi - who was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat then - by the anti-
Modi lobby for long years. The Supreme
Court of India has finally thrown out all
those allegations, giving a clean chit to
Modi which would rightly reinforce his
image as a national leader. International re-
lations constitute one of the most important
spheres of strategic autonomy and this has
been handled by Modi exceptionally well. A
consistent policy of opting for bilateral rela-
tions based on mutually beneficial econom-
ic and security gains, without detriment to
the cause of world peace, enabled Modi to
develop an ever-deepening friendship with
the US, strong bonds with leading democra-
cies like Japan, Australia and the European
nations - apart from those of South East
Asia and Israel - and an even relationship
with the countries of the Gulf.

What is even more important, Modi
struck a mutually-sustainable friendship
with Russian President Vladimir Putin -
again with a personal equation at his level
that has marked the international relations
of India with major countries in Modi's time.
After the outbreak of the Ukraine-Russia
military conflict in February this year, Modi

was upfront in taking a line of positive non-
alignment between the US and Russia as
India noted that US President Joe Biden, un-
like his predecessor, had declared Russia as
an enemy and activated US alliance with
NATO, creating some security concerns for
Putin about Ukraine. The Cold War had al-
ready ended with the dismemberment of
the USSR as the Superpower and Russia
was a diminished successor of the same.
The West should have explored the possibil-
ity of democratically running former East
European states like Ukraine having pacts
with Russia for peaceful coexistence. As it
is, the Ukraine-Russia conflict is seeing the
US camp pumping firearms into Ukraine in
the hope of weakening the Russian war ma-
chine, but this may lead to an unpredictable
scenario. The UN should explore terms for
peace between the two neighbours.

It goes to the credit of Prime Minister
Modi — now known as a world leader com-
mitted to a fair approach to international
relations — that both Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Putin wanted
him to act as the peacemaker and that
Modi also lost no time in talking to both of
them to call for an immediate cessation of
military action and resumption of peace
talks. India did not support the moves of
the US and Russia in the UNSC. Many dem-
ocratic powers like Australia, France and
Germany did show a sense of understand-
ing towards India's stand. Biden also did
not make any direct criticism of India and in
fact, went on to describe the India-US
friendship as potentially the best in the
world. India has expressed its willingness to
join any peace intervention on behalf of the
UN. The remarkable rise of India as a coun-
sel of the world is reflected in the fact that
Modi was heard with great attention in all
fora like Quad, BRICS and G20 and India
was able to secure the unanimous condem-
nation of Terrorism - a threat that has be-
come particularly grave for India because
of Sino- Pak axis. An upshot of India's suc-
cessful foreign policy during the Modi
regime is that the world is already acknowl-
edging the advent of a multi-polar order.

The defence and foreign policies of the
Modi government have proved effective,
sustainable and long-range in the applica-
tion. The opposition and the anti-Modi lob-
bies have therefore concentrated on raking
up issues that pertained to internal securi-
ty, national cohesion and communal peace.
They have taken recourse to agitational
politics, militant street protests and whip-
ping up of Hindu-Muslim discords. A con-
certed attempt was made to blame the
Modi government for acts of violence - pre-
vention of which squarely fell on the shoul-

ders of the respective state governments.
This happened in the recent incidents of
communal violence and the protest calls
against the Agnipath scheme of the Centre.
Even if the number of soldiers proposed to
be recruited in Agnipath is small, there is an
avenue of useful temporary employment
with the defence services at that level
which gets the youth willing to avail of it, an
educational upgrade, the benefit of special-
ized training that commanded a premium
and a lump sum of savings fund for support.
A subsequent announcement of reservation
in an entire set of organizations under the
Defence and Home Ministries takes the
sting out of any criticism of the scheme.
How can something positive be rejected on
the plea that the scale of employment of-
fered is not large enough? The narratives of
authoritarianism and lack of attention to
the poor or anti-minority bias remain in
place because lobbies are active behind the
opposition in pursuit of politics by other
means. At present, the issue of perceived
'insult' caused to religion, through some re-
marks or depiction against its Gods or
Prophet, has come into the limelight in
India and is becoming instrumental in pre-
cipitating fanatic violence in public. Any of-
fensive speech or writing is punishable
under a set of laws and cannot be made a
justification for heinous acts of raw vio-
lence against a person or property. The
sensitivities of all communities have to be
equally respected - an alleged 'criticism' of
the Prophet or an 'insult' to somebody's
God cannot be treated differently.

Leaders of the Muslim minority in India
are expected to acknowledge the legitima-
cy of God other communities believes in.
The vulnerability of this country to commu-
nal conflicts has made this issue a potential
destabilizer of internal security, particularly
because radical extremists and enemy
agents are out to cause an escalation under
foreign guidance. We need 'intelligence
from below' to deal with the situation. On
matters of internal security that are placed
above politics, the state and district intelli-
gence machinery should take guidance
from and functionally be accountable to the
Intelligence Bureau - this was the tradition
set after Independence. Meanwhile, the on-
going advancement of India in the spheres
of both national security and economic de-
velopment is expected to keep the Modi
government on the side of the people -
India, it may be noted, has always found
democratic means of appreciating or fault-
ing the government on merit.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr  
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Dynastic politics
What has happened in

Maharashtra cannot be
seen as a fall of dynastic
politics as the new gov-
ernment has not come up
because of the people’s
mandate. People may
draw a parallel with what
happened earlier in
Madhya Pradesh or
Karnataka. Many big po-
litical families are down
not merely because of
their dynasties but due to
their corrupt and self-
centred rule that over-
looked the interests of
the masses. Five-time
Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik’s rule is an exam-
ple. Politics is marketed
aggressively today and
because of their vulnera-
bility, people still allow
themselves to be taken
for a ride. Dynastic poli-
tics promoting nepotism
may be bad for democra-
cy but the politics of op-
portunism, favouritism
and cronyism is also no
good. Toppling/forming
state governments sans
the electorate’s mandate
is making a mockery of
democratic principles.

Hira Sharma, by mail

Changing laws
Governments of differ-

ent countries float new
laws, alter old ones, but it
is a matter of shame that
they rarely take into con-
fidence the people who
get directly affected
(‘Contrasting laws on
abortion in India, US’).
When no men are foreign
and no countries differ-
ent, how can laws on cru-
cial issues like abortion
vary from state to state?
The ground should be
well prepared and the
psyche of the public
should be metamorpho-
sised beforehand.
Coercive attitude can be
threatening.

Sunil Chopra, by mail

Losing part of
game

The Indian team losing
to England at
Birmingham has unnec-
essarily drawn nasty and
questionable comments
from different quarters.
Yes, a win for India was
desirable, but then it was
equally so for England. If
in the first innings India
was better, England took
away self-belief from
Bumrah and Co. With
captaincy thrust on him,
Bumrah did his best. It
would not only be naive,
but also questionable to
believe that had Rohit
Sharma been the skipper,
India would have won.
Who knows? Isn’t losing
or winning, or even a
draw, part of any compe-
tition?

SPS Narang, New Delhi

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

R enowned US based bank, J.P. Morgan, has observed that oil prices could
top $380 per barrel in a short time. The bank made its prediction on the

basis of trends in the oil markets and supplies from major producers. The current
geo-politics, in which Russia faces extensive sanctions from America and its
western allies, is one of the primary causes. Already, natural gas prices have
soared by 700% on the back of Russia turning off gas to some of the European
countries on account of their support to Ukraine. Without traditional supplies
from Russia, as used to happen, the European customers are turning to other
sources for gas supplies and this is driving up the general price of natural gas.
Natural gas market is by nature rather limited. It is difficult to transport natural
gas over any distance without pipelines. Thus, while there could be pockets of
excess supplies in one region, there could be serious shortages in other. For ex-
ample, USA has adequate production facilities for natural gas, but it cannot
readily supply its gas to allies in Europe overnight. The way to transit gas over
vast distances is to liquefy it and liquefaction facilities are few and far between
compared with the sudden needs of the times. Currently, Qatar has some facili-
ties functioning and so does Australia, USA is setting up some facilities.
Unfortunately for the countries hit by shortages, some US LNG plants had to be
temporarily shut for some safety or security reasons for now. This could have a
disastrous impact on the global economy. India would be particularly badly hit as
the country has to import almost 75-80% of its oil and gas consumption. The pri-
mary condition is that country has to always care for continuous supplies of pe-
troleum. At any rate, a high price of oil at around $400 per barrel could stymie
the operations of the Indian economy. Let alone India, which is still in a better
position, many other emerging and poor countries could severely fall back into
abject poverty. At these levels of crude prices, the retail price of petroleum in
India could jump over four times (Rs 350 to Rs 400 per litre) from the present lev-
els. Even with tax concessions on oil sales, the prices on petroleum products can-
not be brought to levels at which the economy can be sustained. JP Morgan has
pointed out that the disruptions in supplies of oil and gas is driving up sentiments
around shortages and prices are currently rising. However, this could get trans-
formed and a real crisis could be on hand with oil prices soaring once the global
economy improves a bit. The end result could be an abrupt reversal of the recov-
ery process after the covid epidemic had slowed down economies. Oil market re-
ports indicated that the bearish sentiment in global oil markets are giving way to
a bullish one. This is mainly on the interpretations of the likely end of the covid
pandemic and resumption of global economic recovery. However, the tipping
point is the continuing Ukraine war. The extensive sanctions on Russia are keep-
ing out a large part of potential oil exports from Russia from reaching the mar-
kets. Of course, Russia is selling its oil output. However, this is happening only
over direct contacts between the producer and buyers. The sanctions on Russia
are coming to hurt the global markets and squeeze the economies of the western
countries too. The sorties are being exacerbated by Russian policy of punishing
the western countries for their support to Ukraine. Instead of backtracking in the
aftermath of the imposition of sanctions, Russia is doubling down on restricting
exports to the west. It could afford to do this because, the oil prices have gone up
sharply and even when supplying lower quantities, its earnings from oil exports
have not been hurt. If anything, its earnings could have comparatively gone up
and this alone is sufficient for Russia to carry on the hostilities. At the current lev-
els of price for oil and gas Russia can afford to cut down production by 5 million
barrel per day without hurting its revenues much, according to estimates. This
could severely punish the western supporters of Ukraine. Russia has cut down to
the European countries and most significantly to Germany. The country has re-
fused to pay higher price in roubles, imposing a sort of fuel rationing. The west-
ern nations, that are members of the European Union, are considering imposing a
kind of a price cap on oil. Faced with this threat, Russia is threatening a further
cut back in production and supplies to global markets. A further stiffening of the
stands of the two — Russia versus EU — could thus steadily jack prices of oil and
gas for all. Fortunately, for the long term, such prohibitively costly oil and gas
prices could have long term impact on development of alternative energy
sources. Coal usage has been cut down. Now, there will be emphasis on develop-
ing technologies for clean coal. Hydrogen is being cited as the fuel for the future.
Some Indian majors are said to be close to a breakthrough in bringing down costs
of hydrogen as a fuel. A black cloud now, could thus be literally the cause for clear
skies for tomorrow when fossil fuel emissions will no longer foul up the climate.

Further steep rise in energy
prices loom large
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde officially took charge of his post at the state secretariat Mantralaya on
Thursday, July 7. Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis is also seen.

Politics by proxy is disturbing internal peace

EKNATH SHINDE TAKES CHARGE AS CM

DC PATHAK

T he importance of
sports in school educa-

tion cannot be denied.
Kheloge kudoge toh hoge
kharab, Padhoge lekhoge
toh banege nawab,... these
lines of the song do not seem
appropriate anywhere in
today's context and it seems
to be a thing of the past.
Sports are considered an in-
tegral part of education.
Various state governments
have made special schemes
to encourage sports in
schools so that students can
become inclined towards
sports. To help children get
rid of mental stress due to
syllabus and examinations.

To develop a positive atti-
tude towards life through
sports. Perhaps due to all
these reasons, the subject of
physical education and
sports has been included as a
compulsory subject in the
school curriculum. The
Central Board of Secondary
Education has made it
mandatory for every class to
give one period of physical
education and sports every

day. Schools are also cooper-
ating at their level in making
the efforts of the govern-
ment successful. But the clo-
sure of schools during the
pandemic is coming before
us as a curse for the subject
of physical education and
sports.

During the lockdown, due
to the online reading work,
and all the subjects were
studied, but this subject,
which was completed in the
playground, was seen fight-
ing for its existence. Not only
this, even after the opening
of schools, children's inter-
est in this subject decreased,
due to which children and
adolescents started going to
health clubs or gyms.

Although joining a gym or
health club is not wrong in
any way, but due to this, the
parents of the children have
less inclination towards the
subject like physical educa-
tion to be done in the school
playground. They have also
started to believe that more
emphasis should be laid on
the teaching work in schools

and not on sports.
The effect of this mentali-

ty of parents is coming in
front of us in the form of de-
creasing physical education
and sports activities in
schools. This mentality of
the parents has forced the
school management to think
that when the parents do not
want the children to play in
the playground, then why
should the school spend its
resources?  If parents want

to send their children to
school only for bookish edu-
cation, then schools are also
working on making the best
of their academic results by
educating the children.

You can guess from the re-
cently declared examination
results that the academic
achievements of the stu-
dents are touching the sky.
Parents and children are all
running after success.
Neither the parents want to
suffer from failure nor the
children want to see failure.

But we forget that there is
no teacher or teacher greater
than failure, the lesson that
can give failure is never
achieved by success. The
biggest quality of sports is
that they teach us to lose. He
teaches us to stand up after a
fall, to take new opportunities
after every defeat.

Winning is not difficult,
but if students want to reach
the pinnacle of success in
life, they must know how to
lose and that defeat can only
be learned in the field of
play. This important chapter

of life cannot be read by
going to a health club and
gym.

The playground learns
players to face every chal-
lenge, shoulder to shoulder.
Today the spirit of team-
work which is expected in
every field starts from the
playground itself. The way
parents and teachers have
taught students to achieve
success only, now they are
afraid of even the slightest
defeat. If one mark is less in
the examination, then un-
derstand that life and future
are over.

The country does not want
such successful citizens. The
country needs physically
and mentally strong citizens,
this strength will be found
only from the field of sports.
Understanding the responsi-
bility of the schools, chil-
dren will have to leave the
classroom and send them to
the playground. Parents also
have to understand the im-
portance of sports and play-
ground only then real suc-
cess will come.

If you want to win, you must lose

J ust as Shiv Sena split in Maharashtra, the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu is en-
gaged in a power struggle between two former chief ministers, E.

Palaniswami (EPS) and O. Panneerselvam (OPS). In a fast-developing drama, the
EPS camp would like to relieve OPS of his present post of party treasurer and
deputy leader in the Assembly. After losing the Assembly elections last year, and
successive local body polls, the EPS camp feels that the dual leadership has "only
hampered the working of the party. Amid its golden jubilee celebrations, the
AIADMK cadres are confused. Five years ago, when a relatively unknown EPS
was chosen as CM candidate by ex-AIADMK general secretary VK Sasikala, EPS
and OPS reached a truce in 2017 to establish dual leadership. Together they
steered the party and government successfully for four years, braving a pandem-
ic. After five decades, AIADMK is facing a bleak future. Carefully built by two for-
mer chief ministers- founder M.G. Ramachandran and his protegee J.
Jayalalithaa, the Dravidian party is undergoing a bad patch. There is a disconnect
between the leaders and cadres. Some of the party's challenges include lack of
charismatic leadership, factionalism, and a hard look at how it handles its ally
BJP, which is trying to replace them as a counterforce to the DMK. What is amply
clear is a gradual erosion of AIADMK base in the post-Jayalalithaa era. The
AIADMK's vote share stands at 25.47 percent in the urban local body election,
while it received 33.29 percent of votes in the Assembly. The charismatic matinee
idol MGR established the AIADMK on October 12, 1972, two days after the parent
party DMK expelled him. He served as the chief minister from 1977 till his death
in 1987. He chose to be on the right side of the Centre and made compromises
with the Prime Ministers, including Indira Gandhi. The philosophy of DMK
founder and former chief minister CN Annadurai became the founding principle
of the AIADMK. MGR's successor Jayalalithaa aligned with BJP and Congress at
different times and became chief minister six times with interruptions. It is not
the first time the AIADMK is facing a split. Following MGR's death in 1987, there
was a power struggle between one faction headed by MGR's wife Janaki and the
other by Jayalalithaa. While Janaki succeeded MGR as Chief Minister for a short
period, both sections lost miserably to the DMK in the 1989 polls. Then Janaki
withdrew from politics, and Jayalalithaa became the sole leader. OPS and EPS
have taken their fight to the General Council, which has the power to elect an in-
terim general secretary, not a permanent one. That was how Sasikala donned
the post following the death of Jayalalithaa. But, EPS and OPS removed Sasikala
from that post and created new positions such as Coordinator and Co-coordina-
tor, which are also temporary. In the current situation, OPS got a midnight hear-
ing before Tamil Nadu High Court – to restrict discussion points in the general
council meeting. He thus stopped the party from elevating Edappadi K
Palaniswami (EPS) as the sole leader at the June 23 General Council meeting.
However, the discussion turned ugly when clashes broke out between the two
camps. Seventy-five district secretaries, headquarters functionaries, and gener-
al council members have moved to the EPS camp in the last few days. OPS has
the support of just nine district secretaries and leaders like Manoj Pandian and R
Vaithilingam. OPS blamed vested interests and asserted that the General Council
and Monday's meeting of top AIADMK functionaries were illegal. Similarly, a pro-
posed GC on July 11 is also not legal. The GC is going to take place and OPS is
sure to be removed. After Jaya, the BJP has remote control over AIADMK from the
Centre. The change was abundantly clear on issues like NEET, New Education
Policy, three language policy (giving the nod first and then withdrawing it after
the protests), the CAA, farmers' law, handling of the pandemic, etc. BJP is not
able to penetrate much because of the ideology. In Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian-
Tamil sentiment is strong. So just like Congress, the BJP is riding piggyback on
AIADMK. The Dravidian parties have had tie-ups with the two national parties at
different times. OPS tried to rope in BJP, which had backed him earlier, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi refused to give him an audience last week. A disappoint-
ed OPS came back from Delhi and is resorting to other measures to survive. In
any political party, the cadres decide who gets to lead the party, and, in this case,
Panneerselvam is certainly not their first choice. It is about time he accepts the
fact and works towards gaining acceptance of the 1.5 crore AIADMK cadre as
their leader, as, after all, courts cannot get him back to AIADMK workers.

AIADMK facing another split
as EPS marginalises OPS

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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BRIEF

New Sherpa 

New Delhi: Former
NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant will be
the new Sherpa of G-
20, replacing Union
Minister Piyush
Goyal, as full-time
sherpa required for
India’s presidency,
sources said on
Thursday. India as-
sumes the G-20 presi-
dency later this year.
“With the G-20 presi-
dency coming to India
this year, the Sherpa
would need to devote a
lot of time to numer-
ous meetings that will
be held in different
parts of the country.
“Union Minister
Goyal, holds the
charge of multiple
portfolios in the Modi
cabinet which con-
sumes a lot of his
time,” a source said.

Innovation Lab
Bengaluru: GE
Healthcare on
Thursday announced
the launch of its 5G
Innovation Lab in
India, the first for the
company across the
globe. With the advan-
tage of massive band-
width, high data
speeds, low latency
and highly reliable
connectivity, 5G has
the potential to dis-
rupt the patient care
continuum, trans-
forming diagnosis,
therapy, and progno-
sis, the company
noted. “The 5G
Innovation Lab is de-
signed to position GE
Healthcare at the fore-
front of these ground-
breaking advances in
patient care, including
potentially bringing
cutting-edge technolo-
gy to rural and subur-
ban regions,” a com-
pany statement said.
Situated at the John F.
Welch Technology
Centre (JFWTC)
Bengaluru, GE
Healthcare’s largest
R&D centre outside of
the USA, the lab will
serve as a testbed to
develop future-ready
products and solu-
tions, turning a new
corner in innovation,
it said.

Appointment

Mumbai: Private
non-life insurer SBI
General Insurance on
Thursday said it has
appointed Paritosh
Tripathi as Managing
Director and Chief
Executive Officer, ef-
fective July 5. He suc-
ceeds P C Kandpal,
who has been posted
as Deputy Managing
Director (DMD)-
(P&RE) at the
Corporate Center,
State Bank of
India (SBI).

Wheat flour 
New Delhi: After
banning wheat ex-
ports in May, the gov-
ernment has decided
to put in place a new
approval framework
for outbound ship-
ments of wheat flour.
Exporters of wheat
flour would now need
approval of the inter-
ministerial committee
for shipments of atta.
The new requirement 
will be applicable
from July 12.

EXPERIENCE ZONE

Nikon India Managing Director Sajjan Kumar with General Manager Corporate Planning Imaging of Nikon India
Ohba Yoji (R) during the inauguration of the company’s new experience zone, in Bengaluru, Thursday, July 7.

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday asked the Niti
Aayog to prepare a report
mapping all the industrial
activities such as corri-
dors, logistics parks and
pharma hubs so that they
can be incorporated under
the PM Gati Shakti initia-
tive of the government.
She also suggested to the
shipping ministry to look
at all the sea ports in the
country and their linkages
with industrial corridors.

These suggestions were
part of seven action points
elaborated by the minister
during the first meeting of
the Apex Monitoring
Authority for the National
Industrial Corridor
Development Programme.
“I would like the NITI
Aayog to map all this (in-
dustrial corridors, freight
corridors, defence corri-

dors, manufacturing
zones, textile parks, logis-
tics parks, medical and
pharma hubs). Map it all
and tell us where you see a
possibility for bringing
them under the PM Gati
Shakti,” she said.

“I find many of them
still lying loose and uncon-
nected. Mapping it up will
probably give a better idea
of how they can all come
into this scheme of
things,” she added. The
minister asked the Aayog
to prepare the report by
October-end. The PM Gati
Shakti is a digital platform

which aims at promoting
integrated planning and
coordinated implementa-
tion of infrastructure con-
nectivity projects. Niti
Aayog, she said, should un-
dertake a quick study be-
cause a lot of activities are
happening and all of them
have to come under the
umbrella of PM Gati
Shakti programme. The fi-
nance minister further
suggested to her com-
merce counterpart Piyush
Goyal to undertake a re-
view of three industrial
corridors of south India —
Chennai Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor,
Bengaluru Mumbai
Industrial Corridor, and
Vizag Chennai Industrial
Corridor and their nodes.
“For some some
reasons...the three corri-
dors coming from the
south have not been dealt
with an elaborate fashion,”
Sitharaman added.

FM asks Niti Aayog to map
all industrial activities 

For incorporating them into PM Gati Shakti

Panjim (Goa), Jul 07:  

TVS Motor Company
on Wednesday forayed
into the premium lifestyle
segment with the launch
of 225-cc bike Ronin
priced at Rs 1.49 lakh (ex-
showroom). The bike
comes in three trims
tagged at Rs 1.49 lakh, Rs
1.56 lakh and Rs 1.69 lakh,
respectively.

Designed ground up,
the bike comes with many
firsts in terms of technol-
ogy and convenience fea-
tures like dual-channel
ABS, voice assistance,
and enhanced connectivi-
ty. Besides, the bike also
comes with an exclusive
range of branded mer-
chandise, custom acces-
sories, a configurator and
a dedicated experience
programme. “The launch
of the Ronin is a signifi-

cant milestone for TVS
Motor,” TVS Motor
Company Managing
Director Sudarshan Venu
said. The motorcycle is de-
signed from a blank can-
vas to be a reflection of
the spontaneous, fluidic,
versatile and multi-
faceted young rider of

today, he added. The bike
is designed to create an ef-
fortless and ‘unscripted’
riding experience, Venu
noted.

“True to the TVS brand,
it has cutting edge tech-
nology and connectivity.
TVS Ronin is a lifestyle
partner complete with an

exclusive range of mer-
chandise and accessories,
a riding community, and
an effortless customisa-
tion process,” he added.
Elaborating further, TVS
Motor Company Head
Business - Premium,
Vimal Sumbly, noted that
motorcycling at the global
level is changing. “It is
moving from serving a
functional purpose to en-
abling self-expression,
freedom, and the willing-
ness to explore,” he said.

The TVS Ronin will
carve a new segment
based on an emerging
lifestyle free from stereo-
types, dated codes, and
legacy baggage, he noted.
This is thereby transform-
ing the premiumisation
into personalisation more
and more, creating a
trend in the two-wheeler
segment, Sumbly said.

TVS Motor drives in new bike ‘Ronin’ priced at Rs 1.49 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 07:

Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth on
Thursday said the meas-
ures taken by Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) will
increase inflows of over-
seas funds and help in
strengthening the rupee
against the US dollar. RBI
on Wednesday raised the
overseas borrowing limits
for companies and liber-
alised norms for foreign
investments in govern-
ment bonds as it an-
nounced a slew of meas-
ures to boost foreign ex-
change inflows. Seth said
RBI measures, including
on External Commercial
Borrowing (ECB), are
transitory and for shorter
duration, and would help
in boosting the foreign
currency inflows into the

country. RBI on
Wednesday increased the
ECB limit under the auto-
matic route from USD 750
million or its equivalent
per financial year to USD
1.5 billion and eased the
norms for FPI investments
in the debt market. Seth
also expressed hope that
the global challenges
would subside in the short
term. Unveiling the meas-
ures on Wednesday, the

central bank said that all
capital flows barring port-
folio investments remain
stable and an adequate
level of reserves provides
a buffer against external
shocks. Among the fresh
steps, the cap has been re-
moved on interest rate
that lenders can offer on
foreign deposits by NRIs.
The relaxation will be in
force till October. Since the
war in Ukraine broke out
in late February, RBI has
expended its foreign ex-
change reserves in order
to shield the rupee from
steep depreciation. Since
February 25, the headline
foreign exchange reserves
have declined by USD 40.94
billion. The rupee has de-
preciated by 4.1 per cent
against the US dollar dur-
ing the current financial
year so far (up to July 5).

RBI measures to have positive impact on
oversesas fund inflows: DEA Secretary

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

The slew of measures
announced by Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Wednesday to enhance for-
eign exchange inflows
should help rupee to out-
perform its peers in
emerging market
economies, experts said.
RBI said it has been close-
ly and continuously moni-
toring the liquidity condi-
tions in the forex market
and has stepped in as
needed in all its segments
to alleviate dollar tight-
ness with the objective of
ensuring orderly market
functioning. It announced
five measures to enhance
foreign exchange inflows.
The Indian rupee, RBI said
has depreciated by 4.1 per
cent against the US dollar
during the current finan-

cial year so far (up to July
5), which is modest rela-
tive to other EMEs and
even major Advanced
Economies (AEs).
Abhishek Goenka, CEO of
IFA Global, said that in a
nutshell, RBI has tried to
boost short-term dollar in-
flows with the latest meas-
ures. Vivek Kumar,
Economist at QuantEco
Research, said persistent
pressure on rupee has
prompted the central bank
to diversify its defence
strategy by including
macro prudential steps to
encourage foreign inflows.
“We believe it would fur-
ther help in rupee to out-
perform its peers in
emerging market
economies. However, it is
unlikely to change the ad-
verse global backdrop of
strong dollar, heightened

geopolitical uncertainty,
and still somewhat elevat-
ed commodity prices...,”
he said. On Wednesday, the
rupee surged 39 paise, its
best single-day gain in
over three months, to close
at 78.94 against the US dol-
lar after a sharp correc-
tion in crude oil, FIIs repo-
sitioning in capital mar-
kets and strong gains in
local equties. Commenting
on RBI’s announcement,
Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst at HDFC
Securities, said the actions
will have a positive senti-
mental impact in the short
term but will have a mar-
ginal positive impact over
the medium term.
“However, for sustainable
dollar inflows, global as
well as domestic stability
in growth and inflation is
needed,” Parmar said.

RBI measures should help rupee outperform
peers in emerging markets: Experts

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0077::    

Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Madhavrao Scindia on
Thursday assumed the addi-
tional charge of the Steel
Ministry.

Scindia is currently in
charge of the Civil Aviation
Ministry. The 51-year old BJP
leader, who represents
Madhya Pradesh in the Rajya
Sabha, is the third steel minis-
ter in the current Modi govern-
ment. Before taking his seat,
he took off his footwear and
placed an idol of Lord Ganesha
on the table of his office in
Udyog Bhawan here. In a tweet
Scindia said “As per the direc-
tions of the Prime Minister I am
assuming the charge as
Minister of Steel. I will try my
best to discharge this new
responsibility with the bless-
ings of all well wishers.” “Took

the additional charge from
@RCP_Singh Ji of Union Steel
Ministry. I will do my best to
fulfill the aspirations of the
country by discharging this
responsibility given by the top
leadership to the fullest poten-
tial,” he said in another tweet.
He took charge in the presence
of Steel Secretary Sanjay
Kumar Singh and other senior
ministry officials. On his first
day as Steel Minister, Scindia
will take back-to-back meet-

ings with ministry officials and
departments. Besides, he will
hold meetings of all steel PSUs
along with their heads, an offi-
cial said. He succeeds Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh who
resigned from the post on
Wednesday, a day before the
completion of his Rajya Sabha
term.

Singh, a former bureaucrat
and Rajya Sabha Member, last
year on July 8, had replaced
Dharmendra Pradhan, who was
allotted the ministry of educa-
tion along with the ministry of
skill development and entre-
preneurship in a Cabinet
reshuffle. On the advise of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Wednesday directed Scindia to
be assigned the charge of the
Ministry of Steel in addition to
his existing portfolio, accord-
ing to an official statement.

Jyotiraditya Scindia assumes 
additional charge of Steel Ministry

New Delhi, Jul 07:

Commerce and indus-
try minister Piyush Goyal
reviewed the progress of
the implementation of the
PM GatiShakti national
master plan, which aims
at giving a push to the
country’s multi-modal in-
frastructure network. PM
GatiShakti is beginning to
fast-track a number of in-
frastructure projects
across the country with
some states beginning to
use it for better implemen-
tation of social sector proj-
ects. Goyal chaired the re-
view meeting which delib-
erated the progress
achieved so far and saw
participation of various
senior officials from differ-
ent ministries including
railways, road, ports and
shipping, coal, steel, fertil-
izers and rural develop-
ment, the commerce min-

istry said in a statement.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on October 13 last
year, had launched the na-
tional master plan for
multi-modal connectivity
to develop infrastructure
to reduce logistic costs and
boost the economy. “With
over 900 data layers updat-
ed by central ministries
and 316 essential layers by
states/UTs, the meeting
took note of various min-
istries/departments using
the same to share their
proposed projects after
having been mapped and

aligned digitally,” it added.
Goyal said that under the
initiative the government
is committed to resolve
user issues by overcoming
various departmental
silos. Along with a func-
tioning Empowered Group
of Secretaries in 32
states/UTs, 29 among
them have also been able
to formulate their network
planning group and tech-
nical support unit. Special
secretary in the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Amrit Lal
Meena said that with the
portals for central and
state government min-
istries now fully function-
al, all essential data layers
have been uploaded to en-
able infrastructure min-
istries extensively utilise
the National Master Plan
for all pending and future
projects.

Goyal reviews progress of PM GatiShakti

Kolkata, Jul 07: 

Former union minister
Suresh Prabhu on
Wednesday said that there
is a need for reforms in
government accounting to
bring in accountability
and to track the outcome
of the various pro-
grammes undertaken for
economic development.
Speaking at an interactive
session organised by
MCCI here, Prabhu, who
held civil aviation, com-
merce, railways and sever-
al other ministries, said
that what is needed most
now is reforms in govern-
ment accounting. This, he
said, is needed to track the
outcome and also to bring
in accountability for dif-
ferent government pro-
grammes. “When I was the
railway minister, I started
reforming the railway ac-

counts. But I quit the min-
istry due to train accidents
taking place in close suc-
cession in 2017”, Prabhu,
himself a chartered ac-
countant, said. He said
that for India to prosper
economically, the country
does not need to follow any
particular economic
model. “What is needed is
to follow what is best for
the country. Good meas-
ures were taken in 1991
which also changed the di-
rections of economic poli-
cies later”, he said.

Suresh Prabhu bats for reforms
in government accounting

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

Sony India  announced
the newest additions to its
premium Mobile ES car
amplifier line-up, XM-5ES,
XM-4ES, and XM-1ES.
With high-quality sound
and seamless usability,
Sony’s latest car audio of-
ferings deliver a superior
entertainment experience.

Compatible with High-
Resolution Audio, XM-5ES
and XM-4ES users can
hear the subtle nuances of
studio-quality sound in
higher than CD quality.
These new power ampli-
fiers authentically deliver
the true intent of the
artists. Developed with
various technical updates,
the Mobile ES line-up
helps customers experi-
ence their high-quality
music without worrying

about the logical control
or connection placement.
It raises the bar for in-car
entertainment and brings
a whole new level of inno-
vation to the car audio
market.

Boost in-car music with
a highly efficient Class-D
amplifier that provides a
variety of speaker config-
urations, all at 4 ohms:
XM-5ES (100Wx4+450W
RMS); XM-4ES
(100Wx4+450W RMS); XM-
1ES (600W RMS).

Sony’s many years of
digital amplifier engineer-
ing expertise made it pos-
sible to create a compact
and powerful amplifier
with uncompromising
sound quality. The unri-
valled sound engineering
is achieved with high
power output and high-
quality speaker terminal.

Sony India launches premium
Mobile ES  amplifiers

Rupee falls 19
paise to 79.13

against US dollar
Mumbai, Jul 07: The
rupee declined 19 paise to
close at 79.13 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Thursday, as the
hawkish stance of the US
Federal Reserve in-
creased the possibility of
another aggressive rate
hike this month. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
currency opened at 79.05
and finally ended at 79.13,
down 19 paise over its
previous close. On
Wednesday, the rupee
closed at 78.94.

“Rupee opened on a flat
note but started to come
under pressure despite
measures announced by
the RBI,” said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial
Services.

P
opular TV actress
Nisha Rawal, who
was recently seen

on actress Kangana
Ranaut hosted 'Lock Upp',
opens up about the boom
in the OTT industry and
how she is looking for-
ward to taking up more
OTT projects.

Nisha says: "Now there
is a place for all content
and all audiences. It's like
finally the jigsaw fits and
it's evolving. As it evolves
more masterminds come
together to cater to an in-
telligent audience of
today. It's amazing to be
witnessing such evolution
in the OTT sector."

On asking about her
web show choice, the
'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki' actress adds:
"Shows that would be di-
verse in genre for me as
an actor."

Now Nisha is looking
for more challenging
roles and making her
mark in the digital medi-
um. "I have enjoyed my
advertising career for so
long that my potential as
an actor hasn't been
tapped at all. I could defi-
nitely carve my niche in
this oceanic world of
OTT," she concludes.

'B
igg Boss OTT' fame
Urfi Javed was recent-
ly compared to Rakhi

Sawant by netizens on social
media. While responding to
them, she in fact called Rakhi
a 'legend'.

In her Instagram story, she
shared the screenshot of the
comment written by a user,
saying: "Totally agree with
you! She's like the next Rakhi."

Urfi, who is often known for
her style statement gave a be-
fitting reply by mentioning:
"Just because you know a few
international brands, just
cause you add vintage filter to
your photos, you think you're
way above me that you can in-
sult me." Later calling Rakhi,
a 'legend', she comments:

"Also Rakhi is a legend, the
way you guys insult her for
being herself and then talk
about feminism. The fact that
you think being compared to
her will be an insult shows a
lot about your character and
the way you think! Putting
other women down unneces-
sarily only makes you a mega
loser! Xx." Urfi recently had
also slammed those circulat-
ing her fake suicide pictures,
wishing death upon her in the
comments.

Urfi is known for playing
the role of Avni in 'Bade
Bhaiyya Ki Dulhania'. She
was also seen as Aarti in 'Meri
Durga', Bella in 'Bepannaah'
and Mira in 'Puncch Beat' and
many more.

Shruti Haasan
clarifies she is
perfectly fine!

A
ctress Shruti Haasan has clari-
fied that she is not unwell or in a
critical condition as was report-

ed by a section of the media.
The actress, in a video clip, said: "I

am having PCOS which a lot of
women have. Yes, it's challenging.
But no, it doesn't mean I am "unwell"
or in "critical condition" of any
kind. I've realised that some media

and news outlets have blown it
way out of proportion without
reading the actual post, which
was supposed to be positive."

"I also got calls asking me if I
was admitted to the hospital,

which I am clearly not. I am
doing perfectly fine. I have PCOS

for years and I have been doing just
fine. So, thank you for your concern.

You have a good day."
It all started some time ago, when the

actress put out a post on Instagram, say-
ing she had PCOS. Posting a video of her

working out, she wrote: "Work out with
me! I've been facing some of the worst
hormonal issues with my pcos and en-
dometriosis - women know it's a tough
fight with imbalance and bloating and
metabolic challenges - but instead of look-
ing at it as a fight, I choose to accept is as
natural movement that my body goes
through to do it's best and I say Thank you by
eating right, sleeping well and enjoying my
work out. My body isn't perfect right now but
my heart is. Keep fit keep happy and let those
happy hormones flow !!! I know I sound a tad
preachy but it's been such a journey to accept
these challenges and not let them define me.. so,
I'm so happy to share this with all of you."

Some media reports went on to report this as
the actress being in a critical condition, forcing
the actress to issue a clarification.

ACROSS

1. River deposit

5. Hoisting machine

10. Ship's pole

14. Western state

15. Hair dye

16. Nutmeglike spice

17. Waiter's handout

18. Lingering flavor

20. Prophecy

21. Confederate general

22. Singing voices

23. Performer

25. State

27. Receive willingly

30. Foal

31. Nurse ____ Barton

32. Poor community

33. Sleigh

37. Bellybutton

38. Bar bill

39. Milan's land

40. Gazed at

41. Pillar

42. Thickly populated

43. Karate blow

44. Library patron

45. Muscle-building drug

49. Group of players

50. Leading

51. Cover

52. Wail

56. Having a backbone

59. Musical instrument

60. Cleveland's lake

61. Theater walkway

62. Pub beverages

63. Marsh grass

64. Carved pole

65. School exam

DOWN

1. Japanese wrestling

2. Article

3. Highway division

4. Boomed

5. Swiss cottage

6. Allude

7. Opening wager

8. Compass point (abbr.)

9. Cup handle

10. Tiny

11. Spaghetti, e.g.

12. Performer

13. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"

19. Diplomacy

24. Milky gem

25. Skepticism

26. Shade tree
27. Skin woe
28. Modeling material
29. Prehistoric dwelling
30. Hold tightly
32. Tolerated
33. Bygone river vehicle
34. Earth
35. Other than
36. Color changer
39. Mental image
41. ____ Beta Kappa
43. Secret language
44. Cash in
45. Piggy bank user
46. Yonder
47. Spooky
48. Classified
49. Baron, e.g.
51. Endure
53. Skilled
54. Troubles
55. For fear that
57. Baseball club
58. ____ de Janeiro
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Unfortunately, this isn't a day for fun
and games, Aquarius. In fact, you might
feel an annoying emotional weighti-
ness, making you feel less energetic
than usual. There's a sober tone that's
asking you to take a hard-nosed look at
reality and make some decisions
regarding goals and plans. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You'll find little comfort in your emotions
today, Pisces. You may want to simply
stick to business. Concentrate on getting
things done in your regular routine. Create
a plan and stick to it. This isn't a day to
deviate from the norm, nor is it a time in
which you'll find sympathy from others.
Stick close to home and take care of your
personal business. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try not to be smothering today, Aries.
You may want to seek comfort in con-
versations with others but find that
this only produces grouchiness on the
part of all involved. Curb your tenden-
cy to find fault in loved ones. Your best
bet is to focus your energy on tasks
you've had on the back burner for some
time. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

There's a damper on your emotions
today that could leave you feeling like a
pot of simmering water, Taurus. Just by
knowing there's a lid on things you're
likely to heat up more quickly than usual.
Try to hold your temper. A furious rage
will get you nowhere. Concentrate your
energy on getting your material affairs in
order. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

It could be hard for you to feel connected
to anyone today, Gemini. You're probably
better off keeping to yourself. If you're
feeling sad or depressed, it's best to work
through these feelings on your own. Other
people aren't apt to be too sympathetic to
your situation. You're better off sticking to
your work in order to keep the demons out
of your head.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel a sense of restriction to the
day, but in truth, this is for your own good,
Cancer. You'll find that your acute sense
of discipline comes in handy today as you
tackle work with incredible enthusiasm.
Your goals aren't far from your grasp. Stay
focused, and don't let the ticking clock
pressure you. Hastiness will lead to care-
less mistakes. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Find comfort in your work today, Leo.
Although it may sound ridiculous, you'll
find that getting things checked off
your list is the most rewarding activity
of the day. Try not to be too critical of
others. Focus on your own tasks at
hand. Mountains that seem too daunt-
ing will continue to grow bigger until
you take the first step. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Get your head out of the clouds, Virgo.
You'll find out that nitpicky details you
failed to attend to earlier are now com-
ing back to haunt you. Don't postpone
your work any further. The time to take
care of the job is now. Balance your
checkbook and do your laundry. Clean
your bathtub and go grocery shopping. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you need to finish whatever you
didn't get done yesterday, Libra.
Themes of the journey include disci-
pline and paying attention to the sand
slipping through the hourglass. The
more you're able to accomplish, the
better you'll feel about yourself.
Stagnant energy in your life signals that
it's time to get things moving. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Put aside frivolity for a day, Scorpio. This
is an important time to prepare for the
future. Don't take another step forward
before you know you're on solid ground.
This is a good time to secure your goals
on a piece of paper. Writing them down in
ink will help you manifest them in your
life. Think about the long-term harvest.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

People may be a bit critical of you today,
Sagittarius, and you would do well to
hear what they have to say. Be receptive
of feedback from others so that you may
establish a healthy ego. It's important to
keep your sense of humility in check. You
might find that you're feeling rather crit-
ical as you see people moving like sloths
compared to your lightning quick mind.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Maintain your psychic shield today,
Capricorn, because you'll need it.
People's comments may seem harsh
even if they mean well. Your best defense
against the critical tone of the day is to
use other people's criticisms as con-
structively as you can in order to build a
stronger foundation from which to work. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Urfi Javed calls Rakhi
Sawant a ‘legend’ to
shut down the trolls

I
t’s been one hell of a
South African Safari
for the contestants of

MTV Roadies - Journey in
South Africa. Having im-
pressed everyone with
their daredevil stunts and
decision-making skills,
the remaining contestants
on the show will go to any
length to win as the com-
petition enters its final
stages. Social media is
ablaze with speculation
about who will pack a
punch in their tasks and
take home the coveted title
of the 'Ultimate
Champions'.

Read on to find out who,
amongst Ashish-Nandu,
Gaurav-Simi, Kevin-
Moose, and Yukti-Jash,
has it in them to win MTV
Roadies - Journey in
South Africa.

1) The dynamic duo of
Ashish Bhatia and
Nandini are the hot
favourites - Ashish, the
actor-dancer, and Nandini,
the fitness trainer, have
got everyone running
scared. Winning tasks is
easy-peasy for the duo,
whose bond and cama-
raderie only seems to be
getting stronger every
passing week. Have they
saved the best for the fi-

nale? Don’t be one bit sur-
prised if they did!

2) Don’t forget the
dark horses - Gaurav
Alugh and Simi Talsania -
Be it good reasons or bad,

here’s a buddy pair that
just loves grabbing the
limelight. While everyone
remembers their recent
fall-out in which Gaurav
couldn’t handle Simi’s at-
titude, no one would be
surprised if these two
buddies had planned it all
along. Will Gaurav, a for-
mer contestant, and Simi,
the professional dancer,
manage to pull a fast one
in the finale? Only time
will tell

3) Kevin Almasifar and
Moose Jattana could run
away with the prize -
Everyone adores the love-
hate relationship between
Kevin and Moose. Their
journey on the show, which

started with them getting
off on the worst note possi-
ble, only to become the
thickest of friends, has
been one to remember. The
two compliment each other
so very well and are on
cloud nine, having aced the
recent sky-diving task.
Could Moose, the activist
and social media star, along
with the mixed martial
arts fighter, Kevin, save
their best for the last? We
can’t wait to find out!

4) Don’t be shocked if
Yukti Arora and Jashwant
Bopanna are the surprise
winners - Don’t go by their
‘bholi shakal’ as Yukti
Arora and Jashwant have
proved on the show that
they’re more than just a
pretty face. Having finished
as a semi-finalist on
Roadies Season 16, Yukti, a
dancer by profession, will
hope to make her experi-
ence count alongside
Jashwant, a die-hard fit-
ness and dance enthusiast.
Will they put their best foot
forward? Let’s hope for the
very best.

Catch all the drama, ad-
venture, fights and more,
tune in to 'MTV Roadies -
Journey in South Africa'
on Saturdays and Sundays
at 7pm!

Who will create history and win
‘MTV Roadies Journey in SA’?

Yet another interesting
highpoint will be coming

up in &TV’s Baal Shiv, where
the audience will witness the
fierce form of Maa Durga,
played by Shivya Pathania,
who will kill Mahisasur
(Pankaj Kumar). Mahisasur’s
vadh will add an interesting
twist to the tale. As he kid-
naps Sumati (Saachi Tiwari),
Baal Shiv (Aan Tiwari) gets
furious and decides to kill
him. However, Baal Shiv can-
not kill Mahisasur because he
has Brahma Dev’s boon, which
states that no male can kill
him and only a female can
destroy him. Devi Parvati, who
has taken birth as Devi
Katyayani (Trisha Ashish
Sarda), turns Maa Durga to
destroy him. Talking about the
track, Shivya Pathania essay-
ing Devi Parvati’s character,

shares, “Mahisashur is egotis-
tical and exploits women.
When Mahisasur discovers
that Devi Parvati has taken
birth to destroy him, he imme-
diately kidnaps all women,
including Sumati. Bhringi tells
Katyayan that one cannot be
happy without worshipping
Lord Shiva because he and
Shakti are one. Katyayan,
therefore, starts worshipping
Shivling. As Baal Shiv rescues
Sumati from Mahisasur 's
captivity, Katyayani goes
inside Amarnath guffa and
turns into Parvati, where she
gets flashes of how Mahadev
had explained it to her about
their meeting for many births
and separation due to incom-
petence. As she gets out of
this flash, she hears
Katyayan’s call to kill
Mahisasur and gets furious. 

Devi Parvati takes
Goddess Durga’s form to

kill Mahisasur 

Nisha Rawal:
I could definitely

carve my niche
in this oceanic

world of OTT
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Pallekele, Jul 07 (PTI):

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur and Pooja Vastrakar
produced solid all-round
performances as Indian
women cantered to a 39-run
victory over a clueless Sri
Lanka in the final ODI on
Thursday to complete a 3-0
rout.

Harmanpreet (75 off 88
balls and 1/21 in 5 overs)
and Vastrakar (56 not out
off 65 balls, and 2/32) first
bailed the team out with a
97-run seventh wicket stand
that ensured a decent total
of 255 for 9 for the visitors.

The bowlers then execut-
ed the plans perfectly to
shot out the hosts for 216 in
47.3 overs with both
Harmanpreet and
Vastrakar chipping in with
crucial breakthroughs.

With this series win, the
Indian women clinched
their fourth consecutive bi-
lateral series victory
against the island nation.

The women's side had
earlier won ODI series in
2013, 2015, and 2018.

Having already sealed a
series win, Harmanpreet's
unit came into the final
game as a confident bunch,
something which the
Lankans distinctly lacked
from the very onset.

With nothing to lose, Sri
Lankan skipper Chamari
Athapaththu won the toss
and sent the Indians to bat
on a surface that is mostly
known to favour teams bat-
ting first. Buoyed by the
outstanding performances
in the second ODI, openers

Shafali Verma and Smriti
Mandhana, however, failed
to make a big impact.

Mandhana was the first
to depart (6 off 20 balls) as
she fell victim to a length
delivery from Kavisha
Dilhari after her attempted
cut landed in keeper's
gloves. With a half-century
under her belt, Shafali, con-
tinued her good form get-
ting to 49 off 50 balls with

some crisp shots.
She missed on her second

half-century on trot by a
whisker, after Rashmi Silva
trapped her leg before.

With 155 runs from three
matches and with an im-
pressive average of 77.50,
Shafali finished as the lead-
ing run scorer in the three-
match ODI series.

With Shafali departing at
a crucial juncture, India

suddenly had a middle-
order collapse as they were
left tottering at 124 for 6 be-
fore Harmanpreet turned
the tables around in style.

The Indian skipper bat-
ted with a lot of responsibil-
ity throughout her innings
and made the best of the
short balls deployed by the
Lankan bowlers to hit
seven fours and two mas-
sive sixes.

It is worth noting that
majority of Harmanpreet
boundaries came through
the mid-wicket region and
she was rock-solid on the
leg side as well.

Harmanpreet completed
her fifty with a brilliant six
over deep mid-wicket re-
gion, as she got low and
clobbered a floated delivery
from off-spinner Oshadi
Ranasinghe to clear the
boundary for a maximum.

While Harmanpreet
played the captain's knock,
Vastrakar played the role of
a perfect second fiddle,
courtesy three free-flowing
sixes to hit her second fifty
in women's ODI.

When Sri Lanka started
the chase, skipper
Athapaththu (44 off 41
balls) and Hasini Perera (39
off 57 balls) did show posi-
tive intent adding 56 for the
second wicket but things
wnet downhill after the
home team skipper was dis-
missed.

They found Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (3/36 in 10 overs)
difficult to get away while
most of the bowlers kept
the home team under tight
leash.

Harmanpreet, Pooja shine as
India clean sweep Lanka 3-0

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 07 (PTI):

India's two-time
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu and compatriot HS
Prannoy cruised to the
quarterfinals of the
Malaysia Masters with
straight-game wins here
on Thursday.

Sindhu, who is seeded
seventh, made short work
of the world number 32

China's Zhang Yi Man 21-
12 21-10 in just 28 minutes
in the women's singles sec-
ond round clash.

However, a tough con-
test awaits the former
World Champion, current-
ly ranked seventh in the
world, as she will cross
swords with her nemesis
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese
Taipei in the last eight.

Sindhu has a dismal 5-16

head-to-head record
against the world No. 2,
who had also beaten the
Indian in the quarterfinals
of the Malaysia Open last
week.

In the men's singles con-
test, Prannoy eked out a
21-19 21-16 Wang Tzu Wei
of Chinese Taipei to book
a quarterfinal against
Japan's Kanta
Tsuneyama.

However, B Sai Praneeth
and former
Commonwealth Games
champion Parupalli
Kashyap bowed out of the
competition.

While Paneeth lost to Li
She Feng of China 14-21 17-
21 in 42 minutes, Kashyap
was dispatched 10-21 15-21
by sixth seed Indonesian
Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting.

Sindhu, Prannoy glide into
Malaysia Masters quarterfinals

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's ploy of try-
ing to negate swing by
meeting the ball early has
backfired, feels the leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar,
whose advise in English
conditions has always been
about playing as late as
possible.

Kohli, who is now just
four months short of com-
pleting three years without
an international ton,
scored 11 and 20 in the re-
cently concluded resched-
uled Test against England
that India lost by seven
wickets. "The trick to play
in England is to play as late
as possible. Then you are
allowing the ball to do its
bit and then you are play-
ing the ball. From what lit-
tle I saw in the highlights, it
seemed Kohli was looking
to reach for the ball, trying
to play the ball early,"
Gavaskar said on 'Sports
Today'.

He pointed out that Kohli
had enjoyed success in
England in 2018 as he
looked to play the ball very

late. "Therefore, he was not
looking like he was in 2018
when he was looking to
play it very late around the
off-stump."

Gavaskar feels the rea-
son behind Kohli's new ap-
proach could be the dip in
form and paucity of runs
in recent years. These are
times when one tends to
play every ball and it often
fraught with danger.

"This could possibly be
his issue because he hasn't
been among the runs.
When you are not in form,
you look to play almost
every ball, hit each one of
them, in a bid to score
runs. Maybe that's some-
thing that can he look at."

Kohli trying to play the
ball early: Gavaskar

Wimbledon, Jul 07 (PTI):

Trailblazing Indian ten-
nis star Sania Mirza's swan-
song appearance at
Wimbledon ended in a
semi-final defeat to defend-
ing champions Neal
Skupski and Desirae
Krawczyk in the mixed dou-
bles event here.

Mirza and her Croatian
partner Mate Pavic, seeded
sixth, went down 6-4 5-7 4-6
to Skupski of Great Britain
and American Krawczyk in
two hours 16 minutes on
Wednesday night.

The 35-year-old Mirza is
India's most accomplished
woman tennis player, hav-
ing won six Grand Slam ti-
tles, including three mixed
doubles trophies. She was
aiming to complete a
Career Slam in mixed dou-
bles.

She had won the the
mixed doubles titles at the
2009 Australian Open and
the 2012 French Open with
Mahesh Bhupathi and the

2014 US Open with
Brazillian Bruno Soares.

"The tears, fight and the
struggle.. the work we put
in is all worth it in the end
..it wasn't meant to be this
time at Wimbledon but you
have been nothing but spec-

tacular its been an honor to
play here and win here over
the last 20 years ..i will miss
you Until we meet again,"
Mirza tweeted on Thursday.

Mirza and Pavic, both
multiple-time Grand Slam
winners, dominated the

first set on the back of a
strong serve.

Mirza, who is in her last
year on tour, and Pavic
looked on course to sealing
the match as they led 4-2 in
the second set but the duo
lost five of the next six
games as Skupski and
Krawczyk, seeded second,
forced the decider.

In the decider, Mirza and
Pavic drew first blood as
they broke their opponent's
serve but were immediately
broken back.

In the 12th game, Pavic
double faulted twice with
Skupski and Krawczyk con-
verting the match point.

This is Mirza's best
mixed doubles perform-
ance at the All England
Club. She had previously
reached the quarterfinals
in 2011, 2013 and 2015.

Mirza, a six-time Grand
Slam winner, had earlier
announced that she would
hang up her racquet at the
conclusion of the 2022 sea-
son.

Galle, Jul 07 (AP):

Sri Lanka has suffered a

huge blow in its bid to square

its two-Test series against

Australia after four cricketers

tested positive for COVID-19

and had to be replaced.

In coronavirus tests on

Wednesday, three players from

the first Test were positive:

Leg-spinner Jeffrey

Vandersay, fast bowler Asitha

Fernando, and all-rounder

Dhananjaya de Silva. Left-arm

spinner Praveen

Jayawickrama was already in

isolation after testing positive

earlier in the week.

They were ruled out of the

second test starting on Friday

at Galle Stadium. Vandersay

made his debut in the first

Test Australia won by 10 wick-

ets in three days last week.

Sri Lanka added spinners

Prabath Jayasuriya, Maheesh

Theekshana, Lakshan

Sandakan and Dunith

Wellalage in the squad and

two of them are expected to

partner Ramesh Mendis, who

played in the first test.

Apart from Sandakan,

whose last test was in 2018, the

other new additions were yet

to play a test.

De Silva is likely to be re-

placed by squad member and

backup batsman Kamindu

Mendis. The Sri Lankan camp

will have another round of

tests on Thursday, and skipper

Dimuth Karunaratne feared

more players will be with-

drawn. "It is very difficult to

say the (team) combination,"

Karunaratne said.

"We have picked 13 players

but before we select the final

11, we have another antigen

test and from that we have to

find whether there are any

more positive cases. Only after

that can we announce our

playing 11."

One piece of good news was

former captain Angelo

Mathews, who tested positive

for COVID during the first

Test, has been cleared and will

take part in the second Test.

Sri Lanka depleted
for 2nd Test after

4 players get virus

New Delhi, Jul 07:

As former Indian skip-
per Mahendra Singh
Dhoni turned 41 on
Thursday, the cricket fra-
ternity showered their
heartfelt wishes on
'Captain Cool'.

Virat Kohli extended
wishes to former Indian
skipper. Taking to his
Instagram, Virat posted a
video with Dhoni and
wrote, "A leader like no
other. Thanks for every-
thing you have done for
Indian cricket. You be-
came more like an elder
brother for me. Nothing
but love and respect al-
ways. Happy birthday
skip."

"Very very happy birth-
day to you @msdhoni. My
best wishes are always
with you! Have the most
wonderful year ahead.
Love always," tweeted for-
mer India spinner,
Harbhajan Singh.

Former India opener

Virender Sehwag extend-
ed wishes to Dhoni. "Till
the time full stop doesn't
come, a sentence isn't com-
pleted. Till the time Dhoni
is at the crease, the match

isn't completed. Not all
teams have the fortune to
have a person like Dhoni,
Happy B'day to a gem of a
person & player, MS
Dhoni. Om Helicopteraya

Namaha," he tweeted.
"An idol & an inspira-

tion Here's wishing @msd-
honi - former #TeamIndia
Captain & one of the finest
to have ever graced the
game - a very happy birth-
day," said the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India. "Dada taught us
youngsters how to win and
Dhoni made it into a habit.
Two great leaders from dif-
ferent eras born just a day
apart. Happy birthday to
the men who shaped
Indian cricket,"
Mohammad Kaif tweeted.

"Happy Birthday to my
big brother. Thank you for
being my biggest support-
er and mentor in every
phase of life, may god
bless you and your family
with good health always.
Much love to you mahi
bhai. Wishing you a great
year ahead! @msdhoni
#HappyBirthdayDhoni,"
Suresh Raina shared a
heartfelt message on
Twitter.

Wimbledon, Jul 06 (AP):

Wincing from abdomi-
nal pain, unable to ply
his customary relentless
style of tennis, Rafael
Nadal thought he might
need to stop playing in
the Wimbledon quarter-
finals against Taylor
Fritz.

Up in the Centre Court
stands, Nadal's father
was waving his arms,
motioning to the 22-time
Grand Slam champion to
quit. Not surprisingly,
perhaps, he didn't listen.

Nadal stayed out there,
adjusted his service mo-
tion and his strategy and
figured out a way to win.

With much of the
crowd roaring and
standing after Nadal's
best strokes, he twice
erased one-set deficits
against the 11th-seeded
Fritz and emerged with
3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4)
victory Wednesday to
reach his eighth semifi-
nal at the All England
Club. "For a lot of mo-
ments," Nadal said, "I
was thinking, Maybe I
will not be able to finish
the match.'"

He did complete it, but
said he couldn't be sure
whether he will be able
to play Friday against
Nick Kyrgios, a 27-year-
old Australian who
earned his Grand Slam
semifinal debut with a 6-
4, 6-3, 7-6 (5) victory over
Cristian Garin of Chile.

"I don't know exactly

what I have. It's clear
something's not right,"
said Nadal, who will get
tests Thursday for an
issue that first cropped
up nearly a week ago but
got much worse at 3-1 in
the first set against
Fritz. "I'm obviously
worried."

The other men's semi-
final is Novak Djokovic
against Cam Norrie. The
women's semifinals
Thursday are 2019 cham-
pion Simona Halep
against Elena Rybakina,
and Ons Jabeur against
Tatjana Maria. Halep
eliminated Amanda
Anisimova 6-2, 6-4, and
Rybakina defeated Ajla
Tomljanovic 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Nadal got to his 38th
career major semifinal
by denying what would
have been a first such ap-
pearance for Fritz, who
beat Nadal in the hard-
court final at Indian
Wells, California, in
March. That ended a 20-
match winning streak
for Nadal, who was both-
ered that day by a
painful rib injury.

This time, the problem
was a muscle in his
stomach area, which had
some athletic tape.
Nadal left the court with
a trainer for a medical
timeout while up 4-3 in
the second set; Fritz
paced around the base-
line, waiting. A doctor
gave Nadal some pills;
the trainer tried to relax
the muscle.

Nadal gets past
Fritz at Wimbledon;

Kyrgios next

Sania bids adieu to Wimbledon with semifinal loss Cricket fraternity rejoices as Dhoni turns 41

On Wednesday night, Sakshi Singh Dhoni posted a pic on
Instagram of her husband bringing in his 41st birthday in London.

National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA) Presidential candidate Droupadi Murmu with Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal during her visit to Guwahati, Thursday.

POLL CAMPAIGN

Chefs of IIHM Institute of Patisserie and Culinary (IIPC) display various varieties of
chocolates on the occasion of World Chocolate Day, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

WORLD CHOCOLATE DAY

‘Assam govt to spend Rs 810 cr to settle issues’

Guwahati, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Assam govern-
ment will spend Rs 810
crore to resolve issues
concerning two defunct
paper mills of Hindustan
Paper Corporation Ltd,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on
Thursday.

Out of this amount,
banks will have to be
paid Rs 150 crore and the
Assam Power
Distribution Company
Ltd (APDCL) around Rs
60-80 crore, while the re-
maining amount will be
distributed among the
employees of the Nagaon

and Cachar paper mills
at Jagiroad and
Panchgram, Sarma said.
The chief minister was

speaking at the ceremo-
nial distribution of the
relief package to the
paper mill employees
here.

The state government
will regularise the pen-
sion of the retired em-
ployees by depositing the
due amount, which the
HPCL should have paid ,
with the Provident Fund
Commissioner, Sarma
said. The Assam govern-
ment will also pay the
gratuity amount, while
the salary of the employ-
ees will be deposited by
the liquidator, he said.

Appointment letters
were also given to 66 em-

ployees of the paper mills
in various government
departments. A trust will
be set up with a corpus of
Rs 25 crore, and the inter-
est earned from it will be
used to help former em-
ployees during any situa-
tion of distress.

HPCL's two paper mills
Cachar Paper Mill and
Panchgram in
Hailakandi district, and
Nagaon Paper Mill at
Jagiroad in Morigaon
district have been non-
functional since October
2015 and March 2017 re-
spectively, with employ-
ees not receiving salaries
for the past five years.

Mumbai, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra
Government will pro-
vide land in Koregaon-
Satara area for the pro-
posed Bengaluru-
Mumbai industrial cor-
ridor, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said on
Thursday. Shinde made
the announcement at
the first meeting of the
apex authority for in-
dustrial corridor proj-
ects which he attended
virtually, a release from
his office said here.

The industrial corri-
dor project has not
taken off due to un-
availability of land,
hence Shinde an-
nounced that land will
be provided in
Koregaon-Satara belt
and acquisition will be
made expeditiously, it
said. He also raised the
issue of expediting the
work of a `bulk drug park'

near Dighi port in
Maharashtra, and Union

finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman assured at

the meeting that a spe-
cial review of the proj-
ect will be conducted by
October, the release
said.

Shinde also seconded
the proposal of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan
about the Varanasi-
Mumbai industrial cor-
ridor. A textile park,
medical park and bulk
drug park are proposed
to be set up in
Maharashtra and if the
Centre gave the nod,
work can start immedi-
ately, Shinde said.

The Auric City in
Shendra-Bidkin indus-
trial area in
Aurangabad district
has got good response
and attracted invest-
ment of Rs 5,542 crore,
the chief minister said.
About three lakh jobs
will be generated

through this investment,
he added.

Delhi bizman’s driver 
flees with ‘Rs 18 lakh’

Noida, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The police in Uttar
Pradesh's Greater Noida on
Thursday arrested a driver
who had fled with the
money of his Delhi-based
employer after leaving him
along a highway during
their ride to Bulandshahr,
officials said. The employ-
er, a businessman who had
asked the driver to stop the
car on the highway to at-
tend nature's call around 9
pm on Wednesday, alleged
in his complaint to the po-
lice that he was carrying Rs
18 lakh cash and other ex-
pensive items like a laptop
with him.

However, when the police
arrested the accused driver
and his three relatives from
Mathura Thursday morn-
ing, they recovered Rs 81

lakh cash and all other
items, including the busi-
nessman's Hyundai Creta,
a senior official said. The
incident took place near
the Luharli toll plaza on the
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway under Dadri
police station limits and
four people, including the
driver, his wife, sister and
brother-in-law, have been
arrested for hatching the
plan, the official said.

The businessman, who
lives in Delhi's Dwarka
area, said he was in tension
after the incident because
of which he mistakenly
mentioned Rs 18 lakh in the
complaint to the police in-
stead of Rs 81 lakh cash
that he was carrying with
him, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida) Meenakshi
Katyayan told PTI. The ar-
rested accused have been
presented in a local court
and the recovered cash,

along with other items,
have also been sent to the
court's custody. The busi-
nessman will have to pro-
duce evidence in the court
now to reclaim the addi-
tional money as per proce-
dures, the officer added.

Driver Sonu Chauhan
had been working with
businessman Sanjeev
Kumar Agarwal for 15
years, according to the po-
lice. Chauhan, his wife
Pushpa, sister Shweta
Singh and Shweta's hus-
band Karnveer Singh had
hatched the plan at the dri-
ver's rented residence in
Delhi's Uttam Nagar, the
police said. On Wednesday
evening, Agarwal was on
his way to his factory in
Anoopshahar area of
Bulandshahr district from
Delhi but his driver fled
with the car containing the
cash after the businessman
got down for a toilet break,
the police said.

Alt News co-founder
moves SC for bail

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on Friday
the plea of Alt News co-
founder Mohammed
Zubair for quashing the
FIR and bail in connection
with a case registered
against him in the Sitapur
district of Uttar Pradesh
for allegedly outraging re-
ligious feelings. A vaca-
tion bench of Justices
Indira Banerjee and JK
Maheshwari said on
Thursday that the matter
be listed on Friday subject
to clearance from the
Chief Justice of India.

"Let the matter be listed
on July 8, 2022, before the
appropriate Bench subject
to assignment," the bench
said in its order. During
the hearing, senior advo-

cate Colin
Gonsalves, ap-
pearing for
Zubair, said his
a n t i c i p a t o r y
bail was reject-
ed by the
Allahabad High
Court and sub-
sequently he
was arrested. He
said that Zubair
is the co-founder of Alt
News and his job is to fact-
check news and he was
doing the role of identify-
ing hate speeches.

"A look at the FIR shows
that there is no crime but
there is a threat to his life
as people out there are
threatening him," he said
while urging the court to
list the matter urgently. An
FIR was lodged against
Zubair in Uttar Pradesh

under IPC sec-
tion 295A (delib-
erate and mali-
cious act intend-
ed to outrage re-
ligious feelings)
and section 67 of
the IT Act here
on a complaint
by Hindu Sher
Sena Sitapur
district presi-

dent Bhagwan Sharan on
June 1. Zubair was arrest-
ed by the Delhi Police on
June 27 for allegedly hurt-
ing religious sentiments
through one of his tweets.

The Delhi Police has in-
voked new provisions --
sections 120B (criminal
conspiracy) and 201 (de-
struction of evidence) of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and section 35 of the
Foreign Contribution

(Regulation) Act -- against
Zubair. The appeal of
Zubair against the
Allahabad High Court
order of June 10 was filed
through advocate Satya
Mitra.

The petition said it is a
"new police strategy for
registering FIRs in hate
crime cases against the
criminals as well as those
monitoring and protest-
ing hate crimes." 

Zubair said that the al-
legations in the im-
pugned FIR (lodged in
Sitapur) even if taken on
its face value and if ac-
cepted in entirety do not
prima facie disclose any
offence, and that is a fit
ground for quashing of
FIR, as has been held in a
catena of judgements of
the apex court.

p UP cops nab him
with ‘Rs 81 lakh’
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Quashing of FIR lodged in UP

66 of 67 Sena ex-
councillors in

Thane civic body
back Shinde camp
Thane, Jul 07 (PTI): In a
setback to the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
group, 66 out of the 67 for-
mer party corporators of
the Thane Municipal
Corporation (TMC) have ex-
tended support to the fac-
tion led by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde. The term of the 131-
member TMC, which has
been a stronghold of the
Shiv Sena, ended sometime
back and its elections are
due. The 66 former Sena cor-
porators, led by ex-mayor
Naresh Mhaske, met CM
Shinde at his 'Nandanvan'
bungalow in Mumbai on
Wednesday night and ex-
tended support to him, a re-
lease from Shinde's office
said. Last month, Shinde
had launched a rebellion
against the Sena and major-
ity of the party MLAs sided
with him, which led to the
collapse of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government in the
state led by Uddhav
Thackeray.

‘Land near Satara for Bengaluru-
Mumbai industrial corridor’

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde being presented
a bouquet by his son and Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde
after he assumed charge of the office, at Mantralaya in
Mumbai, Thursday.

Of two defunct paper mills

YSRC plenary 
to begin today

Amaravati, July 07 (PTI):
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
will be elected president
for lifetime of Yuvajana
Sramika Rythu Congress
(YSRC) party when it be-
gins its two-day plenary
session here on Friday.

The party constitution
will be amended to enable
Jagan's election as the
YSRC president for his
lifetime.

The YSRC is citing the
case of DMK, which se-
cured the Election
Commission of India's nod
to enable M Karunanidhi's
election as the party chief
for life.

On similar lines, we will
also seek the ECI's permis-
sion to let Jagan be our
president for life, a top
leader of the party said on
the eve of the plenary.

Jagan to be lifetime chief



Extension
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior
bureaucrats Sridhar
Chiruvolu and Saurabh
Shukla were Thursday
given one-year extension
as joint secretary and
director in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO),
according to a Personnel
Ministry order. Chiruvolu,
a 2001-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Bihar
cadre, has been given
extension as joint secre-
tary, PMO beyond August
4, 2022, it said.

Quit
MMuummbbaaii:: In a setback to
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, former MP
Anandrao Adsul has
resigned from his post as
a leader of the party.
Adsul had earlier repre-
sented the Amravati Lok
Sabha seat, but was
defeated by Navneet
Rana in 2019. Talking to
PTI, his son Abhijit Adsul
said his father has
resigned from the post of
Shiv Sena leader.

Electrocuted 
AAmmeetthhii:: A 35-year-old
power department
employee was electrocut-
ed to death during a
maintenance work at a
village here, police said.
Vijay Kumar, who was a
contractual employee,
accidently touched a live
wire during the work at
Lalipur village and was
electrocuted, Station
House Officer
(Jagdishpur) Arun Kumar
Dwivedi said.

Injured
JJaammmmuu:: An army porter
was injured in a mine
blast along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir's Poonch
district on Thursday, offi-
cials said. The blast
occurred in Dallan sector,
leaving Tanveer Hussain
injured, they said.

Watery grave
GGoonnddaa:: Two children have
drowned while bathing in
the Saryu river in Sojhiya
village of the district,
police said on Thursday.
Circle Officer Sansar
Chand Rathi said that
Satyam (12) and Krishna
(13) drowned on
Wednesday evening. "The
children waded into
deeper waters while
bathing and were swept
by the flow of water.
When their family mem-
bers informed the local
police about the incident
we started efforts to
search for them," he said.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann hugs AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal after 

the formers wedding ceremony
in Chandigarh.
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Surajpur, Jul 07: The
news of irregularity in
coal stocks do keep coming
from SECL area and few
years back Vishrampur
area was in news for larg-
er-scale irregularities in
coal stocks and many offi-
cials even landed in jail.
Once again SECL
Vishrampur area is in
news for irregularities in
coal stocks and Chief
Vigilance Officer has com-
plained in this regard to
SECL Bilaspur and de-
manded to soon conduct a
probe in this regard. As

per the complainant, it is
reported to have 8000 ton
coal stock but in reality not
even 800 ton is available.
After the complaint, man-
agement has become ac-
tive and are busy in bridg-
ing the gap of coal stock.
They are even mixing soil
and stones to bring the
stock to its desired level
and it needs to be seen that
how much deficit can be
covered till the probe team
comes for investigation.

Big complaint made….
Complainant Sujit

Kumar has complained to
President of India, PM,
Coal Minister, Director
CBI, Chief Vigilance
Commissioner and others
mentioning that 8000 ton
coal stock is said to be

available in Rehar mines
but in reality very limited
stock is available. The offi-
cers are trying to make up
for the deficit by shifting
some coal to stock from the
daily coal production so
that irregularities prac-
ticed by them could be hid-
den. As per sources, newly
posted Sub-Area Manager
has not been given charge
due to irregularities in
coal stock.

Probe team needs to
visit soon…

If the probe starts their
job soon they can dig out
the irregularities in coal
stock and persons respon-
sible for it.

Rehar Sub-Area
Manager retired, new
manager denies to take

charge….
Newly posted sub-area

manager citing irregulari-
ties in stock has refused to
take charge and men-
tioned that only after the
stock has been maintained
he would take charge.

Varanasi (UP), Jul 07 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that the
meaning of development
is not "chamak-damak"
(glitter) but the empower-
ment of the poor, deprived
and scheduled
caste/scheduled tribe com-
munities.

"For us the development
does not mean only the
chamak-damak. For us the
developemnt means the
empowerment of "garib,
Dalit, vanchit, pichhre,
adivasi, mothers and sis-
ters," the prime minister
said after
inaugurating/laying foun-
dation stone of projects
worth Rs 1,774 crore at the
Sampurnanand stadium
here. "Today more that 600
families have got their
houses in Varanasi," Modi,
who was in his parliamen-
tary constituency for the
first time after the recent
assembly elections, said.

"Kashi has given me a
chance to serve as
MP...The citizens of Kashi
have given a message that
shortcuts do not help the
country or people; some
leaders can benefit from
it," he said.

"In 2014, people coming
from outside used to ques-
tion how will things im-
prove here as there was
too much disorder. In
Varanasi, nothing had
been done for decades. It
was easy for others to

choose shortcuts, give this
or that," Modi, who is sec-
ond consecutive term MP
from Varanasi, said.

Raigarh, Jul 07: 

Three alleged poachers
and a deer died of electro-
cution after coming in con-
tact with a live electric
wire apparently laid for
poaching wild animals in
Raigarh district, police
said on Thursday.

The incident took place
on Wednesday night in
Taraimal forest under
Tamnar range in the dis-
trict, Punjipathra police
station house officer
Krishna Kant Singh said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion indicated that the
three persons might have
laid the wire, carrying
1,100 kV power, to poach
animals. They got electro-
cuted apparently while re-
trieving the carcass of a

deer that died after com-
ing in contact with the live
wire, the official said.

Noida, Jul 07 (PTI): 

A Chhattisgarh Police
team camping here to arrest
a TV news anchor over a
"doctored video" of
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is expected to return
Thursday, with officials say-
ing it is exploring legal op-
tions against its counter-
parts in Noida and
Ghaziabad.

The 11-member team from
Raipur, led by a deputy su-
perintendent of police, land-
ed in Ghaziabad on Tuesday
morning to arrest Zee News
anchor Rohit Ranjan. The
anchor and others have been

booked for airing the mis-
leading video on his show on
July 1. However, the team
from Congress-governed
Chhattisgarh could not ar-
rest Ranjan as police offi-
cials from Noida and
Ghaziabad in BJP-ruled
Uttar Pradesh whisked him
away.

On Wednesday, the visit-
ing police team issued sum-
mons to Ranjan and some of
his colleagues to join the
probe in Raipur on July 12 to
get their statements record-
ed in connection with the
FIR lodged there.

Ranjan was arrested by
the Noida police in connec-
tion with a probe into a case
lodged by it on a complaint
by Zee Media group over the

video. The Noida police on
Tuesday night announced it
had released Ranjan from
the police station itself fol-
lowing an inquiry as the of-
fence invoked in the case
was a bailable one, while the
Chhattisgarh police team,
which had an arrest warrant
and a court order for his ar-
rest, declared the anchor an
"absconder" on Wednesday.

"The Chhattisgarh police
team had come to arrest the
TV anchor but the local po-
lice in Ghaziabad and Noida
obstructed the procedure.
The accused is now untrace-
able, and the local police are
not sharing any information
about his whereabouts," an
official privy to the probe
told PTI.

Dantewada, Jul 07: 

Nine inmates of an observa-
tion home for minor boys, one
of them facing murder charge,
in  Dantewada district escaped
on Thursday after tying three
staffers of the facility with
ropes, including a home guard
jawan, officials said.
The incident took place in the
early hours at the observation
home which is operating out
of a rented building of the
local municipality, they said.
In all, 19 minor inmates, in
conflict with law and accused
of various crimes, were lodged
at the remand home, the offi-
cials said.
As per preliminary informa-
tion, two inmates asked the
caretaker to open the lock of
their room on the pretext of
going to the washroom. On the
way back from the washroom,
the two held the caretaker

from his back and then seven
others came out of the room
in their support.
"All nine inmates tied the
caretaker, a home guard
jawan and another officer
(posted there) with ropes, said
Varun Nagesh, district pro-
gramme officer of the women
and child development depart-
ment. They then snatched the
keys of the main gate's lock
from them and escaped from
the shelter home, he said.
Of the nine inmates, five are
from neighbouring Sukma dis-
trict and two each from
Dantewada and Bijapur dis-
tricts. Two of the five inmates
from Sukma were accused of
being involved in Naxal-related
incidents, while one of the
inmates from Dantewada was
booked in a murder case. The
remaining boys who escaped
were accused in theft and
other criminal cases, he said.

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed an FIR
against Karnal-based
United Exporters and its
four partners/guarantors
for allegedly defrauding the
Union Bank of India to the
tune of Rs 90.22 crore, offi-
cials said Thursday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) carried
out searches at six locations
after registering a case
against the Basmati rice ex-
port firm and its
p a r t n e r s / g u a r a n t o r s
Harish Narang, Sudhanshu
Narang, Samarth Narang
and Sangeeta Narang, the
officials said.

The agency has booked
the company and its pro-

moters/guarantors under
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
sections of criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of
trust, cheating, forgery for
the purpose of cheating,
using as genuine a forged
documents, and criminal
misconduct, they said.

The company had started
business with export of
Basmati rice and further di-
versified into local market
as well, the bank had al-
leged. "The firm serves
overseas customers in the
Middle East, including
Saudi Arabia and Iran, the
USA and Europe, and also
supplies in the domestic
market in Maharashtra,
MP, UP, Delhi, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab,

West Bengal and South
India," the complaint from
the bank, now part of the
FIR, alleged.

The Union Bank of India
alleged that the company
was given credit limit of
over Rs 91 crore but started
defaulting on repayments
despite reminders and the
account was declared a non-
performing asset on June
30, 2018, the officials said.

The forensic audit of
company's account red
flagged several alleged ir-
regularities like withdraw-
al of capital by the promot-
ers, mismatch in balance
sheets, transfer of funds to
other current account and
round tripping of funds,
among others.

Raipur, Jul 07: 

During a cabinet meet-
ing presided by the Chief
Minister, the Chhattisgarh
State Electric Vehicles
Policy 2022 was sanctioned.
This policy will provide re-
lief to the citizens of the
state from the ever-increas-
ing prices of petrol and
diesel, and also ensure a
worthy contribution to-
wards keeping the environ-
ment clean.

The Chhattisgarh State
Electric Vehicles Policy
2022 entails the promotion
of the use of both commer-
cial and non-commercial
electric vehicles. Under
this policy, the purchase
and discount facilities on
two-wheeler, three-wheeler,

four-wheeler, goods-carrier,
passenger vehicles, and all
other categories of electric
vehicles will be covered.
According to this policy, a
network of charging sta-
tions will be established to
enable easy charging of the
electric vehicles. EV own-
ers will be provided charg-
ing stations at specified dis-
tances in state and national
highways.

Under the Chhattisgarh
State Electric Vehicles
Policy 2022, public and pri-
vate operators will be invit-
ed to set up charging and

battery swapping stations
at state and national high-
ways in all cities of the
state for Public Charging
Infrastructure. Land will
be provided at minimum
rents for setting up these
charging stations. The list
of places for setting up
charging stations will be
prepared by the State EV
Development Corporation.
Petrol pumps located in
highways will be encour-
aged to set up fast charging
stations.

Charging infrastructure
will be established under
Municipal Corporation fly-
overs for two-wheeler vehi-
cles along with provision
for free or priority parking.
Charging points will also
be installed in the parking
areas of Government of-
fices. The electricity bills
for the charging stations
will be decided by the
Electricity Regulatory
Commission. Vehicle own-
ers will be encouraged to
convert their old vehicles

into electric vehicles by in-
stalling an electric kit in
them.

The necessary infra-
structure required to
charge electric vehicles has
also been included in this
policy, under which private
and public charging sta-
tions will be set up. The
owners of residential and
non-residential buildings
will be encouraged to es-
tablish charging stations.
People willing to set up
charging points will be eli-
gible for grants to purchase
private charging points.
The expenses involved in
establishing the charging
points will be compensated
through the electricity bill.
The provisions related to
the charging stations and
parking facilities in
Housing Board, residential
committees, shopping
malls, and commercial
buildings built after the im-
plementation of the policy
will be included under the
residential policy.

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Railways has termi-
nated the services of
NHSRCL Managing
Director Satish Agnihotri
who was in charge of the
government's prestigious
bullet train project, senior
officials said on Thursday.

Rajendra Prasad,
Director, Projects, National
High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) has been hand-
ed over the charge for three
months, the officials said.

Senior Railway officials
said there were several alle-

gations against Agnihotri,
including misuse of official
position and diverting
funds in an unauthorised
manner to a private compa-
ny. They said the decision
to terminate the services of
Agnihotri came following a
June 2 Lokpal court order
directing the CBI to probe
charges of a "quid pro quo"
deal allegedly struck by the
former NHSRCL MD with a
private company during
his nine-year tenure as
CMD of Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited (RVNL). The
Lokpal court has directed
the CBI to "ascertain

whether any offence under
the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, is
made out" against
Agnihotri and to submit
the probe report to the
Lokpal office within six
months or before
December 12, 2022.

"The competent authori-
ty has approved the termi-
nation of office of Satish
Agnihotri. He has been di-
rected to be relieved with
immediate effect," read the
July 7 letter of the Railway
Board, addressed to the
company secretary of the
NHSRCL.

Lucknow, Jul 07 (PTI): 

A court here awarded two-
year imprisonment to
Bollywood actor and Congress
leader Raj Babbar in a case
involving the assault of a
polling officer. Babbar was
convicted for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to deter a public ser-
vant from performing his duty
and three other offences. The
court also imposed a fine of Rs
8,500 on him. The polling offi-
cer had lodged an FIR against
Babbar during an election in
May 1996. The complaint was
lodged at the Wazirganj police
station here. At that time,
Babbar was contesting from
the Samajwadi Party.
Babbar was present in the
courtroom when the verdict
was announced.

Cabinet approves EV Policy
̈ Aims to develop state

as manufacturing
hub

̈ To encourage use of
electric vehicles

MODI AT VARANASI RALLY

‘Development is empowerment of poor’

PM Narendra Modi speaks during
inauguration and foundation 
laying of various projects, at
Sampurnanand stadium in

Varanasi, Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
British gave the country an
education system to create a
servant class for meeting
their own needs and a lot of it
still remained unchanged.
Addressing a summit here on
the implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP), Modi said the system
should not just produce
degree-holders but provide
human resources needed to
take the country forward. He
said the purpose of the edu-
cation system created in the
country was only to provide
jobs. The British provided this
education system to prepare
a servant class for them-
selves to meet their needs.

British education 
system meant to 

create ‘servant class’ 

Nine boys escape from
observation home

RAHUL GANDHI VIDEO

Unable to arrest TV anchor,
C’garh cops to return

̈ Seek legal options 

against UP counterparts

Three ‘poachers’,
deer electrocuted

A preliminary investigation

indicated that the three

persons might have laid the

wire, carrying 1,100 KV

power, to poach animals.

They got electrocuted

apparently while retrieving

the carcass of a deer that

died after coming in con-

tact with the live wire. The

deceased persons were

identified as Birbal

Dhanwar (37), Anil Kujur

(26) and Bodhan Tirkey

(40), all Raigarh residents

who worked in some facto-

ries in the district.

About the incident

NATURAL CALAMITY

A building slab collapsed after a landslide due to heavy rainfall, at Mashobra in
Shimla district, Thursday.

MISUSE OF OFFICIAL POSITION

‘NHSRCL MD , in-charge of
bullet train project, sacked’

Raj Babbar gets
two-year jail

̈ For assaulting
polling officer

RS 90 CR BANK FRAUD CASE

CBI books Karnal-based
rice export firm

Irregularity of coal stocks in Rehar mines 
̈ Under SECL

Vishrampur area “ There is nothing like it and
complaint is wrong. The
stocks are available as per
the records.”

FFiioorroozz  AAnnssaarrii
MMiinneess  MMaannaaggeerr  RReehhaarr  

“ I’ve taken charge but can-
not confirm about stock
now. Let me first see to con-
firm about the stock.”

AAnniirruuddhh  SSiinngghh  
AArreeaa  MMaannaaggeerr  RReehhaarr  

What officials say…..

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre visited the soil test-
ing laboratory at
Ruabandha on Thursday.
Samples of vermicompost
from all the five districts of
the division have been
brought here for examina-
tion. The conclusions ob-
tained from the analysis
will be particularly useful
for the benefit of farming.
Joint Director
(Agriculture) Rajesh
Rathore said that the sam-
ples of vermicompost are
being regularly analyzed in

the laboratory. He said that
under the ambitious
scheme of the government,
the analysis of vermi com-
post is being done in the
soil testing laboratory of
Ruabandha from the year
2020. The Divisional Soil

Testing Laboratory is re-
sponsible for quality con-
trol of Vermi Compost
which is manufactured in
Gauthans. 1021 samples
were examined in the year
2020-21, 1082 in the year
2021-22 and 141 samples

have been examined in the
current year 2022-23 till
date. In this manner, a total
of 2244 vermi compost sam-
ples have been analyzed in
the last three years. After
discussing various aspects
of the analysis process, the

Divisional Commissioner
appreciated the work and
directed to make the analy-
sis report available in time.
Balanced use of fertilizers
and vermicompost have an
important role in maintain-
ing soil fertility. He directed
to ensure that its benefits
reach maximum farmers.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
the use of vermi compost
helps a lot in maintaining
the organic balance of the
soil. Improvement of soil
is a big step towards or-
ganic farming. It is a mat-
ter of happiness that the
farmers of Durg division
are rapidly adopting or-
ganic manure. By using
vermicompost, they are
also getting better yields.
Assistant Soil Testing
Officer Pushpa Rajendran
was also present.

Pandey asks officials to prepare 
roadmap for water conservation

Bhilai, Jul 07: Water con-
servation plan must be pre-
pared in the district and
works shall be done accord-
ing to the roadmap, said
Pravash Prashun Pandey,
Joint Secretary,
Department of Justice,
while addressing the offi-
cials here at Durg on
Thursday. He asked them to
check the water harvesting
systems of the old build-
ings and conduct de-silting
of the pits if required.

Efforts must be made to
ensure that proper water
recharge is being done. In
connection with Jal Shakti
Abhiyan, Joint Secretary
Pravash Prashun Pandey
gave significant guidance
to the officials. He praised

the water recharging work
being done in Durg district
through schemes like
Narva. He said that the
urban areas are increasing
rapidly in Durg district. In
such a situation, the popu-
lation will increase consid-
erably. Hence there is a
need to prepare a plan for
water conservation accord-
ing to the future needs.

He emphasised on the
need to promote water har-
vesting. There should be a
strong system in cities to
ensure water harvesting
from every house and con-
serve the underground
water. Water harvesting
was prominent among the
points emphasized by
Pandey. He said that water
harvesting should be done
prominently in urban
areas. Along with this, he
also spoke about the reno-
vation of ponds and wells.

Along with this, he also dis-
cussed geo tagging. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Devangan informed that
geo-tagging is being done in
the district. Geo tagging has
been done for Amrit
Sarovar as well. He gave
specific information about
the Narva scheme in the
district.

He said that water level
has increased rapidly
through Narva schemes
and more than 5000 struc-

tures have been built in
Durg district in the second
phase of Narva. The CEO
said that due to the Narva
scheme, farmers have start-
ed taking other crops as
well. The water level has in-
creased rapidly in the vil-
lages where works of Narva
structure have been com-
pleted. Along with this,
many old structures have
also been renovated. The
District Administration
has done concrete works in

the field of irrigation.
Suresh Pandey, Executive
Engineer, Water Resources
Department gave detailed
information about the
works done in the field of
irrigation.

He informed that areas
like Dhamdha, which faced
water scarcity during sum-
mers, have recorded an ef-
fective increase in the area
of irrigation through
Narva works and irrigation
schemes. The area of irri-
gation has been increased
through lift irrigation
schemes in Patan area.

The Joint Secretary said
that the work of water con-
servation is the most im-
portant. Along with making
plans in this direction, it is
also necessary to check
wastage of water. There is a
need to keep an eye on the
supply network of water in
urban areas.

Painting exhibition
inaugurated at

Nehru Art Gallery
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A painting
exhibition organised by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
school children was inau-
gurated by Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance) at Nehru Art
Gallery, Civic centre on
Thursday evening.

The exhibition showcas-
es winning entries by BSP
school students. School
children had participated
in a painting competition
earlier during the day on
the theme of 'Environment
and Sustainability' as part
of the Iconic week celebra-
tions under the banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
Jacob Kurian, GM (LA &
PR), Sanjay Kumar, GM
(TSD), Prashant Tiwari,
GM (PR), Shikha Dubey,
GM (Education) and other
senior officials from
Education, Township and

PR department were pres-
ent on the occasion.
'Children have taken a lot of
interest in painting and ex-
plaining the theme of the
painting', Chief Guest Dr
AK Panda wrote in the visi-
tors' book. Entry for the ex-
hibition is free of cost.
People can visit the exhibi-
tion from July 07 to 09, 2022
during 6 pm to 8.30 pm.

Mobile tableau tours
Rajhara during Iconic week
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A mobile
tableau went around
schools at Rajhara Mines
on Thursday. Pamphlets to
say no to 'Single use plas-
tic' were distributed in
BSP School, Rajhara, DAV
School, Rajhara and
Nehru Govt School,
Rajhara. As many as 300
school students from
Rajhara Mines participat-
ed in the Iconic week cele-
brations of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant under the ban-
ner of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

The mobile tableau
toured these schools and
awareness campaigns on
saying no to 'Single use
plastic' and switching to
steel were organised at
Rajhara Mines on
Thursday. Children took a
pledge not to use 'Single
use plastic' and teachers

explained the need to al-
ternative materials mov-
ing towards an environ-
ment friendly and sustain-
able future. SAIL- Bhilai
Steel Plant is celebrating
the Iconic week of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav dur-
ing the period of July 04 to
10, 2022.

In this context, the
Safety Engineering
Department will be organ-
ising an awareness pro-
gramme on Health &

Safety for contract workers
of BSP at HRD Assembly
hall on July 08, 2022. Dr
Ram from OHS will be the
Faculty for the pro-
gramme. Road Safety
awareness programme
will be conducted at Blast
Furnace, EMD and
Foundry shop on July 08,
2022. 'Roko-toko' abhiyaan
and special Road Safety
awareness propagating the
message of Safety will be
organised on July 08, 2022.

Police conducts surprise checks in posh areas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Durg
Police conducted surprise
checking in the posh
areas, apartments and
colonies early morning on
Thursday. About 150
jawans and 18 officers
were involved in this oper-
ation which began at 05:00
hrs on the day. They
checked the houses in
Kuber Residency, Surya
Residency and Chauhan

Town.
Police teams verified the

identity of the tenants,
checked whether the lifts
were regularly serviced,
presence of anti-social ele-
ments, unclaimed vehicles
in parking, CCTV, etc.
They took complaints and
feedback from the people.

With the aim to curb
criminal incidents in
Durg-Bhilai city, this spe-
cial drive was launched
under the direction of

Superintendent of Police,
Durg Dr Abhishek
Pallava. Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv led this drive. On
Thursday, more than one
and a half dozen officers
and 150 jawans visited
every house to conduct
tenant verification. They
visited door to door to
record information about
the people living in the
houses.

This campaign began in
Kuber and Surya
Residency as well as
Chauhan Town from 5:00
hrs in the morning. The
cops discovered some
shortcomings and errors
during the drive. The con-
cerned people were asked
to rectify the errors. The
residents were made
aware about the installa-
tion of CCTV cameras and
other rules. Dial 112 and
other contact numbers

were communicated to
them so that they could
call the police in emer-
gency situations.

Surprise checking was
done by the Durg Police in
more than 450 houses,
apartments, and colonies
in the posh areas of the
city. The cops checked the
presence of anti-social ele-
ments as well as suspects.
People were urged to get
police verification done
before giving the houses

on rent.
The entire operation

was led by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddiqui,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh, SHOs of Supela PS
and Khursipar PS and
Smriti Nagar Chwoki and
more than 150 jawans con-
ducted the drive.
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p Joint Secretary of Water
Resources Department
chairs a meeting

Small unit becomes a big
poultry farm in just one year

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: A journey
of thousand miles begins
with a single step. This
common saying has been
proved by the women of
Amar Self Help Group of
Village Thanaud. With a
lot of hesitation, they
started a small unit with
400 chicks after receiving
aid from the government.

On getting success,
they established a hatch-
ery and generated more
income. Now the small
unit has become a big
poultry farm with 12000
chicks. The cost of one
chick is Rs 5. The group
sells the chicks when
they grow bigger and
make a profit of around
30 to 40 rupees.

The chicks are ready
for sale in markets within
90 days. The group is ex-
pecting an income of Rs 4
lakh in three months. In
this manner, they are like-
ly to earn a profit of about
Rs 16 lakhs in a year.

Giving information in

this regard, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
intends to increase liveli-
hood activities in the gau-
thans. In this regard, on
the instructions of
Collector Pushpendra
Meena, work is being
done to promote liveli-
hood-oriented activities
in all Gauthans.

Efforts are being made
to upgrade and improve
the existing projects
which are working satis-
factorily. The assistance
provided to the Thanaud
unit gave a great re-
sponse. The enterprise of
this SHG was encouraged
and asked to work further.
The results have been
very good and the profit of
this eight-member group
has increased rapidly.

Group President
Purnima Dhangar said
that they are very happy.
At first, they started work
hesitantly. But, there was
a lot of cooperation from
the officials of the district

administration. They pro-
vided continuous techni-
cal guidance and today
the SHG is able to work in
such a big shed.

Assistant Veterinary
Field Officer Mohit
Kamle said that women
are doing very good work
with technical guidance.
They are regularly in-
formed about the precau-
tions which are neces-
sary for poultry farming.
The group has succeeded
to keep the chicks safe.

Dr DV Rathia, Deputy
Director, Veterinary
Services informed that
poultry farming is being
done in 54 Gauthans of
the district. The Poultry
Units of Gauthans are
being rapidly upgraded.

Hatchery units have
also been started in
Gauthans. With sus-
tained efforts in
Thanaud, the women of
self-help group have put
themselves at par with
the big farm units. This is
just a beginning, he
added.

Appreciable works of Amar Self Help Group at Thanaud

Over 2244 samples of vermicompost 
analysed in three years

p Kavre inspects divi-
sional Soil Testing
Laboratory in
Ruabandha

BMC Commissioner conducts surprise inspection

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 07: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar is continu-
ously conducting inspec-
tions for getting appraised
about the administrative
functioning. He is also
conducting surprise in-
spections of the Zone
Offices.

On Thursday, the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner conducted
a surprise inspection of
the Nehru Nagar Zone of-
fice. He met all the office
staff and questioned them

about their work. He re-
viewed the departmental
works and took informa-
tion about the important
works from the Zone
Commissioner. The
Commissioner inquired
about the action plan to
deal with the situation of
waterlogging in the rains
and instructed the offi-
cials to remain prepared
to overcome any situation.

He said that the works
which can be done during
the rains should be com-
pleted soon. He asked
them to set a priority and
keep special focus on such
tasks which are absolutely
necessary. Small problems
related to citizens should
be resolved quickly.

He asked the Zone
Commissioner to conduct

daily morning visits with
his team to resolve the
basic problems and en-
sure proper city sanita-
tion. He asked to focus on
innovative work and
maintain photographs as
records. He gave instruc-
tions to the Zone
Commissioner to ensure

proper maintenance of
community toilets.

He said that the ongoing
works should be complet-
ed at the earliest and pend-
ing projects should be
launched soon. Further,
he reviewed the Patta and
Ration Card issues and in-
structed them to pay spe-

cial attention to property
tax collection.

He said that a list of de-
faulters should be pre-
pared and action should
be taken on the defaulters
as per rules. He directed to
impose a fine on the build-
ing material dumped on
the roads.

A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, In-
charge EE Vinita Verma,
Assistant Engineer Alok
Pasine, Deputy Engineer
Shweta Verma and
Prabha Toppo, Kamlesh
Dwivedi from Sanitation
Department and others
were present in the 
meeting.

p Instructs to prepare
a list of property 
tax defaulters
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WATERLOGGING

With just heavy showers for few minutes, the city’s main Jaistambh Chowk witnessed waterlogging due to lack of
proper drainage in that area.

Common man to suffer by bringing pre-packaged, pre-labeled items  under GST ambit

Raipur, Jul 07: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golcha, Executive
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal and CAIT State
President Jitendra Doshi,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh and
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
informed that on
Thursday July 7th, under
the joint aegis of

Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
and Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) CG
Chapter, business meet
was organised at Chamber
Office Ch. Devilal Udyog
Bhawan. Bombay Market,
Raipur. Chief Guest of the
function was CAIT
National President B.C.
Bhartia. The function was
president by Praveen
Khandelwal, National
General Secretary, CAIT.
Special guest present on
the occasion was Sumeet
Agarwal, National

Secretary.
National President of

CAIT, B.C. Bhartia,
National General
Secretary, Praveen
Khandelwal, National
Secretary Sumit Agarwal,
Chamber State President
Amar Parwani, CAIT
State President, Jitendra
Doshi said that the GST
Council, in its meeting on
June 28-29, said that bring-
ing any type of marked
food grains, butter, curd,
lassi and other items  in
the tax slab of 5 percent,
adversely affects the com-

mon men of the country.
Confederation Of All
India Traders (CAIT) and
other food organisations
said that this decision will
increase the business of
big brands against small
manufacturers and
traders and will make the
items used by the common
people costlier. Special
food items, cereals, etc.,
which were not branded
till now, were exempted
from GST. With this deci-
sion of the  GST Council,
pre-packaged, pre-labeled
items have now been
brought under the
purview of GST. A provi-
sion of 5 percent GST has
been made on unbranded
prepackaged food grains
like Atta, Poha etc.

They  said that in this
concern trade organisa-
tions of all the state will
give memorandum to the
Finance Ministers of

their respective states
and urge them to with-
draw this decision. It is a
matter of great concern
that all the states unani-
mously passed it in the
meeting of the GST
Council and none of the
state finance ministers
have thought that how
small traders will be able
to comply with this deci-
sion and how will the fi-
nancial burden of this de-
cision fall on the common
people. No trade associa-
tions in the country have
been consulted on this
issue, they alleged. Only
15 percent of the popula-
tion in the country use
big-brand goods while 85
percent of the population
lives on products without
a brand or mark. Bringing
these items in the tax slab
of GST is an unjust step
which should be taken
back by the council and the

decision should not be no-
tified as an immediate re-
lief.

They said that there is
definitely an increase in
GST tax collection. But in-
stead of bringing the goods
of the common people in
the tax slab, the tax net
should be widened, for
which those who have not
come under the tax net so
far, should be brought
under the tax net, which
will increase the revenue
of the central and state
governments. After this
decision, agricultural
products with pre-pack-
aged labels like paneer,
buttermilk, packaged
curd, wheat flour, other ce-
reals, honey, papad, food
grains, meat and fish (ex-
cept frozen), puffed rice
and jaggery etc. will also
become costlier. These
items are used by the com-
mon man of the country.

Raipur, Jul 07: Youth
Congress workers
under the leadership of
Md Siddik on Thursday
burnt the effigy of NDA
government at the
Centre to register
protest against the hike
of Rs 50 on LPF cylin-
der.

Providing the above

information in
a statement is-
sued here, the
Youth Congress
leader Siddik
said that hiero-
cracy on part of
the BJP has
been exposed
with no state-
ment in sup-
port of the pub-
lic. He termed
the hike to be

an act of cheat to the
people. Prominent
among those present
during the demonstra-
tion include District
Congress Vice
President Dinesh
Thakur, Manoj Goel,
Abhitabh Ghosh,
Mukund Panchal and
others.

Advance Leadership Camp of NCC begins in Raipur

Raipur, Jul 07: Advance
Leadership Camp of NCC
started on 06 July at NCC
Training Academy,
Lakholi, Arang. As many
as 250 college NCC cadets
from Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya

Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in this 12-day
camp. Those who will be
given intensive training
in various military sub-
jects along with the regu-
lar routine of the army

and guiding lectures will
be organized for their per-
sonality development.

The responsibility of
organizing this camp has
been given to the
Commanding Officer, 38
Chhattisgarh Battalion,
NCC Rajnandgaon.
Chhattisgarh NCC chief
Brigadier Ashish Kumar
Das along with Camp
Commandant Col Rohit
Kaushik and Deputy
Commandant Col Vivek
inspected the camp.

While delivering the
opening address on the
second day of the camp,
the Camp Commandant
exhorted the cadets to
make the most of the
camp. Giving detailed in-
formation for the SSB ex-
aminations to become an
army officer, he told

about the qualities which
have to be developed to be
successful in different
stages of this examina-
tion. Under specific guid-
ance, Colonel Sikarwar of
NCC Group Head Quarter
Raipur gave a remarkable
lecture on the subject of
self-vigilance and self-
awareness to the cadets
and resolved their doubts.

Subedar Major
Mukhtiar Singh along
with military officers and
NCC officers Lt. LP
Chand (Orissa), Lt.
Gautam (Andhra
Pradesh), Lt. Pradeep
(Orissa) and First Officer
J.K. Singh Kawardha
(Chhattisgarh) training
works are conducting the
training programme to
make this camp success-
ful.

Six SPs shifted in reshuffle with Thakur
given job of Rajnandgaon

Raipur, Jul 07: In a sig-
nificant reshuffle among
Indian Police Services
(IPS) Officers, the
Chhattisgarh government
on Thursday shifted the
R a j n a n d g a o n
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Santosh Singh to
Korba whereas Koriya
District SP Prafful
Thakur has been entrust-
ed with the responsibility
of Rajnandgaon SP.

Six SPs have been given
fresh postings in the
reshuffle. IPS officer of
2009 batch D Ravishanker
has been shifted from
Surajpur Battalion to
Jashpur as SP, Janjgir-
Champa Battalion Indira

Kalyan Elesela has been
shifted to Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi as SP whereas
Jashpur SP Rajesh Kumar
Agrawal has been shifted
to Janjgir-Champa Armed
Forces Battalion and
Mahasamund SP Vivek
Shukla too has been shift-
ed to Bijapur Battalion as
Commandant. Korba SP
Bhojraj Patel has been
shifted to Mahasamund as
SP, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi SP Trilok
Bansal has been shifted as
Koriya SP and Prafful
Thakur has been shifted
from Koriya District to
major district of
Rajnandgaon as SP in the
reshuffle.

Chain snatcher nabbed with 2 ‘tolas’ gold chain
Raipur, Jul 07: A chain-
snatcher of inter-state
gang snatching chain
roaming in two-wheeler
was nabbed by the Raipur
Police and another ac-
cused is still absconding.
The accused nabbed is
from Reewa of MP and is
already having three
cases against him in dif-
ferent thanas. The police
has seized the gold chains
and bike of the accused.

As per information in
this regard, the above ac-
cused used to be involved
in chain snatching near
Devendra Nagar of
Pandri Thana and in
Tikrapara area. The name
of accused is Sarvesh
Dwivedi and he used to

generally target people in
isolated places. The ac-
cused used to target peo-
ple all alone.

The Police has seized
gold chains of 4 ‘tolas’
worth Rs 2 lakh from his
possession along with the

bike used. The other ac-
cused Anil Giri is still ab-
sconding and the police is
searching for him. It was
on regular working by the
Anti-crime and Cyber
unit that the above ac-
cused was nabbed.

Youth loses both legs getting
pulled along by speeding a truck

Raipur, Jul 07: A youth
on a bike was hit by a
speeding truck near Oswal
Petrol Pump in
Telibandha area and the
youth got badly injured.
The youth also got stuck in
the truck and was pulled
along for a short-distance
and due to which both his
legs got detached from the
body and it created a very
horrific situation for those

present. On hearing about
this incident, Telibandha
police immediately
reached the site of the ac-
cident and took the youth
to the hospital for treat-
ment.

The incident took place
at around 3:30 in the after-
noon on Thursday, when
the youth coming from
VIP road area was hit by a
speeding truck coming
from Telibandha area near
Oswal Petrol Pump. Due to
this collision the youth got
stuck along with his bike

and got pulled along, be-
fore the truck could stop.
In this the youth Saktivel
N leg got detached from
the body and gave a very
horrific scene at the site of
the accident.

Telibandha Police was
immediately informed by
passer-by and on reaching
here the youth was sent to
a hospital and is undergo-
ing treatment. The truck
driver is absconding after
the accident and the Police
has started search for him,
seizing the truck.

‘Gauthans, RIPs included under scope of EBHS’
Raipur, 7 July 2022: The
Cabinet under chairman-
ship of CM Bhupesh
Baghel took many impor-
tant decisions here on
Thursday and according to
which the State govern-
ment has taken a decision
to boost the income of
farmers and to enhance
the yield of pulses crops in
the state. As per this deci-
sion, the state government
will procure ‘tuar, urad
and moong’ crops in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23 on support price.
Guidelines will be issued
for this soon.

Further in the Cabinet
expanding the scope of
Electricity Bill Half
Scheme (EBHS), State
Government has decided
to include Gauthans and
Rural Industrial Parks
(RIPs) being set up under
Narva, Garuva, Ghurua,
Bari scheme. Under this
scheme of state govern-
ment to reduce the electric-
ity bill of domestic con-
sumers for consumption
upto 400 units, State
Government has decided
to provide concession of
50% on the electricity bills
of the connections provid-
ed by CSPDCL to
Gauthans and Rural
Industrial Parks, set up

under Narva Garva
Ghurua Bari scheme.

Further the Cabinet has
decided to further rational-
ize the process of domicle
certificate issuance in
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple from outside the state
do not take unnecessary
advantage of it. Cabinet
has decided to amend the
previous provisions.

As per the proposed
amendment, prescribed
qualifications for admis-
sion in any institution or
for service under the gov-
ernment, would now in-
clude the pass certificates
of Std 1st, 4th and 5th ex-
aminations instead of just
std 8th from any educa-
tional institutions of
Chhattisgarh. In other
cases as well, it has been
decided to add pass certfi-

cate of 1st, 4th, 5th exami-
nation in the educational
qualification.

To determine special
incentive package for in-
vestment in Steel inds

In order to encourage
the establishment of mega
and ultra mega projects in
Chhattisgarh, Cabinet has
decided to determine a spe-
cial incentive package for
investment in steel (sponge
iron and steel) industries
under the state’s industrial
policy 2019-24.

Providing exemption in
the stamp duty and regis-
tration fee for transferring
the common area of the
colony to the union/socie-
ty of allottees by the pro-
moter of residential
colonies approved by the
Housing and Environment
Department or Chairman

Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority,
Cabinet has decided to im-
pose the stamp duty at Rs
10 thousand and registra-
tion of Rs. 5000. The above
exemption will be given on
the registration of the gen-
eral area of the colony cer-
tified by the Director, City
and Rural Investment or
the officer authorized by
him.

Major relaxation on
Stamp Duty, Registry
Fee etc.

Providing a major relax-
ation on Stamp Duty,
Registry Fee and Urban
Body Fee, based on the
amount payable on the al-
lotment of government
land to people living in
urban areas, settlement of
encroached land and con-
verting non-concessional

and concessional perma-
nent leases into land
owner rights. Cabinet has
decided to extend the ex-
emption period from 31
March 2022 to 31 March
2023. Moreover, the stamp
duty payable on the deeds
of allotment, settlement
and transfer of land owner
rights in urban areas has
been fixed at 5 percent and
a exemption of maximum
of Rs. 2000 will be provided
on the cess.

Likewise, the registra-
tion fee payable on the
deeds to be transferred in
the allotment, settlement
and land owner rights was
fixed at a maximum of Rs 2
thousand by providing a
rebate of 4% in the regis-
tration fee.

Cabinet has decided to
completely waive off the

one percent additional
(urban body) duty on the
stamp duty payable on al-
lotment, settlement and
change in land owner
rights.

3% of the budget provi-
sion under Godhan Nyay
Yojana has been sanc-
tioned to administrative
head for maintainance and
development of gauthans
and for providing training,
incentive and awards to
gauthan management
committees through select-
ed NGIs and NGOs, as per
the provisions of Centre
Sponsored Extension
Reforms

Cabinet has decided to
provide self-help groups
and primary co-operative
societies affiliated to
Gauthans with incentive
amount  on sale of com-
post and bonus amount on
annual compost sale .

In regards to the provi-
sion of incentives for rice
mills in Kharif marketing
year 2021-22, Cabinet has
decided that 50 percent
amount of incentive will
be paid with custom
milling fee and the remain-
ing 50 percent amount will
be paid after they deposit
the total quantity (as per
the target) into the central
pool. The draft of

Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Provision (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) (PESA)
Rules-2022 was approved.

Special compassionate
appointment to Dr Alka
Panda

Taking a humane and
sensitive initiative, Cabinet
has decided to provide spe-
cial compassionate ap-
pointment to Dr Alka
Panda, wife of Senior Pilot
(Heli) Late Captain Gopal
Krishna Panda, on the post
of lecturer under the
Department of School
Education.

Providing relaxation in
the Contract Rules 2012,
Cabinet has decided to ex-
tend the contract period of
Col. Rajneesh Sharma,
Deputy Inspector General
of Police (STF) Baghera
District Durg, by one year.

The twentieth annual re-
port of Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission
(period from 01 April 2020
to 31 March 2021 was ap-
proved. Cabinet has decid-
ed to upgrade the payscale
of the officers of State
Administrative Service
(2013 batch).

To regulate the use of
molasses (molasses) in
Chhattisgarh, the draft of
Chhattisgarh Molasses
(molasses) Control and

Regulation Rules 2022 was
approved. The draft of
Chhattisgarh Cess
(Amendment) Bill 2022 was
approved to collect cess
amount for Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission and
Rajiv Mitan Club scheme.

Considering the list of
candidates selected for a
total of 5 posts of Sports
Officer, Administrator,
Assistant Director and
Youth Welfare Officer
under the Department of
Sports and Youth Welfare
through the Public Service
Commission as a special
case, Cabinet has decided
to extend the validity peri-
od of the selection list.

The draft of the
Chhattisgarh Private
University (Establishment
and Operation)
(Amendment) Bill 2022 was
approved.

Cabinet has decided to
provide scale equivalent of
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests on
non-functional basis to the
officers posted on the post
of Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests from 1988 to 1991
batch, who have completed
30 years of qualifying serv-
ice of Indian Forest
Service of Chhattisgarh
cadre.

Which hit him near
Oswal Petrol pump

Traders demands to
withdraw this deci-
sion by giving a
memorandum to
the Finance
Ministers of each
state

YCmen hold demo against
LPG cylinder price hike
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PLASTIC WASTE

Despite ban on use of single-use plastic, there is heap of garbage full of plastic carry bags and polythene raising
questions on its implementation by authorities.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0077::  The new District
Collector of the district, Saurabh
Kumar, discussed in detail about
the progress of development
works including the priority
schemes of the state govern-
ment in the review meeting here.
He said that the schemes of the
government should be imple-
mented better and instructions
were given to give top priority to
the works of public interest. 

District level officers includ-
ing Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Jayshree Jain,
ADM Ram Aghari Kuruvanshi
Forest Divisional Officer Kumar
Nishant were present in the

meeting. The Collector reviewed
in detail the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Chief Minister’s
Tree Plantation Promotion
Scheme, Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Chief Minister Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Urban Slum Health
Scheme, Nutrition Campaign
etc. and asked to buy cow dung
in all active Gauthans under
Godhan Nyay Yojana. 

He also directed to benefit
maximum number of people
from Mukhyamantri Shahari
Slum Health Scheme and
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar Clinic
Yojna. It was informed in the
meeting that 100 percent is

being organized as per the tar-
get of Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic Scheme. 

37 Haat Bazars were organ-
ized in the district in the month
of July and 2 thousand 48
patients were treated. The col-
lector thoroughly reviewed the
applications received under Jan
Choupal, Jandarshan, Public
Service Guarantee. In the meet-
ing, the Collector took informa-
tion regarding the formation of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club and site
marking for Krishna Kunj in
urban bodies. 

The Collector also reviewed
pending cases of revenue cases,
undisputed conversion, disputed
conversion, demarcation and
distribution, diversion, mapping,
digital signature, account divi-
sion etc. He directed to expedite
the disposal of pending revenue
cases.

Bilaspur, Jul 07: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal attended the
All India Education
Conference - National
Education Policy-2020
implementation discus-
sion organized from 07
to 09 July, 2022 in
Varanasi. Honorable
Prime Minister of the
country, Narendra
Modi, was the Chief
Guest of the inaugural
program of this three-
day program organized
at the Rudraksh
Convention Center in
Varanasi.

The programme start-
ed with Saraswati
Vandana after which
the Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan presented the
welcome address. After
that, the Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi
Adityanath presented
his views on the
National Education
Policy 2020. Honorable
Governor of Uttar

Pradesh  Anandiben
Patel, Union Minister of
State for Education,
Education Minister of
Uttar Pradesh,
Technical Education
Minister, and Chairman
of Drafting Committee
of National Education
Policy-2020, Dr. K.
Kasturirangan were
also present.

The Chief Guest of
the inaugural program,
Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi said
that we are celebrating
the year of Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence. Learning
takes us to immortality.
Education leads to re-
search and learning
leads to consciousness.
Youth will become self-
reliant through
National Education
Policy 2020. It is our re-
sponsibility to encour-
age the dreams of the
youth.

Indian higher educa-
tion institutions are
making their place in
the international rank-
ings. We have to moti-
vate the youth for re-

search and innovation.
National Education
Policy 2020 takes educa-
tion out of the narrow
circle and connects it
with modern ideas. Our
higher educational in-
stitutions have to pres-
ent their research re-
sults with evidence so
that the credibility of
our research in the
world increases.

The inauguration cer-
emony of this event was
telecasted at various
places of the University
including the confer-
ence hall of the
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Building, Library, and
New IT Building.
Educationists from
across the country along
with heads of central
and state higher educa-
tional institutions
across the country par-
ticipated in the pro-
gram. In this three-day
program, the heads of
various higher educa-
tional institutions will
brainstorm deeply re-
garding the implemen-
tation of the National
Education Policy 2020.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0077::  Bilaspur Police
has arrested three involved in
online fraud from Delhi. Actually
the fraudsters have cheated a for-
est employee of Rs 25 lakh in the
name of providing insurance worth
Rs 80 lakh. Getting influenced with
the offer, the employee trans-
ferred 25 lakh into their account
online. The police after registering
a case, nabbed all three from Delhi
and has so far not recovered the
amount cheated from them.

The case is that of VK Dhruv
(52) of Magarpara of Civil Lines
area of Bilaspur who is posted in
the forest department. On Nov 2,
2021 he received a phone call on
his mobile from unidentified num-
ber claiming himself to be an offi-
cer from Insurance Company and
informed him that from the insur-
ance done by him, he got premium
and maturity amount of Rs 80 lakh.
The amount of her insurance claim
in the name of wife is Rs 1.50 lakh.
On hearing about this the employ-
ee got carried away and asked
how to claim that amount.

The forest employee informed
that the fake insurance employee
got Rs 30000 deposited through
RTGS in his account and then in
the name of service tax, income

tax and other amount, he got a
total of Rs 25 lakh deposited in his
account in different bank
accounts. But even after deposit-
ing such a huge amount he was
asked to deposit more and it was
here that he realized that he has
been cheated and so he filed a
case of online fraud.

TI Parivesh Tiwari informed
that last on Jun 2 the police start-
ed the investigations into the case
and with help of Cyber cell came
to know that this gang of online
fraudsters work from Delhi and
cheat  people of providing huge
bonus and insurance claims. The
police raided their place in Delhi
and nabbed the three accused viz.
Shahbaz Alam S/o Moh. Isha (30) ,
Prince Kumar Singh S/o Surendra
(22) and Arpit Kumar Shrivastava
S/o Arun (25). The police also
seized the CPU, scanner, 15
cheque books, five passbooks,
mobile and other from the fraud-
sters and all their accounts in dif-
ferent banks have been put on
hold. The police is still holding
talks with the accused and check-
ing their accounts to know about
amount of fraud to this employees
and others.

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuull  0077::  A woman
returning from Australia has
been found to be Corona positive
and this has created panic
among those who are residing
with her and mid-way in the trav-
el. On the other  hand the sample
of the woman has been sent to
AIIMS Raipur to check about the
variant. A woman from Dhamtari
residing in Australia returned on
Wednesday and reached her res-
idence in Dhamtari. Testing was
done in a private lab in Raipur
and on finding her positive, the
other sample was taken for fur-
ther testing. 

Nodal officer Vijay Phulmali
informed that the report of
woman from Australia was found
to be positive and her sample has
been taken and sent to AIIMS
Raipur for  WGS Genome
Sequencing, so that the Omicron

variant can be identified.
Presently the woman is stable
and under home isolation. The
sample of all other in her family
has been taken and they all have
been given necessary instruc-
tions.

Encroachment removed
in Ward No 18

Korba, July 06: Under
the guidance of
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, in ward no 18 of
Dabripara Basti, the staff
of the corporation re-
moved the encroachment
being done by some peo-
ple and gave strict in-
structions to them not
t o t r y t o e n c r o a c h
again, otherwise strict
action will be taken.

The encroachment
was being done by plant-
ing bamboo bats and as
soon as the information
was received the en-
croachment squad of
the corporation reached
the spot and encroach-

ments were removed
under the supervision of
encroachment in-charge
Yo g e s h R a t h o r e .
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey gave
strict instructions to the
field officers and employ-
ees of the corporation
and said that they should
keep a watchful eye on
encroachments in their
workplaces and wherev-
er new encroachments,
illegal occupations are
seen, immediately in-
form the Encroachment
Squad, as well as make
sure that no new en-
croachments take place
anywhere.

Teachers in schools encouraging children
regarding culture of Bastar

Bastar, Jul 07: The work
of teachers in Masha
Salemata is getting appre-
ciation from the villagers.
In today’s modern race, on
the one hand, people are
promoting scientific ac-
tivities and children are
also not far from this sys-
tem, but a group of
teachers here are pro-
pogating  Bastar culture,
via activities, in which
special attention is being

paid to give information
about the culture includ-
ing Bastar Dussehra ,
local festivals and an ex-
hibition has been set up
in the houses and fields.

The members of the
children’s cabinet in the
school have also set up a
kitchen garden which is
looked after by the chil-
dren. Arriving to ob-
serve the said school, the
midday meal nodal offi-

cer Shailendra Tiwari
informed the school fam-
ily and the school com-
mittee about the 100 per-
cent attendance of the
children.

On this occasion
Pradhan Pathak M
Pramod Kumar, Durgesh
Mishra , Rakesh Sharma
, Mosuram Sardul,
Vimla Pandey, Manjula
Das, Ratnavati Maurya
were present.

DPS-R aluminus Harshit shines in UPSC

Raipur, Jul 07: Working
assiduously through his
schooling career, Delhi
Public School, Raipur’s
alumni, Harshit Mehar
went on performing re-
lentlessly with elan and
conviction till he cleared
UPSC in 2021. He secured
AIR 376 which is com-
mendable as lakhs of stu-
dents attempt this exam
but only 1% is able to pock-
et it.

An exultant Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee, ap-
parently proud of
Harshit’s accomplish-
ment, congratulated him
on his dexterous ascent
and invited him to school
to interact with the pres-
ent batch of class XII stu-
dents as an exemplary
peer trying to set bench-
marks that only need to be
set higher and higher each

year.
The sober and solemn

Harshit studied in DPS
from 2006 to 2013. His aspi-
rations took him to the sci-
ence stream in school but
after completing mechani-
cal engineering from BIT,
Durg, his transition into
pursuing UPSC trans-
formed him from a con-
fused, hesitant child to a
confident aspirant of ad-
ministrative services. He
shared that he was enam-
ored to take this exam as
he had seen his father
moving from one town to
another as Forest Officer.
He felt that as a bureau-
crat, he can also be a part
of improvement for the
society at large. So he di-
verted himself to a
branch of studies i.e. so-
cial science that he had
considered insignificant.

But he asked the students
not to make this mistake.
They shoud learn every
subject with respect and
participate in co curricu-
lar activity while in
school with an eye to-
wards self-improvement.

Many students wished
to know what inspired
him to take up UPSC or
how did he groom himself
towards administrative
services when he was pur-
suing engineering.
Acknowledging every stu-
dent’s query, he answered
calmly and practically. He
owned that it took 3 at-
tempts and 5 long years to
clear this tough exam in
which he lost a lot of
weight but gained in phys-
ical fitness, self reliance
and the rewards he
reaped are a wonderful
end to his means.
Thanking him for his
guidance and spontaneity,
students applauded him
and promised him that
like him they will also
make the school proud
one day. The Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and the senior
members of the manage-
ment committee, Vijay
Shah and Pukhraj Jain
also congratulated him
saying, “Your infallible
acuity and hubris has
made all the difference.
Keep it up!”

Sort out applications received
at ‘Jan Darshan’: Collector 

Raipur, Jul 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today reviewed de-
partmental action plan at
a meeting of officers of
various departments in
his chamber here. The
Collector inquired the
Food Department officials
about the prevailing ra-
tion cards under various
schemes. He also told to
look into the ration cards
which have to be issued on

random basis.
After gathering infor-

mation about the number
of government fair price
shops in rural and urban
areas, he gave instructions
for storing food grains in
the stipulated time. He re-
viewed the remaining rice
to be deposited in Civil
Supplies Corporation and
FCI under custom milling
and instructed to deposit it
at the earliest.

He took information
from the Chief Executive
Officer of the cooperative
bank about 126 societies

and 138 procurement cen-
ters operating in the dis-
trict. The need for opening
new branches of public
sector banks was also dis-
cussed.

The Collector received
information about the sta-
tus of online registration
and election from the
District Registrar Co-oper-
ative Societies. He told the
officials that the target
given by the government
in relation to the loan
should be fulfilled. He in-
quired about the services
provided through

Common Service Centers
and Public Service
Centers and Bharat Net
project and directed to up-
date the pending cases and
review them daily.

He also directed to in-
spect at least two Public
Service Centers and two
Common Service Centers
every week.

Similarly, he inquired
about the ongoing works
under Public Works
Department, Bridge,
National Highway,
Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana. He directed
the officers to ensure that
quality work is done with-
in the time limit. He in-
quired about the rest
house under construction
in Sector 24 of Naya
Raipur, bungalows being
built in Sector 18, sports
complex and badminton
and squash courts at
Nimora and construction
of new assembly in Naya
Raipur.

Promised to a forest
employee on get-
ting insurance
claim and premium
of Rs 80 lakh

And also from ‘CM
Jan Choupal’

Reviews function-
ing of various
departments

Discussion on the
need to open new
branches of cooper-
ative bank

Instructions given
to deposit rice in
CSC and FCI soon

Raipur, Jul 07: On the
75th year of
Independence, a national
call has been given to cel-

ebrate the nectar festival
of independence. The
prestigious week is being
celebrated from 4th July
to 10th July 2022 to cele-
brate the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence as a public
festival with the spirit of
public participation.

Under the concept of
this series, a walkathon
has been organized by
“Jindal Steel & Power
(JSPL)” on the July 10 at
7:00 am from Marine
Drive, Telibandha. The
registration will start at
6:30 am. Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board will

be the chief guest in
this program.

On this occasion, the
company has requested
all the eager participants
to make the competitive
opportunity meaningful
by giving their best re-
gards to making the
above objective worth-
while.

JSPL organizing Walkathon on Sunday

On occasion of
‘Aazadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’

Give top priority to works of public interest: DC
Prof Chakrawal attends the
All India Education conclave

Three nabbed in online
fraud of Rs 25 lakh

Woman on her return from Australia found corona positive

On finding of a new corona positive on Wednesday and two
other getting cured, the total number of active cases in the dis-
trict is now 8. This includes 3 from Gujara block, 2 from Kurud and
1 from Nagri and two from Dhamtari.  So far 4.91 lakh patients
have been checked so far in the district and out of which 31,451
were found positive and 30,852 have got recovered. The figure of
death has not increased after 591 in last two years.



BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr,,  JJuull  0077:: Atmanand
English Medium School is being
opened in Baikunthpur
Ramanuja Higher Secondary
School campus using U dice of
pre-secondary school of village
Peepardand under Patna area
and all preparations have been
completed for this and now for
admission in the school adver-
tisement has also been released.
One of the ambitious plans of
the Chhattisgarh government is
to establish Atmanand English
Schools in rural areas, the school
is already operating in
Baikunthpur city and now a pre -
secondary school in Patna area
has been closed for a new one in

Baikunthpur city.  Atmanand
Vidyalaya is being started
which is now being protested
by the people of Patna area and
the people of Patna area say
that if the school of Patna area
is being closed if the institution
is being opened using the U
dice of the school here, it
should be opened in Patna area
only so that the rural students
of this area can get the benefit
of it. As per information, one of
the first three teachers in the
school has been the education-
al coordinator for many years
and recently one of the teach-
ers has died , and parents too
are not willing to send their

wards here. In general,
Peepardand village will no
longer have a pre-secondary
level school, the disadvantage of
which will be borne by the chil-

dren of the village, while provid-
ing teachers could have prevent-
ed the closure of the school,
which the department did not
do.
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Bilaspur/Raipur, Jul 07:

With an aim to
strengthen the Security
System at Railway Station
premises, Indian
Railways is going to im-
plement Video
Surveillance System
(VSS) project (CCTV
Cameras Network) under
Nirbhaya Fund at 756
Railway Stations over the
country including three
stations under SECR ju-
risdiction. Executing the
job through agency has
also been finalized.

First phase of the proj-
ect will cover major sta-
tions of category A1, A,
B,C numbering 756 and is
likely to be completed by
January 2023. The re-
maining stations will be
covered in phase-2 of im-
plementation. Safety and
security of passengers is

one of the key focus areas
of Ministry of Railways.
In order to enhance secu-
rity at Railway stations
which are major hubs of
transportation, Indian
Railways is in the process
of installing Internet
Protocol (IP) based Video
Surveillance System
(VSS) at stations, that is,
waiting halls, reservation
counters, parking areas,
main entrance/ exit, plat-
forms, foot over bridges,
booking offices etc.
Ministry of Railways has
approved works for provi-
sion of Video
Surveillance System over
Indian Railways major
stations under Nirbhaya
funds.

Mrs Aruna Singh
Chairman & Managing
Director, RailTel assured
that with the finalization
of the executing agencies,

the implementation of the
project will be fast-
tracked. The most mod-
ern software & hardware
will be used in this proj-
ect.

This VSS system will be
IP based and will have a
network of CCTV cam-
eras.

These CCTVs are being
networked on optical fiber
cable and the video feed of
the CCTV cameras will be
displayed not only at local
RPF posts but also at a
centralized CCTV control
room at divisional and
zonal level. The CCTV
cameras of stations and
video feeds will be moni-
tored at these 3 levels to
ensure enhanced safety
and security at Railway
premises.

The system comes with
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
enabled Video Analytics

Software and Facial
Recognition Software
which will help to detect
known criminals trigger-
ing an alert when they
enter station premises.
Network Management
System (NMS) has been
also been provided for
monitoring of Cameras,
Server, UPS and Switches
which can be viewed from
any web browser by au-
thorized personnel.

4 types of IP cameras
(Dome type, bullet types,
Pan Tilt Zoom type and
Ultra HD- 4k) are being in-
stalled to ensure maxi-
mum coverage of the
Railway premises.

This will give an extra
edge to the RPF officials
for ensuring enhanced se-
curity. The recording of
the video feeds form
CCTV cameras will be
stored for 30 days.

Bhatapara, Bhilai Power House 
and Tilda stations finalized for VSS 

Agencies to execute for the work of VSS at 756 major stations finalized 

Jagdalpur, Jul 07:

Collector Chandan
Kumar instructed to show
promptness in resolving
revenue cases. In the time-
limit meeting held in the
‘Prerna Room’ of the
District Office on
Tuesday, the Collector
said that the applications
received from the Public
Service Center including
that of mutation, divi-
sion, demarcation, diver-
sion, map, ‘Khasara’,
cases related to ‘Nakal’,
will be resolved by the
government under the
Public Service Guarantee

Act and instructions were
given to complete the
same within stipulated
time. Asking all the rev-
enue officers to show
readiness towards their
basic duties in the depart-
ment. He directed to pro-
vide benefits to all the eli-
gible beneficiaries under
the Rajiv Gandhi
Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana. He
also directed to provide
benefits under the scheme
to eight primitive tribes
viz. ‘Pahariyas’, ‘Baja-
Moharias’, ‘Baiga Gunias’
as per the policy of the
Government. He directed

all the sub-divisional mag-
istrates to monitor it.

Collector instructed to
work by setting block-
wise targets for providing
caste certificates to school
students. For this, he di-
rected all the Block
Education Officers
(BEOs)to collect the appli-
cations from the schools
and send them to the
tehsils. He also reviewed
textbooks and uniform
distribution work in
schools. Along with en-
suring the appointment of
teachers in all education-
al institutions, he also di-
rected to collect the infor-

mation of all school drop
out children and ensure
their recruitment in
schools.

The Collector directed
to run a campaign on
Friday to expedite the vac-
cination of Covid, in
which vaccination of the
people who were left out
of vaccination drive
should be ensured on pri-
ority basis and he direct-
ed to take up booster dose
to the frontline workers
and other eligible people.

While reviewing the
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center and
Mukhyamantri Haat

Bazar Clinic scheme, he
directed to ensure the ad-
mission of mal-nourished
children in all the beds
available in the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Centers.
Instructions were also
given to provide nutri-
tious food regularly to
children, adolescent girls
and pregnant woman in
Anganwadi centers. He
also directed to ensure the
appointment of workers
and assistants in all
Anganwadi centers as per
the recruitment rules and
to provide necessary facil-
ities in Anganwadi build-
ings.

Show readiness in resolving revenue cases: Collector
Issues instructions in Time-Limit meeting

Bilaspur, Jul 07: 

The work of electrifi-
cation of the third rail-
way line in Amlai-
Budhar section under
South East Central
Railway Bilaspur
Division for infrastruc-
ture development will be
done by the Railway
Administration from
July 7 to 20, 2022 (14
days). As soon as this
work is completed, the
timeliness and speed of
the trains will increase.
As a result of this work,
operation of some pas-
senger trains will be af-
fected. The details of
which are as follows: -

Cancelled trains
Train No. 18257

B i l a s p u r - C h i r i m i r i
Express departing from
Bilaspur from July 7 to
20, 2022 will remain can-

celled.
Train No. 18258

Chirimiri - Bilaspur
Express departing from
Chirimiri from 8 to 21
July, 2022 will be can-
celled.

Train No. 20971
U d a i p u r - S h a l i m a r
Express departing from
Udaipur on July 9 and
16, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 20971
S h a l i m a r - U d a i p u r
Express departing from
Shalimar on 10th and
17th July, 2022 will be
cancelled.

Train No. 22909
Valsad-Puri Express de-
parting from Valsad on
July 07 and 14, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 22910 Puri-
Valsad Express depart-
ing from Puri on July 10
and 17, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

Train No. 20471
Bikaner-Puri Express
departing from Bikaner

on 10th and 17th July,
2022 will remain can-
celled.

Train No. 20472 Puri-
Bikaner Express de-
parting from Puri on
July 13 and 20, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 12823 Durg-
Nizamuddin Express de-
parting from Durg on 07,
09, 11, 14, 16 and 18 July,
2022 will remain can-
celled.

Train No. 12824
N i z a m u d d i n - D u r g
Express departing from
Nizamuddin on 08, 10, 12,
15, 17 and 19 July, 2022
will remain cancelled.

Train No. 18203 Durg-
Kanpur Express depart-
ing from Durg on July
10, 12, 17 and 19, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 18204
Kanpur-Durg A Express
departing from Kanpur
on July 11, 13, 18 and 20,
2022 will remain can-
celled.

Train No. 18201 Durg-

Nautanwa Express de-
parting from Durg on 08,
13, 15 and 20 July, 2022
will remain cancelled.

Train No. 18202
Nautanwa-Durg Express
departing from
Nautanwa on July 10, 15,
17 and 22, 2022 will be
cancelled .

Train No. 12549 Durg-
Jammutvi Express de-
parting from Durg on
July 12 and 19, 2022 will
remain cancelled.

Train No. 12550
Jammutvi-Durg Express
departing from
Jammutvi on July 14
and 21, 2022 will remain
cancelled.

T r a i n N o . 1 5 2 3 1
B a r a u n i G o n d i a
Express departing from
Barauni from 07 to 20
July , 2022 will be can-
celled .

Train No. 15232
Gondia-Barauni Express
departing from Gondia
from 08 to 21 July, 2022
will remain cancelled.

Electrification of third railway line 
 In Amalai-Budhar

section of SECR 

Mungeli, July 07: 

The region’s roads are
being invaded by stray cat-
tle, and the people of the
region are on alert of any
susceptible accidents to
brave due to the cattle
menace.

As many as a dozen
cows and bulls are lodged
on busy roads, and com-
muters have a tough time,
isolating them for road
space. Also reports of

bulls engaged in fights
bringing traffic at halt is a
common sight. These ani-
mals are not only causing
traffic snarls but are also
engaged in eating out of
street vendor’s carts and
markets.

Though many cattle
groups are taken by their
owners, but by night these
animals choose to come to
the roads again, causing
severe traffic impairment.
Recent reports of acci-

dents due to cattle stock
have made many villagers
taking initiative of hoard-
ing their cattle at home.
Village Baghmuda,
Sheetaldah, Chatarkhar
have taken this initiative.
Roads to the cities busy
places like Golbazar Main
Road, Daupara Chowk,
Pulpara, Old Bus Stand,
Pandariya road are always
jammed owing to the cattle
collection during both day
and night hours.

Many often, these ani-
mals also go for a domi-
nance fight causing long
traffic snarls.

Stray cattle 
menace increasing 

What official says….
“The owners of the

cattle stock have been
warned from not allow-
ing their cattle going
astray, and stray ani-
mals will be caught
soon.”

JP Singh, CMO
Mungeli

Dhamdha, Jul 07:

The Principal and
teacher, employees and
students of the
Government ITI,
Dhamdha planted
saplings in the

premises here on
Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion Principal
ITI RK Verma said that
as per scheme by the
state government from
July 6 that of ‘One home,
one tree campaign’, plan-
tation work has to be
done in all the institu-
tions and it is by plant-
ing one sapling by each,

this campaign has to be
made successful.

The chief guest of this
campaign on Wednesday
was Dr Niranjan Sarang,
Principal Fisheries
Polytechnic Dhamdha
said that plants are im-
portant for life of hu-
mans an it is the Oxygen

released by these plants
which allows our heart
to pump and provide life
to all. Set aside this with
good amount of planta-
tion there is lot of green-
ery and it makes life
more happier to live.

On this occasion all
the teachers, employees

and students of ITI
Dhamdha planted
saplings and made this
campaign of ‘one home,
one tree campaign’ suc-
cessful.

In this plantation pro-
gramme, Neetu
Deshlahare, Tripthi
Sahu, Himshika Sahu,
Devati, Uma Ratre, Kasti
Prerna, Vaibhav
Chourasiya, circle ex-
pansion officers, Vikram
Rajput, Vijendra,
Tomeshwar, Ajay,
Duleshwar, Omkar Sahu,
Tameshwar, Dr
Rohitkash and all the
teachers and employees
of the School KD
Manikpuri, Ashutosh
Dubey, Indra Kumar
Sahu, Rishi, Motilal
Markande were present.

Students, staff of ITI plants saplings
 Under ‘One home,

one tree campaign’
in ITI Dhamdha

Pandaria, Jul 07: 

It rained in the town
and other areas on
Monday morning and
evening, which relieved
the people in the town
and area from the heat.
On Monday morning ,
there was heavy rain in
the area from 6 am to 8
pm, fast until late evening
and it was a relief for peo-

ple disturbed by the sul-
try heat due to lack of
rain for the last week.
Apart from these, farm-
ers were also worried
over scanty rainfall, but
the downpour brought re-
live to the farmers, as
there is a great need of
water for transplanting
paddy. After the rains also
the rivers and nallas over-
flowed, and the level of
water has risen remark-
ably.

Rain brings 
respite to farmers 

 And relief from heat

Collector forms
Supervision team

Jagdalpur, Jul 07: 

In view of the increase
in number of dengue
cases, Collector Chandan
Kumar has constituted a
team for supervision and
appropriate action on
dengue cases. In which
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Dinesh Nag, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. RK
Chaturvedi and District
Malaria Officer Dr. SS
Tekam has been appoint-
ed as the nodal officer. As
his assistant, Dr.
Virendra Thakur, Dr.
Bastia, Basant Panda and
other health department
officials and Municipal
Corporation’s Hemant
Shrivas, Ajay Banik,
Sushil Karma have been
kept in the team.

People opposing closure of Pre-secondary school

Rajim, Jul 07:

The management and
teachers of Krishna
Public School (KPS)
Rajim created aware-
ness about environment
among the students
about the ‘Van
Mahotsav’. On this occa-

sion the students plant-
ed saplings and took a
pledge to take its care
with watering and
cleaning. On this occa-
sion more than 50
species of saplings were
planted and people of
the society present too
were motivated to plant

saplings.
In the beginning of

the plantation the Chief
Guest Gram Panchayat
Pokhara Sarpanch and
President of Forest
M a n a g e m e n t
Committee Satish Yadav
hailed this particular
initiative of the stu-
dents and apprised
them about the impor-
tance of plants.

In-charge of the
School Aparna Tripathi
warned the students
about the increasing
pollution and its future
consequences. In this
programme, Principal
Sushma Gaikwad hailed
this particular work of
students and motivated
them to continue it in
the near future.

More than 50 saplings planted
By School children in KPS

PROTEST OVER LPG PRICE HIKE

Members of Assam Mohila Congress during a protest over the recent hike in LPG price, in Guwahati, Thursday, July 7.

STUDENTS TRAIN FOR AGNIPATH

Youngsters attend a training session as they prepare for the Agnipath examination, at Morhabadi ground in Ranchi,
Thursday, July 7.
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Fire breaks out
Mumbai: A fire broke
out in a supermarket
in Powai area of
Mumbai on Thursday
morning, a civic offi-
cial said. There was
no report of any casu-
alty, he said. The blaze
was reported in the
Haiko Supermarket
on the main street of
Hiranandani locality
in Powai at around
6.15 am, he said. At
least nine fire engines
along with water jet-
ties and other equip-
ment were rushed to
the spot. Efforts were
on to douse the blaze,
the official said. “No
injury reported to
anyone,” the 
official said.

62-yr-old priest
beaten to death

New Delhi: A 62-year-
old priest was alleged-
ly beaten to death by a
man in northeast
Delhi’s Sonia Vihar
area, police said on
Thursday. Following
the incident, the ac-
cused was assaulted
by some locals and is
currently in a hospi-
tal, they said. Police
received information
around 5.40 am on
Wednesday regarding
a priest, identified as
Soni Ram, being beat-
en near Pusta in Sonia
Vihar, an 
official said.

Four Pak 
fishermen nabbed

New Delhi/Bhuj: A
BSF patrol caught
four Pakistani fisher-
men and seized their
ten boats from the
‘Harami Nalla’ creek
area of Kutch along
the India-Pakistan
maritime boundary
in Gujarat on
Thursday, a force
spokesperson said.
Nothing suspicious
has been recovered
from the fishing
boats, he said. The
spokesperson said a
special ambush party
of the Border
Security Force (BSF)
observed movement
between border pillar
number 1165 and 1166
while the fishermen
were sneaking “into
Indian territory”
through one of the
water channels of
‘Harami Nalla’ in
Kutch district.

Man shot dead 
Muzaffarnagar (UP):
A 42-year-old man was
shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants outside
a medical store in
Morna village of the
district, police said on
Thursday. The inci-
dent took place on
Wednesday night in
Bhopa area. ASP,
Rural, Atul
Srivastava said three
bike-borne assailants
opened fire at Praveen
Kumar, killing him on
the spot. The body 
has been sent for 
postmortem.

3 tribals killed 
Sheopur: Three trib-
als were killed and as
many others injured
after being struck by
lightning in a forest
area in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sheopur
district, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
The incident took
place on Wednesday
afternoon when the
victims went for a pic-
nic near a river in the
Ajnoi forest area.
They were busy catch-
ing fish when light-
ning struck them sud-
denly, Additional
Superintendent of
Police Satendra Singh
Tomar said. The de-
ceased have been
identified as
Rambharat Adivasi
(28), Dilip Adivasi (27)
and Mukesh Adivasi
(20), he said.

Srinagar, Jul 07 (PTI):

The administration in
Jammu and Kashmir has
established a decisive
domination over terror-
ism under the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Thursday.

“Today, under the lead-
ership of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha,
Jammu and Kashmir is on
the path of peace and de-
velopment. Sinha has es-
tablished a decisive domi-
nation over terrorism
there under the leadership
of PM Modi,” Shah said
addressing a function here
through video conferenc-
ing.

The home minister was
speaking after unveiling of
the ‘Statue of Peace’ of
philosopher and social re-
former Ramanujacharya
in Sonawar.

Shah said the adminis-
tration headed by Sinha
has also delivered develop-
ment to the people of

Kashmir without any dis-
crimination.

“For a long time, the na-
tion had a hope that
Jammu and Kashmir will
be irreversibly integrated
with the nation by re-
moval of Article 370 and
Article 35A, and that hope
was fulfilled by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
On 5 August 2019, a new
era was established in
Kashmir,” he said.

He said he was feeling
peace that the Surya (Sun)
temple in Srinagar had
been restored and renovat-
ed.

“...The unveiling of the
statue of peace in
Srinagar is a good sign for
the people of India, espe-
cially the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,”

Shah said.
“I believe that the Statue

of Peace will bring the
blessings and teachings of
Ramanujacharya to the
people of all religions in
Kashmir and take them on
the path of peace and de-
velopment,” he added.

Throwing light on the
life and teachings of the
philospher, Shah said he
had worked mostly in
South India but had visit-
ed Kashmir to procure an
important manuscript
called ‘Bodayana Vritti’, a
treatise on the Brahma
Sutras, as the only copy of
this manuscript was in the
royal library of the Valley.

“The King in Kashmir
not only opened the doors
of his library but also wel-
comed Swamy
Ramanujacharya,” he
added.

The four-feet-tall statue
shows Ramanujacharya
sitting with his hands fold-
ed. The 600-kg statue
carved from white granite
has been placed three feet
above the ground.

J-K administration has established decisive
domination over terrorism: Amit Shah

Thiruvananthapuram, Jul 07:

“Everything I tweet is
my personal opinion”,
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor said on Thursday,
a day after his Twitter post
on Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra’s
Goddess Kali remark on
Goddess Kali was termed
as “personal opinion” by
his party.

Without making any ref-
erence, Tharoor tweeted,
“Two points: 1. Everything
I tweet is my personal
opinion. I don’t have any
other kind. 2. ‘Those who
stand for nothing, fall for
anything.’ - Alexander
Hamilton.” Moitra on
Tuesday had stirred a con-
troversy with her remarks
that she has every right as
“an individual to imagine

Goddess Kali as a meat-
eating and alcohol-accept-
ing goddess”, as every per-
son has the right to wor-
ship god and goddess in
his or her own way.

While the BJP severely
criticised Moitra and her
party Trinamool Congress
distanced itself from the
comment and condemned
it, Tharoor said he was

“taken aback by the attack
on Moitra” and urged
everyone to “lighten up
and leave religion to indi-
viduals to practice private-
ly”.

In a series of tweets on
Wednesday, Tharoor said,
“I am no stranger to mali-
cious manufactured con-
troversy, but am still taken
aback by the attack on
@MahuaMoitra for saying
what every Hindu knows,
that our forms of worship
vary widely across the
country. What devotees
offer as bhog (offering)
says more about them
than about the goddess”.

“We have reached a
stage where no one can say
anything publicly about
any aspect of religion
without someone claiming
to be offended.

My tweets are my personal
opinion: Tharoor on Mahua

Thane, Jul 07 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has said it is a matter of
pride that Droupadi
Murmu, a tribal commu-
nity member, has been
nominated for the post of
the country’s President.

Shinde was talking to re-
porters here on
Wednesday after holding a
couple of meetings at the
Thane district collec-
torate.

Some mediapersons
asked him about his view
on Shiv Sena Lok Sabha
member Rahul Shewale
urging former CM Uddhav
Thackeray to ask party
MPs to support NDA’s
nominee Murmu, consid-
ering her tribal roots and
contribution to the social
sector. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has given

an opportunity to Murmu
to become the country’s
President. It is a matter of
pride and honour. I am
also proud that a tribal
community member has
been nominated for the
post,” he said.

The presidential elec-
tion will be held on July
18.

Asked about a photo-
graph of him with NCP
chief Sharad Pawar going

viral on social media plat-
forms, Shinde said he had
not met the veteran politi-
cian recently and the pic-
ture was not a recent one.

Shinde said after becom-
ing the CM, he had not met
Pawar.

The CM further said
Pawar is a big leader in the
state and the country, and
wondered what is wrong
in meeting him.

“I have met him on earli-
er occasions. As the chief
minister, I can meet him
anytime,” he added.

Shinde had also said ru-
mours were spread that he
had met Pawar on
Tuesday.

“My photo with NCP
chief Sharad Pawar is
being made viral. There
was no such meeting.
Please don’t believe in ru-
mours,” Shinde tweeted
on Wednesday.

Murmu as President will be a matter
of pride for country: Maha CM Shinde

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

Aam Aadmi Party
leader Atishi on
Wednesday said it is very
important for girls to be
educated, asserting that if
women come forward in
leadership roles, only then
will the country move on
the path of progress.

Speaking during an
event at Bhagini Nivedita
College, Atishi, who is an
MLA from Kalkaji, ad-
vised the students to
choose their careers wise-
ly. She was the chief guest
at the annual prize distri-
bution ceremony at the in-
stitute.

She asked students to
become role models for
other girls who are look-
ing up to the world for in-
spiration, an official state-
ment said. It is important
that youngsters should

participate and contribute
to the nation-building
process, Atishi said.

She said the decisions in
a girl’s life are often taken
by other members of her
family where she has not
much to say.

Girls should learn to
make their own life deci-
sions so that in difficult
times, instead of blaming
others for their circum-
stances, they can face
them boldly with
courage,” she added.
“Today, Indian women are

heading the top most com-
panies in the world and
they are a source of inspi-
ration for many women in
the society. If they can
head the top companies in
the world, other girls can
do that too, the AAP leader
said.

She said students
should not choose a career
just because they want to
earn money, rather they
should decide their career
path based on their inter-
ests.

Whatever career you
choose, always keep in
mind your interest in it,
she added.

Delhi University’s Dean
of Colleges Prof Balaram
Pani, High Court advocate
Randhir Lal Sharma, col-
lege’s principal (officiat-
ing) Prof Raj Bhardwaj
were present on this occa-
sion.

Very important for girls to be educated: Atishi

New delhi, Jul 07:

MEA on PM Narendra
Modi wishing the Dalai
Lama: “PM Modi did
speak with Dalai Lama
last year also, it has been a
consistent policy of our
govt to treat him as a guest
in India. He has large fol-
lowers in the country. His
birthday is celebrated in
India and across the
world.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday conveyed
wishes to Dalai Lama on
his 87th birthday and
prayed for the long life and
good health of the spiritu-
al leader. “Conveyed 87th
birthday greetings to His
Holiness the Dalai Lama
over phone earlier today.
We pray for his long life
and good health,” Modi
said in a tweet. China on

Thursday criticised the
PM for greeting the
Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama on his 87th
birthday, saying India
should stop using Tibet-re-
lated issues to interfere in
China’s internal affairs.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing that
“the Indian side should
fully recognise the anti-
China separatist nature of
the 14th Dalai Lama.”

India’s consistent policy
to wish Dalai Lama: MEA

Ranchi, Jul 07 (PTI):

About 95 per cent of
Jharkhand’s arable land,
meant for paddy and other
kharif (summer) crops, is
lying fallow due to a 43 per
cent monsoon rain short-
fall, according to govern-
ment data.

Farmers are worried as
the overall coverage of
kharif crops is only 5.32
per cent against the total
target of 28.27 lakh
hectares of land till
Wednesday. The coverage
of paddy, the main crop of
the season, is mere 3.15 per
cent against the target of
18 lakh hectares. The cov-
erage was recorded only
from six districts where di-
rect sowing is going on.
Seedling transplantation
did not take place in any of

the districts till July 6, ac-
cording to the sowing cov-
erage data of the state
agriculture department.

Similarly, the coverage
for pulses remained at 3.16
per cent and coarse cereals
at 4.31 per cent. The same
is slightly better for maize
at 20.54 per cent and
oilseeds at 13.97 per cent.

However, the monsoon
is expected to revive soon
in the state and there is no
need to worry, government
officials said.

A farmer from Ranchi’s
Chanho block Virendra
Yadav told PTI that agri-
culturists of his Taranga
village have raised paddy
seedlings in the nursery
but could not transplant
them due to inadequate
availability of water in the
field.

Scanty monsoon rain hits
Kharif sowing in Jharkhand

Muzaffarpur, Jul 07 (PTI):

A young academician in
Bihar is hogging limelight
for having sought to re-
turn a sum of over Rs 20
lakh that he had earned to-
wards salary and other
emoluments in the last
two years and nine
months.

Lalan Kumar, 33, who
teaches Hindi literature at
a college under the Baba
Saheb Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Bihar
University here, insisted
that he took the drastic
step because of the
“abysmal attendance” of
students at his college.

The varsity’s pro-Vice
Chancellor R K Thakur,
however, said that he has
refused to accept the

cheque of Rs 23.82 lakh un-
derscoring that there is no
provision under which he
could allow the seemingly
idealistic move. I cannot
put authorities on a gun-
point to accept the money.
I wanted to make the point
that if I am not able to do
teaching work, I have no
right to draw salary. I
think I have expressed my
sentiment effectively
enough , said Kumar, who
got appointed as an
Assistant Professor in 2019
after cracking an exam
conducted by the BPSC.

Kumar said he was dis-
appointed at the outset
since he was assigned one
of the less fancied colleges
in this north Bihar town
despite having been
among the top 20 rankers .

Disgruntled Bihar 
college teacher seeks to return 
Rs 23.82 lakh earned as salary

Kolkata, Jul 07 (PTI):

Voicing outrage over
the alleged comment of
BJP national vice-presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh against
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee at ‘India Today
East Conclave’, Trinamool
Congress general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee
Wednesday demanded his
arrest. During an interac-
tion at the programme of
the leading media group,
Ghosh had allegedly made
some derogatory com-
ments against Banerjee
referring to her “Banglar
Meye” (Daughter of
Bengal) campaign during
the last assembly polls in
Bengal and her later visit
to Goa where she had

claimed her affinity with
the coastal state.
Expressing shock over the
utterances of the former
state BJP president, the
Diamond Harbour
Trinamool Congress MP
tweeted, “Outrageous. PM
@narendramodi, it is
about time to get this loose
tongue arrested! Is this
how @BJP4India leaders
talk about the only sitting
woman Chief Minister of
the nation?”

Trinamool Congress
MP Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar in a video ex-
pressed shock that such
crass words can be used
by a political personality
against a woman, who
happens to be the only fe-
male chief minister in the
country.

Dilip Ghosh’s ‘comment’
against Mamata triggers row

TMC demands action against BJP leader
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London, Jul 07 (PTI):

In one of the biggest
turnaround of political
fortunes in British history,
Boris Johnson’s term as
Prime Minister came to a
crashing halt on Thursday
in the wake of unsustain-
able pressure from within
his Cabinet since the dra-
matic exit of Rishi Sunak
and Sajid Javid opened the
floodgates for further min-
isterial exits.

A strong cheerleader for
closer India-UK relations,
Johnson will no doubt be
remembered in New Delhi
for not only his close
friendship with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
but also for pushing along
free trade agreement
(FTA) negotiations to-
wards a Diwali 2022 dead-
line.

As we have seen at
Westminster, the herd in-
stinct is powerful and
when the herd moves, it
moves and my friends in
politics no one is remotely
indispensable and our
brilliant Darwinian sys-
tem will produce another
leader, equally committed
to taking this country for-
ward through tough
times,” said Johnson in

his resignation speech on
the steps of Downing
Street, blaming the machi-
nations of his party col-
leagues for his exit after a
new leader is elected.

Ironically, the 58-year-
old Conservative Party MP
for Uxbridge and South
Ruislip in London since
2015 himself took charge
at 10 Downing Street in
July 2019 after spearhead-
ing a similar coup against
then incumbent, former
Prime Minister Theresa
May.

The Brexiteer who
served as Foreign
Secretary in Theresa
May’s Cabinet had stepped
down in protest against
her Brexit deal with the
European Union (EU),
triggering a leadership
election within the Tory
party.

His thumping mandate
in that party vote was re-

inforced by the British
electorate in a snap gener-
al election in December
2019, which Johnson won
with a whopping majority
on the promise to Get
Brexit Done .

We are going to energise
the country. We are going
to get Brexit done,
Johnson declared, in his
characteristic bluster.

As the face of hard
Brexit in the Conservative
Party, Johnson pledged to
get Britain out of the EU
with or without a deal.
Despite defiance from
within his own party
ranks, he did confound ex-
pectations and clinched a
deal for Britain’s formal
exit at the end of January
2020. That deal, however,
remains mired in contro-
versy over the Northern
Ireland Protocol for gov-
erning UK territory
Northern Ireland as it
shares a border with EU
member-state Ireland.

I would now urge every-
one to find closure and let
the healing begin,
Johnson said in his victo-
ry speech in December
2019 as he vowed to work
round the clock to repay
the trust of the voters in
what he branded would be

a one-nation people’s gov-
ernment .

To highlight his plans
beyond Brexit, Johnson
said he would use his “ex-
traordinary” mandate to
bring the country together
and that he recognised the
state-funded National
Health Service (NHS) was
the “overwhelming priori-
ty” of the British people. It
seemed prescient as he
was soon hit with having
to deal with the COVID-19
global pandemic, which
landed him in the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) of a
London NHS hospital
after testing positive for
coronavirus in March
2020.

Amid widespread criti-
cism over a perceived
delay in bringing in a full
lockdown to control the
spread of infections,
Johnson seemed to have
turned a corner as the
country’s COVID vaccina-
tion drive was largely
hailed as a success story.
But for the former two-
time Mayor of London,
controversy and criticism
has never been too far be-
hind whether to do with
his personal life and al-
leged extramarital affairs
or his political missteps.

From Brexit messiah to pariah,
Boris Johnson quits as UK PM

Bali, Jul 07: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday
conveyed to his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi the
need for an early resolution
of all outstanding issues
along the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh,
and asserted that bilateral
ties should be based on mu-
tual respect, mutual sensi-
tivity and mutual interest.

At a one-hour meeting in
Bali on the sidelines of a
conclave of foreign minis-
ters of the G20 nations,
Jaishankar and Wang
looked forward to the next
round of military talks be-
tween the two sides at an
early date to resolve the
border issue.

Jaishankar also dis-
cussed with Wang the
vexed issue of the return of
Indian students to China
and the resumption of di-

rect flights between the two
countries.

On the discussions on
the border row, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said
Jaishankar reaffirmed the
importance of “fully abid-
ing” by bilateral agree-
ments and protocols, and

the understandings
reached between him and
Wang in their previous con-
versations.

“The External Affairs
Minister (EAM) called for
an early resolution of all
the outstanding issues
along the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh,” the MEA said in a

statement.
Recalling the disengage-

ment achieved in some fric-
tion areas, Jaishankar reit-
erated the need to sustain
the momentum to complete
disengagement from all the
remaining areas to restore
peace and tranquillity in
border areas. “He reaf-
firmed the importance of
fully abiding by bilateral
agreements and protocols,
and the understandings
reached between the two
ministers during their pre-
vious conversations,” the
MEA said.

“In this regard, both
ministers affirmed that the
military and diplomatic of-
ficials of the two sides
should continue maintain-
ing regular contact and
looked forward to the next
round of senior command-
ers’ meeting at an early
date,” it said.

India presses China to resolve LAC issues

United Nations, Jul 07 (AP):

As the U.N. Security
Council prepares to vote
Thursday on humanitari-
an aid deliveries to rebel-
held northwest Syria from
Turkey, Russia agreed to
continue such deliveries
but only for six months not
a year, as many U.N.
Security Council mem-
bers, Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and
more than 30 nongovern-
mental groups want.

Russia proposed amend-
ments to a draft resolution
by Ireland and Norway re-
ducing their year-long
time frame for deliveries.
Council diplomats said
consultations were contin-
uing late Wednesday to see
if a compromise could be
reached. The Security

Council scheduled a vote
for Thursday morning. If
no compromise appeared,
the draft resolution by
Ireland and Norway to ex-
tend cross-border deliver-
ies for 12 months would be
voted on first.

If it failed to get nine
votes, or was vetoed by
Russia, the Russian reso-
lution with a six-month ex-
tension would then be put
to a vote. In early July
2020, China and Russia ve-
toed a U.N. resolution that
would have maintained
two border crossing
points from Turkey to de-
liver humanitarian aid to
Idlib. Days later, the
council authorised the
delivery of aid through
just one of those cross-
ings, Bab al-Hawa.

That one-year mandate

was extended for a year on
July 9, 2021, and expires
this Sunday.

The Russian proposal
called for increased efforts
to ensure full, safe and un-
hindered deliveries of hu-
manitarian assistance
across conflict lines with-
in Syria, according to the
Russian draft obtained
Wednesday by The
Associated Press.

It also would authorise
the establishment of a spe-
cial working group com-
prising concerned council

members, major donors,
interested regional parties
and representatives of in-
ternational humanitarian
agencies in order to regu-
larly review and follow-up
on the implementation of
this resolution.

Neither of those propos-
als were in the Ireland-
Norway draft resolution.

Northwest Idlib is the
last rebel-held bastion in
Syria and al Qaida-linked
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is
the strongest insurgent
group in the region.

Russia proposes 6-month 
cross-border aid renewal for Syria

United Nations, Jul 07 (PTI):

The number of under-
nourished people in India
has declined in the last 15
years to 224.3 million in
2019-2021, according to a UN
report, which also said that
there are more obese adults
and anaemic women in the
world’s second most popu-
lous country. The State of
Food Security and
Nutrition in the World 2022
report, issued on
Wednesday by UN agencies
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO),

International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD), UNICEF, World
Food Programme (WFP)
and the World Health
Organisation (WHO), said
that the number of people
affected by hunger globally
rose to as many as 828 mil-
lion in 2021, an increase of
about 46 million since 2020
and 150 million since the
outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The report said that in
India, the number of under-
nourished people declined
to 224.3 million in 2019 21
from 247.8 million in 2004-06.

It said that the number of
children under 5 years of
age who are stunted de-

clined to 36.1 million in 2020
from 52.3 million in 2012, the
number of children under
five years of age who are
overweight declined to 2.2
million in 2020 from three
million in 2012.

However, the number of
obese adults in India, which
has a population of over 1.38
billion, grew to 34.3 million
in 2016 from 25.2 million in
2012 and the number of
women aged 15 to 49 years
affected by anaemia also
grew to 187.3 million in 2019
from 171.5 million in 2012.

The report added that the
number of children up to 5
months of age exclusively
breastfed touched 14 million
in 2020 from 11.2 million in

2012. In percentage terms,
the prevalence of under-
nourishment in the total
population in India stood
at 21.6 per cent in 2004-06
and declined to 16.3 per
cent in 2019-21, the preva-
lence of stunting in chil-
dren under 5 years of age
declined to 30.9 per cent
in 2020 from 41.7 per cent
in 2012 and the preva-
lence of overweight chil-
dren under five years of
age was 1.9 per cent in
2020 from 2.4 per cent in
2012.

The prevalence of obe-

sity in India’s adult popu-
lation increased to 3.9 per
cent in 2016 from 3.1 per
cent in 2012 and anaemic
women aged 15 to 49 years
declined marginally from
53.2 per cent in 2012 to 53
per cent in 2019.

The report also noted
that in India, people who
were unable to afford a
healthy diet touched 973.3
million in 2020 or nearly
70.5 per cent, up from 948.6
million in 2019 (69.4 per
cent). In 2017, about a bil-
lion people were unable to
afford a healthy diet in
India and this number has
declined to 966.6 million in
2018. The report noted that
subsidies to consumers
provided in Lower- Income
Countries and Middle-
Income Countries most
often take the form of in-
kind or cash transfers
under the social protec-
tion programmes. India
and Indonesia, for exam-
ple, provide substantial
subsidies to final con-
sumers under the
Targeted Public
Distribution System for
grains in India, and the
food assistance pro-
gramme (BPNT) based on
electronic vouchers for
rice, in Indonesia, it said.

Number of undernourished people in India
declines to 224.3 million: UN report

Obesity among
adults on the rise

T
he diminished opposition in the
second term of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in office has stepped up its
propaganda offensive against the regime
and in concert with certain civil society fora
in the country and anti-India lobbies
abroad, tried to build narratives to project
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a practi-
tioner of majoritarianism, authoritarianism
and an anti-minority policy. This 'alliance'
has now tried to build a new theme for run-
ning down Modi's government by finding
flaws with the latter's ability to 'build re-
silience against the threats to the strategic
autonomy' of India. There is no room for
the opposition to fault Prime Minister
Modi's handling of national security as such
- the political will showed by him in order-
ing the surgical strike at Balakot in
February 2019 in reply to the Pak-spon-
sored terror attack on a CRPF convoy at
Pulwama was a glaring contrast to the
Congress government's weak-kneed re-
sponse to the horrific 26/11 attacks on
Mumbai, and the clarity of decision-making
that he displayed in ensuring a rapid build-
up of our army in Eastern Ladakh following
the Chinese aggressive conduct at Galwan
valley in June 2020, to enable our troops to
take on PLA there is a very direct manner -
the approach of friendship towards China
that Prime Minister Modi had legitimately
adopted in his interactions with President
Xi Jinping earlier was discarded without
hesitation - all showed beyond doubt that
India under Modi is geared to safeguarding
national security.

Strategic autonomy is tested primarily
on three fronts - defence, international rela-
tions and internal security. The common
context to these is provided by the state of
the country's economy - it is now universal-
ly accepted that national security is insepa-
rable from economic security - and it is no-
body's case that Prime Minister Modi did
not have plans for economic recovery in the
Covid affected scenario. Modi can be said to

be even ahead of his economic advisors in
constantly devoting to building India's
economy - his emphasis on 'vocal for local',
encouragement to entrepreneurship and
start-ups and the policy of promoting 'ease
of doing business through comprehensive
reforms in different sectors, speak for
themselves. Individuals and think-tank plat-
forms taking up advocacy of some specific
measures - ranging from the private part-
nership in policy formulation to 'welfarism' -
are welcome so long as they intend to pro-
vide inputs for decision-making, but if in the
process they start questioning the sover-
eign right of a democratic state to decide
things in its wisdom, that would amount to
an attempt to push their politically-motivat-
ed agenda.

Anti-Modi forces are tearing down every
policy of the government and this gives
away their true intentions. Floating intellec-
tual debates on public issues to project tint-
ed views should not become a route to 'poli-
tics by proxy'. There has been a concerted
attempt of anti-BJP lobbies in India and
abroad, elements of the opposition and the
practitioners of 'minority politics', to un-
leash certain narratives to undermine the
Modi government through non-
Parliamentary means. The Gujarat riots of
2002 largely provoked by a backlash of the
gruesome burning to death of 60 Hindus, in-
cluding children, returning from Ayodhya in
a bogey of Sabarmati Express at Godhra
Railway Station, were blamed on the al-
leged complicity of Modi - who was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat then - by the anti-
Modi lobby for long years. The Supreme
Court of India has finally thrown out all
those allegations, giving a clean chit to
Modi which would rightly reinforce his
image as a national leader. International re-
lations constitute one of the most important
spheres of strategic autonomy and this has
been handled by Modi exceptionally well. A
consistent policy of opting for bilateral rela-
tions based on mutually beneficial econom-
ic and security gains, without detriment to
the cause of world peace, enabled Modi to
develop an ever-deepening friendship with
the US, strong bonds with leading democra-
cies like Japan, Australia and the European
nations - apart from those of South East
Asia and Israel - and an even relationship
with the countries of the Gulf.

What is even more important, Modi
struck a mutually-sustainable friendship
with Russian President Vladimir Putin -
again with a personal equation at his level
that has marked the international relations
of India with major countries in Modi's time.
After the outbreak of the Ukraine-Russia
military conflict in February this year, Modi

was upfront in taking a line of positive non-
alignment between the US and Russia as
India noted that US President Joe Biden, un-
like his predecessor, had declared Russia as
an enemy and activated US alliance with
NATO, creating some security concerns for
Putin about Ukraine. The Cold War had al-
ready ended with the dismemberment of
the USSR as the Superpower and Russia
was a diminished successor of the same.
The West should have explored the possibil-
ity of democratically running former East
European states like Ukraine having pacts
with Russia for peaceful coexistence. As it
is, the Ukraine-Russia conflict is seeing the
US camp pumping firearms into Ukraine in
the hope of weakening the Russian war ma-
chine, but this may lead to an unpredictable
scenario. The UN should explore terms for
peace between the two neighbours.

It goes to the credit of Prime Minister
Modi — now known as a world leader com-
mitted to a fair approach to international
relations — that both Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Putin wanted
him to act as the peacemaker and that
Modi also lost no time in talking to both of
them to call for an immediate cessation of
military action and resumption of peace
talks. India did not support the moves of
the US and Russia in the UNSC. Many dem-
ocratic powers like Australia, France and
Germany did show a sense of understand-
ing towards India's stand. Biden also did
not make any direct criticism of India and in
fact, went on to describe the India-US
friendship as potentially the best in the
world. India has expressed its willingness to
join any peace intervention on behalf of the
UN. The remarkable rise of India as a coun-
sel of the world is reflected in the fact that
Modi was heard with great attention in all
fora like Quad, BRICS and G20 and India
was able to secure the unanimous condem-
nation of Terrorism - a threat that has be-
come particularly grave for India because
of Sino- Pak axis. An upshot of India's suc-
cessful foreign policy during the Modi
regime is that the world is already acknowl-
edging the advent of a multi-polar order.

The defence and foreign policies of the
Modi government have proved effective,
sustainable and long-range in the applica-
tion. The opposition and the anti-Modi lob-
bies have therefore concentrated on raking
up issues that pertained to internal securi-
ty, national cohesion and communal peace.
They have taken recourse to agitational
politics, militant street protests and whip-
ping up of Hindu-Muslim discords. A con-
certed attempt was made to blame the
Modi government for acts of violence - pre-
vention of which squarely fell on the shoul-

ders of the respective state governments.
This happened in the recent incidents of
communal violence and the protest calls
against the Agnipath scheme of the Centre.
Even if the number of soldiers proposed to
be recruited in Agnipath is small, there is an
avenue of useful temporary employment
with the defence services at that level
which gets the youth willing to avail of it, an
educational upgrade, the benefit of special-
ized training that commanded a premium
and a lump sum of savings fund for support.
A subsequent announcement of reservation
in an entire set of organizations under the
Defence and Home Ministries takes the
sting out of any criticism of the scheme.
How can something positive be rejected on
the plea that the scale of employment of-
fered is not large enough? The narratives of
authoritarianism and lack of attention to
the poor or anti-minority bias remain in
place because lobbies are active behind the
opposition in pursuit of politics by other
means. At present, the issue of perceived
'insult' caused to religion, through some re-
marks or depiction against its Gods or
Prophet, has come into the limelight in
India and is becoming instrumental in pre-
cipitating fanatic violence in public. Any of-
fensive speech or writing is punishable
under a set of laws and cannot be made a
justification for heinous acts of raw vio-
lence against a person or property. The
sensitivities of all communities have to be
equally respected - an alleged 'criticism' of
the Prophet or an 'insult' to somebody's
God cannot be treated differently.

Leaders of the Muslim minority in India
are expected to acknowledge the legitima-
cy of God other communities believes in.
The vulnerability of this country to commu-
nal conflicts has made this issue a potential
destabilizer of internal security, particularly
because radical extremists and enemy
agents are out to cause an escalation under
foreign guidance. We need 'intelligence
from below' to deal with the situation. On
matters of internal security that are placed
above politics, the state and district intelli-
gence machinery should take guidance
from and functionally be accountable to the
Intelligence Bureau - this was the tradition
set after Independence. Meanwhile, the on-
going advancement of India in the spheres
of both national security and economic de-
velopment is expected to keep the Modi
government on the side of the people -
India, it may be noted, has always found
democratic means of appreciating or fault-
ing the government on merit.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr  
IInntteelllliiggeennccee  BBuurreeaauu))
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Dynastic politics
What has happened in

Maharashtra cannot be
seen as a fall of dynastic
politics as the new gov-
ernment has not come up
because of the people’s
mandate. People may
draw a parallel with what
happened earlier in
Madhya Pradesh or
Karnataka. Many big po-
litical families are down
not merely because of
their dynasties but due to
their corrupt and self-
centred rule that over-
looked the interests of
the masses. Five-time
Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik’s rule is an exam-
ple. Politics is marketed
aggressively today and
because of their vulnera-
bility, people still allow
themselves to be taken
for a ride. Dynastic poli-
tics promoting nepotism
may be bad for democra-
cy but the politics of op-
portunism, favouritism
and cronyism is also no
good. Toppling/forming
state governments sans
the electorate’s mandate
is making a mockery of
democratic principles.

Hira Sharma, by mail

Changing laws
Governments of differ-

ent countries float new
laws, alter old ones, but it
is a matter of shame that
they rarely take into con-
fidence the people who
get directly affected
(‘Contrasting laws on
abortion in India, US’).
When no men are foreign
and no countries differ-
ent, how can laws on cru-
cial issues like abortion
vary from state to state?
The ground should be
well prepared and the
psyche of the public
should be metamorpho-
sised beforehand.
Coercive attitude can be
threatening.

Sunil Chopra, by mail

Losing part of
game

The Indian team losing
to England at
Birmingham has unnec-
essarily drawn nasty and
questionable comments
from different quarters.
Yes, a win for India was
desirable, but then it was
equally so for England. If
in the first innings India
was better, England took
away self-belief from
Bumrah and Co. With
captaincy thrust on him,
Bumrah did his best. It
would not only be naive,
but also questionable to
believe that had Rohit
Sharma been the skipper,
India would have won.
Who knows? Isn’t losing
or winning, or even a
draw, part of any compe-
tition?

SPS Narang, New Delhi

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

R enowned US based bank, J.P. Morgan, has observed that oil prices could
top $380 per barrel in a short time. The bank made its prediction on the

basis of trends in the oil markets and supplies from major producers. The current
geo-politics, in which Russia faces extensive sanctions from America and its
western allies, is one of the primary causes. Already, natural gas prices have
soared by 700% on the back of Russia turning off gas to some of the European
countries on account of their support to Ukraine. Without traditional supplies
from Russia, as used to happen, the European customers are turning to other
sources for gas supplies and this is driving up the general price of natural gas.
Natural gas market is by nature rather limited. It is difficult to transport natural
gas over any distance without pipelines. Thus, while there could be pockets of
excess supplies in one region, there could be serious shortages in other. For ex-
ample, USA has adequate production facilities for natural gas, but it cannot
readily supply its gas to allies in Europe overnight. The way to transit gas over
vast distances is to liquefy it and liquefaction facilities are few and far between
compared with the sudden needs of the times. Currently, Qatar has some facili-
ties functioning and so does Australia, USA is setting up some facilities.
Unfortunately for the countries hit by shortages, some US LNG plants had to be
temporarily shut for some safety or security reasons for now. This could have a
disastrous impact on the global economy. India would be particularly badly hit as
the country has to import almost 75-80% of its oil and gas consumption. The pri-
mary condition is that country has to always care for continuous supplies of pe-
troleum. At any rate, a high price of oil at around $400 per barrel could stymie
the operations of the Indian economy. Let alone India, which is still in a better
position, many other emerging and poor countries could severely fall back into
abject poverty. At these levels of crude prices, the retail price of petroleum in
India could jump over four times (Rs 350 to Rs 400 per litre) from the present lev-
els. Even with tax concessions on oil sales, the prices on petroleum products can-
not be brought to levels at which the economy can be sustained. JP Morgan has
pointed out that the disruptions in supplies of oil and gas is driving up sentiments
around shortages and prices are currently rising. However, this could get trans-
formed and a real crisis could be on hand with oil prices soaring once the global
economy improves a bit. The end result could be an abrupt reversal of the recov-
ery process after the covid epidemic had slowed down economies. Oil market re-
ports indicated that the bearish sentiment in global oil markets are giving way to
a bullish one. This is mainly on the interpretations of the likely end of the covid
pandemic and resumption of global economic recovery. However, the tipping
point is the continuing Ukraine war. The extensive sanctions on Russia are keep-
ing out a large part of potential oil exports from Russia from reaching the mar-
kets. Of course, Russia is selling its oil output. However, this is happening only
over direct contacts between the producer and buyers. The sanctions on Russia
are coming to hurt the global markets and squeeze the economies of the western
countries too. The sorties are being exacerbated by Russian policy of punishing
the western countries for their support to Ukraine. Instead of backtracking in the
aftermath of the imposition of sanctions, Russia is doubling down on restricting
exports to the west. It could afford to do this because, the oil prices have gone up
sharply and even when supplying lower quantities, its earnings from oil exports
have not been hurt. If anything, its earnings could have comparatively gone up
and this alone is sufficient for Russia to carry on the hostilities. At the current lev-
els of price for oil and gas Russia can afford to cut down production by 5 million
barrel per day without hurting its revenues much, according to estimates. This
could severely punish the western supporters of Ukraine. Russia has cut down to
the European countries and most significantly to Germany. The country has re-
fused to pay higher price in roubles, imposing a sort of fuel rationing. The west-
ern nations, that are members of the European Union, are considering imposing a
kind of a price cap on oil. Faced with this threat, Russia is threatening a further
cut back in production and supplies to global markets. A further stiffening of the
stands of the two — Russia versus EU — could thus steadily jack prices of oil and
gas for all. Fortunately, for the long term, such prohibitively costly oil and gas
prices could have long term impact on development of alternative energy
sources. Coal usage has been cut down. Now, there will be emphasis on develop-
ing technologies for clean coal. Hydrogen is being cited as the fuel for the future.
Some Indian majors are said to be close to a breakthrough in bringing down costs
of hydrogen as a fuel. A black cloud now, could thus be literally the cause for clear
skies for tomorrow when fossil fuel emissions will no longer foul up the climate.

Further steep rise in energy
prices loom large
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde officially took charge of his post at the state secretariat Mantralaya on
Thursday, July 7. Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis is also seen.

Politics by proxy is disturbing internal peace

EKNATH SHINDE TAKES CHARGE AS CM

DC PATHAK

T he importance of
sports in school educa-

tion cannot be denied.
Kheloge kudoge toh hoge
kharab, Padhoge lekhoge
toh banege nawab,... these
lines of the song do not seem
appropriate anywhere in
today's context and it seems
to be a thing of the past.
Sports are considered an in-
tegral part of education.
Various state governments
have made special schemes
to encourage sports in
schools so that students can
become inclined towards
sports. To help children get
rid of mental stress due to
syllabus and examinations.

To develop a positive atti-
tude towards life through
sports. Perhaps due to all
these reasons, the subject of
physical education and
sports has been included as a
compulsory subject in the
school curriculum. The
Central Board of Secondary
Education has made it
mandatory for every class to
give one period of physical
education and sports every

day. Schools are also cooper-
ating at their level in making
the efforts of the govern-
ment successful. But the clo-
sure of schools during the
pandemic is coming before
us as a curse for the subject
of physical education and
sports.

During the lockdown, due
to the online reading work,
and all the subjects were
studied, but this subject,
which was completed in the
playground, was seen fight-
ing for its existence. Not only
this, even after the opening
of schools, children's inter-
est in this subject decreased,
due to which children and
adolescents started going to
health clubs or gyms.

Although joining a gym or
health club is not wrong in
any way, but due to this, the
parents of the children have
less inclination towards the
subject like physical educa-
tion to be done in the school
playground. They have also
started to believe that more
emphasis should be laid on
the teaching work in schools

and not on sports.
The effect of this mentali-

ty of parents is coming in
front of us in the form of de-
creasing physical education
and sports activities in
schools. This mentality of
the parents has forced the
school management to think
that when the parents do not
want the children to play in
the playground, then why
should the school spend its
resources?  If parents want

to send their children to
school only for bookish edu-
cation, then schools are also
working on making the best
of their academic results by
educating the children.

You can guess from the re-
cently declared examination
results that the academic
achievements of the stu-
dents are touching the sky.
Parents and children are all
running after success.
Neither the parents want to
suffer from failure nor the
children want to see failure.

But we forget that there is
no teacher or teacher greater
than failure, the lesson that
can give failure is never
achieved by success. The
biggest quality of sports is
that they teach us to lose. He
teaches us to stand up after a
fall, to take new opportunities
after every defeat.

Winning is not difficult,
but if students want to reach
the pinnacle of success in
life, they must know how to
lose and that defeat can only
be learned in the field of
play. This important chapter

of life cannot be read by
going to a health club and
gym.

The playground learns
players to face every chal-
lenge, shoulder to shoulder.
Today the spirit of team-
work which is expected in
every field starts from the
playground itself. The way
parents and teachers have
taught students to achieve
success only, now they are
afraid of even the slightest
defeat. If one mark is less in
the examination, then un-
derstand that life and future
are over.

The country does not want
such successful citizens. The
country needs physically
and mentally strong citizens,
this strength will be found
only from the field of sports.
Understanding the responsi-
bility of the schools, chil-
dren will have to leave the
classroom and send them to
the playground. Parents also
have to understand the im-
portance of sports and play-
ground only then real suc-
cess will come.

If you want to win, you must lose

J ust as Shiv Sena split in Maharashtra, the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu is en-
gaged in a power struggle between two former chief ministers, E.

Palaniswami (EPS) and O. Panneerselvam (OPS). In a fast-developing drama, the
EPS camp would like to relieve OPS of his present post of party treasurer and
deputy leader in the Assembly. After losing the Assembly elections last year, and
successive local body polls, the EPS camp feels that the dual leadership has "only
hampered the working of the party. Amid its golden jubilee celebrations, the
AIADMK cadres are confused. Five years ago, when a relatively unknown EPS
was chosen as CM candidate by ex-AIADMK general secretary VK Sasikala, EPS
and OPS reached a truce in 2017 to establish dual leadership. Together they
steered the party and government successfully for four years, braving a pandem-
ic. After five decades, AIADMK is facing a bleak future. Carefully built by two for-
mer chief ministers- founder M.G. Ramachandran and his protegee J.
Jayalalithaa, the Dravidian party is undergoing a bad patch. There is a disconnect
between the leaders and cadres. Some of the party's challenges include lack of
charismatic leadership, factionalism, and a hard look at how it handles its ally
BJP, which is trying to replace them as a counterforce to the DMK. What is amply
clear is a gradual erosion of AIADMK base in the post-Jayalalithaa era. The
AIADMK's vote share stands at 25.47 percent in the urban local body election,
while it received 33.29 percent of votes in the Assembly. The charismatic matinee
idol MGR established the AIADMK on October 12, 1972, two days after the parent
party DMK expelled him. He served as the chief minister from 1977 till his death
in 1987. He chose to be on the right side of the Centre and made compromises
with the Prime Ministers, including Indira Gandhi. The philosophy of DMK
founder and former chief minister CN Annadurai became the founding principle
of the AIADMK. MGR's successor Jayalalithaa aligned with BJP and Congress at
different times and became chief minister six times with interruptions. It is not
the first time the AIADMK is facing a split. Following MGR's death in 1987, there
was a power struggle between one faction headed by MGR's wife Janaki and the
other by Jayalalithaa. While Janaki succeeded MGR as Chief Minister for a short
period, both sections lost miserably to the DMK in the 1989 polls. Then Janaki
withdrew from politics, and Jayalalithaa became the sole leader. OPS and EPS
have taken their fight to the General Council, which has the power to elect an in-
terim general secretary, not a permanent one. That was how Sasikala donned
the post following the death of Jayalalithaa. But, EPS and OPS removed Sasikala
from that post and created new positions such as Coordinator and Co-coordina-
tor, which are also temporary. In the current situation, OPS got a midnight hear-
ing before Tamil Nadu High Court – to restrict discussion points in the general
council meeting. He thus stopped the party from elevating Edappadi K
Palaniswami (EPS) as the sole leader at the June 23 General Council meeting.
However, the discussion turned ugly when clashes broke out between the two
camps. Seventy-five district secretaries, headquarters functionaries, and gener-
al council members have moved to the EPS camp in the last few days. OPS has
the support of just nine district secretaries and leaders like Manoj Pandian and R
Vaithilingam. OPS blamed vested interests and asserted that the General Council
and Monday's meeting of top AIADMK functionaries were illegal. Similarly, a pro-
posed GC on July 11 is also not legal. The GC is going to take place and OPS is
sure to be removed. After Jaya, the BJP has remote control over AIADMK from the
Centre. The change was abundantly clear on issues like NEET, New Education
Policy, three language policy (giving the nod first and then withdrawing it after
the protests), the CAA, farmers' law, handling of the pandemic, etc. BJP is not
able to penetrate much because of the ideology. In Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian-
Tamil sentiment is strong. So just like Congress, the BJP is riding piggyback on
AIADMK. The Dravidian parties have had tie-ups with the two national parties at
different times. OPS tried to rope in BJP, which had backed him earlier, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi refused to give him an audience last week. A disappoint-
ed OPS came back from Delhi and is resorting to other measures to survive. In
any political party, the cadres decide who gets to lead the party, and, in this case,
Panneerselvam is certainly not their first choice. It is about time he accepts the
fact and works towards gaining acceptance of the 1.5 crore AIADMK cadre as
their leader, as, after all, courts cannot get him back to AIADMK workers.

AIADMK facing another split
as EPS marginalises OPS

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Rajendra Kumar
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BRIEF

New Sherpa 

New Delhi: Former
NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant will be
the new Sherpa of G-
20, replacing Union
Minister Piyush
Goyal, as full-time
sherpa required for
India’s presidency,
sources said on
Thursday. India as-
sumes the G-20 presi-
dency later this year.
“With the G-20 presi-
dency coming to India
this year, the Sherpa
would need to devote a
lot of time to numer-
ous meetings that will
be held in different
parts of the country.
“Union Minister
Goyal, holds the
charge of multiple
portfolios in the Modi
cabinet which con-
sumes a lot of his
time,” a source said.

Innovation Lab
Bengaluru: GE
Healthcare on
Thursday announced
the launch of its 5G
Innovation Lab in
India, the first for the
company across the
globe. With the advan-
tage of massive band-
width, high data
speeds, low latency
and highly reliable
connectivity, 5G has
the potential to dis-
rupt the patient care
continuum, trans-
forming diagnosis,
therapy, and progno-
sis, the company
noted. “The 5G
Innovation Lab is de-
signed to position GE
Healthcare at the fore-
front of these ground-
breaking advances in
patient care, including
potentially bringing
cutting-edge technolo-
gy to rural and subur-
ban regions,” a com-
pany statement said.
Situated at the John F.
Welch Technology
Centre (JFWTC)
Bengaluru, GE
Healthcare’s largest
R&D centre outside of
the USA, the lab will
serve as a testbed to
develop future-ready
products and solu-
tions, turning a new
corner in innovation,
it said.

Appointment

Mumbai: Private
non-life insurer SBI
General Insurance on
Thursday said it has
appointed Paritosh
Tripathi as Managing
Director and Chief
Executive Officer, ef-
fective July 5. He suc-
ceeds P C Kandpal,
who has been posted
as Deputy Managing
Director (DMD)-
(P&RE) at the
Corporate Center,
State Bank of
India (SBI).

Wheat flour 
New Delhi: After
banning wheat ex-
ports in May, the gov-
ernment has decided
to put in place a new
approval framework
for outbound ship-
ments of wheat flour.
Exporters of wheat
flour would now need
approval of the inter-
ministerial committee
for shipments of atta.
The new requirement 
will be applicable
from July 12.

EXPERIENCE ZONE

Nikon India Managing Director Sajjan Kumar with General Manager Corporate Planning Imaging of Nikon India
Ohba Yoji (R) during the inauguration of the company’s new experience zone, in Bengaluru, Thursday, July 7.

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday asked the Niti
Aayog to prepare a report
mapping all the industrial
activities such as corri-
dors, logistics parks and
pharma hubs so that they
can be incorporated under
the PM Gati Shakti initia-
tive of the government.
She also suggested to the
shipping ministry to look
at all the sea ports in the
country and their linkages
with industrial corridors.

These suggestions were
part of seven action points
elaborated by the minister
during the first meeting of
the Apex Monitoring
Authority for the National
Industrial Corridor
Development Programme.
“I would like the NITI
Aayog to map all this (in-
dustrial corridors, freight
corridors, defence corri-

dors, manufacturing
zones, textile parks, logis-
tics parks, medical and
pharma hubs). Map it all
and tell us where you see a
possibility for bringing
them under the PM Gati
Shakti,” she said.

“I find many of them
still lying loose and uncon-
nected. Mapping it up will
probably give a better idea
of how they can all come
into this scheme of
things,” she added. The
minister asked the Aayog
to prepare the report by
October-end. The PM Gati
Shakti is a digital platform

which aims at promoting
integrated planning and
coordinated implementa-
tion of infrastructure con-
nectivity projects. Niti
Aayog, she said, should un-
dertake a quick study be-
cause a lot of activities are
happening and all of them
have to come under the
umbrella of PM Gati
Shakti programme. The fi-
nance minister further
suggested to her com-
merce counterpart Piyush
Goyal to undertake a re-
view of three industrial
corridors of south India —
Chennai Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor,
Bengaluru Mumbai
Industrial Corridor, and
Vizag Chennai Industrial
Corridor and their nodes.
“For some some
reasons...the three corri-
dors coming from the
south have not been dealt
with an elaborate fashion,”
Sitharaman added.

FM asks Niti Aayog to map
all industrial activities 

For incorporating them into PM Gati Shakti

Panjim (Goa), Jul 07:  

TVS Motor Company
on Wednesday forayed
into the premium lifestyle
segment with the launch
of 225-cc bike Ronin
priced at Rs 1.49 lakh (ex-
showroom). The bike
comes in three trims
tagged at Rs 1.49 lakh, Rs
1.56 lakh and Rs 1.69 lakh,
respectively.

Designed ground up,
the bike comes with many
firsts in terms of technol-
ogy and convenience fea-
tures like dual-channel
ABS, voice assistance,
and enhanced connectivi-
ty. Besides, the bike also
comes with an exclusive
range of branded mer-
chandise, custom acces-
sories, a configurator and
a dedicated experience
programme. “The launch
of the Ronin is a signifi-

cant milestone for TVS
Motor,” TVS Motor
Company Managing
Director Sudarshan Venu
said. The motorcycle is de-
signed from a blank can-
vas to be a reflection of
the spontaneous, fluidic,
versatile and multi-
faceted young rider of

today, he added. The bike
is designed to create an ef-
fortless and ‘unscripted’
riding experience, Venu
noted.

“True to the TVS brand,
it has cutting edge tech-
nology and connectivity.
TVS Ronin is a lifestyle
partner complete with an

exclusive range of mer-
chandise and accessories,
a riding community, and
an effortless customisa-
tion process,” he added.
Elaborating further, TVS
Motor Company Head
Business - Premium,
Vimal Sumbly, noted that
motorcycling at the global
level is changing. “It is
moving from serving a
functional purpose to en-
abling self-expression,
freedom, and the willing-
ness to explore,” he said.

The TVS Ronin will
carve a new segment
based on an emerging
lifestyle free from stereo-
types, dated codes, and
legacy baggage, he noted.
This is thereby transform-
ing the premiumisation
into personalisation more
and more, creating a
trend in the two-wheeler
segment, Sumbly said.

TVS Motor drives in new bike ‘Ronin’ priced at Rs 1.49 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 07:

Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth on
Thursday said the meas-
ures taken by Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) will
increase inflows of over-
seas funds and help in
strengthening the rupee
against the US dollar. RBI
on Wednesday raised the
overseas borrowing limits
for companies and liber-
alised norms for foreign
investments in govern-
ment bonds as it an-
nounced a slew of meas-
ures to boost foreign ex-
change inflows. Seth said
RBI measures, including
on External Commercial
Borrowing (ECB), are
transitory and for shorter
duration, and would help
in boosting the foreign
currency inflows into the

country. RBI on
Wednesday increased the
ECB limit under the auto-
matic route from USD 750
million or its equivalent
per financial year to USD
1.5 billion and eased the
norms for FPI investments
in the debt market. Seth
also expressed hope that
the global challenges
would subside in the short
term. Unveiling the meas-
ures on Wednesday, the

central bank said that all
capital flows barring port-
folio investments remain
stable and an adequate
level of reserves provides
a buffer against external
shocks. Among the fresh
steps, the cap has been re-
moved on interest rate
that lenders can offer on
foreign deposits by NRIs.
The relaxation will be in
force till October. Since the
war in Ukraine broke out
in late February, RBI has
expended its foreign ex-
change reserves in order
to shield the rupee from
steep depreciation. Since
February 25, the headline
foreign exchange reserves
have declined by USD 40.94
billion. The rupee has de-
preciated by 4.1 per cent
against the US dollar dur-
ing the current financial
year so far (up to July 5).

RBI measures to have positive impact on
oversesas fund inflows: DEA Secretary

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

The slew of measures
announced by Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Wednesday to enhance for-
eign exchange inflows
should help rupee to out-
perform its peers in
emerging market
economies, experts said.
RBI said it has been close-
ly and continuously moni-
toring the liquidity condi-
tions in the forex market
and has stepped in as
needed in all its segments
to alleviate dollar tight-
ness with the objective of
ensuring orderly market
functioning. It announced
five measures to enhance
foreign exchange inflows.
The Indian rupee, RBI said
has depreciated by 4.1 per
cent against the US dollar
during the current finan-

cial year so far (up to July
5), which is modest rela-
tive to other EMEs and
even major Advanced
Economies (AEs).
Abhishek Goenka, CEO of
IFA Global, said that in a
nutshell, RBI has tried to
boost short-term dollar in-
flows with the latest meas-
ures. Vivek Kumar,
Economist at QuantEco
Research, said persistent
pressure on rupee has
prompted the central bank
to diversify its defence
strategy by including
macro prudential steps to
encourage foreign inflows.
“We believe it would fur-
ther help in rupee to out-
perform its peers in
emerging market
economies. However, it is
unlikely to change the ad-
verse global backdrop of
strong dollar, heightened

geopolitical uncertainty,
and still somewhat elevat-
ed commodity prices...,”
he said. On Wednesday, the
rupee surged 39 paise, its
best single-day gain in
over three months, to close
at 78.94 against the US dol-
lar after a sharp correc-
tion in crude oil, FIIs repo-
sitioning in capital mar-
kets and strong gains in
local equties. Commenting
on RBI’s announcement,
Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst at HDFC
Securities, said the actions
will have a positive senti-
mental impact in the short
term but will have a mar-
ginal positive impact over
the medium term.
“However, for sustainable
dollar inflows, global as
well as domestic stability
in growth and inflation is
needed,” Parmar said.

RBI measures should help rupee outperform
peers in emerging markets: Experts

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0077::    

Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Madhavrao Scindia on
Thursday assumed the addi-
tional charge of the Steel
Ministry.

Scindia is currently in
charge of the Civil Aviation
Ministry. The 51-year old BJP
leader, who represents
Madhya Pradesh in the Rajya
Sabha, is the third steel minis-
ter in the current Modi govern-
ment. Before taking his seat,
he took off his footwear and
placed an idol of Lord Ganesha
on the table of his office in
Udyog Bhawan here. In a tweet
Scindia said “As per the direc-
tions of the Prime Minister I am
assuming the charge as
Minister of Steel. I will try my
best to discharge this new
responsibility with the bless-
ings of all well wishers.” “Took

the additional charge from
@RCP_Singh Ji of Union Steel
Ministry. I will do my best to
fulfill the aspirations of the
country by discharging this
responsibility given by the top
leadership to the fullest poten-
tial,” he said in another tweet.
He took charge in the presence
of Steel Secretary Sanjay
Kumar Singh and other senior
ministry officials. On his first
day as Steel Minister, Scindia
will take back-to-back meet-

ings with ministry officials and
departments. Besides, he will
hold meetings of all steel PSUs
along with their heads, an offi-
cial said. He succeeds Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh who
resigned from the post on
Wednesday, a day before the
completion of his Rajya Sabha
term.

Singh, a former bureaucrat
and Rajya Sabha Member, last
year on July 8, had replaced
Dharmendra Pradhan, who was
allotted the ministry of educa-
tion along with the ministry of
skill development and entre-
preneurship in a Cabinet
reshuffle. On the advise of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Wednesday directed Scindia to
be assigned the charge of the
Ministry of Steel in addition to
his existing portfolio, accord-
ing to an official statement.

Jyotiraditya Scindia assumes 
additional charge of Steel Ministry

New Delhi, Jul 07:

Commerce and indus-
try minister Piyush Goyal
reviewed the progress of
the implementation of the
PM GatiShakti national
master plan, which aims
at giving a push to the
country’s multi-modal in-
frastructure network. PM
GatiShakti is beginning to
fast-track a number of in-
frastructure projects
across the country with
some states beginning to
use it for better implemen-
tation of social sector proj-
ects. Goyal chaired the re-
view meeting which delib-
erated the progress
achieved so far and saw
participation of various
senior officials from differ-
ent ministries including
railways, road, ports and
shipping, coal, steel, fertil-
izers and rural develop-
ment, the commerce min-

istry said in a statement.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on October 13 last
year, had launched the na-
tional master plan for
multi-modal connectivity
to develop infrastructure
to reduce logistic costs and
boost the economy. “With
over 900 data layers updat-
ed by central ministries
and 316 essential layers by
states/UTs, the meeting
took note of various min-
istries/departments using
the same to share their
proposed projects after
having been mapped and

aligned digitally,” it added.
Goyal said that under the
initiative the government
is committed to resolve
user issues by overcoming
various departmental
silos. Along with a func-
tioning Empowered Group
of Secretaries in 32
states/UTs, 29 among
them have also been able
to formulate their network
planning group and tech-
nical support unit. Special
secretary in the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Amrit Lal
Meena said that with the
portals for central and
state government min-
istries now fully function-
al, all essential data layers
have been uploaded to en-
able infrastructure min-
istries extensively utilise
the National Master Plan
for all pending and future
projects.

Goyal reviews progress of PM GatiShakti

Kolkata, Jul 07: 

Former union minister
Suresh Prabhu on
Wednesday said that there
is a need for reforms in
government accounting to
bring in accountability
and to track the outcome
of the various pro-
grammes undertaken for
economic development.
Speaking at an interactive
session organised by
MCCI here, Prabhu, who
held civil aviation, com-
merce, railways and sever-
al other ministries, said
that what is needed most
now is reforms in govern-
ment accounting. This, he
said, is needed to track the
outcome and also to bring
in accountability for dif-
ferent government pro-
grammes. “When I was the
railway minister, I started
reforming the railway ac-

counts. But I quit the min-
istry due to train accidents
taking place in close suc-
cession in 2017”, Prabhu,
himself a chartered ac-
countant, said. He said
that for India to prosper
economically, the country
does not need to follow any
particular economic
model. “What is needed is
to follow what is best for
the country. Good meas-
ures were taken in 1991
which also changed the di-
rections of economic poli-
cies later”, he said.

Suresh Prabhu bats for reforms
in government accounting

New Delhi, Jul 07: 

Sony India  announced
the newest additions to its
premium Mobile ES car
amplifier line-up, XM-5ES,
XM-4ES, and XM-1ES.
With high-quality sound
and seamless usability,
Sony’s latest car audio of-
ferings deliver a superior
entertainment experience.

Compatible with High-
Resolution Audio, XM-5ES
and XM-4ES users can
hear the subtle nuances of
studio-quality sound in
higher than CD quality.
These new power ampli-
fiers authentically deliver
the true intent of the
artists. Developed with
various technical updates,
the Mobile ES line-up
helps customers experi-
ence their high-quality
music without worrying

about the logical control
or connection placement.
It raises the bar for in-car
entertainment and brings
a whole new level of inno-
vation to the car audio
market.

Boost in-car music with
a highly efficient Class-D
amplifier that provides a
variety of speaker config-
urations, all at 4 ohms:
XM-5ES (100Wx4+450W
RMS); XM-4ES
(100Wx4+450W RMS); XM-
1ES (600W RMS).

Sony’s many years of
digital amplifier engineer-
ing expertise made it pos-
sible to create a compact
and powerful amplifier
with uncompromising
sound quality. The unri-
valled sound engineering
is achieved with high
power output and high-
quality speaker terminal.

Sony India launches premium
Mobile ES  amplifiers

Rupee falls 19
paise to 79.13

against US dollar
Mumbai, Jul 07: The
rupee declined 19 paise to
close at 79.13 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Thursday, as the
hawkish stance of the US
Federal Reserve in-
creased the possibility of
another aggressive rate
hike this month. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
currency opened at 79.05
and finally ended at 79.13,
down 19 paise over its
previous close. On
Wednesday, the rupee
closed at 78.94.

“Rupee opened on a flat
note but started to come
under pressure despite
measures announced by
the RBI,” said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial
Services.

P
opular TV actress
Nisha Rawal, who
was recently seen

on actress Kangana
Ranaut hosted 'Lock Upp',
opens up about the boom
in the OTT industry and
how she is looking for-
ward to taking up more
OTT projects.

Nisha says: "Now there
is a place for all content
and all audiences. It's like
finally the jigsaw fits and
it's evolving. As it evolves
more masterminds come
together to cater to an in-
telligent audience of
today. It's amazing to be
witnessing such evolution
in the OTT sector."

On asking about her
web show choice, the
'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki' actress adds:
"Shows that would be di-
verse in genre for me as
an actor."

Now Nisha is looking
for more challenging
roles and making her
mark in the digital medi-
um. "I have enjoyed my
advertising career for so
long that my potential as
an actor hasn't been
tapped at all. I could defi-
nitely carve my niche in
this oceanic world of
OTT," she concludes.

'B
igg Boss OTT' fame
Urfi Javed was recent-
ly compared to Rakhi

Sawant by netizens on social
media. While responding to
them, she in fact called Rakhi
a 'legend'.

In her Instagram story, she
shared the screenshot of the
comment written by a user,
saying: "Totally agree with
you! She's like the next Rakhi."

Urfi, who is often known for
her style statement gave a be-
fitting reply by mentioning:
"Just because you know a few
international brands, just
cause you add vintage filter to
your photos, you think you're
way above me that you can in-
sult me." Later calling Rakhi,
a 'legend', she comments:

"Also Rakhi is a legend, the
way you guys insult her for
being herself and then talk
about feminism. The fact that
you think being compared to
her will be an insult shows a
lot about your character and
the way you think! Putting
other women down unneces-
sarily only makes you a mega
loser! Xx." Urfi recently had
also slammed those circulat-
ing her fake suicide pictures,
wishing death upon her in the
comments.

Urfi is known for playing
the role of Avni in 'Bade
Bhaiyya Ki Dulhania'. She
was also seen as Aarti in 'Meri
Durga', Bella in 'Bepannaah'
and Mira in 'Puncch Beat' and
many more.

Shruti Haasan
clarifies she is
perfectly fine!

A
ctress Shruti Haasan has clari-
fied that she is not unwell or in a
critical condition as was report-

ed by a section of the media.
The actress, in a video clip, said: "I

am having PCOS which a lot of
women have. Yes, it's challenging.
But no, it doesn't mean I am "unwell"
or in "critical condition" of any
kind. I've realised that some media

and news outlets have blown it
way out of proportion without
reading the actual post, which
was supposed to be positive."

"I also got calls asking me if I
was admitted to the hospital,

which I am clearly not. I am
doing perfectly fine. I have PCOS

for years and I have been doing just
fine. So, thank you for your concern.

You have a good day."
It all started some time ago, when the

actress put out a post on Instagram, say-
ing she had PCOS. Posting a video of her

working out, she wrote: "Work out with
me! I've been facing some of the worst
hormonal issues with my pcos and en-
dometriosis - women know it's a tough
fight with imbalance and bloating and
metabolic challenges - but instead of look-
ing at it as a fight, I choose to accept is as
natural movement that my body goes
through to do it's best and I say Thank you by
eating right, sleeping well and enjoying my
work out. My body isn't perfect right now but
my heart is. Keep fit keep happy and let those
happy hormones flow !!! I know I sound a tad
preachy but it's been such a journey to accept
these challenges and not let them define me.. so,
I'm so happy to share this with all of you."

Some media reports went on to report this as
the actress being in a critical condition, forcing
the actress to issue a clarification.

ACROSS

1. River deposit

5. Hoisting machine

10. Ship's pole

14. Western state

15. Hair dye

16. Nutmeglike spice

17. Waiter's handout

18. Lingering flavor

20. Prophecy

21. Confederate general

22. Singing voices

23. Performer

25. State

27. Receive willingly

30. Foal

31. Nurse ____ Barton

32. Poor community

33. Sleigh

37. Bellybutton

38. Bar bill

39. Milan's land

40. Gazed at

41. Pillar

42. Thickly populated

43. Karate blow

44. Library patron

45. Muscle-building drug

49. Group of players

50. Leading

51. Cover

52. Wail

56. Having a backbone

59. Musical instrument

60. Cleveland's lake

61. Theater walkway

62. Pub beverages

63. Marsh grass

64. Carved pole

65. School exam

DOWN

1. Japanese wrestling

2. Article

3. Highway division

4. Boomed

5. Swiss cottage

6. Allude

7. Opening wager

8. Compass point (abbr.)

9. Cup handle

10. Tiny

11. Spaghetti, e.g.

12. Performer

13. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"

19. Diplomacy

24. Milky gem

25. Skepticism

26. Shade tree
27. Skin woe
28. Modeling material
29. Prehistoric dwelling
30. Hold tightly
32. Tolerated
33. Bygone river vehicle
34. Earth
35. Other than
36. Color changer
39. Mental image
41. ____ Beta Kappa
43. Secret language
44. Cash in
45. Piggy bank user
46. Yonder
47. Spooky
48. Classified
49. Baron, e.g.
51. Endure
53. Skilled
54. Troubles
55. For fear that
57. Baseball club
58. ____ de Janeiro
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Unfortunately, this isn't a day for fun
and games, Aquarius. In fact, you might
feel an annoying emotional weighti-
ness, making you feel less energetic
than usual. There's a sober tone that's
asking you to take a hard-nosed look at
reality and make some decisions
regarding goals and plans. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You'll find little comfort in your emotions
today, Pisces. You may want to simply
stick to business. Concentrate on getting
things done in your regular routine. Create
a plan and stick to it. This isn't a day to
deviate from the norm, nor is it a time in
which you'll find sympathy from others.
Stick close to home and take care of your
personal business. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Try not to be smothering today, Aries.
You may want to seek comfort in con-
versations with others but find that
this only produces grouchiness on the
part of all involved. Curb your tenden-
cy to find fault in loved ones. Your best
bet is to focus your energy on tasks
you've had on the back burner for some
time. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

There's a damper on your emotions
today that could leave you feeling like a
pot of simmering water, Taurus. Just by
knowing there's a lid on things you're
likely to heat up more quickly than usual.
Try to hold your temper. A furious rage
will get you nowhere. Concentrate your
energy on getting your material affairs in
order. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

It could be hard for you to feel connected
to anyone today, Gemini. You're probably
better off keeping to yourself. If you're
feeling sad or depressed, it's best to work
through these feelings on your own. Other
people aren't apt to be too sympathetic to
your situation. You're better off sticking to
your work in order to keep the demons out
of your head.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel a sense of restriction to the
day, but in truth, this is for your own good,
Cancer. You'll find that your acute sense
of discipline comes in handy today as you
tackle work with incredible enthusiasm.
Your goals aren't far from your grasp. Stay
focused, and don't let the ticking clock
pressure you. Hastiness will lead to care-
less mistakes. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Find comfort in your work today, Leo.
Although it may sound ridiculous, you'll
find that getting things checked off
your list is the most rewarding activity
of the day. Try not to be too critical of
others. Focus on your own tasks at
hand. Mountains that seem too daunt-
ing will continue to grow bigger until
you take the first step. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Get your head out of the clouds, Virgo.
You'll find out that nitpicky details you
failed to attend to earlier are now com-
ing back to haunt you. Don't postpone
your work any further. The time to take
care of the job is now. Balance your
checkbook and do your laundry. Clean
your bathtub and go grocery shopping. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you need to finish whatever you
didn't get done yesterday, Libra.
Themes of the journey include disci-
pline and paying attention to the sand
slipping through the hourglass. The
more you're able to accomplish, the
better you'll feel about yourself.
Stagnant energy in your life signals that
it's time to get things moving. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Put aside frivolity for a day, Scorpio. This
is an important time to prepare for the
future. Don't take another step forward
before you know you're on solid ground.
This is a good time to secure your goals
on a piece of paper. Writing them down in
ink will help you manifest them in your
life. Think about the long-term harvest.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

People may be a bit critical of you today,
Sagittarius, and you would do well to
hear what they have to say. Be receptive
of feedback from others so that you may
establish a healthy ego. It's important to
keep your sense of humility in check. You
might find that you're feeling rather crit-
ical as you see people moving like sloths
compared to your lightning quick mind.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Maintain your psychic shield today,
Capricorn, because you'll need it.
People's comments may seem harsh
even if they mean well. Your best defense
against the critical tone of the day is to
use other people's criticisms as con-
structively as you can in order to build a
stronger foundation from which to work. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Urfi Javed calls Rakhi
Sawant a ‘legend’ to
shut down the trolls

I
t’s been one hell of a
South African Safari
for the contestants of

MTV Roadies - Journey in
South Africa. Having im-
pressed everyone with
their daredevil stunts and
decision-making skills,
the remaining contestants
on the show will go to any
length to win as the com-
petition enters its final
stages. Social media is
ablaze with speculation
about who will pack a
punch in their tasks and
take home the coveted title
of the 'Ultimate
Champions'.

Read on to find out who,
amongst Ashish-Nandu,
Gaurav-Simi, Kevin-
Moose, and Yukti-Jash,
has it in them to win MTV
Roadies - Journey in
South Africa.

1) The dynamic duo of
Ashish Bhatia and
Nandini are the hot
favourites - Ashish, the
actor-dancer, and Nandini,
the fitness trainer, have
got everyone running
scared. Winning tasks is
easy-peasy for the duo,
whose bond and cama-
raderie only seems to be
getting stronger every
passing week. Have they
saved the best for the fi-

nale? Don’t be one bit sur-
prised if they did!

2) Don’t forget the
dark horses - Gaurav
Alugh and Simi Talsania -
Be it good reasons or bad,

here’s a buddy pair that
just loves grabbing the
limelight. While everyone
remembers their recent
fall-out in which Gaurav
couldn’t handle Simi’s at-
titude, no one would be
surprised if these two
buddies had planned it all
along. Will Gaurav, a for-
mer contestant, and Simi,
the professional dancer,
manage to pull a fast one
in the finale? Only time
will tell

3) Kevin Almasifar and
Moose Jattana could run
away with the prize -
Everyone adores the love-
hate relationship between
Kevin and Moose. Their
journey on the show, which

started with them getting
off on the worst note possi-
ble, only to become the
thickest of friends, has
been one to remember. The
two compliment each other
so very well and are on
cloud nine, having aced the
recent sky-diving task.
Could Moose, the activist
and social media star, along
with the mixed martial
arts fighter, Kevin, save
their best for the last? We
can’t wait to find out!

4) Don’t be shocked if
Yukti Arora and Jashwant
Bopanna are the surprise
winners - Don’t go by their
‘bholi shakal’ as Yukti
Arora and Jashwant have
proved on the show that
they’re more than just a
pretty face. Having finished
as a semi-finalist on
Roadies Season 16, Yukti, a
dancer by profession, will
hope to make her experi-
ence count alongside
Jashwant, a die-hard fit-
ness and dance enthusiast.
Will they put their best foot
forward? Let’s hope for the
very best.

Catch all the drama, ad-
venture, fights and more,
tune in to 'MTV Roadies -
Journey in South Africa'
on Saturdays and Sundays
at 7pm!

Who will create history and win
‘MTV Roadies Journey in SA’?

Yet another interesting
highpoint will be coming

up in &TV’s Baal Shiv, where
the audience will witness the
fierce form of Maa Durga,
played by Shivya Pathania,
who will kill Mahisasur
(Pankaj Kumar). Mahisasur’s
vadh will add an interesting
twist to the tale. As he kid-
naps Sumati (Saachi Tiwari),
Baal Shiv (Aan Tiwari) gets
furious and decides to kill
him. However, Baal Shiv can-
not kill Mahisasur because he
has Brahma Dev’s boon, which
states that no male can kill
him and only a female can
destroy him. Devi Parvati, who
has taken birth as Devi
Katyayani (Trisha Ashish
Sarda), turns Maa Durga to
destroy him. Talking about the
track, Shivya Pathania essay-
ing Devi Parvati’s character,

shares, “Mahisashur is egotis-
tical and exploits women.
When Mahisasur discovers
that Devi Parvati has taken
birth to destroy him, he imme-
diately kidnaps all women,
including Sumati. Bhringi tells
Katyayan that one cannot be
happy without worshipping
Lord Shiva because he and
Shakti are one. Katyayan,
therefore, starts worshipping
Shivling. As Baal Shiv rescues
Sumati from Mahisasur 's
captivity, Katyayani goes
inside Amarnath guffa and
turns into Parvati, where she
gets flashes of how Mahadev
had explained it to her about
their meeting for many births
and separation due to incom-
petence. As she gets out of
this flash, she hears
Katyayan’s call to kill
Mahisasur and gets furious. 

Devi Parvati takes
Goddess Durga’s form to

kill Mahisasur 

Nisha Rawal:
I could definitely

carve my niche
in this oceanic

world of OTT
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Pallekele, Jul 07 (PTI):

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur and Pooja Vastrakar
produced solid all-round
performances as Indian
women cantered to a 39-run
victory over a clueless Sri
Lanka in the final ODI on
Thursday to complete a 3-0
rout.

Harmanpreet (75 off 88
balls and 1/21 in 5 overs)
and Vastrakar (56 not out
off 65 balls, and 2/32) first
bailed the team out with a
97-run seventh wicket stand
that ensured a decent total
of 255 for 9 for the visitors.

The bowlers then execut-
ed the plans perfectly to
shot out the hosts for 216 in
47.3 overs with both
Harmanpreet and
Vastrakar chipping in with
crucial breakthroughs.

With this series win, the
Indian women clinched
their fourth consecutive bi-
lateral series victory
against the island nation.

The women's side had
earlier won ODI series in
2013, 2015, and 2018.

Having already sealed a
series win, Harmanpreet's
unit came into the final
game as a confident bunch,
something which the
Lankans distinctly lacked
from the very onset.

With nothing to lose, Sri
Lankan skipper Chamari
Athapaththu won the toss
and sent the Indians to bat
on a surface that is mostly
known to favour teams bat-
ting first. Buoyed by the
outstanding performances
in the second ODI, openers

Shafali Verma and Smriti
Mandhana, however, failed
to make a big impact.

Mandhana was the first
to depart (6 off 20 balls) as
she fell victim to a length
delivery from Kavisha
Dilhari after her attempted
cut landed in keeper's
gloves. With a half-century
under her belt, Shafali, con-
tinued her good form get-
ting to 49 off 50 balls with

some crisp shots.
She missed on her second

half-century on trot by a
whisker, after Rashmi Silva
trapped her leg before.

With 155 runs from three
matches and with an im-
pressive average of 77.50,
Shafali finished as the lead-
ing run scorer in the three-
match ODI series.

With Shafali departing at
a crucial juncture, India

suddenly had a middle-
order collapse as they were
left tottering at 124 for 6 be-
fore Harmanpreet turned
the tables around in style.

The Indian skipper bat-
ted with a lot of responsibil-
ity throughout her innings
and made the best of the
short balls deployed by the
Lankan bowlers to hit
seven fours and two mas-
sive sixes.

It is worth noting that
majority of Harmanpreet
boundaries came through
the mid-wicket region and
she was rock-solid on the
leg side as well.

Harmanpreet completed
her fifty with a brilliant six
over deep mid-wicket re-
gion, as she got low and
clobbered a floated delivery
from off-spinner Oshadi
Ranasinghe to clear the
boundary for a maximum.

While Harmanpreet
played the captain's knock,
Vastrakar played the role of
a perfect second fiddle,
courtesy three free-flowing
sixes to hit her second fifty
in women's ODI.

When Sri Lanka started
the chase, skipper
Athapaththu (44 off 41
balls) and Hasini Perera (39
off 57 balls) did show posi-
tive intent adding 56 for the
second wicket but things
wnet downhill after the
home team skipper was dis-
missed.

They found Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (3/36 in 10 overs)
difficult to get away while
most of the bowlers kept
the home team under tight
leash.

Harmanpreet, Pooja shine as
India clean sweep Lanka 3-0

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 07 (PTI):

India's two-time
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu and compatriot HS
Prannoy cruised to the
quarterfinals of the
Malaysia Masters with
straight-game wins here
on Thursday.

Sindhu, who is seeded
seventh, made short work
of the world number 32

China's Zhang Yi Man 21-
12 21-10 in just 28 minutes
in the women's singles sec-
ond round clash.

However, a tough con-
test awaits the former
World Champion, current-
ly ranked seventh in the
world, as she will cross
swords with her nemesis
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese
Taipei in the last eight.

Sindhu has a dismal 5-16

head-to-head record
against the world No. 2,
who had also beaten the
Indian in the quarterfinals
of the Malaysia Open last
week.

In the men's singles con-
test, Prannoy eked out a
21-19 21-16 Wang Tzu Wei
of Chinese Taipei to book
a quarterfinal against
Japan's Kanta
Tsuneyama.

However, B Sai Praneeth
and former
Commonwealth Games
champion Parupalli
Kashyap bowed out of the
competition.

While Paneeth lost to Li
She Feng of China 14-21 17-
21 in 42 minutes, Kashyap
was dispatched 10-21 15-21
by sixth seed Indonesian
Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting.

Sindhu, Prannoy glide into
Malaysia Masters quarterfinals

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's ploy of try-
ing to negate swing by
meeting the ball early has
backfired, feels the leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar,
whose advise in English
conditions has always been
about playing as late as
possible.

Kohli, who is now just
four months short of com-
pleting three years without
an international ton,
scored 11 and 20 in the re-
cently concluded resched-
uled Test against England
that India lost by seven
wickets. "The trick to play
in England is to play as late
as possible. Then you are
allowing the ball to do its
bit and then you are play-
ing the ball. From what lit-
tle I saw in the highlights, it
seemed Kohli was looking
to reach for the ball, trying
to play the ball early,"
Gavaskar said on 'Sports
Today'.

He pointed out that Kohli
had enjoyed success in
England in 2018 as he
looked to play the ball very

late. "Therefore, he was not
looking like he was in 2018
when he was looking to
play it very late around the
off-stump."

Gavaskar feels the rea-
son behind Kohli's new ap-
proach could be the dip in
form and paucity of runs
in recent years. These are
times when one tends to
play every ball and it often
fraught with danger.

"This could possibly be
his issue because he hasn't
been among the runs.
When you are not in form,
you look to play almost
every ball, hit each one of
them, in a bid to score
runs. Maybe that's some-
thing that can he look at."

Kohli trying to play the
ball early: Gavaskar

Wimbledon, Jul 07 (PTI):

Trailblazing Indian ten-
nis star Sania Mirza's swan-
song appearance at
Wimbledon ended in a
semi-final defeat to defend-
ing champions Neal
Skupski and Desirae
Krawczyk in the mixed dou-
bles event here.

Mirza and her Croatian
partner Mate Pavic, seeded
sixth, went down 6-4 5-7 4-6
to Skupski of Great Britain
and American Krawczyk in
two hours 16 minutes on
Wednesday night.

The 35-year-old Mirza is
India's most accomplished
woman tennis player, hav-
ing won six Grand Slam ti-
tles, including three mixed
doubles trophies. She was
aiming to complete a
Career Slam in mixed dou-
bles.

She had won the the
mixed doubles titles at the
2009 Australian Open and
the 2012 French Open with
Mahesh Bhupathi and the

2014 US Open with
Brazillian Bruno Soares.

"The tears, fight and the
struggle.. the work we put
in is all worth it in the end
..it wasn't meant to be this
time at Wimbledon but you
have been nothing but spec-

tacular its been an honor to
play here and win here over
the last 20 years ..i will miss
you Until we meet again,"
Mirza tweeted on Thursday.

Mirza and Pavic, both
multiple-time Grand Slam
winners, dominated the

first set on the back of a
strong serve.

Mirza, who is in her last
year on tour, and Pavic
looked on course to sealing
the match as they led 4-2 in
the second set but the duo
lost five of the next six
games as Skupski and
Krawczyk, seeded second,
forced the decider.

In the decider, Mirza and
Pavic drew first blood as
they broke their opponent's
serve but were immediately
broken back.

In the 12th game, Pavic
double faulted twice with
Skupski and Krawczyk con-
verting the match point.

This is Mirza's best
mixed doubles perform-
ance at the All England
Club. She had previously
reached the quarterfinals
in 2011, 2013 and 2015.

Mirza, a six-time Grand
Slam winner, had earlier
announced that she would
hang up her racquet at the
conclusion of the 2022 sea-
son.

Galle, Jul 07 (AP):

Sri Lanka has suffered a

huge blow in its bid to square

its two-Test series against

Australia after four cricketers

tested positive for COVID-19

and had to be replaced.

In coronavirus tests on

Wednesday, three players from

the first Test were positive:

Leg-spinner Jeffrey

Vandersay, fast bowler Asitha

Fernando, and all-rounder

Dhananjaya de Silva. Left-arm

spinner Praveen

Jayawickrama was already in

isolation after testing positive

earlier in the week.

They were ruled out of the

second test starting on Friday

at Galle Stadium. Vandersay

made his debut in the first

Test Australia won by 10 wick-

ets in three days last week.

Sri Lanka added spinners

Prabath Jayasuriya, Maheesh

Theekshana, Lakshan

Sandakan and Dunith

Wellalage in the squad and

two of them are expected to

partner Ramesh Mendis, who

played in the first test.

Apart from Sandakan,

whose last test was in 2018, the

other new additions were yet

to play a test.

De Silva is likely to be re-

placed by squad member and

backup batsman Kamindu

Mendis. The Sri Lankan camp

will have another round of

tests on Thursday, and skipper

Dimuth Karunaratne feared

more players will be with-

drawn. "It is very difficult to

say the (team) combination,"

Karunaratne said.

"We have picked 13 players

but before we select the final

11, we have another antigen

test and from that we have to

find whether there are any

more positive cases. Only after

that can we announce our

playing 11."

One piece of good news was

former captain Angelo

Mathews, who tested positive

for COVID during the first

Test, has been cleared and will

take part in the second Test.

Sri Lanka depleted
for 2nd Test after

4 players get virus

New Delhi, Jul 07:

As former Indian skip-
per Mahendra Singh
Dhoni turned 41 on
Thursday, the cricket fra-
ternity showered their
heartfelt wishes on
'Captain Cool'.

Virat Kohli extended
wishes to former Indian
skipper. Taking to his
Instagram, Virat posted a
video with Dhoni and
wrote, "A leader like no
other. Thanks for every-
thing you have done for
Indian cricket. You be-
came more like an elder
brother for me. Nothing
but love and respect al-
ways. Happy birthday
skip."

"Very very happy birth-
day to you @msdhoni. My
best wishes are always
with you! Have the most
wonderful year ahead.
Love always," tweeted for-
mer India spinner,
Harbhajan Singh.

Former India opener

Virender Sehwag extend-
ed wishes to Dhoni. "Till
the time full stop doesn't
come, a sentence isn't com-
pleted. Till the time Dhoni
is at the crease, the match

isn't completed. Not all
teams have the fortune to
have a person like Dhoni,
Happy B'day to a gem of a
person & player, MS
Dhoni. Om Helicopteraya

Namaha," he tweeted.
"An idol & an inspira-

tion Here's wishing @msd-
honi - former #TeamIndia
Captain & one of the finest
to have ever graced the
game - a very happy birth-
day," said the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India. "Dada taught us
youngsters how to win and
Dhoni made it into a habit.
Two great leaders from dif-
ferent eras born just a day
apart. Happy birthday to
the men who shaped
Indian cricket,"
Mohammad Kaif tweeted.

"Happy Birthday to my
big brother. Thank you for
being my biggest support-
er and mentor in every
phase of life, may god
bless you and your family
with good health always.
Much love to you mahi
bhai. Wishing you a great
year ahead! @msdhoni
#HappyBirthdayDhoni,"
Suresh Raina shared a
heartfelt message on
Twitter.

Wimbledon, Jul 06 (AP):

Wincing from abdomi-
nal pain, unable to ply
his customary relentless
style of tennis, Rafael
Nadal thought he might
need to stop playing in
the Wimbledon quarter-
finals against Taylor
Fritz.

Up in the Centre Court
stands, Nadal's father
was waving his arms,
motioning to the 22-time
Grand Slam champion to
quit. Not surprisingly,
perhaps, he didn't listen.

Nadal stayed out there,
adjusted his service mo-
tion and his strategy and
figured out a way to win.

With much of the
crowd roaring and
standing after Nadal's
best strokes, he twice
erased one-set deficits
against the 11th-seeded
Fritz and emerged with
3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4)
victory Wednesday to
reach his eighth semifi-
nal at the All England
Club. "For a lot of mo-
ments," Nadal said, "I
was thinking, Maybe I
will not be able to finish
the match.'"

He did complete it, but
said he couldn't be sure
whether he will be able
to play Friday against
Nick Kyrgios, a 27-year-
old Australian who
earned his Grand Slam
semifinal debut with a 6-
4, 6-3, 7-6 (5) victory over
Cristian Garin of Chile.

"I don't know exactly

what I have. It's clear
something's not right,"
said Nadal, who will get
tests Thursday for an
issue that first cropped
up nearly a week ago but
got much worse at 3-1 in
the first set against
Fritz. "I'm obviously
worried."

The other men's semi-
final is Novak Djokovic
against Cam Norrie. The
women's semifinals
Thursday are 2019 cham-
pion Simona Halep
against Elena Rybakina,
and Ons Jabeur against
Tatjana Maria. Halep
eliminated Amanda
Anisimova 6-2, 6-4, and
Rybakina defeated Ajla
Tomljanovic 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Nadal got to his 38th
career major semifinal
by denying what would
have been a first such ap-
pearance for Fritz, who
beat Nadal in the hard-
court final at Indian
Wells, California, in
March. That ended a 20-
match winning streak
for Nadal, who was both-
ered that day by a
painful rib injury.

This time, the problem
was a muscle in his
stomach area, which had
some athletic tape.
Nadal left the court with
a trainer for a medical
timeout while up 4-3 in
the second set; Fritz
paced around the base-
line, waiting. A doctor
gave Nadal some pills;
the trainer tried to relax
the muscle.

Nadal gets past
Fritz at Wimbledon;

Kyrgios next

Sania bids adieu to Wimbledon with semifinal loss Cricket fraternity rejoices as Dhoni turns 41

On Wednesday night, Sakshi Singh Dhoni posted a pic on
Instagram of her husband bringing in his 41st birthday in London.

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The NCERT has deleted
chapters on critical issues
such as climate change and
monsoon from the syllabus
to reduce the load on stu-
dents in view of Covid dis-
ruptions in the last two
years, claimed a group of
college and university
teachers fighting climate
change. According to offi-
cials, the NCERT has
trimmed the curriculum
for Classes 6 to 12 to "re-
duce the content load" on

students in light of the
Covid pandemic. Around 30
per cent of the syllabi has
been reduced for this aca-
demic session, they said.
The Teachers Against the
Climate Crisis (TACC)
claimed that the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) removed an en-
tire chapter on the green-
house effect from the Class
11 geography syllabus, a
chapter on weather, cli-
mate, and water from the
Class 7 syllabus, and infor-
mation about the monsoon
from the Class 9 syllabus.
They demanded the

NCERT reinstates the chap-
ters and that different
facets of the climate crisis
be taught to all senior
school students, in multiple
languages and varied disci-
plines. "The COVID-19 pan-
demic has resulted in a
massive disruption to regu-
lar learning schedules all
over the country... In the
context of the ensuing
'learning deficit', it may
seem understandable that
the NCERT seeks to reduce
students' workload by
culling material that over-
laps with similar material
or is 'irrelevant in the pres-
ent context'. "However,

none of these concerns ap-
plies to fundamental issues
such as climate change sci-
ence, the Indian monsoon,
and the other chapters that
have been deleted," the
TACC said. In fact, relevant
climate change science is
being continuously updat-
ed through thousands of
peer-reviewed papers pub-
lished annually and crucial
compilations such as the
IPCC's latest report earlier
this year as well as the first
climate change report for
the Indian region from the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology published in
2020, it observed.

National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA) Presidential candidate Droupadi Murmu with Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal during her visit to Guwahati, Thursday.

POLL CAMPAIGN

Chefs of IIHM Institute of Patisserie and Culinary (IIPC) display various varieties of
chocolates on the occasion of World Chocolate Day, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

WORLD CHOCOLATE DAY

‘Assam govt to spend Rs 810 cr to settle issues’

Guwahati, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Assam govern-
ment will spend Rs 810
crore to resolve issues
concerning two defunct
paper mills of Hindustan
Paper Corporation Ltd,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on
Thursday.

Out of this amount,
banks will have to be
paid Rs 150 crore and the
Assam Power
Distribution Company
Ltd (APDCL) around Rs
60-80 crore, while the re-
maining amount will be
distributed among the
employees of the Nagaon

and Cachar paper mills
at Jagiroad and
Panchgram, Sarma said.
The chief minister was

speaking at the ceremo-
nial distribution of the
relief package to the
paper mill employees
here.

The state government
will regularise the pen-
sion of the retired em-
ployees by depositing the
due amount, which the
HPCL should have paid ,
with the Provident Fund
Commissioner, Sarma
said. The Assam govern-
ment will also pay the
gratuity amount, while
the salary of the employ-
ees will be deposited by
the liquidator, he said.

Appointment letters
were also given to 66 em-

ployees of the paper mills
in various government
departments. A trust will
be set up with a corpus of
Rs 25 crore, and the inter-
est earned from it will be
used to help former em-
ployees during any situa-
tion of distress.

HPCL's two paper mills
Cachar Paper Mill and
Panchgram in
Hailakandi district, and
Nagaon Paper Mill at
Jagiroad in Morigaon
district have been non-
functional since October
2015 and March 2017 re-
spectively, with employ-
ees not receiving salaries
for the past five years.

Mumbai, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra
Government will pro-
vide land in Koregaon-
Satara area for the pro-
posed Bengaluru-
Mumbai industrial cor-
ridor, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said on
Thursday. Shinde made
the announcement at
the first meeting of the
apex authority for in-
dustrial corridor proj-
ects which he attended
virtually, a release from
his office said here.

The industrial corri-
dor project has not
taken off due to un-
availability of land,
hence Shinde an-
nounced that land will
be provided in
Koregaon-Satara belt
and acquisition will be
made expeditiously, it
said. He also raised the
issue of expediting the
work of a `bulk drug park'

near Dighi port in
Maharashtra, and Union

finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman assured at

the meeting that a spe-
cial review of the proj-
ect will be conducted by
October, the release
said.

Shinde also seconded
the proposal of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan
about the Varanasi-
Mumbai industrial cor-
ridor. A textile park,
medical park and bulk
drug park are proposed
to be set up in
Maharashtra and if the
Centre gave the nod,
work can start immedi-
ately, Shinde said.

The Auric City in
Shendra-Bidkin indus-
trial area in
Aurangabad district
has got good response
and attracted invest-
ment of Rs 5,542 crore,
the chief minister said.
About three lakh jobs
will be generated

through this investment,
he added.

Delhi bizman’s driver 
flees with ‘Rs 18 lakh’

Noida, Jul 07 (PTI): 

The police in Uttar
Pradesh's Greater Noida on
Thursday arrested a driver
who had fled with the
money of his Delhi-based
employer after leaving him
along a highway during
their ride to Bulandshahr,
officials said. The employ-
er, a businessman who had
asked the driver to stop the
car on the highway to at-
tend nature's call around 9
pm on Wednesday, alleged
in his complaint to the po-
lice that he was carrying Rs
18 lakh cash and other ex-
pensive items like a laptop
with him.

However, when the police
arrested the accused driver
and his three relatives from
Mathura Thursday morn-
ing, they recovered Rs 81

lakh cash and all other
items, including the busi-
nessman's Hyundai Creta,
a senior official said. The
incident took place near
the Luharli toll plaza on the
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway under Dadri
police station limits and
four people, including the
driver, his wife, sister and
brother-in-law, have been
arrested for hatching the
plan, the official said.

The businessman, who
lives in Delhi's Dwarka
area, said he was in tension
after the incident because
of which he mistakenly
mentioned Rs 18 lakh in the
complaint to the police in-
stead of Rs 81 lakh cash
that he was carrying with
him, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida) Meenakshi
Katyayan told PTI. The ar-
rested accused have been
presented in a local court
and the recovered cash,

along with other items,
have also been sent to the
court's custody. The busi-
nessman will have to pro-
duce evidence in the court
now to reclaim the addi-
tional money as per proce-
dures, the officer added.

Driver Sonu Chauhan
had been working with
businessman Sanjeev
Kumar Agarwal for 15
years, according to the po-
lice. Chauhan, his wife
Pushpa, sister Shweta
Singh and Shweta's hus-
band Karnveer Singh had
hatched the plan at the dri-
ver's rented residence in
Delhi's Uttam Nagar, the
police said. On Wednesday
evening, Agarwal was on
his way to his factory in
Anoopshahar area of
Bulandshahr district from
Delhi but his driver fled
with the car containing the
cash after the businessman
got down for a toilet break,
the police said.

Alt News co-founder
moves SC for bail

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on Friday
the plea of Alt News co-
founder Mohammed
Zubair for quashing the
FIR and bail in connection
with a case registered
against him in the Sitapur
district of Uttar Pradesh
for allegedly outraging re-
ligious feelings. A vaca-
tion bench of Justices
Indira Banerjee and JK
Maheshwari said on
Thursday that the matter
be listed on Friday subject
to clearance from the
Chief Justice of India.

"Let the matter be listed
on July 8, 2022, before the
appropriate Bench subject
to assignment," the bench
said in its order. During
the hearing, senior advo-

cate Colin
Gonsalves, ap-
pearing for
Zubair, said his
a n t i c i p a t o r y
bail was reject-
ed by the
Allahabad High
Court and sub-
sequently he
was arrested. He
said that Zubair
is the co-founder of Alt
News and his job is to fact-
check news and he was
doing the role of identify-
ing hate speeches.

"A look at the FIR shows
that there is no crime but
there is a threat to his life
as people out there are
threatening him," he said
while urging the court to
list the matter urgently. An
FIR was lodged against
Zubair in Uttar Pradesh

under IPC sec-
tion 295A (delib-
erate and mali-
cious act intend-
ed to outrage re-
ligious feelings)
and section 67 of
the IT Act here
on a complaint
by Hindu Sher
Sena Sitapur
district presi-

dent Bhagwan Sharan on
June 1. Zubair was arrest-
ed by the Delhi Police on
June 27 for allegedly hurt-
ing religious sentiments
through one of his tweets.

The Delhi Police has in-
voked new provisions --
sections 120B (criminal
conspiracy) and 201 (de-
struction of evidence) of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and section 35 of the
Foreign Contribution

(Regulation) Act -- against
Zubair. The appeal of
Zubair against the
Allahabad High Court
order of June 10 was filed
through advocate Satya
Mitra.

The petition said it is a
"new police strategy for
registering FIRs in hate
crime cases against the
criminals as well as those
monitoring and protest-
ing hate crimes." 

Zubair said that the al-
legations in the im-
pugned FIR (lodged in
Sitapur) even if taken on
its face value and if ac-
cepted in entirety do not
prima facie disclose any
offence, and that is a fit
ground for quashing of
FIR, as has been held in a
catena of judgements of
the apex court.

p UP cops nab him
with ‘Rs 81 lakh’
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Quashing of FIR lodged in UP

66 of 67 Sena ex-
councillors in

Thane civic body
back Shinde camp
Thane, Jul 07 (PTI): In a
setback to the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
group, 66 out of the 67 for-
mer party corporators of
the Thane Municipal
Corporation (TMC) have ex-
tended support to the fac-
tion led by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde. The term of the 131-
member TMC, which has
been a stronghold of the
Shiv Sena, ended sometime
back and its elections are
due. The 66 former Sena cor-
porators, led by ex-mayor
Naresh Mhaske, met CM
Shinde at his 'Nandanvan'
bungalow in Mumbai on
Wednesday night and ex-
tended support to him, a re-
lease from Shinde's office
said. Last month, Shinde
had launched a rebellion
against the Sena and major-
ity of the party MLAs sided
with him, which led to the
collapse of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government in the
state led by Uddhav
Thackeray.

‘Land near Satara for Bengaluru-
Mumbai industrial corridor’

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde being presented
a bouquet by his son and Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde
after he assumed charge of the office, at Mantralaya in
Mumbai, Thursday.

Of two defunct paper mills

Teachers’ express dismay over deletion 
of chapters on environment issues

p In NCERT syllabi

New Delhi, Jul 07 (PTI): 

At a time when there are
debates about uniform
civil code versus religious
personal laws, a book
analyses who is a Parsi.
Author Prochy N Mehta
says the tales "we have
heard for generations, and
what has been handed
down to us as history of
the Parsi community in
India, have often been
rather fictitious".

The perception, for ex-
ample, that the Parsis have
always been an affluent
community, is a modern-
day myth devoid of any
true value, she argues.

The story of the arrival
of the Parsis in India, the
most important chapter in
that history, is itself
shrouded in mystery, she
says. In "Who is a Parsi",
Mehta attempts to "set that

record straight and lift the
veil from the glorious his-
tory of our people".

She says she wishes to
"handhold the reader in
this journey through the
lanes and bylanes of our
history - from the time of
the writing of the poem
'Quissa-i-Sanjan' in 1599,
when Parsi recorded histo-
ry actually begins, to the
20th century".

The author also adds,
"As you must be knowing
children of Parsi intermar-
ried women face discrimi-
nation. In this book I try to
show that there is no legal,
religious, social or age-old
custom on which it is
based."

The book, published by
Niyogi Books, documents
through letters, newspaper
articles, and court tran-
scripts from cases, the
views of prominent Parsis

like Dadabhoy Navroji,
Ratan D Tata, Ratan J Tata,
Sir Dinshaw Maneckji
Petit, Sir Jehangir
Cawasjee Jehangir,
Rustumji Byramji
Jeejeebhoy, Homi J.
Bhabha, K R Cama, and
many others who stood up
and fought for what they
believed in - that Parsi and

Zoroastrian meant the
same thing.

The author also depicts
the dichotomy of the com-
munity in the 20th century,
between the orthodox and
the reformist groups and
explains the anomaly of
how the reformists who fol-
lowed the original
Mazdayasna or Parsi reli-
gion, constituted the real
orthodoxy.

There was a reform
movement led by the high
priests of the community
and the most influential
members of society for a
return to the pristine puri-
ty of the original
Zoroastrian religion.

The book also tells how
the Parsis found shelter
and a peaceful environ-
ment to grow and prosper
as a community in India
and contributed signifi-
cantly to the society.

In the foreword to the
book, veteran Supreme
Court advocate Fali S
Nariman writes, "A proud
boast of Parsis is that they
belong to the world's most
ancient monotheistic reli-
gion. As a matter of histor-
ical fact, they do.

"But presently - with the
steep decline in birth-rate,
the entire community is in
jeopardy; it is believed, by
many, that Parsi personal
law is largely responsible
for this plight: which is
precisely the theme
around which this well-re-
searched and liberally-il-
lustrated book has been
written."

Mehta has won 71
medals at international
athletic meets including 52
gold medals. She is the
Asian record holder in 400
metres and triple jump in
the women's 40+age group.

Who is a Parsi? Book seeks to answer


