
Lifer
KKaappuurrtthhaallaa:: A court here
awarded life imprison-
ment to three youths in
connection with the kid-
napping and gruesome
murder of a 14-year-old
boy for ransom.
Kapurthala District and
Sessions Judge
Amarinder Singh on
Monday awarded the sen-
tence to the three youths.

Suicide
SSoonneebbhhaaddrraa  ((UUPP)):: A 27-
year-old woman, along
with her two children,
allegedly committed sui-
cide by jumping in front
of a goods train in Karma
area here, police said on
Tuesday. Ajita, along with
her children Saurabh (4)
and Raunak (6), jumped
in front of the train near
Kekrahi railway station on
Monday, they said.

Electrocuted 
KKoollkkaattaa:: A 35-year-old
man was electrocuted to
death in Kolkata's Tangra
area on Tuesday in a re-
run of two similar such
incidents that happened in
the city in the last few
days. A minor fire broke
out at an eatery run by
Bunty Halder at Gobindo
Khatick Road around 9 am.
When he tried to escape,
he came in contact with
the shutter of the shop
and was electrocuted to
death, police said.

Flights
KKoollkkaattaa:: Bhutan-based
Drukair, after almost a
gap of two years, has
resumed scheduled flight
services between Paro
and Bangkok via
Bagdogra in West Bengal,
officials said on Tuesday.
The airline had suspend-
ed its operations on the
route due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Events
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The
Telangana government
would organise a week-
long event from July 7 to
showcase the rich history
of the Kakatiya dynasty.
Telangana IT and
Industries Minister K T
Rama Rao, state Tourism,
Culture and Archeology
Minister V Srinivas Goud
and others released a
brochure on the event on
Tuesday.

Mishap
MMaatthhuurraa:: A 25-year-old
man was killed and two
injured when a roadways
bus they were travelling
in rammed into a truck
parked on the Delhi-Agra
National Highway, police
said on Tuesday. The
accident occurred around
12 am on Monday in front
of Sanjay College when
the bus was returning
from Delhi, they said.
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Korba, Jul 05: 

A man and his 10-year-
old nephew died after
being struck by lightning
amid heavy rains at a vil-
lage in Korba district, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The incident took place
on Monday at Badebanka
village in Katghora police
station area, where the
victims, Dilip Rohidas (21)
and his nephew Vicky
Rohidas, had gone fishing
in a pond, an official said.

The victims and two oth-
ers, all hailing from Malda
village, had gone fishing
when it started raining
heavily, he said.

The victims, who took
shelter under a tree, were
struck by lightning and
died on the spot, he said.

A police team rushed to
the spot and the bodies
were sent for post-mortem,
the official said, adding
that an accidental death
report (ADR) has been reg-
istered in this regard.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

The highly transmissible
strain of Omicron's BA.2
sub-variant BA.2.75 has
been documented to have a
limited circulation in India,
official sources said on
Tuesday, underlining that
this lineage has so far not
been recorded to have en-
hanced severity or the
spread of the disease.

Currently, the predomi-
nant circulating variant of
concern of SARS-CoV-2 is
Omicron VoC and globally,
the BA.2 Omicron lineage
has been seen to replace the
BA.1 lineage, the sources
said. In India, BA.2.75 has
been documented to have a
limited circulation and so

far, this lineage has not been
documented to have en-
hanced severity or the
spread of the disease.

As the BA.2 lineage is
evolving, many of its sub-
lineages are now developing
with a set of distinct muta-
tions. B.2.75 is a similar sub-
lineage of BA.2. The sources
also said it is critical to con-
tinue to monitor the spread
of this sub-lineage and also
the other emerging sub-line-
ages of Omicron. The scale
of genomic sequencing
needs to be expanded and
maintained for an early de-
tection of the variant
strains of SARS-CoV-2.
BA.2.75 -- the second genera-
tion of the BA.2 variants --
has high transmissibility
and is being said to be be-
hind the recent increase in
the number of COVID-19
cases in the country.

New Delhi/Karachi, Jul 05 (PTI):

SpiceJet's Delhi-Dubai
flight was on Tuesday di-
verted to Karachi as the
fuel indicator started mal-
functioning, officials of the
aviation regulator DGCA
said.

This is at least the sixth
incident of technical mal-
function happening on
SpiceJet aircraft in the last
17 days.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
investigating the Tuesday's
incident, along with the
previous five incidents, the
officials noted.

The Boeing 737 Max air-
craft -- which was heading
from Delhi to Dubai -- start-
ed showing unusual fuel
quantity reduction from its
left tank when it was mid-
air, they said. Therefore, the

plane was diverted to
Karachi, they noted.

When an inspection was
done at the Karachi airport,
no visual leak was observed
from the left tank, they
added.

An official of Pakistan
Civil Aviation Authority
(PCCA) confirmed that the
SpiceJet aircraft has made
an emergency landing at
the Karachi airport after
developing a technical fault
after it left New Delhi for
Dubai. The pilot of flight no
SG 11 contacted the control
tower while flying over
Pakistan airspace and said

the aircraft had developed
some technical fault. He re-
quested an emergency land-
ing. He was given permis-
sion to land on humanitari-
an grounds, the PCAA offi-
cial confirmed.

He said there were
around 100 passengers on
the flight.

In a statement on
Tuesday, SpiceJet earlier
said, On July 5, 2022,
SpiceJet B737 aircraft oper-
ating flight SG-11 (Delhi-
Dubai) was diverted to
Karachi due to an indicator
light malfunctioning. The
aircraft landed safely at
Karachi and passengers
were safely disembarked."

"No emergency was de-
clared and the aircraft
made a normal landing.
There was no earlier report
of any malfunction with
the aircraft," it mentioned.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Twenty airports have
been equipped with ambu-
lifts to help flyers with dis-
ability or reduced mobility
in boarding an aircraft
under the Centre's
Accessible India cam-
paign, the Disability
Affairs Department said.

These airports include
Vijayawada, Kanpur, Port
Blair, Jodhpur, Belgaum,
Silchar, Jharsuguda,
Rajkot and Hubli, officials
said. The initiative has
been taken to facilitate
passengers with reduced

mobility, 'divyang' trav-
ellers on wheelchair and
passengers on stretchers
during their air travel.

The department also
said India's 35 internation-
al airports and 55 out of 69
domestic airports are now
accessible to 'divyangjan'
with accessibility features,
and 41 airports are fully
equipped with aerobridges
and 20 airports have been
equipped with ambulifts
under the Accessible India
campaign.

Ambulifts are used as a
boarding vehicle for dis-
abled passengers, passen-
gers with reduced mobili-
ty or disabled air-trav-
ellers, or people using
wheelchairs or the elderly
with mobility issues.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday conducted search-
es at 44 places across the
country in a money laun-
dering investigation
against Chinese smart-
phone manufacturing
company Vivo and related
firms, officials said.

The searches are being
carried out under sections
of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) at locations in sev-
eral states including in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Maharashtra
and others. The agency is

conducting searches at 44
places related to Vivo and
associated companies,
they said.

A query sent by PTI to
Vivo did not elicit a re-
sponse. The news piece
will be updated once the
company issues a state-
ment.

The federal agency filed
a money laundering case
after taking cognisance of
a recent Delhi Police (eco-
nomic offences wing) FIR
against a distributor of the
agency based in Jammu
and Kashmir where it was
alleged that few Chinese
shareholders in that com-
pany forged their identify

documents. The ED sus-
pects this alleged forgery
was done to launder ille-
gally generated funds
using shell or paper com-
panies and some of these
"proceeds of crime" were
diverted abroad or put in
some other businesses by
skirting Indian tax and en-
forcement agencies. The
action is being seen as part
of the Union government's
continued crackdown
against Chinese entities
and their linked Indian op-
eratives indulging in seri-
ous financial crimes like
money laundering and tax
evasion while operating
here.

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

A group of former
judges and bureaucrats on
Tuesday criticised the
Supreme Court's recent
observations against sus-
pended Bharatiya Janata
Party member Nupur
Sharma, alleging that the
apex court surpassed the
'Laxman rekha' and call-
ing for 'urgent rectifica-
tion' steps.

'In the annals of judici-
ary, the unfortunate com-
ments have no parallel and
are indelible scar on the
justice system of the
largest democracy. Urgent
rectification steps are

called for as these have po-
tentially serious conse-
quences on democratic
values and security of the
country,' the statement
signed by 15 former
judges, 77 ex-all India serv-
ices officers and 25 veter-
ans said. The signatories
include former chief jus-
tice of the Bombay high
court Justice Kshitij Vyas,
former Gujarat high court
judge S M Soni, former
Rajasthan high court
judges R S Rathore and
Prashant Agarwal and for-
mer Delhi high court
judge S N Dhingra.

Former IAS officers R S
Gopalan and S Krishna

Kumar, retired ambassa-
dor Niranjan Desai, for-
mer DGPs S P Vaid and B
L Vohra, Lieutenant
General V K Chaturvedi
(retd) and Air Marshal S P
Singh (retd) have also
signed the statement
which said the Supreme
Court observations are not
in sync with judicial ethos.

'By no stretch these ob-
servations, which are not
part of the judicial order,
can be sanctified on the
plank of judicial propriety
and fairness. Such outra-
geous transgressions are
without parallel in the an-
nals of the judiciary,' the
statement claimed.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday alleged there are
talks that the Centre may dis-
solve Delhi Assembly and con-
vert the city into a full Union
territory, adding that any such
move will face stiff resistance
from residents.
Speaking in the Delhi
Assembly on the second day
of the monsoon session, he
claimed there are talks that
there will be no elections here.
There are talks that they (BJP)
will convert Delhi into a full
Union Territory (UT) and there
will be no next elections. By
hating Kejriwal, you have

started hating the country,
Kejriwal said to BJP MLAs in
the House. He said "Kejriwal is
not important, but the county
is". Hitting out at the BJP-led
Centre, the Delhi chief minis-
ter said, They fear the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and that is
why they do not want elec-
tions. Kejriwal will keep com-
ing and going. Kejriwal is not
important, but if you stop con-
ducting elections and shred
the constitution, this country
will be finished."

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Five people, including
one who goes by the alias
"Ramayani Chaiwala",
filed papers on Tuesday, the
first day of the nomination
process for the August 6
vice-presidential election.

The nomination papers
of one candidate were re-
jected for failing to furnish
a mandatory document.

July 19 is the last date for
filing nominations.

According to the details
available with the office of
the returning officer, K
Padmarajan of Salem dis-
trict in Tamil Nadu,

Pareshkumar Nanubhai
Mulani from Ahmedabad,
Hosmath Vijayanand from
Bengaluru and Naidugari
R a j a s e k h a r
Srimukhalingam from
Andhra Pradesh have filed
their nominations for the
vice-presidential polls.

Anand Singh
Khushwaha from Gwalior
in Madhya Pradesh, who
goes by the alias
"Ramayani Chaiwala", was
also among those who filed
nomination papers at the
returning officer's office in
Parliament. Though
Khushwaha's papers were
accepted, he did not submit
the security deposit of Rs
15,000.

HEAVY DOWNPOUR

Mumbai faces water-logging, traffic woes 

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Mumbai and its ad-
joining areas were
lashed by heavy showers
on Tuesday, causing
water-logging at a num-
ber of places, including
railway tracks, which
slowed the movement of
trains and vehicles on
roads.

Normal life was ad-
versely affected in the
metropolis and no imme-
diate respite was in sight
as the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) has
predicted moderate to
heavy rain in Mumbai
and its suburbs over the
next 24 hours, with a pos-
sibility of very heavy
showers at isolated
places, said civic offi-
cials.

Maharashtra's new
Chief Minister Eknath

Shinde took stock of the
situation and directed
state administration offi-
cials to take necessary
precautions and ensure
there was no loss of life
or damage to property.

The island city (south
Mumbai) received an av-

erage 95.81 mm rainfall
in the 24-hour period
ended at 8 am, while the
eastern and western sub-
urbs recorded 115.09 mm
and 116.73 mm rainfall,
respectively, during the
same period, they said.

Between 8 am and

11.30 am, the island city
received an average 41
mm rainfall, while the
eastern and western sub-
urbs got 85 mm and 55
mm showers, respective-
ly, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) officials said.

Suburban train servic-
es, considered the life-
line of Mumbai, were af-
fected on the Main and
Harbour corridors of the
Central Railway (CR)
due to water-logging on
tracks near Kurla,
Railway sources said.

There was also bunch-
ing of trains heading to-
wards the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT) in
south Mumbai on the
Main line, they said.
Tracks were inundated
in Sion, Kurla, Tilak
Nagar and Wadala areas
of the Central Railway
route, CR's chief public
relations officer Shivaji
Sutar said.

Commuters com-
plained of severe water-
logging in some subways
in Panvel, Khandeshwar
and Mansarovar stations
on the Harbour line in
neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, forcing them to
wade through ankle-
deep water.

̈ CM Shinde takes
stock of situation

Commuters wade through a waterlogged road following Monsoon rains, in Mumbai, Tuesday. 

Two killed in lightning strike 

The incident took place on
Monday at Badebanka village
in Katghora police station
area, where the victims, Dilip
Rohidas (21) and his nephew
Vicky Rohidas, had gone fish-
ing in a pond. The victims and
two others, all hailing from
Malda village, had gone fish-
ing when it started raining
heavily. The victims, who took
shelter under a tree, were
struck by lightning and died
on the spot, he said.

About the incident

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Twitter has moved the Karnataka
High Court, challenging the gov-
ernment's orders to take down
content under the new IT rules,
saying it is an abuse of power by
officials. The microblogging site
has challenged a government
order issued in June 2022, terming
the blocking orders "overbroad
and arbitrary", failed to provide
notice to the originators of the
content and disproportionate in
several cases. Sources aware of
the Twitter writ petition told PTI
that several requests placed by
the government are allegedly for
action against political content
that has been posted by official
handles of political parties and
the firm views blocking of such
information is a violation of the
freedom of speech guaranteed to
citizen users of the platform.

BBhhaattaappaarraa,,  JJuull  0055:: The owner of Mahalaxmi Jewellers while
returning home was looted by thieves in Rohara of Bhatapara on
Monday night. The thieves decamped with 25 Kg silver, 250 gms
gold and cash of Rs 3 lakh from his possession. As per informa-
tion in this regard the jewellery shop owner is having a shop in
the name of Mahalaxmi Jewellers in Rohara of Bhatapara dis-
trict. Like every day, he was returning home from his shop on
Tuesday night, when the thieves, already having information
about it, looted him of 25 Kg silver, 250 gms gold and Rs 3 lakh
in cash on a gun-point and ran away. 

Jeweller looted of 25 kg silver, 250 gms gold

TECHNICAL SNAG

Delhi-Dubai SpiceJet flight lands in Pak 20 airports equipped
with ambulifts

̈ To help ‘divyang’
flyers in boarding
aircraft

‘BA.2.75 sub-variant of Omicron
has limited circulation in India’
̈ Doesn’t enhance

disease spread’

‘SC’s observations against Nupur
Sharma not in sync with judicial ethos’

Twitter challenges

govt blocking order

MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE

ED conducts raids against Vivo

Talks to convert Delhi into
full UT, alleges Kejriwal

̈ Says move will face
stiff resistance

VICE-PRESIDENTIAL POLL

Five candidates, including
‘Ramayani Chaiwala’, file papers
̈ On day one

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees gather at Balkampet Yellamma Temple for the annual Kalyanotsavam and
Patnam festivities, in Hyderabad, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, Jul 05: 

In order to speed up the
redressal of the public
problems, the
Jandarshan will be held
in presence of the officers
of various departments.
From the coming week,
Jandarshan will be held
during the weekly TL
Meeting on Tuesdays at
the Collectorate
Auditorium, said
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena while ad-

dressing the officials dur-
ing the Time Limit
Meeting. Expressing his
views, Collector said that
for common citizens, the
official process of the
Collectorate is usually the
last step. Hence, if all the
officers are present in the
Jandarshan, better re-
sults could be achieved
with better coordination.

He spoke about giving
priority to the plans and
schemes of the state gov-
ernment and how the ad-

ministration could con-
nect with even the last
person. He further said
that from the next TL
meeting, the departments
will provide their depart-
ment’s agenda and work-
related information se-
quentially, on the basis of
which the works of vari-
ous departments will be
reviewed. He directed all
the officers to attend the
TL with updated informa-
tion and preparation. He
also reviewed the cases of

Jandarshan and directed
the officers to resolve the
pending cases at the earli-
est.

The Collector has said
to prepare a calendar for
review of each depart-
ment. Accordingly, differ-
ent departments will be
allotted different dates,
on which the depart-
ments will provide data
according to the respec-
tive agenda and give pre-
sentations on it.

In the review meeting,
the Collector asked for
special emphasis on the
schemes related to the
public interest of the
state government so that
the beneficiary oriented
schemes could reach the
people.

Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Additional
Collector Arvind Kumar
Ekka, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwani Devangan
and other officers were
present in the meeting.

Jandarshan to be held in 
presence of departmental officers 

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

The Curtain raiser
event for the Iconic week
under the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations
was held at Mahatma
Gandhi Kala Mandir on
Monday. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) graced the occasion
as Chief Guest. Shashi
Sinha, Mayor, Nagar Palik
Nigam, Risalli was the
Special Guest on the occa-

sion. KK Singh, ED I/c
(P&A), Dr AK Panda, ED
(Finance), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), CGMs and
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

The Curtain raiser
event started with a lec-
ture on ‘Role of
Chhattisgarh in India’s
freedom struggle’ by Dr
Kishore Kumar Aggarwal,
ex-Professor and

Historian. He began his
talk with the revolt of 1857
and threw light on the
freedom movement start-
ed by Gandhiji, which in-
volved farmers, women
and children. He elucidat-
ed the details of Gandhiji’s
visit to Durg in 1920. This
was followed by the
screening of a film ‘Amar
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh’. The film has been
made by Sarita Sahu, W/o
Yashwant Sahu,

AGM(TSD). A Book on
‘Amar Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh’ written by
Sarita Sahu was launched
on the occasion.

A cultural programme
with a wide variety of
songs was organised by
the Sports and Recreation
group of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. Jitendra
Manikpuri, Assistant
Manager (Rajbhasha) con-
ducted the proceedings of
the programme.

Curtain raiser event organised
for Iconic Week at Kala Mandir

Bhilai, Jul 05:

A Swacchata drive was
organised in Bhilai
Township to mark the
theme of Moving towards
Circular Economy under
the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations at
SAIL - Bhilai Steel Plant
on July 05, 2022.

Plastic bags removal
campaign was organised
by the Township depart-
ment which involved Jan
Bhagidari with the cam-
paign by Township offi-
cials, Sportspersons and
pedestrians. The area near
Apna bazaar, Civic centre
was cleaned and made
plastic free. KC Tripathi,
GM I/c (Township),
Sanjay Kumar, GM (TSD),
Dr GK Dubey, GM
(Horticulture), Dr NK
Jain, DGM (Horticulture),
KK Yadav, DGM (TSD), of-
ficials from TSD,
Township Personnel,
Volleyball, Boxing and
Kabaddi Sportspersons
and Pedestrians gathered
near the Apna Bazaar,
Civic centre, Bhilai and
cleaned the premises,
making it polythene free.

Senior officials of the
Town Services depart-
ment inspected the resting
facilities near Boria Gate
in the Township on July

05, 2022. This facility is
being developed and shall
be used by the drivers and
helpers of the heavy vehi-
cles which are moving in
and out of the Boria Gate.
This resting facility has
drinking, washing,
bathing & toilet facilities.
This is a modern facility
in Bhilai Township with
latest standards in terms
of quality and ambience.
This resting facility shall
be available for use to all
24x7.

A mobile van with the
theme of ‘Switch to Steel’

toured Bhilai Vidyalaya,
one of the oldest schools of
Bhilai on July 05, 2022.
Pamphlets with an appeal
to ‘Switch to Steel’ were
distributed in the school
and children took a pledge
to discard polythene. Later
the van moved from the of-
fice of the CSR depart-
ment in Bhilai to different
CSR villages including
Model Steel Village
Doomerdih, Village
Dundera, Ganiyaari,
Pachpedi, Mahkakala,
Chunkatta, Selud etc.
Posters on avoiding single

use plastic and pamphlets
were distributed to vil-
lages. The mobile van will
travel across the
Township, villages nearby
and Mines.

The Solid Liquid
Resource Management
Centre (SLRM) at Newai
was set up by SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant recently to
strengthen the efforts to-
wards environment sus-
tainability. Six Tonnes of
Plastic waste were recy-
cled and converted to gran-
ules on January 07, 2022
and despatched for the
first time from the SLRM
centre. The facility was in-
spected by a joint team of
the Township and
Environment manage-
ment department on July
05, 2022. DL Moitra, CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management), Uma
Katoch, Vishnu Pathak
and his team inspected the
SLRM centre alongwith
Township officials.

Outlet C Effluent
Treatment Plant was in-
spected by EnMd team of
DL Moitra, CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management), Uma
Katoch, K Praveen, VK
Pathak, Sandeep Mishra
from WMD and represen-
tatives of M/s Effwa on
July 05, 2022.

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

A district-level meeting
of Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, Durg was held at
BJP office in Durg on
Tuesday. Tejashwi Surya
is scheduled to visit
Chhattisgarh for the first
time on August 09 after
his appointment as
National President of
BJYM. The organisation
is planning to stage a
gherao of CM House in
Raipur under the leader-
ship of Tejasvi Surya.
BJYM will try to corner
the Congress State
Government over the is-
sues of unemployment
and unfulfilled promises
made in the manifesto. An
action plan was prepared
for movements and
demonstrations at
Mandal to District level
and from District to State
level from July 10.

Former MP of
Rajnandgaon, Abhishek
Singh, BJP State
Secretary Usha Tavari,
former Mayor and State
Working Committee
member Chandrika
Chandrakar, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, BJYM State
General Secretary and
Divisional Incharge
Tekeshwar Jain, BJYM
district in-charge Raju
Mahant , Ritu Mahilane,
District President Nitesh
Sahu, District General

Secretary Gaurav
Sharma, State Working
Committee members
Mordhwaj Sahu, Manoj
Sharma, Jitendra Sahu
Ritesh Sharma were pres-
ent. Delivering the
keynote speaker,
Abhishek Singh said that
Yuva Morcha is the
biggest strength of the
party. Yuva Morcha is for-
tunate to get the opportu-
nity of struggling for the
people. BJYM had an im-
portant role in ensuring
the party’s historical suc-
cesses. Once again, the
BJYM got the same time
and opportunity in
Chhattisgarh. The people
have been harassed for
the last three and a half
years due to the policies
and promises of the
Bhupesh government. A
big struggle has to be
launched against harass-
ment and false promises.

Usha Tavari said that
the BJYM is ready for
every task. Following the
ideals of Swami
Vivekananda, the Yuva
Morcha should continue
its struggle till the goal is
achieved. Protesting
against the Congress gov-
ernment in the state, Yuva
Morcha has to fight the
street battle with as-
sertiveness.

Giving detailed infor-
mation on the action plan
of the movement, State
General Secretary
Tekeshwar Jain said that
the Yuva Morcha has to
make the masses aware
and create an atmosphere
against the Bhupesh
Baghel government. The
movement will be
launched from the assem-
bly level followed by dis-
trict level and finally the
state level movement
against the state govern-

ment.
District in-charge Raju

Mahant said that Durg
district is the home dis-
trict of the Chief Minister
as well as four cabinet
ministers. Yuva Morcha is
constantly struggling
against the misuse of ad-
ministration. Yuva
Morcha is strongly rais-
ing its voice regarding the
issues of public interest.

District President
Nitesh Sahu said that
BJYM is working in an at-
tacking role against the
oppressive state govern-
ment. He assured that the
struggle would continue
till the Congress govern-
ment gets overthrown
from power. District
General Secretary Gaurav
Sharma conducted the
meeting while District
Vice President Rahul
Diwan proposed the vote
of thanks.

Hari Verma, Manish
Sahu, Amit Patel, Kewal
Devangan, Chandrakant
Sahu, Mukesh Sonkar,
Yogesh Sahu, Rahul
Bhatt, Dumendra
Deshmukh, Narayan Dutt
Tiwari, Dushyant Sahu,
Vipin Chavda, Ved Sahu,
Piyush Malviya, Rahul
Patil, Vikram Singh, Raja
Yadav, Kunal Sharma,
Pravesh Sharma, Rahul
Kumawat, Ujjwal
Tamrakar, Deepak Singh,
Trilok Sahu and others
were present.

Bhilai, July 05: 

The nine-day sojourn of
Lord Jagannath along
with his elder brother
Lord Balaram and
younger sister Devi
Subhadra is being cele-
brated here in a grand
manner amidst chanting
of ‘haribol’ and clanging

of cymbals at the
Gundicha Temples situat-
ed at Sector 10 and Sector
6. Hundreds of devotees
are participating in the re-
ligious events at both the
Gundicha Temples.

Hera Panchami festival,
one of the main rituals ob-
served during Rath Yatra
in Gundicha Temple was
celebrated on Tuesday. It is
celebrated on Ashada
Shukla Panchami, the fifth
day in the bright fortnight
of Ashad month in Oriya

calendar. Hera Panchami
festival is dedicated to
Goddess Lakshmi who ap-
pears anxious because her
husband (Jagannath) for-
gets to take her. When
Lord Jagannath returns
from his journey he for-
gets to take her along with
him. Goddess Lakshmi en-
ters the Gundicha Temple
through Badadanda and
returns secretly from the
‘Heragohri Sahi’ after
breaking a small piece of
Nandigosha Ratha. It is all

to teach a lesson to her
beloved husband.

Lord Jagannath is
stopped at Kalahata
Dwara on his return jour-
ney to his sanctum. There
he convinces his beloved
wife and on their reunion
Rasagollas are offered as
Prasada. A number of spe-
cial rituals like Mangla
Arati and Mailam are
being performed. Bhajan
Sandhyas programmes
have also been organized
at the venue. On the day,

direction of the chariots is
changed and they are
placed facing towards the
Jagannath Temple.

Here at Gundicha
Temple in Sector 10,
Sandhya Mohapatra per-
formed the rituals playing
the part of Goddess
Laxmi. Purohit Pitwas
Padhi conducted the reli-
gious rituals. At the con-
clusion of religious ritu-
als, bhandara was served
among devotees.

On the fifth day, Lord
Jagannath gave darshan
in Raghunath Bhesha.
Deities are giving darshan
in different bheshas dur-
ing the nine day sojourn.
President Virendra
Satpathi, General
Secretary Satyawan
Nayak, Basant Pradhan, D
Trinath, Anam Nahak,
Trinath Sahu, Bhim Swai,
Sushant Satpathi, BC
Biswal, Vrindavan Swai,
Prakash das, Niranjan
Maharana, Ranjan
Mahapatra, SC Patro,
Biskeshan Sahoo, Kavi
Biswal, VK Hota, Ramesh
Kumar Nayak,
Seemanchal Behra,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Shankar dalai, Santosh
Dalai, Prakash Swai,
Dandasi Patro, Bhim Sethi
and others have urged the
devotees to participate in
the religious event and
seek blessings of the
deities.

‘Hera Panchami’ celebrated on fifth day of sojourn 
Lord Jagannath gives darshan in Raghunath Bhesha

BJYM chalks out strategy to corner Cong Govt 

Pressure Cooker
Bomb recovered 

Bhilai, Jul 05: Border Security
Force once again foiled a naxal bid
by unearthing a Pressure Cooker
Bomb in Kanker. The container
packed with 3-kg explosives was
buried near a culvert on the road
connecting Antagrah to Koylibeda.
This Improvised Explosive Device
was allegedly planted by the nax-
als to target security forces and
common people. BSF officials posi-
tioned at Bhilai based Frontier
Headquarters informed that on the
basis of intelligence inputs, the
troops of 30th Battalion scanned
the road which connects Antagarh
to Koylibeda. The team found a
bomb planted near a culvert on
this road. The Bomb Squad from
Kanker Regional Headquarters
reached the spot and cordoned off
the area. The IED was carefully
unearthed and destroyed at a safe
place. With its alert, committed
and proactive working, BSF once
again foiled a naxal bid to target
the security forces and common
people. On this achievement, IG-
BSF Indraj Singh (Frontier HQ,
Bhilai) appreciated and greeted
the team involved in tracing and
destroying the IED. He reassured
the locals that BSF is committed to
protect the people and will contin-
ue to deliver the duties with dedi-
cation and bravery. 

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

The annual ‘Van
Mahotsava’ was celebrat-
ed at Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Janjgiri – Charoda
(BMY) on July 04 in the
school premises. The pro-
gramme was organised
with the theme “One
Student – One Plant”. At
the outset, the event began
with a simple but effective
speech about the impor-
tance of trees and their
socio - economic effects.
Students of High School
and Higher Secondary as
well as Primary classes
highlighted the emotional
impact of trees in addition
to their environmental
role. The students were

made to understand and
appreciate the role played
by the planting and tend-
ing of trees in preventing
global warming, reducing
pollution and promoting
rainfall. This led to enthu-
siastic discussion among
the students.

Later, the plantation
drive was conducted in the
school premises. Every
student brought a plant
each and showed great ea-
gerness in planting the
saplings of various trees.
They were told about the
importance of trees that
were planted and were
given simple instructions
on how to take care of the
growing plants. Various
activities like poster mak-
ing, slogan writing and

drawing were held. The
students learned that the
Van Mahotsava is celebrat-
ed at the onset of the mon-
soon season.

The Principal Mini
Gopinathan urged the stu-
dents and the teachers to
plant more trees and stat-
ed that God has created
the environment and
human beings to stay in
harmony with each other.
She also asked to spread
awareness of forest con-
servation and to save the
environment. Head of
Cultural Committee -
Darshana Khonde, Savita
Dewangan and Himanshi
Dubey played a vital role
in organising the event.
The programme ended
with a vote of thanks.

SAGES Janjgiri celebrates
Van Mahotsava

Swacchata drive at Plant and
Township held during Iconic week
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COVID TEST

Long queue of people waiting for Covid test at Government Ayurvedic College, Hospital, Raipur on Tuesday.

Baghel launched ‘Mor Akhar’ and ‘Sports
for Development’ programmes

Raipur, Jul 05: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel launched two inno-
vation programs includ-
ing ‘Mor Akhar’ and
‘Sports for Development’
in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi district as part of
his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. ‘Mor Akhar’
programme will be imple-
mented in 299 primary
schools of Gaurela and
Pendra block, which is an
initiative to improve the
language skills of primary
school children besides
improving their reading
and writing skills. Under
the ‘Sports for
Development’, a physical
education based pro-
gramme will be used to
teach 543 primary school
students to develop their
learning skills as well as
improve their physical
and mental well-being en-
couraging them to lead a
healthy lifestyle.
Significantly, this method

of physical education has
been successfully used in
about 50 countries of the
world.

The closure of schools
due Covid-19 pandemic pe-
riod has led to loss of
learning for children.
Keeping this in view, ‘Mor
Akhar’ programme has
been started, which will be
helpful in improving read-
ing ability and reading
habit in children.
Similarly, Sports of
Development has been
started in all the schools of
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district with a purpose of
physical and mental devel-
opment in children and to
get kids interested in
sports. Under this pro-
gramme, class appropri-
ate, age appropriate and
providing equal opportu-
nities to boys and girls in
sports. Both these pro-
grams will be conducted
in collaboration with
UNICEF.

Winners of state karate meet feted
Raipur, Jul 05: Open
State Karate
Championship concluded
recently at Dhamtari wit-
nessed 06 players of Shri
Gujrati School along with
their coach Tikeshwari
Sahu taking part in it.
Yash rai won gold and
M a n d a l e s h w a r i
Mahanand ( Class VI)
bagged bronze to earn lau-
rels for the school. Shri
Gujrati Shikshan Sangh
president Narayan Bhai
Patel honoured both the
players by presenting

them medals along with
GSS Secretary Ashok
Bhai Patel.All the seven
players of the school were
feted while winners re-
ceived Rs 1750 as apprecia-
tion amount. The office

bearers congratulated the
winning players and as-
sured to boost their moral
in future, informs Anis
Memon Principal Shri
Gujrati Higher Secondary
School.

AIIMS-R felicitates senior consultants for their
exemplary contribution in medical field

Raipur, Jul 05: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur felicitated
two senior consultants from
Chhattisgarh for their exem-
plary contribution and serv-
ices in the medical field on
Doctors Day. Experts called
them life saviors and super-
heroes for society. Five days
program concluded with two
health camps for children
and senior citizens and dif-
ferent awareness programs.

Chief Guest Prof. (Dr.)
Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS-R, felicitated both
Prof. (Dr.) P.K. Mukharhjee
and Prof. (Dr.) R.S. Dheer for
their remarkable contribu-
tion to the medical field and
academia. Prof. Nagarkar
praised their contribution
and called them torch bear-
ers for the new generation.
‘India has made a significant
contribution in medicine, in-
cluding Charaka Samhita
and Yoga. During the pan-

demic, the medical fraterni-
ty worked tirelessly and set
an example of selfless serv-
ice in the country. Medical
students should understand
basic principles of selfless
service and dedication to be-
come successful in the pro-
fession, he said.

Dean (Academic) Prof.
Alok Agrawal explained
basic ethical principles to
medical students and en-
couraged them to excel in
their respective fields. Dean
(Research) Prof. Sarita
Agrawal discussed the
learning experiences of
Bharat Ratana Dr. B.C. Roy.
She said that Prof. Roy
proved that anything can be
achieved with firm determi-

nation. Dean (Exam.) Prof.
Eli Mohapatra presented de-
tails of various programs or-
ganized on Doctors Day.

Two health camps, first at
KV-2 at DDU Nagar and
Second at Badte Kadam
Anand Ashram, were organ-
ized on Doctors Day. Experts
under the guidance of Prof.
Vinay Pandit created health
awareness and conducted
health checkups of students
and senior citizens during
both camps. Dr. Ajay Kumar,
Dr. Nakul Uppal, and Dr.
Vikram Pai provided consul-
tancy during the camp. The
program was graced by Prof.
Somen Mishra, Dr. Subrata
Kumar Singha, Dr. Avinash
Ingle, and Dr. Benu Mathew.

MLAs submit nearly
900 questions for
Monsoon Session

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 05: Members
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) have so far sub-
mitted nearly 900 ques-
tions for the Question
Hour session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly during the
week-long Monsoon
Session scheduled to begin
from July 20.

According to the infor-
mation received from
Assembly Secretariat, the
MLAs have once again
preferred online mode for
the submission of the
Questions for the
Monsoon session as 842
questions have been sub-
mitted through the digital
platform whereas just 52
Questions have been sub-
mitted off-line mode. Total
questions submitted by
the MLAs stands to 894 as
on July 1.

Apart from it, the MLAs
have also submitted sev-
eral call attention notices

on key issues for the
Monsoon session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly.

Questions related with
the departments of
General Administration,
Energy, Mining, Finance
and Public Relations
would be taken up on day
one of the Monsoon ses-
sion which would be fol-
lowed with the other de-
partments in next few

days.
It is understood that

the MLAs have submit-
ted questions related
with several issues in-
cluding reported un-
availability of fertilizers
for the farmers.
Principal opposition
members have also sub-
mitted questions related
with illegal mining in-
cluding sand digging in
several region.

Raipur, Jul 05: Netaji as a
man of ideas was very
ahead of his time, he had
the vision and clear blue
prints of not only what
India should look like post
independence but also
what rural India should
look like once we were a
free country; well known
author, columnist and re-
searcher of history, poli-
tics, economics and the en-
vironment Chandrachur
Ghose opined during The
Write Circle event held by
The Ehsaas Women of
Raipur recently.

Conversationalist for the
evening was Kalpana

Chaudhary instructional
mentor / Director
Emeritus NH Goel World
School and fellow Ehsaas
Woman and someone who
being born to nationalists
has had the privilege of
hearing stories of the free-
dom struggle and of our
great freedom fighters
rather closely 

Ghose has written the
bestseller “Bose : The
Untold Story of an
Inconvenient Nationalist “
independently and has co-
authored “ Conundrum “
and  “ Government Doesn’t
Want You To Know This”
to name just a few. Apart

from being a writer and re-
searcher of repute,
Chandrachur Ghose is also
a founder member of
“Mission Netaji”.

Ghose spoke about so
many minor and major de-
tails and facts about
Subash Chandra Bose’s life
that had somehow gotten
lost over the years among
the many rumors and mis-
interpretations of the leg-
endary freedom fighter.

Speaking about Netaji’s
time at Cambridge, Ghose
revealed that apart from
studying, he spent a lot of
time observing the politics
in England especially the
way in which young stu-
dents debated with politi-
cal leaders. He rued that
this type of culture did not
exist in India.

When asked if Netaji
would be happy with
today’s political situation,
Ghose said regardless of
his feelings or opinions
about the same it is such
an irony of fate that we got
our freedom in 1947 and
Subash Chandra Bose was
born in 1897, so everytime
we spend any anniversary
of our independence we
celebrate an anniversary
of his birth.

Raipur, Jul 05: The Vice
Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Dr. Girish
Chandel has said that
Chhattisgarh has im-
mense potential for setting
up agriculture and minor
forest produce based start-
ups. He called upon the
students and other youth
of Agricultural University
to come forward to estab-
lish startups based on agri-
culture and minor forest
produce products and
nutri care products and be-
come a partner in the de-
velopment of
Chhattisgarh and India.
Dr. Chandel expressed the
need to promote startups
based on food processing
and value addition. He
said that the students
should be motivated for en-
trepreneurship develop-
ment during college educa-

tion, said Dr. Chandel
while addressing the
launch ceremony of
Abhinav 4.0 and Uddhav
4.0, the fourth phase of the
Agri Business Incubation
program run by Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University in collabora-
tion with Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana, here on
Tuesday.

So far, 189 startups have
been registered under the
IGKV Rabi program and 63
startups have been provid-
ed financial assistance of
Rs 5.79 crore.

Addressing the young
entrepreneurs on the occa-
sion, Dr. Chandel said that
they should give priority to
product based startups so
that production and em-
ployment can be boosted in

the state. He said that there
is also a lot of potential for
export of agricultural and
minor forest produce prod-
ucts from Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarh accounts for
five percent of the coun-
try’s total rice exports.
Last year, 17 thousand met-
ric tonnes of Kanaki rice
has been exported from
Chhattisgarh to China. Dr.
Chandel said that with the
establishment of phy-
tosanitary laboratory at
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
the facility of certification
necessary for exporting
the products abroad has
now become available,
which will boost exports.
Chief General Manager,
National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural

Development (NABARD)
Chhattisgarh, Suparna
Tandon, the special guest
of the program, said that
her bank is constantly
striving for agricultural
development and better-
ment of farmers in
Chhattisgarh. She said
that Chhattisgarh has
huge potential for agricul-
tural entrepreneurship de-
velopment and many
young people are coming
forward to start new start-
ups in this field. She said
that India has created a fa-
vorable environment for
startups in the last 10 years
and today out of every 9
new startups starting in
the world, one startup is
established in India. Ms.
Tandon said that NABARD
wants to conduct long-
term joint program with
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University in
which technical guidance
and cooperation will be
given by Agricultural
University and financial
help will be provided by
NABARD. Chief Executive
Officer of IGKV Rabi

A g r i b u s i n e s s
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Program Dr. Hulas Pathak
gave detailed information
about the efforts and
achievements made under
the program in the last
three years. He informed
that IGKV Rabi has been
awarded as the best start-
up incubation program of
the country in the national
level function held in
Bangalore recently.
Director Extension
Services, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Dr. P.K. Chandrakar,
Director Research
Services Dr. VK. Tripathi,
Dean Agriculture College,
Raipur Dr. K.L. Nandeha,
Dean of Agricultural
Engineering College, Dr.
Vinay Pandey, General
Manager of NABARD, Mr.
Surendra Babu, along with
several Heads of
Departments of
Agriculture University
and young entrepreneurs
selected for the
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development Program
were present.

SECR GM fetes
two rail staff for
excellent safety

related work

Bilaspur/Raipur, Jul
05: SECR GM Alok
Kumar on Tuesday feted
two railway staff for
their excellent discharge
of safety related work at
their work place. In the
first case on June 17, 2022
P Nagesh Kumar Chief
Commercial Clerk work-
ing in Dadhapara
Railway Station under
Raipur division detected
an unusual sound from
Up line while at that time
08261 Bilaspur-Raipur
Passenger was coming
on that track. On inspec-
tion it was found to be
rail fracture and possible
train mishap was avert-
ed. In the second incident
on June 18, Shivshankar
Sharma Chief Station
Master at Naila Yard
under Bilaspur Division
detected an unusual
sound from Up line 01
while a goods train was
passing through it at
07:55 am. On inspection it
was found to be rail frac-
ture. SECR GM feted
both the staff with letter
of appreciation. He
talked to  Nagesh Kumar
and encouraged him to
perform better at work
place in future.

Agro-based startups have immense 
potential in Chhattisgarh: Dr. Chandel

Favorable environ-
ment for startups in
the country: CGM
NABARD

Experts from AIIMS with KV-2 students during Health Camp

Five Days Programs
Mark Doctors’ Day,
Two Health Camps
at KV-2 and Anand
Ashram

Netaji had clear blue prints of
India post Independence: Ghose

Raipur, Jul 05: Urban
Administration and
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Dahria administered the
oath to newly appointed
president of Krishi Upaj
Mandi, Arang, Raipur dis-
trict Mr. Devnath Sahu,
vice-president Mr. Hiresh
Kumar Chandrakar and
the members Mrs.
Kusumalta Sahu, Mr.
Khilesh Kumar Chelak,
Mr. Sahdev Dhiwar, Mr.
Murari Yadav and mem-
ber traders representa-
tive Mani Ram Patel . On
this occasion a large num-
ber of farmers and
traders of Arang’s  Krishi

Upaj Mandi participated.
Minister Dr. Dahria said
that under Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana and
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
farmers and livestock
farmers are being benefit-
ed by transferring money
online to their accounts

by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Minister Dr. Dahria con-
gratulated  the newly ap-
pointed office bearers. Dr.
Dahria urged the officials
to do all necessary work
to support the farmers of
their area.

Dr. Dahria participates in oath ceremony
of Krishi Upaj Mandi members
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‘This signature is equivalent to an offering in Yagyakund’
AAmmaarrkkaanntthhaakk,,  JJuull  0055::  A memo-
randum of understanding was
signed between the Livelihood
Business Training Center of
Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak and the
Government of Chhattisgarh for
skill training, technology up-
gradation and business
advancement of the residents
of newly created Gaurela-
Pendra Marwahi district. The
Registrar on behalf of the
University and the District
Magistrate on behalf of the
Government of Chhattisgarh
signed the MoU.

The Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel described this MoU as
an important step for the devel-
opment of the region, which
will create ample employment
opportunities through skill
development. Expressing hap-
piness, he said that I am sure
that this MoU will not only work
in the interest of the university,

but the activities of upgrada-
tion of local youth and tribal
areas will increase here. For
this the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will give full cooperation.

The Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak, Prof.
Sriprakash Mani Tripathi
described the signing of the
MoU as a milestone. He said
that this area is full of diverse
species of rare medicinal
plants. The residents of this
region are knowledgeable
about plants and rare animals
and medicines. Their interac-
tion with the university will not

only lead to the development of
this region but also the welfare
of the entire human race. This
Memorandum of Understanding
is equivalent to a special sacri-
fice in the form of human wel-
fare. This will accelerate the
process of skill development
and innovation.” On this occa-
sion the coordinator of the
Livelihood Business Training
Center of the university, Prof.
Ashish Mathur described this
MoU as a big step in the field of
employment oriented education
and business skills, certification
and marketing of local products
for the youth of this region.

Officials appreciate Bansal’s admn abilities
Jagdalpur, July 04: In
the farewell ceremony
held on Friday evening,
IG Police Sundarraj P
said that Bansal did the
work of giving a new
identity to Bastar district.
He said that Bastar Police
is working with the slo-
gan of ‘Aamcho Bastar
Aamcho Police’ for the
last twelve years, but the
popularity that the word
‘Aamcho Bastar’ has
gained in the last two
years is astonishing.

Chief Conservator of
Forests Mohammad
Shahid said that amidst
the challenges of Corona,
many development works
were done in Bastar.
Badal Academy, estab-
lished for the protection
of tribal culture here, is
discussed on the other
side. By promoting
tourism in Bastar, impor-
tant work was done to
connect the youth with
employment. During this,
the smell of Bastar’s cof-
fee reached Delhi. He said
that the type of impres-
sion that Bansal has left
through his work in
Bastar, he should achieve
the same success in fu-
ture also.

SSP Jitendra Meena
said that Bansal does
every task with excel-
lence and shows good
leadership ability. DFO
DP Sahu said that he was
personally feeling sad
with Bansal’s departure
after working together for
only four months. He said
that Bansal is not only a

good administrator but
also a good person and his
personality should al-
ways remain alive with
him. CEO District
Panchayat, Rohit Vyas
said that Bansal has the
art of taking people
along, so that he makes
everyone his friend. They
assign work to the offi-
cers as per their qualifica-
tion. He said that the ease
with which people get at-
tached to Bansal is amaz-
ing. He described the
work done with Bansal as
a fortunate moment for
himself.

The outgoing Collector
Bansal said that he re-
ceived a lot of love
throughout Bastar during
his tenure, for which he is
grateful. He said that this
loving behavior of Bastar
residents further in-
creased the motivation to
work for the benefit of

Bastar residents, due to
which these milestones

were achieved. He also re-
cited the song ‘Hoga Naya

Savera’ composed on the
occasion.

IIM Raipur conducts orientation programme

Raipur, Jul 05: IIM
Raipur welcomed its 13th
Batch of Post Graduate
Programme in
Management and 8th
Batch of Fellow
Programme in

Management and 11th
Batch of Executive Fellow
Programme in
Management on the first
day of the Orientation pro-
gramme held on July 4 in-
nervating the students on
a new journey filled with
new hopes and determina-
tions. The students got an
opportunity to interact
with experts from acade-
mia, the learning received

from whom will certainly
stay with the audience.

The program started
with the inaugural ad-
dress by Shyamala
Gopinathan, BoG,
Chairperson, IIM Raipur,
congratulating the stu-
dents for securing admis-
sion in a top tier institute
of India. This was fol-
lowed by lamp lighting
ceremony by the digni-

taries, a melodious
Saraswati Vandana and
IIM Raipur theme song by
the PGP 2nd year students.

Prof. Gopal Kumar,
Chairperson-PGP wel-
comed the students of
PGP Batch 2022-24 & FPM
Batch 2022. Prof. Mohit
Goswami, Chairperson,
Admissions, then present-
ed the Student Profile for
the PGP class. The batch

profile of IIM Raipur
showed a continued push
toward diversity & inclu-
sivity with 62% female
candidates in a batch
strength of 331. Around
36% of candidates are en-
gineering graduates; 26%
are commerce graduates,
and the remainder come
from different disciplines
such as management, sci-
ence, etc. More than half

of the batch has a work ex-
perience of an average of
27 months. IIM Raipur val-
ues unity in diversity and
has a representation of
students coming from 25
states of the country. Prof.
Yogesh Chauhan,
Chairperson (Doctoral
Programme) welcomed
the students enrolling in
the Fellowship program at
IIM Raipur. As he de-
scribed the profession of
teaching, he urged the new
class to become role mod-
els for society besides ex-
celling in research work.

On behalf of Prof.
Kamla K Jain, Dean -
Academics, IIM Raipur,
Prof. Sanjeev Prashar,
Professor - Marketing, IIM
Raipur presented the wel-
come address. He motivat-
ed the incoming batch to
follow their passion and
shape their ideas accord-
ingly. He gave the example
of Swami Vivekananda to
possess the traits of being
truthful, faithful and self-
less. One should be able to
control their mind and

amalgamate moral values
with a touch of modernity
to obtain the best outcome
for oneself, family, friends
and society.

Dr. R
B a l a s u b r a m a n i a m ,
Member (Human
Resources), Capacity
Building Commission,
Government Of India
started his address by
greeting the students of
the upcoming batch. He
appreciated the campus of
IIM Raipur and its infra-
structural facilities. He
shared with the fresh busi-
ness students that the
business world is misin-
terpreted as being an evil
world. Since business is an
integral part of life, one
can sustain and make it
fair by learning to disrupt,
innovate and lead. He
mentioned that University
education can only be-
come relevant if students
are the drivers of energy
within the learning envi-
ronment. He urged the stu-
dents to co-create the learn-
ing process, switching to

the ‘phygital’ mode of
learning. Phygital mode is
a combination of the brick
and mortar model with the
digital mode of learning.
Creation of learning re-
sources is not only the re-
sponsibility of the teachers
but also of the students.

An overview of the aca-
demic life of the students at
IIM Raipur was presented
by Prof. Gopal Kumar.
Students seemed highly ex-
cited for this new academic
journey that would begin
with classes and end with
the corporate world.

On the second day of the
Orientation Programme, a
panel discussion will give
the new batch a taste of
corporate life. In addition
to eminent industry per-
sonalities, alumni will pro-
vide valuable perspectives
to the new batch. With
everything in place for the
new batch, IIM Raipur is
once again well-positioned
to produce leaders and re-
searchers of excellent qual-
ity for the corporate sector
and academic sector.

Schemes are prepared keeping in mind
basic needs of villagers: Patel

Raipur, Jul 05: State
Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel
under public relation
campaign reached  differ-
ent villages of Pusaur de-
velopment block. On this
occasion, he dedicated
works worth Rs 85.80 lakh
and performed Bhoomi
Pujan.

Along with this, while
giving information about
the public welfare
schemes, he said that the
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government are continu-
ously working towards
the economic empower-
ment of the villagers
along with providing em-
ployment opportunities in
the villages. The farmers
have got a big relief due to
the reasonable price and
input support for other
crops including paddy, as
well as the loan waiver of
the farmers. The landless
labour Nyay scheme has
been started by the gov-
ernment, its benefit is
being given to those farm-
ers who do not have any
land of their own.

Higher Education
Minister  Patel laid the
foundation stone for the

construction of addition-
al rooms in the govern-
ment primary school
building in village-
Kensara. On this occa-
sion, he talked to the chil-
dren and encouraged
them to study well.
Higher Education
Minister Patel said that
Swami Atmanand School
is being run by the State
Government in this direc-
tion to provide better edu-
cation to children from
city to village. Due to
which all the children will
be able to prepare better
for further competitive ex-
aminations by studying in
English medium school

and will make their place
at the regional and nation-
al level. During the public
relations in the villages,
he told all the villagers
that even those who have
not got the ration card
should take a report from
the concerned Patwari
and inform the District
CEO immediately that the
ration card will be made.

Higher Education
Minister  Patel reached
Kensara, Badimal,
Jogitarai and Bijna vil-
lages of Pusaur block. He
said that there is direct
communication with the
citizens through public re-
lations. This gives an op-

portunity to know their
demands and problems.
This helps in planning the
future development work.
During this, he became
aware of the problems of
various villagers and in-
structed the concerned of-
ficers to solve them soon.
On this occasion, District
Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel, Member of
Seed Corporation, Dilip
Pandey, District
Panchayat member
Akash Mishra, District
President, Sushil Bhoy,
Vice President, Gopi
Chaudhary, Sarpanch
Kensara, Ashok Dunsena,
Jogitarai Sarpanch,
Gajendra Chauhan,
Deputy Sarpanch, Public
representatives and a
large number of villagers
were present, including
Vikram Singh Patel.
Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel,
while addressing the vil-
lagers during public rela-
tions casmpaign in the vil-
lages, said that develop-
ment of rural areas and
basic essential facilities of
the villagers are being
completed on priority as
per the demand.

Satnami community should
work together: Daharia

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 05: If the
members of various or-
ganizations of Satnami
community work together,
the society will benefit. We
all have to work together
to keep intact the rights
given by the constitution.
It is not possible for every
educated youth of the soci-

ety to get a job, so self-em-
ployment should be fo-
cused, said State Minister
Dr. Shiv Daharia while ad-
ministering the oath to the
office bearers of the
Pragatisheel Chhattisgarh
Satnami Samaj.

Approval of Rs 25 lakh
was given on demand of
funds for cultural building
by the heads of Satnami
Community who came
from Akaltara, Sakti,
Bagbahra, Kawardha and
other places.

The program was

presided over by Dhanesh
Patila, chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation.
General Secretary SR
Banjare presented the re-
port. Rajya Sabha member
Dr. Bhushan Jangde said
that our society needs to
stay away from drugs. For
this a massive public
awareness campaign
should be conducted.
Satnami community presi-
dent RP Bhatpahari said
that we all need to live in

unity. With good thinking
we can strengthen our
community, he said.

Padma Ghanshyam
Manhar, Vice-Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Castes
Commission, KP Khande,
President of Guru
Ghasidas Sahitya and
Sanskriti Akademi,
Shankar Kumar Sonwani,
President of Guru
Ghasidas Grah Nirman
Samiti, Shakun Shiv
Kumar Dahria, President
of Rajshree Sadbhavna
Samiti, Former President
of Pragatisheel
Chhattisgarh Satnami
Community, LL Kosale,
Chairman of Satnami
Utthan and Jagriti Samiti
Jai Bahadur Banjare,
President of Ghasidas
Sewa Samiti, Bhilai, RD
Deshlahra, President of
Satnami Samaj, District
Rajnandgaon Surya
Kumar Khilari, Secretary
of Chhattisgarh
Rajbhasha Aayog, Dr. Anil
Bhatpahari participated
in the function.

p Minister administered
oath to newly elected
office bearers

For 13th batch of
PGP, 11th batch of
FPM  

Jagdalpur: Outgoing
Collector of Bastar dis-
trict Rajat Bansal plant-
ed a sapling in the
Amcho Bastar Club

premises located near
Lalbagh. He planted al-
mond saplings here. On
this occasion, he was ac-
companied by IG Police

Sundarraj P, CEO
District Panchayat
Rohit Vyas, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh
Nag, SDM Omprakash
Verma, Joint Collector
Hitesh Baghel, Aamcho
Bastar Club Secretary
Ashok Pandey, In-
charge Mining Officer
Hemant Cherpa and
other officers were pres-
ent. On this occasion,
after the renovation of
Aamcho Bastar Club, of-
ficials including Bansal
also tried their hand on
the new snooker board.

Outgoing Collector planted saplings
in Aamcho Bastar Club

New Collector Haris S takes stock of Konta area 
KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  0055::  The
newly appointed
Collector of Sukma
district, Haris.S took
charge today. As
soon as he took

charge, he visited Konta area on Monday. Meeting
the officials at the PWD rest house in Konta, took
stock of the city of Konta. Monsoon has knocked in
Sukma district, and the Konta area, situated on the
banks of the Shabri river, creates a flood situation due
to excessive rainfall. Collector Haris.S visited Konta
today to take stock of the arrangements made by the
district administration for flood disaster prevention
and flood relief. During this, he inspected the Shabri
river bank of the old township and inquired about the
preparations from SDM Konta Bansingh Netam.
Along with this, he also observed the Kollu pond locat-
ed in the old township of Konta Nagar Panchayat
including the Konta-Andhra Pradesh inter-state bor-
der. During this, Konta SDM Netam and CMO Konta
Sori were present.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0055::  India’s leading solar manufac-
turer and software-based Solutions Company
Heliosynergy Pvt. Ltd.’s Founder and CXO
Kritik Gaur, while answering media questions
on his Raipur visit, talked about taking solar
power to every household in India.
Emphasizing the importance of planning over
money in any business, he said, “Our goal is not
to run after money but to light every house in the
villages with solar power. We want to reach out
to the people who cannot afford the very high
electricity rates; this includes small shopkeepers to
people living in one-room houses.” Addressing the
media, Nikhil Yadav, MD of Heliosynergy Pvt. Ltd.
said, “We are playing an important role in moving
forward the solar initiative of the central govern-
ment by 2030. The company aims to work on manu-
facturing 20GW on the ground and 5GW on rooftop
mounting by 2030. For Chhattisgarh, we want to dis-
cuss PM Modi’s dream of solar power in India and
contribution to PM’s 480GW target.”

Heliosynergy to contribute 

to PM’s 480GW target
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Konta, Jul 05: 

The resolution has
been passed for the Gram
Panchayat Mulakisoli
granite mine of Konta
block of Sukma district
through fake gram sabha,
for which the villagers
have also filed an objec-
tion and asked to take an
appropriate decision and
take further action. On
Sunday, former MLA
Manish Kunjam reached
Mulakisoli, the village
panchayat of Konta
block. He learnt about
the quarrying of high
quality minor mineral
granite stone found here.
He told the villagers that
from July 07, the tender

process is being started
for auction of the mine
through e-tender for the
said mine, on which the
villagers said that we do
not have any information
about it, and in this mat-
ter till date, there has
never been even a Gram
Sabha.

If the process is being
done here without the res-
olution of the Gram
Sabha, then the tender
process of the said mine
is completely illegal and
the document which is
being shown is also a fake
document because the vil-
lagers are clearly saying
that no Gram Sabha has
been organized. Manish
Kunjam said that the vil-

lagers do not agree to the
said mine and do not
want to allow anyone to
start the mine here. The
intention of the villagers
is clear that the process of
mining which has been
done is completely wrong
process has been adopted.
He said that soon a Gram
Sabha would be organ-
ized here in which other
officials including the col-
lector will be asked to at-
tend the meeting, along
with public representa-
tives and villagers will
also be present during
this time. According to
whatever decision will
come in the Gram Sabha,
whether to allow mine or
not to allow it, a resolu-

tion will be passed from
the Gram Sabha on that
basis. After which the
proposal of the Gram
Sabha will be submitted
in the name of Collector,
Chief Minister and
Governor. Villager
Soyam Kanna said that
there has never been any
discussion related to the
mine in the village. Nor
do the villagers have any
information about this.
The villagers do not want
any kind of mine in the
village.

Proposal of fake
Gram Sabha in allot-
ment of mines

Manish Kunjam said
that the gram sabha has
the authority that the per-

mission of the gram
sabha is required for any
kind of work in the gram
sabha area, but here the
resolution has been
passed through fake gram
sabha.

The villagers are clear-
ly saying that till date no
meeting of any kind of
gram sabha has been held
regarding the mine, so
the gram sabha resolu-
tion being talked about is
fake. He said that the
process of allotment of
mines in the Fifth
Schedule area without
Gram Sabha is illegal. In
this regard, appropriate
action will be taken soon
after meeting with the vil-
lagers.

Villagers disagree conduct of fake gram sabha
For leasing Mulakisoli granite mine

Fingeshwar, Jul 05: 

School entry festival
program was organized
in Fuljhar, dependent vil-
lage of Bondki, village
panchayat of
Fingeshwar. The pro-
gram was attended by
chief guest, District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu,
District member Dhan
Bai, special guest
Sarpanch Ramji Sahu,
Deputy Sarpanch Netram
Sinha, BJP worker
Mahesh Sahu and others.

The program was start-
ed by worshiping Maa
Saraswati and lighting
the lamp, with District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu
and other guests feeding
sweets to newly admitted
students. District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu
said that today a grand
program of school en-
trance festival has been
organized by the teachers
and local public represen-
tatives in village Fuljhar
and the main objective of
celebrating Pravesh

Utsav is to inculcate the
spirit of education and
innovation in the minds
of our new students
along with encouraging
them. District member
Dhan Bai said that there
is a need to bring revolu-
tion at the maximum
speed in the field of edu-
cation. The more and
more we educate our new
generation and youth
power, the faster our soci-
ety will develop, she said.

Sarpanch Ramji Sahu,
while addressing the stu-
dents, set a goal and
talked about working
hard to achieve that goal.
Deputy Sarpanch Netram
Sahu, wishing for a

bright future for all the
children, motivated them
to study diligently.

During this, the chair-
man of the school devel-
opment committee,
Vishnu Ram Sahu, vice-
president Chumman Lal
Sahu, educationist
Ainram Sinha Panch
Sudarshan Dewan
Bedram Dewan Hemin
Bai Sahu, school member,
Davana Dhruv
Lokeshwari Sahu
Tikeshwari Sahu Kiran
Sahu Mahatrin Dhruv
Yashwant Kumar Sahu
including school teacher
Ajay Kumar Dewan Nand
Kumar Netam Parents
were present.

School Pravesh Utsav 
celebrated in village Fuljhar

Dongargarh, Jul 05: 

The President District Co-
op Central Bank Navaz
Khan went to Musara
Society and directly held
talks with the farmers and
put forth before them the
pro-public schemes of the
state government and the
community present. He said
that the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment had promised
MSP on paddy at Rs 2500 per
quintal and fulfilled it and
are ready to pay the amount
which has not being de-
clared or promised. In the

coming days, the farmers
are going to be paid MSP of
upto Rs 2800 on paddy and
preparations regarding this
are in full swing. He
charged that the central
government is not provid-
ing sufficient gunny bags
with pure intentions to trou-
ble the farmers at the time
of selling their paddy and
now they are creating trou-
ble before farmers in sow-
ing work by causing artifi-
cial fertilizer shortage this
season. It is to highlight
such issues that the
President DCCB Navaz

Khan is reaching out to
farmers. In this pro-
gramme, BCC president
Suresh Sinha, senior
Congress leader Gokul
Verma, Dongargarh Janpad
‘Van Sabhapati’ - Dinesh
Thakur, BCC general secy
Panchram Chandel, Raju
Rajput, MLA’s rep-
Goukaran Verma, Arti
Verma, Paniyaboj Soceity’s
President Kishan Vaishnav,
YC leader Sandeep
Gaharwar, Gautam Verma,
Dara Gram Patel Amit
Vaishnav and others were
present.

Navaz hold talks with 
farmers in Musara Society

Informs them about govt’s schemes, promises fulfilled

Dongargarh, Jul 05:

Due to regular power
cut on daily basis, the vil-
lagers and farmers of
Bagrekasa - Chirchari are
facing lots of problems
and to protest the same,
BJP Kissan Morcha V-P
Girwar Sahu, Sarpanch
Indrapal Singh Bhatia, Dy.
S a r p a n c h
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Deshmukh, Douva Ram
Kawar, Netram Kawar,
Dharamvir Kwar and
other villagers gheraoed
the power sub-station of
Chirchiri and staged
demonstration in front of
it. Girwar Sahu charged
that this sub-station does
not even have a single fuse-
wire and in such a big sub-
station, there is not even a
single lineman to attend
problems of power cut or
failure. On one day gener-
ally there is power cut for
about a dozen times and
due to which the farmers
and villagers are in trou-
ble. The villagers in-
formed that due to power
cut, they are unable to get
drinking water. Not hav-
ing experienced linemen,
the people of the region
are made to spend sleep-
less nights. The villagers
warned that if the CSEB
administration does not
work in the direction of
finding amicable solution,
then they all may have to
resort to agitation. The AE
Chaturvedi in writing has

given assurance that the
problems of the villagers
and farmers would be
solved in 2 days. It is on
reaching a consensus to

hold chakka-jam of
Chrichiri GE Road, that
the farmers and villagers
called off their one-day
dharna.

Pithora, Jul 05:

The 32nd biannual con-
ference of Akhil
Bharatiya Dak
Karamchari Sangh
(ABDKS) Group ‘C’ was
held in a private hotel in
Raipur and in this the
postal employees openly
discussed the problems
faced by them. Along with
this the senior postal offi-
cers held the need to find
out amicable solution to
all their problems and
they also gave valuable
tips to the employee lead-
ers in the organisation.

The Chief Guest of the
programme was Director
Postal Services
Chhattisgarh circle
Dinesh Kumar Mistri and
special guest was Asst.
Director (Stamps) Amit
Kumar Singh, Asst.
Superintendent Saurabh
Shrivastava were present.
Among the specially in-
vited guests included
Com. GR Sahu Circle
Secy Dharamraj
Mahapatra retired Suptd;
and head of Arya Samaj -

LN Mahato; COm. Dinesh
Patel, circle secretary
Raipur. After welcome of
the chief guests and spe-
cial guests in the pro-
gramme, the Director
Postal Services DK
Mistry said that he will
try to fulfill the issues
which will be brought
through Sangh and which
are worth considering as
per rules of the Postal
Department. He also
gave suggestions to
postal employees and
asked them to change
their style of going on
strike frequently and
said in order to avoid
losses instead of taking
pen-down strike, they
can adopt other means
to register their protest
and draw attention.
Along with this he said
that all the ‘Up-
Dakpal’, Postal
Assistants should
carry out their works

with full honesty and
commitment and make
all efforts to achieve the
departmental taget set.

Special guest Amit
Kumar Singh gave infor-
mation about the fulfill-
ment of vacancies in the
Postal department to cent

percent till date. Asst.
Suptd. Saurabh
Shrivasatava laid stress
on the unity of the organ-
isation and asked the
leaders of Sangh to asso-
ciate more and more
members and provide
them opportunity to rep-

resent the organisation.
The female employees
present in the conference
accorded warm welcome
to Postal Superintendent
DK Mistry.

The former
Superintendent LN
Mahato raised demand to
fulfill the vacant posts.
The vote of thanks was
proposed by President
Raju Gajendra and also
expressed gratitude for
presence of Divisional
Finance Secy RL Tandon
and Div. Secy Ashutosh
Singh in the conference..

All postal employees should work honestly: Mistry
 32nd bi-annual 

conference of ABDKS
Group ‘C’ held

Villagers, farmers’ gherao Chirchiri sub-station
 Annoyed over 

frequent power cut
and failure

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0055:: The newly
appointed Collector Bilaspur
District Saurabh Kumar
assumed office here on Monday.
SDM Jaishri Jain handed over
the charge to him. After assum-
ing charge, he obtained intro-
duction of all the officers and
employees. It is notable here
that Collector S Kumar is an IAS
of 2009 batch and prior to this he
has served as Collector Raipur
and Dantewada district. In addi-
tion to this, he has also worked
as Commissioner Bilaspur and
Raipur Municipal Corporation.

Collector S Mittar hands over
charge: The outgoing Collector
Dr Saransh Mittar handed over
the charge to SDM Jaishri Jain. It
is notable here that the state
government has posted Dr
Saransh Mittar as MD CG Board
and Infrastructure
Development.

Collector Saurabh
Kumar assumes office

INTERN DOCTORS PROTEST

Intern doctors protest over non-payment of stipend, at SPMC medical college, in
Bikaner, Tuesday, July 5.

NIA takes custody of all accused in Amravati chemist’s murder
Amravati, Jul 05 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has taken over custody of
all the seven accused in the
murder of Amravati-based
chemist Umesh Kolhe, a po-
lice official said on
Tuesday.

The NIA took custody of
all the accused, who were
granted four days’ transit
remand on Monday after
they were produced before

the Amravati court, he
said. The accused are likely
to be produced before the
NIA’s Mumbai court on or
before July 8, the official
added.

Amravati police had
found inks between social
media posts supporting for-
mer BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and
Umesh’s murder during
the investigation and didn’t
suppress the case as was al-
leged, police commissioner

Arti Singh said on Monday.
Police didn’t disclose the in-
formation earlier given the
“very sensitive” nature of
the murder case and to
avoid any untoward inci-
dent, she said.

The seven are Muddasar
Ahmad (22), Shahrukh
Pathan (25), Abdul Taufiq
(24) Shoaib Khan (22), Atib
Rashid (22) and Yusuf
Khan (32) and alleged mas-
termind Shaikh Irfan
Shaikh Rahim. Police are

on the lookout for one more
suspect Shamim Ahmed in
connection with the case.
Umesh was allegedly at-
tacked with a knife by a
group of three men be-
tween 10 pm and 10:30 pm
on June 21. He died during
treatment at hospital. He
had supported a post on so-
cial media in support of
Nupur Sharma, who made
a comment on Prophet
Muhammad in a TV de-
bate.

IOC delivers cooking gas by boats in flood-hit Assam
Guwahati, Jul 05 (PTI):

In flood-hit Assam, LPG
delivery vans of PSU major
Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) have been replaced by
boats for the seamless sup-
ply of the fuel to keep the
burner flames on, a senior
official said on Tuesday.

At least 180 people have
died and more than 89.13
lakh people suffered cumu-
latively across 34 districts
since April 6 in one of the
worst floods Assam wit-
nessed in recent times.

The challenge increased
manifold with severe land-
slides in several neighbour-
ing states such as
Meghalaya, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur,
Indian Oil Corp Executive

Director (IndianOil-AOD) G
Ramesh told PTI here.

“Indian Oil rose magnifi-
cently to the occasion and
ensured an uninterrupted
supply of LPG as well as
petrol and diesel to affected
areas. Our dealers and dis-
tributor network rolled up
their sleeves and also made
food and water available to
stranded people,” he added.

The IOC official particu-
larly praised the Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylin-
der delivery channels,
which never stopped work-
ing despite immense diffi-
culties in reaching house-
holds that were completely
submerged by flood waters.

“The LPG door-to-door
delivery continued through
boats. Boats replaced deliv-

ery vans. This resulted in
achieving an enviable LPG
cylinder backlog in Assam
of only 1.03 days during the
peak of floods last week,” he
said. Currently, the backlog
period for delivery of LPG
cylinders has improved to
0.7 day for the entire state,
the official said.

Ramesh claimed that the
waiting period for LPG
cylinders in Silchar town
and other places of Cachar,
Karimganj and Hailakandi
districts of Barak valley,
which saw unprecedented
flooding this time, is just
1.88 days at present.

He said that the retail out-
lets were instructed to pri-
oritise the supply of diesel
to mobile tower operators to
keep the communication

channels alive in the face of
continuous power cuts dur-
ing the massive deluge.

The government de-
ployed NDRF, Army and Air
Force, besides various state
organisations, which re-
quired an uninterrupted
communication network for
relief and rescue opera-
tions.

“During this crisis, the ef-
forts of the entire team of
Indian Oil, primarily our
frontline workers, compris-
ing the location staff, con-
tract workers, tank truck
crew, security guards, LPG
delivery boys, have been un-
precedented.

“These people ensured an
uninterrupted supply of es-
sential petroleum products
in the region.

Govt plans special remission for prisoners as
part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebration
New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

A good news is in offing
for thousands of women
and transgender convicts
above the age of 50 as the
government intends to do
a phased commutation of
their sentence, subject to
their behaviour in jails, as
part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s plans to
celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.

The scheme will also
cover male prisoners
above the age of 60 and
physically challenged con-
victs who have completed
more than half of their
total sentence.

Poor or indigent prison-
ers who have completed
their sentence but are still
in jails due to non-pay-
ment of fines imposed on
them will be benefitted too
by way of waiving off the
fines.

The scheme, the Home
Ministry said, does not
apply to those prisoners
who were convicted with
death sentence, life im-
prisonment, rape, terror
charges, dowry deaths
and money laundering
cases. According to a 2020
official estimate, jails
across India continued to
remain overcrowded,

lodging about 4.78 lakh
prisoners against an actu-
al capacity of 4.03 lakh.

Of the total prisoners,
nearly a lakh are women.

As per a home ministry
communication to all
states and Union
Territories, those prison-
ers who fulfil the eligibili-
ty criteria will be released
in three phases — August
15, 2022, January 26, 2023
and August 15, 2023.

The eligibility criteria
for prisoners to be consid-
ered for the remission in-
cludes those convicts who
have consistently main-
tained good conduct dur-
ing their term in prisons
especially those with no
punishment during the
sentencing period in the
last three years.

The home ministry con-
veyed to the states and
UTs that women and
transgender convicts of
50 years of age and above,
male convicts of 60 years
of age and above, physi-
cally challenged and dis-
abled convicts with 70 per
cent disability and more,
who have completed 50
per cent of their total sen-
tence can be released to
commenorate the 75th an-
niversary of India’s inde-
pendence. Poor or indi-

gent prisoners who have
completed their sentence
but are still in jail due to
non-payment of fine im-
posed on them can be re-
leased by waiving off the
fine, the ministry said.

The prisoners should be
considered for release
after a thorough examina-
tion by a State Level
Screening Committee
consisting of senior civil
and police officers, it
added.

Persons who committed
an offence at a young age
between 18-21 years and
with no other criminal
case against them and
who have completed 50
per cent of their sentence
period will also be consid-
ered for the special remis-
sion, it said.

However, the home min-
istry has made it clear
that persons convicted
with death sentence or
where death sentence has
been commuted to life im-
prisonment or persons
convicted for an offence
for which punishment of
death has been specified
as one of the punish-
ments and persons con-
victed with sentence of
life imprisonment will
not be considered for re-
lease.

IMD issues heavy rain alert for Maharashtra

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI):

The IMD on Tuesday is-
sued a heavy rainfall alert
for Maharashtra over the
next four days, following
which Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde directed the
state administration offi-
cials to take precautions
and ensure there is no loss
of life or property.

The Kundalika river in
Raigad district, located near
Mumbai, has crossed the
danger mark, as per an offi-
cial statement.

Mumbai and some of its

neighbouring districts wit-
nessed heavy rains and
flooding on Tuesday morn-
ing. The IMD has issued an
‘orange alert’ for south

Konkan region and Goa
and a ‘yellow alert’ for
north Konkan, north cen-
tral and south central
Maharashtra and

Marathwada regions.
The MeT department is-

sues four colour-coded pre-
dictions based on the pre-
vailing weather systems.
The green colour indicates
no warning, yellow is to
keep a watch, orange is to
stay alert, while red means
a warning and that action
needs to be taken.

The Marathwada region
is likely to witness thunder-
storms accompanied with
lightning, heavy rain and
gusty winds with a speed of
40-50 kmph, the IMD said.

The Chief Minister’s
Office in a statement said
CM Shinde is in touch with
collectors of Thane, Raigad,
Palghar, Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg districts.

Droupadi Murmu visits Patna to seek
support for presidential election

Patna, Jul 05 (PTI):

A rousing welcome was
given to NDA presidential
candidate Droupadi
Murmu when she arrived
in Patna on Tuesday to
seek support for the July
18 election.

Murmu arrived at the
Patna airport in a special
aircraft at 11.13 am, offi-
cials said.

Deputy Chief Ministers
Tarkishore Prasad and
Renu Devi, Union minis-
ter Nityanand Rai, state
BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal
and other state ministers
received her at the Jay
Prakash Narayan

International Airport.
Former chief minister

Jitan Ram Manjhi was
also present at the air-
port.

The airport compound
was decorated with flow-
ers, while BJP workers

gathered along the roads
outside with party flags to
welcome her.

Murmu will visit the
state BJP office, and also
meet Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar during the
tour.

“Later, she would go to
a hotel near Gandhi
Maidan where she would
meet senior leaders of all
NDA constituents, includ-
ing the MPs and MLAs,
and appeal for their sup-
port in the election,” a
BJP leader said.

She is scheduled to fly
out of Patna in the after-
noon to reach Agartala
via Guwahati, he said.

Will not allow terrorism to take
root again, say residents

Jammu, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a remote hamlet in
the Mahore belt of Jammu
and Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict that was once a
hotbed of militancy, vil-
lagers who displayed ex-
emplary courage by over-
powering two heavily-
armed Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorists say they
are determined not to let
militants regain ground.

The terrorists who were
later identified as the
most-wanted LeT com-
mander Talib Hussain
Shah - the mastermind be-
hind a series of explosions
in his home district
Rajouri - and his associate
Faisal Ahmad Dar of
south Kashmir’s Pulwama

district were escaping the
dragnet of security forces
and had reached the vil-
lage for shelter on
Saturday night.

The six close relatives
kept their wits about them
as they took on the two
armed terrorists bare-
handed in an hour-long
confrontation in the hill-
top village that can be
reached only after
trekking for over two
hours from the last mo-
torable road.

When I returned to my
‘dhok’ (hamlet) in the
evening (on Saturday)
after work, I saw two un-
known persons inside the
house and got suspicious
as they introduced them-
selves as businessmen.

They ordered me to switch
off the mobile and keep it
on the floor. They also re-
stricted me from going
outside, Mohammad
Yousuf said.

As it was dark, Yousuf
said, he tricked the terror-
ists by keeping his mobile
phone on the ground with
one hand and swooping it
up with the other before
pleading with them to let
him go outside to attend
nature’s call.

Outside the premises,
Yousuf said he telephoned
his brother and told him
that this might be our last
conversation as some peo-
ple have come to my house
and collected all the infor-
mation about our extend-
ed family.

Hurt by turn of events but will make Sena stronger: Uddhav
Aurangabad, Jul 05 (PTI):

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray has
said that he was “hurt” to
see some members ditch-
ing the party despite get-
ting benefits and will visit
Hingoli in Marathwada
soon, party leaders said on
Tuesday, a day after local
Sena MLA, Santosh
Bangar, crossed over to the
Eknath Shinde faction just
ahead of the floor test.

Interestingly, Bangar,
the MLA from Kalamnuri
in the Hingoli district, was
recently seen weeping ask-
ing rebels to return to the
Sena fold in videos during
the earlier days of the re-
volt.

After Bangar joined the
Shinde camp and voted in
favour of the trust vote in

the Assembly on Monday,
a meeting of district Shiv
Sena leaders was held at
the government guest
house in Hingoli on
Tuesday where Uddhav
Thackeray spoke to party
workers over the phone
and told them that he
would visit Hingoli soon,
Shiv Sena leader Ramesh
Shinde told PTI.

Thackeray told Sena
workers that it was
painful to see that those
(MLAs and ministers)
who won due to Sena

workers and got every-
thing (positions in the
party) have left him.

“But those who didn’t
get anything are with me.
I shall fight and reinvigo-
rate Sena. I will come to
(Hingoli) soon to meet
you,” Thackeray told the
party workers in the meet-
ing, a video of which has
gone viral.

Shinde said Sena work-
ers were shocked to see
Bangar joining the Shinde
group at the last moment.

“Shiv Sena is intact.
The Sena workers who
were informed about the
meeting attended it,” he
said. One video had shown
Bangar sobbing and say-
ing that the environment
in the state had turned
bad and all dissidents
with Shinde must return

to the party fold as
Uddhav Thackeray would
surely forgive them.

He had also hailed the
Sena as followers of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and Bal
Thackeray and said it was
the duty of everyone to
keep the saffron flag of
Hindutva flying high
without any taint.

Shinde on Monday won
the crucial floor test in the
state Assembly on the last
day of the two-day special
session of the House. In
the 288-member House,
164 MLAs voted for the
motion of confidence,
while 99 voted against it.

With Bangar’s
crossover, the tally of
Sena legislators in the
Shinde camp went up 
to 40.

ACB raids various locations of K’taka
Cong MLA Zameer Ahmed Khan

Bengaluru, Jul 05 (PTI):

The Anti-Corruption
Bureau in Karnataka on

Tuesday raided five loca-
tions of Congress MLA B
Z Zameer Ahmed Khan
following a report of the

Enforcement Directorate.
According to ACB offi-

cials, the raids were car-
ried out at his residence
near the Cantonment
Railway station, a flat in
Silver Oak Apartment, a
guest house at
Sadashivanagar, G K
Associates office at
Banashankari and
National Travels office
in Kalasipalya in the
city. “The ACB teams are
verifying the documents
and the investigation is
on,” the ACB official
said. Multiple teams of
the ACB arrived at five
locations of Khan, a
four-time MLA, who had
served as the food and

civil supplies minister
in the H D
Kumaraswamy govern-
ment for over a year
from June 2018, from the
morning.

Last year in August,
the Enforcement
Directorate had raided
Khan and another for-
mer minister R Roshan
Baig’s residence, al-
legedly in connection
with the IMA ponzi
scheme worth Rs 4,000
crore in which thou-
sands of people, mostly
Muslims, were duped of
their hard-earned
money. Khan had ap-
peared before the ED
several times.
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BRIEF
4 arrested 

New Delhi: Three
men and a woman
were arrested here for
allegedly posing as in-
come tax officials and
stealing Rs 15,000
cash, phones and jew-
ellery from a house in
Shahdara, police said
on Monday. They have
been identified as
Gurjant Singh (31),
Satpal Singh (28),
Gurpreet (30) and
Navjot Singh (30), all
residents of Punjab,
the police said, adding
that they are part of a
15-member gang.
Police officials said
they received a call
around 6 pm on
Sunday about some
income tax officials
conducting a raid
without police per-
sonnel and seizing
mobile phones of all
family members.

Two nabbed
Guwahati: Two per-
sons were arrested
with 12.59 gm of hero-
in in Nagaon district
of Assam, police said
on Tuesday. A man
was arrested from
Chokitup Fasiroad in
the first raid, they
said. He was nabbed
while trafficking the
drugs. Sixteen plastic
vials containing 1.8
gm heroin and 20
empty plastic vials
were seized from him,
they added. In the sec-
ond incident, a team
of the Batadrava po-
lice station conducted
a raid, acting on a tip-
off, and apprehended
another man, police
said. A soapbox con-
taining 10.79 gm hero-
in was seized from
him, they said.

Car falls into gorge
New Tehri
(U’Khand): A tourist
from Ghaziabad was
killed while three oth-
ers were injured
when their car fell
into a gorge in
Uttarakhand’s Tehri
district, police said on
Tuesday. They were
returning from
Kedarnath when the
accident occurred
near Vyasi on the
Rishikesh-Badrinath
highway on Monday
night, Tehri SSP
Navneet Bhullar said.
Police and SDRF per-
sonnel pulled out the
deceased and the in-
jured from the gorge
in a late night rescue
operation, he said.
The deceased was
identified as Nishant
(23), a resident of
Ghaziabad.

Italian held 
Maharajganj (UP):
An Italian national
has been arrested
along the India-
Nepal border while
he was trying to
enter the country
without a valid visa,
a senior official said
on Tuesday. Federico
Negri (39) was
stopped by the
Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) team for rou-
tine checking in
Sonauli area on
Monday but he could
not produce a vaild
visa, Commanding
Officer, SSB, Varun
Kumar said.

Three killed 
Jaunpur (UP):
Three people were
killed when a pickup
vehicle, which was
taking an out of
order minibus, was
hit by a truck in
Badlapur area here
on Tuesday morn-
ing, police said. The
victims were killed
on the spot at
Varanasi-Lucknow
national highway,
said Assistant
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar.

Police at the entrance of the Congress MLA Zameer
Ahmed Kan residence following raids by Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) sleuths, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, July 5.

School students with their guardians wade through a
flooded street following heavy monsoon rains, in Mumbai,
Tuesday, July 5.

p Kundalika river
crosses danger
mark
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ITALIAN GLACIER AFTER AVALANCHE

A view taken from a rescue helicopter of the Punta Rocca glacier near Canazei, in the
Italian Alps in northern Italy, Tuesday, July 5 two day after a huge chunk of the glacier
broke loose, sending an avalanche of ice, snow, and rocks onto hikers. 

HOUSE DAMAGED

A boy collects usable items from his house that was damaged by heavy rain, on the outskirts of Quetta, Pakistan, Tuesday, July 5.

Brussels, Jul 05 (AP):

The 30 NATO allies signed
off on the accession proto-
cols for Sweden and Finland

on Tuesday, sending the
membership bids of the two
nations to the alliance capi-
tals for legislative approvals.

The move further increas-

es Russia’s strategic isolation
in the wake of its invasion of
neighbouring Ukraine in
February and military strug-
gles there since. This is truly

a historic moment for
Finland, for Sweden and for
NATO, said alliance
Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg. The 30 ambassa-
dors and permanent repre-
sentatives formally approved
the decisions of last week’s
NATO summit when the al-
liance made the historic deci-
sion to invite Russia’s neigh-
bor Finland and
Scandinavian partner
Sweden to join the military
club. Despite the agreement
in the alliance, parliamentary
approval in member state
Turkey could still pose prob-
lems for their final inclusion
as members. Last week,
Turkish leader Recep Tayyip
Erdogan warned that Ankara
could still block the process if
the two countries fail to fully
meet Turkey’s demand to ex-
tradite terror suspects with
links to outlawed Kurdish
groups or the network of an
exiled cleric accused of a
failed 2016 coup in Turkey.

NATO nations sign accession
protocols for Sweden, Finland

Finlands Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto, left, Swedens Foreign Minister Ann Linde, right,
and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg attend a media conference after the signa-
ture of the NATO Accession Protocols for Finland and Sweden in the NATO headquarters
in Brussels, Tuesday, July 5.

Los Angeles, Jul 05 (PTI):

Researchers have devel-
oped new lithium-ion bat-
teries that perform well at
both freezing cold and
scorching hot tempera-
tures, while packing a lot of
energy.

The batteries, described
in the journal PNAS, could
allow electric vehicles in
cold climates to travel far-
ther on a single charge.

They could also reduce
the need for cooling sys-
tems to keep the vehicles’
battery packs from over-
heating in hot climates.

The researchers at the
University of California
(UC) San Diego in the US
developed an electrolyte

that is not only versatile
and robust throughout a
wide temperature range,
but also compatible with a
high energy anode and
cathode.

The anode is the elec-
trode where electricity
moves into. The cathode is
the electrode where elec-
tricity flows out.

“You need high tempera-
ture operation in areas
where the ambient temper-
ature can reach the triple
digits and the roads get
even hotter. In electric vehi-
cles, the battery packs are
typically under the floor,
close to these hot roads,”
said Zheng Chen, a profes-
sor at the UC San Diego,
and senior author of the

study. “Also, batteries warm
up just from having a cur-
rent run through during op-
eration. If the batteries can-
not tolerate this warmup at
high temperature, their per-
formance will quickly de-
grade,” Chen said.

In tests, the batteries re-
tained 87.5 per cent and
115.9 per cent of their ener-
gy capacity at minus 40 and
50 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively.

They also had high
Coulombic efficiencies of
98.2 per cent and 98.7 per
cent at these temperatures,
respectively, which means
the batteries can undergo
more charge and discharge
cycles before they stop
working.

The batteries are both
cold and heat tolerant
thanks to their electrolyte,
which is made of a liquid
solution of dibutyl ether
mixed with a lithium salt.

A special feature about
dibutyl ether is that its mol-
ecules bind weakly to lithi-
um ions. In other words, the
electrolyte molecules can
easily let go of lithium ions
as the battery runs.

This weak molecular in-
teraction, the researchers
had discovered in a previ-
ous study, improves battery
performance at sub-zero
temperatures.

Dibutyl ether can easily
take the heat because it
stays liquid at high temper-
atures, the researchers

said. What is also special
about this electrolyte is that
it is compatible with a lithi-
um-sulfur battery, which is
a type of rechargeable bat-
tery that has an anode
made of lithium metal and
a cathode made of sulfur.

Lithium-sulfur batteries
are an essential part of
next-generation battery
technologies because they
promise higher energy den-
sities and lower costs, ac-
cording to the researchers.

They can store up to two
times more energy per kilo-
gram than today’s lithium-
ion batteries — which could
double the range of electric
vehicles without any in-
crease in the weight of the
battery pack.

Batteries that work well in extreme 
cold and heat developed Richmond, Jul 05 (AP):

Hundreds of homes
have been inundated in
and around Australia’s
largest city in a flood
emergency that was im-
pacting 50,000 people, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

Emergency response
teams made 100 rescues
overnight of people
trapped in cars on flooded
roads or in inundated
homes in the Sydney area,
State Emergency Service
manager Ashley Sullivan
said.

Days of torrential rain
have caused dams to over-
flow and waterways to
break their banks, bring-
ing a fourth flood emer-
gency in 16 months to
parts of the city of 5 mil-
lion people.

Evacuation orders and
warnings to prepare to
abandon homes impacted
50,000 people, up from
32,000 on Monday, New
South Wales Premier
Dominic Perrottet said.

This event is far from
over. Please don’t be com-
placent, wherever you are.
Please be careful when
you’re driving on our
roads. There is still sub-
stantial risk for flash flood-
ing across our state,
Perrottet said.

The New South Wales
state government de-
clared a disaster across
23 local government
areas overnight, activat-
ing federal government
financial assistance for
flood victims.

Emergency Services
Minister Steph Cooke
credited the skill and
commitment of rescue
crews for preventing any
death or serious injury
by the fourth day of the
flooding emergency.

Parts of southern
Sydney had been lashed
by more than 20 centime-

ters (nearly 8 inches) of
rain in 24 hours, more
than 17 per cent of the
city’s annual average,
Bureau of Meteorology
meteorologist Jonathan
How said.

Severe weather warn-
ings of heavy rain re-
mained in place across
Sydney’s eastern suburbs
on Tuesday. The warnings
also extended north of
Sydney along the coast
and into the Hunter Valley.

The worst flooding was
along the Hawkesbury-
Nepean river system along
Sydney’s northern and
western fringes.

The good news is that by
tomorrow afternoon, it is
looking to be mostly dry
but, of course, we are re-
minding people that these
floodwaters will remain
very high well after the

rain has stopped, How
said. There was plenty of
rain fall overnight and
that is actually seeing
some rivers peak for a sec-
ond time. So you’ve got to
take many days, if not a
week, to start to see these
floodwaters start to re-
cede, How added.

Residents of Lansvale,
in southwest Sydney, were
surprised by the speed at
which their area became
inundated and the grow-
ing frequency of such
flooding. Well, it happened
in 1986 and ‘88, then it did-
n’t happen for 28 years
and, so, 2016 and 2020 and
now it’s happened four
times this year, a Lansvale
local identified only as
Terry told Australian
Broadcasting Corp. televi-
sion of his home being
flooded.

Sydney floods impact 50,000
around Australia’s largest city

Jihadi attacks kill 22 people
in Burkina Faso, say officials
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), Jul 05 (AP):

Attacks by jihadis killed
at least 22 people in north-
western Burkina Faso and
also injured others, the
government said.

The cowardly and bar-
baric attack occurred late
Sunday in the commune of
Bourasso in Kossi
province, Babo Pierre
Pierre Bassinga, governor
of Boucle du Mouhoun re-
gion, said in a statement.

The West African nation
has been overrun by jihadi
violence linked to al-Qaida
and the Islamic State
group in recent years.
Violence has killed thou-
sands and displaced near-
ly 2 million people from
their homes.

Mutinous soldiers
ousted Burkina Faso’s
democratically elected
president in January
promising to secure the
country, but since then

violence has increased
and spread.

More than 530 violent
incidents occurred be-
tween February and May,
which was more than
double the level during
the same period of 2021,
according to the Armed
Conflict Location &
Event Data Project.

At least 135 people
were killed in 12 jihadi at-
tacks during the first two
weeks of June, according
to an internal security re-
port for aid workers seen
by The Associated Press.

In an attempt to stem
the violence, last month
the junta announced the
creation of two military
zones in the hard-hit East
and Sahel regions, forc-
ing civilians to leave
their homes within two
weeks and prompting
concerns it would wors-
en the crisis of displaced
people.

Wellington (New Zealand), Jul 05 (AP):

A satellite the size of a
microwave oven successful-
ly broke free from its orbit
around Earth on Monday
and is headed toward the
moon, the latest step in
NASA’s plan to land astro-
nauts on the lunar surface
again. It’s been an unusual
journey already for the
Capstone satellite. It was
launched six days ago from
New Zealand’s Mahia
Peninsula by the company
Rocket Lab in one of their
small Electron rockets. It
will take another four
months for the satellite to
reach the moon, as it cruis-
es along using minimal en-
ergy. Rocket Lab founder
Peter Beck told The
Associated Press it was
hard to put his excitement

into words.
It’s probably going to

take a while to sink in. It’s
been a project that has
taken us two, two-and-a-
half years and is just in-
credibly, incredibly diffi-
cult to execute, he said. So
to see it all come together
tonight and see that space-
craft on its way to the
moon, it’s just absolutely
epic. Beck said the rela-
tively low cost of the mis-
sion NASA put it at USD
32.7 million marked the
beginning of a new era for
space exploration.

For some tens of mil-
lions of dollars, there is
now a rocket and a space-
craft that can take you to
the moon, to asteroids, to
Venus, to Mars, Beck said.
It’s an insane capability
that’s never existed be-

fore.

NASA satellite breaks from orbit
around Earth, heads to moon

T oday, we mark the completion of
5 years since the Goods and

Services Tax (GST) was introduced in
our country. It was first discussed in
the report of Kelkar Task Force on indi-
rect taxes in 2003 and hence took 13
long years in the making. Since 2017,
GST naturally, has faced teething
problems. But more than the teething
problems, it has emerged strongly
after facing the turbulence of Covid-19
global pandemic and its fall-out. It is to
the credit of the GST Council that the
centre and the states held each other's
hands together to not just face the cri-
sis but to lift our economy on to recov-
ery. It is this working together that has
made India stand out now as the
fastest growing economy, as projected
by many, this year and the next.

Several countries moved to the GST
regime long before India did in 2017.
But, the mechanism of the GST Council
itself is unique to India. The quasi-fed-
eral nature of Indian polity wherein
both the centre and states enjoyed
independent powers of taxation
demanded a unique solution. States of
different sizes and in different stages
of development with their legacy tax
systems had to be brought together
under the GST. States were also in dif-
ferent stages in the use of technology
for revenue collection. The GST
Council, the constitutional body, and a
GST solution unique to India (dual
GST) were the answers found to such a
demand. With a few exceptions, taxes
both of the Centre and the states were
subsumed in the GST. Seventeen dif-

ferent laws were merged and a single
taxation was brought in through the
GST. For India, the GST Council has
played a crucial role in forging a
national consensus on key issues of
GST - rates, exemptions, business
processes and movement of ITC etc.

Over 63.9 lakh taxpayers migrated
into the GST in July 2017. This number
has more than doubled to over 1.38
crore taxpayers as of June 2022.  Over
41.53 lakh taxpayers and 67 thousand
transporters are enrolled on the e-way
portal, on an average generating per
month 7.81 crore e-way bills. Since the
launch of the system, a total of 292
crore e-way bills have been generated
of which 42% are for the inter-state
transport of goods. This year 31st May
saw the highest single day generation
of 31,56,013 e-way bills.

The average monthly collections
have increased from Rs 1.04 lakh
crores in 2020-21 to Rs 1.24 lakh crores
in ’21-22. In the first 2 months of this
year the average collections are Rs.
1.55 lakh crores. It is a reasonable and
fair expectation that this steady
increasing trend will continue. GST has
eliminated the tax arbitrage that exist-
ed among Indian states under the
CST/VAT regime. 

An intrusive control system, then,
involving border check posts and phys-
ical verification of goods-laden-trucks
played havoc resulting in loss of time
and fuel. As a result the logistics chain
for movement of cargo, even within
the country, could not acquire scale
and efficiency. Logistics costs were

estimated to contribute as much as
15% to the cost of goods. With no such
arbitrage under the IGST and with the
e-way bills, the logistics supply chain
efficiencies have increased manifold.
With our focus on multi-modal trans-
port and now with PM Gati Shakti
these gains are only sure to multiply. In
the pre-GST regime, on most of the
items, the combined centre and states
rates were more than 31%. 

However, under the GST, the rates
of over 400 goods and 80 services have
been reduced. The highest 28% rate is
restricted to sin and luxury items. Out
of a total of 230 items which were in
the 28% slab close to 200 items have
been shifted to lower slabs. Special
attention has been paid to the needs of
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).

The objective continues to be that
their tax and compliance burden be
kept low. Equally, it was important to
ensure that they remain integrated
with the supply chain for the purpose
of ITC. In this context, there were two
important steps that were taken up:
the enhancement of the threshold
exemption limit from Rs 20 lakh to Rs
40 lakh for goods and the introduction
of the Quarterly Returns and Monthly
Payments (QRMP) scheme which has
the potential to benefit 89% of the tax-
payers. Since inception, the adminis-
tration of GST continues to be IT based
and fully automated. 

The creation of GSTN, a profession-
ally managed technology company to
run the platform was a step in the right
direction. Constant review and
upgrading of the hardware and soft-
ware capacities have helped in keeping
the system nimble. The system of
automated IGST refunds by Customs
and refund of accumulated input tax
credit (ITC) to exporters by the GST
authorities has made the neutralisa-
tion of input taxes on export goods and
services seamless and hassle-free. 

It is noteworthy that most litiga-
tions on GST matters have centred
around issues such as ITC, powers
available to the GST officers on
aspects of enforcement such as issu-

ing of summons, arrest of persons,
attachment of property for recoveries
etc. Even in the much highlighted
recent judgement of the Hon. Supreme
Court in the case of Mohit Minerals vs
UoI, the Court has not set aside or
altered the fundamental features of
the GST. 

Asim Dasgupta, Finance Minister of
West Bengal for 24 years, was the
Chairperson of the Empowered Group
of State Finance Ministers from 2000-
2010. The first formulation of the GST
laws were made in 2009. In an inter-
view given to a business newspaper on
2 July 2017, he highlighted the signifi-
cant features of the GST, which remain
intact to this day: “The States never
had the power to levy Service Tax.
States have been asking from the very
beginning for the power to levy
Service Tax, and not simply [get] a
share of it. With GST that has been
brought in.” 

He further added, “ The Empowered
Committee has been taking a firm
stand on the autonomy of the States.
The GST Council, incidentally, is a rec-
ommendatory body to Parliament for
Central GST and to Assemblies for the
State GST. Technically, the legislature
may or may not accept it. So, this
power of the legislature has not been
taken away.” 

Importantly, Dasgupta says, “As far
as the rates are concerned, States and
the Centre together are accepting a
kind of single tax for both. So, in a
sense, there is a partial sacrifice of
States and the Centre in the interest of
cooperative federalism. GST is giving
additional powers to the State in terms
of service tax. Half of state domestic
product is services.”

Former Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley, on the completion of 2 years of
GST said in his blog, “…GST proved to
be both consumer and assessee friend-
ly.” Thanks to the positivity shown by
the taxpayers and the assessee’s
embracing technology, GST, indeed
has made India a single market.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  FFiinnaannccee
MMiinniisstteerr))
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Free of prejudice
Independence of judiciary is
the bedrock of democracy, but
only if it is free of prejudices.
The recent statement by a
judge that laments social
media for the critical reac-
tions to its verdict in Nupur
Sharma case is, in fact, lamen-
table in itself, in as much as it
puts law as absolute, overrid-
ing public opinion. Law may be
above public opinion, but it
cannot be above public inter-
est. And most often, the two
overlap. The relics of British
rule still survive in matters
when contempt of court is
stretched to absurd limits. It
would be equitable if the judi-
ciary takes it not as a blame in
personal capacity, and
refrains from aiming the guns
at social media.

RRaakkeesshh  SSuuddaann,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Party IT cells
Every party has an IT cell in
which material (also ‘doc-
tored’) is stashed with project-
ed targets and made viral on
social media. Such content
leads to riots, hatred and
enmity among different strata
of society. The authorities
stay mute or seldom take
action. The court has
expressed concern on speech-
es and TV debates by party
spokespersons. The ignored
and helpless sections of socie-
ty vent their anger through
social media. To maintain
peace, every citizen must
respect other citizens, irre-
spective of caste, religion, lan-
guage, region and other dis-
similarities. This place in
almost all fields is shrinking.

DDiillwwaarr  AAllii  MMeeeerraakk,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Fallout of secularism 
India, call it fortunately or
unfortunately happens to be
the only Secular Democratic
nation where secularism has
become the synonym of
appeasement. Interestingly the
very appeasement policy of the
secular forces is only meant for
one particular religion for
votes in election. Extreme acts
of violence are being perpe-
trated - like the beheading in
Udaipur of one person belong-
ing to the majority community,
the recent riots in Kanpur,
police station burning in
Batadrawa, targeted killing of
a particular section named
Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu &
Kashmir and selective target-
ing of Hindu supporters of BJP
in West Bengal and parts of
Kerala - where members of the
majority community are the
victims. It simply proves that
India is heading to be a theo-
cratic Islamic nation like
Pakistan, Iran, Syria, Saudi
Arabia etc., in no time. Our so-
called politicians belonging to
INC, SP, TMC, NCP and the
Leftists must be waiting in the
wings for the moment when
our Tricolour would be lowered
in Red Fort as it happened in
last 15 August and the
Pakistani flag will be hoisted in
its place. Is it not a rumbling of
distant thunder?

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children,
Youth and Sports in its latest report has made a set of significant rec-
ommendations for reforms in higher education sector, but ramifications
of implementing some of those for different stakeholders will be a cru-
cial factor which the central and state governments will find difficult to
ignore. A key recommendation by the parliamentary panel is that the
central government should give an active consideration to the demand
that deemed universities be allowed to use the term 'university' by
amending Clause 23 of the University Grants Commission (UGAC) Act,
1956 which states that no institution, other than a university established
or incorporated by a Central Act, a Provincial Act or a State Act is enti-
tled to use the word 'University'. The Committee says that the term
'deemed university' creates a lot of confusion in foreign countries as
there is no concept of deemed university in many parts of the world. It
is also of the view that as part of the administrative reforms which the
Department of Higher Education may be considering towards the edu-
cation sector, a Single Window System to be evolved through joint
efforts of both state governments as well as the central government will
help expedite approval from various regulatory authorities which
Private/ Deemed/ other Universities are required to obtain. The
Committee observes that as per the data of All India Survey of
HigherEducation (AISHE), there are 1,043 universities, 42,343 colleges
and 11,779 standalone institutions and out of these, almost 78.6 per cent
are in the private sector-aided or unaided colleges and only about 21 per
cent are in the government sector, says the report. The Committee also
observes that the private sector is contributing in a significant way
towards the overall growth in Higher Education and most of them also
expect some financial support as some incentive and the same merits
attention. Allocation of government fund for incentivising private sector
higher education institutions runs the risk of further curtailment of fund
available for government educational institutions and this may limit role
of public sector in higher education sector. The Committee has flagged
the issue of majority of higher educational institutions being without
formal accreditation. It observes that, at present, barely 20% of the
approximately 50,000 educational institutions go for formal accredita-
tion. "Considering the importance ofaccreditation as it underscores
standardization and a guarantee towards minimum benchmark, more
efforts to offer incentives to bring institutions under accreditation sys-
tem is the need of the hour," says the panel in its report harping on the
importance of accreditation. Disaggregated data will shed light as to
how many of the higher educational institution in both private and pub-
lic sector are without formal accreditation and such data will be crucial
to undertake a comprehensive review of quality of education, research
in these higher education institutions. The committee has observed that
many deemed Universities to make quick money were starting Open
Distance Learning courses undermining the qualitative research work
and strongly recommends adequate measures to curb such tendencies
after carefully examining the options. The panel sounded the alarm bell
against "growing commercialisation of education in certain States" and
"the disturbing trend of many colleges associating with coaching class-
es to prepare their enrolled students in certain cities" and making the
learning process "a farce through this unholy nexus between coaching
classes and colleges". Quick implementation of the recommendation by
the committee that the central government, in coordination with state
governments must work out mechanisms to curb such trends and pun-
ish such institutions by derecognizing them which will provide a protec-
tive shield for students and their parents against crass commercializa-
tion in higher education. The Committee's recommendation for adop-
tion of Cluster System in higher education, as a defined policy, through
sharing of resources such as libraries, infrastructure, laboratories, best
practices and other human resources will prove beneficial and UGC must
evolve norms towards such sharing by reputed Universities/ IITs etc.
which can bring about a radical change and optimal utilization of public
fund allocated for higher education sector and ensure fair share to all
education institutions of these resources. The Committee notes that
even after several decades, many State Universities regularly fail in
smooth and flawless conduct of examinations. Instances like —a) ques-
tion paper leak b) administering a wrong question paper c) confusion
about seating arrangements and exam centre d) rampant cases of copy-
ing e) framing questions that are out of syllabi f) wrong examiners being
appointed for assessment; and g) Student-Examiner nexus etc. 

Reforms in higher 
education
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Pigeons surround pilgrims outside the the Grand Mosque in the Saudi Arabias holy city of Mecca, Tuesday, July 5. Saudi Arabia
is expected to receive one million Muslims to attend Hajj pilgrimage, which will begin on July 7, after two years of limiting the
numbers because coronavirus pandemic.

Five years stronger

PIGEONS SURROUND PILGRIMS

SS cientists have used a molecule made
by bacteria to develop a new class of

sustainable biofuels powerful enough to
launch rockets. A team of biofuel experts,
led by Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory (Berkeley Lab) in the US, took
inspiration from an extraordinary antifun-
gal molecule made by Streptomyces bacte-
ria to develop a totally new type of fuel
that has projected energy density greater
than the most advanced heavy-duty fuels
used today, including the rocket fuels used
by NASA. "This biosynthetic pathway pro-
vides a clean route to highly energy-dense
fuels that, prior to this work, could only be
produced from petroleum using a highly
toxic synthesis process," said project
leader Jay Keasling, a synthetic biology
pioneer and CEO of the Department of
Energy's Joint BioEnergy Institute (JBEI).
"As these fuels would be produced from

bacteria fed with plant matter -- which is
made from carbon dioxide pulled from the
atmosphere -- burning them in engines will
significantly reduce the amount of added
greenhouse gas relative to any fuel gener-
ated from petroleum," Keasling added.
Researchers said that their fuel candidate
is also extremely energetic, potentially
boosting rockets beyond their current
capabilities. The key molecules used are
called POP-FAMEs, short for "polycylco-
propanated fatty acid methyl esters". The
team's work focuses on two known exam-
ples of organic compounds, both made by
Streptomyces bacteria and impossible to
grow in a lab. Genes from another species
called S. roseoverticillatus was genetically
analysed, and, in 1990, scientists
announced the discovery of a natural prod-
uct called jawsamycin. 

This "toothy" molecule inspired
Keasling's team to examine the genomes of
related Streptomyces species for potential
rocket fuel applications. They subsequently
uncovered the "necessary ingredients" for
POP-FAMEs in another strain, S. albireticuli.
Unfortunately, the bacteria weren't as
cooperative when it came to productivity.
When two different engineered
Streptomyces failed to make POP-FAMEs in
sufficient quantities, the team copied their
newly-arranged gene cluster into a more
"tame" relative, the researchers said.

A
team of international re-
searchers may have uncovered

the cause of the neurological condi-
tions seen in patients with long-Covid,
such as brain fog.

The team from Swinburne
University of Technology and La
Trobe University in Australia and
Luxembourg University in
Luxembourg revealed that fragments
of proteins from the SARS-CoV-2
virus can form amyloid clumps in the
brain that look similar to the amy-
loids found in patients with neurode-
generative diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.

Further, the study published in the
journal Nature Communications
showed that these amyloids are highly
toxic to brain cells.

To understand, the team designed,
performed and analysed the biochemi-
cal flow cytometry assays used to de-
termine the mechanism of brain cell
death triggered by the amyloids and
assisted with physical characterisa-
tion of the amyloids at the Australian
Synchrotron.

“If further studies are able to prove
that the formation of these amyloids
is causing long-Covid then anti-amy-
loid drugs developed to treat
Alzheimer’s might be used to treat
some of the neurological symptoms of

long-Covid,” said Dr Mirren Charnley,
a postdoctoral researcher at
Swinburne.

Long-Covid is marked by neurologi-
cal symptoms, such as memory loss,
sensory confusion, severe headaches,
and even stroke.

These neurological symptoms are
similar to the early stages of neurode-
generative diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, which
are characterised by the presence of
clumps of ordered proteins a” known
as amyloids – in the brain.

The long-Covid symptoms can per-
sist for months after the infection is
over.

While there is evidence that the
virus can enter the brain of infected
people, the precise mechanisms caus-
ing these neurological symptoms are
unknown.

Study reveals possible cause of long Covid ‘Brain Fog’How bacteria may help make sustainable, 
super-efficient rocket fuel

The   fast-paced   political   developments   in  Maharashtra have left
even the Chanakayas and political   pundits   stunned   as   strokes
and masterstrokes are being played. With the motive of creating
political instability in the state, a drama was played out, but it is still
unclear how many more episodes are yet to unfold. The Shiv Sena
said former Maharashtra Chief  Minister Devendra Fadnavis taking
oath  as  deputy  chief  minister  was  a"shocking climax" to the
drama of creating political instability in the state, and questioned
the BJP why it did not show a "big heart" by honouring the pact of
rotational CM in 2019. Fadnavis's act of  becoming Deputy Chief
Minister instead of Chief Minister is now being defended as an
instance of his "big heart" and "adherence to the party's direc-
tives". The 'mahashakti' (superforce) behind the entire drama got
exposed. Gaining power in Maharashtra through a rebellion in Shiv
Sena was the main objective of  this whole play, which was enact-
ed in Surat, Guwahati, Supreme Court, Goa, Raj Bhavan and ulti-
mately at Mantralaya (state secretariat). However, the climax at
the Raj Bhavan was the most shocking part of it. The one who every-
one believed would become the Chief  Minister (Fadnavis) had to
take oath as the deputy chief minister and viceversa. He accepted
the post as the order of the party leadership. But it is now being said
in defence that Fadnavis showed a big heart and took up the post
(instead of becoming CM himself). But had the BJP showed its big
heart by keeping its promise (about the rotational Chief Minister)
made to the Shiv Sena two-and-a-half years back, then there was
no need for it to present any defence for what happened now,
Thackeray's  party  said  in  Sena  mouthpiece 'Saamana'. A day
after the collapse of  the UddhavThackeray-led  Maha  Vikas  Aghadi
(MVA) government due to a rebellion within the Shiv Sena, Fadnavis
had announced that rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde would be
the new Chief  Minister, but he himself  would not be part of  the
government. He however, later took oath as Deputy Chief  Minister.
The BJP, notably, is the single largest party in the Assembly. In 2019,
the Shiv Sena and the BJP had fought the Assembly polls together,
but parted ways due to differences over sharing the chief minis-
ter'spost. The Sena claims it was decided that all posts, including
that of  the Chief  Minister, would be shared between the two saf-
fron parties. Uddhav Thackeray rued that had Union Home Minister
Amit Shah kep this word of rotating the top post in the state in 2019,
the BJP would have been steering the government now. The BJP
central leadership's move to ask Fadnavis to join the Shinde cabinet
as deputy CM has sent the party rank and file into a tizzy. Quite log-
ical. Many see this as Fadnavis' demotion close on the heels of
'Operation Lotus' which he executed deftly to bring down the Shiv
Sena-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government. There are mur-
murs in the party that Fadnavis, the state BJP's poster-boy,
deserved better and has been treated rather unfairly.

Maha drama in Maha politics
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CSR funds

Kohima: Urging cor-
porates to invest their
CSR funds for the de-
velopment of
Nagaland, Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio
said the state has a tal-
ented and naturally in-
novative workforce.
Addressing a pro-
gramme as part of the
Nagaland Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) and Investment
Conclave, Rio said the
state has its own devel-
opmental challenges
due to remoteness and
rough geographical
terrain, making it dif-
ficult for ensuring the
last mile delivery, par-
ticularly in health and
education.

SAIL’s tableau
Kolkata: Steel
Authority of India Ltd
(SAIL)  launched a
tableau here, com-
mencing the celebra-
tions of the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' icon-
ic week observed by
the Ministry of Steel
from July 4 to 10, a
company statement
said. The tableau was
inaugurated by SAIL
chairman Soma
Mondal in presence of
other senior officials.
Similar tableaux were
also flagged off at
other SAIL plant loca-
tions. The company
has also planned sev-
eral other thematic
events to celebrate
this week with exten-
sive public participa-
tion across its plant
and unit locations, the
statement said.

Next UPI

Gandhinagar:Union
IT minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday
exuded confidence that
Open Network for
Digital Commerce
(ONDC) can become the
next UPI, one of India's
most successful digital
products. According to
Vaishnaw, ONDC can
help entrepreneurs who
are into either e-com-
merce, B2B or dealing
directly with customers.

Solar panels

Chandigarh:
Haryana Power
Minister Ranjit Singh
Chautala  said the
power department is
preparing a proposal
to install solar panels
on canals across the
state to produce clean
energy. The minister
said that the state gov-
ernment is paying spe-
cial attention to pro-
mote the use of solar
energy. "The Power
Department is prepar-
ing a proposal to set up
power plants through
solar panels to be in-
stalled on canals
across the state," he
said while presiding
over an official meet-
ing in Fatehabad.

FOOD MINISTERS CONFERENCE

Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Piyush Goyal during
a conference of Food Ministers of states and UTs on Food and Nutrition Security of
India, in New Delhi, Tuesday, July 5.

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

India will not need to
import urea by 2025-end as
the domestic production of
conventional urea and
nano liquid urea is expect-
ed to be sufficient to meet
the country's annual de-
mand, Union Minister for
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya said
on Tuesday.

At present, the country's
urea (conventional) pro-
duction is 260 lakh tonnes,
while around 90 lakh
tonnes are imported to
meet local demand. "As
per our estimate, we will
be self-sufficient in urea
by 2025-end and there will
be no import dependence.
Our domestic production

of conventional urea and
nano urea will be more
than the demand," he told
reporters here. The minis-
ter said around 60 lakh
tonnes of production ca-
pacity will be added for
conventional urea, while
the output of nano urea is
estimated to rise to 44
crores bottles (of 500 ml
each) per annum, which
will be equivalent to 200
lakh tonnes of convention-

al urea. Mandaviya said
the adoption of nano urea
by farmers has been very
encouraging and high-
lighted that the liquid nu-
trient is effective for main-
taining soil health as well
as for increasing crop
yield.

According to a ministry
official, the government
will save foreign exchange
of about Rs 40,000 crore
per annum due to a reduc-
tion in imports.

One bottle of nano urea
is equivalent to one bag of
urea. Its application can ef-
fectively lead to a reduc-
tion in soil, water and air
pollution which happens
due to the overuse of
chemical fertilisers both
at production and con-
sumption levels. At pres-
ent, the capacity of nano
urea is 5 crore bottles per
year. Co-operative major
IFFCO has introduced in-

novative nano urea in the
market. The commercial
production started on
August 1, 2021 from
IFFCO's plant at Kalol in
Gujarat. Seven more nano
urea plants are being set
up by IFFCO as well as two
state-owned firms RCF
and NFL. IFFCO has
transferred the nano urea
technology to these two
public sector undertak-
ings free of cost. On de-
mand of nano-urea, the of-
ficial said the total
despatch of nano urea was
3,90,03,284 bottles and sales
2,87,25,822 bottles between
August 2021 and June 2022.
Nano urea has been sold
across various states. As
many as 3,36,456 bottles
have been exported as
well. Explaining the bene-
fits, the official said that
nano urea is eco-friendly
as it leads to less soil, air
and water pollution.

India to be self-sufficient
in urea by 2025 end: Govt
̈ Output of 

conventional &
nano urea rising

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

Witnessing a robust de-
mand for its electric scoot-
er Chetak, Bajaj Auto
plans to scale up the sales
infrastructure for the
model to 75 locations
across the country in the
current fiscal. The Pune-
based firm had brought
back its iconic Chetak
scooter in electric avatar
in October 2019. "Seeing
the enthusiastic demand
for this iconic model,
the company has in-
creased the touch-
points to 20 locations
in FY 2022. This is ex-
pected to grow to 75
in FY 2023," the com-
pany said in its Annual
Report for 2021-22. Initially,
Chetak was sold from only
two locations, Pune and
Bengaluru. The company
noted that when bookings
for the model were first
rolled out in early 2020, it
had to be stopped on ac-
count of COVID. "When we

restarted online bookings
on April 13, 2021, we had to
stop 48 hours later, owing
to overwhelming demand,"
it noted. During

the last fiscal, the
company said it has

sold 8,187 units of the e-
scooter. "We are committed
to the development of
Electric Vehicles (EVs).
Chetak is the first exam-
ple. The setting up of
Chetak Technology Ltd as
a fully owned subsidiary of
Bajaj Auto will aid in the

research, development,
production and sale of
EVs," the company stated.
These are the vehicles of
tomorrow and we want to
be an active player in this
space, Bajaj Auto informed
shareholders. Elaborating
on the chip shortage issue,
Bajaj Auto Chairman
Niraj Bajaj said the issue
is expected to impact the

company's production
volume.

"There is no doubt
in my mind nor

should it be in yours that
Bajaj Auto has a complete

suite of profitable two-and
three-wheelers that can
significantly increase the
domestic and internation-
al market share and earn
higher sales, revenues and
profits. "However, in all my
years as a fiduciary of
your company, I have never
seen it face such a global
supply constraint that it
has in terms of the sheer
scarcity of semiconduc-
tors," he said.

Bajaj Auto looks to sell Chetak
from 75 locations in current fiscal

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

Hungarian two-wheeler
maker Keeway on Tuesday
launched its K-Light 250V
motorcycle model in India
with introductory prices
starting at Rs 2.89 lakh (ex-
showroom). The deliveries
of the cruiser bike pow-
ered by a 249 cc engine will
start from mid-July 2022
onwards, the company said
in a statement. The bike
comes in three colour vari-
ants -- matte blue priced at
Rs 2.89 lakh, matte dark
grey tagged at Rs 2.99 lakh
and matte black at Rs 3.09
lakh (all prices ex-show-
room, India), it added. It is
equipped with the compa-
ny's smart-tech-enabled so-
lution KEEWAY Connect
that offers a host of func-
tions such as remote en-
gine cut-off, setting up of a
geo-fence, maintaining ride
records and setting max
speed limit, among others.

Keeway India Managing
Director Vikas Jhabakh
said K-Light 250V motorcy-
cle helps in establishing
the company's "unique
identity with our Indian
motoring enthusiasts". "We
are working towards intro-
ducing five more products
in the Indian market by the
end of this year and would
primarily comprise a

cruiser, two retro street
classics, one naked street,
and a race replica," he
added.

To meet the business re-
quirements, Keeway India
also plans to expand its
dealership network across
the country and look at on-
boarding over 100 dealers
by the end of 2023, Jhabakh
said.

Keeway launches K-Light 250V motorcycle

model in India, price starts at Rs 2.89 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

Healthcare industry
body NATHEALTH on
Tuesday asked the govern-
ment to put into abeyance
the recently announced 5
per cent GST on hospital
rooms with rental value of
above Rs 5,000 per day,
terming it an additional
burden on the sector. Last
week, the GST Council de-
cided that hospital room
rents (excluding ICU) ex-
ceeding Rs 5,000 per day
per patient shall be taxed at
5 per cent without input
tax credit. "While the phas-
ing away of the exemp-
tions is a laudable objective
for it integrates a large part
of the value chain in the
tax net, a crucial distinc-
tion must be made between
phasing out exemptions at
the final output stage and
phasing out of exemptions
at the inputs/intermediate

stage," NATHEALTH said
in a statement. Failure to
recognise this has led to
the government levying a
GST duty of 5 per cent on
hospital rooms with rental
value above Rs 5,000 per
day, it added. While this
measure may look innocu-
ous it distorts the design of
the GST and imposes an
additional tax burden on
the healthcare sector, the
lobby group noted. The
services in the hospital
rooms are an intermediate
input feeding into the over-
all healthcare services
which is currently outside
the GST net, it said.
Therefore, levying a 5 per
cent GST rate on hospital
rooms raises the embedded
tax burden in the health-
care sector impacting af-
fordability which is a key
objective of the National
Health Policy," the industry
body stated.

Healthcare industry seeks
suspension of 5pc GST on
high rental hospital rooms

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

A lot of work still needs
to be done to prune GST-ex-
empted items, especially in
the services sector, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said
on Tuesday. Addressing a
CII interactive session,
Bajaj said the effort is to re-
move the rough edges in
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) over the next two-
three years. On rationalisa-
tion of GST rates, the secre-
tary said a group of minis-
ters is looking into it. We
will have to wait for some
time, he said. Exemptions
still remain, a large number
on the services side, Bajaj
said, adding work needs to
be done to prune it .

On representations that 5
per cent GST on non-ICU
hospital rooms above Rs
5,000 is against affordable
healthcare, Bajaj said the
percentage of rooms in hos-

pitals which charge more
than Rs 5,000 is minuscule .
If I can spend Rs 5,000 on a
room, I can pay Rs 250 for
GST. I don't see any reason
for such a messaging that 5
per cent GST is hitting af-
fordable healthcare, Bajaj
said. The secretary said the
28 per cent slab in GST con-
tributes 16 per cent to the
gross GST revenue, while
the major chunk of 65 per
cent comes from the 18 per
cent slab. The slabs of 5 per
cent and 12 per cent con-
tribute 10 per cent and 8 per
cent of the total gross GST
revenue.

Work needs to be done to
prune GST exemption in
services: Revenue Secy

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

CII's President Sanjiv
Bajaj on Tuesday pitched
for the simplification of
Goods and Services Tax
structure, and suggested
that electricity as well as
fuel should be brought
under the GST ambit as
that will help make the in-
dustry more competitive.
He also suggested that the
number of tax slabs under
the GST should be brought
down to three. "Going for-
ward, we believe that on
GST further simplifica-
tion, cutting some of the
inconsistencies, there are
sectors where there is in-
verted tax structure,
bringing in items like elec-
tricity, fuel under GST will
further help simplify, cut
costs, make industry more

competitive," he said in an
interview to PTI. Further,
the president of the indus-
try body said there is justi-
fication for keeping sin
and luxury goods in the
highest slab. "We believe
there is (scope for) simpli-
fication to probably three
slabs. Now that five years
have gone and there is ex-
perience over there, is
what makes sense and that
is something that should

be deliberated upon,"
Bajaj, who is Chairman
and Managing Director of
Bajaj Finserv Limited,
said. Besides the exempted
category, GST is levied at 5
per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per
cent and 28 per cent. There
are separate tax rates for
gold and precious and
semi-precious stones. On
rupee movement against
the US dollar, Bajaj said
strong forex reserves
helped the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to intervene
when required to at least
check volatility.

"We believe that eventu-
ally the rupee must find its
own level and that is a re-
flection of our own com-
petitiveness but the volatil-
ity is what needs to be
moderated as RBI has
been trying to do," he said.

Industry body CII pitches for simplification
of GST, reduction in tax slabs

Rupee plunges by
41 paise to record

low of 79.36
against US dollar

Mumbai, Jul 05:  

The rupee fell by 41 paise to
close at a fresh lifetime low of
79.36 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday amid a
strong greenback overseas
and unrelenting foreign fund
outflows. At the interbank
forex market, the local unit
opened at 79.04 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.02 and a
low of 79.38. It finally settled
at 79.36 (provisional), down 41
paise over its previous close.
On Monday, the rupee had
closed at 78.95 against the US
dollar. The Indian rupee hit a
fresh record low against the
US Dollar on Tuesday on the
back of stronger dollar and
weaker-than-expected domes-
tic data, said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas. 

Mumbai, Jul 05: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex on
Tuesday gave up intra-day gains
to close lower by a little over 100
points on emergence of fag-end
selling in FMCG, banking and IT
stocks and weak opening in
European stock markets. The 30-
share BSE index declined 100.42
points or 0.19 per cent to settle at
53,134.35. During the day, it
jumped 631.16 points or 1.18 per
cent to 53,865.93. The NSE Nifty
also gave up intra-day gains and
dipped 24.50 points or 0.15 per
cent to 15,810.85. ITC, Wipro, Axis
Bank, Mahindra & Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Maruti Suzuki India, IndusInd
Bank and Asian Paints were among the
major laggards in the Sensex pack. Power
Grid, Bajaj Finserv, Hindustan Unilever,
Sun Pharma, Reliance Industries and

Tata Steel were among the major gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets in Tokyo,
Seoul and Hong Kong ended with gains,
while Shanghai settled marginally lower.
European bourses were trading in the
negative territory in mid-session deals.

Sensex pares intra-day gains to
settle over 100 points lower

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

Passenger vehicle retail
sales in the country rose 40
per cent in June indicating
an improvement in semi-
conductor supplies even as
demand, especially for
SUVs, remained robust,
auto dealer' body FADA
said on Tuesday.
According to the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA), passenger vehicle
(PV) registrations rose to
2,60,683 units last month,
as compared to 1,85,998
units in June 2021, regis-
tering an increase of 40
per cent. "The PV segment
continued to see robust

growth. An increase in dis-
patches clearly shows that
semiconductor availabili-
ty is now getting easier,"
FADA President Vinkesh
Gulati said in a statement.
Due to chip shortage, how-
ever, waiting periods, espe-
cially in compact SUV and
SUV segments, continue to
remain high, he added.
Despite long waiting peri-
ods, new vehicle launches
are witnessing robust
bookings thus reflecting a
healthy demand pipeline,
Gulati said. Two-wheeler
retail sales last month rose
20 per cent to 11,19,096
units, as compared to
9,30,825 units in the year-
ago period, FADA data

showed. Gulati noted that
poor market sentiment es-
pecially in rural India,
high cost of ownership, in-
flationary pressure and
June generally being a
lean month due to rains
kept the two-wheeler sales
at low speed. Commercial
vehicle retail sales also
witnessed an 89 per cent
year-on-year increase last
month at 67,696 units.

Three-wheeler registra-
tions surged last month to
46,040 units, as against
14,735 units in June last
year. Besides, tractor retail
sales also increased by 10
per cent at 57,340 units last
month, as compared to
52,289 units in June 2021.

Overall retail sales in-
creased by 27 per cent at
15,50,855 units in June, as
against 12,19,657 units in
the year-ago period.
Gulati, however, noted that
when compared to June
2019, a pre-COVID month,
overall sales last month
were still down by 9 per
cent. On business outlook,
he stated that with the
prices of almost all essen-
tial items having moved
northwards, it has put a
pressure on the common
man's household budget.
Additionally, the high fuel
prices have had a spillover
effect on transportation
and made it expensive,
Gulati said.

Passenger vehicle retail sales up 40 pc
in June as chip supply improves

A
ctress Payal
Rohatgi, who is all
set to tie the knot

with wrestler Sangram
Singh on July 9, has cho-
sen to wear temple jew-
ellery on her big day and
also her granny's gold

'kada' (bracelet that
Sikhs and some

Hindus wear around
their right wrist).

While sharing de-
tails about this spe-
cial Jewellery,
Payal said: "My
Nani, I loved her.
She has given me
her gold kada
which I am going
to wear with my
wedding jew-
ellery. She was
a sardarni."
"It's a really

beautiful kada
and the design
on it is amaz-
ing. I am

going to miss her on my
big day a lot, as she is not
around. So I am going to
wear her gold kada in her
memory, as a blessing from
her." Payal added. After 12

years of togetherness,
Payal Rohatgi and
Sangram Singh will tie the
knot on July 9 in the pres-
ence of family and close
friends in Agra.

Ranveer Singh likely to
host ‘Bigg Boss OTT 2’

Pushpa starts school
on ‘Pushpa Impossible’ 

W
ithin a month of premiering on television,
Sony SAB's Pushpa Impossible has made
its place in the hearts of audience and their

family time. The loveable but feisty Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) has charmed her way to audience’s hearts
and attention with her unique perspective, amusing
antics, and caring nature. A strong, independent sin-
gle mother who puts her kids above
everything, Pushpa, barrels
through the obstacle of life and
comes up with offbeat solutions
to her problems with her quick
thinking and street smarts. After
the many years of striving hard
and selflessly serving the priori-
ties of others, Pushpa aspires to
do something for herself.
Hoping to pursue the education
that she had to give-up early in
life, she is now determined to
fulfill that aspect of her life, by
finding her way and convinc-
ing everyone that there’s no
age for learning. Now she em-
barks on a new journey, and
as she goes back to school, we
hope that it inspires many
others like her, who are hold-
ing themselves back.

Seeing Pushpa in her school
uniform serves as a source of inspi-
ration for all the women struggling
to dream. Pushpa did the
Impossible, but wait, these are just
the beginning of the many chal-
lenges life has in store for her.
And Pushpa has found it even
more challenging because, in ad-
dition to her age being a barrier,
her own daughter Rashi is op-
posed to her pursuing her aspi-
rations. Stay tuned to Pushpa
Impossible as Pushpa navi-
gates through school life,
making new friends and stay-
ing strong in times of the ad-
versities life throws at her.
Pushpa has really managed
to make lemonade out of the
lemons life throws at her!

Watch Pushpa Impossible
from Monday to Friday at
9:30PM only Sony SAB!

ACROSS

1. Actor ____ Connery

5. Choir singer

9. Agreements

14. Zoo enclosure

15. Captain of the Enterprise

16. Honolulu greeting

17. Heinous

19. Fine fabric

20. Rebel general

21. English princess

22. Poked fun at

23. Nighttime vision

25. Bonnets

26. Drumstick

28. Rave's partner

29. Meadow mama

32. ____ citizen

35. Was present at

37. Association

38. Fall bloom

40. Bogeyman

41. Coalition

43. Not visible

45. ____ Gibson of "Braveheart"

46. Temperament

47. "Simpsons" bartender

48. Snow melter

49. Tiny landmass

53. India's Mother ____

56. Hit-or-____

59. "We ____ Family"

60. Golf clubs

61. City in NY

63. Hangman's loop

64. Brainstorm

65. Twitches

66. Requested

67. Ice mass

68. Poker payment

DOWN

1. Burn with steam

2. Devourer

3. Consent

4. Keanu Reeves role

5. Related

6. MGM's symbol

7. Factual

8. Authorizes

9. Artist's board

10. Pseudonym

11. Swindles

12. Biblical "you"

13. Hourglass filler

18. Carved brooch

22. Burst of bad temper

24. Suspect's story

25. Abhor

27. Breakfast food
28. Graded
29. Cliff's brink
30. "The Way We ____"
31. Eve's home
32. Fraudulent scheme
33. Fashion magazine
34. Void's partner
36. Nuzzles
39. Highlander
42. Gathered
44. Clatter
48. Sight or smell
50. Old Roman language
51. Build
52. Succinct
53. Songstress ____ Turner
54. Love deity
55. Chess piece
56. Method
57. Froster
58. Kind of carpet
61. Chest bone
62. Amtrak terminal (abbr.)
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You're at a dramatic climax in your
monthly emotional cycle today,
Aquarius. It's possible that you'll erupt
like a volcano. Don't be ashamed of
releasing these emotions. Your femi-
nine and masculine natures are quite
connected and they're working harmo-
niously in order to express themselves
to the fullest. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your Florence Nightingale side might
make an appearance today, Pisces. Your
default defense is to take care of yourself
and others. That's fine, but make sure you
do it in a way that doesn't deplete your
vital life force. The key is to offer advice
and then leave the situation. You aren't
responsible for others' actions. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is a terrific day for you, Aries.
You'll find that you can get quite a bit
done using your quick mind and sharp
wit. Information is flying fast and furi-
ous. Grab hold of what resonates with
you and discard what doesn't. The
more informed you are, the better
equipped you'll be to handle the deci-
sions of the day. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Often, we ask ourselves, "Why me?" You
might feel like you ask yourself this
question more than anyone else, Taurus.
Your life probably seems at times like a
roller-coaster ride that never ends. Deep
down, you realize that you'd have it no
other way. Take a break from things
today if you can. Communicate your
thoughts and feelings to others. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may find your brain buzzing around
like a bee today, Gemini. This is good.
There's a great deal of information that
you need to process now. Have you
been thinking about buying some new
electronic equipment or small appli-
ances for your home? Now is a great
time to do some research on this proj-
ect before you pull out your wallet. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don't automatically assume that you can
work out all your problems by yourself,
Cancer. Just the act of talking things over
with others can help shed light on a situa-
tion that was baffling you earlier. Enlist
the help of others in areas where you need
help. Don't be ashamed to ask for assis-
tance. We all have problems and issues to
deal with. You aren't alone.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Get up early and get working, Leo. You
have a lot of emotional and physical
energy that should help you accom-
plish whatever you need to do. The
planetary energy is on your side. Take
advantage of it to say what's on your
mind and get closer to wherever you
need to be. Your active and receptive
sides are in agreement today. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feel free to speak up today, Virgo.
Perhaps no one has heard your point of
view in a while. It's probably important
for them to hear it. Just because people
don't ask for your opinion, that doesn't
mean it isn't valid. You have incredible
intuitive insight that others fail to see. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has turned on the fan and
papers are flying everywhere, Libra.
The pace of things is picking up and
you're scrambling to pick up the pieces.
Stay in close communication with oth-
ers today. This will be your saving
grace. You may require others' help to
fetch the stack of important documents
that has blown across the room. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

No one is going to be catering to your
needs today, Scorpio, so get up and do
things on your own. You'll find that there
is little sympathy from others, and strong
opinions are a dime a dozen. There's a
great deal of gossip buzzing around that
you may be tempted to join in on. Don't be
an enabler of this sort of behavior. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Listen closely to the wind, for the
answers are blowing around right in
front of you today, Sagittarius. Contact
people you haven't heard from in a
while. You'll find that you can be quite
productive where you least expect it.
Ironically, the less you plan, the more
you'll get done. Be spontaneous in your
actions. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might find yourself sidestepping in
order to avoid a commitment today,
Capricorn. Don't keep giving someone
the runaround. Be strong and let people
know your thoughts even if you think
their feelings will be hurt. Your job is to
protect your emotions. Other people can
handle their own. Be aggressive if you
have to be. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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H
aving created a glo-
rious career in tel-
evision and becom-

ing a popular household
name, Cezanne Khan has
made his grand comeback
to television with Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's family drama
'Appnapan... Badalte
Rishton Ka Bandhan'.
Giving a fresh perspective
on ‘second chances’ while
shedding light on the
dilemma and complexi-
ties in relationships, the
show traces the lives of
an estranged couple –
Pallavi (Rajshree Thakur)
and Nikhil, now single
parents who are driven
apart by ego owing to
their past, and how they
pave their way to make
their family complete.
Actor Cezanne Khan por-
trays the role of Nikhil, a
celebrity chef who hides
behind his workaholic
self and struggles to be
emotionally available to
his children Manna
(Mehak Ghai) and Harsh
(Keshav Mehta). Much ap-

preciated for his perform-
ance in the show, Cezanne
Khan's comeback has
been welcomed by the au-
dience with open arms.

In a candid chat, the

actor revealed why the
show was the right choice
for him in a list of offers
and why the audience
must give it a watch if
they have not already.

1. From your first
show to 'Appnapan',
what has the journey
been like for you as an
actor who is not only
popular but a house-
hold name when it
comes to television?

I think it has been a
beautiful experience,
when I started, I was fresh
and new in the industry. It
took a lot of effort to play
my first character as I had
to understand and get
into the skin of the char-
acter which took me a
very long time, but I truly
enjoyed the role. And,
eventually with time both
the show and the charac-
ter saw great heights and I
am truly grateful to it.
Over the years I got to
play different roles which
weren't bad. When I got of-
fered the role of Nikhil, I
found it to be very differ-

ent from my previous
roles. And, after so many
years when you get to do
something drastically dif-
ferent which the audience
have never seen you in,
you just feel like grabbing
that opportunity because
it helps you break
through the image that
you have set earlier with
your previous characters.
I am extremely glad that I
took up this challenge of
portraying Nikhil’s char-
acter in Appnapan. It's
been an amazing journey
so far and hope the audi-
ence enjoy it as well.

2. What made you
choose Appnapan? Was
it your special connec-
tion with Balaji
Telefilms or was it the
role that pulled you in?

I have a special connec-
tion with Balaji Telefilms
because they gave me my
biggest break and made
me a household name.
Therefore I am and will
always be truly grateful to
them for believing in me
always. We have a differ-

ent bond altogether, it's
like a homecoming for
me. 'Appnapan' is a very
heart-warming family
drama which is different
from what I have done
previously. Whenever a
challenging role comes
across, every actor wants
to do it. This is something
very different and I am
sure people will like it be-
cause they haven't seen
me do a character like
this before. While I was
being offered a couple of
films but when I heard the
story of Appnapan I re-
alised it is so different and
I had to do it. The story
will not only tug the audi-
ence’s heart but will make
them connect to each and
every character in the
show as well because all
of them have a story to
tell which is quite relat-
able.

Tune into Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan, every Monday
to Friday at 10:00 pm only
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Cezanne reveals his new show 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka Bandhan' is a must-watch!

F
or Taapsee Pannu,
who will be seen es-
saying the role of

former captain of the
womens cricket team,
Mithali Raj, in the upcom-
ing biopic ‘Shabaash
Mithu, it was a huge chal-
lenge to step into the shoes
of the towering sports per-
sonality.

Elaborating on the
same, the actress said, "It
was the biggest challenge
thrown at me to play
Mithali on-screen as I'm
anything but her, in terms
of demeanour. I took no-

tice of her from her jour-
ney beyond cricket." The
film depicts the journey of
Mithali Raj becoming a
legendary cricketer and
an inspiration to billions
of people across the world.
Mithali changed the game
in her classic graceful
style, leaving gender ag-
nostics aside in a field
where presence of women
is usually frowned upon.

Speaking of the first im-
pression that she had of
Taapsee, Mithali said,
"When the movie was an-
nounced, I first met

Taapsee in Bengaluru. I
found her exactly opposite
of me - chirpy with a lot of
energy and there I was
quiet, trying to gaze and
understand her."

Taapsee also believes
that even though she and
Mithali share extremely
opposite personalities,
they have similar ideolo-
gies and that helped them
get along really well.

Directed by Srijit
Mukherji and produced by
Viacom18 Studios,
'Shabaash Mithu' will hit
the screens on July 15.

Taapsee says playing Mithali Raj was
the biggest challenge thrown at her

A
fter the successful season of
'Bigg Boss OTT 1' hosted by
Karan Johar, a source close to

the reality show say that popular
Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh has
replaced him for the next season.

Nothing has been confirmed offi-
cially, though, and no announcement

has been made yet. The source said:
"Makers have started working on the second
season of Bigg Boss OTT. As they couldn't get
dates from Karan Johar, the makers have fi-
nalised Ranveer Singh to host the show. He has

earlier worked for the channel for another
reality TV show, The Big Picture."

The second season will also have five contest-
ants. Popular TV stars Kanchi Singh, Mahesh
Shetty and Pooja Gor have been finalised. The
source also said that the makers are keen on get-
ting Sambhavna Seth and Poonam Pandey on
board, but the actresses are yet to sign up.

Divya Agarwal emerged as the winner of the
first season and Nishant Bhatt was named the
runner-up. Popular actress Shamita Shetty
made a flurry of headlines during the show.
Bigg Boss OTT will stream on Voot Select.

Payal Rohatgi to wear granny’s
gold ‘kada’ on her wedding
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Birmingham, Jul 05 (PTI):

Joe Root and Jonny
Bairstow scored majestic
centuries as England
pulled off their highest-
ever successful run chase
in the longest format for a
convincing seven-wicket
win over India in the
rescheduled fifth Test
here on Tuesday.

England overhauled the
378-run target in the
morning session of the
fifth and final day with
Root and Bairstow re-
maining unbeaten on 142
and 114 respectively.

England's win meant
that the five-match Test
series, which spilled over
to this year due to COVID-
19 cases in the Indian
camp last year, ended in 2-
2 draw.

This was the fourth
time England chased
down a target of over 250
in the fourth innings, the
earlier three being
against New Zealand --
277, 299, 296 -- in their 3-0
home Test series win last
month.

Resuming the day at 259
for 3, England hit the re-
quired 119 runs in 19.4

overs.
Root's 173-ball innings

was decorated with 19
fours and one six while
Bairstow struck 15 bound-
aries and hit once over the
ropes in his 145 ball in-
nings.

It was Bairstow's sec-
ond ton of the match as he
had made 106 off 140 balls
in the England first in-
nings. The Indian bowlers

toiled the whole of the
morning session without
success, Captain Jasprit
Bumrah (2/74) was the
only Indian bowler to take
wicket in the England sec-
ond innings. He ended the
match with five wickets.
Mohammed Siraj had
taken four wickets in the
England first innings.

Root, Bairstow script
England’s sensational win

Joe Root and Jonny Bairstow are all smiles after their match-winning partnership against India.

England: 284 & 378/3 in 76.4
overs (Joe Root 142 not out,
Jonny Bairstow 114 not out,
Alex Lees 56; Jasprit
Bumrah 2/74) beat India
416 & 245 by seven wickets.

Brief Scores:

Wimbledon, Jul 05 (AP):

Simona Halep's serve
was working, her returns
were landing, and the
points were piling up fast.

That's a pretty good
combination for a player
who just advanced to the
Wimbledon quarterfinals
by winning her 11th
straight match at the All
England Club but says she
is still trying to get back to
her best tennis and regain
the confidence she lost
while injured.

I worked really hard in
the past two, three
months. I'm really happy
with all that I've done, said
Halep, who won the
Wimbledon championship
in 2019 but missed defend-
ing her title last year be-
cause of a left calf injury.

I got the confidence. I re-
ally feel this is my game.
I'm pushing myself to do it
as much as possible. I want
to improve still.

It'll be tough to improve
on Monday's display on
Centre Court.

The 16th-seeded Halep
advanced to the
Wimbledon quarterfinals
for the fifth time by beat-
ing fourth-seeded Paula
Badosa 6-1, 6-2. She lost
only eight points on her
serve and saved the only
break point she faced. On
the other side of the ball,

the Romanian won 30 of
the 55 points served by
Badosa.

I was just missing,
Badosa said.

Some days it goes in the
line. And some days, like
today, all of them go out.

Halep's next opponent
will be Amanda
Anisimova. The 20th-seed-
ed American finally ended
the debut run of Harmony
Tan, a French player who
eliminated Serena
Williams in the first

round, by winning 6-2, 6-3.
Also Monday, Ajla

Tomljanovic beat Alize
Cornet 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 and will
next face Elena Rybakina.
The 17th-seeded Rybakina
defeated Petra Martic 7-5,
6-3.

Halep is the only former
Grand Slam champion left
in the women's tourna-
ment. In April, she started
working with
PatrickMouratoglou, the
former coach of Williams.

Halep injured her calf
more than a year ago, forc-
ing her to withdraw from
the French Open and
Wimbledon. She would
have been the defending
champion at the grass-
court Grand Slam last
year because the 2020 tour-
nament was canceled
amid the pandemic.

The 30-year-old Halep
has said the injury made
her consider retirement.
There doesn't seem to be
any thought of that now.

It means a lot that I'm
back in a quarterfinals
after I struggled so much
with injuries and self-con-
fidence, Halep said.

But, as I said, I'm work-
ing hard every day. I feel
like if I do that, I will get
better. Actually I'm really
happy with the way I'm
playing. I'm really confi-
dent. It's a pleasure to be
on court.

Halep reaches Wimbledon quarterfinals

Bengaluru, Jul 05 (PTI):

Bengaluru FC on
Tuesday announced the
signing of full-back Hira
Mondal on a two-year deal
that will run until the end
of the 2023-24 season.

The 25-year-old Mondal,
who had earlier turned out
for SC East Bengal in the

Indian Super League, is
the Blues' fifth signing
under Simon Grayson, fol-
lowing the acquisitions of
Prabir Das, Javi
Hernandez, Faisal Ali and
Amrit Gope.

The Kolkata-born full
back made 16 appearances
for SCEB in his debut sea-
son in the ISL.

Named in the I-League's
team of the season for
2020-21 following a string
of stellar performances
for Mohammedan SC,
Mondal signed a one-year
deal with SC East Bengal
in 2021. The rookie was a
standout performer in
what was a rather difficult
season for the Red-and-
Gold brigade who finished
at the bottom. A full-back
who loves to push forward
into attacking positions,
Mondal has previously
turned out for Kolkata-
based sides Rainbow SC,
Tollygunge Agragami and
Peerless, having started
his youth career with
Calcutta Port Trust in
2015. "The core of the
Indian team plays for BFC,
and to think that I will be
able to share a dressing
room with them is an
amazing feeling," said
Mondal. "I had never
imagined that I would get
an opportunity to move to
a club like BFC so soon. I
want to make the most of
this experience and give
my best both on and off
the pitch." Mondal, who
won the GTA Governor's
Gold Cup in 2018 with the
East Bengal Reserves and
the I-League 2nd Division
with Mohammedan SC in
2020, has also represented
Bengal in the Santosh
Trophy.

Hira Mondal signs two-year
deal with Bengaluru FC

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy on Tuesday re-
gained his place in the
world's top 20, riding on
his consistent show in the
international circuit this
season.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, who had played a
pivotal role in India's mon-
umental Thomas Cup win
in May, improved two
places to 19 in the men's
singles rankings.

Prannoy, who had
reached a career-best
ranking of eight in 2018,
has been one of the most
consistent male shuttlers
in the circuit with a series
of quarterfinals and semi-
finals appearance this sea-
son.

He is now the third high-
est ranked Indian male
shuttler in the world after
Lakshya Sen (10th) and
Kidambi Srikanth (11th).

Prannoy, who had
reached the finals of Swiss
Open in March, surpassed
Tokyo Olympian B Sai
Praneeth (20th).

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
maintained her seventh
spot in the latest chart,
while Saina Nehwal also
stayed static on 24th.

Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
were steady on eighth in
the men's doubles rank-

ings, while Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy dropped a rung to
24th position.

Among others, 2014
Commonwealth Games
champion Paruppali
Kashyap jumped three
places to reach the World
No. 36 ranking, riding on
his second round appear-
ance at the Malaysia Open
Super 750 event.

The Verma brothers --
Sameer and Sourabh --
were the other two Indians
inside the world's top 50.

While Sameer stayed at
29th, Sourabh was at the
44th position.

Prannoy regains his
place in world’s top 20

Dubai, Jul 05 (PTI):

India vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana moved up a rung
to eighth position in the bat-
ter's chart in the latest ICC
women's ODI rankings re-
leased here on Tuesday.

Mandhana, who hit an 83-
ball unbeaten 94 in India's
10-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the second ODI on
Monday, is the lone Indian
in the top 10 of the batting
chart which is headed by
Australian Alyssa Healey
followed by England's
Natalie Sciver. All-rounder
Deepti Sharma and opener
Shafali Verma have made
significant improvements
to their positions after help-
ing India take an unassail-
able 2-0 lead against Sri
Lanka in the three-match
ICC Women's
Championship (IWC) series
being played in Pallekele.

Deepti, who grabbed
three for 25 and scored an
unbeaten 22, has moved up
two places to the 29th posi-
tion among batters and
three slots to 16th among
bowlers. In the rankings for
all-rounders, she has gained
20 rating points to reach
within one point of
Australia's Ashleigh
Gardner, who is sixth on the
list. Verma, who is leading
the run aggregate in the se-

ries with 106 runs including
an unbeaten 71 in the sec-
ond match, is up 12 places to
a career-best 36th among
batters. She is currently
ranked fifth in the T20 list.

Other Indians to move up
the batters' list are Pooja
Vastrakar (up three places
to 61st), Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (up four places to
93rd) and Meghna Singh (up
seven places to 100th).

They have all also moved
up the bowlers' list --
Gayakwad from 12th to
11th, Meghna from 58th to
47th and Vastrakar from
57th to 50th. Pacer Renuka
Singh is also a major gainer,
her seven wickets has lifted
her 38 places to 65th posi-

tion. For Sri Lanka,
Nilakshi de Silva has
gained 13 ranks to reach
57th position among batters
after accumulating 75 runs
in the two matches while
Hasini Perera (up 16 places
to 83rd) and Anushka
Sanjeewani (up nine places
to 89th) are the others to
progress in that list.

Among bowlers, former
captain Inoka Ranaweera
has progressed five places to
21st after her four wickets
in two matches and Oshadi
Ranasinghe has gone from
64th to 59th position. The
two wins have taken India
to joint-second position
with Pakistan in the IWC
points table.

Women’s ODI rankings

Mandhana jumps to 8th;
Deepti, Shafali also gain

Monterrey , Jul 05 (AP):

Alex Morgan scored a
pair of first-half goals and
the U.S. women's national
team defeated Haiti 3-0 in
the opening match of the
CONCACAF W
Championship.

The tournament deter-
mines the region's four di-
rect berths in the 2023
Women's World Cup, co-
hosted by Australia and
New Zealand. Midge Purce
also scored for the United
States, which has won the
past two World Cups.

Morgan opened scoring
for the U.S. in the 16th
minute with a heel flick off
a pass from Mallory Pugh
that got past Haiti goal-
keeper Lara Larco on
Monday night. Morgan's
second goal came on a
header in the 23rd minute.

Haiti was awarded a
penalty in the 42nd but
Roselord Borgella's at-
tempt hit the post and car-
omed away. Borgella was

handed a red card in the
45th, but video review re-
scinded the call and she
was given a yellow.

The United States ap-
peared to score on an own
goal in the 78th, but Megan
Rapinoe was ruled offside.
Purce scored her fourth in-

ternational goal in the
84th. U.S. coach Vlatko
Andonovski praised
Morgan and said he was
pleased with the result, al-
though there's things to
work on before the
Americans face Jamaica
on Thursday.

Morgan scores twice and
US women down Haiti 3-0

US' Alex Morgan (R) celebrates with teammate Rose Lavelle after
scoring against Haiti during their 2022 Concacaf Women's
Championship football match at the Universitario stadium in
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon State, Mexico.

Wimbledon, Jul 05 (PTI):

Indian tennis ace Sania
Mirza and her Croatian
partner

Mate Pavic advanced to
the Wimbledon mixed dou-
bles semifinals with a
hard-fought win over
fourth seeds Gabriela
Dabrowski and John
Peers.

Mirza and Pavic, seeded
sixth, eked out a thrilling
6-4 3-6 7-5 win over
Canadian-Australian duo
in one hour 41 minutes on
court 3 on Monday night.

The Indo-Croatian pair
will take on the the win-

ners of the quarterfinal
between Robert Farah and
Jelena Ostapenko, the sev-
enth seeds, and second
seeds Neil Skupsi and
Desirae Krawczyk.

This is Mirza's best
mixed doubles perform-
ance at the All England
Club. She had previously
reached the quarterfinals
in 2011, 2013 and 2015.

A Wimbledon title is the
only mixed doubles Grand
Slam missing from her tro-
phy cabinet. Mirza, a six-
time Grand Slam winner,
has already announced
her retirement at the end
of this season.

Wimbledon: Mirza-Pavic pair cruises
to mixed doubles semifinals

Christchurch, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a first in world crick-
et, New Zealand men and
women will receive the
same match fees across
formats and competitions,
according to a ground-
breaking five-year deal be-
tween the sports' govern-
ing body in the country
and the players' associa-
tion.

"I want to thank and
congratulate the players
and the Major
Associations for their part

in reaching such a signifi-
cant agreement," NZC
chief executive David
White said in a statement.

"This is the most impor-
tant agreement in our
sport, as it binds NZC, the
Major Associations, and
our players at the hip, and
sets the foundation to
fund, grow and develop
cricket.

"It's been a collaborative
yet very robust negotia-
tion. Importantly, it repre-
sents a significant step for-
ward as we continue to

grow our investment in
women's cricket."

According to the land-
mark agreement struck
between NZC, the six
major associations, and
the New Zealand Cricket
Players Association,
White Ferns and domestic
women's players will re-
ceive the same match fees
as the men across all their
formats and competitions.

"Translated, this means
the highest-ranked
WHITE FERN would be
able to receive a maximum
of NZD 163,246 a year (up
from NZD 83,432), the
ninth-ranked, NZD 148,946
(NZD 66,266), and the 17th-
ranked NZD 142,346 (NZD
62,833)," the statement
said.

The top-ranked women's
domestic players in each
Major Association would
be able to receive a maxi-
mum of NZD 19,146 (up
from NZD 3,423), the sixth-
ranked NZD 18,646 (NZD
3,423), and the 12th-ranked
NZD 18,146 (NZD 3,423)."

NZ women and men to get equal
pay in landmark agreement
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin along with his son and DMK party’s youth wing Secretary Udayanidhi Stalin
and Higher Education Minister K. Ponmudi confers a degree to a student during the annual convocation of
Presidency College (Autonomous), in Chennai, Tuesday.

ANNUAL CONVOCATION

Amarnath pilgrims have lunch at Ram Mandir base camp, in Jammu, Tuesday. 

AMARNATH PILGRIMS 
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Nagpur, Jul 05 (PTI):

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said
he had proposed to BJP
leadership to make
Eknath Shinde, who had
rebelled against Shiv Sena
leadership, the new chief
minister after the collapse
of the MVA government
last week. Fadnavis also
admitted that he was not
mentally prepared to as-
sume the post of deputy
CM, but changed his deci-
sion after a discussion was
held with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and inter-
vention by BJP president
JP Nadda and Union home
minister Amit Shah.
Fadnavis said BJP leader-
ship believed that he
should be part of the gov-
ernment as it was not
right to run the govern-
ment through an “extra-
constitutional authority”.

Talking to reporters here,
Fadnavis said the BJP-
Shiv Sena alliance had
won the 2019 elections, but
the mandate was stolen .
So his party and the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena fac-
tion came together for a
common ideology and not

for power . Our leaders
Narendra Modi ji, Amit
Shah and J P Naddaji and
with my approval (the de-
cision to make Shinde the
CM was taken).... It will
not be wrong if it is said
that I took this proposal (to
the BJP leadership) that

Shinde is made the chief
minister and they (the
leadership) accepted it,
Fadnavis said. Shinde was
sworn in as the chief min-
ister on June 30 with
Fadnavis as his deputy, a
day after Uddhav
Thackeray resigned as the
CM ahead of the floor test.

It was also decided that I
will stay out of the govern-
ment. But BJP president J
P Nadda called me and
said the party has decided
(to make me the deputy
chief minister). Even
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also spoke to
me,” Fadnavis said.

Fadnavis said he was
not mentally prepared to
accept the Dy CM’s post
and had made up his mind
that he will help the
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment from outside.

“But I changed my deci-
sion obeying the orders of
my leaders,” he added.

‘Proposed BJP leadership
to make Shinde CM’

Accepted Dy CM’s post on orders of party seniors

Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis greets
supporters during his first visit to his home-town after
taking oath of office, in Nagpur. 

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Odisha has topped the
ranking of states for imple-
mentation of the National
Food Security Act (NFSA),
followed by Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh, the
government said on
Tuesday. Union Food and
Consumer Affairs Minister
Piyush Goyal released the
‘State Ranking Index for
NFSA’ 2022 during a confer-
ence of state food ministers
on food and nutrition secu-
rity in India. Among the
special category states (the
North Eastern states,
Himalayan states, and the
Island states), Tripura has
obtained the first rank.
Himachal Pradesh and
Sikkim are at the second
and third positions.
Despite the logistical limi-
tations in these areas, they

displayed a high degree of
accomplishment in com-
peting with the general cat-
egory states as well, the re-
port said. As per the gov-
ernment’s ranking, Odisha
is at first position with a
score of 0.836, followed by
Uttar Pradesh (0.797) and
Andhra Pradesh (0.794).

Gujarat is at fourth
place, followed by Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Daman
Diu, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Jharkhand.

Kerala has been ranked
at the 11th position,
Telangana (12th),
Maharashtra (13th), West
Bengal (14th) and
Rajasthan (15th).

Punjab is at the 16th po-
sition, followed by
Haryana, Delhi,
Chhattisgarh and Goa. The
current version of the

Index measures the effec-
tiveness of NFSA imple-
mentation majorly
through operations and
initiatives under TPDS
(Targeted Public
Distribution System).
Goyal said the exercise of
ranking the states and UTs
was commissioned by the
ministry but carried out by
a third party. He said the
ranking will lead to
healthy competition
among states under the
NFSA, also known as the
food law, under which the
Centre provides highly
subsidised foodgrains to
nearly 80 crore people. The
government provides 5kg
foodgrains per person per
month at Rs 1-3 per kg. It
does not cover programs
and schemes implemented
by other ministries and de-
partments under the

NFSA. The Index denotes
only the efficiency of TPDS
operations, it does not re-
flect the level of hunger, if
any or malnutrition, or
both, in a particular state
or union territory, the re-
port clarified. The Index fo-
cuses on NFSA and TPDS
reforms, which can be stan-
dardized across the states
and union territories. It
rests upon three pillars
that consider various
facets of food security and
nutrition. Each pillar has
parameters and sub-pa-
rameters that support this
evaluation.

The first pillar measures
coverage of NFSA, rightful
targeting, and implementa-
tion of all provisions under
NFSA. The second pillar
analyzes the delivery plat-
form, while considering
the allocation of food-

grains, their movement,
and last-mile delivery to
Fair Price Shops (FPS).
The final pillar focuses on
nutrition initiatives of the
department.

The findings from the ex-
ercise revealed that most
states and union territories
have fared well in digitiza-
tion, Aadhaar seeding, and
ePoS installation, which re-
iterates the strength and
scale of the reforms.
“However, states and union
territories can improve
their performance in a few
areas. Exercises, such as
conducting and document-
ing social audits thorough-
ly and operationalizing
functions of state food
commissions across states
and union territories, will
further bolster the true
spirit of the Act,” the re-
port said.

Odisha tops state ranking for implementation of National Food Security Act
New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

The BJP on Tuesday de-
manded the removal of
Kerala minister Saji
Cheriyan for his com-
ments against the
Constitution, saying he
cannot hold an office en-
abled by the Constitution
he has disrespected.

Union minister V
Muraleedharan, a BJP
leader from Kerala, also
said CPI(M) leaders such
as Sitaram Yechury de-
scribe the Constitution as
a template of Indian na-
tionalism but choose to ig-
nore this deliberate at-
tempt to disregard it.

This is shameful and
proves their “so called re-
spect for the Constitution
is just for show”, he al-
leged while demanding
that Cheriyan be sacked.

In visuals aired by local

TV channels in Kerala,
the minister can be seen
saying at a recent event
that the Constitution of
the country “condones ex-
ploitation” and is written
in a way that helps to
“plunder” the people of
the country.

“The @CPIMKerala
leaders, including
Ministers in
@ Vi j ay a n P i n a r ay i ’ s
Cabinet, have crossed all
limits of decency in public
life. What can we expect
from those who toe
Chinese Line. CPM never
cared or respected Indian
R e p u b l i c , ”
Muraleedharan said on
Twitter.

In a statement given in
the state Assembly on

Tuesday afternoon,
Cheriyan said news re-
ports claiming he had crit-
icised the Constitution at
an event held at
Mallappally in
Pathanamthitta district
were “distorted”.

“I am a public servant
who respects our
Constitution and upholds
its noble values....I have
never once intended to in-
sult the Constitution or
say anything against it,”
he said.

The central leadership
of Kerala’s ruling CPI(M)
has rejected the demand
for the resignation of its
minister who holds the
Fisheries and Cultural
Affairs portfolios, terming
it a “slip of the tongue”.

The issue came to light
after visuals of the speech
were aired by regional tel-
evision channels.

BJP demands sacking of Kerala minister 
 For criticising

Constitution

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
has refused to annul the
marriage of a 33-year-old
woman, who claimed that
she was forced to marry
the man and was physical-
ly assaulted and tortured
by him since she was 14
years old.

A division bench of
Justices K R Shriram and
P K Chavan, in their order,
noted that there was no ev-
idence or corroboration to
the woman’s claims and
the overall evidence of the
appellant was improbable,
unbelievable and unac-
ceptable .

The order was passed on
June 15 and a copy of the
same was made available
on Tuesday. No sane man
would believe and accept

her (appellant woman) tes-
timony, as it is nothing but
ipsedixitism (assertion
without proof or dogmatic
expression of opinion). It
is quite apparent from the
evidence that this is a case
of inflicted insight, the
court observed. The high
court, while dismissing
her plea, termed as incred-
ible the fact that the
woman did not lodge any
complaint against the man
or inform her parents
about the same till 2013.

Strangely, the appellant
(woman) remained silent
and passive despite under-
going such a trauma, the
order said.

The bench also noted
that the behaviour of the
woman was quite strange
and cannot be said as a
natural conduct of an edu-

cated woman living inde-
pendently in a city like
Mumbai . The woman, in
her plea, sought annul-
ment of the marriage and
a declaration that the mar-
riage certificate issued to
the man in December 2011
was false and forged.

According to the
woman, who is originally
from Haryana and
presently working with a
bank in Mumbai, the man
took advantage of her shy,
timid and introverted na-
ture and kept her ter-
rorised since she was 14
years old.

The petitioner claimed
that she hails from a rural
background, where
women and their voices
are stifled, and honour
killings, rape and other
crimes against women are

a daily feature due to
which families advise
their women to silently
face oppression. The
woman further alleged
that she had never mar-
ried the man and the docu-
ments with regard to the
marriage certificate sub-
mitted by the man are fab-
ricated. In December 2011,
she was offered sweets
laced with drugs and
forcibly taken to a temple
by the man and was forced
to sign documents related
to marriage certificate.

According to the
woman, in 2003 when she
was 14 years old the man
had forcibly established
physical contact with her
and took obscene photo-
graphs and has since been
torturing and physically
assaulting her.

HC refuses to grant relief to woman 
alleging forced marriage, torture by man

New Delhi, Jul 5 (PTI): 

Indira Gandhi National
Open University on
Tuesday launched a bach-
elors-level programme in
micro, small and medium
enterprises to cater for
the present needs of
young entrepreneurs in
the country.

The programme will
aid in developing stu-
dents’ knowledge and
skills to establish busi-
ness ventures. It will also
aid in increasing job op-
portunities, the universi-
ty said. “The School of
Vocational Education and
Training at IGNOU has
taken an initiative to offer
the programme from the
July 2022 session. The BA
Micro Small and Medium
Enterprises programme

is for 10+2 pass-outs,” a
statement read. “Those
who want to make a ca-
reer as an entrepreneur
and would like to update
their existing knowledge
and skills in the field of
micro, small or medium
enterprise would find this
programme useful. It
comprises 132 credits,” it
said.

The university said the
programme will help in
inculcating knowledge to
recognize business oppor-
tunities, market study, in-
novation and implemen-
tation; planning and de-
signing of a new project;
exploring investment op-
portunities; development
and maintenance of busi-
ness, and marketing and
social networking; taxa-
tion and obtaining licens-

es. The programme will
create opportunities for
unskilled workers as well
as practising entrepre-
neurs to get trained and
upskill their experience,
the university said.

“It will enhance skills
according to industry
needs. Industry experts
and successful entrepre-
neurs will share their ex-
periences to provide prac-
tical insights,” the univer-
sity said.

The main objectives of
the programme are to en-
hance knowledge, skill
and competencies to start
one’s business venture, to
study the market demand
before initiating a busi-
ness enterprise and to
successfully and prof-
itably operate one’s enter-
prise.

IGNOU launches bachelors-level programme 
In micro, small and medium enterprises

Jaipur, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Police are on the lookout
for a cleric at the Ajmer
Dargah after he allegedly
offered on camera to gift
his house to anyone who
beheads now-suspended
BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma for her remark on
Prophet Mohammad.

The Rajasthan Police
registered an FIR Monday
night on the basis of a
complaint against Salman
Chishti, a dargah khadim’,
over a video clip.

In the video, the cleric
purportedly says he would
give his house to anyone
who brings Sharma’s head
to him. Chishti is heard
saying that he would have
shot her dead for insulting
Prophet Mohammad. “You

have to give a reply to all
Muslim countries. I am
saying this from Ajmer,
Rajasthan and this mes-
sage is from Huzur
Khwaja Baba ka Darbar,”
he said in the video, refer-
ring to the Sufi shrine that
sees many Hindu visitors,
apart from Muslim devo-
tees.

Dargah Station House
Officer Dalveer Singh
Faujdar said efforts are on
trace the khadim’. He said
the accused has a criminal
background.

Recently, four people
were arrested in connec-
tion with another provoca-
tive speech allegedly deliv-
ered at the main gate of

the Ajmer Dargah on June
17. Though that video was
in circulation earlier, the
arrests were made after
the murder a week back of
an Udaipur tailor by two
men who said they were
avenging an insult to
Islam.

Hours after the Udaipur
murder that triggered
communal tension in the
state, the two main ac-
cused were caught by po-
lice. Three others were ar-
rested later and the
National Investigation
Agency is now handling
the case.

Condemning the latest
video, the office of Ajmer
Dargah Dewan Zainul
Abedin Ali Khan said the
shrine is seen as a place of
communal harmony.

Ajmer Dargah cleric threatens
Nupur Sharma with ‘beheading’

 FIR lodged

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a first, the Delhi
Police on Tuesday opened
a passenger registration
system to make the up-
coming Kanwar Yatra
more safe and easy.

Taking solid steps to-
wards making Kanwar
Yatra more safe and easy,
Delhi Police has made pas-
senger registration system
for the first time.
Receiving the details of
passengers will make it
easier for the authorities
to provide quick help in
any situation,” it said in a
tweet in Hindi.

The Delhi Police has ini-
tiated the registration
process for this year’s
‘Kanwar Yatra’ which is
starting from July 14. The
data bank of devotees will
enable better coordination

among the authorities to
provide assistance and fa-
cilitation for the pilgrim-
age, a statement said.

The yatra participants
can register themselves at
kavad.delhipolice.gov.in
through their mobile
phones. The Delhi Police
wishes a happy and safe
yatra for all the devotees, it
said.

Delhi Police (spokesper-
son) Suman Nalwa said, “A
data bank of devotees will
help in providing facilities
and identifying devotees
in case of any mishappen-
ing. Registration is though
not mandatory. We are
aware of all sensitive inci-
dents across India and are
alert. We will ensure
smooth arrangements and
security during this holy
‘sawan’ month and
Kanwar Yatra.”

Delhi Police starts registration
of Kanwar Yatra participants



Lifer
KKaappuurrtthhaallaa:: A court here
awarded life imprison-
ment to three youths in
connection with the kid-
napping and gruesome
murder of a 14-year-old
boy for ransom.
Kapurthala District and
Sessions Judge
Amarinder Singh on
Monday awarded the sen-
tence to the three youths.

Suicide
SSoonneebbhhaaddrraa  ((UUPP)):: A 27-
year-old woman, along
with her two children,
allegedly committed sui-
cide by jumping in front
of a goods train in Karma
area here, police said on
Tuesday. Ajita, along with
her children Saurabh (4)
and Raunak (6), jumped
in front of the train near
Kekrahi railway station on
Monday, they said.

Electrocuted 
KKoollkkaattaa:: A 35-year-old
man was electrocuted to
death in Kolkata's Tangra
area on Tuesday in a re-
run of two similar such
incidents that happened in
the city in the last few
days. A minor fire broke
out at an eatery run by
Bunty Halder at Gobindo
Khatick Road around 9 am.
When he tried to escape,
he came in contact with
the shutter of the shop
and was electrocuted to
death, police said.

Flights
KKoollkkaattaa:: Bhutan-based
Drukair, after almost a
gap of two years, has
resumed scheduled flight
services between Paro
and Bangkok via
Bagdogra in West Bengal,
officials said on Tuesday.
The airline had suspend-
ed its operations on the
route due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Events
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The
Telangana government
would organise a week-
long event from July 7 to
showcase the rich history
of the Kakatiya dynasty.
Telangana IT and
Industries Minister K T
Rama Rao, state Tourism,
Culture and Archeology
Minister V Srinivas Goud
and others released a
brochure on the event on
Tuesday.

Mishap
MMaatthhuurraa:: A 25-year-old
man was killed and two
injured when a roadways
bus they were travelling
in rammed into a truck
parked on the Delhi-Agra
National Highway, police
said on Tuesday. The
accident occurred around
12 am on Monday in front
of Sanjay College when
the bus was returning
from Delhi, they said.
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Korba, Jul 05: 

A man and his 10-year-
old nephew died after
being struck by lightning
amid heavy rains at a vil-
lage in Korba district, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The incident took place
on Monday at Badebanka
village in Katghora police
station area, where the
victims, Dilip Rohidas (21)
and his nephew Vicky
Rohidas, had gone fishing
in a pond, an official said.

The victims and two oth-
ers, all hailing from Malda
village, had gone fishing
when it started raining
heavily, he said.

The victims, who took
shelter under a tree, were
struck by lightning and
died on the spot, he said.

A police team rushed to
the spot and the bodies
were sent for post-mortem,
the official said, adding
that an accidental death
report (ADR) has been reg-
istered in this regard.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

The highly transmissible
strain of Omicron's BA.2
sub-variant BA.2.75 has
been documented to have a
limited circulation in India,
official sources said on
Tuesday, underlining that
this lineage has so far not
been recorded to have en-
hanced severity or the
spread of the disease.

Currently, the predomi-
nant circulating variant of
concern of SARS-CoV-2 is
Omicron VoC and globally,
the BA.2 Omicron lineage
has been seen to replace the
BA.1 lineage, the sources
said. In India, BA.2.75 has
been documented to have a
limited circulation and so

far, this lineage has not been
documented to have en-
hanced severity or the
spread of the disease.

As the BA.2 lineage is
evolving, many of its sub-
lineages are now developing
with a set of distinct muta-
tions. B.2.75 is a similar sub-
lineage of BA.2. The sources
also said it is critical to con-
tinue to monitor the spread
of this sub-lineage and also
the other emerging sub-line-
ages of Omicron. The scale
of genomic sequencing
needs to be expanded and
maintained for an early de-
tection of the variant
strains of SARS-CoV-2.
BA.2.75 -- the second genera-
tion of the BA.2 variants --
has high transmissibility
and is being said to be be-
hind the recent increase in
the number of COVID-19
cases in the country.

New Delhi/Karachi, Jul 05 (PTI):

SpiceJet's Delhi-Dubai
flight was on Tuesday di-
verted to Karachi as the
fuel indicator started mal-
functioning, officials of the
aviation regulator DGCA
said.

This is at least the sixth
incident of technical mal-
function happening on
SpiceJet aircraft in the last
17 days.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
investigating the Tuesday's
incident, along with the
previous five incidents, the
officials noted.

The Boeing 737 Max air-
craft -- which was heading
from Delhi to Dubai -- start-
ed showing unusual fuel
quantity reduction from its
left tank when it was mid-
air, they said. Therefore, the

plane was diverted to
Karachi, they noted.

When an inspection was
done at the Karachi airport,
no visual leak was observed
from the left tank, they
added.

An official of Pakistan
Civil Aviation Authority
(PCCA) confirmed that the
SpiceJet aircraft has made
an emergency landing at
the Karachi airport after
developing a technical fault
after it left New Delhi for
Dubai. The pilot of flight no
SG 11 contacted the control
tower while flying over
Pakistan airspace and said

the aircraft had developed
some technical fault. He re-
quested an emergency land-
ing. He was given permis-
sion to land on humanitari-
an grounds, the PCAA offi-
cial confirmed.

He said there were
around 100 passengers on
the flight.

In a statement on
Tuesday, SpiceJet earlier
said, On July 5, 2022,
SpiceJet B737 aircraft oper-
ating flight SG-11 (Delhi-
Dubai) was diverted to
Karachi due to an indicator
light malfunctioning. The
aircraft landed safely at
Karachi and passengers
were safely disembarked."

"No emergency was de-
clared and the aircraft
made a normal landing.
There was no earlier report
of any malfunction with
the aircraft," it mentioned.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Twenty airports have
been equipped with ambu-
lifts to help flyers with dis-
ability or reduced mobility
in boarding an aircraft
under the Centre's
Accessible India cam-
paign, the Disability
Affairs Department said.

These airports include
Vijayawada, Kanpur, Port
Blair, Jodhpur, Belgaum,
Silchar, Jharsuguda,
Rajkot and Hubli, officials
said. The initiative has
been taken to facilitate
passengers with reduced

mobility, 'divyang' trav-
ellers on wheelchair and
passengers on stretchers
during their air travel.

The department also
said India's 35 internation-
al airports and 55 out of 69
domestic airports are now
accessible to 'divyangjan'
with accessibility features,
and 41 airports are fully
equipped with aerobridges
and 20 airports have been
equipped with ambulifts
under the Accessible India
campaign.

Ambulifts are used as a
boarding vehicle for dis-
abled passengers, passen-
gers with reduced mobili-
ty or disabled air-trav-
ellers, or people using
wheelchairs or the elderly
with mobility issues.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday conducted search-
es at 44 places across the
country in a money laun-
dering investigation
against Chinese smart-
phone manufacturing
company Vivo and related
firms, officials said.

The searches are being
carried out under sections
of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) at locations in sev-
eral states including in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Maharashtra
and others. The agency is

conducting searches at 44
places related to Vivo and
associated companies,
they said.

A query sent by PTI to
Vivo did not elicit a re-
sponse. The news piece
will be updated once the
company issues a state-
ment.

The federal agency filed
a money laundering case
after taking cognisance of
a recent Delhi Police (eco-
nomic offences wing) FIR
against a distributor of the
agency based in Jammu
and Kashmir where it was
alleged that few Chinese
shareholders in that com-
pany forged their identify

documents. The ED sus-
pects this alleged forgery
was done to launder ille-
gally generated funds
using shell or paper com-
panies and some of these
"proceeds of crime" were
diverted abroad or put in
some other businesses by
skirting Indian tax and en-
forcement agencies. The
action is being seen as part
of the Union government's
continued crackdown
against Chinese entities
and their linked Indian op-
eratives indulging in seri-
ous financial crimes like
money laundering and tax
evasion while operating
here.

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

A group of former
judges and bureaucrats on
Tuesday criticised the
Supreme Court's recent
observations against sus-
pended Bharatiya Janata
Party member Nupur
Sharma, alleging that the
apex court surpassed the
'Laxman rekha' and call-
ing for 'urgent rectifica-
tion' steps.

'In the annals of judici-
ary, the unfortunate com-
ments have no parallel and
are indelible scar on the
justice system of the
largest democracy. Urgent
rectification steps are

called for as these have po-
tentially serious conse-
quences on democratic
values and security of the
country,' the statement
signed by 15 former
judges, 77 ex-all India serv-
ices officers and 25 veter-
ans said. The signatories
include former chief jus-
tice of the Bombay high
court Justice Kshitij Vyas,
former Gujarat high court
judge S M Soni, former
Rajasthan high court
judges R S Rathore and
Prashant Agarwal and for-
mer Delhi high court
judge S N Dhingra.

Former IAS officers R S
Gopalan and S Krishna

Kumar, retired ambassa-
dor Niranjan Desai, for-
mer DGPs S P Vaid and B
L Vohra, Lieutenant
General V K Chaturvedi
(retd) and Air Marshal S P
Singh (retd) have also
signed the statement
which said the Supreme
Court observations are not
in sync with judicial ethos.

'By no stretch these ob-
servations, which are not
part of the judicial order,
can be sanctified on the
plank of judicial propriety
and fairness. Such outra-
geous transgressions are
without parallel in the an-
nals of the judiciary,' the
statement claimed.

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday alleged there are
talks that the Centre may dis-
solve Delhi Assembly and con-
vert the city into a full Union
territory, adding that any such
move will face stiff resistance
from residents.
Speaking in the Delhi
Assembly on the second day
of the monsoon session, he
claimed there are talks that
there will be no elections here.
There are talks that they (BJP)
will convert Delhi into a full
Union Territory (UT) and there
will be no next elections. By
hating Kejriwal, you have

started hating the country,
Kejriwal said to BJP MLAs in
the House. He said "Kejriwal is
not important, but the county
is". Hitting out at the BJP-led
Centre, the Delhi chief minis-
ter said, They fear the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and that is
why they do not want elec-
tions. Kejriwal will keep com-
ing and going. Kejriwal is not
important, but if you stop con-
ducting elections and shred
the constitution, this country
will be finished."

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Five people, including
one who goes by the alias
"Ramayani Chaiwala",
filed papers on Tuesday, the
first day of the nomination
process for the August 6
vice-presidential election.

The nomination papers
of one candidate were re-
jected for failing to furnish
a mandatory document.

July 19 is the last date for
filing nominations.

According to the details
available with the office of
the returning officer, K
Padmarajan of Salem dis-
trict in Tamil Nadu,

Pareshkumar Nanubhai
Mulani from Ahmedabad,
Hosmath Vijayanand from
Bengaluru and Naidugari
R a j a s e k h a r
Srimukhalingam from
Andhra Pradesh have filed
their nominations for the
vice-presidential polls.

Anand Singh
Khushwaha from Gwalior
in Madhya Pradesh, who
goes by the alias
"Ramayani Chaiwala", was
also among those who filed
nomination papers at the
returning officer's office in
Parliament. Though
Khushwaha's papers were
accepted, he did not submit
the security deposit of Rs
15,000.

HEAVY DOWNPOUR

Mumbai faces water-logging, traffic woes 

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Mumbai and its ad-
joining areas were
lashed by heavy showers
on Tuesday, causing
water-logging at a num-
ber of places, including
railway tracks, which
slowed the movement of
trains and vehicles on
roads.

Normal life was ad-
versely affected in the
metropolis and no imme-
diate respite was in sight
as the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) has
predicted moderate to
heavy rain in Mumbai
and its suburbs over the
next 24 hours, with a pos-
sibility of very heavy
showers at isolated
places, said civic offi-
cials.

Maharashtra's new
Chief Minister Eknath

Shinde took stock of the
situation and directed
state administration offi-
cials to take necessary
precautions and ensure
there was no loss of life
or damage to property.

The island city (south
Mumbai) received an av-

erage 95.81 mm rainfall
in the 24-hour period
ended at 8 am, while the
eastern and western sub-
urbs recorded 115.09 mm
and 116.73 mm rainfall,
respectively, during the
same period, they said.

Between 8 am and

11.30 am, the island city
received an average 41
mm rainfall, while the
eastern and western sub-
urbs got 85 mm and 55
mm showers, respective-
ly, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) officials said.

Suburban train servic-
es, considered the life-
line of Mumbai, were af-
fected on the Main and
Harbour corridors of the
Central Railway (CR)
due to water-logging on
tracks near Kurla,
Railway sources said.

There was also bunch-
ing of trains heading to-
wards the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT) in
south Mumbai on the
Main line, they said.
Tracks were inundated
in Sion, Kurla, Tilak
Nagar and Wadala areas
of the Central Railway
route, CR's chief public
relations officer Shivaji
Sutar said.

Commuters com-
plained of severe water-
logging in some subways
in Panvel, Khandeshwar
and Mansarovar stations
on the Harbour line in
neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, forcing them to
wade through ankle-
deep water.

̈ CM Shinde takes
stock of situation

Commuters wade through a waterlogged road following Monsoon rains, in Mumbai, Tuesday. 

Two killed in lightning strike 

The incident took place on
Monday at Badebanka village
in Katghora police station
area, where the victims, Dilip
Rohidas (21) and his nephew
Vicky Rohidas, had gone fish-
ing in a pond. The victims and
two others, all hailing from
Malda village, had gone fish-
ing when it started raining
heavily. The victims, who took
shelter under a tree, were
struck by lightning and died
on the spot, he said.

About the incident

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Twitter has moved the Karnataka
High Court, challenging the gov-
ernment's orders to take down
content under the new IT rules,
saying it is an abuse of power by
officials. The microblogging site
has challenged a government
order issued in June 2022, terming
the blocking orders "overbroad
and arbitrary", failed to provide
notice to the originators of the
content and disproportionate in
several cases. Sources aware of
the Twitter writ petition told PTI
that several requests placed by
the government are allegedly for
action against political content
that has been posted by official
handles of political parties and
the firm views blocking of such
information is a violation of the
freedom of speech guaranteed to
citizen users of the platform.

BBhhaattaappaarraa,,  JJuull  0055:: The owner of Mahalaxmi Jewellers while
returning home was looted by thieves in Rohara of Bhatapara on
Monday night. The thieves decamped with 25 Kg silver, 250 gms
gold and cash of Rs 3 lakh from his possession. As per informa-
tion in this regard the jewellery shop owner is having a shop in
the name of Mahalaxmi Jewellers in Rohara of Bhatapara dis-
trict. Like every day, he was returning home from his shop on
Tuesday night, when the thieves, already having information
about it, looted him of 25 Kg silver, 250 gms gold and Rs 3 lakh
in cash on a gun-point and ran away. 

Jeweller looted of 25 kg silver, 250 gms gold

TECHNICAL SNAG

Delhi-Dubai SpiceJet flight lands in Pak 20 airports equipped
with ambulifts

̈ To help ‘divyang’
flyers in boarding
aircraft

‘BA.2.75 sub-variant of Omicron
has limited circulation in India’
̈ Doesn’t enhance

disease spread’

‘SC’s observations against Nupur
Sharma not in sync with judicial ethos’

Twitter challenges

govt blocking order

MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE

ED conducts raids against Vivo

Talks to convert Delhi into
full UT, alleges Kejriwal

̈ Says move will face
stiff resistance

VICE-PRESIDENTIAL POLL

Five candidates, including
‘Ramayani Chaiwala’, file papers
̈ On day one

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees gather at Balkampet Yellamma Temple for the annual Kalyanotsavam and
Patnam festivities, in Hyderabad, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, Jul 05: 

In order to speed up the
redressal of the public
problems, the
Jandarshan will be held
in presence of the officers
of various departments.
From the coming week,
Jandarshan will be held
during the weekly TL
Meeting on Tuesdays at
the Collectorate
Auditorium, said
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena while ad-

dressing the officials dur-
ing the Time Limit
Meeting. Expressing his
views, Collector said that
for common citizens, the
official process of the
Collectorate is usually the
last step. Hence, if all the
officers are present in the
Jandarshan, better re-
sults could be achieved
with better coordination.

He spoke about giving
priority to the plans and
schemes of the state gov-
ernment and how the ad-

ministration could con-
nect with even the last
person. He further said
that from the next TL
meeting, the departments
will provide their depart-
ment’s agenda and work-
related information se-
quentially, on the basis of
which the works of vari-
ous departments will be
reviewed. He directed all
the officers to attend the
TL with updated informa-
tion and preparation. He
also reviewed the cases of

Jandarshan and directed
the officers to resolve the
pending cases at the earli-
est.

The Collector has said
to prepare a calendar for
review of each depart-
ment. Accordingly, differ-
ent departments will be
allotted different dates,
on which the depart-
ments will provide data
according to the respec-
tive agenda and give pre-
sentations on it.

In the review meeting,
the Collector asked for
special emphasis on the
schemes related to the
public interest of the
state government so that
the beneficiary oriented
schemes could reach the
people.

Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Additional
Collector Arvind Kumar
Ekka, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwani Devangan
and other officers were
present in the meeting.

Jandarshan to be held in 
presence of departmental officers 

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

The Curtain raiser
event for the Iconic week
under the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations
was held at Mahatma
Gandhi Kala Mandir on
Monday. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) graced the occasion
as Chief Guest. Shashi
Sinha, Mayor, Nagar Palik
Nigam, Risalli was the
Special Guest on the occa-

sion. KK Singh, ED I/c
(P&A), Dr AK Panda, ED
(Finance), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), CGMs and
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

The Curtain raiser
event started with a lec-
ture on ‘Role of
Chhattisgarh in India’s
freedom struggle’ by Dr
Kishore Kumar Aggarwal,
ex-Professor and

Historian. He began his
talk with the revolt of 1857
and threw light on the
freedom movement start-
ed by Gandhiji, which in-
volved farmers, women
and children. He elucidat-
ed the details of Gandhiji’s
visit to Durg in 1920. This
was followed by the
screening of a film ‘Amar
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh’. The film has been
made by Sarita Sahu, W/o
Yashwant Sahu,

AGM(TSD). A Book on
‘Amar Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh’ written by
Sarita Sahu was launched
on the occasion.

A cultural programme
with a wide variety of
songs was organised by
the Sports and Recreation
group of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. Jitendra
Manikpuri, Assistant
Manager (Rajbhasha) con-
ducted the proceedings of
the programme.

Curtain raiser event organised
for Iconic Week at Kala Mandir

Bhilai, Jul 05:

A Swacchata drive was
organised in Bhilai
Township to mark the
theme of Moving towards
Circular Economy under
the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations at
SAIL - Bhilai Steel Plant
on July 05, 2022.

Plastic bags removal
campaign was organised
by the Township depart-
ment which involved Jan
Bhagidari with the cam-
paign by Township offi-
cials, Sportspersons and
pedestrians. The area near
Apna bazaar, Civic centre
was cleaned and made
plastic free. KC Tripathi,
GM I/c (Township),
Sanjay Kumar, GM (TSD),
Dr GK Dubey, GM
(Horticulture), Dr NK
Jain, DGM (Horticulture),
KK Yadav, DGM (TSD), of-
ficials from TSD,
Township Personnel,
Volleyball, Boxing and
Kabaddi Sportspersons
and Pedestrians gathered
near the Apna Bazaar,
Civic centre, Bhilai and
cleaned the premises,
making it polythene free.

Senior officials of the
Town Services depart-
ment inspected the resting
facilities near Boria Gate
in the Township on July

05, 2022. This facility is
being developed and shall
be used by the drivers and
helpers of the heavy vehi-
cles which are moving in
and out of the Boria Gate.
This resting facility has
drinking, washing,
bathing & toilet facilities.
This is a modern facility
in Bhilai Township with
latest standards in terms
of quality and ambience.
This resting facility shall
be available for use to all
24x7.

A mobile van with the
theme of ‘Switch to Steel’

toured Bhilai Vidyalaya,
one of the oldest schools of
Bhilai on July 05, 2022.
Pamphlets with an appeal
to ‘Switch to Steel’ were
distributed in the school
and children took a pledge
to discard polythene. Later
the van moved from the of-
fice of the CSR depart-
ment in Bhilai to different
CSR villages including
Model Steel Village
Doomerdih, Village
Dundera, Ganiyaari,
Pachpedi, Mahkakala,
Chunkatta, Selud etc.
Posters on avoiding single

use plastic and pamphlets
were distributed to vil-
lages. The mobile van will
travel across the
Township, villages nearby
and Mines.

The Solid Liquid
Resource Management
Centre (SLRM) at Newai
was set up by SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant recently to
strengthen the efforts to-
wards environment sus-
tainability. Six Tonnes of
Plastic waste were recy-
cled and converted to gran-
ules on January 07, 2022
and despatched for the
first time from the SLRM
centre. The facility was in-
spected by a joint team of
the Township and
Environment manage-
ment department on July
05, 2022. DL Moitra, CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management), Uma
Katoch, Vishnu Pathak
and his team inspected the
SLRM centre alongwith
Township officials.

Outlet C Effluent
Treatment Plant was in-
spected by EnMd team of
DL Moitra, CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management), Uma
Katoch, K Praveen, VK
Pathak, Sandeep Mishra
from WMD and represen-
tatives of M/s Effwa on
July 05, 2022.

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

A district-level meeting
of Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, Durg was held at
BJP office in Durg on
Tuesday. Tejashwi Surya
is scheduled to visit
Chhattisgarh for the first
time on August 09 after
his appointment as
National President of
BJYM. The organisation
is planning to stage a
gherao of CM House in
Raipur under the leader-
ship of Tejasvi Surya.
BJYM will try to corner
the Congress State
Government over the is-
sues of unemployment
and unfulfilled promises
made in the manifesto. An
action plan was prepared
for movements and
demonstrations at
Mandal to District level
and from District to State
level from July 10.

Former MP of
Rajnandgaon, Abhishek
Singh, BJP State
Secretary Usha Tavari,
former Mayor and State
Working Committee
member Chandrika
Chandrakar, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, BJYM State
General Secretary and
Divisional Incharge
Tekeshwar Jain, BJYM
district in-charge Raju
Mahant , Ritu Mahilane,
District President Nitesh
Sahu, District General

Secretary Gaurav
Sharma, State Working
Committee members
Mordhwaj Sahu, Manoj
Sharma, Jitendra Sahu
Ritesh Sharma were pres-
ent. Delivering the
keynote speaker,
Abhishek Singh said that
Yuva Morcha is the
biggest strength of the
party. Yuva Morcha is for-
tunate to get the opportu-
nity of struggling for the
people. BJYM had an im-
portant role in ensuring
the party’s historical suc-
cesses. Once again, the
BJYM got the same time
and opportunity in
Chhattisgarh. The people
have been harassed for
the last three and a half
years due to the policies
and promises of the
Bhupesh government. A
big struggle has to be
launched against harass-
ment and false promises.

Usha Tavari said that
the BJYM is ready for
every task. Following the
ideals of Swami
Vivekananda, the Yuva
Morcha should continue
its struggle till the goal is
achieved. Protesting
against the Congress gov-
ernment in the state, Yuva
Morcha has to fight the
street battle with as-
sertiveness.

Giving detailed infor-
mation on the action plan
of the movement, State
General Secretary
Tekeshwar Jain said that
the Yuva Morcha has to
make the masses aware
and create an atmosphere
against the Bhupesh
Baghel government. The
movement will be
launched from the assem-
bly level followed by dis-
trict level and finally the
state level movement
against the state govern-

ment.
District in-charge Raju

Mahant said that Durg
district is the home dis-
trict of the Chief Minister
as well as four cabinet
ministers. Yuva Morcha is
constantly struggling
against the misuse of ad-
ministration. Yuva
Morcha is strongly rais-
ing its voice regarding the
issues of public interest.

District President
Nitesh Sahu said that
BJYM is working in an at-
tacking role against the
oppressive state govern-
ment. He assured that the
struggle would continue
till the Congress govern-
ment gets overthrown
from power. District
General Secretary Gaurav
Sharma conducted the
meeting while District
Vice President Rahul
Diwan proposed the vote
of thanks.

Hari Verma, Manish
Sahu, Amit Patel, Kewal
Devangan, Chandrakant
Sahu, Mukesh Sonkar,
Yogesh Sahu, Rahul
Bhatt, Dumendra
Deshmukh, Narayan Dutt
Tiwari, Dushyant Sahu,
Vipin Chavda, Ved Sahu,
Piyush Malviya, Rahul
Patil, Vikram Singh, Raja
Yadav, Kunal Sharma,
Pravesh Sharma, Rahul
Kumawat, Ujjwal
Tamrakar, Deepak Singh,
Trilok Sahu and others
were present.

Bhilai, July 05: 

The nine-day sojourn of
Lord Jagannath along
with his elder brother
Lord Balaram and
younger sister Devi
Subhadra is being cele-
brated here in a grand
manner amidst chanting
of ‘haribol’ and clanging

of cymbals at the
Gundicha Temples situat-
ed at Sector 10 and Sector
6. Hundreds of devotees
are participating in the re-
ligious events at both the
Gundicha Temples.

Hera Panchami festival,
one of the main rituals ob-
served during Rath Yatra
in Gundicha Temple was
celebrated on Tuesday. It is
celebrated on Ashada
Shukla Panchami, the fifth
day in the bright fortnight
of Ashad month in Oriya

calendar. Hera Panchami
festival is dedicated to
Goddess Lakshmi who ap-
pears anxious because her
husband (Jagannath) for-
gets to take her. When
Lord Jagannath returns
from his journey he for-
gets to take her along with
him. Goddess Lakshmi en-
ters the Gundicha Temple
through Badadanda and
returns secretly from the
‘Heragohri Sahi’ after
breaking a small piece of
Nandigosha Ratha. It is all

to teach a lesson to her
beloved husband.

Lord Jagannath is
stopped at Kalahata
Dwara on his return jour-
ney to his sanctum. There
he convinces his beloved
wife and on their reunion
Rasagollas are offered as
Prasada. A number of spe-
cial rituals like Mangla
Arati and Mailam are
being performed. Bhajan
Sandhyas programmes
have also been organized
at the venue. On the day,

direction of the chariots is
changed and they are
placed facing towards the
Jagannath Temple.

Here at Gundicha
Temple in Sector 10,
Sandhya Mohapatra per-
formed the rituals playing
the part of Goddess
Laxmi. Purohit Pitwas
Padhi conducted the reli-
gious rituals. At the con-
clusion of religious ritu-
als, bhandara was served
among devotees.

On the fifth day, Lord
Jagannath gave darshan
in Raghunath Bhesha.
Deities are giving darshan
in different bheshas dur-
ing the nine day sojourn.
President Virendra
Satpathi, General
Secretary Satyawan
Nayak, Basant Pradhan, D
Trinath, Anam Nahak,
Trinath Sahu, Bhim Swai,
Sushant Satpathi, BC
Biswal, Vrindavan Swai,
Prakash das, Niranjan
Maharana, Ranjan
Mahapatra, SC Patro,
Biskeshan Sahoo, Kavi
Biswal, VK Hota, Ramesh
Kumar Nayak,
Seemanchal Behra,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Shankar dalai, Santosh
Dalai, Prakash Swai,
Dandasi Patro, Bhim Sethi
and others have urged the
devotees to participate in
the religious event and
seek blessings of the
deities.

‘Hera Panchami’ celebrated on fifth day of sojourn 
Lord Jagannath gives darshan in Raghunath Bhesha

BJYM chalks out strategy to corner Cong Govt 

Pressure Cooker
Bomb recovered 

Bhilai, Jul 05: Border Security
Force once again foiled a naxal bid
by unearthing a Pressure Cooker
Bomb in Kanker. The container
packed with 3-kg explosives was
buried near a culvert on the road
connecting Antagrah to Koylibeda.
This Improvised Explosive Device
was allegedly planted by the nax-
als to target security forces and
common people. BSF officials posi-
tioned at Bhilai based Frontier
Headquarters informed that on the
basis of intelligence inputs, the
troops of 30th Battalion scanned
the road which connects Antagarh
to Koylibeda. The team found a
bomb planted near a culvert on
this road. The Bomb Squad from
Kanker Regional Headquarters
reached the spot and cordoned off
the area. The IED was carefully
unearthed and destroyed at a safe
place. With its alert, committed
and proactive working, BSF once
again foiled a naxal bid to target
the security forces and common
people. On this achievement, IG-
BSF Indraj Singh (Frontier HQ,
Bhilai) appreciated and greeted
the team involved in tracing and
destroying the IED. He reassured
the locals that BSF is committed to
protect the people and will contin-
ue to deliver the duties with dedi-
cation and bravery. 

Bhilai, Jul 05: 

The annual ‘Van
Mahotsava’ was celebrat-
ed at Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Janjgiri – Charoda
(BMY) on July 04 in the
school premises. The pro-
gramme was organised
with the theme “One
Student – One Plant”. At
the outset, the event began
with a simple but effective
speech about the impor-
tance of trees and their
socio - economic effects.
Students of High School
and Higher Secondary as
well as Primary classes
highlighted the emotional
impact of trees in addition
to their environmental
role. The students were

made to understand and
appreciate the role played
by the planting and tend-
ing of trees in preventing
global warming, reducing
pollution and promoting
rainfall. This led to enthu-
siastic discussion among
the students.

Later, the plantation
drive was conducted in the
school premises. Every
student brought a plant
each and showed great ea-
gerness in planting the
saplings of various trees.
They were told about the
importance of trees that
were planted and were
given simple instructions
on how to take care of the
growing plants. Various
activities like poster mak-
ing, slogan writing and

drawing were held. The
students learned that the
Van Mahotsava is celebrat-
ed at the onset of the mon-
soon season.

The Principal Mini
Gopinathan urged the stu-
dents and the teachers to
plant more trees and stat-
ed that God has created
the environment and
human beings to stay in
harmony with each other.
She also asked to spread
awareness of forest con-
servation and to save the
environment. Head of
Cultural Committee -
Darshana Khonde, Savita
Dewangan and Himanshi
Dubey played a vital role
in organising the event.
The programme ended
with a vote of thanks.

SAGES Janjgiri celebrates
Van Mahotsava

Swacchata drive at Plant and
Township held during Iconic week
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COVID TEST

Long queue of people waiting for Covid test at Government Ayurvedic College, Hospital, Raipur on Tuesday.

Baghel launched ‘Mor Akhar’ and ‘Sports
for Development’ programmes

Raipur, Jul 05: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel launched two inno-
vation programs includ-
ing ‘Mor Akhar’ and
‘Sports for Development’
in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi district as part of
his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. ‘Mor Akhar’
programme will be imple-
mented in 299 primary
schools of Gaurela and
Pendra block, which is an
initiative to improve the
language skills of primary
school children besides
improving their reading
and writing skills. Under
the ‘Sports for
Development’, a physical
education based pro-
gramme will be used to
teach 543 primary school
students to develop their
learning skills as well as
improve their physical
and mental well-being en-
couraging them to lead a
healthy lifestyle.
Significantly, this method

of physical education has
been successfully used in
about 50 countries of the
world.

The closure of schools
due Covid-19 pandemic pe-
riod has led to loss of
learning for children.
Keeping this in view, ‘Mor
Akhar’ programme has
been started, which will be
helpful in improving read-
ing ability and reading
habit in children.
Similarly, Sports of
Development has been
started in all the schools of
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district with a purpose of
physical and mental devel-
opment in children and to
get kids interested in
sports. Under this pro-
gramme, class appropri-
ate, age appropriate and
providing equal opportu-
nities to boys and girls in
sports. Both these pro-
grams will be conducted
in collaboration with
UNICEF.

Winners of state karate meet feted
Raipur, Jul 05: Open
State Karate
Championship concluded
recently at Dhamtari wit-
nessed 06 players of Shri
Gujrati School along with
their coach Tikeshwari
Sahu taking part in it.
Yash rai won gold and
M a n d a l e s h w a r i
Mahanand ( Class VI)
bagged bronze to earn lau-
rels for the school. Shri
Gujrati Shikshan Sangh
president Narayan Bhai
Patel honoured both the
players by presenting

them medals along with
GSS Secretary Ashok
Bhai Patel.All the seven
players of the school were
feted while winners re-
ceived Rs 1750 as apprecia-
tion amount. The office

bearers congratulated the
winning players and as-
sured to boost their moral
in future, informs Anis
Memon Principal Shri
Gujrati Higher Secondary
School.

AIIMS-R felicitates senior consultants for their
exemplary contribution in medical field

Raipur, Jul 05: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur felicitated
two senior consultants from
Chhattisgarh for their exem-
plary contribution and serv-
ices in the medical field on
Doctors Day. Experts called
them life saviors and super-
heroes for society. Five days
program concluded with two
health camps for children
and senior citizens and dif-
ferent awareness programs.

Chief Guest Prof. (Dr.)
Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS-R, felicitated both
Prof. (Dr.) P.K. Mukharhjee
and Prof. (Dr.) R.S. Dheer for
their remarkable contribu-
tion to the medical field and
academia. Prof. Nagarkar
praised their contribution
and called them torch bear-
ers for the new generation.
‘India has made a significant
contribution in medicine, in-
cluding Charaka Samhita
and Yoga. During the pan-

demic, the medical fraterni-
ty worked tirelessly and set
an example of selfless serv-
ice in the country. Medical
students should understand
basic principles of selfless
service and dedication to be-
come successful in the pro-
fession, he said.

Dean (Academic) Prof.
Alok Agrawal explained
basic ethical principles to
medical students and en-
couraged them to excel in
their respective fields. Dean
(Research) Prof. Sarita
Agrawal discussed the
learning experiences of
Bharat Ratana Dr. B.C. Roy.
She said that Prof. Roy
proved that anything can be
achieved with firm determi-

nation. Dean (Exam.) Prof.
Eli Mohapatra presented de-
tails of various programs or-
ganized on Doctors Day.

Two health camps, first at
KV-2 at DDU Nagar and
Second at Badte Kadam
Anand Ashram, were organ-
ized on Doctors Day. Experts
under the guidance of Prof.
Vinay Pandit created health
awareness and conducted
health checkups of students
and senior citizens during
both camps. Dr. Ajay Kumar,
Dr. Nakul Uppal, and Dr.
Vikram Pai provided consul-
tancy during the camp. The
program was graced by Prof.
Somen Mishra, Dr. Subrata
Kumar Singha, Dr. Avinash
Ingle, and Dr. Benu Mathew.

MLAs submit nearly
900 questions for
Monsoon Session

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 05: Members
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) have so far sub-
mitted nearly 900 ques-
tions for the Question
Hour session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly during the
week-long Monsoon
Session scheduled to begin
from July 20.

According to the infor-
mation received from
Assembly Secretariat, the
MLAs have once again
preferred online mode for
the submission of the
Questions for the
Monsoon session as 842
questions have been sub-
mitted through the digital
platform whereas just 52
Questions have been sub-
mitted off-line mode. Total
questions submitted by
the MLAs stands to 894 as
on July 1.

Apart from it, the MLAs
have also submitted sev-
eral call attention notices

on key issues for the
Monsoon session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly.

Questions related with
the departments of
General Administration,
Energy, Mining, Finance
and Public Relations
would be taken up on day
one of the Monsoon ses-
sion which would be fol-
lowed with the other de-
partments in next few

days.
It is understood that

the MLAs have submit-
ted questions related
with several issues in-
cluding reported un-
availability of fertilizers
for the farmers.
Principal opposition
members have also sub-
mitted questions related
with illegal mining in-
cluding sand digging in
several region.

Raipur, Jul 05: Netaji as a
man of ideas was very
ahead of his time, he had
the vision and clear blue
prints of not only what
India should look like post
independence but also
what rural India should
look like once we were a
free country; well known
author, columnist and re-
searcher of history, poli-
tics, economics and the en-
vironment Chandrachur
Ghose opined during The
Write Circle event held by
The Ehsaas Women of
Raipur recently.

Conversationalist for the
evening was Kalpana

Chaudhary instructional
mentor / Director
Emeritus NH Goel World
School and fellow Ehsaas
Woman and someone who
being born to nationalists
has had the privilege of
hearing stories of the free-
dom struggle and of our
great freedom fighters
rather closely 

Ghose has written the
bestseller “Bose : The
Untold Story of an
Inconvenient Nationalist “
independently and has co-
authored “ Conundrum “
and  “ Government Doesn’t
Want You To Know This”
to name just a few. Apart

from being a writer and re-
searcher of repute,
Chandrachur Ghose is also
a founder member of
“Mission Netaji”.

Ghose spoke about so
many minor and major de-
tails and facts about
Subash Chandra Bose’s life
that had somehow gotten
lost over the years among
the many rumors and mis-
interpretations of the leg-
endary freedom fighter.

Speaking about Netaji’s
time at Cambridge, Ghose
revealed that apart from
studying, he spent a lot of
time observing the politics
in England especially the
way in which young stu-
dents debated with politi-
cal leaders. He rued that
this type of culture did not
exist in India.

When asked if Netaji
would be happy with
today’s political situation,
Ghose said regardless of
his feelings or opinions
about the same it is such
an irony of fate that we got
our freedom in 1947 and
Subash Chandra Bose was
born in 1897, so everytime
we spend any anniversary
of our independence we
celebrate an anniversary
of his birth.

Raipur, Jul 05: The Vice
Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Dr. Girish
Chandel has said that
Chhattisgarh has im-
mense potential for setting
up agriculture and minor
forest produce based start-
ups. He called upon the
students and other youth
of Agricultural University
to come forward to estab-
lish startups based on agri-
culture and minor forest
produce products and
nutri care products and be-
come a partner in the de-
velopment of
Chhattisgarh and India.
Dr. Chandel expressed the
need to promote startups
based on food processing
and value addition. He
said that the students
should be motivated for en-
trepreneurship develop-
ment during college educa-

tion, said Dr. Chandel
while addressing the
launch ceremony of
Abhinav 4.0 and Uddhav
4.0, the fourth phase of the
Agri Business Incubation
program run by Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University in collabora-
tion with Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana, here on
Tuesday.

So far, 189 startups have
been registered under the
IGKV Rabi program and 63
startups have been provid-
ed financial assistance of
Rs 5.79 crore.

Addressing the young
entrepreneurs on the occa-
sion, Dr. Chandel said that
they should give priority to
product based startups so
that production and em-
ployment can be boosted in

the state. He said that there
is also a lot of potential for
export of agricultural and
minor forest produce prod-
ucts from Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarh accounts for
five percent of the coun-
try’s total rice exports.
Last year, 17 thousand met-
ric tonnes of Kanaki rice
has been exported from
Chhattisgarh to China. Dr.
Chandel said that with the
establishment of phy-
tosanitary laboratory at
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
the facility of certification
necessary for exporting
the products abroad has
now become available,
which will boost exports.
Chief General Manager,
National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural

Development (NABARD)
Chhattisgarh, Suparna
Tandon, the special guest
of the program, said that
her bank is constantly
striving for agricultural
development and better-
ment of farmers in
Chhattisgarh. She said
that Chhattisgarh has
huge potential for agricul-
tural entrepreneurship de-
velopment and many
young people are coming
forward to start new start-
ups in this field. She said
that India has created a fa-
vorable environment for
startups in the last 10 years
and today out of every 9
new startups starting in
the world, one startup is
established in India. Ms.
Tandon said that NABARD
wants to conduct long-
term joint program with
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University in
which technical guidance
and cooperation will be
given by Agricultural
University and financial
help will be provided by
NABARD. Chief Executive
Officer of IGKV Rabi

A g r i b u s i n e s s
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Program Dr. Hulas Pathak
gave detailed information
about the efforts and
achievements made under
the program in the last
three years. He informed
that IGKV Rabi has been
awarded as the best start-
up incubation program of
the country in the national
level function held in
Bangalore recently.
Director Extension
Services, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Dr. P.K. Chandrakar,
Director Research
Services Dr. VK. Tripathi,
Dean Agriculture College,
Raipur Dr. K.L. Nandeha,
Dean of Agricultural
Engineering College, Dr.
Vinay Pandey, General
Manager of NABARD, Mr.
Surendra Babu, along with
several Heads of
Departments of
Agriculture University
and young entrepreneurs
selected for the
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development Program
were present.

SECR GM fetes
two rail staff for
excellent safety

related work

Bilaspur/Raipur, Jul
05: SECR GM Alok
Kumar on Tuesday feted
two railway staff for
their excellent discharge
of safety related work at
their work place. In the
first case on June 17, 2022
P Nagesh Kumar Chief
Commercial Clerk work-
ing in Dadhapara
Railway Station under
Raipur division detected
an unusual sound from
Up line while at that time
08261 Bilaspur-Raipur
Passenger was coming
on that track. On inspec-
tion it was found to be
rail fracture and possible
train mishap was avert-
ed. In the second incident
on June 18, Shivshankar
Sharma Chief Station
Master at Naila Yard
under Bilaspur Division
detected an unusual
sound from Up line 01
while a goods train was
passing through it at
07:55 am. On inspection it
was found to be rail frac-
ture. SECR GM feted
both the staff with letter
of appreciation. He
talked to  Nagesh Kumar
and encouraged him to
perform better at work
place in future.

Agro-based startups have immense 
potential in Chhattisgarh: Dr. Chandel

Favorable environ-
ment for startups in
the country: CGM
NABARD

Experts from AIIMS with KV-2 students during Health Camp

Five Days Programs
Mark Doctors’ Day,
Two Health Camps
at KV-2 and Anand
Ashram

Netaji had clear blue prints of
India post Independence: Ghose

Raipur, Jul 05: Urban
Administration and
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Dahria administered the
oath to newly appointed
president of Krishi Upaj
Mandi, Arang, Raipur dis-
trict Mr. Devnath Sahu,
vice-president Mr. Hiresh
Kumar Chandrakar and
the members Mrs.
Kusumalta Sahu, Mr.
Khilesh Kumar Chelak,
Mr. Sahdev Dhiwar, Mr.
Murari Yadav and mem-
ber traders representa-
tive Mani Ram Patel . On
this occasion a large num-
ber of farmers and
traders of Arang’s  Krishi

Upaj Mandi participated.
Minister Dr. Dahria said
that under Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana and
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
farmers and livestock
farmers are being benefit-
ed by transferring money
online to their accounts

by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Minister Dr. Dahria con-
gratulated  the newly ap-
pointed office bearers. Dr.
Dahria urged the officials
to do all necessary work
to support the farmers of
their area.

Dr. Dahria participates in oath ceremony
of Krishi Upaj Mandi members
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‘This signature is equivalent to an offering in Yagyakund’
AAmmaarrkkaanntthhaakk,,  JJuull  0055::  A memo-
randum of understanding was
signed between the Livelihood
Business Training Center of
Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak and the
Government of Chhattisgarh for
skill training, technology up-
gradation and business
advancement of the residents
of newly created Gaurela-
Pendra Marwahi district. The
Registrar on behalf of the
University and the District
Magistrate on behalf of the
Government of Chhattisgarh
signed the MoU.

The Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel described this MoU as
an important step for the devel-
opment of the region, which
will create ample employment
opportunities through skill
development. Expressing hap-
piness, he said that I am sure
that this MoU will not only work
in the interest of the university,

but the activities of upgrada-
tion of local youth and tribal
areas will increase here. For
this the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will give full cooperation.

The Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak, Prof.
Sriprakash Mani Tripathi
described the signing of the
MoU as a milestone. He said
that this area is full of diverse
species of rare medicinal
plants. The residents of this
region are knowledgeable
about plants and rare animals
and medicines. Their interac-
tion with the university will not

only lead to the development of
this region but also the welfare
of the entire human race. This
Memorandum of Understanding
is equivalent to a special sacri-
fice in the form of human wel-
fare. This will accelerate the
process of skill development
and innovation.” On this occa-
sion the coordinator of the
Livelihood Business Training
Center of the university, Prof.
Ashish Mathur described this
MoU as a big step in the field of
employment oriented education
and business skills, certification
and marketing of local products
for the youth of this region.

Officials appreciate Bansal’s admn abilities
Jagdalpur, July 04: In
the farewell ceremony
held on Friday evening,
IG Police Sundarraj P
said that Bansal did the
work of giving a new
identity to Bastar district.
He said that Bastar Police
is working with the slo-
gan of ‘Aamcho Bastar
Aamcho Police’ for the
last twelve years, but the
popularity that the word
‘Aamcho Bastar’ has
gained in the last two
years is astonishing.

Chief Conservator of
Forests Mohammad
Shahid said that amidst
the challenges of Corona,
many development works
were done in Bastar.
Badal Academy, estab-
lished for the protection
of tribal culture here, is
discussed on the other
side. By promoting
tourism in Bastar, impor-
tant work was done to
connect the youth with
employment. During this,
the smell of Bastar’s cof-
fee reached Delhi. He said
that the type of impres-
sion that Bansal has left
through his work in
Bastar, he should achieve
the same success in fu-
ture also.

SSP Jitendra Meena
said that Bansal does
every task with excel-
lence and shows good
leadership ability. DFO
DP Sahu said that he was
personally feeling sad
with Bansal’s departure
after working together for
only four months. He said
that Bansal is not only a

good administrator but
also a good person and his
personality should al-
ways remain alive with
him. CEO District
Panchayat, Rohit Vyas
said that Bansal has the
art of taking people
along, so that he makes
everyone his friend. They
assign work to the offi-
cers as per their qualifica-
tion. He said that the ease
with which people get at-
tached to Bansal is amaz-
ing. He described the
work done with Bansal as
a fortunate moment for
himself.

The outgoing Collector
Bansal said that he re-
ceived a lot of love
throughout Bastar during
his tenure, for which he is
grateful. He said that this
loving behavior of Bastar
residents further in-
creased the motivation to
work for the benefit of

Bastar residents, due to
which these milestones

were achieved. He also re-
cited the song ‘Hoga Naya

Savera’ composed on the
occasion.

IIM Raipur conducts orientation programme

Raipur, Jul 05: IIM
Raipur welcomed its 13th
Batch of Post Graduate
Programme in
Management and 8th
Batch of Fellow
Programme in

Management and 11th
Batch of Executive Fellow
Programme in
Management on the first
day of the Orientation pro-
gramme held on July 4 in-
nervating the students on
a new journey filled with
new hopes and determina-
tions. The students got an
opportunity to interact
with experts from acade-
mia, the learning received

from whom will certainly
stay with the audience.

The program started
with the inaugural ad-
dress by Shyamala
Gopinathan, BoG,
Chairperson, IIM Raipur,
congratulating the stu-
dents for securing admis-
sion in a top tier institute
of India. This was fol-
lowed by lamp lighting
ceremony by the digni-

taries, a melodious
Saraswati Vandana and
IIM Raipur theme song by
the PGP 2nd year students.

Prof. Gopal Kumar,
Chairperson-PGP wel-
comed the students of
PGP Batch 2022-24 & FPM
Batch 2022. Prof. Mohit
Goswami, Chairperson,
Admissions, then present-
ed the Student Profile for
the PGP class. The batch

profile of IIM Raipur
showed a continued push
toward diversity & inclu-
sivity with 62% female
candidates in a batch
strength of 331. Around
36% of candidates are en-
gineering graduates; 26%
are commerce graduates,
and the remainder come
from different disciplines
such as management, sci-
ence, etc. More than half

of the batch has a work ex-
perience of an average of
27 months. IIM Raipur val-
ues unity in diversity and
has a representation of
students coming from 25
states of the country. Prof.
Yogesh Chauhan,
Chairperson (Doctoral
Programme) welcomed
the students enrolling in
the Fellowship program at
IIM Raipur. As he de-
scribed the profession of
teaching, he urged the new
class to become role mod-
els for society besides ex-
celling in research work.

On behalf of Prof.
Kamla K Jain, Dean -
Academics, IIM Raipur,
Prof. Sanjeev Prashar,
Professor - Marketing, IIM
Raipur presented the wel-
come address. He motivat-
ed the incoming batch to
follow their passion and
shape their ideas accord-
ingly. He gave the example
of Swami Vivekananda to
possess the traits of being
truthful, faithful and self-
less. One should be able to
control their mind and

amalgamate moral values
with a touch of modernity
to obtain the best outcome
for oneself, family, friends
and society.

Dr. R
B a l a s u b r a m a n i a m ,
Member (Human
Resources), Capacity
Building Commission,
Government Of India
started his address by
greeting the students of
the upcoming batch. He
appreciated the campus of
IIM Raipur and its infra-
structural facilities. He
shared with the fresh busi-
ness students that the
business world is misin-
terpreted as being an evil
world. Since business is an
integral part of life, one
can sustain and make it
fair by learning to disrupt,
innovate and lead. He
mentioned that University
education can only be-
come relevant if students
are the drivers of energy
within the learning envi-
ronment. He urged the stu-
dents to co-create the learn-
ing process, switching to

the ‘phygital’ mode of
learning. Phygital mode is
a combination of the brick
and mortar model with the
digital mode of learning.
Creation of learning re-
sources is not only the re-
sponsibility of the teachers
but also of the students.

An overview of the aca-
demic life of the students at
IIM Raipur was presented
by Prof. Gopal Kumar.
Students seemed highly ex-
cited for this new academic
journey that would begin
with classes and end with
the corporate world.

On the second day of the
Orientation Programme, a
panel discussion will give
the new batch a taste of
corporate life. In addition
to eminent industry per-
sonalities, alumni will pro-
vide valuable perspectives
to the new batch. With
everything in place for the
new batch, IIM Raipur is
once again well-positioned
to produce leaders and re-
searchers of excellent qual-
ity for the corporate sector
and academic sector.

Schemes are prepared keeping in mind
basic needs of villagers: Patel

Raipur, Jul 05: State
Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel
under public relation
campaign reached  differ-
ent villages of Pusaur de-
velopment block. On this
occasion, he dedicated
works worth Rs 85.80 lakh
and performed Bhoomi
Pujan.

Along with this, while
giving information about
the public welfare
schemes, he said that the
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government are continu-
ously working towards
the economic empower-
ment of the villagers
along with providing em-
ployment opportunities in
the villages. The farmers
have got a big relief due to
the reasonable price and
input support for other
crops including paddy, as
well as the loan waiver of
the farmers. The landless
labour Nyay scheme has
been started by the gov-
ernment, its benefit is
being given to those farm-
ers who do not have any
land of their own.

Higher Education
Minister  Patel laid the
foundation stone for the

construction of addition-
al rooms in the govern-
ment primary school
building in village-
Kensara. On this occa-
sion, he talked to the chil-
dren and encouraged
them to study well.
Higher Education
Minister Patel said that
Swami Atmanand School
is being run by the State
Government in this direc-
tion to provide better edu-
cation to children from
city to village. Due to
which all the children will
be able to prepare better
for further competitive ex-
aminations by studying in
English medium school

and will make their place
at the regional and nation-
al level. During the public
relations in the villages,
he told all the villagers
that even those who have
not got the ration card
should take a report from
the concerned Patwari
and inform the District
CEO immediately that the
ration card will be made.

Higher Education
Minister  Patel reached
Kensara, Badimal,
Jogitarai and Bijna vil-
lages of Pusaur block. He
said that there is direct
communication with the
citizens through public re-
lations. This gives an op-

portunity to know their
demands and problems.
This helps in planning the
future development work.
During this, he became
aware of the problems of
various villagers and in-
structed the concerned of-
ficers to solve them soon.
On this occasion, District
Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel, Member of
Seed Corporation, Dilip
Pandey, District
Panchayat member
Akash Mishra, District
President, Sushil Bhoy,
Vice President, Gopi
Chaudhary, Sarpanch
Kensara, Ashok Dunsena,
Jogitarai Sarpanch,
Gajendra Chauhan,
Deputy Sarpanch, Public
representatives and a
large number of villagers
were present, including
Vikram Singh Patel.
Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel,
while addressing the vil-
lagers during public rela-
tions casmpaign in the vil-
lages, said that develop-
ment of rural areas and
basic essential facilities of
the villagers are being
completed on priority as
per the demand.

Satnami community should
work together: Daharia

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 05: If the
members of various or-
ganizations of Satnami
community work together,
the society will benefit. We
all have to work together
to keep intact the rights
given by the constitution.
It is not possible for every
educated youth of the soci-

ety to get a job, so self-em-
ployment should be fo-
cused, said State Minister
Dr. Shiv Daharia while ad-
ministering the oath to the
office bearers of the
Pragatisheel Chhattisgarh
Satnami Samaj.

Approval of Rs 25 lakh
was given on demand of
funds for cultural building
by the heads of Satnami
Community who came
from Akaltara, Sakti,
Bagbahra, Kawardha and
other places.

The program was

presided over by Dhanesh
Patila, chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation.
General Secretary SR
Banjare presented the re-
port. Rajya Sabha member
Dr. Bhushan Jangde said
that our society needs to
stay away from drugs. For
this a massive public
awareness campaign
should be conducted.
Satnami community presi-
dent RP Bhatpahari said
that we all need to live in

unity. With good thinking
we can strengthen our
community, he said.

Padma Ghanshyam
Manhar, Vice-Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Castes
Commission, KP Khande,
President of Guru
Ghasidas Sahitya and
Sanskriti Akademi,
Shankar Kumar Sonwani,
President of Guru
Ghasidas Grah Nirman
Samiti, Shakun Shiv
Kumar Dahria, President
of Rajshree Sadbhavna
Samiti, Former President
of Pragatisheel
Chhattisgarh Satnami
Community, LL Kosale,
Chairman of Satnami
Utthan and Jagriti Samiti
Jai Bahadur Banjare,
President of Ghasidas
Sewa Samiti, Bhilai, RD
Deshlahra, President of
Satnami Samaj, District
Rajnandgaon Surya
Kumar Khilari, Secretary
of Chhattisgarh
Rajbhasha Aayog, Dr. Anil
Bhatpahari participated
in the function.

p Minister administered
oath to newly elected
office bearers

For 13th batch of
PGP, 11th batch of
FPM  

Jagdalpur: Outgoing
Collector of Bastar dis-
trict Rajat Bansal plant-
ed a sapling in the
Amcho Bastar Club

premises located near
Lalbagh. He planted al-
mond saplings here. On
this occasion, he was ac-
companied by IG Police

Sundarraj P, CEO
District Panchayat
Rohit Vyas, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Dinesh
Nag, SDM Omprakash
Verma, Joint Collector
Hitesh Baghel, Aamcho
Bastar Club Secretary
Ashok Pandey, In-
charge Mining Officer
Hemant Cherpa and
other officers were pres-
ent. On this occasion,
after the renovation of
Aamcho Bastar Club, of-
ficials including Bansal
also tried their hand on
the new snooker board.

Outgoing Collector planted saplings
in Aamcho Bastar Club

New Collector Haris S takes stock of Konta area 
KKoonnttaa,,  JJuull  0055::  The
newly appointed
Collector of Sukma
district, Haris.S took
charge today. As
soon as he took

charge, he visited Konta area on Monday. Meeting
the officials at the PWD rest house in Konta, took
stock of the city of Konta. Monsoon has knocked in
Sukma district, and the Konta area, situated on the
banks of the Shabri river, creates a flood situation due
to excessive rainfall. Collector Haris.S visited Konta
today to take stock of the arrangements made by the
district administration for flood disaster prevention
and flood relief. During this, he inspected the Shabri
river bank of the old township and inquired about the
preparations from SDM Konta Bansingh Netam.
Along with this, he also observed the Kollu pond locat-
ed in the old township of Konta Nagar Panchayat
including the Konta-Andhra Pradesh inter-state bor-
der. During this, Konta SDM Netam and CMO Konta
Sori were present.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0055::  India’s leading solar manufac-
turer and software-based Solutions Company
Heliosynergy Pvt. Ltd.’s Founder and CXO
Kritik Gaur, while answering media questions
on his Raipur visit, talked about taking solar
power to every household in India.
Emphasizing the importance of planning over
money in any business, he said, “Our goal is not
to run after money but to light every house in the
villages with solar power. We want to reach out
to the people who cannot afford the very high
electricity rates; this includes small shopkeepers to
people living in one-room houses.” Addressing the
media, Nikhil Yadav, MD of Heliosynergy Pvt. Ltd.
said, “We are playing an important role in moving
forward the solar initiative of the central govern-
ment by 2030. The company aims to work on manu-
facturing 20GW on the ground and 5GW on rooftop
mounting by 2030. For Chhattisgarh, we want to dis-
cuss PM Modi’s dream of solar power in India and
contribution to PM’s 480GW target.”

Heliosynergy to contribute 

to PM’s 480GW target
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Konta, Jul 05: 

The resolution has
been passed for the Gram
Panchayat Mulakisoli
granite mine of Konta
block of Sukma district
through fake gram sabha,
for which the villagers
have also filed an objec-
tion and asked to take an
appropriate decision and
take further action. On
Sunday, former MLA
Manish Kunjam reached
Mulakisoli, the village
panchayat of Konta
block. He learnt about
the quarrying of high
quality minor mineral
granite stone found here.
He told the villagers that
from July 07, the tender

process is being started
for auction of the mine
through e-tender for the
said mine, on which the
villagers said that we do
not have any information
about it, and in this mat-
ter till date, there has
never been even a Gram
Sabha.

If the process is being
done here without the res-
olution of the Gram
Sabha, then the tender
process of the said mine
is completely illegal and
the document which is
being shown is also a fake
document because the vil-
lagers are clearly saying
that no Gram Sabha has
been organized. Manish
Kunjam said that the vil-

lagers do not agree to the
said mine and do not
want to allow anyone to
start the mine here. The
intention of the villagers
is clear that the process of
mining which has been
done is completely wrong
process has been adopted.
He said that soon a Gram
Sabha would be organ-
ized here in which other
officials including the col-
lector will be asked to at-
tend the meeting, along
with public representa-
tives and villagers will
also be present during
this time. According to
whatever decision will
come in the Gram Sabha,
whether to allow mine or
not to allow it, a resolu-

tion will be passed from
the Gram Sabha on that
basis. After which the
proposal of the Gram
Sabha will be submitted
in the name of Collector,
Chief Minister and
Governor. Villager
Soyam Kanna said that
there has never been any
discussion related to the
mine in the village. Nor
do the villagers have any
information about this.
The villagers do not want
any kind of mine in the
village.

Proposal of fake
Gram Sabha in allot-
ment of mines

Manish Kunjam said
that the gram sabha has
the authority that the per-

mission of the gram
sabha is required for any
kind of work in the gram
sabha area, but here the
resolution has been
passed through fake gram
sabha.

The villagers are clear-
ly saying that till date no
meeting of any kind of
gram sabha has been held
regarding the mine, so
the gram sabha resolu-
tion being talked about is
fake. He said that the
process of allotment of
mines in the Fifth
Schedule area without
Gram Sabha is illegal. In
this regard, appropriate
action will be taken soon
after meeting with the vil-
lagers.

Villagers disagree conduct of fake gram sabha
For leasing Mulakisoli granite mine

Fingeshwar, Jul 05: 

School entry festival
program was organized
in Fuljhar, dependent vil-
lage of Bondki, village
panchayat of
Fingeshwar. The pro-
gram was attended by
chief guest, District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu,
District member Dhan
Bai, special guest
Sarpanch Ramji Sahu,
Deputy Sarpanch Netram
Sinha, BJP worker
Mahesh Sahu and others.

The program was start-
ed by worshiping Maa
Saraswati and lighting
the lamp, with District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu
and other guests feeding
sweets to newly admitted
students. District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu
said that today a grand
program of school en-
trance festival has been
organized by the teachers
and local public represen-
tatives in village Fuljhar
and the main objective of
celebrating Pravesh

Utsav is to inculcate the
spirit of education and
innovation in the minds
of our new students
along with encouraging
them. District member
Dhan Bai said that there
is a need to bring revolu-
tion at the maximum
speed in the field of edu-
cation. The more and
more we educate our new
generation and youth
power, the faster our soci-
ety will develop, she said.

Sarpanch Ramji Sahu,
while addressing the stu-
dents, set a goal and
talked about working
hard to achieve that goal.
Deputy Sarpanch Netram
Sahu, wishing for a

bright future for all the
children, motivated them
to study diligently.

During this, the chair-
man of the school devel-
opment committee,
Vishnu Ram Sahu, vice-
president Chumman Lal
Sahu, educationist
Ainram Sinha Panch
Sudarshan Dewan
Bedram Dewan Hemin
Bai Sahu, school member,
Davana Dhruv
Lokeshwari Sahu
Tikeshwari Sahu Kiran
Sahu Mahatrin Dhruv
Yashwant Kumar Sahu
including school teacher
Ajay Kumar Dewan Nand
Kumar Netam Parents
were present.

School Pravesh Utsav 
celebrated in village Fuljhar

Dongargarh, Jul 05: The
President District Co-op
Central Bank Navaz Khan
went to Musara Society and
directly held talks with the
farmers and put forth be-
fore them the pro-public
schemes of the state govern-
ment and the community
present. He said that the
Chhattisgarh government
had promised MSP on
paddy at Rs 2500 per quintal
and fulfilled it and are ready

to pay the amount which
has not being declared or
promised. In the coming
days, the farmers are going
to be paid MSP of upto Rs
2800 on paddy and prepara-
tions regarding this are in
full swing. He charged that
the central government is
not providing sufficient
gunny bags with pure inten-
tions to trouble the farmers
at the time of selling their
paddy and now they are cre-

ating trouble before farmers
in sowing work by causing
artificial fertilizer shortage
this season. It is to highlight
such issues that the
President DCCB Navaz
Khan is reaching out to
farmers. In this pro-
gramme, BCC president
Suresh Sinha, senior
Congress leader Gokul
Verma, Dongargarh Janpad
‘Van Sabhapati’ - Dinesh
Thakur, BCC general secy
Panchram Chandel, Raju
Rajput, MLA’s rep-
Goukaran Verma, Arti
Verma, Paniyaboj Soceity’s
President Kishan Vaishnav,
YC leader Sandeep
Gaharwar, Gautam Verma,
Dara Gram Patel Amit
Vaishnav and others were
present.

Navaz hold talks with 
farmers in Musara Society

Informs them about govt’s schemes, promises fulfilled

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  JJuull  0055::

Due to regular power cut on
daily basis, the villagers and
farmers of Bagrekasa -
Chirchari are facing lots of
problems and to protest the
same, BJP Kissan Morcha V-P
Girwar Sahu, Sarpanch
Indrapal Singh Bhatia, Dy.
Sarpanch Chandraprakash
Deshmukh, Douva Ram Kawar,
Netram Kawar, Dharamvir Kwar
and other villagers gheraoed
the power sub-station of
Chirchiri and staged demon-
stration in front of it. Girwar
Sahu charged that this sub-sta-
tion does not even have a single
fuse-wire and in such a big sub-
station, there is not even a sin-
gle lineman to attend problems
of power cut or failure. On one

day generally there is power
cut for about a dozen times and
due to which the farmers and
villagers are in trouble.  The vil-
lagers informed that due to
power cut, they are unable to
get drinking water. Not having
experienced linemen, the peo-
ple of the region are made to
spend sleepless nights. The vil-
lagers warned that if the CSEB
administration does not work in

the direction of finding amica-
ble solution, then they all may
have to resort to agitation. The
AE Chaturvedi in writing has
given assurance that the prob-
lems of the villagers and farm-
ers would be solved in 2 days. It
is on reaching a consensus to
hold chakka-jam of Chrichiri GE
Road, that the farmers and vil-
lagers called off their one-day
dharna.

Pithora, Jul 05:

The 32nd biannual con-
ference of Akhil
Bharatiya Dak
Karamchari Sangh
(ABDKS) Group ‘C’ was
held in a private hotel in
Raipur and in this the
postal employees openly
discussed the problems
faced by them. Along with
this the senior postal offi-
cers held the need to find
out amicable solution to
all their problems and
they also gave valuable
tips to the employee lead-
ers in the organisation.

The Chief Guest of the
programme was Director
Postal Services
Chhattisgarh circle

Dinesh Kumar Mistri and
special guest was Asst.
Director (Stamps) Amit
Kumar Singh, Asst.
Superintendent Saurabh
Shrivastava were present.
Among the specially in-
vited guests included
Com. GR Sahu Circle
Secy Dharamraj
Mahapatra retired Suptd;
and head of Arya Samaj -
LN Mahato; COm. Dinesh
Patel, circle secretary
Raipur. After welcome of
the chief guests and spe-

cial guests in the pro-
gramme, the Director
Postal Services DK
Mistry said that he will
try to fulfill the issues
which will be brought
through Sangh and which
are worth considering as
per rules of the Postal
Department. He also gave
suggestions to postal em-
ployees and asked them to
change their style of
going on strike frequently
and said in order to avoid
losses instead of taking

pen-down strike, they can
adopt other means to reg-
ister their protest and
draw attention. Along
with this he said that all
the ‘Up-Dakpal’, Postal
Assistants should carry
out their works with full
honesty and commitment
and make all efforts to
achieve the departmental
taget set.

Special guest Amit
Kumar Singh gave infor-
mation about the fulfill-
ment of vacancies in the

Postal department to cent
percent till date. Asst.
Suptd. Saurabh
Shrivasatava laid stress
on the unity of the organ-
isation and asked the
leaders of Sangh to asso-
ciate more and more
members and provide
them opportunity to rep-
resent the organisation.
The female employees
present in the conference
accorded warm welcome
to Postal Superintendent
DK Mistry.

The former
Superintendent LN
Mahato raised demand to
fulfill the vacant posts.
The vote of thanks was
proposed by President
Raju Gajendra and also
expressed gratitude for
presence of Divisional
Finance Secy RL Tandon
and Div. Secy Ashutosh
Singh in the conference..

All postal employees should work honestly: Mistry
 32nd bi-annual 

conference of ABDKS
Group ‘C’ held

Villagers, farmers’ gherao Chirchiri sub-station
 Annoyed over 

frequent power cut
and failure

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0055:: The newly
appointed Collector Bilaspur
District Saurabh Kumar
assumed office here on
Monday. SDM Jaishri Jain
handed over the charge to him.
After assuming charge, he
obtained introduction of all the
officers and employees.

It is notable here that
Collector S Kumar is an IAS of
2009 batch and prior to this he
has served as Collector Raipur
and Dantewada district. In

addition to this, he has also
worked as Commissioner
Bilaspur and Raipur Municipal
Corporation.

Collector S Mittar hands
over charge:

The outgoing Collector Dr
Saransh Mittar handed over
the charge to SDM Jaishri Jain.
It is notable here that the state
government has posted Dr
Saransh Mittar as MD CG
Board and Infrastructure
Development.

Collector Saurabh Kumar
assumes office

Pandaria, Jul 05: It was
under leadership of super-
intendent Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Avasiya
Vidyalaya (KBGBAV),
Dullapur Bazar, Kamini
Joshi, a public awareness
rally was carried out relat-
ed to water-borne diseases
during rainy season and for
prevention of single-use
plastic. In this the villagers
were informed about the
diseases on rise during this
rainy season and also about
harmful effects of use of
plastic. Joshi informed that

with rainy season comes
the season of Malaria,
Diarrohea, Dengue and
other bacterial and viral in-
fections and held the need
to stay health and take all
necessary precautions. In
such conditions, all should
ensure proper cleaning in
& around their houses. She
informed that due to mas-
sive use of plastic, the soil
is getting polluted and los-
ing its fertility and there-
fore it should not be used.
Along with this in order to
save oneself from water-

borne diseases during
rainy season, the water
should be properly cleaned
and boiled if necessary, be-
fore drinking. The rally
started from the School
premises amidst playing of
drum-beats and during
this, slogans were raised
with messages to avoid
communicable diseases
during rains and stop use of
plastic in day-to-day life.
The rally again concluded
in the school premises and
turned into a seminar.
During this Sarpanch
Gram Dullapur Rukhmani
Sahu, SMC President, par-
ents and students were
present in large number.

Awareness rally taken 
out on communicable diseases

 And also to avoid
use of plastic

Anwari, Jul 05:

The consecration cere-
mony of Goddess Karma,
‘Ist devi of Teli Kul’ waas
done by the members of
Sahu Samaj and villagers
in Gram Chatoud. On the
first day, the ‘shobha-
yatra’ of idol of Goddess
Karma was taken out in
the village and after spe-
cial prayers to the
Goddess, the consecra-
tion ceremony was per-
formed.

On this occasion the
Chief Guest Chunnilal
Saahu, LS MP
Mahasamund LS and spe-
cial guest was Ranjana
Sahu MLA Dhamtari VS
were present.

Chief Guest Chunnilal
Sahu said that the identi-
ty of a society is from its
history and renowned

personalities. He said that
Sahu Samaj has rich and
glorious history and he
urged all the people of

Sahu Samaj to motivate
youth for better education
and remove all miscon-
ceptions related to social

evils and extend a helping
hand to all. On this occa-
sion Dayaram Sahu,
President Kurud, Suman
Sahu District Panchayat
member Dhamtari,
Radheshyam Sahu Tehsil
Sahu Samaj President,
Bhumika Sahu (donor),
Kamlesh Sahu region
Sahu Samaj Darba, Leela
Likesh Sahu, Sarpanch,
working committee mem-
ber- Rekh Ram Sahu
President Sahu Samaj
(Rural); Advisor
Khemchand Sahu, Ishwar
Sahu, Durjan Ram Sahu,
Rajesh Ram Sahu, from
Yuwa Prakosth-NK Sahu
President, Bhagwat Ram
Sahu V-P; patron Dinesh
Kumar Sahu, Narad Ram
Sahu, and villagers were
present in large number..

Consecration ceremony of Goddess Karma held
 In Gram Chatoud

Korba, Jul 05:

The newly appointed
Collector Sanjeev Jha con-
ducted inspection of vari-
ous official branches of
different departments in
the Collectorate here on
Monday. Jhan inspected
the Mineral branch, land
record’s branch, land-ac-
quisition branch, ‘Nazul
branch’, NIC, Court, Addl.
Collector’s office,
Treasury, ‘Nazir Branch’,
‘Jila Antyavyavsai
branch’, excise, Asst.
Commissioner Tribal
Devp branch, and PR and
others. During inspection

the Collector took infor-
mation about the estab-
lishment and others from
the officers and employees
present. He directed the of-
ficers of different branch-
es to be present in office on
time and fulfill their offi-
cial responsibilities with
commitment and dedica-
tion. Identifying the places

in need for repair and ren-
ovation work, the
Collector directed con-
cerned PWD officials take
necessary action. On this
occasion Upper Collector
Vijendra Patle, SDM
Korba Harishankar
Paikra and other officers
and employees were pres-
ent.

Collector conducts 
inspection of different branches
 Of govt departments

in the Collectorate

INTERN DOCTORS PROTEST

Intern doctors protest over non-payment of stipend, at SPMC medical college, in
Bikaner, Tuesday, July 5.

NIA takes custody of all accused in Amravati chemist’s murder
Amravati, Jul 05 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has taken over custody of
all the seven accused in the
murder of Amravati-based
chemist Umesh Kolhe, a po-
lice official said on
Tuesday.

The NIA took custody of
all the accused, who were
granted four days’ transit
remand on Monday after
they were produced before

the Amravati court, he
said. The accused are likely
to be produced before the
NIA’s Mumbai court on or
before July 8, the official
added.

Amravati police had
found inks between social
media posts supporting for-
mer BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and
Umesh’s murder during
the investigation and didn’t
suppress the case as was al-
leged, police commissioner

Arti Singh said on Monday.
Police didn’t disclose the in-
formation earlier given the
“very sensitive” nature of
the murder case and to
avoid any untoward inci-
dent, she said.

The seven are Muddasar
Ahmad (22), Shahrukh
Pathan (25), Abdul Taufiq
(24) Shoaib Khan (22), Atib
Rashid (22) and Yusuf
Khan (32) and alleged mas-
termind Shaikh Irfan
Shaikh Rahim. Police are

on the lookout for one more
suspect Shamim Ahmed in
connection with the case.
Umesh was allegedly at-
tacked with a knife by a
group of three men be-
tween 10 pm and 10:30 pm
on June 21. He died during
treatment at hospital. He
had supported a post on so-
cial media in support of
Nupur Sharma, who made
a comment on Prophet
Muhammad in a TV de-
bate.

IOC delivers cooking gas by boats in flood-hit Assam
Guwahati, Jul 05 (PTI):

In flood-hit Assam, LPG
delivery vans of PSU major
Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) have been replaced by
boats for the seamless sup-
ply of the fuel to keep the
burner flames on, a senior
official said on Tuesday.

At least 180 people have
died and more than 89.13
lakh people suffered cumu-
latively across 34 districts
since April 6 in one of the
worst floods Assam wit-
nessed in recent times.

The challenge increased
manifold with severe land-
slides in several neighbour-
ing states such as
Meghalaya, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur,
Indian Oil Corp Executive

Director (IndianOil-AOD) G
Ramesh told PTI here.

“Indian Oil rose magnifi-
cently to the occasion and
ensured an uninterrupted
supply of LPG as well as
petrol and diesel to affected
areas. Our dealers and dis-
tributor network rolled up
their sleeves and also made
food and water available to
stranded people,” he added.

The IOC official particu-
larly praised the Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylin-
der delivery channels,
which never stopped work-
ing despite immense diffi-
culties in reaching house-
holds that were completely
submerged by flood waters.

“The LPG door-to-door
delivery continued through
boats. Boats replaced deliv-

ery vans. This resulted in
achieving an enviable LPG
cylinder backlog in Assam
of only 1.03 days during the
peak of floods last week,” he
said. Currently, the backlog
period for delivery of LPG
cylinders has improved to
0.7 day for the entire state,
the official said.

Ramesh claimed that the
waiting period for LPG
cylinders in Silchar town
and other places of Cachar,
Karimganj and Hailakandi
districts of Barak valley,
which saw unprecedented
flooding this time, is just
1.88 days at present.

He said that the retail out-
lets were instructed to pri-
oritise the supply of diesel
to mobile tower operators to
keep the communication

channels alive in the face of
continuous power cuts dur-
ing the massive deluge.

The government de-
ployed NDRF, Army and Air
Force, besides various state
organisations, which re-
quired an uninterrupted
communication network for
relief and rescue opera-
tions.

“During this crisis, the ef-
forts of the entire team of
Indian Oil, primarily our
frontline workers, compris-
ing the location staff, con-
tract workers, tank truck
crew, security guards, LPG
delivery boys, have been un-
precedented.

“These people ensured an
uninterrupted supply of es-
sential petroleum products
in the region.

Govt plans special remission for prisoners as
part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebration
New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

A good news is in offing
for thousands of women
and transgender convicts
above the age of 50 as the
government intends to do
a phased commutation of
their sentence, subject to
their behaviour in jails, as
part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s plans to
celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.

The scheme will also
cover male prisoners
above the age of 60 and
physically challenged con-
victs who have completed
more than half of their
total sentence.

Poor or indigent prison-
ers who have completed
their sentence but are still
in jails due to non-pay-
ment of fines imposed on
them will be benefitted too
by way of waiving off the
fines.

The scheme, the Home
Ministry said, does not
apply to those prisoners
who were convicted with
death sentence, life im-
prisonment, rape, terror
charges, dowry deaths
and money laundering
cases. According to a 2020
official estimate, jails
across India continued to
remain overcrowded,

lodging about 4.78 lakh
prisoners against an actu-
al capacity of 4.03 lakh.

Of the total prisoners,
nearly a lakh are women.

As per a home ministry
communication to all
states and Union
Territories, those prison-
ers who fulfil the eligibili-
ty criteria will be released
in three phases — August
15, 2022, January 26, 2023
and August 15, 2023.

The eligibility criteria
for prisoners to be consid-
ered for the remission in-
cludes those convicts who
have consistently main-
tained good conduct dur-
ing their term in prisons
especially those with no
punishment during the
sentencing period in the
last three years.

The home ministry con-
veyed to the states and
UTs that women and
transgender convicts of
50 years of age and above,
male convicts of 60 years
of age and above, physi-
cally challenged and dis-
abled convicts with 70 per
cent disability and more,
who have completed 50
per cent of their total sen-
tence can be released to
commenorate the 75th an-
niversary of India’s inde-
pendence. Poor or indi-

gent prisoners who have
completed their sentence
but are still in jail due to
non-payment of fine im-
posed on them can be re-
leased by waiving off the
fine, the ministry said.

The prisoners should be
considered for release
after a thorough examina-
tion by a State Level
Screening Committee
consisting of senior civil
and police officers, it
added.

Persons who committed
an offence at a young age
between 18-21 years and
with no other criminal
case against them and
who have completed 50
per cent of their sentence
period will also be consid-
ered for the special remis-
sion, it said.

However, the home min-
istry has made it clear
that persons convicted
with death sentence or
where death sentence has
been commuted to life im-
prisonment or persons
convicted for an offence
for which punishment of
death has been specified
as one of the punish-
ments and persons con-
victed with sentence of
life imprisonment will
not be considered for re-
lease.

IMD issues heavy rain alert for Maharashtra

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI):

The IMD on Tuesday is-
sued a heavy rainfall alert
for Maharashtra over the
next four days, following
which Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde directed the
state administration offi-
cials to take precautions
and ensure there is no loss
of life or property.

The Kundalika river in
Raigad district, located near
Mumbai, has crossed the
danger mark, as per an offi-
cial statement.

Mumbai and some of its

neighbouring districts wit-
nessed heavy rains and
flooding on Tuesday morn-
ing. The IMD has issued an
‘orange alert’ for south

Konkan region and Goa
and a ‘yellow alert’ for
north Konkan, north cen-
tral and south central
Maharashtra and

Marathwada regions.
The MeT department is-

sues four colour-coded pre-
dictions based on the pre-
vailing weather systems.
The green colour indicates
no warning, yellow is to
keep a watch, orange is to
stay alert, while red means
a warning and that action
needs to be taken.

The Marathwada region
is likely to witness thunder-
storms accompanied with
lightning, heavy rain and
gusty winds with a speed of
40-50 kmph, the IMD said.

The Chief Minister’s
Office in a statement said
CM Shinde is in touch with
collectors of Thane, Raigad,
Palghar, Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg districts.

Droupadi Murmu visits Patna to seek
support for presidential election

Patna, Jul 05 (PTI):

A rousing welcome was
given to NDA presidential
candidate Droupadi
Murmu when she arrived
in Patna on Tuesday to
seek support for the July
18 election.

Murmu arrived at the
Patna airport in a special
aircraft at 11.13 am, offi-
cials said.

Deputy Chief Ministers
Tarkishore Prasad and
Renu Devi, Union minis-
ter Nityanand Rai, state
BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal
and other state ministers
received her at the Jay
Prakash Narayan

International Airport.
Former chief minister

Jitan Ram Manjhi was
also present at the air-
port.

The airport compound
was decorated with flow-
ers, while BJP workers

gathered along the roads
outside with party flags to
welcome her.

Murmu will visit the
state BJP office, and also
meet Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar during the
tour.

“Later, she would go to
a hotel near Gandhi
Maidan where she would
meet senior leaders of all
NDA constituents, includ-
ing the MPs and MLAs,
and appeal for their sup-
port in the election,” a
BJP leader said.

She is scheduled to fly
out of Patna in the after-
noon to reach Agartala
via Guwahati, he said.

Will not allow terrorism to take
root again, say residents

Jammu, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a remote hamlet in
the Mahore belt of Jammu
and Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict that was once a
hotbed of militancy, vil-
lagers who displayed ex-
emplary courage by over-
powering two heavily-
armed Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorists say they
are determined not to let
militants regain ground.

The terrorists who were
later identified as the
most-wanted LeT com-
mander Talib Hussain
Shah - the mastermind be-
hind a series of explosions
in his home district
Rajouri - and his associate
Faisal Ahmad Dar of
south Kashmir’s Pulwama

district were escaping the
dragnet of security forces
and had reached the vil-
lage for shelter on
Saturday night.

The six close relatives
kept their wits about them
as they took on the two
armed terrorists bare-
handed in an hour-long
confrontation in the hill-
top village that can be
reached only after
trekking for over two
hours from the last mo-
torable road.

When I returned to my
‘dhok’ (hamlet) in the
evening (on Saturday)
after work, I saw two un-
known persons inside the
house and got suspicious
as they introduced them-
selves as businessmen.

They ordered me to switch
off the mobile and keep it
on the floor. They also re-
stricted me from going
outside, Mohammad
Yousuf said.

As it was dark, Yousuf
said, he tricked the terror-
ists by keeping his mobile
phone on the ground with
one hand and swooping it
up with the other before
pleading with them to let
him go outside to attend
nature’s call.

Outside the premises,
Yousuf said he telephoned
his brother and told him
that this might be our last
conversation as some peo-
ple have come to my house
and collected all the infor-
mation about our extend-
ed family.

Hurt by turn of events but will make Sena stronger: Uddhav
Aurangabad, Jul 05 (PTI):

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray has
said that he was “hurt” to
see some members ditch-
ing the party despite get-
ting benefits and will visit
Hingoli in Marathwada
soon, party leaders said on
Tuesday, a day after local
Sena MLA, Santosh
Bangar, crossed over to the
Eknath Shinde faction just
ahead of the floor test.

Interestingly, Bangar,
the MLA from Kalamnuri
in the Hingoli district, was
recently seen weeping ask-
ing rebels to return to the
Sena fold in videos during
the earlier days of the re-
volt.

After Bangar joined the
Shinde camp and voted in
favour of the trust vote in

the Assembly on Monday,
a meeting of district Shiv
Sena leaders was held at
the government guest
house in Hingoli on
Tuesday where Uddhav
Thackeray spoke to party
workers over the phone
and told them that he
would visit Hingoli soon,
Shiv Sena leader Ramesh
Shinde told PTI.

Thackeray told Sena
workers that it was
painful to see that those
(MLAs and ministers)
who won due to Sena

workers and got every-
thing (positions in the
party) have left him.

“But those who didn’t
get anything are with me.
I shall fight and reinvigo-
rate Sena. I will come to
(Hingoli) soon to meet
you,” Thackeray told the
party workers in the meet-
ing, a video of which has
gone viral.

Shinde said Sena work-
ers were shocked to see
Bangar joining the Shinde
group at the last moment.

“Shiv Sena is intact.
The Sena workers who
were informed about the
meeting attended it,” he
said. One video had shown
Bangar sobbing and say-
ing that the environment
in the state had turned
bad and all dissidents
with Shinde must return

to the party fold as
Uddhav Thackeray would
surely forgive them.

He had also hailed the
Sena as followers of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and Bal
Thackeray and said it was
the duty of everyone to
keep the saffron flag of
Hindutva flying high
without any taint.

Shinde on Monday won
the crucial floor test in the
state Assembly on the last
day of the two-day special
session of the House. In
the 288-member House,
164 MLAs voted for the
motion of confidence,
while 99 voted against it.

With Bangar’s
crossover, the tally of
Sena legislators in the
Shinde camp went up 
to 40.

ACB raids various locations of K’taka
Cong MLA Zameer Ahmed Khan

Bengaluru, Jul 05 (PTI):

The Anti-Corruption
Bureau in Karnataka on

Tuesday raided five loca-
tions of Congress MLA B
Z Zameer Ahmed Khan
following a report of the

Enforcement Directorate.
According to ACB offi-

cials, the raids were car-
ried out at his residence
near the Cantonment
Railway station, a flat in
Silver Oak Apartment, a
guest house at
Sadashivanagar, G K
Associates office at
Banashankari and
National Travels office
in Kalasipalya in the
city. “The ACB teams are
verifying the documents
and the investigation is
on,” the ACB official
said. Multiple teams of
the ACB arrived at five
locations of Khan, a
four-time MLA, who had
served as the food and

civil supplies minister
in the H D
Kumaraswamy govern-
ment for over a year
from June 2018, from the
morning.

Last year in August,
the Enforcement
Directorate had raided
Khan and another for-
mer minister R Roshan
Baig’s residence, al-
legedly in connection
with the IMA ponzi
scheme worth Rs 4,000
crore in which thou-
sands of people, mostly
Muslims, were duped of
their hard-earned
money. Khan had ap-
peared before the ED
several times.
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BRIEF
4 arrested 

New Delhi: Three
men and a woman
were arrested here for
allegedly posing as in-
come tax officials and
stealing Rs 15,000
cash, phones and jew-
ellery from a house in
Shahdara, police said
on Monday. They have
been identified as
Gurjant Singh (31),
Satpal Singh (28),
Gurpreet (30) and
Navjot Singh (30), all
residents of Punjab,
the police said, adding
that they are part of a
15-member gang.
Police officials said
they received a call
around 6 pm on
Sunday about some
income tax officials
conducting a raid
without police per-
sonnel and seizing
mobile phones of all
family members.

Two nabbed
Guwahati: Two per-
sons were arrested
with 12.59 gm of hero-
in in Nagaon district
of Assam, police said
on Tuesday. A man
was arrested from
Chokitup Fasiroad in
the first raid, they
said. He was nabbed
while trafficking the
drugs. Sixteen plastic
vials containing 1.8
gm heroin and 20
empty plastic vials
were seized from him,
they added. In the sec-
ond incident, a team
of the Batadrava po-
lice station conducted
a raid, acting on a tip-
off, and apprehended
another man, police
said. A soapbox con-
taining 10.79 gm hero-
in was seized from
him, they said.

Car falls into gorge
New Tehri
(U’Khand): A tourist
from Ghaziabad was
killed while three oth-
ers were injured
when their car fell
into a gorge in
Uttarakhand’s Tehri
district, police said on
Tuesday. They were
returning from
Kedarnath when the
accident occurred
near Vyasi on the
Rishikesh-Badrinath
highway on Monday
night, Tehri SSP
Navneet Bhullar said.
Police and SDRF per-
sonnel pulled out the
deceased and the in-
jured from the gorge
in a late night rescue
operation, he said.
The deceased was
identified as Nishant
(23), a resident of
Ghaziabad.

Italian held 
Maharajganj (UP):
An Italian national
has been arrested
along the India-
Nepal border while
he was trying to
enter the country
without a valid visa,
a senior official said
on Tuesday. Federico
Negri (39) was
stopped by the
Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) team for rou-
tine checking in
Sonauli area on
Monday but he could
not produce a vaild
visa, Commanding
Officer, SSB, Varun
Kumar said.

Three killed 
Jaunpur (UP):
Three people were
killed when a pickup
vehicle, which was
taking an out of
order minibus, was
hit by a truck in
Badlapur area here
on Tuesday morn-
ing, police said. The
victims were killed
on the spot at
Varanasi-Lucknow
national highway,
said Assistant
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar.

Police at the entrance of the Congress MLA Zameer
Ahmed Kan residence following raids by Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) sleuths, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, July 5.

School students with their guardians wade through a
flooded street following heavy monsoon rains, in Mumbai,
Tuesday, July 5.

p Kundalika river
crosses danger
mark
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ITALIAN GLACIER AFTER AVALANCHE

A view taken from a rescue helicopter of the Punta Rocca glacier near Canazei, in the
Italian Alps in northern Italy, Tuesday, July 5 two day after a huge chunk of the glacier
broke loose, sending an avalanche of ice, snow, and rocks onto hikers. 

HOUSE DAMAGED

A boy collects usable items from his house that was damaged by heavy rain, on the outskirts of Quetta, Pakistan, Tuesday, July 5.

Brussels, Jul 05 (AP):

The 30 NATO allies signed
off on the accession proto-
cols for Sweden and Finland

on Tuesday, sending the
membership bids of the two
nations to the alliance capi-
tals for legislative approvals.

The move further increas-

es Russia’s strategic isolation
in the wake of its invasion of
neighbouring Ukraine in
February and military strug-
gles there since. This is truly

a historic moment for
Finland, for Sweden and for
NATO, said alliance
Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg. The 30 ambassa-
dors and permanent repre-
sentatives formally approved
the decisions of last week’s
NATO summit when the al-
liance made the historic deci-
sion to invite Russia’s neigh-
bor Finland and
Scandinavian partner
Sweden to join the military
club. Despite the agreement
in the alliance, parliamentary
approval in member state
Turkey could still pose prob-
lems for their final inclusion
as members. Last week,
Turkish leader Recep Tayyip
Erdogan warned that Ankara
could still block the process if
the two countries fail to fully
meet Turkey’s demand to ex-
tradite terror suspects with
links to outlawed Kurdish
groups or the network of an
exiled cleric accused of a
failed 2016 coup in Turkey.

NATO nations sign accession
protocols for Sweden, Finland

Finlands Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto, left, Swedens Foreign Minister Ann Linde, right,
and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg attend a media conference after the signa-
ture of the NATO Accession Protocols for Finland and Sweden in the NATO headquarters
in Brussels, Tuesday, July 5.

Los Angeles, Jul 05 (PTI):

Researchers have devel-
oped new lithium-ion bat-
teries that perform well at
both freezing cold and
scorching hot tempera-
tures, while packing a lot of
energy.

The batteries, described
in the journal PNAS, could
allow electric vehicles in
cold climates to travel far-
ther on a single charge.

They could also reduce
the need for cooling sys-
tems to keep the vehicles’
battery packs from over-
heating in hot climates.

The researchers at the
University of California
(UC) San Diego in the US
developed an electrolyte

that is not only versatile
and robust throughout a
wide temperature range,
but also compatible with a
high energy anode and
cathode.

The anode is the elec-
trode where electricity
moves into. The cathode is
the electrode where elec-
tricity flows out.

“You need high tempera-
ture operation in areas
where the ambient temper-
ature can reach the triple
digits and the roads get
even hotter. In electric vehi-
cles, the battery packs are
typically under the floor,
close to these hot roads,”
said Zheng Chen, a profes-
sor at the UC San Diego,
and senior author of the

study. “Also, batteries warm
up just from having a cur-
rent run through during op-
eration. If the batteries can-
not tolerate this warmup at
high temperature, their per-
formance will quickly de-
grade,” Chen said.

In tests, the batteries re-
tained 87.5 per cent and
115.9 per cent of their ener-
gy capacity at minus 40 and
50 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively.

They also had high
Coulombic efficiencies of
98.2 per cent and 98.7 per
cent at these temperatures,
respectively, which means
the batteries can undergo
more charge and discharge
cycles before they stop
working.

The batteries are both
cold and heat tolerant
thanks to their electrolyte,
which is made of a liquid
solution of dibutyl ether
mixed with a lithium salt.

A special feature about
dibutyl ether is that its mol-
ecules bind weakly to lithi-
um ions. In other words, the
electrolyte molecules can
easily let go of lithium ions
as the battery runs.

This weak molecular in-
teraction, the researchers
had discovered in a previ-
ous study, improves battery
performance at sub-zero
temperatures.

Dibutyl ether can easily
take the heat because it
stays liquid at high temper-
atures, the researchers

said. What is also special
about this electrolyte is that
it is compatible with a lithi-
um-sulfur battery, which is
a type of rechargeable bat-
tery that has an anode
made of lithium metal and
a cathode made of sulfur.

Lithium-sulfur batteries
are an essential part of
next-generation battery
technologies because they
promise higher energy den-
sities and lower costs, ac-
cording to the researchers.

They can store up to two
times more energy per kilo-
gram than today’s lithium-
ion batteries — which could
double the range of electric
vehicles without any in-
crease in the weight of the
battery pack.

Batteries that work well in extreme 
cold and heat developed Richmond, Jul 05 (AP):

Hundreds of homes
have been inundated in
and around Australia’s
largest city in a flood
emergency that was im-
pacting 50,000 people, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

Emergency response
teams made 100 rescues
overnight of people
trapped in cars on flooded
roads or in inundated
homes in the Sydney area,
State Emergency Service
manager Ashley Sullivan
said.

Days of torrential rain
have caused dams to over-
flow and waterways to
break their banks, bring-
ing a fourth flood emer-
gency in 16 months to
parts of the city of 5 mil-
lion people.

Evacuation orders and
warnings to prepare to
abandon homes impacted
50,000 people, up from
32,000 on Monday, New
South Wales Premier
Dominic Perrottet said.

This event is far from
over. Please don’t be com-
placent, wherever you are.
Please be careful when
you’re driving on our
roads. There is still sub-
stantial risk for flash flood-
ing across our state,
Perrottet said.

The New South Wales
state government de-
clared a disaster across
23 local government
areas overnight, activat-
ing federal government
financial assistance for
flood victims.

Emergency Services
Minister Steph Cooke
credited the skill and
commitment of rescue
crews for preventing any
death or serious injury
by the fourth day of the
flooding emergency.

Parts of southern
Sydney had been lashed
by more than 20 centime-

ters (nearly 8 inches) of
rain in 24 hours, more
than 17 per cent of the
city’s annual average,
Bureau of Meteorology
meteorologist Jonathan
How said.

Severe weather warn-
ings of heavy rain re-
mained in place across
Sydney’s eastern suburbs
on Tuesday. The warnings
also extended north of
Sydney along the coast
and into the Hunter Valley.

The worst flooding was
along the Hawkesbury-
Nepean river system along
Sydney’s northern and
western fringes.

The good news is that by
tomorrow afternoon, it is
looking to be mostly dry
but, of course, we are re-
minding people that these
floodwaters will remain
very high well after the

rain has stopped, How
said. There was plenty of
rain fall overnight and
that is actually seeing
some rivers peak for a sec-
ond time. So you’ve got to
take many days, if not a
week, to start to see these
floodwaters start to re-
cede, How added.

Residents of Lansvale,
in southwest Sydney, were
surprised by the speed at
which their area became
inundated and the grow-
ing frequency of such
flooding. Well, it happened
in 1986 and ‘88, then it did-
n’t happen for 28 years
and, so, 2016 and 2020 and
now it’s happened four
times this year, a Lansvale
local identified only as
Terry told Australian
Broadcasting Corp. televi-
sion of his home being
flooded.

Sydney floods impact 50,000
around Australia’s largest city

Jihadi attacks kill 22 people
in Burkina Faso, say officials
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), Jul 05 (AP):

Attacks by jihadis killed
at least 22 people in north-
western Burkina Faso and
also injured others, the
government said.

The cowardly and bar-
baric attack occurred late
Sunday in the commune of
Bourasso in Kossi
province, Babo Pierre
Pierre Bassinga, governor
of Boucle du Mouhoun re-
gion, said in a statement.

The West African nation
has been overrun by jihadi
violence linked to al-Qaida
and the Islamic State
group in recent years.
Violence has killed thou-
sands and displaced near-
ly 2 million people from
their homes.

Mutinous soldiers
ousted Burkina Faso’s
democratically elected
president in January
promising to secure the
country, but since then

violence has increased
and spread.

More than 530 violent
incidents occurred be-
tween February and May,
which was more than
double the level during
the same period of 2021,
according to the Armed
Conflict Location &
Event Data Project.

At least 135 people
were killed in 12 jihadi at-
tacks during the first two
weeks of June, according
to an internal security re-
port for aid workers seen
by The Associated Press.

In an attempt to stem
the violence, last month
the junta announced the
creation of two military
zones in the hard-hit East
and Sahel regions, forc-
ing civilians to leave
their homes within two
weeks and prompting
concerns it would wors-
en the crisis of displaced
people.

Wellington (New Zealand), Jul 05 (AP):

A satellite the size of a
microwave oven successful-
ly broke free from its orbit
around Earth on Monday
and is headed toward the
moon, the latest step in
NASA’s plan to land astro-
nauts on the lunar surface
again. It’s been an unusual
journey already for the
Capstone satellite. It was
launched six days ago from
New Zealand’s Mahia
Peninsula by the company
Rocket Lab in one of their
small Electron rockets. It
will take another four
months for the satellite to
reach the moon, as it cruis-
es along using minimal en-
ergy. Rocket Lab founder
Peter Beck told The
Associated Press it was
hard to put his excitement

into words.
It’s probably going to

take a while to sink in. It’s
been a project that has
taken us two, two-and-a-
half years and is just in-
credibly, incredibly diffi-
cult to execute, he said. So
to see it all come together
tonight and see that space-
craft on its way to the
moon, it’s just absolutely
epic. Beck said the rela-
tively low cost of the mis-
sion NASA put it at USD
32.7 million marked the
beginning of a new era for
space exploration.

For some tens of mil-
lions of dollars, there is
now a rocket and a space-
craft that can take you to
the moon, to asteroids, to
Venus, to Mars, Beck said.
It’s an insane capability
that’s never existed be-

fore.

NASA satellite breaks from orbit
around Earth, heads to moon

T oday, we mark the completion of
5 years since the Goods and

Services Tax (GST) was introduced in
our country. It was first discussed in
the report of Kelkar Task Force on indi-
rect taxes in 2003 and hence took 13
long years in the making. Since 2017,
GST naturally, has faced teething
problems. But more than the teething
problems, it has emerged strongly
after facing the turbulence of Covid-19
global pandemic and its fall-out. It is to
the credit of the GST Council that the
centre and the states held each other's
hands together to not just face the cri-
sis but to lift our economy on to recov-
ery. It is this working together that has
made India stand out now as the
fastest growing economy, as projected
by many, this year and the next.

Several countries moved to the GST
regime long before India did in 2017.
But, the mechanism of the GST Council
itself is unique to India. The quasi-fed-
eral nature of Indian polity wherein
both the centre and states enjoyed
independent powers of taxation
demanded a unique solution. States of
different sizes and in different stages
of development with their legacy tax
systems had to be brought together
under the GST. States were also in dif-
ferent stages in the use of technology
for revenue collection. The GST
Council, the constitutional body, and a
GST solution unique to India (dual
GST) were the answers found to such a
demand. With a few exceptions, taxes
both of the Centre and the states were
subsumed in the GST. Seventeen dif-

ferent laws were merged and a single
taxation was brought in through the
GST. For India, the GST Council has
played a crucial role in forging a
national consensus on key issues of
GST - rates, exemptions, business
processes and movement of ITC etc.

Over 63.9 lakh taxpayers migrated
into the GST in July 2017. This number
has more than doubled to over 1.38
crore taxpayers as of June 2022.  Over
41.53 lakh taxpayers and 67 thousand
transporters are enrolled on the e-way
portal, on an average generating per
month 7.81 crore e-way bills. Since the
launch of the system, a total of 292
crore e-way bills have been generated
of which 42% are for the inter-state
transport of goods. This year 31st May
saw the highest single day generation
of 31,56,013 e-way bills.

The average monthly collections
have increased from Rs 1.04 lakh
crores in 2020-21 to Rs 1.24 lakh crores
in ’21-22. In the first 2 months of this
year the average collections are Rs.
1.55 lakh crores. It is a reasonable and
fair expectation that this steady
increasing trend will continue. GST has
eliminated the tax arbitrage that exist-
ed among Indian states under the
CST/VAT regime. 

An intrusive control system, then,
involving border check posts and phys-
ical verification of goods-laden-trucks
played havoc resulting in loss of time
and fuel. As a result the logistics chain
for movement of cargo, even within
the country, could not acquire scale
and efficiency. Logistics costs were

estimated to contribute as much as
15% to the cost of goods. With no such
arbitrage under the IGST and with the
e-way bills, the logistics supply chain
efficiencies have increased manifold.
With our focus on multi-modal trans-
port and now with PM Gati Shakti
these gains are only sure to multiply. In
the pre-GST regime, on most of the
items, the combined centre and states
rates were more than 31%. 

However, under the GST, the rates
of over 400 goods and 80 services have
been reduced. The highest 28% rate is
restricted to sin and luxury items. Out
of a total of 230 items which were in
the 28% slab close to 200 items have
been shifted to lower slabs. Special
attention has been paid to the needs of
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).

The objective continues to be that
their tax and compliance burden be
kept low. Equally, it was important to
ensure that they remain integrated
with the supply chain for the purpose
of ITC. In this context, there were two
important steps that were taken up:
the enhancement of the threshold
exemption limit from Rs 20 lakh to Rs
40 lakh for goods and the introduction
of the Quarterly Returns and Monthly
Payments (QRMP) scheme which has
the potential to benefit 89% of the tax-
payers. Since inception, the adminis-
tration of GST continues to be IT based
and fully automated. 

The creation of GSTN, a profession-
ally managed technology company to
run the platform was a step in the right
direction. Constant review and
upgrading of the hardware and soft-
ware capacities have helped in keeping
the system nimble. The system of
automated IGST refunds by Customs
and refund of accumulated input tax
credit (ITC) to exporters by the GST
authorities has made the neutralisa-
tion of input taxes on export goods and
services seamless and hassle-free. 

It is noteworthy that most litiga-
tions on GST matters have centred
around issues such as ITC, powers
available to the GST officers on
aspects of enforcement such as issu-

ing of summons, arrest of persons,
attachment of property for recoveries
etc. Even in the much highlighted
recent judgement of the Hon. Supreme
Court in the case of Mohit Minerals vs
UoI, the Court has not set aside or
altered the fundamental features of
the GST. 

Asim Dasgupta, Finance Minister of
West Bengal for 24 years, was the
Chairperson of the Empowered Group
of State Finance Ministers from 2000-
2010. The first formulation of the GST
laws were made in 2009. In an inter-
view given to a business newspaper on
2 July 2017, he highlighted the signifi-
cant features of the GST, which remain
intact to this day: “The States never
had the power to levy Service Tax.
States have been asking from the very
beginning for the power to levy
Service Tax, and not simply [get] a
share of it. With GST that has been
brought in.” 

He further added, “ The Empowered
Committee has been taking a firm
stand on the autonomy of the States.
The GST Council, incidentally, is a rec-
ommendatory body to Parliament for
Central GST and to Assemblies for the
State GST. Technically, the legislature
may or may not accept it. So, this
power of the legislature has not been
taken away.” 

Importantly, Dasgupta says, “As far
as the rates are concerned, States and
the Centre together are accepting a
kind of single tax for both. So, in a
sense, there is a partial sacrifice of
States and the Centre in the interest of
cooperative federalism. GST is giving
additional powers to the State in terms
of service tax. Half of state domestic
product is services.”

Former Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley, on the completion of 2 years of
GST said in his blog, “…GST proved to
be both consumer and assessee friend-
ly.” Thanks to the positivity shown by
the taxpayers and the assessee’s
embracing technology, GST, indeed
has made India a single market.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  FFiinnaannccee
MMiinniisstteerr))
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Free of prejudice
Independence of judiciary is
the bedrock of democracy, but
only if it is free of prejudices.
The recent statement by a
judge that laments social
media for the critical reac-
tions to its verdict in Nupur
Sharma case is, in fact, lamen-
table in itself, in as much as it
puts law as absolute, overrid-
ing public opinion. Law may be
above public opinion, but it
cannot be above public inter-
est. And most often, the two
overlap. The relics of British
rule still survive in matters
when contempt of court is
stretched to absurd limits. It
would be equitable if the judi-
ciary takes it not as a blame in
personal capacity, and
refrains from aiming the guns
at social media.

RRaakkeesshh  SSuuddaann,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Party IT cells
Every party has an IT cell in
which material (also ‘doc-
tored’) is stashed with project-
ed targets and made viral on
social media. Such content
leads to riots, hatred and
enmity among different strata
of society. The authorities
stay mute or seldom take
action. The court has
expressed concern on speech-
es and TV debates by party
spokespersons. The ignored
and helpless sections of socie-
ty vent their anger through
social media. To maintain
peace, every citizen must
respect other citizens, irre-
spective of caste, religion, lan-
guage, region and other dis-
similarities. This place in
almost all fields is shrinking.

DDiillwwaarr  AAllii  MMeeeerraakk,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Fallout of secularism 
India, call it fortunately or
unfortunately happens to be
the only Secular Democratic
nation where secularism has
become the synonym of
appeasement. Interestingly the
very appeasement policy of the
secular forces is only meant for
one particular religion for
votes in election. Extreme acts
of violence are being perpe-
trated - like the beheading in
Udaipur of one person belong-
ing to the majority community,
the recent riots in Kanpur,
police station burning in
Batadrawa, targeted killing of
a particular section named
Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu &
Kashmir and selective target-
ing of Hindu supporters of BJP
in West Bengal and parts of
Kerala - where members of the
majority community are the
victims. It simply proves that
India is heading to be a theo-
cratic Islamic nation like
Pakistan, Iran, Syria, Saudi
Arabia etc., in no time. Our so-
called politicians belonging to
INC, SP, TMC, NCP and the
Leftists must be waiting in the
wings for the moment when
our Tricolour would be lowered
in Red Fort as it happened in
last 15 August and the
Pakistani flag will be hoisted in
its place. Is it not a rumbling of
distant thunder?

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children,
Youth and Sports in its latest report has made a set of significant rec-
ommendations for reforms in higher education sector, but ramifications
of implementing some of those for different stakeholders will be a cru-
cial factor which the central and state governments will find difficult to
ignore. A key recommendation by the parliamentary panel is that the
central government should give an active consideration to the demand
that deemed universities be allowed to use the term 'university' by
amending Clause 23 of the University Grants Commission (UGAC) Act,
1956 which states that no institution, other than a university established
or incorporated by a Central Act, a Provincial Act or a State Act is enti-
tled to use the word 'University'. The Committee says that the term
'deemed university' creates a lot of confusion in foreign countries as
there is no concept of deemed university in many parts of the world. It
is also of the view that as part of the administrative reforms which the
Department of Higher Education may be considering towards the edu-
cation sector, a Single Window System to be evolved through joint
efforts of both state governments as well as the central government will
help expedite approval from various regulatory authorities which
Private/ Deemed/ other Universities are required to obtain. The
Committee observes that as per the data of All India Survey of
HigherEducation (AISHE), there are 1,043 universities, 42,343 colleges
and 11,779 standalone institutions and out of these, almost 78.6 per cent
are in the private sector-aided or unaided colleges and only about 21 per
cent are in the government sector, says the report. The Committee also
observes that the private sector is contributing in a significant way
towards the overall growth in Higher Education and most of them also
expect some financial support as some incentive and the same merits
attention. Allocation of government fund for incentivising private sector
higher education institutions runs the risk of further curtailment of fund
available for government educational institutions and this may limit role
of public sector in higher education sector. The Committee has flagged
the issue of majority of higher educational institutions being without
formal accreditation. It observes that, at present, barely 20% of the
approximately 50,000 educational institutions go for formal accredita-
tion. "Considering the importance ofaccreditation as it underscores
standardization and a guarantee towards minimum benchmark, more
efforts to offer incentives to bring institutions under accreditation sys-
tem is the need of the hour," says the panel in its report harping on the
importance of accreditation. Disaggregated data will shed light as to
how many of the higher educational institution in both private and pub-
lic sector are without formal accreditation and such data will be crucial
to undertake a comprehensive review of quality of education, research
in these higher education institutions. The committee has observed that
many deemed Universities to make quick money were starting Open
Distance Learning courses undermining the qualitative research work
and strongly recommends adequate measures to curb such tendencies
after carefully examining the options. The panel sounded the alarm bell
against "growing commercialisation of education in certain States" and
"the disturbing trend of many colleges associating with coaching class-
es to prepare their enrolled students in certain cities" and making the
learning process "a farce through this unholy nexus between coaching
classes and colleges". Quick implementation of the recommendation by
the committee that the central government, in coordination with state
governments must work out mechanisms to curb such trends and pun-
ish such institutions by derecognizing them which will provide a protec-
tive shield for students and their parents against crass commercializa-
tion in higher education. The Committee's recommendation for adop-
tion of Cluster System in higher education, as a defined policy, through
sharing of resources such as libraries, infrastructure, laboratories, best
practices and other human resources will prove beneficial and UGC must
evolve norms towards such sharing by reputed Universities/ IITs etc.
which can bring about a radical change and optimal utilization of public
fund allocated for higher education sector and ensure fair share to all
education institutions of these resources. The Committee notes that
even after several decades, many State Universities regularly fail in
smooth and flawless conduct of examinations. Instances like —a) ques-
tion paper leak b) administering a wrong question paper c) confusion
about seating arrangements and exam centre d) rampant cases of copy-
ing e) framing questions that are out of syllabi f) wrong examiners being
appointed for assessment; and g) Student-Examiner nexus etc. 

Reforms in higher 
education
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NIRMALA SITHARAMAN 

Pigeons surround pilgrims outside the the Grand Mosque in the Saudi Arabias holy city of Mecca, Tuesday, July 5. Saudi Arabia
is expected to receive one million Muslims to attend Hajj pilgrimage, which will begin on July 7, after two years of limiting the
numbers because coronavirus pandemic.

Five years stronger

PIGEONS SURROUND PILGRIMS

SS cientists have used a molecule made
by bacteria to develop a new class of

sustainable biofuels powerful enough to
launch rockets. A team of biofuel experts,
led by Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory (Berkeley Lab) in the US, took
inspiration from an extraordinary antifun-
gal molecule made by Streptomyces bacte-
ria to develop a totally new type of fuel
that has projected energy density greater
than the most advanced heavy-duty fuels
used today, including the rocket fuels used
by NASA. "This biosynthetic pathway pro-
vides a clean route to highly energy-dense
fuels that, prior to this work, could only be
produced from petroleum using a highly
toxic synthesis process," said project
leader Jay Keasling, a synthetic biology
pioneer and CEO of the Department of
Energy's Joint BioEnergy Institute (JBEI).
"As these fuels would be produced from

bacteria fed with plant matter -- which is
made from carbon dioxide pulled from the
atmosphere -- burning them in engines will
significantly reduce the amount of added
greenhouse gas relative to any fuel gener-
ated from petroleum," Keasling added.
Researchers said that their fuel candidate
is also extremely energetic, potentially
boosting rockets beyond their current
capabilities. The key molecules used are
called POP-FAMEs, short for "polycylco-
propanated fatty acid methyl esters". The
team's work focuses on two known exam-
ples of organic compounds, both made by
Streptomyces bacteria and impossible to
grow in a lab. Genes from another species
called S. roseoverticillatus was genetically
analysed, and, in 1990, scientists
announced the discovery of a natural prod-
uct called jawsamycin. 

This "toothy" molecule inspired
Keasling's team to examine the genomes of
related Streptomyces species for potential
rocket fuel applications. They subsequently
uncovered the "necessary ingredients" for
POP-FAMEs in another strain, S. albireticuli.
Unfortunately, the bacteria weren't as
cooperative when it came to productivity.
When two different engineered
Streptomyces failed to make POP-FAMEs in
sufficient quantities, the team copied their
newly-arranged gene cluster into a more
"tame" relative, the researchers said.

A
team of international re-
searchers may have uncovered

the cause of the neurological condi-
tions seen in patients with long-Covid,
such as brain fog.

The team from Swinburne
University of Technology and La
Trobe University in Australia and
Luxembourg University in
Luxembourg revealed that fragments
of proteins from the SARS-CoV-2
virus can form amyloid clumps in the
brain that look similar to the amy-
loids found in patients with neurode-
generative diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.

Further, the study published in the
journal Nature Communications
showed that these amyloids are highly
toxic to brain cells.

To understand, the team designed,
performed and analysed the biochemi-
cal flow cytometry assays used to de-
termine the mechanism of brain cell
death triggered by the amyloids and
assisted with physical characterisa-
tion of the amyloids at the Australian
Synchrotron.

“If further studies are able to prove
that the formation of these amyloids
is causing long-Covid then anti-amy-
loid drugs developed to treat
Alzheimer’s might be used to treat
some of the neurological symptoms of

long-Covid,” said Dr Mirren Charnley,
a postdoctoral researcher at
Swinburne.

Long-Covid is marked by neurologi-
cal symptoms, such as memory loss,
sensory confusion, severe headaches,
and even stroke.

These neurological symptoms are
similar to the early stages of neurode-
generative diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, which
are characterised by the presence of
clumps of ordered proteins a” known
as amyloids – in the brain.

The long-Covid symptoms can per-
sist for months after the infection is
over.

While there is evidence that the
virus can enter the brain of infected
people, the precise mechanisms caus-
ing these neurological symptoms are
unknown.

Study reveals possible cause of long Covid ‘Brain Fog’How bacteria may help make sustainable, 
super-efficient rocket fuel

The   fast-paced   political   developments   in  Maharashtra have left
even the Chanakayas and political   pundits   stunned   as   strokes
and masterstrokes are being played. With the motive of creating
political instability in the state, a drama was played out, but it is still
unclear how many more episodes are yet to unfold. The Shiv Sena
said former Maharashtra Chief  Minister Devendra Fadnavis taking
oath  as  deputy  chief  minister  was  a"shocking climax" to the
drama of creating political instability in the state, and questioned
the BJP why it did not show a "big heart" by honouring the pact of
rotational CM in 2019. Fadnavis's act of  becoming Deputy Chief
Minister instead of Chief Minister is now being defended as an
instance of his "big heart" and "adherence to the party's direc-
tives". The 'mahashakti' (superforce) behind the entire drama got
exposed. Gaining power in Maharashtra through a rebellion in Shiv
Sena was the main objective of  this whole play, which was enact-
ed in Surat, Guwahati, Supreme Court, Goa, Raj Bhavan and ulti-
mately at Mantralaya (state secretariat). However, the climax at
the Raj Bhavan was the most shocking part of it. The one who every-
one believed would become the Chief  Minister (Fadnavis) had to
take oath as the deputy chief minister and viceversa. He accepted
the post as the order of the party leadership. But it is now being said
in defence that Fadnavis showed a big heart and took up the post
(instead of becoming CM himself). But had the BJP showed its big
heart by keeping its promise (about the rotational Chief Minister)
made to the Shiv Sena two-and-a-half years back, then there was
no need for it to present any defence for what happened now,
Thackeray's  party  said  in  Sena  mouthpiece 'Saamana'. A day
after the collapse of  the UddhavThackeray-led  Maha  Vikas  Aghadi
(MVA) government due to a rebellion within the Shiv Sena, Fadnavis
had announced that rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde would be
the new Chief  Minister, but he himself  would not be part of  the
government. He however, later took oath as Deputy Chief  Minister.
The BJP, notably, is the single largest party in the Assembly. In 2019,
the Shiv Sena and the BJP had fought the Assembly polls together,
but parted ways due to differences over sharing the chief minis-
ter'spost. The Sena claims it was decided that all posts, including
that of  the Chief  Minister, would be shared between the two saf-
fron parties. Uddhav Thackeray rued that had Union Home Minister
Amit Shah kep this word of rotating the top post in the state in 2019,
the BJP would have been steering the government now. The BJP
central leadership's move to ask Fadnavis to join the Shinde cabinet
as deputy CM has sent the party rank and file into a tizzy. Quite log-
ical. Many see this as Fadnavis' demotion close on the heels of
'Operation Lotus' which he executed deftly to bring down the Shiv
Sena-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government. There are mur-
murs in the party that Fadnavis, the state BJP's poster-boy,
deserved better and has been treated rather unfairly.

Maha drama in Maha politics
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CSR funds

Kohima: Urging cor-
porates to invest their
CSR funds for the de-
velopment of
Nagaland, Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio
said the state has a tal-
ented and naturally in-
novative workforce.
Addressing a pro-
gramme as part of the
Nagaland Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) and Investment
Conclave, Rio said the
state has its own devel-
opmental challenges
due to remoteness and
rough geographical
terrain, making it dif-
ficult for ensuring the
last mile delivery, par-
ticularly in health and
education.

SAIL’s tableau
Kolkata: Steel
Authority of India Ltd
(SAIL)  launched a
tableau here, com-
mencing the celebra-
tions of the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' icon-
ic week observed by
the Ministry of Steel
from July 4 to 10, a
company statement
said. The tableau was
inaugurated by SAIL
chairman Soma
Mondal in presence of
other senior officials.
Similar tableaux were
also flagged off at
other SAIL plant loca-
tions. The company
has also planned sev-
eral other thematic
events to celebrate
this week with exten-
sive public participa-
tion across its plant
and unit locations, the
statement said.

Next UPI

Gandhinagar:Union
IT minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday
exuded confidence that
Open Network for
Digital Commerce
(ONDC) can become the
next UPI, one of India's
most successful digital
products. According to
Vaishnaw, ONDC can
help entrepreneurs who
are into either e-com-
merce, B2B or dealing
directly with customers.

Solar panels

Chandigarh:
Haryana Power
Minister Ranjit Singh
Chautala  said the
power department is
preparing a proposal
to install solar panels
on canals across the
state to produce clean
energy. The minister
said that the state gov-
ernment is paying spe-
cial attention to pro-
mote the use of solar
energy. "The Power
Department is prepar-
ing a proposal to set up
power plants through
solar panels to be in-
stalled on canals
across the state," he
said while presiding
over an official meet-
ing in Fatehabad.

FOOD MINISTERS CONFERENCE

Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Piyush Goyal during
a conference of Food Ministers of states and UTs on Food and Nutrition Security of
India, in New Delhi, Tuesday, July 5.

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

India will not need to
import urea by 2025-end as
the domestic production of
conventional urea and
nano liquid urea is expect-
ed to be sufficient to meet
the country's annual de-
mand, Union Minister for
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya said
on Tuesday.

At present, the country's
urea (conventional) pro-
duction is 260 lakh tonnes,
while around 90 lakh
tonnes are imported to
meet local demand. "As
per our estimate, we will
be self-sufficient in urea
by 2025-end and there will
be no import dependence.
Our domestic production

of conventional urea and
nano urea will be more
than the demand," he told
reporters here. The minis-
ter said around 60 lakh
tonnes of production ca-
pacity will be added for
conventional urea, while
the output of nano urea is
estimated to rise to 44
crores bottles (of 500 ml
each) per annum, which
will be equivalent to 200
lakh tonnes of convention-

al urea. Mandaviya said
the adoption of nano urea
by farmers has been very
encouraging and high-
lighted that the liquid nu-
trient is effective for main-
taining soil health as well
as for increasing crop
yield.

According to a ministry
official, the government
will save foreign exchange
of about Rs 40,000 crore
per annum due to a reduc-
tion in imports.

One bottle of nano urea
is equivalent to one bag of
urea. Its application can ef-
fectively lead to a reduc-
tion in soil, water and air
pollution which happens
due to the overuse of
chemical fertilisers both
at production and con-
sumption levels. At pres-
ent, the capacity of nano
urea is 5 crore bottles per
year. Co-operative major
IFFCO has introduced in-

novative nano urea in the
market. The commercial
production started on
August 1, 2021 from
IFFCO's plant at Kalol in
Gujarat. Seven more nano
urea plants are being set
up by IFFCO as well as two
state-owned firms RCF
and NFL. IFFCO has
transferred the nano urea
technology to these two
public sector undertak-
ings free of cost. On de-
mand of nano-urea, the of-
ficial said the total
despatch of nano urea was
3,90,03,284 bottles and sales
2,87,25,822 bottles between
August 2021 and June 2022.
Nano urea has been sold
across various states. As
many as 3,36,456 bottles
have been exported as
well. Explaining the bene-
fits, the official said that
nano urea is eco-friendly
as it leads to less soil, air
and water pollution.

India to be self-sufficient
in urea by 2025 end: Govt
̈ Output of 

conventional &
nano urea rising

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

Witnessing a robust de-
mand for its electric scoot-
er Chetak, Bajaj Auto
plans to scale up the sales
infrastructure for the
model to 75 locations
across the country in the
current fiscal. The Pune-
based firm had brought
back its iconic Chetak
scooter in electric avatar
in October 2019. "Seeing
the enthusiastic demand
for this iconic model,
the company has in-
creased the touch-
points to 20 locations
in FY 2022. This is ex-
pected to grow to 75
in FY 2023," the com-
pany said in its Annual
Report for 2021-22. Initially,
Chetak was sold from only
two locations, Pune and
Bengaluru. The company
noted that when bookings
for the model were first
rolled out in early 2020, it
had to be stopped on ac-
count of COVID. "When we

restarted online bookings
on April 13, 2021, we had to
stop 48 hours later, owing
to overwhelming demand,"
it noted. During

the last fiscal, the
company said it has

sold 8,187 units of the e-
scooter. "We are committed
to the development of
Electric Vehicles (EVs).
Chetak is the first exam-
ple. The setting up of
Chetak Technology Ltd as
a fully owned subsidiary of
Bajaj Auto will aid in the

research, development,
production and sale of
EVs," the company stated.
These are the vehicles of
tomorrow and we want to
be an active player in this
space, Bajaj Auto informed
shareholders. Elaborating
on the chip shortage issue,
Bajaj Auto Chairman
Niraj Bajaj said the issue
is expected to impact the

company's production
volume.

"There is no doubt
in my mind nor

should it be in yours that
Bajaj Auto has a complete

suite of profitable two-and
three-wheelers that can
significantly increase the
domestic and internation-
al market share and earn
higher sales, revenues and
profits. "However, in all my
years as a fiduciary of
your company, I have never
seen it face such a global
supply constraint that it
has in terms of the sheer
scarcity of semiconduc-
tors," he said.

Bajaj Auto looks to sell Chetak
from 75 locations in current fiscal

New Delhi, Jul 05: 

Hungarian two-wheeler
maker Keeway on Tuesday
launched its K-Light 250V
motorcycle model in India
with introductory prices
starting at Rs 2.89 lakh (ex-
showroom). The deliveries
of the cruiser bike pow-
ered by a 249 cc engine will
start from mid-July 2022
onwards, the company said
in a statement. The bike
comes in three colour vari-
ants -- matte blue priced at
Rs 2.89 lakh, matte dark
grey tagged at Rs 2.99 lakh
and matte black at Rs 3.09
lakh (all prices ex-show-
room, India), it added. It is
equipped with the compa-
ny's smart-tech-enabled so-
lution KEEWAY Connect
that offers a host of func-
tions such as remote en-
gine cut-off, setting up of a
geo-fence, maintaining ride
records and setting max
speed limit, among others.

Keeway India Managing
Director Vikas Jhabakh
said K-Light 250V motorcy-
cle helps in establishing
the company's "unique
identity with our Indian
motoring enthusiasts". "We
are working towards intro-
ducing five more products
in the Indian market by the
end of this year and would
primarily comprise a

cruiser, two retro street
classics, one naked street,
and a race replica," he
added.

To meet the business re-
quirements, Keeway India
also plans to expand its
dealership network across
the country and look at on-
boarding over 100 dealers
by the end of 2023, Jhabakh
said.

Keeway launches K-Light 250V motorcycle

model in India, price starts at Rs 2.89 lakh

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

Healthcare industry
body NATHEALTH on
Tuesday asked the govern-
ment to put into abeyance
the recently announced 5
per cent GST on hospital
rooms with rental value of
above Rs 5,000 per day,
terming it an additional
burden on the sector. Last
week, the GST Council de-
cided that hospital room
rents (excluding ICU) ex-
ceeding Rs 5,000 per day
per patient shall be taxed at
5 per cent without input
tax credit. "While the phas-
ing away of the exemp-
tions is a laudable objective
for it integrates a large part
of the value chain in the
tax net, a crucial distinc-
tion must be made between
phasing out exemptions at
the final output stage and
phasing out of exemptions
at the inputs/intermediate

stage," NATHEALTH said
in a statement. Failure to
recognise this has led to
the government levying a
GST duty of 5 per cent on
hospital rooms with rental
value above Rs 5,000 per
day, it added. While this
measure may look innocu-
ous it distorts the design of
the GST and imposes an
additional tax burden on
the healthcare sector, the
lobby group noted. The
services in the hospital
rooms are an intermediate
input feeding into the over-
all healthcare services
which is currently outside
the GST net, it said.
Therefore, levying a 5 per
cent GST rate on hospital
rooms raises the embedded
tax burden in the health-
care sector impacting af-
fordability which is a key
objective of the National
Health Policy," the industry
body stated.

Healthcare industry seeks
suspension of 5pc GST on
high rental hospital rooms

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

A lot of work still needs
to be done to prune GST-ex-
empted items, especially in
the services sector, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said
on Tuesday. Addressing a
CII interactive session,
Bajaj said the effort is to re-
move the rough edges in
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) over the next two-
three years. On rationalisa-
tion of GST rates, the secre-
tary said a group of minis-
ters is looking into it. We
will have to wait for some
time, he said. Exemptions
still remain, a large number
on the services side, Bajaj
said, adding work needs to
be done to prune it .

On representations that 5
per cent GST on non-ICU
hospital rooms above Rs
5,000 is against affordable
healthcare, Bajaj said the
percentage of rooms in hos-

pitals which charge more
than Rs 5,000 is minuscule .
If I can spend Rs 5,000 on a
room, I can pay Rs 250 for
GST. I don't see any reason
for such a messaging that 5
per cent GST is hitting af-
fordable healthcare, Bajaj
said. The secretary said the
28 per cent slab in GST con-
tributes 16 per cent to the
gross GST revenue, while
the major chunk of 65 per
cent comes from the 18 per
cent slab. The slabs of 5 per
cent and 12 per cent con-
tribute 10 per cent and 8 per
cent of the total gross GST
revenue.

Work needs to be done to
prune GST exemption in
services: Revenue Secy

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

CII's President Sanjiv
Bajaj on Tuesday pitched
for the simplification of
Goods and Services Tax
structure, and suggested
that electricity as well as
fuel should be brought
under the GST ambit as
that will help make the in-
dustry more competitive.
He also suggested that the
number of tax slabs under
the GST should be brought
down to three. "Going for-
ward, we believe that on
GST further simplifica-
tion, cutting some of the
inconsistencies, there are
sectors where there is in-
verted tax structure,
bringing in items like elec-
tricity, fuel under GST will
further help simplify, cut
costs, make industry more

competitive," he said in an
interview to PTI. Further,
the president of the indus-
try body said there is justi-
fication for keeping sin
and luxury goods in the
highest slab. "We believe
there is (scope for) simpli-
fication to probably three
slabs. Now that five years
have gone and there is ex-
perience over there, is
what makes sense and that
is something that should

be deliberated upon,"
Bajaj, who is Chairman
and Managing Director of
Bajaj Finserv Limited,
said. Besides the exempted
category, GST is levied at 5
per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per
cent and 28 per cent. There
are separate tax rates for
gold and precious and
semi-precious stones. On
rupee movement against
the US dollar, Bajaj said
strong forex reserves
helped the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to intervene
when required to at least
check volatility.

"We believe that eventu-
ally the rupee must find its
own level and that is a re-
flection of our own com-
petitiveness but the volatil-
ity is what needs to be
moderated as RBI has
been trying to do," he said.

Industry body CII pitches for simplification
of GST, reduction in tax slabs

Rupee plunges by
41 paise to record

low of 79.36
against US dollar

Mumbai, Jul 05:  

The rupee fell by 41 paise to
close at a fresh lifetime low of
79.36 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday amid a
strong greenback overseas
and unrelenting foreign fund
outflows. At the interbank
forex market, the local unit
opened at 79.04 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.02 and a
low of 79.38. It finally settled
at 79.36 (provisional), down 41
paise over its previous close.
On Monday, the rupee had
closed at 78.95 against the US
dollar. The Indian rupee hit a
fresh record low against the
US Dollar on Tuesday on the
back of stronger dollar and
weaker-than-expected domes-
tic data, said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas. 

Mumbai, Jul 05: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex on
Tuesday gave up intra-day gains
to close lower by a little over 100
points on emergence of fag-end
selling in FMCG, banking and IT
stocks and weak opening in
European stock markets. The 30-
share BSE index declined 100.42
points or 0.19 per cent to settle at
53,134.35. During the day, it
jumped 631.16 points or 1.18 per
cent to 53,865.93. The NSE Nifty
also gave up intra-day gains and
dipped 24.50 points or 0.15 per
cent to 15,810.85. ITC, Wipro, Axis
Bank, Mahindra & Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Maruti Suzuki India, IndusInd
Bank and Asian Paints were among the
major laggards in the Sensex pack. Power
Grid, Bajaj Finserv, Hindustan Unilever,
Sun Pharma, Reliance Industries and

Tata Steel were among the major gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets in Tokyo,
Seoul and Hong Kong ended with gains,
while Shanghai settled marginally lower.
European bourses were trading in the
negative territory in mid-session deals.

Sensex pares intra-day gains to
settle over 100 points lower

New Delhi, Jul 05:  

Passenger vehicle retail
sales in the country rose 40
per cent in June indicating
an improvement in semi-
conductor supplies even as
demand, especially for
SUVs, remained robust,
auto dealer' body FADA
said on Tuesday.
According to the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA), passenger vehicle
(PV) registrations rose to
2,60,683 units last month,
as compared to 1,85,998
units in June 2021, regis-
tering an increase of 40
per cent. "The PV segment
continued to see robust

growth. An increase in dis-
patches clearly shows that
semiconductor availabili-
ty is now getting easier,"
FADA President Vinkesh
Gulati said in a statement.
Due to chip shortage, how-
ever, waiting periods, espe-
cially in compact SUV and
SUV segments, continue to
remain high, he added.
Despite long waiting peri-
ods, new vehicle launches
are witnessing robust
bookings thus reflecting a
healthy demand pipeline,
Gulati said. Two-wheeler
retail sales last month rose
20 per cent to 11,19,096
units, as compared to
9,30,825 units in the year-
ago period, FADA data

showed. Gulati noted that
poor market sentiment es-
pecially in rural India,
high cost of ownership, in-
flationary pressure and
June generally being a
lean month due to rains
kept the two-wheeler sales
at low speed. Commercial
vehicle retail sales also
witnessed an 89 per cent
year-on-year increase last
month at 67,696 units.

Three-wheeler registra-
tions surged last month to
46,040 units, as against
14,735 units in June last
year. Besides, tractor retail
sales also increased by 10
per cent at 57,340 units last
month, as compared to
52,289 units in June 2021.

Overall retail sales in-
creased by 27 per cent at
15,50,855 units in June, as
against 12,19,657 units in
the year-ago period.
Gulati, however, noted that
when compared to June
2019, a pre-COVID month,
overall sales last month
were still down by 9 per
cent. On business outlook,
he stated that with the
prices of almost all essen-
tial items having moved
northwards, it has put a
pressure on the common
man's household budget.
Additionally, the high fuel
prices have had a spillover
effect on transportation
and made it expensive,
Gulati said.

Passenger vehicle retail sales up 40 pc
in June as chip supply improves

A
ctress Payal
Rohatgi, who is all
set to tie the knot

with wrestler Sangram
Singh on July 9, has cho-
sen to wear temple jew-
ellery on her big day and
also her granny's gold

'kada' (bracelet that
Sikhs and some

Hindus wear around
their right wrist).

While sharing de-
tails about this spe-
cial Jewellery,
Payal said: "My
Nani, I loved her.
She has given me
her gold kada
which I am going
to wear with my
wedding jew-
ellery. She was
a sardarni."
"It's a really

beautiful kada
and the design
on it is amaz-
ing. I am

going to miss her on my
big day a lot, as she is not
around. So I am going to
wear her gold kada in her
memory, as a blessing from
her." Payal added. After 12

years of togetherness,
Payal Rohatgi and
Sangram Singh will tie the
knot on July 9 in the pres-
ence of family and close
friends in Agra.

Ranveer Singh likely to
host ‘Bigg Boss OTT 2’

Pushpa starts school
on ‘Pushpa Impossible’ 

W
ithin a month of premiering on television,
Sony SAB's Pushpa Impossible has made
its place in the hearts of audience and their

family time. The loveable but feisty Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) has charmed her way to audience’s hearts
and attention with her unique perspective, amusing
antics, and caring nature. A strong, independent sin-
gle mother who puts her kids above
everything, Pushpa, barrels
through the obstacle of life and
comes up with offbeat solutions
to her problems with her quick
thinking and street smarts. After
the many years of striving hard
and selflessly serving the priori-
ties of others, Pushpa aspires to
do something for herself.
Hoping to pursue the education
that she had to give-up early in
life, she is now determined to
fulfill that aspect of her life, by
finding her way and convinc-
ing everyone that there’s no
age for learning. Now she em-
barks on a new journey, and
as she goes back to school, we
hope that it inspires many
others like her, who are hold-
ing themselves back.

Seeing Pushpa in her school
uniform serves as a source of inspi-
ration for all the women struggling
to dream. Pushpa did the
Impossible, but wait, these are just
the beginning of the many chal-
lenges life has in store for her.
And Pushpa has found it even
more challenging because, in ad-
dition to her age being a barrier,
her own daughter Rashi is op-
posed to her pursuing her aspi-
rations. Stay tuned to Pushpa
Impossible as Pushpa navi-
gates through school life,
making new friends and stay-
ing strong in times of the ad-
versities life throws at her.
Pushpa has really managed
to make lemonade out of the
lemons life throws at her!

Watch Pushpa Impossible
from Monday to Friday at
9:30PM only Sony SAB!

ACROSS

1. Actor ____ Connery

5. Choir singer

9. Agreements

14. Zoo enclosure

15. Captain of the Enterprise

16. Honolulu greeting

17. Heinous

19. Fine fabric

20. Rebel general

21. English princess

22. Poked fun at

23. Nighttime vision

25. Bonnets

26. Drumstick

28. Rave's partner

29. Meadow mama

32. ____ citizen

35. Was present at

37. Association

38. Fall bloom

40. Bogeyman

41. Coalition

43. Not visible

45. ____ Gibson of "Braveheart"

46. Temperament

47. "Simpsons" bartender

48. Snow melter

49. Tiny landmass

53. India's Mother ____

56. Hit-or-____

59. "We ____ Family"

60. Golf clubs

61. City in NY

63. Hangman's loop

64. Brainstorm

65. Twitches

66. Requested

67. Ice mass

68. Poker payment

DOWN

1. Burn with steam

2. Devourer

3. Consent

4. Keanu Reeves role

5. Related

6. MGM's symbol

7. Factual

8. Authorizes

9. Artist's board

10. Pseudonym

11. Swindles

12. Biblical "you"

13. Hourglass filler

18. Carved brooch

22. Burst of bad temper

24. Suspect's story

25. Abhor

27. Breakfast food
28. Graded
29. Cliff's brink
30. "The Way We ____"
31. Eve's home
32. Fraudulent scheme
33. Fashion magazine
34. Void's partner
36. Nuzzles
39. Highlander
42. Gathered
44. Clatter
48. Sight or smell
50. Old Roman language
51. Build
52. Succinct
53. Songstress ____ Turner
54. Love deity
55. Chess piece
56. Method
57. Froster
58. Kind of carpet
61. Chest bone
62. Amtrak terminal (abbr.)
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You're at a dramatic climax in your
monthly emotional cycle today,
Aquarius. It's possible that you'll erupt
like a volcano. Don't be ashamed of
releasing these emotions. Your femi-
nine and masculine natures are quite
connected and they're working harmo-
niously in order to express themselves
to the fullest. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your Florence Nightingale side might
make an appearance today, Pisces. Your
default defense is to take care of yourself
and others. That's fine, but make sure you
do it in a way that doesn't deplete your
vital life force. The key is to offer advice
and then leave the situation. You aren't
responsible for others' actions. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is a terrific day for you, Aries.
You'll find that you can get quite a bit
done using your quick mind and sharp
wit. Information is flying fast and furi-
ous. Grab hold of what resonates with
you and discard what doesn't. The
more informed you are, the better
equipped you'll be to handle the deci-
sions of the day. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Often, we ask ourselves, "Why me?" You
might feel like you ask yourself this
question more than anyone else, Taurus.
Your life probably seems at times like a
roller-coaster ride that never ends. Deep
down, you realize that you'd have it no
other way. Take a break from things
today if you can. Communicate your
thoughts and feelings to others. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may find your brain buzzing around
like a bee today, Gemini. This is good.
There's a great deal of information that
you need to process now. Have you
been thinking about buying some new
electronic equipment or small appli-
ances for your home? Now is a great
time to do some research on this proj-
ect before you pull out your wallet. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don't automatically assume that you can
work out all your problems by yourself,
Cancer. Just the act of talking things over
with others can help shed light on a situa-
tion that was baffling you earlier. Enlist
the help of others in areas where you need
help. Don't be ashamed to ask for assis-
tance. We all have problems and issues to
deal with. You aren't alone.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Get up early and get working, Leo. You
have a lot of emotional and physical
energy that should help you accom-
plish whatever you need to do. The
planetary energy is on your side. Take
advantage of it to say what's on your
mind and get closer to wherever you
need to be. Your active and receptive
sides are in agreement today. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feel free to speak up today, Virgo.
Perhaps no one has heard your point of
view in a while. It's probably important
for them to hear it. Just because people
don't ask for your opinion, that doesn't
mean it isn't valid. You have incredible
intuitive insight that others fail to see. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has turned on the fan and
papers are flying everywhere, Libra.
The pace of things is picking up and
you're scrambling to pick up the pieces.
Stay in close communication with oth-
ers today. This will be your saving
grace. You may require others' help to
fetch the stack of important documents
that has blown across the room. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

No one is going to be catering to your
needs today, Scorpio, so get up and do
things on your own. You'll find that there
is little sympathy from others, and strong
opinions are a dime a dozen. There's a
great deal of gossip buzzing around that
you may be tempted to join in on. Don't be
an enabler of this sort of behavior. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Listen closely to the wind, for the
answers are blowing around right in
front of you today, Sagittarius. Contact
people you haven't heard from in a
while. You'll find that you can be quite
productive where you least expect it.
Ironically, the less you plan, the more
you'll get done. Be spontaneous in your
actions. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might find yourself sidestepping in
order to avoid a commitment today,
Capricorn. Don't keep giving someone
the runaround. Be strong and let people
know your thoughts even if you think
their feelings will be hurt. Your job is to
protect your emotions. Other people can
handle their own. Be aggressive if you
have to be. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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H
aving created a glo-
rious career in tel-
evision and becom-

ing a popular household
name, Cezanne Khan has
made his grand comeback
to television with Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's family drama
'Appnapan... Badalte
Rishton Ka Bandhan'.
Giving a fresh perspective
on ‘second chances’ while
shedding light on the
dilemma and complexi-
ties in relationships, the
show traces the lives of
an estranged couple –
Pallavi (Rajshree Thakur)
and Nikhil, now single
parents who are driven
apart by ego owing to
their past, and how they
pave their way to make
their family complete.
Actor Cezanne Khan por-
trays the role of Nikhil, a
celebrity chef who hides
behind his workaholic
self and struggles to be
emotionally available to
his children Manna
(Mehak Ghai) and Harsh
(Keshav Mehta). Much ap-

preciated for his perform-
ance in the show, Cezanne
Khan's comeback has
been welcomed by the au-
dience with open arms.

In a candid chat, the

actor revealed why the
show was the right choice
for him in a list of offers
and why the audience
must give it a watch if
they have not already.

1. From your first
show to 'Appnapan',
what has the journey
been like for you as an
actor who is not only
popular but a house-
hold name when it
comes to television?

I think it has been a
beautiful experience,
when I started, I was fresh
and new in the industry. It
took a lot of effort to play
my first character as I had
to understand and get
into the skin of the char-
acter which took me a
very long time, but I truly
enjoyed the role. And,
eventually with time both
the show and the charac-
ter saw great heights and I
am truly grateful to it.
Over the years I got to
play different roles which
weren't bad. When I got of-
fered the role of Nikhil, I
found it to be very differ-

ent from my previous
roles. And, after so many
years when you get to do
something drastically dif-
ferent which the audience
have never seen you in,
you just feel like grabbing
that opportunity because
it helps you break
through the image that
you have set earlier with
your previous characters.
I am extremely glad that I
took up this challenge of
portraying Nikhil’s char-
acter in Appnapan. It's
been an amazing journey
so far and hope the audi-
ence enjoy it as well.

2. What made you
choose Appnapan? Was
it your special connec-
tion with Balaji
Telefilms or was it the
role that pulled you in?

I have a special connec-
tion with Balaji Telefilms
because they gave me my
biggest break and made
me a household name.
Therefore I am and will
always be truly grateful to
them for believing in me
always. We have a differ-

ent bond altogether, it's
like a homecoming for
me. 'Appnapan' is a very
heart-warming family
drama which is different
from what I have done
previously. Whenever a
challenging role comes
across, every actor wants
to do it. This is something
very different and I am
sure people will like it be-
cause they haven't seen
me do a character like
this before. While I was
being offered a couple of
films but when I heard the
story of Appnapan I re-
alised it is so different and
I had to do it. The story
will not only tug the audi-
ence’s heart but will make
them connect to each and
every character in the
show as well because all
of them have a story to
tell which is quite relat-
able.

Tune into Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan, every Monday
to Friday at 10:00 pm only
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Cezanne reveals his new show 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka Bandhan' is a must-watch!

F
or Taapsee Pannu,
who will be seen es-
saying the role of

former captain of the
womens cricket team,
Mithali Raj, in the upcom-
ing biopic ‘Shabaash
Mithu, it was a huge chal-
lenge to step into the shoes
of the towering sports per-
sonality.

Elaborating on the
same, the actress said, "It
was the biggest challenge
thrown at me to play
Mithali on-screen as I'm
anything but her, in terms
of demeanour. I took no-

tice of her from her jour-
ney beyond cricket." The
film depicts the journey of
Mithali Raj becoming a
legendary cricketer and
an inspiration to billions
of people across the world.
Mithali changed the game
in her classic graceful
style, leaving gender ag-
nostics aside in a field
where presence of women
is usually frowned upon.

Speaking of the first im-
pression that she had of
Taapsee, Mithali said,
"When the movie was an-
nounced, I first met

Taapsee in Bengaluru. I
found her exactly opposite
of me - chirpy with a lot of
energy and there I was
quiet, trying to gaze and
understand her."

Taapsee also believes
that even though she and
Mithali share extremely
opposite personalities,
they have similar ideolo-
gies and that helped them
get along really well.

Directed by Srijit
Mukherji and produced by
Viacom18 Studios,
'Shabaash Mithu' will hit
the screens on July 15.

Taapsee says playing Mithali Raj was
the biggest challenge thrown at her

A
fter the successful season of
'Bigg Boss OTT 1' hosted by
Karan Johar, a source close to

the reality show say that popular
Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh has
replaced him for the next season.

Nothing has been confirmed offi-
cially, though, and no announcement

has been made yet. The source said:
"Makers have started working on the second
season of Bigg Boss OTT. As they couldn't get
dates from Karan Johar, the makers have fi-
nalised Ranveer Singh to host the show. He has

earlier worked for the channel for another
reality TV show, The Big Picture."

The second season will also have five contest-
ants. Popular TV stars Kanchi Singh, Mahesh
Shetty and Pooja Gor have been finalised. The
source also said that the makers are keen on get-
ting Sambhavna Seth and Poonam Pandey on
board, but the actresses are yet to sign up.

Divya Agarwal emerged as the winner of the
first season and Nishant Bhatt was named the
runner-up. Popular actress Shamita Shetty
made a flurry of headlines during the show.
Bigg Boss OTT will stream on Voot Select.

Payal Rohatgi to wear granny’s
gold ‘kada’ on her wedding
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Birmingham, Jul 05 (PTI):

Joe Root and Jonny
Bairstow scored majestic
centuries as England
pulled off their highest-
ever successful run chase
in the longest format for a
convincing seven-wicket
win over India in the
rescheduled fifth Test
here on Tuesday.

England overhauled the
378-run target in the
morning session of the
fifth and final day with
Root and Bairstow re-
maining unbeaten on 142
and 114 respectively.

England's win meant
that the five-match Test
series, which spilled over
to this year due to COVID-
19 cases in the Indian
camp last year, ended in 2-
2 draw.

This was the fourth
time England chased
down a target of over 250
in the fourth innings, the
earlier three being
against New Zealand --
277, 299, 296 -- in their 3-0
home Test series win last
month.

Resuming the day at 259
for 3, England hit the re-
quired 119 runs in 19.4

overs.
Root's 173-ball innings

was decorated with 19
fours and one six while
Bairstow struck 15 bound-
aries and hit once over the
ropes in his 145 ball in-
nings.

It was Bairstow's sec-
ond ton of the match as he
had made 106 off 140 balls
in the England first in-
nings. The Indian bowlers

toiled the whole of the
morning session without
success, Captain Jasprit
Bumrah (2/74) was the
only Indian bowler to take
wicket in the England sec-
ond innings. He ended the
match with five wickets.
Mohammed Siraj had
taken four wickets in the
England first innings.

Root, Bairstow script
England’s sensational win

Joe Root and Jonny Bairstow are all smiles after their match-winning partnership against India.

England: 284 & 378/3 in 76.4
overs (Joe Root 142 not out,
Jonny Bairstow 114 not out,
Alex Lees 56; Jasprit
Bumrah 2/74) beat India
416 & 245 by seven wickets.

Brief Scores:

Wimbledon, Jul 05 (AP):

Simona Halep's serve
was working, her returns
were landing, and the
points were piling up fast.

That's a pretty good
combination for a player
who just advanced to the
Wimbledon quarterfinals
by winning her 11th
straight match at the All
England Club but says she
is still trying to get back to
her best tennis and regain
the confidence she lost
while injured.

I worked really hard in
the past two, three
months. I'm really happy
with all that I've done, said
Halep, who won the
Wimbledon championship
in 2019 but missed defend-
ing her title last year be-
cause of a left calf injury.

I got the confidence. I re-
ally feel this is my game.
I'm pushing myself to do it
as much as possible. I want
to improve still.

It'll be tough to improve
on Monday's display on
Centre Court.

The 16th-seeded Halep
advanced to the
Wimbledon quarterfinals
for the fifth time by beat-
ing fourth-seeded Paula
Badosa 6-1, 6-2. She lost
only eight points on her
serve and saved the only
break point she faced. On
the other side of the ball,

the Romanian won 30 of
the 55 points served by
Badosa.

I was just missing,
Badosa said.

Some days it goes in the
line. And some days, like
today, all of them go out.

Halep's next opponent
will be Amanda
Anisimova. The 20th-seed-
ed American finally ended
the debut run of Harmony
Tan, a French player who
eliminated Serena
Williams in the first

round, by winning 6-2, 6-3.
Also Monday, Ajla

Tomljanovic beat Alize
Cornet 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 and will
next face Elena Rybakina.
The 17th-seeded Rybakina
defeated Petra Martic 7-5,
6-3.

Halep is the only former
Grand Slam champion left
in the women's tourna-
ment. In April, she started
working with
PatrickMouratoglou, the
former coach of Williams.

Halep injured her calf
more than a year ago, forc-
ing her to withdraw from
the French Open and
Wimbledon. She would
have been the defending
champion at the grass-
court Grand Slam last
year because the 2020 tour-
nament was canceled
amid the pandemic.

The 30-year-old Halep
has said the injury made
her consider retirement.
There doesn't seem to be
any thought of that now.

It means a lot that I'm
back in a quarterfinals
after I struggled so much
with injuries and self-con-
fidence, Halep said.

But, as I said, I'm work-
ing hard every day. I feel
like if I do that, I will get
better. Actually I'm really
happy with the way I'm
playing. I'm really confi-
dent. It's a pleasure to be
on court.

Halep reaches Wimbledon quarterfinals

Bengaluru, Jul 05 (PTI):

Bengaluru FC on
Tuesday announced the
signing of full-back Hira
Mondal on a two-year deal
that will run until the end
of the 2023-24 season.

The 25-year-old Mondal,
who had earlier turned out
for SC East Bengal in the

Indian Super League, is
the Blues' fifth signing
under Simon Grayson, fol-
lowing the acquisitions of
Prabir Das, Javi
Hernandez, Faisal Ali and
Amrit Gope.

The Kolkata-born full
back made 16 appearances
for SCEB in his debut sea-
son in the ISL.

Named in the I-League's
team of the season for
2020-21 following a string
of stellar performances
for Mohammedan SC,
Mondal signed a one-year
deal with SC East Bengal
in 2021. The rookie was a
standout performer in
what was a rather difficult
season for the Red-and-
Gold brigade who finished
at the bottom. A full-back
who loves to push forward
into attacking positions,
Mondal has previously
turned out for Kolkata-
based sides Rainbow SC,
Tollygunge Agragami and
Peerless, having started
his youth career with
Calcutta Port Trust in
2015. "The core of the
Indian team plays for BFC,
and to think that I will be
able to share a dressing
room with them is an
amazing feeling," said
Mondal. "I had never
imagined that I would get
an opportunity to move to
a club like BFC so soon. I
want to make the most of
this experience and give
my best both on and off
the pitch." Mondal, who
won the GTA Governor's
Gold Cup in 2018 with the
East Bengal Reserves and
the I-League 2nd Division
with Mohammedan SC in
2020, has also represented
Bengal in the Santosh
Trophy.

Hira Mondal signs two-year
deal with Bengaluru FC

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy on Tuesday re-
gained his place in the
world's top 20, riding on
his consistent show in the
international circuit this
season.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, who had played a
pivotal role in India's mon-
umental Thomas Cup win
in May, improved two
places to 19 in the men's
singles rankings.

Prannoy, who had
reached a career-best
ranking of eight in 2018,
has been one of the most
consistent male shuttlers
in the circuit with a series
of quarterfinals and semi-
finals appearance this sea-
son.

He is now the third high-
est ranked Indian male
shuttler in the world after
Lakshya Sen (10th) and
Kidambi Srikanth (11th).

Prannoy, who had
reached the finals of Swiss
Open in March, surpassed
Tokyo Olympian B Sai
Praneeth (20th).

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
maintained her seventh
spot in the latest chart,
while Saina Nehwal also
stayed static on 24th.

Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
were steady on eighth in
the men's doubles rank-

ings, while Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy dropped a rung to
24th position.

Among others, 2014
Commonwealth Games
champion Paruppali
Kashyap jumped three
places to reach the World
No. 36 ranking, riding on
his second round appear-
ance at the Malaysia Open
Super 750 event.

The Verma brothers --
Sameer and Sourabh --
were the other two Indians
inside the world's top 50.

While Sameer stayed at
29th, Sourabh was at the
44th position.

Prannoy regains his
place in world’s top 20

Dubai, Jul 05 (PTI):

India vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana moved up a rung
to eighth position in the bat-
ter's chart in the latest ICC
women's ODI rankings re-
leased here on Tuesday.

Mandhana, who hit an 83-
ball unbeaten 94 in India's
10-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the second ODI on
Monday, is the lone Indian
in the top 10 of the batting
chart which is headed by
Australian Alyssa Healey
followed by England's
Natalie Sciver. All-rounder
Deepti Sharma and opener
Shafali Verma have made
significant improvements
to their positions after help-
ing India take an unassail-
able 2-0 lead against Sri
Lanka in the three-match
ICC Women's
Championship (IWC) series
being played in Pallekele.

Deepti, who grabbed
three for 25 and scored an
unbeaten 22, has moved up
two places to the 29th posi-
tion among batters and
three slots to 16th among
bowlers. In the rankings for
all-rounders, she has gained
20 rating points to reach
within one point of
Australia's Ashleigh
Gardner, who is sixth on the
list. Verma, who is leading
the run aggregate in the se-

ries with 106 runs including
an unbeaten 71 in the sec-
ond match, is up 12 places to
a career-best 36th among
batters. She is currently
ranked fifth in the T20 list.

Other Indians to move up
the batters' list are Pooja
Vastrakar (up three places
to 61st), Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (up four places to
93rd) and Meghna Singh (up
seven places to 100th).

They have all also moved
up the bowlers' list --
Gayakwad from 12th to
11th, Meghna from 58th to
47th and Vastrakar from
57th to 50th. Pacer Renuka
Singh is also a major gainer,
her seven wickets has lifted
her 38 places to 65th posi-

tion. For Sri Lanka,
Nilakshi de Silva has
gained 13 ranks to reach
57th position among batters
after accumulating 75 runs
in the two matches while
Hasini Perera (up 16 places
to 83rd) and Anushka
Sanjeewani (up nine places
to 89th) are the others to
progress in that list.

Among bowlers, former
captain Inoka Ranaweera
has progressed five places to
21st after her four wickets
in two matches and Oshadi
Ranasinghe has gone from
64th to 59th position. The
two wins have taken India
to joint-second position
with Pakistan in the IWC
points table.

Women’s ODI rankings

Mandhana jumps to 8th;
Deepti, Shafali also gain

Monterrey , Jul 05 (AP):

Alex Morgan scored a
pair of first-half goals and
the U.S. women's national
team defeated Haiti 3-0 in
the opening match of the
CONCACAF W
Championship.

The tournament deter-
mines the region's four di-
rect berths in the 2023
Women's World Cup, co-
hosted by Australia and
New Zealand. Midge Purce
also scored for the United
States, which has won the
past two World Cups.

Morgan opened scoring
for the U.S. in the 16th
minute with a heel flick off
a pass from Mallory Pugh
that got past Haiti goal-
keeper Lara Larco on
Monday night. Morgan's
second goal came on a
header in the 23rd minute.

Haiti was awarded a
penalty in the 42nd but
Roselord Borgella's at-
tempt hit the post and car-
omed away. Borgella was

handed a red card in the
45th, but video review re-
scinded the call and she
was given a yellow.

The United States ap-
peared to score on an own
goal in the 78th, but Megan
Rapinoe was ruled offside.
Purce scored her fourth in-

ternational goal in the
84th. U.S. coach Vlatko
Andonovski praised
Morgan and said he was
pleased with the result, al-
though there's things to
work on before the
Americans face Jamaica
on Thursday.

Morgan scores twice and
US women down Haiti 3-0

US' Alex Morgan (R) celebrates with teammate Rose Lavelle after
scoring against Haiti during their 2022 Concacaf Women's
Championship football match at the Universitario stadium in
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon State, Mexico.

Wimbledon, Jul 05 (PTI):

Indian tennis ace Sania
Mirza and her Croatian
partner

Mate Pavic advanced to
the Wimbledon mixed dou-
bles semifinals with a
hard-fought win over
fourth seeds Gabriela
Dabrowski and John
Peers.

Mirza and Pavic, seeded
sixth, eked out a thrilling
6-4 3-6 7-5 win over
Canadian-Australian duo
in one hour 41 minutes on
court 3 on Monday night.

The Indo-Croatian pair
will take on the the win-

ners of the quarterfinal
between Robert Farah and
Jelena Ostapenko, the sev-
enth seeds, and second
seeds Neil Skupsi and
Desirae Krawczyk.

This is Mirza's best
mixed doubles perform-
ance at the All England
Club. She had previously
reached the quarterfinals
in 2011, 2013 and 2015.

A Wimbledon title is the
only mixed doubles Grand
Slam missing from her tro-
phy cabinet. Mirza, a six-
time Grand Slam winner,
has already announced
her retirement at the end
of this season.

Wimbledon: Mirza-Pavic pair cruises
to mixed doubles semifinals

Christchurch, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a first in world crick-
et, New Zealand men and
women will receive the
same match fees across
formats and competitions,
according to a ground-
breaking five-year deal be-
tween the sports' govern-
ing body in the country
and the players' associa-
tion.

"I want to thank and
congratulate the players
and the Major
Associations for their part

in reaching such a signifi-
cant agreement," NZC
chief executive David
White said in a statement.

"This is the most impor-
tant agreement in our
sport, as it binds NZC, the
Major Associations, and
our players at the hip, and
sets the foundation to
fund, grow and develop
cricket.

"It's been a collaborative
yet very robust negotia-
tion. Importantly, it repre-
sents a significant step for-
ward as we continue to

grow our investment in
women's cricket."

According to the land-
mark agreement struck
between NZC, the six
major associations, and
the New Zealand Cricket
Players Association,
White Ferns and domestic
women's players will re-
ceive the same match fees
as the men across all their
formats and competitions.

"Translated, this means
the highest-ranked
WHITE FERN would be
able to receive a maximum
of NZD 163,246 a year (up
from NZD 83,432), the
ninth-ranked, NZD 148,946
(NZD 66,266), and the 17th-
ranked NZD 142,346 (NZD
62,833)," the statement
said.

The top-ranked women's
domestic players in each
Major Association would
be able to receive a maxi-
mum of NZD 19,146 (up
from NZD 3,423), the sixth-
ranked NZD 18,646 (NZD
3,423), and the 12th-ranked
NZD 18,146 (NZD 3,423)."

NZ women and men to get equal
pay in landmark agreement
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin along with his son and DMK party’s youth wing Secretary Udayanidhi Stalin
and Higher Education Minister K. Ponmudi confers a degree to a student during the annual convocation of
Presidency College (Autonomous), in Chennai, Tuesday.

ANNUAL CONVOCATION

Amarnath pilgrims have lunch at Ram Mandir base camp, in Jammu, Tuesday. 

AMARNATH PILGRIMS 
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Nagpur, Jul 05 (PTI):

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said
he had proposed to BJP
leadership to make
Eknath Shinde, who had
rebelled against Shiv Sena
leadership, the new chief
minister after the collapse
of the MVA government
last week. Fadnavis also
admitted that he was not
mentally prepared to as-
sume the post of deputy
CM, but changed his deci-
sion after a discussion was
held with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and inter-
vention by BJP president
JP Nadda and Union home
minister Amit Shah.
Fadnavis said BJP leader-
ship believed that he
should be part of the gov-
ernment as it was not
right to run the govern-
ment through an “extra-
constitutional authority”.

Talking to reporters here,
Fadnavis said the BJP-
Shiv Sena alliance had
won the 2019 elections, but
the mandate was stolen .
So his party and the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena fac-
tion came together for a
common ideology and not

for power . Our leaders
Narendra Modi ji, Amit
Shah and J P Naddaji and
with my approval (the de-
cision to make Shinde the
CM was taken).... It will
not be wrong if it is said
that I took this proposal (to
the BJP leadership) that

Shinde is made the chief
minister and they (the
leadership) accepted it,
Fadnavis said. Shinde was
sworn in as the chief min-
ister on June 30 with
Fadnavis as his deputy, a
day after Uddhav
Thackeray resigned as the
CM ahead of the floor test.

It was also decided that I
will stay out of the govern-
ment. But BJP president J
P Nadda called me and
said the party has decided
(to make me the deputy
chief minister). Even
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also spoke to
me,” Fadnavis said.

Fadnavis said he was
not mentally prepared to
accept the Dy CM’s post
and had made up his mind
that he will help the
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment from outside.

“But I changed my deci-
sion obeying the orders of
my leaders,” he added.

‘Proposed BJP leadership
to make Shinde CM’

Accepted Dy CM’s post on orders of party seniors

Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis greets
supporters during his first visit to his home-town after
taking oath of office, in Nagpur. 

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Odisha has topped the
ranking of states for imple-
mentation of the National
Food Security Act (NFSA),
followed by Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh, the
government said on
Tuesday. Union Food and
Consumer Affairs Minister
Piyush Goyal released the
‘State Ranking Index for
NFSA’ 2022 during a confer-
ence of state food ministers
on food and nutrition secu-
rity in India. Among the
special category states (the
North Eastern states,
Himalayan states, and the
Island states), Tripura has
obtained the first rank.
Himachal Pradesh and
Sikkim are at the second
and third positions.
Despite the logistical limi-
tations in these areas, they

displayed a high degree of
accomplishment in com-
peting with the general cat-
egory states as well, the re-
port said. As per the gov-
ernment’s ranking, Odisha
is at first position with a
score of 0.836, followed by
Uttar Pradesh (0.797) and
Andhra Pradesh (0.794).

Gujarat is at fourth
place, followed by Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Daman
Diu, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Jharkhand.

Kerala has been ranked
at the 11th position,
Telangana (12th),
Maharashtra (13th), West
Bengal (14th) and
Rajasthan (15th).

Punjab is at the 16th po-
sition, followed by
Haryana, Delhi,
Chhattisgarh and Goa. The
current version of the

Index measures the effec-
tiveness of NFSA imple-
mentation majorly
through operations and
initiatives under TPDS
(Targeted Public
Distribution System).
Goyal said the exercise of
ranking the states and UTs
was commissioned by the
ministry but carried out by
a third party. He said the
ranking will lead to
healthy competition
among states under the
NFSA, also known as the
food law, under which the
Centre provides highly
subsidised foodgrains to
nearly 80 crore people. The
government provides 5kg
foodgrains per person per
month at Rs 1-3 per kg. It
does not cover programs
and schemes implemented
by other ministries and de-
partments under the

NFSA. The Index denotes
only the efficiency of TPDS
operations, it does not re-
flect the level of hunger, if
any or malnutrition, or
both, in a particular state
or union territory, the re-
port clarified. The Index fo-
cuses on NFSA and TPDS
reforms, which can be stan-
dardized across the states
and union territories. It
rests upon three pillars
that consider various
facets of food security and
nutrition. Each pillar has
parameters and sub-pa-
rameters that support this
evaluation.

The first pillar measures
coverage of NFSA, rightful
targeting, and implementa-
tion of all provisions under
NFSA. The second pillar
analyzes the delivery plat-
form, while considering
the allocation of food-

grains, their movement,
and last-mile delivery to
Fair Price Shops (FPS).
The final pillar focuses on
nutrition initiatives of the
department.

The findings from the ex-
ercise revealed that most
states and union territories
have fared well in digitiza-
tion, Aadhaar seeding, and
ePoS installation, which re-
iterates the strength and
scale of the reforms.
“However, states and union
territories can improve
their performance in a few
areas. Exercises, such as
conducting and document-
ing social audits thorough-
ly and operationalizing
functions of state food
commissions across states
and union territories, will
further bolster the true
spirit of the Act,” the re-
port said.

Odisha tops state ranking for implementation of National Food Security Act
New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

The BJP on Tuesday de-
manded the removal of
Kerala minister Saji
Cheriyan for his com-
ments against the
Constitution, saying he
cannot hold an office en-
abled by the Constitution
he has disrespected.

Union minister V
Muraleedharan, a BJP
leader from Kerala, also
said CPI(M) leaders such
as Sitaram Yechury de-
scribe the Constitution as
a template of Indian na-
tionalism but choose to ig-
nore this deliberate at-
tempt to disregard it.

This is shameful and
proves their “so called re-
spect for the Constitution
is just for show”, he al-
leged while demanding
that Cheriyan be sacked.

In visuals aired by local

TV channels in Kerala,
the minister can be seen
saying at a recent event
that the Constitution of
the country “condones ex-
ploitation” and is written
in a way that helps to
“plunder” the people of
the country.

“The @CPIMKerala
leaders, including
Ministers in
@ Vi j ay a n P i n a r ay i ’ s
Cabinet, have crossed all
limits of decency in public
life. What can we expect
from those who toe
Chinese Line. CPM never
cared or respected Indian
R e p u b l i c , ”
Muraleedharan said on
Twitter.

In a statement given in
the state Assembly on

Tuesday afternoon,
Cheriyan said news re-
ports claiming he had crit-
icised the Constitution at
an event held at
Mallappally in
Pathanamthitta district
were “distorted”.

“I am a public servant
who respects our
Constitution and upholds
its noble values....I have
never once intended to in-
sult the Constitution or
say anything against it,”
he said.

The central leadership
of Kerala’s ruling CPI(M)
has rejected the demand
for the resignation of its
minister who holds the
Fisheries and Cultural
Affairs portfolios, terming
it a “slip of the tongue”.

The issue came to light
after visuals of the speech
were aired by regional tel-
evision channels.

BJP demands sacking of Kerala minister 
 For criticising

Constitution

Mumbai, Jul 05 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
has refused to annul the
marriage of a 33-year-old
woman, who claimed that
she was forced to marry
the man and was physical-
ly assaulted and tortured
by him since she was 14
years old.

A division bench of
Justices K R Shriram and
P K Chavan, in their order,
noted that there was no ev-
idence or corroboration to
the woman’s claims and
the overall evidence of the
appellant was improbable,
unbelievable and unac-
ceptable .

The order was passed on
June 15 and a copy of the
same was made available
on Tuesday. No sane man
would believe and accept

her (appellant woman) tes-
timony, as it is nothing but
ipsedixitism (assertion
without proof or dogmatic
expression of opinion). It
is quite apparent from the
evidence that this is a case
of inflicted insight, the
court observed. The high
court, while dismissing
her plea, termed as incred-
ible the fact that the
woman did not lodge any
complaint against the man
or inform her parents
about the same till 2013.

Strangely, the appellant
(woman) remained silent
and passive despite under-
going such a trauma, the
order said.

The bench also noted
that the behaviour of the
woman was quite strange
and cannot be said as a
natural conduct of an edu-

cated woman living inde-
pendently in a city like
Mumbai . The woman, in
her plea, sought annul-
ment of the marriage and
a declaration that the mar-
riage certificate issued to
the man in December 2011
was false and forged.

According to the
woman, who is originally
from Haryana and
presently working with a
bank in Mumbai, the man
took advantage of her shy,
timid and introverted na-
ture and kept her ter-
rorised since she was 14
years old.

The petitioner claimed
that she hails from a rural
background, where
women and their voices
are stifled, and honour
killings, rape and other
crimes against women are

a daily feature due to
which families advise
their women to silently
face oppression. The
woman further alleged
that she had never mar-
ried the man and the docu-
ments with regard to the
marriage certificate sub-
mitted by the man are fab-
ricated. In December 2011,
she was offered sweets
laced with drugs and
forcibly taken to a temple
by the man and was forced
to sign documents related
to marriage certificate.

According to the
woman, in 2003 when she
was 14 years old the man
had forcibly established
physical contact with her
and took obscene photo-
graphs and has since been
torturing and physically
assaulting her.

HC refuses to grant relief to woman 
alleging forced marriage, torture by man

New Delhi, Jul 5 (PTI): 

Indira Gandhi National
Open University on
Tuesday launched a bach-
elors-level programme in
micro, small and medium
enterprises to cater for
the present needs of
young entrepreneurs in
the country.

The programme will
aid in developing stu-
dents’ knowledge and
skills to establish busi-
ness ventures. It will also
aid in increasing job op-
portunities, the universi-
ty said. “The School of
Vocational Education and
Training at IGNOU has
taken an initiative to offer
the programme from the
July 2022 session. The BA
Micro Small and Medium
Enterprises programme

is for 10+2 pass-outs,” a
statement read. “Those
who want to make a ca-
reer as an entrepreneur
and would like to update
their existing knowledge
and skills in the field of
micro, small or medium
enterprise would find this
programme useful. It
comprises 132 credits,” it
said.

The university said the
programme will help in
inculcating knowledge to
recognize business oppor-
tunities, market study, in-
novation and implemen-
tation; planning and de-
signing of a new project;
exploring investment op-
portunities; development
and maintenance of busi-
ness, and marketing and
social networking; taxa-
tion and obtaining licens-

es. The programme will
create opportunities for
unskilled workers as well
as practising entrepre-
neurs to get trained and
upskill their experience,
the university said.

“It will enhance skills
according to industry
needs. Industry experts
and successful entrepre-
neurs will share their ex-
periences to provide prac-
tical insights,” the univer-
sity said.

The main objectives of
the programme are to en-
hance knowledge, skill
and competencies to start
one’s business venture, to
study the market demand
before initiating a busi-
ness enterprise and to
successfully and prof-
itably operate one’s enter-
prise.

IGNOU launches bachelors-level programme 
In micro, small and medium enterprises

Jaipur, Jul 05 (PTI): 

Police are on the lookout
for a cleric at the Ajmer
Dargah after he allegedly
offered on camera to gift
his house to anyone who
beheads now-suspended
BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma for her remark on
Prophet Mohammad.

The Rajasthan Police
registered an FIR Monday
night on the basis of a
complaint against Salman
Chishti, a dargah khadim’,
over a video clip.

In the video, the cleric
purportedly says he would
give his house to anyone
who brings Sharma’s head
to him. Chishti is heard
saying that he would have
shot her dead for insulting
Prophet Mohammad. “You

have to give a reply to all
Muslim countries. I am
saying this from Ajmer,
Rajasthan and this mes-
sage is from Huzur
Khwaja Baba ka Darbar,”
he said in the video, refer-
ring to the Sufi shrine that
sees many Hindu visitors,
apart from Muslim devo-
tees.

Dargah Station House
Officer Dalveer Singh
Faujdar said efforts are on
trace the khadim’. He said
the accused has a criminal
background.

Recently, four people
were arrested in connec-
tion with another provoca-
tive speech allegedly deliv-
ered at the main gate of

the Ajmer Dargah on June
17. Though that video was
in circulation earlier, the
arrests were made after
the murder a week back of
an Udaipur tailor by two
men who said they were
avenging an insult to
Islam.

Hours after the Udaipur
murder that triggered
communal tension in the
state, the two main ac-
cused were caught by po-
lice. Three others were ar-
rested later and the
National Investigation
Agency is now handling
the case.

Condemning the latest
video, the office of Ajmer
Dargah Dewan Zainul
Abedin Ali Khan said the
shrine is seen as a place of
communal harmony.

Ajmer Dargah cleric threatens
Nupur Sharma with ‘beheading’

 FIR lodged

New Delhi, Jul 05 (PTI):

In a first, the Delhi
Police on Tuesday opened
a passenger registration
system to make the up-
coming Kanwar Yatra
more safe and easy.

Taking solid steps to-
wards making Kanwar
Yatra more safe and easy,
Delhi Police has made pas-
senger registration system
for the first time.
Receiving the details of
passengers will make it
easier for the authorities
to provide quick help in
any situation,” it said in a
tweet in Hindi.

The Delhi Police has ini-
tiated the registration
process for this year’s
‘Kanwar Yatra’ which is
starting from July 14. The
data bank of devotees will
enable better coordination

among the authorities to
provide assistance and fa-
cilitation for the pilgrim-
age, a statement said.

The yatra participants
can register themselves at
kavad.delhipolice.gov.in
through their mobile
phones. The Delhi Police
wishes a happy and safe
yatra for all the devotees, it
said.

Delhi Police (spokesper-
son) Suman Nalwa said, “A
data bank of devotees will
help in providing facilities
and identifying devotees
in case of any mishappen-
ing. Registration is though
not mandatory. We are
aware of all sensitive inci-
dents across India and are
alert. We will ensure
smooth arrangements and
security during this holy
‘sawan’ month and
Kanwar Yatra.”

Delhi Police starts registration
of Kanwar Yatra participants


