
ED summon
MMuummbbaaii:: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has summoned for-
mer Mumbai police com-
missioner Sanjay Pandey
on July 5 in connection
with a money laundering
case, an official from the
Central agency said on
Sunday. The summons
were sent on Saturday to
Pandey, who retired from
the police force on June
30, the ED official added.

Murder
AAggrraa:: The bodies of a 70-
year-old man and his wife
were found with injury
marks at their house in
Uttar Pradesh’s Agra dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. The family members
have alleged that the sus-
pects entered the house
with an intention of loot-
ing the couple as cash
and jewellery worth lakhs
of rupees were missing.

Mishap
KKoottaa::  A deputy general
manager at the Lalitpur
power plant, who was en
route to Rajasthan from
Uttar Pradesh to meet his
daughters, was killed
after his car overturned
on National Highway-27,
police said on Sunday.
Satish Kumar Sharma
(42), a native of Deoria in
Uttar Pradesh, was driv-
ing to Kota, where his
daughters are preparing
for NEET-UG, when his
car rammed into a divider
near Jamuniya Khaal. 

Police firing 
SSiillcchhaarr::  Two persons,
accused of various
crimes, were killed in
police firing while
allegedly trying to escape
custody in Assam’s
Cachar district, a top
police officer said on
Sunday. One of the two
featured in the list of
most-wanted persons’ in
the district for his pur-
ported involvement in
extortion, kidnapping,
dacoity and vehicle-lifting
cases, Cachar
Superintendent of Police
Ramandeep Kaur said.

Arrest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Three men
were arrested from
Rajasthan for allegedly
duping people on the pre-
text of providing them
jobs in private airlines,
police said on Sunday.
The accused were identi-
fied as Jagmohan Sharma
(34), Abhishek Verma
(32) and Purkha Ram
(24), all residents of
Rajasthan, they said,
adding that the fraud-
sters would post fake job
advertisements on social
media platforms.

Factory fire
JJaaiippuurr::  A fire broke out in
a chemical factory in a
densely populated area in
Jaipur on Sunday, but it
was put out with the help
of 15 fire tenders before
it could reach a LPG
cylinder godown close by,
officials said. 

TOURISTS AT TAJ

Tourists visit the Taj Mahal on a hot and humid day, in Agra, Sunday.
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BRIEF

A sadhu with monkeys waits
outside a base camp of

Amarnath Yatra, at Bhagwati
Nagar in Jammu, Sunday.
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Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Giving a clarion call to
BJP workers to make
India “shreshtha” (great),
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted on Sunday
that the party’s goal
should be “fulfilment of
all” as against the opposi-
tion’s politics of appease-
ment.

Addressing the BJP na-
tional executive meeting
here, Prime Minister Modi
also said the country was
fed up with dynastic poli-
tics and dynastic political
parties and added that it
would be difficult for such
parties to survive long. At
a press conference, senior
party leader Ravi Shankar
Prasad referred to various
points raised by the prime
minister in his speech. He
outlined the evolution of
the BJP and explained
“the duty we owe to the

country and its people”.
Referring to Hyderabad as

“Bhagyanagar”, Modi said
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
laid the foundation of “Ek
Bharat” (United India) by
integrating the region into
the Union and it is the
BJP’s historical obligation
to build ‘Shreshtha
Bharat’.

Without naming any-
one, Modi said the parties
which ruled India for long
are in terminal decline
now. “We should not mock
them but learn from their
mistakes,” Prasad quoted
Modi as having told the
gathering. The prime min-
ister also hit back at oppo-
sition parties for question-
ing the BJP’s democratic
credentials and asked
what is the status of
democracy within their
organisations.

Modi asked BJP work-
ers to undertake a ‘Sneh
Yatra’ and reach out to all
sections of society.

Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Asserting that the next
30 to 40 years will be the
era of the BJP which will
make India a “vishwa
guru” (world leader), its
senior leader Amit Shah
said on Sunday the party
will end “family rule” in
Telangana and West
Bengal and also form gov-
ernments in states where
power has so far remained
out of its reach.

In his address at the BJP
national executive meet-
ing while proposing politi-
cal resolution, the Union
home minister called for
ending the politics of dy-
nasty, casteism and ap-
peasement and cited the
party’s win in a string of
recent polls as an endorse-
ment of its “politics of de-
velopment and perform-
ance”. He identified south-
ern India as the region for
its next round of growth,
and said the opposition
had become disjointed and

dispirited with members
of the Congress fighting
for democracy within
their organisation as its
ruling family clung to its
position. He also hailed as
“historic” the recent
Supreme Court verdict
dismissing a plea challeng-
ing the Special
Investigation Team’s (SIT)
clean chit to 64 people, in-
cluding then chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi, in the
2002 Gujarat riots case.
The court had also come
down hard on the petition-
ers. The apex court has ex-
posed opposition parties, a
section of media and some
NGOs for their conspiracy
to defame Modi, he said.

The BJP leader said
Modi received insults,
maintained silence while
facing the SIT and kept his
faith in the Constitution
while contrasting this
with the Congress’ at-
tempt to spread “anarchy”
after its leader Rahul
Gandhi was summoned by

the Enforcement
Directorate in the
National Herald case. The
opposition party had
launched nationwide
protests, blaming the rul-
ing party’s vendetta for the
probe against its top func-
tionaries. Briefing re-
porters on Shah’s speech,
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said Modi never did the
kind of “drama” that
Gandhi has done while
facing a lawful investiga-
tion. The home minister
said Modi drank all the
poison thrown at him like
Lord Shiva and faced the
probe. Sarma parried
queries on whether the
killing of Udaipur tailor
Kanhaiya Lal, who was
hacked to death by two
Islamic fanatics, or the
row involving suspended
BJP member Nupur
Sharma over her objec-
tionable remarks against
Prophet Mohammad was
part of deliberations at the

national executive meet,
but added that specific in-
cidents are generally not
discussed at such a con-
clave where the focus is on
“macro” issues.

He, though, alleged that
had the Congress not start-
ed politics of appease-
ment, incidents like
Udaipur killing might not
have happened. The home
minister in his address
called for ending “dynastic
politics, casteism and poli-
tics of appeasement” and
termed them “greatest
sins” and the reason be-
hind the country’s suffer-
ings over the years.
Communalism and funda-
mentalism are products of
appeasement, Sarma said.

The home minister in
his nearly hour-long
speech cited the BJP’s win
in a series of polls to as-
sert that it underlined peo-
ple’s approval of the
party’s “politics of devel-
opment and perform-
ance”.

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Rahul Narvekar of the
BJP was on Sunday elect-
ed Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly
during the first day of its
special session.

Narvekar, who polled
164 votes, defeated Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
candidate Rajan Salvi,
who got 107 votes.

The Speaker’s post was
lying vacant since
February last year after
Nana Patole of the
Congress resigned.
Narvekar (45) is the
youngest ever Assembly

Speaker in the country,
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said.
His father-in-law Ramraje
Naik of NCP is the chair-

person of the Legislative
Council. The two-day spe-
cial session of the 288-
member House got under-
way in the Vidhan Bhavan

in south Mumbai at 11 am
on Sunday. The Eknath
Shinde-led government
will face a floor test in the
Assembly on Monday.

The Assembly has one
vacancy due to the death
of Sena’s Ramesh Latke.

NCP legislator Narhari
Zirwal could not vote as he
is the deputy speaker.

After the vote count,
Zirwal said, Some Shiv
Sena MLAs voted against
the party whip. Its record-
ing should be verified and
necessary action should be
taken against them.

Out of the 287 legisla-
tors, 271 voted, while three
MLAs - Rais Shaikh, Abu
Azmi (both of the
Samajwadi Party) and
Shah Farukh (AIMIM) -
abstained from voting.

Jashpur, Jul 03: 

A wild elephant killed a
25-year-old man and de-
stroyed two houses in a
village in  Jashpur dis-
trict, forest officials said
on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Khari Jhirirya village in
Kunkuri area, they said.

The jumbo entered the
village and destroyed two
houses before moving to-
wards the house of the
victim, identified as Anuj
Tigga.

On hearing the noise,
Tigga and his two broth-
ers came out of home and
found the elephant busy
eating jackfruit in their
premises,” an official here
said. All of a sudden, the
jumbo charged towards
them, caught hold of

Tigga with its trunk and
trampled him to death.
His brothers managed to
escape from the spot, the
official said.

After being alerted, for-
est and police personnel
rushed to the spot and
sent the body for post-
mortem.

The family of the de-
ceased was provided an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000. The remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be given after
completion of the neces-

sary formalities, the offi-
cial said. Jashpur shares
border with neighbouring
Odisha and Jharkhand
and the dense forest at this
tri-junction is a prime
habitat for elephants.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in northern parts of
Chhattisgarh have been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade.
The menace has further
spread its footprint in
some districts of the
state’s central region in
the last few years.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):
India’s Tejas light combat
aircraft has emerged as the
top choice for Malaysia as
the Southeast Asian nation
looks at replacing its age-
ing fleet of fighter jets and
the two sides are holding
negotiations to firm up the
procurement. Malaysia
has narrowed down on the
Indian aircraft notwith-
standing the stiff competi-
tion from China’s JF-17 jet,
South Korea’s FA-50 and

Russia’s Mig-35 as well as
Yak-130, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited, R Madhavan, told
PTI in an interview. As
part of the package, India
has offered to set up an
MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) fa-
cility in Malaysia for its
Russian-origin Su-30 fight-
er fleet as it is facing diffi-
culties in procuring spares
for the aircraft from

Russia in view of western
sanctions against Moscow.
“I am very confident about
it unless some political
shift takes place,”
Madhavan said when
asked whether the deal
would be closed soon. The
top executive of the state-
run aerospace behemoth
said if the deal is sealed, it
will give a “very good sig-
nal” to other prospective
buyers of the aircraft and
boost its overall export po-
tential. “It (the negotia-
tion) is almost in the final
stages. We are the only
country which is offering
them the support for their
Su-30 aircraft as other than
Russia, we are the only one
who can support them to
the extent that they re-
quire for the Sukhoi fleet,”
Madhavan said.

Amravati, Jul 03 (PTI):

A court here on Sunday
remanded Irfan Khan, the
alleged mastermind of
Amravati-based chemist
Umesh Kolhe’s murder, in
police custody till July 7,
even as the police are now
conducting an investiga-
tion into the bank ac-
counts of an NGO, of
which the accused is a di-
rector, a senior official
said on Sunday.

Sheikh Irfan Shaikh
Rahim alias Irfan Khan
(35), a resident of
Amravati city in eastern
Maharashtra, was arrest-
ed from Nagpur on

Saturday in connection
with the killing of Kolhe,
who ran a veterinary med-
ical shop here. He is the
seventh accused to be ar-
rested in the case.

“Khan is the director of
a voluntary organisation-
‘Rahbar’ and police have
started investigating its

bank accounts now,” the
official said.

There were similarities
between the murders of
Kolhe and of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur city,
as both the victims had
posted messages on social
media supporting Nupur

Sharma, who has been
suspended by the BJP for
making controversial
comments about Prophet
Mohammad, he said.

Earlier, the Union Home
Ministry spokesperson
had tweeted that the probe
into the Amravati case
has been handed over to
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). However,
Amravati police commis-
sioner Dr Arti Singh on
Sunday said the central
agency is yet to formally
take over the probe as the
police department has so
far not received orders
about the transfer of the
investigation into the
case.

The NIA is also probing
the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal.

Jammu, Jul 03 (PTI): A
political slugfest erupted
between the BJP and the
Congress in Jammu and
Kashmir after a top
Lashker-e-Taiba terrorist,
overpowered by locals and
handed over to the police,
was reported to be an ac-
tive member of the saffron
party who was recently se-
lected as its IT and social
media cell in charge of the
minority morcha in
Jammu province. As the
news about villagers over-
powering Talib Hussain
Shah and handing him
and his associate Faisal
Ahmad Dar to the police
surfaced, purported pic-
tures of Shah with JK BJP
chief Ravinder Raina and
his participation in party
functions emerged on so-

cial media. The pictures
included the one where
Raina was presenting him
a bouquet and a letter is-
sued by party leader
Sheikh Bashir, assigning
him the responsibility of
new IT and social media
incharge of Minority
Morcha (Jammu province)
on May 9.While Raina dis-
missed the presence of
Shah in his party as a
“conspiracy hatched by
Pakistan to target him and
the party headquarters”,
Pradesh Congress
Committee chief
spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma said the ruling
party should answer to the
nation the alleged pres-
ence of terrorists in their
ranks and holding impor-
tant party positions.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Digital and social media
need to be mandatorily
regulated in the country to
preserve the rule of law
under the Constitution,
Supreme Court Judge
Justice J B Pardiwala said
on Sunday, terming as dan-
gerous the crossing of
Lakshman rekha’ on these
platforms for person-
alised, agenda-driven at-
tacks” on the judges.

The remarks by Justice
Pardiwala at an event here
come amid an uproar by a
section over the strong
oral observations of a va-
cation bench, in which he
was a member, against
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma for her
controversial comments

against Prophet
Mohammed. The apex
court had said that her
“loose tongue” has “set the
entire country on fire” and
she should apologise.

The observations of the
bench, which had also re-
fused to club the FIRs
lodged against Sharma
across the country, sparked
a debate, including on digi-
tal and social media plat-
forms, leading to some un-
charitable comments
against the judges also.

PM TO BJP LEADERS

Take India from 
‘appeasement to fulfilment’

Amit Shah At Party Meet

‘Trying to bring 
positive change 
to every Indian’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre has been try-
ing to bring positive change in
every Indian’s life and make peo-
ple’s life easier during the past
eight years. Addressing a mas-
sive public meeting titled ‘Vijay
Sankalp Sabha’ at Parade
Grounds here, he said the people
of Telangana yearn for a ‘double
engine growth’ and asserted this
will be fulfilled when the BJP
comes to power in the state.

‘Next 30-40 years will be era of BJP’

1ST DAY OF SPECIAL MAHA ASSLY SESSION

Shinde camp wins Speaker election 

Newly-elected Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narvekar being presented a bouquet by Maharashtra
CM Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis
after the special session of Maharashtra Assembly, at
Vidhan Bhavan in Mumbai, Sunday.

 BJP’s Rahul
Narvekar elected
Speaker

Wild tusker kills man, damages 2 houses 
About the incident
The jumbo entered the village and destroyed two houses before
moving towards the house of the victim, identified as Anuj
Tigga. On hearing the noise, Tigga and his two brothers came
out of home and found the elephant busy eating jackfruit in
their premises.All of a sudden, the jumbo charged towards
them, caught hold of Tigga with its trunk and trampled him to
death. His brothers managed to escape from the spot.

SC judge who heard Nupur’s
plea slams ‘personal attacks’

Justice J B Pardiwala 

AMRAVATI CHEMIST MURDER CASE

Victim and muder spot.

‘Mastermind’ gets police custody till Jul 07
 Cops probe his

NGO’s bank accounts

Cong, BJP in war of words

Tejas aircraft emerges as Malaysia’s
top choice for its new fighter jet prog
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After arrested LeT terrorist linked to saffron party
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LAYING OF TRACKS

The work for laying of railway tracks in Naya Raipur is in full swing these days.

Child folk singer lends her voice in Hindi Album 
Raipur, Jul 04:
Chhattisgarh’s folk singer
little Ojaswi Sahu (Aaru),
who is ruling millions of
hearts with the magic of
her melodious voice, is
now ready to make a
splash in Hindi songs too.
The first Hindi song of
Aaru Sahu, a resident of
the Dhamtari district, was
launched on Sunday.
Aaru’s mother Poornima
Sahu said that the Aaru
has lend her voice in Hindi
album “Lele Talasi”. On
this occasion, Mohan
Sundrani of
Chhattisgarhi films, the
National Award winning
film Bhulan - The Maze’s
producer and director
Manoj Verma and social
worker Ravindra Singh,
Mona Sen were present at

Manohar Jeevan Kalyan
Old Age Home, Davda
Colony, Raipur. Aaru was
appointed the brand am-
bassador of National Lok
Artiste Manch in the
year 2020. She was only

11 years old at that time.
Little Aaru Sahu has
been honored by many
institutions including
Governor, Chief Minister
at such an young age.

Aaru Sahu has sung

many Chhattisgarhi
songs like Sua Bolat He...,
Suva Le Sandesh..., Raut
Nacha..., Rakhi Ke
Tihar..., Gauri Ke Lal...,
Dai Ke Surta.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel appreciated the
melodious singing of lit-
tle folk singer Aaru Sahu
during the Govardhan
Puja at his residence in
the year 2021. A beautiful
presentation of Raja,
Chana Ke Dar Rani has
been given. The Chief
Minister said that Aaru
has revived the memory
of old forgotten
Chhattisgarhi songs by
mentioning the elegance
of Chhattisgarhi songs
and the melodiousness of
language at a young age.

RPF organizes bullet rally
and plantation

Raipur, Jul 03: RPF
Raipur Division as part of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
programme organized
plantation and bullet rally.
Following the directions of
RPF Director General
Sanjay Chander Railway
Board New Delhi and
Principal Chief Security
Commissioner Bilaspur A
N Sinha and in presence of
DRM Raipur as chief guest
and under the chairman-
ship of Divisional Security
Commissioner Raipur
Sanjay Kumar Gupta,
plantation programme

was initiated in DRM of-
fice premises and was fol-
lowed by bullet rally.

It was attended by
branch officers of the
Divisional Office, RPF

Inspector Sushil Yadav,
Settlement Post Inspector
Ajay Kumar and staff.
They all took part in the
plantation programme be-
fore bullet rally.

DRM congratulates
Santoshi Manjhi 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: Senior
National Power Lifting
Championship organized
recently in Mangalore
(TN) witnessed participa-
tion of SECR Sports
Association Power Lifter
Santosh Manjhi and giv-
ing an excellent perform-
ance in 180 kg bench press,
85 kg dead lift 180 kg, with
total lift of 445 kg bagged
bronze medal. In the state

level power lifting cham-
pionship organized at
Bilaspur, Santosh Manjhi
with a lift of 357.5 kg
bagged ‘Strong Woman of
Chhattisgarh 2022’
award. She earned lau-
rels for SECR Raipur
Division. For her achieve-
ment she was congratu-
lated by DRM Raipur
Shyam Sunder Gupta,
Divisional Sports Officer
Sunil Kumar, Divisional
Sports Secretary Swarna
Singh Kalsi, Power
Lifting Coach B
Rajshekhar Rao and oth-
ers.

Despite the ban, plastic is being sold
indiscriminately in the market

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: On the
orders of the central gov-
ernment, the use of sin-
gle use plastic has been
completely banned, but
has shown no impact on
the first day in the local
here market. The situa-
tion was that in the name
of ban, many business-
men were let off with a
fine of Rs.

The single use plastic
is being used by the shop-
keepers Golebazar,
Shastribazar, Shri
Banjari Road market and
other market despite the
ban. On the other hand, it
was also seen that the
Municipal Corporation
officials and employees
team is imposing a fine of
only Rs 100 here, while in

other states of the coun-
try, a fine of up to 10 thou-
sand is being imposed.
The Municipal
Corporation imposed a
fine of only Rs 100 each
on five different shop-
keepers.

Corporation officials
and employees are only
claiming to take strict ac-

tion on the use of single
use plastic.

Earlier, the Municipal
Corporation had given
instructions for intensive
investigation in 70 wards
as well as action against
those found selling sin-
gle-use plastic despite the
ban.

The Municipal

Corporation, in collabo-
ration with the
Swachhata Didis of
Women Self Help
Groups, has started an
investigation campaign
against single use plastic
in the markets. In the
presence of NULM
Raipur City Mission
Manager Seema
Chaturvedani, Sarita
Sinha under the leader-
ship of Assistant Health
Officer Dr. Tripti
Panigrahi, a surprise in-
spection was conducted
in Lakhenagar main
road and shops at Shastri
Bazaar. During this, the
banned polythene was
seized and recovered a
fine of Rs. 100.

The shopkeepers were
warned not to use the
banned polythene again.

CM visited ‘Devgudi’ in village Pondi 
Baikunthpur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on

Sunday commenced
his meet and greet pro-
gramme by visiting
‘Devgudi’ at village
Pondi in Baikunthpur
A s s e m b l y
Constituency of
Koriya district. He
prayed for the happi-

ness, prosperity and well-being of the state by offer-
ing prayers at ‘Devgudi’. On this occasion, a local
dance troupe presented a service song on the beat of
‘Mandar’ and ‘Nagada’. They expressed their grati-
tude to Chief Minister for the development of
‘Devgudis’. Parliamentary Secretary Mrs. Ambika
Singh Deo was also present on the occasion.

CM accorded warm welcome 
on reaching Pondi 

Baikunthpur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
reached village Pondi
falling under
Baikunthpur Assembly
Constituency of Koriya
district as a part of his
meet and greet pro-
gramme. A large num-
ber of people reached the
helipad to give a warm
welcome to the Chief
Minister. Parliamentary
Secretary Mrs. Ambika
Singh Deo was also present on the occasion.

Soon after Baghel stepped down from the helicop-
ter, a young lad Sameer, wearing a face mask and T-
shirt with Chief Minister’s picture in it welcomed
Baghel at village Pondi. The Chief Minister asked the
boy his name and came out of the helipad with him.
Annapurna Singh, a member of the Jampara silk
women’s group, presented a mulberry kosa garland
made by the group members using tussar threads to
the Chief Minister. These women have prepared this
beautiful garland in just three days to celebrate the
arrival of the Chief Minister in Baikunthpur. The
members of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club Pondi welcomed
the Chief Minister with traditional ‘Khumri’ and raw
cotton garlands.

People witnessed CM’s 
fondness for children again

Baikunthpur: Wherever the Chief Minister visits
in the Bhent Mulaqat Programme, he gets mingled
with children. Whether it is Swami Atmanand School

or Janchaupal, children are al-
ways excited to have the Chief
Minister near them, wanting to
talk and click selfies with him.
The Chief Minister not only ful-
fills the innocent requests of
children everywhere, but also
participates in their games and
mischiefs. People got an oppor-
tunity to witness such an inci-
dent in Pondi’s Primary Health
Center. The Chief Minister had
visited to supervise the facili-

ties in the health center. However, he came across a
child Garima in the arms of a staff nurse Unita
Singh. The Chief Minister approached little Garima
and then took her in his arms. He showered her with
a lot of love and affection.

The Chief Minister asked Unita about Garima’s
age. Unita replied that Garima was 7 months old.
Usually, children of that age cry after being separated
from their mother’s embrace. Little Garima, however,
showed no  difficulty in being held by the Chief
Minister like he was someone familiar. When Garima
playfully stuck out her tongue, then the Chief
Minister couldn’t stop himself from mimicking her.
He stuck out his tongue and participated in Garima’s
mischief. While playing with Garima, the Chief
Minister asked Garima - “What will you become after
you grow up?” He said - “She will become a doctor.”

The childlike attitude of the Chief Minister won
many  hearts and put a smile on the face of everyone
present there. The Chief Minister gave his best wish-
es to Unita for her daughter’s bright future and
praised her for doing her duty while caring for her
child.

CM had lunch at house of 
tribal farmer in Patna

Raipur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel reached vil-
lage Patna as a part of his meet and greet programme
on Sunday. Baghel stopped at the house of tribal
farmer Anirudh Pratap Singh, a village resident to
have lunch. His mother Radhadevi and family mem-
bers warmly welcomed Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel by applying akshat tilak on his forehead. The
food was served in a traditional way in ‘Dona-Pattal’
made of ‘Sarai Paan’. Chhattisgarhiya dishes includ-
ing Munga Bhaji, Sarson Bhaji, Lakda Chutney, Urad
Vada, Pua, Idhar, Chausela and Patal Chutney were
served on the plate of the Chief Minister.

Expressing her happiness on the arrival of Chief
Minister, Radhadevi said “We are feeling over-
whelmed to have Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
as our guest.” On this occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel interacted with the family members
and inquired about their well-being besides present-
ing gifts to all.

CM’s Bhent-Mulaquat news in brief

p For becoming
‘strong woman’

As part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav 

Bilaspur, Jul 03: Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been es-
tablished in Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University)
from the academic ses-
sion 2022-23. For smooth
conduct of admission
procedures in Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence, the following
admission committee is
constituted comprising
of Dr. T.R. Ratrey, from
Department of
Economics; Dr. Manoj
Kumar, Department of
Pharmacy; Dr. Prasenjit
Panda, Department of

English and Foreign
Language; Dr. Alka
Ekka, Department of
Biotechnology; Dr.
Abhishek Patel,
Department of
Computer Science and
Information Technology;
Dr. Ramesh Kumar
Gohe, Department of
Hindi.

The committee consti-
tuted as above will take
necessary action regard-
ing the admission proce-
dures of DAAC and con-
duct of entrance exami-
nation. This order has
been issued by the
Academic Section on
June 27, 2022.

Formation of DAEC
Committee in CU

Raipur, Jul 03: A delega-
tion of office bearers and
players of Power Lifting

and Body-Building
Association (PLBBA) paid
courtesy call on the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
here on Friday. The office
bearers and players of
power lifting and body
building under leadership
of the General Secretary
of Association Krishna
Sahu expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister
for the motivation and as-
sistance given to them by
the Chief Minister.

Among the players who
met CM Baghel included
Mamta Rajak and D
Bhavika who have recent-

ly won silver medal in the
Asian Power Lifting
Championship organized
in Coimbatore in Tamil
Nadu. Along with these
two, Santoshi Manjhi and
Mamta Rajak felicitated
with Saheed Rajiv Pandey
and Gundudhar award
also met CM and both
have won the title of
‘Strong Woman of
Ch’garh’ in the champi-
onship organized in
Bilaspur recently.

CM extended greetings
to all the players for their
achievements and moti-
vated them to perform
even better in the future

championship and compe-
titions.

General Secy. of
Association Krishna Sahu
has being a well-known
power lifter and body
–builder. He has won
‘Gududhar Award, ‘Veer
Hanuman Singh
Samman’, ‘Viram Award’
and others. He has won
the title of ‘Mr India’ in
1990 and Strong Man of
India as well.

On this occasion Asran
Ali Khan, Lucky Kumari,
Neelam Phutan, Deepali
Soni and other players
and office bearers of the
Association were present.

Lt. Col. Kapil
Dev Pandey

Bhilai, Jul 03: Lt. Col.
Kapil Dev Pandey, R/o

Delhi and
positioned
i n
Manipur,
breathed
his last
after a

major landslide at
Railway construction
site in Tupul in Noney
District of Manipur.
His body was recovered
at the site on Sunday.
He was S/o Kusum
Pandey and brother of
Bhawana Pandey,
(Bureau Chief Central
Chronicle and
President New Press
Club, Bhilai), (R/o
Bhilai) and husband of
Lt. Col. (Dr.) Chhavi
Pandey (Delhi).

OBITUARY

PLBBA players, office bearers meet CM

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03:
Applications are invited
from highly research ori-
ented candidates for a
purely temporary JRF
position in Research
Project No.
58/33/2020/PHA/BMS
sponsored by ICMR, New
Delhi under Principal
Investigator, Dr. Harish
Rajak, for research
through Higher Research
Mode at Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University).
Applications are invited
from the candidates on
plain paper with detailed
CV titled- “Anticancer
Evaluation of Novel
Hydroxamic Acid as
Histone Deacetylase
Inhibitors”. The essen-
tial qualification for it
are- M.Pharm with mini-
mum 60% marks or
equivalent CGPA and the
project duration - up to

March 2024. The candi-
date will be paid honorar-
ium – 31,000/- p.m. JRF
will also be entitled to get
9 percent HRA. (HRA is
admissible if the accom-
modation is outside the
premises)

Interested candidates
who fulfill the above con-
ditions may send the ap-
plication along with the
CV to the e-mail id har-
ishdops@yahoo.co.in. Or
they may send the appli-
cation in hard copy (men-
tioning the name of the
post and project number
on top of the envelope) to
the postal address within
15 days from the date of
uploading of this adver-
tisement on the
University website. For
more details visit the uni-
versity website.

The date of interview
for the selected candi-
dates will be intimated to
the candidates through
phone/email.

Application invited
for JRF in Pharmacy 

At CU under ICMR Research Project
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LIGHT DRIZZLE

People enjoyed Sunday amidst light drizzle in intervals throughout the day making it a pleasant weather.

CM’s questions in Ch’garhi and student’s answered in English

Baikunthpur, Jul 03:
The Chief Minister was in
conversation with the
school students during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Programme held in
Baikunthpur Vidhan
Sabha’s Pondi village. The
Chief Minister asked
Satakshi Verma, a student
of Mahalpara
Baikunthpur’s Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, whether

she understands
Chhattisgarhi. When she
said yes, the Chief
Minister asked her to an-
swer in English to his
questions in
Chhattisgarhi. Satakshi
answered every
Chhattisgarhi question of
the Chief Minister in
English.

The Chief Minister
praised Satakshi for her

confidence and knowl-
edge. He said that the aim
of his Government behind
opening Swami Atmanand
schools is that every stu-
dent receives proper edu-
cation and is able to speak
flawless English like
Satakshi. The Chief
Minister asked Satakshi
whether it will be benefi-
cial to open Swami
Atmanand English School

her as well. When
Satakshi answered in the
affirmative, he announced
the opening of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in Pindi.

During the event, the fe-
male students of
Atmanand School were
holding a banner that read
“Thanks Kaka. I feel

proud to be a creative
member of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School. The stu-
dents conveyed the mes-
sage that they are also re-
ceiving technical knowl-
edge alongside education
in their school which is en-
hancing their learning ca-
pacity.

Accused cheating with
fake cheques arrested

Dantewada, Jul 03: The
Delhi police has arrested
the thug who used to cheat
people handing over to
them fake cheques. The
accused had cheated
many with total amount
of around Rs 25 lakh.

As per information in

this regard,
this thug had
done cheating
with around
7-8 traders of
D a n t ew a d a
and Geedam
for an

amount worth Rs 50
lakh. Apart from this
the police is also sus-
pecting him of cheating
many of lakhs in Bihar.
The name of the ac-
cused is Rajesh
Choudhary, who was
nabbed by Delhi police
from a house in Delhi.
The Geedam police is
also taking action
against the accused.

Youth snatches gold
chain from a woman 

Bilaspur, Jul 03: A woman
fell victim of chain-snatch-
ing as she was busy talking
to her child in Uslapur in
Bilaspur and two youth in a
motorcycle came and when
she bent forward, one of
the youth snatched the
chain worth a lakh. The
video of this entire inci-
dent has come forward and
the case is that of Sakri
Thana.

As per reports in this re-
gard, Namrata Pathak, R/o
Gondia, Maharashtra had
come to Janjgir-Champa
for a marriage. The mar-
riage of the son of her ma-
ternal uncle was on Sunday
in Geeta Palace in Uslapur
area of Bilaspur. In this
programme Namrata had
also come. In the afternoon
the rituals of ‘barat’ were
in process and in-between
her daughter went out to
play. On this Namrata went
out to see her daughter and
while she was taking to her,
two youths came in a bike
and one of them got down
near her and other left to

make distance. Finding op-
portune moment, the youth
fully masked with a cloth
snatched the chain and ran
away. The woman in state of
shock just could not note
down the number and ran
inside to inform her col-
leagues, but it was too late
as the bikers ran away.

Woman informed police
it was 2 ‘tola’ gold chain
worth above Rs 1 lakh. This
entire incident got record-
ed in a CCTV camera near-
by and the police has filed a
case against unknown and
trying to find out clue
about the bike owner and
other details.

Union Minister Giriraj Singh arriving today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: Union
Minister of State for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Giriraj Singh
will arrive in
Chhattisgarh on Monday.
He will participate in
various programs of the
party in Korba for four
days. According to the
schedule, Union Minister
Singh will reach Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur at 2.45 pm on July
4. From here, he will
leave for  Korba  BJP dis-
trict office. On July 5, at

eight in the morning,
after visiting the Ram
Janaki temple,
Sitamarhi, he would at-
tend the meeting organ-
ized at the district office
from 10 am to 1.30 pm. At
the same time, from 3 pm
to 4 pm, will stay in the
Valmiki ashram. He will
visit the Gitanjali
Bhawan Old Bus Stand
Korba at 4:30 pm.

Similarly, on July 6, will
reach district panchayat
office, Korba. There,
from 10 am to 12 noon, in
the district panchayat
meeting hall, he will in-
teract with the benefici-
aries of various schemes
of the Government of
India. After this, there
will be a review meeting
with the district adminis-
tration there. He will
visit various develop-
ment sites of Korba in
the morning on  July 7th.
After attending the press
conference organized at
12:30 pm at Press Club
Tilak Nagar, Korba will
reach Raipur  at 5.30 pm
and leave for Delhi at 
8:20 pm.

Admit card issued for supplementary
exam, exams to start from today

Raipur, Jul 03: The admit
cards for the 10th-12th sup-
plementary examination of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education have
been issued. The exams are
starting from July 4th,
Monday. The admit card
was put on the website on
Saturday. Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education Prof.
VK Goyal has said, the can-
didates can download their
admit card from the board’s
website www.cgbse.nic.in.

To download the admit
card, the candidate has to
enter his/her roll number
or name and father’s name.
The supplementary exami-
nations of Chhattisgarh

Board of Secondary
Education are starting
from July 4. The 10th board
exams will be conducted
from July 4 to July 12. At
the same time, the 12th ex-
amination is to be held
from July 4 to July 16.
According to the examina-
tion schedule, the examina-
tions of both the classes
will be held in the morning
shift. For this the time has
been fixed from 9 am to

12.15 pm. The board has
charged Rs 200 for one sub-
ject and Rs 240 for two sub-
jects for this examination.
At the same time, for the
supplementary examina-
tion of more than two sub-
jects, a fee of Rs 460 was
fixed. Every year a large
number of examinees ap-
pear in the supplementary
examinations to improve
the marks scored in the
main examination.

The 10th-12th main ex-
amination of Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education started from
March 2-3. This exam con-
tinued till  March 23. The
board had released its re-
sults on  May 14. In this,
6.83 lakh candidates had ap-
peared. In the 10th exami-
nation, 74.23% students
passed, in which the per-

centage of girls was 78.84
and that of boys was 69.7.
79.30% of the candidates
were successful in the 12th
examination. In this, the
percentage of girls was
81.15 and that of boys was
77.03. Last time the tenth
examination was not held
due to corona infection.
The results were released
on the basis of assignment.
The 12th examination was
also given by the students
from home. Then answer
sheets and question papers
were distributed for the ex-
amination from the same
schools where the students
studied. After writing the
answer, the students sub-
mitted the copies to the re-
spective school itself. This
time the students had to go
to their centers and write
the paper.

Ch’garh Police to equip
drone in every district

Raipur, Jul 03: To moni-
tor the law and order situ-
ation in the state, prepara-
tions are being made to
equip all district police
forces with drones. These
drones will be used for sur-
veillance during various
movements including
dharna’s and crowds in
the markets during the fes-
tive season. For this, the
Police Headquarters has
started the process to pro-
cure 32 small drones.
According to police offi-
cials, the process of equip-
ping the state police with

state-of-the-art resources
is going on continuously.
In this series, efforts are
being made to procure
drones. As per the officials
the Chhattisgarh police
have drones facility only
in few districts. In some
districts, police take help
from private owners
whenever there is require-
ment, but there are many
districts of the state where
even private drones are
not available. In view of
this, efforts are being
made to provide at least
one drone to all the dis-

tricts. Along with giving
drones to the district po-
lice force, training will
also be given to operate it.
According to the officers
of the Police
Headquarters, a tender
had been issued earlier for
the purchase of drones.
Tenders had also called
earlier, but no one was eli-
gible, due to which the ten-
der had to be canceled.
Now the tender has been
floated again. Officials in-
formed police are using
drones in almost all the
states. Drones are proving
effective in handling law
and order, especially dur-
ing rush hour. Even dur-
ing the riots in several
cities of Uttar Pradesh last
month, the police used
drones to control stone
pelting and miscreants.

Cess will be imposed, if center
stops GST compensation: Singhdeo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: The14%
compensation model pre-
sented by the Central
Government to protect the
states from the revenue
loss due to the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) system
ended on June 30. Now the
state government is look-
ing for alternative way to
compensate for this loss.
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Commercial Taxes
Minister TS Singhdeo has
written a letter to the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
this issue. Singhdeo said
that  if the central govern-
ment does not find an al-
ternative way, then the
state government will
have to levy cess on the
goods.

State Health, Panchayat,
Rural Development and
Commercial Taxes
Minister TS Singhdeo
said, we have put two op-

tions in the letter to the
Union Finance Minister.
The first is that the GST
compensation to the states
and 14% of the protected
revenue should be contin-
ued for the next five years.
And second- the distribu-
tion of taxes between the
Center and the state,
which is currently in the
ratio of 50:50, should be di-
vided in the ratio of 80:20
or 70:30. This means that if
the central government is
not able to compensate the
loss to the states, then 70 to
80 percent of the taxes
should be given to the state
and the remaining 20 to 30
percent should be kept by
the center.

Singhdeo said that if

central government do not
support this module then
the states will suffer heavy
loss. They will also be de-
pendent on the central
government for the devel-
opment works and normal
functioning of their state.
State governments have al-
ready vested the power to
levy taxes in the GST
Council. In such a situa-
tion, the only option left is
that the government
should impose a cess on
the goods. This can be the
source of revenue for the
state. The disadvantage of
this would be that the
price of the same com-
modity would change in
different states.

Singhdeo said, in com-
parison to the revenue re-
ceived from VAT,
Chhattisgarh has lost rev-
enue of Rs.14,307 crore.
This is a huge loss for our
small state. Under GST,
Chhattisgarh suffered a
huge revenue loss of 2,786
crores in the financial
year 2018-19, 3,176 crores in
2019-20,

3,620 crores in 2020-21

and 4,127 crores in 2021-22.
TS Singhdeo said, the ef-
fort of the central govern-
ment is to bring petrol and
diesel under the ambit of
GST. This is the sector
where the state govern-
ment is levying GST. GST
is around 24%.

If this too goes to the
Centre, then we will have a
huge reduction in this rev-
enue as well, because a
large part will go to the
centre. This will not bene-
fit the consumers too
much, but the state will
suffer a great loss.
Minister TS Singhdeo
said, so far 16 states have
made a written demand to
restore the system of pro-
tected revenue. A letter
has been written on behalf
of these states to the GST
Council and the Union
Finance Minister.
Suggestions are also com-
ing from the states to
change the tax sharing
ratio. If the central gov-
ernment does not clear its
stand on this soon, then
other options will be dis-
cussed.

p Rs 140000 cr loss 
to the state

Police
Headquarters has
issued tender for
the purchase of 32
small drones

CM condoles demise 
of martyr Lt. Col. KD Pandey
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0033::  The Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel
offered rich tributes
to Lt. Col. KD
Pandey who got
martyred while on
duty in the massive
landslide in Manipur

three days back. Being a resident of
Bhilai, Nehru Nagar (East), Lt. Col.
Kapil Dev Pandey was leading the
company of Gorkha Rifles deployed
for safety of Raiway Project in Noni
district of Manipur. It was during
the work that he fall victim of the
landslide at the project site. CM
Baghel expressing condolences on
demise of martyr Lt. Col. KD
Pandey prayed for peace to the
departed soul and courage to the
family to bear the loss.

It is notable here that martyr Lt.
Col. KD Pandey’s mother Kusum
Pandey and sister Bhavana Pandey
(Bureau head and senior journalist
Central Chronicle, Bhilai) resides in
Bhilai and Kanchan Agrawal (sister)
and his wife Lt. Col. (Dr.) Chavi
Pandey and two sons resides in
Delhi. 

p Can be downloaded
from CGBSE website 

To stay in Korba for
four days

p While she was busy
talking to her daugh-
ter near a marriage
place in Uslapur

Wanted by Geedam
police as well

People are trusting
Atmanand schools
because of good
teachers and quali-
ty education

CM announced the
opening of new
English School after
asking the student

# Gram Panchayat of Patna
has recieved the status of
Nagar Panchayat.
# Atmanand English medium
schools will open in Patna
and Shivpur
# Branch of District Co-oper-
ative Central Bank to open in
Patna
# New electricity sub-station
will be set up in Village
Panchayat Budhar
#Approval of industrial area

will be given in Baikunthpur
# 20 bedded new Hospital
will be constructed in Shivpur 
# Electrification will be done
in Baikunthpur’s Silk Project
Center, Badgaon and
Urumduga.
# PG classes of Zoology,
Botany, Commerce,
Economics, Hindi will be
started in  Naveen
Government Girls College,
Baikunthpur.

Announcements made by CM in Pondi

CSSWH team bags Bronze medal

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0033:: Under the Civil
Services Competition, a hockey
competition was organized in
Bhopal from June 21 to June 30.
Chhattisgarh Civil Services
women’s hockey team also par-
ticipated in this and won the
Bronze medal by performing bet-
ter. On this success, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel and
Sports and Youth Welfare
Minister Umesh Patel have
appreciated and congratulated
the Civil Services Women’s
Hockey team of Chhattisgarh.

In the 16-member women’s
hockey team from Chhattisgarh
under the Civil Services compe-
tition, the youngest player was
of 24 years old and 55 years old
the oldest player. All the players
of the team of Chhattisgarh

faced the rival team with excel-
lent coordination. In the very
first minute of the semi-final
match, captain Anjum Rahman
opened her team’s account by
hitting the ball in the goal-post,
which boosted the confidence of
the entire team. In the match,
Tulsi Sahu scored four goals,
Monika Vairagde three goals,
Maya Yadav scored two goals,
Savita Chandrakar scored two
goals to take the team’s score to
12 goals. Players Bhavna Gupta,
Harsha Sahu, Chetna Dhruv,

Sanju Sahu, Suman Sharda, who
were playing the back and half
position of the team, did not
even gave a chance to the
Bhopal team to reach the goal-
post. Goalkeeper Shweta
Shinde’s defence was also excel-
lent with the team in the compe-
tition. It is worth noting that last
year also women’s hockey team
from Chhattisgarh had partici-
pated in this competition, in
which Chhattisgarh came fourth
out of 12 teams and won the fair
play award.

Ch’garh beat host
Bhopal team 12-0 in
hockey tournament

How an asteroid near-miss shocked the UN
Sergio Camacho-Lara

S purred by a near miss,
the world built an alert

system to detect asteroids
heading for Earth. But it's
not clear who would decide
what to do next. On the
morning of 15 February
2013 a research team in cen-
tral Europe was preparing
its final recommendations
to a United Nations subcom-
mittee on establishing an
international response
mechanism to prepare for
an asteroid impact on
Earth.

Driving the point home
would be a presentation
by US space agency NASA
showing asteroid 2012
DA14' would pass within
27,700 kilometres of Earth
that very afternoon closer
than the orbit of meteorol-
ogy and communications
satellites. But the point
would be well made before
NASA's presentation:

later that morning a dif-
ferent asteroid exploded
30 kilometres above
Chelyabinsk in Russia.
The shockwave knocked
down walls, blew out win-
dows and injured over
1,600 people. No one knew
the asteroid was coming.

The atmosphere protects
Earth from asteroids 30 me-
tres across or smaller most
of the time. The one that ex-
ploded over Chelyabinsk
was 14 metres to 17 metres
across. The asteroid's shal-
low entry angle and high
speed of 19 kilometres per
second relative to Earth al-
lowed it to skip through.

This asteroid's surprise
appearance is far from
unique. Asteroid 2015 HD1
was discovered by NASA's
Mt Lemmon Survey
Telescope on 18 April 2015,
three days before it made its
closest approach to Earth at
73,385 kilometres. If it had
been on track to hit Earth,

there would have been no
time for deflection or dis-
ruption. Those in the im-
pact zone could only have
prepared to manage the con-
sequences.

The chances of an aster-
oid striking Earth are very
low, but if it were to happen
the damage could be cata-
strophic. The consequences
would far surpass the death,
injury and material de-
struction likely to follow
any Earth-bound natural
disaster. But asteroid im-
pacts are the only disaster
the global community can
prevent if it has enough
warning.

The explosion above
Chelyabinsk was a definite
warning, and it was heeded.
The Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee of
the UN Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (UN COPUOS) ac-
cepted the research team's
recommendations, and in

December 2013 the UN
General Assembly wel-
comed them "with satisfac-
tion". An international re-
sponse mechanism was
soon established to forecast
asteroid impact.

The International
Asteroid Warning Network
(IAWN) was set up in
January 2014. The Minor
Planet Center, part of the
International Astronomical
Union, hosted the inaugural
meeting at the US Harvard
& Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

IAWN's membership in-
cludes 40 professional and
amateur observatories from
all over the world that have
signed a letter of intention
to participate in IAWN.
Each observatory covers its
own operational expenses.
Any astronomer, whether
part of IAWN or not, who
detects a new asteroid re-
ports it to the Minor Planet

Center, which makes a fast
but accurate calculation of
the probability the asteroid
will strike Earth.

The centre immediately
sends the report to NASA's
Center for Near Earth
Objects (NEOs) at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in
California and to the NEOs
research centre in Frascati,
Italy, where the chances of
an impact to Earth over the
next 100 years are calculat-
ed using different methods.
The results are compared
and placed on the bodies' re-
spective websites, and
IAWN is informed.

The Space Mission
Planning Advisory Group
(SMPAG) was established
in February 2014. Its main
purpose is to prepare for an
international response to a
NEO threat by exchanging
information, developing op-
tions for collaborative re-
search, and conducting
NEO threat-mitigation

planning activities. SMPAG
has prepared scenarios for
combinations of different-
size asteroids, various
areas of impact and other
parameters. If an asteroid
that may strike Earth were
to be detected, IAWN would
alert SMPAG and the UN
Office for Outer Space
Affairs (UNOOSA) and in-
form the news media.

The first practical step
each space agency would
take would be to prepare its
government to authorise
any necessary action. It is
here that SMPAG's scenar-
ios could save crucial time.
Prior calculations about an
approximate match to the
incoming asteroid could
save two to three years in
selecting the deflection or
disruption to be carried
out. At the same time, UN-
OOSA would inform all
governments to facilitate
coordination of an interna-
tional response.

The technical aspects of
an international response
to the threat of an asteroid
impact are well coordinated
between the astronomical
observatories of IAWN that
search for and characterise
asteroids and the space
agencies of SMPAG that
could deflect or disrupt
them. The gaps in Earth's
planetary defence lie in the
decision-making process.

Authorisation from the
governments in the impact
zone and the governments
whose space agencies can
carry out the missions is
needed before a deflection
mission can launch. The
fate of the planet may rest
on the decision, which may
need to be made quickly. But
as any mission always has a
chance of failure, this will
be a political, economic and
humanitarian decision and
it may take time. No clear
hierarchy or decision-mak-
ing process so far exists.

Disparate groups and na-
tions are likely to be in-
volved, so a clearly defined
process may never exist.

Both IAWN and SMPAG
present yearly briefings on
their work to the Scientific
and Technical
Subcommittee of COPU-
OS, increasing policymak-
er awareness of the issues
involved in making a deci-
sion as well as the knowl-
edge base of their own sci-
entists. One of the largest
UN committees, COPUOS
and its subcommittees had
100 member states as at
December 2021. In 2029 the
asteroid Apophis will pass
within 31,600 kilometres of
Earth. For this asteroid,
humankind is prepared.
Its trajectory is clear, it has
been mapped and it has
been assessed to have neg-
ligible risk of impact. It's
the ones Earth hasn't spot-
ted that remain to be pre-
pared for.

Does your job offer you 
a Hybrid Workplace

D ue to shifting de-
mands on both em-

ployees and employers
since the start of the pan-
demic, the significance of
employee engagement has
increased dramatically.
Organisations have under-
stood they must develop em-
ployee engagement tools
and procedures in accor-
dance with this growth be-
cause the hybrid work para-
digm has become standard
across many large firms.
Organisations in a variety
of industries are aware of
the benefits that employee
engagement can provide, in-
cluding access to better tal-
ent and employee retention.
Although they may have
various ends in mind, they
all end up there. Work
Engagement & Hybrid
Workplace Report 2022 by
Leena AI, an innovative
technology solution revolu-
tionising the employee ex-
perience, was just pub-
lished. The bi-annual re-
search provides insight into
employee engagement at
more than 250 businesses
throughout the world, in-
cluding those in India and
the US.

Annual surveys: still
the norm!

Although yearly surveys
of employee engagement
have long been the norm for
firms, half of the respon-
dents to the report predict-
ed a rise in the frequency of
such surveys. Only 8 per-
cent of firms said they con-
ducted employee engage-
ment surveys on a monthly
basis, whereas 25 percent
said they did so. In the
workplace, where shorter
and more regular pulse sur-
veys have become the norm,
there is an increasing need

for an active listening ap-
proach in India and the rest
of the world. Continuous
listening has been shown to
be crucial in a mixed work
style where employees are
frequently scattered.

Technology: a distant
dream

The necessity for ad-
vanced technologies and
technology techniques in
the workplace has also
been influenced by the rise
in the frequency of employ-
ee engagement surveys.
According to the data, more
over 50 percent of respon-
dents acknowledged using
straightforward question-
naires and feedback forms
to determine employee en-
gagement, while 25 percent
said they only used manual
techniques. The necessity
for technological tools to
identify employees' de-
mands and requirements,
such as potential areas for
improvement in their or-
ganisations, steps that
their workplace should do
to promote inclusion and
mental well-being, etc. was
also highlighted by a size-
able 30 per cent of organi-
sations. Additionally, 25 per
cent of the firms said they

were interested in learning
more about the trends in
the engagement scores over
a certain time frame.

Rewards and recogni-
tion = Employee engage-
ment

In the hybrid workplace,
rewards and recognition
are still one of the most
well-liked and effective tac-
tics. Nearly 50 per cent of
the respondents, according
to the research, acknowl-
edged relying on this strate-
gy to engage their individ-
ual staff.

HR: owner of employee
engagement initiatives

Even though it is crucial
for influencing an organi-
sation's culture, the HR de-
partment cannot be consid-
ered solely responsible for
employee satisfaction. The
majority of firms current-
ly silo their employee en-
gagement activities, espe-
cially now that remote
working is the norm.
Employee productivity has
been found to rise in busi-
nesses when CXOs set the
groundwork for establish-
ing a more favourable work
environment.

Employee engagement
to attract talent

Organisations can profit
by reviewing their employ-
ee engagement rules, devel-
oping a more inclusive
work environment, fore-
casting attrition, and other
practises with India on the
verge of its Great
Resignation period.
Employee engagement is
used by 42 percent of busi-
nesses in the IT and soft-
ware sectors to enhance the
employee experience in a
hybrid work style. Adit
Jain, Co-Founder and CEO,
Leena AI, commented,
"While the pandemic
brought about some uncer-
tainties, it also facilitated
in shifting our focus to the
core of every organization
i.e. its employees.

It is interesting to ob-
serve whether organiza-
tions manage to engage
their employees regularly
and actively. For a while
now, employee engagement
has been considered a sec-
ondary activity conducted
on a need-only basis.
However, in the post-pan-
demic world, employee en-
gagement's importance has
skyrocketed with the
changing needs of both em-
ployers and employees.
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Will Monkeypox see a replay 
of AIDS and Covid-19?

Prabir Purkayastha

WITH more than
4,000 cases

(as on June 30, 2022), the re-
cent outbreak of monkey-
pox in Europe and North
America has become inter-
national news. World
Health Organisation
(WHO) has reacted by mon-
itoring the progress of
monkeypox globally and is-
suing guidelines regarding
testing, and taking immedi-
ate measures. But WHO
has not yet declared mon-
keypox a public health
emergency.

As long as monkeypox
was confined to Africa,
where similar outbreaks
have been happening in
Central and West Africa for
years, it raised little con-
cern. But with monkeypox
now reaching the rich
countries, it has become an
immediate media event
with headlines and TV cov-
erage.

Before we get into our re-
sponse to monkeypox, what
is monkeypox, and why has
it appeared now?

Monkeypox is a mis-
nomer; it is not endemic in
monkeys but the rodent
populations of Central and
West Africa. It was wrongly
named, as the initial case
was an infected monkey
biting a child and transmit-
ting the disease. The virus
is in a family of
Orthopoxvirus, including
smallpox and cowpox.

From 1970 onwards, spo-
radic monkeypox out-
breaks have occurred in
Central and West Africa,
but with a tepid response
from the rest of the world.
In the last ten years, the
Democratic Republic of
Congo has seen thousands

of suspected cases and hun-
dreds of suspected deaths.
A significant outbreak oc-
curred in Nigeria in 2017,
with over 700 confirmed
and suspected cases of
monkeypox. While the
West African variant that
is spreading in Europe and
North America has a mor-
tality of about 1 per cent,
the mortality of the
Central African variant is
around 10 per cent or ten
times higher.

Genomic studies now
show that monkeypox has
been circulating for quite
some time in Africa. One
major reason why it has in-
creased now and not earlier
is the discontinuation of
the smallpox vaccination
once it was eradicated. The
smallpox vaccine also pro-
tected people against mon-
keypox. As the younger
people are no longer vacci-
nated, the fraction of peo-
ple who have no immunity
against monkeypox has in-
creased with time and the
threat of catching monkey-
pox. The only ones who still
have immunity are the peo-
ple in the age group of 45
and above today.

In 2017, Adesola Yinka-
Ogunleye, an epidemiolo-
gist in Nigeria and others
had warned that the virus
was spreading in unfamil-
iar ways. Before the 2017

Nigerian outbreak, the
virus seemed to have been
confined to rural areas,
where hunters would come
into contact with animals.
Post-2017, it appeared in
urban settings. The infected
people sometimes had geni-
tal lesions, suggesting that
the virus might also spread
through sexual contact.

Once the virus spread
from sparsely populated re-
gions to more densely popu-
lated urban settings, the
current rapid spread was
an event waiting to happen.
Monkeypox is no longer a
zoonotic infection, meaning
from rodents to humans,
and petering out after some
cases. It is now human-to-
human transmission that is
taking place in many coun-
tries, with large numbers
infected in the UK,
Germany, Spain, and
Portugal.

Genomic studies show
that the virus probably cir-
culated in East and North
Africa from 2018 onwards.
Even in Europe, there has
probably been community
circulation for some time.
The initial cases would
have been mistaken for a
skin condition or allergies
and not recognised as mon-
keypox until there was
heightened public aware-
ness. Currently, the speed of
the transmission may ap-

pear more rapid, but that
may be more due to mon-
keypox being recognised
more quickly.

It will take a few more
weeks before we work out
its transmission rates.
There are some advantages
in combating this virus
over the SARS-CoV-2 or the
Covid-19 virus. It appears to
spread more by contact,
and it is easier to isolate
those infected. Even when
patients shed dry skins,
which are airborne and
carry the virus, it can still
be contained much more
easily than the spread of
viruses like SARS-CoV-2 or
the flu virus. We also have
the small pox vaccines,
which can be deployed
quickly to contain the virus
among health workers and
those who have come into
contact with those infected.
Given early, it can even pro-
tect people from developing
the disease.

In the recent cases of
monkeypox, the infection
seems to have spread
among men who have sex
with men. As the experts
have explained, this is not a
sexually transmitted dis-
ease and spreads through
contact, and respiratory
droplets. It has spread
among a certain section be-
cause they tend to be closed
groups, and sex obviously
provides close contact. The
problem for health officials
is how to warn high-risk
groups without stigmatis-
ing them, as happened in
the AIDS case. During the
initial period of the spread
of AIDS, it was regarded as
a disease of the gay popula-
tion. This led to the public
health systems ignoring the
problem and its much
wider spread subsequently.

Why Bihar youth are angry about Agnipath Scheme
Arun Kumar Mishra

SINCE the an-
nounce-

ment of the Agnipath
scheme for the recruit-
ment of ‘Agniveers’ in the
Indian Army for a four-
year term, many of the
army aspirants are on
warpath. They feel be-
trayed and their hopes lie
shattered.

Bihar Youth from rich
backgrounds generally
opt for UPSC and the state
public service commis-
sion, BPSC.

But a large number of
rural youth who cannot
bear the expenses of high-
er education opt for po-
lice, paramilitary, and
military services. They
come from poor and mar-
ginal peasant families
which constitute the bulk
of the rural population.

In fact, suppose one
takes a walk in the morn-
ing in the rural and urban
areas of Bihar, in that
case, one can see hun-

dreds of youth sweating
out in the open to make
themselves physically eli-
gible to compete in the
physical fitness tests.

It is well known that
there is no industrial base
in the state. The large-
scale migration of rural
workers to urban centres
and far-off places is being
regularly reported.

The Agnipath scheme
came as a big jolt because
the service years have
been cut short to only four
years and some of the as-
pirants have been waiting
as long as four years to get
recruited by the army as
the government stopped
recruitments for the last
two years owing to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
disgruntled youth were
left with little choice in
the matter and hence they
vent their anger. Service
in the Indian Army has
some added prestige and a
sense of fulfilment. Hence
they feel cheated and hu-
miliated.

The sponta-
neous outbursts of
the large number
of youth that
swept through the
length and
breadth of the
state symbolise
the deep-rooted
frustration that
culminated in
large-scale arson,
burning of trains,
vandalisation of
railway stations
and so on.

The Indian
Army aspirants
have shown their
anger against cen-
tral government institu-
tions and against the BJP
leaders and the BJP of-
fices. Many such inci-
dents have been reported
from Samastipur,
Nawada, Bettiah, Patna,
Lakhisarai, Kaimur,
Saran, Jehanabad etc and
other districts.

When spontaneous
movements on such a big
scale take place without

any organisational struc-
ture, they risk attracting
agent provocateurs to give
a bad name to the move-
ment. However, it is the
peaceful protesters who
are subjected to State re-
pression after violence
erupted during the week-
long protests. The protests
led to a total bandh in
Bihar on June 18 and 20.

The opposition parties

including the RJD, CPI
(M), CPI, and CPI(ML)
submitted a memoran-
dum to the governor of
Bihar demanding the
withdrawal of the
Agnipath. In this regard,
all the MLAs and MLCs of
these parties participated
in a protest march to Raj
Bhawan on June 22.

The student and youth
organisations of the Left

parties and a few
other organisa-
tions are gearing
up to give the
movement an or-
ganised form. The
movement will
continue in vari-
ous forms till the
scheme is re-
pealed.

The rift be-
tween the JD (U)
and the BJP has
widened further
with this issue.
While the BJP
state president
Sanjay Jaiswal
has openly

blamed the Nitish govern-
ment for its inaction in
tackling the youth move-
ment, the JD (U) president
Lalan Singh has demand-
ed the withdrawal of the
Agnipath scheme. Singh
had mocked Jaiswal say-
ing that he had lost his
mental balance. BJP lead-
ers, on the other hand,
have blamed the opposi-
tion parties for provoking

youth for the violence wit-
nessed during the ongo-
ing movement.

Agnipath is an anti-na-
tional scheme which will
not only dilute the profes-
sionalism of our armed
forces but also create an
army of retirees who will
be used as a private mili-
tia which will create a
very dangerous atmos-
phere of social and com-
munal division in the
country. It is to be noted
that the RSS agenda to
utilise youth to serve their
communal design can be
easily understood from
the statement of BJP
leader Vijay Vargiya. The
opposition parties have
demanded its immediate
withdrawal.

NEGATIVE ROLE OF
THE MEDIA

The media had played a
negative role during the
anti-Agnipath agitation
branding the movement
as violent and destructive.
It accused the movement
of getting played into the

hands of destructive ele-
ments and one-sidedly re-
ported only on the vio-
lence that erupted during
the spontaneous protests
and the damage done to
the national properties.

The media ignored the
agonies of thousands of
army aspirants who have
completed all the formali-
ties and were waiting for
their recruitment.
Around 50 such youth
committed suicide; some
such incidents have also
taken place in Bihar. Only
The Hindu carried the
field reporting bringing to
fore the desperation of
youth who feel betrayed
and dejected.

Most TV channels and
newspapers praised the
Agnipath and highlighted
the much-advertised gov-
ernment propaganda of
financial offers and job
reservations in various
central and state govern-
ment institutions after
the four-year stint in the
army.

MISCELLANEOUS
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Anwari, Jul 03: Bhoomi
poojan of various develop-
ment works was inaugu-
rated in Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar as well as distri-
bution of fruit trees to 125
families under the
Plantation and Potion Bari
scheme was done.

Distribution of certifi-
cates to 13 families under
the landless justice scheme
and new ration cards were

distributed to 48 families
was done as well. Chief
guest, Bharat Nahar, Vice
President District
Congress Committee,
Dhamtari said that under
the leadership of
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the farmers are continu-
ously getting the benefit of
every scheme to the com-
mon people, in which
paddy is purchased at 25
hundred rupees. Under the

Rajiv Gandhi Nyay Yojana,
landless families get 6000
ration cards in every fami-
ly, this basic facility of the
government is being pro-
moted further too, he said.
Special guest Vinod Sahu
East Nagar Panchayat
President Bhakhara,
Sarpanch Vikas Sinha,
Archana Sori and Kaushal
Patel Deputy Sarpanch
Bharti Sahu from
Horticulture Department,
were also present.

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampur, Jul 03:
Swami Atmanad Govt.
English Medium School
(SAGEMS), Vishrampuri
conducted a seminar on
'Good Touch and Bad
Touch'  for the students of
VI to VIII under the pres-
ence  Department of
Police. Sub Inspector
Premshankar Thakur ,
Constable Shiv Kumar
Barve, Lady Constable
Narmada Markam were
present.

Premshankar Thakur

interacted with the stu-
dents and made the aware
about the 'good touch and
bad touch'. He explained
that 'any touch that makes
a child happy or secure is
a good touch and a touch
that makes a child afraid,
uncomfortable or nervous
is a bad touch'.

Narmada Markam es-
pecially interacted with
the female students and
made them aware about
the situation which they
should not avoid or ig-
nore. She encouraged
them to participate in

their own safety and
emerge as a winner.

Various information
was shared to empower
the safety of a child.
Teachers also interacted
with the students and en-
courages  them to share
this kind of information
with their near or dear
ones and not to become a
victim of this kind of situ-
ations.

The seminar was con-
cluded by vote of thanks
and token of love was pre-
sented to the members of
Department of Police.

CEO gives unique farewell
to driver on his retirement

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jul 03: District
Panchayat CEO, of the dis-
trict Dashrath Rajput,
gave a unique farewell to
his driver on the driver's
retirement, by dropping
him at his place, the same
way the driver did for
many years.

In a unique gesture,
though the seats changed,
but both the travelers
were the same, as one
among them, got retired
and the other chose the
best way to give him a
farewell.

According to informa-
tion, Sanjay Samant, the
driver got retired and

apart from a warm
farewell by his head, he
was also given a heartfelt
farewell in the Zilla
Panchayat office, where
the District Panchayat
CEO honored him with a
shawl and shriphal.
Officers and employees of
Zilla Panchayat were pres-
ent on this occasion.

‘I didn’t know anything about 
support price and RGNYS’

Central Chronicle News

Khadgava, Jul 03:
Durgesh, a villager hailing
from Chirmi in Khadgava
Block, today received
Forest Rights Certificate of
6.25 Acres acreage from
the Chief Minister.
Durgesh is delighted be-
cause he has received this
certificate from the hands
of the Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh himself.
After receiving the Forest
Rights Patta, Durgesh will
not only be able to sell
paddy but also receive the
benefits of various
Government schemes.

Chhotelal, a resident of
the village Jilibandh in
Khadgava Block, today re-
ceived a Forest Rights
Certificate of 5 Acres

acreage from the Chief
Minister. Chhotelal said
that he had no knowledge
of either support price or
the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Scheme, as he wasn't
able to sell paddy due to
the absence of a Forest
Rights Patta.

Now, however, he will be
able to sell paddy at sup-
port price and will also be

eligible for bonuses. The
Chief Minister today dis-
tributed 174 Forest Rights
Certificates in the Bhent
Mulaqat Center of Podi
village and 161 certificates
in Patna village.

In this way, the Chief
Minister has provided 1848
Forest Rights Certificates
to beneficiaries in the
Koriya district in three

days. In the Koriya district,
till now, 17282 Forest
Rights Pattas of 15 thou-
sand 81 Hectares acreage
have been distributed
under the Personal Forest
Rights Claim. Similarly, 1
thousand 514 pattas of 18
thousand 5 Hectare
acreage under the
Community Forest Rights
Claim and 165 Pattas of 9

thousand 138 Hectares
acreage under the
Community Forest
Resource Rights Claim
have also been distributed.

Under the Bhupesh
Baghel - led Chhattisgarh
Government's ambitious
scheme Forest Rights
Patta, the people occupy-
ing the forest lands are se-
curing their ownership
rights on these lands due
to the thoughtful schemes
of the State Government.

They are now finally
free from the concerns of
the forest land's posses-
sion. The beneficiaries say
that the effort of the Chief
Minister to save the forests
and encourage the rural
livelihood while boosting
the economy of the state is
incredible.
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54 railway staff achieve superannuation

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03: On the
last day of previous
month, 54 railway staff
which include 2 officers
achieved superannuation
after completing glorious
years' of services in rail-
ways. At a simple pro-
gramme organized in NEI
auditorium all the retired
staff were given a touch-
ing farewell.

On this occasion Senior
Division Finance Manager
Mrs Chetna Meena hand-
ed over retirement
cheques, certificates, med-
ical related papers and
service medals to all the
retired staff. The officials
present on this occasion

were Sr DPO Pardeep
Mishra, Rahul Garg,
Assistant DPO J A Tata
and others officers.

The officers who
achieved superannuation
were Aniranjan Prasad Sr
Divisional Electrical
Engineer, Binod Behari
Dash Area Manager
Raigarh and fifty four
other railway staff. They
are 10 from the Operating
Department, 12 from

Engineering Department,
10 from Mechanical, 11
from Electrical, 05 from
Commercial, 03 from
Medical, 02 from Security
and 01 from Personnel.
Senior Division Finance
Manager Mrs Chetna
Meena congratulating all
the retired employees
asked them to take care of
their health and wealth
while leading a happy life
with the family members.

p Includes 2 officers

SXHS Bharni celebrates Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03: St.
Xavier's High School
Bharni celebrated Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav in a
befitting manner. Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav is an
initiative of the
Government of India to
celebrate and commemo-
rate 75 years of progres-
sive Independent India.

Through Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav India is
celebrating the glorious
history of its people, cul-
ture and achievements.
Contribution of unsung
heroes of freedom strug-
gle are being highlighted
through Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav programmes.
It is an embodiment of all

that is progressive about
India's socio-cultural, po-
litical and economic iden-
tity.

As a part of the cele-
bration of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav and to
commemorate the un-
sung heroes of independ-
ence movement of India,

the school organized a fit-
ness run wherein 210
boys and girls of the
school hostel along with
45 staff members took
part.

All the students gath-
ered at 5:30 am at school
ground and the event
commenced at 6 am. J S

Hundal, the Principal of
the School inaugurated
the program and cheered
the students.

He exhorted the partic-
ipants to honour the na-
tional symbols, be honest
in their dealings, read
about the unsung heroes
of Independence and do

hard work for the
progress of the nation.

The hostel superinten-
dent, Subhas Roy along
with Abhilash Patnaik
were also present at the
event. The event conclud-
ed with a great triumph
and all the participants
enjoyed a lot.

Holds Fitness Run

Unfit vehicle plying school students
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jul  03: As soon
as the school session start-
ed, on the instructions of
the SP, the fitness of the
school vehicles of the dis-
trict and the drivers were
checked, in the investiga-
tion conducted at SNG
College Ground, 20 out of
35 vehicles were not found
in proper condition, simi-
larly 56 drivers.

In the health test, 44
driver operators were
found fit, while 12 were
unfit, who have been asked
to get treatment. On the di-
rection of Superintendent
of Police Mungeli
Chandrabhushan Singh,
keeping in mind the safe
transportation of school
students and in compli-
ance with the directions
given by the Supreme
Court, on Thursday, joint-

ly by Transport
Department Mungeli and
Traffic Police Mungeli in
SNG College Ground, ex-
amination of school vehi-
cles operated in all private
schools of district
Mungeli and health check-
up test camp of drivers /
operators was organized,
under which 35 school ve-
hicles were checked in

which 20 vehicles were
found to be lacking, a chal-
lan of Rs.14800/-
(Summons Fee) was regis-
tered.The team of District
Transport Department,
Mungeli and the team of
Traffic Police Mungeli and
the team of District
Hospital played an impor-
tant role in organizing the
said check-up camp.

Bahadur Puri elected President SDGS

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Jul 03: The
elections of Chhattisgarh
Sanatan Dashnam
Goswami Samaj (SDGS),
District Durg, Dhamdha,
was held at regional elec-
toral area of Gram Shiv
Kokadi in the presence of
presiding officer Manish
Ban Goswami and Khelan
Giri Goswami in demo-
cratic manner.

In this for the post of
President Bahadur Puri
was elected and for the
post of Secretary Balram
Bharti was elected. For the
pot of Treasurer- Chuman
Puri was elected. From
Durg District, the Durg
District President is
Dhanraj Puri Goswami,
organizational secretary
Umesh Giri Goswami,

Indrajeet Bharti.
From rural areas-

Guman Puri, Ramesh Ban,
Pilu Bharti, Sukhdev Puri,
Sudan Puri, Harish Giri,

Jitendra Ban Bala Ban
Mahesh Giril, Nirmal
Bharti. On this occasion
there was presence of
large number of persons

from Goswami samaj from
Dhamdha area, informs
District Media in-charge
Bharadwaj Giri Goswami
in a press release.

New body of SDGS formed

Mamta appointed
member of Pendra

Krishi Mandi
GGoouurreellllaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  JJuull
0033:: National player and
Congress leader Mrs. Mamta
Pavle, Vice President District
Mahila Congress has been made
a member of Pendra Krishi
Mandi. Her appointment has
brought a wave of happiness
among the farmers of the area,
because from time to time
Mamta Pavle has remained
vocal about the problems of
farmers. She is seen working
dedicatedly for the benefit of
various schemes of the govern-
ment, due to which her discus-
sion remains among the farm-
ers. A per information, only re-
cently Pavle had met state pres-
ident Mohan Markam and Girish
Devangan, for developmental
discussions of the region.  

Students get tips on ‘Good
Touch and Bad Touch’

Stone laid for various development works

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jul 03:
The chain of thefts
continues under the
nose of the police due
to lack of night patrol
In ward number 3
Kedarbadi located on
Khairagarh road of
the city, as at around 3
pm, a gang of 4 peo-
ple were seen roam-
ing around the hous-
es located in
Kedarbadi and trying
to intrude the house,
as caught in the

CCTV footage. The
thieves dressed in
lower and vests have
created panic among
the residents.

Gang of thieves caught
on CCTV footage

What official says
" I n f o r m a t i o n

about this incident
was received by the
police in this area,
and investigation is
being done."

- Surendra Swarnakar
Police station in-

charge Dongargarh  

‘RIDE FOR SAVIOURS’ EVENT

Participants ride their bikes during a bikers’ run named Ride for Saviours as part of Gratitude Week 2022 obser-
vance, in New Delhi, Sunday, July 3. The run is part of a seven days gratitude tribute to the doctors and healthcare
workers for their selfless contribution during COVID-19 pandemic.

AFTERMATH OF RAIN

A man examines a road, damaged by a collapsed boundary wall, following heavy rainfall, in Jammu, Sunday, July 3.

Even Kasab didn’t have so much
security: Aaditya Thackeray

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday tar-
geted the Eknath Shinde-
led government on the
stringent security arrange-
ments in place for rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs as they en-
tered the Vidhan Bhavan
premises from a nearby lux-
ury hotel. We have not seen
such security before in
Mumbai. Why are you
scared? Is someone going to
run away? Why so much
fear, Thackeray said as the
Shinde group MLAs
reached Vidhan Bhavan in
special buses.

The four-day old Shiv
Sena-BJP government will
face the floor test on July 4
during the Assembly ses-

sion. Rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
who support Shinde re-
turned to Mumbai from
Goa on Saturday evening
on the eve of the Assembly
session, and were lodged in
a luxury hotel in south
Mumbai, where Vidhan
Bhavan, venue of the floor
test, is located.

As many as 50 MLAs who
support Shinde, including
39 rebel legislators of the
Shiv Sena, on Saturday
evening flew to Mumbai
from Goa by a chartered
flight. Shinde, who had
flown to Goa in the morn-
ing, accompanied them
back.

I hang my head in shame: Kapil
Sibal on state of judiciary

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Expressing concern over
the current state of the judi-
ciary, Rajya Sabha MP and
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
on Sunday said some mem-
bers of the institution have
“let us down” and “I hang
my head in shame” for what
has happened in the recent
past. In an interview with
PTI, Sibal also said that in
recent years, free speech,
and how it has been inter-
preted by the Supreme
Court, unfortunately, is not
allowed the space that is con-
stitutionally permissible to
it. Attacking the BJP-led

government at the Centre,
he said there is a “de facto
emergency” in place with
“throttling” of institutions.
The rule of law is “in-
fringed’’ on a daily basis, he
alleged. Sibal also said the
present dispensation wants
an ‘Opposition-mukt Bharat’
not just a ‘Congress-mukt

Bharat’. Asked about the ar-
rest of Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair, Sibal
said that the more worrying
larger issue was that some
members of the judiciary
have “let us down”. “Some
members of the institution
(judiciary) of which I have
been a part for 50 years, have
let us down. I hang my head
in shame that this has hap-
pened. When the judiciary
turns a blind eye to ex facie
violations of the rule of law
one wonders why an institu-
tion designed to protect the
rule of law allows the rule of
law to be infringed with
open eyes, Sibal told PTI

over phone from the UK.
Talking about the arrest of
Zubair and the denial of bail
to him by a Delhi court, he
said that for a tweet four
years ago without any com-
munal outcome, it is “un-
thinkable” for that person to
have been arrested.

“More than that, now hav-
ing realised that the arrest
cannot possibly be sus-
tained, the investigating
agency is looking for other
matters which have nothing
to do with the original ar-
rest. Clearly what we are
witnessing is a mala fide ar-
rest and a subsequent fish-
ing inquiry,” Sibal said.

ED attaches over Rs 400-cr worth
assets in two money laundering probes

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

The ED has attached
assets of more than Rs
400 crore in two different
money laundering cases
linked to alleged bank
and lottery frauds in
Tamil Nadu. In the first
case, the federal agency
said in a statement, a pro-
visional order for attach-
ing Rs 234.75 crore worth
properties of Sarvana
Stores (Gold Palace),
Chennai, which is ac-
cused of cheating the
Indian Bank, has been is-
sued.

The agency alleged late
Pallakudurai, P Sujatha
and Y P Shiravan, part-

ners of Saravana Stores
(Gold Palace), “con-
spired” with unknown
public servants and oth-
ers to cheat the bank’s
branch located in T.
Nagar area of Chennai.

The business house
had “applied for sanc-
tioning of loan by fabri-
cating balance sheet and
projecting sound finan-
cial health of the firm.
There is a huge mis-
match between the sales
reported and credit en-
tries of the firm,” it said.
The firm presented a
“cosmetic” picture of ex-
pected turnover for up-
coming financial years at
the time of availing loan,

it said.
“In order to cheat

Indian Bank, a signifi-
cant wrongful loss and
deriving personal gain,
the firm in collusion with
property valuer, bank of-
ficials, and certain pri-
vate persons proposed to
purchase assets at a price
which is clearly much
higher than the real fair
market value,” it said.

“The investigation con-
ducted under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act has ade-
quately established the ill
motives of accused indi-
viduals and bank offi-
cials from the inception,”
the ED alleged.

Over 64% of youths joining terrorism in
J&K killed within a year: Officials

Jammu, Jul 03:

The youths joining the ter-
ror ranks in Jammu and
Kashmir have a “short shelf
life” with more than 64 per
cent of them being killed by
security forces within a year,
officials said on Sunday.

Security forces, aided by a
strong on-ground intelli-
gence network, have scaled
up anti-terror operations in
the first five months of this
year, though frequent vio-
lence in south Kashmir re-
mained a cause for concern,
they said.

Citing data of terrorists
neutralised between
January 1 and May 31 this
year, the officials said 64.1
per cent of the new terror re-
cruits were eliminated with-
in a year. Only 26.6 per cent

of the terror recruits lasted
more than 12 months, while
the fate of 9.3 per cent of
them was not known, they
said.

Giving further details, the
officials said 28.1 per cent of
the terror recruits were
killed within one month, 54.7
per cent within six months
and 59.4 per cent within nine
months.

The officials said 70 to 75
youths have joined various
terror groups in Kashmir
Valley in the first five
months of this year. The cor-
responding figure of last
year was near equal. They
said south Kashmir contin-
ued to be the hotbed of ter-
rorism in the valley as the
region saw 59 terrorist
killings by security forces in
the first five months of this

year compared to 31 such
killings in central and north
Kashmir.

Out of the total 90 terror-
ists killed in the valley be-
tween January and May, 26
were Pakistani nationals
and the number is much
more than that of the whole
of previous year when 182
terrorists, including 20 for-
eigners, were killed in 100
anti-terror operations, the
officials said.

The officials said 45 ter-
rorists were arrested during
the period along with huge
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion, with analysis and intel-
ligence inputs suggesting a
large supply of pistols aimed
at target killings besides AK
assault rifles, improvised ex-
plosive devices and sticky
bombs. Six of the 90 terror-

ists killed in 47 encounters
were eliminated on the Line
of Control (LoC) while try-
ing to infiltrate into the val-
ley from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, the officials said,
adding the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba suffered the
major setbacks as 52 of its
terrorists were eliminated
and 18 others apprehended
since January this year. The
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad was the second
on the chart with 20 of its
terrorists being killed and
four others arrested, fol-
lowed by the Hizbul
Mujahideen (11 dead and
one arrested) and Al-Badr
(four dead and three arrest-
ed). The identity of three re-
maining slain terrorists
could not be ascertained, the
officials said.

Gujarat: Accused in 2002 Godhra train
burning case gets life imprisonment

Godhra, Jul 03 (PTI):

A court here has sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment an accused in the
case of Godhra train car-
nage in 2002 in which 59
‘karsevaks’ were killed,
which had triggered
worst riots in the history
of Gujarat.

A court of an additional
sessions judge at Godhra
in Gujarat’s Panchmahal
district on Saturday
awarded life imprison-
ment to the accused, Rafik
Bhatuk, who was arrested
in February 2021.

The trial against him in
the case began after his
arrest last year.

He was accused of
being involved in the case

of torching of a train re-
turning from Ayodhya
with ‘karsevaks’ on
February 27, 2002, killing
59 of them. This had led to
communal riots in the
state, in which over 1,200
people, mostly from a mi-
nority community, were
killed.

Bhatuk is the 35th ac-
cused to be held guilty by
the court in the case so far,
special public prosecutor
RC Kodekar said. “The
judge wished not to be
named,” he said.

A Special Operations
Group (SOG) of the
Panchmahal police
nabbed Bhatuk from a lo-
cality in Godhra town in
February last year. He had
escaped from Godhra

after being named an ac-
cused in the case and
stayed in various cities be-
fore returning here.

Earlier, a special SIT
court had convicted 31
people in the case on
March 1, 2011. Out of
them, 11 were sentenced
to death, while 20 were
sentenced to life impris-
onment.

The Gujarat High Court
had in October 2017 com-
muted the death sentence
of 11 convicts to life im-
prisonment, while up-
holding the punishment
awarded by the special
SIT court to 20 others.

Later, three more per-
sons were sentenced to
life imprisonment in the
case on two occasions.

Shah to table political
resolution at BJP

national executive

Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Laying out the party’s
stand on various key is-
sues and setting the tone
for its political activities in
the coming days, Union
Home Minister and senior
BJP leader Amit Shah will
table the all important po-
litical resolution at the
party’s national executive
meeting here on Sunday.

With the executive meet-
ing being held in the back-
drop of the Nupur Sharma
row and the killing of
Udaipur tailor Kanahiya

Lal, it is being keenly
watched if the party
makes any reference to
these two incidents in its
resolution, which will be
seconded by two chief
ministers.

In its condolence resolu-
tion on Saturday, the party
had paid tributes to
Kanahiya Lal and Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala
besides others.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Karnataka Chief
Minister Basvraj Bomai
will second the resolu-

tion.
It is likely that in the

political resolution, the
Modi government’s wel-
fare measures, the BJP’s
victory in recent assem-
bly polls and its prepara-
tion for upcoming assem-
bly polls will be dis-
cussed.

This resolution may
also send out a political
message to the party’s
rank and file on various
prevailing issues and also
for the upcoming assem-
bly polls. Before the start
of the national executive
meeting, BJP’s vice presi-
dent Vasundhara Raje
Scindia on Saturday had
said all important and
prevailing issues will be
discussed in the meeting.
A resolution on the Modi
government’s welfare
measures and economy
was tabled by Union min-
ister and senior party
leader Rajnath Singh in
the BJP’s national meet-
ing on Saturday.
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Three held
Guwahati: At least
three drug peddlers,
including a woman,
was arrested from dif-
ferent places of
Nagaon district of
Assam and 22.4 gram
of heroin were recov-
ered from them, po-
lice said on Sunday.
Based on specific in-
formation, an opera-
tion was launched
and two drug traffick-
ers were apprehended
from a location under
the Jajori police sta-
tion, the Nagaon
District Police tweet-
ed. The police also re-
covered 19.1 gm hero-
in from their posses-
sion, it added.

Newborn girl sold
Jajpur: A newborn
girl, who was alleged-
ly sold by her parents
due to poverty, in
Odisha’s Jajpur dis-
trict, has been res-
cued, police said. The
incident came to the
fore after a child de-
velopment project of-
ficer of Dasarathpur
block filed a recent po-
lice complaint that
Suresh Das and his
wife sold the infant to
a childless couple for
Rs 7,000, they said.
The baby girl was res-
cued from
Champeipal village
on Friday evening
and handed over to
the child welfare com-
mittee, a senior police
officer said.

Pleasant morning 
New Delhi: Delhi
witnessed a pleasant
Sunday morning
with the minimum
temperature settling
at 26.2 degrees
Celsius, two notches
below the average
temperature, India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
said. The relative hu-
midity recorded at
8:30 am was 74 per
cent, it said. The
weather office has
predicted generally
cloudy skies with
very light rain and
thundershowers at
isolated places to-
wards the evening.
The maximum tem-
perature is expected
to hover around 35
degrees Celsius, the
IMD said.

Curfew relaxed 
Udaipur/Jaipur:
With the situation
gradually returning
to normal, curfew
was relaxed for 10
hours on Sunday in
Udaipur where a tai-
lor was murdered by
two men earlier this
week. However, mo-
bile internet services
remained suspend-
ed. Curfew was im-
posed in seven police
station areas of
Udaipur following
the killing of the tai-
lor on Tuesday and
incidents of vio-
lence. The situation
is becoming normal
in the city. Therefore,
it was decided to
relax curfew from 8
am to 6 pm, a district
administration offi-
cial said.

3 killed 
Jaipur: Three peo-
ple were killed when
a container vehicle
collided with a truck
in Dungarpur dis-
trict of Rajasthan, of-
ficials said on
Sunday. The accident
occurred on the
Udaipur-Ahmedabad
highway under the
Bicchiwara police
station area on
Saturday night, they
said. The container
vehicle hit the truck
from behind. Three
people who were in
the container vehicle
died, SHO Ranjeet
Singh said.
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HONG KONG PALACE MUSEUM

Visitors tour the Hong Kong Palace Museum during the first day open to public in Hong Kong, Sunday, July 3, 2022.
It showcases more than 900 Chinese artefacts, loaned from the long-established Palace Museum in Beijing, home
to works of art representing thousands of years of Chinese history and culture

Islamabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

C a s h - s t r a p p e d
Pakistan’s trade deficit
has surged to an all-time
high of USD 48.66 billion
in the outgoing fiscal
year, up from USD 30.96
billion a year ago, a signif-
icant 57 per cent jump on
the back of higher-than-
expected imports, a
media report said on
Sunday.

The trade deficit
reached an alarming level
despite a ban on more
than 800 non-essential
luxury items in May by
the Shehbaz Sharif gov-
ernment, the Dawn news-
paper reported, quoting
the provisional official
data.

Pakistan’s trade gap
widened by more than 32
per cent to touch USD 4.84
billion in June, from USD
3.66 billion a year ago,

driven largely by almost
double the increase in im-
ports compared to ex-
ports, the paper said.

The outgoing fiscal
year’s trade deficit has
crossed the USD 37 billion
figure in 2017-18, which
was largely led by im-
ports related to the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor.

In the subsequent
years, the trade gap
dropped to USD 31.8 bil-
lion in 2018-19 and then to
USD 23.2 billion in 2019-
20, before bouncing back
to USD 30.8 billion in 2020-
21 and finally to a whop-
ping USD 48.64 billion in
the 2021-22 fiscal, accord-
ing to official data.

The outgoing year’s
trade deficit is propelled
by the highest-ever in-
crease in oil prices and
commodities in the inter-
national market due to

the supply chain disrup-
tions brought about due
to the ongoing war in
Ukraine.

The trade deficit has
been on the rise owing to
an unprecedented in-
crease in imports due to a
rise in global commodity
prices, while exports
have stagnated to around
USD 2.5 billion to USD 2.8
billion a month, mostly
those of semi-finished
products and raw materi-
als, the paper added.

Pakistan’s import bill
increased 43.45 per cent
to USD 80.51 billion dur-
ing 2021-22, up from USD
56.12 billion, just a year
ago. Last week, the
Pakistan government
steeply hiked petroleum
prices to implement the
tough preconditions set
by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
revive the stalled USD 6

billion bailout package
for the cash-strapped
country.

Prices of all petroleum
products went up by
about Rs 14-19 per litre
after the decision came
into effect from midnight
on Thursday.

This was the fourth
hike in petroleum under
the incumbent govern-
ment assumed power in
April.

The IMF has set tough
preconditions like hiking
electricity tariffs and im-
posing a levy on petrole-
um products to revive the
stalled bailout pro-
gramme.

The global lender also
asked Pakistan to set up
an anti-corruption task
force to review all the ex-
isting laws that were
aimed at curbing graft in
the government depart-
ments.

Pakistan’s trade deficit hits record-high
of USD 48.66 billion as imports soar

Kathmandu, Jul 03 (PTI):

India on Sunday gifted
75 ambulances and 17
school buses to Nepal as
part of its ongoing efforts
to build on the robust and
longstanding partnership
between the two countries
and help the Himalayan
nation bolster its infra-
structure in healthcare
and education sectors.

India’s newly-appointed
Ambassador Naveen
Srivastava handed over
the keys of the vehicles in
the presence of Devendra
Paudel, Nepal’s Ministry
of Education, Science and
Technology.

The gifting of 75 ambu-
lances also marks 75 years
of India’s Independence,
the Indian Embassy here
said.

The gifting of ambu-
lances and school buses is
part of the very robust and
strong development part-
nership between the two
countries, Srivastava said.

This initiative has been
one of the long-standing
traditions of the Indian
government under the
Nepal-India Development
Partnership Programme
to bolster efforts of the
Nepal government to
strengthen its infrastruc-
ture in health and educa-
tion, he added.

Paudel appreciated
India’s various ongoing
developmental projects in
Nepal and said these ini-
tiatives will continue to
strengthen people-to-peo-
ple linkages and improve
relations between the two
countries.

The 75 ambulances and
17 school buses will be
handed over to various
governmental depart-
ments and NGOs working
in healthcare and educa-
tion sectors in various dis-
tricts in Nepal, the Indian
mission said.

In 2021, India had gifted
39 ambulances equipped
with ventilators to Nepal

as part of its efforts to help
Kathmandu in its fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Similarly, in 2020, India
had gifted 41 ambulances
and six school buses to
Nepal on the occasion of
the 151st birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Nepal is important for
India in the context of its
overall strategic interests
in the region, and the lead-
ers of the two countries
have often noted the age-
old Roti Beti relationship.

The land-locked country
relies heavily on India for
the transportation of
goods and services.

Nepal’s access to the sea
is through India, and it im-
ports a predominant pro-
portion of its require-
ments from and through
India.

The India-Nepal Treaty
of Peace and Friendship of
1950 forms the bedrock of
the special relations be-
tween the two countries.

India gifts 75 ambulances,
17 school buses to Nepal Slovyansk (Ukraine), Jul 03 (AP):

A group of young off-
duty Ukrainian soldiers
gathered at a military dis-
tribution center to enjoy a
rare respite from the fight-
ing that has again en-
gulfed their fractured
home in eastern Ukraine.

As they shared jokes
and a pizza, artillery ex-
plosions could be heard a
few kilometers away a re-
minder of the looming bat-
tle that threatens to unfold
here in the city of
Slovyansk, which was oc-
cupied by Russian proxy
fighters in 2014.

Everyone knows that
there will be a huge battle
in Slovyansk, said one of
the soldiers, who could not
be named for security rea-
sons. Now, eight years
after their city was last oc-
cupied, the war has re-
turned. Slovyansk could
become the next major tar-
get in Russia’s campaign
to take the Donbas region,
Ukraine’s predominantly
Russian-speaking indus-

trial heartland, if Moscow
captures Lysychansk the
last remaining Ukrainian
stronghold in Luhansk
province, 70 kilometers (43
miles) to the east.

Another soldier, a 23-
year-old accountant who
joined up when the inva-
sion began, said
Ukrainian forces simply
do not have the weapons to
fight off the superior arse-
nal of the approaching
Russian army.

We know what’s coming
he said with a sad smile.

These soldiers were still
teenagers when pro-
Russian separatists cap-
tured and held the town
for three months. The
brief occupation in 2014
terrorised Slovyansk,
where dozens of officials
and journalists were taken
hostage, and several
killings took place.

Fierce fighting and
shelling broke out when
the Ukrainian army laid
siege to the city to recap-
ture it. Actually, the war
never left Slovyansk. It

didn’t leave people’s heads
said Tetiana Khimion, a
43-year-old dance choreog-
rapher who converted a
fishing store into a hub for
local military units.

On the one hand, it is
easier for us because we
know what it’s like. On the
other hand, it is more diffi-
cult for us since we’ve
been living like this for
eight years in a suspended
condition.

Slovyansk is a city of
splintered loyalties. With a
large retired population, it
is not uncommon to hear
older residents express
sympathy towards Russia
or nostalgia for their
Soviet past. There is also
distrust of the Ukrainian
army and government.

After a recent shelling of
his apartment block, one
resident named Sergei
said he believed that the
strike was launched by
Ukraine.

I’m not pro-Russian, I’m
not pro-Ukrainian. I am
somewhere in between he
said.

Splintered Ukrainian city braces
for new battle with Russia

Washington, Jul 03 (PTI):

The United States wel-
comed 661,500 new citizens
as of June 15 in the fiscal
year 2022, with India the
second largest country of
birth for naturalised
American citizens in the
first quarter after Mexico.

Throughout our nation’s
history, the promise of both
life and liberty, and the free-
dom to pursue happiness, is
what has drawn millions
from across the globe to call
America their home,” US
Citizenship and
Immigration Services
(USCIS) Director M Jaddou
said on Friday.

In Fiscal Year 2021, the
USCIS welcomed 855,000
new US citizens. In Fiscal
Year 2022, the USCIS has
welcomed 661,500 new US cit-
izens as of June 15 and made
significant progress in reduc-
ing our naturalisation pend-
ing queues, the agency said.
The USCIS said it would cele-
brate Independence Day this
year by welcoming more
than 6,600 new citizens in

more than 140 naturalisation
ceremonies between July 1
and July 8. The US celebrates
its Independence Day on
July 4. According to the US
Homeland Security, 34 per
cent of naturalisations in FY
2022 Q1 consisted of persons
from the top five countries of
nationality: Mexico (24,508),
India (12,928), the
Philippines (11,316), Cuba
(10,689), and the Dominican
Republic (7,046). During this
period, the US welcomed
1,97,148 new citizens.

In FY 2021 Q1, the top five
countries of nationality
(Mexico, India, Cuba, the
Philippines, and China) ac-
counted for 35 per cent of
naturalisations, it said. The
US federal government’s fis-
cal year runs from October 1
to September 30. “At the
USCIS, our belief in the
promise of America is re-
newed daily as we work to
welcome immigrants as our
fellow citizens, said Jaddou,
adding “our country will be
stronger and more diverse
because of the choice they
have made.

India among top five countries of
birth for naturalised US citizens

Seoul, Jul 03 (AP):

North Korea on Sunday
slammed the United
States, South Korea and
Japan for pushing to boost
their trilateral military co-
operation targeting the
North, warning that the
move is prompting urgent
calls for the country to re-
inforce its military capa-
bility.

North Korea has long
cited what it calls hostility
by the United States and
its allies as a reason to pur-
sue a nuclear programme.

Sunday’s statement comes
as North Korea’s neigh-
bours say the country is
ready for its first nuclear
test in five years as part of
its provocative run of
weapons tests this year.

The prevailing situation
more urgently calls for
building up the country’s
defence to actively cope
with the rapid aggravation
of the security environ-
ment of the Korean
Peninsula and the rest of
the world, the North
Korean Foreign Ministry
said in a statement, with-

out elaborating how it
would boost its military
capacity.

The statement took
issue with a trilateral
meeting among the US,
South Korean and
Japanese leaders on the
sidelines of a NATO sum-
mit last week, during
which they underscored
the need to strengthen
their cooperation to deal
with North Korean nu-
clear threats.

The chief executives of
the US, Japan and South
Korea put their heads to-

gether for confrontation
with (North Korea) and
discussed the dangerous
joint military countermea-
sures against it including
the launch of tripartite
joint military exercises,
the statement said.

North Korea views US-
led military exercises in
the region, particularly
ones with rival South
Korea, as an invasion re-
hearsal, though
Washington and Seoul
have repeatedly said they
have no intentions of at-
tacking the North.

North Korea slams US-South Korea-Japan military cooperation
Bangkok, Jul 03 (AP):

China’s top diplomat on
Saturday arrived on his
first visit to Myanmar
since the military seized
power last year to attend a
regional meeting that the
government said was a
recognition of its legitima-
cy and opponents protest-
ed as a violation of peace
efforts.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi will join
counterparts from
Myanmar, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam in

a meeting of the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation
group in the central city of
Bagan, a UNESCO World
Heritage site. The group-
ing is a Chinese-led initia-

tive that includes the coun-
tries of the Mekong Delta,
a potential source of re-
gional tensions due to an
increasing number of hy-
droelectric projects that
are altering the flow and
raising concerns of eco-
logical damage. China has
built 10 dams along the
upper stretch of the
Mekong, the part it calls
the Langcang.

Military government
spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw
Min Tun told a news con-
ference in the capital
Naypyitaw on Friday that

the attendance of the for-
eign ministers at the meet-
ing was a recognition of
Myanmar’s sovereignty
and its government.

He said the ministers
will sign memorandums of
understanding and con-
tracts. He did not elabo-
rate. It’s unclear whether
Wang would meet Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the
head of the military gov-
ernment. Myanmar’s mili-
tary seized power from the
elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi on
February 1, 2021.

China’s top diplomat visits Myanmar amid opposition protest

London, Jul 03 (AP):

Hundreds of thousands
of people turned out on
the streets of London on
Saturday to mark the 50th
anniversary of the UK’s
first Pride parade, filling
the streets of the British
capital with colour.

A vibrant crowd turned
out to either take part in
or watch the festivities,
forming a spectacle of
rainbow flags, glitter and
sequins. After two years of
cancellations because of
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, the parade came a half-
century after Britain’s
first march to celebrate
Pride in 1972 in London.

Saturday’s procession
took on a similar route to
the original, starting out-
side Hyde Park and tour-
ing the streets towards
Westminster. The London
mayor’s office said that
more than 1 million rev-
ellers attended the cele-

brations, which also in-
cluded a concert in
Trafalgar Square.

Chris Joell-Deshields,
the director of organizers
Pride in London, said mo-
mentous rights and free-
doms had been earned
since the inaugural event,

but there is more to be
done. London Mayor
Sadiq Khan hailed a beau-
tiful day of unity, visibili-
ty, equality and solidarity
as he joined in the celebra-
tions. More than 600
LGBTQ groups were ex-
pected to take part in the

march, which was headed
by members of the Gay
Liberation Front from the
1972 protest.
Organizations ranging
from charities to universi-
ties to the emergency
services were also repre-
sented. But uniformed of-

ficers from London’s
Metropolitan Police force
weren’t among them, as
has been the case in previ-
ous years. The move came
in response to LGBTQ
campaigners raising con-
cerns over their confi-
dence in policing, in par-

ticular the quality of the
police force’s investiga-
tion into murders carried
out by serial killer
Stephen Port. In 2016, Port
was sentenced to life in
prison without parole for
the murders of four young
gay men whom he met on-
line. Members of the po-
lice force were able to join
Saturday’s march of their
own accord. I think the po-
lice have been sensitive to
the issues raised by the
community, Khan said.
And there will be uni-
formed officers in and
around Pride to make
sure we’re all safe, to
make sure this parade is a
success. Those taking part
had been urged to take a
COVID-19 test before the
march with virus cases on
the rise across Britain.
The U.K. Health Security
Agency had issued a simi-
lar caution for people
showing possible symp-
toms of monkeypox.

Pride parade returns in London on 50th anniversary

E ven with millions in fund-
ing and super high-tech

equipment, the world's space
agencies need a helping hand
from people at home. On this
year's list of the top five asteroid
hunters in the world, it's no sur-
prise the top four spots are filled
by multimillion-dollar NASA-
funded projects. But coming in at
number five is a trio of ama-
teurs, Alain Maury, Georges
Attard and Daniel Parrott.
Maury is a retired engineer and
astronomer who moved to Chile
from France to better pursue his
passion for stargazing. He runs
star tours' to the Atacama
Desert, allowing visitors access
to his high-powered telescopes
and their window onto the daz-
zling southern skies. Attard, also
a retired engineer, stayed in
France. He takes Maury's data
and runs the numbers in his
spare time, calculating asteroids'
trajectories, orbits and mass.
Parrott is an American comput-
er scientist who wrote software
now used by hundreds of as-
tronomers to catalogue and iden-
tify space objects.

Called the MAP project, from
their last names, together they
have discovered hundreds of as-
teroids, including near-Earth ob-
jects (NEOs) and a few comets be-
sides. They have published pa-
pers in serious scientific journals
and won accolades for their work
and grants to continue it.
Amateur or semi-professional as-
tronomers play a surprisingly
large role in the discovery of

NEOs. When a new object is spot-
ted, it is followed up and its orbit
tracked and this is where ama-
teurs become vital. First, the
sighting. Far from the romantic
image of an astronomer looking
through the eyepiece of their tel-
escope somewhere in a dome ob-
servatory, modern survey tele-
scopes are powerful and automat-
ed machines, using technical
cameras such as CCD or CMOS,
sophisticated software and ma-
chine learning to scan large por-
tions of the sky and report the po-
sitions of anything that moves to
the Minor Planet Center almost
in real time. Once a new object is
spotted, it draws the attention of
the astronomical community
both professional and amateur.

At that point, all that is known
is there is something new in the
sky. The object must then be ob-
served on several subsequent
nights in order to compute its
orbit. Once the orbit is known,
the object becomes discovered'
and it is designated and an-
nounced to the world. A good
orbit calculation means the posi-
tion of the object can be comput-
ed precisely decades or centuries
into the future or the past. This
follow-up is often perceived as a
secondary, grunt work. But it is
essential; without follow-up,
there is no discovery. Amateurs
often have the time to observe
NEO candidates and so they be-
come valuable co-discoverers of
NEOs. The declining cost of rel-
atively large off-the-shelf tele-
scopes, CCD and CMOS cam-
eras, and astronomical software
have allowed amateur observers
to become more professional in
their hobby. In the last few
years, the precision of position-
al measurements in the hands
of some amateur astronomers
has reached the precision of
professional instruments.
Parrott's software is now pre-
ferred by many astronomers,
even professionals.

Astronomy clubs allow enthu-
siasts to share equipment and

knowledge, and the internet and
social media have allowed ob-
servers around the world to con-
nect, creating a network of vigi-
lance. Amateur astronomers just
need to find their niche, zeroing
in on the opportunity created
when government-funded sur-
veys leave gaps. MAP observes
from Chile because the southern
skies have been without any
large NEO survey telescope.
Another area where amateur ob-
servers excel is chasing the
smallest NEOs. Meteoroids a few
metres across are sometimes de-
tected only hours before impact.
In recent years, four have been
discovered with dedicated sur-
veys (Catalina Sky Survey and
ATLAS). A fifth, 2022 EB5, was
spotted in March this year by
Hungarian astronomer Kriszti n
S rneczky two hours before it
crashed into Earth somewhere
north of Iceland. The direct hit
was confirmed by infrasonic de-
tection and a few reports from
Icelanders who saw blue flashes.
With no where near the budget
of NASA, S rneczky's discovery
was enabled by dedicated time
on the telescope, years of up-
grades to the Hungarian obser-
vatory and bad weather at many
other professional observatories.

A lot of astronomical image
databases are becoming avail-
able online, allowing amateur as-
tronomers to fetch the data and
look for moving objects. The im-
ages were scrutinised by profes-
sionals 10 or 20 years ago, but
back then the processing power
of the best computers was pitiful
compared to what an average
person has today on their per-
sonal computer or tablet.
Archival searches are often en-
abled through public outreach
services, such as Galaxy
Zoo/Zooniverse or IASC. Many
catalogs are freely accessible to
anyone. Through these files, am-
ateur astronomers have discov-
ered NEOs or have extended the
arcs of known asteroids many
years into the past and so im-

proved the orbit calculations.
Sometimes, unexpected help
comes from private industry and
startups, such as Unistellar's
eVscope. This is an off-the-shelf
digital telescope that doesn't
have a classical eyepiece.
Instead, images are viewed
through a mobile phone or
tablet. Unistellar encourages
thousands of its users to volun-
teer their telescopes for science.
Home astronomers just need to
put the telescope outdoors and
the eVscope will be remotely
overtaken for a few minutes to
observe a given target, such as a
nearby NEO.

At a given time, data around
the world is gathered from these
amateur machines and submit-
ted to the Minor Planet Center.
Afterwards, eVscopes simply re-
sume their domestic stargazing
purpose. The first NEO to be dis-
covered was Eros. Found in 1989,
it is a whopping 17 kilometres
across. In 2005 NASA set a goal
to discover 90 percent of NEOs
with diameters larger than 140
metres within the decade. The
dedicated surveys Catalina Sky
Survey, Pan-STARRS, NEOWISE
and ATLAS pushed the discov-
ery numbers up. There are now
about 10,000 known NEOs larger
than 140 metres and more than
29,000 NEOs in total and the
numbers are rising daily. Yet
this still only represents about
40 percent of the estimated as-
teroid population. Apparently, 20
years and a professional push
weren't sufficient to find them
all. The upcoming Vera Rubin
Observatory in Chile and NEO
Surveyor, a planned space tele-
scope, could change the game.
But until then, and probably
even afterwards, enthusiastic
stargazers at home will continue
to play a role in finding, tracking
and characterising near-Earth
objects.

Writer is  from Harvard &
Smithsonian Center for

Astrophysics
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Resort politics
The political crisis that

has just ended in
Maharashtra holds a mir-
ror to the kind of politics
being pursued in our coun-
try. It is symptomatic of a
degenerate political cul-
ture. Thanks to MLAs
herded to resorts as part of
political power play, the
phrase ‘resort politics’
now has wide currency.
One would have expected
the dissident MLAs to go to
their respective con-
stituencies and acquaint
the people why they intend
to revolt. Instead, they
were holed up in faraway
Guwahati to carry out
their planned revolt and
dislodge their party’s own
government. The visuals
of MLAs staying in five-
star hotels and making
merry mocked the people
of Assam facing massive
floods. The revolt has noth-
ing to do with public serv-
ice, which the elected rep-
resentatives are expected
to perform. The money,
time and efforts expended
on political machinations
could have been diverted to
tackle issues affecting the
lives of people. Whatever
grievances the rebel MLAs
had, they should have
raised them at the party
forum, instead they chose
to conspire with the BJP
for a change of govern-
ment.

Ramesh Gupta,
Narwana

Respect all religions
Killing of any human

being in the name of reli-
gion is not justifiable. No
religion teaches us to kill
any human. Religion only
believes in harmony, love
and live and let live. Some
fundamentalists do not be-
lieve in this doctrine and
indulge in violence.
Anyone who issues a state-
ment contrary to any reli-
gion, or which hurts some-
one’s religious sentiments,
should adopt a cautious ap-
proach. Our country is sec-
ular and we should respect
all religions, so we can co-
exist in peace.

S kumar, via mail

Calls for strict
action

Refer to the communal
disturbances in different
states and the recent bru-
tal killing in Udaipur; the
incident occurred when
PM Modi was seen hug-
ging Islamic heads of few
countries. Whether it was
the brutal murder of a
youth by Nihangs at
Delhi’s border, or other un-
pleasant incidents, the
Prime Minister’s silence
on vital issues reflects his
‘neutrality’ and that his
only concern is politics.
Stern action is needed.
Only that can help restore
peace and communal har-
mony.

Puneet Mehta, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I
ndia is now at the cusp of getting back to high economic growth
with positive signs witnessed in overall revival of the economy after

two years of difficult covid times. One important and critical factor in
evolving the economic strategy is to ensure that India’s foreign trade
grows leaps and bounds. Basically trade is the X-factor in ensuring India
sustained the high growth path for at least a decade or so. For this many
macro economists have advocated the need to push free trade agree-
ments, both bilateral and regional. The economists include former Vice
Chairman of NITI Aayog Arvind Panagariya and Chief Economic Advisor
Arvind Subramanian. The response from the Indian government had been
lukewarm to this proposal in the past few years. But now with India’s ex-
ports looking up after being stagnant in last few year, there appears to be
a growing realization that protectionism even for geopolitical considera-
tions did no good to the economy. With India’s two way trade of goods and
services going beyond $ one trillion in 2021- 22, India’s commerce and tex-
tiles minister Piyush Goyal has raised the hopes of more free trade agree-
ments fructifying in the near future. Goyal said at the recent India
International garment fair in Noida that India is now moving ahead in sign-
ing Free Trade agreements with Canada, European Union, United Kingdom
and Australia. He was confident of FTA with United Kingdom being signed
by Deepavali this year. He also said even GCC, Israel along with Eurasia
and Brazil have shown interest in forging FTA with India. This is certainly a
welcome development considering the fact that India’s FTA negotiations
with EU have been protracted and has been going on for nearly a decade.
Now India and EU have committed to conclude the trade deal by 2024.
Earlier this year, India signed a trade deal with UAE and is in the process of
negotiations with Russia and South African Customs Union. The FTA with
Australia is now virtually done deal. With Russia, it may take some time in
view of RussiaUkraine war. With ASEAN though India has a Free trade
agreement, there are some thorny issues that is coming in the way of
smooth functioning of FTA. India wants some of the non-tariff barriers to
be removed particularly on farm and automotive trade. But the trade with
ASEAN has been growing with Singapore becoming inward and outward
hub for foreign investments. The differences with ASEAN is one of the rea-
sons for India walking away from China led Regional comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership agreement in November 2019. Of course, the main rea-
son was geo-political considerations after the New Delhi’s standoff with
Beijing due to the border clashes in Ladakh. Lately some trade pact in the
Indo-pacific region has been worked upon. Though India is not part of any
trading bloc so far, there is one regional trade agreement in South Asia
which has remained a nonstarter mainly because of Pakistan. But bilateral
free trade agreements with Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal are working
reasonably well. But Nepal and Sri Lanka have been lately going through a
major economic crisis. Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has warned
against abandoning free trade in the face of global supply chain shocks. 

He said just say “no” to U S attempts to “friend Shoring” to deal with
the supply chain shocks. Abandoning free and fair trade is not the answer.
Recently US has become India’s largest trading partner overtaking China
at nearly $120 billion annually. But China and Gulf countries are equally
important trading close to $100 billion each annually. But more important-
ly India needed to chalk out strategies to push sectoral exports particular-
ly agricultural products, which had potential touch $100 billion exports an-
nually in the near term from the present $45 billion annually. With global
food crisis looming large with the surging inflation and Ukraine-Russia
conflict, there is every possibility of India cashing-in the shortterm as well.
India has the potential to become a food bowl of the world. India is among
the largest producers of food grains, vegetables, fruits, dairy products, be-
sides a few other crops. Food processing industry is increasingly becoming
an export oriented industry in the country. India is yet to meet the domes-
tic demand of oilseeds and pulses where it needed some tweaking of pro-
duction. Though India is among the top producers of some of the food
crops, it still needed catching up to do in improving productivity and re-
ducing underemployment in the farm sector, which is also pulling down
productivity to some extent. There are already efforts to make the Indian
agriculture smart through reforms of the laws and going high tech through
use of drones. Water management and improving fertility of land are two
major areas where some nation-wide efforts were on. India is strong in ex-
ports of software, auto and auto ancillaries, engineering goods, gems and
jewellery, textiles and handicrafts. But there is a huge potential in these
areas particularly in manmade garments, electronics and mobile phones
where things have started looking up after the PLI schemes introduced
last year. There is still a long way to go in these areas. Though India is a
major exporter of semiconductor designs it is weak in its manufacturing
and now attempts are being made to get into this area as well. With ex-
ports of goods and services looking up India can become a major econom-
ic powerhouse if this potential is harnessed wisely through right policy and
tactical business moves. This opportunity has come at a time when China
is slowing down. The signs are already there but the key is to conclude free
trade agreements and phased reduction of tariff barriers. Government is
on track at the moment to push this positive agenda.

Free trade agreements in coming
days will act as a big booster
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People wade through waterlogged streets after heavy rainfall, in Bikaner, Sunday, July 3.

The amateur asteroid hunters giving NASA a run for its money

RAINS IN BIKANER

PETER VERES

B umble, the social networking
app for women, returns with

Stand for Safety after the successful
launch of its first edition last year.
The campaign is part of the app's on-
going global effort to create a safer,
friendlier and more respectful inter-
net. In response to growing digital se-
curity concerns in India, this year the
app is collaborating with the Center
for Social Research (CSR), a non-profit
organization dedicated to building a
nonviolent and inclusive society in
India, to publish  a safety manual to
raise awareness of digital safety and
empower the community to recognize
and address online hate, bullying and
discrimination. The handbook, pro-
duced in partnership with Nyaaya, an
independent open-access digital re-
source, provides simple, actionable in-
formation to educate people about
their legal rights and how to exercise
them when faced with hate and dis-
crimination in line.

“We are delighted to partner with
the Centre for Social Research and
Nyaaya to create this one-of-a-kind
safety handbook to support our com-
munity and equip them with crucial
information to recognise and combat
online abuse, discrimination and ha-
rassment. Bumble is built on the core
values of kindness, respect, inclusivi-

ty and equality, and safety has been
central to Bumble's mission from day
one. Our ‘Stand for Safety’ initiative
further demonstrates our deeper com-
mitment to creating a world where all
relationships are healthy and equi-
table.” commented Mahima Kaul,
Head of Public Policy APAC at
Bumble. The app's recent nationwide
study revealed how online harass-
ment is affecting people across the
country. Some of the most notable
findings include:

* 1 in 2 (50 percent) people have en-
countered hateful content online
and 1 in 4 women have witnessed
negative comments about their
physical appearance and abuse
against women at least once a week.

* 40 percent of people surveyed say
that they have faced online hate-
driven speech and bullying with re-
gards to discrimination against a
particular group or community
and their physical appearance.

* More than half (52 percent) of peo-

ple surveyed said they have felt
angry after facing online hate and
bullying.

* 48 percent of people say that facing
online hate and bullying has made
it hard for them to trust other peo-
ple.

* Out of this, more than half respon-
dents surveyed were women.

Jyoti Vadehra, Head, Media and
Communications at Centre for Social
Research, commented, “Equal, equi-
table and inclusive online spaces can
become a reality when we all work to-
gether. We are happy to have part-
nered with Bumble in India in their ef-
forts to make the Internet a safer and
kinder space especially for women
and other marginalised communities.
Creation of Bumble’s Safety Hand-
book is a vital step in the right direc-
tion, and the purpose is to give agency
to the users, and to empower them
with the right tools to fortify their
well-being, while navigating the on-
line space.”

Recognizing India's socio-cultural
and multilingual diversity, the app
will strive to update its policies by
adding more stop words in several
Indian regional languages ??to contin-
ue its commitment to promoting a safe
and inclusive online space.

40 percent of people have faced online hate and bullying

T he horrific killing of a Hindu tailor in Rajasthan’s Udaipur town by
two Muslim men is a reprehensible and barbaric act. The tailor,

Kanhaiya Lal, was attacked with sharp weapons (machetes) because the
shopkeeper had backed controversial comments made by former BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma on Prophet Mohammed. The men video-
graphed their attack and were later seen gloating with their weapons, is-
suing threats to even Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The gruesome mur-
der whipped up tension in the town, prompting the government to sus-
pend internet services and deploy a large posse of police forces. No word
is strong enough to condemn the horrendous beheading by two barbar-
ians, Mohammad Riyaz and Gaus Mohammad, even if they were defend-
ing Islam by beheading the poor tailor. Indeed, the most chilling aspect of
what Riyaz and Gaus did was the videography, reminiscent of ISIS-style
brutality. Clearly, what happened in Udaipur requires a multi-level and
multi-agency response. A thorough investigation by NIA into Lal’s murder,
with the state government cooperating, and quick, definitive results are
the best first responses to the act of terrorism. Interminable delays do
great harm to the cause of fighting terror, especially when social situa-
tions are volatile. The other crucial job for investigators is to figure out
whether Riyaz and Gaus are part of a deadly pattern that will emerge over
time. If that’s the case, it’s imperative that agencies are proactive in their
response. The two suspects must be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law to send a message that such acts of mediaeval brutality cannot be tol-
erated in any modern society. The manner in which the violence was cap-
tured on camera and flaunted on video, the premeditated nature of the
murder itself, and the celebration that followed — all point to the peak of a
communal volcano that India has climbed up. The Rajasthan police have
acted with alacrity and arrested the criminals, whose trial and punishment
must be quick and exemplary. The state deserves credit for swift action,
although the police should have been alive to the threat faced by Lal. The
local administration moved quickly to arrest the two men, but it must an-
swer why no action was taken when Lal complained that he had received
specific threats. Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot who has noted the
deteriorating situation, of communal hostility, in several parts of the coun-
try has requested Prime Minister Modi to issue an appeal for peace. The
BJP, on the contrary, has accused the Congress in Rajasthan of appease-
ment of a community — in a reference to Muslims, who are at the receiv-
ing end of police violence and discriminatory policy at the national level
and in many states. The Udaipur killing marks a major turn in the commu-
nal situation in India, and could potentially trigger more such violence. In
state after state, and in incident after incident, local police forces have
been found wanting even when clear indications of threats have been
available. And finally, all political parties must keep an eye on groups and
individuals who can say or do things that aggravate an already volatile sit-
uation. Unfortunately, despite leaders of various political parties, including
of the Islamic sects and, of course, AIIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi, decry-
ing the killing, there is a lurking fear that the heinous killers could be treat-
ed as heroes by a section of the Muslims.

Udaipur killing, a savage act
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Power ministry 
New Delhi: A three-
member team of the
Power Ministry visit-
ed Coal India-arm
MCL to monitor the
availability of the dry
fuel at various railway
sidings, mines and
prepare a plan for lo-
gistics to maximise
the despatch of fuel to
thermal power plants.
The development as-
sumes significance in
the wake of efforts
being made to avoid
the reoccurrence of
power outages faced
by the country at the
beginning of the sum-
mer season this year
due to the shortage of
coal supplies.

D-Mart Q1 
revenue jumps

New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported a nearly twofold
rise in its standalone
revenue from opera-
tions to Rs 9,806.89
crore for the first quar-
ter ended on June 30,
2022. The company
had revenue from op-
erations of Rs 5,031.75
crore in the April-June
quarter a year ago,
Avenue Supermarts
informed BSE in a reg-
ulatory filing.
“Standalone Revenue
from operations for the
quarter ended (QE)
June 30, 2022 stood at
Rs 9,806.89 crore,” said
Avenue Supermarts in
a regulatory filing
while sharing a 
company update at the
end of quarter.

FPI exodus 
continues 

New Delhi:

Continuing their mas-
sive selling spree for
the ninth consecutive
month, foreign in-
vestors dumped
Indian shares worth
Rs 50,203 crore in June
— the highest net out-
flow in over two years
— amid aggressive
rate hike by the US
Federal Reserve, ele-
vated inflation and
relatively higher valu-
ation of domestic eq-
uities. Foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs)
have now pulled out
around Rs 2.2 lakh
crore from domestic
equities in the first six
months of 2022 — the
highest-ever net with-
drawal by them.

Discoms 
New Delhi: Total out-
standing dues owed by
electricity distribu-
tion companies (dis-
coms) to power pro-
ducers rose by 4 per
cent year-on-year to
Rs 1,32,432 crore in
June 2022. Discoms
owed a total of Rs
1,27,306 crore to power
generation firms in
June 2021, according to
portal PRAAPTI
(Payment Ratification
And Analysis in Power
procurement for bring-
ing Transparency in
Invoicing of
generators).

Tesla’s 2Q sales
drop 

Detroit: Tesla’s sales
from April through
June fell to their low-
est quarterly level
since last fall as supply
chain issues and pan-
demic restrictions in
China hobbled produc-
tion of its electric vehi-
cles. The company on
Saturday disclosed it
sold more than 254,000
cars and SUVs from
April through June, an
18% drop from the first
three months of this
year and also well
below the pace in last
year’s final quarter.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Time has come for the
Indian pharmaceuticals
industry to move from
‘volume’ to ‘value’ leader-
ship to capture global mar-
ket and the government is
committed to supporting
companies with industry-
friendly policies, Union
minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said.

Addressing an interac-
tive session with Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance,
the Minister for
Chemicals & Fertilizers
and Health & Family
Welfare also asked the
homegrown firms to learn
from global best practices
and develop own models to
meet domestic demand
while increasing interna-
tional footprint.

“Let us move from
‘Volume’ to ‘Value’ leader-
ship to capture global
pharmaceutical market,”
an official statement said,

quoting Mandaviya.
He further said, “It is

time to accumulate knowl-
edge from global best prac-
tices in research, manufac-
turing and innovation and
develop our own models
focused on accelerating
production to meet the do-
mestic demand while in-
creasing our global foot-
print.” The minister also
pushed for making the
pharmaceutical sector
leapfrog in its growth tra-
jectory in the upcoming
years. “We already have
the required ‘man power
and brand power’ and

Indian companies today
are at an inflexion point to
capture top global posi-
tions,” he said.

Stating that India has
been acknowledged as
“pharmacy of the world”
based on its generic medi-
cines production and the
volume share in global
market, Mandaviya said it
is time to move ahead and
capture the top global posi-
tions based on the value
too. “Let us learn from
global best practices, and
develop our own models
for meeting domestic de-
mand while increasing
global footprint,” he
added. Reiterating the im-
portance of long-term
policies which provide sta-
bility to the industry, the
minister also emphasised
that the government is
committed to supporting
the pharma companies
with industry-friendly
policies and investor pro-
moting ecosystem.

Time has come for Indian 
pharmaceuticals industry to move to

value leadership: Mandaviya
New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Vedanta Group expects
its semiconductor busi-
ness turnover to be in the
range of USD 3 to 3.5 bil-
lion out of which around
USD 1 billion will come
from exports, a senior offi-
cial of the company said.

Vedanta Group’s global
managing director of dis-
play and semiconductor
business Akarsh Hebbar
told PTI that its JV part-
ner Foxconn has all the
agreements and required
technologies in place to
start making electronic
chips.

Vedanta Foxconn JV is
among three companies
that have applied for set-
ting up semiconductor
manufacturing units in
the country. Vedanta has
also applied for setting up
a display fabrication plant
to make screens that are
used for display in elec-
tronic devices. “We expect
our turnover to be in the

range of USD 3-3.5 billion
in the first phase which is
by 2026-27. This will be
from both display and
semiconductor combined.
At that time we expect
USD 1 billion to come from
exports,” Hebbar told PTI.

Vedanta Group has ear-
marked investments of up
to USD 20 billion for semi-
conductor business, and it
plans to invest USD 15 bil-
lion in the first 10 years.

This is the second at-
tempt of Vedanta Group to
enter into the semiconduc-
tor business. Earlier the
company had announced
plans to foray into the seg-
ment in 2015-16 with USD
10 billion to set up a dis-
play fab unit but it could
not get government’s ap-
proval.

Later, Vedanta acquired
Taiwan-based Avanstrate
to enter into display fab

manufacturing.
The company has now

formed a JV with electron-
ics manufacturing giant
Foxconn to set up an elec-
tronic chip manufacturing
plant.

“Foxconn is running
four foundries themselves.
They purchase USD 30-40
billion worth of semicon-
ductors. The reason we
don’t see it is because the S
group is a very small sub-
sidiary of Foxconn com-
pared to the whole of
Foxconn.

They are going to bring
this ecosystem here.
Foxconn is a fully integrat-
ed unit that can bring IPs
(Intellectual Properties)
required to make 28
nanometer technology,”
Hebbar said.

He said India’s vision is
to make 1 billion smart-
phones by 2030, 15 million
televisions and 24 million
notebooks per year by 2030
only for local consump-
tion.

Vedanta Group eyes USD 3.5 
billion turnover from chip business

Hyderabad, Jul 03:

Ram Chandra Prasad
Singh, Union Minister of
Steel, Government of
India visited the NMDC
Head Office in Hyderabad
today. Steel Minister con-
ducted a meeting with
CMD Sumit Deb,
Functional Directors and
Senior Management of
the company to review the
production performance
and future roadmap of
India’s mining major.

Encouraging the
NMDC Team, Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh
said, “I exhort you to en-
hance exploration of min-
erals using the latest tech-
nology and best industry
practices.” Steel Minister
advised NMDC to contin-
ue peripheral develop-
ment near the mines to
support the neighbouring
communities, “CSR activ-

ities in areas like educa-
tion, skill development,
health and employability
must be increased mani-
fold.”

He also directed NMDC
to make special efforts for
welfare of girl children by
providing training in
livelihood activities like
teaching, nursing, cook-
ing, computers and house-
keeping skills. Sumit Deb
apprised the Steel
Minister with NMDC’s ca-

pacity enhancement and
digital transformation
projects underway. He
said, “NMDC in its jour-
ney towards becoming a
100 MT miner will need
ambitious expansion and
investment strategy to
dive head-on into building
an iron-strong economy
for India.”

On the social commit-
ment of NMDC, he en-
sured that, “From empow-
ering women to upskilling

youth, generating employ-
ment opportunities to ad-
dressing public health,
NMDC has been a steady
pillar in enabling
progress in remote re-
gions of the country.”

Today, the Ministry of
Steel and NMDC also com-
menced celebrations of
t h e
AzadikaAmritMahotsavIc
onic Week. NMDC hosted
a Quiz Competition for its
employees to honour
India’s journey to
Independence and reflect
on our duties towards na-
tion building as public
servants. In the coming
week, NMDC will be or-
ganizing Mobile Van exhi-
bitions, Painting
Competition, Marathon,
Plantation Drive,
Seminars and Talks with
the industry stakeholders
to promote the consump-
tion of steel in India.

Steel Minister of India visits NMDC Head Office 

Chennai, Jul 03 (PTI):

French automaker
Citroen has planned to
set up 20 showrooms
across the country by the
end of this month as it
gears to unveil its latest
B-segment hatchback C3,
the company said on
Sunday.

Part of the Stellantis
Group, the company un-
veiled its latest product
offering ‘C3’ at the newly
opened La Maison
Citroen Showroom at
Mount Road, one of the
arterial roads in the city,
here, a press release said.

The showroom was
part of the company’s
network expansion with
nine such outlets located
in Chandigarh, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Bhubaneshwar,
Surat, Nagpur,

Vishakapatnam, Calicut
and Coimbatore.

“Dealer network for
Citroen India to reach 20
showrooms across India
by July 2022,” it said. “We
are excited to innovate

and launch the La
Maison Citroen in
Chennai and this show-
room is an important
milestone as we gear up
towards the launch of
our first mainstream car

the new C3,” Citroen
India Brand Head
Saurabh Vatsa said.

The Citroen C3 would
be unveiled on July 20
and would be available
for retail across La
Maison Citroen show-
rooms and also through
the official website, it
said.

The showroom would
have numerous screens,
debuting the ‘AnyTime
AnyWhere AnyDevice
AnyContent’ and a
unique high definition 3D
configurator allowing
customers to experience
the product with a 360-de-
gree view, he said.

“Pre-bookings for cus-
tomers who want to be
among the first to own
this new Citroen offering
has begun since July 1,”
he said.

Dealer network to reach 20 showrooms
across India this month: Citroen

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

The Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (DICGC) will
pay the eligible deposi-
tors of Shankarrao
Pujari Nutan Sahakari
Bank, Ichalkaranji, and
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank, Wai next month.

DICGC, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of the RBI,
provides an insurance
cover of up to Rs 5 lakh
on bank deposits.

Depositors of the two
M a h a r a s h t r a - b a s e d
banks will get the amount
credited to the alternate
bank account specified by
them, or on their consent,
to their Aadhaar-linked
bank accounts.

Eligible depositors of
Shankarrao Pujari Nutan

Sahakari Bank will get
the payment on August
10, and those of
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank on August 28, ac-
cording to a DICGC circu-
lar.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) had imposed
several restrictions, in-
cluding on withdrawals
by depositors, on these
two banks in May in the
wake of their deteriorat-
ing financial positions.

While imposing several
restrictions on
Shankarrao Pujari Nutan
Sahakari Bank, the RBI
had said that 99.84 per
cent of the depositors are
fully covered by the
DICGC insurance
scheme. In case of
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank, 99.59 per cent are

fully covered by the
DICGC insurance
scheme, the RBI had said.

Deposit insurance ex-
tended by the DICGC cov-
ers all commercial banks,
including local area
banks and regional rural
banks as well as co-opera-
tive banks in all the states
and UTs.

As at end-March 2022,
the limit of deposit insur-
ance at Rs 5 lakh fully
protected 256.7 crore de-
posit accounts (97.9 per
cent of total).

In value terms, the in-
sured deposits of Rs 81
lakh crore formed 49 per
cent of the total assess-
able deposits.

DICGC settled aggre-
gate claims of Rs 8,516.6
crore under different
channels during 2021-22.

RBI’s deposit insurance arm to pay 
depositors of two co-operative banks in Aug

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

India’s petrol and diesel
sales soared in June on
the back of the start of
cropping season, summer
travels and overall pick up
in economic activity, pre-
liminary industry data
showed.

The start of the crop-
ping season helped diesel
demand register a double-
digit growth over the pre-
pandemic period — a
record in recent years.

Diesel, the most-used
fuel in the country, saw
sales jumping 35.2 per cent
year-on-year to 7.38 mil-
lion tonnes in June.

This was 10.5 per cent
higher than sales in pre-
pandemic June 2019 and
33.3 per cent more than
June 2020. It was 11.5 per
cent higher than 6.7 mil-
lion tonnes of consump-
tion during May this year.

Industry sources attrib-
uted the pick up in diesel
demand — which first
rose above pre-pandemic
levels in April — to higher
consumption by the agri-
culture and transport sec-
tors.

Petrol sales by state-
owned fuel retailers,
which control roughly 90
per cent of the market, at
2.8 million tonnes in June
were 29 per cent higher

than the same period last
year when a devastating
second COVID-19 wave
wreaked havoc on the
economy.

This consumption was
36.7 per cent higher than
the demand in June 2020
and 16.5 per cent more
than 2.4 million tonnes of
sales in the pre-COVID
June 2019. Month-on-
month sales were up 3.1
per cent, as per the prelim-

inary data. Sources said
consumption in June was
helped by the low base ef-
fect of last year.
Consumption has been on
the rise since May when
annual summer vacations
led to higher travels.

April saw consumption
drop due to a Rs 10 per
litre hike in petrol and
diesel prices after an over
four-month hiatus.

The government had on
March 25, 2020 imposed a
nationwide lockdown to
control the spread of coro-
navirus. The complete
lockdown, which halted
mobility and crippled
business, was slowly
eased after two months.

Cooking gas, whose
prices were hiked by Rs
103.50 per cylinder since
March, saw sales rising by
a marginal 0.23 per cent to
2.26 million tonnes in
June.

India’s fuel sales soar in June
Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Buoyed by strong per-
formance in the first half
and continued positive
consumer sentiment, De
Beers India expects its
business in the current
year similar to 2021, which
the company termed the
best year for its business.

“The year 2021, the cal-
endar year, was the best
year for diamond busi-
ness. In 2021, we have not
only recovered but have
accelerated as the year has
been one of the strongest
years for the business yet,
right from mining to man-
ufacturing to trading and
eventually to retail,” De
Beers India Managing
Director Sachin Jain told
PTI virtually during its
annual Forum in Mumbai.
This year, the first six

months have been strong
and the positive consumer
sentiment continues and
the company is hopeful the
business will be similar to
last year, he added.
Forevermark contributes
around 35-40 per cent to
the overall global revenue
of the company after
China and De Beers (dia-
mond business) con-
tributes 7.5-8 per cent after
the US (50 per cent) and

China (around 17 per
cent), he said. The compa-
ny is planning to take the
total number of exclusive
operative stores in India to
30 this year, Jain said,
adding that at present it
has 14 stores. When asked
about the challenges, Jain
said, the company is wit-
nessing more opportuni-
ties than challenges and
people have become very
resilient.

De Beers positive on India; expects
business similar to last year

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

To reduce its carbon
footprint, JSW Steel has
earmarked a sum of Rs
10,000 crore to increase use
of renewable energy to re-
place thermal power and
other green initiatives, its
Chairman Sajjan Jindal
said. Various steel makers
use coal to generate ther-
mal power for captive use.

According to a Ministry
of Steel document, global-
ly, the iron and steel indus-
try accounts for around 8
per cent of total carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions.
In India, it contributes 12
per cent to the total CO2
emissions. Thus, the
Indian steel industry
needs to reduce its emis-
sions substantially in view
of the commitments made
in the COP26 climate

change conference. “We
have earmarked Rs 10,000
crore for investments to re-
duce our carbon emissions
through various initia-
tives, such as increasing
the use of renewable ener-
gy to replace thermal
power, reduce our fuel rate
through improved raw ma-
terial quality via beneficia-
tion, and deployment of
Best Available
Technologies (BAT),”

Jindal said. JSW Steel has
already contracted for 1 gi-
gawatt (GW) of renewable
energy, of which 225 MW
has become operational in
April 2022, and the balance
will come on stream in
phases, Jindal said in his
address to shareholders in
the company’s Annual
Report for FY 2021-22

He further said the ex-
pansion of the company’s
Vijayanagar plant from 12
MTPA to 19.5 MTPA is un-
derway, and capex cost is
well below global bench-
marks. The company’s on-
going expansion projects
are oriented towards pro-
ducing steel with higher
use of renewable power,
best-in-class digitalisation
to achieve operational effi-
ciency and best available
technologies to reduce as-
sociated CO2 emissions.

JSW Steel to invest Rs 10K cr to increase use of
renewable energy, reduce emissions: Sajjan Jindal BB ollywood star Sanjay

Dutt who is to appear as
an interesting character in
the upcoming Ranbir Kapoor-
starrer 'Shamshera' says as
an actor, he is submissive to
the director, and his charac-
ter Shuddh Singh is both
funny and dangerous. The
film has been directed by
Karan Malhotra.

In a BTS video released by
the makers, Sanjay Dutt is
shown preparing for the char-
acter and declaring: "I am an
actor and if I believe in a
script or character, then I
leave it to the director. His
interpretation of Shuddh
Singh, I can portray on the
screen to the best of my abil-
ities. Yes, I have my sugges-
tions that I give and it
enhances the character even
more. Shuddh Singh is funny
and dangerous. The audience
should love him!" Karan also
shared how he was able to to
direct a veteran actor like
Sanjay. He said: "I think what

happens with me is, when I
think of Sanjay sir to play a
part in my film which I am
doing, especially if it is a
negative part, a good kind
of madness grips
me from inside. It's
just that automatical-
ly I start getting ideas
of how to present him in
the most menacing and
the most unnerving way
possible." Adding to that,
Ranbir, who is playing the
protagonist in the film, said:
"He is extremely sponta-
neous and I think he behaves
like he is not working hard
but he is working hard, he is
constantly on set thinking
about it. I believe that he
does work hard though he
gives the impression that he
doesn't care, but he cares a
lot about work." The story of
'Shamshera' is set in the ficti-
tious city of Kaza, where a
warrior tribe is imprisoned,
enslaved and tortured by a
ruthless authoritarian gener-

al named Shuddh Singh. This
is the story of a man who
became a slave, a slave who
became a leader and then a
legend for his tribe. He
relentlessly fights for his

tribe's freedom and dignity.
Produced by Aditya Chopra
under the YRF banner,
'Shamshera' is being
released in theatre on July
22.

ACROSS

1. Snacks

5. Eagle’s claw

10. Wall support

14. Spanish water

15. Texas landmark

16. Grow weary

17. Fish feature

18. Metric measure

19. Boundary

20. Or ____!

21. Smooth

22. Laundry appliance

23. Thinker

25. Low grade

26. “Welcome” rug

27. Large boa

32. Less hazardous

35. Soared

36. Frying need

37. Tool

39. Strong

42. “Simpsons” bartender

43. Close tightly

45. Guinness and Baldwin

46. Not compulsory

49. Hatchet’s kin

50. Mummy name

51. Magazine items

56. Plane spotter

59. Assist a crook

60. Highway fee

61. Milky stone

62. Vine fruit

63. Dominate

64. Food shop

65. Peaks

66. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

67. Rocker ____ Clapton

68. Commandment verb

69. Lincoln’s coin

DOWN

1. Avid

2. Limber

3. Oklahoma metropolis

4. Male vendors

5. Skill

6. Breathing

7. Type of football pass

8. Harbinger

9. Neither’s mate

10. Hi-fi system

11. Neat

12. Craving

13. Forest creature

22. Christmas mo.

24. Boat paddles

25. Sunrise

28. Rocker ____ Young
29. Not any
30. ____ jockey
31. Pub drinks
32. Japanese wrestling
33. On the peak
34. Yard units
35. Pet pest
38. Doesn’t exist
40. Car for hire
41. Kind of power
44. Mobile’s state
47. Kind of type
48. Possessive pronoun
49. Vouch for
52. Ward off
53. Certain parasite
54. Actress ____ Barkin
55. Frozen raindrops
56. Was a passenger
57. One who mimics
58. Surrealism’s Salvador ____
59. Curve
62. Car fuel
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Stop being an enabler to someone you
care deeply about, Aquarius. It could be
that you’re helping to continue danger-
ous addictive behavior simply because
you want to avoid a nasty confrontation.
Realize that this is doing neither party
any good. The more you perpetuate the
lie, the more it will continue to hurt all
parties involved. Be open and honest with
your concerns.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may have found yourself having some
issues with food lately, Pisces. It could be
that your sense of self-worth isn’t at its
highest and you’re trying to make up for it
by sabotaging your relationship with your
body. Food is healthy nourishment that
you need to survive. Your body deserves
respect. You need to always give it the
proper fuel that it requires to be healthy.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If there’s an issue that needs to be brought

to the table now, feel free to do so, Aries.

Don’t hold back just to maintain a relation-

ship’s equilibrium. Don’t sacrifice your own

peace of mind just to keep from rocking the

boat. Contributing unhealthy lies to main-

tain a healthy facade doesn’t do anyone any

good. Be totally honest with yourself, your

feelings, and the people around you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The intensity of the day is apt to bring oppo-

sition that you aren’t necessarily expecting,

Taurus. Whether it’s being verbalized or not,

the confrontations are quite real. Don’t

underestimate a loved one’s emotions. Stand

up to these issues and be realistic about their

solutions. No one expects you to have all the

right answers, so don’t pretend that you do.

We’re all human and we all make mistakes.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Give your loved ones the attention they
need today, Gemini. Don’t let another day
go by without saying you love them. Life is
short and getting shorter with each pass-
ing day. Feel free to be confrontational
about a serious issue that needs to be
addressed. You’re responsible for your own
feelings. Don’t play the role of the victim.
You’ll only experience more pain and
resentment later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don’t run away from tension today, Cancer.

Any sort of emotional stress you feel will be

compounded tremendously if it isn’t dealt with

right away. Be in the moment while the

moment is here. The more you face in the pres-

ent, the less you’ll regret in the future. Clear up

any sticky situation that arises and move for-

ward. People may not understand your needs

and concerns until you verbalize them clearly.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Stop hiding behind the intellectual barrier
that you may have put up, Leo. Playing
games will get you nowhere. True strength
is being able to demonstrate that you have
the courage to say what you feel in any sit-
uation, especially regarding a close loved
one. If you need to say something, say it.
Don’t wait until the situation escalates to
an unhealthy argument before you finally
get your feelings out.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stop trying to feel everyone else’s emotions

and really feel your own, Virgo. Being empa-

thetic to others’ needs is charitable, but you

need to face the music and look at yourself.

Make a clear distinction between your needs

and those of others. Express your feelings to

those around you. Ask for help if you need it.

Other people aren’t mind readers. They

probably have no idea what you feel.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

It may seem like neither side of the bed is

the right side to wake up on, Libra. The

only solution you might be able to come

up with today is to go back to bed. Focus

on your heart because it’s trying to tell

you that it needs some attention.

Emotions may be running quite high, so

be extra careful of how you treat yourself

and others.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You could feel like you’re being double-
crossed by a loved one today, Scorpio. It
could be that your own words are being
used against you in a way that makes you
look like the bad guy. When it comes time
to make a rebuttal on your behalf, make
sure you let the other person know that
you’re confronting their behavior and not
attacking them as a person.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may say one thing one minute and the
opposite the next, Sagittarius. Usually you
can jump from one issue to another with
no problem, but today people are likely
going to call you on it. Think about what
you really mean before you say it. Don’t do
all your thinking aloud where other people
can hear. Your continuous thought process
might be mistaken for a final analysis.
Confusion could ensue.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The subtle tension in the air today might be

just what you need to make you more aware

of subconscious issues that affect your

behavior, Capricorn. You’ll find that you need

to get a lot off your chest. The more honest

you can be about the pain people have

caused you, the more loving words will be

able to flow in the future. Open the channels

of communication and let it flow.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T h e  a c t o r  i s  swe a t -
ing it out in the gym
to make sure that he
i s  a b l e  t o  c o nv i n c -
ingly pull  of f an in-
t e n s e  a c t i o n  s e -
quence for  the f i lm,
wh i c h  i n c i d e n t a l l y
h a p p e n s  t o  b e  t h e
l a s t  s t u n t  s e q u e n c e
t h a t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e
filmed.

Po s t i n g  v i d e o s  o f
h i m  wo rk i n g  o u t  i n
t h e  g y m n a s i u m ,
Vishal tweeted, "Rise
and g rind. My early
m o r n i n g  wo rko u t
sessions at 5.30 a.m.
G e a r i n g  u p  f o r  t h e
l a s t  f i g h t  s e q u e n c e
s c h e d u l e  o f

' L a t h t h i ' . "  H e  a l s o
tweeted, "Train l ike
a train. T here  is  no
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  h a r d
work."

T h e  a c t o r  a l s o
p o s t e d  a  v i d e o  i n
wh i c h  t h e  u n i t  w a s
b e i n g  b r i e f e d  ab o u t
the intense fight se-
quence  by  the  stunt
master Peter Hein.

T we e t i n g  t h e
v i d e o, Vi s h a l  s a i d ,
" Intense  f ight  scene
discussion with mas-
t e r  Pe t e r  H e i n  f o r
'Laththi '  intro  f ight
sequence."

I t  may be  recal led
that Vishal  had sus-
tained multiple hair-

l ine  fractures  while
shooting the high-oc-
t a n e  a c t i o n  s e -
q u e n c e s  fo r  t h e  c l i -
m a x  p o r t i o n  o f t h e
film.

Vi s h a l  h a d  t o  u n -
d e r g o  t re at m e n t  fo r
a  f e w  w e e k s  a t  a n
ayurvedic  treatment
centre  in  Peringode,
K e r a l a  t o  r e c o v e r
from the injuries.

T h e  c r e w  h a d  s e t
aside  30  days exclu-
sively  for  the  g rand
c l i m a x  s e q u e n c e .
N o w, t h e  u n i t  i s
looking  to  conclude
the f i lming with the
i n t r o  f i g h t  s e -
quence.

S tar Plus is becoming
one of the best desti-

nations for unique and riv-
eting content. Their new
offering 'Anandibaa aur
Emily' is one such show
set to launch soon, star-
ring the talented cast of
Jazzy Ballerini and
Kanchan Gupta in the titu-
lar roles of 'Emily' and
'Anandibaa', alongside
Mishkat Varma as 'Aarav'.

In the heart of Gujarat,
a small-town boy becomes
a 'Desi Dulha' to a 'Firangi
Bahu' who is fascinated by
their culture and lives.
This opportunistic 'Jodi'
comes as a surprise to
'Aanandi Baa', who wishes
for a 'Sanskari Bahu'.
Chaos ensues as she tries
to figure out a way to deal
with this situation. Jazzy
Ballerini on the launch of

her show, "I’m so excited
for this new journey to
begin between Emily and
viewers… we have all
worked so hard so that the
audience will love it. I’m

really excited for the
launch of my first Indian
tv show." Mishkat Varma
on the launch of his new
show, "I am excited to see
the launch of our show

'Anandibaa aur Emily. It's
truly a great experience to
have Jazzy with us on the
set. She brings so much
fun and laughter and
there's never a dull mo-
ment. I would like our fans
and viewers to see the
same on the show."

We are curious to know
how they restore the bal-
ance between their lives
and if at all there's a possi-
bility of peaceful living.
What will be Aarav's situa-
tion amidst all the push-
and-pull between his
'Firangi Dulhan' and his
orthodox mother?

Stay tuned to find out
as the show 'Anandibaa
aur Emily' is set to
launch on 4th of July at
6:30 PM, only on Star
Plus!

Star Plus launches ‘Anandibaa aur Emily’  

T his week, the
characters of

&TV in the show Baal
Shiv, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai will test
the emotions to enter-
tain the audience.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Anita

Bhabi shares, “Anita's
(Vidisha Srivastava)
friend Meenal informs
her that in Meri Chant
Saheli 's article it is
mentioned that they
must test their hus-
band's af fection to-
wards their wife. They
need to have an affair.

If the husband cries,
gets possessive, and is
jealous, then the love
is real. To test
Vibhuti's (Aasif
Sheikh) love for her,
Anita requests Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) to
fake an affair, but, be-
cause of his over-ex-
citement and unstable
emotions, Anita drops
him as an option.
Later, Anita meets
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi) and con-
vinces him to have a
fake af fair with her.
Happu becomes happy
as his dream comes
true. Will Vibhuti be
able to pass this test?”.

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every
Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Sanjay Dutt: 
'Shuddh Singh' is funny
and dangerous at the

same time

Emotions at stake in &TV shows 

Vishal gears up to ensure intro fight sequence of 'Laththi' is spot-on
Actor Vishal, who will next be seen playing the lead in

director Vinoth Kumar's upcoming film 'Laththi',

seems to be leaving no stone unturned to make sure

that the action sequences in the film come out spot-on.

WW hile in his 10 years of career in Bollywood, he is known for being part of all the main-

stream commercial potboilers and pop-corn entertainment, Varun Dhawan is also the

actor who worked in films like 'Badlapur', 'October' and now working with filmmakers like

Nitesh Tiwari and Amar Kaushik. The actor shares how he has reached the stage of his career

where he is choosing to work with filmmakers who would give him challenges to grow as a cre-

ative person. Keeping the pressure of his latest released 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' aside, the actor opens

up.Varun said: "When you are part of a big-budget commercial film, it is only natural that the

pressure is huge and we all want to play safe to recover the investment. But that at times could

stop my growth as an actor, as a performer. When I worked with Soojit da in 'October' and

Sriram sir in 'Badlapur' they helped me to discover a side of me as an actor that I did not know;

it was challenging and they pushed me to extract something different." "When we are working

on a content-heavy film, we take the liberty of doing more experimental work. If it is a com-

paratively smaller budget film, the risk is lesser. I am always trying to balance that." "Having

said that, I am also aware that if I am becoming part of any film, chances are, that critics and

trade analysts would think it's a commercial film and they would expect a certain number from

it. Not all films are for number games, some are small, beautiful heartwarming. 'October' was

that," said the actor. Recently Varun finished shooting for 'Stree' famed director Amar

Kaushik's upcoming directorial 'Bhediya' that is produced by Dinesh Vijan and it is also star-

ring Kriti Sanon. "We shot the film in the North-Eastern part of India and it is a unique story.

We shot in some beautiful unseen locations and it is also a VFX-heavy film. It is not a small

budget film but surely a very different one. Then I will start shooting with Nitesh Tiwari for

'Bawaal'," he said. Highlighting how he is changing strategy in choosing projects now, Varun

mentioned: "I am trying to work with filmmakers who will give me creative challenges. I have

done commercial potboilers. I have built an emotional connection with my audience. Now that

the audience is evolving, it is time that I also evolve, focusing on experimental content. I think

these days, audiences come to the theatre for directors, or to watch the combination of direc-

tor-actor. With Amar and Nitesh sir, I would also like to create such an equation."

Varun
Dhawan:
Finding
balance
between
content

and 
commerce

is 
toughest
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Birmingham, Jul 03 (PTI):

India were 37 for one in
their second innings
against England on the
third day of the resched-
uled fifth Test here on
Sunday. Having taken a
first-innings lead of 132
runs, the visitors have ex-
tended their overall lead
to 169 with plenty of
wickets remaining. India
bowled out England for
284 in their first innings.

Jonny Bairstow was
the most successful bat-
ter for England as he
smashed 106 off 140 balls.
He added 66 with skipper
Ben Stokes (25) before
forging a 92-run partner-
ship with Sam Billings
(36). The Indians’ made
416 all out in their first
innings.

Earlier  India pacer
Shardul Thakur more
than made up for drop-
ping a regulation skier by
dismissing Ben Stokes

but Jonny Bairstow took
the attack back to the op-
position camp with an
unbeaten 91 to steer
England to 200 for six at
lunch.

Stokes (25) and
England’s man of the mo-
ment Bairstow added 66
for the sixth wicket be-
fore Indian captain
Jasprit Bumrah pro-
duced a moment of inspi-
ration on the field, taking
a diving screamer off
Thakur’s bowling to dis-
miss his opposite num-
ber.

The dismissal couldn’t
have come at a more op-
portune time for India
after an attacking field
seemed counter-pro-
ductive as seven
b o u n d a r i e s
came between
overs 33 and
36. In fact, in a
spell of 10
m i n u t e s ,
Stokes was

dropped twice, first by
Shardul, who couldn’t
latch on to a skier when
the English skipper had
shimmied down the track
only to mistime it.

The second chance was
off the delivery before

the dismissal
when he flat-
batted Shardul
straight to

Bumrah at mid-
off and to every-
one’s horror, he

missed a regulation
catch.

But instead of being
discreet, Stokes did a re-
peat act only to find that
the Indian skipper hold-
ing on to a much tougher
chance.

For Bairstow (12x4,
2x6), who seemed to be
struggling during the

final hour on second day,
did play and miss during
the first 20 minutes.

Former India skipper
Virat Kohli had some-
thing to say to Bairstow
about his ‘play and miss’
game and the England
batter wasn’t someone to
take the stuff lying down.

Post that altercation,
Bairstow started chanc-
ing his arms as he played
a lot of lofted shots over
mid-off and clipped a few
towards mid-wicket
boundary.

While Thakur got the
prized scalp of Stokes,
Bairstow did hand him
some harsh punishment
with a ramp shot followed
by a square drive.

There was also a regal
pick-up pull for maxi-
mum off Mohammed
Siraj’s bowling.

There were two more
sixes off Thakur’s bowl-
ing as the session be-
longed to England.

India take 132 runs first
innings lead vs England

Jonny Bairstow is all
pumped up after scoring

his century.

Pallekele, Jul 03 (PTI):

The Indian women’s
cricket team would look
for some stability from its
top-order, especially open-
ers, as the visitors aim to
seal the three-match ODI
series against Sri Lanka in
the second game here on
Monday.

After clinching the pre-
ceding T20 series 2-1, India
have taken a 1-0 lead in the
ODI series by winning the
low-scoring first match by
four wickets with 72 balls
to spare.

Despite the comfortable
win, the Indian think tank
would be a little concerned
about the opening pair of
vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana and young
Shafali Verma.

Both the batters have
got a few runs but have not
been able to translate
them into big scores.

The duo has failed to
build a decent partnership
in the tour so far, denying
the team from electrifying
starts which it is known
for. And both Mandhana
and Verma would be gun-
ning for a big score with
just two matches remain-

ing in the tour. Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, on the
other hand, seems to be
relishing her role, scoring
runs and providing break-
throughs with her part-
time off-spin. The Indian
bowlers, especially the
slower ones, are simply en-

joying the low and slow Sri
Lankan tracks and have
played a crucial role in the
team’s victories on the
tour

Right-arm medium
pacer Renuka Singh ex-
celled with figures of 3 for
29, however, it was Deepti

Sharma’s (3/25) off-breaks
that broke Sri Lanka’s
backbone and restricted
the hosts to 171 all out in
the first ODI.

While the Indian
bowlers have excelled on
the tour, the batters have
been plagued by inconsis-

tencies. Verma, once
again, squandered a prom-
ising start as the top order
crumbled while chasing a
modest total in the open-
ing ODI.

The middle order com-
prising the likes of
Harmanpreet, Harleen
Deol, Deepti, who showed
her all-round capabilities
and Pooja Vastrakar
bailed India out in the
opener.

Sri Lanka, on the other
hand, would hope skipper
Chamari Athapaththu can
inspire the side with the
bat after a relative poor
show so far.

The likes of opener
Hasini Perera, Harshitha
Samarawickrama and
Nilakshi de Silva have bat-
ted well but need to stitch
partnerships.

On the bowling front,
left-arm spinner Inoka
Ranaweera has shone
bright but will need more
support from her col-
leagues.

Sri Lanka lost the ODI
series against Pakistan
last month and would look
to avoid a second consecu-
tive series loss in the for-
mat.

Openers in focus as India look to seal 
series against Sri Lanka in 2nd ODI

Birmingham, Jul 03 (PTI):

Senior India all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja feels scor-
ing a hundred in tough
English conditions will
not only enhance his repu-
tation as a batter but will
also serve as a big confi-
dence booster going for-
ward in his career.

Jadeja hit 104 off 194 de-
liveries and together with
Rishabh Pant (146 off 111
balls) shared 222 runs for
the sixth wicket to rescue
India from 98 for five in
their first innings in the
rescheduled fifth and final
Test against England here.

“I am very happy that I
scored a hundred outside
India and that too in

England. It is a big thing
as a player.

“For me, I take this hun-
dred as a confidence boost-
er to score a hundred in
England in swinging con-
ditions,” Jadeja said after
the third’s day play at
Edgbaston after scoring
his first overseas century.

Jadeja, who has come of
age in terms of his batting
in the last few years, said
the key to success for a bat-
ter in England is the sheer
ability to judge the ball.

“In England you need to
play close to your body be-
cause if you try to play
cover drives and square
drives there are chances
that you may get out
caught behind or in the

slips.
“So my focus was to

leave balls which are out-
side off stump. I thought of
hitting the ball if it was
pitched close to me.
Luckily the balls I picked
were in my areas. You
need to know your off
stump and leave the ball
which is pitched outside
off stump,’ he said about
his knock, only the second
Test century of his ca-
reer.”

Jadeja said a disciplined
approach is also a vital fac-
tor in succeeding on
swing-friendly English
conditions as a batter.

“In these conditions the
ball swings so you need to
bring in discipline in your
batting. You have to play
picking the balls which
are on fourth and fifth
stumps. In 40, 50 or 70 you
can get out to a good ball.

“I was just thinking that
if I get a good ball I can do
nothing but at least I
should try not to play a
bad shot and not go in
search of boundaries. If
the ball is in my range and
my areas I will hit that,”
he said.

The fiery all-rounder

Century in England is 
always special: Jadeja

Wimbledon, Jul 03 (AP):

Nick Kyrgios cursed at
the Wimbledon chair um-
pire and asked, Are you
dumb? He demanded to
see a Grand Slam supervi-
sor after questioning why
his opponent, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, didn’t forfeit
their ever-contentious,
never-boring match for an-
grily hitting a ball into the
stands after dropping the
second set.

Unsatisfied with the re-
sponse, Kyrgios asked,
What are you talking
about, bro? Then came
this: Bro, bring out more
supervisors. I’m not done.
Bring ‘em all out. I don’t
care. I’m not playing until
we get to the bottom of
this.

Narrator: He did contin-
ue to play Saturday. And
the unpredictable, unseed-
ed Kyrgios won 6-7 (2), 6-4,
6-3, 7-6 (7) to reach the
fourth round at the All
England Club for the first
time since 2016 then was
criticized by the No. 4-
seeded Tsitsipas for hav-
ing a very evil side.

It’s constant bullying.
That’s what he does. He
bullies the opponents, said
Tsitsipas, the 2021 French
Open runner-up, who also
lost to Kyrgios on grass at
a tournament in Halle,
Germany, last month. He
was probably a bully at

school himself. I don’t like
bullies. There was more,
so much more, from un-
derarm serves hit by the
Kyrgios including one be-

tween his legs to the three
shots purposely smacked
right at him by Tsitsipas.
A total of three code viola-
tions were called by chair

umpire Damien
Dumusois, one on Kyrgios
for an audible obscenity,
and two on Tsitsipas for
ball abuse, earning a point
penalty.

Told of Tsitsipas’ bully
comment, Kyrgios
laughed and shook his
head.

He was the one hitting
balls at me. He was the one
who hit a spectator. ... I did-
n’t do anything. Apart
from me going back and
forth with the umpire, I
did nothing toward
Stefanos today that was
disrespectful, I don’t
think, Kyrgios said at his
news conference, wearing
a T-shirt with former NBA
player Dennis Rodman’s
name on it.

If he’s affected by that
today, then that’s what’s
holding him back, Kyrgios
said about Tsitsipas.
Because someone can just
do that, and that’s going to
throw him off his game
like that? I just think it’s
soft.

There even was some
terrific tennis along the
way, with the players com-
bining for 118 winners. It
all took 3 hours, 17 min-
utes, with nary a dull mo-
ment, and finished so late
that the retractable roof at
No. 1 Court was shut and
the artificial lights turned
on midway through the
fourth set.

Kyrgios beat Tsitsipas after Wimbledon hubbub

Indian men 
win gold,

women silver 
BBaannggaalloorree,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII)):: Indian
ultra runners stole the show in
the IAU 24H Asia and Oceania
Championships, winning the
men’s individual and team
titles at the Kanteerava
Stadium here. Led by the for-
midable Amar Singh Devanda,
the Indian men’s team clocked
a combined total of 739.959 km
over the scheduled 24 hours,
starting from 8 am on
Saturday, to comfortably clinch
the gold medal.

Amar Singh managed a per-
sonal best of 258.418 km,
which was over 18 kilometres
more than his previous most.

He was followed home by
Saurav Kumar Ranjan
(242.564) and Geeno Antony
(238.977) to make it a clean
sweep for India in the
Individual Championships.

Australia (628.405) and
Chinese Taipei (563.591)
clinched the second and third
positions. On Sunday, the
Indian women’s team put up a
strong performance to secure
the second position. Together,
they ran an impressive 570.70
km, threatening the eventual
winners all through the day.

Australia, however, clinched
the first position with 607.63
kms. Chinese Taipei took the
third position with 529.082.

Wimbledon, Jul 03 (AP):

Roger Federer returned
to Wimbledon as the All
England Club prepared to
celebrate the centenary of
Centre Court.

Federer has won eight
Wimbledon titles a men’s
singles record but is not
playing at the grass-court
tournament for the first
time since his debut in
1999. The 20-time Grand
Slam champion was

dressed in a dark suit and
white sneakers as he
walked the grounds to-
ward Centre Court.
Federer said earlier this
year that any tournament
comeback from his knee
surgery last year will not
be until at least the late
summer. The 40-year-old
Swiss hasn’t played since
losing in the quarterfinals
at Wimbledon a year ago
in his 22nd appearance in
the tournament.

8-time champion
Federer pays a visit

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII))::

Indian captain Rohit Sharma is
finally out of isolation after
having tested negative for
COVID-19 and will now be
available for the opening game
of the white-ball series against
England in Southampton on
July 7. The 35-year-old all-for-
mat captain missed out on
playing the rescheduled fifth
Test against England as he
tested positive on the second
day of the four-day warm-up
game against Leicestershire.
“Yes, Rohit has tested negative
and as per medical protocols is
now out of quarantine.
However, he is not playing
today’s T20 warm-up game
against Northamptonshire as

he will need some recovery
time and training ahead of first
T20I,” a senior BCCI official
told PTI. As per medical proto-
col, any player, who is out of
quarantine, needs to undergo
mandatory cardiovascular
tests to check the lung capaci-
ty and how it is functioning
post COVID-19. 

The Indian team was des-
perate to play Rohit but he
tested positive thrice before
the game day and hence India
had a new captain in Jasprit
Bumrah. While Rohit will play
from the first game of the
white ball series, the likes of
Virat Kohli, Bumrah, Rishabh
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja will
be available from the second
game onwards.

Rohit Sharma
out of isolation after

testing negative

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Indian runner Parul
Chaudhary smashed the
national record at the
Sound Running meet in
Los Angeles as she became
the first athlete from the
country to clock a sub-
nine minute time in the
women’s 3000m event.

The 27-year-old
Chaudhary covered the
distance in 8:57.19 to finish
third on Saturday night.

With her latest effort,
Chaudhary, who specialis-
es in steeplechase, broke
Suriya Loganathan’s
record of 9:04.5s, set six
years ago in New Delhi.

Chaudhary was trailing
at fifth spot in the the race,
but the Indian gained mo-
mentum in last two laps to
claim a podium finish.

The 3000m is a non-
Olympic event in which
the Indians don’t often
compete in.

Chaudhary is also in the
Indian team for the World
Championships in
Oregon, USA, starting
later this month. She will
be competing in the
women’s 3000m steeple-
chase event.

She had won the gold in
women’s 3000m steeple-
chase at the nationals held
last month in Chennai.

Parul Chaudhary
sets new 3000m

national record in LA

Indian Army personnel lay a wreath on the mortal remains of Army soldier Prashanta Deb, who was killed in a landslide
in Noney district of Manipur, during a ceremony in Agartala, Sunday.

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY

Srinagar, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Proper security arrange-
ments are in place for this
year's Amarnath Yatra,
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said on
Sunday, amid reports of a
higher threat perception for
the pilgrimage. He said the
administration and the peo-
ple of the union territory
have joined hands together
to make the yatra a safe and
successful event.

Security forces have coor-
dinated in a better way and
I can say that one of the
best arrangements regard-
ing security are in place
(for yatra) and by the grace
of God, everything is going
on well, Sinha told re-

porters here. Security agen-
cies have flagged a higher
threat perception for this
year's yatra. Three-tier se-
curity arrangements have
been put in place with the
deployment of more per-
sonnel on the routes lead-
ing to the holy cave shrine

of Amarnath in south
Kashmir Himalayas. Yatris
who have come from differ-
ent parts of the country are
satisfied with the arrange-
ments and the way the peo-
ple have welcomed them,
they have kept their tradi-
tion alive, Sinha said.
Asked if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will come
for the pilgrimage this year,
he said everyone who wants
to come will be welcomed.
Whether he (PM) will come
or not, I cannot say any-
thing on that, but we should
keep in mind that if any
VIP comes here, the yatris
should not face any incon-
venience. Our focus is on
yatris -- a common man
who comes because of his
faith, the Lt Governor said.

To a question about the
number of pilgrims who
have visited the holy cave
so far, Sinha said, I think
the numbers are over 50,000
and it is increasing continu-
ously. In response to a query
about trucks carrying es-
sentials as well as tourists
facing difficulties on the
Srinagar-Jammu national
highway due to the yatra, he
said the administration is
trying to improve the situa-
tion. There is a marked im-
provement. We are trying to
facilitate (trucks carrying)
perishable goods, and
tourists as well. Traffic will
also move in the right man-
ner. A directive has been
passed that fruits and veg-
etables exported from here
are allowed smoothly.

Book tells stories of people 
negotiating a grim world

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): 

V Sanjay Kumar set up a
finance company and a
software enterprise, and
partnered with an art
gallery before he began
writing at the age of 50 in
2010. Now, he has authored
his fifth book - a collection
of stories most of which
have featured in award
lists in the UK and
Australia.

The stories in "Ruffled
Feathers", published by
Bloomsbury, attend to men
and women making their
way through a grim world
filled with sharp corners.
But they do so with deep
tenderness and wry
amusement, exquisitely
balancing absurdity with

pathos. "The Forecaddie",
the opening story in the
book, won the Bridport
Prize for Short Story in
2018. It is about Yuva who
had grown up as a caddie
who goes ahead of golfers
to see where the balls fall.

"The Gymkhana was his
home course... During
practice sessions, players
stood in a line and teed off,
shouting fore. Yuva and
his young friends ran
holding their heads,
picked up the balls and
placed them in buckets,"
the story goes.

Yuva also liked going on
rounds as a forecaddie.

"The Gymkhana was a
links course with evil
rough, tall, unkempt grass
where balls could easily

get lost. Yuva stood a hun-
dred yards ahead of the
players and tracked where
the ball went. Golfers em-
ployed a forecaddie be-
cause the cost was lower
than the cost of a new golf

ball. A lost ball also meant
a penalty, and on occasion
a penalty meant a lost bet,"
Kumar writes.

The story goes on to say
how Yuva like his father
became a full-time caddie,
got a retainer from Big
Man (who used his money
and fame to try to become
the best player but all in
vain), and most evenings
he drank himself into a
stupor. Among the other
stories in the anthology
are "The Scarecrow",
which talks of an old man
who is suddenly able to
curse to death those who
annoy him, and "Acid",
which is about an English-
speaking thief who has
long conversations with
his tied-up victims.

‘Kolkata Port evaluating bidders’ suggestions
for mega riverfront beautification project’

Kolkata, Jul 03 (PTI): 

In a bid to fructify a
major riverfront beautifi-
cation and commercial de-
velopment project near the
iconic Howrah bridge
here, the Kolkata Port is
evaluating suggestions of
prospective bidders re-
ceived after inviting ex-
pression of interests for
the initiative, a top official
said on Sunday.

The project, which is in
line with the government's
Maritime India Vision
2030 and its plan to mone-
tise assets of public sector
entities, could bring in-
vestment of hundreds of
crores and open another
revenue stream for the
Kolkata Port, now known
as Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, he said.

"There is good response
from prospective bidders
for the proposed Hooghly
riverfront development
project around the
Armenian ghat. They have
suggested some changes in
bid terms and conditions
which we are evaluating.
We will take necessary ac-
tion in this regard for a
win-win proposition,"
SMP (Kolkata Port) chair-
man Vinit Kumar told PTI
in a telephonic interview.

The port intends to de-
velop an iconic riverfront
commercial complex' with
robust infrastructure at
the prime business district
and vantage point of
Kolkata city on Strand
Road surrounding the
Armenian Ghat. It has ex-
tended the last date for sub-
mission of bids by a month

to August 1 to accommo-
date the proposed changes,
he said.

With the invitation of ex-
pression of interests, we
are trying to find which
model would be the best
suited for the project so
that it would bring the
maximum private invest-
ment. The suggestions will
help us decide the most
suitable model for execu-
tion, Kumar said.

According to the EoI doc-
ument, the proposed devel-
opment is supposed to be
executed either through a
30-year land lease model or
on a public-private part-
nership mode. If a 30-year
lease for the land parcels is
considered, the base price
excluding taxes will be ap-
proximately Rs 62 crore,"
an official said.

Bengaluru, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Urging his rival, BJP-led
NDA's candidate for presi-
dential polls, Droupadi
Murmu to make an affir-
mation that she will not be
a "rubber stamp
Rashtrapati", Yashwant
Sinha, the joint candidate
of opposition parties on
Sunday expressed con-
cerns about accusations
being leveled against the ju-
diciary.

Noting that filthiest ac-
cusations are being levelled
against the judiciary, fol-
lowing certain observa-
tions made by it against the
former spokesperson of the
BJP- Nupur Sharma, he
termed it as unprecedent-
ed, and a very sad develop-
ment in India's democracy.

The former Union
Minister also accused the
central government of mis-
using agencies like ED,

CBI, Income Tax to fix po-
litical opponents.

Sinha, who is in
Bengaluru as part of his
poll campaign, attended the
Congress Legislature Party
meeting here, that was at-
tended by Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Congress Legislature Party
leader Siddaramaiah, state
party chief D K
Shivakumar, host of party
leaders and legislators.

Pointing out that two
days ago the Supreme
Court of India came out
with certain observations
against a former BJP
spokesperson and subse-
quently the Chief Justice
of India N V Ramana said
at a function that the
'Judiciary is answerable to
the Constitution and
Constitution alone', he
said, "I welcome this state-
ment, this very firm and

clear statement from the
highest Court of the land
and I congratulate the
Chief Justice for making
this assertion."

"...unfortunately after
the Supreme Court made
certain observations
against the former
spokesperson of the BJP,
you and I are aware that in
the social media the
Judiciary has not only
come in for criticism, it has
come in for accusations,
the filthiest accusations
are being leveled against
the judiciary, this is un-
precedented, this is a very
very sad development in
our democracy," he told re-
porters after the CLP meet.

"We all hold the judici-
ary in high esteem and we
can't say that we agree with
one order of the judiciary,
but we don't accept another
order of the judiciary,"
Sinha further said.

Malappuram (Kerala), Jul 03 (PTI): 

Team India is one where
everyone comes together
irrespective of their reli-
gion, language or commu-
nity to overcome chal-
lenges before the country
and not one which is divid-
ed as the ruling dispensa-
tion at the Centre alleged-
ly believes, Congress
leader and Wayanad MP
Rahul Gandhi said on
Sunday.

Speaking at an event for
honouring Santosh
Trophy winners and dis-
tributing football jerseys
to various teams in
Malappuram district of
Kerala, Gandhi said just
like a football or cricket
team, which requires all
its players to play as a unit

to win, India too is a team
whose success is "based on
all its people, all the reli-
gions, all the languages,
the States and all the com-
munities" here coming to-
gether.

"That is what team
India is. However, we have
a ruling dispensation

which does not under-
stand this. They think by
dividing India along reli-
gious lines, language
lines, community lines,
Team India can be suc-
cessful. You can see the re-
sult of hatred and divi-
sion. You can see the eco-
nomic collapse that has
taken place. You can see
the joblessness that is ap-
parent to every single per-
son," he said.

"Therefore, my advice to
you is that the same way
you treat your fellow play-
ers in the team, treat all
Indians as a team. Carry
everybody together.
Regardless of where they
come from, regardless of
their religion, language or
community, treat them all
the same. Then Team

India will overcome all the
challenges before it," the
Congress MP
said.Gandhi, in his
speech, further said that
the only India possible
was a "secular India".

"There is no other India
that is possible. An India
that is divided along reli-
gious lines, that is divided
along linguistic lines, is no
longer India. An India
where people feel humiliat-
ed because of the State they
come from, the religion they
follow or the language they
speak, this is not the true
India. India is a union of all
States, religions, languages
and communities and India
exists only if every person
who belongs here feels com-
fortable here," the Congress 
MP said.
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A goat-seller waits for customers ahead of the Eid al-Adha festival, in Udaipur, Sunday.

Varsities caught in Centre-state
political tussle over appointments

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Universities and their
administrations in many
parts of the country are
caught in the middle of
what is essentially a politi-
cal tussle between the
NDA government at the
Centre and non-NDA-led
state governments. The ap-
pointment of Vice
Chancellors in universi-
ties has become a major
flash point in the con-
frontation between these
state governments and the
Centre-deputed governors.

Grievances and allega-
tions such as appoint-
ments being held under
political influence, biases
and disregard for excel-
lence have also caused a
stir on certain campuses,
turning them into a politi-
cal battleground. At the
Centre, the president is the
honorary head of most in-

stitutions. The president
appoints the head of the
central institution from
the panel suggested by the
central ministry. But at the
state level, the governor is
the chancellor of a state-
run university.

In some states, the gov-
ernor appoints the vice-
chancellor or head of the
institution directly, while
in others they select from
the panel suggested by the
state government.
Experts from the academ-
ic fraternity fear the tus-
sle is going to deepen fur-
ther due to greater politi-
cal polarisation that is
bound to impact VC ap-
pointments and the auton-
omy of institutions.

"There is an ongoing
power tussle between the
state governments and the
governor. There has been
no consultation and no
feedback is taken from the

state government or before
the appointments. ''It (VC
appointments) has become
political appointments, the
tussle is deepening," said
Miranda House professor
and former member of
DU's Academic Council
Abha Dev Habib.

"The governors all are
BJP people sitting in the
states. They are appointing
as VCs only those close to
them," she alleged. Habib
said the appointments
should be made respecting
the cultural space of a uni-
versity but it is not being
done. "If the central gov-
ernment will continue to
marginalise the states then
there will be be unrest and
this tussle will deepen,"
she added.

According to a top offi-
cial at the Centre for
Policy Research, similar
issues persisted in the past
too and academic institu-

tions should be free of any
political interference. The
tussle is not new. It has
been there during previ-
ous regimes too. The need
of the hour is to find a
third way that pacifies all
stakeholders and im-
proves the academic in-
tegrity of India.

"If we want the academ-
ic institutions to be
known for academic excel-
lence globally, we need to
think beyond CMs and
governors as chancellors,"
he said. JNU professor
Ayesha Kidwai believes
the debate is not about
whether the state or the
governor should be given
control but about the au-
tonomy of universities.
"The actual stakeholders -
the academic people asso-
ciated with the university
- should be given the
power to make the educa-
tional decisions.

EID AL-ADHA PREPARATIONS

SP dissolves all
national and state

exec bodies
LLuucckknnooww,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII))::
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav Sunday dis-
solved the party's all national,
state and district executive
bodies including the youth and
the women's wing, days after
the SP lost two Lok Sabha
seats considered its bastions to
the BJP in bypolls. Though the
party has not given any reason
for the decision, which comes
into effect immediately, it is
seen as an attempt to revamp
the organisation after the drub-
bing on Rampur and Azamgarh
seats. The SP's Uttar Pradesh
president Naresh Uttam will,
however, continue to remain in
his position, the party said. In a
tweet, the SP said Yadav has
dissolved the national, state
and districts units of all party
cells including the youth and
women wings. "He has also
dissolved the national, state
and district executives."

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): I
have given prime years of
my life to the university
and now I am living in the
constant fear of losing my
job, says a Delhi University
teacher, summing up the
plight of hundreds of
English teachers who are
fearing job loss due to the
implementation of
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
(UGCF) from the 2022-23 ac-
ademic session. The Delhi
University's Executive
Council in February ap-
proved UGCF-2022 formu-
lated in accordance with
the National Education
Policy. Several teachers op-
posed the proposed struc-
ture of the UGCF, saying
that the Ability
Enhancement Courses
(AEC) are offered only in
the languages included in
the eighth schedule of the
Constitution and that does
not include English.

Affirm she won’t be ‘rubber stamp Rashtrapati’

‘Team India is one where people
are united, not divided’

Sinha urges Murmu DU English teachers
fear job loss under

new curriculum

'Proper security arrangements 
in place for Amarnath Yatra’



ED summon
MMuummbbaaii:: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has summoned for-
mer Mumbai police com-
missioner Sanjay Pandey
on July 5 in connection
with a money laundering
case, an official from the
Central agency said on
Sunday. The summons
were sent on Saturday to
Pandey, who retired from
the police force on June
30, the ED official added.

Murder
AAggrraa:: The bodies of a 70-
year-old man and his wife
were found with injury
marks at their house in
Uttar Pradesh’s Agra dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. The family members
have alleged that the sus-
pects entered the house
with an intention of loot-
ing the couple as cash
and jewellery worth lakhs
of rupees were missing.

Mishap
KKoottaa::  A deputy general
manager at the Lalitpur
power plant, who was en
route to Rajasthan from
Uttar Pradesh to meet his
daughters, was killed
after his car overturned
on National Highway-27,
police said on Sunday.
Satish Kumar Sharma
(42), a native of Deoria in
Uttar Pradesh, was driv-
ing to Kota, where his
daughters are preparing
for NEET-UG, when his
car rammed into a divider
near Jamuniya Khaal. 

Police firing 
SSiillcchhaarr::  Two persons,
accused of various
crimes, were killed in
police firing while
allegedly trying to escape
custody in Assam’s
Cachar district, a top
police officer said on
Sunday. One of the two
featured in the list of
most-wanted persons’ in
the district for his pur-
ported involvement in
extortion, kidnapping,
dacoity and vehicle-lifting
cases, Cachar
Superintendent of Police
Ramandeep Kaur said.

Arrest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Three men
were arrested from
Rajasthan for allegedly
duping people on the pre-
text of providing them
jobs in private airlines,
police said on Sunday.
The accused were identi-
fied as Jagmohan Sharma
(34), Abhishek Verma
(32) and Purkha Ram
(24), all residents of
Rajasthan, they said,
adding that the fraud-
sters would post fake job
advertisements on social
media platforms.

Factory fire
JJaaiippuurr::  A fire broke out in
a chemical factory in a
densely populated area in
Jaipur on Sunday, but it
was put out with the help
of 15 fire tenders before
it could reach a LPG
cylinder godown close by,
officials said. 

TOURISTS AT TAJ

Tourists visit the Taj Mahal on a hot and humid day, in Agra, Sunday.
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A sadhu with monkeys waits
outside a base camp of

Amarnath Yatra, at Bhagwati
Nagar in Jammu, Sunday.
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Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Giving a clarion call to
BJP workers to make
India “shreshtha” (great),
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted on Sunday
that the party’s goal
should be “fulfilment of
all” as against the opposi-
tion’s politics of appease-
ment.

Addressing the BJP na-
tional executive meeting
here, Prime Minister Modi
also said the country was
fed up with dynastic poli-
tics and dynastic political
parties and added that it
would be difficult for such
parties to survive long. At
a press conference, senior
party leader Ravi Shankar
Prasad referred to various
points raised by the prime
minister in his speech. He
outlined the evolution of
the BJP and explained
“the duty we owe to the

country and its people”.
Referring to Hyderabad as

“Bhagyanagar”, Modi said
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
laid the foundation of “Ek
Bharat” (United India) by
integrating the region into
the Union and it is the
BJP’s historical obligation
to build ‘Shreshtha
Bharat’.

Without naming any-
one, Modi said the parties
which ruled India for long
are in terminal decline
now. “We should not mock
them but learn from their
mistakes,” Prasad quoted
Modi as having told the
gathering. The prime min-
ister also hit back at oppo-
sition parties for question-
ing the BJP’s democratic
credentials and asked
what is the status of
democracy within their
organisations.

Modi asked BJP work-
ers to undertake a ‘Sneh
Yatra’ and reach out to all
sections of society.

Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Asserting that the next
30 to 40 years will be the
era of the BJP which will
make India a “vishwa
guru” (world leader), its
senior leader Amit Shah
said on Sunday the party
will end “family rule” in
Telangana and West
Bengal and also form gov-
ernments in states where
power has so far remained
out of its reach.

In his address at the BJP
national executive meet-
ing while proposing politi-
cal resolution, the Union
home minister called for
ending the politics of dy-
nasty, casteism and ap-
peasement and cited the
party’s win in a string of
recent polls as an endorse-
ment of its “politics of de-
velopment and perform-
ance”. He identified south-
ern India as the region for
its next round of growth,
and said the opposition
had become disjointed and

dispirited with members
of the Congress fighting
for democracy within
their organisation as its
ruling family clung to its
position. He also hailed as
“historic” the recent
Supreme Court verdict
dismissing a plea challeng-
ing the Special
Investigation Team’s (SIT)
clean chit to 64 people, in-
cluding then chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi, in the
2002 Gujarat riots case.
The court had also come
down hard on the petition-
ers. The apex court has ex-
posed opposition parties, a
section of media and some
NGOs for their conspiracy
to defame Modi, he said.

The BJP leader said
Modi received insults,
maintained silence while
facing the SIT and kept his
faith in the Constitution
while contrasting this
with the Congress’ at-
tempt to spread “anarchy”
after its leader Rahul
Gandhi was summoned by

the Enforcement
Directorate in the
National Herald case. The
opposition party had
launched nationwide
protests, blaming the rul-
ing party’s vendetta for the
probe against its top func-
tionaries. Briefing re-
porters on Shah’s speech,
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said Modi never did the
kind of “drama” that
Gandhi has done while
facing a lawful investiga-
tion. The home minister
said Modi drank all the
poison thrown at him like
Lord Shiva and faced the
probe. Sarma parried
queries on whether the
killing of Udaipur tailor
Kanhaiya Lal, who was
hacked to death by two
Islamic fanatics, or the
row involving suspended
BJP member Nupur
Sharma over her objec-
tionable remarks against
Prophet Mohammad was
part of deliberations at the

national executive meet,
but added that specific in-
cidents are generally not
discussed at such a con-
clave where the focus is on
“macro” issues.

He, though, alleged that
had the Congress not start-
ed politics of appease-
ment, incidents like
Udaipur killing might not
have happened. The home
minister in his address
called for ending “dynastic
politics, casteism and poli-
tics of appeasement” and
termed them “greatest
sins” and the reason be-
hind the country’s suffer-
ings over the years.
Communalism and funda-
mentalism are products of
appeasement, Sarma said.

The home minister in
his nearly hour-long
speech cited the BJP’s win
in a series of polls to as-
sert that it underlined peo-
ple’s approval of the
party’s “politics of devel-
opment and perform-
ance”.

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Rahul Narvekar of the
BJP was on Sunday elect-
ed Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly
during the first day of its
special session.

Narvekar, who polled
164 votes, defeated Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
candidate Rajan Salvi,
who got 107 votes.

The Speaker’s post was
lying vacant since
February last year after
Nana Patole of the
Congress resigned.
Narvekar (45) is the
youngest ever Assembly

Speaker in the country,
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said.
His father-in-law Ramraje
Naik of NCP is the chair-

person of the Legislative
Council. The two-day spe-
cial session of the 288-
member House got under-
way in the Vidhan Bhavan

in south Mumbai at 11 am
on Sunday. The Eknath
Shinde-led government
will face a floor test in the
Assembly on Monday.

The Assembly has one
vacancy due to the death
of Sena’s Ramesh Latke.

NCP legislator Narhari
Zirwal could not vote as he
is the deputy speaker.

After the vote count,
Zirwal said, Some Shiv
Sena MLAs voted against
the party whip. Its record-
ing should be verified and
necessary action should be
taken against them.

Out of the 287 legisla-
tors, 271 voted, while three
MLAs - Rais Shaikh, Abu
Azmi (both of the
Samajwadi Party) and
Shah Farukh (AIMIM) -
abstained from voting.

Jashpur, Jul 03: 

A wild elephant killed a
25-year-old man and de-
stroyed two houses in a
village in  Jashpur dis-
trict, forest officials said
on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Khari Jhirirya village in
Kunkuri area, they said.

The jumbo entered the
village and destroyed two
houses before moving to-
wards the house of the
victim, identified as Anuj
Tigga.

On hearing the noise,
Tigga and his two broth-
ers came out of home and
found the elephant busy
eating jackfruit in their
premises,” an official here
said. All of a sudden, the
jumbo charged towards
them, caught hold of

Tigga with its trunk and
trampled him to death.
His brothers managed to
escape from the spot, the
official said.

After being alerted, for-
est and police personnel
rushed to the spot and
sent the body for post-
mortem.

The family of the de-
ceased was provided an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000. The remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be given after
completion of the neces-

sary formalities, the offi-
cial said. Jashpur shares
border with neighbouring
Odisha and Jharkhand
and the dense forest at this
tri-junction is a prime
habitat for elephants.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in northern parts of
Chhattisgarh have been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade.
The menace has further
spread its footprint in
some districts of the
state’s central region in
the last few years.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):
India’s Tejas light combat
aircraft has emerged as the
top choice for Malaysia as
the Southeast Asian nation
looks at replacing its age-
ing fleet of fighter jets and
the two sides are holding
negotiations to firm up the
procurement. Malaysia
has narrowed down on the
Indian aircraft notwith-
standing the stiff competi-
tion from China’s JF-17 jet,
South Korea’s FA-50 and

Russia’s Mig-35 as well as
Yak-130, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited, R Madhavan, told
PTI in an interview. As
part of the package, India
has offered to set up an
MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) fa-
cility in Malaysia for its
Russian-origin Su-30 fight-
er fleet as it is facing diffi-
culties in procuring spares
for the aircraft from

Russia in view of western
sanctions against Moscow.
“I am very confident about
it unless some political
shift takes place,”
Madhavan said when
asked whether the deal
would be closed soon. The
top executive of the state-
run aerospace behemoth
said if the deal is sealed, it
will give a “very good sig-
nal” to other prospective
buyers of the aircraft and
boost its overall export po-
tential. “It (the negotia-
tion) is almost in the final
stages. We are the only
country which is offering
them the support for their
Su-30 aircraft as other than
Russia, we are the only one
who can support them to
the extent that they re-
quire for the Sukhoi fleet,”
Madhavan said.

Amravati, Jul 03 (PTI):

A court here on Sunday
remanded Irfan Khan, the
alleged mastermind of
Amravati-based chemist
Umesh Kolhe’s murder, in
police custody till July 7,
even as the police are now
conducting an investiga-
tion into the bank ac-
counts of an NGO, of
which the accused is a di-
rector, a senior official
said on Sunday.

Sheikh Irfan Shaikh
Rahim alias Irfan Khan
(35), a resident of
Amravati city in eastern
Maharashtra, was arrest-
ed from Nagpur on

Saturday in connection
with the killing of Kolhe,
who ran a veterinary med-
ical shop here. He is the
seventh accused to be ar-
rested in the case.

“Khan is the director of
a voluntary organisation-
‘Rahbar’ and police have
started investigating its

bank accounts now,” the
official said.

There were similarities
between the murders of
Kolhe and of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur city,
as both the victims had
posted messages on social
media supporting Nupur

Sharma, who has been
suspended by the BJP for
making controversial
comments about Prophet
Mohammad, he said.

Earlier, the Union Home
Ministry spokesperson
had tweeted that the probe
into the Amravati case
has been handed over to
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). However,
Amravati police commis-
sioner Dr Arti Singh on
Sunday said the central
agency is yet to formally
take over the probe as the
police department has so
far not received orders
about the transfer of the
investigation into the
case.

The NIA is also probing
the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal.

Jammu, Jul 03 (PTI): A
political slugfest erupted
between the BJP and the
Congress in Jammu and
Kashmir after a top
Lashker-e-Taiba terrorist,
overpowered by locals and
handed over to the police,
was reported to be an ac-
tive member of the saffron
party who was recently se-
lected as its IT and social
media cell in charge of the
minority morcha in
Jammu province. As the
news about villagers over-
powering Talib Hussain
Shah and handing him
and his associate Faisal
Ahmad Dar to the police
surfaced, purported pic-
tures of Shah with JK BJP
chief Ravinder Raina and
his participation in party
functions emerged on so-

cial media. The pictures
included the one where
Raina was presenting him
a bouquet and a letter is-
sued by party leader
Sheikh Bashir, assigning
him the responsibility of
new IT and social media
incharge of Minority
Morcha (Jammu province)
on May 9.While Raina dis-
missed the presence of
Shah in his party as a
“conspiracy hatched by
Pakistan to target him and
the party headquarters”,
Pradesh Congress
Committee chief
spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma said the ruling
party should answer to the
nation the alleged pres-
ence of terrorists in their
ranks and holding impor-
tant party positions.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Digital and social media
need to be mandatorily
regulated in the country to
preserve the rule of law
under the Constitution,
Supreme Court Judge
Justice J B Pardiwala said
on Sunday, terming as dan-
gerous the crossing of
Lakshman rekha’ on these
platforms for person-
alised, agenda-driven at-
tacks” on the judges.

The remarks by Justice
Pardiwala at an event here
come amid an uproar by a
section over the strong
oral observations of a va-
cation bench, in which he
was a member, against
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma for her
controversial comments

against Prophet
Mohammed. The apex
court had said that her
“loose tongue” has “set the
entire country on fire” and
she should apologise.

The observations of the
bench, which had also re-
fused to club the FIRs
lodged against Sharma
across the country, sparked
a debate, including on digi-
tal and social media plat-
forms, leading to some un-
charitable comments
against the judges also.

PM TO BJP LEADERS

Take India from 
‘appeasement to fulfilment’

Amit Shah At Party Meet

‘Trying to bring 
positive change 
to every Indian’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre has been try-
ing to bring positive change in
every Indian’s life and make peo-
ple’s life easier during the past
eight years. Addressing a mas-
sive public meeting titled ‘Vijay
Sankalp Sabha’ at Parade
Grounds here, he said the people
of Telangana yearn for a ‘double
engine growth’ and asserted this
will be fulfilled when the BJP
comes to power in the state.

‘Next 30-40 years will be era of BJP’

1ST DAY OF SPECIAL MAHA ASSLY SESSION

Shinde camp wins Speaker election 

Newly-elected Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narvekar being presented a bouquet by Maharashtra
CM Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis
after the special session of Maharashtra Assembly, at
Vidhan Bhavan in Mumbai, Sunday.

 BJP’s Rahul
Narvekar elected
Speaker

Wild tusker kills man, damages 2 houses 
About the incident
The jumbo entered the village and destroyed two houses before
moving towards the house of the victim, identified as Anuj
Tigga. On hearing the noise, Tigga and his two brothers came
out of home and found the elephant busy eating jackfruit in
their premises.All of a sudden, the jumbo charged towards
them, caught hold of Tigga with its trunk and trampled him to
death. His brothers managed to escape from the spot.

SC judge who heard Nupur’s
plea slams ‘personal attacks’

Justice J B Pardiwala 

AMRAVATI CHEMIST MURDER CASE

Victim and muder spot.

‘Mastermind’ gets police custody till Jul 07
 Cops probe his

NGO’s bank accounts

Cong, BJP in war of words

Tejas aircraft emerges as Malaysia’s
top choice for its new fighter jet prog
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After arrested LeT terrorist linked to saffron party
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LAYING OF TRACKS

The work for laying of railway tracks in Naya Raipur is in full swing these days.

Child folk singer lends her voice in Hindi Album 
Raipur, Jul 04:
Chhattisgarh’s folk singer
little Ojaswi Sahu (Aaru),
who is ruling millions of
hearts with the magic of
her melodious voice, is
now ready to make a
splash in Hindi songs too.
The first Hindi song of
Aaru Sahu, a resident of
the Dhamtari district, was
launched on Sunday.
Aaru’s mother Poornima
Sahu said that the Aaru
has lend her voice in Hindi
album “Lele Talasi”. On
this occasion, Mohan
Sundrani of
Chhattisgarhi films, the
National Award winning
film Bhulan - The Maze’s
producer and director
Manoj Verma and social
worker Ravindra Singh,
Mona Sen were present at

Manohar Jeevan Kalyan
Old Age Home, Davda
Colony, Raipur. Aaru was
appointed the brand am-
bassador of National Lok
Artiste Manch in the
year 2020. She was only

11 years old at that time.
Little Aaru Sahu has
been honored by many
institutions including
Governor, Chief Minister
at such an young age.

Aaru Sahu has sung

many Chhattisgarhi
songs like Sua Bolat He...,
Suva Le Sandesh..., Raut
Nacha..., Rakhi Ke
Tihar..., Gauri Ke Lal...,
Dai Ke Surta.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel appreciated the
melodious singing of lit-
tle folk singer Aaru Sahu
during the Govardhan
Puja at his residence in
the year 2021. A beautiful
presentation of Raja,
Chana Ke Dar Rani has
been given. The Chief
Minister said that Aaru
has revived the memory
of old forgotten
Chhattisgarhi songs by
mentioning the elegance
of Chhattisgarhi songs
and the melodiousness of
language at a young age.

RPF organizes bullet rally
and plantation

Raipur, Jul 03: RPF
Raipur Division as part of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
programme organized
plantation and bullet rally.
Following the directions of
RPF Director General
Sanjay Chander Railway
Board New Delhi and
Principal Chief Security
Commissioner Bilaspur A
N Sinha and in presence of
DRM Raipur as chief guest
and under the chairman-
ship of Divisional Security
Commissioner Raipur
Sanjay Kumar Gupta,
plantation programme

was initiated in DRM of-
fice premises and was fol-
lowed by bullet rally.

It was attended by
branch officers of the
Divisional Office, RPF

Inspector Sushil Yadav,
Settlement Post Inspector
Ajay Kumar and staff.
They all took part in the
plantation programme be-
fore bullet rally.

DRM congratulates
Santoshi Manjhi 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: Senior
National Power Lifting
Championship organized
recently in Mangalore
(TN) witnessed participa-
tion of SECR Sports
Association Power Lifter
Santosh Manjhi and giv-
ing an excellent perform-
ance in 180 kg bench press,
85 kg dead lift 180 kg, with
total lift of 445 kg bagged
bronze medal. In the state

level power lifting cham-
pionship organized at
Bilaspur, Santosh Manjhi
with a lift of 357.5 kg
bagged ‘Strong Woman of
Chhattisgarh 2022’
award. She earned lau-
rels for SECR Raipur
Division. For her achieve-
ment she was congratu-
lated by DRM Raipur
Shyam Sunder Gupta,
Divisional Sports Officer
Sunil Kumar, Divisional
Sports Secretary Swarna
Singh Kalsi, Power
Lifting Coach B
Rajshekhar Rao and oth-
ers.

Despite the ban, plastic is being sold
indiscriminately in the market

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: On the
orders of the central gov-
ernment, the use of sin-
gle use plastic has been
completely banned, but
has shown no impact on
the first day in the local
here market. The situa-
tion was that in the name
of ban, many business-
men were let off with a
fine of Rs.

The single use plastic
is being used by the shop-
keepers Golebazar,
Shastribazar, Shri
Banjari Road market and
other market despite the
ban. On the other hand, it
was also seen that the
Municipal Corporation
officials and employees
team is imposing a fine of
only Rs 100 here, while in

other states of the coun-
try, a fine of up to 10 thou-
sand is being imposed.
The Municipal
Corporation imposed a
fine of only Rs 100 each
on five different shop-
keepers.

Corporation officials
and employees are only
claiming to take strict ac-

tion on the use of single
use plastic.

Earlier, the Municipal
Corporation had given
instructions for intensive
investigation in 70 wards
as well as action against
those found selling sin-
gle-use plastic despite the
ban.

The Municipal

Corporation, in collabo-
ration with the
Swachhata Didis of
Women Self Help
Groups, has started an
investigation campaign
against single use plastic
in the markets. In the
presence of NULM
Raipur City Mission
Manager Seema
Chaturvedani, Sarita
Sinha under the leader-
ship of Assistant Health
Officer Dr. Tripti
Panigrahi, a surprise in-
spection was conducted
in Lakhenagar main
road and shops at Shastri
Bazaar. During this, the
banned polythene was
seized and recovered a
fine of Rs. 100.

The shopkeepers were
warned not to use the
banned polythene again.

CM visited ‘Devgudi’ in village Pondi 
Baikunthpur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on

Sunday commenced
his meet and greet pro-
gramme by visiting
‘Devgudi’ at village
Pondi in Baikunthpur
A s s e m b l y
Constituency of
Koriya district. He
prayed for the happi-

ness, prosperity and well-being of the state by offer-
ing prayers at ‘Devgudi’. On this occasion, a local
dance troupe presented a service song on the beat of
‘Mandar’ and ‘Nagada’. They expressed their grati-
tude to Chief Minister for the development of
‘Devgudis’. Parliamentary Secretary Mrs. Ambika
Singh Deo was also present on the occasion.

CM accorded warm welcome 
on reaching Pondi 

Baikunthpur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
reached village Pondi
falling under
Baikunthpur Assembly
Constituency of Koriya
district as a part of his
meet and greet pro-
gramme. A large num-
ber of people reached the
helipad to give a warm
welcome to the Chief
Minister. Parliamentary
Secretary Mrs. Ambika
Singh Deo was also present on the occasion.

Soon after Baghel stepped down from the helicop-
ter, a young lad Sameer, wearing a face mask and T-
shirt with Chief Minister’s picture in it welcomed
Baghel at village Pondi. The Chief Minister asked the
boy his name and came out of the helipad with him.
Annapurna Singh, a member of the Jampara silk
women’s group, presented a mulberry kosa garland
made by the group members using tussar threads to
the Chief Minister. These women have prepared this
beautiful garland in just three days to celebrate the
arrival of the Chief Minister in Baikunthpur. The
members of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club Pondi welcomed
the Chief Minister with traditional ‘Khumri’ and raw
cotton garlands.

People witnessed CM’s 
fondness for children again

Baikunthpur: Wherever the Chief Minister visits
in the Bhent Mulaqat Programme, he gets mingled
with children. Whether it is Swami Atmanand School

or Janchaupal, children are al-
ways excited to have the Chief
Minister near them, wanting to
talk and click selfies with him.
The Chief Minister not only ful-
fills the innocent requests of
children everywhere, but also
participates in their games and
mischiefs. People got an oppor-
tunity to witness such an inci-
dent in Pondi’s Primary Health
Center. The Chief Minister had
visited to supervise the facili-

ties in the health center. However, he came across a
child Garima in the arms of a staff nurse Unita
Singh. The Chief Minister approached little Garima
and then took her in his arms. He showered her with
a lot of love and affection.

The Chief Minister asked Unita about Garima’s
age. Unita replied that Garima was 7 months old.
Usually, children of that age cry after being separated
from their mother’s embrace. Little Garima, however,
showed no  difficulty in being held by the Chief
Minister like he was someone familiar. When Garima
playfully stuck out her tongue, then the Chief
Minister couldn’t stop himself from mimicking her.
He stuck out his tongue and participated in Garima’s
mischief. While playing with Garima, the Chief
Minister asked Garima - “What will you become after
you grow up?” He said - “She will become a doctor.”

The childlike attitude of the Chief Minister won
many  hearts and put a smile on the face of everyone
present there. The Chief Minister gave his best wish-
es to Unita for her daughter’s bright future and
praised her for doing her duty while caring for her
child.

CM had lunch at house of 
tribal farmer in Patna

Raipur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel reached vil-
lage Patna as a part of his meet and greet programme
on Sunday. Baghel stopped at the house of tribal
farmer Anirudh Pratap Singh, a village resident to
have lunch. His mother Radhadevi and family mem-
bers warmly welcomed Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel by applying akshat tilak on his forehead. The
food was served in a traditional way in ‘Dona-Pattal’
made of ‘Sarai Paan’. Chhattisgarhiya dishes includ-
ing Munga Bhaji, Sarson Bhaji, Lakda Chutney, Urad
Vada, Pua, Idhar, Chausela and Patal Chutney were
served on the plate of the Chief Minister.

Expressing her happiness on the arrival of Chief
Minister, Radhadevi said “We are feeling over-
whelmed to have Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
as our guest.” On this occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel interacted with the family members
and inquired about their well-being besides present-
ing gifts to all.

CM’s Bhent-Mulaquat news in brief

p For becoming
‘strong woman’

As part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav 

Bilaspur, Jul 03: Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been es-
tablished in Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University)
from the academic ses-
sion 2022-23. For smooth
conduct of admission
procedures in Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence, the following
admission committee is
constituted comprising
of Dr. T.R. Ratrey, from
Department of
Economics; Dr. Manoj
Kumar, Department of
Pharmacy; Dr. Prasenjit
Panda, Department of

English and Foreign
Language; Dr. Alka
Ekka, Department of
Biotechnology; Dr.
Abhishek Patel,
Department of
Computer Science and
Information Technology;
Dr. Ramesh Kumar
Gohe, Department of
Hindi.

The committee consti-
tuted as above will take
necessary action regard-
ing the admission proce-
dures of DAAC and con-
duct of entrance exami-
nation. This order has
been issued by the
Academic Section on
June 27, 2022.

Formation of DAEC
Committee in CU

Raipur, Jul 03: A delega-
tion of office bearers and
players of Power Lifting

and Body-Building
Association (PLBBA) paid
courtesy call on the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
here on Friday. The office
bearers and players of
power lifting and body
building under leadership
of the General Secretary
of Association Krishna
Sahu expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister
for the motivation and as-
sistance given to them by
the Chief Minister.

Among the players who
met CM Baghel included
Mamta Rajak and D
Bhavika who have recent-

ly won silver medal in the
Asian Power Lifting
Championship organized
in Coimbatore in Tamil
Nadu. Along with these
two, Santoshi Manjhi and
Mamta Rajak felicitated
with Saheed Rajiv Pandey
and Gundudhar award
also met CM and both
have won the title of
‘Strong Woman of
Ch’garh’ in the champi-
onship organized in
Bilaspur recently.

CM extended greetings
to all the players for their
achievements and moti-
vated them to perform
even better in the future

championship and compe-
titions.

General Secy. of
Association Krishna Sahu
has being a well-known
power lifter and body
–builder. He has won
‘Gududhar Award, ‘Veer
Hanuman Singh
Samman’, ‘Viram Award’
and others. He has won
the title of ‘Mr India’ in
1990 and Strong Man of
India as well.

On this occasion Asran
Ali Khan, Lucky Kumari,
Neelam Phutan, Deepali
Soni and other players
and office bearers of the
Association were present.

Lt. Col. Kapil
Dev Pandey

Bhilai, Jul 03: Lt. Col.
Kapil Dev Pandey, R/o

Delhi and
positioned
i n
Manipur,
breathed
his last
after a

major landslide at
Railway construction
site in Tupul in Noney
District of Manipur.
His body was recovered
at the site on Sunday.
He was S/o Kusum
Pandey and brother of
Bhawana Pandey,
(Bureau Chief Central
Chronicle and
President New Press
Club, Bhilai), (R/o
Bhilai) and husband of
Lt. Col. (Dr.) Chhavi
Pandey (Delhi).

OBITUARY

PLBBA players, office bearers meet CM

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03:
Applications are invited
from highly research ori-
ented candidates for a
purely temporary JRF
position in Research
Project No.
58/33/2020/PHA/BMS
sponsored by ICMR, New
Delhi under Principal
Investigator, Dr. Harish
Rajak, for research
through Higher Research
Mode at Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University).
Applications are invited
from the candidates on
plain paper with detailed
CV titled- “Anticancer
Evaluation of Novel
Hydroxamic Acid as
Histone Deacetylase
Inhibitors”. The essen-
tial qualification for it
are- M.Pharm with mini-
mum 60% marks or
equivalent CGPA and the
project duration - up to

March 2024. The candi-
date will be paid honorar-
ium – 31,000/- p.m. JRF
will also be entitled to get
9 percent HRA. (HRA is
admissible if the accom-
modation is outside the
premises)

Interested candidates
who fulfill the above con-
ditions may send the ap-
plication along with the
CV to the e-mail id har-
ishdops@yahoo.co.in. Or
they may send the appli-
cation in hard copy (men-
tioning the name of the
post and project number
on top of the envelope) to
the postal address within
15 days from the date of
uploading of this adver-
tisement on the
University website. For
more details visit the uni-
versity website.

The date of interview
for the selected candi-
dates will be intimated to
the candidates through
phone/email.

Application invited
for JRF in Pharmacy 

At CU under ICMR Research Project
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LIGHT DRIZZLE

People enjoyed Sunday amidst light drizzle in intervals throughout the day making it a pleasant weather.

CM’s questions in Ch’garhi and student’s answered in English

Baikunthpur, Jul 03:
The Chief Minister was in
conversation with the
school students during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Programme held in
Baikunthpur Vidhan
Sabha’s Pondi village. The
Chief Minister asked
Satakshi Verma, a student
of Mahalpara
Baikunthpur’s Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, whether

she understands
Chhattisgarhi. When she
said yes, the Chief
Minister asked her to an-
swer in English to his
questions in
Chhattisgarhi. Satakshi
answered every
Chhattisgarhi question of
the Chief Minister in
English.

The Chief Minister
praised Satakshi for her

confidence and knowl-
edge. He said that the aim
of his Government behind
opening Swami Atmanand
schools is that every stu-
dent receives proper edu-
cation and is able to speak
flawless English like
Satakshi. The Chief
Minister asked Satakshi
whether it will be benefi-
cial to open Swami
Atmanand English School

her as well. When
Satakshi answered in the
affirmative, he announced
the opening of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in Pindi.

During the event, the fe-
male students of
Atmanand School were
holding a banner that read
“Thanks Kaka. I feel

proud to be a creative
member of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School. The stu-
dents conveyed the mes-
sage that they are also re-
ceiving technical knowl-
edge alongside education
in their school which is en-
hancing their learning ca-
pacity.

Accused cheating with
fake cheques arrested

Dantewada, Jul 03: The
Delhi police has arrested
the thug who used to cheat
people handing over to
them fake cheques. The
accused had cheated
many with total amount
of around Rs 25 lakh.

As per information in

this regard,
this thug had
done cheating
with around
7-8 traders of
D a n t ew a d a
and Geedam
for an

amount worth Rs 50
lakh. Apart from this
the police is also sus-
pecting him of cheating
many of lakhs in Bihar.
The name of the ac-
cused is Rajesh
Choudhary, who was
nabbed by Delhi police
from a house in Delhi.
The Geedam police is
also taking action
against the accused.

Youth snatches gold
chain from a woman 

Bilaspur, Jul 03: A woman
fell victim of chain-snatch-
ing as she was busy talking
to her child in Uslapur in
Bilaspur and two youth in a
motorcycle came and when
she bent forward, one of
the youth snatched the
chain worth a lakh. The
video of this entire inci-
dent has come forward and
the case is that of Sakri
Thana.

As per reports in this re-
gard, Namrata Pathak, R/o
Gondia, Maharashtra had
come to Janjgir-Champa
for a marriage. The mar-
riage of the son of her ma-
ternal uncle was on Sunday
in Geeta Palace in Uslapur
area of Bilaspur. In this
programme Namrata had
also come. In the afternoon
the rituals of ‘barat’ were
in process and in-between
her daughter went out to
play. On this Namrata went
out to see her daughter and
while she was taking to her,
two youths came in a bike
and one of them got down
near her and other left to

make distance. Finding op-
portune moment, the youth
fully masked with a cloth
snatched the chain and ran
away. The woman in state of
shock just could not note
down the number and ran
inside to inform her col-
leagues, but it was too late
as the bikers ran away.

Woman informed police
it was 2 ‘tola’ gold chain
worth above Rs 1 lakh. This
entire incident got record-
ed in a CCTV camera near-
by and the police has filed a
case against unknown and
trying to find out clue
about the bike owner and
other details.

Union Minister Giriraj Singh arriving today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: Union
Minister of State for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Giriraj Singh
will arrive in
Chhattisgarh on Monday.
He will participate in
various programs of the
party in Korba for four
days. According to the
schedule, Union Minister
Singh will reach Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur at 2.45 pm on July
4. From here, he will
leave for  Korba  BJP dis-
trict office. On July 5, at

eight in the morning,
after visiting the Ram
Janaki temple,
Sitamarhi, he would at-
tend the meeting organ-
ized at the district office
from 10 am to 1.30 pm. At
the same time, from 3 pm
to 4 pm, will stay in the
Valmiki ashram. He will
visit the Gitanjali
Bhawan Old Bus Stand
Korba at 4:30 pm.

Similarly, on July 6, will
reach district panchayat
office, Korba. There,
from 10 am to 12 noon, in
the district panchayat
meeting hall, he will in-
teract with the benefici-
aries of various schemes
of the Government of
India. After this, there
will be a review meeting
with the district adminis-
tration there. He will
visit various develop-
ment sites of Korba in
the morning on  July 7th.
After attending the press
conference organized at
12:30 pm at Press Club
Tilak Nagar, Korba will
reach Raipur  at 5.30 pm
and leave for Delhi at 
8:20 pm.

Admit card issued for supplementary
exam, exams to start from today

Raipur, Jul 03: The admit
cards for the 10th-12th sup-
plementary examination of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education have
been issued. The exams are
starting from July 4th,
Monday. The admit card
was put on the website on
Saturday. Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education Prof.
VK Goyal has said, the can-
didates can download their
admit card from the board’s
website www.cgbse.nic.in.

To download the admit
card, the candidate has to
enter his/her roll number
or name and father’s name.
The supplementary exami-
nations of Chhattisgarh

Board of Secondary
Education are starting
from July 4. The 10th board
exams will be conducted
from July 4 to July 12. At
the same time, the 12th ex-
amination is to be held
from July 4 to July 16.
According to the examina-
tion schedule, the examina-
tions of both the classes
will be held in the morning
shift. For this the time has
been fixed from 9 am to

12.15 pm. The board has
charged Rs 200 for one sub-
ject and Rs 240 for two sub-
jects for this examination.
At the same time, for the
supplementary examina-
tion of more than two sub-
jects, a fee of Rs 460 was
fixed. Every year a large
number of examinees ap-
pear in the supplementary
examinations to improve
the marks scored in the
main examination.

The 10th-12th main ex-
amination of Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education started from
March 2-3. This exam con-
tinued till  March 23. The
board had released its re-
sults on  May 14. In this,
6.83 lakh candidates had ap-
peared. In the 10th exami-
nation, 74.23% students
passed, in which the per-

centage of girls was 78.84
and that of boys was 69.7.
79.30% of the candidates
were successful in the 12th
examination. In this, the
percentage of girls was
81.15 and that of boys was
77.03. Last time the tenth
examination was not held
due to corona infection.
The results were released
on the basis of assignment.
The 12th examination was
also given by the students
from home. Then answer
sheets and question papers
were distributed for the ex-
amination from the same
schools where the students
studied. After writing the
answer, the students sub-
mitted the copies to the re-
spective school itself. This
time the students had to go
to their centers and write
the paper.

Ch’garh Police to equip
drone in every district

Raipur, Jul 03: To moni-
tor the law and order situ-
ation in the state, prepara-
tions are being made to
equip all district police
forces with drones. These
drones will be used for sur-
veillance during various
movements including
dharna’s and crowds in
the markets during the fes-
tive season. For this, the
Police Headquarters has
started the process to pro-
cure 32 small drones.
According to police offi-
cials, the process of equip-
ping the state police with

state-of-the-art resources
is going on continuously.
In this series, efforts are
being made to procure
drones. As per the officials
the Chhattisgarh police
have drones facility only
in few districts. In some
districts, police take help
from private owners
whenever there is require-
ment, but there are many
districts of the state where
even private drones are
not available. In view of
this, efforts are being
made to provide at least
one drone to all the dis-

tricts. Along with giving
drones to the district po-
lice force, training will
also be given to operate it.
According to the officers
of the Police
Headquarters, a tender
had been issued earlier for
the purchase of drones.
Tenders had also called
earlier, but no one was eli-
gible, due to which the ten-
der had to be canceled.
Now the tender has been
floated again. Officials in-
formed police are using
drones in almost all the
states. Drones are proving
effective in handling law
and order, especially dur-
ing rush hour. Even dur-
ing the riots in several
cities of Uttar Pradesh last
month, the police used
drones to control stone
pelting and miscreants.

Cess will be imposed, if center
stops GST compensation: Singhdeo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 03: The14%
compensation model pre-
sented by the Central
Government to protect the
states from the revenue
loss due to the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) system
ended on June 30. Now the
state government is look-
ing for alternative way to
compensate for this loss.
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Commercial Taxes
Minister TS Singhdeo has
written a letter to the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
this issue. Singhdeo said
that  if the central govern-
ment does not find an al-
ternative way, then the
state government will
have to levy cess on the
goods.

State Health, Panchayat,
Rural Development and
Commercial Taxes
Minister TS Singhdeo
said, we have put two op-

tions in the letter to the
Union Finance Minister.
The first is that the GST
compensation to the states
and 14% of the protected
revenue should be contin-
ued for the next five years.
And second- the distribu-
tion of taxes between the
Center and the state,
which is currently in the
ratio of 50:50, should be di-
vided in the ratio of 80:20
or 70:30. This means that if
the central government is
not able to compensate the
loss to the states, then 70 to
80 percent of the taxes
should be given to the state
and the remaining 20 to 30
percent should be kept by
the center.

Singhdeo said that if

central government do not
support this module then
the states will suffer heavy
loss. They will also be de-
pendent on the central
government for the devel-
opment works and normal
functioning of their state.
State governments have al-
ready vested the power to
levy taxes in the GST
Council. In such a situa-
tion, the only option left is
that the government
should impose a cess on
the goods. This can be the
source of revenue for the
state. The disadvantage of
this would be that the
price of the same com-
modity would change in
different states.

Singhdeo said, in com-
parison to the revenue re-
ceived from VAT,
Chhattisgarh has lost rev-
enue of Rs.14,307 crore.
This is a huge loss for our
small state. Under GST,
Chhattisgarh suffered a
huge revenue loss of 2,786
crores in the financial
year 2018-19, 3,176 crores in
2019-20,

3,620 crores in 2020-21

and 4,127 crores in 2021-22.
TS Singhdeo said, the ef-
fort of the central govern-
ment is to bring petrol and
diesel under the ambit of
GST. This is the sector
where the state govern-
ment is levying GST. GST
is around 24%.

If this too goes to the
Centre, then we will have a
huge reduction in this rev-
enue as well, because a
large part will go to the
centre. This will not bene-
fit the consumers too
much, but the state will
suffer a great loss.
Minister TS Singhdeo
said, so far 16 states have
made a written demand to
restore the system of pro-
tected revenue. A letter
has been written on behalf
of these states to the GST
Council and the Union
Finance Minister.
Suggestions are also com-
ing from the states to
change the tax sharing
ratio. If the central gov-
ernment does not clear its
stand on this soon, then
other options will be dis-
cussed.

p Rs 140000 cr loss 
to the state

Police
Headquarters has
issued tender for
the purchase of 32
small drones

CM condoles demise 
of martyr Lt. Col. KD Pandey
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0033::  The Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel
offered rich tributes
to Lt. Col. KD
Pandey who got
martyred while on
duty in the massive
landslide in Manipur

three days back. Being a resident of
Bhilai, Nehru Nagar (East), Lt. Col.
Kapil Dev Pandey was leading the
company of Gorkha Rifles deployed
for safety of Raiway Project in Noni
district of Manipur. It was during
the work that he fall victim of the
landslide at the project site. CM
Baghel expressing condolences on
demise of martyr Lt. Col. KD
Pandey prayed for peace to the
departed soul and courage to the
family to bear the loss.

It is notable here that martyr Lt.
Col. KD Pandey’s mother Kusum
Pandey and sister Bhavana Pandey
(Bureau head and senior journalist
Central Chronicle, Bhilai) resides in
Bhilai and Kanchan Agrawal (sister)
and his wife Lt. Col. (Dr.) Chavi
Pandey and two sons resides in
Delhi. 

p Can be downloaded
from CGBSE website 

To stay in Korba for
four days

p While she was busy
talking to her daugh-
ter near a marriage
place in Uslapur

Wanted by Geedam
police as well

People are trusting
Atmanand schools
because of good
teachers and quali-
ty education

CM announced the
opening of new
English School after
asking the student

# Gram Panchayat of Patna
has recieved the status of
Nagar Panchayat.
# Atmanand English medium
schools will open in Patna
and Shivpur
# Branch of District Co-oper-
ative Central Bank to open in
Patna
# New electricity sub-station
will be set up in Village
Panchayat Budhar
#Approval of industrial area

will be given in Baikunthpur
# 20 bedded new Hospital
will be constructed in Shivpur 
# Electrification will be done
in Baikunthpur’s Silk Project
Center, Badgaon and
Urumduga.
# PG classes of Zoology,
Botany, Commerce,
Economics, Hindi will be
started in  Naveen
Government Girls College,
Baikunthpur.

Announcements made by CM in Pondi

CSSWH team bags Bronze medal

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  0033:: Under the Civil
Services Competition, a hockey
competition was organized in
Bhopal from June 21 to June 30.
Chhattisgarh Civil Services
women’s hockey team also par-
ticipated in this and won the
Bronze medal by performing bet-
ter. On this success, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel and
Sports and Youth Welfare
Minister Umesh Patel have
appreciated and congratulated
the Civil Services Women’s
Hockey team of Chhattisgarh.

In the 16-member women’s
hockey team from Chhattisgarh
under the Civil Services compe-
tition, the youngest player was
of 24 years old and 55 years old
the oldest player. All the players
of the team of Chhattisgarh

faced the rival team with excel-
lent coordination. In the very
first minute of the semi-final
match, captain Anjum Rahman
opened her team’s account by
hitting the ball in the goal-post,
which boosted the confidence of
the entire team. In the match,
Tulsi Sahu scored four goals,
Monika Vairagde three goals,
Maya Yadav scored two goals,
Savita Chandrakar scored two
goals to take the team’s score to
12 goals. Players Bhavna Gupta,
Harsha Sahu, Chetna Dhruv,

Sanju Sahu, Suman Sharda, who
were playing the back and half
position of the team, did not
even gave a chance to the
Bhopal team to reach the goal-
post. Goalkeeper Shweta
Shinde’s defence was also excel-
lent with the team in the compe-
tition. It is worth noting that last
year also women’s hockey team
from Chhattisgarh had partici-
pated in this competition, in
which Chhattisgarh came fourth
out of 12 teams and won the fair
play award.

Ch’garh beat host
Bhopal team 12-0 in
hockey tournament

How an asteroid near-miss shocked the UN
Sergio Camacho-Lara

S purred by a near miss,
the world built an alert

system to detect asteroids
heading for Earth. But it's
not clear who would decide
what to do next. On the
morning of 15 February
2013 a research team in cen-
tral Europe was preparing
its final recommendations
to a United Nations subcom-
mittee on establishing an
international response
mechanism to prepare for
an asteroid impact on
Earth.

Driving the point home
would be a presentation
by US space agency NASA
showing asteroid 2012
DA14' would pass within
27,700 kilometres of Earth
that very afternoon closer
than the orbit of meteorol-
ogy and communications
satellites. But the point
would be well made before
NASA's presentation:

later that morning a dif-
ferent asteroid exploded
30 kilometres above
Chelyabinsk in Russia.
The shockwave knocked
down walls, blew out win-
dows and injured over
1,600 people. No one knew
the asteroid was coming.

The atmosphere protects
Earth from asteroids 30 me-
tres across or smaller most
of the time. The one that ex-
ploded over Chelyabinsk
was 14 metres to 17 metres
across. The asteroid's shal-
low entry angle and high
speed of 19 kilometres per
second relative to Earth al-
lowed it to skip through.

This asteroid's surprise
appearance is far from
unique. Asteroid 2015 HD1
was discovered by NASA's
Mt Lemmon Survey
Telescope on 18 April 2015,
three days before it made its
closest approach to Earth at
73,385 kilometres. If it had
been on track to hit Earth,

there would have been no
time for deflection or dis-
ruption. Those in the im-
pact zone could only have
prepared to manage the con-
sequences.

The chances of an aster-
oid striking Earth are very
low, but if it were to happen
the damage could be cata-
strophic. The consequences
would far surpass the death,
injury and material de-
struction likely to follow
any Earth-bound natural
disaster. But asteroid im-
pacts are the only disaster
the global community can
prevent if it has enough
warning.

The explosion above
Chelyabinsk was a definite
warning, and it was heeded.
The Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee of
the UN Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (UN COPUOS) ac-
cepted the research team's
recommendations, and in

December 2013 the UN
General Assembly wel-
comed them "with satisfac-
tion". An international re-
sponse mechanism was
soon established to forecast
asteroid impact.

The International
Asteroid Warning Network
(IAWN) was set up in
January 2014. The Minor
Planet Center, part of the
International Astronomical
Union, hosted the inaugural
meeting at the US Harvard
& Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

IAWN's membership in-
cludes 40 professional and
amateur observatories from
all over the world that have
signed a letter of intention
to participate in IAWN.
Each observatory covers its
own operational expenses.
Any astronomer, whether
part of IAWN or not, who
detects a new asteroid re-
ports it to the Minor Planet

Center, which makes a fast
but accurate calculation of
the probability the asteroid
will strike Earth.

The centre immediately
sends the report to NASA's
Center for Near Earth
Objects (NEOs) at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in
California and to the NEOs
research centre in Frascati,
Italy, where the chances of
an impact to Earth over the
next 100 years are calculat-
ed using different methods.
The results are compared
and placed on the bodies' re-
spective websites, and
IAWN is informed.

The Space Mission
Planning Advisory Group
(SMPAG) was established
in February 2014. Its main
purpose is to prepare for an
international response to a
NEO threat by exchanging
information, developing op-
tions for collaborative re-
search, and conducting
NEO threat-mitigation

planning activities. SMPAG
has prepared scenarios for
combinations of different-
size asteroids, various
areas of impact and other
parameters. If an asteroid
that may strike Earth were
to be detected, IAWN would
alert SMPAG and the UN
Office for Outer Space
Affairs (UNOOSA) and in-
form the news media.

The first practical step
each space agency would
take would be to prepare its
government to authorise
any necessary action. It is
here that SMPAG's scenar-
ios could save crucial time.
Prior calculations about an
approximate match to the
incoming asteroid could
save two to three years in
selecting the deflection or
disruption to be carried
out. At the same time, UN-
OOSA would inform all
governments to facilitate
coordination of an interna-
tional response.

The technical aspects of
an international response
to the threat of an asteroid
impact are well coordinated
between the astronomical
observatories of IAWN that
search for and characterise
asteroids and the space
agencies of SMPAG that
could deflect or disrupt
them. The gaps in Earth's
planetary defence lie in the
decision-making process.

Authorisation from the
governments in the impact
zone and the governments
whose space agencies can
carry out the missions is
needed before a deflection
mission can launch. The
fate of the planet may rest
on the decision, which may
need to be made quickly. But
as any mission always has a
chance of failure, this will
be a political, economic and
humanitarian decision and
it may take time. No clear
hierarchy or decision-mak-
ing process so far exists.

Disparate groups and na-
tions are likely to be in-
volved, so a clearly defined
process may never exist.

Both IAWN and SMPAG
present yearly briefings on
their work to the Scientific
and Technical
Subcommittee of COPU-
OS, increasing policymak-
er awareness of the issues
involved in making a deci-
sion as well as the knowl-
edge base of their own sci-
entists. One of the largest
UN committees, COPUOS
and its subcommittees had
100 member states as at
December 2021. In 2029 the
asteroid Apophis will pass
within 31,600 kilometres of
Earth. For this asteroid,
humankind is prepared.
Its trajectory is clear, it has
been mapped and it has
been assessed to have neg-
ligible risk of impact. It's
the ones Earth hasn't spot-
ted that remain to be pre-
pared for.

Does your job offer you 
a Hybrid Workplace

D ue to shifting de-
mands on both em-

ployees and employers
since the start of the pan-
demic, the significance of
employee engagement has
increased dramatically.
Organisations have under-
stood they must develop em-
ployee engagement tools
and procedures in accor-
dance with this growth be-
cause the hybrid work para-
digm has become standard
across many large firms.
Organisations in a variety
of industries are aware of
the benefits that employee
engagement can provide, in-
cluding access to better tal-
ent and employee retention.
Although they may have
various ends in mind, they
all end up there. Work
Engagement & Hybrid
Workplace Report 2022 by
Leena AI, an innovative
technology solution revolu-
tionising the employee ex-
perience, was just pub-
lished. The bi-annual re-
search provides insight into
employee engagement at
more than 250 businesses
throughout the world, in-
cluding those in India and
the US.

Annual surveys: still
the norm!

Although yearly surveys
of employee engagement
have long been the norm for
firms, half of the respon-
dents to the report predict-
ed a rise in the frequency of
such surveys. Only 8 per-
cent of firms said they con-
ducted employee engage-
ment surveys on a monthly
basis, whereas 25 percent
said they did so. In the
workplace, where shorter
and more regular pulse sur-
veys have become the norm,
there is an increasing need

for an active listening ap-
proach in India and the rest
of the world. Continuous
listening has been shown to
be crucial in a mixed work
style where employees are
frequently scattered.

Technology: a distant
dream

The necessity for ad-
vanced technologies and
technology techniques in
the workplace has also
been influenced by the rise
in the frequency of employ-
ee engagement surveys.
According to the data, more
over 50 percent of respon-
dents acknowledged using
straightforward question-
naires and feedback forms
to determine employee en-
gagement, while 25 percent
said they only used manual
techniques. The necessity
for technological tools to
identify employees' de-
mands and requirements,
such as potential areas for
improvement in their or-
ganisations, steps that
their workplace should do
to promote inclusion and
mental well-being, etc. was
also highlighted by a size-
able 30 per cent of organi-
sations. Additionally, 25 per
cent of the firms said they

were interested in learning
more about the trends in
the engagement scores over
a certain time frame.

Rewards and recogni-
tion = Employee engage-
ment

In the hybrid workplace,
rewards and recognition
are still one of the most
well-liked and effective tac-
tics. Nearly 50 per cent of
the respondents, according
to the research, acknowl-
edged relying on this strate-
gy to engage their individ-
ual staff.

HR: owner of employee
engagement initiatives

Even though it is crucial
for influencing an organi-
sation's culture, the HR de-
partment cannot be consid-
ered solely responsible for
employee satisfaction. The
majority of firms current-
ly silo their employee en-
gagement activities, espe-
cially now that remote
working is the norm.
Employee productivity has
been found to rise in busi-
nesses when CXOs set the
groundwork for establish-
ing a more favourable work
environment.

Employee engagement
to attract talent

Organisations can profit
by reviewing their employ-
ee engagement rules, devel-
oping a more inclusive
work environment, fore-
casting attrition, and other
practises with India on the
verge of its Great
Resignation period.
Employee engagement is
used by 42 percent of busi-
nesses in the IT and soft-
ware sectors to enhance the
employee experience in a
hybrid work style. Adit
Jain, Co-Founder and CEO,
Leena AI, commented,
"While the pandemic
brought about some uncer-
tainties, it also facilitated
in shifting our focus to the
core of every organization
i.e. its employees.

It is interesting to ob-
serve whether organiza-
tions manage to engage
their employees regularly
and actively. For a while
now, employee engagement
has been considered a sec-
ondary activity conducted
on a need-only basis.
However, in the post-pan-
demic world, employee en-
gagement's importance has
skyrocketed with the
changing needs of both em-
ployers and employees.
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Will Monkeypox see a replay 
of AIDS and Covid-19?

Prabir Purkayastha

WITH more than
4,000 cases

(as on June 30, 2022), the re-
cent outbreak of monkey-
pox in Europe and North
America has become inter-
national news. World
Health Organisation
(WHO) has reacted by mon-
itoring the progress of
monkeypox globally and is-
suing guidelines regarding
testing, and taking immedi-
ate measures. But WHO
has not yet declared mon-
keypox a public health
emergency.

As long as monkeypox
was confined to Africa,
where similar outbreaks
have been happening in
Central and West Africa for
years, it raised little con-
cern. But with monkeypox
now reaching the rich
countries, it has become an
immediate media event
with headlines and TV cov-
erage.

Before we get into our re-
sponse to monkeypox, what
is monkeypox, and why has
it appeared now?

Monkeypox is a mis-
nomer; it is not endemic in
monkeys but the rodent
populations of Central and
West Africa. It was wrongly
named, as the initial case
was an infected monkey
biting a child and transmit-
ting the disease. The virus
is in a family of
Orthopoxvirus, including
smallpox and cowpox.

From 1970 onwards, spo-
radic monkeypox out-
breaks have occurred in
Central and West Africa,
but with a tepid response
from the rest of the world.
In the last ten years, the
Democratic Republic of
Congo has seen thousands

of suspected cases and hun-
dreds of suspected deaths.
A significant outbreak oc-
curred in Nigeria in 2017,
with over 700 confirmed
and suspected cases of
monkeypox. While the
West African variant that
is spreading in Europe and
North America has a mor-
tality of about 1 per cent,
the mortality of the
Central African variant is
around 10 per cent or ten
times higher.

Genomic studies now
show that monkeypox has
been circulating for quite
some time in Africa. One
major reason why it has in-
creased now and not earlier
is the discontinuation of
the smallpox vaccination
once it was eradicated. The
smallpox vaccine also pro-
tected people against mon-
keypox. As the younger
people are no longer vacci-
nated, the fraction of peo-
ple who have no immunity
against monkeypox has in-
creased with time and the
threat of catching monkey-
pox. The only ones who still
have immunity are the peo-
ple in the age group of 45
and above today.

In 2017, Adesola Yinka-
Ogunleye, an epidemiolo-
gist in Nigeria and others
had warned that the virus
was spreading in unfamil-
iar ways. Before the 2017

Nigerian outbreak, the
virus seemed to have been
confined to rural areas,
where hunters would come
into contact with animals.
Post-2017, it appeared in
urban settings. The infected
people sometimes had geni-
tal lesions, suggesting that
the virus might also spread
through sexual contact.

Once the virus spread
from sparsely populated re-
gions to more densely popu-
lated urban settings, the
current rapid spread was
an event waiting to happen.
Monkeypox is no longer a
zoonotic infection, meaning
from rodents to humans,
and petering out after some
cases. It is now human-to-
human transmission that is
taking place in many coun-
tries, with large numbers
infected in the UK,
Germany, Spain, and
Portugal.

Genomic studies show
that the virus probably cir-
culated in East and North
Africa from 2018 onwards.
Even in Europe, there has
probably been community
circulation for some time.
The initial cases would
have been mistaken for a
skin condition or allergies
and not recognised as mon-
keypox until there was
heightened public aware-
ness. Currently, the speed of
the transmission may ap-

pear more rapid, but that
may be more due to mon-
keypox being recognised
more quickly.

It will take a few more
weeks before we work out
its transmission rates.
There are some advantages
in combating this virus
over the SARS-CoV-2 or the
Covid-19 virus. It appears to
spread more by contact,
and it is easier to isolate
those infected. Even when
patients shed dry skins,
which are airborne and
carry the virus, it can still
be contained much more
easily than the spread of
viruses like SARS-CoV-2 or
the flu virus. We also have
the small pox vaccines,
which can be deployed
quickly to contain the virus
among health workers and
those who have come into
contact with those infected.
Given early, it can even pro-
tect people from developing
the disease.

In the recent cases of
monkeypox, the infection
seems to have spread
among men who have sex
with men. As the experts
have explained, this is not a
sexually transmitted dis-
ease and spreads through
contact, and respiratory
droplets. It has spread
among a certain section be-
cause they tend to be closed
groups, and sex obviously
provides close contact. The
problem for health officials
is how to warn high-risk
groups without stigmatis-
ing them, as happened in
the AIDS case. During the
initial period of the spread
of AIDS, it was regarded as
a disease of the gay popula-
tion. This led to the public
health systems ignoring the
problem and its much
wider spread subsequently.

Why Bihar youth are angry about Agnipath Scheme
Arun Kumar Mishra

SINCE the an-
nounce-

ment of the Agnipath
scheme for the recruit-
ment of ‘Agniveers’ in the
Indian Army for a four-
year term, many of the
army aspirants are on
warpath. They feel be-
trayed and their hopes lie
shattered.

Bihar Youth from rich
backgrounds generally
opt for UPSC and the state
public service commis-
sion, BPSC.

But a large number of
rural youth who cannot
bear the expenses of high-
er education opt for po-
lice, paramilitary, and
military services. They
come from poor and mar-
ginal peasant families
which constitute the bulk
of the rural population.

In fact, suppose one
takes a walk in the morn-
ing in the rural and urban
areas of Bihar, in that
case, one can see hun-

dreds of youth sweating
out in the open to make
themselves physically eli-
gible to compete in the
physical fitness tests.

It is well known that
there is no industrial base
in the state. The large-
scale migration of rural
workers to urban centres
and far-off places is being
regularly reported.

The Agnipath scheme
came as a big jolt because
the service years have
been cut short to only four
years and some of the as-
pirants have been waiting
as long as four years to get
recruited by the army as
the government stopped
recruitments for the last
two years owing to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
disgruntled youth were
left with little choice in
the matter and hence they
vent their anger. Service
in the Indian Army has
some added prestige and a
sense of fulfilment. Hence
they feel cheated and hu-
miliated.

The sponta-
neous outbursts of
the large number
of youth that
swept through the
length and
breadth of the
state symbolise
the deep-rooted
frustration that
culminated in
large-scale arson,
burning of trains,
vandalisation of
railway stations
and so on.

The Indian
Army aspirants
have shown their
anger against cen-
tral government institu-
tions and against the BJP
leaders and the BJP of-
fices. Many such inci-
dents have been reported
from Samastipur,
Nawada, Bettiah, Patna,
Lakhisarai, Kaimur,
Saran, Jehanabad etc and
other districts.

When spontaneous
movements on such a big
scale take place without

any organisational struc-
ture, they risk attracting
agent provocateurs to give
a bad name to the move-
ment. However, it is the
peaceful protesters who
are subjected to State re-
pression after violence
erupted during the week-
long protests. The protests
led to a total bandh in
Bihar on June 18 and 20.

The opposition parties

including the RJD, CPI
(M), CPI, and CPI(ML)
submitted a memoran-
dum to the governor of
Bihar demanding the
withdrawal of the
Agnipath. In this regard,
all the MLAs and MLCs of
these parties participated
in a protest march to Raj
Bhawan on June 22.

The student and youth
organisations of the Left

parties and a few
other organisa-
tions are gearing
up to give the
movement an or-
ganised form. The
movement will
continue in vari-
ous forms till the
scheme is re-
pealed.

The rift be-
tween the JD (U)
and the BJP has
widened further
with this issue.
While the BJP
state president
Sanjay Jaiswal
has openly

blamed the Nitish govern-
ment for its inaction in
tackling the youth move-
ment, the JD (U) president
Lalan Singh has demand-
ed the withdrawal of the
Agnipath scheme. Singh
had mocked Jaiswal say-
ing that he had lost his
mental balance. BJP lead-
ers, on the other hand,
have blamed the opposi-
tion parties for provoking

youth for the violence wit-
nessed during the ongo-
ing movement.

Agnipath is an anti-na-
tional scheme which will
not only dilute the profes-
sionalism of our armed
forces but also create an
army of retirees who will
be used as a private mili-
tia which will create a
very dangerous atmos-
phere of social and com-
munal division in the
country. It is to be noted
that the RSS agenda to
utilise youth to serve their
communal design can be
easily understood from
the statement of BJP
leader Vijay Vargiya. The
opposition parties have
demanded its immediate
withdrawal.

NEGATIVE ROLE OF
THE MEDIA

The media had played a
negative role during the
anti-Agnipath agitation
branding the movement
as violent and destructive.
It accused the movement
of getting played into the

hands of destructive ele-
ments and one-sidedly re-
ported only on the vio-
lence that erupted during
the spontaneous protests
and the damage done to
the national properties.

The media ignored the
agonies of thousands of
army aspirants who have
completed all the formali-
ties and were waiting for
their recruitment.
Around 50 such youth
committed suicide; some
such incidents have also
taken place in Bihar. Only
The Hindu carried the
field reporting bringing to
fore the desperation of
youth who feel betrayed
and dejected.

Most TV channels and
newspapers praised the
Agnipath and highlighted
the much-advertised gov-
ernment propaganda of
financial offers and job
reservations in various
central and state govern-
ment institutions after
the four-year stint in the
army.

MISCELLANEOUS
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Anwari, Jul 03: Bhoomi
poojan of various develop-
ment works was inaugu-
rated in Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar as well as distri-
bution of fruit trees to 125
families under the
Plantation and Potion Bari
scheme was done.

Distribution of certifi-
cates to 13 families under
the landless justice scheme
and new ration cards were

distributed to 48 families
was done as well. Chief
guest, Bharat Nahar, Vice
President District
Congress Committee,
Dhamtari said that under
the leadership of
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the farmers are continu-
ously getting the benefit of
every scheme to the com-
mon people, in which
paddy is purchased at 25
hundred rupees. Under the

Rajiv Gandhi Nyay Yojana,
landless families get 6000
ration cards in every fami-
ly, this basic facility of the
government is being pro-
moted further too, he said.
Special guest Vinod Sahu
East Nagar Panchayat
President Bhakhara,
Sarpanch Vikas Sinha,
Archana Sori and Kaushal
Patel Deputy Sarpanch
Bharti Sahu from
Horticulture Department,
were also present.

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampur, Jul 03:
Swami Atmanad Govt.
English Medium School
(SAGEMS), Vishrampuri
conducted a seminar on
'Good Touch and Bad
Touch'  for the students of
VI to VIII under the pres-
ence  Department of
Police. Sub Inspector
Premshankar Thakur ,
Constable Shiv Kumar
Barve, Lady Constable
Narmada Markam were
present.

Premshankar Thakur

interacted with the stu-
dents and made the aware
about the 'good touch and
bad touch'. He explained
that 'any touch that makes
a child happy or secure is
a good touch and a touch
that makes a child afraid,
uncomfortable or nervous
is a bad touch'.

Narmada Markam es-
pecially interacted with
the female students and
made them aware about
the situation which they
should not avoid or ig-
nore. She encouraged
them to participate in

their own safety and
emerge as a winner.

Various information
was shared to empower
the safety of a child.
Teachers also interacted
with the students and en-
courages  them to share
this kind of information
with their near or dear
ones and not to become a
victim of this kind of situ-
ations.

The seminar was con-
cluded by vote of thanks
and token of love was pre-
sented to the members of
Department of Police.

CEO gives unique farewell
to driver on his retirement

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jul 03: District
Panchayat CEO, of the dis-
trict Dashrath Rajput,
gave a unique farewell to
his driver on the driver's
retirement, by dropping
him at his place, the same
way the driver did for
many years.

In a unique gesture,
though the seats changed,
but both the travelers
were the same, as one
among them, got retired
and the other chose the
best way to give him a
farewell.

According to informa-
tion, Sanjay Samant, the
driver got retired and

apart from a warm
farewell by his head, he
was also given a heartfelt
farewell in the Zilla
Panchayat office, where
the District Panchayat
CEO honored him with a
shawl and shriphal.
Officers and employees of
Zilla Panchayat were pres-
ent on this occasion.

‘I didn’t know anything about 
support price and RGNYS’

Central Chronicle News

Khadgava, Jul 03:
Durgesh, a villager hailing
from Chirmi in Khadgava
Block, today received
Forest Rights Certificate of
6.25 Acres acreage from
the Chief Minister.
Durgesh is delighted be-
cause he has received this
certificate from the hands
of the Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh himself.
After receiving the Forest
Rights Patta, Durgesh will
not only be able to sell
paddy but also receive the
benefits of various
Government schemes.

Chhotelal, a resident of
the village Jilibandh in
Khadgava Block, today re-
ceived a Forest Rights
Certificate of 5 Acres

acreage from the Chief
Minister. Chhotelal said
that he had no knowledge
of either support price or
the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Scheme, as he wasn't
able to sell paddy due to
the absence of a Forest
Rights Patta.

Now, however, he will be
able to sell paddy at sup-
port price and will also be

eligible for bonuses. The
Chief Minister today dis-
tributed 174 Forest Rights
Certificates in the Bhent
Mulaqat Center of Podi
village and 161 certificates
in Patna village.

In this way, the Chief
Minister has provided 1848
Forest Rights Certificates
to beneficiaries in the
Koriya district in three

days. In the Koriya district,
till now, 17282 Forest
Rights Pattas of 15 thou-
sand 81 Hectares acreage
have been distributed
under the Personal Forest
Rights Claim. Similarly, 1
thousand 514 pattas of 18
thousand 5 Hectare
acreage under the
Community Forest Rights
Claim and 165 Pattas of 9

thousand 138 Hectares
acreage under the
Community Forest
Resource Rights Claim
have also been distributed.

Under the Bhupesh
Baghel - led Chhattisgarh
Government's ambitious
scheme Forest Rights
Patta, the people occupy-
ing the forest lands are se-
curing their ownership
rights on these lands due
to the thoughtful schemes
of the State Government.

They are now finally
free from the concerns of
the forest land's posses-
sion. The beneficiaries say
that the effort of the Chief
Minister to save the forests
and encourage the rural
livelihood while boosting
the economy of the state is
incredible.
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54 railway staff achieve superannuation

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03: On the
last day of previous
month, 54 railway staff
which include 2 officers
achieved superannuation
after completing glorious
years' of services in rail-
ways. At a simple pro-
gramme organized in NEI
auditorium all the retired
staff were given a touch-
ing farewell.

On this occasion Senior
Division Finance Manager
Mrs Chetna Meena hand-
ed over retirement
cheques, certificates, med-
ical related papers and
service medals to all the
retired staff. The officials
present on this occasion

were Sr DPO Pardeep
Mishra, Rahul Garg,
Assistant DPO J A Tata
and others officers.

The officers who
achieved superannuation
were Aniranjan Prasad Sr
Divisional Electrical
Engineer, Binod Behari
Dash Area Manager
Raigarh and fifty four
other railway staff. They
are 10 from the Operating
Department, 12 from

Engineering Department,
10 from Mechanical, 11
from Electrical, 05 from
Commercial, 03 from
Medical, 02 from Security
and 01 from Personnel.
Senior Division Finance
Manager Mrs Chetna
Meena congratulating all
the retired employees
asked them to take care of
their health and wealth
while leading a happy life
with the family members.

p Includes 2 officers

SXHS Bharni celebrates Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jul 03: St.
Xavier's High School
Bharni celebrated Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav in a
befitting manner. Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav is an
initiative of the
Government of India to
celebrate and commemo-
rate 75 years of progres-
sive Independent India.

Through Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav India is
celebrating the glorious
history of its people, cul-
ture and achievements.
Contribution of unsung
heroes of freedom strug-
gle are being highlighted
through Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav programmes.
It is an embodiment of all

that is progressive about
India's socio-cultural, po-
litical and economic iden-
tity.

As a part of the cele-
bration of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav and to
commemorate the un-
sung heroes of independ-
ence movement of India,

the school organized a fit-
ness run wherein 210
boys and girls of the
school hostel along with
45 staff members took
part.

All the students gath-
ered at 5:30 am at school
ground and the event
commenced at 6 am. J S

Hundal, the Principal of
the School inaugurated
the program and cheered
the students.

He exhorted the partic-
ipants to honour the na-
tional symbols, be honest
in their dealings, read
about the unsung heroes
of Independence and do

hard work for the
progress of the nation.

The hostel superinten-
dent, Subhas Roy along
with Abhilash Patnaik
were also present at the
event. The event conclud-
ed with a great triumph
and all the participants
enjoyed a lot.

Holds Fitness Run

Unfit vehicle plying school students
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jul  03: As soon
as the school session start-
ed, on the instructions of
the SP, the fitness of the
school vehicles of the dis-
trict and the drivers were
checked, in the investiga-
tion conducted at SNG
College Ground, 20 out of
35 vehicles were not found
in proper condition, simi-
larly 56 drivers.

In the health test, 44
driver operators were
found fit, while 12 were
unfit, who have been asked
to get treatment. On the di-
rection of Superintendent
of Police Mungeli
Chandrabhushan Singh,
keeping in mind the safe
transportation of school
students and in compli-
ance with the directions
given by the Supreme
Court, on Thursday, joint-

ly by Transport
Department Mungeli and
Traffic Police Mungeli in
SNG College Ground, ex-
amination of school vehi-
cles operated in all private
schools of district
Mungeli and health check-
up test camp of drivers /
operators was organized,
under which 35 school ve-
hicles were checked in

which 20 vehicles were
found to be lacking, a chal-
lan of Rs.14800/-
(Summons Fee) was regis-
tered.The team of District
Transport Department,
Mungeli and the team of
Traffic Police Mungeli and
the team of District
Hospital played an impor-
tant role in organizing the
said check-up camp.

Bahadur Puri elected President SDGS

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Jul 03: The
elections of Chhattisgarh
Sanatan Dashnam
Goswami Samaj (SDGS),
District Durg, Dhamdha,
was held at regional elec-
toral area of Gram Shiv
Kokadi in the presence of
presiding officer Manish
Ban Goswami and Khelan
Giri Goswami in demo-
cratic manner.

In this for the post of
President Bahadur Puri
was elected and for the
post of Secretary Balram
Bharti was elected. For the
pot of Treasurer- Chuman
Puri was elected. From
Durg District, the Durg
District President is
Dhanraj Puri Goswami,
organizational secretary
Umesh Giri Goswami,

Indrajeet Bharti.
From rural areas-

Guman Puri, Ramesh Ban,
Pilu Bharti, Sukhdev Puri,
Sudan Puri, Harish Giri,

Jitendra Ban Bala Ban
Mahesh Giril, Nirmal
Bharti. On this occasion
there was presence of
large number of persons

from Goswami samaj from
Dhamdha area, informs
District Media in-charge
Bharadwaj Giri Goswami
in a press release.

New body of SDGS formed

Mamta appointed
member of Pendra

Krishi Mandi
GGoouurreellllaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  JJuull
0033:: National player and
Congress leader Mrs. Mamta
Pavle, Vice President District
Mahila Congress has been made
a member of Pendra Krishi
Mandi. Her appointment has
brought a wave of happiness
among the farmers of the area,
because from time to time
Mamta Pavle has remained
vocal about the problems of
farmers. She is seen working
dedicatedly for the benefit of
various schemes of the govern-
ment, due to which her discus-
sion remains among the farm-
ers. A per information, only re-
cently Pavle had met state pres-
ident Mohan Markam and Girish
Devangan, for developmental
discussions of the region.  

Students get tips on ‘Good
Touch and Bad Touch’

Stone laid for various development works

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jul 03:
The chain of thefts
continues under the
nose of the police due
to lack of night patrol
In ward number 3
Kedarbadi located on
Khairagarh road of
the city, as at around 3
pm, a gang of 4 peo-
ple were seen roam-
ing around the hous-
es located in
Kedarbadi and trying
to intrude the house,
as caught in the

CCTV footage. The
thieves dressed in
lower and vests have
created panic among
the residents.

Gang of thieves caught
on CCTV footage

What official says
" I n f o r m a t i o n

about this incident
was received by the
police in this area,
and investigation is
being done."

- Surendra Swarnakar
Police station in-

charge Dongargarh  

‘RIDE FOR SAVIOURS’ EVENT

Participants ride their bikes during a bikers’ run named Ride for Saviours as part of Gratitude Week 2022 obser-
vance, in New Delhi, Sunday, July 3. The run is part of a seven days gratitude tribute to the doctors and healthcare
workers for their selfless contribution during COVID-19 pandemic.

AFTERMATH OF RAIN

A man examines a road, damaged by a collapsed boundary wall, following heavy rainfall, in Jammu, Sunday, July 3.

Even Kasab didn’t have so much
security: Aaditya Thackeray

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday tar-
geted the Eknath Shinde-
led government on the
stringent security arrange-
ments in place for rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs as they en-
tered the Vidhan Bhavan
premises from a nearby lux-
ury hotel. We have not seen
such security before in
Mumbai. Why are you
scared? Is someone going to
run away? Why so much
fear, Thackeray said as the
Shinde group MLAs
reached Vidhan Bhavan in
special buses.

The four-day old Shiv
Sena-BJP government will
face the floor test on July 4
during the Assembly ses-

sion. Rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
who support Shinde re-
turned to Mumbai from
Goa on Saturday evening
on the eve of the Assembly
session, and were lodged in
a luxury hotel in south
Mumbai, where Vidhan
Bhavan, venue of the floor
test, is located.

As many as 50 MLAs who
support Shinde, including
39 rebel legislators of the
Shiv Sena, on Saturday
evening flew to Mumbai
from Goa by a chartered
flight. Shinde, who had
flown to Goa in the morn-
ing, accompanied them
back.

I hang my head in shame: Kapil
Sibal on state of judiciary

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Expressing concern over
the current state of the judi-
ciary, Rajya Sabha MP and
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
on Sunday said some mem-
bers of the institution have
“let us down” and “I hang
my head in shame” for what
has happened in the recent
past. In an interview with
PTI, Sibal also said that in
recent years, free speech,
and how it has been inter-
preted by the Supreme
Court, unfortunately, is not
allowed the space that is con-
stitutionally permissible to
it. Attacking the BJP-led

government at the Centre,
he said there is a “de facto
emergency” in place with
“throttling” of institutions.
The rule of law is “in-
fringed’’ on a daily basis, he
alleged. Sibal also said the
present dispensation wants
an ‘Opposition-mukt Bharat’
not just a ‘Congress-mukt

Bharat’. Asked about the ar-
rest of Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair, Sibal
said that the more worrying
larger issue was that some
members of the judiciary
have “let us down”. “Some
members of the institution
(judiciary) of which I have
been a part for 50 years, have
let us down. I hang my head
in shame that this has hap-
pened. When the judiciary
turns a blind eye to ex facie
violations of the rule of law
one wonders why an institu-
tion designed to protect the
rule of law allows the rule of
law to be infringed with
open eyes, Sibal told PTI

over phone from the UK.
Talking about the arrest of
Zubair and the denial of bail
to him by a Delhi court, he
said that for a tweet four
years ago without any com-
munal outcome, it is “un-
thinkable” for that person to
have been arrested.

“More than that, now hav-
ing realised that the arrest
cannot possibly be sus-
tained, the investigating
agency is looking for other
matters which have nothing
to do with the original ar-
rest. Clearly what we are
witnessing is a mala fide ar-
rest and a subsequent fish-
ing inquiry,” Sibal said.

ED attaches over Rs 400-cr worth
assets in two money laundering probes

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

The ED has attached
assets of more than Rs
400 crore in two different
money laundering cases
linked to alleged bank
and lottery frauds in
Tamil Nadu. In the first
case, the federal agency
said in a statement, a pro-
visional order for attach-
ing Rs 234.75 crore worth
properties of Sarvana
Stores (Gold Palace),
Chennai, which is ac-
cused of cheating the
Indian Bank, has been is-
sued.

The agency alleged late
Pallakudurai, P Sujatha
and Y P Shiravan, part-

ners of Saravana Stores
(Gold Palace), “con-
spired” with unknown
public servants and oth-
ers to cheat the bank’s
branch located in T.
Nagar area of Chennai.

The business house
had “applied for sanc-
tioning of loan by fabri-
cating balance sheet and
projecting sound finan-
cial health of the firm.
There is a huge mis-
match between the sales
reported and credit en-
tries of the firm,” it said.
The firm presented a
“cosmetic” picture of ex-
pected turnover for up-
coming financial years at
the time of availing loan,

it said.
“In order to cheat

Indian Bank, a signifi-
cant wrongful loss and
deriving personal gain,
the firm in collusion with
property valuer, bank of-
ficials, and certain pri-
vate persons proposed to
purchase assets at a price
which is clearly much
higher than the real fair
market value,” it said.

“The investigation con-
ducted under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act has ade-
quately established the ill
motives of accused indi-
viduals and bank offi-
cials from the inception,”
the ED alleged.

Over 64% of youths joining terrorism in
J&K killed within a year: Officials

Jammu, Jul 03:

The youths joining the ter-
ror ranks in Jammu and
Kashmir have a “short shelf
life” with more than 64 per
cent of them being killed by
security forces within a year,
officials said on Sunday.

Security forces, aided by a
strong on-ground intelli-
gence network, have scaled
up anti-terror operations in
the first five months of this
year, though frequent vio-
lence in south Kashmir re-
mained a cause for concern,
they said.

Citing data of terrorists
neutralised between
January 1 and May 31 this
year, the officials said 64.1
per cent of the new terror re-
cruits were eliminated with-
in a year. Only 26.6 per cent

of the terror recruits lasted
more than 12 months, while
the fate of 9.3 per cent of
them was not known, they
said.

Giving further details, the
officials said 28.1 per cent of
the terror recruits were
killed within one month, 54.7
per cent within six months
and 59.4 per cent within nine
months.

The officials said 70 to 75
youths have joined various
terror groups in Kashmir
Valley in the first five
months of this year. The cor-
responding figure of last
year was near equal. They
said south Kashmir contin-
ued to be the hotbed of ter-
rorism in the valley as the
region saw 59 terrorist
killings by security forces in
the first five months of this

year compared to 31 such
killings in central and north
Kashmir.

Out of the total 90 terror-
ists killed in the valley be-
tween January and May, 26
were Pakistani nationals
and the number is much
more than that of the whole
of previous year when 182
terrorists, including 20 for-
eigners, were killed in 100
anti-terror operations, the
officials said.

The officials said 45 ter-
rorists were arrested during
the period along with huge
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion, with analysis and intel-
ligence inputs suggesting a
large supply of pistols aimed
at target killings besides AK
assault rifles, improvised ex-
plosive devices and sticky
bombs. Six of the 90 terror-

ists killed in 47 encounters
were eliminated on the Line
of Control (LoC) while try-
ing to infiltrate into the val-
ley from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, the officials said,
adding the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba suffered the
major setbacks as 52 of its
terrorists were eliminated
and 18 others apprehended
since January this year. The
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad was the second
on the chart with 20 of its
terrorists being killed and
four others arrested, fol-
lowed by the Hizbul
Mujahideen (11 dead and
one arrested) and Al-Badr
(four dead and three arrest-
ed). The identity of three re-
maining slain terrorists
could not be ascertained, the
officials said.

Gujarat: Accused in 2002 Godhra train
burning case gets life imprisonment

Godhra, Jul 03 (PTI):

A court here has sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment an accused in the
case of Godhra train car-
nage in 2002 in which 59
‘karsevaks’ were killed,
which had triggered
worst riots in the history
of Gujarat.

A court of an additional
sessions judge at Godhra
in Gujarat’s Panchmahal
district on Saturday
awarded life imprison-
ment to the accused, Rafik
Bhatuk, who was arrested
in February 2021.

The trial against him in
the case began after his
arrest last year.

He was accused of
being involved in the case

of torching of a train re-
turning from Ayodhya
with ‘karsevaks’ on
February 27, 2002, killing
59 of them. This had led to
communal riots in the
state, in which over 1,200
people, mostly from a mi-
nority community, were
killed.

Bhatuk is the 35th ac-
cused to be held guilty by
the court in the case so far,
special public prosecutor
RC Kodekar said. “The
judge wished not to be
named,” he said.

A Special Operations
Group (SOG) of the
Panchmahal police
nabbed Bhatuk from a lo-
cality in Godhra town in
February last year. He had
escaped from Godhra

after being named an ac-
cused in the case and
stayed in various cities be-
fore returning here.

Earlier, a special SIT
court had convicted 31
people in the case on
March 1, 2011. Out of
them, 11 were sentenced
to death, while 20 were
sentenced to life impris-
onment.

The Gujarat High Court
had in October 2017 com-
muted the death sentence
of 11 convicts to life im-
prisonment, while up-
holding the punishment
awarded by the special
SIT court to 20 others.

Later, three more per-
sons were sentenced to
life imprisonment in the
case on two occasions.

Shah to table political
resolution at BJP

national executive

Hyderabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

Laying out the party’s
stand on various key is-
sues and setting the tone
for its political activities in
the coming days, Union
Home Minister and senior
BJP leader Amit Shah will
table the all important po-
litical resolution at the
party’s national executive
meeting here on Sunday.

With the executive meet-
ing being held in the back-
drop of the Nupur Sharma
row and the killing of
Udaipur tailor Kanahiya

Lal, it is being keenly
watched if the party
makes any reference to
these two incidents in its
resolution, which will be
seconded by two chief
ministers.

In its condolence resolu-
tion on Saturday, the party
had paid tributes to
Kanahiya Lal and Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala
besides others.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Karnataka Chief
Minister Basvraj Bomai
will second the resolu-

tion.
It is likely that in the

political resolution, the
Modi government’s wel-
fare measures, the BJP’s
victory in recent assem-
bly polls and its prepara-
tion for upcoming assem-
bly polls will be dis-
cussed.

This resolution may
also send out a political
message to the party’s
rank and file on various
prevailing issues and also
for the upcoming assem-
bly polls. Before the start
of the national executive
meeting, BJP’s vice presi-
dent Vasundhara Raje
Scindia on Saturday had
said all important and
prevailing issues will be
discussed in the meeting.
A resolution on the Modi
government’s welfare
measures and economy
was tabled by Union min-
ister and senior party
leader Rajnath Singh in
the BJP’s national meet-
ing on Saturday.
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Three held
Guwahati: At least
three drug peddlers,
including a woman,
was arrested from dif-
ferent places of
Nagaon district of
Assam and 22.4 gram
of heroin were recov-
ered from them, po-
lice said on Sunday.
Based on specific in-
formation, an opera-
tion was launched
and two drug traffick-
ers were apprehended
from a location under
the Jajori police sta-
tion, the Nagaon
District Police tweet-
ed. The police also re-
covered 19.1 gm hero-
in from their posses-
sion, it added.

Newborn girl sold
Jajpur: A newborn
girl, who was alleged-
ly sold by her parents
due to poverty, in
Odisha’s Jajpur dis-
trict, has been res-
cued, police said. The
incident came to the
fore after a child de-
velopment project of-
ficer of Dasarathpur
block filed a recent po-
lice complaint that
Suresh Das and his
wife sold the infant to
a childless couple for
Rs 7,000, they said.
The baby girl was res-
cued from
Champeipal village
on Friday evening
and handed over to
the child welfare com-
mittee, a senior police
officer said.

Pleasant morning 
New Delhi: Delhi
witnessed a pleasant
Sunday morning
with the minimum
temperature settling
at 26.2 degrees
Celsius, two notches
below the average
temperature, India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
said. The relative hu-
midity recorded at
8:30 am was 74 per
cent, it said. The
weather office has
predicted generally
cloudy skies with
very light rain and
thundershowers at
isolated places to-
wards the evening.
The maximum tem-
perature is expected
to hover around 35
degrees Celsius, the
IMD said.

Curfew relaxed 
Udaipur/Jaipur:
With the situation
gradually returning
to normal, curfew
was relaxed for 10
hours on Sunday in
Udaipur where a tai-
lor was murdered by
two men earlier this
week. However, mo-
bile internet services
remained suspend-
ed. Curfew was im-
posed in seven police
station areas of
Udaipur following
the killing of the tai-
lor on Tuesday and
incidents of vio-
lence. The situation
is becoming normal
in the city. Therefore,
it was decided to
relax curfew from 8
am to 6 pm, a district
administration offi-
cial said.

3 killed 
Jaipur: Three peo-
ple were killed when
a container vehicle
collided with a truck
in Dungarpur dis-
trict of Rajasthan, of-
ficials said on
Sunday. The accident
occurred on the
Udaipur-Ahmedabad
highway under the
Bicchiwara police
station area on
Saturday night, they
said. The container
vehicle hit the truck
from behind. Three
people who were in
the container vehicle
died, SHO Ranjeet
Singh said.
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HONG KONG PALACE MUSEUM

Visitors tour the Hong Kong Palace Museum during the first day open to public in Hong Kong, Sunday, July 3, 2022.
It showcases more than 900 Chinese artefacts, loaned from the long-established Palace Museum in Beijing, home
to works of art representing thousands of years of Chinese history and culture

Islamabad, Jul 03 (PTI):

C a s h - s t r a p p e d
Pakistan’s trade deficit
has surged to an all-time
high of USD 48.66 billion
in the outgoing fiscal
year, up from USD 30.96
billion a year ago, a signif-
icant 57 per cent jump on
the back of higher-than-
expected imports, a
media report said on
Sunday.

The trade deficit
reached an alarming level
despite a ban on more
than 800 non-essential
luxury items in May by
the Shehbaz Sharif gov-
ernment, the Dawn news-
paper reported, quoting
the provisional official
data.

Pakistan’s trade gap
widened by more than 32
per cent to touch USD 4.84
billion in June, from USD
3.66 billion a year ago,

driven largely by almost
double the increase in im-
ports compared to ex-
ports, the paper said.

The outgoing fiscal
year’s trade deficit has
crossed the USD 37 billion
figure in 2017-18, which
was largely led by im-
ports related to the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor.

In the subsequent
years, the trade gap
dropped to USD 31.8 bil-
lion in 2018-19 and then to
USD 23.2 billion in 2019-
20, before bouncing back
to USD 30.8 billion in 2020-
21 and finally to a whop-
ping USD 48.64 billion in
the 2021-22 fiscal, accord-
ing to official data.

The outgoing year’s
trade deficit is propelled
by the highest-ever in-
crease in oil prices and
commodities in the inter-
national market due to

the supply chain disrup-
tions brought about due
to the ongoing war in
Ukraine.

The trade deficit has
been on the rise owing to
an unprecedented in-
crease in imports due to a
rise in global commodity
prices, while exports
have stagnated to around
USD 2.5 billion to USD 2.8
billion a month, mostly
those of semi-finished
products and raw materi-
als, the paper added.

Pakistan’s import bill
increased 43.45 per cent
to USD 80.51 billion dur-
ing 2021-22, up from USD
56.12 billion, just a year
ago. Last week, the
Pakistan government
steeply hiked petroleum
prices to implement the
tough preconditions set
by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
revive the stalled USD 6

billion bailout package
for the cash-strapped
country.

Prices of all petroleum
products went up by
about Rs 14-19 per litre
after the decision came
into effect from midnight
on Thursday.

This was the fourth
hike in petroleum under
the incumbent govern-
ment assumed power in
April.

The IMF has set tough
preconditions like hiking
electricity tariffs and im-
posing a levy on petrole-
um products to revive the
stalled bailout pro-
gramme.

The global lender also
asked Pakistan to set up
an anti-corruption task
force to review all the ex-
isting laws that were
aimed at curbing graft in
the government depart-
ments.

Pakistan’s trade deficit hits record-high
of USD 48.66 billion as imports soar

Kathmandu, Jul 03 (PTI):

India on Sunday gifted
75 ambulances and 17
school buses to Nepal as
part of its ongoing efforts
to build on the robust and
longstanding partnership
between the two countries
and help the Himalayan
nation bolster its infra-
structure in healthcare
and education sectors.

India’s newly-appointed
Ambassador Naveen
Srivastava handed over
the keys of the vehicles in
the presence of Devendra
Paudel, Nepal’s Ministry
of Education, Science and
Technology.

The gifting of 75 ambu-
lances also marks 75 years
of India’s Independence,
the Indian Embassy here
said.

The gifting of ambu-
lances and school buses is
part of the very robust and
strong development part-
nership between the two
countries, Srivastava said.

This initiative has been
one of the long-standing
traditions of the Indian
government under the
Nepal-India Development
Partnership Programme
to bolster efforts of the
Nepal government to
strengthen its infrastruc-
ture in health and educa-
tion, he added.

Paudel appreciated
India’s various ongoing
developmental projects in
Nepal and said these ini-
tiatives will continue to
strengthen people-to-peo-
ple linkages and improve
relations between the two
countries.

The 75 ambulances and
17 school buses will be
handed over to various
governmental depart-
ments and NGOs working
in healthcare and educa-
tion sectors in various dis-
tricts in Nepal, the Indian
mission said.

In 2021, India had gifted
39 ambulances equipped
with ventilators to Nepal

as part of its efforts to help
Kathmandu in its fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Similarly, in 2020, India
had gifted 41 ambulances
and six school buses to
Nepal on the occasion of
the 151st birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Nepal is important for
India in the context of its
overall strategic interests
in the region, and the lead-
ers of the two countries
have often noted the age-
old Roti Beti relationship.

The land-locked country
relies heavily on India for
the transportation of
goods and services.

Nepal’s access to the sea
is through India, and it im-
ports a predominant pro-
portion of its require-
ments from and through
India.

The India-Nepal Treaty
of Peace and Friendship of
1950 forms the bedrock of
the special relations be-
tween the two countries.

India gifts 75 ambulances,
17 school buses to Nepal Slovyansk (Ukraine), Jul 03 (AP):

A group of young off-
duty Ukrainian soldiers
gathered at a military dis-
tribution center to enjoy a
rare respite from the fight-
ing that has again en-
gulfed their fractured
home in eastern Ukraine.

As they shared jokes
and a pizza, artillery ex-
plosions could be heard a
few kilometers away a re-
minder of the looming bat-
tle that threatens to unfold
here in the city of
Slovyansk, which was oc-
cupied by Russian proxy
fighters in 2014.

Everyone knows that
there will be a huge battle
in Slovyansk, said one of
the soldiers, who could not
be named for security rea-
sons. Now, eight years
after their city was last oc-
cupied, the war has re-
turned. Slovyansk could
become the next major tar-
get in Russia’s campaign
to take the Donbas region,
Ukraine’s predominantly
Russian-speaking indus-

trial heartland, if Moscow
captures Lysychansk the
last remaining Ukrainian
stronghold in Luhansk
province, 70 kilometers (43
miles) to the east.

Another soldier, a 23-
year-old accountant who
joined up when the inva-
sion began, said
Ukrainian forces simply
do not have the weapons to
fight off the superior arse-
nal of the approaching
Russian army.

We know what’s coming
he said with a sad smile.

These soldiers were still
teenagers when pro-
Russian separatists cap-
tured and held the town
for three months. The
brief occupation in 2014
terrorised Slovyansk,
where dozens of officials
and journalists were taken
hostage, and several
killings took place.

Fierce fighting and
shelling broke out when
the Ukrainian army laid
siege to the city to recap-
ture it. Actually, the war
never left Slovyansk. It

didn’t leave people’s heads
said Tetiana Khimion, a
43-year-old dance choreog-
rapher who converted a
fishing store into a hub for
local military units.

On the one hand, it is
easier for us because we
know what it’s like. On the
other hand, it is more diffi-
cult for us since we’ve
been living like this for
eight years in a suspended
condition.

Slovyansk is a city of
splintered loyalties. With a
large retired population, it
is not uncommon to hear
older residents express
sympathy towards Russia
or nostalgia for their
Soviet past. There is also
distrust of the Ukrainian
army and government.

After a recent shelling of
his apartment block, one
resident named Sergei
said he believed that the
strike was launched by
Ukraine.

I’m not pro-Russian, I’m
not pro-Ukrainian. I am
somewhere in between he
said.

Splintered Ukrainian city braces
for new battle with Russia

Washington, Jul 03 (PTI):

The United States wel-
comed 661,500 new citizens
as of June 15 in the fiscal
year 2022, with India the
second largest country of
birth for naturalised
American citizens in the
first quarter after Mexico.

Throughout our nation’s
history, the promise of both
life and liberty, and the free-
dom to pursue happiness, is
what has drawn millions
from across the globe to call
America their home,” US
Citizenship and
Immigration Services
(USCIS) Director M Jaddou
said on Friday.

In Fiscal Year 2021, the
USCIS welcomed 855,000
new US citizens. In Fiscal
Year 2022, the USCIS has
welcomed 661,500 new US cit-
izens as of June 15 and made
significant progress in reduc-
ing our naturalisation pend-
ing queues, the agency said.
The USCIS said it would cele-
brate Independence Day this
year by welcoming more
than 6,600 new citizens in

more than 140 naturalisation
ceremonies between July 1
and July 8. The US celebrates
its Independence Day on
July 4. According to the US
Homeland Security, 34 per
cent of naturalisations in FY
2022 Q1 consisted of persons
from the top five countries of
nationality: Mexico (24,508),
India (12,928), the
Philippines (11,316), Cuba
(10,689), and the Dominican
Republic (7,046). During this
period, the US welcomed
1,97,148 new citizens.

In FY 2021 Q1, the top five
countries of nationality
(Mexico, India, Cuba, the
Philippines, and China) ac-
counted for 35 per cent of
naturalisations, it said. The
US federal government’s fis-
cal year runs from October 1
to September 30. “At the
USCIS, our belief in the
promise of America is re-
newed daily as we work to
welcome immigrants as our
fellow citizens, said Jaddou,
adding “our country will be
stronger and more diverse
because of the choice they
have made.

India among top five countries of
birth for naturalised US citizens

Seoul, Jul 03 (AP):

North Korea on Sunday
slammed the United
States, South Korea and
Japan for pushing to boost
their trilateral military co-
operation targeting the
North, warning that the
move is prompting urgent
calls for the country to re-
inforce its military capa-
bility.

North Korea has long
cited what it calls hostility
by the United States and
its allies as a reason to pur-
sue a nuclear programme.

Sunday’s statement comes
as North Korea’s neigh-
bours say the country is
ready for its first nuclear
test in five years as part of
its provocative run of
weapons tests this year.

The prevailing situation
more urgently calls for
building up the country’s
defence to actively cope
with the rapid aggravation
of the security environ-
ment of the Korean
Peninsula and the rest of
the world, the North
Korean Foreign Ministry
said in a statement, with-

out elaborating how it
would boost its military
capacity.

The statement took
issue with a trilateral
meeting among the US,
South Korean and
Japanese leaders on the
sidelines of a NATO sum-
mit last week, during
which they underscored
the need to strengthen
their cooperation to deal
with North Korean nu-
clear threats.

The chief executives of
the US, Japan and South
Korea put their heads to-

gether for confrontation
with (North Korea) and
discussed the dangerous
joint military countermea-
sures against it including
the launch of tripartite
joint military exercises,
the statement said.

North Korea views US-
led military exercises in
the region, particularly
ones with rival South
Korea, as an invasion re-
hearsal, though
Washington and Seoul
have repeatedly said they
have no intentions of at-
tacking the North.

North Korea slams US-South Korea-Japan military cooperation
Bangkok, Jul 03 (AP):

China’s top diplomat on
Saturday arrived on his
first visit to Myanmar
since the military seized
power last year to attend a
regional meeting that the
government said was a
recognition of its legitima-
cy and opponents protest-
ed as a violation of peace
efforts.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi will join
counterparts from
Myanmar, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam in

a meeting of the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation
group in the central city of
Bagan, a UNESCO World
Heritage site. The group-
ing is a Chinese-led initia-

tive that includes the coun-
tries of the Mekong Delta,
a potential source of re-
gional tensions due to an
increasing number of hy-
droelectric projects that
are altering the flow and
raising concerns of eco-
logical damage. China has
built 10 dams along the
upper stretch of the
Mekong, the part it calls
the Langcang.

Military government
spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw
Min Tun told a news con-
ference in the capital
Naypyitaw on Friday that

the attendance of the for-
eign ministers at the meet-
ing was a recognition of
Myanmar’s sovereignty
and its government.

He said the ministers
will sign memorandums of
understanding and con-
tracts. He did not elabo-
rate. It’s unclear whether
Wang would meet Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the
head of the military gov-
ernment. Myanmar’s mili-
tary seized power from the
elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi on
February 1, 2021.

China’s top diplomat visits Myanmar amid opposition protest

London, Jul 03 (AP):

Hundreds of thousands
of people turned out on
the streets of London on
Saturday to mark the 50th
anniversary of the UK’s
first Pride parade, filling
the streets of the British
capital with colour.

A vibrant crowd turned
out to either take part in
or watch the festivities,
forming a spectacle of
rainbow flags, glitter and
sequins. After two years of
cancellations because of
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, the parade came a half-
century after Britain’s
first march to celebrate
Pride in 1972 in London.

Saturday’s procession
took on a similar route to
the original, starting out-
side Hyde Park and tour-
ing the streets towards
Westminster. The London
mayor’s office said that
more than 1 million rev-
ellers attended the cele-

brations, which also in-
cluded a concert in
Trafalgar Square.

Chris Joell-Deshields,
the director of organizers
Pride in London, said mo-
mentous rights and free-
doms had been earned
since the inaugural event,

but there is more to be
done. London Mayor
Sadiq Khan hailed a beau-
tiful day of unity, visibili-
ty, equality and solidarity
as he joined in the celebra-
tions. More than 600
LGBTQ groups were ex-
pected to take part in the

march, which was headed
by members of the Gay
Liberation Front from the
1972 protest.
Organizations ranging
from charities to universi-
ties to the emergency
services were also repre-
sented. But uniformed of-

ficers from London’s
Metropolitan Police force
weren’t among them, as
has been the case in previ-
ous years. The move came
in response to LGBTQ
campaigners raising con-
cerns over their confi-
dence in policing, in par-

ticular the quality of the
police force’s investiga-
tion into murders carried
out by serial killer
Stephen Port. In 2016, Port
was sentenced to life in
prison without parole for
the murders of four young
gay men whom he met on-
line. Members of the po-
lice force were able to join
Saturday’s march of their
own accord. I think the po-
lice have been sensitive to
the issues raised by the
community, Khan said.
And there will be uni-
formed officers in and
around Pride to make
sure we’re all safe, to
make sure this parade is a
success. Those taking part
had been urged to take a
COVID-19 test before the
march with virus cases on
the rise across Britain.
The U.K. Health Security
Agency had issued a simi-
lar caution for people
showing possible symp-
toms of monkeypox.

Pride parade returns in London on 50th anniversary

E ven with millions in fund-
ing and super high-tech

equipment, the world's space
agencies need a helping hand
from people at home. On this
year's list of the top five asteroid
hunters in the world, it's no sur-
prise the top four spots are filled
by multimillion-dollar NASA-
funded projects. But coming in at
number five is a trio of ama-
teurs, Alain Maury, Georges
Attard and Daniel Parrott.
Maury is a retired engineer and
astronomer who moved to Chile
from France to better pursue his
passion for stargazing. He runs
star tours' to the Atacama
Desert, allowing visitors access
to his high-powered telescopes
and their window onto the daz-
zling southern skies. Attard, also
a retired engineer, stayed in
France. He takes Maury's data
and runs the numbers in his
spare time, calculating asteroids'
trajectories, orbits and mass.
Parrott is an American comput-
er scientist who wrote software
now used by hundreds of as-
tronomers to catalogue and iden-
tify space objects.

Called the MAP project, from
their last names, together they
have discovered hundreds of as-
teroids, including near-Earth ob-
jects (NEOs) and a few comets be-
sides. They have published pa-
pers in serious scientific journals
and won accolades for their work
and grants to continue it.
Amateur or semi-professional as-
tronomers play a surprisingly
large role in the discovery of

NEOs. When a new object is spot-
ted, it is followed up and its orbit
tracked and this is where ama-
teurs become vital. First, the
sighting. Far from the romantic
image of an astronomer looking
through the eyepiece of their tel-
escope somewhere in a dome ob-
servatory, modern survey tele-
scopes are powerful and automat-
ed machines, using technical
cameras such as CCD or CMOS,
sophisticated software and ma-
chine learning to scan large por-
tions of the sky and report the po-
sitions of anything that moves to
the Minor Planet Center almost
in real time. Once a new object is
spotted, it draws the attention of
the astronomical community
both professional and amateur.

At that point, all that is known
is there is something new in the
sky. The object must then be ob-
served on several subsequent
nights in order to compute its
orbit. Once the orbit is known,
the object becomes discovered'
and it is designated and an-
nounced to the world. A good
orbit calculation means the posi-
tion of the object can be comput-
ed precisely decades or centuries
into the future or the past. This
follow-up is often perceived as a
secondary, grunt work. But it is
essential; without follow-up,
there is no discovery. Amateurs
often have the time to observe
NEO candidates and so they be-
come valuable co-discoverers of
NEOs. The declining cost of rel-
atively large off-the-shelf tele-
scopes, CCD and CMOS cam-
eras, and astronomical software
have allowed amateur observers
to become more professional in
their hobby. In the last few
years, the precision of position-
al measurements in the hands
of some amateur astronomers
has reached the precision of
professional instruments.
Parrott's software is now pre-
ferred by many astronomers,
even professionals.

Astronomy clubs allow enthu-
siasts to share equipment and

knowledge, and the internet and
social media have allowed ob-
servers around the world to con-
nect, creating a network of vigi-
lance. Amateur astronomers just
need to find their niche, zeroing
in on the opportunity created
when government-funded sur-
veys leave gaps. MAP observes
from Chile because the southern
skies have been without any
large NEO survey telescope.
Another area where amateur ob-
servers excel is chasing the
smallest NEOs. Meteoroids a few
metres across are sometimes de-
tected only hours before impact.
In recent years, four have been
discovered with dedicated sur-
veys (Catalina Sky Survey and
ATLAS). A fifth, 2022 EB5, was
spotted in March this year by
Hungarian astronomer Kriszti n
S rneczky two hours before it
crashed into Earth somewhere
north of Iceland. The direct hit
was confirmed by infrasonic de-
tection and a few reports from
Icelanders who saw blue flashes.
With no where near the budget
of NASA, S rneczky's discovery
was enabled by dedicated time
on the telescope, years of up-
grades to the Hungarian obser-
vatory and bad weather at many
other professional observatories.

A lot of astronomical image
databases are becoming avail-
able online, allowing amateur as-
tronomers to fetch the data and
look for moving objects. The im-
ages were scrutinised by profes-
sionals 10 or 20 years ago, but
back then the processing power
of the best computers was pitiful
compared to what an average
person has today on their per-
sonal computer or tablet.
Archival searches are often en-
abled through public outreach
services, such as Galaxy
Zoo/Zooniverse or IASC. Many
catalogs are freely accessible to
anyone. Through these files, am-
ateur astronomers have discov-
ered NEOs or have extended the
arcs of known asteroids many
years into the past and so im-

proved the orbit calculations.
Sometimes, unexpected help
comes from private industry and
startups, such as Unistellar's
eVscope. This is an off-the-shelf
digital telescope that doesn't
have a classical eyepiece.
Instead, images are viewed
through a mobile phone or
tablet. Unistellar encourages
thousands of its users to volun-
teer their telescopes for science.
Home astronomers just need to
put the telescope outdoors and
the eVscope will be remotely
overtaken for a few minutes to
observe a given target, such as a
nearby NEO.

At a given time, data around
the world is gathered from these
amateur machines and submit-
ted to the Minor Planet Center.
Afterwards, eVscopes simply re-
sume their domestic stargazing
purpose. The first NEO to be dis-
covered was Eros. Found in 1989,
it is a whopping 17 kilometres
across. In 2005 NASA set a goal
to discover 90 percent of NEOs
with diameters larger than 140
metres within the decade. The
dedicated surveys Catalina Sky
Survey, Pan-STARRS, NEOWISE
and ATLAS pushed the discov-
ery numbers up. There are now
about 10,000 known NEOs larger
than 140 metres and more than
29,000 NEOs in total and the
numbers are rising daily. Yet
this still only represents about
40 percent of the estimated as-
teroid population. Apparently, 20
years and a professional push
weren't sufficient to find them
all. The upcoming Vera Rubin
Observatory in Chile and NEO
Surveyor, a planned space tele-
scope, could change the game.
But until then, and probably
even afterwards, enthusiastic
stargazers at home will continue
to play a role in finding, tracking
and characterising near-Earth
objects.

Writer is  from Harvard &
Smithsonian Center for

Astrophysics
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Resort politics
The political crisis that

has just ended in
Maharashtra holds a mir-
ror to the kind of politics
being pursued in our coun-
try. It is symptomatic of a
degenerate political cul-
ture. Thanks to MLAs
herded to resorts as part of
political power play, the
phrase ‘resort politics’
now has wide currency.
One would have expected
the dissident MLAs to go to
their respective con-
stituencies and acquaint
the people why they intend
to revolt. Instead, they
were holed up in faraway
Guwahati to carry out
their planned revolt and
dislodge their party’s own
government. The visuals
of MLAs staying in five-
star hotels and making
merry mocked the people
of Assam facing massive
floods. The revolt has noth-
ing to do with public serv-
ice, which the elected rep-
resentatives are expected
to perform. The money,
time and efforts expended
on political machinations
could have been diverted to
tackle issues affecting the
lives of people. Whatever
grievances the rebel MLAs
had, they should have
raised them at the party
forum, instead they chose
to conspire with the BJP
for a change of govern-
ment.

Ramesh Gupta,
Narwana

Respect all religions
Killing of any human

being in the name of reli-
gion is not justifiable. No
religion teaches us to kill
any human. Religion only
believes in harmony, love
and live and let live. Some
fundamentalists do not be-
lieve in this doctrine and
indulge in violence.
Anyone who issues a state-
ment contrary to any reli-
gion, or which hurts some-
one’s religious sentiments,
should adopt a cautious ap-
proach. Our country is sec-
ular and we should respect
all religions, so we can co-
exist in peace.

S kumar, via mail

Calls for strict
action

Refer to the communal
disturbances in different
states and the recent bru-
tal killing in Udaipur; the
incident occurred when
PM Modi was seen hug-
ging Islamic heads of few
countries. Whether it was
the brutal murder of a
youth by Nihangs at
Delhi’s border, or other un-
pleasant incidents, the
Prime Minister’s silence
on vital issues reflects his
‘neutrality’ and that his
only concern is politics.
Stern action is needed.
Only that can help restore
peace and communal har-
mony.

Puneet Mehta, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I
ndia is now at the cusp of getting back to high economic growth
with positive signs witnessed in overall revival of the economy after

two years of difficult covid times. One important and critical factor in
evolving the economic strategy is to ensure that India’s foreign trade
grows leaps and bounds. Basically trade is the X-factor in ensuring India
sustained the high growth path for at least a decade or so. For this many
macro economists have advocated the need to push free trade agree-
ments, both bilateral and regional. The economists include former Vice
Chairman of NITI Aayog Arvind Panagariya and Chief Economic Advisor
Arvind Subramanian. The response from the Indian government had been
lukewarm to this proposal in the past few years. But now with India’s ex-
ports looking up after being stagnant in last few year, there appears to be
a growing realization that protectionism even for geopolitical considera-
tions did no good to the economy. With India’s two way trade of goods and
services going beyond $ one trillion in 2021- 22, India’s commerce and tex-
tiles minister Piyush Goyal has raised the hopes of more free trade agree-
ments fructifying in the near future. Goyal said at the recent India
International garment fair in Noida that India is now moving ahead in sign-
ing Free Trade agreements with Canada, European Union, United Kingdom
and Australia. He was confident of FTA with United Kingdom being signed
by Deepavali this year. He also said even GCC, Israel along with Eurasia
and Brazil have shown interest in forging FTA with India. This is certainly a
welcome development considering the fact that India’s FTA negotiations
with EU have been protracted and has been going on for nearly a decade.
Now India and EU have committed to conclude the trade deal by 2024.
Earlier this year, India signed a trade deal with UAE and is in the process of
negotiations with Russia and South African Customs Union. The FTA with
Australia is now virtually done deal. With Russia, it may take some time in
view of RussiaUkraine war. With ASEAN though India has a Free trade
agreement, there are some thorny issues that is coming in the way of
smooth functioning of FTA. India wants some of the non-tariff barriers to
be removed particularly on farm and automotive trade. But the trade with
ASEAN has been growing with Singapore becoming inward and outward
hub for foreign investments. The differences with ASEAN is one of the rea-
sons for India walking away from China led Regional comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership agreement in November 2019. Of course, the main rea-
son was geo-political considerations after the New Delhi’s standoff with
Beijing due to the border clashes in Ladakh. Lately some trade pact in the
Indo-pacific region has been worked upon. Though India is not part of any
trading bloc so far, there is one regional trade agreement in South Asia
which has remained a nonstarter mainly because of Pakistan. But bilateral
free trade agreements with Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal are working
reasonably well. But Nepal and Sri Lanka have been lately going through a
major economic crisis. Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has warned
against abandoning free trade in the face of global supply chain shocks. 

He said just say “no” to U S attempts to “friend Shoring” to deal with
the supply chain shocks. Abandoning free and fair trade is not the answer.
Recently US has become India’s largest trading partner overtaking China
at nearly $120 billion annually. But China and Gulf countries are equally
important trading close to $100 billion each annually. But more important-
ly India needed to chalk out strategies to push sectoral exports particular-
ly agricultural products, which had potential touch $100 billion exports an-
nually in the near term from the present $45 billion annually. With global
food crisis looming large with the surging inflation and Ukraine-Russia
conflict, there is every possibility of India cashing-in the shortterm as well.
India has the potential to become a food bowl of the world. India is among
the largest producers of food grains, vegetables, fruits, dairy products, be-
sides a few other crops. Food processing industry is increasingly becoming
an export oriented industry in the country. India is yet to meet the domes-
tic demand of oilseeds and pulses where it needed some tweaking of pro-
duction. Though India is among the top producers of some of the food
crops, it still needed catching up to do in improving productivity and re-
ducing underemployment in the farm sector, which is also pulling down
productivity to some extent. There are already efforts to make the Indian
agriculture smart through reforms of the laws and going high tech through
use of drones. Water management and improving fertility of land are two
major areas where some nation-wide efforts were on. India is strong in ex-
ports of software, auto and auto ancillaries, engineering goods, gems and
jewellery, textiles and handicrafts. But there is a huge potential in these
areas particularly in manmade garments, electronics and mobile phones
where things have started looking up after the PLI schemes introduced
last year. There is still a long way to go in these areas. Though India is a
major exporter of semiconductor designs it is weak in its manufacturing
and now attempts are being made to get into this area as well. With ex-
ports of goods and services looking up India can become a major econom-
ic powerhouse if this potential is harnessed wisely through right policy and
tactical business moves. This opportunity has come at a time when China
is slowing down. The signs are already there but the key is to conclude free
trade agreements and phased reduction of tariff barriers. Government is
on track at the moment to push this positive agenda.

Free trade agreements in coming
days will act as a big booster

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  MONDAY,  JULY  04,  2022

People wade through waterlogged streets after heavy rainfall, in Bikaner, Sunday, July 3.

The amateur asteroid hunters giving NASA a run for its money

RAINS IN BIKANER

PETER VERES

B umble, the social networking
app for women, returns with

Stand for Safety after the successful
launch of its first edition last year.
The campaign is part of the app's on-
going global effort to create a safer,
friendlier and more respectful inter-
net. In response to growing digital se-
curity concerns in India, this year the
app is collaborating with the Center
for Social Research (CSR), a non-profit
organization dedicated to building a
nonviolent and inclusive society in
India, to publish  a safety manual to
raise awareness of digital safety and
empower the community to recognize
and address online hate, bullying and
discrimination. The handbook, pro-
duced in partnership with Nyaaya, an
independent open-access digital re-
source, provides simple, actionable in-
formation to educate people about
their legal rights and how to exercise
them when faced with hate and dis-
crimination in line.

“We are delighted to partner with
the Centre for Social Research and
Nyaaya to create this one-of-a-kind
safety handbook to support our com-
munity and equip them with crucial
information to recognise and combat
online abuse, discrimination and ha-
rassment. Bumble is built on the core
values of kindness, respect, inclusivi-

ty and equality, and safety has been
central to Bumble's mission from day
one. Our ‘Stand for Safety’ initiative
further demonstrates our deeper com-
mitment to creating a world where all
relationships are healthy and equi-
table.” commented Mahima Kaul,
Head of Public Policy APAC at
Bumble. The app's recent nationwide
study revealed how online harass-
ment is affecting people across the
country. Some of the most notable
findings include:

* 1 in 2 (50 percent) people have en-
countered hateful content online
and 1 in 4 women have witnessed
negative comments about their
physical appearance and abuse
against women at least once a week.

* 40 percent of people surveyed say
that they have faced online hate-
driven speech and bullying with re-
gards to discrimination against a
particular group or community
and their physical appearance.

* More than half (52 percent) of peo-

ple surveyed said they have felt
angry after facing online hate and
bullying.

* 48 percent of people say that facing
online hate and bullying has made
it hard for them to trust other peo-
ple.

* Out of this, more than half respon-
dents surveyed were women.

Jyoti Vadehra, Head, Media and
Communications at Centre for Social
Research, commented, “Equal, equi-
table and inclusive online spaces can
become a reality when we all work to-
gether. We are happy to have part-
nered with Bumble in India in their ef-
forts to make the Internet a safer and
kinder space especially for women
and other marginalised communities.
Creation of Bumble’s Safety Hand-
book is a vital step in the right direc-
tion, and the purpose is to give agency
to the users, and to empower them
with the right tools to fortify their
well-being, while navigating the on-
line space.”

Recognizing India's socio-cultural
and multilingual diversity, the app
will strive to update its policies by
adding more stop words in several
Indian regional languages ??to contin-
ue its commitment to promoting a safe
and inclusive online space.

40 percent of people have faced online hate and bullying

T he horrific killing of a Hindu tailor in Rajasthan’s Udaipur town by
two Muslim men is a reprehensible and barbaric act. The tailor,

Kanhaiya Lal, was attacked with sharp weapons (machetes) because the
shopkeeper had backed controversial comments made by former BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma on Prophet Mohammed. The men video-
graphed their attack and were later seen gloating with their weapons, is-
suing threats to even Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The gruesome mur-
der whipped up tension in the town, prompting the government to sus-
pend internet services and deploy a large posse of police forces. No word
is strong enough to condemn the horrendous beheading by two barbar-
ians, Mohammad Riyaz and Gaus Mohammad, even if they were defend-
ing Islam by beheading the poor tailor. Indeed, the most chilling aspect of
what Riyaz and Gaus did was the videography, reminiscent of ISIS-style
brutality. Clearly, what happened in Udaipur requires a multi-level and
multi-agency response. A thorough investigation by NIA into Lal’s murder,
with the state government cooperating, and quick, definitive results are
the best first responses to the act of terrorism. Interminable delays do
great harm to the cause of fighting terror, especially when social situa-
tions are volatile. The other crucial job for investigators is to figure out
whether Riyaz and Gaus are part of a deadly pattern that will emerge over
time. If that’s the case, it’s imperative that agencies are proactive in their
response. The two suspects must be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law to send a message that such acts of mediaeval brutality cannot be tol-
erated in any modern society. The manner in which the violence was cap-
tured on camera and flaunted on video, the premeditated nature of the
murder itself, and the celebration that followed — all point to the peak of a
communal volcano that India has climbed up. The Rajasthan police have
acted with alacrity and arrested the criminals, whose trial and punishment
must be quick and exemplary. The state deserves credit for swift action,
although the police should have been alive to the threat faced by Lal. The
local administration moved quickly to arrest the two men, but it must an-
swer why no action was taken when Lal complained that he had received
specific threats. Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot who has noted the
deteriorating situation, of communal hostility, in several parts of the coun-
try has requested Prime Minister Modi to issue an appeal for peace. The
BJP, on the contrary, has accused the Congress in Rajasthan of appease-
ment of a community — in a reference to Muslims, who are at the receiv-
ing end of police violence and discriminatory policy at the national level
and in many states. The Udaipur killing marks a major turn in the commu-
nal situation in India, and could potentially trigger more such violence. In
state after state, and in incident after incident, local police forces have
been found wanting even when clear indications of threats have been
available. And finally, all political parties must keep an eye on groups and
individuals who can say or do things that aggravate an already volatile sit-
uation. Unfortunately, despite leaders of various political parties, including
of the Islamic sects and, of course, AIIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi, decry-
ing the killing, there is a lurking fear that the heinous killers could be treat-
ed as heroes by a section of the Muslims.

Udaipur killing, a savage act
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Power ministry 
New Delhi: A three-
member team of the
Power Ministry visit-
ed Coal India-arm
MCL to monitor the
availability of the dry
fuel at various railway
sidings, mines and
prepare a plan for lo-
gistics to maximise
the despatch of fuel to
thermal power plants.
The development as-
sumes significance in
the wake of efforts
being made to avoid
the reoccurrence of
power outages faced
by the country at the
beginning of the sum-
mer season this year
due to the shortage of
coal supplies.

D-Mart Q1 
revenue jumps

New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported a nearly twofold
rise in its standalone
revenue from opera-
tions to Rs 9,806.89
crore for the first quar-
ter ended on June 30,
2022. The company
had revenue from op-
erations of Rs 5,031.75
crore in the April-June
quarter a year ago,
Avenue Supermarts
informed BSE in a reg-
ulatory filing.
“Standalone Revenue
from operations for the
quarter ended (QE)
June 30, 2022 stood at
Rs 9,806.89 crore,” said
Avenue Supermarts in
a regulatory filing
while sharing a 
company update at the
end of quarter.

FPI exodus 
continues 

New Delhi:

Continuing their mas-
sive selling spree for
the ninth consecutive
month, foreign in-
vestors dumped
Indian shares worth
Rs 50,203 crore in June
— the highest net out-
flow in over two years
— amid aggressive
rate hike by the US
Federal Reserve, ele-
vated inflation and
relatively higher valu-
ation of domestic eq-
uities. Foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs)
have now pulled out
around Rs 2.2 lakh
crore from domestic
equities in the first six
months of 2022 — the
highest-ever net with-
drawal by them.

Discoms 
New Delhi: Total out-
standing dues owed by
electricity distribu-
tion companies (dis-
coms) to power pro-
ducers rose by 4 per
cent year-on-year to
Rs 1,32,432 crore in
June 2022. Discoms
owed a total of Rs
1,27,306 crore to power
generation firms in
June 2021, according to
portal PRAAPTI
(Payment Ratification
And Analysis in Power
procurement for bring-
ing Transparency in
Invoicing of
generators).

Tesla’s 2Q sales
drop 

Detroit: Tesla’s sales
from April through
June fell to their low-
est quarterly level
since last fall as supply
chain issues and pan-
demic restrictions in
China hobbled produc-
tion of its electric vehi-
cles. The company on
Saturday disclosed it
sold more than 254,000
cars and SUVs from
April through June, an
18% drop from the first
three months of this
year and also well
below the pace in last
year’s final quarter.

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Time has come for the
Indian pharmaceuticals
industry to move from
‘volume’ to ‘value’ leader-
ship to capture global mar-
ket and the government is
committed to supporting
companies with industry-
friendly policies, Union
minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said.

Addressing an interac-
tive session with Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance,
the Minister for
Chemicals & Fertilizers
and Health & Family
Welfare also asked the
homegrown firms to learn
from global best practices
and develop own models to
meet domestic demand
while increasing interna-
tional footprint.

“Let us move from
‘Volume’ to ‘Value’ leader-
ship to capture global
pharmaceutical market,”
an official statement said,

quoting Mandaviya.
He further said, “It is

time to accumulate knowl-
edge from global best prac-
tices in research, manufac-
turing and innovation and
develop our own models
focused on accelerating
production to meet the do-
mestic demand while in-
creasing our global foot-
print.” The minister also
pushed for making the
pharmaceutical sector
leapfrog in its growth tra-
jectory in the upcoming
years. “We already have
the required ‘man power
and brand power’ and

Indian companies today
are at an inflexion point to
capture top global posi-
tions,” he said.

Stating that India has
been acknowledged as
“pharmacy of the world”
based on its generic medi-
cines production and the
volume share in global
market, Mandaviya said it
is time to move ahead and
capture the top global posi-
tions based on the value
too. “Let us learn from
global best practices, and
develop our own models
for meeting domestic de-
mand while increasing
global footprint,” he
added. Reiterating the im-
portance of long-term
policies which provide sta-
bility to the industry, the
minister also emphasised
that the government is
committed to supporting
the pharma companies
with industry-friendly
policies and investor pro-
moting ecosystem.

Time has come for Indian 
pharmaceuticals industry to move to

value leadership: Mandaviya
New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Vedanta Group expects
its semiconductor busi-
ness turnover to be in the
range of USD 3 to 3.5 bil-
lion out of which around
USD 1 billion will come
from exports, a senior offi-
cial of the company said.

Vedanta Group’s global
managing director of dis-
play and semiconductor
business Akarsh Hebbar
told PTI that its JV part-
ner Foxconn has all the
agreements and required
technologies in place to
start making electronic
chips.

Vedanta Foxconn JV is
among three companies
that have applied for set-
ting up semiconductor
manufacturing units in
the country. Vedanta has
also applied for setting up
a display fabrication plant
to make screens that are
used for display in elec-
tronic devices. “We expect
our turnover to be in the

range of USD 3-3.5 billion
in the first phase which is
by 2026-27. This will be
from both display and
semiconductor combined.
At that time we expect
USD 1 billion to come from
exports,” Hebbar told PTI.

Vedanta Group has ear-
marked investments of up
to USD 20 billion for semi-
conductor business, and it
plans to invest USD 15 bil-
lion in the first 10 years.

This is the second at-
tempt of Vedanta Group to
enter into the semiconduc-
tor business. Earlier the
company had announced
plans to foray into the seg-
ment in 2015-16 with USD
10 billion to set up a dis-
play fab unit but it could
not get government’s ap-
proval.

Later, Vedanta acquired
Taiwan-based Avanstrate
to enter into display fab

manufacturing.
The company has now

formed a JV with electron-
ics manufacturing giant
Foxconn to set up an elec-
tronic chip manufacturing
plant.

“Foxconn is running
four foundries themselves.
They purchase USD 30-40
billion worth of semicon-
ductors. The reason we
don’t see it is because the S
group is a very small sub-
sidiary of Foxconn com-
pared to the whole of
Foxconn.

They are going to bring
this ecosystem here.
Foxconn is a fully integrat-
ed unit that can bring IPs
(Intellectual Properties)
required to make 28
nanometer technology,”
Hebbar said.

He said India’s vision is
to make 1 billion smart-
phones by 2030, 15 million
televisions and 24 million
notebooks per year by 2030
only for local consump-
tion.

Vedanta Group eyes USD 3.5 
billion turnover from chip business

Hyderabad, Jul 03:

Ram Chandra Prasad
Singh, Union Minister of
Steel, Government of
India visited the NMDC
Head Office in Hyderabad
today. Steel Minister con-
ducted a meeting with
CMD Sumit Deb,
Functional Directors and
Senior Management of
the company to review the
production performance
and future roadmap of
India’s mining major.

Encouraging the
NMDC Team, Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh
said, “I exhort you to en-
hance exploration of min-
erals using the latest tech-
nology and best industry
practices.” Steel Minister
advised NMDC to contin-
ue peripheral develop-
ment near the mines to
support the neighbouring
communities, “CSR activ-

ities in areas like educa-
tion, skill development,
health and employability
must be increased mani-
fold.”

He also directed NMDC
to make special efforts for
welfare of girl children by
providing training in
livelihood activities like
teaching, nursing, cook-
ing, computers and house-
keeping skills. Sumit Deb
apprised the Steel
Minister with NMDC’s ca-

pacity enhancement and
digital transformation
projects underway. He
said, “NMDC in its jour-
ney towards becoming a
100 MT miner will need
ambitious expansion and
investment strategy to
dive head-on into building
an iron-strong economy
for India.”

On the social commit-
ment of NMDC, he en-
sured that, “From empow-
ering women to upskilling

youth, generating employ-
ment opportunities to ad-
dressing public health,
NMDC has been a steady
pillar in enabling
progress in remote re-
gions of the country.”

Today, the Ministry of
Steel and NMDC also com-
menced celebrations of
t h e
AzadikaAmritMahotsavIc
onic Week. NMDC hosted
a Quiz Competition for its
employees to honour
India’s journey to
Independence and reflect
on our duties towards na-
tion building as public
servants. In the coming
week, NMDC will be or-
ganizing Mobile Van exhi-
bitions, Painting
Competition, Marathon,
Plantation Drive,
Seminars and Talks with
the industry stakeholders
to promote the consump-
tion of steel in India.

Steel Minister of India visits NMDC Head Office 

Chennai, Jul 03 (PTI):

French automaker
Citroen has planned to
set up 20 showrooms
across the country by the
end of this month as it
gears to unveil its latest
B-segment hatchback C3,
the company said on
Sunday.

Part of the Stellantis
Group, the company un-
veiled its latest product
offering ‘C3’ at the newly
opened La Maison
Citroen Showroom at
Mount Road, one of the
arterial roads in the city,
here, a press release said.

The showroom was
part of the company’s
network expansion with
nine such outlets located
in Chandigarh, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Bhubaneshwar,
Surat, Nagpur,

Vishakapatnam, Calicut
and Coimbatore.

“Dealer network for
Citroen India to reach 20
showrooms across India
by July 2022,” it said. “We
are excited to innovate

and launch the La
Maison Citroen in
Chennai and this show-
room is an important
milestone as we gear up
towards the launch of
our first mainstream car

the new C3,” Citroen
India Brand Head
Saurabh Vatsa said.

The Citroen C3 would
be unveiled on July 20
and would be available
for retail across La
Maison Citroen show-
rooms and also through
the official website, it
said.

The showroom would
have numerous screens,
debuting the ‘AnyTime
AnyWhere AnyDevice
AnyContent’ and a
unique high definition 3D
configurator allowing
customers to experience
the product with a 360-de-
gree view, he said.

“Pre-bookings for cus-
tomers who want to be
among the first to own
this new Citroen offering
has begun since July 1,”
he said.

Dealer network to reach 20 showrooms
across India this month: Citroen

Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

The Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (DICGC) will
pay the eligible deposi-
tors of Shankarrao
Pujari Nutan Sahakari
Bank, Ichalkaranji, and
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank, Wai next month.

DICGC, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of the RBI,
provides an insurance
cover of up to Rs 5 lakh
on bank deposits.

Depositors of the two
M a h a r a s h t r a - b a s e d
banks will get the amount
credited to the alternate
bank account specified by
them, or on their consent,
to their Aadhaar-linked
bank accounts.

Eligible depositors of
Shankarrao Pujari Nutan

Sahakari Bank will get
the payment on August
10, and those of
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank on August 28, ac-
cording to a DICGC circu-
lar.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) had imposed
several restrictions, in-
cluding on withdrawals
by depositors, on these
two banks in May in the
wake of their deteriorat-
ing financial positions.

While imposing several
restrictions on
Shankarrao Pujari Nutan
Sahakari Bank, the RBI
had said that 99.84 per
cent of the depositors are
fully covered by the
DICGC insurance
scheme. In case of
Harihareshwar Sahakari
Bank, 99.59 per cent are

fully covered by the
DICGC insurance
scheme, the RBI had said.

Deposit insurance ex-
tended by the DICGC cov-
ers all commercial banks,
including local area
banks and regional rural
banks as well as co-opera-
tive banks in all the states
and UTs.

As at end-March 2022,
the limit of deposit insur-
ance at Rs 5 lakh fully
protected 256.7 crore de-
posit accounts (97.9 per
cent of total).

In value terms, the in-
sured deposits of Rs 81
lakh crore formed 49 per
cent of the total assess-
able deposits.

DICGC settled aggre-
gate claims of Rs 8,516.6
crore under different
channels during 2021-22.

RBI’s deposit insurance arm to pay 
depositors of two co-operative banks in Aug

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

India’s petrol and diesel
sales soared in June on
the back of the start of
cropping season, summer
travels and overall pick up
in economic activity, pre-
liminary industry data
showed.

The start of the crop-
ping season helped diesel
demand register a double-
digit growth over the pre-
pandemic period — a
record in recent years.

Diesel, the most-used
fuel in the country, saw
sales jumping 35.2 per cent
year-on-year to 7.38 mil-
lion tonnes in June.

This was 10.5 per cent
higher than sales in pre-
pandemic June 2019 and
33.3 per cent more than
June 2020. It was 11.5 per
cent higher than 6.7 mil-
lion tonnes of consump-
tion during May this year.

Industry sources attrib-
uted the pick up in diesel
demand — which first
rose above pre-pandemic
levels in April — to higher
consumption by the agri-
culture and transport sec-
tors.

Petrol sales by state-
owned fuel retailers,
which control roughly 90
per cent of the market, at
2.8 million tonnes in June
were 29 per cent higher

than the same period last
year when a devastating
second COVID-19 wave
wreaked havoc on the
economy.

This consumption was
36.7 per cent higher than
the demand in June 2020
and 16.5 per cent more
than 2.4 million tonnes of
sales in the pre-COVID
June 2019. Month-on-
month sales were up 3.1
per cent, as per the prelim-

inary data. Sources said
consumption in June was
helped by the low base ef-
fect of last year.
Consumption has been on
the rise since May when
annual summer vacations
led to higher travels.

April saw consumption
drop due to a Rs 10 per
litre hike in petrol and
diesel prices after an over
four-month hiatus.

The government had on
March 25, 2020 imposed a
nationwide lockdown to
control the spread of coro-
navirus. The complete
lockdown, which halted
mobility and crippled
business, was slowly
eased after two months.

Cooking gas, whose
prices were hiked by Rs
103.50 per cylinder since
March, saw sales rising by
a marginal 0.23 per cent to
2.26 million tonnes in
June.

India’s fuel sales soar in June
Mumbai, Jul 03 (PTI):

Buoyed by strong per-
formance in the first half
and continued positive
consumer sentiment, De
Beers India expects its
business in the current
year similar to 2021, which
the company termed the
best year for its business.

“The year 2021, the cal-
endar year, was the best
year for diamond busi-
ness. In 2021, we have not
only recovered but have
accelerated as the year has
been one of the strongest
years for the business yet,
right from mining to man-
ufacturing to trading and
eventually to retail,” De
Beers India Managing
Director Sachin Jain told
PTI virtually during its
annual Forum in Mumbai.
This year, the first six

months have been strong
and the positive consumer
sentiment continues and
the company is hopeful the
business will be similar to
last year, he added.
Forevermark contributes
around 35-40 per cent to
the overall global revenue
of the company after
China and De Beers (dia-
mond business) con-
tributes 7.5-8 per cent after
the US (50 per cent) and

China (around 17 per
cent), he said. The compa-
ny is planning to take the
total number of exclusive
operative stores in India to
30 this year, Jain said,
adding that at present it
has 14 stores. When asked
about the challenges, Jain
said, the company is wit-
nessing more opportuni-
ties than challenges and
people have become very
resilient.

De Beers positive on India; expects
business similar to last year

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

To reduce its carbon
footprint, JSW Steel has
earmarked a sum of Rs
10,000 crore to increase use
of renewable energy to re-
place thermal power and
other green initiatives, its
Chairman Sajjan Jindal
said. Various steel makers
use coal to generate ther-
mal power for captive use.

According to a Ministry
of Steel document, global-
ly, the iron and steel indus-
try accounts for around 8
per cent of total carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions.
In India, it contributes 12
per cent to the total CO2
emissions. Thus, the
Indian steel industry
needs to reduce its emis-
sions substantially in view
of the commitments made
in the COP26 climate

change conference. “We
have earmarked Rs 10,000
crore for investments to re-
duce our carbon emissions
through various initia-
tives, such as increasing
the use of renewable ener-
gy to replace thermal
power, reduce our fuel rate
through improved raw ma-
terial quality via beneficia-
tion, and deployment of
Best Available
Technologies (BAT),”

Jindal said. JSW Steel has
already contracted for 1 gi-
gawatt (GW) of renewable
energy, of which 225 MW
has become operational in
April 2022, and the balance
will come on stream in
phases, Jindal said in his
address to shareholders in
the company’s Annual
Report for FY 2021-22

He further said the ex-
pansion of the company’s
Vijayanagar plant from 12
MTPA to 19.5 MTPA is un-
derway, and capex cost is
well below global bench-
marks. The company’s on-
going expansion projects
are oriented towards pro-
ducing steel with higher
use of renewable power,
best-in-class digitalisation
to achieve operational effi-
ciency and best available
technologies to reduce as-
sociated CO2 emissions.

JSW Steel to invest Rs 10K cr to increase use of
renewable energy, reduce emissions: Sajjan Jindal BB ollywood star Sanjay

Dutt who is to appear as
an interesting character in
the upcoming Ranbir Kapoor-
starrer 'Shamshera' says as
an actor, he is submissive to
the director, and his charac-
ter Shuddh Singh is both
funny and dangerous. The
film has been directed by
Karan Malhotra.

In a BTS video released by
the makers, Sanjay Dutt is
shown preparing for the char-
acter and declaring: "I am an
actor and if I believe in a
script or character, then I
leave it to the director. His
interpretation of Shuddh
Singh, I can portray on the
screen to the best of my abil-
ities. Yes, I have my sugges-
tions that I give and it
enhances the character even
more. Shuddh Singh is funny
and dangerous. The audience
should love him!" Karan also
shared how he was able to to
direct a veteran actor like
Sanjay. He said: "I think what

happens with me is, when I
think of Sanjay sir to play a
part in my film which I am
doing, especially if it is a
negative part, a good kind
of madness grips
me from inside. It's
just that automatical-
ly I start getting ideas
of how to present him in
the most menacing and
the most unnerving way
possible." Adding to that,
Ranbir, who is playing the
protagonist in the film, said:
"He is extremely sponta-
neous and I think he behaves
like he is not working hard
but he is working hard, he is
constantly on set thinking
about it. I believe that he
does work hard though he
gives the impression that he
doesn't care, but he cares a
lot about work." The story of
'Shamshera' is set in the ficti-
tious city of Kaza, where a
warrior tribe is imprisoned,
enslaved and tortured by a
ruthless authoritarian gener-

al named Shuddh Singh. This
is the story of a man who
became a slave, a slave who
became a leader and then a
legend for his tribe. He
relentlessly fights for his

tribe's freedom and dignity.
Produced by Aditya Chopra
under the YRF banner,
'Shamshera' is being
released in theatre on July
22.

ACROSS

1. Snacks

5. Eagle’s claw

10. Wall support

14. Spanish water

15. Texas landmark

16. Grow weary

17. Fish feature

18. Metric measure

19. Boundary

20. Or ____!

21. Smooth

22. Laundry appliance

23. Thinker

25. Low grade

26. “Welcome” rug

27. Large boa

32. Less hazardous

35. Soared

36. Frying need

37. Tool

39. Strong

42. “Simpsons” bartender

43. Close tightly

45. Guinness and Baldwin

46. Not compulsory

49. Hatchet’s kin

50. Mummy name

51. Magazine items

56. Plane spotter

59. Assist a crook

60. Highway fee

61. Milky stone

62. Vine fruit

63. Dominate

64. Food shop

65. Peaks

66. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

67. Rocker ____ Clapton

68. Commandment verb

69. Lincoln’s coin

DOWN

1. Avid

2. Limber

3. Oklahoma metropolis

4. Male vendors

5. Skill

6. Breathing

7. Type of football pass

8. Harbinger

9. Neither’s mate

10. Hi-fi system

11. Neat

12. Craving

13. Forest creature

22. Christmas mo.

24. Boat paddles

25. Sunrise

28. Rocker ____ Young
29. Not any
30. ____ jockey
31. Pub drinks
32. Japanese wrestling
33. On the peak
34. Yard units
35. Pet pest
38. Doesn’t exist
40. Car for hire
41. Kind of power
44. Mobile’s state
47. Kind of type
48. Possessive pronoun
49. Vouch for
52. Ward off
53. Certain parasite
54. Actress ____ Barkin
55. Frozen raindrops
56. Was a passenger
57. One who mimics
58. Surrealism’s Salvador ____
59. Curve
62. Car fuel
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Stop being an enabler to someone you
care deeply about, Aquarius. It could be
that you’re helping to continue danger-
ous addictive behavior simply because
you want to avoid a nasty confrontation.
Realize that this is doing neither party
any good. The more you perpetuate the
lie, the more it will continue to hurt all
parties involved. Be open and honest with
your concerns.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may have found yourself having some
issues with food lately, Pisces. It could be
that your sense of self-worth isn’t at its
highest and you’re trying to make up for it
by sabotaging your relationship with your
body. Food is healthy nourishment that
you need to survive. Your body deserves
respect. You need to always give it the
proper fuel that it requires to be healthy.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If there’s an issue that needs to be brought

to the table now, feel free to do so, Aries.

Don’t hold back just to maintain a relation-

ship’s equilibrium. Don’t sacrifice your own

peace of mind just to keep from rocking the

boat. Contributing unhealthy lies to main-

tain a healthy facade doesn’t do anyone any

good. Be totally honest with yourself, your

feelings, and the people around you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The intensity of the day is apt to bring oppo-

sition that you aren’t necessarily expecting,

Taurus. Whether it’s being verbalized or not,

the confrontations are quite real. Don’t

underestimate a loved one’s emotions. Stand

up to these issues and be realistic about their

solutions. No one expects you to have all the

right answers, so don’t pretend that you do.

We’re all human and we all make mistakes.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Give your loved ones the attention they
need today, Gemini. Don’t let another day
go by without saying you love them. Life is
short and getting shorter with each pass-
ing day. Feel free to be confrontational
about a serious issue that needs to be
addressed. You’re responsible for your own
feelings. Don’t play the role of the victim.
You’ll only experience more pain and
resentment later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don’t run away from tension today, Cancer.

Any sort of emotional stress you feel will be

compounded tremendously if it isn’t dealt with

right away. Be in the moment while the

moment is here. The more you face in the pres-

ent, the less you’ll regret in the future. Clear up

any sticky situation that arises and move for-

ward. People may not understand your needs

and concerns until you verbalize them clearly.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Stop hiding behind the intellectual barrier
that you may have put up, Leo. Playing
games will get you nowhere. True strength
is being able to demonstrate that you have
the courage to say what you feel in any sit-
uation, especially regarding a close loved
one. If you need to say something, say it.
Don’t wait until the situation escalates to
an unhealthy argument before you finally
get your feelings out.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stop trying to feel everyone else’s emotions

and really feel your own, Virgo. Being empa-

thetic to others’ needs is charitable, but you

need to face the music and look at yourself.

Make a clear distinction between your needs

and those of others. Express your feelings to

those around you. Ask for help if you need it.

Other people aren’t mind readers. They

probably have no idea what you feel.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

It may seem like neither side of the bed is

the right side to wake up on, Libra. The

only solution you might be able to come

up with today is to go back to bed. Focus

on your heart because it’s trying to tell

you that it needs some attention.

Emotions may be running quite high, so

be extra careful of how you treat yourself

and others.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You could feel like you’re being double-
crossed by a loved one today, Scorpio. It
could be that your own words are being
used against you in a way that makes you
look like the bad guy. When it comes time
to make a rebuttal on your behalf, make
sure you let the other person know that
you’re confronting their behavior and not
attacking them as a person.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may say one thing one minute and the
opposite the next, Sagittarius. Usually you
can jump from one issue to another with
no problem, but today people are likely
going to call you on it. Think about what
you really mean before you say it. Don’t do
all your thinking aloud where other people
can hear. Your continuous thought process
might be mistaken for a final analysis.
Confusion could ensue.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The subtle tension in the air today might be

just what you need to make you more aware

of subconscious issues that affect your

behavior, Capricorn. You’ll find that you need

to get a lot off your chest. The more honest

you can be about the pain people have

caused you, the more loving words will be

able to flow in the future. Open the channels

of communication and let it flow.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T h e  a c t o r  i s  swe a t -
ing it out in the gym
to make sure that he
i s  a b l e  t o  c o nv i n c -
ingly pull  of f an in-
t e n s e  a c t i o n  s e -
quence for  the f i lm,
wh i c h  i n c i d e n t a l l y
h a p p e n s  t o  b e  t h e
l a s t  s t u n t  s e q u e n c e
t h a t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e
filmed.

Po s t i n g  v i d e o s  o f
h i m  wo rk i n g  o u t  i n
t h e  g y m n a s i u m ,
Vishal tweeted, "Rise
and g rind. My early
m o r n i n g  wo rko u t
sessions at 5.30 a.m.
G e a r i n g  u p  f o r  t h e
l a s t  f i g h t  s e q u e n c e
s c h e d u l e  o f

' L a t h t h i ' . "  H e  a l s o
tweeted, "Train l ike
a train. T here  is  no
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  h a r d
work."

T h e  a c t o r  a l s o
p o s t e d  a  v i d e o  i n
wh i c h  t h e  u n i t  w a s
b e i n g  b r i e f e d  ab o u t
the intense fight se-
quence  by  the  stunt
master Peter Hein.

T we e t i n g  t h e
v i d e o, Vi s h a l  s a i d ,
" Intense  f ight  scene
discussion with mas-
t e r  Pe t e r  H e i n  f o r
'Laththi '  intro  f ight
sequence."

I t  may be  recal led
that Vishal  had sus-
tained multiple hair-

l ine  fractures  while
shooting the high-oc-
t a n e  a c t i o n  s e -
q u e n c e s  fo r  t h e  c l i -
m a x  p o r t i o n  o f t h e
film.

Vi s h a l  h a d  t o  u n -
d e r g o  t re at m e n t  fo r
a  f e w  w e e k s  a t  a n
ayurvedic  treatment
centre  in  Peringode,
K e r a l a  t o  r e c o v e r
from the injuries.

T h e  c r e w  h a d  s e t
aside  30  days exclu-
sively  for  the  g rand
c l i m a x  s e q u e n c e .
N o w, t h e  u n i t  i s
looking  to  conclude
the f i lming with the
i n t r o  f i g h t  s e -
quence.

S tar Plus is becoming
one of the best desti-

nations for unique and riv-
eting content. Their new
offering 'Anandibaa aur
Emily' is one such show
set to launch soon, star-
ring the talented cast of
Jazzy Ballerini and
Kanchan Gupta in the titu-
lar roles of 'Emily' and
'Anandibaa', alongside
Mishkat Varma as 'Aarav'.

In the heart of Gujarat,
a small-town boy becomes
a 'Desi Dulha' to a 'Firangi
Bahu' who is fascinated by
their culture and lives.
This opportunistic 'Jodi'
comes as a surprise to
'Aanandi Baa', who wishes
for a 'Sanskari Bahu'.
Chaos ensues as she tries
to figure out a way to deal
with this situation. Jazzy
Ballerini on the launch of

her show, "I’m so excited
for this new journey to
begin between Emily and
viewers… we have all
worked so hard so that the
audience will love it. I’m

really excited for the
launch of my first Indian
tv show." Mishkat Varma
on the launch of his new
show, "I am excited to see
the launch of our show

'Anandibaa aur Emily. It's
truly a great experience to
have Jazzy with us on the
set. She brings so much
fun and laughter and
there's never a dull mo-
ment. I would like our fans
and viewers to see the
same on the show."

We are curious to know
how they restore the bal-
ance between their lives
and if at all there's a possi-
bility of peaceful living.
What will be Aarav's situa-
tion amidst all the push-
and-pull between his
'Firangi Dulhan' and his
orthodox mother?

Stay tuned to find out
as the show 'Anandibaa
aur Emily' is set to
launch on 4th of July at
6:30 PM, only on Star
Plus!

Star Plus launches ‘Anandibaa aur Emily’  

T his week, the
characters of

&TV in the show Baal
Shiv, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai will test
the emotions to enter-
tain the audience.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Anita

Bhabi shares, “Anita's
(Vidisha Srivastava)
friend Meenal informs
her that in Meri Chant
Saheli 's article it is
mentioned that they
must test their hus-
band's af fection to-
wards their wife. They
need to have an affair.

If the husband cries,
gets possessive, and is
jealous, then the love
is real. To test
Vibhuti's (Aasif
Sheikh) love for her,
Anita requests Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) to
fake an affair, but, be-
cause of his over-ex-
citement and unstable
emotions, Anita drops
him as an option.
Later, Anita meets
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi) and con-
vinces him to have a
fake af fair with her.
Happu becomes happy
as his dream comes
true. Will Vibhuti be
able to pass this test?”.

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every
Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Sanjay Dutt: 
'Shuddh Singh' is funny
and dangerous at the

same time

Emotions at stake in &TV shows 

Vishal gears up to ensure intro fight sequence of 'Laththi' is spot-on
Actor Vishal, who will next be seen playing the lead in

director Vinoth Kumar's upcoming film 'Laththi',

seems to be leaving no stone unturned to make sure

that the action sequences in the film come out spot-on.

WW hile in his 10 years of career in Bollywood, he is known for being part of all the main-

stream commercial potboilers and pop-corn entertainment, Varun Dhawan is also the

actor who worked in films like 'Badlapur', 'October' and now working with filmmakers like

Nitesh Tiwari and Amar Kaushik. The actor shares how he has reached the stage of his career

where he is choosing to work with filmmakers who would give him challenges to grow as a cre-

ative person. Keeping the pressure of his latest released 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' aside, the actor opens

up.Varun said: "When you are part of a big-budget commercial film, it is only natural that the

pressure is huge and we all want to play safe to recover the investment. But that at times could

stop my growth as an actor, as a performer. When I worked with Soojit da in 'October' and

Sriram sir in 'Badlapur' they helped me to discover a side of me as an actor that I did not know;

it was challenging and they pushed me to extract something different." "When we are working

on a content-heavy film, we take the liberty of doing more experimental work. If it is a com-

paratively smaller budget film, the risk is lesser. I am always trying to balance that." "Having

said that, I am also aware that if I am becoming part of any film, chances are, that critics and

trade analysts would think it's a commercial film and they would expect a certain number from

it. Not all films are for number games, some are small, beautiful heartwarming. 'October' was

that," said the actor. Recently Varun finished shooting for 'Stree' famed director Amar

Kaushik's upcoming directorial 'Bhediya' that is produced by Dinesh Vijan and it is also star-

ring Kriti Sanon. "We shot the film in the North-Eastern part of India and it is a unique story.

We shot in some beautiful unseen locations and it is also a VFX-heavy film. It is not a small

budget film but surely a very different one. Then I will start shooting with Nitesh Tiwari for

'Bawaal'," he said. Highlighting how he is changing strategy in choosing projects now, Varun

mentioned: "I am trying to work with filmmakers who will give me creative challenges. I have

done commercial potboilers. I have built an emotional connection with my audience. Now that

the audience is evolving, it is time that I also evolve, focusing on experimental content. I think

these days, audiences come to the theatre for directors, or to watch the combination of direc-

tor-actor. With Amar and Nitesh sir, I would also like to create such an equation."

Varun
Dhawan:
Finding
balance
between
content

and 
commerce

is 
toughest
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Birmingham, Jul 03 (PTI):

India were 37 for one in
their second innings
against England on the
third day of the resched-
uled fifth Test here on
Sunday. Having taken a
first-innings lead of 132
runs, the visitors have ex-
tended their overall lead
to 169 with plenty of
wickets remaining. India
bowled out England for
284 in their first innings.

Jonny Bairstow was
the most successful bat-
ter for England as he
smashed 106 off 140 balls.
He added 66 with skipper
Ben Stokes (25) before
forging a 92-run partner-
ship with Sam Billings
(36). The Indians’ made
416 all out in their first
innings.

Earlier  India pacer
Shardul Thakur more
than made up for drop-
ping a regulation skier by
dismissing Ben Stokes

but Jonny Bairstow took
the attack back to the op-
position camp with an
unbeaten 91 to steer
England to 200 for six at
lunch.

Stokes (25) and
England’s man of the mo-
ment Bairstow added 66
for the sixth wicket be-
fore Indian captain
Jasprit Bumrah pro-
duced a moment of inspi-
ration on the field, taking
a diving screamer off
Thakur’s bowling to dis-
miss his opposite num-
ber.

The dismissal couldn’t
have come at a more op-
portune time for India
after an attacking field
seemed counter-pro-
ductive as seven
b o u n d a r i e s
came between
overs 33 and
36. In fact, in a
spell of 10
m i n u t e s ,
Stokes was

dropped twice, first by
Shardul, who couldn’t
latch on to a skier when
the English skipper had
shimmied down the track
only to mistime it.

The second chance was
off the delivery before

the dismissal
when he flat-
batted Shardul
straight to

Bumrah at mid-
off and to every-
one’s horror, he

missed a regulation
catch.

But instead of being
discreet, Stokes did a re-
peat act only to find that
the Indian skipper hold-
ing on to a much tougher
chance.

For Bairstow (12x4,
2x6), who seemed to be
struggling during the

final hour on second day,
did play and miss during
the first 20 minutes.

Former India skipper
Virat Kohli had some-
thing to say to Bairstow
about his ‘play and miss’
game and the England
batter wasn’t someone to
take the stuff lying down.

Post that altercation,
Bairstow started chanc-
ing his arms as he played
a lot of lofted shots over
mid-off and clipped a few
towards mid-wicket
boundary.

While Thakur got the
prized scalp of Stokes,
Bairstow did hand him
some harsh punishment
with a ramp shot followed
by a square drive.

There was also a regal
pick-up pull for maxi-
mum off Mohammed
Siraj’s bowling.

There were two more
sixes off Thakur’s bowl-
ing as the session be-
longed to England.

India take 132 runs first
innings lead vs England

Jonny Bairstow is all
pumped up after scoring

his century.

Pallekele, Jul 03 (PTI):

The Indian women’s
cricket team would look
for some stability from its
top-order, especially open-
ers, as the visitors aim to
seal the three-match ODI
series against Sri Lanka in
the second game here on
Monday.

After clinching the pre-
ceding T20 series 2-1, India
have taken a 1-0 lead in the
ODI series by winning the
low-scoring first match by
four wickets with 72 balls
to spare.

Despite the comfortable
win, the Indian think tank
would be a little concerned
about the opening pair of
vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana and young
Shafali Verma.

Both the batters have
got a few runs but have not
been able to translate
them into big scores.

The duo has failed to
build a decent partnership
in the tour so far, denying
the team from electrifying
starts which it is known
for. And both Mandhana
and Verma would be gun-
ning for a big score with
just two matches remain-

ing in the tour. Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, on the
other hand, seems to be
relishing her role, scoring
runs and providing break-
throughs with her part-
time off-spin. The Indian
bowlers, especially the
slower ones, are simply en-

joying the low and slow Sri
Lankan tracks and have
played a crucial role in the
team’s victories on the
tour

Right-arm medium
pacer Renuka Singh ex-
celled with figures of 3 for
29, however, it was Deepti

Sharma’s (3/25) off-breaks
that broke Sri Lanka’s
backbone and restricted
the hosts to 171 all out in
the first ODI.

While the Indian
bowlers have excelled on
the tour, the batters have
been plagued by inconsis-

tencies. Verma, once
again, squandered a prom-
ising start as the top order
crumbled while chasing a
modest total in the open-
ing ODI.

The middle order com-
prising the likes of
Harmanpreet, Harleen
Deol, Deepti, who showed
her all-round capabilities
and Pooja Vastrakar
bailed India out in the
opener.

Sri Lanka, on the other
hand, would hope skipper
Chamari Athapaththu can
inspire the side with the
bat after a relative poor
show so far.

The likes of opener
Hasini Perera, Harshitha
Samarawickrama and
Nilakshi de Silva have bat-
ted well but need to stitch
partnerships.

On the bowling front,
left-arm spinner Inoka
Ranaweera has shone
bright but will need more
support from her col-
leagues.

Sri Lanka lost the ODI
series against Pakistan
last month and would look
to avoid a second consecu-
tive series loss in the for-
mat.

Openers in focus as India look to seal 
series against Sri Lanka in 2nd ODI

Birmingham, Jul 03 (PTI):

Senior India all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja feels scor-
ing a hundred in tough
English conditions will
not only enhance his repu-
tation as a batter but will
also serve as a big confi-
dence booster going for-
ward in his career.

Jadeja hit 104 off 194 de-
liveries and together with
Rishabh Pant (146 off 111
balls) shared 222 runs for
the sixth wicket to rescue
India from 98 for five in
their first innings in the
rescheduled fifth and final
Test against England here.

“I am very happy that I
scored a hundred outside
India and that too in

England. It is a big thing
as a player.

“For me, I take this hun-
dred as a confidence boost-
er to score a hundred in
England in swinging con-
ditions,” Jadeja said after
the third’s day play at
Edgbaston after scoring
his first overseas century.

Jadeja, who has come of
age in terms of his batting
in the last few years, said
the key to success for a bat-
ter in England is the sheer
ability to judge the ball.

“In England you need to
play close to your body be-
cause if you try to play
cover drives and square
drives there are chances
that you may get out
caught behind or in the

slips.
“So my focus was to

leave balls which are out-
side off stump. I thought of
hitting the ball if it was
pitched close to me.
Luckily the balls I picked
were in my areas. You
need to know your off
stump and leave the ball
which is pitched outside
off stump,’ he said about
his knock, only the second
Test century of his ca-
reer.”

Jadeja said a disciplined
approach is also a vital fac-
tor in succeeding on
swing-friendly English
conditions as a batter.

“In these conditions the
ball swings so you need to
bring in discipline in your
batting. You have to play
picking the balls which
are on fourth and fifth
stumps. In 40, 50 or 70 you
can get out to a good ball.

“I was just thinking that
if I get a good ball I can do
nothing but at least I
should try not to play a
bad shot and not go in
search of boundaries. If
the ball is in my range and
my areas I will hit that,”
he said.

The fiery all-rounder

Century in England is 
always special: Jadeja

Wimbledon, Jul 03 (AP):

Nick Kyrgios cursed at
the Wimbledon chair um-
pire and asked, Are you
dumb? He demanded to
see a Grand Slam supervi-
sor after questioning why
his opponent, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, didn’t forfeit
their ever-contentious,
never-boring match for an-
grily hitting a ball into the
stands after dropping the
second set.

Unsatisfied with the re-
sponse, Kyrgios asked,
What are you talking
about, bro? Then came
this: Bro, bring out more
supervisors. I’m not done.
Bring ‘em all out. I don’t
care. I’m not playing until
we get to the bottom of
this.

Narrator: He did contin-
ue to play Saturday. And
the unpredictable, unseed-
ed Kyrgios won 6-7 (2), 6-4,
6-3, 7-6 (7) to reach the
fourth round at the All
England Club for the first
time since 2016 then was
criticized by the No. 4-
seeded Tsitsipas for hav-
ing a very evil side.

It’s constant bullying.
That’s what he does. He
bullies the opponents, said
Tsitsipas, the 2021 French
Open runner-up, who also
lost to Kyrgios on grass at
a tournament in Halle,
Germany, last month. He
was probably a bully at

school himself. I don’t like
bullies. There was more,
so much more, from un-
derarm serves hit by the
Kyrgios including one be-

tween his legs to the three
shots purposely smacked
right at him by Tsitsipas.
A total of three code viola-
tions were called by chair

umpire Damien
Dumusois, one on Kyrgios
for an audible obscenity,
and two on Tsitsipas for
ball abuse, earning a point
penalty.

Told of Tsitsipas’ bully
comment, Kyrgios
laughed and shook his
head.

He was the one hitting
balls at me. He was the one
who hit a spectator. ... I did-
n’t do anything. Apart
from me going back and
forth with the umpire, I
did nothing toward
Stefanos today that was
disrespectful, I don’t
think, Kyrgios said at his
news conference, wearing
a T-shirt with former NBA
player Dennis Rodman’s
name on it.

If he’s affected by that
today, then that’s what’s
holding him back, Kyrgios
said about Tsitsipas.
Because someone can just
do that, and that’s going to
throw him off his game
like that? I just think it’s
soft.

There even was some
terrific tennis along the
way, with the players com-
bining for 118 winners. It
all took 3 hours, 17 min-
utes, with nary a dull mo-
ment, and finished so late
that the retractable roof at
No. 1 Court was shut and
the artificial lights turned
on midway through the
fourth set.

Kyrgios beat Tsitsipas after Wimbledon hubbub

Indian men 
win gold,

women silver 
BBaannggaalloorree,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII)):: Indian
ultra runners stole the show in
the IAU 24H Asia and Oceania
Championships, winning the
men’s individual and team
titles at the Kanteerava
Stadium here. Led by the for-
midable Amar Singh Devanda,
the Indian men’s team clocked
a combined total of 739.959 km
over the scheduled 24 hours,
starting from 8 am on
Saturday, to comfortably clinch
the gold medal.

Amar Singh managed a per-
sonal best of 258.418 km,
which was over 18 kilometres
more than his previous most.

He was followed home by
Saurav Kumar Ranjan
(242.564) and Geeno Antony
(238.977) to make it a clean
sweep for India in the
Individual Championships.

Australia (628.405) and
Chinese Taipei (563.591)
clinched the second and third
positions. On Sunday, the
Indian women’s team put up a
strong performance to secure
the second position. Together,
they ran an impressive 570.70
km, threatening the eventual
winners all through the day.

Australia, however, clinched
the first position with 607.63
kms. Chinese Taipei took the
third position with 529.082.

Wimbledon, Jul 03 (AP):

Roger Federer returned
to Wimbledon as the All
England Club prepared to
celebrate the centenary of
Centre Court.

Federer has won eight
Wimbledon titles a men’s
singles record but is not
playing at the grass-court
tournament for the first
time since his debut in
1999. The 20-time Grand
Slam champion was

dressed in a dark suit and
white sneakers as he
walked the grounds to-
ward Centre Court.
Federer said earlier this
year that any tournament
comeback from his knee
surgery last year will not
be until at least the late
summer. The 40-year-old
Swiss hasn’t played since
losing in the quarterfinals
at Wimbledon a year ago
in his 22nd appearance in
the tournament.

8-time champion
Federer pays a visit

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII))::

Indian captain Rohit Sharma is
finally out of isolation after
having tested negative for
COVID-19 and will now be
available for the opening game
of the white-ball series against
England in Southampton on
July 7. The 35-year-old all-for-
mat captain missed out on
playing the rescheduled fifth
Test against England as he
tested positive on the second
day of the four-day warm-up
game against Leicestershire.
“Yes, Rohit has tested negative
and as per medical protocols is
now out of quarantine.
However, he is not playing
today’s T20 warm-up game
against Northamptonshire as

he will need some recovery
time and training ahead of first
T20I,” a senior BCCI official
told PTI. As per medical proto-
col, any player, who is out of
quarantine, needs to undergo
mandatory cardiovascular
tests to check the lung capaci-
ty and how it is functioning
post COVID-19. 

The Indian team was des-
perate to play Rohit but he
tested positive thrice before
the game day and hence India
had a new captain in Jasprit
Bumrah. While Rohit will play
from the first game of the
white ball series, the likes of
Virat Kohli, Bumrah, Rishabh
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja will
be available from the second
game onwards.

Rohit Sharma
out of isolation after

testing negative

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI):

Indian runner Parul
Chaudhary smashed the
national record at the
Sound Running meet in
Los Angeles as she became
the first athlete from the
country to clock a sub-
nine minute time in the
women’s 3000m event.

The 27-year-old
Chaudhary covered the
distance in 8:57.19 to finish
third on Saturday night.

With her latest effort,
Chaudhary, who specialis-
es in steeplechase, broke
Suriya Loganathan’s
record of 9:04.5s, set six
years ago in New Delhi.

Chaudhary was trailing
at fifth spot in the the race,
but the Indian gained mo-
mentum in last two laps to
claim a podium finish.

The 3000m is a non-
Olympic event in which
the Indians don’t often
compete in.

Chaudhary is also in the
Indian team for the World
Championships in
Oregon, USA, starting
later this month. She will
be competing in the
women’s 3000m steeple-
chase event.

She had won the gold in
women’s 3000m steeple-
chase at the nationals held
last month in Chennai.

Parul Chaudhary
sets new 3000m

national record in LA

Indian Army personnel lay a wreath on the mortal remains of Army soldier Prashanta Deb, who was killed in a landslide
in Noney district of Manipur, during a ceremony in Agartala, Sunday.

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY

Srinagar, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Proper security arrange-
ments are in place for this
year's Amarnath Yatra,
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said on
Sunday, amid reports of a
higher threat perception for
the pilgrimage. He said the
administration and the peo-
ple of the union territory
have joined hands together
to make the yatra a safe and
successful event.

Security forces have coor-
dinated in a better way and
I can say that one of the
best arrangements regard-
ing security are in place
(for yatra) and by the grace
of God, everything is going
on well, Sinha told re-

porters here. Security agen-
cies have flagged a higher
threat perception for this
year's yatra. Three-tier se-
curity arrangements have
been put in place with the
deployment of more per-
sonnel on the routes lead-
ing to the holy cave shrine

of Amarnath in south
Kashmir Himalayas. Yatris
who have come from differ-
ent parts of the country are
satisfied with the arrange-
ments and the way the peo-
ple have welcomed them,
they have kept their tradi-
tion alive, Sinha said.
Asked if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will come
for the pilgrimage this year,
he said everyone who wants
to come will be welcomed.
Whether he (PM) will come
or not, I cannot say any-
thing on that, but we should
keep in mind that if any
VIP comes here, the yatris
should not face any incon-
venience. Our focus is on
yatris -- a common man
who comes because of his
faith, the Lt Governor said.

To a question about the
number of pilgrims who
have visited the holy cave
so far, Sinha said, I think
the numbers are over 50,000
and it is increasing continu-
ously. In response to a query
about trucks carrying es-
sentials as well as tourists
facing difficulties on the
Srinagar-Jammu national
highway due to the yatra, he
said the administration is
trying to improve the situa-
tion. There is a marked im-
provement. We are trying to
facilitate (trucks carrying)
perishable goods, and
tourists as well. Traffic will
also move in the right man-
ner. A directive has been
passed that fruits and veg-
etables exported from here
are allowed smoothly.

Book tells stories of people 
negotiating a grim world

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): 

V Sanjay Kumar set up a
finance company and a
software enterprise, and
partnered with an art
gallery before he began
writing at the age of 50 in
2010. Now, he has authored
his fifth book - a collection
of stories most of which
have featured in award
lists in the UK and
Australia.

The stories in "Ruffled
Feathers", published by
Bloomsbury, attend to men
and women making their
way through a grim world
filled with sharp corners.
But they do so with deep
tenderness and wry
amusement, exquisitely
balancing absurdity with

pathos. "The Forecaddie",
the opening story in the
book, won the Bridport
Prize for Short Story in
2018. It is about Yuva who
had grown up as a caddie
who goes ahead of golfers
to see where the balls fall.

"The Gymkhana was his
home course... During
practice sessions, players
stood in a line and teed off,
shouting fore. Yuva and
his young friends ran
holding their heads,
picked up the balls and
placed them in buckets,"
the story goes.

Yuva also liked going on
rounds as a forecaddie.

"The Gymkhana was a
links course with evil
rough, tall, unkempt grass
where balls could easily

get lost. Yuva stood a hun-
dred yards ahead of the
players and tracked where
the ball went. Golfers em-
ployed a forecaddie be-
cause the cost was lower
than the cost of a new golf

ball. A lost ball also meant
a penalty, and on occasion
a penalty meant a lost bet,"
Kumar writes.

The story goes on to say
how Yuva like his father
became a full-time caddie,
got a retainer from Big
Man (who used his money
and fame to try to become
the best player but all in
vain), and most evenings
he drank himself into a
stupor. Among the other
stories in the anthology
are "The Scarecrow",
which talks of an old man
who is suddenly able to
curse to death those who
annoy him, and "Acid",
which is about an English-
speaking thief who has
long conversations with
his tied-up victims.

‘Kolkata Port evaluating bidders’ suggestions
for mega riverfront beautification project’

Kolkata, Jul 03 (PTI): 

In a bid to fructify a
major riverfront beautifi-
cation and commercial de-
velopment project near the
iconic Howrah bridge
here, the Kolkata Port is
evaluating suggestions of
prospective bidders re-
ceived after inviting ex-
pression of interests for
the initiative, a top official
said on Sunday.

The project, which is in
line with the government's
Maritime India Vision
2030 and its plan to mone-
tise assets of public sector
entities, could bring in-
vestment of hundreds of
crores and open another
revenue stream for the
Kolkata Port, now known
as Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, he said.

"There is good response
from prospective bidders
for the proposed Hooghly
riverfront development
project around the
Armenian ghat. They have
suggested some changes in
bid terms and conditions
which we are evaluating.
We will take necessary ac-
tion in this regard for a
win-win proposition,"
SMP (Kolkata Port) chair-
man Vinit Kumar told PTI
in a telephonic interview.

The port intends to de-
velop an iconic riverfront
commercial complex' with
robust infrastructure at
the prime business district
and vantage point of
Kolkata city on Strand
Road surrounding the
Armenian Ghat. It has ex-
tended the last date for sub-
mission of bids by a month

to August 1 to accommo-
date the proposed changes,
he said.

With the invitation of ex-
pression of interests, we
are trying to find which
model would be the best
suited for the project so
that it would bring the
maximum private invest-
ment. The suggestions will
help us decide the most
suitable model for execu-
tion, Kumar said.

According to the EoI doc-
ument, the proposed devel-
opment is supposed to be
executed either through a
30-year land lease model or
on a public-private part-
nership mode. If a 30-year
lease for the land parcels is
considered, the base price
excluding taxes will be ap-
proximately Rs 62 crore,"
an official said.

Bengaluru, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Urging his rival, BJP-led
NDA's candidate for presi-
dential polls, Droupadi
Murmu to make an affir-
mation that she will not be
a "rubber stamp
Rashtrapati", Yashwant
Sinha, the joint candidate
of opposition parties on
Sunday expressed con-
cerns about accusations
being leveled against the ju-
diciary.

Noting that filthiest ac-
cusations are being levelled
against the judiciary, fol-
lowing certain observa-
tions made by it against the
former spokesperson of the
BJP- Nupur Sharma, he
termed it as unprecedent-
ed, and a very sad develop-
ment in India's democracy.

The former Union
Minister also accused the
central government of mis-
using agencies like ED,

CBI, Income Tax to fix po-
litical opponents.

Sinha, who is in
Bengaluru as part of his
poll campaign, attended the
Congress Legislature Party
meeting here, that was at-
tended by Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Congress Legislature Party
leader Siddaramaiah, state
party chief D K
Shivakumar, host of party
leaders and legislators.

Pointing out that two
days ago the Supreme
Court of India came out
with certain observations
against a former BJP
spokesperson and subse-
quently the Chief Justice
of India N V Ramana said
at a function that the
'Judiciary is answerable to
the Constitution and
Constitution alone', he
said, "I welcome this state-
ment, this very firm and

clear statement from the
highest Court of the land
and I congratulate the
Chief Justice for making
this assertion."

"...unfortunately after
the Supreme Court made
certain observations
against the former
spokesperson of the BJP,
you and I are aware that in
the social media the
Judiciary has not only
come in for criticism, it has
come in for accusations,
the filthiest accusations
are being leveled against
the judiciary, this is un-
precedented, this is a very
very sad development in
our democracy," he told re-
porters after the CLP meet.

"We all hold the judici-
ary in high esteem and we
can't say that we agree with
one order of the judiciary,
but we don't accept another
order of the judiciary,"
Sinha further said.

Malappuram (Kerala), Jul 03 (PTI): 

Team India is one where
everyone comes together
irrespective of their reli-
gion, language or commu-
nity to overcome chal-
lenges before the country
and not one which is divid-
ed as the ruling dispensa-
tion at the Centre alleged-
ly believes, Congress
leader and Wayanad MP
Rahul Gandhi said on
Sunday.

Speaking at an event for
honouring Santosh
Trophy winners and dis-
tributing football jerseys
to various teams in
Malappuram district of
Kerala, Gandhi said just
like a football or cricket
team, which requires all
its players to play as a unit

to win, India too is a team
whose success is "based on
all its people, all the reli-
gions, all the languages,
the States and all the com-
munities" here coming to-
gether.

"That is what team
India is. However, we have
a ruling dispensation

which does not under-
stand this. They think by
dividing India along reli-
gious lines, language
lines, community lines,
Team India can be suc-
cessful. You can see the re-
sult of hatred and divi-
sion. You can see the eco-
nomic collapse that has
taken place. You can see
the joblessness that is ap-
parent to every single per-
son," he said.

"Therefore, my advice to
you is that the same way
you treat your fellow play-
ers in the team, treat all
Indians as a team. Carry
everybody together.
Regardless of where they
come from, regardless of
their religion, language or
community, treat them all
the same. Then Team

India will overcome all the
challenges before it," the
Congress MP
said.Gandhi, in his
speech, further said that
the only India possible
was a "secular India".

"There is no other India
that is possible. An India
that is divided along reli-
gious lines, that is divided
along linguistic lines, is no
longer India. An India
where people feel humiliat-
ed because of the State they
come from, the religion they
follow or the language they
speak, this is not the true
India. India is a union of all
States, religions, languages
and communities and India
exists only if every person
who belongs here feels com-
fortable here," the Congress 
MP said.
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A goat-seller waits for customers ahead of the Eid al-Adha festival, in Udaipur, Sunday.

Varsities caught in Centre-state
political tussle over appointments

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): 

Universities and their
administrations in many
parts of the country are
caught in the middle of
what is essentially a politi-
cal tussle between the
NDA government at the
Centre and non-NDA-led
state governments. The ap-
pointment of Vice
Chancellors in universi-
ties has become a major
flash point in the con-
frontation between these
state governments and the
Centre-deputed governors.

Grievances and allega-
tions such as appoint-
ments being held under
political influence, biases
and disregard for excel-
lence have also caused a
stir on certain campuses,
turning them into a politi-
cal battleground. At the
Centre, the president is the
honorary head of most in-

stitutions. The president
appoints the head of the
central institution from
the panel suggested by the
central ministry. But at the
state level, the governor is
the chancellor of a state-
run university.

In some states, the gov-
ernor appoints the vice-
chancellor or head of the
institution directly, while
in others they select from
the panel suggested by the
state government.
Experts from the academ-
ic fraternity fear the tus-
sle is going to deepen fur-
ther due to greater politi-
cal polarisation that is
bound to impact VC ap-
pointments and the auton-
omy of institutions.

"There is an ongoing
power tussle between the
state governments and the
governor. There has been
no consultation and no
feedback is taken from the

state government or before
the appointments. ''It (VC
appointments) has become
political appointments, the
tussle is deepening," said
Miranda House professor
and former member of
DU's Academic Council
Abha Dev Habib.

"The governors all are
BJP people sitting in the
states. They are appointing
as VCs only those close to
them," she alleged. Habib
said the appointments
should be made respecting
the cultural space of a uni-
versity but it is not being
done. "If the central gov-
ernment will continue to
marginalise the states then
there will be be unrest and
this tussle will deepen,"
she added.

According to a top offi-
cial at the Centre for
Policy Research, similar
issues persisted in the past
too and academic institu-

tions should be free of any
political interference. The
tussle is not new. It has
been there during previ-
ous regimes too. The need
of the hour is to find a
third way that pacifies all
stakeholders and im-
proves the academic in-
tegrity of India.

"If we want the academ-
ic institutions to be
known for academic excel-
lence globally, we need to
think beyond CMs and
governors as chancellors,"
he said. JNU professor
Ayesha Kidwai believes
the debate is not about
whether the state or the
governor should be given
control but about the au-
tonomy of universities.
"The actual stakeholders -
the academic people asso-
ciated with the university
- should be given the
power to make the educa-
tional decisions.

EID AL-ADHA PREPARATIONS

SP dissolves all
national and state

exec bodies
LLuucckknnooww,,  JJuull  0033  ((PPTTII))::
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav Sunday dis-
solved the party's all national,
state and district executive
bodies including the youth and
the women's wing, days after
the SP lost two Lok Sabha
seats considered its bastions to
the BJP in bypolls. Though the
party has not given any reason
for the decision, which comes
into effect immediately, it is
seen as an attempt to revamp
the organisation after the drub-
bing on Rampur and Azamgarh
seats. The SP's Uttar Pradesh
president Naresh Uttam will,
however, continue to remain in
his position, the party said. In a
tweet, the SP said Yadav has
dissolved the national, state
and districts units of all party
cells including the youth and
women wings. "He has also
dissolved the national, state
and district executives."

New Delhi, Jul 03 (PTI): I
have given prime years of
my life to the university
and now I am living in the
constant fear of losing my
job, says a Delhi University
teacher, summing up the
plight of hundreds of
English teachers who are
fearing job loss due to the
implementation of
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
(UGCF) from the 2022-23 ac-
ademic session. The Delhi
University's Executive
Council in February ap-
proved UGCF-2022 formu-
lated in accordance with
the National Education
Policy. Several teachers op-
posed the proposed struc-
ture of the UGCF, saying
that the Ability
Enhancement Courses
(AEC) are offered only in
the languages included in
the eighth schedule of the
Constitution and that does
not include English.

Affirm she won’t be ‘rubber stamp Rashtrapati’

‘Team India is one where people
are united, not divided’

Sinha urges Murmu DU English teachers
fear job loss under

new curriculum'"

’Proper security arrangements 
in place for Amarnath Yatra’


