
Hearing
VVaarraannaassii:: The district
court here fixed July 12
as the next date for hear-
ing the maintainability of
the Gyanvapi mosque-
Shringar Gauri complex
case as the Muslim side
presented its arguments
on Monday. Madan
Mohan Yadav, the counsel
for the Hindu side, said
the Muslim side argued
on the maintainability of
the case during which
they read out all points,
including the petition
filed on behalf of the
Hindu side for allowing
regular worship at the
Gyanvapi mosque.

Youngest
PPuunnee::  Kaamya
Karthikeyan has become
the youngest Indian to
scale the summit of
Mount Denali, the highest
mountain peak in North
America at 20,310 feet, a
defence ministry release
said on Monday.
Karthikeyan, a Class 10
student of Navy Children
School (NCS) in Mumbai
and daughter of Navy
Commander S
Karthikeyan, carried the
Tricolour and the Naval
Ensign to the summit of
Mount Denali on June 27,
thus becoming the
youngest Indian to
achieve the feat, it said.

Mild quake
JJaammmmuu:: A low-intensity
earthquake of magnitude
3.2 hit Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday but there were
no reports of any dam-
age, officials said. The
quake struck at 
12.12 pm in Doda area of
the Union Territory, the
officials said.

Suicide
RRaaiiggaarrhh::  A man ended his
life after allegedly drown-
ing his two children in a
pond in Chhattisgarh’s
Raigarh district, a police
official said on Monday.
The incident took place in
Bhuiapali village on
Sunday and the deceased
have been identified as
Naresh Gupta (35), his
son Shourya (5) and
daughter Simmi (3), said
Chakradhar Nagar
Station House Officer
(SHO) Kiran Gupta.

Lifer
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr::  A court
here on Monday convict-
ed 16 people, including
gangster Minu Tyagi, to
life imprisonment for
killing former chairman
of a cane society in
Rohana and his seven
family members. Special
Judge Chhote Lal Yadav
also imposed a fine of Rs
60,000 on the convicts
after holding them guilty
under IPC sections 302
(murder), 307 (attempt to
murder) and others.

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS  OF YOGI GOVT

Artists perform during a cultural programme organised to celebrate the completion of 100 days of Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s government in his second tenure, outside Vidhan Bhawan in
Lucknow, Monday.
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Children play on a pavement
amid monsoon rains, 

in New Delhi, Monday.
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Mumbai, Jul 04 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Monday won the floor
test in the state Assembly
on the last day of the two-
day special session of the
House.

In the 288-member
House, 164 MLAs voted for
the motion of confidence,
while 99 voted against it.
Three legislators ab-
stained from voting, while
Congress’s Ashok Chavan
and Vijay Wadettiwar
were among those absent
during the trust vote.

Speaker Rahul
Narvekar announced that
the trust vote was carried
by a majority vote.

After the death of a Shiv
Sena MLA recently, the
current strength of the
Assembly is reduced to
287, thus the majority
mark is 144.

Shinde was sworn in as
CM on June 30, a day after
Uddhav Thackeray quit
the post. BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis was sworn in as
the deputy CM.

During the floor test,
MLAs Abu Azmi and Rais
Shaikh (both of the
Samajwadi Party) and
Shah Farukh Anwar

(AIMIM) abstained from
voting. Eleven Congress
MLAs - Ashok Chavan,
Vijay Wadettiwar, Dheeraj
Deshmukh, Praniti
Shinde, Jitesh
Antapurkar, Zeeshan
Siddiqui, Raju Awale,

Mohan Hambarde, Kunal
Patil, Madhavrao
Jawalgaonkar and Shirish
Chaudhary - were absent
during the floor test.

Chavan and Wadettiwar
came late and were unable
to enter the House at the

time of the vote.
The NCP legislators ab-

sent from the House were -
Anil Deshmukh, Nawab
Malik, Dattatray Bharane,
Anna Bansode,
Babandada Shinde and
Sangram Jagtap.
Deshmukh and Malik are
currently in jail following
arrest in separate money
laundering cases.

The BJP MLAs - Mukta
Tilak and Laxman Jagtap -
both of whom are serious-
ly ill, also did not come to
the House, while BJP’s
Rahul Narvekar could not
vote as he is the Speaker.

AIMIM legislator Mufti
Mohammad Ismail also
did not attend the session.

Ahead of the floor test,
Sena MLA Santosh
Bangar, from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp, joined
CM Shinde’s faction, tak-
ing its tally to 40.

Speaking in the House
after the floor test,
Fadnavis said when some
MLAs were voting, mem-
bers from the opposition
benches shouted “ED,
ED”.

“It is true the new gov-
ernment is formed by ED,
which stands for Eknath
and Devendra, the BJP
leader remarked.

MAHA ASSEMBLY

Shinde wins floor test 

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde and Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis along with
MLAs after a special session of Maharashtra Assembly,
at Vidhan Bhavan in Mumbai, Monday.

‘I was suppressed for long time’
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde on Monday said he
had been suppressed for a long time and the rebellion led by
him was a fallout of the unfair treatment meted out to him, an
apparent reference to his old association with the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena. “The happenings of today didn’t hap-
pen in just one day,” Shinde said in his victory speech after the
newly-formed government led by him won the trust vote in the
Legislative Assembly.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):

The Congress on
Monday said an FIR has
been registered against
BJP MPs Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore and Subrat
Pathak on its complaint
related to a fake video of
Rahul Gandhi, allegedly
aimed at disturbing com-
munal harmony.

The FIR against the MPs
and three others was regis-
tered in Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh, chief of the
party’s media and publici-
ty team Pawan Khera said.

The Congress has also
lodged complaints against
them in Delhi, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh, Khera and
the party’s social media in-
charge Supriya Shrinate
told reporters.

The complaints follow
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh writ-
ing to BJP president J P
Nadda to say the party
should initiate action
against its leaders for
spreading fake news
against Rahul Gandhi and
get the doctored video re-
moved from their Twitter
timelines. Shrinate ac-
cused Rathore of sedition.

If an attempt is made by a
former Union minister to
spread fake news with the
intention of disturbing
communal harmony in
the country, it amounts to
sedition, she alleged.

“Why are these people
spreading this fire of hate
all over the country? We
ask the prime minister
why he has converted MPs
and former ministers to
‘two-rupee trolls’. The
problem is those who ped-
dle fake news get promo-
tions in the BJP. Everyone
knows what the current
I&B minister said during
Delhi riots and he was pro-
moted,” Shrinate said.

The prime minister
spoke for nearly half an
hour at Hyderabad but did

not make a single appeal
for peace, she said.

A TV channel has is-
sued a public apology for
airing the fake video of
Rahul Gandhi.

“Peddling fake news on
social media is one thing
but using social media in
cahoots with terrorists
will not be accepted. At
such a sensitive time in
the country, how can they
dare to spread a fake video
involving Rahul Gandhi.
Apart from fake news, this
is also a conspiracy be-
cause even if Twitter posts
are deleted, WhatsApp
messages would remain in
circulation and disturb
peace,” Shrinate said.

She also warned the
BJP against attempting to
“link Rahul Gandhi and
other party leaders with
terrorists”.

“We have to make social
media a safe platform, a
platform for public dis-
course and for policy dis-
cussions, giving sugges-
tions to improve the poli-
cies,” she said. “You will
have to face consequences
of maligning our leader,”
Shrinate said. Khera also
alleged that the BJP has
been found to have links
with terrorists.

Shimla/Manali,Jul 04 (PTI):
Thirteen passengers were
killed and two others in-
jured after a bus fell into a
gorge in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kullu district on
Monday, officials said.

Initial reports had put
the death toll at 16.

The bus was on its way
to Kullu from Shainsher
when it fell into the gorge
at a hairpin bend near
Jangla village around 8.30
am, the officials said.

Dead Jhablu Devi’s
brother-in-law Tej
Prakash alleged callous at-
titude on the part of the
authorities in rescuing the
victims. “It took almost
three hours to take Jhablu

Devi from the accident site
to the hospital. Had the ad-
ministration acted swiftly,
some lives could have been
saved,” he said.

Twelve of the 13 dead
have been identified as
Tanu, Prem Chand, Fateh
Chand, Anita Devi,
Susheel Kumar, Khim
Dasi, Roshi Devi, Parvati
Devi, Jhablu Devi, Amit
Kumar Rajak, Aaksh and
Rakhi Maya.

The injured were admit-
ted to the Kullu regional
hospital for treatment.

The president and the
prime minister have con-
doled the loss of lives in
the accident. President
Ram Nath Kovind said he

was distressed to learn
about the death of stu-
dents and other people in
the accident.

Condoling the loss of
lives, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced Rs 2 lakh each for
the next of kin of those
who died. The injured will
be given Rs 50,000 each, the
Prime Minister’s Office
said in a tweet.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
also expressed grief over
the tragic bus accident.

Thakur said a magiste-
rial inquiry has been or-
dered and the Kullu ADM
will probe the whole inci-
dent.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):
Serum Institute has re-
quested the Union health
ministry for inclusion of
their Cy-Tb injection for
detection of Latent-TB in
the National TB
Elimination Programme
(NTEP) to support TB free-
India by 2025, official
sources said on Monday.

The Serum Institute had
recently informed the
ministry that the firm
would provide Cy-Tb injec-
tion at Rs 350 plus GST per
dose, an official source
stated. The letter for the
inclusion of Cy-Tb was
written by Prakash

Kumar Singh, Director,
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at SII.

The Cy-Tb injection was
granted market authorisa-
tion by the Drugs
Controller General of
India (DCGI) on May 9,
2022.

In response to Singh’s
request, the Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) had
sought the price of Cy-Tb
injection. Serum Institute
has informed MoHFW
that the firm will provide
Cy-Tb injection at Rs 350
plus GST per dose, an offi-
cial source stated.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):

Amid rising consumer
complaints, the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) on
Monday barred hotels and
restaurants from levying
service charge automati-
cally or by default in food
bills and allowed cus-
tomers to file complaints
in case of violation.

The CCPA has issued
guidelines for preventing
unfair trade practices and
violation of consumer
rights with regard to levy-
ing of service charge.

“No hotels or restau-
rants shall add service
charge automatically or by
default in the bill,” CCPA
Chief Commissioner said

in the guideline. There
should not be any collec-
tion of service charge by
any other name, it added.

No hotel or restaurant
can force a consumer to
pay service charge. They
have to clearly inform the
consumer that service
charge is voluntary, op-
tional and at consumer’s
discretion.

“No restriction on entry
or provision of services
based on collection of
service charge shall be im-
posed on consumers,” the
guideline added.

Further, service charge
cannot be collected by
adding it along with the
food bill and levying GST
on the total amount. If any
consumer finds that a

hotel or restaurant is levy-
ing service charge in vio-
lation of the guidelines,
s/he can request the con-
cerned establishment to
remove it from the bill
amount.

The consumers can also
lodge a complaint on the
National Consumer
Helpline (NCH), which
works as an alternate dis-
pute redressal mechanism
at the pre-litigation level,
by calling 1915 or through
the NCH mobile app.

They can also file com-
plaints with the Consumer
Commission. The com-
plaint can be filed elec-
tronically through the e-
Daakhil portal for its
speedy and effective re-
dressal.

Bhimavaram (AP), July
04 (PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday said the history
of the country’s freedom
struggle was not about a
few years or some people,
as he called for building a
New India that reflected
the dreams of the freedom
fighters and one that en-
sured equal opportunities
to all sections.

Addressing a large pub-
lic meeting at
Pedaamiram here after
unveiling a 30-ft bronze
statue of legendary free-
dom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju on his
125th birth anniversary,

the Prime Minister said
his government in the last
eight years worked with a
commitment and imple-
mented policies aimed at

fulfilling the dreams of
the freedom fighters.

“As we celebrate the
75th anniversary of
Independence, the respon-
sibility is on every citizen
to fulfill the dreams of the
freedom fighters. Our
New India should be an
India of their dreams.
Such India, where the
poor, farmers, workers,
backward classes,
Adivasis and oppressed
have equal opportunities,
the Prime Minister re-
marked.

He paid glowing trib-
utes to all those who
fought to free the country
from colonial rule.

New Delhi, Jul 04: 

Two more people al-
legedly involved in the
killing of popular Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala
have been arrested by
Delhi Police’s Special Cell,
officials said on Monday.

With this, the Delhi po-
lice has so far arrested five
people in connection with
the case, they said.

The Delhi Police arrest-
ed Ankit and Sachin
Bhiwani Sunday night.
The two are wanted crimi-
nals belonging to
Lawrence Bishnoi and
Goldy Brar gang alliance,
they said. According to po-
lice, Ankit was one of the
shooters involved in the
killing of Moosewala,

while Bhiwani was re-
sponsible for harbouring
four of the shooters. A sen-
ior police officer said
Bhiwani, a native of
Haryana, handles the op-

erations of Lawrence
Bishnoi gang in
Rajasthan. He is also want-
ed in a case at Churu in
Rajasthan. He also said
that Ankit, a resident of
Sersa village in Haryana,
is also named in two other
cases of attempt to murder
in Rajasthan. A 9 mm pis-
tol along with 10 live car-
tridges, a 30 mm pistol
with nine live cartridges,
three police uniforms of
Punjab Police and two mo-
bile handsets along with a
dongle and SIM card have
been seized from their pos-
session, police said. Last
month, the Special Cell ar-
rested three people, in-
cluding two shooters, in
connection with the
killing of Moosewala.

New Delhi, Jul 04:

Black balloons spotted
near Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s chopper
as it took off from an air-
port in Andhra Pradesh
sparked a security scare
on Monday. Visuals
showed the balloons near
PM Modi’s helicopter soon
after take-off in
Vijaywada’s Gannavaram
airport. The police said
there was no security
breach and two balloons
were released 4.5 km away
from airport, five minutes
after he left. Some
Congress leaders were

protesting at the airport
where PM Modi’s chopper
took off. They were seen
holding black balloons and
placards as they shouted
slogans targeting the
Prime Minister. Four
Congress workers have
been caught and one is
still missing.

Congress leaders had
given a nationwide call to
oppose PM Modi by show-
ing black balloons. The
Prime Minister flew from
Hyderabad to Vijaywada
on a special plane and took
a chopper to Bhimavaram.

Now, Rathore booked in Chh’garh
for fake Rahul Gandhi video

Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore

SII TO HEALTH MINISTRY

‘Include Cy-Tb injection in
national TB elimination prog’

TERRIBLE MISHAP

13 killed, 2 injured as bus falls into gorge 
PM’s SECURITY SCARE 

Black balloons released
near PM chopper 

 Cong workers held

MAJOR RELIEF TO CONSUMERS 

Hotels, restaurants barred from levying service charge

Sidhu Moosewala shooter, aide arrested with guns

Undated photo of Sachin
Bhiwani, accused in the
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moose Wala murder case,
provided by Delhi Police
Special Cell.

‘History of country’s freedom struggle 
was not about a few years or some people’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addresses the event
for the celebrations of the
125th birth anniversary of
freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju, in
Bhimavaram, Monday.

‘India has 
eliminated all queues

by going online’
GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr::  Praising the role
of digital technology in chang-
ing the lives of people of the
country, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday said
India has eliminated queues by
going online to provide differ-
ent services. If India does not
adopt new technology with
changing times, it will remain
backward. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Newly po-
sitioned District Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena reached his cham-
ber at 10:00 am and met
with the officers and em-
ployees of the
Collectorate.

He spoke about working
in a positive direction by
establishing better coordi-
nation. Along with this,
he conducted Jandarshan,
which is directly con-
cerned with the common
man. He gave time accord-
ing to the matter to every
citizen at Jandarshan.

A citizen complained

about illegal occupation of
the land reserved for EWS
housing. He informed that
the land reserved for EWS
housing near link road
number 14 of Ashish
Nagar West Risali Bhilai
has been illegally captured
by some people who are
conducting illegal con-
struction on that land.

The applicant added
that he had conveyed in-
formation in this regard
last year too. At that time,
any construction work
had not commenced. But
for the past one week, con-
struction work has been
done by anti-social ele-
ments on this land.

The applicant did
not reveal his name
due to security rea-
sons. He has also at-
tached the layout and
map of this land with
his complaint. The
Collector, taking cog-
nizance of the matter,
directed the Building
Permission Officer
and other concerned
officers to conduct an
inquiry regarding the
land and assured the
applicant of proper
action as per the laws.
Along with this, the
Collector directed the con-
cerned officers to take
steps towards keeping the

EWS land safe.
A farmer from

Bhatgaon applied for
power connection for agri-
cultural work. The farmer

stated that in the month of
June, a revenue camp was
organized in his village.
He had filed an application
to update the land records.

After perusal, as-
surance was given to
rectify the records
but the status still re-
mains the same. He
requested the
Collector to direct the
concerned officer to
update the land
records so that he can
take the crop on his
agricultural land
with proper manage-
ment. The Collector
immediately forward-
ed the application to

the concerned Revenue
Officer for immediate ac-
tion as per the laws.

In this episode, 05 ambu-
lance drivers working

under an agency in Sector
09 Hospital complained
about a threat of illegal re-
trenchment and recovery
of money from their
salary. The drivers have
been working for the last
07 years and are working
under the present agency
for the last 03 years.

They complained that
two persons of the compa-
ny are demanding Rs 48000
against the salary paid in
the last three years. They
are applying various tac-
tics including threat of il-
legal retrenchment for ex-
tracting this amount from
the drivers. The Collector
took cognizance of the sit-

uation and sent the matter
to the concerned officer.

On the first day at his of-
fice, the Collector de-
scribed Jandarshan as a
medium of direct commu-
nication between the pub-
lic and the administration
and asked the officials to
seriously consider the ap-
plications received in
Jandarshan.

He clarified that if an
applicant is following the
procedure as per the rules,
undoubtedly, the adminis-
tration will make all possi-
ble efforts to redress the
grievance. A total of 15 ap-
plications were received in
Collector Jandarshan.

Day01@Office: Collector instructs 
to work with transparency

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0044:: After assuming the
charge of Durg District, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena in-
spected the Collectorate premis-
es after public darshan on
Monday. On the first day of his
office in Durg, Meena inspected
all the chambers of various de-
partments. The Collector
reached the Public Service
Center and had a general discus-
sion with the people regarding
the services. He took information
from the service center about
the status of the daily disposal of
the applications. Later, he took
detailed information from the of-
ficers-in-charge about the work
being conducted in various
branches and also inspected the
filing and record registers.

The Collector instructed the
officers to further improve the
cleanliness in the Collectorate
premises. He said that an effec-
tive system of cleanliness should
be put in place and its continuous
monitoring should be done. He
inquired about the status of
pending cases in various branch-
es and also questioned the ex-
pected time to complete them.
The Collector said that the gov-
ernment has fixed a stipulated

time frame to provide civil serv-
ices, but efforts should be made
to resolve the cases of the people
well before the stipulated time
limit so that they can get early
relief. The Collector also visited
the flood control room in the
premises. He inquired about the
works done so far. He also took
information from the officer-in-
charge of disaster control, re-
garding the status of disasters
like floods in Durg district so far.

He said that though Durg is less
prone to floods as compared to
other districts, the department
should always be prepared for
emergency situations. Officials
informed that the mock drill was
conducted recently. 

The administration is fully
equipped to deal with the disas-
ter situation. The Collector also
questioned the officers and em-
ployees of different branches
about their problems and moti-
vated them to deliver the best.
The Collector said that the gen-
eral public visits the
Collectorate with great expecta-
tion and they feel happy when
quality work is done on time and
a brighter image of the adminis-
tration is created. He asked the
officials to stay alert and try to
deliver the best. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Jawaharlal
Nehru Hospital and
Research Centre, Sector-9,
Bhilai Steel Plant celebrat-
ed National Doctors Day at
the Bhilai Niwas premises.
The first day of July every
year is commemorated as
National Doctors Day in
India to remember
Bharatratna Dr BC Roy, a
renowned Physician.

It is celebrated to honour
the selfless service of doc-
tors. On this occasion, the
value of doctors and their
services was emphasized,
particularly the work that
they did during the COVID
pandemic.

The event, hosted at the
Bhilai Niwas was attended
by Doctors and Executives
of Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital & Research Centre
across the spectrum. In the
event, senior doctors Dr SK
Issar, Ex-ED (M&HS) and
Dr Jayesh Dave, Ex-Addl

CMO and HoD
(Orthopaedics) were felici-
tated as the day also
marked their superannua-
tion.

The event also saw doc-
tors sharing their memo-
ries with senior doctors
and their on-field experi-
ences. Dr Ravindranath M,
CMO and Dr Pramod
Binayake, CMO along with
other senior Doctors felici-

tated Dr SK Issar and Dr
Jayesh Dave with Shrifal,
Shawl, certificate of appre-
ciation and Momento for
their remarkable contribu-
tion to the medical field
and also to the JLN institu-
tion.

Dr Anupam Lal, Addl
CMO and HoD
(Orthopaedics), Dr
Jeevanlal Gheedle, Addl
CMO (Gastroenterology)

and Dr Arun Nikose, Addl
CMO (Orthopaedics)
shared their experiences
about their journey in the
medical field with Dr Issar
and Dr Jayesh Dave.

Dr SK Issar who is a well-
known Gastroenterologist
of the State established a
fully functional
Gastroenterology unit in
JLNH&RC. He served the
organization for around 26

years. In his tenure leading
the JLN hospital, he has
successfully managed to re-
strict Dengue and manage
the Covid pandemic.

Dr Jayesh Dave, another
well-known Orthopaedic
Surgeon of Bhilai-Durg has
also been a mentor to many.
The event also witnessed a
blood donation camp where
doctors in their spirit of
commitment to society do-
nated blood in large num-
bers.

The theme for this year's
National Doctor's Day cele-
bration was "Family
Doctors on the Front Line."
The theme highlights the
contribution of doctors for
their service and dedica-
tion to humanity. National
Doctors' Day was first ob-
served by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
in India on July 1, 1991.

Dr Annapoorani, Addl
CMO and HoD (Dentistry)
proposed the Vote of
Thanks.

Lt Colonel Kapil Dev Pandey cremated
with full military honours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: A large
number of people bid a
tearful adieu to
Lieutenant Colonel Kapil
Dev Pandey, the brave son
of Bhilai, who was mar-
tyred in a massive land-
slide at Noney District of
Manipur. The army officer
was born and brought up

in Steel City, Bhilai.
His father Late GP

Pandey was an executive
of HSCL. Even after being
the only son in the family,
Kapil joined the defence
services to serve the na-
tion. He was commis-
sioned as an officer in the
Territorial Army in the
year 2006.

He served at different

sensitive locations within
the country and border
during the last 16 years. He
carried out major rescue
operations in the event of
natural calamities in
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttrakhand and other
states.

The mortal remains of
the martyr were flown
from Imphal to New Delhi

on Monday by an Indian
Air Force Aircraft. Earlier,
he was given full military
honours at Imphal
International Airport.

Slogans "Bharat Mata
Ki Jai", "Kapil Dev Pandey
Amar Rahe" rent the aid
as the body of Lt Col Kapil
Dev Pandey reached his
residence. The grief-strick-
en mother, wife and emo-

tional sisters paid their
last tributes at his resi-
dence located in
Manekshaw Enclave,
Delhi Cantt.

The funeral procession
moved to Brar Square
Crematorium where the
last rites of the mortal re-
mains were performed
with full Military
Honours. The funeral pyre

was lit by his elder son
Abhiraj Pandey.

Martyr Pandey was the
younger brother of Senior
Journalist and New Press
Club of Bhilai Nagar
President Bhavana
Pandey. He is survived by
Lt Col Chhavi Pandey
(Wife), Kusum Pandey
(Mother), Bhavana Pandey
(Sister), Kanchan Agrawal

(sister), Abhiraj Pandey
(son), Abeer Pandey (son)
and family.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a massive land-
slide hit the Noney area of
Manipur on the interven-
ing night of June 28 and 29
near the company location
of 107 Territorial Army de-
ployed near Tupul Railway
Station for protection of

the under construction
railway line from Jiribam
to Imphal.

Lt Col Pandey was the
Commander of Gurkha
Rifles Company deployed
here. Lt Col Pandey gave
supreme sacrifice in lines
of service while guarding
this vital infrastructural
project in the remote north
east area of the country.
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National Doctors Day celebrated at JLNH

Iconic Week celebrations begin at BSP

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Ministry of
Steel (MoS) and organisa-
tions under it are celebrat-
ing Iconic week from July
04-10, 2022 to commemo-
rate 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav ' in line with the
directive and plan of the
Ministry of Culture.

SAIL-BSP has planned a

number of events under
the themes of raising steel
consumption with focus
on rural India, also mov-
ing towards a circular
economy and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

A mobile van with the
theme of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Switch to steel
was flagged off by K K
Singh, ED I/c (P & A), Dr A

K Panda, ED (Finance) S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Tapan Kumar,
CGM (MM), DN Karan,
CGM(F & A) and other
senior officials at Ispat
bhavan on Monday. It will
travel across the
Township, villages nearby
and Mines. It was also
given a green signal in the
Township by Mayor

Neeraj Pal. The Iconic
week is being celebrated at
different locations across
Bhilai and its Mines in-
volving employees, school
children, residents of
Bhilai and nearby villages
to get Janbhagidari. 75
saplings were planted in
BSP Mines including
Rajhara, Kuteshwar, Hirri
and Dulki on Monday.

Lokesh Chandrakar takes
charge as BMC Commissioner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Lokesh
Chandrakar took charge
as Commissioner of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation on Monday.
Soon after taking charge of
the office, he conducted a
surprise inspection of all
the departments. He took
stock of the functioning of
all the departments. After
getting acquainted with
the officers/employees,
the Municipal
Commissioner inspected
all the departments of the
main office and inquired
about the responsibilities
entrusted to the employees
and officers. He inspected
Steno to Commissioner
Room, Property Tax and
Estate Department,
Record Room, Building
Permission Department,
Public Service Center

Counter, Tax Collection
Center, Revenue
Department, Secretariat,
Health Department,
Public Information
Department, Planning
Department, Accounts
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Establishment Branch,
Superintendent, Pension
Branch, National Urban
Livelihood Mission and
other departments. He
questioned about pending
works related to pension,

claims and objections re-
lated to weaker sections
and backward classes,
health related works, etc.
He instructed all the offi-
cers/employees to remain
present during office
hours and perform their
duties diligently.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Steno to
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Purushottam Sahu and
others were present dur-
ing the inspection.

Jandarshan receives complaints of encroachments and labour laws violation
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‘EK KADAM HARIYALI KI ORE…’

Nava Bharat launched a novel initiative under the banner ‘Ek Kadam Hariyali ki Ore…’ to
make the Smart City Raipur even more greener and under this Minister for Environment
and Climate Change Mohammed Akbar, MLA Raipur (North) Kuldeep Juneja and Mayor
RMC Ejaz Dhebar were the chief guest and all three planted saplings and flagged off Nava
Bharat’s ‘Hariyali Rath’ through which people of colonies and society can avail saplings on
contact and from Nava Bharat’s office free-of-cost.

Students should follow the medical
code of conduct: Governor

Raipur, Jul 04: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey on
Monday attended the White
Coat Ceremony and Charak
Oath function of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur. The program was in-
augurated by lighting the
traditional lamp by the
Governor and the guests. On
this occasion, Director of
Medical Education
Department Dr. Vishnu Dutt
administered the Charak
oath to the new students to
follow medical ethics.

While addressing the
White Coat Ceremony,
Governor Ms. Uikey first
greeted the students. She
said that  you have got this
success after tireless hard
work and today we are all
witnesses to realize it. The
profession you have chosen
is considered to be the great-
est service to humanity.

Today everyone wants that
they should get a healthy
body, you all will have a big
contribution in fulfilling it.
The Governor told the stu-
dents that that Chhattisgarh
is a tribal dominated state,
in which there are many re-
mote areas where there is no
easy access to health facili-
ties. In such a situation, I re-
quest  you students to give
your services in remote dis-
tricts so that better health
facilities can be available in
these areas also. She said
that on the initiative of
Rashtriya Ayurvigyan
Aayog, the  decision to re-
place the ‘Hippocratic Oath’
with the ‘Charak Oath’ ad-
ministered to the students
admitted in the first year of
MBBS. is commendable.
With this initiative, students
will get acquainted with
Indian traditional medicine
and its glorious history. This
oath is also a recognition of
India’s contribution in the
field of medicine, she added.

Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the students who took
the ‘Charak Oath’ today,
will make the students more

dedicated and responsible
towards their work. Charak
oath will always motivate
the doctors to think and act
about the patient before
themselves. She said that
through the White Coat
Ceremony, the newcomer
students would have got in-
formation about the college,
which would be helpful  in
improving their academic
experience. The Governor
said that when you all will
give your services as doctors
after completing your stud-
ies, then you will be able to
directly connect with the
people and solve their prob-
lems. This will be the time
when you will be satisfied
with your work and people’s
happiness will infuse new
energy in you, then only you
will know the real purpose
of this profession and the
importance of white coat.

She said that this college
was established in 1963. I am
sure that all of you will con-
tinue the glorious history of
the college for so many
years of service. Every year
students from across the
country take admissions in

180 MBBS courses  and 145
postgraduate (M.D./M.S.)
and 10 super specialty cours-
es. With the better teaching
of these courses, the college
has set new records related
to continuous research
work, which is a matter of
pride for Chhattisgarh.

Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the vitality of the peo-
ple associated with this pro-
fession in the challenging
times of Covid-19 saved mil-
lions of lives. Governor Ms.
Uikey congratulated the col-
lege management for the
proud and grand ceremony
of Charak swearing-in and
said that the oath of medical
ethics which the students
have taken today will be fol-
lowed literally in their daily
medical work. On the occa-
sion, the Dean of the
Medical College, Dr. Tripti
Nagaria shared information
related to the establishment
and achievements of the col-
lege. At the same time, Dr.
Arvind Neral gave detailed
information about the code
of conduct related to med-
ical ethics. On this occasion,
Mr. Nikhil Gupta, student
taking admission in the first
year of the college, present-
ed his hand-drawn sketch to
the Governor, Ms. Uikey.
Professors and students of
Medical College including
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
Smriti Health Sciences and
Vice Chancellor of AYUSH
University Dr. Ashok
Chandrakar were present in
the function.

One arrested with stolen
bike and other items

Raipur, Jul 04: The police
had arrested the accused
Mohit involved in theft of
two-wheelers and other
materials here on Monday.
It was on tip from an in-
former that police came to
know that some person is
looking for selling a two-
wheeler near Bazar
Chowk, Ashok Nagar in
Gudhiyari and taking pro-
mopt action in this regard,
the police raided the place
and nabbed the accused as
per the details given.

On interrogation the ac-
cused disclosed his name
as Mohit alias Babloo R/o
Gudhiyari Raipur. When

the police asked him to
produce the vehicle docu-
ment of the Pulser vehi-
cle, then he tried to mis-
lead them and later re-
fused to have any docu-
ments in his possession.
On this the team seriously
interrogated him and on
which he accepted his
crime. Apart from this
bike, he informed police
that he had also stolen
iron rods, steel chair and
others.

So it was on location
given by the accused, the
police recovered iron rods,
steel chair, one Pulser bike
and other items worth Rs
70000 and filed a case
under section 379 of IPC
and 41 (1+4) as well.

Blood donation camp held
at Gravity Integrates

Raipur, Jul 04: A blood
donation camp was organ-
ized by Gravity Integrates
Private Limited. It was
held in our Conference
hall. All the preparation
such as arrangements of
beds, sanitation etc. was
made. A team of doctors
and nurses came from
AIIMS. It was open for all
so the People from neigh-
borhood also come to do-
nate blood.

Doctors and nurses
were present throughout
the day taking care of
donors and guiding them
with dos and don’ts re-
garding the blood dona-
tion.

People seemed quite en-

thusiastic for such a noble
cause. Firstly, the weight
was checked and then
he/she was laid on a bed
with a soft ball in their
hand. The process of ex-
tracting blood took close to
half an hour. After this,
they were given Juice and
Biscuit and were asked to
rest for some time. Every
donors were also given a
certificate of appreciation.

We believe such camps
should be organised on a
regular basis to emphasize
the need of creating
awareness among the peo-
ple about the importance
of blood donation. At 4pm
blood camp was over with
a great success.

Accused in cheating a
doctor arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044::  Raipur Police has
arrested an inter-state thug Talim
Hussain on charges of cheating
many by proclaiming himself as
an Army officer. It was based
upon the complaint by the com-
plainant Dr Aditi Singh in
Telibandha police station that on
June 11, 2022 she was duped of
total cash of Rs 2.94 lakh in the
name of getting testing of 15
jawans from CRPF for skin testing
in her clinic by the accused claim-
ing himself to be an officer from
CRPF. A complaint under section
420 was lodged against the
unknown based upon their mobile
numbers. It was based upon the
technical analysis of the mobile
phone numbers and their bank
accounts through which the
phone call was made to the com-
plainant and checking the amount

t r a n s f e r r e d
into the bank,
the police
located the
location of
accused as
one from Nuhu
of Haryana.
Later the police came to know
that the mobile numbers used by
the accused were fake and the
bank accounts too were of differ-
ent places and that they use it
only for cheating people tele-
phonically. The police team camp-
ing in Nuhu of Haryana obtained
information about the accused
Talim Hussain and was taken into
arrest. On interrogation he
accepted his crime and added
that he had cheated many people
from all over the country with
such tactics of claiming himself to
be an Army officer. The team
arrested the accused from his loca-
tion and seized the credit card
used, Aadhar Card, PAN card and
SIM cards and is further investiga-
tion about other frauds done by
him.

Ch’garh govt grants right to approve
layouts to Municipal Corporations

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 04 : In a bid to
solve the difficulties faced
by urban population in
layout approval,
Chhattisgarh Government
has decided to authorize
municipal corporations to
approve the layouts.
Earlier, the approval for
the same had to be taken
from the Municipal
Corporation as well as
Town and Country
Planning Department.

It is worth mentioning

that implementing the
Chief Minister’s an-
nouncement, the Housing
and Environment
Department has issued a
notification today in this
regard.

According to the notifi-
cation issued, Town and
Country Planning
Department has given
rights to approve layouts
within their limits to com-
missioners of 13 munici-
pal corporations including
Raipur, Birgaon, Durg,
Bhilai, Charoda, Risali,
Rajnandgaon, Raigarh,
Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Bilaspur, Korba and
Dhamtari. It has also been
said in the notification
that the work of approval
of the layout will be tech-
nically important as well
as an important part of
the implementation of the
master plan. The officers

holding educational quali-
fication prescribed for the
first and second class offi-
cers of Chhattisgarh town
and country planning can
only be entrusted with the
responsibility of perform-
ing work under the dele-
gated authority. The mu-
nicipal corporations con-
cerned will mandatorily
have to appoint a town
planner for layout ap-
proval.

Similarly, within one
month of the approval of
development permit, ex-
post facto approval has to
be taken for all layouts
from the officials of the
Town and Country
Planning Department of
the district concerned.
The development permits
to be approved will have to
be uploaded in the website
of the Town and Country
Planning Department and

a copy of the approved per-
missions will have to be
submitted to the Town and
Country Planning Office.
The authority of physical
examination and review of
the approved permissions
will be with the officials of
Town And Country
Planning. Similarly, under
the sections of
Chhattisgarh Nagar Tatha
Gram Nivesh Act, the
amount of revenue, fee,
penalty will have to be de-
posited under the relevant
items mentioned in the
Act. The municipal corpo-
ration concerned will be
responsible for violation of
the norms of
Chhattisgarh Nagar Tatha
Gram Nivesh Act,
Chhattisgarh Bhoomi
Vikas Adhiniyam and
Chhattisgarh Town and
Country Planning Rules
and Development Plan.

Chhattisgarh honoured as an ‘Aspiring
Leader’ in India’s start up circuit

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 04: The in-
dustry-friendly policies of
Chhattisgarh have once
again been appreciated by
the Central Government.
A state-wise Startup
Ranking was announced
today by the Central
Department for the
Promotion of Industry

and Internal Trade. In a
program organized by the
Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal in New Delhi,
Chhattisgarh was honored
as an aspiring leader for
the development of start-
up ecosystem in the state.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
have congratulated the of-
ficers and employees of
the Industries Department
for this achievement.

It is worth mentioning
that under Chhattisgarh’s
present Industrial Policy
of 2019-24, Special startup
Package has been imple-
mented to benefit the com-
mencement of startup

units. A total of 748 start-
ups are registered in the
state till date. In the cita-
tion given to Chhattisgarh
as an aspiring leader, it
has been mentioned that
many commendable ini-
tiatives have been taken by
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to encourage start-
ups throughout the state.
The establishment of
Startup Policy, provision
of tax exemption and
grant for startups and es-
tablishment and up-grada-
tion of incubators are the
major initiatives taken by
the state government to
promote start up culture
in the state. Provisions
have been made for co-
working space, mentor-

ship programmes, funding
and technology support
for startups through incu-
bators.

Three officers of
Chhattisgarh namely,
Anurag Pandey, Special
Secretary Commerce and
Industry Department,
Praveen Shukla
Additional Director
Industries, and Suman
Devangan Assistant
Director were honoured
by the Union Minister for
their special contribution
in the startup sector.

It is noteworthy that a
special incentive package
has been announced for
the units recognized by
the Government of India
to be established in
Chhattisgarh. Under this
package, interest subsidy
is a maximum of 70 per-
cent for maximum 11
years, fixed capital invest-
ment grant maximum 55
percent, net SGST reim-
bursement up to maxi-
mum 15 years, electricity
duty exemption up to max-
imum 10 years and other
grants mentioned in
Industrial Policy 2019-24 as

per eligibility. Facility of
exemption in land premi-
um, exemption in stamp
duty, exemption in project
reporting etc. is provided.
Reimbursement of 40 per-
cent of the building rent
for three years, subject to a
maximum limit of Rs 8,000
per month, and 50 percent
reimbursement for partic-
ipation in seminars, work-
shops, symposiums, exhi-
bitions by startup units,
subject to a maximum
limit of one lakh per
annum, is being given. To
encourage startups in
the state, 50 percent of
the expenditure for set-
ting up of incubators is
being given as grant of
maximum amount of Rs.
50 lakh and Rs. 3 lakh per
year for operation.

Under the Industrial
Award Scheme, a provi-
sion has been made to
give awards in the start-
up category. Provision
has been made for the
first, second and third
prizes of Rs 1,51,000, Rs
1,00,000 and Rs 51,000 re-
spectively along with a ci-
tation.

For the develop-
ment of start-up
ecosystems 

Ch’garh’s start-up
friendly policies
garners respect
from the Central
Govt

Union Minister
Piyush Goyal hon-
oured the state in a
program organized
in New Delhi

Total 748 startups
registered in the
state

Implementation of
CM’s announce-
ment 

Notification issued
by Housing and
Environment
Department

p Claiming himself to
be an Army officer
had duped her 
of Rs 2.94 lakh

p Worth Rs 70000

White coat ceremo-
ny successfully held
at Pt. JN Medical
College

Chamber delegation submits
memorandum to LS MP Soni 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries Amar
Parwani, General Secretary Ajay
Bhasin, Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Executive President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram Singhdev,
Ram Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal informed that the
Chamber delegation under the
leadership of Chamber President,
Amar Parwani  submitted a mem-
orandum to Lok Sabha MP  Sunil
Soni  to rollback the increased
rate of 12% GST in footwear prod-
ucts to 5% and exemption from
5% GST on unbranded prepack-
aged food grains.

Chamber State President Amar
Parwani said that the product
related to footwear comes under
an essential commodity, which is
mainly used by the lower and mid-
dle class. The footwear trades
carry out the trade according to
the need of the lower and middle
class people so that the essential
needs of the common men can be
met. At present, the corona epi-
demic has brought big financial
problems for of small and big
footwear traders, small traders
have became unemployed. With
the end of the epidemic, the
traders were back on the path of
recovery and unemployed work-
ers are now started getting
employment which is necessary
for the betterment of the econo-
my of the state.

Parwani further said that dur-
ing the inflation period, shoes up
to a maximum price of Rs 1000
are used as safety shoes by facto-
ry workers, school shoes by stu-
dents, PVC shoes by labourers
and farmers for work in the fields
and daily use. In the form of
affordable rubber slippers used
by different sections of the socie-
ty, the GST rate on which has
been increased from 5% to 12%.
Along with the traders of
footwear products, it will be
adversely affecting the hand
made artisans, cottage and small
scale industries operators, small
businessmen working through
Haat Bazaar and lower and mid-
dle class people of the state.
Regarding the tax levied by the
GST Council on unbranded
prepackaged food grains at the
rate of 5%, Parwani said that at
present there are 3 to 4 lakh
food items traders in the state
including small and big, out of
which the turnover of 70 to 80%
of the traders is Rs 40 lakh and
they are not maintaing book of
accounts and niether registered
in GST. If 5% tax is levied on
unbranded prepackaged food
grains, then this process is com-
plicated for small-medium busi-
nessmen who are busy in their
business, as a result of which
these businessmen only get
entangled in the books of
accounts. 

Training programme on Aesthetic of
Scientific Writing gets underway

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 04: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur is organizing a
one-week short term train-
ing program on Aesthetic
of Scientific Writing using
LaTeX in virtual mode.
The program commenced
on 4th of July, 2022 and
total 63 participants from
IIT, NIT and other insti-
tutes have registered in
this STTP. It’s being organ-
ized by the Department of
Computer Science and
Engineering. The STTP
aims to provide a clear un-
derstanding of the basics
of technical writing and
forming presentations by
using a technical writing
tool LaTeX

Dr. Subhojit Ghosh,
Chairman, Continuing
Education Cell, NIT Raipur
was the Chief Guest, and

Dr. Naresh Kumar
Nagwani, Associate Dean
(Academics), and Dr. Dilip
Singh Sisodia, HoD,
Computer Science and
Engineering were the
Guest of Honour at the in-
auguration ceremony
which involved virtual
lamp lighting and
Saraswati Vandana.

After the inaugural, ses-
sions on ‘Introduction to
LaTeX’ and ‘Creating
Tables and Figures’ were
conducted along with a Lab
session to wrap up the pro-
ceedings for the day.

Dr. AM Rawani, Director,
NIT Raipur is the Patron
and Dr. Jitendra Kumar
Rout, and Dr. Aakanksha
Sharaff, Assistant
Professors, CSE, are the co-
ordinators for this STTP.
The week-long program
will come to an end on 8th
July 2022.

CAIT urge one year lean period for
traders in compliance of ban on

single use plastic
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044::  CAIT  National
Senior Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi,
States Working President
Vikram Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that in wake
of imposition of ban on single
use plastic w.e.f.  July 1st, 2022,
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has on Sunday
sent a communication to Union
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav urging for a
one year lean period with a
conciliatory approach instead
of coercive methods for the
implementation of the ban, for-
mation of a joint committee of
officials and stakeholders for
developing equitable alterna-
tives and launching of a nation
wide education and awareness
drive, support policy for manu-
facturing units for switching
over their business to other
alternatives and thereby pro-
tecting the huge employment,
the Industry is currently having
and plugging the usage of sin-
gle plastic use at the end of
manufacturers of different
commodities.

CAIT National  Senior Vice

President Mr. Amar Parwani &
State President Mr.  Jitendra
Doshi  in the communication
sent to Mr. Yadav said that
since it is the transformation
period therefore serious initia-
tives are required to ensure
that usage of single use plastic
is minimized in phases leading
to total idealistic situation of no
usage of single use plastic.  The
duty of the Government is to
roll out the policy and respec-
tive orders but it may not reach
to desired results and therefore
for such a gigantic task of ush-
ering into a new era having no
usage of single use plastic, a
comprehensive, collaborative
and participatory approach is
needed to ensure that in a short
time, the country should be
free from single use plastic.
Hence, we urge for a ‘participa-
tory governance” as highlight-
ed by Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi several times, to ensure
success of this initiative. 

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi
Parwani urged Mr. Yadav to
direct the concerned depart-
ments not to take any coercive
action against any trader or
unit for at least for first year
and an effective national cam-
paign should be launched with
the support of all stakeholders
to make it a national movement
like Jan Dhan Yojna. They have
suggested for constituting a
joint committee of senior gov-

ernment officials and represen-
tatives of stakeholder with a
time bound mandate of sug-
gesting and developing equi-
table alternatives to single use
plastic so that without any dis-
ruption, the country stops
using single use plastic. It is to
be noted that worldwide, the
Countries have adopted a
``phase-wise” approach to
free the country from plastic
pollution. 

Both trade leaders said that
over the period of more than
four decades, the usage of sin-
gle-use plastic has become
integral with the day today life
of the people . The mass usage
is either in packaging of goods
or handling the goods primarily
because of its negligible price
and easy to handle. It is a mat-
ter of fact that so far the equi-
table alternatives are either not
available or are much costly in
comparison to the price of sin-
gle use plastic.  Their use is
extensive and includes indus-
tries such as food handling,
storage, information technolo-
gy, health care, transportation,
energy management, building
construction, and packaging
etc.An immediate ban on usage
of single use plastic may crip-
ple several economic activities
related to different sectors and
a phase wise implementation
approach is needed-said the
leaders.

National conf on ‘Environmental Protection
and Human Life’ organized at CU

Raipur, Jul 04: A national
conference on environ-
mental protection and
human life was organized
at Guru Ghasidas Central
University, Bilaspur on
Saturday. The program
was inaugurated virtually
by Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Alok Chakrawal. The pro-
gram was organized under
the guidance of Professor
SS Singh, Dean Faculty of
Natural Resources with
the inspiration of the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Chakrawal.

The Chief Guest of this
program was All India
Convener of
Environmental Protection
Activity, Gopal Arya, the
Special Guest was the first
lady of the university,
Prof. Nilambari Dave and
the head of the province,
Dr. Anil who all graced the
occasion. Abhay Bapte,
Lata Gupta and Akshay

Alkari of environmental
protection activity were
also present in the pro-
gram.

During this program,
Vice-Chancellor informed
about the recent tree plan-
tation in the university
and emphasized on efforts
to plant endangered
species of forest species in
the university campus in
the coming time. He also
informed about the plan to
plant 5 acres of
Miyawanki forest in the
campus and about the var-
ious efforts to make the
campus zero emission car-
bon footprint. To save the
environment he laid em-
phasis on 5 essentials
–water, forest, land, ani-
mals, and people.

Gopal Arya in his
speech asked everyone to
pay attention to the 5 sub-
jects and asked for taking
these five subjects serious-

ly in life, and to bring
them into the routine, out
of which the first being
chemical free life, the sec-
ond least paper use, the
third use less plastic,
fourth save power, electric-
ity, petrol, etc. and fifth,
generate oxygen for your-
self in your house, which
includes developing a
house nursery. He de-
scribed these five to be
very important among the
students and such as can
solve many of our prob-
lems. Gopal Arya told the
people present in detail
about trees, water, and
polythene in an interest-
ing manner. What will
happen if 5 minutes of
oxygen is removed from
the atmosphere, he made
aware through a video.
How to complete your rou-
tine with minimum water
was also shown through
the video.

Special Guest, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, in her ad-
dress, discussed in detail
about the various dimen-
sions of the environment
and gave intricate details
in about the role of ani-
mals in our lives and mo-
tivated them to get in-
volved in environmental
protection activities. On
this occasion, the head of
the province, Dr. Anil
while guiding the stu-

dents, called upon them to
join the national environ-
mental protection activi-
ties. In the second session
of the national seminar,
Prof. K. Sahu, Dean of
Agricultural Engineering
College, Mungeli present-
ed his lecture about the
utility of water in human
life. In this session,
Professor S. S. Singh,
Dean, Faculty of Natural
Resources, explained in
detail about the origin of
forests and their contribu-
tion to the development of
human life.

At the end of the second
session, Gopal Arya also
resolved the doubts of the
students and also assured
to take the suggestions re-
ceived to the appropriate
forum. During this, Gopal
Arya inspired all those
present to take the formu-
la of AMG ‘Avoid,
Minimize & Generate’ for
environmental protec-
tion. All the Deans, Heads
of Departments,
Professors, research
scholars and students
present in this program
listened to the whole pro-
gram very attentively and
patiently and resolved
that in their lives they
would do the work of en-
vironmental protection as
effectively as possible at
their level.

Accused in telephonic fraud case nabbed

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: Under the lead-
ership of DIG and SSP Jitendra
Singh Meena, continuous action
is being taken against criminal
elements by the Bastar Police. In
case of telephonic fraud, the
accused are being traced and
investigated by running a special
campaign. In the same sequence,
in two separate cases, Bastar
Police has got major success in
taking action against three
accused of 2 gang who cheated in
the name of verification to start
again SIM in the name of provid-
ing a government job and saying
that the SIM is closed.

In the cheating case in the
name of providing government
job, during June 2022, the appli-
cant Ganesh Ram Kashyap resi-
dent Pathri had submitted an

application for the post of
Assistant Grade 3 in Collectorate
Office Jagdalpur. The said candi-
date was lured by the unknown
accused to get the job of
Assistant Grade-3 to the candi-
date through phone by proclaim-
ing himself to be a staff of
District Collector’s office
Jagdalpur.

After asking for Rs 20000 from
the applicant in his account, he
sent a fake appointment order. As
soon as the applicant came to
know about the fraud, an FIR was
lodged against the concerned
caller mobile holder and the
account holder at the police sta-
tion. The police registered an
offense under Section 420 of the
IPC 66 (D) IT Act of cheating and
took the matter into investiga-

tion. 
During the investigation,

based on the analysis of bank
accounts of the accused in the
case and technical evidence,
information about the presence
of the suspect was found in Bihar.
After this, a team was formed
under the leadership of Inspector
Kishore Kenwat, Dinesh Yadav
and sent to Bihar. A person was
arrested by the said team on the
basis of suspicion in district
Nalanda. On interrogation, he
disclosed his name as Chandan
Kumar resident of Nalanda Bihar.
On interrogation, he accepted to
have cheated the applicant
Ganesh Ram Kashyap of Rs 20000
in the name of getting govern-
ment job through mobile
phone. Mobile phone, laptop,
cash amount and other neces-
sary documents have been
recovered in possession of the
accused. Chandan Kumar,
accused in the case, has been
arrested and brought to
Jagdalpur. The accused has
admitted to committing crimes
in other districts of the state as
well. Regarding which informa-
tion is being sought.

18 players of Raipur bag medals

in Nat’L Muay Thai C’ship

Raipur, Jul 04: The re-
cently concluded National
Muay Thai Championship
( June 16-22) witnessed
Chhattisgarh team emerg-
ing as champion team. 18
players of Raipur district
who were part of the team

bagged medals and out of
them 12 were from Shri
Gujrati School.

Led by the president of
Shri Gujrati Shikshan
Sangh Narayan Bhai Patel,
GSS office bearers feted all
the 23 members of Raipur
district who were part of
the team.12 players of Shri
Gujrati School (07 from
Hindi Medium and 05 from
English Medium) were
handed over Rs 36,000 as
appreciation amount by

the committee members.
GSS President Narayan
Bhai Patel feeling proud
for the team members
wished for their golden fu-
ture. Secretary Tulsi Bhai
Patel unfolded the plans of
GSS to appreciate players
and asked them to pay at-
tention to academics as
well. On this occasion
Secretary duo Tulsi Bhai
Patel, Ashok Bhai Patel,
Treasurer Jayant Bhai
Taunk, Co-Secretary fuo
Vithal Das Patel and
Jayesh Bhai Pithalia and
other committee members
apart from English
Medium School Principal
Dr Shailesh Sharma, Hindi
Medium Principal Anis
Memon, Registrar Asok
Jachak, Administrator V K
Mishra, coach Tikeshwari
Sahu and others, informs
Anis Memon President
District Muay Thai
Association.

Aarya of DPS Raipur
Rolls on Silver

Raipur, Jul 04: Aarya
Singh of DPS Raipur has
engraved her triumph in
the school’s legacy by
grabbing three medals
back-to-back in Roller
Skating Championship
held at Raipur from 17th
June to 19th June 2022.

Organized by the Roller-
Skating Federation of
Chhattisgarh Association,
about 1800 skaters from all
over the prestigious
schools of Chhattisgarh
enrolled in this competi-
tion to prove their mettle.

Deft in her skill and im-
bued with a sense to win,
Aarya raced through the
one lap and four laps of
500+ D to notch 2 silver
medals and a bronze at
Sarona Rink.

This coveted position at
national level brought ap-
plauses from the
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee and the
Headmistress, R. Bhavani.
They felt proud of the un-
usual feat accomplished
by Aarya. Motivating her
further for bettering her
own records, they congrat-
ulated her and wished her
all the best.

The Pro Vice Chairman
Mr. Baldeo Singh Bhatia
and the members of the
management, Mr. Pukhraj
Jain and Mr. Vijay Shah
also congratulated her and
showered their blessings
for her future participa-
tion in such champi-
onships.

CM visited Mata Nageswari Devi temple 
Marwahi, Jul 04: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday kicked off his
mammoth public interac-
tion drive—‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’—in Bilaspur divi-
sion from Marwahi assem-
bly constituency. On his ar-
rival at Marwahi, Mr.
Baghel was accorded a tra-
ditional welcome with ‘gam-
chha’ and spun yarn by the
local public representatives
and the general public.

Chief Minister reached
Mata Nageswari Devi tem-
ple before commencing his
programme in Marwahi

and offered prayers to the
deity with traditional ritu-
als. He prayed for happi-
ness, prosperity and well

being of the people of
Chhattisgarh. The locals be-
lieve that the idol of
Nageshwari Devi, dating
back to about 10th century,
has manifested itself here.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel planted saplings of
Kadamba, Neem and Peepal
trees in the temple premises
after offering prayers to the
goddess, spreading the mes-
sage of greenery and envi-
ronmental protection.

Priority is to benefit people on
education, health front: Kumar

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 04: Newly
posted Collector of Bastar
district, Chandan Kumar,
in the discussion held dur-
ing the first meeting with
the journalists in the
Aastha hall of the
Collectorate soon after tak-
ing charge, said that keep-
ing the culture tradition of
Bastar at the center, he
will make efforts to give
priority to education,
health and to pass on the
benefits of government’s

schemes at the grassroots
level. He stressed upon all
to work as a team for the
development of Bastar. He
said that all the complaints
received through journal-
ists would be dealt with
promptly and instructions
would be given to take ap-
propriate action.

It may be noted that the
newly appointed Collector
of Bastar district,
Chandan Kumar assumed

office today. Chandan
Kumar is an IAS of 2011
batch and before assuming
office in Bastar district, he
has discharged the respon-
sibility of Collector in
Kanker and Sukma dis-
trict, Chief Executive
Officer of Rajnandgaon
and Kanker district, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate in
Bastar and Kanker district.

Responding to the ques-
tions of journalists,
Collector Chandan Kumar
said that teacherless
schools and single teacher
shortage would be re-
moved. Regarding the
problem being faced relat-
ed to the caste certificate,
he said that the
Chhattisgarh government
has simplified the rules for
making caste certificates
and likewise action will be

taken on the basis of the
decision passed in the
gram sabha. He has talked
about working in the direc-
tion of redressing the prob-
lem by setting up a village
secretariat every week at
the panchayat level.
Regarding the problem
being faced by the journal-
ists at the toll booth operat-
ed in Bastar, he said that
whatever arrangements
can be made according to
the rules will be ensured.
In context of the toll booth
operating in Bastar, when
this correspondent asked
that Bastar is a Scheduled
Area where the fifth sched-
ule is in force and in such
situation still a toll both is
being operated against the
rules and on this the
Collector could not give
clear-cut answer

Establish processing units
in Gauthans: Baghel

Baikunthpur, Jul 04:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel chaired a review
meeting of district level of-
ficials in Baikunthpur of
Koriya district on Monday
as a part of his meet and
greet campaign. Heaping
praise on the officials for
their commendable work,
he said his visit to Koriya
district was a pleasant ex-
perience and gave them
best wishes for the future.

The Chief Minister said
that processing units
should be set up in
Gauthans according to the
availability of locally pro-
duced forest medicines to
give maximum benefits to
the farmers and forest
dwellers at local level be-
sides promoting local pro-
duce. Parliamentary
Secretary Ambika Singh
Deo, MLA Gulab Kamro
and Dr. Vinay Jaiswal
were also present in the
meeting.

Stating that forestland

rights certificates are al-
ready being distributed to
the forest dwellers, he
asked to focus on the devel-
opment of Van Dhan
Kendras. He asked the for-
est department officials
maintain transparency in
distribution of incentive
amount for collection of
tendu leaves. Pointing out
that the core objective of
state government’s
scheme is to boost income
of common people, he
asked to ensure that
money is reaching in their
pockets. Heaping praise on
the business activities con-
ducted by women’s group
in Katkona, he said that
they are producing and
selling vermin-compost
from cow dung and also
selling centering plates
useful in building con-
struction, which is a good
sign.

Stating that health and
safety of people of the
state remains our number
one priority, Chief
Minister asked the offi-
cials concerned to ensure
that benefits of healthcare
schemes reach the last per-
son. He urged that the
scheduled time of opera-
tion of Haat Bazar clinic
should be displayed and
people should be made
aware of the clinic timings
and free-of-cost medicine
distribution. He gave di-
rections to the Health
Department to gear up to
tackle seasonal diseases.
Besides, he asked the offi-
cials of the Women and
Child Development
Department to ensure that
nutritious food is provided
to the beneficiaries in the
Anganwadis. In addition,
green vegetables should be
made available in the food

of the beneficiaries for
twelve months to combat
malnutrition.

The Chief Minister
asked the officials of the
Revenue and Tribal
Development Department
to ensure availability of
basic facilities including
electricity, water and
cleanliness in ‘Devgudis’.
Baghel said that in the
cases of tribal women
married in other commu-
nities, ensure that the
legal land rights women
are maintained. He said a
state level team will be
sent for research to resolve
the problems being faced
in making caste certifi-
cates of sub-tribal groups.

Baghel asked to ensure
smooth implementation of
mid-day meal scheme in
schools and timely com-
pletion of syllabus. He
asked the revenue officers
to resolve 170B cases with-
in the time limit. The or-
ders for distribution of
undisputed land conver-
sions issued by the
Panchayats should be up-
dated in the Bhuiyan soft-
ware within the stipulated
time frame. He also re-
viewed the progress of
other departmental
schemes including food
and panchayat depart-
ments.
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According to the
availability of local-
ly produced herbal
medicines

CM chairs meeting
of district level offi-
cials in Baikunthpur

As per tradition and
culture of Bastar

Newly appointed
Collector assumes
office

GSS fetes 12 play-
ers of Gujrati School
who bagged
medals

CU student selected for

post-doctoral scientific

fellowship at USA
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: Dr. Samrat
Rakshit of Department of
Zoology, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur has got
selected for prestigious post-
doctoral scientific fellowship
in Zhang lab, Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) in
the United States under guid-
ance of Assistant Professor
and Cancer Canter Member
Lingbo Zhang. There he exe-
cutes extremely time-sensi-
tive, ground breaking Cancer
research connected with a
Critical Infrastructure
Industry (Healthcare and
Public Health Sector), which is
necessary to facilitate the
immediate and continued eco-
nomic recovery of the United
States.

It has to be prompted that
Dr.Rakshit has completed his
Ph. D under the supervision of
Dr. Monika Bhadauria and
Dr.Satendra Kumar Nirala on
the topic “Preclinical evalua-
tion of Tephrosia purpurea
(Linn.) and its major bioactive-
components against experi-
mental hepatitisin rats” in the
year 2020.

During Ph.D tenure, Dr.
Samrat rakshit has won
C h h a t t i s g a r h Y o u n g
ScientistAward in Biology by
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology in
March, 2019 for outstanding
work in the state. Vice chancel-
lor of Guru Ghasidas University
Dr. Alok Kumar Chakrawal has
appraised Dr. Samrat Rakshit
for this achievement.
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Anwari, Jul 03: The con-
struction of road from
Gram Kalle to Aamadi is
underway and in this Gram
Anwari is also included.
Near Gram Panchayat
Anwari road, the construc-
tion of 'Oxy-zone' is in
progress and its 'poltar' has
been removed. On the other
hand, at sub-health centre
and near Govind's house
drainage construction has
been done and it has not
being covered, posing prob-
lem for the passer-by.

Under Jal-Jeewan
Mission (JJM), water
pipeline has been laid from
Gram Semara to Anwari
and drainage construction
has been done only from
Sirve to Semara and due to
which the pipeline is get-

ting damaged. It is notable
here that an application in
this regard has been given
four to five times and it is
posing lots of problems to
the residents. In Semara a
borewell was operation
near an under-construction
house, which has been de-
molished and motor-ma-
chine has been covered

with an iron plate. During
ongoing rainy season, cur-
rent can pass in entire iron
sheet and villagers are fac-
ing problem in starting or
closing the machine.
Information in this regard
has been given to the de-
partmental officer andn to
Birejhar Chowki as wel, but
so far no action has been

taken and the villagers are
demandig proper action.
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Anwari Puneshwar Sahu
said that he has apprised
the Sarpanch of the village
many a times, but it has
been sidelined and demand-
ed the local authorities and
governance to take neces-
sary action.

CPVA member lays stone for CC road

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Jul 04: The
member Chhattisgarh
Pichada Varg Aayog
(CPVA) Mahesh
Chandravanshi laid the
stone for construction of
CC Road at the cost of Rs 3
lakh in  Gram Panchayat
Pusera from 'Pichada Varg
Vikas' head. The Janpad
reps and villagers wel-
comed the guest and then
the stone was laid.

On this occasion infor-
mation was given about
public welfare schemes of
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment. Hailing the works
of the present government,
Chandravanshi said that

the Congress government
is for the welfare of farm-
ers, labouers and poor. In
this programme along with
chief guest Mahesh
Chandravanshi, member
SC Development Authority
Dinesh Kosaria was also
present and it was chaired
by Vishnu Sahu and as spe-
cial guests- Radhelal
Bhaskar, Vishnu

Chandrakar, Paleswar
Chandrakar, BCC
President Naveen Jaiswal,
Jawahar Sahu,
Deenbandhu Chandrakar,
Mannu Chandrakar,
Videsh Chandrakar
(President Sewa Sahakar
Pouni), Vishnu
Chandrakar (sr. Congmen);
Jawahar Sahu and others
were present.
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Mungeli, Jul 04: With the
agriculture work gaining
momentum, the villagers
who have gone out for
earning livelihood are re-
turning. With desire for
earning more, the labour-
ers on completion of farm-
ing work last year had left
for big cities like Delhi,
Kanpur, J&K and others to
earn livelihood. On
Sunday the labourers from
such cities were found
downloading their luggage
from the buses.

The series of arrival of
migrated labourers from
the state has started with
arrival of monsoon. One
of the labourer's
Rajkumar informed that
the big works during rainy

season in big cities come
to a standstill and due to
which they have returned
home. On completion of
this year's agriculture
work, they all would again
return to big cities for
want of labour work and
to earn more, he added.

During rains, he said
that they get sufficient
labour work and are able
to earn livelihood for their
family. The labourers pres-
ent informed that on mi-
grating to big cities, they
not only sufficient money,
but also come to know
about the development in
different fields and learn a
lot. The labourers in the
village generally earn Rs
150 per day and therefore
in order to earn more, they
go out to big cities. They

said that it is not migra-
tion, but a search for bet-
ter job and employment in
other cities 

One of the labourer's in-
formed that due to bad fi-

nancial problem he had to
drop his studies in-be-
tween and went to Kanpur
and started into construc-
tion line work. So long as
there is work, the contrac-

tor provides them shelter
to live. In order to better
their standard of living,
the labourers generally
prefer to go out to big
cities like Lucknow, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Nagpur, J&K
and others.

With arrival of mon-
soon and start of agricul-
ture work, they have start-
ed coming back and would
work here for four months
of rainy season. They in-
formed that since they are
not having irrigation facil-
ity they are unable to take
any crop and are unable to
meet wants of family
members. So they go out to
earn more livelihood.
After crop harvesting they
would all got out again to
work as labourers outside
in big cities.
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Kharora, Jul 04: The fes-
tival of 'Rathyatra' was cel-
ebrated with great enthu-
siasm in city on Friday.
The 'Rathyatra' of three
deities viz. Lord Shri
Jagannath, brother
Balbhadra and sister
Subhadra was taken out
seated on a chariot and it
passed through Gandhi
Chowk with devotees pres-
ent and completing a small
de-tour of the city.

This year there was
great enthusiasm among
the devotees related to the
'Rathyatra' and to seek
blessings of all three the
devotees pulled the chari-
ot. During this the deities
were welcomed by people
at different places and
sought blessings for peace
and prosperity of all and

they also offered prayers
to Lord Shri Jagannath.
The devotees on this occa-

sion were distributed spe-
cial 'prasad' made out of
'Gajamoong'.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 03:
Collector Rajat Bansal was
bit touching farewell by
the officers and employees
of the district administra-
tion here on Friday.
Collector Bansal has been
posted as Collector
District Balodabazar
Bhatapara as per orders
from GAD. A memento
was presented to the
Collector in the farewell
ceremony held at the
Prerna Room located in
the Collectorate.

On this occasion, the
Collector said that with
due support of the em-
ployees of the district of-
fice towards their work
that they got full opportu-
nity for creative works
here. He said that due to
the good behavior of the

employees he were sure
that there would be no
hindrance in the work of
any villager coming to the
office.

Describing Bastar as a
district very rich in histor-
ical, cultural and natural
beauty, he said that it can
be developed as a tribal
capital by making the
whole world aware of
richness of art & culture
of Bastar.

He said that the tribal
people are living here
since ages with the same
lifestyle as the rich people
abroad.He emphasized on
preserving the diversity of
language and dialect and
the art of living in harmo-
ny with the nature.

He said that Bastar is
now well-connected with
road, rail and air and this
will speed up development

works. He said that there
is a need to prepare the
youth here for big posi-
tions by taking them for-
ward in the field of sports
and develop them into
skilled entrepreneurs
with full dedication.

Apart from  increasing
confidence of the people
towards administration,
he also emphasized on in-
creasing the participation

of the people in the devel-
opment works. He also ap-
pealed to all the employees
to maintain cordial behav-
ior with the general public
and to complete the works
of the poor on priority.

On this occasion, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat, Rohit
Vyas, while highlighting
the personality of Rajat
Bansal said that the per-

son who is always en-
dowed with the qualities
of truth, forgiveness, mod-
esty, etc., are successful in
all fields.

The success of Bansal is
a perfect example of this.
Joint Collector Dinesh
Nag highlighted the devel-
opment works done under
the leadership of Bansal.
Along with this, the em-
ployees of the Collectorate
including Joint Director of
Fund, Accounts and
Pension Dheeraj
Nasheene, Tokapal Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Ms.
Aastha Rajput also shared
their experiences during
the work done with the
Collector Mr. Bansal and
wished him a bright fu-
ture. Vote of thanks was
proposed by Jagdalpur
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Omprakash Verma.

Two killed in collision
of two bikes

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 04: On
Saturday afternoon, two
bikes collided in the forest
of village Nandpura of
Bhanpuri police station
area, following which 02
youths died on the spot. As
soon as the information
about the incident reached
the police, they rushed to
the spot and started inves-
tigation.

According to the infor-
mation received, both the
bike riders were moving at
a high speed and they were
not even wearing helmets.
When both of them collid-
ed due to the high speed of
the motorcycle, both of
them suffered head in-
juries.

Both died due to serious
injuries. The dead have
not been identified. After
the proceedings, the bod-
ies are being sent for post-
mortem and search is on
for the relatives of the de-
ceased. Bhanpuri police
station in-charge Rajesh
Marai said that in the af-
ternoon, information was
received that a road acci-
dent had occurred be-
tween Nandpura and
Baniyagaon, in which 02
people were seriously in-
jured. After which when
the team reached the spot,
it was found that both the
bike riders had died.
Police is trying to identify
the dead on the basis of
the number of the 
motorcycle.

‘CM showers gifts of various devp works for Marwahi’
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Marwahi, Jul 04: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
commenced his Bhent-
Mulaqat tour in Bilaspur
division from Marwahi as-
sembly constituency.
There, Chief Minister
prayed for happiness and
prosperity of people of the
state and performed cus-
tomary rituals at the an-
cient temple of Mata
Nageswari at Marwahi. He
also unveiled a life size
statue of tribal leader Late

Dr. Bhanwar Singh Porte
in the college premises of
Marwahi.

In response to the re-
quest of localites, Chief
Minister announced com-
mencement of post-gradu-
ate classes in Rani
Durgavati Government
College, Marwahi, estab-
lishment of a polytechnic
college, construction of an
asphaltized road to the
government college for im-
proving the status of high-
er education in the village.
He also announced con-
struction of Anicut-cum-
causeway on Daldali Nala,
and opening of a primary
health center in village
Andi for healthcare facili-
ties.

New setup for the center
and a new police station at
village Seoni, Khodari,
Kodgar was also an-
nounced. Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel inau-
gurated the new Tehsil
building at Marwahi,
which has been construct-
ed at a cost of Rs.71.12
lakh. At the onset Chief
Minister inaugurated the
Bhent-Mulaqat program
by lighting the lamp and

garlanding the oil painting
of Chhattisgarh Mahtari.

In his address to the au-
dience, Chief Minister
said that only two years
have passed since the for-
mation of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
but the development of
this region is in a full
swing. Public facilities are
being developed continu-
ously in the district. New
offices are being started.
During the meeting,
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Naror,
Narendra Singh Maravi
openly praised the govern-

ment schemes and said
that the schemes of state
government, especially
Godhan Nyay Yojana, have
brought prosperity in the
lives of the villagers.

He complained about
the encroachment of the
pasture on government
land by a local person.
Besides, there was a de-
mand for community
building in the village, on
which Chief Minister di-
rected the District
Collector to examine de-
mand and take necessary
action. Mrs. Rukhmani
Das Manikpuri of village

Kargikala demanded ac-
commodation from the
Chief Minister. She said
that she did not have a res-
idence.

Chief Minister directed
the Collector to ensure the
availability of housing fa-
cility to Rukmani and pro-
vide her the benefit of gov-
ernment schemes. Chief
Minister presented a
check of Rs 10,000 to
Rukhmani Das
Manikpuri, as compensa-
tion amount. Praising the
Haat Bazar Clinic scheme,
Mr. Vishal Ureti of
Kargikala said that Haat

Bazar Clinic is organized
regularly in his village
and he avails the free
check up and treatment fa-
cility there, whenever he
is sick.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel interacted with
Kanchi Ghritesh, a stu-
dent of Swami Atmanand
School. Chief Minister
told the student that he
would ask questions in
Chhattisgarhi, which the
student would have to an-
swer in English. To which
the student also replied in
fluent English. Chief
Minister discussed about
the education and facili-
ties in the school and moti-
vated Kanchi for regular
studies.

Meanwhile, Regional
MLA Dr. K.K. Dhruv,
Bilaspur MLA Dr.
Shailesh Pandey, Member
of Chhattisgarh
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Mrs.
Archana Porte, Member of
Chhattisgarh Youth
Commission Mr. Uttam
Vasudev, Bilaspur District
Panchayat Vice President
Mr. Arun Singh Chouhan
were also present.

p In Gram Panchayat
Pusera
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PG classes started in
Rani Durgavati Govt
College, Marwahi

Road to Government
College, Polytechnic
College Asphaltized

Anicut-cum-
Causeway on Daldali
Nala, new setup for
primary health center
at Andi

New police station in
village Seoni,
Khodari, Kodgar

Inaugurates new
tehsil building

Collector Bansal bid touching farewell
By the staff of District Collector’s office

Seen downloading their luggage at the Bus Stand

CM visits Pondi Primary
Health Center
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Pondi, Jul 04: Chief
Minister on Sunday in-
quired about the well
being of newbie mothers
Phoolbasia and Santoshi
in the maternity ward
and presented them a bas-
ket of fruits, birth certifi-
cates of their babies and a
cheque of Rs 1400 under
Janani Suraksha Yojana.
He was on a visit to Pondi
Primary Health Center as
a part of his meet and
greet campaign.

Chief Minister em-
braced 7-month-old baby
girl Garima of Staff
Nurse Unita Singh who
accompanied her mother
on duty. "She will also be-
come a doctor", said Mr.
Baghel while lovingly
looking at the baby.

The Chief Minister in-

spected various facilities
available at the health
centre including OPD,
registration counter,
nurse room and materni-
ty ward. He inquired
about the condition of
Mrs. Sumati Devi, a resi-
dent of village Sakaria,
admitted at the health
centre for the treatment of
malaria fever.

PHC staff informed the
chief minister that this
health center was estab-
lished in 1967. The num-
ber of deliveries at the
centre is around 50 to 60
per month. The staff pre-
sented a memento to the
Chief Minister. He urged
the doctors and staff to
serve people with integri-
ty and dedication.

Rathyatra taken out with enthusiasmMigrated labourers have started returning home

Drinking water crisis looming large

MONSOON RAINS

Commuters move on a road amid monsoon rains, in Mumbai, Monday.

SWAB SAMPLE 

A healthcare worker collects a swab sample from a prisoner before he appears in court, at a government dispensa-

ry, in Patna, Monday.

JNU’s academic council approves exit option
to engineering students of dual degree

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

The Academic Council
of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) has ap-
proved the exit option for
the students of the dual-
degree programme in the
School of Engineering
admitted from the 2018-
2019 batch onwards.

The decision was taken
at the 160th meeting of
the Academic Council,
which is the main aca-
demic authority of the
university.

In a notification dated
July 1, Deputy Registrar
(Evaluations) Manoj
Kumar Manuj noted that
the students who have
successfully completed

their BTech degree can
avail the exit option.

“Acting in the spirit of
the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the
Academic Council in its
160(A) meeting held on
01.06.2022, vide item
No.3(xii), has approved to
offer the exit option to
the students of dual de-
gree (four-year B.Tech
and one-year
M.Tech/MS) programme
in the School of
Engineering admitted
from 2018-2019 batch on-
ward,” the notification
read.

The NEP, approved by
the Union Cabinet, re-
placed the 34-year-old
National Policy on

Education framed in
1986. It is aimed at paving
the way for transforma-
tional reforms in schools
and higher education
systems to make India a
global knowledge super-
power.

A choice between
three-year and four-year
undergraduate courses,
multiple entry and exit
options in degree cours-
es, adding 3.5 crore seats
in higher education insti-
tutions, which will now
have a single regulator,
discontinuation of
M.Phil programmes and
fixation of fees are
among the higher educa-
tion reforms outlined in
the NEP.

MoU signed to improve livelihood of
STs, Adivasis in Assam 

Guwahati, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Bharat Rural Livelihoods
Foundation (BRLF) on
Monday said it has joined
hands with Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) to
improve the employment op-
portunities of ST and Adivasi
communities in two Assam
districts.

BRLF and BTC signed an
agreement to implement a
project on improving the
socio-economic condition of
some specific communities in
Bodoland, the society under
the Union Ministry of Rural
Development said in a state-
ment. According to the MoU,
the ‘Transforming the Lives
of Bodoland Tribes’ project

will cover 40,000 households
belonging to the tribal and
the Adivasi communities in
two blocks of Baksa and an-
other two blocks of Udalguri
districts over four years. The
project aims at increasing the
income levels through liveli-
hood development initiatives
like improvement in land and
water conditions with a rise
in agriculture and off-farm
activities of the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and Adivasis of
Bodoland.

It will also focus on en-
hancing the education levels
of children through im-
proved retention levels in
schools and quality learning,
better governance of local
bodies, and enhanced capaci-

ties of community centres.
Speaking on the develop-
ment, BRLF chief executive
officer Pramathesh Ambasta
said, “This project envisages
that civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) will provide fa-
cilitation support to the
Gram Panchayats and front-
line government functionar-
ies.” While the BRLF would
contribute to the CSO facilita-
tion support and capacity-
building cost, physical work
and input support to the tar-
geted households would be
carried out by leveraging fi-
nancial resources from gov-
ernment flagship schemes
like MGNREGA and other
line departments working
under BTC, he said.

Govt to conduct training programmes for eco-club
members over SUP ban

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

To spread awareness
about the recently im-
plemented ban on sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP)
items, Delhi govern-
ment will impart train-
ing to the members of
various eco-clubs in the
capital.

This training pro-
gramme, to be conduct-
ed on July 19, is being
conducted in collabora-
tion with the United
Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

There are around
2,000 eco-clubs in Delhi.

The members of the
eco clubs will further

help create awareness
across the capital about
the impact of SUP on
the environment and its
available alternatives,
an official said.

On Sunday,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said there is a
lot of confusion among
the public and even
some government agen-
cies regarding the items
covered under the ban.

He said people think a
ban on SUP items
means a ban on plastic
carry bags and that is
why there was an ur-
gent need to create
awareness among the
public. Plastic carry

bags having thickness
more than 75 microns
are not covered under
the ban. However, the
thickness will have to be
increased to 120 mi-
crons from December
31. The government will
conduct a training ses-
sion for its enforcement
teams so that there is no
confusion while imple-
menting the ban, the
minister had said earli-
er. It will also issue a
helpline number to reg-
ister complaints if ac-
tion is taken for using
products that are not
banned, he said.

The revenue depart-
ment and the Delhi

Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) have
constituted 33 and 15
teams, respectively, to
ensure enforcement of
the ban. The Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to
be lenient towards the
violators for the initial
10 days and has
launched a massive
campaign to create
awareness against SUP
commodities and pro-
mote their alternatives.

Punitive action will
include a fine of up to
Rs 1 lakh or a jail term
of up to five years or
both under the
E n v i r o n m e n t
Protection Act.

Courts not casino for litigants to place
bets masquerading as legal claim: HC

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI)

A court is not a casino
for a litigant to place a bet
masquerading as a legal
claim, said the Delhi High
Court on Monday, assert-
ing that Lady Justice is
blindfolded to be non-par-
tisan but is not blind to
mischief, deception, or
fraud by dishonest liti-
gants making a mockery
of the judicial process.

Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani stated that a
court is a forum for laying
serious, bona-fid claims
and not a place for fraudu-
lent game-playing by dis-
honest litigants to get judi-
cial sanction for false
claims and they cannot be
permitted to bring a dis-

honest claim and then
withdraw it when the dis-
honesty is discovered.

The judge asserted that
fraud or fraudulent con-
duct in a court of law viti-
ates all proceedings and if
it appears to a court that
fraud is being played upon
it, it must not permit a liti-
gant to obtain any benefit
and must nip any such ef-
fort in the bud.

A court is not a casino
for a litigant to place a bet
masquerading as a legal
claim, and to later with-
draw from the proceedings
if he finds he has a losing
hand. No legal proceed-
ings may be initiated by a
litigant by way merely of a
gamble as if placing a
wager, from which the liti-

gant may conveniently
withdraw at any time if
matters are not going his
way, said the judge.

Lady Justice is blind-
folded only so as to be non-
partisan; but not to be
blind to mischief, decep-
tion or fraud being played-
out before it by dishonest
litigants making a mock-
ery of the judicial process,
the court stated.

The court’s observa-
tions were made in light of
its prima facie view in a
lawsuit that the plaintiff
and defendant, who
claimed to be the buyer
and seller of a property, re-
spectively, were attempt-
ing to obtain directions to
fructify what may be an il-
legal transaction in rela-

tion to the sale and the
plaintiff was now seeking
permission to withdraw
the case to evade scrutiny.

The court said that the
right to withdraw a suit is
not absolute and no proce-
dure of law can be made a
tool to perpetuate deceit in
a court of law and dis-
missed the plaintiff ’s ap-
plication seeking with-
drawal of the suit and al-
lowed another party
which claimed that the
subject property was
owned by another corpo-
rate entity and had encum-
brances over it to be im-
pleaded as a party defen-
dant in the matter

A court is never power-
less to deal with a dishon-
est litigant, it added.

Don’t nudge us to seek independent
Tamil Nadu, says DMK’s Raja

Chennai, Jul 4 (PTI) 

DMK leader A Raja has
implored Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to provide
‘state autonomy’ to Tamil
Nadu, and not push them
to seek an independent
country.

Though the icon of the
Dravidian movement,
Thanthai Periyar stood
for an independent Tamil
Nadu, the DMK moved
away from it, Raja said on
Sunday addressing a
party meet of representa-
tives of urban local bod-
ies. The conference was
held in Namakkal in west-
ern Tamil Nadu.

The party, though ac-
cepted Periyar, backed in-
tegrity and democracy

and said, ‘long live India’
and the party continues to
stick to that line.

“I am telling Amit Shah
and the Prime Minister
with utmost humility, I
implore you in the pres-
ence of (our) leaders on
the dais, our Chief
Minister is journeying on
the path of Anna (C N
Annadurai, former Chief
Minister and DMK
founder), do not push us
on the path of Periyar. Do
not make us seek a sepa-
rate country, give state au-
tonomy and we will not
rest till then,” he said.

Raja’s remark invited
sharp criticisms in the so-
cial media with several
hitting out at him for ‘sep-
aratist’ comment while
others backed him.

BJP national general

secretary C T Ravi termed
the DMK leader’s state-
ment regarding demand
for an independent coun-
try of Tamil Nadu, as the
regional party’s accept-
ance of failure of its
Dravidian politics.

Ravi, who is the J P
Nadda-led party’s in-
charge of Tamil Nadu,
said the BJP’s growth in
the State has turned the
heat on the ruling DMK
there.

“If they (DMK) are talk-
ing such things in Tamil
Nadu after doing five
decades of politics, it is
clear that BJP’s growth is
turning the heat on them.
Realising that their ideol-
ogy has failed, they are
talking about such
things,” Ravi said in
Bengaluru.

MLAs under CBI scanner
in DTC transfer-posting

corruption case
New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Two Aam Aadmi Party
MLAs have come under
the scanner of the CBI for
allegedly influencing
transfer and posting of
drivers in the Delhi
Transport Corporation,
officials said on Monday.

They said Deputy CGM
of DTC Shakil Ahmed, ar-
rested in a bribery case,
claimed during question-
ing that many MLAs used
to interfere in the transfer
and posting-related issues
of drivers and other DTC
staff.

Ahmed is understood to
have told the investiga-
tors that two MLAs —
Mukesh Ahlawat from
Sultanpur Majra and
Sanjeev Jha from Burari
— had written letters to
him to influence the post-
ings, the officials claimed.

“Whether there was a
quid pro quo in such rec-
ommendations is a mat-

ter for probe for the CBI.
Their alleged roles will be
investigated as the case
progresses,” an official
said.

When contacted
Ahlawat said that as a
public representative, if
people came to him with
their problems, he might
have called up the offi-
cials.

“I might have spoken to
officials to transfer people
close to their place of resi-
dence if any one would
have approached me.
That’s my duty as a public
representative,” Ahlawat
told PTI.

Jha’s staff said he was
busy in the assembly ses-
sion.

The CBI had arrested
Ahmed and five others in
a bribery case involving
an amount of Rs 91,000
for the appointment of
two candidates as consult-
ants in the corporation
last week, the officials

said.
Following the arrest,

the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) con-
ducted searches in which
cash amounting to Rs 40
lakh (approximately) was
recovered from Ahmed,
they said.

Besides Ahmed, the
agency has also arrested
his former personal assis-
tant Sunil, Depot
Manager, Sector 3,
Rohini, Kirti Bala Malik,
retired DTC official
Mahender, retired assis-
tant traffic inspector
Saffuzzama and DTC offi-
cial Jeetu, the officials
said, adding that all have
been sent to judicial cus-
tody. It is alleged that the
accused indulged in ille-
gal activities in the ap-
pointment of a retired as-
sistant traffic inspector to
the post of consultant in
the DTC in lieu of undue
advantages of varying
amounts, they said.
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CM as MLA 

Agartala: Chief
Minister Manik Saha,
who won the by-elec-
tion from Town
Bardowali assembly
seat, will take oath as
MLA on July 8,
Tripura Speaker
Ratan Chakraborty
on Monday. Saha met
Rajya Sabha chair-
man and Vice-presi-
dent M Venkiah
Naidu in Delhi on
Monday and tendered
his resignation as
Rajya Sabha MP, the
speaker told the
media. Three of the
four MLAs elected in
the by-election, Sudip
Roy Barman
(Congress), Manila
Debnath (BJP) and
Swapna Das (BJP)
were sworn in on
June 29. Saha did not
take oath due to ‘tech-
nical reasons’.

Oppn leader 
Mumbai: NCP leader
Ajit Pawar was on
Monday named the
leader of opposition
in Maharashtra
Assembly. He suc-
ceeds BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis, who was
sworn in as Deputy
CM on June 30.
Speaker Rahul
Narvekar announced
that Pawar will take
over as Leader of
Opposition in the
Assembly, adding
NCP has emerged as
the single largest op-
position party in the
288-member House.
Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde de-
scribed Ajit Pawar as
a mature politicians
and administrator.

Threat calls 
Mumbai: The person-
al assistant of
Samajwadi Party
MLA Abu Asim Azmi
approached police
claiming he had re-
ceived threatening
phone calls over the
party opposing the re-
naming of
Aurangabad and
Osmanabad as
Sambhajinagar and
Dharashiv respective-
ly, an official said on
Monday. Hours before
Uddhav Thackeray re-
signed as
Maharashtra chief
minister on June 29,
the Maha Vikas
Aghadi cabinet,
which also included
Congress and NCP
ministers, approved
the renaming of
Aurangabad as
Sambhajinagar and
Osmanabad as
Dharashiv.

Congmen held 
Amaravati: In what the
Special Protection Group
(SPG) saw as a major
breach of security, black
balloons were released into
the flight path of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Mi-17 helicopter as he took
off from the Vijayawada
International Airport (VIA)
for Bhimavaram on
Monday. State police, how-
ever, denied there was any
breach of security but said
one Congress worker has
been apprehended in this
connection, while three
other party workers were
arrested for trying to enter
the airport with black bal-
loons.

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha submits his
resignation as Rajya
Sabha MP to Vice
President M. Venkaiah
Naidu at the Vice
Presidents House, in
New Delhi, Monday.
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Suspect arrested
The Hague: Dutch
prosecutors on
Monday arrested a 27-
year-old Polish man
suspected of organis-
ing the killing of well-
known crime reporter
Peter R. de Vries, al-
most exactly a year
after he was gunned
down in an
Amsterdam street in
an attack that
shocked the
Netherlands. The
man, whose identity
was not released, is
suspected of “direct-
ing those who carried
out the murder of De
Vries,” prosecutors
said in a statement.
They released no fur-
ther details. However,
they said that their in-
vestigation into who
ordered the hit and
why continues.
Prosecutors have
sought a life sentence
for two men accused
in De Vries’ slaying, a
21-year-old Dutchman
identified only as
Delano G. and a
Polish national,
Kamil E. Judges are
scheduled to deliver
their verdicts in their
trial July 14. De Vries
was shot at close
range in a downtown
Amsterdam street on
July 6 last year.

Navy offers 
Dubai: The US Navy’s
Mideast-based 5th
Fleet is starting to
offer rewards for in-
formation that could
help sailors intercept
weapons, drugs and
other illicit ship-
ments across the re-
gion amid tensions
over Iran’s nuclear
program and
Tehran’s arming of
Yemen’s Houthi
rebels. While avoiding
directly mentioning
Iran, the 5th Fleet’s
decision to offer cash
and other goods for
actionable intelli-
gence in the Persian
Gulf and other strate-
gic waterways may in-
crease pressure on the
flow of weapons to the
Houthis as a shaky
cease-fire still holds in
Yemen. Already, the
Houthis have threat-
ened a new allied task
force organised by the
5th Fleet in the Red
Sea, though there’s
been no attack by the
Iranian-backed forces
on the Navy in the
time since.

Gunman acted
Copenhagen: Danish
police believe a shop-
ping mall shooting
that left three people
dead and four others
seriously wounded
was not terror-relat-
ed. They said Monday
that the gunman
acted alone and ap-
pears to have selected
his victims at ran-
dom. Copenhagen
chief police inspector
Soren Thomassen
said the victims a 17-
year-old boy and a 17-
year-old girl, both
Danes, and a 47-year-
old Russian man were
killed when the gun-
man opened fire on
Sunday afternoon in
the Field’s shopping
mall, one of
Scandinavia’s
biggest.

Winnie Harlow, from left,
and models wear cre-
ations as part of Iris van
Herpen Haute Couture
Fall/Winter 2022-2023
fashion collection pre-
sented Monday.

Pokrovsk, Jul 4 (AP) 

Russian President
Vladimir Putin on
Monday declared victory
in the eastern Ukrainian
region of Luhansk, one
day after Ukrainian forces
withdrew from their last
remaining bulwark of re-
sistance in the province.

Russia’s Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu re-
ported to Putin in a tele-
vised meeting Monday
that Russian forces had
taken control of Luhansk,
which together with the
neighbouring Donetsk
province makes up
Ukraine’s industrial
heartland of Donbas.

Shoigu told Putin that
the operation was complet-
ed on Sunday after
Russian troops overran
the city of Lysychansk,
the last stronghold of
Ukrainian forces in
Luhansk.

Putin, in turn, said that
the military units that
took part in active hostili-
ties and achieved success,
victory in Luhansk,
should rest, increase their
combat capabilities.

Putin’s declaration
came as Russian forces
tried to press their offen-
sive deeper into eastern

Ukraine after the
Ukrainian military con-
firmed that its forces had
withdrawn from
Lysychansk on Sunday.

Luhansk governor
Serhii Haidai said on
Monday that Ukrainian
forces had retreated from
the city to avoid being sur-
rounded.

There was a risk of
Lysychansk encirclement,
Haidai told the Associated
Press, adding that
Ukrainian troops could
have held on for a few
more weeks but would
have potentially paid too

high a price.
We managed to do cen-

tralised withdrawal and
evacuate all injured,
Haidai said. We took back
all the equipment, so from
this point withdrawal was
organised well.

The Ukrainian General
Staff said Russian forces
were now focusing their ef-
forts on pushing toward
the line of Siversk,
Fedorivka and Bakhmut
in the Donetsk region,
about half of which is con-
trolled by Russia.

The Russian army has
also intensified its shelling

of the key Ukrainian
strongholds of Sloviansk
and Kramatorsk, deeper
in Donetsk.

On Sunday, six people,
including a 9-year-old girl,
were killed in the Russian
shelling of Sloviansk and
another 19 people were
wounded, according to
local authorities.
Kramatorsk also came
under fire on Sunday.

An intelligence briefing
Monday from the British
Defense Ministry support-
ed the Ukrainian mili-
tary’s assessment, noting
that Russian forces will
now almost certainly
switch to capturing
Donetsk. The briefing said
the conflict in Donbas has
been grinding and attri-
tional, and is unlikely to
change in the coming
weeks.

While the Russian army
has a massive advantage
in firepower, military ana-
lysts say that it doesn’t
have any significant supe-
riority in the number of
troops.

That means Moscow
lacks resources for quick
land gains and can only
advance slowly, relying on
heavy artillery and rocket
barrages to soften
Ukrainian defenses.

Putin declares victory in embattled
Donbas region of Luhansk

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigus report during their meet-
ing in the Kremlin in Moscow, Monday.

Beijing, Jul 4 (PTI)

A total of 12 bodies, be-
lieved to be of the people who
went missing after a floating
crane sank off the coast of
China’s Guangdong Province,
were found on Monday, the
provincial maritime search
and rescue centre said.

The floating crane of an
offshore wind-farm project
was found via a monitoring
system to be in danger after
its mooring chain broke
while it was taking shelter
from typhoon Chaba in wa-
ters near the city of
Yangjiang on Saturday.

The crane later sank with

27 people going missing. One
person was rescued.

The 12 bodies were recov-
ered in an area about 50 nau-
tical miles southwest of the
site where the floating crane
sank, and relevant depart-
ments are stepping up the
identification work, said the
centre. A total of seven
planes, 246 vessels and 498
fishing boats have been mo-
bilised to carry out searches
for the remaining missing
people in targeting areas in-
cluding beaches and
nearshore and offshore area,
the state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. Chaba, the
third typhoon of the year,

made landfall in the coastal
area of Maoming City in
Guangdong on Saturday.

China’s State Flood
Control and Drought Relief
Headquarters on Saturday
upgraded its emergency re-
sponse for flood and typhoon
control to Level III, in light of
possible floods triggered by
the third and fourth typhoons
of the year.

Typhoon Aere, the fourth
typhoon of the year, is fore-
cast to approach the East
China Sea on the weekend.

China has a four-tier flood-
control emergency response
system, with level I being the
most severe.

12 bodies found after
floating crane sank 

CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuull  44  ((PPTTII))::  Sri Lanka’s
opposition Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) on Monday
urged the government to share
the details of an alleged bomb
threat as outlined in a reported
communique between the police
chief and the defence ministry
secretary ahead of the Black
Tiger day marked by the LTTE on
July 5. JVP leader Anura Kumara
Dissanayake told reporters that
Police chief CD Wickremaratna
had addressed Defence Ministry
Secretary Kamal Gunaratne by a
letter dated June 27 and alerted
him to the alleged threat.

Dissanayake claimed that an
unidentified foreign intelligence

service was to carry out an
explosion in either the north and
east regions or in the south to
mark the Black Tiger day on
either July 5 or 6. He, however,
did not name the foreign agency.
Accordingly, all employees of
foreign establishments located
in Jaffna and VIPs have been
advised to stay indoors on the
two days, according to the infor-
mation provided by the police
chief to the defence ministry
secretary in the said letter.
Dissanayake urged the govern-
ment to provide full details as to
how the information came to be
gathered or if this was an
attempt by the government to

curb the raging public protests
against it over the current eco-
nomic and fuel crisis. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) during their 30 year cam-
paign to set up a separate Tamil
state in the north and east
regions commemorated the
Black Tiger Week early July
marking their first suicide bomb
attack by their cadre termed
Captain Miller’ on July 5, 1987.

The government in the past
beefed up security on July 5
every year across the country to
prevent attacks by the LTTE to
mark the event until the militant
group was militarily defeated in
May 2009.

Opposition JVP asks govt to share details on alleged bomb threat

Islamabad, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa has issued fresh di-
rections to his commanders
and officers, including from
the ISI, to stay away from
politics after leaders of
ousted prime minister
Imran Khan-led party al-
leged that some officials of
the country’s intelligence
agency were trying to “ma-
nipulate” the upcoming by-
elections in Punjab, accord-
ing to a media report on
Monday. Pakistan Army
had earlier said that it has
nothing to do with politics
and it would remain apoliti-
cal in the future as well.

Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Bajwa has
issued fresh directions to all
his commanders and key of-
ficers to stay away from pol-

itics and avoid interacting
with politicians, The News
newspaper reported. These
directions have been given
in the wake of Imran Khan-
led Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf ’s propaganda against
the military establishment
alleging certain ISI officials
of trying to manipulate the
upcoming by-elections in
Punjab to the disadvantage
of the party, the report said.
Defence sources lament that
the ISI sector commander,
Lahore, Brigadier Rashid,
who is being maligned by
the PTI leaders, is not
even in Lahore for over a
fortnight in connection
with some of his profes-
sional work in Islamabad.

PTI leader and former
health minister Punjab
Yasmin Rashid recently
named the sector com-
mander and alleged him

of having been involved in
politics to manipulate by-
elections in Punjab.

Former foreign minister
and Deputy Chairman of
PTI Shah Mehmood
Qureshi had also alleged
that some invisible forces
are active to influence the
by-elections in the province
against the party.

Recently, former prime
minister Khan also alleged
that some of his candidates
have complained to him of
receiving telephone calls
from unknown numbers.

Pak Army chief  directs military 
officials to stay away from politics

Wellington, Jul 4 (AP)

A satellite the size
of a microwave oven
successfully broke
free from its orbit
around Earth on
Monday and is head-
ed toward the moon,
the latest step in
NASA’s plan to land
astronauts on the
lunar surface again.

It’s been an unusu-
al journey already for
the Capstone satel-
lite. It was launched
six days ago from
New Zealand’s Mahia
Peninsula by the
company Rocket Lab
in one of their small
Electron rockets. It
will take another

four months for the
satellite to reach the
moon, as it cruises
along using minimal
energy. Rocket Lab
founder Peter Beck
told The Associated
Press it was hard to
put his excitement
into words. It’s proba-
bly going to take a
while to sink in. It’s
been a project that
has taken us two,
two-and-a-half years
and is just incredibly,
incredibly difficult to
execute, he said. So to
see it all come togeth-
er tonight and see
that spacecraft on its
way to the moon, it’s
just absolutely epic.

Beck said the rela-

tively low cost of the
mission NASA put it
at USD 32.7 million
marked the begin-
ning of a new era for
space exploration.

For some tens of
millions of dollars,
there is now a rocket
and a spacecraft that
can take you to the
moon, to asteroids, to
Venus, to Mars, Beck
said. It’s an insane ca-
pability that’s never
existed before.

If the rest of the
mission is successful,
the Capstone satellite
will send back vital
information for
months as the first to
take a new orbit
around the moon

called a near-rectilin-
ear halo orbit: a
stretched-out egg
shape with one end of
the orbit passing
close to the moon and
the other far from it.

Eventually, NASA
plans to put a space
station called
Gateway into the or-
bital path, from
which astronauts can
descend to the moon’s
surface as part of its
Artemis program.

Beck said the ad-
vantage of the new
orbit is that it mini-
mizes fuel use and al-
lows the satellite or a
space station to stay
in constant contact
with Earth.

NASA satellite breaks from orbit
around Earth, heads to moon

People sing the national anthem as they take part in a wreath ceremony at the

Mound of Glory Memorial during the celebration of the Belarusian Independence Day,

outside Minsk, Belarus.

BELARUSIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

KKuuaallaa  LLuummppuurr,,  JJuull  44  ((AAPP))::  Anti-
death penalty activists in
Malaysia urged Singapore’s
government on Monday to
halt the execution of a con-
victed Indian-origin Malaysian
drug trafficker this week, the
second in less than three
months.

Kalwant Singh, who was
convicted in 2016 of bringing
heroin into Singapore, is
scheduled to be hanged
Thursday, activists said.

The execution of another
Malaysian in late April
sparked an international out-
cry because he was believed
to be mentally disabled. The
Anti-Death Penalty Asia
Network delivered a state-

ment to Singapore’s embassy
urging that Kalwant’s execution

be suspended to allow him an
opportunity to file for clemency.

Singapore urged to halt hanging of Indian-origin Malaysian drug trafficker

Washington, Jul 4 (PTI) 

India is committed to
taking care of its armed
forces’ veterans in the
same way as they have
taken care of the security
of the country, India’s
Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu

has said as he felicitated
the ex-servicemen living
in America, including
those who fought in the
Kargil war. Recognising
the services of Indian
armed forces’ veterans,
the Indian Embassy here
organised Varishtha
Yoddha’, an event to hon-

our these ex-servicemen.
More than 140 people,

including some distin-
guished veterans who had
fought in various wars
and their families, attend-
ed the event here on
Sunday, a day ahead of
the Independence Day of
the United States.

India committed to taking care of its armed 
forces veterans: Ambassador Sandhu

I magine you have an in-
terview for a new job to-

morrow. Some people might
think about what kind of ques-
tions they will be asked so that
they can prepare, or imagine
the interview going well. For
others, the thought of an inter-
view will cause them to toss
and turn all night thinking of
every worst case scenario pos-
sible no matter how out-
landish these may be. If you're
someone who has a tendency
to do the latter, you are prone
to catastrophising.

Catastrophising is a tenden-
cy to assume the worst will
happen when imagining a fu-
ture situation even if you have
evidence that this is not the
most likely outcome. People
who like to feel in control (and
are therefore intolerant of un-
certainty) are more likely to
catastrophise. This has been
linked to anxiety suggesting
that frequent catastrophising
may be a factor in developing
certain mental health prob-
lems.

Catastrophising comes from
the belief that by imagining
what might go wrong, we're
better able to protect ourselves
from harm both physical and
mental. However, this tenden-
cy is only helpful if you're able
to correctly predict what will
happen in a certain situation
and how it will make you feel.

As we imagine future
events, we experience an emo-
tional reaction to the story we
are creating and we use this
response to determine how we
will feel in the future. But this
way of predicting the future is
often wrong since we're not
able to imagine everything

that might happen. This can
lead to us creating the wrong
emotional response for future
situations in our heads.

But our belief in what will
happen in the future can have
a big influence on our behav-
iour. For example, people who
are optimistic (or even realis-
tic) about the future are more
likely to be willing to try new
things. They are also likely to
notice what has gone well in
new situations. On the flip
side, people who catastrophise
about what might go wrong
are less likely to try new
things. And, when they do try
something new, they are more
likely to notice what has gone
wrong. This will be stored in
their memory and will add to
the reasons why they we
shouldn't try new things in the
future. As a result, cata-
strophising can lead to undue
stress and anxiety and may
stop you from doing the things
you might enjoy or learn from.

If you're someone who tends
to catastrophise when stressed
or anxious, there are a few
things that you can do to help:

1. Make decisions in the
morning

We often worry about the fu-
ture at night. When we are
asleep, activity in the rational
part of our brain is reduced
and activity in the more emo-
tional part of our brain is in-
creased. As a result, we tend to
use our emotional brain to pic-
ture the future when we're
awake at night. Lack of sleep
can also make us more sensi-
tive to things we see as threat-
ening. This can lead us to
focus more on what might go

wrong, and makes us more
prone to catastrophising. It
can be helpful to remind your-
self that you are not thinking
rationally when you're lying
awake worrying about some-
thing. It can also be useful to
wait until the morning to
make decisions when your
brain is rested.

2. Teach your inner critic
to be more compassionate

Catastrophising can be driv-
en by our inner critic, which
may use harsh language that
makes us emotional. When
this happens, try imagining
your inner critic as if you
were looking through some-
one else's eyes. What language
do you use and would you use
this language when talking
about someone else in a simi-
lar situation? Is the language
your inner critic uses helpful
or justified? Often the answers
to these questions will be no.
Be conscious of the language
your inner critic is using
when you're worried or
stressed. If it's overly harsh,
try to switch to a kinder way of
speaking to yourself.

3. Make up a better story

Even if things have gone
wrong in the past, this is un-
likely to be the case in the fu-
ture despite what we might tell
ourselves. If you have a ten-
dency to catastrophise about
future events, try to think in-
stead about ways in which this
event might go well, which
may help you to feel less anx-
ious. Another strategy is to
make up, not just one, but a

number of plausible stories
about what might happen.
This may help to remind you
that the stories you're telling
yourself are just that stories.
Choosing to focus on the sto-
ries with a positive outcome
might also help you to feel less
worried or stressed.

4. Be kind to yourself

Try to be more compassion-
ate with yourself when con-
sidering your future. This is
more difficult than you might
imagine even for people who
are very compassionate and
empathetic to others.
Compassion and empathy
evolved to help us to interact
well with others. As such,
compassion and empathy
aren't really designed to be
used for yourself.

But small things such as
asking what advice you might
give a friend in your situation
can help you to get in touch
with your compassionate
voice. Practising this often
may even help you to see solu-
tions where you might other-
wise have only focused on the
problem.

Planning for ways in which
things might go wrong in the
future does serve a purpose
and that is to keep us safe. But
if you often find that you cas-
trophise by thinking of all the
worst case scenarios especial-
ly to the detriment of your
own mental health it can be
important to remind yourself
that the things you're worry-
ing about may never happen,
and, if they do, they will prob-
ably turn out much better
than you think.
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BJP’s ace move
BJP has now transcended

the identity of a middle-class-
upper caste, city-based Hindu
party. It has very effectively ex-
panded its support base among
all social groups and communi-
ties. The announcement of
Droupadi Murmu as the NDA’s
presidential candidate will in-
crease its base among tribal
communities. She fits perfectly
into the BJP framework. There
are three important identities
associated with her — women,
tribal and poor — which makes
her story more interesting and
inspiring. Her presence in
Rashtrapati Bhavan will sym-
bolically reinforce the argu-
ment that the BJP has democ-
ratised institutions to pave the
way for the downtrodden. It
will go in the party’s favour.

SSiikkaannddaarr  BBaannssaall,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

SC observation
Supreme Court has ob-

served that Nupur Sharma’s
comment had led to the unfor-
tunate incident. Is the observa-
tion based on some evidence
produced before the court or
merely on media reports? The
‘cause and effect’ theory pro-
pounded by the court may be
used by some vested interests
to justify the Udaipur killing.
Some people openly criticise
Lord Rama for having banished
Sita merely on what a dhobi
said. That no Hindu sangathan
has sought the lodging of FIRs
against such people, as done in
the case of Nupur Sharma,
shows the tolerance of Hindus.

WWGG  CCDDRR  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((RReettdd)),,  
vviiaa  mmaaiill

Why Eknath Shinde? 
Eknath Shinde is made

Chief Minister of Maharashtra
to recognize the Shinde-fac-
tion as the original Shiv Sena
and to trivialize Thackerays. To
run down Uddhav Thackeray
even more, a Shiv Sainik is
given the baton: this is seen by
many as a cold return of the
betrayal done to the BJP. Also,
there's BMC (Bombay
Municipal Corporation) elec-
tion round the corner. The
BMC is probably the richest
municipality in Asia, and
therefore, the stakes are high-
er. Eknath Shinde could per-
haps sense the anger that was
brewing up against the Shiv
Sena on the ground. This, the
"rebel" MLAs apprehended,
might reflect on BMC election
results where Hindutva is ap-
parently an important
issue.Uddhav Thackeray's last
decision to rename
Aurangabad to Sambhaji
Nagar can be seen in that light:
a drowning Uddhav Thackeray
clutching at Hindutva, as it
were. Also, it can't be ruled out
that Eknath Shinde was of-
fered the Chief Ministerial
berth beforehand, for the next
2.5 years, for pulling down the
MVA Coalition Government.
Last but not the least, by re-
nunciation of CM berth BJP
top-brass silenced those who
always accuse BJP of engi-
neering conflict in opposition-
ruled states to grab power.

AAmmaarrttyyaa  SSeenn,,  BBoonnggaaiiggaaoonn..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

P lastics are a menace, there’s no doubt about it. But what is in doubt is
whether the nationwide single-use plastic ban will be an effective

counter action. The goal to make the country plastic-free is quite ambitious
and sustained efforts at all levels with active public participation will be
needed to meet the target. Effective implementation of  the new rules, is-
sued by the Centre recently, on banning the manufacture, sale and use of
single-use plastic from July 1 holds the key to success. The current restric-
tions apply to relatively low utility items but the real challenge will come
when the prohibition is extended to polythene bags under 120 microns in
December. Compared to 50 microns at present, the thickness of the carry
bags must be at least 75 microns from  September  30,  2021,  and  120  mi-
crons  from December 31. These decisions follow recommendations made by
an expert group constituted by the Department of Chemicals and Petro
chemicals nearly three years ago. Coinciding with World Environment Day in
2018, India had declared that it would eliminate all single-use plastic by
2022. In the past five years, more than 20 states have put in place some form
of  regulation on plastic use. But,  their  implementation  has  been  patchy
and inconsistent. The under-staffed and poorly-empowered state  pollution
control  boards  or  cash-strapped municipalities tasked with enforcing the
bans have generally not been up to the task. Apart from setting up control
rooms to monitor the ban, there is a need to raise awareness among people
and take all stakeholders into confidence to ensure desired results.India gen-
erates thousands of tonnes of plastic waste every day — more than 40% of it
stays uncollected, often choking sewage networks. The rest accumulates in
landfills or in the natural environment; much of  the plastic waste eventually
reaches the oceans. It is feared that by 2050 there could be more plastic in
the oceans than fish. Tonnes of  plastic waste that are dumped at landfills or
out into the open oceans disintegrate into tiny microplastics that find their
way into marine life or terrestrial animals. From there they eventually enter
he human food chain too. A recent study revealed that out of the top 100
global producers of polymers that culminate in plastic waste, six are based in
India. There is an urgent need to restrict the use of non-degradable synthetic
material. The chemicals released by waste plastic bags enter the soil and
make it infertile. Microplastic is already found in the food chain. This must
sound alarm bells in the government corridors. Despite its severe environ-
mental consequences, single-use or disposable plastic has become a global
addiction. A big chunk of plastic waste cannot be recycled because of lack of
segregation. Poor regulation has led to prohibited plastic moving freely
across the state borders. On August 12 last year, the Centre had issued a no-
tification prohibiting the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale
and use of identified SUP commodities, including polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene from July 1, 2022. The identified SUP items include earbuds,
plastic sticks for balloons, flags, candy sticks, ice cream sticks, polystyrene
(thermocol), plates, cups, glasses, forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays, wrap-
ping or packaging films around sweets boxes, invitation cards, cigarette
packets, plastic or PV Cbanners of less than 100 microns, and stirrers. But,
the success of  any environmental campaign depends on the extent of  in-
volvement of  all stakeholders and  the consistency of  awareness drive.

Plastic-free India,
an ambitious goal
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A New South Wales State Emergency Service (SES) crew is seen in a rescue boat as roads are submerged under
floodwater from the swollen Hawkesbury River in Windsor, northwest of Sydney, Monday.

Four ways to stop thinking the worst will 
happen when you’re stressed

SYDNEY FLOODS

LLoonnddoonn::  Pesticides and heavy
metals in soil may have detrimen-
tal effects on the cardiovascular
system, according to a study.
Pollution of air, water and soil is
responsible for at least nine mil-
lion deaths each year. More than
60 per cent of pollution-related
disease and death is due to car-
diovascular disease such as
chronic ischaemic heart disease,
heart attack, stroke and heart
rhythm disorders (arrhythmias). “Soil con-
tamination is a less visible danger to human
health than dirty air,” said author Professor
Thomas Munzel of the University Medical
Center Mainz (Germany). “But evidence is
mounting that pollutants in soil may damage
cardiovascular health through a number of
mechanisms including inflammation and dis-
rupting the body’s natural clock.”

In the paper, published in Cardiovascular
Research, the team state that contaminated
soil may lead to cardiovascular disease by in-
creasing oxidative stress in the blood vessels
(with more “bad” free radicals and fewer
“good” antioxidants), by causing inflamma-
tion, and by disturbing the body clock (circadi-
an rhythm). Dirty soil may enter the body by
inhaling desert dust, fertiliser crystals, or plas-
tic particles. Heavy metals such as cadmium
and lead, plastics, and organic toxicants (for
example in pesticides) can also be consumed
orally. Soil pollutants wash into rivers and cre-
ate dirty water which may be consumed.

Pesticides have been linked with
an elevated risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease. While employees in
the agricultural and chemical in-
dustries face the greatest expo-
sure, the general public may in-
gest pesticides from contaminat-
ed food, soil and water.
Cadmium is a heavy metal that
occurs naturally in small
amounts in air, water, soil and
food, and also comes from indus-

trial and agricultural sources. Food is the main
source of cadmium in non-smokers.

Lead is a naturally occurring toxic metal
with environmental contamination through
mining, smelting, manufacturing and recy-
cling. Exposure to arsenic, a naturally occur-
ring metalloid, is linked to higher risk of death
from cardiovascular disease. Levels of arsenic
can increase due to industrial processes and
using contaminated water to irrigate crops.
The potential hazards of contaminated air-
borne dust are also noted in the study. Desert
dust can travel long distances, and research
has shown that particles from soil in China and
Mongolia were related to an increased odds of
heart attacks in Japan. While there are no pop-
ulation studies on the cardiovascular health
effects of nano- and microplastics in humans,
research has shown that these particles can
reach the bloodstream, making it plausible
that they could travel to the organs and cause
systemic inflammation and cardiometabolic
disease, the team said.

D inosaurs adapted to the cold weather
in the polar regions before a mass ex-

tinction paved the way for their dominance
at the end of the Triassic, according to an an-
cient mass extinction study. The convention-
al theory is that the dinosaurs died 66 million
years ago in a fiery meteorite collision and
the subsequent global winter, when dust
and debris choked the atmosphere.  But
there was a previous extinction, much more
mysterious and less discussed: one that hap-
pened 202 million years ago wiped out the
large reptiles that had previously ruled the
planet and apparently cleared the way for
the dinosaurs.  The period known as the
Triassic was generally hot and steamy. But
cold weather had already set in at the poles,
spreading to lower latitudes, killing cold-
blooded reptiles. But according to the find-
ings, published in the journal Science
Advances, dinosaurs that had already adapt-
ed outlived the evolutionary bottleneck and
spread. “During the Triassic period, di-
nosaurs were constantly under attack,” said
lead author Paul Olsen, a geologist at
Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty
Earth Observatory. 

“The key to their ultimate dominance was
very simple. They were basically cold-adapt-
ed animals. When it got cold everywhere,
they were ready and the other animals were
not,” he added. The study is based on recent
excavations in the remote desert of the
Junggar Basin in northwest China, which un-
earthed dinosaur footprints as well as

strange rock fragments that could only have
been deposited by ice. The team found that
winters could last ten years or more; even in
the tropics, persistent frosts could be ob-
served.  Dinosaurs survived the freezing
conditions thanks to primitive feathers that
helped them in isolation. And unlike cold-
blooded reptiles, many dinosaurs also had
warm-blooded systems with high metabo-
lisms. Both qualities would have helped di-
nosaurs in cold conditions. “Severe winter
episodes during volcanic eruptions may
have resulted in sub-zero temperatures in
the tropics, where many large, naked, non-
feathered vertebrate extinctions appear to
have occurred,” said co-author Dennis Kent,
a Lamont Doherty geologist. “While our
beautiful feathered friends, who have adapt-
ed to cooler temperatures at higher lati-
tudes, have done just fine,” she added. The
finds challenge conventional wisdom about
dinosaurs, but some prominent experts say
they are convinced.

Explained: How soil pollution raises heart disease risk Dinosaurs thrived amid ice, not warmth

T he steep rise of social media influencer marketing has given enor-
mous scope to marketers as well as advertisers to boost consumer

trust in a big way. Brands have hugely anticipated the influencer marketing
model by giving much-needed recognition to influencers by investing more in
digital marketing compared to traditional mediums since the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Influencer marketing is now a buzzword in the field of digital advertis-
ing where brands across all genres cash-in-on influencers as nearly two-thirds
of the Indian population follow an influencer. It is worthwhile to mention here
that the influencer ecosystem is among the fastest-growing industries in India
and across the world. At present, the Indian influencer marketing industry is
valued at Rs 900 crore and it is expected to surpass Rs 2,000 crore by 2025.
Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Moj App, Trell Community
App, Miss Malini App, Pankhuri App, and others, are considered key social
media platforms where an influencer marketing campaign can take off. In re-
cent times, around 70 per cent of consumers engage in discovering and pur-
chasing products or services through social media references and influencers'
opinions. Nowadays, people have more trust in influencers than traditional
celebrities. According to the India Influencer Marketing Report, in the year
2021, celebrities had only 27 per cent of the market share of marketing cam-
paigns, while influencers had a whopping share of 73 per cent. Here, it is im-
portant to understand the model of influencer marketing and how it works.
The whole concept of influencer marketing falls under audience engagement,
which directly depends upon the number of followers of influencers. Another
crucial key criterion for influencers is which "genre/category" he/she belongs.
When we say Genre/Category then it's like Beauty & Make-up, Computers &
Gadgets, Humour & Fun, Clothing & Outfits. Fashion & Modelling, Mom,
Internet Personality, and so on, and the target audience of each genre is differ-
ent, so brands identify their required influencers in their niche and collaborate
with them via influencer marketing platforms such as Gyrnow Media, Good
Creator, Plixxo, OPA, Grin, Freeskout, and so on. In the influencer marketing
hierarchy, the top position is acquired by celebrities, who are basically from
the entertainment and sports arenas and have a huge number of followers or
subscribers. After that, there are mega-influencers with more than a million
followers, macro-influencers with 500K-1M followers, mid-influencers with
100-500K followers, and then come micro-influencers with 10–100K followers,
and at the bottom, we have nano-influencers with 1–10K followers. Among all
influencers, micro and nano-influencers have the highest potential to lure cus-
tomers to purchase a product or service. As per social media experts, micro
and nano-influencers have higher engagement rates with their audience com-
pared to other influencers. Buyers of products recommended by nano and
micro-influencer have a 30-40% higher chance of success. It is because a
nano-or micro-influencer has the ability to communicate and engage with its
followers on a personal level. Brands often target these sections of influencers
to partner with as it is affordable for brands to negotiate.  Many people may
be wondering how a brand chooses and compensates an influencer. The total
number of followers is the most important criterion for being chosen for col-
laboration or PR, followed by engagement metrics and, finally, the niche and
quality of the content. Brands pay influencers to build trust with their target
audience, raise brand awareness, increase sales through affiliate codes, and
so on. Influencers often get perks and free products in exchange for their ef-
forts to showcase the USP of products or services through their Instagram
reel, YouTube vlog, etc. In light of this, the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) issued guidelines stating that social media influencers will be subject
to new Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) rules beginning July 1, 2022, requiring a
10% TDS on freebies for sales promotion activity received from brands. The
new TDS rules further underlined that "in the case of a benefit or prerequisite
being a product like a car, mobile, outfit, cosmetics, etc., and if the product is
returned to the manufacturing company after being used for the purpose of
rendering service, then it will not be treated as a benefit or prerequisite for the
purposes of section 194R of the act (the TDS provision)." However, if the influ-
encer keeps the product, it falls under the benefit or perquisite category, and
tax must be deducted accordingly. Influencer marketing has become an
emerging career option for the younger generation; they can earn money by
doing work from home. The evolution of this career has a long way to go as it
is going beyond content creation. 

The bandwagon of 
influencer marketing
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CSR conclave 

Kohima: With a view
to attract more
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
investment, the
Nagaland government
through its Investment
and Development
Authority is geared up
to hold the first ever
Nagaland CSR,
Investment and
Banking Conclave
from July 4 to 6 in
Kohima.Union
Finance Minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman
along with many top
bankers and investors
from across the coun-
try will be participat-
ing in the three-day
long programme, in-
formed Investment
and Development
Authority of Nagaland
(IDAN) Chief
Executive Officer,
Alemtemshi Jamir
during a media brief-
ing here on Saturday.

Appointment
New Delhi: Yogendra
Prasad Shukla, a
deputy manager at
power giant NTPC, on
Monday took charge
as the Director
Finance at Hindustan
Organic Chemical
Limited. As per a reg-
ulatory filing, he will
be on the board of the
company. In his recent
role, Shukla was serv-
ing as a Deputy
General Manager
(DGM) in the finance
department of
NTPC’s 1,760 MW
Thermal Power
Project located in
Tanda, Uttar Pradesh.

Investment 
destination

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
should become the
most attractive invest-
ment destination in
South Asia and “Made
in Tamil Nadu” prod-
ucts should reach all
parts of the world,
Chief Minister M K
Stalin said on Monday.
He was speaking at the
Tamil Nadu Investors’
First Port of Call -
Investment Conclave
July ‘22 here today
when the State ex-
changed 60 MoUs
(memoranda of under-
standing) to fetch a cu-
mulative investment of
Rs 1,25,244 crore.

Renewable energy

New Delhi: To reduce
its carbon footprint,
JSW Steel has ear-
marked a sum of Rs
10,000 crore to in-
crease use of renew-
able energy to replace
thermal power and
other green initia-
tives, its Chairman
Sajjan Jindal said.
Various steel makers
use coal to generate
thermal power for
captive use. According
to a Ministry of Steel
document, globally,
the iron and steel in-
dustry accounts for
around 8 per cent of
total carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions.

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

The government in-
tends to continue with the
top GST slab of 28 per cent
for luxury and sin goods,
but is open to discuss nar-
rowing down the three
slabs of 5, 12 and 18 per
cent into two, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said
on Monday. Addressing
the industry leaders, Bajaj
said the rate rationalisa-
tion exercise of the GST
Council is a result of intro-
spection of GST, five years
after its rollout, and the
policymakers do not have
a “fetish” to raise the tax
rates to the revenue-neu-
tral level of 15.5 per cent.
On the industry demand
for bringing petroleum
products under GST net,
he said since fuel consti-
tutes a larger part of their
revenues, both the Centre
and states have some ap-
prehension. “We will have
to wait for some time.” “Of
the 5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent,
we would have to continue
with 28 per cent because in
a developing economy, in

an economy with so much
of income disparity, there
would be some luxury and
sin items that would and
should attract a higher
rate of taxation. “But,
whether on 5, 12 and 18
(per cent), we can bring
down to 2 rates to start
with and then see how the
country grows and
whether there is a capaci-
ty to bring it to one rate or
not is something to be
seen. It is a very difficult
challenge,” Bajaj said at
an Assocham event. Under
the GST, a four-rate struc-
ture that exempts or im-

poses a low rate of tax of 5
per cent on essential items
and a top rate of 28 per
cent on cars is levied. The
other slabs of tax are 12
and 18 per cent. Besides,
there is a special 3 per cent
rate for gold, jewellery and
precious stones and 1.5 per
cent on cut and polished
diamonds. Also, a cess is
levied on the highest tax
slab of 28 per cent on luxu-
ry, sin and demerit goods.
The collection from the
cess goes to a separate cor-
pus — Compensation fund
— which is used to make
up for revenue loss suf-
fered by the state due to
the GST rollout. The GST
Council has set up a Group
of Ministers (GoM), under
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, to sug-
gest rationalisation in tax
rates, merging of slabs, re-
viewing the exempt list
and correcting duty inver-
sion in cases where taxes
on final output in lower
than that in inputs. The
GoM has been given 3-
month more time to sub-
mit a final report.

Highest 28% GST on luxury, sin
goods to continue: Revenue Secy Mumbai, Jul 04:  

Akasa Air on Monday
unveiled the first look of
its crew uniform as the
startup carrier prepares
for take-off in the coming
weeks. The airline, backed
by ace stock market in-
vestor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, is likely to
start services by the end of
this month.

It had taken delivery of
its first Boeing 737 max
aircraft in India on June
21 and plans to conduct
proving flights this week,
following which it will get
the Air Operator Permit
for launching commercial
operations.

In a statement on
Monday, Akasa Air said
the uniform fit focuses on
providing the best possible
stretch to ensure their
comfort over their busy
flight schedules. The com-
pany said it is the first
Indian airline to have in-
troduced custom trousers
and jackets, with their fab-
ric specially made for
Akasa Air (using recycled
polyester fabric which is
made from pet bottle plas-

tic salvaged from marine
waste) and comfortable
sneakers for its airline in-
flight crew keeping in
mind ergonomics, aesthet-
ics and comfort.

“We have designed a
uniform in which our

team feels both proud and
comfortable as they direct
their energy to ensure a
warm, friendly, and effi-
cient flying experience for
all our passengers,”
Belson Coutinho, Co-
founder and Chief

Marketing & Experience
Officer of Akasa Air, said.

According to the compa-
ny, given the mobile
lifestyle of crew members
and long hours spent
standing, Vanilla Moon de-
signed sneakers that are
light, and contain extra
cushioning from heel to
toe to ensure better sup-
port.

The sneakers’ sole is
carved from recycled rub-
ber and manufactured
without any use of plastic,
it said. “We are delighted
to share this shoe design
— which is sustainably
produced, functional, com-
fortable, gender-neutral
and contemporary,”
Deepika Mehra, Founder
of Vanilla Moon, said.
Designed by Delhi-based
fashion designer Rajesh
Pratap Singh, the jacket
draws inspiration from
the Indian bandhgala and
is forward-looking in a
modern version of the gar-
ment.

“These uniforms are a
perfect amalgamation of
style and sustainability
and reflect Akasa Air’s
core values.

Akasa Air unveils first look of its crew uniform

Akasa Air unveils the first look of its crew uniform, with
their fabric specially made using recycled polyester
fabric, made from pet bottle plastic salvaged from
marine waste. The ace stock market investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala-promoted startup carrier is getting
ready for take-off likely by this month-end. 

Chennai, Jul 04: 

Renault, the Number
one European brand in
India, has rolled out the
50,000th  Renault Kiger
from its plant in Chennai.
Staying true to its commit-
ment to keep building on
the success of the Renault
Kiger and to celebrate this
milestone, Renault India
has introduced a new
Stealth Black exterior
colour in the Renault
Kiger range. According to
Venkatram Mamillapalle,
Country CEO & Managing
Director, Renault India
Operations, “Offering a
strong value proposition
in terms of distinctive de-
sign, smart features, lead-
ing safety, quality and per-
formance, Renault Kiger

has found widespread ac-
ceptance among its cus-
tomers. It has proved its
mettle in the most compet-
itive compact SUV seg-
ment in India and the
50,000th production mile-
stone, despite the pandem-
ic and ongoing semicon-
ductor crisis, is yet anoth-

er testament to the success
of Renault Kiger in this
challenging segment. This
Sporty, Smart & Stunning
SUV is an important con-
tributor to our progress in
India and has been instru-
mental in placing India
among Renault’s top five
global markets. We are

confident that Renault
Kiger will continue to gar-
ner tremendous customer
response and further bol-
ster the brand’s growth in
India and overseas.”

An outcome of a collab-
oration between the de-
sign teams in France and
India, the Renault Kiger is
the third global car that
was launched in India
first, before it being intro-
duced globally. Following
its successful launch in
India in 2021, the sub-four
meter B-SUV is now also
available to customers in
South Africa, Indonesia,
East African Region,
(Kenya, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Zambia)
Seychelles, Mauritius,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bermuda
and Brunei.

Renault Kiger achieves 50,000 
production milestone in India New Delhi, Jul 04: 

Tata Motors expects
second half of the current
fiscal to be better in terms
of performance with grad-
ual improvement in the
overall supply situation
and stabilisation in com-
modity prices, according
to company chairman N
C h a n d r a s e k a r a n .
Addressing shareholders
during the company’s 77th
annual general meeting,
Chandrasekaran noted
that demand for the com-
pany’s vehicles across seg-
ments remained robust de-
spite various external
challenges. “The overall
supply situation, includ-
ing that of semiconduc-
tors, is gradually improv-
ing and commodity prices
are stabilising.
Accordingly, expect per-

formance to progressively
improve through the year
with the second half of
FY23 being notably better
than the first half,” he
noted. The demand for ve-
hicles in each of company
businesses Jaguar Land
Rover, commercial vehi-
cles and passenger vehi-
cles — remain strong de-
spite ongoing geopolitical,

supply and inflation con-
cerns, Chandrasekaran
stated. mHe noted that the
auto major is taking con-
certed actions to be future-
ready and create a virtu-
ous cycle of growth and re-
turns for its shareholders.
“While the near-term out-
look may be fluid with
multiple challenges that I
outlined above, the busi-
ness is taking the right ac-
tions to navigate them,
and I am confident that we
will emerge stronger,”
Chandrasekaran said. He
noted that the shift to sus-
tainable mobility is irre-
versible and the Tata
Motors Group will be
amongst the leaders of
green mobility, globally.
“We aim to get to net zero
emissions (Scope 1, 2 and
3) by 2039 for JLR, 2040 for
PVs and 2045 for CVs.

Tata Motors expects its performance to be 
better in second half of FY23: Chandrasekaran

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

Suzuki Motorcycle
India on Monday said it
has launched a new bike
model — ‘Katana’ in the
country, priced at Rs
13.61 lakh (ex-show-
room).

The bike, whose name
is derived from the leg-
endary Japanese sword
Katana, features a 999-
cm3 powertrain.

“The Katan reflects
Suzuki’s ongoing com-
mitment to fine crafts-
manship and its willing-
ness to sweat every de-
tail to get them right.

The launch is a part of
our strategy to solidify
our big bike portfolio in
the country,” Suzuki
Motorcycle India
Managing Director
Satoshi Uchida said in a

statement. The compa-
ny received a lot of
queries from motorcy-
cle enthusiasts after
showcasing the bike in
the last auto expo, he
noted. “It is basis the
positive feedback of our
potential customers
that we decided to intro-
duce the Katana in

India. We are confident
that the bike will be
able to make its own
cult following in India
too,” Uchida stated. The
bikes comes with
Suzuki Intelligent Ride
System (SIRS) which
comes with a variety of
advanced electronic
control systems.

Suzuki Motorcycle launches
‘Katana’ at Rs 13.61 lakh

Mumbai, Jul 04: 

Enjoy the monsoon sea-
son with super savings on
grocery essentials during
Super Value Days’ on
Amazon.in till 7th July.
Avail up to 45% off on gro-
cery, household essentials,
packaged foods, personal
care, and baby and pet care
products among others.
Customers can avail great
prices and fresh offers
from popular brands in-
cluding Daawat, Cadbury,
Fortune, Tata, Nestle,
Godrej, Cadbury, and
L’Oreal among others at
convenient delivery op-
tions from a single online
destination Beat the chill of
monsoon season with a cup
of spiced hot chocolate at
home as we celebrate
World Chocolate Day with

great offers and deals
across a wide variety of
chocolaty goodness on
Amazon Fresh from top
brands such as Ferrero
Rocher, Kwality Wall’s,
Nestle Kitkat, Cadbury
Bournville, Hershey’s and
more. Customers can avail
of an instant discount of
10% by using SBI Bank
Debit and Credit Card and
Credit EMI with a mini-
mum transaction of Rs
2,500, and discounts up to
Rs 300 from 1st – 3rd July
2022. In addition, ICICI
Bank Debit and Credit
Card holders can enjoy the
monsoon saving bonanza
on a minimum transaction
of 2,500 from 4th – 7th July
2022. For Prime members,
Amazon.in has introduced
free shipping, i.e., free de-
livery on all orders above

Rs 199. Prime is designed to
make your life better every
single day. Customers who
haven’t joined Prime yet
can join Prime for Rs
1,499/year, Rs 459 for three
months or Rs 179 for one
month at amazon.in/prime
and enjoy multiple Prime
benefits such as unlimited
access to award-winning
movies & TV shows with
Prime Video, unlimited ac-
cess to more than 70 mil-
lion songs, ad-free with
Prime Music, a free rotat-
ing selection of more than
1,000 books: magazines and
comics with Prime
Reading, access to free in-
game content and benefits
with Gaming with Prime,
new product launches,
early access to deals and
more, in addition to the
free and fast delivery.

Amazing deals on Amazon
Fresh during Super Value Days

New Delhi, Jul 04: The
Centre has proposed to
allow primary agriculture
credit societies (PACS) to
undertake activities like
dealership of petroleum
products, running PDS
shops, and developing hos-
pital and educational insti-
tutions, in addition to their
regular functions. In this
regard, the Ministry of
Cooperation has floated a
draft ‘Model By-laws of
PACS’ on which it has invit-
ed suggestions from the
state governments and
other stakeholders by July
19. The existing framework
does not allow PACS to di-
versify in other areas apart
from their core business.
The draft model by-laws
propose that PACS should
be allowed to work as Bank
Mitras and common serv-

ice centres (CSCs), provide
cold storage and godown fa-
cilities, set up PDS shops
besides enabling them to
work in dairy, fishery, irri-
gation and green energy
sectors. The draft also says
that PACS would be permit-
ted to provide community-
based service in the field of
education, health, tourism
and environmental and
sustainable development
activities. The objective of
the Society, as per the draft,
is to provide to its members
timely and adequate short-
term and medium-term
credit for development ac-
tivities related to agricul-
ture, loan for consumption
or medical purpose against
collateral/pledge financ-
ing, maintaining the finan-
cial norms in the opera-
tional area.

PACS may be allowed to sell 
petroleum products, run PDS shops

Mumbai, Jul 04: 

While the monsoons are
just about setting in across
the country, it’s raining
records atSkoda Auto
India. India 2.0, an endeav-
our that began in 2018, is
seeing the company break
its own sales records and
set new ones month after
month. June 2022 has seen
6,023 Skoda find new
homes across India. This
is after breaking a decade-
old record with 5,608 units
in March 2022. Year-on-
Year, June 2022 is a rise of
721% compared to the 734
cars sold in June 2021.
Above all, Skoda Auto
India have crossed the an-
nual sales of 23,858 units
in 2021 with 28,899 units al-
ready sold in H1 2022. Zac
Hollis, Brand Director,

Skoda Auto India, said,
“Both our India2 .0 prod-
ucts have entered the mar-
ket in an extremely chal-
lenging backdrop. A global
pandemic, intermittent
lockdowns, economic up-
heaval, geopolitical insta-
bility, and now a continued
semiconductor shortage
upsetting supply chain. So,
it’s an incredible achieve-
ment for all of us Skoda
Auto India to continue
breaking and setting new
sales records. It’s the re-
sult of all-round work
from all our teams. Not
just in terms of the prod-
uct, but in terms of cus-
tomer satisfaction, a
wider, deeper penetration
of our all new customer
touchpoints and a series of
consumer-centric service
campaigns.

Skoda Auto India shatters
all records in June

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

The government will re-
view the just introduced
windfall tax on domesti-
cally produced crude oil
and fuel exports every two
weeks based on foreign
currency rates and inter-
national oil prices, but no
levels have been fixed for
its recall, top officials said
on Monday.

Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said the USD
40 per barrel level of oil
prices being talked about
for a rollback of the levy is
unrealistic, considering
the international oil rates
currently. The review is
based on the premise that
if crude prices fall, then
windfall gains will cease
and new taxes would be
rollback. “There is a way
we will monitor it every 2

weeks, depending on the
foreign currency rates and
depending on where the
international prices are,”
Bajaj said. “What is the
dollar to rupee, the inter-
national price of diesel,
crude, what is the domes-
tic cost of crude, will keep
reviewing it. You can deci-
pher it yourself once we
review it.” The govern-
ment last week slapped an
export tax on petrol, diesel
and jet fuel (ATF) and im-
posed a windfall tax on
crude oil produced locally.
Brent, the world’s best-
known crude benchmark,
was trading at USD 112.03
per barrel on Monday. The
rupee dropped to 78.99
against the US dollar in
early trade on Monday.
India is 85 per cent de-
pendent on imports to
meet its crude oil needs

and a weaker rupee makes
imports costlier. CBIC
Chairman Vivek Johri too
said there was no cap de-
cided yet for review of the
windfall tax. “No, we
haven’t thought of that,”
he said when asked about
the level for reviewing the
windfall tax. “The rates
will be reviewed every 15
days depending on how
the prices of crude and re-
fined products behave in
the international market.”

On the USD 40 per bar-
rel decline cap for a re-
view, he asked if oil prices
are expected to fall to the
USD 40 level in the near fu-
ture.

“You expect it to fall by
USD 40” he said. “There
isn’t such thinking yet. It
is a very dynamic thing, so
we have to wait and
watch.”

Govt to review oil export, windfall tax based
on forex rate, int’l oil prices every fortnight

NTPC clocks 21.7
pc growth in

power generation
in June quarter

New Delhi, Jul 04: State-
run power giant NTPC
Ltd on Monday said it has
registered a 21.7 per cent
growth in electricity gen-
eration at 104.4 billion
units (BU) in the April-
June quarter of this fi-
nancial year. NTPC group
of companies recorded a
generation of 104.4 BU in
the April to June quarter
of 2022, registering an in-
crease of 21.7 per cent
from 85.8 BU generated in
the corresponding quar-
ter last year, a company
statement said. In June,
2022, power generation
was 34.8 BU, higher by
29.3 per cent compared to
26.9 BU in June 2021, indi-
cating an improved per-
formance and an in-
crease in demand for
power in the current
year, it added.

T he seventh season of
the well-known

celebrity talk show -
'Koffee With Karan' is
about to begin. Samantha
Ruth Prabhu is seen
pulling Karan Johar's leg
in the flamboyant trailer,
which came out on
Saturday. She brings up
the subject of marriages
in his films.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu
appeared on Karan's
show. She created a name
for herself in the first
episode of the Hindi web-
series The Family Man-2.
The precise air date of
Samantha Ruth Prabhu's
episode is still unknown,
but it seems like the
Majili actress had a few
light-hearted moments
during her appearance on
the show.

As Karan Johar and
Samantha appear to be

having a good time talk-
ing about some recent
events, Samantha is
heard telling Karan: "You
are the reason behind un-
happy marriages."

"You have portrayed life
as 'K3G- Kabhi Kushi
Kabhi Gham', whereas in
fact, life is 'KGF,'"
Samantha says. These
amusing exchanges be-
tween Karan Johar and
Samantha have gone
viral.

Akshay Kumar, Anil
Kapoor, Ranveer Singh,
Alia Bhatt, Varun
Dhawan, Janhvi Kapoor,
Sara Ali Khan, Vijay
Devarakonda, Samantha
Ruth Prabhu, Shahid
Kapoor, and Kiara Advani
are some of the
Bollywood celebrities
who will be seen on the
celebrity talk show this
season.

ACROSS

1. Mimicked

5. Back

9. Geometric corner

14. Buddhist monk

15. Alleviate

16. Hold up

17. Stiffly formal

18. Speed up

20. Successful songs

21. Picked

22. Poems of praise

23. Concur

25. Look after

27. Thailand’s neighbor

29. Plaid

34. Zeus or Apollo

37. Endeavored

40. Poem

41. Goodbye (Fr.)

43. Last letter

44. Climbing vines

45. Hermit

46. Actress ____ Barkin

48. “Welcome” rug

49. Amphitheaters

51. Move slowly

53. Earring site

56. Keaton and Sawyer

60. Loads (2 wds.)

64. Untamed

66. Rant and ____

67. Opposition

69. Declare

70. Stories

71. Misdeeds

72. Rice wine

73. Sleep noise

74. Golf pegs

75. Winter vehicle

DOWN

1. First Greek letter

2. Eiffel Tower locale

3. Gives forth

4. ____ in distress

5. Nuclear ____

6. Per person

7. Broad tie

8. Della ____ of “Touched by an Angel”

9. Summer cooler

10. Roman emperor

11. Pleased

12. Not punctual

13. Ogles

19. Gave temporarily

24. Not artificial

26. Painter Leonardo ____ (2 wds.)

28. Dimension

30. Gun an engine
31. Slender
32. Yachting
33. Cozy place
34. Party
35. Bloodhound’s clue
36. Eat at eight
38. Wriggly fish
39. Sub store
42. Poetic dusk
47. Eternal
50. Not hard
52. Pester
54. Wild animal
55. Bert’s buddy
57. Marine
58. Call forth
59. Did needlework
60. ____ and crafts
61. Lacking fat
62. Nordic capital
63. Row
65. Complexion woe
68. Opposite of NNW
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Things might get a bit confusing for you

today, Aquarius. Don’t feel like you need

to make sense of it all. In fact, this task

may be impossible. Just be yourself. Let

your creative nature shine through. Other

people are quite malleable, and you

should feel free to take the lead in just

about any situation. Make sure, however,

that you consider other people’s needs.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Mix your reality with a bit of fantasy today,

Pisces. Allow your feet to come off the ground

for a little while. Give yourself a rest. Take

some time to meditate and clear your mind of

your daily worries. Calming, relaxing activities

are the best way to spend the day. Spend time

communicating with friends and feel free to

go deep into conversations regarding out-

landish subjects. Allow yourself to dream.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Let yourself go into high creative mode and

drift into a whole other world, Aries. Escape

your present reality and explore your fan-

tasies through any sort of artistic endeavor.

Dream as big as your mind allows. There’s

no limit to the things that can manifest on a

day like today. Push your limits and test

your boundaries. You may be able to soar

much higher than you think.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’ll find that things are slipping nicely into

place for you today, Taurus. Your persuasive

manner and gentle nudges are just enough to

get people where you want them. Control is

all yours if you want it. Remember that you

need to be willing to accept the blame for

failure as well as praise for success. Any risks

you take today, however, are likely to work

out in your favor.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

When faced with ten entrees on the menu,
it might be hard for you to choose just one.
Feel free to order two or more, Gemini.
Don’t let indecisiveness slow you down. At
the same time, don’t view it as something
negative. The key for today is to go with
the flow. Expand your dreams as far and
wide as you wish. Have fun as long as
you’re willing to take full responsibility for
your actions.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your dreams won’t come true unless you

believe in and act on them, Cancer. No one

else is going to do it for you. Unless you have a

fairy godmother, you need to take matters into

your own hands. Realize, however, that you

can get there many different ways. The first

step is to believe in yourself. Anything is pos-

sible. Today is a great day to let your imagina-

tion call the shots.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If people hassle you or give you a hard
time about your appearance today, pay
them no mind, Leo. You have the right
to live your life any way you want to. If
that means you want to go around the
house in a grubby T-shirt and tattered
sweatpants that haven’t been washed
in months, then so be it. Feel free to be
whoever you want to be.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Reach for the pot of gold at the end of the

rainbow, Virgo. It’s closer than you think.

Indeed, your dreams are completely with-

in your reach, and there are huge forces

at work helping you achieve your goals.

You should find yourself in a favorable

mood all day. People will be more sensi-

tive than usual to your emotions. Let your

fantasies lead the way.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today is your day to dream and dream big,

Libra. Think about what it is that you want

most out of life. Aim your arrow to the

stars and pull back your bow as far as pos-

sible. There’s no limit to how far you can

go. Your only limitation is your imagina-

tion. Don’t worry if your plan doesn’t seem

to make any rational sense. Worry more

about what you want and less about how

you’re going to get it.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Expand your mind to its furthest reaches
today, Scorpio. There’s an incredible
opportunity opening up for you in which
you can make great strides in a creative
realm. Follow the music. Pick up an
instrument, browse an online music store,
or listen to your favorite playlist. Let the
artist within have room to play. Shoot for
a goal and don’t stop until you reach it.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your mind may seem rather cloudy today,

Sagittarius, but don’t let this hinder you. In

fact, you’ll find that you can use this feel-

ing of fantasy to your advantage. Try to

bring more magic into your life. You’ll dis-

cover that the more you accept your

bizarre feelings and ideas, the more things

will fall into place. Don’t think that every-

thing in life has to be completely rational.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is an excellent day for you, one in

which you’ll find a great deal of strength in

your emotions, Capricorn. Trust that your

instincts are serving you well. You have noth-

ing to lose by following your heart. This is an

important time for you to rekindle the

dreams that you’ve let smolder. Bring more

of your fantasy world into your everyday life.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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E verybody needs a
place where they can

be truly themselves. The
favourite corner at your
home is a private retreat
for every individual. &TV
artists Saachi Tiwari
(Devi Sumati, Baal Shiv),
Ambrish Bobby (Ramesh
Prasad Mishra, Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai?),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Rohitashv
Gour (Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about favourite cor-
ners of their home where
they like to spend most of
the time. Saachi Tiwari,
aka Devi Sumati in &TV’s
Baal Shiv, says, “The en-
tire home is a labour of
love by my family and me,
but my favourite part of
the house is the living

room. It is large enough to
shoot my reels and make
some social media videos
as it is full of lights. I
spend a lot of time here
watching Baal Shiv on TV
with my family, reading,
thinking about creating
creative content and
much more. Our living
room has ample sunlight,
and most of the décor in
the living room was done
by my mom and me. So,
the living room is my
favourite place where I
am the most creative,
comfortable, and happy.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

'Saath Nibhaana
Saathiya' actress Kajal
Pisal enjoys making ex-
ercise a fun activity
rather than a boring
task. She sets goals for
other women to follow a
fitness regime.

She says: "In the
process of losing weight
and staying fit, women
often end up making
mistakes like eating too
little, not working out as
per their body type and
expecting instant re-
sults. I believe it is es-
sential to concentrate
on having a balanced
diet comprising all the
nutrients, and comple-
ment it with regular
workouts by making ex-
ercise a fun activity
rather than a boring
task."

Kajal finds fitness a
long and tedious process
for women. "Fitness is a
long and tedious
process, especially for
us women who have to
deal with weight loss.
I'm very much con-
cerned and devoted to
my fitness wellbeing.
I'm making sure to
workout before and after
my shoots," she shares.

"When it comes to
looking and feeling
great through the differ-
ent ages of life, the clos-
est thing to do is exer-
cise. It is one of these
controllable factors, and
it's highly effective at
improving health," con-
cludes the actress
known for shows such
as 'C.I.D', 'Naagin 5' and
many more.

Fitness First: Kajal Pisal says she loves her exercise routine

LL  anguage and genre are no longer
restrictions, and actors across

different regional industries are
working together in Bollywood as one
unit today. Popular actress Wamiqa
Gabbi, who was seen in 'Jab We Met',
'Mausam', 'Love Aaj Kal' and other
Bollywood movies, believes that this
is a good and much-needed change in
the industry. Wamiqa says: "I feel
that prominent names of cinema have
a fresh formula to win the pan-Indian
audience. 
They have learnt that the divide
between vernacular and national
films can be obliterated." "Not only
regional stars are making their way to
mainstream Bollywood but vice versa
too. Today, actors from across region-
al industries are coming together
with a single aim -- to make good
content," she adds. Wamiqa was last
seen in the official Indian adaptation
of the hit American anthology series,
'Modern Love', by the name of
'Modern Love: Mumbai'. The show is
available for streaming on Amazon
Prime Video.

Wamiqa Gabbi says language, genre
no longer matter in pan-India cinema

S ony Entertainment Television’s Mere Sai Shraddha aur Saburi
has been reigning the mytho-genre by focusing on the moral prin-

ciples that one must uphold to have a holistic existence as a human
being through Sai Baba’s ideologies and teachings. Stepping into a
new phase of Sai Baba’s life, Mere Sai that has taken a leap will now
showcase the dawn of a new era over Shirdi. With the emergence of in-
dustries and technologies, Shirdi is moving towards a semi-urban
lifestyle which has opened doors to outsiders and changes. With the in-
dustrialization, there will be a rise in progress which in turn will
bring about balance, change and prosperity. And, it  is  Sai  Baba
(Tushar Dalvi) who will be the beacon that will teach everyone the art
of balance between progress and change and how one should incorpo-
rate these values in their lives.

Acing numerous roles across television, films and OTT, actor Anuj
Sharma will be seen essaying the role of Sharad in Mere Sai’s leap
phase. The actor himself is a strong believer in Sai Baba and is very
thrilled to be a part of one of the longest-running shows on Sony
Entertainment Television. Shedding light on his character, Anuj
shares, “My character Sharad is a very positive man with a pure heart.
He is a family person who wants to give his family all the happiness
and luxury. He is very close to his son and dreams of sending him to
Mumbai (then Bombay) for his higher education. But Sharad thinks
that earning money is the only way to provide a better life for his fami-
ly. He works day in and out, without giving his family any time. He is
unaware of the fact that time is the biggest treasure. Will he be able to
understand it before it's too late?”

Watch Anuj Sharma as Sharad in Mere Sai Shraddha aur
Saburi airing every Monday to Friday at 7pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Anuj
Sharma
enters

‘Mere Sai
Shraddh

a aur
Saburi’

Actors and their
favourite corners

at home!

Samantha
blames KJo films 

for portraying marriages
unrealistically
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Pallekele, Jul 04 (PTI):

The Indian women’s
team dominated from
start to finish, with both
the bat and ball, to ham-
mer Sri Lanka by 10
wickets in the second
ODI and take an unassail-
able 2-0 lead in the three-
match series here on
Monday.

It is worth mentioning
that the Indian team’s
openers fired for the first
time on the tour, sharing
a partnership of 174 runs
to see the visitors home
in just 25.4 overs and fi-
nally managing to silence
their detractors after
being pilloried for their
below-par show.

It is the highest target
successfully chased with-
out losing a wicket in
women’s ODIs.

The bowlers set it up
for the tourists by dis-
missing Sri Lanka for
173, and after that, Smriti
Mandhana’s stroke-filled
94 off 83 balls and Shafali
Verma’s run-a-ball 71
paved the way for the con-

vincing win. The experi-
enced Mandhana struck
11 boundaries and a six
in her blazing knock,
while Verma found the
fence four times and
cleared it once.

After having won the
first ODI comfortably, the

Indians came into the
second game as firm
favourites against a wob-
bly Sri Lankan side.
Adding to the visitors
confidence was the fact
that they also triumphed
in the preceding three-
match T20I series.

After winning the toss,
Indian skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur asked
Sri Lanka to bat first on a
surface in favourable con-
ditions for the bowlers.

The hosts soon found
themselves in all sorts of
trouble as pacer Renuka

Singh was on point with
her lengths from the
word go.

The 26-year-old reigned
supreme with the ball,
with a career-best 4 for 28,
rattling the Sri Lankan
top-order with three
quick strikes.

Even as wickets fell at
regular intervals, lower-
order batter Ama
Kanchana held fort for
the hosts with an unbeat-
en 47 off 83 balls.
Seasoned off-spinner
Deepti Sharma’s two
wickets off the last two
balls helped India bowl
out the Lankans.

“We have been talking
about long partnerships.
We discussed that we
need to give 100 percent.
The partnership was out-
standing. It is important
to have bowling options,”
Harmanpreet said after
the game.

India won the first ODI
by four wickets and will
look to complete a 3-0
sweep when they meet
the home team in the
final match on Thursday.

Openers fire as all-round India seal
ODI series with 10-wicket drubbing Wimbledon, Jul 04 (AP):

Even knowing what an
unusual Wimbledon this
has been, what with so
many unexpected results
and new faces popping
up, and so few top seeds
and major champions re-
maining, surely Novak
Djokovic would not lose
to a wild-card entry mak-
ing his Grand Slam
debut, would he?

If it did not quite seem
plausible, it did at least
become vaguely possible
a tad past 9:30 p.m. on
Sunday night under the
closed roof at Centre
Court, when 25-year-old
Dutchman Tim van
Rijthoven ranking: 104th;
lifetime tour-level victo-
ries: eight, all in the past
month had the temerity
to smack a 133 mph ace
past Djokovic and tie
their fourth-round match
at a set apiece.

All of nine minutes
later, the time it took
Djokovic to grab 12 of the
next 15 points, and the
next three games, both
plausibility and possibili-
ty took a hike.

Soon enough, the third
set was his, and not much
later, so was the fourth,
and the match, a 6-2, 4-6, 6-
1, 6-2 result that gave the
tournament’s No. 1 seed a
25th consecutive grass-
court victory at the All
England Club and a place
in his 13th Wimbledon
quarterfinal.

Novak did his Novak
thing, van Rijthoven said,
and played very, very
well. He had all the an-
swers. Beforehand, van
Rijthoven had said: I’ll go

into that match thinking
I can win. Might have still
had that sense Sunday
evening. If only briefly.

Eventually, the only
true question was
whether Djokovic would
wrap this one up in time,
because there is an 11
p.m. curfew. Running up
against that would have
required them to resume
Monday.

Whew. I am lucky,
Djokovic said after clos-
ing the deal with 20 min-
utes to spare.

Indian bowler Renuka Singh celebrates with
teammates after a wicket, during the 2nd ODI cricket
match between India and Sri Lanka, at Pallekele
International Cricket Stadium, in Kandy, Monday.

Skipper Harmanpreet
expresses relief 

after openers fire

Pallekele: Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur was relieved that Smriti
Mandhana and Shafali Verma
finally came good with a record-
breaking opening partnership to
set up India’s series-clinching
10-wicket win over Sri Lanka in
the second ODI here on Monday.
“We have been talking about
long partnerships and thankfully
we got it today. I am happy with
the way we batted, it was out-
standing to watch,”
Harmanpreet said during the
post-match presentation. The
Indian skipper also lauded the
performances of the bowlers
including the likes of Renuka
Singh, Meghna Singh, and
Deepti Sharma, who with their
tight bowling, ensured the hosts
are bundled out for a paltry 173.

Wimbledon wild-card entry
steals set, not win, from Djokovic

Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Tim van Rijthoven
of the Netherlands during a mens fourth round
singles match on day seven of the Wimbledon tennis
championships in London.

Wimbledon, Jul 04 (AP):

She headed the ball.
She flicked it up with
her feet. Ons Jabeur is
having fun, and she’s
winning.

The Tunisian, who at
No. 3 is the highest-re-
maining women’s seed,
advanced to her second
straight Wimbledon
quarterfinal with a 7-6
(9), 6-4 victory over Elise
Mertens on No. 1 Court
on Sunday.

It’s my kind of thing
to express a little bit my
stress during the match,
doing funny things with
the football or anything
(that) just helps me con-
nect with the crowd,
Jabeur said of her ball
skills, like when she
chased down and headed
away a lob from Mertens
that went long. (To) be
myself on the court re-
ally is very, very impor-
tant.

The 27-year-old
Jabeur saved five set
points in the tiebreaker
the closest she’s come to
dropping a set through
four matches. She im-

proved to 9-0 this season
on grass, which includes
winning the Berlin
Open last month.

Just over a year ago,
she became the first
Arab woman to win a
singles title on the elite
women’s tennis tour
when she lifted the tro-

phy in Birmingham also
a grass-court tourna-
ment.

I love playing on
grass, I love the connec-
tion between nature and
me, so hopefully it will
continue this way for
me and maybe through
the finals,” Jabeur said.

Shaking off the disap-
pointment of a first-
round loss at the French
Open, Jabeur’s goals are
very high” at the All
England Club.

No matter who’s com-
ing, I’m going to build
the fight, I’m going to
fight till the end because
I really want the title,
said Jabeur, who has
never reached a Grand
Slam semifinal.

Up next is unseeded
Czech player Marie
Bouzkova, who ad-
vanced to her first
Grand Slam quarterfi-
nal by beating Caroline
Garcia of France 7-5, 6-
2.

Simona Halep is the
last Grand Slam cham-
pion standing on the
women’s side. The 16th-
seeded Romanian won at
Wimbledon in 2019 and
at the French Open the
year before that. She
faces fourth-seeded
Paula Badosa in the
fourth round on
Monday.

Jabeur and Badosa
are all that’s left of the
top 15 seeds.

Jabeur reaches Wimbledon
QF again, sets ‘very high’ goals

Ons Jabeur celebrates defeating Belgiums Elise
Mertens during a fourth round womens singles match
on day seven of the Wimbledon tennis championships
in London.

Birmingham, Jul 4 (PTI):

Star England batter
Jonny Bairstow has
played down the heated
verbal exchange he had
with senior India player
Virat Kohli during the
third day of the resched-
uled fifth Test, saying it
was part and parcel of the
game.

During the morning ses-
sion on Sunday, Kohli had
something to say to

Bairstow about his ‘play
and miss’ game but the
England batter wasn’t
someone to take it lightly.

At one point, the um-
pires had to intervene to
cool down tempers.

“Nah, there was literally
nothing to it,” Bairstow,
who hit 106 off 140 balls,
said when asked about the
heated exchange with
Kohli.

“We’ve played against
each other for a solid 10

years now. It’s a bit of
craic (having good time,
enjoyable social activity).
We’re fiercely competitive
on the field and that’s what
it’s about.

“We’re playing Test
cricket and we’re two com-
petitors. It brings the best
out of us. Whatever it

takes, you want to get
your team over the line

and that’s part
and parcel of
the game.”

After that
altercation,

Bairstow start-
ed chancing his
arms and
played a lot of

lofted shots over
mid-off and clipped a

few towards the mid-wick-
et boundary.

Asked at the press con-
ference after the third
day’s play if Kohli was
“poking the bear”,
Bairstow replied, “It’s a
nice pun that in it, really.

“We’ve been fortunate to
play against each other for
over 10 years now. So, we
have had some battles on
the field.

“I am pretty sure we will
be able to have dinner.
Don’t worry about that,”
said Bairstow.

Verbal exchange with Kohli part
and parcel of game: Bairstow

Melbourne, Jul 04 (PTI):

India captain
Harmapreet Kaur will re-
turn in Melbourne
Renegades colours for a
second season in the
Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL) during the eighth
edition of the T20 tourna-
ment later this year.

Harmanpreet, who has
represented India in over
200 matches across all for-
mats, is an all-rounder,
renowned for her destruc-
tive batting and handy off-
spin. The 33-year-old was
Renegades’ leading run-
scorer and wicket-taker in
the WBBL last year. She
scored 406 runs at an aver-
age of 58 — including 18

sixes, the most in the com-
petition — and also
claimed 15 wickets.

“I’m excited to be com-
ing back to the
Renegades,” Harmanpreet
was quoted as saying by
the Renegades’ website.

“I really enjoyed being
part of the team environ-
ment last season and feel
like that helped me pro-
duce some of my best
cricket. Personally, I just
wanted to play my role for
the team and it was pleas-
ing to be able to do that.

“We supported each
other as a team last year
and were able to get some
good results, but we still
have plenty of room to im-
prove.

Harmanpreet to return 
in Melbourne Renegades

colours in WBBL

Birmingham, Jul 04 (PTI):

India were all out for
245 in their second in-
nings on the fourth day
of the rescheduled fifth
Test here on Monday,
setting England a target
of 378 to draw the se-
ries. Cheteshwar Pujara
top-scored for the hosts
with a gutsy 66, while

first-innings centurion,
Rishabh Pant, helped
himself to 57.

England captain Ben
Stokes claimed excel-
lent figures of 4/33,
while there were two
wickets apiece for
Stuart Broad and Matty
Potts.

On the third day, India
grabbed a sizeable first-

innings lead of 132 runs
after dismissing
England for 284.

Resuming the penulti-
mate day at 125 for
three, Pujara and Pant
could add just 28 runs
before the former was
dismissed by Broad.

The Indians made 416
all out in their first in-
nings.

India set England 378-run target

Rishabh Pant plays a shot during the fourth day of the fifth cricket test match
between England and India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, England, Monday.

Karachi, Jul 04 (PTI):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam has admitted that
his team needs to strike a
judicious balance between
playing proactive brand of
cricket and adapting to sit-
uations when it needs to
employ a defensive ap-
proach.

Pakistan’s go-slow bat-
ting approach during their
last home series against
Australia was criticised as
Babar’s men couldn’t for
once score at a rate of
more than three runs per
over in all the innings
played during the three
games.

“We are trying to
change the way we play
Test cricket. Not easy for
batters when the other
team is dominating you,”
Babar said ahead of
team’s upcoming WTC
tour of Sri Lanka.

“We want to play posi-
tively irrespective of the
situation but it is only on a
given day that we can de-
cide how to win the match
and our strategy,” Babar
added.

However the Pakistan
skipper reminded every-
one that Test cricket de-

mands that teams respect
situations and adapt ac-
cordingly.

“But you must remem-
ber that the beauty of Test
cricket is about adapting
according to the situation.
You can’t go for quick runs
if the opposition is on
top,” he said but accepted
that there is a lot of room
for improvement.

The Pakistan captain is
well aware that they will
be challenged by Sri
Lanka on spinner-friendly
tracks.

“We have been following
their recent tests also
against Australia and you
can see spinners are domi-
nating. But we have also
prepared as per their con-
ditions and we have capa-
ble spinners in Yasir Shah,
Nauman Ali, Nawaz to
counter the conditions.”

But Babar is confident
that Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Co. will do well even if
the tracks are unrespon-
sive for fast bowlers.

“I also have confidence
in my fast bowlers, they
will dominate also. Our
batsmen have played there
before they can adapt well.
Every team is dangerous
on their home turf.

Babar wants balance between
proactive approach and playing

as per situation demands

Sindhu, Prannoy
seek momentum at
Malaysia Masters

KKuuaallaa  LLuummppuurr::  Star shuttlers P
V Sindhu and HS Prannoy will
look to sustain their momen-
tum when they spearhead the
Indian challenge at the
Malaysia Masters Super 500
badminton tournament, start-
ing here on Tuesday. Sindhu
and Prannoy had suffered con-
trasting defeats at the quarter-
final stage of the Malaysia
Open Super 750 last week and
will look to make amends this
week even though there was
hardly any time to iron out the
flaws. While Sindhu has
claimed two Super 300 titles at
Syed Modi International and
Swiss Open this year, Prannoy
is desperate to end a five-year
long wait for a title win. Sindhu,
a two-time Olympic medallist,
has been consistently reaching
the quarters and semis of the
world tour events but she has
looked slightly vulnerable
against the top players. Her
losses against Thailand’s
Ratchanok Inthanon, China’s
Chen Yu Fei and He Bing Jiao,
Korea’s An Se Young and neme-
sis Tai Tzu Ying from Chinese
Taipei have exposed her weak-
nesses, which she will look to
address ahead of the upcoming
Commonwealth Games. In the
opening round, the former
world champion will face the
formidable Bing Jiao, who had
shown her the door at the
Indonesia Open Super 1000 last
month.

India eye China
scalp in women’s

Hockey WC
A m s t e l v e e n
(Netherlands), Jul 4 (PTI):
Their defensive prowess
on display in the 1-1 draw
against Olympic bronze
medallist England, India
would look to plug holes in
the attacking department
and register their first win
of the women’s hockey
World Cup in their second
game against China here
on Tuesday.

The Indians produced a
superlative defensive per-
formance, spearheaded by
skipper and goalkeeper
Savita Punia, in the drawn
game against England in
their opening Pool B
match on Sunday.

The likes of vice-captain
Deep Grace Ekka, Nikki
Pradhan, Gurjit Kaur and
Udita dished out an excel-
lent performance, denying
England a single penalty
corner in the entire 60
minutes.

Their only blemish was
the ninth minute goal they
conceded when Isabella
Petter neatly deflected in a
pass from outside the ‘D’.

Barring that, it was a
near perfect effort from
the Indian backline
against England, who
fielded almost the same set
of players from the Great
Britain side that featured
in Tokyo Olympics.

Children cool off in a water pond on a hot summer day, on the outskirts of Srinagar, Monday.

BEATING THE HEAT

NGO to transform Nagaland
into fruit hub of India

Kohima, Jul 04 (PTI): 

An NGO under its ambi-
tious mission 'Trees for
Wealth' has set a target to
transform Nagaland into a
fruit hub of India by plant-
ing and nurturing at least
five lakh fruit trees by end
of this year.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Monday,
The Entrepreneurs
Associates (tEA) founder
and Chief Executive Officer,
Neichute Doulo, claimed
that its 'Trees for Wealth'
(TfW) movement launched
in November 2019, is a first
of its kind to bring about a
revolution in the local econ-
omy alongside restoring
and conserving the environ-
ment through the wide scale
plantation of fruit trees
with the slogan 'Micro by
One, Volume by Mass'.

The slogan, he said, is

built on the unique land
holding system and social
structure of ethnic commu-
nities of Nagaland and
Manipur in particularl and
North East Region in gener-
al. "Micro by One, Volume
by mass" where one million
farmers and individuals on
an average planting 1,000
fruit trees would indeed
lead to one billion fruit
trees, he hoped. Doulo said
fruit tree plantations by
community, government
and civil society organisa-
tions on wide scale will
make Nagaland the fruit
hub of India. He said vil-
lages willing to join the
movement need to have at
least 50 progressive farmers
with proper land while tEA
will provide the saplings for
free, besides hand-holding
training to nurture the fruit
trees. Through the move-
ment a mixed variety of

fruit trees like plum, or-
ange, lime, guava, persim-
mon, avocado, mango, fig,
tamarillo (Naga tree toma-
to), walnut, pears, litchee,
etc are being introduced in-
cluding quick yielding fruit
trees so that the farmers
can harvest early and start
earning income to motivate
and encourage them to
adopt fruit tree plantation
as a viable long-term liveli-
hood, he said.

Under this initiative vari-
ous cash crops and spices
have been promoted, Doulo
said. Since cash crops al-
ready have a steady market
demand, scaling it up is vi-
able and would substantial-
ly generate income for
farmers while it is support-
ed through tEA's Buy Back
Policy to facilitate market
linkages for farmers and
provide income assurance
and risk reduction, he said.

Dewas, Jul 04 (PTI): 

A tribal woman, sus-
pected to be having an
extra-marital affair, was
thrashed by a group of vil-
lagers and paraded after
being made to carry her
husband on her shoulders
in Madhya Pradesh's
Dewas district, police said
on Monday.

The incident took place
on Sunday in Borpadav
village under Udainagar
police station limits, some
110 km from the district
headquarters, the official
said, adding that nine peo-
ple were arrested in the
matter.

The accused also tore
the woman's clothes and
abused her, as per the FIR

registered in connection
with the incident.

Some videos surfaced on
social media platforms
wherein the woman was
seen being slapped repeat-
edly by villagers, and later
heckled and humiliated in
front of the public, while
she was carrying her hus-
band on her shoulders.

In another clip, the
woman and another man,
identified as Hari Singh
Bhilala, were seen with
garlands of shoes around
their necks and both being
humiliated by locals gath-
ered around them.

Based on a complaint
filed by Bhilala, an FIR
was later registered
against 11 named people,
including the woman's

husband, and some
unidentified persons
under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Suryakant Sharma said.

He said nine of the per-
sons named in the FIR
have been arrested, while
other accused were being
identified and will be
nabbed soon.

According to the FIR,
Bhilala knew the victim
woman for the past six
months and she reached
his house on Saturday
night out of mutual trust.

The woman told the
complainant that she
came to his house as her
husband suspected her
character and used to beat

her up, the FIR said.
On Sunday, the woman's

husband along with his as-
sociates came to the com-
plainant's place, dragged
him and the woman out,
and thrashed and abused
them, it said.

Later, the accused tore
the woman's clothes and
forced her to carry her
husband on her shoulders,
as per the FIR.

The woman and the
complainant were forced
to wear garlands of shoes,
the FIR said, adding that
police rescued them later.

Meanwhile, Madhya
Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Kamal Nath targeted
the ruling BJP, citing inci-
dents of atrocities against
tribals in the state.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati
have designed an afford-
able 'radiative cooler' coat-
ing material, an alterna-
tive to air-conditioning sys-
tem that needs no electrici-
ty to operate. According to
officials, this material is an
electricity-free cooling sys-
tem as it can be applied on
the rooftops, and functions
both during day and night
time to provide an alterna-
tive to conventional air-
conditioners.

"Passive radiative cool-
ing systems operate by
emitting heat absorbed
from the surrounding in
the form of infrared radia-
tions that can pass through

the atmosphere before get-
ting dumped into the cold
outer space. Most passive
radiative coolers operate
only at night. For daytime
operation, these coolers
need to reflect entire solar
radiation as well," Ashish
Kumar Chowdhary, re-
search scholar at IIT
Guwahati, said. "Till now,
these cooling systems are
not able to provide suffi-
cient cooling at daytime.
We are set to resolve these
issues and bring out an af-
fordable and more efficient
radiative cooling system
that can operate round-the-
clock," he added. Their in-
novation has been pub-
lished in the 'Journal of
Physics D: Applied Physics'
by IOP Publishing, United
Kingdom.

"Designing a passive ra-
diative cooler for daytime
operation is more challeng-
ing due to the simultane-
ous requirement of high
reflectance in entire solar
spectral regime and high
emissivity in the atmos-
pheric transmittance win-
dow," said Debabrata
Sikdar, Assistant Professor,
Department of Electronics
and Electrical
Engineering, IIT
Guwahati. "These radia-
tive coolers requiring no
external energy sources
for their operation could be
one of the best alternatives
to replace the conventional
air conditioning systems
used to cool buildings and
automobiles in countries
experiencing hot weather,
such as India.
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Commuters wade through a waterlogged underpass following monsoon rains, in Jabalpur, Monday.

U'khand siblings undergo challenging
surgeries for removal of tumours

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Two siblings from
Uttarakhand, who were di-
agnosed with large tu-
mours in vital organs of
their bodies, have received
a new lease of life after un-
dergoing complex surger-
ies at a hospital here, doc-
tors said on Monday.

Brother-sister duo aged
8 and 15 years, respective-
ly, were recently presented
to doctors at the Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital with very
high blood pressure to the
tune of 200/120 mm Hg,
and were suffering from
various complications, in-
cluding seizures, they
said.

Both were evaluated.

The boy was found to have
a large tumour of the size
of 4.5 cm in the left adre-
nal gland. While his sister
was found to have two tu-
mors, one in each adrenal
gland, the larger one in
right adrenal gland meas-
uring 5.5 cm and another
in left adrenal gland meas-
uring 2.5 cm, the hospital
said in a statement.

Dr Ashwin Mallya,
urologist and robotic sur-
geon, a the hospital, who
operated on both the pa-
tients, said, "The initial
challenge for us was to
stabilise the blood pres-
sure of the siblings before
planning the complex sur-
gery. We planned to re-
move the tumors and pre-
serve the normal part of
adrenal gland because ad-
renal glands are very vital

organs of the body as they
produce steroids and
maintain blood pressure".
"We accomplished this by
using minimally invasive
surgery through key hole
incisions," he said.

According to Dr Ajay
Sharma, chairperson,
urologist and robotic sur-
geon, at the hospital, said,
"The tumors of adrenal
gland are very challeng-
ing to operate because of
their location in the body.
These glands are small,
triangular shaped glands
located on top of both kid-
neys. They are very close
to the major blood vessels
and during operation
there are chances of life-
threatening fluctuation in
blood pressure and heart
rate".

Surgeries of both the

children took about five
and a half hour. "Biopsy
reports of the tumors re-
vealed pheochromocy-
toma (rare adrenal
tumor). Genetic studies of
the siblings have revealed
a rare familial tumor syn-
drome called VHL syn-
drome. This syndrome
causes tumors all over the
body," it said.

Dr Sachin Kathuria,
consultant urologist, said,
"These rare and complex
cases could be performed
smoothly due to the team
approach consisting of
urologists, anaesthetists,
pediatric cardiology, neu-
rology and endocrinolo-
gy".Both siblings have re-
covered and have resumed
schooling within two
weeks of their surgery,
doctors said.

RAIN WOES MOB FURY ON 
RAIL PREMISES

RPF to be trained
in crowd control,
mob psychology

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):
Hit by huge losses due to
mob fury during recent agi-
tations, the railways has ap-
proached Meerut-based
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
Academy for Public Order
(RAPO) to train the Railway
Protection Force in crowd
control, public order man-
agement and mob psycholo-
gy. This is the first time the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), which is responsible
for protecting railway prop-
erty, will be trained to con-
trol mobs -- a task officials
say has fallen on the force
which has had to deal with
large protesting crowds on
several occasions over the
last year. The training for
the first batch of 182 person-
nel began at the academy on
Monday, officials said.

SC to hear on July
6 plea on AIADMK

leadership row
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0044  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court Monday said
that it would hear on July 6,
a plea filed by former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami
(EPS) challenging the
Madras High Court order
staying the passing of any
unannounced resolutions in
the meeting of the AIADMK
General and Executive coun-
cils concerning the issue of
single leadership of the
party. A vacation bench of
Justices Indira Banerjee and
JK Maheshwari said it would
hear the plea on July 6 sub-
ject to the clearance given
by Chief Justice NV Ramana.
Senior advocate CS
Vaidyanathan, appearing for
the EPS faction, mentioned
the matter for urgent listing,
saying that the High Court
division bench held an ex-
traordinary sitting past mid-
night and passed the order
at 4 am on June 23.

Journalists pitch for
organising legal aid 

For colleagues facing FIRs

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0044  ((PPTTII)):: Senior
journalists on Monday suggested
organising legal aid in different
cities for mediapersons who have
been a "target" of a "plethora of
FIRs" and "raids by the
Enforcement Directorate". The
suggestion was made at a meet-
ing organised by the Press Club
of India to discuss the challenges
faced by the media in the wake of
the arrest of Mohammed Zubair,
the co-founder of fact-checking
website Alt News, stopping
Pulitzer winner photojournalist
Sanaa Matoo from flying out of
the country and restrictions on
journalists on covering govern-
ment events. Speaking at the
event, veteran journalist T N
Ninan said holding meetings and
issuing statements are not
enough and there is a need for
different media associations --
print, television, digital and also
of varied persuasions -- to speak
in one voice.

IIT develops radiative cooling 
system which needs no electricity

In adrenal glands 

Tribal woman thrashed by 
villagers over suspected affair

Paraded after being made to carry husband on shoulders

ALTERNATIVE TO ACs

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has seized "undis-
closed" cash and jewellery
worth Rs 14 crore and de-
tected tax evasion of a "few
hundreds of crores" after
it recently raided a
Chhattisgarh-based group
engaged in coal trans-
portation and linked busi-
nesses, the CBDT said
Monday.

The searches were
launched on June 30 and
more than 30 locations in

Raipur, Bhilai, Raigarh,
Korba, Bilaspur and
Surajpur were covered,
apart from the premises of
the officer. The CBDT said
in a statement, without
identifying the group, that
the business entity in-
dulged in "unfair regular
collection on coal trans-
portation throughout the
state of Chhattisgarh lead-
ing to generation of huge
unaccounted income".

"Evidence of such collec-
tion of more than Rs 200
crore during a short time
period has been found. The
same has been corroborat-
ed by the key trusted asso-
ciates of the group," it said.

The statement added
that sleuths have found "in-
stances of certain cash
payments made to govern-
ment officials". The

Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) frames poli-
cy for the I-T department.
"A preliminary investiga-
tion of such incriminating
evidence gathered during
the search suggests that
the group has evaded in-
come tax running into a
few hundreds of crores,"
the statement said.

During the search, the
CBDT said, a large number
of property agreements
have been found, which re-
veal huge "undisclosed" in-
vestments made in acquisi-
tion of immovable proper-
ties that appear to be "be-
nami" in nature. "The
source of investment made
in acquisition of 50 acres
of immovable properties,
by the purported owners is
under further investiga-
tion," it said.

p In searches against
groups involved in
Coal transportation
and linked businesses

p IT raids in more than 30
premises in Ch'garh

I-T detects tax evasion
worth hundreds of crores 

MoU signed to improve livelihood of STs, Adivasis 

Guwahati, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Bharat Rural
Livelihoods Foundation
(BRLF) on Monday said it
has joined hands with
Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) to improve
the employment opportu-
nities of ST and Adivasi
communities in two
Assam districts.

BRLF and BTC signed
an agreement to imple-
ment a project on improv-
ing the socio-economic
condition of some specific
communities in Bodoland,
the society under the
Union Ministry of Rural
Development said in a
statement.

According to the MoU,
the 'Transforming the
Lives of Bodoland Tribes'

project will cover 40,000
households belonging to
the tribal and the Adivasi
communities in two
blocks of Baksa and an-
other two blocks of
Udalguri districts over
four years.

The project aims at in-
creasing the income levels
through livelihood devel-
opment initiatives like im-
provement in land and
water conditions with a
rise in agriculture and off-
farm activities of the
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
and Adivasis of Bodoland.

It will also focus on en-
hancing the education lev-
els of children through
improved retention levels
in schools and quality
learning, better gover-
nance of local bodies, and
enhanced capacities of
community centres.

Speaking on the devel-

opment, BRLF chief exec-
utive officer Pramathesh
Ambasta said, "This proj-
ect envisages that civil so-
ciety organisations
(CSOs) will provide facili-
tation support to the
Gram Panchayats and
front-line government
functionaries."

While the BRLF would
contribute to the CSO fa-
cilitation support and ca-
pacity-building cost, phys-
ical work and input sup-
port to the targeted house-
holds would be carried out
by leveraging financial re-
sources from government
flagship schemes like
MGNREGA and other line
departments working
under BTC, he said.

"A Project Steering
Committee (PSC) would
be set up by the
Government of BTC,
chaired by the Principal

Secretary BTC for the
project. BRLF and CSOs
would be represented on
the PSC. For programmat-
ic costs, the BTC govern-
ment would commit finan-
cial resources," the state-
ment said.

BTC chief executive
member Pramod Boro
said the project is aimed at
improving the lives and
livelihoods of the tribal
and other communities of
Bodoland Territorial
Region (BTR) by increas-
ing their income levels.

The project will work to
encourage communities
to increase their income
through agricultural pro-
ductivity, creation of
water resources, irriga-
tion infrastructure, live-
stock productivity, and
other off-farm activities
such as the promotion of
handlooms, he added.

p In Assam districts



Hearing
VVaarraannaassii:: The district
court here fixed July 12
as the next date for hear-
ing the maintainability of
the Gyanvapi mosque-
Shringar Gauri complex
case as the Muslim side
presented its arguments
on Monday. Madan
Mohan Yadav, the counsel
for the Hindu side, said
the Muslim side argued
on the maintainability of
the case during which
they read out all points,
including the petition
filed on behalf of the
Hindu side for allowing
regular worship at the
Gyanvapi mosque.

Youngest
PPuunnee::  Kaamya
Karthikeyan has become
the youngest Indian to
scale the summit of
Mount Denali, the highest
mountain peak in North
America at 20,310 feet, a
defence ministry release
said on Monday.
Karthikeyan, a Class 10
student of Navy Children
School (NCS) in Mumbai
and daughter of Navy
Commander S
Karthikeyan, carried the
Tricolour and the Naval
Ensign to the summit of
Mount Denali on June 27,
thus becoming the
youngest Indian to
achieve the feat, it said.

Mild quake
JJaammmmuu:: A low-intensity
earthquake of magnitude
3.2 hit Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday but there were
no reports of any dam-
age, officials said. The
quake struck at 
12.12 pm in Doda area of
the Union Territory, the
officials said.

Suicide
RRaaiiggaarrhh::  A man ended his
life after allegedly drown-
ing his two children in a
pond in Chhattisgarh’s
Raigarh district, a police
official said on Monday.
The incident took place in
Bhuiapali village on
Sunday and the deceased
have been identified as
Naresh Gupta (35), his
son Shourya (5) and
daughter Simmi (3), said
Chakradhar Nagar
Station House Officer
(SHO) Kiran Gupta.

Lifer
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr::  A court
here on Monday convict-
ed 16 people, including
gangster Minu Tyagi, to
life imprisonment for
killing former chairman
of a cane society in
Rohana and his seven
family members. Special
Judge Chhote Lal Yadav
also imposed a fine of Rs
60,000 on the convicts
after holding them guilty
under IPC sections 302
(murder), 307 (attempt to
murder) and others.

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS  OF YOGI GOVT

Artists perform during a cultural programme organised to celebrate the completion of 100 days of Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s government in his second tenure, outside Vidhan Bhawan in
Lucknow, Monday.
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Children play on a pavement
amid monsoon rains, 

in New Delhi, Monday.
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Mumbai, Jul 04 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Monday won the floor
test in the state Assembly
on the last day of the two-
day special session of the
House.

In the 288-member
House, 164 MLAs voted for
the motion of confidence,
while 99 voted against it.
Three legislators ab-
stained from voting, while
Congress’s Ashok Chavan
and Vijay Wadettiwar
were among those absent
during the trust vote.

Speaker Rahul
Narvekar announced that
the trust vote was carried
by a majority vote.

After the death of a Shiv
Sena MLA recently, the
current strength of the
Assembly is reduced to
287, thus the majority
mark is 144.

Shinde was sworn in as
CM on June 30, a day after
Uddhav Thackeray quit
the post. BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis was sworn in as
the deputy CM.

During the floor test,
MLAs Abu Azmi and Rais
Shaikh (both of the
Samajwadi Party) and
Shah Farukh Anwar

(AIMIM) abstained from
voting. Eleven Congress
MLAs - Ashok Chavan,
Vijay Wadettiwar, Dheeraj
Deshmukh, Praniti
Shinde, Jitesh
Antapurkar, Zeeshan
Siddiqui, Raju Awale,

Mohan Hambarde, Kunal
Patil, Madhavrao
Jawalgaonkar and Shirish
Chaudhary - were absent
during the floor test.

Chavan and Wadettiwar
came late and were unable
to enter the House at the

time of the vote.
The NCP legislators ab-

sent from the House were -
Anil Deshmukh, Nawab
Malik, Dattatray Bharane,
Anna Bansode,
Babandada Shinde and
Sangram Jagtap.
Deshmukh and Malik are
currently in jail following
arrest in separate money
laundering cases.

The BJP MLAs - Mukta
Tilak and Laxman Jagtap -
both of whom are serious-
ly ill, also did not come to
the House, while BJP’s
Rahul Narvekar could not
vote as he is the Speaker.

AIMIM legislator Mufti
Mohammad Ismail also
did not attend the session.

Ahead of the floor test,
Sena MLA Santosh
Bangar, from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp, joined
CM Shinde’s faction, tak-
ing its tally to 40.

Speaking in the House
after the floor test,
Fadnavis said when some
MLAs were voting, mem-
bers from the opposition
benches shouted “ED,
ED”.

“It is true the new gov-
ernment is formed by ED,
which stands for Eknath
and Devendra, the BJP
leader remarked.

MAHA ASSEMBLY

Shinde wins floor test 

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde and Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis along with
MLAs after a special session of Maharashtra Assembly,
at Vidhan Bhavan in Mumbai, Monday.

‘I was suppressed for long time’
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde on Monday said he
had been suppressed for a long time and the rebellion led by
him was a fallout of the unfair treatment meted out to him, an
apparent reference to his old association with the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena. “The happenings of today didn’t hap-
pen in just one day,” Shinde said in his victory speech after the
newly-formed government led by him won the trust vote in the
Legislative Assembly.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):

The Congress on
Monday said an FIR has
been registered against
BJP MPs Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore and Subrat
Pathak on its complaint
related to a fake video of
Rahul Gandhi, allegedly
aimed at disturbing com-
munal harmony.

The FIR against the MPs
and three others was regis-
tered in Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh, chief of the
party’s media and publici-
ty team Pawan Khera said.

The Congress has also
lodged complaints against
them in Delhi, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh, Khera and
the party’s social media in-
charge Supriya Shrinate
told reporters.

The complaints follow
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh writ-
ing to BJP president J P
Nadda to say the party
should initiate action
against its leaders for
spreading fake news
against Rahul Gandhi and
get the doctored video re-
moved from their Twitter
timelines. Shrinate ac-
cused Rathore of sedition.

If an attempt is made by a
former Union minister to
spread fake news with the
intention of disturbing
communal harmony in
the country, it amounts to
sedition, she alleged.

“Why are these people
spreading this fire of hate
all over the country? We
ask the prime minister
why he has converted MPs
and former ministers to
‘two-rupee trolls’. The
problem is those who ped-
dle fake news get promo-
tions in the BJP. Everyone
knows what the current
I&B minister said during
Delhi riots and he was pro-
moted,” Shrinate said.

The prime minister
spoke for nearly half an
hour at Hyderabad but did

not make a single appeal
for peace, she said.

A TV channel has is-
sued a public apology for
airing the fake video of
Rahul Gandhi.

“Peddling fake news on
social media is one thing
but using social media in
cahoots with terrorists
will not be accepted. At
such a sensitive time in
the country, how can they
dare to spread a fake video
involving Rahul Gandhi.
Apart from fake news, this
is also a conspiracy be-
cause even if Twitter posts
are deleted, WhatsApp
messages would remain in
circulation and disturb
peace,” Shrinate said.

She also warned the
BJP against attempting to
“link Rahul Gandhi and
other party leaders with
terrorists”.

“We have to make social
media a safe platform, a
platform for public dis-
course and for policy dis-
cussions, giving sugges-
tions to improve the poli-
cies,” she said. “You will
have to face consequences
of maligning our leader,”
Shrinate said. Khera also
alleged that the BJP has
been found to have links
with terrorists.

Shimla/Manali,Jul 04 (PTI):
Thirteen passengers were
killed and two others in-
jured after a bus fell into a
gorge in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kullu district on
Monday, officials said.

Initial reports had put
the death toll at 16.

The bus was on its way
to Kullu from Shainsher
when it fell into the gorge
at a hairpin bend near
Jangla village around 8.30
am, the officials said.

Dead Jhablu Devi’s
brother-in-law Tej
Prakash alleged callous at-
titude on the part of the
authorities in rescuing the
victims. “It took almost
three hours to take Jhablu

Devi from the accident site
to the hospital. Had the ad-
ministration acted swiftly,
some lives could have been
saved,” he said.

Twelve of the 13 dead
have been identified as
Tanu, Prem Chand, Fateh
Chand, Anita Devi,
Susheel Kumar, Khim
Dasi, Roshi Devi, Parvati
Devi, Jhablu Devi, Amit
Kumar Rajak, Aaksh and
Rakhi Maya.

The injured were admit-
ted to the Kullu regional
hospital for treatment.

The president and the
prime minister have con-
doled the loss of lives in
the accident. President
Ram Nath Kovind said he

was distressed to learn
about the death of stu-
dents and other people in
the accident.

Condoling the loss of
lives, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced Rs 2 lakh each for
the next of kin of those
who died. The injured will
be given Rs 50,000 each, the
Prime Minister’s Office
said in a tweet.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
also expressed grief over
the tragic bus accident.

Thakur said a magiste-
rial inquiry has been or-
dered and the Kullu ADM
will probe the whole inci-
dent.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):
Serum Institute has re-
quested the Union health
ministry for inclusion of
their Cy-Tb injection for
detection of Latent-TB in
the National TB
Elimination Programme
(NTEP) to support TB free-
India by 2025, official
sources said on Monday.

The Serum Institute had
recently informed the
ministry that the firm
would provide Cy-Tb injec-
tion at Rs 350 plus GST per
dose, an official source
stated. The letter for the
inclusion of Cy-Tb was
written by Prakash

Kumar Singh, Director,
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at SII.

The Cy-Tb injection was
granted market authorisa-
tion by the Drugs
Controller General of
India (DCGI) on May 9,
2022.

In response to Singh’s
request, the Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) had
sought the price of Cy-Tb
injection. Serum Institute
has informed MoHFW
that the firm will provide
Cy-Tb injection at Rs 350
plus GST per dose, an offi-
cial source stated.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):

Amid rising consumer
complaints, the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) on
Monday barred hotels and
restaurants from levying
service charge automati-
cally or by default in food
bills and allowed cus-
tomers to file complaints
in case of violation.

The CCPA has issued
guidelines for preventing
unfair trade practices and
violation of consumer
rights with regard to levy-
ing of service charge.

“No hotels or restau-
rants shall add service
charge automatically or by
default in the bill,” CCPA
Chief Commissioner said

in the guideline. There
should not be any collec-
tion of service charge by
any other name, it added.

No hotel or restaurant
can force a consumer to
pay service charge. They
have to clearly inform the
consumer that service
charge is voluntary, op-
tional and at consumer’s
discretion.

“No restriction on entry
or provision of services
based on collection of
service charge shall be im-
posed on consumers,” the
guideline added.

Further, service charge
cannot be collected by
adding it along with the
food bill and levying GST
on the total amount. If any
consumer finds that a

hotel or restaurant is levy-
ing service charge in vio-
lation of the guidelines,
s/he can request the con-
cerned establishment to
remove it from the bill
amount.

The consumers can also
lodge a complaint on the
National Consumer
Helpline (NCH), which
works as an alternate dis-
pute redressal mechanism
at the pre-litigation level,
by calling 1915 or through
the NCH mobile app.

They can also file com-
plaints with the Consumer
Commission. The com-
plaint can be filed elec-
tronically through the e-
Daakhil portal for its
speedy and effective re-
dressal.

Bhimavaram (AP), July
04 (PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday said the history
of the country’s freedom
struggle was not about a
few years or some people,
as he called for building a
New India that reflected
the dreams of the freedom
fighters and one that en-
sured equal opportunities
to all sections.

Addressing a large pub-
lic meeting at
Pedaamiram here after
unveiling a 30-ft bronze
statue of legendary free-
dom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju on his
125th birth anniversary,

the Prime Minister said
his government in the last
eight years worked with a
commitment and imple-
mented policies aimed at

fulfilling the dreams of
the freedom fighters.

“As we celebrate the
75th anniversary of
Independence, the respon-
sibility is on every citizen
to fulfill the dreams of the
freedom fighters. Our
New India should be an
India of their dreams.
Such India, where the
poor, farmers, workers,
backward classes,
Adivasis and oppressed
have equal opportunities,
the Prime Minister re-
marked.

He paid glowing trib-
utes to all those who
fought to free the country
from colonial rule.

New Delhi, Jul 04: 

Two more people al-
legedly involved in the
killing of popular Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala
have been arrested by
Delhi Police’s Special Cell,
officials said on Monday.

With this, the Delhi po-
lice has so far arrested five
people in connection with
the case, they said.

The Delhi Police arrest-
ed Ankit and Sachin
Bhiwani Sunday night.
The two are wanted crimi-
nals belonging to
Lawrence Bishnoi and
Goldy Brar gang alliance,
they said. According to po-
lice, Ankit was one of the
shooters involved in the
killing of Moosewala,

while Bhiwani was re-
sponsible for harbouring
four of the shooters. A sen-
ior police officer said
Bhiwani, a native of
Haryana, handles the op-

erations of Lawrence
Bishnoi gang in
Rajasthan. He is also want-
ed in a case at Churu in
Rajasthan. He also said
that Ankit, a resident of
Sersa village in Haryana,
is also named in two other
cases of attempt to murder
in Rajasthan. A 9 mm pis-
tol along with 10 live car-
tridges, a 30 mm pistol
with nine live cartridges,
three police uniforms of
Punjab Police and two mo-
bile handsets along with a
dongle and SIM card have
been seized from their pos-
session, police said. Last
month, the Special Cell ar-
rested three people, in-
cluding two shooters, in
connection with the
killing of Moosewala.

New Delhi, Jul 04:

Black balloons spotted
near Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s chopper
as it took off from an air-
port in Andhra Pradesh
sparked a security scare
on Monday. Visuals
showed the balloons near
PM Modi’s helicopter soon
after take-off in
Vijaywada’s Gannavaram
airport. The police said
there was no security
breach and two balloons
were released 4.5 km away
from airport, five minutes
after he left. Some
Congress leaders were

protesting at the airport
where PM Modi’s chopper
took off. They were seen
holding black balloons and
placards as they shouted
slogans targeting the
Prime Minister. Four
Congress workers have
been caught and one is
still missing.

Congress leaders had
given a nationwide call to
oppose PM Modi by show-
ing black balloons. The
Prime Minister flew from
Hyderabad to Vijaywada
on a special plane and took
a chopper to Bhimavaram.

Now, Rathore booked in Chh’garh
for fake Rahul Gandhi video

Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore

SII TO HEALTH MINISTRY

‘Include Cy-Tb injection in
national TB elimination prog’

TERRIBLE MISHAP

13 killed, 2 injured as bus falls into gorge 
PM’s SECURITY SCARE 

Black balloons released
near PM chopper 

 Cong workers held

MAJOR RELIEF TO CONSUMERS 

Hotels, restaurants barred from levying service charge

Sidhu Moosewala shooter, aide arrested with guns

Undated photo of Sachin
Bhiwani, accused in the
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moose Wala murder case,
provided by Delhi Police
Special Cell.

‘History of country’s freedom struggle 
was not about a few years or some people’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addresses the event
for the celebrations of the
125th birth anniversary of
freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju, in
Bhimavaram, Monday.

‘India has 
eliminated all queues

by going online’
GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr::  Praising the role
of digital technology in chang-
ing the lives of people of the
country, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday said
India has eliminated queues by
going online to provide differ-
ent services. If India does not
adopt new technology with
changing times, it will remain
backward. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Newly po-
sitioned District Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena reached his cham-
ber at 10:00 am and met
with the officers and em-
ployees of the
Collectorate.

He spoke about working
in a positive direction by
establishing better coordi-
nation. Along with this,
he conducted Jandarshan,
which is directly con-
cerned with the common
man. He gave time accord-
ing to the matter to every
citizen at Jandarshan.

A citizen complained

about illegal occupation of
the land reserved for EWS
housing. He informed that
the land reserved for EWS
housing near link road
number 14 of Ashish
Nagar West Risali Bhilai
has been illegally captured
by some people who are
conducting illegal con-
struction on that land.

The applicant added
that he had conveyed in-
formation in this regard
last year too. At that time,
any construction work
had not commenced. But
for the past one week, con-
struction work has been
done by anti-social ele-
ments on this land.

The applicant did
not reveal his name
due to security rea-
sons. He has also at-
tached the layout and
map of this land with
his complaint. The
Collector, taking cog-
nizance of the matter,
directed the Building
Permission Officer
and other concerned
officers to conduct an
inquiry regarding the
land and assured the
applicant of proper
action as per the laws.
Along with this, the
Collector directed the con-
cerned officers to take
steps towards keeping the

EWS land safe.
A farmer from

Bhatgaon applied for
power connection for agri-
cultural work. The farmer

stated that in the month of
June, a revenue camp was
organized in his village.
He had filed an application
to update the land records.

After perusal, as-
surance was given to
rectify the records
but the status still re-
mains the same. He
requested the
Collector to direct the
concerned officer to
update the land
records so that he can
take the crop on his
agricultural land
with proper manage-
ment. The Collector
immediately forward-
ed the application to

the concerned Revenue
Officer for immediate ac-
tion as per the laws.

In this episode, 05 ambu-
lance drivers working

under an agency in Sector
09 Hospital complained
about a threat of illegal re-
trenchment and recovery
of money from their
salary. The drivers have
been working for the last
07 years and are working
under the present agency
for the last 03 years.

They complained that
two persons of the compa-
ny are demanding Rs 48000
against the salary paid in
the last three years. They
are applying various tac-
tics including threat of il-
legal retrenchment for ex-
tracting this amount from
the drivers. The Collector
took cognizance of the sit-

uation and sent the matter
to the concerned officer.

On the first day at his of-
fice, the Collector de-
scribed Jandarshan as a
medium of direct commu-
nication between the pub-
lic and the administration
and asked the officials to
seriously consider the ap-
plications received in
Jandarshan.

He clarified that if an
applicant is following the
procedure as per the rules,
undoubtedly, the adminis-
tration will make all possi-
ble efforts to redress the
grievance. A total of 15 ap-
plications were received in
Collector Jandarshan.

Day01@Office: Collector instructs 
to work with transparency

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0044:: After assuming the
charge of Durg District, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena in-
spected the Collectorate premis-
es after public darshan on
Monday. On the first day of his
office in Durg, Meena inspected
all the chambers of various de-
partments. The Collector
reached the Public Service
Center and had a general discus-
sion with the people regarding
the services. He took information
from the service center about
the status of the daily disposal of
the applications. Later, he took
detailed information from the of-
ficers-in-charge about the work
being conducted in various
branches and also inspected the
filing and record registers.

The Collector instructed the
officers to further improve the
cleanliness in the Collectorate
premises. He said that an effec-
tive system of cleanliness should
be put in place and its continuous
monitoring should be done. He
inquired about the status of
pending cases in various branch-
es and also questioned the ex-
pected time to complete them.
The Collector said that the gov-
ernment has fixed a stipulated

time frame to provide civil serv-
ices, but efforts should be made
to resolve the cases of the people
well before the stipulated time
limit so that they can get early
relief. The Collector also visited
the flood control room in the
premises. He inquired about the
works done so far. He also took
information from the officer-in-
charge of disaster control, re-
garding the status of disasters
like floods in Durg district so far.

He said that though Durg is less
prone to floods as compared to
other districts, the department
should always be prepared for
emergency situations. Officials
informed that the mock drill was
conducted recently. 

The administration is fully
equipped to deal with the disas-
ter situation. The Collector also
questioned the officers and em-
ployees of different branches
about their problems and moti-
vated them to deliver the best.
The Collector said that the gen-
eral public visits the
Collectorate with great expecta-
tion and they feel happy when
quality work is done on time and
a brighter image of the adminis-
tration is created. He asked the
officials to stay alert and try to
deliver the best. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Jawaharlal
Nehru Hospital and
Research Centre, Sector-9,
Bhilai Steel Plant celebrat-
ed National Doctors Day at
the Bhilai Niwas premises.
The first day of July every
year is commemorated as
National Doctors Day in
India to remember
Bharatratna Dr BC Roy, a
renowned Physician.

It is celebrated to honour
the selfless service of doc-
tors. On this occasion, the
value of doctors and their
services was emphasized,
particularly the work that
they did during the COVID
pandemic.

The event, hosted at the
Bhilai Niwas was attended
by Doctors and Executives
of Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital & Research Centre
across the spectrum. In the
event, senior doctors Dr SK
Issar, Ex-ED (M&HS) and
Dr Jayesh Dave, Ex-Addl

CMO and HoD
(Orthopaedics) were felici-
tated as the day also
marked their superannua-
tion.

The event also saw doc-
tors sharing their memo-
ries with senior doctors
and their on-field experi-
ences. Dr Ravindranath M,
CMO and Dr Pramod
Binayake, CMO along with
other senior Doctors felici-

tated Dr SK Issar and Dr
Jayesh Dave with Shrifal,
Shawl, certificate of appre-
ciation and Momento for
their remarkable contribu-
tion to the medical field
and also to the JLN institu-
tion.

Dr Anupam Lal, Addl
CMO and HoD
(Orthopaedics), Dr
Jeevanlal Gheedle, Addl
CMO (Gastroenterology)

and Dr Arun Nikose, Addl
CMO (Orthopaedics)
shared their experiences
about their journey in the
medical field with Dr Issar
and Dr Jayesh Dave.

Dr SK Issar who is a well-
known Gastroenterologist
of the State established a
fully functional
Gastroenterology unit in
JLNH&RC. He served the
organization for around 26

years. In his tenure leading
the JLN hospital, he has
successfully managed to re-
strict Dengue and manage
the Covid pandemic.

Dr Jayesh Dave, another
well-known Orthopaedic
Surgeon of Bhilai-Durg has
also been a mentor to many.
The event also witnessed a
blood donation camp where
doctors in their spirit of
commitment to society do-
nated blood in large num-
bers.

The theme for this year's
National Doctor's Day cele-
bration was "Family
Doctors on the Front Line."
The theme highlights the
contribution of doctors for
their service and dedica-
tion to humanity. National
Doctors' Day was first ob-
served by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
in India on July 1, 1991.

Dr Annapoorani, Addl
CMO and HoD (Dentistry)
proposed the Vote of
Thanks.

Lt Colonel Kapil Dev Pandey cremated
with full military honours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: A large
number of people bid a
tearful adieu to
Lieutenant Colonel Kapil
Dev Pandey, the brave son
of Bhilai, who was mar-
tyred in a massive land-
slide at Noney District of
Manipur. The army officer
was born and brought up

in Steel City, Bhilai.
His father Late GP

Pandey was an executive
of HSCL. Even after being
the only son in the family,
Kapil joined the defence
services to serve the na-
tion. He was commis-
sioned as an officer in the
Territorial Army in the
year 2006.

He served at different

sensitive locations within
the country and border
during the last 16 years. He
carried out major rescue
operations in the event of
natural calamities in
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttrakhand and other
states.

The mortal remains of
the martyr were flown
from Imphal to New Delhi

on Monday by an Indian
Air Force Aircraft. Earlier,
he was given full military
honours at Imphal
International Airport.

Slogans "Bharat Mata
Ki Jai", "Kapil Dev Pandey
Amar Rahe" rent the aid
as the body of Lt Col Kapil
Dev Pandey reached his
residence. The grief-strick-
en mother, wife and emo-

tional sisters paid their
last tributes at his resi-
dence located in
Manekshaw Enclave,
Delhi Cantt.

The funeral procession
moved to Brar Square
Crematorium where the
last rites of the mortal re-
mains were performed
with full Military
Honours. The funeral pyre

was lit by his elder son
Abhiraj Pandey.

Martyr Pandey was the
younger brother of Senior
Journalist and New Press
Club of Bhilai Nagar
President Bhavana
Pandey. He is survived by
Lt Col Chhavi Pandey
(Wife), Kusum Pandey
(Mother), Bhavana Pandey
(Sister), Kanchan Agrawal

(sister), Abhiraj Pandey
(son), Abeer Pandey (son)
and family.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a massive land-
slide hit the Noney area of
Manipur on the interven-
ing night of June 28 and 29
near the company location
of 107 Territorial Army de-
ployed near Tupul Railway
Station for protection of

the under construction
railway line from Jiribam
to Imphal.

Lt Col Pandey was the
Commander of Gurkha
Rifles Company deployed
here. Lt Col Pandey gave
supreme sacrifice in lines
of service while guarding
this vital infrastructural
project in the remote north
east area of the country.
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National Doctors Day celebrated at JLNH

Iconic Week celebrations begin at BSP

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Ministry of
Steel (MoS) and organisa-
tions under it are celebrat-
ing Iconic week from July
04-10, 2022 to commemo-
rate 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav ' in line with the
directive and plan of the
Ministry of Culture.

SAIL-BSP has planned a

number of events under
the themes of raising steel
consumption with focus
on rural India, also mov-
ing towards a circular
economy and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

A mobile van with the
theme of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Switch to steel
was flagged off by K K
Singh, ED I/c (P & A), Dr A

K Panda, ED (Finance) S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Tapan Kumar,
CGM (MM), DN Karan,
CGM(F & A) and other
senior officials at Ispat
bhavan on Monday. It will
travel across the
Township, villages nearby
and Mines. It was also
given a green signal in the
Township by Mayor

Neeraj Pal. The Iconic
week is being celebrated at
different locations across
Bhilai and its Mines in-
volving employees, school
children, residents of
Bhilai and nearby villages
to get Janbhagidari. 75
saplings were planted in
BSP Mines including
Rajhara, Kuteshwar, Hirri
and Dulki on Monday.

Lokesh Chandrakar takes
charge as BMC Commissioner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 04: Lokesh
Chandrakar took charge
as Commissioner of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation on Monday.
Soon after taking charge of
the office, he conducted a
surprise inspection of all
the departments. He took
stock of the functioning of
all the departments. After
getting acquainted with
the officers/employees,
the Municipal
Commissioner inspected
all the departments of the
main office and inquired
about the responsibilities
entrusted to the employees
and officers. He inspected
Steno to Commissioner
Room, Property Tax and
Estate Department,
Record Room, Building
Permission Department,
Public Service Center

Counter, Tax Collection
Center, Revenue
Department, Secretariat,
Health Department,
Public Information
Department, Planning
Department, Accounts
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Establishment Branch,
Superintendent, Pension
Branch, National Urban
Livelihood Mission and
other departments. He
questioned about pending
works related to pension,

claims and objections re-
lated to weaker sections
and backward classes,
health related works, etc.
He instructed all the offi-
cers/employees to remain
present during office
hours and perform their
duties diligently.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Steno to
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Purushottam Sahu and
others were present dur-
ing the inspection.

Jandarshan receives complaints of encroachments and labour laws violation
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‘EK KADAM HARIYALI KI ORE…’

Nava Bharat launched a novel initiative under the banner ‘Ek Kadam Hariyali ki Ore…’ to
make the Smart City Raipur even more greener and under this Minister for Environment
and Climate Change Mohammed Akbar, MLA Raipur (North) Kuldeep Juneja and Mayor
RMC Ejaz Dhebar were the chief guest and all three planted saplings and flagged off Nava
Bharat’s ‘Hariyali Rath’ through which people of colonies and society can avail saplings on
contact and from Nava Bharat’s office free-of-cost.

Students should follow the medical
code of conduct: Governor

Raipur, Jul 04: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey on
Monday attended the White
Coat Ceremony and Charak
Oath function of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur. The program was in-
augurated by lighting the
traditional lamp by the
Governor and the guests. On
this occasion, Director of
Medical Education
Department Dr. Vishnu Dutt
administered the Charak
oath to the new students to
follow medical ethics.

While addressing the
White Coat Ceremony,
Governor Ms. Uikey first
greeted the students. She
said that  you have got this
success after tireless hard
work and today we are all
witnesses to realize it. The
profession you have chosen
is considered to be the great-
est service to humanity.

Today everyone wants that
they should get a healthy
body, you all will have a big
contribution in fulfilling it.
The Governor told the stu-
dents that that Chhattisgarh
is a tribal dominated state,
in which there are many re-
mote areas where there is no
easy access to health facili-
ties. In such a situation, I re-
quest  you students to give
your services in remote dis-
tricts so that better health
facilities can be available in
these areas also. She said
that on the initiative of
Rashtriya Ayurvigyan
Aayog, the  decision to re-
place the ‘Hippocratic Oath’
with the ‘Charak Oath’ ad-
ministered to the students
admitted in the first year of
MBBS. is commendable.
With this initiative, students
will get acquainted with
Indian traditional medicine
and its glorious history. This
oath is also a recognition of
India’s contribution in the
field of medicine, she added.

Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the students who took
the ‘Charak Oath’ today,
will make the students more

dedicated and responsible
towards their work. Charak
oath will always motivate
the doctors to think and act
about the patient before
themselves. She said that
through the White Coat
Ceremony, the newcomer
students would have got in-
formation about the college,
which would be helpful  in
improving their academic
experience. The Governor
said that when you all will
give your services as doctors
after completing your stud-
ies, then you will be able to
directly connect with the
people and solve their prob-
lems. This will be the time
when you will be satisfied
with your work and people’s
happiness will infuse new
energy in you, then only you
will know the real purpose
of this profession and the
importance of white coat.

She said that this college
was established in 1963. I am
sure that all of you will con-
tinue the glorious history of
the college for so many
years of service. Every year
students from across the
country take admissions in

180 MBBS courses  and 145
postgraduate (M.D./M.S.)
and 10 super specialty cours-
es. With the better teaching
of these courses, the college
has set new records related
to continuous research
work, which is a matter of
pride for Chhattisgarh.

Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the vitality of the peo-
ple associated with this pro-
fession in the challenging
times of Covid-19 saved mil-
lions of lives. Governor Ms.
Uikey congratulated the col-
lege management for the
proud and grand ceremony
of Charak swearing-in and
said that the oath of medical
ethics which the students
have taken today will be fol-
lowed literally in their daily
medical work. On the occa-
sion, the Dean of the
Medical College, Dr. Tripti
Nagaria shared information
related to the establishment
and achievements of the col-
lege. At the same time, Dr.
Arvind Neral gave detailed
information about the code
of conduct related to med-
ical ethics. On this occasion,
Mr. Nikhil Gupta, student
taking admission in the first
year of the college, present-
ed his hand-drawn sketch to
the Governor, Ms. Uikey.
Professors and students of
Medical College including
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
Smriti Health Sciences and
Vice Chancellor of AYUSH
University Dr. Ashok
Chandrakar were present in
the function.

One arrested with stolen
bike and other items

Raipur, Jul 04: The police
had arrested the accused
Mohit involved in theft of
two-wheelers and other
materials here on Monday.
It was on tip from an in-
former that police came to
know that some person is
looking for selling a two-
wheeler near Bazar
Chowk, Ashok Nagar in
Gudhiyari and taking pro-
mopt action in this regard,
the police raided the place
and nabbed the accused as
per the details given.

On interrogation the ac-
cused disclosed his name
as Mohit alias Babloo R/o
Gudhiyari Raipur. When

the police asked him to
produce the vehicle docu-
ment of the Pulser vehi-
cle, then he tried to mis-
lead them and later re-
fused to have any docu-
ments in his possession.
On this the team seriously
interrogated him and on
which he accepted his
crime. Apart from this
bike, he informed police
that he had also stolen
iron rods, steel chair and
others.

So it was on location
given by the accused, the
police recovered iron rods,
steel chair, one Pulser bike
and other items worth Rs
70000 and filed a case
under section 379 of IPC
and 41 (1+4) as well.

Blood donation camp held
at Gravity Integrates

Raipur, Jul 04: A blood
donation camp was organ-
ized by Gravity Integrates
Private Limited. It was
held in our Conference
hall. All the preparation
such as arrangements of
beds, sanitation etc. was
made. A team of doctors
and nurses came from
AIIMS. It was open for all
so the People from neigh-
borhood also come to do-
nate blood.

Doctors and nurses
were present throughout
the day taking care of
donors and guiding them
with dos and don’ts re-
garding the blood dona-
tion.

People seemed quite en-

thusiastic for such a noble
cause. Firstly, the weight
was checked and then
he/she was laid on a bed
with a soft ball in their
hand. The process of ex-
tracting blood took close to
half an hour. After this,
they were given Juice and
Biscuit and were asked to
rest for some time. Every
donors were also given a
certificate of appreciation.

We believe such camps
should be organised on a
regular basis to emphasize
the need of creating
awareness among the peo-
ple about the importance
of blood donation. At 4pm
blood camp was over with
a great success.

Accused in cheating a
doctor arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044::  Raipur Police has
arrested an inter-state thug Talim
Hussain on charges of cheating
many by proclaiming himself as
an Army officer. It was based
upon the complaint by the com-
plainant Dr Aditi Singh in
Telibandha police station that on
June 11, 2022 she was duped of
total cash of Rs 2.94 lakh in the
name of getting testing of 15
jawans from CRPF for skin testing
in her clinic by the accused claim-
ing himself to be an officer from
CRPF. A complaint under section
420 was lodged against the
unknown based upon their mobile
numbers. It was based upon the
technical analysis of the mobile
phone numbers and their bank
accounts through which the
phone call was made to the com-
plainant and checking the amount

t r a n s f e r r e d
into the bank,
the police
located the
location of
accused as
one from Nuhu
of Haryana.
Later the police came to know
that the mobile numbers used by
the accused were fake and the
bank accounts too were of differ-
ent places and that they use it
only for cheating people tele-
phonically. The police team camp-
ing in Nuhu of Haryana obtained
information about the accused
Talim Hussain and was taken into
arrest. On interrogation he
accepted his crime and added
that he had cheated many people
from all over the country with
such tactics of claiming himself to
be an Army officer. The team
arrested the accused from his loca-
tion and seized the credit card
used, Aadhar Card, PAN card and
SIM cards and is further investiga-
tion about other frauds done by
him.

Ch’garh govt grants right to approve
layouts to Municipal Corporations

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 04 : In a bid to
solve the difficulties faced
by urban population in
layout approval,
Chhattisgarh Government
has decided to authorize
municipal corporations to
approve the layouts.
Earlier, the approval for
the same had to be taken
from the Municipal
Corporation as well as
Town and Country
Planning Department.

It is worth mentioning

that implementing the
Chief Minister’s an-
nouncement, the Housing
and Environment
Department has issued a
notification today in this
regard.

According to the notifi-
cation issued, Town and
Country Planning
Department has given
rights to approve layouts
within their limits to com-
missioners of 13 munici-
pal corporations including
Raipur, Birgaon, Durg,
Bhilai, Charoda, Risali,
Rajnandgaon, Raigarh,
Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Bilaspur, Korba and
Dhamtari. It has also been
said in the notification
that the work of approval
of the layout will be tech-
nically important as well
as an important part of
the implementation of the
master plan. The officers

holding educational quali-
fication prescribed for the
first and second class offi-
cers of Chhattisgarh town
and country planning can
only be entrusted with the
responsibility of perform-
ing work under the dele-
gated authority. The mu-
nicipal corporations con-
cerned will mandatorily
have to appoint a town
planner for layout ap-
proval.

Similarly, within one
month of the approval of
development permit, ex-
post facto approval has to
be taken for all layouts
from the officials of the
Town and Country
Planning Department of
the district concerned.
The development permits
to be approved will have to
be uploaded in the website
of the Town and Country
Planning Department and

a copy of the approved per-
missions will have to be
submitted to the Town and
Country Planning Office.
The authority of physical
examination and review of
the approved permissions
will be with the officials of
Town And Country
Planning. Similarly, under
the sections of
Chhattisgarh Nagar Tatha
Gram Nivesh Act, the
amount of revenue, fee,
penalty will have to be de-
posited under the relevant
items mentioned in the
Act. The municipal corpo-
ration concerned will be
responsible for violation of
the norms of
Chhattisgarh Nagar Tatha
Gram Nivesh Act,
Chhattisgarh Bhoomi
Vikas Adhiniyam and
Chhattisgarh Town and
Country Planning Rules
and Development Plan.

Chhattisgarh honoured as an ‘Aspiring
Leader’ in India’s start up circuit

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 04: The in-
dustry-friendly policies of
Chhattisgarh have once
again been appreciated by
the Central Government.
A state-wise Startup
Ranking was announced
today by the Central
Department for the
Promotion of Industry

and Internal Trade. In a
program organized by the
Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal in New Delhi,
Chhattisgarh was honored
as an aspiring leader for
the development of start-
up ecosystem in the state.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
have congratulated the of-
ficers and employees of
the Industries Department
for this achievement.

It is worth mentioning
that under Chhattisgarh’s
present Industrial Policy
of 2019-24, Special startup
Package has been imple-
mented to benefit the com-
mencement of startup

units. A total of 748 start-
ups are registered in the
state till date. In the cita-
tion given to Chhattisgarh
as an aspiring leader, it
has been mentioned that
many commendable ini-
tiatives have been taken by
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to encourage start-
ups throughout the state.
The establishment of
Startup Policy, provision
of tax exemption and
grant for startups and es-
tablishment and up-grada-
tion of incubators are the
major initiatives taken by
the state government to
promote start up culture
in the state. Provisions
have been made for co-
working space, mentor-

ship programmes, funding
and technology support
for startups through incu-
bators.

Three officers of
Chhattisgarh namely,
Anurag Pandey, Special
Secretary Commerce and
Industry Department,
Praveen Shukla
Additional Director
Industries, and Suman
Devangan Assistant
Director were honoured
by the Union Minister for
their special contribution
in the startup sector.

It is noteworthy that a
special incentive package
has been announced for
the units recognized by
the Government of India
to be established in
Chhattisgarh. Under this
package, interest subsidy
is a maximum of 70 per-
cent for maximum 11
years, fixed capital invest-
ment grant maximum 55
percent, net SGST reim-
bursement up to maxi-
mum 15 years, electricity
duty exemption up to max-
imum 10 years and other
grants mentioned in
Industrial Policy 2019-24 as

per eligibility. Facility of
exemption in land premi-
um, exemption in stamp
duty, exemption in project
reporting etc. is provided.
Reimbursement of 40 per-
cent of the building rent
for three years, subject to a
maximum limit of Rs 8,000
per month, and 50 percent
reimbursement for partic-
ipation in seminars, work-
shops, symposiums, exhi-
bitions by startup units,
subject to a maximum
limit of one lakh per
annum, is being given. To
encourage startups in
the state, 50 percent of
the expenditure for set-
ting up of incubators is
being given as grant of
maximum amount of Rs.
50 lakh and Rs. 3 lakh per
year for operation.

Under the Industrial
Award Scheme, a provi-
sion has been made to
give awards in the start-
up category. Provision
has been made for the
first, second and third
prizes of Rs 1,51,000, Rs
1,00,000 and Rs 51,000 re-
spectively along with a ci-
tation.

For the develop-
ment of start-up
ecosystems 

Ch’garh’s start-up
friendly policies
garners respect
from the Central
Govt

Union Minister
Piyush Goyal hon-
oured the state in a
program organized
in New Delhi

Total 748 startups
registered in the
state

Implementation of
CM’s announce-
ment 

Notification issued
by Housing and
Environment
Department

p Claiming himself to
be an Army officer
had duped her 
of Rs 2.94 lakh

p Worth Rs 70000

White coat ceremo-
ny successfully held
at Pt. JN Medical
College

Chamber delegation submits
memorandum to LS MP Soni 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries Amar
Parwani, General Secretary Ajay
Bhasin, Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Executive President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram Singhdev,
Ram Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal informed that the
Chamber delegation under the
leadership of Chamber President,
Amar Parwani  submitted a mem-
orandum to Lok Sabha MP  Sunil
Soni  to rollback the increased
rate of 12% GST in footwear prod-
ucts to 5% and exemption from
5% GST on unbranded prepack-
aged food grains.

Chamber State President Amar
Parwani said that the product
related to footwear comes under
an essential commodity, which is
mainly used by the lower and mid-
dle class. The footwear trades
carry out the trade according to
the need of the lower and middle
class people so that the essential
needs of the common men can be
met. At present, the corona epi-
demic has brought big financial
problems for of small and big
footwear traders, small traders
have became unemployed. With
the end of the epidemic, the
traders were back on the path of
recovery and unemployed work-
ers are now started getting
employment which is necessary
for the betterment of the econo-
my of the state.

Parwani further said that dur-
ing the inflation period, shoes up
to a maximum price of Rs 1000
are used as safety shoes by facto-
ry workers, school shoes by stu-
dents, PVC shoes by labourers
and farmers for work in the fields
and daily use. In the form of
affordable rubber slippers used
by different sections of the socie-
ty, the GST rate on which has
been increased from 5% to 12%.
Along with the traders of
footwear products, it will be
adversely affecting the hand
made artisans, cottage and small
scale industries operators, small
businessmen working through
Haat Bazaar and lower and mid-
dle class people of the state.
Regarding the tax levied by the
GST Council on unbranded
prepackaged food grains at the
rate of 5%, Parwani said that at
present there are 3 to 4 lakh
food items traders in the state
including small and big, out of
which the turnover of 70 to 80%
of the traders is Rs 40 lakh and
they are not maintaing book of
accounts and niether registered
in GST. If 5% tax is levied on
unbranded prepackaged food
grains, then this process is com-
plicated for small-medium busi-
nessmen who are busy in their
business, as a result of which
these businessmen only get
entangled in the books of
accounts. 

Training programme on Aesthetic of
Scientific Writing gets underway

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 04: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur is organizing a
one-week short term train-
ing program on Aesthetic
of Scientific Writing using
LaTeX in virtual mode.
The program commenced
on 4th of July, 2022 and
total 63 participants from
IIT, NIT and other insti-
tutes have registered in
this STTP. It’s being organ-
ized by the Department of
Computer Science and
Engineering. The STTP
aims to provide a clear un-
derstanding of the basics
of technical writing and
forming presentations by
using a technical writing
tool LaTeX

Dr. Subhojit Ghosh,
Chairman, Continuing
Education Cell, NIT Raipur
was the Chief Guest, and

Dr. Naresh Kumar
Nagwani, Associate Dean
(Academics), and Dr. Dilip
Singh Sisodia, HoD,
Computer Science and
Engineering were the
Guest of Honour at the in-
auguration ceremony
which involved virtual
lamp lighting and
Saraswati Vandana.

After the inaugural, ses-
sions on ‘Introduction to
LaTeX’ and ‘Creating
Tables and Figures’ were
conducted along with a Lab
session to wrap up the pro-
ceedings for the day.

Dr. AM Rawani, Director,
NIT Raipur is the Patron
and Dr. Jitendra Kumar
Rout, and Dr. Aakanksha
Sharaff, Assistant
Professors, CSE, are the co-
ordinators for this STTP.
The week-long program
will come to an end on 8th
July 2022.

CAIT urge one year lean period for
traders in compliance of ban on

single use plastic
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0044::  CAIT  National
Senior Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi,
States Working President
Vikram Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that in wake
of imposition of ban on single
use plastic w.e.f.  July 1st, 2022,
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has on Sunday
sent a communication to Union
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav urging for a
one year lean period with a
conciliatory approach instead
of coercive methods for the
implementation of the ban, for-
mation of a joint committee of
officials and stakeholders for
developing equitable alterna-
tives and launching of a nation
wide education and awareness
drive, support policy for manu-
facturing units for switching
over their business to other
alternatives and thereby pro-
tecting the huge employment,
the Industry is currently having
and plugging the usage of sin-
gle plastic use at the end of
manufacturers of different
commodities.

CAIT National  Senior Vice

President Mr. Amar Parwani &
State President Mr.  Jitendra
Doshi  in the communication
sent to Mr. Yadav said that
since it is the transformation
period therefore serious initia-
tives are required to ensure
that usage of single use plastic
is minimized in phases leading
to total idealistic situation of no
usage of single use plastic.  The
duty of the Government is to
roll out the policy and respec-
tive orders but it may not reach
to desired results and therefore
for such a gigantic task of ush-
ering into a new era having no
usage of single use plastic, a
comprehensive, collaborative
and participatory approach is
needed to ensure that in a short
time, the country should be
free from single use plastic.
Hence, we urge for a ‘participa-
tory governance” as highlight-
ed by Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi several times, to ensure
success of this initiative. 

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi
Parwani urged Mr. Yadav to
direct the concerned depart-
ments not to take any coercive
action against any trader or
unit for at least for first year
and an effective national cam-
paign should be launched with
the support of all stakeholders
to make it a national movement
like Jan Dhan Yojna. They have
suggested for constituting a
joint committee of senior gov-

ernment officials and represen-
tatives of stakeholder with a
time bound mandate of sug-
gesting and developing equi-
table alternatives to single use
plastic so that without any dis-
ruption, the country stops
using single use plastic. It is to
be noted that worldwide, the
Countries have adopted a
``phase-wise” approach to
free the country from plastic
pollution. 

Both trade leaders said that
over the period of more than
four decades, the usage of sin-
gle-use plastic has become
integral with the day today life
of the people . The mass usage
is either in packaging of goods
or handling the goods primarily
because of its negligible price
and easy to handle. It is a mat-
ter of fact that so far the equi-
table alternatives are either not
available or are much costly in
comparison to the price of sin-
gle use plastic.  Their use is
extensive and includes indus-
tries such as food handling,
storage, information technolo-
gy, health care, transportation,
energy management, building
construction, and packaging
etc.An immediate ban on usage
of single use plastic may crip-
ple several economic activities
related to different sectors and
a phase wise implementation
approach is needed-said the
leaders.

National conf on ‘Environmental Protection
and Human Life’ organized at CU

Raipur, Jul 04: A national
conference on environ-
mental protection and
human life was organized
at Guru Ghasidas Central
University, Bilaspur on
Saturday. The program
was inaugurated virtually
by Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Alok Chakrawal. The pro-
gram was organized under
the guidance of Professor
SS Singh, Dean Faculty of
Natural Resources with
the inspiration of the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Chakrawal.

The Chief Guest of this
program was All India
Convener of
Environmental Protection
Activity, Gopal Arya, the
Special Guest was the first
lady of the university,
Prof. Nilambari Dave and
the head of the province,
Dr. Anil who all graced the
occasion. Abhay Bapte,
Lata Gupta and Akshay

Alkari of environmental
protection activity were
also present in the pro-
gram.

During this program,
Vice-Chancellor informed
about the recent tree plan-
tation in the university
and emphasized on efforts
to plant endangered
species of forest species in
the university campus in
the coming time. He also
informed about the plan to
plant 5 acres of
Miyawanki forest in the
campus and about the var-
ious efforts to make the
campus zero emission car-
bon footprint. To save the
environment he laid em-
phasis on 5 essentials
–water, forest, land, ani-
mals, and people.

Gopal Arya in his
speech asked everyone to
pay attention to the 5 sub-
jects and asked for taking
these five subjects serious-

ly in life, and to bring
them into the routine, out
of which the first being
chemical free life, the sec-
ond least paper use, the
third use less plastic,
fourth save power, electric-
ity, petrol, etc. and fifth,
generate oxygen for your-
self in your house, which
includes developing a
house nursery. He de-
scribed these five to be
very important among the
students and such as can
solve many of our prob-
lems. Gopal Arya told the
people present in detail
about trees, water, and
polythene in an interest-
ing manner. What will
happen if 5 minutes of
oxygen is removed from
the atmosphere, he made
aware through a video.
How to complete your rou-
tine with minimum water
was also shown through
the video.

Special Guest, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, in her ad-
dress, discussed in detail
about the various dimen-
sions of the environment
and gave intricate details
in about the role of ani-
mals in our lives and mo-
tivated them to get in-
volved in environmental
protection activities. On
this occasion, the head of
the province, Dr. Anil
while guiding the stu-

dents, called upon them to
join the national environ-
mental protection activi-
ties. In the second session
of the national seminar,
Prof. K. Sahu, Dean of
Agricultural Engineering
College, Mungeli present-
ed his lecture about the
utility of water in human
life. In this session,
Professor S. S. Singh,
Dean, Faculty of Natural
Resources, explained in
detail about the origin of
forests and their contribu-
tion to the development of
human life.

At the end of the second
session, Gopal Arya also
resolved the doubts of the
students and also assured
to take the suggestions re-
ceived to the appropriate
forum. During this, Gopal
Arya inspired all those
present to take the formu-
la of AMG ‘Avoid,
Minimize & Generate’ for
environmental protec-
tion. All the Deans, Heads
of Departments,
Professors, research
scholars and students
present in this program
listened to the whole pro-
gram very attentively and
patiently and resolved
that in their lives they
would do the work of en-
vironmental protection as
effectively as possible at
their level.

Accused in telephonic fraud case nabbed

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: Under the lead-
ership of DIG and SSP Jitendra
Singh Meena, continuous action
is being taken against criminal
elements by the Bastar Police. In
case of telephonic fraud, the
accused are being traced and
investigated by running a special
campaign. In the same sequence,
in two separate cases, Bastar
Police has got major success in
taking action against three
accused of 2 gang who cheated in
the name of verification to start
again SIM in the name of provid-
ing a government job and saying
that the SIM is closed.

In the cheating case in the
name of providing government
job, during June 2022, the appli-
cant Ganesh Ram Kashyap resi-
dent Pathri had submitted an

application for the post of
Assistant Grade 3 in Collectorate
Office Jagdalpur. The said candi-
date was lured by the unknown
accused to get the job of
Assistant Grade-3 to the candi-
date through phone by proclaim-
ing himself to be a staff of
District Collector’s office
Jagdalpur.

After asking for Rs 20000 from
the applicant in his account, he
sent a fake appointment order. As
soon as the applicant came to
know about the fraud, an FIR was
lodged against the concerned
caller mobile holder and the
account holder at the police sta-
tion. The police registered an
offense under Section 420 of the
IPC 66 (D) IT Act of cheating and
took the matter into investiga-

tion. 
During the investigation,

based on the analysis of bank
accounts of the accused in the
case and technical evidence,
information about the presence
of the suspect was found in Bihar.
After this, a team was formed
under the leadership of Inspector
Kishore Kenwat, Dinesh Yadav
and sent to Bihar. A person was
arrested by the said team on the
basis of suspicion in district
Nalanda. On interrogation, he
disclosed his name as Chandan
Kumar resident of Nalanda Bihar.
On interrogation, he accepted to
have cheated the applicant
Ganesh Ram Kashyap of Rs 20000
in the name of getting govern-
ment job through mobile
phone. Mobile phone, laptop,
cash amount and other neces-
sary documents have been
recovered in possession of the
accused. Chandan Kumar,
accused in the case, has been
arrested and brought to
Jagdalpur. The accused has
admitted to committing crimes
in other districts of the state as
well. Regarding which informa-
tion is being sought.

18 players of Raipur bag medals

in Nat’L Muay Thai C’ship

Raipur, Jul 04: The re-
cently concluded National
Muay Thai Championship
( June 16-22) witnessed
Chhattisgarh team emerg-
ing as champion team. 18
players of Raipur district
who were part of the team

bagged medals and out of
them 12 were from Shri
Gujrati School.

Led by the president of
Shri Gujrati Shikshan
Sangh Narayan Bhai Patel,
GSS office bearers feted all
the 23 members of Raipur
district who were part of
the team.12 players of Shri
Gujrati School (07 from
Hindi Medium and 05 from
English Medium) were
handed over Rs 36,000 as
appreciation amount by

the committee members.
GSS President Narayan
Bhai Patel feeling proud
for the team members
wished for their golden fu-
ture. Secretary Tulsi Bhai
Patel unfolded the plans of
GSS to appreciate players
and asked them to pay at-
tention to academics as
well. On this occasion
Secretary duo Tulsi Bhai
Patel, Ashok Bhai Patel,
Treasurer Jayant Bhai
Taunk, Co-Secretary fuo
Vithal Das Patel and
Jayesh Bhai Pithalia and
other committee members
apart from English
Medium School Principal
Dr Shailesh Sharma, Hindi
Medium Principal Anis
Memon, Registrar Asok
Jachak, Administrator V K
Mishra, coach Tikeshwari
Sahu and others, informs
Anis Memon President
District Muay Thai
Association.

Aarya of DPS Raipur
Rolls on Silver

Raipur, Jul 04: Aarya
Singh of DPS Raipur has
engraved her triumph in
the school’s legacy by
grabbing three medals
back-to-back in Roller
Skating Championship
held at Raipur from 17th
June to 19th June 2022.

Organized by the Roller-
Skating Federation of
Chhattisgarh Association,
about 1800 skaters from all
over the prestigious
schools of Chhattisgarh
enrolled in this competi-
tion to prove their mettle.

Deft in her skill and im-
bued with a sense to win,
Aarya raced through the
one lap and four laps of
500+ D to notch 2 silver
medals and a bronze at
Sarona Rink.

This coveted position at
national level brought ap-
plauses from the
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee and the
Headmistress, R. Bhavani.
They felt proud of the un-
usual feat accomplished
by Aarya. Motivating her
further for bettering her
own records, they congrat-
ulated her and wished her
all the best.

The Pro Vice Chairman
Mr. Baldeo Singh Bhatia
and the members of the
management, Mr. Pukhraj
Jain and Mr. Vijay Shah
also congratulated her and
showered their blessings
for her future participa-
tion in such champi-
onships.

CM visited Mata Nageswari Devi temple 
Marwahi, Jul 04: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday kicked off his
mammoth public interac-
tion drive—‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’—in Bilaspur divi-
sion from Marwahi assem-
bly constituency. On his ar-
rival at Marwahi, Mr.
Baghel was accorded a tra-
ditional welcome with ‘gam-
chha’ and spun yarn by the
local public representatives
and the general public.

Chief Minister reached
Mata Nageswari Devi tem-
ple before commencing his
programme in Marwahi

and offered prayers to the
deity with traditional ritu-
als. He prayed for happi-
ness, prosperity and well

being of the people of
Chhattisgarh. The locals be-
lieve that the idol of
Nageshwari Devi, dating
back to about 10th century,
has manifested itself here.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel planted saplings of
Kadamba, Neem and Peepal
trees in the temple premises
after offering prayers to the
goddess, spreading the mes-
sage of greenery and envi-
ronmental protection.

Priority is to benefit people on
education, health front: Kumar

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 04: Newly
posted Collector of Bastar
district, Chandan Kumar,
in the discussion held dur-
ing the first meeting with
the journalists in the
Aastha hall of the
Collectorate soon after tak-
ing charge, said that keep-
ing the culture tradition of
Bastar at the center, he
will make efforts to give
priority to education,
health and to pass on the
benefits of government’s

schemes at the grassroots
level. He stressed upon all
to work as a team for the
development of Bastar. He
said that all the complaints
received through journal-
ists would be dealt with
promptly and instructions
would be given to take ap-
propriate action.

It may be noted that the
newly appointed Collector
of Bastar district,
Chandan Kumar assumed

office today. Chandan
Kumar is an IAS of 2011
batch and before assuming
office in Bastar district, he
has discharged the respon-
sibility of Collector in
Kanker and Sukma dis-
trict, Chief Executive
Officer of Rajnandgaon
and Kanker district, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate in
Bastar and Kanker district.

Responding to the ques-
tions of journalists,
Collector Chandan Kumar
said that teacherless
schools and single teacher
shortage would be re-
moved. Regarding the
problem being faced relat-
ed to the caste certificate,
he said that the
Chhattisgarh government
has simplified the rules for
making caste certificates
and likewise action will be

taken on the basis of the
decision passed in the
gram sabha. He has talked
about working in the direc-
tion of redressing the prob-
lem by setting up a village
secretariat every week at
the panchayat level.
Regarding the problem
being faced by the journal-
ists at the toll booth operat-
ed in Bastar, he said that
whatever arrangements
can be made according to
the rules will be ensured.
In context of the toll booth
operating in Bastar, when
this correspondent asked
that Bastar is a Scheduled
Area where the fifth sched-
ule is in force and in such
situation still a toll both is
being operated against the
rules and on this the
Collector could not give
clear-cut answer

Establish processing units
in Gauthans: Baghel

Baikunthpur, Jul 04:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel chaired a review
meeting of district level of-
ficials in Baikunthpur of
Koriya district on Monday
as a part of his meet and
greet campaign. Heaping
praise on the officials for
their commendable work,
he said his visit to Koriya
district was a pleasant ex-
perience and gave them
best wishes for the future.

The Chief Minister said
that processing units
should be set up in
Gauthans according to the
availability of locally pro-
duced forest medicines to
give maximum benefits to
the farmers and forest
dwellers at local level be-
sides promoting local pro-
duce. Parliamentary
Secretary Ambika Singh
Deo, MLA Gulab Kamro
and Dr. Vinay Jaiswal
were also present in the
meeting.

Stating that forestland

rights certificates are al-
ready being distributed to
the forest dwellers, he
asked to focus on the devel-
opment of Van Dhan
Kendras. He asked the for-
est department officials
maintain transparency in
distribution of incentive
amount for collection of
tendu leaves. Pointing out
that the core objective of
state government’s
scheme is to boost income
of common people, he
asked to ensure that
money is reaching in their
pockets. Heaping praise on
the business activities con-
ducted by women’s group
in Katkona, he said that
they are producing and
selling vermin-compost
from cow dung and also
selling centering plates
useful in building con-
struction, which is a good
sign.

Stating that health and
safety of people of the
state remains our number
one priority, Chief
Minister asked the offi-
cials concerned to ensure
that benefits of healthcare
schemes reach the last per-
son. He urged that the
scheduled time of opera-
tion of Haat Bazar clinic
should be displayed and
people should be made
aware of the clinic timings
and free-of-cost medicine
distribution. He gave di-
rections to the Health
Department to gear up to
tackle seasonal diseases.
Besides, he asked the offi-
cials of the Women and
Child Development
Department to ensure that
nutritious food is provided
to the beneficiaries in the
Anganwadis. In addition,
green vegetables should be
made available in the food

of the beneficiaries for
twelve months to combat
malnutrition.

The Chief Minister
asked the officials of the
Revenue and Tribal
Development Department
to ensure availability of
basic facilities including
electricity, water and
cleanliness in ‘Devgudis’.
Baghel said that in the
cases of tribal women
married in other commu-
nities, ensure that the
legal land rights women
are maintained. He said a
state level team will be
sent for research to resolve
the problems being faced
in making caste certifi-
cates of sub-tribal groups.

Baghel asked to ensure
smooth implementation of
mid-day meal scheme in
schools and timely com-
pletion of syllabus. He
asked the revenue officers
to resolve 170B cases with-
in the time limit. The or-
ders for distribution of
undisputed land conver-
sions issued by the
Panchayats should be up-
dated in the Bhuiyan soft-
ware within the stipulated
time frame. He also re-
viewed the progress of
other departmental
schemes including food
and panchayat depart-
ments.
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According to the
availability of local-
ly produced herbal
medicines

CM chairs meeting
of district level offi-
cials in Baikunthpur

As per tradition and
culture of Bastar

Newly appointed
Collector assumes
office

GSS fetes 12 play-
ers of Gujrati School
who bagged
medals

CU student selected for

post-doctoral scientific

fellowship at USA
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuull  0044:: Dr. Samrat
Rakshit of Department of
Zoology, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur has got
selected for prestigious post-
doctoral scientific fellowship
in Zhang lab, Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) in
the United States under guid-
ance of Assistant Professor
and Cancer Canter Member
Lingbo Zhang. There he exe-
cutes extremely time-sensi-
tive, ground breaking Cancer
research connected with a
Critical Infrastructure
Industry (Healthcare and
Public Health Sector), which is
necessary to facilitate the
immediate and continued eco-
nomic recovery of the United
States.

It has to be prompted that
Dr.Rakshit has completed his
Ph. D under the supervision of
Dr. Monika Bhadauria and
Dr.Satendra Kumar Nirala on
the topic “Preclinical evalua-
tion of Tephrosia purpurea
(Linn.) and its major bioactive-
components against experi-
mental hepatitisin rats” in the
year 2020.

During Ph.D tenure, Dr.
Samrat rakshit has won
C h h a t t i s g a r h Y o u n g
ScientistAward in Biology by
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology in
March, 2019 for outstanding
work in the state. Vice chancel-
lor of Guru Ghasidas University
Dr. Alok Kumar Chakrawal has
appraised Dr. Samrat Rakshit
for this achievement.



Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jul 04: With the
agriculture work gaining
momentum, the villagers
who have gone out for
earning livelihood are re-
turning. With desire for
earning more, the labour-
ers on completion of farm-
ing work last year had left
for big cities like Delhi,
Kanpur, J&K and others to
earn livelihood. On
Sunday the labourers from
such cities were found
downloading their luggage
from the buses.

The series of arrival of
migrated labourers from
the state has started with
arrival of monsoon. One
of the labourer's
Rajkumar informed that
the big works during rainy

season in big cities come
to a standstill and due to
which they have returned
home. On completion of
this year's agriculture
work, they all would again
return to big cities for
want of labour work and
to earn more, he added.

During rains, he said
that they get sufficient
labour work and are able
to earn livelihood for their
family. The labourers pres-
ent informed that on mi-
grating to big cities, they
not only sufficient money,
but also come to know
about the development in
different fields and learn a
lot. The labourers in the
village generally earn Rs
150 per day and therefore
in order to earn more, they
go out to big cities. They

said that it is not migra-
tion, but a search for bet-
ter job and employment in
other cities 

One of the labourer's in-
formed that due to bad fi-

nancial problem he had to
drop his studies in-be-
tween and went to Kanpur
and started into construc-
tion line work. So long as
there is work, the contrac-

tor provides them shelter
to live. In order to better
their standard of living,
the labourers generally
prefer to go out to big
cities like Lucknow, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Nagpur, J&K
and others.

With arrival of mon-
soon and start of agricul-
ture work, they have start-
ed coming back and would
work here for four months
of rainy season. They in-
formed that since they are
not having irrigation facil-
ity they are unable to take
any crop and are unable to
meet wants of family
members. So they go out to
earn more livelihood.
After crop harvesting they
would all got out again to
work as labourers outside
in big cities.

Two killed in collision
of two bikes

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 04: On
Saturday afternoon, two
bikes collided in the forest
of village Nandpura of
Bhanpuri police station
area, following which 02
youths died on the spot. As
soon as the information
about the incident reached
the police, they rushed to
the spot and started inves-
tigation.

According to the infor-
mation received, both the
bike riders were moving at
a high speed and they were
not even wearing helmets.
When both of them collid-
ed due to the high speed of
the motorcycle, both of
them suffered head in-
juries.

Both died due to serious
injuries. The dead have
not been identified. After
the proceedings, the bod-
ies are being sent for post-
mortem and search is on
for the relatives of the de-
ceased. Bhanpuri police
station in-charge Rajesh
Marai said that in the af-
ternoon, information was
received that a road acci-
dent had occurred be-
tween Nandpura and
Baniyagaon, in which 02
people were seriously in-
jured. After which when
the team reached the spot,
it was found that both the
bike riders had died.
Police is trying to identify
the dead on the basis of
the number of the 
motorcycle.

‘CM showers gifts of various devp works for Marwahi’

Central Chronicle News

Marwahi, Jul 04: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
commenced his Bhent-
Mulaqat tour in Bilaspur
division from Marwahi as-
sembly constituency.
There, Chief Minister
prayed for happiness and
prosperity of people of the
state and performed cus-
tomary rituals at the an-
cient temple of Mata
Nageswari at Marwahi. He
also unveiled a life size
statue of tribal leader Late

Dr. Bhanwar Singh Porte
in the college premises of
Marwahi.

In response to the re-
quest of localites, Chief
Minister announced com-
mencement of post-gradu-
ate classes in Rani
Durgavati Government
College, Marwahi, estab-
lishment of a polytechnic
college, construction of an
asphaltized road to the
government college for im-
proving the status of high-
er education in the village.
He also announced con-
struction of Anicut-cum-
causeway on Daldali Nala,
and opening of a primary
health center in village
Andi for healthcare facili-
ties.

New setup for the center
and a new police station at
village Seoni, Khodari,
Kodgar was also an-
nounced. Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel inau-
gurated the new Tehsil
building at Marwahi,
which has been construct-
ed at a cost of Rs.71.12
lakh. At the onset Chief
Minister inaugurated the
Bhent-Mulaqat program
by lighting the lamp and

garlanding the oil painting
of Chhattisgarh Mahtari.

In his address to the au-
dience, Chief Minister
said that only two years
have passed since the for-
mation of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
but the development of
this region is in a full
swing. Public facilities are
being developed continu-
ously in the district. New
offices are being started.
During the meeting,
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Naror,
Narendra Singh Maravi
openly praised the govern-

ment schemes and said
that the schemes of state
government, especially
Godhan Nyay Yojana, have
brought prosperity in the
lives of the villagers.

He complained about
the encroachment of the
pasture on government
land by a local person.
Besides, there was a de-
mand for community
building in the village, on
which Chief Minister di-
rected the District
Collector to examine de-
mand and take necessary
action. Mrs. Rukhmani
Das Manikpuri of village

Kargikala demanded ac-
commodation from the
Chief Minister. She said
that she did not have a res-
idence.

Chief Minister directed
the Collector to ensure the
availability of housing fa-
cility to Rukmani and pro-
vide her the benefit of gov-
ernment schemes. Chief
Minister presented a
check of Rs 10,000 to
Rukhmani Das
Manikpuri, as compensa-
tion amount. Praising the
Haat Bazar Clinic scheme,
Mr. Vishal Ureti of
Kargikala said that Haat

Bazar Clinic is organized
regularly in his village
and he avails the free
check up and treatment fa-
cility there, whenever he
is sick.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel interacted with
Kanchi Ghritesh, a stu-
dent of Swami Atmanand
School. Chief Minister
told the student that he
would ask questions in
Chhattisgarhi, which the
student would have to an-
swer in English. To which
the student also replied in
fluent English. Chief
Minister discussed about
the education and facili-
ties in the school and moti-
vated Kanchi for regular
studies.

Meanwhile, Regional
MLA Dr. K.K. Dhruv,
Bilaspur MLA Dr.
Shailesh Pandey, Member
of Chhattisgarh
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Mrs.
Archana Porte, Member of
Chhattisgarh Youth
Commission Mr. Uttam
Vasudev, Bilaspur District
Panchayat Vice President
Mr. Arun Singh Chouhan
were also present.
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PG classes started in
Rani Durgavati Govt
College, Marwahi

Road to Government
College, Polytechnic
College Asphaltized

Anicut-cum-
Causeway on Daldali
Nala, new setup for
primary health center
at Andi

New police station in
village Seoni,
Khodari, Kodgar

Inaugurates new
tehsil building

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jul 03:
Collector Rajat Bansal was
bit touching farewell by
the officers and employees
of the district administra-
tion here on Friday.
Collector Bansal has been
posted as Collector
District Balodabazar
Bhatapara as per orders
from GAD. A memento
was presented to the
Collector in the farewell
ceremony held at the
Prerna Room located in
the Collectorate.

On this occasion, the
Collector said that with
due support of the em-
ployees of the district of-
fice towards their work
that they got full opportu-
nity for creative works
here. He said that due to
the good behavior of the

employees he were sure
that there would be no
hindrance in the work of
any villager coming to the
office.

Describing Bastar as a
district very rich in histor-
ical, cultural and natural
beauty, he said that it can
be developed as a tribal
capital by making the
whole world aware of
richness of art & culture
of Bastar.

He said that the tribal
people are living here
since ages with the same
lifestyle as the rich people
abroad.He emphasized on
preserving the diversity of
language and dialect and
the art of living in harmo-
ny with the nature.

He said that Bastar is
now well-connected with
road, rail and air and this
will speed up development

works. He said that there
is a need to prepare the
youth here for big posi-
tions by taking them for-
ward in the field of sports
and develop them into
skilled entrepreneurs
with full dedication.

Apart from  increasing
confidence of the people
towards administration,
he also emphasized on in-
creasing the participation

of the people in the devel-
opment works. He also ap-
pealed to all the employees
to maintain cordial behav-
ior with the general public
and to complete the works
of the poor on priority.

On this occasion, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat, Rohit
Vyas, while highlighting
the personality of Rajat
Bansal said that the per-

son who is always en-
dowed with the qualities
of truth, forgiveness, mod-
esty, etc., are successful in
all fields.

The success of Bansal is
a perfect example of this.
Joint Collector Dinesh
Nag highlighted the devel-
opment works done under
the leadership of Bansal.
Along with this, the em-
ployees of the Collectorate
including Joint Director of
Fund, Accounts and
Pension Dheeraj
Nasheene, Tokapal Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Ms.
Aastha Rajput also shared
their experiences during
the work done with the
Collector Mr. Bansal and
wished him a bright fu-
ture. Vote of thanks was
proposed by Jagdalpur
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Omprakash Verma.

Collector Bansal bid touching farewell
By the staff of District Collector’s office

Seen downloading their luggage at the Bus Stand

Migrated labourers have started returning home

Jagdalpur, Jul 04: The
Collector Rajat Bansal

handed over the charge
of CEO with him to the
CEO District Panchayat,
Rohit Vyas here on
Friday.

It is notable that  as per

fresh orders from GAD of
state government
Collector Bansal has
been appointed as
Collector District
Balodabazar.

Collector Bansal handed over charge 
p To CEO of District

Panchayat

MONSOON RAINS

Commuters move on a road amid monsoon rains, in Mumbai, Monday.

SWAB SAMPLE 

A healthcare worker collects a swab sample from a prisoner before he appears in court, at a government dispensa-

ry, in Patna, Monday.

JNU’s academic council approves exit option
to engineering students of dual degree

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

The Academic Council
of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) has ap-
proved the exit option for
the students of the dual-
degree programme in the
School of Engineering
admitted from the 2018-
2019 batch onwards.

The decision was taken
at the 160th meeting of
the Academic Council,
which is the main aca-
demic authority of the
university.

In a notification dated
July 1, Deputy Registrar
(Evaluations) Manoj
Kumar Manuj noted that
the students who have
successfully completed

their BTech degree can
avail the exit option.

“Acting in the spirit of
the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the
Academic Council in its
160(A) meeting held on
01.06.2022, vide item
No.3(xii), has approved to
offer the exit option to
the students of dual de-
gree (four-year B.Tech
and one-year
M.Tech/MS) programme
in the School of
Engineering admitted
from 2018-2019 batch on-
ward,” the notification
read.

The NEP, approved by
the Union Cabinet, re-
placed the 34-year-old
National Policy on

Education framed in
1986. It is aimed at paving
the way for transforma-
tional reforms in schools
and higher education
systems to make India a
global knowledge super-
power.

A choice between
three-year and four-year
undergraduate courses,
multiple entry and exit
options in degree cours-
es, adding 3.5 crore seats
in higher education insti-
tutions, which will now
have a single regulator,
discontinuation of
M.Phil programmes and
fixation of fees are
among the higher educa-
tion reforms outlined in
the NEP.

MoU signed to improve livelihood of
STs, Adivasis in Assam 

Guwahati, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Bharat Rural Livelihoods
Foundation (BRLF) on
Monday said it has joined
hands with Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) to
improve the employment op-
portunities of ST and Adivasi
communities in two Assam
districts.

BRLF and BTC signed an
agreement to implement a
project on improving the
socio-economic condition of
some specific communities in
Bodoland, the society under
the Union Ministry of Rural
Development said in a state-
ment. According to the MoU,
the ‘Transforming the Lives
of Bodoland Tribes’ project

will cover 40,000 households
belonging to the tribal and
the Adivasi communities in
two blocks of Baksa and an-
other two blocks of Udalguri
districts over four years. The
project aims at increasing the
income levels through liveli-
hood development initiatives
like improvement in land and
water conditions with a rise
in agriculture and off-farm
activities of the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and Adivasis of
Bodoland.

It will also focus on en-
hancing the education levels
of children through im-
proved retention levels in
schools and quality learning,
better governance of local
bodies, and enhanced capaci-

ties of community centres.
Speaking on the develop-
ment, BRLF chief executive
officer Pramathesh Ambasta
said, “This project envisages
that civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) will provide fa-
cilitation support to the
Gram Panchayats and front-
line government functionar-
ies.” While the BRLF would
contribute to the CSO facilita-
tion support and capacity-
building cost, physical work
and input support to the tar-
geted households would be
carried out by leveraging fi-
nancial resources from gov-
ernment flagship schemes
like MGNREGA and other
line departments working
under BTC, he said.

Govt to conduct training programmes for eco-club
members over SUP ban

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

To spread awareness
about the recently im-
plemented ban on sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP)
items, Delhi govern-
ment will impart train-
ing to the members of
various eco-clubs in the
capital.

This training pro-
gramme, to be conduct-
ed on July 19, is being
conducted in collabora-
tion with the United
Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

There are around
2,000 eco-clubs in Delhi.

The members of the
eco clubs will further

help create awareness
across the capital about
the impact of SUP on
the environment and its
available alternatives,
an official said.

On Sunday,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said there is a
lot of confusion among
the public and even
some government agen-
cies regarding the items
covered under the ban.

He said people think a
ban on SUP items
means a ban on plastic
carry bags and that is
why there was an ur-
gent need to create
awareness among the
public. Plastic carry

bags having thickness
more than 75 microns
are not covered under
the ban. However, the
thickness will have to be
increased to 120 mi-
crons from December
31. The government will
conduct a training ses-
sion for its enforcement
teams so that there is no
confusion while imple-
menting the ban, the
minister had said earli-
er. It will also issue a
helpline number to reg-
ister complaints if ac-
tion is taken for using
products that are not
banned, he said.

The revenue depart-
ment and the Delhi

Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) have
constituted 33 and 15
teams, respectively, to
ensure enforcement of
the ban. The Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to
be lenient towards the
violators for the initial
10 days and has
launched a massive
campaign to create
awareness against SUP
commodities and pro-
mote their alternatives.

Punitive action will
include a fine of up to
Rs 1 lakh or a jail term
of up to five years or
both under the
E n v i r o n m e n t
Protection Act.

Courts not casino for litigants to place
bets masquerading as legal claim: HC

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI)

A court is not a casino
for a litigant to place a bet
masquerading as a legal
claim, said the Delhi High
Court on Monday, assert-
ing that Lady Justice is
blindfolded to be non-par-
tisan but is not blind to
mischief, deception, or
fraud by dishonest liti-
gants making a mockery
of the judicial process.

Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani stated that a
court is a forum for laying
serious, bona-fid claims
and not a place for fraudu-
lent game-playing by dis-
honest litigants to get judi-
cial sanction for false
claims and they cannot be
permitted to bring a dis-

honest claim and then
withdraw it when the dis-
honesty is discovered.

The judge asserted that
fraud or fraudulent con-
duct in a court of law viti-
ates all proceedings and if
it appears to a court that
fraud is being played upon
it, it must not permit a liti-
gant to obtain any benefit
and must nip any such ef-
fort in the bud.

A court is not a casino
for a litigant to place a bet
masquerading as a legal
claim, and to later with-
draw from the proceedings
if he finds he has a losing
hand. No legal proceed-
ings may be initiated by a
litigant by way merely of a
gamble as if placing a
wager, from which the liti-

gant may conveniently
withdraw at any time if
matters are not going his
way, said the judge.

Lady Justice is blind-
folded only so as to be non-
partisan; but not to be
blind to mischief, decep-
tion or fraud being played-
out before it by dishonest
litigants making a mock-
ery of the judicial process,
the court stated.

The court’s observa-
tions were made in light of
its prima facie view in a
lawsuit that the plaintiff
and defendant, who
claimed to be the buyer
and seller of a property, re-
spectively, were attempt-
ing to obtain directions to
fructify what may be an il-
legal transaction in rela-

tion to the sale and the
plaintiff was now seeking
permission to withdraw
the case to evade scrutiny.

The court said that the
right to withdraw a suit is
not absolute and no proce-
dure of law can be made a
tool to perpetuate deceit in
a court of law and dis-
missed the plaintiff ’s ap-
plication seeking with-
drawal of the suit and al-
lowed another party
which claimed that the
subject property was
owned by another corpo-
rate entity and had encum-
brances over it to be im-
pleaded as a party defen-
dant in the matter

A court is never power-
less to deal with a dishon-
est litigant, it added.

Don’t nudge us to seek independent
Tamil Nadu, says DMK’s Raja

Chennai, Jul 4 (PTI) 

DMK leader A Raja has
implored Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to provide
‘state autonomy’ to Tamil
Nadu, and not push them
to seek an independent
country.

Though the icon of the
Dravidian movement,
Thanthai Periyar stood
for an independent Tamil
Nadu, the DMK moved
away from it, Raja said on
Sunday addressing a
party meet of representa-
tives of urban local bod-
ies. The conference was
held in Namakkal in west-
ern Tamil Nadu.

The party, though ac-
cepted Periyar, backed in-
tegrity and democracy

and said, ‘long live India’
and the party continues to
stick to that line.

“I am telling Amit Shah
and the Prime Minister
with utmost humility, I
implore you in the pres-
ence of (our) leaders on
the dais, our Chief
Minister is journeying on
the path of Anna (C N
Annadurai, former Chief
Minister and DMK
founder), do not push us
on the path of Periyar. Do
not make us seek a sepa-
rate country, give state au-
tonomy and we will not
rest till then,” he said.

Raja’s remark invited
sharp criticisms in the so-
cial media with several
hitting out at him for ‘sep-
aratist’ comment while
others backed him.

BJP national general

secretary C T Ravi termed
the DMK leader’s state-
ment regarding demand
for an independent coun-
try of Tamil Nadu, as the
regional party’s accept-
ance of failure of its
Dravidian politics.

Ravi, who is the J P
Nadda-led party’s in-
charge of Tamil Nadu,
said the BJP’s growth in
the State has turned the
heat on the ruling DMK
there.

“If they (DMK) are talk-
ing such things in Tamil
Nadu after doing five
decades of politics, it is
clear that BJP’s growth is
turning the heat on them.
Realising that their ideol-
ogy has failed, they are
talking about such
things,” Ravi said in
Bengaluru.

MLAs under CBI scanner
in DTC transfer-posting

corruption case
New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Two Aam Aadmi Party
MLAs have come under
the scanner of the CBI for
allegedly influencing
transfer and posting of
drivers in the Delhi
Transport Corporation,
officials said on Monday.

They said Deputy CGM
of DTC Shakil Ahmed, ar-
rested in a bribery case,
claimed during question-
ing that many MLAs used
to interfere in the transfer
and posting-related issues
of drivers and other DTC
staff.

Ahmed is understood to
have told the investiga-
tors that two MLAs —
Mukesh Ahlawat from
Sultanpur Majra and
Sanjeev Jha from Burari
— had written letters to
him to influence the post-
ings, the officials claimed.

“Whether there was a
quid pro quo in such rec-
ommendations is a mat-

ter for probe for the CBI.
Their alleged roles will be
investigated as the case
progresses,” an official
said.

When contacted
Ahlawat said that as a
public representative, if
people came to him with
their problems, he might
have called up the offi-
cials.

“I might have spoken to
officials to transfer people
close to their place of resi-
dence if any one would
have approached me.
That’s my duty as a public
representative,” Ahlawat
told PTI.

Jha’s staff said he was
busy in the assembly ses-
sion.

The CBI had arrested
Ahmed and five others in
a bribery case involving
an amount of Rs 91,000
for the appointment of
two candidates as consult-
ants in the corporation
last week, the officials

said.
Following the arrest,

the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) con-
ducted searches in which
cash amounting to Rs 40
lakh (approximately) was
recovered from Ahmed,
they said.

Besides Ahmed, the
agency has also arrested
his former personal assis-
tant Sunil, Depot
Manager, Sector 3,
Rohini, Kirti Bala Malik,
retired DTC official
Mahender, retired assis-
tant traffic inspector
Saffuzzama and DTC offi-
cial Jeetu, the officials
said, adding that all have
been sent to judicial cus-
tody. It is alleged that the
accused indulged in ille-
gal activities in the ap-
pointment of a retired as-
sistant traffic inspector to
the post of consultant in
the DTC in lieu of undue
advantages of varying
amounts, they said.
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CM as MLA 

Agartala: Chief
Minister Manik Saha,
who won the by-elec-
tion from Town
Bardowali assembly
seat, will take oath as
MLA on July 8,
Tripura Speaker
Ratan Chakraborty
on Monday. Saha met
Rajya Sabha chair-
man and Vice-presi-
dent M Venkiah
Naidu in Delhi on
Monday and tendered
his resignation as
Rajya Sabha MP, the
speaker told the
media. Three of the
four MLAs elected in
the by-election, Sudip
Roy Barman
(Congress), Manila
Debnath (BJP) and
Swapna Das (BJP)
were sworn in on
June 29. Saha did not
take oath due to ‘tech-
nical reasons’.

Oppn leader 
Mumbai: NCP leader
Ajit Pawar was on
Monday named the
leader of opposition
in Maharashtra
Assembly. He suc-
ceeds BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis, who was
sworn in as Deputy
CM on June 30.
Speaker Rahul
Narvekar announced
that Pawar will take
over as Leader of
Opposition in the
Assembly, adding
NCP has emerged as
the single largest op-
position party in the
288-member House.
Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde de-
scribed Ajit Pawar as
a mature politicians
and administrator.

Threat calls 
Mumbai: The person-
al assistant of
Samajwadi Party
MLA Abu Asim Azmi
approached police
claiming he had re-
ceived threatening
phone calls over the
party opposing the re-
naming of
Aurangabad and
Osmanabad as
Sambhajinagar and
Dharashiv respective-
ly, an official said on
Monday. Hours before
Uddhav Thackeray re-
signed as
Maharashtra chief
minister on June 29,
the Maha Vikas
Aghadi cabinet,
which also included
Congress and NCP
ministers, approved
the renaming of
Aurangabad as
Sambhajinagar and
Osmanabad as
Dharashiv.

Congmen held 
Amaravati: In what the
Special Protection Group
(SPG) saw as a major
breach of security, black
balloons were released into
the flight path of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Mi-17 helicopter as he took
off from the Vijayawada
International Airport (VIA)
for Bhimavaram on
Monday. State police, how-
ever, denied there was any
breach of security but said
one Congress worker has
been apprehended in this
connection, while three
other party workers were
arrested for trying to enter
the airport with black bal-
loons.

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha submits his
resignation as Rajya
Sabha MP to Vice
President M. Venkaiah
Naidu at the Vice
Presidents House, in
New Delhi, Monday.
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Suspect arrested
The Hague: Dutch
prosecutors on
Monday arrested a 27-
year-old Polish man
suspected of organis-
ing the killing of well-
known crime reporter
Peter R. de Vries, al-
most exactly a year
after he was gunned
down in an
Amsterdam street in
an attack that
shocked the
Netherlands. The
man, whose identity
was not released, is
suspected of “direct-
ing those who carried
out the murder of De
Vries,” prosecutors
said in a statement.
They released no fur-
ther details. However,
they said that their in-
vestigation into who
ordered the hit and
why continues.
Prosecutors have
sought a life sentence
for two men accused
in De Vries’ slaying, a
21-year-old Dutchman
identified only as
Delano G. and a
Polish national,
Kamil E. Judges are
scheduled to deliver
their verdicts in their
trial July 14. De Vries
was shot at close
range in a downtown
Amsterdam street on
July 6 last year.

Navy offers 
Dubai: The US Navy’s
Mideast-based 5th
Fleet is starting to
offer rewards for in-
formation that could
help sailors intercept
weapons, drugs and
other illicit ship-
ments across the re-
gion amid tensions
over Iran’s nuclear
program and
Tehran’s arming of
Yemen’s Houthi
rebels. While avoiding
directly mentioning
Iran, the 5th Fleet’s
decision to offer cash
and other goods for
actionable intelli-
gence in the Persian
Gulf and other strate-
gic waterways may in-
crease pressure on the
flow of weapons to the
Houthis as a shaky
cease-fire still holds in
Yemen. Already, the
Houthis have threat-
ened a new allied task
force organised by the
5th Fleet in the Red
Sea, though there’s
been no attack by the
Iranian-backed forces
on the Navy in the
time since.

Gunman acted
Copenhagen: Danish
police believe a shop-
ping mall shooting
that left three people
dead and four others
seriously wounded
was not terror-relat-
ed. They said Monday
that the gunman
acted alone and ap-
pears to have selected
his victims at ran-
dom. Copenhagen
chief police inspector
Soren Thomassen
said the victims a 17-
year-old boy and a 17-
year-old girl, both
Danes, and a 47-year-
old Russian man were
killed when the gun-
man opened fire on
Sunday afternoon in
the Field’s shopping
mall, one of
Scandinavia’s
biggest.

Winnie Harlow, from left,
and models wear cre-
ations as part of Iris van
Herpen Haute Couture
Fall/Winter 2022-2023
fashion collection pre-
sented Monday.

Pokrovsk, Jul 4 (AP) 

Russian President
Vladimir Putin on
Monday declared victory
in the eastern Ukrainian
region of Luhansk, one
day after Ukrainian forces
withdrew from their last
remaining bulwark of re-
sistance in the province.

Russia’s Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu re-
ported to Putin in a tele-
vised meeting Monday
that Russian forces had
taken control of Luhansk,
which together with the
neighbouring Donetsk
province makes up
Ukraine’s industrial
heartland of Donbas.

Shoigu told Putin that
the operation was complet-
ed on Sunday after
Russian troops overran
the city of Lysychansk,
the last stronghold of
Ukrainian forces in
Luhansk.

Putin, in turn, said that
the military units that
took part in active hostili-
ties and achieved success,
victory in Luhansk,
should rest, increase their
combat capabilities.

Putin’s declaration
came as Russian forces
tried to press their offen-
sive deeper into eastern

Ukraine after the
Ukrainian military con-
firmed that its forces had
withdrawn from
Lysychansk on Sunday.

Luhansk governor
Serhii Haidai said on
Monday that Ukrainian
forces had retreated from
the city to avoid being sur-
rounded.

There was a risk of
Lysychansk encirclement,
Haidai told the Associated
Press, adding that
Ukrainian troops could
have held on for a few
more weeks but would
have potentially paid too

high a price.
We managed to do cen-

tralised withdrawal and
evacuate all injured,
Haidai said. We took back
all the equipment, so from
this point withdrawal was
organised well.

The Ukrainian General
Staff said Russian forces
were now focusing their ef-
forts on pushing toward
the line of Siversk,
Fedorivka and Bakhmut
in the Donetsk region,
about half of which is con-
trolled by Russia.

The Russian army has
also intensified its shelling

of the key Ukrainian
strongholds of Sloviansk
and Kramatorsk, deeper
in Donetsk.

On Sunday, six people,
including a 9-year-old girl,
were killed in the Russian
shelling of Sloviansk and
another 19 people were
wounded, according to
local authorities.
Kramatorsk also came
under fire on Sunday.

An intelligence briefing
Monday from the British
Defense Ministry support-
ed the Ukrainian mili-
tary’s assessment, noting
that Russian forces will
now almost certainly
switch to capturing
Donetsk. The briefing said
the conflict in Donbas has
been grinding and attri-
tional, and is unlikely to
change in the coming
weeks.

While the Russian army
has a massive advantage
in firepower, military ana-
lysts say that it doesn’t
have any significant supe-
riority in the number of
troops.

That means Moscow
lacks resources for quick
land gains and can only
advance slowly, relying on
heavy artillery and rocket
barrages to soften
Ukrainian defenses.

Putin declares victory in embattled
Donbas region of Luhansk

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigus report during their meet-
ing in the Kremlin in Moscow, Monday.

Beijing, Jul 4 (PTI)

A total of 12 bodies, be-
lieved to be of the people who
went missing after a floating
crane sank off the coast of
China’s Guangdong Province,
were found on Monday, the
provincial maritime search
and rescue centre said.

The floating crane of an
offshore wind-farm project
was found via a monitoring
system to be in danger after
its mooring chain broke
while it was taking shelter
from typhoon Chaba in wa-
ters near the city of
Yangjiang on Saturday.

The crane later sank with

27 people going missing. One
person was rescued.

The 12 bodies were recov-
ered in an area about 50 nau-
tical miles southwest of the
site where the floating crane
sank, and relevant depart-
ments are stepping up the
identification work, said the
centre. A total of seven
planes, 246 vessels and 498
fishing boats have been mo-
bilised to carry out searches
for the remaining missing
people in targeting areas in-
cluding beaches and
nearshore and offshore area,
the state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. Chaba, the
third typhoon of the year,

made landfall in the coastal
area of Maoming City in
Guangdong on Saturday.

China’s State Flood
Control and Drought Relief
Headquarters on Saturday
upgraded its emergency re-
sponse for flood and typhoon
control to Level III, in light of
possible floods triggered by
the third and fourth typhoons
of the year.

Typhoon Aere, the fourth
typhoon of the year, is fore-
cast to approach the East
China Sea on the weekend.

China has a four-tier flood-
control emergency response
system, with level I being the
most severe.

12 bodies found after
floating crane sank 

CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuull  44  ((PPTTII))::  Sri Lanka’s
opposition Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) on Monday
urged the government to share
the details of an alleged bomb
threat as outlined in a reported
communique between the police
chief and the defence ministry
secretary ahead of the Black
Tiger day marked by the LTTE on
July 5. JVP leader Anura Kumara
Dissanayake told reporters that
Police chief CD Wickremaratna
had addressed Defence Ministry
Secretary Kamal Gunaratne by a
letter dated June 27 and alerted
him to the alleged threat.

Dissanayake claimed that an
unidentified foreign intelligence

service was to carry out an
explosion in either the north and
east regions or in the south to
mark the Black Tiger day on
either July 5 or 6. He, however,
did not name the foreign agency.
Accordingly, all employees of
foreign establishments located
in Jaffna and VIPs have been
advised to stay indoors on the
two days, according to the infor-
mation provided by the police
chief to the defence ministry
secretary in the said letter.
Dissanayake urged the govern-
ment to provide full details as to
how the information came to be
gathered or if this was an
attempt by the government to

curb the raging public protests
against it over the current eco-
nomic and fuel crisis. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) during their 30 year cam-
paign to set up a separate Tamil
state in the north and east
regions commemorated the
Black Tiger Week early July
marking their first suicide bomb
attack by their cadre termed
Captain Miller’ on July 5, 1987.

The government in the past
beefed up security on July 5
every year across the country to
prevent attacks by the LTTE to
mark the event until the militant
group was militarily defeated in
May 2009.

Opposition JVP asks govt to share details on alleged bomb threat

Islamabad, Jul 4 (PTI) 

Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa has issued fresh di-
rections to his commanders
and officers, including from
the ISI, to stay away from
politics after leaders of
ousted prime minister
Imran Khan-led party al-
leged that some officials of
the country’s intelligence
agency were trying to “ma-
nipulate” the upcoming by-
elections in Punjab, accord-
ing to a media report on
Monday. Pakistan Army
had earlier said that it has
nothing to do with politics
and it would remain apoliti-
cal in the future as well.

Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Bajwa has
issued fresh directions to all
his commanders and key of-
ficers to stay away from pol-

itics and avoid interacting
with politicians, The News
newspaper reported. These
directions have been given
in the wake of Imran Khan-
led Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf ’s propaganda against
the military establishment
alleging certain ISI officials
of trying to manipulate the
upcoming by-elections in
Punjab to the disadvantage
of the party, the report said.
Defence sources lament that
the ISI sector commander,
Lahore, Brigadier Rashid,
who is being maligned by
the PTI leaders, is not
even in Lahore for over a
fortnight in connection
with some of his profes-
sional work in Islamabad.

PTI leader and former
health minister Punjab
Yasmin Rashid recently
named the sector com-
mander and alleged him

of having been involved in
politics to manipulate by-
elections in Punjab.

Former foreign minister
and Deputy Chairman of
PTI Shah Mehmood
Qureshi had also alleged
that some invisible forces
are active to influence the
by-elections in the province
against the party.

Recently, former prime
minister Khan also alleged
that some of his candidates
have complained to him of
receiving telephone calls
from unknown numbers.

Pak Army chief  directs military 
officials to stay away from politics

Wellington, Jul 4 (AP)

A satellite the size
of a microwave oven
successfully broke
free from its orbit
around Earth on
Monday and is head-
ed toward the moon,
the latest step in
NASA’s plan to land
astronauts on the
lunar surface again.

It’s been an unusu-
al journey already for
the Capstone satel-
lite. It was launched
six days ago from
New Zealand’s Mahia
Peninsula by the
company Rocket Lab
in one of their small
Electron rockets. It
will take another

four months for the
satellite to reach the
moon, as it cruises
along using minimal
energy. Rocket Lab
founder Peter Beck
told The Associated
Press it was hard to
put his excitement
into words. It’s proba-
bly going to take a
while to sink in. It’s
been a project that
has taken us two,
two-and-a-half years
and is just incredibly,
incredibly difficult to
execute, he said. So to
see it all come togeth-
er tonight and see
that spacecraft on its
way to the moon, it’s
just absolutely epic.

Beck said the rela-

tively low cost of the
mission NASA put it
at USD 32.7 million
marked the begin-
ning of a new era for
space exploration.

For some tens of
millions of dollars,
there is now a rocket
and a spacecraft that
can take you to the
moon, to asteroids, to
Venus, to Mars, Beck
said. It’s an insane ca-
pability that’s never
existed before.

If the rest of the
mission is successful,
the Capstone satellite
will send back vital
information for
months as the first to
take a new orbit
around the moon

called a near-rectilin-
ear halo orbit: a
stretched-out egg
shape with one end of
the orbit passing
close to the moon and
the other far from it.

Eventually, NASA
plans to put a space
station called
Gateway into the or-
bital path, from
which astronauts can
descend to the moon’s
surface as part of its
Artemis program.

Beck said the ad-
vantage of the new
orbit is that it mini-
mizes fuel use and al-
lows the satellite or a
space station to stay
in constant contact
with Earth.

NASA satellite breaks from orbit
around Earth, heads to moon

People sing the national anthem as they take part in a wreath ceremony at the

Mound of Glory Memorial during the celebration of the Belarusian Independence Day,

outside Minsk, Belarus.

BELARUSIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

KKuuaallaa  LLuummppuurr,,  JJuull  44  ((AAPP))::  Anti-
death penalty activists in
Malaysia urged Singapore’s
government on Monday to
halt the execution of a con-
victed Indian-origin Malaysian
drug trafficker this week, the
second in less than three
months.

Kalwant Singh, who was
convicted in 2016 of bringing
heroin into Singapore, is
scheduled to be hanged
Thursday, activists said.

The execution of another
Malaysian in late April
sparked an international out-
cry because he was believed
to be mentally disabled. The
Anti-Death Penalty Asia
Network delivered a state-

ment to Singapore’s embassy
urging that Kalwant’s execution

be suspended to allow him an
opportunity to file for clemency.

Singapore urged to halt hanging of Indian-origin Malaysian drug trafficker

Washington, Jul 4 (PTI) 

India is committed to
taking care of its armed
forces’ veterans in the
same way as they have
taken care of the security
of the country, India’s
Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu

has said as he felicitated
the ex-servicemen living
in America, including
those who fought in the
Kargil war. Recognising
the services of Indian
armed forces’ veterans,
the Indian Embassy here
organised Varishtha
Yoddha’, an event to hon-

our these ex-servicemen.
More than 140 people,

including some distin-
guished veterans who had
fought in various wars
and their families, attend-
ed the event here on
Sunday, a day ahead of
the Independence Day of
the United States.

India committed to taking care of its armed 
forces veterans: Ambassador Sandhu

I magine you have an in-
terview for a new job to-

morrow. Some people might
think about what kind of ques-
tions they will be asked so that
they can prepare, or imagine
the interview going well. For
others, the thought of an inter-
view will cause them to toss
and turn all night thinking of
every worst case scenario pos-
sible no matter how out-
landish these may be. If you're
someone who has a tendency
to do the latter, you are prone
to catastrophising.

Catastrophising is a tenden-
cy to assume the worst will
happen when imagining a fu-
ture situation even if you have
evidence that this is not the
most likely outcome. People
who like to feel in control (and
are therefore intolerant of un-
certainty) are more likely to
catastrophise. This has been
linked to anxiety suggesting
that frequent catastrophising
may be a factor in developing
certain mental health prob-
lems.

Catastrophising comes from
the belief that by imagining
what might go wrong, we're
better able to protect ourselves
from harm both physical and
mental. However, this tenden-
cy is only helpful if you're able
to correctly predict what will
happen in a certain situation
and how it will make you feel.

As we imagine future
events, we experience an emo-
tional reaction to the story we
are creating and we use this
response to determine how we
will feel in the future. But this
way of predicting the future is
often wrong since we're not
able to imagine everything

that might happen. This can
lead to us creating the wrong
emotional response for future
situations in our heads.

But our belief in what will
happen in the future can have
a big influence on our behav-
iour. For example, people who
are optimistic (or even realis-
tic) about the future are more
likely to be willing to try new
things. They are also likely to
notice what has gone well in
new situations. On the flip
side, people who catastrophise
about what might go wrong
are less likely to try new
things. And, when they do try
something new, they are more
likely to notice what has gone
wrong. This will be stored in
their memory and will add to
the reasons why they we
shouldn't try new things in the
future. As a result, cata-
strophising can lead to undue
stress and anxiety and may
stop you from doing the things
you might enjoy or learn from.

If you're someone who tends
to catastrophise when stressed
or anxious, there are a few
things that you can do to help:

1. Make decisions in the
morning

We often worry about the fu-
ture at night. When we are
asleep, activity in the rational
part of our brain is reduced
and activity in the more emo-
tional part of our brain is in-
creased. As a result, we tend to
use our emotional brain to pic-
ture the future when we're
awake at night. Lack of sleep
can also make us more sensi-
tive to things we see as threat-
ening. This can lead us to
focus more on what might go

wrong, and makes us more
prone to catastrophising. It
can be helpful to remind your-
self that you are not thinking
rationally when you're lying
awake worrying about some-
thing. It can also be useful to
wait until the morning to
make decisions when your
brain is rested.

2. Teach your inner critic
to be more compassionate

Catastrophising can be driv-
en by our inner critic, which
may use harsh language that
makes us emotional. When
this happens, try imagining
your inner critic as if you
were looking through some-
one else's eyes. What language
do you use and would you use
this language when talking
about someone else in a simi-
lar situation? Is the language
your inner critic uses helpful
or justified? Often the answers
to these questions will be no.
Be conscious of the language
your inner critic is using
when you're worried or
stressed. If it's overly harsh,
try to switch to a kinder way of
speaking to yourself.

3. Make up a better story

Even if things have gone
wrong in the past, this is un-
likely to be the case in the fu-
ture despite what we might tell
ourselves. If you have a ten-
dency to catastrophise about
future events, try to think in-
stead about ways in which this
event might go well, which
may help you to feel less anx-
ious. Another strategy is to
make up, not just one, but a

number of plausible stories
about what might happen.
This may help to remind you
that the stories you're telling
yourself are just that stories.
Choosing to focus on the sto-
ries with a positive outcome
might also help you to feel less
worried or stressed.

4. Be kind to yourself

Try to be more compassion-
ate with yourself when con-
sidering your future. This is
more difficult than you might
imagine even for people who
are very compassionate and
empathetic to others.
Compassion and empathy
evolved to help us to interact
well with others. As such,
compassion and empathy
aren't really designed to be
used for yourself.

But small things such as
asking what advice you might
give a friend in your situation
can help you to get in touch
with your compassionate
voice. Practising this often
may even help you to see solu-
tions where you might other-
wise have only focused on the
problem.

Planning for ways in which
things might go wrong in the
future does serve a purpose
and that is to keep us safe. But
if you often find that you cas-
trophise by thinking of all the
worst case scenarios especial-
ly to the detriment of your
own mental health it can be
important to remind yourself
that the things you're worry-
ing about may never happen,
and, if they do, they will prob-
ably turn out much better
than you think.
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BJP’s ace move
BJP has now transcended

the identity of a middle-class-
upper caste, city-based Hindu
party. It has very effectively ex-
panded its support base among
all social groups and communi-
ties. The announcement of
Droupadi Murmu as the NDA’s
presidential candidate will in-
crease its base among tribal
communities. She fits perfectly
into the BJP framework. There
are three important identities
associated with her — women,
tribal and poor — which makes
her story more interesting and
inspiring. Her presence in
Rashtrapati Bhavan will sym-
bolically reinforce the argu-
ment that the BJP has democ-
ratised institutions to pave the
way for the downtrodden. It
will go in the party’s favour.

SSiikkaannddaarr  BBaannssaall,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

SC observation
Supreme Court has ob-

served that Nupur Sharma’s
comment had led to the unfor-
tunate incident. Is the observa-
tion based on some evidence
produced before the court or
merely on media reports? The
‘cause and effect’ theory pro-
pounded by the court may be
used by some vested interests
to justify the Udaipur killing.
Some people openly criticise
Lord Rama for having banished
Sita merely on what a dhobi
said. That no Hindu sangathan
has sought the lodging of FIRs
against such people, as done in
the case of Nupur Sharma,
shows the tolerance of Hindus.

WWGG  CCDDRR  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((RReettdd)),,  
vviiaa  mmaaiill

Why Eknath Shinde? 
Eknath Shinde is made

Chief Minister of Maharashtra
to recognize the Shinde-fac-
tion as the original Shiv Sena
and to trivialize Thackerays. To
run down Uddhav Thackeray
even more, a Shiv Sainik is
given the baton: this is seen by
many as a cold return of the
betrayal done to the BJP. Also,
there's BMC (Bombay
Municipal Corporation) elec-
tion round the corner. The
BMC is probably the richest
municipality in Asia, and
therefore, the stakes are high-
er. Eknath Shinde could per-
haps sense the anger that was
brewing up against the Shiv
Sena on the ground. This, the
"rebel" MLAs apprehended,
might reflect on BMC election
results where Hindutva is ap-
parently an important
issue.Uddhav Thackeray's last
decision to rename
Aurangabad to Sambhaji
Nagar can be seen in that light:
a drowning Uddhav Thackeray
clutching at Hindutva, as it
were. Also, it can't be ruled out
that Eknath Shinde was of-
fered the Chief Ministerial
berth beforehand, for the next
2.5 years, for pulling down the
MVA Coalition Government.
Last but not the least, by re-
nunciation of CM berth BJP
top-brass silenced those who
always accuse BJP of engi-
neering conflict in opposition-
ruled states to grab power.

AAmmaarrttyyaa  SSeenn,,  BBoonnggaaiiggaaoonn..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

P lastics are a menace, there’s no doubt about it. But what is in doubt is
whether the nationwide single-use plastic ban will be an effective

counter action. The goal to make the country plastic-free is quite ambitious
and sustained efforts at all levels with active public participation will be
needed to meet the target. Effective implementation of  the new rules, is-
sued by the Centre recently, on banning the manufacture, sale and use of
single-use plastic from July 1 holds the key to success. The current restric-
tions apply to relatively low utility items but the real challenge will come
when the prohibition is extended to polythene bags under 120 microns in
December. Compared to 50 microns at present, the thickness of the carry
bags must be at least 75 microns from  September  30,  2021,  and  120  mi-
crons  from December 31. These decisions follow recommendations made by
an expert group constituted by the Department of Chemicals and Petro
chemicals nearly three years ago. Coinciding with World Environment Day in
2018, India had declared that it would eliminate all single-use plastic by
2022. In the past five years, more than 20 states have put in place some form
of  regulation on plastic use. But,  their  implementation  has  been  patchy
and inconsistent. The under-staffed and poorly-empowered state  pollution
control  boards  or  cash-strapped municipalities tasked with enforcing the
bans have generally not been up to the task. Apart from setting up control
rooms to monitor the ban, there is a need to raise awareness among people
and take all stakeholders into confidence to ensure desired results.India gen-
erates thousands of tonnes of plastic waste every day — more than 40% of it
stays uncollected, often choking sewage networks. The rest accumulates in
landfills or in the natural environment; much of  the plastic waste eventually
reaches the oceans. It is feared that by 2050 there could be more plastic in
the oceans than fish. Tonnes of  plastic waste that are dumped at landfills or
out into the open oceans disintegrate into tiny microplastics that find their
way into marine life or terrestrial animals. From there they eventually enter
he human food chain too. A recent study revealed that out of the top 100
global producers of polymers that culminate in plastic waste, six are based in
India. There is an urgent need to restrict the use of non-degradable synthetic
material. The chemicals released by waste plastic bags enter the soil and
make it infertile. Microplastic is already found in the food chain. This must
sound alarm bells in the government corridors. Despite its severe environ-
mental consequences, single-use or disposable plastic has become a global
addiction. A big chunk of plastic waste cannot be recycled because of lack of
segregation. Poor regulation has led to prohibited plastic moving freely
across the state borders. On August 12 last year, the Centre had issued a no-
tification prohibiting the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale
and use of identified SUP commodities, including polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene from July 1, 2022. The identified SUP items include earbuds,
plastic sticks for balloons, flags, candy sticks, ice cream sticks, polystyrene
(thermocol), plates, cups, glasses, forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays, wrap-
ping or packaging films around sweets boxes, invitation cards, cigarette
packets, plastic or PV Cbanners of less than 100 microns, and stirrers. But,
the success of  any environmental campaign depends on the extent of  in-
volvement of  all stakeholders and  the consistency of  awareness drive.

Plastic-free India,
an ambitious goal
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A New South Wales State Emergency Service (SES) crew is seen in a rescue boat as roads are submerged under
floodwater from the swollen Hawkesbury River in Windsor, northwest of Sydney, Monday.

Four ways to stop thinking the worst will 
happen when you’re stressed

SYDNEY FLOODS

LLoonnddoonn::  Pesticides and heavy
metals in soil may have detrimen-
tal effects on the cardiovascular
system, according to a study.
Pollution of air, water and soil is
responsible for at least nine mil-
lion deaths each year. More than
60 per cent of pollution-related
disease and death is due to car-
diovascular disease such as
chronic ischaemic heart disease,
heart attack, stroke and heart
rhythm disorders (arrhythmias). “Soil con-
tamination is a less visible danger to human
health than dirty air,” said author Professor
Thomas Munzel of the University Medical
Center Mainz (Germany). “But evidence is
mounting that pollutants in soil may damage
cardiovascular health through a number of
mechanisms including inflammation and dis-
rupting the body’s natural clock.”

In the paper, published in Cardiovascular
Research, the team state that contaminated
soil may lead to cardiovascular disease by in-
creasing oxidative stress in the blood vessels
(with more “bad” free radicals and fewer
“good” antioxidants), by causing inflamma-
tion, and by disturbing the body clock (circadi-
an rhythm). Dirty soil may enter the body by
inhaling desert dust, fertiliser crystals, or plas-
tic particles. Heavy metals such as cadmium
and lead, plastics, and organic toxicants (for
example in pesticides) can also be consumed
orally. Soil pollutants wash into rivers and cre-
ate dirty water which may be consumed.

Pesticides have been linked with
an elevated risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease. While employees in
the agricultural and chemical in-
dustries face the greatest expo-
sure, the general public may in-
gest pesticides from contaminat-
ed food, soil and water.
Cadmium is a heavy metal that
occurs naturally in small
amounts in air, water, soil and
food, and also comes from indus-

trial and agricultural sources. Food is the main
source of cadmium in non-smokers.

Lead is a naturally occurring toxic metal
with environmental contamination through
mining, smelting, manufacturing and recy-
cling. Exposure to arsenic, a naturally occur-
ring metalloid, is linked to higher risk of death
from cardiovascular disease. Levels of arsenic
can increase due to industrial processes and
using contaminated water to irrigate crops.
The potential hazards of contaminated air-
borne dust are also noted in the study. Desert
dust can travel long distances, and research
has shown that particles from soil in China and
Mongolia were related to an increased odds of
heart attacks in Japan. While there are no pop-
ulation studies on the cardiovascular health
effects of nano- and microplastics in humans,
research has shown that these particles can
reach the bloodstream, making it plausible
that they could travel to the organs and cause
systemic inflammation and cardiometabolic
disease, the team said.

D inosaurs adapted to the cold weather
in the polar regions before a mass ex-

tinction paved the way for their dominance
at the end of the Triassic, according to an an-
cient mass extinction study. The convention-
al theory is that the dinosaurs died 66 million
years ago in a fiery meteorite collision and
the subsequent global winter, when dust
and debris choked the atmosphere.  But
there was a previous extinction, much more
mysterious and less discussed: one that hap-
pened 202 million years ago wiped out the
large reptiles that had previously ruled the
planet and apparently cleared the way for
the dinosaurs.  The period known as the
Triassic was generally hot and steamy. But
cold weather had already set in at the poles,
spreading to lower latitudes, killing cold-
blooded reptiles. But according to the find-
ings, published in the journal Science
Advances, dinosaurs that had already adapt-
ed outlived the evolutionary bottleneck and
spread. “During the Triassic period, di-
nosaurs were constantly under attack,” said
lead author Paul Olsen, a geologist at
Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty
Earth Observatory. 

“The key to their ultimate dominance was
very simple. They were basically cold-adapt-
ed animals. When it got cold everywhere,
they were ready and the other animals were
not,” he added. The study is based on recent
excavations in the remote desert of the
Junggar Basin in northwest China, which un-
earthed dinosaur footprints as well as

strange rock fragments that could only have
been deposited by ice. The team found that
winters could last ten years or more; even in
the tropics, persistent frosts could be ob-
served.  Dinosaurs survived the freezing
conditions thanks to primitive feathers that
helped them in isolation. And unlike cold-
blooded reptiles, many dinosaurs also had
warm-blooded systems with high metabo-
lisms. Both qualities would have helped di-
nosaurs in cold conditions. “Severe winter
episodes during volcanic eruptions may
have resulted in sub-zero temperatures in
the tropics, where many large, naked, non-
feathered vertebrate extinctions appear to
have occurred,” said co-author Dennis Kent,
a Lamont Doherty geologist. “While our
beautiful feathered friends, who have adapt-
ed to cooler temperatures at higher lati-
tudes, have done just fine,” she added. The
finds challenge conventional wisdom about
dinosaurs, but some prominent experts say
they are convinced.

Explained: How soil pollution raises heart disease risk Dinosaurs thrived amid ice, not warmth

T he steep rise of social media influencer marketing has given enor-
mous scope to marketers as well as advertisers to boost consumer

trust in a big way. Brands have hugely anticipated the influencer marketing
model by giving much-needed recognition to influencers by investing more in
digital marketing compared to traditional mediums since the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Influencer marketing is now a buzzword in the field of digital advertis-
ing where brands across all genres cash-in-on influencers as nearly two-thirds
of the Indian population follow an influencer. It is worthwhile to mention here
that the influencer ecosystem is among the fastest-growing industries in India
and across the world. At present, the Indian influencer marketing industry is
valued at Rs 900 crore and it is expected to surpass Rs 2,000 crore by 2025.
Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Moj App, Trell Community
App, Miss Malini App, Pankhuri App, and others, are considered key social
media platforms where an influencer marketing campaign can take off. In re-
cent times, around 70 per cent of consumers engage in discovering and pur-
chasing products or services through social media references and influencers'
opinions. Nowadays, people have more trust in influencers than traditional
celebrities. According to the India Influencer Marketing Report, in the year
2021, celebrities had only 27 per cent of the market share of marketing cam-
paigns, while influencers had a whopping share of 73 per cent. Here, it is im-
portant to understand the model of influencer marketing and how it works.
The whole concept of influencer marketing falls under audience engagement,
which directly depends upon the number of followers of influencers. Another
crucial key criterion for influencers is which "genre/category" he/she belongs.
When we say Genre/Category then it's like Beauty & Make-up, Computers &
Gadgets, Humour & Fun, Clothing & Outfits. Fashion & Modelling, Mom,
Internet Personality, and so on, and the target audience of each genre is differ-
ent, so brands identify their required influencers in their niche and collaborate
with them via influencer marketing platforms such as Gyrnow Media, Good
Creator, Plixxo, OPA, Grin, Freeskout, and so on. In the influencer marketing
hierarchy, the top position is acquired by celebrities, who are basically from
the entertainment and sports arenas and have a huge number of followers or
subscribers. After that, there are mega-influencers with more than a million
followers, macro-influencers with 500K-1M followers, mid-influencers with
100-500K followers, and then come micro-influencers with 10–100K followers,
and at the bottom, we have nano-influencers with 1–10K followers. Among all
influencers, micro and nano-influencers have the highest potential to lure cus-
tomers to purchase a product or service. As per social media experts, micro
and nano-influencers have higher engagement rates with their audience com-
pared to other influencers. Buyers of products recommended by nano and
micro-influencer have a 30-40% higher chance of success. It is because a
nano-or micro-influencer has the ability to communicate and engage with its
followers on a personal level. Brands often target these sections of influencers
to partner with as it is affordable for brands to negotiate.  Many people may
be wondering how a brand chooses and compensates an influencer. The total
number of followers is the most important criterion for being chosen for col-
laboration or PR, followed by engagement metrics and, finally, the niche and
quality of the content. Brands pay influencers to build trust with their target
audience, raise brand awareness, increase sales through affiliate codes, and
so on. Influencers often get perks and free products in exchange for their ef-
forts to showcase the USP of products or services through their Instagram
reel, YouTube vlog, etc. In light of this, the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) issued guidelines stating that social media influencers will be subject
to new Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) rules beginning July 1, 2022, requiring a
10% TDS on freebies for sales promotion activity received from brands. The
new TDS rules further underlined that "in the case of a benefit or prerequisite
being a product like a car, mobile, outfit, cosmetics, etc., and if the product is
returned to the manufacturing company after being used for the purpose of
rendering service, then it will not be treated as a benefit or prerequisite for the
purposes of section 194R of the act (the TDS provision)." However, if the influ-
encer keeps the product, it falls under the benefit or perquisite category, and
tax must be deducted accordingly. Influencer marketing has become an
emerging career option for the younger generation; they can earn money by
doing work from home. The evolution of this career has a long way to go as it
is going beyond content creation. 

The bandwagon of 
influencer marketing
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CSR conclave 

Kohima: With a view
to attract more
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
investment, the
Nagaland government
through its Investment
and Development
Authority is geared up
to hold the first ever
Nagaland CSR,
Investment and
Banking Conclave
from July 4 to 6 in
Kohima.Union
Finance Minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman
along with many top
bankers and investors
from across the coun-
try will be participat-
ing in the three-day
long programme, in-
formed Investment
and Development
Authority of Nagaland
(IDAN) Chief
Executive Officer,
Alemtemshi Jamir
during a media brief-
ing here on Saturday.

Appointment
New Delhi: Yogendra
Prasad Shukla, a
deputy manager at
power giant NTPC, on
Monday took charge
as the Director
Finance at Hindustan
Organic Chemical
Limited. As per a reg-
ulatory filing, he will
be on the board of the
company. In his recent
role, Shukla was serv-
ing as a Deputy
General Manager
(DGM) in the finance
department of
NTPC’s 1,760 MW
Thermal Power
Project located in
Tanda, Uttar Pradesh.

Investment 
destination

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
should become the
most attractive invest-
ment destination in
South Asia and “Made
in Tamil Nadu” prod-
ucts should reach all
parts of the world,
Chief Minister M K
Stalin said on Monday.
He was speaking at the
Tamil Nadu Investors’
First Port of Call -
Investment Conclave
July ‘22 here today
when the State ex-
changed 60 MoUs
(memoranda of under-
standing) to fetch a cu-
mulative investment of
Rs 1,25,244 crore.

Renewable energy

New Delhi: To reduce
its carbon footprint,
JSW Steel has ear-
marked a sum of Rs
10,000 crore to in-
crease use of renew-
able energy to replace
thermal power and
other green initia-
tives, its Chairman
Sajjan Jindal said.
Various steel makers
use coal to generate
thermal power for
captive use. According
to a Ministry of Steel
document, globally,
the iron and steel in-
dustry accounts for
around 8 per cent of
total carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions.

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

The government in-
tends to continue with the
top GST slab of 28 per cent
for luxury and sin goods,
but is open to discuss nar-
rowing down the three
slabs of 5, 12 and 18 per
cent into two, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said
on Monday. Addressing
the industry leaders, Bajaj
said the rate rationalisa-
tion exercise of the GST
Council is a result of intro-
spection of GST, five years
after its rollout, and the
policymakers do not have
a “fetish” to raise the tax
rates to the revenue-neu-
tral level of 15.5 per cent.
On the industry demand
for bringing petroleum
products under GST net,
he said since fuel consti-
tutes a larger part of their
revenues, both the Centre
and states have some ap-
prehension. “We will have
to wait for some time.” “Of
the 5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent,
we would have to continue
with 28 per cent because in
a developing economy, in

an economy with so much
of income disparity, there
would be some luxury and
sin items that would and
should attract a higher
rate of taxation. “But,
whether on 5, 12 and 18
(per cent), we can bring
down to 2 rates to start
with and then see how the
country grows and
whether there is a capaci-
ty to bring it to one rate or
not is something to be
seen. It is a very difficult
challenge,” Bajaj said at
an Assocham event. Under
the GST, a four-rate struc-
ture that exempts or im-

poses a low rate of tax of 5
per cent on essential items
and a top rate of 28 per
cent on cars is levied. The
other slabs of tax are 12
and 18 per cent. Besides,
there is a special 3 per cent
rate for gold, jewellery and
precious stones and 1.5 per
cent on cut and polished
diamonds. Also, a cess is
levied on the highest tax
slab of 28 per cent on luxu-
ry, sin and demerit goods.
The collection from the
cess goes to a separate cor-
pus — Compensation fund
— which is used to make
up for revenue loss suf-
fered by the state due to
the GST rollout. The GST
Council has set up a Group
of Ministers (GoM), under
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, to sug-
gest rationalisation in tax
rates, merging of slabs, re-
viewing the exempt list
and correcting duty inver-
sion in cases where taxes
on final output in lower
than that in inputs. The
GoM has been given 3-
month more time to sub-
mit a final report.

Highest 28% GST on luxury, sin
goods to continue: Revenue Secy Mumbai, Jul 04:  

Akasa Air on Monday
unveiled the first look of
its crew uniform as the
startup carrier prepares
for take-off in the coming
weeks. The airline, backed
by ace stock market in-
vestor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, is likely to
start services by the end of
this month.

It had taken delivery of
its first Boeing 737 max
aircraft in India on June
21 and plans to conduct
proving flights this week,
following which it will get
the Air Operator Permit
for launching commercial
operations.

In a statement on
Monday, Akasa Air said
the uniform fit focuses on
providing the best possible
stretch to ensure their
comfort over their busy
flight schedules. The com-
pany said it is the first
Indian airline to have in-
troduced custom trousers
and jackets, with their fab-
ric specially made for
Akasa Air (using recycled
polyester fabric which is
made from pet bottle plas-

tic salvaged from marine
waste) and comfortable
sneakers for its airline in-
flight crew keeping in
mind ergonomics, aesthet-
ics and comfort.

“We have designed a
uniform in which our

team feels both proud and
comfortable as they direct
their energy to ensure a
warm, friendly, and effi-
cient flying experience for
all our passengers,”
Belson Coutinho, Co-
founder and Chief

Marketing & Experience
Officer of Akasa Air, said.

According to the compa-
ny, given the mobile
lifestyle of crew members
and long hours spent
standing, Vanilla Moon de-
signed sneakers that are
light, and contain extra
cushioning from heel to
toe to ensure better sup-
port.

The sneakers’ sole is
carved from recycled rub-
ber and manufactured
without any use of plastic,
it said. “We are delighted
to share this shoe design
— which is sustainably
produced, functional, com-
fortable, gender-neutral
and contemporary,”
Deepika Mehra, Founder
of Vanilla Moon, said.
Designed by Delhi-based
fashion designer Rajesh
Pratap Singh, the jacket
draws inspiration from
the Indian bandhgala and
is forward-looking in a
modern version of the gar-
ment.

“These uniforms are a
perfect amalgamation of
style and sustainability
and reflect Akasa Air’s
core values.

Akasa Air unveils first look of its crew uniform

Akasa Air unveils the first look of its crew uniform, with
their fabric specially made using recycled polyester
fabric, made from pet bottle plastic salvaged from
marine waste. The ace stock market investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala-promoted startup carrier is getting
ready for take-off likely by this month-end. 

Chennai, Jul 04: 

Renault, the Number
one European brand in
India, has rolled out the
50,000th  Renault Kiger
from its plant in Chennai.
Staying true to its commit-
ment to keep building on
the success of the Renault
Kiger and to celebrate this
milestone, Renault India
has introduced a new
Stealth Black exterior
colour in the Renault
Kiger range. According to
Venkatram Mamillapalle,
Country CEO & Managing
Director, Renault India
Operations, “Offering a
strong value proposition
in terms of distinctive de-
sign, smart features, lead-
ing safety, quality and per-
formance, Renault Kiger

has found widespread ac-
ceptance among its cus-
tomers. It has proved its
mettle in the most compet-
itive compact SUV seg-
ment in India and the
50,000th production mile-
stone, despite the pandem-
ic and ongoing semicon-
ductor crisis, is yet anoth-

er testament to the success
of Renault Kiger in this
challenging segment. This
Sporty, Smart & Stunning
SUV is an important con-
tributor to our progress in
India and has been instru-
mental in placing India
among Renault’s top five
global markets. We are

confident that Renault
Kiger will continue to gar-
ner tremendous customer
response and further bol-
ster the brand’s growth in
India and overseas.”

An outcome of a collab-
oration between the de-
sign teams in France and
India, the Renault Kiger is
the third global car that
was launched in India
first, before it being intro-
duced globally. Following
its successful launch in
India in 2021, the sub-four
meter B-SUV is now also
available to customers in
South Africa, Indonesia,
East African Region,
(Kenya, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Zambia)
Seychelles, Mauritius,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bermuda
and Brunei.

Renault Kiger achieves 50,000 
production milestone in India New Delhi, Jul 04: 

Tata Motors expects
second half of the current
fiscal to be better in terms
of performance with grad-
ual improvement in the
overall supply situation
and stabilisation in com-
modity prices, according
to company chairman N
C h a n d r a s e k a r a n .
Addressing shareholders
during the company’s 77th
annual general meeting,
Chandrasekaran noted
that demand for the com-
pany’s vehicles across seg-
ments remained robust de-
spite various external
challenges. “The overall
supply situation, includ-
ing that of semiconduc-
tors, is gradually improv-
ing and commodity prices
are stabilising.
Accordingly, expect per-

formance to progressively
improve through the year
with the second half of
FY23 being notably better
than the first half,” he
noted. The demand for ve-
hicles in each of company
businesses Jaguar Land
Rover, commercial vehi-
cles and passenger vehi-
cles — remain strong de-
spite ongoing geopolitical,

supply and inflation con-
cerns, Chandrasekaran
stated. mHe noted that the
auto major is taking con-
certed actions to be future-
ready and create a virtu-
ous cycle of growth and re-
turns for its shareholders.
“While the near-term out-
look may be fluid with
multiple challenges that I
outlined above, the busi-
ness is taking the right ac-
tions to navigate them,
and I am confident that we
will emerge stronger,”
Chandrasekaran said. He
noted that the shift to sus-
tainable mobility is irre-
versible and the Tata
Motors Group will be
amongst the leaders of
green mobility, globally.
“We aim to get to net zero
emissions (Scope 1, 2 and
3) by 2039 for JLR, 2040 for
PVs and 2045 for CVs.

Tata Motors expects its performance to be 
better in second half of FY23: Chandrasekaran

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

Suzuki Motorcycle
India on Monday said it
has launched a new bike
model — ‘Katana’ in the
country, priced at Rs
13.61 lakh (ex-show-
room).

The bike, whose name
is derived from the leg-
endary Japanese sword
Katana, features a 999-
cm3 powertrain.

“The Katan reflects
Suzuki’s ongoing com-
mitment to fine crafts-
manship and its willing-
ness to sweat every de-
tail to get them right.

The launch is a part of
our strategy to solidify
our big bike portfolio in
the country,” Suzuki
Motorcycle India
Managing Director
Satoshi Uchida said in a

statement. The compa-
ny received a lot of
queries from motorcy-
cle enthusiasts after
showcasing the bike in
the last auto expo, he
noted. “It is basis the
positive feedback of our
potential customers
that we decided to intro-
duce the Katana in

India. We are confident
that the bike will be
able to make its own
cult following in India
too,” Uchida stated. The
bikes comes with
Suzuki Intelligent Ride
System (SIRS) which
comes with a variety of
advanced electronic
control systems.

Suzuki Motorcycle launches
‘Katana’ at Rs 13.61 lakh

Mumbai, Jul 04: 

Enjoy the monsoon sea-
son with super savings on
grocery essentials during
Super Value Days’ on
Amazon.in till 7th July.
Avail up to 45% off on gro-
cery, household essentials,
packaged foods, personal
care, and baby and pet care
products among others.
Customers can avail great
prices and fresh offers
from popular brands in-
cluding Daawat, Cadbury,
Fortune, Tata, Nestle,
Godrej, Cadbury, and
L’Oreal among others at
convenient delivery op-
tions from a single online
destination Beat the chill of
monsoon season with a cup
of spiced hot chocolate at
home as we celebrate
World Chocolate Day with

great offers and deals
across a wide variety of
chocolaty goodness on
Amazon Fresh from top
brands such as Ferrero
Rocher, Kwality Wall’s,
Nestle Kitkat, Cadbury
Bournville, Hershey’s and
more. Customers can avail
of an instant discount of
10% by using SBI Bank
Debit and Credit Card and
Credit EMI with a mini-
mum transaction of Rs
2,500, and discounts up to
Rs 300 from 1st – 3rd July
2022. In addition, ICICI
Bank Debit and Credit
Card holders can enjoy the
monsoon saving bonanza
on a minimum transaction
of 2,500 from 4th – 7th July
2022. For Prime members,
Amazon.in has introduced
free shipping, i.e., free de-
livery on all orders above

Rs 199. Prime is designed to
make your life better every
single day. Customers who
haven’t joined Prime yet
can join Prime for Rs
1,499/year, Rs 459 for three
months or Rs 179 for one
month at amazon.in/prime
and enjoy multiple Prime
benefits such as unlimited
access to award-winning
movies & TV shows with
Prime Video, unlimited ac-
cess to more than 70 mil-
lion songs, ad-free with
Prime Music, a free rotat-
ing selection of more than
1,000 books: magazines and
comics with Prime
Reading, access to free in-
game content and benefits
with Gaming with Prime,
new product launches,
early access to deals and
more, in addition to the
free and fast delivery.

Amazing deals on Amazon
Fresh during Super Value Days

New Delhi, Jul 04: The
Centre has proposed to
allow primary agriculture
credit societies (PACS) to
undertake activities like
dealership of petroleum
products, running PDS
shops, and developing hos-
pital and educational insti-
tutions, in addition to their
regular functions. In this
regard, the Ministry of
Cooperation has floated a
draft ‘Model By-laws of
PACS’ on which it has invit-
ed suggestions from the
state governments and
other stakeholders by July
19. The existing framework
does not allow PACS to di-
versify in other areas apart
from their core business.
The draft model by-laws
propose that PACS should
be allowed to work as Bank
Mitras and common serv-

ice centres (CSCs), provide
cold storage and godown fa-
cilities, set up PDS shops
besides enabling them to
work in dairy, fishery, irri-
gation and green energy
sectors. The draft also says
that PACS would be permit-
ted to provide community-
based service in the field of
education, health, tourism
and environmental and
sustainable development
activities. The objective of
the Society, as per the draft,
is to provide to its members
timely and adequate short-
term and medium-term
credit for development ac-
tivities related to agricul-
ture, loan for consumption
or medical purpose against
collateral/pledge financ-
ing, maintaining the finan-
cial norms in the opera-
tional area.

PACS may be allowed to sell 
petroleum products, run PDS shops

Mumbai, Jul 04: 

While the monsoons are
just about setting in across
the country, it’s raining
records atSkoda Auto
India. India 2.0, an endeav-
our that began in 2018, is
seeing the company break
its own sales records and
set new ones month after
month. June 2022 has seen
6,023 Skoda find new
homes across India. This
is after breaking a decade-
old record with 5,608 units
in March 2022. Year-on-
Year, June 2022 is a rise of
721% compared to the 734
cars sold in June 2021.
Above all, Skoda Auto
India have crossed the an-
nual sales of 23,858 units
in 2021 with 28,899 units al-
ready sold in H1 2022. Zac
Hollis, Brand Director,

Skoda Auto India, said,
“Both our India2 .0 prod-
ucts have entered the mar-
ket in an extremely chal-
lenging backdrop. A global
pandemic, intermittent
lockdowns, economic up-
heaval, geopolitical insta-
bility, and now a continued
semiconductor shortage
upsetting supply chain. So,
it’s an incredible achieve-
ment for all of us Skoda
Auto India to continue
breaking and setting new
sales records. It’s the re-
sult of all-round work
from all our teams. Not
just in terms of the prod-
uct, but in terms of cus-
tomer satisfaction, a
wider, deeper penetration
of our all new customer
touchpoints and a series of
consumer-centric service
campaigns.

Skoda Auto India shatters
all records in June

New Delhi, Jul 04:  

The government will re-
view the just introduced
windfall tax on domesti-
cally produced crude oil
and fuel exports every two
weeks based on foreign
currency rates and inter-
national oil prices, but no
levels have been fixed for
its recall, top officials said
on Monday.

Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said the USD
40 per barrel level of oil
prices being talked about
for a rollback of the levy is
unrealistic, considering
the international oil rates
currently. The review is
based on the premise that
if crude prices fall, then
windfall gains will cease
and new taxes would be
rollback. “There is a way
we will monitor it every 2

weeks, depending on the
foreign currency rates and
depending on where the
international prices are,”
Bajaj said. “What is the
dollar to rupee, the inter-
national price of diesel,
crude, what is the domes-
tic cost of crude, will keep
reviewing it. You can deci-
pher it yourself once we
review it.” The govern-
ment last week slapped an
export tax on petrol, diesel
and jet fuel (ATF) and im-
posed a windfall tax on
crude oil produced locally.
Brent, the world’s best-
known crude benchmark,
was trading at USD 112.03
per barrel on Monday. The
rupee dropped to 78.99
against the US dollar in
early trade on Monday.
India is 85 per cent de-
pendent on imports to
meet its crude oil needs

and a weaker rupee makes
imports costlier. CBIC
Chairman Vivek Johri too
said there was no cap de-
cided yet for review of the
windfall tax. “No, we
haven’t thought of that,”
he said when asked about
the level for reviewing the
windfall tax. “The rates
will be reviewed every 15
days depending on how
the prices of crude and re-
fined products behave in
the international market.”

On the USD 40 per bar-
rel decline cap for a re-
view, he asked if oil prices
are expected to fall to the
USD 40 level in the near fu-
ture.

“You expect it to fall by
USD 40” he said. “There
isn’t such thinking yet. It
is a very dynamic thing, so
we have to wait and
watch.”

Govt to review oil export, windfall tax based
on forex rate, int’l oil prices every fortnight

NTPC clocks 21.7
pc growth in

power generation
in June quarter

New Delhi, Jul 04: State-
run power giant NTPC
Ltd on Monday said it has
registered a 21.7 per cent
growth in electricity gen-
eration at 104.4 billion
units (BU) in the April-
June quarter of this fi-
nancial year. NTPC group
of companies recorded a
generation of 104.4 BU in
the April to June quarter
of 2022, registering an in-
crease of 21.7 per cent
from 85.8 BU generated in
the corresponding quar-
ter last year, a company
statement said. In June,
2022, power generation
was 34.8 BU, higher by
29.3 per cent compared to
26.9 BU in June 2021, indi-
cating an improved per-
formance and an in-
crease in demand for
power in the current
year, it added.

T he seventh season of
the well-known

celebrity talk show -
'Koffee With Karan' is
about to begin. Samantha
Ruth Prabhu is seen
pulling Karan Johar's leg
in the flamboyant trailer,
which came out on
Saturday. She brings up
the subject of marriages
in his films.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu
appeared on Karan's
show. She created a name
for herself in the first
episode of the Hindi web-
series The Family Man-2.
The precise air date of
Samantha Ruth Prabhu's
episode is still unknown,
but it seems like the
Majili actress had a few
light-hearted moments
during her appearance on
the show.

As Karan Johar and
Samantha appear to be

having a good time talk-
ing about some recent
events, Samantha is
heard telling Karan: "You
are the reason behind un-
happy marriages."

"You have portrayed life
as 'K3G- Kabhi Kushi
Kabhi Gham', whereas in
fact, life is 'KGF,'"
Samantha says. These
amusing exchanges be-
tween Karan Johar and
Samantha have gone
viral.

Akshay Kumar, Anil
Kapoor, Ranveer Singh,
Alia Bhatt, Varun
Dhawan, Janhvi Kapoor,
Sara Ali Khan, Vijay
Devarakonda, Samantha
Ruth Prabhu, Shahid
Kapoor, and Kiara Advani
are some of the
Bollywood celebrities
who will be seen on the
celebrity talk show this
season.

ACROSS

1. Mimicked

5. Back

9. Geometric corner

14. Buddhist monk

15. Alleviate

16. Hold up

17. Stiffly formal

18. Speed up

20. Successful songs

21. Picked

22. Poems of praise

23. Concur

25. Look after

27. Thailand’s neighbor

29. Plaid

34. Zeus or Apollo

37. Endeavored

40. Poem

41. Goodbye (Fr.)

43. Last letter

44. Climbing vines

45. Hermit

46. Actress ____ Barkin

48. “Welcome” rug

49. Amphitheaters

51. Move slowly

53. Earring site

56. Keaton and Sawyer

60. Loads (2 wds.)

64. Untamed

66. Rant and ____

67. Opposition

69. Declare

70. Stories

71. Misdeeds

72. Rice wine

73. Sleep noise

74. Golf pegs

75. Winter vehicle

DOWN

1. First Greek letter

2. Eiffel Tower locale

3. Gives forth

4. ____ in distress

5. Nuclear ____

6. Per person

7. Broad tie

8. Della ____ of “Touched by an Angel”

9. Summer cooler

10. Roman emperor

11. Pleased

12. Not punctual

13. Ogles

19. Gave temporarily

24. Not artificial

26. Painter Leonardo ____ (2 wds.)

28. Dimension

30. Gun an engine
31. Slender
32. Yachting
33. Cozy place
34. Party
35. Bloodhound’s clue
36. Eat at eight
38. Wriggly fish
39. Sub store
42. Poetic dusk
47. Eternal
50. Not hard
52. Pester
54. Wild animal
55. Bert’s buddy
57. Marine
58. Call forth
59. Did needlework
60. ____ and crafts
61. Lacking fat
62. Nordic capital
63. Row
65. Complexion woe
68. Opposite of NNW
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Things might get a bit confusing for you

today, Aquarius. Don’t feel like you need

to make sense of it all. In fact, this task

may be impossible. Just be yourself. Let

your creative nature shine through. Other

people are quite malleable, and you

should feel free to take the lead in just

about any situation. Make sure, however,

that you consider other people’s needs.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Mix your reality with a bit of fantasy today,

Pisces. Allow your feet to come off the ground

for a little while. Give yourself a rest. Take

some time to meditate and clear your mind of

your daily worries. Calming, relaxing activities

are the best way to spend the day. Spend time

communicating with friends and feel free to

go deep into conversations regarding out-

landish subjects. Allow yourself to dream.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Let yourself go into high creative mode and

drift into a whole other world, Aries. Escape

your present reality and explore your fan-

tasies through any sort of artistic endeavor.

Dream as big as your mind allows. There’s

no limit to the things that can manifest on a

day like today. Push your limits and test

your boundaries. You may be able to soar

much higher than you think.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’ll find that things are slipping nicely into

place for you today, Taurus. Your persuasive

manner and gentle nudges are just enough to

get people where you want them. Control is

all yours if you want it. Remember that you

need to be willing to accept the blame for

failure as well as praise for success. Any risks

you take today, however, are likely to work

out in your favor.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

When faced with ten entrees on the menu,
it might be hard for you to choose just one.
Feel free to order two or more, Gemini.
Don’t let indecisiveness slow you down. At
the same time, don’t view it as something
negative. The key for today is to go with
the flow. Expand your dreams as far and
wide as you wish. Have fun as long as
you’re willing to take full responsibility for
your actions.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your dreams won’t come true unless you

believe in and act on them, Cancer. No one

else is going to do it for you. Unless you have a

fairy godmother, you need to take matters into

your own hands. Realize, however, that you

can get there many different ways. The first

step is to believe in yourself. Anything is pos-

sible. Today is a great day to let your imagina-

tion call the shots.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If people hassle you or give you a hard
time about your appearance today, pay
them no mind, Leo. You have the right
to live your life any way you want to. If
that means you want to go around the
house in a grubby T-shirt and tattered
sweatpants that haven’t been washed
in months, then so be it. Feel free to be
whoever you want to be.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Reach for the pot of gold at the end of the

rainbow, Virgo. It’s closer than you think.

Indeed, your dreams are completely with-

in your reach, and there are huge forces

at work helping you achieve your goals.

You should find yourself in a favorable

mood all day. People will be more sensi-

tive than usual to your emotions. Let your

fantasies lead the way.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today is your day to dream and dream big,

Libra. Think about what it is that you want

most out of life. Aim your arrow to the

stars and pull back your bow as far as pos-

sible. There’s no limit to how far you can

go. Your only limitation is your imagina-

tion. Don’t worry if your plan doesn’t seem

to make any rational sense. Worry more

about what you want and less about how

you’re going to get it.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Expand your mind to its furthest reaches
today, Scorpio. There’s an incredible
opportunity opening up for you in which
you can make great strides in a creative
realm. Follow the music. Pick up an
instrument, browse an online music store,
or listen to your favorite playlist. Let the
artist within have room to play. Shoot for
a goal and don’t stop until you reach it.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your mind may seem rather cloudy today,

Sagittarius, but don’t let this hinder you. In

fact, you’ll find that you can use this feel-

ing of fantasy to your advantage. Try to

bring more magic into your life. You’ll dis-

cover that the more you accept your

bizarre feelings and ideas, the more things

will fall into place. Don’t think that every-

thing in life has to be completely rational.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is an excellent day for you, one in

which you’ll find a great deal of strength in

your emotions, Capricorn. Trust that your

instincts are serving you well. You have noth-

ing to lose by following your heart. This is an

important time for you to rekindle the

dreams that you’ve let smolder. Bring more

of your fantasy world into your everyday life.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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E verybody needs a
place where they can

be truly themselves. The
favourite corner at your
home is a private retreat
for every individual. &TV
artists Saachi Tiwari
(Devi Sumati, Baal Shiv),
Ambrish Bobby (Ramesh
Prasad Mishra, Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai?),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Rohitashv
Gour (Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about favourite cor-
ners of their home where
they like to spend most of
the time. Saachi Tiwari,
aka Devi Sumati in &TV’s
Baal Shiv, says, “The en-
tire home is a labour of
love by my family and me,
but my favourite part of
the house is the living

room. It is large enough to
shoot my reels and make
some social media videos
as it is full of lights. I
spend a lot of time here
watching Baal Shiv on TV
with my family, reading,
thinking about creating
creative content and
much more. Our living
room has ample sunlight,
and most of the décor in
the living room was done
by my mom and me. So,
the living room is my
favourite place where I
am the most creative,
comfortable, and happy.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

'Saath Nibhaana
Saathiya' actress Kajal
Pisal enjoys making ex-
ercise a fun activity
rather than a boring
task. She sets goals for
other women to follow a
fitness regime.

She says: "In the
process of losing weight
and staying fit, women
often end up making
mistakes like eating too
little, not working out as
per their body type and
expecting instant re-
sults. I believe it is es-
sential to concentrate
on having a balanced
diet comprising all the
nutrients, and comple-
ment it with regular
workouts by making ex-
ercise a fun activity
rather than a boring
task."

Kajal finds fitness a
long and tedious process
for women. "Fitness is a
long and tedious
process, especially for
us women who have to
deal with weight loss.
I'm very much con-
cerned and devoted to
my fitness wellbeing.
I'm making sure to
workout before and after
my shoots," she shares.

"When it comes to
looking and feeling
great through the differ-
ent ages of life, the clos-
est thing to do is exer-
cise. It is one of these
controllable factors, and
it's highly effective at
improving health," con-
cludes the actress
known for shows such
as 'C.I.D', 'Naagin 5' and
many more.

Fitness First: Kajal Pisal says she loves her exercise routine

LL  anguage and genre are no longer
restrictions, and actors across

different regional industries are
working together in Bollywood as one
unit today. Popular actress Wamiqa
Gabbi, who was seen in 'Jab We Met',
'Mausam', 'Love Aaj Kal' and other
Bollywood movies, believes that this
is a good and much-needed change in
the industry. Wamiqa says: "I feel
that prominent names of cinema have
a fresh formula to win the pan-Indian
audience. 
They have learnt that the divide
between vernacular and national
films can be obliterated." "Not only
regional stars are making their way to
mainstream Bollywood but vice versa
too. Today, actors from across region-
al industries are coming together
with a single aim -- to make good
content," she adds. Wamiqa was last
seen in the official Indian adaptation
of the hit American anthology series,
'Modern Love', by the name of
'Modern Love: Mumbai'. The show is
available for streaming on Amazon
Prime Video.

Wamiqa Gabbi says language, genre
no longer matter in pan-India cinema

S ony Entertainment Television’s Mere Sai Shraddha aur Saburi
has been reigning the mytho-genre by focusing on the moral prin-

ciples that one must uphold to have a holistic existence as a human
being through Sai Baba’s ideologies and teachings. Stepping into a
new phase of Sai Baba’s life, Mere Sai that has taken a leap will now
showcase the dawn of a new era over Shirdi. With the emergence of in-
dustries and technologies, Shirdi is moving towards a semi-urban
lifestyle which has opened doors to outsiders and changes. With the in-
dustrialization, there will be a rise in progress which in turn will
bring about balance, change and prosperity. And, it  is  Sai  Baba
(Tushar Dalvi) who will be the beacon that will teach everyone the art
of balance between progress and change and how one should incorpo-
rate these values in their lives.

Acing numerous roles across television, films and OTT, actor Anuj
Sharma will be seen essaying the role of Sharad in Mere Sai’s leap
phase. The actor himself is a strong believer in Sai Baba and is very
thrilled to be a part of one of the longest-running shows on Sony
Entertainment Television. Shedding light on his character, Anuj
shares, “My character Sharad is a very positive man with a pure heart.
He is a family person who wants to give his family all the happiness
and luxury. He is very close to his son and dreams of sending him to
Mumbai (then Bombay) for his higher education. But Sharad thinks
that earning money is the only way to provide a better life for his fami-
ly. He works day in and out, without giving his family any time. He is
unaware of the fact that time is the biggest treasure. Will he be able to
understand it before it's too late?”

Watch Anuj Sharma as Sharad in Mere Sai Shraddha aur
Saburi airing every Monday to Friday at 7pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Anuj
Sharma
enters

‘Mere Sai
Shraddh

a aur
Saburi’

Actors and their
favourite corners

at home!

Samantha
blames KJo films 

for portraying marriages
unrealistically
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Pallekele, Jul 04 (PTI):

The Indian women’s
team dominated from
start to finish, with both
the bat and ball, to ham-
mer Sri Lanka by 10
wickets in the second
ODI and take an unassail-
able 2-0 lead in the three-
match series here on
Monday.

It is worth mentioning
that the Indian team’s
openers fired for the first
time on the tour, sharing
a partnership of 174 runs
to see the visitors home
in just 25.4 overs and fi-
nally managing to silence
their detractors after
being pilloried for their
below-par show.

It is the highest target
successfully chased with-
out losing a wicket in
women’s ODIs.

The bowlers set it up
for the tourists by dis-
missing Sri Lanka for
173, and after that, Smriti
Mandhana’s stroke-filled
94 off 83 balls and Shafali
Verma’s run-a-ball 71
paved the way for the con-

vincing win. The experi-
enced Mandhana struck
11 boundaries and a six
in her blazing knock,
while Verma found the
fence four times and
cleared it once.

After having won the
first ODI comfortably, the

Indians came into the
second game as firm
favourites against a wob-
bly Sri Lankan side.
Adding to the visitors
confidence was the fact
that they also triumphed
in the preceding three-
match T20I series.

After winning the toss,
Indian skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur asked
Sri Lanka to bat first on a
surface in favourable con-
ditions for the bowlers.

The hosts soon found
themselves in all sorts of
trouble as pacer Renuka

Singh was on point with
her lengths from the
word go.

The 26-year-old reigned
supreme with the ball,
with a career-best 4 for 28,
rattling the Sri Lankan
top-order with three
quick strikes.

Even as wickets fell at
regular intervals, lower-
order batter Ama
Kanchana held fort for
the hosts with an unbeat-
en 47 off 83 balls.
Seasoned off-spinner
Deepti Sharma’s two
wickets off the last two
balls helped India bowl
out the Lankans.

“We have been talking
about long partnerships.
We discussed that we
need to give 100 percent.
The partnership was out-
standing. It is important
to have bowling options,”
Harmanpreet said after
the game.

India won the first ODI
by four wickets and will
look to complete a 3-0
sweep when they meet
the home team in the
final match on Thursday.

Openers fire as all-round India seal
ODI series with 10-wicket drubbing Wimbledon, Jul 04 (AP):

Even knowing what an
unusual Wimbledon this
has been, what with so
many unexpected results
and new faces popping
up, and so few top seeds
and major champions re-
maining, surely Novak
Djokovic would not lose
to a wild-card entry mak-
ing his Grand Slam
debut, would he?

If it did not quite seem
plausible, it did at least
become vaguely possible
a tad past 9:30 p.m. on
Sunday night under the
closed roof at Centre
Court, when 25-year-old
Dutchman Tim van
Rijthoven ranking: 104th;
lifetime tour-level victo-
ries: eight, all in the past
month had the temerity
to smack a 133 mph ace
past Djokovic and tie
their fourth-round match
at a set apiece.

All of nine minutes
later, the time it took
Djokovic to grab 12 of the
next 15 points, and the
next three games, both
plausibility and possibili-
ty took a hike.

Soon enough, the third
set was his, and not much
later, so was the fourth,
and the match, a 6-2, 4-6, 6-
1, 6-2 result that gave the
tournament’s No. 1 seed a
25th consecutive grass-
court victory at the All
England Club and a place
in his 13th Wimbledon
quarterfinal.

Novak did his Novak
thing, van Rijthoven said,
and played very, very
well. He had all the an-
swers. Beforehand, van
Rijthoven had said: I’ll go

into that match thinking
I can win. Might have still
had that sense Sunday
evening. If only briefly.

Eventually, the only
true question was
whether Djokovic would
wrap this one up in time,
because there is an 11
p.m. curfew. Running up
against that would have
required them to resume
Monday.

Whew. I am lucky,
Djokovic said after clos-
ing the deal with 20 min-
utes to spare.

Indian bowler Renuka Singh celebrates with
teammates after a wicket, during the 2nd ODI cricket
match between India and Sri Lanka, at Pallekele
International Cricket Stadium, in Kandy, Monday.

Skipper Harmanpreet
expresses relief 

after openers fire

Pallekele: Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur was relieved that Smriti
Mandhana and Shafali Verma
finally came good with a record-
breaking opening partnership to
set up India’s series-clinching
10-wicket win over Sri Lanka in
the second ODI here on Monday.
“We have been talking about
long partnerships and thankfully
we got it today. I am happy with
the way we batted, it was out-
standing to watch,”
Harmanpreet said during the
post-match presentation. The
Indian skipper also lauded the
performances of the bowlers
including the likes of Renuka
Singh, Meghna Singh, and
Deepti Sharma, who with their
tight bowling, ensured the hosts
are bundled out for a paltry 173.

Wimbledon wild-card entry
steals set, not win, from Djokovic

Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Tim van Rijthoven
of the Netherlands during a mens fourth round
singles match on day seven of the Wimbledon tennis
championships in London.

Wimbledon, Jul 04 (AP):

She headed the ball.
She flicked it up with
her feet. Ons Jabeur is
having fun, and she’s
winning.

The Tunisian, who at
No. 3 is the highest-re-
maining women’s seed,
advanced to her second
straight Wimbledon
quarterfinal with a 7-6
(9), 6-4 victory over Elise
Mertens on No. 1 Court
on Sunday.

It’s my kind of thing
to express a little bit my
stress during the match,
doing funny things with
the football or anything
(that) just helps me con-
nect with the crowd,
Jabeur said of her ball
skills, like when she
chased down and headed
away a lob from Mertens
that went long. (To) be
myself on the court re-
ally is very, very impor-
tant.

The 27-year-old
Jabeur saved five set
points in the tiebreaker
the closest she’s come to
dropping a set through
four matches. She im-

proved to 9-0 this season
on grass, which includes
winning the Berlin
Open last month.

Just over a year ago,
she became the first
Arab woman to win a
singles title on the elite
women’s tennis tour
when she lifted the tro-

phy in Birmingham also
a grass-court tourna-
ment.

I love playing on
grass, I love the connec-
tion between nature and
me, so hopefully it will
continue this way for
me and maybe through
the finals,” Jabeur said.

Shaking off the disap-
pointment of a first-
round loss at the French
Open, Jabeur’s goals are
very high” at the All
England Club.

No matter who’s com-
ing, I’m going to build
the fight, I’m going to
fight till the end because
I really want the title,
said Jabeur, who has
never reached a Grand
Slam semifinal.

Up next is unseeded
Czech player Marie
Bouzkova, who ad-
vanced to her first
Grand Slam quarterfi-
nal by beating Caroline
Garcia of France 7-5, 6-
2.

Simona Halep is the
last Grand Slam cham-
pion standing on the
women’s side. The 16th-
seeded Romanian won at
Wimbledon in 2019 and
at the French Open the
year before that. She
faces fourth-seeded
Paula Badosa in the
fourth round on
Monday.

Jabeur and Badosa
are all that’s left of the
top 15 seeds.

Jabeur reaches Wimbledon
QF again, sets ‘very high’ goals

Ons Jabeur celebrates defeating Belgiums Elise
Mertens during a fourth round womens singles match
on day seven of the Wimbledon tennis championships
in London.

Birmingham, Jul 4 (PTI):

Star England batter
Jonny Bairstow has
played down the heated
verbal exchange he had
with senior India player
Virat Kohli during the
third day of the resched-
uled fifth Test, saying it
was part and parcel of the
game.

During the morning ses-
sion on Sunday, Kohli had
something to say to

Bairstow about his ‘play
and miss’ game but the
England batter wasn’t
someone to take it lightly.

At one point, the um-
pires had to intervene to
cool down tempers.

“Nah, there was literally
nothing to it,” Bairstow,
who hit 106 off 140 balls,
said when asked about the
heated exchange with
Kohli.

“We’ve played against
each other for a solid 10

years now. It’s a bit of
craic (having good time,
enjoyable social activity).
We’re fiercely competitive
on the field and that’s what
it’s about.

“We’re playing Test
cricket and we’re two com-
petitors. It brings the best
out of us. Whatever it

takes, you want to get
your team over the line

and that’s part
and parcel of
the game.”

After that
altercation,

Bairstow start-
ed chancing his
arms and
played a lot of

lofted shots over
mid-off and clipped a

few towards the mid-wick-
et boundary.

Asked at the press con-
ference after the third
day’s play if Kohli was
“poking the bear”,
Bairstow replied, “It’s a
nice pun that in it, really.

“We’ve been fortunate to
play against each other for
over 10 years now. So, we
have had some battles on
the field.

“I am pretty sure we will
be able to have dinner.
Don’t worry about that,”
said Bairstow.

Verbal exchange with Kohli part
and parcel of game: Bairstow

Melbourne, Jul 04 (PTI):

India captain
Harmapreet Kaur will re-
turn in Melbourne
Renegades colours for a
second season in the
Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL) during the eighth
edition of the T20 tourna-
ment later this year.

Harmanpreet, who has
represented India in over
200 matches across all for-
mats, is an all-rounder,
renowned for her destruc-
tive batting and handy off-
spin. The 33-year-old was
Renegades’ leading run-
scorer and wicket-taker in
the WBBL last year. She
scored 406 runs at an aver-
age of 58 — including 18

sixes, the most in the com-
petition — and also
claimed 15 wickets.

“I’m excited to be com-
ing back to the
Renegades,” Harmanpreet
was quoted as saying by
the Renegades’ website.

“I really enjoyed being
part of the team environ-
ment last season and feel
like that helped me pro-
duce some of my best
cricket. Personally, I just
wanted to play my role for
the team and it was pleas-
ing to be able to do that.

“We supported each
other as a team last year
and were able to get some
good results, but we still
have plenty of room to im-
prove.

Harmanpreet to return 
in Melbourne Renegades

colours in WBBL

Birmingham, Jul 04 (PTI):

India were all out for
245 in their second in-
nings on the fourth day
of the rescheduled fifth
Test here on Monday,
setting England a target
of 378 to draw the se-
ries. Cheteshwar Pujara
top-scored for the hosts
with a gutsy 66, while

first-innings centurion,
Rishabh Pant, helped
himself to 57.

England captain Ben
Stokes claimed excel-
lent figures of 4/33,
while there were two
wickets apiece for
Stuart Broad and Matty
Potts.

On the third day, India
grabbed a sizeable first-

innings lead of 132 runs
after dismissing
England for 284.

Resuming the penulti-
mate day at 125 for
three, Pujara and Pant
could add just 28 runs
before the former was
dismissed by Broad.

The Indians made 416
all out in their first in-
nings.

India set England 378-run target

Rishabh Pant plays a shot during the fourth day of the fifth cricket test match
between England and India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, England, Monday.

Karachi, Jul 04 (PTI):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam has admitted that
his team needs to strike a
judicious balance between
playing proactive brand of
cricket and adapting to sit-
uations when it needs to
employ a defensive ap-
proach.

Pakistan’s go-slow bat-
ting approach during their
last home series against
Australia was criticised as
Babar’s men couldn’t for
once score at a rate of
more than three runs per
over in all the innings
played during the three
games.

“We are trying to
change the way we play
Test cricket. Not easy for
batters when the other
team is dominating you,”
Babar said ahead of
team’s upcoming WTC
tour of Sri Lanka.

“We want to play posi-
tively irrespective of the
situation but it is only on a
given day that we can de-
cide how to win the match
and our strategy,” Babar
added.

However the Pakistan
skipper reminded every-
one that Test cricket de-

mands that teams respect
situations and adapt ac-
cordingly.

“But you must remem-
ber that the beauty of Test
cricket is about adapting
according to the situation.
You can’t go for quick runs
if the opposition is on
top,” he said but accepted
that there is a lot of room
for improvement.

The Pakistan captain is
well aware that they will
be challenged by Sri
Lanka on spinner-friendly
tracks.

“We have been following
their recent tests also
against Australia and you
can see spinners are domi-
nating. But we have also
prepared as per their con-
ditions and we have capa-
ble spinners in Yasir Shah,
Nauman Ali, Nawaz to
counter the conditions.”

But Babar is confident
that Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Co. will do well even if
the tracks are unrespon-
sive for fast bowlers.

“I also have confidence
in my fast bowlers, they
will dominate also. Our
batsmen have played there
before they can adapt well.
Every team is dangerous
on their home turf.

Babar wants balance between
proactive approach and playing

as per situation demands

Sindhu, Prannoy
seek momentum at
Malaysia Masters

KKuuaallaa  LLuummppuurr::  Star shuttlers P
V Sindhu and HS Prannoy will
look to sustain their momen-
tum when they spearhead the
Indian challenge at the
Malaysia Masters Super 500
badminton tournament, start-
ing here on Tuesday. Sindhu
and Prannoy had suffered con-
trasting defeats at the quarter-
final stage of the Malaysia
Open Super 750 last week and
will look to make amends this
week even though there was
hardly any time to iron out the
flaws. While Sindhu has
claimed two Super 300 titles at
Syed Modi International and
Swiss Open this year, Prannoy
is desperate to end a five-year
long wait for a title win. Sindhu,
a two-time Olympic medallist,
has been consistently reaching
the quarters and semis of the
world tour events but she has
looked slightly vulnerable
against the top players. Her
losses against Thailand’s
Ratchanok Inthanon, China’s
Chen Yu Fei and He Bing Jiao,
Korea’s An Se Young and neme-
sis Tai Tzu Ying from Chinese
Taipei have exposed her weak-
nesses, which she will look to
address ahead of the upcoming
Commonwealth Games. In the
opening round, the former
world champion will face the
formidable Bing Jiao, who had
shown her the door at the
Indonesia Open Super 1000 last
month.

India eye China
scalp in women’s

Hockey WC
A m s t e l v e e n
(Netherlands), Jul 4 (PTI):
Their defensive prowess
on display in the 1-1 draw
against Olympic bronze
medallist England, India
would look to plug holes in
the attacking department
and register their first win
of the women’s hockey
World Cup in their second
game against China here
on Tuesday.

The Indians produced a
superlative defensive per-
formance, spearheaded by
skipper and goalkeeper
Savita Punia, in the drawn
game against England in
their opening Pool B
match on Sunday.

The likes of vice-captain
Deep Grace Ekka, Nikki
Pradhan, Gurjit Kaur and
Udita dished out an excel-
lent performance, denying
England a single penalty
corner in the entire 60
minutes.

Their only blemish was
the ninth minute goal they
conceded when Isabella
Petter neatly deflected in a
pass from outside the ‘D’.

Barring that, it was a
near perfect effort from
the Indian backline
against England, who
fielded almost the same set
of players from the Great
Britain side that featured
in Tokyo Olympics.

Children cool off in a water pond on a hot summer day, on the outskirts of Srinagar, Monday.

BEATING THE HEAT

NGO to transform Nagaland
into fruit hub of India

Kohima, Jul 04 (PTI): 

An NGO under its ambi-
tious mission 'Trees for
Wealth' has set a target to
transform Nagaland into a
fruit hub of India by plant-
ing and nurturing at least
five lakh fruit trees by end
of this year.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Monday,
The Entrepreneurs
Associates (tEA) founder
and Chief Executive Officer,
Neichute Doulo, claimed
that its 'Trees for Wealth'
(TfW) movement launched
in November 2019, is a first
of its kind to bring about a
revolution in the local econ-
omy alongside restoring
and conserving the environ-
ment through the wide scale
plantation of fruit trees
with the slogan 'Micro by
One, Volume by Mass'.

The slogan, he said, is

built on the unique land
holding system and social
structure of ethnic commu-
nities of Nagaland and
Manipur in particularl and
North East Region in gener-
al. "Micro by One, Volume
by mass" where one million
farmers and individuals on
an average planting 1,000
fruit trees would indeed
lead to one billion fruit
trees, he hoped. Doulo said
fruit tree plantations by
community, government
and civil society organisa-
tions on wide scale will
make Nagaland the fruit
hub of India. He said vil-
lages willing to join the
movement need to have at
least 50 progressive farmers
with proper land while tEA
will provide the saplings for
free, besides hand-holding
training to nurture the fruit
trees. Through the move-
ment a mixed variety of

fruit trees like plum, or-
ange, lime, guava, persim-
mon, avocado, mango, fig,
tamarillo (Naga tree toma-
to), walnut, pears, litchee,
etc are being introduced in-
cluding quick yielding fruit
trees so that the farmers
can harvest early and start
earning income to motivate
and encourage them to
adopt fruit tree plantation
as a viable long-term liveli-
hood, he said.

Under this initiative vari-
ous cash crops and spices
have been promoted, Doulo
said. Since cash crops al-
ready have a steady market
demand, scaling it up is vi-
able and would substantial-
ly generate income for
farmers while it is support-
ed through tEA's Buy Back
Policy to facilitate market
linkages for farmers and
provide income assurance
and risk reduction, he said.

Dewas, Jul 04 (PTI): 

A tribal woman, sus-
pected to be having an
extra-marital affair, was
thrashed by a group of vil-
lagers and paraded after
being made to carry her
husband on her shoulders
in Madhya Pradesh's
Dewas district, police said
on Monday.

The incident took place
on Sunday in Borpadav
village under Udainagar
police station limits, some
110 km from the district
headquarters, the official
said, adding that nine peo-
ple were arrested in the
matter.

The accused also tore
the woman's clothes and
abused her, as per the FIR

registered in connection
with the incident.

Some videos surfaced on
social media platforms
wherein the woman was
seen being slapped repeat-
edly by villagers, and later
heckled and humiliated in
front of the public, while
she was carrying her hus-
band on her shoulders.

In another clip, the
woman and another man,
identified as Hari Singh
Bhilala, were seen with
garlands of shoes around
their necks and both being
humiliated by locals gath-
ered around them.

Based on a complaint
filed by Bhilala, an FIR
was later registered
against 11 named people,
including the woman's

husband, and some
unidentified persons
under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Suryakant Sharma said.

He said nine of the per-
sons named in the FIR
have been arrested, while
other accused were being
identified and will be
nabbed soon.

According to the FIR,
Bhilala knew the victim
woman for the past six
months and she reached
his house on Saturday
night out of mutual trust.

The woman told the
complainant that she
came to his house as her
husband suspected her
character and used to beat

her up, the FIR said.
On Sunday, the woman's

husband along with his as-
sociates came to the com-
plainant's place, dragged
him and the woman out,
and thrashed and abused
them, it said.

Later, the accused tore
the woman's clothes and
forced her to carry her
husband on her shoulders,
as per the FIR.

The woman and the
complainant were forced
to wear garlands of shoes,
the FIR said, adding that
police rescued them later.

Meanwhile, Madhya
Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Kamal Nath targeted
the ruling BJP, citing inci-
dents of atrocities against
tribals in the state.

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati
have designed an afford-
able 'radiative cooler' coat-
ing material, an alterna-
tive to air-conditioning sys-
tem that needs no electrici-
ty to operate. According to
officials, this material is an
electricity-free cooling sys-
tem as it can be applied on
the rooftops, and functions
both during day and night
time to provide an alterna-
tive to conventional air-
conditioners.

"Passive radiative cool-
ing systems operate by
emitting heat absorbed
from the surrounding in
the form of infrared radia-
tions that can pass through

the atmosphere before get-
ting dumped into the cold
outer space. Most passive
radiative coolers operate
only at night. For daytime
operation, these coolers
need to reflect entire solar
radiation as well," Ashish
Kumar Chowdhary, re-
search scholar at IIT
Guwahati, said. "Till now,
these cooling systems are
not able to provide suffi-
cient cooling at daytime.
We are set to resolve these
issues and bring out an af-
fordable and more efficient
radiative cooling system
that can operate round-the-
clock," he added. Their in-
novation has been pub-
lished in the 'Journal of
Physics D: Applied Physics'
by IOP Publishing, United
Kingdom.

"Designing a passive ra-
diative cooler for daytime
operation is more challeng-
ing due to the simultane-
ous requirement of high
reflectance in entire solar
spectral regime and high
emissivity in the atmos-
pheric transmittance win-
dow," said Debabrata
Sikdar, Assistant Professor,
Department of Electronics
and Electrical
Engineering, IIT
Guwahati. "These radia-
tive coolers requiring no
external energy sources
for their operation could be
one of the best alternatives
to replace the conventional
air conditioning systems
used to cool buildings and
automobiles in countries
experiencing hot weather,
such as India.
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Commuters wade through a waterlogged underpass following monsoon rains, in Jabalpur, Monday.

U'khand siblings undergo challenging
surgeries for removal of tumours

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Two siblings from
Uttarakhand, who were di-
agnosed with large tu-
mours in vital organs of
their bodies, have received
a new lease of life after un-
dergoing complex surger-
ies at a hospital here, doc-
tors said on Monday.

Brother-sister duo aged
8 and 15 years, respective-
ly, were recently presented
to doctors at the Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital with very
high blood pressure to the
tune of 200/120 mm Hg,
and were suffering from
various complications, in-
cluding seizures, they
said.

Both were evaluated.

The boy was found to have
a large tumour of the size
of 4.5 cm in the left adre-
nal gland. While his sister
was found to have two tu-
mors, one in each adrenal
gland, the larger one in
right adrenal gland meas-
uring 5.5 cm and another
in left adrenal gland meas-
uring 2.5 cm, the hospital
said in a statement.

Dr Ashwin Mallya,
urologist and robotic sur-
geon, a the hospital, who
operated on both the pa-
tients, said, "The initial
challenge for us was to
stabilise the blood pres-
sure of the siblings before
planning the complex sur-
gery. We planned to re-
move the tumors and pre-
serve the normal part of
adrenal gland because ad-
renal glands are very vital

organs of the body as they
produce steroids and
maintain blood pressure".
"We accomplished this by
using minimally invasive
surgery through key hole
incisions," he said.

According to Dr Ajay
Sharma, chairperson,
urologist and robotic sur-
geon, at the hospital, said,
"The tumors of adrenal
gland are very challeng-
ing to operate because of
their location in the body.
These glands are small,
triangular shaped glands
located on top of both kid-
neys. They are very close
to the major blood vessels
and during operation
there are chances of life-
threatening fluctuation in
blood pressure and heart
rate".

Surgeries of both the

children took about five
and a half hour. "Biopsy
reports of the tumors re-
vealed pheochromocy-
toma (rare adrenal
tumor). Genetic studies of
the siblings have revealed
a rare familial tumor syn-
drome called VHL syn-
drome. This syndrome
causes tumors all over the
body," it said.

Dr Sachin Kathuria,
consultant urologist, said,
"These rare and complex
cases could be performed
smoothly due to the team
approach consisting of
urologists, anaesthetists,
pediatric cardiology, neu-
rology and endocrinolo-
gy".Both siblings have re-
covered and have resumed
schooling within two
weeks of their surgery,
doctors said.

RAIN WOES MOB FURY ON 
RAIL PREMISES

RPF to be trained
in crowd control,
mob psychology

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI):
Hit by huge losses due to
mob fury during recent agi-
tations, the railways has ap-
proached Meerut-based
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
Academy for Public Order
(RAPO) to train the Railway
Protection Force in crowd
control, public order man-
agement and mob psycholo-
gy. This is the first time the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), which is responsible
for protecting railway prop-
erty, will be trained to con-
trol mobs -- a task officials
say has fallen on the force
which has had to deal with
large protesting crowds on
several occasions over the
last year. The training for
the first batch of 182 person-
nel began at the academy on
Monday, officials said.

SC to hear on July
6 plea on AIADMK

leadership row
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0044  ((PPTTII))::  The
Supreme Court Monday said
that it would hear on July 6,
a plea filed by former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami
(EPS) challenging the
Madras High Court order
staying the passing of any
unannounced resolutions in
the meeting of the AIADMK
General and Executive coun-
cils concerning the issue of
single leadership of the
party. A vacation bench of
Justices Indira Banerjee and
JK Maheshwari said it would
hear the plea on July 6 sub-
ject to the clearance given
by Chief Justice NV Ramana.
Senior advocate CS
Vaidyanathan, appearing for
the EPS faction, mentioned
the matter for urgent listing,
saying that the High Court
division bench held an ex-
traordinary sitting past mid-
night and passed the order
at 4 am on June 23.

Journalists pitch for
organising legal aid 

For colleagues facing FIRs

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0044  ((PPTTII)):: Senior
journalists on Monday suggested
organising legal aid in different
cities for mediapersons who have
been a "target" of a "plethora of
FIRs" and "raids by the
Enforcement Directorate". The
suggestion was made at a meet-
ing organised by the Press Club
of India to discuss the challenges
faced by the media in the wake of
the arrest of Mohammed Zubair,
the co-founder of fact-checking
website Alt News, stopping
Pulitzer winner photojournalist
Sanaa Matoo from flying out of
the country and restrictions on
journalists on covering govern-
ment events. Speaking at the
event, veteran journalist T N
Ninan said holding meetings and
issuing statements are not
enough and there is a need for
different media associations --
print, television, digital and also
of varied persuasions -- to speak
in one voice.

IIT develops radiative cooling 
system which needs no electricity

In adrenal glands 

Tribal woman thrashed by 
villagers over suspected affair

Paraded after being made to carry husband on shoulders

ALTERNATIVE TO ACs

New Delhi, Jul 04 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has seized "undis-
closed" cash and jewellery
worth Rs 14 crore and de-
tected tax evasion of a "few
hundreds of crores" after
it recently raided a
Chhattisgarh-based group
engaged in coal trans-
portation and linked busi-
nesses, the CBDT said
Monday.

The searches were
launched on June 30 and
more than 30 locations in

Raipur, Bhilai, Raigarh,
Korba, Bilaspur and
Surajpur were covered,
apart from the premises of
the officer. The CBDT said
in a statement, without
identifying the group, that
the business entity in-
dulged in "unfair regular
collection on coal trans-
portation throughout the
state of Chhattisgarh lead-
ing to generation of huge
unaccounted income".

"Evidence of such collec-
tion of more than Rs 200
crore during a short time
period has been found. The
same has been corroborat-
ed by the key trusted asso-
ciates of the group," it said.

The statement added
that sleuths have found "in-
stances of certain cash
payments made to govern-
ment officials". The

Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) frames poli-
cy for the I-T department.
"A preliminary investiga-
tion of such incriminating
evidence gathered during
the search suggests that
the group has evaded in-
come tax running into a
few hundreds of crores,"
the statement said.

During the search, the
CBDT said, a large number
of property agreements
have been found, which re-
veal huge "undisclosed" in-
vestments made in acquisi-
tion of immovable proper-
ties that appear to be "be-
nami" in nature. "The
source of investment made
in acquisition of 50 acres
of immovable properties,
by the purported owners is
under further investiga-
tion," it said.

p In searches against
groups involved in
Coal transportation
and linked businesses

p IT raids in more than 30
premises in Ch'garh

I-T detects tax evasion
worth hundreds of crores 

MoU signed to improve livelihood of STs, Adivasis 

Guwahati, Jul 04 (PTI): 

Bharat Rural
Livelihoods Foundation
(BRLF) on Monday said it
has joined hands with
Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) to improve
the employment opportu-
nities of ST and Adivasi
communities in two
Assam districts.

BRLF and BTC signed
an agreement to imple-
ment a project on improv-
ing the socio-economic
condition of some specific
communities in Bodoland,
the society under the
Union Ministry of Rural
Development said in a
statement.

According to the MoU,
the 'Transforming the
Lives of Bodoland Tribes'

project will cover 40,000
households belonging to
the tribal and the Adivasi
communities in two
blocks of Baksa and an-
other two blocks of
Udalguri districts over
four years.

The project aims at in-
creasing the income levels
through livelihood devel-
opment initiatives like im-
provement in land and
water conditions with a
rise in agriculture and off-
farm activities of the
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
and Adivasis of Bodoland.

It will also focus on en-
hancing the education lev-
els of children through
improved retention levels
in schools and quality
learning, better gover-
nance of local bodies, and
enhanced capacities of
community centres.

Speaking on the devel-

opment, BRLF chief exec-
utive officer Pramathesh
Ambasta said, "This proj-
ect envisages that civil so-
ciety organisations
(CSOs) will provide facili-
tation support to the
Gram Panchayats and
front-line government
functionaries."

While the BRLF would
contribute to the CSO fa-
cilitation support and ca-
pacity-building cost, phys-
ical work and input sup-
port to the targeted house-
holds would be carried out
by leveraging financial re-
sources from government
flagship schemes like
MGNREGA and other line
departments working
under BTC, he said.

"A Project Steering
Committee (PSC) would
be set up by the
Government of BTC,
chaired by the Principal

Secretary BTC for the
project. BRLF and CSOs
would be represented on
the PSC. For programmat-
ic costs, the BTC govern-
ment would commit finan-
cial resources," the state-
ment said.

BTC chief executive
member Pramod Boro
said the project is aimed at
improving the lives and
livelihoods of the tribal
and other communities of
Bodoland Territorial
Region (BTR) by increas-
ing their income levels.

The project will work to
encourage communities
to increase their income
through agricultural pro-
ductivity, creation of
water resources, irriga-
tion infrastructure, live-
stock productivity, and
other off-farm activities
such as the promotion of
handlooms, he added.

p In Assam districts


