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Central Chronicle News

Raipur,
Jun 30:
Indian
Adminis-
trative
Services
(IAS)
Officer

Dharmesh Kumar Sahu
on Thursday assumed of-
fice as Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Raipur
Development Authority
after the state govern-
ment had recently given
him additional responsi-
bility. He would continue
as Commissioner of
Chhattisgarh Housing

Board. After assuming of-
fice, the newly-posted
CEO Dharmesh Kumar
Sahu called on RDA
Chairman Subhash
Duppad. He also interact-
ed with the RDA officials
and held discussion over
the various development
and construction works
going on in the
Development Agency.
Sahu is a 2010 batch IAS
Officer and had previous-
ly worked as Narayanpur
District Collector,
Inspector General of
Registration and Stamps,
Director Land Records
and Director Government
Printing Department.

IT conducts raids at state govt 
official’s premises, businessmen

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30 (PTI):
The Income-Tax
Department on Thursday
conducted raids at multi-
ple locations in
Chhattisgarh, including
the premises of a state gov-
ernment officer and some
businessmen, an official
said. The searches are un-
derway since early this
morning in different dis-
tricts, including Durg,
Mahasamund and Korba,
he said.

The IT team assisted by
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) is at the resi-
dence of the Deputy

Secretary at the Chief
Minister's Office in Bhilai
town of Durg district.
However, the nature of ac-
tion being carried out by
the department is not yet
clear, a senior police offi-
cial said. Deputy
Secretary is a State
Administrative Service
(SAS) cadre officer.

The searches were also
underway at the premises
of some businessmen, in-
cluding a prominent one
who is close to senior
politicians. Further details
of the action are awaited.
In February 2020, the IT de-
partment had conducted
raids at several places in

the Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarh, including
Deputy Secretary’s house.
At the time, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had slammed the BJP-led

Union government and ac-
cused it of weakening the
federal structure and try-
ing to destabilise the
Congress government in
the state.

MMaahhaassaammuunndd:: The Income Tax sleuths also conducted raid at the
residence of Congress leader Suryakant Tiwari and his close associ-
ated in Mahasamund. It is learnt that the IT investigation is going at
five different places. Congress leader Suryakant Tiwari is related to
coal and real estate business and the IT team along with CRPF per-
sonnel first reached at his Anupam Nagar house in Raipur and the
road in front of his residence was blocked. Suryakant Tiwari is having
ancestral house in Mahasamund and there also the IT team raided. In
addition to this IT investigation is on at the residence of one of his
colleagues Ajay Naidu in Mahasamund. On the other hand, IT raid
was also going on at Rintu Singh's place, working as Transporter in
Korba and close to Suryakant Tiwari. The IT team comprised of offi-
cers from Indore, Jabalpur and Raipur.

Raid at residence of Cong leader Suryakant Tiwari

SHG members
cheated of Rs

2.62 lakh 
Raipur, Jun 30: A case of
fraud of Rs 2 lakh 62 thou-
sand 500 from the mem-
bers of self-help group
(SHG) under the pretext
of packaging of washing
powder has come to light
in the area falling under
jurisdiction of Rakhi po-
lice. The members of the
self-help group have filed
a report against the com-
pany director Ramsharan
Tandon.

Complainant Renuka
Sahu told the police that
Ujash washing powder is
manufactured by the
women's self help group
members of village
Bendri. The work of
packing washing powder
was given to Shrimad
Agro Processing
Boriyakala, the agency of
Ramsharan Tandon, in
the year-2020. The agency
director had deposited
the amount from SHG
members in different
bank accounts. However,
the director did not carry
out the work of packing
the washing powder till
date after taking the
amount.

Two arrested
for allegedly
stealing drug
from Godown

Raipur, Jun 30: Police
have arrested two persons
in connection with inci-
dent of theft at a drug
Godown. Police have ar-
rested security guards
Kushal Soni and Rakesh
Kumar Parmar posted in
Godown. The duo had
alegedly stolen two car-
toons of tablets and syrup.

The action has been
taken by Telibandha po-
lice on the complaint
lodged by one Ratandeep
Singh Bhatia. Ratandeep
told police that Kushal
Soni was posted as a secu-
rity guard on Tuesday at
drug godown in Shyam
Nagar. Complainant said
that when he came to
godown and opened it in
the morning he found two
cartoons of drugs missing.

The cartoons were con-
taining cold-cough tablets
and cough syrups. CCTV
footage shows Kushal Soni
along with Rakesh Kumar
stealing medicines. The
stolen medicines were re-
covered from them after
their arrest.

Baghel condemns
Udaipur incident

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30: Amid na-
tionwide outrage over
gruesome murder of a tai-
lor in Udaipur, the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel has con-
demned it and said that
those indulging in such in-
cidents of religious frenzy
should be punished severe-
ly. This kind of religious
frenzy cannot be tolerated,
he said while talking to the
reporters at Raipur Police
Ground helipad today.

The amount of condem-
nation of Udaipur incident
is less, he said. Suspecting
hands of foreign backed
outfit in the incident
Rajasthan Chief Minister
wrote a letter to the central
government and handed
over its investigation to
NIA, Baghel said and
added that culprit should

be punished severely. Two
men brutally killed a tailor
in Udaipur in broad day-
light on June 28 for alleged-
ly posting content in sup-
port of suspended
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Nupur
Sharma. Killers also made
a video of the incident.

About four hours after
the incident, the police ar-
rested both the killers. Now
both of them are in NIA
custody. The atmosphere
seems to be heating up
across the country regard-
ing this incident. In many
districts of Bastar division,
Hindu organizations have
called for a bandh. Many
organizations are also
preparing for demonstra-
tion in Raipur.

i Calls for severe 
punishment of
those involved in
religious frenzy 

Bhupesh Baghel

Sahu assumes
office as RDA CEO

Fatal attack on trivial issue, five arrested
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::  Police have arrested five persons namely Jamuna Prasad
Gupta alias Loknath Gupta, Atul Gupta, Vinay Gupta, Raju Gupta alias
Vijender Kumar Gupta and Pawan Rawat for attacking a person over trivial
matter. Dispute erupted over giving goods quickly in the grocery store. An of-
fense of attempt to murder has been registered against the five. Police said
that these five together had injured Shubham Jal, a resident of Tajnagar, on
June 22 by hitting him with sticks and bricks. Shubham is in the hospital now.

Dr Umesh Kumar Mishra
appointed Pvt

University Regulatory
Commission Chairman

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::  Governor and
Chancellor Universities
Anusuiya Uike on Thursday
appointed Dr Umesh Kumar
Mishra as new Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Private
University Regulatory
Commission. Providing the
above information a press
communique stated that
Amrit Kumar Khalko,
Secretary to Governor, has
issued the above appoint-
ment. As per the orders, the
tenure of Dr Umesh Kumar
Mishra would be for three
years or the maximum age of
70 years whichever is earlier.
Meanwhile, the Governor has
also constituted a three-
member panel to provide
recommendations for the ap-
pointment of Vice Chancellor
at Martyr Mahendra Karma
University Bastar Jagdalpur.
The panel comprising a
Chairman and two members
would submit the recom-
mendations to Governor
within six weeks from the
date of issuing of the notifi-
cations.

Multidisciplinary Research 
Scholars’ Conclave concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30: This
three-day conclave organ-
ized at NIT Raipur came
to an end on Thursday. In
these technical sessions,
research papers from all
18 departments were pre-
sented and reviewed. A
total of 250 papers were
received then the experts
evaluated presentations
of each participant.

Dr. Shrish Verma, Dean
(Academics), was the
chief guest for the vale-
dictory session. Dr.
Awanish Kumar,
Assistant professor, Bio
Technology hosted and
summarized the event. He
applauded Dr. Suvira
Srivastav, Publishing
Director Journals,
Springer Nature who de-
livered a great presenta-
tion on the first day brief-
ing about the ways and

significance of being an
effective communicator.
He shared about the tech-
nical sessions that were
held at different locations
inside the campus during
the course of these three
day event. He expressed
his gratitude towards Dr
Sunil Kumar Satpathy,
Deputy Librarian,
National Institute of
Technology, Raipur for
enlightening scholars and
sharing about the enor-
mous benefits of e-re-
sources at NIT Raipur.

Dr. Prabhat Diwan en-
sured that the institute
would be in touch with
some publication houses
and the scholars would re-
ceive more opportunities
in future to publish their
research papers in SCI in-
dexed journals and ad-
vised them to improve the
quality of their papers to
get it published. He then

mentioned Dr. Shrish
Verma's contributions in
making NIT Raipur an
importance of national
institute and invited him
to enlighten students by
addressing the assembly.

Dr. Shrish Verma, rec-
ommended all the schol-
ars to define their re-
search plan and objec-

tives in such away so that
it can be implemented
and with no/less devia-
tion. He stressed that re-
searchers should not feel
disheartened on receiv-
ing criticism from their
supervisors or on receiv-
ing rejections from jour-
nals and instead consid-
ers it as a chance to make

improvements. He ad-
vised scholars to seek
guidance from the guid-
ance committee and their
supervisors.

The best presentation
from each Research
Group was presented
with "Best Research
Paper Award". Pallavi
Pradeep Khobragade of
Civil Engineering was the
winner from Group-1.
Sathish Kumar Adapa
from Mechanical
Engineering was the win-
ner from Group-2.
Neelam Agrawal from
Department of Computer
Application was the win-
ner from Group-3. Nitish
Kumar from Electronics
and Communication
Engineering was the win-
ner of Group-4. Pritish
Behera from Department
of Humanities and Social
Science was the winner 
of Group-5.

Residence of deputy secretary at the Chief Minister’s Office.
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Sriharikota (AP), Jun 30 (PTI): 

In its second successful
mission within a week, ISRO
launched three foreign satel-
lites in precise orbit from the
spaceport here on Thursday.

PSLV-C53 is the second
dedicated commercial mis-
sion of NewSpace India
Limited (NSIL), the commer-
cial arm of ISRO. It had on
June 23 launched GSAT-24 in
its first "demand-driven"
communication satellite
mission post space sector re-
forms, leasing the entire ca-
pacity on board to Direct-to-
Home (DTH) service
provider Tata Play.

On Thursday, the four-
stage, 44.4 metre tall PSLV-
C53 that blasted off from the
second launch pad of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre and

placed the three Singapore
satellites--DS-EO, NeuSAR
and SCOOB-1 in intended
orbit. ISRO Chairman S
Somanath confirmed that
the mission achieved its in-
tended objective, saying the
rocket placed the three cus-

tomer satellites "in the pre-
cise orbit of 570 km with a 10
degree inclination" and con-
gratulated NSIL for accom-
plishing "yet another major
mission this month itself,"
the earlier one being the
GSAT launch last week.

"With today's mission, all
these three satellites are
placed in the right orbit," he
said. Mission Director SR
Biju described the launch as
"wonderful."

Earlier, the launch vehicle
lifted off at 6.02 PM at the
end of the 25-hour count-
down. This is the 55th mis-
sion of PSLV, often de-
scribed as ISRO's trusted
workhorse and the 15th one
using the PSLV-Core Alone
variant. It also marks the
16th PSLV launch from the
second launch pad.

Dantewada, Jun 30: 

A Naxal carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head was killed in an en-
counter with the police in
Dantewada district on
Thursday, an official said.

The skirmish took place
around 2.30 pm in a forest
near Nedanar village,
where a team of the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) was out on an anti-
Naxal operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P said.

The cadres belonging to
the Katekalyan Area
Committee of Maoists
were involved in the gun-
fight, he said.

After the face-off ended,
the body of a Naxal was re-
covered from the spot, the
IG said. Prima facie, the
deceased ultra has been

identified as Denga Deva
alias Mahangu, an area
committee member carry-
ing a reward of Rs 5 lakh
on his head, the official
said. The security person-
nel were reported to be
safe and a search opera-
tion was still underway in
the area, he added.

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Free train travels of sit-
ting and former Lok Sabha
members over the past five
years have cost the excheq-
uer Rs 62 crore, which in-
cluded nearly Rs 2.5 crore in
the pandemic-hit 2020-21, ac-
cording to information re-
vealed under the RTI Act.

While sitting MPs are enti-
tled to use the railways' first
class air-conditioned or exec-
utive class for free, their
spouses too can avail free
travel under certain condi-
tions. Former MPs are also
entitled to travel in any train
in AC-2 tier along with a
companion or in AC-1 if
alone. In the response to a

Right to Information query
filed by Madhya Pradesh-
based Chandra Shekhar
Gaur, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said it has re-
ceived a bill of Rs 35.21 crore
from the Railways for the
travel of sitting MPs and Rs
26.82 crore for former MPs
during 2017-2018 to 2021-22.

According to the response,
the MPs and ex-MPs also
used the Railway passes even
during the pandemic-hit
year of 2020-21 when their
bill was Rs 1.29 crore and Rs
1.18 crore, respectively.

The Railways' pay and ac-
counts department forwards
the bills to the LS Secretariat
for processing.

The Railways has recently
put on hold an array of con-
cessions it offered to certain
categories of passengers in-
cluding senior citizens.

Bengaluru, Jun 30 (PTI): 

The government is working to
provide high-speed internet to
every village, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday while urging the
world to make use of the
opportunities in the digital
and technology space and
invest in India. Calling the
present times as an era of
technology and underlining
the benefits of technology as
demonstrated during the time
of the pandemic, he said it is
important to invest even fur-
ther in technology and innova-
tion.
The Prime Minister was inau-
gurating the new 'smart' cam-
pus of Bosch India, a leading
supplier of technology and
services, here, via video mes-
sage. Modi said India is
among the fastest growing
major economies, and invest-
ments have picked up in the
last two years.

Shinde takes oath as Maha CM, Fadnavis dy CM
Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde was on Thursday sworn in as
Maharashtra chief minister, while BJP's Devendra Fadnavis took
oath as deputy chief minister. Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari
administered the oath of office to them at Raj Bhavan in south
Mumbai shortly after 7.30 pm. Shinde began by paying tributes to
late Shiv Sena leaders Bal Thackeray and Anand Dighe. His sup-
porters shouted slogans hailing Thackeray and Dighe as he fin-
ished taking the oath. Earlier on Thursday, BJP president J P
Nadda said Fadnavis would be part of the new Maharashtra cabi-
net led by Shinde, minutes after Fadnavis announced he will not be
in the government. Fadnavis had sprang a surprise when he an-
nounced that Shinde will be the next chief minister. His announce-
ment defied expectations that he would return to the post with the
support of the Shinde faction.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday congratulated
Eknath Shinde and Devendra Fadnavis on taking as
Maharashtra chief minister and deputy chief minister
respectively and expressed confidence that they will take
the state to greater heights. In tweets soon after they were
sworn in, Modi said, "I would like to congratulate Shri
Eknath Shinde on taking oath as Maharashtra CM. A grass-
roots level leader, he brings with him rich political, legisla-
tive and administrative experience. I am confident that he
will work towards taking Maharashtra to greater heights."
He added, "Congratulations to Devendra Fadnavis on tak-
ing oath as Maharashtra Deputy CM. He is an inspiration
for every BJP Karyakarta. His experience and expertise
will be an asset for the Government. I am certain he will
further strengthen Maharashtra's growth trajectory."

PM congratulates Shinde, Fadnavis

SHOCKING TRUTH

Former, sitting MPs’ train travel
bill Rs 62 cr in past 5 years

̈ Rs 2.5 cr in 
Covid-hit 20-21

'High-speed internet

to every village'

MAJOR SUCCESS

ISRO successfully launches PSLV-C53
with three Singapore satellites 

Naxal carrying Rs 5 lakh
bounty killed in encounter 

The skirmish took place
around 2.30 pm in a forest
near Nedanar village, where
a team of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) was
out on an anti-Naxal opera-
tion. The cadres belonging
to the Katekalyan Area
Committee of Maoists were
involved in the gunfight.
After the face-off ended,
the body of a Naxal was
recovered from the spot.

About the encounter
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Raipur, Jun 30: 

At the end of this (June)
month, the central govern-
ment will stop paying the
goods and services tax
(GST) compensation to the
states. Due to this, the
state government will suf-
fer a loss of about three to
five thousand crores every
year. Other manufactur-
ing states including

Chhattisgarh are demand-
ing to extend it for the
next five years. In this con-
cern State Commerce Tax
Minister TS Singhdeo has
written a letter to Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, registering
an objection to the closure
of GST compensation.
Singhdeo said that
Chhattisgarh is a mining
and manufacturing state.
There will be huge loss of
revenue due to non-con-
sumer state. Referring to
the loss in revenue of the
state since the year 2018
till now, Singhdeo said
that in this circumstance
it would become impossi-
ble to make  investment in
the social sector. It is no-
table that while imple-

menting GST in the coun-
try in 2017, the central
government had promised
to compensate the anufac-
turing states for five years
to meet the loss of revenue
due to it. It was expected
that the states would in-
crease their revenue in
these five years, but this
could not happen due to
other reasons including
Corona. Minister
Singhdeo proposed
changes in the provision
of Central GST and State
GST. He said that instead
of 50-50 formula of CGST
and SGST, SGST 80-70 and
CGST 20-30 per cent
should be changed.
Referring to the
Constitution and the fed-
eral structure, Singhdeo

said that the federal struc-
ture would become mean-
ingless without strong and
independent financial re-
sources for the state gov-
ernments. Minister
Singhdeo, in his letter, in-
formed the Union Finance
Minister how the states
are facing losses due to the
introduction of GST in
place of VAT. In the state,
VAT of Rs 1600 crore was
available from iron alone,
but only 350 crores is
being received in GST,
that is a loss of 1250
crores. In the difference
between VAT and GST, the
state is facing a loss of 600
crores from coal, 590
crores from paddy and 100
crores from tendu leaves,
he alleged.

Singhdeo expresses views on the
upcoming GST Council meeting

Writes letter to Union Finance Minister

Salhi (Surguja), Jun 30:
The double standards of
the social workers in
Chhattisgarh has once
again come forward. Well-
known social worker
Medha Patkar during his
visit to Chhattisgarh visit-
ed Surguja on Thursday,
but she refused to meet the
villagers who are strug-
gling to start the coal exca-
vation work in the mines
just to register the protest
against coal mining in the
region. While going from
Bilaspur to Surguja,
Patkar did not even found
it necessary to talk to
more than 2000 mine-sup-
portive villagers and de-
spite lot of efforts on part
of villagers she did not
stopped and reached
Hariharpur to extend sup-
port to some self-appoint-

ed environmentalist work-
ers and a dubious cam-
paign by a fake NGO run
by them. It is notable here
that the villagers who are
in support of the mining,
who are standing with the
decision of the state and
central government in this
favourable decision and
had already given their
land for this work. Due to
the compensation in lieu
of the land, these villagers
are in dilemma, as the coal
mining is the only source
of their employment at

present. The villagers said
that along with compensa-
tion, they were supposed
to get employment as well
and with project running
smoothly, they would have
got facility of good school,
health, road and others.
But now they instead of
going on path of progress
are heading towards dark
future, the villagers an-
noyed with Patkar in-
formed.

The villagers had even
prepared a memorandum
to be given to Patkar and

inn which they have men-
tioned all things in detail
and some of the villagers
later shared this memo on
social media with few jour-
nalists and are hopeful
that that Medha Patkar
would now meet them and
leaving aside the cam-
paign by the fake NGO,
would come to support
them.

In the memorandum
they mentioned that on
closure of this project,
they would be rendered
unemployed and informed
that the campaign being
launched to protest
against coal mining in the
region is sponsored and
expensive, due to which
their voice is being sup-
pressed and despite lots of
efforts on our part, there is
no one to hear to our griev-
ances. The villagers urged
to continue the ongoing
mining of coal for
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited.

Raipur, Jun 30: 

Central Bank of India,
Bemetara branch shifted
to new premises opposite
to Pikri Talab, Kawardha

Road. The new premises
was inaugurated by
Mahendra Singh, Regional
Head along with branch
manager and large num-
ber of valued customers.

Central Bank, Bemetra branch
shifted to new premises

Mining supporters annoyed over double standards

RRaaiippuurr:: Annoyed over the
double standards of social
worker Medha Patkar, the
mining supporters of Parsa
coal mine expressed their
resentment against her and
charged that Patkar who is
residing in Chhattisgarh for
last 3 days, could not even
find time to meet those sup-
port coal mining and had
given contradictory state-
ment that none from the coal
mining supporters have come
to meet her.

Protesting against this
particular statement by
Patkar, villagers of Surguja
district opined that she must
listen to voice of all the par-
ties involved and should try
to understand as to how
those protesting are trying to
stop the progress and devel-
opment in the region. 

It is notable here that
addressing a press confer-
ence here in Raipur, Patkar
has openly refused that none
of the mining-supporters
from the village came to
meet her or submit memo-
randum. She also said that
the villagers fear that the
opposition party may attack
them as well.

The villagers supporting
the mining in Parsa coal
block, second phase said that
there were more than 2000
villagers who waited for her
for about 3-4 hours, but she
refused to meet them and by
which they were badly hurt.
But today on statement by
Patkar they were all taken
aback that none came to
meet , informs Sunindra Uike
informed Patkar during her
press conference.

Villagers taken aback 
on Medha’s statement

 Of social-worker Medha

Patkar and campaign

by the fake NGO

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::    

State Urban Administration,
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
has said that there is no short-
age of resources with the
urban bodies to provide basic
facilities to the citizens.
Adequate funds have been
allocated to all the urban bod-
ies of the state. He has direct-
ed the departmental officers
to work with readiness, alert-
ness and sensitivity for getting
drinking water, sanitation,
health, housing, roads and
other works. The Urban
Administration Minister, under
a two-day program to review
the functioning of urban bod-
ies, conducted a thorough
review of the works of the
urban bodies of Raipur, Durg
and Surguja divisions at Circuit
House, Raipur, here on
Wednesday. Earlier on June 28,
all the municipal corporations
of the state, under Bastar and
Bilaspur divisions, reviewed

the works of Nagar Palika
Parishad and Nagar
Panchayat. Secretary, Urban
Administration and
Development Department,
Mrs. Alarmel Mangai D. was
present in this two-day meet-
ing. The Urban Administration
Minister has given instructions
to conduct regular testing of
mobile medical units of
Mukhyamantri Slum Health
Scheme and to make availabil-
ity of medicines and health
testing equipment continuous-
ly. He said that so far more
than 23 lakh patients have

been treated in the state under
the Slum Health Scheme.
Mobile Medical Unit has
become the need of the people
of the slums, to provide health
check-up and treatment to the
needy people with sensitivity
and free medicines.

In the review meeting, the
works of ‘Pauni Pasari’,
Swachh Bharat Mission, Amrit
Mission, Prime Minister’s
Housing, building reservation
and cleaning of drains  of cities
were thoroughly reviewed. The
Urban Administration Minister
has instructed the officers to

continuously monitor door to
door garbage collection in all
the cities. In the meeting,
instructions have been given
to maintain adequate availabil-
ity of medicines to make avail-
able affordable medicines to
the people in Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store. During
the review, measures to
increase the revenue income
of urban bodies, the status of
revenue collection and shop
allocation were reviewed.
Similarly, during the rainy sea-
son, instructions were given to
the officers to clean the drain,

mark the waterlogged areas
and make necessary arrange-
ments. In the meeting,
detailed information about
rain water harvesting, tanker
free drinking water supply,
Krishna Kunj site selection and
land availability was taken.
Similarly, according to the
announcement of the 14th and
15th Finance Commission and
the Chief Minister, the action
taken on the proposal of the
Municipality President and
Corporator Fund was
reviewed.  The officers were
instructed to make timely pay-
ment of salaries to the officers
and employees of the urban
body. Director of Urban
Administration and
Development Department Dr.
Priyanka Shukla, CEO of State
Cooperative Development
Authority Mr. Saumil Ranjan
Choubey, senior officers of
Urban Administration
Department and officers in-
charge of urban bodies were
present in the meeting.

No shortage of funds for civic amenities: Dr. Dahria

Raipur, Jun 30:  

Brahmalin saint
Pujyapad Sai Sukhramdas
Sahib, the founder of the
Sai Vasanshah Darbar es-
tablished in Jeripatka, a
Sindhi dominated area of
??Nagpur, was a perfect
saint who had become
very close to God during
his lifetime. His 31st three-
day annual Varsi (death
anniversary) festival has
been organized in Nagpur
from this 1 to 3 July. A
large number of people of
Sindhi community from
different provinces of the
country fulfill their wishes
by attending their Varsi
Mahotsav held in Nagpur
every year. Apart from
having a large number of

followers in Raipur, his
elder sister, who is the
mother of Sai Jalkumar
Masand Sahib, the current
Chairperson of the local
Masand Sevashram, used
to visit Raipur frequently.
He used to meet his elder
sister whenever he came
to Raipur and on that occa-
sion used to share his ex-
periences of welfare of the
country, religion and

world with Sai Masand
Sahib. He always had a
special attachment to Sai
Masand Sahib. Sai
Masand Sahib has also
been considering him as
his ideal since the begin-
ning.

Sai Masand Sahib will
go to Nagpur on July 1 to
attend the Versi Mahotsav
of Revered Sai
Sukhramdas Sahib and
will return to Raipur by
Shivnath July 5. In
Nagpur, he will also have a
detailed discussion with
the saints and social lead-
ers of Nagpur and other
cities attending the Versi
Festival on his campaign
to make India the
Vishwaguru by establish-
ing the rule of religion
based on the Sanatan
Vedic principles which
have been applicable in
every era.

Sai Masand will attend the 31st
Sai Sukhramdas Varsi Mahotsav 
 To be held in

Nagpur from July 1

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

The enforcement squad
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation razed en-
croachments from the
government land in
Baikunthdham area.
Some unknown person
was trying to capture
about 500 square feet of
land located near the
water tank and
Baikunthdham temple.
The unknown encroacher
had installed barbed wire
fencing and was also con-
structing a stage on this

land. As soon as the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation officials re-
ceived the tip off, they
reached the spot and de-
molished the fencing
with the help of a JCB ex-
cavator. This plot of land
belongs to the Mother
Teresa Nagar Housing
Scheme. The encroachers
were making efforts to
make illegal construction
and capturing the land il-
legally. Hundreds of
acres of land is vacant
around this spot. This
land is the property of

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
constantly monitors this
land to keep it safe. The
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has been
taking action from time
to time to save the plots
from the land mafia. On
the instructions of
A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Balkrishna
Naidu and Malkhan
Singh Sori were present
on the spot. The action
was carried out through

a JCB and a dumper. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve has given instruc-
tions to the officers to
take action against illegal
plotting, illegal encroach-
ment and illegal occupa-
tion and illegal construc-
tion. Action is being
taken in this direction.
On the other hand, a
mega campaign of clean-
ing the drain by remov-
ing encroachment is also
going on.

BMC razes encroachment from government land

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

The Mayor-in-Council of
Bhilai-Charoda Municipal
Corporation approved sev-
eral development projects
on Thursday. Mayor
Nirmal Kosre chaired the
meeting in the presence of
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore.

In this meeting, all the
matters placed for discus-
sion were approved unani-
mously. They approved
the proposals for develop-
ment of vehicle branch of
the civic body,
Construction of boundary
wall near over head water
tanks, Construction of ap-
proach road near Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar com-
munity building,
Construction of boundary
wall at Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar community
building, widening of ac-

cess road from Sirsa
under-bridge to
Devbaloda, grant of lease
under Rajiv Gandhi
Aashray Yojna in Sector-
04 Ghasidas Nagar of
Bhilai-03 (for the affected
families of Kundra Para),
utilising the amount left
from the drain construc-
tion at Mansarovar
Colony ward number-17
for construction of drains
in Dream City Colony in
Ward 7. Mayor-in-council

members Mohan Sahu,
Venkata Ramana, M
Johny, Ishwar Sahu,
Manoj Kumar, Deepti
Verma, Santoshi Nishad
and Devkumari Bhalavi
were present.

BCMC Executive
Engineer Sunil Jain,
Assistant Accounts
Officer Rajkumar
Devangan, Assistant
Health Officer Ashwani
Chandrakar were present
in the meeting.

MiC approves several 
development projects

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

415 Executives of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant from dif-
ferent departments were
promoted and elevated to
senior grades on June 30,
2022. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) handed
over promotion orders to
Executives elevated as
General Managers at a
function organised in
Ispatbhavan on June 30,
2022. KK Singh, ED I/c (P
& A), Dr SK Issar, ED (M &
HS), AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Dr AK Panda, ED

(Finance), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), NK Banchhor,
President, Officers
Association and SEFI
Chairman and Senior offi-
cers were present on the
occasion.

Executive Directors of
different areas distributed
promotion orders in their
respective zones earlier
during the day. 17
Executives have been pro-
moted from E1 to E2 grade,
26 from E2 to E3 grade, 173
from E3 to E4 grade, 129
from E4 to E5 grade, 26

from E5 to E6 grade and 46
executives have been pro-
moted from E6 to E7 grade.
RC Behra, Acting CGM
(Mines IOC) distributed
promotion orders in
Mines.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) congrat-
ulated the newly promoted
Executives and stated that
they have worked for this
well-deserved promotion.
Your responsibilities will
increase manifold. I urge
you to contribute more for
the company and our
Plant in the future, he
said.

415 Executives of SAIL-BSP elevated

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

On Thursday, Indraj
Singh took charge as
Inspector General of BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai. He joined BSF as
an officer in 1986. During
his long service of 36
years, he worked against
terrorists in Punjab, ex-
tremists in the North
East and faught terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir
also. He has also served in
National Security Guard,
India – Bangladesh
Border, India – Pakistan
Border as well as BSF
Headquarters. He opined
that BSF must win the
trust of the locals for de-
livering its duties effec-
tively. He added that BSF
has challenges in all the
areas of its deployment.

BSF has accepted all the
challenges and has
proved its mettle at every
front. For this reason
only, BSF has been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of the country’s in-
ternal security at many
places.

Indraj Singh takes
charge as IG - BSF

Frontier Headquarters



School building comes up 
in sensitive area Gompad

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 30: Sukma
district always remains in
the headlines for Naxalite
incidents. Major incidents
have also taken place in
these areas like Tadmetla,
Burkapal, Gompad of
Konta block, infamous all
over the country. At one
time it used to be that
small children in these
areas used to get training
to work with the Naxalites
ie Bal Sangham members.

Children were deprived
of education as well as
wandering away from the
mainstream and wander-
ing in the forests. Today
one will be surprised to

see the picture of
Gopmad, Nulkatong,
Singaram in different
areas of Lalgarh. One
such Naxal-affected vil-
lage is Gompad in Mehta,
gram panchayat of Konta
block, where the school
building has been con-
structed after years. Now
25 children are getting ed-
ucation daily.

For the past several
years, a scheme is being
run by the Sukma district

administration, ie
Shikshadoots, that is, jobs
to the educated youth of
the village. It started by
building a hut in the vil-
lage where the Naxalites
broke the school building
and for the last 6 years,
through the eunuchs, kept
the children connected to
education even today.

Today the efforts of the
district administration are
being successful till there,
the educationists are

reaching the school daily
after crossing 25 to 30 kilo-
meters of dense forest,
hills, drains and many
challenges. The changing
picture in Sukma district
is appreciating the district
administration as well as
improving the future of
children who used to hold
guns instead of pencil
pens under the pressure of
Naxalites.

This duty of the teach-
ers is now slowly moving
towards making the future
of the children bright.
Regarding such education,
the villagers say that earli-
er the children were de-
prived of education, today,
after years, the lamp of ed-
ucation is burning in the
area due to the appoint-
ment of a school building
and a teacher in an area
like Gompad.

Central Chronicle News

KKiirraanndduull,,  JJuunn  3300::  Women con-
stantly take care of their family,
but often neglect their own
health, which raises concerns
about serious health problems. 

Arcelor Mittal Nippon
Steel(AMNS) initiated a CSR
camp in collaboration with
Palannar Anganwadi workers to
educate 360 women and
teenagers about menstrual hy-
giene and health maintenance

and even distributed sanitary
napkins during the camp.

Since schools have reopened,
AMNS has distributed school
bags, notebooks, bottles, and
stationery to the children at the
Community Hall of Dantewada,
Kirandul. 

The company also takes care
of their physical health by dis-
tributing sports kits like cricket
kits to 85 children in the villages
of Panchayat Kucharas and
Periya village of Maroki. 

The local Sarpanch also ap-
preciated the work being done
by AMNS. AMNS is a company
that is always mindful of its so-
cial responsibilities and is con-
stantly engaged in numerous
projects that benefit the local
community.

Construction of a boundary
wall is proceeding as normal at
Sukma Krishi Vigyan Kendra.
The AMNS conducted a poll on
the advantages of several gov-
ernment programs that will aid

the local population, particularly
the disabled. The business as-
sisted them in obtaining DDRC
Sukma and a residential school
within Konta Block.

In tribal areas, it is very hard
to get pure and safe drinking
water, which is why AMNS dis-
tributed water purifiers in the
school for the students' health.
Similarly, On International Yoga
Day in Dantewadha, Palnar
Higher Secondary School, 73
students and teachers partici-
pated in yoga session and get
awared on the benefits of medi-
tation and yoga by Yoga Guru
Toleshwar Nishad.

The organization trained local
farmers in Phulpad-Domarpara
in the establishment of nurseries
and seed sowing, the sowing of
bitter gourd seeds, and gourds
in general. They were also in-
formed about the cultivation of
cowpea. According to AMNS
Administration, the business
consistently engages in such
public awareness and interest
initiatives. 

Various competitions mark Int’nl Anti-Drug Day
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 30: On
June 26, on International
Anti-Drug Day, various
events were organized in
the city by the district po-
lice administration to bring
public awareness including
huge bike and cycle rally.

The program started
with the singing of the
state song and after that,
the chief guest of the pro-
gram, MLA Bhuneshwar
Baghel administered the
oath to the people present
about drug de-addiction.

For the success of the
program, extensive prepa-
rations were made by the
station in-charge Surendra
Swarnkar under the guid-
ance of senior police offi-
cers. This rally started
from High School Ground
situated in the middle of

the city at 4:30 pm, went via
Golbazar to Railway
Chowk and Railway Chowk
to Jai Stambh Chowk and
ended from Gol Bazar back
to High School Ground.

The main objective of
the rally is to bring public
awareness among the peo-

ple against Narcotics,
Drugs, and Illegal. Students
from various schools repre-
sentatives of all the reli-
gious, social committees of
the city as well as the digni-
taries of the city participat-
ed enthusiastically.

Public representatives

including MLA of
Dongargarh and
Superintendent of Police
of Rajnandgaon,
Dongargarh sub-divisional
officers, Dongargarh po-
lice staff in large numbers
including police of the dis-
trict took part.

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jun 30: The
Minister for Industry and
Commerce Kawasi
Lakhma convened a meet-
ing with officials at Circuit
House in Sukma on
Tuesday. In this short meet-
ing, he directed the officers
present to ensure availabil-
ity of seeds, fertilizers and
its storage and distribu-
tion. He also reviewed
about the disaster manage-
ment during monsoon sea-
son. Meeting was attended
by Collector Vineet

Nandanvar, CEO District
Panchayat DN Kashyap,
DFO JS Ramchand, SDM
Sukma Preeti Durgam,
Tehsildar Sukma Pyarelal
Nag and other departmen-
tal officers.

In the meeting, Lakhma
while reviewing about the
monsoon this year there
has been less rainfall in the
district compared to last
year and there are possibil-

ities of rainfall in coming
days. In view of excess
rainfall, the district admin-
istration should well pre-
pared to handle any natu-
ral calamity or disaster. He
said that many a remote
areas get cut-off due to
flood and other reasons
from the main roads and
therefore sufficient storage
of ration be ensured in
such villages. On this the

Food officer informed that
cent percent ration has
been stored in remote
areas.

While reviewing about
the agriculture works,
Minister took information
about storage and distribu-
tion of seeds and fertilizers
in the district and asked
the officers to raise de-
mand of seeds and fetiliz-
ers as per demand, so that
it can be easily supplied to
farmers later. Along with
this he also directed the
health department to en-
sure sufficient storage of
medicines for water-borne
diseases like Malaria,
Dengue, Diarrohea, so that
in case of any emergency
situation it can be immedi-
ately accessed.

Kameshwar appointed
chairman of Agricultural

Produce Market Committee

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 30: The state
government has made
fresh appointments on the
posts of the chairman,
vice-president and mem-
bers of the Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur, which
was lying vacant for years,
and the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has issued an
order to this effect.

Under the new order,
Kameshwar Gautam will
be the president and Nakul
Thakur as the vice-presi-
dent for the Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur. On
the other hand, Mrs Ratna
Sodi, Mahesh Belsaria,
Mandhar Nag, Nand
kishore Gandharla and

Laxminarayan Isroj have
been appointed as mem-
bers of Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur. Prior
to this, Pratap Singh Kusre
was looking after the work
of Deputy Director
Agriculture, Bijapur
Mandi. Now in his place
the newly appointed chair-
man, deputy chairman
and members will work as
the committee in charge
from the date of taking
charge.

Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar Area
Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi, District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam and
District Congress
Committee President Lalu
Rathore congratulated the
newly Elected Chairman,
Vice chairman and mem-
bers of Market Committee
of Agriculture Produce
Market Committee,
Bijapur.

p Now 25 children
receive education
daily

p Nakul Thakur 
is vice-chairman
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Kameshwar Gautam Nakul Thakur

Sowing work in farms getting delayed

Central Chronicle News

Churrikala, Jun 30: The
farmers of the region are
made to wander the office
of Adivasi Sewa Sahakari
Samiti (ASSS) in
Churrikala for chemical
fertilizer and since the
quantity is insufficient it
is causing delay in taking
up the next crop for farm-
ers and having an adverse
effect on crop production.

The farmers of Nagar
Panchayat Churrikala
under Katghora block are
busy in taking up 'Khariff'
crop. But failing to get fer-
tilizer on time, it is caus-
ing inordinate delay.

At one place where the
administration and gov-
ernment has given in-
structions to ensure sup-
ply of seeds and fertilizers
to the farmers at reason-

able rates, on the other de-
spite many rounds to the
Samiti's office, they are re-
turning empty hand.

There are farmers from
about 40 villages coming
under Churrikala Samiti
who are dependent upon
ASSS Churrikala for seeds
and fertilizer. But it is leav-
ing the farming work, they
are made to wander the of-
fice of Samiti for seeds
and fertilizer.

The farmers informed
that they have to cover 10-
20 kms to purchase fertiliz-
er and on reaching Samiti
office they find long queue
and by the time their num-
ber comes, the stock exist-
ing gets exhausted and
they all had to return
empty handed.

This has led to great
deal of resentment among
the farmers.

On the other hand, the

farmers reaching Samiti
to take seeds and fertiliz-
ers say that on taking cer-
tified seeds from the
Samiti and its sowing,
they are not getting germi-
nation of sapling from the
seeds and due to which
they had to purchase seeds

twice and this is causing
huge economic burden to
them.

With no chemical fertil-
izer available in the
Society, the farmers are
forced to purchase the
same at higher rates from
the open market.

As farmers not getting seeds, fertilizer from society

What farmers say
"The farmers reaching society to purchase fertilizer

are of the opinion that for last four days they have to
leave all the farming work and wandering to Society's
office for seeds and fertilizer. But with bare minimum
stock, they are asked to return and failing to get the
same on time may delay sowing and other agriculture
work this season." Babulal Kanwar- Farmer. "There is
no fertilizer available in the society and it has increase
frowns on their forehead. Similarly the certified seeds
being supplied from Society too are not getting germi-
nated and due to which they are forced to purchase the
same from open market at higher prices and on this
neither the administration, nor the government de-
partment are acting seriously."

Tampal Singh- Farmer

Ensure farmers do not face shortage
of seeds, fertilizers: Lakhma

p Holds review 
meeting with 
officers in Sukma

‘Women’s health is our priority’ 
AMNS distributes school bags and sports kids to tribal students

MONSOON RAINS

Fire and rescue services personnel try to remove a tree that fell on the Kazhakootam bypass during monsoon rains,
in Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday, June 30.

BOAT OWNERS PROTEST

Boat owners block the Kochi estuary in protest against various Kerala government decisions, in Kochi, Thursday, June 30.
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5 workers
charred to death 

Amaravati: Five farm
workers were charred
to death and two oth-
ers injured when a
high-tension power
supply cable snapped
and fell on the au-
torickshaw they were
travelling in, resulting
in a major fire, in
Satya Sai district of
Andhra Pradesh on
Thursday morning.
The victims were said
to be related to each
other. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Dharmavaram,
Ramakanth said over
phone that five other
persons, including the
auto driver, jumped
out to safety 
after the fire.

Monsoon showers 
New Delhi:The first
monsoon showers
drenched Delhi on
Thursday morning,
providing respite
from the oppressive
heat. However, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) is
yet to declare the ar-
rival of the monsoon
in the capital. “An offi-
cial statement will be
made after reviewing
the rainfall data in the
region,” a senior IMD
official said. The MeT
office had earlier said
the monsoon would
reach the capital on
Thursday or Friday.

Anthrax 
Thiruvananthapuram:
Several wild boars
have died in Kerala’s
Athirappilly forest re-
gion in the last few
days due to an anthrax
outbreak, the state gov-
ernment said on
Wednesday. Health
Minister Veena George
said the presence of
anthrax has been con-
firmed in wild boars in
the Athirappilly forest
area. “Wild boars have
died en masse in the
Athirappilly forest
area. Subsequently, the
Health Department,
the Animal Husbandry
Department and the
Forest Department
conducted an 
investigation.

3 held 
New Delhi: Three
men were arrested for
allegedly duping a
Delhi-based man of
over Rs 4 lakh on the
pretext of selling a
car by putting up an
advertisement on the
social media, police
said on Wednesday.
The accused have
been identified as
Akshay, Shivam and
Anand Sharma, all
residents of Haryana,
they added. On June
9, a complaint was re-
ceived in which the
complainant said he
was duped of Rs 4.62
lakh by three men on
the pretext of selling
a car, police said. The
complainant came
across an advertise-
ment on social media
regarding the sale of
a Toyota Fortuner car
at a low price of Rs
8.25 lakh.

Woman killed
Dehradun: A
woman from
Maharashtra was
killed and five others
sustained injuries
when the vehicle in
which they were trav-
elling was hit by a
landslide on
Kedarnath road on
Wednesday, an offi-
cial said. The inci-
dent occurred near
Sonprayag on the
Rudraprayag-
Gaurikund National
Highway around 3
pm, Rudraprayag
District Disaster
Management Officer
Nandan Singh
Rajwar said.

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday assured the
MSME sector that the cen-
tre is ready to make neces-
sary policy changes to en-
courage small entrepre-
neurs as they are playing a
key role in the
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’
(self-reliant) initiative of
the government.

Addressing the ‘Udyami
Bharat’ programme, the
Prime Minister exhorted
small entrepreneurs to
register themselves on the
GEM portal for supplying
goods to the government.

“MSME is essential for
AatmaNirbhar Bharat...
The MSME sector has
played a monumental role
in shaping the
AatmaNirbhar Bharat in
the past 8 years,” Modi
said, adding he would like
to see one crore new regis-

trations on the GeM portal
in the next week.

The government has in-
creased the budget by
more than 650 per cent in
the last eight years to
strengthen the Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sec-
tor, Modi said.

Modi said: “if any in-
dustry wants to grow, ex-
pand, then the govern-
ment is not only support-
ing it, but is also making
necessary changes in the
policies.” He also in-

formed that turnover of
Khadi and Village
Industries has crossed Rs 1
lakh crore for the first
time and Khadi sales have
increased four times in the
last eight years.

Earlier, Modi launched
Rs 6,000 crore ‘Raising and
Accelerating MSME
Performance’ (RAMP)
scheme and also launched
the Capacity Building of
First-Time MSME
Exporters (CBFTE)
scheme to encourage ex-
ports of products and
services.

The Prime Minister also
launched new features of
the ‘Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme’ (PMEGP).
These include an increase
in the maximum project
cost to Rs 50 lakh (from Rs
25 lakh) for the manufac-
turing sector and Rs 20
lakh (from Rs 10 lakh) in
the service sector.

Govt making necessary policy changes
to encourage MSME sector: PM Modi

Manipur, Jun 30:

A massive landslide
triggered by incessant
rains has caused damage
to Tupul station building
of ongoing Jiribam —
Imphal’s new line project.
Landslide also stuck the
track formation, camps of
construction workers.
Rescue operations in
progress. 19 people al-
ready rescued and are

being treated at Noney
Army Medical unit.
Evacuation of critically
injured in progress. Bad
weather and fresh land-
slides affecting rescue op-
erations.

Seven bodies have been
recovered so far. Rescued
people being shifted to
hospital. Around 45 per-
sons are still missing, says
Solomon L Fimate, SDO of
Noney district.

7 dead, 45 missing 
in Manipur landslide

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

Improving road safety
measures could save near-
ly 30,000 lives in India
every year, says a study
published in The Lancet
journal that underlines
proven interventions tar-
geting four key risk fac-
tors - speeding, drunk
driving, lack of helmet,
and seatbelt use.

The researchers found
that interventions to
check speeding could save
20,554 lives while promo-
tion of crash helmets
could save 5,683 lives in
India. Encouraging the
use of seatbelts can also
save 3,204 lives in the coun-
try. The estimate for drunk
driving was not available
for India. This is the first
study that gives country-
specific estimates of the
effect of addressing the

four main road safety risk
factors through interven-
tions for 185 countries.

Globally, road traffic
crashes kill more than 13.5
lakh people each year,
with over 90 per cent of
those fatalities occurring
in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs), the re-
searchers said.

The Lancet Series on
road safety calls for in-
creased political and fi-
nancial commitments and
for road safety to be in-
cluded in mainstream de-
velopment policies.

The series argues that it
is essential to achieving
the UN Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), including the tar-
get to halve road traffic
crash fatalities and in-
juries by 2030. “Most road
traffic deaths are prevent-
able, but sadly the number

of fatalities continues to
rise in low-income coun-
tries while progress in
high-income countries has
slowed over the past
decade,” said series coor-
dinator Professor Adnan
Hyder from The George
Washington University,
US. “With the second
United Nations Decade of
Action for Road Safety
(2021-2030) underway, our
work for this series clearly
shows that proven road
safety measures can save
lives in all countries, rich
and poor alike,” Hyder
said. Globally, the analysis
of 74 studies in 185 coun-
tries suggests that routine-
ly wearing helmets and
seat-belts, obeying speed
limits and avoiding drunk-
driving could save be-
tween 347,000 (3.47 lakh)
and 540,000 (5.4 lakh) lives
worldwide every year.

Improving road safety measures could save nearly
30,000 lives in India annually: Lancet study

Mumbai, Jun 30:

Bollywood actor
Kangana Ranaut, on
Thursday, via social media
shared her reaction to
Uddhav Thackeray’s re-
cent resignation from the
post of Maharashtra Chief
Minister. The ‘Queen’
actor took to her
Instagram handle and

shared a minute-long
video along with the cap-
tion, “When evil takes
over, destruction is immi-
nent. After that, there is
creation. The lotus of life
blooms.”

In the video, she dis-
cussed the re-birth of
democracy and stated that
the current time is the
most pivotal in the history
of Indian democracy since
1975. Kangana further re-
ferred to her two-year-old
statement regarding
Uddhav Thackeray-led
state government.

In Hindi, the actor said,
“In 2020, I had said that
democracy is a belief sys-
tem. And those who de-
stroy this belief system be-
cause of greed for power
are doomed. Their arro-
gance will be demolished.
This shows a person’s
character.”

Kangana celebrates
Uddhav’s ‘demolition’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval on
Thursday called for seam-
less coordination among
various agencies involved
in the country’s maritime
security apparatus.

In an address at the first
meeting of the
MultiAgency Maritime
Security Group
(MAMSG), Doval said the
agencies and stakeholders
in the maritime sphere
must coordinate in sync
with India’s overall ap-
proach of growth and de-
velopment.

In view of geopolitical
developments, seas have
become much more im-
portant, he said.

The meeting was
chaired by the National
Maritime Security
Coordinator Vice Admiral
(retd) G Ashok Kumar.

Kumar assumed charge as
the country’s first
National Maritime
Security Coordinator on
February 16 this year.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials from
key central government
ministries, agencies and
security forces dealing
with maritime affairs.

Maritime security coor-
dinators from 13 coastal
states and Union
Territories also attended
it. In a major decision to
reform coordination of

maritime security affairs
at the apex level, the
Union Cabinet in
November last approved
creation of the post of
NMSC, under the NSA, at
the National Security
Council Secretariat.

This initiative was in-
tended to ensure a seam-
less approach to India’s
maritime security cutting
across geographical and
functional domains.

At the inaugural meet-
ing, a number of crucial
policy issues on maritime
security were taken up, in-
cluding mapping of exist-
ing orders and policies on
maritime security to iden-
tify gaps, review of stan-
dard operating procedures
for maritime contingen-
cies, security of ports and
coastal infrastructure and
creation of a national
maritime database, offi-
cials said

Stakeholders in maritime
sphere must coordinate: Doval

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

The newly inaugurated
Pragati Maidan tunnel re-
ported waterlogging dur-
ing the first monsoon
rains in the city on
Thursday morning.

Traffic moved at a slow
pace due to waterlogging
in the tunnel, which con-
nects India Gate with the

Ring Road. There was no
immediate reaction avail-
able from the Public
Works Department (PWD)
regarding reason of the
waterlogging inside the
tunnel.

Earlier this week, the
PWD officials have
claimed that they have
made elaborate arrange-
ments in the tunnel to

allay fears of waterlog-
ging. They had claimed au-
tomatic pumps along with
seven underground sumps
have been constructed in
the tunnel for swift dis-
charge of the water.

A new drainage network
of wider pipes with high
water discharge capacity
has been laid in and
around the tunnel to dis-
courage waterlogging,
they had stressed.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had on
June 19 inaugurated the
city’s first 1.3-km long tun-
nel and five underpasses
as part of Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit
Corridor Project that aims
to ease connectivity be-
tween central Delhi with
eastern part of the city
and satellite towns of
Noida and Ghaziabad.

Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI):

Not many would have
thought before the 2019
Maharashtra Assembly
elections that Uddhav
Thackeray, son of Shiv
Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray, could snap ties
with his party’s all-weath-
er ally BJP, and become
chief minister to head an
unlikely coalition with the
NCP and Congress.
Thackeray, considered a
soft-spoken man vis-a-vis
his aggressive father, took
oath as the 18th chief min-
ister under the tri-partite
alliance in November 2019,
the first in his family to
hold a public office. His fa-
ther, who founded the
party, had never assumed
any position in the govern-
ment, but wielded the ‘re-
mote control’ over the first
Sena-BJP government

during 1995-99. An ace pho-
tographer, the otherwise
affable, mild-mannered
politician, Uddhav had dis-
played combative traits of
his father in dealing with
the BJP on the demand for
rotational chief minister-
ship just after the 2019
Assembly poll results were
announced. He himself
said several times that al-
though he was not keen on
taking up the top post after
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) was formed, it was
NCP chief Sharad Pawar
who insisted him to take
on the mantle.

Uddhav Thackeray: Reluctant CM
whose tenure cut short by rebellion

Waterlogging in Pragati Maidan
tunnel belies PWD’s claims

Vehicles ply on a waterlogged road after heavy monsoon
rains, in Gurugram, Thursday, June 30.

Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday termed as
“politically induced litiga-
tion” a PIL filed by seven
citizens seeking action
against dissident Shiv
Sena leader Eknath
Shinde and other rebel
MLAs of the party, and
said it would hear the plea
if the petitioners deposit
Rs one lakh as security.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik also dismissed an-
other public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) filed by social
worker Hemant Patil seek-
ing registration of an FIR
against Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray, his son
Aaditya Thackeray and
party leader Sanjay Raut
for “sedition and breach of
public peace”. Both the

pleas were filed earlier
this week. The petition
filed by the seven citizens
said Shinde and other
rebel MLAs had caused po-
litical turmoil and insti-
gated internal disorder.
The plea also sought a di-
rection to the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment to submit a detailed
plan of assurance detail-
ing the process of gover-
nance in absence of sever-
al of its ministers.

In his PIL, Patil sought
the court to restrain the
trio (the Thackerays and
Raut) from making any
further statements against
the rebel MLAs.

The high court, while
hearing Patil’s plea, said
there was recourse in law
for the petitioner to ap-
proach a magistrate’s
court with a private com-
plaint.

HC terms plea against rebel 
Sena MLAs as ‘politically induced’
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PROTESTS

Protestors participate in an anti-government demonstration outside the Galle International Cricket Stadium during
the second day play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Australia in Galle on June 30.

Madrid, Jun 30 (AP):

NATO faced rebukes
from Moscow and Beijing
on Thursday after it de-
clared Russia a direct
threat and said China
posed serious challenges to
global stability.

The Western military al-
liance was wrapping up a
summit in Madrid, where it
issued a stark warning that
the world has been plunged
into a dangerous phase of
big-power competition and
myriad threats, from cyber-
attacks to climate change.
NATO leaders also formal-
ly invited Finland and
Sweden to join the alliance,
after overcoming opposi-
tion from Turkey. If the
Nordic nations’ accession
is approved by the 30 mem-
ber nations, it will give
NATO a new 800-mile (1,300
kilometer) border with
Russia. Russian President
Vladimir Putin warned he

would respond in kind if
the Nordic pair allowed
NATO troops and military
infrastructure onto their
territory. He said Russia
will have to create the same
threats for the territory
from which threats against
us are created. Estonian
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas
said Putin’s threats were

nothing new. Of course, we
have to expect some kind of
surprises from Putin, but I
doubt that he is attacking
Sweden or Finland directly,
she said as she arrived at
the summit’s conference
center venue. “We will see
cyberattacks definitely. We
will see hybrid attacks, in-
formation war is going on.

But not the conventional
war. China accused the al-
liance of maliciously at-
tacking and smearing the
country.

Its mission to the
European Union said
NATO claims that other
countries pose challenges,
but it is NATO that is creat-
ing problems around the

world. Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg told the
summit that Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine had
brought the biggest over-
haul of our collective de-
fense since the end of the
Cold War.

The invasion shattered
Europe’s peace, and in re-
sponse NATO has poured
troops and weapons into
eastern Europe on a scale
unseen in decades.
Member nations have given
Ukraine billions in mili-
tary and civilian aid to
strengthen its resistance.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who
addressed the summit by
video link, asked for more.
He urged NATO to send
modern artillery systems
and other weapons and
warned the leaders they ei-
ther had to provide Kyiv
with the help it needed or
face a delayed war between
Russia and yourself.

Russia and China slam NATO after alliance raises alarm

U.S. President Joe Biden (R) is shown to his chair by NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg (C) ahead of a meeting of The North Atlantic Council during the NATO summit
at the Ifema congress centre in Madrid, on June 30.

Washington, Jun 30 (AP):

Amos Hochstein,
President Joe Biden’s
point man for global ener-
gy problems, says he
knows that transitioning
away from the climate-
wrecking pollution of fos-
sil fuels is the only way to
go. He advocates urgently
for renewable energy, for
energy-smart thermostats
and heat pumps.

But when it comes to
tackling the pressing ener-
gy challenges presented by
Russia’s war on Ukraine,
Hochstein also can sound
like nothing as much as
the West’s oilfield
roustabout, taking a giant
pipe wrench to the world’s
near-crisis-level energy
shortfalls. Appearing be-
fore a Senate Foreign
Relations subcommittee
this month on U.S. help in

Europe’s Russian-fueled
energy problems,
Hochstein spoke enthusi-
astically of prospects for a
new floating natural gas
terminal in Albania, new
gas connections elsewhere
in the Balkans, bumping
up the flow of gas from
Central Asia and getting
gas out of Spain to the rest
of Europe.

We have to face the reali-
ty that today Europe’s sys-
tem is dependent on gas,
Hochstein told the AP
after the hearing. It was a
relatively rare public ac-
count from an envoy
whose work normally is
behind the scenes. And I
need to make sure that
people in the winter have
heating, and they have
electricity.”Increasingly,
however, some climate ad-
vocates are expressing
concern at what they see

as an emphasis from the
Biden administration on
new, U.S.-heavy natural
gas and infrastructure
projects as part of an all-
out effort by Europe and
the U.S. to wrest Europe
away from its reliance on
Russian oil and gas.

Climate groups charge
that new spending on
building pipelines, termi-
nals, port facilities and
storage threatens to lock
in increased reliance on
fossil fuel for decades to
come, while doing little to
solve Europe’s most imme-
diate energy crisis.

Criticism increased
Tuesday, after Biden and
other leaders in the Group
of Seven softened their
2021 climate pledges to
move away from public fi-
nancing of new fossil fuel
infrastructure, citing
Russia’s war.

Climate concerns grow as US
helps Europe replace Russian gas

Beijing, Jun 30 (PTI):

China on Thursday
voiced its opposition to
India’s reported plans to
hold the next year’s meet-
ing of G-20 leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir,
echoing close ally
Pakistan’s objection, and
underlined that relevant
sides should avoid “politi-
cising” the issue.

“We have noted relevant
information,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing here
on Thursday while reply-
ing to a question from the
official media.

“China’s position on
Kashmir is consistent and
clear cut. It is a legacy
issue between India and
Pakistan. It should be
properly resolved in accor-
dance with the relevant

UN resolutions and bilater-
al agreements,” Zhao said.
He said the “relevant par-
ties should avoid compli-
cating the situation with
the unilateral move.

We need to address the
disputes through dialogue
and consultation and joint-
ly uphold peace and stabili-
ty.” Stating that G-20 is a
premier forum for interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion, Zhao said “we call on
relevant sides to focus on
economic recovery and
avoid politicising the rele-
vant issue so as to make a
positive contribution to
improving the global eco-
nomic governance”.

Asked whether China, a
member of G-20, would at-
tend the meeting, he said,
“whether we attend the
meeting, we will look into
that.” To another question
that China is building the

China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor in the disputed
region in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and India’s objections over
it, Zhao said the two mat-
ters are completely differ-
ent in nature. China has
undertaken projects to
help Pakistan to grow its
economy and improve
livelihoods.”

“Some of those projects
are in the Kashmir part
that is under the control of
Pakistan. Relevant
Chinese companies who
run the projects do so with
the aim of helping the
local people to develop the
economy and improve
their livelihoods,” he said.

“That doesn’t mean our
position on Kashmir has
changed,” he said. On June
25, Pakistan said it rejected
India’s attempt to hold a
meeting of G20 countries

in Kashmir, hoping that
members of the grouping
will be fully cognisant of
the imperatives of law and
justice and would oppose
the proposal outright.
Jammu and Kashmir will
be hosting the 2023 meet-
ings of G-20, an influential
grouping that brings to-
gether the world’s major
economies, with the union
territory administration
last Thursday setting up a
five-member high-level
committee for overall coor-
dination.

This will be the first
major international sum-
mit expected to be held in
Jammu and Kashmir after
its special status guaran-
teed under Article 370 of
the Constitution was with-
drawn and the erstwhile
state was divided into two
union territories in
August 2019.

China voices opposition to India’s reported
plans to hold G20 meeting in J&K

Kremenchuk (Ukraine),
Jun 30 (AP): Russian
forces battled Wednesday
to surround the Ukrainian
military’s last stronghold
in a long-contested eastern
province, as shock rever-
berated from a Russian
airstrike on a shopping
mall that killed at least 18
in the centre of the coun-
try two days earlier.
Moscow’s battle to wrest
the entire Donbas region
from Ukraine saw Russian
forces pushing toward two
villages south of

Lysychansk while
Ukrainian troops fought to
prevent their encir-
clement. Britain’s defense
ministry said Russian
forces were making “in-
cremental advances” in
their offensive to capture
Lysychansk, the last city
in the Luhansk province
under Ukrainian control
following the retreat of
Ukraine’s forces from the
neighbouring city of
Sievierodonetsk. Russian
troops and their separatist
allies control 95% of

Luhansk and about half of
Donetsk, the two
provinces that make up
the mostly Russian-speak-
ing Donbas. The latest as-
sessment by the Institute
for the Study of War, a
Washington-based think
tank, said the Ukrainians
were likely in a fighting
withdrawal to seek more
defensible positions while
draining the Russian
forces of manpower and
resources.

Avril Haines, the U.S. di-
rector of national intelli-
gence, said Russia “may
think time is on its side”
due to the escalating costs
borne by the West and fa-
tigue as the war grows
longer. The most likely sce-
nario predicted by
American intelligence,
Haines said, is a “grinding
struggle” in which Russia
consolidates its hold over
southern Ukraine by the
fall.

Russians fight to encircle
Ukraine’s last eastern stronghold

Hong Kong, Jun 30 (AP):

Chinese leader Xi
Jinping has arrived in
Hong Kong ahead of the
25th anniversary of the
British handover and after
a two-year transformation
bringing the city more
tightly under Communist
Party control.

It is Xi’s first trip out-
side of mainland China in
nearly 2 years. Supporters
at the train station waving
Chinese and Hong Kong
flags chanted Welcome,

welcome! Warm welcome!
as Xi’s train pulled into the
station on Thursday.

Xi is expected to speak
about Hong Kong’s future
at a ceremony Friday
marking the return of the
former British colony to
Chinese rule on July 1,
1997. Under his leader-
ship, China has reshaped
Hong Kong in the past
two years, cracking down
on protest and freedom of
speech and introducing a
more patriotic curricu-
lum in schools. The
changes have all but
eliminated opposition
voices and driven many
to leave.

Hong Kong and nearby
Macao are special admin-
istrative regions that are
governed separately
from the rest of China,
known as the Chinese
mainland.

Xi arrives in Hong Kong for 
25th anniversary of handover

United Nations, Jun 30 (AP):

The UN Security
Council voted Wednesday
to maintain the U.N. peace-
keeping mission in tur-
moil-wracked Mali, while
condemning the West
African nation’s military
rulers for using mercenar-
ies that commit human
rights and humanitarian
violations.

The council also ex-
pressed “grave concern”
at the deteriorating politi-
cal and security situation
in the West African na-
tion. Russia and China ab-
stained on the French-
drafted resolution that ex-
tends the mandate of the
mission until June 30,
2023, with its current ceil-
ing of 13,289 military per-
sonnel and 1,920 interna-
tional police. Mali has
been in turmoil since a
2012 uprising prompted
mutinous soldiers to over-
throw the president. The
power vacuum that result-
ed ultimately led to an
Islamic insurgency and a
French-led war that oust-
ed the jihadists from
power in 2013. But insur-
gents remain active and
extremist groups affiliated
with al-Qaida and the
Islamic State group have
moved from the arid north
to more populated central

Mali since 2015, stoking
animosity and violence be-
tween ethnic groups in the
region. Mali’s current rul-
ing junta, which seized
power in August 2020, has
grown closer to Russia as
Moscow has looked to
build alliances and gain
sway in Africa. The junta
has hired mercenaries
from Russia’s Wagner
Group, which has been ac-
cused by the European
Union and human rights
groups of violating
human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian law.
The Kremlin denies any
connection to the compa-
ny, but Western analysts
call it a tool of Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
After Wednesday’s vote,
France’s U.N. ambassador,
Nicolas De Riviere, said vi-
olations of human rights
and humanitarian law by
terrorist groups as well as
Malian armed forces ac-
companied by members of
the Wagner Group “must
stop”.

Warning that insecurity
in Mali is rising, he said
the U.N. mission must be
given access to areas
where alleged violations
are committed to fulfil its
mandate and publish
quarterly human rights
reports as the resolution
demands.

UN keeps peacekeepers in Mali
as Russia and China abstain

Dubai, Jun 30 (AP):

Indirect negotiations be-
tween Iran and the US
over Tehran’s tattered nu-
clear deal with world pow-
ers ended Wednesday in
Qatar after failing to make
significant progress amid
a growing crisis over the
Islamic Republic’s atomic
program, diplomats said.

The Doha talks broke up
after two days without any
sign of a breakthrough,
months after talks in
Vienna among all of the
deal’s parties went on
pause.” In the time since,
Iran shut off surveillance
cameras of international
inspectors and now has
enough high-enriched ura-
nium to potentially fash-
ion into at least one nu-
clear bomb if it chose. And
with Iran and the US blam-
ing each other for the

talks’ failure, it remains
unclear when or if there
will be another round of
negotiations. European
Union mediator Enrique
Mora on Twitter described
as intense the two days of
talks in Doha.

“Unfortunately, not yet
the progress the EU team
as coordinator had hoped-
for,” Mora wrote. We will
keep working with even
greater urgency to bring
back on track a key deal
for non-proliferation and
regional stability.

Mora’s comments came
hours after the semioffi-
cial Tasnim news agency,
believed to be close to
Iran’s hard-line
Revolutionary Guard, de-
scribed the negotiations as
finished hours before they
ended and having no effect
on breaking the deadlock
in the talks.

Iran-US nuclear talks in Qatar
end without making progress

French court
convicts 20 

in deadly 2015
Paris attacks

Paris, Jun 30 (AP): A spe-
cial French court on
Wednesday found 20 men
guilty of involvement in
the Islamic State terrorist
attacks on the Bataclan
theater, Paris cafes and
France’s national stadium
in 2015 that killed 130 peo-
ple in the deadliest peace-
time attacks in French his-
tory.

The chief suspect and
only survivor of the 10-
member team of extrem-
ists, Salah Abdeslam, was
found guilty of murder
and attempted murder in
relation with a terrorist
enterprise, among other
charges. He faces up to life
in prison without parole,
the toughest sentence in
France. Presiding judge
Jean-Louis Peries read the
verdicts in a courthouse
surrounded by unprece-
dented security, wrapping
up a nine-month trial.

JJeerruussaalleemm,,  JJuunn  3300  ((AAPP))::
Palestinian gunmen opened fire
at Jewish worshipers on
Thursday at a flashpoint holy
site in the occupied West Bank,
wounding an Israeli military
officer and two civilians, the
Israeli army said. The
Palestinian official news agency
Wafa said a Palestinian teenag-
er was wounded by live fire and
16 others by rubber bullets in
clashes with Israeli forces at the
site near the northern West
Bank city of Nablus, a frequent
point of conflict between

Israelis and Palestinians. Some
Jews believe the biblical Joseph
is buried at the site, while
Palestinians say it’s the tomb of
a Sheikh. Jewish worshipers
escorted by the Israeli military
often visit the shrine to pray.
The Israeli military said
Palestinian gunmen opened
fired on hundreds of Jewish
worshipers who came to the
site overnight on Thursday. The
commanding officer of the unit
suffered slight injuries, and two
civilians were wounded, the
army said.

Israeli military, Palestinians
clash at West Bank shrine

At a time of distressing furore on so-
cial media and streets against the near-
to tal ban on abortion in the West,
India's generous stance on the termina-
tion of pregnancy is a comforting sanc-
tum. Coupled with the moratorium on
commercial surrogacy and the proposal
to equalize men's and women's ages at
marriage, India is positioned securely in
the highest echelons of countries that
safeguard reproductive autonomy.

India's Constitutional ethos commits
to the protection of personal liberty
through Article 21. Abortion or termina-
tion of pregnancy is a woman's preroga-
tive to self-determine. While women are
exclusively fated to withstand child-
bearing — purely on account of their bi-
ological predisposition — socio-cultural
constructs also subject women to a dis-
proportionate share of child-rearing.
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021, is a step in the
right direction. It ensures that expec-
tant mothers exercise self-determina-
tion in welcoming new life to their
homes. Under the aegis of the Act, abor-
tions may be performed up to 24 gesta-
tional weeks on grounds of risk to the
mother's life, mental anguish, rape, in-
cest, contraception failure or the diag-
nosis of foetal abnormalities. The Act
navigates the 20 weeks challenge posed
by the MTP Act, 1971 and is a nod to ad-
vances in the field of health and repro-
ductive science. It is a liberal achieve-
ment over countries where abortions
are disallowed since conception, even in
the most traumatising of circumstances
of sexual abuse or incest.

The MTP Act, 2021 attests to the in-
tuition and farsightedness of its
crafters. Readiness for and desirability
of children decisively shape the life tra-
jectories of mothers, families and chil-
dren alike. Unwanted pregnancies unex-

pectedly curtail the life choices of par-
ents- especially mothers- and may limit
their mental well-being and personal
growth. Further, children born unwant-
ed may suffer reduced opportunities.
Illustratively, WHO links the likelihood
of children being born 'wanted' to
greater parental investments in their
education. The recent MTP Act, there-
fore, relieves mothers from the emo-
tional and financial albatross of unwant-
ed pregnancies.

Incumbent law and policy-makers
have skillfully given reproductive choice
a lifecycle twist. Since fertility, child-
bearing and child-rearing are unmistak-
ably associated with marriage, by pro-
posing to raise the legal marriageable
age for women, policymakers are
heralding welcome changes that delay
pregnancy. The Prohibition of Child
Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 seeks
to push the marriage age for women
from 18 years to 21 years. The Bill is
well-founded in the face of scholarship
and evidence cited by WHO which holds
that adolescent mothers aged 10 to 19
years are prone to higher risks of
eclampsia, puerperal endometritis, and
systemic infections in comparison to
women aged 20 to 24 years. Children
born to such mothers additionally face
higher risks of low birth weight, preterm
delivery and severe neonatal conditions.

It is worthy to note that the unmet
need for family planning in terms of lim-
iting or spacing child-bearing decreased
from 12.9% to 9.4% between NFHS-4
(2014-15) to NFHS-5 (2019-21).
However, on a standalone basis, nearly
7% of females aged 15-19 years were
already mothers or pregnant at the time
of NFHS-5, a marginal decline over
NFHS-4's 7.8%. Such young mothers
are poorly aware of feeding practices
and baby care, making them more likely

to have stunted or wasted children.
Together with the MTP Act, 2021 and
the PCMA Bill, 2021 – if enacted- can
axe the vicious cycle of early marriages,
consequent early pregnancies and poor
maternal and child health outcomes.
Another underrated policy innovation
that the government curated was the
decimation of surrogacy bazaars that
allowed 'renting a womb'. Given global
inequalities, India became a lucrative
'bio market' for surrogate mothers. The
bodies of poor Indian women became
'bioavailable' to the residents of the
Global North, spurring the commerciali-
sation of motherhood, the commodifi-
cation of women and the reduction of
their reproductive capacity. India came
to condescendingly be dubbed as a
'baby factory', with babies abandoned,
exploitation of surrogates and non-pay-
ment of compensation. In a country
with a long-standing cultural lineage of
revering mothers, careless commercial
surrogacy appeared to be in stark con-
trast with the cultural ethos.

Responding to this dissonance, the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, re-
placed commercial surrogacy with eth-
ical, altruistic surrogacy. The Act pro-
hibits couples who are not of Indian ori-
gin from availing of surrogacy in the
country and allows only locals with cer-
tified, medical reasons necessitating
gestational surrogacy to avail of it. The
MTP Act, the Surrogacy Act and the
PCM(Amendment) Bill, 2021, collec-
tively give new meaning to Nari shakti.
Within this enabling politico-legal ap-
paratus, the government has framed
policies that readily coalesce to respect
the choices and decisions made by
women. Under the aegis of Ayushman
Bharat- Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), a
health cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per
annum is provided and a wide range of
packages about obstetrics and gynae-
cology are offered. While Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) partially compensates wage
loss before and after pregnancy,
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva
Abhiyaan (PMSMA) provides free of
cost antenatal care to pregnant women
every 9th day of the month, easing the
financial burden of pregnant women.
Not only is the government making a
concerted effort for reproductive
choices to be easier on the pockets of
women, but it is also promoting safe
motherhood through institutional deliv-
eries under Janani Suraksha Yojana and

quality, respectful care in labour rooms
during deliveries under schemes like
LaQshya. These efforts have culminat-
ed in a manifold increase in institution-
al deliveries from 79% in NFHS-4 to
nearly 89% in NFHS-5. The ultimate re-
ward to the nation is the greater
longevity of mothers as evidenced by
the declining Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) from 167 per lakh live births in
2011-13 to 103 per lakh live births as of
2019.

The present government evinces the
highest regard for its bahuroopi daugh-
ters who act -at various points in their
life-not only as loving mothers but as
sincere students, valuable employees
and valorous entrepreneurs. The Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign's call to
ensure that girls are born and nurtured
bore fruit in the form of an improved
sex ratio of 1020 females per 1000
males. Yojanas such as Ujjwala and Jal
Jeevan Mission reduced the time pover-
ty of the females of the household; it
gave them much-needed respite from
the drudgery of collecting fuelwood or
water so they could partake in other
gainful activities. The Mudra Yojana has
provided aspiring women entrepre-
neurs with loans sans collateral and yet
another scheme, Prime Minister's
Employment Generation Programme,
has advocated for higher subsidies for
women. While the West is curtailing
abortion rights, India is extending the
ceiling of permissible abortions. Where
menstrual hygiene remains a conversa-
tion hushed in whispered tones in other
parts of the world, Prime Minister Modi
addressed the issue from the ramparts
of the Red Fort with 1.3 billion Indians
listening intently. By outlawing Triple
Talaq, the government has comforted
the constant state of insecurity faced
by Muslim women. By proposing to re-
vise the permissible marriageable age,
the government has held men and
women to the same, unbiased stan-
dards. The present government has
ever so carefully instilled conscien-
tiousness into the calculus of policy-
making- with a fervent hope that it will
better the lives of the mothers and
daughters of India for generations to
come. Even as the West retrogresses,
India progresses and shows the path to
a progressive society.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  tthhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  
WWoommeenn  aanndd  CChhiilldd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

iinn  tthhee  UUnniioonn  CCaabbiinneett))
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Horrible murder
One horrible murder in

Rajasthan keeps the entire country
stunned and does not need to ex-
plain such gruesome incidence
which may not further foment the
allready poisonous environment.
Such incidents really tarnish the
image of country in the outer
world. Recently we had seen the
environment against the country
after the incidence of such deroga-
tory remarks made by spokeper-
son of the National political party
and even the OIC had to pass the
resolution against the country.
USA already harping on the human
rights violation in the country and
had already taken the stand
against our country. Pakistan is al-
ready at the forefront in creating
the environment against the coun-
try and is trying to defame the
country on the matter of human
rights violations and we have to re-
main vigilant against such forces
which are active in their nefarious
design to demame the country.
What has happened in Udaipur
where a head was chopped off by
two disgruntled youths should be
watched carefully so that such
type of incidents may not happen
in other parts of the country and
the sooner remedial steps are
taken better it will be. Human
rights violations in Kashmir are
being projected in the internation-
al media just to tarnish the image
of country and it is the duty of
every citizen to remain united so
that there is no harm to the social
fabric of the country.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Significant outcome
The outcome of the Sangrur Lok

Sabha byelection is significant.
Despite contrarian views from var-
ious quarters, it has proved that
democracy has strong roots in our
political system. The three-month-
old AAP dispensation has suffered
a setback. The Congress, SAD and
BJP were defeated because of
their poor performance in the
past. Instead of expressing con-
cern over Simranjit’s radical ideol-
ogy, the parties should introspect
and review their agendas to revive
their base among the angst-ridden
and disillusioned electorate. The
new SAD (A) MP should not in-
dulge in any controversial behav-
iour and should strive to address
the core socio-economic chal-
lenges confronting the state.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr

Agniveer controversy
Most retired defence officers

who have written about the
Agnipath scheme have expressed
reservations about its efficacy. To
a common man, it appears that
the pension bill of retired soldiers
is becoming too heavy, encroach-
ing upon infrastructural develop-
ment of the armed forces. There
has to be a way out. The scheme
should be allowed to be reviewed
by retired Generals and they
should submit the report to the
government. Till then, the scheme
should be continued on a trial
basis. Money can be saved from a
number of populist schemes that
the government has launched over
the years. Such schemes should be
analysed and the ones not useful
should be stopped while the oth-
ers curtailed.

LLRR  SShhaarrmmaa,,  SSuunnddeerrnnaaggaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he contemporary Indian democracy is at a threshold of its
constitutionalism. Amidst the deafening noise of the media

and a structured, institutionalised political propaganda of minority
marginalisation, every second day, there is a renewed debate re-
garding what constitutes an exercise of the freedom of speech and
expression and what are the reasonable and legitimate restrictions
that may be imposed on this exercise of free speech. In  the  con-
text  of  the recently-suspended BJP spokesperson, Nupur Sharma’s
allegedly provocative statements  that  hurt  the  Muslim communi-
ty, answers to the following questions become relevant:  what are
the essential contents of free speech as a right in a civilised consti-
tutional democracy and what are the reasonable limitations at-
tached to it? What constitutes that narrow line that differentiates
an act of free speech from hate speech and how does one identify
this distinction? The fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression as under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution is
the very source from which every civil and political right flows.
Indeed, freedom of speech is a right that cannot and must not be
unreasonably curtailed no matter how uncomfortable the speech
may be. However, a speech loses its right to be protected, the mo-
ment it turns hateful or incites violence. This distinction between
free speech and hate speech has been repeatedly iterated by not
just Indian  courts,  but  also  in  other jurisdictions. For instance, in
the case of Shyam Balakrishnan versus State of Kerala (2014), the
Kerala High Court was very clear that a merely unpalatable
ideology with uncomfortable beliefs does not constitute an offence
in a democratic nation. The court said “Being a Maoistis no crime,
though  the  political ideology of Maoists does not synchronise with
our constitutional polity. 

It is a basic right to think in terms of human aspirations.
"Similarly, making the understanding of freedom of speech and ex-
pression abundantly clear, the Delhi High Court, in the case of Priya
Parameswaran Pillai versus Union of India and Others (2015), stat-
ed:  Hate Speech falls short of being free speech when it turns vi-
olative of  the law against propagation of  hate and/or incitement of
violence. The reasoning that can be inferred for this reasonable re-
striction is that it vitiates the very purpose of free speech, which is
the free and fearless operation of a human mind that constantly
seeks answers and the truth. This can be explained  by  the  harm
principle proposed by political philosopher and an advocate for in-
dividual liberty –John Stuart Mill. The harm principle states that any
action, all actions of individuals must be permitted as long as they
do not cause harm to any other individual. Clearly, hate speech
propagates hatred towards individuals or social groups which may
even incite violence and therefore,     cause significant harm to oth-
ers. In itself, hate speech violates the very essence ofthe social con-
tract which guarantees rule of  law and protection from chaos of
the rule of the jungle. With the advent of  social media,WhatsApp
and several other sources of unverified information, hate speech is
just a click away. Death threats, rape threats, morphed images, and
fake auction of  Muslim women have become normal  online.  Hate
speech,  when injected regularly over a period of time, has the abili-
ty to alter our minds, faiths, convictions and compel us to reject the
rule of law and stability of a constitutional democracy and rea-
soned thought  process and return  to  our animalistic  instincts  of
chaos  and murder.

When hate speech falls
short of being free speech
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Members of a tribal community perform to celebrate 167th Hul Utsav in remembrance of the Santhal Revolution,
in Birbhum district, Thursday, June 30.

Women’s rights: The West takes a 
backward step, India shows the way

167TH HUL UTSAV

L imiting global warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius can help identify the

hotspot regions for climate change risk
in the future and reduce its effects on
humans by 85 per cent, finds a study.
The study, led by the University of East
Anglia (UEA) researchers, calculates re-
ductions in human exposure to a series
of risks -- water scarcity and heat stress,
vector-borne diseases, coastal and river
flooding -- that would result from limit-
ing global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius rather than 2 degrees Celsius or
3.66 degrees Celsius. Effects on agricul-
tural yields and the economy are also
included. Researchers from the UK, in-
cluding scientists from UEA and the
University of Bristol, and from PBL
Netherlands Environmental
Assessment Agency, find that the risks
are reduced by 10-44 per cent globally if
warming is reduced to 1.5 degrees
Celsius rather than 2 degrees Celsius.

However, risks will be greater if glob-
al warming is greater. The risks at 3.66
degrees Celsius warming are reduced
by 26-74 per cent if instead, warming is
kept to only 2 degrees Celsius. They are
reduced even further, by 32-85 per cent,
if warming can be limited to just 1.5 de-
grees Celsius. The ranges are wide be-
cause the percentage depends on which

of the indicators, for example human
exposure to drought or flooding, are
being considered. The findings, pub-
lished in the journal Climatic Change,
suggest that in percentage terms, the
avoided risk is highest for river flood-
ing, drought, and heat stress, but in ab-
solute terms the risk reduction is great-
est for drought. The authors also identi-
fy West Africa, India, and North
America as regions where the risks
caused by climate change are projected
to increase the most with 1.5 degrees
Celsius or 2 degrees Celsius of average
global warming by 2100. The study fol-
lows the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment Report, which finds that
global net zero CO2 emissions must be
reached in the early 2050s to limit
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius with no
or limited overshoot, and around the
early 2070s to limit warming to 2 de-
grees Celsius.

R esearchers in the UK are prob-
ing a potential link between

blood clots and long-term symptoms
post a Covid infection, and whether a
treatment of blood thinners may help
reduce long Covid conditions, media
reports said. Long Covid is defined as
having new or ongoing symptoms four
weeks or more after the start of dis-
ease. The symptoms, which include fa-
tigue, shortness of breath, loss of con-
centration and joint pain, may last up
to months and even more than a year.
Previous studies have pointed out that
a Covid infection increases the risk of
blood clots. Infected people have a
greater risk of related conditions in-
cluding stroke, heart attacks and deep
vein thrombosis, the Guardian report-
ed. Prof Ami Banerjee from
University College London is leading
a study called Stimulate-ICP, where
4,500 people with long Covid will be di-
vided into four groups in which par-
ticipants are allocated usual care, an-
tihistamines, an anti-inflammatory or
an anti-clotting drug for three months.

"That will allow us to say whether
that improves the fatigue and other
outcomes of people with long Covid,"
Banerjee was quoted as saying. A
study by researchers at University of

Cambridge, called Heal-Covid, in-
volves people who were hospitalised
with Covid and aims to identify treat-
ments that may help to prevent or re-
duce ongoing symptoms, the report
said. "Heal-Covid is not a study treat-
ing people with long Covid, we are
aiming to prevent things getting to
that point," said chief investigator
Prof Charlotte Summers from
Cambridge. The team has recruited
1,118 participants, with one arm of the
trial involving participants receiving
blood thinners. "The trial included an-
ticoagulants as there was thought to
be an increased number of large blood
clots occurring in the post-hospital
phase of the illness rather than micro-
clots," Summers said. Further, a team
from University of Leicester is also
probing the issue of clotting, the re-
port said.

Limiting global warming can cut 
risks to humans by up to 85%

Can blood thinners help reduce 
symptoms of long Covid?

T he NITI Aayog's latest report on the growth of the gig and platform
economy in India has uncovered new realities of employment and

livelihood scenarios in the country. The report has projected that the gig
workforce is expected to expand from the current strength of about 77
lakhs to 2.35 crore workers by 2029-30 which indicates the growing de-
mand for workers outside the "employer-employee relationship". The re-
port titled "India's Booming Gig and Platform Economy" highlights that at
present about 47% of the gig work is in medium-skilled jobs, about 22% in
high-skilled jobs, and about 31% in low-skilled jobs. From engaging in
app-based work of driving cabs or bike-taxis for taxi aggregators to deliv-
ering orders for restaurant aggregators and food delivery companies, and
grocery aggregators, to delivering orders to e-commerce companies for
online shoppers, the number of these gig workers is rapidly growing as
the platform-based economy grows. The Code on Social Security 2020 no-
tified by the Ministry of Law and Justice defines a "gig worker" as a per-
son who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns
from such activities outside of the traditional employer-employee rela-
tionship and "platform work" means a work arrangement outside of this
relationship in which organizations or individuals use an online platform
to access other organizations or individuals to solve specific problems or
to provide specific services in exchange for payment. The increasing pref-
erence for digital payment systems by consumers is also a key driver of
the platform-based economy. The Reserve Bank of India data show that
there has been an increase of more than 500% in merchants accepting
digital modes of payments during the first six months of 2021-22 as com-
pared to the last six months of 2019-20. The Payment Vision 2025 released
by the RBI facilitates "E-payments for Everyone, Everywhere, every time"
which is set to make online shopping, and digital payments more popular
in the country. 

The NITI Aayog's study attributes the growth of the gig and platform
economy in the country to the rapid growth of the digital economy and
flexibility of work time and workspace of platform for gig workers. It esti-
mates that the gig workers are expected to form 6.7% of the non-agricul-
tural workforce or 4.1% of the total livelihood in India by 2029-30. Some of
the key findings of the study listed by the NITI Aayog are: gig and plat-
form sector has low-entry barriers and hence holds enormous potential
for job creation in India, around 300 cities of varying sizes are serviced by
various platforms operating across sectors like ride-hailing, home-based
services, food/ grocery/ medicine delivery, logistics and e-commerce, the
sector offers better income opportunities to those previously engaged in
similar non-platform jobs and the concentration of workers in medium
skills is gradually declining and that of the low-skilled and high-skilled job
is increasing. The report states that gig workers are comparatively young,
work for fewer hours a day on gig work, prefer a flexible work schedule,
typically with low to the middle level of education and income through gig
work is not their primary source of income and they are often holding an-
other regular job. The study found that students looking for partial in-
come with flexible schedules form part of the gig workforce in India. It
listed 15 industries – as enumerated in the National Industrial
Classification – as having the largest concentration of platform workers
and have the potential to unlock growth in gig and platform work. Based
on the study findings the NITI Aayog recommends that India requires a
framework that balances the flexibility offered by platforms while also en-
suring the social security of workers. It insists that measures for paid sick
leave, health access and insurance may be adopted by platforms as a part
of their workplace or work-engagement policies for all the workers they
engage for offering social security cover to platform workers. Ensuring
social security cover for gig workers as promised in Code on Social
Security is critical for the stability of the country's gig economy.

Digital era workforce
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BRIEF

Road accidents

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is taking a
series of steps to re-
duce the number of
road accidents in the
country and is also
working on creating
helipads at wayside
amenities that are
coming up along the
expressways to pro-
vide emergency care,
Union minister V K
Singh said on
Wednesday.
Addressing an event
here, the minister of
state for road trans-
port and highways
said that the govern-
ment has placed am-
bulances at each toll
plaza on highways but
more needs to be done
in this area. We are
trying to create heli-
pads in each one of
our wayside ameni-
ties that are coming
up along the express-
ways. It will have heli-
pad facility and hospi-
tals can set up trauma
centres at these loca-
tions, he said.

Interest rates
New Delhi:

Karnataka Bank has
raised the interest
rates on deposits of
below Rs 2 crore to up
to 5.50 per cent per
annum to be effective
from next month. The
bank said it has in-
creased the deposit
rates by 10 basis
points (0.10 per cent)
for 1-2 years of de-
posits as well for
above 2-5 years of de-
posits. The rate of in-
terest for 1-2 years of
deposits will be 5.35
per cent per annum
and for deposits above
2-5 years, the rate will
be 5.50 per cent per
annum, Karnataka
Bank said in a release
on Wednesday. These
rates will be effective
from July 1. "The up-
ward revision in the
deposit interest rate
will encourage retail
customers to invest
more in various term
deposit schemes of
the bank," it added.

Transformation

Kolkata: Batteries
and flashlights maker
Eveready Industries
India Ltd  said it is in
the midst of a trans-
formation that lays the
road map for a growth
journey. Chairing the
company's AGM virtu-
ally, Managing
Director Suvomoy
Saha said that
Eveready is now ac-
tively working to-
wards improvement
in portfolio augmenta-
tion, reaching out to
consumers and
process upgradation.
Saha said that the fun-
damental strengths of
the businesses remain
intact with a solid
brand, strong distribu-
tion reach and signifi-
cantly high market
share in the core cate-
gories of batteries and
flashlights. The man-
agement of the compa-
ny is now purely fo-
cused on harnessing
these strengths for de-
livery of results. Some
of the initiatives may
need some time to
fructify, but direction-
ally these are for long-
term and sustainable
value creation, he told
shareholders.

New Delhi, Jun 30:  

Amid the rupee declin-
ing against the US dollar,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
said the Indian currency is
relatively better placed
than other global curren-
cies against the greenback.
Emerging market curren-
cies have been falling
against dollar amid geopo-
litical tensions in the wake
of the Russia-Ukraine war,
concerns over growth, high
global crude prices, sus-
tained inflation and central
banks worldwide adopting
hawkish monetary policy
approach. "We are relative-
ly better placed. We are not
a closed economy. We are
part of the globalised
world. So, we will be im-
pacted (by global develop-
ments)," the finance minis-
ter said on the sidelines of
an event here. She was re-
sponding to a question on
the movement of rupee
against the dollar. The
rupee breached the psycho-
logically significant level of
79 per dollar level for the
first time ever on
Wednesday and has also hit

a series of lifetime lows
this month. However, on
Thursday, the domestic cur-
rency rose 13 paise to 78.90
against the US dollar in
early trade. Since the war
in Ukraine broke out in late
February, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has expend-
ed its foreign exchange re-
serves in order to shield the
rupee from steep deprecia-
tion. Since February 25, the
headline foreign exchange
reserves have declined by
USD 40.94 billion. Last
week, Reserve Bank

Deputy Governor, Michael
D Patra said the central
bank will not allow "jerky
movements" of the rupee
and stressed that the Indian
currency has witnessed
least depreciation in recent
times. "We will stand for its
stability and we are doing
it. We are there in the mar-
ket and we will not allow
disorderly movement of
the rupee. We have no level
in mind, but we will not
allow jerky movement.
That is for certain," Patra
had said.

Rupee relatively better placed
than other global currencies

against dollar: FM

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala
Sitharaman addresses the release of the assessment report of
states and union territories based on implementation of ‘Business
Reforms Action Plan (BRAP), 2020’, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

The country's largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India on
Thursday launched the new
version of its compact SUV
Brezza, with a price starting
from Rs 7.99 lakh (ex-show-
room) as it seeks to strength-
en its presence in the SUV
segment to reinforce its lead-
ership position. The second-
generation Brezza will be
available in manual and auto-
matic transmission options,
priced between Rs 7.99 lakh
and Rs 13.96 lakh. Speaking at
the launch, Maruti Suzuki
India Managing Director and
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi said the
all-new Brezza is the compa-
ny's 6th launch in the last
eight months and "reflects our
confidence in the Indian mar-
ket". He said as part of the
company's vision of providing

'Joy of mobility' to as many
people as possible, Maruti
Suzuki will strengthen its
"presence across segments,
with special focus on SUV
portfolio". Also, it will intro-
duce products that are high on
design, technology and fea-
tures and bring products,
which "offer indulgence, com-
fort and convenience that
reflect the aspirations of New
India".
"The All-New Brezza is an
important step in this direc-
tion. This model is the first
offering in our upcoming
vibrant SUV portfolio," he
said. Stressing that the Brezza
has a strong legacy, Takeuchi
said, "It was our first model to
be conceived, designed, and
developed exclusively for
India". Maruti Suzuki had
made its entry into the com-
pact SUV segment in March
2016 with Brezza and the com-
pany has sold over 7.5 lakh
units in six years since it was
launched.

Maruti Suzuki launches
new version of SUV Brezza

̈ Prices starting 
at Rs 7.99 lakh

New Delhi, Jun 30:  

Cooperation in 5G tele-
com technology figured
prominently in the India-
Japan cyber dialogue
held virtually on
Thursday.

The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said both sides discussed
important areas of bilat-
eral cyber cooperation
and reviewed the
progress achieved in the
areas of cybersecurity
and information and com-
munication technologies.
It said the discussions in-
cluded developments in
cyber domain and mutual
cooperation in the area

during discussions at the
United Nations and other
multilateral and regional
fora. "Both sides dis-
cussed important areas of
bilateral cyber coopera-
tion and reviewed the
progress achieved in the
areas of cybersecurity
and Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technologies (ICTs) in-
cluding 5G Technology,"
the MEA said in a state-
ment.

The Indian delegation
at the fourth India-Japan
Cyber Dialogue was led
by Muanpuii Saiawi, joint
secretary in the MEA's
cyber diplomacy division.
The Japanese delegation

was led by Yutaka Arima,
ambassador in-charge of
cyber policy at Japan's
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. The Indian dele-
gation consisted of senior
officials from THE MEA,
Ministry of Home
Affairs, Ministry of
Defence, National
Security Council
Secretariat, Ministry of
Electronics and
Information technology,
Department of
Telecommunications,
Indian Computer
Emergency Response
Team and National
Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection
Centre.

India, Japan discuss 
cooperation in 5G technology

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

The government's deci-
sion to exempt suppliers on
e-commerce having less
than Rs 40 lakh turnover
will boost online sales of
goods, industry players
said. The GST Council has
decided to ease the process
for intra-state supplies
made through e-commerce
portals. Now such suppliers
will not have to obtain GST
registration, if their
turnover is lower than Rs 40
lakh and Rs 20 lakh for
goods and services, respec-
tively. This would come into
effect from January 1, 2023.
Meesho founder and CEO
Vidit Aatrey said that the
step brings much-needed
parity between offline and
online businesses. "With an
estimated 5 crore MSMEs
currently unable to sell on-
line due to compulsory GST
requirements, this game-
changing measure can be
an enabler for millions of
small units including arti-
sans, boutiques and mom-
and-pop stores. While
MSMEs will benefit from a
much larger addressable
market, increased efficien-
cies and easier access to
capital, the move will spur
the Indian economy and un-
lock massive tax revenues
for state governments,"

Aatrey said. He said that in
2022, around 60 per cent of
small businesses looking to
come online on Meesho
dropped off on account of
GST requirements.
Flipkart, chief corporate af-
fairs officer, Rajneesh
Kumar said that the deci-
sion will encourage and pro-
vide a boost to the digital
India agenda of the country
besides helping these small
businesses grow and pros-
per. "This will reduce com-
pliance burden for small
businesses especially, arti-
sans, weavers, handicraft
makers, artists and home
makers to access markets
through e-commerce and
smoothen their on-boarding
on these digital platforms,"
Kumar said. KPMG in India
indirect tax partner
Abhishek Jain said in line
with the government's agen-
da to facilitate e-commerce
in India, various compliance
bottlenecks have been done
away with for the e-com-
merce sector while allowing
suppliers to e-commerce
platforms to operate under
composition scheme.

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

Insurance behemoth
Life Insurance
Corporation on
Wednesday said the exer-
cise of determining its
embedded value as of
March 2022 is on' and is
likely to be completed by
July 15. It is informed
that the exercise of de-
termining the Indian
Embedded Value (IEV)
as on March 31, 2022,
may take some more
time to get completed,
LIC said in a statement.
"Once completed and
after requisite approvals,
the required public dis-
closures of the same, will
be made in this regard,

by LIC of India. As of
now, we expect the re-
quired public disclo-
sures, to be made by July
15," it said. The
Embedded Value (EV) is
a measure of the consoli-
dated value of share-
holders' interest in the
life insurance business.
It represents the worth of
shareholders' interests
in the earnings distrib-
utable from the assets al-
located to the business
after sufficient al-
lowance for the aggre-
gate risks in the busi-
ness. LIC's embedded
value was pegged at
about Rs 5.4 lakh crore as
on September 30, 2021 by
international actuarial

firm Milliman Advisors.
Last month, the govern-
ment raised about Rs
20,500 crore by diluting
its 3.5 percent stake in
the insuer through the
biggest ever IPO.
Following the listing,
LIC on a standalone
basis reported a 18 per
cent decline in its net
profit at Rs 2,371.55 crore
in the quarter ended
March 2022, compared to
Rs 2,893.48 crore in the
year-ago period. On a
consolidated basis, the
profit after tax dropped
17 per cent to Rs 2,409
crore for the fourth quar-
ter ended March 2022
from Rs 2,917 crore in the
same quarter a year ago.

GST registration exemption for
online seller with low turnover

to boost e-commerce

Determining of embedded value likely
to be completed by July 15: LIC

Novoco Vistas 
solidifies its position

in North India
Mumbai, Jun 30: 

India’s fifth-largest ce-
ment group and the leading
cement company in the
east, Nuvoco Vistas Corp
Ltd has expanded its pres-
ence in the North region
with the introduction of its
premium cement portfolio.
Revenue in the north region
specifically Haryana,
Western UP, Punjab, Delhi,
and Madhya Pradesh focus
on trade channel and brand
building through a strong
dealer network. To address
to growing needs of infra-
structure sector, Nuvoco
Vistas Corp Ltd plans to set
up a grinding unit with a 1.2
million tonnes per annum
capacity at its existing Plant
at Bhiwani, Haryana.

SMART CAMPUS

Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai being presented a plant by Filiz Albrecht (R), mem-
ber of the board of management and director of Industrial Relations at Robert Bosch
GmbH as Soumitra Bhattacharya (L), managing director of Bosch Limited and presi-
dent of the Bosch Group, India looks on during the inauguration of the Bosch Indias
new Smart campus spark.NXT, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

Mumbai, Jun 30: 

Dollar Industries, one of
the leading hosiery brands
in India, has signed actress,
Ms Yami Gautam as the
Brand Ambassador for
Dollar Missy, the premium
and fashionable female wear
brand which offers legwear,
and basic inner wears. “We
have introduced Dollar
Missy, in 2014, since then it
has become an evolving
brand. We have been looking
for a face which could carry
the brand image in the right
spirit. Having met the
Bollywood diva, Ms Yami
Gautam, we knew she would
be the best fit for the brand.
We always believe in rein-

venting ourselves. Exactly
the reason why we have gone
beyond the repertoire of
basic everyday necessities
like camisoles, panties and
bras to expand our product
horizon and include fashion-
able leggings, loungewear
and casuals to compliment

the wardrobe of today’s
woman. Armed with an en-
viable range of women’s
wear, we felt it was time for
us to focus on the stylish and
colourful range of our leg-
wear specially Churidar,
Ankle lengths, Kurti Pants
and Capris that complement
the finer tastes of new age
women of India”, said Mr
Vinod Kumar Gupta,
Managing Director, Dollar
Industries Ltd. The new
Dollar Missy Advertising
campaign builds on the fash-
ion quotient and exhibits
Dollar’s legwear range as a
must-have in every woman’s
wardrobe and features Yami
Gautam as the ultimate
show-stopper.

Yami Gautam brand 
ambassador of Dollar Missy

New Delhi, Jun 29: 

Inspired by the rich culture
and talent represented by
the tribal and indiginous
communities of India, we are
extending our collaboration
with the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs to launch the second
phase of the Going Online As
Leaders (GOAL) program.
GOAL 2.0 will look to digital-
ly upskill, connect and
empower 10 lakh youth and
women from the tribal com-
munities of the country and
will act as a bridge for the
socially marginalized youth
with a vast canvas of oppor-
tunities using technology
that they otherwise may not
have access to. The event
was attended by  Arjun
Munda, Union Cabinet
Minister for Tribal Affairs,

Anil Kumar Jha, Secretary,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,  S
N Tripathi, DG, IIPA, 
Dr. Navalljit Kapoor, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and Youth and entre-
preneurs from tribal commu-
nities from across the coun-
try. Mrs. Renuka Singh
Saruta, Minister of State,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and
Bishweswar Tudu, Minister of
State, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs have also strongly
supported the program.
Through this program, the
identified GOAL participants
will have access to Meta
Business Coach - a WhatsApp
based learning bot - that will
give the participants an
opportunity to learn skills on
how to build and grow their
business using Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp. 

Uplifting Tribal communities in India
through digital entrepreneurship

Mumbai, Jun 30: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das empha-
sised the need for proper
interpretation of data to
facilitate more informed
decision making as it will
bring clarity in communi-
cation from decision mak-
ers as well as formation of
rational expectations from
market participants. "The
importance of statistics in
public policy is well under-
stood. In the face of high
uncertainty brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the discipline of statistics
found itself in greater
spotlight. This unprece-
dented global phenome-
non has tested human en-

deavour in multiple facets
and magnitude," he said.
Speaking at the RBI's an-
nual 'Statistics Day
Conference', Das men-
tioned that lockdowns in
various countries, includ-
ing India, posed severe
challenges to the compila-
tion and availability of
data relating to the spread
of the pandemic, and its

impact on various
economies and the world
urgently needed solutions
to a problem it had never
seen before. Recalling
India's experience in data
gathering, he said the
Ministry of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation was com-
pelled to publish imputed
figures for Consumer
Price Index (CPI) for two
consecutive months dur-
ing the first wave of the
pandemic in 2020 due to
immense difficulty in col-
lection of prices for many
items.

He said statistical inno-
vations arising out of the
pandemic disruption will
have long-lasting benefits

and added that the up-
heaval also posed chal-
lenges to statistical agen-
cies to build more public
trust in the resulting sta-
tistics. While new data
sources open up opportu-
nities for official statistics,
he said it also raises issues
for the discipline.

"... statistics should
focus on laying down the
pathway towards proper
interpretation in the pres-
ent world of data abun-
dance. This would facili-
tate more informed deci-
sion making, clarity in
communication from deci-
sion makers and forma-
tion of rational expecta-
tions from market partici-
pants," Das said.

Proper interpretation of data necessary for
more informed decision making: RBI Governor

Chandigarh, Jun 30: 

About a dozen states
on Wednesday pitched
for extending by a few
years the compensation
paid to states for revenue
lost from the implemen-
tation of the goods and
services tax (GST)
regime. The GST
Council, the highest de-
cision-making body of
the indirect tax regime,
however, did not take any
decision at its meeting
here.

A final decision is like-
ly to be taken in the next
GST council meeting in
the first week of August,
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said while talking to the
media after the 47th GST

Council meeting here.
"As many as 16 states
spoke on GST compensa-
tion in today's meeting.
Of this there were 3-4
states that said that they
have to stand on their
own and not depend on
c o m p e n s a t i o n , "
Sitharaman said. When a
nationwide GST sub-
sumed 17 central and
state levies from July 1,
2017, it was decided that
states will be compensat-
ed for any loss of rev-
enue from the new tax
for five years. That time-
frame is ending on June
30. With two years being
lost in the pandemic,
states have sought an ex-
tension of this compen-
sation period by five
years.

12 states demand extension of
GST compensation beyond June

2022 has
been a 

fulfilling
year for

Yami
Gautam
As the first half of 2022

comes to a close,
Bollywood actress Yami
Gautam Dhar, who has had
two releases so far -- 'A
Thursday' and 'Dasvi' -- both
OTT films, shared her experi-
ence for the year so far.

In her words, the first half
has surprised her, cour-

tesy the positive
response from all

quarters to both her
releases. Elaborating on

the same, the actress said,
"The first half of 2022 has
been even better than how I
had envisioned. Creatively, it
has been very enriching and
fulfilling so far. ‘A Thursday'
was a role I was craving to do
because it was something I
had never attempted before.
When one's effort is acknowl-
edged and appreciated in such
a big way, it only encourages
you to take bigger challenges
and risks." "I am still receiving
messages for my performance
in ‘A Thursday' and it makes
me happier beyond words
every single time. Even ‘Dasvi'
added so much to me as an
actor. Learning a new dialect,
playing a cop were experi-
ences that will always remain
significant in my journey when
I look back," she added.
On the work front, Yami has
projects like ‘Lost' and ‘OMG 2'
in the pipeline.

Jazzy Ballerini 
on auditioning

for her role in
‘Anandi Baa

aur Emily’

A
ctress Jazzy
Ballerini, who
is making her

debut in the Indian tel-
evision industry with
the new show 'Anandi

Baa aur Emily', has au-
ditioned for more than
500 times for many roles
over the years.

Jazzy is seen playing the
role of a 'Videshi Bahu' in

the show. She opens up on her
audition process for her role
in 'Aanandi Baa aur Emily':

The cast includes
Kanchan Gupta in the role
of Anandi Baa, Jazzy
Ballerini as Emily and
Mishkat Verma as
Aarav.

Jazzy says: "I didn't
have much under-
standing of TV shows
before I actually audi-
tioned. But, I was ex-

cited to find out more
about the role. I wanted to

learn more about it. The audi-
tion process for my role on
'Aanandi Baa aur Emily' went
very smoothly. Even though it
was during lockdown times.
Within a few days I was con-
firmed for the role of 'Emily'."

"I honestly didn't know, at that
time, what I was getting myself
into. I didn't know how amazing

this opportunity really is until I
started filming. When I spoke to

my friends about it, they were real-
ly supportive and told me that Star

Plus has one of the best content and
serials. So, I'm excited to be a part of

this show," concludes the actress who
was born and brought up in London.

It is a story of a chaos happening in
a family when a 'firangi bahu'(foreign
daughter-in-law) enters the family and
Anandi Baa(played by Kanchan

Gupta) tries to get rid of her.

ACROSS

1. Religious order

5. Blur

10. Capital of Norway

14. Scheme

15. Musical pace

16. ____ between the lines

17. Contradictive contraction

18. Excessive

20. Butterfly snare

21. Small planet

22. Monikers

23. Land unit

25. Make into law

27. Liberate

30. Roman general

34. Satire

35. Sail supports

38. Epoch

39. Tense

40. Farm towers

41. Rotisserie rod

42. Clairvoyant's letters

43. Glossy fabric

44. Stage

45. Sower

47. Harpooned

49. Prepares copy

52. Tibetan priest

53. Keaton or Sawyer

56. Church feature

58. Facial spasm

61. Respect

63. Helper

64. Hive dwellers

65. Window sill

66. Auctioned off

67. Reasonable

68. Trick or ____!

69. Leg part

DOWN

1. Whirl

2. Differently

3. Melon variety

4. Blasting substance (abbr.)

5. Actress Julia ____

6. Waiter's handout

7. Act the ham

8. Chef's garment

9. Slender pole

10. Showy

11. Stitched line

12. Delayed

13. Certain poems

19. Native Peruvians

21. Entreat

24. Penny

26. Drama divisions

27. Ceremonial events
28. Clear the blackboard
29. Send out
31. Gap
32. Get up
33. Judged
36. Renowned fighter
37. Male descendants
40. Eastern garment
41. Pillow cover
43. Passover dinner
44. Fleshy fruit
46. Actress ____ Richards
48. Jupiter, e.g.
50. Spud
51. Glide
53. Small quantities
54. Bright thought
55. So be it!
57. Dress for Caesar
59. Not active
60. Hand over
62. Key near Ctrl
63. Question

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY,  JULY  01,  2022

Someone could be prodding you to take
action today, Aquarius. It might be best
if you beat them to it and motivate
yourself. Stay a step or two ahead of
the herd. Lead your own stampede and
go wherever you want to go. It's quite
likely that you'll run into conflict
regarding issues about which you feel
strongly. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You might experience a great deal of
emotional confusion today, Pisces.
There's a debate brewing inside you.
You're having a hard time deciding
whether to pursue the practical or the
fanciful. Looking to others for help could
only add to the confusion, so take their
advice with a grain of salt. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Keeping things in balance will be a chal-
lenge today, Aries. You're likely to find that
there's conflict brewing that doesn't seem
to want resolution. It's OK. Don't press the
issue. You may find that the best solution is
to escape into the clouds and come back to
reality when the storm has settled. There's
no need to try to untangle the knots if they
simply don't want to budge.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension is likely to arise in many different
areas of your life, Taurus. It's possible that
you're either too dreamy or too practical for
the issue at hand. It's important for you to
strike a balance. The toughest part will be
finding people and situations that agree
with you. Other people are likely to be quite
inflexible and stubborn, and you may have
to adapt in order to reach a compromise.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Yesterday's trajectory might run into a
couple of snags today, Gemini. You
could find that your dreamy nature con-
flicts with the planned and steady. This
conflict of interests may be creating
some tension that will be difficult to
work with. Your emotions are apt to
deceive you, so try not to get pulled off
course by a passing whim. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Try to keep yourself in line with your emo-
tions today, Cancer. It's possible that a
powerful yet subtle force is slowly trying
to pull you off track. If so, think about tak-
ing a break and doing some physical activ-
ity to get your blood pumping. Go for a
walk with a friend to help clear your head
so you can think more rationally about the
decisions you need to make.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You could find that an emotional issue
rubs you the wrong way today, Leo.
Your tendency is to want to escape. Try
to do so in a healthy manner. Watch
your favorite movie or read a book.
Don't fall prey to the temptation to
indulge in more dangerous pursuits.
That would only push the problems
away temporarily. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your artistic side may want to take to the
airwaves in some way today, Virgo.
Perhaps you should consider building
your own website or getting a spot on a
local radio show. Your dreams need a
vehicle for distribution. Give them the
means to be dispersed to others. You
have the ability to inspire many people. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You could find that what was so light
and active yesterday runs into road-
blocks today, Libra. It might seem as if
you're suddenly heading straight for a
brick wall regarding some of your cur-
rent projects. Suddenly there's a more
reserved tone to things, and you may
have lost a bit of your precious
momentum. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The pace of things is likely to slow down a
bit compared to what was happening yes-
terday, Scorpio. This is probably for the
best. Take this time to do some planning
and stabilizing. You've plowed forth into
the fields. Now stop and assess what
you've accomplished. Take things one
step at a time and don't get ahead of
yourself. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find that there's a quality of
dreaminess to your emotions today that
keeps you from focusing on the task at hand,
Sagittarius. People are likely to be stubborn
and confused, and you could be one of them.
It might seem as if your mind is going in two
directions and you aren't sure which way to
proceed. Try to incorporate more of your
dreams into your waking reality.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Little voices are whispering in your ear
today, Capricorn. They could be asking
you to join them in the clouds. You might
get the feeling that there's a lot of ten-
sion between what your heart has to say
and what your mind has to say. Don't be
surprised if the energy of the day leaves
you confused by the time the day ends.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ll is fair in love and
war! Presenting
one such tale of in-

nocent lovers and a lethal
hitman jahan hogi Fight
love & Life ki with the
World Television
Premiere of Love Hostel
on &pictures. This slick
thriller, rendered with ten-
sile drama and a gripping
plot, director Shanker
Raman’s Love Hostel is a
representation of some
cold-blooded sentiments,
showcasing the magic of
authentic storytelling. On
Saturday Premiere Party
where &pictures pre-
mieres new movies on the
channel every Saturday
night, get ready to check-
in to the Love Hostel with
the World Television
Premiere on 2nd July at
10pm only on &pictures.

Set in the depths of
Haryana, when Jyoti and
Ashu sign their official
marriage certificate, they
not only declare love for
each other to the world
but also put their lives

into danger. Thus, begins
the deadly chase and trail
of dodging bullets.
Displaying impactful per-
formances as two
young’uns in love, Vikrant
Massey and Sanya
Malhotra are seen dissolv-
ing in their respective
characters, Ashu and
Jyoti along with Raj
Arjun, Aditi Vasudev and
Akshay Oberoi in pivotal
roles. The film also intro-
duces the outstanding

Bobby Deol as a Dagar, a
ruthless killer – a charac-
ter that is ought to send
chills down your spine.

Talking about his role,
Bobby Deol said, “A char-
acter like Dagar is some-
thing that I have not
played before. It was a
completely new experi-
ence for me as I had the
chance to learn a new lan-
guage and it was the first
time that I had to undergo
the process of prosthetics

for a film. I never really
had the chance to show-
case this side of me and it
was indeed a great experi-
ence to step out of the box
and essay the challenging
role of Dagar. When I
read the script of Love
Hostel, I envisioned exact-
ly how I had to play out
my character to make it
look as authentic as possi-
ble. As I kept reading
about him, I understood
his emotions and tried to

get into the skin of it. This
film is an eye opener for
the youth of today and ed-
ucates them on the reali-
ties of life. I am sure the
audience will have a roller
coaster of time watching
the film on &pictures.”

"Love Hostel compels
you to think and intro-
spect. I would say, this film
helped me grow as an
artist as well as an indi-
vidual. It makes you real-
ize how lucky we are. I
was so engrossed in my
character that I felt every
emotion that he under-
went. And not just me,
Sanya and I both took a lit-
tle time to get out of our
characters and feel like
our normal selves. We
have given it all to this
film and I’m sure the audi-
ence will love the film as
much as we do.” said
Vikrant Massey.

Witness Fight love &
Life ki with the World
Television Premiere of
‘Love Hostel’ on &pictures
on 2nd July at 10 pm.

World TV premiere of ‘Love Hostel’ on Jul 02

L
ike the Maratha
kings, their queens
were also examples

of great valour and inspi-
ration. And, Ahilyabai
Holkar was one of them,
whose praises are seldom
acknowledged. Depicting
the glorious life of
Malwa's benevolent
queen is Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok
Ahilyabai’ that has re-

ceived immense adula-
tion from the viewers.
With an inspiring tale,
the show brings to light
the journey of Ahilyabai
Holkar, who devoted her
life to defeating patriar-
chal norms and establish-
ing women’s right at a
time when women were
confined to the four walls
of their houses, with the
unwavering support of
her father-in-law, Malhar
Rao Holkar.

The show’s ongoing
track showcases how at a
time when women were
bereft of their voice and
rights due to the patriar-
chal norms set by the so-
ciety, Ahilya fearlessly
took a stand against do-
mestic abuse faced by
women. Even though
Ahilyabai was heavily
pregnant, she fought for
Krishna, her hand maid-
en, who was a victim of
domestic abuse by her
husband. Not ready to tol-
erate this kind of disre-
spect for women, Ahilya
takes this matter to the
darbar in order to ad-
dress the issue and bring
justice for all the women
like Krishna who face
such ill-treatment as they
are scared to speak about
it as it goes against their
husbands.

Sharing her thoughts
on the same, Aetashaa
Sansgiri who plays the
role of Ahilyabai Holkar
in the show said,
“Domestic abuse remains
a deeply ingrained issue
in our society, with seri-
ous impact on a woman's
health and well-being. Its
continued existence is
morally indefensible.
While some women are
able to fight against do-
mestic violence faced by
them, there are still some
who are not able to speak
about it. So, imagine what
the case would have been
during the era of
Ahilyabai Holkar." 

Witness Ahilyabai
Holkar’s epic life story on
Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
every Monday to Friday
at 7:30pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Ahilyabai Holkar was a
woman ahead of her time’

B
ollywood actor Kartik
Aaryan says he feels over-
whelmed by the response he

is receiving from the global audi-
ence after his latest film "Bhool
Bhulaiyaan 2" was released on the
OTT platform Netflix.

The film was released in the the-
atre on May 20 and received huge
success at the box office. Now that
the film is released on Netflix, and
is topping the list of non-English
films among the global audience,
Kartik said: "It's been absolutely
surreal to see the support from my
fans, and so exciting to witness the
appreciation pouring in from audi-
ences all around the world.

"Our film is trending as the num-
ber one Non-english film globally
and in 19 countries since its release
on Netflix. BB2 continues to get so
much love in cinemas even today
and it feels even more special when
this love becomes universal and
people around the world are con-
necting to it through the internet
and breaking the language barri-
er."

Adding to that, producer
Bhushan Kumar said: "My heart is
full of gratitude as Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2 becomes the #1 non-
english film globally on Netflix. It's

wonderful to see audiences in 190
countries enjoying the film on
Netflix, and we hope to continue
entertaining more and more fans
in different parts of the world!"

The horror-comedy, starring
Kartik Aaryan, Tabu, Kiara
Advani, Rajpal Yadav and Sanjay
Mishra among others.

Kartik Aaryan feels overwhelmed
with ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaan 2’

response from OTT
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Birmingham, Jun 30 (PTI):

Never before has he nav-
igated the choppy waters
of leadership but Jasprit
Bumrah will certainly like
to showcase his captaincy
acumen while leading a
slightly under-prepared
India against a vastly im-
proved England in the
rescheduled fifth Test,
starting here on Friday.

India were leading the
five-match series 2-1 when
multiple COVID-19 cases
in their camp led to the
postponement of the final
game which was a part of
the World Test
Championship. Nine
months have passed since
and a lot of water has
flown through the Thames
with the then captain
Virat Kohli relinquishing
Test captaincy. His succes-
sor, Rohit Sharma, is miss-
ing out on this game after
testing positive for COVID-
19. Worse, Rohit's designat-
ed deputy KL Rahul is also
out after having under-
gone a surgery for sports
hernia.

In this backdrop of mu-
sical chair of Indian cap-
taincy, the gauntlet has
been thrown at Bumrah,
arguably one of the finest
fast bowlers in the history
of Indian cricket and now
set to be the 36th man to
lead the national Test
team. He has been ac-

knowledged widely as the
undisputed leader of the
fast bowling group but
come Friday, the challenge
against Ben Stokes' side
will be very different when
he walks out for the toss at
the Edgbaston.

Fast bowlers in Indian
context have never been
considered worthy of lead-
ership contention and
Kapil Dev, the world class
all-rounder, was more of a
fast medium bowler in his
prime and later a medium-
fast as time progressed.

New England, new
template

The 3-0 demolition of
New Zealand with three
tricky chases completed
in style has shown that
England, under new coach
Brendon McCullum, have
de-constructed their style-
sheet as far as Test match-
es are concerned.

Their batters are plun-
dering opposition attack
while there are lesser
number of five-wicket
hauls from the pacers if
one goes by the statistics
of the New Zealand series.
It was Jack Leach, who
had two five-wicket hauls

and neither James
Anderson nor Stuart
Broad got their names on
the various 'Honours'
Board'.

The pitches have be-
come a tad flatter, which is
helping the batters and
thus Bumrah, along with
Mohammed Shami and
Mohammed Siraj will
have an onerous task of
tackling a batting line-up
bubbling with confidence.

Joe Root, after relin-
quishing captaincy, has
found the touch that had
deserted him and Jonny
Bairstow, with the confi-
dence of IPL, has scored

nearly 400 runs at a strike-
rate of 120 plus, unheard
of in Test matches.

Team combination a
worry for India

India will have to bat
well and in absence of reg-
ular opening pair of Rohit
and Rahul, who were fan-
tastic during the four
Tests played last year.
Coach Rahul Dravid ex-
pects a match-winning
performance if not a hun-
dred from Virat Kohli,
who looked good in the
practice game but the Test
match will be a different
beast altogether.

The practice game
against Leicestershire
was more of an extended
net session and Indian
teams, since Mahendra
Singh Dhoni took over as
captain, has hardly played
official first-class games
as a pre-cursor to the Test
matches.

James Anderson might
be a month short of his
40th birthday but those
magical wrists can still
make the ball dart around
and it will be a different
experience for Shubman
Gill or Shreyas Iyer.

Cheteshwar Pujara has
scored a bagful of county
runs but that psychologi-
cal disadvantage of facing
the very first ball of an in-
nings, if he is asked to
open, could clutter his
mind.

Bumrah’s India ready to face England 

Match Starts: 3 pm IST. 

Pallekele, Jun 30 (PTI):

Starting a new era in 50-
over cricket without the
peerless Mithali Raj, the
newly-appointed skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur will
seek an improved perform-
ance across departments
from his players as Indian
women eye a winning start
against hosts Sri Lanka in
a three-match series, start-
ing Friday.

India will be without
their two pillars -- Mithali,
who retired from cricket
earlier this month, and
Jhulan Goswami, who is
nursing a side strain.

The absence of interna-
tional cricket's most prolif-
ic duo is just one of several
concerns for captain Kaur
ahead of the ODI series
opener. The Indians made a
positive start to the tour of

the island nation by win-
ning the T20I series 2-1 but
their performance was far
from perfect and while the
format will change, the reg-
ulars in the side would be
keen to put up a dominant
display against the lowly-
ranked (ninth) Sri Lanka.

"It is new journey for me
also," Kaur, who was hand-
ed the ODI captaincy after
Mithali retired, said at the
pre-match press confer-
ence.

"My main motive is to
improve our fitness and
fielding. These are the two

areas where I personally
want the team to do well
in," she added.

With the seasoned
Jhulan not in the side, the
young and relatively inex-
perienced fast bowling unit
comprising Vastrakar,
Simran Bahadur, Meghna
Singh and Renuka Singh
will be tested by the
Lankan batting line-up
headlined by Chamari
Athapaththu.

The spinners have been
largely on the mark but
struggled in the third
game. Poonam Yadav and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad will
have their task cut out in
the longer format. Kaur
and Harleen Doel, with her
leg breaks, too can pitch in
with some useful overs.

Galle, Sri Lanka, Jun 30 (AP):

Cameron Green and
Alex Carey fired Australia
to a 101-run first-innings
lead against Sri Lanka
after two days of the
first test on Thursday.

Australia was 313-8
at stumps after a rain-
affected day, in reply to
Sri Lanka's 212 all out.

Green's and Carey's
rapidfire stand of 84 runs
from 93 balls propelled
Australia past Sri Lanka's
total and further in
charge.

Green made 77 off 109
deliveries, including six
boundaries, and Carey 45
from 47 after opener
Usman Khawaja kept the
innings together with 71.

Australia looked set for
a bigger lead when it re-
sumed after tea on 233-5
but Carey played a rash
shot against offspinner
Ramesh Mendis and
Dinesh Chandimal took a
well-judged high catch
running behind from wide
mid off. Green and
Mitchell Starc added
37 for the seventh
wicket then Green at-
tempted to sweep a full
ball from Mendis and was
adjudged lbw. He reviewed
the umpire's decision un-
successfully. Starc was the
eighth man out for 10
when he chipped a return

catch to legspinner Jeffrey
Vandersay. Captain Pat
Cummins hit three sixes
and a boundary in a 16-ball
unbeaten 26 to ensure
Australia took the lead

past 100 runs. Nathan
Lyon is with Cummins on
8.

Offspinner Ramesh
Mendis had the best bowl-
ing figures of 4-107 while
Vandersay had 2-68 includ-
ing Khawaja for his first
wickets in his test debut.

Play commenced on the
second day only after the
entire morning session
and one hour of the mid-
dle session were lost be-
cause of heavy wind and
rain.

Australia, 98-3
overnight, lost night-
watchman Travis Head for
6 quickly when he re-
turned a leading edge to
offspinner Dhananjaya de
Silva.

Khawaja and Green
used their feet against
sharp turn and bounce,
easily making singles and
doubles while rotating the
strike. The ploy brought
success on a pitch where
defense didn't seem a wise
option with close catchers
around the bat.

Green stars as Australia
build lead on truncated day

Australia's Cameron Green
raises his bat after scoring a
half century (50 runs) during
the second day of play of the

first cricket Test match
between Sri Lanka and
Australia at the Galle

International Cricket Stadium
in Galle on June 30.

Pallekele, Jun 30 (PTI):

Harmanpreet Kaur, who
begins her reign as a full-
time skipper of the Indian
women's team with the ODI
series against Sri Lanka, is
seeking drastic improve-
ment in fitness and fielding
from her teammates.

Kaur, who was already
leading the Indian T20 side,
was handed the ODI captain-
cy after veteran Mithali Raj
retired from international
cricket earlier this month.
The three-match series be-
ginning here on Friday is
her first assignment as ODI
captain. "I have set some
goals for us. Fitness is very
important for a player. Skills

wise we have coaches but I
want to set an example
where the players can see
me and get motivated to be-
come fit," Kaur said on eve of
the first ODI against Sri
Lanka. "Fitness and fielding
are two things I want my
team to improve. If these
two aspects are covered then
you are the best side,"
Harmanpreet, who is among
the fitter players in the
Indian team, said.

Birmingham, Jun 30 (PTI):

Virat Kohli has set an al-
together different bench-
mark with his 70 interna-
tional hundreds but Rahul
Dravid, from a coach's per-
spective, wants his best bat-
ter to make "match-winning
contributions" even if it is
not a three-figure one like it
has happened over the
years.

Kohli has not scored an
international hundred since
November 2019 but Dravid
dismissed notions that the
owner of 27 Test hundreds
is "lacking in motivation".

"As players, you go
through these phases and I
don't think you need motiva-
tion to be very honest with
you and I think in Virat's

case it is nothing to do with
lack of motivation or de-
sire," Dravid said ahead of
India's rescheduled fifth
Test against England start-
ing here on Friday. "It's not
always focussing on those
three figures like even a 70-
odd (79) in a difficult situa-
tion in Cape Town (vs SA)
was a good innings. Didn't
convert into a three-figure,
but it was a good score.

Kuala Lumpur, Jun 30 (PTI):

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
and Thomas Cup
star HS Prannoy se-

cured contrasting wins to
enter the quarterfinals of
the Malaysia Open Super
750 badminton tourna-
ment here on Thursday.

Unseeded Prannoy, who
won all his matches dur-
ing India's historic
Thomas Cup triumph this
year, registered the biggest
upset of the day when he
eliminated world No. 4
Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei 21-15 21-7
in contest that lasted more

than 30 minutes.
Fresh from his semifi-

nal finish at the Indonesia
Open last week, the 29-
year-old was a slow starter
in both the games. But

once he gained his ground,
there was no stopping the
Indian, who sealed his
last-eight passage with 12
points on the trot.

The world No. 21 Indian

will next face seventh seed
Jonatan Christie of
Indonesia, against whom
his head-to-head record is
3-5.

Former world champion
Sindhu took some time to ad-
just to the game of Thailand
youngster Phittayaporn
Chaiwan as the world No.7
Indian lost the opening game
before pulling off a 19-21 21-9
21-14 win in a 57-minute duel.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
will next face her nemesis
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese
Taipei, against whom she
has a lopsided 5-15 head-to-
head record including a
string of five losses on the
trot.

Wimbledon, Jun 30 (AP):

Yet another of the highest-
ranked players on the men's
tour is out of the tournament
at Wimbledon. Novak Djokovic
or Rafael Nadal are not among
them. Casper Ruud, the runner-
up to Nadal at this year's

French Open, became the sev-
enth of the top 11-ranked male
players to be out of the grass-
court Grand Slam for either
losing early, injury, illness or
being banned. Ruud, who was
seeded third but ranked sixth,
lost to Ugo Humbert of France
3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 on Wednesday

in the second round. Djokovic,
a six-time Wimbledon champi-
on who is looking for his fourth
straight title at the All England
Club, beat Thanasi Kokkinakis
of Australia 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 to
reach the third round. Nadal
advanced to the second round
on Tuesday.

Ruud loses in 2nd round at Wimbledon
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Indian women aiming for
improved show against Sri Lanka

Match starts 10am IST.

Want to motivate players
to get fit: Harmanpreet

I want match-winning contributions
from Virat Kohli : Rahul Dravid

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

NDA nominee
Droupadi Murmu and her
challenger Yashwant
Sinha were the only two
candidates left in the fray
for the July 18 presiden-
tial election after scrutiny
of nomination papers,
Rajya Sabha Secretary
General P C Mody said on
Thursday.

Mody, the returning offi-
cer for the presidential
election, said 115 nomina-
tion papers of 94 persons
were received till
Wednesday, of which 107
were rejected for not meet-
ing the required criteria.

The nomination papers
of Murmu and Sinha four
sets each were found to
fulfil all the requirements
of a valid nomination and

were accepted, he said.
Mody said the list of

contesting candidates will
be published in the
gazette on July 2 after 3
pm, which is the last date
for withdrawal of nomi-
nation.

According to the
Presidential and Vice
Presidential Election Act,
a nomination for the pres-
idential poll is rejected if
it is not backed by 50 pro-
posers and 50 seconders
from the electoral college
made up of members of

Parliament and legislative
assemblies.

The nomination will
also be rejected if an aspi-
rant does not pay Rs 15,000
in cash or present a re-
ceipt showing such an
amount deposited in the
Reserve Bank of India or
a government treasury.
Cheques and demand
drafts are not acceptable
means of paying security
deposit.

Besides Murmu and
Sinha, a host of common-
ers had also filed their pa-
pers for the top constitu-
tional post in the country,
which include a slum
dweller from Mumbai, a
namesake of RJD founder
Lalu Prasad Yadav, a so-
cial activist from Tamil
Nadu and a professor
from Delhi.

Ranipet (TN), Jun 30 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Thursday hit out at oppo-
sition parties for their
'publicity-seeker' jibe
aimed at him and assert-
ed that he is in politics for
over 5 decades and does
not need publicity.

Slamming the opposi-
tion, the Chief Minister
said they criticise him
saying 'Stalin is a publici-
ty seeker'. Stalin asked,
"why do I need publicity?
I am in politics for 55
years. Why do I require
publicity after so many
years?".

Addressing the gather-
ing after inaugurating
new projects here, Stalin
said the DMK regime led
by him has fulfilled about
70-80 per cent of promises
made to the people ahead
of the 2021 Assembly elec-
tion. However, those in
the opposition and some

smaller parties are claim-
ing that the DMK govern-
ment has not honoured
any of its electoral assur-
ances, he said. The
AIADMK and the BJP are
the parties that are appar-
ently targeted by the
Chief Minister.

Referring to Ranipet
District based govern-
ment initiatives, he said
welfare assistance is facil-
itated to as many as 71,103
beneficiaries under vari-
ous departments and it

includes installing solar
powered farm pumps,
housing initiatives, med-
ical insurance, providing
goats and so on. About 70-
80 per cent of all electoral
assurances have been ful-
filled in the state and be-
sides such achievements,
the government is also
implementing a slew of
other projects.

Listing out his govern-
ment's overall achieve-
ments, he said such initia-
tives were not announced
ahead but taken up and
completed in a year.
When this was the case,
the opposition is making
empty accusations.

Alluding to the publici-
ty-seeker remark, Stalin
said it was based on his
visit to 'Narikoravar' and
'Irular' households, where
he ate food with them.
"Did I keep quiet after vis-
iting them and conclude
that my duty was over
with the visit,? he asked.

NEET PG EXAM

Mandaviya to felicitate
top 25 rank holders
each in medicine, 

dental courses
New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya will
interact and felicitate top
25 rank holders in the
NEET PG exam of both
medicine and dental
courses. This is first time
that an Union Health min-
ister will felicitate top
rank holders of the en-
trance exam, officials
said. The NEET PG-2022
results were declared on
June 1.

Mandaviya will also
host a dinner for the top
rank holders. Senior
Health ministry officials
will also be present on the
occasion, they said. The
event comes on the eve of
the National Doctors' Day
which will be observed in
all medical and dental col-
leges across the country,
including all the AIIMS.

‘Child’s Aadhaar not
mandatory for

availing benefits of
Poshan scheme’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):
The Women and Child
Development Ministry has
clarified that a child's
Aadhaar card is not
mandatory for availing the
benefits of nutrition
scheme scheme, and that
these can be accessed
using the mother's biomet-
ric card to register on the
Poshan tracker app.

The clarification came
in response to a media re-
port which claimed that
"millions of children will
soon need Aadhaar IDs to
access their right to a nu-
tritious meal".

The WCD ministry in-
sisted the Aadhar details
of children are not manda-
tory and the ministry is
ensuring that the benefits
of the nutrition scheme is
delivered using the
Aadhar id of the mother.

Police personnel in a scuffle with members of Sarva Hindu Samaj during their protest against the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal, in Udaipur, Thursday.

PROTEST RALLY

‘Adhikar’ is peaceful co-existence,
no one has any right to kill anybody’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

NHRC chairperson jus-
tice (retd) Arun Kumar
Mishra on Thursday ex-
tolled the ancient wisdom
of India that speaks of
'ahimsa' and other human
virtues, as he asserted that
'adhikar' essentially means
"peaceful co-existence" and
no one has any right to kill
anybody or snatch some-
one else's bread to satiate
their hunger.

In his address at a techni-
cal session held here as
part of a conference on
'Human Rights in Indian
Culture and Philosophy', he
also said that 'ahimsa' (non-
violence) via Buddhism is a
"gift from India" to the
wider world. His comments
come in the backdrop of
brutal killing of a tailor in
Udaipur by two men who

had posted
videos online
that claimed
they were
avenging an in-
sult to Islam.
The two-day
event is being
hosted by the
N a t i o n a l
Human Rights
C o m m i s s i o n
(NHRC) in col-
laboration with
Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA).

"Words used in our scrip-
tures, Vedas, Puranas,
Mahabharata, teaching of
our great persons... Ahimsa
was talked of," Mishra said.
The NHRC chief then cited
Mahatma Gandhi, Raja
Rammohun Roy, Swami
V i v e k a n a n d a ,
R a m a k r i s h n a

Paramahansa,
D a y a n a n d
Saraswati and
said, "then we
have to remem-
ber Akbar also"
in this context.
"Gandhi, Patel
lived with
'ahimsa', it is
taught in
Jainism and
Buddhism too.
F o r t y - s e v e n
countries have

adopted Buddhism, it is gift
from India -- 'ahimsa'.

What Ashoka borrowed
from Buddhism - 'ahimsa'...
What we have given to the
entire world is being talked
about today... Indian cul-
ture, we have not forgotten,
it is in our blood," he said.
He then spoke of 'adhikar'
(rights) and 'dayitva' (du-
ties) as spoken in the

Indian texts.
"'Adhikar' is peaceful co-

existence. No one has any
right to kill anybody or
snatch someone else's
bread to satiate their
hunger or quench their
thirst," the NHRC chief
said. He also talked about
the land being a venerated
'Bhoomi Devi' (Mother
Earth) and River Ganga
being revered as a 'Ganga
Maa' and lamented that so-
ciety was "forgetting its ob-
ligations" there too.

The NHRC chief under-
lined that fertile nature of
land was "being destroyed"
through use of chemicals
and fertilizers as they bene-
fit just a few crops and ren-
der it "unproductive" later.
India is an agriculture-
dominated country and the
land gives breads to mil-
lions, he said.

Private news channel editor
arrested over fraud charges

Bhubaneswar, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Ardhendu Das, a promi-
nent television journalist
from Odisha, has been ar-
rested by the police's
Economic Offences Wing
over a dispute related to
delayed payment to an
equipment vendor who the
scribe claimed had sup-
plied sub-standard hard-
ware, much of which had
been returned.

Das alleged the action
by the state police was a
bid to "suppress" his voice.

EOW officials picked up
Das from his relative's
house at Odagaon in
Nayagarh district on
Wednesday night.

While being
taken for a
health checkup
after his arrest,
Das said, "The
action against
me is intended
to suppress my
voice against
the state gov-
ernment's mis-
deeds. It's a vin-
dictive action. I
had told the EOW that I
would appear before it on
July 1. It was finalised that
the pending amount of the
deal with the company
concerned would be paid
through cheque. The EOW
and the firm are aware of
this. Despite this, I was

picked up."
The EOW

had on June 28
raided the
house of Das
on the basis of
an FIR regis-
tered by a
D e l h i - b a s e d
businessman.
He was ac-
cused of not
paying back Rs

92.47 lakh to the business-
man, who had supplied
equipment for the televi-
sion channel.

Das was, however, not
present at the house dur-
ing the raid even as the
EOW had served him no-
tice twice asking him to

depose before it. He hadn't
appeared before the EOW.

The businessman from
the national capital,
Gagandeep Singh Chawla,
proprietor of Solution
Broadcast company, had
alleged that Das had con-
tacted him in 2020 for buy-
ing equipment for the es-
tablishment of the news
channel. A deal worth Rs 1
crore was finalised.

Though Das had paid
Chawla Rs 10 lakh in ad-
vance for the equipment,
he did not pay the remain-
ing amount within six
months as agreed earlier.
The businessman filed a
case against Das after 20
months, police said.

Ecstatic pilgrims begin journey 
to Amarnath cave shrine

Pahalgam (JK), Jun 30 (PTI): 

Chants of Bam Bam
Bhole' and Har Har
Mahadev' reverberated the
air at daybreak as ecstatic
pilgrims began an arduous
journey of faith to the
Amarnath Cave Shrine
housed among the mighty
Himalaya peaks at an eleva-
tion of 3880 metres.

The first batch of about
2750 pilgrims left the
Nunwan base camp here on
the Pahalgam-
Chandanwari route after
being flagged off by Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag,
Piyush Singla, and secre-
tary Tribal Affairs, Shahid
Choudhary early in the
morning. Wearing their

faith on their sleeves, the
pilgrims men, including
sadhus, women, old, young
and children freshened by
an early morning cool

breeze of the famous
tourist resort, assembled at
the gates of the base camp
after reaching here on
Wednesday.

As the first light of the
day broke out, their chants
filled the air with fervour
something which they
hope to carry along the pil-
grimage, to the naturally
formed ice-lingam at the
cave shrine, which usually
takes three days on foot via
this route with night halts
at Sheeshnag and
Panchtarni.

The pilgrims expressed
happiness over the re-
sumption of the annual pil-
grimage this year after a
gap of almost three years.
In 2019, the Yatra was cur-
tailed days ahead of the ab-
rogation of Article 370. The
pilgrimage did not take
place in 2020 and 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Murmu, Sinha in fray for presidential
poll after scrutiny of papers

Monsoon brings season’s 1st
heavy rain spell in Delhi

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

The monsoon
reached Delhi on
Thursday yielding
the season's first
spell of heavy rain
which provided
respite from the op-
pressive heat and

covered the precipitation
deficit but brought vehicu-
lar traffic in the capital to a
screeching halt.

Most parts of the capital
reported moderate to heavy
rainfall. The Safdarjung ob-
servatory, Delhi's base sta-
tion, recorded 110 mm of
rainfall in just six hours
starting at 8:30 am, which is
also the maximum on a day
in June in at least 14 years.
The capital had gauged
235.5mm of rainfall on

June 18, 1936, which is an
all-time record. On an aver-
age, Delhi logs 65.5 mm of
rainfall in the month of
June. The weather station
at Lodhi Road gauged
102.2mm of precipitation
during this period. Ridge
got 62.4mm, Palam 31.4mm

and Ayanagar 48.3 mm of
rainfall. Rainfall recorded
below 15 mm is considered
light, between 15 and 64.5
mm is moderate, between
64.5 mm and 115.5 mm is
heavy, between 115.6 and
204.4 is very heavy.
Anything above 204.4 mm

is considered extremely
heavy rainfall. The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said the south-
west monsoon further ad-
vanced into Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmiri, some parts of
Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan on June 30.

"The northern limit of
monsoon now passes
through Deesa, Ratlam,
Tonk, Sikar, Rohtak,
Pathankot," it said. The
southwest monsoon usually
arrives in the national capi-
tal on June 27 and covers
the entire country by July 8.
The showers, however,
brought the familiar sight
of snaking lines of vehicles
stuck on waterlogged roads
for interminable minutes.
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‘I don’t need publicity’

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Ring Road during
monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Youth cool themselves in the water of Dal Lake on a hot and humid day, in Srinagar on Thursday.
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Pilgrims on the way to Amarnath cave shrine, near
Chandanwari base camp, at Pahalgam in Anantnag 
district, Thursday.
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Raipur,
Jun 30:
Indian
Adminis-
trative
Services
(IAS)
Officer

Dharmesh Kumar Sahu
on Thursday assumed of-
fice as Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Raipur
Development Authority
after the state govern-
ment had recently given
him additional responsi-
bility. He would continue
as Commissioner of
Chhattisgarh Housing

Board. After assuming of-
fice, the newly-posted
CEO Dharmesh Kumar
Sahu called on RDA
Chairman Subhash
Duppad. He also interact-
ed with the RDA officials
and held discussion over
the various development
and construction works
going on in the
Development Agency.
Sahu is a 2010 batch IAS
Officer and had previous-
ly worked as Narayanpur
District Collector,
Inspector General of
Registration and Stamps,
Director Land Records
and Director Government
Printing Department.

IT conducts raids at state govt 
official’s premises, businessmen

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30 (PTI):
The Income-Tax
Department on Thursday
conducted raids at multi-
ple locations in
Chhattisgarh, including
the premises of a state gov-
ernment officer and some
businessmen, an official
said. The searches are un-
derway since early this
morning in different dis-
tricts, including Durg,
Mahasamund and Korba,
he said.

The IT team assisted by
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) is at the resi-
dence of the Deputy

Secretary at the Chief
Minister's Office in Bhilai
town of Durg district.
However, the nature of ac-
tion being carried out by
the department is not yet
clear, a senior police offi-
cial said. Deputy
Secretary is a State
Administrative Service
(SAS) cadre officer.

The searches were also
underway at the premises
of some businessmen, in-
cluding a prominent one
who is close to senior
politicians. Further details
of the action are awaited.
In February 2020, the IT de-
partment had conducted
raids at several places in

the Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarh, including
Deputy Secretary’s house.
At the time, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had slammed the BJP-led

Union government and ac-
cused it of weakening the
federal structure and try-
ing to destabilise the
Congress government in
the state.

MMaahhaassaammuunndd:: The Income Tax sleuths also conducted raid at the
residence of Congress leader Suryakant Tiwari and his close associ-
ated in Mahasamund. It is learnt that the IT investigation is going at
five different places. Congress leader Suryakant Tiwari is related to
coal and real estate business and the IT team along with CRPF per-
sonnel first reached at his Anupam Nagar house in Raipur and the
road in front of his residence was blocked. Suryakant Tiwari is having
ancestral house in Mahasamund and there also the IT team raided. In
addition to this IT investigation is on at the residence of one of his
colleagues Ajay Naidu in Mahasamund. On the other hand, IT raid
was also going on at Rintu Singh's place, working as Transporter in
Korba and close to Suryakant Tiwari. The IT team comprised of offi-
cers from Indore, Jabalpur and Raipur.

Raid at residence of Cong leader Suryakant Tiwari

SHG members
cheated of Rs

2.62 lakh 
Raipur, Jun 30: A case of
fraud of Rs 2 lakh 62 thou-
sand 500 from the mem-
bers of self-help group
(SHG) under the pretext
of packaging of washing
powder has come to light
in the area falling under
jurisdiction of Rakhi po-
lice. The members of the
self-help group have filed
a report against the com-
pany director Ramsharan
Tandon.

Complainant Renuka
Sahu told the police that
Ujash washing powder is
manufactured by the
women's self help group
members of village
Bendri. The work of
packing washing powder
was given to Shrimad
Agro Processing
Boriyakala, the agency of
Ramsharan Tandon, in
the year-2020. The agency
director had deposited
the amount from SHG
members in different
bank accounts. However,
the director did not carry
out the work of packing
the washing powder till
date after taking the
amount.

Two arrested
for allegedly
stealing drug
from Godown

Raipur, Jun 30: Police
have arrested two persons
in connection with inci-
dent of theft at a drug
Godown. Police have ar-
rested security guards
Kushal Soni and Rakesh
Kumar Parmar posted in
Godown. The duo had
alegedly stolen two car-
toons of tablets and syrup.

The action has been
taken by Telibandha po-
lice on the complaint
lodged by one Ratandeep
Singh Bhatia. Ratandeep
told police that Kushal
Soni was posted as a secu-
rity guard on Tuesday at
drug godown in Shyam
Nagar. Complainant said
that when he came to
godown and opened it in
the morning he found two
cartoons of drugs missing.

The cartoons were con-
taining cold-cough tablets
and cough syrups. CCTV
footage shows Kushal Soni
along with Rakesh Kumar
stealing medicines. The
stolen medicines were re-
covered from them after
their arrest.

Baghel condemns
Udaipur incident

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30: Amid na-
tionwide outrage over
gruesome murder of a tai-
lor in Udaipur, the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel has con-
demned it and said that
those indulging in such in-
cidents of religious frenzy
should be punished severe-
ly. This kind of religious
frenzy cannot be tolerated,
he said while talking to the
reporters at Raipur Police
Ground helipad today.

The amount of condem-
nation of Udaipur incident
is less, he said. Suspecting
hands of foreign backed
outfit in the incident
Rajasthan Chief Minister
wrote a letter to the central
government and handed
over its investigation to
NIA, Baghel said and
added that culprit should

be punished severely. Two
men brutally killed a tailor
in Udaipur in broad day-
light on June 28 for alleged-
ly posting content in sup-
port of suspended
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Nupur
Sharma. Killers also made
a video of the incident.

About four hours after
the incident, the police ar-
rested both the killers. Now
both of them are in NIA
custody. The atmosphere
seems to be heating up
across the country regard-
ing this incident. In many
districts of Bastar division,
Hindu organizations have
called for a bandh. Many
organizations are also
preparing for demonstra-
tion in Raipur.

i Calls for severe 
punishment of
those involved in
religious frenzy 

Bhupesh Baghel

Sahu assumes
office as RDA CEO

Fatal attack on trivial issue, five arrested
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::  Police have arrested five persons namely Jamuna Prasad
Gupta alias Loknath Gupta, Atul Gupta, Vinay Gupta, Raju Gupta alias
Vijender Kumar Gupta and Pawan Rawat for attacking a person over trivial
matter. Dispute erupted over giving goods quickly in the grocery store. An of-
fense of attempt to murder has been registered against the five. Police said
that these five together had injured Shubham Jal, a resident of Tajnagar, on
June 22 by hitting him with sticks and bricks. Shubham is in the hospital now.

Dr Umesh Kumar Mishra
appointed Pvt

University Regulatory
Commission Chairman

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::  Governor and
Chancellor Universities
Anusuiya Uike on Thursday
appointed Dr Umesh Kumar
Mishra as new Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Private
University Regulatory
Commission. Providing the
above information a press
communique stated that
Amrit Kumar Khalko,
Secretary to Governor, has
issued the above appoint-
ment. As per the orders, the
tenure of Dr Umesh Kumar
Mishra would be for three
years or the maximum age of
70 years whichever is earlier.
Meanwhile, the Governor has
also constituted a three-
member panel to provide
recommendations for the ap-
pointment of Vice Chancellor
at Martyr Mahendra Karma
University Bastar Jagdalpur.
The panel comprising a
Chairman and two members
would submit the recom-
mendations to Governor
within six weeks from the
date of issuing of the notifi-
cations.

Multidisciplinary Research 
Scholars’ Conclave concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 30: This
three-day conclave organ-
ized at NIT Raipur came
to an end on Thursday. In
these technical sessions,
research papers from all
18 departments were pre-
sented and reviewed. A
total of 250 papers were
received then the experts
evaluated presentations
of each participant.

Dr. Shrish Verma, Dean
(Academics), was the
chief guest for the vale-
dictory session. Dr.
Awanish Kumar,
Assistant professor, Bio
Technology hosted and
summarized the event. He
applauded Dr. Suvira
Srivastav, Publishing
Director Journals,
Springer Nature who de-
livered a great presenta-
tion on the first day brief-
ing about the ways and

significance of being an
effective communicator.
He shared about the tech-
nical sessions that were
held at different locations
inside the campus during
the course of these three
day event. He expressed
his gratitude towards Dr
Sunil Kumar Satpathy,
Deputy Librarian,
National Institute of
Technology, Raipur for
enlightening scholars and
sharing about the enor-
mous benefits of e-re-
sources at NIT Raipur.

Dr. Prabhat Diwan en-
sured that the institute
would be in touch with
some publication houses
and the scholars would re-
ceive more opportunities
in future to publish their
research papers in SCI in-
dexed journals and ad-
vised them to improve the
quality of their papers to
get it published. He then

mentioned Dr. Shrish
Verma's contributions in
making NIT Raipur an
importance of national
institute and invited him
to enlighten students by
addressing the assembly.

Dr. Shrish Verma, rec-
ommended all the schol-
ars to define their re-
search plan and objec-

tives in such away so that
it can be implemented
and with no/less devia-
tion. He stressed that re-
searchers should not feel
disheartened on receiv-
ing criticism from their
supervisors or on receiv-
ing rejections from jour-
nals and instead consid-
ers it as a chance to make

improvements. He ad-
vised scholars to seek
guidance from the guid-
ance committee and their
supervisors.

The best presentation
from each Research
Group was presented
with "Best Research
Paper Award". Pallavi
Pradeep Khobragade of
Civil Engineering was the
winner from Group-1.
Sathish Kumar Adapa
from Mechanical
Engineering was the win-
ner from Group-2.
Neelam Agrawal from
Department of Computer
Application was the win-
ner from Group-3. Nitish
Kumar from Electronics
and Communication
Engineering was the win-
ner of Group-4. Pritish
Behera from Department
of Humanities and Social
Science was the winner 
of Group-5.

Residence of deputy secretary at the Chief Minister’s Office.
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Sriharikota (AP), Jun 30 (PTI): 

In its second successful
mission within a week, ISRO
launched three foreign satel-
lites in precise orbit from the
spaceport here on Thursday.

PSLV-C53 is the second
dedicated commercial mis-
sion of NewSpace India
Limited (NSIL), the commer-
cial arm of ISRO. It had on
June 23 launched GSAT-24 in
its first "demand-driven"
communication satellite
mission post space sector re-
forms, leasing the entire ca-
pacity on board to Direct-to-
Home (DTH) service
provider Tata Play.

On Thursday, the four-
stage, 44.4 metre tall PSLV-
C53 that blasted off from the
second launch pad of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre and

placed the three Singapore
satellites--DS-EO, NeuSAR
and SCOOB-1 in intended
orbit. ISRO Chairman S
Somanath confirmed that
the mission achieved its in-
tended objective, saying the
rocket placed the three cus-

tomer satellites "in the pre-
cise orbit of 570 km with a 10
degree inclination" and con-
gratulated NSIL for accom-
plishing "yet another major
mission this month itself,"
the earlier one being the
GSAT launch last week.

"With today's mission, all
these three satellites are
placed in the right orbit," he
said. Mission Director SR
Biju described the launch as
"wonderful."

Earlier, the launch vehicle
lifted off at 6.02 PM at the
end of the 25-hour count-
down. This is the 55th mis-
sion of PSLV, often de-
scribed as ISRO's trusted
workhorse and the 15th one
using the PSLV-Core Alone
variant. It also marks the
16th PSLV launch from the
second launch pad.

Dantewada, Jun 30: 

A Naxal carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on his
head was killed in an en-
counter with the police in
Dantewada district on
Thursday, an official said.

The skirmish took place
around 2.30 pm in a forest
near Nedanar village,
where a team of the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) was out on an anti-
Naxal operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P said.

The cadres belonging to
the Katekalyan Area
Committee of Maoists
were involved in the gun-
fight, he said.

After the face-off ended,
the body of a Naxal was re-
covered from the spot, the
IG said. Prima facie, the
deceased ultra has been

identified as Denga Deva
alias Mahangu, an area
committee member carry-
ing a reward of Rs 5 lakh
on his head, the official
said. The security person-
nel were reported to be
safe and a search opera-
tion was still underway in
the area, he added.

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Free train travels of sit-
ting and former Lok Sabha
members over the past five
years have cost the excheq-
uer Rs 62 crore, which in-
cluded nearly Rs 2.5 crore in
the pandemic-hit 2020-21, ac-
cording to information re-
vealed under the RTI Act.

While sitting MPs are enti-
tled to use the railways' first
class air-conditioned or exec-
utive class for free, their
spouses too can avail free
travel under certain condi-
tions. Former MPs are also
entitled to travel in any train
in AC-2 tier along with a
companion or in AC-1 if
alone. In the response to a

Right to Information query
filed by Madhya Pradesh-
based Chandra Shekhar
Gaur, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said it has re-
ceived a bill of Rs 35.21 crore
from the Railways for the
travel of sitting MPs and Rs
26.82 crore for former MPs
during 2017-2018 to 2021-22.

According to the response,
the MPs and ex-MPs also
used the Railway passes even
during the pandemic-hit
year of 2020-21 when their
bill was Rs 1.29 crore and Rs
1.18 crore, respectively.

The Railways' pay and ac-
counts department forwards
the bills to the LS Secretariat
for processing.

The Railways has recently
put on hold an array of con-
cessions it offered to certain
categories of passengers in-
cluding senior citizens.

Bengaluru, Jun 30 (PTI): 

The government is working to
provide high-speed internet to
every village, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday while urging the
world to make use of the
opportunities in the digital
and technology space and
invest in India. Calling the
present times as an era of
technology and underlining
the benefits of technology as
demonstrated during the time
of the pandemic, he said it is
important to invest even fur-
ther in technology and innova-
tion.
The Prime Minister was inau-
gurating the new 'smart' cam-
pus of Bosch India, a leading
supplier of technology and
services, here, via video mes-
sage. Modi said India is
among the fastest growing
major economies, and invest-
ments have picked up in the
last two years.

Shinde takes oath as Maha CM, Fadnavis dy CM
Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde was on Thursday sworn in as
Maharashtra chief minister, while BJP's Devendra Fadnavis took
oath as deputy chief minister. Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari
administered the oath of office to them at Raj Bhavan in south
Mumbai shortly after 7.30 pm. Shinde began by paying tributes to
late Shiv Sena leaders Bal Thackeray and Anand Dighe. His sup-
porters shouted slogans hailing Thackeray and Dighe as he fin-
ished taking the oath. Earlier on Thursday, BJP president J P
Nadda said Fadnavis would be part of the new Maharashtra cabi-
net led by Shinde, minutes after Fadnavis announced he will not be
in the government. Fadnavis had sprang a surprise when he an-
nounced that Shinde will be the next chief minister. His announce-
ment defied expectations that he would return to the post with the
support of the Shinde faction.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday congratulated
Eknath Shinde and Devendra Fadnavis on taking as
Maharashtra chief minister and deputy chief minister
respectively and expressed confidence that they will take
the state to greater heights. In tweets soon after they were
sworn in, Modi said, "I would like to congratulate Shri
Eknath Shinde on taking oath as Maharashtra CM. A grass-
roots level leader, he brings with him rich political, legisla-
tive and administrative experience. I am confident that he
will work towards taking Maharashtra to greater heights."
He added, "Congratulations to Devendra Fadnavis on tak-
ing oath as Maharashtra Deputy CM. He is an inspiration
for every BJP Karyakarta. His experience and expertise
will be an asset for the Government. I am certain he will
further strengthen Maharashtra's growth trajectory."

PM congratulates Shinde, Fadnavis

SHOCKING TRUTH

Former, sitting MPs’ train travel
bill Rs 62 cr in past 5 years

̈ Rs 2.5 cr in 
Covid-hit 20-21

'High-speed internet

to every village'

MAJOR SUCCESS

ISRO successfully launches PSLV-C53
with three Singapore satellites 

Naxal carrying Rs 5 lakh
bounty killed in encounter 

The skirmish took place
around 2.30 pm in a forest
near Nedanar village, where
a team of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) was
out on an anti-Naxal opera-
tion. The cadres belonging
to the Katekalyan Area
Committee of Maoists were
involved in the gunfight.
After the face-off ended,
the body of a Naxal was
recovered from the spot.

About the encounter
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Raipur, Jun 30: 

At the end of this (June)
month, the central govern-
ment will stop paying the
goods and services tax
(GST) compensation to the
states. Due to this, the
state government will suf-
fer a loss of about three to
five thousand crores every
year. Other manufactur-
ing states including

Chhattisgarh are demand-
ing to extend it for the
next five years. In this con-
cern State Commerce Tax
Minister TS Singhdeo has
written a letter to Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, registering
an objection to the closure
of GST compensation.
Singhdeo said that
Chhattisgarh is a mining
and manufacturing state.
There will be huge loss of
revenue due to non-con-
sumer state. Referring to
the loss in revenue of the
state since the year 2018
till now, Singhdeo said
that in this circumstance
it would become impossi-
ble to make  investment in
the social sector. It is no-
table that while imple-

menting GST in the coun-
try in 2017, the central
government had promised
to compensate the anufac-
turing states for five years
to meet the loss of revenue
due to it. It was expected
that the states would in-
crease their revenue in
these five years, but this
could not happen due to
other reasons including
Corona. Minister
Singhdeo proposed
changes in the provision
of Central GST and State
GST. He said that instead
of 50-50 formula of CGST
and SGST, SGST 80-70 and
CGST 20-30 per cent
should be changed.
Referring to the
Constitution and the fed-
eral structure, Singhdeo

said that the federal struc-
ture would become mean-
ingless without strong and
independent financial re-
sources for the state gov-
ernments. Minister
Singhdeo, in his letter, in-
formed the Union Finance
Minister how the states
are facing losses due to the
introduction of GST in
place of VAT. In the state,
VAT of Rs 1600 crore was
available from iron alone,
but only 350 crores is
being received in GST,
that is a loss of 1250
crores. In the difference
between VAT and GST, the
state is facing a loss of 600
crores from coal, 590
crores from paddy and 100
crores from tendu leaves,
he alleged.

Singhdeo expresses views on the
upcoming GST Council meeting

Writes letter to Union Finance Minister

Salhi (Surguja), Jun 30:
The double standards of
the social workers in
Chhattisgarh has once
again come forward. Well-
known social worker
Medha Patkar during his
visit to Chhattisgarh visit-
ed Surguja on Thursday,
but she refused to meet the
villagers who are strug-
gling to start the coal exca-
vation work in the mines
just to register the protest
against coal mining in the
region. While going from
Bilaspur to Surguja,
Patkar did not even found
it necessary to talk to
more than 2000 mine-sup-
portive villagers and de-
spite lot of efforts on part
of villagers she did not
stopped and reached
Hariharpur to extend sup-
port to some self-appoint-

ed environmentalist work-
ers and a dubious cam-
paign by a fake NGO run
by them. It is notable here
that the villagers who are
in support of the mining,
who are standing with the
decision of the state and
central government in this
favourable decision and
had already given their
land for this work. Due to
the compensation in lieu
of the land, these villagers
are in dilemma, as the coal
mining is the only source
of their employment at

present. The villagers said
that along with compensa-
tion, they were supposed
to get employment as well
and with project running
smoothly, they would have
got facility of good school,
health, road and others.
But now they instead of
going on path of progress
are heading towards dark
future, the villagers an-
noyed with Patkar in-
formed.

The villagers had even
prepared a memorandum
to be given to Patkar and

inn which they have men-
tioned all things in detail
and some of the villagers
later shared this memo on
social media with few jour-
nalists and are hopeful
that that Medha Patkar
would now meet them and
leaving aside the cam-
paign by the fake NGO,
would come to support
them.

In the memorandum
they mentioned that on
closure of this project,
they would be rendered
unemployed and informed
that the campaign being
launched to protest
against coal mining in the
region is sponsored and
expensive, due to which
their voice is being sup-
pressed and despite lots of
efforts on our part, there is
no one to hear to our griev-
ances. The villagers urged
to continue the ongoing
mining of coal for
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited.

Raipur, Jun 30: 

Central Bank of India,
Bemetara branch shifted
to new premises opposite
to Pikri Talab, Kawardha

Road. The new premises
was inaugurated by
Mahendra Singh, Regional
Head along with branch
manager and large num-
ber of valued customers.

Central Bank, Bemetra branch
shifted to new premises

Mining supporters annoyed over double standards

RRaaiippuurr:: Annoyed over the
double standards of social
worker Medha Patkar, the
mining supporters of Parsa
coal mine expressed their
resentment against her and
charged that Patkar who is
residing in Chhattisgarh for
last 3 days, could not even
find time to meet those sup-
port coal mining and had
given contradictory state-
ment that none from the coal
mining supporters have come
to meet her.

Protesting against this
particular statement by
Patkar, villagers of Surguja
district opined that she must
listen to voice of all the par-
ties involved and should try
to understand as to how
those protesting are trying to
stop the progress and devel-
opment in the region. 

It is notable here that
addressing a press confer-
ence here in Raipur, Patkar
has openly refused that none
of the mining-supporters
from the village came to
meet her or submit memo-
randum. She also said that
the villagers fear that the
opposition party may attack
them as well.

The villagers supporting
the mining in Parsa coal
block, second phase said that
there were more than 2000
villagers who waited for her
for about 3-4 hours, but she
refused to meet them and by
which they were badly hurt.
But today on statement by
Patkar they were all taken
aback that none came to
meet , informs Sunindra Uike
informed Patkar during her
press conference.

Villagers taken aback 
on Medha’s statement

 Of social-worker Medha

Patkar and campaign

by the fake NGO

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  3300::    

State Urban Administration,
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
has said that there is no short-
age of resources with the
urban bodies to provide basic
facilities to the citizens.
Adequate funds have been
allocated to all the urban bod-
ies of the state. He has direct-
ed the departmental officers
to work with readiness, alert-
ness and sensitivity for getting
drinking water, sanitation,
health, housing, roads and
other works. The Urban
Administration Minister, under
a two-day program to review
the functioning of urban bod-
ies, conducted a thorough
review of the works of the
urban bodies of Raipur, Durg
and Surguja divisions at Circuit
House, Raipur, here on
Wednesday. Earlier on June 28,
all the municipal corporations
of the state, under Bastar and
Bilaspur divisions, reviewed

the works of Nagar Palika
Parishad and Nagar
Panchayat. Secretary, Urban
Administration and
Development Department,
Mrs. Alarmel Mangai D. was
present in this two-day meet-
ing. The Urban Administration
Minister has given instructions
to conduct regular testing of
mobile medical units of
Mukhyamantri Slum Health
Scheme and to make availabil-
ity of medicines and health
testing equipment continuous-
ly. He said that so far more
than 23 lakh patients have

been treated in the state under
the Slum Health Scheme.
Mobile Medical Unit has
become the need of the people
of the slums, to provide health
check-up and treatment to the
needy people with sensitivity
and free medicines.

In the review meeting, the
works of ‘Pauni Pasari’,
Swachh Bharat Mission, Amrit
Mission, Prime Minister’s
Housing, building reservation
and cleaning of drains  of cities
were thoroughly reviewed. The
Urban Administration Minister
has instructed the officers to

continuously monitor door to
door garbage collection in all
the cities. In the meeting,
instructions have been given
to maintain adequate availabil-
ity of medicines to make avail-
able affordable medicines to
the people in Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store. During
the review, measures to
increase the revenue income
of urban bodies, the status of
revenue collection and shop
allocation were reviewed.
Similarly, during the rainy sea-
son, instructions were given to
the officers to clean the drain,

mark the waterlogged areas
and make necessary arrange-
ments. In the meeting,
detailed information about
rain water harvesting, tanker
free drinking water supply,
Krishna Kunj site selection and
land availability was taken.
Similarly, according to the
announcement of the 14th and
15th Finance Commission and
the Chief Minister, the action
taken on the proposal of the
Municipality President and
Corporator Fund was
reviewed.  The officers were
instructed to make timely pay-
ment of salaries to the officers
and employees of the urban
body. Director of Urban
Administration and
Development Department Dr.
Priyanka Shukla, CEO of State
Cooperative Development
Authority Mr. Saumil Ranjan
Choubey, senior officers of
Urban Administration
Department and officers in-
charge of urban bodies were
present in the meeting.

No shortage of funds for civic amenities: Dr. Dahria

Raipur, Jun 30:  

Brahmalin saint
Pujyapad Sai Sukhramdas
Sahib, the founder of the
Sai Vasanshah Darbar es-
tablished in Jeripatka, a
Sindhi dominated area of
??Nagpur, was a perfect
saint who had become
very close to God during
his lifetime. His 31st three-
day annual Varsi (death
anniversary) festival has
been organized in Nagpur
from this 1 to 3 July. A
large number of people of
Sindhi community from
different provinces of the
country fulfill their wishes
by attending their Varsi
Mahotsav held in Nagpur
every year. Apart from
having a large number of

followers in Raipur, his
elder sister, who is the
mother of Sai Jalkumar
Masand Sahib, the current
Chairperson of the local
Masand Sevashram, used
to visit Raipur frequently.
He used to meet his elder
sister whenever he came
to Raipur and on that occa-
sion used to share his ex-
periences of welfare of the
country, religion and

world with Sai Masand
Sahib. He always had a
special attachment to Sai
Masand Sahib. Sai
Masand Sahib has also
been considering him as
his ideal since the begin-
ning.

Sai Masand Sahib will
go to Nagpur on July 1 to
attend the Versi Mahotsav
of Revered Sai
Sukhramdas Sahib and
will return to Raipur by
Shivnath July 5. In
Nagpur, he will also have a
detailed discussion with
the saints and social lead-
ers of Nagpur and other
cities attending the Versi
Festival on his campaign
to make India the
Vishwaguru by establish-
ing the rule of religion
based on the Sanatan
Vedic principles which
have been applicable in
every era.

Sai Masand will attend the 31st
Sai Sukhramdas Varsi Mahotsav 
 To be held in

Nagpur from July 1

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

The enforcement squad
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation razed en-
croachments from the
government land in
Baikunthdham area.
Some unknown person
was trying to capture
about 500 square feet of
land located near the
water tank and
Baikunthdham temple.
The unknown encroacher
had installed barbed wire
fencing and was also con-
structing a stage on this

land. As soon as the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation officials re-
ceived the tip off, they
reached the spot and de-
molished the fencing
with the help of a JCB ex-
cavator. This plot of land
belongs to the Mother
Teresa Nagar Housing
Scheme. The encroachers
were making efforts to
make illegal construction
and capturing the land il-
legally. Hundreds of
acres of land is vacant
around this spot. This
land is the property of

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
constantly monitors this
land to keep it safe. The
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation has been
taking action from time
to time to save the plots
from the land mafia. On
the instructions of
A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Balkrishna
Naidu and Malkhan
Singh Sori were present
on the spot. The action
was carried out through

a JCB and a dumper. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve has given instruc-
tions to the officers to
take action against illegal
plotting, illegal encroach-
ment and illegal occupa-
tion and illegal construc-
tion. Action is being
taken in this direction.
On the other hand, a
mega campaign of clean-
ing the drain by remov-
ing encroachment is also
going on.

BMC razes encroachment from government land

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

The Mayor-in-Council of
Bhilai-Charoda Municipal
Corporation approved sev-
eral development projects
on Thursday. Mayor
Nirmal Kosre chaired the
meeting in the presence of
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore.

In this meeting, all the
matters placed for discus-
sion were approved unani-
mously. They approved
the proposals for develop-
ment of vehicle branch of
the civic body,
Construction of boundary
wall near over head water
tanks, Construction of ap-
proach road near Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar com-
munity building,
Construction of boundary
wall at Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar community
building, widening of ac-

cess road from Sirsa
under-bridge to
Devbaloda, grant of lease
under Rajiv Gandhi
Aashray Yojna in Sector-
04 Ghasidas Nagar of
Bhilai-03 (for the affected
families of Kundra Para),
utilising the amount left
from the drain construc-
tion at Mansarovar
Colony ward number-17
for construction of drains
in Dream City Colony in
Ward 7. Mayor-in-council

members Mohan Sahu,
Venkata Ramana, M
Johny, Ishwar Sahu,
Manoj Kumar, Deepti
Verma, Santoshi Nishad
and Devkumari Bhalavi
were present.

BCMC Executive
Engineer Sunil Jain,
Assistant Accounts
Officer Rajkumar
Devangan, Assistant
Health Officer Ashwani
Chandrakar were present
in the meeting.

MiC approves several 
development projects

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

415 Executives of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant from dif-
ferent departments were
promoted and elevated to
senior grades on June 30,
2022. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) handed
over promotion orders to
Executives elevated as
General Managers at a
function organised in
Ispatbhavan on June 30,
2022. KK Singh, ED I/c (P
& A), Dr SK Issar, ED (M &
HS), AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Dr AK Panda, ED

(Finance), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), NK Banchhor,
President, Officers
Association and SEFI
Chairman and Senior offi-
cers were present on the
occasion.

Executive Directors of
different areas distributed
promotion orders in their
respective zones earlier
during the day. 17
Executives have been pro-
moted from E1 to E2 grade,
26 from E2 to E3 grade, 173
from E3 to E4 grade, 129
from E4 to E5 grade, 26

from E5 to E6 grade and 46
executives have been pro-
moted from E6 to E7 grade.
RC Behra, Acting CGM
(Mines IOC) distributed
promotion orders in
Mines.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) congrat-
ulated the newly promoted
Executives and stated that
they have worked for this
well-deserved promotion.
Your responsibilities will
increase manifold. I urge
you to contribute more for
the company and our
Plant in the future, he
said.

415 Executives of SAIL-BSP elevated

Bhilai, Jun 30: 

On Thursday, Indraj
Singh took charge as
Inspector General of BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai. He joined BSF as
an officer in 1986. During
his long service of 36
years, he worked against
terrorists in Punjab, ex-
tremists in the North
East and faught terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir
also. He has also served in
National Security Guard,
India – Bangladesh
Border, India – Pakistan
Border as well as BSF
Headquarters. He opined
that BSF must win the
trust of the locals for de-
livering its duties effec-
tively. He added that BSF
has challenges in all the
areas of its deployment.

BSF has accepted all the
challenges and has
proved its mettle at every
front. For this reason
only, BSF has been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of the country’s in-
ternal security at many
places.

Indraj Singh takes
charge as IG - BSF

Frontier Headquarters



Applications invited 
for admission

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 30:
Under the Chhattisgarh
Government Social
Welfare Department, a
government sight and
hearing impaired
school is operating in
Adawal Jagdalpur. In
this school, there is a
provision of free educa-
tion for the visually im-
paired class from class-
01 to 10th class and for
the disabled class from
class-01 to 08th class.

Admission process is
going on in the school
for visually and hear-
ing impaired boys and

girls. Free education,
training, food and resi-
dential facility to boys
and girls with visual
and hearing impaired
disabilities residing at a
distance of more than
08 kilometers from the
headquarters in the
school, text books,
speech therapy training
and daily students com-
ing to school from their
homes. Free bus facility
is available.

For admission in the
institution, with more
than 40 percent disabili-
ty certificate, Aadhar
card, UDID card, pass-
port size photo, income

proof, caste certificate,
residence proof, bank
account information
etc. along with the nec-
essary forms can be
present in the office.

For the purpose of
the institution and ad-
mission rules and other
information, you can
contact the superinten-
dent of the institution
on telephone number
9691624119 during office
hours. Apart from this,
the superintendent of
government eyesight
and hearing can also be
contacted at Adawal,
near the regional trans-
port office.

School building comes up
in sensitive area Gompad

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 30: Sukma dis-
trict always remains in the
headlines for Naxalite inci-
dents. Major incidents
have also taken place in
these areas like Tadmetla,
Burkapal, Gompad of
Konta block, infamous all
over the country. At one
time it used to be that small
children in these areas
used to get training to work
with the Naxalites ie Bal
Sangham members.
Children were deprived of
education as well as wan-
dering away from the
mainstream and wander-
ing in the forests. Today
one will be surprised to see

the picture of Gopmad,
Nulkatong, Singaram in
different areas of Lalgarh.
One such Naxal-affected
village is Gompad in
Mehta, gram panchayat of
Konta block, where the
school building has been
constructed after years.
Now 25 children are getting
education daily. For the
past several years, a
scheme is being run by the
Sukma district administra-
tion, ie Shikshadoots, that
is, jobs to the educated
youth of the village. It
started by building a hut in
the village where the
Naxalites broke the school
building and for the last 6
years, through the eu-
nuchs, kept the children
connected to education
even today. Today the ef-
forts of the district admin-
istration are being success-

ful till there, the education-
ists are reaching the school
daily after crossing 25 to 30
kilometers of dense forest,
hills, drains and many
challenges. The changing
picture in Sukma district
is appreciating the district
administration as well as
improving the future of
children who used to hold
guns instead of pencil pens
under the pressure of
Naxalites. This duty of the
teachers is now slowly
moving towards making
the future of the children
bright. Regarding such ed-
ucation, the villagers say
that earlier the children
were deprived of educa-
tion, today, after years, the
lamp of education is burn-
ing in the area due to the
appointment of a school
building and a teacher in
an area like Gompad.

Central Chronicle News

Kirandul, Jun 30:
Women constantly take
care of their family, but
often neglect their own
health, which raises con-
cerns about serious health
problems.

Arcelor Mittal Nippon
Steel(AMNS) initiated a
CSR camp in collaboration
with Palannar Anganwadi
workers to educate 360
women and teenagers
about menstrual hygiene
and health maintenance
and even distributed sani-
tary napkins during the
camp.

Since schools have re-
opened, AMNS has distrib-
uted school bags, note-
books, bottles, and sta-
tionery to the children at
the Community Hall of
Dantewada, Kirandul.

The company also takes

care of their physical
health by distributing
sports kits like cricket kits
to 85 children in the vil-
lages of Panchayat
Kucharas and Periya vil-
lage of Maroki.

The local Sarpanch also
appreciated the work
being done by AMNS.
AMNS is a company that
is always mindful of its so-
cial responsibilities and is

constantly engaged in nu-
merous projects that bene-
fit the local community.

Construction of a
boundary wall is proceed-
ing as normal at Sukma
Krishi Vigyan Kendra.
The AMNS conducted a
poll on the advantages of
several government pro-
grams that will aid the
local population, particu-
larly the disabled. The

business assisted them in
obtaining DDRC Sukma
and a residential school
within Konta Block.

In tribal areas, it is very
hard to get pure and safe
drinking water, which is
why AMNS distributed
water purifiers in the
school for the students'
health. Similarly, On
International Yoga Day in
Dantewadha, Palnar

Higher Secondary School,
73 students and teachers
participated in yoga ses-
sion and get awared on the
benefits of meditation and
yoga by Yoga Guru
Toleshwar Nishad.

The organization
trained local farmers in
Phulpad-Domarpara in
the establishment of nurs-
eries and seed sowing, the
sowing of bitter gourd
seeds, and gourds in gener-
al. They were also in-
formed about the cultiva-
tion of cowpea. According
to AMNS Administration,
the business consistently
engages in such public
awareness and interest
initiatives. Through a few
programs under CSR,
AMNS is benefiting the
local villages while keep-
ing in mind the needs of
the children, young peo-
ple, women, and elderly.

PCC wants youth engaged in
collecting cow dung: Kashyap

Jagdalpur, Jun 30: BJP
state spokesperson and
former minister Kedar
Kashyap said that
Congress state president
Mohan Markam wants to
stop the educated youth of
the state from serving the
country and put them in
the work of collecting cow
dung. If they want, they
can continue to associate
youth with collection of

cow-dung in order to
please their Chief
Minister who has prom-
ised employment and un-
employment allowance to
the younger generation,
but they have no right to
give suggestions that ruin
the future of the youth.

He said that the
Congress government is
unable to provide employ-
ment to the youth, while
appealing the youth to
boycott the Agneepath
scheme, they are de-moti-
vating them not to apply to
become Agniveer.

By making such an ab-
surd appeal, Congress
state Chief Mohan
Markam is insulting the
country's army. He said
that senior Congress of-
fice-bearers are not deter-
ring from staging drama
in front of ED's office in
Delhi in support of cor-
ruption.

Various competitions mark Int’nl Anti-Drug Day
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 30: On
June 26, on International
Anti-Drug Day, various
events were organized in
the city by the district po-
lice administration to bring
public awareness including
huge bike and cycle rally.

The program started
with the singing of the
state song and after that,
the chief guest of the pro-
gram, MLA Bhuneshwar
Baghel administered the
oath to the people present
about drug de-addiction.

For the success of the
program, extensive prepa-
rations were made by the
station in-charge Surendra
Swarnkar under the guid-
ance of senior police offi-
cers. This rally started
from High School Ground
situated in the middle of

the city at 4:30 pm, went via
Golbazar to Railway
Chowk and Railway Chowk
to Jai Stambh Chowk and
ended from Gol Bazar back
to High School Ground.

The main objective of
the rally is to bring public
awareness among the peo-

ple against Narcotics,
Drugs, and Illegal. Students
from various schools repre-
sentatives of all the reli-
gious, social committees of
the city as well as the digni-
taries of the city participat-
ed enthusiastically.

Public representatives

including MLA of
Dongargarh and
Superintendent of Police
of Rajnandgaon,
Dongargarh sub-divisional
officers, Dongargarh po-
lice staff in large numbers
including police of the dis-
trict took part.

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jun 30: The
Minister for Industry and
Commerce Kawasi
Lakhma convened a meet-
ing with officials at Circuit
House in Sukma on
Tuesday. In this short meet-
ing, he directed the officers
present to ensure availabil-
ity of seeds, fertilizers and
its storage and distribu-
tion. He also reviewed
about the disaster manage-
ment during monsoon sea-
son. Meeting was attended
by Collector Vineet

Nandanvar, CEO District
Panchayat DN Kashyap,
DFO JS Ramchand, SDM
Sukma Preeti Durgam,
Tehsildar Sukma Pyarelal
Nag and other departmen-
tal officers.

In the meeting, Lakhma
while reviewing about the
monsoon this year there
has been less rainfall in the
district compared to last
year and there are possibil-

ities of rainfall in coming
days. In view of excess
rainfall, the district admin-
istration should well pre-
pared to handle any natu-
ral calamity or disaster. He
said that many a remote
areas get cut-off due to
flood and other reasons
from the main roads and
therefore sufficient storage
of ration be ensured in
such villages. On this the

Food officer informed that
cent percent ration has
been stored in remote
areas.

While reviewing about
the agriculture works,
Minister took information
about storage and distribu-
tion of seeds and fertilizers
in the district and asked
the officers to raise de-
mand of seeds and fetiliz-
ers as per demand, so that
it can be easily supplied to
farmers later. Along with
this he also directed the
health department to en-
sure sufficient storage of
medicines for water-borne
diseases like Malaria,
Dengue, Diarrohea, so that
in case of any emergency
situation it can be immedi-
ately accessed.

Kameshwar appointed 
chairman of Agricultural

Produce Market Committee

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 30: The state
government has made
fresh appointments on the
posts of the chairman,
vice-president and mem-
bers of the Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur, which
was lying vacant for years,
and the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has issued an
order to this effect.

Under the new order,
Kameshwar Gautam will
be the president and Nakul
Thakur as the vice-presi-
dent for the Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur. On
the other hand, Mrs Ratna
Sodi, Mahesh Belsaria,
Mandhar Nag, Nand
kishore Gandharla and

Laxminarayan Isroj have
been appointed as mem-
bers of Agricultural
Produce Market
Committee, Bijapur. Prior
to this, Pratap Singh Kusre
was looking after the work
of Deputy Director
Agriculture, Bijapur
Mandi. Now in his place
the newly appointed chair-
man, deputy chairman
and members will work as
the committee in charge
from the date of taking
charge.

Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar Area
Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi, District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam and
District Congress
Committee President Lalu
Rathore congratulated the
newly Elected Chairman,
Vice chairman and mem-
bers of Market Committee
of Agriculture Produce
Market Committee,
Bijapur.

p Now 25 children
receive education
daily

p Nakul Thakur 
is vice-chairman
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Kameshwar Gautam Nakul Thakur

Sowing work in farms getting delayed

Central Chronicle News

Churrikala, Jun 30: The
farmers of the region are
made to wander the office
of Adivasi Sewa Sahakari
Samiti (ASSS) in
Churrikala for chemical
fertilizer and since the
quantity is insufficient it
is causing delay in taking
up the next crop for farm-
ers and having an adverse
effect on crop production.

The farmers of Nagar
Panchayat Churrikala
under Katghora block are
busy in taking up 'Khariff'
crop. But failing to get fer-
tilizer on time, it is caus-
ing inordinate delay.

At one place where the
administration and gov-
ernment has given in-
structions to ensure sup-
ply of seeds and fertilizers
to the farmers at reason-

able rates, on the other de-
spite many rounds to the
Samiti's office, they are re-
turning empty hand.

There are farmers from
about 40 villages coming
under Churrikala Samiti
who are dependent upon
ASSS Churrikala for seeds
and fertilizer. But it is leav-
ing the farming work, they
are made to wander the of-
fice of Samiti for seeds
and fertilizer.

The farmers informed
that they have to cover 10-
20 kms to purchase fertiliz-
er and on reaching Samiti
office they find long queue
and by the time their num-
ber comes, the stock exist-
ing gets exhausted and
they all had to return
empty handed.

This has led to great
deal of resentment among
the farmers.

On the other hand, the

farmers reaching Samiti
to take seeds and fertiliz-
ers say that on taking cer-
tified seeds from the
Samiti and its sowing,
they are not getting germi-
nation of sapling from the
seeds and due to which
they had to purchase seeds

twice and this is causing
huge economic burden to
them.

With no chemical fertil-
izer available in the
Society, the farmers are
forced to purchase the
same at higher rates from
the open market.

As farmers not getting seeds, fertilizer from society

What farmers say
"The farmers reaching society to purchase fertilizer

are of the opinion that for last four days they have to
leave all the farming work and wandering to Society's
office for seeds and fertilizer. But with bare minimum
stock, they are asked to return and failing to get the
same on time may delay sowing and other agriculture
work this season." Babulal Kanwar- Farmer. "There is
no fertilizer available in the society and it has increase
frowns on their forehead. Similarly the certified seeds
being supplied from Society too are not getting germi-
nated and due to which they are forced to purchase the
same from open market at higher prices and on this
neither the administration, nor the government de-
partment are acting seriously."

Tampal Singh- Farmer

Ensure farmers do not face shortage
of seeds, fertilizers: Lakhma

p Holds review 
meeting with 
officers in Sukma

KedarKashyap

‘Women’s health is our priority’ 
AMNS distributes school bags and sports kids to tribal students

In the school for visually and hearing impaired

MONSOON RAINS

Fire and rescue services personnel try to remove a tree that fell on the Kazhakootam bypass during monsoon rains,
in Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday, June 30.

BOAT OWNERS PROTEST

Boat owners block the Kochi estuary in protest against various Kerala government decisions, in Kochi, Thursday, June 30.
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BRIEF

5 workers
charred to death 

Amaravati: Five farm
workers were charred
to death and two oth-
ers injured when a
high-tension power
supply cable snapped
and fell on the au-
torickshaw they were
travelling in, resulting
in a major fire, in
Satya Sai district of
Andhra Pradesh on
Thursday morning.
The victims were said
to be related to each
other. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Dharmavaram,
Ramakanth said over
phone that five other
persons, including the
auto driver, jumped
out to safety 
after the fire.

Monsoon showers 
New Delhi:The first
monsoon showers
drenched Delhi on
Thursday morning,
providing respite
from the oppressive
heat. However, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) is
yet to declare the ar-
rival of the monsoon
in the capital. “An offi-
cial statement will be
made after reviewing
the rainfall data in the
region,” a senior IMD
official said. The MeT
office had earlier said
the monsoon would
reach the capital on
Thursday or Friday.

Anthrax 
Thiruvananthapuram:
Several wild boars
have died in Kerala’s
Athirappilly forest re-
gion in the last few
days due to an anthrax
outbreak, the state gov-
ernment said on
Wednesday. Health
Minister Veena George
said the presence of
anthrax has been con-
firmed in wild boars in
the Athirappilly forest
area. “Wild boars have
died en masse in the
Athirappilly forest
area. Subsequently, the
Health Department,
the Animal Husbandry
Department and the
Forest Department
conducted an 
investigation.

3 held 
New Delhi: Three
men were arrested for
allegedly duping a
Delhi-based man of
over Rs 4 lakh on the
pretext of selling a
car by putting up an
advertisement on the
social media, police
said on Wednesday.
The accused have
been identified as
Akshay, Shivam and
Anand Sharma, all
residents of Haryana,
they added. On June
9, a complaint was re-
ceived in which the
complainant said he
was duped of Rs 4.62
lakh by three men on
the pretext of selling
a car, police said. The
complainant came
across an advertise-
ment on social media
regarding the sale of
a Toyota Fortuner car
at a low price of Rs
8.25 lakh.

Woman killed
Dehradun: A
woman from
Maharashtra was
killed and five others
sustained injuries
when the vehicle in
which they were trav-
elling was hit by a
landslide on
Kedarnath road on
Wednesday, an offi-
cial said. The inci-
dent occurred near
Sonprayag on the
Rudraprayag-
Gaurikund National
Highway around 3
pm, Rudraprayag
District Disaster
Management Officer
Nandan Singh
Rajwar said.

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday assured the
MSME sector that the cen-
tre is ready to make neces-
sary policy changes to en-
courage small entrepre-
neurs as they are playing a
key role in the
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’
(self-reliant) initiative of
the government.

Addressing the ‘Udyami
Bharat’ programme, the
Prime Minister exhorted
small entrepreneurs to
register themselves on the
GEM portal for supplying
goods to the government.

“MSME is essential for
AatmaNirbhar Bharat...
The MSME sector has
played a monumental role
in shaping the
AatmaNirbhar Bharat in
the past 8 years,” Modi
said, adding he would like
to see one crore new regis-

trations on the GeM portal
in the next week.

The government has in-
creased the budget by
more than 650 per cent in
the last eight years to
strengthen the Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sec-
tor, Modi said.

Modi said: “if any in-
dustry wants to grow, ex-
pand, then the govern-
ment is not only support-
ing it, but is also making
necessary changes in the
policies.” He also in-

formed that turnover of
Khadi and Village
Industries has crossed Rs 1
lakh crore for the first
time and Khadi sales have
increased four times in the
last eight years.

Earlier, Modi launched
Rs 6,000 crore ‘Raising and
Accelerating MSME
Performance’ (RAMP)
scheme and also launched
the Capacity Building of
First-Time MSME
Exporters (CBFTE)
scheme to encourage ex-
ports of products and
services.

The Prime Minister also
launched new features of
the ‘Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme’ (PMEGP).
These include an increase
in the maximum project
cost to Rs 50 lakh (from Rs
25 lakh) for the manufac-
turing sector and Rs 20
lakh (from Rs 10 lakh) in
the service sector.

Govt making necessary policy changes
to encourage MSME sector: PM Modi

Manipur, Jun 30:

A massive landslide
triggered by incessant
rains has caused damage
to Tupul station building
of ongoing Jiribam —
Imphal’s new line project.
Landslide also stuck the
track formation, camps of
construction workers.
Rescue operations in
progress. 19 people al-
ready rescued and are

being treated at Noney
Army Medical unit.
Evacuation of critically
injured in progress. Bad
weather and fresh land-
slides affecting rescue op-
erations.

Seven bodies have been
recovered so far. Rescued
people being shifted to
hospital. Around 45 per-
sons are still missing, says
Solomon L Fimate, SDO of
Noney district.

7 dead, 45 missing 
in Manipur landslide

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

Improving road safety
measures could save near-
ly 30,000 lives in India
every year, says a study
published in The Lancet
journal that underlines
proven interventions tar-
geting four key risk fac-
tors - speeding, drunk
driving, lack of helmet,
and seatbelt use.

The researchers found
that interventions to
check speeding could save
20,554 lives while promo-
tion of crash helmets
could save 5,683 lives in
India. Encouraging the
use of seatbelts can also
save 3,204 lives in the coun-
try. The estimate for drunk
driving was not available
for India. This is the first
study that gives country-
specific estimates of the
effect of addressing the

four main road safety risk
factors through interven-
tions for 185 countries.

Globally, road traffic
crashes kill more than 13.5
lakh people each year,
with over 90 per cent of
those fatalities occurring
in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs), the re-
searchers said.

The Lancet Series on
road safety calls for in-
creased political and fi-
nancial commitments and
for road safety to be in-
cluded in mainstream de-
velopment policies.

The series argues that it
is essential to achieving
the UN Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), including the tar-
get to halve road traffic
crash fatalities and in-
juries by 2030. “Most road
traffic deaths are prevent-
able, but sadly the number

of fatalities continues to
rise in low-income coun-
tries while progress in
high-income countries has
slowed over the past
decade,” said series coor-
dinator Professor Adnan
Hyder from The George
Washington University,
US. “With the second
United Nations Decade of
Action for Road Safety
(2021-2030) underway, our
work for this series clearly
shows that proven road
safety measures can save
lives in all countries, rich
and poor alike,” Hyder
said. Globally, the analysis
of 74 studies in 185 coun-
tries suggests that routine-
ly wearing helmets and
seat-belts, obeying speed
limits and avoiding drunk-
driving could save be-
tween 347,000 (3.47 lakh)
and 540,000 (5.4 lakh) lives
worldwide every year.

Improving road safety measures could save nearly
30,000 lives in India annually: Lancet study

Mumbai, Jun 30:

Bollywood actor
Kangana Ranaut, on
Thursday, via social media
shared her reaction to
Uddhav Thackeray’s re-
cent resignation from the
post of Maharashtra Chief
Minister. The ‘Queen’
actor took to her
Instagram handle and

shared a minute-long
video along with the cap-
tion, “When evil takes
over, destruction is immi-
nent. After that, there is
creation. The lotus of life
blooms.”

In the video, she dis-
cussed the re-birth of
democracy and stated that
the current time is the
most pivotal in the history
of Indian democracy since
1975. Kangana further re-
ferred to her two-year-old
statement regarding
Uddhav Thackeray-led
state government.

In Hindi, the actor said,
“In 2020, I had said that
democracy is a belief sys-
tem. And those who de-
stroy this belief system be-
cause of greed for power
are doomed. Their arro-
gance will be demolished.
This shows a person’s
character.”

Kangana celebrates
Uddhav’s ‘demolition’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval on
Thursday called for seam-
less coordination among
various agencies involved
in the country’s maritime
security apparatus.

In an address at the first
meeting of the
MultiAgency Maritime
Security Group
(MAMSG), Doval said the
agencies and stakeholders
in the maritime sphere
must coordinate in sync
with India’s overall ap-
proach of growth and de-
velopment.

In view of geopolitical
developments, seas have
become much more im-
portant, he said.

The meeting was
chaired by the National
Maritime Security
Coordinator Vice Admiral
(retd) G Ashok Kumar.

Kumar assumed charge as
the country’s first
National Maritime
Security Coordinator on
February 16 this year.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials from
key central government
ministries, agencies and
security forces dealing
with maritime affairs.

Maritime security coor-
dinators from 13 coastal
states and Union
Territories also attended
it. In a major decision to
reform coordination of

maritime security affairs
at the apex level, the
Union Cabinet in
November last approved
creation of the post of
NMSC, under the NSA, at
the National Security
Council Secretariat.

This initiative was in-
tended to ensure a seam-
less approach to India’s
maritime security cutting
across geographical and
functional domains.

At the inaugural meet-
ing, a number of crucial
policy issues on maritime
security were taken up, in-
cluding mapping of exist-
ing orders and policies on
maritime security to iden-
tify gaps, review of stan-
dard operating procedures
for maritime contingen-
cies, security of ports and
coastal infrastructure and
creation of a national
maritime database, offi-
cials said

Stakeholders in maritime
sphere must coordinate: Doval

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):

The newly inaugurated
Pragati Maidan tunnel re-
ported waterlogging dur-
ing the first monsoon
rains in the city on
Thursday morning.

Traffic moved at a slow
pace due to waterlogging
in the tunnel, which con-
nects India Gate with the

Ring Road. There was no
immediate reaction avail-
able from the Public
Works Department (PWD)
regarding reason of the
waterlogging inside the
tunnel.

Earlier this week, the
PWD officials have
claimed that they have
made elaborate arrange-
ments in the tunnel to

allay fears of waterlog-
ging. They had claimed au-
tomatic pumps along with
seven underground sumps
have been constructed in
the tunnel for swift dis-
charge of the water.

A new drainage network
of wider pipes with high
water discharge capacity
has been laid in and
around the tunnel to dis-
courage waterlogging,
they had stressed.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had on
June 19 inaugurated the
city’s first 1.3-km long tun-
nel and five underpasses
as part of Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit
Corridor Project that aims
to ease connectivity be-
tween central Delhi with
eastern part of the city
and satellite towns of
Noida and Ghaziabad.

Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI):

Not many would have
thought before the 2019
Maharashtra Assembly
elections that Uddhav
Thackeray, son of Shiv
Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray, could snap ties
with his party’s all-weath-
er ally BJP, and become
chief minister to head an
unlikely coalition with the
NCP and Congress.
Thackeray, considered a
soft-spoken man vis-a-vis
his aggressive father, took
oath as the 18th chief min-
ister under the tri-partite
alliance in November 2019,
the first in his family to
hold a public office. His fa-
ther, who founded the
party, had never assumed
any position in the govern-
ment, but wielded the ‘re-
mote control’ over the first
Sena-BJP government

during 1995-99. An ace pho-
tographer, the otherwise
affable, mild-mannered
politician, Uddhav had dis-
played combative traits of
his father in dealing with
the BJP on the demand for
rotational chief minister-
ship just after the 2019
Assembly poll results were
announced. He himself
said several times that al-
though he was not keen on
taking up the top post after
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) was formed, it was
NCP chief Sharad Pawar
who insisted him to take
on the mantle.

Uddhav Thackeray: Reluctant CM
whose tenure cut short by rebellion

Waterlogging in Pragati Maidan
tunnel belies PWD’s claims

Vehicles ply on a waterlogged road after heavy monsoon
rains, in Gurugram, Thursday, June 30.

Mumbai, Jun 30 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday termed as
“politically induced litiga-
tion” a PIL filed by seven
citizens seeking action
against dissident Shiv
Sena leader Eknath
Shinde and other rebel
MLAs of the party, and
said it would hear the plea
if the petitioners deposit
Rs one lakh as security.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik also dismissed an-
other public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) filed by social
worker Hemant Patil seek-
ing registration of an FIR
against Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray, his son
Aaditya Thackeray and
party leader Sanjay Raut
for “sedition and breach of
public peace”. Both the

pleas were filed earlier
this week. The petition
filed by the seven citizens
said Shinde and other
rebel MLAs had caused po-
litical turmoil and insti-
gated internal disorder.
The plea also sought a di-
rection to the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment to submit a detailed
plan of assurance detail-
ing the process of gover-
nance in absence of sever-
al of its ministers.

In his PIL, Patil sought
the court to restrain the
trio (the Thackerays and
Raut) from making any
further statements against
the rebel MLAs.

The high court, while
hearing Patil’s plea, said
there was recourse in law
for the petitioner to ap-
proach a magistrate’s
court with a private com-
plaint.

HC terms plea against rebel 
Sena MLAs as ‘politically induced’
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PROTESTS

Protestors participate in an anti-government demonstration outside the Galle International Cricket Stadium during
the second day play of the first cricket Test match between Sri Lanka and Australia in Galle on June 30.

Madrid, Jun 30 (AP):

NATO faced rebukes
from Moscow and Beijing
on Thursday after it de-
clared Russia a direct
threat and said China
posed serious challenges to
global stability.

The Western military al-
liance was wrapping up a
summit in Madrid, where it
issued a stark warning that
the world has been plunged
into a dangerous phase of
big-power competition and
myriad threats, from cyber-
attacks to climate change.
NATO leaders also formal-
ly invited Finland and
Sweden to join the alliance,
after overcoming opposi-
tion from Turkey. If the
Nordic nations’ accession
is approved by the 30 mem-
ber nations, it will give
NATO a new 800-mile (1,300
kilometer) border with
Russia. Russian President
Vladimir Putin warned he

would respond in kind if
the Nordic pair allowed
NATO troops and military
infrastructure onto their
territory. He said Russia
will have to create the same
threats for the territory
from which threats against
us are created. Estonian
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas
said Putin’s threats were

nothing new. Of course, we
have to expect some kind of
surprises from Putin, but I
doubt that he is attacking
Sweden or Finland directly,
she said as she arrived at
the summit’s conference
center venue. “We will see
cyberattacks definitely. We
will see hybrid attacks, in-
formation war is going on.

But not the conventional
war. China accused the al-
liance of maliciously at-
tacking and smearing the
country.

Its mission to the
European Union said
NATO claims that other
countries pose challenges,
but it is NATO that is creat-
ing problems around the

world. Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg told the
summit that Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine had
brought the biggest over-
haul of our collective de-
fense since the end of the
Cold War.

The invasion shattered
Europe’s peace, and in re-
sponse NATO has poured
troops and weapons into
eastern Europe on a scale
unseen in decades.
Member nations have given
Ukraine billions in mili-
tary and civilian aid to
strengthen its resistance.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who
addressed the summit by
video link, asked for more.
He urged NATO to send
modern artillery systems
and other weapons and
warned the leaders they ei-
ther had to provide Kyiv
with the help it needed or
face a delayed war between
Russia and yourself.

Russia and China slam NATO after alliance raises alarm

U.S. President Joe Biden (R) is shown to his chair by NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg (C) ahead of a meeting of The North Atlantic Council during the NATO summit
at the Ifema congress centre in Madrid, on June 30.

Washington, Jun 30 (AP):

Amos Hochstein,
President Joe Biden’s
point man for global ener-
gy problems, says he
knows that transitioning
away from the climate-
wrecking pollution of fos-
sil fuels is the only way to
go. He advocates urgently
for renewable energy, for
energy-smart thermostats
and heat pumps.

But when it comes to
tackling the pressing ener-
gy challenges presented by
Russia’s war on Ukraine,
Hochstein also can sound
like nothing as much as
the West’s oilfield
roustabout, taking a giant
pipe wrench to the world’s
near-crisis-level energy
shortfalls. Appearing be-
fore a Senate Foreign
Relations subcommittee
this month on U.S. help in

Europe’s Russian-fueled
energy problems,
Hochstein spoke enthusi-
astically of prospects for a
new floating natural gas
terminal in Albania, new
gas connections elsewhere
in the Balkans, bumping
up the flow of gas from
Central Asia and getting
gas out of Spain to the rest
of Europe.

We have to face the reali-
ty that today Europe’s sys-
tem is dependent on gas,
Hochstein told the AP
after the hearing. It was a
relatively rare public ac-
count from an envoy
whose work normally is
behind the scenes. And I
need to make sure that
people in the winter have
heating, and they have
electricity.”Increasingly,
however, some climate ad-
vocates are expressing
concern at what they see

as an emphasis from the
Biden administration on
new, U.S.-heavy natural
gas and infrastructure
projects as part of an all-
out effort by Europe and
the U.S. to wrest Europe
away from its reliance on
Russian oil and gas.

Climate groups charge
that new spending on
building pipelines, termi-
nals, port facilities and
storage threatens to lock
in increased reliance on
fossil fuel for decades to
come, while doing little to
solve Europe’s most imme-
diate energy crisis.

Criticism increased
Tuesday, after Biden and
other leaders in the Group
of Seven softened their
2021 climate pledges to
move away from public fi-
nancing of new fossil fuel
infrastructure, citing
Russia’s war.

Climate concerns grow as US
helps Europe replace Russian gas

Beijing, Jun 30 (PTI):

China on Thursday
voiced its opposition to
India’s reported plans to
hold the next year’s meet-
ing of G-20 leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir,
echoing close ally
Pakistan’s objection, and
underlined that relevant
sides should avoid “politi-
cising” the issue.

“We have noted relevant
information,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing here
on Thursday while reply-
ing to a question from the
official media.

“China’s position on
Kashmir is consistent and
clear cut. It is a legacy
issue between India and
Pakistan. It should be
properly resolved in accor-
dance with the relevant

UN resolutions and bilater-
al agreements,” Zhao said.
He said the “relevant par-
ties should avoid compli-
cating the situation with
the unilateral move.

We need to address the
disputes through dialogue
and consultation and joint-
ly uphold peace and stabili-
ty.” Stating that G-20 is a
premier forum for interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion, Zhao said “we call on
relevant sides to focus on
economic recovery and
avoid politicising the rele-
vant issue so as to make a
positive contribution to
improving the global eco-
nomic governance”.

Asked whether China, a
member of G-20, would at-
tend the meeting, he said,
“whether we attend the
meeting, we will look into
that.” To another question
that China is building the

China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor in the disputed
region in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and India’s objections over
it, Zhao said the two mat-
ters are completely differ-
ent in nature. China has
undertaken projects to
help Pakistan to grow its
economy and improve
livelihoods.”

“Some of those projects
are in the Kashmir part
that is under the control of
Pakistan. Relevant
Chinese companies who
run the projects do so with
the aim of helping the
local people to develop the
economy and improve
their livelihoods,” he said.

“That doesn’t mean our
position on Kashmir has
changed,” he said. On June
25, Pakistan said it rejected
India’s attempt to hold a
meeting of G20 countries

in Kashmir, hoping that
members of the grouping
will be fully cognisant of
the imperatives of law and
justice and would oppose
the proposal outright.
Jammu and Kashmir will
be hosting the 2023 meet-
ings of G-20, an influential
grouping that brings to-
gether the world’s major
economies, with the union
territory administration
last Thursday setting up a
five-member high-level
committee for overall coor-
dination.

This will be the first
major international sum-
mit expected to be held in
Jammu and Kashmir after
its special status guaran-
teed under Article 370 of
the Constitution was with-
drawn and the erstwhile
state was divided into two
union territories in
August 2019.

China voices opposition to India’s reported
plans to hold G20 meeting in J&K

Kremenchuk (Ukraine),
Jun 30 (AP): Russian
forces battled Wednesday
to surround the Ukrainian
military’s last stronghold
in a long-contested eastern
province, as shock rever-
berated from a Russian
airstrike on a shopping
mall that killed at least 18
in the centre of the coun-
try two days earlier.
Moscow’s battle to wrest
the entire Donbas region
from Ukraine saw Russian
forces pushing toward two
villages south of

Lysychansk while
Ukrainian troops fought to
prevent their encir-
clement. Britain’s defense
ministry said Russian
forces were making “in-
cremental advances” in
their offensive to capture
Lysychansk, the last city
in the Luhansk province
under Ukrainian control
following the retreat of
Ukraine’s forces from the
neighbouring city of
Sievierodonetsk. Russian
troops and their separatist
allies control 95% of

Luhansk and about half of
Donetsk, the two
provinces that make up
the mostly Russian-speak-
ing Donbas. The latest as-
sessment by the Institute
for the Study of War, a
Washington-based think
tank, said the Ukrainians
were likely in a fighting
withdrawal to seek more
defensible positions while
draining the Russian
forces of manpower and
resources.

Avril Haines, the U.S. di-
rector of national intelli-
gence, said Russia “may
think time is on its side”
due to the escalating costs
borne by the West and fa-
tigue as the war grows
longer. The most likely sce-
nario predicted by
American intelligence,
Haines said, is a “grinding
struggle” in which Russia
consolidates its hold over
southern Ukraine by the
fall.

Russians fight to encircle
Ukraine’s last eastern stronghold

Hong Kong, Jun 30 (AP):

Chinese leader Xi
Jinping has arrived in
Hong Kong ahead of the
25th anniversary of the
British handover and after
a two-year transformation
bringing the city more
tightly under Communist
Party control.

It is Xi’s first trip out-
side of mainland China in
nearly 2 years. Supporters
at the train station waving
Chinese and Hong Kong
flags chanted Welcome,

welcome! Warm welcome!
as Xi’s train pulled into the
station on Thursday.

Xi is expected to speak
about Hong Kong’s future
at a ceremony Friday
marking the return of the
former British colony to
Chinese rule on July 1,
1997. Under his leader-
ship, China has reshaped
Hong Kong in the past
two years, cracking down
on protest and freedom of
speech and introducing a
more patriotic curricu-
lum in schools. The
changes have all but
eliminated opposition
voices and driven many
to leave.

Hong Kong and nearby
Macao are special admin-
istrative regions that are
governed separately
from the rest of China,
known as the Chinese
mainland.

Xi arrives in Hong Kong for 
25th anniversary of handover

United Nations, Jun 30 (AP):

The UN Security
Council voted Wednesday
to maintain the U.N. peace-
keeping mission in tur-
moil-wracked Mali, while
condemning the West
African nation’s military
rulers for using mercenar-
ies that commit human
rights and humanitarian
violations.

The council also ex-
pressed “grave concern”
at the deteriorating politi-
cal and security situation
in the West African na-
tion. Russia and China ab-
stained on the French-
drafted resolution that ex-
tends the mandate of the
mission until June 30,
2023, with its current ceil-
ing of 13,289 military per-
sonnel and 1,920 interna-
tional police. Mali has
been in turmoil since a
2012 uprising prompted
mutinous soldiers to over-
throw the president. The
power vacuum that result-
ed ultimately led to an
Islamic insurgency and a
French-led war that oust-
ed the jihadists from
power in 2013. But insur-
gents remain active and
extremist groups affiliated
with al-Qaida and the
Islamic State group have
moved from the arid north
to more populated central

Mali since 2015, stoking
animosity and violence be-
tween ethnic groups in the
region. Mali’s current rul-
ing junta, which seized
power in August 2020, has
grown closer to Russia as
Moscow has looked to
build alliances and gain
sway in Africa. The junta
has hired mercenaries
from Russia’s Wagner
Group, which has been ac-
cused by the European
Union and human rights
groups of violating
human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian law.
The Kremlin denies any
connection to the compa-
ny, but Western analysts
call it a tool of Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
After Wednesday’s vote,
France’s U.N. ambassador,
Nicolas De Riviere, said vi-
olations of human rights
and humanitarian law by
terrorist groups as well as
Malian armed forces ac-
companied by members of
the Wagner Group “must
stop”.

Warning that insecurity
in Mali is rising, he said
the U.N. mission must be
given access to areas
where alleged violations
are committed to fulfil its
mandate and publish
quarterly human rights
reports as the resolution
demands.

UN keeps peacekeepers in Mali
as Russia and China abstain

Dubai, Jun 30 (AP):

Indirect negotiations be-
tween Iran and the US
over Tehran’s tattered nu-
clear deal with world pow-
ers ended Wednesday in
Qatar after failing to make
significant progress amid
a growing crisis over the
Islamic Republic’s atomic
program, diplomats said.

The Doha talks broke up
after two days without any
sign of a breakthrough,
months after talks in
Vienna among all of the
deal’s parties went on
pause.” In the time since,
Iran shut off surveillance
cameras of international
inspectors and now has
enough high-enriched ura-
nium to potentially fash-
ion into at least one nu-
clear bomb if it chose. And
with Iran and the US blam-
ing each other for the

talks’ failure, it remains
unclear when or if there
will be another round of
negotiations. European
Union mediator Enrique
Mora on Twitter described
as intense the two days of
talks in Doha.

“Unfortunately, not yet
the progress the EU team
as coordinator had hoped-
for,” Mora wrote. We will
keep working with even
greater urgency to bring
back on track a key deal
for non-proliferation and
regional stability.

Mora’s comments came
hours after the semioffi-
cial Tasnim news agency,
believed to be close to
Iran’s hard-line
Revolutionary Guard, de-
scribed the negotiations as
finished hours before they
ended and having no effect
on breaking the deadlock
in the talks.

Iran-US nuclear talks in Qatar
end without making progress

French court
convicts 20 

in deadly 2015
Paris attacks

Paris, Jun 30 (AP): A spe-
cial French court on
Wednesday found 20 men
guilty of involvement in
the Islamic State terrorist
attacks on the Bataclan
theater, Paris cafes and
France’s national stadium
in 2015 that killed 130 peo-
ple in the deadliest peace-
time attacks in French his-
tory.

The chief suspect and
only survivor of the 10-
member team of extrem-
ists, Salah Abdeslam, was
found guilty of murder
and attempted murder in
relation with a terrorist
enterprise, among other
charges. He faces up to life
in prison without parole,
the toughest sentence in
France. Presiding judge
Jean-Louis Peries read the
verdicts in a courthouse
surrounded by unprece-
dented security, wrapping
up a nine-month trial.

JJeerruussaalleemm,,  JJuunn  3300  ((AAPP))::
Palestinian gunmen opened fire
at Jewish worshipers on
Thursday at a flashpoint holy
site in the occupied West Bank,
wounding an Israeli military
officer and two civilians, the
Israeli army said. The
Palestinian official news agency
Wafa said a Palestinian teenag-
er was wounded by live fire and
16 others by rubber bullets in
clashes with Israeli forces at the
site near the northern West
Bank city of Nablus, a frequent
point of conflict between

Israelis and Palestinians. Some
Jews believe the biblical Joseph
is buried at the site, while
Palestinians say it’s the tomb of
a Sheikh. Jewish worshipers
escorted by the Israeli military
often visit the shrine to pray.
The Israeli military said
Palestinian gunmen opened
fired on hundreds of Jewish
worshipers who came to the
site overnight on Thursday. The
commanding officer of the unit
suffered slight injuries, and two
civilians were wounded, the
army said.

Israeli military, Palestinians
clash at West Bank shrine

At a time of distressing furore on so-
cial media and streets against the near-
to tal ban on abortion in the West,
India's generous stance on the termina-
tion of pregnancy is a comforting sanc-
tum. Coupled with the moratorium on
commercial surrogacy and the proposal
to equalize men's and women's ages at
marriage, India is positioned securely in
the highest echelons of countries that
safeguard reproductive autonomy.

India's Constitutional ethos commits
to the protection of personal liberty
through Article 21. Abortion or termina-
tion of pregnancy is a woman's preroga-
tive to self-determine. While women are
exclusively fated to withstand child-
bearing — purely on account of their bi-
ological predisposition — socio-cultural
constructs also subject women to a dis-
proportionate share of child-rearing.
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021, is a step in the
right direction. It ensures that expec-
tant mothers exercise self-determina-
tion in welcoming new life to their
homes. Under the aegis of the Act, abor-
tions may be performed up to 24 gesta-
tional weeks on grounds of risk to the
mother's life, mental anguish, rape, in-
cest, contraception failure or the diag-
nosis of foetal abnormalities. The Act
navigates the 20 weeks challenge posed
by the MTP Act, 1971 and is a nod to ad-
vances in the field of health and repro-
ductive science. It is a liberal achieve-
ment over countries where abortions
are disallowed since conception, even in
the most traumatising of circumstances
of sexual abuse or incest.

The MTP Act, 2021 attests to the in-
tuition and farsightedness of its
crafters. Readiness for and desirability
of children decisively shape the life tra-
jectories of mothers, families and chil-
dren alike. Unwanted pregnancies unex-

pectedly curtail the life choices of par-
ents- especially mothers- and may limit
their mental well-being and personal
growth. Further, children born unwant-
ed may suffer reduced opportunities.
Illustratively, WHO links the likelihood
of children being born 'wanted' to
greater parental investments in their
education. The recent MTP Act, there-
fore, relieves mothers from the emo-
tional and financial albatross of unwant-
ed pregnancies.

Incumbent law and policy-makers
have skillfully given reproductive choice
a lifecycle twist. Since fertility, child-
bearing and child-rearing are unmistak-
ably associated with marriage, by pro-
posing to raise the legal marriageable
age for women, policymakers are
heralding welcome changes that delay
pregnancy. The Prohibition of Child
Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 seeks
to push the marriage age for women
from 18 years to 21 years. The Bill is
well-founded in the face of scholarship
and evidence cited by WHO which holds
that adolescent mothers aged 10 to 19
years are prone to higher risks of
eclampsia, puerperal endometritis, and
systemic infections in comparison to
women aged 20 to 24 years. Children
born to such mothers additionally face
higher risks of low birth weight, preterm
delivery and severe neonatal conditions.

It is worthy to note that the unmet
need for family planning in terms of lim-
iting or spacing child-bearing decreased
from 12.9% to 9.4% between NFHS-4
(2014-15) to NFHS-5 (2019-21).
However, on a standalone basis, nearly
7% of females aged 15-19 years were
already mothers or pregnant at the time
of NFHS-5, a marginal decline over
NFHS-4's 7.8%. Such young mothers
are poorly aware of feeding practices
and baby care, making them more likely

to have stunted or wasted children.
Together with the MTP Act, 2021 and
the PCMA Bill, 2021 – if enacted- can
axe the vicious cycle of early marriages,
consequent early pregnancies and poor
maternal and child health outcomes.
Another underrated policy innovation
that the government curated was the
decimation of surrogacy bazaars that
allowed 'renting a womb'. Given global
inequalities, India became a lucrative
'bio market' for surrogate mothers. The
bodies of poor Indian women became
'bioavailable' to the residents of the
Global North, spurring the commerciali-
sation of motherhood, the commodifi-
cation of women and the reduction of
their reproductive capacity. India came
to condescendingly be dubbed as a
'baby factory', with babies abandoned,
exploitation of surrogates and non-pay-
ment of compensation. In a country
with a long-standing cultural lineage of
revering mothers, careless commercial
surrogacy appeared to be in stark con-
trast with the cultural ethos.

Responding to this dissonance, the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, re-
placed commercial surrogacy with eth-
ical, altruistic surrogacy. The Act pro-
hibits couples who are not of Indian ori-
gin from availing of surrogacy in the
country and allows only locals with cer-
tified, medical reasons necessitating
gestational surrogacy to avail of it. The
MTP Act, the Surrogacy Act and the
PCM(Amendment) Bill, 2021, collec-
tively give new meaning to Nari shakti.
Within this enabling politico-legal ap-
paratus, the government has framed
policies that readily coalesce to respect
the choices and decisions made by
women. Under the aegis of Ayushman
Bharat- Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), a
health cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per
annum is provided and a wide range of
packages about obstetrics and gynae-
cology are offered. While Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) partially compensates wage
loss before and after pregnancy,
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva
Abhiyaan (PMSMA) provides free of
cost antenatal care to pregnant women
every 9th day of the month, easing the
financial burden of pregnant women.
Not only is the government making a
concerted effort for reproductive
choices to be easier on the pockets of
women, but it is also promoting safe
motherhood through institutional deliv-
eries under Janani Suraksha Yojana and

quality, respectful care in labour rooms
during deliveries under schemes like
LaQshya. These efforts have culminat-
ed in a manifold increase in institution-
al deliveries from 79% in NFHS-4 to
nearly 89% in NFHS-5. The ultimate re-
ward to the nation is the greater
longevity of mothers as evidenced by
the declining Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) from 167 per lakh live births in
2011-13 to 103 per lakh live births as of
2019.

The present government evinces the
highest regard for its bahuroopi daugh-
ters who act -at various points in their
life-not only as loving mothers but as
sincere students, valuable employees
and valorous entrepreneurs. The Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign's call to
ensure that girls are born and nurtured
bore fruit in the form of an improved
sex ratio of 1020 females per 1000
males. Yojanas such as Ujjwala and Jal
Jeevan Mission reduced the time pover-
ty of the females of the household; it
gave them much-needed respite from
the drudgery of collecting fuelwood or
water so they could partake in other
gainful activities. The Mudra Yojana has
provided aspiring women entrepre-
neurs with loans sans collateral and yet
another scheme, Prime Minister's
Employment Generation Programme,
has advocated for higher subsidies for
women. While the West is curtailing
abortion rights, India is extending the
ceiling of permissible abortions. Where
menstrual hygiene remains a conversa-
tion hushed in whispered tones in other
parts of the world, Prime Minister Modi
addressed the issue from the ramparts
of the Red Fort with 1.3 billion Indians
listening intently. By outlawing Triple
Talaq, the government has comforted
the constant state of insecurity faced
by Muslim women. By proposing to re-
vise the permissible marriageable age,
the government has held men and
women to the same, unbiased stan-
dards. The present government has
ever so carefully instilled conscien-
tiousness into the calculus of policy-
making- with a fervent hope that it will
better the lives of the mothers and
daughters of India for generations to
come. Even as the West retrogresses,
India progresses and shows the path to
a progressive society.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  tthhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  
WWoommeenn  aanndd  CChhiilldd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

iinn  tthhee  UUnniioonn  CCaabbiinneett))
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Horrible murder
One horrible murder in

Rajasthan keeps the entire country
stunned and does not need to ex-
plain such gruesome incidence
which may not further foment the
allready poisonous environment.
Such incidents really tarnish the
image of country in the outer
world. Recently we had seen the
environment against the country
after the incidence of such deroga-
tory remarks made by spokeper-
son of the National political party
and even the OIC had to pass the
resolution against the country.
USA already harping on the human
rights violation in the country and
had already taken the stand
against our country. Pakistan is al-
ready at the forefront in creating
the environment against the coun-
try and is trying to defame the
country on the matter of human
rights violations and we have to re-
main vigilant against such forces
which are active in their nefarious
design to demame the country.
What has happened in Udaipur
where a head was chopped off by
two disgruntled youths should be
watched carefully so that such
type of incidents may not happen
in other parts of the country and
the sooner remedial steps are
taken better it will be. Human
rights violations in Kashmir are
being projected in the internation-
al media just to tarnish the image
of country and it is the duty of
every citizen to remain united so
that there is no harm to the social
fabric of the country.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Significant outcome
The outcome of the Sangrur Lok

Sabha byelection is significant.
Despite contrarian views from var-
ious quarters, it has proved that
democracy has strong roots in our
political system. The three-month-
old AAP dispensation has suffered
a setback. The Congress, SAD and
BJP were defeated because of
their poor performance in the
past. Instead of expressing con-
cern over Simranjit’s radical ideol-
ogy, the parties should introspect
and review their agendas to revive
their base among the angst-ridden
and disillusioned electorate. The
new SAD (A) MP should not in-
dulge in any controversial behav-
iour and should strive to address
the core socio-economic chal-
lenges confronting the state.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr

Agniveer controversy
Most retired defence officers

who have written about the
Agnipath scheme have expressed
reservations about its efficacy. To
a common man, it appears that
the pension bill of retired soldiers
is becoming too heavy, encroach-
ing upon infrastructural develop-
ment of the armed forces. There
has to be a way out. The scheme
should be allowed to be reviewed
by retired Generals and they
should submit the report to the
government. Till then, the scheme
should be continued on a trial
basis. Money can be saved from a
number of populist schemes that
the government has launched over
the years. Such schemes should be
analysed and the ones not useful
should be stopped while the oth-
ers curtailed.

LLRR  SShhaarrmmaa,,  SSuunnddeerrnnaaggaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he contemporary Indian democracy is at a threshold of its
constitutionalism. Amidst the deafening noise of the media

and a structured, institutionalised political propaganda of minority
marginalisation, every second day, there is a renewed debate re-
garding what constitutes an exercise of the freedom of speech and
expression and what are the reasonable and legitimate restrictions
that may be imposed on this exercise of free speech. In  the  con-
text  of  the recently-suspended BJP spokesperson, Nupur Sharma’s
allegedly provocative statements  that  hurt  the  Muslim communi-
ty, answers to the following questions become relevant:  what are
the essential contents of free speech as a right in a civilised consti-
tutional democracy and what are the reasonable limitations at-
tached to it? What constitutes that narrow line that differentiates
an act of free speech from hate speech and how does one identify
this distinction? The fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression as under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution is
the very source from which every civil and political right flows.
Indeed, freedom of speech is a right that cannot and must not be
unreasonably curtailed no matter how uncomfortable the speech
may be. However, a speech loses its right to be protected, the mo-
ment it turns hateful or incites violence. This distinction between
free speech and hate speech has been repeatedly iterated by not
just Indian  courts,  but  also  in  other jurisdictions. For instance, in
the case of Shyam Balakrishnan versus State of Kerala (2014), the
Kerala High Court was very clear that a merely unpalatable
ideology with uncomfortable beliefs does not constitute an offence
in a democratic nation. The court said “Being a Maoistis no crime,
though  the  political ideology of Maoists does not synchronise with
our constitutional polity. 

It is a basic right to think in terms of human aspirations.
"Similarly, making the understanding of freedom of speech and ex-
pression abundantly clear, the Delhi High Court, in the case of Priya
Parameswaran Pillai versus Union of India and Others (2015), stat-
ed:  Hate Speech falls short of being free speech when it turns vi-
olative of  the law against propagation of  hate and/or incitement of
violence. The reasoning that can be inferred for this reasonable re-
striction is that it vitiates the very purpose of free speech, which is
the free and fearless operation of a human mind that constantly
seeks answers and the truth. This can be explained  by  the  harm
principle proposed by political philosopher and an advocate for in-
dividual liberty –John Stuart Mill. The harm principle states that any
action, all actions of individuals must be permitted as long as they
do not cause harm to any other individual. Clearly, hate speech
propagates hatred towards individuals or social groups which may
even incite violence and therefore,     cause significant harm to oth-
ers. In itself, hate speech violates the very essence ofthe social con-
tract which guarantees rule of  law and protection from chaos of
the rule of the jungle. With the advent of  social media,WhatsApp
and several other sources of unverified information, hate speech is
just a click away. Death threats, rape threats, morphed images, and
fake auction of  Muslim women have become normal  online.  Hate
speech,  when injected regularly over a period of time, has the abili-
ty to alter our minds, faiths, convictions and compel us to reject the
rule of law and stability of a constitutional democracy and rea-
soned thought  process and return  to  our animalistic  instincts  of
chaos  and murder.

When hate speech falls
short of being free speech
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Members of a tribal community perform to celebrate 167th Hul Utsav in remembrance of the Santhal Revolution,
in Birbhum district, Thursday, June 30.

Women’s rights: The West takes a 
backward step, India shows the way

167TH HUL UTSAV

L imiting global warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius can help identify the

hotspot regions for climate change risk
in the future and reduce its effects on
humans by 85 per cent, finds a study.
The study, led by the University of East
Anglia (UEA) researchers, calculates re-
ductions in human exposure to a series
of risks -- water scarcity and heat stress,
vector-borne diseases, coastal and river
flooding -- that would result from limit-
ing global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius rather than 2 degrees Celsius or
3.66 degrees Celsius. Effects on agricul-
tural yields and the economy are also
included. Researchers from the UK, in-
cluding scientists from UEA and the
University of Bristol, and from PBL
Netherlands Environmental
Assessment Agency, find that the risks
are reduced by 10-44 per cent globally if
warming is reduced to 1.5 degrees
Celsius rather than 2 degrees Celsius.

However, risks will be greater if glob-
al warming is greater. The risks at 3.66
degrees Celsius warming are reduced
by 26-74 per cent if instead, warming is
kept to only 2 degrees Celsius. They are
reduced even further, by 32-85 per cent,
if warming can be limited to just 1.5 de-
grees Celsius. The ranges are wide be-
cause the percentage depends on which

of the indicators, for example human
exposure to drought or flooding, are
being considered. The findings, pub-
lished in the journal Climatic Change,
suggest that in percentage terms, the
avoided risk is highest for river flood-
ing, drought, and heat stress, but in ab-
solute terms the risk reduction is great-
est for drought. The authors also identi-
fy West Africa, India, and North
America as regions where the risks
caused by climate change are projected
to increase the most with 1.5 degrees
Celsius or 2 degrees Celsius of average
global warming by 2100. The study fol-
lows the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment Report, which finds that
global net zero CO2 emissions must be
reached in the early 2050s to limit
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius with no
or limited overshoot, and around the
early 2070s to limit warming to 2 de-
grees Celsius.

R esearchers in the UK are prob-
ing a potential link between

blood clots and long-term symptoms
post a Covid infection, and whether a
treatment of blood thinners may help
reduce long Covid conditions, media
reports said. Long Covid is defined as
having new or ongoing symptoms four
weeks or more after the start of dis-
ease. The symptoms, which include fa-
tigue, shortness of breath, loss of con-
centration and joint pain, may last up
to months and even more than a year.
Previous studies have pointed out that
a Covid infection increases the risk of
blood clots. Infected people have a
greater risk of related conditions in-
cluding stroke, heart attacks and deep
vein thrombosis, the Guardian report-
ed. Prof Ami Banerjee from
University College London is leading
a study called Stimulate-ICP, where
4,500 people with long Covid will be di-
vided into four groups in which par-
ticipants are allocated usual care, an-
tihistamines, an anti-inflammatory or
an anti-clotting drug for three months.

"That will allow us to say whether
that improves the fatigue and other
outcomes of people with long Covid,"
Banerjee was quoted as saying. A
study by researchers at University of

Cambridge, called Heal-Covid, in-
volves people who were hospitalised
with Covid and aims to identify treat-
ments that may help to prevent or re-
duce ongoing symptoms, the report
said. "Heal-Covid is not a study treat-
ing people with long Covid, we are
aiming to prevent things getting to
that point," said chief investigator
Prof Charlotte Summers from
Cambridge. The team has recruited
1,118 participants, with one arm of the
trial involving participants receiving
blood thinners. "The trial included an-
ticoagulants as there was thought to
be an increased number of large blood
clots occurring in the post-hospital
phase of the illness rather than micro-
clots," Summers said. Further, a team
from University of Leicester is also
probing the issue of clotting, the re-
port said.

Limiting global warming can cut 
risks to humans by up to 85%

Can blood thinners help reduce 
symptoms of long Covid?

T he NITI Aayog's latest report on the growth of the gig and platform
economy in India has uncovered new realities of employment and

livelihood scenarios in the country. The report has projected that the gig
workforce is expected to expand from the current strength of about 77
lakhs to 2.35 crore workers by 2029-30 which indicates the growing de-
mand for workers outside the "employer-employee relationship". The re-
port titled "India's Booming Gig and Platform Economy" highlights that at
present about 47% of the gig work is in medium-skilled jobs, about 22% in
high-skilled jobs, and about 31% in low-skilled jobs. From engaging in
app-based work of driving cabs or bike-taxis for taxi aggregators to deliv-
ering orders for restaurant aggregators and food delivery companies, and
grocery aggregators, to delivering orders to e-commerce companies for
online shoppers, the number of these gig workers is rapidly growing as
the platform-based economy grows. The Code on Social Security 2020 no-
tified by the Ministry of Law and Justice defines a "gig worker" as a per-
son who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns
from such activities outside of the traditional employer-employee rela-
tionship and "platform work" means a work arrangement outside of this
relationship in which organizations or individuals use an online platform
to access other organizations or individuals to solve specific problems or
to provide specific services in exchange for payment. The increasing pref-
erence for digital payment systems by consumers is also a key driver of
the platform-based economy. The Reserve Bank of India data show that
there has been an increase of more than 500% in merchants accepting
digital modes of payments during the first six months of 2021-22 as com-
pared to the last six months of 2019-20. The Payment Vision 2025 released
by the RBI facilitates "E-payments for Everyone, Everywhere, every time"
which is set to make online shopping, and digital payments more popular
in the country. 

The NITI Aayog's study attributes the growth of the gig and platform
economy in the country to the rapid growth of the digital economy and
flexibility of work time and workspace of platform for gig workers. It esti-
mates that the gig workers are expected to form 6.7% of the non-agricul-
tural workforce or 4.1% of the total livelihood in India by 2029-30. Some of
the key findings of the study listed by the NITI Aayog are: gig and plat-
form sector has low-entry barriers and hence holds enormous potential
for job creation in India, around 300 cities of varying sizes are serviced by
various platforms operating across sectors like ride-hailing, home-based
services, food/ grocery/ medicine delivery, logistics and e-commerce, the
sector offers better income opportunities to those previously engaged in
similar non-platform jobs and the concentration of workers in medium
skills is gradually declining and that of the low-skilled and high-skilled job
is increasing. The report states that gig workers are comparatively young,
work for fewer hours a day on gig work, prefer a flexible work schedule,
typically with low to the middle level of education and income through gig
work is not their primary source of income and they are often holding an-
other regular job. The study found that students looking for partial in-
come with flexible schedules form part of the gig workforce in India. It
listed 15 industries – as enumerated in the National Industrial
Classification – as having the largest concentration of platform workers
and have the potential to unlock growth in gig and platform work. Based
on the study findings the NITI Aayog recommends that India requires a
framework that balances the flexibility offered by platforms while also en-
suring the social security of workers. It insists that measures for paid sick
leave, health access and insurance may be adopted by platforms as a part
of their workplace or work-engagement policies for all the workers they
engage for offering social security cover to platform workers. Ensuring
social security cover for gig workers as promised in Code on Social
Security is critical for the stability of the country's gig economy.

Digital era workforce
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BRIEF

Road accidents

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is taking a
series of steps to re-
duce the number of
road accidents in the
country and is also
working on creating
helipads at wayside
amenities that are
coming up along the
expressways to pro-
vide emergency care,
Union minister V K
Singh said on
Wednesday.
Addressing an event
here, the minister of
state for road trans-
port and highways
said that the govern-
ment has placed am-
bulances at each toll
plaza on highways but
more needs to be done
in this area. We are
trying to create heli-
pads in each one of
our wayside ameni-
ties that are coming
up along the express-
ways. It will have heli-
pad facility and hospi-
tals can set up trauma
centres at these loca-
tions, he said.

Interest rates
New Delhi:

Karnataka Bank has
raised the interest
rates on deposits of
below Rs 2 crore to up
to 5.50 per cent per
annum to be effective
from next month. The
bank said it has in-
creased the deposit
rates by 10 basis
points (0.10 per cent)
for 1-2 years of de-
posits as well for
above 2-5 years of de-
posits. The rate of in-
terest for 1-2 years of
deposits will be 5.35
per cent per annum
and for deposits above
2-5 years, the rate will
be 5.50 per cent per
annum, Karnataka
Bank said in a release
on Wednesday. These
rates will be effective
from July 1. "The up-
ward revision in the
deposit interest rate
will encourage retail
customers to invest
more in various term
deposit schemes of
the bank," it added.

Transformation

Kolkata: Batteries
and flashlights maker
Eveready Industries
India Ltd  said it is in
the midst of a trans-
formation that lays the
road map for a growth
journey. Chairing the
company's AGM virtu-
ally, Managing
Director Suvomoy
Saha said that
Eveready is now ac-
tively working to-
wards improvement
in portfolio augmenta-
tion, reaching out to
consumers and
process upgradation.
Saha said that the fun-
damental strengths of
the businesses remain
intact with a solid
brand, strong distribu-
tion reach and signifi-
cantly high market
share in the core cate-
gories of batteries and
flashlights. The man-
agement of the compa-
ny is now purely fo-
cused on harnessing
these strengths for de-
livery of results. Some
of the initiatives may
need some time to
fructify, but direction-
ally these are for long-
term and sustainable
value creation, he told
shareholders.

New Delhi, Jun 30:  

Amid the rupee declin-
ing against the US dollar,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
said the Indian currency is
relatively better placed
than other global curren-
cies against the greenback.
Emerging market curren-
cies have been falling
against dollar amid geopo-
litical tensions in the wake
of the Russia-Ukraine war,
concerns over growth, high
global crude prices, sus-
tained inflation and central
banks worldwide adopting
hawkish monetary policy
approach. "We are relative-
ly better placed. We are not
a closed economy. We are
part of the globalised
world. So, we will be im-
pacted (by global develop-
ments)," the finance minis-
ter said on the sidelines of
an event here. She was re-
sponding to a question on
the movement of rupee
against the dollar. The
rupee breached the psycho-
logically significant level of
79 per dollar level for the
first time ever on
Wednesday and has also hit

a series of lifetime lows
this month. However, on
Thursday, the domestic cur-
rency rose 13 paise to 78.90
against the US dollar in
early trade. Since the war
in Ukraine broke out in late
February, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has expend-
ed its foreign exchange re-
serves in order to shield the
rupee from steep deprecia-
tion. Since February 25, the
headline foreign exchange
reserves have declined by
USD 40.94 billion. Last
week, Reserve Bank

Deputy Governor, Michael
D Patra said the central
bank will not allow "jerky
movements" of the rupee
and stressed that the Indian
currency has witnessed
least depreciation in recent
times. "We will stand for its
stability and we are doing
it. We are there in the mar-
ket and we will not allow
disorderly movement of
the rupee. We have no level
in mind, but we will not
allow jerky movement.
That is for certain," Patra
had said.

Rupee relatively better placed
than other global currencies

against dollar: FM

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala
Sitharaman addresses the release of the assessment report of
states and union territories based on implementation of ‘Business
Reforms Action Plan (BRAP), 2020’, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

The country's largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India on
Thursday launched the new
version of its compact SUV
Brezza, with a price starting
from Rs 7.99 lakh (ex-show-
room) as it seeks to strength-
en its presence in the SUV
segment to reinforce its lead-
ership position. The second-
generation Brezza will be
available in manual and auto-
matic transmission options,
priced between Rs 7.99 lakh
and Rs 13.96 lakh. Speaking at
the launch, Maruti Suzuki
India Managing Director and
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi said the
all-new Brezza is the compa-
ny's 6th launch in the last
eight months and "reflects our
confidence in the Indian mar-
ket". He said as part of the
company's vision of providing

'Joy of mobility' to as many
people as possible, Maruti
Suzuki will strengthen its
"presence across segments,
with special focus on SUV
portfolio". Also, it will intro-
duce products that are high on
design, technology and fea-
tures and bring products,
which "offer indulgence, com-
fort and convenience that
reflect the aspirations of New
India".
"The All-New Brezza is an
important step in this direc-
tion. This model is the first
offering in our upcoming
vibrant SUV portfolio," he
said. Stressing that the Brezza
has a strong legacy, Takeuchi
said, "It was our first model to
be conceived, designed, and
developed exclusively for
India". Maruti Suzuki had
made its entry into the com-
pact SUV segment in March
2016 with Brezza and the com-
pany has sold over 7.5 lakh
units in six years since it was
launched.

Maruti Suzuki launches
new version of SUV Brezza

̈ Prices starting 
at Rs 7.99 lakh

New Delhi, Jun 30:  

Cooperation in 5G tele-
com technology figured
prominently in the India-
Japan cyber dialogue
held virtually on
Thursday.

The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said both sides discussed
important areas of bilat-
eral cyber cooperation
and reviewed the
progress achieved in the
areas of cybersecurity
and information and com-
munication technologies.
It said the discussions in-
cluded developments in
cyber domain and mutual
cooperation in the area

during discussions at the
United Nations and other
multilateral and regional
fora. "Both sides dis-
cussed important areas of
bilateral cyber coopera-
tion and reviewed the
progress achieved in the
areas of cybersecurity
and Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technologies (ICTs) in-
cluding 5G Technology,"
the MEA said in a state-
ment.

The Indian delegation
at the fourth India-Japan
Cyber Dialogue was led
by Muanpuii Saiawi, joint
secretary in the MEA's
cyber diplomacy division.
The Japanese delegation

was led by Yutaka Arima,
ambassador in-charge of
cyber policy at Japan's
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. The Indian dele-
gation consisted of senior
officials from THE MEA,
Ministry of Home
Affairs, Ministry of
Defence, National
Security Council
Secretariat, Ministry of
Electronics and
Information technology,
Department of
Telecommunications,
Indian Computer
Emergency Response
Team and National
Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection
Centre.

India, Japan discuss 
cooperation in 5G technology

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

The government's deci-
sion to exempt suppliers on
e-commerce having less
than Rs 40 lakh turnover
will boost online sales of
goods, industry players
said. The GST Council has
decided to ease the process
for intra-state supplies
made through e-commerce
portals. Now such suppliers
will not have to obtain GST
registration, if their
turnover is lower than Rs 40
lakh and Rs 20 lakh for
goods and services, respec-
tively. This would come into
effect from January 1, 2023.
Meesho founder and CEO
Vidit Aatrey said that the
step brings much-needed
parity between offline and
online businesses. "With an
estimated 5 crore MSMEs
currently unable to sell on-
line due to compulsory GST
requirements, this game-
changing measure can be
an enabler for millions of
small units including arti-
sans, boutiques and mom-
and-pop stores. While
MSMEs will benefit from a
much larger addressable
market, increased efficien-
cies and easier access to
capital, the move will spur
the Indian economy and un-
lock massive tax revenues
for state governments,"

Aatrey said. He said that in
2022, around 60 per cent of
small businesses looking to
come online on Meesho
dropped off on account of
GST requirements.
Flipkart, chief corporate af-
fairs officer, Rajneesh
Kumar said that the deci-
sion will encourage and pro-
vide a boost to the digital
India agenda of the country
besides helping these small
businesses grow and pros-
per. "This will reduce com-
pliance burden for small
businesses especially, arti-
sans, weavers, handicraft
makers, artists and home
makers to access markets
through e-commerce and
smoothen their on-boarding
on these digital platforms,"
Kumar said. KPMG in India
indirect tax partner
Abhishek Jain said in line
with the government's agen-
da to facilitate e-commerce
in India, various compliance
bottlenecks have been done
away with for the e-com-
merce sector while allowing
suppliers to e-commerce
platforms to operate under
composition scheme.

New Delhi, Jun 30: 

Insurance behemoth
Life Insurance
Corporation on
Wednesday said the exer-
cise of determining its
embedded value as of
March 2022 is on' and is
likely to be completed by
July 15. It is informed
that the exercise of de-
termining the Indian
Embedded Value (IEV)
as on March 31, 2022,
may take some more
time to get completed,
LIC said in a statement.
"Once completed and
after requisite approvals,
the required public dis-
closures of the same, will
be made in this regard,

by LIC of India. As of
now, we expect the re-
quired public disclo-
sures, to be made by July
15," it said. The
Embedded Value (EV) is
a measure of the consoli-
dated value of share-
holders' interest in the
life insurance business.
It represents the worth of
shareholders' interests
in the earnings distrib-
utable from the assets al-
located to the business
after sufficient al-
lowance for the aggre-
gate risks in the busi-
ness. LIC's embedded
value was pegged at
about Rs 5.4 lakh crore as
on September 30, 2021 by
international actuarial

firm Milliman Advisors.
Last month, the govern-
ment raised about Rs
20,500 crore by diluting
its 3.5 percent stake in
the insuer through the
biggest ever IPO.
Following the listing,
LIC on a standalone
basis reported a 18 per
cent decline in its net
profit at Rs 2,371.55 crore
in the quarter ended
March 2022, compared to
Rs 2,893.48 crore in the
year-ago period. On a
consolidated basis, the
profit after tax dropped
17 per cent to Rs 2,409
crore for the fourth quar-
ter ended March 2022
from Rs 2,917 crore in the
same quarter a year ago.

GST registration exemption for
online seller with low turnover

to boost e-commerce

Determining of embedded value likely
to be completed by July 15: LIC

Novoco Vistas 
solidifies its position

in North India
Mumbai, Jun 30: 

India’s fifth-largest ce-
ment group and the leading
cement company in the
east, Nuvoco Vistas Corp
Ltd has expanded its pres-
ence in the North region
with the introduction of its
premium cement portfolio.
Revenue in the north region
specifically Haryana,
Western UP, Punjab, Delhi,
and Madhya Pradesh focus
on trade channel and brand
building through a strong
dealer network. To address
to growing needs of infra-
structure sector, Nuvoco
Vistas Corp Ltd plans to set
up a grinding unit with a 1.2
million tonnes per annum
capacity at its existing Plant
at Bhiwani, Haryana.

SMART CAMPUS

Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai being presented a plant by Filiz Albrecht (R), mem-
ber of the board of management and director of Industrial Relations at Robert Bosch
GmbH as Soumitra Bhattacharya (L), managing director of Bosch Limited and presi-
dent of the Bosch Group, India looks on during the inauguration of the Bosch Indias
new Smart campus spark.NXT, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

Mumbai, Jun 30: 

Dollar Industries, one of
the leading hosiery brands
in India, has signed actress,
Ms Yami Gautam as the
Brand Ambassador for
Dollar Missy, the premium
and fashionable female wear
brand which offers legwear,
and basic inner wears. “We
have introduced Dollar
Missy, in 2014, since then it
has become an evolving
brand. We have been looking
for a face which could carry
the brand image in the right
spirit. Having met the
Bollywood diva, Ms Yami
Gautam, we knew she would
be the best fit for the brand.
We always believe in rein-

venting ourselves. Exactly
the reason why we have gone
beyond the repertoire of
basic everyday necessities
like camisoles, panties and
bras to expand our product
horizon and include fashion-
able leggings, loungewear
and casuals to compliment

the wardrobe of today’s
woman. Armed with an en-
viable range of women’s
wear, we felt it was time for
us to focus on the stylish and
colourful range of our leg-
wear specially Churidar,
Ankle lengths, Kurti Pants
and Capris that complement
the finer tastes of new age
women of India”, said Mr
Vinod Kumar Gupta,
Managing Director, Dollar
Industries Ltd. The new
Dollar Missy Advertising
campaign builds on the fash-
ion quotient and exhibits
Dollar’s legwear range as a
must-have in every woman’s
wardrobe and features Yami
Gautam as the ultimate
show-stopper.

Yami Gautam brand 
ambassador of Dollar Missy

New Delhi, Jun 29: 

Inspired by the rich culture
and talent represented by
the tribal and indiginous
communities of India, we are
extending our collaboration
with the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs to launch the second
phase of the Going Online As
Leaders (GOAL) program.
GOAL 2.0 will look to digital-
ly upskill, connect and
empower 10 lakh youth and
women from the tribal com-
munities of the country and
will act as a bridge for the
socially marginalized youth
with a vast canvas of oppor-
tunities using technology
that they otherwise may not
have access to. The event
was attended by  Arjun
Munda, Union Cabinet
Minister for Tribal Affairs,

Anil Kumar Jha, Secretary,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,  S
N Tripathi, DG, IIPA, 
Dr. Navalljit Kapoor, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and Youth and entre-
preneurs from tribal commu-
nities from across the coun-
try. Mrs. Renuka Singh
Saruta, Minister of State,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and
Bishweswar Tudu, Minister of
State, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs have also strongly
supported the program.
Through this program, the
identified GOAL participants
will have access to Meta
Business Coach - a WhatsApp
based learning bot - that will
give the participants an
opportunity to learn skills on
how to build and grow their
business using Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp. 

Uplifting Tribal communities in India
through digital entrepreneurship

Mumbai, Jun 30: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das empha-
sised the need for proper
interpretation of data to
facilitate more informed
decision making as it will
bring clarity in communi-
cation from decision mak-
ers as well as formation of
rational expectations from
market participants. "The
importance of statistics in
public policy is well under-
stood. In the face of high
uncertainty brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the discipline of statistics
found itself in greater
spotlight. This unprece-
dented global phenome-
non has tested human en-

deavour in multiple facets
and magnitude," he said.
Speaking at the RBI's an-
nual 'Statistics Day
Conference', Das men-
tioned that lockdowns in
various countries, includ-
ing India, posed severe
challenges to the compila-
tion and availability of
data relating to the spread
of the pandemic, and its

impact on various
economies and the world
urgently needed solutions
to a problem it had never
seen before. Recalling
India's experience in data
gathering, he said the
Ministry of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation was com-
pelled to publish imputed
figures for Consumer
Price Index (CPI) for two
consecutive months dur-
ing the first wave of the
pandemic in 2020 due to
immense difficulty in col-
lection of prices for many
items.

He said statistical inno-
vations arising out of the
pandemic disruption will
have long-lasting benefits

and added that the up-
heaval also posed chal-
lenges to statistical agen-
cies to build more public
trust in the resulting sta-
tistics. While new data
sources open up opportu-
nities for official statistics,
he said it also raises issues
for the discipline.

"... statistics should
focus on laying down the
pathway towards proper
interpretation in the pres-
ent world of data abun-
dance. This would facili-
tate more informed deci-
sion making, clarity in
communication from deci-
sion makers and forma-
tion of rational expecta-
tions from market partici-
pants," Das said.

Proper interpretation of data necessary for
more informed decision making: RBI Governor

Chandigarh, Jun 30: 

About a dozen states
on Wednesday pitched
for extending by a few
years the compensation
paid to states for revenue
lost from the implemen-
tation of the goods and
services tax (GST)
regime. The GST
Council, the highest de-
cision-making body of
the indirect tax regime,
however, did not take any
decision at its meeting
here.

A final decision is like-
ly to be taken in the next
GST council meeting in
the first week of August,
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said while talking to the
media after the 47th GST

Council meeting here.
"As many as 16 states
spoke on GST compensa-
tion in today's meeting.
Of this there were 3-4
states that said that they
have to stand on their
own and not depend on
c o m p e n s a t i o n , "
Sitharaman said. When a
nationwide GST sub-
sumed 17 central and
state levies from July 1,
2017, it was decided that
states will be compensat-
ed for any loss of rev-
enue from the new tax
for five years. That time-
frame is ending on June
30. With two years being
lost in the pandemic,
states have sought an ex-
tension of this compen-
sation period by five
years.

12 states demand extension of
GST compensation beyond June

2022 has
been a 

fulfilling
year for

Yami
Gautam
As the first half of 2022

comes to a close,
Bollywood actress Yami
Gautam Dhar, who has had
two releases so far -- 'A
Thursday' and 'Dasvi' -- both
OTT films, shared her experi-
ence for the year so far.

In her words, the first half
has surprised her, cour-

tesy the positive
response from all

quarters to both her
releases. Elaborating on

the same, the actress said,
"The first half of 2022 has
been even better than how I
had envisioned. Creatively, it
has been very enriching and
fulfilling so far. ‘A Thursday'
was a role I was craving to do
because it was something I
had never attempted before.
When one's effort is acknowl-
edged and appreciated in such
a big way, it only encourages
you to take bigger challenges
and risks." "I am still receiving
messages for my performance
in ‘A Thursday' and it makes
me happier beyond words
every single time. Even ‘Dasvi'
added so much to me as an
actor. Learning a new dialect,
playing a cop were experi-
ences that will always remain
significant in my journey when
I look back," she added.
On the work front, Yami has
projects like ‘Lost' and ‘OMG 2'
in the pipeline.

Jazzy Ballerini 
on auditioning

for her role in
‘Anandi Baa

aur Emily’

A
ctress Jazzy
Ballerini, who
is making her

debut in the Indian tel-
evision industry with
the new show 'Anandi

Baa aur Emily', has au-
ditioned for more than
500 times for many roles
over the years.

Jazzy is seen playing the
role of a 'Videshi Bahu' in

the show. She opens up on her
audition process for her role
in 'Aanandi Baa aur Emily':

The cast includes
Kanchan Gupta in the role
of Anandi Baa, Jazzy
Ballerini as Emily and
Mishkat Verma as
Aarav.

Jazzy says: "I didn't
have much under-
standing of TV shows
before I actually audi-
tioned. But, I was ex-

cited to find out more
about the role. I wanted to

learn more about it. The audi-
tion process for my role on
'Aanandi Baa aur Emily' went
very smoothly. Even though it
was during lockdown times.
Within a few days I was con-
firmed for the role of 'Emily'."

"I honestly didn't know, at that
time, what I was getting myself
into. I didn't know how amazing

this opportunity really is until I
started filming. When I spoke to

my friends about it, they were real-
ly supportive and told me that Star

Plus has one of the best content and
serials. So, I'm excited to be a part of

this show," concludes the actress who
was born and brought up in London.

It is a story of a chaos happening in
a family when a 'firangi bahu'(foreign
daughter-in-law) enters the family and
Anandi Baa(played by Kanchan

Gupta) tries to get rid of her.

ACROSS

1. Religious order

5. Blur

10. Capital of Norway

14. Scheme

15. Musical pace

16. ____ between the lines

17. Contradictive contraction

18. Excessive

20. Butterfly snare

21. Small planet

22. Monikers

23. Land unit

25. Make into law

27. Liberate

30. Roman general

34. Satire

35. Sail supports

38. Epoch

39. Tense

40. Farm towers

41. Rotisserie rod

42. Clairvoyant's letters

43. Glossy fabric

44. Stage

45. Sower

47. Harpooned

49. Prepares copy

52. Tibetan priest

53. Keaton or Sawyer

56. Church feature

58. Facial spasm

61. Respect

63. Helper

64. Hive dwellers

65. Window sill

66. Auctioned off

67. Reasonable

68. Trick or ____!

69. Leg part

DOWN

1. Whirl

2. Differently

3. Melon variety

4. Blasting substance (abbr.)

5. Actress Julia ____

6. Waiter's handout

7. Act the ham

8. Chef's garment

9. Slender pole

10. Showy

11. Stitched line

12. Delayed

13. Certain poems

19. Native Peruvians

21. Entreat

24. Penny

26. Drama divisions

27. Ceremonial events
28. Clear the blackboard
29. Send out
31. Gap
32. Get up
33. Judged
36. Renowned fighter
37. Male descendants
40. Eastern garment
41. Pillow cover
43. Passover dinner
44. Fleshy fruit
46. Actress ____ Richards
48. Jupiter, e.g.
50. Spud
51. Glide
53. Small quantities
54. Bright thought
55. So be it!
57. Dress for Caesar
59. Not active
60. Hand over
62. Key near Ctrl
63. Question
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Someone could be prodding you to take
action today, Aquarius. It might be best
if you beat them to it and motivate
yourself. Stay a step or two ahead of
the herd. Lead your own stampede and
go wherever you want to go. It's quite
likely that you'll run into conflict
regarding issues about which you feel
strongly. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You might experience a great deal of
emotional confusion today, Pisces.
There's a debate brewing inside you.
You're having a hard time deciding
whether to pursue the practical or the
fanciful. Looking to others for help could
only add to the confusion, so take their
advice with a grain of salt. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Keeping things in balance will be a chal-
lenge today, Aries. You're likely to find that
there's conflict brewing that doesn't seem
to want resolution. It's OK. Don't press the
issue. You may find that the best solution is
to escape into the clouds and come back to
reality when the storm has settled. There's
no need to try to untangle the knots if they
simply don't want to budge.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension is likely to arise in many different
areas of your life, Taurus. It's possible that
you're either too dreamy or too practical for
the issue at hand. It's important for you to
strike a balance. The toughest part will be
finding people and situations that agree
with you. Other people are likely to be quite
inflexible and stubborn, and you may have
to adapt in order to reach a compromise.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Yesterday's trajectory might run into a
couple of snags today, Gemini. You
could find that your dreamy nature con-
flicts with the planned and steady. This
conflict of interests may be creating
some tension that will be difficult to
work with. Your emotions are apt to
deceive you, so try not to get pulled off
course by a passing whim. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Try to keep yourself in line with your emo-
tions today, Cancer. It's possible that a
powerful yet subtle force is slowly trying
to pull you off track. If so, think about tak-
ing a break and doing some physical activ-
ity to get your blood pumping. Go for a
walk with a friend to help clear your head
so you can think more rationally about the
decisions you need to make.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You could find that an emotional issue
rubs you the wrong way today, Leo.
Your tendency is to want to escape. Try
to do so in a healthy manner. Watch
your favorite movie or read a book.
Don't fall prey to the temptation to
indulge in more dangerous pursuits.
That would only push the problems
away temporarily. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your artistic side may want to take to the
airwaves in some way today, Virgo.
Perhaps you should consider building
your own website or getting a spot on a
local radio show. Your dreams need a
vehicle for distribution. Give them the
means to be dispersed to others. You
have the ability to inspire many people. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You could find that what was so light
and active yesterday runs into road-
blocks today, Libra. It might seem as if
you're suddenly heading straight for a
brick wall regarding some of your cur-
rent projects. Suddenly there's a more
reserved tone to things, and you may
have lost a bit of your precious
momentum. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The pace of things is likely to slow down a
bit compared to what was happening yes-
terday, Scorpio. This is probably for the
best. Take this time to do some planning
and stabilizing. You've plowed forth into
the fields. Now stop and assess what
you've accomplished. Take things one
step at a time and don't get ahead of
yourself. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find that there's a quality of
dreaminess to your emotions today that
keeps you from focusing on the task at hand,
Sagittarius. People are likely to be stubborn
and confused, and you could be one of them.
It might seem as if your mind is going in two
directions and you aren't sure which way to
proceed. Try to incorporate more of your
dreams into your waking reality.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Little voices are whispering in your ear
today, Capricorn. They could be asking
you to join them in the clouds. You might
get the feeling that there's a lot of ten-
sion between what your heart has to say
and what your mind has to say. Don't be
surprised if the energy of the day leaves
you confused by the time the day ends.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ll is fair in love and
war! Presenting
one such tale of in-

nocent lovers and a lethal
hitman jahan hogi Fight
love & Life ki with the
World Television
Premiere of Love Hostel
on &pictures. This slick
thriller, rendered with ten-
sile drama and a gripping
plot, director Shanker
Raman’s Love Hostel is a
representation of some
cold-blooded sentiments,
showcasing the magic of
authentic storytelling. On
Saturday Premiere Party
where &pictures pre-
mieres new movies on the
channel every Saturday
night, get ready to check-
in to the Love Hostel with
the World Television
Premiere on 2nd July at
10pm only on &pictures.

Set in the depths of
Haryana, when Jyoti and
Ashu sign their official
marriage certificate, they
not only declare love for
each other to the world
but also put their lives

into danger. Thus, begins
the deadly chase and trail
of dodging bullets.
Displaying impactful per-
formances as two
young’uns in love, Vikrant
Massey and Sanya
Malhotra are seen dissolv-
ing in their respective
characters, Ashu and
Jyoti along with Raj
Arjun, Aditi Vasudev and
Akshay Oberoi in pivotal
roles. The film also intro-
duces the outstanding

Bobby Deol as a Dagar, a
ruthless killer – a charac-
ter that is ought to send
chills down your spine.

Talking about his role,
Bobby Deol said, “A char-
acter like Dagar is some-
thing that I have not
played before. It was a
completely new experi-
ence for me as I had the
chance to learn a new lan-
guage and it was the first
time that I had to undergo
the process of prosthetics

for a film. I never really
had the chance to show-
case this side of me and it
was indeed a great experi-
ence to step out of the box
and essay the challenging
role of Dagar. When I
read the script of Love
Hostel, I envisioned exact-
ly how I had to play out
my character to make it
look as authentic as possi-
ble. As I kept reading
about him, I understood
his emotions and tried to

get into the skin of it. This
film is an eye opener for
the youth of today and ed-
ucates them on the reali-
ties of life. I am sure the
audience will have a roller
coaster of time watching
the film on &pictures.”

"Love Hostel compels
you to think and intro-
spect. I would say, this film
helped me grow as an
artist as well as an indi-
vidual. It makes you real-
ize how lucky we are. I
was so engrossed in my
character that I felt every
emotion that he under-
went. And not just me,
Sanya and I both took a lit-
tle time to get out of our
characters and feel like
our normal selves. We
have given it all to this
film and I’m sure the audi-
ence will love the film as
much as we do.” said
Vikrant Massey.

Witness Fight love &
Life ki with the World
Television Premiere of
‘Love Hostel’ on &pictures
on 2nd July at 10 pm.

World TV premiere of ‘Love Hostel’ on Jul 02

L
ike the Maratha
kings, their queens
were also examples

of great valour and inspi-
ration. And, Ahilyabai
Holkar was one of them,
whose praises are seldom
acknowledged. Depicting
the glorious life of
Malwa's benevolent
queen is Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok
Ahilyabai’ that has re-

ceived immense adula-
tion from the viewers.
With an inspiring tale,
the show brings to light
the journey of Ahilyabai
Holkar, who devoted her
life to defeating patriar-
chal norms and establish-
ing women’s right at a
time when women were
confined to the four walls
of their houses, with the
unwavering support of
her father-in-law, Malhar
Rao Holkar.

The show’s ongoing
track showcases how at a
time when women were
bereft of their voice and
rights due to the patriar-
chal norms set by the so-
ciety, Ahilya fearlessly
took a stand against do-
mestic abuse faced by
women. Even though
Ahilyabai was heavily
pregnant, she fought for
Krishna, her hand maid-
en, who was a victim of
domestic abuse by her
husband. Not ready to tol-
erate this kind of disre-
spect for women, Ahilya
takes this matter to the
darbar in order to ad-
dress the issue and bring
justice for all the women
like Krishna who face
such ill-treatment as they
are scared to speak about
it as it goes against their
husbands.

Sharing her thoughts
on the same, Aetashaa
Sansgiri who plays the
role of Ahilyabai Holkar
in the show said,
“Domestic abuse remains
a deeply ingrained issue
in our society, with seri-
ous impact on a woman's
health and well-being. Its
continued existence is
morally indefensible.
While some women are
able to fight against do-
mestic violence faced by
them, there are still some
who are not able to speak
about it. So, imagine what
the case would have been
during the era of
Ahilyabai Holkar." 

Witness Ahilyabai
Holkar’s epic life story on
Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
every Monday to Friday
at 7:30pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Ahilyabai Holkar was a
woman ahead of her time’

B
ollywood actor Kartik
Aaryan says he feels over-
whelmed by the response he

is receiving from the global audi-
ence after his latest film "Bhool
Bhulaiyaan 2" was released on the
OTT platform Netflix.

The film was released in the the-
atre on May 20 and received huge
success at the box office. Now that
the film is released on Netflix, and
is topping the list of non-English
films among the global audience,
Kartik said: "It's been absolutely
surreal to see the support from my
fans, and so exciting to witness the
appreciation pouring in from audi-
ences all around the world.

"Our film is trending as the num-
ber one Non-english film globally
and in 19 countries since its release
on Netflix. BB2 continues to get so
much love in cinemas even today
and it feels even more special when
this love becomes universal and
people around the world are con-
necting to it through the internet
and breaking the language barri-
er."

Adding to that, producer
Bhushan Kumar said: "My heart is
full of gratitude as Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2 becomes the #1 non-
english film globally on Netflix. It's

wonderful to see audiences in 190
countries enjoying the film on
Netflix, and we hope to continue
entertaining more and more fans
in different parts of the world!"

The horror-comedy, starring
Kartik Aaryan, Tabu, Kiara
Advani, Rajpal Yadav and Sanjay
Mishra among others.

Kartik Aaryan feels overwhelmed
with ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaan 2’

response from OTT
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Birmingham, Jun 30 (PTI):

Never before has he nav-
igated the choppy waters
of leadership but Jasprit
Bumrah will certainly like
to showcase his captaincy
acumen while leading a
slightly under-prepared
India against a vastly im-
proved England in the
rescheduled fifth Test,
starting here on Friday.

India were leading the
five-match series 2-1 when
multiple COVID-19 cases
in their camp led to the
postponement of the final
game which was a part of
the World Test
Championship. Nine
months have passed since
and a lot of water has
flown through the Thames
with the then captain
Virat Kohli relinquishing
Test captaincy. His succes-
sor, Rohit Sharma, is miss-
ing out on this game after
testing positive for COVID-
19. Worse, Rohit's designat-
ed deputy KL Rahul is also
out after having under-
gone a surgery for sports
hernia.

In this backdrop of mu-
sical chair of Indian cap-
taincy, the gauntlet has
been thrown at Bumrah,
arguably one of the finest
fast bowlers in the history
of Indian cricket and now
set to be the 36th man to
lead the national Test
team. He has been ac-

knowledged widely as the
undisputed leader of the
fast bowling group but
come Friday, the challenge
against Ben Stokes' side
will be very different when
he walks out for the toss at
the Edgbaston.

Fast bowlers in Indian
context have never been
considered worthy of lead-
ership contention and
Kapil Dev, the world class
all-rounder, was more of a
fast medium bowler in his
prime and later a medium-
fast as time progressed.

New England, new
template

The 3-0 demolition of
New Zealand with three
tricky chases completed
in style has shown that
England, under new coach
Brendon McCullum, have
de-constructed their style-
sheet as far as Test match-
es are concerned.

Their batters are plun-
dering opposition attack
while there are lesser
number of five-wicket
hauls from the pacers if
one goes by the statistics
of the New Zealand series.
It was Jack Leach, who
had two five-wicket hauls

and neither James
Anderson nor Stuart
Broad got their names on
the various 'Honours'
Board'.

The pitches have be-
come a tad flatter, which is
helping the batters and
thus Bumrah, along with
Mohammed Shami and
Mohammed Siraj will
have an onerous task of
tackling a batting line-up
bubbling with confidence.

Joe Root, after relin-
quishing captaincy, has
found the touch that had
deserted him and Jonny
Bairstow, with the confi-
dence of IPL, has scored

nearly 400 runs at a strike-
rate of 120 plus, unheard
of in Test matches.

Team combination a
worry for India

India will have to bat
well and in absence of reg-
ular opening pair of Rohit
and Rahul, who were fan-
tastic during the four
Tests played last year.
Coach Rahul Dravid ex-
pects a match-winning
performance if not a hun-
dred from Virat Kohli,
who looked good in the
practice game but the Test
match will be a different
beast altogether.

The practice game
against Leicestershire
was more of an extended
net session and Indian
teams, since Mahendra
Singh Dhoni took over as
captain, has hardly played
official first-class games
as a pre-cursor to the Test
matches.

James Anderson might
be a month short of his
40th birthday but those
magical wrists can still
make the ball dart around
and it will be a different
experience for Shubman
Gill or Shreyas Iyer.

Cheteshwar Pujara has
scored a bagful of county
runs but that psychologi-
cal disadvantage of facing
the very first ball of an in-
nings, if he is asked to
open, could clutter his
mind.

Bumrah’s India ready to face England 

Match Starts: 3 pm IST. 

Pallekele, Jun 30 (PTI):

Starting a new era in 50-
over cricket without the
peerless Mithali Raj, the
newly-appointed skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur will
seek an improved perform-
ance across departments
from his players as Indian
women eye a winning start
against hosts Sri Lanka in
a three-match series, start-
ing Friday.

India will be without
their two pillars -- Mithali,
who retired from cricket
earlier this month, and
Jhulan Goswami, who is
nursing a side strain.

The absence of interna-
tional cricket's most prolif-
ic duo is just one of several
concerns for captain Kaur
ahead of the ODI series
opener. The Indians made a
positive start to the tour of

the island nation by win-
ning the T20I series 2-1 but
their performance was far
from perfect and while the
format will change, the reg-
ulars in the side would be
keen to put up a dominant
display against the lowly-
ranked (ninth) Sri Lanka.

"It is new journey for me
also," Kaur, who was hand-
ed the ODI captaincy after
Mithali retired, said at the
pre-match press confer-
ence.

"My main motive is to
improve our fitness and
fielding. These are the two

areas where I personally
want the team to do well
in," she added.

With the seasoned
Jhulan not in the side, the
young and relatively inex-
perienced fast bowling unit
comprising Vastrakar,
Simran Bahadur, Meghna
Singh and Renuka Singh
will be tested by the
Lankan batting line-up
headlined by Chamari
Athapaththu.

The spinners have been
largely on the mark but
struggled in the third
game. Poonam Yadav and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad will
have their task cut out in
the longer format. Kaur
and Harleen Doel, with her
leg breaks, too can pitch in
with some useful overs.

Galle, Sri Lanka, Jun 30 (AP):

Cameron Green and
Alex Carey fired Australia
to a 101-run first-innings
lead against Sri Lanka
after two days of the
first test on Thursday.

Australia was 313-8
at stumps after a rain-
affected day, in reply to
Sri Lanka's 212 all out.

Green's and Carey's
rapidfire stand of 84 runs
from 93 balls propelled
Australia past Sri Lanka's
total and further in
charge.

Green made 77 off 109
deliveries, including six
boundaries, and Carey 45
from 47 after opener
Usman Khawaja kept the
innings together with 71.

Australia looked set for
a bigger lead when it re-
sumed after tea on 233-5
but Carey played a rash
shot against offspinner
Ramesh Mendis and
Dinesh Chandimal took a
well-judged high catch
running behind from wide
mid off. Green and
Mitchell Starc added
37 for the seventh
wicket then Green at-
tempted to sweep a full
ball from Mendis and was
adjudged lbw. He reviewed
the umpire's decision un-
successfully. Starc was the
eighth man out for 10
when he chipped a return

catch to legspinner Jeffrey
Vandersay. Captain Pat
Cummins hit three sixes
and a boundary in a 16-ball
unbeaten 26 to ensure
Australia took the lead

past 100 runs. Nathan
Lyon is with Cummins on
8.

Offspinner Ramesh
Mendis had the best bowl-
ing figures of 4-107 while
Vandersay had 2-68 includ-
ing Khawaja for his first
wickets in his test debut.

Play commenced on the
second day only after the
entire morning session
and one hour of the mid-
dle session were lost be-
cause of heavy wind and
rain.

Australia, 98-3
overnight, lost night-
watchman Travis Head for
6 quickly when he re-
turned a leading edge to
offspinner Dhananjaya de
Silva.

Khawaja and Green
used their feet against
sharp turn and bounce,
easily making singles and
doubles while rotating the
strike. The ploy brought
success on a pitch where
defense didn't seem a wise
option with close catchers
around the bat.

Green stars as Australia
build lead on truncated day

Australia's Cameron Green
raises his bat after scoring a
half century (50 runs) during
the second day of play of the

first cricket Test match
between Sri Lanka and
Australia at the Galle

International Cricket Stadium
in Galle on June 30.

Pallekele, Jun 30 (PTI):

Harmanpreet Kaur, who
begins her reign as a full-
time skipper of the Indian
women's team with the ODI
series against Sri Lanka, is
seeking drastic improve-
ment in fitness and fielding
from her teammates.

Kaur, who was already
leading the Indian T20 side,
was handed the ODI captain-
cy after veteran Mithali Raj
retired from international
cricket earlier this month.
The three-match series be-
ginning here on Friday is
her first assignment as ODI
captain. "I have set some
goals for us. Fitness is very
important for a player. Skills

wise we have coaches but I
want to set an example
where the players can see
me and get motivated to be-
come fit," Kaur said on eve of
the first ODI against Sri
Lanka. "Fitness and fielding
are two things I want my
team to improve. If these
two aspects are covered then
you are the best side,"
Harmanpreet, who is among
the fitter players in the
Indian team, said.

Birmingham, Jun 30 (PTI):

Virat Kohli has set an al-
together different bench-
mark with his 70 interna-
tional hundreds but Rahul
Dravid, from a coach's per-
spective, wants his best bat-
ter to make "match-winning
contributions" even if it is
not a three-figure one like it
has happened over the
years.

Kohli has not scored an
international hundred since
November 2019 but Dravid
dismissed notions that the
owner of 27 Test hundreds
is "lacking in motivation".

"As players, you go
through these phases and I
don't think you need motiva-
tion to be very honest with
you and I think in Virat's

case it is nothing to do with
lack of motivation or de-
sire," Dravid said ahead of
India's rescheduled fifth
Test against England start-
ing here on Friday. "It's not
always focussing on those
three figures like even a 70-
odd (79) in a difficult situa-
tion in Cape Town (vs SA)
was a good innings. Didn't
convert into a three-figure,
but it was a good score.

Kuala Lumpur, Jun 30 (PTI):

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
and Thomas Cup
star HS Prannoy se-

cured contrasting wins to
enter the quarterfinals of
the Malaysia Open Super
750 badminton tourna-
ment here on Thursday.

Unseeded Prannoy, who
won all his matches dur-
ing India's historic
Thomas Cup triumph this
year, registered the biggest
upset of the day when he
eliminated world No. 4
Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei 21-15 21-7
in contest that lasted more

than 30 minutes.
Fresh from his semifi-

nal finish at the Indonesia
Open last week, the 29-
year-old was a slow starter
in both the games. But

once he gained his ground,
there was no stopping the
Indian, who sealed his
last-eight passage with 12
points on the trot.

The world No. 21 Indian

will next face seventh seed
Jonatan Christie of
Indonesia, against whom
his head-to-head record is
3-5.

Former world champion
Sindhu took some time to ad-
just to the game of Thailand
youngster Phittayaporn
Chaiwan as the world No.7
Indian lost the opening game
before pulling off a 19-21 21-9
21-14 win in a 57-minute duel.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
will next face her nemesis
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese
Taipei, against whom she
has a lopsided 5-15 head-to-
head record including a
string of five losses on the
trot.

Wimbledon, Jun 30 (AP):

Yet another of the highest-
ranked players on the men's
tour is out of the tournament
at Wimbledon. Novak Djokovic
or Rafael Nadal are not among
them. Casper Ruud, the runner-
up to Nadal at this year's

French Open, became the sev-
enth of the top 11-ranked male
players to be out of the grass-
court Grand Slam for either
losing early, injury, illness or
being banned. Ruud, who was
seeded third but ranked sixth,
lost to Ugo Humbert of France
3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 on Wednesday

in the second round. Djokovic,
a six-time Wimbledon champi-
on who is looking for his fourth
straight title at the All England
Club, beat Thanasi Kokkinakis
of Australia 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 to
reach the third round. Nadal
advanced to the second round
on Tuesday.

Ruud loses in 2nd round at Wimbledon
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en Prannoy stuns world No. 4, joins Sindhu in quarters

Indian women aiming for
improved show against Sri Lanka

Match starts 10am IST.

Want to motivate players
to get fit: Harmanpreet

I want match-winning contributions
from Virat Kohli : Rahul Dravid

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

NDA nominee
Droupadi Murmu and her
challenger Yashwant
Sinha were the only two
candidates left in the fray
for the July 18 presiden-
tial election after scrutiny
of nomination papers,
Rajya Sabha Secretary
General P C Mody said on
Thursday.

Mody, the returning offi-
cer for the presidential
election, said 115 nomina-
tion papers of 94 persons
were received till
Wednesday, of which 107
were rejected for not meet-
ing the required criteria.

The nomination papers
of Murmu and Sinha four
sets each were found to
fulfil all the requirements
of a valid nomination and

were accepted, he said.
Mody said the list of

contesting candidates will
be published in the
gazette on July 2 after 3
pm, which is the last date
for withdrawal of nomi-
nation.

According to the
Presidential and Vice
Presidential Election Act,
a nomination for the pres-
idential poll is rejected if
it is not backed by 50 pro-
posers and 50 seconders
from the electoral college
made up of members of

Parliament and legislative
assemblies.

The nomination will
also be rejected if an aspi-
rant does not pay Rs 15,000
in cash or present a re-
ceipt showing such an
amount deposited in the
Reserve Bank of India or
a government treasury.
Cheques and demand
drafts are not acceptable
means of paying security
deposit.

Besides Murmu and
Sinha, a host of common-
ers had also filed their pa-
pers for the top constitu-
tional post in the country,
which include a slum
dweller from Mumbai, a
namesake of RJD founder
Lalu Prasad Yadav, a so-
cial activist from Tamil
Nadu and a professor
from Delhi.

Ranipet (TN), Jun 30 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Thursday hit out at oppo-
sition parties for their
'publicity-seeker' jibe
aimed at him and assert-
ed that he is in politics for
over 5 decades and does
not need publicity.

Slamming the opposi-
tion, the Chief Minister
said they criticise him
saying 'Stalin is a publici-
ty seeker'. Stalin asked,
"why do I need publicity?
I am in politics for 55
years. Why do I require
publicity after so many
years?".

Addressing the gather-
ing after inaugurating
new projects here, Stalin
said the DMK regime led
by him has fulfilled about
70-80 per cent of promises
made to the people ahead
of the 2021 Assembly elec-
tion. However, those in
the opposition and some

smaller parties are claim-
ing that the DMK govern-
ment has not honoured
any of its electoral assur-
ances, he said. The
AIADMK and the BJP are
the parties that are appar-
ently targeted by the
Chief Minister.

Referring to Ranipet
District based govern-
ment initiatives, he said
welfare assistance is facil-
itated to as many as 71,103
beneficiaries under vari-
ous departments and it

includes installing solar
powered farm pumps,
housing initiatives, med-
ical insurance, providing
goats and so on. About 70-
80 per cent of all electoral
assurances have been ful-
filled in the state and be-
sides such achievements,
the government is also
implementing a slew of
other projects.

Listing out his govern-
ment's overall achieve-
ments, he said such initia-
tives were not announced
ahead but taken up and
completed in a year.
When this was the case,
the opposition is making
empty accusations.

Alluding to the publici-
ty-seeker remark, Stalin
said it was based on his
visit to 'Narikoravar' and
'Irular' households, where
he ate food with them.
"Did I keep quiet after vis-
iting them and conclude
that my duty was over
with the visit,? he asked.

NEET PG EXAM

Mandaviya to felicitate
top 25 rank holders
each in medicine, 

dental courses
New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya will
interact and felicitate top
25 rank holders in the
NEET PG exam of both
medicine and dental
courses. This is first time
that an Union Health min-
ister will felicitate top
rank holders of the en-
trance exam, officials
said. The NEET PG-2022
results were declared on
June 1.

Mandaviya will also
host a dinner for the top
rank holders. Senior
Health ministry officials
will also be present on the
occasion, they said. The
event comes on the eve of
the National Doctors' Day
which will be observed in
all medical and dental col-
leges across the country,
including all the AIIMS.

‘Child’s Aadhaar not
mandatory for

availing benefits of
Poshan scheme’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):
The Women and Child
Development Ministry has
clarified that a child's
Aadhaar card is not
mandatory for availing the
benefits of nutrition
scheme scheme, and that
these can be accessed
using the mother's biomet-
ric card to register on the
Poshan tracker app.

The clarification came
in response to a media re-
port which claimed that
"millions of children will
soon need Aadhaar IDs to
access their right to a nu-
tritious meal".

The WCD ministry in-
sisted the Aadhar details
of children are not manda-
tory and the ministry is
ensuring that the benefits
of the nutrition scheme is
delivered using the
Aadhar id of the mother.

Police personnel in a scuffle with members of Sarva Hindu Samaj during their protest against the killing of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal, in Udaipur, Thursday.

PROTEST RALLY

‘Adhikar’ is peaceful co-existence,
no one has any right to kill anybody’

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

NHRC chairperson jus-
tice (retd) Arun Kumar
Mishra on Thursday ex-
tolled the ancient wisdom
of India that speaks of
'ahimsa' and other human
virtues, as he asserted that
'adhikar' essentially means
"peaceful co-existence" and
no one has any right to kill
anybody or snatch some-
one else's bread to satiate
their hunger.

In his address at a techni-
cal session held here as
part of a conference on
'Human Rights in Indian
Culture and Philosophy', he
also said that 'ahimsa' (non-
violence) via Buddhism is a
"gift from India" to the
wider world. His comments
come in the backdrop of
brutal killing of a tailor in
Udaipur by two men who

had posted
videos online
that claimed
they were
avenging an in-
sult to Islam.
The two-day
event is being
hosted by the
N a t i o n a l
Human Rights
C o m m i s s i o n
(NHRC) in col-
laboration with
Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA).

"Words used in our scrip-
tures, Vedas, Puranas,
Mahabharata, teaching of
our great persons... Ahimsa
was talked of," Mishra said.
The NHRC chief then cited
Mahatma Gandhi, Raja
Rammohun Roy, Swami
V i v e k a n a n d a ,
R a m a k r i s h n a

Paramahansa,
D a y a n a n d
Saraswati and
said, "then we
have to remem-
ber Akbar also"
in this context.
"Gandhi, Patel
lived with
'ahimsa', it is
taught in
Jainism and
Buddhism too.
F o r t y - s e v e n
countries have

adopted Buddhism, it is gift
from India -- 'ahimsa'.

What Ashoka borrowed
from Buddhism - 'ahimsa'...
What we have given to the
entire world is being talked
about today... Indian cul-
ture, we have not forgotten,
it is in our blood," he said.
He then spoke of 'adhikar'
(rights) and 'dayitva' (du-
ties) as spoken in the

Indian texts.
"'Adhikar' is peaceful co-

existence. No one has any
right to kill anybody or
snatch someone else's
bread to satiate their
hunger or quench their
thirst," the NHRC chief
said. He also talked about
the land being a venerated
'Bhoomi Devi' (Mother
Earth) and River Ganga
being revered as a 'Ganga
Maa' and lamented that so-
ciety was "forgetting its ob-
ligations" there too.

The NHRC chief under-
lined that fertile nature of
land was "being destroyed"
through use of chemicals
and fertilizers as they bene-
fit just a few crops and ren-
der it "unproductive" later.
India is an agriculture-
dominated country and the
land gives breads to mil-
lions, he said.

Private news channel editor
arrested over fraud charges

Bhubaneswar, Jun 30 (PTI): 

Ardhendu Das, a promi-
nent television journalist
from Odisha, has been ar-
rested by the police's
Economic Offences Wing
over a dispute related to
delayed payment to an
equipment vendor who the
scribe claimed had sup-
plied sub-standard hard-
ware, much of which had
been returned.

Das alleged the action
by the state police was a
bid to "suppress" his voice.

EOW officials picked up
Das from his relative's
house at Odagaon in
Nayagarh district on
Wednesday night.

While being
taken for a
health checkup
after his arrest,
Das said, "The
action against
me is intended
to suppress my
voice against
the state gov-
ernment's mis-
deeds. It's a vin-
dictive action. I
had told the EOW that I
would appear before it on
July 1. It was finalised that
the pending amount of the
deal with the company
concerned would be paid
through cheque. The EOW
and the firm are aware of
this. Despite this, I was

picked up."
The EOW

had on June 28
raided the
house of Das
on the basis of
an FIR regis-
tered by a
D e l h i - b a s e d
businessman.
He was ac-
cused of not
paying back Rs

92.47 lakh to the business-
man, who had supplied
equipment for the televi-
sion channel.

Das was, however, not
present at the house dur-
ing the raid even as the
EOW had served him no-
tice twice asking him to

depose before it. He hadn't
appeared before the EOW.

The businessman from
the national capital,
Gagandeep Singh Chawla,
proprietor of Solution
Broadcast company, had
alleged that Das had con-
tacted him in 2020 for buy-
ing equipment for the es-
tablishment of the news
channel. A deal worth Rs 1
crore was finalised.

Though Das had paid
Chawla Rs 10 lakh in ad-
vance for the equipment,
he did not pay the remain-
ing amount within six
months as agreed earlier.
The businessman filed a
case against Das after 20
months, police said.

Ecstatic pilgrims begin journey 
to Amarnath cave shrine

Pahalgam (JK), Jun 30 (PTI): 

Chants of Bam Bam
Bhole' and Har Har
Mahadev' reverberated the
air at daybreak as ecstatic
pilgrims began an arduous
journey of faith to the
Amarnath Cave Shrine
housed among the mighty
Himalaya peaks at an eleva-
tion of 3880 metres.

The first batch of about
2750 pilgrims left the
Nunwan base camp here on
the Pahalgam-
Chandanwari route after
being flagged off by Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag,
Piyush Singla, and secre-
tary Tribal Affairs, Shahid
Choudhary early in the
morning. Wearing their

faith on their sleeves, the
pilgrims men, including
sadhus, women, old, young
and children freshened by
an early morning cool

breeze of the famous
tourist resort, assembled at
the gates of the base camp
after reaching here on
Wednesday.

As the first light of the
day broke out, their chants
filled the air with fervour
something which they
hope to carry along the pil-
grimage, to the naturally
formed ice-lingam at the
cave shrine, which usually
takes three days on foot via
this route with night halts
at Sheeshnag and
Panchtarni.

The pilgrims expressed
happiness over the re-
sumption of the annual pil-
grimage this year after a
gap of almost three years.
In 2019, the Yatra was cur-
tailed days ahead of the ab-
rogation of Article 370. The
pilgrimage did not take
place in 2020 and 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Murmu, Sinha in fray for presidential
poll after scrutiny of papers

Monsoon brings season’s 1st
heavy rain spell in Delhi

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI): 

The monsoon
reached Delhi on
Thursday yielding
the season's first
spell of heavy rain
which provided
respite from the op-
pressive heat and

covered the precipitation
deficit but brought vehicu-
lar traffic in the capital to a
screeching halt.

Most parts of the capital
reported moderate to heavy
rainfall. The Safdarjung ob-
servatory, Delhi's base sta-
tion, recorded 110 mm of
rainfall in just six hours
starting at 8:30 am, which is
also the maximum on a day
in June in at least 14 years.
The capital had gauged
235.5mm of rainfall on

June 18, 1936, which is an
all-time record. On an aver-
age, Delhi logs 65.5 mm of
rainfall in the month of
June. The weather station
at Lodhi Road gauged
102.2mm of precipitation
during this period. Ridge
got 62.4mm, Palam 31.4mm

and Ayanagar 48.3 mm of
rainfall. Rainfall recorded
below 15 mm is considered
light, between 15 and 64.5
mm is moderate, between
64.5 mm and 115.5 mm is
heavy, between 115.6 and
204.4 is very heavy.
Anything above 204.4 mm

is considered extremely
heavy rainfall. The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said the south-
west monsoon further ad-
vanced into Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmiri, some parts of
Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan on June 30.

"The northern limit of
monsoon now passes
through Deesa, Ratlam,
Tonk, Sikar, Rohtak,
Pathankot," it said. The
southwest monsoon usually
arrives in the national capi-
tal on June 27 and covers
the entire country by July 8.
The showers, however,
brought the familiar sight
of snaking lines of vehicles
stuck on waterlogged roads
for interminable minutes.
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‘I don’t need publicity’

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Ring Road during
monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Youth cool themselves in the water of Dal Lake on a hot and humid day, in Srinagar on Thursday.
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Pilgrims on the way to Amarnath cave shrine, near
Chandanwari base camp, at Pahalgam in Anantnag 
district, Thursday.


