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Aircraft crash
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A Cessna 152
aircraft belonging to
pilot training organisa-
tion GATI crashed near
the Birasal airstrip in
Odisha on Monday, injur-
ing its student pilot, sen-
ior officials of aviation
regulator DGCA said. The
student pilot has been
taken to a hospital and
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) has started an
investigation into this
incident, they said.

Terrorist arrested
Jammu: A suspected ter-
rorist was arrested
Monday, along with an
improvised explosive
device (IED), from his
house in Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
senior police officer said.
The arrest and recovery
of the IED followed bust-
ing of a module run by
local Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist
Mohammad Amin alias
Khubaib , who is present-
ly operating from
Pakistan and making des-
perate attempts to revive
militancy in Chenab val-
ley region.

Odd-even rule 
Gangtok: To curb traffic
congestion in the Sikkim
state capital Gangtok, the
state Transport
Department has issued a
notification implementing
the odd-even rule for pri-
vate vehicles beginning
from Monday. The notifi-
cation said that the odd-
even system for move-
ment of private vehicles
will be implemented for
better traffic manage-
ment . According to the
notification, private four-
wheelers bearing regis-
tration numbers ending
with 1,3, 5, 7, and 9 will
be permitted to ply
between 9.30 am and 5
pm within the municipal
area of Gangtok on odd
dates of the month.

Cops assault
HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  A man here
has alleged that he suf-
fered injuries after being
assaulted by police per-
sonnel, even as police
on Monday denied the
allegations. The incident
happened a few days
ago with a video of it
going viral on social
media purportedly
showing some police
personnel trying to take
away a wooden log
closely held by the man,
who is lying on the
ground.Later, a police-
man is purportedly seen
kicking the man after he
is seen charging towards
the official.
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A healthworker 
administers a COVID-19 

vaccine to a student during
a door-to-door campaign, in

Guwahati, Monday.
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New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday
conducted raids against
arrested Delhi minister
Satyendar Jain as part of
a money-laundering probe
linked to an alleged
hawala dealings case
being conducted against
him, officials said.

The raids, including
that at the residential
premises of Jain in Delhi
and other locations, are
being conducted as part of
a “follow up” in the case,
they said. Jain, 57, was ar-
rested on May 30 under the
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
and he is in ED custody till
June 9.

The agency is under-
stood to have found some
new evidence and links
after it questioned Jain
and some alleged hawala
operators over the last few

days. The raids were
launched to gather further
details on these inputs, of-
ficials said. Jain is cur-
rently a minister without
any portfolio in the Delhi
government. Over half-a-
dozen portfolios of Jain
were transferred to
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on June 2.
Delhief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has defended
Jain as a “hardcore honest
and patriot” person who
was being “framed in a
false case” and hoped the
minister will come out
clean after the ED probe.

In April, the ED had at-
tached assets worth Rs 4.81
crore of Jain’s family and
companies “beneficially
owned and controlled” by

him as part of the probe.
In a statement then, the

ED had said it issued a
provisional order under
the PMLA to “attach im-
movable properties worth
Rs 4.81 crore belonging to
Akinchan Developers Pvt.
Ltd., Indo Metal Impex Pvt
Ltd, Paryas Infosolutions
Pvt. Ltd., Manglayatan
Projects Pvt. Ltd., J.J. Ideal
Estate Pvt. Ltd., Swati
Jain, wife of Vaibhav Jain,
Sushila Jain, wife of Ajit
Prasad Jain, and Indu
Jain, wife of Sunil Jain.”

The probe found that
“during 2015 and 2016,
when Satyendar Kumar
Jain was a public servant,
the companies beneficially
owned and controlled by
him received accommoda-
tion entries to the tune of
Rs 4.81 crore from shell
(paper) companies against
cash transferred to
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators through the hawala
route.”

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The BJP should imme-
diately arrest those who
have defamed India at the
international level instead
of enacting a drama of ac-
tion , the Congress said on
Monday, hitting out at the

ruling party for its func-
tionaries’ remarks against
Prophet Mohammad.
Several Congress leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi
and P Chidambaram,
spoke out on the issue as
did the party on its
Twitter handle. On

Sunday, the BJP suspend-
ed its national spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma and
expelled the party’s Delhi
unit media head Naveen
Jindal for their controver-
sial remarks following
widespread anger in sever-
al Gulf countries.

Asking why those re-
sponsible for putting out
offensive comments that
led to global outrage had

not been arrested yet, the
Congress said it was unac-
ceptable for the nation to
apologise for such mis-
takes.

“Divided internally,
India becomes weak exter-
nally. BJP’s shameful big-
otry has not only isolated
us, but also damaged
India’s standing globally,”
Rahul Gandhi said on
Twitter.

Work on Bodhghat
irrigation project will
start only with locals•

consent: Baghel

Raipur: The construction
of Bodhghat irrigation proj-
ect on the Indravati river
will be started only with the
consent of people in the
Bastar region, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said on Monday.
Development works are
linked to the interest of peo-
ple. Bodhghat project will
not be commenced until the
people of Bastar give their
nod, Baghel told reporters
in Kanker district.
Development works are
being carried out at a rapid
pace in Bastar since his gov-
ernment came to power,and
the decisions taken by the
government for boosting
rural development and agri-
culture have bettered the
people’s economic condi-
tions, the CM claimed.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday launched a
special series of coins that
are also •visually impaired
friendly•. The coins of Re 1, Rs
2, 5, 10 and 20 denominations
will have the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav (AKAM) design.
They are not commemorative
coins and will be part of circu-
lation. •These new series of
coins will remind people of
the goal of amrit kal and
motivate people to work
towards the development of

the country,Ž Modi said
while addressing the •Iconic
Week Celebrations• of the
Ministry of Finance.
Meanwhile, lenders like
HDFC Bank and Axis Bank
said these special coins will
be distributed through select
branches. Modi also
launched the •Jan Samarth
portal• „ a credit-linked por-
tal of 12 government
schemes. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
each of these schemes will
be displayed on the portal. 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Monday said that the era
of generalisation is over
and there is a need for a
role specific training
module to impart citizen-
centric service delivery
mechanism, which is the
core of all governance
models.

He also called for in-
creased use of technolo-
gy in learning and train-
ing modules besides ad-
vocating integrated
training modules in gov-
ernance for Central
Training Institutions
(CTIs). The Minister of
State for Personnel was

presiding over a joint
meeting attended by sen-
ior officials of the
Department of
Personnel & Training
(DoPT) and Central
Training Institutions
like Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration (LB-

SNAA), Mussoorie,
Indian Institute of
Public Administration
(IIPA), Institute of
Secretariat Training and
Management (ISTM) and
CBI Academy.

Singh said that the era
of generalisation is over
and there is a need for a
Role specific module and
panel to impart citizen-
centric delivery mecha-
nism, which is the core
of all governance mod-
els, a statement issued by
the Personnel Ministry
said.

The minister assured
all CTIs to look into the
issues of shortage of fac-
ulty and at the same time
advised them to become

financially self-sustain-
able. He said that the aim
of Mission Karmayogi is
to impart futuristic vi-
sion to civil services
which could effectively
determine the roadmap
for next 25 years and
shape the India of 2047,
the statement said.

Singh called upon CTIs
to prepare institutional
interactive curriculum
and come forward to in-
volve other training in-
stitutions of the country
in this endeavour.

He stressed on spe-
cialised training faculty
from different strata and
inclusion of more
women faculty members
amongst other issues.

Detroit, Jun 06 (AP):

Elon Musk is threaten-
ing to end his USD 44 bil-
lion agreement to buy
Twitter, accusing the com-
pany of refusing to give
him information about its
spam bot accounts.

Lawyers for the Tesla
and SpaceX CEO made the
threat in a letter to Twitter
dated Monday that the so-
cial platform included in a
filing with the Securities
and Exchange
Commission. The letter
says Musk has repeatedly
asked for the information
since May 9, about a
month after his offer to
buy the company, so he
could evaluate how many

of the company’s 229 mil-
lion accounts are fake. A
message was left early
Monday seeking comment
from Twitter. The lawyers
say in the letter that
Twitter has offered only to
provide details about the
company’s testing meth-
ods. But they contend
that’s tantamount to refus-
ing Mr. Musk’s data re-

quests. Musk wants data
so he can do his own verifi-
cation of what he says are
Twitter’s lax methodolo-
gies. The lawyers say that
based on Twitter’s latest
correspondence, Musk be-
lieves the company is re-
sisting and thwarting his
information rights under
the April merger agree-
ment.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
will launch a first-of-its-
kind free course on “Out
of the Box Thinking”
through mathematics to
encourage innovative
thinking, officials said on
Monday.

The institute is target-
ing as many as one mil-
lion school and college
students, besides working
professionals and re-
searchers through the on-
line course, they said.

“This course is the first
of its kind in India and
will make a major impact
in the days to come. We
will see the benefits of
this course in the next few
years,” Director of IIT

Madras V Kamakoti said.
The course is being of-

fered free of cost, he said,
adding that it will greatly
benefit school and college
students, especially those
residing in rural India.

“Out of the box think-
ing is solving problems
through an indirect and
creative approach, using
reasoning that is not im-
mediately obvious and in-
volving ideas that may not
be obtainable by using
only traditional step-by-
step logic,” Kamakoti
said.

In this unique course,
such thinking is empha-
sised through rediscover-
ing the known and un-
known facts of mathemat-
ics logically with an inter-
esting, broader perception

of the manner of doing it,
he added. Kamakoti ex-
plained that the course
will present multiple ap-
proaches to problem-solv-
ing and debunk the myth
that problem-solving is
only for a select few. It will
introduce new techniques
in an easy-to-understand
fashion.

“With logic being the
undercurrent in the study
of mathematics, it is es-
sential to develop broader
thinking through its appli-
cations in the expanding
world of technology. From
solving a fun Sudoku puz-
zle to completing an im-
portant scheduled project,
the logic of working is
much more important
than the arithmetic in-
volved in it.

Mumbai, Jun 06 (PTI):

Rubbishing media re-
ports about his health, vet-
eran actor Dharmendra
on Monday posted a video
on social media asking
fans to “think positive”
and not give credence to
rumours.

In a 42 second-long
video posted on his
Twitter page,
Dharmendra said he
might have been mum on
the speculative stories in
the media regarding his
well being but he was “not
ill”.

“Friends, be positive,
think positive. Life will be
positive. I’m silent, but not
ill. Rumours keep crop-

ping up,” the 86-year-old
said in the clip. Citing the
lyrics of the song “Bura
Mat Suno” from his 1969
hit film “Aya Sawan
Jhoom Ke”, the superstar
urged his fans to take care.

“Love each other, be
good to each other. Life
will be beautiful,” he said
in the video.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):
A helicopter of Thumby
Aviation on May 31
bounced and turned by 270
degrees while landing at
Kedarnath helipad, follow-
ing which aviation regula-
tor DGCA asked the chop-
per pilots to exercise cau-
tion whenever there are
tailwinds when they are
heading for landing, offi-
cials said on Monday. The
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
started an investigation
into this incident, its offi-
cials said. On May 31, at ap-
proximately 1.30 PM, a Bell
407 helicopter belonging to
Thumby Aviation Pvt Ltd,

while landing at
Kedarnath helipad had an
uncontrolled, very hard
landing, they noted. The
helicopter had made an un-
stabilized approach to the
helipad, and during the
touchdown, the helicopter
struck the helipad surface
hard, bounced and after
having lost direction by
about 270 degrees, again
settled down hard on the
ground, they said. The reg-
ulator issued an advisory
after the incident in which
it said “pilots are to exer-
cise caution for presence of
any tailwinds during ap-
proaches, especially at Shri
Kedarnath helipad”.

Teenage girl and
man paraded  with
garlands of shoes 

CChhhhiinnddwwaarraa  ((MMPP))::  A 17-year-
old girl and a 48-year-old man,
who is her relative, were
allegedly abused and paraded
with garlands of shoes around
their necks in a village in
Madhya Pradesh•s Gwalior dis-
trict as punishment for •elop-
ingŽ by some people, police said
on Monday, adding eight per-
sons involved in the crime were
arrested. The alleged incident
occurred at Ambajhiri village
under the Mohkhed police sta-
tion area on Saturday, following
which a case was registered, a
police officer said.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Vivek Agrawal told reporters
that the police have taken a
serious note of the incident and
a case was registered against
eight identified persons and
others under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
the Juvenile Justice Act.

ED conducts raids against
Delhi Minister Satyendar Jain

Residence of Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain
during a raid by ED in an alleged money laundering
case, in New Delhi, Monday.

Modi launches new series
of coins with AKAM design

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releases a special
series of coins during iconic week celebration of
the Ministry of Finance, in New Delhi, Monday.

Bengaluru, Jun 06 (PTI):

Expressing displeasure
that government officials
were not following the or-
ders of the High Court, a
division bench of the
Karnataka HC on Monday
made an observation that
“it’s time an IAS officer is
sent to jail”.

A single-judge bench or-
dered the state on July 19,
2021 to issue a notification
within two months of a
draft amendment rules re-
garding merging Group-C
with Group-B jobs in the
various municipalities of
the state. An employees as-
sociation of the
Karnataka city municipal-

ity workers had filed a con-
tempt petition as the sin-
gle judge order was not fol-
lowed. The matter came
up for hearing on May 31,
2022 but the state govern-
ment had failed to issue
the notification.

The HC had posted the
hearing to June 6 and di-
rected Additional Chief
Secretary Rakesh Singh of
the Urban Development
Department and M S
Archana, director of
Municipal Administration
to be present.

On Monday, both the of-
ficers were present before
the division bench of the
court headed by Chief
Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi.

•Time to send 
an IAS officer to jail•

HC over officers not following court orders

Cong demands arrest of BJP 
functionaries for remarks against Prophet

Activists shout slogans as they react to remarks of
suspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma on Prophet
Muhammad during a protest in Mumbai, Monday.

Delhi Police registers FIR after Nupur
Sharma alleges death threats 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi Police has registered an FIR on a com-
plaint by Nupur Sharma in which the suspended BJP
spokesperson alleged that she is receiving death threats
after her remarks on Prophet Mohammad, officials said on
Monday. •Based on the FIR, we have initiated a probe into
the matter,Ž a senior police official said.

Musk threatens to walk
away from Twitter deal

•Need for role specific training module 
for babus for citizen-centric governance•

Dharmendra refutes 
ill health rumours

�„ I•m silent, but not ill

IIT Madras to launch •Out of the Box Thinking•
course, targets one million students

Helicopter bounces and
turns by 270 degrees while

landing at Kedarnath
DGCA begins probe

Sitaram Saraf 
Bhi la i :
Ret i red
D S P
Sitaram
S a r a f
left for
heavenly
abode at
the age of 86 years on
Monday. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at 15-A, Pragati
Nagar, Risali on June 07
around 13:30 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Risali Muktidham. He
was the father of
Kamlesh, Sanjay,
Sandeep, Naveen Saraf,
Manju Soni and Shalini
Soni and father-in-law of
DSP (Surajpur) Prakash
Soni and Judge
(Dantewada) Sanjay
Kumar Soni.
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MPUS organises plantation programme
on World Environment Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Maharana
Pratap Udyan Samiti,
Nehru Nagar (West) or-
ganised a plantation pro-
gramme on June 5 to mark
World Environment Day.
Members of various social
organizations such as
Bharat Vikas Parishad,
Rashtriya Suraksha
Jagran Manch, Laughter
and Yoga Club including
children participated en-
thusiastically in the cam-
paign.

Present as Chief Guest
Neha Sahu, BMC
Corporator and MiC
member Incharge
Horticuture Department
planted sapling and high-
lighted the need of plant-

ing trees to protect envi-
ronment. VN Pandey
(FANS) took the opportu-
nity to throw light on the
importance of water con-
servation. At the  outset

Sushma Jhamb gave the
welcome address while
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by SN Modi.

Among others who also
expressed their views

were Umesh Chitlangiya
and SC Goyal. Ajay Shukla
administered oath to pro-
tect the environment.
Different types of fruit
bearing plants as well as
Peepal and Neem were
planted.

Prominent among those
present were KK Singhal,
Anil Daga, Ashok Vaidya,
SN Modi, RK Sarada,
Rajeev Singh, Bhatendra
Singh, RK Bhalla, Anil
Bharadwaj, MK
Chandrakar, Mahesh
Kumar, SK Kundu, SK
Srivastava, Madhulika
Srivastava and others.
Information on this ac-
count was given by VN
Pandey, Patron, Maharana
Pratap Udhyan Samiti
(MPUS).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Saplings
were planted at SAIL-
BSP'S RMP 3 to mark
World Environment Day
under the leadership of
Rajeev Kumar Srivastava,
CGM (RMP). 25 saplings
were planted and a pledge
was taken to keep the
plants safe.

Srivastava in his ad-
dress said that RMP-3 col-
lective is committed to-
wards environment con-
servation. Every sapling
planted has to be kept safe
and conserved, spreading
greenery, he said.

RMP 3 is a Modex unit
and has been undertaking
tree plantation activities
since its inception. As

many as 200 saplings have
been planted so far in RMP
3. All efforts are being
taken to nurture the plants.
During the plantation on
Environment day, Neem
saplings were planted
which is highly beneficial
for the environment. RMP

3 focuses on Environment
conservation activities
apart from Production.
Present on the occasion
were Ratan Mukherjee,
GM, Rampal, Sushanta Pal,
DGM, Digendra Kumar
Verma, officials, employ-
ees and contract labour.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: To in-
crease the sales of their
product, many companies
give gifts to their distribu-
tors, wholesalers and retail-
ers. Similarly, pharmaceu-
tical companies often pro-
vide expensive gifts to doc-
tors to increase the sales of
their medicines.
Companies take advantage
of income tax by putting
this expense under the
head of sales promotion,
but the gift recipient nei-
ther includes them in his
income nor mentions it in
his return. But now the
beneficiaries will not be
able to hide this benefit
anymore.

CA Piyush Jain in-

formed that
under the new
rules of Tax
Deducted at
Source (TDS),
the gift recipient
will have to in-
clude such gifts
and perks in his
income. This pro-
vision is set to take effect
from July 1, 2022. However,
this rule will not apply for
gifts up to Rs 20,000. Jain
said that the purpose of
this new rule is to bring all
types of business profits or
perquisites in the category
of taxable income through
TDS. Even after accepting
expensive gifts, those who
do not use paid tax, will
now have to pay tax on it.

CA Piyush Jain further

informed that
section 194R has
been added to the
Income Tax Act
by expanding the
provisions of
T D S .
Accordingly, the
company provid-
ing such gifts

will charge 10 per cent TDS
from the recipient of the
gift. Gift or that item will be
given only after deducting
TDS. After this, the compa-
ny will also mention the
same in the TDS return of
the Income Tax
Department and will also
deposit the amount recov-
ered from the recipient. He
added that with the filing of
TDS return, the Income
Tax Department would

know to whom the gift was
given and what was its
value. Simultaneously, it
will automatically appear
in 26AS in the income tax
portal of the beneficiary.
Accordingly, the gift recipi-
ents will also have to add
the cost of this gift to their
income and they can no
longer hide it.

Detailing about the ex-
emptions, Jain informed
that sole proprietorship
firms, Hindu Undivided
Families whose sales from
business are less than Rs 1
crore or receipts from pro-
fession in the previous fi-
nancial year are less than
Rs 50 lakhs. This rule will
not apply if the beneficiary
of the benefit or perquisite
is not a citizen of India.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Police have
arrested two ruffians on
charges of bike lifting
while two others were ar-
rested on charges of pur-
chasing the stolen vehicles.
The accused used to target
the parked vehicles near
BSP Main Gate and other
places in the twin city. 04
bikes and two scooters
were seized from the pos-
session of the accused.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Monday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Bhatti Police
Station received a tip off re-
garding a suspect who was
looking for customers to
sell a bike. The suspect
Kamalkant Prasad (31) son
of Late Bhagwat Prasad a

resident of Atal Awas
Colony, Umda was taken
into custody. During inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have stolen bikes from dif-
ferent places. He further
disclosed that Pawan
Kumar Nag (35) son of
Sudhanshu Nag a resident
of Vasundhara Nagar
Bhilai 03 assisted him in
stealing vehicles from
Bhilai Steel Plant Main
Gate and other places in
Bhilai and Durg. The ac-

cused further informed
that he sold a stolen
Passion Pro (CG 07 AU
3197) to his relative Rakesh
Dhritalhare for Rs 15,000
and another stolen Passion
Pro Bike Devrikhurd Torva
resident Dipank Raj
Labhatre for Rs 15,000.
Police arrested his accom-
plice as well as the pur-
chasers and recovered the
stolen vehicles.

Inspector Krishna
Kumar Kushwaha, ASI

Nagendra Banchaur, ASI
Praveen Singh, Constable
Rajendra Bansod, Hiresh
Sahu and Shailesh Yadav
played a remarkable role in
arresting the accused. The
accused Kamalkant Prasad
(31) son of Late Bhagwat
Prasad a resident of Atal
Awas Umda Old Bhilai;
Rakesh Dhritalhare (32)
son of Champuram
Dhritalhare a resident of
Satnami Para, Village
Oteband (Nandini); Pawan
Kumar Nag (35) son of
Sudhanshu Nag a resident
of Vasundhara Nagar
Bhilai 03; and Dipank Raj
Labhatre (32) son of
Kamlesh Kumar a resident
Devrikhurd, Police Station
Torwa, District Bilaspur
were booked under the pro-
visions mentioned in sec-
tion 379 of IPC.

BMC-GBM passes two
important resolutions

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: A special
General Body Meeting of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation was held on
Monday. After brief dis-
cussion, two significant
resolutions were passed by
the general body. As the
ruling Congress is in ma-
jority, both the resolutions
were passed without any
trouble. The opposition
tried to raise some other
issues but failed in their
attempt.

The GBM began with
Rashtra Geet and Rajya
Geet at 11:00 hrs. The rul-
ing Congress tabled two
important proposals re-
garding approval of

quantifiable data of OBC
and Economically
Weaker Sections survey
and the proposal for selec-
tion of building and land
for establishment of state
level C-Mart. Both the
proposals were approved
after brief discussion
within an hour. Girwar
Bunty Sahu chaired the
meeting.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve were also present.
After discussion, the first
resolution was passed at
around 11:27 hrs to ap-
prove the quantifiable
data of the survey of
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker

Sections while the second
resolution was passed at
around 11:51 hrs.

The GBM ended with
the national anthem. MiC
members Laxmipati Raju,
Siju Anthony, Ekansh
Banchore, Sandeep
Nirankari, Saket
Chandrakar, Keshav
Choubey, Neha Sahu,
Aditya Singh, Rita Singh
Gera, Chandrashekhar
Gavai, Lal Chand Verma,
Malti Thakur, Meera
Banjare, Corporation offi-
cials including Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma, Nodal Officer
Preeti Singh and others
were present.

Police tightens noose around
drug peddlers; four held 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Durg
Police is taking continuous
action against the people
involved in illegal trade
and smuggling of intoxi-
cants and psychotropic
drugs. In this sequel, two
peddlers were arrested
with 207 sachets of Brown
Sugar in Mohan Nagar
Police Station area while
two others were arrested
with 223 tablets of sched-
uled psychotropic drugs in
Khursipar.

Total value of the seized
intoxicants is around Rs 5
lakhs. The accused used to
move around on bikes to
sell the drugs to addicts.
The arrests were the out-
come of the joint action
conducted by Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
Durg, Mohan Nagar Police
Station and Khursipar
Police Station.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Monday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that they are con-

ducting a continuous cam-
paign against the smug-
glers, dealers and peddlers
of narcotics drugs and
other intoxicants.
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, CSP (Durg)
Abhishek Jha, CSP
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Patel and DSP (Crime)
Nassar Siddiqui are super-
vising the operations in
their respective jurisdic-
tions.

The joint teams of ACCU
led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Inspector KK
Vajpayee (SHO, Mohan
Nagar) and Inspector
Trinath Tripathi (SHO,
Khursipar) succeeded in
trapping the drug peddlers
from two different places.
Police teams are maintain-
ing vigil on suspects and
people who were earlier ar-
rested in connection with
similar offences. The drug
peddlers, who were re-
leased from jail, were also
being monitored. Recently,
Police received a tip off re-
garding Bablu Yadav and

Lucky Mahar, residents of
Shivpara Durg who were
possessing large quantities
of brown sugar and were
selling it to addicts near
Green Chowk, Kudrapara.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and Bablu Yadav and
Lucky Mahar were round-
ed up near Kundarapara,
Green Chowk. On search-
ing, 100 sachets of Brown
Sugar (10.05 grams) and Rs
500 were recovered from
the possession of the ac-
cused Bablu Yadav. 107 sa-
chets of Brown Sugar (11.12
grams) and Rs 600 cash
were recovered from the

possession of the accused
Lucky Mahar. They were
arrested and further action
is being taken by Mohan
Nagar Police Station.

In another case, Police
received a tip off regarding
two suspects Rakesh Singh
and Prakash Bhagat who
were roaming around on a
Hero Honda MotorCycle
(CG 07 CD 2768) in
Khursipar area and ped-
dling intoxicating tablets.
Police laid a trap and the
suspects were rounded up
at HSCL Colony Khursipar.
On searching, 120 tablets of
Nitrazepam and Rs 50 cash

were recovered from
Rakesh Singh while 103
tablets of Nitrazepam were
recovered from Prakash
Bhagat. Action was taken
on the spot after recovering
the psychotropic tablets
and the motorcycle number
CG 07 CD 2768 used in the
incident.

SI Vyas Singh Parmar,
ASI Kirendra Singh of
Mohan Nagar Police
Station and SI Mahendra
Jaisingh of Khursipar
Police Station and ASI
Shamit Mishra, Constable
Pradeep Singh, Jagjit
Singh, Farooq Khan,
Keshav Sahu, Chitrasen
Sahu, Dhirendra Yadav,
Tileshwar Rathor, Vikrant
Kumar, Narendra Sahare,
Govardhan Chauhan,
Arvind Mishra, Satyendra
Mandhariya, Avon
Banchore, Rinku Soni, Anil
Singh, Rakesh Anna, D
Prakash, Ramesh Pandey,
Vijay Paswan, Constable
Aarti Singh of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit Durg
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the peddlers.

Bike lifters and purchasers arrested Dealer incentives like gifts and perk 
to attract tax: CA Piyush Jain

Saplings planted at RMP 3 to 
mark World Environment Day

Applications invited
for BSP•s Inter-

department Singing
competition

Bhilai, Jun 06: Inter-de-
partment multilingual
singing competition is
being organised by SAIL-
BSP's Sports, Culture and
Civic amenities depart-
ment from June 21-25,
2022 at Mahatma Gandhi
Kala Mandir, Civic 
centre.

Songs can be sung in
Hindi and Non-Hindi lan-
guages (Chhattisgarhi,
Bengali, Marathi,
Telugu, Tamil, Punjabi,
Bhojpuri etc.). Details of
the competition can be
obtained from Sports,
Culture and Civic
Amenities department at
Academy complex,
Bokaro hostel (near
Boria Gate), Sector-04
during office hours.

SEFI approaches top authorities for resolution of pending issues 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: For ami-
cable resolution of the
pending issues of the exec-
utives of Steel Sector
PSUs, SEFI recently ap-
proached the top authori-
ties in the Ministry of
Steel including Union
Minister of State for Steel,
Steel Secretary and Joint
Secretary (Steel).

A delegation of SEFI
had detailed discussions
with the Union Minister of
State for Steel Faggan
Singh Kulaste, Steel
Secretary Sanjay Singh
and Joint Secretary (Steel)
Abhijit Narendra on other
pending issues of the offi-
cers of the steel sector at
Udyog Bhawan New Delhi.

The issues included the
arrears of perks of 11
months (from 26.11.2008 to

04.10.2009), implementa-
tion of third pay revision
in MECON soon, the incre-
mental PRP of the finan-
cial year 2018-19, early
commencement of promo-
tions pending from previ-
ous years of officers RINL,
start payment of "DASA"
(Difficult Area Service
Allowance) to executives
of NMDC; payment of gra-
tuity as per third pay revi-
sion to officers who retired
from January 2017 to
February 2018, interest on
the amount of SAIL pen-
sion scheme; 39 months ar-
rears (from 01.01.2017 to
31.03.2020) of third pay re-
vision, action against ille-
gal occupants and trans-
ferring power supply in
Bhilai township to CSPD-
CL. They also asserted for
strategic merger of steel
plants instead of disinvest-

ment.
SEFI Chairman request-

ed to recommend adjust-
ment of incremental bene-
fit in the calculation of
DPE as per the guidelines
of DPE. It needs to be men-
tioned here that in the fi-
nancial year 2017-18, SAIL
declared a total loss before

tax of Rs 759 crore and de-
clared a total profit before
tax of Rs 3338 crore in the
year 2018-19.

He demanded to calcu-
late the PRP on the basis of
the incremental profit of
Rs 4097 crores to provide
the benefit of the turn-
around in SAIL to the offi-

cers as encouragement.
Similarly, despite the

necessary orders of CAT
for payment of perks for 11
months from 26.11.2008 to
05.10.2009, SAIL
Management is not mak-
ing payment. It is a living
example of the negligence
of the then SAIL manage-

ment. To make this pay-
ment as per the guidelines
of the government, SAIL
management had to pass a
resolution in the board
meeting in April 2008 and
send it to the ministry, but
the irony is that at that
time the top management
of SAIL was busy in its ex-
cursions in Europe.

They delayed in placing
this proposal within the
time limit given under the
government guidelines. At
that time there was a sur-
plus amount available
with SAIL. SEFI appealed
to CAT for 11 months
perks in SAIL and the deci-
sion was given by CAT in
favor of SEFI.

Against this decision,
SAIL management has
filed a petition in the
Calcutta High Court. SEFI
appealed to the Ministry of

Steel to get this issue re-
solved.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar Banchor
informed that at present,
many illegal occupants
have captured the BSP
quarters and other proper-
ty in Bhilai Township.
Some influential people
who are providing protec-
tion to these illegal occu-
pants often try to hinder
the Town Services
Department from taking
action against them.

SEFI urged the Ministry
of Steel to issue necessary
guidelines to vacate the il-
legal occupants of BSP
houses/lands. SEFI
Chairman Narendra
Kumar Banchore, General
Secretary Abkash Malik,
Deputy General Secretary
R Satish were present in
the meetings.
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CLEANING OF DEBRIS

The debris from the old boundary wall of city•s landkmark •Budhatalab• is being removed prior to construction of
new boundary wall here on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 06:
Addressing a press confer-
ence held  in Kanker today,
the Chief Minister said
“Development works are
connected to public con-
cerns. He added that devel-
opment works are being
done at a rapid pace in the
tribal dominated Bastar re-
gion of Chhattisgarh.
Bastar has progressed at a
good pace in terms of de-
velopment in the last three
and half years. The deci-
sions taken by the govern-
ment for boosting rural de-
velopment and agriculture
have strengthened the eco-
nomic condition of the
people here.

Speaking on how the
government is bringing
prosperity in the lives of
all through Nyay Yojana,
Baghel said the beneficiar-
ies are receiving money in
the bank accounts on the

stipulated time under
Nyay scheme. This has re-
sulted in an increase in de-
mand for opening banks.
Besides, this has also re-
sulted in a massive uptick
in purchase of vehicles
and opening of new show-
rooms of tractors, cars,
and bikes. The change in
policy of minor forest pro-
duce procurement on MSP
has brought prosperity in
the lives of forest dwellers
and tribals. The purchase
of Mahua has increased.
Value addition is being
done from cashew to mil-
lets and mahua. In the field

of education, people are
getting better facilities
through Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools
and in health through mo-
bile medical units in Haat
Bazar.

The Chief Minister said
that strict instructions
have been given to ensure
that there should be no
delay in any work of pub-
lic interest. Very little or
no complaints are being re-
ceived from the public due
to the smooth functioning
of administration.
However, complaints re-
garding settlement error

have been received in a few
places. For this, instruc-
tions have been given to
rectify the error by con-
ducting a drone survey.
Tourism facilities are also
being expanded rapidly in
Bastar. We are also expand-
ing the air services. Better
implementation of govern-
ment schemes is being
done at the ground level.
Work will also be done to
rectify the problems no-
ticed during the Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan.
Instructions have been
given to the authorities
and officials concerned to
ensure implementation of
the announcements made
during the meet and greet
programme within the fif-
teen days. Deputy Speaker
Mr. Manoj Mandavi,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Mrs. Anila Bhediya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Shishupal Sori, Chief
Minister’s Advisor Mr.
Rajesh Tiwari along with
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

Pace of development works high: CM
�Q In the tribal-domi-

nated Bastar region

BJP won•t succeed in its
horse-trading: Rajeev

Raipur, Jun 06: The
newly appointed Rajya
Sabha MP from
Chhattisgarh and
Observer Rajeev Shukla
met the MLAs from
Haryana camping in a pri-
vate hotel in Raipur. Prior
to meeting the MLAs,
Rajeev Shukla said that
under any circumstances,
Congress is going to win,
as the party is having
number of MLAs required
to win the seat and the
party will definitely win
the same.

Commenting upon the
statement made by the
Leader of Opposition in
VS Dharamlal Kaushik,
Shukla charged that BJP
is always involved in
horse-trading, but  they

would not succeed in
Haryana. Rather it is
Congress which is going to
win. At present the train-
ing of MLAs is going on in
Congress and he would be
meeting the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
as well.

Speaking further he
said that three MLAs of
Haryana are with
Congress and they are
working in the party line. I
would be going to meet the
party MLAs. Meanwhile
the Forest Minister
Mohammed Akbar also
went to meet the MLAs
from Haryana camping in
Raipur.

Claims that party
has got full support
to win the RS seat 

Ch•garh continues to sizzle under scorching heat
Raipur, Jun 06:
Chhattisgarh continued to
reel under scorching heat
on Monday as mercury hov-
ered over 45 degree Celsius
mark in Raipur and 44 de-
gree in Rajnandgaon, Durg,
Bilaspur and several other
places. Arjuni (Baloda
Bazar) remained hottest
place today with maximum
temperature of 46.8 degree
Celsius.

The dry air coming from
the desert is scorching the
capital Raipur after heating
the northern and western
parts of the state. The tem-
perature starts rising above
36 degrees since 8 in the
morning. By noon, the mer-
cury rises to the level that
makes the roads almost de-
serted. The intensity of
heat remains unbearable
even after the sunset as peo-
ple experience hot winds in
the evening.

By 5 pm the temperature
is not coming down below
40 degrees, while around 8
pm the temperature starts
staying between 35 and 36
degrees. The temperature
being recorded in the capi-

tal in the morning and
around 8 in the evening is
the maximum temperature
of the day for the rest of the
year. The sun rises at 5.22
am. The temperature is
recorded just before this, ie
around 5 o’clock, which is
called the minimum tem-
perature. The minimum
temperature was recorded
at 30.6 degree Celsius at 5
am on Monday. Within three
hours, ie around 8 o’clock, it

reached close to 36 degrees.
The temperature taken at
three o’clock in the after-
noon is highest. The maxi-
mum temperature of the
day was recorded on
Monday at 45.6 degrees
Celsius. Mana near Raipur
recorded maximum temper-
ature of 42.7 degree Celsius.
According to IMD, Raipur
no large change in maxi-
mum temperature over
Chhattisgarh is likely dur-

ing next 48 hours. IMD in its
weather outlook for subse-
quent two days has forecast
rain or thundershower at
isolated places over
Chhattisgarh. According to
IMD forecast for Raipur city
the sky will remain clear
and will become partly
cloudy towards evening and
maximum temperature will
be around 43 degree Celsius
in the next two to three
days.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066::  The State
Eligibility Test (SET), which
gives eligibility to become
Assistant Professors in col-
leges, will be conducted again
this year. This time new sub-
jects may also be included in it.
Higher Education
Commissioner Sharda Verma
has sent a proposal regarding
this to the Secretariat. The
proposal will be sent to the
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board (Vyapam)
from the Secretariat. After
this, Vyapam will also have to
take permission from the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) to conduct the examina-
tion.

So far this examination has
been conducted six times in
the state. Last time in the year

2019, this exam was conducted
on 19 subjects. After this, due
to corona infection, no process
could be carried out regarding
this examination. 

The minimum qualification
for assistant professor in state
colleges and universities is to
pass NET or SET examination.
In such a situation, this exami-
nation can become a means of
employment for lakhs of youth
of the state. According to
Higher Education Secretary
Bhuvnesh Yadav, the process is
underway for this examina-
tion. SET was organized for the
first time in the state in 2006.
After this the exam was con-
ducted in 2006, 2013, 2017,
2018 and 2019. According to
the UGC, SET should be organ-
ized every year in the state. 

Raipur, Jun 06:
Complaints are pouring
in about illegal occupa-
tion of hundreds of
BSUP houses by ineligi-
ble families in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. According to infor-
mation available 11 thou-
sand BSUP houses were
allotted to those families
who have been evicted
from government land in
different places.

During zonal level in-
vestigation  more than
250 ineligible occupants
were found in the houses.
Now the Raipur
Municipal Corporation
staff are conducting a
fresh survey of the resi-
dents of the houses. After
this, action will be taken
to evict illegal occupants.

The corporation staff
have now intensified the
exercise of evicting those
who illegally occupied
BSUP houses built for the
poor. However, the delay
on part of the
Corporation staff is hin-
dering the survey work.

Last month, the mayor,
commissioner and town
planning department
head had clearly said that
after completing the sur-
vey work of 11 thousand
BSUP houses in the cor-
poration area would be
completed within a fort-
night and report would
be submitted on the num-
ber of ineligible people
occupying the houses.
However, one month has
elapsed yet the survey re-
port has been received
only from Zone 6 and
Zone 10, while the work
of survey is going on at a
very slow pace in other
Zone Commissioner of-
fices.

Raipur, Jun 06: On the oc-
casion of World
Environment Day,
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank (CRGB),
Chairman Mr. IK Gohil,
General Manager Mr.
Vijay Agarwal, Assistant
General Managers Mr.
Satish Kashyap and G.N.
Murthy planted saplings
at head office premises of
the bank at Naya Raipur.
On this occasion,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK
Gohil said in his message
that the wrath of nature is
the biggest wrath.

Therefore, we should do
our best to ensure that the
environment does not get
polluted. We should take
some time out of our busy
life and plant trees as a so-
cial work. He  appealed to
all to do all possible work
that can save the environ-
ment from getting pollut-
ed. He said that environ-
mental balance is very im-

portant. General Manager
Mr. Vijay Aggarwal said
that environmental pollu-
tion can be controlled to a
great extent by tree planta-
tion. A large number of

staff of Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gramin Bank were
present on this occasion.
All the staff gave their co-
operation in plantation
with great enthusiasm.

CRGB celebrate World Environment Day 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 06:
Violent clash broke out
between different
groups of girls and
boys late Saturday
night in front of a hotel
on VIP Road, falling
under jurisdiction of
Telibandha Police
Station in Raipur. Some
boys and girls were
seen exchanging blows
and kicks besides hurl-
ing abuses on each
other and breaking bot-

tles. The video of the
incident has gone viral
on internet media.

None of the groups
that indulged in clash
has filed a report in
Telibandha police sta-
tion. The video has
been found with the po-
lice and detailed infor-
mation is being collect-
ed. According to the
Police hotels, restau-
rants are closed on time
in the area. Taking suo
motu cognizance of the
viral video, Telibandha
police have registered a
case against unknown
persons and started in-
vestigation.

In the viral video,
some young men and
women are seen having
heated exchange of
words and abusing

each other. At the same
time, a young woman
has fallen down and is
being kicked and
punched by a young
man. The girl is also
beating the youths.
Thereafter the youths
fled from the spot.
Some boys and girls
also sustained injuries
in incident.

Some boys misbe-
have with girls under
the effect of intoxica-
tion. Girls also started
beating them. Some
local people also in-
formed the police pa-
trolling team about the
incident. However, all
the boys and girls ran
away after seeing the
police. No one reached
the police station and
lodged a complaint.

Clash erupts between two
groups of boys and girls

Exchange blows
and kicks while
hurling abuses

Video goes viral on
internet media

Over 250 BSUP houses occupied
by ineligible people

Action to be taken
to evict them after
survey 

SET to be held after 2 years

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066:: DARPAN has been a
unique initiative of the International
Institute of Information Technology
(IIIT) Naya Raipur, which enables
its students to plan their profession-
al careers right in their first year
and then work towards their plans
for the next three years. It is a life
design workshop to shape the
future of students. The workshop
also helps the students to sharpen
their presentation skills, public
speaking, and other soft skills.

The workshop was held on May
21, May 28, and June 4.  First year
B.Tech. students of batch 2021 par-
ticipated in the workshop and pre-
sented their respective SWOT
(Strength, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties, and threats) analysis.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
Director IIIT-NR, provided his valu-

able tips on how students can work
on their skills and weaknesses to
achieve their goals. He guided the
students on their strengths and
weakness as well. He encouraged
and motivated the students to pur-
sue their dreams and strongly
believes that the workshop is nec-
essary for students as introspection
is the first step to knowing oneself
and working on our passion. He
believes that identifying passion is
the first step to having a meaningful
life.

The whole program was coordi-
nated byDr.Sresha Yadav, Assistant
Professor and Faculty coordinator
of Centre for Professional
Development along with three stu-
dent coordinators, Saumya Singh,
Shreedhar Tiwari and Himanshu
Yadav.

IIIT organizes •Darpan•-a
self-introspection workshop

Kanker, Jun 06: An inde-
pendent and rapidly pro-
gressing rural industrial
unit was the dream of
Mahatma Gandhi. After
looking at the first rural in-
dustrial park of Kanker,
Gandhi Gram Kulgaon, we
can actually feel Gandhi Ji’s
dream being realized. The
Chief Minister said so dur-
ing the inauguration cere-
mony of Gandhi Gram
Kulgaon. He said that he
had given instructions to de-
velop Gauthans as employ-
ment centers so that the
larger population can be
connected to the various
employment-oriented activ-

ities. The Gandhi Gram
Kulgaon is a beautiful ex-
ample of how beneficial it
can be in offering employ-
ment opportunities to peo-
ple at a large scale. On this
occasion, the Chief
Minister paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi by adorn-
ing his idol with a garland
and then proceeded to con-
duct an inspection of the
center. He procured rice
from Dhenki. The Chief
Minister said that it is our
beautiful tradition that also
retains the quality of the
paddy. He also inspected the
employment-generating ac-
tivities of the various self-

help groups. On this occa-
sion, the Vidhansabha Vice
President Manoj Mandavi,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, Advisor to
the Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari, and other public
representatives were also
present.

The women were filled
with delight at the decision
of the remittance of the
loan - The Forest
Department had provided a
cyclic loan of Rs. 50 Lakh to
the Indira Van Mitan Group
Kulgaon for building the

Gandhi Gram Rural
Industrial park. When the
Chief Minister visited the
park and saw the amazing
creativity being employed
at work, he decided to remit
the cyclic loan of Rs. 50
Lakh. The women were de-
lighted to hear the an-
nouncement made by the
Chief Minister and thanked
him profusely.

*Production of eggs
through layer farming, fish
feed production* Chief
Minister inspected the work
of layer farming and egg
production through a cage
system at Adarsh Gauthan
in the park. Women of

Sheetla Self Help Group
said that 150 to 180 eggs are
being produced per day
through layer farming
which is being sold in
Anganwadi. A profit of Rs
50, 000 has been earned. He
also inspected the manufac-
turing process of fish feed
being prepared by members
of Puja Self-Help Group at
Gandhi village Kulgaon. He
interacted with the women
of the group and inquired
about the preparation
method, available market,
and income. Mr. Baghel also
flagged off a vehicle con-
taining 10 quintals of float-
ing fish feed manufactured

by the Women Self Help
Group. He also took a stock
of the Dona-Pattal manu-
facturing unit. About ten
thousand dona-pattals are
being manufactured here
every day by Jai Budhadev
Group. Saraswati Self Help
Group is doing the process-
ing of Pulses and Jai Seva
Group is doing the process-
ing of Turmeric Chilli.
Similarly, the Chief
Minister also interacted
with the women getting
training in Handloom
Textile Training Center.
Along with this, goat rear-
ing activities are also being
done here.

Gandhiji•s dream of Gram Swaraj is being realized in Ch•garh: CM
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Kanker, Jun 06: People
will have little to no com-
plaints if the government
schemes are implemented
properly. During the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
grammes held in Bastar
and Sarguja, Chief
Minister received hardly
any complaints regarding
the public services. This
satisfaction and smiles on
the faces of people are the
indicators of efficient ad-
ministrative system. I ex-
pect you to keep up this
dedication and accounta-

bility while performing
the duties of public serv-
ice, said Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel while ad-
dressing the officials at the
review meeting held in
Kanker. He added that con-
sistent and continuous ef-
forts are required for the
betterment of forest
dwellers. Meanwhile,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, Advisor to
Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari and other public
representatives.

Forest dwellers are the
protectors of the forest,
they should be provided
all kinds of facilities
under the Forest Rules,
said Chief Minister. He di-

rected the officials to cre-
ate more opportunities of
livelihood activities based
on development and pro-
cessing of forest re-
sources. Chief Minister
said that Kanker has dras-
tically transformed in a
short span of three and a
half years. Rapid develop-
ment of the area is in
progress, peace has been
established, tourism facili-
ties are being expanded
and major steps are being
taken in the direction of
processing forest pro-
duces.

Chief Minister further
said in the review meeting
that Kanker has gained
recognition across the na-
tion because of its rally co-
coon and millet mission.
Kodo, Kutki and Ragi have
also added to the unique-
ness of Kanker’s identity.
Chief Minister directed
the officials to ensure
value addition to Kodo,
Kutki and Ragi and to
thereby develop a major
source of income for peo-
ple. Kanker is known for
its forest resources.

Government policies for
processing and procure-
ment of forest produce has
created a wide array of
possibilities for the collec-

tors and traders. Chief
Minister directed the offi-
cers to work in the direc-
tion of expanding and en-
hancing the tourism facili-
ties. He said that develop-
ment of tourism infra-
structure should com-
mence right from Kanker,
as it is the gateway to
Bastar. With resorts like
Tatamari, Limdarha and
various other tourism fa-
cilities, Bastar is rapidly
developing into a tourist
hotspot.

Chief Minister appreci-
ated the development of
education infrastructure
during his visit to schools.
Parents are becoming
more aware regarding ed-
ucation of their children.
Addressing the officials,
Chief Minister said that
the satisfaction and smiles
I saw on the faces of peo-
ple is one of the fondest
memory I am taking from
this Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme.

We are collectively
working towards this goal
of establishing peace,
prosperity and progress
across the state of
Chhattisgarh, he said. He
directed the officials to
keep the dedicated efforts
towards this goal.

Little to no complaints in
Bastar and Sarguja: CM

Because of the
effective implemen-
tation of govt
schemes

Forest dwellers are
the protectors of
the forest, officials
should provide
them all kinds of
facilities as per the
Forest Rules

CM Baghel gave
necessary instruc-
tions to the officials
at the review meet-
ing held in Kanker

DRM, SECRWWO President plants saplings 

Raipur, Jun 06: With a
view to increase aware-
ness among people on en-
vironment in Raipur Rail
Division, a walkathon was
organised from SECRW-
WO ground WRS Colony
to Divisional Railway
Manager Office on the oc-

casion of World
Environment Day today.
The walkathon began at
7:30 am. A powerful slogan
was raised to save the envi-
ronment during
walkathon. Messages of
saving the environment
were spread to the com-
mon people through
posters, banners, flexes
etc.

Divisional Railway
Manager Shyam Sundar
Gupta and President
South East Central
Railway Women’s Welfare
Organisation (SECRW-
WO) Radha Gupta and

Additional Divisional
Railway Manager
(Operations) Lokesh
Bishnoi, Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager (Infra) Ashish
Mishra and senior officers
of Raipur Railway
Division including SECR-
WWO office bearers, Civil
Defense volunteers, all
railway personnel,
Railway Protection Force
personnel, members of
the sports team, scout-
guides enthusiastically
partic ipated in the pro-
gramme.

A street play was also
organized by the cultur-
al team of Raipur
Railway Division under
public awareness drive

to save the environment
in the premises of
Divisional Railway
Manager’s Office.
Railway employees per-
formed on the occasion,
spreading public aware-
ness on environment
protection.

Divisional Railway
Manager, Shyam Sundar
Gupta and SECRWWO
President, Radha Gupta
and officers planted
saplings in WRS Colony,
Raipur. All the branch of-
ficers of Raipur Railway
Division were present on
this occasion and con-
tributed towards tree
plantation. About 500
saplings were planted in
WRS Colony.

On World
Environment Day

Walkathon and
street play in Raipur
Railway Division on
Environment Day

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066::  Hidayatullah
National Law University, Raipur
(HNLU) along with the Global
Network for Human Rights and
the Environment (GNHRE)
organized an International
Conference on Rights of Nature
for Sustainable Development on
June 5, 2022, the World
Environment Day.

The Conference kickstarted
with an inaugural session with
the august presence of Hon•ble
Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel,
Former Judge, Supreme Court of
India and Chairperson of the
National Green Tribunal as the
chief guest, Prof. Juan Sebastián
Villamil Rodríguez, Professor,
National University of Colombia,
Prof. (Dr.) Gitanjali N. Gill,
Professor, Northumbria Law
School,Northumbria University,
Newcastle, Prof. Paul Martin,
Director, Australian Centre for
Agriculture and Law, School of
Law, University of New England,
and Prof. Elisa Scotti, Professor,
University of Macerata, Italy as
international speakers.  Govind
Ram Miri, Senior Advocate,
Chhattisgarh High court and
Apurba Kumar Sharma, Senior

Advocate and Chairman,
Executive Committee, Bar
Council of India were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Prof. (Dr.) V C Vivekanandan,
the Vice-Chancellor of HNLU in
his inaugural remarks said • The
•Finite Nature• cannot be exploit-
ed for •Infinite development
process• and this necessitates
the •Rights of Nature• as a legal
game changer. This HNLU-
GNHRE International conference
is an effort to consolidate the
efforts for an international
regime on •Rights of Nature•Ž

Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel
Chairperson of NGT in his key
note address stressed upon the
exigency of •act now•. Bringing a
historical panorama of all the
international discourses and
efforts for the check on pollu-
tion, he urged, •If you want to
breathe clean air, you have to
contribute.Ž He also urged the
academia to bring •live issues•

before the students and take
them to the •live situation• of pol-
lution and brainstorm them for
the solution. He said that prob-
lems have solution but imple-
mentation requires huge will
power.

Moderating the panel discus-
sion, Prof. Juan Sebastián
Villamil Rodríguez, touched upon
the constitutional aspect of
•Rights of Nature• in his opening
address with special reference
to India and the international
perspective. 
SSppeeaakkiinngg  oonn  tthhee  tthheemmee  ••RRiigghhttss  ooff
NNaattuurree::  Place / People based
sustainability and Indigenous
Knowledge• Prof. (Dr.) Gitanjali
N. Gill underlined brought the
thought on the plate that as long
as we treat nature as resource,
the exploitation would continue.
•We need indigenous knowl-
edge, beliefs and values and
relational experience with
nature to seek the balance,Ž said

she. Relating the theme with the
thread, Prof. Paul Martin, talked
about the gaps between the
international promises, their
implementations, and the public
policy. He added the dimension
of the academia as well to play
the active role instead of the
•theoretical roles.•

In her address, Prof. Elisa
Scotti echoed the unconditional
and emergent necessity of the
•new and now• responsibility
towards nature.

Followed by the Panel
Discussion, the technical session
saw the paper presentation on
the varied themes like Rights of
Nature v. Rights to Nature,
Rights of Nature v. Sustainable
Business, Rights of Nature and
Role of the Stakeholders for
Sustainable Development, Rights
of Nature and Role of
Institutional Mechanism, Rights
of Nature and Human Rights,
Rights of Nature and Green

Economy, Rights of Nature and
Global Biodiversity, Rights of
Nature and Greening Finance,
Rights of Nature and
International Trade. 

The valedictory session had
the eminent presence of Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Chairman, C.G. State
Biodiversity Board and PCCF as
the Chief Guest and Arun Kumar
Pandey, Member Secretary, C.G.
State Biodiversity Board (I.F.S.)
as the Guest of Honour. Both the
dignitaries stressed upon the
shared responsibility of preser-
vation and conservation of moth-
er nature by every stakeholder
for the sustainable development. 

The Conference brought
together people from a range of
specialists and backgrounds for a
cross-disciplinary discussion on
the rights of nature.

The programme was designed
and spearheaded by Prof. (Dr.)
Uday Shankar, Registrar with the
organization efforst of  Prof. (Dr.)
Yogendra Kumar Srivastava,
Dean-(Outreach and External
regulatory Compliance),Dr.
Ankit Awasthi, Assistant
Professor as Secretary,  Dr. Rana
Navneet Roy, Associate
Professor as Co-Secretary and
Mr. Abhinav Shukla, Assistant
Professor and Mrs. Urvi
Shrivastava as members in a
record short time.

HNLU organizes an international conference
On •Rights of Nature
for Sustainable
Development•
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Raipur, Jun 06: Atharva
Raj Balani, a student of
Rajkumar College and an
ace player of Chhattisgarh
Tennis Association proved
his sporting prowess at
IPSC Tennis
Championship held at
MNNS RAI School,
Sonipat by winning a sil-
ver medal.

The IPSC Tennis
Championship 2022 (U-17)
was held at MNNS RAI
School, Sonepat, Haryana
from  May 28th to May
31st, 2022 in which the ten-
nis team of Rajkumar
College comprising
Atharva Raj Balani and
Rohin Premchandani
proved their mettle in
Tennis by giving a remark-
able performance at vari-
ous levels. In the team
event, Rohin
Premchandani defeated
Ansh Gupta in a tiebreak-
er by 7-3 whereas Atharva

gave in to Uday Batra by 4-
7. Atharva Raj Balani and
Rohin Premchandani
were undaunted by the re-
sults though their effort
went by the board in dou-
bles by 4-6 and in the team
event they lost to YPS
Patiala by 1-2. In the indi-
vidual championship
matches, Rohin beat
Subhrajpreet (YPS
Patiala) but lost to
Kanishka (The Emerald
Heights) by 3-7. In the

league matches, Atharva
Raj kicked back into ac-
tion by beating Ranvijay
(Lawrence School,
Sanawar) by 4-0 and
Rayansh Malik (YPS
Mohali) by 4-0.

In the semifinal, this
master player of
Rajkumar College defeat-
ed Aryaveer (Mayo
College, Ajmer) by 6-2 and
Vivaan (Daly College,
Indore) by 6-4 with a res-
olute refusal to given in.
Atharva Raj showed
dauntless optimism and
played remarkably but
could not make it to win-
ning a gold medal. He lost
to Uday Batra (YPS
Patiala) but his excellent
performance helped him
to win a silver.

Thirteen Schools partic-
ipated in this
Championship and the
performance of the team
of Rajkumar College was
commendable. Atharva
Raj Balani added glory to
the school by winning a
Silver medal in the IPSC
Tennis Championship
(Singles).

Atharva Raj Balani gives
excellent performance 

�Q Central Chronicle
News

Plantation prog held at SBPIL
Raipur, Jun 06: A
tree plantation
program was or-
ganized on 5th
June 2022 on the
occasion of World
Environment Day
at Shri Bajrang
Power & Ispat Ltd.
(SBPIL), in
G o n d w a r a ,
Borjhara and Tilda

units. The programme was inaugurated by the Director
of the Company, S.K.Goyal. On the occasion of the pro-
gramme S.K.Goyal expressed his views for environmen-
tal protection and motivated to all the employees present
to plant more and more trees, informs SBPIL Dy.
Manager EHS Deptt Vikas Agrawal in a press release.

AACG plants sapling on 
World Environment day

Raipur, Jun
06: Members
o f
Advert ising
Association of
Chhattisgarh
(AACG), like
every year, or-
ganised plan-
tation pro-
gramme on
occasion of
W o r l d
Environment
Day and plant-
ed a sapling in
the office
premises.

On this occasion AACG State President Omkar
Singh, V-P Afsar Khan, Vijay Ghosh and Virendra
Shukla were present.

Kodagaon, Jun 06: During
the Janchaupal organized
under the Bhent aur
Mulaqat program in
Kodagaon of Kanker Vidhan
Sabha, a resident farmer of
Pandarahi, Ghasiyaram,
narrated the problems of the
local farmers to the Chief
Minister. He informed that
in 2004, farmers’ land was
taken for the construction of
a reservoir and its compen-
sation was fixed. The
scheme in which this com-
pensation was to be received
has now been discontinued.
As a result, compensation
could not be received. The
Chief Minister suggested
that “we can provide anoth-
er land in lieu of the land
which was taken”. The farm-
ers said that it would be bet-
ter if they get monetary
compensation instead. On
this, the Chief Minister in-
structed the officers to make
compensation case immedi-
ately and check it according
to the rules and provide ben-
efits to the farmers.

The Chief Minister also
directed to make a medical
certificate of a handicapped
child and also provided a fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 2
lakh during the Janchaupal.

He had lunch at the home of
a village farmer Girwar
Sahu. Here he was  served
Lokti, a dish made from
Madhuras. During this,
Deputy Speaker of the
Vidhan Sabha Manoj
Mandavi, Women and Child
Development Minister Anila
Bhediya, Parliamentary
Secretary Shishupal Shori,
Antagarh MLA Shri Anoop
Nag, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Rajesh Tiwari and
other public representatives
were present.

Instructed the Collector
to start farm leveling
under MNREGA and en-
couraged the local farm-
ers to cultivate Kodo and
Kutki

The Chief Minister sug-
gested that Under MNREGA,
farm leveling should be done
and  Kodo-Kutki farming can
be done on the land - During
the Janchaupal, A resident
farmer of Bhanbera,

Mahawar Singh Nureti said
that “it would have been bet-
ter if the land reform work
had been done in our farm,
now we are completely de-
pendent on the forest for
livelihood”. The Chief
Minister gave instructions to
the Collector to get the farm
leveled through MNREGA.
He also suggested the farm-
ers to cultivate Kodo-Kutki-
Ragi etc. in these fields due
to the huge demand for these
crops in the market and the
government is also encour-
aging these crops with value
addition and processing.

Electricity to reach in
farm lands and benefits 

of GNY:
Sarita, A resident of vil-

lage of Bar Deori, said that
electricity has not reached
Bhai Kumar Sori’s field yet.
Three poles are needed for
the connection. The Chief
Minister assured that her
name has been noted. Soon

electricity will reach the
farm. Fageshwari informed
that she has bought earring
for her daughter from the
money received from
Godhan Nyay – Fageshwari
informed the Janchaupal
that Fourteen thousand ru-
pees have been earned by
selling vermi compost.

On this occasion, the Chief
Minister inaugurated the
beautification work of 12
Devgudis at Kodagaon at a
cost of Rs.66 lakh and also
performed Bhoomi Pujan,
renovation and beautifica-
tion program of 22 Devgudis
at a cost of Rs. 1 Crore 43
Lakhs.

Important announce-
ments of Chief Minister-
Boundary wall will be built
in the primary school of
Kodagaon. Road will be con-
structed from Kodagaon to
Pandripani. A new trans-
former will be installed in
Kodagaon to get rid of low
voltage issues. There playing
field of Kodagaon will under-
go leveling. Gudhar Dam of
Kodagaon will be deepened.
Anicut will be built on the
Chinhar river in Ghaneli
Kanhar. A new bridge will be
built at Dubli Dam in
Talakurra.

Farmers• issues pending for two decades
were resolved in a few minutes by CM

Raipur, Jun 06: Project
Chairman Raj Dubey told
that members of Rotary
Club of Raipur Greater have
played important role in
raising funds for the needs
of the local communities
and have done Rs 1.17 cr
worth of project within this
year. This has been raised in
the tough post-COVID times,
showing exemplary commit-
ment to service by donors.

To celebrate the comple-
tion of the project and to
hand over the equipment to
the Hospital, an event is or-
ganized at Sri Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam Auditorium
on June 8, 2022 at 6 pm.

Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH), Nava
Raipur, where children with
Congenital Heart Disease
are treated Totally Free of
Cost, started in 2017. Rotary
Club Raipur Greater has
been the first gobal agency
to step up with Global Grant
Project (first of its kind in
Chhattisgarh) was initiated
and completed by establish-
ing a Cath Lab worth 3.80 cr.
More than 3000 children’s
lives have been saved so far.
This was followed by spon-
soring Critical Medical
Equipment for OT and ICU
and donation of equipment

for Blood Bank in 2020.
Another Rotary Club of
Raipur has also helped
setup Oxygen Generation
Plant and Homograft Bank
in 2021 & funds for 50
Pediatric Cardiac Surgeries.
Rotary Club Raipur Greater
pledges to be preferred &
trustworthy partner to this
esteemed social organiza-
tion, Sri Satya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital.

Club Secretary Manish
Agrawal informed that
Women and children have
suffered immensely during
COVID times. Sri Sathya Sai
Health & Education Trust
has responded to the need of
the community and resolved
to start Sri Sathya Sai
Mother & Child Hospital
providing All Services
Totally Free of Cost To All.
In the true spirit of Service
to Nation, Rotary Club of
Raipur Greater has once
again risen to the occasion
and has extended its sup-
port to the hospital by com-
mitting to provide neces-
sary Medical Equipment for
Operating Theaters, Post
Operative Ward, Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit,
Prenatal & Antenatal Wards
and also equipment for the
service of Out- Patients.

Rotary Club Raipur Greater
inaugurates project Mamatv
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Kharora, Jun 06:
President of Farmer
Leadership Service
Cooperative Yogesh
Chandrakar has said that
to mark the occasion of
World Environment Day,
the farmers will be in-
spired to take a pledge to
plant one tree in the com-
ing days so that agricul-
ture is preserved in the
form of organic farming,
to save the environment.

He also said that by
planting trees, water cycle
is also recycled, which
leads to surplus water out-
come, without great ef-
forts. If we plant fruit
trees if there is an empty
space on the maids of the
fields, then it will be help-
ful in saving the environ-
ment, he said.

To provide special sup-
port for the revolutionary
resolve of the farmers,
and for the farmers to
move towards economic
self-reliance while saving
the environment,

Chandrakar requested
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to grant money via
banks for the arrange-
ment of collective wire
cordon to protect the
farms, from mass grazing
and intruders.

This he said will deploy
the farmers in both earn-
ing profits and pay an im-
portant contribution to
save the environment.

Young girls imparted training 
on Tattooing Art

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
the special initiative of
Bastar district administra-
tion, youth and girls are
being trained in tattoo art
at Badal Academy, Asna,
to preserve the art and cul-
ture of Bastar. It is note-
worthy that Bastar is fa-
mous all over the world for
its art and culture, where
each region has a different
culture and art.

The art of tattooing is
also a special identity of
the culture of Bastar. With
the aim of preserving the
art of tattooing, training is
being organized on the ini-
tiative of Bastar district
administration. The youth
are being trained by
Tattoo specialists at Badal
Academy, Asna.

In this training organ-
ized in Badal till June 6,
youths of all the develop-

ment blocks of Bastar dis-
trict are taking advantage
of the training.

Special initiative 
to preserve tattoo 

art of Bastar:
The tattoo art of Bastar

is known all over the coun-
try. Where people of tribal
community get it printed
in different parts of their
body. But over the period
of time people forgotton
about this art. Training is
being organized to pre-
serve this art. In this train-
ing, 20 youths are partici-
pating and learning the
art of tattooing.

Tattoo art expert
Shailiji told that many

types of arts exist in dif-
ferent parts of Bastar.
Tattooing is a special art
in this. Today this art is in
the verge of extinction,
which is being tried to be
preserved through train-
ing. Various types of de-
signs are also being taught
in this training. A cata-
logue has also been pre-
pared for this.
Tattooing art to give new

employment avenues:
Tattooing art training

started on the initiative of
Bastar district administra-
tion will also provide em-
ployment opportunities to
the youth. After training,
youth will be able to earn

an income by setting up
Bastar Tribal Tattoo Stall.
For this a special setup
will also be prepared in
Chitrakot. Shaili informed
that they have started get-
ting works with start of
this training.

Talking about tattoo art
training, Bastar Collector
Rajat Bansal said that tat-
too training is being or-
ganized in Badal Academy.
There are many such as-
pects of Bastar, which re-
veal the different and
unique identity of Bastar
around the world. One of
the aspects is the folk art
and folk culture of Bastar.
Tattooing is a traditional
art of Bastar, which we
have taken this initiative
to preserve. So that the
whole world can get ac-
quainted with this special
art of Bastar and the
youth of Bastar can get its
direct benefit.

Unique event held on 
World Environment Day
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Kawardha, Jun 06: On the
occasion of World
Environment Day, a unique
event on the protection-pro-
motion and awareness of
environment was held in
Kawardha Municipality,
which was then registered
in the Golden Book of
World Records. Around two
thousand people walked
around five kilometers
with sapling in their hands,
to spread the message of
environment protection.

The representative of
Golden Book World
Records, New Delhi re-
viewed the entire event and
thereafter the delegation
presented the provisional
certificate of Golden Book
of World Records to the dis-
trict administration and
the Municipal Council for
this remarkable work.

Sonal Rajesh Sharma,
representative of Golden
Book of World Records in-
formed about this achieve-
ment by holding a press
conference at Circuit

House in Kawardha. Mrs.
Sonal Rajesh Sharma pre-
sented the provisional cer-
tificate of Golden Book of
World Records to
Kawardha Municipality
President Mr. Rishi Kumar
Sharma and Chief
Municipal Officer Mr.
Naresh Verma.

President Shri Rishi
Sharma gave the credit to
the honour to Kawardha
Municipality Haritima
Organization, Force
Academy, media col-
leagues, Women's Self-Help

Group, Force Academy
Child Wing, including reli-
gious and cultural organi-
zations. Collector Shri
Ramesh Kumar Sharma
has congratulated
Kawardha Nagar Palika
Parishad for better plan-
ning and successful imple-
mentation of the event in a
positive manner.

Congratulating the
Palika Parishad,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umaid Singh, Forest
Divisional Officer Mr.
Chudamani Singh, District

Panchayat CEO Mr.
Sandeep Aggarwal said
that on the World
Environment Day, aware-
ness has been created by
implementing them for the
protection and promotion
of the environment. The
message is to be continued
continuously, so that the
younger generation can
also understand the impor-
tance of environment.
Employees of Palika
Parishad and representa-
tives of electronic, print
media were present.

Will make the city green with 
public cooperation: Yadu
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Fingeshwar, Jun 06: On
the occasion of World
Environment Day,
saplings were planted at
Haat Bazar site and Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay
Garden by the youth and
public representatives of
the city and all the people

present took pledge to
plant more trees and pro-
tect them once they start
growing.

Addressing the partici-
pants of the day, Jagdish
Yadu, President of Nagar
Panchayat Fingeshwar
said that due to the hard
work of all of us,
Deendayal Upadhyay

Garden is looking green
today, in the same way,
with the collective effort of
all the city will be made
clean and green.

In the program, chil-
dren also celebrated their

birthday by planting
saplings, in which sister
and brother duo, Sagarika
and Sagar Haldhar, plant-
ed saplings to make
Sagar's birthday memo-
rable. Ex-aldermen Raju
Sahu, Seema Thakur,
Divisional Treasurer
Dhananjay Harit, Raju
Daga, Rishikesh
Suryavanshi, Manoj
Sonkar, Virendra Yadu,
Pinkesh Srivas, Chhagan
Dhruva, Jitendra Srivas,
Raju Markam, Montu
Nishad, Shyam Dhruv
were especially present in
the program.
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Pandariya, Jun 06:
Plantation drive was con-
ducted in the rural areas
of the region including the
city on World
Environment Day, with
various programs mark-
ing the day. The
Environment Protection
Committee of the city on
Sunday celebrated the
marriage anniversary of
Deputy Collector Rituraj
Bisen and five saplings of
Gulmohar and Kadamb
were planted to mark the
day.

Mohan Rajput and
Anurag Thakur of the
committee demanded a
ban on felling down of

trees in the forest region of
the area on this occasion.
They told that the area
Forests are getting cut con-
tinuously and if this situa-
tion continues, the exis-
tence of the forest will
soon end from the area.

In Atmanand Vidyalaya
of the city, the principal of
the institution, Geetaram
Sahu along with the envi-
ronmental protection com-

mittee planted five
saplings of Neem,
Kadamba and Gulmohar
in the school premises and
protected them by fixing
tree guards. Three
saplings of Kadamba were
also planted in Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Sugar
Factory and plantation
was done at many places
including Forest
Department premises

Mahka, Kui and other
places.

Saplings were also
planted in Prajapati
Brahma Ishwariya
Vishwa Vidyalaya of
Kunda and Government
Higher Secondary School
Kunda. Mohan Rajput,
Anurag Thakur, Hameed
Khan, Mohan Singh
(Raju), Ashok Sahu of the
committee , Raju
Srivastava, Mukesh
Kaushik, Yogesh Jaiswal,
Principal of the institu-
tion Geetaram Sahu,
Manish Batve, Dumesh
Sahu, Lala Lajpat Rai,
Kailash Devangan, Thanu
Sahu, Laxman Yadav and
many others were present
on the occasion.

NCC cadets pass on message
to save environment
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Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
the occasion of World
Environment Day, the
message of protecting the
environment was given to
the common people by
the cadets of
G o v e r n m e n t
Engineering College,

Jagdalpur from NCC run
organization under
Chhattisgarh Girls
Battalion Parchanpal.

Colonel Sanjay Chawla,
Commanding Officer of
Chhattisgarh Girls
Battalion said that as per
instructions from the
Group Commander
Brigadier AK Das, World

Environment Day was or-
ganized by NCC cadets
today.

The NCC cadets took
out a rally and appealed
to the common people to
ensure their safety and
all necessary measures to
protect the environment
by planting more and
more saplings.

Green Foundation organized a seminar 
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Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
occasion of World
Environment Day, a semi-
nar was organized by
Green Foundation
Chhattisgarh District
Bastar in the premises of
the local Jagannath
Temple today. In which
Balkaram Joshi empha-
sized on planting trees as
well as their protection.

Ravidra Pandey said
that one person should
plant five saplings and
take care of them daily.
Sanjeev Sharma said
that fruit-bearing trees
should be planted in-

stead of showpiece
plants in Bastar.

Anil Samant said that
the organization should
be made fully dynamic,

youth should be connect-
ed with the environment
and protect trees and
plants responsibly.

Anup Jain said that

meetings should be held
from time to time to save
the environment and
full training should be
given to save trees and

plants. Responsibility
for the maintenance of
trees should be given to
the officials and from
time to time give com-
plete information to the
organization.

During this, Balkram
Joshi, Ravindra Pandey,
Ishwar Khabari,
Chavileshwar Joshi,
Sanjeev Sharma, Anil
Samant, Abhay Dixit,
Ajay Tiwari, Sanjay Jha,
Uttam Dubey, Anup Jain,
Shashibhushan Rath,
Minesh Panigrahi, Anand
Jha, Dharmendra Pandey,
Manoj Pandey,
Chhavleshwar Joshi con-
ducted the program. Plant
distribution was also
done by the organization
at the end of the pro-
gramme.

�Q On World
Environment Day
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Plantation drive marks World Environment Day

Resolve to plant saplings on the occasion
of World Environment Day: Yogesh

To preserve the art and culture of Bastar 
WELCOME TO PREZ

Artists perform to welcome President Ram Nath Kovind at Hazratganj area in
Lucknow, here on Monday.

OPERATION BLUE STAR ANNIV

Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) President S. Simranjeet Singh Mann along with others
pay respects on the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Operation Blue Star at Golden
temple in Amritsar, here on Monday.

KLO warns of bloodbath, if Kamtapur statehood demand opposed
Alipurduar/Kolkata,
Jun 06 (PTI): Ahead of
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s scheduled visit
to northern parts of the
state on Tuesday, banned
terror outfit Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation
(KLO) has warned of a
“bloodbath” if their sepa-
rate statehood movement
is opposed.

In a purported video, the
authenticity of which
could not be independent-
ly verified by PTI, a
masked man claiming to
be KLO leader Jeevan
Singha, flanked by armed
bodyguards, warned
Banerjee against visiting
North Bengal.

“We appeal to everyone,
including Mamata
Banerjee, not to oppose
our Kamtapur statehood
demand. She mustn’t visit
North Bengal. We will in-
tensify our movement in
the days to come and seek
cooperation from every-
one.

“If anyone tries to stop
us, the result would be dev-

astating. There will be a
bloodbath. We are ready to
sacrifice our lives for the
cause,” the masked insur-
gent said.

Although police has de-
clined to comment on the
video, it has beefed up se-
curity in the region as
Banerjee will address a
TMC workers’ meeting in
Alipurduar on Tuesday.

A movement demanding
to carve out a separate
state of Kamtapur com-
prising the northern dis-
tricts of West Bengal and
the adjoining western
parts of Assam was
launched in the early
nineties, citing the under-
development of the re-
gion. However, it took a
turn to armed insurgency
when KLO was formed in
the mid-nineties.

Once a dreaded militant
group, KLO is now not
even a shadow of its for-
mer self as most of its top
leaders are either behind
the bars or have returned
to the mainstream under
the TMC regime.

Several splinter groups

have cropped up that be-
lieve in the democratic
process to achieve the
statehood demand.

“It hardly matters if
someone is threatening.
But I haven’t seen the
video, so I can’t comment
on it,” Nikhil Roy, presi-
dent of Kamtapur Peoples’
Party (United), said.

The North Bengal re-
gion, comprising eight dis-
tricts including pictur-
esque Darjeeling, is eco-
nomically important for
West Bengal as it has rev-
enue-generating indus-
tries like tea, timber and
tourism.

The region is of utmost
strategic importance be-
cause of the narrow
Siliguri Corridor, referred
to as the ‘chicken’s neck’,
which connects the
Northeast with the rest of
India.

North Bengal shares in-
ternational borders with
Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh and has wit-
nessed violent statehood
movements, including the
Gorkhaland stir, since the

eighties.
The KLO’s warning,

however, triggered a war
of words between the
TMC and BJP, with the
ruling party in West
Bengal accusing the saf-
fron party of fanning sep-
aratist movements in the
state.

“It is clear that BJP
leaders have been fanning
separatist movements in
the state for their vested
political interests. They
have been demanding ei-
ther a separate state or
Union territory over the
last one year,” senior TMC
leader Partha Pratim Ray
said. The BJP, however,
dubbed the allegations
baseless. “Partition of
West Bengal is not viable
socially, economically and
politically.

We are not in favour of a
separate state. But we feel
there is a need for the de-
velopment of North
Bengal. The people of the
region have been deprived
for a long time,” state BJP
spokesperson Samik
Bhattacharya said.

Union govt planning to
establish old-age homes 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The government is
planning to establish old-
age homes in every dis-
trict of the country and
has identified 250 dis-
tricts where it will be
tying up with local
NGOs of the area, the
Ministry of Social
Justice and
Empowerment said on
Monday.

Addressing a press
conference, Union Social
Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Virendra Kumar listed
out various initiatives
taken by his ministry in
the last eight years.

He said the govern-
ment is planning to es-
tablish an old-age home
in every district of the
country for the elderly.

He added that the min-

istry is tying up with
local NGOs to set up
such old-age homes.

A senior ministry offi-
cial explained that 250
districts have been iden-
tified for the purpose
and work is going on.

Meanwhile, he said the
government has started
a major reformulation of
the schemes through
which scholarships are
provided to SC students
scholarships owing to
complaints.

Also for the first time,
the students are getting
the money directly to
their accounts through
the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) scheme,
the ministry official
said, adding 41 lakh stu-
dents have so far been
benefited under it.

Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Kumar said the Senior
Able Citizens for Re-
Employment in Dignity

(SACRED) portal and
nine start-ups have been
roped in for senior citi-
zen employment seekers.
The IT platform brings
such employment seek-
ers and providers togeth-
er.

The senior ministry of-
ficial said a strong move-
ment is going on across
the country under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan. The govern-
ment is targeting to
make 100 districts ‘nasha
mukt’ this year as part of
the campaign.

The minister also list-
ed out various schemes
that have been imple-
mented for the elderly,
SC, OBC, disabled and
transgenders.

According to
Population Census 2011,
there are nearly 104 mil-
lion elderly people (aged
60 years or above) in
India; 53 million females
and 51 million males.

Lalu Prasad asks court to
release passport

Ranchi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) Supremo Lalu
Prasad has appealed be-
fore a special CBI Court
for release of his passport
in order to renew it as he
may need to travel abroad
for a possible kidney
transplant, his counsel
said on Monday.

The 73-year-old Prasad
on April 22 was granted
bail by Jharkhand High
Court in the Doranda
Treasury Case involving
embezzlement of over Rs
139 crore in which a CBI
special court had sen-
tenced him to five years
in prison.

“Lalu Prasad has
prayed for renewal of his
passport. He has pleaded
before a special CBI court
that his passport be hand-
ed over for renewal. The
application mentions that
after renewal the pass-
port will be submitted to
the court,” Prasad’s coun-
sel Prabhat Kumar told
PTI. Kumar said: “He has
taken the plea that it is a
case of kidney failure and
he may be required to go
abroad for treatment or
transplant” and added: “If
we get an appointment
from the doctor then we
will pray for passport re-
lease and permission to
go abroad for treatment.”

The next date of hear-
ing has been fixed as June
10, he said.

Prasad suffers from
multiple ailments, includ-
ing renal problems. He is

a patient of stage-4 kid-
ney ailment.

According to experts
his kidney is functioning
at 20 per cent capacity.

The counsel said that
meanwhile Prasad has
reached Daltonganj in
connection with a case re-
lated to violation of
model code of conduct
during elections in 2009
when he had gone to an
election rally to Garhwa
to campaign for a candi-
date and the helicopter
had landed at some other
place than the designated
spot.

The case was later
transferred to Ranchi and
then to Daltonganj and
Prasad has to appear be-
fore the special court on
June 8, Kumar added.

Prasad was granted
bail in Doranda Treasury
case on April 22.

IISc researchers provide alternative mechanism 
Bengaluru, Jun 06 (PTI) 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of Science
have developed a new ap-
proach that provides an al-
ternative mechanism to
render viruses like SARS-
CoV-2 inactive, according
to IISc.

In a study published in
‘Nature Chemical
Biology’, the researchers
report the design of a new
class of artificial peptides
or miniproteins that can
not only block virus entry
into our cells but also
clump virions (virus parti-
cles) together, reducing
their ability to infect.

A protein-protein inter-
action is often like that of
a lock and a key, the
Bengaluru-based IISc
noted in a statement. This
interaction can be ham-
pered by a lab-made
miniprotein that mimics,
competes with, and pre-
vents the ‘key’ from bind-
ing to the ‘lock’, or vice

versa.
In the new study, the

team has exploited this ap-
proach to design minipro-
teins that can bind to, and
block the spike protein on
the surface of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus. This binding
was further characterised
extensively by cryo-elec-
tron microscopy (cryo-
EM) and other biophysical
methods.

These miniproteins are
helical, hairpin-shaped
peptides, each capable of
pairing up with another of
its kind, forming what is
known as a dimer. Each
dimeric ‘bundle’ presents
two ‘faces’ to interact with
two target molecules.

The researchers hypoth-
esised that the two faces
would bind to two separate
target proteins, locking all
four in a complex and
blocking the targets’ ac-
tion. “But we needed proof
of principle,” says
Associate Professor in the
Molecular Biophysics Unit

(MBU), IISc, and the lead
author of the study,
Jayanta Chatterjee.

The team decided to test
their hypothesis by using
one of the miniproteins
called SIH-5 to target the
interaction between the
Spike (S) protein of SARS-
CoV-2 and ACE2 protein in
human cells.

The S protein is a trimer
a complex of three identi-
cal polypeptides. Each
polypeptide contains a
Receptor Binding Domain
(RBD) that binds to the
ACE2 receptor on the host
cell surface. This interac-
tion facilitates viral entry
into the cell.

The SIH-5 miniprotein
was designed to block the
binding of the RBD to
human ACE2. When a SIH-
5 dimer encountered an S
protein, one of its faces
bound tightly to one of the
three RBDs on the S pro-
tein trimer, and the other
face bound to an RBD from
a different S protein.
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Two killed   
�J Jalpaiguri: Two per-

sons were killed on
Monday after their
two-wheeler collided
head on with a passen-
ger vehicle in West
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri
district, police said.
The accident took
place at around 11 am
in the Ulladabri area
in Maynaguri town
after the motorcycle
crashed into the vehi-
cle that was coming
from the opposite di-
rection, a senior offi-
cer said. Two motor-
cycle riders, identified
as Sanju Majumder
(27) and Balaram
Sarkar (26), died on
the spot and were resi-
dents of Nathuhat
area of the district, he
said. They were com-
ing from Jalpaiguri
town when the acci-
dent occurred. Their
bodies were sent to
Jalpaiguri
Superspeciality
Hospital for post-
mortem examina-
tions, the officer
added.

Two held 
�J Jammu: The police

have arrested two
men and recovered 10
kg cannabis from
their possession here,
officials said on
Monday. The accused
have been identified
as as Bihar-resident
Dharvinder Kumar
and Raj Kumar, a na-
tive of Chhattisgarh,
police said, adding
that they were nabbed
near the city’s Rajeev
Nagar area. The ac-
cused are being ques-
tioned and some more
arrests and recoveries
are expected based on
their disclosure as po-
lice is working to
break the drugs sup-
ply chain in the city, a
police official said.In
another incident, the
police also arrested a
man named Yasir
Hussain, a resident of
the city’s Bhatindi
area, with 10 grams of
heroin on Sunday.

Bizman robbed 
�J Mumbai: Four persons

travelling in a cab al-
legedly intercepted the
car of a businessman
and robbed him of his
mobile phone and gold
chain on the busy
Western Express
Highway (WEH) in
Mumbai, a police offi-
cial said on Monday.
The four persons, who
fled after the incident
on May 25 in their
white cab, were arrest-
ed on Saturday after
the police zeroed-in on
them while checking
the CCTV footage of
some 35 cars which
passed through the
long highway route
after the crime, he said.

Three die 
�J Bengaluru: Three died

after consumption of
contaminated water in
Raichur district, fol-
lowing which
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Monday or-
dered a probe into and
announced a compen-
sation of Rs five lakh
each to the family of
the deceased.
According to sources,
several people, includ-
ing children, have been
hospitalised in Raichur
after consuming con-
taminated water. “The
government has taken
seriously three deaths
in Raichur, caused due
to drinking contami-
nated water. I have
asked Karnataka Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board’s Chief
Engineer to conduct a
thorough inquiry
about the reasons.
Some are blaming it on
the damaged pipeline
due to rains...we are
getting a technical re-
port,” Bommai said.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday took strong note of
continuing illegal mining of
minerals by some firms in
Odisha without obtaining
forest clearance (FCs) from
authorities under the garb
of status quo orders, and
asked the state high court to
dispose of such matters in
six months.

The top court was irked
over the fact that the mining
companies, which have not
been granted FCs by the
Centre and other authori-
ties, are continuing with the

illegal excavation of miner-
als on grounds that the high
court has passed the status
quo orders with regard to
the dispute.

How can the mining be
continued without getting
forest clearance (from au-
thorities) under the garb of
a status quo order from the
high court, a vacation
bench of justices M R Shah
and Aniruddha Bose said.

Anything which has been
excavated without the forest
clearance is illegal. You can-
not be permitted to contin-
ue with the excavation or
extraction of minerals
without the forest clear-
ance. It is unfortunate that
high courts are passing
such orders of status quo
and permitting continuance
of mining work, the bench

said. The bench, which was
hearing the appeal of M/s
Balasore Alloys Ltd of
Odisha against the high
court’s refusal to continue
with the status quo order
favouring the firm, permit-
ted the company to with-
draw its plea.

It said that it would per-
mit the withdrawal but the
company cannot be allowed
to mine as it does not have
the forest clearance to mine
as on today and hence, this
is illegal and cannot be
done.

We have heard the ...coun-
sel. It is not in dispute that
the petitioner is not having
the forest clearance at this
stage. Merely because the
application for forest clear-
ance is pending cannot be
treated as having obtained

the forest clearance permit-
ting the petitioner to carry
on the mining activities, it
said.

Before parting with the
present order, we request,
the (Orissa) high court to
decide and dispose of all
such pending matters,
where the order of status
quo is continuing since long
and the mining activities
have been continued under
the order of status quo,
within a period of six
months from today without
fail. With this the present
SLP is dismissed as with-
drawn, it ordered.

It directed the apex
court’s registry to commu-
nicate the order to the chief
justice of the high court
forthwith for necessary ac-
tion.

SC irked over continuation of mining activities 
Without forest
clearance in
Odisha

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

A section of activists and
experts on Monday ques-
tioned the “silence”’ of
Muslim nations on China’s
treatment of minorities and
alleged violation of human
rights there after some of
these countries lodged a
protest with India over the
remarks of two BJP func-
tionaries on Prophet
Mohammad.

The row over the alleged
derogatory remarks against
Prophet Mohammad esca-
lated on Sunday with
protests from countries like
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Qatar and Iran, prompting
the BJP to take action
against its functionaries
and assert that it respects
all religions.

But after the reaction of

the Islamic countries, ques-
tions are being asked in
some quarters on whether
these nations will raise sim-
ilar objections against
China, which has been ac-
cused by many human
rights groups of targeting
Muslims and other minori-
ties. Bejing has been deny-
ing these allegations.

Brahma Chellaney,
Professor Emeritus of
strategic studies at the
Centre for Policy Research
(CPR), said, “Some Muslim
states that have been mute
on China’s assault on Islam,
including incarcerating
over a million Muslims and
confiscating Korans, have
played up the anti-Muslim
remarks of two Indians now
expelled from the ruling
party.

“Is it because they per-

ceive India as a soft state?”
Kasturi Shankar, an ac-

tivist and lawyer, also took
to Twitter echoing similar
sentiments.

“Nations that claim to
stand for the sentiments of
the world’s two billion
Muslims do nothing for
Muslims in Afghanistan,
Syria, China or Burma.

“We can do nothing
against ISIS or China or
Taliban, so let’s pick on a
lone woman in a TV debate
instead,” Shankar said.
Former Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP member Balbir
Punj took to Twitter saying,
“World knows how China
treats its minorities- specifi-
cally Muslims & Tibetan
Buddhists. China violates
all human rights, interna-
tional conventions while
dealing with Islam &

Muslims in Xinjiang. None
in the world even squeaks
about it. Why? Why? (sic)”.

He alleged that the
Congress, the communists
and “jihadis” were celebrat-
ing as their “‘relentless
campaign on manufactured
intolerance against Modi &
India has worked for now”.

“We have to work harder
to expose the real character
of this lot & neutralise them
to save plural India,” he
said.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iran
and Kuwait expressed their
condemnation of the con-
troversial remarks against
the Prophet by former BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma and former Delhi
media head Naveen Kumar
Jindal, and called for “re-
spect for beliefs and reli-
gions.”

Why are Muslim countries silent on China?

TRS Working President
Rama Rao attacks BJP

Hyderabad: Telangana’s
ruling TRS Working
President K T Rama Rao
on Monday attacked BJP
over the allegedly deroga-
tory remarks made by its
former national
spokesperson against
Prophet Muhammad and
the protests from some
Muslim countries.

“PM @narendramodi Ji,
Why should India as a
country apologise to inter-
national community for
the hate speeches of BJP
bigots? It is BJP that
should apologise; not India
as a Nation. Your party
should first apologise to
Indians at home for spew-
ing & spreading hatred
day in day out,” he 
tweeted.

Rama Rao, son of Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, also
referred to BJP MP Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur al-
legedly describing
Nathuram Godse as a pa-
triot earlier.

Plans to go 
abroad for kidney
transplant

�Q In every district

Asks a section of activists amid row over BJP leaders• remarks
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Tower collapse

Dubai: The death toll
in the collapse of a
building in southwest-
ern Iran rose Monday
to at least 41, state
media reported, two
weeks after the disas-
ter struck. Ehsun
Abbaspour, the gover-
nor of the city of
Abadan, gave the fig-
ure based on an offi-
cial report, state televi-
sion said. The May 23
collapse at the
Metropol Building
some 660 kilometers
(410 miles) southwest
of the capital, Tehran,
has dredged up painful
memories of past na-
tional disasters and
shined a spotlight on
shoddy construction
practices, government
corruption and negli-
gence in Iran.

Money stolen
Johannesburg: South
African President
Cyril Ramaphosa has
emphatically denied
that he stole any
money from state cof-
fers. Closing the
provincial conference
of the African
National Congress in
Limpopo, Ramaphosa
spoke out for the first
time about criminal
charges laid against
him by former State
Security Agency direc-
tor general Arthur
Fraser. I acknowledge
that there is much
public interest and
concern about claims
that have been made
in a criminal com-
plaint against me,
Ramaphosa said, re-
ferring to the allega-
tions which have been
dominating newspa-
per headlines for the
past few days. Fraser
alleged in an affidavit
that Ramaphosa had
concealed a theft of
USD 4 million from the
farm property where
the president buys and
sells prized rare cattle.
Fraser claimed that
the money was stolen
from the farm by one
of Ramaphosa’s em-
ployees colluding with
several Namibian citi-
zens, who subsequent-
ly illegally exchanged
the money for South
African rands.

Gambling loss
Johannesburg: A
South African Indian-
origin gambling addict
has lost a court bid to
force world-renowned
casino venue Sun City
to repay over five mil-
lion rands that he lost
while gambling there.
In the unusual case
lodged at the South
Gauteng High Court
here, local business-
man Suhail Essack, a
Gauteng business-
man, claimed that Sun
City had erred by al-
lowing him back to the
gaming tables when he
had been placed on
their banned list in
terms of legislation re-
lated to compulsive
gambling.

Wheat prices 
United Nations: The
price of wheat has
jumped in the interna-
tional markets after
India announced a ban
on the export of the
staple cereal and due
to the reduced produc-
tion prospects in
Ukraine following the
Russian invasion, the
UN food agency has
said. The Food and
Agriculture
Organisation (FAO)
Price Index averaged
157.4 points in May
2022, down 0.6 per cent
from April. The index,
which tracks monthly
changes in the inter-
national prices of a
basket of commonly-
traded food commodi-
ties, however, re-
mained 22.8 per cent
higher than in May
2021.

Kyiv, Jun 06: 

The British govern-
ment said Monday that
the multiple-launch rock-
et systems it is offering to
Ukraine will bring a sig-
nificant boost in capabili-
ty for the country’s ef-
forts to resist Russia’s in-
vasion. If the interna-
tional community contin-
ues its support, I believe
Ukraine can win its war
against Russia, British
Defense Secretary Ben
Wallace said in a state-
ment. The statement
came after comments
Sunday by Russian
President Vladimir
Putin, who warned the
West against sending
longer-range rocket sys-
tems to Ukraine. The
British government de-
scribed the M270 weapon
system as a cutting edge

military asset which can
strike targets up to 80
kilometers (50 miles)
away with pinpoint accu-
racy. The United
Kingdom pledged last
week to send the
weapons. It gave no de-
tails about delivery dates.

The U.S. last week an-
nounced plans to deliver
USD 700 million of secu-
rity assistance for

Ukraine, including four
precision-guided, medi-
um-range rocket systems,
as well as helicopters,
Javelin anti-tank sys-
tems, radars, tactical ve-
hicles and more.
Washington and London
hope the deliveries will
help Ukraine turn the
tide of the war in its east-
ern Donbas region which
Russia appears minded to
capture entirely.

They are unlikely to
have an immediate im-
pact, however. The
Pentagon said last week
that it will take at least
three weeks to get the U.S.
weapons onto the battle-
field. Russia-backed sepa-
ratists have fought the
Ukrainian government
since 2014 in the Donbas.
The U.S. has stopped
short of offering Ukraine
longer-range weapons

that could fire deep into
Russia and could inflame
tensions with Moscow.

Russia’s own use of
missiles in Ukraine,
meanwhile, continued to
pummel targets, with the
Russian military claim-
ing Monday it had struck
a Ukrainian factory that
was repairing armor.
Russian warplanes fired
long-range missiles to de-
stroy a plant on the edge
of the town of Lozova in
the northeastern
Kharkiv region that was
repairing armored vehi-
cles, Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Maj.
Gen. Igor Konashenkov
said. Russian aircraft hit
73 areas of concentration
of Ukrainian troops and
equipment, while the
Russian artillery struck
431 military targets,
Konashenkov said.

UK boosts Ukraine support with
high-tech missile system Doha, Jun 06: 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Monday met the Speaker of
Qatar’s Consultative
Assembly and called for
deepening engagement be-
tween Indian and Qatari
legislatures and promoting
parliamentary exchanges
between the two countries.
Naidu arrived here on
Saturday on the last leg of
his three-nation tour from
May 30 to June 7. “The
Speaker of Qatar Shura
Council Hassan bin
Abdulla Al Ghanim called
on the Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu in Doha,”
the Ministry of External
Affairs tweeted. During
their interaction, Naidu,
who is also the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, called for
deepening engagement be-
tween Indian and Qatari
legislatures and promoting
parliamentary exchanges
between the two countries,
it said. Naidu also visited

Qatar National Museum in
Doha. He also interacted
with the members of the
Indian business communi-
ty in Doha. Naidu on
Sunday met Qatar’s Prime
Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khalid bin

Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al
Thani here and the two
leaders reviewed the grow-
ing bilateral ties between
the two countries in areas
like trade, investment, eco-
nomic and security cooper-
ation.

Vice President Naidu calls for promoting 
parliamentary exchanges between India and Qatar

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu with Speaker of Qatar
Shura Council Hassan bin Abdulla Al Ghanim, during a
meeting, in Doha, Qatar.

Singapore, Jun 06:  

Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on
Monday appointed finance
minister Lawrence Wong as
the Deputy Prime Minister
from June 13, paving the way
for the next generation
leader from his party to lead
the country. The announce-
ment comes two months after
Lawrence, 49, was endorsed
by his peers as the leader of
the ruling People’s Action
Party’s (PAP) fourth-genera-
tion team to succeed the 70-
year-old Lee.

The Cabinet reshuffle posi-
tions him as a next-genera-
tion leader and a Prime
Ministerial candidate to lead
the city-state, focused on
global businesses. “I look for-
ward to walking this journey
with all of you, and working
with everyone to steer
Singapore through the many
challenges we are facing

today, and to chart our new
way forward together for a
better tomorrow,” Lawrence
said in a tweet.

“I will do my best and give
every ounce of my strength
to serve Singapore and
Singaporeans. In turn, I seek
your support, as I take on my
latest appointment as DPM,
and take another step for-
ward in embracing my new
responsibilities. (Ministry of
Communications and
Information),” he said.

Lawrence will continue as
the Minister for Finance, and
assume responsibility for the
Strategy Group within the
Prime Minister’s Office, tak-
ing over this role from the
Deputy Prime Minister
(DPM) Heng Swee Keat who
had stepped aside as leader of
the 4G team last April, citing
his age as the reason. The
Strategy Group oversees key
priorities and issues facing
Singapore over the medium
to long terms, such as popula-
tion and climate change.
Lawrence will be the Acting
Prime Minister in the ab-
sence of premier Lee. Heng,
61, will remain as the Deputy
Prime Minister and
Coordinating Minister for
Economic Policies, oversee-
ing the Future Economy
Council as well as assisting
Prime Minister Lee in over-
seeing the National Research
Foundation and Productivity
Fund Administration Board.

PM Lee promotes finance minister to be
Singapore•s deputy PM from June 13

Jakarta, Jun 06: 

Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on
Monday looked to move be-
yond regional issues that
have been a key part of his
trips abroad by promoting
the importance of building
stronger economic ties with
neighboring Indonesia. The
visit was only Albanese’s sec-
ond overseas trip since his in-
auguration two weeks ago
and underscores the impor-
tance that Australia places
on its sometimes fractious re-
lationship with Indonesia, its
closest major neighbor.
Albanese talked about the
importance of expanding the
two countries’ trade and in-
vestment relationship, high-
lighting their ambition to
better utilize the Indonesia-
Australia Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

Agreement. They also dis-
cussed Australia’s proposed
200 million climate and infra-
structure fund with
Indonesia. After meeting
with Widodo, Albanese said
in a joint news conference
that Indonesia is on track to
be one of the world’s five
largest economies.

Realizing our investment
relationship is a priority for
my government,” Albanese
said, and it’s why we plan to
work with Indonesia to real-

ize the potential of the
Indonesia Australia
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement. He
also offered Australian assis-
tance to help with the design
and construction of
Indonesia’s capital which is
being relocated from Jakarta
to the island of Borneo and
pledged to deliver an addi-
tional 470 million within four
years to support bilateral and
regional development assis-
tance pr ograms in Southeast
Asia. But he did not bring up
the thorny issue in which
his Indonesian counterpart
President Joko Widodo at a
virtual meeting with leaders
of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
last October expressed con-
cern after Australia, the
United Kingdom and the
United States announced a
trilateral security agree-

ment, dubbed AUKUS,
under which Australia
would acquire nuclear-pow-
ered submarines. Widodo
said the deal could spark an
arms race. Some ASEAN na-
tions fear the pact could es-
calate tensions in hot spots
such as the South China Sea.
The U.S. nuclear submarine
deal with Australia and the
U.K. has also angered China,
which claims most of the
disputed South China Sea
and warned the pact would
threaten regional stability.
Quad group countries
Australia, Japan, the U.S.,
and India said in March that
they opposed any unilateral
use of force to change the
status quo in their region as
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine brought renewed
concerns over China’s as-
sertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific.

Australian leader•s visit affirms
deeper ties to Indonesia

Seoul, Jun 06: 

The U.S. and South
Korean militaries launched
eight ballistic missiles into
the sea Monday in a show of
force matching a North
Korean missile display a day
earlier that extended a
provocative streak in
weapons demonstrations.
The allies’ live-fire exercise
involved eight Army
Tactical Missile System mis-
siles one American and
seven South Korean that
were fired into South
Korea’s eastern waters
across 10 minutes following
notifications for air and
maritime safety, according

to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff and U.S. Forces
Korea. The tit-for-tat missile
launches were aimed at
demonstrating the ability to
respond swiftly and accu-
rately to North Korean at-
tacks, the South Korean mil-
itary said. The South’s mili-
tary on Sunday detected
North Korea firing eight
short-range missiles over 35
minutes from at least four
different locations, includ-
ing from western and east-
ern coastal areas and two in-
land areas north of and near
the capital, Pyongyang, in
what appeared to be a single-
day record for the country’s
ballistic launches.

It was North Korea’s 18th
round of missile tests in 2022
alone a streak that included
the country’s first launches
of intercontinental ballistic
missiles in nearly five years.
South Korean and U.S. offi-
cials also say North Korea is
preparing to conduct its first
nuclear test since September
2017 as leader Kim Jong Un
pushes a brinkmanship
aimed at cementing the
North’s status as a nuclear
power and negotiating eco-
nomic and security conces-
sions from a position of
strength. U.S. and South
Korean forces conducted a
similar live-fire exercise fol-
lowing North Korea’s previ-

ous ballistic launches on
May 25, which South Korea’s
military said involved an
ICBM flown on medium-
range trajectory and two
short-range weapons. Those
tests came as Biden wrapped
up his trip to South Korea
and Japan, where he reaf-
firmed the U.S. commitment
to defend both allies. South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol during a speech mark-
ing the country’s Memorial
Day on Monday said his gov-
ernment would pursue fun-
damental and practical secu-
rity capabilities to counter
North Korea’s growing nu-
clear weapons and missile
threat.

US, S. Korea fire missiles to sea,
matching North•s launches

London, Jun 06:  

UK’s embattled Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
will face a vote of confi-
dence in his leadership of
the Conservative Party on
Monday, the chair of the
party’s backbench com-
mittee announced, days
after more details of the
partygate scandal at
Downing Street emerged.
Sir Graham Brady, who is
in-charge of collating the
letters of no-confidence re-
ceived by the 1922
Committee, said the
threshold of 15 per cent of
the Tory parliamentary
party, or 54 MPs, seeking
such a vote has been met
and it will take place on
Monday evening in the
House of Commons. The
vote follows weeks of dis-
quiet within the ruling
Conservative Party, with
several members of

Parliament and former
ministers voicing their
concerns over the party-
gate scandal of illegal
gatherings at Downing
Street during the COVID-
19 lockdowns, which they
feel has damaged the
party’s credibility in the
eyes of the voters. “The
threshold of 15 per cent of
the parliamentary party
seeking a vote of confi-
dence in the leader of the
Conservative Party has

been exceeded, Graham
Brady said in a statement.
“In accordance with the
rules, a ballot will be held
between 18:00 and 20:00
(local time) today Monday
6th June details to be con-
firmed. The votes will be
counted immediately af-
terwards. An announce-
ment will be made at a
time to be advised.
Arrangements for the an-
nouncement will be re-
leased later today,” he
said. According to ana-
lysts, Johnson, 57, looks
likely to win such a vote
but it will deliver a blow to
his leadership.

The rebel MPs need to
muster 180 votes to oust
him as party leader and
Prime Minister and it is
widely believed they may
have pushed this vote of
confidence too soon and
without building up a
strong appetite for a new

party leader.
Under the current

Conservative Party rules,
if Johnson wins, it would
rule out another similar
no-confidence vote for at
least 12 months. Downing
Street released a short
statement following
Brady’s announcement to
say that the vote would
help the government
move on to more pressing
matters. “Tonight is a
chance to end months of
speculation and allow the
government to draw a line
and move on, delivering
on the people’s priorities,”
the statement read. “The
PM welcomes the opportu-
nity to make his case to
MPs and will remind
them that when they’re
united and focused on the
issues that matter to vot-
ers there is no more formi-
dable political force,” it
said.

UK PM Boris Johnson to face no-confidence
vote over partygate scandal

Kyiv, Jun 06:  

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s new warning to the
West against sending longer-
range rocket systems to
Ukraine came as his forces
claimed to have destroyed
Western military supplies in
their first such airstrikes on
Ukraine’s capital in more than
a month.

The attack showed that
Russia still had the capability
and willingness to hit at
Ukraine’s heart, despite refo-
cusing its efforts to capture ter-
ritory in the east. Putin’s com-
ments, in a TV interview that
aired Sunday, came days after
the U.S. announced plans to de-
liver 700 million of security as-

sistance for Ukraine, including
four precision-guided, medi-
um-range rocket systems, as

well as helicopters, Javelin
anti-tank systems, radars, tac-
tical vehicles and more.

Putin warns West against sending
arms; Kyiv hit by missiles

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Russian Human
Rights ombudsman Tatyana Moskalkova during their
meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Monday, June
6, 2022. 

A s spring phases into summer in
North America, with trees flower-

ing and birds migrating, nature seems
abundant. In fact, however, the Earth is
losing animals, birds, reptiles and other
living things so fast that some scientists
believe the planet is entering the sixth
mass extinction in its history. This fall,
the United Nations will convene govern-
ments from around the world in
Kunming, China, to establish new goals
for protecting Earth's ecosystems and
their biodiversity the variety of life at all
levels, from genes to ecosystems.

Some people, cultures and nations
believe biodiversity is worth conserving
because ecosystems provide many serv-
ices that support human prosperity,
health and well-being. Others assert
that all living things have a right to exist,
regardless of their usefulness to hu-
mans. Today, there's also growing un-
derstanding that nature enriches our
lives by providing opportunities for us to
connect with each other and the places
we care about. As a conservation biolo-
gist, I've been part of the effort to value
biodiversity for years. Here's how think-
ing in this field has evolved, and why I've
come to believe that there are many
equally valid reasons for protecting na-
ture.

DDeeffeennddiinngg  eevveerryy  ssppeecciieess
Conservation biology is a scientific

field with a mission: protecting and
restoring biodiversity around the world.
It came of age in the 1980s, as humans'
impact on the Earth was becoming
alarmingly clear. In a 1985 essay,
Michael Soul , one of the field's

founders, described what he saw as the
core principles of conservation biology.
Soul argued that biological diversity is
inherently good and should be con-
served because it has intrinsic value. He
also proposed that conservation biolo-
gists should act to save biodiversity
even if sound science isn't available to
inform decisions. To critics, Soul 's prin-
ciples sounded more like environmental
activism than science. What's more, not
everyone agreed then or now that biodi-
versity is inherently good. After all, wild
animals can destroy crops and endanger
human lives. Contact with nature can
lead to disease. And some conservation
initiatives have displaced people from
their land or prevented development
that might otherwise improve people's
lives.

VVaalluuiinngg  nnaattuurree''ss  sseerrvviicceess
Soule's essay spurred many re-

searchers to push for a more science-
driven approach to conservation. They
sought to directly quantify the value of
ecosystems and the roles species played
in them. Some scholars focused on cal-
culating the value of ecosystems to hu-
mans. They reached a preliminary con-
clusion that the total economic value of
the world's ecosystems was worth an
average US 33 trillion per year in 1997
dollars. At the time, this was nearly
twice the global value of the entire
world's financial markets.

This estimate included services such
as predators controlling pests that
would otherwise ruin crops; pollinators
helping to produce fruits and vegeta-
bles; wetlands, mangroves and other
natural systems buffering coasts against
storms and flooding; oceans providing
fish for food; and forests providing lum-
ber and other building materials.
Researchers have refined their esti-
mates of what these benefits are worth,
but their central conclusion remains the
same: Nature has shockingly high eco-
nomic value that existing financial mar-
kets don't account for.

A second group began to quantify the
non-monetary value of nature for
human health, happiness and well-
being. Studies typically had people take

part in outdoor activities, such as
strolling through a green space, hiking in
the woods or canoeing on a lake. Later,
they measured the subjects' physical or
emotional health. This research found
that spending time in nature tended to
reduce blood pressure, lower hormones
related to stress and anxiety, decrease
the probability of depression and im-
prove cognitive function and certain im-
mune functions. People exposed to na-
ture fared better than others who took
part in similar activities in non-natural
settings, such as walking through a city.

LLoossiinngg  ssppeecciieess  wweeaakkeennss  eeccoossyysstteemmss
A third line of research asked a differ-

ent question: When ecosystems lose
species, can they still function and pro-
vide services? This work was driven
mainly by experiments where re-
searchers directly manipulated the di-
versity of different types of organisms in
settings ranging from laboratory cul-
tures to greenhouses, plots in fields,
forests and coastal areas. By 2010, sci-
entists had published more than 600 ex-
periments, manipulating over 500
groups of organisms in freshwater, ma-
rine and land ecosystems. In a 2012 re-
view of these experiments, colleagues
and I found unequivocal evidence that
when ecosystems lose biodiversity, they
become less efficient, less productive
and less stable. And they are less able to
deliver many of the services that under-
lie human well-being.

For example, we found strong evi-
dence that loss of genetic diversity re-
duced crop yields, and loss of tree diver-
sity reduced the amount of wood that
forests produced. We also found evi-
dence that oceans with fewer fish
species produced less-reliable catches,
and that ecosystems with lower plant di-
versity were more prone to invasive
pests and diseases. We also showed that
it was possible to develop robust mathe-
matical models that could predict rea-
sonably well how biodiversity loss would
affect certain types of valuable services
from ecosystems.

MMaannyy  mmoottiivveess  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiinngg  nnaattuurree
For years, I believed that this work

had established the value of ecosys-

tems and quantified how biodiversity
provided ecosystem services. But I've
come to realize that other arguments
for protecting nature are just as valid,
and often more convincing for many
people. I have worked with many peo-
ple who donate money or land to sup-
port conservation. But I've never heard
anyone say they were doing it because
of the economic value of biodiversity or
its role in sustaining ecosystem servic-
es.

Instead, they've shared stories about
how they grew up fishing with their fa-
ther, held family gatherings at a cabin
or canoed with someone who was im-
portant to them. They wanted to pass
on those experiences to their children
and grandchildren to preserve familial
relationships. Researchers increasingly
recognize that such relational values
connections to communities and to spe-
cific places are one of the most com-
mon reasons why people choose to con-
serve nature. I also know many people
who hold deep religious beliefs and are
rarely swayed by scientific arguments
for conservation. But when Pope
Francis published his 2015 encyclical
Laudato si': On Care for Our Common
Home and said God's followers had a
moral responsibility to care for his cre-
ation, my religious relatives, friends and
colleagues suddenly wanted to know
about biodiversity loss and what they
might do about it.

Surveys show that 85% of the
world's population identifies with a
major religion. Leaders of every major
religion have published declarations
similar to Pope Francis' encyclical, call-
ing on their followers to be better stew-
ards of Earth. Undoubtedly, a large por-
tion of humanity assigns moral value to
nature. Research clearly shows that na-
ture provides humanity with enormous
value. But some people simply believe
that other species have a right to exist,
or that their religion tells them to be
good stewards of Earth. As I see it, em-
bracing these diverse perspectives is
the best way to get global buy-in for
conserving Earth's ecosystems and liv-
ing creatures for the good of all. 
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Radical treatment
When no general treatment

works, we usually go for radical
treatment. This is exactly what
now Yogi Adityanath, CM of Uttar
Pradesh, did and is doing in his
state to counter the extreme an-
archy which prevailed during
BSP and SP regimes. The results
are that there is very much for all
to see. Proving every speculation
made by the political gurus
wrong including modern-day
'Chanakya' Prasanta Kishore.
Yogiji simply outsmarted all by
winning the UP Assembly elec-
tion for the second time which is
unique and exemplary. A similar
situation of UP was and is pre-
vailing in our state where the ji-
hadis and some hardcore crimi-
nals belonging to a particular re-
ligious linguistic minority com-
munity are running a reign of ter-
ror as evidenced by the recent
Batadrawa incident. Enough is
enough. The sons and daughters
of the soil strongly urge our Chief
Minister known for his love for
the state and the nation to go for
the radical treatment as Yogiji
did so in UP despite hostile
media, leftists brigade, super
secularists, oppositions with
doubtful loyalty to the nation. I
very earnestly urge our CM to ig-
nore these quislings so that we
can sleep peacefully. 

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,    vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Arya samaj has no
authority to issue

marriage certificate
While disposing off the stay

order issued regarding the is-
suance of marriage certificate
the supreme court had delivered
judgement that Arya samaj has
no authority to issue marriage
certificate.First we have to take
into consideration the decision of
Madhya Pradesh High court.
Gwalior HC remarked that "Arya
Samaj institutions have become
shops and "No right to issue mar-
riage certificate" Arya samaj in-
stitution said that marriage is
done with seven rounds of fire
and the comments of HC are
scathing. The High Court said
that the Arya Samaj Institutions
are not following the instructions
laid down by the court during the
marriages. The court said that
the environment of the society is
deteriorating due to non-compli-
ance with the rules. Along with
this, the court has also raised
questions on the certificate of
marriages taking place in Arya
Samaj institutions. The court said
that only the authorized officer
has the right to issue the mar-
riage certificate. The Gwalior
High Court made this comment
during the debate on a petition.
The certificate issued by the tem-
ple is a mere acknowledgement
of the fact that the two individu-
als were wedded in the presence
of authorised persons of the peti-
tioner and does not, at all, intend
to be recognised as a certificate
under the SMA, the counsel said.
The decision of the apex court
shall prove a milestone for future
for the couples who get married
at Arya samaj and get the mar-
riage certificate. Now the
supreme court had delivered
judgement that Arya samaj can
not issue marriage certificate.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR�

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaannaa  DDaagggguubbaattii
@@RRaannaaDDaagggguubbaattii

Just went mad watching the
Greatest  @ikamal haasan@
Vijay SethuOffl and #Fahad
were a treat to watch!!
@Dir_Lokesh what a world
of crime you•ve build man
@Suriya_offl pure whistle 

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa
According to Arvind Kejriwal•s close
aide, transferring someone to Tribal
Affairs department is punishment.
AAP fancies itself as a political alter-
native in Gujarat, which has almost
15% Tribals and 27 reserved seats.
BTP should clarify if they agree with
AAP•s view on Tribals?

MMoohhaammmmeedd  AAzzhhaarruuddddiinn@@aazzhhaarrfflliicckkss
Extremely disturbing news of a
minor being raped in hyderabad.
We need to protect our women
and children. The govt. must take
quick and strict action.

bbhhuummii  ppeeddnneekkaarr
@@bbhhuummiippeeddnneekkaarr

Change begins with you.
Every small step, every con-
scious decision, every sus-
tainable choice makes a big
difference to our home, to
our planet. 

NNiikkhhiill  SSrriivvaassttaavvaa  @@ssnniikkhhiill__ssoocciiaall

Some really insightful discussions are happening right now. Truly a futurist approach by @UPGovt.
#COP2022UP

AAjjaayy  KKuummaarr@@AAjjaayyKKuumm00550022
Just finished #SamratPrithviraj. This
movie has every element for enter-
tainment but its potential is being
ruined by unnecessary hatred. Dear
@akshaykumar sir, don't think of col-
lection, you have done fabulous work.
Whatever be the result, was and will
always be your proud fan.

U ttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath has set a
target to make the state a $1 trillion economy. Some

economists and analysts consider this target to be huge,
but his calculus remains optimistic. According to
Adityanath’s calculus, the growth rate required for the
state’s economy to reach $1 trillion by 2027 is very high. The
size of the state’s economy in 2022 was around $274.3 bil-
lion. If the target of $1 trillion is to be achieved in five
years, UP will have to move ahead with a growth rate of
around 31%. At present, the percentage of agriculture sec-
tor in the state’s GSDP is 23, manufacturing is 27 and the
service sector is 50. To achieve the target, the manufactur-
ing sector would have to grow at 38-40% and increase out-
put by almost five times so that its share could reach Rs 27.6
trillion as against the current Rs 5.6 trillion. The agricul-
ture sector will have to increase the output by about two
and a half times from Rs 4.7 trillion to Rs 11.8 trillion. The
service sector will also have to increase its output by four
times from Rs 10.3 trillion to Rs 40 trillion. In the target of
Rs 1 trillion, certain dimensions need serious considera-
tion. First, UP has the largest market volume inside the
country in which there is variety in demand. The state has
the highest labour potential. Hence, the north holds the
highest demand and supply potential in terms of goods and
labour. It signifies new dynamics in the economy which
will help in bringing about cumulative quantitative growth
in the economy. Second, UP has the largest human re-
source. It can be said that it is becoming an emerging state
in terms of middle class as well as skilled youth. This
means that in terms of demographic potential, UP is the
state with the maximum potential as compared to others.
Third, UP has maximum potential in terms of knowledge
capital. Fourth, UP is a very prosperous state in terms of
Dharmik/Sanatan capital. It can be helpful in growth with
value addition in ease of living and happiness due to the
‘good luck’ motif, which will increase the prospects for
qualitative growth along with accelerating economic
growth. Fifth, UP not only has the potential to take ‘Make
in UP’ forward on the lines of ‘Make in India’ but is also en-
dowed with immense capabilities of ‘Make for India’. The
‘One District, One Product’ (ODOP) initiative comprising
micro, small and medium Enterprises (MSMEs) can be
seen as a good example. Sixth, the state’s connectivity,
infra, law and order and business friendly environment
will create new capabilities for quantitative and qualitative
growth in the economy. Seventh, UP’s export potential com-
petitor-the balance between availability of skilled labour
and productivity at low input cost creates favorable
prospects. Despite the global pandemic, the state in the last
five years ensured ease of doing business, investment (capi-
tal inflow), manufacturing and exports, unprecedented
progress in employment, production and procurement in
agriculture and allied sectors, infrastructure and connec-
tivity and tourism (especially religious-cultural) as well as
gross state domestic product (GSDP). In this sequence, the
third ground breaking ceremony (GBC-3), to mark the be-
ginning of commercial operations of about 1,400 industrial
projects representing Rs 80,000 crore investment, can prove
to be another milestone towards achieving the goal of $1
trillion economy, points out economic expert Rahees Singh.

How UP can become 
a $1 trillion economy

R esort politics is back in Rajasthan and Haryana where
the Congress now has to fix its maths and keep its flock

together for the approaching Rajya Sabha polls. It shifted its
MLAs in Rajasthan to the same Udaipur resort that hosted
the party's 'chintan shivir' last month, and herded those in
Haryana to party-ruled Chhattisgarh to protect them from
poaching. The BJP, on the other hand, is leaving no stone
unturned to consolidate its position in the Upper House of
Parliament by banking on independents for four additional
seats. In a first, the BJP has also appointed Union ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar and Gajendra Singh Shekhawat as
its in-charge for the polls in Rajasthan and Haryana respec-
tively. The party also appointed Union ministers Ashwini
Vaishnaw and G Kishan Reddy as in-charge for the Rajya
Sabha elections in Maharashtra and Karnataka, two other
states headed for a contest with more candidates in the race
than the number of seats. The BJP is also trying to capi-
talise on the infighting within the Congress in as many
states in the June 10 biennial election. The entry of two in-
dependents - media barons Subhash Chandra in Rajasthan
and Kartikeya Sharma in Haryana - has pepped up the
Rajya Sabha polls and made the contest interesting and
somewhat difficult for the Congress. The elections are being
held to fill 57 Rajya Sabha seats from 15 states that will be
falling vacant due to the retirement of members on differ-
ent dates between June and August. In Rajasthan and
Karnataka, Rajya Sabha elections will be held for four seats,
in Maharashtra for six seats and in Haryana for two. For the
BJP, which crossed the 100-seat mark in the Upper House in
the last round of elections earlier this year, these polls rep-
resent an opportunity to gain a firmer hand on its central
legislative agenda. The focus will be on four seats spread
across Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Karnataka. In
the first three, the BJP has thrown down the gauntlet to the
Opposition by fielding additional candidates, while the
Congress, the BJP and the Janata Dal (Secular) are locked in
a three-way fight for the fourth seat on offer. For the
Opposition, the stakes are higher — with its diminished
presence in the Lower House where the government has a
brute majority, it is in the Council of the States that non-BJP
parties can wield legislative influence. Hanging in the bal-
ance are the fate of the Congress’s Ajay Maken whose battle
to secure his seat ahead of BJP-supported independent can-
didate, Kartikeya Sharma, rests on razor’s edge in Haryana,
and Pramod Tiwari, who faces a difficult battle against BJP-
backed independent candidate, Subhash Chandra, in
Rajasthan. In Maharashtra, too, the BJP’s third candidate,
Dhananjay Mahadik, will test the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi’s cohesion and floor management as every last vote
will need to be corralled by the three partners to ensure that
the Shiv Sena’s second candidate, Sanjay Pawar, wins. After
a string of recent electoral reverses, the Congress and its al-
lies will be keen to avoid any embarrassment.

RS polls: Resort politics back 
to prevent poaching
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Activists shout pro-Khalistani slogans after offering prayers on the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Operation Blue
Star at Golden temple in Amritsar, Monday. Operation Blue Star was carried out by the Indian Army in June 1984 to flush
out militants hiding in the Golden Temple complex in Amritsar.

Should we protect nature for its own sake? 

SShhaahh  RRuukkhh  KKhhaann@@iiaammssrrkk
It•s a special RC project that has seen
its wait because of inevitable issues
surrounding us.But a few good men
worked hard & made it happen. Want
to thank @_GauravVerma the Co-
Producer, @Atlee_dir and their
Jawans for making this dream come
to life. Nowƒ Good to go Chiefƒ!

OPERATION BLUE STAR ANNIVERSARY

BRADLEY J. CARDINALE
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Bilateral relationship

Prague: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met the
Indian community
members here and
shared with them de-
velopments at home
and the state of the bi-
lateral relationship.
Jaishankar is here on
the last leg of his two-
nation tour to
Slovakia and the
Czech Republic to im-
part further momen-
tum in ties with the
two central European
countries. “Delighted
to meet the Indian
community in Prague.
Good to see many of
them doing so well.
The expansion of the
community has also
been encouraging.

IMMA award
New Delhi: Indian
Mine Managers’
Association has given
the lifetime achieve-
ment award to
Prabhat Kumar
Sinha, senior advisor
with NTPC. The
award was conferred
on Sinha during a two-
day ‘International
Conference on
Sustainable Mining
Options: The Way
Ahead’ organised in
Nagpur on June 3 and
4, Indian Mine
Managers’
Association (IMMA)
said in a statement.
The conference was
inaugurated by road
transport and high-
ways minister Nitin
Gadkari. After serv-
ing four years as CMD
of Coal India arm
Northern Coalfields
Ltd (NCL), Sinha su-
perannuated in
December last year.
He also held the addi-
tional charge of CMD
of Coal India’s anoth-
er arm Mahanadi
Coalfields Ltd (MCL)
for over one year.

Commercial dairy 

Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
will set up a number
of small commercial
dairy farms in the
state and focus on in-
volving women in the
business. Animal hus-
bandry and dairy de-
velopment minister
Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal on Monday
held a review meeting
with the officials of
the dairy development
department and di-
rected them to carry
out a special cam-
paign to motivate
women to set up 
small commercial
dairy farms.

Revenue deficit 
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry on
Monday released the
third monthly instal-
ment of revenue
deficit grant of Rs
7,183 crore to 14 states.
The Fifteenth Finance
Commission has rec-
ommended a total
Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit Grant
of Rs 86,201 crore to 14
states for the financial
year 2022-23. This is to
be released in 12
equated monthly in-
stalments.

E-SERVICES LAUNCH

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann during a meeting with the officials of Department of Revenue
regarding the launch of e-services. 00000

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066::

India has sufficient stocks of
urea to meet crop nutrient
requirements during the
kharif as well as rabi seasons
and there is no need for
imports till December,
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said on Monday. The minister
said the prices of fertilisers
have dropped in the interna-
tional market and hoped that
rates would further decline in
the next six months.  •There is
adequate availability of urea
in the country. 

We have urea stocks to
meet domestic requirements
till December. We do not need
to import till December,Ž
Mandaviya told reporters. The
minister said the government
has already imported 16 lakh
tonnes of urea, which will be

shipped in the next 45 days. In
the case of Di-Ammonium
Phosphate (DAP), Mandaviya
said the domestic production
along with the long term
import arrangements would
be sufficient to meet the local
demand till December. 

The minister asserted that
the government has decided
to protect farmers• interest
and has increased subsidy to
ensure availability of fertilis-
ers at reasonable rates. The

kharif (summer sown) season
has already started while the
sowing of rabi crops begins in
October. According to a senior
fertiliser ministry official, the
state governments currently
have stocks of 70 lakh tonnes
of urea, while 16 lakh tonnes
of urea is being imported and
175 lakh tonnes of urea will be
produced till December.
Moreover, the official said
that 6 lakh tonnes of urea will
be available from two new
plants at Barauni and Sindri,
which will be operational in
October and another 20 lakh
tonnes of conventional urea
consumption will be replaced
by liquid nano urea.  

The total availability of urea
is estimated at 287 lakh
tonnes during June and
December, while the demand
is seen at 210 lakh tonnes, the
official said. 

Adequate urea stocks
in country: Mandaviya

No need to import till December

New Delhi, Jun 06: 

Kia India, one of the
fastest-growing carmakers
in the country, announced
the price of EV6 for India
starting Rs. 59.95 Lakhs. It
also stated that Kia India’s
parent company, Kia
Corporation will be
launching 14 BEVs by 2027
across global markets in a
big step towards increas-
ing focus on sustainable
mobility globally. Kia India
is evaluating other EVs for
the Indian market and con-
firmed its plans of develop-
ing an India-centric EV in
RV body type to be
launched by 2025.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Tae-Jin Park,
Managing Director and
CEO, Kia India, said, “The
diverse customer base of
India inspires us, and our
strategy is to be in sync
with their aspirations, and
our efforts are targeted to-

wards fulfilling the evolved
customers’ needs. Now, we
are ready for the next
phase of our India journey
with our investment in
R&D, manufacturing, and
development of EV infra-
structure in India. We will

offer futuristic and sustain-
able BEVs developed
ground up to offer match-
less in-cabin experience,
long-range to reduce range
anxiety, and the same thrill
of driving as our other
products. Our EV an-

nouncement for the coun-
try which includes an
India-centric BEV in RV
body type to be launched in
2025 is a testament to our
commitment towards India
and our new-age Indian
customers by providing
them with a sheer electric
performance in the future.
The aggressive push from
the Indian government to-
wards a sustainable future
of the country supports
our move to electric vehi-
cles, an industry which is
still at the nascent stage in
the country.” He further
added, “We are extremely
proud to foray into the
Electric Vehicle segment in
India with our global best,
the Kia EV6, and am confi-
dent that it will be a
gamechanger as our other
products. I am confident
that the EV6 will make
electric mobility fun and
offer a joyful driving expe-
rience to our customers.

Kia goes electric with the launch of EV6 in India 

Standing (from Left to Right) - Mr Tae-Jin-Park, MD &
CEO, Kia India, Myungsik Sohn, Chief Sales Officer, Kia
India and Head of Sales and Marketing, Kia India at the
launch of  EV6.

Mumbai, Jun 06: 

The RBI’s rate-setting
panel MPC on Monday
began its three-day delib-
eration amid expectations
of another round of hike
in benchmark interest
rates to contain inflation
that continues to remain
above the central bank’s
upper tolerance level.

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das will an-
nounce the decision of the
Monetary Policy
Committee after delibera-
tions on Wednesday. Das
has already indicated that
there may another hike in
the repo rate, though he re-
frained from quantifying
it. There are speculations
that the central bank may
go for at least 35 basis
points (bps) hike over and
above the 40 bps hike ef-
fected last month after an

off-cycle MPC meeting.
Market experts are esti-
mating a bigger hike in in-
terest rate as consumer
price index (CPI) based re-
tail inflation, which the
Reserve Bank of India fac-
tors in while arriving at its
monetary policy, galloped
for a seventh straight
month to touch an 8-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April.

Inflation is rising main-
ly on account of surging
commodity prices, includ-
ing fuel. The ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war has
further pushed up com-
modity prices across the

globe. The wholesale price-
based inflation has re-
mained in double digits for
13 months and touched a
record high of 15.08 per
cent in April. Stressing
that a “back-to-back rate
hike is imminent in June
policy”, SBI’s Economic
Research Department in a
report said during 2022 so
far, more than 45 central
banks across AEs and
EMEs have raised policy
interest rates and/or
scaled back liquidity, with
many central banks hiked
interest rates in back-to-
back policies.

On expectations from
the MPC Shanti
Ekambaram, Group
President, Consumer
Banking, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, said the MPC has
signalled a gradual with-
drawal of accommodation
in light of higher inflation.

RBI•s MPC starts 3-day deliberations
amid speculation of rate hike

New Delhi, Jun 06: 

The country’s largest
iron ore miner NMDC has
made a sharp reduction of
Rs 1,100 per tonne in the
price of lump ore and Rs
1,000 in case of fines. The
prices are effective from
June 5, 2022, the company
which is also the largest
seller of the mineral said
in a regulatory filing on
Monday. Iron ore is one of
the key raw materials used
in the manufacturing of
steel, and any movement
in the prices of the miner-
al has a direct impact on
the rates of steel, which
has been a matter of con-
cern for the user indus-
tries for past couple of
months. According to the
filing, the company has
fixed the prices of per
tonne lump ore at Rs 4,400
and that of fines at Rs

3,310 a tonne. While lump
is high-grade iron ore hav-
ing Fe (iron) content above
65 per cent, fine is inferior
grade ore which needs
beneficiation. The revised
prices are effective from
June 5, 2022, and exclude
royalty, District Mineral
Fund (DMF), National
Mineral Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest per-
mit fee, and other taxes,
the company said. NMDC
had last made a price revi-
sion on May 25, when it
had fixed the prices of
lump ore and fines at Rs
5,500 per tonne and Rs
4,410 per tonne, respective-
ly. Mukesh Kumar, who
heads the Steel Research &
Technology Mission of
India (SRTMI), attributed
the fall to the “inventory
levels that have built up as
production exceeded con-
sumption in FY22”.

NMDC cuts prices of lump ore by 
Rs 1,100 per tonne, fines by Rs 1,000

Kolkata, Jun 06: 

As Work from Home
(WFH) has become a reali-
ty post-Covid-19 pandem-
ic, there is an increased
demand for functional
and flexible spaces that
can accommodate work-
space conveniently locat-
ed in urban centres for
easy access of the employ-
ees, according to real es-
tate research agency
CIRIL. It is not the only
business that is looking
for more resilience
through flexible forms of
real estate, property de-
velopers and landlords
also are seeking a sus-
tained model of creating a
need-based ecosystem for
future of work where hy-
brid models of working
are becoming acceptable
norms, CIRIL said. With
the prospect of more

workforce and office
workers taking up remote
or flexible work practices,
building occupancy rates
may decrease in short
term but a few segments
such as co-working and
flexible spaces are going
to be the main demand
driver in the commercial
and real estate segment, it
said. Developers and cor-
porates have to work in
tandem to address the
needs of the hybrid work
culture through augmen-
tation of existing infra-
structure.

Smaller cities are be-
coming an attractive in-
vestment option for both
customers and investors.
The agency said there is a
huge potential in infra-
structure development
and real estate sector, par-
ticularly in Tier II and
Tier III cities.

Work from Home 
is here to stay: CIRIL

New Delhi, Jun 06:  

State-owned CIL is aim-
ing at green mining op-
tions and increase pro-
duction from its under-
ground mines, which are
favourable for cleaner
ecosystem, through in-
stallation of technologies,
company’s Chairman
Pramod Agrawal said.
The comments come at a
time when there have
been concerns about glob-
al climate change on ac-
count of the burning of
fossil fuels including coal,
resulting into greenhouse
gas emission.

For environmentally
cleaner transportation of
coal, Coal India (CIL) is
setting up coal handling
plant/silos in 35 projects
under the first phase of
the first-mile connectivi-

ty, and stressed that it is
continuing in the second
phase as well. “The com-
pany is also aiming at
green mining options and
planning to increase its
underground output,” he
said. Stating that CIL is
committed to preserva-
tion of environment and

creating a green canopy
around its mining areas,
the chairman said that
the public sector unit
planted over 30.4 lakh
saplings during FY22, ex-
panding its green cover to
1,468.5 hectares. The
chairman said that 27 eco
parks and mine tourism
projects have been devel-
oped as on date.

Satellite surveillance
indicates that 76 major
open-cast projects have
reclaimed 62.5 per cent of
excavated area limiting
active mining area to 37.5
per cent.

For every hectare of
land degraded due to min-
ing, CIL created green
cover of around 2
hectares of land. Coal
India accounts for over 80
per cent of domestic coal
output.

Coal India aims green mining
options: Chairman

Mumbai, Jun 06:  

Credit ratings agency
Icra on Monday revised up-
ward its projection of inter-
national air passenger traf-
fic at Indian airports at 80-
85 per cent of the pre-pan-
demic volumes during this
fiscal. The volume of such
travellers has already
touched 72 per cent of the
pre-Covid level in May. The
steep recovery in interna-
tional passengers’ demand
came on the back of re-
sumption of scheduled
flight operations in late
March in the wake of eas-
ing of travel restrictions
norms and resilient passen-
ger demand, Icra said in a
release. Major destinations
driving the international
traffic demand are
Southeast Asia, the Middle
East and Europe, it said.
Commercial operations of

international flights re-
sumed on March 27 after a
hiatus of two years amid
COVID-19 pandemic.
During that period interna-
tional operations were lim-
ited to countries through
special flights under the
‘Vande Bharat Mission’ and
bilateral ‘air transport bub-
ble’ agreements with sever-
al countries. The ramp-up
is healthy with internation-
al passenger traffic reach-
ing 63 per cent and 72 per
cent of pre-Covid levels
(similar period in 2019) in
April and May, respectively,
this year compared to the
recovery of less than 50 per
cent to that of pre-pandem-
ic levels during FY22, the
ratings agency said. Icra
said it also expects the
ramp-up in the overall pas-
senger traffic to 96-97 per
cent of the pre-Covid levels
in FY23 on the back of a

strong and sharp recovery
in domestic passenger traf-
fic and the resumption of
international commercial
operations. The recovery in
domestic passenger traffic
was strong post-Omicron
and has reached 98 per cent
of pre-Covid levels in April
and May, it said, adding,
overall, passenger traffic
has reached 93 per cent of
pre-Covid levels in May.
“Resumption of interna-
tional commercial opera-
tions has accelerated the
traffic recovery.
Considering the healthy
ramp-up in international
traffic in the last two
months, Icra expects inter-
national traffic to reach 80-
85 per cent of the pre-Covid
level in FY23 as against ear-
lier estimates of 70-75 per
cent,” said Abhishek
Lahoti, senior analyst, for
corporate ratings at Icra.

International passenger traffic at Indian 
airports to hit 80-85 pc of pre-Covid level: Icra

New Delhi, Jun 06:

India’s bilateral trade
with all the six members
of GCC (Gulf
Cooperation Council)
group countries, includ-
ing the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, has increased sig-
nificantly in 2021-22 on
account of increasing
economic ties between
the two regions. India’s
exports to the GCC have
increased by 58.26 per
cent to about USD 44 bil-
lion in 2021-22 against
USD 27.8 billion in 2020-
21, according to the data
of the commerce min-
istry. The share of these
six countries in India’s
total exports has risen to
10.4 per cent in 2021-22
from 9.51 per cent in 2020-
21. Similarly, imports
rose by 85.8 per cent to
USD 110.73 billion com-

pared to USD 59.6 billion
in 2020-21, the data
showed. The share of
GCC members in India’s
total imports rose to 18
per cent in 2021-22 from
15.5 per cent in 2020-21.
Bilateral trade has in-
creased to USD 154.73 bil-
lion in 2021-22 from USD
87.4 billion in 2020-21.
These increasing figures
assume significance as
India is looking at negoti-
ating a free trade agree-
ment with the grouping.

The country has al-
ready implemented a
comprehensive trade pact
with the UAE on May 1,
with an aim to boost bi-
lateral trade to USD 100
billion in the coming
years. The GCC was es-
tablished in May 1981. Its
members are Saudi
Arabia Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and UAE.

India•s trade with GCC
increasing at rapid pace

New Delhi, Jun 06:

Retail sales of passen-
ger vehicles grew last
month but the sales of
two-wheeler and commer-
cial vehicles remained low
compared to the pre-
COVID month of May
2019, according to automo-
bile dealers’ body FADA.

On Monday, FADA said
that overall auto retails
stood at 16,46,773 units in
May, down from 18,22,900
units in May 2019. “May
2022 retails when com-
pared to May 2019 reveal
that sales are still not on a
growth trajectory as over-
all retails were down by 10
per cent. While PV and
tractors continued its posi-
tive run... two-wheeler,
three-wheeler and CV
sales are yet to show any
signs of healthy run-rate,”
Federation of Automobile

Dealers Associations
(FADA) President Vinkesh
Gulati said in a statement.
While a Year-on-Year (Y-o-
Y) comparison with May
2021 shows an exceptional-
ly healthy growth rate
across all categories, it is
important to note that
both May 2021 and May
2020 were affected by na-
tionwide lockdown due to
the COVID pandemic, he
stated.

According to him, a bet-
ter comparison will be
with May 2019 which was a
normal pre-COVID month.

Last month, the
Passenger Vehicle (PV) re-
tail sales stood at 2,63,152
units. This was 11 per cent
higher compared to
2,36,215 units sold in May
2019. The retails in COVID-
hit May 2021 and May 2020
stood at 86,479 units and
31,951 units, respectively.

Automobile retail sales 
in slow lane in May: FADA

ACROSS
1. Old highway name
6. Appendectomy evidence
10. Bogus
14. Master of unsavory film roles
15. Cavity
16. Penniless traveler
17. Attractive or not?
19. Central Iowa city
20. Darn it
21. Till pile

22. Some oranges
24. Bedframe adjunct
25. Gentleman of Verona
26. Benefactor
29. Interesting and exciting
32. Sharif and Epps
33. Fall sounds
34. Monk's title
35. Darned
36. Meadowlands movements
37. Place your name on
38. Kilowatt-hour fraction

39. Crinkly cloth
40. Rushed
41. Winter lawn greenery
43. Set back
44. Archaeologist's milieu
45. Music to slam dance to
46. Masters
48. Kind of ad
49. Thieves foiler
52. Eurasia's mountains
53. It's out of the bag
56. Combination, in some card games
57. Spy on the inside
58. More than see
59. Big galoots
60. Broker's tip, perhaps
61. Hiccup

DOWN
1. Swiss skiing site
2. Folktales
3. All hands on deck
4. Collector's collection, perhaps
5. Irks
6. Railroad switch
7. Wheel projections
8. Hoarder's goal
9. Debbie of film
10. Hair remover
11. It requires a short commute
12. Original shepherd
13. Velvety flora
18. Round of seasons
23. Novelist Oz
24. Twinkle-toed
25. Postal beat

26. Hang over
27. Type of board
28. Greedy one's take?
29. Some tennis strokes
30. Coaxes
31. Hits the tarmac
33. Goldilocks's lock
36. Some door crosspieces
37. Sad or Hacky follower
39. Mobile place
40. Flat people?
42. Clubs or orders
43. Shutout spoilers
45. Group of experts
46. Japanese wrestling
47. Field of study
48. Place for a wish
49. Pons song
50. Discounted by
51. News clipping
54. "The Conqueror Worm" poet
55. Beanie
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You should be feeling especially passion-
ate today, Aquarius, so don•t be surprised
if you can•t get sex and romance out of
your mind. If you•re currently involved,
schedule an intimate evening with your
lover, if possible. If you aren•t involved,
don•t be surprised if you pull someone new
and exciting under your spell. Your pas-
sions could also spill into other parts of
your life, including creative and intellectu-
al interests. Make the most of it.

Aquarius: Jan 21 … Feb 18
Long-buried emotions from the past, some
of them pleasant and some in need of
release, could well up from your subcon-
scious today, Pisces. This is likely to have an
uplifting effect on your mental and emotion-
al state, so don•t fight it. It•s also likely to
release whatever hang-ups you might have
about relationships. Therefore, you can
expect all your involvements to thrive - par-
ticularly the romantic ones. Enjoy.

Pisces: Feb 19 … Mar 20
Some exciting activities could take place in
your neighborhood today, Aries. You•ll defi-
nitely want to find out more about whatâ ’s
going on. If possible, you may go with some
close friends or a romantic partner.
Communicating with others is likely to be
intense and gratifying now, so expect your
head to be spinning by day•s end. It•s definite-
ly a great idea to spend some time alone with
a romantic partner this evening if tatâ ’s in
the cards. You•re feeling passionate.

Aries: Mar 21 … Apr 20
Your business and financial interests definitely
get a big boost today, Taurus, perhaps through
contacts with friends. Career matters are sky-
rocketing, and your financial future looks prom-
ising. Keep up the good work. Your health is
especially strong and vigorous, but your pri-
mary interest is likely to be romance, as you
should be feeling especially passionate.
Schedule an intimate evening with a significant
other, if possible, and make the most of it.

Taurus: Apr 21 … May 21

Love and romance are apt to be your primary
focus today, Gemini. If you're currently romanti-
cally involved, expect a wonderfully intense
evening with your special someone if it•s possible
you spend time together. If you aren't involved,
don't be surprised if someone new and exciting
comes into your life, perhaps contacting you
from another state or foreign country. Your cre-
ative abilities are also intensified. Take whatever
time you need to memorize the ideas coming
your way. You won't want to forget them.

Gemini: May 22 … June 21
Today dreams, visions, and intuitive insights
enrich your innovative side and interactions
with others. Don't hesitate to put your ideas
into motion, Cancer, even if they seem a bit too
ambitious. You're well attuned to the collective
unconscious and likely to be picking up on
future trends, so be on the alert. You're feeling
especially sexy in the evening, so plan an inti-
mate get-together with your lover if possible.

Cancer: June 22 … July 22
A neighbor or relative you haven't spoken
to for a while might contact you out of the
blue, Leo. Make the time to talk, as it could
open up doors for you that you wouldn't
normally expect. Relationships of all kinds
should be going especially well, and these
include romantic ones. If you're involved,
expect to grow closer. If you aren't cur-
rently involved, don't be surprised if some-
one new and exciting enters your life.

Leo: July 23 … Aug 23
Virgo, your working life and income are like-
ly to be enhanced today through the influ-
ence of people who live in distant states or
foreign countries. The desire for knowledge
is probably strong, and you might seek to
develop some new skills. Your romantic life
is also likely to be thriving since you feel
passionate and project that feeling to oth-
ers. Expect some surprises from a current or
potential romantic partner.

Virgo: Aug 24 … Sept 22

Romance is front and center today, Libra, as
you're probably feeling especially passionate.
This is a great day to plan an intimate
evening with a lover, if possible. Make use of
candles, muted lights, and soft music. You're
apt to be feeling especially passionate about
your other interests, whether they're intellec-
tual, creative, or business oriented. You can
expect to spend a lot of time pursuing your
passions, no matter what they are.

Libra: Sept 23 … Oct 23
You're likely to be feeling especially romantic
today, Scorpio. If you're currently involved,
plan an intimate evening at home with your
lover. If you aren't involved, anything goes.
Don't be surprised if someone new and exciting
comes into your life. Your imagination is high,
so you might decide to put your energy into
creative projects. Take whatever time you
need. Don't let the day pass you by.

Scorpio: Oct 24 … Nov 22
Today you might find that your social life takes
a definite turn for the better. You could receive
more than one text or call that piques your
interest, Sagittarius, and you•ll spend a lot of
time discussing arrangements for future get-
togethers. If you aren't romantically involved
now, you may find out about someone promis-
ing. If you're involved, make sure you reserve
time for an intimate encounter with your spe-
cial someone, if possible. Have fun.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 … Dec 21
Business and money matters may seem too
good to be true, Capricorn. Success and
good fortune in these departments are defi-
nitely indicated for you today. If you've been
trying to get a break in a creative or artistic
field, it may finally manifest. The present
looks profitable and the future bright. In the
evening, celebrate by scheduling a romantic
encounter with your lover, if possible. You
should find it especially gratifying now.

Capricorn: Dec 22 … Jan 20
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J asmin Bhasin started
her journey in the en-

tertainment industry with
TV shows like Tashan-E-
Ishq, Dil Se Dil Tak among
others and is known for
her bubbly onscreen roles.
While she also tried her
hands at reality shows
such as Bigg Boss and
later with music videos,
now Jasmin Bhasin is
looking at taking the next
step in her career with
films. Fans of the actress
would be aware that she
will be making her debut
in movies with the film
Honeymoon alongside

Gippy Grewal. Now re-
ports have it that the ac-
tress has signed her
Bollywood film and it is
with none other than the
famous Mahesh Bhatt and
Vikram Bhatt.

Jasmin Bhasin will be
making her Bollywood
debut. She has signed a
film which will be penned
by Mahesh Bhatt and pre-
sented by Vikram Bhatt
and K Sera Sera. Produced
by Loneranger and Zee,
the untitled film is direct-
ed by Manish Chavan,
who will be making his di-
rectorial debut with this

venture. Details of the
genre and the rest of the
cast are yet to be revealed.
Reports have it that the ac-
tress will kick off the
shoot of the film at the end
of July this year.

A source close to the ac-
tress confirmed the news
adding, “While details of
her character etc. are un-
known at this juncture,
Jasmin will play an inter-
esting role that promises
to take her fans by sur-
prise. She is extremely ex-
cited to start work on the
film and has already start-
ed prepping for it.”

Jasmin Bhasinto make
her Bollywood debut in

a Mahesh Bhatt film

TT he 17th Mumbai
International Film

Festival (MIFF) that kicked
off from May 29 with numer-
ous Bollywood talents, direc-
tors and creative artists
shining through the festival.
Knowledgeable sessions
each day are inspiring the
new comers, as well as the
audiences. Oscar winner
sound designer, Resul
Pookutty in his outstanding
masterclass discussed in
details, the sound effects
work in the film Pushpa: The

Rise. He stated
that sound has
the ability to
define the
space and
dimension of
the visual.
T h e r e f o r e ,
sound design-
ers have to be
selective about

sounds and place them care-
fully in a scene.

He explained about the
difference between dia-
logues and pitch and said

that spoken dialogues are
thrown carefully into the
acoustic environment to
make an emotional connect
with the audience. Talking
about the 5 different forms
of sounds i.e Production
Sound, Foley sound,
Ambience Sound, Designed
Sound, and Music he insisted
to keep the context of the
story, vision of the director
and socio-cultural aspects in
which it is being set in mind
while designing the audio
layer.

Resul Pookutty decodes the sound of •Pushpa: the Rise•

TT he last time we saw
Shah Rukh Khan on

the big screen was in 2018
in the Aanand L Rai film
Zero. Since then, though
the actor has been missing
from the silver screen he
has been prepping to make
a return with a bang. In
fact, just yesterday Shah
Rukh Khan finally
announced the title of his
film with Atlee, Jawan.
Interestingly with the
announcement, Shah Rukh
Khan fans are in for a treat
in 2023 with not just one or
two but three release viz.
Dunki, Pathaan, and
Jawan. Speaking about
Shah Rukh Khan featuring
in three release in a single

year a well-placed industry
source says, •With three
film in a single year there
is a lot riding on SRK right
now. Not to mention that
all three film are big-ticket
Bollywood entertainers
mounted on an even bigger
budget. Given this there
seems to be anywhere
upwards of Rs. 300 cr rid-
ing on Shah Rukh Khan
alone.Ž The first film fea-
turing Shah Rukh Khan to
hit screens will be the Yash
Raj Films venture Pathaan
that will hit screens in
January. Co-starring
Deepika Padukone, John
Abraham and Emraan
Hashmi alongside SRK the
film is directed by

Siddharth Anand, and is
expected to start the year
with a bang. Set in
Mumbai the film is said to
be a spy thriller that will
keep the audience on
edge. Following Pathaan
will be the Red Chillies
production Jawan that is
directed by Atlee is said to
be a pan India film that
will release in five lan-
guages. The film promises
to be a spectacular event
film with high-octane
action sequences and tal-
ent assembled from across
Indian cinema. Being read-
ied to hit screens in June,
Jawan will be SRK•s first
Pan India film. Ending 2023
will be Shah Rukh Khan•s

last release for the year
with Dunki slated to
release on December 23.
Capitalizing on the
Christmas weekend, the
film which is directed by
Rajkumar Hirani will high-
light the rampant use of
an illegal backdoor route
called 'Donkey Flight' by
Indians to immigrate to
countries like Canada
and USA. While we can•t
wait to watch all three
films, 2023 is certainly
going to be a bonanza for
Shah Rukh Khan with
releases scheduled even-
ly through the year, the
actor might just end 2023
as the highest grossing
actor of the year.

Rs. 500 crores riding on Shah Rukh Khan as he returns
with three films in 2023 after a four-year hiatus

AA ctress Geetika
Mehandru, known for

playing Gauri from season 1
of web series "Roohaniyat",
a thriller love story which
has been divided into four
seasons with Season 2 set
to release soon, says she
loves playing the character.
Majorly shot in Pune, the
shoot has ended now.
Geetika says: "Finally it's a
wrap. I personally loved
having fun as Gauri on sets.

This character will always
stay close to my heart." "I
can't express in words
what Gauri is for me. You
know there's nothing that
Gauri cannot handle, Gauri
is equal to solutions. She
has given me the most
memorable character of
my life." The web series
also features Arjun Bijlani,
Kanika Mann, Shaan
Groverr, and Harshit
Sindhwani. Asked about

what she is going to miss
the most, Geetika said: "My
co-actors and directors.
They all were a blessing to
me. Improvisations with
Harshit, that fun in Arjun's
van, discussions at
Kanika's van, gossip at
Palak's van, dance with
Arushi. I am going to miss
each and everything. The
best co-actors one could
ever have. All I can say is I
am really blessed."

Geetika
Mehandru

recalls 

experience 

with co-actors

in •Roohaniyat•

MM ika Singh has made the
decision to find his life

companion through Star Bharat•s
•Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti•. This
came as a welcome surprise to his
close friends and family. Ahead of
the launch of his new show, Mika
Singh would like to sponsor a
Mass Wedding before his own!

Yes, you heard it right. Mika
Singh has expressed his wishes to
sponsor a Mass Wedding for
engaged couples who are so in
love that they can•t wait to get
married.

This decision has left his fans
with a lot more admiration
towards the generous Singer and
Rapper Mika Singh. As he embarks
on his search for that special
someone to share his life with, it is
evident that he would like it to end

in marriage. In the meantime,
sponsoring a Mass Wedding is his
way of thanking the fans and
viewers for their support all
through this journey.

Mika Singh•s work has been a
great source of enjoyment and
inspiration for many of his follow-
ers and fans. It is truly a testament
to his writing, composing and
singing. Mika Singh has dedicated
his life to music and now its time
to explore this part of his journey
where he gets to share all the joys
of his life with his life partner. He
intends to find his right match on
the show •Swayamvar - Mika Di
vohti•.

Stay tuned for more updates as
the show •Swayamvar - Mika Di
Vohti• nears its launch on 19th
June, only on Star Bharat!

Mika Singh to sponsor
a mass wedding  
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Rabat (Morocco), Jun
06 (PTI): , India’s
Avinash Sable finished a
creditable fifth at the pres-
tigious Diamond League
Meet here and in the
process shattered his own
3000m steeplechase na-
tional record for the
eighth time.

The 27-year-old army
man from a humble fami-
ly in the Beed district of
Maharashtra clocked
8:12.48 in a high-quality
field late Sunday night,
shaving off more than
three seconds from his
own previous national
record of 8:16.21, which he
set during the Indian
Grand Prix in
Thiruvananthapuram in
March.

Sable finished ahead of
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Benjamin Kigen
of Kenya who ended in
eighth position with
8:17.32. Local hero and

Tokyo Olympics gold
medallist Soufiane El
Bakkali won the race with
a meet record of 7:58.28.
Ethiopia’s Tokyo
Olympics silver winner
Lamecha Girma was sec-
ond, clocking 7:59.24,
while his compatriot
Hailemariyam Tegegn
took the third position
with a personal best of
8:06.29.

The 2016 Rio Olympics
champion Conseslus
Kipruto of Kenya was
fourth with a timing of
8:12.47, a one-hundredth
of a second ahead of
Sable. Sable is known for
breaking his own 3000m
steeplechase national
record multiple times. He
first broke it in 2018 when
he clocked 8:29.80 at the
National Inter State
championships to erase
the then 37-year-old mark
of 8:30.88 mark of Gopal
Saini.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 06 (PTI): Indian ace
Viswanathan Anand re-
turned to winning ways,
upstaging world No.1
Magnus Carlsen in the
fifth round of the
Classical section early
on Monday in the
Norway Chess tourna-
ment to climb to the top
spot.

After defeating the
Norwegian superstar in
the Blitz event that pre-
ceded the Classical sec-
tion, Anand claimed the
victory in a thrilling
Armageddon (sudden
death game) after the
regular match ended in a
40-move draw.

In the Armageddon,
the 52-year old Anand
recreated magic of old
when he stunned Carlsen
to post a win in 50 moves.

With 10 points in his
kitty, the Indian GM
leads the field with four

more rounds to go in the
prestigious tournament
which features some of
the best players in the
sport.

Anand had started the
Classical section with
three straight wins, beat-
ing Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave (France),

Veselin Topalov
(Bulgaria) and Hao Wang
(China) before American
Wesley So ended his
streak in the fourth
round.

Carlsen lies in second
spot with 9.5 points de-
spite the loss to his long-
time rival. So, who won

the Blitz section earlier,
shares third place with
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
(Azerbaijan) on 8.5
points.

In the fifth round, So
went down to
Mamedyarov via
Armageddon.

There were wins for
Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and
Norway’s Aryan Tari
over Teimour Radjabov
(Azerbaijan) and Hao
Wang respectively in the
fifth round.

Frenchman Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave won the
sudden death game
against veteran Veselin
Topalov (Bulgaria) in the
other match to improve
his score to 7 points.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in an
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw
in the classical game.

Lausanne, Jun 05 (PTI):

A magnificent India
made a stunning comeback
from being three-goal down
to beat Poland 6-4 in a pul-
sating final to clinch the in-
augural FIH Hockey 5s
championship here on
Sunday. India, who had
topped the five-team league
standings with three wins
and one draw en route
final, ended their cam-
paign with an unbeaten
record.

This was India’s second
win of day over the same
opponents. India had beat-
en Poland, who had fin-
ished second with two wins
and as many losses, 6-2 in
their round-robin league
match three and half
hours earlier in the day.
Playing their third match
of the day, the Indians were
stunned for a while after
Poland pumped in three

goals without reply in the
first five minutes of play
through Mateusz
Nowakowski (1st),
Wojciech Rutkowski (5th)
and captain Robert Pawlak
(5th). Poland played just
one match on Sunday be-

fore the final as against
India’s two and perhaps
that might have some effect
on Graham Reid’s men in
the fast-paced format
played in just 20 minutes in
a match. But the Indians
regrouped quickly from

the initial jolt with Sanjay
and captain Gurinder
Singh finding the target in
the eighth and ninth min-
utes respectively to go to
the breather trailing 2-3. It
was just a matter of time
that the Indians got their

mojo back as they surged
to 4-3 lead after fine field
goals from Dhami Boby
Singh (11th) and tourna-
ment’s most prolific scorer
Raheel Mohammed (13th).

Once they were on the
ascendancy, there was no
stopping the Indians
against a hapless Poland as
Raheel (17th) and Singh
(19th) struck their respec-
tive second goal of the
match to complete the for-
malities. Polish captain
Jacek Kurowski pulled one
back in the 18th minute to
reduce the goal margin.
Raheel ended the tourna-
ment with 10 goals from
five matches at the top of
the goal-scorer’s chart.
Earlier, India first out-
played Malaysia 7-3, pump-
ing in four goals in the sec-
ond half in a stunning
show before beating
Poland 6-2 in the second
match of the day.

Chennai, Jun 06 (PTI):

Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi, who has seen his
stock rise in the past few
months, is upbeat about
India’s chances in the up-
coming chess Olympiad.

The 18-year-old chess
player from Telangana
has won a handful of tour-
naments so far this year
and has become the high-
est-rated Indian in the
world blitz rankings at
13th.

The young GM, who
aims to break the 2700
(Elo) barrier soon, be-
lieves the Indian teams
are strong and could do
well in the 44th Olympiad
later this year. His current
FIDE rating is 2681 in the
Classical category and
2745 (in Blitz).

Having won the
Challengers section in the
prestigious Tata Steel
chess tournament in Wijk
aan Zee (the Netherlands)
earlier this year and earn-
ing the opportunity to
compete in the Masters
section in 2023, he has
been getting better over
time.

Erigaisi, however, feels
he has not done anything
specific, saying “I don’t
think anything specific
has changed in matches
since 2021. I have been
working the same way,
and just that I am putting
in more effort.”

“I think I have been
playing a lot of tourna-
ments and that is helping
me improve my game also
and the opening...earlier
they used to be kind of a

weakness but now that is
an area where I do better,”
Erigaisi, who also won the
Delhi Open and the na-
tional championship earli-
er this year, told PTI in an
interaction.

He is expected to be one
of the key members of the
Indian team in the
Olympiad, to be held at
Mahabalipuram from
July 28 to August 10.

“I think we have pretty
strong teams - both ‘A’ and
‘B.’ At the moment USA is
the favourite with a rating
average of 2756. We cer-
tainly have good chances
to beat them. We just have
to perform well and how
we play during the tourna-
ment matters the most,”
Erigaisi, who will be part
of the India ‘A’ squad in
the Open event, said.

PPuunnee,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII)):: Top-
seed Farrukh Amonatov
of Tajikistan posted a 43-
move win over Russian
Boris Savchenko to take
his tally to 7.5 points and
shoot into the lead after
the ninth round of the
inaugural Maharashtra

International Open
Grandmaster chess tournament
here on Monday.

In the top board clash, GM
Amonatov (Elo 2622), who is
unbeaten so far, got the better
of fellow GM Savchenko to take
sole lead. Three players „ Arjun
Kalyan, Deep Sengupta and
Aleksej Aleksandrov, all
Grandmasters trail the leader by
half a point. 

Kalyan, Sengupta and
Aleksandrov registered wins
over GMs Karthik Venkatarman,
Mihail Nikitenko and Duc Hoa
Nguyen of Vietnam in their

respective ninth round games.
Luka Paichadze, who held the
lead till round five, made short
work of Indian Grandmaster
Divya Deshmukh to take his
score to 6.5 points, a point
behind the leader. 

Two more rounds remain to
be played in the tournament.
Important results (9th round):
Farrukh Amonatov (7.5) beat
Boris Savchenko (6.5), Deep
Sengupta (7) beat Mihail
Nikitenko (5.5), Arjun Kalyan (7)
beat Karthik Venkataraman (6),
Aleksej Aleksandrov (7) beat D
H Nguyen (4), Aditya Mittal
(6.5) drew with Neelesh Saha
(4.5), Luka Paichade (6.5) beat
Divya Deshmukh (1.5).

M R Lalith Babu (6) drew with
C K Mohan, A Shrivatri (1.5)
drew M R Venkatesh (5), Kirill
Stupak (4.5) beat Vikramaditya
Kulkarni (1.5), L R Srihari (4)
beat Vishnu Prasanna (4).

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

Morocco, Nigeria and
Tanzania claimed the final
three spots to complete the
lineup for the FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup India
2022 to be held later this
year. This marks a signifi-
cant milestone as India is
all set to host its first-ever
FIFA women’s tournament
from October 11 to October
30. The three nations from
the Confederation of
African Football (CAF) will
have their names in the pot
for the official draw sched-
uled to take place on June
24. Hosts India, China,
Japan, New Zealand, USA,
Canada, Mexico, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Germany,
Spain and France will also
be introduced to their op-

ponents in the ceremony,
which will take place in
Zurich. This is a watershed
moment for Tanzania and
Morocco as both the na-
tions will make their de-
buts at the global youth
tournament. Nigeria, on
the other hand, are a tour-
nament regular, having
qualified for all but one of
the last six U-17 finals.

Tanzania, the first East
African country to reach
the finals, sealed their
place in the tournament
with a convincing 5-1 ag-
gregate victory over
Cameroon. Morocco,
meanwhile, beat Ghana on
penalties on Saturday to
seal the deal after both the
teams won their respective
home games to finish 2-2 on
aggregate.

Dubai, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Emirates Cricket
Board will conduct the in-
augural International
League T20 from January
6 to February 12, 2023,
with three IPL franchises
owning outfits in the six-
team league.

Out of the six franchis-
es, five are Indian compa-
nies including Reliance
Industries which owns
Mumbai Indians, Shah
Rukh Khan’s Knight
Riders Group, Delhi
Capitals co-owners GMR,
Adani Sportsline and
Capri Global apart from
Lancer Capitals, a compa-
ny belonging to
Manchester United own-

ers Glazer family.
Emirates Cricket Board

chairman Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al

Nahayan said: “Emirates
Cricket Board is delight-
ed to welcome Reliance
Industries, Kolkata
Knight Riders, Capri
Global, GMR, Lancer
Capital, Adani
Sportsline, broadcaster
ZEE and all other stake-
holders to the newly es-
tablished T20 League of
UAE. “Such illustrious,
experienced names and
entities as partners bodes
well for the UAE T20
League. Through the
commitment of these
partners they have
demonstrated confidence
in the Emirates Cricket
Board as we take the
game into the future,” the
ECB chairman added.

The tournament will
also provide a valuable
platform for Emirates
Cricket to take their local
talent to a higher level.

Cardiff, Jun 06 (AP):

Weeks of back spasms
were not going to stop
Gareth Bale’s mission to
lead Wales back to the
World Cup. Try stopping
the captain taking to the
field when there is a 64-
year drought to end.

Try stopping a free kick
from a forward who was
once the world’s costliest
footballer. Ukraine winger
Andriy Yarmolenko could
only divert it into his own
net with a header.

The 1-0 win over war-
disrupted Ukraine on
Sunday, secured in the
34th minute in the Cardiff
downpour, was enough to
send Wales back to the
World Cup as the country
with the longest gap be-
tween qualifications for
the FIFA showpiece.

It’s the greatest result in
the history of Welsh foot-
ball,” Bale said. I’m just

delighted we are going to a
World Cup. It means every-
thing, it’s what dreams are
made of. I’m speechless.
I’m so glad we’ve done it
for these amazing fans.

Bale was one of those
spectators for the remain-
ing 10 minutes or so after
being substituted when
his body could offer no

more. It was difficult,”
Bale said. “I haven’t played
too much football these
last three or four weeks be-
cause of my back spasm,
but the most important
thing was to get through. I
give my all. I was running
on empty.” The trip to
Qatar gives Bale British
soccer’s most decorated

foreign export at Real
Madrid a chance to finally
play on the sport’s biggest
stage. But the five-time
Champions League win-
ner is without a club for
next season after being re-
leased by Madrid. While
saying he has loads of of-
fers, the 32-year-old free
agent had been coy about
his playing future.

Now there is a new club
to find to stay match fit for
the Nov. 21 World Cup
opener against the United
States. Then there is Iran
and England to play in
Group B. The Welsh also
played their neighbors at
the 2016 European
Championship when they
lost to England in the
group stage. But Wales did
go further than England at
Euro 2016 in France,
reaching the semifinals
where Cristiano Ronaldo
led Portugal to victory and
then the title.

Geneva, Jun 06 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored his world record-
extending 116th and 117th
goals for Portugal. Erling
Haaland got his 17th and
18th at a faster rate for
Norway. Gavi opened his
Spain account at age 17.

Ronaldo had gone five
games and nearly nine
months without an inter-
national goal until
Portugal routed
Switzerland 4-0 in the
Nations League on
Sunday.

After scoring twice in
four first-half minutes,
Ronaldo missed two more
good chances before half-
time, had a goal disal-
lowed for a late offside
flag and forced Swiss goal-
keeper Gregor Kobel into
two good saves late in a
lopsided League A game
between World Cup-
bound teams in Lisbon.

It’s now 117 goals in 188 in-
ternational games for the
37-year-old Ronaldo head-
ing to his fifth World Cup
in November. Portugal is
in a group with South
Korea, Uruguay and
Ghana.

Erling Haaland has 18
goals in 19 games for
Norway after scoring
twice in a 2-1 win at
Sweden in League B to
show why the 21-year-old
forward might be the
biggest talent missing in
Qatar. There was a first
international goal for

teenage Gavi in an eighth
international game for
Barcelona’s latest mid-
field prospect, and Spain
drew 2-2 at the Czech
Republic in League A.

Gavi’s curling left-foot
shot between two defend-
ers in first-half stoppage
time in Prague leveled a
fourth-minute opener for
the Czech Republic by
Jakub Pe ek.

The Czechs led again
when Jan Kuchta scored
in the 66th with an auda-
cious chip over advancing
goalkeeper Unai Simon.

Avinash Sable breaks national record
to finish fifth in Diamond League

Norway Chess: Anand claims another
win over world champion Carlsen

FIH Hockey 5s: Indian men•s team emerges championsErigaisi upbeat about India•s
chances in chess Olympiad

UAE•s ILT20 to be held from Jan 6 to Feb 12, 2023
�„ Reliance, KKR,

GMR, Adani own 4
out of 6 teams
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s Top-seed Amonatov

jumps into lead
Morocco, Nigeria, Tanzania

book last 3 spots in FIFA U-17
Women•s World Cup in India

Ronaldo adds to record goal tally

Cristiano Ronaldo
celebrates after scoring

Portugal•s third goal
during the UEFA Nations
League League A Group 2

match against
Switzerland at Estadio
Jose Alvalade in Lisbon.

Messi nets 5 for Argentina 
for 1st time, overtakes Puskas

Pamplona (Spain): Lionel Messi scored five goals for Argentina
for the first time in a 5-0 rout of Estonia in a friendly match in
Spain, becoming the fourth-highest scorer for a national team
in men•s soccer. Messi scored twice in the first half, including
from a penalty kick, and three times after the interval to reach
86 international goals. He moved past the 84 goals of former
Hungary great Ferenc Puskas.

Wales beats Ukraine to end 64-year wait for World Cup return

Gareth Bale celebrates with Wales team-mates after
winning their 2022 World Cup qualifier match against
Ukraine in Cardiff. 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested Ajay
Kumar Tamrakar, a senior di-
visional mechanical engineer
of the West Central Railway
posted in Itarsi in Madhya
Pradesh, for allegedly de-
manding a bribe of Rs 3.5
lakh from a man for employ-
ing him as a peon at his bun-
galow, officials said on
Monday.

It is alleged that the com-
plainant worked as a peon at
Tamrakar's official residence
for over three years since
2017. The complainant al-
leged that he had become eli-
gible for a regular job in the
railways, which he had men-
tioned to Tamrakar but got no
satisfactory response. 

Tamrakar told him to con-
tinue with his peon's job at
his bungalow, according to
the complaint, which is now
part of the FIR. After repeat-

ed mentions, Tamrakar
stopped him from coming to
his bungalow from December
16, 2021 onwards, the com-
plainant alleged. 

The complainant kept urg-
ing him to take him back in
his job as "bungalow peon"
and regularise his employ-
ment. He alleged that recent-
ly, Tamrakar demanded Rs
3.5 lakh as bribe for taking
him back as peon.

"The case was registered
on the complaint against
Senior DME, Diesel Locoshed,
West Central Railway, Itarsi
(MP). It was alleged that the
accused demanded a bribe of
Rs 3.5 lakh from the com-
plainant for taking him on job
as peon. 

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the accused while ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 50,000
from the complainant," a
spokesperson of the agency
said in a statement here.

Rampur, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Senior Samajwadi Party
leader Muhammad Azam
Khan's close aide Asim
Raja will be the party's can-
didate for the June 23 by-
election to the Rampur Lok
Sabha seat. Khan on
Monday announced his
name here at the party of-
fice, Darr-ul-Awam, which
means the house of com-
mon people.

The announcement
came days after party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav met
Khan at a Delhi hospital
and the two, according to
sources, discussed the by-
election to the Rampur
seat. The seat fell vacant
after Khan's election to the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
this year, necessitating the
by-election. Addressing a
gathering here, Khan said
people might have thought

he was going to field his
wife as she had obtained
the nomination papers.

"We decided to set an ex-
ample. So, I have chosen
my old companion who has
a rich political experience
and his name is Asim
Raja," Khan said. He ap-
pealed to all SP workers
and local leaders to work to
ensure Raja's victory.

An emotional Khan also
spoke about his time in jail,
where he spent over two
years. He thanked the
Supreme Court for granti-
ng him interim bail. Raja
has been associated with
Khan for the past 40 years,
even before the formation
of the SP. Raja is the city
president of the SP for the
past eight years. In 1989, he
had contested the civic
polls in Rampur.

He got his Master's de-
gree in political science

from Raza Postgraduate
Degree College in Rampur
in 1981. Speaking to PTI, 64-
year-old Raja said, "I have
participated in all move-
ments and protests with
Azam Khan, whether it
was a 'jail bharo andolan'
or any other protest held
by Azam Khan sahab. I was

always the chief election
agent of Azam Khan in
every election, be it the
Assembly or Lok Sabha
elections."

He said in December last
year, he surrendered before
a court and was sent to jail
after he was declared want-
ed by police in a case relat-

ed to the anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act protests
in 2019. Raja was later re-
leased on bail by a Rampur
court. Speaking to re-
porters, Raja thanked
Khan for reposing his faith

in him. He exuded confi-
dence that he will win the
by-election with the sup-
port of the people of
Rampur, who have always
stood by Khan and will
continue to stand by him.

Jammu-based government employees, posted in Kashmir, during a protest rally demanding their transfer to their
home districts, Jammu, Monday.

PROTEST RALLY

CBI arrests senior divisional
mechanical engineer of 

railways for asking for •bribe•

DAC approves procurement of 
military equipment, platforms 

worth Rs 76,390 Crore
New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

In a significant move, the
defence ministry on Monday
approved the procurement of
military equipment and plat-
forms worth Rs 76,390 crore
from domestic industries. The
procurement proposals were
approved by the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, the ministry
said.

For the Indian Navy, the
DAC accorded approval for
the procurement of next gen-
eration corvettes (NGCs) at
an estimated cost of around
Rs 36,000 crore, it said. These
NGCs will be versatile plat-
forms for a variety of roles
namely surveillance missions,
escort operations, deterrence,
Surface Action Group (SAG)
operations, search and attack
and coastal defence. 

The NGCs would be con-
structed based on a new in-
house design of the Indian
Navy, using latest technology
of ship building, the ministry
said in a statement. The DAC
also approved a proposal for
the manufacture of Dornier
aircraft and Su-30 MKI aero-
engines by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
with a focus on enhancing in-
digenisation. 

For the Indian Army, the
DAC accorded a fresh ap-
proval for the procurement of
Rough Terrain Fork Lift Trucks
(RTFLTs), Bridge Laying Tanks
(BLTs), Wheeled Armoured
Fighting Vehicles (Wh AFVs)
with Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles (ATGMs) and
Weapon Locating Radars
(WLRs) through domestic
sources, with an emphasis on
indigenous design and devel-
opment. 

Amaravati, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Dynastic political par-
ties have become a threat
to the democracy of the
country, BJP national
president J P Nadda has
remarked, even as he said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not only scripted
a new development story
of India but also trans-
formed the nation's politi-
cal culture in the last eight
years.

"BJP is now the only na-
tional party in the country
while the Congress has
been reduced to a bhai-
behen (brother-sister) out-
fit. BJP is the only party
that has neta (leader), niti
(policy), niyat (intent),
karyakram (programme),
karyakarta (workers) and
vaatavaran (environ-
ment), Nadda said, ad-
dressing a meeting of BJP
state leaders in
Vijayawada on Monday.

"Political culture and
quality has changed be-
cause of the leadership of
Narendra Modi. We are
fighting dynastic parties
that have become a danger
to the democracy of the
nation.

Be it in Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka and West
Bengal...there are either
baap-bete (father-son) par-
ties or baap-beti (father-
daughter) and bua-bhatija
(aunt-nephew) party, the
BJP chief said, referring
to parties like JKNC, PDP,
NCP, TMC, JD(S),
Samajwadi and Akali Dal.

Nadda claimed that the
so-called Indian National
Congress was neither
Indian, nor was it 'nation-
al' any more as it has been
reduced to a bhai-behen
(Rahul Gandhi and

Priyanka Vadra) party.
Stating that the Prime
Minister scripted a new
development story of
India in the last eight
years, Nadda said the
country's Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) shot up to
Rs 233 lakh crore from Rs
112.33 lakh crore. India
was now number three in

the world in energy con-
sumption and number two
in global retail trade
growth.

"We have a strong busi-
ness ecosystem, with 500
billion USD exports on
hand. Our Foreign Direct
Investment touched 84 bil-
lion USD," he pointed out.
India, according to IMF,

was expected to witness a
growth rate of 8.7 per cent.

The percentage of peo-
ple living below the pover-
ty line reduced from 22 to
10 over the last years,
while those under the
maximum poverty line
came down to 0.8 per cent
from one per cent, the BJP
chief noted. "A staggering
amount of Rs 22 lakh crore
has been transferred into
the people's accounts
under various direct bene-
fit transfer schemes, with
zero pilferage," he said.

"In the last eight years,
6.70 lakh new schools have
been established, and liter-
acy rate went up from 69 to
75 per cent. Fifteen new
AIIMS have been set up, in
addition to 170 new med-
ical colleges across the
country. It's a lengthy list
that will take hours to read
if I mention about other
development works,"
Nadda said.
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Prophet Mohammad comment row

India rejects OIC’s remarks as 
‘narrow-minded’, : Pak ‘eulogises fanatics’
New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Amid growing criticism
by the Islamic countries
over controversial re-
marks made by now-sus-
pended and expelled BJP
leaders against Prophet
Mohammad, India on
Monday slammed the com-
ments by OIC as "narrow-
minded" and "motivated,
misleading and mischie-
vous".

New Delhi also hit back
at Pakistan after its Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
reacted sharply on Twitter
to condemn remarks by
Nupur Sharma and
Naveen Kumar Jindal,
saying the "absurdity of a
serial violator of minority
rights" commenting on the
treatment of minorities in
another nation is not lost
on anyone.

Reacting strongly to re-
marks by the Organisation
of Islamic Countries (OIC),
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said India accords
"highest respect" to all reli-
gions and that the state-
ment by the 57-member
grouping exposed its "divi-
sive agenda" which is being
pursued at the behest of
"vested interests."

The OIC also urged the
UN to take necessary meas-
ures to ensure that the
rights of Muslims are pro-
tected in India. "We have
seen the statement on India
from the General
Secretariat of the OIC. The
government of India cate-
gorically rejects the OIC
Secretariat's unwarranted
and narrow-minded com-
ments. The government of
India accords the highest

respect to all religions,"
Bagchi said. "The offensive
tweets and comments deni-
grating a religious person-
ality were made by certain
individuals. They do not, in
any manner, reflect the
views of the government of
India," he said.

Bagchi said strong action
has already been taken
against these individuals
by relevant bodies. "It is re-
grettable that the OIC
Secretariat has yet again
chosen to make motivated,
misleading and mischie-
vous comments. This only
exposes its divisive agenda
being pursued at the behest
of vested interests," he
said. "We would urge the
OIC Secretariat to stop pur-
suing its communal ap-
proach and show due re-
spect to all faiths and reli-
gions," he said.

Referring to criticism by
Sharif and the Pakistan
Foreign Ministry, Bagchi
said the "absurdity of a se-
rial violator of minority
rights commenting on the
treatment of minorities in
another nation is not lost
on anyone."

"The world has been wit-
ness to the systemic perse-
cution of minorities includ-
ing Hindus, Sikhs,
Christians and Ahmadiyyas
by Pakistan. The world has
been witness to the sys-
temic persecution of mi-
norities including Hindus,
Sikhs, Christians and
Ahmadiyyas by Pakistan,"
he said. Bagchi said the gov-
ernment "accords the high-
est respect to all religions.
This is quite unlike
Pakistan where fanatics are
eulogized and monuments
built in their honour."

•Dynastic parties threat to nation•s democracy•

BJP National President JP Nadda during a meeting, in
Vijayawada, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi alleged on
Monday that the BJP's
"shameful bigotry" has not
only isolated India, but has
also damaged its global
standing.

"Divided internally, India
becomes weak externally.
BJP's shameful bigotry has
not only isolated us, but
also damaged India's
standing globally," Gandhi
wrote on Twitter.

His remarks came in the
wake of international out-
rage over controversial re-
marks made by two BJP
functionaries against
Prophet Mohammad, after
which they were suspend-
ed and expelled by the
party.

BJP•s bigotry 
damaged India•s 

standing globally: Rahul

Govt, opposition may differ on ideology, but there shouldn•t be animosity: Kovind
Lucknow, Jun 06 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Monday said
there can be differences
of ideology between the
ruling party and the op-
position but there should
not be any animosity be-
tween both the sides.

Addressing a joint sit-
ting of the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council and
the Assembly, Kovind
said the UP Legislature
has a glorious history of
dignified amicability be-
tween the ruling party
and the opposition.

"Sometimes, there

have been undignified in-
cidents which are con-
trary to this rich tradi-
tion. You have to make
an effort to forget them
by considering those as
an exception.

"You all have to further
strengthen the rich polit-
ical tradition of UP. In a
democracy, there can be
differences of ideology
between the ruling party
and the opposition but
there should not be any
animosity (vaimanasya)
between both the sides,"
Kovind said.

Kovind said the
Legislature is the temple

of democracy and people
consider the public rep-
resentatives as their
'bhaagyavidhata' (one
who decides the destiny).

"The people of the
state have a lot of hope
and expectations from
you, and fulfilling their
expectations is the most
important work for you.

"The ambit of your
public service must con-
tain all citizens, whether
they have voted for you
or not. Hence, it is your
responsibility to work in
the interest of every per-
son," he said.

He reminded them that

according to the oath,
they are committed to
work not only for the en-
tire state but for the en-
tire country apart from
their respective regions.

Emphasising on the
need to increase the rep-
resentation of the
women (in the
Legislature), Kovind
said, "From the point of
view of social inclusion,
it is a good achievement
that in the current
Legislature, the ambit of
representation of vari-
ous sections of the socie-
ty, has increased.

"But, I have been told

that in the UP Legislative
Assembly, the number of
women MLAs is 47.
However, one should not
be satisfied with this
number. This is around
12 per cent of the total
403 MLAs (in UP
Assembly). Similarly, in
the 100-member UP
Legislative Council, out
of the current 91 mem-
bers, five are women,
which comes out to be 5.5
per cent. There are im-
mense possibilities in in-
creasing the representa-
tion of women."

Kovind said India is
celebrating the 'Azadi ka

Amrit Mahotsav' to com-
memorate the 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence.

One of the objectives of
this celebration is to re-
member our freedom
fighters who are often
forgotten and about
whom all citizens, espe-
cially the young genera-
tion, should know, he
said.

There have been many
such unknown and
anonymous freedom
fighters in Uttar Pradesh,
about whom more infor-
mation should be accessi-
ble. Dissemination of

more information about
well-known freedom
fighters would also in-
crease awareness among
the people, the president
noted.

He said lecture series
could be organized in ed-
ucational institutions in
memory of freedom
fighters and people could
also be made aware of
their life stories through
other mediums. The pres-
ident also exuded confi-
dence that UP will soon
become "Uttam Pradesh".

"With your efforts,
Uttar Pradesh will soon
become Uttam Pradesh.

When the largest state of
the country achieves all
the parameters of devel-
opment, then the coun-
try's development will au-
tomatically get a back-
ing."

"I hope that 25 years
from now, when the na-
tion will celebrate the
centenary of
Independence, by then
UP would have been es-
tablished as the leading
state in India in terms of
parameters of develop-
ment, and our country
would be at the forefront
among the developed
countries," Kovind said.

Azam Khan•s close aide is SP candidate 
for bypoll to Rampur Lok Sabha seat

Azamgarh, Jun 06 (PTI): BJP candidate Dinesh Lal Yadav
'Nirauaha' filed his nomination for the Azamgarh Lok Sabha
bypoll on Monday and exuded confidence that in absence of a
grand alliance the people will vote on development issues and
confirm his victory. The bypoll was necessitated after
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav vacated the seat fol-
lowing his win in the Uttar Pradesh assembly polls. Polling will
be held on June 23. Interacting with reporters after filing his
nomination, Yadav said the Samajwadi Party is out of con-
tention for the seat this time. "The last time (during 2019 Lok
Sabha polls), there was a 'mahagathbandhan' (the alliance of
SP and BSP). But this time, there is no such alliance and victo-
ry is assured. Azamgarh will not vote on caste lines but on de-
velopment," he said. "The equations are completely different
this time," the BJP candidate said, adding that the people of
Azamgarh want to associate themselves with the BJP.

Samajwadi Party candidate Asim Raza files his nomination
papers for the upcoming Lok Sabha by-elections, in Rampur.

BJP's Dinesh Lal Yadav files
nomination for Azamgarh 



PAGE 11

Aircraft crash
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A Cessna 152
aircraft belonging to
pilot training organisa-
tion GATI crashed near
the Birasal airstrip in
Odisha on Monday, injur-
ing its student pilot, sen-
ior officials of aviation
regulator DGCA said. The
student pilot has been
taken to a hospital and
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) has started an
investigation into this
incident, they said.

Terrorist arrested
Jammu: A suspected ter-
rorist was arrested
Monday, along with an
improvised explosive
device (IED), from his
house in Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
senior police officer said.
The arrest and recovery
of the IED followed bust-
ing of a module run by
local Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist
Mohammad Amin alias
Khubaib , who is present-
ly operating from
Pakistan and making des-
perate attempts to revive
militancy in Chenab val-
ley region.

Odd-even rule 
Gangtok: To curb traffic
congestion in the Sikkim
state capital Gangtok, the
state Transport
Department has issued a
notification implementing
the odd-even rule for pri-
vate vehicles beginning
from Monday. The notifi-
cation said that the odd-
even system for move-
ment of private vehicles
will be implemented for
better traffic manage-
ment . According to the
notification, private four-
wheelers bearing regis-
tration numbers ending
with 1,3, 5, 7, and 9 will
be permitted to ply
between 9.30 am and 5
pm within the municipal
area of Gangtok on odd
dates of the month.

Cops assault
HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  A man here
has alleged that he suf-
fered injuries after being
assaulted by police per-
sonnel, even as police
on Monday denied the
allegations. The incident
happened a few days
ago with a video of it
going viral on social
media purportedly
showing some police
personnel trying to take
away a wooden log
closely held by the man,
who is lying on the
ground.Later, a police-
man is purportedly seen
kicking the man after he
is seen charging towards
the official.
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A healthworker 
administers a COVID-19 

vaccine to a student during
a door-to-door campaign, in

Guwahati, Monday.

Low44 29High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 16,569.55   ��
55,675.32   ��SENSEX

GOLD 50,859
SILVER 62,128

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday
conducted raids against
arrested Delhi minister
Satyendar Jain as part of
a money-laundering probe
linked to an alleged
hawala dealings case
being conducted against
him, officials said.

The raids, including
that at the residential
premises of Jain in Delhi
and other locations, are
being conducted as part of
a “follow up” in the case,
they said. Jain, 57, was ar-
rested on May 30 under the
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
and he is in ED custody till
June 9.

The agency is under-
stood to have found some
new evidence and links
after it questioned Jain
and some alleged hawala
operators over the last few

days. The raids were
launched to gather further
details on these inputs, of-
ficials said. Jain is cur-
rently a minister without
any portfolio in the Delhi
government. Over half-a-
dozen portfolios of Jain
were transferred to
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on June 2.
Delhief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has defended
Jain as a “hardcore honest
and patriot” person who
was being “framed in a
false case” and hoped the
minister will come out
clean after the ED probe.

In April, the ED had at-
tached assets worth Rs 4.81
crore of Jain’s family and
companies “beneficially
owned and controlled” by

him as part of the probe.
In a statement then, the

ED had said it issued a
provisional order under
the PMLA to “attach im-
movable properties worth
Rs 4.81 crore belonging to
Akinchan Developers Pvt.
Ltd., Indo Metal Impex Pvt
Ltd, Paryas Infosolutions
Pvt. Ltd., Manglayatan
Projects Pvt. Ltd., J.J. Ideal
Estate Pvt. Ltd., Swati
Jain, wife of Vaibhav Jain,
Sushila Jain, wife of Ajit
Prasad Jain, and Indu
Jain, wife of Sunil Jain.”

The probe found that
“during 2015 and 2016,
when Satyendar Kumar
Jain was a public servant,
the companies beneficially
owned and controlled by
him received accommoda-
tion entries to the tune of
Rs 4.81 crore from shell
(paper) companies against
cash transferred to
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators through the hawala
route.”

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The BJP should imme-
diately arrest those who
have defamed India at the
international level instead
of enacting a drama of ac-
tion , the Congress said on
Monday, hitting out at the

ruling party for its func-
tionaries’ remarks against
Prophet Mohammad.
Several Congress leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi
and P Chidambaram,
spoke out on the issue as
did the party on its
Twitter handle. On

Sunday, the BJP suspend-
ed its national spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma and
expelled the party’s Delhi
unit media head Naveen
Jindal for their controver-
sial remarks following
widespread anger in sever-
al Gulf countries.

Asking why those re-
sponsible for putting out
offensive comments that
led to global outrage had

not been arrested yet, the
Congress said it was unac-
ceptable for the nation to
apologise for such mis-
takes.

“Divided internally,
India becomes weak exter-
nally. BJP’s shameful big-
otry has not only isolated
us, but also damaged
India’s standing globally,”
Rahul Gandhi said on
Twitter.

Work on Bodhghat
irrigation project will
start only with locals•

consent: Baghel

Raipur: The construction
of Bodhghat irrigation proj-
ect on the Indravati river
will be started only with the
consent of people in the
Bastar region, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said on Monday.
Development works are
linked to the interest of peo-
ple. Bodhghat project will
not be commenced until the
people of Bastar give their
nod, Baghel told reporters
in Kanker district.
Development works are
being carried out at a rapid
pace in Bastar since his gov-
ernment came to power,and
the decisions taken by the
government for boosting
rural development and agri-
culture have bettered the
people’s economic condi-
tions, the CM claimed.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday launched a
special series of coins that
are also •visually impaired
friendly•. The coins of Re 1, Rs
2, 5, 10 and 20 denominations
will have the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav (AKAM) design.
They are not commemorative
coins and will be part of circu-
lation. •These new series of
coins will remind people of
the goal of amrit kal and
motivate people to work
towards the development of

the country,Ž Modi said
while addressing the •Iconic
Week Celebrations• of the
Ministry of Finance.
Meanwhile, lenders like
HDFC Bank and Axis Bank
said these special coins will
be distributed through select
branches. Modi also
launched the •Jan Samarth
portal• „ a credit-linked por-
tal of 12 government
schemes. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
each of these schemes will
be displayed on the portal. 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Monday said that the era
of generalisation is over
and there is a need for a
role specific training
module to impart citizen-
centric service delivery
mechanism, which is the
core of all governance
models.

He also called for in-
creased use of technolo-
gy in learning and train-
ing modules besides ad-
vocating integrated
training modules in gov-
ernance for Central
Training Institutions
(CTIs). The Minister of
State for Personnel was

presiding over a joint
meeting attended by sen-
ior officials of the
Department of
Personnel & Training
(DoPT) and Central
Training Institutions
like Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration (LB-

SNAA), Mussoorie,
Indian Institute of
Public Administration
(IIPA), Institute of
Secretariat Training and
Management (ISTM) and
CBI Academy.

Singh said that the era
of generalisation is over
and there is a need for a
Role specific module and
panel to impart citizen-
centric delivery mecha-
nism, which is the core
of all governance mod-
els, a statement issued by
the Personnel Ministry
said.

The minister assured
all CTIs to look into the
issues of shortage of fac-
ulty and at the same time
advised them to become

financially self-sustain-
able. He said that the aim
of Mission Karmayogi is
to impart futuristic vi-
sion to civil services
which could effectively
determine the roadmap
for next 25 years and
shape the India of 2047,
the statement said.

Singh called upon CTIs
to prepare institutional
interactive curriculum
and come forward to in-
volve other training in-
stitutions of the country
in this endeavour.

He stressed on spe-
cialised training faculty
from different strata and
inclusion of more
women faculty members
amongst other issues.

Detroit, Jun 06 (AP):

Elon Musk is threaten-
ing to end his USD 44 bil-
lion agreement to buy
Twitter, accusing the com-
pany of refusing to give
him information about its
spam bot accounts.

Lawyers for the Tesla
and SpaceX CEO made the
threat in a letter to Twitter
dated Monday that the so-
cial platform included in a
filing with the Securities
and Exchange
Commission. The letter
says Musk has repeatedly
asked for the information
since May 9, about a
month after his offer to
buy the company, so he
could evaluate how many

of the company’s 229 mil-
lion accounts are fake. A
message was left early
Monday seeking comment
from Twitter. The lawyers
say in the letter that
Twitter has offered only to
provide details about the
company’s testing meth-
ods. But they contend
that’s tantamount to refus-
ing Mr. Musk’s data re-

quests. Musk wants data
so he can do his own verifi-
cation of what he says are
Twitter’s lax methodolo-
gies. The lawyers say that
based on Twitter’s latest
correspondence, Musk be-
lieves the company is re-
sisting and thwarting his
information rights under
the April merger agree-
ment.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
will launch a first-of-its-
kind free course on “Out
of the Box Thinking”
through mathematics to
encourage innovative
thinking, officials said on
Monday.

The institute is target-
ing as many as one mil-
lion school and college
students, besides working
professionals and re-
searchers through the on-
line course, they said.

“This course is the first
of its kind in India and
will make a major impact
in the days to come. We
will see the benefits of
this course in the next few
years,” Director of IIT

Madras V Kamakoti said.
The course is being of-

fered free of cost, he said,
adding that it will greatly
benefit school and college
students, especially those
residing in rural India.

“Out of the box think-
ing is solving problems
through an indirect and
creative approach, using
reasoning that is not im-
mediately obvious and in-
volving ideas that may not
be obtainable by using
only traditional step-by-
step logic,” Kamakoti
said.

In this unique course,
such thinking is empha-
sised through rediscover-
ing the known and un-
known facts of mathemat-
ics logically with an inter-
esting, broader perception

of the manner of doing it,
he added. Kamakoti ex-
plained that the course
will present multiple ap-
proaches to problem-solv-
ing and debunk the myth
that problem-solving is
only for a select few. It will
introduce new techniques
in an easy-to-understand
fashion.

“With logic being the
undercurrent in the study
of mathematics, it is es-
sential to develop broader
thinking through its appli-
cations in the expanding
world of technology. From
solving a fun Sudoku puz-
zle to completing an im-
portant scheduled project,
the logic of working is
much more important
than the arithmetic in-
volved in it.

Mumbai, Jun 06 (PTI):

Rubbishing media re-
ports about his health, vet-
eran actor Dharmendra
on Monday posted a video
on social media asking
fans to “think positive”
and not give credence to
rumours.

In a 42 second-long
video posted on his
Twitter page,
Dharmendra said he
might have been mum on
the speculative stories in
the media regarding his
well being but he was “not
ill”.

“Friends, be positive,
think positive. Life will be
positive. I’m silent, but not
ill. Rumours keep crop-

ping up,” the 86-year-old
said in the clip. Citing the
lyrics of the song “Bura
Mat Suno” from his 1969
hit film “Aya Sawan
Jhoom Ke”, the superstar
urged his fans to take care.

“Love each other, be
good to each other. Life
will be beautiful,” he said
in the video.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):
A helicopter of Thumby
Aviation on May 31
bounced and turned by 270
degrees while landing at
Kedarnath helipad, follow-
ing which aviation regula-
tor DGCA asked the chop-
per pilots to exercise cau-
tion whenever there are
tailwinds when they are
heading for landing, offi-
cials said on Monday. The
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
started an investigation
into this incident, its offi-
cials said. On May 31, at ap-
proximately 1.30 PM, a Bell
407 helicopter belonging to
Thumby Aviation Pvt Ltd,

while landing at
Kedarnath helipad had an
uncontrolled, very hard
landing, they noted. The
helicopter had made an un-
stabilized approach to the
helipad, and during the
touchdown, the helicopter
struck the helipad surface
hard, bounced and after
having lost direction by
about 270 degrees, again
settled down hard on the
ground, they said. The reg-
ulator issued an advisory
after the incident in which
it said “pilots are to exer-
cise caution for presence of
any tailwinds during ap-
proaches, especially at Shri
Kedarnath helipad”.

Teenage girl and
man paraded  with
garlands of shoes 

CChhhhiinnddwwaarraa  ((MMPP))::  A 17-year-
old girl and a 48-year-old man,
who is her relative, were
allegedly abused and paraded
with garlands of shoes around
their necks in a village in
Madhya Pradesh•s Gwalior dis-
trict as punishment for •elop-
ingŽ by some people, police said
on Monday, adding eight per-
sons involved in the crime were
arrested. The alleged incident
occurred at Ambajhiri village
under the Mohkhed police sta-
tion area on Saturday, following
which a case was registered, a
police officer said.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Vivek Agrawal told reporters
that the police have taken a
serious note of the incident and
a case was registered against
eight identified persons and
others under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
the Juvenile Justice Act.

ED conducts raids against
Delhi Minister Satyendar Jain

Residence of Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain
during a raid by ED in an alleged money laundering
case, in New Delhi, Monday.

Modi launches new series
of coins with AKAM design

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releases a special
series of coins during iconic week celebration of
the Ministry of Finance, in New Delhi, Monday.

Bengaluru, Jun 06 (PTI):

Expressing displeasure
that government officials
were not following the or-
ders of the High Court, a
division bench of the
Karnataka HC on Monday
made an observation that
“it’s time an IAS officer is
sent to jail”.

A single-judge bench or-
dered the state on July 19,
2021 to issue a notification
within two months of a
draft amendment rules re-
garding merging Group-C
with Group-B jobs in the
various municipalities of
the state. An employees as-
sociation of the
Karnataka city municipal-

ity workers had filed a con-
tempt petition as the sin-
gle judge order was not fol-
lowed. The matter came
up for hearing on May 31,
2022 but the state govern-
ment had failed to issue
the notification.

The HC had posted the
hearing to June 6 and di-
rected Additional Chief
Secretary Rakesh Singh of
the Urban Development
Department and M S
Archana, director of
Municipal Administration
to be present.

On Monday, both the of-
ficers were present before
the division bench of the
court headed by Chief
Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi.

•Time to send 
an IAS officer to jail•

HC over officers not following court orders

Cong demands arrest of BJP 
functionaries for remarks against Prophet

Activists shout slogans as they react to remarks of
suspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma on Prophet
Muhammad during a protest in Mumbai, Monday.

Delhi Police registers FIR after Nupur
Sharma alleges death threats 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi Police has registered an FIR on a com-
plaint by Nupur Sharma in which the suspended BJP
spokesperson alleged that she is receiving death threats
after her remarks on Prophet Mohammad, officials said on
Monday. •Based on the FIR, we have initiated a probe into
the matter,Ž a senior police official said.

Musk threatens to walk
away from Twitter deal

•Need for role specific training module 
for babus for citizen-centric governance•

Dharmendra refutes 
ill health rumours

�„ I•m silent, but not ill

IIT Madras to launch •Out of the Box Thinking•
course, targets one million students

Helicopter bounces and
turns by 270 degrees while

landing at Kedarnath
DGCA begins probe

Sitaram Saraf 
Bhi la i :
Ret i red
D S P
Sitaram
S a r a f
left for
heavenly
abode at
the age of 86 years on
Monday. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at 15-A, Pragati
Nagar, Risali on June 07
around 13:30 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Risali Muktidham. He
was the father of
Kamlesh, Sanjay,
Sandeep, Naveen Saraf,
Manju Soni and Shalini
Soni and father-in-law of
DSP (Surajpur) Prakash
Soni and Judge
(Dantewada) Sanjay
Kumar Soni.
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MPUS organises plantation programme
on World Environment Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Maharana
Pratap Udyan Samiti,
Nehru Nagar (West) or-
ganised a plantation pro-
gramme on June 5 to mark
World Environment Day.
Members of various social
organizations such as
Bharat Vikas Parishad,
Rashtriya Suraksha
Jagran Manch, Laughter
and Yoga Club including
children participated en-
thusiastically in the cam-
paign.

Present as Chief Guest
Neha Sahu, BMC
Corporator and MiC
member Incharge
Horticuture Department
planted sapling and high-
lighted the need of plant-

ing trees to protect envi-
ronment. VN Pandey
(FANS) took the opportu-
nity to throw light on the
importance of water con-
servation. At the  outset

Sushma Jhamb gave the
welcome address while
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by SN Modi.

Among others who also
expressed their views

were Umesh Chitlangiya
and SC Goyal. Ajay Shukla
administered oath to pro-
tect the environment.
Different types of fruit
bearing plants as well as
Peepal and Neem were
planted.

Prominent among those
present were KK Singhal,
Anil Daga, Ashok Vaidya,
SN Modi, RK Sarada,
Rajeev Singh, Bhatendra
Singh, RK Bhalla, Anil
Bharadwaj, MK
Chandrakar, Mahesh
Kumar, SK Kundu, SK
Srivastava, Madhulika
Srivastava and others.
Information on this ac-
count was given by VN
Pandey, Patron, Maharana
Pratap Udhyan Samiti
(MPUS).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: Saplings
were planted at SAIL-
BSP'S RMP 3 to mark
World Environment Day
under the leadership of
Rajeev Kumar Srivastava,
CGM (RMP). 25 saplings
were planted and a pledge
was taken to keep the
plants safe.

Srivastava in his ad-
dress said that RMP-3 col-
lective is committed to-
wards environment con-
servation. Every sapling
planted has to be kept safe
and conserved, spreading
greenery, he said.

RMP 3 is a Modex unit
and has been undertaking
tree plantation activities
since its inception. As

many as 200 saplings have
been planted so far in RMP
3. All efforts are being
taken to nurture the plants.
During the plantation on
Environment day, Neem
saplings were planted
which is highly beneficial
for the environment. RMP

3 focuses on Environment
conservation activities
apart from Production.
Present on the occasion
were Ratan Mukherjee,
GM, Rampal, Sushanta Pal,
DGM, Digendra Kumar
Verma, officials, employ-
ees and contract labour.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: To in-
crease the sales of their
product, many companies
give gifts to their distribu-
tors, wholesalers and retail-
ers. Similarly, pharmaceu-
tical companies often pro-
vide expensive gifts to doc-
tors to increase the sales of
their medicines.
Companies take advantage
of income tax by putting
this expense under the
head of sales promotion,
but the gift recipient nei-
ther includes them in his
income nor mentions it in
his return. But now the
beneficiaries will not be
able to hide this benefit
anymore.

CA Piyush Jain in-

formed that
under the new
rules of Tax
Deducted at
Source (TDS),
the gift recipient
will have to in-
clude such gifts
and perks in his
income. This pro-
vision is set to take effect
from July 1, 2022. However,
this rule will not apply for
gifts up to Rs 20,000. Jain
said that the purpose of
this new rule is to bring all
types of business profits or
perquisites in the category
of taxable income through
TDS. Even after accepting
expensive gifts, those who
do not use paid tax, will
now have to pay tax on it.

CA Piyush Jain further

informed that
section 194R has
been added to the
Income Tax Act
by expanding the
provisions of
T D S .
Accordingly, the
company provid-
ing such gifts

will charge 10 per cent TDS
from the recipient of the
gift. Gift or that item will be
given only after deducting
TDS. After this, the compa-
ny will also mention the
same in the TDS return of
the Income Tax
Department and will also
deposit the amount recov-
ered from the recipient. He
added that with the filing of
TDS return, the Income
Tax Department would

know to whom the gift was
given and what was its
value. Simultaneously, it
will automatically appear
in 26AS in the income tax
portal of the beneficiary.
Accordingly, the gift recipi-
ents will also have to add
the cost of this gift to their
income and they can no
longer hide it.

Detailing about the ex-
emptions, Jain informed
that sole proprietorship
firms, Hindu Undivided
Families whose sales from
business are less than Rs 1
crore or receipts from pro-
fession in the previous fi-
nancial year are less than
Rs 50 lakhs. This rule will
not apply if the beneficiary
of the benefit or perquisite
is not a citizen of India.
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Bhilai, Jun 06: Police have
arrested two ruffians on
charges of bike lifting
while two others were ar-
rested on charges of pur-
chasing the stolen vehicles.
The accused used to target
the parked vehicles near
BSP Main Gate and other
places in the twin city. 04
bikes and two scooters
were seized from the pos-
session of the accused.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Monday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Bhatti Police
Station received a tip off re-
garding a suspect who was
looking for customers to
sell a bike. The suspect
Kamalkant Prasad (31) son
of Late Bhagwat Prasad a

resident of Atal Awas
Colony, Umda was taken
into custody. During inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have stolen bikes from dif-
ferent places. He further
disclosed that Pawan
Kumar Nag (35) son of
Sudhanshu Nag a resident
of Vasundhara Nagar
Bhilai 03 assisted him in
stealing vehicles from
Bhilai Steel Plant Main
Gate and other places in
Bhilai and Durg. The ac-

cused further informed
that he sold a stolen
Passion Pro (CG 07 AU
3197) to his relative Rakesh
Dhritalhare for Rs 15,000
and another stolen Passion
Pro Bike Devrikhurd Torva
resident Dipank Raj
Labhatre for Rs 15,000.
Police arrested his accom-
plice as well as the pur-
chasers and recovered the
stolen vehicles.

Inspector Krishna
Kumar Kushwaha, ASI

Nagendra Banchaur, ASI
Praveen Singh, Constable
Rajendra Bansod, Hiresh
Sahu and Shailesh Yadav
played a remarkable role in
arresting the accused. The
accused Kamalkant Prasad
(31) son of Late Bhagwat
Prasad a resident of Atal
Awas Umda Old Bhilai;
Rakesh Dhritalhare (32)
son of Champuram
Dhritalhare a resident of
Satnami Para, Village
Oteband (Nandini); Pawan
Kumar Nag (35) son of
Sudhanshu Nag a resident
of Vasundhara Nagar
Bhilai 03; and Dipank Raj
Labhatre (32) son of
Kamlesh Kumar a resident
Devrikhurd, Police Station
Torwa, District Bilaspur
were booked under the pro-
visions mentioned in sec-
tion 379 of IPC.

BMC-GBM passes two
important resolutions

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: A special
General Body Meeting of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation was held on
Monday. After brief dis-
cussion, two significant
resolutions were passed by
the general body. As the
ruling Congress is in ma-
jority, both the resolutions
were passed without any
trouble. The opposition
tried to raise some other
issues but failed in their
attempt.

The GBM began with
Rashtra Geet and Rajya
Geet at 11:00 hrs. The rul-
ing Congress tabled two
important proposals re-
garding approval of

quantifiable data of OBC
and Economically
Weaker Sections survey
and the proposal for selec-
tion of building and land
for establishment of state
level C-Mart. Both the
proposals were approved
after brief discussion
within an hour. Girwar
Bunty Sahu chaired the
meeting.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve were also present.
After discussion, the first
resolution was passed at
around 11:27 hrs to ap-
prove the quantifiable
data of the survey of
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker

Sections while the second
resolution was passed at
around 11:51 hrs.

The GBM ended with
the national anthem. MiC
members Laxmipati Raju,
Siju Anthony, Ekansh
Banchore, Sandeep
Nirankari, Saket
Chandrakar, Keshav
Choubey, Neha Sahu,
Aditya Singh, Rita Singh
Gera, Chandrashekhar
Gavai, Lal Chand Verma,
Malti Thakur, Meera
Banjare, Corporation offi-
cials including Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma, Nodal Officer
Preeti Singh and others
were present.

Police tightens noose around
drug peddlers; four held 
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Bhilai, Jun 06: Durg
Police is taking continuous
action against the people
involved in illegal trade
and smuggling of intoxi-
cants and psychotropic
drugs. In this sequel, two
peddlers were arrested
with 207 sachets of Brown
Sugar in Mohan Nagar
Police Station area while
two others were arrested
with 223 tablets of sched-
uled psychotropic drugs in
Khursipar.

Total value of the seized
intoxicants is around Rs 5
lakhs. The accused used to
move around on bikes to
sell the drugs to addicts.
The arrests were the out-
come of the joint action
conducted by Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
Durg, Mohan Nagar Police
Station and Khursipar
Police Station.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Monday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that they are con-

ducting a continuous cam-
paign against the smug-
glers, dealers and peddlers
of narcotics drugs and
other intoxicants.
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, CSP (Durg)
Abhishek Jha, CSP
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Patel and DSP (Crime)
Nassar Siddiqui are super-
vising the operations in
their respective jurisdic-
tions.

The joint teams of ACCU
led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Inspector KK
Vajpayee (SHO, Mohan
Nagar) and Inspector
Trinath Tripathi (SHO,
Khursipar) succeeded in
trapping the drug peddlers
from two different places.
Police teams are maintain-
ing vigil on suspects and
people who were earlier ar-
rested in connection with
similar offences. The drug
peddlers, who were re-
leased from jail, were also
being monitored. Recently,
Police received a tip off re-
garding Bablu Yadav and

Lucky Mahar, residents of
Shivpara Durg who were
possessing large quantities
of brown sugar and were
selling it to addicts near
Green Chowk, Kudrapara.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and Bablu Yadav and
Lucky Mahar were round-
ed up near Kundarapara,
Green Chowk. On search-
ing, 100 sachets of Brown
Sugar (10.05 grams) and Rs
500 were recovered from
the possession of the ac-
cused Bablu Yadav. 107 sa-
chets of Brown Sugar (11.12
grams) and Rs 600 cash
were recovered from the

possession of the accused
Lucky Mahar. They were
arrested and further action
is being taken by Mohan
Nagar Police Station.

In another case, Police
received a tip off regarding
two suspects Rakesh Singh
and Prakash Bhagat who
were roaming around on a
Hero Honda MotorCycle
(CG 07 CD 2768) in
Khursipar area and ped-
dling intoxicating tablets.
Police laid a trap and the
suspects were rounded up
at HSCL Colony Khursipar.
On searching, 120 tablets of
Nitrazepam and Rs 50 cash

were recovered from
Rakesh Singh while 103
tablets of Nitrazepam were
recovered from Prakash
Bhagat. Action was taken
on the spot after recovering
the psychotropic tablets
and the motorcycle number
CG 07 CD 2768 used in the
incident.

SI Vyas Singh Parmar,
ASI Kirendra Singh of
Mohan Nagar Police
Station and SI Mahendra
Jaisingh of Khursipar
Police Station and ASI
Shamit Mishra, Constable
Pradeep Singh, Jagjit
Singh, Farooq Khan,
Keshav Sahu, Chitrasen
Sahu, Dhirendra Yadav,
Tileshwar Rathor, Vikrant
Kumar, Narendra Sahare,
Govardhan Chauhan,
Arvind Mishra, Satyendra
Mandhariya, Avon
Banchore, Rinku Soni, Anil
Singh, Rakesh Anna, D
Prakash, Ramesh Pandey,
Vijay Paswan, Constable
Aarti Singh of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit Durg
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the peddlers.

Bike lifters and purchasers arrested Dealer incentives like gifts and perk 
to attract tax: CA Piyush Jain

Saplings planted at RMP 3 to 
mark World Environment Day

Applications invited
for BSP•s Inter-

department Singing
competition

Bhilai, Jun 06: Inter-de-
partment multilingual
singing competition is
being organised by SAIL-
BSP's Sports, Culture and
Civic amenities depart-
ment from June 21-25,
2022 at Mahatma Gandhi
Kala Mandir, Civic 
centre.

Songs can be sung in
Hindi and Non-Hindi lan-
guages (Chhattisgarhi,
Bengali, Marathi,
Telugu, Tamil, Punjabi,
Bhojpuri etc.). Details of
the competition can be
obtained from Sports,
Culture and Civic
Amenities department at
Academy complex,
Bokaro hostel (near
Boria Gate), Sector-04
during office hours.

SEFI approaches top authorities for resolution of pending issues 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 06: For ami-
cable resolution of the
pending issues of the exec-
utives of Steel Sector
PSUs, SEFI recently ap-
proached the top authori-
ties in the Ministry of
Steel including Union
Minister of State for Steel,
Steel Secretary and Joint
Secretary (Steel).

A delegation of SEFI
had detailed discussions
with the Union Minister of
State for Steel Faggan
Singh Kulaste, Steel
Secretary Sanjay Singh
and Joint Secretary (Steel)
Abhijit Narendra on other
pending issues of the offi-
cers of the steel sector at
Udyog Bhawan New Delhi.

The issues included the
arrears of perks of 11
months (from 26.11.2008 to

04.10.2009), implementa-
tion of third pay revision
in MECON soon, the incre-
mental PRP of the finan-
cial year 2018-19, early
commencement of promo-
tions pending from previ-
ous years of officers RINL,
start payment of "DASA"
(Difficult Area Service
Allowance) to executives
of NMDC; payment of gra-
tuity as per third pay revi-
sion to officers who retired
from January 2017 to
February 2018, interest on
the amount of SAIL pen-
sion scheme; 39 months ar-
rears (from 01.01.2017 to
31.03.2020) of third pay re-
vision, action against ille-
gal occupants and trans-
ferring power supply in
Bhilai township to CSPD-
CL. They also asserted for
strategic merger of steel
plants instead of disinvest-

ment.
SEFI Chairman request-

ed to recommend adjust-
ment of incremental bene-
fit in the calculation of
DPE as per the guidelines
of DPE. It needs to be men-
tioned here that in the fi-
nancial year 2017-18, SAIL
declared a total loss before

tax of Rs 759 crore and de-
clared a total profit before
tax of Rs 3338 crore in the
year 2018-19.

He demanded to calcu-
late the PRP on the basis of
the incremental profit of
Rs 4097 crores to provide
the benefit of the turn-
around in SAIL to the offi-

cers as encouragement.
Similarly, despite the

necessary orders of CAT
for payment of perks for 11
months from 26.11.2008 to
05.10.2009, SAIL
Management is not mak-
ing payment. It is a living
example of the negligence
of the then SAIL manage-

ment. To make this pay-
ment as per the guidelines
of the government, SAIL
management had to pass a
resolution in the board
meeting in April 2008 and
send it to the ministry, but
the irony is that at that
time the top management
of SAIL was busy in its ex-
cursions in Europe.

They delayed in placing
this proposal within the
time limit given under the
government guidelines. At
that time there was a sur-
plus amount available
with SAIL. SEFI appealed
to CAT for 11 months
perks in SAIL and the deci-
sion was given by CAT in
favor of SEFI.

Against this decision,
SAIL management has
filed a petition in the
Calcutta High Court. SEFI
appealed to the Ministry of

Steel to get this issue re-
solved.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar Banchor
informed that at present,
many illegal occupants
have captured the BSP
quarters and other proper-
ty in Bhilai Township.
Some influential people
who are providing protec-
tion to these illegal occu-
pants often try to hinder
the Town Services
Department from taking
action against them.

SEFI urged the Ministry
of Steel to issue necessary
guidelines to vacate the il-
legal occupants of BSP
houses/lands. SEFI
Chairman Narendra
Kumar Banchore, General
Secretary Abkash Malik,
Deputy General Secretary
R Satish were present in
the meetings.
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CLEANING OF DEBRIS

The debris from the old boundary wall of city•s landkmark •Budhatalab• is being removed prior to construction of
new boundary wall here on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 06:
Addressing a press confer-
ence held  in Kanker today,
the Chief Minister said
“Development works are
connected to public con-
cerns. He added that devel-
opment works are being
done at a rapid pace in the
tribal dominated Bastar re-
gion of Chhattisgarh.
Bastar has progressed at a
good pace in terms of de-
velopment in the last three
and half years. The deci-
sions taken by the govern-
ment for boosting rural de-
velopment and agriculture
have strengthened the eco-
nomic condition of the
people here.

Speaking on how the
government is bringing
prosperity in the lives of
all through Nyay Yojana,
Baghel said the beneficiar-
ies are receiving money in
the bank accounts on the

stipulated time under
Nyay scheme. This has re-
sulted in an increase in de-
mand for opening banks.
Besides, this has also re-
sulted in a massive uptick
in purchase of vehicles
and opening of new show-
rooms of tractors, cars,
and bikes. The change in
policy of minor forest pro-
duce procurement on MSP
has brought prosperity in
the lives of forest dwellers
and tribals. The purchase
of Mahua has increased.
Value addition is being
done from cashew to mil-
lets and mahua. In the field

of education, people are
getting better facilities
through Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools
and in health through mo-
bile medical units in Haat
Bazar.

The Chief Minister said
that strict instructions
have been given to ensure
that there should be no
delay in any work of pub-
lic interest. Very little or
no complaints are being re-
ceived from the public due
to the smooth functioning
of administration.
However, complaints re-
garding settlement error

have been received in a few
places. For this, instruc-
tions have been given to
rectify the error by con-
ducting a drone survey.
Tourism facilities are also
being expanded rapidly in
Bastar. We are also expand-
ing the air services. Better
implementation of govern-
ment schemes is being
done at the ground level.
Work will also be done to
rectify the problems no-
ticed during the Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan.
Instructions have been
given to the authorities
and officials concerned to
ensure implementation of
the announcements made
during the meet and greet
programme within the fif-
teen days. Deputy Speaker
Mr. Manoj Mandavi,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Mrs. Anila Bhediya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Shishupal Sori, Chief
Minister’s Advisor Mr.
Rajesh Tiwari along with
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

Pace of development works high: CM
�Q In the tribal-domi-

nated Bastar region

BJP won•t succeed in its
horse-trading: Rajeev

Raipur, Jun 06: The
newly appointed Rajya
Sabha MP from
Chhattisgarh and
Observer Rajeev Shukla
met the MLAs from
Haryana camping in a pri-
vate hotel in Raipur. Prior
to meeting the MLAs,
Rajeev Shukla said that
under any circumstances,
Congress is going to win,
as the party is having
number of MLAs required
to win the seat and the
party will definitely win
the same.

Commenting upon the
statement made by the
Leader of Opposition in
VS Dharamlal Kaushik,
Shukla charged that BJP
is always involved in
horse-trading, but  they

would not succeed in
Haryana. Rather it is
Congress which is going to
win. At present the train-
ing of MLAs is going on in
Congress and he would be
meeting the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
as well.

Speaking further he
said that three MLAs of
Haryana are with
Congress and they are
working in the party line. I
would be going to meet the
party MLAs. Meanwhile
the Forest Minister
Mohammed Akbar also
went to meet the MLAs
from Haryana camping in
Raipur.

Claims that party
has got full support
to win the RS seat 

Ch•garh continues to sizzle under scorching heat
Raipur, Jun 06:
Chhattisgarh continued to
reel under scorching heat
on Monday as mercury hov-
ered over 45 degree Celsius
mark in Raipur and 44 de-
gree in Rajnandgaon, Durg,
Bilaspur and several other
places. Arjuni (Baloda
Bazar) remained hottest
place today with maximum
temperature of 46.8 degree
Celsius.

The dry air coming from
the desert is scorching the
capital Raipur after heating
the northern and western
parts of the state. The tem-
perature starts rising above
36 degrees since 8 in the
morning. By noon, the mer-
cury rises to the level that
makes the roads almost de-
serted. The intensity of
heat remains unbearable
even after the sunset as peo-
ple experience hot winds in
the evening.

By 5 pm the temperature
is not coming down below
40 degrees, while around 8
pm the temperature starts
staying between 35 and 36
degrees. The temperature
being recorded in the capi-

tal in the morning and
around 8 in the evening is
the maximum temperature
of the day for the rest of the
year. The sun rises at 5.22
am. The temperature is
recorded just before this, ie
around 5 o’clock, which is
called the minimum tem-
perature. The minimum
temperature was recorded
at 30.6 degree Celsius at 5
am on Monday. Within three
hours, ie around 8 o’clock, it

reached close to 36 degrees.
The temperature taken at
three o’clock in the after-
noon is highest. The maxi-
mum temperature of the
day was recorded on
Monday at 45.6 degrees
Celsius. Mana near Raipur
recorded maximum temper-
ature of 42.7 degree Celsius.
According to IMD, Raipur
no large change in maxi-
mum temperature over
Chhattisgarh is likely dur-

ing next 48 hours. IMD in its
weather outlook for subse-
quent two days has forecast
rain or thundershower at
isolated places over
Chhattisgarh. According to
IMD forecast for Raipur city
the sky will remain clear
and will become partly
cloudy towards evening and
maximum temperature will
be around 43 degree Celsius
in the next two to three
days.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066::  The State
Eligibility Test (SET), which
gives eligibility to become
Assistant Professors in col-
leges, will be conducted again
this year. This time new sub-
jects may also be included in it.
Higher Education
Commissioner Sharda Verma
has sent a proposal regarding
this to the Secretariat. The
proposal will be sent to the
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board (Vyapam)
from the Secretariat. After
this, Vyapam will also have to
take permission from the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) to conduct the examina-
tion.

So far this examination has
been conducted six times in
the state. Last time in the year

2019, this exam was conducted
on 19 subjects. After this, due
to corona infection, no process
could be carried out regarding
this examination. 

The minimum qualification
for assistant professor in state
colleges and universities is to
pass NET or SET examination.
In such a situation, this exami-
nation can become a means of
employment for lakhs of youth
of the state. According to
Higher Education Secretary
Bhuvnesh Yadav, the process is
underway for this examina-
tion. SET was organized for the
first time in the state in 2006.
After this the exam was con-
ducted in 2006, 2013, 2017,
2018 and 2019. According to
the UGC, SET should be organ-
ized every year in the state. 

Raipur, Jun 06:
Complaints are pouring
in about illegal occupa-
tion of hundreds of
BSUP houses by ineligi-
ble families in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. According to infor-
mation available 11 thou-
sand BSUP houses were
allotted to those families
who have been evicted
from government land in
different places.

During zonal level in-
vestigation  more than
250 ineligible occupants
were found in the houses.
Now the Raipur
Municipal Corporation
staff are conducting a
fresh survey of the resi-
dents of the houses. After
this, action will be taken
to evict illegal occupants.

The corporation staff
have now intensified the
exercise of evicting those
who illegally occupied
BSUP houses built for the
poor. However, the delay
on part of the
Corporation staff is hin-
dering the survey work.

Last month, the mayor,
commissioner and town
planning department
head had clearly said that
after completing the sur-
vey work of 11 thousand
BSUP houses in the cor-
poration area would be
completed within a fort-
night and report would
be submitted on the num-
ber of ineligible people
occupying the houses.
However, one month has
elapsed yet the survey re-
port has been received
only from Zone 6 and
Zone 10, while the work
of survey is going on at a
very slow pace in other
Zone Commissioner of-
fices.

Raipur, Jun 06: On the oc-
casion of World
Environment Day,
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank (CRGB),
Chairman Mr. IK Gohil,
General Manager Mr.
Vijay Agarwal, Assistant
General Managers Mr.
Satish Kashyap and G.N.
Murthy planted saplings
at head office premises of
the bank at Naya Raipur.
On this occasion,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK
Gohil said in his message
that the wrath of nature is
the biggest wrath.

Therefore, we should do
our best to ensure that the
environment does not get
polluted. We should take
some time out of our busy
life and plant trees as a so-
cial work. He  appealed to
all to do all possible work
that can save the environ-
ment from getting pollut-
ed. He said that environ-
mental balance is very im-

portant. General Manager
Mr. Vijay Aggarwal said
that environmental pollu-
tion can be controlled to a
great extent by tree planta-
tion. A large number of

staff of Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gramin Bank were
present on this occasion.
All the staff gave their co-
operation in plantation
with great enthusiasm.

CRGB celebrate World Environment Day 
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Raipur, Jun 06:
Violent clash broke out
between different
groups of girls and
boys late Saturday
night in front of a hotel
on VIP Road, falling
under jurisdiction of
Telibandha Police
Station in Raipur. Some
boys and girls were
seen exchanging blows
and kicks besides hurl-
ing abuses on each
other and breaking bot-

tles. The video of the
incident has gone viral
on internet media.

None of the groups
that indulged in clash
has filed a report in
Telibandha police sta-
tion. The video has
been found with the po-
lice and detailed infor-
mation is being collect-
ed. According to the
Police hotels, restau-
rants are closed on time
in the area. Taking suo
motu cognizance of the
viral video, Telibandha
police have registered a
case against unknown
persons and started in-
vestigation.

In the viral video,
some young men and
women are seen having
heated exchange of
words and abusing

each other. At the same
time, a young woman
has fallen down and is
being kicked and
punched by a young
man. The girl is also
beating the youths.
Thereafter the youths
fled from the spot.
Some boys and girls
also sustained injuries
in incident.

Some boys misbe-
have with girls under
the effect of intoxica-
tion. Girls also started
beating them. Some
local people also in-
formed the police pa-
trolling team about the
incident. However, all
the boys and girls ran
away after seeing the
police. No one reached
the police station and
lodged a complaint.

Clash erupts between two
groups of boys and girls

Exchange blows
and kicks while
hurling abuses

Video goes viral on
internet media

Over 250 BSUP houses occupied
by ineligible people

Action to be taken
to evict them after
survey 

SET to be held after 2 years

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066:: DARPAN has been a
unique initiative of the International
Institute of Information Technology
(IIIT) Naya Raipur, which enables
its students to plan their profession-
al careers right in their first year
and then work towards their plans
for the next three years. It is a life
design workshop to shape the
future of students. The workshop
also helps the students to sharpen
their presentation skills, public
speaking, and other soft skills.

The workshop was held on May
21, May 28, and June 4.  First year
B.Tech. students of batch 2021 par-
ticipated in the workshop and pre-
sented their respective SWOT
(Strength, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties, and threats) analysis.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
Director IIIT-NR, provided his valu-

able tips on how students can work
on their skills and weaknesses to
achieve their goals. He guided the
students on their strengths and
weakness as well. He encouraged
and motivated the students to pur-
sue their dreams and strongly
believes that the workshop is nec-
essary for students as introspection
is the first step to knowing oneself
and working on our passion. He
believes that identifying passion is
the first step to having a meaningful
life.

The whole program was coordi-
nated byDr.Sresha Yadav, Assistant
Professor and Faculty coordinator
of Centre for Professional
Development along with three stu-
dent coordinators, Saumya Singh,
Shreedhar Tiwari and Himanshu
Yadav.

IIIT organizes •Darpan•-a
self-introspection workshop

Kanker, Jun 06: An inde-
pendent and rapidly pro-
gressing rural industrial
unit was the dream of
Mahatma Gandhi. After
looking at the first rural in-
dustrial park of Kanker,
Gandhi Gram Kulgaon, we
can actually feel Gandhi Ji’s
dream being realized. The
Chief Minister said so dur-
ing the inauguration cere-
mony of Gandhi Gram
Kulgaon. He said that he
had given instructions to de-
velop Gauthans as employ-
ment centers so that the
larger population can be
connected to the various
employment-oriented activ-

ities. The Gandhi Gram
Kulgaon is a beautiful ex-
ample of how beneficial it
can be in offering employ-
ment opportunities to peo-
ple at a large scale. On this
occasion, the Chief
Minister paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi by adorn-
ing his idol with a garland
and then proceeded to con-
duct an inspection of the
center. He procured rice
from Dhenki. The Chief
Minister said that it is our
beautiful tradition that also
retains the quality of the
paddy. He also inspected the
employment-generating ac-
tivities of the various self-

help groups. On this occa-
sion, the Vidhansabha Vice
President Manoj Mandavi,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, Advisor to
the Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari, and other public
representatives were also
present.

The women were filled
with delight at the decision
of the remittance of the
loan - The Forest
Department had provided a
cyclic loan of Rs. 50 Lakh to
the Indira Van Mitan Group
Kulgaon for building the

Gandhi Gram Rural
Industrial park. When the
Chief Minister visited the
park and saw the amazing
creativity being employed
at work, he decided to remit
the cyclic loan of Rs. 50
Lakh. The women were de-
lighted to hear the an-
nouncement made by the
Chief Minister and thanked
him profusely.

*Production of eggs
through layer farming, fish
feed production* Chief
Minister inspected the work
of layer farming and egg
production through a cage
system at Adarsh Gauthan
in the park. Women of

Sheetla Self Help Group
said that 150 to 180 eggs are
being produced per day
through layer farming
which is being sold in
Anganwadi. A profit of Rs
50, 000 has been earned. He
also inspected the manufac-
turing process of fish feed
being prepared by members
of Puja Self-Help Group at
Gandhi village Kulgaon. He
interacted with the women
of the group and inquired
about the preparation
method, available market,
and income. Mr. Baghel also
flagged off a vehicle con-
taining 10 quintals of float-
ing fish feed manufactured

by the Women Self Help
Group. He also took a stock
of the Dona-Pattal manu-
facturing unit. About ten
thousand dona-pattals are
being manufactured here
every day by Jai Budhadev
Group. Saraswati Self Help
Group is doing the process-
ing of Pulses and Jai Seva
Group is doing the process-
ing of Turmeric Chilli.
Similarly, the Chief
Minister also interacted
with the women getting
training in Handloom
Textile Training Center.
Along with this, goat rear-
ing activities are also being
done here.

Gandhiji•s dream of Gram Swaraj is being realized in Ch•garh: CM
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Kanker, Jun 06: People
will have little to no com-
plaints if the government
schemes are implemented
properly. During the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
grammes held in Bastar
and Sarguja, Chief
Minister received hardly
any complaints regarding
the public services. This
satisfaction and smiles on
the faces of people are the
indicators of efficient ad-
ministrative system. I ex-
pect you to keep up this
dedication and accounta-

bility while performing
the duties of public serv-
ice, said Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel while ad-
dressing the officials at the
review meeting held in
Kanker. He added that con-
sistent and continuous ef-
forts are required for the
betterment of forest
dwellers. Meanwhile,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, Advisor to
Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari and other public
representatives.

Forest dwellers are the
protectors of the forest,
they should be provided
all kinds of facilities
under the Forest Rules,
said Chief Minister. He di-

rected the officials to cre-
ate more opportunities of
livelihood activities based
on development and pro-
cessing of forest re-
sources. Chief Minister
said that Kanker has dras-
tically transformed in a
short span of three and a
half years. Rapid develop-
ment of the area is in
progress, peace has been
established, tourism facili-
ties are being expanded
and major steps are being
taken in the direction of
processing forest pro-
duces.

Chief Minister further
said in the review meeting
that Kanker has gained
recognition across the na-
tion because of its rally co-
coon and millet mission.
Kodo, Kutki and Ragi have
also added to the unique-
ness of Kanker’s identity.
Chief Minister directed
the officials to ensure
value addition to Kodo,
Kutki and Ragi and to
thereby develop a major
source of income for peo-
ple. Kanker is known for
its forest resources.

Government policies for
processing and procure-
ment of forest produce has
created a wide array of
possibilities for the collec-

tors and traders. Chief
Minister directed the offi-
cers to work in the direc-
tion of expanding and en-
hancing the tourism facili-
ties. He said that develop-
ment of tourism infra-
structure should com-
mence right from Kanker,
as it is the gateway to
Bastar. With resorts like
Tatamari, Limdarha and
various other tourism fa-
cilities, Bastar is rapidly
developing into a tourist
hotspot.

Chief Minister appreci-
ated the development of
education infrastructure
during his visit to schools.
Parents are becoming
more aware regarding ed-
ucation of their children.
Addressing the officials,
Chief Minister said that
the satisfaction and smiles
I saw on the faces of peo-
ple is one of the fondest
memory I am taking from
this Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme.

We are collectively
working towards this goal
of establishing peace,
prosperity and progress
across the state of
Chhattisgarh, he said. He
directed the officials to
keep the dedicated efforts
towards this goal.

Little to no complaints in
Bastar and Sarguja: CM

Because of the
effective implemen-
tation of govt
schemes

Forest dwellers are
the protectors of
the forest, officials
should provide
them all kinds of
facilities as per the
Forest Rules

CM Baghel gave
necessary instruc-
tions to the officials
at the review meet-
ing held in Kanker

DRM, SECRWWO President plants saplings 

Raipur, Jun 06: With a
view to increase aware-
ness among people on en-
vironment in Raipur Rail
Division, a walkathon was
organised from SECRW-
WO ground WRS Colony
to Divisional Railway
Manager Office on the oc-

casion of World
Environment Day today.
The walkathon began at
7:30 am. A powerful slogan
was raised to save the envi-
ronment during
walkathon. Messages of
saving the environment
were spread to the com-
mon people through
posters, banners, flexes
etc.

Divisional Railway
Manager Shyam Sundar
Gupta and President
South East Central
Railway Women’s Welfare
Organisation (SECRW-
WO) Radha Gupta and

Additional Divisional
Railway Manager
(Operations) Lokesh
Bishnoi, Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager (Infra) Ashish
Mishra and senior officers
of Raipur Railway
Division including SECR-
WWO office bearers, Civil
Defense volunteers, all
railway personnel,
Railway Protection Force
personnel, members of
the sports team, scout-
guides enthusiastically
partic ipated in the pro-
gramme.

A street play was also
organized by the cultur-
al team of Raipur
Railway Division under
public awareness drive

to save the environment
in the premises of
Divisional Railway
Manager’s Office.
Railway employees per-
formed on the occasion,
spreading public aware-
ness on environment
protection.

Divisional Railway
Manager, Shyam Sundar
Gupta and SECRWWO
President, Radha Gupta
and officers planted
saplings in WRS Colony,
Raipur. All the branch of-
ficers of Raipur Railway
Division were present on
this occasion and con-
tributed towards tree
plantation. About 500
saplings were planted in
WRS Colony.

On World
Environment Day

Walkathon and
street play in Raipur
Railway Division on
Environment Day

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0066::  Hidayatullah
National Law University, Raipur
(HNLU) along with the Global
Network for Human Rights and
the Environment (GNHRE)
organized an International
Conference on Rights of Nature
for Sustainable Development on
June 5, 2022, the World
Environment Day.

The Conference kickstarted
with an inaugural session with
the august presence of Hon•ble
Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel,
Former Judge, Supreme Court of
India and Chairperson of the
National Green Tribunal as the
chief guest, Prof. Juan Sebastián
Villamil Rodríguez, Professor,
National University of Colombia,
Prof. (Dr.) Gitanjali N. Gill,
Professor, Northumbria Law
School,Northumbria University,
Newcastle, Prof. Paul Martin,
Director, Australian Centre for
Agriculture and Law, School of
Law, University of New England,
and Prof. Elisa Scotti, Professor,
University of Macerata, Italy as
international speakers.  Govind
Ram Miri, Senior Advocate,
Chhattisgarh High court and
Apurba Kumar Sharma, Senior

Advocate and Chairman,
Executive Committee, Bar
Council of India were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Prof. (Dr.) V C Vivekanandan,
the Vice-Chancellor of HNLU in
his inaugural remarks said • The
•Finite Nature• cannot be exploit-
ed for •Infinite development
process• and this necessitates
the •Rights of Nature• as a legal
game changer. This HNLU-
GNHRE International conference
is an effort to consolidate the
efforts for an international
regime on •Rights of Nature•Ž

Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel
Chairperson of NGT in his key
note address stressed upon the
exigency of •act now•. Bringing a
historical panorama of all the
international discourses and
efforts for the check on pollu-
tion, he urged, •If you want to
breathe clean air, you have to
contribute.Ž He also urged the
academia to bring •live issues•

before the students and take
them to the •live situation• of pol-
lution and brainstorm them for
the solution. He said that prob-
lems have solution but imple-
mentation requires huge will
power.

Moderating the panel discus-
sion, Prof. Juan Sebastián
Villamil Rodríguez, touched upon
the constitutional aspect of
•Rights of Nature• in his opening
address with special reference
to India and the international
perspective. 
SSppeeaakkiinngg  oonn  tthhee  tthheemmee  ••RRiigghhttss  ooff
NNaattuurree::  Place / People based
sustainability and Indigenous
Knowledge• Prof. (Dr.) Gitanjali
N. Gill underlined brought the
thought on the plate that as long
as we treat nature as resource,
the exploitation would continue.
•We need indigenous knowl-
edge, beliefs and values and
relational experience with
nature to seek the balance,Ž said

she. Relating the theme with the
thread, Prof. Paul Martin, talked
about the gaps between the
international promises, their
implementations, and the public
policy. He added the dimension
of the academia as well to play
the active role instead of the
•theoretical roles.•

In her address, Prof. Elisa
Scotti echoed the unconditional
and emergent necessity of the
•new and now• responsibility
towards nature.

Followed by the Panel
Discussion, the technical session
saw the paper presentation on
the varied themes like Rights of
Nature v. Rights to Nature,
Rights of Nature v. Sustainable
Business, Rights of Nature and
Role of the Stakeholders for
Sustainable Development, Rights
of Nature and Role of
Institutional Mechanism, Rights
of Nature and Human Rights,
Rights of Nature and Green

Economy, Rights of Nature and
Global Biodiversity, Rights of
Nature and Greening Finance,
Rights of Nature and
International Trade. 

The valedictory session had
the eminent presence of Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Chairman, C.G. State
Biodiversity Board and PCCF as
the Chief Guest and Arun Kumar
Pandey, Member Secretary, C.G.
State Biodiversity Board (I.F.S.)
as the Guest of Honour. Both the
dignitaries stressed upon the
shared responsibility of preser-
vation and conservation of moth-
er nature by every stakeholder
for the sustainable development. 

The Conference brought
together people from a range of
specialists and backgrounds for a
cross-disciplinary discussion on
the rights of nature.

The programme was designed
and spearheaded by Prof. (Dr.)
Uday Shankar, Registrar with the
organization efforst of  Prof. (Dr.)
Yogendra Kumar Srivastava,
Dean-(Outreach and External
regulatory Compliance),Dr.
Ankit Awasthi, Assistant
Professor as Secretary,  Dr. Rana
Navneet Roy, Associate
Professor as Co-Secretary and
Mr. Abhinav Shukla, Assistant
Professor and Mrs. Urvi
Shrivastava as members in a
record short time.

HNLU organizes an international conference
On •Rights of Nature
for Sustainable
Development•
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Raipur, Jun 06: Atharva
Raj Balani, a student of
Rajkumar College and an
ace player of Chhattisgarh
Tennis Association proved
his sporting prowess at
IPSC Tennis
Championship held at
MNNS RAI School,
Sonipat by winning a sil-
ver medal.

The IPSC Tennis
Championship 2022 (U-17)
was held at MNNS RAI
School, Sonepat, Haryana
from  May 28th to May
31st, 2022 in which the ten-
nis team of Rajkumar
College comprising
Atharva Raj Balani and
Rohin Premchandani
proved their mettle in
Tennis by giving a remark-
able performance at vari-
ous levels. In the team
event, Rohin
Premchandani defeated
Ansh Gupta in a tiebreak-
er by 7-3 whereas Atharva

gave in to Uday Batra by 4-
7. Atharva Raj Balani and
Rohin Premchandani
were undaunted by the re-
sults though their effort
went by the board in dou-
bles by 4-6 and in the team
event they lost to YPS
Patiala by 1-2. In the indi-
vidual championship
matches, Rohin beat
Subhrajpreet (YPS
Patiala) but lost to
Kanishka (The Emerald
Heights) by 3-7. In the

league matches, Atharva
Raj kicked back into ac-
tion by beating Ranvijay
(Lawrence School,
Sanawar) by 4-0 and
Rayansh Malik (YPS
Mohali) by 4-0.

In the semifinal, this
master player of
Rajkumar College defeat-
ed Aryaveer (Mayo
College, Ajmer) by 6-2 and
Vivaan (Daly College,
Indore) by 6-4 with a res-
olute refusal to given in.
Atharva Raj showed
dauntless optimism and
played remarkably but
could not make it to win-
ning a gold medal. He lost
to Uday Batra (YPS
Patiala) but his excellent
performance helped him
to win a silver.

Thirteen Schools partic-
ipated in this
Championship and the
performance of the team
of Rajkumar College was
commendable. Atharva
Raj Balani added glory to
the school by winning a
Silver medal in the IPSC
Tennis Championship
(Singles).

Atharva Raj Balani gives
excellent performance 

�Q Central Chronicle
News

Plantation prog held at SBPIL
Raipur, Jun 06: A
tree plantation
program was or-
ganized on 5th
June 2022 on the
occasion of World
Environment Day
at Shri Bajrang
Power & Ispat Ltd.
(SBPIL), in
G o n d w a r a ,
Borjhara and Tilda

units. The programme was inaugurated by the Director
of the Company, S.K.Goyal. On the occasion of the pro-
gramme S.K.Goyal expressed his views for environmen-
tal protection and motivated to all the employees present
to plant more and more trees, informs SBPIL Dy.
Manager EHS Deptt Vikas Agrawal in a press release.

AACG plants sapling on 
World Environment day

Raipur, Jun
06: Members
o f
Advert ising
Association of
Chhattisgarh
(AACG), like
every year, or-
ganised plan-
tation pro-
gramme on
occasion of
W o r l d
Environment
Day and plant-
ed a sapling in
the office
premises.

On this occasion AACG State President Omkar
Singh, V-P Afsar Khan, Vijay Ghosh and Virendra
Shukla were present.

Kodagaon, Jun 06: During
the Janchaupal organized
under the Bhent aur
Mulaqat program in
Kodagaon of Kanker Vidhan
Sabha, a resident farmer of
Pandarahi, Ghasiyaram,
narrated the problems of the
local farmers to the Chief
Minister. He informed that
in 2004, farmers’ land was
taken for the construction of
a reservoir and its compen-
sation was fixed. The
scheme in which this com-
pensation was to be received
has now been discontinued.
As a result, compensation
could not be received. The
Chief Minister suggested
that “we can provide anoth-
er land in lieu of the land
which was taken”. The farm-
ers said that it would be bet-
ter if they get monetary
compensation instead. On
this, the Chief Minister in-
structed the officers to make
compensation case immedi-
ately and check it according
to the rules and provide ben-
efits to the farmers.

The Chief Minister also
directed to make a medical
certificate of a handicapped
child and also provided a fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 2
lakh during the Janchaupal.

He had lunch at the home of
a village farmer Girwar
Sahu. Here he was  served
Lokti, a dish made from
Madhuras. During this,
Deputy Speaker of the
Vidhan Sabha Manoj
Mandavi, Women and Child
Development Minister Anila
Bhediya, Parliamentary
Secretary Shishupal Shori,
Antagarh MLA Shri Anoop
Nag, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Rajesh Tiwari and
other public representatives
were present.

Instructed the Collector
to start farm leveling
under MNREGA and en-
couraged the local farm-
ers to cultivate Kodo and
Kutki

The Chief Minister sug-
gested that Under MNREGA,
farm leveling should be done
and  Kodo-Kutki farming can
be done on the land - During
the Janchaupal, A resident
farmer of Bhanbera,

Mahawar Singh Nureti said
that “it would have been bet-
ter if the land reform work
had been done in our farm,
now we are completely de-
pendent on the forest for
livelihood”. The Chief
Minister gave instructions to
the Collector to get the farm
leveled through MNREGA.
He also suggested the farm-
ers to cultivate Kodo-Kutki-
Ragi etc. in these fields due
to the huge demand for these
crops in the market and the
government is also encour-
aging these crops with value
addition and processing.

Electricity to reach in
farm lands and benefits 

of GNY:
Sarita, A resident of vil-

lage of Bar Deori, said that
electricity has not reached
Bhai Kumar Sori’s field yet.
Three poles are needed for
the connection. The Chief
Minister assured that her
name has been noted. Soon

electricity will reach the
farm. Fageshwari informed
that she has bought earring
for her daughter from the
money received from
Godhan Nyay – Fageshwari
informed the Janchaupal
that Fourteen thousand ru-
pees have been earned by
selling vermi compost.

On this occasion, the Chief
Minister inaugurated the
beautification work of 12
Devgudis at Kodagaon at a
cost of Rs.66 lakh and also
performed Bhoomi Pujan,
renovation and beautifica-
tion program of 22 Devgudis
at a cost of Rs. 1 Crore 43
Lakhs.

Important announce-
ments of Chief Minister-
Boundary wall will be built
in the primary school of
Kodagaon. Road will be con-
structed from Kodagaon to
Pandripani. A new trans-
former will be installed in
Kodagaon to get rid of low
voltage issues. There playing
field of Kodagaon will under-
go leveling. Gudhar Dam of
Kodagaon will be deepened.
Anicut will be built on the
Chinhar river in Ghaneli
Kanhar. A new bridge will be
built at Dubli Dam in
Talakurra.

Farmers• issues pending for two decades
were resolved in a few minutes by CM

Raipur, Jun 06: Project
Chairman Raj Dubey told
that members of Rotary
Club of Raipur Greater have
played important role in
raising funds for the needs
of the local communities
and have done Rs 1.17 cr
worth of project within this
year. This has been raised in
the tough post-COVID times,
showing exemplary commit-
ment to service by donors.

To celebrate the comple-
tion of the project and to
hand over the equipment to
the Hospital, an event is or-
ganized at Sri Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam Auditorium
on June 8, 2022 at 6 pm.

Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH), Nava
Raipur, where children with
Congenital Heart Disease
are treated Totally Free of
Cost, started in 2017. Rotary
Club Raipur Greater has
been the first gobal agency
to step up with Global Grant
Project (first of its kind in
Chhattisgarh) was initiated
and completed by establish-
ing a Cath Lab worth 3.80 cr.
More than 3000 children’s
lives have been saved so far.
This was followed by spon-
soring Critical Medical
Equipment for OT and ICU
and donation of equipment

for Blood Bank in 2020.
Another Rotary Club of
Raipur has also helped
setup Oxygen Generation
Plant and Homograft Bank
in 2021 & funds for 50
Pediatric Cardiac Surgeries.
Rotary Club Raipur Greater
pledges to be preferred &
trustworthy partner to this
esteemed social organiza-
tion, Sri Satya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital.

Club Secretary Manish
Agrawal informed that
Women and children have
suffered immensely during
COVID times. Sri Sathya Sai
Health & Education Trust
has responded to the need of
the community and resolved
to start Sri Sathya Sai
Mother & Child Hospital
providing All Services
Totally Free of Cost To All.
In the true spirit of Service
to Nation, Rotary Club of
Raipur Greater has once
again risen to the occasion
and has extended its sup-
port to the hospital by com-
mitting to provide neces-
sary Medical Equipment for
Operating Theaters, Post
Operative Ward, Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit,
Prenatal & Antenatal Wards
and also equipment for the
service of Out- Patients.

Rotary Club Raipur Greater
inaugurates project Mamatv
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Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
the special initiative of
Bastar district administra-
tion, youth and girls are
being trained in tattoo art
at Badal Academy, Asna,
to preserve the art and cul-
ture of Bastar. It is note-
worthy that Bastar is fa-
mous all over the world for
its art and culture, where
each region has a different
culture and art.

The art of tattooing is
also a special identity of
the culture of Bastar. With
the aim of preserving the
art of tattooing, training is
being organized on the ini-
tiative of Bastar district
administration. The youth
are being trained by
Tattoo specialists at Badal
Academy, Asna.

In this training organ-
ized in Badal till June 6,
youths of all the develop-
ment blocks of Bastar dis-
trict are taking advantage

of the training.
Special initiative 
to preserve tattoo 

art of Bastar:
The tattoo art of Bastar

is known all over the coun-
try. Where people of tribal
community get it printed
in different parts of their
body. But over the period
of time people forgotton
about this art. Training is
being organized to pre-
serve this art. In this train-
ing, 20 youths are partici-
pating and learning the
art of tattooing.

Tattoo art expert
Shailiji told that many
types of arts exist in dif-

ferent parts of Bastar.
Tattooing is a special art
in this. Today this art is in
the verge of extinction,
which is being tried to be
preserved through train-
ing. Various types of de-
signs are also being taught
in this training. A cata-
logue has also been pre-
pared for this.
Tattooing art to give new

employment avenues:
Tattooing art training

started on the initiative of
Bastar district administra-
tion will also provide em-
ployment opportunities to
the youth. After training,
youth will be able to earn

an income by setting up
Bastar Tribal Tattoo Stall.
For this a special setup
will also be prepared in
Chitrakot. Shaili informed
that they have started get-
ting works with start of
this training.

Talking about tattoo art
training, Bastar Collector
Rajat Bansal said that tat-
too training is being or-
ganized in Badal Academy.
There are many such as-
pects of Bastar, which re-
veal the different and
unique identity of Bastar
around the world. One of
the aspects is the folk art
and folk culture of Bastar.
Tattooing is a traditional
art of Bastar, which we
have taken this initiative
to preserve. So that the
whole world can get ac-
quainted with this special
art of Bastar and the
youth of Bastar can get its
direct benefit.

Young girls imparted training 
on Tattooing Art

Unique event held on 
World Environment Day
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Kawardha, Jun 06: On the
occasion of World
Environment Day, a unique
event on the protection-pro-
motion and awareness of
environment was held in
Kawardha Municipality,
which was then registered
in the Golden Book of
World Records. Around two
thousand people walked
around five kilometers
with sapling in their hands,
to spread the message of
environment protection.

The representative of
Golden Book World
Records, New Delhi re-
viewed the entire event and
thereafter the delegation
presented the provisional
certificate of Golden Book
of World Records to the dis-
trict administration and
the Municipal Council for
this remarkable work.

Sonal Rajesh Sharma,
representative of Golden
Book of World Records in-
formed about this achieve-
ment by holding a press
conference at Circuit

House in Kawardha. Mrs.
Sonal Rajesh Sharma pre-
sented the provisional cer-
tificate of Golden Book of
World Records to
Kawardha Municipality
President Mr. Rishi Kumar
Sharma and Chief
Municipal Officer Mr.
Naresh Verma.

President Shri Rishi
Sharma gave the credit to
the honour to Kawardha
Municipality Haritima
Organization, Force
Academy, media col-
leagues, Women's Self-Help

Group, Force Academy
Child Wing, including reli-
gious and cultural organi-
zations. Collector Shri
Ramesh Kumar Sharma
has congratulated
Kawardha Nagar Palika
Parishad for better plan-
ning and successful imple-
mentation of the event in a
positive manner.

Congratulating the
Palika Parishad,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umaid Singh, Forest
Divisional Officer Mr.
Chudamani Singh, District

Panchayat CEO Mr.
Sandeep Aggarwal said
that on the World
Environment Day, aware-
ness has been created by
implementing them for the
protection and promotion
of the environment. The
message is to be continued
continuously, so that the
younger generation can
also understand the impor-
tance of environment.
Employees of Palika
Parishad and representa-
tives of electronic, print
media were present.

Will make the city green with 
public cooperation: Yadu
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Fingeshwar, Jun 06: On
the occasion of World
Environment Day,
saplings were planted at
Haat Bazar site and Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay
Garden by the youth and
public representatives of
the city and all the people

present took pledge to
plant more trees and pro-
tect them once they start
growing.

Addressing the partici-
pants of the day, Jagdish
Yadu, President of Nagar
Panchayat Fingeshwar
said that due to the hard
work of all of us,
Deendayal Upadhyay

Garden is looking green
today, in the same way,
with the collective effort of
all the city will be made
clean and green.

In the program, chil-
dren also celebrated their

birthday by planting
saplings, in which sister
and brother duo, Sagarika
and Sagar Haldhar, plant-
ed saplings to make
Sagar's birthday memo-
rable. Ex-aldermen Raju
Sahu, Seema Thakur,
Divisional Treasurer
Dhananjay Harit, Raju
Daga, Rishikesh
Suryavanshi, Manoj
Sonkar, Virendra Yadu,
Pinkesh Srivas, Chhagan
Dhruva, Jitendra Srivas,
Raju Markam, Montu
Nishad, Shyam Dhruv
were especially present in
the program.
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Pandariya, Jun 06:
Plantation drive was con-
ducted in the rural areas
of the region including the
city on World
Environment Day, with
various programs mark-
ing the day. The
Environment Protection
Committee of the city on
Sunday celebrated the
marriage anniversary of
Deputy Collector Rituraj
Bisen and five saplings of
Gulmohar and Kadamb
were planted to mark the
day.

Mohan Rajput and
Anurag Thakur of the
committee demanded a
ban on felling down of

trees in the forest region of
the area on this occasion.
They told that the area
Forests are getting cut con-
tinuously and if this situa-
tion continues, the exis-
tence of the forest will
soon end from the area.

In Atmanand Vidyalaya
of the city, the principal of
the institution, Geetaram
Sahu along with the envi-
ronmental protection com-

mittee planted five
saplings of Neem,
Kadamba and Gulmohar
in the school premises and
protected them by fixing
tree guards. Three
saplings of Kadamba were
also planted in Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Sugar
Factory and plantation
was done at many places
including Forest
Department premises

Mahka, Kui and other
places.

Saplings were also
planted in Prajapati
Brahma Ishwariya
Vishwa Vidyalaya of
Kunda and Government
Higher Secondary School
Kunda. Mohan Rajput,
Anurag Thakur, Hameed
Khan, Mohan Singh
(Raju), Ashok Sahu of the
committee , Raju
Srivastava, Mukesh
Kaushik, Yogesh Jaiswal,
Principal of the institu-
tion Geetaram Sahu,
Manish Batve, Dumesh
Sahu, Lala Lajpat Rai,
Kailash Devangan, Thanu
Sahu, Laxman Yadav and
many others were present
on the occasion.

NCC cadets pass on message
to save environment
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Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
the occasion of World
Environment Day, the
message of protecting the
environment was given to
the common people by
the cadets of
G o v e r n m e n t
Engineering College,

Jagdalpur from NCC run
organization under
Chhattisgarh Girls
Battalion Parchanpal.

Colonel Sanjay Chawla,
Commanding Officer of
Chhattisgarh Girls
Battalion said that as per
instructions from the
Group Commander
Brigadier AK Das, World

Environment Day was or-
ganized by NCC cadets
today.

The NCC cadets took
out a rally and appealed
to the common people to
ensure their safety and
all necessary measures to
protect the environment
by planting more and
more saplings.

Green Foundation organized a seminar 
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Jagdalpur, Jun 06: On
occasion of World
Environment Day, a semi-
nar was organized by
Green Foundation
Chhattisgarh District
Bastar in the premises of
the local Jagannath
Temple today. In which
Balkaram Joshi empha-
sized on planting trees as
well as their protection.

Ravidra Pandey said
that one person should
plant five saplings and
take care of them daily.
Sanjeev Sharma said
that fruit-bearing trees
should be planted in-

stead of showpiece
plants in Bastar.

Anil Samant said that
the organization should
be made fully dynamic,

youth should be connect-
ed with the environment
and protect trees and
plants responsibly.

Anup Jain said that

meetings should be held
from time to time to save
the environment and
full training should be
given to save trees and

plants. Responsibility
for the maintenance of
trees should be given to
the officials and from
time to time give com-
plete information to the
organization.

During this, Balkram
Joshi, Ravindra Pandey,
Ishwar Khabari,
Chavileshwar Joshi,
Sanjeev Sharma, Anil
Samant, Abhay Dixit,
Ajay Tiwari, Sanjay Jha,
Uttam Dubey, Anup Jain,
Shashibhushan Rath,
Minesh Panigrahi, Anand
Jha, Dharmendra Pandey,
Manoj Pandey,
Chhavleshwar Joshi con-
ducted the program. Plant
distribution was also
done by the organization
at the end of the pro-
gramme.

�Q On World
Environment Day
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Plantation drive marks World Environment Day

To preserve the art and culture of Bastar 

CM announces to include both the villages in the Dudhawa group scheme

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Jun 06: During
the Chief Minister's
Janchaupal , Chappu Lal
Sinha, a villager of
Dumarpani in Badal vil-
lage of Kanker Vidhan
Sabha, complained about
the deteriorating health of
the village residents of
Dumarpani and Saigaon
due to the intake of fluori-

dated water. Showing con-
cern on this matter, the
Chief Minister an-
nounced to include both
these villages in Dudhawa
Group Scheme so that
pure drinking water could
be ensured in these vil-
lages.

Further ahead in the
day, he reached the
Anganwadi of Badal vil-
lage, he not only observed
the health of the children
in the Anganwadi ,but
also unexpectedly went to-
wards the kitchen to ob-
serve the hygiene and
quality of food items
beung used, he asked the
cook about today's menu
for children.

He himself opened the
lid of the cooker contain-
ing khichdi and was mes-
merized by its aroma. He
further said that Khichdi
is a simple but highly nu-
tritious meal especially
for Women and Children.

It is noteworthy that on
the initiative of Mr.
Baghel, the statewide
'Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyaan' was started

from October 2, 2019, on
the occasion of the 150th
birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Under this, coordinated
efforts were made with the
integration of various
schemes and as a result,
about one lakh 60 thou-
sand children of the state
have become free from
malnutrition.

According to the
National Family Health
Survey-4 released in the

year 2015-16, the rate of
malnutrition (taking into
account the data of weight
of children up to 5 years of
age) was 37.7 per cent and
the national malnutrition
rate was 35.8 per cent
Anganwadi's where hy-
gienic and nutritious
meals are prepared, prop-
er care is given to children
and medical camps are or-
ganized to scrutinize their
health concerns.

Hence, Anganwadi's

have a special role in fight-
ing this battle of malnutri-
tion. . According to the
data released for the year
2020-21, the malnutrition
rate of India has come
down by only 3.7 per cent,
while Chhattisgarh has
successfully managed to
reduce it by 6.4 per cent.

State government 
Public Welfare

During the meeting,
Radhika Pandey told that
when she brought her
daughter Lavanya to the
Anganbadi, a health
checkup was organized
for her daughter and she
was weighed, she came to
know that her daughter is
malnourished. But after
spending a few years in
the Anganbadi, the girl is
fully nourished and is in
good health. The Chief
Minister said that chil-
dren are the foundational
blocks of tomorrow, If the
children are strong, only
then Chhattisgarh would
remain strong. During
this, he also offered
prayers at the historic
Shiva temple. Women and

Child Development
Minister Smt. Anila
Bhediya, Parliamentary
Secretary Shri Shishupal
Sori, Antagarh MLA Shri
Anoop Nag, Advisor to
Chief Minister Shri
Rajesh Tiwari and other
public representatives
were present on the occa-
sion.

Schemes Yielding 
positive results Police
Earned profit by selling

vermicompost and vegeta-
bles, then started poultry
and goat rearing in
Gauthan

- During the meeting, a
beneficiary of Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Rani Jain
told that she has made 125
quintals of vermi compost
and has earned 49 thou-
sand rupees through
Gauthan. For two years,
we have been planting veg-
etables in one acre, so far
we have sold vegetables
worth up to one lakh ru-
pees.

With this money, goat
and poultry farming has
been started. The Chief
Minister congratulated

her and said "you people
are doing commendable
work. Every success story
inspires another person to
do something good. You
people will be given a goat
shed for goat rearing".

Important announce-
ments made by the Chief
Minister- On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
announced 33 KV power
sub-station at Dumarpani.
Announced Kankanal
Pulia Setu located on
Saranda Salhebhat
Sarona Marg.

Announced the con-
struction of a new bridge
across the Surhi river.
Announced the installa-
tion of Lamps, construc-
tion of compost godown,
and office building in
Badal.

Announced the con-
struction of 1 km CC road
from Badal main road to
Panchayat Bhawan., the
establishment of the po-
lice station in Sarona, and
opening a branch of the
cooperative bank in
Amora was also an-
nounced.

�Q To ensure availability
of pure water for resi-
dents of Dumarpani
and Saigaon facing
problem of Fluoridated
water

�Q State govt Public
Welfare Schemes
Yielding positive
results

�Q Police station will be
opened in Sarona, a
branch of cooperative
bank in Amora

�Q Announcement of 33
KV Electricity Sub
Station in Doomarpani

WELCOME TO PREZ

Artists perform to welcome President Ram Nath Kovind at Hazratganj area in
Lucknow, here on Monday.

OPERATION BLUE STAR ANNIV

Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) President S. Simranjeet Singh Mann along with others
pay respects on the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Operation Blue Star at Golden
temple in Amritsar, here on Monday.

KLO warns of bloodbath, if Kamtapur statehood demand opposed
Alipurduar/Kolkata,
Jun 06 (PTI): Ahead of
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s scheduled visit
to northern parts of the
state on Tuesday, banned
terror outfit Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation
(KLO) has warned of a
“bloodbath” if their sepa-
rate statehood movement
is opposed.

In a purported video, the
authenticity of which
could not be independent-
ly verified by PTI, a
masked man claiming to
be KLO leader Jeevan
Singha, flanked by armed
bodyguards, warned
Banerjee against visiting
North Bengal.

“We appeal to everyone,
including Mamata
Banerjee, not to oppose
our Kamtapur statehood
demand. She mustn’t visit
North Bengal. We will in-
tensify our movement in
the days to come and seek
cooperation from every-
one.

“If anyone tries to stop
us, the result would be dev-

astating. There will be a
bloodbath. We are ready to
sacrifice our lives for the
cause,” the masked insur-
gent said.

Although police has de-
clined to comment on the
video, it has beefed up se-
curity in the region as
Banerjee will address a
TMC workers’ meeting in
Alipurduar on Tuesday.

A movement demanding
to carve out a separate
state of Kamtapur com-
prising the northern dis-
tricts of West Bengal and
the adjoining western
parts of Assam was
launched in the early
nineties, citing the under-
development of the re-
gion. However, it took a
turn to armed insurgency
when KLO was formed in
the mid-nineties.

Once a dreaded militant
group, KLO is now not
even a shadow of its for-
mer self as most of its top
leaders are either behind
the bars or have returned
to the mainstream under
the TMC regime.

Several splinter groups

have cropped up that be-
lieve in the democratic
process to achieve the
statehood demand.

“It hardly matters if
someone is threatening.
But I haven’t seen the
video, so I can’t comment
on it,” Nikhil Roy, presi-
dent of Kamtapur Peoples’
Party (United), said.

The North Bengal re-
gion, comprising eight dis-
tricts including pictur-
esque Darjeeling, is eco-
nomically important for
West Bengal as it has rev-
enue-generating indus-
tries like tea, timber and
tourism.

The region is of utmost
strategic importance be-
cause of the narrow
Siliguri Corridor, referred
to as the ‘chicken’s neck’,
which connects the
Northeast with the rest of
India.

North Bengal shares in-
ternational borders with
Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh and has wit-
nessed violent statehood
movements, including the
Gorkhaland stir, since the

eighties.
The KLO’s warning,

however, triggered a war
of words between the
TMC and BJP, with the
ruling party in West
Bengal accusing the saf-
fron party of fanning sep-
aratist movements in the
state.

“It is clear that BJP
leaders have been fanning
separatist movements in
the state for their vested
political interests. They
have been demanding ei-
ther a separate state or
Union territory over the
last one year,” senior TMC
leader Partha Pratim Ray
said. The BJP, however,
dubbed the allegations
baseless. “Partition of
West Bengal is not viable
socially, economically and
politically.

We are not in favour of a
separate state. But we feel
there is a need for the de-
velopment of North
Bengal. The people of the
region have been deprived
for a long time,” state BJP
spokesperson Samik
Bhattacharya said.

Union govt planning to
establish old-age homes 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The government is
planning to establish old-
age homes in every dis-
trict of the country and
has identified 250 dis-
tricts where it will be
tying up with local
NGOs of the area, the
Ministry of Social
Justice and
Empowerment said on
Monday.

Addressing a press
conference, Union Social
Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Virendra Kumar listed
out various initiatives
taken by his ministry in
the last eight years.

He said the govern-
ment is planning to es-
tablish an old-age home
in every district of the
country for the elderly.

He added that the min-

istry is tying up with
local NGOs to set up
such old-age homes.

A senior ministry offi-
cial explained that 250
districts have been iden-
tified for the purpose
and work is going on.

Meanwhile, he said the
government has started
a major reformulation of
the schemes through
which scholarships are
provided to SC students
scholarships owing to
complaints.

Also for the first time,
the students are getting
the money directly to
their accounts through
the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) scheme,
the ministry official
said, adding 41 lakh stu-
dents have so far been
benefited under it.

Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Kumar said the Senior
Able Citizens for Re-
Employment in Dignity

(SACRED) portal and
nine start-ups have been
roped in for senior citi-
zen employment seekers.
The IT platform brings
such employment seek-
ers and providers togeth-
er.

The senior ministry of-
ficial said a strong move-
ment is going on across
the country under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan. The govern-
ment is targeting to
make 100 districts ‘nasha
mukt’ this year as part of
the campaign.

The minister also list-
ed out various schemes
that have been imple-
mented for the elderly,
SC, OBC, disabled and
transgenders.

According to
Population Census 2011,
there are nearly 104 mil-
lion elderly people (aged
60 years or above) in
India; 53 million females
and 51 million males.

Lalu Prasad asks court to
release passport

Ranchi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) Supremo Lalu
Prasad has appealed be-
fore a special CBI Court
for release of his passport
in order to renew it as he
may need to travel abroad
for a possible kidney
transplant, his counsel
said on Monday.

The 73-year-old Prasad
on April 22 was granted
bail by Jharkhand High
Court in the Doranda
Treasury Case involving
embezzlement of over Rs
139 crore in which a CBI
special court had sen-
tenced him to five years
in prison.

“Lalu Prasad has
prayed for renewal of his
passport. He has pleaded
before a special CBI court
that his passport be hand-
ed over for renewal. The
application mentions that
after renewal the pass-
port will be submitted to
the court,” Prasad’s coun-
sel Prabhat Kumar told
PTI. Kumar said: “He has
taken the plea that it is a
case of kidney failure and
he may be required to go
abroad for treatment or
transplant” and added: “If
we get an appointment
from the doctor then we
will pray for passport re-
lease and permission to
go abroad for treatment.”

The next date of hear-
ing has been fixed as June
10, he said.

Prasad suffers from
multiple ailments, includ-
ing renal problems. He is

a patient of stage-4 kid-
ney ailment.

According to experts
his kidney is functioning
at 20 per cent capacity.

The counsel said that
meanwhile Prasad has
reached Daltonganj in
connection with a case re-
lated to violation of
model code of conduct
during elections in 2009
when he had gone to an
election rally to Garhwa
to campaign for a candi-
date and the helicopter
had landed at some other
place than the designated
spot.

The case was later
transferred to Ranchi and
then to Daltonganj and
Prasad has to appear be-
fore the special court on
June 8, Kumar added.

Prasad was granted
bail in Doranda Treasury
case on April 22.

IISc researchers provide alternative mechanism 
Bengaluru, Jun 06 (PTI) 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of Science
have developed a new ap-
proach that provides an al-
ternative mechanism to
render viruses like SARS-
CoV-2 inactive, according
to IISc.

In a study published in
‘Nature Chemical
Biology’, the researchers
report the design of a new
class of artificial peptides
or miniproteins that can
not only block virus entry
into our cells but also
clump virions (virus parti-
cles) together, reducing
their ability to infect.

A protein-protein inter-
action is often like that of
a lock and a key, the
Bengaluru-based IISc
noted in a statement. This
interaction can be ham-
pered by a lab-made
miniprotein that mimics,
competes with, and pre-
vents the ‘key’ from bind-
ing to the ‘lock’, or vice

versa.
In the new study, the

team has exploited this ap-
proach to design minipro-
teins that can bind to, and
block the spike protein on
the surface of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus. This binding
was further characterised
extensively by cryo-elec-
tron microscopy (cryo-
EM) and other biophysical
methods.

These miniproteins are
helical, hairpin-shaped
peptides, each capable of
pairing up with another of
its kind, forming what is
known as a dimer. Each
dimeric ‘bundle’ presents
two ‘faces’ to interact with
two target molecules.

The researchers hypoth-
esised that the two faces
would bind to two separate
target proteins, locking all
four in a complex and
blocking the targets’ ac-
tion. “But we needed proof
of principle,” says
Associate Professor in the
Molecular Biophysics Unit

(MBU), IISc, and the lead
author of the study,
Jayanta Chatterjee.

The team decided to test
their hypothesis by using
one of the miniproteins
called SIH-5 to target the
interaction between the
Spike (S) protein of SARS-
CoV-2 and ACE2 protein in
human cells.

The S protein is a trimer
a complex of three identi-
cal polypeptides. Each
polypeptide contains a
Receptor Binding Domain
(RBD) that binds to the
ACE2 receptor on the host
cell surface. This interac-
tion facilitates viral entry
into the cell.

The SIH-5 miniprotein
was designed to block the
binding of the RBD to
human ACE2. When a SIH-
5 dimer encountered an S
protein, one of its faces
bound tightly to one of the
three RBDs on the S pro-
tein trimer, and the other
face bound to an RBD from
a different S protein.
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Two killed   
�J Jalpaiguri: Two per-

sons were killed on
Monday after their
two-wheeler collided
head on with a passen-
ger vehicle in West
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri
district, police said.
The accident took
place at around 11 am
in the Ulladabri area
in Maynaguri town
after the motorcycle
crashed into the vehi-
cle that was coming
from the opposite di-
rection, a senior offi-
cer said. Two motor-
cycle riders, identified
as Sanju Majumder
(27) and Balaram
Sarkar (26), died on
the spot and were resi-
dents of Nathuhat
area of the district, he
said. They were com-
ing from Jalpaiguri
town when the acci-
dent occurred. Their
bodies were sent to
Jalpaiguri
Superspeciality
Hospital for post-
mortem examina-
tions, the officer
added.

Two held 
�J Jammu: The police

have arrested two
men and recovered 10
kg cannabis from
their possession here,
officials said on
Monday. The accused
have been identified
as as Bihar-resident
Dharvinder Kumar
and Raj Kumar, a na-
tive of Chhattisgarh,
police said, adding
that they were nabbed
near the city’s Rajeev
Nagar area. The ac-
cused are being ques-
tioned and some more
arrests and recoveries
are expected based on
their disclosure as po-
lice is working to
break the drugs sup-
ply chain in the city, a
police official said.In
another incident, the
police also arrested a
man named Yasir
Hussain, a resident of
the city’s Bhatindi
area, with 10 grams of
heroin on Sunday.

Bizman robbed 
�J Mumbai: Four persons

travelling in a cab al-
legedly intercepted the
car of a businessman
and robbed him of his
mobile phone and gold
chain on the busy
Western Express
Highway (WEH) in
Mumbai, a police offi-
cial said on Monday.
The four persons, who
fled after the incident
on May 25 in their
white cab, were arrest-
ed on Saturday after
the police zeroed-in on
them while checking
the CCTV footage of
some 35 cars which
passed through the
long highway route
after the crime, he said.

Three die 
�J Bengaluru: Three died

after consumption of
contaminated water in
Raichur district, fol-
lowing which
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Monday or-
dered a probe into and
announced a compen-
sation of Rs five lakh
each to the family of
the deceased.
According to sources,
several people, includ-
ing children, have been
hospitalised in Raichur
after consuming con-
taminated water. “The
government has taken
seriously three deaths
in Raichur, caused due
to drinking contami-
nated water. I have
asked Karnataka Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board’s Chief
Engineer to conduct a
thorough inquiry
about the reasons.
Some are blaming it on
the damaged pipeline
due to rains...we are
getting a technical re-
port,” Bommai said.

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday took strong note of
continuing illegal mining of
minerals by some firms in
Odisha without obtaining
forest clearance (FCs) from
authorities under the garb
of status quo orders, and
asked the state high court to
dispose of such matters in
six months.

The top court was irked
over the fact that the mining
companies, which have not
been granted FCs by the
Centre and other authori-
ties, are continuing with the

illegal excavation of miner-
als on grounds that the high
court has passed the status
quo orders with regard to
the dispute.

How can the mining be
continued without getting
forest clearance (from au-
thorities) under the garb of
a status quo order from the
high court, a vacation
bench of justices M R Shah
and Aniruddha Bose said.

Anything which has been
excavated without the forest
clearance is illegal. You can-
not be permitted to contin-
ue with the excavation or
extraction of minerals
without the forest clear-
ance. It is unfortunate that
high courts are passing
such orders of status quo
and permitting continuance
of mining work, the bench

said. The bench, which was
hearing the appeal of M/s
Balasore Alloys Ltd of
Odisha against the high
court’s refusal to continue
with the status quo order
favouring the firm, permit-
ted the company to with-
draw its plea.

It said that it would per-
mit the withdrawal but the
company cannot be allowed
to mine as it does not have
the forest clearance to mine
as on today and hence, this
is illegal and cannot be
done.

We have heard the ...coun-
sel. It is not in dispute that
the petitioner is not having
the forest clearance at this
stage. Merely because the
application for forest clear-
ance is pending cannot be
treated as having obtained

the forest clearance permit-
ting the petitioner to carry
on the mining activities, it
said.

Before parting with the
present order, we request,
the (Orissa) high court to
decide and dispose of all
such pending matters,
where the order of status
quo is continuing since long
and the mining activities
have been continued under
the order of status quo,
within a period of six
months from today without
fail. With this the present
SLP is dismissed as with-
drawn, it ordered.

It directed the apex
court’s registry to commu-
nicate the order to the chief
justice of the high court
forthwith for necessary ac-
tion.

SC irked over continuation of mining activities 
Without forest
clearance in
Odisha

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

A section of activists and
experts on Monday ques-
tioned the “silence”’ of
Muslim nations on China’s
treatment of minorities and
alleged violation of human
rights there after some of
these countries lodged a
protest with India over the
remarks of two BJP func-
tionaries on Prophet
Mohammad.

The row over the alleged
derogatory remarks against
Prophet Mohammad esca-
lated on Sunday with
protests from countries like
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Qatar and Iran, prompting
the BJP to take action
against its functionaries
and assert that it respects
all religions.

But after the reaction of

the Islamic countries, ques-
tions are being asked in
some quarters on whether
these nations will raise sim-
ilar objections against
China, which has been ac-
cused by many human
rights groups of targeting
Muslims and other minori-
ties. Bejing has been deny-
ing these allegations.

Brahma Chellaney,
Professor Emeritus of
strategic studies at the
Centre for Policy Research
(CPR), said, “Some Muslim
states that have been mute
on China’s assault on Islam,
including incarcerating
over a million Muslims and
confiscating Korans, have
played up the anti-Muslim
remarks of two Indians now
expelled from the ruling
party.

“Is it because they per-

ceive India as a soft state?”
Kasturi Shankar, an ac-

tivist and lawyer, also took
to Twitter echoing similar
sentiments.

“Nations that claim to
stand for the sentiments of
the world’s two billion
Muslims do nothing for
Muslims in Afghanistan,
Syria, China or Burma.

“We can do nothing
against ISIS or China or
Taliban, so let’s pick on a
lone woman in a TV debate
instead,” Shankar said.
Former Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP member Balbir
Punj took to Twitter saying,
“World knows how China
treats its minorities- specifi-
cally Muslims & Tibetan
Buddhists. China violates
all human rights, interna-
tional conventions while
dealing with Islam &

Muslims in Xinjiang. None
in the world even squeaks
about it. Why? Why? (sic)”.

He alleged that the
Congress, the communists
and “jihadis” were celebrat-
ing as their “‘relentless
campaign on manufactured
intolerance against Modi &
India has worked for now”.

“We have to work harder
to expose the real character
of this lot & neutralise them
to save plural India,” he
said.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iran
and Kuwait expressed their
condemnation of the con-
troversial remarks against
the Prophet by former BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma and former Delhi
media head Naveen Kumar
Jindal, and called for “re-
spect for beliefs and reli-
gions.”

Why are Muslim countries silent on China?

TRS Working President
Rama Rao attacks BJP

Hyderabad: Telangana’s
ruling TRS Working
President K T Rama Rao
on Monday attacked BJP
over the allegedly deroga-
tory remarks made by its
former national
spokesperson against
Prophet Muhammad and
the protests from some
Muslim countries.

“PM @narendramodi Ji,
Why should India as a
country apologise to inter-
national community for
the hate speeches of BJP
bigots? It is BJP that
should apologise; not India
as a Nation. Your party
should first apologise to
Indians at home for spew-
ing & spreading hatred
day in day out,” he 
tweeted.

Rama Rao, son of Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, also
referred to BJP MP Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur al-
legedly describing
Nathuram Godse as a pa-
triot earlier.

Plans to go 
abroad for kidney
transplant

�Q In every district

Asks a section of activists amid row over BJP leaders• remarks
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Tower collapse

Dubai: The death toll
in the collapse of a
building in southwest-
ern Iran rose Monday
to at least 41, state
media reported, two
weeks after the disas-
ter struck. Ehsun
Abbaspour, the gover-
nor of the city of
Abadan, gave the fig-
ure based on an offi-
cial report, state televi-
sion said. The May 23
collapse at the
Metropol Building
some 660 kilometers
(410 miles) southwest
of the capital, Tehran,
has dredged up painful
memories of past na-
tional disasters and
shined a spotlight on
shoddy construction
practices, government
corruption and negli-
gence in Iran.

Money stolen
Johannesburg: South
African President
Cyril Ramaphosa has
emphatically denied
that he stole any
money from state cof-
fers. Closing the
provincial conference
of the African
National Congress in
Limpopo, Ramaphosa
spoke out for the first
time about criminal
charges laid against
him by former State
Security Agency direc-
tor general Arthur
Fraser. I acknowledge
that there is much
public interest and
concern about claims
that have been made
in a criminal com-
plaint against me,
Ramaphosa said, re-
ferring to the allega-
tions which have been
dominating newspa-
per headlines for the
past few days. Fraser
alleged in an affidavit
that Ramaphosa had
concealed a theft of
USD 4 million from the
farm property where
the president buys and
sells prized rare cattle.
Fraser claimed that
the money was stolen
from the farm by one
of Ramaphosa’s em-
ployees colluding with
several Namibian citi-
zens, who subsequent-
ly illegally exchanged
the money for South
African rands.

Gambling loss
Johannesburg: A
South African Indian-
origin gambling addict
has lost a court bid to
force world-renowned
casino venue Sun City
to repay over five mil-
lion rands that he lost
while gambling there.
In the unusual case
lodged at the South
Gauteng High Court
here, local business-
man Suhail Essack, a
Gauteng business-
man, claimed that Sun
City had erred by al-
lowing him back to the
gaming tables when he
had been placed on
their banned list in
terms of legislation re-
lated to compulsive
gambling.

Wheat prices 
United Nations: The
price of wheat has
jumped in the interna-
tional markets after
India announced a ban
on the export of the
staple cereal and due
to the reduced produc-
tion prospects in
Ukraine following the
Russian invasion, the
UN food agency has
said. The Food and
Agriculture
Organisation (FAO)
Price Index averaged
157.4 points in May
2022, down 0.6 per cent
from April. The index,
which tracks monthly
changes in the inter-
national prices of a
basket of commonly-
traded food commodi-
ties, however, re-
mained 22.8 per cent
higher than in May
2021.

Kyiv, Jun 06: 

The British govern-
ment said Monday that
the multiple-launch rock-
et systems it is offering to
Ukraine will bring a sig-
nificant boost in capabili-
ty for the country’s ef-
forts to resist Russia’s in-
vasion. If the interna-
tional community contin-
ues its support, I believe
Ukraine can win its war
against Russia, British
Defense Secretary Ben
Wallace said in a state-
ment. The statement
came after comments
Sunday by Russian
President Vladimir
Putin, who warned the
West against sending
longer-range rocket sys-
tems to Ukraine. The
British government de-
scribed the M270 weapon
system as a cutting edge

military asset which can
strike targets up to 80
kilometers (50 miles)
away with pinpoint accu-
racy. The United
Kingdom pledged last
week to send the
weapons. It gave no de-
tails about delivery dates.

The U.S. last week an-
nounced plans to deliver
USD 700 million of secu-
rity assistance for

Ukraine, including four
precision-guided, medi-
um-range rocket systems,
as well as helicopters,
Javelin anti-tank sys-
tems, radars, tactical ve-
hicles and more.
Washington and London
hope the deliveries will
help Ukraine turn the
tide of the war in its east-
ern Donbas region which
Russia appears minded to
capture entirely.

They are unlikely to
have an immediate im-
pact, however. The
Pentagon said last week
that it will take at least
three weeks to get the U.S.
weapons onto the battle-
field. Russia-backed sepa-
ratists have fought the
Ukrainian government
since 2014 in the Donbas.
The U.S. has stopped
short of offering Ukraine
longer-range weapons

that could fire deep into
Russia and could inflame
tensions with Moscow.

Russia’s own use of
missiles in Ukraine,
meanwhile, continued to
pummel targets, with the
Russian military claim-
ing Monday it had struck
a Ukrainian factory that
was repairing armor.
Russian warplanes fired
long-range missiles to de-
stroy a plant on the edge
of the town of Lozova in
the northeastern
Kharkiv region that was
repairing armored vehi-
cles, Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Maj.
Gen. Igor Konashenkov
said. Russian aircraft hit
73 areas of concentration
of Ukrainian troops and
equipment, while the
Russian artillery struck
431 military targets,
Konashenkov said.

UK boosts Ukraine support with
high-tech missile system Doha, Jun 06: 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Monday met the Speaker of
Qatar’s Consultative
Assembly and called for
deepening engagement be-
tween Indian and Qatari
legislatures and promoting
parliamentary exchanges
between the two countries.
Naidu arrived here on
Saturday on the last leg of
his three-nation tour from
May 30 to June 7. “The
Speaker of Qatar Shura
Council Hassan bin
Abdulla Al Ghanim called
on the Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu in Doha,”
the Ministry of External
Affairs tweeted. During
their interaction, Naidu,
who is also the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, called for
deepening engagement be-
tween Indian and Qatari
legislatures and promoting
parliamentary exchanges
between the two countries,
it said. Naidu also visited

Qatar National Museum in
Doha. He also interacted
with the members of the
Indian business communi-
ty in Doha. Naidu on
Sunday met Qatar’s Prime
Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khalid bin

Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al
Thani here and the two
leaders reviewed the grow-
ing bilateral ties between
the two countries in areas
like trade, investment, eco-
nomic and security cooper-
ation.

Vice President Naidu calls for promoting 
parliamentary exchanges between India and Qatar

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu with Speaker of Qatar
Shura Council Hassan bin Abdulla Al Ghanim, during a
meeting, in Doha, Qatar.

Singapore, Jun 06:  

Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on
Monday appointed finance
minister Lawrence Wong as
the Deputy Prime Minister
from June 13, paving the way
for the next generation
leader from his party to lead
the country. The announce-
ment comes two months after
Lawrence, 49, was endorsed
by his peers as the leader of
the ruling People’s Action
Party’s (PAP) fourth-genera-
tion team to succeed the 70-
year-old Lee.

The Cabinet reshuffle posi-
tions him as a next-genera-
tion leader and a Prime
Ministerial candidate to lead
the city-state, focused on
global businesses. “I look for-
ward to walking this journey
with all of you, and working
with everyone to steer
Singapore through the many
challenges we are facing

today, and to chart our new
way forward together for a
better tomorrow,” Lawrence
said in a tweet.

“I will do my best and give
every ounce of my strength
to serve Singapore and
Singaporeans. In turn, I seek
your support, as I take on my
latest appointment as DPM,
and take another step for-
ward in embracing my new
responsibilities. (Ministry of
Communications and
Information),” he said.

Lawrence will continue as
the Minister for Finance, and
assume responsibility for the
Strategy Group within the
Prime Minister’s Office, tak-
ing over this role from the
Deputy Prime Minister
(DPM) Heng Swee Keat who
had stepped aside as leader of
the 4G team last April, citing
his age as the reason. The
Strategy Group oversees key
priorities and issues facing
Singapore over the medium
to long terms, such as popula-
tion and climate change.
Lawrence will be the Acting
Prime Minister in the ab-
sence of premier Lee. Heng,
61, will remain as the Deputy
Prime Minister and
Coordinating Minister for
Economic Policies, oversee-
ing the Future Economy
Council as well as assisting
Prime Minister Lee in over-
seeing the National Research
Foundation and Productivity
Fund Administration Board.

PM Lee promotes finance minister to be
Singapore•s deputy PM from June 13

Jakarta, Jun 06: 

Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on
Monday looked to move be-
yond regional issues that
have been a key part of his
trips abroad by promoting
the importance of building
stronger economic ties with
neighboring Indonesia. The
visit was only Albanese’s sec-
ond overseas trip since his in-
auguration two weeks ago
and underscores the impor-
tance that Australia places
on its sometimes fractious re-
lationship with Indonesia, its
closest major neighbor.
Albanese talked about the
importance of expanding the
two countries’ trade and in-
vestment relationship, high-
lighting their ambition to
better utilize the Indonesia-
Australia Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

Agreement. They also dis-
cussed Australia’s proposed
200 million climate and infra-
structure fund with
Indonesia. After meeting
with Widodo, Albanese said
in a joint news conference
that Indonesia is on track to
be one of the world’s five
largest economies.

Realizing our investment
relationship is a priority for
my government,” Albanese
said, and it’s why we plan to
work with Indonesia to real-

ize the potential of the
Indonesia Australia
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement. He
also offered Australian assis-
tance to help with the design
and construction of
Indonesia’s capital which is
being relocated from Jakarta
to the island of Borneo and
pledged to deliver an addi-
tional 470 million within four
years to support bilateral and
regional development assis-
tance pr ograms in Southeast
Asia. But he did not bring up
the thorny issue in which
his Indonesian counterpart
President Joko Widodo at a
virtual meeting with leaders
of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
last October expressed con-
cern after Australia, the
United Kingdom and the
United States announced a
trilateral security agree-

ment, dubbed AUKUS,
under which Australia
would acquire nuclear-pow-
ered submarines. Widodo
said the deal could spark an
arms race. Some ASEAN na-
tions fear the pact could es-
calate tensions in hot spots
such as the South China Sea.
The U.S. nuclear submarine
deal with Australia and the
U.K. has also angered China,
which claims most of the
disputed South China Sea
and warned the pact would
threaten regional stability.
Quad group countries
Australia, Japan, the U.S.,
and India said in March that
they opposed any unilateral
use of force to change the
status quo in their region as
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine brought renewed
concerns over China’s as-
sertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific.

Australian leader•s visit affirms
deeper ties to Indonesia

Seoul, Jun 06: 

The U.S. and South
Korean militaries launched
eight ballistic missiles into
the sea Monday in a show of
force matching a North
Korean missile display a day
earlier that extended a
provocative streak in
weapons demonstrations.
The allies’ live-fire exercise
involved eight Army
Tactical Missile System mis-
siles one American and
seven South Korean that
were fired into South
Korea’s eastern waters
across 10 minutes following
notifications for air and
maritime safety, according

to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff and U.S. Forces
Korea. The tit-for-tat missile
launches were aimed at
demonstrating the ability to
respond swiftly and accu-
rately to North Korean at-
tacks, the South Korean mil-
itary said. The South’s mili-
tary on Sunday detected
North Korea firing eight
short-range missiles over 35
minutes from at least four
different locations, includ-
ing from western and east-
ern coastal areas and two in-
land areas north of and near
the capital, Pyongyang, in
what appeared to be a single-
day record for the country’s
ballistic launches.

It was North Korea’s 18th
round of missile tests in 2022
alone a streak that included
the country’s first launches
of intercontinental ballistic
missiles in nearly five years.
South Korean and U.S. offi-
cials also say North Korea is
preparing to conduct its first
nuclear test since September
2017 as leader Kim Jong Un
pushes a brinkmanship
aimed at cementing the
North’s status as a nuclear
power and negotiating eco-
nomic and security conces-
sions from a position of
strength. U.S. and South
Korean forces conducted a
similar live-fire exercise fol-
lowing North Korea’s previ-

ous ballistic launches on
May 25, which South Korea’s
military said involved an
ICBM flown on medium-
range trajectory and two
short-range weapons. Those
tests came as Biden wrapped
up his trip to South Korea
and Japan, where he reaf-
firmed the U.S. commitment
to defend both allies. South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol during a speech mark-
ing the country’s Memorial
Day on Monday said his gov-
ernment would pursue fun-
damental and practical secu-
rity capabilities to counter
North Korea’s growing nu-
clear weapons and missile
threat.

US, S. Korea fire missiles to sea,
matching North•s launches

London, Jun 06:  

UK’s embattled Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
will face a vote of confi-
dence in his leadership of
the Conservative Party on
Monday, the chair of the
party’s backbench com-
mittee announced, days
after more details of the
partygate scandal at
Downing Street emerged.
Sir Graham Brady, who is
in-charge of collating the
letters of no-confidence re-
ceived by the 1922
Committee, said the
threshold of 15 per cent of
the Tory parliamentary
party, or 54 MPs, seeking
such a vote has been met
and it will take place on
Monday evening in the
House of Commons. The
vote follows weeks of dis-
quiet within the ruling
Conservative Party, with
several members of

Parliament and former
ministers voicing their
concerns over the party-
gate scandal of illegal
gatherings at Downing
Street during the COVID-
19 lockdowns, which they
feel has damaged the
party’s credibility in the
eyes of the voters. “The
threshold of 15 per cent of
the parliamentary party
seeking a vote of confi-
dence in the leader of the
Conservative Party has

been exceeded, Graham
Brady said in a statement.
“In accordance with the
rules, a ballot will be held
between 18:00 and 20:00
(local time) today Monday
6th June details to be con-
firmed. The votes will be
counted immediately af-
terwards. An announce-
ment will be made at a
time to be advised.
Arrangements for the an-
nouncement will be re-
leased later today,” he
said. According to ana-
lysts, Johnson, 57, looks
likely to win such a vote
but it will deliver a blow to
his leadership.

The rebel MPs need to
muster 180 votes to oust
him as party leader and
Prime Minister and it is
widely believed they may
have pushed this vote of
confidence too soon and
without building up a
strong appetite for a new

party leader.
Under the current

Conservative Party rules,
if Johnson wins, it would
rule out another similar
no-confidence vote for at
least 12 months. Downing
Street released a short
statement following
Brady’s announcement to
say that the vote would
help the government
move on to more pressing
matters. “Tonight is a
chance to end months of
speculation and allow the
government to draw a line
and move on, delivering
on the people’s priorities,”
the statement read. “The
PM welcomes the opportu-
nity to make his case to
MPs and will remind
them that when they’re
united and focused on the
issues that matter to vot-
ers there is no more formi-
dable political force,” it
said.

UK PM Boris Johnson to face no-confidence
vote over partygate scandal

Kyiv, Jun 06:  

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s new warning to the
West against sending longer-
range rocket systems to
Ukraine came as his forces
claimed to have destroyed
Western military supplies in
their first such airstrikes on
Ukraine’s capital in more than
a month.

The attack showed that
Russia still had the capability
and willingness to hit at
Ukraine’s heart, despite refo-
cusing its efforts to capture ter-
ritory in the east. Putin’s com-
ments, in a TV interview that
aired Sunday, came days after
the U.S. announced plans to de-
liver 700 million of security as-

sistance for Ukraine, including
four precision-guided, medi-
um-range rocket systems, as

well as helicopters, Javelin
anti-tank systems, radars, tac-
tical vehicles and more.

Putin warns West against sending
arms; Kyiv hit by missiles

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Russian Human
Rights ombudsman Tatyana Moskalkova during their
meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Monday, June
6, 2022. 

A s spring phases into summer in
North America, with trees flower-

ing and birds migrating, nature seems
abundant. In fact, however, the Earth is
losing animals, birds, reptiles and other
living things so fast that some scientists
believe the planet is entering the sixth
mass extinction in its history. This fall,
the United Nations will convene govern-
ments from around the world in
Kunming, China, to establish new goals
for protecting Earth's ecosystems and
their biodiversity the variety of life at all
levels, from genes to ecosystems.

Some people, cultures and nations
believe biodiversity is worth conserving
because ecosystems provide many serv-
ices that support human prosperity,
health and well-being. Others assert
that all living things have a right to exist,
regardless of their usefulness to hu-
mans. Today, there's also growing un-
derstanding that nature enriches our
lives by providing opportunities for us to
connect with each other and the places
we care about. As a conservation biolo-
gist, I've been part of the effort to value
biodiversity for years. Here's how think-
ing in this field has evolved, and why I've
come to believe that there are many
equally valid reasons for protecting na-
ture.

DDeeffeennddiinngg  eevveerryy  ssppeecciieess
Conservation biology is a scientific

field with a mission: protecting and
restoring biodiversity around the world.
It came of age in the 1980s, as humans'
impact on the Earth was becoming
alarmingly clear. In a 1985 essay,
Michael Soul , one of the field's

founders, described what he saw as the
core principles of conservation biology.
Soul argued that biological diversity is
inherently good and should be con-
served because it has intrinsic value. He
also proposed that conservation biolo-
gists should act to save biodiversity
even if sound science isn't available to
inform decisions. To critics, Soul 's prin-
ciples sounded more like environmental
activism than science. What's more, not
everyone agreed then or now that biodi-
versity is inherently good. After all, wild
animals can destroy crops and endanger
human lives. Contact with nature can
lead to disease. And some conservation
initiatives have displaced people from
their land or prevented development
that might otherwise improve people's
lives.

VVaalluuiinngg  nnaattuurree''ss  sseerrvviicceess
Soule's essay spurred many re-

searchers to push for a more science-
driven approach to conservation. They
sought to directly quantify the value of
ecosystems and the roles species played
in them. Some scholars focused on cal-
culating the value of ecosystems to hu-
mans. They reached a preliminary con-
clusion that the total economic value of
the world's ecosystems was worth an
average US 33 trillion per year in 1997
dollars. At the time, this was nearly
twice the global value of the entire
world's financial markets.

This estimate included services such
as predators controlling pests that
would otherwise ruin crops; pollinators
helping to produce fruits and vegeta-
bles; wetlands, mangroves and other
natural systems buffering coasts against
storms and flooding; oceans providing
fish for food; and forests providing lum-
ber and other building materials.
Researchers have refined their esti-
mates of what these benefits are worth,
but their central conclusion remains the
same: Nature has shockingly high eco-
nomic value that existing financial mar-
kets don't account for.

A second group began to quantify the
non-monetary value of nature for
human health, happiness and well-
being. Studies typically had people take

part in outdoor activities, such as
strolling through a green space, hiking in
the woods or canoeing on a lake. Later,
they measured the subjects' physical or
emotional health. This research found
that spending time in nature tended to
reduce blood pressure, lower hormones
related to stress and anxiety, decrease
the probability of depression and im-
prove cognitive function and certain im-
mune functions. People exposed to na-
ture fared better than others who took
part in similar activities in non-natural
settings, such as walking through a city.

LLoossiinngg  ssppeecciieess  wweeaakkeennss  eeccoossyysstteemmss
A third line of research asked a differ-

ent question: When ecosystems lose
species, can they still function and pro-
vide services? This work was driven
mainly by experiments where re-
searchers directly manipulated the di-
versity of different types of organisms in
settings ranging from laboratory cul-
tures to greenhouses, plots in fields,
forests and coastal areas. By 2010, sci-
entists had published more than 600 ex-
periments, manipulating over 500
groups of organisms in freshwater, ma-
rine and land ecosystems. In a 2012 re-
view of these experiments, colleagues
and I found unequivocal evidence that
when ecosystems lose biodiversity, they
become less efficient, less productive
and less stable. And they are less able to
deliver many of the services that under-
lie human well-being.

For example, we found strong evi-
dence that loss of genetic diversity re-
duced crop yields, and loss of tree diver-
sity reduced the amount of wood that
forests produced. We also found evi-
dence that oceans with fewer fish
species produced less-reliable catches,
and that ecosystems with lower plant di-
versity were more prone to invasive
pests and diseases. We also showed that
it was possible to develop robust mathe-
matical models that could predict rea-
sonably well how biodiversity loss would
affect certain types of valuable services
from ecosystems.

MMaannyy  mmoottiivveess  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiinngg  nnaattuurree
For years, I believed that this work

had established the value of ecosys-

tems and quantified how biodiversity
provided ecosystem services. But I've
come to realize that other arguments
for protecting nature are just as valid,
and often more convincing for many
people. I have worked with many peo-
ple who donate money or land to sup-
port conservation. But I've never heard
anyone say they were doing it because
of the economic value of biodiversity or
its role in sustaining ecosystem servic-
es.

Instead, they've shared stories about
how they grew up fishing with their fa-
ther, held family gatherings at a cabin
or canoed with someone who was im-
portant to them. They wanted to pass
on those experiences to their children
and grandchildren to preserve familial
relationships. Researchers increasingly
recognize that such relational values
connections to communities and to spe-
cific places are one of the most com-
mon reasons why people choose to con-
serve nature. I also know many people
who hold deep religious beliefs and are
rarely swayed by scientific arguments
for conservation. But when Pope
Francis published his 2015 encyclical
Laudato si': On Care for Our Common
Home and said God's followers had a
moral responsibility to care for his cre-
ation, my religious relatives, friends and
colleagues suddenly wanted to know
about biodiversity loss and what they
might do about it.

Surveys show that 85% of the
world's population identifies with a
major religion. Leaders of every major
religion have published declarations
similar to Pope Francis' encyclical, call-
ing on their followers to be better stew-
ards of Earth. Undoubtedly, a large por-
tion of humanity assigns moral value to
nature. Research clearly shows that na-
ture provides humanity with enormous
value. But some people simply believe
that other species have a right to exist,
or that their religion tells them to be
good stewards of Earth. As I see it, em-
bracing these diverse perspectives is
the best way to get global buy-in for
conserving Earth's ecosystems and liv-
ing creatures for the good of all. 
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Radical treatment
When no general treatment

works, we usually go for radical
treatment. This is exactly what
now Yogi Adityanath, CM of Uttar
Pradesh, did and is doing in his
state to counter the extreme an-
archy which prevailed during
BSP and SP regimes. The results
are that there is very much for all
to see. Proving every speculation
made by the political gurus
wrong including modern-day
'Chanakya' Prasanta Kishore.
Yogiji simply outsmarted all by
winning the UP Assembly elec-
tion for the second time which is
unique and exemplary. A similar
situation of UP was and is pre-
vailing in our state where the ji-
hadis and some hardcore crimi-
nals belonging to a particular re-
ligious linguistic minority com-
munity are running a reign of ter-
ror as evidenced by the recent
Batadrawa incident. Enough is
enough. The sons and daughters
of the soil strongly urge our Chief
Minister known for his love for
the state and the nation to go for
the radical treatment as Yogiji
did so in UP despite hostile
media, leftists brigade, super
secularists, oppositions with
doubtful loyalty to the nation. I
very earnestly urge our CM to ig-
nore these quislings so that we
can sleep peacefully. 

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,    vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Arya samaj has no
authority to issue

marriage certificate
While disposing off the stay

order issued regarding the is-
suance of marriage certificate
the supreme court had delivered
judgement that Arya samaj has
no authority to issue marriage
certificate.First we have to take
into consideration the decision of
Madhya Pradesh High court.
Gwalior HC remarked that "Arya
Samaj institutions have become
shops and "No right to issue mar-
riage certificate" Arya samaj in-
stitution said that marriage is
done with seven rounds of fire
and the comments of HC are
scathing. The High Court said
that the Arya Samaj Institutions
are not following the instructions
laid down by the court during the
marriages. The court said that
the environment of the society is
deteriorating due to non-compli-
ance with the rules. Along with
this, the court has also raised
questions on the certificate of
marriages taking place in Arya
Samaj institutions. The court said
that only the authorized officer
has the right to issue the mar-
riage certificate. The Gwalior
High Court made this comment
during the debate on a petition.
The certificate issued by the tem-
ple is a mere acknowledgement
of the fact that the two individu-
als were wedded in the presence
of authorised persons of the peti-
tioner and does not, at all, intend
to be recognised as a certificate
under the SMA, the counsel said.
The decision of the apex court
shall prove a milestone for future
for the couples who get married
at Arya samaj and get the mar-
riage certificate. Now the
supreme court had delivered
judgement that Arya samaj can
not issue marriage certificate.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR�

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaannaa  DDaagggguubbaattii
@@RRaannaaDDaagggguubbaattii

Just went mad watching the
Greatest  @ikamal haasan@
Vijay SethuOffl and #Fahad
were a treat to watch!!
@Dir_Lokesh what a world
of crime you•ve build man
@Suriya_offl pure whistle 

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa
According to Arvind Kejriwal•s close
aide, transferring someone to Tribal
Affairs department is punishment.
AAP fancies itself as a political alter-
native in Gujarat, which has almost
15% Tribals and 27 reserved seats.
BTP should clarify if they agree with
AAP•s view on Tribals?

MMoohhaammmmeedd  AAzzhhaarruuddddiinn@@aazzhhaarrfflliicckkss
Extremely disturbing news of a
minor being raped in hyderabad.
We need to protect our women
and children. The govt. must take
quick and strict action.

bbhhuummii  ppeeddnneekkaarr
@@bbhhuummiippeeddnneekkaarr

Change begins with you.
Every small step, every con-
scious decision, every sus-
tainable choice makes a big
difference to our home, to
our planet. 

NNiikkhhiill  SSrriivvaassttaavvaa  @@ssnniikkhhiill__ssoocciiaall

Some really insightful discussions are happening right now. Truly a futurist approach by @UPGovt.
#COP2022UP

AAjjaayy  KKuummaarr@@AAjjaayyKKuumm00550022
Just finished #SamratPrithviraj. This
movie has every element for enter-
tainment but its potential is being
ruined by unnecessary hatred. Dear
@akshaykumar sir, don't think of col-
lection, you have done fabulous work.
Whatever be the result, was and will
always be your proud fan.

U ttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath has set a
target to make the state a $1 trillion economy. Some

economists and analysts consider this target to be huge,
but his calculus remains optimistic. According to
Adityanath’s calculus, the growth rate required for the
state’s economy to reach $1 trillion by 2027 is very high. The
size of the state’s economy in 2022 was around $274.3 bil-
lion. If the target of $1 trillion is to be achieved in five
years, UP will have to move ahead with a growth rate of
around 31%. At present, the percentage of agriculture sec-
tor in the state’s GSDP is 23, manufacturing is 27 and the
service sector is 50. To achieve the target, the manufactur-
ing sector would have to grow at 38-40% and increase out-
put by almost five times so that its share could reach Rs 27.6
trillion as against the current Rs 5.6 trillion. The agricul-
ture sector will have to increase the output by about two
and a half times from Rs 4.7 trillion to Rs 11.8 trillion. The
service sector will also have to increase its output by four
times from Rs 10.3 trillion to Rs 40 trillion. In the target of
Rs 1 trillion, certain dimensions need serious considera-
tion. First, UP has the largest market volume inside the
country in which there is variety in demand. The state has
the highest labour potential. Hence, the north holds the
highest demand and supply potential in terms of goods and
labour. It signifies new dynamics in the economy which
will help in bringing about cumulative quantitative growth
in the economy. Second, UP has the largest human re-
source. It can be said that it is becoming an emerging state
in terms of middle class as well as skilled youth. This
means that in terms of demographic potential, UP is the
state with the maximum potential as compared to others.
Third, UP has maximum potential in terms of knowledge
capital. Fourth, UP is a very prosperous state in terms of
Dharmik/Sanatan capital. It can be helpful in growth with
value addition in ease of living and happiness due to the
‘good luck’ motif, which will increase the prospects for
qualitative growth along with accelerating economic
growth. Fifth, UP not only has the potential to take ‘Make
in UP’ forward on the lines of ‘Make in India’ but is also en-
dowed with immense capabilities of ‘Make for India’. The
‘One District, One Product’ (ODOP) initiative comprising
micro, small and medium Enterprises (MSMEs) can be
seen as a good example. Sixth, the state’s connectivity,
infra, law and order and business friendly environment
will create new capabilities for quantitative and qualitative
growth in the economy. Seventh, UP’s export potential com-
petitor-the balance between availability of skilled labour
and productivity at low input cost creates favorable
prospects. Despite the global pandemic, the state in the last
five years ensured ease of doing business, investment (capi-
tal inflow), manufacturing and exports, unprecedented
progress in employment, production and procurement in
agriculture and allied sectors, infrastructure and connec-
tivity and tourism (especially religious-cultural) as well as
gross state domestic product (GSDP). In this sequence, the
third ground breaking ceremony (GBC-3), to mark the be-
ginning of commercial operations of about 1,400 industrial
projects representing Rs 80,000 crore investment, can prove
to be another milestone towards achieving the goal of $1
trillion economy, points out economic expert Rahees Singh.

How UP can become 
a $1 trillion economy

R esort politics is back in Rajasthan and Haryana where
the Congress now has to fix its maths and keep its flock

together for the approaching Rajya Sabha polls. It shifted its
MLAs in Rajasthan to the same Udaipur resort that hosted
the party's 'chintan shivir' last month, and herded those in
Haryana to party-ruled Chhattisgarh to protect them from
poaching. The BJP, on the other hand, is leaving no stone
unturned to consolidate its position in the Upper House of
Parliament by banking on independents for four additional
seats. In a first, the BJP has also appointed Union ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar and Gajendra Singh Shekhawat as
its in-charge for the polls in Rajasthan and Haryana respec-
tively. The party also appointed Union ministers Ashwini
Vaishnaw and G Kishan Reddy as in-charge for the Rajya
Sabha elections in Maharashtra and Karnataka, two other
states headed for a contest with more candidates in the race
than the number of seats. The BJP is also trying to capi-
talise on the infighting within the Congress in as many
states in the June 10 biennial election. The entry of two in-
dependents - media barons Subhash Chandra in Rajasthan
and Kartikeya Sharma in Haryana - has pepped up the
Rajya Sabha polls and made the contest interesting and
somewhat difficult for the Congress. The elections are being
held to fill 57 Rajya Sabha seats from 15 states that will be
falling vacant due to the retirement of members on differ-
ent dates between June and August. In Rajasthan and
Karnataka, Rajya Sabha elections will be held for four seats,
in Maharashtra for six seats and in Haryana for two. For the
BJP, which crossed the 100-seat mark in the Upper House in
the last round of elections earlier this year, these polls rep-
resent an opportunity to gain a firmer hand on its central
legislative agenda. The focus will be on four seats spread
across Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Karnataka. In
the first three, the BJP has thrown down the gauntlet to the
Opposition by fielding additional candidates, while the
Congress, the BJP and the Janata Dal (Secular) are locked in
a three-way fight for the fourth seat on offer. For the
Opposition, the stakes are higher — with its diminished
presence in the Lower House where the government has a
brute majority, it is in the Council of the States that non-BJP
parties can wield legislative influence. Hanging in the bal-
ance are the fate of the Congress’s Ajay Maken whose battle
to secure his seat ahead of BJP-supported independent can-
didate, Kartikeya Sharma, rests on razor’s edge in Haryana,
and Pramod Tiwari, who faces a difficult battle against BJP-
backed independent candidate, Subhash Chandra, in
Rajasthan. In Maharashtra, too, the BJP’s third candidate,
Dhananjay Mahadik, will test the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi’s cohesion and floor management as every last vote
will need to be corralled by the three partners to ensure that
the Shiv Sena’s second candidate, Sanjay Pawar, wins. After
a string of recent electoral reverses, the Congress and its al-
lies will be keen to avoid any embarrassment.

RS polls: Resort politics back 
to prevent poaching
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Activists shout pro-Khalistani slogans after offering prayers on the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Operation Blue
Star at Golden temple in Amritsar, Monday. Operation Blue Star was carried out by the Indian Army in June 1984 to flush
out militants hiding in the Golden Temple complex in Amritsar.

Should we protect nature for its own sake? 

SShhaahh  RRuukkhh  KKhhaann@@iiaammssrrkk
It•s a special RC project that has seen
its wait because of inevitable issues
surrounding us.But a few good men
worked hard & made it happen. Want
to thank @_GauravVerma the Co-
Producer, @Atlee_dir and their
Jawans for making this dream come
to life. Nowƒ Good to go Chiefƒ!

OPERATION BLUE STAR ANNIVERSARY

BRADLEY J. CARDINALE
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BRIEF

Bilateral relationship

Prague: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met the
Indian community
members here and
shared with them de-
velopments at home
and the state of the bi-
lateral relationship.
Jaishankar is here on
the last leg of his two-
nation tour to
Slovakia and the
Czech Republic to im-
part further momen-
tum in ties with the
two central European
countries. “Delighted
to meet the Indian
community in Prague.
Good to see many of
them doing so well.
The expansion of the
community has also
been encouraging.

IMMA award
New Delhi: Indian
Mine Managers’
Association has given
the lifetime achieve-
ment award to
Prabhat Kumar
Sinha, senior advisor
with NTPC. The
award was conferred
on Sinha during a two-
day ‘International
Conference on
Sustainable Mining
Options: The Way
Ahead’ organised in
Nagpur on June 3 and
4, Indian Mine
Managers’
Association (IMMA)
said in a statement.
The conference was
inaugurated by road
transport and high-
ways minister Nitin
Gadkari. After serv-
ing four years as CMD
of Coal India arm
Northern Coalfields
Ltd (NCL), Sinha su-
perannuated in
December last year.
He also held the addi-
tional charge of CMD
of Coal India’s anoth-
er arm Mahanadi
Coalfields Ltd (MCL)
for over one year.

Commercial dairy 

Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
will set up a number
of small commercial
dairy farms in the
state and focus on in-
volving women in the
business. Animal hus-
bandry and dairy de-
velopment minister
Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal on Monday
held a review meeting
with the officials of
the dairy development
department and di-
rected them to carry
out a special cam-
paign to motivate
women to set up 
small commercial
dairy farms.

Revenue deficit 
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry on
Monday released the
third monthly instal-
ment of revenue
deficit grant of Rs
7,183 crore to 14 states.
The Fifteenth Finance
Commission has rec-
ommended a total
Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit Grant
of Rs 86,201 crore to 14
states for the financial
year 2022-23. This is to
be released in 12
equated monthly in-
stalments.

E-SERVICES LAUNCH

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann during a meeting with the officials of Department of Revenue
regarding the launch of e-services. 00000

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066::

India has sufficient stocks of
urea to meet crop nutrient
requirements during the
kharif as well as rabi seasons
and there is no need for
imports till December,
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said on Monday. The minister
said the prices of fertilisers
have dropped in the interna-
tional market and hoped that
rates would further decline in
the next six months.  •There is
adequate availability of urea
in the country. 

We have urea stocks to
meet domestic requirements
till December. We do not need
to import till December,Ž
Mandaviya told reporters. The
minister said the government
has already imported 16 lakh
tonnes of urea, which will be

shipped in the next 45 days. In
the case of Di-Ammonium
Phosphate (DAP), Mandaviya
said the domestic production
along with the long term
import arrangements would
be sufficient to meet the local
demand till December. 

The minister asserted that
the government has decided
to protect farmers• interest
and has increased subsidy to
ensure availability of fertilis-
ers at reasonable rates. The

kharif (summer sown) season
has already started while the
sowing of rabi crops begins in
October. According to a senior
fertiliser ministry official, the
state governments currently
have stocks of 70 lakh tonnes
of urea, while 16 lakh tonnes
of urea is being imported and
175 lakh tonnes of urea will be
produced till December.
Moreover, the official said
that 6 lakh tonnes of urea will
be available from two new
plants at Barauni and Sindri,
which will be operational in
October and another 20 lakh
tonnes of conventional urea
consumption will be replaced
by liquid nano urea.  

The total availability of urea
is estimated at 287 lakh
tonnes during June and
December, while the demand
is seen at 210 lakh tonnes, the
official said. 

Adequate urea stocks
in country: Mandaviya

No need to import till December

New Delhi, Jun 06: 

Kia India, one of the
fastest-growing carmakers
in the country, announced
the price of EV6 for India
starting Rs. 59.95 Lakhs. It
also stated that Kia India’s
parent company, Kia
Corporation will be
launching 14 BEVs by 2027
across global markets in a
big step towards increas-
ing focus on sustainable
mobility globally. Kia India
is evaluating other EVs for
the Indian market and con-
firmed its plans of develop-
ing an India-centric EV in
RV body type to be
launched by 2025.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Tae-Jin Park,
Managing Director and
CEO, Kia India, said, “The
diverse customer base of
India inspires us, and our
strategy is to be in sync
with their aspirations, and
our efforts are targeted to-

wards fulfilling the evolved
customers’ needs. Now, we
are ready for the next
phase of our India journey
with our investment in
R&D, manufacturing, and
development of EV infra-
structure in India. We will

offer futuristic and sustain-
able BEVs developed
ground up to offer match-
less in-cabin experience,
long-range to reduce range
anxiety, and the same thrill
of driving as our other
products. Our EV an-

nouncement for the coun-
try which includes an
India-centric BEV in RV
body type to be launched in
2025 is a testament to our
commitment towards India
and our new-age Indian
customers by providing
them with a sheer electric
performance in the future.
The aggressive push from
the Indian government to-
wards a sustainable future
of the country supports
our move to electric vehi-
cles, an industry which is
still at the nascent stage in
the country.” He further
added, “We are extremely
proud to foray into the
Electric Vehicle segment in
India with our global best,
the Kia EV6, and am confi-
dent that it will be a
gamechanger as our other
products. I am confident
that the EV6 will make
electric mobility fun and
offer a joyful driving expe-
rience to our customers.

Kia goes electric with the launch of EV6 in India 

Standing (from Left to Right) - Mr Tae-Jin-Park, MD &
CEO, Kia India, Myungsik Sohn, Chief Sales Officer, Kia
India and Head of Sales and Marketing, Kia India at the
launch of  EV6.

Mumbai, Jun 06: 

The RBI’s rate-setting
panel MPC on Monday
began its three-day delib-
eration amid expectations
of another round of hike
in benchmark interest
rates to contain inflation
that continues to remain
above the central bank’s
upper tolerance level.

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das will an-
nounce the decision of the
Monetary Policy
Committee after delibera-
tions on Wednesday. Das
has already indicated that
there may another hike in
the repo rate, though he re-
frained from quantifying
it. There are speculations
that the central bank may
go for at least 35 basis
points (bps) hike over and
above the 40 bps hike ef-
fected last month after an

off-cycle MPC meeting.
Market experts are esti-
mating a bigger hike in in-
terest rate as consumer
price index (CPI) based re-
tail inflation, which the
Reserve Bank of India fac-
tors in while arriving at its
monetary policy, galloped
for a seventh straight
month to touch an 8-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April.

Inflation is rising main-
ly on account of surging
commodity prices, includ-
ing fuel. The ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war has
further pushed up com-
modity prices across the

globe. The wholesale price-
based inflation has re-
mained in double digits for
13 months and touched a
record high of 15.08 per
cent in April. Stressing
that a “back-to-back rate
hike is imminent in June
policy”, SBI’s Economic
Research Department in a
report said during 2022 so
far, more than 45 central
banks across AEs and
EMEs have raised policy
interest rates and/or
scaled back liquidity, with
many central banks hiked
interest rates in back-to-
back policies.

On expectations from
the MPC Shanti
Ekambaram, Group
President, Consumer
Banking, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, said the MPC has
signalled a gradual with-
drawal of accommodation
in light of higher inflation.

RBI•s MPC starts 3-day deliberations
amid speculation of rate hike

New Delhi, Jun 06: 

The country’s largest
iron ore miner NMDC has
made a sharp reduction of
Rs 1,100 per tonne in the
price of lump ore and Rs
1,000 in case of fines. The
prices are effective from
June 5, 2022, the company
which is also the largest
seller of the mineral said
in a regulatory filing on
Monday. Iron ore is one of
the key raw materials used
in the manufacturing of
steel, and any movement
in the prices of the miner-
al has a direct impact on
the rates of steel, which
has been a matter of con-
cern for the user indus-
tries for past couple of
months. According to the
filing, the company has
fixed the prices of per
tonne lump ore at Rs 4,400
and that of fines at Rs

3,310 a tonne. While lump
is high-grade iron ore hav-
ing Fe (iron) content above
65 per cent, fine is inferior
grade ore which needs
beneficiation. The revised
prices are effective from
June 5, 2022, and exclude
royalty, District Mineral
Fund (DMF), National
Mineral Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest per-
mit fee, and other taxes,
the company said. NMDC
had last made a price revi-
sion on May 25, when it
had fixed the prices of
lump ore and fines at Rs
5,500 per tonne and Rs
4,410 per tonne, respective-
ly. Mukesh Kumar, who
heads the Steel Research &
Technology Mission of
India (SRTMI), attributed
the fall to the “inventory
levels that have built up as
production exceeded con-
sumption in FY22”.

NMDC cuts prices of lump ore by 
Rs 1,100 per tonne, fines by Rs 1,000

Kolkata, Jun 06: 

As Work from Home
(WFH) has become a reali-
ty post-Covid-19 pandem-
ic, there is an increased
demand for functional
and flexible spaces that
can accommodate work-
space conveniently locat-
ed in urban centres for
easy access of the employ-
ees, according to real es-
tate research agency
CIRIL. It is not the only
business that is looking
for more resilience
through flexible forms of
real estate, property de-
velopers and landlords
also are seeking a sus-
tained model of creating a
need-based ecosystem for
future of work where hy-
brid models of working
are becoming acceptable
norms, CIRIL said. With
the prospect of more

workforce and office
workers taking up remote
or flexible work practices,
building occupancy rates
may decrease in short
term but a few segments
such as co-working and
flexible spaces are going
to be the main demand
driver in the commercial
and real estate segment, it
said. Developers and cor-
porates have to work in
tandem to address the
needs of the hybrid work
culture through augmen-
tation of existing infra-
structure.

Smaller cities are be-
coming an attractive in-
vestment option for both
customers and investors.
The agency said there is a
huge potential in infra-
structure development
and real estate sector, par-
ticularly in Tier II and
Tier III cities.

Work from Home 
is here to stay: CIRIL

New Delhi, Jun 06:  

State-owned CIL is aim-
ing at green mining op-
tions and increase pro-
duction from its under-
ground mines, which are
favourable for cleaner
ecosystem, through in-
stallation of technologies,
company’s Chairman
Pramod Agrawal said.
The comments come at a
time when there have
been concerns about glob-
al climate change on ac-
count of the burning of
fossil fuels including coal,
resulting into greenhouse
gas emission.

For environmentally
cleaner transportation of
coal, Coal India (CIL) is
setting up coal handling
plant/silos in 35 projects
under the first phase of
the first-mile connectivi-

ty, and stressed that it is
continuing in the second
phase as well. “The com-
pany is also aiming at
green mining options and
planning to increase its
underground output,” he
said. Stating that CIL is
committed to preserva-
tion of environment and

creating a green canopy
around its mining areas,
the chairman said that
the public sector unit
planted over 30.4 lakh
saplings during FY22, ex-
panding its green cover to
1,468.5 hectares. The
chairman said that 27 eco
parks and mine tourism
projects have been devel-
oped as on date.

Satellite surveillance
indicates that 76 major
open-cast projects have
reclaimed 62.5 per cent of
excavated area limiting
active mining area to 37.5
per cent.

For every hectare of
land degraded due to min-
ing, CIL created green
cover of around 2
hectares of land. Coal
India accounts for over 80
per cent of domestic coal
output.

Coal India aims green mining
options: Chairman

Mumbai, Jun 06:  

Credit ratings agency
Icra on Monday revised up-
ward its projection of inter-
national air passenger traf-
fic at Indian airports at 80-
85 per cent of the pre-pan-
demic volumes during this
fiscal. The volume of such
travellers has already
touched 72 per cent of the
pre-Covid level in May. The
steep recovery in interna-
tional passengers’ demand
came on the back of re-
sumption of scheduled
flight operations in late
March in the wake of eas-
ing of travel restrictions
norms and resilient passen-
ger demand, Icra said in a
release. Major destinations
driving the international
traffic demand are
Southeast Asia, the Middle
East and Europe, it said.
Commercial operations of

international flights re-
sumed on March 27 after a
hiatus of two years amid
COVID-19 pandemic.
During that period interna-
tional operations were lim-
ited to countries through
special flights under the
‘Vande Bharat Mission’ and
bilateral ‘air transport bub-
ble’ agreements with sever-
al countries. The ramp-up
is healthy with internation-
al passenger traffic reach-
ing 63 per cent and 72 per
cent of pre-Covid levels
(similar period in 2019) in
April and May, respectively,
this year compared to the
recovery of less than 50 per
cent to that of pre-pandem-
ic levels during FY22, the
ratings agency said. Icra
said it also expects the
ramp-up in the overall pas-
senger traffic to 96-97 per
cent of the pre-Covid levels
in FY23 on the back of a

strong and sharp recovery
in domestic passenger traf-
fic and the resumption of
international commercial
operations. The recovery in
domestic passenger traffic
was strong post-Omicron
and has reached 98 per cent
of pre-Covid levels in April
and May, it said, adding,
overall, passenger traffic
has reached 93 per cent of
pre-Covid levels in May.
“Resumption of interna-
tional commercial opera-
tions has accelerated the
traffic recovery.
Considering the healthy
ramp-up in international
traffic in the last two
months, Icra expects inter-
national traffic to reach 80-
85 per cent of the pre-Covid
level in FY23 as against ear-
lier estimates of 70-75 per
cent,” said Abhishek
Lahoti, senior analyst, for
corporate ratings at Icra.

International passenger traffic at Indian 
airports to hit 80-85 pc of pre-Covid level: Icra

New Delhi, Jun 06:

India’s bilateral trade
with all the six members
of GCC (Gulf
Cooperation Council)
group countries, includ-
ing the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, has increased sig-
nificantly in 2021-22 on
account of increasing
economic ties between
the two regions. India’s
exports to the GCC have
increased by 58.26 per
cent to about USD 44 bil-
lion in 2021-22 against
USD 27.8 billion in 2020-
21, according to the data
of the commerce min-
istry. The share of these
six countries in India’s
total exports has risen to
10.4 per cent in 2021-22
from 9.51 per cent in 2020-
21. Similarly, imports
rose by 85.8 per cent to
USD 110.73 billion com-

pared to USD 59.6 billion
in 2020-21, the data
showed. The share of
GCC members in India’s
total imports rose to 18
per cent in 2021-22 from
15.5 per cent in 2020-21.
Bilateral trade has in-
creased to USD 154.73 bil-
lion in 2021-22 from USD
87.4 billion in 2020-21.
These increasing figures
assume significance as
India is looking at negoti-
ating a free trade agree-
ment with the grouping.

The country has al-
ready implemented a
comprehensive trade pact
with the UAE on May 1,
with an aim to boost bi-
lateral trade to USD 100
billion in the coming
years. The GCC was es-
tablished in May 1981. Its
members are Saudi
Arabia Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and UAE.

India•s trade with GCC
increasing at rapid pace

New Delhi, Jun 06:

Retail sales of passen-
ger vehicles grew last
month but the sales of
two-wheeler and commer-
cial vehicles remained low
compared to the pre-
COVID month of May
2019, according to automo-
bile dealers’ body FADA.

On Monday, FADA said
that overall auto retails
stood at 16,46,773 units in
May, down from 18,22,900
units in May 2019. “May
2022 retails when com-
pared to May 2019 reveal
that sales are still not on a
growth trajectory as over-
all retails were down by 10
per cent. While PV and
tractors continued its posi-
tive run... two-wheeler,
three-wheeler and CV
sales are yet to show any
signs of healthy run-rate,”
Federation of Automobile

Dealers Associations
(FADA) President Vinkesh
Gulati said in a statement.
While a Year-on-Year (Y-o-
Y) comparison with May
2021 shows an exceptional-
ly healthy growth rate
across all categories, it is
important to note that
both May 2021 and May
2020 were affected by na-
tionwide lockdown due to
the COVID pandemic, he
stated.

According to him, a bet-
ter comparison will be
with May 2019 which was a
normal pre-COVID month.

Last month, the
Passenger Vehicle (PV) re-
tail sales stood at 2,63,152
units. This was 11 per cent
higher compared to
2,36,215 units sold in May
2019. The retails in COVID-
hit May 2021 and May 2020
stood at 86,479 units and
31,951 units, respectively.

Automobile retail sales 
in slow lane in May: FADA

ACROSS
1. Old highway name
6. Appendectomy evidence
10. Bogus
14. Master of unsavory film roles
15. Cavity
16. Penniless traveler
17. Attractive or not?
19. Central Iowa city
20. Darn it
21. Till pile

22. Some oranges
24. Bedframe adjunct
25. Gentleman of Verona
26. Benefactor
29. Interesting and exciting
32. Sharif and Epps
33. Fall sounds
34. Monk's title
35. Darned
36. Meadowlands movements
37. Place your name on
38. Kilowatt-hour fraction

39. Crinkly cloth
40. Rushed
41. Winter lawn greenery
43. Set back
44. Archaeologist's milieu
45. Music to slam dance to
46. Masters
48. Kind of ad
49. Thieves foiler
52. Eurasia's mountains
53. It's out of the bag
56. Combination, in some card games
57. Spy on the inside
58. More than see
59. Big galoots
60. Broker's tip, perhaps
61. Hiccup

DOWN
1. Swiss skiing site
2. Folktales
3. All hands on deck
4. Collector's collection, perhaps
5. Irks
6. Railroad switch
7. Wheel projections
8. Hoarder's goal
9. Debbie of film
10. Hair remover
11. It requires a short commute
12. Original shepherd
13. Velvety flora
18. Round of seasons
23. Novelist Oz
24. Twinkle-toed
25. Postal beat

26. Hang over
27. Type of board
28. Greedy one's take?
29. Some tennis strokes
30. Coaxes
31. Hits the tarmac
33. Goldilocks's lock
36. Some door crosspieces
37. Sad or Hacky follower
39. Mobile place
40. Flat people?
42. Clubs or orders
43. Shutout spoilers
45. Group of experts
46. Japanese wrestling
47. Field of study
48. Place for a wish
49. Pons song
50. Discounted by
51. News clipping
54. "The Conqueror Worm" poet
55. Beanie
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You should be feeling especially passion-
ate today, Aquarius, so don•t be surprised
if you can•t get sex and romance out of
your mind. If you•re currently involved,
schedule an intimate evening with your
lover, if possible. If you aren•t involved,
don•t be surprised if you pull someone new
and exciting under your spell. Your pas-
sions could also spill into other parts of
your life, including creative and intellectu-
al interests. Make the most of it.

Aquarius: Jan 21 … Feb 18
Long-buried emotions from the past, some
of them pleasant and some in need of
release, could well up from your subcon-
scious today, Pisces. This is likely to have an
uplifting effect on your mental and emotion-
al state, so don•t fight it. It•s also likely to
release whatever hang-ups you might have
about relationships. Therefore, you can
expect all your involvements to thrive - par-
ticularly the romantic ones. Enjoy.

Pisces: Feb 19 … Mar 20
Some exciting activities could take place in
your neighborhood today, Aries. You•ll defi-
nitely want to find out more about whatâ ’s
going on. If possible, you may go with some
close friends or a romantic partner.
Communicating with others is likely to be
intense and gratifying now, so expect your
head to be spinning by day•s end. It•s definite-
ly a great idea to spend some time alone with
a romantic partner this evening if tatâ ’s in
the cards. You•re feeling passionate.

Aries: Mar 21 … Apr 20
Your business and financial interests definitely
get a big boost today, Taurus, perhaps through
contacts with friends. Career matters are sky-
rocketing, and your financial future looks prom-
ising. Keep up the good work. Your health is
especially strong and vigorous, but your pri-
mary interest is likely to be romance, as you
should be feeling especially passionate.
Schedule an intimate evening with a significant
other, if possible, and make the most of it.

Taurus: Apr 21 … May 21

Love and romance are apt to be your primary
focus today, Gemini. If you're currently romanti-
cally involved, expect a wonderfully intense
evening with your special someone if it•s possible
you spend time together. If you aren't involved,
don't be surprised if someone new and exciting
comes into your life, perhaps contacting you
from another state or foreign country. Your cre-
ative abilities are also intensified. Take whatever
time you need to memorize the ideas coming
your way. You won't want to forget them.

Gemini: May 22 … June 21
Today dreams, visions, and intuitive insights
enrich your innovative side and interactions
with others. Don't hesitate to put your ideas
into motion, Cancer, even if they seem a bit too
ambitious. You're well attuned to the collective
unconscious and likely to be picking up on
future trends, so be on the alert. You're feeling
especially sexy in the evening, so plan an inti-
mate get-together with your lover if possible.

Cancer: June 22 … July 22
A neighbor or relative you haven't spoken
to for a while might contact you out of the
blue, Leo. Make the time to talk, as it could
open up doors for you that you wouldn't
normally expect. Relationships of all kinds
should be going especially well, and these
include romantic ones. If you're involved,
expect to grow closer. If you aren't cur-
rently involved, don't be surprised if some-
one new and exciting enters your life.

Leo: July 23 … Aug 23
Virgo, your working life and income are like-
ly to be enhanced today through the influ-
ence of people who live in distant states or
foreign countries. The desire for knowledge
is probably strong, and you might seek to
develop some new skills. Your romantic life
is also likely to be thriving since you feel
passionate and project that feeling to oth-
ers. Expect some surprises from a current or
potential romantic partner.

Virgo: Aug 24 … Sept 22

Romance is front and center today, Libra, as
you're probably feeling especially passionate.
This is a great day to plan an intimate
evening with a lover, if possible. Make use of
candles, muted lights, and soft music. You're
apt to be feeling especially passionate about
your other interests, whether they're intellec-
tual, creative, or business oriented. You can
expect to spend a lot of time pursuing your
passions, no matter what they are.

Libra: Sept 23 … Oct 23
You're likely to be feeling especially romantic
today, Scorpio. If you're currently involved,
plan an intimate evening at home with your
lover. If you aren't involved, anything goes.
Don't be surprised if someone new and exciting
comes into your life. Your imagination is high,
so you might decide to put your energy into
creative projects. Take whatever time you
need. Don't let the day pass you by.

Scorpio: Oct 24 … Nov 22
Today you might find that your social life takes
a definite turn for the better. You could receive
more than one text or call that piques your
interest, Sagittarius, and you•ll spend a lot of
time discussing arrangements for future get-
togethers. If you aren't romantically involved
now, you may find out about someone promis-
ing. If you're involved, make sure you reserve
time for an intimate encounter with your spe-
cial someone, if possible. Have fun.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 … Dec 21
Business and money matters may seem too
good to be true, Capricorn. Success and
good fortune in these departments are defi-
nitely indicated for you today. If you've been
trying to get a break in a creative or artistic
field, it may finally manifest. The present
looks profitable and the future bright. In the
evening, celebrate by scheduling a romantic
encounter with your lover, if possible. You
should find it especially gratifying now.

Capricorn: Dec 22 … Jan 20

CROSSWORD 323
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J asmin Bhasin started
her journey in the en-

tertainment industry with
TV shows like Tashan-E-
Ishq, Dil Se Dil Tak among
others and is known for
her bubbly onscreen roles.
While she also tried her
hands at reality shows
such as Bigg Boss and
later with music videos,
now Jasmin Bhasin is
looking at taking the next
step in her career with
films. Fans of the actress
would be aware that she
will be making her debut
in movies with the film
Honeymoon alongside

Gippy Grewal. Now re-
ports have it that the ac-
tress has signed her
Bollywood film and it is
with none other than the
famous Mahesh Bhatt and
Vikram Bhatt.

Jasmin Bhasin will be
making her Bollywood
debut. She has signed a
film which will be penned
by Mahesh Bhatt and pre-
sented by Vikram Bhatt
and K Sera Sera. Produced
by Loneranger and Zee,
the untitled film is direct-
ed by Manish Chavan,
who will be making his di-
rectorial debut with this

venture. Details of the
genre and the rest of the
cast are yet to be revealed.
Reports have it that the ac-
tress will kick off the
shoot of the film at the end
of July this year.

A source close to the ac-
tress confirmed the news
adding, “While details of
her character etc. are un-
known at this juncture,
Jasmin will play an inter-
esting role that promises
to take her fans by sur-
prise. She is extremely ex-
cited to start work on the
film and has already start-
ed prepping for it.”

Jasmin Bhasinto make
her Bollywood debut in

a Mahesh Bhatt film

TT he 17th Mumbai
International Film

Festival (MIFF) that kicked
off from May 29 with numer-
ous Bollywood talents, direc-
tors and creative artists
shining through the festival.
Knowledgeable sessions
each day are inspiring the
new comers, as well as the
audiences. Oscar winner
sound designer, Resul
Pookutty in his outstanding
masterclass discussed in
details, the sound effects
work in the film Pushpa: The

Rise. He stated
that sound has
the ability to
define the
space and
dimension of
the visual.
T h e r e f o r e ,
sound design-
ers have to be
selective about

sounds and place them care-
fully in a scene.

He explained about the
difference between dia-
logues and pitch and said

that spoken dialogues are
thrown carefully into the
acoustic environment to
make an emotional connect
with the audience. Talking
about the 5 different forms
of sounds i.e Production
Sound, Foley sound,
Ambience Sound, Designed
Sound, and Music he insisted
to keep the context of the
story, vision of the director
and socio-cultural aspects in
which it is being set in mind
while designing the audio
layer.

Resul Pookutty decodes the sound of •Pushpa: the Rise•

TT he last time we saw
Shah Rukh Khan on

the big screen was in 2018
in the Aanand L Rai film
Zero. Since then, though
the actor has been missing
from the silver screen he
has been prepping to make
a return with a bang. In
fact, just yesterday Shah
Rukh Khan finally
announced the title of his
film with Atlee, Jawan.
Interestingly with the
announcement, Shah Rukh
Khan fans are in for a treat
in 2023 with not just one or
two but three release viz.
Dunki, Pathaan, and
Jawan. Speaking about
Shah Rukh Khan featuring
in three release in a single

year a well-placed industry
source says, •With three
film in a single year there
is a lot riding on SRK right
now. Not to mention that
all three film are big-ticket
Bollywood entertainers
mounted on an even bigger
budget. Given this there
seems to be anywhere
upwards of Rs. 300 cr rid-
ing on Shah Rukh Khan
alone.Ž The first film fea-
turing Shah Rukh Khan to
hit screens will be the Yash
Raj Films venture Pathaan
that will hit screens in
January. Co-starring
Deepika Padukone, John
Abraham and Emraan
Hashmi alongside SRK the
film is directed by

Siddharth Anand, and is
expected to start the year
with a bang. Set in
Mumbai the film is said to
be a spy thriller that will
keep the audience on
edge. Following Pathaan
will be the Red Chillies
production Jawan that is
directed by Atlee is said to
be a pan India film that
will release in five lan-
guages. The film promises
to be a spectacular event
film with high-octane
action sequences and tal-
ent assembled from across
Indian cinema. Being read-
ied to hit screens in June,
Jawan will be SRK•s first
Pan India film. Ending 2023
will be Shah Rukh Khan•s

last release for the year
with Dunki slated to
release on December 23.
Capitalizing on the
Christmas weekend, the
film which is directed by
Rajkumar Hirani will high-
light the rampant use of
an illegal backdoor route
called 'Donkey Flight' by
Indians to immigrate to
countries like Canada
and USA. While we can•t
wait to watch all three
films, 2023 is certainly
going to be a bonanza for
Shah Rukh Khan with
releases scheduled even-
ly through the year, the
actor might just end 2023
as the highest grossing
actor of the year.

Rs. 500 crores riding on Shah Rukh Khan as he returns
with three films in 2023 after a four-year hiatus

AA ctress Geetika
Mehandru, known for

playing Gauri from season 1
of web series "Roohaniyat",
a thriller love story which
has been divided into four
seasons with Season 2 set
to release soon, says she
loves playing the character.
Majorly shot in Pune, the
shoot has ended now.
Geetika says: "Finally it's a
wrap. I personally loved
having fun as Gauri on sets.

This character will always
stay close to my heart." "I
can't express in words
what Gauri is for me. You
know there's nothing that
Gauri cannot handle, Gauri
is equal to solutions. She
has given me the most
memorable character of
my life." The web series
also features Arjun Bijlani,
Kanika Mann, Shaan
Groverr, and Harshit
Sindhwani. Asked about

what she is going to miss
the most, Geetika said: "My
co-actors and directors.
They all were a blessing to
me. Improvisations with
Harshit, that fun in Arjun's
van, discussions at
Kanika's van, gossip at
Palak's van, dance with
Arushi. I am going to miss
each and everything. The
best co-actors one could
ever have. All I can say is I
am really blessed."

Geetika
Mehandru

recalls 

experience 

with co-actors

in •Roohaniyat•

MM ika Singh has made the
decision to find his life

companion through Star Bharat•s
•Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti•. This
came as a welcome surprise to his
close friends and family. Ahead of
the launch of his new show, Mika
Singh would like to sponsor a
Mass Wedding before his own!

Yes, you heard it right. Mika
Singh has expressed his wishes to
sponsor a Mass Wedding for
engaged couples who are so in
love that they can•t wait to get
married.

This decision has left his fans
with a lot more admiration
towards the generous Singer and
Rapper Mika Singh. As he embarks
on his search for that special
someone to share his life with, it is
evident that he would like it to end

in marriage. In the meantime,
sponsoring a Mass Wedding is his
way of thanking the fans and
viewers for their support all
through this journey.

Mika Singh•s work has been a
great source of enjoyment and
inspiration for many of his follow-
ers and fans. It is truly a testament
to his writing, composing and
singing. Mika Singh has dedicated
his life to music and now its time
to explore this part of his journey
where he gets to share all the joys
of his life with his life partner. He
intends to find his right match on
the show •Swayamvar - Mika Di
vohti•.

Stay tuned for more updates as
the show •Swayamvar - Mika Di
Vohti• nears its launch on 19th
June, only on Star Bharat!

Mika Singh to sponsor
a mass wedding  
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Rabat (Morocco), Jun
06 (PTI): , India’s
Avinash Sable finished a
creditable fifth at the pres-
tigious Diamond League
Meet here and in the
process shattered his own
3000m steeplechase na-
tional record for the
eighth time.

The 27-year-old army
man from a humble fami-
ly in the Beed district of
Maharashtra clocked
8:12.48 in a high-quality
field late Sunday night,
shaving off more than
three seconds from his
own previous national
record of 8:16.21, which he
set during the Indian
Grand Prix in
Thiruvananthapuram in
March.

Sable finished ahead of
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Benjamin Kigen
of Kenya who ended in
eighth position with
8:17.32. Local hero and

Tokyo Olympics gold
medallist Soufiane El
Bakkali won the race with
a meet record of 7:58.28.
Ethiopia’s Tokyo
Olympics silver winner
Lamecha Girma was sec-
ond, clocking 7:59.24,
while his compatriot
Hailemariyam Tegegn
took the third position
with a personal best of
8:06.29.

The 2016 Rio Olympics
champion Conseslus
Kipruto of Kenya was
fourth with a timing of
8:12.47, a one-hundredth
of a second ahead of
Sable. Sable is known for
breaking his own 3000m
steeplechase national
record multiple times. He
first broke it in 2018 when
he clocked 8:29.80 at the
National Inter State
championships to erase
the then 37-year-old mark
of 8:30.88 mark of Gopal
Saini.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 06 (PTI): Indian ace
Viswanathan Anand re-
turned to winning ways,
upstaging world No.1
Magnus Carlsen in the
fifth round of the
Classical section early
on Monday in the
Norway Chess tourna-
ment to climb to the top
spot.

After defeating the
Norwegian superstar in
the Blitz event that pre-
ceded the Classical sec-
tion, Anand claimed the
victory in a thrilling
Armageddon (sudden
death game) after the
regular match ended in a
40-move draw.

In the Armageddon,
the 52-year old Anand
recreated magic of old
when he stunned Carlsen
to post a win in 50 moves.

With 10 points in his
kitty, the Indian GM
leads the field with four

more rounds to go in the
prestigious tournament
which features some of
the best players in the
sport.

Anand had started the
Classical section with
three straight wins, beat-
ing Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave (France),

Veselin Topalov
(Bulgaria) and Hao Wang
(China) before American
Wesley So ended his
streak in the fourth
round.

Carlsen lies in second
spot with 9.5 points de-
spite the loss to his long-
time rival. So, who won

the Blitz section earlier,
shares third place with
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
(Azerbaijan) on 8.5
points.

In the fifth round, So
went down to
Mamedyarov via
Armageddon.

There were wins for
Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and
Norway’s Aryan Tari
over Teimour Radjabov
(Azerbaijan) and Hao
Wang respectively in the
fifth round.

Frenchman Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave won the
sudden death game
against veteran Veselin
Topalov (Bulgaria) in the
other match to improve
his score to 7 points.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in an
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw
in the classical game.

Lausanne, Jun 05 (PTI):

A magnificent India
made a stunning comeback
from being three-goal down
to beat Poland 6-4 in a pul-
sating final to clinch the in-
augural FIH Hockey 5s
championship here on
Sunday. India, who had
topped the five-team league
standings with three wins
and one draw en route
final, ended their cam-
paign with an unbeaten
record.

This was India’s second
win of day over the same
opponents. India had beat-
en Poland, who had fin-
ished second with two wins
and as many losses, 6-2 in
their round-robin league
match three and half
hours earlier in the day.
Playing their third match
of the day, the Indians were
stunned for a while after
Poland pumped in three

goals without reply in the
first five minutes of play
through Mateusz
Nowakowski (1st),
Wojciech Rutkowski (5th)
and captain Robert Pawlak
(5th). Poland played just
one match on Sunday be-

fore the final as against
India’s two and perhaps
that might have some effect
on Graham Reid’s men in
the fast-paced format
played in just 20 minutes in
a match. But the Indians
regrouped quickly from

the initial jolt with Sanjay
and captain Gurinder
Singh finding the target in
the eighth and ninth min-
utes respectively to go to
the breather trailing 2-3. It
was just a matter of time
that the Indians got their

mojo back as they surged
to 4-3 lead after fine field
goals from Dhami Boby
Singh (11th) and tourna-
ment’s most prolific scorer
Raheel Mohammed (13th).

Once they were on the
ascendancy, there was no
stopping the Indians
against a hapless Poland as
Raheel (17th) and Singh
(19th) struck their respec-
tive second goal of the
match to complete the for-
malities. Polish captain
Jacek Kurowski pulled one
back in the 18th minute to
reduce the goal margin.
Raheel ended the tourna-
ment with 10 goals from
five matches at the top of
the goal-scorer’s chart.
Earlier, India first out-
played Malaysia 7-3, pump-
ing in four goals in the sec-
ond half in a stunning
show before beating
Poland 6-2 in the second
match of the day.

Chennai, Jun 06 (PTI):

Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi, who has seen his
stock rise in the past few
months, is upbeat about
India’s chances in the up-
coming chess Olympiad.

The 18-year-old chess
player from Telangana
has won a handful of tour-
naments so far this year
and has become the high-
est-rated Indian in the
world blitz rankings at
13th.

The young GM, who
aims to break the 2700
(Elo) barrier soon, be-
lieves the Indian teams
are strong and could do
well in the 44th Olympiad
later this year. His current
FIDE rating is 2681 in the
Classical category and
2745 (in Blitz).

Having won the
Challengers section in the
prestigious Tata Steel
chess tournament in Wijk
aan Zee (the Netherlands)
earlier this year and earn-
ing the opportunity to
compete in the Masters
section in 2023, he has
been getting better over
time.

Erigaisi, however, feels
he has not done anything
specific, saying “I don’t
think anything specific
has changed in matches
since 2021. I have been
working the same way,
and just that I am putting
in more effort.”

“I think I have been
playing a lot of tourna-
ments and that is helping
me improve my game also
and the opening...earlier
they used to be kind of a

weakness but now that is
an area where I do better,”
Erigaisi, who also won the
Delhi Open and the na-
tional championship earli-
er this year, told PTI in an
interaction.

He is expected to be one
of the key members of the
Indian team in the
Olympiad, to be held at
Mahabalipuram from
July 28 to August 10.

“I think we have pretty
strong teams - both ‘A’ and
‘B.’ At the moment USA is
the favourite with a rating
average of 2756. We cer-
tainly have good chances
to beat them. We just have
to perform well and how
we play during the tourna-
ment matters the most,”
Erigaisi, who will be part
of the India ‘A’ squad in
the Open event, said.

PPuunnee,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII)):: Top-
seed Farrukh Amonatov
of Tajikistan posted a 43-
move win over Russian
Boris Savchenko to take
his tally to 7.5 points and
shoot into the lead after
the ninth round of the
inaugural Maharashtra

International Open
Grandmaster chess tournament
here on Monday.

In the top board clash, GM
Amonatov (Elo 2622), who is
unbeaten so far, got the better
of fellow GM Savchenko to take
sole lead. Three players „ Arjun
Kalyan, Deep Sengupta and
Aleksej Aleksandrov, all
Grandmasters trail the leader by
half a point. 

Kalyan, Sengupta and
Aleksandrov registered wins
over GMs Karthik Venkatarman,
Mihail Nikitenko and Duc Hoa
Nguyen of Vietnam in their

respective ninth round games.
Luka Paichadze, who held the
lead till round five, made short
work of Indian Grandmaster
Divya Deshmukh to take his
score to 6.5 points, a point
behind the leader. 

Two more rounds remain to
be played in the tournament.
Important results (9th round):
Farrukh Amonatov (7.5) beat
Boris Savchenko (6.5), Deep
Sengupta (7) beat Mihail
Nikitenko (5.5), Arjun Kalyan (7)
beat Karthik Venkataraman (6),
Aleksej Aleksandrov (7) beat D
H Nguyen (4), Aditya Mittal
(6.5) drew with Neelesh Saha
(4.5), Luka Paichade (6.5) beat
Divya Deshmukh (1.5).

M R Lalith Babu (6) drew with
C K Mohan, A Shrivatri (1.5)
drew M R Venkatesh (5), Kirill
Stupak (4.5) beat Vikramaditya
Kulkarni (1.5), L R Srihari (4)
beat Vishnu Prasanna (4).

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI):

Morocco, Nigeria and
Tanzania claimed the final
three spots to complete the
lineup for the FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup India
2022 to be held later this
year. This marks a signifi-
cant milestone as India is
all set to host its first-ever
FIFA women’s tournament
from October 11 to October
30. The three nations from
the Confederation of
African Football (CAF) will
have their names in the pot
for the official draw sched-
uled to take place on June
24. Hosts India, China,
Japan, New Zealand, USA,
Canada, Mexico, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Germany,
Spain and France will also
be introduced to their op-

ponents in the ceremony,
which will take place in
Zurich. This is a watershed
moment for Tanzania and
Morocco as both the na-
tions will make their de-
buts at the global youth
tournament. Nigeria, on
the other hand, are a tour-
nament regular, having
qualified for all but one of
the last six U-17 finals.

Tanzania, the first East
African country to reach
the finals, sealed their
place in the tournament
with a convincing 5-1 ag-
gregate victory over
Cameroon. Morocco,
meanwhile, beat Ghana on
penalties on Saturday to
seal the deal after both the
teams won their respective
home games to finish 2-2 on
aggregate.

Dubai, Jun 06 (PTI):

The Emirates Cricket
Board will conduct the in-
augural International
League T20 from January
6 to February 12, 2023,
with three IPL franchises
owning outfits in the six-
team league.

Out of the six franchis-
es, five are Indian compa-
nies including Reliance
Industries which owns
Mumbai Indians, Shah
Rukh Khan’s Knight
Riders Group, Delhi
Capitals co-owners GMR,
Adani Sportsline and
Capri Global apart from
Lancer Capitals, a compa-
ny belonging to
Manchester United own-

ers Glazer family.
Emirates Cricket Board

chairman Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al

Nahayan said: “Emirates
Cricket Board is delight-
ed to welcome Reliance
Industries, Kolkata
Knight Riders, Capri
Global, GMR, Lancer
Capital, Adani
Sportsline, broadcaster
ZEE and all other stake-
holders to the newly es-
tablished T20 League of
UAE. “Such illustrious,
experienced names and
entities as partners bodes
well for the UAE T20
League. Through the
commitment of these
partners they have
demonstrated confidence
in the Emirates Cricket
Board as we take the
game into the future,” the
ECB chairman added.

The tournament will
also provide a valuable
platform for Emirates
Cricket to take their local
talent to a higher level.

Cardiff, Jun 06 (AP):

Weeks of back spasms
were not going to stop
Gareth Bale’s mission to
lead Wales back to the
World Cup. Try stopping
the captain taking to the
field when there is a 64-
year drought to end.

Try stopping a free kick
from a forward who was
once the world’s costliest
footballer. Ukraine winger
Andriy Yarmolenko could
only divert it into his own
net with a header.

The 1-0 win over war-
disrupted Ukraine on
Sunday, secured in the
34th minute in the Cardiff
downpour, was enough to
send Wales back to the
World Cup as the country
with the longest gap be-
tween qualifications for
the FIFA showpiece.

It’s the greatest result in
the history of Welsh foot-
ball,” Bale said. I’m just

delighted we are going to a
World Cup. It means every-
thing, it’s what dreams are
made of. I’m speechless.
I’m so glad we’ve done it
for these amazing fans.

Bale was one of those
spectators for the remain-
ing 10 minutes or so after
being substituted when
his body could offer no

more. It was difficult,”
Bale said. “I haven’t played
too much football these
last three or four weeks be-
cause of my back spasm,
but the most important
thing was to get through. I
give my all. I was running
on empty.” The trip to
Qatar gives Bale British
soccer’s most decorated

foreign export at Real
Madrid a chance to finally
play on the sport’s biggest
stage. But the five-time
Champions League win-
ner is without a club for
next season after being re-
leased by Madrid. While
saying he has loads of of-
fers, the 32-year-old free
agent had been coy about
his playing future.

Now there is a new club
to find to stay match fit for
the Nov. 21 World Cup
opener against the United
States. Then there is Iran
and England to play in
Group B. The Welsh also
played their neighbors at
the 2016 European
Championship when they
lost to England in the
group stage. But Wales did
go further than England at
Euro 2016 in France,
reaching the semifinals
where Cristiano Ronaldo
led Portugal to victory and
then the title.

Geneva, Jun 06 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored his world record-
extending 116th and 117th
goals for Portugal. Erling
Haaland got his 17th and
18th at a faster rate for
Norway. Gavi opened his
Spain account at age 17.

Ronaldo had gone five
games and nearly nine
months without an inter-
national goal until
Portugal routed
Switzerland 4-0 in the
Nations League on
Sunday.

After scoring twice in
four first-half minutes,
Ronaldo missed two more
good chances before half-
time, had a goal disal-
lowed for a late offside
flag and forced Swiss goal-
keeper Gregor Kobel into
two good saves late in a
lopsided League A game
between World Cup-
bound teams in Lisbon.

It’s now 117 goals in 188 in-
ternational games for the
37-year-old Ronaldo head-
ing to his fifth World Cup
in November. Portugal is
in a group with South
Korea, Uruguay and
Ghana.

Erling Haaland has 18
goals in 19 games for
Norway after scoring
twice in a 2-1 win at
Sweden in League B to
show why the 21-year-old
forward might be the
biggest talent missing in
Qatar. There was a first
international goal for

teenage Gavi in an eighth
international game for
Barcelona’s latest mid-
field prospect, and Spain
drew 2-2 at the Czech
Republic in League A.

Gavi’s curling left-foot
shot between two defend-
ers in first-half stoppage
time in Prague leveled a
fourth-minute opener for
the Czech Republic by
Jakub Pe ek.

The Czechs led again
when Jan Kuchta scored
in the 66th with an auda-
cious chip over advancing
goalkeeper Unai Simon.

Avinash Sable breaks national record
to finish fifth in Diamond League

Norway Chess: Anand claims another
win over world champion Carlsen

FIH Hockey 5s: Indian men•s team emerges championsErigaisi upbeat about India•s
chances in chess Olympiad

UAE•s ILT20 to be held from Jan 6 to Feb 12, 2023
�„ Reliance, KKR,

GMR, Adani own 4
out of 6 teams
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s Top-seed Amonatov

jumps into lead
Morocco, Nigeria, Tanzania

book last 3 spots in FIFA U-17
Women•s World Cup in India

Ronaldo adds to record goal tally

Cristiano Ronaldo
celebrates after scoring

Portugal•s third goal
during the UEFA Nations
League League A Group 2

match against
Switzerland at Estadio
Jose Alvalade in Lisbon.

Messi nets 5 for Argentina 
for 1st time, overtakes Puskas

Pamplona (Spain): Lionel Messi scored five goals for Argentina
for the first time in a 5-0 rout of Estonia in a friendly match in
Spain, becoming the fourth-highest scorer for a national team
in men•s soccer. Messi scored twice in the first half, including
from a penalty kick, and three times after the interval to reach
86 international goals. He moved past the 84 goals of former
Hungary great Ferenc Puskas.

Wales beats Ukraine to end 64-year wait for World Cup return

Gareth Bale celebrates with Wales team-mates after
winning their 2022 World Cup qualifier match against
Ukraine in Cardiff. 

New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested Ajay
Kumar Tamrakar, a senior di-
visional mechanical engineer
of the West Central Railway
posted in Itarsi in Madhya
Pradesh, for allegedly de-
manding a bribe of Rs 3.5
lakh from a man for employ-
ing him as a peon at his bun-
galow, officials said on
Monday.

It is alleged that the com-
plainant worked as a peon at
Tamrakar's official residence
for over three years since
2017. The complainant al-
leged that he had become eli-
gible for a regular job in the
railways, which he had men-
tioned to Tamrakar but got no
satisfactory response. 

Tamrakar told him to con-
tinue with his peon's job at
his bungalow, according to
the complaint, which is now
part of the FIR. After repeat-

ed mentions, Tamrakar
stopped him from coming to
his bungalow from December
16, 2021 onwards, the com-
plainant alleged. 

The complainant kept urg-
ing him to take him back in
his job as "bungalow peon"
and regularise his employ-
ment. He alleged that recent-
ly, Tamrakar demanded Rs
3.5 lakh as bribe for taking
him back as peon.

"The case was registered
on the complaint against
Senior DME, Diesel Locoshed,
West Central Railway, Itarsi
(MP). It was alleged that the
accused demanded a bribe of
Rs 3.5 lakh from the com-
plainant for taking him on job
as peon. 

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the accused while ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 50,000
from the complainant," a
spokesperson of the agency
said in a statement here.

Rampur, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Senior Samajwadi Party
leader Muhammad Azam
Khan's close aide Asim
Raja will be the party's can-
didate for the June 23 by-
election to the Rampur Lok
Sabha seat. Khan on
Monday announced his
name here at the party of-
fice, Darr-ul-Awam, which
means the house of com-
mon people.

The announcement
came days after party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav met
Khan at a Delhi hospital
and the two, according to
sources, discussed the by-
election to the Rampur
seat. The seat fell vacant
after Khan's election to the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
this year, necessitating the
by-election. Addressing a
gathering here, Khan said
people might have thought

he was going to field his
wife as she had obtained
the nomination papers.

"We decided to set an ex-
ample. So, I have chosen
my old companion who has
a rich political experience
and his name is Asim
Raja," Khan said. He ap-
pealed to all SP workers
and local leaders to work to
ensure Raja's victory.

An emotional Khan also
spoke about his time in jail,
where he spent over two
years. He thanked the
Supreme Court for granti-
ng him interim bail. Raja
has been associated with
Khan for the past 40 years,
even before the formation
of the SP. Raja is the city
president of the SP for the
past eight years. In 1989, he
had contested the civic
polls in Rampur.

He got his Master's de-
gree in political science

from Raza Postgraduate
Degree College in Rampur
in 1981. Speaking to PTI, 64-
year-old Raja said, "I have
participated in all move-
ments and protests with
Azam Khan, whether it
was a 'jail bharo andolan'
or any other protest held
by Azam Khan sahab. I was

always the chief election
agent of Azam Khan in
every election, be it the
Assembly or Lok Sabha
elections."

He said in December last
year, he surrendered before
a court and was sent to jail
after he was declared want-
ed by police in a case relat-

ed to the anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act protests
in 2019. Raja was later re-
leased on bail by a Rampur
court. Speaking to re-
porters, Raja thanked
Khan for reposing his faith

in him. He exuded confi-
dence that he will win the
by-election with the sup-
port of the people of
Rampur, who have always
stood by Khan and will
continue to stand by him.

Jammu-based government employees, posted in Kashmir, during a protest rally demanding their transfer to their
home districts, Jammu, Monday.

PROTEST RALLY

CBI arrests senior divisional
mechanical engineer of 

railways for asking for •bribe•

DAC approves procurement of 
military equipment, platforms 

worth Rs 76,390 Crore
New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

In a significant move, the
defence ministry on Monday
approved the procurement of
military equipment and plat-
forms worth Rs 76,390 crore
from domestic industries. The
procurement proposals were
approved by the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, the ministry
said.

For the Indian Navy, the
DAC accorded approval for
the procurement of next gen-
eration corvettes (NGCs) at
an estimated cost of around
Rs 36,000 crore, it said. These
NGCs will be versatile plat-
forms for a variety of roles
namely surveillance missions,
escort operations, deterrence,
Surface Action Group (SAG)
operations, search and attack
and coastal defence. 

The NGCs would be con-
structed based on a new in-
house design of the Indian
Navy, using latest technology
of ship building, the ministry
said in a statement. The DAC
also approved a proposal for
the manufacture of Dornier
aircraft and Su-30 MKI aero-
engines by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
with a focus on enhancing in-
digenisation. 

For the Indian Army, the
DAC accorded a fresh ap-
proval for the procurement of
Rough Terrain Fork Lift Trucks
(RTFLTs), Bridge Laying Tanks
(BLTs), Wheeled Armoured
Fighting Vehicles (Wh AFVs)
with Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles (ATGMs) and
Weapon Locating Radars
(WLRs) through domestic
sources, with an emphasis on
indigenous design and devel-
opment. 

Amaravati, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Dynastic political par-
ties have become a threat
to the democracy of the
country, BJP national
president J P Nadda has
remarked, even as he said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not only scripted
a new development story
of India but also trans-
formed the nation's politi-
cal culture in the last eight
years.

"BJP is now the only na-
tional party in the country
while the Congress has
been reduced to a bhai-
behen (brother-sister) out-
fit. BJP is the only party
that has neta (leader), niti
(policy), niyat (intent),
karyakram (programme),
karyakarta (workers) and
vaatavaran (environ-
ment), Nadda said, ad-
dressing a meeting of BJP
state leaders in
Vijayawada on Monday.

"Political culture and
quality has changed be-
cause of the leadership of
Narendra Modi. We are
fighting dynastic parties
that have become a danger
to the democracy of the
nation.

Be it in Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka and West
Bengal...there are either
baap-bete (father-son) par-
ties or baap-beti (father-
daughter) and bua-bhatija
(aunt-nephew) party, the
BJP chief said, referring
to parties like JKNC, PDP,
NCP, TMC, JD(S),
Samajwadi and Akali Dal.

Nadda claimed that the
so-called Indian National
Congress was neither
Indian, nor was it 'nation-
al' any more as it has been
reduced to a bhai-behen
(Rahul Gandhi and

Priyanka Vadra) party.
Stating that the Prime
Minister scripted a new
development story of
India in the last eight
years, Nadda said the
country's Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) shot up to
Rs 233 lakh crore from Rs
112.33 lakh crore. India
was now number three in

the world in energy con-
sumption and number two
in global retail trade
growth.

"We have a strong busi-
ness ecosystem, with 500
billion USD exports on
hand. Our Foreign Direct
Investment touched 84 bil-
lion USD," he pointed out.
India, according to IMF,

was expected to witness a
growth rate of 8.7 per cent.

The percentage of peo-
ple living below the pover-
ty line reduced from 22 to
10 over the last years,
while those under the
maximum poverty line
came down to 0.8 per cent
from one per cent, the BJP
chief noted. "A staggering
amount of Rs 22 lakh crore
has been transferred into
the people's accounts
under various direct bene-
fit transfer schemes, with
zero pilferage," he said.

"In the last eight years,
6.70 lakh new schools have
been established, and liter-
acy rate went up from 69 to
75 per cent. Fifteen new
AIIMS have been set up, in
addition to 170 new med-
ical colleges across the
country. It's a lengthy list
that will take hours to read
if I mention about other
development works,"
Nadda said.
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Prophet Mohammad comment row

India rejects OIC’s remarks as 
‘narrow-minded’, : Pak ‘eulogises fanatics’
New Delhi, Jun 06 (PTI): 

Amid growing criticism
by the Islamic countries
over controversial re-
marks made by now-sus-
pended and expelled BJP
leaders against Prophet
Mohammad, India on
Monday slammed the com-
ments by OIC as "narrow-
minded" and "motivated,
misleading and mischie-
vous".

New Delhi also hit back
at Pakistan after its Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
reacted sharply on Twitter
to condemn remarks by
Nupur Sharma and
Naveen Kumar Jindal,
saying the "absurdity of a
serial violator of minority
rights" commenting on the
treatment of minorities in
another nation is not lost
on anyone.

Reacting strongly to re-
marks by the Organisation
of Islamic Countries (OIC),
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said India accords
"highest respect" to all reli-
gions and that the state-
ment by the 57-member
grouping exposed its "divi-
sive agenda" which is being
pursued at the behest of
"vested interests."

The OIC also urged the
UN to take necessary meas-
ures to ensure that the
rights of Muslims are pro-
tected in India. "We have
seen the statement on India
from the General
Secretariat of the OIC. The
government of India cate-
gorically rejects the OIC
Secretariat's unwarranted
and narrow-minded com-
ments. The government of
India accords the highest

respect to all religions,"
Bagchi said. "The offensive
tweets and comments deni-
grating a religious person-
ality were made by certain
individuals. They do not, in
any manner, reflect the
views of the government of
India," he said.

Bagchi said strong action
has already been taken
against these individuals
by relevant bodies. "It is re-
grettable that the OIC
Secretariat has yet again
chosen to make motivated,
misleading and mischie-
vous comments. This only
exposes its divisive agenda
being pursued at the behest
of vested interests," he
said. "We would urge the
OIC Secretariat to stop pur-
suing its communal ap-
proach and show due re-
spect to all faiths and reli-
gions," he said.

Referring to criticism by
Sharif and the Pakistan
Foreign Ministry, Bagchi
said the "absurdity of a se-
rial violator of minority
rights commenting on the
treatment of minorities in
another nation is not lost
on anyone."

"The world has been wit-
ness to the systemic perse-
cution of minorities includ-
ing Hindus, Sikhs,
Christians and Ahmadiyyas
by Pakistan. The world has
been witness to the sys-
temic persecution of mi-
norities including Hindus,
Sikhs, Christians and
Ahmadiyyas by Pakistan,"
he said. Bagchi said the gov-
ernment "accords the high-
est respect to all religions.
This is quite unlike
Pakistan where fanatics are
eulogized and monuments
built in their honour."

•Dynastic parties threat to nation•s democracy•

BJP National President JP Nadda during a meeting, in
Vijayawada, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi alleged on
Monday that the BJP's
"shameful bigotry" has not
only isolated India, but has
also damaged its global
standing.

"Divided internally, India
becomes weak externally.
BJP's shameful bigotry has
not only isolated us, but
also damaged India's
standing globally," Gandhi
wrote on Twitter.

His remarks came in the
wake of international out-
rage over controversial re-
marks made by two BJP
functionaries against
Prophet Mohammad, after
which they were suspend-
ed and expelled by the
party.

BJP•s bigotry 
damaged India•s 

standing globally: Rahul

Govt, opposition may differ on ideology, but there shouldn•t be animosity: Kovind
Lucknow, Jun 06 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Monday said
there can be differences
of ideology between the
ruling party and the op-
position but there should
not be any animosity be-
tween both the sides.

Addressing a joint sit-
ting of the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council and
the Assembly, Kovind
said the UP Legislature
has a glorious history of
dignified amicability be-
tween the ruling party
and the opposition.

"Sometimes, there

have been undignified in-
cidents which are con-
trary to this rich tradi-
tion. You have to make
an effort to forget them
by considering those as
an exception.

"You all have to further
strengthen the rich polit-
ical tradition of UP. In a
democracy, there can be
differences of ideology
between the ruling party
and the opposition but
there should not be any
animosity (vaimanasya)
between both the sides,"
Kovind said.

Kovind said the
Legislature is the temple

of democracy and people
consider the public rep-
resentatives as their
'bhaagyavidhata' (one
who decides the destiny).

"The people of the
state have a lot of hope
and expectations from
you, and fulfilling their
expectations is the most
important work for you.

"The ambit of your
public service must con-
tain all citizens, whether
they have voted for you
or not. Hence, it is your
responsibility to work in
the interest of every per-
son," he said.

He reminded them that

according to the oath,
they are committed to
work not only for the en-
tire state but for the en-
tire country apart from
their respective regions.

Emphasising on the
need to increase the rep-
resentation of the
women (in the
Legislature), Kovind
said, "From the point of
view of social inclusion,
it is a good achievement
that in the current
Legislature, the ambit of
representation of vari-
ous sections of the socie-
ty, has increased.

"But, I have been told

that in the UP Legislative
Assembly, the number of
women MLAs is 47.
However, one should not
be satisfied with this
number. This is around
12 per cent of the total
403 MLAs (in UP
Assembly). Similarly, in
the 100-member UP
Legislative Council, out
of the current 91 mem-
bers, five are women,
which comes out to be 5.5
per cent. There are im-
mense possibilities in in-
creasing the representa-
tion of women."

Kovind said India is
celebrating the 'Azadi ka

Amrit Mahotsav' to com-
memorate the 75th an-
niversary of independ-
ence.

One of the objectives of
this celebration is to re-
member our freedom
fighters who are often
forgotten and about
whom all citizens, espe-
cially the young genera-
tion, should know, he
said.

There have been many
such unknown and
anonymous freedom
fighters in Uttar Pradesh,
about whom more infor-
mation should be accessi-
ble. Dissemination of

more information about
well-known freedom
fighters would also in-
crease awareness among
the people, the president
noted.

He said lecture series
could be organized in ed-
ucational institutions in
memory of freedom
fighters and people could
also be made aware of
their life stories through
other mediums. The pres-
ident also exuded confi-
dence that UP will soon
become "Uttam Pradesh".

"With your efforts,
Uttar Pradesh will soon
become Uttam Pradesh.

When the largest state of
the country achieves all
the parameters of devel-
opment, then the coun-
try's development will au-
tomatically get a back-
ing."

"I hope that 25 years
from now, when the na-
tion will celebrate the
centenary of
Independence, by then
UP would have been es-
tablished as the leading
state in India in terms of
parameters of develop-
ment, and our country
would be at the forefront
among the developed
countries," Kovind said.

Azam Khan•s close aide is SP candidate 
for bypoll to Rampur Lok Sabha seat

Azamgarh, Jun 06 (PTI): BJP candidate Dinesh Lal Yadav
'Nirauaha' filed his nomination for the Azamgarh Lok Sabha
bypoll on Monday and exuded confidence that in absence of a
grand alliance the people will vote on development issues and
confirm his victory. The bypoll was necessitated after
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav vacated the seat fol-
lowing his win in the Uttar Pradesh assembly polls. Polling will
be held on June 23. Interacting with reporters after filing his
nomination, Yadav said the Samajwadi Party is out of con-
tention for the seat this time. "The last time (during 2019 Lok
Sabha polls), there was a 'mahagathbandhan' (the alliance of
SP and BSP). But this time, there is no such alliance and victo-
ry is assured. Azamgarh will not vote on caste lines but on de-
velopment," he said. "The equations are completely different
this time," the BJP candidate said, adding that the people of
Azamgarh want to associate themselves with the BJP.

Samajwadi Party candidate Asim Raza files his nomination
papers for the upcoming Lok Sabha by-elections, in Rampur.

BJP's Dinesh Lal Yadav files
nomination for Azamgarh 


