
Police custody
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Tuesday extended by
four days the custodial
interrogation of Alt News
co-founder Mohammed
Zubair in a case related
to an objectionable tweet
he had posted in 2018
against a Hindu deity.
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Snigdha
Sarvaria passed the order
after hearing arguments
from Delhi police as well
as the accused.

CBI arrest
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested a man from
Maharashtra's Latur who
had been absconding in a
Vyapam scam case, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. It
was alleged that during
the Forest Guard
Recruitment Test-2013
conducted by Madhya
Pradesh Professional
Examination Board, also
known as Vyapam, Hari
Om Gupta had appeared
in the written examination
against roll no. 394262
impersonating as original
candidate, they said.

Surrender
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: A notorious
leader of the outlawed
CPI (Maoist), who carried
a reward of Rs 5 lakh on
his head, was arrested in
Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday with a cash of Rs
39 lakh in hand, besides
weapons and explosives. 

Mishap
JJaaiippuurr:: Five people were
killed after their car
rammed into a truck
parked on the roadside in
Ahor area of Rajasthan's
Jalore district, police said
on Tuesday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot have expressed
grief over the incident.

Suicide
BBaarrmmeerr:: A woman and
her son-in-law who were
allegedly having an affair
committed suicide by
hanging themselves from
a tree in Rajasthan's
Barmer district, police
said Tuesday. The
deceased were identified
as Dariya (38) and
Hotaram Bhil (25).

Nabbed
KKoohhiimmaa:: Security forces
apprehended four
smugglers with illegal
teak wood worth Rs 2
crore in Nagaland's
Chumoukedima district,
an official said on
Tuesday. Based on spe-
cific input, Assam Rifles
and Nagaland Police in
a joint operation appre-
hended the four smug-
glers with four truck
loads of Burmese Teak
wood at Jharnapani in
Chumoukedima district,
an Assam Rifles officer
said.
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New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):  

A brand new Pawan
Hans' Sikorsky chopper
with 9 people on board
crashed into the Arabian
Sea, about 50 nautical miles
from the Mumbai coast on
Tuesday, killing four people
-- including three ONGC
employees.

The helicopter, which
was part of the six
Sikorsky S-76D helicopters
that Pawan Hans had re-
cently leased from
Milestone Aviation Group,
was about 4-5 minutes away
from its destination -
ONGC's Sagar Kiran rig -
when the incident took
place, company officials
with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

The chopper went down
around 1145 hrs, just 1 nau-
tical mile away from Sagar
Kiran, but managed to stay
afloat with the help of the
attached floaters, helping
rescuers pull out all the
nine, including two pilots,

after ONGC and
Navy/Coast Guard scram-
bled in one of the fastest
rescue missions in the
western offshore.

Four of the nine pulled
out were unconscious and
airlifted in a Navy chopper
to a hospital in Mumbai,

where they were declared
dead, an official said.

Three of the dead are em-
ployees of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC),
the state-owned firm which
had hired helicopter serv-
ice from Pawan Hans to
support its oil and gas ex-
ploration and production
operations in the western
offshore. The fourth person
belongs to a contractor
working for ONGC.

The circumstances that
led to the incident were not
immediately known but
western offshore had in-
clement weather and there
was a swell in the sea.

Officials said ONGC has
already instituted an in-
quiry into the incident.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
also likely to order a sepa-
rate inquiry.

Detailing sequence, offi-
cials said the chopper took
off from Juhu helibase this
morning just like any other
day but 1 or 1.5 km from the
landing zone on the rig, it
went down into the sea.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The death toll in the
building collapse tragedy
in Mumbai's Kurla area
rose to 18 on Tuesday
evening while 14 persons
were injured, civic offi-
cials said.

Of 32 people rescued
from the debris of the
building located in Naik
Nagar society since mid-
night, 18 were declared
brought dead at hospitals.

Five are admitted in hos-
pitals and nine others
were discharged after
treatment, officials said.

Birju Majhi (21), Rahul
Majhi (23), Pappu Majhi
(35) and Mahesh Majhi (40)
were declared brought
dead at hospitals in the
evening.

Notably, NDRF teams
rescued two pigeons alive
from under the debris
nearly 18 hours after the
incident. The search and
rescue operation is still
underway, officials said.

A wing of the building
located in Naik Nagar so-
ciety collapsed while an-

other wing was evacuated
as it too is dilapidated, said
officials of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).
Search and rescue opera-
tions were underway. As
per a senior official, resi-
dents of the building had
been repeatedly warned
about the condition of the
building, but they insisted
on staying there.

As many as 23 people
were rescued from the de-
bris since midnight. Ten of

them were declared dead,
four were admitted in hos-
pitals, and nine were dis-
charged from hospitals
after treatment, said an of-
ficial.

Doctors at the BMC-run
Rajawadi hospital de-
clared Kishor Prajapati
(20), Sikandar Rajbhar
(21), Arvind Rajendra
Bharati (19), Anup
Rajbhar (18), Anil Yadav
(21) and Shyamu Prajapati
(18) as `brought dead'
around 3 pm, he added.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Striking a re-conciliato-
ry note a day after divest-
ing the portfolios of all
nine rebel Shiv Sena min-
isters and against the
backdrop of the Supreme
Court granting relief to
breakaway MLAs, party
chief Uddhav Thackeray
on Tuesday appealed to
the dissidents camping in
Guwahati to return to
Mumbai and talk to him,
saying it's not "too late".

Thackeray's offer to
mend fences comes
against the backdrop of
controversial statements
made by some Shiv Sena
leaders, especially Sanjay
Raut whose "40 bodies
without soul" statement
had caused a flutter.

"It is not too late. I ap-
peal to you to return and
sit with me and remove
the confusion (created by
your actions) among Shiv
Sainiks and the public," a
statement by Thackeray's
aide quoted him as say-
ing.

"If you return and face
me, some way could be

found. As the party presi-
dent and family head, I
still care for you," he said.

Interestingly, rebel
group leader Eknath
Shinde daring the party to
disclose the names of
some of the MLAs camp-
ing in Guwahati reported-
ly in touch with the party
leadership.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Olympic medallist hock-
ey player Birendra Lakra
has been accused of in-
volvement in the murder
of his childhood friend,
Anand Toppo by the father
of the deceased.

Lakra's friend was found
dead inside his flat in
Bhubaneswar in February
this year and the father of
the deceased, Bandhan
Toppo, has accused the
state police of shielding
the hockey player since he
is serving as a DSP.
Bandhan said he has been
struggling to file an FIR for
the last four months but
the state police did not help
him, forcing him to go pub-

lic with his accusations.
Lakra, 32, was part of

India's bronze medal win-
ning team at the Tokyo
Games and also led the na-
tional side at the Asia Cup,
where the team won a
bronze medal.

"We and Birendra were
next door neighbours, so
naturally Anand was his
childhood friend. On
February 28, we got a call

from Birendra that Anand
is unconscious and he is
taking him to the hospital.
Later he informed us that
Anand is no more,"
Bandhan told PTI.

"We asked him what had
happened but he just told
us to come to
Bhubaneswar. We reached
there next day and we were
taken to the local police
station where the officer
told us Anand had commit-
ted suicide. But there was
no suicide note.

"We were shown Anand
body's after much insis-
tence and on the first look I
saw hand marks on his
neck. But the post mortem
report said it was a sui-
cide," said Bandhan.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI) 

The GST Council on
Tuesday approved
changes in tax rates on
some goods and services
while allowing states to
issue an e-way bill for
intra-state movement of
gold and precious stones,
officials said.

The Council, chaired by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing state counterparts,
also cleared a host of com-
pliance procedures for
GST-registered businesses
along with a GoM report

on high-risk tax payers to
check evasion.

The discussion on the
crucial issues of extension
of compensation to states
beyond June 2022 and the
imposition of 28 per cent

GST on casinos, online
gaming and horse racing,
will take place on
Wednesday.

In the meeting on
Tuesday, the Council ac-
cepted the interim report

of the group of state fi-
nance ministers, headed
by Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj S
Bommai, on rate rationali-
sation, including correc-
tion of inverted duty
structure and removing
tax exemption on some
items, to simplify the rate
structure.

The GoM had suggested
withdrawal of GST ex-
emption on a host of serv-
ices including on hotel ac-
commodation of less than
Rs 1,000 per day and re-
placing it with a 12 per
cent tax.

It also recommended a
levy of 5 per cent GST on
room rent (excluding ICU)
charged for hospitalised
patients where the hospi-
tal room charges are above
Rs 5,000 per day.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The Centre has asked
states and Union territories
to ensure that people taking
part in mass gatherings and
undertaking pilgrimage are
asymptomatic and prefer-
ably fully vaccinated
against COVID-19.

In a letter to states and
UTs on Tuesday, Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said mass gather-
ings in context of various
festivities as well as yatras
are likely to be held in differ-
ent parts of the country in
the coming months, and that
such congregations may po-
tentially facilitate transmis-

sion of infectious diseases,
including COVID-19.

While the trajectory of
COVID-19 cases has declined
significantly from levels
that were observed in earli-
er part of this year, a few
states and UTs across the
country are witnessing a
sustained upswing in the
cases currently. "During
many such events/yatras
lakhs of individuals under-
take intra- and inter-state
journey spanning hundreds
of kilometres with halting
points arranged by volun-
teers and community-based
social/religious organisa-
tions. Such congregations
may potentially facilitate

transmission of infectious
diseases, including COVID-
19," Bhushan said. "All
states and UTs where such
mass gatherings/yatras are
proposed to be held should
widely publicise that all in-
dividuals planning to partic-
ipate in such
gatherings/events are
asymptomatic and prefer-
ably fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. If need
be a special drive for pri-
mary vaccination and pre-
caution dose administration
to all eligible people may be
taken by the administration
at least a fortnight in ad-
vance for those planning to
join," he said in the letter.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The ED has issued fresh sum-
mons to Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut asking him to appear on
July 1 for his questioning in a
money laundering case linked
to alleged irregularities in the
re-development of a Mumbai
'chawl' and related financial
property transactions involv-
ing his wife and alleged asso-
ciates, officials said Tuesday.
The Rajya Sabha member
was issued the first summons
for Tuesday but he sought
more time citing official com-
mitments and a meeting he
was supposed to attend at

Alibaug in Raigad district of
the state.
His lawyers met Enforcement
Directorate officials in
Mumbai on Tuesday and
sought about two-weeks time
for his appearance but the
agency gave him relief only
till this month-end.
"The ED summons was served
late Monday afternoon, so we
made an application to seek
time because the ED has
demanded a few documents,"
Raut's lawyer told reporters
after meeting agency offi-
cials at their regional office
in south Mumbai's Ballard
Estate area.

Jaipur, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Two men slit the throat of
a tailor in Udaipur on
Monday, saying in a video
post on social media that
they are avenging an insult
to Islam and triggering
communal tension in the
Rajasthan city.

Additional police force
was deployed in the city as
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot appealed for calm.

In a video clip posted on-
line, one of the purported
assailants declared that
they had beheaded the man
and then threatened Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

saying their knife will get
him as well.

Four dead as ONGC chopper
crashes into Arabian Sea

Rescue operation underway
after an ONGC helicopter 

carrying nine persons, including
two pilots, fell into the Arabian

Sea off the Mumbai coast. 

ONGC in a statement said
the helicopter carrying nine
persons on board "made an
emergency landing around
11.45 am today on the
Arabian Sea".
The regional contingency
plan was immediately acti-
vated. "With prompt action,
one person was rescued by
lifeboat launched from
ONGC rig Sagar Kiran and
four persons were rescued
by ONGC stand-by vessel
Malviya-16," it said.
"Despite inclement weather
conditions, the rescue oper-
ations were carried out very
swiftly," it added.
Four persons rescued by a
Navy chopper were brought
to the base unconscious.
"Unfortunately, they could
not survive," the statement
said. "ONGC deeply mourns
this tragic loss of lives.

What ONGC said....

18 killed, 14 injured
as building collapses

Rescue operation underway after a four-storey building collapsed
at Naik Nagar in Kurla East, Mumbai, Tuesday.

UDDHAV TO REBEL MLAS

‘Return and talk to me’

Ramesh Bornare, rebel Shiv
Sena MLA from Vaijapur in
Maharashtra's Aurangabad
district, on Tuesday said he
stood firmly with Eknath
Shinde, who has revolted
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, as he knew the
Thane strongman "won't let
anything bad happen to us".
Attacking the present leader-
ship of the party, Bornare said
it should introspect on why
"51 MLAs" have joined Shinde,
a number that is yet to be ver-
ified. Attacking a coterie in
the party, he claimed, "People
around Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray don't allow me to
meet him. Leaders like Sanjay
Raut have used objectionable
language against us. 

Rebel MLA Bornare attacks
Thackeray coterie Striking an aggressive note against the rebel

faction led by Eknath Shinde, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut on Tuesday said those who have
betrayed the party leadership should not be
able to move around. "Traitors should not be
able to roam on the streets," he said, address-
ing a rally at Alibag near here. Raut, at the pub-
lic meeting, also slammed the rebel MLAs'
claim that their fight was for protecting the party's Hindutva
moorings, pointing out that more than half of them were earli-
er with the NCP.

`Traitors' should not be able to roam on streets

SHOCKING TRUTH

Int’l hockey player Lakra accused
of strangulating friend to death

ALL SET FOR RATH YATRA

Construction of chariots in the final stage for the annual Rath Yatra festival of Lord
Jagannath, in Puri, Tuesday.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED summons to
Sanjay Raut for Jul 1

SHAMEFUL ACT

Tailor murdered in Udaipur,
assailants film crime

CENTRE TO STATES

‘Ensure people joining mass gatherings
asymptomatic, vaccinated’

Hotel accomodation and ICU room rent to be cheaper
̈ GST council clears

proposal to remove
tax exemptions on
some items

Chhattisgarh Finance Minister T S Singh Deo said the present
formula for equally splitting revenues from the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) between the Centre and states should be
changed, with a larger share of 70-80 per cent being given to
states. In a letter to Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who is chairing the GST Council meeting here, Deo
said his state has suffered a huge revenue loss under the GST
regime mainly because mining and manufacturing states have
suffered the most under GST, which is a consumption-based
tax. We are presenting the proposal in the GST Council to con-
tinue with the 14 per cent protected revenue provision. If the
protective revenue provision is not continued then the 50% for-
mula for CGST & SGST should be changed to SGST 80 -70% &
CGST 20-30%, said Deo, who is unable to attend the meeting
due to Covid-19 infection.

Give states 70-80% of GST revenue: Singh Deo 

Two people have been detained
for allegedly killing a tailor in
Udaipur, a murder that has trig-
gered communal tension in the
district, police said on Tuesday.
The accused were caught from
Rajsamand district's Bhim area,
they said. Superintendent of
Police, Rajsamand, Sudheer
Chaudhary said the duo was try-
ing to flee on a motorcycle and
were wearing helmets to cover
their faces. "We have confirmed
the identity of the accused,"
Chaudhary said, adding that ten
teams were deployed to nab the
assailants.

2 detained 
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Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Everyone expects equal
opportunities and respect
but some of the classes
are often ignored in our
society. All the people in
the society should get a
chance to live with re-
spect. In this sequel,
Chhattisgarh Udaan Naya
Disha Sanstha ap-
proached the District
Collector with an applica-
tion for conducting a
training session for the
women prisoners. As the
Rakhi festival is round the
corner, the organization
wants to train the women
prisoners for Rakhi mak-
ing and pave the way to
make them self-reliant.
For the past many years,
the organization has been
working towards making
women self-dependent. So
far, about 2500 women
have been trained by the
organization in various
fields. The specialty of the
organization has been
that it gives training to
women on the products
used daily. Taking cog-
nizance of the application,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure dis-

cussed it with SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and as-
sured the organization of
all possible cooperation.

During the Jandarshan
on Tuesday, a person ap-
proached the Collector
with an application for the
demarcation of his own
land. The applicant stated
that he has ancestral agri-
cultural land in village
Chandkhuri of Durg
block. He has applied
many times for demarca-
tion but it has not been
done so far. Therefore, he
requested the Collector to
consider his application
and direct the competent
officer for conducting de-

marcation of his land.
The Collector immediate-
ly directed the concerned
officer to take immediate
action on the application
as well as the other cases
of demarcation.

A woman applicant stat-
ed that her daughter is de-
prived of the right to edu-
cation. She had applied
online for admission with
all the desired documents
under the Right to
Education Act (RTE) but
her daughter did not get
admission. The applicant
stated that she has provid-
ed all the information
sought for admission. The
husband of the applicant

is a driver and they have
three daughters. To build
the future of her daugh-
ters in the right direction,
she wants her daughters
to get admission under
RTI in Khalsa Public
School. The Collector took
cognizance of the situa-
tion and sent the case to
the concerned officer.

The widening and con-
struction work of Khapri -
Kuthelabhatha road is
going on for the last one
year. Drain was to be con-
structed for ensuring
proper drainage of water
but the contractor is con-
stantly neglecting the
work of the drain. In the

absence of drains, the
sewage water of the vil-
lage houses will not be dis-
posed of properly. If the
dirty water spreads on the
roads, there will always be
a possibility of cholera
and water-borne diseases.
Hence, the applicant re-
quested the Collector to
get the drain constructed
in village Kuthelabhatha
as per the tender. The
Collector sent the applica-
tion to the concerned offi-
cer of the Public Works
Department.

In Jandarshan, a differ-
ently abled person also
put his problem before the
Collector. He informed
that he is eligible to get
disabled pension from
Durg Municipal
Corporation. The appli-
cant had also given infor-
mation in Durg Municipal
Corporation but the prob-
lem has not been solved
yet. Taking cognizance of
the matter, the Collector
sent the application to the
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation,
Durg. On Tuesday, a total
of 40 applications were re-
ceived in Collector
Jandarshan.

Women prisoners to get
training of Rakhi making 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve chaired a depart-
mental review meeting in
the auditorium of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation on
Tuesday. As the monsoon
is round the corner, the
Commissioner sought de-
tails about the rain water
harvesting systems at the
private buildings. Officials
said that some people have
not made rain water har-
vesting system even after
getting the building per-
mission certificate. The
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner gave in-
structions to forfeit the se-
curity deposit of such peo-
ple according to the rules.
Initially, 92 people have
been selected whose
amount will be forfeited.

Along with issuing notices
to all of them, information
has been given to them
that their deposit will be
forfeited if they do not in-
stall rain water harvesting
system. Still, these people
have not prepared rain
water harvesting system.
According to their FDR de-
posit, the amount will be
forfeited and with this
amount Municipal
Corporation will make
rain water harvesting sys-

tem in their homes. Since
the year 2011, 4000 people
have not made rain water
harvesting system.
However, after receiving
notices from the corpora-
tion, about 3000 people
have prepared water har-
vesting system. Many peo-
ple are yet to install rain
water harvesting. BMC is
going to take strict action
in these cases. It needs to
be mentioned here that it
is mandatory to install

rain water harvesting in
the houses. Rainwater
Harvesting System is pre-
pared to save the rain
water. Water recharge and
ground water level is
maintained by this system.
In the review meeting, the
Municipal Commissioner
inquired about the works
related to schemes of the
government. He reviewed
the One Home One Tree
Campaign, drain cleaning
and drinking water system

etc. He appreciated the offi-
cers for cleaning the
drains by removing the en-
croachments from the
drains. He instructed them
to ensure prevention of
water logging. He asked
the officers to remain alert
in view of the rain.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu, Superintending
Engineer in-charge
Deepak Joshi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Yesha Lehre,
Amitabh Sharma and NR
Ratnesh, Executive
Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
DK Verma, TK Ranadive,
Sunil Dubey, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Building
Permission Officer
Himanshu Deshmukh and
other officials were pres-
ent.

BMC to forfeit security deposit for 
non compliance of rain water harvesting rule 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Hematology Update
was organised by
Department of
Pathology at SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital and Research
Centre, Sector 9 and
Association of
Pathologist and
Hematologist, Bhilai-
Durg jointly on June 26,
2022 at Conference Hall
JLN Hospital.

Dr Gurmeet Singh,
Chief Consultant
(Hematopathology) and
organising secretary in-
formed that Hematology
Update was attended by
over 80 delegates from
all over the state. The
prominent outstation
speakers were Dr Rahul
Naithani, Hemato-oncol-
ogist, Max Hospital,
New Delhi; Dr Ganesh
Jaishetwar, Yasoda
Hospital Hyderabad; Dr
Avinash Singh from
Paras Hospital, Patna;
Dr S Venkatesan from
Research &Referral
Hospital, New Delhi.

Dr Sameer Behera
from MKKCG Medical
College, Berhampur &
Dr Debendyu De from
BALCO Medical Centre,
Raipur also delivered
lectures. The topics dis-

cussed were low
platelets and its treat-
ment; how drugs have
changed the treatment
of CML, a type of blood
cancer. Important up-
date regarding new
treatment options for
sickle cell disease and a
new drug that changes
the treatment approach
of sickle cell disease
were also highlighted.

One of the highlights
was Chhattisgarh State
Round of National
Hematology Quiz 2022.
Teams from AIIMS
Raipur, Pt JNM Medical
college, Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Medical College, Durg &
JLN Hospital &
Research Centre, Bhilai
particiapted. Dr Prasad
Dange, Assistant
Professor, Department
of Medical Oncology &

Hematology, AIIMS
Raipur was the Quiz
Master.

The team from
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital & Research
Centre comprising of Dr
Shashank Rathor, Dr
Priyadarshi Kumar and
Dr Arpana Choudhary
was the winner and have
qualified for the Zonal
Round. The meeting was
presided over by Chief
Medical Officers of
BSP's Medical & Health
Services Dept, Dr
Ravindranath M & Dr
Pramod Binayake. They
appreciated the organis-
ing of CME by the
Pathology Department
and thanked the guest
speakers for their visit
to Bhilai. Senior
Pathologists form vari-
ous parts of the state
participated in the CME.

Haematology Update organised at
JLN Hospital and Research Centre 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve visited various
areas to inspect the ongo-
ing works of cleaning the
drains before monsoon.
The major nullahs of
those areas which suffered
the problem of water log-
ging during rains have
been cleaned on priority
basis. The areas where the
drainage system was in

bad shape, BMC
Commissioner himself su-
pervised the works. He
summoned the agency offi-
cials on the spot and in-
structed them to focus on
cleaning the drains. He in-
spected the nullahs in dif-
ferent areas of Krishna
Nagar. At many places
there was blockage in the
drains due to garbage. The
Municipal Commissioner
got the blockages cleared
with the help of sanitation
workers. He gave instruc-

tions to the officials to im-
mediately remove the de-
bris which were excavated
from the drains. He in-
spected the Kosanala
where extensive cleaning
has been done. It is worth
mentioning that Mayor
Neeraj Pal had given in-
structions to the officials
to get all the big and small
drains cleaned before the
rain. In this sequence, the
cleaning of drains has
been done before the ar-
rival of monsoon.

BMC Commissioner 
inspects drain cleaning works Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Senior Congress leader
and former BMC Speaker
Rajendra Singh Arora and
Dr Divakar Bharti on
Tuesday asserted that they
have been victimised in a
fabricated case of extor-
tion. It needs to be men-
tioned here that hotel
chain owner Subhash Sao
had lodged a complaint
against Rajendra Singh
Arora and Dr Divakar
Bharti at Supela Police
Station. The case was
lodged under section 384,
34, 506 of IPC. Later, Arora
and Bharti got anticipato-
ry bail from the court.

While addressing media
persons here at Supela,
Rajendra Arora and

Divakar Bharti alleged
that they have been vic-
timised in a fabricated
case. They feared that the
hotel chain owner
Subhash Sao could further
harm them. Considering

the situation, they have
submitted an application
at the office of Police
Superintendent.

Speaking about the
cause of dispute, they stat-
ed that Subhash Sao owns

the Amit International
and Amit Park Hotels.
Instead of reserving the
basement for vehicle park-
ing, Sao is using the base-
ment for commercial pur-
poses. In absence of base-

ment parking, the visitors
park their vehicles on the
road and sometimes the
vehicles are parked on the
national highway also.
Rajendra Arora and Dr
Divakar Bharti had made
a complaint in this regard
after which Subhash Sao
started creating undue
pressure and affecting the
investigations. Arora al-
leged that Subhash Sao
has threatened to trap him
in other fabricated cases.
He informed that they
have appraised the SP
about the malicious inten-
tions of their opponent
and have demanded to pro-
vide an opportunity of
hearing before taking any
action on the complaints
filed by Subhash Sao.

Arora claims victimisation in fabricated extortion case

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Public Health
Engineering section of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Town Services Dept has
appealed to residents not
to indulge in any kind of
construction activity at
their allotted quarters
that would interfere
with upkeep and mainte-
nance of sewage and
drainage systems as well
as drinking water
pipeline systems.
Residents have been cau-
tioned against making
any kind of additional
construction or bound-
ary wall etc over sewer
system or drinking
water pipeline systems
behind their allotted
houses.

Residents have been
advised not to make any
kind of additional con-
struction or concreting

over manholes or inspec-
tion chambers. Likewise,
residents must not en-
croach or make any
unauthorized construc-
tion over storm drains
or else rainwater would
enter manholes result-
ing in choking, which is
turn would result in
rainwater entering
households.

Residents have also
been advised not to dam-
age manholes and in-
spection chambers locat-
ed near their residential
quarters to install any
additional pipelines.

Any kind of tamper-
ing with manholes near
allotted residential quar-
ters would result in in-
convenience and prob-
lems for other residents.
Residents have also been
advised against planting
saplings / trees near
manholes and inspection

chambers or underneath
overhead electrical
wires. Residents have
also been cautioned
against any tampering
with drinking water
pipelines as the same
would result in residents
themselves getting con-
taminated water.
Likewise, residents must
not also tamper with
valve chambers located
near residential quar-
ters as part of drinking
water supply system.

Any temporary or per-
manent construction
over drinking water
pipelines would prevent
proper maintenance of
the system. Similarly,
any temporary or per-
manent construction
over pucca drains would
only result in inconven-
ience to occupants of
residents and their
neighbours.

TSD cautions against construction or 
tampering of Water Supply & Drainage Systems

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Border Security Force
has recovered an impro-
vised explosive device
(Tiffin Bomb) in Antagarh
which was allegedly plant-
ed by Naxals on State
Highway #5. The bomb
was unearthed and suc-
cessfully destroyed. BSF
sources informed that on
the basis of a specific in-
telligence report from
Field G Team of
Antagarh, the troops of
BSF 11th Battalion traced
an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) which was
planted by the naxals near
Milestone 15 on State

Highway #05. The bomb
squad of BSF Regional
Headquarters, Kanker
cautiously unearthed the
IED which was about five
kilograms in weight. The

bomb was taken to a lonely
place and destroyed.

The naxals had planted
this IED to target the secu-
rity forces and common
people. With its proactive
and strategic working,
BSF once again foiled the
naxal bid of spreading vio-
lence. On this achieve-
ment, IG SK Tyagi (BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai) appreciated and
greeted the BSF officers /
personnel. He assured the
common people that BSF
is committed to provide se-
curity to them and will
continue to deliver its du-
ties with dedication and
courage.

Tiffin bomb unearthed; destroyed 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2288:: The online admis-
sion process for Under Graduate
Courses of BA, BCom, B Sc, BCA,
BBA and BAJMC has been started
in St Thomas College, Bhilai from
June 16, 2022 onwards. St
Thomas College, Bhilai is affiliat-
ed from Hemchand Yadav
Vishwvidyalaya, Durg in which
along with above mentioned UG
courses, Post Graduate courses
MSc Mathematics,  Chemistry,
Physics, Microbiology,
Biotechnology, Botany, Zoology,
IT, Computer Science,
Electronics MA English,
Economics, Psychology, MCom,
BAJMC and BEd courses are also
available. The results of 12th CG
Board are already declared and
for these students online admis-

sion process for Under Graduate
Courses are going on. Admission
for Second Year, Third Year and
all PG Courses will start after
declaration of their respective
results. Students of CBSE board
can apply online for UG First Year
after declaration of their results.
The college also provides
Research Centre in MSc
Chemistry, Microbiology and
Biotechnology. For the admission
in UG First Year students can
apply online on the website of
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwvidyalaya, Durg. For admis-
sion in BAJMC, students can
apply on the website of Kusha
Bhau Thakre Patrkarita avam
Jansanchar Vishwvidyalaya,
Raipur. 

Online admission begins
in St Thomas College
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CONSTRUCTION OF SQUARE

Digging for the construction of square at the three turning point towards Gudhiyari has been started here on Tuesday.

Awareness rally  taken out to
make the city polythene free

Raipur, Jun 28: An
awareness rally was taken
out to make the city poly-
thene free. The rally,
which started from the
Municipal Corporation
headquarters building,
ended at Jai Stambh
Chowk via Kotwali. The
rally organised by Aas Ek
Prayas in association with
Raipur Municipal
Corporation in which slo-
gans city and nation to be
made single use plastic
free were raised by the
participants. On this occa-
sion 1,500 biodegradable
carry bags were made
available by the Raipur
Municipal Corporation,
which were distributed to

the people and were in-
formed that it is an alter-
native to plastic. The rally
was inaugurated by
Additional Commissioner,
Sunil Chandravanshi,
Vikas Chaturvedani,
Satyaprakash Singh,
Regional Office of
Environment Department
Prasanna Sonkar by sign-
ing the green letter. School
children with the office
bearers of the organisa-
tion, founder of Sparsh Ek
Prayas Welfare
Foundation, Anita Lunia,
Madhu Jain, Bhavna
Agarwal, Mohan Warliani
from Green Army, Sunil
Sharma, Kripa Devi
Sharma, Gaurav Sharma,

Yogesh Sharma, Sunita
Chandrasoria from Durga
College, Nav Srijan Manch
were present

It was informed in the
rally that plastic carry
bags, non woven bags, dis-
posables are banned. Non
woven is more dangerous
than plastic, avoid using it.
Use metal utensils instead
of disposables. Children
also learned about the spe-
cialty of biodegradable
bags, how it gets destroyed
without harming the envi-
ronment and animals. The
special thing about the
rally was that the children
had brought water from
home in a bottle for them-
selves.

Ch’garh govt orders coronavirus sample checking 

Raipur, Jun 28: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment ordered that sam-
ples of passengers com-
ing from other states be
checked at airports or
border posts in order to
keep the COVID-19 infec-
tion count in check, an
official said. The state on
Monday recorded 125
COVID-19 cases at a posi-
tivity rate of 1.22 per
cent, taking the tally to
11,53,867, while the death

toll remained un-
changed at 14,036, an offi-
cial said.

Durg led with 28 cases,
followed by 26 in Raipur,
nine each in Surguja and
Bemetara and eight in
Bilaspur, while 10 dis-
tricts did not report any
case, he said. The recov-
ery count reached
11,39,074 after 64 persons

recovered, leaving the
state with an active tally
of 757, the official said.
With 10,268 samples ex-
amined during the day,
the overall number of
tests went up to
1,78,68,812, he added.

The General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has written
to divisional commis-
sioners, inspector-gener-
als of police, collectors
and superintendents of
police to ensure strict
compliance of the in-
structions related to
COVID-19 sample check-
ing for passengers arriv-
ing at airports in the

state.
A government state-

ment added that samples
of passengers coming
through inter-state bor-
der check posts must be
examined by deploying
health teams in coordi-
nation with the trans-
port department.

State Nodal Officer of
Corona Control
Campaign, Dr. Subhash
Mishra said that instruc-
tions have been given to
gear up corona test and
treatment at the district
level in view of increas-
ing cases of corona
virus. The number of
sample tests is being in-

creased continuously, so
that more and more pa-
tients can be identified
and provided treatment
to the infected patients.
According to the Health
Department, more than
4 crore 13 lakh vaccina-
tions have been done so
far in the state to prevent
corona. A target has
been set to vaccinate 1.99
crore people above the
age of 18 years. In this,
the first dose has been
administered to 100% of
the people, while 89 per-
cent have been given
both the doses. A total of
11 percent are yet to get
the second dose.

Raipur Smart City Ltd. organises
Career Mantra workshop 

Raipur, Jun 28: Raipur
Smart City Ltd organized
“Career Mantra” work-
shop for the students of
RD Tiwari School being
run under Swami
Atmanand scheme, on 7th
anniversary of Smart City
Mission. Consultative
Member of NITI Aayog,
Government of India,
Jawahar Surisetty,
Linguist Vidyapati Shukla
provided useful guidance
to the students to deter-
mine their career and
achieve their goals.

Addressing the students
of RD Tiwari English
Medium School, educa-
tionist Jawahar Surisetty
motivated them to build
their career through edu-
cation. ‘Set goals and work
hard till your dreams come

true’, he told the students.
‘It is very easy to speak

English. Just make it a
habit to make five new sen-
tences every day’, said
Linguist Shukla while ad-
dressing children. School
children expressed their
curiosity regarding focus
in studies, career selection

and getting out of depres-
sion. The academicians lis-
tened to them seriously
and resolved their ques-
tions.

Ashish Mishra Raipur
Smart City Ltd., General
Manager, Public Relations
suggested the children to
enhance their efficiency

through “SWOT” analysis
by setting their own goals.
He exhorted the students
to work hard to achieve
their goals and move
ahead with discipline to
make Raipur proud. Quiz
was organized for the stu-
dents on the occasion of
the anniversary of Smart
City Mission and their
knowledge was enriched
with questions related to
Smart City Raipur.

School Principal Rakesh
Gupta described this event
and the guidance of acade-
micians as useful for the
all-round development of
the students. The com-
mand and control center
“Daksh” campus of
Raipur Smart City Ltd.
was also visited by the stu-
dents of this school.

Dr. Poornashree Raut bags
second place in the country

Raipur, Jun 28: Dr.
Poornashree Raut, posted in
the Department of Culture,
Chhattisgarh has got the sec-
ond position in the cultural
and sports competition of All
India Civil Service Music
Dance Play Competition 2021-
22. It is noteworthy that the All
India Civil Service Music and
Dance Competition was organ-
ised by the Central Civil
Services Cultural and Sports
Board from  June 23rd to  June
26th in New Delhi. Dr.

Poornashree Raut, posted in
the Department of Culture,
Chhattisgarh has got the sec-
ond position in the field of
dance. For this achievement of
Dr. Poornashree Raut,
Director of Culture and
Archeology Department, Mr.
Vivek Acharya has congratu-
lated and  extended his wishes.
It is worth mentioning that Dr.
Poornashree Raut is
renowned Odissi dancer. She
has also performed in many
state and country level events.

Research Scholars’ conclave
gets underway at NIT 

Raipur, Jun 28: A three-
day multi-disciplinary
Research Scholars’
Conclave commenced at
the National Institute of
Technology, Raipur on
Tuesday. The objective of
the

event is to provide the
students with a valuable
learning experience and
to provide proper guid-
ance to publish articles in
reputed journals.

Organizers shared that
an overwhelming re-
sponse of 270 abstracts
has been received and in
coming years this con-
clave will be far more fre-
quent and grand. The ab-
stracts book of Research
Scholar Conclave 2022
with ISBN number has
been unveiled in this in-
augural event.

After that, Dr.
Shubhashis Sanyal ad-
dressed the scholars and
encouraged them to write
their papers in their own
words instead of just com-
piling from online

resources. Further Dr. P.

Y. Dhekne, the chief guest
in his address, pointed out
some basic mistakes that
scholars usually make
and also encouraged
scholars to help each
other while working.

Ms. Suvira Srivastav,
Editorial Director,
Journals, Springer
Nature was the speaker at
the keynote session. She
started her address by em-
phasizing the fact of
being an effective commu-
nicator is very essential
for a research scholar. In
her address, she talked
about logical manuscript
structure, dealing with
plagiarism, effective pub-
lication strategies, and
ways of identifying an ap-
propriate journal. She
ended the session by shar-

ing the ways of being a
smart and aware author
through published arti-
cles efficiently.

Dr. Shirish Verma,
Dean (Academics), Dr.
(Mrs.) A. B. Soni, Dean
(Faculty Welfare), Dr. R.
K. Tripathi, Dean
(Planning and
Development) and Dr. Arif
Khan, Registrar, and
HoDs are the members of
advisory committee.
Various technical ses-
sions of abstract presen-
tation from 18 depart-
ments are being held at

different locations in-
side the campus including
Kalpana Chawala
Auditorium, Sir. M.
Vishveswarya Hall,
Vikram Sarabhai Hall, G4
classroom and IT Hall.

Facing challenges is part of
capability: Mahila Morcha chief

Raipur, Jun 28: National
President of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Mahila
Morcha Vanathi
Srinivasan on Tuesday
said that the nomination
of Mrs Draupadi Murmu
for the Presidential elec-
tions by the BJP-led NDA
government at the Centre,
could be seen as women
power. She further stated
that the successfully fac-
ing the challenges is part
of our capability and
added that contribution in
nation building is possible
for women in the BJP only
as it is not possible in
other political parties.

She added that women
have to fight with chal-

lenges to work for a strong
nation.

She made the above
statement while address-
ing a convention of BJP
Mahila Morcha of
Chhattisgarh Unit.

Addressing the training
camp, the former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
said that Women power
has taken a resolution to
change the society with
progress and added that
strong ideology of the
party keeps on motivating
to work for the society.

Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik claimed that the
erstwhile BJP govern-

ment in Chhattisgarh is
still remembered for the
development works un-
dertaken during the 15
years rule whereas the
present incumbent
Congress has failed to de-
liver for the people of
Chhattisgarh as it is con-
centrating to work for
Congress high-command.
He further added that
Mahila Morcha members
would give befetting reply
to anti-people government
of Chhattisgarh.

BJP Organisational
General Secretary Pawan
Sai and Raipur
Parliamentarian Sunil
Soni also addressed the
convention.

Govt reshuffles 37 IAS officers,
including 19 district collectors

Raipur, Jun 28: The
Chhattisgarh government
on Tuesday issued trans-
fer and posting orders to 37
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers, in-
cluding 19 district collec-
tors.

As per the order issued
by Dr Kamalpreet Singh,
secretary of the state’s
General Administration
Department (GAD), the 19
districts that will get new
collectors are Raipur,
Korba, Bilaspur,
Kabirdham, Kanker, Durg,
Bemetara, Dantewada,
Surguja, Janjgir-Champa,
Balod, Bastar, Kondagaon,

Rajnandgaon, Mungeli,
Sukma, Balrampur-
Ramanujganj, Raigarh
and Balodabazar-
Bhatapara.

“As per the order, 2009
batch IAS officer Priyanka
Shukla, who was posted as
Special Secretary, Health
and Family Welfare de-
partment and state
Mission Director, National
Health Mission, has been
appointed as Kanker col-
lector, while Raipur collec-
tor Saurabh Kumar has
been made Bilaspur collec-
tor and Durg collector
Bhure Sarveshwar
Narendra will replace him
as Raipur collector,” an of-
ficial said.

He said Kondagaon col-
lector Pushpendra Meena
will be new Durg collector,
and Meena has been re-
placed in Kondagaon by

Dantewada collector
Dipak Soni.

“Sukma collector Vineet
Nandanwar will take over
as Dantewada collector.
Kanker collector Chandan
Kumar has been shifted to
Bastar as collector.
Incumbent Bastar collec-
tor Rajat Bansal will be the
new Balodabazar-
Bhatapara collector,” he
added.

As per the order,
Bilaspur collector Saransh
Mittar has been appointed
as managing director of
Chhattisgarh Road
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
while Surguja collector
Sanjeev Jha will be new
Korba collector.

“Korba collector Ranu
Sahu has been shifted as
Raigarh collector. The 2008
batch IAS official Bhim

Singh, who was posted as
Raigarh collector, has
been made Chief
Executive Officer of Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar
Development Authority
and also given additional
charge as Commissioner,
Commercial taxes,” the of-
ficial informed.

(in box with above)
Bisnoi posted as IG

Registration
Raipur: The 2009 batch

Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) Officer
Sameer Bisnoi working as
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Chhattisgarh
InfoTech Promotion
Society (ChIPS), has been
given additional responsi-
bility of Inspector General
Registration and
Publications in the reshuf-
fle here.

Durg Collector
Bhure Sarveshwar
Narendra shifted to
Raipur

For pax at airports,
border posts to rein
in pandemic

Shashi Sahu wins
four gold medals

In 74 kg weight category
in Weightlifting

Raipur, Jun 28: Shashi
Sahu, a well-known power
lifter from capital city and
working as regular em-
ployee of Bank of Baroda
(BoB) won four gold
medals in 74 kg category
in lifting 130 KG (Scot); 80
Kg (bench press), 155 Kg
(Dead Lift), totalling 365
Kg. Shashi Sahu also won
the title of Strong Man.
The management of Bank
of Baroda (BoB) Raipur
branch and entire city is
proud of this achievement
of Sahu.

Raipur, Jun 28:
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board (CG
VYAPAM) is going to con-
duct MSC Nursing
(MSCN22) and Post Basic
Nursing (PBN2) entrance
examinations 2022 on July
3. In first shift MSC
Nursing entrance exami-
nation will be held be-
tween 10 am and 12:15 pm
while in second shift be-

tween 2 pm and 4:15 pm
Post Basic Nursing
Entrance Examination
will be conducted at seven
examination centres. The
Collector has appointed
Deputy Collector Ruchi
Sharma as the nodal offi-
cer for the smooth conduct
of the examination.

Additional Collector in-
formed that in the first
shift 2422 candidates will

appear in examination
while 2746 candidates will
appear in the examination
in second shift. During the
examination, it will be
mandatory for all the ex-
aminees and officers-em-
ployees to follow social dis-
tancing, sanitization,
wearing masks and all
other guidelines as per the
guidelines of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

MSc Nursing entrance exam on 3rd July
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FIRST-HAND-REPORT

Mayor Ejaz Dhebar inspecting the working in one of RMC’s Zone office as part of ‘Mor
Mayor, Mor Dwar’ campaign.

‘MAIC United won 7

awards at Midcon’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 28: JCI
RAIPUR MAIC UNITED
participated in MIDCON
(Mid-Year Conference) of
JCI India Zone-IX 2022.
Midcon is a one-day Multi
local organization meet
conference in which local
organizations are
Recognized for their
Activities through Half
Year. It was Hosted by JCI
BALANGIR CITY on 19
June at Sambalpur.

Eight officer of JCI
Raipur MAIC United at-
tended the MIDCON.
Members actively partici-
pated in various programs
like Photo Display
Competition, Reels compe-
tition on Bollywood
Theme, Bollywood tambo-
la, best local organization
dress up, Mr and Miss
Midcon, EPS (Effective
public specking), Group
dance competition in old
Bollywood songs and
many more.

JCI Raipur MAIC
United bagged Winner in

Management Area, 2nd
Runner in PR & Marketing
and Program Area, Silver
Award in G&D, Half LGB
Registration Award for the
registration of their 8
members.

JC Poorvi Mundra got
1st Prize in Reel
Competition, JCI Raipur
MAIC United also got 2nd
Prize in Photo Display
Competition.

JCI Raipur MAIC
United participated in
Midcon in the Guidance of
Respected Chairman PPP
JFR JCI Sen Rajesh
Agrawal, Respected
Principal JC Dr Jyoti
Janswamy, Chapter con-
venor JCI Sen Jaya Arora,
Chapter Coordinator JC
Dr Shweta Tiwari,
Chapter Incharge JC HGF
Ujjwal Patel.

It was a memorable day
for the Members of JCI
Raipur MAIC United, they
really enjoyed to the fullest
at Midcon, informs Dr.
Jyoti Janswamy, I/C
Principal, MAIC, in a
press release.

Student Cabinet of SXHS administered oath

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2288:: The Investiture
Ceremony of St. Xavier’s High
School (SXHS) was organized
with its usual splendor and
gusto on June 28, 2022. 

The newly appointed cabi-
net members who were chosen
through a democratic process
and other ministers who were
appointed by mean of impartial

selection were honoured on
this occasion. They were
bestowed with scarves and
badges specially designed for
the purpose. They took their
oath of office and promised to
uphold the dignity of their posi-
tions with dexterity and sincer-
ity. On this solemn occasion
they acknowledged the wishes

of their mentors, Chairman Dr.
A.F. Pinto and Managing
Director Madam Dr. Grace
Pinto. The scarves and badges
were put by the principal and
other staff members and hon-
ourable chief guest Virendra
Chandra, TI Mandir Hasod,
who made this occasion mem-
orable. 

Lecture held on non-equilibrium
Thermodynamic approach 

Bilaspur, Jun 28: The
Department of Chemistry,
GGU, Bilaspur has organ-
ised a Scientific lecture on
the topic “Membrane
Separation Processes
( N o n - E q u i l i b r i u m
T h e r m o d y n a m i c
Approach)” which was de-
livered by Prof. Bali Ram,
Department of Chemistry,
Institute of Science,
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), Varanasi.

The lecture started with
brief introduction of emi-
nent speaker by Prof G K
Patra, Head , Department
of Chemistry, GGV,
Bilaspur.

He has discussed vari-
ous aspects of different fil-
tration technology that are
useful for the purification
of waste water. Special em-
phasis was given on new
generation membrane
technology. Nylon 6 and

Nylon 66 and titanium
oxide based membrane are
widely used due to low
cost, long life and high sta-
bility.

He has suggested the
students and the young
Faculty members to syn-
thesize the new materials
which may be found suit-
able for membranes filter

to overcome the existing
problems observed in
today’s door to door used
different RO for purifica-
tion of Drinking water.
The students are enriched
through the lecture and
discussed their queries.
The Vote of thanks has
been given by Dr Charu
Arora.

Energy Secy meet senior
officials in Ch’garh

Ambikapur, Jun 28: The
Principal Secretary Energy
of Rajasthan Government
Bhaskar A Sawat (IAS) and
Chairman and MD
RRVUNL RK Sharma dur-
ing two-day tour to Raipur
and Chhattisgarh met the
senior officials and held dis-
cussions to ensure regular
supply of coal to Rajasthan.
The officials of
Chhattisgarh government
assured duo that they will
ensure that Rajasthan does
not face any power crisis
and would make all possible
efforts to avoid the same.

It is notable here that
RRVUNL at present is hav-
ing total production capaci-
ty of 7,580 MW and out of
which coal for generation of
4380 MW comes from
Chhattisgarh. In this way
half of the power genera-
tion in Rajasthan is purely
dependent upon
Chhattisgarh. Rajasthan
has been allocated three
coal mines in Chhattisgarh
and out of which there is
total production of 150 lakh
MT annually from Parsa
East Kanta Basan (PEBK)
Block. But there is hardly
less amount of coal left in

thie PEBK first leg and so
far work in the second
phase has not being started
and it may lead to some
power crisis in Rajasthan if
not started soon.

On Monday, Sawant and
Sharma met Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Secretary to the CM, DGP
Ashok Juneja and PCCF RK
Chaturvedi. On Tuesday,
Sharma met the Collector
Surguja SK Jha and also
urged the local district ad-
ministration to extend a
helping hand to start coal
excavation from second
mine soon.

Both Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh state and local
administration at one place
where are committed for en-
suring power supply round
the clock, on the other are
also concerned about the
environment. Plantation of
more than 8 lakh saplings
has been done in reclaim
area of PEBK mine and it
has now developed in the
form of a forest. In addition
to this in order to control
adverse effect from excava-
tion of coal from coal
mines, the Forest depart-
ment of Chhattisgarh has

planted 40 lakh saplings.
RRVUNL is a responsible
institution and is also
working for empowerment
of local people in the field
of Health and Education
and establishing new CSR
standards, says Sawant.

After meeting Collector
Ambikapur SK Jha,
Sharma answering to
queries of journalists said
that half the coal for gener-
ation of 4340 MW of power
in Rajasthan goes from cap-
tive coal mines of
Chhatisgarh and therefore
the state is more concerned
about the same. The
Principle Energy Secretary
Bhaskar Samant will also
be visiting here tomorrow
and has held talks with
Chief Secretary, DGP and
PCCF and apprised them
about the danger looming
large on power front in
Rajasthan. If the state does
not get coal from captive
coal mines of
Chhattisgarh, than it may a
difficult situation for entire
Rajasthan.

It is notable here that
Energy Secretary
Rajasthan Bhanwar Singh
Bhati in a Tweet has men-
tioned that due to some offi-
cial work he could not visit
Chhattisgarh, but has
made an appeal to the
Chhattisgarh government
and local administration of
Ambikapur to start the
mining work from coal
mines sanctioned to
Rajasthan state soon.

Lecture on multidisciplinary facility of NEP-2020

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 28: A lec-
ture series has been organ-
ized in Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) by the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) -
Human Resource
Development Center with
the aim of spreading
awareness regarding
National Education Policy
2020 in the sequence of
which, the second lecture
was delivered at 10 a.m. on
June 28, 2022 by Prof.
Neelima Gupta, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Harisingh
Gour University, Sagar
(MP) on NEP-2020:
Multidisciplinary.

Presiding over at the

commencement of the lec-
ture, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that the lecture series
started by the University
Grants Commission with
the aim of spreading
awareness regarding the
National Education Policy
2020 is beneficial for all.
National Education
Policy 2020 will set new
paradigms of education
and teaching. The provi-
sions made under this are
helpful in making the stu-
dents self-reliant.

The Vice-Chancellor of

Dr. Harisingh Gour
University, Sagar, Prof.
Neelima Gupta, while giv-
ing a lecture on the topic
of Multidisciplinary, said
that for the holistic devel-
opment of the students,
the facility of multidisci-
plinary option has been
provided in the National
Education Policy 2020.
Being multidisciplinary,
students can choose sub-
jects according to their
convenience. In the tradi-
tional policy, students
studying science, humani-
ties or arts subjects had to
complete their education

in the relevant subject it-
self, but in the National
Education Policy 2020,
students will have the op-
tion of choosing from dif-
ferent subjects.

For this, under the
National Education
Policy 2020, emphasis on
induction program, maxi-
mum use of information
technology and technolo-
gy facilities, multidiscipli-
nary research, social-in-
dustrial relations, skill de-
velopment, accreditation
of institutions, examina-
tion reform, teacher train-
ing, continuous evalua-
tion process of students
and components like
Learning Outcome Based
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Framework etc. have been
combined. In the lecture,
Professor Gupta dis-
cussed in detail the sub-
ject of Multidisciplinary
Education and Research
University along with
Hostic Multidisciplinary

Education of the stu-
dents. She also highlight-
ed MoUs, collaborations
and patents and the
National University
Foundation.

Earlier, Director HRDC,
Dr. Ratnesh Singh wel-
comed the guests and in-
troduced the theme of the
webinar. In the end, the
vote of thanks was given
by Assistant Director, Dr.
Ashutosh Singh. The we-
binar was organized on
the online platform
Webex in which 221 par-
ticipants from different
parts of the country par-
ticipated.

264 lectures are being
organized by various 66
Human Resource
Development Centers of
the country in a series of
four lectures directed by
the University Grants
Commission, for the suc-
cessful implementation of
National Education
Policy 2020.

CU declares
exam result 

Bilaspur, Jun 28:
Guru Ghasidas
Vi s h w av i d y a l ay a
(Central University)
has declared the fol-
lowing results through
notification number
1900/Confidential/Res
ult/2022 dated June 23,
2022 - 1. B.Tech 6th
Semester, Mechanical
Engineering; 2. B.Tech
6th Semester,
Industrial and
P r o d u c t i o n
Engineering; 3.
B.Tech VIII Semester
(Old) Chemical
Engineering; 4.
B.Pharma, 8th
Semester.

Adivasi Cong stages satyagraha demanding roll-back of Agnipath scheme
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2288::  Adivasi Congress
led by its District President
Bhavani Markam here on
Monday held protests against
Agnipath’ military recruitment
scheme, demanding the central
government to roll-back it
immediately and stop “playing
with the future” of the youth.

The Congress leaders and
activists observed a “peaceful
Satyagraha” in all assembly
constituencies across the coun-
try on Monday to demand a
withdrawal of the new scheme.
They blamed the BJP-led central
government for deceiving the
youth while claiming the new

military recruitment scheme
has lowered the prestige of the
armed forces too. The members
of Adivasi Congress following
the directives of PCC sat on
dharna at Vidhan Sabha
(North).  Carrying placard in
support of policy’s roll-back,
the protestors raised anti-gov-

ernment slogans. They
opposed “dictatorial policies
of BJP” besides highlighting
other anti-youth, anti-farmers
and anti-labour policies of the
saffron party, Markam said.
“We have held Satyagraha
here to stand by the youth of
this country and in support of

the immediate roll-back of the
policy”, Markam added. He
said the youth of this country
has been “deceived by the
BJP-led central government.”
The BJP had promised two
crore jobs annually and one
rank one pension but it
betrayed the youth, and
imposed huge taxes on com-
mon man, he alleged. He
opposed heavy taxes and
power tariff hike in rural India
amidst “unprecedented price
rise.”

He asked the people to
oppose the wrong policies of
the government.

Ch’garh govt is working to save
tribal cultural heritage: CM

Raipur, Jun 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the convention of
tribal society organised at
Sarna Ethnic Resort in
Jashpur. While addressing
the conference, the Chief
Minister said that our gov-
ernment is working to
save the cultural heritage
of the tribal society. A
three-day tribal confer-
ence was organised in
Raipur, in which artists
from across the country
and abroad showed their
cultural art. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
to preserve the tribal soci-
ety during the meeting, ap-
proval is being given for
the construction work of
Devsthal, Devgudi. In the
conference, the tribal soci-
ety welcomed the Chief
Minister with a tradition-
al shawl and sword-shield.
The Chief Minister said
that the Scheduled Tribes
Department has been in-

structed to study and pre-
pare its report to remove
the problem faced by the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in mak-
ing the caste certificate.
He said that in view of the
demand of parents and
children for admission in
Swami Atmanand
Government English
Medium School, the num-
ber of these schools is
being increased. This
year 76 more new Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium Schools
are being started. The
number of Swami

Atmanand English
schools in the state has
increased to 247.

Continuous efforts are
being made to ensure
that more and more chil-
dren get admission in
these schools. The num-
ber of seats in each class
has been increased from
40 to 50 now. The Chief
Minister said that better
health facilities were pro-
vided to the people in the
state during the Corona
period. Our government
is doing better work in
the direction of provid-
ing health, education and

employment and people
are getting its benefits.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that in order to
make farmers financially
self-reliant, input sub-
sidy is being given under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. All Kharif crops
and horticulture crops
have been included in
this scheme.
Arrangements have been
made for immediate pay-
ment of paddy purchase
from farmers on support
price. The purchase of
Kodo-Kutki, Ragi is also
being done on support
price. Pulses will also be
procured in the state on
support price. He said
that the weather of
Jashpur district is favor-
able for agriculture.

Chilli, tau, cashew, tea,
litchi and pear are well
cultivated here. To make
the village financially
self-sufficient, Gauthan
is being developed as an
industrial park. In
Gouthan, the women self-
help group are taking
economic benefits by en-
gaging in various in-
come-oriented activities.

Our priority is to
improve health,
education and
employment

p Lecture series
organized under
NEP-2020 aware-
ness in CU

Raipur, Jun 28: The first
general body meeting of
the Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Council was held
on Sunday at Vrindavan
Hall, Raipur. In  the meet-
ing, cricket lovers from all
over the state participated
in large numbers for the
development of the game.
The meeting was started
by lighting the lamp and
offering prayer to Lord
Ganesh. State convener,
Praveen Jain highlighted
the main reasons for the
formation of the Cricket
Council and its objectives,

as well as provided de-
tailed information about
the constitution of the in-
stitution to the people
present. Praveen Jain said
in his speech that a large
number of cricket players
in the state fail to get  big
platforms, due to which
Chhattisgarh rank among
the last in the entire coun-
try even after being such a
popular sport. Without the

permission of the cricket
council, no events can take
place and it is not in their
jurisdiction to grant per-
mission, due to which
there are technical prob-
lems in organising big
events. For this reason,
mainly the talented crick-
eters of Chhattisgarh state
will be provided big oppor-
tunities in regular T20,
ODI and Test matches etc.

State players  to get opportunity to play
T20, One Day and Test matches

Decision taken in
the first general
body meeting of
Chhattisgarh
Cricket Council  



DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuunn  2288:: Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara is fast
emerging city on old Dhamtari-
Raipiur main road. Here the state
government spent lakhs to get
bus stand constructed for con-
venience of the people. But even
after 10 years not a single bus
stop here! There are many buses
plying on Raipur- Dhamtari main
road daily and they all stops near
a hotel at the Old Bus Stand for
about 30-40 minutes. With buses
stopping on the main road, it
generally hinders traffic and in
view of this the New Bus Stand
was constructed in Bhakhara and
thereare chances of accidents
taking place.  But due to
adamant an attitude on part of
the bus operators, there is often
herd of cattle or those from
‘Devar dera’ seen here. The gov-
ernment spending lakhs has con-
structed the new Bus Stand and
passenger waiting room with all
other facilities, but the bus oper-
ators generally stops near the old
Bus Stand, which is near the

hotel. This poses lots of incon-
venience to the passenger board-
ing the buses and set aside this it
also causes problems in traffic-
jam and congestion. This is caus-
ing threat to some or the other
road accidents and passengers
made to face traffic related prob-
lems on daily basis. TI Traffic
Police should act tough against
such violators of traffic and force
all the bus operators to stop their
vehicles at the new Bus Stand
and those not adhering to the
orders should face action. 

With buses being parked at
random places, the passengers
are in fix and many of them often
miss their buses and therefore
they all have urged to streamline
the system and make it mandato-
ry for all the bus operators to
park their vehicles near the new
Bus Stand itself.

GGoouurreellaa,,  PPeennddrraa,,  MMaarrwwaahhii,,  JJuunn
2288:: The party workers of JCC (J)
GPM in protest against massive
corruption rampant in the dis-
trict and to stop power cut to
start sand mining; ensure avail-
ability of seeds and fertilizers
to farmers; starting construc-
tion of by-pass road and other,
staged massive protest here on
Monday and later went to sub-
mit a memorandum to the

Collector. But mid-way they
were stopped by the police and
this led to minor scuffle with
the police and it was here that
the SDM Pushpendra Tripathi
stopped there and he was sub-
mitted the memorandum. This
massive demonstration and
protest was held under leader-
ship of JCC (J) President Amit
Jogi and along with him,
President of District Ram
Shankar Rai, District President
(urban) Ashok, city president
Pendra Santosh Sahu,
President Gourela Umesh

Agrawal, Vinay Choubey from
Marwahi, Nirman Jaiswal,
Ramniwas Tiwari, OP Jaiswal,

Aruna Jaiswal and other party
workers were present in large
number.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  29,  2022

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jun 28: The
newly constructed rail-
way under-bridge, near
the Pendra Road railway
station coming under
SECR, which was con-
structed at the cost of Rs
3 crore is still facing
water-logging even after
18 months of its con-
struction and causing
huge problems to passer-
by. It is notable here that
in view of heavy traffic
from Pendra Road rail-
way station on Bilaspur -
Katna route, the rail-
way’s got this railway
under-bridge constructed

and for public conven-
ience it was opened 18
months back. But the
drainage system for out-
flow of water from this
under-bridge is not work-
ing to its full capacity

and it is leading to water-
logging.

The drains of the
drainage system are fully
choked and on top of it,
there is constant seepage
of water from the slab of

the bridge. This under-
bridge is being used by
small cars, jeeps, motor-
cycle and those on foot.
But with water-logging
even after light rains is
posing lots of problems
for the vehicle riders and
passer-bys.

It is for many months
that waterlogging is
there inside this railway
under-bridge causing in-
convenience to passer-
bys. The citizens are of
the opinion that at one
place where the railway
is not taking this com-
plaint seriously, on the
other the Nagar
Panchayat Gourela too is
showing carelessness in
cleaning of drinage
pipes.

Waterlogging in rly 
under-bridge posing problems
 To vehicle riders

and passer-bys

JCC (J) staged protest, submits memo

 In support of their
demands

Jagdalpur, Jun 28: Efforts
are being made to provide
better health facilities to
the citizens of the state and
to save the expenditure on
treatment of rare diseases.
Expanding the Sanjeevani
Sahayata Fund, the state
government has decided to
implement the
Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana
(MVSSY). Under this

scheme, treatment facility
for rare diseases up to a
maximum of Rs 20 lakh is
being provided to eligible
families of the state.
Chhattisgarh is the first
state, which is providing
such a huge amount for the
treatment of diseases to its
citizens so that a healthy
and better Chhattisgarh
can be built. Under the
MVSSY five patients are

getting help from Bastar
district. According to infor-
mation received from the
office of Civil Surgeon cum
Chief Hospital
Superintendent Maharani
Hospital Jagdalpur,
Aaravati Kashyap and
Anjali Das suffering from
breast cancer have been
sent to Raipur for radio-
therapy after completion of
8 cycles of Chemotherapy
at Maharani Hospital.
Similarly, Lakhansingh
Nag, who was suffering
from lung cancer, has been
sent to Raipur for radiation
therapy after completing 6
cycles of chemotherapy at
Maharani Hospital. Heart
patients Sampat Panth and
Jogo Suraj have been sent
to Raipur for treatment.

Five from Bastar 
benefitted under MVSSY

Kharora, Jun 28:

As per instructions from
PCC and DCC Raipur
(rural), Vidhan Sabha-wise
‘Satyagrah Andolan’ was
organised at Kharora
‘Tigadda Chowk’ under
leadership of MLA
Dharshiwa Anita
Yogendra Sharma and con-

venership of BCC
President Saurabh Mishra.
In this ‘Satyagrah’, PCC
general secretary
Chandrashekhar Shukla,
DCC President Udhoram
Verma, District Panchayat
Raipur President
Domeshwari Verma,
Janpad President Tilda
rep- Devbrath Nayak,

Janpad President
Dharshiwa President’s rep-
Kamal Bharti, Mahila
Congress President
Kharora Sarojini Verma
and Mahila President
Dharshiwa Manju Verma
and other office bearers
from the zone, block level
were present in large num-
ber.

Congmen hold ‘Satyagrah’ against Agnipath

New bus stand lying
unused for last 10 yrs!
 As all the buses are

still being parked
near old Bus Stand

Number of
patients

increased in
OPD during
rainy season

Dhamtari, Jun 28: It
is noteworthy that
with the onset of
monsoon, moisture
has come in the at-
mosphere and day
and night tempera-
tures have also
dropped by 8 degree
centigrade. After the
scorching heat, now
infection is spreading
rapidly in the atmos-
phere due to the cold-
hot weather.

This way, people
are suffering from
stomach pain; nausea
and diarrhea and are
reaching the district
hospital for treat-
ment due to slight
negligence in food.
Narendra Devangan,
who reached the dis-
trict hospital for
treatment on
Thursday, and
Puneetram Sahu told
that he is having pain
in his stomach for the
last four days.

Even after taking
the medicine, there
was no relief, and in
such a situation, he
has reached the dis-
trict hospital for
treatment. After ex-
amination by the
medical expert, he
was asked to be ad-
mitted.

According to infor-
mation, at present the
number of patients in
OPD has increased by
10 percent. On an av-
erage, about 450 to 5
hundred patients are
getting their pre-
scriptions made for
treatment here every
day. Dr UL Kaushik,
Civil Surgeon, said
that with the onset of
the rainy season, the
number of patients in
the OPD of the dis-
trict hospital has in-
creased. Free medi-
cines are being pro-
vided to the patients
after the checkup, he
said.

MMuunnggeellii,,  JJuunn  2288:: Bad roads in
the area have become a cause
of trouble for the local people,
as most of the roads in rural
areas are in very pathetic con-
dition. For many years, road
from Setganga to Pandotra
Road, is in a very poor condi-
tion, though daily hundreds of
people travel through these
roads.  Former sarpanch
Markhande Verma, Komal,
Virendra, Manoj, Raisingh,
Anita, Rajkumari, Lomash told
that the said road from
Setganga to Pandotra is 7-8
years ago and was constructed
under the Chief Minister’s road
scheme. Since then, this dilapi-
dated road has not been
repaired till date, due to which
people have to face a lot of
problems.  According to the vil-

lagers, corruption has been
done since the time of con-
struction of the road, due to
which the residents of the area
are suffering. During the rainy
season, the people have to face
a lot of problems and on many
occasions, the residents of the
area have appealed to the pub-
lic representatives and officials
of the area for the repair of this
road.  Similarly, the road con-
necting Bhantha to Lagra,
Bicharpur to Jhitkaniya,
Fasterpur to Temri is also a vic-
tim of neglect for many years.
20-25 people including former
sarpanch Markhande Verma,
Lomash, Sunita, Manharan,
Komal, Annapurna, Dev Prasad
have demanded repair of the
dilapidated road at Collector
Jandarshan on June 20.

Potholes in roads make
commuting tougher

INS CHENNAI IN SAUDI

Saudi Naval and Indian Embassy officials aboard INS Chennai upon its arrival at
Jeddah Islamic port, Saudi Arabia. 

SHIMLA BOOK FAIR

Artists perform a traditional folk dance of Chamba during the Shimla Book Fair, at
Ridge in Shimla, Tuesday, June 28.

Protracted power struggle looms over AIADMK
Chennai, Jun 28 (PTI):

The power struggle in
Tamil Nadu’s main opposi-
tion party, the AIADMK ap-
pears set to go on for a long
time with sidelined leader
O Panneerselvam (OPS) ap-
proaching the Election
Commission and the influ-
ential Edappadi K
Palaniswami camp refus-
ing to budge.

When such a fight con-
tinues, in the course of
time, it could favour the
ruling DMK and its allies
and lead to more fragmen-
tation of pro-AIADMK and
anti-DMK votes. V K
Sasikala’s nephew, TTV
Dhinakaran-led Amma

Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam played spoil-
sport for the AIADMK in a
number of constituencies
in last year’s Assembly
election. A bid to ‘sabotage’
the party administration
by raking up the demand
for a single leadership
favouring EPS and neglect-
ing him and thereby violat-
ing party bylaws are among
the key arguments put
forth by OPS in his June 27
memorandum to the
Election Commission.

OPS stopped short of re-
questing the EC to inter-
vene to help establish his
rights as per AIADMK by-
laws and said the represen-
tation is for the panel’s

‘kind consideration and ap-
preciation’, as required
under the 1951 legislation.

Durai Karuna, political
commentator and a chroni-
cler of the AIADMK for
decades, told PTI that both
EPS and OPS are in no
mood for a compromise, as
of now. “Palaniswami
camp is determined to re-
lieve OPS of his party post
of treasurer and that of
deputy leader in the
Assembly. Their idea ap-
pears to eventually show
the door to Panneerselvam.
Everything that is being
done and the kind of narra-
tive being built by EPS
camp is a clear pointer of
their goals”, he said.

MP minister demands withdrawal of Teesta Setalvad’s Padma award
Bhopal, Jun 28 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra on Tuesday de-
manded withdrawal of the
‘Padma Shri’ award be-
stowed on social activist
Teesta Setalvad, who was
arrested by the Gujarat po-
lice recently in a case of
fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons
in connection with the
2002 Gujarat riots.

The Centre had in 2007
honoured Setalvad with
the Padma Shri, one of
the highest civilian
awards in the country to
recognise people’s contri-
bution in various

spheres.
Talking to reporters on

Tuesday, Mishra accused
the previous Congress
government of giving the
award to Setalvad for the
appeasement of minori-
ties. “She was a member
of the ‘award vapsi’ gang
(those threatening to re-
turn awards). The award
should be taken back

from people like Teesta
Javed Setalvad, in the
wake of the Supreme
Court’s remarks against
such people, whose con-
duct becomes question-
able and have been arrest-
ed,” said the minister,
who is also the state gov-
ernment’s spokesperson.

The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad had on
Saturday picked up
Setalvad from her
Mumbai home. She was
later taken to Ahmedabad
and handed over to the
crime branch there.

A court in Ahmedabad
on Sunday remanded
Setalvad in police custody
till July 2 in the case of

fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons
in connection with the
2002 Gujarat riots.

On Friday, the Supreme
Supreme Court dismissed
a petition challenging the
clean chit given by a spe-
cial investigation team
(SIT) to then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modi and others in 2002
post-Godhra riots cases.

Setalvad and her NGO
were co-petitioner with
Zakia Jafri (wife of
Congress leader Ehsan
Jafri who was killed in
the riots) in the plea filed
against Modi and others
in the Supreme Court.
PTI ADU

Pak-based LeT behind series of explosions 
in J-K’s Rajouri; two arrested

Jammu, Jun 28 (PTI):

Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) outfit was be-
hind the recent series of
explosions in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri district,
police said on Tuesday,
claiming to have solved the
case with the arrest of two
of its operatives while the
search is on for the main
accused.

A huge cache of explo-
sive material, including
five improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), was recov-
ered at the disclosure of
the arrested accused,
Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
Jammu, Mukesh Singh
said. Twin explosions
rocked Kotrana town of
Rajouri on March 26 and
another on April 19, leav-
ing two persons injured.

Two more persons were
injured in another blast
that took place in Shahpur-
Budhal area of Rajouri on
April 24.

Working on leads, joint
teams of Rajouri Police
and 60 Rashtriya Rifles (14
Sector) conducted multiple
raids and search opera-
tions at various locations
in Larkoti, Targain,
Jaglanoo and Draaj areas
of Rajouri and apprehend-
ed two suspects, Mohd
Shabir and Mohd Sadiq of
Draaj-Budhal village, the
ADGP said.

During investigation, he
said, it came to the fore
that three accused Talib
Shah, also of Draaj village
of Budhal area, Shabir and
Sadiq were involved in
these incidents of blasts,
he said. These individuals,
working on the directions
of their Pakistan-based
handlers, received
weapons, ammunition, ex-
plosives and later used
these IEDs to trigger
blasts, Singh said. He said
it has surfaced during pre-
liminary investigation
that the group is headed by
Shah who has collected

three consignments of
arms, ammunition and ex-
plosives from the Lamberi-
Kalakote area in the
months of January, March
and April. Shabir and
Sadiq have been arrested
and the third accused
(Shah) is absconding. Shah
is the commander of LeT
in general area Rajouri
and the mastermind of all
terrorist activities in the
Pir Panjal area, the police
official said. He said Shah
has also motivated many
youths for carrying out ter-
ror activities in Rajouri.
Shabir and Sadiq were also
motivated by Shah to con-
duct terror activities. Shah
has remained instrumen-
tal in almost all terror inci-
dents in Pir Panjal dis-
tricts in last two to three
years, the Jammu region
police chief said, announc-
ing a suitable reward for
anyone sharing credible
information leading to the
arrest of Shah.

Singh said it was also re-

vealed that this group was
sheltering a few Kashmir-
based active terrorists of
LeT in the general area of
Kandi-Budhal and was
making efforts to revive
militancy in Pir Panjal dis-
tricts of Rajouri and
Poonch. This is a big
achievement for police and
security forces as the
blasts had triggered panic
in the area and these ac-
cused were also planning
more such incidents to tar-
get security forces. The ar-
rest of two associates of
Shah is a big blow to the
terror outfit (LeT), the
ADGP said. During prelim-
inary questioning, he said,
the arrested accused dis-
closed that they had hid-
den some explosive materi-
als at Draaj forest and sub-
sequently a joint search
operation was carried out
by police and 60 Rashtriya
Rifles, which led to the re-
covery of five IEDs, five re-
mote controls, 10 fuses and
19 battery cells.

Reserving jobs for locals 
against SC: Ashok Gehlot

Jaipur, Jun 28 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday said that reserva-
tion to local youths in em-
ployment goes against the
Supreme Court judge-
ment, but he may consider
it if such a situation devel-
ops in other states.

He said that such meas-
ures go against the spirit
of the Supreme Court.

Gehlot was addressing
the foundation laying cere-
mony of Rajiv Gandhi

Youth Excellence Center,
organised by the
Rajasthan Youth Board.

However, Gehlot also
said, that he was examin-
ing the steps taken by
other states in this regard,
and will implement reser-
vation for locals in jobs if
such a situation develops
in the country.
Independent MLA Baljeet
Yadav has been demand-
ing reservations to local
youths in jobs. Haryana
this year notified a law re-
serving 75 per cent of jobs

in the private sector for
local people, subject to an
income ceiling of Rs 30,000
and minimum five years of
residentship in the state.
Gehlot, continuing on em-
ployment for youths, said
that giving “equal oppor-
tunities to all is the re-
sponsibility of his govern-
ment. He said that his
focus will be on presenting
a youth-centric budget
next year based on sugges-
tions given by the young
people. You hold discus-
sions, study schemes in
other states if there is any,
and take feedback. If you
give a concrete suggestion,
I will try to present a
youth-centric budget, he
said. The CM also spoke of
the need for a competent
leadership in the party in
future, and listed out a few
traits the workers must
have to become good lead-
ers. Young leadership
should have discipline,
commitment, sensitivity,
and passion to run the
country, Gehlot said.

Delhi’s action plan ready to phase out
single-use plastic from July 1: Officials

New Delhi, June 28 (PTI):

With two days to go for
phasing out single-use
plastic in the national cap-
ital from July 1, the Delhi
government is geared up
with its action plan, along
with the stakeholders in-
cluding Environment
Department, Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), Urban
Local Bodies, General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department and the
Education department, of-
ficials said.

The 19 identified single
use plastic (SUP) items in-
clude earbuds, plastic
sticks for balloons, flags,
candy sticks, ice-cream
sticks, polystyrene (ther-
mocol), plates, cups, glass-
es, forks, spoons, knives,
straws, trays, wrapping or
packaging films around
sweets boxes, invitation
cards, cigarette packets,
plastic or PVC banners
less than 100 micron and
stirrers.

The Special Task Force
has set up a plastic waste

monitoring dashboard.
Door-to-door sensitization
and outreach campaigns
have also been organised
to ensure elimination of
SUPs from July 1, the offi-
cials said.

The Environment
Department will also run
a campaign to ensure com-
pliance with the ban on 19
identified single-use plas-
tic items starting July 1
and close down all manu-
facturers, suppliers, stock-
ists, dealers and sellers
found violating the orders,
officials said.

Mass and targeted
awareness campaign are
being done to ban SUPs

and regular public notices
have been circulated di-
recting producers and re-
cyclers to apply for regis-
tration.

Awareness camps were
set up at Bawana and
Narela industrial areas to
guide the plastic produc-
ers about their responsi-
bility and letters have
been issued to 4,960 units
of plastic article manufac-
turers to comply with
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) directions.

The DPCC has also
asked the Sriram Institute
of Industrial Research to
conduct a survey to identi-
fy littering hotspots and

quantify plastic waste
generation in the city as it
inches close to the June 30
deadline for phasing out of
19 SUP items.

The survey will cover
all 11 districts in Delhi
and will have to be com-
pleted within four
months.

The institute has been
tasked to survey all major
commercial establish-
ments, malls, market
places, shopping centres,
cinema houses, restau-
rants, tourist locations,
places of worship, col-
leges, schools, office com-
plexes, hospitals, and
other institutions.

It will have to prepare
an inventory of stockists,
retailers, sellers, street
vendors, vegetable and
fruit markets and im-
porters dealing in bulk in
SUP items and conduct
district-wise mapping of
generation, collection, and
processing of plastic
waste, and identify pro-
ducers engaged in their
production in the infor-
mal sector.
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Mini bus overturns 
Sultanpur (UP): Two
persons were killed
and nine others in-
jured when a mini bus
overturned and fell
into a gorge here on
Tuesday morning, po-
lice said. The incident
took place on the
Varanasi-Lucknow
national highway
when family mem-
bers were taking a de-
ceased person to
Varanasi from
Lucknow for the last
rites, they said.
Rajendra Awasthi (55)
and driver Omkar
Nath Yadav (45) died
on the spot, police
said, adding the in-
jured were taken to
Sultanpur district
hospital.

Justice Sharma 
New Delhi: Justice
Satish Chandra
Sharma on Tuesday
took oath as the chief
justice of the Delhi
High Court.
Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena
administered the oath
to the 60-year-old
Justice Sharma at a
ceremony in the Raj
Niwas, the L-G’s secre-
tariat. The ceremony
was attended by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Aam Aadmi
Party MLAs Somnath
Bharti and Madan Lal.
Senior judges and advo-
cates were also present
at the ceremony.

Agnipath row 
Patna: Row over the
Agnipath scheme con-
tinued to rock Bihar as-
sembly for the second
consecutive day on
Tuesday when the op-
position’s persistent
demands for a debate
were rejected by the
Chair maintaining that
the matter fell outside
the purview of the
House. The proceed-
ings began at 11 AM on
a raucous note with
members of the RJD-
led opposition raising
slogans against the
new scheme of recruit-
ment in the armed
forces. They also urged
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who was pres-
ent in the House, to
“break silence” (chup-
pi todo) on the issue.

Monsoon likely 
New Delhi: Reeling
under sweltering heat,
parts of north-west
India could expect
some respite over the
next two days as condi-
tions are becoming
favourable for the
onset of monsoon in
the region. “Conditions
would continue to be-
come favourable for
further advance of
monsoon into remain-
ing parts of Arabian
Sea and Gujarat, some
parts of Rajasthan, re-
maining parts of
Madhya Pradesh, en-
tire Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmiri,
some parts of Punjab,
Haryana and
Chandigarh, entire
Delhi during subse-
quent 48-hours between
June 30 and July 1,” the
India Meteorological
Department said here.

3 killed
Mumbai: Three people
were killed and 13 oth-
ers injured after a four-
storey residential
building collapsed in
Mumbai, officials said
on Tuesday. A wing of
the building, located in
Kurla’s Naik Nagar
Society, collapsed
around midnight, they
said, adding that its an-
other wing was also
likely to crash and was
vacated. The injured
people were shifted to
civic hospitals in
Ghatkopar and Sion.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2288  ((PPTTII))::
Maintenance to wife under the
provision of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is
not a blanket liability for all
times to come and can be
increased or decreased on
account of change in circum-
stances of the husband or the
wife, Delhi High Court has said.

Justice Chandra Dhari Singh
stated that the intent behind
granting interim or permanent
alimony is not to punish the
other spouse but to ensure that
the dependent spouse is not
reduced to destitution or
vagrancy on account of the fail-
ure of the marriage, and thus
balance and equity must care-

fully be drawn between all rele-
vant factors.

The court’s observations
were made while deciding on a
revision petition by a woman
seeking enhancement of the
maintenance to be paid to her
by her husband pursuant to a
trial court order.

The court asserted that
under Section 127 (1) Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC), a pro-
vision is made to increase or
reduce the allowance if there is
a “change in the circumstances
of the parties at the time of the
application for alteration of the
original order of maintenance”
and it must be shown that there
has been a change in the cir-

cumstances of husband or of
the wife .

The change of circumstances
referred to in sub-section (1) of
Section 127 CrPC is a compre-
hensive phrase which also
includes the change of circum-
stances of husband. The
amount of maintenance once
fixed under section 125(1)
Cr.P.C. is not something which
can be taken to be a blanket lia-
bility for all times to come. It is
subject to variation on both
sides. It can be increased or
decreased as per the altered
circumstances, said the court in
its recent order.

The intent behind granting
interim/permanent alimony is

to ensure that the dependent
spouse is not reduced to desti-
tution or vagrancy on account
of the failure of the marriage,
and not as punishment to the
other spouse It is settled law
that balance and equity must
carefully be drawn between all
relevant factors, it stated.

In the present case, the peti-
tioner sought a monthly main-
tenance of Rs 35,000 and said
that the amount of Rs 3,000,
which was awarded by the trial
court, was very inadequate for
her sustenance considering
that the husband was drawing a
salary of Rs 82,000 per month
and he hid his actual earnings
from the trial court.

Maintenance to wife, not blanket liability, can be
altered if change in circumstances: Delhi HC
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Will continue to do what is best in
interest of own energy security: India

Elmau (Germany), Jun 28 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi underlined
at the G7 summit that ener-
gy security has become a
very challenging issue in
the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and assert-
ed that India would contin-
ue to do what it thinks is
best in the interest of its
own energy security when
it comes to the question of
global oil trade.

Prime Minister Modi in
both his interventions at
the G7 sessions made
India’s position very clear
on the Russia-Ukraine situ-
ation, calling for an imme-
diate or as early as a possi-

ble end to the hostilities
and advocating the path of
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the situation,
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra said at a
media briefing.

Responding to a question
on the Russia-Ukraine
agenda during the G7
Summit and if India came
under any pressure in the
wake of sanctions against
Moscow, Kwatra said, “I
think naturally the situa-
tion between Russia and
Ukraine was an important
point of discussions during
the plenary. “The prime
minister in both his inter-
ventions, the first one on
climate and energy and the

second one on food security
and gender equality, made
it very clear in terms of the
position that India has ad-
vocated on the Russia-
Ukraine situation, which is
calling for immediate or as
early as possible end to the
hostilities and the path of
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the situation,” he
said. “But the prime minis-
ter also very strongly put
forward and I think we are
fairly an important player
in that aspect, of course,
it’s the consequence which
also we face which is the
knockdown effect of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,”
he said at the briefing that
was held late Monday.

Hong Kong burnishes China ties as 
luster as global hub fades

Hong Kong, Jun 28 (AP):

Every few generations,
Hong Kong transforms it-
self, evolving from a
swampy fishing village to
19th century colonial port,
to capitalist outpost and fac-
tory after China’s 1949 revo-
lution, to 21st century finan-
cial center.

As the former British
colony marks the 25th an-
niversary of its return to
China, reeling from pan-
demic curbs that devastated
business and a crackdown
on its pro-democracy move-
ment, Hong Kong leaders
say it is time to transform
again. They say the city
should become a leader in

technology that relies more
on its ties with nearby
Chinese factory cities than
on global trade.

Chief Executive-elect
John Lee’s government is
under pressure to generate
new sources of economic
growth, looking beyond
COVID outbreaks and anti-
virus controls that have dev-
astated tourism and busi-
ness and uncertainty about
the legal climate after a
crackdown on the city’s pro-
democracy movement.

In April, during his elec-
tion campaign, Lee prom-
ised to start a new chapter
for the city better known as
one of Asia’s busiest ports
and biggest stock markets

and strengthen its competi-
tiveness in technology and
innovation as well as trade
and finance.

Lee gave no details but
pointed to the Greater Bay
Area, a Chinese govern-
ment initiative to link Hong
Kong with neighbouring
mainland cities including
the technology and finance
hub of Shenzhen and the
manufacturing powerhous-
es of Dongguan and
Foshan.

There are great opportu-
nities in the Greater Bay
Area that haven’t been real-
ized yet, said David
Graham, executive director
of the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong.

Spanish PM says NATO summit to show unity
Madrid, Jun 28 (AP):

Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said the
NATO summit in Madrid
this week aims to showcase
the Western allies’ united
front in defence of demo-
cratic values in the face of
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, while increasing
the bloc’s deterrence capa-
bilities.

In an interview with The
Associated Press a day be-
fore the summit begins
Tuesday, he reiterated that
the alliance would not toler-
ate any territorial aggres-
sion against its members.
We have to transmit a mes-
sage of deterrence, that we
are ready to defend every

centimeter of allied territo-
ry, Sanchez said.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin is not just
invading Ukraine. What he
wants is to destabilize,
weaken the security, the
prosperity of Europe.

Speaking at the palace
that hosts the prime minis-

ter’s office and residence in
Madrid, S nchez said the
chief aim of the NATO
summit was to send a mes-
sage of unity in line with
democracy, security, inter-
national order, based on
rules that, unfortunately,
Putin and the Russian
Federation have blown to
smithereens with the inva-
sion of Ukraine.

A key issue will be boost-
ing NATO’s military pres-
ence on its eastern flank, as
well as satisfying Spain’s de-
mand to not ignore budding
threats on the southern
fringe of the alliance, espe-
cially from unstable African
areas such as the Sahel.
NATO’s secretary-general,
Jens Stoltenberg, said

Monday the alliance will in-
crease the size of its rapid
reaction force to 300,000
troops. The force currently
has about 40,000 soldiers.

Stoltenberg also said the
allies will discuss how to re-
spond to the growing influ-
ence of Russia and China in
NATO’s southern neigh-
bourhood.

The Madrid summit,
which opens with a state
dinner Tuesday followed by
discussions on Wednesday,
was announced a year ago
with eyes set on a new
Strategic Concept,” the
once-in-a-decade renewal of
vows by NATO members
that outlines the threats to
the alliance and its re-
sponse.

US President Biden announces USD 20 million additional
assistance for Sri Lanka’s food security

Colombo, Jun 28 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
on Tuesday announced an
additional USD 20 million
in assistance to feed over
800,000 children and 27,000
pregnant and lactating
women over the next 15
months in Sri Lanka,

which is currently facing
its worst economic crisis.

Biden announced the
fresh assistance at the G7
Summit in Germany, the
US embassy here said.

The funding will support
a school nutrition pro-
gramme for students and
provide food vouchers for
pregnant and lactating
women aimed at
strengthening food secu-
rity in Sri Lanka.

The effort also plans to
support approximately
30,000 farmers through
the contribution of agri-
cultural assistance and
cash in order to increase

food production in vulnera-
ble communities in the
debt ridden country.

President Biden’s an-
nouncement of USD 20 mil-
lion in additional assis-
tance to Sri Lanka demon-
strates the United States’
ongoing commitment to
food security, public health,

and the economic well-
being of all Sri Lankan
people, said US
Ambassador to Sri Lanka
Julie Chung. The ambassa-
dor in a statement added
that the US would continue
to support Sri Lankan ef-
forts to promote economic
stability.

G7 leaders wrap up summit
meant to bolster Ukraine support
Elmau (Germany) Jun 28 (AP):

The Group of Seven de-
veloped economies on
Tuesday wraps up a sum-
mit intended to send a
strong signal of long-term
commitment to Ukraine’s
future, ensuring that
Russia pays a higher price
for its invasion while also
attempting to alleviate a
global hunger crisis and
show unity against cli-
mate change.

The leaders of the US,
Germany, France, Italy, the
UK, Canada and Japan on
Monday pledged to sup-
port Ukraine for as long as
it takes after conferring by
video link with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

The summit host,
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, said he once again
very emphatically set out
the situation as Ukraine
currently sees it.
Zelenskyy’s address, amid
a grinding Russian ad-
vance in Ukraine’s east,
came hours before
Ukrainian officials report-
ed a deadly Russian mis-
sile strike on a crowded

shopping mall in the cen-
tral city of Kremenchuk.

Officials have said dur-
ing the summit that lead-
ers of the major
economies are preparing
to unveil plans to pursue a
price cap on Russian oil,
raise tariffs on Russian
goods and impose other
new sanctions.

From the secluded
Schloss Elmau hotel in the
Bavarian Alps, the G-7
leaders will continue
straight to Madrid for a
summit of NATO leaders
where fallout from
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine will again domi-
nate the agenda. All G-7
members other than Japan

are NATO members, and
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida has been
invited to Madrid.

Zelenskyy has openly
worried that the West has
become fatigued by the
cost of a war that is con-
tributing to soaring energy
costs and price hikes on es-
sential goods around the

globe. The G-7 has sought
to assuage those concerns.

While the group’s annu-
al gathering has been dom-
inated by Ukraine and by
the war’s knock-on effects,
such as the challenge to
food supplies in parts of
the world caused by the in-
terruption of Ukrainian
grain exports, Scholz has
been keen to show that the
G-7 also can move ahead
on pre-war priorities.

The summit host has
been keen to secure agree-
ment on the creation of a
climate club for countries
that want to speed ahead
when it comes to tackling
global warming.

After a meeting Monday
with leaders of five devel-
oping nations, a joint state-
ment issued by Germany
emphasized the need to ac-
celerate a clean and just
energy transition that
would see an end to the
burning of fossil fuels
without causing a sharp
rise in unemployment.

In the cautiously
phrased statement, the
leaders tentatively en-
dorsed the global climate
club idea.

Abu Dhabi, Jun 28 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday met UAE
President and Ruler of Abu
Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan here and
conveyed his personal con-
dolences on the demise of
former president of the
Gulf nation Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

In a special gesture,
Sheikh Mohamed, accompa-
nied by senior members of
the Royal family, received
Prime Minister Modi at the
Abu Dhabi Presidential
Airport.

“I am touched by the spe-
cial gesture of my brother,
His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, of coming to wel-
come me at Abu Dhabi air-
port. My gratitude to him,”
Modi tweeted in Arabic and

English languages.
This is their first interac-

tion after the UAE leader’s
election as the new presi-
dent of the Gulf nation last
month.

During his meeting with
Sheikh Mohamed, Modi
conveyed his personal con-
dolences on the passing
away of Sheikh Khalifa,
who died on May 13 at the
age of 73 after a long illness.

Modi had expressed grief
over Sheikh Khalifa’s death,
calling him a great states-
man and visionary leader
under whom India-UAE re-
lations prospered.

India had announced one
day of state mourning fol-
lowing the demise of
Sheikh Khalifa.

Sheikh Khalifa was the
eldest son of UAE’s founder
President Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan. He

served as the President of
the UAE and ruler of Abu
Dhabi from November 3,
2004.

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu last month
visited the UAE and offered
condolences to the UAE
leadership on the demise of
Sheikh Khalifa.

Modi arrived here on a
brief visit after attending a
productive G7 Summit in
Germany where he inter-
acted with several world
leaders on the margins of
the summit and discussed
issues aimed at furthering
global well-being and pros-
perity.

The last visit by Modi to
the UAE was in August 2019
during which he received
the UAE’s highest award,
‘Order of Zayed’ conferred
upon him by the UAE
President.

G7 leaders from left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, U.S. President Joe Biden,
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, French President Emmanuel Macron and Italys Prime
Minister Mario Draghi meet on the sidelines of the G7 summit at Castle Elmau in Kruen,
near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, on Tuesday.

PM Modi meets UAE President

Sheikh Mohamed in Abu Dhabi

Do you tend to see the glass
as half full, rather than half
empty? Are you always look-
ing on the bright side of life?
If so, you may be surprised to
learn that this tendency could
actually be good for your
health.

A number of studies have
shown that optimists enjoy
higher levels of wellbeing,
better sleep, lower stress and
even better cardiovascular
health and immune function.
And now, a recent study has
shown that being an optimist
is linked to longer life.

To conduct their study, re-
searchers tracked the lifespan
of nearly 160,000 women aged
between 50 to 79 for a period
of 26 years. At the beginning
of the study, the women com-
pleted a self-report measure
of optimism. Women with the
highest scores on the measure
were categorised as optimists.
Those with the lowest scores
were considered pessimists.

Then, in 2019, the re-
searchers followed up with
the participants who were
still living. They also looked
at the lifespan of participants
who had died. What they
found was that those who had
the highest levels of opti-
mism were more likely to live
longer. More importantly, the
optimists were also more like-
ly than those who were pes-
simists to live into their
nineties.

Researchers refer to this as
exceptional longevity , con-
sidering the average lifespan
for women is about 83 years in
developed countries.

What makes these findings
especially impressive is that
the results remained even
after accounting for other fac-
tors known to predict a long
life including education level
and economic status, ethnici-
ty, and whether a person suf-
fered from depression or
other chronic health condi-
tions.

But given this study only
looked at women, it's uncer-
tain whether the same would
be true for men. However, an-
other study which looked at
both men and women also
found that people with the
highest levels of optimism en-
joyed a lifespan that was be-
tween 11% and 15% longer
than those who were the least
optimistic.

The fountain of youth?
So why is it that optimists

live longer? At first glance it
would seem that it may have
to do with their healthier
lifestyle.

For example, research from
several studies has found that
optimism is linked to eating a
healthy diet, staying physical-
ly active, and being less likely
to smoke cigarettes. These
healthy behaviours are well
known to improve heart
health and reduce the risk for
cardiovascular disease, which
is a leading cause of death
globally.

Adopting a healthy lifestyle
is also important for reducing
the risk of other potentially
deadly diseases, such as dia-
betes and cancer.

But having a healthy
lifestyle may only be part of
the reason optimists live a
longer than average life. This
latest study found that
lifestyle only accounted for

24% of the link between opti-
mism and longevity. This sug-
gests a number of other fac-
tors affect longevity for opti-
mists.

Another possible reason
could be due to the way opti-
mists manage stress. When
faced with a stressful situa-
tion, optimists tend to deal
with it head-on. They use
adaptive coping strategies
that help them resolve the
source of the stress, or view
the situation in a less stress-
ful way. For example, opti-
mists will problem-solve and
plan ways to deal with the
stressor, call on others for
support, or try to find a silver
lining in the stressful situa-
tion.

All of these approaches are
well-known to reduce feelings
of stress, as well as the biolog-
ical reactions that occur
when we feel stressed. It's
these biological reactions to
stress - such as elevated corti-
sol (sometimes called the
stress hormone ), increased
heart rate and blood pressure,
and impaired immune system
functioning - that can take a
toll on health over time and
increase the risk for develop-
ing life-threatening diseases,
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease. In short, the way opti-
mists cope with stress may
help protect them somewhat
against its harmful effects.

Looking on the bright side
Optimism is typically

viewed by researchers as a
relatively stable personality
trait that is determined by
both genetic and early child-
hood influences (such as hav-
ing a secure and warm rela-
tionship with your parents or
caregivers). But if you're not
naturally prone to seeing the
glass as half full, there are
some ways you can increase
your capacity to be opti-
mistic.

Research shows optimism
can change over time, and can
be cultivated by engaging in
simple exercises. For exam-
ple, visualising and then writ-
ing about your best possible
self (a future version of your-
self who has accomplished
your goals) is a technique that
studies have found can signif-
icantly increase optimism, at
least temporarily.

But for best results, the
goals need to be both positive
and reasonable, rather than
just wishful thinking.
Similarly, simply thinking
about positive future events
can also be effective for boost-
ing optimism.

It's also crucial to temper
any expectations for success
with an accurate view of
what you can and can't con-
trol. Optimism is reinforced
when we experience the posi-
tive outcomes that we expect,
and can decrease when these
outcomes aren't as we want
them to be.

Although more research is
needed, it's possible that regu-
larly envisioning yourself as
having the best possible out-
comes, and taking realistic
steps towards achieving
them, can help develop an op-
timistic mindset.

Of course, this might be
easier said than done for
some. If you're someone who
isn't naturally optimistic, the
best chances to improve your
longevity is by living a
healthy lifestyle by staying
physically active, eating a
healthy diet, managing stress,
and getting a good night's
sleep. Add to this cultivating a
more optimistic mindset and
you might further increase
your chances for a long life.

Writer is Professor in
Social & Health
Psychology, Durham
University
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Students & politics 
It goes without saying that
students are the pillars of
a nation's future edifice.
The country pins her con-
fidence on them. So, it's a
bounden duty of every stu-
dent to focus on his or her
primary duty of study and
keep himself or herself
aloof from anything that
may lead to colossal waste
of time and energy in his
or her academic pursuits.
Undoubtedly, getting in-
volved in active politics
may make a student's focus
shift from studies to the
dirty game of politics.
Moreover, students are
deemed to be immature
and inexperienced and,
hence, there is every possi-
bility that they may be
swayed by passions and
prejudices. However, the
upcoming generation
needs to possess a genuine
sense of political con-
sciousness and take an in-
telligent interest in poli-
tics. They should be well-
acquainted with the ele-
ments of politics and keep
tabs on the political views
of their own country as
well as other countries.
The aspirants to political
power may cultivate the
power of debate, the spirit
of service, sacrifice and
discipline during student
life without participating
actively in politics.

Dipen Gogoi,
Teok, Jorhat.

Agni Parikha? 
So after long 20 years, the
SC has given a clean chit to
Narendra Modi, the then
CM of Gujarat and present
Prime Minister of the na-
tion, bringing much need-
ed joy and relief to bona
fide Indians. This very ver-
dict has laid to rest all mis-
information spread by the
Congress and its allies to
malign Modi before the na-
tion and the entire nation
for the Gujarat riots,
which took place after the
burning of hundreds of
Hindu pilgrims travelling
in Sabarmati Express in
Godhra. One can easily
imagine the mental plight
of a lesser mortal if he or
she faces an ordeal of this
magnitude for long 20
years. But in case of Modi,
it went as usual as he stood
like the Rock of Gibraltar
for long 20 years. We still
remember Sonia Gandhi,
the AICC chief, calling
Modi as a "Maut Ka
Saudagar", "Bhasmasur"
etc., before the public in
Congress rallies. Now the
dust has settled down and
can we expect an unquali-
fied apology from the pseu-
do Gandhis ? The answer
seems to be a big 'NO' as
they lack all civic sense.
Yes, Modi has been bap-
tized with fire. He has
passed the Agni Parikha.
Jai Hind!

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he Aam Aadmi Party's defeat in Sangrur just
months after its spectacular win in the Punjab

election comes as a wake up call for the party, while
in UP, by wresting two SP strongholds, the BJP has
strengthened its already-dominant position ahead of
the urban local body elections due later this year.
The AAP's shock defeat on the Sangrur Lok Sabha
seat in Punjab threw a spanner in the party's celebra-
tions over its victory in the Rajinder Nagar assembly
bye-election in Delhi after the results came out on
Sunday. The SAD (Amritsar) president and Khalistan
proponent Simranjit Singh Mann defeated the AAP
candidate Gurmail Singh in the Sangrur Lok Sabha
constituency by a margin of 5,822 votes, dealing a
blow to the Arvind Kejriwal-led party which stormed
to power in Punjab barely three months ago. The
AAP's drubbing in Sangrur surprised many of its
senior leaders in Delhi as the seat is considered to be
the party's stronghold. Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann had won it twice, and in the state
polls earlier this year, the party bagged all the nine
assembly seats that fall under the Lok Sabha con-
stituency. In Delhi, the party's state unit celebrated
its victory in Rajinder Nagar assembly bypoll.
Taking to Twitter, Delhi Chief Minister and AAP na-
tional convenor Kejriwal hailed the victory in
Rajinder Nagar, calling it a defeat of the BJP's "dirty
politics", and an appreciation of work done by his
government in Delhi. In Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
trounced the Samajwadi Party (SP) in its pocket bor-
oughs of Azamgarh and Rampur, dealing a blow to
the opposition. The BJP's twin victories in UP hold
significance because Azamgarh was represented by
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, and his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav before him. It is a seat the family didn’t
lose during the 2014 and 2019 general election even as
it was routed across the state. The SP may blame the
Bahujan Samaj Party, which polled close to a third of
the votes cast, but the lacklustre SP campaign indi-
cated that the party had thought victory was assured
in its pocket borough – a costly mistake in an era
where Opposition parties have to be alert to the ag-
gression of the BJP in every electoral outing. In fact,
it will not be an exaggeration to say that the results
of the bypolls to three parliamentary constituencies
across two states and seven assembly constituencies
across four states spelt bad news for Opposition par-
ties while cementing the stature of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as the central pole of Indian poli-
tics. The results of the seven assembly bypolls were
largely in keeping with expectations, with the ruling
party in the particular state emerging the winner. In
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and Delhi, the ruling
party won the assembly seat on offer and in Tripura,
the incumbent BJP won three of the four seats that
went to the polls, with the other going to a popular
Congress candidate. Once again, despite putting in
considerable effort and money, the Trinamool
Congress failed to make any breakthrough in the
northeastern state. The TMC, which was looking to
make inroads in the northeastern state, performed
dismally with its candidates losing deposits in all the
seats. But, any extrapolation of the results of a par-
ticular bye-election to statewide or even national pol-
itics must be done with caution. This is because by-
polls are usually local in nature and with little im-
pact on the overall stability of the state or central
government.

Bypolls: BJP gets
stronger; Oppn weaker
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma interacts with flood-affected people, at a flood relief camp, in Bajali district.

Do optimists really live longer? 

ASSAM FLOODS

FUSCHIA SIROIS

Nearly nine in 10 (87 per cent) profession-
al workers in India believe that sharing
emotions at work makes them more pro-
ductive and boosts feelings of belonging,
a new LinkedIn report said on Tuesday.
The research revealed that more than
three in four (76 per cent) professionals in
India feel more comfortable expressing
their emotions at work post-pandemic.
This shift is also being reflected on
LinkedIn, which has seen a 28 per cent
rise in public conversations on the plat-
form. Nearly two-thirds (63 per cent)
admitted to having cried in front of their
boss -- a third (32 per cent) having done
so on more than one occasion. "The past
two years have been tumultuous to say
the least but have also made people
realise that they can be more vulnerable
and candid with each other at work," said
Ashutosh Gupta, India Country Manager,
LinkedIn. However, seven in 10 (70 per
cent) professionals in India believe there
is a stigma around sharing feelings at
work. Due to this, over a quarter of pro-
fessionals in India are still worried about
wearing their hearts on their sleeves out
of a fear of looking weak (27 per cent),
unprofessional (25 per cent), and being
judged (25 per cent). Unfairly, women are
bearing the brunt more, with almost four
in five (79 per cent) professionals in India

agreeing that women are often judged
more in comparison to men when they
share their emotions at work. Gen Z and
millennials are leading the way in express-
ing themselves and feeling more comfort-
able than ever to open up at work. In com-
parison, just 20 per cent of boomers (aged
58-60) share the same comfort with
expressing themselves at work, the report
said. Over three-quarters of professionals
in India agree that "cracking a joke" at
work is good for office culture, but more
than half (56 per cent) consider it to be
'unprofessional'. Despite these mixed
feelings, nine in 10 professionals in India
agree that humour is the most underused
and undervalued emotion at work. In fact,
more than three in five professionals want
to see the use of more humour in general
at the workplace. Overall, professionals in
South India are cracking the most jokes in
the country, followed by professionals in
the other parts of the country, the report
mentioned.

T he new research is published in Nature and
was conducted by Imperial College London

researchers. They observed how fasting led to the
gut bacteria increasing production of a metabo-
lite known as 3-Indolepropionic acid (IPA), which
is required for regenerating nerve fibers called
axons—thread-like structures at the ends of nerve
cells that send out electro-chemical signals to
other cells in the body. This novel mechanism was
discovered in mice and is hoped to also hold true
for any future human trials. The team state that
the bacteria that produces IPA, Clostridium
sporogenesis, is found naturally in the guts of
humans as well as mice and IPA is present in
human’s bloodstreams too. “There is currently no
treatment for people with nerve damage beyond
surgical reconstruction, which is only effective in
a small percentage of cases, prompting us to
investigate whether changes in lifestyle could aid
recovery,” said study author Professor Simone Di
Giovanni from Imperial’s Department of Brain
Sciences. “When IPA cannot be produced by
these bacteria and it was almost absent in the
serum, regeneration was impaired. This suggests
that the IPA generated by these bacteria has an
ability to heal and regenerate damaged nerves,”
Professor Di Giovanni said. Importantly, when IPA
was administered to the mice orally after a sciat-
ic nerve injury, regeneration and increased recov-
ery was observed between two and three weeks
after injury. “Intermittent fasting has previously
been linked by other studies to wound repair and
the growth of new neurons—but our study is the

first to explain exactly how fasting might help
heal nerves.”

FFaassttiinngg  aass  aa  ppootteennttiiaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt
The study assessed nerve regeneration of

mice where the sciatic nerve, the longest nerve
running from the spine down the leg, was
crushed. Half of the mice underwent intermit-
tent fasting (by eating as much as they liked fol-
lowed by not eating at all on alternate days),
while the other half were free to eat with no
restrictions at all.

These diets continued for a period of 10 days
or 30 days before their operation, and the
mice’s recovery was monitored 24 to 72 hours
after the nerve was severed. The length of the
regrown axons was measured and was about
50% greater in mice that had been fasting.

Professor Di Giovanni said, “I think the power
of this is that opens up a whole new field where
we have to wonder: is this the tip of an iceberg?
Are there going to be other bacteria or bacteria
metabolites that can promote repair?”

IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  rreevveeaallss  mmeettaabboolliissmm  lliinnkk
The researchers also studied how fasting led

to this nerve regeneration. They found that
there were significantly higher levels of specif-
ic metabolites, including IPA, in the blood of
diet-restricted mice. To confirm whether IPA led
to nerve repair, the mice were treated with
antibiotics to clean their guts of any bacteria.
They were then given genetically-modified
strains of Clostridium sporogenesis that could
or could not produce IPA.

9 in 10 Indians say sharing emotions
at work boosts productivity

Intermittent fasting may help 
heal nerve damage

S adly, over 25 lakh people across Assam are
still reeling under floods, among whom close

to 2.5 lakh are lodged in 630 relief camps. Only
those who have been affected by floods can under-
stand what kind of loss floods can cause to a fami-
ly. The media have been relentlessly reporting
about the sufferings of the flood-affected people of
Assam. A large number of people have lost their
homes because of the floods. Along with it, they
have lost valuable items which include land docu-
ments, bank documents, Aadhar cards, voter id
cards, various other certificates, etc, while chil-
dren have lost textbooks, certificates and various
other articles. While floods happen to be a recur-
ring scourge in Assam, there is unfortunately no
such mechanism in place through which the gov-
ernment or the authorities can help such people
quickly get duplicate copies of the various docu-
ments. In West Bengal, the State government had,
in collaboration with UN agencies, provided people
training in the flood-prone districts on how to pro-
tect and save their valuable documents from being
washed away or damaged in floods. The Assam gov-
ernment can explore the possibility of replicating
such measures in the state. The flood relief manu-
al of the Assam government also needs to be revis-
ited keeping in mind the various requirements of
the flood-affected people. There was a time when
old and young alike were given only dry chira in
relief camps. A few years ago, when the flood relief
manual was revised, certain new things were in-
troduced. But those are still inadequate. Various
people have various special needs based on their
age, sex, and health status. Women, including preg-
nant and lactating ones, have certain special
needs, and so do girls in their growing stage.
Similarly, there can be people suffering from vari-
ous ailments lodged in relief camps. The require-
ments of a person suffering from heart ailments
will be different from those of a cancer patient.
Sanitation and disposal of waste are two other as-
pects that require to be looked into in a relief
camp. There have been media reports from time to
time about individual persons coming up with in-
novative ideas like floating toilets etc for use dur-
ing floods. Unfortunately, such ideas and innova-
tions are not often picked up by the authorities.

Flood woes
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BRIEF

Sad demise

New Delhi: President
Ram Nath Kovind ex-
pressed his grief at
the demise of Pallonji
Mistry on Tuesday
and said he was a
doyen of infrastruc-
ture and building in-
dustry whose contri-
bution to wealth cre-
ation and nation
building would be
long remembered.
Billionaire Mistry, the
chairman of diversi-
fied Shapoorji Pallonji
(SP) Group, died in the
wee hours of Tuesday
in Mumbai. He was 93.

Scarcity
Jamshedpur: Scarcity
of construction mate-
rials such as sand and
stone chips has ad-
versely affected gov-
ernment projects, in-
cluding the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), in Jharkhand,
former chief minister
Raghubar Das said on
Monday. Construction
of houses in the rural
areas under PMAY has
come down to 500 units
per day from the earli-
er 1,400-1,500 units, the
senior BJP leader said.
Similarly, construction
of culverts and bridges
under Mukhyamantri
Gramya Setu Yojana
(MGSY) has come to a
grinding halt, he
claimed. Holding the
JMM-led government
in the state responsi-
ble, Das said the crisis
of construction mate-
rial was pushing
Jharkhand backwards.

Startups 

Ahmedabad:Startups
are the new normal
emerging out of deep
structural changes in
the Indian economy and
not just fashion these
days,Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said here on Monday.He
attributed the structur-
al changes in the econo-
my to the reforms initi-
ated by the Narendra
Modi government.
Startups are not a fash-
ion these days,they are
the new normal.They
are the new reality
emerging out of the
deep structural changes
in the Indian economy
ushered by the proac-
tive policies and re-
forms initiated by the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the last eight
years," the Minister of
State for Electronics,IT,
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship said
during his interaction
with students of the
Nirma University.

Remove barriers
Lucknow:
Emphasising the
MSME sector's impor-
tant role in making
India a USD 5-trillion
economy, Union
Minister Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma
on Tuesday said the
government will re-
move all the barriers
in credit flow to this
sector. The Union
Minister of State for
MSME also said that
the government was
also committed to de-
velop a better system
of redressal and debt
facilities.

GST COUNCIL MEET

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs the 47th meeting of Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, in
Chandigarh, Tuesday, June 28.

New Delhi, Jun 28:  

The 45 per cent export
duty levied by the govern-
ment on export of iron ore
pellets will make the ex-
port of the material unvi-
able at current prices, Icra
said on Tuesday. The
Government of India
slapped a hefty 45 per cent
levy, from nil, on the ex-
port of iron ore pellets
from May 21. "The applica-
tion of this high export
tariff has reduced a mer-
chant exporter's net effec-
tive realisation, rendering
pellet exports unviable," it
said. The steep decline in
the effective free-on-board
(FoB) price will lead to
supply overhang in the do-
mestic market. This, in
turn, would put pressure
on the domestic prices,
which are likely to correct
by 30 per cent in the near-

term. Consequently, the
contribution margins of
merchant pellet players
are expected to decline
roughly by Rs 1,000 per MT
(metric tonne) from pre-
duty levels. India exported
more than 11 million
tonnes (MT) of pellets in
FY'22, accounting for al-
most 15 per cent of its
overall pellet production.

With exports becoming
unviable, industry asset
utilisation will be adverse-
ly impacted and domestic
pellet prices would come
under pressure, going for-
ward, Jayanta Roy, Senior
Vice-President & Group
Head, Corporate Sector
Ratings, ICRA said. "Our
calculations suggest a 10
per cent drop in domestic
pellet production in FY'23
as the domestic market is
going through a period of
muted demand growth

and is unlikely to fully ab-
sorb the pellet supplies
meant for the export mar-
ket," Roy said.

The decline in pellet ex-
ports would also impact
the iron ore demand and
exert pressure on prices as
close to 40 per cent of the
iron ore fines produced in
FY'22 were consumed in
pellet production. Prices of
iron ore fines have already
corrected by more than 35
per cent from the pre-duty
level till June 22.

While this is a positive
development for the pellet
players, the steep fall in do-
mestic pellet prices would
nevertheless compress
their gross contribution
levels, Roy explained.
Pellets are a raw material
input used to make iron in
a blast furnace which is
further used to produce
steel.

High export tariff of 45 pc
to make iron ore pellet
export unviable: ICRA

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

The government will
make it mandatory for car-
makers to provide a mini-
mum of six airbags in
motor vehicles that can
carry up to eight passen-
gers for enhanced safety of
occupants, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Monday. Addressing 'Intel
India's Safety Pioneers
Conference 2022', Gadkari
said every year, around 1.5
lakh people are killed in
five lakh accidents across
the country. "We have de-
cided to make it mandato-
ry to provide a minimum
of six airbags in motor ve-
hicles... We want to save
the lives of the people," the
road transport and high-
ways minister said. The
Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in January said
that to enhance the safety
of occupants of motor ve-
hicles against lateral im-
pact, it has been decided to

enhance safety features by
amending the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules
(CMVR), 1989.

"A draft notification has
been issued on January
14, 2022, which mandates
that vehicles of category
M1, manufactured after
October 1, 2022, shall be
fitted with two side/side
torso air bags, one each
for the persons occupying
front row outboard seat-
ing positions, and two
side curtain/tube air
bags, one each for the per-
sons occupying outboard
seating positions," it had

said. An airbag is a vehi-
cle occupant-restraint sys-
tem which interferes be-
tween the driver and the
vehicle's dashboard dur-
ing a collision, thereby
preventing serious in-
juries.

He added: "We need co-
operation from all stake-
holders (including auto-
mobile industry)." His re-
marks come against the
backdrop of the automo-
bile industry raising con-
cerns that high taxation
and stricter safety and
emission norms have
made their products ex-
pensive. Gadkari pointed
out that all global automo-
bile brands are available
in India. Noting that safe
roads are very important,
he admitted that effective
implementation of the
Motor Vehicles Act is a
challenge. The minister
reiterated that Indian
road infrastructure will
be equivalent to the USA
by 2024.

Six airbags to be made mandatory
in eight-seater vehicles: GadkariKolkata, Jun 28:  

The West Bengal govern-
ment on Tuesday wrote to
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman asking
her to take decisions at the
ongoing GST Council meet-
ing by consensus, shunning
"majoritarianism". In a two-
page letter to Sitharaman,
the Principal Chief Adviser
to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the Finance
Department, Dr Amit Mitra,
cited a recent judgment of
the Supreme Court in this
regard.

"Post decision of the SC,
it has become imperative
for the GST council to take
every decision by consensus
and to leave aside any shade
of majoritarianism, not
only for the future credibili-
ty of GST council but also to
uphold the rich tradition of
this august body," the for-
mer finance minister of the
state said. The Supreme
Court on May 19 ruled that
the Goods and Service Tax
(GST) council's recommen-
dations are not binding on
Union and State but have a

persuasive value as the
country has a cooperative
federal structure.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant,
and Vikram Nath also held
that the Centre and State
governments have simulta-
neous powers to legislate on
GST but the council must
work in a harmonious man-
ner to achieve a workable
solution. Mitra said in the
letter, "On the backdrop of
this extremely significant
observation of the hon-
ourable apex court, it has
become extremely impor-
tant for the GST council to
invariably arrive at a con-
sensus for taking any deci-
sion." 

Amit Mitra asks Centre to take 
decisions at GST council by consensus

Mumbai, Jun 28: 

Home-grown auto major
Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M)
on Monday launched the all-
new Scorpio-N SUV in five
variants, equipped with
advanced modern features
and latest technology, with
prices starting from Rs 11.99
lakh (ex-showroom). The
bookings for the latest SUV
will commence from July 30
online as well as at Mahindra
dealerships, while the deliv-
eries will begin from the
upcoming festive season, the
company said. M&M said it
has invested Rs 1,600 crore
in the development of the
new product, which includes
setting up of a world-class
highly automated manufac-
turing line at its Chakan
manufacturing facility in
Pune. The vehicle is simulta-

neously being unveiled in
South Africa and Nepal,
alongside the India launch.
Additionally, Mahindra is
committed to introduce the
all-new Scorpio-N in
Australia and New Zealand, it
said. The all-new Scorpio-N
will be competing with other
vehicles in the segment such
as Tata Safari, Hyundai Creta,
Toyota Fortuner, among oth-
ers. The five variants include
Z2, Z4, Z6, Z8 as well as the
top-spec variant Z8L, which
comes with a price tag of Rs
19.49 lakh. The all-new
Scorpio-N comes in both
petrol and diesel engine with
a choice of manual and auto-
matic transmissions and
offered with a 4x4 option.
Poised to take forward the
'game-changer' legacy of the
Scorpio brand, the latest
vehicle is designed, engi-
neered and built to disrupt
the SUV segment with its
class-leading attributes, fea-
tures and capabilities, to be
acknowledged as the
'#BigDaddyOfSUVs', the com-
pany said. Mahindra refers to
Scorpio-N as 'BigDaddy'.

Mahindra launches 
all-new Scorpio-N SUV

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Mukesh Ambani has re-
signed from the board of
his group's telecom arm,
Reliance Jio and handed
over the reins of the com-
pany to elder son Akash, a
step seen as succession
planning by the 65-year old
billionaire. In a stock ex-
change filing, Reliance Jio
Infocomm said the compa-
ny's board at a meeting on
June 27, "approved the ap-
pointment of Akash M
Ambani, non-executive di-

rector, as chairman of the
board of directors of the
company." This comes
after his father resigned
with effect from close of
working hours on June 27,
it said.

Among other appoint-
ments, Pankaj Mohan
Pawar was appointed
Managing Director of the
company for five years be-
ginning June 27.
Raminder Singh Gujral
and KV Chowdary were
appointed independent di-
rectors, it added.

Mukesh Ambani resigns from
Jio, son Akash made chairman

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Tata Motors on Tuesday
said it will increase the
prices of its commercial
vehicles, in the range of
1.5 to 2.5 per cent, from
July 1 to partially offset
rising input costs.

The hike will be across
the range of commercial
vehicles and the quantum
will depend on individual
model and variant, Tata
Motors said in a regulato-
ry filing. "While the com-
pany takes extensive

measures to absorb a sig-
nificant portion of the in-
creased input costs at var-
ious levels of manufactur-
ing, the steep rise in over-
all input costs makes it
imperative to pass on a
residual proportion via a
minimised price hike," it
said.

In April, Tata Motors
had hiked the prices of its
passenger vehicles by 1.1
per cent and those of com-
mercial vehicles by 2 - 2.5
per cent to partially offset
rising input costs.

Tata Motors to increase
prices of commercial vehicles

Mumbai, Jun 27: 

This World Chocolate
Day, celebrate good times
with your loved ones by
gifting chocolaty goodness
from the specially curated
Chocolate Day Store on
Amazon.in. Delve deeper
into the delights of cocoa
and avail great offers and
deals across a wide variety
of chocolate inspired prod-
ucts from top brands such
as Ferrero Rocher, Nestle
Kitkat, Cadbury
Bournville, Hershey’s,
Dukes, mCaffeine,
Mamaearth, PLUM and
more till 7th July on
Amazon.in. Customers can
purchase these products
from the comfort and safety
of their homes with an in-
stant discount of 10% on
ICICI /SBI Credit Card
with a maximum discount
of Rs 300 on credit card till
7th July 2022. If you are a
Prime member shopping

for Chocolates on Amazon
Fresh then you can enjoy
free delivery on all orders
above INR 199. Prime is de-
signed to make your life
better every single day.
Customers who haven’t
joined Prime yet can join
Prime for INR 1,499/year,
INR 459 for three months or
Rs 179 for one month at
amazon.in/prime and
enjoy multiple Prime bene-
fits such as unlimited ac-
cess to award-winning
movies & TV shows with
Prime Video, unlimited ac-
cess to more than 70 million
songs, ad-free with Prime
Music, a free rotating selec-
tion of more than 1,000
books: magazines and
comics with Prime
Reading, access to free in-
game content and benefits
with Gaming with Prime,
new product launches,
early access to Deals and
more, in addition to the free
and fast delivery.

Celebrate World Chocolate
Day with Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

Marwadi University, the
youngest University in Gujarat
to be awarded the Centre of
Excellence (CoE) status by the
Gujarat Government, has
opened its admissions for the
academic session 2022-23. This
is for courses including
Science, Engineering,
Commerce, Computer
Applications, Law, Arts,
Pharmacy, Physiotherapy,
Business Administration,
Management, Agriculture and
Research. At the UG level,
admissions are open for: B.Tech
in Electrical, Mechanical, Civil,

IT, ICT, Computer, Chemical &
Automobile, B.Sc., BBA, B.Com,
B.Com LL.B.(Hons.), BA
LL.B.(Hons.), LL.M., BCA, B.Sc.
IT, B.Pharm, B. Physiotherapy,
and B. Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture.
At the PG level, students can
apply for degrees in M.Tech in
Mechanical, Civil, Environment
Engineering, Chemical
Engineering, Cyber Security,
CAD/CAM, Thermal, ICT,
Computer, Geo-tech, structure,
Transport Engineering, and
Electrical – Electric & Hybrid
Vehicles Power Electronics &
Electrical Drives; M.Sc. in
Microbiology, Bio-Technology,
Chemistry, Physics, Maths, and

Environmental Science; M.Sc.
in Cyber Security & Cyber Law;
MBA, MBA (Business
Analytics). Sandeep Sancheti,
Provost, Marwadi University
said, "We take pride in building
smart, future-ready personnel
that not only have the potential
of being employable across
sectors, but also become lead-
ers and achieve excellence in
their chosen path. The exem-
plary teaching and learning
practices; culture of innovation,
campus diversity, vibrant cam-
pus life and a sturdy industry-
academia connections are the
hallmarks of Marwadi
University.”

Marwadi University is home to 10,700 students 
Mumbai, Jun 28: 

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty rebound-
ed from early lows to close
marginally up on Tuesday
following fag-end buying in
energy, IT and auto stocks
and a recovery in global eq-
uities.

Posting gains for a fourth
session in a row, the 30-
share BSE Sensex settled
up 16.17 points or 0.03 per
cent at 53,177.45. During the
day, it had declined 389.75
points or 0.73 per cent to
52,771.53. The NSE Nifty

gained 18.15 points or 0.11
per cent to 15,850.20. In the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Reliance
Industries, Dr Reddy's
Laboratories, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel and
Larsen & Toubro were
among the gainers. Titan,
Asian Paints, Bajaj Finserv,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
ICICI Bank were among the
major laggards. Elsewhere
in Asia, markets in Tokyo,
Shanghai, Seoul and Hong
Kong bounced back after
initial decline and ended
with gains.

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Seeking to put in place a
strict regulatory frame-
work for vegan foods in
the country, FSSAI has
made it compulsory for
manufacturers of such
products to display the
logo specified by the au-
thority for easier recogni-
tion as well as ensure
traceability of the prod-
ucts up to the level of
manufacturers.

Besides, sellers of
vegan foods should either
exclusively or as part of
retail merchandise store
and display the products
in a manner distinguish-
able from non-vegan
foods. The regulator has
also mandated that no
vegan food products
should be imported except
with a certificate issued
by the recognised authori-
ties of the exporting coun-
tries concerned.

FSSAI comes out
with regulations
for vegan foods

Sensex, Nifty end marginally up amid recovery in global markets

ACROSS

1. Openings

5. Caribous' kin

9. Manly

14. Funnyman ____ Idle

15. Handyman's need

16. Dodge

17. ____-do-well

18. Heal

19. Rich dessert

20. More unusual

22. Creepiness

24. School assignment

25. Lucifer

26. Interlock

28. New spouse's boy

33. Actor ____ Hanks

36. Detergent

38. Eye part

39. Soothing plant

41. Nebraska metropolis

43. Circle sections

44. Decrease

46. Door fastener

48. Dead ____ Scrolls

49. Actor Kevin ____

51. Rod's partner

53. Thai, e.g.

55. Musical instrument

59. Steven Spielberg, e.g.

63. Fortuneteller's card

64. Grown-up

65. Dress for Caesar

68. Englishman, for short

69. Feel

70. Send out

71. Mislay

72. Loathed

73. Current fad

74. Wide-spouted pitcher

DOWN

1. Category

2. Zones

3. Wharves

4. Shriek

5. And so forth (Abbr.)

6. Baseball's ____ Gehrig

7. Seoul's country

8. Rains ice

9. Afternoon movie

10. Stratford-upon-____

11. Apple's center

12. Successful songs

13. Poems of praise

21. Bread grains

23. Daily grind (2 wds.)

25. Pillow cover

27. Earliest

29. School org.
30. Knights
31. ____ in a while
32. Space agency (abbr.)
33. Bath powder
34. Bogus butter
35. Velvety growth
37. Companion
40. Superlative ending
42. Car beeper
45. Legislated
47. Retained
50. Mob scene participant
52. Legally responsible
54. Smell
56. Pointer
57. Library no-no
58. Furry swimmer
59. Sprint
60. Original thought
61. Undersized animal
62. Differently
66. Musician's job
67. Had a meal
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You're going to get it all today,
Aquarius. You may not be feeling espe-
cially powerful, and in fact, some
around you may be trying to make you
feel incompetent. Realize that this is a
passing trend and you'll soon bounce
back to your true self. Open your aper-
ture up a little more than usual and let
more light into your life. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today is a day to shine, Pisces, so make
sure you're giving it your all. Get the
credit you deserve for all you do. Try not
to fall into self-pity. Be yourself and peo-
ple will naturally follow your lead. Now
is an excellent time to make some plans
for the future. Stay grounded and on
target with your goals. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is a day of contrasts for you, Aries.
Eat chocolate in the morning and go jog-
ging in the afternoon. Sleep in late and go
to bed early. It's also a day of grounding. If
you can, spend time at home and make
more phone calls than usual. Clean your
desk and organize a bookshelf. Why not
clean the refrigerator while you're at it?
Take care of your pets, too.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The day doesn't begin until you clear your
head and take stock of some pending per-
sonal issues, Taurus. You might be making
mountains out of molehills. Realize that
there is a path for everybody. Put your
aggression away today. It's powerful, but
it won't do any good. Keep your power
under wraps. Concentrate on the mun-
dane tasks that need to be done. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today might be a somewhat difficult
day for you, Gemini. Instinctively, you'll
want to escape the situation and
explore your freedom, but something
will be holding you back. Take care of
the bills on your desk and deal with the
mess in the bedroom. Clearing the
physical space around you will help
clear your mental space, too. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The world is wide open to you today,
Cancer. Take advantage of all the great
things on offer. You may not realize it,
but you have a loyal fan club building in
the wings. The things you say and do
affect others. This is a fantastic day to
take charge and lead others who seem to
be floundering. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Speak your mind today, Leo, but don't
take offense if it seems like no one is
listening. Don't push your viewpoint.
Concentrate on your goals and aspira-
tions, and feel free to push them to the
limit. You might have been doing a lot
of talking lately. Getting those ideas
out there is a great thing. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Get your head out of the clouds today,
Virgo, and come back to Earth for just a
little bit. There are some things you need
to take care of here. Mundane tasks and
routine jobs won't be painful after you
set your mind to getting them done.
You'll be able to accomplish quite a bit.
Just make sure to keep a level head
about the reality of the situation.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Bring things down to Earth today,
Libra. Get grounded and enjoy the day.
You'll find that the more you slow
down and adopt a caring, sensitive,
receptive attitude, the more things
will naturally flow your way. This isn't
a day to fight. It's a day to connect
with others on a symbiotic level.
Nurture yourself and others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a fantastic day for you, Scorpio, so
enjoy yourself fully. Your emotions will be
stable, and you'll find that you have a very
expansive sense of well-being. Your self-
confidence is strong, and you should use this
to your advantage. This energy may be sub-
tle, but if you tune into it early in the day and
set a plan for what you want to accomplish,
you'll find you can be quite productive.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today is a good day for you to simply get
things done. Take care of those annoying
tasks that have been building up for a while.
You have a great opportunity to accomplish
quite a bit. People are less concerned with
frivolous drivel and gossip than they are
with setting a plan for meeting an important
goal. Contribute to this trend by getting seri-
ous about the tasks at hand.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your emotions may seem a bit muddy
today and you might not understand the
reason why, Capricorn. Share your
thoughts with others, and you should
find that talking it out will help you sort
through the maelstrom of feelings. If you
need to, shift things down to second gear
for a little more power. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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W
hen it comes to being athletic, fit
and sporty, actor Tiger Shroff
ticks all the boxes. The youth

icon is Japanese sportswear brand,
ASICS India's top choice when it comes
to connecting with its audience.

As part of the brand's long-term vision
and commitment to sustainability, they
unveiled their Ambience Mall,
Gurugram store in an all-new avatar
with Tiger Shroff taking the lead. The
store, launched on 22nd June is a blend of
multiple digital touchpoints, a sustain-
ability zone inspired by the brand's phi-
losophy of ‘Sound Mind, Sound Body'
which focuses on an all-encompassing
spirit that inspires the athlete in each
one of us.

Excerpts:
Abs are made in the kitchen and not

in the gym, do you agree?
Tiger: I follow 7-day holistic workout

regime, with each day focusing on a par-
ticular part of the body, but keeping a
check on what I eat on a regular basis is
equally important. I usually follow a
healthy and balanced diet. Also, keeping
your body hydrated is equally important.

Those who can dance can also be
sporty and athletic, which activity do
you enjoy the most?

Tiger: Yeah, I agree with that, to excel
in sports you must have a combination
good balance, speed, agility, and good co-
ordination. While I really enjoy dancing
my other favorite sport would definitely
be basketball and football.

When it comes to working out a
good pair of sneakers go a long way
in preventing knee and back injury,
which pair sneakers do you use for

the gym and which one for cardio and
runs?

Tiger: Yes absolutely - the comfort,
technology and style are things that top
my list when choosing a footwear.
Hence, what I really like about ASICS
is that the USP and focus, has consis-
tently been in upgrading the technol-
ogy and comfort along with offering
choices in their styles. I really love
ASICS Gel Quantum 360, it's my per-
sonal favorite pair from ASICS. The
shoe infuses sport into a futuristic
look, pulling inspiration from GEL®
technology cushioning and the au-
thenticity of its design.

Tell us about your upcoming
film projects.

Tiger: Currently, i am shooting
for Ganapath and prepping for
my other upcoming projects.

How do you feel about
your association with
ASICS and what are your
thoughts on the new
store?

Tiger: My association
with ASICS has been re-
ally fruitful. I am grate-
ful to be a part of a
group of esteemed
people, both global
and national that
believe and help in
propagating the im-
portance of having a
‘Sound Mind in a Sound Body'. I'm truly
a huge fan of the brand even before my
association with them especially for the
technology-advanced shoes that they
offer.

Tiger Shroff talks
fashion and sports

S
tar Plus is gearing
up for the launch of
its new offering

'Anandi Baa aur Emily'.
Starring the dynamic ac-
tress Jazzy Ballerini in
the titular role of 'Firangi
Bahu - Emily'.

Jazzy Ballerini has
lived in different coun-
tries growing up, and this
factors into her love for
travel and the curiosity to
learn more about differ-
ent cultures. One of the
things that attracted her
to India was Bollywood
and acting. Her first suc-
cessful project was Sidhu
Moosewala's Punjabi film
'Teri Meri Jodi' in 2019.

Many people don't
know about her passion
towards film and acting,
especially Indian cinema.
Sidhu Moosewala's
movie gave her a big
break and Jazzy gained
her footing in the film in-
dustry.

Jazzy Ballerini on
working with Sidhu
Moosewala, "It was an ho-
nour to have been a part
of a project with Sidhu
Moosewala. it was my
second time in India so I
didn’t have a understand-
ing about celebrity’s
there but soon after liv-
ing in India I realised
that he was a legend for
this country. I feel really
happy that I got to work

with him. May he rest in
peace."

Her new show 'Anandi
Baa aur Emily' will ex-
plore the small-town of
Gujarat and its livelihood
of down-to-earth and tra-
ditional people who are
absolutely boggled by the
appearance of a foreign-

er 'Bahu'!
What will happen

when the traditional
'Saas' and sassy 'Videshi
Bahu' make their way
through day-to-day life?

To find out, tune in to
'Anandi Baa aur Emily',
premiering on the 4th of
July, only on Star Plus!

Emily Jazzy shared the screen
space with Sidhu Moosewala

I
nternational Plastic
Bag Free Day, ob-
served on July 3 an-

nually, is a global initia-
tive to eliminate plastic
bag use. &TV artists -
Shivya Pathania (Devi
Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Akansha Sharma
(Sakina Mirza, Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai? ),
Ashna Kishore (Kate,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai) talk about
plastic-free lifestyle and
reducing the use of plas-
tic for a sustainable envi-
ronment.

Akansha Sharma aka
Sakina Mirza in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? says, “The most haz-
ardous type of plastic is
single-use plastic. The so-
lution to this problem

lies in replacement. A
paradigm shift is trig-
gered by switching to
something reusable and
accepting responsibility.
At my home, we all use
cloth bags rather than
plastic ones. I also use
copper and glass bottles
rather than plastic.
When we step out to buy
groceries, we carry our
cloth bags to avoid taking
plastic bags. Sincerity
says that altering some
of our routine behav-
iours will help us endure
in this magnificent but
limited world.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV artists urge to practice
a plastic-free lifestyle!

A
ctress Neeharika
Roy portrays the
character Radha

alongside Shabir
Ahluwalia's Mohan in
Prateek Sharma's latest
show 'Pyar Ka Pehla
Naam: Radha Mohan'.

The actress is happy to
have bagged the part, and
shares that the daily soap
has a flavour of its own.

"I think the concept of
this show is unique. It's a
kind of love story but is
completely different from
the other TV shows. Also,
the character Tulsi, which
is that of a soul, played by
Keerti Nagpure, is very in-
teresting, passionate, and
so human that the viewers
can easily relate to all its
emotions. The flow of the
show is also beautiful," she
says.

Neeharika feels strong
characters influence a
story well, making it more
appealing. "We witness
normal characters in our
everyday life. But we are
delighted when we come
across strong characters
or personalities who have
made a difference. Even as
viewers our dream is to be-
come such characters. If
the story contains such
strong parts, viewers defi-
nitely like that," she ex-
plains.

She opines that these
days the audience has be-
come more receptive to

relatable content. While
the 'saas-bahu' sagas still
have their own audience,
times are changing.

"I do think that relat-
able content definitely at-
tracts an audience. But at
the same time a unique
and interesting concept
can also attract as well as
influence the viewers. As
far as 'saas-bahu' sagas
are concerned, it had defi-
nitely had its charm
when this started initial-
ly. But that concept has al-
ready been repeated sev-

eral times. And I feel, the
audience does not want to
see the same thing again
and again," she shares.

Neeharika is content
with the response to 'Pyar
Ka Pehla Naam: Radha
Mohan'.

"The response has
mostly been overwhelm-
ing. We get many mes-
sages and feedback on so-
cial media. Our efforts
are driven towards mak-
ing the show all the more
entertaining for the view-
ers," she sings off.

Neeharika Roy: ‘Pyar Ka Pehla Naam’ is
also a love story but with a unique flavour

After the viral success of the
first promo, Sony

Entertainment Television's
prestigious show 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati' for its 14th season is
back with a second promo!
This time around the host,
Amitabh Bachchan asked his
hot seat guest, Mr. Gyanchand,
a question revolving around
the lockdown. As his answer
proved that he does not check
his facts before believing news
to be true, Mr. Bachchan asked
him and all the viewers to
always verify the facts before
believing information. 
The campaign around the 14th
season of 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati' revolves around fake
news or misinformation with
the tagline being, '*Gyaan
jahaan se mile bator lo, lekin
pehele tatol lo.* With this, the
show wants to spread aware-
ness around misinformation
and its harmful effect on our
knowledge of world affairs.
The show asks viewers to
always check if any informa-
tion that has been received by
them is true or false, by verifi-
able mediums.

Second
promo of

KBC is out !

S
tating that he was im-
mensely proud of the
content being gener-

ated by Malayalam cine-
ma, actor Prithviraj on
Monday said that the only
genre that the industry
had slightly forgotten was
the mass action entertain-
er genre and that his up-
coming film 'Kaduva' was a
step in that direction.

Speaking at the launch
of the film's teaser in
Chennai, which was at-
tended by the entire cast of
'Kaduva' and a host of
celebrities including
Tamil actors Arya and
Jiiva, Prithviraj said, "We
have to have all kinds of
films. Right now, the
Malayalam industry is
making superb films. We
are going through a phase
where we are making su-
perb content but we've
missed out one genre. I, as
a film lover, miss the mass
masala commercial enter-
tainers in Malayalam. So,
when they narrated this
script to me in 2017, I felt it
had been a long time since
such films had come out in
Malayalam.

"Let me make it clear, the
multi-city promotions that
we have embarked on is not
only for 'Kaduva'. This is
the first step of a big
process. I am someone who
wishes that from now on, all
big Malayalam films that
are to be released are re-

leased in this fashion. We
have to come and communi-
cate with our audience in
every state on a first person
basis. I hope and pray that
we will be able to sustain
this process for all big re-
leases coming from
Kerala."The title of the film,
which features Prithviraj
and Samyuktha Menon in
the lead and Bollywood
actor Vivek Oberoi playing
a pivotal role, means Tiger
in Malayalam. It is actually
also a short form of the
hero's name in the film,
Prithviraj disclosed while
replying to a question that
was posed to him after the
launch.

‘Kaduva’ will be a refreshing
change, says actor Prithviraj
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Kuala Lumpur, Jun 28 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy
faced stiff resistance be-
fore prevailing against
local hero Daren Liew as
the Indian shuttler pro-
gressed to the men's sin-
gles second round of the
Malaysia Open, here on
Tuesday.

A former top-10 player,
Prannoy, who had reached
the semifinals of
Indonesia Open Super 1000
earlier this month,
emerged a 21-14 17-21 21-18
winner in 62 minutes.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, ranked 21st cur-
rently, will face fourth
seeded Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei next at the
Super 750 badminton tour-
nament.

Prannoy's win brought
some cheers to the Indian
camp after B Sai Praneeth
and Sameer Verma made
early exits. While
Praneeth went down to
world number six
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting
of Indonesia, Sameer lost
to world number 8 Jonatan
Christie, also from
Indonesia. The 30-year-old
Praneeth, currently
ranked world number 19,
lost 15-21 21-19 9-21 to
Ginting in a 50-minute

men's single match.
This was eight meeting

between the two players
with the Indonesian now
leading the head-to-head
record 5-3. They last
played at the 2020 Asian
Team championships
where Ginting won the
contest after Praneeth re-
tired due to an injury.

Sameer, who is making
a comeback from injury,
fought for 49 minutes be-
fore losing 14-21 21-13 7-21
in another match. In dou-
bles, women's pairing of

Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy also bowed
out of the tournament
after losing 15-21 11-21 to
Japanese duo of Nami
Matsuyama and Chiharu
Shida, seeded sixth.
Prannoy was slow off the
mark but opened up a
healthy 11-7 lead at the
break. His strokes pene-
trated the defence of his
opponent, who looked lit-
tle passive as Prannoy was
rewarded for his alertness
and better control in the
rallies. The Indian kept

putting the shuttles on the
right areas and with Liew
making some uncharac-
teristic errors meant
Prannoy's lead was not
threatened.

In the end, it was anoth-
er return at the baseline
which gave Prannoy the
bragging rights.

After the change of
sides, Liew took a 7-4 ad-
vantage with Prannoy
going to the nets repeated-
ly. The Indian soon turned
the tide with his smashes
on his rival's forehand.

Prannoy advances, Praneeth,
Sameer exit Malaysia Open Leeds, Jun 28 (PTI):

Relentless in their 3-0
sweep of New Zealand,
England captain Ben Stokes
said there will be no let-up
in intensity against India in
the upcoming rescheduled
fifth Test.

Under the leadership of
Stokes and new coach
Brendon McCullum,
England recorded a phe-
nomenal 3-0 win in the Test
series against reigning WTC
champions New Zealand,
capping it off with a seven-
wicket victory in the third
and final match at
Headingley.

The one-off Test against
India, a part of last year's
five-match series, which was
abandoned due to a COVID-
19 outbreak, will begin at
Edgbaston on Friday.

"Trust me when I say this.
We'll be coming out with ex-
actly the same (aggressive)
mindset, even though it's a
different opposition," Stokes
said on Monday.

"Obviously, it's going to be
a completely different... dif-
ferent opposition, with their
attack and players as well.
"We'll be concentrating on
what we've done well over
these last three games and
look to continue that against
India on Friday." The visi-
tors are leading the five-
match series 2-1 but will face

a revitalised England,
which comprise only four
members -- Ollie Pope, Joe
Root, Bairstow and James

Anderson -- from last year's
fourth Test against the
Indians.

Stokes himself was not

available for the series last
year as he had taken a break
to focus on his mental
health.

England endured a tough
time in the last few months,
winning just once in 17
Tests before the New
Zealand series.

Praising his teammates
for turning things around,
Stokes said: "To walk away
with a 3-0 series win over the
best team in the world is a
pretty special start."

"I've got to show a huge
amount of testament to the
team over these three
games. They've been ab-
solutely phenomenal."

Stokes took over the cap-
taincy after Root relin-
quished the position follow-
ing England's 0-1 series de-
feat to the West Indies in
April.

"When I took over this job,
it was more than results for
me. It was about changing
the mindset of the lads to-
wards Test cricket, about
having fun, and enjoying the
fact that you're out there
representing your country,
and the results look after it-
self. "But to say that we've
done it so quickly is just un-
believable. I can only do so
much, so I've got to show a
huge amount of credit to
Brendon, in the way that
he's come in and influenced
this group."

England will come out with same 
mindset against India: Ben Stokes

England's captain Ben Stokes holds up the series trophy at the
presentation ceremony as England players celebrate after play on
day 5 of the third cricket Test match between England and New
Zealand at Headingley.

London, June 28 (AP):

Eoin Morgan confirmed
his retirement from inter-
national cricket and
stepped down as England's
white-ball captain after
more than seven years on
Tuesday.

After England's dismal
failure at the 2015 Cricket
World Cup, Morgan spear-
headed the team's white-
ball transformation to a
bold, attacking approach
and unprecedented
heights.

He led England's to its
first global 50-over title at
the 2019 World Cup, and
the No. 1 ranking in one-
day internationals and
Twenty20s. They enjoyed
series victories against
every major team and 60%
success on his watch.

As with all great players
and leaders, he has
changed the way the game
has been played, and he
has changed the way an
entire generation and gen-
erations to come will play
this form of the game, Rob

Key, the managing direc-
tor of England men's
cricket, said. His legacy
within the game will be
felt for many years to
come.

Morgan's teams have the
three highest ODI totals;
last week in the
Netherlands they raised
the world record to 498-4.

However, he scored con-
secutive ducks in the first
two matches and missed
the third with a groin
issue.

His form and fitness
have been in decline. Over
the last year and a half, the
35-year-old Morgan has

only one half-century in 48
innings in international
and domestic T20s and
ODIs.

To call time on what has
been without doubt the
most enjoyable and re-
warding chapter of my ca-
reer hasn't been an easy
decision, but I believe now
is the right time to do so,
both for me, personally,
and for both England
white-ball sides I have led
to this point, he said.

England allrounder
Moeen Ali, who won the
2019 World Cup with
Morgan, wasn't surprised
by the captain's timing.

Wellington, Jun 28 (PTI):

India will be touring
New Zealand for a white-
ball series comprising
three T20Is and as many
ODIs after the World T20
in Australia, New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) said on
Tuesday.

The series will be held
between November 18 to 30
and New Zealand will re-
turn to India for a white-
ball series in January next
year.

"India will arrive in
New Zealand at the conclu-
sion of the world cup to
play the BLACKCAPS in
three T20s at Wellington,
Tauranga and Napier, and
three ODIs at Auckland,
Hamilton and
Christchurch," NZC said
in a release.

"The BLACKCAPS will
then depart for the sub-
continent for a tour of
Pakistan and a short form
series in India, before re-
turning in early February
to prepare for the two
Tests against England at
Tauranga (D/N) and

Wellington."
India will be playing a

rescheduled one-off fifth
Test against England be-
ginning on Friday, besides
featuring in three T20Is
and as many ODIs at the
Old Blighty.

India will then tour the
West Indies for a white-
ball series comprising
three ODIs and five T20Is
in July-August in the run-
up to the T20 World Cup.

In a jam-packed interna-
tional schedule, New
Zealand will also play a
day-night Test against
England, while six teams
will be touring the country
in the 2022-23 home sum-
mer.

Besides India, the other
touring teams include
Pakistan, Bangladesh,

England and Sri Lanka
men's teams, and
Bangladesh women.

One of the prominent
features of the schedule is
England's series opener at
Bay Oval, starting
February 16 the first day-
night Test in New Zealand
since the BLACKCAPS de-
feated the same opposition
by an innings at Eden
Park in 2018.

The New Zealand
women's team, after com-
peting at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
and returning from their
tour of the West Indies,
will host Bangladesh in
T20 and ODI series before
departing in January for
South Africa, where they
will contest the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup.

India to tour New Zealand for 
white-ball series after T20 World Cup

November 18 : 1st T20; Sky Stadium, Wellington
November 20 : 2nd T20; Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui
November 22 : 3rd T20; McLean Park, Napier
November 25 : 1st ODI; Eden Park, Auckland
November 27 : 2nd ODI; Seddon Park, Hamilton
November 30 : 3rd ODI; Hagley Oval, Christchurch.

Fixtures: India tour of New Zealand

Eoin Morgan retires, draws curtains
on glorious international career

Galle, Jun 28 (AP):

After an unexpected 3-0
series defeat on the previ-
ous tour of Sri Lanka six
years ago, Australia ex-
pects to bat much better on
spin-friendly pitches in
the two-test series in Galle
starting on Wednesday.

Australia has found
playing on Asia's turning
pitches hard in the past
but has done well recently,
beating Pakistan 1-0 in a
three-match series in
March. Of more signifi-
cance, Sri Lanka's spin at-
tack doesn't have the expe-
rience and variety of the
retired Rangana Herath
and Dilruwan Perera,
whose combined 43 wick-
ets caused Australia's
downfall in the 2016 series.

In a lot of ways it will be
quite different, Australia
captain Pat Cummins said
in comparing the condi-
tions in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

(Pakistan) was subconti-
nent but it wasn't big turn.
There was so much we did
well over there. We con-
trolled the tempo of the
match. In some ways it
will be a bigger challenge
(in Sri Lanka) when it

quickens up faster than
Pakistan." Sri Lanka can
field left-arm spinners
Lasith Embuldeniya and
Praveen Jayawickrama
and offspinner Ramesh
Mendis. Also in the squad
is legspinner Jeffrey
Vandersay, uncapped in
tests.

The first three have
played only 27 tests com-

bined, but Sri Lanka will
be encouraged by how well
the spinners performed in
the one-day international
series it won 3-2. Sri
Lanka's seam bowlers have
been better than the spin-
ners: Asitha Fernando and
Kasun Rajitha carried the
team to victory in the re-
cent two-test series in
Bangladesh.

Wimbledon, Jun 28 (AP):

These days, Novak
Djokovic makes history
just about every time he
wins another match. On
Monday, the top-ranked
Serb did just that at
Wimbledon.

Djokovic, a six-time
champion at the All
England Club, beat Kwon
Soon-woo 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 on
Centre Court, his 80th vic-
tory at the grass-court
major. With it, he became
the first man or woman to
win that many matches at
each of the four Grand
Slam tennis tournaments.

Djokovic was playing for
the first time since losing
to Rafael Nadal last month
in the French Open quar-
terfinals.

It didn't all go his way on

Monday, however.
With the roof closed be-

cause of sporadic rain,
Kwon was able to pick his
spots with his booming
forehand. It all came to-
gether in the second set,
and even continued into
the third, but Djokovic
stepped it up and played
like he usually plays in
southwest London unbeat-
able. Djokovic has won the
last three Wimbledon ti-
tles and is going for his
seventh overall. That
would put him in a tie for
the second most with Pete
Sampras and William
Renshaw. Only Roger
Federer, with eight, has
more.

Another major title
would also give him 21 for
his career. Nadal has 22,
and Federer has 20.

Dubai, Jun 28 (PTI):

On the back of her splen-
did performance in the just-
concluded T20 series
against Sri Lanka, India's
left-arm spinner Radha
Yadav has moved up to the
13th spot in the ICC
Women's T20 players rank-
ings.

As per the latest rankings
released by the ICC, Yadav
has progressed seven places
to the 13th among bowlers
after bagging four wickets
in the series against Sri

Lanka, which India won 2-1.
In batting chart, Sri

Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu has moved up
one place to a career-best
seventh position after ag-
gregating 139 runs in three
matches. She had struck a
match-winning 80 not out
in the final T20I in
Dambulla.

Athapaththu has also
gained two slots to reach
seventh in the all-rounders'
list.

Indian batters Smriti
Mandhana (fourth),
Jemimah Rodrigues (14th)
and captain Harmanpreet
Kaur (18th) have retained
their places in the batting
list. The other Indian
bowlers who have advanced
in rankings are Pooja
Vastrakar, who has moved
up 30 places to the 32nd
spot, and Renuka Thakur,
who has jumped 83 places to
reach the 97th spot.

Vastrakar clinched only
two wickets in the T20 se-
ries, while she also scored
27 runs. Thakur was also
able to clinch only two
wickets in the three-match
T20 series.

Radha Yadav moves up in
Women’s T20 rankings

Djokovic makes more history
with 1st round win at Wimbledon

Cummins: Australia up for spin
challenge in Sri Lanka tests

Sri Lankas cricket captain Dimuth Karunaratne, left, and his
Australian counterpart Pat Cummins pose for photographers hold-
ing the Warne-Muralitharan Trophy ahead of their first test crick-
et match in Galle, Sri Lanka, Tuesday.

Gros Islet , Jun 28 (AP):

West Indies beat
Bangladesh by 10 wickets in
the second Test and took a
one-sided series 2-0 at
Daren Sammy
Stadium.Both Tests were
won well inside four days. A
wet field washed out the
first two sessions on
Monday, but when
Bangladesh resumed on
132-6, needing 42 more runs
to make West Indies bat
again, play lasted less than
12 overs. Bangladesh's sec-
ond innings extended nine
more overs and 54 more
runs before it was all over
on 186. Nurul Hasan was
stranded on 60 not out from
50 balls.

Needing 13 runs to win,

West Indies openers John
Campbell and captain
Kraigg Brathwaite took 17
balls. Bangladesh's 100th
Test loss came after it
scored 234 and 186 and West
Indies 408 and 13 not out.

When the day's play got
underway, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz got off with a mark
with a boundary then was
out next ball trying to block
an Alzarri Joseph bouncer
and edging behind.

Jayden Seales bagged in
the one over Ebadot
Hossain and Shoriful Islam
for ducks. Seales, Joseph
and Kemar Roach each took
three wickets.

Khaled Ahmed was run
out for a duck from the non-
striker's end when Nurul
wasn't looking for a run.

West Indies beats Bangladesh
by 10 wickets for Test series

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):

After a disastrous IPL-15
campaign, the Mumbai
Indians are all set to start
their preparations in
earnest for the next edi-
tion, with a three-week ex-
posure tour of England in
July for their uncapped
Indian players. Apart from
enjoying training at vari-
ous state-of-the-art facili-
ties, the Indian youngsters
of MI will be playing at
least 10 T20 games against
top club sides across multi-
ple counties.

"NT Tilak Varma, Kumar
Kartikeya, Ramandeep
Singh, Hrithik Shokeen are
some of the players who
will get exposure playing
against top T20 club sides
in trying conditions.
"Arjun Tendulkar, who is
also in UK and South
African younngster
Dewald Brevis are also
likely to join the touring
party," an IPL insider privy
to the development told PTI
on condition of anonymity.
The MI support staff head-
ed by chief coach Mahela
Jayawardene will be in
England to oversee the
progress of the Indian
players.

MI organise 
three-week UK 

exposure trip for Indian
domestic players
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Jammu & Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha with a student during the 7th
Convocation of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology
of Jammu, Tuesday.

VARSITY CONVOCATION 

Commuters wade through a waterlogged street amid rainfall, in Varanasi, Tuesday.

WATERLOGGED STREET
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Patna, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The ruling BJP in Bihar
was left red-faced inside
the state assembly on
Tuesday when the House
was adjourned on account
of thin attendance, with
no member even of its ally,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U), turning
up in the post-lunch ses-
sion.

This was construed, by a
section of the media, to be
a nudge and a wink from
the Chief Minister’s party
to the RJD-led opposition
which has been disrupting
the House since Monday
over Agnipath. However,
JD(U) leaders strongly de-
nied insinuations to this
effect. A boycott of the re-
maining part of the mon-

soon session, which has
two more working days to
go, was announced during
the lunch hour by the
leader of the opposition
Tejashwi Yadav, who
railed against the Speaker
not allowing a discussion
on the Agnipath scheme.

He was joined by Left al-

lies and Akhtarul Iman,
the state chief of AIMIM,
and legislators of these
parties were predictably
absent. The Congress,
which has been maintain-
ing that following es-
trangement with the RJD
it was no longer a part of
the Grand Alliance , also

made itself scarce.
However, the absence of
JD(U) members, and the
failure of an adequate
number of BJP MLAs to
turn up after lunch was
felt when the proceedings
began at 2 P.M. BJP MLA
from Darbhanga Sanjay
Saraogi began a discus-
sion on the need for re-
warding those who take an
active interest in legisla-
tive business, citing the ex-
ample of assemblies of
some other states.

After his speech, anoth-
er party MLA sought to
draw the attention of
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Sinha to the lack of quo-
rum .

As per rules, the House
must have 10 per cent of
its 243 members for pro-
ceedings to continue.
Incidentally, the BJP on its
own has a tally of more
than thrice the required
number.

Thin attendance causes
adjournment of Bihar assembly

RJD leader Rabri Devi with party leaders stage a protest
over the issue of unemployment during the ongoing
Monsoon session of the Assembly, in Patna, Tuesday.

 Triggers fresh 
speculations of 
BJP-JD(U) rift

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2288  ((PPTTII))::

About 31 per cent of sitting
Rajya Sabha MPs have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves while the average assets
of the Upper House members
are Rs 79.54 crore, according to
a report released by ADR-
National Election Watch . 

Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and National
Election Watch have analyzed
the criminal, financial and other
background details of 226 out of
233 sitting MPs. In the current
Rajya Sabha, one seat is vacant.
Two MPs have not been
analysed as their affidavits were
unavailable and four seats of
Jammu and Kashmir are unde-
fined, the report said.

Of the 226 sitting Rajya
Sabha MPs, 197 (87 per cent)
are crorepatis’ and the average
assets per Rajya Sabha MP are
Rs 79.54 crore, the report said.

Of 226 Rajya Sabha members,
71 (31 per cent) have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves and 37 (16 per cent) have

declared serious criminal cases.
According to the report, two
Rajya Sabha MPs have declared
cases related to murder (IPC
Section 302) and four MPs have
declared cases related to
attempt to murder (IPC Section
307).

Four Rajya Sabha MPs have
declared cases related to crimes
against women and out of these
four MPs, one namely K C
Venugopal (Congress) from
Rajasthan has declared case
related to rape (IPC Section
376), the report said. 

According to the report, 20
(24 per cent) out of 85 Rajya
Sabha MPs from BJP, 12 (39 per
cent) out of 31 MPs from
Congress, three (23 per cent)
out of 13 from AITC, five (83 per
cent) out of six from RJD, four
(80 per cent) out of five from
CPI(M), three (30 per cent) out
of 10 from AAP, three (33 per
cent) out of nine from YSRCP
and two (50 per cent) out of
four Rajya Sabha MPs from NCP
have declared criminal cases
against themselves in their affi-

davits. The report said nine (11
per cent) out of 85 Rajya Sabha
MPs from BJP, eight (26 per
cent) out of 31 MPs from
Congress, one (8 per cent) out
of 13 Rajya Sabha MPs from
AITC, three (50 per cent) out of
six MPs from RJD, two (40 per
cent) out of five from CPI (M),
one (10 per cent) out of 10 from
AAP, three (33 per cent) out of
nine from YSRCP and one (25
per cent) out of four Rajya
Sabha MPs from NCP have
declared serious criminal cases
against themselves in their affi-
davits.

Giving state-wise details, the
report said that seven (23 per
cent) out of 31 Rajya Sabha MPs
from Uttar Pradesh, 12 (63 per
cent) out of 19 MPs from
Maharashtra, six (33 per cent)
out of 18 from Tamil Nadu, three
(19 per cent) out of 16 from
West Bengal, six (67 per cent)
out of nine from Kerala and 10
(63 per cent) out of 16 Rajya
Sabha MPs from Bihar have
declared criminal cases against
themselves in their affidavits.

ADR-National Election Watch

31% of Rajya Sabha 
MPs have criminal casesKolkata, June 28 (PTI): 

With schools having re-
opened campuses after an
extended summer vaca-
tion, the West Bengal
Board of Primary
Education has issued a set
of guidelines, asking
state-run and aided insti-
tutes to carry out an eval-
uation session to assess
the academic progress of
students in the past two
years of online learning,
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic..

The evaluation will be
carried out in phases, an
official of the board said.

Ananda Handa, a func-
tionary of West Bengal
Primary Teachers
Association, pointed out
that school campuses
were out of bounds for
students due to the pan-
demic, with many chil-
dren having missed out
on lessons due to network
issues or the economic

condition at homes, espe-
cially in the rural areas.
Handa said students are
turning up in large num-
bers after the classes re-
opened on June 27, and
the evaluation exercise
will help teachers get a
better understanding of
the headway made by the
students

R C Bagchi, the board
secretary, said in a notice,
said, to evaluate the stu-
dents’ performances there
will be summative evalua-
tion...which shall be pre-
ceded by formative evalu-
ation.”

He also said that pre-
scribed syllabus will have
to be followed for each
subject.

In accordance with the
notice, the first offline
summative evaluation
will have to be conducted
by schools between July 2
and 12, the second in
September and the third
in December.

Evaluation session
in WB schools soon
To assess academic progress of students in last 2 yrs

Jammu, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Chants of Bam Bam
Bhole and Jai Barfani
Baba ki rented the air as
hundreds of enthusiastic
pilgrims unperturbed by
the looming terror threat
arrived at the Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here
amid tight security on
Tuesday to set out on a
journey to cave shrine in
south Kashmir Himalayas
on Wednesday.

The devotees said their
unflinching faith in Lord
Shiva and the security
forces has encouraged
them to be part of the an-
nual Amarnath Yatra that
is being organised this
year after a gap of two
years on account of the
Covid pandemic. The first

batch of pilgrims will leave
the Jammu base camp on
Wednesday, officials said.
Multi-tier security has
been put in place in and
around the base camp,
lodging centres, and regis-
tration and token centres
amid deployment of over
5,000 security personnel in

Jammu city, the officials
said. “Na chinta na bhay,
Baba Amarnath ji kee jai
(Neither worry nor fear, as
Baba Amarnath Ji with
us),” said Vinay Kumar,
who was part of 12-mem-
ber group from Lucknow
arrived here for his on-
ward journey to cave

shrine of Amarnath in the
first batch on Wednesday.
Lauding the authorities for
the best possible arrange-
ments , Kumar, said, We
have full faith in Lord
Shiva and our security
forces . The group mem-
bers have completed their
registration and got tokens

from Vaishnavi Dham near
railway station for their
journey to cave shrine in
the first batch. “Facilities
are very good and the regis-
tration process is also
smooth. We are very happy
with the arrangements,”
Kumar said.

A Bengaluru resident,
Upmita, who is here with
seven other members of
her family, said their fear
disappeared soon after
reaching the base camp.

Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) is pulling
out all the stops to ensure
smooth pilgrimage, sched-
uled to begin on June 30
from Kashmir, to the holy
cave shrine housing the
naturally formed ice-
lingam in south Kashmir
Himalayas.

AMARNATH YATRA

Unfazed by looming terror threat, hundreds of pilgrims arrive in Jammu

Pilgrims arrive at Bhagwati Nagar base camp, ahead of the commencement of the Amarnath
Yatra 2022, in Jammu, Tuesday.

Puri, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Odisha police has made
elaborate arrangement to
provide “security and
service” for the lakhs of
devotees who will descend
on this seaside pilgrim
town for the annual Ratha
Jatra of Lord Jagannath
and his divine siblings on
July 1 after two years of
the pandemic, a top offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The security bandobast
for seamless service to the
people, ranging from
health service to traffic
problems was reviewed by
Odisha director general of
police S K Bansal during
the day. The security
arrangement has also
been made keeping in

view of the probable ter-
rorist threats, he said. We
are making arrangements
to ensure surakshya and
seva (security and service)
for the visiting devotees.
As directed by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
the police will also pro-
vide service to the devo-
tees to make their visit
memorable, Bansal told
reporters.

A total 180 platoons (1
platoon comprises 30 per-
sonnel) of police force and
over 1,000 officers will be
stationed in the town.
Besides normal police,
tactical units, bomb dis-
posal squads and Coast
Guard personnel will be
stationed to ensure fool-
proof security, the police

said. The Coast Guard will
be deployed in Bay of
Bengal 20 nautical miles
from the coast, the police
said.

A five-tier security
arrangement has been put
in place around the three
chariots which will carry
the idols from the Sri
Jagannath Temple to the
Gundicha Temple, about
three km away.

A three-tier security
arrangement has been
made for the pilgrim
town, which has been di-
vided into 10 zones and 29
sectors. For traffic regula-
tion in the pilgrim town,
the police have made a
three tier arrangement
and a digital route plan,
the police said.

Police to ensure safety and service for devotees 
During Ratha Jatra

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):
A nine-year-old Iraqi girl
suffering from a rare dis-
ease called Diamond
Blackfan Anaemia, was
transplanted with her sis-
ter’s bone marrow, at a pri-
vate facility here, doctors
said on Tuesday. Diamond-
Blackfan Anemia (DBA) is
a rare blood disorder that
occurs when the bone mar-
row fails to make red blood
cells, which are essential
for carrying oxygen from
the lungs to all the other
parts of the body.

In this case, the patient
had a extremely rare pres-
entation of DBA, where
her bone marrow was sup-
pressed and she had low
hemoglobin, platelets and

Total Leukocyte Count
(TLC), said doctors at
HCMCT Manipal Hospitals
in Dwarka. “A bone mar-
row transplant was per-
formed by our team to treat
her. This was a different
case, the little girl was
brought to us with a histo-
ry of weakness and bleed-
ing from the nose and
mouth,” said Divya Bansal,
the doctor who treated the
9-year-old patient. “We
found that she had congen-
ital bone marrow failure
syndrome, called diamond
blackfan anemia. There
was a high PNH clone
(paroxysmal nocturnal he-
moglobinuria), which is
another uncommon condi-
tion in the general popula-
tion and even more so in
children,” she added.

9-yr-old Iraqi girl suffering from
rare blood disorder treated 

 At Delhi hospital



Police custody
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Tuesday extended by
four days the custodial
interrogation of Alt News
co-founder Mohammed
Zubair in a case related
to an objectionable tweet
he had posted in 2018
against a Hindu deity.
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Snigdha
Sarvaria passed the order
after hearing arguments
from Delhi police as well
as the accused.

CBI arrest
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested a man from
Maharashtra's Latur who
had been absconding in a
Vyapam scam case, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. It
was alleged that during
the Forest Guard
Recruitment Test-2013
conducted by Madhya
Pradesh Professional
Examination Board, also
known as Vyapam, Hari
Om Gupta had appeared
in the written examination
against roll no. 394262
impersonating as original
candidate, they said.

Surrender
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: A notorious
leader of the outlawed
CPI (Maoist), who carried
a reward of Rs 5 lakh on
his head, was arrested in
Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday with a cash of Rs
39 lakh in hand, besides
weapons and explosives. 

Mishap
JJaaiippuurr:: Five people were
killed after their car
rammed into a truck
parked on the roadside in
Ahor area of Rajasthan's
Jalore district, police said
on Tuesday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot have expressed
grief over the incident.

Suicide
BBaarrmmeerr:: A woman and
her son-in-law who were
allegedly having an affair
committed suicide by
hanging themselves from
a tree in Rajasthan's
Barmer district, police
said Tuesday. The
deceased were identified
as Dariya (38) and
Hotaram Bhil (25).

Nabbed
KKoohhiimmaa:: Security forces
apprehended four
smugglers with illegal
teak wood worth Rs 2
crore in Nagaland's
Chumoukedima district,
an official said on
Tuesday. Based on spe-
cific input, Assam Rifles
and Nagaland Police in
a joint operation appre-
hended the four smug-
glers with four truck
loads of Burmese Teak
wood at Jharnapani in
Chumoukedima district,
an Assam Rifles officer
said.
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New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):  

A brand new Pawan
Hans' Sikorsky chopper
with 9 people on board
crashed into the Arabian
Sea, about 50 nautical miles
from the Mumbai coast on
Tuesday, killing four people
-- including three ONGC
employees.

The helicopter, which
was part of the six
Sikorsky S-76D helicopters
that Pawan Hans had re-
cently leased from
Milestone Aviation Group,
was about 4-5 minutes away
from its destination -
ONGC's Sagar Kiran rig -
when the incident took
place, company officials
with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

The chopper went down
around 1145 hrs, just 1 nau-
tical mile away from Sagar
Kiran, but managed to stay
afloat with the help of the
attached floaters, helping
rescuers pull out all the
nine, including two pilots,

after ONGC and
Navy/Coast Guard scram-
bled in one of the fastest
rescue missions in the
western offshore.

Four of the nine pulled
out were unconscious and
airlifted in a Navy chopper
to a hospital in Mumbai,

where they were declared
dead, an official said.

Three of the dead are em-
ployees of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC),
the state-owned firm which
had hired helicopter serv-
ice from Pawan Hans to
support its oil and gas ex-
ploration and production
operations in the western
offshore. The fourth person
belongs to a contractor
working for ONGC.

The circumstances that
led to the incident were not
immediately known but
western offshore had in-
clement weather and there
was a swell in the sea.

Officials said ONGC has
already instituted an in-
quiry into the incident.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
also likely to order a sepa-
rate inquiry.

Detailing sequence, offi-
cials said the chopper took
off from Juhu helibase this
morning just like any other
day but 1 or 1.5 km from the
landing zone on the rig, it
went down into the sea.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The death toll in the
building collapse tragedy
in Mumbai's Kurla area
rose to 18 on Tuesday
evening while 14 persons
were injured, civic offi-
cials said.

Of 32 people rescued
from the debris of the
building located in Naik
Nagar society since mid-
night, 18 were declared
brought dead at hospitals.

Five are admitted in hos-
pitals and nine others
were discharged after
treatment, officials said.

Birju Majhi (21), Rahul
Majhi (23), Pappu Majhi
(35) and Mahesh Majhi (40)
were declared brought
dead at hospitals in the
evening.

Notably, NDRF teams
rescued two pigeons alive
from under the debris
nearly 18 hours after the
incident. The search and
rescue operation is still
underway, officials said.

A wing of the building
located in Naik Nagar so-
ciety collapsed while an-

other wing was evacuated
as it too is dilapidated, said
officials of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).
Search and rescue opera-
tions were underway. As
per a senior official, resi-
dents of the building had
been repeatedly warned
about the condition of the
building, but they insisted
on staying there.

As many as 23 people
were rescued from the de-
bris since midnight. Ten of

them were declared dead,
four were admitted in hos-
pitals, and nine were dis-
charged from hospitals
after treatment, said an of-
ficial.

Doctors at the BMC-run
Rajawadi hospital de-
clared Kishor Prajapati
(20), Sikandar Rajbhar
(21), Arvind Rajendra
Bharati (19), Anup
Rajbhar (18), Anil Yadav
(21) and Shyamu Prajapati
(18) as `brought dead'
around 3 pm, he added.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Striking a re-conciliato-
ry note a day after divest-
ing the portfolios of all
nine rebel Shiv Sena min-
isters and against the
backdrop of the Supreme
Court granting relief to
breakaway MLAs, party
chief Uddhav Thackeray
on Tuesday appealed to
the dissidents camping in
Guwahati to return to
Mumbai and talk to him,
saying it's not "too late".

Thackeray's offer to
mend fences comes
against the backdrop of
controversial statements
made by some Shiv Sena
leaders, especially Sanjay
Raut whose "40 bodies
without soul" statement
had caused a flutter.

"It is not too late. I ap-
peal to you to return and
sit with me and remove
the confusion (created by
your actions) among Shiv
Sainiks and the public," a
statement by Thackeray's
aide quoted him as say-
ing.

"If you return and face
me, some way could be

found. As the party presi-
dent and family head, I
still care for you," he said.

Interestingly, rebel
group leader Eknath
Shinde daring the party to
disclose the names of
some of the MLAs camp-
ing in Guwahati reported-
ly in touch with the party
leadership.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Olympic medallist hock-
ey player Birendra Lakra
has been accused of in-
volvement in the murder
of his childhood friend,
Anand Toppo by the father
of the deceased.

Lakra's friend was found
dead inside his flat in
Bhubaneswar in February
this year and the father of
the deceased, Bandhan
Toppo, has accused the
state police of shielding
the hockey player since he
is serving as a DSP.
Bandhan said he has been
struggling to file an FIR for
the last four months but
the state police did not help
him, forcing him to go pub-

lic with his accusations.
Lakra, 32, was part of

India's bronze medal win-
ning team at the Tokyo
Games and also led the na-
tional side at the Asia Cup,
where the team won a
bronze medal.

"We and Birendra were
next door neighbours, so
naturally Anand was his
childhood friend. On
February 28, we got a call

from Birendra that Anand
is unconscious and he is
taking him to the hospital.
Later he informed us that
Anand is no more,"
Bandhan told PTI.

"We asked him what had
happened but he just told
us to come to
Bhubaneswar. We reached
there next day and we were
taken to the local police
station where the officer
told us Anand had commit-
ted suicide. But there was
no suicide note.

"We were shown Anand
body's after much insis-
tence and on the first look I
saw hand marks on his
neck. But the post mortem
report said it was a sui-
cide," said Bandhan.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI) 

The GST Council on
Tuesday approved
changes in tax rates on
some goods and services
while allowing states to
issue an e-way bill for
intra-state movement of
gold and precious stones,
officials said.

The Council, chaired by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing state counterparts,
also cleared a host of com-
pliance procedures for
GST-registered businesses
along with a GoM report

on high-risk tax payers to
check evasion.

The discussion on the
crucial issues of extension
of compensation to states
beyond June 2022 and the
imposition of 28 per cent

GST on casinos, online
gaming and horse racing,
will take place on
Wednesday.

In the meeting on
Tuesday, the Council ac-
cepted the interim report

of the group of state fi-
nance ministers, headed
by Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj S
Bommai, on rate rationali-
sation, including correc-
tion of inverted duty
structure and removing
tax exemption on some
items, to simplify the rate
structure.

The GoM had suggested
withdrawal of GST ex-
emption on a host of serv-
ices including on hotel ac-
commodation of less than
Rs 1,000 per day and re-
placing it with a 12 per
cent tax.

It also recommended a
levy of 5 per cent GST on
room rent (excluding ICU)
charged for hospitalised
patients where the hospi-
tal room charges are above
Rs 5,000 per day.

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The Centre has asked
states and Union territories
to ensure that people taking
part in mass gatherings and
undertaking pilgrimage are
asymptomatic and prefer-
ably fully vaccinated
against COVID-19.

In a letter to states and
UTs on Tuesday, Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said mass gather-
ings in context of various
festivities as well as yatras
are likely to be held in differ-
ent parts of the country in
the coming months, and that
such congregations may po-
tentially facilitate transmis-

sion of infectious diseases,
including COVID-19.

While the trajectory of
COVID-19 cases has declined
significantly from levels
that were observed in earli-
er part of this year, a few
states and UTs across the
country are witnessing a
sustained upswing in the
cases currently. "During
many such events/yatras
lakhs of individuals under-
take intra- and inter-state
journey spanning hundreds
of kilometres with halting
points arranged by volun-
teers and community-based
social/religious organisa-
tions. Such congregations
may potentially facilitate

transmission of infectious
diseases, including COVID-
19," Bhushan said. "All
states and UTs where such
mass gatherings/yatras are
proposed to be held should
widely publicise that all in-
dividuals planning to partic-
ipate in such
gatherings/events are
asymptomatic and prefer-
ably fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. If need
be a special drive for pri-
mary vaccination and pre-
caution dose administration
to all eligible people may be
taken by the administration
at least a fortnight in ad-
vance for those planning to
join," he said in the letter.

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The ED has issued fresh sum-
mons to Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut asking him to appear on
July 1 for his questioning in a
money laundering case linked
to alleged irregularities in the
re-development of a Mumbai
'chawl' and related financial
property transactions involv-
ing his wife and alleged asso-
ciates, officials said Tuesday.
The Rajya Sabha member
was issued the first summons
for Tuesday but he sought
more time citing official com-
mitments and a meeting he
was supposed to attend at

Alibaug in Raigad district of
the state.
His lawyers met Enforcement
Directorate officials in
Mumbai on Tuesday and
sought about two-weeks time
for his appearance but the
agency gave him relief only
till this month-end.
"The ED summons was served
late Monday afternoon, so we
made an application to seek
time because the ED has
demanded a few documents,"
Raut's lawyer told reporters
after meeting agency offi-
cials at their regional office
in south Mumbai's Ballard
Estate area.

Jaipur, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Two men slit the throat of
a tailor in Udaipur on
Monday, saying in a video
post on social media that
they are avenging an insult
to Islam and triggering
communal tension in the
Rajasthan city.

Additional police force
was deployed in the city as
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot appealed for calm.

In a video clip posted on-
line, one of the purported
assailants declared that
they had beheaded the man
and then threatened Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

saying their knife will get
him as well.

Four dead as ONGC chopper
crashes into Arabian Sea

Rescue operation underway
after an ONGC helicopter 

carrying nine persons, including
two pilots, fell into the Arabian

Sea off the Mumbai coast. 

ONGC in a statement said
the helicopter carrying nine
persons on board "made an
emergency landing around
11.45 am today on the
Arabian Sea".
The regional contingency
plan was immediately acti-
vated. "With prompt action,
one person was rescued by
lifeboat launched from
ONGC rig Sagar Kiran and
four persons were rescued
by ONGC stand-by vessel
Malviya-16," it said.
"Despite inclement weather
conditions, the rescue oper-
ations were carried out very
swiftly," it added.
Four persons rescued by a
Navy chopper were brought
to the base unconscious.
"Unfortunately, they could
not survive," the statement
said. "ONGC deeply mourns
this tragic loss of lives.

What ONGC said....

18 killed, 14 injured
as building collapses

Rescue operation underway after a four-storey building collapsed
at Naik Nagar in Kurla East, Mumbai, Tuesday.

UDDHAV TO REBEL MLAS

‘Return and talk to me’

Ramesh Bornare, rebel Shiv
Sena MLA from Vaijapur in
Maharashtra's Aurangabad
district, on Tuesday said he
stood firmly with Eknath
Shinde, who has revolted
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, as he knew the
Thane strongman "won't let
anything bad happen to us".
Attacking the present leader-
ship of the party, Bornare said
it should introspect on why
"51 MLAs" have joined Shinde,
a number that is yet to be ver-
ified. Attacking a coterie in
the party, he claimed, "People
around Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray don't allow me to
meet him. Leaders like Sanjay
Raut have used objectionable
language against us. 

Rebel MLA Bornare attacks
Thackeray coterie Striking an aggressive note against the rebel

faction led by Eknath Shinde, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut on Tuesday said those who have
betrayed the party leadership should not be
able to move around. "Traitors should not be
able to roam on the streets," he said, address-
ing a rally at Alibag near here. Raut, at the pub-
lic meeting, also slammed the rebel MLAs'
claim that their fight was for protecting the party's Hindutva
moorings, pointing out that more than half of them were earli-
er with the NCP.

`Traitors' should not be able to roam on streets

SHOCKING TRUTH

Int’l hockey player Lakra accused
of strangulating friend to death

ALL SET FOR RATH YATRA

Construction of chariots in the final stage for the annual Rath Yatra festival of Lord
Jagannath, in Puri, Tuesday.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED summons to
Sanjay Raut for Jul 1

SHAMEFUL ACT

Tailor murdered in Udaipur,
assailants film crime

CENTRE TO STATES

‘Ensure people joining mass gatherings
asymptomatic, vaccinated’

Hotel accomodation and ICU room rent to be cheaper
̈ GST council clears

proposal to remove
tax exemptions on
some items

Chhattisgarh Finance Minister T S Singh Deo said the present
formula for equally splitting revenues from the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) between the Centre and states should be
changed, with a larger share of 70-80 per cent being given to
states. In a letter to Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who is chairing the GST Council meeting here, Deo
said his state has suffered a huge revenue loss under the GST
regime mainly because mining and manufacturing states have
suffered the most under GST, which is a consumption-based
tax. We are presenting the proposal in the GST Council to con-
tinue with the 14 per cent protected revenue provision. If the
protective revenue provision is not continued then the 50% for-
mula for CGST & SGST should be changed to SGST 80 -70% &
CGST 20-30%, said Deo, who is unable to attend the meeting
due to Covid-19 infection.

Give states 70-80% of GST revenue: Singh Deo 

Two people have been detained
for allegedly killing a tailor in
Udaipur, a murder that has trig-
gered communal tension in the
district, police said on Tuesday.
The accused were caught from
Rajsamand district's Bhim area,
they said. Superintendent of
Police, Rajsamand, Sudheer
Chaudhary said the duo was try-
ing to flee on a motorcycle and
were wearing helmets to cover
their faces. "We have confirmed
the identity of the accused,"
Chaudhary said, adding that ten
teams were deployed to nab the
assailants.

2 detained 
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Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Everyone expects equal
opportunities and respect
but some of the classes
are often ignored in our
society. All the people in
the society should get a
chance to live with re-
spect. In this sequel,
Chhattisgarh Udaan Naya
Disha Sanstha ap-
proached the District
Collector with an applica-
tion for conducting a
training session for the
women prisoners. As the
Rakhi festival is round the
corner, the organization
wants to train the women
prisoners for Rakhi mak-
ing and pave the way to
make them self-reliant.
For the past many years,
the organization has been
working towards making
women self-dependent. So
far, about 2500 women
have been trained by the
organization in various
fields. The specialty of the
organization has been
that it gives training to
women on the products
used daily. Taking cog-
nizance of the application,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure dis-

cussed it with SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and as-
sured the organization of
all possible cooperation.

During the Jandarshan
on Tuesday, a person ap-
proached the Collector
with an application for the
demarcation of his own
land. The applicant stated
that he has ancestral agri-
cultural land in village
Chandkhuri of Durg
block. He has applied
many times for demarca-
tion but it has not been
done so far. Therefore, he
requested the Collector to
consider his application
and direct the competent
officer for conducting de-

marcation of his land.
The Collector immediate-
ly directed the concerned
officer to take immediate
action on the application
as well as the other cases
of demarcation.

A woman applicant stat-
ed that her daughter is de-
prived of the right to edu-
cation. She had applied
online for admission with
all the desired documents
under the Right to
Education Act (RTE) but
her daughter did not get
admission. The applicant
stated that she has provid-
ed all the information
sought for admission. The
husband of the applicant

is a driver and they have
three daughters. To build
the future of her daugh-
ters in the right direction,
she wants her daughters
to get admission under
RTI in Khalsa Public
School. The Collector took
cognizance of the situa-
tion and sent the case to
the concerned officer.

The widening and con-
struction work of Khapri -
Kuthelabhatha road is
going on for the last one
year. Drain was to be con-
structed for ensuring
proper drainage of water
but the contractor is con-
stantly neglecting the
work of the drain. In the

absence of drains, the
sewage water of the vil-
lage houses will not be dis-
posed of properly. If the
dirty water spreads on the
roads, there will always be
a possibility of cholera
and water-borne diseases.
Hence, the applicant re-
quested the Collector to
get the drain constructed
in village Kuthelabhatha
as per the tender. The
Collector sent the applica-
tion to the concerned offi-
cer of the Public Works
Department.

In Jandarshan, a differ-
ently abled person also
put his problem before the
Collector. He informed
that he is eligible to get
disabled pension from
Durg Municipal
Corporation. The appli-
cant had also given infor-
mation in Durg Municipal
Corporation but the prob-
lem has not been solved
yet. Taking cognizance of
the matter, the Collector
sent the application to the
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation,
Durg. On Tuesday, a total
of 40 applications were re-
ceived in Collector
Jandarshan.

Women prisoners to get
training of Rakhi making 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve chaired a depart-
mental review meeting in
the auditorium of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation on
Tuesday. As the monsoon
is round the corner, the
Commissioner sought de-
tails about the rain water
harvesting systems at the
private buildings. Officials
said that some people have
not made rain water har-
vesting system even after
getting the building per-
mission certificate. The
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner gave in-
structions to forfeit the se-
curity deposit of such peo-
ple according to the rules.
Initially, 92 people have
been selected whose
amount will be forfeited.

Along with issuing notices
to all of them, information
has been given to them
that their deposit will be
forfeited if they do not in-
stall rain water harvesting
system. Still, these people
have not prepared rain
water harvesting system.
According to their FDR de-
posit, the amount will be
forfeited and with this
amount Municipal
Corporation will make
rain water harvesting sys-

tem in their homes. Since
the year 2011, 4000 people
have not made rain water
harvesting system.
However, after receiving
notices from the corpora-
tion, about 3000 people
have prepared water har-
vesting system. Many peo-
ple are yet to install rain
water harvesting. BMC is
going to take strict action
in these cases. It needs to
be mentioned here that it
is mandatory to install

rain water harvesting in
the houses. Rainwater
Harvesting System is pre-
pared to save the rain
water. Water recharge and
ground water level is
maintained by this system.
In the review meeting, the
Municipal Commissioner
inquired about the works
related to schemes of the
government. He reviewed
the One Home One Tree
Campaign, drain cleaning
and drinking water system

etc. He appreciated the offi-
cers for cleaning the
drains by removing the en-
croachments from the
drains. He instructed them
to ensure prevention of
water logging. He asked
the officers to remain alert
in view of the rain.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu, Superintending
Engineer in-charge
Deepak Joshi, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Yesha Lehre,
Amitabh Sharma and NR
Ratnesh, Executive
Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
DK Verma, TK Ranadive,
Sunil Dubey, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Building
Permission Officer
Himanshu Deshmukh and
other officials were pres-
ent.

BMC to forfeit security deposit for 
non compliance of rain water harvesting rule 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Hematology Update
was organised by
Department of
Pathology at SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital and Research
Centre, Sector 9 and
Association of
Pathologist and
Hematologist, Bhilai-
Durg jointly on June 26,
2022 at Conference Hall
JLN Hospital.

Dr Gurmeet Singh,
Chief Consultant
(Hematopathology) and
organising secretary in-
formed that Hematology
Update was attended by
over 80 delegates from
all over the state. The
prominent outstation
speakers were Dr Rahul
Naithani, Hemato-oncol-
ogist, Max Hospital,
New Delhi; Dr Ganesh
Jaishetwar, Yasoda
Hospital Hyderabad; Dr
Avinash Singh from
Paras Hospital, Patna;
Dr S Venkatesan from
Research &Referral
Hospital, New Delhi.

Dr Sameer Behera
from MKKCG Medical
College, Berhampur &
Dr Debendyu De from
BALCO Medical Centre,
Raipur also delivered
lectures. The topics dis-

cussed were low
platelets and its treat-
ment; how drugs have
changed the treatment
of CML, a type of blood
cancer. Important up-
date regarding new
treatment options for
sickle cell disease and a
new drug that changes
the treatment approach
of sickle cell disease
were also highlighted.

One of the highlights
was Chhattisgarh State
Round of National
Hematology Quiz 2022.
Teams from AIIMS
Raipur, Pt JNM Medical
college, Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Medical College, Durg &
JLN Hospital &
Research Centre, Bhilai
particiapted. Dr Prasad
Dange, Assistant
Professor, Department
of Medical Oncology &

Hematology, AIIMS
Raipur was the Quiz
Master.

The team from
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital & Research
Centre comprising of Dr
Shashank Rathor, Dr
Priyadarshi Kumar and
Dr Arpana Choudhary
was the winner and have
qualified for the Zonal
Round. The meeting was
presided over by Chief
Medical Officers of
BSP's Medical & Health
Services Dept, Dr
Ravindranath M & Dr
Pramod Binayake. They
appreciated the organis-
ing of CME by the
Pathology Department
and thanked the guest
speakers for their visit
to Bhilai. Senior
Pathologists form vari-
ous parts of the state
participated in the CME.

Haematology Update organised at
JLN Hospital and Research Centre 

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve visited various
areas to inspect the ongo-
ing works of cleaning the
drains before monsoon.
The major nullahs of
those areas which suffered
the problem of water log-
ging during rains have
been cleaned on priority
basis. The areas where the
drainage system was in

bad shape, BMC
Commissioner himself su-
pervised the works. He
summoned the agency offi-
cials on the spot and in-
structed them to focus on
cleaning the drains. He in-
spected the nullahs in dif-
ferent areas of Krishna
Nagar. At many places
there was blockage in the
drains due to garbage. The
Municipal Commissioner
got the blockages cleared
with the help of sanitation
workers. He gave instruc-

tions to the officials to im-
mediately remove the de-
bris which were excavated
from the drains. He in-
spected the Kosanala
where extensive cleaning
has been done. It is worth
mentioning that Mayor
Neeraj Pal had given in-
structions to the officials
to get all the big and small
drains cleaned before the
rain. In this sequence, the
cleaning of drains has
been done before the ar-
rival of monsoon.

BMC Commissioner 
inspects drain cleaning works Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Senior Congress leader
and former BMC Speaker
Rajendra Singh Arora and
Dr Divakar Bharti on
Tuesday asserted that they
have been victimised in a
fabricated case of extor-
tion. It needs to be men-
tioned here that hotel
chain owner Subhash Sao
had lodged a complaint
against Rajendra Singh
Arora and Dr Divakar
Bharti at Supela Police
Station. The case was
lodged under section 384,
34, 506 of IPC. Later, Arora
and Bharti got anticipato-
ry bail from the court.

While addressing media
persons here at Supela,
Rajendra Arora and

Divakar Bharti alleged
that they have been vic-
timised in a fabricated
case. They feared that the
hotel chain owner
Subhash Sao could further
harm them. Considering

the situation, they have
submitted an application
at the office of Police
Superintendent.

Speaking about the
cause of dispute, they stat-
ed that Subhash Sao owns

the Amit International
and Amit Park Hotels.
Instead of reserving the
basement for vehicle park-
ing, Sao is using the base-
ment for commercial pur-
poses. In absence of base-

ment parking, the visitors
park their vehicles on the
road and sometimes the
vehicles are parked on the
national highway also.
Rajendra Arora and Dr
Divakar Bharti had made
a complaint in this regard
after which Subhash Sao
started creating undue
pressure and affecting the
investigations. Arora al-
leged that Subhash Sao
has threatened to trap him
in other fabricated cases.
He informed that they
have appraised the SP
about the malicious inten-
tions of their opponent
and have demanded to pro-
vide an opportunity of
hearing before taking any
action on the complaints
filed by Subhash Sao.

Arora claims victimisation in fabricated extortion case

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Public Health
Engineering section of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Town Services Dept has
appealed to residents not
to indulge in any kind of
construction activity at
their allotted quarters
that would interfere
with upkeep and mainte-
nance of sewage and
drainage systems as well
as drinking water
pipeline systems.
Residents have been cau-
tioned against making
any kind of additional
construction or bound-
ary wall etc over sewer
system or drinking
water pipeline systems
behind their allotted
houses.

Residents have been
advised not to make any
kind of additional con-
struction or concreting

over manholes or inspec-
tion chambers. Likewise,
residents must not en-
croach or make any
unauthorized construc-
tion over storm drains
or else rainwater would
enter manholes result-
ing in choking, which is
turn would result in
rainwater entering
households.

Residents have also
been advised not to dam-
age manholes and in-
spection chambers locat-
ed near their residential
quarters to install any
additional pipelines.

Any kind of tamper-
ing with manholes near
allotted residential quar-
ters would result in in-
convenience and prob-
lems for other residents.
Residents have also been
advised against planting
saplings / trees near
manholes and inspection

chambers or underneath
overhead electrical
wires. Residents have
also been cautioned
against any tampering
with drinking water
pipelines as the same
would result in residents
themselves getting con-
taminated water.
Likewise, residents must
not also tamper with
valve chambers located
near residential quar-
ters as part of drinking
water supply system.

Any temporary or per-
manent construction
over drinking water
pipelines would prevent
proper maintenance of
the system. Similarly,
any temporary or per-
manent construction
over pucca drains would
only result in inconven-
ience to occupants of
residents and their
neighbours.

TSD cautions against construction or 
tampering of Water Supply & Drainage Systems

Bhilai, Jun 28: 

Border Security Force
has recovered an impro-
vised explosive device
(Tiffin Bomb) in Antagarh
which was allegedly plant-
ed by Naxals on State
Highway #5. The bomb
was unearthed and suc-
cessfully destroyed. BSF
sources informed that on
the basis of a specific in-
telligence report from
Field G Team of
Antagarh, the troops of
BSF 11th Battalion traced
an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) which was
planted by the naxals near
Milestone 15 on State

Highway #05. The bomb
squad of BSF Regional
Headquarters, Kanker
cautiously unearthed the
IED which was about five
kilograms in weight. The

bomb was taken to a lonely
place and destroyed.

The naxals had planted
this IED to target the secu-
rity forces and common
people. With its proactive
and strategic working,
BSF once again foiled the
naxal bid of spreading vio-
lence. On this achieve-
ment, IG SK Tyagi (BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Bhilai) appreciated and
greeted the BSF officers /
personnel. He assured the
common people that BSF
is committed to provide se-
curity to them and will
continue to deliver its du-
ties with dedication and
courage.

Tiffin bomb unearthed; destroyed 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2288:: The online admis-
sion process for Under Graduate
Courses of BA, BCom, B Sc, BCA,
BBA and BAJMC has been started
in St Thomas College, Bhilai from
June 16, 2022 onwards. St
Thomas College, Bhilai is affiliat-
ed from Hemchand Yadav
Vishwvidyalaya, Durg in which
along with above mentioned UG
courses, Post Graduate courses
MSc Mathematics,  Chemistry,
Physics, Microbiology,
Biotechnology, Botany, Zoology,
IT, Computer Science,
Electronics MA English,
Economics, Psychology, MCom,
BAJMC and BEd courses are also
available. The results of 12th CG
Board are already declared and
for these students online admis-

sion process for Under Graduate
Courses are going on. Admission
for Second Year, Third Year and
all PG Courses will start after
declaration of their respective
results. Students of CBSE board
can apply online for UG First Year
after declaration of their results.
The college also provides
Research Centre in MSc
Chemistry, Microbiology and
Biotechnology. For the admission
in UG First Year students can
apply online on the website of
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwvidyalaya, Durg. For admis-
sion in BAJMC, students can
apply on the website of Kusha
Bhau Thakre Patrkarita avam
Jansanchar Vishwvidyalaya,
Raipur. 

Online admission begins
in St Thomas College
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CONSTRUCTION OF SQUARE

Digging for the construction of square at the three turning point towards Gudhiyari has been started here on Tuesday.

Awareness rally  taken out to
make the city polythene free

Raipur, Jun 28: An
awareness rally was taken
out to make the city poly-
thene free. The rally,
which started from the
Municipal Corporation
headquarters building,
ended at Jai Stambh
Chowk via Kotwali. The
rally organised by Aas Ek
Prayas in association with
Raipur Municipal
Corporation in which slo-
gans city and nation to be
made single use plastic
free were raised by the
participants. On this occa-
sion 1,500 biodegradable
carry bags were made
available by the Raipur
Municipal Corporation,
which were distributed to

the people and were in-
formed that it is an alter-
native to plastic. The rally
was inaugurated by
Additional Commissioner,
Sunil Chandravanshi,
Vikas Chaturvedani,
Satyaprakash Singh,
Regional Office of
Environment Department
Prasanna Sonkar by sign-
ing the green letter. School
children with the office
bearers of the organisa-
tion, founder of Sparsh Ek
Prayas Welfare
Foundation, Anita Lunia,
Madhu Jain, Bhavna
Agarwal, Mohan Warliani
from Green Army, Sunil
Sharma, Kripa Devi
Sharma, Gaurav Sharma,

Yogesh Sharma, Sunita
Chandrasoria from Durga
College, Nav Srijan Manch
were present

It was informed in the
rally that plastic carry
bags, non woven bags, dis-
posables are banned. Non
woven is more dangerous
than plastic, avoid using it.
Use metal utensils instead
of disposables. Children
also learned about the spe-
cialty of biodegradable
bags, how it gets destroyed
without harming the envi-
ronment and animals. The
special thing about the
rally was that the children
had brought water from
home in a bottle for them-
selves.

Ch’garh govt orders coronavirus sample checking 

Raipur, Jun 28: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment ordered that sam-
ples of passengers com-
ing from other states be
checked at airports or
border posts in order to
keep the COVID-19 infec-
tion count in check, an
official said. The state on
Monday recorded 125
COVID-19 cases at a posi-
tivity rate of 1.22 per
cent, taking the tally to
11,53,867, while the death

toll remained un-
changed at 14,036, an offi-
cial said.

Durg led with 28 cases,
followed by 26 in Raipur,
nine each in Surguja and
Bemetara and eight in
Bilaspur, while 10 dis-
tricts did not report any
case, he said. The recov-
ery count reached
11,39,074 after 64 persons

recovered, leaving the
state with an active tally
of 757, the official said.
With 10,268 samples ex-
amined during the day,
the overall number of
tests went up to
1,78,68,812, he added.

The General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has written
to divisional commis-
sioners, inspector-gener-
als of police, collectors
and superintendents of
police to ensure strict
compliance of the in-
structions related to
COVID-19 sample check-
ing for passengers arriv-
ing at airports in the

state.
A government state-

ment added that samples
of passengers coming
through inter-state bor-
der check posts must be
examined by deploying
health teams in coordi-
nation with the trans-
port department.

State Nodal Officer of
Corona Control
Campaign, Dr. Subhash
Mishra said that instruc-
tions have been given to
gear up corona test and
treatment at the district
level in view of increas-
ing cases of corona
virus. The number of
sample tests is being in-

creased continuously, so
that more and more pa-
tients can be identified
and provided treatment
to the infected patients.
According to the Health
Department, more than
4 crore 13 lakh vaccina-
tions have been done so
far in the state to prevent
corona. A target has
been set to vaccinate 1.99
crore people above the
age of 18 years. In this,
the first dose has been
administered to 100% of
the people, while 89 per-
cent have been given
both the doses. A total of
11 percent are yet to get
the second dose.

Raipur Smart City Ltd. organises
Career Mantra workshop 

Raipur, Jun 28: Raipur
Smart City Ltd organized
“Career Mantra” work-
shop for the students of
RD Tiwari School being
run under Swami
Atmanand scheme, on 7th
anniversary of Smart City
Mission. Consultative
Member of NITI Aayog,
Government of India,
Jawahar Surisetty,
Linguist Vidyapati Shukla
provided useful guidance
to the students to deter-
mine their career and
achieve their goals.

Addressing the students
of RD Tiwari English
Medium School, educa-
tionist Jawahar Surisetty
motivated them to build
their career through edu-
cation. ‘Set goals and work
hard till your dreams come

true’, he told the students.
‘It is very easy to speak

English. Just make it a
habit to make five new sen-
tences every day’, said
Linguist Shukla while ad-
dressing children. School
children expressed their
curiosity regarding focus
in studies, career selection

and getting out of depres-
sion. The academicians lis-
tened to them seriously
and resolved their ques-
tions.

Ashish Mishra Raipur
Smart City Ltd., General
Manager, Public Relations
suggested the children to
enhance their efficiency

through “SWOT” analysis
by setting their own goals.
He exhorted the students
to work hard to achieve
their goals and move
ahead with discipline to
make Raipur proud. Quiz
was organized for the stu-
dents on the occasion of
the anniversary of Smart
City Mission and their
knowledge was enriched
with questions related to
Smart City Raipur.

School Principal Rakesh
Gupta described this event
and the guidance of acade-
micians as useful for the
all-round development of
the students. The com-
mand and control center
“Daksh” campus of
Raipur Smart City Ltd.
was also visited by the stu-
dents of this school.

Dr. Poornashree Raut bags
second place in the country

Raipur, Jun 28: Dr.
Poornashree Raut, posted in
the Department of Culture,
Chhattisgarh has got the sec-
ond position in the cultural
and sports competition of All
India Civil Service Music
Dance Play Competition 2021-
22. It is noteworthy that the All
India Civil Service Music and
Dance Competition was organ-
ised by the Central Civil
Services Cultural and Sports
Board from  June 23rd to  June
26th in New Delhi. Dr.

Poornashree Raut, posted in
the Department of Culture,
Chhattisgarh has got the sec-
ond position in the field of
dance. For this achievement of
Dr. Poornashree Raut,
Director of Culture and
Archeology Department, Mr.
Vivek Acharya has congratu-
lated and  extended his wishes.
It is worth mentioning that Dr.
Poornashree Raut is
renowned Odissi dancer. She
has also performed in many
state and country level events.

Research Scholars’ conclave
gets underway at NIT 

Raipur, Jun 28: A three-
day multi-disciplinary
Research Scholars’
Conclave commenced at
the National Institute of
Technology, Raipur on
Tuesday. The objective of
the

event is to provide the
students with a valuable
learning experience and
to provide proper guid-
ance to publish articles in
reputed journals.

Organizers shared that
an overwhelming re-
sponse of 270 abstracts
has been received and in
coming years this con-
clave will be far more fre-
quent and grand. The ab-
stracts book of Research
Scholar Conclave 2022
with ISBN number has
been unveiled in this in-
augural event.

After that, Dr.
Shubhashis Sanyal ad-
dressed the scholars and
encouraged them to write
their papers in their own
words instead of just com-
piling from online

resources. Further Dr. P.

Y. Dhekne, the chief guest
in his address, pointed out
some basic mistakes that
scholars usually make
and also encouraged
scholars to help each
other while working.

Ms. Suvira Srivastav,
Editorial Director,
Journals, Springer
Nature was the speaker at
the keynote session. She
started her address by em-
phasizing the fact of
being an effective commu-
nicator is very essential
for a research scholar. In
her address, she talked
about logical manuscript
structure, dealing with
plagiarism, effective pub-
lication strategies, and
ways of identifying an ap-
propriate journal. She
ended the session by shar-

ing the ways of being a
smart and aware author
through published arti-
cles efficiently.

Dr. Shirish Verma,
Dean (Academics), Dr.
(Mrs.) A. B. Soni, Dean
(Faculty Welfare), Dr. R.
K. Tripathi, Dean
(Planning and
Development) and Dr. Arif
Khan, Registrar, and
HoDs are the members of
advisory committee.
Various technical ses-
sions of abstract presen-
tation from 18 depart-
ments are being held at

different locations in-
side the campus including
Kalpana Chawala
Auditorium, Sir. M.
Vishveswarya Hall,
Vikram Sarabhai Hall, G4
classroom and IT Hall.

Facing challenges is part of
capability: Mahila Morcha chief

Raipur, Jun 28: National
President of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Mahila
Morcha Vanathi
Srinivasan on Tuesday
said that the nomination
of Mrs Draupadi Murmu
for the Presidential elec-
tions by the BJP-led NDA
government at the Centre,
could be seen as women
power. She further stated
that the successfully fac-
ing the challenges is part
of our capability and
added that contribution in
nation building is possible
for women in the BJP only
as it is not possible in
other political parties.

She added that women
have to fight with chal-

lenges to work for a strong
nation.

She made the above
statement while address-
ing a convention of BJP
Mahila Morcha of
Chhattisgarh Unit.

Addressing the training
camp, the former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
said that Women power
has taken a resolution to
change the society with
progress and added that
strong ideology of the
party keeps on motivating
to work for the society.

Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik claimed that the
erstwhile BJP govern-

ment in Chhattisgarh is
still remembered for the
development works un-
dertaken during the 15
years rule whereas the
present incumbent
Congress has failed to de-
liver for the people of
Chhattisgarh as it is con-
centrating to work for
Congress high-command.
He further added that
Mahila Morcha members
would give befetting reply
to anti-people government
of Chhattisgarh.

BJP Organisational
General Secretary Pawan
Sai and Raipur
Parliamentarian Sunil
Soni also addressed the
convention.

Govt reshuffles 37 IAS officers,
including 19 district collectors

Raipur, Jun 28: The
Chhattisgarh government
on Tuesday issued trans-
fer and posting orders to 37
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers, in-
cluding 19 district collec-
tors.

As per the order issued
by Dr Kamalpreet Singh,
secretary of the state’s
General Administration
Department (GAD), the 19
districts that will get new
collectors are Raipur,
Korba, Bilaspur,
Kabirdham, Kanker, Durg,
Bemetara, Dantewada,
Surguja, Janjgir-Champa,
Balod, Bastar, Kondagaon,

Rajnandgaon, Mungeli,
Sukma, Balrampur-
Ramanujganj, Raigarh
and Balodabazar-
Bhatapara.

“As per the order, 2009
batch IAS officer Priyanka
Shukla, who was posted as
Special Secretary, Health
and Family Welfare de-
partment and state
Mission Director, National
Health Mission, has been
appointed as Kanker col-
lector, while Raipur collec-
tor Saurabh Kumar has
been made Bilaspur collec-
tor and Durg collector
Bhure Sarveshwar
Narendra will replace him
as Raipur collector,” an of-
ficial said.

He said Kondagaon col-
lector Pushpendra Meena
will be new Durg collector,
and Meena has been re-
placed in Kondagaon by

Dantewada collector
Dipak Soni.

“Sukma collector Vineet
Nandanwar will take over
as Dantewada collector.
Kanker collector Chandan
Kumar has been shifted to
Bastar as collector.
Incumbent Bastar collec-
tor Rajat Bansal will be the
new Balodabazar-
Bhatapara collector,” he
added.

As per the order,
Bilaspur collector Saransh
Mittar has been appointed
as managing director of
Chhattisgarh Road
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
while Surguja collector
Sanjeev Jha will be new
Korba collector.

“Korba collector Ranu
Sahu has been shifted as
Raigarh collector. The 2008
batch IAS official Bhim

Singh, who was posted as
Raigarh collector, has
been made Chief
Executive Officer of Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar
Development Authority
and also given additional
charge as Commissioner,
Commercial taxes,” the of-
ficial informed.

(in box with above)
Bisnoi posted as IG

Registration
Raipur: The 2009 batch

Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) Officer
Sameer Bisnoi working as
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Chhattisgarh
InfoTech Promotion
Society (ChIPS), has been
given additional responsi-
bility of Inspector General
Registration and
Publications in the reshuf-
fle here.

Durg Collector
Bhure Sarveshwar
Narendra shifted to
Raipur

For pax at airports,
border posts to rein
in pandemic

Shashi Sahu wins
four gold medals

In 74 kg weight category
in Weightlifting

Raipur, Jun 28: Shashi
Sahu, a well-known power
lifter from capital city and
working as regular em-
ployee of Bank of Baroda
(BoB) won four gold
medals in 74 kg category
in lifting 130 KG (Scot); 80
Kg (bench press), 155 Kg
(Dead Lift), totalling 365
Kg. Shashi Sahu also won
the title of Strong Man.
The management of Bank
of Baroda (BoB) Raipur
branch and entire city is
proud of this achievement
of Sahu.

Raipur, Jun 28:
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board (CG
VYAPAM) is going to con-
duct MSC Nursing
(MSCN22) and Post Basic
Nursing (PBN2) entrance
examinations 2022 on July
3. In first shift MSC
Nursing entrance exami-
nation will be held be-
tween 10 am and 12:15 pm
while in second shift be-

tween 2 pm and 4:15 pm
Post Basic Nursing
Entrance Examination
will be conducted at seven
examination centres. The
Collector has appointed
Deputy Collector Ruchi
Sharma as the nodal offi-
cer for the smooth conduct
of the examination.

Additional Collector in-
formed that in the first
shift 2422 candidates will

appear in examination
while 2746 candidates will
appear in the examination
in second shift. During the
examination, it will be
mandatory for all the ex-
aminees and officers-em-
ployees to follow social dis-
tancing, sanitization,
wearing masks and all
other guidelines as per the
guidelines of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

MSc Nursing entrance exam on 3rd July
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Mayor Ejaz Dhebar inspecting the working in one of RMC’s Zone office as part of ‘Mor
Mayor, Mor Dwar’ campaign.

‘MAIC United won 7

awards at Midcon’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 28: JCI
RAIPUR MAIC UNITED
participated in MIDCON
(Mid-Year Conference) of
JCI India Zone-IX 2022.
Midcon is a one-day Multi
local organization meet
conference in which local
organizations are
Recognized for their
Activities through Half
Year. It was Hosted by JCI
BALANGIR CITY on 19
June at Sambalpur.

Eight officer of JCI
Raipur MAIC United at-
tended the MIDCON.
Members actively partici-
pated in various programs
like Photo Display
Competition, Reels compe-
tition on Bollywood
Theme, Bollywood tambo-
la, best local organization
dress up, Mr and Miss
Midcon, EPS (Effective
public specking), Group
dance competition in old
Bollywood songs and
many more.

JCI Raipur MAIC
United bagged Winner in

Management Area, 2nd
Runner in PR & Marketing
and Program Area, Silver
Award in G&D, Half LGB
Registration Award for the
registration of their 8
members.

JC Poorvi Mundra got
1st Prize in Reel
Competition, JCI Raipur
MAIC United also got 2nd
Prize in Photo Display
Competition.

JCI Raipur MAIC
United participated in
Midcon in the Guidance of
Respected Chairman PPP
JFR JCI Sen Rajesh
Agrawal, Respected
Principal JC Dr Jyoti
Janswamy, Chapter con-
venor JCI Sen Jaya Arora,
Chapter Coordinator JC
Dr Shweta Tiwari,
Chapter Incharge JC HGF
Ujjwal Patel.

It was a memorable day
for the Members of JCI
Raipur MAIC United, they
really enjoyed to the fullest
at Midcon, informs Dr.
Jyoti Janswamy, I/C
Principal, MAIC, in a
press release.

Student Cabinet of SXHS administered oath

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2288:: The Investiture
Ceremony of St. Xavier’s High
School (SXHS) was organized
with its usual splendor and
gusto on June 28, 2022. 

The newly appointed cabi-
net members who were chosen
through a democratic process
and other ministers who were
appointed by mean of impartial

selection were honoured on
this occasion. They were
bestowed with scarves and
badges specially designed for
the purpose. They took their
oath of office and promised to
uphold the dignity of their posi-
tions with dexterity and sincer-
ity. On this solemn occasion
they acknowledged the wishes

of their mentors, Chairman Dr.
A.F. Pinto and Managing
Director Madam Dr. Grace
Pinto. The scarves and badges
were put by the principal and
other staff members and hon-
ourable chief guest Virendra
Chandra, TI Mandir Hasod,
who made this occasion mem-
orable. 

Lecture held on non-equilibrium
Thermodynamic approach 

Bilaspur, Jun 28: The
Department of Chemistry,
GGU, Bilaspur has organ-
ised a Scientific lecture on
the topic “Membrane
Separation Processes
( N o n - E q u i l i b r i u m
T h e r m o d y n a m i c
Approach)” which was de-
livered by Prof. Bali Ram,
Department of Chemistry,
Institute of Science,
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), Varanasi.

The lecture started with
brief introduction of emi-
nent speaker by Prof G K
Patra, Head , Department
of Chemistry, GGV,
Bilaspur.

He has discussed vari-
ous aspects of different fil-
tration technology that are
useful for the purification
of waste water. Special em-
phasis was given on new
generation membrane
technology. Nylon 6 and

Nylon 66 and titanium
oxide based membrane are
widely used due to low
cost, long life and high sta-
bility.

He has suggested the
students and the young
Faculty members to syn-
thesize the new materials
which may be found suit-
able for membranes filter

to overcome the existing
problems observed in
today’s door to door used
different RO for purifica-
tion of Drinking water.
The students are enriched
through the lecture and
discussed their queries.
The Vote of thanks has
been given by Dr Charu
Arora.

Energy Secy meet senior
officials in Ch’garh

Ambikapur, Jun 28: The
Principal Secretary Energy
of Rajasthan Government
Bhaskar A Sawat (IAS) and
Chairman and MD
RRVUNL RK Sharma dur-
ing two-day tour to Raipur
and Chhattisgarh met the
senior officials and held dis-
cussions to ensure regular
supply of coal to Rajasthan.
The officials of
Chhattisgarh government
assured duo that they will
ensure that Rajasthan does
not face any power crisis
and would make all possible
efforts to avoid the same.

It is notable here that
RRVUNL at present is hav-
ing total production capaci-
ty of 7,580 MW and out of
which coal for generation of
4380 MW comes from
Chhattisgarh. In this way
half of the power genera-
tion in Rajasthan is purely
dependent upon
Chhattisgarh. Rajasthan
has been allocated three
coal mines in Chhattisgarh
and out of which there is
total production of 150 lakh
MT annually from Parsa
East Kanta Basan (PEBK)
Block. But there is hardly
less amount of coal left in

thie PEBK first leg and so
far work in the second
phase has not being started
and it may lead to some
power crisis in Rajasthan if
not started soon.

On Monday, Sawant and
Sharma met Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Secretary to the CM, DGP
Ashok Juneja and PCCF RK
Chaturvedi. On Tuesday,
Sharma met the Collector
Surguja SK Jha and also
urged the local district ad-
ministration to extend a
helping hand to start coal
excavation from second
mine soon.

Both Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh state and local
administration at one place
where are committed for en-
suring power supply round
the clock, on the other are
also concerned about the
environment. Plantation of
more than 8 lakh saplings
has been done in reclaim
area of PEBK mine and it
has now developed in the
form of a forest. In addition
to this in order to control
adverse effect from excava-
tion of coal from coal
mines, the Forest depart-
ment of Chhattisgarh has

planted 40 lakh saplings.
RRVUNL is a responsible
institution and is also
working for empowerment
of local people in the field
of Health and Education
and establishing new CSR
standards, says Sawant.

After meeting Collector
Ambikapur SK Jha,
Sharma answering to
queries of journalists said
that half the coal for gener-
ation of 4340 MW of power
in Rajasthan goes from cap-
tive coal mines of
Chhatisgarh and therefore
the state is more concerned
about the same. The
Principle Energy Secretary
Bhaskar Samant will also
be visiting here tomorrow
and has held talks with
Chief Secretary, DGP and
PCCF and apprised them
about the danger looming
large on power front in
Rajasthan. If the state does
not get coal from captive
coal mines of
Chhattisgarh, than it may a
difficult situation for entire
Rajasthan.

It is notable here that
Energy Secretary
Rajasthan Bhanwar Singh
Bhati in a Tweet has men-
tioned that due to some offi-
cial work he could not visit
Chhattisgarh, but has
made an appeal to the
Chhattisgarh government
and local administration of
Ambikapur to start the
mining work from coal
mines sanctioned to
Rajasthan state soon.

Lecture on multidisciplinary facility of NEP-2020

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 28: A lec-
ture series has been organ-
ized in Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) by the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) -
Human Resource
Development Center with
the aim of spreading
awareness regarding
National Education Policy
2020 in the sequence of
which, the second lecture
was delivered at 10 a.m. on
June 28, 2022 by Prof.
Neelima Gupta, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Harisingh
Gour University, Sagar
(MP) on NEP-2020:
Multidisciplinary.

Presiding over at the

commencement of the lec-
ture, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that the lecture series
started by the University
Grants Commission with
the aim of spreading
awareness regarding the
National Education Policy
2020 is beneficial for all.
National Education
Policy 2020 will set new
paradigms of education
and teaching. The provi-
sions made under this are
helpful in making the stu-
dents self-reliant.

The Vice-Chancellor of

Dr. Harisingh Gour
University, Sagar, Prof.
Neelima Gupta, while giv-
ing a lecture on the topic
of Multidisciplinary, said
that for the holistic devel-
opment of the students,
the facility of multidisci-
plinary option has been
provided in the National
Education Policy 2020.
Being multidisciplinary,
students can choose sub-
jects according to their
convenience. In the tradi-
tional policy, students
studying science, humani-
ties or arts subjects had to
complete their education

in the relevant subject it-
self, but in the National
Education Policy 2020,
students will have the op-
tion of choosing from dif-
ferent subjects.

For this, under the
National Education
Policy 2020, emphasis on
induction program, maxi-
mum use of information
technology and technolo-
gy facilities, multidiscipli-
nary research, social-in-
dustrial relations, skill de-
velopment, accreditation
of institutions, examina-
tion reform, teacher train-
ing, continuous evalua-
tion process of students
and components like
Learning Outcome Based
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Framework etc. have been
combined. In the lecture,
Professor Gupta dis-
cussed in detail the sub-
ject of Multidisciplinary
Education and Research
University along with
Hostic Multidisciplinary

Education of the stu-
dents. She also highlight-
ed MoUs, collaborations
and patents and the
National University
Foundation.

Earlier, Director HRDC,
Dr. Ratnesh Singh wel-
comed the guests and in-
troduced the theme of the
webinar. In the end, the
vote of thanks was given
by Assistant Director, Dr.
Ashutosh Singh. The we-
binar was organized on
the online platform
Webex in which 221 par-
ticipants from different
parts of the country par-
ticipated.

264 lectures are being
organized by various 66
Human Resource
Development Centers of
the country in a series of
four lectures directed by
the University Grants
Commission, for the suc-
cessful implementation of
National Education
Policy 2020.

CU declares
exam result 

Bilaspur, Jun 28:
Guru Ghasidas
Vi s h w av i d y a l ay a
(Central University)
has declared the fol-
lowing results through
notification number
1900/Confidential/Res
ult/2022 dated June 23,
2022 - 1. B.Tech 6th
Semester, Mechanical
Engineering; 2. B.Tech
6th Semester,
Industrial and
P r o d u c t i o n
Engineering; 3.
B.Tech VIII Semester
(Old) Chemical
Engineering; 4.
B.Pharma, 8th
Semester.

Adivasi Cong stages satyagraha demanding roll-back of Agnipath scheme
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2288::  Adivasi Congress
led by its District President
Bhavani Markam here on
Monday held protests against
Agnipath’ military recruitment
scheme, demanding the central
government to roll-back it
immediately and stop “playing
with the future” of the youth.

The Congress leaders and
activists observed a “peaceful
Satyagraha” in all assembly
constituencies across the coun-
try on Monday to demand a
withdrawal of the new scheme.
They blamed the BJP-led central
government for deceiving the
youth while claiming the new

military recruitment scheme
has lowered the prestige of the
armed forces too. The members
of Adivasi Congress following
the directives of PCC sat on
dharna at Vidhan Sabha
(North).  Carrying placard in
support of policy’s roll-back,
the protestors raised anti-gov-

ernment slogans. They
opposed “dictatorial policies
of BJP” besides highlighting
other anti-youth, anti-farmers
and anti-labour policies of the
saffron party, Markam said.
“We have held Satyagraha
here to stand by the youth of
this country and in support of

the immediate roll-back of the
policy”, Markam added. He
said the youth of this country
has been “deceived by the
BJP-led central government.”
The BJP had promised two
crore jobs annually and one
rank one pension but it
betrayed the youth, and
imposed huge taxes on com-
mon man, he alleged. He
opposed heavy taxes and
power tariff hike in rural India
amidst “unprecedented price
rise.”

He asked the people to
oppose the wrong policies of
the government.

Ch’garh govt is working to save
tribal cultural heritage: CM

Raipur, Jun 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the convention of
tribal society organised at
Sarna Ethnic Resort in
Jashpur. While addressing
the conference, the Chief
Minister said that our gov-
ernment is working to
save the cultural heritage
of the tribal society. A
three-day tribal confer-
ence was organised in
Raipur, in which artists
from across the country
and abroad showed their
cultural art. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
to preserve the tribal soci-
ety during the meeting, ap-
proval is being given for
the construction work of
Devsthal, Devgudi. In the
conference, the tribal soci-
ety welcomed the Chief
Minister with a tradition-
al shawl and sword-shield.
The Chief Minister said
that the Scheduled Tribes
Department has been in-

structed to study and pre-
pare its report to remove
the problem faced by the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in mak-
ing the caste certificate.
He said that in view of the
demand of parents and
children for admission in
Swami Atmanand
Government English
Medium School, the num-
ber of these schools is
being increased. This
year 76 more new Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium Schools
are being started. The
number of Swami

Atmanand English
schools in the state has
increased to 247.

Continuous efforts are
being made to ensure
that more and more chil-
dren get admission in
these schools. The num-
ber of seats in each class
has been increased from
40 to 50 now. The Chief
Minister said that better
health facilities were pro-
vided to the people in the
state during the Corona
period. Our government
is doing better work in
the direction of provid-
ing health, education and

employment and people
are getting its benefits.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that in order to
make farmers financially
self-reliant, input sub-
sidy is being given under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. All Kharif crops
and horticulture crops
have been included in
this scheme.
Arrangements have been
made for immediate pay-
ment of paddy purchase
from farmers on support
price. The purchase of
Kodo-Kutki, Ragi is also
being done on support
price. Pulses will also be
procured in the state on
support price. He said
that the weather of
Jashpur district is favor-
able for agriculture.

Chilli, tau, cashew, tea,
litchi and pear are well
cultivated here. To make
the village financially
self-sufficient, Gauthan
is being developed as an
industrial park. In
Gouthan, the women self-
help group are taking
economic benefits by en-
gaging in various in-
come-oriented activities.

Our priority is to
improve health,
education and
employment

p Lecture series
organized under
NEP-2020 aware-
ness in CU

Raipur, Jun 28: The first
general body meeting of
the Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Council was held
on Sunday at Vrindavan
Hall, Raipur. In  the meet-
ing, cricket lovers from all
over the state participated
in large numbers for the
development of the game.
The meeting was started
by lighting the lamp and
offering prayer to Lord
Ganesh. State convener,
Praveen Jain highlighted
the main reasons for the
formation of the Cricket
Council and its objectives,

as well as provided de-
tailed information about
the constitution of the in-
stitution to the people
present. Praveen Jain said
in his speech that a large
number of cricket players
in the state fail to get  big
platforms, due to which
Chhattisgarh rank among
the last in the entire coun-
try even after being such a
popular sport. Without the

permission of the cricket
council, no events can take
place and it is not in their
jurisdiction to grant per-
mission, due to which
there are technical prob-
lems in organising big
events. For this reason,
mainly the talented crick-
eters of Chhattisgarh state
will be provided big oppor-
tunities in regular T20,
ODI and Test matches etc.

State players  to get opportunity to play
T20, One Day and Test matches

Decision taken in
the first general
body meeting of
Chhattisgarh
Cricket Council  



Dhamtari, Jun 28: Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara is
fast emerging city on old
Dhamtari- Raipiur main
road. Here the state gov-
ernment spent lakhs to get
bus stand constructed for
convenience of the people.
But even after 10 years not
a single bus stop here!
There are many buses ply-
ing on Raipur- Dhamtari
main road daily and they
all stops near a hotel at the
Old Bus Stand for about 30-
40 minutes. With buses
stopping on the main road,
it generally hinders traffic
and in view of this the New
Bus Stand was constructed
in Bhakhara and thereare
chances of accidents tak-
ing place. But due to
adamant an attitude on
part of the bus operators,
there is often herd of cattle
or those from ‘Devar dera’
seen here. The government
spending lakhs has con-
structed the new Bus Stand

and passenger waiting
room with all other facili-
ties, but the bus operators
generally stops near the old
Bus Stand, which is near
the hotel. This poses lots of
inconvenience to the pas-
senger boarding the buses
and set aside this it also
causes problems in traffic-
jam and congestion. This is
causing threat to some or
the other road accidents
and passengers made to
face traffic related prob-
lems on daily basis. TI
Traffic Police should act
tough against such viola-
tors of traffic and force all
the bus operators to stop
their vehicles at the new
Bus Stand and those not
adhering to the orders
should face action. With
buses being parked at ran-
dom places, the passengers
are in fix and many of
them often miss their
buses and therefore they
all have urged to stream-
line the system and make it
mandatory for all the bus
operators to park their ve-
hicles near the new Bus
Stand itself.

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jun 28: The
party workers of JCC (J)
GPM in protest against
massive corruption ram-
pant in the district and to
stop power cut to start
sand mining; ensure avail-
ability of seeds and fertil-
izers to farmers; starting
construction of by-pass
road and other, staged
massive protest here on
Monday and later went to
submit a memorandum to
the Collector. But mid-way
they were stopped by the
police and this led to
minor scuffle with the po-
lice and it was here that
the SDM Pushpendra
Tripathi stopped there and
he was submitted the
memorandum. This mas-

sive demonstration and
protest was held under
leadership of JCC (J)
President Amit Jogi and
along with him, President
of District Ram Shankar

Rai, District President
(urban) Ashok, city presi-
dent Pendra Santosh
Sahu, President Gourela
Umesh Agrawal, Vinay
Choubey from Marwahi,

Nirman Jaiswal,
Ramniwas Tiwari, OP
Jaiswal, Aruna Jaiswal
and other party workers
were present in large num-
ber.
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jun 28: The
newly constructed rail-
way under-bridge, near
the Pendra Road railway
station coming under
SECR, which was con-
structed at the cost of Rs
3 crore is still facing
water-logging even after
18 months of its con-
struction and causing
huge problems to passer-
by. It is notable here that
in view of heavy traffic
from Pendra Road rail-
way station on Bilaspur -
Katna route, the rail-
way’s got this railway
under-bridge constructed

and for public conven-
ience it was opened 18
months back. But the
drainage system for out-
flow of water from this
under-bridge is not work-
ing to its full capacity

and it is leading to water-
logging.

The drains of the
drainage system are fully
choked and on top of it,
there is constant seepage
of water from the slab of

the bridge. This under-
bridge is being used by
small cars, jeeps, motor-
cycle and those on foot.
But with water-logging
even after light rains is
posing lots of problems
for the vehicle riders and
passer-bys.

It is for many months
that waterlogging is
there inside this railway
under-bridge causing in-
convenience to passer-
bys. The citizens are of
the opinion that at one
place where the railway
is not taking this com-
plaint seriously, on the
other the Nagar
Panchayat Gourela too is
showing carelessness in
cleaning of drinage
pipes.

Waterlogging in rly 
under-bridge posing problems
 To vehicle riders

and passer-bys

JCC (J) staged protest, submits memo
 In support of their

demands

Jagdalpur, Jun 28: Efforts
are being made to provide
better health facilities to
the citizens of the state and
to save the expenditure on
treatment of rare diseases.
Expanding the Sanjeevani
Sahayata Fund, the state
government has decided to
implement the
Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana
(MVSSY). Under this

scheme, treatment facility
for rare diseases up to a
maximum of Rs 20 lakh is
being provided to eligible
families of the state.
Chhattisgarh is the first
state, which is providing
such a huge amount for the
treatment of diseases to its
citizens so that a healthy
and better Chhattisgarh
can be built. Under the
MVSSY five patients are

getting help from Bastar
district. According to infor-
mation received from the
office of Civil Surgeon cum
Chief Hospital
Superintendent Maharani
Hospital Jagdalpur,
Aaravati Kashyap and
Anjali Das suffering from
breast cancer have been
sent to Raipur for radio-
therapy after completion of
8 cycles of Chemotherapy
at Maharani Hospital.
Similarly, Lakhansingh
Nag, who was suffering
from lung cancer, has been
sent to Raipur for radiation
therapy after completing 6
cycles of chemotherapy at
Maharani Hospital. Heart
patients Sampat Panth and
Jogo Suraj have been sent
to Raipur for treatment.

Five from Bastar 
benefitted under MVSSY

Kharora, Jun 28:

As per instructions from
PCC and DCC Raipur
(rural), Vidhan Sabha-wise
‘Satyagrah Andolan’ was
organised at Kharora
‘Tigadda Chowk’ under
leadership of MLA
Dharshiwa Anita
Yogendra Sharma and con-

venership of BCC
President Saurabh Mishra.
In this ‘Satyagrah’, PCC
general secretary
Chandrashekhar Shukla,
DCC President Udhoram
Verma, District Panchayat
Raipur President
Domeshwari Verma,
Janpad President Tilda
rep- Devbrath Nayak,

Janpad President
Dharshiwa President’s rep-
Kamal Bharti, Mahila
Congress President
Kharora Sarojini Verma
and Mahila President
Dharshiwa Manju Verma
and other office bearers
from the zone, block level
were present in large num-
ber.

Congmen hold ‘Satyagrah’ against Agnipath

New bus stand lying
unused for last 10 yrs!
 As all the buses are

still being parked
near old Bus Stand

Number of
patients

increased in
OPD during
rainy season

Dhamtari, Jun 28: It
is noteworthy that
with the onset of
monsoon, moisture
has come in the at-
mosphere and day
and night tempera-
tures have also
dropped by 8 degree
centigrade. After the
scorching heat, now
infection is spreading
rapidly in the atmos-
phere due to the cold-
hot weather.

This way, people
are suffering from
stomach pain; nausea
and diarrhea and are
reaching the district
hospital for treat-
ment due to slight
negligence in food.
Narendra Devangan,
who reached the dis-
trict hospital for
treatment on
Thursday, and
Puneetram Sahu told
that he is having pain
in his stomach for the
last four days.

Even after taking
the medicine, there
was no relief, and in
such a situation, he
has reached the dis-
trict hospital for
treatment. After ex-
amination by the
medical expert, he
was asked to be ad-
mitted.

According to infor-
mation, at present the
number of patients in
OPD has increased by
10 percent. On an av-
erage, about 450 to 5
hundred patients are
getting their pre-
scriptions made for
treatment here every
day. Dr UL Kaushik,
Civil Surgeon, said
that with the onset of
the rainy season, the
number of patients in
the OPD of the dis-
trict hospital has in-
creased. Free medi-
cines are being pro-
vided to the patients
after the checkup, he
said.

MMuunnggeellii,,  JJuunn  2288:: Bad roads in
the area have become a cause
of trouble for the local people,
as most of the roads in rural
areas are in very pathetic con-
dition. For many years, road
from Setganga to Pandotra
Road, is in a very poor condi-
tion, though daily hundreds of
people travel through these
roads.  Former sarpanch
Markhande Verma, Komal,
Virendra, Manoj, Raisingh,
Anita, Rajkumari, Lomash told
that the said road from
Setganga to Pandotra is 7-8
years ago and was construct-
ed under the Chief Minister’s
road scheme. Since then, this
dilapidated road has not been
repaired till date, due to
which people have to face a
lot of problems.  According to
the villagers, corruption has

been done since the time of
construction of the road, due
to which the residents of the
area are suffering. During the
rainy season, the people have
to face a lot of problems and
on many occasions, the resi-
dents of the area have
appealed to the public repre-
sentatives and officials of the
area for the repair of this
road.  Similarly, the road con-
necting Bhantha to Lagra,
Bicharpur to Jhitkaniya,
Fasterpur to Temri is also a
victim of neglect for many
years. 20-25 people including
former sarpanch Markhande
Verma, Lomash, Sunita,
Manharan, Komal, Annapurna,
Dev Prasad have demanded
repair of the dilapidated road
at Collector Jandarshan on
June 20.

Potholes in roads make
commuting tougher

Dongargarh, Jun 28: In
the award sammelan by
Rashtriya Yuwa Lodhi
Samaj (RYLS), the merito-
rious students of Class
10th and 12th from CGBSE
were felicitated in the pres-
ence of State President
Chhattisgarh Yuwa Lodhi
Samaj Mulchand Lodhi.

The guests felicitated the
Class 10th and 12th toppers
and those preparing for
IAS, IPS, by presenting
them with citation certifi-
cates. In this talent felicita-
tion programme, Mahila

Lodhi Samaj State working
committee President
Seema Kaushik, CYLS or-
ganisational secy
Lalchand Verma, Yuwa
Lodhi Samaj Bemetara
District President Govind
Patel, Secretary
Dongargarh Ramchandra
Verma, social worker
Vishveshwar Verma,
District gen. secy. CYLS
Lokesh Vemra, District
Yuwa Lodhi Samaj V-P Dr
Sanjay Vema and
Mukundi Verma were
present.

Toppers of Class 10th, 
12th felicitated

Rajim, Jun 28: 

After a year’s relief, the
global pandemic corona
infection has started
spreading its feet in the ad-
joining districts, but peo-
ple are not adhering to
COVID 19 norms, nor are
they including anti-corona
vaccine, which is consid-
ered to be a protective
shield against the infec-
tion. Vaccine and corona
test kits are kept in all hos-
pitals of Gariaband dis-
trict, but people are not
showing interest in it.

Complaints of cold,
cough and fever are being
received from city to vil-
lage as soon as it rains in

the region, but people are
taking normal medicine. It
is noteworthy that all the
hospitals of Gariaband
district including Rajim,
Fingeshwar, Kopra,
Chura, Gariaband,
Mainpur, Devbhog, vac-
cines and Corona Kits are
sufficient, and lab techni-
cians wait for people to ar-
rive, but no one is reach-
ing the centre’s to get the
test done.

District Medical Officer
Dr Netram Navratna says
that more than a hundred
people are being tested
daily in the district, but as
before, people are not tak-
ing interest in getting the
test done. Only 60 plus peo-

ple have to take booster
dose and 60 thousand peo-
ple are to be vaccinated
out of which only 10 thou-
sand people have got boost-
er dose, he said.

Appealing to the people,
Dr. Navratna has said that
although the situation in
Gariaband district is still
normal, but in the coming
month, people will have to
be fully alert and the coro-
na guidelines will have to
be followed. Also, as a rule,
after the stipulated time of
the first dose, the second
dose should also be admin-
istered. And there is an ap-
peal to 60 plus elderly peo-
ple to get the third dose
booster dose too.

Vaccination and corona 
test stalled in the district

RRoohhiitt  VVeerrmmaa

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuunn  2288::  At one place
where there are violent protest
all over the country against the
‘Agnivir Yojana’ of the Defence
Ministry, on the other there is
team of around 50 youths from
Bharuvadih near Kharora, who
are practicing physical exercise
and stamina building daily
through high jump, long jump,
andn other physical exercises
for last 3 months. They are of
the opinion that four year later
when they will return, they can
start some business and added
that by doing labourious work
or working in MGNREGA, they
would not be able to save so
much of money. All these
youths have been asked to stay
away from any type of violence.
This team of 50 youths from
Gram Bharuvadih are preparing
themselve to join the Indian
Army and it is Gajendra Sahu
who is preparing them for
recruitment in the Army and

tough physical tests that all
have to undergo.
So with protest over this
Agniveer Yojana of Defence
Ministry, a team of 50 youth
from Gram Bharuvadih have
decided to serve the nation and
join the Indian Army. The youth
of this village are known for
their dedication and commit-
ment and viewing this recruit-
ment procedure for the Indian
Army as a golden opportunity.
Along with this they are also
motivating youths not to
protest such schemes and
instead join them. They say that
what is it that they are going to
achieve by destroying national
property and say that what is
more important is to achieve
first what is there in the offing
and later they would be able to
tackle the situation, come what
may be. At the same time they
will be having sufficient funds
in their hands, they will be hav-
ing better options available to
start small trade or some other

business.
PPrraaccttiiccee  ddaaiillyy  iinn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd
ssttaarrttiinngg  44::0000  aamm::

Preparing for recruitment into
the Indian Army, one of the can-
didates Ganjendra Sahu
informed that such a scheme is
a golden opportunity for youths’
like him. In this 25% of the
selected youths will get life-

time commission in the Army
and it is the best option. On
completion of this scheme, the
Indian Army perhaps would be
one of the biggest Army in the
world.
YYoouutthhss  nnoott  hhaavviinngg  eexxppeerriieenncceedd
ttrraaiinneerrss::

This team of 50 youths prepar-
ing for the Indian Army are not
having any experience trainer
or resources in their hand, by
which they can have good train-
ing. Narendra of the village
informed that even after not
having trainer, but the youths
have the courage and guts to
serve the nation and for which
they all gather in the ground at
4:00 am and exercise for 3
hours.
HHiigghh  jjuummpp  ffrroomm  1122  ffeeeett  aanndd
bbeellooww  iiss  rroouubbllee::

For recruitment into the Indian
Army, in the physical exercise
there is one to jump from height
of 12 feet and to which these
youths are doing. But down
below there is rouble and the
youth do not have money to
purchase mattres. Jumping on
stone and rouble often results
in injury. The youths informed
that they are ready to accept
such small injuries in order to
get employment and it may be
possible that such injuries make
them stronger and make good
future.
This is the logic!
All the youths preparing for
recruitment into the Indian
Army viz. Shekhar, Dhruv,
Sohan Yadav, Yogesh Nishad,
Omkar, Rahul Kure, Omprakash
Dhruv, Narottam Yadav, Ajay
Nishad, Gulshan Dhruv, Aakash
Nishad, Pushkar Sahu,
Bhupendra Dewangan, Bhavani
Jaiswal, Daman Sahu said that
there is no other thing in the
world but to get an opportunity

to serve the nation once. They
charged that the Congress gov-
ernment is misleading the
youth of the country in the
name of ‘Satyagrah’ and
informed that at one place
where a person can earn upto
Rs 20000 for working all year
long, on the other, getting
recruitment into the Army they
would be able to earn Rs 3 lakh
per year. On asking about being
unemployed after four years,
they said that at present they
all are unemployed and after
working for four years, they will
be having Rs 12 lakh in their
account and this will open plen-
ty of options and with which
they can either start small trade
or work and become self-suffi-
cient. At present, if they contin-
ue with this work, they would
always be like a servant, but
after working in the Indian
Army they would become one
like an ‘owner’, ready to serve
the nation and build a strong
nation.

Fifty youths from Bharuvadih preparing for Indian Army 
 Despite lack of resources

are spending 3 hrs 

daily in physical exercises

for last 3 months

INS CHENNAI IN SAUDI

Saudi Naval and Indian Embassy officials aboard INS Chennai upon its arrival at
Jeddah Islamic port, Saudi Arabia. 

SHIMLA BOOK FAIR

Artists perform a traditional folk dance of Chamba during the Shimla Book Fair, at
Ridge in Shimla, Tuesday, June 28.

Protracted power struggle looms over AIADMK
Chennai, Jun 28 (PTI):

The power struggle in
Tamil Nadu’s main opposi-
tion party, the AIADMK ap-
pears set to go on for a long
time with sidelined leader
O Panneerselvam (OPS) ap-
proaching the Election
Commission and the influ-
ential Edappadi K
Palaniswami camp refus-
ing to budge.

When such a fight con-
tinues, in the course of
time, it could favour the
ruling DMK and its allies
and lead to more fragmen-
tation of pro-AIADMK and
anti-DMK votes. V K
Sasikala’s nephew, TTV
Dhinakaran-led Amma

Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam played spoil-
sport for the AIADMK in a
number of constituencies
in last year’s Assembly
election. A bid to ‘sabotage’
the party administration
by raking up the demand
for a single leadership
favouring EPS and neglect-
ing him and thereby violat-
ing party bylaws are among
the key arguments put
forth by OPS in his June 27
memorandum to the
Election Commission.

OPS stopped short of re-
questing the EC to inter-
vene to help establish his
rights as per AIADMK by-
laws and said the represen-
tation is for the panel’s

‘kind consideration and ap-
preciation’, as required
under the 1951 legislation.

Durai Karuna, political
commentator and a chroni-
cler of the AIADMK for
decades, told PTI that both
EPS and OPS are in no
mood for a compromise, as
of now. “Palaniswami
camp is determined to re-
lieve OPS of his party post
of treasurer and that of
deputy leader in the
Assembly. Their idea ap-
pears to eventually show
the door to Panneerselvam.
Everything that is being
done and the kind of narra-
tive being built by EPS
camp is a clear pointer of
their goals”, he said.

MP minister demands withdrawal of Teesta Setalvad’s Padma award
Bhopal, Jun 28 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra on Tuesday de-
manded withdrawal of the
‘Padma Shri’ award be-
stowed on social activist
Teesta Setalvad, who was
arrested by the Gujarat po-
lice recently in a case of
fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons
in connection with the
2002 Gujarat riots.

The Centre had in 2007
honoured Setalvad with
the Padma Shri, one of
the highest civilian
awards in the country to
recognise people’s contri-
bution in various

spheres.
Talking to reporters on

Tuesday, Mishra accused
the previous Congress
government of giving the
award to Setalvad for the
appeasement of minori-
ties. “She was a member
of the ‘award vapsi’ gang
(those threatening to re-
turn awards). The award
should be taken back

from people like Teesta
Javed Setalvad, in the
wake of the Supreme
Court’s remarks against
such people, whose con-
duct becomes question-
able and have been arrest-
ed,” said the minister,
who is also the state gov-
ernment’s spokesperson.

The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad had on
Saturday picked up
Setalvad from her
Mumbai home. She was
later taken to Ahmedabad
and handed over to the
crime branch there.

A court in Ahmedabad
on Sunday remanded
Setalvad in police custody
till July 2 in the case of

fabricating evidence to
frame innocent persons
in connection with the
2002 Gujarat riots.

On Friday, the Supreme
Supreme Court dismissed
a petition challenging the
clean chit given by a spe-
cial investigation team
(SIT) to then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modi and others in 2002
post-Godhra riots cases.

Setalvad and her NGO
were co-petitioner with
Zakia Jafri (wife of
Congress leader Ehsan
Jafri who was killed in
the riots) in the plea filed
against Modi and others
in the Supreme Court.
PTI ADU

Pak-based LeT behind series of explosions 
in J-K’s Rajouri; two arrested

Jammu, Jun 28 (PTI):

Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) outfit was be-
hind the recent series of
explosions in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri district,
police said on Tuesday,
claiming to have solved the
case with the arrest of two
of its operatives while the
search is on for the main
accused.

A huge cache of explo-
sive material, including
five improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), was recov-
ered at the disclosure of
the arrested accused,
Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
Jammu, Mukesh Singh
said. Twin explosions
rocked Kotrana town of
Rajouri on March 26 and
another on April 19, leav-
ing two persons injured.

Two more persons were
injured in another blast
that took place in Shahpur-
Budhal area of Rajouri on
April 24.

Working on leads, joint
teams of Rajouri Police
and 60 Rashtriya Rifles (14
Sector) conducted multiple
raids and search opera-
tions at various locations
in Larkoti, Targain,
Jaglanoo and Draaj areas
of Rajouri and apprehend-
ed two suspects, Mohd
Shabir and Mohd Sadiq of
Draaj-Budhal village, the
ADGP said.

During investigation, he
said, it came to the fore
that three accused Talib
Shah, also of Draaj village
of Budhal area, Shabir and
Sadiq were involved in
these incidents of blasts,
he said. These individuals,
working on the directions
of their Pakistan-based
handlers, received
weapons, ammunition, ex-
plosives and later used
these IEDs to trigger
blasts, Singh said. He said
it has surfaced during pre-
liminary investigation
that the group is headed by
Shah who has collected

three consignments of
arms, ammunition and ex-
plosives from the Lamberi-
Kalakote area in the
months of January, March
and April. Shabir and
Sadiq have been arrested
and the third accused
(Shah) is absconding. Shah
is the commander of LeT
in general area Rajouri
and the mastermind of all
terrorist activities in the
Pir Panjal area, the police
official said. He said Shah
has also motivated many
youths for carrying out ter-
ror activities in Rajouri.
Shabir and Sadiq were also
motivated by Shah to con-
duct terror activities. Shah
has remained instrumen-
tal in almost all terror inci-
dents in Pir Panjal dis-
tricts in last two to three
years, the Jammu region
police chief said, announc-
ing a suitable reward for
anyone sharing credible
information leading to the
arrest of Shah.

Singh said it was also re-

vealed that this group was
sheltering a few Kashmir-
based active terrorists of
LeT in the general area of
Kandi-Budhal and was
making efforts to revive
militancy in Pir Panjal dis-
tricts of Rajouri and
Poonch. This is a big
achievement for police and
security forces as the
blasts had triggered panic
in the area and these ac-
cused were also planning
more such incidents to tar-
get security forces. The ar-
rest of two associates of
Shah is a big blow to the
terror outfit (LeT), the
ADGP said. During prelim-
inary questioning, he said,
the arrested accused dis-
closed that they had hid-
den some explosive materi-
als at Draaj forest and sub-
sequently a joint search
operation was carried out
by police and 60 Rashtriya
Rifles, which led to the re-
covery of five IEDs, five re-
mote controls, 10 fuses and
19 battery cells.

Reserving jobs for locals 
against SC: Ashok Gehlot

Jaipur, Jun 28 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday said that reserva-
tion to local youths in em-
ployment goes against the
Supreme Court judge-
ment, but he may consider
it if such a situation devel-
ops in other states.

He said that such meas-
ures go against the spirit
of the Supreme Court.

Gehlot was addressing
the foundation laying cere-
mony of Rajiv Gandhi

Youth Excellence Center,
organised by the
Rajasthan Youth Board.

However, Gehlot also
said, that he was examin-
ing the steps taken by
other states in this regard,
and will implement reser-
vation for locals in jobs if
such a situation develops
in the country.
Independent MLA Baljeet
Yadav has been demand-
ing reservations to local
youths in jobs. Haryana
this year notified a law re-
serving 75 per cent of jobs

in the private sector for
local people, subject to an
income ceiling of Rs 30,000
and minimum five years of
residentship in the state.
Gehlot, continuing on em-
ployment for youths, said
that giving “equal oppor-
tunities to all is the re-
sponsibility of his govern-
ment. He said that his
focus will be on presenting
a youth-centric budget
next year based on sugges-
tions given by the young
people. You hold discus-
sions, study schemes in
other states if there is any,
and take feedback. If you
give a concrete suggestion,
I will try to present a
youth-centric budget, he
said. The CM also spoke of
the need for a competent
leadership in the party in
future, and listed out a few
traits the workers must
have to become good lead-
ers. Young leadership
should have discipline,
commitment, sensitivity,
and passion to run the
country, Gehlot said.

Delhi’s action plan ready to phase out
single-use plastic from July 1: Officials

New Delhi, June 28 (PTI):

With two days to go for
phasing out single-use
plastic in the national cap-
ital from July 1, the Delhi
government is geared up
with its action plan, along
with the stakeholders in-
cluding Environment
Department, Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), Urban
Local Bodies, General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department and the
Education department, of-
ficials said.

The 19 identified single
use plastic (SUP) items in-
clude earbuds, plastic
sticks for balloons, flags,
candy sticks, ice-cream
sticks, polystyrene (ther-
mocol), plates, cups, glass-
es, forks, spoons, knives,
straws, trays, wrapping or
packaging films around
sweets boxes, invitation
cards, cigarette packets,
plastic or PVC banners
less than 100 micron and
stirrers.

The Special Task Force
has set up a plastic waste

monitoring dashboard.
Door-to-door sensitization
and outreach campaigns
have also been organised
to ensure elimination of
SUPs from July 1, the offi-
cials said.

The Environment
Department will also run
a campaign to ensure com-
pliance with the ban on 19
identified single-use plas-
tic items starting July 1
and close down all manu-
facturers, suppliers, stock-
ists, dealers and sellers
found violating the orders,
officials said.

Mass and targeted
awareness campaign are
being done to ban SUPs

and regular public notices
have been circulated di-
recting producers and re-
cyclers to apply for regis-
tration.

Awareness camps were
set up at Bawana and
Narela industrial areas to
guide the plastic produc-
ers about their responsi-
bility and letters have
been issued to 4,960 units
of plastic article manufac-
turers to comply with
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) directions.

The DPCC has also
asked the Sriram Institute
of Industrial Research to
conduct a survey to identi-
fy littering hotspots and

quantify plastic waste
generation in the city as it
inches close to the June 30
deadline for phasing out of
19 SUP items.

The survey will cover
all 11 districts in Delhi
and will have to be com-
pleted within four
months.

The institute has been
tasked to survey all major
commercial establish-
ments, malls, market
places, shopping centres,
cinema houses, restau-
rants, tourist locations,
places of worship, col-
leges, schools, office com-
plexes, hospitals, and
other institutions.

It will have to prepare
an inventory of stockists,
retailers, sellers, street
vendors, vegetable and
fruit markets and im-
porters dealing in bulk in
SUP items and conduct
district-wise mapping of
generation, collection, and
processing of plastic
waste, and identify pro-
ducers engaged in their
production in the infor-
mal sector.
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Mini bus overturns 
Sultanpur (UP): Two
persons were killed
and nine others in-
jured when a mini bus
overturned and fell
into a gorge here on
Tuesday morning, po-
lice said. The incident
took place on the
Varanasi-Lucknow
national highway
when family mem-
bers were taking a de-
ceased person to
Varanasi from
Lucknow for the last
rites, they said.
Rajendra Awasthi (55)
and driver Omkar
Nath Yadav (45) died
on the spot, police
said, adding the in-
jured were taken to
Sultanpur district
hospital.

Justice Sharma 
New Delhi: Justice
Satish Chandra
Sharma on Tuesday
took oath as the chief
justice of the Delhi
High Court.
Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena
administered the oath
to the 60-year-old
Justice Sharma at a
ceremony in the Raj
Niwas, the L-G’s secre-
tariat. The ceremony
was attended by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Aam Aadmi
Party MLAs Somnath
Bharti and Madan Lal.
Senior judges and advo-
cates were also present
at the ceremony.

Agnipath row 
Patna: Row over the
Agnipath scheme con-
tinued to rock Bihar as-
sembly for the second
consecutive day on
Tuesday when the op-
position’s persistent
demands for a debate
were rejected by the
Chair maintaining that
the matter fell outside
the purview of the
House. The proceed-
ings began at 11 AM on
a raucous note with
members of the RJD-
led opposition raising
slogans against the
new scheme of recruit-
ment in the armed
forces. They also urged
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who was pres-
ent in the House, to
“break silence” (chup-
pi todo) on the issue.

Monsoon likely 
New Delhi: Reeling
under sweltering heat,
parts of north-west
India could expect
some respite over the
next two days as condi-
tions are becoming
favourable for the
onset of monsoon in
the region. “Conditions
would continue to be-
come favourable for
further advance of
monsoon into remain-
ing parts of Arabian
Sea and Gujarat, some
parts of Rajasthan, re-
maining parts of
Madhya Pradesh, en-
tire Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmiri,
some parts of Punjab,
Haryana and
Chandigarh, entire
Delhi during subse-
quent 48-hours between
June 30 and July 1,” the
India Meteorological
Department said here.

3 killed
Mumbai: Three people
were killed and 13 oth-
ers injured after a four-
storey residential
building collapsed in
Mumbai, officials said
on Tuesday. A wing of
the building, located in
Kurla’s Naik Nagar
Society, collapsed
around midnight, they
said, adding that its an-
other wing was also
likely to crash and was
vacated. The injured
people were shifted to
civic hospitals in
Ghatkopar and Sion.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2288  ((PPTTII))::
Maintenance to wife under the
provision of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is
not a blanket liability for all
times to come and can be
increased or decreased on
account of change in circum-
stances of the husband or the
wife, Delhi High Court has said.

Justice Chandra Dhari Singh
stated that the intent behind
granting interim or permanent
alimony is not to punish the
other spouse but to ensure that
the dependent spouse is not
reduced to destitution or
vagrancy on account of the fail-
ure of the marriage, and thus
balance and equity must care-

fully be drawn between all rele-
vant factors.

The court’s observations
were made while deciding on a
revision petition by a woman
seeking enhancement of the
maintenance to be paid to her
by her husband pursuant to a
trial court order.

The court asserted that
under Section 127 (1) Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC), a pro-
vision is made to increase or
reduce the allowance if there is
a “change in the circumstances
of the parties at the time of the
application for alteration of the
original order of maintenance”
and it must be shown that there
has been a change in the cir-

cumstances of husband or of
the wife .

The change of circumstances
referred to in sub-section (1) of
Section 127 CrPC is a compre-
hensive phrase which also
includes the change of circum-
stances of husband. The
amount of maintenance once
fixed under section 125(1)
Cr.P.C. is not something which
can be taken to be a blanket lia-
bility for all times to come. It is
subject to variation on both
sides. It can be increased or
decreased as per the altered
circumstances, said the court in
its recent order.

The intent behind granting
interim/permanent alimony is

to ensure that the dependent
spouse is not reduced to desti-
tution or vagrancy on account
of the failure of the marriage,
and not as punishment to the
other spouse It is settled law
that balance and equity must
carefully be drawn between all
relevant factors, it stated.

In the present case, the peti-
tioner sought a monthly main-
tenance of Rs 35,000 and said
that the amount of Rs 3,000,
which was awarded by the trial
court, was very inadequate for
her sustenance considering
that the husband was drawing a
salary of Rs 82,000 per month
and he hid his actual earnings
from the trial court.

Maintenance to wife, not blanket liability, can be
altered if change in circumstances: Delhi HC
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Will continue to do what is best in
interest of own energy security: India

Elmau (Germany), Jun 28 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi underlined
at the G7 summit that ener-
gy security has become a
very challenging issue in
the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and assert-
ed that India would contin-
ue to do what it thinks is
best in the interest of its
own energy security when
it comes to the question of
global oil trade.

Prime Minister Modi in
both his interventions at
the G7 sessions made
India’s position very clear
on the Russia-Ukraine situ-
ation, calling for an imme-
diate or as early as a possi-

ble end to the hostilities
and advocating the path of
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the situation,
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra said at a
media briefing.

Responding to a question
on the Russia-Ukraine
agenda during the G7
Summit and if India came
under any pressure in the
wake of sanctions against
Moscow, Kwatra said, “I
think naturally the situa-
tion between Russia and
Ukraine was an important
point of discussions during
the plenary. “The prime
minister in both his inter-
ventions, the first one on
climate and energy and the

second one on food security
and gender equality, made
it very clear in terms of the
position that India has ad-
vocated on the Russia-
Ukraine situation, which is
calling for immediate or as
early as possible end to the
hostilities and the path of
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the situation,” he
said. “But the prime minis-
ter also very strongly put
forward and I think we are
fairly an important player
in that aspect, of course,
it’s the consequence which
also we face which is the
knockdown effect of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,”
he said at the briefing that
was held late Monday.

Hong Kong burnishes China ties as 
luster as global hub fades

Hong Kong, Jun 28 (AP):

Every few generations,
Hong Kong transforms it-
self, evolving from a
swampy fishing village to
19th century colonial port,
to capitalist outpost and fac-
tory after China’s 1949 revo-
lution, to 21st century finan-
cial center.

As the former British
colony marks the 25th an-
niversary of its return to
China, reeling from pan-
demic curbs that devastated
business and a crackdown
on its pro-democracy move-
ment, Hong Kong leaders
say it is time to transform
again. They say the city
should become a leader in

technology that relies more
on its ties with nearby
Chinese factory cities than
on global trade.

Chief Executive-elect
John Lee’s government is
under pressure to generate
new sources of economic
growth, looking beyond
COVID outbreaks and anti-
virus controls that have dev-
astated tourism and busi-
ness and uncertainty about
the legal climate after a
crackdown on the city’s pro-
democracy movement.

In April, during his elec-
tion campaign, Lee prom-
ised to start a new chapter
for the city better known as
one of Asia’s busiest ports
and biggest stock markets

and strengthen its competi-
tiveness in technology and
innovation as well as trade
and finance.

Lee gave no details but
pointed to the Greater Bay
Area, a Chinese govern-
ment initiative to link Hong
Kong with neighbouring
mainland cities including
the technology and finance
hub of Shenzhen and the
manufacturing powerhous-
es of Dongguan and
Foshan.

There are great opportu-
nities in the Greater Bay
Area that haven’t been real-
ized yet, said David
Graham, executive director
of the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong.

Spanish PM says NATO summit to show unity
Madrid, Jun 28 (AP):

Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said the
NATO summit in Madrid
this week aims to showcase
the Western allies’ united
front in defence of demo-
cratic values in the face of
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, while increasing
the bloc’s deterrence capa-
bilities.

In an interview with The
Associated Press a day be-
fore the summit begins
Tuesday, he reiterated that
the alliance would not toler-
ate any territorial aggres-
sion against its members.
We have to transmit a mes-
sage of deterrence, that we
are ready to defend every

centimeter of allied territo-
ry, Sanchez said.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin is not just
invading Ukraine. What he
wants is to destabilize,
weaken the security, the
prosperity of Europe.

Speaking at the palace
that hosts the prime minis-

ter’s office and residence in
Madrid, S nchez said the
chief aim of the NATO
summit was to send a mes-
sage of unity in line with
democracy, security, inter-
national order, based on
rules that, unfortunately,
Putin and the Russian
Federation have blown to
smithereens with the inva-
sion of Ukraine.

A key issue will be boost-
ing NATO’s military pres-
ence on its eastern flank, as
well as satisfying Spain’s de-
mand to not ignore budding
threats on the southern
fringe of the alliance, espe-
cially from unstable African
areas such as the Sahel.
NATO’s secretary-general,
Jens Stoltenberg, said

Monday the alliance will in-
crease the size of its rapid
reaction force to 300,000
troops. The force currently
has about 40,000 soldiers.

Stoltenberg also said the
allies will discuss how to re-
spond to the growing influ-
ence of Russia and China in
NATO’s southern neigh-
bourhood.

The Madrid summit,
which opens with a state
dinner Tuesday followed by
discussions on Wednesday,
was announced a year ago
with eyes set on a new
Strategic Concept,” the
once-in-a-decade renewal of
vows by NATO members
that outlines the threats to
the alliance and its re-
sponse.

US President Biden announces USD 20 million additional
assistance for Sri Lanka’s food security

Colombo, Jun 28 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
on Tuesday announced an
additional USD 20 million
in assistance to feed over
800,000 children and 27,000
pregnant and lactating
women over the next 15
months in Sri Lanka,

which is currently facing
its worst economic crisis.

Biden announced the
fresh assistance at the G7
Summit in Germany, the
US embassy here said.

The funding will support
a school nutrition pro-
gramme for students and
provide food vouchers for
pregnant and lactating
women aimed at
strengthening food secu-
rity in Sri Lanka.

The effort also plans to
support approximately
30,000 farmers through
the contribution of agri-
cultural assistance and
cash in order to increase

food production in vulnera-
ble communities in the
debt ridden country.

President Biden’s an-
nouncement of USD 20 mil-
lion in additional assis-
tance to Sri Lanka demon-
strates the United States’
ongoing commitment to
food security, public health,

and the economic well-
being of all Sri Lankan
people, said US
Ambassador to Sri Lanka
Julie Chung. The ambassa-
dor in a statement added
that the US would continue
to support Sri Lankan ef-
forts to promote economic
stability.

G7 leaders wrap up summit
meant to bolster Ukraine support
Elmau (Germany) Jun 28 (AP):

The Group of Seven de-
veloped economies on
Tuesday wraps up a sum-
mit intended to send a
strong signal of long-term
commitment to Ukraine’s
future, ensuring that
Russia pays a higher price
for its invasion while also
attempting to alleviate a
global hunger crisis and
show unity against cli-
mate change.

The leaders of the US,
Germany, France, Italy, the
UK, Canada and Japan on
Monday pledged to sup-
port Ukraine for as long as
it takes after conferring by
video link with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

The summit host,
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, said he once again
very emphatically set out
the situation as Ukraine
currently sees it.
Zelenskyy’s address, amid
a grinding Russian ad-
vance in Ukraine’s east,
came hours before
Ukrainian officials report-
ed a deadly Russian mis-
sile strike on a crowded

shopping mall in the cen-
tral city of Kremenchuk.

Officials have said dur-
ing the summit that lead-
ers of the major
economies are preparing
to unveil plans to pursue a
price cap on Russian oil,
raise tariffs on Russian
goods and impose other
new sanctions.

From the secluded
Schloss Elmau hotel in the
Bavarian Alps, the G-7
leaders will continue
straight to Madrid for a
summit of NATO leaders
where fallout from
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine will again domi-
nate the agenda. All G-7
members other than Japan

are NATO members, and
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida has been
invited to Madrid.

Zelenskyy has openly
worried that the West has
become fatigued by the
cost of a war that is con-
tributing to soaring energy
costs and price hikes on es-
sential goods around the

globe. The G-7 has sought
to assuage those concerns.

While the group’s annu-
al gathering has been dom-
inated by Ukraine and by
the war’s knock-on effects,
such as the challenge to
food supplies in parts of
the world caused by the in-
terruption of Ukrainian
grain exports, Scholz has
been keen to show that the
G-7 also can move ahead
on pre-war priorities.

The summit host has
been keen to secure agree-
ment on the creation of a
climate club for countries
that want to speed ahead
when it comes to tackling
global warming.

After a meeting Monday
with leaders of five devel-
oping nations, a joint state-
ment issued by Germany
emphasized the need to ac-
celerate a clean and just
energy transition that
would see an end to the
burning of fossil fuels
without causing a sharp
rise in unemployment.

In the cautiously
phrased statement, the
leaders tentatively en-
dorsed the global climate
club idea.

Abu Dhabi, Jun 28 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday met UAE
President and Ruler of Abu
Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan here and
conveyed his personal con-
dolences on the demise of
former president of the
Gulf nation Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

In a special gesture,
Sheikh Mohamed, accompa-
nied by senior members of
the Royal family, received
Prime Minister Modi at the
Abu Dhabi Presidential
Airport.

“I am touched by the spe-
cial gesture of my brother,
His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, of coming to wel-
come me at Abu Dhabi air-
port. My gratitude to him,”
Modi tweeted in Arabic and

English languages.
This is their first interac-

tion after the UAE leader’s
election as the new presi-
dent of the Gulf nation last
month.

During his meeting with
Sheikh Mohamed, Modi
conveyed his personal con-
dolences on the passing
away of Sheikh Khalifa,
who died on May 13 at the
age of 73 after a long illness.

Modi had expressed grief
over Sheikh Khalifa’s death,
calling him a great states-
man and visionary leader
under whom India-UAE re-
lations prospered.

India had announced one
day of state mourning fol-
lowing the demise of
Sheikh Khalifa.

Sheikh Khalifa was the
eldest son of UAE’s founder
President Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan. He

served as the President of
the UAE and ruler of Abu
Dhabi from November 3,
2004.

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu last month
visited the UAE and offered
condolences to the UAE
leadership on the demise of
Sheikh Khalifa.

Modi arrived here on a
brief visit after attending a
productive G7 Summit in
Germany where he inter-
acted with several world
leaders on the margins of
the summit and discussed
issues aimed at furthering
global well-being and pros-
perity.

The last visit by Modi to
the UAE was in August 2019
during which he received
the UAE’s highest award,
‘Order of Zayed’ conferred
upon him by the UAE
President.

G7 leaders from left, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, U.S. President Joe Biden,
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, French President Emmanuel Macron and Italys Prime
Minister Mario Draghi meet on the sidelines of the G7 summit at Castle Elmau in Kruen,
near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, on Tuesday.

PM Modi meets UAE President

Sheikh Mohamed in Abu Dhabi

Do you tend to see the glass
as half full, rather than half
empty? Are you always look-
ing on the bright side of life?
If so, you may be surprised to
learn that this tendency could
actually be good for your
health.

A number of studies have
shown that optimists enjoy
higher levels of wellbeing,
better sleep, lower stress and
even better cardiovascular
health and immune function.
And now, a recent study has
shown that being an optimist
is linked to longer life.

To conduct their study, re-
searchers tracked the lifespan
of nearly 160,000 women aged
between 50 to 79 for a period
of 26 years. At the beginning
of the study, the women com-
pleted a self-report measure
of optimism. Women with the
highest scores on the measure
were categorised as optimists.
Those with the lowest scores
were considered pessimists.

Then, in 2019, the re-
searchers followed up with
the participants who were
still living. They also looked
at the lifespan of participants
who had died. What they
found was that those who had
the highest levels of opti-
mism were more likely to live
longer. More importantly, the
optimists were also more like-
ly than those who were pes-
simists to live into their
nineties.

Researchers refer to this as
exceptional longevity , con-
sidering the average lifespan
for women is about 83 years in
developed countries.

What makes these findings
especially impressive is that
the results remained even
after accounting for other fac-
tors known to predict a long
life including education level
and economic status, ethnici-
ty, and whether a person suf-
fered from depression or
other chronic health condi-
tions.

But given this study only
looked at women, it's uncer-
tain whether the same would
be true for men. However, an-
other study which looked at
both men and women also
found that people with the
highest levels of optimism en-
joyed a lifespan that was be-
tween 11% and 15% longer
than those who were the least
optimistic.

The fountain of youth?
So why is it that optimists

live longer? At first glance it
would seem that it may have
to do with their healthier
lifestyle.

For example, research from
several studies has found that
optimism is linked to eating a
healthy diet, staying physical-
ly active, and being less likely
to smoke cigarettes. These
healthy behaviours are well
known to improve heart
health and reduce the risk for
cardiovascular disease, which
is a leading cause of death
globally.

Adopting a healthy lifestyle
is also important for reducing
the risk of other potentially
deadly diseases, such as dia-
betes and cancer.

But having a healthy
lifestyle may only be part of
the reason optimists live a
longer than average life. This
latest study found that
lifestyle only accounted for

24% of the link between opti-
mism and longevity. This sug-
gests a number of other fac-
tors affect longevity for opti-
mists.

Another possible reason
could be due to the way opti-
mists manage stress. When
faced with a stressful situa-
tion, optimists tend to deal
with it head-on. They use
adaptive coping strategies
that help them resolve the
source of the stress, or view
the situation in a less stress-
ful way. For example, opti-
mists will problem-solve and
plan ways to deal with the
stressor, call on others for
support, or try to find a silver
lining in the stressful situa-
tion.

All of these approaches are
well-known to reduce feelings
of stress, as well as the biolog-
ical reactions that occur
when we feel stressed. It's
these biological reactions to
stress - such as elevated corti-
sol (sometimes called the
stress hormone ), increased
heart rate and blood pressure,
and impaired immune system
functioning - that can take a
toll on health over time and
increase the risk for develop-
ing life-threatening diseases,
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease. In short, the way opti-
mists cope with stress may
help protect them somewhat
against its harmful effects.

Looking on the bright side
Optimism is typically

viewed by researchers as a
relatively stable personality
trait that is determined by
both genetic and early child-
hood influences (such as hav-
ing a secure and warm rela-
tionship with your parents or
caregivers). But if you're not
naturally prone to seeing the
glass as half full, there are
some ways you can increase
your capacity to be opti-
mistic.

Research shows optimism
can change over time, and can
be cultivated by engaging in
simple exercises. For exam-
ple, visualising and then writ-
ing about your best possible
self (a future version of your-
self who has accomplished
your goals) is a technique that
studies have found can signif-
icantly increase optimism, at
least temporarily.

But for best results, the
goals need to be both positive
and reasonable, rather than
just wishful thinking.
Similarly, simply thinking
about positive future events
can also be effective for boost-
ing optimism.

It's also crucial to temper
any expectations for success
with an accurate view of
what you can and can't con-
trol. Optimism is reinforced
when we experience the posi-
tive outcomes that we expect,
and can decrease when these
outcomes aren't as we want
them to be.

Although more research is
needed, it's possible that regu-
larly envisioning yourself as
having the best possible out-
comes, and taking realistic
steps towards achieving
them, can help develop an op-
timistic mindset.

Of course, this might be
easier said than done for
some. If you're someone who
isn't naturally optimistic, the
best chances to improve your
longevity is by living a
healthy lifestyle by staying
physically active, eating a
healthy diet, managing stress,
and getting a good night's
sleep. Add to this cultivating a
more optimistic mindset and
you might further increase
your chances for a long life.

Writer is Professor in
Social & Health
Psychology, Durham
University
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Students & politics 
It goes without saying that
students are the pillars of
a nation's future edifice.
The country pins her con-
fidence on them. So, it's a
bounden duty of every stu-
dent to focus on his or her
primary duty of study and
keep himself or herself
aloof from anything that
may lead to colossal waste
of time and energy in his
or her academic pursuits.
Undoubtedly, getting in-
volved in active politics
may make a student's focus
shift from studies to the
dirty game of politics.
Moreover, students are
deemed to be immature
and inexperienced and,
hence, there is every possi-
bility that they may be
swayed by passions and
prejudices. However, the
upcoming generation
needs to possess a genuine
sense of political con-
sciousness and take an in-
telligent interest in poli-
tics. They should be well-
acquainted with the ele-
ments of politics and keep
tabs on the political views
of their own country as
well as other countries.
The aspirants to political
power may cultivate the
power of debate, the spirit
of service, sacrifice and
discipline during student
life without participating
actively in politics.

Dipen Gogoi,
Teok, Jorhat.

Agni Parikha? 
So after long 20 years, the
SC has given a clean chit to
Narendra Modi, the then
CM of Gujarat and present
Prime Minister of the na-
tion, bringing much need-
ed joy and relief to bona
fide Indians. This very ver-
dict has laid to rest all mis-
information spread by the
Congress and its allies to
malign Modi before the na-
tion and the entire nation
for the Gujarat riots,
which took place after the
burning of hundreds of
Hindu pilgrims travelling
in Sabarmati Express in
Godhra. One can easily
imagine the mental plight
of a lesser mortal if he or
she faces an ordeal of this
magnitude for long 20
years. But in case of Modi,
it went as usual as he stood
like the Rock of Gibraltar
for long 20 years. We still
remember Sonia Gandhi,
the AICC chief, calling
Modi as a "Maut Ka
Saudagar", "Bhasmasur"
etc., before the public in
Congress rallies. Now the
dust has settled down and
can we expect an unquali-
fied apology from the pseu-
do Gandhis ? The answer
seems to be a big 'NO' as
they lack all civic sense.
Yes, Modi has been bap-
tized with fire. He has
passed the Agni Parikha.
Jai Hind!

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he Aam Aadmi Party's defeat in Sangrur just
months after its spectacular win in the Punjab

election comes as a wake up call for the party, while
in UP, by wresting two SP strongholds, the BJP has
strengthened its already-dominant position ahead of
the urban local body elections due later this year.
The AAP's shock defeat on the Sangrur Lok Sabha
seat in Punjab threw a spanner in the party's celebra-
tions over its victory in the Rajinder Nagar assembly
bye-election in Delhi after the results came out on
Sunday. The SAD (Amritsar) president and Khalistan
proponent Simranjit Singh Mann defeated the AAP
candidate Gurmail Singh in the Sangrur Lok Sabha
constituency by a margin of 5,822 votes, dealing a
blow to the Arvind Kejriwal-led party which stormed
to power in Punjab barely three months ago. The
AAP's drubbing in Sangrur surprised many of its
senior leaders in Delhi as the seat is considered to be
the party's stronghold. Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann had won it twice, and in the state
polls earlier this year, the party bagged all the nine
assembly seats that fall under the Lok Sabha con-
stituency. In Delhi, the party's state unit celebrated
its victory in Rajinder Nagar assembly bypoll.
Taking to Twitter, Delhi Chief Minister and AAP na-
tional convenor Kejriwal hailed the victory in
Rajinder Nagar, calling it a defeat of the BJP's "dirty
politics", and an appreciation of work done by his
government in Delhi. In Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
trounced the Samajwadi Party (SP) in its pocket bor-
oughs of Azamgarh and Rampur, dealing a blow to
the opposition. The BJP's twin victories in UP hold
significance because Azamgarh was represented by
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, and his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav before him. It is a seat the family didn’t
lose during the 2014 and 2019 general election even as
it was routed across the state. The SP may blame the
Bahujan Samaj Party, which polled close to a third of
the votes cast, but the lacklustre SP campaign indi-
cated that the party had thought victory was assured
in its pocket borough – a costly mistake in an era
where Opposition parties have to be alert to the ag-
gression of the BJP in every electoral outing. In fact,
it will not be an exaggeration to say that the results
of the bypolls to three parliamentary constituencies
across two states and seven assembly constituencies
across four states spelt bad news for Opposition par-
ties while cementing the stature of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as the central pole of Indian poli-
tics. The results of the seven assembly bypolls were
largely in keeping with expectations, with the ruling
party in the particular state emerging the winner. In
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and Delhi, the ruling
party won the assembly seat on offer and in Tripura,
the incumbent BJP won three of the four seats that
went to the polls, with the other going to a popular
Congress candidate. Once again, despite putting in
considerable effort and money, the Trinamool
Congress failed to make any breakthrough in the
northeastern state. The TMC, which was looking to
make inroads in the northeastern state, performed
dismally with its candidates losing deposits in all the
seats. But, any extrapolation of the results of a par-
ticular bye-election to statewide or even national pol-
itics must be done with caution. This is because by-
polls are usually local in nature and with little im-
pact on the overall stability of the state or central
government.

Bypolls: BJP gets
stronger; Oppn weaker
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma interacts with flood-affected people, at a flood relief camp, in Bajali district.

Do optimists really live longer? 

ASSAM FLOODS

FUSCHIA SIROIS

Nearly nine in 10 (87 per cent) profession-
al workers in India believe that sharing
emotions at work makes them more pro-
ductive and boosts feelings of belonging,
a new LinkedIn report said on Tuesday.
The research revealed that more than
three in four (76 per cent) professionals in
India feel more comfortable expressing
their emotions at work post-pandemic.
This shift is also being reflected on
LinkedIn, which has seen a 28 per cent
rise in public conversations on the plat-
form. Nearly two-thirds (63 per cent)
admitted to having cried in front of their
boss -- a third (32 per cent) having done
so on more than one occasion. "The past
two years have been tumultuous to say
the least but have also made people
realise that they can be more vulnerable
and candid with each other at work," said
Ashutosh Gupta, India Country Manager,
LinkedIn. However, seven in 10 (70 per
cent) professionals in India believe there
is a stigma around sharing feelings at
work. Due to this, over a quarter of pro-
fessionals in India are still worried about
wearing their hearts on their sleeves out
of a fear of looking weak (27 per cent),
unprofessional (25 per cent), and being
judged (25 per cent). Unfairly, women are
bearing the brunt more, with almost four
in five (79 per cent) professionals in India

agreeing that women are often judged
more in comparison to men when they
share their emotions at work. Gen Z and
millennials are leading the way in express-
ing themselves and feeling more comfort-
able than ever to open up at work. In com-
parison, just 20 per cent of boomers (aged
58-60) share the same comfort with
expressing themselves at work, the report
said. Over three-quarters of professionals
in India agree that "cracking a joke" at
work is good for office culture, but more
than half (56 per cent) consider it to be
'unprofessional'. Despite these mixed
feelings, nine in 10 professionals in India
agree that humour is the most underused
and undervalued emotion at work. In fact,
more than three in five professionals want
to see the use of more humour in general
at the workplace. Overall, professionals in
South India are cracking the most jokes in
the country, followed by professionals in
the other parts of the country, the report
mentioned.

T he new research is published in Nature and
was conducted by Imperial College London

researchers. They observed how fasting led to the
gut bacteria increasing production of a metabo-
lite known as 3-Indolepropionic acid (IPA), which
is required for regenerating nerve fibers called
axons—thread-like structures at the ends of nerve
cells that send out electro-chemical signals to
other cells in the body. This novel mechanism was
discovered in mice and is hoped to also hold true
for any future human trials. The team state that
the bacteria that produces IPA, Clostridium
sporogenesis, is found naturally in the guts of
humans as well as mice and IPA is present in
human’s bloodstreams too. “There is currently no
treatment for people with nerve damage beyond
surgical reconstruction, which is only effective in
a small percentage of cases, prompting us to
investigate whether changes in lifestyle could aid
recovery,” said study author Professor Simone Di
Giovanni from Imperial’s Department of Brain
Sciences. “When IPA cannot be produced by
these bacteria and it was almost absent in the
serum, regeneration was impaired. This suggests
that the IPA generated by these bacteria has an
ability to heal and regenerate damaged nerves,”
Professor Di Giovanni said. Importantly, when IPA
was administered to the mice orally after a sciat-
ic nerve injury, regeneration and increased recov-
ery was observed between two and three weeks
after injury. “Intermittent fasting has previously
been linked by other studies to wound repair and
the growth of new neurons—but our study is the

first to explain exactly how fasting might help
heal nerves.”

FFaassttiinngg  aass  aa  ppootteennttiiaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt
The study assessed nerve regeneration of

mice where the sciatic nerve, the longest nerve
running from the spine down the leg, was
crushed. Half of the mice underwent intermit-
tent fasting (by eating as much as they liked fol-
lowed by not eating at all on alternate days),
while the other half were free to eat with no
restrictions at all.

These diets continued for a period of 10 days
or 30 days before their operation, and the
mice’s recovery was monitored 24 to 72 hours
after the nerve was severed. The length of the
regrown axons was measured and was about
50% greater in mice that had been fasting.

Professor Di Giovanni said, “I think the power
of this is that opens up a whole new field where
we have to wonder: is this the tip of an iceberg?
Are there going to be other bacteria or bacteria
metabolites that can promote repair?”

IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  rreevveeaallss  mmeettaabboolliissmm  lliinnkk
The researchers also studied how fasting led

to this nerve regeneration. They found that
there were significantly higher levels of specif-
ic metabolites, including IPA, in the blood of
diet-restricted mice. To confirm whether IPA led
to nerve repair, the mice were treated with
antibiotics to clean their guts of any bacteria.
They were then given genetically-modified
strains of Clostridium sporogenesis that could
or could not produce IPA.

9 in 10 Indians say sharing emotions
at work boosts productivity

Intermittent fasting may help 
heal nerve damage

S adly, over 25 lakh people across Assam are
still reeling under floods, among whom close

to 2.5 lakh are lodged in 630 relief camps. Only
those who have been affected by floods can under-
stand what kind of loss floods can cause to a fami-
ly. The media have been relentlessly reporting
about the sufferings of the flood-affected people of
Assam. A large number of people have lost their
homes because of the floods. Along with it, they
have lost valuable items which include land docu-
ments, bank documents, Aadhar cards, voter id
cards, various other certificates, etc, while chil-
dren have lost textbooks, certificates and various
other articles. While floods happen to be a recur-
ring scourge in Assam, there is unfortunately no
such mechanism in place through which the gov-
ernment or the authorities can help such people
quickly get duplicate copies of the various docu-
ments. In West Bengal, the State government had,
in collaboration with UN agencies, provided people
training in the flood-prone districts on how to pro-
tect and save their valuable documents from being
washed away or damaged in floods. The Assam gov-
ernment can explore the possibility of replicating
such measures in the state. The flood relief manu-
al of the Assam government also needs to be revis-
ited keeping in mind the various requirements of
the flood-affected people. There was a time when
old and young alike were given only dry chira in
relief camps. A few years ago, when the flood relief
manual was revised, certain new things were in-
troduced. But those are still inadequate. Various
people have various special needs based on their
age, sex, and health status. Women, including preg-
nant and lactating ones, have certain special
needs, and so do girls in their growing stage.
Similarly, there can be people suffering from vari-
ous ailments lodged in relief camps. The require-
ments of a person suffering from heart ailments
will be different from those of a cancer patient.
Sanitation and disposal of waste are two other as-
pects that require to be looked into in a relief
camp. There have been media reports from time to
time about individual persons coming up with in-
novative ideas like floating toilets etc for use dur-
ing floods. Unfortunately, such ideas and innova-
tions are not often picked up by the authorities.

Flood woes
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BRIEF

Sad demise

New Delhi: President
Ram Nath Kovind ex-
pressed his grief at
the demise of Pallonji
Mistry on Tuesday
and said he was a
doyen of infrastruc-
ture and building in-
dustry whose contri-
bution to wealth cre-
ation and nation
building would be
long remembered.
Billionaire Mistry, the
chairman of diversi-
fied Shapoorji Pallonji
(SP) Group, died in the
wee hours of Tuesday
in Mumbai. He was 93.

Scarcity
Jamshedpur: Scarcity
of construction mate-
rials such as sand and
stone chips has ad-
versely affected gov-
ernment projects, in-
cluding the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), in Jharkhand,
former chief minister
Raghubar Das said on
Monday. Construction
of houses in the rural
areas under PMAY has
come down to 500 units
per day from the earli-
er 1,400-1,500 units, the
senior BJP leader said.
Similarly, construction
of culverts and bridges
under Mukhyamantri
Gramya Setu Yojana
(MGSY) has come to a
grinding halt, he
claimed. Holding the
JMM-led government
in the state responsi-
ble, Das said the crisis
of construction mate-
rial was pushing
Jharkhand backwards.

Startups 

Ahmedabad:Startups
are the new normal
emerging out of deep
structural changes in
the Indian economy and
not just fashion these
days,Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said here on Monday.He
attributed the structur-
al changes in the econo-
my to the reforms initi-
ated by the Narendra
Modi government.
Startups are not a fash-
ion these days,they are
the new normal.They
are the new reality
emerging out of the
deep structural changes
in the Indian economy
ushered by the proac-
tive policies and re-
forms initiated by the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the last eight
years," the Minister of
State for Electronics,IT,
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship said
during his interaction
with students of the
Nirma University.

Remove barriers
Lucknow:
Emphasising the
MSME sector's impor-
tant role in making
India a USD 5-trillion
economy, Union
Minister Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma
on Tuesday said the
government will re-
move all the barriers
in credit flow to this
sector. The Union
Minister of State for
MSME also said that
the government was
also committed to de-
velop a better system
of redressal and debt
facilities.

GST COUNCIL MEET

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs the 47th meeting of Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, in
Chandigarh, Tuesday, June 28.

New Delhi, Jun 28:  

The 45 per cent export
duty levied by the govern-
ment on export of iron ore
pellets will make the ex-
port of the material unvi-
able at current prices, Icra
said on Tuesday. The
Government of India
slapped a hefty 45 per cent
levy, from nil, on the ex-
port of iron ore pellets
from May 21. "The applica-
tion of this high export
tariff has reduced a mer-
chant exporter's net effec-
tive realisation, rendering
pellet exports unviable," it
said. The steep decline in
the effective free-on-board
(FoB) price will lead to
supply overhang in the do-
mestic market. This, in
turn, would put pressure
on the domestic prices,
which are likely to correct
by 30 per cent in the near-

term. Consequently, the
contribution margins of
merchant pellet players
are expected to decline
roughly by Rs 1,000 per MT
(metric tonne) from pre-
duty levels. India exported
more than 11 million
tonnes (MT) of pellets in
FY'22, accounting for al-
most 15 per cent of its
overall pellet production.

With exports becoming
unviable, industry asset
utilisation will be adverse-
ly impacted and domestic
pellet prices would come
under pressure, going for-
ward, Jayanta Roy, Senior
Vice-President & Group
Head, Corporate Sector
Ratings, ICRA said. "Our
calculations suggest a 10
per cent drop in domestic
pellet production in FY'23
as the domestic market is
going through a period of
muted demand growth

and is unlikely to fully ab-
sorb the pellet supplies
meant for the export mar-
ket," Roy said.

The decline in pellet ex-
ports would also impact
the iron ore demand and
exert pressure on prices as
close to 40 per cent of the
iron ore fines produced in
FY'22 were consumed in
pellet production. Prices of
iron ore fines have already
corrected by more than 35
per cent from the pre-duty
level till June 22.

While this is a positive
development for the pellet
players, the steep fall in do-
mestic pellet prices would
nevertheless compress
their gross contribution
levels, Roy explained.
Pellets are a raw material
input used to make iron in
a blast furnace which is
further used to produce
steel.

High export tariff of 45 pc
to make iron ore pellet
export unviable: ICRA

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

The government will
make it mandatory for car-
makers to provide a mini-
mum of six airbags in
motor vehicles that can
carry up to eight passen-
gers for enhanced safety of
occupants, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Monday. Addressing 'Intel
India's Safety Pioneers
Conference 2022', Gadkari
said every year, around 1.5
lakh people are killed in
five lakh accidents across
the country. "We have de-
cided to make it mandato-
ry to provide a minimum
of six airbags in motor ve-
hicles... We want to save
the lives of the people," the
road transport and high-
ways minister said. The
Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in January said
that to enhance the safety
of occupants of motor ve-
hicles against lateral im-
pact, it has been decided to

enhance safety features by
amending the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules
(CMVR), 1989.

"A draft notification has
been issued on January
14, 2022, which mandates
that vehicles of category
M1, manufactured after
October 1, 2022, shall be
fitted with two side/side
torso air bags, one each
for the persons occupying
front row outboard seat-
ing positions, and two
side curtain/tube air
bags, one each for the per-
sons occupying outboard
seating positions," it had

said. An airbag is a vehi-
cle occupant-restraint sys-
tem which interferes be-
tween the driver and the
vehicle's dashboard dur-
ing a collision, thereby
preventing serious in-
juries.

He added: "We need co-
operation from all stake-
holders (including auto-
mobile industry)." His re-
marks come against the
backdrop of the automo-
bile industry raising con-
cerns that high taxation
and stricter safety and
emission norms have
made their products ex-
pensive. Gadkari pointed
out that all global automo-
bile brands are available
in India. Noting that safe
roads are very important,
he admitted that effective
implementation of the
Motor Vehicles Act is a
challenge. The minister
reiterated that Indian
road infrastructure will
be equivalent to the USA
by 2024.

Six airbags to be made mandatory
in eight-seater vehicles: GadkariKolkata, Jun 28:  

The West Bengal govern-
ment on Tuesday wrote to
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman asking
her to take decisions at the
ongoing GST Council meet-
ing by consensus, shunning
"majoritarianism". In a two-
page letter to Sitharaman,
the Principal Chief Adviser
to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the Finance
Department, Dr Amit Mitra,
cited a recent judgment of
the Supreme Court in this
regard.

"Post decision of the SC,
it has become imperative
for the GST council to take
every decision by consensus
and to leave aside any shade
of majoritarianism, not
only for the future credibili-
ty of GST council but also to
uphold the rich tradition of
this august body," the for-
mer finance minister of the
state said. The Supreme
Court on May 19 ruled that
the Goods and Service Tax
(GST) council's recommen-
dations are not binding on
Union and State but have a

persuasive value as the
country has a cooperative
federal structure.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant,
and Vikram Nath also held
that the Centre and State
governments have simulta-
neous powers to legislate on
GST but the council must
work in a harmonious man-
ner to achieve a workable
solution. Mitra said in the
letter, "On the backdrop of
this extremely significant
observation of the hon-
ourable apex court, it has
become extremely impor-
tant for the GST council to
invariably arrive at a con-
sensus for taking any deci-
sion." 

Amit Mitra asks Centre to take 
decisions at GST council by consensus

Mumbai, Jun 28: 

Home-grown auto major
Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M)
on Monday launched the all-
new Scorpio-N SUV in five
variants, equipped with
advanced modern features
and latest technology, with
prices starting from Rs 11.99
lakh (ex-showroom). The
bookings for the latest SUV
will commence from July 30
online as well as at Mahindra
dealerships, while the deliv-
eries will begin from the
upcoming festive season, the
company said. M&M said it
has invested Rs 1,600 crore
in the development of the
new product, which includes
setting up of a world-class
highly automated manufac-
turing line at its Chakan
manufacturing facility in
Pune. The vehicle is simulta-

neously being unveiled in
South Africa and Nepal,
alongside the India launch.
Additionally, Mahindra is
committed to introduce the
all-new Scorpio-N in
Australia and New Zealand, it
said. The all-new Scorpio-N
will be competing with other
vehicles in the segment such
as Tata Safari, Hyundai Creta,
Toyota Fortuner, among oth-
ers. The five variants include
Z2, Z4, Z6, Z8 as well as the
top-spec variant Z8L, which
comes with a price tag of Rs
19.49 lakh. The all-new
Scorpio-N comes in both
petrol and diesel engine with
a choice of manual and auto-
matic transmissions and
offered with a 4x4 option.
Poised to take forward the
'game-changer' legacy of the
Scorpio brand, the latest
vehicle is designed, engi-
neered and built to disrupt
the SUV segment with its
class-leading attributes, fea-
tures and capabilities, to be
acknowledged as the
'#BigDaddyOfSUVs', the com-
pany said. Mahindra refers to
Scorpio-N as 'BigDaddy'.

Mahindra launches 
all-new Scorpio-N SUV

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Mukesh Ambani has re-
signed from the board of
his group's telecom arm,
Reliance Jio and handed
over the reins of the com-
pany to elder son Akash, a
step seen as succession
planning by the 65-year old
billionaire. In a stock ex-
change filing, Reliance Jio
Infocomm said the compa-
ny's board at a meeting on
June 27, "approved the ap-
pointment of Akash M
Ambani, non-executive di-

rector, as chairman of the
board of directors of the
company." This comes
after his father resigned
with effect from close of
working hours on June 27,
it said.

Among other appoint-
ments, Pankaj Mohan
Pawar was appointed
Managing Director of the
company for five years be-
ginning June 27.
Raminder Singh Gujral
and KV Chowdary were
appointed independent di-
rectors, it added.

Mukesh Ambani resigns from
Jio, son Akash made chairman

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Tata Motors on Tuesday
said it will increase the
prices of its commercial
vehicles, in the range of
1.5 to 2.5 per cent, from
July 1 to partially offset
rising input costs.

The hike will be across
the range of commercial
vehicles and the quantum
will depend on individual
model and variant, Tata
Motors said in a regulato-
ry filing. "While the com-
pany takes extensive

measures to absorb a sig-
nificant portion of the in-
creased input costs at var-
ious levels of manufactur-
ing, the steep rise in over-
all input costs makes it
imperative to pass on a
residual proportion via a
minimised price hike," it
said.

In April, Tata Motors
had hiked the prices of its
passenger vehicles by 1.1
per cent and those of com-
mercial vehicles by 2 - 2.5
per cent to partially offset
rising input costs.

Tata Motors to increase
prices of commercial vehicles

Mumbai, Jun 27: 

This World Chocolate
Day, celebrate good times
with your loved ones by
gifting chocolaty goodness
from the specially curated
Chocolate Day Store on
Amazon.in. Delve deeper
into the delights of cocoa
and avail great offers and
deals across a wide variety
of chocolate inspired prod-
ucts from top brands such
as Ferrero Rocher, Nestle
Kitkat, Cadbury
Bournville, Hershey’s,
Dukes, mCaffeine,
Mamaearth, PLUM and
more till 7th July on
Amazon.in. Customers can
purchase these products
from the comfort and safety
of their homes with an in-
stant discount of 10% on
ICICI /SBI Credit Card
with a maximum discount
of Rs 300 on credit card till
7th July 2022. If you are a
Prime member shopping

for Chocolates on Amazon
Fresh then you can enjoy
free delivery on all orders
above INR 199. Prime is de-
signed to make your life
better every single day.
Customers who haven’t
joined Prime yet can join
Prime for INR 1,499/year,
INR 459 for three months or
Rs 179 for one month at
amazon.in/prime and
enjoy multiple Prime bene-
fits such as unlimited ac-
cess to award-winning
movies & TV shows with
Prime Video, unlimited ac-
cess to more than 70 million
songs, ad-free with Prime
Music, a free rotating selec-
tion of more than 1,000
books: magazines and
comics with Prime
Reading, access to free in-
game content and benefits
with Gaming with Prime,
new product launches,
early access to Deals and
more, in addition to the free
and fast delivery.

Celebrate World Chocolate
Day with Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

Marwadi University, the
youngest University in Gujarat
to be awarded the Centre of
Excellence (CoE) status by the
Gujarat Government, has
opened its admissions for the
academic session 2022-23. This
is for courses including
Science, Engineering,
Commerce, Computer
Applications, Law, Arts,
Pharmacy, Physiotherapy,
Business Administration,
Management, Agriculture and
Research. At the UG level,
admissions are open for: B.Tech
in Electrical, Mechanical, Civil,

IT, ICT, Computer, Chemical &
Automobile, B.Sc., BBA, B.Com,
B.Com LL.B.(Hons.), BA
LL.B.(Hons.), LL.M., BCA, B.Sc.
IT, B.Pharm, B. Physiotherapy,
and B. Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture.
At the PG level, students can
apply for degrees in M.Tech in
Mechanical, Civil, Environment
Engineering, Chemical
Engineering, Cyber Security,
CAD/CAM, Thermal, ICT,
Computer, Geo-tech, structure,
Transport Engineering, and
Electrical – Electric & Hybrid
Vehicles Power Electronics &
Electrical Drives; M.Sc. in
Microbiology, Bio-Technology,
Chemistry, Physics, Maths, and

Environmental Science; M.Sc.
in Cyber Security & Cyber Law;
MBA, MBA (Business
Analytics). Sandeep Sancheti,
Provost, Marwadi University
said, "We take pride in building
smart, future-ready personnel
that not only have the potential
of being employable across
sectors, but also become lead-
ers and achieve excellence in
their chosen path. The exem-
plary teaching and learning
practices; culture of innovation,
campus diversity, vibrant cam-
pus life and a sturdy industry-
academia connections are the
hallmarks of Marwadi
University.”

Marwadi University is home to 10,700 students 
Mumbai, Jun 28: 

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty rebound-
ed from early lows to close
marginally up on Tuesday
following fag-end buying in
energy, IT and auto stocks
and a recovery in global eq-
uities.

Posting gains for a fourth
session in a row, the 30-
share BSE Sensex settled
up 16.17 points or 0.03 per
cent at 53,177.45. During the
day, it had declined 389.75
points or 0.73 per cent to
52,771.53. The NSE Nifty

gained 18.15 points or 0.11
per cent to 15,850.20. In the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Reliance
Industries, Dr Reddy's
Laboratories, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel and
Larsen & Toubro were
among the gainers. Titan,
Asian Paints, Bajaj Finserv,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
ICICI Bank were among the
major laggards. Elsewhere
in Asia, markets in Tokyo,
Shanghai, Seoul and Hong
Kong bounced back after
initial decline and ended
with gains.

New Delhi, Jun 28: 

Seeking to put in place a
strict regulatory frame-
work for vegan foods in
the country, FSSAI has
made it compulsory for
manufacturers of such
products to display the
logo specified by the au-
thority for easier recogni-
tion as well as ensure
traceability of the prod-
ucts up to the level of
manufacturers.

Besides, sellers of
vegan foods should either
exclusively or as part of
retail merchandise store
and display the products
in a manner distinguish-
able from non-vegan
foods. The regulator has
also mandated that no
vegan food products
should be imported except
with a certificate issued
by the recognised authori-
ties of the exporting coun-
tries concerned.

FSSAI comes out
with regulations
for vegan foods

Sensex, Nifty end marginally up amid recovery in global markets

ACROSS

1. Openings

5. Caribous' kin

9. Manly

14. Funnyman ____ Idle

15. Handyman's need

16. Dodge

17. ____-do-well

18. Heal

19. Rich dessert

20. More unusual

22. Creepiness

24. School assignment

25. Lucifer

26. Interlock

28. New spouse's boy

33. Actor ____ Hanks

36. Detergent

38. Eye part

39. Soothing plant

41. Nebraska metropolis

43. Circle sections

44. Decrease

46. Door fastener

48. Dead ____ Scrolls

49. Actor Kevin ____

51. Rod's partner

53. Thai, e.g.

55. Musical instrument

59. Steven Spielberg, e.g.

63. Fortuneteller's card

64. Grown-up

65. Dress for Caesar

68. Englishman, for short

69. Feel

70. Send out

71. Mislay

72. Loathed

73. Current fad

74. Wide-spouted pitcher

DOWN

1. Category

2. Zones

3. Wharves

4. Shriek

5. And so forth (Abbr.)

6. Baseball's ____ Gehrig

7. Seoul's country

8. Rains ice

9. Afternoon movie

10. Stratford-upon-____

11. Apple's center

12. Successful songs

13. Poems of praise

21. Bread grains

23. Daily grind (2 wds.)

25. Pillow cover

27. Earliest

29. School org.
30. Knights
31. ____ in a while
32. Space agency (abbr.)
33. Bath powder
34. Bogus butter
35. Velvety growth
37. Companion
40. Superlative ending
42. Car beeper
45. Legislated
47. Retained
50. Mob scene participant
52. Legally responsible
54. Smell
56. Pointer
57. Library no-no
58. Furry swimmer
59. Sprint
60. Original thought
61. Undersized animal
62. Differently
66. Musician's job
67. Had a meal
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You're going to get it all today,
Aquarius. You may not be feeling espe-
cially powerful, and in fact, some
around you may be trying to make you
feel incompetent. Realize that this is a
passing trend and you'll soon bounce
back to your true self. Open your aper-
ture up a little more than usual and let
more light into your life. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today is a day to shine, Pisces, so make
sure you're giving it your all. Get the
credit you deserve for all you do. Try not
to fall into self-pity. Be yourself and peo-
ple will naturally follow your lead. Now
is an excellent time to make some plans
for the future. Stay grounded and on
target with your goals. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is a day of contrasts for you, Aries.
Eat chocolate in the morning and go jog-
ging in the afternoon. Sleep in late and go
to bed early. It's also a day of grounding. If
you can, spend time at home and make
more phone calls than usual. Clean your
desk and organize a bookshelf. Why not
clean the refrigerator while you're at it?
Take care of your pets, too.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The day doesn't begin until you clear your
head and take stock of some pending per-
sonal issues, Taurus. You might be making
mountains out of molehills. Realize that
there is a path for everybody. Put your
aggression away today. It's powerful, but
it won't do any good. Keep your power
under wraps. Concentrate on the mun-
dane tasks that need to be done. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today might be a somewhat difficult
day for you, Gemini. Instinctively, you'll
want to escape the situation and
explore your freedom, but something
will be holding you back. Take care of
the bills on your desk and deal with the
mess in the bedroom. Clearing the
physical space around you will help
clear your mental space, too. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The world is wide open to you today,
Cancer. Take advantage of all the great
things on offer. You may not realize it,
but you have a loyal fan club building in
the wings. The things you say and do
affect others. This is a fantastic day to
take charge and lead others who seem to
be floundering. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Speak your mind today, Leo, but don't
take offense if it seems like no one is
listening. Don't push your viewpoint.
Concentrate on your goals and aspira-
tions, and feel free to push them to the
limit. You might have been doing a lot
of talking lately. Getting those ideas
out there is a great thing. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Get your head out of the clouds today,
Virgo, and come back to Earth for just a
little bit. There are some things you need
to take care of here. Mundane tasks and
routine jobs won't be painful after you
set your mind to getting them done.
You'll be able to accomplish quite a bit.
Just make sure to keep a level head
about the reality of the situation.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Bring things down to Earth today,
Libra. Get grounded and enjoy the day.
You'll find that the more you slow
down and adopt a caring, sensitive,
receptive attitude, the more things
will naturally flow your way. This isn't
a day to fight. It's a day to connect
with others on a symbiotic level.
Nurture yourself and others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is a fantastic day for you, Scorpio, so
enjoy yourself fully. Your emotions will be
stable, and you'll find that you have a very
expansive sense of well-being. Your self-
confidence is strong, and you should use this
to your advantage. This energy may be sub-
tle, but if you tune into it early in the day and
set a plan for what you want to accomplish,
you'll find you can be quite productive.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today is a good day for you to simply get
things done. Take care of those annoying
tasks that have been building up for a while.
You have a great opportunity to accomplish
quite a bit. People are less concerned with
frivolous drivel and gossip than they are
with setting a plan for meeting an important
goal. Contribute to this trend by getting seri-
ous about the tasks at hand.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your emotions may seem a bit muddy
today and you might not understand the
reason why, Capricorn. Share your
thoughts with others, and you should
find that talking it out will help you sort
through the maelstrom of feelings. If you
need to, shift things down to second gear
for a little more power. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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W
hen it comes to being athletic, fit
and sporty, actor Tiger Shroff
ticks all the boxes. The youth

icon is Japanese sportswear brand,
ASICS India's top choice when it comes
to connecting with its audience.

As part of the brand's long-term vision
and commitment to sustainability, they
unveiled their Ambience Mall,
Gurugram store in an all-new avatar
with Tiger Shroff taking the lead. The
store, launched on 22nd June is a blend of
multiple digital touchpoints, a sustain-
ability zone inspired by the brand's phi-
losophy of ‘Sound Mind, Sound Body'
which focuses on an all-encompassing
spirit that inspires the athlete in each
one of us.

Excerpts:
Abs are made in the kitchen and not

in the gym, do you agree?
Tiger: I follow 7-day holistic workout

regime, with each day focusing on a par-
ticular part of the body, but keeping a
check on what I eat on a regular basis is
equally important. I usually follow a
healthy and balanced diet. Also, keeping
your body hydrated is equally important.

Those who can dance can also be
sporty and athletic, which activity do
you enjoy the most?

Tiger: Yeah, I agree with that, to excel
in sports you must have a combination
good balance, speed, agility, and good co-
ordination. While I really enjoy dancing
my other favorite sport would definitely
be basketball and football.

When it comes to working out a
good pair of sneakers go a long way
in preventing knee and back injury,
which pair sneakers do you use for

the gym and which one for cardio and
runs?

Tiger: Yes absolutely - the comfort,
technology and style are things that top
my list when choosing a footwear.
Hence, what I really like about ASICS
is that the USP and focus, has consis-
tently been in upgrading the technol-
ogy and comfort along with offering
choices in their styles. I really love
ASICS Gel Quantum 360, it's my per-
sonal favorite pair from ASICS. The
shoe infuses sport into a futuristic
look, pulling inspiration from GEL®
technology cushioning and the au-
thenticity of its design.

Tell us about your upcoming
film projects.

Tiger: Currently, i am shooting
for Ganapath and prepping for
my other upcoming projects.

How do you feel about
your association with
ASICS and what are your
thoughts on the new
store?

Tiger: My association
with ASICS has been re-
ally fruitful. I am grate-
ful to be a part of a
group of esteemed
people, both global
and national that
believe and help in
propagating the im-
portance of having a
‘Sound Mind in a Sound Body'. I'm truly
a huge fan of the brand even before my
association with them especially for the
technology-advanced shoes that they
offer.

Tiger Shroff talks
fashion and sports

S
tar Plus is gearing
up for the launch of
its new offering

'Anandi Baa aur Emily'.
Starring the dynamic ac-
tress Jazzy Ballerini in
the titular role of 'Firangi
Bahu - Emily'.

Jazzy Ballerini has
lived in different coun-
tries growing up, and this
factors into her love for
travel and the curiosity to
learn more about differ-
ent cultures. One of the
things that attracted her
to India was Bollywood
and acting. Her first suc-
cessful project was Sidhu
Moosewala's Punjabi film
'Teri Meri Jodi' in 2019.

Many people don't
know about her passion
towards film and acting,
especially Indian cinema.
Sidhu Moosewala's
movie gave her a big
break and Jazzy gained
her footing in the film in-
dustry.

Jazzy Ballerini on
working with Sidhu
Moosewala, "It was an ho-
nour to have been a part
of a project with Sidhu
Moosewala. it was my
second time in India so I
didn’t have a understand-
ing about celebrity’s
there but soon after liv-
ing in India I realised
that he was a legend for
this country. I feel really
happy that I got to work

with him. May he rest in
peace."

Her new show 'Anandi
Baa aur Emily' will ex-
plore the small-town of
Gujarat and its livelihood
of down-to-earth and tra-
ditional people who are
absolutely boggled by the
appearance of a foreign-

er 'Bahu'!
What will happen

when the traditional
'Saas' and sassy 'Videshi
Bahu' make their way
through day-to-day life?

To find out, tune in to
'Anandi Baa aur Emily',
premiering on the 4th of
July, only on Star Plus!

Emily Jazzy shared the screen
space with Sidhu Moosewala

I
nternational Plastic
Bag Free Day, ob-
served on July 3 an-

nually, is a global initia-
tive to eliminate plastic
bag use. &TV artists -
Shivya Pathania (Devi
Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Akansha Sharma
(Sakina Mirza, Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai? ),
Ashna Kishore (Kate,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai) talk about
plastic-free lifestyle and
reducing the use of plas-
tic for a sustainable envi-
ronment.

Akansha Sharma aka
Sakina Mirza in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? says, “The most haz-
ardous type of plastic is
single-use plastic. The so-
lution to this problem

lies in replacement. A
paradigm shift is trig-
gered by switching to
something reusable and
accepting responsibility.
At my home, we all use
cloth bags rather than
plastic ones. I also use
copper and glass bottles
rather than plastic.
When we step out to buy
groceries, we carry our
cloth bags to avoid taking
plastic bags. Sincerity
says that altering some
of our routine behav-
iours will help us endure
in this magnificent but
limited world.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV artists urge to practice
a plastic-free lifestyle!

A
ctress Neeharika
Roy portrays the
character Radha

alongside Shabir
Ahluwalia's Mohan in
Prateek Sharma's latest
show 'Pyar Ka Pehla
Naam: Radha Mohan'.

The actress is happy to
have bagged the part, and
shares that the daily soap
has a flavour of its own.

"I think the concept of
this show is unique. It's a
kind of love story but is
completely different from
the other TV shows. Also,
the character Tulsi, which
is that of a soul, played by
Keerti Nagpure, is very in-
teresting, passionate, and
so human that the viewers
can easily relate to all its
emotions. The flow of the
show is also beautiful," she
says.

Neeharika feels strong
characters influence a
story well, making it more
appealing. "We witness
normal characters in our
everyday life. But we are
delighted when we come
across strong characters
or personalities who have
made a difference. Even as
viewers our dream is to be-
come such characters. If
the story contains such
strong parts, viewers defi-
nitely like that," she ex-
plains.

She opines that these
days the audience has be-
come more receptive to

relatable content. While
the 'saas-bahu' sagas still
have their own audience,
times are changing.

"I do think that relat-
able content definitely at-
tracts an audience. But at
the same time a unique
and interesting concept
can also attract as well as
influence the viewers. As
far as 'saas-bahu' sagas
are concerned, it had defi-
nitely had its charm
when this started initial-
ly. But that concept has al-
ready been repeated sev-

eral times. And I feel, the
audience does not want to
see the same thing again
and again," she shares.

Neeharika is content
with the response to 'Pyar
Ka Pehla Naam: Radha
Mohan'.

"The response has
mostly been overwhelm-
ing. We get many mes-
sages and feedback on so-
cial media. Our efforts
are driven towards mak-
ing the show all the more
entertaining for the view-
ers," she sings off.

Neeharika Roy: ‘Pyar Ka Pehla Naam’ is
also a love story but with a unique flavour

After the viral success of the
first promo, Sony

Entertainment Television's
prestigious show 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati' for its 14th season is
back with a second promo!
This time around the host,
Amitabh Bachchan asked his
hot seat guest, Mr. Gyanchand,
a question revolving around
the lockdown. As his answer
proved that he does not check
his facts before believing news
to be true, Mr. Bachchan asked
him and all the viewers to
always verify the facts before
believing information. 
The campaign around the 14th
season of 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati' revolves around fake
news or misinformation with
the tagline being, '*Gyaan
jahaan se mile bator lo, lekin
pehele tatol lo.* With this, the
show wants to spread aware-
ness around misinformation
and its harmful effect on our
knowledge of world affairs.
The show asks viewers to
always check if any informa-
tion that has been received by
them is true or false, by verifi-
able mediums.

Second
promo of

KBC is out !

S
tating that he was im-
mensely proud of the
content being gener-

ated by Malayalam cine-
ma, actor Prithviraj on
Monday said that the only
genre that the industry
had slightly forgotten was
the mass action entertain-
er genre and that his up-
coming film 'Kaduva' was a
step in that direction.

Speaking at the launch
of the film's teaser in
Chennai, which was at-
tended by the entire cast of
'Kaduva' and a host of
celebrities including
Tamil actors Arya and
Jiiva, Prithviraj said, "We
have to have all kinds of
films. Right now, the
Malayalam industry is
making superb films. We
are going through a phase
where we are making su-
perb content but we've
missed out one genre. I, as
a film lover, miss the mass
masala commercial enter-
tainers in Malayalam. So,
when they narrated this
script to me in 2017, I felt it
had been a long time since
such films had come out in
Malayalam.

"Let me make it clear, the
multi-city promotions that
we have embarked on is not
only for 'Kaduva'. This is
the first step of a big
process. I am someone who
wishes that from now on, all
big Malayalam films that
are to be released are re-

leased in this fashion. We
have to come and communi-
cate with our audience in
every state on a first person
basis. I hope and pray that
we will be able to sustain
this process for all big re-
leases coming from
Kerala."The title of the film,
which features Prithviraj
and Samyuktha Menon in
the lead and Bollywood
actor Vivek Oberoi playing
a pivotal role, means Tiger
in Malayalam. It is actually
also a short form of the
hero's name in the film,
Prithviraj disclosed while
replying to a question that
was posed to him after the
launch.

‘Kaduva’ will be a refreshing
change, says actor Prithviraj
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Kuala Lumpur, Jun 28 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy
faced stiff resistance be-
fore prevailing against
local hero Daren Liew as
the Indian shuttler pro-
gressed to the men's sin-
gles second round of the
Malaysia Open, here on
Tuesday.

A former top-10 player,
Prannoy, who had reached
the semifinals of
Indonesia Open Super 1000
earlier this month,
emerged a 21-14 17-21 21-18
winner in 62 minutes.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, ranked 21st cur-
rently, will face fourth
seeded Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei next at the
Super 750 badminton tour-
nament.

Prannoy's win brought
some cheers to the Indian
camp after B Sai Praneeth
and Sameer Verma made
early exits. While
Praneeth went down to
world number six
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting
of Indonesia, Sameer lost
to world number 8 Jonatan
Christie, also from
Indonesia. The 30-year-old
Praneeth, currently
ranked world number 19,
lost 15-21 21-19 9-21 to
Ginting in a 50-minute

men's single match.
This was eight meeting

between the two players
with the Indonesian now
leading the head-to-head
record 5-3. They last
played at the 2020 Asian
Team championships
where Ginting won the
contest after Praneeth re-
tired due to an injury.

Sameer, who is making
a comeback from injury,
fought for 49 minutes be-
fore losing 14-21 21-13 7-21
in another match. In dou-
bles, women's pairing of

Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy also bowed
out of the tournament
after losing 15-21 11-21 to
Japanese duo of Nami
Matsuyama and Chiharu
Shida, seeded sixth.
Prannoy was slow off the
mark but opened up a
healthy 11-7 lead at the
break. His strokes pene-
trated the defence of his
opponent, who looked lit-
tle passive as Prannoy was
rewarded for his alertness
and better control in the
rallies. The Indian kept

putting the shuttles on the
right areas and with Liew
making some uncharac-
teristic errors meant
Prannoy's lead was not
threatened.

In the end, it was anoth-
er return at the baseline
which gave Prannoy the
bragging rights.

After the change of
sides, Liew took a 7-4 ad-
vantage with Prannoy
going to the nets repeated-
ly. The Indian soon turned
the tide with his smashes
on his rival's forehand.

Prannoy advances, Praneeth,
Sameer exit Malaysia Open Leeds, Jun 28 (PTI):

Relentless in their 3-0
sweep of New Zealand,
England captain Ben Stokes
said there will be no let-up
in intensity against India in
the upcoming rescheduled
fifth Test.

Under the leadership of
Stokes and new coach
Brendon McCullum,
England recorded a phe-
nomenal 3-0 win in the Test
series against reigning WTC
champions New Zealand,
capping it off with a seven-
wicket victory in the third
and final match at
Headingley.

The one-off Test against
India, a part of last year's
five-match series, which was
abandoned due to a COVID-
19 outbreak, will begin at
Edgbaston on Friday.

"Trust me when I say this.
We'll be coming out with ex-
actly the same (aggressive)
mindset, even though it's a
different opposition," Stokes
said on Monday.

"Obviously, it's going to be
a completely different... dif-
ferent opposition, with their
attack and players as well.
"We'll be concentrating on
what we've done well over
these last three games and
look to continue that against
India on Friday." The visi-
tors are leading the five-
match series 2-1 but will face

a revitalised England,
which comprise only four
members -- Ollie Pope, Joe
Root, Bairstow and James

Anderson -- from last year's
fourth Test against the
Indians.

Stokes himself was not

available for the series last
year as he had taken a break
to focus on his mental
health.

England endured a tough
time in the last few months,
winning just once in 17
Tests before the New
Zealand series.

Praising his teammates
for turning things around,
Stokes said: "To walk away
with a 3-0 series win over the
best team in the world is a
pretty special start."

"I've got to show a huge
amount of testament to the
team over these three
games. They've been ab-
solutely phenomenal."

Stokes took over the cap-
taincy after Root relin-
quished the position follow-
ing England's 0-1 series de-
feat to the West Indies in
April.

"When I took over this job,
it was more than results for
me. It was about changing
the mindset of the lads to-
wards Test cricket, about
having fun, and enjoying the
fact that you're out there
representing your country,
and the results look after it-
self. "But to say that we've
done it so quickly is just un-
believable. I can only do so
much, so I've got to show a
huge amount of credit to
Brendon, in the way that
he's come in and influenced
this group."

England will come out with same 
mindset against India: Ben Stokes

England's captain Ben Stokes holds up the series trophy at the
presentation ceremony as England players celebrate after play on
day 5 of the third cricket Test match between England and New
Zealand at Headingley.

London, June 28 (AP):

Eoin Morgan confirmed
his retirement from inter-
national cricket and
stepped down as England's
white-ball captain after
more than seven years on
Tuesday.

After England's dismal
failure at the 2015 Cricket
World Cup, Morgan spear-
headed the team's white-
ball transformation to a
bold, attacking approach
and unprecedented
heights.

He led England's to its
first global 50-over title at
the 2019 World Cup, and
the No. 1 ranking in one-
day internationals and
Twenty20s. They enjoyed
series victories against
every major team and 60%
success on his watch.

As with all great players
and leaders, he has
changed the way the game
has been played, and he
has changed the way an
entire generation and gen-
erations to come will play
this form of the game, Rob

Key, the managing direc-
tor of England men's
cricket, said. His legacy
within the game will be
felt for many years to
come.

Morgan's teams have the
three highest ODI totals;
last week in the
Netherlands they raised
the world record to 498-4.

However, he scored con-
secutive ducks in the first
two matches and missed
the third with a groin
issue.

His form and fitness
have been in decline. Over
the last year and a half, the
35-year-old Morgan has

only one half-century in 48
innings in international
and domestic T20s and
ODIs.

To call time on what has
been without doubt the
most enjoyable and re-
warding chapter of my ca-
reer hasn't been an easy
decision, but I believe now
is the right time to do so,
both for me, personally,
and for both England
white-ball sides I have led
to this point, he said.

England allrounder
Moeen Ali, who won the
2019 World Cup with
Morgan, wasn't surprised
by the captain's timing.

Wellington, Jun 28 (PTI):

India will be touring
New Zealand for a white-
ball series comprising
three T20Is and as many
ODIs after the World T20
in Australia, New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) said on
Tuesday.

The series will be held
between November 18 to 30
and New Zealand will re-
turn to India for a white-
ball series in January next
year.

"India will arrive in
New Zealand at the conclu-
sion of the world cup to
play the BLACKCAPS in
three T20s at Wellington,
Tauranga and Napier, and
three ODIs at Auckland,
Hamilton and
Christchurch," NZC said
in a release.

"The BLACKCAPS will
then depart for the sub-
continent for a tour of
Pakistan and a short form
series in India, before re-
turning in early February
to prepare for the two
Tests against England at
Tauranga (D/N) and

Wellington."
India will be playing a

rescheduled one-off fifth
Test against England be-
ginning on Friday, besides
featuring in three T20Is
and as many ODIs at the
Old Blighty.

India will then tour the
West Indies for a white-
ball series comprising
three ODIs and five T20Is
in July-August in the run-
up to the T20 World Cup.

In a jam-packed interna-
tional schedule, New
Zealand will also play a
day-night Test against
England, while six teams
will be touring the country
in the 2022-23 home sum-
mer.

Besides India, the other
touring teams include
Pakistan, Bangladesh,

England and Sri Lanka
men's teams, and
Bangladesh women.

One of the prominent
features of the schedule is
England's series opener at
Bay Oval, starting
February 16 the first day-
night Test in New Zealand
since the BLACKCAPS de-
feated the same opposition
by an innings at Eden
Park in 2018.

The New Zealand
women's team, after com-
peting at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
and returning from their
tour of the West Indies,
will host Bangladesh in
T20 and ODI series before
departing in January for
South Africa, where they
will contest the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup.

India to tour New Zealand for 
white-ball series after T20 World Cup

November 18 : 1st T20; Sky Stadium, Wellington
November 20 : 2nd T20; Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui
November 22 : 3rd T20; McLean Park, Napier
November 25 : 1st ODI; Eden Park, Auckland
November 27 : 2nd ODI; Seddon Park, Hamilton
November 30 : 3rd ODI; Hagley Oval, Christchurch.

Fixtures: India tour of New Zealand

Eoin Morgan retires, draws curtains
on glorious international career

Galle, Jun 28 (AP):

After an unexpected 3-0
series defeat on the previ-
ous tour of Sri Lanka six
years ago, Australia ex-
pects to bat much better on
spin-friendly pitches in
the two-test series in Galle
starting on Wednesday.

Australia has found
playing on Asia's turning
pitches hard in the past
but has done well recently,
beating Pakistan 1-0 in a
three-match series in
March. Of more signifi-
cance, Sri Lanka's spin at-
tack doesn't have the expe-
rience and variety of the
retired Rangana Herath
and Dilruwan Perera,
whose combined 43 wick-
ets caused Australia's
downfall in the 2016 series.

In a lot of ways it will be
quite different, Australia
captain Pat Cummins said
in comparing the condi-
tions in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

(Pakistan) was subconti-
nent but it wasn't big turn.
There was so much we did
well over there. We con-
trolled the tempo of the
match. In some ways it
will be a bigger challenge
(in Sri Lanka) when it

quickens up faster than
Pakistan." Sri Lanka can
field left-arm spinners
Lasith Embuldeniya and
Praveen Jayawickrama
and offspinner Ramesh
Mendis. Also in the squad
is legspinner Jeffrey
Vandersay, uncapped in
tests.

The first three have
played only 27 tests com-

bined, but Sri Lanka will
be encouraged by how well
the spinners performed in
the one-day international
series it won 3-2. Sri
Lanka's seam bowlers have
been better than the spin-
ners: Asitha Fernando and
Kasun Rajitha carried the
team to victory in the re-
cent two-test series in
Bangladesh.

Wimbledon, Jun 28 (AP):

These days, Novak
Djokovic makes history
just about every time he
wins another match. On
Monday, the top-ranked
Serb did just that at
Wimbledon.

Djokovic, a six-time
champion at the All
England Club, beat Kwon
Soon-woo 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 on
Centre Court, his 80th vic-
tory at the grass-court
major. With it, he became
the first man or woman to
win that many matches at
each of the four Grand
Slam tennis tournaments.

Djokovic was playing for
the first time since losing
to Rafael Nadal last month
in the French Open quar-
terfinals.

It didn't all go his way on

Monday, however.
With the roof closed be-

cause of sporadic rain,
Kwon was able to pick his
spots with his booming
forehand. It all came to-
gether in the second set,
and even continued into
the third, but Djokovic
stepped it up and played
like he usually plays in
southwest London unbeat-
able. Djokovic has won the
last three Wimbledon ti-
tles and is going for his
seventh overall. That
would put him in a tie for
the second most with Pete
Sampras and William
Renshaw. Only Roger
Federer, with eight, has
more.

Another major title
would also give him 21 for
his career. Nadal has 22,
and Federer has 20.

Dubai, Jun 28 (PTI):

On the back of her splen-
did performance in the just-
concluded T20 series
against Sri Lanka, India's
left-arm spinner Radha
Yadav has moved up to the
13th spot in the ICC
Women's T20 players rank-
ings.

As per the latest rankings
released by the ICC, Yadav
has progressed seven places
to the 13th among bowlers
after bagging four wickets
in the series against Sri

Lanka, which India won 2-1.
In batting chart, Sri

Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu has moved up
one place to a career-best
seventh position after ag-
gregating 139 runs in three
matches. She had struck a
match-winning 80 not out
in the final T20I in
Dambulla.

Athapaththu has also
gained two slots to reach
seventh in the all-rounders'
list.

Indian batters Smriti
Mandhana (fourth),
Jemimah Rodrigues (14th)
and captain Harmanpreet
Kaur (18th) have retained
their places in the batting
list. The other Indian
bowlers who have advanced
in rankings are Pooja
Vastrakar, who has moved
up 30 places to the 32nd
spot, and Renuka Thakur,
who has jumped 83 places to
reach the 97th spot.

Vastrakar clinched only
two wickets in the T20 se-
ries, while she also scored
27 runs. Thakur was also
able to clinch only two
wickets in the three-match
T20 series.

Radha Yadav moves up in
Women’s T20 rankings

Djokovic makes more history
with 1st round win at Wimbledon

Cummins: Australia up for spin
challenge in Sri Lanka tests

Sri Lankas cricket captain Dimuth Karunaratne, left, and his
Australian counterpart Pat Cummins pose for photographers hold-
ing the Warne-Muralitharan Trophy ahead of their first test crick-
et match in Galle, Sri Lanka, Tuesday.

Gros Islet , Jun 28 (AP):

West Indies beat
Bangladesh by 10 wickets in
the second Test and took a
one-sided series 2-0 at
Daren Sammy
Stadium.Both Tests were
won well inside four days. A
wet field washed out the
first two sessions on
Monday, but when
Bangladesh resumed on
132-6, needing 42 more runs
to make West Indies bat
again, play lasted less than
12 overs. Bangladesh's sec-
ond innings extended nine
more overs and 54 more
runs before it was all over
on 186. Nurul Hasan was
stranded on 60 not out from
50 balls.

Needing 13 runs to win,

West Indies openers John
Campbell and captain
Kraigg Brathwaite took 17
balls. Bangladesh's 100th
Test loss came after it
scored 234 and 186 and West
Indies 408 and 13 not out.

When the day's play got
underway, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz got off with a mark
with a boundary then was
out next ball trying to block
an Alzarri Joseph bouncer
and edging behind.

Jayden Seales bagged in
the one over Ebadot
Hossain and Shoriful Islam
for ducks. Seales, Joseph
and Kemar Roach each took
three wickets.

Khaled Ahmed was run
out for a duck from the non-
striker's end when Nurul
wasn't looking for a run.

West Indies beats Bangladesh
by 10 wickets for Test series

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):

After a disastrous IPL-15
campaign, the Mumbai
Indians are all set to start
their preparations in
earnest for the next edi-
tion, with a three-week ex-
posure tour of England in
July for their uncapped
Indian players. Apart from
enjoying training at vari-
ous state-of-the-art facili-
ties, the Indian youngsters
of MI will be playing at
least 10 T20 games against
top club sides across multi-
ple counties.

"NT Tilak Varma, Kumar
Kartikeya, Ramandeep
Singh, Hrithik Shokeen are
some of the players who
will get exposure playing
against top T20 club sides
in trying conditions.
"Arjun Tendulkar, who is
also in UK and South
African younngster
Dewald Brevis are also
likely to join the touring
party," an IPL insider privy
to the development told PTI
on condition of anonymity.
The MI support staff head-
ed by chief coach Mahela
Jayawardene will be in
England to oversee the
progress of the Indian
players.

MI organise 
three-week UK 

exposure trip for Indian
domestic players
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Jammu & Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha with a student during the 7th
Convocation of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology
of Jammu, Tuesday.

VARSITY CONVOCATION 

Commuters wade through a waterlogged street amid rainfall, in Varanasi, Tuesday.

WATERLOGGED STREET
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Patna, Jun 28 (PTI): 

The ruling BJP in Bihar
was left red-faced inside
the state assembly on
Tuesday when the House
was adjourned on account
of thin attendance, with
no member even of its ally,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U), turning
up in the post-lunch ses-
sion.

This was construed, by a
section of the media, to be
a nudge and a wink from
the Chief Minister’s party
to the RJD-led opposition
which has been disrupting
the House since Monday
over Agnipath. However,
JD(U) leaders strongly de-
nied insinuations to this
effect. A boycott of the re-
maining part of the mon-

soon session, which has
two more working days to
go, was announced during
the lunch hour by the
leader of the opposition
Tejashwi Yadav, who
railed against the Speaker
not allowing a discussion
on the Agnipath scheme.

He was joined by Left al-

lies and Akhtarul Iman,
the state chief of AIMIM,
and legislators of these
parties were predictably
absent. The Congress,
which has been maintain-
ing that following es-
trangement with the RJD
it was no longer a part of
the Grand Alliance , also

made itself scarce.
However, the absence of
JD(U) members, and the
failure of an adequate
number of BJP MLAs to
turn up after lunch was
felt when the proceedings
began at 2 P.M. BJP MLA
from Darbhanga Sanjay
Saraogi began a discus-
sion on the need for re-
warding those who take an
active interest in legisla-
tive business, citing the ex-
ample of assemblies of
some other states.

After his speech, anoth-
er party MLA sought to
draw the attention of
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Sinha to the lack of quo-
rum .

As per rules, the House
must have 10 per cent of
its 243 members for pro-
ceedings to continue.
Incidentally, the BJP on its
own has a tally of more
than thrice the required
number.

Thin attendance causes
adjournment of Bihar assembly

RJD leader Rabri Devi with party leaders stage a protest
over the issue of unemployment during the ongoing
Monsoon session of the Assembly, in Patna, Tuesday.

 Triggers fresh 
speculations of 
BJP-JD(U) rift

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2288  ((PPTTII))::

About 31 per cent of sitting
Rajya Sabha MPs have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves while the average assets
of the Upper House members
are Rs 79.54 crore, according to
a report released by ADR-
National Election Watch . 

Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and National
Election Watch have analyzed
the criminal, financial and other
background details of 226 out of
233 sitting MPs. In the current
Rajya Sabha, one seat is vacant.
Two MPs have not been
analysed as their affidavits were
unavailable and four seats of
Jammu and Kashmir are unde-
fined, the report said.

Of the 226 sitting Rajya
Sabha MPs, 197 (87 per cent)
are crorepatis’ and the average
assets per Rajya Sabha MP are
Rs 79.54 crore, the report said.

Of 226 Rajya Sabha members,
71 (31 per cent) have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves and 37 (16 per cent) have

declared serious criminal cases.
According to the report, two
Rajya Sabha MPs have declared
cases related to murder (IPC
Section 302) and four MPs have
declared cases related to
attempt to murder (IPC Section
307).

Four Rajya Sabha MPs have
declared cases related to crimes
against women and out of these
four MPs, one namely K C
Venugopal (Congress) from
Rajasthan has declared case
related to rape (IPC Section
376), the report said. 

According to the report, 20
(24 per cent) out of 85 Rajya
Sabha MPs from BJP, 12 (39 per
cent) out of 31 MPs from
Congress, three (23 per cent)
out of 13 from AITC, five (83 per
cent) out of six from RJD, four
(80 per cent) out of five from
CPI(M), three (30 per cent) out
of 10 from AAP, three (33 per
cent) out of nine from YSRCP
and two (50 per cent) out of
four Rajya Sabha MPs from NCP
have declared criminal cases
against themselves in their affi-

davits. The report said nine (11
per cent) out of 85 Rajya Sabha
MPs from BJP, eight (26 per
cent) out of 31 MPs from
Congress, one (8 per cent) out
of 13 Rajya Sabha MPs from
AITC, three (50 per cent) out of
six MPs from RJD, two (40 per
cent) out of five from CPI (M),
one (10 per cent) out of 10 from
AAP, three (33 per cent) out of
nine from YSRCP and one (25
per cent) out of four Rajya
Sabha MPs from NCP have
declared serious criminal cases
against themselves in their affi-
davits.

Giving state-wise details, the
report said that seven (23 per
cent) out of 31 Rajya Sabha MPs
from Uttar Pradesh, 12 (63 per
cent) out of 19 MPs from
Maharashtra, six (33 per cent)
out of 18 from Tamil Nadu, three
(19 per cent) out of 16 from
West Bengal, six (67 per cent)
out of nine from Kerala and 10
(63 per cent) out of 16 Rajya
Sabha MPs from Bihar have
declared criminal cases against
themselves in their affidavits.

ADR-National Election Watch

31% of Rajya Sabha 
MPs have criminal casesKolkata, June 28 (PTI): 

With schools having re-
opened campuses after an
extended summer vaca-
tion, the West Bengal
Board of Primary
Education has issued a set
of guidelines, asking
state-run and aided insti-
tutes to carry out an eval-
uation session to assess
the academic progress of
students in the past two
years of online learning,
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic..

The evaluation will be
carried out in phases, an
official of the board said.

Ananda Handa, a func-
tionary of West Bengal
Primary Teachers
Association, pointed out
that school campuses
were out of bounds for
students due to the pan-
demic, with many chil-
dren having missed out
on lessons due to network
issues or the economic

condition at homes, espe-
cially in the rural areas.
Handa said students are
turning up in large num-
bers after the classes re-
opened on June 27, and
the evaluation exercise
will help teachers get a
better understanding of
the headway made by the
students

R C Bagchi, the board
secretary, said in a notice,
said, to evaluate the stu-
dents’ performances there
will be summative evalua-
tion...which shall be pre-
ceded by formative evalu-
ation.”

He also said that pre-
scribed syllabus will have
to be followed for each
subject.

In accordance with the
notice, the first offline
summative evaluation
will have to be conducted
by schools between July 2
and 12, the second in
September and the third
in December.

Evaluation session
in WB schools soon
To assess academic progress of students in last 2 yrs

Jammu, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Chants of Bam Bam
Bhole and Jai Barfani
Baba ki rented the air as
hundreds of enthusiastic
pilgrims unperturbed by
the looming terror threat
arrived at the Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here
amid tight security on
Tuesday to set out on a
journey to cave shrine in
south Kashmir Himalayas
on Wednesday.

The devotees said their
unflinching faith in Lord
Shiva and the security
forces has encouraged
them to be part of the an-
nual Amarnath Yatra that
is being organised this
year after a gap of two
years on account of the
Covid pandemic. The first

batch of pilgrims will leave
the Jammu base camp on
Wednesday, officials said.
Multi-tier security has
been put in place in and
around the base camp,
lodging centres, and regis-
tration and token centres
amid deployment of over
5,000 security personnel in

Jammu city, the officials
said. “Na chinta na bhay,
Baba Amarnath ji kee jai
(Neither worry nor fear, as
Baba Amarnath Ji with
us),” said Vinay Kumar,
who was part of 12-mem-
ber group from Lucknow
arrived here for his on-
ward journey to cave

shrine of Amarnath in the
first batch on Wednesday.
Lauding the authorities for
the best possible arrange-
ments , Kumar, said, We
have full faith in Lord
Shiva and our security
forces . The group mem-
bers have completed their
registration and got tokens

from Vaishnavi Dham near
railway station for their
journey to cave shrine in
the first batch. “Facilities
are very good and the regis-
tration process is also
smooth. We are very happy
with the arrangements,”
Kumar said.

A Bengaluru resident,
Upmita, who is here with
seven other members of
her family, said their fear
disappeared soon after
reaching the base camp.

Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) is pulling
out all the stops to ensure
smooth pilgrimage, sched-
uled to begin on June 30
from Kashmir, to the holy
cave shrine housing the
naturally formed ice-
lingam in south Kashmir
Himalayas.

AMARNATH YATRA

Unfazed by looming terror threat, hundreds of pilgrims arrive in Jammu

Pilgrims arrive at Bhagwati Nagar base camp, ahead of the commencement of the Amarnath
Yatra 2022, in Jammu, Tuesday.

Puri, Jun 28 (PTI): 

Odisha police has made
elaborate arrangement to
provide “security and
service” for the lakhs of
devotees who will descend
on this seaside pilgrim
town for the annual Ratha
Jatra of Lord Jagannath
and his divine siblings on
July 1 after two years of
the pandemic, a top offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The security bandobast
for seamless service to the
people, ranging from
health service to traffic
problems was reviewed by
Odisha director general of
police S K Bansal during
the day. The security
arrangement has also
been made keeping in

view of the probable ter-
rorist threats, he said. We
are making arrangements
to ensure surakshya and
seva (security and service)
for the visiting devotees.
As directed by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
the police will also pro-
vide service to the devo-
tees to make their visit
memorable, Bansal told
reporters.

A total 180 platoons (1
platoon comprises 30 per-
sonnel) of police force and
over 1,000 officers will be
stationed in the town.
Besides normal police,
tactical units, bomb dis-
posal squads and Coast
Guard personnel will be
stationed to ensure fool-
proof security, the police

said. The Coast Guard will
be deployed in Bay of
Bengal 20 nautical miles
from the coast, the police
said.

A five-tier security
arrangement has been put
in place around the three
chariots which will carry
the idols from the Sri
Jagannath Temple to the
Gundicha Temple, about
three km away.

A three-tier security
arrangement has been
made for the pilgrim
town, which has been di-
vided into 10 zones and 29
sectors. For traffic regula-
tion in the pilgrim town,
the police have made a
three tier arrangement
and a digital route plan,
the police said.

Police to ensure safety and service for devotees 
During Ratha Jatra

New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI):
A nine-year-old Iraqi girl
suffering from a rare dis-
ease called Diamond
Blackfan Anaemia, was
transplanted with her sis-
ter’s bone marrow, at a pri-
vate facility here, doctors
said on Tuesday. Diamond-
Blackfan Anemia (DBA) is
a rare blood disorder that
occurs when the bone mar-
row fails to make red blood
cells, which are essential
for carrying oxygen from
the lungs to all the other
parts of the body.

In this case, the patient
had a extremely rare pres-
entation of DBA, where
her bone marrow was sup-
pressed and she had low
hemoglobin, platelets and

Total Leukocyte Count
(TLC), said doctors at
HCMCT Manipal Hospitals
in Dwarka. “A bone mar-
row transplant was per-
formed by our team to treat
her. This was a different
case, the little girl was
brought to us with a histo-
ry of weakness and bleed-
ing from the nose and
mouth,” said Divya Bansal,
the doctor who treated the
9-year-old patient. “We
found that she had congen-
ital bone marrow failure
syndrome, called diamond
blackfan anemia. There
was a high PNH clone
(paroxysmal nocturnal he-
moglobinuria), which is
another uncommon condi-
tion in the general popula-
tion and even more so in
children,” she added.

9-yr-old Iraqi girl suffering from
rare blood disorder treated 

 At Delhi hospital


