
Accounts of three Chinese nationals frozen
Raipur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Cryptocurrency
trading wallet ac-
counts registered in
the name of three
Chinese nationals,

containing Rs 4 crore,
were frozen by cryptocur-
rency exchange Binance,
following a request by the
police in Chhattisgarh's
Rajnandgaon district in
connection with a fraud,
an official said on Friday.

The action was taken
based on a complaint
lodged by one Dr
Abhishek Pal, a resident of
Rajnandgaon, who alleged
that he had lost Rs 81 lakh
after a Chinese woman
lured him into investing in
a cryptocurrency scheme

by promising him three-
fold returns, the official
said.

The preliminary investi-
gation revealed that the
complainant had fallen
prey to Chinese-origin
'Sha Zhu Pan', which
translates to a pig butcher-
ing scam aka romance
scam, under which fraud-
sters spend months culti-
vating a relationship with
their targets before con-
vincing them to invest in
bogus investment
schemes, said Santosh
Singh, Rajnandgaon
Superintendent of Police
told PTI.

A police team led by city
superintendent of police
(CSP) Gaurav Rai was
tasked with investigating

the case, he added. Pal had
gotten acquainted with a
person named Ana Li
from Hong Kong on a so-
cial networking site. On
her recommendation, he
had invested $35,000, ap-
proximately Rs 26 lakh, in
a trading app. Later the
money grew to $107,825.
The victim could not with-
draw the money even after
depositing taxes as told by
the fraudster, the official
said, quoting the com-
plaint. Further probe re-
vealed that the social
media handle in the name
of Ana Li was a bogus ac-
count and it had used pic-
tures of a Taiwan-based
Instagram star. The ac-
count was created to cheat
people, he said.

Mishap
SSeehhoorree:: Three women
were killed and seven
others injured when their
car rammed into a sta-
tionary truck on Indore-
Bhopal Highway in
Madhya Pradesh's
Sehore district on Friday,
police said. The victims
were on their way to a
Shiva temple at
Kubereshwar Dham in
the district after attend-
ing a wedding in Indore,
an official said. 

Landslide
MMuummbbaaii:: A landslide
occurred near an under-
construction building
close to Haji Ali area in
the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday, but
there was no report of
any injury to any person
or damage to any struc-
ture, a BMC official said.
It took place near
Pedder Road, an official
said, adding that a foot-
path close to a hillock in
the vicinity has also
developed a crack.

Bomb explodes 
PPaattnnaa:: A crude bomb
went off inside the
crowded Civil Court
premises here on Friday,
injuring a police officer
who had brought the
explosive for investiga-
tion purpose. The sub-
inspector of police has
hurt his arm but is out of
danger, said Sabiul Haq,
the SHO of the Pirbahore
police station under
which the site of the inci-
dent falls.

Detained
JJaammmmuu:: A man allegedly
involved in terror and
anti-India activities has
been slapped with the
Public Safety Act and
detained by the police in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district on Friday,
officials said.
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Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi with veteran Bollywood
actor Randhir Kapoor during
the 5th Global Film Tourism
Conclave, organised by PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, in Mumbai, Friday.
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Puri, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Vibrant celebrations and
colourful processions
marked the first day of
Ratha Jatra in Puri, with po-
litical leaders and other dig-
nitaries descending on the
roads of the temple town to
pay obeisance to the Trinity,
along with a sea of rev-
ellers.

Odisha Governor
Ganeshi Lal, Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik, Union min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan

and Orissa High Court
Chief Justice Dr

Muralidhar were among
those who were seen pulling
the Nandighosh chariot of
Lord Jagannath, amid lakhs
of devotees who blew conch
shells and chanted Hari bol'.
Patnaik, who returned from
his 11-day tour to Italy and

Dubai early morning,
rushed to Puri for darshan'
of the divine siblings -- Lord
Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra. He waved to the
crowd as people cheered for
him. The Grand Trunk
Road adjoining the temple
came alive with celebra-
tions as emotion and enthu-
siasm were palpable among
the devotees, Patnaik said
on Twitter. Pradhan, too,
took to the microblogging
platform to say that Rath
Jatra was all about univer-
sal love and humanity .

Mumbai/Panaji, Jul 01 (PTI):

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on
Friday questioned the BJP's
decision to install a "so-
called Shiv Sainik" as
Maharashtra chief minister
when it did not keep its 2019
promise of rotating the top
post and slammed the new
government's move to relo-
cate a Mumbai Metro car
shed to green belt of Aarey
Colony, reversing a key deci-
sion of the previous regime.

In his first public com-
ments after stepping down
as chief minister on June
29, Thackeray took on the
former ally BJP and ac-
cused it of not honouring
what he claimed was an un-
derstanding between him
and Union minister Amit
Shah to rotate the CM's post

between the two saffron par-
ties after the 2019 Assembly
polls.

A day after taking over as
Deputy Chief Minister, BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis,
who first announced not to
join the Eknath Shinde-led
government only to relent
later, was conspicuous by his
absence during a celebration
held at the party's state head-
quarters. The programme at
the party office in south
Mumbai was meant to cele-
brate its return to power in

Maharashtra after two-and-
half years following the col-
lapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led MVA govern-
ment.

Bengaluru, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on
Friday successfully carried
out the maiden flight of the
indigenously developed un-
manned aircraft at
Chitradurga, Karnataka.

Operating in a fully au-
tonomous mode, the aircraft
exhibited a perfect flight
and a smooth touchdown,
an official press release said.

The flight marked a major
milestone in proving critical
technologies towards devel-
opment of future un-
manned aircraft and is a sig-
nificant step towards self-re-
liance in such strategic de-
fence technologies, the state-
ment read. The unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) is de-

signed and developed by the
Aeronautical Development
Establishment (ADE),
Bengaluru, a premier re-
search laboratory of DRDO,
the statement said.

It is powered by a small
turbofan engine. The air-
frame, undercarriage and
entire flight control and
avionics systems used for
the aircraft were indige-
nously developed, according
to the press release.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has congratulated
DRDO for its feat, said the
statement.

It is a major achievement
towards autonomous air-
craft and would pave the
way for Aatmanirbhar
Bharat' in terms of critical
military systems, Singh was
quoted as saying.

Mumbai, Jul 01 (PTI): 

First-time Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MLA
Rahul Narvekar on Friday
filed his nomination as the
party candidate for the post
of Maharashtra Assembly
speaker, election for which, if
required, will be held on July
3.

The Congress, which was
part of the erstwhile Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment, sought to know how
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari can allow the
Speaker's election now when
he did not give consent for
the process when the Shiv
Sena-led alliance was in
power. A communique is-
sued by the state legislature

secretariat to the Assembly
members said the election to
the post of the Speaker of
the House will be held on
July 3. Nominations for the
post will be accepted till 12
noon on July 2.

Narvekar, the MLA from
Colaba Assembly constituen-
cy in Mumbai, filed the nom-
ination for the post of
Assembly Speaker, an offi-
cial said. Election for the
post, if needed, will be held
on July 3, when a special two-
day session of the Assembly,
called to allow the new
Eknath Shinde-led govern-
ment to prove its majority,
begins. The opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance is yet to announce its
candidate for the position,
which has been lying vacant
since Congress MLA Nana
Patole resigned from the post
in February last year.

Sukma, Jul 01: 

A naxal carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head was killed in an en-
counter with security per-
sonnel in insurgency-af-
fected Sukma district on
Friday, police said.

The gun-battle took
place in the forest of
Borapara under Gadiras
police station's jurisdic-
tion when a team of the
police's District Reserve
Guard (DRG) was out for
patrolling, said a senior of-
ficial.

After the rebels fled
from the spot, the body of
a naxal was found in the
area, he said.

The slain man was iden-
tified as Kamlesh, a mem-
ber of the Malenger Area

Committee which comes
under the Darbha Division
of the banned CPI
Maoists, the official said.

He was carrying a cash
reward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head, the official added.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

spoke with Russian President

Vladimir Putin on Friday during

which he reiterated India's long-

standing position on the Ukraine

situation, favouring dialogue and

diplomacy. During their tele-

phonic conversation, the two

leaders reviewed the implemen-

tation of the decisions taken dur-

ing President Putin's visit to

India in December 2021, a state-

ment from the Prime Minister's

Office said. In particular, they

exchanged ideas on how bilateral

trade in agricultural goods, fertil-

izers and pharma products could

be encouraged further, it said.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

"It is our duty to keep our
nation's health as the first
priority as envisioned by
our prime minister," Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on the oc-
casion of National Doctors'
Day on Friday.

Lauding the medical fra-
ternity for its selfless serv-
ice, Mandaviya, who
chaired the Doctors' Day
Celebration at Lady
Hardinge Medical College,
said, "Our physicians and

medical professionals have
played a crucial role in our
lives. Celebrating this day
on July 1 every year is one
such effort to recognise
their immense role."

As part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav to cele-
brate India's 75th year of
Independence, Mandaviya
said the government is also
felicitating stalwarts from
the medical fraternity, who
are more than 75 years old,
for their dedication and
contribution, a health min-
istry statement said.

C
R

Y
P

TO
 F

R
A

U
D

The action was taken based
on a complaint lodged by one
Dr Abhishek Pal, a resident of
Rajnandgaon, who alleged
that he had lost Rs 81 lakh
after a Chinese woman lured
him into investing in a cryp-
tocurrency scheme by prom-
ising him three-fold returns,
the official said. The prelimi-
nary investigation revealed
that the complainant had fall-
en prey to Chinese-origin
'Sha Zhu Pan', which trans-
lates to a pig butchering
scam aka romance scam,
under which fraudsters spend
months cultivating a relation-
ship with their targets before
convincing them to invest in
bogus investment schemes.

About the case

Naxal with Rs 5 lakh bounty killed

The gun-battle took place in the forest of Borapara under
Gadiras police station's jurisdiction when a team of the police's
District Reserve Guard (DRG) was out for patrolling.After the
rebels fled from the spot, the body of a naxal was found in the
area.The slain man was identified as Kamlesh, a member of the
Malenger Area Committee which comes under the Darbha
Division of the banned CPI Maoists.

About the incident

Modi dials Putin,
reiterates position

on Ukraine

Nation’s health,
first priority: Govt

MLA Narvekar is BJP
nominee for speaker post
̈ Cong asks why

hold election now

Shinde not a ‘Shiv Sena CM’: Uddhav
̈ Sees red in Metro car

shed in green belt

Former Maha chief minister
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray

during a press conference at Shiv
Sena Bhavan, in Mumbai, Friday.

DRDO’s autonomous
plane’s maiden flight

‘successful’

R
A

T
H

A
 J

A
T

R
A

Guv, CM pull Lord Jagannath’s chariot
̈ Amid sea of

devotees

Devotees throng the 
chariots of Lord Jagannath,

Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra during
the annual Rath Yatra of

Lord Jagannath which 
commenced amid tight
security, in Puri, Friday.

The day-old Shiv Sena-BJP
government in Maharashtra
will face the floor test on July
4, an official said on Friday.
BJP MLA Rahul Narvekar filed
the nomination on Friday for
the post of Assembly Speaker,
the official said. Election for
the post, if needed, will be
held on July 3, when the spe-
cial two-day session of the
House begins, he said.
The position has been vacant
since Nana Patole of Congress
resigned from the post in
February last year. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde will
table a motion of confidence in
the Assembly on July 4, the
official, a senior functionary in
Vidhan Bhawan, said.

Shinde to face floor
test on Jul 04
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Bhilai, Jul 01: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has selected ten major
roads of the city located in
the north side of the
Railway Lines. This deci-
sion was taken during the
Mayor - in - Council meet-
ing held on Thursday.
Mayor Neeraj Pal chaired
the meeting in the pres-
ence of Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi.

In a significant move,
the Mayor - in - Council
has taken an important
decision in the direction
of beautification of the
roads. Ten important
roads of the city will be
beautified with the
Mayor's fund. BMC will
spend about Rs 2.25 crore.

Keeping in mind the
city development and the
facilities of the citizens,
the Mayor has taken an
important decision to
beautify the city with his
own funds. Along with
this, major roads will be
rejuvenated for the con-

venience of commuters
and common citizens.

Most of the roads con-
nect the inner areas of
Bhilai city to the National
Highway. These roads will
be developed at par with
the roads of metro cities.
In the first phase, the
roads from Supela Chowk
to Rajendra Prasad
Chowk and Nehru Nagar
Chowk to Surya Mall
Chowk will be rejuvenat-
ed. Attractive lighting,
landscaping, fountain
and parking etc will be
arranged along the roads.

People passing through
these roads will have a
different view during the

day and the night as well.
Thousands of people use
these roads every day.
These roads witness
heavy traffic throughout
the day. Mayor and his
council have decided to
beautify these roads. The
roads will be beautified
like a hi-tech city.

Apart from this, other
topics were also discussed
in the meeting.
Discussion was held on
the development of the
Civic Center Chowpatty.
Civic Center, the heart of
the city, will get a facelift
and will become more at-
tractive. BMC gave ap-
proval for this project

also.
Mayor - in - Council

members Laxmipati
Raju, Ekansh Banchore,
Shiju Anthony, Sandeep
Nirankari, Saket
Chandrakar, Neha Sahu,
Meera Banjare, Malti
Thakur, Keshav Choubey,
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Lal Chand Verma and
Mannan Ghaffar Khan as
well as Zone
Commissioners Amitabh
Sharma, Yesha Lahre and
Pooja Pillay, Secretary
Jeevan Verma, Mayor's
personal secretary Wasim
Khan, Sharad Dubey,
Dilip Kuruve and Ajay
Shukla were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: Steel
Employees Union (INTUC)
and Ispat Shramik Manch
have officially entered into
an alliance for the upcom-
ing representative trade
union election of Bhilai
Steel Plant. The official
declaration was made by
INTUC General Secretary
Sanjay Singh at INTUC
Office in Sector 4.

The alliance will contest
election under the banner
of INTUC. With this, they
formally started cam-
paigning for the upcoming

election. The union has
promised to provide ar-
rears of 39 months of the
wage revision. The union
is also making promises
over the issues of non-ex-
ecutive promotion policy,
respectable designation
for diploma engineers, etc.
Ispat Shramik Manch
Working President Sheikh
Mehmood, Senior Vice
President RD Deshlehra,
Tameshwar Thakur and
INTUC General Secretary
SK Baghel, Sanjay sahu,
Vansh Bahadur Singh,
Puran Verma and others
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: A silent
march was taken out by
Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti on Friday in
protest of the brutal mur-
der of Kanhaiyyalal in in
Udaipur, Rajasthan. They
submitted a memorandum
to the police officials. The
memorandum addressed
to the District Collector,
demanded capital punish-
ment for the killers.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on June 28,
Kanhaiyalal was murdered
on Taliban lines by Riyaz
Akhtari and Ghaus
Mohammad in Udaipur,
Rajasthan.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey

said that social harmony
has deteriorated due to the
incident carried out by the
culprits Riyaz Akhtari and
Ghaus Mohammad in
Udaipur on June 28.

There is a lot of resent-
ment among the people.

Efforts are being made to
create an atmosphere of
fear. Pandey said that they
are protesting against this
incident carried out on the
lines of Taliban. They took
out a silent march and paid
tributes to Late

Kanhaiyalal.
He added that the com-

mittee demands from the
concerned state govern-
ment and the central gov-
ernment, that Riyaz
Akhtari and Ghaus
Mohammad should be
given capital punishment
at the earliest.

Committee's State
General Secretary
Buddhan Thakur, Working
President Praveen Pandey,
Vishnu Pathak, Rinku
Sahu, Arun Singh, Dilip
Kesharwani, Mukesh
Singh, Dharmendra Singh,
Sunny Pandey, Gajendra
Yadav, Akash Thakur and
other members of Shri
Ram Janmotsav Samiti
members and common
people participated in the
march.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: On Friday,
different factions of
Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha took out a rally and
paid tributes to the mar-
tyred workers at Power
House Railway Station.
They commemorated the
martyred workers who
were killed in a firing inci-
dent which occurred on
July 01, 1992.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a large number of
labourers were staging
protests demanding fair
wages and better condi-
tions of work in Bhilai.
They were further demand-
ing justice for the murder
of the late labour leader
Shankar Guha Niyogi. On
July 01, 1992, thousands

were sitting in protest on
the railway line in Power
House when police opened
fire. 17 workers were killed
and many others seriously
injured. Every year, to com-
memorate the struggle of
these martyred workers
and all those who partici-
pated in the labour move-

ment, the Chhattisgarh
Mukti Morcha holds a rally
and stages protest in Power
House. Later they took out
a procession which con-
cluded at Niyogi Square
where a public rally was
held. CMM leaders ad-
dressed the labourers at
this rally.

MS Raghukumar elected
BMG President

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: The 65th
Annual General Body
Meeting of BMG (Bhilai
Malayala Grantshala)
Sector-6 unanimously
elected MS Raghukumar
as President. Sajeev
Sudhakaran was elected
Vice President, Reji Alex
was elected General
Secretary, PC Anian was
elected Treasurer and G
Suresh Kumar, VV
Mohandas, Ullas Sakaria

and KR
P r a k a s h a n
were elected
as Secret-
aries for the
year 2022-24.
The meeting
was presided
over by BMG
o u t g o i n g

president PGR Pillai.
General Secretary M
Valsakumar presented the
annual report and
Treasurer SR Unnithan
presented the annual ac-
counts. The Annual
General Body Meeting dis-
cussed all the developmen-
tal works of BMG and con-
veyed best wishes to the
newly elected office bear-
ers and assured full coop-
eration. Vice President TP
Gopa Kumar proposed the
vote of thanks.

Deities undertake journey to Gundicha Temple
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: The devo-
tees in the twin city
thronged at the Jagannath
temples to celebrate the
chariot festival or the Rath
Yatra of Lord Jagannath.

Richly decorated chari-
ots, resembling temple
structures, were pulled
through the streets of Steel
City on Friday commemo-
rating the annual journey
of Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balarama, and their sister
Subhadra to their aunt's
temple, the Gundicha
Temple which is situated at
some distance from their
temple.

Jagannath Samiti,
Sector 4 organised the
main celebrations on the
occasion. As per the tradi-

tion, new chariots are built
every year. The Rath Yatra
of Jagannath Samiti began
from Shri Shri Jagannath
Temple at Sector 4 and
reached Gundicha Temple,
temporarily constructed at
Sector 10.

Devotees from across the
city participated in the
yatra with an earnest de-

sire to help pull Lords'
chariot with the help of
other priests pulling the
chariots with ropes.

They consider this a
pious deed and risk their
lives in the huge crowd.
The huge processions ac-
companying the chariots
play devotional songs with
drums, tambourines, trum-

pets etc.
Former Vidhan Sabha

Speaker Prem Prakash
Pandey performed the
pious ritual of "Chera
Panhara", which is per-
formed by the King at
Puri.

A day prior to the Rath
Yatra, i.e. on June 29, Netra
Utsav was celebrated at

Lord Jagannath Temples
in the city. Devotees
thronged to pay obeisance
to the deities, who gave
'darshan' after fifteen days.

The rituals of "Netra
Utsav" were performed by
the priests. After a dura-
tion of fifteen days, the
doors of Lord Jagannath
Temple were opened on

the day. Rituals of havan,
pujan, mangal dhwani and
ghantavadan were per-
formed.

Committee office bear-
ers - President Virendra
Satpathi; General
Secretary Satyawan
Nayak, Basant Pradhan,
Anaam Nahak, D Trinath,
Bhim Swai, Trinath Sahu,
BC Biswal, Sushant
Satpathi, Vridavan Swai,
Prakash Das, Kalu Behra,
Niranjan Maharana,
Ranjan Mahapatra, SC
Patro, BK Sahu, Kavi
Biswal, Ramesh Kumar
Nayak, Seemanchal Behra,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Santosh Dalai, Shankar
Dalai, Prakash Swai and
Kailash Patro made signif-
icant efforts to make the
celebration successful.

Chhattisgarh Mukti Morcha 
commemorates martyred workers 
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Bhilai, Jul 01: The inau-
gural edition of a special
3-day Leadership
Development Program
for Non-Executives titled
'KarmVeer' was success-
fully conducted by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's HRD
Department from June 27

to 29, 2022 at HRDC,
Bhilai.

The target population
for this special interven-
tion was a cross-section
of National awardees
(Shram/Vishwakarma)
of BSP. This program
was designed as well as
conducted by Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD&BE)

and Amulya Priyadarshi,
GM (HRD). It consisted of
many innovative group
tasks and inputs on indi-
vidual Leadership devel-
opment.

On the concluding day,
SPS Jaggi, ex-Director
(HR), Shipping
Corporation of India,
was invited to conduct an
interactive session with
the participants, consist-
ing of experience shar-
ing and inputs on
Leadership attributes.

This program received
excellent feedback and
valuable suggestions
from the participants,
who also undertook to
take up new and innova-
tive tasks at their respec-
tive workplaces, after
this training program.

‘Karamveer’ leadership 
programme conducted at HRDC

Shri Ram Janmotsava Samiti 
takes out silent march Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: CA Day
2022 was celebrated with
great enthusiasm by the
Commerce Department of
SSV, Sector-10, Bhilai on
Friday. On the occasion, a
function was organized
where eminent CAs were
invited to share their expe-
riences with the com-
merce students of classes
XI and XII. The guest
speakers were CA Nikhil
Baghmar, CA Bharti
Sancheti and CA Ankesh
Patni (Ex Students of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya).

The function started
with the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp by
Principal, SSV, Bipin
Deshmukh and the invited
guests. The dignitaries
were welcomed by Kavita
Sareen, In - Charge,
Commerce Department.

Bouquets were presented
to the guests by Harshita,
Arshdeep, Sruthi and
Astha. CA Bharti Sancheti
and CA Ankesh Patni kept
the students captivated by
sharing glimpses of their
lives and their journey as
a Chartered Accountant.
They motivated the stu-
dents to be focused in their
efforts to attain their ulti-

mate goal in life. CA
Nikhil Bhagmar, in his in-
teraction, apprised the stu-
dents about the innumer-
able opportunities in the
world of commerce.

Principal, SSV, Bipin
Deshmukh, called on the
students to be proud of the
choice of their field and
excel in their endeavours.
The guest speakers were

felicitated by presenting
mementos by the
Principal Bipin
Deshmukh. Harshi
Nirmalkar proposed the
vote of thanks. The pro-
gramme concluded with
the national anthem.
School Management ap-
plauded the efforts put in
by the school in organiz-
ing the function.

SSV celebrates CA Day 

INTUC - Manch alliance
declared officially 

BMC to beautify 10 major roads of the city Farewell accorded to retiring BSP employees

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: SAIL-BSP
accorded a warm
Farewell to BSP employ-
ees who are retiring in
June 2022 at a function in
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir on June 30, 2022.
Rajiv Shrivastava, CGM

(CO CCD), Saumya
Tokdar, CGM (BF), NK
Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and
SEFI Chairman,
Pervinder Singh, General
Secretary, OA were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Earlier, Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c

(BSP) had given a farewell
to retiring Executives on
June 28, 2022.

237 employees, includ-
ing 31 Executives and 206
Non-Executives are su-
perannuating in June
2022. 15 employees from
Mines are retiring in
June 2022. The manage-

ment of BSP appreciated
the contribution of the re-
tiring employees and
wished them the best for
their future.

The programme at Kala
Mandir was compered by
Supriyo Sen. Sahee Ram
Jakhad, DGM (SRG) pro-
posed the Vote of Thanks.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0011::  Four students of St
Thomas College, Bhilai - Rashi
Shrivastava (MSc Maths), Arjun
Arun (BBA), Amisha Singh (BSc
Mathematics) and Komant
Goutam (BSc CS) got selected in
South Indian Bank for the post of
Probationary Clerk. The place-
ment drive was conducted online
by the Training and Placement

Cell of St Thomas College.
Students faced a tough competi-
tion and by qualifying Group
Discussion, Written Examination
and Interview they scored high-
est marks and got placement.

Principal of the College, Dr MG
Roymon congratulated all the se-
lected students and gave his
best wishes for their bright fu-
ture. Administrator of the
College Rev Fr Dr Joshi

Varghese congratulated all the
selected students and appreci-
ated the efforts taken by Dr
Sunita Kshatriya, Convener
Training and Placement Cell. HG
Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius also
gave his blessing to selected
students. All the faculties and
other staff members of St
Thomas College, Bhilai also con-
gratulated students for their
campus placement.  

St Thomas College students got placement in South Indian Bank
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Role of police is important in
child protection: Ashok Juneja

Raipur, Jul 01: Under the
joint aegis of Chhattisgarh
Police and UNICEF, a 2-day
workshop (June 30 and
July 01, 2022) was inaugu-
rated by Director General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja for capacity build-
ing of nodal officers and
child welfare police officers
posted in the police stations
of the state. Detailed train-
ing regarding the laws re-
lated to children, amend-
ments in laws and smooth
operation of child friendly
police stations were given
to 140 participants from dif-
ferent districts of the state
who participated in the
workshop. Addressing the
trainees and officers pres-
ent in the inaugural func-
tion, Director General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja said that children
are the future of the nation
and the role of police is
very important in the direc-
tion of protection of chil-
dren. The responsibility of
the police is important in
the direction of protecting
children and bringing juve-

nile children who violate
law to the main stream of
the society. Therefore, it is
necessary that along with
the police working in the
field of child protection, all
other policemen should
also be trained in this direc-
tion. Chhattisgarh Police of-
ficers and UNICEF have
taken a commendable ini-
tiative in this direction,
which will continue in fu-
ture.

On this occasion,
Director General of Police,
Chhattisgarh Shri Ashok
Juneja released the guide
prepared by CAP Expert,
UNICEF, Shyam Sudhir
Bandi was also released.
Senior officers of Police
Headquarters, Himanshu
Gupta, Additional Director
General of Police (Admn.),
Pradeep Gupta, Additional
Director General of Police
(Yo/Pr.), Vivekananda,
Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal
Opearation), S.C. Dwivedi,
Inspector General of Police
(Dr.), Dr. Sanjeev Shukla,
Inspector General of Police
(Dr.) along with other offi-
cers were present. CAP
Experts from UNICEF
Shyam Sudhir Bandi, Child
Protection Specialist,
UNICEF Chetna Desai and
Child Protection Officer,
UNICEF Priyanka Sethi
and Ms. Nimisha Srivastava
from Council for Secure
Justice were also present.

8-year-old girl dies of scorpion
sting at govt school

Raipur, Jul 01: An eight-
year-old girl died of scorpion
sting at a government school
in Chhattisgarh’s Bemetara
district, officials said on
Thursday. The incident took
place on Wednesday at the
government primary school
at Bandhi village. Divya
Mandavi, a class 2nd stu-
dent, was stung by a scorpi-
on while playing during the

recess, a government official
said. She was taken first to
the Primary Health Centre
in nearby Dadhi village and
later to the Bemetara dis-
trict hospital. But the doc-
tors there advised her par-
ents to shift her to capital
Raipur in view of her criti-
cal condition. She died near
Simga on the way to Raipur,
the official added. Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
expressed deep grief over
the incident, a government
statement said. On the direc-
tion of the CM, the
Bemetara District
Education Officer handed
over a cheque of Rs 1 lakh as
financial assistance to the
girl’s father, and further aid
of Rs 4 lakh would be provid-
ed to him, it said.

Chhattisgarh Bandh today in protest against Udaipur incident

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 01: The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) has called for a
Chhattisgarh bandh on
Saturday in protest against
the brutal murder of Tailor
Kanhaiyalal in Udaipur
(Rajasthan). BJP, Bajrang
Dal, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and other trade organiza-
tions have supported the
bandh.

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golcha, Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal said

that an emergency meeting
of trade associations and
executive members was or-
ganised on Friday on July
01 at Devilal Vyapar Udyog
Bhawan, Bombay Market,
Raipur. Strongly condemn-
ing the incident in Udaipur,
the letter received from
Vishwa Hindu Parishad,

Chhattisgarh unit was dis-
cussed in which support
was sought from the
Chamber in the one-day
Chhattisgarh bandh, on the
basis of the suggestions
and support received from
variosu trade associations
it was decided that
Chamber will extend moral
support to the Bandh till 2
pm on  July 2nd, 2022,
Saturday in which vegeta-
bles, fruits, medicines,
petrol pumps and essential
services have been kept
free from closure. Chamber
State President Amar
Parwani said that the inci-
dent that has happened in
Udaipur has tarnished a
civilized, cultured society.
This incident has deeply
shocked the society. After
this incident, due to imme-
diate action by the

Rajasthan government, the
accused were traced and
sent to judicial custody.
Chamber State General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin also
strongly condemned  this
incident and said that the
culprits of this incident
should be punished severe-
ly. Chamber believes that
such incidents do not
recur, the society should
jointly ensure this.
Everyone is equally re-
sponsible for maintaining
social harmony. Every at-
tempt to give a communal
color to this incident
should be foiled. The meet-
ing was conducted and
thanked by the Chamber
State General Secretary
Ajay Bhasin. At the end of
the meeting, a two-minute
silent tribute was paid to
late Kanhaiyalal.

Guv confers degrees to fresh graduates at SRU’s 1st Convocation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 01: On the oc-
casion of the First
Convocation of the
University, the Governor of
Chhattisgarh and
University Visitor, Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey asserted
that it was a great moment
for her that she got the op-
portunity to attend the
first convocation of the
University, where it was
being directed and guided
by a saint Swaroop Shri
Ravi Shankar Maharaj Ji.
The University has im-
bibed the Ashram and
Gurukul tradition in itself
in the modern era, operat-
ing on the basis of Ashram
System. It is constantly
moving towards moral
knowledge and value-
based education according
to the Indian culture.

Maharaj Ji has done a
lot of public welfare work
by establishing all the un-
dertakings of Vedic knowl-

edge and modern knowl-
edge in this picturesque
environment and believes
that the students who are
educated in a picturesque
environment will surely
assimilate the Indian tradi-
tion and earn prestige in
their field, as well as the
preservation of the Indian
culture and values will
also be maintained by
these students.

By sharing his verdicts,
the Chief Guest of the
First Convocation, Union
Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar said that,
Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
University is a combina-
tion of academic excel-
lence with its administra-
tive acumen, transparency
and promptness, which is
rare elsewhere. The uni-
versity has its own unique-
ness which will establish it
as the best university on
the global stage. Various
faculties, departments, re-
search centers of the
University are presenting
the best model in an inte-
grated and holistic man-
ner. The University of
Tribal Population

Dominated Area is writing
a new story of success and
development through
higher education. In this
inaccessible region, where
the spread of education is
relatively less, this concept
and accomplishment of
world-class education is in-
comparable and commend-
able by the grace of
Maharaj Shri.

Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
University is the foremost
university in implement-
ing its development strate-
gy according to the core
spirit of the new education
policy. Soon, the varsity
will rise on the world stage
and see the whole world
with its rays of knowledge.

Along with it, the
Chairman of Shri

Rawatpura Sarkar Lok
Kalyan Trust (SRLKT),
Shri Ravi Shankar Mahraj
Ji, told that Convocation is
not the end of initiation
for the student, but now all
the students will dedicate
the education and learning
received from here to the
society. Convocation is a
day to commit towards
positive activities, educa-
tion upgradation and
moral development. In the
course of personality for-
mation, meditation and
worship; our students will
apply their knowledge in
the form of worship for the
benefit of the society and
the nation; which is the
spirit of this convocation.
We are blessed and also be-
lieve that the expectations

of the university will al-
ways be met by all the stu-
dents.

In the First Convocation,
Padma Vibhushan Dr. K.
Kasturirangan, Padma
Shri Vaidya Rajesh
Kotecha, Justice (Retd)
Ashok Bhushan, Padma
Vibhushan Dr. Teejan Bai
were conferred honorary
degrees by the University
and the students complet-
ed their study in the ses-
sion 2018, 2019 and 2020 , in
which 1040 were awarded
degrees and 25 gold medals
were given, namely, Rahul
Kumar (Bachelor of
Commerce, Honours 2018),
Priyanka Ganjir (Master
of Business
Administration,2018),
Kiran Jogi (Bachelor of
Social Work,2018),
Manisha (Bachelor of
Arts,2018), Umesh Kumar
(Master of Social
Work,2018) Mayank
Upadhyay (Bachelor of
Science in Yoga 2018),
Likeshwari Sahu (Master
of Arts in Yoga And
Consciousness,2018) ,
Rishabh Sahu (Bachelor
of Computer Applications
2018), Khumesh Kumar

(M.Sc. Chemistry, 2018),
Kusum Sahu (B.Sc. in
Biotech,2018), Shivangi
Singh Tomar (Diploma in
Computer Science
Engineering 2018), Sahid
Sachin (Diploma in
Pharmacy 2018), Kushal
Kishor Dondekar
(Master of Business
Administration,2019),
Menika Sahu (Bachelor of
Library & Information
Science ,2019), Yuvraj
Kumar (Master of Library
& Information
Science,2019), Ajay Kumar
Sahu (Master of Art in
Education,2019) Aakash
Kumar Tamboli (Master
of Social Work 2019),
Mamta Vijay (Master of
Arts in Yoga &
Naturopathy, 2019) Divya
Sharma (M.Sc. in
Optometry 2019), Milap
Ram (Diploma In
Pharmacy 2019) Md. Ali
Raza (Master of
Philosophy in Commerce)
2019, Minakshi (Bachelor
of Library & Information
Science 2020), Sonika
(Master of Library &
Information Science,2020),
Bhawna Singh (Bachelor
of Journalism, 2020).

Presidential election 2022 

Raipur, Jul 01: Yashwant
Sinha, the joint candidate
of the country’s opposi-
tion parties for the post of
President, came to Raipur
on Friday. Talking to the
media here he said he
came to Raipur under his
election campaign. ‘The
campaign began in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, a place far away
from Delhi where we are
getting 100 percent votes.
Kerala is a secular place.
Everybody is with me’, he
said.

Sinha, who was accom-
panied by Pradesh
Congress in-charge PL
Punia and Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said ‘the
office of the President is
an office of dignity. It
would have been better if
there were no elections for
this post and the ruling
party and the opposition
together would decide

someone by consensus’.
‘In view of the present

situation country does not
want a silent President. A
person holding the post of
president must fulfill his
or her constitutional re-
sponsibilities. President
has a power to advice gov-
ernment. But a president
playing puppet at the
hands of PM will not do
this. So if I am in this elec-
tion, I will fulfill this re-
sponsibility with this hope
and confidence. But it does
not mean that there can be
any confrontation with the
government, rather there
can be consultation’,
Sinha added.

He said that he was
grateful to all those parties
who supported his candi-
dature. He also asked his
friends in BJP to use their
discretion saying that this
is a fight of ideology be-
tween those who protect

constitution and those
who are trying to destroy
constitutional values.

The central government
had also approached
Sinha for the post of
President. Revealing this
in Raipur, Sinha said that
the Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh had called
him for the sake of formal-
ities by saying that there
should be a consensus but
after that he did not take
the initiative.
Subsequently opposition
parties held meetings and
finally asked him to be a
common candidate, he
said, adding that after
some time the center an-
nounced its candidate.
Sinha also lashed out at
the present government at
the Centre, saying that
this government was in-
dulging in misuse of gov-
ernment agencies to sup-
press its opponents.

Chariots of Lord Jagannath roll out in city amid chants of ‘Jai Jagannath’ 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 01: Chariots
of Lord Jagannath, his
brother Balabhadra and
sister Subhadra rolled out
at different parts of the
city on Jagannath Rath
Yatra festival today. The
main Rath Yatra festival
was held at Shri
Jagannath Mandir
Gayatri Nagar where
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel inaugurated the
celebration by performing
a symbolic ritual of clean-
ing the way for the chari-
ots with the use of a gold-
en broom called
‘Chherapahra’. Prior to
this, the Chief Minister
participated in the rituals
of ‘Yagyashala’ and of-
fered prayers by circum-
ambulating the ‘Havan
Kund’. He performed
‘aarti’ of Mahaprabhu
Jagannath, His elder
brother Balabhadra and
sister Subhadra at the Sri
Jagannath temple. Chief
Minister Baghel offered
prayers at the temple and
prayed for happiness and
prosperity of the people of
the state and good rains in
the state.

State President of Utkal
Samaj Radhe Shyam
Vibhar informed that in

Gayatri Nagar the chari-
ots were decorated like
Puri. Devotees have an op-
portunity to see glimpses
of the great festival of
Mahaprabhu. In many dis-
tricts including Bilaspur
and Bastar, the Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagannath are
being taken out in line
with Puri. A 16 feet long,
17 feet high and 12 feet
wide chariot has been
built in Bilaspur. In Bastar
too, Lord is visiting his
aunt’s house at Gundicha
temple in Janakpuri. The
chariot of Lord Jagannath
is called Nandighosh. The
name of the chariot of
brother Balabhadra is
‘Taldhwaj’ and sister
Subhadra ji rides on
‘Darpadalan’ chariot.

Lord Jagannath is
equally associated with
the culture of Odisha and

Chhattisgarh. Like
Odisha, this festival is also
an integral part of the cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh. The
tradition of taking out the
Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath on this day in
the cities of Chhattisgarh
is going on for centuries.

This partnership be-
tween the Utkal culture
and the culture of
Dakshin Kosala is un-
breakable. It is believed
that the original place of
Lord Jagannath is
Shivrinarayan-tirtha of
Chhattisgarh wherein he

went to Jagannathpuri
and established himself.

In the 500-year-old
Jagannath temple located
in Turi Hatri, Purani
Basti, a Rath Yatra was
taken out in the after-
noon after  ‘Abhishek’
and ‘Havan-Puja’ under
the leadership of Mahant
Ramsundar Das. Lord
Jagannath ji, Balabhadra
and Subhadra were
placed on the chariots at
2:30 pm. Therein the char-
iots rolled out  on Lakhe
Nagar Chowk and Tillu
Chowk via Lohar Chowk,
Old Basti Police Station,
Kankali Talab, Tatyapara
Chowk, Azad Chowk,
Amapara Chowk. Rath
Yatra celebration was
also held at 150-year-old
Jagannath temple located
in Sadar Bazar.

The Yatra ends at
Gundicha Temple near
Tikrapara Pujari Park
via Kotwali Chowk,
Kalibari.

Apart from this, Rath
Yatra celebrations were
held throughout the day
at Shri Ramdarbar
Complex, Ashwini Nagar,
Gudhiyari, Akashvani
Colony, Old Mantralaya,
Lily Chowk and Amapara
Municipal Corporation
Colony and from Badhai
Para in Kota.

CM inaugurates
Rath Yatra at
Gayatri Nagar per-
forming tradition of
‘Chherapahra’ 

Prays for happiness
and prosperity of
people of state

Raipur, Jul 01:
Governor Ms Anusuiya
Uike today prayed for the
happiness and prosperi-
ty of the country and the
people of the state by
worshiping Lord
Jagannath at the famous
Jagannath Temple at
Gayatri Nagar, Raipur on
the auspicious occasion
of Rath Yatra.

Governor Uikey of-
fered flowers to the idols
of Lord Jagannath ji,
Subhadra ji and
Balabhadra.

Idols of Lord
Jagannath, Balabhadra
and Subhadra were
brought to the chariot

amid sounds
of drum
beats and
conch shells.
G o v e r n o r
Uike partici-
pated in the
‘Maha Aarti’
of Lord
Jagannath ji
who was
brought out
for the Rath
Yatra from

the temple premises and
started the Rath Yatra by
pulling the chariot.

According to the tradi-
tional rituals, the idol of
Lord Jagannath ji on
Nandighosh chariot, the
idol of his brother
Balabhadra on the
Taaldhwaj chariot and
the idol of sister
Subhadra on the
Devdalan chariot left for
the city tour.

A large number of
devotees including
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr Charandas Mahant
and MP Smt Jyotsna
Mahant were present on
this occasion.

Country does not want a silent
President: Yeshwant Sinha

Governor offers prayers at Jagannath
Temple on Rath Yatra

SRU confers four
honorary degrees
at First Convocation

Chamber extends
moral support to
Chhattisgarh bandh
on call of VHP

Relief to essential
commodities, mar-
ket closed till 2 pm

p Inauguration of two-
day workshop for
capacity building of
Special Juvenile
Police Unit and Child
Welfare Police
Officers
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On National Doctors’ Day ‘RPL’ comes into existence
Raipur, July 02:
Thyrocare, one of the lead-
ing healthcare service
providers in the preven-
tive healthcare and diag-
nostics segment, launched
its new Regional
Processing Lab (RPL) in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh,
which is their 20th RPL in
India, on the occasion of
National Doctors’ Day.

Located in Tiara
Shopping Mall in Shankar
Nagar, this RPL is
equipped with unique 24*7
unidirectional sample-pro-
cessing systems and an au-
tomated effluent treat-
ment plant, which ensures
safe and effective disposal
of biomedical waste with
world-class processing for
a broad spectrum of diag-
nostic tests. This RPL is
spread over an area of 3850
sq ft and has the capacity
to process 3000 samples in
a day. The laboratory will
cater to testing needs of
patients, doctors, diagnos-
tics centers, hospitals,
nursing homes and other

healthcare facilities in
Raipur and surrounding
areas.

The 20th RPL of
Thyrocare was inaugurat-
ed by Dr Manoj Chellani,
MBBS, DGO, Chairperson
Medical Disorders in
Pregnancy Committee
FOGSI 2022-25 and

Director of Aayush Test
Tube Baby Centre, Raipur.

Dr. Caesar Sengupta,
Vice President –
Operations, Thyrocare
Technologies Ltd., said,
“The launch of this RPL
in Raipur is yet another re-
markable achievement in
our venture to provide

global quality standards in
preventive healthcare and
diagnostic testing services
with speed and accuracy
at affordable prices with a
quick turnaround time to
laboratories and hospitals
throughout India. This
RPL is an addition to our
network of a Centralised

Processing Laboratory in
Navi Mumbai for complex
tests, three Zonal
Processing Laboratories
in Bangalore, Delhi,
Kolkata for advanced tests
and 19 RPLs across the
country for routine tests.”

Amarjeet Bhagat releases the
first look of ‘Mor Maya La Rakhe’

Raipur, Jul 01: Under the
banner of AB film, poster
of the Chhattisgarhi film
“Mor Maya La Rakhe
Rahibe” directed by actor
Bobby Khan was released
on the auspicious day of
Jagannath Rath Yatra.
The first look was released
by Culture Minister
Amatjeet Bhagat in a very
unique way through
hoarding at Jai Stambh
Chowk in the heart of the
local city! Vinod
Dhamejani present, has
written the song of the

film and threaded it in the
music, Rajesh Nayak,
Salaam Irani has shown
excellent performance in
the film, Babi Khan hero-
ine Tanushree, Pratibha
Pandey (Mumbai) Anand
Mohan, Rajesh Nayak,
Vipin in the role of the
hero. Singh, Lalit
Upadhyay, Anuradha
Dubey, Shailendra
Bhathri, Shailesh Sahu,
Shweta Sharma, the film
will be screened in the cin-
ema halls of the state on
August 12.

Interactive talks held on ‘Energy,
Climate Change and I’ at CU

Bilaspur, July 01:
Renewable Energy Club of
School of Studies
(Engineering &
Technology), Guru
GhasidasVishwavidyalaya
Bilaspur (Which includes
Department of
Mechanical Engineering,
Chemical Engineering,
Electronics &
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering and
Industrial & Production
Engineering) organized an
Interactive Talk on
‘Energy, Climate Change &
I’ on June 22. Prof. Chetan
Singh Solanki “Solar Man
of India & Solar Gandhi”
is the Chief Guest and has
visited the School of
Studies Engineering &
Technology, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya Bilaspur,
with Energy Swaraj Yatra
Bus for this workshop. He
delivered an Interactive
Talk on the above subject.

He spoke on global
warming Climate change
and reduce carbon emis-
sion, different ways to re-
duce carbon emission and
use of solar energy in
place of conventional en-
ergy resources, he dis-
cussed concept of AMG
(Avoid ,Minimize &
Generate) related to ener-

gy utilization h interact
with audience and suggest
the ways to reduce energy
demand in daily life after
the talk he demonstrated
Energy Swaraj Yatra Bus
where all the appliances
and utilities run on Solar
energy storage. Energy
Swaraj Yatra (2020-30) was
undertaken by Prof.
Chetan S. Solanki, not to
go home until 11 years and
stay in the Solar Yatra bus.
In the wake of serious and
catastrophic climate
change, this Energy
Swaraj Yatra is designed
with the purpose to create
a public movement to-
wards adoption of 100%
solar energy.

160 Student participants
from B.Tech Mechanical,
Industrial & Production
Engineering, Electronics
& Communication

Engineering, Chemical
Engineering and faculty
members were present in
the talk.

The session was hosted
by Dr. Ganesh Prasad
Shukla, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Industrial & Production
Engineering .The inaugu-
ral session stated with
welcome address of Prof.
T.V. Arjunan,Dean SoS
(E&T) GGV Bilaspur, ses-
sion ends with vote of
thanks given by Mr.
Bhushan Singh Gautam
Assistant Professor Mech.
Engg. Workshop was  co-
ordinated by the faculties
Mr. Manish Bhaskar
Assistant Professor Mech.
Engg., Mr.
C h a n d a n T a m r a k a r
Assistant Professor ECE,
and Mr. Somnath Singroul
Assistant Professor IPE.

DPS Nava Raipur celebrates
its inception ceremony

Raipur, Jul 01: After the
astounding success of DPS
Raipur, the DPSR
Management is all set to ex-
tend the benefits of quality
education to the children of
Nava Raipur. With this ob-
jective in mind, DPS Nava
Raipur came into being and
the admission is open to stu-
dents from Nursery to class
V.Mr. Raghunath
Mukherjee, Principal, DPS,
Raipurextended his good
wishes for this sparkling be-
ginning to work as a team
for the substantial benefit of
the young saplings.

The Headmistress, Ms.
Yashoda Mukherjee of
Delhi Public School Nava
Raipur, struck the gong
heralding its inception on
30th June, 2022. An offering
to God together with a
grand pooja andhawanfor a
radiant start with Pro Vice
Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia, Senior mem-

bers of the management
committee, Mr. Vijay Shah
and Mr. Pukhraj Jainat the
helm of the school res-
onatedan exuberant chord
of welcome to the new set of
parents of primary wing to
familiarize them, “as part-
ners in progress” with the
curriculum, rules and reg-
ulations of the school, fa-
cilitators, teaching
methodologies and the co-
scholastic activities. The
aim of the ceremony was
not only to create the foun-

dation for positive relation-
ships between the parents
and the school but also to
share the school’s vision
and commitment for pro-
viding quality education
as at DPSNava Raipur we
“value our values”. Pro
Vice Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia has also con-
veyed his eagerness and
trust in the effective ses-
sion that is about to begin
for the betterment of the
new learners, parents and
facilitators.

Saint-Gobain India unveil exclusive
‘MyHome Store’ in Raipur

Raipur, July 01: Saint-
Gobain is a worldwide
leader in light and sustain-
able construction focused
on its purpose “Making
the World a Better Home.”
India is home to 1.35 bn
people and with the cur-
rent urbanization level at
32%, we will need to build
hundreds and thousands
of homes in the coming
years. The pandemic has
made homes central to our
existence as we work and
learn from our homes. To
address the rapidly grow-
ing demand for the solu-
tions for homes, Saint-
Gobain has developed sev-
eral end-to-end and inno-
vative solutions - Shower
Cubicles, Windows,
Kitchen Shutters,
Wardrobe Shutters, LED
Mirrors, Glass Writing
Boards, Gyproc Ceilings,
Drywalls, Tiling &
Grouting Solutions,

Gypsum Plaster,
CertainTeed Roofing
Shingles, and Novelio Wall
Coverings amongst many
other solutions.

Mr. Hemant Khurana,
Executive Director Saint-
Gobain India Pvt Ltd, said
“I am happy to announce
the launch of the exclusive
MyHome showrooms in
Raipur today. Raipur is a
growing and promising
market, and we are look-
ing forward to providing
our solutions for this mar-
ket. The store we are inau-
gurating in Raipur cement
our commitment to this
growing market and pro-
vides a unique opportuni-
ty for homeowners to expe-
rience our solutions under
one roof. Homeowners will
be benefitting from our ca-
pabilities to provide end-
to-end customised offer-
ings. We aim to offer our
customers a Phygital

(Physical + Digital) experi-
ence through a combina-
tion of the MyHome store
and the popular MyHome
website.” Mr. Srihari K,
Business Head, Saint-
Gobain India, said “We are
delighted to reveal our ex-
clusive MyHome stores in
the city of Raipur. This in-
auguration is an impor-
tant milestone in our ex-
pansion plan for India and
the retail footprint we are
aiming for in Eastern
India.’’

Mr. Aryan Singhal and
Dagluss Devassia,
Showroom Owners said “I
am pleased and looking
forward to being a part of
MyHome as channel part-
ner for Saint-Gobain in
Raipur. MyHome store is a
remarkable opportunity
for us to reach out to a
wider audience and help
them build their dream
home.’’

Ch’garh has new NABARD Chief
Suparna Tandon, CGM

Raipur, July 01: Suparna
Tandon, Chief General
Manager has taken over as
Officer In Charge of
NABARD Chhattisgarh
Regional Office with effect
from  July 01, 2022.
Suparna Tandon has a
Gold Medal in MA
(Economics) from
Lucknow University. She
also holds a Gold Medal in
Executive MBA from
NMIMS, Mumbai, besides
a certificate on
O r g a n i s a t i o n a l
Leadership from The

Frankfurt School of
Finance and
Management.

Prior to join-
i n g
Chhattisgarh
Regional Office
of NABARD,
Mrs. Suparna
Tandon has
worked as the
M a n a g i n g
Director, NABSAMRUD-
DHI Finance Limited
(NSFL), Mumbai, a sub-
sidiary of NABARD. After
joining NABARD in 1988,

she has worked in various
Departments in Head

Office as well as
Regional Offices
of NABARD in
R a j a s t h a n ,
Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and
Chhattisgarh as
well as the
T r a i n i n g
Establishment

of NABARD, i.e., National
Bank Staff College,
Lucknow.

Her areas of specialisa-
tion include Project

Finance, Corporate
Planning, Risk
Management, as well as
Farm/ Off Farm Sector
Development initiatives.
During her tenure as MD,
NSFL, she was instrumen-
tal in shaping and expand-
ing the footprint of NAB-
SAMRUDDHI in the high-
ly competitive credit mar-
ket of India.

She also played a vital
role in formulation of var-
ious policy initiatives re-
lated to Enterprise Risk
Management in NABARD.

Govt to provide free textbooks
to the students of SAGEMS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 01: Free
textbooks will be provid-
ed by the government to
the students studying
from class I to X in
Swami Atmanand Govt
English (SAGEMS) and
Hindi Medium Schools.
These textbooks will be
made available to the
students of those
schools where CBSE
and NCERT syllabus
will be conducted.
Directorate Education
has directed all District
Education Officers to
supply CBSE and
NCERT syllabus based

textbooks in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi medi-
um schools in this re-
gard. In the letter issued
to the District
Education Officers, it
has been said that in
some districts of the
state, CBSE and NCERT
syllabus is being imple-
mented in place of CG
Board on the advice of
the Collector and
Chairman, in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi medi-
um schools.

Free textbooks of the
course prescribed by the
principal concerned

should be distributed to
the students of such
courses at the local level
by purchasing them
from the market at the
earliest.

For reimbursement of
expenditure on text-
books of students of
classes I to X, necessary
information should be
submitted in the pre-
scribed format to the
Directorate Education
for a period of three
days, so that as soon as
possible the necessary
allocation can be made
available from the free
course item by the
Directorate.

More than 1.14 crore saplings will
be planted in Ch’garh: Akbar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 01: During
the current financial year
2022-23, more than 1.14
crore saplings will be
planted in the state by the
Forest and Climate
Change Department
under various schemes.
Along with this, a target of
distribution of 1.67 crore
saplings has also been set

by the Forest Department
during the current year.
For the successful imple-
mentation of the tree plan-
tation program in the
state, at present more than
3.12 crore saplings are
available in all the 257
nurseries of the Forest
Department. The distribu-
tion of saplings will be
started in all the forest di-
visions from July 1 under
the program ‘Tunhar
Paud, Tuhar Dwar’ by the
Forest Department.

Forest and Climate
Change Minister,
Mohammad Akbar re-
viewed the tree plantation
program in detail in a vir-
tual meeting from his resi-
dence office at Shankar

Nagar. In the meeting,
Secretary Forest Ms. R.
Sangeeta, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Chief of Forest Force,
Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), P.V. Narsing
Rao, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
P.C. Pandey, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Tapesh Jha, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Ashish Bhatt and Chief
Executive Officer of
CAMPA, V.Srinivas Rao
were present. Apart from
this, all the Chief
Conservators of Forests

and Divisional Forest
Officers were also in-
volved in the virtual meet-
ing.

In the meeting, Forest
Minister Akbar took infor-
mation about the prepara-
tions for the entire forest
circle and forest division
wise plantation program
and instructed all the for-
est divisional officers to
ensure implementation of
the action plan in a time
bound manner to make it
successful. For the proper
implementation of tree
plantation work in the
state, he gave strict in-
structions to all the offi-
cers of the Forest
Department to keep regu-
lar monitoring along with
on-the-spot inspection. In
these, all the DFOs were
also directed to expedite
the digging of pits for
plantation and trans-
portation of plants to the
site as per the require-
ment. He said that for its
successful implementa-
tion, the work should be
started at the earliest to
reach the plants prepared
from nursery and fertiliz-
ers etc. at the identified
places of plantation.
During this, he also gave
necessary instructions re-
garding the measures to
protect the plants planted
by the roadside.

During the current
year

1.67 cr saplings will
be distributed by
the forest depart-
ment

Pramila accorded
farewell on retirement
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuullyy  0011::  Pramila Dewan,
serving in the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, retired today as an
Under Secretary after 31 years
of government service.
Legislative Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma honored Smt
Pramila Dewan with a shawl,
shriphal and memento on her
retirement today and her a
bright, happy and long life
besides remembering her serv-
ices in the Secretariat. Senior
officials in Assembly
Secretariat also extended
greetings to Smt Diwan and
wished her a healthy and
bright future.

‘Koo’ observes
Social Media Day
Raipur, Jul 01:
Celebrating the essence
of World Social Media
Day, Koo - one of India’s
most loved social media
apps - has launched an
exciting campaign -
#ExtraSocial – which
unleashes the yearning
and love that Indians
have for everything
‘extra’. Through a cap-
tivating video, the cam-
paign inspires people to
cherish all the ‘extras’
they enjoy in life and
get extra expressive by
Kooing real-time across
10 languages.

Dr Manoj Chellani inaugurating RPL lab.



Bilaspur, Jul 01: 

To commemorate the
visit of Lord Jagannath
to his Mausi’s home, St.
Xavier’s High School
Bharni celebrated Cart
Festival in school premis-
es. Ram Saran Yadav, the
Mayor of Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation
was the Chief Guest
whereas Prabhakar
Patnaik, C.O.O of St.

Xavier’s Chain of
Schools Bilaspur zone
was the Guest of the
honor and rendered the
rituals of Chhera-Pahra
& pahandi Vije of trini-
ty.

All the staff members
of the school as well as
206 hundred students of
the school hostel took
part in the celebration
and pulled the chariot.
Attendees sought the

blessings of the Lord
Jagannath by having the
pious Prasad prepared by
Narayan Mohanty.

The Chief Guest Ram
Saran Yadav was ex-
tremely exuberant and
advised the followers to
be compassionate and
kind. Prabhakar Patnaik
congratulated the school
staff for celebrating the
Rath Yatra in school cam-
pus. Subhash Ray was the
overall in-charge of the
event.

Mukesh Saraf CEO,
Jitinder Singh Hundal
Principal, Nancy Parekh,
Pradeep Patnaik, Dr.
Mahendra Singh, Reema
Arora, Subash Ray,
Abhilash Patnaik, MS
Patro, Rajesh Trivedi
were also present on the
occasion and took part in
the rituals.
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Manendragarh, July 01:

Revenue cases should be
resolved within stipulated
time frame: Chief Minister
Bhupesh BaghelChief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday directed the
official concerned to give
wide publicity to the tim-
ings of health camps or-
ganized under Chief
Minister’s Haat Bazar
Clinic scheme. Besides, he
asked them to ensure im-
plementation of depart-
mental schemes at ground
level stressing on the need
to need for continuous
monitoring of the same. He
was chairing a review
meeting of district level of-
ficials at Manendragarh of
Koriya district today.

Saplings of fruit-bearing
trees belonging to same
species should be planted
at same placeMr. Baghel di-
rected the officers to main-
tain a register for property
transfer and partition in
relation to revenue cases
and keep it up to date be-
sides instructing to resolve
cases of settlement error
within the stipulated time

limit. He asked the officials
to expedite the work of
upgradation of Devgudis
and prepare an action plan
regarding the same. The of-
ficials were asked to follow
the rules of 170B regarding
the partition of land.

Chief Minister Baghel
mentioned that caste cer-
tificates and forestland
rights certificates have
been made in large num-
bers in the district. He
asked the officials con-
cerned to expedite the
work of establishment of
the new district. He also di-
rected to quickly resolve
pending cases of caste and
income certificates.

Chief Minister directed
to prioritize plantation of
same species of fruit-bear-

ing trees in block and canal
side plantation work,
which will facilitate in
starting their processing
work. He asked the officials
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of landless
labor scheme to curb labor
migration in coal mining
areas.

While reviewing the
work of Gauthan, the Chief
Minister asked to set up
processing unit of forest
produce in Gauthan which
will serve as a source of ad-
ditional income besides di-
recting to give priority to
rental business in
Gauthan. He instructed the
officials concerned to keep
a check on the quality of
Vermi Compost and devel-
op Gauthan as Rural

Industrial Park. While re-
viewing the works under
MNREGA, the Chief
Minister directed to contin-
ue the works under MNRE-
GA in the areas hit by defi-
cient monsoon.

He stressed on the need
to recharge ponds for en-
suring availability of
drinking water. Chief
Minister Baghel empha-
sized on maintaining the
quality of education in all
government school ensur-
ing the presence of teach-
ers and timely completion
of syllabus.

He asked to provide good
spoken English course to
the children of Atmanand
School besides directing to
create an English speaking
environment in the school.

While reviewing status of
Chief Minister’s Nutrition
Campaign, the he directed
to ensure distribution of
hot meals to the beneficiar-
ies in Anganwadis. He also
directed the officers of the
Tribal Development
Department to give admis-
sion to the needy children
on the vacant seats of the
ashram hostels.

The Chief Minister said
that to prevent human-ele-
phant conflict, ponds
should be constructed in
the affected areas and plan-
tation of fruit-bearing
trees like Banyan, Peepal,
Jackfruit, and Banana
should be done in the
forests. Home Minister and
District In-charge Minister
Mr. Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mrs. Ambika Singh Deo,
MLAs Dr. Vinay Jaiswal
and Mr. Gulab Kamro,
Chief Minister’s
Additional Chief Secretary
Mr. Subrat Sahoo along
with Divisional
Commissioner, IG and dis-
trict level officers were
present in the review meet-
ing.

Promote the timing of the
health camps organized: CM

Under Chief Minister’s Haat Bazar Clinic Scheme

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  0011::  

The old tradition of shep-
herds will be revived once
again in Bastar. Financial
assistance will also be given by
the district administration to
keep the shepherds in the vil-
lages. 

This decision was taken in
the review meeting of Narva
Garua, Ghurva, Bari and
Godhan Nyay Yojana held
under the chairmanship of
Collector Rajat Bansal in a
meeting held in the Prerna
Room of the district office
today. District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Rohit Vyas
was also present in the meet-
ing.

Describing Narva, Garua,
Ghurwa Bari and Godhan Nyay
Yojana as important schemes
of the government in the meet-
ing, it was said that all the con-
cerned departments need to

work with utmost seriousness
in the implementation of this
scheme and no negligence will
be tolerated in this. Emphasis
was laid on buying cow dung in
100 percent from Gothans
under this scheme started by
the government to increase
the income of the villagers.
Describing cow dung manure
as an important option in over-
coming the chemical fertilizer
crisis in the whole world, its
importance was laid in view of
the scheme of procurement of
cow dung started by other
states in line with that of
Chhattisgarh. 

During this, instructions
were given to ensure neces-
sary action for the speedy con-
struction of these units, while
giving information about the
construction of paint from cow
dung in Manganar and estab-
lishment of electricity genera-
tion unit from cow dung in

Jagdalpur.
In view of the importance of

agriculture in the rural econo-
my, discussions were held
about the tradition of ‘Roka
Cheka’ and it was instructed to
motivate all the villagers not
to leave their cattle out in the
open for safety of agriculture. 

For this it was instructed to
make declaration in this regard
in all the villages. In Bastar, it
was said to revive the old tra-

dition of keeping shepherds to
look after the animals. For this
the district administration
would provide financial assis-
tance so that the cattle could
be looked after by the shep-
herds throughout the year.
Instructions were given to
ensure speedy process of fod-
der for pasture development
and to motivate the farmers to
donate paddy husks. While
reviewing about donation of
paddy husks the farmers were
asked to be motivated for it.

Chief executive officers of
Janpad Panchayat were direct-
ed to make available all neces-
sary resources in Gauthans. In
addition to compulsorily pur-
chasing cow dung in Gauthans,
instructions were also given to
organize veterinary camps.
Instructions have been given
to install ‘Travis’ in all
Gauthans within a month so
that vaccination of animals,

artificial insemination etc. can
be done easily. Explanation
was also sought from the vet-
erinary doctors of Darbha and
Lohandiguda for not providing
the correct information about
the treatment of animals.

The economic activities
conducted in Gauthans were
reviewed and instructions
were given to complete the
construction of sheds
approved for goats, chickens
at the earliest. Explanation
was sought on the delay in
goat distribution in Bakavand
and Tokapal.

Under Godhan Nyay Yojna,
cow dung procurement,
manure manufacture and pay-
ment were reviewed and
instructions were given to do
all the action through online
medium. Instructions were
also given to train the employ-
ees to solve technical prob-
lems.

‘Old tradition of shepherds to be revived in Bastar’
Collector Bansal reviewes ‘Narva Garua, Ghurva Bari’ and ‘Godhan Nyay Scheme’

Manendragarh, July 01:

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid foundation
of 25 development works
worth Rs 80 crore 19 lakh
for Bharatpur-Sonhat as-
sembly constituency, at the
programme held at
Baikunthpur circuit
house today. These include
inauguration of 17 works
worth Rs 66 crore 62 lakh
and Bhoomipujan of 08
works worth Rs. 56 lakh
crore was done.
Construction work worth
Rs.23 crore 33 lakh Pondih
to Jaraundha (32.85 kms),
10.30 km long road from
Pondi to Mugum (District
Korba border) worth Rs
7.55 crore, high-level
bridge and approach road

on Hasdeo river en route
new Ledri-Paradol road
worth Rs 6.76 crore, high-
level bridge and approach
road on Anjan Nala on
Ratanpur to Chopan via

Koteya road built at a cost
of Rs 5.10 crore, and the
road construction work
from Udhnapur to Painari,
(07 km) worth Rs 5.24
crore.

The 6.70 km-long main
road from Pendri Atal
Chowk to Matookpur built
at a cost of Rs 8.09 crore,
installation of of 50 solar
high mast for lighting sys-
tem in Manendragarh
through CREDA which
will cost Rs.2.02 crore, in-
stallation work of street
lights in various places
under Manendragarh
Municipality area at the
cost of Rs 1.20 crore, con-
struction of 500 m-long ap-
proach road from Tiraha
Chowk to NH-43 in
Manendragarh at the cost
of Rs.49.34 lakh and con-
struction work of 810 m
long approach road from
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
Koriya to Agriyapara
Lalpur at the cost of Rs
49.77 lakh.

CM inaugurates-laid stone for total 25 devp works 
Worth Rs 80.19 cr in Manendragarh assembly constituency

SXHS Bharni celebrates
Cart Festival

Jagdalpur, July 01:

State’s Excise and
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma while in-
teracting with the media
at Jagdalpur Circuit
House on his return from
Indonesia tour to promote

industries said that they
held talks with representa-
tives from entire country
about prospects in
Chhattisgarh.

At the same time the
representatives from from
America and other coun-
tries have given their con-
sent to come to
Chhattisgarh soon.

He said that in view of
the immense potential for
the industries in
Chhattisgarh, a team of
executives from compa-
nies in America and
Indonesia would soon visit
the capital Raipur to meet
the Chief Minister for in-
vestment opportunities in
Chhattisgarh.

Foreign companies will meet CM
for investment in Ch’garh: Lakhma

Mahasamund, July 01:
On completion of superan-
nuation of Upper Collector
OP Kosaria on June 30, he
was bid touching farewell
by the officers and employ-
ees of the District
Collector’s office and by the
RIs and other employees
here on Thursday. OP
Kosaria was first appointed
in government service as
Nayab Tehsildar on 19 Dec
1988 and got posted in
Chatarpur of MP. During
his long 34 years of govern-
ment service, Kosaria
worked with dedication,
commitment and honesty
and fulfilled his responsibil-
ity as the government ser-
vant. It is notable here that
Kosaria served as Nayab
Tehsildar from 1 Sept 1998

to 6 Oct 1998 in
Mahasamund district and
thereafter he worked in dif-
ferent capacities in other
district and the worked as
Upper Collector
Mahasamund form 13 Nov
2021 to 30 Jun 2022. At this
farewell function, Collector
Nileshkumar Kshirsagar,
SP Vivek Shukla, District
Panchayat CEO S Alok,
Upper Collector Dr Neha
Kapoor, SDM Namrata
Jain, Rakesh Golcha,
Bhagwat Jaiswal and other
district-level officers and
employees were present.
On this occasion he was
presented with shawl, srifal
and a memento and wished
him happy retirement life
and bid touching farewell
by one & all present.

Upper Collector Kosaria
bid touching farewell

RANA COUPLE MEETS FADNAVIS

Independent MLA Ravi Rana and his wife MP Navneet Rana greet Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis on
the formation of the new government in Maharashtra state, in Mumbai, Friday, July 1.

AMIT SHAH IN AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit Shah performs the ‘Mangla Aarti’ for the annual Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra or chariot
procession, in Ahmedabad, Friday, July 1.
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Mild tremors
Mangaluru:Mild
tremors were felt for
the third day in a week
at a few places in Sullia
taluk of Dakshina
Kannada district in the
small hours of Friday,
official sources said.
Locals said they were
woken up from their
sleep at around 1.15 am
by a loud noise accom-
panied by the earth-
quake. The tremors
were felt in Sampaje,
Guttigaru, Ubaradka,
Goonaka, Elimale,
Sullia town and sur-
rounding areas.

Fake cops
Gurugram: Two peo-
ple posing as police-
men robbed an Iraqi
national of over Rs 18
lakh cash and gold
jewellery here on
Thursday, officials
said. Ahmed
Abdulateef
Mohammed was re-
turning from a mall to
his guest house when
the incident took
place near Artemis
Hospital, they said.
Two people in police
uniforms approached
me and asked me for
my passport and said
that they wanted to
search my luggage,
Mohammed said in
his complaint.

Monsoon 
arrives in Raj

Jaipur: Monsoon ar-
rived in Rajasthan on
Thursday, eight days
after the normal onset
date. During the last
24 hours, heavy rain
was recorded at isolat-
ed places in
Bhatarpur, Dausa,
Alwar, Baran and
Jaipur districts of
east Rajasthan. The
highest rainfall was
recorded in Lawan of
Dausa at 100 mm.
Director of Jaipur
Meteorological
Centre, Radheshyam
Sharma said usually
monsoon enters
Rajasthan from Kota
and Udaipur divi-
sions of south eastern
parts, but this time it
has entered from
Alwar, Kota and
Bharatpur in eastern
Rajasthan and not
from south Rajasthan.

Woman's body
found

Gurugram: The body
of a woman was found
hanging from the ceil-
ing fan in her room at
South City-2 area here
on Thursday, police
said. The victim has
been identified as 27-
year-old Varsha Yadav,
who worked as senior
HR manager of an on-
line food supply chain.
The police was in-
formed about the inci-
dent by the victim's
friend Padmesh
Diwedi. He claimed
that Varsha 
was not responding 
to his calls.

Toddler mauled
to death 

Bhadohi: A one and
half-year-old boy was
mauled to death by a
fox here, police said
on Friday. On
Thursday night
Shankar Vanvasi, his
wife Sheela and their
son Deva were sleep-
ing when a fox entered
their hut in Tulapur
area and took Deva,
Station House Officer
(Aurai) Ajay Kumar
Seth said. On finding
that her son is miss-
ing, the couple alerted
their neighbours and
they saw the boy was
attacked by the fox.
The locals somehow
managed to take the
child away from the
fox, however, by then
the fox had eaten his
limbs, the SHO said.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI):

Coming down heavily
on suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma for her
"disturbing" remark
against Prophet
Mohammad, the Supreme
Court on Friday said it led
to unfortunate incidents
and ignited emotions
across the country.

The court held the re-
mark was made either for
cheap publicity, political
agenda or some nefarious
activities, and said she
should have apologised to
the whole country.

Sharma's remark
against the Prophet, made
during the course of a TV
debate, triggered protests
across the country and in-
vited sharp reactions from
many Gulf countries. The
BJP had subsequently sus-
pended her from the party.

While refusing to enter-
tain Sharma's plea for

clubbing of FIRs lodged
against her in various
states for the controversial
remark, a vacation bench
of Justices Surya Kant
and JB Pardiwala allowed
her to withdraw the plea.

These remarks are very
disturbing and smack of
arrogance. What is her
business to make such re-
marks? These remarks
have led to unfortunate in-
cidents in the
country...These people are
not religious. They do not
have respect for other reli-
gions. These remarks were
made for cheap publicity
or for political agenda or
some other nefarious ac-
tivities , the bench said.

The bench said, The way
she ignited emotions
across the country has led
to unfortunate incidents.
This lady is single-handed-
ly responsible for what is
happening in the country.
We saw the debate .

The court's observations
against the suspended BJP
leader come in the back-
drop of the brutal murder
of a tailor in Udaipur by
two men, who had posted
videos online that said
they were avenging an in-
sult to Islam.

The top court said she
has a loose tongue" and
has made all kinds of "ir-
responsible statements
and claims to be a lawyer
of 10 years standing. She
should have apologised for
her comments to the
whole country. Senior ad-
vocate Maninder Singh,
appearing for Sharma,
said she had apologised for
her remarks.

The bench said, Her
apology came too late and
that too conditionally say-
ing if religious sentiments
are hurt and so on. She
should have been on TV
immediately and apolo-
gised to the nation.

SC slams Nupur Sharma
for Prophet remark

Imphal, Jul 01 (PTI):

The toll due to a massive
landslide at a railway con-
struction site in Manipur's
Noney district rose to 10
on Friday as two more
bodies were recovered
from the debris, officials
said. The incident took
place at Tupul yard rail-
way construction camp on
Wednesday night. Search
operations by the Indian
Army, Assam Rifles,
Territorial Army, National

Disaster Response Force
and SDRF are underway
as around 55 people are
still missing, they said.

Eight bodies were re-
trieved till Thursday, in-
cluding those of seven
Territorial Army person-
nel from the incident site.

Two more bodies of
Territorial Army person-
nel were recovered during
the early morning search.
Rescue operations contin-
ue, amid poor weather
conditions with the addi-

tional support of NRDF,
Assam Rifles, district po-
lice, Indian Red Cross
Society, local volunteers
and others, an official said.

Thirteen Territorial
Army personnel and five
civilians have been res-
cued so far, he said.

Eastern Command
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Lt
Gen RP Kalita met the in-
jured Territorial Army
personnel who were ini-
tially admitted to
Liemakong Military
Hospital on Thursday.

They are now being pro-
vided medical aid at the
Assam Rifles Hospital at
Mantripukhri, another of-
ficial said.

Chief Minister N Biren
Singh had announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh each
for the next of kin of the
deceased and Rs 50,000
each for those injured.

Manipur landslide: Toll rises to 10

Kolkata, Jul 01 (PTI):
West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar has
triggered yet another
storm by naming the next
vice-chancellor of
Rabindra Bharati
University (RBU), even as a
bill nominating Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, with whose gov-
ernment he shares an acri-
monious relation, as the
chancellor of the state-run
varsities awaits his manda-
tory nod.

The governor is the cur-
rent chancellor of the
state-run universities by

dint of his office and the
term of the current RBU
vice-chancellor Sabyasachi
Basu Roy Choudhury is set
to be over soon. Dhankhar
has appointed Mahua
Mukherjee, professor in
the department of dance of
RBU as its next vice-chan-
cellor. He tweeted on
Thursday that he has ap-
pointed Mukherjee as the
next VC in terms of section
9(1)(b) of the Rabindra
Bharati Act, 1981.

The governor also at-
tached a recommendation
of the government search
committee for the post and
said that he was choosing
Mukherjee, whose name
topped the list. Reacting
strongly, TMC state
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said, "The governor has
once again proved he does
not believe in democratic
principles and federalism."

Dhankhar triggers storm, 
appoints Rabindra Bharati Univ VC

Chandigarh, Jul 01 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said his
government is fulfilling a
guarantee made to people
of the state as from Friday
each household will be get-
ting 300 units of free elec-
tricity every month.

The AAP government
had earlier announced giv-
ing 300 units of free power
to every household from
July 1. Previous govern-
ments used to make prom-
ises during elections five
years would pass by the
time promises were ful-
filled but our government
has set a new example in
Punjab's history.

Today we are going to
fulfill another guarantee
given to Punjabis. From
today, each family in
Punjab will get 300 units of
free electricity per month,

Mann said in a tweet.
Giving 300 units of free
electricity to each house-
hold every month was one
of the key promises made
by the Aam Aadmi Party
during the 2022 Punjab as-
sembly polls.

AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Raghav Chadha
said Punjab has become
the second state after
Delhi to provide free elec-
tricity to people.

Today is a historic day
as Punjab becomes the sec-
ond state after Delhi to get

lifeline electricity free of
cost. 'Kejriwal di pehli
(first) guarantee' to
Punjabis becomes a reali-
ty, Chadha tweeted.

Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema,
while presenting the AAP-
government's maiden
budget on June 27 had said
providing 300 units of free
power would put an addi-
tional burden of Rs 1,800
crore on the state excheq-
uer.

The AAP government is
fulfilling its first guaran-
tee made to the people of
Punjab by providing 300
units of domestic power
supply per month free to
all citizens of Punjab with
effect from July 1. This
will bring big relief to
Punjabis, who are reeling
under exorbitant power
bills, Cheema had said.

He also said the state

Punjab households to get 300 units
of free electricity: Bhagwant Mann

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,  JJuull  0011  ((PPTTII))::
The Congress' Kerala unit on
Friday categorically rejected
the ruling CPI(M)'s allegation
that the former was behind the
attack on its headquarters
here, saying it was not its poli-
cy to target its political oppo-
nent's office. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan strongly con-
demned the incident and
directed the police to bring the
culprits before law. Vijayan vis-
ited the AKG Centre, located in
the heart of the city, this morn-
ing and appealed to his party
cadres not to get provoked
over the incident and show
maximum restraint. "The most
significant office of the largest
political movement in the state
has been attacked. It is a delib-
erate attempt to create provo-
cation and upset the peaceful
atmosphere in the state. The
culprits and those behind them
will be found for sure," he said

in a statement later. Strict
directions have been given to
police to nab the guilty and
bring them to book, the CM
added. Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly, V D Satheesan said
the party leadership had no
knowledge of the midnight
incident and would let the
police investigate and ascer-
tain the truth. Noting that the
people of the state clearly
know that the Congress party
and its workers were not the
ones who plan and execute
such attacks, he asked the rul-
ing party to explain on what
grounds they were levelling
charges against them.

"The CCTV visuals were not
clear... Let the police probe and
find out the real culprits.. The
Left government is facing a
series of allegations and they
are on the defense due to our
ongoing protests.

AKG Centre attack: 
Cong rejects CPI (M) charges,

CM condemns

Bengaluru, Jul 01 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday said he
has resolved to develop
Bengaluru into a city with
amenities of international
standards. He was speak-
ing at a programme to cel-
ebrate the 513th birth an-
niversary of Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda, the founder
of Bengaluru, and distrib-
ute scholarships for school
children jointly organised
by PSR Builders,
Grassroot and ABSS.

"We have resolved to de-
velop Bengaluru into a
city with amenities of in-
ternational standards and
we are committed to make
it a reality," Bommai said.

"Our government is
committed for the compre-
hensive development of
Bengaluru. Works on Rs

6,000 crore Nagarothana
projects have started.
About Rs 1,600 crore has
been provided for develop-
ment of stormwater
drains," Bommai said.

He pointed out that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently laid the
foundation stone for the
Bengaluru Suburban Rail
project. Tenders have been
invited for the Peripheral
Ring Road, for which the

work will start this year it-
self, the Chief Minister
said. He also told the gath-
ering that the Metro serv-
ices are being extended,
many beautification
works have been taken up
in the city and greater em-
phasis is being given for
improving the infrastruc-
ture of the city. Bommai
attributed the present
civic woes of the city to
failure of the previous
governments to take up
underground drain works,
development of roads and
Cauvery water supply
works in many parts of
the city.

Referring to traffic con-
gestion, the Chief
Minister said measures
are being taken to ease the
vehicular traffic flow and
satellite towns would be
developed to decongest
Bengaluru.

Bengaluru to be developed with
world-class amenities: Karnataka CM

Kolkata, Jul 01 (PTI):

Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen has ex-
pressed concern over the
current state of affairs in
India and said people
should work towards
maintaining unity. He
also said that divisions
should not be made on re-
ligious lines.

"I think if someone
asks me if I'm scared of
something, I would say
yes'. There is a reason to
be afraid now. The cur-
rent situation in the coun-
try has become a cause for
fear," the celebrated econ-
omist said on Thursday at
the inauguration of
Amartya Research Centre
in Salt Lake area.

"I want the country to
be united. I don't want di-
vision in a country that
was historically liberal.

We have to work together,"
he said.

Asserting that India
cannot belong only to the
Hindus or to the Muslims,
the octogenarian stressed
on the need to stay united
in line with the country's
traditions.

"India cannot be (a
country) of Hindus only.
Again, Muslims alone
cannot make India.
Everyone has to work to-
gether," Sen added.

People should work together to
maintain unity: Amartya Sen

Jaipur, Jul 01 (PTI):

In a major reshuffle in
Rajasthan, 32 IPS officers
including Inspector
General (IG) and
Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Udaipur, where a
tailor was brutally killed,
have been transferred, ac-
cording to the state depart-
ment of personnel.

Kanhaiya Lal was killed
Tuesday afternoon by two
cleaver-wielding men, Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad, who posted a
grisly video of the crime
online claiming responsi-
bility for the beheading.

SPs of 10 districts in-
cluding Udaipur have been
transferred in the list is-
sued by the department
late on Thursday night.

Udaipur IG Hinglaj Dan
was removed and posted
as IG civil rights. Praful

Kumar, IG ATS was made
the new IG of Udaipur.

At the same time, SP
Udaipur Manoj Kumar
was transferred to second
battalion of Rajasthan
Armed Constabulary
(RAC) in Kota.

Vikas Kumar, who was
Ajmer SP, will now take
charge of the new SP in
Udaipur. Jodhpur Police
Commissioner Navjyoti
Gogoi was transferred to
Rajasthan Police Academy
(RPA) as IG.

Ravidutt Gaur, IG Kota,
has been made the new
Police Commissioner of
Jodhpur. DCP Jodhpur
East Bhuvan Bhushan
Yadav was shifted to 9th
Battalion of RAC in Tonk.

It may be noted that
communal tension erupt-
ed in Jodhpur, hometown
of Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot in May.

32 IPS officers including
Udaipur IG & SP transferred
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PHOTO SHOOT

Actor John Stamos clowns around with Donald Duck during a photo shoot with his 5-year-old son Billy and wife
Caitlin in Castaway Cay, The Bahamas.

London, Jul 01 (AP):

Britain’s government is
dealing with another
boozy scandal after the
deputy chief whip re-
signed from his post fol-
lowing a drunken incident
and Prime Minister Boris
Johnson faced calls on
Friday to expel the law-
maker from the
Conservative Party.

Chris Pincher, whose
role was to maintain disci-
pline among Tory mem-
bers of Parliament, sub-
mitted a letter of resigna-
tion to Johnson on
Thursday.

I drank far too much” on
Wednesday night, Pincher
said in the letter. I’ve em-
barrassed myself and
other people, which is the
last thing I want to do, and
for that I apologise to you
and to those concerned.

But he said he would re-
main as a Conservative

lawmaker and continue to
support Johnson from the
back benches of
Parliament.

Johnson didn’t answer
when journalists shouted
questions to him outside
his 10 Downing St. resi-
dence about whether he
would suspend Pincher
from the party.

Pincher’s resignation as
deputy chief whip added
to the prime minister’s
troubles.

Johnson last month sur-
vived a no-confidence vote
triggered by investigations
into parties held in gov-
ernment buildings when
coronavirus lockdowns
prohibited group gather-
ings. A Conservative law-
maker also resigned for
watching pornography on
his phone in the House of
Commons.

After returning from
this week’s Group of
Seven and NATO sum-

mits, Johnson was looking
to put those embarrass-
ments — and his party’s
defeat in two special par-
liamentary elections — be-
hind him.

Conservative Party
chairman Oliver Dowden
quit last week when the
Tories lost two seats in by-
elections, saying the party
cannot carry on with busi-
ness as usual .

But Johnson has re-
mained defiant amid ap-
peals for his own resigna-
tion and said he wouldn’t
call an early election. The
next general election must
be called by 2024.

British tabloid The Sun
reported that Pincher
groped two men on
Wednesday night at a pri-
vate members club in
London for the
Conservative Party.
London’s Metropolitan
Police force said it hadn’t
yet received any reports of

assault at the event.
It was the second time

that Pincher, 52, quit a gov-
ernment whip job. In
November 2017, he re-
signed as a junior whip
after a complaint that he
made an unwanted pass
at former Olympic rower
and Conservative candi-
date Alex Story.

But Prime Minister
Theresa May brought him
back into a government
position in 2018 by mak-
ing him deputy chief
whip.

When Johnson took
over in July 2019, Pincher
was moved to the Foreign
Office as a junior minister
before returning to the
whips’ office again.

Britain’s opposition
Labour Party said that
Johnson’s government
had questions to answer
about why Pincher was
put into the position in
the first place.

UK government faces new boozy
scandal as deputy whip quits

Paris, Jul 01 (AP):

A European military
task force that helped
Mali’s government fight
Islamic extremists has
formally withdrawn from
the West African country
amid tensions with its
ruling military junta.

The French military,
which spearheaded the
Takuba task force, an-
nounced on Friday that it
officially ended its work
on Thursday.

The move was tied to
France’s decision earlier
this year to withdraw
troops from Mali after
nine years helping
Malian forces fight vio-
lent extremists who had

threatened to seize power.
The Takuba force was

composed of several hun-
dred special forces troops
from 10 countries:
Belgium, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia,
France, Hungary, Italy,
Netherlands, Portugal,
and Sweden. It aimed at
training and protecting
Malian combat forces.

Despite the withdrawal,
the French military called
the force a strategic and
tactical success and an ex-
ample of what Europeans
are able to achieve togeth-
er in complex security en-
vironments”, saying that
lessons learned from
Takuba could be used in
future joint operations.

In announcing its pull-
out, France accused
Mali’s authorities of ne-
glecting the fight against
Islamic extremists.
France is maintaining a
military presence in
neighbouring West
African nations facing
threats from extremist vi-
olence. The departure of
the European force comes
after the UN Security
Council voted on
Wednesday to maintain
the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion in Mali, while con-
demning its military
rulers for using merce-
naries who are accused of
committing human rights
and humanitarian viola-
tions.

European force battling extremists
withdraws from Mali

Kyiv, Jul 1 (AP):

Russian missile attacks
on residential buildings
in the Ukrainian port city
of Odesa early Friday
killed at least 18 people,
including two children,
authorities reported, a
day after Russian forces
withdrew from a strategic
Black Sea island.

Video of the pre-dawn
attack showed the charred
remains of buildings in
Odesa.

The deputy head of the
Ukrainian presidential of-

fice, Kirill Tymoshenko,
said 18 people died, in-
cluding two children. A
spokesman for the Odesa
regional government,
Serhiy Bratchuk, said
on the Telegram mes-
saging app that another
30 had been injured.

Ukrainian news re-
ports said the target of
the missile attack was a
multi-story apartment
building and a recre-
ational area.

The assault comes
after Russian forces
pulled out from Snake

Island on Thursday, poten-
tially easing the threat to
Odesa. But they kept up
their push to encircle the
last stronghold of resist-

ance in the eastern
province of Luhansk.

The Kremlin por-
trayed the pullout from
Snake Island as a good-
will gesture. But
Ukraine’s military
claimed it forced the
Russians to flee in two
small speedboats follow-
ing a barrage of
Ukrainian artillery and
missile strikes. The
exact number of troops
was not disclosed.

Snake Island sits along
a busy shipping lane.
Russia took control of it
in the opening days of
the war in the apparent
hope of using it as a stag-
ing ground for an assault
on Odesa.

At least 18 dead in Russian missile attack on Odesa

Pakistan steeply hikes petroleum
prices under deal with IMF 

Islamabad, Jul 01 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has steeply hiked pe-
troleum prices to imple-
ment the tough precondi-
tions set by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to revive the
stalled USD 6 billion bailout
package for the cash-
strapped country.

Prices of all petroleum
products went up by about
Rs14-19 per litre after the de-
cision came into effect from
midnight on Thursday.
According to a notification
issued by the finance min-
istry, the government im-
posed a Rs 10 per litre petro-
leum levy on petrol and Rs 5
each on high-speed diesel

(HSD), kerosene and light
diesel oil (LDO).

As a result, the per-litre
price of petrol has been in-
creased by Rs 14.85, HSD by
Rs 13.23, kerosene by Rs
18.83 and LDO by Rs 18.68.

The ex-depot price of
petrol now stands at Rs
248.74 per litre, HSD at Rs
276.54, kerosene at Rs 230.26,
and LDO at Rs 226.15.
Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail told the media that
the petroleum levy was im-
posed to revive the IMF pro-
gramme suspended four
months ago after the previ-
ous government led by
Imran Khan reneged from
signed agreements. This is
the fourth hike in petrole-
um under the incumbent

government which took
power in April. The IMF
has set tough preconditions
like hiking electricity tar-
iffs and imposing a levy on
petroleum products to re-
vive the stalled bailout pro-
gramme.

The IMF Fund also asked
Pakistan to set up an anti-
corruption task force to re-
view all the existing laws
that were aimed at curbing
graft in the government de-
partments.

After implementing the
conditions, the IMF would
present Pakistan’s request
for the approval of the loan
tranche and revival of the
programme to its executive
board a process that may
consume another month.

After two pandemic years, a summer
travel bounce and chaos

Jerusalem, Jul 01 (AP):

At a tourism confer-
ence in Phuket last
month, Thailand’s prime
minister looked out at at-
tendees and posed a ques-
tion with a predictable
answer.

Are you ready?
Prayuth Chan-ocha
asked, dramatically re-
moving his mask and
launching what’s hoped
to be the country’s eco-
nomic reset after more
than two years of coron-
avirus-driven restric-
tions. When the crowd
yelled its answer yes, ac-
cording to local media it
might have been speak-
ing for the entire pan-
demic-battered world.

But a full recovery
could take as long as the
catastrophe itself, ac-
cording to projections
and interviews by The
Associated Press in 11
countries in June. They
suggest that the hoped-
for rebound is less like a
definitive bounce and
more like a bumpy path
out of a deep and dark
cave.

Some locales, such as
the French Riviera and
the American Midwest,
are contributing to the
climb more than others
like shuttered, zero-
COVID China, which be-
fore the pandemic was
the world’s leading
source of tourists and
their spending.

P etrol refers to the petro-
leum product manufac-

tured from crude oil mainly
through fractional distilla-
tion. The basic chemical for-
mula for petrol is CnH2n+2.
Since the past 50 years, petrol
has been the main source for
transportation. The manu-
facturing of petrol involves

several complex processes
which increases the cost of
production and this leads to
higher prices of petrol in the
market. The limited quantity
of raw materials and the
long duration which is re-
quired for the development
of crude oil is another con-
tributing factor for higher
price of Petrol. The main
concern pertaining is that,
even after paying higher
prices, the consumers often
receive low quality petrol
due to adulteration.

Adulteration of petrol im-
plies to the addition of low-
quality materials to pure
petrol in order to minimize
the cost of production, to
maximize profit and to lower
the quality of petrol. The
most common adulterants in
petrol are PDS kerosene and
diesel. Other liquids such as
Hexane, Naphtha and SBP,
having similar properties
such as density and boiling
point with that of petrol are
also used as adulterants.

The dealers add adulter-
ants to petrol without con-
sidering the damage it could
cause to the vehicles.
Continuous use of adulterat-
ed petrol cause damage to
the engine tailpipe and other
components of vehicle,
which means direct compro-

mise with safety of the con-
sumer.

Several dealers could be
seen selling petrol without
permission. In such cases the
possibility of adulteration is
maximum. Petrol adulter-
ation hits both the vehicle
and the environment. Petrol
adulteration increases the
emission of total hydrocar-
bons, carbon monoxide, ni-
trogen oxides and thus adds
to air  pollution. Increase in
the content of carbon
monoxide could lead to dras-
tic health effects in humans.

Hundreds of petrol adul-
teration cases are being reg-
istered daily all across the
country. In Hyderabad, a case
of auto drivers mixing
kerosene with petrol has
been reported on 25 Jan 2021.

With the rise in petrol
prices, there is a trend of
using adulterated fuel by the
auto drivers who are mixing
kerosene in petrol and diesel.
It is leading to a severe effect
on the environment and is ul-
timately contributing to glob-
al warming. The drivers who
run vehicles on contract are
using adulterated fuel as
they are not concerned about
the vehicle engines getting
damaged.

According to a survey done
by the Indian government in
2019, Maharashtra has
recorded highest number of
petrol adulteration near
about 604 cases, followed by
Uttar Pradesh with 566 cases.
Adulteration of petrol is an
illegal and punishable act.
Any person involved in such
unlawful act can be punished
under Essential
Commodities Act or under
Section 420 IPC and also
under Petroleum Act 1934.

All the Indian Forensic
Science Laboratories are au-

thorized by the government
to examine the adulteration
in petrol under Schedule 3
Clause 8(5) of Essential
Commodities Act 1955.

We would like to provide a
quick tip for the consumers:

Filter paper test can be
used for the screening of
adulteration in petrol. It is a
basic test which can be easily
performed by a consumer.

• Take a filter paper/gener-
al use paper

• Place 2-3 drops of petrol
on top of the paper.

• If the petrol is pure, it will
evaporate without leav-
ing any stain or a patch.

• Adulterated petrol will
leave behind a stain or a
patch on the paper used.

A consumer should be
aware of what he/she is pur-
chasing. One must prefer to
purchase petrol from govern-
ment licensed petrol pumps
rather than local shops. “The
awareness about adulter-
ation of petrol will help to re-
duce the cases of quality
compromise of petrol for
consumers.’’

About the authors: Mr.
Rahul Das is an Assistant
Professor, working at
Department of Forensic
Science, Vivekananda Global
University, Jaipur,
Rajasthan, India. He can be
reached at
dasrahulfs@gmail.com

Ms. Mrinaal Vidani is cur-
rently pursuing her BSc
(Honours) in Forensic
Science from Department of
Forensic Science,
Vivekananda Global
University, Jaipur,
Rajasthan. She can be
reached at 

mokshavidani95356@gmail.com.
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Sign of matured democracy
Eknath Shinde as 

CM of Maharashtra 
Eknath Shinde will be

CM of Maharashtra which
shows that there is matured
democracy in our country
and this message will go
outside the country in a
very positive and construc-
tive way. Leader of a region-
al party had been given the
chance to lead the govern-
ment and this message will
go in a very positive way in
Bihar also where the re-
gional party's leader is CM
of state whereas that party
is having less number in as-
sembly.In maharastra elec-
tions were contested jointly
by BJP and Shiv Sena but
after the elections for the
post of CM Shiv Sena
aligned with other parties
which was against the pop-
ular will of the voters and
was against the democratic
set up of the country. When
the political activities start-
ed in the state every one
was targeting BJP that op-
eration Lotus is going on in
Maharashtra but by mak-
ing Eknath Shinde as CM
the party had proved that
party is not after power.The
step of the party should be
appreciated which will
strengthen the democracy
and a positive message will
go within the country as
well as outside the coun-
try.and it is lesson for those
parties who violate the sen-
timents of a common voter.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Udaipur killing
Religious problems be-

tween Hindus and Muslims
are now at its peak. The
killing of a tailor in
Udaipur in broad daylight
is a red flag for the govern-
ment. It should not focus on
religious aspects now, but
should rather work towards
making the country safe
and united. Government of-
ficials should also think be-
fore they make any state-
ments as their words can
provoke people and threat-
en communal harmony and
integrity of the country.

Vanshika Bhasin,
via mail

GST on labelled food
The levying of GST on

various pre-packed and la-
belled food items is unfair.
The common man is al-
ready burdened with infla-
tion, expensive fuel, gas
cylinder prices, FASTag ex-
penses, etc. The savings
schemes in banks are also
not attractive due to the low
interest rates. The only way
out is to stop consuming
these items, which is not
feasible. The government
should also stop unneces-
sary expenditure, like full-
page advertisement in
newspapers, constructing
memorials and statues. The
taxpayers’ money should be
properly utilised for the
welfare of citizens.
Vikramjit Singh, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

W e talk of and are really confronted with the problem of how
more and more jobs could be created for the unemployed

persons and if we look at the global phenomenon and trend of how
tourism related potential of every hue is harnessed , we as a fast de-
veloping economy have to explore and even commercially exploit
each and every aspect of tourism which if seen in the context of the
global perspective , we in Jammu and Kashmir , particularly in Jammu
division, are still in our infancy in opening up of our vast potential of
tourism as we have lot to showcase , much to develop and still newer
avenues of increasing the tourist footfall found out. Agreed, the
process needs heavy investments as also professional indulgence but
both can be achieved should there be an innovative and enthusiastic
mindset and a strong administrative will. How much tourism can be
instrumental in economic growth and opening up of employment op-
portunities can be gauged by the latest relevant figures as 1 in 4 of all
new jobs across the world comes from tourism sector. Travel and
tourism contributes 10.5 percent of global GDP and nearly 11 percent
of all jobs. India, though with promising projections of tourism’s con-
tribution to annual GDP by 2028 to be around 10.35 percent means
finding out newer avenues , developing hidden potential to full capac-
ity and making tourism in India not confined to conventional sight-
seeing , mountaineering and religious tourism and adventurous
tourism alone but showcasing and sharing side by side , our rich cul-
ture , cuisine, traditions, music , art and the like on a wider canvas. In
this connection, concept of setting up of ”wayside facilities and
amenities” at best selected locations along Highways and particularly
roads manned by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) is going to be
translated into a reality which will add one more feather in the cap of
making our tourism viable and paying dividends in many ways.
Creating direct and indirect employment through setting up of what
is called ”BRO cafes” and providing wayside amenities to travellers,
tourists and personnel engaged in different activities is another
grand step not only to promote tourism in our border areas but devel-
oping and boosting economic activities. It is important to know, at the
same time, as to what would be in the basket of facilities for the
tourists provided by these cafes. In this connection, it is learnt that
the main facilities for parking of vehicles shall be ensured. Food plaza,
restaurant, rest rooms for men and women separately, also for differ-
ently abled, medical – first aid facilities and MI rooms etc are pro-
posed to be provided by these cafes and depending on the rate of
success of these cafes, not only the number could be increased but
additional facilities too can be provided. Through these lines we have
already mentioned about how border villages under specific schemes
of the Central Government were being developed as also how infra-
structural support especially that of better connectivity, power, water
and medical facilities were envisaged to be provided in the border
areas and villages.  Like generally always, Jammu and Kashmir in-
cluding the UT of Ladakh are going to have maximum , 26 from out of
the 75 BRO cafes set up. Lot of credit goes to the efforts of the BRO in
connecting places and villages across the north eastern states in par-
ticular, which has resulted in addressing the strategic needs of the
local people , hence multi utility wayside facilities along the major
tourist circuits in the shape of setting up of cafes having been mooted
by the Ministry of Defence.

Boosting Border Tourism
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A view of waterlogged streets after heavy monsoon rains, in Patna, Friday, July 1.

Adulteration of petrol: A direct 
compromise of quality for consumers

RAINS IN PATNA

Kajal Chatterjee

Bardhaman-Howrah Railway Line
passes through a large expanse of
Hooghly district which is nothing but
sea of greenery. And within that
stretch of greenery, exists a sweet-
sounding desolate station named
Simlagarh. Since the habitation
around Simlagarh station comprises
only a few dwellings, the station
hardly gets a few footfalls.  Both
sides of the Railway Station are
graced by "unending" paddy fields
stretching to the horizon, banana
plantation, bamboo bush and ponds.
Two long platforms, with few bench-
es, are connected by an overbridge.
The historic Grand Trunk Road pass-
es by a hand-shaking distance from
the station on the Northern side. On
the Southern side of the station, 2
huge heaps of sand resembling hills
almost kiss the platform. During my
college days in Hooghly, I got intro-
duced to Simlagarh station. Without
stepping onto the platform, I had fall-
en in love with this station at the very
first sight from the window itself.

Despite passing over Simlagarh
station for decades; I have stepped
upon the platform only once ---- ex-
actly 30 years ago, prior to the

College-leaving examination. Within
a kilometer of the station, there ex-
ists a Kali Temple right beside G.T.
Road which is reputed to be "living",
"inspiring" many people to seek
blessings there. One fine day, one of
our hostel mates proposed that we
pay a visit there and pray to the deity
for our success in the exam. Despite
being a confirmed agnostic, I had
also joined the group just because
the destination is Simlagarh and I
cannot miss the opportunity to step
upon my much-cherished station. My
joy simply knew no bounds as I
alighted at the station. Previously I
used to appreciate the greenery and
rural ambience from the window of
the train; now I am bang in the midst
of it. A pond here, a haystack there,
surrounded by lush green paddy
fields were acting as soothing balm
in parched eyes and souls. And the
small Kali temple was located within
such a backdrop only. Perhaps due to
the calm serene surroundings, I was
feeling the presence of the Divine
both within and outside the temple.
Recently, a close relation of myself
passed away prematurely in
Bardhaman. Following the funeral at
night, next morning myself and a
senior relative started for an ancient

holy religious place named Tribeni to
immerse the ashes in the waters of
the Hooghly. Since we were negotiat-
ing G.T. Road, the car was destined to
pass through Simlagarh. I noticed
that the sparsely populated habitat
has undergone hardly any significant
change. Ashes immersed in Tribeni.
Due to certain compulsions, I would
have to return to my Kolkata resi-
dence. I could have easily started my
return journey from Tribeni.
However, to give company to my
mentally-shattered senior relative
who was returning to Bardhaman, I
also started the journey with him in
the car. As the car was passing
through Simlagarh, I decided to dis-
embark right at this place as
G.T.Road almost touches the station

here. So for the second time in life,
again I stepped upon the platform of
Simlagarh --- after a yawning gap of
30 years.  The whole station appears
exactly as 1992. 2 platforms, It seems
time has simply come to a dead stop
in Simlagarh. With eyes wide open
and chest inhaling fresh air, I em-
braced Simlagarh to the full. Equally
another thought was constantly
haunting my mind --- Could I have vi-
sualised during my first Simlagarh
visit that a cruel bend in my life
would ensure my return here after 3
decades. Would I enjoy the station till
my train arrives or would I remain
blind to it due to my mental turmoil.
Instead of exerting my already de-
pressed mind, I took a seat upon the
platform bench and allowed my
thoughts to flow freely. So on the one
hand, the faces of my long-lost col-
lege friends were coming in my mind
with whom I had arrived here on my
first visit; on the other the memories
of the departed soul were also hitting
me. Also got remembered of that
eternal Tagore creation "Aaj Jyotsna
Raate Sobai Gechhe Bone"
("Everyone has gone to the forest in
a moonlit night today") which he had
composed following the premature
death of his younger son Shomi. By

witnessing the full moon shining in
its own glory with natural ambience
remaining absolutely unchanged de-
spite the tragedy of his son's untime-
ly death;  Tagore realised that his
son's death is nothing but his own
personal loss with life moving on in
its own rhythm transmitting the eter-
nal message that the show must go
on --- "I have to rinse and mop up my
apartment/ Pretty carefully/ I must
remain awake, I am not sure when he
would come/ If at all he can remem-
ber me / Amid the weird breeze of
the spring". The free flow of
thoughts in my mind amidst the
soothing nature of Simlagarh surely
invoked the Tagorean philosophy
within my psyche, thereby inspiring
me not to overburden myself with
laments; rather I should try my level
best in ensuring my cooperation in all
regards to the surviving members of
the unfortunate family as the show
must go on with all duties and re-
sponsibilities requiring sincere ad-
herence. While bidding adieu to
Simlagarh, promised the scenic sur-
roundings to again return amidst it;
hoping in a much better frame of
mind --- if not materialistically, at
least in spiritual terms and in a much
awakened state.

Simlagarh - The show must go on

W ithin a week two strong messages have emanated from the
two sparring world powers, aimed at controlling the world or

realigning the current global order. US President Joe Biden June 26
and the Chinese President Xi Jinping on June 23 have announced two
new global initiatives at BRICS and G7 Summits, respectively. Last
week in his address on June 22 at the 25th St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum and the next day, on June 23 at BRICS
Summit in Beijing, the Chinese President Xi Jinping stressed the need
to forge greater synergy amongst countries for greater international
development and close the development gap, by pooling resources,
platforms and networks of development partnerships. Noting that the
international community is keen to achieve more equitable, sustain-
able and secure development, Xi said it is important to seize opportu-
nities, meet challenges head-on, and work on the implementation of
the 'Global Development Initiative' (GDI) to build a shared future of
peace and prosperity. The Chinese President proposed the GDI in his
speech to the 76th Session of the UNGA in September last year. The
plan charts a course for international development, based on China's
goals and priorities. Meanwhile, at the recent G7 Summit at Schloss
Elmau in the Bavarian Alps, Germany, President Biden on 26 June re-
launched his initiative to provide infrastructure funds to poor and de-
veloping countries only a year after a largely similar scheme was un-
veiled at the G7 conference in Cornwall last July under the label 'Build
Back Better World'. The fund was relaunched at the start of the G7 in
Germany on Sunday as the 'Global Investment and Infrastructure
Partnership'. The avowed aim of this initiative is to become an alter-
native to the Chinese belt and road initiative (BRI) that Beijing has
used for more than a decade to expand its economic ties and influ-
ence with developing countries. The partnership aims to generate
$600 billion of private and public funds by 2027, with $200bn over the
next five years coming from the US. Projects cited at the event in-
clude a secure sub-sea cable linking Europe and south-east Asia, an
industrial mRNA vaccine plant in Senegal, solar projects in Angola, a
modular nuclear reactor plant in Romania and a port linking
Christmas Island with the rest of the world. The common denomina-
tor at these two high-level summits was the presence of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This underlines the importance, which both
China and the US attach to India currently. It is majorly due to its in-
dependent and realistic foreign policy, that the Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi praised India for calling out the West at the GlobSec
2022 Bratislava Forum, earlier this month, where Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar had said that New Delhi and Beijing can manage their bi-
lateral relationship on their own, and stressed the need for the world
to come out of its Eurocentric mindset. India so far has neither en-
dorsed the Chinese president's GPI nor has commented so far on
Biden's new initiative. It continues to pursue a completely independ-
ent international foreign and trade policy and due to its geopolitical
and economic importance, its unwavering stand has endeared it to
both the blocs, and both seem to be courting it seriously. Meanwhile,
on June 28, the US announced a new alliance for the Pacific including
Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the UK to boost economic and se-
curity ties with the Pacific island nations. Also, on the heel of the G7
summit, the NATO summit, to be held in Madrid this week, will for the
first time include the top leaders of four Asia-Pacific countries, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand, and also for the first time,
the bloc will identity China in its new strategic concept, a key docu-
ment on NATO's future security trial and military development will be
adopted at the summit. This underlines India's central role in the new
thrust for the Indo-Pacific by the western nations led by the US and if
India plays its cards well, it could translate into benefits for the coun-
try in both defence and economic & trade areas.

New global development
partnerships

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

“In the past 10
years petrol tax
has been increas-
ing continuously
with the sky ris-
ing price of
petrol in the
market. About
4,375 cases of
fuel adulteration
have been
recorded within
the country in
last two years.
Thus, it becomes
important for
every citizen to
be aware of such
activity.’’
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Top achievers 

Hyderabad:
Telangana Industries
Minister K T Rama
Rao hailed the State
being rated as a top
achiever along with
six other States in
ease of doing business
(EoDB) rankings.
“Proud that
#Telangana has
topped the Ease of
Doing Business rank-
ings yet again “DPIIT
has rated Telangana
state as a top achiever
along with six other
states. “But what my
State offers is not just
ease of doing business
but also more impor-
tantly peace of doing
business,” Rama Rao
tweeted.

Fuel tax
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Friday
slapped an export tax
on petrol, diesel and
jet fuel (ATF) shipped
overseas by firms like
Reliance Industries
Ltd, and imposed a
windfall tax on crude
oil produced locally by
companies such as
ONGC and Vedanta
Ltd. The government
imposed a Rs 6 per
litre tax on export of
petrol and ATF and Rs
13 per litre tax on ex-
port of diesel, finance
ministry notifications
showed. Additionally,
it levied a Rs 23,250
per tonne additional
tax on crude oil pro-
duced domestically. .

Hospitality industry 

New Delhi: The hos-
pitality industry is ex-
pected to do well going
forward barring un-
forseen situations,
and occupancy of
Indian Hotels
Company Ltd is ex-
pected to rise, compa-
ny’s chairman N
Chandrasekaran said.
Answering sharehold-
ers’ queries at the
Indian Hotels
Company’s annual
general meeting on
how the company will
tap the market,
Chandrasekaran said:
We are having an ex-
pansion plan. By 2025
we want to touch 300
properties.

Gold import duty 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has hiked
gold import duty to 15
per cent from 10.75
per cent to check cur-
rent account deficit
(CAD) and rising im-
port of the yellow
metal. The duty
changes came into ef-
fect from June 30.
Earlier, the basic cus-
toms duty on gold was
7.5 per cent, now it
will be 12.5 per cent.
Along with agricul-
ture infrastructure
development cess
(AIDC) of 2.5 per cent,
the effective gold cus-
toms duty will be 15
per cent. There has
been a sudden surge
in imports of gold. In
the month of May, a
total of 107 tonnes of
gold was imported
and in June also the
imports have been sig-
nificant.

New Delhi, Jul 01:  

The government is
watchful and mindful of
the impact of falling rupee
on the country’s imports,
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, while as-
serting that Indian curren-
cy has performed relative-
ly better than others
against dollar.
Depreciation of rupee
makes India’s imports
costlier, while on the other
hand exports become at-
tractive. “The Reserve
Bank of India is very
keenly watching the ex-
change rate. We are not
alone in this world. We are
also open as an economy...
the rupee against the dol-
lar and other currencies
versus the dollar, the
rupee has performed rela-
tively better,” she said.
Acknowledging that
falling rupee would im-
pact immediately on im-
ports, which will become
expensive, she said, “That
is one thing I am very

watchful and mindful of
because a lot of our indus-
tries do depend on some
essential goods to be im-
ported upon for their pro-
duction.” Emerging mar-
ket currencies have been
falling against the dollar
amid geopolitical tensions
in the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine war, concerns
over growth, high global
crude prices, sustained in-
flation and central banks
worldwide adopting hawk-
ish monetary policy ap-
proach. The rupee
breached the psychologi-
cally significant level of 79
per dollar level for the first
time ever on Wednesday

and has also hit a series of
lifetime lows this month.
In its Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said
the rupee has performed
relatively better than its
peers. “While the Indian
Rupee (INR) has been sub-
jected to bouts of down-
ward pressure, it has
emerged among the better
performing currencies rel-
ative to peers,” the 25th
FSR report said. The
rupee hit its all-time low of
79.12 against dollar during
the intra-day trade but re-
covered to close at 78.94
(provisional) against the
greenback on Friday.
Since the war in Ukraine
broke out in late February,
the RBI has expended its
foreign exchange reserves
in order to shield the
rupee from steep deprecia-
tion. Since February 25,
the headline foreign ex-
change reserves have de-
clined by USD 40.94 bil-
lion.

Govt watchful and mindful of impact
of declining rupee on imports: FM

New Delhi, Jul 01:

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today unveiled the-
new Urban Cruiser
Hyryder, Toyota’s first
S e l f - c h a r g i n g
StrongHybrid Electric
SUV and the first of its
kind, in the B SUV seg-
ment in India.As one of
Toyota’s sustainable mo-
bilityofferings, the Urban
Cruiser Hyryderinherits
Toyota’s global SUV line-
age with its bold and so-
phisticated styling and ad-
vanced tech features, mak-
ing it a perfect choice in
the segment. The new
modeldelivers topperfor-
mance and best in class
fuel efficiency along with a
luxuriousquiet cabin, the
new SUV a perfect match
for the diverse needs of
the Indian car buyer.

Based on theAdvanced
Body Structure, the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder has been
designed for a greener fu-
ture,deliveringa unique
combination of exemplary
dynamic performance,

best in class fuel economy,
quick acceleration, lower
emissions,and a smooth
drive. Powered by e-drive
transmission with 2WD
and beinga Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric
Vehicle, the Urban Cruiser
Hyryderis capable of run-
ning 40% of distance and
60% of time on electric
(EV) or zero emission
mode*. The new model is
also available with a 1.5-

liter K-series engine with
Neo Drive (ISG), 5 Speed
Manual Transmission&6
Speed Automatic
Transmission with 2WD &
4WD options. Over the
years, Toyota has con-
stantly worked towardsad-
vancing electrified vehicle
technologies in India with
a focus on local procure-
ment of electric power-
train parts, aligning with
the “Make in India” initia-

tive promoted by the
Government. Present at
theoccasion of its un-
veilingin New Delhi, Mr.
Vikram Kirloskar- Vice
Chairman, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor said,
“Toyotahas always been
guided by the strong com-
mitment to build a sus-
tainable community, living
in harmony with
nature.One of our key fo-
cuses is to shift towards
low-carbon energy sources
and provide practical and
sustainable mobility solu-
tions, in support of vari-
ous ambitious national
goals.”

Also present at the occa-
sion & speaking on TKM’s
sustainable mission, Mr.
Masakazu Yoshimura,
Managing Director, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor said, “We
are proud to add another
milestone product to our
line-up of electrified vehi-
cles in India. Over the last
25 years, Toyota in India
has continuously worked
towards meeting the mo-
bility needs of consumers.

Toyota forays into coveted B-SUV segment
in India with ‘The Urban Cruiser Hyryder’

Models pose with the newly launched Toyota Urban
Cruiser Hyryder, in New Delhi, Friday, July 1,

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

Reliance Jewels, India’s
leading jewellery brand,
has launched the new ex-
clusive Bella collection ‘.
This special collection
aims to add a dash of
colour and make every day
special for the millennial
and the GenZ women of
today. Reliance Jewels cel-
ebrates the essence of
modern women with the
launch of this exquisite
rose gold and semi-pre-
cious colourstonejew-
ellery with minimalistic
and modern designs. Bella
isan attitude! A statement!
That will make the style
stand out from others.
This special collection is
designed to add a dash of
colour and make every day
special. The pieces from
Bella are minimalistic,
and contemporary making
it an ideal for work or even

casual dinners. These lari-
at style neckwear and
sleek, lightweight earrings
have become a coveted al-
ternative to wearing heavy
designs of jewellery on a
daily basis.

An intricate composi-
tion of delicate designs
with eyeon detail and pre-
cision, this elegant collec-

tion is ideal for your every-
day moments from your
impromptu dinner plans
to shopping with friends,
for mini-vacations with
family to Sunday brunch-
es, for the small celebra-
tions at home to weekend
parties or dinner dates.

Commenting about the
new collection, Sunil
Nayak, CEO of Reliance
Jewels said,“We at
Reliance Jewels are ex-
tremely thrilled with our
newest addition of the
contemporarydesigns in
our exclusive Bella
Collection.

Every design from this
collection is crafted to dis-
play the elegance and a
sense of style that the
young women of today-
seek. The collection aims
at making every day spe-
cial for them in true sense
with a dash of colour this
time.

Reliance Jewels launches Bella Collection

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

Gillette India continues
its legacy of creating
thought-provoking com-
mentary on the societal
notions that limit our po-
tential, through its flag-
ship campaign#Shaving
Stereotypes.

The newest edition of
the shaving stereotypes
campaign, titled
#Engineering Change
urges young Indian stu-
dents to introspect and re-
think how education can
be a steppings tone for
changing more than just
their own lives. In line
with its global mission of
inspiring ‘The Best a Man
Can Be’,the film authenti-
cally portrays the one-di-
mensional perspective
with which many people

treat their education and
degrees. The featured true
story serves as an exam-
ple to covey the brand’s
message: every one of us
can meaningfully con-
tribute to our communi-
ties, we just need to be
aware of our true poten-
tial.

The film narrates the
true story of social entre-
preneur Prashant Gade,
whose real-life journey is
an encouraging example
for young Indians togo be-
yond the expectations of
society and redefine our
truest possibilities.In 2018,
Prashant opted out of a
high-paying engineering
job to create the world’s
most affordable bionic
arm. Today, he has
changed the lives of sever-
al people with disabilities,

by inventing and manu-
facturing a low-cost pros-
thetic limb that’s accessi-
ble to all. In doing so, he
has redefined his purpose
and took the unconven-
tional road to bring to life
his true potential, shaving
stereotypes and challeng-
ing norms to inspire fu-
ture generations to follow.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Saurabh Bajpai,
Senior Director &
Country Category Leader,
Gillette Indiasaid: “Since
the beginning, Gillette has
been committed to helping
men look, feel and be their
best.

This commitment is
brought to life through
our brand purpose that in-
spires everything we do
which is: “Grooming the
Next Generation of Men.”

Gillette’s latest campaign 
inspires  to unbox ourselves

BMW drives in 6 Series
50 Jahre M Edition

priced at Rs 72.9 lakh
New Delhi, Jul 01:
German luxury carmaker
BMW on Thursday said it
has launched the ‘50
Jahre M Edition’ of the
BMW 6 Series in India
priced at Rs 72.9 lakh (ex-
showroom). The limited
edition model has been
launched to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary
of the BMW M GmbH, a
subsidiary of BMW AG
which manufactures
high-performance cars,
the automaker said in a
statement. Locally pro-
duced at company’s
Chennai plant, the exclu-
sive edition comes in a
petrol variant the BMW
630i M Sport. Available in
limited numbers only, this
bespoke model can be
booked online via compa-
ny’s portal from Thursday
onwards, the automaker
stated.

New Delhi, Jul 01: 

Industry body Nasscom
on Thursday said the deci-
sion of the GST Council to
waive mandatory registra-
tion requirement for on-
line sellers as part of the
composition scheme will
help small sellers to have a
level playing field. The
composition taxpayers,
making interstate sup-
plies through e-commerce
operators, will yield addi-
tional avenues for growth
to small sellers. “...waiv-
ing off the mandatory reg-
istration requirement for
person supplying goods
through online market-
places as a part of compo-
sition scheme is a positive
development for small
sellers selling online, en-
abling small sellers to

have a level playing field
(vis- -vis offline sellers)
and transform themselves
into organised players,”
the apex IT association
said in a statement.
Nasscom welcomed the
decision of the GST
Council on the in-princi-
ple approval for relaxation
in the provisions for sup-
pliers making supplies
through E-Commerce
Operators (ECOs). “The
composition taxpayers
would now be allowed to

make intra-state supply
through e-commerce oper-
ators subject to certain
conditions. This will give
additional avenues of
growth to small sellers
and provide them the op-
portunity to sell across
India without having a
physical Principal Place of
Business (PPoB) in each
state, thus increasing effi-
ciency and bringing ease
of doing business in
India,” Nasscom said.
This would also encour-

age such sellers to adopt
GST compliances effec-
tively as composition deal-
ers are exempted from the
maintenance of elaborate
accounts and records.
Nasscom also described
GoM’s recommendation
on IT reforms as “another
big move”.

“Putting in place the
AI/ML (Artificial
Intelligence/Machine
Learning) based mecha-
nism to verify the an-
tecedents of the registra-
tion applicants, and im-
proved risk-based moni-
toring of their behavior
post-registration will help
the government in identi-
fying non-compliant tax-
payers at an initial stage
and will help in minimis-
ing risk to the exchequer,”
it added.

GST Council’s decisions will 
help small e-commerce sellers: Nasscom

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

The RBI on Friday asked
banks to test their note
sorting machines for accu-
racy and consistency every
quarter to ensure curren-
cy notes conform to the
prescribed parameters.
Following demonetisation
in November 2016, the
Reserve Bank issued new
notes of Rs 200, Rs 500, and
Rs 2000, besides releasing
new series for other de-
nominations. In the back-
drop of the introduction of
the new series of ban-
knotes, the Reserve Bank
said note authentication
and fitness sorting param-
eters have been reviewed
and a revised set of guide-
lines have been issued for
implementation. In the cir-
cular on ‘Note Sorting

Machines - Authentication
and Fitness Sorting
Parameters’, the RBI said a
fit note is “a note that is
genuine, sufficiently clean
to allow its denomination
to be readily ascertained
and thus suitable for recy-
cling”. An unfit note is the
one that is not suitable for
recycling because of its
physical condition or be-
longs to a series that has
been phased out by the
Reserve Bank of India. “A
note must pass all the fit-
ness parameters to be con-
sidered fit for recycling,”
the central bank said while
prescribing the parame-
ters. The parameters, it
said, provide the mini-
mum standards for cash
handling machines used
by banks. “Notes can only
be recycled/reissued if

they are evaluated as gen-
uine and fit according to
these parameters. An au-
thenticity check is a pre-
requisite for fitness sort-
ing,” the RBI said. The ma-
chines should be able to
identify and segregate sus-
pected counterfeits and
notes which are unfit for
circulation. “Banks shall
ensure that the Note
Sorting machines are test-
ed for accuracy and consis-
tency on a quarterly basis
and recalibrated, if re-
quired. A certificate
(signed by Bank Officials)
to this effect shall be main-
tained for records,” the
RBI said. As a part of fit-
ness sorting, notes with
any visual or physical de-
fects are to be sorted as
unfit as per the criteria
prescribed in the circular.

RBI ask banks to test note sorting
machines on quarterly basis

New Delhi, Jul 01: 

Persistently high infla-
tion globally is to stay here
longer than anticipated as
the ongoing war and sanc-
tions take toll on
economies, threatening a
further slowdown to global
trade volume, RBI said in
its financial stability re-
port released on Thursday.
The global economic out-
look is clouded by the on-
going war in Europe and
the pace of monetary poli-
cy tightening by central
banks in response to
mounting inflationary
pressures, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) report said.
Albeit the domestic econo-
my is facing spillovers
from the global conditions,
it remains on a recovery
path. “The financial sys-
tem remains resilient and
supportive of economic re-

vival. Banks as well as
non-banking institutions
have sufficient capital
buffers to withstand sud-
den shocks. High inflation-
ary pressures, external
spillovers and geopolitical
risks warrant careful han-
dling and close monitor-
ing,” as per the FSR
(Financial Stability
Report). RBI said the
shock waves from the war
in Ukraine and retaliatory
economic and financial
sanctions (on Russia) have
jolted the global economy,
which was already belea-
guered by successive
waves of the COVID-19
pandemic. “The Indian
economy appears to have
weathered the third wave
of the pandemic associat-
ed with the Omicron vari-
ant, although the war in
Ukraine is now casting a
long shadow on the out-

look,” the report said.
Since its previous edi-

tion of FSR in December
2021, RBI said, the global
economic prospects have
deteriorated markedly
consequent to the econom-
ic and financial ramifica-
tions of the war and sanc-
tions taking their toll.

Citing International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
jecting global growth to de-
cline to 3.6 per cent in 2022
from 6.1 per cent in 2021 as
the shock of the war was
to interact with the mone-
tary tightening, financial
market volatility, pandem-
ic and unequal vaccine ac-
cess, RBI said both AEs
(Advanced Economies)
and Emerging Market and
Developing Economies
(EMDEs) are expected to
lose pace by 1.9 percentage
points and 3 percentage
points, respectively.

High inflation globally to stay longer as war and
sanctions take toll on economies: RBI report

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0011::  

The commerce and industry
ministry will on Monday
release the ranking of states
and UTs in terms of providing
an easy regulatory environ-
ment to strengthen the startup
ecosystem for budding entre-
preneurs, an official statement
said on Friday. The last ranking
was announced in September
2020. Gujarat had retained the
top slot then.

The third edition of the rank-
ing of states’ on support to
startup ecosystems will be
released by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
here. 

The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) conduct-
ed the exercise with the objec-
tive to promote India’s vision of
competitive and cooperative
federalism, the ministry said in
the statement. The exercise

was launched in 2018 to
encourage states and Union
territories to work towards
easing regulations for the
growth of startups and
strengthening the support to
the startup ecosystem. “A total
of 24 states and 7 Union
Territories participated in the
exercise this year, an increase
from 25 last year and the high-
est till date,” the statement
added. 

As India becomes one of the
leading startup nations global-
ly, the growth of the entrepre-
neurship in Tier-II and Tier III
cities in the country has
become necessary, the min-
istry said, adding there were 4
states/UTs with startup poli-
cies in 2016 and today, there
are over 30 states/UTs who
have startup policies, and 27
states/UTs have their own
state startup portal. The min-
istry will release the ranking of
states and UTs on July 4. 

Govt to release states’ 
startup ranking on Jul 4

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0011::    

FMCG and agro food compa-
nies selling packaged fruit juices
and dairy products have shifted
to paper straws despite higher
costs as the ban on plastic
straws comes into effect from
Friday. Most companies have
now put integrated paper straws
with their small tetra packs
after the government declined
their pleas to extend the ban on
plastic straws for six months.
“Dabur has already commenced
production of Real juice packs
with integrated paper straws.
We are committed to meeting
the regulations and will ensure
that all packs come with inte-
grated paper straws,” Dabur
India Executive Director-
Operations Shahrukh Khan said.
The government’s ban on single-
use plastics, including plastic
straw, is going to be effective
from July 1, 2022. Earlier, raising
their apprehensions, companies

had said the country lacks the
technology for manufacturing
paper straws. However, the
domestic paper industry has
rejected these claims. Issuing a
statement last week, the Indian
Paper Manufacturers
Association (IPMA) had said the
domestic paper industry has
enough capacity and technolog-
ical know-how to manufacture
paper for making paper straws
and other similar products.
Terming it as “factually incor-
rect”, IPMA President A S Mehta
had said a “wrong impression”
is being created that presently
there is no Indian paper mill that
can manufacture the required
paper for making paper straws
and opposed any extension of
the deadline on this pretext.
Companies such as Parle Agro
and Dabur have replaced plastic
straws with imported paper
straws, and are also working to
develop domestic manufactur-
ing capabilities.

Plastic ban: Companies
switch to paper straws

Disha Patani to play grey
character opposite John
in ‘Ek Villain Returns’

A
ll set to be seen in a negative character on
the big screen, Disha Patani is enjoying
one of the most interesting phases of

her career. She will be seen along with John
Abraham in the forthcoming film 'Ek Villain
Returns'. With 'Ek Villain Returns'. Disha
will be seen playing a grey character for the
first time in her career. Switching over to a
negative character called for some prepara-
tion, the actress said. "I just followed my di-
rector's advice. I also remember watching a
lot of these negative movies and there was a
point I was like sir I can't watch it anymore
because it's making me into a different
human but I just followed what he told me,
Mohit sir really knows what he wants
and he just makes everybody's life easier."
Disha Patani has previously been no-
ticed for her performance in Mohit
Suri's 'Malang'. This is the second time
she has been roped in for a project by
him. "I got really lucky to work with
Mohit sir in Malang. He inspired me
to go all out. I love the genre and I
would love to even more. This is my
second film with him. I hope he is
not bored of me because I would
love to work with him again and
again." Talking about his experi-
ence working with Disha, John said:
"I think with Disha, it was a fantas-
tic experience to work with. It's
only rare when you get on
screen, and you feel that the
chemistry is working, we felt
the same with Disha." On
the work front, apart from
'Ek Villain Returns', a
few months ago Disha
finished shooting for
Dharma produc-
tion's 'Yodha' star-
ring Sidharth
Malhotra.

Television actress Kavita
Kaushik is all set to make

her OTT debut with crime
thriller 'Tera Chhalaava'. The
web show showcases five sto-
ries of love, deception and mur-
der. The actor is quite excited
about her debut and she opens
up about her role in it. Kavita

is a part of the story 'Happy
Anniversary' in 'Tera
Chhalaava' that is full of
twists and turns - a husband
and wife trying to gain an
upper hand in a marriage
full of deceit.
Kavita says: "OTT is a
great platform that offers
you an interesting range of

roles. With the chance to
essay a wide range of charac-
ters to play, it's perfect for how
I enjoy working now. Also, I
believe finite stories or proj-
ects are what the audiences
want. I'm glad to have pro-
gressed from doing a show for
nine years to a medium that
will allow me to do different
roles that would challenge
and satisfy me as an artist."

The actress further shares

about
her char-

acter and
adds: "My lay-

ered character in
the project is very

different from how
the audience has seen me
so far, so I am looking
forward to their
response."
Sharing her shooting
experience, Kavita adds:
"Thankfully it was quite
effortless for me as I
believe one is as good as
their co-actor and Kabir,
being a fantastic co-
actor, made it very easy
for me. It was absolutely
wonderful to collaborate
with him. Our fun acro-
yoga sessions during the
free time, in between
shots, kept the mood
light and positive."

ACROSS

1. Simple

5. Stop

10. Make over

14. Happily ____ after

15. Role player

16. Quiz

17. What a singer holds

19. Floor piece

20. Tenth mo.

21. Henhouse

22. Peaceful protest (hyph.)

23. Iowa or Ohio

25. Stench

27. Ark skipper

29. Musical drama

33. Diesel ____

35. Leather strap

36. Billion years

37. ____ and void

38. Odor

40. Tiny fly

41. Ike's inits.

42. Don't go

43. Changes for the better

45. Meetings

47. Hindu dress

48. Breathe heavily

49. Green sauce

52. Iron setting

55. Revered one

58. Baby's dinner attire

59. Burn slightly

60. Speed up

63. Paddles

64. Fragment

65. Troubles

66. Fork feature

67. Jobs

68. Happiness

DOWN

1. Office notes

2. Kick out

3. Four-sided figures

4. Do the wrong thing

5. Guitar device

6. Repeat

7. Above

8. Family member

9. Lyrical "before"

10. Go to bed

11. Way out

12. Surrealism's Salvador ____

13. Prophecy

18. Atlantic or Indian

22. Variety

24. Work hard

25. Unwrap

26. River mouths
28. Actor Charlton ____
29. Minds
30. Wimbledon projectile (2 wds.)
31. Frog's kin
32. Picnic pests
33. Purposes
34. Naked
39. Is unable
40. Richard ____ of "Chicago"
42. Thailand, formerly
44. Syrup tree
46. Scanty
50. Baron, e.g.
51. Fat
52. Glasgow native
53. Bangkok native
54. Acquire by labor
55. Frosts
56. Adorn
57. Bullring cries
60. Prone
61. Undercover gp.
62. Oil-drilling equipment
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Jump back onstage and say your peace,
Aquarius. Your active participation in
the conversation of today is critical to
maintaining a healthy energy flow. The
things you say to others will have a pro-
found effect, so choose your words
carefully. Enjoy a physical activity that
involves a group, if possible. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your solid footing may become a bit unsta-
ble today, Pisces, but don't worry about it.
Be a little more flexible and release your
tightfisted grip on the situation. Infuse a
bit of laughter and playfulness into things.
You'll find that the exchange of ideas is a
critical part of the day. Get out of the
house and enjoy lighthearted conversa-
tions whenever possible.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

There's no excuse for laziness today, Aries!
Make sure you get out of bed before the
day ends. You'll find that the more action
you take, the happier you'll be. Express
your thoughts to the people around you.
Get out in the open air and listen to what
the wind has to say. Be active and flexible.
People's emotions are more on the sur-
face, so keep things light and energetic.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

There's no excuse for laziness today, Aries!
Make sure you get out of bed before the day
ends. You'll find that the more action you
take, the happier you'll be. Express your
thoughts to the people around you. Get out
in the open air and listen to what the wind
has to say. Be active and flexible. People's
emotions are more on the surface, so keep
things light and energetic.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might feel like you've come out of
the dark and into the light today,
Gemini. A weight has been lifted, but
there's still a great deal of emotional
drama that needs to work itself out. Go
for a long walk this afternoon and
increase your lung capacity. Get your
heart rate up. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Take a break from your steady climb today
and have a look at the world around you,
Cancer. Enjoy a night out with friends, if
possible, and take an active role in the
conversation. You'll find that the more
socializing you do (even if its remotely),
the more you'll be able to release some of
the tension that you might not even real-
ize you have. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Pay attention to the news today, Leo.
Be sure to check not just the main-
stream news but also the offbeat inde-
pendent publications and websites.
Question what you hear and read. Take
an active role in increasing your knowl-
edge of the world. Take responsibility
for your citizenship by keeping an eye
on what's going on. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today is a great day to go out and get
things done, Virgo. You might find that
you're a bit indecisive, but don't sweat it.
Don't feel like you have to make any
great commitments. You'll do fine jump-
ing around from lily pad to lily pad. Get
yourself into the open and express
what's on your mind. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The name of the game for you today is
action, Libra. The air seems to get
clearer, and it feels as if a weight has
been lifted off you. You might notice a
sudden burst of physical energy urg-
ing you to get out and go for a long
bike ride. Feel the wind blowing
through your hair. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Take some of that knowledge you've
picked up and processed over the past
few weeks and spread it around, Scorpio.
It's time to put your communication skills
to work. You'll find that your emotions are
strongly tied to your actions today, and
that things will take on a much lighter
tone than they have in the past few days.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your physical stamina is apt to be quite
strong today, Sagittarius. You should con-
sider working out to release some of that
pent-up energy. Engage in a sport or
something that involves strategy and good
coordination. Pick up a tennis racquet or
join a basketball game, if possible. You'll
find that your high level of energy will be
the key to coming out on top.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Take a break from the seriousness that
has prevailed over the past couple days,
Capricorn. You'll find that upbeat conver-
sations are the way to navigate through
today's waters. You might notice that
communication is more active and that
words are especially effective. Talk and
people will listen. Listen and people will
talk. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kavita Kaushik 
to make her OTT
debut with ‘Tera

Chhalaava’

F
ear is always looming
at every nook and cor-
ner and you can’t es-

cape it. India’s most await-
ed stunt-based reality show
Maruti Suzuki presents
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi’
Charged by Thums Up is
set to return on COLORS
with a blazing new season.
The dynamic Demigod of
action Rohit Shetty will
challenge 14 daredevil con-
testants with exhilarating
stunts as they navigate
through their innermost
fears in the beautiful boule-
vards of Cape Town.
Packed with lots of Darr
and Terror, infused with
tons of Dare and Josh, the
contestants will have to
showcase a lot of Jigar and
Himmat to tread through
the Khatras. Along with
Maruti Suzuki as the pre-
senting sponsor and
Charged by Thums Up as
the powered by sponsor, the
show also welcomes

Ching's, Amazon Prime and
Hershey's Kisses as the as-
sociate sponsors for the sea-
son. Produced by Endemol
Shine India, Khatron Ke
Khiladi will premiere on
2nd July and air every
Saturday and Sunday at 9
pm, only on COLORS.

The daredevils who will
be competing this season
are prominent personali-
ties including the boss lady
Rubina Dilaik, India’s most
loved bahus Shivangi Joshi
and Sriti Jha, Ace choreog-
rapher Tushar Kalia, tele-
vision’s super star Mohit

Malik, the super talented
Kanika Mann, social media
sensation Mr Faisu aka
Faisal and Jannat Zubair,
the cute and chirpy Aneri
Vajani, fashionista Erika
Packard, the diva Chetna
Pande and the entertaining
trio- Nishant Bhat, Pratik

Sehajpal and Rajiv Adatia.
The contestants will be
seen performing adrena-
line-rushing stunts such as
Sriti slacklining with a
snake around her neck,
Kanika facing a guard dog
attack, Mohit facing the
lions, Shivangi enduring
electric shocks, Tushar per-
forming aerial stunts,
Rubina performing a car
stunt, Aneri fighting off
the bugs, Jannat tackling
with snakes and much
more. At every step, at
every turn, at every inch,
the contestants will be
faced with unlimited kha-
tras with no hope of
respite.

Join the contestants on
their exciting battle of
courage on Maruti Suzuki
presents Khatron Ke
Khiladi ‘Charged’ by
Thums Up starting July
2nd every Saturday and
Sunday at 9 pm, only on
COLORS.

‘Khatron Ke Khiladi 12’  premieres today

S
tar Plus is bringing its viewers a
new offering 'Anandi Baa aur
Emily' with a completely different

take on a traditional 'Saas-Bahu' dynam-
ic, with a star cast of Jazzy Ballerini as
the titular character 'Emily', Mishkat
Varma as 'Aarav' and Kanchan Gupta in
the role of a traditional mother-in-law
'Anandi Baa'.

Nation's resident 'Saasu Maa'
Kokilaben may be making a cameo in
the show 'Anandi Baa aur Emily'. If it
does happen, she will surely give lots of
tips to our 'Anandi Baa' on how to han-
dle a witty new 'Bahu'.

Produced by Optimystix
Entertainment, 'Anandi Baa aur Emily'
will take its viewers on a on a colourful
journey of this Saas-Bahu combo. It will
be interesting to see what the character
of 'Kokilaben', given the possibility of
her appearance, will bring to this un-
orthodox mix. We are curious to know
how their characters will react to each

other on-screen. Will 'Emily' be vary of
this new development?

Stay tuned to find out as the show
'Anandi Baa aur Emily' is set to launch
on 4th of July at 6:30 PM, only on Star
Plus!

‘Kokilaben’ to make a cameo
in ‘Anandi Baa aur Emily'!

Vaani Kapoor chuffed to
collaborate with Ranbir
Kapoor for ‘Shamshera’

Bollywood actress Vaani Kapoor, who is gearing up for the release
of her upcoming film 'Shamshera', is extremely happy to collabo-

rate with Ranbir, and feels that Karan Malhotra, the director of the
film, is a visionary story-teller.
Elaborating the same, Vaani said, "'Shamshera' is a dream project
for me. To be directed by someone like Karan Malhotra, who is a
visionary story-teller, is an opportunity that no actor would ever miss
out on. I'm fortunate that he felt I was apt for the part. Karan is
obsessed with his craft and the story that he is trying to tell. I'm a
director's actor so I had an amazing time soaking in his vision and
plan to make Shamshera a truly larger than life big screen specta-
cle." Talking about her pairing opposite Ranbir Kapoor, the actress
added, "I'm also teaming up with one of the best actors of our gen-
eration, Ranbir Kapoor in the film. This is the first time that we have
been paired together on screen and I'm keeping my fingers crossed
that people love our chemistry in the film. Our characters have an
amazing graph and I hope people love and root for it"

Set in the fictitious city of Kaza, the period
actioner will see Ranbir playing the titu-

lar character. Sanjay Dutt plays
Ranbir's arch-enemy in this huge

casting coup.



Birmingham, Jul 01 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja's counter-
attacking partnership
helped India recover to 174
for five at tea on day one of
the rescheduled fifth Test
against England here on
Friday.

Pant (53 batting off 52)
and Jadeja (32 batting off
65) put an unbeaten 76-run
stand off 101 balls to script
India's fightback.

Rain delayed the start of
the second session by an
hour and England were all
over India soon after play
resumed, reducing the vis-
itors to 98 for five.

While James Anderson
did the damaged in the
morning, Matthew Potts
got the prized wicket of an
out of form Virat Kohli
(11) and a shaky Hanuma
Vihari (20) post lunch to
put England on top.

Vihari was the first to
go after Potts trapped him
in front of the stumps
with a full ball that darted
back sharply. In his follow-
ing over, Potts sent back
Kohli, who dragged one on
to his stumps in his half-
hearted attempt to leave
the ball.

The former India skip-
per had looked quite as-
sured in the middle until
he was caught in two
minds while leaving the

ball. Shreyas Iyer (15 off
11), playing his first Test
outside India, started on
an aggressive note by col-
lecting three fours off
Potts. However, Anderson
and the support staff had
done their homework on
Iyer, who has had issues
against the short ball.

The 39-year-old pacer
angled one around the rib
cage area that induced a
faint edge on way to Sam
Billings, who took a bril-
liant one handed catch
diving full-stretched to his
left.

India looked down and
out at that stage and fresh
lease of life was infused in
the innings by the two
southpaws, Pant and
Jadeja.

Pant has made a reputa-
tion of taking the attack to
the opposition even when
chips are down and he just
did that in the company of
the more experienced
Jadeja.

Pant made his intent
loud and clear by advanc-
ing and smashing
Anderson down the
ground. Jadeja too played
his strokes with the high-
light being the straight
drive and cover drive off
Broad.

Put under pressure,
Stokes went for the gam-
ble by giving the ball to
left-arm spinner Jack
Leach. Pant was more
than happy to take the bait
and hammered left-arm
spinner Jack Leach for
two fours and a straight
six to push India towards
150. He got to his 10th half-
century with a four off
Leach towards deep
square leg.
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Pallekele, Jul 01 (PTI) :

The experienced Deepti
Sharma shone with the bat
after her exploits with the
ball, coming to the Indian
women's team's rescue in a
tricky chase for a four-wick-
et win over Sri Lanka in the
first ODI here on Friday.

In the company of Pooja
Vastrakar (21 not out),
Deepti (22 not out) guided
the team home in 38 overs
after being set an easy tar-
get of 172, in Harmanpreet
Kaur's first match as full-
time ODI captain.

Cruising at 123 for three,
India nearly made heavy
weather of what seemed a
comfortable run-chase after
Harmanpreet departed for a
well-made 44, slipping to 138
for six. But Deepti and
Vastrakar ensured India
emerged winners.

India bowled out Sri
Lanka for 171 in 48.2 overs,
and then chased down the
target with 12 overs to spare.

The three-match series is
part of the ICC ODI
Championship.

Harmanpreet took over
the reins in the 50-over for-
mat after the recent retire-
ment of long-time skipper
Mithali Raj.

Thanks to the Indian

bowlers' excellent show in
the series opener, Sri
Lanka's decision to bat first
on winning the toss did not
yield the desired result.
Seasoned off-spinner Deepti
and medium pacer Renuka
Singh (3/29) were the wreck-
ers-in-chiefs, finishing with
impressive figures of 3/25
and 3/29 respectively.

Renuka gave the team's
first breakthrough when
she removed Sri Lankan
skipper Chamari
Athapaththu with a peach
of a delivery that landed in
the channel outside off, forc-
ing the batter to fish at it,
and Yastika Bhatia did the
rest behind the stumps. It
was a huge wicket for India,
and straightaway put the
hosts on the backfoot.

Bowlers do star turn as India
beat Sri Lanka by 4 wickets

SSrrii  LLaannkkaa  wwoommeenn:: 171 all
out in 48.2 overs (Nilakshi
de Silva 43, Hasini Perera
37, Deepti Sharma 3/25,
Renuka Singh 3/29)
IInnddiiaa  WWoommeenn:: 176/6 in 38
overs (Harmanpreet Kaur
44, Shafali Verma 35,
Harleen Deol 34, Deepti
Sharma 22 not out, Pooja
Vastrakar 21 not out; Inoka
Ranaweera 4/39). 

Brief scores:

Renuka Singh picked up her ODI best of 3/29, Sri Lanka vs India, 1st women's ODI, Pallekelle.

Galle, Jul 01 (AP):

Spinners Travis Head
and Nathan Lyon took
four wickets each to give
Australia a 10-wicket win
over Sri Lanka in the first
session on the third day of
the first cricket Test on
Friday. Opting to bat first
after winning the toss, Sri
Lanka made 212 in its first
innings.

Australia was still bat-
ting in its first innings
when play resumed on the
third day on 313-8 and fast
bowler Asitha Fernando
bowled Pat Cummins (26)
with a yorker.

Fernando later sent an
in-swinger to bowl
Mitchell Swepson (1) to
end Australia's first in-
nings at 321, conceding a
109-run first-innings lead.

Sri Lanka made only 113
runs in its second innings
leaving Australia five runs
to win and David Warner
finished the match in four
balls. "Our spinners failed
to put pressure on the op-
position," Sri Lanka coach
Chris Silverwood said.
"We failed to push them.

We found their spinners
put pressure on us and
made life difficult."

Head, bowling his part-
time off spinners, took
four wickets in the space
of 17 deliveries to return 4-
10. He had not taken a

wicket in the 26 previous
test matches.

Lyon continued his good
form, taking 5-90 in the
first innings to return 4-31
in the second. He is now
placed 10th on the list of
all time highest wicket

takers in Test cricket with
436 wickets, passing big
names like New Zealand's
Richard Hadlee (431), Sri
Lanka's Rangana Herath
(433) and India's Kapil Dev
(434) during the test
match.

Head, Lyon give Australia 
10-wicket win over Sri Lanka

Australia's Travis Head (3R) celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Sri Lanka's Lasith
Embuldeniya (not pictured) during the third day of first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and
Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 1.

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 01 (PTI):

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu
crashed out in the
women's singles quarterfi-
nals of the Malaysia Open
Super 750 badminton after
losing to nemesis Tai Tzu
Ying of Chinese Taipei in
a hard-fought three-game
contest here on Friday.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
squandered a game lead to
lose 13-21 21-15 21-13 to the
second seed Tai Tzu, a sil-
ver medallist at the Tokyo
Olympics.

By virtue of the win, the
Chinese Taipei shuttler ex-
tended her domination
over the Indian ace, lead-
ing 16-5 on head-to-head
record. Sindhu has now
lost six matches on the trot
against Tai Tzu.

Sindhu, playing against
drift, made a slow start
and trailed 2-5 in the open-
ing game. But she soon got
her act together and pock-
eted 11 points on the trot to
go into the break leading
11-7.

The Chinese Taipei
shuttler tried to make

comeback into the contest
by playing long rallies but
Sindhu was upto the task
to pocket the opening
game.

Sindhu started the sec-
ond game brightly but her
fancied rival dominated
the proceedings after the
early exchanges to lead 11-
3 at the break.

Tai Tzu continued in the
same vein after the change
of ends and extended her
lead to 14-3 before Sindhu
relied on her powerful
smashes to reduce the
deficit to 17-15.

Tai Tzu, however, re-
grouped quickly and pock-
eted the next four points to
draw level in the contest.

Birmingham, Jul 01 (PTI):

"Jasprit Bumrah, the
match-winning pace
bowler" will be required
way more than "Jasprit
Bumrah, the captain" dur-
ing the ongoing one-off
Test match against
England, feels India's head
coach Rahul Dravid.

Bumrah on Friday, be-
came the 36th player to lead
India in Test cricket and
only the second pacer-cap-
tain after legendary Kapil
Dev.

"Just relax, we need you
more as a bowler than as
captain," that's exactly
what Dravid told the young
skipper, after it became
clear that Rohit Sharma
won't be available for this
game. "I've had a couple of
conversations with him in
the last few days to tell him
to just relax. We need you
more as bowler rather than
as a captain," Dravid told
the official broadcasters
Sony. "I think he is a very
thoughtful individual, un-
derstands the game very
well. Also, he commands
the respect of the team,
which is very important as
a leader," he added. The last
pacer-captain that India

had was Kapil Dev, who
was removed from captain-
cy in 1987. Since then, India
has never had a speed mer-
chant leading the team in
traditional cricket.

"Bowling changes, field
changes obviously will
only get better with time.
It's a new challenge. It's not
easy for a fast bowler to
captain, he's got to think
about his own bowling too.

"Captaincy is something
that you'll get better at as
you do it more," Dravid
added.

Amstelveen , Jul 01 (PTI):

Experienced Indian
women's hockey team for-
ward Vandana Katariya
said being consistent in
each quarter of every
match will be key to the
team's success in the World
Cup, which starts on Friday.

The tournament begins
with the match between co-
hosts Spain and Canada in
Terrassa, Spain.

India will open their cam-
paign against England in
pool B here on Sunday.

"Each match in the group
stage will be crucial and we
cannot take any team easy.
The most important aspect
for us is to be consistent in

every single quarter and be
the best we can without
worrying too much about
the opponent.

"This is something we
have learnt over the years
and it has really worked for
us," Vandana said.

After England, India will
play China on July 5, fol-
lowed by a match against
New Zealand on July 7.

"We have played practice
matches against Chile and
Ireland. Both were very
good as we were able to
practice some tactical
moves for the upcoming
games and were able to get
used to the field which is al-
ways easier when you train
on it," explained Vandana.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympian
wrestler Deepak Punia
will join compatriot and
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia
for training at the
Michigan University in
the United States ahead
of the 2022
Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham.

The Union Sports
Ministry's Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) will be providing
the financial assistance
for the two athletes to
carry out their training,
travel, daily costs and

boarding for the camp at
Michigan University,
scheduled till July 30.

"Dr Anand, Bajrang's
physiotherapist will also
be attending to Deepak
during the foreign camp,"
said SAI in a release.

The training stint in
USA will be helpful for
preparation for the
Commonwealth Games
and upcoming major
competitions like the
World Championships in
Oregon.

"Both Bajrang and
Deepak are now waiting
for UK Visa and shortly
they will depart for USA,"
it added.

Need to be consistent in
every quarter, says India

striker Vandana

Need Bumrah more as bowler
than as a captain: Dravid

Sindhu loses to nemesis Tai
Tzu Ying, exits Malaysia Open

Taiwan's Tai Tzu Ying reacts after winning against India's Pusarla
V. Sindhu during their women's double quarter-final match at
Malaysia Open badminton tournament at Bukit Jalil Axiata Arena
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Deepak Punia to join Bajrang
Punia in US training camp

Fearless Pant scripts India's fightback
with superb half-century

James Anderson 

Neeraj Chopra 
finishes 2nd in

Stockholm
Diamond League

SSttoocckkhhoollmm,,  JJuull    0011  ((PPTTII)):: Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra clinched his first
top-3 finish at the prestigious Diamond League Meeting with a national
record-shattering effort but missed the 90m mark by a whisker in a star-stud-
ded field here on Thursday. The 24-year-old Chopra opened with a stunning
throw of 89.94m, just 6cm shy of the 90m mark, the gold standard in the
world of javelin throw and that effort eventually turned out to be his best. 

Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Assam Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has
filed a defamation
case against Delhi

Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia for levelling base-
less corruption charges
against him in connec-
tion with the supply of
PPE kits at "higher than
market rates" to National
Health Mission authori-
ties during the first wave
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Sarma's advocate said
on Friday.

The case has been reg-
istered in the court of
chief judicial magistrate,
Kamrup Rural, on
Thursday and listed on
July 22 for initial deposi-
tion by the complainant,

he said. The case pertains
to the allegation of supply
of PPE kits at higher than
market rates during the
first wave of COVID-19 to
National Health Mission
(NHM), Assam, by JCB
Industries, which is co-
owned by Sarma's wife
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

Bhuyan Sarma had
also filed a Rs 100-crore
defamation case against
Sisodia at the court of
Civil Judge No 1 of
Kamrup Metropolitan
district on June 21, over
the same allegations
made by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader.

Manish Sisodia had lev-
elled corruption charges
against Himanta Biswa
Sarma at a press confer-
ence in New Delhi on
June 4. He had specifical-

ly claimed that NHM had
procured PPE kits at in-
flated rates from a compa-
ny co-owned by Sarma's
wife during his tenure as
the state's health minister
in 2020, Sarma's advocate
Devojit Saikia said.

Saikia maintained that
the JCB Industries did
not participate in any bid
to supply PPE kits to
NHM, Assam, nor did it
raise any bill. At that time
(March 2020), the NHM,
Assam, had requested for
PPE kits to fight the pan-
demic which had just
started. The JCB
Industries gave about
1500 PPE kits but it was
not under any contract. It
was part of their
Corporate Social
Responsibility activities,
he asserted.

Woman upset after
fight with husband

gives poison to
three kids

Dhar, Jul 01 (PTI): A 35-
year-old woman in Dhar in
Madhya Pradesh allegedly
administered poison to her
three children and then con-
sumed it herself after an al-
tercation with her husband
on phone, resulting in the
death of two children, a po-
lice official said on Friday.

The incident took place
on Thursday evening in Kod
village, some 45 kilometres
from the district headquar-
ters, Superintendent of
Police Aditya Pratap Singh
told PTI. "Mamta Bai mixed
poison meant to kill rats in
water and gave it to her
children Sakshi (8), Pari (7)
and Kunal (3). She then con-
sumed it herself.
Neighbours rushed them to
a nearby hospital from
where they were taken to a
medical facility in Ratlam,"
he said.

Women carry goods in polythene bags despite the governments ban on the manufac-
ture, sale and use of single-use plastics, in Gurugram, Friday.

NO EFFECT OF BAN

Killers used bike with
number ‘2611’

Udaipur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The motorcycle used for
escape by the killers of an
Udaipur tailor had "2611" as
its registration number, a
possible reference to the
Mumbai terror attacks in
2008. Serial terror attacks
in Mumbai took place on
November 26 and referred
to as 26/11 in general. Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad had fled after
brutally hacking tailor
Kanhaiya Lal to death in
Udaipur on June 28.

Akhtari had paid Rs 1000
to obtain the number of his
choice for the motorcycle
which he had bought in
March 2013, officials said.
The accused were caught in

the Bhim area by the
Rajsamand police hours
after the incident. "The reg-
istration number of the
bike on which they were
fleeing was RJ 27 AS 2611.
The motorcycle was hand-
ed over to the SIT for fur-
ther action," SHO of Bhim
police station said.

Udaipur RTO Prabhu Lal
Bamniya said the motorcy-
cle was issued in the name
of Riaz Akhtari and a fee of
Rs 1,000 was paid for secur-
ing the number in March
2013. On November 26, 2008,
10 Pakistani terrorists ar-
rived at Mumbai by sea
route and opened fire indis-
criminately at people,
killing 166, including 18 se-
curity personnel.

Odisha-based ITI makes
chariot using scrap materials
Berhampur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The Berhampur
Industrial Training
Institute in Odisha,
which has become a
trendsetter in using
waste articles to create
sculptures and artefacts,
has made a chariot
using scrap materials,
an official said on
Friday.

The chariot, which
weighs around 600 kg,
has a height of 12.5 feet
and measures 7 feet each
in width and length, he
said. It was installed in
the institute's open-air
scrap material park dur-
ing the day on the occa-
sion of Ratha Jatra.

Artefacts of two par-
rots and as many horses
are also installed in the
chariot, like in the

Nandighosh -- the chari-
ot of Lord Jagannath,
Berhampur ITI princi-
pal Rajat Panigrahy
said.

The parrots and hors-
es were also made of
waste materials.

Several students and
teachers of various de-
partments, including
welding and painting of
the institute, worked for
around a fortnight to
make the chariot from
scrap materials, he said.

The open-air scrap
park on the campus of
the institute was dotted
with several giant sculp-
tures-all made of scrap
and automobile waste
materials.

Around 35 sculptures
have already been in-
stalled in the park, an of-
ficial of the institute.

NDFB chief Ranjan
Daimary acquitted 

Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

A TADA court here has
acquitted founder chair-
man of now-disbanded
National Democratic Front
of Bodoland (NDFB),
Ranjan Daimary, in a case of
murdering six members of
a family in 1992 in Assam
due to lack of evidence, his
lawyer said on Friday.
Daimary is already serving
life sentence after being
convicted in a case relating
to the 2008 serial bomb
blasts in Assam. His advo-
cate Manas Sarania told PTI
that the TADA court has ac-
quitted Daimary in a case
taken up by it in 2000. It per-
tains to the killing of six
people of a family in
Udalguri district in 1992.
One Dharma-kanta Boro

was initially
f a c i n g
charges in
the case.
D a i m a r y
was includ-
ed in the
trial since
2011, Sarania said. The
court finally acquitted
Daimary and Boro in the
case on Thursday as no evi-
dence could be presented
against him, the advocate
added. Boro was already out
on bail, Sarania said. The
advocate said Daimary is
now facing trial in two
cases, including the 2008 se-
rial bomb blasts. A special
CBI court in January 2019
convicted 15 people in the
serial blasts case, of whom
10 people were given life im-
prisonment.

Assam flood situation grim, 29 lakh affected
Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Assam's flood situation
remained grim on Friday
with eight more people los-
ing their lives in the last 24
hours and over 29 lakh still
affected, officials said. Most
parts of Cachar district
headquarters, Silchar, were
still waterlogged, they said.
The death toll due to floods
and landslides this year in-
creased to 159, while one
person was reported miss-
ing, taking the cumulative
number to 36, according to
a bulletin issued by the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA).

An inter-ministerial cen-
tral team (IMCT) of the
Union Home Ministry is in
the state and planned to
visit some flood-affected

areas during the day and
also on Saturday. The team
has been divided into two
groups with one visiting
Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj and the other
going to Nalbari, Bajali,
Kamrup and Morigaon to
assess the damage caused

by the floods, according to
a press release.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma went to
Karimganj, his third visit
to the Barak Valley in the
last ten days, to review the
situation there. He visited
the relief camp at Subhas

High School, Kalibari and
Gopikanagar in the dis-
trict. The chief minister
had earlier made two visits
to Silchar and conducted
an aerial survey of the sub-
merged town.

Several parts of Silchar,
including Meherpur,
Vivekananda Road, Das
Colony, Ambicapatty,
Church Road,
Chandicharan Road,
Bilpar, Public School Road,
Subhash Nagar and NS
Avenue areas, remained
under floodwater.

Deputy Commissioner
Keerthi Jalli said work is
going on to repair the dam-
aged portion of the dyke
breached at Bethukundi
which led to the waterlog-
ging in the town. Work is
also underway to repair
the damaged dyke at

Barjuri in Katigorah rev-
enue circle of Cachar dis-
trict, she said.

She said a priority is
being given to reach the af-
fected people with drink-
ing water and food, while
medical camps are being
set up by the health depart-
ment in all the 28 munici-
pal wards to ensure the
prevention of water-borne
diseases.

Meanwhile, 2,608 villages
under 75 revenue circles
have been affected by the
deluge across the state,
while 3,05,565 people have
taken shelter in 551 relief
camps, according to the
bulletin.Relief materials
were distributed from 355
delivery points among
flood-hit people who have
not taken shelters in the
temporary facilities.

Two die

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  JULY  02,  2022

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Himanta files defamation
case against Sisodia 

Artists perform a dance during the Shimla Book Fair at Ridge, in Shimla, Friday.

TRADITIONAL DANCE FORM

MP CM takes swipe at Kamal Nath 

Jabalpur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has taken a dig
at state Congress presi-
dent and his predecessor
Kamal Nath over the col-
lapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment in neighbouring
Maharashtra.

He said that while the
Congress had sent Nath to
Maharashtra on the mis-
sion of saving the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment comprising Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress
following a rebellion with-
in the Sena, the attempt
proved futile as the
Thackeray-led dispensa-
tion finally collapsed just
the way Nath had to step
down from his chief min-
ister's position in March

2020.
Talking to re-

porters here on
Thursday night
about the develop-
ments in the neigh-
bouring state,
Chouhan said in
reference to Nath,
"Hum to doobe hain
sanam, tumko bhi
le doobenge. Aur
wo hi kiya, bichare
Uddhav bhi chale gaye (We
are already sunk darling,
but we'll take you with us.
And it so happened that
poor fellow Uddhav also
went away)."

"The Congress is also
strange! Someone who
could not save his own
government was sent to
rescue the one in
M a h a r a s h t r a . . . T h e
Congress never stops
amazing us. There is only

one 'Nath' (master), all oth-
ers are 'anath' (orphan).
The rest of the Congress is
orphan," he added.

The Congress had de-
puted Nath as the AICC
observer in Maharashtra
after Shiv Sena leader
Eknath Shinde rebelled
against his party along
with a group of party
MLAs and independent
legislators, pushing the
Uddhav Thackery-led gov-
ernment to the brink of

collapse.
Days after the

r e b e l l i o n ,
Thackeray re-
signed as the
chief minister on
Wednesday. A day
after his resigna-
tion, Shinde took
oath as the chief
minister, while
senior BJP leader

Devendra Fadnavis was
sworn-in as his deputy.

Nath had to step down
as Madhya Pradesh chief
minister in 2020 after 22
MLAs, most of them loyal
to Jyotiraditya Scidia, re-
signed from the state
Assembly, reducing the
Congress to a minority
with 92 legislators in the
230-member House. The
development paved the
way for the return of the
saffron party in the state

at the helm after a 15-
month rule of the
Congress.

The Congress rebels, in-
cluding their leader
Scindia, were later induct-
ed into the BJP. These
turncoats contested the as-
sembly by polls with most
of them winning it.

Most of these legislators
were rewarded with plum
portfolios in the Chouhan
cabinet, while Scindia was
appointed as the Civil
Aviation Minister in the
reshuffle of the Union cab-
inet.

In March this year, 63-
year-old Chouhan
achieved the distinction of
being the longest-serving
BJP chief minister, break-
ing the record held till
then by former
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Raman Singh.

Over collapse of Uddhav govt in Maha

A damaged road due to floods in Karimganj district, Friday.

1992 Murder Case

SAD to back Murmu 
in presidential polls

Chandigarh, Jul 01 (PTI):
The BJP's former ally
Shiromani Akali Dal on Friday
said it will support NDA can-
didate Droupadi Murmu in
the presidential elections.
The decision was taken by
the party a day after BJP
president J P Nadda reached
out to SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal to seek support
for Murmu. 

The SAD had snapped ties
with the BJP over the now-
withdrawn farm laws.
Addressing the media here,
Badal said, "We have unani-
mously decided to support
Droupadi Murmu for the post
of the President." Citing is-
sues of farm laws and the re-
lease of Sikh prisoners, Badal
said his party has "many dif-
ferences with the BJP" but
the SAD always worked for
the poor and weaker section
of society.

Over corruption charges
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Bullet train project to ride 
out Maha roadblocks

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The change of govern-
ment in Maharashtra may
fasttrack the bullet train
project with railway offi-
cials expecting a land ac-
quisition file stuck on the
state's chief minister's
desk to move now, a petrol
pump to be shifted to build
a tunnel, and a back-and-
forth over payment for a
"prime land" settled.

The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
corridor is being built at
an estimated cost of Rs 1.1
trillion and will have 12
stations in Maharashtra
and Gujarat. The officials
said 432 hectares of land is
needed in Maharashtra for

the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
project, but implementing
agency National High
Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) has ac-
quired 312 hectares till
now, and struggling to get
the rest primarily due to
the stalling tactics of the
state.

For instance, they said,
the NHSRCL had to cancel
tenders floated in
November 2019 for the con-
struction of the under-
ground terminus at the
Bandra Kurla Complex as
the state government al-
legedly failed to handover
the 4.88-hectare land it had
promised at the BKC.

Sources said the state
asked for Rs 3,500 crore for
the "prime land", and de-
manded this money be ad-
justed against the equity

contribution of Rs 5000
crore of the state's share of
the project. Sources said
the NHSRCL had given 11
extensions after tenders
were floated hoping the
state will release the land.

"This was non-nego-
tiable as the cost of the
project would have signifi-
cantly increased if we
agreed to give the pay-
ment," an official said.
"The Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) which is funding
the project is paying for all
construction, rolling stock
and signalling and not for
the day to day expenses of
the project," he said.

Also, a BPCL petrol
pump on the BKC site has
not been moved despite
been given an alternative
site, the officials said.

Another roadblock is is
small parcel of about 3.92
hectare of land in Vikroli
needed for the 21-km un-
dersea tunnel between
Thane and Virar. Sources
said a tender for construct-
ing the tunnel was also
cancelled because of the
non-availability of this
land.

However, the most signif-
icant bottleneck came from
former chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray's office
as the file on 95 hectare of
forest land to be used for the
project remained stuck
there, the sources said.
They said the approval did
not come through despite
the fact that the NHSRCL
has already paid the
amount mandatory under
the compensatory afforesta-
tion rules.

̈̈ After change in govt



Accounts of three Chinese nationals frozen
Raipur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Cryptocurrency
trading wallet ac-
counts registered in
the name of three
Chinese nationals,

containing Rs 4 crore,
were frozen by cryptocur-
rency exchange Binance,
following a request by the
police in Chhattisgarh's
Rajnandgaon district in
connection with a fraud,
an official said on Friday.

The action was taken
based on a complaint
lodged by one Dr
Abhishek Pal, a resident of
Rajnandgaon, who alleged
that he had lost Rs 81 lakh
after a Chinese woman
lured him into investing in
a cryptocurrency scheme

by promising him three-
fold returns, the official
said.

The preliminary investi-
gation revealed that the
complainant had fallen
prey to Chinese-origin
'Sha Zhu Pan', which
translates to a pig butcher-
ing scam aka romance
scam, under which fraud-
sters spend months culti-
vating a relationship with
their targets before con-
vincing them to invest in
bogus investment
schemes, said Santosh
Singh, Rajnandgaon
Superintendent of Police
told PTI.

A police team led by city
superintendent of police
(CSP) Gaurav Rai was
tasked with investigating

the case, he added. Pal had
gotten acquainted with a
person named Ana Li
from Hong Kong on a so-
cial networking site. On
her recommendation, he
had invested $35,000, ap-
proximately Rs 26 lakh, in
a trading app. Later the
money grew to $107,825.
The victim could not with-
draw the money even after
depositing taxes as told by
the fraudster, the official
said, quoting the com-
plaint. Further probe re-
vealed that the social
media handle in the name
of Ana Li was a bogus ac-
count and it had used pic-
tures of a Taiwan-based
Instagram star. The ac-
count was created to cheat
people, he said.

Mishap
SSeehhoorree:: Three women
were killed and seven
others injured when their
car rammed into a sta-
tionary truck on Indore-
Bhopal Highway in
Madhya Pradesh's
Sehore district on Friday,
police said. The victims
were on their way to a
Shiva temple at
Kubereshwar Dham in
the district after attend-
ing a wedding in Indore,
an official said. 

Landslide
MMuummbbaaii:: A landslide
occurred near an under-
construction building
close to Haji Ali area in
the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday, but
there was no report of
any injury to any person
or damage to any struc-
ture, a BMC official said.
It took place near
Pedder Road, an official
said, adding that a foot-
path close to a hillock in
the vicinity has also
developed a crack.

Bomb explodes 
PPaattnnaa:: A crude bomb
went off inside the
crowded Civil Court
premises here on Friday,
injuring a police officer
who had brought the
explosive for investiga-
tion purpose. The sub-
inspector of police has
hurt his arm but is out of
danger, said Sabiul Haq,
the SHO of the Pirbahore
police station under
which the site of the inci-
dent falls.

Detained
JJaammmmuu:: A man allegedly
involved in terror and
anti-India activities has
been slapped with the
Public Safety Act and
detained by the police in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district on Friday,
officials said.
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Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi with veteran Bollywood
actor Randhir Kapoor during
the 5th Global Film Tourism
Conclave, organised by PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, in Mumbai, Friday.
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Puri, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Vibrant celebrations and
colourful processions
marked the first day of
Ratha Jatra in Puri, with po-
litical leaders and other dig-
nitaries descending on the
roads of the temple town to
pay obeisance to the Trinity,
along with a sea of rev-
ellers.

Odisha Governor
Ganeshi Lal, Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik, Union min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan

and Orissa High Court
Chief Justice Dr

Muralidhar were among
those who were seen pulling
the Nandighosh chariot of
Lord Jagannath, amid lakhs
of devotees who blew conch
shells and chanted Hari bol'.
Patnaik, who returned from
his 11-day tour to Italy and

Dubai early morning,
rushed to Puri for darshan'
of the divine siblings -- Lord
Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra. He waved to the
crowd as people cheered for
him. The Grand Trunk
Road adjoining the temple
came alive with celebra-
tions as emotion and enthu-
siasm were palpable among
the devotees, Patnaik said
on Twitter. Pradhan, too,
took to the microblogging
platform to say that Rath
Jatra was all about univer-
sal love and humanity .

Mumbai/Panaji, Jul 01 (PTI):

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on
Friday questioned the BJP's
decision to install a "so-
called Shiv Sainik" as
Maharashtra chief minister
when it did not keep its 2019
promise of rotating the top
post and slammed the new
government's move to relo-
cate a Mumbai Metro car
shed to green belt of Aarey
Colony, reversing a key deci-
sion of the previous regime.

In his first public com-
ments after stepping down
as chief minister on June
29, Thackeray took on the
former ally BJP and ac-
cused it of not honouring
what he claimed was an un-
derstanding between him
and Union minister Amit
Shah to rotate the CM's post

between the two saffron par-
ties after the 2019 Assembly
polls.

A day after taking over as
Deputy Chief Minister, BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis,
who first announced not to
join the Eknath Shinde-led
government only to relent
later, was conspicuous by his
absence during a celebration
held at the party's state head-
quarters. The programme at
the party office in south
Mumbai was meant to cele-
brate its return to power in

Maharashtra after two-and-
half years following the col-
lapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led MVA govern-
ment.

Bengaluru, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on
Friday successfully carried
out the maiden flight of the
indigenously developed un-
manned aircraft at
Chitradurga, Karnataka.

Operating in a fully au-
tonomous mode, the aircraft
exhibited a perfect flight
and a smooth touchdown,
an official press release said.

The flight marked a major
milestone in proving critical
technologies towards devel-
opment of future un-
manned aircraft and is a sig-
nificant step towards self-re-
liance in such strategic de-
fence technologies, the state-
ment read. The unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) is de-

signed and developed by the
Aeronautical Development
Establishment (ADE),
Bengaluru, a premier re-
search laboratory of DRDO,
the statement said.

It is powered by a small
turbofan engine. The air-
frame, undercarriage and
entire flight control and
avionics systems used for
the aircraft were indige-
nously developed, according
to the press release.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has congratulated
DRDO for its feat, said the
statement.

It is a major achievement
towards autonomous air-
craft and would pave the
way for Aatmanirbhar
Bharat' in terms of critical
military systems, Singh was
quoted as saying.

Mumbai, Jul 01 (PTI): 

First-time Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MLA
Rahul Narvekar on Friday
filed his nomination as the
party candidate for the post
of Maharashtra Assembly
speaker, election for which, if
required, will be held on July
3.

The Congress, which was
part of the erstwhile Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment, sought to know how
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari can allow the
Speaker's election now when
he did not give consent for
the process when the Shiv
Sena-led alliance was in
power. A communique is-
sued by the state legislature

secretariat to the Assembly
members said the election to
the post of the Speaker of
the House will be held on
July 3. Nominations for the
post will be accepted till 12
noon on July 2.

Narvekar, the MLA from
Colaba Assembly constituen-
cy in Mumbai, filed the nom-
ination for the post of
Assembly Speaker, an offi-
cial said. Election for the
post, if needed, will be held
on July 3, when a special two-
day session of the Assembly,
called to allow the new
Eknath Shinde-led govern-
ment to prove its majority,
begins. The opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance is yet to announce its
candidate for the position,
which has been lying vacant
since Congress MLA Nana
Patole resigned from the post
in February last year.

Sukma, Jul 01: 

A naxal carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head was killed in an en-
counter with security per-
sonnel in insurgency-af-
fected Sukma district on
Friday, police said.

The gun-battle took
place in the forest of
Borapara under Gadiras
police station's jurisdic-
tion when a team of the
police's District Reserve
Guard (DRG) was out for
patrolling, said a senior of-
ficial.

After the rebels fled
from the spot, the body of
a naxal was found in the
area, he said.

The slain man was iden-
tified as Kamlesh, a mem-
ber of the Malenger Area

Committee which comes
under the Darbha Division
of the banned CPI
Maoists, the official said.

He was carrying a cash
reward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head, the official added.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

spoke with Russian President

Vladimir Putin on Friday during

which he reiterated India's long-

standing position on the Ukraine

situation, favouring dialogue and

diplomacy. During their tele-

phonic conversation, the two

leaders reviewed the implemen-

tation of the decisions taken dur-

ing President Putin's visit to

India in December 2021, a state-

ment from the Prime Minister's

Office said. In particular, they

exchanged ideas on how bilateral

trade in agricultural goods, fertil-

izers and pharma products could

be encouraged further, it said.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

"It is our duty to keep our
nation's health as the first
priority as envisioned by
our prime minister," Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on the oc-
casion of National Doctors'
Day on Friday.

Lauding the medical fra-
ternity for its selfless serv-
ice, Mandaviya, who
chaired the Doctors' Day
Celebration at Lady
Hardinge Medical College,
said, "Our physicians and

medical professionals have
played a crucial role in our
lives. Celebrating this day
on July 1 every year is one
such effort to recognise
their immense role."

As part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav to cele-
brate India's 75th year of
Independence, Mandaviya
said the government is also
felicitating stalwarts from
the medical fraternity, who
are more than 75 years old,
for their dedication and
contribution, a health min-
istry statement said.
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The action was taken based
on a complaint lodged by one
Dr Abhishek Pal, a resident of
Rajnandgaon, who alleged
that he had lost Rs 81 lakh
after a Chinese woman lured
him into investing in a cryp-
tocurrency scheme by prom-
ising him three-fold returns,
the official said. The prelimi-
nary investigation revealed
that the complainant had fall-
en prey to Chinese-origin
'Sha Zhu Pan', which trans-
lates to a pig butchering
scam aka romance scam,
under which fraudsters spend
months cultivating a relation-
ship with their targets before
convincing them to invest in
bogus investment schemes.

About the case

Naxal with Rs 5 lakh bounty killed

The gun-battle took place in the forest of Borapara under
Gadiras police station's jurisdiction when a team of the police's
District Reserve Guard (DRG) was out for patrolling.After the
rebels fled from the spot, the body of a naxal was found in the
area.The slain man was identified as Kamlesh, a member of the
Malenger Area Committee which comes under the Darbha
Division of the banned CPI Maoists.

About the incident

Modi dials Putin,
reiterates position

on Ukraine

Nation’s health,
first priority: Govt

MLA Narvekar is BJP
nominee for speaker post
̈ Cong asks why

hold election now

Shinde not a ‘Shiv Sena CM’: Uddhav
̈ Sees red in Metro car

shed in green belt

Former Maha chief minister
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray

during a press conference at Shiv
Sena Bhavan, in Mumbai, Friday.

DRDO’s autonomous
plane’s maiden flight

‘successful’
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Guv, CM pull Lord Jagannath’s chariot
̈ Amid sea of

devotees

Devotees throng the 
chariots of Lord Jagannath,

Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra during
the annual Rath Yatra of

Lord Jagannath which 
commenced amid tight
security, in Puri, Friday.

The day-old Shiv Sena-BJP
government in Maharashtra
will face the floor test on July
4, an official said on Friday.
BJP MLA Rahul Narvekar filed
the nomination on Friday for
the post of Assembly Speaker,
the official said. Election for
the post, if needed, will be
held on July 3, when the spe-
cial two-day session of the
House begins, he said.
The position has been vacant
since Nana Patole of Congress
resigned from the post in
February last year. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde will
table a motion of confidence in
the Assembly on July 4, the
official, a senior functionary in
Vidhan Bhawan, said.

Shinde to face floor
test on Jul 04
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Bhilai, Jul 01: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has selected ten major
roads of the city located in
the north side of the
Railway Lines. This deci-
sion was taken during the
Mayor - in - Council meet-
ing held on Thursday.
Mayor Neeraj Pal chaired
the meeting in the pres-
ence of Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi.

In a significant move,
the Mayor - in - Council
has taken an important
decision in the direction
of beautification of the
roads. Ten important
roads of the city will be
beautified with the
Mayor's fund. BMC will
spend about Rs 2.25 crore.

Keeping in mind the
city development and the
facilities of the citizens,
the Mayor has taken an
important decision to
beautify the city with his
own funds. Along with
this, major roads will be
rejuvenated for the con-

venience of commuters
and common citizens.

Most of the roads con-
nect the inner areas of
Bhilai city to the National
Highway. These roads will
be developed at par with
the roads of metro cities.
In the first phase, the
roads from Supela Chowk
to Rajendra Prasad
Chowk and Nehru Nagar
Chowk to Surya Mall
Chowk will be rejuvenat-
ed. Attractive lighting,
landscaping, fountain
and parking etc will be
arranged along the roads.

People passing through
these roads will have a
different view during the

day and the night as well.
Thousands of people use
these roads every day.
These roads witness
heavy traffic throughout
the day. Mayor and his
council have decided to
beautify these roads. The
roads will be beautified
like a hi-tech city.

Apart from this, other
topics were also discussed
in the meeting.
Discussion was held on
the development of the
Civic Center Chowpatty.
Civic Center, the heart of
the city, will get a facelift
and will become more at-
tractive. BMC gave ap-
proval for this project

also.
Mayor - in - Council

members Laxmipati
Raju, Ekansh Banchore,
Shiju Anthony, Sandeep
Nirankari, Saket
Chandrakar, Neha Sahu,
Meera Banjare, Malti
Thakur, Keshav Choubey,
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Lal Chand Verma and
Mannan Ghaffar Khan as
well as Zone
Commissioners Amitabh
Sharma, Yesha Lahre and
Pooja Pillay, Secretary
Jeevan Verma, Mayor's
personal secretary Wasim
Khan, Sharad Dubey,
Dilip Kuruve and Ajay
Shukla were present.
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Bhilai, Jul 01: Steel
Employees Union (INTUC)
and Ispat Shramik Manch
have officially entered into
an alliance for the upcom-
ing representative trade
union election of Bhilai
Steel Plant. The official
declaration was made by
INTUC General Secretary
Sanjay Singh at INTUC
Office in Sector 4.

The alliance will contest
election under the banner
of INTUC. With this, they
formally started cam-
paigning for the upcoming

election. The union has
promised to provide ar-
rears of 39 months of the
wage revision. The union
is also making promises
over the issues of non-ex-
ecutive promotion policy,
respectable designation
for diploma engineers, etc.
Ispat Shramik Manch
Working President Sheikh
Mehmood, Senior Vice
President RD Deshlehra,
Tameshwar Thakur and
INTUC General Secretary
SK Baghel, Sanjay sahu,
Vansh Bahadur Singh,
Puran Verma and others
were present.
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Bhilai, Jul 01: A silent
march was taken out by
Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti on Friday in
protest of the brutal mur-
der of Kanhaiyyalal in in
Udaipur, Rajasthan. They
submitted a memorandum
to the police officials. The
memorandum addressed
to the District Collector,
demanded capital punish-
ment for the killers.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on June 28,
Kanhaiyalal was murdered
on Taliban lines by Riyaz
Akhtari and Ghaus
Mohammad in Udaipur,
Rajasthan.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey

said that social harmony
has deteriorated due to the
incident carried out by the
culprits Riyaz Akhtari and
Ghaus Mohammad in
Udaipur on June 28.

There is a lot of resent-
ment among the people.

Efforts are being made to
create an atmosphere of
fear. Pandey said that they
are protesting against this
incident carried out on the
lines of Taliban. They took
out a silent march and paid
tributes to Late

Kanhaiyalal.
He added that the com-

mittee demands from the
concerned state govern-
ment and the central gov-
ernment, that Riyaz
Akhtari and Ghaus
Mohammad should be
given capital punishment
at the earliest.

Committee's State
General Secretary
Buddhan Thakur, Working
President Praveen Pandey,
Vishnu Pathak, Rinku
Sahu, Arun Singh, Dilip
Kesharwani, Mukesh
Singh, Dharmendra Singh,
Sunny Pandey, Gajendra
Yadav, Akash Thakur and
other members of Shri
Ram Janmotsav Samiti
members and common
people participated in the
march.
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Bhilai, Jul 01: On Friday,
different factions of
Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha took out a rally and
paid tributes to the mar-
tyred workers at Power
House Railway Station.
They commemorated the
martyred workers who
were killed in a firing inci-
dent which occurred on
July 01, 1992.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a large number of
labourers were staging
protests demanding fair
wages and better condi-
tions of work in Bhilai.
They were further demand-
ing justice for the murder
of the late labour leader
Shankar Guha Niyogi. On
July 01, 1992, thousands

were sitting in protest on
the railway line in Power
House when police opened
fire. 17 workers were killed
and many others seriously
injured. Every year, to com-
memorate the struggle of
these martyred workers
and all those who partici-
pated in the labour move-

ment, the Chhattisgarh
Mukti Morcha holds a rally
and stages protest in Power
House. Later they took out
a procession which con-
cluded at Niyogi Square
where a public rally was
held. CMM leaders ad-
dressed the labourers at
this rally.

MS Raghukumar elected
BMG President

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: The 65th
Annual General Body
Meeting of BMG (Bhilai
Malayala Grantshala)
Sector-6 unanimously
elected MS Raghukumar
as President. Sajeev
Sudhakaran was elected
Vice President, Reji Alex
was elected General
Secretary, PC Anian was
elected Treasurer and G
Suresh Kumar, VV
Mohandas, Ullas Sakaria

and KR
P r a k a s h a n
were elected
as Secret-
aries for the
year 2022-24.
The meeting
was presided
over by BMG
o u t g o i n g

president PGR Pillai.
General Secretary M
Valsakumar presented the
annual report and
Treasurer SR Unnithan
presented the annual ac-
counts. The Annual
General Body Meeting dis-
cussed all the developmen-
tal works of BMG and con-
veyed best wishes to the
newly elected office bear-
ers and assured full coop-
eration. Vice President TP
Gopa Kumar proposed the
vote of thanks.

Deities undertake journey to Gundicha Temple
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: The devo-
tees in the twin city
thronged at the Jagannath
temples to celebrate the
chariot festival or the Rath
Yatra of Lord Jagannath.

Richly decorated chari-
ots, resembling temple
structures, were pulled
through the streets of Steel
City on Friday commemo-
rating the annual journey
of Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balarama, and their sister
Subhadra to their aunt's
temple, the Gundicha
Temple which is situated at
some distance from their
temple.

Jagannath Samiti,
Sector 4 organised the
main celebrations on the
occasion. As per the tradi-

tion, new chariots are built
every year. The Rath Yatra
of Jagannath Samiti began
from Shri Shri Jagannath
Temple at Sector 4 and
reached Gundicha Temple,
temporarily constructed at
Sector 10.

Devotees from across the
city participated in the
yatra with an earnest de-

sire to help pull Lords'
chariot with the help of
other priests pulling the
chariots with ropes.

They consider this a
pious deed and risk their
lives in the huge crowd.
The huge processions ac-
companying the chariots
play devotional songs with
drums, tambourines, trum-

pets etc.
Former Vidhan Sabha

Speaker Prem Prakash
Pandey performed the
pious ritual of "Chera
Panhara", which is per-
formed by the King at
Puri.

A day prior to the Rath
Yatra, i.e. on June 29, Netra
Utsav was celebrated at

Lord Jagannath Temples
in the city. Devotees
thronged to pay obeisance
to the deities, who gave
'darshan' after fifteen days.

The rituals of "Netra
Utsav" were performed by
the priests. After a dura-
tion of fifteen days, the
doors of Lord Jagannath
Temple were opened on

the day. Rituals of havan,
pujan, mangal dhwani and
ghantavadan were per-
formed.

Committee office bear-
ers - President Virendra
Satpathi; General
Secretary Satyawan
Nayak, Basant Pradhan,
Anaam Nahak, D Trinath,
Bhim Swai, Trinath Sahu,
BC Biswal, Sushant
Satpathi, Vridavan Swai,
Prakash Das, Kalu Behra,
Niranjan Maharana,
Ranjan Mahapatra, SC
Patro, BK Sahu, Kavi
Biswal, Ramesh Kumar
Nayak, Seemanchal Behra,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Santosh Dalai, Shankar
Dalai, Prakash Swai and
Kailash Patro made signif-
icant efforts to make the
celebration successful.

Chhattisgarh Mukti Morcha 
commemorates martyred workers 
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Bhilai, Jul 01: The inau-
gural edition of a special
3-day Leadership
Development Program
for Non-Executives titled
'KarmVeer' was success-
fully conducted by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's HRD
Department from June 27

to 29, 2022 at HRDC,
Bhilai.

The target population
for this special interven-
tion was a cross-section
of National awardees
(Shram/Vishwakarma)
of BSP. This program
was designed as well as
conducted by Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD&BE)

and Amulya Priyadarshi,
GM (HRD). It consisted of
many innovative group
tasks and inputs on indi-
vidual Leadership devel-
opment.

On the concluding day,
SPS Jaggi, ex-Director
(HR), Shipping
Corporation of India,
was invited to conduct an
interactive session with
the participants, consist-
ing of experience shar-
ing and inputs on
Leadership attributes.

This program received
excellent feedback and
valuable suggestions
from the participants,
who also undertook to
take up new and innova-
tive tasks at their respec-
tive workplaces, after
this training program.

‘Karamveer’ leadership 
programme conducted at HRDC

Shri Ram Janmotsava Samiti 
takes out silent march Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 01: CA Day
2022 was celebrated with
great enthusiasm by the
Commerce Department of
SSV, Sector-10, Bhilai on
Friday. On the occasion, a
function was organized
where eminent CAs were
invited to share their expe-
riences with the com-
merce students of classes
XI and XII. The guest
speakers were CA Nikhil
Baghmar, CA Bharti
Sancheti and CA Ankesh
Patni (Ex Students of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya).

The function started
with the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp by
Principal, SSV, Bipin
Deshmukh and the invited
guests. The dignitaries
were welcomed by Kavita
Sareen, In - Charge,
Commerce Department.

Bouquets were presented
to the guests by Harshita,
Arshdeep, Sruthi and
Astha. CA Bharti Sancheti
and CA Ankesh Patni kept
the students captivated by
sharing glimpses of their
lives and their journey as
a Chartered Accountant.
They motivated the stu-
dents to be focused in their
efforts to attain their ulti-

mate goal in life. CA
Nikhil Bhagmar, in his in-
teraction, apprised the stu-
dents about the innumer-
able opportunities in the
world of commerce.

Principal, SSV, Bipin
Deshmukh, called on the
students to be proud of the
choice of their field and
excel in their endeavours.
The guest speakers were

felicitated by presenting
mementos by the
Principal Bipin
Deshmukh. Harshi
Nirmalkar proposed the
vote of thanks. The pro-
gramme concluded with
the national anthem.
School Management ap-
plauded the efforts put in
by the school in organiz-
ing the function.

SSV celebrates CA Day 

INTUC - Manch alliance
declared officially 

BMC to beautify 10 major roads of the city Farewell accorded to retiring BSP employees
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Bhilai, Jul 01: SAIL-BSP
accorded a warm
Farewell to BSP employ-
ees who are retiring in
June 2022 at a function in
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir on June 30, 2022.
Rajiv Shrivastava, CGM

(CO CCD), Saumya
Tokdar, CGM (BF), NK
Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and
SEFI Chairman,
Pervinder Singh, General
Secretary, OA were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Earlier, Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c

(BSP) had given a farewell
to retiring Executives on
June 28, 2022.

237 employees, includ-
ing 31 Executives and 206
Non-Executives are su-
perannuating in June
2022. 15 employees from
Mines are retiring in
June 2022. The manage-

ment of BSP appreciated
the contribution of the re-
tiring employees and
wished them the best for
their future.

The programme at Kala
Mandir was compered by
Supriyo Sen. Sahee Ram
Jakhad, DGM (SRG) pro-
posed the Vote of Thanks.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  0011::  Four students of St
Thomas College, Bhilai - Rashi
Shrivastava (MSc Maths), Arjun
Arun (BBA), Amisha Singh (BSc
Mathematics) and Komant
Goutam (BSc CS) got selected in
South Indian Bank for the post of
Probationary Clerk. The place-
ment drive was conducted online
by the Training and Placement

Cell of St Thomas College.
Students faced a tough competi-
tion and by qualifying Group
Discussion, Written Examination
and Interview they scored high-
est marks and got placement.

Principal of the College, Dr MG
Roymon congratulated all the se-
lected students and gave his
best wishes for their bright fu-
ture. Administrator of the
College Rev Fr Dr Joshi

Varghese congratulated all the
selected students and appreci-
ated the efforts taken by Dr
Sunita Kshatriya, Convener
Training and Placement Cell. HG
Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius also
gave his blessing to selected
students. All the faculties and
other staff members of St
Thomas College, Bhilai also con-
gratulated students for their
campus placement.  

St Thomas College students got placement in South Indian Bank
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Role of police is important in
child protection: Ashok Juneja

Raipur, Jul 01: Under the
joint aegis of Chhattisgarh
Police and UNICEF, a 2-day
workshop (June 30 and
July 01, 2022) was inaugu-
rated by Director General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja for capacity build-
ing of nodal officers and
child welfare police officers
posted in the police stations
of the state. Detailed train-
ing regarding the laws re-
lated to children, amend-
ments in laws and smooth
operation of child friendly
police stations were given
to 140 participants from dif-
ferent districts of the state
who participated in the
workshop. Addressing the
trainees and officers pres-
ent in the inaugural func-
tion, Director General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja said that children
are the future of the nation
and the role of police is
very important in the direc-
tion of protection of chil-
dren. The responsibility of
the police is important in
the direction of protecting
children and bringing juve-

nile children who violate
law to the main stream of
the society. Therefore, it is
necessary that along with
the police working in the
field of child protection, all
other policemen should
also be trained in this direc-
tion. Chhattisgarh Police of-
ficers and UNICEF have
taken a commendable ini-
tiative in this direction,
which will continue in fu-
ture.

On this occasion,
Director General of Police,
Chhattisgarh Shri Ashok
Juneja released the guide
prepared by CAP Expert,
UNICEF, Shyam Sudhir
Bandi was also released.
Senior officers of Police
Headquarters, Himanshu
Gupta, Additional Director
General of Police (Admn.),
Pradeep Gupta, Additional
Director General of Police
(Yo/Pr.), Vivekananda,
Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal
Opearation), S.C. Dwivedi,
Inspector General of Police
(Dr.), Dr. Sanjeev Shukla,
Inspector General of Police
(Dr.) along with other offi-
cers were present. CAP
Experts from UNICEF
Shyam Sudhir Bandi, Child
Protection Specialist,
UNICEF Chetna Desai and
Child Protection Officer,
UNICEF Priyanka Sethi
and Ms. Nimisha Srivastava
from Council for Secure
Justice were also present.

8-year-old girl dies of scorpion
sting at govt school

Raipur, Jul 01: An eight-
year-old girl died of scorpion
sting at a government school
in Chhattisgarh’s Bemetara
district, officials said on
Thursday. The incident took
place on Wednesday at the
government primary school
at Bandhi village. Divya
Mandavi, a class 2nd stu-
dent, was stung by a scorpi-
on while playing during the

recess, a government official
said. She was taken first to
the Primary Health Centre
in nearby Dadhi village and
later to the Bemetara dis-
trict hospital. But the doc-
tors there advised her par-
ents to shift her to capital
Raipur in view of her criti-
cal condition. She died near
Simga on the way to Raipur,
the official added. Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
expressed deep grief over
the incident, a government
statement said. On the direc-
tion of the CM, the
Bemetara District
Education Officer handed
over a cheque of Rs 1 lakh as
financial assistance to the
girl’s father, and further aid
of Rs 4 lakh would be provid-
ed to him, it said.

Chhattisgarh Bandh today in protest against Udaipur incident
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Raipur, Jul 01: The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) has called for a
Chhattisgarh bandh on
Saturday in protest against
the brutal murder of Tailor
Kanhaiyalal in Udaipur
(Rajasthan). BJP, Bajrang
Dal, Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and other trade organiza-
tions have supported the
bandh.

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golcha, Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal said

that an emergency meeting
of trade associations and
executive members was or-
ganised on Friday on July
01 at Devilal Vyapar Udyog
Bhawan, Bombay Market,
Raipur. Strongly condemn-
ing the incident in Udaipur,
the letter received from
Vishwa Hindu Parishad,

Chhattisgarh unit was dis-
cussed in which support
was sought from the
Chamber in the one-day
Chhattisgarh bandh, on the
basis of the suggestions
and support received from
variosu trade associations
it was decided that
Chamber will extend moral
support to the Bandh till 2
pm on  July 2nd, 2022,
Saturday in which vegeta-
bles, fruits, medicines,
petrol pumps and essential
services have been kept
free from closure. Chamber
State President Amar
Parwani said that the inci-
dent that has happened in
Udaipur has tarnished a
civilized, cultured society.
This incident has deeply
shocked the society. After
this incident, due to imme-
diate action by the

Rajasthan government, the
accused were traced and
sent to judicial custody.
Chamber State General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin also
strongly condemned  this
incident and said that the
culprits of this incident
should be punished severe-
ly. Chamber believes that
such incidents do not
recur, the society should
jointly ensure this.
Everyone is equally re-
sponsible for maintaining
social harmony. Every at-
tempt to give a communal
color to this incident
should be foiled. The meet-
ing was conducted and
thanked by the Chamber
State General Secretary
Ajay Bhasin. At the end of
the meeting, a two-minute
silent tribute was paid to
late Kanhaiyalal.

Guv confers degrees to fresh graduates at SRU’s 1st Convocation
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Raipur, Jul 01: On the oc-
casion of the First
Convocation of the
University, the Governor of
Chhattisgarh and
University Visitor, Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey asserted
that it was a great moment
for her that she got the op-
portunity to attend the
first convocation of the
University, where it was
being directed and guided
by a saint Swaroop Shri
Ravi Shankar Maharaj Ji.
The University has im-
bibed the Ashram and
Gurukul tradition in itself
in the modern era, operat-
ing on the basis of Ashram
System. It is constantly
moving towards moral
knowledge and value-
based education according
to the Indian culture.

Maharaj Ji has done a
lot of public welfare work
by establishing all the un-
dertakings of Vedic knowl-

edge and modern knowl-
edge in this picturesque
environment and believes
that the students who are
educated in a picturesque
environment will surely
assimilate the Indian tradi-
tion and earn prestige in
their field, as well as the
preservation of the Indian
culture and values will
also be maintained by
these students.

By sharing his verdicts,
the Chief Guest of the
First Convocation, Union
Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar said that,
Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
University is a combina-
tion of academic excel-
lence with its administra-
tive acumen, transparency
and promptness, which is
rare elsewhere. The uni-
versity has its own unique-
ness which will establish it
as the best university on
the global stage. Various
faculties, departments, re-
search centers of the
University are presenting
the best model in an inte-
grated and holistic man-
ner. The University of
Tribal Population

Dominated Area is writing
a new story of success and
development through
higher education. In this
inaccessible region, where
the spread of education is
relatively less, this concept
and accomplishment of
world-class education is in-
comparable and commend-
able by the grace of
Maharaj Shri.

Shri Rawatpura Sarkar
University is the foremost
university in implement-
ing its development strate-
gy according to the core
spirit of the new education
policy. Soon, the varsity
will rise on the world stage
and see the whole world
with its rays of knowledge.

Along with it, the
Chairman of Shri

Rawatpura Sarkar Lok
Kalyan Trust (SRLKT),
Shri Ravi Shankar Mahraj
Ji, told that Convocation is
not the end of initiation
for the student, but now all
the students will dedicate
the education and learning
received from here to the
society. Convocation is a
day to commit towards
positive activities, educa-
tion upgradation and
moral development. In the
course of personality for-
mation, meditation and
worship; our students will
apply their knowledge in
the form of worship for the
benefit of the society and
the nation; which is the
spirit of this convocation.
We are blessed and also be-
lieve that the expectations

of the university will al-
ways be met by all the stu-
dents.

In the First Convocation,
Padma Vibhushan Dr. K.
Kasturirangan, Padma
Shri Vaidya Rajesh
Kotecha, Justice (Retd)
Ashok Bhushan, Padma
Vibhushan Dr. Teejan Bai
were conferred honorary
degrees by the University
and the students complet-
ed their study in the ses-
sion 2018, 2019 and 2020 , in
which 1040 were awarded
degrees and 25 gold medals
were given, namely, Rahul
Kumar (Bachelor of
Commerce, Honours 2018),
Priyanka Ganjir (Master
of Business
Administration,2018),
Kiran Jogi (Bachelor of
Social Work,2018),
Manisha (Bachelor of
Arts,2018), Umesh Kumar
(Master of Social
Work,2018) Mayank
Upadhyay (Bachelor of
Science in Yoga 2018),
Likeshwari Sahu (Master
of Arts in Yoga And
Consciousness,2018) ,
Rishabh Sahu (Bachelor
of Computer Applications
2018), Khumesh Kumar

(M.Sc. Chemistry, 2018),
Kusum Sahu (B.Sc. in
Biotech,2018), Shivangi
Singh Tomar (Diploma in
Computer Science
Engineering 2018), Sahid
Sachin (Diploma in
Pharmacy 2018), Kushal
Kishor Dondekar
(Master of Business
Administration,2019),
Menika Sahu (Bachelor of
Library & Information
Science ,2019), Yuvraj
Kumar (Master of Library
& Information
Science,2019), Ajay Kumar
Sahu (Master of Art in
Education,2019) Aakash
Kumar Tamboli (Master
of Social Work 2019),
Mamta Vijay (Master of
Arts in Yoga &
Naturopathy, 2019) Divya
Sharma (M.Sc. in
Optometry 2019), Milap
Ram (Diploma In
Pharmacy 2019) Md. Ali
Raza (Master of
Philosophy in Commerce)
2019, Minakshi (Bachelor
of Library & Information
Science 2020), Sonika
(Master of Library &
Information Science,2020),
Bhawna Singh (Bachelor
of Journalism, 2020).

Presidential election 2022 

Raipur, Jul 01: Yashwant
Sinha, the joint candidate
of the country’s opposi-
tion parties for the post of
President, came to Raipur
on Friday. Talking to the
media here he said he
came to Raipur under his
election campaign. ‘The
campaign began in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, a place far away
from Delhi where we are
getting 100 percent votes.
Kerala is a secular place.
Everybody is with me’, he
said.

Sinha, who was accom-
panied by Pradesh
Congress in-charge PL
Punia and Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said ‘the
office of the President is
an office of dignity. It
would have been better if
there were no elections for
this post and the ruling
party and the opposition
together would decide

someone by consensus’.
‘In view of the present

situation country does not
want a silent President. A
person holding the post of
president must fulfill his
or her constitutional re-
sponsibilities. President
has a power to advice gov-
ernment. But a president
playing puppet at the
hands of PM will not do
this. So if I am in this elec-
tion, I will fulfill this re-
sponsibility with this hope
and confidence. But it does
not mean that there can be
any confrontation with the
government, rather there
can be consultation’,
Sinha added.

He said that he was
grateful to all those parties
who supported his candi-
dature. He also asked his
friends in BJP to use their
discretion saying that this
is a fight of ideology be-
tween those who protect

constitution and those
who are trying to destroy
constitutional values.

The central government
had also approached
Sinha for the post of
President. Revealing this
in Raipur, Sinha said that
the Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh had called
him for the sake of formal-
ities by saying that there
should be a consensus but
after that he did not take
the initiative.
Subsequently opposition
parties held meetings and
finally asked him to be a
common candidate, he
said, adding that after
some time the center an-
nounced its candidate.
Sinha also lashed out at
the present government at
the Centre, saying that
this government was in-
dulging in misuse of gov-
ernment agencies to sup-
press its opponents.

Chariots of Lord Jagannath roll out in city amid chants of ‘Jai Jagannath’ 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 01: Chariots
of Lord Jagannath, his
brother Balabhadra and
sister Subhadra rolled out
at different parts of the
city on Jagannath Rath
Yatra festival today. The
main Rath Yatra festival
was held at Shri
Jagannath Mandir
Gayatri Nagar where
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel inaugurated the
celebration by performing
a symbolic ritual of clean-
ing the way for the chari-
ots with the use of a gold-
en broom called
‘Chherapahra’. Prior to
this, the Chief Minister
participated in the rituals
of ‘Yagyashala’ and of-
fered prayers by circum-
ambulating the ‘Havan
Kund’. He performed
‘aarti’ of Mahaprabhu
Jagannath, His elder
brother Balabhadra and
sister Subhadra at the Sri
Jagannath temple. Chief
Minister Baghel offered
prayers at the temple and
prayed for happiness and
prosperity of the people of
the state and good rains in
the state.

State President of Utkal
Samaj Radhe Shyam
Vibhar informed that in

Gayatri Nagar the chari-
ots were decorated like
Puri. Devotees have an op-
portunity to see glimpses
of the great festival of
Mahaprabhu. In many dis-
tricts including Bilaspur
and Bastar, the Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagannath are
being taken out in line
with Puri. A 16 feet long,
17 feet high and 12 feet
wide chariot has been
built in Bilaspur. In Bastar
too, Lord is visiting his
aunt’s house at Gundicha
temple in Janakpuri. The
chariot of Lord Jagannath
is called Nandighosh. The
name of the chariot of
brother Balabhadra is
‘Taldhwaj’ and sister
Subhadra ji rides on
‘Darpadalan’ chariot.

Lord Jagannath is
equally associated with
the culture of Odisha and

Chhattisgarh. Like
Odisha, this festival is also
an integral part of the cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh. The
tradition of taking out the
Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath on this day in
the cities of Chhattisgarh
is going on for centuries.

This partnership be-
tween the Utkal culture
and the culture of
Dakshin Kosala is un-
breakable. It is believed
that the original place of
Lord Jagannath is
Shivrinarayan-tirtha of
Chhattisgarh wherein he

went to Jagannathpuri
and established himself.

In the 500-year-old
Jagannath temple located
in Turi Hatri, Purani
Basti, a Rath Yatra was
taken out in the after-
noon after  ‘Abhishek’
and ‘Havan-Puja’ under
the leadership of Mahant
Ramsundar Das. Lord
Jagannath ji, Balabhadra
and Subhadra were
placed on the chariots at
2:30 pm. Therein the char-
iots rolled out  on Lakhe
Nagar Chowk and Tillu
Chowk via Lohar Chowk,
Old Basti Police Station,
Kankali Talab, Tatyapara
Chowk, Azad Chowk,
Amapara Chowk. Rath
Yatra celebration was
also held at 150-year-old
Jagannath temple located
in Sadar Bazar.

The Yatra ends at
Gundicha Temple near
Tikrapara Pujari Park
via Kotwali Chowk,
Kalibari.

Apart from this, Rath
Yatra celebrations were
held throughout the day
at Shri Ramdarbar
Complex, Ashwini Nagar,
Gudhiyari, Akashvani
Colony, Old Mantralaya,
Lily Chowk and Amapara
Municipal Corporation
Colony and from Badhai
Para in Kota.

CM inaugurates
Rath Yatra at
Gayatri Nagar per-
forming tradition of
‘Chherapahra’ 

Prays for happiness
and prosperity of
people of state

Raipur, Jul 01:
Governor Ms Anusuiya
Uike today prayed for the
happiness and prosperi-
ty of the country and the
people of the state by
worshiping Lord
Jagannath at the famous
Jagannath Temple at
Gayatri Nagar, Raipur on
the auspicious occasion
of Rath Yatra.

Governor Uikey of-
fered flowers to the idols
of Lord Jagannath ji,
Subhadra ji and
Balabhadra.

Idols of Lord
Jagannath, Balabhadra
and Subhadra were
brought to the chariot

amid sounds
of drum
beats and
conch shells.
G o v e r n o r
Uike partici-
pated in the
‘Maha Aarti’
of Lord
Jagannath ji
who was
brought out
for the Rath
Yatra from

the temple premises and
started the Rath Yatra by
pulling the chariot.

According to the tradi-
tional rituals, the idol of
Lord Jagannath ji on
Nandighosh chariot, the
idol of his brother
Balabhadra on the
Taaldhwaj chariot and
the idol of sister
Subhadra on the
Devdalan chariot left for
the city tour.

A large number of
devotees including
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr Charandas Mahant
and MP Smt Jyotsna
Mahant were present on
this occasion.

Country does not want a silent
President: Yeshwant Sinha

Governor offers prayers at Jagannath
Temple on Rath Yatra

SRU confers four
honorary degrees
at First Convocation

Chamber extends
moral support to
Chhattisgarh bandh
on call of VHP

Relief to essential
commodities, mar-
ket closed till 2 pm

p Inauguration of two-
day workshop for
capacity building of
Special Juvenile
Police Unit and Child
Welfare Police
Officers
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On National Doctors’ Day ‘RPL’ comes into existence
Raipur, July 02:
Thyrocare, one of the lead-
ing healthcare service
providers in the preven-
tive healthcare and diag-
nostics segment, launched
its new Regional
Processing Lab (RPL) in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh,
which is their 20th RPL in
India, on the occasion of
National Doctors’ Day.

Located in Tiara
Shopping Mall in Shankar
Nagar, this RPL is
equipped with unique 24*7
unidirectional sample-pro-
cessing systems and an au-
tomated effluent treat-
ment plant, which ensures
safe and effective disposal
of biomedical waste with
world-class processing for
a broad spectrum of diag-
nostic tests. This RPL is
spread over an area of 3850
sq ft and has the capacity
to process 3000 samples in
a day. The laboratory will
cater to testing needs of
patients, doctors, diagnos-
tics centers, hospitals,
nursing homes and other

healthcare facilities in
Raipur and surrounding
areas.

The 20th RPL of
Thyrocare was inaugurat-
ed by Dr Manoj Chellani,
MBBS, DGO, Chairperson
Medical Disorders in
Pregnancy Committee
FOGSI 2022-25 and

Director of Aayush Test
Tube Baby Centre, Raipur.

Dr. Caesar Sengupta,
Vice President –
Operations, Thyrocare
Technologies Ltd., said,
“The launch of this RPL
in Raipur is yet another re-
markable achievement in
our venture to provide

global quality standards in
preventive healthcare and
diagnostic testing services
with speed and accuracy
at affordable prices with a
quick turnaround time to
laboratories and hospitals
throughout India. This
RPL is an addition to our
network of a Centralised

Processing Laboratory in
Navi Mumbai for complex
tests, three Zonal
Processing Laboratories
in Bangalore, Delhi,
Kolkata for advanced tests
and 19 RPLs across the
country for routine tests.”

Amarjeet Bhagat releases the
first look of ‘Mor Maya La Rakhe’

Raipur, Jul 01: Under the
banner of AB film, poster
of the Chhattisgarhi film
“Mor Maya La Rakhe
Rahibe” directed by actor
Bobby Khan was released
on the auspicious day of
Jagannath Rath Yatra.
The first look was released
by Culture Minister
Amatjeet Bhagat in a very
unique way through
hoarding at Jai Stambh
Chowk in the heart of the
local city! Vinod
Dhamejani present, has
written the song of the

film and threaded it in the
music, Rajesh Nayak,
Salaam Irani has shown
excellent performance in
the film, Babi Khan hero-
ine Tanushree, Pratibha
Pandey (Mumbai) Anand
Mohan, Rajesh Nayak,
Vipin in the role of the
hero. Singh, Lalit
Upadhyay, Anuradha
Dubey, Shailendra
Bhathri, Shailesh Sahu,
Shweta Sharma, the film
will be screened in the cin-
ema halls of the state on
August 12.

Interactive talks held on ‘Energy,
Climate Change and I’ at CU

Bilaspur, July 01:
Renewable Energy Club of
School of Studies
(Engineering &
Technology), Guru
GhasidasVishwavidyalaya
Bilaspur (Which includes
Department of
Mechanical Engineering,
Chemical Engineering,
Electronics &
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering and
Industrial & Production
Engineering) organized an
Interactive Talk on
‘Energy, Climate Change &
I’ on June 22. Prof. Chetan
Singh Solanki “Solar Man
of India & Solar Gandhi”
is the Chief Guest and has
visited the School of
Studies Engineering &
Technology, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya Bilaspur,
with Energy Swaraj Yatra
Bus for this workshop. He
delivered an Interactive
Talk on the above subject.

He spoke on global
warming Climate change
and reduce carbon emis-
sion, different ways to re-
duce carbon emission and
use of solar energy in
place of conventional en-
ergy resources, he dis-
cussed concept of AMG
(Avoid ,Minimize &
Generate) related to ener-

gy utilization h interact
with audience and suggest
the ways to reduce energy
demand in daily life after
the talk he demonstrated
Energy Swaraj Yatra Bus
where all the appliances
and utilities run on Solar
energy storage. Energy
Swaraj Yatra (2020-30) was
undertaken by Prof.
Chetan S. Solanki, not to
go home until 11 years and
stay in the Solar Yatra bus.
In the wake of serious and
catastrophic climate
change, this Energy
Swaraj Yatra is designed
with the purpose to create
a public movement to-
wards adoption of 100%
solar energy.

160 Student participants
from B.Tech Mechanical,
Industrial & Production
Engineering, Electronics
& Communication

Engineering, Chemical
Engineering and faculty
members were present in
the talk.

The session was hosted
by Dr. Ganesh Prasad
Shukla, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Industrial & Production
Engineering .The inaugu-
ral session stated with
welcome address of Prof.
T.V. Arjunan,Dean SoS
(E&T) GGV Bilaspur, ses-
sion ends with vote of
thanks given by Mr.
Bhushan Singh Gautam
Assistant Professor Mech.
Engg. Workshop was  co-
ordinated by the faculties
Mr. Manish Bhaskar
Assistant Professor Mech.
Engg., Mr.
C h a n d a n T a m r a k a r
Assistant Professor ECE,
and Mr. Somnath Singroul
Assistant Professor IPE.

DPS Nava Raipur celebrates
its inception ceremony

Raipur, Jul 01: After the
astounding success of DPS
Raipur, the DPSR
Management is all set to ex-
tend the benefits of quality
education to the children of
Nava Raipur. With this ob-
jective in mind, DPS Nava
Raipur came into being and
the admission is open to stu-
dents from Nursery to class
V.Mr. Raghunath
Mukherjee, Principal, DPS,
Raipurextended his good
wishes for this sparkling be-
ginning to work as a team
for the substantial benefit of
the young saplings.

The Headmistress, Ms.
Yashoda Mukherjee of
Delhi Public School Nava
Raipur, struck the gong
heralding its inception on
30th June, 2022. An offering
to God together with a
grand pooja andhawanfor a
radiant start with Pro Vice
Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia, Senior mem-

bers of the management
committee, Mr. Vijay Shah
and Mr. Pukhraj Jainat the
helm of the school res-
onatedan exuberant chord
of welcome to the new set of
parents of primary wing to
familiarize them, “as part-
ners in progress” with the
curriculum, rules and reg-
ulations of the school, fa-
cilitators, teaching
methodologies and the co-
scholastic activities. The
aim of the ceremony was
not only to create the foun-

dation for positive relation-
ships between the parents
and the school but also to
share the school’s vision
and commitment for pro-
viding quality education
as at DPSNava Raipur we
“value our values”. Pro
Vice Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia has also con-
veyed his eagerness and
trust in the effective ses-
sion that is about to begin
for the betterment of the
new learners, parents and
facilitators.

Saint-Gobain India unveil exclusive
‘MyHome Store’ in Raipur

Raipur, July 01: Saint-
Gobain is a worldwide
leader in light and sustain-
able construction focused
on its purpose “Making
the World a Better Home.”
India is home to 1.35 bn
people and with the cur-
rent urbanization level at
32%, we will need to build
hundreds and thousands
of homes in the coming
years. The pandemic has
made homes central to our
existence as we work and
learn from our homes. To
address the rapidly grow-
ing demand for the solu-
tions for homes, Saint-
Gobain has developed sev-
eral end-to-end and inno-
vative solutions - Shower
Cubicles, Windows,
Kitchen Shutters,
Wardrobe Shutters, LED
Mirrors, Glass Writing
Boards, Gyproc Ceilings,
Drywalls, Tiling &
Grouting Solutions,

Gypsum Plaster,
CertainTeed Roofing
Shingles, and Novelio Wall
Coverings amongst many
other solutions.

Mr. Hemant Khurana,
Executive Director Saint-
Gobain India Pvt Ltd, said
“I am happy to announce
the launch of the exclusive
MyHome showrooms in
Raipur today. Raipur is a
growing and promising
market, and we are look-
ing forward to providing
our solutions for this mar-
ket. The store we are inau-
gurating in Raipur cement
our commitment to this
growing market and pro-
vides a unique opportuni-
ty for homeowners to expe-
rience our solutions under
one roof. Homeowners will
be benefitting from our ca-
pabilities to provide end-
to-end customised offer-
ings. We aim to offer our
customers a Phygital

(Physical + Digital) experi-
ence through a combina-
tion of the MyHome store
and the popular MyHome
website.” Mr. Srihari K,
Business Head, Saint-
Gobain India, said “We are
delighted to reveal our ex-
clusive MyHome stores in
the city of Raipur. This in-
auguration is an impor-
tant milestone in our ex-
pansion plan for India and
the retail footprint we are
aiming for in Eastern
India.’’

Mr. Aryan Singhal and
Dagluss Devassia,
Showroom Owners said “I
am pleased and looking
forward to being a part of
MyHome as channel part-
ner for Saint-Gobain in
Raipur. MyHome store is a
remarkable opportunity
for us to reach out to a
wider audience and help
them build their dream
home.’’

Ch’garh has new NABARD Chief
Suparna Tandon, CGM

Raipur, July 01: Suparna
Tandon, Chief General
Manager has taken over as
Officer In Charge of
NABARD Chhattisgarh
Regional Office with effect
from  July 01, 2022.
Suparna Tandon has a
Gold Medal in MA
(Economics) from
Lucknow University. She
also holds a Gold Medal in
Executive MBA from
NMIMS, Mumbai, besides
a certificate on
O r g a n i s a t i o n a l
Leadership from The

Frankfurt School of
Finance and
Management.

Prior to join-
i n g
Chhattisgarh
Regional Office
of NABARD,
Mrs. Suparna
Tandon has
worked as the
M a n a g i n g
Director, NABSAMRUD-
DHI Finance Limited
(NSFL), Mumbai, a sub-
sidiary of NABARD. After
joining NABARD in 1988,

she has worked in various
Departments in Head

Office as well as
Regional Offices
of NABARD in
R a j a s t h a n ,
Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and
Chhattisgarh as
well as the
T r a i n i n g
Establishment

of NABARD, i.e., National
Bank Staff College,
Lucknow.

Her areas of specialisa-
tion include Project

Finance, Corporate
Planning, Risk
Management, as well as
Farm/ Off Farm Sector
Development initiatives.
During her tenure as MD,
NSFL, she was instrumen-
tal in shaping and expand-
ing the footprint of NAB-
SAMRUDDHI in the high-
ly competitive credit mar-
ket of India.

She also played a vital
role in formulation of var-
ious policy initiatives re-
lated to Enterprise Risk
Management in NABARD.

Govt to provide free textbooks
to the students of SAGEMS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 01: Free
textbooks will be provid-
ed by the government to
the students studying
from class I to X in
Swami Atmanand Govt
English (SAGEMS) and
Hindi Medium Schools.
These textbooks will be
made available to the
students of those
schools where CBSE
and NCERT syllabus
will be conducted.
Directorate Education
has directed all District
Education Officers to
supply CBSE and
NCERT syllabus based

textbooks in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi medi-
um schools in this re-
gard. In the letter issued
to the District
Education Officers, it
has been said that in
some districts of the
state, CBSE and NCERT
syllabus is being imple-
mented in place of CG
Board on the advice of
the Collector and
Chairman, in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi medi-
um schools.

Free textbooks of the
course prescribed by the
principal concerned

should be distributed to
the students of such
courses at the local level
by purchasing them
from the market at the
earliest.

For reimbursement of
expenditure on text-
books of students of
classes I to X, necessary
information should be
submitted in the pre-
scribed format to the
Directorate Education
for a period of three
days, so that as soon as
possible the necessary
allocation can be made
available from the free
course item by the
Directorate.

More than 1.14 crore saplings will
be planted in Ch’garh: Akbar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, July 01: During
the current financial year
2022-23, more than 1.14
crore saplings will be
planted in the state by the
Forest and Climate
Change Department
under various schemes.
Along with this, a target of
distribution of 1.67 crore
saplings has also been set

by the Forest Department
during the current year.
For the successful imple-
mentation of the tree plan-
tation program in the
state, at present more than
3.12 crore saplings are
available in all the 257
nurseries of the Forest
Department. The distribu-
tion of saplings will be
started in all the forest di-
visions from July 1 under
the program ‘Tunhar
Paud, Tuhar Dwar’ by the
Forest Department.

Forest and Climate
Change Minister,
Mohammad Akbar re-
viewed the tree plantation
program in detail in a vir-
tual meeting from his resi-
dence office at Shankar

Nagar. In the meeting,
Secretary Forest Ms. R.
Sangeeta, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Chief of Forest Force,
Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), P.V. Narsing
Rao, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
P.C. Pandey, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Tapesh Jha, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Ashish Bhatt and Chief
Executive Officer of
CAMPA, V.Srinivas Rao
were present. Apart from
this, all the Chief
Conservators of Forests

and Divisional Forest
Officers were also in-
volved in the virtual meet-
ing.

In the meeting, Forest
Minister Akbar took infor-
mation about the prepara-
tions for the entire forest
circle and forest division
wise plantation program
and instructed all the for-
est divisional officers to
ensure implementation of
the action plan in a time
bound manner to make it
successful. For the proper
implementation of tree
plantation work in the
state, he gave strict in-
structions to all the offi-
cers of the Forest
Department to keep regu-
lar monitoring along with
on-the-spot inspection. In
these, all the DFOs were
also directed to expedite
the digging of pits for
plantation and trans-
portation of plants to the
site as per the require-
ment. He said that for its
successful implementa-
tion, the work should be
started at the earliest to
reach the plants prepared
from nursery and fertiliz-
ers etc. at the identified
places of plantation.
During this, he also gave
necessary instructions re-
garding the measures to
protect the plants planted
by the roadside.

During the current
year

1.67 cr saplings will
be distributed by
the forest depart-
ment

Pramila accorded
farewell on retirement
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuullyy  0011::  Pramila Dewan,
serving in the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, retired today as an
Under Secretary after 31 years
of government service.
Legislative Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma honored Smt
Pramila Dewan with a shawl,
shriphal and memento on her
retirement today and her a
bright, happy and long life
besides remembering her serv-
ices in the Secretariat. Senior
officials in Assembly
Secretariat also extended
greetings to Smt Diwan and
wished her a healthy and
bright future.

‘Koo’ observes
Social Media Day
Raipur, Jul 01:
Celebrating the essence
of World Social Media
Day, Koo - one of India’s
most loved social media
apps - has launched an
exciting campaign -
#ExtraSocial – which
unleashes the yearning
and love that Indians
have for everything
‘extra’. Through a cap-
tivating video, the cam-
paign inspires people to
cherish all the ‘extras’
they enjoy in life and
get extra expressive by
Kooing real-time across
10 languages.

Dr Manoj Chellani inaugurating RPL lab.



Bilaspur, Jul 01: 

To commemorate the
visit of Lord Jagannath
to his Mausi’s home, St.
Xavier’s High School
Bharni celebrated Cart
Festival in school prem-
ises. Ram Saran Yadav,
the Mayor of Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation
was the Chief Guest
whereas Prabhakar
Patnaik, C.O.O of St.
Xavier’s Chain of
Schools Bilaspur zone
was the Guest of the
honor and rendered the
rituals of Chhera-Pahra
& pahandi Vije of trini-
ty.

All the staff members
of the school as well as
206 hundred students of
the school hostel took
part in the celebration
and pulled the chariot.
Attendees sought the
blessings of the Lord
Jagannath by having the
pious Prasad prepared
by Narayan Mohanty.

The Chief Guest Ram
Saran Yadav was ex-
tremely exuberant and
advised the followers to
be compassionate and
kind. Prabhakar
Patnaik congratulated
the school staff for cele-
brating the Rath Yatra

in school campus.
Subhash Ray was the
overall in-charge of the
event.

Mukesh Saraf CEO,
Jitinder Singh Hundal
Principal, Nancy
Parekh, Pradeep

Patnaik, Dr. Mahendra
Singh, Reema Arora,
Subash Ray, Abhilash
Patnaik, MS Patro,
Rajesh Trivedi were also
present on the occasion
and took part in the ritu-
als.
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Manendragarh, July 01:

Revenue cases should be
resolved within stipulated
time frame: Chief Minister
Bhupesh BaghelChief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday directed the
official concerned to give
wide publicity to the tim-
ings of health camps or-
ganized under Chief
Minister’s Haat Bazar
Clinic scheme. Besides, he
asked them to ensure im-
plementation of depart-
mental schemes at ground
level stressing on the need
to need for continuous
monitoring of the same. He
was chairing a review
meeting of district level of-
ficials at Manendragarh of
Koriya district today.

Saplings of fruit-bearing
trees belonging to same
species should be planted
at same placeMr. Baghel di-
rected the officers to main-
tain a register for property
transfer and partition in
relation to revenue cases
and keep it up to date be-
sides instructing to resolve
cases of settlement error
within the stipulated time

limit. He asked the officials
to expedite the work of
upgradation of Devgudis
and prepare an action plan
regarding the same. The of-
ficials were asked to follow
the rules of 170B regarding
the partition of land.

Chief Minister Baghel
mentioned that caste cer-
tificates and forestland
rights certificates have
been made in large num-
bers in the district. He
asked the officials con-
cerned to expedite the
work of establishment of
the new district. He also di-
rected to quickly resolve
pending cases of caste and
income certificates.

Chief Minister directed
to prioritize plantation of
same species of fruit-bear-

ing trees in block and canal
side plantation work,
which will facilitate in
starting their processing
work. He asked the officials
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of landless
labor scheme to curb labor
migration in coal mining
areas.

While reviewing the
work of Gauthan, the Chief
Minister asked to set up
processing unit of forest
produce in Gauthan which
will serve as a source of ad-
ditional income besides di-
recting to give priority to
rental business in
Gauthan. He instructed the
officials concerned to keep
a check on the quality of
Vermi Compost and devel-
op Gauthan as Rural

Industrial Park. While re-
viewing the works under
MNREGA, the Chief
Minister directed to contin-
ue the works under MNRE-
GA in the areas hit by defi-
cient monsoon.

He stressed on the need
to recharge ponds for en-
suring availability of
drinking water. Chief
Minister Baghel empha-
sized on maintaining the
quality of education in all
government school ensur-
ing the presence of teach-
ers and timely completion
of syllabus.

He asked to provide good
spoken English course to
the children of Atmanand
School besides directing to
create an English speaking
environment in the school.

While reviewing status of
Chief Minister’s Nutrition
Campaign, the he directed
to ensure distribution of
hot meals to the beneficiar-
ies in Anganwadis. He also
directed the officers of the
Tribal Development
Department to give admis-
sion to the needy children
on the vacant seats of the
ashram hostels.

The Chief Minister said
that to prevent human-ele-
phant conflict, ponds
should be constructed in
the affected areas and plan-
tation of fruit-bearing
trees like Banyan, Peepal,
Jackfruit, and Banana
should be done in the
forests. Home Minister and
District In-charge Minister
Mr. Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mrs. Ambika Singh Deo,
MLAs Dr. Vinay Jaiswal
and Mr. Gulab Kamro,
Chief Minister’s
Additional Chief Secretary
Mr. Subrat Sahoo along
with Divisional
Commissioner, IG and dis-
trict level officers were
present in the review meet-
ing.

Promote the timing of the
health camps organized: CM

Under Chief Minister’s Haat Bazar Clinic Scheme

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuull  0011::  

The old tradition of shep-
herds will be revived once
again in Bastar. Financial
assistance will also be given by
the district administration to
keep the shepherds in the vil-
lages. 

This decision was taken in
the review meeting of Narva
Garua, Ghurva, Bari and
Godhan Nyay Yojana held
under the chairmanship of
Collector Rajat Bansal in a
meeting held in the Prerna
Room of the district office
today. District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Rohit Vyas
was also present in the meet-
ing.

Describing Narva, Garua,
Ghurwa Bari and Godhan Nyay
Yojana as important schemes
of the government in the meet-
ing, it was said that all the con-
cerned departments need to

work with utmost seriousness
in the implementation of this
scheme and no negligence will
be tolerated in this. Emphasis
was laid on buying cow dung in
100 percent from Gothans
under this scheme started by
the government to increase
the income of the villagers.
Describing cow dung manure
as an important option in over-
coming the chemical fertilizer
crisis in the whole world, its
importance was laid in view of
the scheme of procurement of
cow dung started by other
states in line with that of
Chhattisgarh. 

During this, instructions
were given to ensure neces-
sary action for the speedy con-
struction of these units, while
giving information about the
construction of paint from cow
dung in Manganar and estab-
lishment of electricity genera-
tion unit from cow dung in

Jagdalpur.
In view of the importance of

agriculture in the rural econo-
my, discussions were held
about the tradition of ‘Roka
Cheka’ and it was instructed to
motivate all the villagers not
to leave their cattle out in the
open for safety of agriculture. 

For this it was instructed to
make declaration in this regard
in all the villages. In Bastar, it
was said to revive the old tra-

dition of keeping shepherds to
look after the animals. For this
the district administration
would provide financial assis-
tance so that the cattle could
be looked after by the shep-
herds throughout the year.
Instructions were given to
ensure speedy process of fod-
der for pasture development
and to motivate the farmers to
donate paddy husks. While
reviewing about donation of
paddy husks the farmers were
asked to be motivated for it.

Chief executive officers of
Janpad Panchayat were direct-
ed to make available all neces-
sary resources in Gauthans. In
addition to compulsorily pur-
chasing cow dung in Gauthans,
instructions were also given to
organize veterinary camps.
Instructions have been given
to install ‘Travis’ in all
Gauthans within a month so
that vaccination of animals,

artificial insemination etc. can
be done easily. Explanation
was also sought from the vet-
erinary doctors of Darbha and
Lohandiguda for not providing
the correct information about
the treatment of animals.

The economic activities
conducted in Gauthans were
reviewed and instructions
were given to complete the
construction of sheds
approved for goats, chickens
at the earliest. Explanation
was sought on the delay in
goat distribution in Bakavand
and Tokapal.

Under Godhan Nyay Yojna,
cow dung procurement,
manure manufacture and pay-
ment were reviewed and
instructions were given to do
all the action through online
medium. Instructions were
also given to train the employ-
ees to solve technical prob-
lems.

‘Old tradition of shepherds to be revived in Bastar’
Collector Bansal reviewes ‘Narva Garua, Ghurva Bari’ and ‘Godhan Nyay Scheme’

Manendragarh, July 01:

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid foundation
of 25 development works
worth Rs 80 crore 19 lakh
for Bharatpur-Sonhat as-
sembly constituency, at the
programme held at
Baikunthpur circuit house
today. These include inau-
guration of 17 works worth
Rs 66 crore 62 lakh and
Bhoomipujan of 08 works
worth Rs. 56 lakh crore
was done. Construction
work worth Rs.23 crore 33
lakh Pondih to Jaraundha
(32.85 kms), 10.30 km long
road from Pondi to Mugum
(District Korba border)
worth Rs 7.55 crore, high-
level bridge and approach
road on Hasdeo river en
route new Ledri-Paradol
road worth Rs 6.76 crore,
high-level bridge and ap-

proach road on Anjan Nala
on Ratanpur to Chopan via
Koteya road built at a cost
of Rs 5.10 crore, and the
road construction work
from Udhnapur to Painari,
(07 km) worth Rs 5.24
crore. The 6.70 km-long
main road from Pendri
Atal Chowk to Matookpur
built at a cost of Rs 8.09

crore, installation of of 50
solar high mast for light-
ing system in
Manendragarh through
CREDA which will cost
Rs.2.02 crore, installation
work of street lights in var-
ious places under
M a n e n d r a g a r h
Municipality area at the
cost of Rs 1.20 crore, con-

struction of 500 m-long ap-
proach road from Tiraha
Chowk to NH-43 in
Manendragarh at the cost
of Rs.49.34 lakh and con-
struction work of 810 m
long approach road from
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
Koriya to Agriyapara
Lalpur at the cost of Rs
49.77 lakh.

CM inaugurates-laid stone for total 25 devp works 
Worth Rs 80.19 cr in Manendragarh assembly constituency

SXHS Bharni celebrates
Cart Festival

Jagdalpur, July 01:
State’s Excise and
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma while in-
teracting with the media
at Jagdalpur Circuit
House on his return from
Indonesia tour to promote
industries said that they

held talks with representa-
tives from entire country
about prospects in
Chhattisgarh. At the same
time the representatives
from from America and
other countries have given
their consent to come to
Chhattisgarh soon. He
said that in view of the im-
mense potential for the in-
dustries in Chhattisgarh, a
team of executives from
companies in America
and Indonesia would soon
visit the capital Raipur to
meet the Chief Minister
for investment opportuni-
ties in Chhattisgarh.

Foreign companies will meet CM
for investment in Ch’garh: Lakhma

Mahasamund, July 01: 

On completion of super-
annuation of Upper
Collector OP Kosaria on
June 30, he was bid
touching farewell by the
officers and employees of
the District Collector’s
office and by the RIs and
other employees here on
Thursday. OP Kosaria
was first appointed in
government service as
Nayab Tehsildar on 19
Dec 1988 and got posted
in Chatarpur of MP.
During his long 34 years
of government service,
Kosaria worked with ded-
ication, commitment and
honesty and fulfilled his
responsibility as the gov-
ernment servant. It is
notable here that Kosaria
served as Nayab
Tehsildar from 1 Sept

1998 to 6 Oct 1998 in
Mahasamund district
and thereafter he worked
in different capacities in
other district and the
worked as Upper
Collector Mahasamund
form 13 Nov 2021 to 30
Jun 2022. At this farewell
function, Collector
Nileshkumar Kshirsagar,
SP Vivek Shukla, District
Panchayat CEO S Alok,
Upper Collector Dr Neha
Kapoor, SDM Namrata
Jain, Rakesh Golcha,
Bhagwat Jaiswal and
other district-level offi-
cers and employees were
present.

On this occasion he
was presented with
shawl, srifal and a me-
mento and wished him
happy retirement life and
bid touching farewell by
one & all present.

Upper Collector Kosaria
bid touching farewell

Jagdalpur, July 01: 

The Chhattisgarh tribal
society has expressed hap-
piness over NDA’s nomi-
nation of tribal leader and
former Jharkhand
Governor Draupadi
Murmu as the presiden-
tial candidate. Tribal lead-
ers associated with Tribal
Gaurav Samaj and

Chhattisgarh Sarva
Adivasi Samaj holding a
joint press conference at
the Circuit House on
Wednesday, expressed
happiness over NDA’s
nomination of tribal
woman as the presidential
candidate and said that
the NDA’s decision in the
interest of tribals. Tribal
leader and BJP spokesper-

son Kedar Kashyap said
that the country is cele-
brating the ‘Amrut
Mahotsav’ of independ-
ence, during which it is
very special to make a
woman tribal as a candi-
date for the post of
President.

It is a matter of pride
for the society if a tribal
becomes the President, as
well as the experience of
social work done by
Draupathi Murmu will
also benefit the society.
This time Kedar Kashyap
insisted on the election of
Draupadi Murmu as the
President of India unop-
posed.

Being a presidential candidate is matter of pride: Kashyap

Jagdalpur, Jul 01:
Various programs are or-
ganized by fixing 1st of
July as Doctor’s Day. Under
this, the doctor has always
been respected in some
form or the other by the
Innerwheel Club of
Jagdalpur. Taking the
same line forward, this
year also all the members
of the Innerwheel Club
have expressed their grati-
tude towards the doctor
keeping in mind the re-
markable services he ren-
dered. The club honored
Dr. Shrankhla Jain,
Gynecologist and Dr. Sarita

Thomas, Ophthalmologist
by presenting mementoes.
On this occasion, the newly
formed 22-23 official team
of Innerwheel Club of
Jagdalpur, whose
President Usha Gondi,
Vice President Divya
Krishnamurthy, Secretary
Mamta Rana along with
former President Sarika
Chincholkar, Treasurer
Neeta Jalota, ISO Poorva
Kapoor, Alka Gupta,
Sunita Bothra, Maya Soni
Members including Lovely
Suri, Ekta Sarde, Priyanka
Gupta, Shweta Rao were
present.

Innerwheel Club of
Jagdalpur honored doctors

RANA COUPLE MEETS FADNAVIS

Independent MLA Ravi Rana and his wife MP Navneet Rana greet Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis on
the formation of the new government in Maharashtra state, in Mumbai, Friday, July 1.

AMIT SHAH IN AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit Shah performs the ‘Mangla Aarti’ for the annual Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra or chariot
procession, in Ahmedabad, Friday, July 1.
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Mild tremors
Mangaluru:Mild
tremors were felt for
the third day in a week
at a few places in Sullia
taluk of Dakshina
Kannada district in the
small hours of Friday,
official sources said.
Locals said they were
woken up from their
sleep at around 1.15 am
by a loud noise accom-
panied by the earth-
quake. The tremors
were felt in Sampaje,
Guttigaru, Ubaradka,
Goonaka, Elimale,
Sullia town and sur-
rounding areas.

Fake cops
Gurugram: Two peo-
ple posing as police-
men robbed an Iraqi
national of over Rs 18
lakh cash and gold
jewellery here on
Thursday, officials
said. Ahmed
Abdulateef
Mohammed was re-
turning from a mall to
his guest house when
the incident took
place near Artemis
Hospital, they said.
Two people in police
uniforms approached
me and asked me for
my passport and said
that they wanted to
search my luggage,
Mohammed said in
his complaint.

Monsoon 
arrives in Raj

Jaipur: Monsoon ar-
rived in Rajasthan on
Thursday, eight days
after the normal onset
date. During the last
24 hours, heavy rain
was recorded at isolat-
ed places in
Bhatarpur, Dausa,
Alwar, Baran and
Jaipur districts of
east Rajasthan. The
highest rainfall was
recorded in Lawan of
Dausa at 100 mm.
Director of Jaipur
Meteorological
Centre, Radheshyam
Sharma said usually
monsoon enters
Rajasthan from Kota
and Udaipur divi-
sions of south eastern
parts, but this time it
has entered from
Alwar, Kota and
Bharatpur in eastern
Rajasthan and not
from south Rajasthan.

Woman's body
found

Gurugram: The body
of a woman was found
hanging from the ceil-
ing fan in her room at
South City-2 area here
on Thursday, police
said. The victim has
been identified as 27-
year-old Varsha Yadav,
who worked as senior
HR manager of an on-
line food supply chain.
The police was in-
formed about the inci-
dent by the victim's
friend Padmesh
Diwedi. He claimed
that Varsha 
was not responding 
to his calls.

Toddler mauled
to death 

Bhadohi: A one and
half-year-old boy was
mauled to death by a
fox here, police said
on Friday. On
Thursday night
Shankar Vanvasi, his
wife Sheela and their
son Deva were sleep-
ing when a fox entered
their hut in Tulapur
area and took Deva,
Station House Officer
(Aurai) Ajay Kumar
Seth said. On finding
that her son is miss-
ing, the couple alerted
their neighbours and
they saw the boy was
attacked by the fox.
The locals somehow
managed to take the
child away from the
fox, however, by then
the fox had eaten his
limbs, the SHO said.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI):

Coming down heavily
on suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma for her
"disturbing" remark
against Prophet
Mohammad, the Supreme
Court on Friday said it led
to unfortunate incidents
and ignited emotions
across the country.

The court held the re-
mark was made either for
cheap publicity, political
agenda or some nefarious
activities, and said she
should have apologised to
the whole country.

Sharma's remark
against the Prophet, made
during the course of a TV
debate, triggered protests
across the country and in-
vited sharp reactions from
many Gulf countries. The
BJP had subsequently sus-
pended her from the party.

While refusing to enter-
tain Sharma's plea for

clubbing of FIRs lodged
against her in various
states for the controversial
remark, a vacation bench
of Justices Surya Kant
and JB Pardiwala allowed
her to withdraw the plea.

These remarks are very
disturbing and smack of
arrogance. What is her
business to make such re-
marks? These remarks
have led to unfortunate in-
cidents in the
country...These people are
not religious. They do not
have respect for other reli-
gions. These remarks were
made for cheap publicity
or for political agenda or
some other nefarious ac-
tivities , the bench said.

The bench said, The way
she ignited emotions
across the country has led
to unfortunate incidents.
This lady is single-handed-
ly responsible for what is
happening in the country.
We saw the debate .

The court's observations
against the suspended BJP
leader come in the back-
drop of the brutal murder
of a tailor in Udaipur by
two men, who had posted
videos online that said
they were avenging an in-
sult to Islam.

The top court said she
has a loose tongue" and
has made all kinds of "ir-
responsible statements
and claims to be a lawyer
of 10 years standing. She
should have apologised for
her comments to the
whole country. Senior ad-
vocate Maninder Singh,
appearing for Sharma,
said she had apologised for
her remarks.

The bench said, Her
apology came too late and
that too conditionally say-
ing if religious sentiments
are hurt and so on. She
should have been on TV
immediately and apolo-
gised to the nation.

SC slams Nupur Sharma
for Prophet remark

Imphal, Jul 01 (PTI):

The toll due to a massive
landslide at a railway con-
struction site in Manipur's
Noney district rose to 10
on Friday as two more
bodies were recovered
from the debris, officials
said. The incident took
place at Tupul yard rail-
way construction camp on
Wednesday night. Search
operations by the Indian
Army, Assam Rifles,
Territorial Army, National

Disaster Response Force
and SDRF are underway
as around 55 people are
still missing, they said.

Eight bodies were re-
trieved till Thursday, in-
cluding those of seven
Territorial Army person-
nel from the incident site.

Two more bodies of
Territorial Army person-
nel were recovered during
the early morning search.
Rescue operations contin-
ue, amid poor weather
conditions with the addi-

tional support of NRDF,
Assam Rifles, district po-
lice, Indian Red Cross
Society, local volunteers
and others, an official said.

Thirteen Territorial
Army personnel and five
civilians have been res-
cued so far, he said.

Eastern Command
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Lt
Gen RP Kalita met the in-
jured Territorial Army
personnel who were ini-
tially admitted to
Liemakong Military
Hospital on Thursday.

They are now being pro-
vided medical aid at the
Assam Rifles Hospital at
Mantripukhri, another of-
ficial said.

Chief Minister N Biren
Singh had announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh each
for the next of kin of the
deceased and Rs 50,000
each for those injured.

Manipur landslide: Toll rises to 10

Kolkata, Jul 01 (PTI):
West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar has
triggered yet another
storm by naming the next
vice-chancellor of
Rabindra Bharati
University (RBU), even as a
bill nominating Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, with whose gov-
ernment he shares an acri-
monious relation, as the
chancellor of the state-run
varsities awaits his manda-
tory nod.

The governor is the cur-
rent chancellor of the
state-run universities by

dint of his office and the
term of the current RBU
vice-chancellor Sabyasachi
Basu Roy Choudhury is set
to be over soon. Dhankhar
has appointed Mahua
Mukherjee, professor in
the department of dance of
RBU as its next vice-chan-
cellor. He tweeted on
Thursday that he has ap-
pointed Mukherjee as the
next VC in terms of section
9(1)(b) of the Rabindra
Bharati Act, 1981.

The governor also at-
tached a recommendation
of the government search
committee for the post and
said that he was choosing
Mukherjee, whose name
topped the list. Reacting
strongly, TMC state
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said, "The governor has
once again proved he does
not believe in democratic
principles and federalism."

Dhankhar triggers storm, 
appoints Rabindra Bharati Univ VC

Chandigarh, Jul 01 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said his
government is fulfilling a
guarantee made to people
of the state as from Friday
each household will be get-
ting 300 units of free elec-
tricity every month.

The AAP government
had earlier announced giv-
ing 300 units of free power
to every household from
July 1. Previous govern-
ments used to make prom-
ises during elections five
years would pass by the
time promises were ful-
filled but our government
has set a new example in
Punjab's history.

Today we are going to
fulfill another guarantee
given to Punjabis. From
today, each family in
Punjab will get 300 units of
free electricity per month,

Mann said in a tweet.
Giving 300 units of free
electricity to each house-
hold every month was one
of the key promises made
by the Aam Aadmi Party
during the 2022 Punjab as-
sembly polls.

AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Raghav Chadha
said Punjab has become
the second state after
Delhi to provide free elec-
tricity to people.

Today is a historic day
as Punjab becomes the sec-
ond state after Delhi to get

lifeline electricity free of
cost. 'Kejriwal di pehli
(first) guarantee' to
Punjabis becomes a reali-
ty, Chadha tweeted.

Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema,
while presenting the AAP-
government's maiden
budget on June 27 had said
providing 300 units of free
power would put an addi-
tional burden of Rs 1,800
crore on the state excheq-
uer.

The AAP government is
fulfilling its first guaran-
tee made to the people of
Punjab by providing 300
units of domestic power
supply per month free to
all citizens of Punjab with
effect from July 1. This
will bring big relief to
Punjabis, who are reeling
under exorbitant power
bills, Cheema had said.

He also said the state

Punjab households to get 300 units
of free electricity: Bhagwant Mann

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,  JJuull  0011  ((PPTTII))::
The Congress' Kerala unit on
Friday categorically rejected
the ruling CPI(M)'s allegation
that the former was behind the
attack on its headquarters
here, saying it was not its poli-
cy to target its political oppo-
nent's office. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan strongly con-
demned the incident and
directed the police to bring the
culprits before law. Vijayan vis-
ited the AKG Centre, located in
the heart of the city, this morn-
ing and appealed to his party
cadres not to get provoked
over the incident and show
maximum restraint. "The most
significant office of the largest
political movement in the state
has been attacked. It is a delib-
erate attempt to create provo-
cation and upset the peaceful
atmosphere in the state. The
culprits and those behind them
will be found for sure," he said

in a statement later. Strict
directions have been given to
police to nab the guilty and
bring them to book, the CM
added. Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly, V D Satheesan said
the party leadership had no
knowledge of the midnight
incident and would let the
police investigate and ascer-
tain the truth. Noting that the
people of the state clearly
know that the Congress party
and its workers were not the
ones who plan and execute
such attacks, he asked the rul-
ing party to explain on what
grounds they were levelling
charges against them.

"The CCTV visuals were not
clear... Let the police probe and
find out the real culprits.. The
Left government is facing a
series of allegations and they
are on the defense due to our
ongoing protests.

AKG Centre attack: 
Cong rejects CPI (M) charges,

CM condemns

Bengaluru, Jul 01 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday said he
has resolved to develop
Bengaluru into a city with
amenities of international
standards. He was speak-
ing at a programme to cel-
ebrate the 513th birth an-
niversary of Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda, the founder
of Bengaluru, and distrib-
ute scholarships for school
children jointly organised
by PSR Builders,
Grassroot and ABSS.

"We have resolved to de-
velop Bengaluru into a
city with amenities of in-
ternational standards and
we are committed to make
it a reality," Bommai said.

"Our government is
committed for the compre-
hensive development of
Bengaluru. Works on Rs

6,000 crore Nagarothana
projects have started.
About Rs 1,600 crore has
been provided for develop-
ment of stormwater
drains," Bommai said.

He pointed out that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently laid the
foundation stone for the
Bengaluru Suburban Rail
project. Tenders have been
invited for the Peripheral
Ring Road, for which the

work will start this year it-
self, the Chief Minister
said. He also told the gath-
ering that the Metro serv-
ices are being extended,
many beautification
works have been taken up
in the city and greater em-
phasis is being given for
improving the infrastruc-
ture of the city. Bommai
attributed the present
civic woes of the city to
failure of the previous
governments to take up
underground drain works,
development of roads and
Cauvery water supply
works in many parts of
the city.

Referring to traffic con-
gestion, the Chief
Minister said measures
are being taken to ease the
vehicular traffic flow and
satellite towns would be
developed to decongest
Bengaluru.

Bengaluru to be developed with
world-class amenities: Karnataka CM

Kolkata, Jul 01 (PTI):

Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen has ex-
pressed concern over the
current state of affairs in
India and said people
should work towards
maintaining unity. He
also said that divisions
should not be made on re-
ligious lines.

"I think if someone
asks me if I'm scared of
something, I would say
yes'. There is a reason to
be afraid now. The cur-
rent situation in the coun-
try has become a cause for
fear," the celebrated econ-
omist said on Thursday at
the inauguration of
Amartya Research Centre
in Salt Lake area.

"I want the country to
be united. I don't want di-
vision in a country that
was historically liberal.

We have to work together,"
he said.

Asserting that India
cannot belong only to the
Hindus or to the Muslims,
the octogenarian stressed
on the need to stay united
in line with the country's
traditions.

"India cannot be (a
country) of Hindus only.
Again, Muslims alone
cannot make India.
Everyone has to work to-
gether," Sen added.

People should work together to
maintain unity: Amartya Sen

Jaipur, Jul 01 (PTI):

In a major reshuffle in
Rajasthan, 32 IPS officers
including Inspector
General (IG) and
Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Udaipur, where a
tailor was brutally killed,
have been transferred, ac-
cording to the state depart-
ment of personnel.

Kanhaiya Lal was killed
Tuesday afternoon by two
cleaver-wielding men, Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad, who posted a
grisly video of the crime
online claiming responsi-
bility for the beheading.

SPs of 10 districts in-
cluding Udaipur have been
transferred in the list is-
sued by the department
late on Thursday night.

Udaipur IG Hinglaj Dan
was removed and posted
as IG civil rights. Praful

Kumar, IG ATS was made
the new IG of Udaipur.

At the same time, SP
Udaipur Manoj Kumar
was transferred to second
battalion of Rajasthan
Armed Constabulary
(RAC) in Kota.

Vikas Kumar, who was
Ajmer SP, will now take
charge of the new SP in
Udaipur. Jodhpur Police
Commissioner Navjyoti
Gogoi was transferred to
Rajasthan Police Academy
(RPA) as IG.

Ravidutt Gaur, IG Kota,
has been made the new
Police Commissioner of
Jodhpur. DCP Jodhpur
East Bhuvan Bhushan
Yadav was shifted to 9th
Battalion of RAC in Tonk.

It may be noted that
communal tension erupt-
ed in Jodhpur, hometown
of Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot in May.

32 IPS officers including
Udaipur IG & SP transferred
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PHOTO SHOOT

Actor John Stamos clowns around with Donald Duck during a photo shoot with his 5-year-old son Billy and wife
Caitlin in Castaway Cay, The Bahamas.

London, Jul 01 (AP):

Britain’s government is
dealing with another
boozy scandal after the
deputy chief whip re-
signed from his post fol-
lowing a drunken incident
and Prime Minister Boris
Johnson faced calls on
Friday to expel the law-
maker from the
Conservative Party.

Chris Pincher, whose
role was to maintain disci-
pline among Tory mem-
bers of Parliament, sub-
mitted a letter of resigna-
tion to Johnson on
Thursday.

I drank far too much” on
Wednesday night, Pincher
said in the letter. I’ve em-
barrassed myself and
other people, which is the
last thing I want to do, and
for that I apologise to you
and to those concerned.

But he said he would re-
main as a Conservative

lawmaker and continue to
support Johnson from the
back benches of
Parliament.

Johnson didn’t answer
when journalists shouted
questions to him outside
his 10 Downing St. resi-
dence about whether he
would suspend Pincher
from the party.

Pincher’s resignation as
deputy chief whip added
to the prime minister’s
troubles.

Johnson last month sur-
vived a no-confidence vote
triggered by investigations
into parties held in gov-
ernment buildings when
coronavirus lockdowns
prohibited group gather-
ings. A Conservative law-
maker also resigned for
watching pornography on
his phone in the House of
Commons.

After returning from
this week’s Group of
Seven and NATO sum-

mits, Johnson was looking
to put those embarrass-
ments — and his party’s
defeat in two special par-
liamentary elections — be-
hind him.

Conservative Party
chairman Oliver Dowden
quit last week when the
Tories lost two seats in by-
elections, saying the party
cannot carry on with busi-
ness as usual .

But Johnson has re-
mained defiant amid ap-
peals for his own resigna-
tion and said he wouldn’t
call an early election. The
next general election must
be called by 2024.

British tabloid The Sun
reported that Pincher
groped two men on
Wednesday night at a pri-
vate members club in
London for the
Conservative Party.
London’s Metropolitan
Police force said it hadn’t
yet received any reports of

assault at the event.
It was the second time

that Pincher, 52, quit a gov-
ernment whip job. In
November 2017, he re-
signed as a junior whip
after a complaint that he
made an unwanted pass
at former Olympic rower
and Conservative candi-
date Alex Story.

But Prime Minister
Theresa May brought him
back into a government
position in 2018 by mak-
ing him deputy chief
whip.

When Johnson took
over in July 2019, Pincher
was moved to the Foreign
Office as a junior minister
before returning to the
whips’ office again.

Britain’s opposition
Labour Party said that
Johnson’s government
had questions to answer
about why Pincher was
put into the position in
the first place.

UK government faces new boozy
scandal as deputy whip quits

Paris, Jul 01 (AP):

A European military
task force that helped
Mali’s government fight
Islamic extremists has
formally withdrawn from
the West African country
amid tensions with its
ruling military junta.

The French military,
which spearheaded the
Takuba task force, an-
nounced on Friday that it
officially ended its work
on Thursday.

The move was tied to
France’s decision earlier
this year to withdraw
troops from Mali after
nine years helping
Malian forces fight vio-
lent extremists who had

threatened to seize power.
The Takuba force was

composed of several hun-
dred special forces troops
from 10 countries:
Belgium, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia,
France, Hungary, Italy,
Netherlands, Portugal,
and Sweden. It aimed at
training and protecting
Malian combat forces.

Despite the withdrawal,
the French military called
the force a strategic and
tactical success and an ex-
ample of what Europeans
are able to achieve togeth-
er in complex security en-
vironments”, saying that
lessons learned from
Takuba could be used in
future joint operations.

In announcing its pull-
out, France accused
Mali’s authorities of ne-
glecting the fight against
Islamic extremists.
France is maintaining a
military presence in
neighbouring West
African nations facing
threats from extremist vi-
olence. The departure of
the European force comes
after the UN Security
Council voted on
Wednesday to maintain
the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion in Mali, while con-
demning its military
rulers for using merce-
naries who are accused of
committing human rights
and humanitarian viola-
tions.

European force battling extremists
withdraws from Mali

Kyiv, Jul 1 (AP):

Russian missile attacks
on residential buildings
in the Ukrainian port city
of Odesa early Friday
killed at least 18 people,
including two children,
authorities reported, a
day after Russian forces
withdrew from a strategic
Black Sea island.

Video of the pre-dawn
attack showed the charred
remains of buildings in
Odesa.

The deputy head of the
Ukrainian presidential of-

fice, Kirill Tymoshenko,
said 18 people died, in-
cluding two children. A
spokesman for the Odesa
regional government,
Serhiy Bratchuk, said
on the Telegram mes-
saging app that another
30 had been injured.

Ukrainian news re-
ports said the target of
the missile attack was a
multi-story apartment
building and a recre-
ational area.

The assault comes
after Russian forces
pulled out from Snake

Island on Thursday, poten-
tially easing the threat to
Odesa. But they kept up
their push to encircle the
last stronghold of resist-

ance in the eastern
province of Luhansk.

The Kremlin por-
trayed the pullout from
Snake Island as a good-
will gesture. But
Ukraine’s military
claimed it forced the
Russians to flee in two
small speedboats follow-
ing a barrage of
Ukrainian artillery and
missile strikes. The
exact number of troops
was not disclosed.

Snake Island sits along
a busy shipping lane.
Russia took control of it
in the opening days of
the war in the apparent
hope of using it as a stag-
ing ground for an assault
on Odesa.

At least 18 dead in Russian missile attack on Odesa

Pakistan steeply hikes petroleum
prices under deal with IMF 

Islamabad, Jul 01 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has steeply hiked pe-
troleum prices to imple-
ment the tough precondi-
tions set by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to revive the
stalled USD 6 billion bailout
package for the cash-
strapped country.

Prices of all petroleum
products went up by about
Rs14-19 per litre after the de-
cision came into effect from
midnight on Thursday.
According to a notification
issued by the finance min-
istry, the government im-
posed a Rs 10 per litre petro-
leum levy on petrol and Rs 5
each on high-speed diesel

(HSD), kerosene and light
diesel oil (LDO).

As a result, the per-litre
price of petrol has been in-
creased by Rs 14.85, HSD by
Rs 13.23, kerosene by Rs
18.83 and LDO by Rs 18.68.

The ex-depot price of
petrol now stands at Rs
248.74 per litre, HSD at Rs
276.54, kerosene at Rs 230.26,
and LDO at Rs 226.15.
Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail told the media that
the petroleum levy was im-
posed to revive the IMF pro-
gramme suspended four
months ago after the previ-
ous government led by
Imran Khan reneged from
signed agreements. This is
the fourth hike in petrole-
um under the incumbent

government which took
power in April. The IMF
has set tough preconditions
like hiking electricity tar-
iffs and imposing a levy on
petroleum products to re-
vive the stalled bailout pro-
gramme.

The IMF Fund also asked
Pakistan to set up an anti-
corruption task force to re-
view all the existing laws
that were aimed at curbing
graft in the government de-
partments.

After implementing the
conditions, the IMF would
present Pakistan’s request
for the approval of the loan
tranche and revival of the
programme to its executive
board a process that may
consume another month.

After two pandemic years, a summer
travel bounce and chaos

Jerusalem, Jul 01 (AP):

At a tourism confer-
ence in Phuket last
month, Thailand’s prime
minister looked out at at-
tendees and posed a ques-
tion with a predictable
answer.

Are you ready?
Prayuth Chan-ocha
asked, dramatically re-
moving his mask and
launching what’s hoped
to be the country’s eco-
nomic reset after more
than two years of coron-
avirus-driven restric-
tions. When the crowd
yelled its answer yes, ac-
cording to local media it
might have been speak-
ing for the entire pan-
demic-battered world.

But a full recovery
could take as long as the
catastrophe itself, ac-
cording to projections
and interviews by The
Associated Press in 11
countries in June. They
suggest that the hoped-
for rebound is less like a
definitive bounce and
more like a bumpy path
out of a deep and dark
cave.

Some locales, such as
the French Riviera and
the American Midwest,
are contributing to the
climb more than others
like shuttered, zero-
COVID China, which be-
fore the pandemic was
the world’s leading
source of tourists and
their spending.

P etrol refers to the petro-
leum product manufac-

tured from crude oil mainly
through fractional distilla-
tion. The basic chemical for-
mula for petrol is CnH2n+2.
Since the past 50 years, petrol
has been the main source for
transportation. The manu-
facturing of petrol involves

several complex processes
which increases the cost of
production and this leads to
higher prices of petrol in the
market. The limited quantity
of raw materials and the
long duration which is re-
quired for the development
of crude oil is another con-
tributing factor for higher
price of Petrol. The main
concern pertaining is that,
even after paying higher
prices, the consumers often
receive low quality petrol
due to adulteration.

Adulteration of petrol im-
plies to the addition of low-
quality materials to pure
petrol in order to minimize
the cost of production, to
maximize profit and to lower
the quality of petrol. The
most common adulterants in
petrol are PDS kerosene and
diesel. Other liquids such as
Hexane, Naphtha and SBP,
having similar properties
such as density and boiling
point with that of petrol are
also used as adulterants.

The dealers add adulter-
ants to petrol without con-
sidering the damage it could
cause to the vehicles.
Continuous use of adulterat-
ed petrol cause damage to
the engine tailpipe and other
components of vehicle,
which means direct compro-

mise with safety of the con-
sumer.

Several dealers could be
seen selling petrol without
permission. In such cases the
possibility of adulteration is
maximum. Petrol adulter-
ation hits both the vehicle
and the environment. Petrol
adulteration increases the
emission of total hydrocar-
bons, carbon monoxide, ni-
trogen oxides and thus adds
to air  pollution. Increase in
the content of carbon
monoxide could lead to dras-
tic health effects in humans.

Hundreds of petrol adul-
teration cases are being reg-
istered daily all across the
country. In Hyderabad, a case
of auto drivers mixing
kerosene with petrol has
been reported on 25 Jan 2021.

With the rise in petrol
prices, there is a trend of
using adulterated fuel by the
auto drivers who are mixing
kerosene in petrol and diesel.
It is leading to a severe effect
on the environment and is ul-
timately contributing to glob-
al warming. The drivers who
run vehicles on contract are
using adulterated fuel as
they are not concerned about
the vehicle engines getting
damaged.

According to a survey done
by the Indian government in
2019, Maharashtra has
recorded highest number of
petrol adulteration near
about 604 cases, followed by
Uttar Pradesh with 566 cases.
Adulteration of petrol is an
illegal and punishable act.
Any person involved in such
unlawful act can be punished
under Essential
Commodities Act or under
Section 420 IPC and also
under Petroleum Act 1934.

All the Indian Forensic
Science Laboratories are au-

thorized by the government
to examine the adulteration
in petrol under Schedule 3
Clause 8(5) of Essential
Commodities Act 1955.

We would like to provide a
quick tip for the consumers:

Filter paper test can be
used for the screening of
adulteration in petrol. It is a
basic test which can be easily
performed by a consumer.

• Take a filter paper/gener-
al use paper

• Place 2-3 drops of petrol
on top of the paper.

• If the petrol is pure, it will
evaporate without leav-
ing any stain or a patch.

• Adulterated petrol will
leave behind a stain or a
patch on the paper used.

A consumer should be
aware of what he/she is pur-
chasing. One must prefer to
purchase petrol from govern-
ment licensed petrol pumps
rather than local shops. “The
awareness about adulter-
ation of petrol will help to re-
duce the cases of quality
compromise of petrol for
consumers.’’

About the authors: Mr.
Rahul Das is an Assistant
Professor, working at
Department of Forensic
Science, Vivekananda Global
University, Jaipur,
Rajasthan, India. He can be
reached at
dasrahulfs@gmail.com

Ms. Mrinaal Vidani is cur-
rently pursuing her BSc
(Honours) in Forensic
Science from Department of
Forensic Science,
Vivekananda Global
University, Jaipur,
Rajasthan. She can be
reached at 

mokshavidani95356@gmail.com.
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Sign of matured democracy
Eknath Shinde as 

CM of Maharashtra 
Eknath Shinde will be

CM of Maharashtra which
shows that there is matured
democracy in our country
and this message will go
outside the country in a
very positive and construc-
tive way. Leader of a region-
al party had been given the
chance to lead the govern-
ment and this message will
go in a very positive way in
Bihar also where the re-
gional party's leader is CM
of state whereas that party
is having less number in as-
sembly.In maharastra elec-
tions were contested jointly
by BJP and Shiv Sena but
after the elections for the
post of CM Shiv Sena
aligned with other parties
which was against the pop-
ular will of the voters and
was against the democratic
set up of the country. When
the political activities start-
ed in the state every one
was targeting BJP that op-
eration Lotus is going on in
Maharashtra but by mak-
ing Eknath Shinde as CM
the party had proved that
party is not after power.The
step of the party should be
appreciated which will
strengthen the democracy
and a positive message will
go within the country as
well as outside the coun-
try.and it is lesson for those
parties who violate the sen-
timents of a common voter.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Udaipur killing
Religious problems be-

tween Hindus and Muslims
are now at its peak. The
killing of a tailor in
Udaipur in broad daylight
is a red flag for the govern-
ment. It should not focus on
religious aspects now, but
should rather work towards
making the country safe
and united. Government of-
ficials should also think be-
fore they make any state-
ments as their words can
provoke people and threat-
en communal harmony and
integrity of the country.

Vanshika Bhasin,
via mail

GST on labelled food
The levying of GST on

various pre-packed and la-
belled food items is unfair.
The common man is al-
ready burdened with infla-
tion, expensive fuel, gas
cylinder prices, FASTag ex-
penses, etc. The savings
schemes in banks are also
not attractive due to the low
interest rates. The only way
out is to stop consuming
these items, which is not
feasible. The government
should also stop unneces-
sary expenditure, like full-
page advertisement in
newspapers, constructing
memorials and statues. The
taxpayers’ money should be
properly utilised for the
welfare of citizens.
Vikramjit Singh, via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

W e talk of and are really confronted with the problem of how
more and more jobs could be created for the unemployed

persons and if we look at the global phenomenon and trend of how
tourism related potential of every hue is harnessed , we as a fast de-
veloping economy have to explore and even commercially exploit
each and every aspect of tourism which if seen in the context of the
global perspective , we in Jammu and Kashmir , particularly in Jammu
division, are still in our infancy in opening up of our vast potential of
tourism as we have lot to showcase , much to develop and still newer
avenues of increasing the tourist footfall found out. Agreed, the
process needs heavy investments as also professional indulgence but
both can be achieved should there be an innovative and enthusiastic
mindset and a strong administrative will. How much tourism can be
instrumental in economic growth and opening up of employment op-
portunities can be gauged by the latest relevant figures as 1 in 4 of all
new jobs across the world comes from tourism sector. Travel and
tourism contributes 10.5 percent of global GDP and nearly 11 percent
of all jobs. India, though with promising projections of tourism’s con-
tribution to annual GDP by 2028 to be around 10.35 percent means
finding out newer avenues , developing hidden potential to full capac-
ity and making tourism in India not confined to conventional sight-
seeing , mountaineering and religious tourism and adventurous
tourism alone but showcasing and sharing side by side , our rich cul-
ture , cuisine, traditions, music , art and the like on a wider canvas. In
this connection, concept of setting up of ”wayside facilities and
amenities” at best selected locations along Highways and particularly
roads manned by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) is going to be
translated into a reality which will add one more feather in the cap of
making our tourism viable and paying dividends in many ways.
Creating direct and indirect employment through setting up of what
is called ”BRO cafes” and providing wayside amenities to travellers,
tourists and personnel engaged in different activities is another
grand step not only to promote tourism in our border areas but devel-
oping and boosting economic activities. It is important to know, at the
same time, as to what would be in the basket of facilities for the
tourists provided by these cafes. In this connection, it is learnt that
the main facilities for parking of vehicles shall be ensured. Food plaza,
restaurant, rest rooms for men and women separately, also for differ-
ently abled, medical – first aid facilities and MI rooms etc are pro-
posed to be provided by these cafes and depending on the rate of
success of these cafes, not only the number could be increased but
additional facilities too can be provided. Through these lines we have
already mentioned about how border villages under specific schemes
of the Central Government were being developed as also how infra-
structural support especially that of better connectivity, power, water
and medical facilities were envisaged to be provided in the border
areas and villages.  Like generally always, Jammu and Kashmir in-
cluding the UT of Ladakh are going to have maximum , 26 from out of
the 75 BRO cafes set up. Lot of credit goes to the efforts of the BRO in
connecting places and villages across the north eastern states in par-
ticular, which has resulted in addressing the strategic needs of the
local people , hence multi utility wayside facilities along the major
tourist circuits in the shape of setting up of cafes having been mooted
by the Ministry of Defence.

Boosting Border Tourism
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MRINAAL VIDANI AND RAHUL DAS

A view of waterlogged streets after heavy monsoon rains, in Patna, Friday, July 1.

Adulteration of petrol: A direct 
compromise of quality for consumers

RAINS IN PATNA

Kajal Chatterjee

Bardhaman-Howrah Railway Line
passes through a large expanse of
Hooghly district which is nothing but
sea of greenery. And within that
stretch of greenery, exists a sweet-
sounding desolate station named
Simlagarh. Since the habitation
around Simlagarh station comprises
only a few dwellings, the station
hardly gets a few footfalls.  Both
sides of the Railway Station are
graced by "unending" paddy fields
stretching to the horizon, banana
plantation, bamboo bush and ponds.
Two long platforms, with few bench-
es, are connected by an overbridge.
The historic Grand Trunk Road pass-
es by a hand-shaking distance from
the station on the Northern side. On
the Southern side of the station, 2
huge heaps of sand resembling hills
almost kiss the platform. During my
college days in Hooghly, I got intro-
duced to Simlagarh station. Without
stepping onto the platform, I had fall-
en in love with this station at the very
first sight from the window itself.

Despite passing over Simlagarh
station for decades; I have stepped
upon the platform only once ---- ex-
actly 30 years ago, prior to the

College-leaving examination. Within
a kilometer of the station, there ex-
ists a Kali Temple right beside G.T.
Road which is reputed to be "living",
"inspiring" many people to seek
blessings there. One fine day, one of
our hostel mates proposed that we
pay a visit there and pray to the deity
for our success in the exam. Despite
being a confirmed agnostic, I had
also joined the group just because
the destination is Simlagarh and I
cannot miss the opportunity to step
upon my much-cherished station. My
joy simply knew no bounds as I
alighted at the station. Previously I
used to appreciate the greenery and
rural ambience from the window of
the train; now I am bang in the midst
of it. A pond here, a haystack there,
surrounded by lush green paddy
fields were acting as soothing balm
in parched eyes and souls. And the
small Kali temple was located within
such a backdrop only. Perhaps due to
the calm serene surroundings, I was
feeling the presence of the Divine
both within and outside the temple.
Recently, a close relation of myself
passed away prematurely in
Bardhaman. Following the funeral at
night, next morning myself and a
senior relative started for an ancient

holy religious place named Tribeni to
immerse the ashes in the waters of
the Hooghly. Since we were negotiat-
ing G.T. Road, the car was destined to
pass through Simlagarh. I noticed
that the sparsely populated habitat
has undergone hardly any significant
change. Ashes immersed in Tribeni.
Due to certain compulsions, I would
have to return to my Kolkata resi-
dence. I could have easily started my
return journey from Tribeni.
However, to give company to my
mentally-shattered senior relative
who was returning to Bardhaman, I
also started the journey with him in
the car. As the car was passing
through Simlagarh, I decided to dis-
embark right at this place as
G.T.Road almost touches the station

here. So for the second time in life,
again I stepped upon the platform of
Simlagarh --- after a yawning gap of
30 years.  The whole station appears
exactly as 1992. 2 platforms, It seems
time has simply come to a dead stop
in Simlagarh. With eyes wide open
and chest inhaling fresh air, I em-
braced Simlagarh to the full. Equally
another thought was constantly
haunting my mind --- Could I have vi-
sualised during my first Simlagarh
visit that a cruel bend in my life
would ensure my return here after 3
decades. Would I enjoy the station till
my train arrives or would I remain
blind to it due to my mental turmoil.
Instead of exerting my already de-
pressed mind, I took a seat upon the
platform bench and allowed my
thoughts to flow freely. So on the one
hand, the faces of my long-lost col-
lege friends were coming in my mind
with whom I had arrived here on my
first visit; on the other the memories
of the departed soul were also hitting
me. Also got remembered of that
eternal Tagore creation "Aaj Jyotsna
Raate Sobai Gechhe Bone"
("Everyone has gone to the forest in
a moonlit night today") which he had
composed following the premature
death of his younger son Shomi. By

witnessing the full moon shining in
its own glory with natural ambience
remaining absolutely unchanged de-
spite the tragedy of his son's untime-
ly death;  Tagore realised that his
son's death is nothing but his own
personal loss with life moving on in
its own rhythm transmitting the eter-
nal message that the show must go
on --- "I have to rinse and mop up my
apartment/ Pretty carefully/ I must
remain awake, I am not sure when he
would come/ If at all he can remem-
ber me / Amid the weird breeze of
the spring". The free flow of
thoughts in my mind amidst the
soothing nature of Simlagarh surely
invoked the Tagorean philosophy
within my psyche, thereby inspiring
me not to overburden myself with
laments; rather I should try my level
best in ensuring my cooperation in all
regards to the surviving members of
the unfortunate family as the show
must go on with all duties and re-
sponsibilities requiring sincere ad-
herence. While bidding adieu to
Simlagarh, promised the scenic sur-
roundings to again return amidst it;
hoping in a much better frame of
mind --- if not materialistically, at
least in spiritual terms and in a much
awakened state.

Simlagarh - The show must go on

W ithin a week two strong messages have emanated from the
two sparring world powers, aimed at controlling the world or

realigning the current global order. US President Joe Biden June 26
and the Chinese President Xi Jinping on June 23 have announced two
new global initiatives at BRICS and G7 Summits, respectively. Last
week in his address on June 22 at the 25th St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum and the next day, on June 23 at BRICS
Summit in Beijing, the Chinese President Xi Jinping stressed the need
to forge greater synergy amongst countries for greater international
development and close the development gap, by pooling resources,
platforms and networks of development partnerships. Noting that the
international community is keen to achieve more equitable, sustain-
able and secure development, Xi said it is important to seize opportu-
nities, meet challenges head-on, and work on the implementation of
the 'Global Development Initiative' (GDI) to build a shared future of
peace and prosperity. The Chinese President proposed the GDI in his
speech to the 76th Session of the UNGA in September last year. The
plan charts a course for international development, based on China's
goals and priorities. Meanwhile, at the recent G7 Summit at Schloss
Elmau in the Bavarian Alps, Germany, President Biden on 26 June re-
launched his initiative to provide infrastructure funds to poor and de-
veloping countries only a year after a largely similar scheme was un-
veiled at the G7 conference in Cornwall last July under the label 'Build
Back Better World'. The fund was relaunched at the start of the G7 in
Germany on Sunday as the 'Global Investment and Infrastructure
Partnership'. The avowed aim of this initiative is to become an alter-
native to the Chinese belt and road initiative (BRI) that Beijing has
used for more than a decade to expand its economic ties and influ-
ence with developing countries. The partnership aims to generate
$600 billion of private and public funds by 2027, with $200bn over the
next five years coming from the US. Projects cited at the event in-
clude a secure sub-sea cable linking Europe and south-east Asia, an
industrial mRNA vaccine plant in Senegal, solar projects in Angola, a
modular nuclear reactor plant in Romania and a port linking
Christmas Island with the rest of the world. The common denomina-
tor at these two high-level summits was the presence of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This underlines the importance, which both
China and the US attach to India currently. It is majorly due to its in-
dependent and realistic foreign policy, that the Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi praised India for calling out the West at the GlobSec
2022 Bratislava Forum, earlier this month, where Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar had said that New Delhi and Beijing can manage their bi-
lateral relationship on their own, and stressed the need for the world
to come out of its Eurocentric mindset. India so far has neither en-
dorsed the Chinese president's GPI nor has commented so far on
Biden's new initiative. It continues to pursue a completely independ-
ent international foreign and trade policy and due to its geopolitical
and economic importance, its unwavering stand has endeared it to
both the blocs, and both seem to be courting it seriously. Meanwhile,
on June 28, the US announced a new alliance for the Pacific including
Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the UK to boost economic and se-
curity ties with the Pacific island nations. Also, on the heel of the G7
summit, the NATO summit, to be held in Madrid this week, will for the
first time include the top leaders of four Asia-Pacific countries, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand, and also for the first time,
the bloc will identity China in its new strategic concept, a key docu-
ment on NATO's future security trial and military development will be
adopted at the summit. This underlines India's central role in the new
thrust for the Indo-Pacific by the western nations led by the US and if
India plays its cards well, it could translate into benefits for the coun-
try in both defence and economic & trade areas.

New global development
partnerships

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

“In the past 10
years petrol tax
has been increas-
ing continuously
with the sky ris-
ing price of
petrol in the
market. About
4,375 cases of
fuel adulteration
have been
recorded within
the country in
last two years.
Thus, it becomes
important for
every citizen to
be aware of such
activity.’’
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Top achievers 

Hyderabad:
Telangana Industries
Minister K T Rama
Rao hailed the State
being rated as a top
achiever along with
six other States in
ease of doing business
(EoDB) rankings.
“Proud that
#Telangana has
topped the Ease of
Doing Business rank-
ings yet again “DPIIT
has rated Telangana
state as a top achiever
along with six other
states. “But what my
State offers is not just
ease of doing business
but also more impor-
tantly peace of doing
business,” Rama Rao
tweeted.

Fuel tax
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Friday
slapped an export tax
on petrol, diesel and
jet fuel (ATF) shipped
overseas by firms like
Reliance Industries
Ltd, and imposed a
windfall tax on crude
oil produced locally by
companies such as
ONGC and Vedanta
Ltd. The government
imposed a Rs 6 per
litre tax on export of
petrol and ATF and Rs
13 per litre tax on ex-
port of diesel, finance
ministry notifications
showed. Additionally,
it levied a Rs 23,250
per tonne additional
tax on crude oil pro-
duced domestically. .

Hospitality industry 

New Delhi: The hos-
pitality industry is ex-
pected to do well going
forward barring un-
forseen situations,
and occupancy of
Indian Hotels
Company Ltd is ex-
pected to rise, compa-
ny’s chairman N
Chandrasekaran said.
Answering sharehold-
ers’ queries at the
Indian Hotels
Company’s annual
general meeting on
how the company will
tap the market,
Chandrasekaran said:
We are having an ex-
pansion plan. By 2025
we want to touch 300
properties.

Gold import duty 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has hiked
gold import duty to 15
per cent from 10.75
per cent to check cur-
rent account deficit
(CAD) and rising im-
port of the yellow
metal. The duty
changes came into ef-
fect from June 30.
Earlier, the basic cus-
toms duty on gold was
7.5 per cent, now it
will be 12.5 per cent.
Along with agricul-
ture infrastructure
development cess
(AIDC) of 2.5 per cent,
the effective gold cus-
toms duty will be 15
per cent. There has
been a sudden surge
in imports of gold. In
the month of May, a
total of 107 tonnes of
gold was imported
and in June also the
imports have been sig-
nificant.

New Delhi, Jul 01:  

The government is
watchful and mindful of
the impact of falling rupee
on the country’s imports,
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, while as-
serting that Indian curren-
cy has performed relative-
ly better than others
against dollar.
Depreciation of rupee
makes India’s imports
costlier, while on the other
hand exports become at-
tractive. “The Reserve
Bank of India is very
keenly watching the ex-
change rate. We are not
alone in this world. We are
also open as an economy...
the rupee against the dol-
lar and other currencies
versus the dollar, the
rupee has performed rela-
tively better,” she said.
Acknowledging that
falling rupee would im-
pact immediately on im-
ports, which will become
expensive, she said, “That
is one thing I am very

watchful and mindful of
because a lot of our indus-
tries do depend on some
essential goods to be im-
ported upon for their pro-
duction.” Emerging mar-
ket currencies have been
falling against the dollar
amid geopolitical tensions
in the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine war, concerns
over growth, high global
crude prices, sustained in-
flation and central banks
worldwide adopting hawk-
ish monetary policy ap-
proach. The rupee
breached the psychologi-
cally significant level of 79
per dollar level for the first
time ever on Wednesday

and has also hit a series of
lifetime lows this month.
In its Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said
the rupee has performed
relatively better than its
peers. “While the Indian
Rupee (INR) has been sub-
jected to bouts of down-
ward pressure, it has
emerged among the better
performing currencies rel-
ative to peers,” the 25th
FSR report said. The
rupee hit its all-time low of
79.12 against dollar during
the intra-day trade but re-
covered to close at 78.94
(provisional) against the
greenback on Friday.
Since the war in Ukraine
broke out in late February,
the RBI has expended its
foreign exchange reserves
in order to shield the
rupee from steep deprecia-
tion. Since February 25,
the headline foreign ex-
change reserves have de-
clined by USD 40.94 bil-
lion.

Govt watchful and mindful of impact
of declining rupee on imports: FM

New Delhi, Jul 01:

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today unveiled the-
new Urban Cruiser
Hyryder, Toyota’s first
S e l f - c h a r g i n g
StrongHybrid Electric
SUV and the first of its
kind, in the B SUV seg-
ment in India.As one of
Toyota’s sustainable mo-
bilityofferings, the Urban
Cruiser Hyryderinherits
Toyota’s global SUV line-
age with its bold and so-
phisticated styling and ad-
vanced tech features, mak-
ing it a perfect choice in
the segment. The new
modeldelivers topperfor-
mance and best in class
fuel efficiency along with a
luxuriousquiet cabin, the
new SUV a perfect match
for the diverse needs of
the Indian car buyer.

Based on theAdvanced
Body Structure, the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder has been
designed for a greener fu-
ture,deliveringa unique
combination of exemplary
dynamic performance,

best in class fuel economy,
quick acceleration, lower
emissions,and a smooth
drive. Powered by e-drive
transmission with 2WD
and beinga Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric
Vehicle, the Urban Cruiser
Hyryderis capable of run-
ning 40% of distance and
60% of time on electric
(EV) or zero emission
mode*. The new model is
also available with a 1.5-

liter K-series engine with
Neo Drive (ISG), 5 Speed
Manual Transmission&6
Speed Automatic
Transmission with 2WD &
4WD options. Over the
years, Toyota has con-
stantly worked towardsad-
vancing electrified vehicle
technologies in India with
a focus on local procure-
ment of electric power-
train parts, aligning with
the “Make in India” initia-

tive promoted by the
Government. Present at
theoccasion of its un-
veilingin New Delhi, Mr.
Vikram Kirloskar- Vice
Chairman, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor said,
“Toyotahas always been
guided by the strong com-
mitment to build a sus-
tainable community, living
in harmony with
nature.One of our key fo-
cuses is to shift towards
low-carbon energy sources
and provide practical and
sustainable mobility solu-
tions, in support of vari-
ous ambitious national
goals.”

Also present at the occa-
sion & speaking on TKM’s
sustainable mission, Mr.
Masakazu Yoshimura,
Managing Director, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor said, “We
are proud to add another
milestone product to our
line-up of electrified vehi-
cles in India. Over the last
25 years, Toyota in India
has continuously worked
towards meeting the mo-
bility needs of consumers.

Toyota forays into coveted B-SUV segment
in India with ‘The Urban Cruiser Hyryder’

Models pose with the newly launched Toyota Urban
Cruiser Hyryder, in New Delhi, Friday, July 1,

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

Reliance Jewels, India’s
leading jewellery brand,
has launched the new ex-
clusive Bella collection ‘.
This special collection
aims to add a dash of
colour and make every day
special for the millennial
and the GenZ women of
today. Reliance Jewels cel-
ebrates the essence of
modern women with the
launch of this exquisite
rose gold and semi-pre-
cious colourstonejew-
ellery with minimalistic
and modern designs. Bella
isan attitude! A statement!
That will make the style
stand out from others.
This special collection is
designed to add a dash of
colour and make every day
special. The pieces from
Bella are minimalistic,
and contemporary making
it an ideal for work or even

casual dinners. These lari-
at style neckwear and
sleek, lightweight earrings
have become a coveted al-
ternative to wearing heavy
designs of jewellery on a
daily basis.

An intricate composi-
tion of delicate designs
with eyeon detail and pre-
cision, this elegant collec-

tion is ideal for your every-
day moments from your
impromptu dinner plans
to shopping with friends,
for mini-vacations with
family to Sunday brunch-
es, for the small celebra-
tions at home to weekend
parties or dinner dates.

Commenting about the
new collection, Sunil
Nayak, CEO of Reliance
Jewels said,“We at
Reliance Jewels are ex-
tremely thrilled with our
newest addition of the
contemporarydesigns in
our exclusive Bella
Collection.

Every design from this
collection is crafted to dis-
play the elegance and a
sense of style that the
young women of today-
seek. The collection aims
at making every day spe-
cial for them in true sense
with a dash of colour this
time.

Reliance Jewels launches Bella Collection

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

Gillette India continues
its legacy of creating
thought-provoking com-
mentary on the societal
notions that limit our po-
tential, through its flag-
ship campaign#Shaving
Stereotypes.

The newest edition of
the shaving stereotypes
campaign, titled
#Engineering Change
urges young Indian stu-
dents to introspect and re-
think how education can
be a steppings tone for
changing more than just
their own lives. In line
with its global mission of
inspiring ‘The Best a Man
Can Be’,the film authenti-
cally portrays the one-di-
mensional perspective
with which many people

treat their education and
degrees. The featured true
story serves as an exam-
ple to covey the brand’s
message: every one of us
can meaningfully con-
tribute to our communi-
ties, we just need to be
aware of our true poten-
tial.

The film narrates the
true story of social entre-
preneur Prashant Gade,
whose real-life journey is
an encouraging example
for young Indians togo be-
yond the expectations of
society and redefine our
truest possibilities.In 2018,
Prashant opted out of a
high-paying engineering
job to create the world’s
most affordable bionic
arm. Today, he has
changed the lives of sever-
al people with disabilities,

by inventing and manu-
facturing a low-cost pros-
thetic limb that’s accessi-
ble to all. In doing so, he
has redefined his purpose
and took the unconven-
tional road to bring to life
his true potential, shaving
stereotypes and challeng-
ing norms to inspire fu-
ture generations to follow.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Saurabh Bajpai,
Senior Director &
Country Category Leader,
Gillette Indiasaid: “Since
the beginning, Gillette has
been committed to helping
men look, feel and be their
best.

This commitment is
brought to life through
our brand purpose that in-
spires everything we do
which is: “Grooming the
Next Generation of Men.”

Gillette’s latest campaign 
inspires  to unbox ourselves

BMW drives in 6 Series
50 Jahre M Edition

priced at Rs 72.9 lakh
New Delhi, Jul 01:
German luxury carmaker
BMW on Thursday said it
has launched the ‘50
Jahre M Edition’ of the
BMW 6 Series in India
priced at Rs 72.9 lakh (ex-
showroom). The limited
edition model has been
launched to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary
of the BMW M GmbH, a
subsidiary of BMW AG
which manufactures
high-performance cars,
the automaker said in a
statement. Locally pro-
duced at company’s
Chennai plant, the exclu-
sive edition comes in a
petrol variant the BMW
630i M Sport. Available in
limited numbers only, this
bespoke model can be
booked online via compa-
ny’s portal from Thursday
onwards, the automaker
stated.

New Delhi, Jul 01: 

Industry body Nasscom
on Thursday said the deci-
sion of the GST Council to
waive mandatory registra-
tion requirement for on-
line sellers as part of the
composition scheme will
help small sellers to have a
level playing field. The
composition taxpayers,
making interstate sup-
plies through e-commerce
operators, will yield addi-
tional avenues for growth
to small sellers. “...waiv-
ing off the mandatory reg-
istration requirement for
person supplying goods
through online market-
places as a part of compo-
sition scheme is a positive
development for small
sellers selling online, en-
abling small sellers to

have a level playing field
(vis- -vis offline sellers)
and transform themselves
into organised players,”
the apex IT association
said in a statement.
Nasscom welcomed the
decision of the GST
Council on the in-princi-
ple approval for relaxation
in the provisions for sup-
pliers making supplies
through E-Commerce
Operators (ECOs). “The
composition taxpayers
would now be allowed to

make intra-state supply
through e-commerce oper-
ators subject to certain
conditions. This will give
additional avenues of
growth to small sellers
and provide them the op-
portunity to sell across
India without having a
physical Principal Place of
Business (PPoB) in each
state, thus increasing effi-
ciency and bringing ease
of doing business in
India,” Nasscom said.
This would also encour-

age such sellers to adopt
GST compliances effec-
tively as composition deal-
ers are exempted from the
maintenance of elaborate
accounts and records.
Nasscom also described
GoM’s recommendation
on IT reforms as “another
big move”.

“Putting in place the
AI/ML (Artificial
Intelligence/Machine
Learning) based mecha-
nism to verify the an-
tecedents of the registra-
tion applicants, and im-
proved risk-based moni-
toring of their behavior
post-registration will help
the government in identi-
fying non-compliant tax-
payers at an initial stage
and will help in minimis-
ing risk to the exchequer,”
it added.

GST Council’s decisions will 
help small e-commerce sellers: Nasscom

Mumbai, Jul 01: 

The RBI on Friday asked
banks to test their note
sorting machines for accu-
racy and consistency every
quarter to ensure curren-
cy notes conform to the
prescribed parameters.
Following demonetisation
in November 2016, the
Reserve Bank issued new
notes of Rs 200, Rs 500, and
Rs 2000, besides releasing
new series for other de-
nominations. In the back-
drop of the introduction of
the new series of ban-
knotes, the Reserve Bank
said note authentication
and fitness sorting param-
eters have been reviewed
and a revised set of guide-
lines have been issued for
implementation. In the cir-
cular on ‘Note Sorting

Machines - Authentication
and Fitness Sorting
Parameters’, the RBI said a
fit note is “a note that is
genuine, sufficiently clean
to allow its denomination
to be readily ascertained
and thus suitable for recy-
cling”. An unfit note is the
one that is not suitable for
recycling because of its
physical condition or be-
longs to a series that has
been phased out by the
Reserve Bank of India. “A
note must pass all the fit-
ness parameters to be con-
sidered fit for recycling,”
the central bank said while
prescribing the parame-
ters. The parameters, it
said, provide the mini-
mum standards for cash
handling machines used
by banks. “Notes can only
be recycled/reissued if

they are evaluated as gen-
uine and fit according to
these parameters. An au-
thenticity check is a pre-
requisite for fitness sort-
ing,” the RBI said. The ma-
chines should be able to
identify and segregate sus-
pected counterfeits and
notes which are unfit for
circulation. “Banks shall
ensure that the Note
Sorting machines are test-
ed for accuracy and consis-
tency on a quarterly basis
and recalibrated, if re-
quired. A certificate
(signed by Bank Officials)
to this effect shall be main-
tained for records,” the
RBI said. As a part of fit-
ness sorting, notes with
any visual or physical de-
fects are to be sorted as
unfit as per the criteria
prescribed in the circular.

RBI ask banks to test note sorting
machines on quarterly basis

New Delhi, Jul 01: 

Persistently high infla-
tion globally is to stay here
longer than anticipated as
the ongoing war and sanc-
tions take toll on
economies, threatening a
further slowdown to global
trade volume, RBI said in
its financial stability re-
port released on Thursday.
The global economic out-
look is clouded by the on-
going war in Europe and
the pace of monetary poli-
cy tightening by central
banks in response to
mounting inflationary
pressures, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) report said.
Albeit the domestic econo-
my is facing spillovers
from the global conditions,
it remains on a recovery
path. “The financial sys-
tem remains resilient and
supportive of economic re-

vival. Banks as well as
non-banking institutions
have sufficient capital
buffers to withstand sud-
den shocks. High inflation-
ary pressures, external
spillovers and geopolitical
risks warrant careful han-
dling and close monitor-
ing,” as per the FSR
(Financial Stability
Report). RBI said the
shock waves from the war
in Ukraine and retaliatory
economic and financial
sanctions (on Russia) have
jolted the global economy,
which was already belea-
guered by successive
waves of the COVID-19
pandemic. “The Indian
economy appears to have
weathered the third wave
of the pandemic associat-
ed with the Omicron vari-
ant, although the war in
Ukraine is now casting a
long shadow on the out-

look,” the report said.
Since its previous edi-

tion of FSR in December
2021, RBI said, the global
economic prospects have
deteriorated markedly
consequent to the econom-
ic and financial ramifica-
tions of the war and sanc-
tions taking their toll.

Citing International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
jecting global growth to de-
cline to 3.6 per cent in 2022
from 6.1 per cent in 2021 as
the shock of the war was
to interact with the mone-
tary tightening, financial
market volatility, pandem-
ic and unequal vaccine ac-
cess, RBI said both AEs
(Advanced Economies)
and Emerging Market and
Developing Economies
(EMDEs) are expected to
lose pace by 1.9 percentage
points and 3 percentage
points, respectively.

High inflation globally to stay longer as war and
sanctions take toll on economies: RBI report

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0011::  

The commerce and industry
ministry will on Monday
release the ranking of states
and UTs in terms of providing
an easy regulatory environ-
ment to strengthen the startup
ecosystem for budding entre-
preneurs, an official statement
said on Friday. The last ranking
was announced in September
2020. Gujarat had retained the
top slot then.

The third edition of the rank-
ing of states’ on support to
startup ecosystems will be
released by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
here. 

The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) conduct-
ed the exercise with the objec-
tive to promote India’s vision of
competitive and cooperative
federalism, the ministry said in
the statement. The exercise

was launched in 2018 to
encourage states and Union
territories to work towards
easing regulations for the
growth of startups and
strengthening the support to
the startup ecosystem. “A total
of 24 states and 7 Union
Territories participated in the
exercise this year, an increase
from 25 last year and the high-
est till date,” the statement
added. 

As India becomes one of the
leading startup nations global-
ly, the growth of the entrepre-
neurship in Tier-II and Tier III
cities in the country has
become necessary, the min-
istry said, adding there were 4
states/UTs with startup poli-
cies in 2016 and today, there
are over 30 states/UTs who
have startup policies, and 27
states/UTs have their own
state startup portal. The min-
istry will release the ranking of
states and UTs on July 4. 

Govt to release states’ 
startup ranking on Jul 4

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  0011::    

FMCG and agro food compa-
nies selling packaged fruit juices
and dairy products have shifted
to paper straws despite higher
costs as the ban on plastic
straws comes into effect from
Friday. Most companies have
now put integrated paper straws
with their small tetra packs
after the government declined
their pleas to extend the ban on
plastic straws for six months.
“Dabur has already commenced
production of Real juice packs
with integrated paper straws.
We are committed to meeting
the regulations and will ensure
that all packs come with inte-
grated paper straws,” Dabur
India Executive Director-
Operations Shahrukh Khan said.
The government’s ban on single-
use plastics, including plastic
straw, is going to be effective
from July 1, 2022. Earlier, raising
their apprehensions, companies

had said the country lacks the
technology for manufacturing
paper straws. However, the
domestic paper industry has
rejected these claims. Issuing a
statement last week, the Indian
Paper Manufacturers
Association (IPMA) had said the
domestic paper industry has
enough capacity and technolog-
ical know-how to manufacture
paper for making paper straws
and other similar products.
Terming it as “factually incor-
rect”, IPMA President A S Mehta
had said a “wrong impression”
is being created that presently
there is no Indian paper mill that
can manufacture the required
paper for making paper straws
and opposed any extension of
the deadline on this pretext.
Companies such as Parle Agro
and Dabur have replaced plastic
straws with imported paper
straws, and are also working to
develop domestic manufactur-
ing capabilities.

Plastic ban: Companies
switch to paper straws

Disha Patani to play grey
character opposite John
in ‘Ek Villain Returns’

A
ll set to be seen in a negative character on
the big screen, Disha Patani is enjoying
one of the most interesting phases of

her career. She will be seen along with John
Abraham in the forthcoming film 'Ek Villain
Returns'. With 'Ek Villain Returns'. Disha
will be seen playing a grey character for the
first time in her career. Switching over to a
negative character called for some prepara-
tion, the actress said. "I just followed my di-
rector's advice. I also remember watching a
lot of these negative movies and there was a
point I was like sir I can't watch it anymore
because it's making me into a different
human but I just followed what he told me,
Mohit sir really knows what he wants
and he just makes everybody's life easier."
Disha Patani has previously been no-
ticed for her performance in Mohit
Suri's 'Malang'. This is the second time
she has been roped in for a project by
him. "I got really lucky to work with
Mohit sir in Malang. He inspired me
to go all out. I love the genre and I
would love to even more. This is my
second film with him. I hope he is
not bored of me because I would
love to work with him again and
again." Talking about his experi-
ence working with Disha, John said:
"I think with Disha, it was a fantas-
tic experience to work with. It's
only rare when you get on
screen, and you feel that the
chemistry is working, we felt
the same with Disha." On
the work front, apart from
'Ek Villain Returns', a
few months ago Disha
finished shooting for
Dharma produc-
tion's 'Yodha' star-
ring Sidharth
Malhotra.

Television actress Kavita
Kaushik is all set to make

her OTT debut with crime
thriller 'Tera Chhalaava'. The
web show showcases five sto-
ries of love, deception and mur-
der. The actor is quite excited
about her debut and she opens
up about her role in it. Kavita

is a part of the story 'Happy
Anniversary' in 'Tera
Chhalaava' that is full of
twists and turns - a husband
and wife trying to gain an
upper hand in a marriage
full of deceit.
Kavita says: "OTT is a
great platform that offers
you an interesting range of

roles. With the chance to
essay a wide range of charac-
ters to play, it's perfect for how
I enjoy working now. Also, I
believe finite stories or proj-
ects are what the audiences
want. I'm glad to have pro-
gressed from doing a show for
nine years to a medium that
will allow me to do different
roles that would challenge
and satisfy me as an artist."

The actress further shares

about
her char-

acter and
adds: "My lay-

ered character in
the project is very

different from how
the audience has seen me
so far, so I am looking
forward to their
response."
Sharing her shooting
experience, Kavita adds:
"Thankfully it was quite
effortless for me as I
believe one is as good as
their co-actor and Kabir,
being a fantastic co-
actor, made it very easy
for me. It was absolutely
wonderful to collaborate
with him. Our fun acro-
yoga sessions during the
free time, in between
shots, kept the mood
light and positive."

ACROSS

1. Simple

5. Stop

10. Make over

14. Happily ____ after

15. Role player

16. Quiz

17. What a singer holds

19. Floor piece

20. Tenth mo.

21. Henhouse

22. Peaceful protest (hyph.)

23. Iowa or Ohio

25. Stench

27. Ark skipper

29. Musical drama

33. Diesel ____

35. Leather strap

36. Billion years

37. ____ and void

38. Odor

40. Tiny fly

41. Ike's inits.

42. Don't go

43. Changes for the better

45. Meetings

47. Hindu dress

48. Breathe heavily

49. Green sauce

52. Iron setting

55. Revered one

58. Baby's dinner attire

59. Burn slightly

60. Speed up

63. Paddles

64. Fragment

65. Troubles

66. Fork feature

67. Jobs

68. Happiness

DOWN

1. Office notes

2. Kick out

3. Four-sided figures

4. Do the wrong thing

5. Guitar device

6. Repeat

7. Above

8. Family member

9. Lyrical "before"

10. Go to bed

11. Way out

12. Surrealism's Salvador ____

13. Prophecy

18. Atlantic or Indian

22. Variety

24. Work hard

25. Unwrap

26. River mouths
28. Actor Charlton ____
29. Minds
30. Wimbledon projectile (2 wds.)
31. Frog's kin
32. Picnic pests
33. Purposes
34. Naked
39. Is unable
40. Richard ____ of "Chicago"
42. Thailand, formerly
44. Syrup tree
46. Scanty
50. Baron, e.g.
51. Fat
52. Glasgow native
53. Bangkok native
54. Acquire by labor
55. Frosts
56. Adorn
57. Bullring cries
60. Prone
61. Undercover gp.
62. Oil-drilling equipment
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Jump back onstage and say your peace,
Aquarius. Your active participation in
the conversation of today is critical to
maintaining a healthy energy flow. The
things you say to others will have a pro-
found effect, so choose your words
carefully. Enjoy a physical activity that
involves a group, if possible. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your solid footing may become a bit unsta-
ble today, Pisces, but don't worry about it.
Be a little more flexible and release your
tightfisted grip on the situation. Infuse a
bit of laughter and playfulness into things.
You'll find that the exchange of ideas is a
critical part of the day. Get out of the
house and enjoy lighthearted conversa-
tions whenever possible.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

There's no excuse for laziness today, Aries!
Make sure you get out of bed before the
day ends. You'll find that the more action
you take, the happier you'll be. Express
your thoughts to the people around you.
Get out in the open air and listen to what
the wind has to say. Be active and flexible.
People's emotions are more on the sur-
face, so keep things light and energetic.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

There's no excuse for laziness today, Aries!
Make sure you get out of bed before the day
ends. You'll find that the more action you
take, the happier you'll be. Express your
thoughts to the people around you. Get out
in the open air and listen to what the wind
has to say. Be active and flexible. People's
emotions are more on the surface, so keep
things light and energetic.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might feel like you've come out of
the dark and into the light today,
Gemini. A weight has been lifted, but
there's still a great deal of emotional
drama that needs to work itself out. Go
for a long walk this afternoon and
increase your lung capacity. Get your
heart rate up. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Take a break from your steady climb today
and have a look at the world around you,
Cancer. Enjoy a night out with friends, if
possible, and take an active role in the
conversation. You'll find that the more
socializing you do (even if its remotely),
the more you'll be able to release some of
the tension that you might not even real-
ize you have. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Pay attention to the news today, Leo.
Be sure to check not just the main-
stream news but also the offbeat inde-
pendent publications and websites.
Question what you hear and read. Take
an active role in increasing your knowl-
edge of the world. Take responsibility
for your citizenship by keeping an eye
on what's going on. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today is a great day to go out and get
things done, Virgo. You might find that
you're a bit indecisive, but don't sweat it.
Don't feel like you have to make any
great commitments. You'll do fine jump-
ing around from lily pad to lily pad. Get
yourself into the open and express
what's on your mind. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The name of the game for you today is
action, Libra. The air seems to get
clearer, and it feels as if a weight has
been lifted off you. You might notice a
sudden burst of physical energy urg-
ing you to get out and go for a long
bike ride. Feel the wind blowing
through your hair. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Take some of that knowledge you've
picked up and processed over the past
few weeks and spread it around, Scorpio.
It's time to put your communication skills
to work. You'll find that your emotions are
strongly tied to your actions today, and
that things will take on a much lighter
tone than they have in the past few days.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your physical stamina is apt to be quite
strong today, Sagittarius. You should con-
sider working out to release some of that
pent-up energy. Engage in a sport or
something that involves strategy and good
coordination. Pick up a tennis racquet or
join a basketball game, if possible. You'll
find that your high level of energy will be
the key to coming out on top.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Take a break from the seriousness that
has prevailed over the past couple days,
Capricorn. You'll find that upbeat conver-
sations are the way to navigate through
today's waters. You might notice that
communication is more active and that
words are especially effective. Talk and
people will listen. Listen and people will
talk. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kavita Kaushik 
to make her OTT
debut with ‘Tera

Chhalaava’

F
ear is always looming
at every nook and cor-
ner and you can’t es-

cape it. India’s most await-
ed stunt-based reality show
Maruti Suzuki presents
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi’
Charged by Thums Up is
set to return on COLORS
with a blazing new season.
The dynamic Demigod of
action Rohit Shetty will
challenge 14 daredevil con-
testants with exhilarating
stunts as they navigate
through their innermost
fears in the beautiful boule-
vards of Cape Town.
Packed with lots of Darr
and Terror, infused with
tons of Dare and Josh, the
contestants will have to
showcase a lot of Jigar and
Himmat to tread through
the Khatras. Along with
Maruti Suzuki as the pre-
senting sponsor and
Charged by Thums Up as
the powered by sponsor, the
show also welcomes

Ching's, Amazon Prime and
Hershey's Kisses as the as-
sociate sponsors for the sea-
son. Produced by Endemol
Shine India, Khatron Ke
Khiladi will premiere on
2nd July and air every
Saturday and Sunday at 9
pm, only on COLORS.

The daredevils who will
be competing this season
are prominent personali-
ties including the boss lady
Rubina Dilaik, India’s most
loved bahus Shivangi Joshi
and Sriti Jha, Ace choreog-
rapher Tushar Kalia, tele-
vision’s super star Mohit

Malik, the super talented
Kanika Mann, social media
sensation Mr Faisu aka
Faisal and Jannat Zubair,
the cute and chirpy Aneri
Vajani, fashionista Erika
Packard, the diva Chetna
Pande and the entertaining
trio- Nishant Bhat, Pratik

Sehajpal and Rajiv Adatia.
The contestants will be
seen performing adrena-
line-rushing stunts such as
Sriti slacklining with a
snake around her neck,
Kanika facing a guard dog
attack, Mohit facing the
lions, Shivangi enduring
electric shocks, Tushar per-
forming aerial stunts,
Rubina performing a car
stunt, Aneri fighting off
the bugs, Jannat tackling
with snakes and much
more. At every step, at
every turn, at every inch,
the contestants will be
faced with unlimited kha-
tras with no hope of
respite.

Join the contestants on
their exciting battle of
courage on Maruti Suzuki
presents Khatron Ke
Khiladi ‘Charged’ by
Thums Up starting July
2nd every Saturday and
Sunday at 9 pm, only on
COLORS.

‘Khatron Ke Khiladi 12’  premieres today

S
tar Plus is bringing its viewers a
new offering 'Anandi Baa aur
Emily' with a completely different

take on a traditional 'Saas-Bahu' dynam-
ic, with a star cast of Jazzy Ballerini as
the titular character 'Emily', Mishkat
Varma as 'Aarav' and Kanchan Gupta in
the role of a traditional mother-in-law
'Anandi Baa'.

Nation's resident 'Saasu Maa'
Kokilaben may be making a cameo in
the show 'Anandi Baa aur Emily'. If it
does happen, she will surely give lots of
tips to our 'Anandi Baa' on how to han-
dle a witty new 'Bahu'.

Produced by Optimystix
Entertainment, 'Anandi Baa aur Emily'
will take its viewers on a on a colourful
journey of this Saas-Bahu combo. It will
be interesting to see what the character
of 'Kokilaben', given the possibility of
her appearance, will bring to this un-
orthodox mix. We are curious to know
how their characters will react to each

other on-screen. Will 'Emily' be vary of
this new development?

Stay tuned to find out as the show
'Anandi Baa aur Emily' is set to launch
on 4th of July at 6:30 PM, only on Star
Plus!

‘Kokilaben’ to make a cameo
in ‘Anandi Baa aur Emily'!

Vaani Kapoor chuffed to
collaborate with Ranbir
Kapoor for ‘Shamshera’

Bollywood actress Vaani Kapoor, who is gearing up for the release
of her upcoming film 'Shamshera', is extremely happy to collabo-

rate with Ranbir, and feels that Karan Malhotra, the director of the
film, is a visionary story-teller.
Elaborating the same, Vaani said, "'Shamshera' is a dream project
for me. To be directed by someone like Karan Malhotra, who is a
visionary story-teller, is an opportunity that no actor would ever miss
out on. I'm fortunate that he felt I was apt for the part. Karan is
obsessed with his craft and the story that he is trying to tell. I'm a
director's actor so I had an amazing time soaking in his vision and
plan to make Shamshera a truly larger than life big screen specta-
cle." Talking about her pairing opposite Ranbir Kapoor, the actress
added, "I'm also teaming up with one of the best actors of our gen-
eration, Ranbir Kapoor in the film. This is the first time that we have
been paired together on screen and I'm keeping my fingers crossed
that people love our chemistry in the film. Our characters have an
amazing graph and I hope people love and root for it"

Set in the fictitious city of Kaza, the period
actioner will see Ranbir playing the titu-

lar character. Sanjay Dutt plays
Ranbir's arch-enemy in this huge

casting coup.



Birmingham, Jul 01 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja's counter-
attacking partnership
helped India recover to 174
for five at tea on day one of
the rescheduled fifth Test
against England here on
Friday.

Pant (53 batting off 52)
and Jadeja (32 batting off
65) put an unbeaten 76-run
stand off 101 balls to script
India's fightback.

Rain delayed the start of
the second session by an
hour and England were all
over India soon after play
resumed, reducing the vis-
itors to 98 for five.

While James Anderson
did the damaged in the
morning, Matthew Potts
got the prized wicket of an
out of form Virat Kohli
(11) and a shaky Hanuma
Vihari (20) post lunch to
put England on top.

Vihari was the first to
go after Potts trapped him
in front of the stumps
with a full ball that darted
back sharply. In his follow-
ing over, Potts sent back
Kohli, who dragged one on
to his stumps in his half-
hearted attempt to leave
the ball.

The former India skip-
per had looked quite as-
sured in the middle until
he was caught in two
minds while leaving the

ball. Shreyas Iyer (15 off
11), playing his first Test
outside India, started on
an aggressive note by col-
lecting three fours off
Potts. However, Anderson
and the support staff had
done their homework on
Iyer, who has had issues
against the short ball.

The 39-year-old pacer
angled one around the rib
cage area that induced a
faint edge on way to Sam
Billings, who took a bril-
liant one handed catch
diving full-stretched to his
left.

India looked down and
out at that stage and fresh
lease of life was infused in
the innings by the two
southpaws, Pant and
Jadeja.

Pant has made a reputa-
tion of taking the attack to
the opposition even when
chips are down and he just
did that in the company of
the more experienced
Jadeja.

Pant made his intent
loud and clear by advanc-
ing and smashing
Anderson down the
ground. Jadeja too played
his strokes with the high-
light being the straight
drive and cover drive off
Broad.

Put under pressure,
Stokes went for the gam-
ble by giving the ball to
left-arm spinner Jack
Leach. Pant was more
than happy to take the bait
and hammered left-arm
spinner Jack Leach for
two fours and a straight
six to push India towards
150. He got to his 10th half-
century with a four off
Leach towards deep
square leg.
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Pallekele, Jul 01 (PTI) :

The experienced Deepti
Sharma shone with the bat
after her exploits with the
ball, coming to the Indian
women's team's rescue in a
tricky chase for a four-wick-
et win over Sri Lanka in the
first ODI here on Friday.

In the company of Pooja
Vastrakar (21 not out),
Deepti (22 not out) guided
the team home in 38 overs
after being set an easy tar-
get of 172, in Harmanpreet
Kaur's first match as full-
time ODI captain.

Cruising at 123 for three,
India nearly made heavy
weather of what seemed a
comfortable run-chase after
Harmanpreet departed for a
well-made 44, slipping to 138
for six. But Deepti and
Vastrakar ensured India
emerged winners.

India bowled out Sri
Lanka for 171 in 48.2 overs,
and then chased down the
target with 12 overs to spare.

The three-match series is
part of the ICC ODI
Championship.

Harmanpreet took over
the reins in the 50-over for-
mat after the recent retire-
ment of long-time skipper
Mithali Raj.

Thanks to the Indian

bowlers' excellent show in
the series opener, Sri
Lanka's decision to bat first
on winning the toss did not
yield the desired result.
Seasoned off-spinner Deepti
and medium pacer Renuka
Singh (3/29) were the wreck-
ers-in-chiefs, finishing with
impressive figures of 3/25
and 3/29 respectively.

Renuka gave the team's
first breakthrough when
she removed Sri Lankan
skipper Chamari
Athapaththu with a peach
of a delivery that landed in
the channel outside off, forc-
ing the batter to fish at it,
and Yastika Bhatia did the
rest behind the stumps. It
was a huge wicket for India,
and straightaway put the
hosts on the backfoot.

Bowlers do star turn as India
beat Sri Lanka by 4 wickets

SSrrii  LLaannkkaa  wwoommeenn:: 171 all
out in 48.2 overs (Nilakshi
de Silva 43, Hasini Perera
37, Deepti Sharma 3/25,
Renuka Singh 3/29)
IInnddiiaa  WWoommeenn:: 176/6 in 38
overs (Harmanpreet Kaur
44, Shafali Verma 35,
Harleen Deol 34, Deepti
Sharma 22 not out, Pooja
Vastrakar 21 not out; Inoka
Ranaweera 4/39). 

Brief scores:

Renuka Singh picked up her ODI best of 3/29, Sri Lanka vs India, 1st women's ODI, Pallekelle.

Galle, Jul 01 (AP):

Spinners Travis Head
and Nathan Lyon took
four wickets each to give
Australia a 10-wicket win
over Sri Lanka in the first
session on the third day of
the first cricket Test on
Friday. Opting to bat first
after winning the toss, Sri
Lanka made 212 in its first
innings.

Australia was still bat-
ting in its first innings
when play resumed on the
third day on 313-8 and fast
bowler Asitha Fernando
bowled Pat Cummins (26)
with a yorker.

Fernando later sent an
in-swinger to bowl
Mitchell Swepson (1) to
end Australia's first in-
nings at 321, conceding a
109-run first-innings lead.

Sri Lanka made only 113
runs in its second innings
leaving Australia five runs
to win and David Warner
finished the match in four
balls. "Our spinners failed
to put pressure on the op-
position," Sri Lanka coach
Chris Silverwood said.
"We failed to push them.

We found their spinners
put pressure on us and
made life difficult."

Head, bowling his part-
time off spinners, took
four wickets in the space
of 17 deliveries to return 4-
10. He had not taken a

wicket in the 26 previous
test matches.

Lyon continued his good
form, taking 5-90 in the
first innings to return 4-31
in the second. He is now
placed 10th on the list of
all time highest wicket

takers in Test cricket with
436 wickets, passing big
names like New Zealand's
Richard Hadlee (431), Sri
Lanka's Rangana Herath
(433) and India's Kapil Dev
(434) during the test
match.

Head, Lyon give Australia 
10-wicket win over Sri Lanka

Australia's Travis Head (3R) celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Sri Lanka's Lasith
Embuldeniya (not pictured) during the third day of first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and
Australia at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle on July 1.

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 01 (PTI):

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu
crashed out in the
women's singles quarterfi-
nals of the Malaysia Open
Super 750 badminton after
losing to nemesis Tai Tzu
Ying of Chinese Taipei in
a hard-fought three-game
contest here on Friday.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
squandered a game lead to
lose 13-21 21-15 21-13 to the
second seed Tai Tzu, a sil-
ver medallist at the Tokyo
Olympics.

By virtue of the win, the
Chinese Taipei shuttler ex-
tended her domination
over the Indian ace, lead-
ing 16-5 on head-to-head
record. Sindhu has now
lost six matches on the trot
against Tai Tzu.

Sindhu, playing against
drift, made a slow start
and trailed 2-5 in the open-
ing game. But she soon got
her act together and pock-
eted 11 points on the trot to
go into the break leading
11-7.

The Chinese Taipei
shuttler tried to make

comeback into the contest
by playing long rallies but
Sindhu was upto the task
to pocket the opening
game.

Sindhu started the sec-
ond game brightly but her
fancied rival dominated
the proceedings after the
early exchanges to lead 11-
3 at the break.

Tai Tzu continued in the
same vein after the change
of ends and extended her
lead to 14-3 before Sindhu
relied on her powerful
smashes to reduce the
deficit to 17-15.

Tai Tzu, however, re-
grouped quickly and pock-
eted the next four points to
draw level in the contest.

Birmingham, Jul 01 (PTI):

"Jasprit Bumrah, the
match-winning pace
bowler" will be required
way more than "Jasprit
Bumrah, the captain" dur-
ing the ongoing one-off
Test match against
England, feels India's head
coach Rahul Dravid.

Bumrah on Friday, be-
came the 36th player to lead
India in Test cricket and
only the second pacer-cap-
tain after legendary Kapil
Dev.

"Just relax, we need you
more as a bowler than as
captain," that's exactly
what Dravid told the young
skipper, after it became
clear that Rohit Sharma
won't be available for this
game. "I've had a couple of
conversations with him in
the last few days to tell him
to just relax. We need you
more as bowler rather than
as a captain," Dravid told
the official broadcasters
Sony. "I think he is a very
thoughtful individual, un-
derstands the game very
well. Also, he commands
the respect of the team,
which is very important as
a leader," he added. The last
pacer-captain that India

had was Kapil Dev, who
was removed from captain-
cy in 1987. Since then, India
has never had a speed mer-
chant leading the team in
traditional cricket.

"Bowling changes, field
changes obviously will
only get better with time.
It's a new challenge. It's not
easy for a fast bowler to
captain, he's got to think
about his own bowling too.

"Captaincy is something
that you'll get better at as
you do it more," Dravid
added.

Amstelveen , Jul 01 (PTI):

Experienced Indian
women's hockey team for-
ward Vandana Katariya
said being consistent in
each quarter of every
match will be key to the
team's success in the World
Cup, which starts on Friday.

The tournament begins
with the match between co-
hosts Spain and Canada in
Terrassa, Spain.

India will open their cam-
paign against England in
pool B here on Sunday.

"Each match in the group
stage will be crucial and we
cannot take any team easy.
The most important aspect
for us is to be consistent in

every single quarter and be
the best we can without
worrying too much about
the opponent.

"This is something we
have learnt over the years
and it has really worked for
us," Vandana said.

After England, India will
play China on July 5, fol-
lowed by a match against
New Zealand on July 7.

"We have played practice
matches against Chile and
Ireland. Both were very
good as we were able to
practice some tactical
moves for the upcoming
games and were able to get
used to the field which is al-
ways easier when you train
on it," explained Vandana.

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympian
wrestler Deepak Punia
will join compatriot and
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia
for training at the
Michigan University in
the United States ahead
of the 2022
Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham.

The Union Sports
Ministry's Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) will be providing
the financial assistance
for the two athletes to
carry out their training,
travel, daily costs and

boarding for the camp at
Michigan University,
scheduled till July 30.

"Dr Anand, Bajrang's
physiotherapist will also
be attending to Deepak
during the foreign camp,"
said SAI in a release.

The training stint in
USA will be helpful for
preparation for the
Commonwealth Games
and upcoming major
competitions like the
World Championships in
Oregon.

"Both Bajrang and
Deepak are now waiting
for UK Visa and shortly
they will depart for USA,"
it added.

Need to be consistent in
every quarter, says India

striker Vandana

Need Bumrah more as bowler
than as a captain: Dravid

Sindhu loses to nemesis Tai
Tzu Ying, exits Malaysia Open

Taiwan's Tai Tzu Ying reacts after winning against India's Pusarla
V. Sindhu during their women's double quarter-final match at
Malaysia Open badminton tournament at Bukit Jalil Axiata Arena
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Deepak Punia to join Bajrang
Punia in US training camp

Fearless Pant scripts India's fightback
with superb half-century

James Anderson 

Neeraj Chopra 
finishes 2nd in

Stockholm
Diamond League

SSttoocckkhhoollmm,,  JJuull    0011  ((PPTTII)):: Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra clinched his first
top-3 finish at the prestigious Diamond League Meeting with a national
record-shattering effort but missed the 90m mark by a whisker in a star-stud-
ded field here on Thursday. The 24-year-old Chopra opened with a stunning
throw of 89.94m, just 6cm shy of the 90m mark, the gold standard in the
world of javelin throw and that effort eventually turned out to be his best. 

Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Assam Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has
filed a defamation
case against Delhi

Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia for levelling base-
less corruption charges
against him in connec-
tion with the supply of
PPE kits at "higher than
market rates" to National
Health Mission authori-
ties during the first wave
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Sarma's advocate said
on Friday.

The case has been reg-
istered in the court of
chief judicial magistrate,
Kamrup Rural, on
Thursday and listed on
July 22 for initial deposi-
tion by the complainant,

he said. The case pertains
to the allegation of supply
of PPE kits at higher than
market rates during the
first wave of COVID-19 to
National Health Mission
(NHM), Assam, by JCB
Industries, which is co-
owned by Sarma's wife
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

Bhuyan Sarma had
also filed a Rs 100-crore
defamation case against
Sisodia at the court of
Civil Judge No 1 of
Kamrup Metropolitan
district on June 21, over
the same allegations
made by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader.

Manish Sisodia had lev-
elled corruption charges
against Himanta Biswa
Sarma at a press confer-
ence in New Delhi on
June 4. He had specifical-

ly claimed that NHM had
procured PPE kits at in-
flated rates from a compa-
ny co-owned by Sarma's
wife during his tenure as
the state's health minister
in 2020, Sarma's advocate
Devojit Saikia said.

Saikia maintained that
the JCB Industries did
not participate in any bid
to supply PPE kits to
NHM, Assam, nor did it
raise any bill. At that time
(March 2020), the NHM,
Assam, had requested for
PPE kits to fight the pan-
demic which had just
started. The JCB
Industries gave about
1500 PPE kits but it was
not under any contract. It
was part of their
Corporate Social
Responsibility activities,
he asserted.

Woman upset after
fight with husband

gives poison to
three kids

Dhar, Jul 01 (PTI): A 35-
year-old woman in Dhar in
Madhya Pradesh allegedly
administered poison to her
three children and then con-
sumed it herself after an al-
tercation with her husband
on phone, resulting in the
death of two children, a po-
lice official said on Friday.

The incident took place
on Thursday evening in Kod
village, some 45 kilometres
from the district headquar-
ters, Superintendent of
Police Aditya Pratap Singh
told PTI. "Mamta Bai mixed
poison meant to kill rats in
water and gave it to her
children Sakshi (8), Pari (7)
and Kunal (3). She then con-
sumed it herself.
Neighbours rushed them to
a nearby hospital from
where they were taken to a
medical facility in Ratlam,"
he said.

Women carry goods in polythene bags despite the governments ban on the manufac-
ture, sale and use of single-use plastics, in Gurugram, Friday.

NO EFFECT OF BAN

Killers used bike with
number ‘2611’

Udaipur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The motorcycle used for
escape by the killers of an
Udaipur tailor had "2611" as
its registration number, a
possible reference to the
Mumbai terror attacks in
2008. Serial terror attacks
in Mumbai took place on
November 26 and referred
to as 26/11 in general. Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad had fled after
brutally hacking tailor
Kanhaiya Lal to death in
Udaipur on June 28.

Akhtari had paid Rs 1000
to obtain the number of his
choice for the motorcycle
which he had bought in
March 2013, officials said.
The accused were caught in

the Bhim area by the
Rajsamand police hours
after the incident. "The reg-
istration number of the
bike on which they were
fleeing was RJ 27 AS 2611.
The motorcycle was hand-
ed over to the SIT for fur-
ther action," SHO of Bhim
police station said.

Udaipur RTO Prabhu Lal
Bamniya said the motorcy-
cle was issued in the name
of Riaz Akhtari and a fee of
Rs 1,000 was paid for secur-
ing the number in March
2013. On November 26, 2008,
10 Pakistani terrorists ar-
rived at Mumbai by sea
route and opened fire indis-
criminately at people,
killing 166, including 18 se-
curity personnel.

Odisha-based ITI makes
chariot using scrap materials
Berhampur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The Berhampur
Industrial Training
Institute in Odisha,
which has become a
trendsetter in using
waste articles to create
sculptures and artefacts,
has made a chariot
using scrap materials,
an official said on
Friday.

The chariot, which
weighs around 600 kg,
has a height of 12.5 feet
and measures 7 feet each
in width and length, he
said. It was installed in
the institute's open-air
scrap material park dur-
ing the day on the occa-
sion of Ratha Jatra.

Artefacts of two par-
rots and as many horses
are also installed in the
chariot, like in the

Nandighosh -- the chari-
ot of Lord Jagannath,
Berhampur ITI princi-
pal Rajat Panigrahy
said.

The parrots and hors-
es were also made of
waste materials.

Several students and
teachers of various de-
partments, including
welding and painting of
the institute, worked for
around a fortnight to
make the chariot from
scrap materials, he said.

The open-air scrap
park on the campus of
the institute was dotted
with several giant sculp-
tures-all made of scrap
and automobile waste
materials.

Around 35 sculptures
have already been in-
stalled in the park, an of-
ficial of the institute.

NDFB chief Ranjan
Daimary acquitted 

Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

A TADA court here has
acquitted founder chair-
man of now-disbanded
National Democratic Front
of Bodoland (NDFB),
Ranjan Daimary, in a case of
murdering six members of
a family in 1992 in Assam
due to lack of evidence, his
lawyer said on Friday.
Daimary is already serving
life sentence after being
convicted in a case relating
to the 2008 serial bomb
blasts in Assam. His advo-
cate Manas Sarania told PTI
that the TADA court has ac-
quitted Daimary in a case
taken up by it in 2000. It per-
tains to the killing of six
people of a family in
Udalguri district in 1992.
One Dharma-kanta Boro

was initially
f a c i n g
charges in
the case.
D a i m a r y
was includ-
ed in the
trial since
2011, Sarania said. The
court finally acquitted
Daimary and Boro in the
case on Thursday as no evi-
dence could be presented
against him, the advocate
added. Boro was already out
on bail, Sarania said. The
advocate said Daimary is
now facing trial in two
cases, including the 2008 se-
rial bomb blasts. A special
CBI court in January 2019
convicted 15 people in the
serial blasts case, of whom
10 people were given life im-
prisonment.

Bullet train project to ride 
out Maha roadblocks

New Delhi, Jul 01 (PTI): 

The change of govern-
ment in Maharashtra may
fasttrack the bullet train
project with railway offi-
cials expecting a land ac-
quisition file stuck on the
state's chief minister's
desk to move now, a petrol
pump to be shifted to build
a tunnel, and a back-and-
forth over payment for a
"prime land" settled.

The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
corridor is being built at
an estimated cost of Rs 1.1
trillion and will have 12
stations in Maharashtra
and Gujarat. The officials
said 432 hectares of land is
needed in Maharashtra for

the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
project, but implementing
agency National High
Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) has ac-
quired 312 hectares till
now, and struggling to get
the rest primarily due to
the stalling tactics of the
state.

For instance, they said,
the NHSRCL had to cancel
tenders floated in
November 2019 for the con-
struction of the under-
ground terminus at the
Bandra Kurla Complex as
the state government al-
legedly failed to handover
the 4.88-hectare land it had
promised at the BKC.

Sources said the state
asked for Rs 3,500 crore for
the "prime land", and de-
manded this money be ad-
justed against the equity

contribution of Rs 5000
crore of the state's share of
the project. Sources said
the NHSRCL had given 11
extensions after tenders
were floated hoping the
state will release the land.

"This was non-nego-
tiable as the cost of the
project would have signifi-
cantly increased if we
agreed to give the pay-
ment," an official said.
"The Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) which is funding
the project is paying for all
construction, rolling stock
and signalling and not for
the day to day expenses of
the project," he said.

Also, a BPCL petrol
pump on the BKC site has
not been moved despite
been given an alternative
site, the officials said.

Another roadblock is is
small parcel of about 3.92
hectare of land in Vikroli
needed for the 21-km un-
dersea tunnel between
Thane and Virar. Sources
said a tender for construct-
ing the tunnel was also
cancelled because of the
non-availability of this
land.

However, the most signif-
icant bottleneck came from
former chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray's office
as the file on 95 hectare of
forest land to be used for the
project remained stuck
there, the sources said.
They said the approval did
not come through despite
the fact that the NHSRCL
has already paid the
amount mandatory under
the compensatory afforesta-
tion rules.

Assam flood situation grim, 29 lakh affected
Guwahati, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Assam's flood situation
remained grim on Friday
with eight more people los-
ing their lives in the last 24
hours and over 29 lakh still
affected, officials said. Most
parts of Cachar district
headquarters, Silchar, were
still waterlogged, they said.
The death toll due to floods
and landslides this year in-
creased to 159, while one
person was reported miss-
ing, taking the cumulative
number to 36, according to
a bulletin issued by the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA).

An inter-ministerial cen-
tral team (IMCT) of the
Union Home Ministry is in
the state and planned to
visit some flood-affected

areas during the day and
also on Saturday. The team
has been divided into two
groups with one visiting
Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj and the other
going to Nalbari, Bajali,
Kamrup and Morigaon to
assess the damage caused

by the floods, according to
a press release.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma went to
Karimganj, his third visit
to the Barak Valley in the
last ten days, to review the
situation there. He visited
the relief camp at Subhas

High School, Kalibari and
Gopikanagar in the dis-
trict. The chief minister
had earlier made two visits
to Silchar and conducted
an aerial survey of the sub-
merged town.

Several parts of Silchar,
including Meherpur,
Vivekananda Road, Das
Colony, Ambicapatty,
Church Road,
Chandicharan Road,
Bilpar, Public School Road,
Subhash Nagar and NS
Avenue areas, remained
under floodwater.

Deputy Commissioner
Keerthi Jalli said work is
going on to repair the dam-
aged portion of the dyke
breached at Bethukundi
which led to the waterlog-
ging in the town. Work is
also underway to repair
the damaged dyke at

Barjuri in Katigorah rev-
enue circle of Cachar dis-
trict, she said.

She said a priority is
being given to reach the af-
fected people with drink-
ing water and food, while
medical camps are being
set up by the health depart-
ment in all the 28 munici-
pal wards to ensure the
prevention of water-borne
diseases.

Meanwhile, 2,608 villages
under 75 revenue circles
have been affected by the
deluge across the state,
while 3,05,565 people have
taken shelter in 551 relief
camps, according to the
bulletin.Relief materials
were distributed from 355
delivery points among
flood-hit people who have
not taken shelters in the
temporary facilities.

Two die

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  JULY  02,  2022

̈̈ After change in govt

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

Himanta files defamation
case against Sisodia 

Artists perform a dance during the Shimla Book Fair at Ridge, in Shimla, Friday.

TRADITIONAL DANCE FORM

MP CM takes swipe at Kamal Nath 

Jabalpur, Jul 01 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has taken a dig
at state Congress presi-
dent and his predecessor
Kamal Nath over the col-
lapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment in neighbouring
Maharashtra.

He said that while the
Congress had sent Nath to
Maharashtra on the mis-
sion of saving the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment comprising Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress
following a rebellion with-
in the Sena, the attempt
proved futile as the
Thackeray-led dispensa-
tion finally collapsed just
the way Nath had to step
down from his chief min-
ister's position in March

2020.
Talking to re-

porters here on
Thursday night
about the develop-
ments in the neigh-
bouring state,
Chouhan said in
reference to Nath,
"Hum to doobe hain
sanam, tumko bhi
le doobenge. Aur
wo hi kiya, bichare
Uddhav bhi chale gaye (We
are already sunk darling,
but we'll take you with us.
And it so happened that
poor fellow Uddhav also
went away)."

"The Congress is also
strange! Someone who
could not save his own
government was sent to
rescue the one in
M a h a r a s h t r a . . . T h e
Congress never stops
amazing us. There is only

one 'Nath' (master), all oth-
ers are 'anath' (orphan).
The rest of the Congress is
orphan," he added.

The Congress had de-
puted Nath as the AICC
observer in Maharashtra
after Shiv Sena leader
Eknath Shinde rebelled
against his party along
with a group of party
MLAs and independent
legislators, pushing the
Uddhav Thackery-led gov-
ernment to the brink of

collapse.
Days after the

r e b e l l i o n ,
Thackeray re-
signed as the
chief minister on
Wednesday. A day
after his resigna-
tion, Shinde took
oath as the chief
minister, while
senior BJP leader

Devendra Fadnavis was
sworn-in as his deputy.

Nath had to step down
as Madhya Pradesh chief
minister in 2020 after 22
MLAs, most of them loyal
to Jyotiraditya Scidia, re-
signed from the state
Assembly, reducing the
Congress to a minority
with 92 legislators in the
230-member House. The
development paved the
way for the return of the
saffron party in the state

at the helm after a 15-
month rule of the
Congress.

The Congress rebels, in-
cluding their leader
Scindia, were later induct-
ed into the BJP. These
turncoats contested the as-
sembly by polls with most
of them winning it.

Most of these legislators
were rewarded with plum
portfolios in the Chouhan
cabinet, while Scindia was
appointed as the Civil
Aviation Minister in the
reshuffle of the Union cab-
inet.

In March this year, 63-
year-old Chouhan
achieved the distinction of
being the longest-serving
BJP chief minister, break-
ing the record held till
then by former
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Raman Singh.

Over collapse of Uddhav govt in Maha

A damaged road due to floods in Karimganj district, Friday.

1992 Murder Case

SAD to back Murmu 
in presidential polls

Chandigarh, Jul 01 (PTI):
The BJP's former ally
Shiromani Akali Dal on Friday
said it will support NDA can-
didate Droupadi Murmu in
the presidential elections.
The decision was taken by
the party a day after BJP
president J P Nadda reached
out to SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal to seek support
for Murmu. 

The SAD had snapped ties
with the BJP over the now-
withdrawn farm laws.
Addressing the media here,
Badal said, "We have unani-
mously decided to support
Droupadi Murmu for the post
of the President." Citing is-
sues of farm laws and the re-
lease of Sikh prisoners, Badal
said his party has "many dif-
ferences with the BJP" but
the SAD always worked for
the poor and weaker section
of society.

Over corruption charges
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